
From: Hedgecock, Richard
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: RE: Letter to E&C- Obamacare
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 11:37:09 AM

Ok so maybe I’m wrong.
 
I just know they need it by tomorrow.
 
 

From: Wendy Gregory [mailto:Wendy.Gregory@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Hedgecock, Richard
Subject: FW: Letter to E&C- Obamacare
Importance: High
 
Are you sure it’s Wednesday? The one on Tuesday sounds more like the subject matter they
requested….just checking.
 
http://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings/default.aspx
 
The Consequences of Obamacare: Impact on Medicaid and State Health Care
Reform

March 1, 2011

On Tuesday, March 1, 2011, the Committee on Energy and Commerce will hold a hearing entitled “The

Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State Health Care Reform.”  The hearing will take place

at 9:00 a.m. in 2123 Rayburn House Office Building.  Witnesses to be announced.

 
 

 

Waste, Fraud, and Abuse: A Continuing Threat to Medicare and Medicaid

March 2, 2011

The Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations will hold a hearing on Wednesday, March 2, 2011, at 10:00

a.m. in 2322 Rayburn House Office Building.  The hearing is entitled “Waste, Fraud, and Abuse: A Continuing

Threat to Medicare and Medicaid.” 

Witness List

Panel 1
John Spiegel

Director of Medicare Program Integrity 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services

Kathleen King

Director of Health Care Division 

Government Accountability Office

mailto:Richard.Hedgecock@mail.house.gov
mailto:Wendy.Gregory@gov.ok.gov
http://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings/default.aspx


Gerald Roy

Deputy Inspector General for Investigations

Department of Health and Human Services

Omar Perez

Assistant Special Agent in Charge

HHS Office of the Inspector General

Panel 2
Alex Acosta

Former U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Florida 

Current Dean of the Florida International University College of Law

Craig H. Smith

Former General Counsel 

Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration

Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
http://www.ok.gov/governor/ 

 
From: Hedgecock, Richard [mailto:Richard.Hedgecock@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:48 AM
To: Wendy Gregory 
Subject: Obamacare 
 
Wendy –
 
House E&C is holding its first Obamacare hearing NEXT WEDNESDAY, March 1.
 
Committee staff is asking each member to obtain a letter from their Governor, pointing out pitfalls,
problems, with Obamacare.
 
Here’s what they sent:
 
In preparation for next week’s hearing on the impact of Obamacare on the states, we’re planning a
comprehensive communications plan. One tactic includes asking Republican governors to write your
boss a letter outlining some concerns they have with Obamacare on your state. Will Kinzel from the
Speaker’s office is going to reach out to your state’s DC director, asking if they might be willing to get
their governor to write such a letter.
 
It’s not going to be a hard push and we don’t really need you to do anything…just wanted to make
you aware this was going on. If your governor doesn’t want to do it, this is not a high pressure deal.
 
The idea would be to have any Member of the Committee who secures a letter from their governor

http://www.ok.gov/governor/


mention it when they begin their questioning, “Mr. Chairman I want mention that I just received a
letter from my Governor yesterday, expressing concern about Obamacare on my state and want to
include the letter in the record.” Or something like that.
 
 
Would it be possible to have someone on your staff prepare such a letter for our office?
 
Thanks, Wendy!
 
 



To: Dana Wolpert; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 10:51:55 AM

Is this legitimate? 
Katie – will you discuss w/GMF or do I need to ensure that she gets the info
 

From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 10:15 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Michelle Waddell
Subject: FW: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
 
FYI, from Dr. Hook.
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Dr. Carl Hook, MD [mailto:chook@plico-ok.com] 
Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2012 5:09 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Ken King; John Robinson
Subject: FW: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
 
Dana,
This is a very interesting telephone call from a neurosurgeon in Chicago discussing the
‘ethics/treatment’ panels to be formed to dictate care that will be resulting from PPACA (Obama
Care). Please listen to the call.  I thought Governor Fallin would be interested in hearing this and I am
sending to you hoping you will be able to forward it to her.  Thank you very much; I certainly
appreciated your assistance in the scheduling process for the Governor to speak at our recent
EXPLORE: OK Healthcare Summit presented by PLICO August 9, 10.  She helped make it an
overwhelming success for 375 registrants and 60+ exhibitors attending this first time Summit.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carl Hook, M.D.
President and CEO
PLICO
 
 
 

Subject: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL

As Sarah Palin and others asserted, it appears under Obamacare there will
indeed be "Death Panels".

mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov
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While our shared abhorrence of such a practice is almost unanimous, the
idea of making certain cost/benefit decisions regarding healthcare should
not necessarily be completely ruled out.  Of course even if we agree there
are times when "withholding" care would save both money and pain and
misery, we'd still have to think hard about who sits on these panels. 

I've personally known dozens of people who were 100% certain to die of
cancer in the near term, but they were still given very expensive chemo-
therapies and other interventions that, not only would not save them, but
would make them horribly ill and debilitated for the short time they had left
to live.  Some argue that even when it's certain that a person is going to die
from his illness, we should not remove all hope from him.  But of course this
only postpones the day when the patient must end his denial and come to
acceptance of his demise.  So I've always had bad feelings about cases where
patients were placed on debilitating chemotherapy and given other
treatments that only made them too ill to enjoy what few weeks or months
they had left.  This change in thinking/ethics (I think it's unethical to do this
to people)...but this change with cancer patients alone would save billions of
dollars.  And of course the same is true with other terminal illnesses as well. 
Too frequently continuing painful, debilitating medical care just prolongs
suffering while doctors, hospitals and especially pharmaceutical and high
tech medical equipment companies make profits.

Also there's the data showing that frequently 80% of the cumulative costs
for an individual's healthcare occur during the last 90 days of life.  Does that
make sense?

Here's a call from a neurosurgeon who had just attended a symposium on
how Obamacare will work, a preview of what's coming.  It's really scary to
think that a panel, probably consisting of doctors with administrative
mindsets and corporate bean counters, will be deciding whether a patient
receives the surgery that would normally be provided or just given palliative
care so he'll be comfortable while he's waiting to die.  

But I suppose this will drive the costs of Medicare down, since all that can
afford to go the private insurance route will leave Medicare. 

 
 
*******************************************************************************
 
The information contained in this email message, and any files transmitted 
with
it, is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended only for 
the
use of the individuals or entities named above. If the reader of this 
message is
not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver 
it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or forwarding of this email message is strictly prohibited. If 
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delete
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Re: Maine Pulls Out of National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 10:18:19 AM

They are going to rejoin next year when GMF is chair!
 
From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 09:59 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Maine Pulls Out of National Governors Association 
 
Interesting story about Maine.
 

From: GOVERNING Daily [mailto:newsletters@governing.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 7:16 AM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Maine Pulls Out of National Governors Association
 

Subscribe to GOVERNING  |  View in Browser
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Maine
Gov. LePage Pulls Out of National Governors Association

He says Maine isn't getting enough benefits for its $60,000-a-year membership fee

and is also urging other state officials to review whether they're getting value from the

various national groups and associations for which they're using taxpayer funds to pay

for membership.

Bangor Daily News | Read More
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: Meeting w/ Governor
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:45:48 AM

Yeah, hang on, I think we want to loop some more people in...

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Meeting w/ Governor

I think so

----- Original Message -----
From: Dana Wolpert
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Meeting w/ Governor

Does this need to be before she leaves for London? We will have to cancel something else to make
room.

Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 5:49 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: Meeting w/ Governor

Depending on the Supreme Court ruling announced tomorrow re/ Obamacare, I am thinking we will
probably want to set something up with the Governor, Secretary Cline and Julie Cox-Cain at the health
department to discuss options in the next week or two?
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Meeting w/ Governor
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:43:44 AM

Does this need to be before she leaves for London? We will have to cancel something else to make
room.

Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 5:49 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: Meeting w/ Governor

Depending on the Supreme Court ruling announced tomorrow re/ Obamacare, I am thinking we will
probably want to set something up with the Governor, Secretary Cline and Julie Cox-Cain at the health
department to discuss options in the next week or two?
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: Meeting w/ Governor
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 11:17:35 AM

Ok let me know...

Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:46 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: Meeting w/ Governor

Yeah, hang on, I think we want to loop some more people in...

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Meeting w/ Governor

I think so

----- Original Message -----
From: Dana Wolpert
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Meeting w/ Governor

Does this need to be before she leaves for London? We will have to cancel something else to make
room.

Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 5:49 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: Meeting w/ Governor

Depending on the Supreme Court ruling announced tomorrow re/ Obamacare, I am thinking we will
probably want to set something up with the Governor, Secretary Cline and Julie Cox-Cain at the health
department to discuss options in the next week or two?
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From: @dps.state.ok.us
To: Dana Wolpert; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday
Date: Friday, April 29, 2011 4:09:45 PM

Yes.  Just let me know.

Captain 
Troop Commander
Troop ES - Executive Security Division
Governor's Detail
Oklahoma Highway Patrol
Office:  
Cell:      

  ----- Original Message -----
  From: Dana Wolpert [Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov]
  Sent: 04/29/2011 04:05 PM EST
  To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
  Cc: Tammie Wright <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>;  DPS contact

@dps.state.ok.us>
  Subject: RE: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday

We’ll have to give security a heads up if they need to drive over, but that can probably be done day
of.
 
I’ve copied Pat.
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 3:52 PM
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Dana Wolpert
Subject: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday
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Importance: High
 
Secretary Cline will join me for the 11 am meeting. I have also invited Val
Schott from the OSU Center for Rural Health.  This is for the meeting with me
that will take place prior to the lunch. Please let me know if you would like
either of them to attend the lunch.
 
Governor Musgrove is chair of the National Advisory Committee on Rural Health
and Services.  He wants to speak with Governor Fallin regarding
rural health and any possible help the committee can provide with health
insurance exchanges. 
 

National Advisory Committee on Rural
Health & Human Services
The National Advisory Committee on Rural Health and Human Services (NACRHHS) is a

21-member citizens' panel of nationally recognized rural health experts that provides

recommendations on rural issues to the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human

Services. The Committee was chartered in 1987 to advise the Secretary of Health and

Human Services on ways to address health care problems in rural America. It was

expanded to 21 members in 2002 and charged with focusing on both health and human

service issues in rural areas.

The Committee is chaired by former Mississippi Governor Ronnie Musgrove. The

Committee's private and public-sector members reflect wide-ranging, first-hand experience

with rural issues -- in medicine, nursing, administration, finance, law, research, business,

public health, aging, welfare and human service issues.

The Committee is currently composed of 21 members, including the chairman, who serve

overlapping four-year terms. The members represent expertise in the delivery, financing,

research, development, and administration of health and human services in rural areas.

Several members are involved in training rural health professionals. Others are

representatives of state government, provider associations and other rural interest groups.

Each year, the Committee selects one or more topics upon which to focus during the year.

Background documents are then prepared for the Committee by both staff and contractors

to help inform members on the issue. The Committee then produces a report with

recommendations on that issue for the Secretary by the end of the year. In addition to the

report, the Committee may also produce white papers on select policy issues. The

Committee also sends letters to the Secretary after each meeting. The letters serve as a

vehicle for the Committee to raise other issues with the Secretary separate and apart from

the report process.

The Committee meets three times a year. The first meeting is held during the winter

months in Washington. The Committee then meets twice in the field (in June and

September). The Washington meeting often coincides with the opening of a Congressional

session and serves as a starting point for setting the Committee's agenda for the coming



year. The field visits include ongoing work on the yearly topics with some time devoted to

site visits and presentations by the host community.

 
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Tammie Wright;  contact
Subject: RE: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday
Date: Friday, April 29, 2011 4:06:45 PM

Cline and Musgrove are confirmed for lunch as well.
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 4:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Tammie Wright;  DPS contact
Subject: RE: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday
 
We’ll have to give security a heads up if they need to drive over, but that can probably be done day
of.
 
I’ve copied Pat.
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 3:52 PM
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Dana Wolpert
Subject: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday
Importance: High
 
Secretary Cline will join me for the 11 am meeting. I have also invited Val
Schott from the OSU Center for Rural Health.  This is for the meeting with me
that will take place prior to the lunch. Please let me know if you would like
either of them to attend the lunch.
 
Governor Musgrove is chair of the National Advisory Committee on Rural Health
and Services.  He wants to speak with Governor Fallin regarding
rural health and any possible help the committee can provide with health
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insurance exchanges. 
 

National Advisory Committee on Rural
Health & Human Services
The National Advisory Committee on Rural Health and Human Services (NACRHHS) is a

21-member citizens' panel of nationally recognized rural health experts that provides

recommendations on rural issues to the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human

Services. The Committee was chartered in 1987 to advise the Secretary of Health and

Human Services on ways to address health care problems in rural America. It was

expanded to 21 members in 2002 and charged with focusing on both health and human

service issues in rural areas.

The Committee is chaired by former Mississippi Governor Ronnie Musgrove. The

Committee's private and public-sector members reflect wide-ranging, first-hand experience

with rural issues -- in medicine, nursing, administration, finance, law, research, business,

public health, aging, welfare and human service issues.

The Committee is currently composed of 21 members, including the chairman, who serve

overlapping four-year terms. The members represent expertise in the delivery, financing,

research, development, and administration of health and human services in rural areas.

Several members are involved in training rural health professionals. Others are

representatives of state government, provider associations and other rural interest groups.

Each year, the Committee selects one or more topics upon which to focus during the year.

Background documents are then prepared for the Committee by both staff and contractors

to help inform members on the issue. The Committee then produces a report with

recommendations on that issue for the Secretary by the end of the year. In addition to the

report, the Committee may also produce white papers on select policy issues. The

Committee also sends letters to the Secretary after each meeting. The letters serve as a

vehicle for the Committee to raise other issues with the Secretary separate and apart from

the report process.

The Committee meets three times a year. The first meeting is held during the winter

months in Washington. The Committee then meets twice in the field (in June and

September). The Washington meeting often coincides with the opening of a Congressional

session and serves as a starting point for setting the Committee's agenda for the coming

year. The field visits include ongoing work on the yearly topics with some time devoted to

site visits and presentations by the host community.

 
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212



Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Dana Wolpert
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Tammie Wright; Pat Mays DPS contact
Subject: RE: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday
Date: Friday, April 29, 2011 4:05:24 PM

We’ll have to give security a heads up if they need to drive over, but that can probably be done day
of.
 
I’ve copied Pat.
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 3:52 PM
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Dana Wolpert
Subject: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday
Importance: High
 
Secretary Cline will join me for the 11 am meeting. I have also invited Val
Schott from the OSU Center for Rural Health.  This is for the meeting with me
that will take place prior to the lunch. Please let me know if you would like
either of them to attend the lunch.
 
Governor Musgrove is chair of the National Advisory Committee on Rural Health
and Services.  He wants to speak with Governor Fallin regarding
rural health and any possible help the committee can provide with health
insurance exchanges. 
 

National Advisory Committee on Rural
Health & Human Services
The National Advisory Committee on Rural Health and Human Services (NACRHHS) is a

21-member citizens' panel of nationally recognized rural health experts that provides

recommendations on rural issues to the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human

Services. The Committee was chartered in 1987 to advise the Secretary of Health and

Human Services on ways to address health care problems in rural America. It was

expanded to 21 members in 2002 and charged with focusing on both health and human

service issues in rural areas.
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The Committee is chaired by former Mississippi Governor Ronnie Musgrove. The

Committee's private and public-sector members reflect wide-ranging, first-hand experience

with rural issues -- in medicine, nursing, administration, finance, law, research, business,

public health, aging, welfare and human service issues.

The Committee is currently composed of 21 members, including the chairman, who serve

overlapping four-year terms. The members represent expertise in the delivery, financing,

research, development, and administration of health and human services in rural areas.

Several members are involved in training rural health professionals. Others are

representatives of state government, provider associations and other rural interest groups.

Each year, the Committee selects one or more topics upon which to focus during the year.

Background documents are then prepared for the Committee by both staff and contractors

to help inform members on the issue. The Committee then produces a report with

recommendations on that issue for the Secretary by the end of the year. In addition to the

report, the Committee may also produce white papers on select policy issues. The

Committee also sends letters to the Secretary after each meeting. The letters serve as a

vehicle for the Committee to raise other issues with the Secretary separate and apart from

the report process.

The Committee meets three times a year. The first meeting is held during the winter

months in Washington. The Committee then meets twice in the field (in June and

September). The Washington meeting often coincides with the opening of a Congressional

session and serves as a starting point for setting the Committee's agenda for the coming

year. The field visits include ongoing work on the yearly topics with some time devoted to

site visits and presentations by the host community.

 
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Dana Wolpert
To: Katie Altshuler; Tammie Wright
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday
Date: Friday, April 29, 2011 3:55:21 PM

Katie, if either of them attend the lunch we will need to let Liz and security know, so be sure to let
Tammie know so she can pass it along.
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 3:52 PM
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Dana Wolpert
Subject: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday
Importance: High
 
Secretary Cline will join me for the 11 am meeting. I have also invited Val
Schott from the OSU Center for Rural Health.  This is for the meeting with me
that will take place prior to the lunch. Please let me know if you would like
either of them to attend the lunch.
 
Governor Musgrove is chair of the National Advisory Committee on Rural Health
and Services.  He wants to speak with Governor Fallin regarding
rural health and any possible help the committee can provide with health
insurance exchanges. 
 

National Advisory Committee on Rural
Health & Human Services
The National Advisory Committee on Rural Health and Human Services (NACRHHS) is a

21-member citizens' panel of nationally recognized rural health experts that provides

recommendations on rural issues to the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human

Services. The Committee was chartered in 1987 to advise the Secretary of Health and

Human Services on ways to address health care problems in rural America. It was

expanded to 21 members in 2002 and charged with focusing on both health and human

service issues in rural areas.

The Committee is chaired by former Mississippi Governor Ronnie Musgrove. The

Committee's private and public-sector members reflect wide-ranging, first-hand experience
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with rural issues -- in medicine, nursing, administration, finance, law, research, business,

public health, aging, welfare and human service issues.

The Committee is currently composed of 21 members, including the chairman, who serve

overlapping four-year terms. The members represent expertise in the delivery, financing,

research, development, and administration of health and human services in rural areas.

Several members are involved in training rural health professionals. Others are

representatives of state government, provider associations and other rural interest groups.

Each year, the Committee selects one or more topics upon which to focus during the year.

Background documents are then prepared for the Committee by both staff and contractors

to help inform members on the issue. The Committee then produces a report with

recommendations on that issue for the Secretary by the end of the year. In addition to the

report, the Committee may also produce white papers on select policy issues. The

Committee also sends letters to the Secretary after each meeting. The letters serve as a

vehicle for the Committee to raise other issues with the Secretary separate and apart from

the report process.

The Committee meets three times a year. The first meeting is held during the winter

months in Washington. The Committee then meets twice in the field (in June and

September). The Washington meeting often coincides with the opening of a Congressional

session and serves as a starting point for setting the Committee's agenda for the coming

year. The field visits include ongoing work on the yearly topics with some time devoted to

site visits and presentations by the host community.

 
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Katie Altshuler
To:  DPS contact; Dana Wolpert
Cc: Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday
Date: Friday, April 29, 2011 4:11:14 PM

If it is easiest they can ride with me!

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: @dps.state.ok.us [mailto:
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 4:10 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Dana Wolpert
Cc: Tammie Wright
Subject: Re: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday

Are they riding with Katie or in a separate vehicle?

Captain 
Troop Commander
Troop ES - Executive Security Division
Governor's Detail
Oklahoma Highway Patrol
Office:  
Cell:      

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler [Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: 04/29/2011 04:07 PM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>;Dana Wolpert   <Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: Tammie Wright <Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov>; DPS contact      
< >
Subject: RE: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday

Sorry meant Cline and Dr. Val Schott

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 4:07 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Tammie Wright;  DPS contact
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Subject: RE: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday

Cline and Musgrove are confirmed for lunch as well.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

From: Dana Wolpert
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 4:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Tammie Wright;  DPS contact
Subject: RE: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday

We'll have to give security a heads up if they need to drive over, but that can probably be done day of.

I've copied Pat.

Thanks!

Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 3:52 PM
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Dana Wolpert
Subject: Musgrove Meeting/Lunch on Monday
Importance: High

Secretary Cline will join me for the 11 am meeting. I have also invited Val Schott from the OSU Center
for Rural Health.  This is for the meeting with me that will take place prior to the lunch. Please let me
know if you would like either of them to attend the lunch.

Governor Musgrove is chair of the National Advisory Committee on Rural Health and Services.  He wants
to speak with Governor Fallin regarding

rural health and any possible help the committee can provide with health insurance exchanges.

National Advisory Committee on Rural Health & Human Services
The National Advisory Committee on Rural Health and Human Services (NACRHHS) is a 21-member
citizens' panel of nationally recognized rural health experts that provides recommendations on rural
issues to the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services. The Committee was chartered
in 1987 to advise the Secretary of Health and Human Services on ways to address health care problems
in rural America. It was expanded to 21 members in 2002 and charged with focusing on both health
and human service issues in rural areas.
The Committee is chaired by former Mississippi Governor Ronnie Musgrove. The Committee's private
and public-sector members reflect wide-ranging, first-hand experience with rural issues -- in medicine,



nursing, administration, finance, law, research, business, public health, aging, welfare and human
service issues.
The Committee is currently composed of 21 members, including the chairman, who serve overlapping
four-year terms. The members represent expertise in the delivery, financing, research, development,
and administration of health and human services in rural areas. Several members are involved in
training rural health professionals. Others are representatives of state government, provider associations
and other rural interest groups.
Each year, the Committee selects one or more topics upon which to focus during the year. Background
documents are then prepared for the Committee by both staff and contractors to help inform members
on the issue. The Committee then produces a report with recommendations on that issue for the
Secretary by the end of the year. In addition to the report, the Committee may also produce white
papers on select policy issues. The Committee also sends letters to the Secretary after each meeting.
The letters serve as a vehicle for the Committee to raise other issues with the Secretary separate and
apart from the report process.
The Committee meets three times a year. The first meeting is held during the winter months in
Washington. The Committee then meets twice in the field (in June and September). The Washington
meeting often coincides with the opening of a Congressional session and serves as a starting point for
setting the Committee's agenda for the coming year. The field visits include ongoing work on the yearly
topics with some time devoted to site visits and presentations by the host community.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov



From: Mary Fallin
To: Craig Perry
Subject: Re: nice comments from today"s announcement
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:25:19 PM

Thank you!

Mary Fallin

On Nov 19, 2012, at 4:45 PM, Craig Perry <Craig.Perry@Gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor,
Below are some of the nice comments found online after the
announcement today.  Thought you might like to see a few:
 
Rep. David Derby:  “Way to go Gov Fallin!! She just announced to
Obama to go stick it with your health exchanges.”
 
Matt Pinnell:  “Governor Fallin today joined many other states in
her decision to say no to #Obamacare state exchanges. Thank you,
Governor.”
 
Senator David Holt: “I applaud Governor Fallin for rejecting the
Obamacare health insurance exchange and Medicaid expansion. We
have to halt fed gov expansion.”

Mike Means: “Proud of the Governor!”

OCPA: “Fallin to Obama: You broke it, you buy it” "We applaud
Governor Fallin’s bold leadership"
 
Michael Carnuccio: "The way to save our country is through strong
states & those start w/a strong governor." “Kudos to Governor
Fallin”
 
Tina Korbe Dzurisin with OCPA: “So proud and happy that Governor
Fallin said NO to Medicaid expansion and state-based exchange. I
love Oklahoma!”
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: ObamaCare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Constituent Update
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 5:43:58 PM

Interesting, thanks Cody!

On Nov 14, 2012, at 3:39 PM, "Cody Inman" <Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

All: these numbers are from Thursday (8th) thru today at 5pm.(14th)
If you need additional numbers, let me know.
 
 

Constituent Letters and or Calls- Affordable Care Act
11/8 -- 11/14

In Favor Opposed

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare 9 25
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 25 42
Calls:  Referenced ObamaCare & Insurance Exchange 84
Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid 9
Total 43 91

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: dutch harbert
To: Governor Info
Subject: RE: Oklahoma Has a Duty to Resist
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 8:18:18 PM

Governor Fallin,

Oklahoma resoundingly rejected ObamaCare last week.  Fully two-thirds of Oklahoma voters voted

against President Obama.  That is why we need to stand up to the federal government and reject

Obamacare completely.

Two things are required for the implementation of ObamaCare:

     1) Health Insurance Exchanges – This is the process that the federal government uses to take over

every private health plan in the state.

      2) Medicaid Expansion – Medicaid was created to provide health care to the poorest of the poor,

but this expansion would expand this coverage to most Americans.

Last year you, Governor Fallin, returned Federal monies earmarked to implement ObamaCare.  That

was great!  Now we have have the chance to do it again.

the U.S. Supreme Court’s recent decision prevents the federal government from forcing states to

implement ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion by withholding all Medicaid funding from any State that

refused to do so.

Contrary to what some special interest groups are trying to say, we are not going to be in trouble if we

don’t implement ObamaCare. 

The Supreme Court actually said the states have a duty to resist the federal government:

The Framers thus ensured that powers which "in the ordinary course of affairs, concern the
lives, liberties, and properties of the people were held by governments more local and more
accountable than a distant federal bureaucracy. The independent power of the States also
serves as a check on the power of the Federal Government: 'By denying anyone government
complete jurisdiction over all the concerns of public life, federalism protects the liberty of the
individual from arbitrary power' ... In the typical case we look to the States to defend their
prerogatives by adopting 'the simple expedient of not yielding' to federal blandishments when
they do not want to embrace the federal policies as their own. The States are separate and
independent sovereigns. Sometimes they have to act like it."

So, if a State simply refuses to accept federal mandates (and the associated “bribe” money) to

implement ObamaCare health exchanges, then the entire law falls flat on its face.

Do not cave to the  pressure from groups such as Big Insurance, Big Hospital chains and Big

Government bureaucrats to ignore the people and foist this upon us.

We must refuse the implementation of ObamaCare in Oklahoma immediately!

 

It is YOUR responsibility as Governor under the 10th Amendment to stand up to the over-reaching

power of the federal government and protect the citizens of Oklahoma.

Please prevent the implementation of ObamaCare now.

Sincerely,

Dutch Harbert



 

Owasso, OK  74055



From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:23:00 AM

Lol.  Very true.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
1 down 7 to go
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Thank you!
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
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Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Cody Inman; Aaron Cooper; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:16:35 PM

Ok but he’s actually asking for the records … which means correspondence in our office from constituents,
voicemails (if we saved any), etc.
Do we have that stuff?
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
FYI
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Thank you.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support
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PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)
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5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Audrey Rockwell
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:13:36 PM

Thank you.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
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PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)
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______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:22:45 AM

Thank you!
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
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______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Audrey Rockwell; Cody Inman; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:29:56 PM

I sent the spreadsheet and will let u know what he says 
 
From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 04:17 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Cody Inman; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally 
 
Technically, he only asked for voicemails. Which we don’t keep.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:17 PM
To: Cody Inman; Aaron Cooper; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Ok but he’s actually asking for the records … which means correspondence in our office from constituents,
voicemails (if we saved any), etc.
Do we have that stuff?
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
FYI
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Thank you.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
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______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins; Craig Perry; Travis Brauer; Audrey

Rockwell
Subject: Re: Open Records Request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:06:22 PM

Oh geez. This will take a while. 

On Nov 16, 2012, at 17:03, "Rebecca Frazier" <Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Hello All,
 
Can you please gather and send to Audrey any emails or documents that you may
have for the following Open Records Request.  Audrey will also need an
estimate of the amount of time you spent gathering the requested information.
Thank you in advance.
 
 
 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the

national "Affordable Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between

Gov. Fallin and her staff, her cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials.

Obviously we realize that correspondence between the governor and her legal counsel

are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of those emails fall well

within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
 
 
 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
 

 

 

 

 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
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Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
 
 

mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov


To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Audrey Rockwell; Cody Inman; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: open records request re: consitutent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 1:05:37 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Alex,
 
 
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 1:00 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: open records request re: consitutent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance
exchanges
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 12:59 PM
To: Cody Inman; Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins
Subject: open records request re: consitutent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
As predicted, OETA asking for constituent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance exchange. I
would like to be able to get these documents to him as quickly as possible, given all our other Open Records
woes. If its possible to get them to him today, lets do that.
 
He is baffled that we cannot store thousands of voicemails and give them to him. I wrote:
 
We have had hundreds, if not thousands, of voice messages on the issue of health insurance exchanges and
Medicaid expansion (as the chart I sent you shows). Does your voicemail system allow you to store thousands
of voicemails? Ours does not. We must listen to them and then delete them, otherwise no one else can leave
voicemails.
 
 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:42 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Dick Pryor
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thank you for the statistics.  I have to also say I know of no voice mail system that allows you to listen to a
message and determine what the caller had to say that then cannot save that message to be listened to again. 
Even the most primitive answering machine could do that.   I have to ask then what kind of system are you using
because otherwise it sounds like you listened to the messages and then made the decision to erase them.  That
would be contrary to the Open Records Law.  I realize you have had recent issues with the law and do not want
to add to those problems but I have to tell you,  your explanation so far falls short of explaining why citizen
messages to the chief executive of the state of Oklahoma cannot be maintained as required by the Open
Records Law. 
 
How about emails, I would consider those to be an Open Record also so are those available instead?
 
Thank you for your assistance so far

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
FYI they wanted me to clarify that our current system is not and cannot be set up to save voicemails, especially
such a large volume of voicemails.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:25 PM
To: 'Bob Sands'
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – talked to our public affairs people. They do not save the voicemails so we can’t offer that record.
However they did create a “support or oppose” spreadsheet for all voicemails, calls and letter concerning the
expansion of Medicaid and the creation of an exchange. that is included below.
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thanks Alex.  Where do I go or who do I contact to pick up the info under the open records request?
 
 
Bob S

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:12 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – our public affairs department says they will have the info re: your open records request compiled by the
end of the day.
 

mailto:bsands@oeta.tv
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The governor is unavailable for an on-camera interview but you are certainly welcome to reference the Fox
News bit. Thanks.
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Alex:
 
   Todays is our last chance for an on camera interview concerning the Health Care decisions.  If we can’t do
them today we will probably use the interview the Governor did with Fox news to represent her side in this
matter. 
 
   On the open records request.  I need a response no later than tomorrow preferably today. 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: Re: interview request
 
Open records request received. 
I'll let you know about the interview (we did hold a press conference to announce the decision and take
questions from reporters at the time). 
It is not true that opinion pages and blogs have all been negative. The response, especially from conservative
corners of the mediasphere, has been positive. 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network.  I am
asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting up a health care
exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have almost all
been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they were recorded, I
would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal request for copies of those
recordings.
 
Thank you for your time

mailto:BSands@oeta.tv
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Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:53:00 PM

J
 

From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Denise Northrup
Cc: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
We will put it in the pile.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Open Records request
 

 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records
requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents related to both Gov.
Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator" funding regarding health care
exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's decision on the state not setting up a health
care exchange and the Governor's decision not to expand medicare. The third request is
seeking memos, e-mails or other written communication regarding the decision to deny
earlier open records requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how
long you anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.
 
 
 
Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:52:53 PM

Let the “pile on” begin
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Open Records request
 

 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records
requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents related to both Gov.
Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator" funding regarding health care
exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's decision on the state not setting up a health
care exchange and the Governor's decision not to expand medicare. The third request is
seeking memos, e-mails or other written communication regarding the decision to deny
earlier open records requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how
long you anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.
 
 
 
Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Ann Waddell
Bcc: Ted Wade
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:52:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

That is wrong on soooo many levels.  
First of all, I can’t even grasp the idea of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven!   Poor Mary Jo Kopechne
would probably be disappointed to see him there!
 
 

From: hotmail_3dfb7f28e67ea2da@live.com [mailto:hotmail_3dfb7f28e67ea2da@live.com] On Behalf
Of Ann Waddell
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:50 PM
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
His wife said - now he can rest.
 

From: Michelle.Waddell@gov.ok.gov
To: Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov; Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov; AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov;
Cindy.Harper@gov.ok.gov; Brett.Thomas@gov.ok.gov
Date: Thu, 28 Jun 2012 15:09:08 -0500
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote

The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 
From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted
Kennedy ‘Would Go to Heaven and
Help Us Pass the Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)
(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying now
Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”
“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the late
Massachusetts Democratic senator.
“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or another. And
now he can rest in peace.”
Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no surprise.” 
The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality of the law, despite
the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid ground in terms
of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she said. “And with that
confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”
“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for the
American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I., at the
inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen. Patrick Leahy)
Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass healthcare
reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a longtime champion for
health-care reform.
“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy this
morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role that he played a
lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our country. He called it the
great unfinished business of our country, our society.”
In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual mandate is
not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the Congress’ power to tax and
spend.
“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the Commerce
Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation, the Constitution has
made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4 majority opinion.
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LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-heaven-and-
help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:45:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Perhaps…….. 
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:42 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Cindy Harper; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Maybe he got a presidential pardon up there…
 
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
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“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:28:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

We are of one mind.  (How very sad for you!)
 
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
That is sooo funny and I was thinking the same thing…maybe if she would have had the health care
this would have never happened….Yeah I kinda am struggling with that concept too.
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
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Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
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that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
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The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.
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“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

http://cnsnews.com/image/pelosi-1


Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Bcc: Ann Waddell; Ted Wade
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.
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“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
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majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:06:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

GAG me!
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=107430
mailto:Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
mailto:AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Cindy.Harper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Brett.Thomas@gov.ok.gov
http://cnsnews.com/source/elizabeth-harrington
http://cnsnews.com/source/119001/feed
http://cnsnews.com/image/pelosi-1



Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.
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LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:18:35 PM
Attachments: image002.png

I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
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Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

http://cnsnews.com/source/elizabeth-harrington
http://cnsnews.com/source/119001/feed
http://cnsnews.com/image/pelosi-1


“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Phone Line
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 6:00:53 PM

OMES was able to find a solution to all the we discussed. We will have options to help answer calls in
the intern suite after Monday. An auto answer with the options  we discussed below with the
approved language will be in place start Monday. This is temporary and can be removed at our
request. A test was done at 5 today on the system to see how it will work and all worked well. Today
was interesting with all the calls, thank you both for approving these options—it will greatly help
with the high call volume.
 
Something very interesting that we found today thru the calls is that most people were opposed to
Obamacare, but when asked if they would like the state to be in control of the health care exchange
they quickly answered yes. Also, most of the public thinks the governor has the ability to completely
opt out of Obamacare. Just a reminder of what
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:01 PM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Phone Line
 
I don't think we can do that, if mail box is full, they need to go back to a person. Can we have an
extra line added, so an intern can answer main line from mail desk? And then you guys or interns
can work to empty to comment line a couple times a day?
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 01:59 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Phone Line 
 
See changes below --I spoke to OMES and they are going to attempt to expand the mailbox size to
the largest capacity. There is a chance that the mail box will fill up quickly with the call volume. Can
we add something in the message that if the mailbox is full, please try back at another time? Either
way, thank you both for helping us out with this option!!
 
"Thank you for contacting the office of Governor Fallin. If you are calling to express your opinion
about President Obama’s Affordable Care Act, please press 1. If you are calling regarding another
issue please press 2 and you will be connected to our office."

Secondary menu:

Your call is very important to us and Governor Fallin values your opinion. Please leave your
comments regarding the President Obama’s Affordable Care Act. (If this message line is full, please
try back at another time, as we are experiencing high call volumes)
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From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 1:52 PM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Phone Line
 
Please add it to the secondary menu item also and then we are good to go!
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 01:49 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Phone Line 
 
Katie: Here are the changes the we spoke about.
 
"Thank you for contacting the office of Governor Fallin. If you are calling to express your opinion
about President Obama’s Affordable Care Act, please press 1. If you are calling regarding another
issue please press 2 and you will be connected to our office."

Secondary menu:

Your call is very important to us and Governor Fallin values your opinion. Please leave your
comments regarding the President Obama’s Affordable Care Act. (If this message line is full, please
try back at another time, as we are experiencing high call volumes)

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 1:10 PM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Phone Line
 
"Thank you for contacting the office of Governor Fallin. If you are calling to express your opinion
about the Affordable Care Act, please press 1. If you are calling regarding another issue please press
2 and you will be connected to our office."

Secondary menu:

Your call is very important to us and Governor Fallin values your opinion. Please leave your
comments regarding the Affordable Care Act.

 
From: Cody Inman 



Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Phone Line 
 
Katie: I just received this from Denise. Did you see the attached draft of what the voice recording
would look like? I have attached a rough draft. This language would only be temporary and could be
adapted to anything appropriate. Let me you know what you think.
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Re: Phone Line
 
Katie said it was fine if you can look into it. We need to help with the draft...

On Nov 16, 2012, at 9:29 AM, "Cody Inman" <Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

 
 
I understand. The word poll is not being used at all. If people ask about the ‘poll’ we
tell them we can mark down their comment but there is not a poll being conducted.
 
What I was trying to convey with the auto phone system was that the system would
calculate the number of callers so it could produce a number for us internally , not that
we would be conducting a poll.  None of this the public would be hearing or seeing.
Attached is just some example language of what it would say. Sorry if this was
confusing!! I will not move forward with it.
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:17 AM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Re: Phone Line
 
No, don't think so. People will have to be paying, and perhaps we change the message
on voicemail to tell people due to the high volume of calls, may have to try back later.
Or even leave a MSG after hours to register your opinion. I don't want anyone to use e
word poll...that's not what we're doing

On Nov 16, 2012, at 9:07 AM, "Cody Inman" <Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Denise:
 
I just spoke to OMES about options to help with the massive amounts of
calls. They said there is an auto system we can put in place temporarily
that would help route the calls to log them as a poll and then business
callers to the switch board to be routed to staff. Wanted to see if I can go
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ahead and proceed to see if we can get something like that in place
today?
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can
further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at
www.FallinforBusiness.com.
 
 
 
 
 
 

<Language for auto phone line.docx.docx>
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To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:39:08 AM

We are providing letters from constituents before and after the governor’s decision. Along with call
tallies of opposition and support of the governor’s decision.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
 
Thanks Cody. 

We need to have an idea of what we are providing to OETA. Can I come look through everything this
afternoon? Also, did you guys catch any red flags? 

Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 09:43 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Subject: PPACA Letters 
 
Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
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Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:55:08 AM

Thanks Cody. 

We need to have an idea of what we are providing to OETA. Can I come look through everything this
afternoon? Also, did you guys catch any red flags? 

Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 09:43 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Subject: PPACA Letters 
 
Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 2:07:16 PM
Attachments: Quick Peek Agreement 12-4-2012.docx

I spoke with Mr. Sands.  He is busy working on another story that will air this week, so he will not
make it to our office to review the constituent letters until Friday. 
                                                                                    
Attached is the agreement that we are asking him to sign in order to review the documents.  I plan
on sending this over to him this afternoon.  Please let me know if you have any questions/concerns. 
 
Thanks.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:40 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
 
We are providing letters/emails from constituents before and after the governor’s decision. Along
with call tallies of opposition and support of the governor’s decision.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
 
Thanks Cody. 

We need to have an idea of what we are providing to OETA. Can I come look through everything this
afternoon? Also, did you guys catch any red flags? 

Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 09:43 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Subject: PPACA Letters 
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Open Records Agreement  



On Wednesday, November 28, 2012, I, Bob Sands with Oklahoma Educational Television Authority (OETA), requested documents pursuant to the Oklahoma Open Records Act from Governor Mary Fallin’s office. 



I requested all mail, including electronic mail, received by the Governor’s office from the citizens of Oklahoma related to Medicaid expansion and the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (commonly known as “PPACA” or “Obamacare”). 



The Office of the Governor has agreed to prepare the above mentioned correspondence and then allow me to review the correspondence (hereinafter “documents under review”) in the Governor’s office. 



WHEREFORE, pursuant to state and federal law, some or all of the documents under review may be subsequently designated by the Governor’s office as “privileged” documents including executive privilege, deliberative process privilege, or attorney-client privilege. 



WHEREFORE, pursuant to state and federal law, information contained within some or all of the documents under review may be subsequently designated by the Governor’s office as “confidential” including information related to personal addresses, phone numbers, or electronic mail addresses.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The Governor’s office will permit Bob Sands with OETA to review mail received by the Governor’s office from the citizens of Oklahoma related to PPACA. 



2. Bob Sands’ review of the documents will not prohibit the Governor’s office from subsequently designating some or all of the documents or information contained therein as “privileged” or “confidential”.  



3. Bob Sands’ review of the documents does not constitute a waiver of privilege or confidentiality that may be subsequently asserted by the Governor’s office in connection with the documents under review. 



4. Bob Sands will not create specific notes related to information contained within the documents. 



5. Bob Sands will only create notes related to the general tone and input from the public as a whole regarding this issue. 



6. Bob Sands will not remove any of the documents under review from the premises of the Governor’s office located at 2300 Lincoln Blvd., Ste. 212 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 



Oklahoma Educational Television Authority



						By: ______________________________	

						        Bob Sands, Reporter 
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Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Katie Altshuler; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Nico Gomez; Steve Mullins; Glenn Coffee; Gina Ramsey; AJ

Mallory; Alex Pettit; Connie Holt; Mike.Fogarty@okhca.org; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: PPACA Meeting Request - Please Respond w/ Availability
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 10:02:44 AM
Importance: High

Looks like we have narrowed it down to the times below, please let me know if these work! Thanks,
Katie
 
Monday, July 9: 9-10 am or 3-5 pm
Tuesday, July 10: 4-5 pm
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:54 AM
To: 'Cline, Dr.Terry L.'; Cox-Kain, Julie; 'Nico Gomez'; Steve Mullins; Glenn Coffee; Gina Ramsey; AJ
Mallory; 'Alex Pettit'; 'Connie Holt'; 'Mike.Fogarty@okhca.org'; Denise Northrup
Subject: PPACA Meeting Request - Please Respond w/ Availability
Importance: High
 
Per my e-mail on Friday we would like to set up a meeting for next week to discuss PPACA and the
Supreme Court Ruling.  Please the proposed dates and times below and let me know what works
best. I would think the meeting will take at least one hour. The meeting will take place in the
Governor’s Office. Thanks, Katie
 
 
Monday, July 9: 9 – 11 am, 3-5 pm
Tuesday, July 10: 3-5 pm
Wednesday, July 11: 9:30 – 11:30 am, 1:30-4:30 pm
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Mary Fallin
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Re: PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:46:13 PM

Looks good
Thank you 

Mary Fallin

On Nov 28, 2012, at 4:12 PM, Cody Inman <Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor – Here is the Affordable Care Act tally that is going to press. Thanks!
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: Re: Press announcement
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:07:13 PM

Thank you! 
 
From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:04 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Press announcement 
 
Okay-no problem!
 
Also, I have attached a letter that we received today from Sebelius extending the deadline to Dec.
14 for State-based Exchange Blueprint applications.
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:59 PM
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: Re: Press announcement
 
Not right now, but thank you for thinking ahead
 
From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:54 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Press announcement 
 
Katie,
 
Aaron just informed me that he will be sending out a press notices within the afternoon stating that
GMF hasn’t made a decision.  Do we want to forward that to all the members?
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Altman, Michelle
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Re: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:06:43 PM

Ty
 
From: Cody Inman [mailto:Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 01:03 PM
To: Altman, Michelle 
Subject: FW: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion 
 
FYI.

 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Michelle.Altman@mail.house.gov
mailto:Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov
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“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###



From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Weintz; Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: schedule addition
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 10:29:45 AM

Additional info added
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 10:23 AM
To: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: schedule addition
 
Wednesday, 3/30/11
 
645 am
Interview with channel 9
Contact: 405.841.9956
location: KWTV studios, 7401 N Kelley Ave, OKC
subject: health insurance exchanges, education
interview with: Stan Miller and Robin Marsh
 
 
7 am
Interview with channel 6 tulsa via satellite
Contact: 405.841.9956
Location: KWTV studios, 7401 N Kelley Ave, OKC
subject: health insurance exchanges, education
interview with: Leanne Taylor and Rich Lenz
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Alex Weintz; Tammie Wright
Subject: RE: schedule addition
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 11:21:51 AM

These are both in person live interviews right? (I know the second one is satellite)
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 10:23 AM
To: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: schedule addition
 
Wednesday, 3/30/11
 
645 am
Interview with channel 9
Contact: 405.841.9956
location: KWTV studios, 7401 N Kelley Ave, OKC
subject: health insurance exchanges, education
 
7 am
Interview with channel 6 tulsa via satellite
Contact: 405.841.9956
Location: KWTV studios, 7401 N Kelley Ave, OKC
subject: health insurance exchanges, education
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Monica Block
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
Date: Friday, July 27, 2012 11:08:41 AM

Dana,
 
The schedule has changed a little, and I have pasted it below.  We are excited that Governor
Fallin is already confirmed!
 
Thank you!
Monica  
 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012
 
3:30 PM – 5:00 PM               Romney for President Open Press Roundtable with
Governors
(Governor’s Time: 3:55 PM – 4:50 PM
                                                Location:         Carbondale, CO
The Romney Campaign is expecting an audience of around 500.  Governor Romney will give
brief remarks, highlighting the Romney Plan for a Stronger Middle Class.  Then will walk
through the highlights and throw it to a Governor who exemplifies each point
 
5:15 PM – 6:00 PM               Romney for President Fundraiser
(Governor’s Time: 5:30 PM – 6:00 PM

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Room TBD
 
5:45 PM – 6:30 PM               Governors Parlors

Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
Governor Jan Brewer, Arizona
Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico
Governor Rick Perry, Texas

                                                            Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Buttermilk
Room
 

Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice Chairman
Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma
Governor Gary Herbert, Utah

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Aspen Room
 
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA Chairman
Governor Matt Mead, Wyoming
Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Highlands
Room

 
6:45 PM – 7:00 PM                Private Meeting with Governor Romney and RGA Governors

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Room TBD 
           
7:00 PM                                  Reception & Dinner

mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG
mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov


                                                Location:         Pine Creek Cookhouse
11399 Castle Creek Road 
Aspen, CO 81611

 
 
From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 12:50 PM
To: Monica Block
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
She will! Will she be asked to speak at either of them?
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Thank you!  Will you let me know when you can if the Governor will join in those two new
events?
 
From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Monica Block
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
That’s great! Thank you!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 5:14 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Dana,
 
We are excited that Governor Romney will now be joining us in Aspen next week.  Due to his
attendance, there are going to be a few changes to the RGA schedule that I wanted to make you
aware of as well as an additional ask that we’d like your Governor to attend.   I’ve pasted
below our schedule, and highlighted where we would now like your Governor to join Governor

mailto:[mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG]
mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov
mailto:[mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG]


Romney.  His attendance is not public, but we wanted the Governors to know.  Can you please
review this and let me know if your Governor will participate in these new events?
 
Please let me know if you have any questions!
 
Sincerely,
Monica 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2012
 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM                The Aspen Institute: A Conversation with Republican
Governors - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE PRESS

The 2012 Aspen Institute McCloskey Speaker Series welcomes
Republican governors in conversation with Aspen Institute
President and CEO Walter Isaacson.
Location:         The Aspen Institute – Greenwald Pavilion

1000 North Third Street
                                                                        Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA
Chairman

Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin
Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina

                                                                        Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
                                                                        Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice
Chairman

Walter Isaacson, President and CEO, The Aspen
Institute,

Washington, DC
 
7:30 PM                                  Welcome Reception & Dinner

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico

Governor Rick Perry, Texas
Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012
 
8:30 AM – 9:30 AM               Breakfast and 2012 Political Update

RGA Executive Director Phil Cox will provide a political update on
the 2012 election cycle and attendees will hear from candidates for
governor from Montana and Washington.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director
                        The Honorable Rick Hill, 2012 Candidate for

Governor,
Montana

                        Attorney General Rob McKenna, 2012 Candidate
for

Governor, Washington
 



9:45 AM – 10:45 AM             Panel Discussion I: Obamacare After the SCOTUS Decision:
What’s Next?

On June 28, the Supreme Court ruled on the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) upholding the individual mandate as
a tax, but limiting the power of the federal government to coerce
state Medicaid expansions. Regarding the Medicaid expansion, the
court ruled that the government could not compel states to expand
Medicaid by threatening to withhold federal money to existing
Medicaid programs. This presents an opportunity for governors to
opt out of the expansion without losing their existing share of
federal Medicaid funding. Within hours of the decision, Republican
governors in several states said they were likely to oppose
expanding the program. In addition to the Medicaid piece,
governors must also decide whether to establish a state-
administered health insurance exchange. This panel examines the
decisions confronting governors, along with the remaining political,
regulatory and legal uncertainties surrounding the law and its
impact on businesses.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Gary Herbert, Utah

                                                            Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
Michael Neidorff, Chairman and CEO, Centene

Corporation, St. Louis, MO
                                                                        Dr. George Rapier, Chairman and CEO, WellMed
Medical

Management, Inc., San Antonio, TX
 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM            Panel Discussion II: State Solutions: Economic Growth in the
Obama Era

Republican governors are providing a clear contrast to the failed
economic policies of the Obama administration.  Under President
Obama, the nation has endured 41 consecutive months with the
unemployment rate over 8 percent and the most recent quarter was
the worst quarter of job creation in 2 years.  Despite the national
headwinds, GOP-led states are experiencing economic success.
States with Republican governors are adding jobs at a faster pace
than their Democratic counterparts and states that elected new
Republican governors in 2010 have seen their unemployment rates
drop nearly 50 percent more than states with new Democratic
governors. In July, CNBC released its annual list of best states for
business, and Republican governors led the way.  CNBC found that
12 of the 15 top states for business have GOP governors. Instead of
emulating the policies of Republican governors which encourage
entrepreneurship and job creators, the Obama administration
continues to impede upon the states with overregulation and the
threat of higher taxes.  This panel explores how governors can
work with business leaders to ensure the private sector adds jobs
despite the federal government’s overreach.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA

Chairman
Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma

                        Governor Rick Perry, Texas



Alan Gocha, Managing Partner, ETC Capital, LLC
Ross Perot, Jr., Chairman, Hillwood Development
Company,

Dallas, TX
 

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM              Luncheon: Governors’ Races and the 2012 Battlegrounds
With 11 states holding governors’ races this November, the RGA is
in position to expand its majority and make a major impact on the
2012 elections. Many of the states where RGA will engage are also
critical Presidential and Senate battleground states.  As shown in
the Wisconsin recall election, the RGA and ideologically-aligned
groups are able to work together, and their efforts benefit
candidates up and down the ballot. This panel will explore the 2012
political landscape and the interplay between gubernatorial and
federal races.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director

Ed Gillespie, Founder, Ed Gillespie Strategies;
Senior Advisor,

Romney for President; Chairman, RSLC;
 Former Chairman, RNC; Former
Chairman, Republican Party of Virginia,
Alexandria, VA

Karl Rove, Former Deputy Chief of Staff and Senior
Advisor

to President George W. Bush; Author,
Courage and Consequence; Fox News
Contributor; Wall Street Journal Columnist,
Washington, DC

 
1:45 PM – 4:45 PM                 Optional Activities

Location:         Off-site; Departing from The St. Regis Aspen Resort
 
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM               Romney for President Roundtable with Governor Mitt
Romney and RGA Governors - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE
PRESS
                                                Location:         TBD (30 minutes away from the St. Regis)
Please hold this on your Governor’s schedule for now.  We hope to have more details
shortly!  Due to the timing, we do not believe that any of the Governors will be able to
participate in the optional activities
 
5:30 PM – 6:15 PM               Romney for President Fundraiser
                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Room TBD
Please have your Governor plan to stop by this fundraiser prior to going to their assigned
Parlor at 5:45 PM.
 
5:45 PM – 6:30 PM                Governors Parlors

Please join our Republican governors for a newly created reception
opportunity to mix and mingle in a more intimate setting before we
depart for Pine Creek Cookhouse. Each of the two parlors will host
three to four governors, and attendees are welcome and
encouraged to visit both parlors.

                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Aspen, Highlands and



Buttermilk
 
7:00 PM                                  Reception & Dinner

Location:         Pine Creek Cookhouse
11399 Castle Creek Road 
Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Mitt Romney
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA

Chairman
Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice

Chairman
Fred Malek, Founder and Chairman, Thayer
Lodging

Group, McLean, VA; Executive Roundtable
Chairman

 
 
Monica Block
Governors Liaison
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250, Washington, DC 20006
202.662.4159 direct | 757.897.9811 cell | 202.662.4926 fax
mblock@rga.org
 

mailto:mblock@rga.org


From: Monica Block
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
Date: Thursday, July 26, 2012 11:52:23 AM

I don’t think so – but I’ll let you know!
 
From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 12:50 PM
To: Monica Block
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
She will! Will she be asked to speak at either of them?
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Thank you!  Will you let me know when you can if the Governor will join in those two new
events?
 
From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Monica Block
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
That’s great! Thank you!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 5:14 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Dana,
 
We are excited that Governor Romney will now be joining us in Aspen next week.  Due to his
attendance, there are going to be a few changes to the RGA schedule that I wanted to make you

mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG
mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov
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mailto:[mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG]


aware of as well as an additional ask that we’d like your Governor to attend.   I’ve pasted
below our schedule, and highlighted where we would now like your Governor to join Governor
Romney.  His attendance is not public, but we wanted the Governors to know.  Can you please
review this and let me know if your Governor will participate in these new events?
 
Please let me know if you have any questions!
 
Sincerely,
Monica 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2012
 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM                The Aspen Institute: A Conversation with Republican
Governors - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE PRESS

The 2012 Aspen Institute McCloskey Speaker Series welcomes
Republican governors in conversation with Aspen Institute
President and CEO Walter Isaacson.
Location:         The Aspen Institute – Greenwald Pavilion

1000 North Third Street
                                                                        Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA
Chairman

Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin
Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina

                                                                        Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
                                                                        Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice
Chairman

Walter Isaacson, President and CEO, The Aspen
Institute,

Washington, DC
 
7:30 PM                                  Welcome Reception & Dinner

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico

Governor Rick Perry, Texas
Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012
 
8:30 AM – 9:30 AM               Breakfast and 2012 Political Update

RGA Executive Director Phil Cox will provide a political update on
the 2012 election cycle and attendees will hear from candidates for
governor from Montana and Washington.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director
                        The Honorable Rick Hill, 2012 Candidate for

Governor,
Montana

                        Attorney General Rob McKenna, 2012 Candidate
for



Governor, Washington
 

9:45 AM – 10:45 AM             Panel Discussion I: Obamacare After the SCOTUS Decision:
What’s Next?

On June 28, the Supreme Court ruled on the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) upholding the individual mandate as
a tax, but limiting the power of the federal government to coerce
state Medicaid expansions. Regarding the Medicaid expansion, the
court ruled that the government could not compel states to expand
Medicaid by threatening to withhold federal money to existing
Medicaid programs. This presents an opportunity for governors to
opt out of the expansion without losing their existing share of
federal Medicaid funding. Within hours of the decision, Republican
governors in several states said they were likely to oppose
expanding the program. In addition to the Medicaid piece,
governors must also decide whether to establish a state-
administered health insurance exchange. This panel examines the
decisions confronting governors, along with the remaining political,
regulatory and legal uncertainties surrounding the law and its
impact on businesses.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Gary Herbert, Utah

                                                            Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
Michael Neidorff, Chairman and CEO, Centene

Corporation, St. Louis, MO
                                                                        Dr. George Rapier, Chairman and CEO, WellMed
Medical

Management, Inc., San Antonio, TX
 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM            Panel Discussion II: State Solutions: Economic Growth in the
Obama Era

Republican governors are providing a clear contrast to the failed
economic policies of the Obama administration.  Under President
Obama, the nation has endured 41 consecutive months with the
unemployment rate over 8 percent and the most recent quarter was
the worst quarter of job creation in 2 years.  Despite the national
headwinds, GOP-led states are experiencing economic success.
States with Republican governors are adding jobs at a faster pace
than their Democratic counterparts and states that elected new
Republican governors in 2010 have seen their unemployment rates
drop nearly 50 percent more than states with new Democratic
governors. In July, CNBC released its annual list of best states for
business, and Republican governors led the way.  CNBC found that
12 of the 15 top states for business have GOP governors. Instead of
emulating the policies of Republican governors which encourage
entrepreneurship and job creators, the Obama administration
continues to impede upon the states with overregulation and the
threat of higher taxes.  This panel explores how governors can
work with business leaders to ensure the private sector adds jobs
despite the federal government’s overreach.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA

Chairman



Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma
                        Governor Rick Perry, Texas

Alan Gocha, Managing Partner, ETC Capital, LLC
Ross Perot, Jr., Chairman, Hillwood Development
Company,

Dallas, TX
 

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM              Luncheon: Governors’ Races and the 2012 Battlegrounds
With 11 states holding governors’ races this November, the RGA is
in position to expand its majority and make a major impact on the
2012 elections. Many of the states where RGA will engage are also
critical Presidential and Senate battleground states.  As shown in
the Wisconsin recall election, the RGA and ideologically-aligned
groups are able to work together, and their efforts benefit
candidates up and down the ballot. This panel will explore the 2012
political landscape and the interplay between gubernatorial and
federal races.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director

Ed Gillespie, Founder, Ed Gillespie Strategies;
Senior Advisor,

Romney for President; Chairman, RSLC;
 Former Chairman, RNC; Former
Chairman, Republican Party of Virginia,
Alexandria, VA

Karl Rove, Former Deputy Chief of Staff and Senior
Advisor

to President George W. Bush; Author,
Courage and Consequence; Fox News
Contributor; Wall Street Journal Columnist,
Washington, DC

 
1:45 PM – 4:45 PM                 Optional Activities

Location:         Off-site; Departing from The St. Regis Aspen Resort
 
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM               Romney for President Roundtable with Governor Mitt
Romney and RGA Governors - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE
PRESS
                                                Location:         TBD (30 minutes away from the St. Regis)
Please hold this on your Governor’s schedule for now.  We hope to have more details
shortly!  Due to the timing, we do not believe that any of the Governors will be able to
participate in the optional activities
 
5:30 PM – 6:15 PM               Romney for President Fundraiser
                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Room TBD
Please have your Governor plan to stop by this fundraiser prior to going to their assigned
Parlor at 5:45 PM.
 
5:45 PM – 6:30 PM                Governors Parlors

Please join our Republican governors for a newly created reception
opportunity to mix and mingle in a more intimate setting before we
depart for Pine Creek Cookhouse. Each of the two parlors will host
three to four governors, and attendees are welcome and



encouraged to visit both parlors.
                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Aspen, Highlands and

Buttermilk
 
7:00 PM                                  Reception & Dinner

Location:         Pine Creek Cookhouse
11399 Castle Creek Road 
Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Mitt Romney
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA

Chairman
Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice

Chairman
Fred Malek, Founder and Chairman, Thayer
Lodging

Group, McLean, VA; Executive Roundtable
Chairman

 
 
Monica Block
Governors Liaison
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250, Washington, DC 20006
202.662.4159 direct | 757.897.9811 cell | 202.662.4926 fax
mblock@rga.org
 

mailto:mblock@rga.org


From: Monica Block
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
Date: Thursday, July 26, 2012 11:49:11 AM

Thank you!  Will you let me know when you can if the Governor will join in those two new
events?
 
From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Monica Block
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
That’s great! Thank you!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 5:14 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Dana,
 
We are excited that Governor Romney will now be joining us in Aspen next week.  Due to his
attendance, there are going to be a few changes to the RGA schedule that I wanted to make you
aware of as well as an additional ask that we’d like your Governor to attend.   I’ve pasted
below our schedule, and highlighted where we would now like your Governor to join Governor
Romney.  His attendance is not public, but we wanted the Governors to know.  Can you please
review this and let me know if your Governor will participate in these new events?
 
Please let me know if you have any questions!
 
Sincerely,
Monica 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2012
 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM                The Aspen Institute: A Conversation with Republican
Governors - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE PRESS

The 2012 Aspen Institute McCloskey Speaker Series welcomes
Republican governors in conversation with Aspen Institute
President and CEO Walter Isaacson.
Location:         The Aspen Institute – Greenwald Pavilion

mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG
mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov
mailto:[mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG]


1000 North Third Street
                                                                        Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA
Chairman

Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin
Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina

                                                                        Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
                                                                        Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice
Chairman

Walter Isaacson, President and CEO, The Aspen
Institute,

Washington, DC
 
7:30 PM                                  Welcome Reception & Dinner

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico

Governor Rick Perry, Texas
Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012
 
8:30 AM – 9:30 AM               Breakfast and 2012 Political Update

RGA Executive Director Phil Cox will provide a political update on
the 2012 election cycle and attendees will hear from candidates for
governor from Montana and Washington.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director
                        The Honorable Rick Hill, 2012 Candidate for

Governor,
Montana

                        Attorney General Rob McKenna, 2012 Candidate
for

Governor, Washington
 

9:45 AM – 10:45 AM             Panel Discussion I: Obamacare After the SCOTUS Decision:
What’s Next?

On June 28, the Supreme Court ruled on the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) upholding the individual mandate as
a tax, but limiting the power of the federal government to coerce
state Medicaid expansions. Regarding the Medicaid expansion, the
court ruled that the government could not compel states to expand
Medicaid by threatening to withhold federal money to existing
Medicaid programs. This presents an opportunity for governors to
opt out of the expansion without losing their existing share of
federal Medicaid funding. Within hours of the decision, Republican
governors in several states said they were likely to oppose
expanding the program. In addition to the Medicaid piece,
governors must also decide whether to establish a state-
administered health insurance exchange. This panel examines the
decisions confronting governors, along with the remaining political,
regulatory and legal uncertainties surrounding the law and its
impact on businesses.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II



Speakers:         Governor Gary Herbert, Utah
                                                            Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana

Michael Neidorff, Chairman and CEO, Centene
Corporation, St. Louis, MO

                                                                        Dr. George Rapier, Chairman and CEO, WellMed
Medical

Management, Inc., San Antonio, TX
 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM            Panel Discussion II: State Solutions: Economic Growth in the
Obama Era

Republican governors are providing a clear contrast to the failed
economic policies of the Obama administration.  Under President
Obama, the nation has endured 41 consecutive months with the
unemployment rate over 8 percent and the most recent quarter was
the worst quarter of job creation in 2 years.  Despite the national
headwinds, GOP-led states are experiencing economic success.
States with Republican governors are adding jobs at a faster pace
than their Democratic counterparts and states that elected new
Republican governors in 2010 have seen their unemployment rates
drop nearly 50 percent more than states with new Democratic
governors. In July, CNBC released its annual list of best states for
business, and Republican governors led the way.  CNBC found that
12 of the 15 top states for business have GOP governors. Instead of
emulating the policies of Republican governors which encourage
entrepreneurship and job creators, the Obama administration
continues to impede upon the states with overregulation and the
threat of higher taxes.  This panel explores how governors can
work with business leaders to ensure the private sector adds jobs
despite the federal government’s overreach.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA

Chairman
Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma

                        Governor Rick Perry, Texas
Alan Gocha, Managing Partner, ETC Capital, LLC
Ross Perot, Jr., Chairman, Hillwood Development
Company,

Dallas, TX
 

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM              Luncheon: Governors’ Races and the 2012 Battlegrounds
With 11 states holding governors’ races this November, the RGA is
in position to expand its majority and make a major impact on the
2012 elections. Many of the states where RGA will engage are also
critical Presidential and Senate battleground states.  As shown in
the Wisconsin recall election, the RGA and ideologically-aligned
groups are able to work together, and their efforts benefit
candidates up and down the ballot. This panel will explore the 2012
political landscape and the interplay between gubernatorial and
federal races.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director

Ed Gillespie, Founder, Ed Gillespie Strategies;
Senior Advisor,



Romney for President; Chairman, RSLC;
 Former Chairman, RNC; Former
Chairman, Republican Party of Virginia,
Alexandria, VA

Karl Rove, Former Deputy Chief of Staff and Senior
Advisor

to President George W. Bush; Author,
Courage and Consequence; Fox News
Contributor; Wall Street Journal Columnist,
Washington, DC

 
1:45 PM – 4:45 PM                 Optional Activities

Location:         Off-site; Departing from The St. Regis Aspen Resort
 
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM               Romney for President Roundtable with Governor Mitt
Romney and RGA Governors - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE
PRESS
                                                Location:         TBD (30 minutes away from the St. Regis)
Please hold this on your Governor’s schedule for now.  We hope to have more details
shortly!  Due to the timing, we do not believe that any of the Governors will be able to
participate in the optional activities
 
5:30 PM – 6:15 PM               Romney for President Fundraiser
                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Room TBD
Please have your Governor plan to stop by this fundraiser prior to going to their assigned
Parlor at 5:45 PM.
 
5:45 PM – 6:30 PM                Governors Parlors

Please join our Republican governors for a newly created reception
opportunity to mix and mingle in a more intimate setting before we
depart for Pine Creek Cookhouse. Each of the two parlors will host
three to four governors, and attendees are welcome and
encouraged to visit both parlors.

                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Aspen, Highlands and
Buttermilk

 
7:00 PM                                  Reception & Dinner

Location:         Pine Creek Cookhouse
11399 Castle Creek Road 
Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Mitt Romney
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA

Chairman
Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice

Chairman
Fred Malek, Founder and Chairman, Thayer
Lodging

Group, McLean, VA; Executive Roundtable
Chairman

 
 
Monica Block



Governors Liaison
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250, Washington, DC 20006
202.662.4159 direct | 757.897.9811 cell | 202.662.4926 fax
mblock@rga.org
 

mailto:mblock@rga.org


From: Alex Weintz
To: Dana Wolpert; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
Date: Monday, July 30, 2012 2:02:58 PM

thanks
 

From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2012 12:32 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Note the open roundtable addition below, looks like she could be speaking…
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2012 11:13 AM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Dana,
 
The schedule has changed a little, and I have pasted it below.  We are excited that Governor
Fallin is already confirmed!
 
Thank you!
Monica  
 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012
 
3:30 PM – 5:00 PM               Romney for President Open Press Roundtable with
Governors
(Governor’s Time: 3:55 PM – 4:50 PM
                                                Location:         Carbondale, CO
The Romney Campaign is expecting an audience of around 500.  Governor Romney will give
brief remarks, highlighting the Romney Plan for a Stronger Middle Class.  Then will walk
through the highlights and throw it to a Governor who exemplifies each point
 
5:15 PM – 6:00 PM               Romney for President Fundraiser
(Governor’s Time: 5:30 PM – 6:00 PM

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Room TBD
 
5:45 PM – 6:30 PM               Governors Parlors

Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG


Governor Jan Brewer, Arizona
Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico
Governor Rick Perry, Texas

                                                            Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Buttermilk
Room
 

Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice Chairman
Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma
Governor Gary Herbert, Utah

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Aspen Room
 
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA Chairman
Governor Matt Mead, Wyoming
Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Highlands
Room

 
6:45 PM – 7:00 PM                Private Meeting with Governor Romney and RGA Governors

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Room TBD 
           
7:00 PM                                  Reception & Dinner
                                                Location:         Pine Creek Cookhouse

11399 Castle Creek Road 
Aspen, CO 81611

 
 
From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 12:50 PM
To: Monica Block
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
She will! Will she be asked to speak at either of them?
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Thank you!  Will you let me know when you can if the Governor will join in those two new
events?
 
From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Monica Block
Subject: RE: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen

mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov
mailto:[mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG]
mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov


 
That’s great! Thank you!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 5:14 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Dana,
 
We are excited that Governor Romney will now be joining us in Aspen next week.  Due to his
attendance, there are going to be a few changes to the RGA schedule that I wanted to make you
aware of as well as an additional ask that we’d like your Governor to attend.   I’ve pasted
below our schedule, and highlighted where we would now like your Governor to join Governor
Romney.  His attendance is not public, but we wanted the Governors to know.  Can you please
review this and let me know if your Governor will participate in these new events?
 
Please let me know if you have any questions!
 
Sincerely,
Monica 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2012
 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM                The Aspen Institute: A Conversation with Republican
Governors - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE PRESS

The 2012 Aspen Institute McCloskey Speaker Series welcomes
Republican governors in conversation with Aspen Institute
President and CEO Walter Isaacson.
Location:         The Aspen Institute – Greenwald Pavilion

1000 North Third Street
                                                                        Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA
Chairman

Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin
Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina

                                                                        Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
                                                                        Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice
Chairman

Walter Isaacson, President and CEO, The Aspen
Institute,

Washington, DC

mailto:[mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG]


 
7:30 PM                                  Welcome Reception & Dinner

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico

Governor Rick Perry, Texas
Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012
 
8:30 AM – 9:30 AM               Breakfast and 2012 Political Update

RGA Executive Director Phil Cox will provide a political update on
the 2012 election cycle and attendees will hear from candidates for
governor from Montana and Washington.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director
                        The Honorable Rick Hill, 2012 Candidate for

Governor,
Montana

                        Attorney General Rob McKenna, 2012 Candidate
for

Governor, Washington
 

9:45 AM – 10:45 AM             Panel Discussion I: Obamacare After the SCOTUS Decision:
What’s Next?

On June 28, the Supreme Court ruled on the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) upholding the individual mandate as
a tax, but limiting the power of the federal government to coerce
state Medicaid expansions. Regarding the Medicaid expansion, the
court ruled that the government could not compel states to expand
Medicaid by threatening to withhold federal money to existing
Medicaid programs. This presents an opportunity for governors to
opt out of the expansion without losing their existing share of
federal Medicaid funding. Within hours of the decision, Republican
governors in several states said they were likely to oppose
expanding the program. In addition to the Medicaid piece,
governors must also decide whether to establish a state-
administered health insurance exchange. This panel examines the
decisions confronting governors, along with the remaining political,
regulatory and legal uncertainties surrounding the law and its
impact on businesses.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Gary Herbert, Utah

                                                            Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
Michael Neidorff, Chairman and CEO, Centene

Corporation, St. Louis, MO
                                                                        Dr. George Rapier, Chairman and CEO, WellMed
Medical

Management, Inc., San Antonio, TX
 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM            Panel Discussion II: State Solutions: Economic Growth in the
Obama Era

Republican governors are providing a clear contrast to the failed
economic policies of the Obama administration.  Under President



Obama, the nation has endured 41 consecutive months with the
unemployment rate over 8 percent and the most recent quarter was
the worst quarter of job creation in 2 years.  Despite the national
headwinds, GOP-led states are experiencing economic success.
States with Republican governors are adding jobs at a faster pace
than their Democratic counterparts and states that elected new
Republican governors in 2010 have seen their unemployment rates
drop nearly 50 percent more than states with new Democratic
governors. In July, CNBC released its annual list of best states for
business, and Republican governors led the way.  CNBC found that
12 of the 15 top states for business have GOP governors. Instead of
emulating the policies of Republican governors which encourage
entrepreneurship and job creators, the Obama administration
continues to impede upon the states with overregulation and the
threat of higher taxes.  This panel explores how governors can
work with business leaders to ensure the private sector adds jobs
despite the federal government’s overreach.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA

Chairman
Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma

                        Governor Rick Perry, Texas
Alan Gocha, Managing Partner, ETC Capital, LLC
Ross Perot, Jr., Chairman, Hillwood Development
Company,

Dallas, TX
 

12:15 PM – 1:15 PM              Luncheon: Governors’ Races and the 2012 Battlegrounds
With 11 states holding governors’ races this November, the RGA is
in position to expand its majority and make a major impact on the
2012 elections. Many of the states where RGA will engage are also
critical Presidential and Senate battleground states.  As shown in
the Wisconsin recall election, the RGA and ideologically-aligned
groups are able to work together, and their efforts benefit
candidates up and down the ballot. This panel will explore the 2012
political landscape and the interplay between gubernatorial and
federal races.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director

Ed Gillespie, Founder, Ed Gillespie Strategies;
Senior Advisor,

Romney for President; Chairman, RSLC;
 Former Chairman, RNC; Former
Chairman, Republican Party of Virginia,
Alexandria, VA

Karl Rove, Former Deputy Chief of Staff and Senior
Advisor

to President George W. Bush; Author,
Courage and Consequence; Fox News
Contributor; Wall Street Journal Columnist,
Washington, DC

 
1:45 PM – 4:45 PM                 Optional Activities



Location:         Off-site; Departing from The St. Regis Aspen Resort
 
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM               Romney for President Roundtable with Governor Mitt
Romney and RGA Governors - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE
PRESS
                                                Location:         TBD (30 minutes away from the St. Regis)
Please hold this on your Governor’s schedule for now.  We hope to have more details
shortly!  Due to the timing, we do not believe that any of the Governors will be able to
participate in the optional activities
 
5:30 PM – 6:15 PM               Romney for President Fundraiser
                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Room TBD
Please have your Governor plan to stop by this fundraiser prior to going to their assigned
Parlor at 5:45 PM.
 
5:45 PM – 6:30 PM                Governors Parlors

Please join our Republican governors for a newly created reception
opportunity to mix and mingle in a more intimate setting before we
depart for Pine Creek Cookhouse. Each of the two parlors will host
three to four governors, and attendees are welcome and
encouraged to visit both parlors.

                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Aspen, Highlands and
Buttermilk

 
7:00 PM                                  Reception & Dinner

Location:         Pine Creek Cookhouse
11399 Castle Creek Road 
Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Mitt Romney
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA

Chairman
Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice

Chairman
Fred Malek, Founder and Chairman, Thayer
Lodging

Group, McLean, VA; Executive Roundtable
Chairman

 
 
Monica Block
Governors Liaison
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250, Washington, DC 20006
202.662.4159 direct | 757.897.9811 cell | 202.662.4926 fax
mblock@rga.org
 

mailto:mblock@rga.org


From: Craig Perry
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: RE: Senate GOP Agenda Press Conference
Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 4:40:37 PM

On Jobs and Economy:
 
Making Oklahoma a prosperous place is a top priority and we have been
presented with a unique opportunity to achieve that goal, by taking a
thoughtful and aggressive approach on reduction of the state’s income tax. We
will identify and eliminate ineffective tax credits.  We will consider the
recommendations made by Mazzei’s tax reform task force.” 
 
The workers comp system has work that is not completed and we will continue
to work on that.
 
On education:
 
“We will honor our commitment to teachers that are National Board Certified
by keeping the promises we made to the teachers. We will work on the quality
of types of education while promoting greater parental choice in education.
We must increase the number of well educated individuals with college
degrees, advanced degrees, and industrial certifications.”
 
On Health and Human Services:
 
“We will continue to protect and advocate for the unborn. We also plan to
address the challenges involved in reducing the infant mortality rate. The
Senate GOP will also find solutions to address the shortage of doctors and
health care professionals in undeserved areas throughout Oklahoma. Senate GOPs
opposes ObamaCare (PPACA) but we recognize that it is the law of the land and
we will continue to find Oklahoma alternatives.”
 
Senator Jolley on Government:
 
“We believe in limited government through the continual efforts of modernizing
the government and by reducing the scope of the Oklahoma Government. We will
revisit Oklahoma water plans by thoughtfully debating programs to make sure
that the needs of all citizens in Oklahoma are met.  Senate GOP Caucus
believes that it is important to maintain all state properties and assets as
they all belong to the people of Oklahoma and they deserve to have the best
buildings.” 
 
On Transportation Infrastructure:
 
“We will continue to be committed to ODOT’s 8 year plan.”

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=115021
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From: Travis Brauer
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Sept. 7 call with Utah Gov. Gary Herbert
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 1:16:59 PM

Yes. I can be on the call. 

Travis Brauer 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
(405) 568-1306
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 01:05 PM
To: Travis Brauer 
Subject: FW: Sept. 7 call with Utah Gov. Gary Herbert 
 
Travis, are you available to participate on this call? Thanks, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Grace-Marie Turner [mailto:galen=galen.org@mail11.us1.rsgsv.net] On Behalf Of Grace-Marie
Turner
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 11:28 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Sept. 7 call with Utah Gov. Gary Herbert
 

Register now for September 7 State Leaders Call Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

 

State Leaders Call

Please join us for a conference call for state leaders
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with Utah Governor Gary Herbert

Friday, September 7, 11:30am EDT

Utah Gov. Gary Herbert is warning other governors of the high cost of Medicaid

expansion through ObamaCare. Please join us for a conversation with Gov. Herbert this

Friday where he will talk about the importance of repealing ObamaCare and putting

states back on track so statehouses, not the White House, are in charge. “It is time to

reset the health reform conversation, and repeal and replace PPACA with state-driven,

people-centered and market-oriented innovations. States simply cannot afford the

Affordable Care Act, and neither can the American people,” he wrote in a recent
Washington Times article.

To register for this call, please contact Jena Persico at jena@galen.org. You will
receive the call numbers when you register, and your registration will ensure that
you receive any follow-up materials from the call.

www.galen.org | www.spn.org | www.ipi.org

Galen Institute

P.O. Box 320010

Alexandria, VA 22320

www.galen.org

twitter.com/GalenInstitute

facebook.com/GalenInstitute
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Statement for oklahoman
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 7:50:44 PM

Great job. Thank you.

Sent from my Android phone using TouchDown (www.nitrodesk.com)

-----Original Message----- 
From: Alex Weintz [Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov]
Received: Friday, 16 Nov 2012, 5:57pm
To: Steve Mullins [Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov]
Subject: Statement for oklahoman

here's what i sent ... Hope its ok 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:45 PM
To: 'ZCampfield@opubco.com' <ZCampfield@opubco.com> 
Subject: Re: Oklahoman 
 
"Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide public access to the vast majority of
information and documents produced by Oklahoma's state government. She supports both the
letter and spirit of that law, and has made internet access to more state information available than
at any time in Oklahoma history.  However, Governor Fallin does not believe the law is intended to
allow access to conversations between executive branch employees working on draft documents,
brainstorming on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or otherwise
acting in an advisory role. Reducing the privacy of those communications is outside of the scope of
the Open Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having open,
candid conversations about public policy. Eliminating the possibility of private dialogue inside the
executive branch would damage the ability of the governor to design and implement good policy
and would harm the public interest."- alex weintz 

 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Oklahoman 
 
Alex:

Also, the govenor pledged to support both the law and intent of the Oklahoma Open Records Act, but

her general counsel has made clear, citing the U.S. Supreme Court and federal law, that your office will

likely not release "deliberative process" material or "executive privilege" material. Neither of these

citations come from Oklahoma law or Oklahoma court decisions. So is she violating that pledge?

Zeke

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
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Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:44 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: Re: Oklahoman

zeke - I'm in an NGA exec committee session and i wont be able to leave for another hour. If ur
looking for stuff on exchanges than you can use the statement below ... I dont have anything to add
to it. If thats not the topic then shoot me an email - i really cant call for a while 

"Governor Fallin has decided to postpone an announcement on the future of health insurance
exchanges in Oklahoma. She will take advantage of the extension by continuing to study the issue
and evaluate the state's options." - AW

We do not have a timeline for when the announcement will take place but we do expect one sooner
rather than later. 
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:58 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Oklahoman 
 
Alex-

I'm trying to reach you at the governor's office, but it says the office is closed. Can you please call me

back, or send me a better number to reach you?

Thanks, Zeke - 475-3694

 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

 

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:11:06 PM

Thanks.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Alex,
 
   Public Affairs is working on this and will have the information compiled this afternoon.  Thanks.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:11:06 PM

Thanks.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Alex,
 
   Public Affairs is working on this and will have the information compiled this afternoon.  Thanks.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:11:06 PM

Thanks.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Alex,
 
   Public Affairs is working on this and will have the information compiled this afternoon.  Thanks.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Cody Inman
Cc: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 5:04:05 PM
Attachments: image001.png

I spoke with Mr. Sands.  He will come to our office early next week (Monday or Tuesday), and simply
review all of the constituent mail.  He will pull the documents that he would like to keep, then we
will copy and redact those.
 
Thanks.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 4:02 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 3:27 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Do you have Bob’s number?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:11 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Thanks.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
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Alex,
 
   Public Affairs is working on this and will have the information compiled this afternoon.  Thanks.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Jacque Hensley
Subject: RE: Tribal Concerns Re: ACA
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 2:40:00 PM

Thank you.  Have a great Thanksgiving.

-----Original Message-----
From: Jacque Hensley
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 2:05 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Steve Mullins; Jeffrey Cartmell
Subject: FW: Tribal Concerns Re: ACA

Hello all, I wanted to talk with Sally first before I forwarded this e-mail to you. I just got off of the
phone with her and she was fine with me forwarding the info to you. Look it over and we can discuss it
next week. Happy Thanksgiving to all!

Jacque Secondine Hensley
Native American Liaison
Office of Governor Fallin
440 South Houston, Suite, 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma  74127
Jacque.Hensley@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Carter, Sally [mailto:SallyC@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 10:09 AM
To: Jacque Hensley
Subject: Tribal Concerns Re: ACA

Hello Jacque:

As requested by phone yesterday, Oklahoma tribal nations want to provide meaningful input into any
decisions that are made in Oklahoma regarding the ACA, especially because they are directly impacted
by the outcome of decisions made.

They are wanting a Medicaid waiver to be more inclusive of their people.

Tribes and Tribal Organizations have expressed that they should be engaged to resolve issues related to
the following topics:

Any decisions made regarding health insurance exchanges.

Network Adequacy – requiring all QHPs to offer contracts to all I/T/U providers with an Indian
Addendum.

Essential Health Benefits –reviewing the scope and duration of services and providers covered, and
offering pediatric oral and vision services in the QHP versus a separate plan.

Eligibility – identification of individuals who are eligible for special protections and provisions as AI/AN in
the eligibility process and at the provider level to assure that deductibles and co-pays are waived.
Utilization of existing databases or development of new databases to expedite eligibility determinations.
Identifying how additional documentation will be requested and reviewed and eligibility determinations
will be made when individuals are not included in approved data systems.

Enrollment – enrollment processes must accommodate not only special provision for AI/AN in Exchanges
(monthly enrollment, waiver of cost sharing, exclusion of certain sources of income), but also in
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Medicaid, Medicaid Expansion, Child Health Insurance Programs, and Basic Health Plans, if there are any
in the State.

Enrollment Assistance - carve outs for navigator contracts for the I/T/Us and other enrollment assistance
funding, such as Medicaid Administrative Match (MAM).

Tribal Sponsorship – allow aggregate payment of premiums and other policies to encourage Tribal
sponsorship of individuals to enroll in Exchange plans.

Outreach and Education – provide outreach and education that is culturally appropriate and assures that
AI/AN know which QHPs have I/T/U providers in their networks and informs them of the special
protections and provisions for AI/AN.

Call Centers – decide whether it is most appropriate to have an Indian desk to handle questions and
resolve problems regarding AI/AN and I/T/Us, or whether everyone who works at a call center should
receive training about Tribes in the State, the Indian health care delivery system and special provisions
in the law, regulations and systems for AI/AN.

Website – ensure that the design of the website includes information specific to AI/AN and the I/T/U
and is easy to access by consumers, as well as those assisting with enrollment.

Waiver of Penalties for AI/AN without Insurance -- develop the system to assure that individuals are not
penalized and to communicate who is covered by this provision in the law.

Enforcement of Section 206 of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (IHCIA) -- assure that the
I/T/U is paid in a sufficient and timely way for services delivered to individuals who are enrolled in QHPs
if the I/T/U is not a network provider.

Reimbursements for Waived Cost Sharing --process to assure that the I/T/U receives payment for the
co-pays and deductibles that are waived for AI/AN.

Referrals through Contract Health Services (CHS) --rules and processes to assure that AI/AN who are
enrolled in a QHP and referred through an I/T/U CHS program are not charged a co-pay or deductible
for services they receive outside the I/T/U.

Let me know if you have any questions or need more information.

Best Regards, Sally

OSDH Tribal Liaison
Sally Carter, MSW, LCSW
Tribal Liaison
Oklahoma State Department of Health



From: Monica Houston
To: Aaron Cooper; Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: update - Greta interview tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:36:53 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Thanks Aaron!
I will add this to the Calendar.
 
Monica Houston
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert; Monica Houston
Subject: update - Greta interview tonight
 
UPDATED time of interview (9:30 pm CST)
 
Location:  Cox Communication Studios, 400 Hudiburg Circle in OKC
 
All times Central:
 
9:15 p.m. – Arrive at Cox Studios
9:30 p.m. – LIVE interview with Greta
9:40 p.m. – Interview concludes
 
Topic:  decision to not pursue a state-based health insurance exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Weekly Constituent Report - Sep 17-21, 2012
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 5:56:42 PM

Copy michelle on these from now on so that she can print for gov…thanks!
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 5:56 PM
To: 'maryfallin '; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Weekly Constituent Report - Sep 17-21, 2012
 
 

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin

Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler

From:   Cody Inman, Marcia Crawford, Kandi
Batts

Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  September 17- September 21 2012    

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 21% 19 15

All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates. // 7- Please pardon
Jerome Ersland.

Burn Ban 21% 3 31 Please lift burn ban.

DHS 5% 3 5
Complaints on DHS county case workers and/or help with child
support //  child support issues

Corrections 6% 3 7
10- Complaints on DOC staff or facility conditions. 1- New policy on
inmate money transfers -- too expensive.

Elections 1% 1  1- Please make sure all candidates on state ballot are legitimate.

General Comments 4% 7  7- Random issues, expressing frustrations with government.

Disability/ Social Security
Concerns 2% 3  3- Please help with disability benefits.

Public Safety 1% 2  2-  Complaints about long lines at drivers license facilities.

Municipal Government 10% 6 10
11-  Referrals to city government. // 5- Complaints on county
sheriffs.

Labor 1% 2  2- Please increase state minimum wage

Immigration 3% 5  

5-  Fax -Would like the governor to sign executive orders like
Mississippi and Arizona regarding immigration laws in the state.
(Form email)

Kid/Tourism Mail 3% 5  5 - Please send a pictures and information about the governor.

Medical Marijuana 1% 2  2 - Please legalize the use of medical marijuana in Oklahoma.

Transportation 2% 3  
3- Please ensure that our roads and bridges projects are properly
funded.
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Tax Commission 1% 1  
1- asking that the tax commission allow for paperless notifications
about tax changes.

Unmanned Drones 1% 1  Please reverse decision on allowing drones to be used in Oklahoma.

SORC 5% 7 2 9- Please keep facility open.

Obamacare 1% 1 1 Do not allow RFID chips to implanted in children.

Animal Rights 1% 1  Please increase awareness of pet adoption.

Thank you 6% 7 3

7- Letters letting the governor know that she is doing a great job in
Oklahoma. // 3- Calls to let the governor know she is doing a great
job.

RNC Speech 1% 2  2 - Great job on speech.

TOTAL 86 74  

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by completing the
survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Would you like something about SQ 756
Date: Thursday, December 06, 2012 1:47:57 PM

I think so
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2012 1:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Would you like something about SQ 756
 
To be included in the PPACA letter?
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Brian Anderson
To: "Carol Hefner"
Subject: RE: YOU Stopped the Obama Tax & Borrow Bailout
Date: Wednesday, August 03, 2011 5:35:58 PM

Carol, I hate to say this but this is not a win for WE THE PEOPLE. This is not a Win

and it is not just think how far we have come! We should not even be here if we had

proper representation. Therefore I DO NOT agree with this analogy!

 

In matter of fact all they have done is increased our debt ceiling and put a much

bigger burden on us trying to make a living! There are about (6) six million businesses

in this country and they have just signed most of these business a slow death

certificates by passing this bill!

 

There is only one way to fix the problem  and that is to quit spending! I am not going

point out all the ills of this because it was discussed so heavily before the vote.

Bottom Line all of the U.S. Representatives who voted for this did not do this country

justice!

 

We just need to clean out the ones who think printing money and putting us on the

road to be (20) Twenty Trillion in debt by 2020 is a good idea! How can they even

think this was a good idea? They need to GO!

 

They have failed the U.S. Citizens terribly again!

 

Go to the PENNY PLAN by Connie Mack from Florida! He has a plan to stop this and

balance the budget. I am insulted/offended that these representatives have stole all

our children's futures and the American Public future!

 

Let's get them out of office! In my opinion 2012 will be another cleaning house and

senate time!

 

Brian

 
 
And after all the urgency to avoid the issue of August 2nd deadline…… the markets

are unchanged, they have not responded favorably even with the event today. 

Still, if we had not had the Republican led House standing in the gap for some

efficiency – can you imagine where this nation would be right now?  The battle has

been won and the People are ready for the war to be won as well.  We may think this

bill fell somewhat short, but it was the catalyst needed to whet America’s appetite for

more cuts.  A potentially huge blessing in a small package.

Our Oklahoma contingent represents us well and will push even harder now that

Dems have been pushed into the corner – the People will demand further action

because they know that it can be achieved.  Power will shift in 2012 if we continue to

have faith, exercise strong opinions and encourage our conservative leaders to press

onward.  At the polls, we must come out in force as a unified block to topple the

stranglehold the liberal machine (press included) has held on us.  The Senate, The
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Presidency and all cabinet positions via appointment, must be restored into capable

hands.

See below and support the effort!

Carol    
 

From: Reince Priebus, RNC Chairman [mailto:ecampaign@gop.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 5:57 PM
To: 
Subject: YOU Stopped the Obama Tax & Borrow Bailout
 

From: Reince Priebus, RNC Chairman

To:

Subject: YOU Stopped the Obama Tax & Borrow Bailout

Dear Carol, 

Do you remember where America was just one year ago? 

The Pelosi-Reid-Obama agenda was doing a daily dose of damage to our American

economy, destroying jobs with crippling regulations, oppressive spending and brand new

taxes. 

If that wasn't enough, the Democrats passed a government takeover of healthcare,

spending record amounts of money we didn't have on a program we didn't want. 

And to top it off, they raised taxes on hardworking taxpayers to pay for an $800 billion

dollar stimulus -- claiming that they should have spent even more. 

Maybe they thought they could get away with it. For two years, they did. 

But on Election Day 2010, you stood up -- millions strong -- and said enough is enough. 

You -- and millions of other Americans like you -- held them accountable. The Tea Party

and millions of Conservatives led the charge from all 50 states right into the heart of

Washington. 

You didn't just change the debate in Washington. You changed the results. Today's

passage of the Budget Control Act shows the impact you've already had... and how

important it is to keep the pressure on Washington for the next 15 months. 

Without you, Nancy Pelosi would still be Speaker Pelosi. She would have delivered

President Obama exactly what he demanded: a blank check for unlimited spending, new

taxes on American families, new regulations on job creators, and a debt ceiling increase

with no strings attached. 

Make no mistake: President Obama wanted hardworking American taxpayers to bail him out

once again. He wanted YOU to pay for his failed stimulus and Obamacare, borrowing more

money on your back to pay for them. He wanted you to sacrifice so that Washington

wouldn't have to. 

http://www.gop.com/


But because you kept the heat on Washington, Republicans in the House and Senate had

the backup they needed to stand up and say NO to the Obama Tax & Borrow Bailout. 

While the Budget Control Act is far from perfect, it is a step forward. The bottom line is that

until we vote President Obama and his Democratic allies in the Senate out of power, we

won't be able to truly change the culture in Washington and deliver the results Americans

like you demand. 

But think about how far we've come. Rather than trampling on the taxpayers, as the

Democrats did when they controlled the House, this bill showed real respect to hardworking

taxpayers. The legislation:

Stopped ALL of the tax increases Obama, Reid, and Pelosi demanded;

Forced the Senate to pass its first budget in two years, delivering Harry Reid a dose

of accountability;

Held every politician accountable to vote yes or no on a balanced budget

amendment; and

Protected the economy while demonstrating a commitment to reducing the debt.

This isn't the end of bringing spending discipline to Washington. It's just the beginning - and

it wouldn't have happened without you. 

Just yesterday, Joe Biden called the Tea Party "terrorists." 

So today, I am writing to thank you for being a patriot. I have so much respect for you.

I respect the work you do day by day, year by year, to defend freedom and promote

opportunity. Your dedication to our cause is saving America. 

Keep it up. Don't quiet down. Your voice cannot be ignored. Demand more from

Washington. Demand more from those who represent you. At the RNC, we hear you - and

we want to amplify your voice in Washington. 

Over the next 15 months, all conservatives need to come together and focus on the only

way to really fix what's wrong with Washington: voting Obama out of office and taking back

the Senate. We are ready for battle. Are you? 

Usually this is the part where we ask for money. Not today. In the last 24 hours you have

given America something much more important than a donation. You have helped America

take a step away from servitude and a step closer to freedom. We are proud of you. You

are our heroes. You are true patriots. 

You are Great Americans. 

God bless you. 

Sincerely, 

Reince Priebus

Chairman, Republican National Committee
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From: Sarah Folsom
To: Governor Info
Cc: lisajbilly@okhouse.gov
Subject: Refusing State Exchanges Halts ObamaCare Whatever Supreme Court Decides
Date: Wednesday, June 13, 2012 11:40:59 PM

Governor Fallin and Representative Lisa J. Billy,
 
If the Supreme Court doesn’t throw out Obamacare completely, perhaps this is Oklahoma’s alternative.
 
Sarah Folsom
 

From: Life and Liberty PAC [mailto:patriot@lifeandlibertypacupdate.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 13, 2012 10:05 AM
Subject: Refusing State Exchanges Halts ObamaCare Whatever Supreme Court Decides
 
 

View this Email as a Web Page

REFUSING STATE EXCHANGES HALTS OBAMACARE
WHATEVER SUPREME COURT DECIDES

STATES CAN BLOCK INSURANCE EXCHANGES AND
DEFEAT OBAMACARE! BUT BEWARE – ROMNEY'S
ANOINTED CHIEF OF STAFF MIKE LEAVITT IS AN

EXCHANGES RENT-SEEKER

URGENT: With ObamaCare under deliberation in a split and politicized
Supreme Court; Kagan NOT recused or removed but VOTING with
Obama; and TWO years of endless redistributive scheming, coercion,
contention and economic disaster since the "healthcare reform" bill was
rammed through Congress – time to reverse course is short!

HERE'S SOMETHING WE THE PEOPLE CAN DO!

Thanks to the Democrats' sloppy legislation writing, States can block
ObamaCare just by refusing to implement the State-level Health
Insurance Exchanges!

And according to Congressional hearings and CBO scoring – America
cannot afford to do anything else! Cost estimates for ObamaCare have
DOUBLED heading to $2 TRILLION, and Obama's latest budget
estimates for subsidizing these State pay-offs, oops, exchanges, is

mailto:sfolsom@pldi.net
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
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already up $111 billion from last year's budget – and they don't even
kick in until 2014! STOP THEM NOW!

STOP OBAMACARE IN ITS TRACKS – FAX THE STATES TODAY!

It's true they can, and should, be refused! Sections 1311 and 1322 of the

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act authorizes Federal subsidies to State run

insurance exchanges. But due to a "massive legislative defect" created by sloppy

Democrat bill writers working in haste to force this odious legislation upon America,

there is NO provision for the Federal government to make essential subsidy payments

to Federally established exchanges. In the absence of a State insurance exchange and

with NO CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORIZATION to fund Federal exchanges, any State

that REFUSES to form an exchange will effectually ensure that within its State

boundaries, ObamaCare cannot be implemented!

Here's why: ObamaCare offers "premium assistance" – tax credits and Federal taxpayer

dollar subsidies – to households purchasing coverage through new State health

insurance exchanges. Democrats knew this assistance was essential to hide much of

the law's cost and reduce the vast premium hikes Americans will face after ObamaCare

goes into effect in 2014. If consumers had to directly absorb the full cost of nationalizing

one sixth of our economy, the already strong support for repeal would skyrocket!

So ObamaCare authorizes premium assistance in State-run exchanges (Section 1311)

but in a glaring failure, not Federal ones (Section 1321). In other words, a State refusal

to create an exchange will act as a clear mechanism to block much of ObamaCare's

spending and paralyze implementation of the law. By NOT laundering Federal tax
dollars (and MORE DEFICIT SPENDING) through State mechanisms, it also helps
expose to the otherwise propagandized American electorate just how
unaffordable ObamaCare really is!

The States can stop ObamaCare in its tracks just by refusing to
establish insurance exchanges!

NO STATE HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES = NO OBAMACARE
FAX THE STATES NOW!

But guess who thinks HALTING ObamaCare by REFUSING these "camel-nose-
under-tent exchanges is "a dumb idea"? Former Bush HHS Secretary Michael
Leavitt – Mitt Romney's best friend, his transition chief for Executive Branch Personnel,

and the heir presumptive to be White House Chief of Staff in a Romney administration.

Leavitt just happens to have already made a fortune off of state exchanges as a national

lobbyist and head of a consulting firm that has won contracts to "help states set up

exchanges" funded with YOUR tax dollars!

No wonder Leavitt thinks these exchanges are great; working the few states that have

gotten on board, he is getting rich off of them while we are all getting poorer. There are

hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars in grants potentially up for grabs, all coming out

of YOUR pockets. The size of his firm, Leavitt Partners, doubled in the year after the bill

was signed. Leavitt and his consultancy represent the most prominent figures in the

Republican Party urging states to bow to Big Government Washington.
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Leavitt's unscrupulous, unprincipled state exchanges advocacy is known as "rent-

seeking" and is incompatible with free market philosophy. Thankfully, most Republican

legislatures and governors ARE rejecting Leavitt's approach. Opponents of ObamaCare

exchange implementation are winning the battle; WE need to keep the pressure on and

ensure that any adverse decision coming out of the Supreme Court does not give

Leavitt and the rent-seekers an opportunity for new mischief.

Just to be clear: Rent-seeking behavior is distinguished in economic theory from profit-
seeking behavior, in which entities seek to extract value by engaging in mutually

beneficial transactions. Profit-seeking is the creation of wealth, while rent-seeking is the

use or manipulation of social institutions, such as the power of government, to

redistribute wealth among select persons or groups without creating new wealth. Sound

familiar?

STOP OBAMACARE IN ITS TRACKS – FAX THE STATES TODAY!

The need to TAKE ACTION and STIFFEN RESOLVE in the STATES is URGENT –

ObamaCare could well be wrongly decided by the Supreme Court in favor of Obama –

and Obama has already attacked the Court's authority in case it decides against him!

This fight MUST BE DECIDED BY WE THE PEOPLE!

And just recently the factual refutations to three more gigantic ObamaCare lies were

exposed, showing the destructive power of this unconstitutional "law":

Lie #1: "Now, add it all up, and the plan I'm proposing will cost around
$900 billion over 10 years." – Barack Obama, September 2009 address to

joint session of Congress

The Congressional Budget Office's updated report, and the estimated cost of

ObamaCare over a decade is now scored at a crippling $1.76 trillion, or nearly twice
what Democrats told us in 2009. Worse, this estimate won't "true up" until next year's

10-year cost estimate, which will certainly exceed $2 trillion.

Lie #2: "If you like your health care plan, you can keep your health care
plan." – Barack Obama, August 2009 address and repeated countless times

thereafter

According to The Hill, "Four million Americans can expect to lose their employer-

provided healthcare by 2016, according to the revised figures, far more than the 1

million people estimated last year." That is 4 million more people and rising than Obama

promised in his 2009 speech. By 2022, the CBO says that number could reach 20
million Americans.

The most recent CBO updates and the findings of recent Congressional hearings

confirm a sharp, uninterrupted trend-line of ObamaCare becoming increasingly
expensive and decreasingly effective with each new scoring adjustment – the

numbers just keep getting worse and worse.

ObamaCare means socialized, government-run, rationed healthcare that will bankrupt

America!
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The States MUST resist!

NO STATE HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES = NO OBAMACARE
FAX THE STATES NOW!

Lie #3: "Under our plan, no federal dollars will be used to fund
abortions, and federal conscience laws will remain in place." – Barack

Obama, September 2009 address to joint session of Congress

The Department of Health and Human Services finalized its rule that establishes state

healthcare exchanges. In direct violation of the promise of Obama's vaunted Executive

Order 13535, those State exchange plans will collect from every premium payer
every month a mandated $1 surcharge to fund abortions. Since it is Federal funds

subsidizing the State exchanges, Obama's HHS will use accounting gimmicks to

circumvent the Hyde Amendment, which prohibits direct taxpayer funding of abortion.

THIS IS ANOTHER INDISPUTABLE BLACK EYE FOR LEAVITT AND ROMNEY ON

THE "STATE EXCHANGES ARE GOOD" FRONT! The State exchanges bring evil and

corruption in their "lifeline" to ObamaCare – and MUST BE REFUSED!

As Senator Jim DeMint has stated regarded the grassroots campaign for repeal of
ObamaCare, "This is not a partisan issue. This is an American issue… We cannot
wait for the courts; the will of the people must be respected… Conservatives

should affirm these certitudes: First, legislating according to the consent of the governed

is what our republic is all about. Second, ObamaCare – contrary to Democrats'

expectations – has only grown more unpopular since it was passed, as its ugly details

have emerged and offended. Third, ObamaCare is not an indirect, gimmicky campaign

issue but a direct, concrete, firable offense the president and Democrats in Congress

committed against our will and in plain view."

Former Democrat Rep. Bart Stupak of Michigan made a deal with Obama over the

issue of coerced religious conscience in 2010, refusing to vote for ObamaCare until

Obama included a "ban" on funding abortion, but Obama lied then – and he and his

administration continue to lie about ObamaCare's mandatory Federal funding of

abortion with taxpayer money now.

So now, TAXPAYERS are going to be FORCED by the millions into ObamaCare

against their will, and FORCED to pay for abortion against their will.

Unless…

STOP OBAMACARE IN ITS TRACKS – FAX THE STATES TODAY!

Remember what Nancy Pelosi said about having to "pass the bill so that you can find

out what is in it"? It turns out that was probably the truest thing said about this

monstrosity!

I'll be honest with you, after two long years of fighting against this monstrosity, I never
dreamed we would find a weapon this potentially lethal to defeat
ObamaCare. Frankly, I am a bit chagrined that it took this long to find such a major,

damaging loophole in implementation. But weeding through 2,000 plus pages of sloppy
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language, manipulations and downright creepy coercions – all designed to force our

compliance while obfuscating the horrible truths about socialized medicine – is one heck

of an onerous task.

Fortunately, the work was apparently just as daunting to the Obama-cons and Pelosi-

bots who, in their quest to shove ObamaCare down our throats, forgot to check their

own work for errors and omissions. And oh my, what a major omission they made!

Again, if the States REFUSE to create Insurance Exchanges, the
Administration has NO WAY to fund the implementation of ObamaCare.

This is a major strategy YOU NEED TO GET YOUR STATE TO PURSUE! Now we

know how to stop ObamaCare, no matter how corrupt, spineless and craven a

Republican-majority Congress or a Mitt Romney administration may prove to be. Our

task now is to fax our State officials, enlighten them to Pelosi's massive mistake and

demand that our States flatly REFUSE to establish health insurance exchanges. IT

REALLY IS THIS SIMPLE.

THE CONGRESSIONAL FUNDING AUTHORIZATION IS NOT IN THE LAW. IF THE
STATES WILL HOLD FIRM, OBAMACARE CAN BE KILLED! FAX YOUR STATE
NOW! MAKE SURE YOUR STATE REFUSES OR REVOKES ANY HEALTH

INSURANCE EXCHANGE!

NO STATE HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES = NO OBAMACARE
FAX THE STATES NOW!

The problem is, many States think they are going to get a pot of Federal gold to fund

these "State exchanges" and help take enrollees off their Medicare rosters. Guess

what? Just the opposite! Cost estimates are skyrocketing, there's NO MONEY (just

deficit spending): they are (surprise, surprise) already running BILLIONS and BILLIONS
over budget in Obama Funny Money!

In a recent budget hearing, the Republican chairman of the U.S. House tax-writing

committee questioned why Obama administration spending estimates for State

insurance subsidies for the exchanges were up by $111 billion from a year ago.

Obama's fiscal 2013 budget request, released Feb. 13, projected that subsidies for low-

income and working-class people to buy individual policies through the State exchanges

would total $478 billion through 2021. But the administration pegged the cost at $367

billion over the same period in its fiscal 2012 budget proposal.

Kathleen Sebelius of HHS could not explain the huge increase, saying the estimate

appears in the Treasury Department's budget. According to Congressional experts, the

increase "cannot be explained by legislative changes or new economic assumptions,

and therefore must reflect substantial changes in underlying assumptions" about the

way the subsidies would work. Or is that NOT work?

STOP OBAMACARE IN ITS TRACKS – FAX THE STATES TODAY!

Ranking members on both sides of the aisle queried whether the Obama administration

believes insurance premiums would be more expensive than Treasury's earlier
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predictions, or if more workers would lose coverage through their employers than

expected.

Medicaid systems, meanwhile, are in disarray. The exchange subsidies and Medicaid

are related because people who seek insurance through the exchanges will be

automatically enrolled in Medicaid if they earn poverty-level wages or are unemployed.

Welcome to the ObamaCare fast track to universal coverage / single payer / 100%

government run socialist healthcare!

Changes Congress has made to the healthcare law since it was enacted in 2010 were

supposed to militate against this pressure, and contain Medicaid enrollment and costs.

But Kentucky, New Hampshire, Kansas and Louisiana have moved aggressively toward

mandatory managed care during the past six months in order to address rapidly

expanding state Medicaid budget burdens. Other states, including Florida and Georgia,

are poised to move quickly down the same path. These dramatic policy shifts in the

name of "integration" and cost savings are already causing major controversy and

public outcry, provider and service disruptions, and reductions in quality of care. THERE
IS NO TIME TO WASTE! YOU NEED TO TELL THE STATES – JUST SAY NO;
REFUSE STATE EXCHANGES – STOP OBAMACARE COLD!

NO STATE HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES = NO OBAMACARE
FAX THE STATES NOW!

Thank you. I know I can count on you to defend LIFE AND LIBERTY!

Sincerely to Save America,

 

Mary Lewis, Chair

www.LifeAndLibertyPAC.org

For more information about Life and Liberty PAC go to www.LifeAndLibertyPAC.org

To send a check, please mail to:

Life & Liberty Political Action Committee

P.O. Box 131327

Houston, TX 77219-1327

Life & Liberty PAC is a federal political action committee dedicated to advancing the principles of ordered liberty and
responsible self-government. We pledge a firm and abiding commitment to support those who stand in defense of

our unalienable rights, endowed us by our Creator God and enshrined in our nation's Founding institutions of justice.
Thank you for keeping faith and joining with us, for God & Country — Life & Liberty!
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From: Gary Kilpatrick
To: Governor Info
Subject: Rejection of Obamacare Block Grant
Date: Wednesday, April 20, 2011 8:28:50 AM

Dear Governor Fallin,

I want to thank you for rejecting the $54 million grant to establish healthcare
exchanges.  You made the right decision.  We need to reduce the cost of healthcare
for all Oklahomans, but Obamacare is not the way to do it, and certainly becoming
tied to Obamacare through grants is not acceptable.

Thanks again,

Gary Kilpatrick
Bartlesville, OK
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From: Fobes, Aaron (Coburn)
To: Fobes, Aaron (Coburn)
Cc: Hart, John (Coburn)
Subject: RELEASE - Dr. Coburn Applauds Governor Fallin"s Decision Regarding Obamacare
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 4:48:59 PM

 
 

 
For Immediate Release                                                                                   November 19,
2012
John Hart, Communications Director                                    Aaron Fobes, Deputy Press
Secretary
John_Hart@coburn.senate.gov                                                    
Aaron_Fobes@coburn.senate.gov  
202-228-5357; (cell) 202-679-1029                                          202-2248-5358; (cell) 202-664-
4796
 

Dr. Coburn Applauds Governor Fallin’s Decision
Regarding Obamacare

                                                                                                                                          
 
(WASHINGTON, D.C.) – U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D. (R-OK) released the following
statement today regarding Governor Mary Fallin’s announcement that Oklahoma will not
institute a health care exchange nor expand Medicaid under the Patient’s Protection and
Affordable Care Act.
 
“I applaud Governor Fallin's decision. Obamacare's Medicaid expansion and exchange would
have, in the long run, hurt Oklahoma patients by increasing their costs, reducing their choices
and placing an unsustainable fiscal burden on our state,” said Dr. Coburn.  
 

###
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From: Bernhardt, Becky (Coburn)
To: Bernhardt, Becky (Coburn)
Subject: RELEASE - Dr. Coburn Calls Federal Student Financial Aid Program ‘Welfare for the Wealthy’
Date: Tuesday, October 16, 2012 10:54:44 AM

For Immediate Release                                                                                                                       October 16, 2012
John Hart, Communications Director                                            Becky Bernhardt, Deputy Press Secretary
john_hart@coburn.senate.gov                                                          Becky_Bernhardt@coburn.senate.gov 
202-228-5357; (cell) 202-679-1029                                                                202-224-5971; (cell) 202-258-
1511
                                                                                                                                         

Dr. Coburn Calls Federal Student Financial
Aid Program ‘Welfare for the Wealthy’

New study confirms high-income earners could receive a windfall in federal aid
 
(WASHINGTON, D.C. ) – U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D. (R-OK) released the following statement
today regarding a new study by the New America Foundation entitled “Safety Net or Windfall?” that
exposes costly flaws in the federal Income Based Repayment (IBR) program, which was expanded by
Obamacare.  Congress created the IBR program in 2007 to help borrowers who struggle most to
repay their federal student loans in their first years out of college by limiting payments to a
percentage of their income, then discharging any balance after a certain number of payments. 
 
New America Foundation’s analysis shows that, if left unchanged, the IBR program will be a windfall
for the well-off while providing scant help to the less fortunate.  For example, while low-income
borrowers will see “minimal new benefits” under IBR, a law school graduate with a starting salary of
$70,000 could have $100,000 in debt discharged.
 
“While well-intentioned, the IBR program is yet another example of a program providing government
assistance to those who do not need it, and paying for it with the taxes of the less fortunate.  As I
noted in my recent report ‘Subsidies of the Rich and Famous,’ providing welfare to the wealthy
undermines aid programs for those who need them the most while burdening future generations
with senseless debt,” Dr. Coburn said.
 
“Taxpayers need to ask hard questions about not just the equity of programs like IBR but also their
effectiveness.  Throughout government we see this principle at work: The best way to make
something expensive is for government to make it affordable.  That principle is particularly true in
two areas of the economy – health care and education.  Government’s attempts to control college
costs have caused those costs to skyrocket by creating an incentive for colleges and university to
increase tuition along with so-called federal aid,” Dr. Coburn said.
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Obamacare enriched the terms of the IBR program by reducing payments to 10 percent of a
borrower’s income and discharging any remaining loan balance after 20 years of payments.  The
enriched version of IBR could become available to borrowers as early as this year if pending
regulations are finalized. 
 
“Government welfare for the well-off is unacceptable at a time when we are drowning in debt,” said
Senator Tom Coburn. “I commend the New America Foundation for drawing attention to a flawed
student aid policy that, if left unchanged, will provide huge financial windfalls to people who are
among the most financially well-off graduates in today’s job market.  It’s time for Congress to reform
this program.”
 

###
 
 
 
John Hart
Communications Director

U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D.

Russell Senate Office Building 172

(202) 224-5754

 (cell)

john_hart@coburn.senate.gov
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Congressman Frank Lucas Reacts to Supreme Court’s Decision to Uphold ObamaCare

 
Washington D.C. – Congressman Frank Lucas today made the following statement after the Supreme
Court of the United States reached the decision to uphold President Obama’s Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act, commonly referred to as ObamaCare.
 
“I am disappointed by the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the president’s health care law,” said
Lucas. “Americans have spoken loudly in opposition to this unworkable law, and it is discouraging the
court has found it constitutional. Families should have the freedom to make their own health care
decisions, and ObamaCare takes that freedom away, while in-turn costing our nation trillions of dollars
without addressing our health care problems.
 
“I will continue to work with my colleagues in the House of Representatives to fully repeal the law and
enact reforms to our nation’s health care system that protect Americans’ access to health care. We
need to refocus our efforts to make efficient and cost effective changes to the system, while also
ensuring health care treatments are never rationed by government officials.”
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Congressman Frank Lucas Reacts to Supreme Court’s Decision to Uphold ObamaCare 


 


Washington D.C. – Congressman Frank Lucas today made the following statement after the Supreme 
Court of the United States reached the decision to uphold President Obama’s, Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act, commonly referred to as ObamaCare.  
 
“I am disappointed by the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the president’s health care law,” said 
Lucas. “Americans have spoken loudly in opposition to this unworkable law, and it is discouraging the 
court has found it constitutional. Families should have the freedom to make their own health care 
decisions, and ObamaCare takes that freedom away, while in-turn costing our nation trillions of dollars 
without addressing our health care problems.  
 
“I will continue to work with my colleagues in the House of Representatives to fully repeal the law and 
enact reforms to our nation’s health care system that protect Americans’ access to health care. We 
need to refocus our efforts to make efficient and cost effective changes to the system, while also 
ensuring health care treatments are never rationed by government officials.” 
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Lucas Votes for Passage of H.R. 6079, the Repeal of Obamacare Act
 
Washington, D.C. – Congressman Frank Lucas today joined his colleagues in the House of
Representatives in voting for passage of H.R. 6079, the Repeal of Obamacare Act. This legislation
repeals the Patient Protection Affordable Care Act of 2010, and it was passed in the House today with a
244 to 185 vote.
 
“I am pleased this legislation to repeal the president’s health care law passed the House today,” said
Lucas. “This vote reassures my constituents in the Third District of Oklahoma that we remain
committed to real health care reform and we will not stand for the president’s flawed law.
 
“Americans have spoken loud and clear in opposition to Obamacare, which drives up health care costs.
I will continue to work with leaders of Congress to repeal and replace Obamacare with commonsense
reforms that will lower the cost of health care, and allow patients the right to choose a plan that best
fits their needs.”
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release                 June 4, 2012
 
 

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT OBAMA
AND PRESIDENT CLINTON
AT A CAMPAIGN EVENT

 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel
New York, New York

 
 

8:40 P.M. EDT
 
 
     PRESIDENT CLINTON:  Thank you.  (Applause.)  Thank you
very much.  I am the warm-up act for the President. 
(Laughter.)  And I will attempt to bring him on while you're
still warm.  (Laughter.) 
 
     I want to thank Eric Schneiderman for his lucid statement
of the case of what's at stake in this election, and for his
exceptional service to the state of New York.  Thank you,
Assemblyman Keith Wright, and thank you, Syracuse Mayor
Stephanie Miner, for co-chairing this dinner.  And,
Representative Carolyn Maloney, thank you very much for your
friendship and everything you've done.  (Applause.)  And I
believe on his last day as chairman of the New York State
Democratic Party -- thank you, Jay Jacobs, for being one of
the best Democratic chairmen in the entire nation. 
(Applause.) 
 

I want to thank my longtime friend, Jon Bon Jovi, for
performing and for always being there for us.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, here's what I want to say to you.  Most of my life

now has nothing to do with politics.  You know that.  I work
on my foundation; I work around the world; I work in America. 
I work with Democrats and Republicans and independents, and
half the time I don't know who I'm working with, politically. 
But I do spend two hours a day still studying the economic
trends around the world and studying what is going on in
America.  And I care about the long-term debt of the country a
lot.  Remember me?  I'm the only guy that gave you four
surplus budgets out of the eight I sent.  (Applause.)  So I
hope what I say to you will have some weight, because I want
you to say it to everybody you see between now and November.

 
I don't think it's important to reelect the President; I

think it is essential to reelect the President -- (applause) -
- if we want this country to have the kind of future that our
children and grandchildren deserve.  And here's why.
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When I left office, we returned to the trickle-down
policies -- big tax cuts, mostly for people of my income group
-- I love saying this because I never had any money until I
got out of the White House.  (Laughter.)  Maybe that's why I
don't mind paying those taxes -- since I never had it before
I don't know what it was like.  (Laughter.) 

 
And we doubled our debt of the country again.  And then,

after totally anemic growth for seven years and eight months,
on the day before the financial collapse, median family income
was $2,000 lower than it was the day I left office, while the
cost of health care had gone up three times the rate of
inflation, college twice the rate of inflation. 

 
Then all of a sudden, September 15th comes and goes and

poof!  The good news was for President Obama is that he was
elected President on September 15, 2008.  He's the only person
in the history of the country ever to be elected President
before the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. 
(Laughter.) 

 
The bad news is he was elected President on September 15,

2008 -- (laughter) -- in the teeth of the worst recession
since the Great Depression, a financial collapse of enormous
proportion.  In the last 500 years, such financial collapses
have taken on average five to 10 years to get over -- and
when they're deep and big and accompanied by mortgage
collapse, almost always 10 years. 

 
He set about to try to keep his original dream, to return

broad-based prosperity, to return the reality of the American
Dream to our country, and to do it in a way that made a world
with more partners and fewer adversaries.  And he did it under
unimaginably difficult circumstances -- 800,000 jobs were lost
the month he was sworn in as President.  And it is my opinion
that he has performed extremely well under very, very
difficult circumstances.  (Applause.)  And I want to tell you
why.  (Applause.)

 
     So he set about to do what was necessary to prevent a
financial collapse again, to put a floor under the recession
and to begin to create jobs again, to save a million or more
state and local jobs of teachers and health care workers and
people who work for fire and police departments.  He set about
to bring American manufacturing back, to make America a
leading nation in the green energy revolution -- which is
sweeping the globe and which only the American Republican
Party seems to deny is necessary. 
 

And he set about to reform health care, knowing it was a
moral, a health, and an economic issue because we are now
spending almost 18 percent of our income on health care.  None
of our major competitors is over 11.8 percent.  That’s $1
trillion a year that could be going to pay-raises for the
middle class.  It could be going for small businesses to hire
new people.

 
And he did it while trying to make college more

affordable, because we had dropped from first to 15th in the
world in the last decade in the percentage of our young adults



graduating with degrees.  And while doing that, he presented a
plan to deal with the long-term debt of the country,
understanding that when you have a total financial collapse --
interest rates are zero, no private demand, no private
investment -- you can’t have austerity now. 

 
You remember those surplus budgets?  They came about for

three reasons -- spending control, adequate revenues and
economic growth.  If you do not have economic growth, no
amount of austerity will balance the budget, because you will
always have revenues go down more than you can possibly cut
spending.  (Applause.)

 
And so what he did was to say growth today, restraint in

a big way tomorrow; here's my 10-year budget.  So growth in
jobs today, build the economy, then take the burden of the
debt off our children’s future, and avoid the exploding
interest rates and the declining living standards that it
would impose on their future. 

 
So where are we?  Oh, and by the way, he offered a

politics of cooperation.  He said, you Republicans start off
with that individual mandate.  We’ll do health care reform
that way.  All of a sudden, they weren’t for it anymore.  He
said, let’s have a bipartisan deficit reduction commission. 
And when it came to a vote in the Senate, all the Republicans
who co-sponsored the bill were forced to vote against it by
their party.  It’s the first I ever saw somebody sponsor a
bill and vote against it.

 
And I could give you lots and lots of other -- he said,

let’s have an infrastructure bank so we can have private and
public capital like other countries do.  It’s a great return
on investment.  It’s always been a bipartisan area.  Once he
was for it, they were all against it.  Besides, it might put
somebody to work and help him get reelected.  (Laughter.)

 
So where are we in spite of that?  In the last 27

months, this economy has produced 4.3 million private sector
jobs.  (Applause.)  That is about what it produced on a
monthly basis during my two terms, coming back.  Why did the
numbers show 3.7 million?  Because the Congress refused to
pass his bill to send money to states and localities to keep
the teachers on the job, to keep the firefighters and the
police officers on the job.  I was in Wisconsin a couple of
days ago -- 73 percent of the school districts have laid
teachers off.

 
That’s the austerity policy.  It isn’t good economics. 

The Obama policy is.  That 4.3 million private sector jobs is
-- listen to this -- 60 percent more private jobs than came
into this economy in the seven years and eight months of the
previous administration before the financial meltdown.  And
you need to tell people that.  (Applause.)

 
And what happened with manufacturing?  It’s growing again

for the first time since the '90s.  There was an article in
the paper today that said, oh, we’re going to have 2 or 3
million manufacturing jobs within three more years.  In seven
or eight or nine areas, jobs flooding back into this country. 



 
What happened in clean energy?  Governor Romney goes out

to a company that had a loan that didn’t work out and says,
oh, this is a whole bust.  Here’s what I know.  We ranked
first or second in the world in every major scientific survey
in the capacity to generate electricity from the sun and the
wind.  During the worst of the meltdown, clean-energy jobs
grew twice as fast as the rest of the economy, paid 35 percent
more. 
 
     This weekend, Germany became the first country in history
to generate 22 gigawatts of electricity from the sun.  That
doesn’t mean much to you, so I’ll tell you in plain language
what it means.  That’s as much as 20 big nuclear power
plants.  (Applause.)  And they have generated over 300,000 new
jobs out of it.  They’re a fourth our size, and only half as
capable to generate solar energy.  If we did what they did,
that’s a million jobs alone.  Now, that’s what President Obama
has done on the jobs front.  (Applause.) 
 

And where he could cooperate with people -- the
automakers, management and labor -- they restructured the auto
industry and what happened?  We have 80,000 more people
working making cars today than we did the day he took office,
and we saved 1.5 million jobs that would have gone right down
the tubes if those two companies had failed.  (Applause.) 
America is back in the car business.  (Applause.) 

 
And then labor, management, the environmental groups and

the government got together and agreed on a schedule to raise
the car mileage standards, to double them, and guess what --
it will create 150,000 new high-tech jobs.

 
In health care -- just before you roll over and play dead

on this issue, let me just give you two or three issues --
facts here.  For the last few years, for the first time in 50
years, health care inflation has been at 4 percent.  Hasn’t
been that low in 50 years.  It’s been killing people,
economically.  (Applause.)  Americans got $1.3 billion in
refunds on their insurance policy -- because you’ve got to
spend 85 percent of your premium on your health care now --
and that’s not counting California, they’re not reported in
yet -- 2.6 million young people 26 years of age or younger are
on their parent's policy now, all because of the health care
bill the President signed.  (Applause.) 

 
I spend a lot of time with people in the health care

business -- with doctors and people who manage medical
practices, with people who manage hospitals, and people who
manage insurance plans.  I don’t know anybody that wants to
repeal Obamacare.  Not anybody.  I don’t know anybody who
doesn’t believe that we shouldn’t start paying for
performance, not for procedure in health care, and improve our
quality and bring our costs in line with our competitors.  And
that’s what people in the health care business are doing today
because that law passed.  (Applause.)

 
And finally, never a day goes by I don’t see some article

about the burden of student loans.  But when President Obama’s
student loan reform is fully implemented, the cost of the



loans will go down and no one will ever have to drop out of
college again because of the cost.  Because now everybody will
be able to pay their loans back as a small, fixed percentage
of their income for up to 20 years.  Do you understand what
that means?  That one bill can take us back to number one in
the world in college graduates again because nobody -- nobody
-- will ever have to drop out again.  (Applause.)

 
And his plan to reduce the debt has extraordinary

spending restraint -- including in Medicare -- has modest tax
increases, and is phased in as we grow the economy. 

 
Now, his opponent, who says that he’s got a better idea,

was the governor of the state that was 47th in the country in
job growth.  He promised that if elected he would grow the
economy and reduce the debt, and when he left office the debt
of the state was going up.  And his plan -- his plan is to go
back to the Bush program, except on steroids.  (Laughter.) 
Cut out everything that helps middle-class people, cut out
everything that helps poor people work their way to the middle
class. 

 
And all of the objective analyses, the non-partisan

analyses, say that every Republican plan, including the
nominee for the President’s plan, would add $1 trillion to $2
trillion to what the debt is going to be over the next 10
years if we don’t do anything.  And all of the objective plans
say that if the President’s plan were implemented, it would
reduce the debt by several trillion dollars over what it’s
going to be if we don’t do anything.

 
But he’s got the order right, President Obama does. 

Growth now; restraint later.  The Romney/Republican plan is
austerity and more unemployment now, and blow the lid off
later, just at the time when we’ll be worried about high
interest rates. 

 
What’s the difference here?  Shared prosperity versus

continued austerity and high unemployment.  A politics of
cooperation versus constant conflict and divide and conquer. 

 
Listen, this is a big, clear election.  Also, for me,

it’s important to say, in my opinion, he’s done an amazing job
making our country more secure, more safe, more peaceful, and
building a world with more partners and fewer adversaries. 
And that is very, very important.  (Applause.)

 
And he’s had to get all this done while people as

recently as last week were still saying he wasn’t born in
America.  (Laughter.)  He’s had to get all this done with a
House of Representatives that had one of the tea party members
claim that 78 to 81 members of the Democratic caucus were
members of the Communist Party.  And neither the presidential
nominee, nor any of the leaders rebuked him for saying that. 
This is not the 1950s.  At least Joe McCarthy could skate on
the fact that there was one or two living Communists walking
around.  (Laughter.)  Nobody has seen a Communist in over a
decade.  (Laughter and applause.)
 
     No criticism is too vicious and too fact-free.  You have



to take the facts out there -- take the facts on the economy,
the facts on health care, the facts on energy, the facts on
education.  And the fact is we’ve got an economic policy that
has a real chance to bring America back.  Why do you think
long-term interest rates -- remember the Republicans said, oh,
that Obama, he’s such a big spender, we’re going to have a
weak dollar and interest rates are going to go through the
roof.  You know what the 10-year Treasury note interest rate
was today?  One-quarter of 1 percent.  We ought to all go buy
one.  They're giving away the money.  (Laughter.)   
 
     Now, you’re laughing.  But why are they doing that? 
Because people believe America has a solid economic strategy
for the long run.  And who would have ever thought that the
Republicans would embrace the austerity and jobless policies
of what they used to derisively call “old Europe.”  I never
thought I’d live to breathe and see, here they are saying,
let’s do the eurozone’s economic policy -- they got 11 percent
unemployment; we can get up there if we work at it. 
(Laughter.) 
 
     We’re laughing, folks, this is serious.  Too much of
politics is fact-free.  Just think about the world you want
your children and your grandchildren to live in.  Think about
what the 21st century can be.  Remember there is nothing wrong
with America that can't be fixed, and our inherent advantages
including our diversity, our relative youth, the strength of
our system are there.  But you got to have the right captain
of the ship.  And I am depending on you to take care of
future generations by making sure that that captain is
President Barack Obama. 
 

Bring him on.  (Applause.)
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA:  I love New York!  (Applause.)  Thank

you! Well, thank you, everybody.  (Applause.)  Thank you. 
Thank you so much.  Thank you.  (Applause.)  Everybody have a
seat.

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA:  Thank you.  I plan on getting four more

years -- because of you.  (Applause.) 
 
Let me just say some thank-yous at the front here.  First

of all, you've got an outstanding Attorney General -- please
give Eric Schneiderman a big round of applause.  (Applause.) 
He is doing the right thing on behalf of consumers and working
people all across this great state and having an influence all
across the country.

 
I want to thank my dear friend, Jon Bon Jovi, who has --

(applause) -- been a great supporter for a long, long time.  I
have to say that the only thing worse than following Jon is
following Jon and Bill Clinton.  (Laughter.) 

 
I want to acknowledge -- Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney is

here.  Where is Carolyn?  (Applause.)  Thank you, Carolyn. 
Party Chair Jacobs, thanks for the great work you've done.  I
want to thank all of you who helped to make this event



possible tonight.
 
And most of all, I want to thank the guy behind me here. 

President Clinton and I had a chance to talk over dinner
before we came out, and we talk about a lot of things.  We
talk about basketball.  (Laughter.)  We talk about our
daughters, and agree that you can't beat daughters. 
(Applause.)  Sons who are out there, we love you, too --
(laughter) -- but I'm just saying, we bond on that front.  We
both agree that we have improved our gene pool because we
married outstanding women.  (Applause.) 
 

But whatever the topic, whatever the subject, what I was
reminded of as I was talking to President Clinton is just how
incredibly passionate he is about this country and the people
in it.  You don’t talk to Bill without hearing at least 30
stories about extraordinary Americans who are involved in
clean energy, or starting a whole new project to teach kids
math, or figuring out how to build some new energy-efficient
building, or you name it.  And it's that passion and
connection that he has to the American people that is
infectious.  And it's a curiosity and a love for people that
is now transforming the world. 

 
And so I could not be prouder to have called him

President.  I could not be prouded to know him as a friend. 
And I could not be more grateful for him taking the time to be
here tonight.  (Applause.)  And I thank him for putting up
with a very busy Secretary of State.  (Laughter and
applause.) 

 
Now, the reason I’m here tonight is not just because I

need your help.  It’s because the country needs your help.  If
you think about why we came together back in 2008, it wasn’t
about me.  It wasn’t even necessarily just about the
Democratic Party. It was about a common set of values that we
held dear; a set of beliefs that we had about America -- a
belief that if you’re willing to work hard, in this country
you should be able to make it.  You should be able to find a
job that pays a living wage.  You should be able to own a
home, send your kids to college, retire with dignity and
respect, not go bankrupt when you get sick; that everybody in
this country -- regardless of what you look like, where you
come from, whether you’re black, white, gay, straight,
Hispanic, disabled, not -- doesn’t matter, if you’re willing
to put in the effort this is a place where you make dreams
happen.  And by you putting in that effort, not only do you do
well for yourself but you build the country in the process.
 
     And we had seen that those values were eroding, a sense
that that bedrock compact that we make with each other was
starting to diminish.  We had seen a surplus, a historic
surplus, wasted away on tax cuts for folks who didn’t need
them and weren’t even asking for them.  Suddenly surpluses
turned to deficits.  We had seen two wars fought on a credit
card.  We had seen a recklessness of a few almost bring the
entire system to collapse.
And there was a sense that, although a few of us were doing
really, really well, that you had a growing number of folks
who were struggling just to get by no matter how hard they



worked. 
 

So what we set out to do in 2008 was reclaim that basic
American promise.  And it wasn’t easy, and many of you who
supported me certainly -- you guys didn't do it because it was
easy.  When you support a guy named Barack Hussein Obama for
the presidency you know that's not a sure thing.  (Laughter.) 
But you did it because you sensed that the country was ready
for change.
 
     Now, we didn't know at the time -- we knew that there
had been a decade of problems, that since this man had left
office we had been going in the wrong direction.  We didn't
realize how this would culminate in the worst financial crisis
since the Great Depression.  As Bill said, the month I was
sworn in, 800,000 jobs lost.  We had lost 3 million before the
election had even taken place. 
 

But we didn't give up.  We didn't quit, because that's
not what the American people do.  And so all across this
country, you had folks who just dug in.  They focused on what
was necessary.  And I do believe we implemented the right
policies.  When folks said that we should let Detroit go
bankrupt, we said, no, we’re not going to let over a million
jobs go.  We’re not going to let an iconic industry waste
away.  (Applause.) 

 
And so we brought workers together and management, and

now GM is back on top, and we’ve seen more growth in the U.S.
auto industry and more market share than we’ve seen in a very,
very long time.  And manufacturing is coming back. 
(Applause.)  Even though that decision wasn’t popular, we made
the right decision. 

We made the right decision in starting to free up credit
again so that companies could borrow and small businesses
could keep their doors open.  We made the right decision when
it came to ensuring that all across this country states got
help to keep teachers and firefighters and police officers on
the job.  We made the right decision in making sure that we
used this opportunity to rebuild big chunks of America -- our
roads and our bridges and our rail lines. 

 
So we made a lot of good policy decisions.  But the

reason we came back is ultimately because of the American
people, because of their resilience and their strength.  They
made it happen.  They decided, you know what, maybe I'll
retrain for school.  A small business decided, I'm going to
keep my doors open even though it's very hard to make payroll
right now. 
 
     One of the great privileges of being President is you go
to every corner of the country and you see people from every
walk of life, and it makes you optimistic about the American
people.  Even over these last three and a half years, as tough
as things have been, it made me more optimistic about the
American people, that we have all the ingredients for success.
 
     It's because of them that we've seen more than 4 million
jobs created, more than 800,000 jobs just this year alone. 
It's because of them that we're seeing more manufacturing jobs



coming back than any time since the 1990s. 
 
     But -- and this is where you come in -- all that work
that we've done, all that effort, that stands to be reversed
because we've had an opposition that has had a fundamentally
different vision of where we should take America.  They had it
from the day I was sworn in.  They made a determination that
politics would trump what was needed to move this country
forward.  And they have tried to put sand in the gears in
Congress ever since.
 
     And now they've got a nominee who is expressing support
for an agenda that would reverse the progress we've made and
take us back to the exact same policies that got us into this
mess in the first place.  And the reason we're here today is
because we're not going back.  We're going forward. 
(Applause.)  We have worked too hard and too long to right the
ship and move us in the right direction.  We're not going
backwards, we're going forwards.  (Applause.)  That's what
we're doing, New York.  And we're going to do it with your
help!  (Applause.)
 
     Now, the reason that they think they may be able to pull
this off is because things are still tough.  There are a lot
of folks still hurting out there; too may folks still looking
for work, too many people whose homes are still underwater. 
So we know we've got more to do.  That's why I'm running
again, because our job isn't finished yet.  And this election
in some ways is going to be even more consequential than 2008,
because the choices are going to be starker this time. 

 
Keep in mind, when I ran in 2008, I was running against a

Republican who believed in climate change, believed in
immigration reform, believed in campaign finance reform, had
some history of working across the aisle.  We had profound
disagreements, but even during the midst of the financial
crisis there was an agreement of the need for action -- to
create jobs and create growth early. 

 
We don’t have that this time.  My opponent, Governor

Romney, is a patriotic American.  He has seen enormous
financial success, and God bless him for that.  He has got a
beautiful family.  But his vision of how you move this country
forward is what Bill Clinton said -- the same agenda as the
previous administration, except on steroids.  So it's not
enough just to maintain tax cuts for the wealthy, we're going
to double tax cuts.  We're going to do even more of the
same.  It's not enough just to roll back the regulations that
we put in place to make sure that, for example, the financial
system is transparent and working effectively so we don’t have
taxpayer bailouts anymore, we're going to do even more to
eliminate regulations that have kept our air clean and our
water clean and protected our kids for 20, 30 years. 

 
When you look at the budget that they've put forward,

they're not just talking about rolling back Obamacare; they're
talking about rolling back the New Deal.  (Laughter.)  And
that’s not an exaggeration. 

 
And so there's an enormous amount at stake.  And we're



going to have to make sure that in this election, we are
describing clearly what's at stake.  And we shouldn’t be
afraid of this debate, because we've got the better argument. 
We have got the better argument.

 
It's not just a matter of being able to say the change

that we brought about in lifting the auto industry back,
that’s something we're proud of.  It's not just the 4.3
million jobs.  It's not just the fact that 2.5 million young
people have health insurance that didn’t have it before.  It's
not just the fact that, as a consequence of our policies,
millions of young people are getting Pell grants and have the
capacity to go to college who didn’t have it before.  It's not
just the track record I've amassed over the last three-and-a-
half years that I am proud of. But it’s also the fact that
when you look at our history, America has not grown, it has
not prospered, it has not succeeded with a philosophy that
says, "you’re all on your own." 
 
     That's not how we built this country.  The reason we
became an economic superpower is because for all our
individual initiative, all our entrepreneurship, all our
belief in personal responsibility, despite all those things,
what we’ve also understood is there’s certain things we do
better together.  Creating a public school system that works
so that everybody gets educated -- we understand that. 
(Applause.) 
 

The first Republican President understanding we built a
Transcontinental Railroad to stitch this country together --
he understood that there’s certain things we do better
together.  Investments in the National Academy of Sciences,
investment in land grant colleges.  Eisenhower building the
Interstate Highway System.  My grandfather and his generation
going to college on the GI Bill.  Building the Hoover Dam,
building the Golden Gate Bridge -- these things we did
together.  And it created a platform where everybody had a
chance, everybody got a fair shot, everybody did their fair
share, everybody played by the same rules.
 
     If you look at our history, the reason why we have the
best capital markets in the world, the reason why Wall Street
is the center of finance -- because we had rules in place
that made us the most transparent, where investors could trust
if they put their money there they weren’t going to be
cheated.  You had a strong SEC.  You had FDIC.  You had an
entire infrastructure that allowed our capital markets to
thrive.  That's been a strength; not a weakness. 
 

Throughout our history, there have been certain things
that we have to do together.  And what was true in the past
is true now as well.  So that’s what’s at stake in this
election.  I’m not going to go back to the days when suddenly
our young people can’t afford to go to college just to pay for
tax cuts for me and Bill Clinton. 
 

We’re not going to go back to the day where 30 million
people can’t get health insurance despite working two jobs;
where young people can’t stay on their parent’s policies, or
seniors suddenly find prescription drugs more expensive



again.  We’re not going to go back to the days when suddenly
women don’t have preventive care, or we eliminate funding for
Planned Parenthood. We’re not going back to those days.  I
want my daughters to have the same opportunities as our sons. 
And I want our women to have the same ability to control their
health care decisions as anybody else.  We’re not going
backwards.  (Applause.)
 
     We’re not going to go back to the days when you couldn’t
serve in our military and at the same time admit who it is
that you loved.  (Applause.)  We’re moving forward with an
agenda of dignity and respect for everybody. 
 

We’re not going to go back to the days when folks thought
somehow there was a conflict between economic growth and
looking after our environment and good stewardship for the
next generation.  We’re not going back to those days. 
(Applause.)
 
     But we're going to have to fight for it.  This is not
going to be an easy race.  Because of the Citizens United
decision we’re seeing hundreds of millions of dollars spent,
unprecedented numbers.  We haven’t seen this kind of
spending.  There’s never been this amount of negative spending
before.  There was a brief -- a newspaper just printed
somebody had evaluated negative ads  -- 70 percent of our ads
have been positive; 70 percent of their ads have been
negative.  And I suspect that ratio could become even more
pronounced as the weeks go by. 
 

And as I said, folks out there are still anxious and
they’re still scared about the future.  And so what the other
side is counting on is fear and frustration, that hat in and
of itself is going to be good enough -- because they’re sure
not offering any new ideas.  All they’re offering is the same
old ideas that didn’t work then and won’t work now. 
 
     Even when it comes to their big issue of deficits and
debt, as President Clinton just mentioned, the truth is, is
that the two Presidents over the last 30 years, 40 years,
who’ve had the lowest increases in government spending, you’re
looking at them right here.  (Applause.)  They're on this
stage.  They are on this stage.  (Applause.)
 
     And the agenda that we’ve put forward -- which says let’s
put people to work right now rebuilding our roads and our
bridges and putting teachers back in the classroom to
accelerate growth now at the same time as we couple it with
long-term spending restraint -- that's a recipe that works. 
We’ve seen it work before.  We saw it work in the ‘90s. 
There’s no reason why it wouldn’t work now.  And that will
allow us to make sure that we can still invest in our future.
 
     As I travel around the world -- and I know President
Clinton does, as well -- you talk to people; nothing gets me
more frustrated when I hear sometimes reports in the press
about America’s decline, because around the world there’s
nobody who wouldn’t trade places with us.  (Applause.)  We’ve
got the best universities, the most productive workers, the
best entrepreneurs, the best scientists.  We’ve got all the



ingredients we need to make it work.  Now we just need the
best politics.  Now we just need the best politics. 
(Applause.)  And that's what this election is going to be all
about.
 
     So the bottom line is this:  All of you, you're going to
have to work not just as hard as we did in 2008, we’re going
to need you to work harder.  One of the things we learned in
2008 is for all the negative ads, for all the rough-and-tumble
of politics, for all the distortions and just plain nonsense
that you sometimes hear, when folks come together, when
citizens come together and insist that it’s time for a change,
guess what -- change happens. 
 
     And what was true then is just as true now.  And I want
you guys to know that it is true that my hair is grayer -- I
haven’t quite caught up to Bill yet -- (laughter) -- but I’m
getting there.  Those of us who have this awesome privilege of
holding this office, we end up showing a few dings and dents
along the way.  That's inevitable.  But I am more determined
now than I was in 2008.  (Applause.)  I am more inspired by
America now than I even was then, because I've seen more of
this country, and I've seen its strength and I've seen its
passion.  I've seen what's possible. 
 

I've seen the changes we've already brought.  And it
shouldn’t make us complacent, but it should make us confident
about the changes that we can bring about in the future. 
(Applause.)  It means that we're going to be able to do even
more to double clean energy.  It means we're going to be able
to do even more to bring back manufacturing.  We're going to
be able to do more to put people back to work.  We're going
to be able to make sure that we're a nation of laws and a
nation of immigrants. 

All those things on our checklist that we haven't yet
gotten done we will get done.  But we're only going to get it
done because of you.  I'm only going to get it done because
of you.  (Applause.)

 
You know, I used to say that I'm not a perfect man --

Michelle will tell you -- and I'll never be a perfect
President. No President is.  But I promised you I would always
tell you what I thought, I'd always tell you where I stood,
and I'd wake up every single day just thinking about how I can
make the lives of the American people a little bit better, and
I'd work as hard as I knew how to make that happen.  And I
have kept that promise.  I have kept that promise because I
still believe in you.  And I hope you still believe in me. 
(Applause.)

 
Because if you're willing to join me this time out, and

knock on doors, and make phone calls, and get out there and
talk to your friends and talk to your neighbors, I promise you
we will finish what we started in 2008.  (Applause.)  We will
not go backward.  We will go forward.  And we will remind the
entire world just why it is the United States of America is
the greatest nation on Earth.

 
Thank you, New York.  I love you.  God bless you.  God

bless America.  (Applause.)



 
                        END                9:28 P.M. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, everybody.
 
MR. CARNEY:  Looks like there’s a surprise guest here. 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Jay tells me that you guys have been

missing me.  (Laughter.)  So I thought I’d come by and just
say hello.

 
Before I take some questions, let me just mention, since

Medicare has been a little bit in the news lately, I thought
it would be useful to start with some actual facts and news
about the program.

 
Today, HHS announced that thanks to the health care law

that we passed, nearly 5.4 million seniors with Medicare have
saved over $4.1 billion on prescription drugs.  That’s an
average savings of more than $700 per person.  This year
alone, 18 million seniors with Medicare have taken advantage
of new preventive care benefits like a mammogram or other
cancer screening at no extra cost.

 
These are big deals for a lot of Americans, and it

represents two important ways that the improvements we made as
part of the Affordable Care Act has strengthened Medicare and
helped seniors everywhere get better care at less cost. 
That’s been our goal from the very beginning, and I’m going to
continue to do everything I can to make sure that we keep our
seniors healthy and the American people healthy.

 
So with that, let me start off with Jim Kuhnhenn.
 
Q    Thank you, Mr. President.  Thank you for being

here.  You’re no doubt aware of the comments that the Missouri
Senate candidate, Republican Todd Akin, made on rape and
abortion.  I wondered if you think those views represent the
views of the Republican Party in general.  They’ve been
denounced by your own rival and other Republicans.  Are they
an outlier or are they representative?
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THE PRESIDENT:  Well, let me, first of all, say the views

expressed were offensive.  Rape is rape.  And the idea that we
should be parsing and qualifying and slicing what types of
rape we’re talking about doesn’t make sense to the American
people and certainly doesn’t make sense to me. 

 
So what I think these comments do underscore is why we

shouldn’t have a bunch of politicians, a majority of whom are
men, making health care decisions on behalf of women. 

 
And so, although these particular comments have led

Governor Romney and other Republicans to distance themselves,
I think the underlying notion that we should be making
decisions on behalf of women for their health care decisions -
- or qualifying forcible rape versus non-forcible rape -- I
think those are broader issues, and that is a significant
difference in approach between me and the other party. 

 
But I don’t think that they would agree with the Senator

from Missouri in terms of his statement, which was way out
there.

 
Q    Should he drop out of the race?
 

     THE PRESIDENT:  He was nominated by the Republicans in
Missouri.  I’ll let them sort that out.
 
     Nancy Cordes.
 
     Q    Yes, Mr. President, thank you.  As you know, your
opponent recently accused you of waging a campaign filled with
“anger and hate.”   And you told Entertainment Tonight that
anyone who attends your rallies can see that they’re not
angry- or hate-filled affairs.  But in recent weeks, your
campaign has suggested repeatedly, without proof, that Mr.
Romney might be hiding something in his tax returns.  They
have suggested that Mr. Romney might be a felon for the way
that he handed over power of Bain Capital.  And your campaign
and the White House have declined to condemn an ad by one of
your top supporters that links Mr. Romney to a woman's death
from cancer.  Are you comfortable with the tone that's being
set by your campaign?  Have you asked them to change their
tone when it comes to defining Mr. Romney?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, first of all, I'm not sure all
those characterizations that you laid out there were
accurate.  For example, nobody accused Mr. Romney of being a
felon.  
 

And I think that what is absolutely true is, if you watch
me on the campaign trail, here's what I'm talking about.  I'm
talking about how we put Americans back to work.  And there
are sharp differences between myself and Mr. Romney in terms
of how we would do that.  He thinks that if we roll back Wall
Street reform, roll back the Affordable Care Act -- otherwise
known affectionately as Obamacare -- that somehow people are
going to be better off. 

 
I think that if we are putting teachers back to work and



rebuilding America and reducing our deficit in a balanced way,
that's how you put people back to work.  That is a substantive
difference.  That's what I talk about on the campaign.
 
     When it comes to taxes, Governor Romney thinks that we
should be cutting taxes by another $5 trillion, and folks like
me would benefit disproportionately from that.  I think that
it makes a lot more sense and have put out a detailed plan for
a balanced approach that combines tough spending cuts with
asking people like me -- millionaires and billionaires -- to
do a little bit more.  That's a substantive difference in this
campaign.
 
     Whether it's on wind energy, or how we would approach
funding education, those are the topics that we're spending a
lot of time talking about in the campaign. 
 
     Now, if you look at the overall trajectory of our
campaign and the ads that I've approved and are produced by my
campaign, you'll see that we point out sharp differences
between the candidates, but we don't go out of bounds.  And
when it comes to releasing taxes, that's a precedent that was
set decades ago, including by Governor Romney's father.  And
for us to say that it makes sense to release your tax returns,
as I did, as John McCain did, as Bill Clinton did, as the two
President Bushes did, I don't think is in any way out of
bounds. 
 

I think that is what the American people would rightly
expect -- is a sense that, particularly when we're going to
be having a huge debate about how we reform our tax code and
how we pay for the government that we need, I think people
want to know that everybody has been playing by the same
rules, including people who are seeking the highest office in
the land.  This is not an entitlement, being President of the
United States.  This is a privilege.  And we've got to put
ourselves before the American people to make our case.

 
Q    Well, why not send a message to the top super PAC

that's supporting you and say, I think an ad like that is out
of bounds?  We shouldn’t be suggesting that --

 
THE PRESIDENT:  So let's take that particular issue, as

opposed to -- because you lumped in a whole bunch of other
stuff that I think was entirely legitimate.  I don't think
that Governor Romney is somehow responsible for the death of
the woman that was portrayed in that ad.  But keep in mind
this is an ad that I didn’t approve, I did not produce, and as
far as I can tell, has barely run.  I think it ran once.

 
Now, in contrast, you've got Governor Romney creating as

a centerpiece of his campaign this notion that we're taking
the work requirement out of welfare, which every single person
here who's looked at it says is patently false.  What he's
arguing is somehow we have changed the welfare requirement --
the work requirement in our welfare laws.  And, in fact,
what's happened was that my administration, responding to the
requests of five governors, including two Republican
governors, agreed to approve giving them, those states, some
flexibility in how they manage their welfare rolls as long as



it produced 20 percent increases in the number of people who
are getting work. 

 
So, in other words, we would potentially give states more

flexibility to put more people back to work, not to take them
off the work requirement under welfare.  Everybody who has
looked at this says what Governor Romney is saying is
absolutely wrong.  Not only are his super PACs running
millions of dollars' worth of ads making this claim; Governor
Romney himself is approving this and saying it on the stump. 

 
So the contrast I think is pretty stark.  They can run

the campaign that they want, but the truth of the matter is
you can't just make stuff up.  That's one thing you learn as
President of the United States.  You get called into account. 

 
And I feel very comfortable with the fact that when you

look at the campaign we're running, we are focused on the
issues and the differences that matter to working families all
across America.  And that's exactly the kind of debate the
American people deserve.

 
Jake Tapper.
 
Q    Mr. President, a couple questions.  One, I'm

wondering if you could comment on the recent spate of green-
on-blue incidents in Afghanistan, what is being done about it,
why your commanders tell you they think that there has been an
uptick in this kind of violence; and second, with the economy
and unemployment still the focus of so many Americans, what
they can expect in the next couple months out of Washington,
if anything, when it comes to any attempt to bring some more
economic growth to the country. 

 
THE PRESIDENT:  On Afghanistan, obviously we've been

watching with deep concern these so-called green-on-blue
attacks, where you have Afghan individuals, some of whom are
actually enrolled in the Afghan military, some in some cases
dressing up as Afghan military or police, attacking coalition
forces, including our own troops. 

 
I just spoke today to Marty Dempsey, the Chairman of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff, who happens to be in Afghanistan.  He
is having intensive consultations not only with our commander,
John Allen, on the ground, but also with Afghan counterparts. 
And I'll be reaching out to President Karzai as well --
because we've got to make sure that we're on top of this. 

 
We are already doing a range of things, and we're seeing

some success when it comes to better counterintelligence,
making sure that the vetting process for Afghan troops is
stronger.  And we've got what's called the Guardian Angel
program, to make sure that our troops aren’t in isolated
situations that might make them more vulnerable.  But
obviously we're going to have to do more, because there has
been an uptick over the last 12 months on this.

 
Part of what's taking place is we are transitioning to

Afghan security, and for us to train them effectively, we are
in much closer contact -- our troops are in much closer



contact with Afghan troops on an ongoing basis.  And part of
what we've got to do is to make sure that this model works
but it doesn’t make our guys more vulnerable.

 
In the long term, we will see fewer U.S. casualties and

coalition casualties by sticking to our transition plan and
making sure that we've got the most effective Afghan security
force possible.  But we've got to do it in a way that doesn’t
leave our guys vulnerable.

 
So we are deeply concerned about this from top to

bottom.  And hopefully, over the next several weeks, we'll
start seeing better progress on this front.

 
In terms of the economy, I would love to say that when

Congress comes back -- they've got a week or 10 days before
they go out and start campaigning again -- that we're going to
see a flurry of action.  I can't guarantee that.  I do think
that there's some specific things they could do that would
make a big difference.  I'll give you a couple of examples.

 
First of all, just making sure that we've got what's

called a continuing resolution so that we don't have any
disruptions and government shutdowns over the next couple
months, that's important.  It appears that there's an
agreement on that, but we want to make sure that that gets
done.

 
Number two, we have put forward an idea that I think a

lot of Americans think makes sense, which is we've got
historically low interest rates now, and the housing market is
beginning to tick back up but it's still not at all where it
needs to be.  There are a lot of families out there whose
homes are underwater. They owe more than the house is worth
because housing values dropped so precipitously, and they're
having trouble refinancing.

 
We're going to be pushing Congress to see if they can

pass a refinancing bill that puts $3,000 into the pockets of
the average family who hasn’t yet refinanced their mortgage. 
That's a big deal.  That $3,00 can be used to strengthen the
equity in that person's home, which would raise home values. 
Alternatively, that's $3,000 in people's pockets that they can
spend on a new computer for their kid going back to school, or
new school clothes for their kids, and so that would
strengthen the economy as well.   

        
Obviously, the biggest thing that Congress could do would

be to come up with a sensible approach to reducing our deficit
in ways that we had agreed to and talked about last year.  And
I continue to be open to seeing Congress approach this with a
balanced plan that has tough spending cuts, building on the
trillion dollars' worth of spending cuts that we've already
made, but also asks for additional revenue from folks like me,
from folks in the top 1 or 2 percent, to make sure that folks
who can least afford it aren’t suddenly bearing the burden,
and we're providing some additional certainty to small
businesses and families going forward.

 
Alternatively, they could go ahead and vote for a bill



that we've said would definitely strengthen the economy, and
that is giving everybody who's making $250,000 a year or less
certainty that their taxes aren’t going to go down [sic] next
year.  That would make a big difference.

 
Now, obviously the Republicans have voted that down

already once.  It's not likely, realistically, that they're
going to bring it back up again before Election Day.  But my
hope is after the election, people will step back and
recognize that that's a sensible way to bring down our deficit
and allow us to still invest in things like education that are
going to help the economy grow.

 
Chuck Todd.
 
Q    Mr. President, could you update us on your latest

thinking of where you think things are in Syria, and in
particular, whether you envision using U.S. military, if
simply for nothing else, the safe keeping of the chemical
weapons, and if you're confident that the chemical weapons are
safe? 

 
I also want to follow up on an answer you just gave to

Nancy.  You said that one of the reasons you wanted to see
Mitt Romney's tax returns was you want to see if everybody is
playing by the same set of rules.  That actually goes to the
question she asked, which is this implication, do you think
there's something Mitt Romney is not telling us in his tax
returns that indicates he's not playing by the same set of
rules?

 
THE PRESIDENT:  No.  There's a difference between playing

by the same sets of rules and doing something illegal.  And in
no way have we suggested the latter.  But the first
disclosure, the one year of tax returns that he disclosed
indicated that he used Swiss bank accounts, for example. 
Well, that may be perfectly legal, but I suspect if you ask
the average American, do you have one and is that part of how
you manage your tax obligations, they would say no.  They
would find that relevant information, particularly when we're
going into a time where we know we're going to have to make
tough choices both about spending and about taxes.

 
So I think the idea that this is somehow exceptional,

that there should be a rationale or a justification for doing
more than the very bare minimum has it backwards.  I mean, the
assumption should be you do what previous presidential
candidates did, dating back for decades.  And Governor
Romney's own dad says, well, the reason I put out 10 or 12
years is because any single year might not tell you the whole
story.  And everybody has, I think, followed that custom ever
since. 

 
The American people have assumed that if you want to be

President of the United States, that your life is an open
book   when it comes to things like your finances.  I'm not
asking him to disclose every detail of his medical records --
although we normally do that as well -- (laughter.)  You know?
  I mean, this isn't sort of overly personal here, guys.  This
is pretty standard stuff.  I don't think we're being mean by



asking him to do what every other presidential candidate has
done -- right?  It's what the American people expect.

 
On Syria, obviously this is a very tough issue.  I have

indicated repeatedly that President al-Assad has lost
legitimacy, that he needs to step down.  So far, he hasn’t
gotten the message, and instead has double downed in violence
on his own people.  The international community has sent a
clear message that rather than drag his country into civil war
he should move in the direction of a political transition. 
But at this point, the likelihood of a soft landing seems
pretty distant.
 
     What we’ve said is, number one, we want to make sure
we’re providing humanitarian assistance, and we’ve done that
to the tune of $82 million, I believe, so far.  And we’ll
probably end up doing a little more because we want to make
sure that the hundreds of thousands of refugees that are
fleeing the mayhem, that they don’t end up creating -- or
being in a terrible situation, or also destabilizing some of
Syria’s neighbors.
 
     The second thing we’ve done is we said that we would
provide, in consultation with the international community,
some assistance to the opposition in thinking about how would
a political transition take place, and what are the principles
that should be upheld in terms of looking out for minority
rights and human rights.  And that consultation is taking
place.
 
     I have, at this point, not ordered military engagement in
the situation.  But the point that you made about chemical and
biological weapons is critical.  That’s an issue that doesn’t
just concern Syria; it concerns our close allies in the
region, including Israel.  It concerns us.  We cannot have a
situation where chemical or biological weapons are falling
into the hands of the wrong people. 
 
     We have been very clear to the Assad regime, but also to
other players on the ground, that a red line for us is we
start seeing a whole bunch of chemical weapons moving around
or being utilized.  That would change my calculus.  That would
change my equation.
 
     Q    So you're confident it’s somehow under -- it's
safe?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  In a situation this volatile, I wouldn’t
say that I am absolutely confident.  What I’m saying is we’re
monitoring that situation very carefully.  We have put
together a range of contingency plans.  We have communicated
in no uncertain terms with every player in the region that
that’s a red line for us and that there would be enormous
consequences if we start seeing movement on the chemical
weapons front or the use of chemical weapons.  That would
change my calculations significantly.
 
     All right, thank you, everybody.
 
                             END           1:49 P.M. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT:  Well, thank you.  And thanks for inviting me to speak today.  And Michelle says hi.  I know that at some point she’ll have a chance to be
with all of you.  And I just want to congratulate everybody on what I hear is your biggest conference yet.

 
Even though I couldn’t be with you in person, I wanted to say thank you.  As like every father, I think about the role models that are out there for my

daughters -- and I worry about what they’ll run into online, honestly -- so the fact that Sasha and Malia can go to places like BlogHer and find thousands of
women who are writing about subjects from health to family and food and politics and careers -- it means a lot to me and it means a lot to Michelle.

 
Now, some of you may have heard there’s an election coming up.  And women’s issues are front and center, as they should be. But I think the conversation

has been oversimplified a little bit.  I bet anyone who spends a little time at your conference would realize pretty fast that women are not a monolithic bloc,
you’re not an interest group.  You make up more than half of our country and nearly half of our workforce -- not to mention 80 percent of my household if you
count my mother-in-law.

 
So, for me, any discussion of the issues women face begins with my own life story and the women in my own life.  There was my mom, who was a single mother

who put herself through school and made sure my sister and I earned our educations, too.  There was my grandmother, who worked her way up from a secretary to
vice president at her local bank -- even though she hit a glass ceiling and watched men she once trained pass her by.

 
When Michelle and I got married and had our girls, we were giving it our all to balance raising a family and pursuing our careers, and we wished we had a

machine that would let us be two places at one time.  And, of course, as a father, the highlight of my day is asking my girls about their days.
 
So, when I think about what’s been most important in my life, it’s these amazing relationships that I’ve had with my mother and grandmother, my wife and my

daughters.  And what drives me when I step into the Oval Office, every decision that I make is making sure that all of our daughters -- just like all of our
sons -- are growing up in a country that gives them the chance to be anything they set their minds to, and a country where more doors are open to them than
were open to the previous generation. 

 
That’s why the first bill I signed was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act -- to help protect your right to equal pay for equal work.  Now I want to

strengthen those protections.  And that’s why we’ve extended more loans to women-owned businesses.  That’s why we’ve cut taxes for small business owners 18
times. 

 
I also want to keep small business taxes low in the future. That’s why we’ve enacted education reform that’s helped more than 2.3 million more young women

afford to pursue higher education.  And now I want to make sure even more can afford to go.
 

And because of the new health care reform law -- Obamacare  -- I happily accept the term -- millions of young women are going to have coverage through
their parent's plans.  Children with preexisting conditions can't be denied insurance.  Tens of millions of women with private insurance now have access to
preventive care like mammograms, and are beginning to gain access to contraception at no additional cost.  And pretty soon, insurance companies will no longer
be able to deny you coverage because of preexisting conditions like cancer or pregnancy, or charge you higher premiums just for being a woman.  I'm not going to
give any ground to those who would deny women their own health care choices. 
 

Behind every one of these policies is a pretty simple idea: You, women, should have control over the decisions that affect your health, your lives, your
careers.  And if you share that belief, then I think you'll agree that the choice women face right now in this election could not be bigger.  On the one hand,
you have folks who plan to turn back the clock.  They promise to take away access to health care and contraception.  They talk about getting rid of vital
services like Planned Parenthood.  They're planning to spend trillions of dollars on new tax cuts weighed towards millionaires and billionaires. 

 
And just yesterday, an independent, nonpartisan organization ran the numbers.  They found that in order for my opponent to pay for his tax plan he'd have

to cut tax breaks that middle-class families depend on to pay for your home, or your health care, or to send your kids to college -- which means the average
middle-class family with children would be hit with a tax increase of more than $2,000. 

 
On top of that tax increase, my opponent plans to also gut education programs that help low-income mothers, student aid that disproportionately benefits

young women. 
 
So this, overall, is what I consider a wrong approach.  It's not how we're going to grow this economy.  It's not how we're going to build the middle

class.  We can't afford to re-fight the battles of the past few years -- or the past century, for that matter.
 
And that's why my plan would move us forward, by cutting taxes for the middle class, investing in education, protecting equal pay, and making sure your

health care is there for you when you need it.  And I pay for my plan by asking people like me to go back to the same tax rates we paid during the Clinton
years.

 
So that's the choice we face as a country.  And even though we're dealing with some big challenges right now, I've never been more confident that the

ability to solve our problems is entirely within our grasp.  If we choose the right path, I'm absolutely confident we're going to restore the sense of economic
security that ought to be at the center of American life.

 
We'll create an economy that works for everybody.  We'll open up new doors of opportunity for our daughters as well as our sons.  We'll build our middle

class.  We'll grow this economy not from the top down, but from the middle out and from the bottom up.  And that's not just good for women; that's good for all
of us.

 
So thank you so much for the opportunity.  We appreciate you.  Michelle says hi.  The girls say hi.  Bo does, too.  I hope you guys have a wonderful

conference that remains.
 
Bye-bye.
 
                          END               4L43 P.M. EDT  
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THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you, Jane.  (Applause.)  Thank you,
AARP.  (Applause.)  I want to thank Barry, and the entire AARP,
for everything you do on behalf of America’s seniors. 
(Applause.)
 

And today is especially poignant for me I think because I
can’t help to think about my grandmother, Madelyn Dunham. 
During World War II, she worked on a bomber assembly line, with
a baby at home, while her husband was off serving his country. 
And in the postwar years, she worked her way from a secretary
to vice president at her local bank.  And later, she helped
raise my mother, and then obviously helped raise me and my
sister.
 

She was a great citizen who lived up to her
responsibilities.  And after a lifetime of hard work, what she
hoped for in return was to be able to live out her golden
years with dignity and security, and to see her grandchildren
and her great grandchildren have a better life.
    

And she was fiercely independent, so she didn’t want a lot
of help from me or anybody else.  She just wanted to make sure
that the work she had put in was going to pay off.  And I’m
thinking a lot about her these days because we lost my
grandmother three days before I was elected to this office,
back in 2008.  But rewarding those hopes that she and so many
other Americans shared -- restoring the basic bargain that says
if you work hard, that work will pay off -- is one of the
reasons I ran for this office in the first place.  The values
that she taught me are part of what has driven me over the last
four years

 
Now, we’ve come a long way, but we’re not there yet.  And

that’s why I’m asking you for a second term as President. 
(Applause.)
 

There’s been a lot of talk about Medicare and Social
Security in this campaign, as there should be.  And these are
bedrock commitments that America makes to its seniors, and I
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consider those commitments unshakeable.  But given the
conversations that have been out there in the political arena
lately, I want to emphasize Medicare and Social Security are
not handouts.  (Applause.)  You’ve paid into these programs
your whole lives.  You’ve earned them.  And as President, it’s
my job to make sure that Medicare and Social Security remain
strong for today’s seniors and for future generations.  
 

It probably won’t surprise you, though, that there’s a lot
of talk about Medicare and Social Security that hasn’t been
completely on the level over the last several months.  So
here’s what you need to know:
 

I have strengthened Medicare as President.  (Applause.) 
We’ve added years to the life of the program by getting rid of
taxpayer subsidies to insurance companies that weren’t making
people healthier.  And we used those savings to lower
prescription drug costs, and to offer seniors on Medicare new
preventive services like cancer screenings and wellness
services. 
 

In fact, the health reform law we passed has already saved
more than 5.5 million seniors and people with disabilities
nearly $4.5 billion on their prescription drugs.  (Applause.) 
Seniors who received a discount have saved an average of more
than $600 this year alone.  And over the next 10 years, we
expect the average Medicare beneficiary to save nearly $5,000
as a result of this law.
 

Now, my opponents have pledged to repeal these savings and
benefits in their first day on the job, which means billions in
new profits for insurance companies, but also would mean
immediately increased costs for seniors and would bankrupt the
Medicare trust fund in just four years.  And what would they
replace it with?  Their plan replaces guaranteed Medicare
benefits with a voucher that wouldn’t keep up with costs.
 

And when they tell you that their plan lets you keep your
doctor, they’re leaving out one thing -- and that’s the facts. 
A new study says that under their plan, if just 5 percent of
seniors switch to private plans, 40 percent of doctors who
currently take Medicare would stop accepting it.  So think
about that.  Millions of seniors would be forced to change
doctors.
 
     I don’t consider this approach bold or particularly
courageous, I just think it’s a bad idea.  No American should
ever spend their golden years at the mercy of insurance
companies.  They should retire with the care and the dignity
that they have earned.  (Applause.)
 
     Now, we do have to reform and strengthen Medicare for the
long haul, but we’re going to do it by reducing the costs of
care -- not by asking seniors to pay thousands of dollars more
while we’re giving millionaires and billionaires a massive new
tax cut.  (Applause.)

And when it comes to Social Security, we’ve got to keep
the promise of Social Security by taking responsible steps to
strengthen it, not by turning it over to Wall Street. 
(Applause.)  The last time the other side was in charge, my



opponent’s running mate wrote a bill that would have privatized
Social Security.  And after what happened on Wall Street just
four years ago, does anybody actually think that’s a good idea?
  (Laughter.)

Most seniors rely on Social Security for most of their
income.  It keeps 20 million Americans out of poverty each and
every year.  And while it’s not the cause of today’s deficits,
we do need to strengthen the program for the coming decades. 
And that means folks on both sides need to come together around
a balanced plan.  (Applause.)
 

My opponent claims that to pay for a new $5 trillion tax
cut skewed towards the very top, he’d just close tax loopholes
for the very wealthy.  But independent experts say there’s no
way to do that without also cutting deductions that the middle
class relies on, and that includes taxing things like Social
Security benefits.  And this could mean higher taxes for
seniors on Social Security, including taxing benefits for
seniors who make less than $32,000 a year for the first time
ever.  Nearly 30 million seniors could see their taxes go up
by hundreds of dollars.
 

So I want you all to know at AARP I’m not going to let
that happen.  (Applause.)  My plan calls for both parties to
come together and take responsible steps to preserve Social
Security for the long run.  And we’ll do it in a way that
ensures a lifetime of hard work is rewarded with dignity and
security for generations to come.

 
So you guys have a big choice in this election and these

are the paths -- the two paths our country can take.  We can
spend trillions of dollars on tax cuts targeted towards the
wealthiest Americans, which could result in cuts to benefits
that you’ve worked a lifetime to earn.  Or we can take a
balanced approach to invest in the middle class and strengthen
Medicare and Social Security for you and your children and your
grandchildren.  That’s the choice in this election and that’s
why I’m asking for your vote.  (Applause.)

 
So thanks so much, AARP, for having me.  And with that,

Jane, I’m ready to take some questions.  (Applause.)
 

     Q    Mr. President, Jane Pauley here again.  I’m back in
the hall with our members, and they do have some questions for
you.  I’d like to explain here in the hall that -- what a
satellite delay is.  When I ask a question, it goes up there,
and then it comes down.  There’s about a second and a half
delay between my delivering a question and the President
hearing it.  Just so you know the drill and a little inside
stuff on television.
 
     Mr. President, we are so grateful that you can stay with
us a few minutes longer.
 
     Mike, from Brier, Washington, asks:  “How will you reduce
the federal debt and not gut Social Security and Medicare?”
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, it’s a great question, Mike, and I
appreciate it.  We have a genuine challenge in bringing our
deficit down and reducing our debt, and I think it’s important



for folks to know that 90 percent of the debt and deficits that
we’re seeing right now are the result of choices that were made
over the course of the last decade -- two wars that weren’t
paid for; tax cuts skewed towards the wealthy that were not
paid for.  So we made some decisions, and then when the Great
Recession hit, that meant more money was going out and not as
much money was coming in, and that has blown up our deficit and
our debt.
 
     The key to reducing it is to do it in a balanced,
responsible way.  So I’ve put forward a $4 trillion, deficit-
reduction plan which would bring our deficits down to a
manageable level and begin the work of bringing our debt down,
and it involves making some tough choices.  So I’ve already
signed a trillion dollars’ worth of cuts, programs that we
don't need, programs that, frankly, are not helping people get
more opportunity or creating pathways for success for middle-
class families or those who are striving to get into the middle
class.
 
     But after those cuts are made and some additional cuts are
made, the only way to reach that $4 trillion target to also ask
the wealthiest among us to do a little bit more.  So what I’ve
suggested is that we go back for people whose incomes are above
$250,000 to go back to the tax rates that existed when Bill
Clinton was President, which, by the way, was a time when we
created 23 million new jobs, went from a deficit to a surplus,
and created a whole lot of millionaires to boot.  (Applause.)

 
Now, this contrasts with the plan that my opponent is

putting forward for deficit reduction.  And some of you may
have seen President Clinton speak at the convention --
(applause) -- what's missing from it is arithmetic, because
what they're proposing is not only to extend the Bush tax cuts
for the wealthy, but then they want to add another $5 trillion
tax cut on top of that, and $2 trillion in additional defense
spending that our Joint Chiefs of Staff say doesn’t make sense
at a time when we're winding down two wars. 

 
So before they even start digging us out of the hole that

we're in, they just added to the hole with $7 trillion in
additional spending on tax cuts or on defense.  Now, they
haven't explained how they would pay for that, but independent
analysts who have looked at it have said the only way you pay
for this is not only to gut investments in education, in basic
research that could help find cures for cancer or Alzheimer's,
to not invest in our infrastructure, but it also means that
you're going to have to impose a higher tax burden on middle-
class families -- up to $2,000 a year for families with
children. 

 
And as I mentioned in my opening remarks, if you're

looking at figuring out how to pay for that $5 trillion tax
cut, part of what you would also start looking at is taxing
Social Security benefits, or turning Medicare into a voucher
program.  And that is not the right approach to take. 

 
My attitude is that if we're going to work together to

bring down our deficit, everybody has got to do their fair
share, everybody has got to do their part.  (Applause.)  And
for us to have new tax cuts for millionaires and billionaires



to pay for cuts in Social Security or Medicare or education is
just not the right way to go.

 
Q    Mr. President, from Washington D.C, Paulette (ph)

asks a question.  She says, “If one makes $106 [thousand] a
year or less, they pay Social Security taxes on 100 percent of
their income; a millionaire pays 10 percent or less.  Will you
try to get the cap removed for Social Security taxes?"

 
THE PRESIDENT:  I do think that looking at changing the

cap is an important aspect of putting Social Security on a more
stable footing.  (Applause.)  And what I've said is, is that
I'm willing to work with Republicans and examine all their
ideas, but what I'm not going to do as a matter of principle
is to slash benefits or privatize Social Security and suddenly
turn it over to Wall Street.  Because we saw what can happen,
back in 2008/2009, when the stock market crashed.  And we're
still recovering from that.

 
Q    Mr. President, James from Derry, Pennsylvania says,

"I haven't heard you say much about out-of-control prescription
drug costs facing those of us retired and living on fixed
incomes.  What are you plans to bring down these costs?"

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, the good news is, I'm not just

talking about it, we've actually done something about it. 
(Applause.)  The health care bill that we passed, Obamacare, 
which, by the way, I don’t mind the term because I do care,
that’s why we passed the bill -- (applause) -- one of the
things that we did was to begin closing the notorious doughnut
hole that so many seniors suffer from. 

 
So starting this year already, what we’re seeing is a 50

percent discount for seniors who are in the doughnut hole. 
Each year they’re going to get additional discounts until the
doughnut hole is completely closed.  That's already saving
millions of seniors around the country an average of $600 to
$650 a year.  That's on top, by the way, of the preventive
care that is now provided without additional charge, under
Medicare, as a consequence of what we did with Obamacare. 
 
     And there's more that we can do on prescription drugs. 
One of the things that I’ve proposed in my budget is that
Medicare recipients should get some of the same deep discounts
that Medicaid receives.  That would save additional billions of
dollars for seniors.  (Applause.)  And there's work that we can
also do in terms of accelerating the use of generics and making
sure that the process for seniors getting access to cheaper
prescription drugs is obtained.
 
     But this is critically important because I meet too many
families where they tell me a story of their parents having to
cut their pills in half because they just can’t afford the
prescriptions that have been given to them. 
 
     Q    Mr. President, a question for you from Hawaii, from
Richard:  “What would you do to guarantee the future of
Medicare?”
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, again, it turns out that contrary to
what you’ve heard and what you may hear from subsequent



speakers, Obamacare actually strengthened Medicare.  So what we
did was extend the Medicare trust fund by eight years.  In
addition, we dealt with prescription drugs in a way that is
helping seniors now and in the future.  The preventive care
that we’re doing is going to ensure that seniors stay
healthier, which reduces costs. 
 
     And one thing that I want to point out is, when you hear
this notion of -- that we somehow took $716 billion, robbed it
from Medicare beneficiaries and seniors, I want you to know
that is simply not true.  (Applause.)  What we did was we went
after waste and fraud, and overcharging by insurance companies,
for example.  Those savings do come out to $716 [billion], and
those savings are part of what allows us to close the doughnut
hole, provide the preventive care, and is actually going to
extend the life of Medicare over the long term.  It also, by
the way, helps to reduce the increase in the premiums that
seniors pay under Medicare.
 
     And that points to what we need to do with Medicare
generally.  What we need to do is to go after the waste, the
fraud, and reduce health care costs overall.  (Applause.)  So
part of what we’re doing through this new health care law is
using the power of -- the purchasing power of Medicare to say
to doctors and hospitals and insurance companies, you guys need
to work smarter -- instead of having five different tests that
you’re charging us for, do one test and then email it to
everybody.  (Applause.)  Instead of having all kinds of
administrative costs and paperwork, let’s make sure that we’re
using health IT -- information technologies -- to do a better
job.  Let’s coordinate care better.  Let’s engage in more
preventive care.  (Applause.)
 
     Because this is not just a Medicare problem.  Medicare
actually is a very efficient program relative to the private
insurance programs.  The problem is health care costs generally
are going up.  So we’ve got to bring down health care costs;
that’s what we’re focused on.  And I just want to point out
that the other side’s approach to saving Medicare -- and you’ll
be hearing about this, I gather, after I speak -- is to turn
Medicare into a voucher program and essentially transfer those
costs onto seniors.
 
     Congressman Ryan’s original plan that was put forward --
independent analysis showed that, as a consequence, seniors
could expect to pay over $6,000 more for their Medicare once
they were under a voucher program.  Now, that was his original
plan.  I want to be fair here.  He then modified it -- because
obviously there was a lot of pushback from seniors on that idea
-- so he said, well, we’re going to have traditional Medicare
stand side by side with the voucher program, and no current
beneficiaries will be affected. 
 

The problem is that insurance companies, once they’re
getting vouchers, they’re really good at recruiting the
healthier, younger Medicare recipients, and weeding out and
leaving in traditional Medicare [to] the older, sicker
recipients.  And over time what happens is that, because there
are older, sicker folks in the traditional Medicare plan,
premiums start going up, they start going through the roof. 
And the entire infrastructure of traditional Medicare ends up



collapsing, which means that all seniors at some point end up
being at the mercy of the insurance companies through a voucher
program.  That’s what we’re trying to prevent.  And the reason
that AARP supported Obamacare and does not support this voucher
approach is because they have looked at these independent
experts and the analysis that they’ve put forward, and they
know that a voucher program is not going to be a good deal for
Medicare over the long haul.  (Applause.)
 
     Q    Mr. President, from Sandwich, Massachusetts.  Kathy
(ph) has the following question for you:  “What would your
administration do to make sure age discrimination laws are
enforced so we have an even playing field to get a job?”   
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, this is a great question, and
obviously one of the challenges that we’ve seen as a
consequence of this terrible recession we went through was a
lot of workers in their 50s and early 60s found themselves
suddenly laid off, and it’s very hard for them to get their
foot in the door despite all the incredible experience that
they have and the skills and training that they’ve got.  So
there are a couple of things that we need to do.
 
     Number one, we just have to make sure that we’re
enforcing nondiscrimination laws effectively.  And the Attorney
General knows that that's always a top priority for me.  In
some cases, part of what we’re trying to do is to see if we
legislatively can overturn some bad Supreme Court rulings that
have made it harder to prove age discrimination.  (Applause.)
 
     Q    Using the --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And that's something that we’re really
focused on.
 
     Q    Forgive me for interrupting the President of the
United States.  Sorry.  (Laughter.) 
 
     Mr. President, you used the word “legislation” which will
ring a bell with Joe from Fort Aktinson, Wisconsin, who asks: 
“What can you do about this gridlock between both sides of the
aisle in Congress?” 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, Jane, let me just say this -- first
of all, before I go to the gridlock issue, I did want to
emphasize that in addition to dealing with age discrimination,
the work that's being done between the SBA and the AARP around
the Encore Entrepreneur’s Program, helping thousands of seniors
across the country start their own small businesses, if in fact
they're not getting hired, to provide them a source of income
and use their incredible skills -- I just wanted to give a
shout out to AARP because that program is really doing great
work.  (Applause.)
 
     But when it comes to gridlock, look, I came in in 2008
and I said, even though I got 53 percent of the vote and 47
percent of the country voted against me, that I’d be the
President for everybody, and I’d listen to everybody’s voices. 
(Applause.)
 
     And every idea that I put forward and all the work that



we have done has been to draw on the best ideas from both
parties.  In fact, Obamacare now owes a debt to what was done
in Massachusetts by my opponent Mr. Romney, even though
sometimes he denies it.  (Applause.) 

 
So I am always going to be looking to find common ground

and solve problems for the American people.  The one thing I
won't do, though, is to go along with bad ideas that are not
helping the middle class, not helping people who have worked
hard all their lives, not helping to provide ladders of
opportunity to people who are still looking to succeed in this
great country of ours.  And so, if I hear that the only way
that Republicans in Congress are willing to move forward is to
voucherize Medicare, I'll say no.  (Applause.)  If the only
thing that they're willing to offer in terms of deficit
reduction is to do it on the backs of seniors or our children
who need to get a great education, or middle-class families who
can't afford another tax increase, I'm going to say no.

 
So part of what I think you want from your President is

somebody who is working hard to bring people together, but is
also willing to stand up to bad ideas that would end up
tilting the playing field further in favor of those who have
already made it instead of also thinking about folks who are
trying to make it who worked hard all their lives, like my
grandmother.  And that’s exactly why I'm running for a second
term as President of the United States.  (Applause.)

 
Q    Mr. President, on behalf of everyone here in the hall

and listening online, we are so grateful that you could spend
some time with us this morning.  Thank you very much. 
(Applause.)

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you so much, Jane.  Take care,

everybody.
 
                                      END               

11:46 A.M. EDT 
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Golden!  (Applause.)  Thank you!  (Applause.) 
 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We love you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Applause.)
 
You know, this is just too pretty.  (Laughter.)  I don't know how you

guys get any work done around here.  (Laughter.)  It is spectacular today. 
(Applause.)  Spectacular.  And I notice there's kind of like a water slide
in there -- I wanted to try it out, but -- (laughter) -- Secret Service said
no.  (Laughter.)  They would not let me do it.   

 
It is great to be back in Colorado.  Can everybody please give Lisa a

big round of applause for that great introduction?  (Applause.)  Not only
does she deserve a great introduction -- or applause because of the
introduction, but also having three kids and one more coming -- (laughter) --
that deserves some applause. (Applause.)  To all the moms out there. 
(Applause.)  That is some work.  And once you get to three, then you've got
to play zone defense -- (laughter) -- I don't even know what to do with
four.  (Laughter.)   

 
I am so grateful to be here, and I'm so grateful that Lisa took the

time to do this.  I've got a couple other friends who are here -- first of
all, your former senator and outstanding Secretary of the Interior, looking
after the natural resources of America -- Ken Salazar is in the house. 
(Applause.)  Your Mayor, Marjorie Sloan, is here.  (Applause.)  

 
Marjorie, she could not be sweeter.  I mean, she gave me such a nice

welcome hug, and informed me that I am the first President to visit this
county since Ulysses S. Grant.  Is that correct?  (Applause.)  Now, that's
pretty impressive.  That's a long time ago, Ulysses S. Grant.  (Laughter.) 
Back then you couldn't even vote.  You guys were still a territory. 
(Laughter.)  So I'm glad to put down my marker here.  (Applause.)
Absolutely. 
 

Let me say at the outset that obviously our hearts are heavy this week
-- we had a tough day a couple of days ago, for four Americans were killed
in an attack on our diplomatic post in Libya.  Yesterday I had a chance to
go over to the State Department to talk to friends and colleagues of those
who were killed.  And these were Americans who, like so many others, both in
uniform and civilians, who serve in difficult and dangerous places all around
the world to advance the interests and the values that we hold dear as
Americans. 

 
And a lot of times their work goes unheralded, doesn’t get a lot of

attention, but it is vitally important.  We enjoy our security and our
liberty because of the sacrifices that they make.  And they do an
outstanding job every single day without a lot of fanfare.  (Applause.) 

 
So what I want all of you to know is that we are going to bring those

who killed our fellow Americans to justice.  (Applause.)  I want people
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around the world to hear me:  To all those who would do us harm, no act of
terror will go unpunished. It will not dim the light of the values that we
proudly present to the rest of the world.  No act of violence shakes the
resolve of the United States of America.  (Applause.) 

 
And I’ve directed my administration to do whatever is necessary to

protect all Americans who are serving abroad.  It’s one of my highest
priorities as President.  And we’re also in contact with other governments
to underscore that they’ve got an obligation to cooperate with us to protect
our citizens.  That’s part of their job.

 
Now, I know that it’s difficult sometimes seeing these disturbing images

on television, because our world is filled with serious challenges.  This is
a tumultuous time that we’re in.  But we can, and we will, meet those
challenges if we stay true to who we are, and if we would remind ourselves
that we’re different from other nations.  We’re different not only because
of the incredible landscape that God has given us; we’re different because
we’re a nation that’s bound together by a creed.  We’re not made up of a
single tribe or a single religion or a single race.  We’re a collection of
people from all around the world who came here because of a certain set of
principles -- the idea that all men and women are created equal; that we are
all endowed by our Creator with certain inalienable rights.  (Applause.) 
That’s what binds us together.  That’s what our flag means.

 
But we also believe that these are not just American rights. We believe

these are universal aspirations, and they’re held by people who live in tiny
villages in Libya, prosperous cities in Europe.  That’s our light to the
world.  And our task, as the most powerful nation on Earth, is to defend and
protect and advance our people, but also to defend and protect and advance
those values at home and around the world.  That’s what our troops do. 
That’s what our diplomats do.  That’s what our intelligence officers do. 
That’s what our citizens do.  That’s what we believe.  Those are the values
that we hold to.  (Applause.) 
 

And here in America, there is no more fundamental part of our democracy
than the fact that all of you get a say in the decisions that are made about
our country’s future.  (Applause.) And that’s why we’re here today. 

 
Over the past few weeks, Colorado, you’ve been offered two very

different paths for our future.  You’ve seen their convention, you’ve seen
ours, and now you face one big choice.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We’re with you!  (Laughter and applause.)
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Our vision, our fight is to restore the basic bargain

that built the largest middle class and the strongest economy the world has
ever known  -- (applause) -- the promise that says hard work will pay off;
if you work hard you can make it; that responsibility will be rewarded; that
in this country of ours, everybody gets a fair shot and everybody does their
fair share and everybody plays by the same rules -- from Wall Street to Main
Street to Washington, D.C.  (Applause.)
 

And that basic bargain is why I ran for President in the first place --
because I had watched a decade in which too many jobs were being shipped
overseas; in which too many families were struggling with costs that kept on
going up but paychecks that didn’t; people having to try to cover basic
expenses with credit cards and home equity loans just to pay tuition for
college or put gas in the car or food on the table.  And then we saw that
house of cards that had been built up collapse in the worst recession since
the Great Depression, and millions of innocent Americans, including folks
here in Colorado, lost their homes and their jobs, their life savings.  And
for the last three and a half years, we’ve been fighting to recover from the
body blow that we took. 

 
And we’ve made progress.  We’ve made progress.  (Applause.) We were

losing 800,000 jobs a month; we’ve created jobs now for the past 30 months. 
(Applause.)  We saved an American auto industry on the brink of going
under.  (Applause.)  Manufacturing is starting to come back here in the
United States.  (Applause.) But we’ve got so much more work to do, because
there’s still a lot of folks out there hurting. 

 
And here’s the thing.  I don’t think the best answer for today’s new

challenges are the same old sales pitches.  And frankly, that’s what you
heard mostly in Tampa.  You heard a long litany of what folks thought was



wrong with America, but they didn’t tell you much about what they’d do to
make it right.  They wanted your vote, but they didn’t tell you their plan. 
(Applause.)  Because basically their plan was one that you had heard before: 
If we cut more taxes, everybody is going to be okay -- especially if we cut
taxes at the top.  Tax cuts in good times.  Tax cuts in bad times.  Tax cuts
when we’re at peace.  Tax cuts when we’re at war.  You need to make a
restaurant reservation, you don’t need the new iPhone -- here’s a tax cut for
that.  (Laughter.)  You want to learn a new language?  Try a tax cut.  Tax
cut to lose a few extra pounds.  (Laughter.)  Whatever ails you.
 

Now, I’ve cut taxes for folks who need it -- middle-class families,
small business owners.  (Applause.)  That’s who needs them.  The typical
family has seen their federal income taxes go down -- their income tax
burden go down by $3,600 since I came into office, because it was important
to provide folks who need it relief.  (Applause.)  Small businesses -- we
cut their taxes 18 times.  (Applause.) 

 
So I want to give tax relief to folks who need it, but I don’t believe

another round of tax cuts for millionaires are going to bring good jobs back
to our shores.  They’re not going to bring down our deficits.  Just like I
don’t believe that firing teachers or kicking students off of financial aid
is going to grow our economy, especially when we’ve got to compete with the
scientists and engineers that are coming out of China. 

 
And I’ve got to say, Colorado, after all we’ve been through, the idea

that we would roll back regulations that we finally put in place on Wall
Street to make sure they don’t act recklessly again and bring the economy
back to its knees -- I don’t think rolling back regulations are going to
help the small businesswoman in Jefferson Country, or laid-off construction
workers that are trying to get back to work.
 

Golden, we have been there, we’ve tried that, it didn’t work.  We’re
not going back.  We are not going back.  (Applause.) We don’t believe in a
top-down, trickle-down economy that says to everybody, "you’re on your
own."  We believe that we’re all in this together.  (Applause.)  We believe
that the economy grows from the middle class out, from the bottom up. 
(Applause.)  That’s how we move forward. 

 
And I won’t pretend that the path I’m offering is easy.  Bill Clinton

reminded us last week, it's going to take a few more years to deal with all
the challenges that we built up over decades.  But when I hear some folks, I
guess just for political reasons, saying how America is in decline, they are
wrong.  (Applause.)  We still have the world’s best workers in the world.
(Applause.)  We've got the best researchers and scientists in the world. 
We've got the best colleges and universities in the world.  (Applause.) 
We've got the best entrepreneurs in the world.  We've got the best democracy
in the world.  There is not a country on Earth that wouldn’t trade places
with the United States of America.  (Applause.)  
 

Our problems can be solved, and our challenges can be met.  And the path
I offer may be harder, but it leads to a better place.  (Applause.)  I’m
asking -- (sneezes) -- I'm getting all choked up.  (Laughter.)  I'm getting
all choked up here. 

 
I'm asking you to choose that future.  I am asking you, Colorado, to

rally around a set of goals -- concrete, achievable goals -- to create new
manufacturing jobs and new energy sources, to improve education, to bring
down our deficit in a balanced, responsible way, to turn a page on a decade
of war.  That’s what we can do in the next four years.  (Applause.)  That’s
why I’m running for a second term as President of the United States of
America.  (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four

more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, let me talk about this plan, because you need to

know what you're voting for.  Number one, I've got a plan to export more
products and outsource fewer jobs.  (Applause.)  After a decade of decline,
this country has created over half a million new manufacturing jobs in the
last two and a half years.  We reinvented a dying auto industry that’s back
on top of the world. 
 

So now you've got a choice.  You can follow the other side's advice and
keep giving more tax breaks to companies that ship jobs overseas, or we can



start rewarding companies that open new plants and train new workers and
create new jobs right here in America.  (Applause.)  We can help big
factories and small businesses double their exports.  We can create a million
new manufacturing jobs in the next four years.  We can continue to invest in
basic science and research so that we maintain our technological edge and
commercialize those advances. 

 
That's how we stay on top.  That's how we stay number one.  You can

make that happen.  That's what we're fighting for.  (Applause.)  That's why I
want a second term.  (Applause.)  
 

I've got a plan to control more of our own energy.  After 30 years of
inaction, we raised fuel standards so that by the middle of the next decade,
your cars and trucks will go twice as far on a gallon of gas.  (Applause.) 
That saves you money.  It helps our national security.  And it helps to
preserve this incredible, beautiful landscape that we've got.  (Applause.)

 
We’ve doubled the amount of renewable energy that we generate from

sources like wind and solar power.  Thousands of Americans here in Colorado
and all across the country have jobs today building wind turbines and long-
lasting batteries, solar panels.  And today, the United States of America is
less dependent on foreign oil than any time in nearly two decades. 
(Applause.)  That's what we've done.  
 

So now you've got a choice.  We can reverse this progress, like the
other side has talked about, or we can build on it.  (Applause.)  Now,
unlike my opponent, I'm not going to let the oil companies write our energy
plan.  (Applause.)  I'm not going to get rid of the wind energy tax credit
that is helping to spur this incredibly dynamic sector of our economy. 
We're going to build on this progress.  We need to keep investing in wind
and solar -- (applause) -- and make sure our farmers and scientists are
harnessing new biofuels. 

 
Let's put our construction workers back to work building energy-

efficient homes and factories.  (Applause.)  Let's develop a hundred-year
supply of natural gas that’s right beneath our feet.  We can cut our oil
imports in half by 2020 and create hundreds of thousands of new jobs all
across this country.  That's the path forward.  That's why I'm running for a
second term.  (Applause.)

 
I've got a plan to give Americans a greater chance to gain the skills

they need to compete.  Education was a gateway of opportunity for me.  Let's
face it, a mixed kid from Hawaii born to a single mom is not likely to
become President of the United States.  (Applause.)  But in America it can
happen because of education, because somebody gave me opportunity. 
(Applause.)

 
You know, a little black girl from the South Side of Chicago, whose mom

is a secretary and dad is a blue-collar worker -- not likely to become First
Lady of the United States.  (Applause.)  But it happens because she got a
great education, even though her folks didn’t have a lot of money. 

 
It's the gateway of opportunity for middle-class families, for those who

are willing to work hard to get into the middle class and stay there.  And
because of the work we've done over the last three and a half years,
millions of students are paying less for college today because we took out
billions of dollars that was being wasted using banks and lenders as
middlemen; we started giving these loans directly to students.  (Applause.) 
And now millions more are qualified to get help.  (Applause.)

 
We set up a tuition tax credit so that middle-class families can get a

$10,000 tuition credit over four years to help their kids go to school. 
 
Now we've got to build on that progress.  And you've got a choice.  The

other side, they're proposing to gut education to pay for more tax breaks
for folks like me.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo, now -- vote.  (Applause.)  Vote. (Applause.)
 
I think we've got a better path.  We can decide that in the United

States of America, no child should have her dream deferred because of an
overcrowded classroom or a crumbling school or outdated textbooks.  And no



family should have to set aside a college acceptance letter just because
they don’t have the money. No company should have to look for workers in
China because they couldn’t find the right skills for folks here in the
United States.   
 

So I'm asking you to help me recruit 100,000 new math and science
teachers, and improve early childhood education, and get 2 million more
workers the chance to go to community colleges to get the skills they need
for the jobs that are out there right now.  (Applause.)  And let's help
bring down college and university tuition costs over the next several
years.  (Applause.)

 
We can meet that goal.  You can choose that future for America.  Yes,

we can.
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes, we can. 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You remember that.  (Applause.)
 
Now, we can do all this and we can reduce our deficit without sticking

it to the middle class.  So I put forward a plan that will reduce our
deficit by $4 trillion.  That's not my opinion; there's independent analysis
that's been done, this will reduce the deficit by $4 trillion.  I’ve worked
with Republicans in Congress already to cut a trillion dollars' worth of
spending, and I’m willing to work with them to do more.  Everybody talks
about how partisan everything is.  Listen, I am happy to work with
Republicans.  I want their cooperation.  (Applause.)  If they want me, I'll
wash the car, I'll walk the dog for them -- (laughter) -- to get a deal done
for the American people. 

 
I want to reform our tax code so that it’s simple and so that it's

fair.  There are areas where we should be able to agree.  But here's the
thing I can't do.  I can't ask millionaires to do nothing, and then ask
everybody else to do a whole lot.  (Applause.) 

 
So I've asked, under my plan, the wealthiest households to 0pay a

slightly higher rate on their income taxes after the $250,000 threshold --
so they'd still get a tax cut for the first $250,000.  That would apply to
100 percent of Americans.  But for that dollar after $250,000 you pay a
little bit more -- the same rate that you paid under Bill Clinton, the same
rate that was in force when our economy created nearly 23 million new jobs,
went from deficit to the biggest surplus in history, and we created a lot of
millionaires to boot.  (Applause.)
 

And by the way, I want you to understand why this is important.  If we
take that approach where folks like me and Governor Romney are paying a
little bit more, then we can keep taxes low for middle-class families -- 98
percent of American families make $250,000 or less.  And so we can keep your
tax cuts in place and we can still invest in our future.  And here's the
thing -- when you've got some tax relief, when the firefighter or the
teacher or the construction worker or the receptionist -- when you guys --
when the small businessperson -- because 97 percent of small businesses make
less than $250,000 -- when you have money in your pockets, what do you do?

 
AUDIENCE:  Spend it.  (Laughter.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Because you have to -- right?  Your car is 10 years

old, and you've got a boiler in the house you got to fix -- right?  So there
are things you do with the money.  That means, then, businesses have more
customers.  That means businesses make more profits and businesses hire more
workers, which means, then, the economy gets that much stronger.  That's how
you grow an economy.  Not from the top down; from the bottom up, from the
middle out.  That's how we do it.  (Applause.)  That's how we've always done
it.

 
Now, in fairness, the other side does have a plan also.  But as

President Clinton pointed out, it doesn’t have arithmetic in it. 
(Laughter.)  Now, keep in mind these are folks who say that their biggest
priority is reducing the deficit.  This is a generational obligation, we've
got to do right by our kids, et cetera.  So what's their first proposal? 
They think that we're going to lower our deficit by spending trillions of
dollars more on new tax breaks for the wealthy.  That doesn’t add up. 

 
When you try to pay for $5 trillion in new tax cuts, there are only so



many places you can go.  First of all, you can gut education investments, and
investments in research and technology, and we can stop rebuilding our
infrastructure.  But even if you do all that, you haven't come close to $5
trillion.  So eventually, what independent analysis says is that middle-class
families are going to have to pay for it.  Or, alternatively, the deficit
blows up.

 
And if you don't see that math, then you've got to go see your teacher

after school.  (Laughter.)  You got to go talk to Lisa and get a tutorial. 
(Laughter.) 

 
And on top of the $5 trillion tax cut they're talking about that would

give the average person making $3 million a year a $250,000 tax cut, in
addition they want to add $2 trillion in new military spending without
increasing -- they say they're not going to increase the deficit.  Well,
your calculator is going to go out on you if you try to add all that stuff
up.  (Laughter.) 
 

So listen, Golden, I refuse to ask middle-class families to pay more so
that I pay less.  I refuse to ask students to pay more for college, or kick
children out of Head Start programs, or eliminate health insurance for
millions of Americans who are poor, or elderly, or disabled, just to pay for
tax cuts to the wealthy that we cannot afford.  (Applause.)  
 

And I will not turn Medicare into a voucher just to give tax cuts to
the wealthy.  (Applause.)  No American should ever have to spend their golden
years at the mercy of insurance companies. They should retire with dignity
and respect.  And we're going to reform and strengthen Medicare for the long
haul, but we do it by reducing the cost of health care, by making the health
care system smarter so that instead of five tests you get one test, and then
it's emailed everywhere.  And we reduce all the paperwork because we're
enhancing information technologies in the health care system.  And we're
doing more preventive care.  Those are the things that are going to reduce
the cost of care.

 
But we don't just shift those costs on to seniors and ask them to pay

thousands of dollars more.  That's not right.
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And we are certainly going to make sure that we keep

the promise of Social Security.  (Applause.)  We'll take responsible steps to
strengthen it -- but we're not going to turn it over to Wall Street. 
(Applause.)
 

So we're going to rebuild our economy.  But our prosperity at home is
linked to what we do abroad.  And this week’s events remind us of that. 
Four years ago, I promised to end the war in Iraq -- and we did. 
(Applause.)  I said we’d wind down the war in Afghanistan -- and we are. 
(Applause.)  And while a new tower rises above the New York skyline, al
Qaeda is on the path to defeat, and Osama bin Laden is dead.  (Applause.)  
 

But we see on our televisions that there are still threats in the
world, and we've got to remain vigilant.  That’s why we have to be
relentless in pursuing those who attacked us this week.  That’s also why, so
long as I’m Commander-in-Chief, we will sustain the strongest military the
world has ever known.  (Applause.)

 
And that’s why when our troops take off their uniform, we will serve

them as well as they’ve served us -- because nobody who has fought for us
should have to fight for a job or a roof over their heads when they come
home.  That is a solemn oath that we have to keep.  (Applause.)
 

And we will use the money we’re no longer spending on war to pay down
our debt, and to put more people back to work rebuilding roads and bridges,
schools and runways, helping local communities hire firefighters and police
officers and first responders.  Because after a decade of war, it’s time to
do some nation-building right here in Colorado, right here in the United
States of America.  Let’s put Americans back to work.  (Applause.) 
 

We can do all this.  And the power to do it is where it has always been
-- in your hands.  I said this at the convention -- the election four years
ago wasn’t about me; it was about you.  You were the change.  You’re the
ones who made it happen. 



 
You’re the reason that there’s a teacher and her husband in Pueblo who

can now buy their first home with the help of new tax credits.  (Applause.) 
You're the reason that a woman outside Durango can get the treatment she
needs for her breast cancer, now that there are affordable plans to cover
preexisting conditions.  (Applause.) 
 

You're the reason seniors across Colorado are saving an average of
nearly $600 every year on prescription drugs because of Obamacare.  And it’s
true, I do care.  That’s why we pushed it.  You care.  That’s why we made it
happen.    (Applause.) 

 
You’re the reason that a young immigrant who grew up here and went to

school here and pledged allegiance to our flag will no longer be deported
from the only country she’s ever called home.  (Applause.)  You’re the reason
why a selfless soldier won’t be kicked out of the military because of who
they are or who they love -- we ended "don’t ask, don’t tell."  (Applause.) 
You’re the reason why thousands of families have finally been able to say to
their loved ones who served us so bravely:  "Welcome home."  You made that
happen.  (Applause.) 
 

And the only way America keeps moving forward is if you don’t stop. 
You can’t buy into the cynicism that the other side is selling.  You can’t
let them convince you somehow that change isn’t possible.  If you give up on
the idea that your voice makes a difference, then other people rush in to
fill the void -- the lobbyists, the special interests, the folks who are
writing the $10 million checks to run all those negative ads, the folks who
are trying to make it harder for you to vote, the Washington politicians who
want to decide for you who you can marry or what kind of health care women
should get.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  We can’t let that happen, Colorado.  And that’s why I

need your help -- because we’ve come too far to turn back now.  We’ve got
more good jobs to create.  We’ve got more clean, homegrown energy to
generate.  (Applause.)  We’ve got more good schools to build and more great
teachers to hire.  (Applause.)  We’ve got more troops to bring home and more
veterans to care for.  (Applause.)  And we’ve got more doors of opportunity
to open to everybody who is willing to work hard and walk through them --
everybody, black, white, Hispanic, Asian, Native American, young, old, gay,
straight, able -- everybody.  That’s what I’m asking -- (applause) -- that
you keep going forward. 

 
That’s why I’m asking for a second term, Colorado.  (Applause.)  And if

you’re willing to work with me, and knock on some doors with me, and make
some phone calls for me, and vote for me in November, we will win Colorado. 
We will win this election.  We will finish what we started.  And we’ll
remind the world why the United States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth. 

 
God bless you, and God bless the United States of America.  (Applause.) 
 
                   END                11:37 A.M. MDT

-----
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     THE PRESIDENT:  How's it going, Iowa?  (Applause.)  It is
good to be back in Sioux City!  (Applause.)
 

Please give Rob a big round of applause for that great
introduction.  (Applause.)  It's good to be with my outstanding
Secretary of Agriculture, your former governor, Tom Vilsack. 
(Applause.)  It is great to see your Mayor, Bob Scott. 
(Applause.)  And it is great to see all of you.  (Applause.)  
 

And the only thing that I'm not going to do, though, is
get in the middle of an argument between Hawkeye and Huskers
fans.  (Laughter.)  I'm not going to go there. 

 
Now, Iowa is our first stop this week on the road to our

convention in Charlotte, North Carolina.  (Applause.)  And it
was important for me to begin that journey right here in Iowa
because this is where it all began for us four years ago --
right here in Iowa.  (Applause.)  Because it was you, Iowa, who
kept us going when all the pundits had written us off.  It was
in your living rooms and backyards and VFW halls and diners
where our movement for change began.  And it will be you, Iowa,
who is going to make all the difference in the world in this
upcoming election.  (Applause.)
 

Now, last week, the other party, they gave their pitch at
the convention in Florida.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo -- vote.  (Applause.)
 
I've got to say, that convention, it was something. 

(Laughter.)  Despite all the challenges that we face in this
new century, what they offered over their three days was an
agenda that was probably a little better suited for the last
century.  (Applause.)  They were going so far backwards you
might as well have watched it on black-and-white TV. 
(Laughter and applause.) Put some rabbit ears on the convention
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hall.  (Applause.)  
 

Now, in case you didn’t DVR it, let me give you a simple
recap:  The economy is not where it needs to be, and it’s
Obama’s fault, and only Mitt Romney knows the secret to
creating jobs and growing the economy. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And there was a lot of talk about speaking

"hard truths" and making "bold choices," but the interesting
thing was nobody ever bothered throughout the three days to
tell you what these tough choices were going to be.  They
didn’t really explain what they were going to do.
 

When Governor Romney had his chance to let you in on his
secret sauce -- (laughter) -- he didn’t offer you a single new
idea.  It was just a retread of the same old policies that have
been sticking it to the middle class for years.  (Applause.)  
 

So you heard them talk a lot about me.  You heard them
talk a lot about Mitt.  They didn’t talk a lot about you. 
They didn’t talk about the challenges you face and how we could
actually solve some of these challenges.  They spent less time
talking about their plan than just about anything else.  Not
just because they know you don’t like it -- now, the truth is
if I had their plan I probably wouldn't talk about it a lot
either.  (Laughter and applause.)  And they know you're not
going to buy it because we’ve tried it, you saw what happened,
you lived through it and you don't want to repeat it. 
(Applause.)
 

We know that making the middle class, for example, pay for
another budget-busting $250,000 tax cut for folks making $3
million a year or more is not going to translate into jobs and
prosperity for working families all across Sioux City.  We know
that.  (Applause.) 

 
We know that families aren’t going to be better off if we

roll back financial reform that's there to prevent another
financial crisis.  We know we're not going to be better off if
suddenly we roll back the protections for our air and our
water, and protections to make sure that if you get sick
there's going to be health care there for you. 

 
We’re sure not going to be better off if suddenly, instead

of having Medicare that you can count on, we've got some sort
of voucher program that Mr. Romney and Mr. Ryan are proposing
that leaves seniors to pay any additional costs out of their
own pocket. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  They have been trying to sell us these

tired, trickle-down, you’re-on-your-own policies before.  They
did not work.  They didn’t work then, they won't work now. 
They won’t create jobs.  They won't lower our deficit.  They're
not going to strengthen the middle class.  They're not a plan
to move our country forward. 
 

We believe in something better.  (Applause.)  We believe



in an America that says our economic strength has never come
from the top down; it comes from the middle out and the bottom
up.  (Applause.)  It comes from students and workers and small
business people, and a growing, thriving middle class.  That's
what built this country.  (Applause.)
 

We believe in an America that doesn’t let how much money
you’ve got determine whether or not you can afford good health
care, or send your kids to get a good higher education. 
(Applause.)
 

We believe in an America that maintains the strongest,
most disciplined, most effective military in the history of the
world, but that we also lead with the strength of our ideas and
the power of our example.  And we believe in an America where
no matter who you are, or what you look like, or where you
come from or who you love -- you can pursue your own happiness,
and you can make it if you try.  That's what we believe here
in America.  (Applause.)
 

That’s what these last four years have been about.  That’s
what this campaign is about.  And that’s why I’m running for a
second term as President of the United States of America. 
(Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!  Four more years!
 

THE PRESIDENT:  Now, on Thursday night -- this coming
Thursday night -- not last Thursday night -- (laughter) -- this
coming Thursday night, I will offer you what I believe is a
better path forward -- a path that will grow this economy and
create more good jobs, and strengthen our middle class, and
create ladders for everybody who is willing to work hard to get
into the middle class.  And the good news is you're going to
get to choose which path we take.
 

You can go with what you heard last Thursday.
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You can choose their plan to give massive

new tax cuts to folks who've already made it.  Or you can go
with my plan, which is to keep the tax cuts on every American
who is still trying to make it.  (Applause.) 

 
Back in 2008, I promised to cut taxes for middle-class

families.  And I've cut taxes by a total of about $3,600 for
the typical family.  And now I’m running to make sure that
taxes aren’t raised a single dime on your family’s first
$250,000 of income -- which, by the way, means for 98 percent
of Americans and 97 percent of small businesses, they won't see
their income taxes go up.  (Applause.)  That's my path.  That's
a different choice than where these other guys want to go.    
 

You can choose whether we give up new jobs and new
industries to China and India and Germany and other countries,
or whether we fight to keep those jobs here in Iowa. 
(Applause.)  My opponent’s experience -- he likes to talk about
his private sector experience -- well, a lot of it was
investing in companies that were called "pioneers" in the



business of outsourcing jobs. I don't believe in outsourcing. 
I believe in insourcing.  (Applause.) 

 
When the America auto industry was about to go under, he

said, "let Detroit go bankrupt."
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I bet on American workers and American

manufacturing, which is why the American auto industry has come
roaring back.  (Applause.) 

 
I want to stop giving tax breaks to companies that are

shipping jobs overseas.  I want to start rewarding companies
that are creating jobs right here in Sioux City, right here in
Iowa, right here in the United States of America.  That's the
path I want to travel on.  (Applause.)
 

And at a moment when homegrown energy is creating new jobs
all across this state and other states across the Midwest, my
opponent would put those jobs at risk -- the jobs that Rob was
talking about -- he'd put them at risk by ending tax credits
for wind energy producers. 

 
Rob told you, he said these new sources of energy are

"imaginary."  And Mr. Ryan called them a "fad."
You just saw Rob.  He looks pretty real to me.  (Laughter.)   I
wasn't imagining him up here talking, was I?  (Laughter.)  He
has been in the wind energy business for nearly 20 years.  He
and his wife Tara now have 27 employees.  Nearly 7,000 jobs in
Iowa depend on the wind industry.  (Applause.)  These jobs
aren’t fads; they’re our future.  (Applause.)
 

It's time to stop giving a $4 billion taxpayer subsidy to
oil companies that are making money every time you go to the
pump.  (Applause.)  And let's give some tax breaks to wind
energy and homegrown energy and biofuels that are creating jobs
right here in Iowa.  That's the choice in this election. 
That's what we're fighting for.  (Applause.)
 

We've got a different view when it comes to higher
education.  We're at a great small college here in Iowa. 
(Applause.)  Well, a young person asked my opponent, hoping to
go to college, how he could help.  He said, you know what,
borrow money from your parents.  (Laughter.)  That's not an
answer.  That's not -- I guess it is an answer; it's not a
good answer -- (laughter) -- to young people who are hoping to
go to college or start a business.

 
My view is America has to lead once again when it comes

to educating our kids and training our workers for the jobs of
tomorrow.  (Applause.)  So let’s help more young people afford
the kind of education they can get here at Morningside. 
(Applause.)  Let’s help more young people and some not-so-young
people go to community colleges, and get trained in the skills
that employers are looking for right now.  (Applause.) 

 
We created a tax credit for middle-class families trying

to send their kids to college -- up to $10,000 over four years
in college tuition -- because I believe that in America, higher
education is no longer a luxury.  It's a necessity that every



family should be able to afford.  (Applause.)  That's the path
we should be following. 

 
And you know what, it is up to you whether we go back to

a health care system that lets insurance companies decide who
to cover, when to cover it, whether they can drop you of your
coverage whenever you need it most, or whether we keep moving
forward with a law that is already cutting costs and covering
more people and saving lives.  (Applause.)  They call it
Obamacare.  I like that name, because I do care.  (Applause.) 
I care about all the people that are being helped, all the
folks who are going to be helped. 

 
And maybe they want to run on their "don't care" plan. 

But because of this law, nearly 7 million young people are able
to stay on their parent's plans.  Your grandparents are saving
money on their medicine.  Women have gained access to
preventive care like mammograms and contraception. 
(Applause.)  We don't need to refight the battles of the last
four years.  We need to go forward.  (Applause.)  We need to
go forward.
 

Now, this November, you get to decide the future of this
war in Afghanistan.  Governor Romney had nothing to say about
Afghanistan last week -- didn't mention it, didn't offer a plan
in terms of how he might end the war or if he's not going to
end it.  He's got to let the American people know -- because by
the end of this month, we will have brought 33,000 of our
troops home.  (Applause.)

 
When I ended the war in Iraq, he said it was "tragic." 

But you know what, I promised I was going to end that war --
and we did.  (Applause.)  I said we’d take out al Qaeda and go
after bin Laden -- and we did.  (Applause.)  I put forward a
specific plan to bring our troops home from Afghanistan by the
end of 2014.  We are in the process of doing that right now. 
And when I say I'm going to bring them home, you know they're
going to come home.  (Applause.)

 
And as long as I am Commander-in-Chief, when they get

home, they know that we will serve our veterans as well as
they’ve served us, because nobody who fights for this country
should have to fight for a job or a roof over their heads, or
decent health care when they come home.  (Applause.)  That's a
promise we will keep.  
 

On issue after issue, Governor Romney and Congressman
Ryan, they're going to take us backwards.  The story of
America is going forward.  That's what we do.  We go forward. 
(Applause.) 

 
You will have the opportunity in two months to choose a

path that will lead us to a better future.  But I have to tell
you over the next two months the other side will spend more
money than we have ever seen in our lifetimes.  And it's
basically the same thing they said a few nights ago -- the
economy is doing bad, it's Obama's fault.  They won't tell you
their plan because they know their plan won't work.  Go figure
that raising taxes on middle-class families to pay for a tax
cut for me and Mr. Romney is not going to fly too well. 

 



So what they're counting on is if they can just feed
enough negative information out there, you will get so
discouraged that at some point you'll decide your vote doesn’t
matter, that you can't compete with the $10 million checks from
wealthy donors.
 

But you know what, I'm counting on something different. 
I'm counting on you.  I need your help.  (Applause.)   I need
your help Sioux City.  I need your help, Iowa.  (Applause.) 

 
First of all, if you're not already registered, I need you

to register to vote.  Young people who are in the audience --
you know who you are -- you need to go to GottaRegister.com. 
Now, that is not "got to," it's "gotta" -- g-o-t-t-a
register.com.  Make sure you register to vote.  Then you can go
to GottaVote.com -- that's not "got to" vote, "gotta" vote --
to find out how to cast your ballot early.  Because in Iowa you
don’t have to wait until November 6th to vote.  You can be
among the first to vote in this election, starting on September
27th.  (Applause.)  So that’s GottaRegister and that's
GottaVote.

 
And the reason you've got to register and you've got to

vote is because we've got more work to do.  (Applause.)  We've
got more good jobs to create.  We’ve got more homegrown energy
to generate.  We’ve got more young people to send to great
colleges like this one.  We’ve got more great teachers we've
got to hire. (Applause.)  We’ve got more good schools that
we've got to build. We’ve got more troops we've got to bring
home.  We've got more veterans we got to take care of. 
(Applause.)  We’ve got more doors of opportunity that we have
to open to every single American that's willing to work through
them.  (Applause.)  And we have come too far to turn back now. 
(Applause.)
 

That’s why I’m asking for your vote.  That's why I'm
working for a second term.  (Applause.)  And if you are willing
to stand with me and work with me and make phone calls with me
and knock on some doors with me -- if you’re willing to vote
for me this November, we're going to win Woodbury County. 
(Applause.)  We will win the state of Iowa.  We will win this
election.  We will finish what we started, and we'll remind the
world why the United States of America is the greatest nation
on Earth.
 

God bless you.  And God bless the United States of
America.

 
                             END             6:02 P.M.

CDT
 
 
 
 

 
 

-----
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, San Antone!  (Applause.)  Hello, Texas!  (Applause.)  Well, thank you so much. 
Everybody have a seat.  Have a seat.  It is good to be with all of you, good to be back in San Antonio. 
(Applause.)
 
     A couple of people I want to acknowledge who helped to make this day possible.  First of all, your
outstanding Mayor, Julian Castro.  (Applause.)  Somebody whose name I know you're familiar with because we are in
the Henry Gonzalez Convention Center -- a great friend, outstanding leader, great Congressman -- Charlie Gonzalez
is in the house. (Applause.)  Another fighter for working people -- Lloyd Doggett is here.  (Applause.)  One of my
national co-chairs and just a great friend and a great advocate  -- and a really good actress, too -- Eva
Longoria.  (Applause.)  And finally, our FuturoFund co-chair and a wonderful friend and supporter -- Henry Muñoz. 
(Applause.)
 
     Now, this is my last campaign.  It's true, I'm term-limited up.  (Laughter.)  And that got me thinking about
some of my first campaigns.  I know that Charlie and Julian and others, they think back to your first campaigns. 
And back then, I didn’t have Air Force One.  (Laughter.)  Didn’t have a motorcade, no helicopter. I did the
driving myself, and we didn’t even have MapQuest -- (laughter) -- I'd have to unfold the maps.  And Illinois, like
Texas, is a big state, so I'd have to travel all across the state, and you'd go from urban neighborhoods to rural
communities, suburbs.  You'd meet folks from every walk of life  -- black, white, Latino, Asian, Native American.
 
     And wherever I traveled, what I discovered was that there was a common theme to everyone's story.  If I met
an elderly couple, I'd think back to my grandparents, and how my grandfather fought in Patton's Army in World War
II, and my grandmother worked on a bomber assembly line.  And when my grandfather came back home, he was able to
attend college on the GI Bill, and they were able to buy their first home with an FHA loan.  And I'd think about
the distance they'd traveled from the small towns in Kansas, where they had been born.      
 
     And if I met a single mom I'd think about my mother, who had to raise me and my sister basically by herself,
with some help from my grandparents, because my father had left, so that I didn't even know him, and how she had
to work and go to school and look after her kids.  But with the help of grants and scholarships, she was able to
get an outstanding education and, more importantly from her perspective, give me and my sister a great education. 
And I thought about how much that would be possible in some other place.
 
     And if I met a working family, I’d think about Michelle’s family.  Her dad had multiple sclerosis, so by the
time I met him, he could barely walk, had to use two canes, and had to wake up an hour earlier than everybody
else to get dressed before going to work.  He worked at a water filtration plant, blue-collar worker.  And
Michelle’s mom stayed at home when the kids were young, and then worked as a secretary.  But Michelle’s dad,
despite his disability, never missed a day of work, and went to every dance recital and every basketball game, and
had just a great joy about him.
 
     And so all across the state of Illinois, I would be traveling and I’d meet people, and I’d say, you know
what, their story is my story.  And then when I began to run for President I traveled all across the country,
including here in Texas -- I’d realize, well, the stories I’ve been hearing in Illinois, those are America’s
story.  And at the heart of that story was a basic idea, which is, in this country, unlike any other, the basic
bargain that binds us together is the idea that if we work hard, if we’re responsible, then you can get ahead;
that you’re endowed by our Creator with certain inalienable rights like liberty, but also the pursuit of happiness
-- not a guarantee, but the chance to get ahead if you work hard.
 
     And so generation after generation, parents, grandparents, great-grandparents toiling against all odds,
understanding that at some point this hard work would pay off and they could climb their way into a middle class. 
And that middle class didn’t just have to do with how much money you had in your bank account.  It had to do with
the idea that you could always find a job that supported a family, and you wouldn’t go bankrupt when you got sick,
and you could buy a home to call your own, and you could make sure your kids had a good education.  Maybe you
take a vacation once in a while -- nothing fancy, but time to spend with those you love.  And you could retire
with dignity and respect.  And most of all, you could expect that your children could aspire to things that you
never even imagined. 
 

That was the heart -- that is the heart of the American idea. This basic idea that no matter what you look
like, no matter where you come from, no matter what your last name is, here in America, you can make it if you
try. 

 
And in 2008, when I ran for President and so many of you supported me, we ran because we believed in that

idea and we believed that that basic bargain had been fraying.  We had seen a decade in which hard work wasn’t
paying off for too many people. So people were working harder than ever, but the cost of living, gas, college,
health care, all were going up; incomes, wages flat-lining.  We’d gone from surplus to record deficits, job growth
stagnant. 

 
And so what compelled us together to make this effort was specific issues, but it was also, how do we get

that idea back for the vast majority of Americans?  And what we didn’t know at the time was, is that we were
looking at the worst financial crisis in a generation -- the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression. 
And so millions of people were losing their jobs even as I was wrapping up the campaign.  And people lost their
homes, and more and more folks struggled, and it felt as if that dream was slipping even further away.

 
But we have not been deterred.  As much work as we still have to do, over the last three and a half years

that focus on how do we build a middle class that is strong and secure and growing, that has remained my central
focus.  (Applause.)  And even as we've created 4.5 million new jobs and 500,000 jobs in manufacturing, and
stabilized the financial system -- all the steps we've taken without much cooperation from the other side --
that's still been our North Star. 
 

And what's always helped me every single day move forward is the recognition and the belief and the
understanding that although the times have been tough, the American people have been tougher -- (applause) -- and
that for everything that happened during that financial crisis and the recession that followed, America's
fundamental character did not change.  (Applause.)  People's willingness to work hard did not change.  People's
ability to bounce back from adversity had not changed.  (Applause.)

 
And now, as we look out at the future, the question is, how do we best fulfill that goal, that aim that we

set for ourselves in 2008?  For all the progress we've made, we did not embark on this journey just to get back to
where we were in 2007.  We worked hard because we want a country where everybody gets a fair shot and everybody
is doing their fair share and everybody is playing by the same set of rules.  (Applause.)  That's why I ran for

mailto:noreply@messages.whitehouse.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


President in 2008.  That's why I'm running for a second term as President of the United States of America. 
(Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, as we think about this election, understand that the challenges we face are solvable. 

Sometimes it's fashionable among the pundits to say, well, America is in decline, or our best days are behind us. 
You hear that periodically.  This isn't the first time we've heard that about America.  And I could not disagree
more, because there's not a problem out there that we can't solve.  The problem is not that we don’t have
technical solutions or big ideas to tackle these challenges.  The problem is we've got a stalemate in Washington
right now.  And it's more than just a difference between two candidates, more than just a difference between two
political parties.  It is two fundamentally different visions about how to move America forward. 

 
My opponent and his allies in Congress, they believe that prosperity comes from the top down.  They believe

that if we keep in place the Bush tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans and then we add on top of that another $5
trillion of tax cuts -- most of which would go to people who don’t need tax cuts and, frankly, aren't even asking
for them -- if we do all that, even if it means gutting education investments, even if it means slashing
transportation, even if it means that we're not able to take care of our veterans as effectively, even if it
means that we're not investing in basic science and research, even if it means that Medicare we've got to
voucherize -- even if we do all those things, they still believe that those tax cuts that benefit folks at the
top will result in everybody being better off.  That’s their basic economic theory.  It's not complicated.

 
They've got one other element to it, in fairness.  They also say they want to eliminate regulations on

insurance companies and Wall Street banks -- regulations we put in place to protect consumers from unscrupulous
mortgage practices, and that take regulations off of polluters.  If we do those things along with the tax cuts,
the market will be freed up, government is out of the way, and happy days are here again.  That’s their theory.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And don’t take my word for it -- go to their websites.  Look at the budget that was passed

by the House Republicans.  That’s their theory.  That’s what it boils down to. 
 
Now, it is a theory -- (laughter) -- and some of you might be persuaded by this theory if it hadn't been for

the fact that we just tried it.  (Laughter and applause.)  We spent almost a decade doing what they prescribed. 
And how did it turn out?  We didn't see greater job growth.  We didn't see middle-class security.  We saw the
opposite.  And it all culminated in the worst financial crisis in our lifetimes -- precisely because there were no
regulations that were adequate to the kinds of recklessness that was being carried out.
 
     So I don't know about you, I don't know how you guys operate in your life, but my general rule is if I do
something and it doesn't work -- (laughter) -- I don't go back to doing it.  (Applause.)  We don't go backwards,
we go forwards. 
 

So I’ve got a different idea.  I don't believe in top-down economics; I believe in middle-out economics.  I
believe in bottom-up economics.  (Applause.)  I believe in fighting on behalf of working families and giving them
opportunity and putting some money in their pockets -- because when we do that, everybody does better, folks at
the bottom, folks in the middle and folks at the top.
 
     That's not a Democratic idea.  That's an American idea.  (Applause.)  That's what built this country.  That's
what made us into an economic superpower.  (Applause.)
 
     So let’s just be more specific about some contrasts here.  My opponent thought it was a good idea to "let
Detroit go bankrupt."  With a million jobs at stake, I disagreed.  I wanted to make a bet on America’s workers and
American industry and American manufacturing.  And three and a half years later, the auto industry is back.  GM is
number one; Ford and Chrysler are selling cars.  (Applause.)  That's my vision for America.
 

And this is not unique to the auto industry.  I want advanced manufacturing locating here in San Antonio. 
(Applause.) I want us to be making things here in the United States of America, so I want to end tax breaks to
companies that are shipping jobs overseas.  Let’s give tax breaks to companies that are investing right here in
Texas, right here in the United States of America.  (Applause.)  Let’s put American workers back to work selling
goods stamped with three proud words:  Made in America.  That's my vision for America.  (Applause.)
 
     My opponent has a different idea.  His main calling card for wanting to be President is his private sector
experience.  So we asked the voters to examine that experience.  He invested -- made money investing in companies
that had been called "pioneers" of outsourcing.  I don’t want pioneers of outsourcing in the White House; I want
somebody who believes in insourcing.  Let’s bring those jobs back home.  That’s why I’m running for a second term
as President of the United States.  (Applause.)
 
     In 2008, I made a promise we’d end the war in Iraq -- we ended it.  (Applause.)  I promised to go after bin
Laden -- we got him.  (Applause.)  We’re transitioning out of Afghanistan and starting to bring our troops home. 
And what I’ve said is, as we wind down these wars, let’s take half the money that we spent on war to pay down the
deficit; let’s use the other half to do some nation-building here at home.  (Applause.) 
 
     Now, Mr. Romney disagrees with me on this -- said it was "tragic" the way I ended the war in Iraq -- the way
I ended the war in Iraq, doesn’t want to set a timetable for ending the war in Afghanistan.  But, you know, I’m
looking around this country and I know from our history, from world history, that no nation has always been
stronger than its economy.  That’s an issue of our national defense.
 
     And so because of our outstanding men and women in uniform, we know that we’ve got the greatest military on
Earth, but we also have to have the best economy on Earth to support those troops.  (Applause.)  And that means,
let’s start investing, rebuilding roads and rebuilding bridges and laying broadband lines into rural communities. 
Let’s rebuild schools that are overcrowded and give them state-of-the-art science labs.  (Applause.)  And let’s
rebuild our ports and our runways.  (Applause.)
 

That’s what America is about, is rebuilding.  And we’ve got thousands of construction workers out there that
are ready to get to work.  Let’s put them to work.  (Applause.)  That will be good for our economy, and over the
long term will be good for our strength.  That’s a difference between myself and my opponent.

 
As long as I’m Commander-in-Chief, we’re going to make sure that our veterans are properly cared for. 

(Applause.)  And we have expanded our funding and improved how we are working with our veterans.  But we’ve got
more work to do and that requires resources.  We’re sure not going to spend that money better on tax cuts for
me.  (Laughter.)  I want to make sure that a young man or woman who has served our country, who has fought for us,
they shouldn’t have to fight for a job or a roof over their heads when they come home.  (Applause.) 

 
I'm running to make sure that America has the best education system on Earth -- (applause) -- from pre-K all

the way to post-graduate.  And that means hiring new teachers, especially in math and science.  And it means
building on the work we've already done to make sure that student loan rates don’t double, to make sure that
middle-class families are getting tuition tax credits. Now we've got to reduce the cost of college, make it more
affordable to everybody.  (Applause.)  I want to expand opportunities for 2 million young people to go to
community colleges so they can get trained on the jobs that businesses are hiring for right now.  (Applause.) 
Because today education is not a luxury, today a higher education is an economic imperative for the 21st century. 
And I want to make sure that the United States of America once again has the highest percentage of college
graduates, because that is going to help determine who wins the race in this global economy in the 21st century. 
(Applause.)  And I want America to be number one.  That’s why I'm running for President of the United States.
(Applause.)

 
On almost every issue, there's a stark contrast between my vision and my opponent's.  When it comes to

housing, he wants to just let foreclosure bottom out.  I don’t think that’s a solution; that’s part of the
problem.  So I want to actually help families all across Texas and all across the country refinance -- at these
historically low rates, the average family could save $3,000 a year, in your pockets.  That will not just be good
for you, that will not just be good for the housing market; that will be good for the economy.  But we need to get



it done.  (Applause.)
 
I don't want to go back to the days when whether you could serve your country or not depended on who you

loved.  We ended "don't ask, don't tell," and I want to make sure that it stays ended because it was a bad idea. 
(Applause.)
 
     I don't want to go back to the day when women didn't have control of their health care choices. 
(Applause.)  I’ve got two daughters, and I want them to have the same control over their health care as anybody’s
sons out there.  I believe that's the right thing to do.  (Applause.)
 
     And we don't need another four years of arguments about health care.
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  The Affordable Health Care Act -- otherwise known as Obamacare -- was the right thing to do. 
(Applause.)  And you know what, they're right, I do care.  I care about folks who get sick and go bankrupt.  I
care about parents who don't know whether or not they're going to be able to get treatment for their kids.  It
was the right thing to do.  (Applause.)
 
     And for all the misinformation out there, it’s very simple to describe what’s going to happen.  If you
already have health care, the only thing that you have to do is enjoy the fact that now insurance companies can't
jerk you around because of the small print.  (Applause.)  You have rights.  Your kids can stay on their parent's
plan until they’re 26 years old.  (Applause.)  Senior citizens are seeing reductions in prescription drug costs.
 

If you don't have health insurance, we’re going to help you get it.  (Applause.)  And, yes, it’s true we
expect everybody to act responsibly, so for the 1 percent or 2 percent of people who still don't get health
insurance even though they can afford it, we’re going to say to them, you can't pass off those costs on to
somebody else in the form of higher premiums.  (Applause.)  You’ve got to take responsibility, as well. 

 
It was the right thing to do.  We are not going backwards, we’re going forwards.  And 30 million people are

going to get health insurance because of it.  (Applause.)
 
     We’re not going backwards when it comes to immigration.  My opponent says the Arizona law should be "a model
for the nation." 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I believe we are a nation of laws and a nation of immigrants.  (Applause.)  I believe we can
secure our borders and give opportunities to people who are striving and working hard -- especially young people
who have been raised in this country and see themselves as Americans.  That was the right thing to do.  We're not
going backwards, we're going forwards.  (Applause.)
 
     And we're going to get control of our deficit and debt, but not with the plan that these folks are
promoting.  They say this is the most important issue, the thing they care about most, and then, they propose a $5
trillion tax cut that would mostly benefit folks who don't need it, and would blow a hole a mile wide through our
budget. 
 
     Now, I don't believe government can solve every problem.  Not every government program works.  We've already
cut a trillion dollars out of our federal budget, and we can do more.  But we've got to do it smartly and
responsibly.  I don't believe that government can help somebody that doesn't want to help themselves, but for all
those folks who are working hard every day, I want to make sure that we continue to invest so that young people
can go to college; that we continue to take steps so that we've got a great transportation system to move people
and goods and services across the country.  I want to make sure that we're investing in basic research and science
that has given us this technological lead that allowed us to grow and become the economic superpower that we are. 

 
So what I've said is, yes, we'll make some more cuts, but let's ask folks who have been incredibly blessed to

do a little bit more, to go back to the rates we had under Bill Clinton.  (Applause.)  And you know what, that
theory has been tested as well -- because when Bill Clinton did it, we had surpluses instead of deficits. 
(Applause.)  We created 23 million new jobs -- and people at the top did really well also.
 
     Like I said, that’s been our history -- when middle-class folks are doing well and those striving to get
into the middle class are doing well, everybody does well. 
 

And that maybe is what is at the heart of the difference in this debate.  See, I believe in individual
initiative and entrepreneurship and risk-taking.  And I believe that the free market is the greatest system on
Earth to create wealth and prosperity.  But just like Abraham Lincoln said, there are some things we do better
together than we do on our own.  (Applause.)

 
When my grandfather came back home and that generation got the GI Bill that was great for everyone because it

upgraded the skills of all of our workers, that wasn’t just good for some, that was good for all.  When we
invested in the Hoover Dam or the Golden Gate Bridge or the Trans-Continental Rail System, or when we sent a man
to the moon or invented the Internet, that was good for everybody. 

 
There are some things we do better together.  And we rise or fall as one nation.  (Applause.)  That’s what I

believe.  That’s what our history tells us.  That’s what our future demands.  That’s why I’m running for a second
term as President of the United States.  (Applause.)
 
     So let me just say this.  In the next four months -- you guys won’t see them because you’re not considered
one of the battleground states, although that’s going to be changing soon -- (applause) -- but there’s going to be
more money spent than we’ve ever seen before.  Folks writing $10 million checks to try to beat me, running ads
with scary voices -- (laughter) -- and basically one message.  I mean, it’s a very simple message.  Their message
is:  The economy is not where it needs to be and it’s Obama’s fault.  So there will be various -- there will be
variations on the theme, but it will be the same message over and over and over again. 
 

That's what they're banking on -- because they can't sell their actual economic plan, so their goal is to see
if they can knock us down.  More money than we’ve ever seen before.  And it’s understandable that some folks get
cynical about the political process as a result. 

 
But what you taught me in 2008 is the same thing that I learned in my first campaigns, as I traveling around

in my car, going from town to town, talking to people in their living rooms or VFW halls or diners, and trying to
get their votes -- and hearing stories about people’s parents and grandparents and great-grandparents, some who
came as immigrants, some who were brought here not of their own accord, some who worked in mills or mines, some
worked on farms, ranches.  The thing I learned was that there is a core decency and grit and faith in the American
people.  And when the American people decide what’s true and what’s right, and they join together to bring about
change, to make this country more responsive to the hopes and dreams of ordinary people -- when that happens, it
doesn't matter how much money the other side spends, it can't be stopped.  I cannot be stopped.  (Applause.)
 
     You showed that in 2008, and I believe you’re going to show it again in 2012.  (Applause.)  I tried to make
promises in 2008 that I knew I could keep, and one of those promises was that I wasn’t a perfect man and I
wouldn't be a perfect President, but I’d always tell you what I thought and I’d always tell you where I stood, and
I’d spend every waking minute fighting as hard as I knew how for you -- (applause) -- making sure that every
single day I was thinking about how to make your lives a little bit better.
 
     And I knew I could keep that promise because I saw myself in you.  And when I saw your grandparents, I saw
my grandparents.  And when I saw your kids, I saw my kids.  And I’ve kept that promise.  And I still believe in
you.  (Applause.)  
 

And if you still believe in me, and you're willing to stand up, and knock on doors and make phone calls, and
get out there and fight on behalf of a vision in which every Americans has opportunity to pursue their dreams --
(applause) -- I promise you, we will finish what we started in 2008.  We will not be going backwards, we will be
going forwards.  We will win this election.  (Applause.)  And we will remind the world just why it is that the



United States of America is the greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.)
 
     God bless you.  God bless the great state of Texas and God bless the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 
                   END                1:20 P.M. CDT

-----
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Buckeyes!  (Applause.)  O-H!
 

AUDIENCE:  I-O!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  O-H!
 
AUDIENCE:  I-O!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  O-H!
 
AUDIENCE:  I-Q!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, can everybody please give Sonia a big round of applause for that great

introduction?  (Applause.)  And it is good to see my friend and one of the finest United States
senators we've got today -- your Senator, Sherrod Brown, is in the house.  (Applause.)  Your
Mayor, Michael Coleman, is here.  (Applause.)  Your next congresswoman, Joyce Beatty, is here. 
(Applause.)

 
will.i.am is in the house.  (Applause.)  A man who sometimes looks like he’s been to outer

space.  (Laughter.)  I am so grateful -- he has been such a great friend for a long time.  And we
also have a man who has actually been to outer space -- John Glenn in the house!  (Applause.)
 

Now, before I begin, Buckeyes, I've got a question for you  -- are you registered to vote?
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Because if you’re not, today is the last day you can register.  Now, I know

it’s easy to procrastinate in college.  I procrastinated a lot.  But we’ve made it easy.  You go
to Vote.BarackObama.com to register yourself.  And you’ve got until 9:00 p.m. tonight.  No
extensions.  No excuses.  I know you guys are up at 9:00 p.m.  (Laughter.)  As you get older you
start thinking about sleeping around 9:00 p.m., but you guys are just getting started. 
 

If you are registered, you can vote right now, today.  Just go to Vote.BarackObama.com to
find out where.  All right?  (Applause.)  All right?

 
AUDIENCE:  All right!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  All right.  Now, even better, grab your friends, grab everybody in your dorm,

grab your fraternity or sorority -- (applause) -- join will.i.am right after this event because
he's heading to an early vote location where you can register and vote in the same place right
now.  (Applause.)   There are buses around the corner that can get you there and back.  So don’t
wait.  Do not delay.  Go vote today.  What do you think?  (Applause.)

 
All right, Buckeyes, we need you.  (Applause.)  We need you fired up --
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back, but I need you voting.  (Applause.)  I need you fired up.  I

need you ready to go to vote.  Because we’ve got some work to do.  We’ve got an election to win. 
Everything that we fought for in 2008 is on the line in 2012.  And I need your help to finish what
we started.   
 

Four years ago, I told you I’d end the war in Iraq -- and we did.  (Applause.)  I said I’d
end the war in Afghanistan -- and we are.  (Applause.)  I said we’d refocus on the people who
actually attacked us on 9/11 -- and today, Osama bin Laden is dead.  (Applause.)  
 

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for middle class families -- and we have, by $3,600. 
(Applause.)  I promised to cut taxes for small business owners -- and we have, 18 times.  We got
back every dime we used to rescue the banks, and we also passed a law to end taxpayer-funded Wall
Street bailouts permanently.  (Applause.) 
 

We passed health care reform -- also known as Obamacare, because I do care -- (applause) -- I
don't want insurance company jerking you around anymore.  (Applause.)  I don't want somebody
without health care when they've got a preexisting condition. 
 

We repealed "don't ask, don't tell" as I promised we would. (Applause.)  Today no outstanding
soldier or Marine or Coast Guardsman, sailor, airman -- none of them can be kicked out of the
military because of who they are or who they love.  (Applause.)
 

And when you think about, Ohio, when Governor Romney said that we should just let the auto
industry go bankrupt, we said no, we're not going to take your advice. 
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AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo -- vote.  (Applause.)
 
And we reinvented a dying auto industry that supports 1 in 8 Ohio jobs and has come roaring

back to the top of the world.  (Applause.)  
 

Four years after the worst economic crisis of our lifetimes, our businesses have created more
than 5 million new jobs.  This past Friday, we found out that the unemployment rate had fallen
from a high of 10 percent down to 7.8 percent -- the lowest level since I took office. 
(Applause.)  Manufacturing is coming back to America.  Home values are back on the rise. 
 

Now, we’re not there yet.  We've still got too many Americans who are looking for work and
too many families who can’t pay the bills.  There are too many homes that are still underwater and
there are too many young people who are burdened by too much debt after they graduate. 
 

But if there’s one thing I know, Ohio, it’s this -- we have come too far to turn back now. 
The American people have worked too hard.  And the last thing we can afford to do right now is to
go back to the very same policies that got us into this mess in the first place.  I cannot allow
that to happen.  I will not allow it to happen.  That's why I’m running for a second term as
President of the United States.  (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Over the last four years, I've seen a lot of folks hurting.  I've seen a lot

of struggle.  And I am not going to make -- I'm not going to have us go back to another round of
top-down economics.  But that’s what my opponent is offering.  The centerpiece of Governor
Romney’s economic plan is a new $5 trillion tax cut that favors the wealthiest Americans.  He has
been pitching that plan for an entire year, stood up onstage in one of his primary debates,
proudly promised that his tax cuts would include the "top 1 percent."
 

But most of the economists who’ve actually crunched the numbers said that paying for Governor
Romney’s tax plan either means blowing up the deficit or raising taxes on middle-class families --
one or the other, pick your poison. 
 

Then, last week, Mitt Romney actually said, "There’s no economist who can say Mitt Romney’s
tax plan adds $5 trillion if I say I will not add to the deficit with my tax plan."  So he said if
he says it's not true, then it's not true.  (Laughter.)  Okay. 

 
So if it's true that it's not going to add to the deficit, that leaves only one option -- and

that’s asking middle-class families to foot the bill by getting rid of the deductions they rely on
for owning a home or raising their kids or sending them to college.
 

And as it turns out, most folks don’t like that idea, either.  So just last week when we were
onstage together, Governor Romney decided that instead of changing his plan, he’d just pretend it
didn't exist.  (Laughter.)  What $5 trillion tax cut?  I don’t know anything about a $5 trillion
tax cut.  Pay no attention to that tax cut under the carpet, behind the curtain.  (Laughter.)  
 

When he’s asked how he’ll cut the deficit, he says he can make the math work by eliminating
local public funding for PBS. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, by the way, this is not new.  This is what he's been saying every time

he's asked the question -- well, we can cut out PBS.  So for all you moms and kids out there,
don’t worry -- somebody is finally getting tough on Big Bird.  (Laughter.)  Who knew that he was
driving our deficit?  (Laughter.)  So we're going -- he's decided we're going after Big Bird and
Elmo is making a run for the border and Oscar is hiding out in a trash can.  (Laughter.)  And
Governor Romney wants to let Wall Street run wild again, but he’s going to bring down the hammer
on Sesame Street.  (Laughter.)   
 

Look, that is not leadership -- that's salesmanship.  We can't afford it.  We can't afford to
double down on top-down economics.  We can’t afford another round of tax cuts for the wealthy.  We
can’t afford to roll back regulations on Wall Street banks or on insurance companies.  We can’t
afford to gut our investments in education or clean energy or research or technology. 
(Applause.)  That is not a jobs plan.  That is not a plan to grow the economy.  That is not
change.  That is a relapse. 

 
We have been there.  We have tried that.  We are not going back.  We are moving forward.  And

that's why I'm running for a second term as President of the United States.  (Applause.)  
 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Look, we've got a different view about how you create jobs and prosperity in

America.  A strong economy doesn’t trickle down from the top.  It grows from a thriving middle
class and folks who are working hard to get into the middle class. 

 
I believe it’s time our tax code stopped rewarding companies that ship jobs overseas.  Let's

reward small businesses and manufacturers who are making products right here in Ohio, products
stamped with three proud words:  "Made In America."  That’s the choice in this election. 
(Applause.)
 

I believe we can create more jobs by controlling more of our own energy.  And after 30 years
of inaction, we raised fuel standards so that by the middle of the next decade, your cars and
trucks will go twice as far on a gallon of gas.  (Applause.)  And today, the United States of
America is less dependent on foreign oil than at any time in two decades.
 
     So now it’s time to move forward.  My plan would cut our oil imports in half, and invest in
the clean energy that’s creating thousands of jobs all across Ohio and America right now -- not
just oil and natural gas, but solar and wind and clean coal technology and fuel-efficient
batteries and fuel-efficient cars. (Applause.)
 
     And I’m not going to let oil companies continue to collect another $4 billion in taxpayer-
funded corporate welfare every single year.  I’m not going to let China win the race for clean



energy technology.  I want to see that technology developed by students and scientists here in
Columbus, by workers and farmers all across Ohio, by patriots here in the United States of
America.  (Applause.)  
 

And my plan will continue to reduce the carbon pollution that is heating our planet, because
climate change is not a hoax. More draught and floods and wildfires are not a joke.  They’re a
threat to your future.  And we’ve got to make sure that we meet the moment.  That’s why I’m
running.

 
I believe that we should have the best education system in the world, bar none.  (Applause.) 

I would not be here if it were not for the education I was able to receive.  I didn’t come from
wealth or fame, but I got a great education because that’s what this country does.  It was the
gateway of opportunity for Michelle.  It’s the gateway of opportunity for so many of you.

 
And now you’ve got a choice.  We can gut education to pay for Governor Romney’s tax cuts --

that’s exactly what his running mate, Paul Ryan, proposes.
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo -- vote.  (Laughter.) 
 
Or we can do what I’ve proposed -- recruit 100,000 new math and science teachers. 

(Applause.)  Focus on early childhood education.  Provide job training for 2 million workers at
our community colleges.  Cut the growth of tuition costs in half so that you guys are not loaded
up with debt when you graduate.  That is something we can do.  (Applause.)

 
And by the way, I don’t just talk the talk on this; I walk the walk.  We took $60 billion

that was going to banks and lenders under the student loan program, and we said let’s cut out the
middleman, let’s give the money directly to students.  And as a consequence, millions of young
people all across the country are getting better deals on Pell grants.  We're able to keep our
student loan rates low.  We have focused on this, and you need to focus on this in this next
election because this is part of the choice that you’re going to face.  (Applause.)

 
And we can meet these goals together.  You can choose a better future for America.  I want to

use the money we’re saving from ending the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and I want to use that to
pay down our deficit, but also to put people back to work rebuilding our roads and our bridges and
our schools all across America.  (Applause.)

 
And Governor Romney said it was "tragic" to end the war in Iraq.  I disagree.  I think

bringing our troops home to their families was the right thing to do.  (Applause.)  If he’d gotten
his way, those troops would still be there.  In a speech yesterday, he doubled down on that
belief.  He said ending that war was a mistake.  After nine years of war, more than $1 trillion in
spending, extraordinary sacrifices by our men and women in uniform and their families, he said we
should still have troops on the ground in Iraq.

 
Ohio, you can’t turn a page on the failed policies of the past if you’re promising to repeat

them.  We cannot afford to go back to a foreign policy that gets us into wars with no plan to end
them.  We’re moving forward, not going back.  (Applause.)

 
And every brave American who wears the uniform of this country should know as long as I’m

your Commander-in-Chief, we will sustain the strongest military the world has ever known. 
(Applause.)  And when our troops take off the uniform, we will serve them as well as they’ve
served us because nobody who fights for this country should have to fight for a job or a roof over
their heads when they come home.  (Applause.)

 
And finally, I’ll cut the deficit by $4 trillion over the next 10 years.  I’ve already worked

with the Republicans and Democrats to cut a trillion dollars in spending, and I’m ready to do
more.  But we can’t just cut our way to prosperity.  We’re not going to get this done unless we
also ask the wealthiest households to pay higher taxes on their incomes over $250,000.  And that
rate is the one that was in place when Bill Clinton was President -- our economy created 23
million new jobs, the biggest surplus in history, a whole lot of millionaires to boot.

 
Governor Romney said it’s fair that he pays a lower tax rate than a teacher or autoworker who

makes $50,000.  He is wrong.  I refuse to ask middle-class families to give up their deductions
for owning a home or raising their kids just to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut. 
(Applause.) 

 
I refuse to pay for that tax cut by asking you, students, to pay more for college, or kicking

kids out of Head Start programs, or eliminating health care for millions of Americans who are poor
or disabled or elderly.  And that’s the choice that we face in this election.  That’s what the
election comes down to.

 
Over and over, we’ve been told by Governor Romney and Congressman Ryan and their allies in

Congress that since government can’t do everything, it should do almost nothing.  If you can’t
afford health insurance, hope you don’t get sick.  If a company releases pollution into the air
that your kids breathe, that’s just the price of progress.  If you can’t afford to start a
business or go to college, just borrow money from your parents.
 
     You know what, that's not who we are.  That's not what this country is about.  Here in
America, we believe that we’re all in this together.  We understand that America is not about what
can be done for us -- it’s about what can be done by us, together, as one nation and as one
people.  (Applause.)
 
     And that's what we understood in 2008.  That was an amazing experience for me, obviously,
that election.  But I said then and I still believe now that wasn’t about me; it was about you.
 

You’re the reason a mother in Cincinnati doesn't have to worry about an insurance company
denying her son coverage just because he got sick.  You made that happen.  You’re the reason a
factory worker who lost his job in Toledo or Lordstown is back on the assembly line building the
best cars in the world.   You did that.  (Applause.)
 
     You’re the reason a young man in Columbus whose mother worked three jobs to raise him can
afford to go to The Ohio State University.  That happened because of you.  (Applause.)
 

You’re the reason a young immigrant who grew up here, and went to school here, and pledged



allegiance to our flag will no longer be deported from the only country she’s ever called home  --
(applause) -- why soldiers won’t be kicked out of the military because of who they are or who they
love.  (Applause.)  Why thousands of families have finally been able to say to loved ones who
served us so bravely:  "Welcome home."  (Applause.)
 
     You did that.  And so if you buy into the cynicism that says change isn’t possible, that the
best we can do is more tax cuts for folks at the top and the rest of folks have to figure it out,
if you give up on the idea that your voice can make a difference, then other voices fill the void
-- the lobbyists and the special interests, the people who write the $10 million checks to try to
buy this election, or those who are trying to make it harder for people to vote, the Washington
politicians who want to tell women what they're doing when it comes to health care choices when
women are perfectly capable of making those choices themselves.  (Applause.) 
 
     That's what’s at stake.  And only you can make sure that we move forward.  Only you have that
power to move us forward.  We’ve always said that change -- real change -- takes time, more than
one year, more than one term, even more than one President. It takes more than one party.
 
     It can't happen if you’re somebody who writes off half the nation before you even took
office.  (Applause.)  And in -- you know, it’s interesting, in 2008, 47 percent of the country
didn't vote for me.  But on the night of the election, I said to those Americans, I may not have
won your vote, but I hear your voices. I need your help.  I’ll be your President, too. 
 
     And, Columbus, I don't know how many folks will be around voting for me this time, but I can
tell you I will be there no matter what.  (Applause.)  I’ll be fighting for you no matter what --
because I’m not fighting to create Democratic jobs or Republican jobs, I’m fighting to create
American jobs.  (Applause.)  I’m not fighting to improve schools in red states or blue state, I’m
fighting to improve schools it the United States. (Applause.)
 
     The values that we are fighting for don't belong to one party or one group.  They're not
black or white, or Hispanic or Asian or Native America, or gay or straight, or disabled and not
disabled -- they are American values.  They belong to all of us.  (Applause.)
 
     And I am absolutely positive that we are not as divided as our politics suggest.  I still
believe we’ve got more in common than our pundits tell us.  I still believe in you.  And I’m
asking you to keep believing in me.  (Applause.)
 

Ohio, I’m asking you for your vote.  And if you’re willing to stand with me and work with me,
knock on some doors and make some phone calls for me, we’ll win Franklin County again.  We’ll win
Ohio again.  We’ll win this election again.  We’ll finish what we started, and we’ll remind the
world why the United States of America is the greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.)
 
     Thank you, Ohio.  Let’s go vote.  Let’s go win this election!   (Applause.)
 
                   END                5:30 P.M. EDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Marshalltown!  (Applause.)  Hello, Bobcats!  (Applause.)  Now, I was just told that school, at least for the teachers, starts
tomorrow.  (Laughter.)  Teachers in the house?  (Applause.) 
 

So I want to start off by saying thank you to our teachers for the outstanding job that they do each and every day.  (Applause.)  Your principal, your
superintendent, your assistant principal, they’re all doing a great job -- which means, students, you’re going to have to hit the books, all right? 
(Laughter.)  Going to have to hit the books. 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, they’ll have to hit the books maybe for longer than four more years.  (Laughter.)  We’ll be talking about that.
 
A couple of other people I want to acknowledge.  First of all, thank Kirk for the wonderful introduction.  Please give him a big round of applause. 

(Applause.)  I want to acknowledge Mayor Pro-Tem Bethany Wirin is here.  Where’s Bethany?  There she is, right here.  (Applause.) 
 
And I want to offer my condolences to the family of the Mayor who just passed -- Mayor Gene Beach.  (Applause.) 
 
I’ve got to tell you, it’s good to be back in Iowa, and it’s good to be back in Marshalltown.  (Applause.)  I started in Council Bluffs, and we are

driving to the Quads, and we are stopping off a whole bunch of different places.  Yesterday I got to the State Fair and had a pork chop and a beer. 
(Applause.)  It was good.  I might have another beer today.  (Laughter.)  Just one.  Just one. 

 
But the reason it’s so good to be back is because this is really where our movement began -- here in Iowa.  (Applause.)  In people’s backyards, on family

farms and school gyms, on people’s porches all across this state, we had a conversation about how we move our country in a direction where everybody has
opportunity, where everybody has got a shot.  And we know that journey is not done yet.  We’ve still got a lot of work to do.  So we are now spending another
three days driving through the state. 

 
And the reason it’s so important is because in some ways this election may be more consequential than the last election.  You’ve got a choice not just

between two candidates or two political parties, but between two fundamentally different visions for where we should take our country. 
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  You’re preaching to the choir.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  It’s true, I am.  (Laughter.)  But you’re going to have to go then preach to the folks who aren’t converted yet.  More than any other

election, when you go into the voting booth in November, you’re going to be making a decision about the kind of America that we have not just for yourselves
but for your children and your grandchildren for decades to come.
 

Four years ago, we came together -- and it wasn’t just Democrats, we had independents, we had some Republicans -- because we understood that the basic
bargain that built this country was at stake.  We had gone through a decade where jobs were being shipped overseas, where incomes were going down even while
the costs of health care and a college education and groceries were going up, and it all culminated in the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression. 
And what we understood then was we had to work hard to get back to that basic bargain, that basic deal that built this country.
 

And it’s a very simple promise.  It’s a promise that says if you work hard in this country, you’ll get ahead.  If you are responsible, then you can meet
your obligations -- to yourself, to your family, to your community.  You can find a job that pays the bills.  You can have a home that you can call your own. 
You can be assured that you won’t go bankrupt if you get sick.  You can retire with some dignity and some respect.  And most importantly, you can make sure
that your kids get the kind of education and opportunities so they can dream even bigger and do even better than you did.  That is what the American promise is
all about.  (Applause.)  That’s what we’ve been fighting for.  That’s what we’ve been fighting for.

 
And we knew it wasn’t going to happen overnight.  We knew it was going to take more than one term, maybe even one President, to get this country back to

the place where everybody has got a fair shot.  But we started.  And three and a half years ago, we saved ourselves from going into a Great Depression.  And
4.5 million jobs have been created, and half a million manufacturing jobs.  And the auto industry got saved.  (Applause.)  We’re now at a point where a lot of
folks are still struggling.  And so we’ve got to move forward and not backwards.  We’ve got to move forward.

 
Now, the good news is we’ve got everything we need to succeed.  We’ve still got the best workers in the world.  (Applause.)  We’ve still got the best

universities and colleges in the world.  (Applause.)  We’ve got the best researchers and scientists in the world.  We’ve got the best entrepreneurs, small
businessmen and women, and large businesses that are the best in the world, making some of the best products.  We’ve got everything that we need.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Best President.  (Applause.)
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And we’re a young nation.  We’re a young nation, in part because we’ve got this incredible diversity -- people are willing to come here

from all corners of the globe because they understand there’s something special about this place. 
 
And so, for all the naysayers out there and the folks who try to paint things as dark as they can, especially during election time, the fact of the matter

is there’s no nation on Earth that wouldn’t trade places with us.  (Applause.)  So we’ve got the tools to make sure that we are living up to this country’s
promise -- a country where you can make it if you try, no matter what you look like, no matter where you come from, no matter what faith you are, no matter
what race you are, no matter what your last name is, here in America you can make it.  That's what we have the opportunity to make sure continues for the next
generation.  (Applause.) 

 
That's what we're fighting for.  That's the choice in this election.  That's why I'm running for a second term as President of the United States of

America.  (Applause.)
 
     Now, there is one thing holding back, though, and that is the politics in Washington.  We've got -- the other side has decided that "compromise" is a
dirty word.  And they spend a lot of time trying to beat me instead of moving the country forward. (Applause.)  But part of it is just an honest disagreement
about how we move the country forward. 
 

Governor Romney chose a running mate this weekend, and I know Congressman Ryan.  He's a good man -- he's a good family man.  But he's got a fundamentally
different view about how we move this country forward.  He's an articulate spokesperson for Governor Romney’s views.  He's the ideological leader of the
Republicans in Congress.  But that vision is wrong.

 
Look, let me tell you, you can sum up Governor Romney's plans pretty simply.  He wants to eliminate --
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Everything.  (Laughter.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  He wants to eliminate regulations on big banks and corporations, some of which we put in place in the wake of the disaster on Wall

Street.  And he wants to institute even more tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  The centerpiece of his plan is a new $5 trillion tax cut, a lot of it which would go to folks like me who don't need it.  And here's the

kicker.  He expects all of you to pick up the tab. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, no, don't take my word for it.  Independent analysis shows that if his plan was instituted, the only way you could pay for it would be

to have the average middle-class family with children pay an extra $2,000 in taxes.  How many people think that's a good idea?
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  How many people think that would actually grow the economy? 
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  But that's his theory.  The theory is, is that if folks up here are doing really well, then all the benefits are going to trickle down. 

The extra $2,000 you'd be paying wouldn't be used to pay down the deficit or the debt that we've already got.  It wouldn't be to invest in more teachers or a
better school system, or making college more affordable, or rebuilding our roads and bridges, and finding new ways to create cheap energy.  No, this $2,000
would be to help finance an average $250,000 tax break for folks making $3 million a year or more. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I got to tell you, we have heard this sales pitch from these folks before.  We've heard this trickle-down fairy dust before.  It didn’t

work then; it will not work now.  (Applause.)  We don’t think it's a plan to reduce the deficit.  It's certainly not a plan to create jobs and to help families
right now.

 
See, I believe in a different theory.  When it comes to taxes, I said in 2008 I was going to lower middle-class taxes.  And guess what -- I did. 

(Applause.)  So the average family -- the typical family is paying $3,600 less in taxes than they were when I came into office.  (Applause.)  So what I believe
now is I want to keep your income taxes right where they are for everybody making $250,000 or less -- which is 98 percent of Americans, 97 percent of small
businesses.  And folks who are in the other 2 percent, who are fortunate enough to be in the top 2 percent, they still get a tax cut for the first $250,000. 
But after that, we're asking them to pay a little bit more so we can finance things like education and reduce our deficit in a balanced, responsible way. 
(Applause.)

 
Now, I still want to make sure that government does its part by being good stewards of taxpayer dollars.  So we've cut a trillion dollars out of federal

spending -- a trillion dollars that I've already signed into law.  We've got an additional trillion that's slated.  So we're prepared to make some tough
choices on things we can't afford.  But we're not going to reduce the deficit by gutting education investments, gutting investments that we make in our
infrastructure, gutting our investments in basic science and research that can lead to discoveries in clean energy or lead to discoveries in curing cancer. 
That's not how we're going to grow this economy and make sure that the middle class is strong. 

 
And, by the way, when I say asking folks like me to do a little bit more -- we've tried that before, too, under Bill Clinton.  And we created 23 million

new jobs, went from a deficit to a surplus.  (Applause.)  And guess what, Marshalltown, here's the thing -- it actually was good for rich people, too.  Because
what happens is, look, when a teacher or a construction worker or a receptionist or a nurse, when they've got a little more money in their pocket, what do they
do?

 
AUDIENCE:  Spend it.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  They spend it on necessities.  And so, maybe you've got a 10-year-old car and you go out and buy a new one.  Or maybe you need a new

appliance and you go out and you get a new appliance.  Or maybe you buy a computer for your kid as they're going off to college.  And suddenly, business has
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more customers, and those businesses get more profits and they hire more workers. 
 
We don't believe in top-down economics.  The history of this country has been a middle class-out economics, a bottom-up economics.  When everybody is

doing well, when everybody has opportunity, then we all succeed and the country moves forward.  That's what's at stake in this election.  That's why I'm
running for a second term as President of the United States.  (Applause.)    

You see the difference in philosophies on almost every issue.  When the automakers were on the brink of collapse, a million jobs at stake, Governor Romney
said let's "let Detroit go bankrupt."  I said let's bet on American workers.  And three and a half years later, the American auto industry has come roaring
back.  (Applause.) 
 

So we know American manufacturing can succeed in this country -- high-tech manufacturing, advanced manufacturing -- but we've got to make sure we've got a
tax code that encourages it.  I want to stop giving tax breaks to companies that are shipping jobs overseas.  Let's give tax breaks to companies that are
investing here in the United States of America, hiring American workers, making American products.  (Applause.)
 

Governor Romney has got a different view.  He talks about how he has been in the private sector, so he knows how to put folks back to work.  But it turns
out most of his business was investing on behalf of folks like him and investing in some cases in what has been called "pioneers" of outsourcing.  We don't
need pioneers of outsourcing.  We need folks who are interested in insourcing and bringing some jobs back to Marshalltown, back to Iowa, and back to the United
States of America.  (Applause.)  

 
Let me give you another example.  Kirk was just talking about wind power.  I was just visiting a wind farm close by.  It's a working farm.  It has about

five windmills on one property, 52 in this area -- 52 wind farms generating incredible amounts of energy and, by the way, helping family farmers with a little
bit of extra income. 

 
Now, Governor Romney has decided that we should end the tax credit that we provide for wind power once and for all.  That's his idea.  He wants to get rid

of it.  At a moment when homegrown energy is creating new jobs here in states like Iowa, he wants to bring an end to it.  He said -- and I'm quoting here --
he said new sources of energy like these are "imaginary."

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  His running mate, Congressman Ryan, calls them a "fad."  Then during a speech a few months ago, Governor Romney explained his energy

policy this way -- "You can't drive a car with a windmill on it."  That’s what he said about wind power.  Now, I know he's tried some other things on top of a
car. (Laughter and applause.)  I didn’t know he had tried windmills on top of a car.  (Applause.)  But maybe he tried it.  I would have liked to have seen
that.  (Laughter.) 

 
But maybe he needs to come to Iowa to learn something about wind power.  He'd know if he came here that 7,000 jobs have been created here in Iowa by the

wind industry -- more than any other state in America.  These jobs aren't a "fad," they're the future, and we've got to be investing in them.  (Applause.) 
 
If he came to Iowa, he might know that not only are we putting out these windmills, but, increasingly, they're made right here in Iowa, made here in

America.  That’s not "imaginary" -- that’s real.  (Applause.) 
 
If he came here to Iowa, he might know that 20 percent of Iowa's electricity now comes from wind energy.  (Applause.)  Over the past 4 years, America has

doubled its -- the amount of electricity that is produced from wind, and this is enough to power 13 million homes with clean and renewable energy.  Think about
that.  It's the equivalent of 12 Hoover Dams' worth of electricity is being generated by wind power in this country.  (Applause.)  That’s something that’s
worth investing in.  That’s something we're doing for the next generation.  And so are the 37,000 American jobs that are on the line if we let this wind tax
credit expire.

 
So this is a difference between me and Governor Romney.  I want to stop giving $4 billion in taxpayer subsidies every single year to the oil companies

that are doing just great, and let's take some of that money and continue to invest in homegrown, renewable energy right here in Iowa and all across America
that can put people back to work.  (Applause.) 

 
I'll give you another example of a difference.  I said in 2008 I'd end the war in Iraq -- and I did.  (Applause.)  I said we'd refocus and go after al

Qaeda and bin Laden -- we did.  (Applause.)  We're bringing our troops home from Afghanistan.  All this is possible because of the extraordinary service and
sacrifice of our men and women in uniform.  (Applause.)  So we've made some historic investments in the VA.  My attitude is anybody who has fought for America,
they shouldn’t have to fight for a job or a roof over their heads when they come home.  (Applause.) We've got to serve them as well as they serve us. 

 
But we also need to make sure that folks coming home, they're coming back to a vibrant economy.  So what I've said is let's take half of the money that

we're saving after a decade of war and let's put people back to work.  Let's create a Veterans Jobs Corps that can hire police officers and firefighters in
communities that need them.  (Applause.)  Let's get a whole bunch of construction workers to rebuild our roads and our bridges, our ports and our airports. 
(Applause.)  Let's rebuild our schools. Let's lay broadband lines into rural communities.  Those investments are good now because they put people back to work,
and that means folks have got more money in their pockets.  And what do they do when they've got more money in their pockets?

 
AUDIENCE:  Spend it!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  They spend it.  And suddenly, businesses have more customers.  But it's also good for the long run, because if we've got the best roads,

the best bridges, the best airports, the fastest broadband lines, the best wireless networks, the best transmission lines -- all that makes us more productive,
and it means our economy is going to grow in the future.  So why wouldn’t we start now?  That’s what we need to be investing in.

 
So, look -- one more difference.  When it comes to education, I believe that nothing is more important than making our kids competitive in the 21st

century economy.  Our young people, they're not just competing against folks in North Carolina or New Hampshire; they're now competing against folks in India
and China. 

 
So I want to make sure that we're helping school districts hire and retain the best teachers -- especially in math and science.  I want to make sure that

we're creating 2 million more slots in community colleges so folks can get trained in the jobs that businesses are hiring for right now.  And I want to make
college more affordable for young people.  We have already made progress on this front.  (Applause.)  And I'm not just talking about four-year colleges, I'm
talking about two-year community colleges, getting advanced training.

 
But the point is that some form of higher education, it is no longer a luxury, it is an economic necessity in the 21st century.  And I want to make sure

every young person in America and every young person in Marshalltown can take advantage of those opportunities.  That’s part of what this election is all
about.  (Applause.) 

 
Governor Romney wants to repeal Obamacare. 
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  First of all, I don’t mind the term Obamacare.  I like it, because I do care.  That’s why we passed the bill. 
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And because of it, 6.5 million young people can stay on their parent's plan.  (Applause.)  Because of it, we've got millions of seniors

out there who are seeing more discounts on their prescription drugs, and we're closing the doughnut hole.  Because of what we're doing, more people are getting
preventive care.  Because of what we're doing, insurance companies can't drop you right when you need insurance most just because of some fine print. 
(Applause.)

 
So maybe Governor Romney wants to spend the next three years rearguing what we've been arguing about for the last three years, but the Supreme Court has

spoken -- we are implementing this law. We are moving forward.  We are not going backwards.  That is a choice in this election.  That’s why I'm running for a
second term as President.  (Applause.)

 
We're not going to undo the reforms we've put into place to make sure Wall Street doesn’t ask for another taxpayer-funded bailout.  We're not going to go

back to the days when folks, to serve this country, it depended on who they loved.  If they love this country, they should be able to serve this country --
period.  (Applause.)   

 
We're going to make sure that young people who are brought to this country when they were very young and have grown up as Americans, that they have an

opportunity to contribute here in America, the country that they love.  (Applause.)  We're not going backwards.  We're going forward.  (Applause.)
 
Now, I have to tell you that over the course of the next three months, though, you will see more money spent by the other side than we've ever seen in

history.  And I don’t want to lie.  I mean, we're raising money -- but these folks are writing $10 million checks.  I mean, they've got some friends in --
with a lot of money.  And we are seeing all these ads -- and you notice they don’t really have a plan?  I mean, you don’t see these ads saying what they're
going to do, because they know that their plan would not sell. 

 
So instead, what they're going to do is just repeat over and over again the same things that they've been saying for the last three and a half years, and

that is, the economy is not doing as well as it should and it's Obama's fault.  I mean, that’s their  -- basically, they'll do different ads, but it's the same
theme. 

 
And you know, I might be a little worried about it except -- what you taught me, Iowa, in 2008.  We have been outspent before; we have been counted out

before.  But what I've learned is that when the American people cut through the nonsense, when they're paying attention and they're focused, and they think
back to their own families and their parents and their grandparents and everything that’s made this country great, when they decide we're going to make sure
that we've got a government that is not just representing the powerful and the wealthy but just looking after ordinary folks, and recognizing government can't
solve every problem, and nobody expects a handout or a bailout, but we do expect to make sure that together we are doing things that help the next generation -
- when the American people start focusing on those core values that have made this country great, I tell you what, you can't be stopped.  You can't be
stopped.  (Applause.)  You're the most powerful force in this democracy.

 
So, Marshalltown, I'm going to need your help.  I'm going to need you fired up again.  I'm going to need you ready to go.  We're going to have to make

sure everybody is registered.  If you're not registered, by the way, you can get forms online, going to gottaregister.com.  (Laughter.)  That’s g-o-t-t-a.  I'm
sorry, teachers, but it's "gotta."  (Laughter.)  It's not "got to," it's "gotta."  Gottaregister.com.

 
But if you guys are ready to work, we'll get this done.  Because we've got more work to do.  We've got more schools to build.  We've got more teachers to

hire.  We've got more troops to bring home.  We've got more roads to build.  We've got more opportunity to create for our young people to make college more
affordable.  We've got a lot of unfinished business. 

 
And I tell you what, back in 2008, I used to say to folks, look, I'm not a perfect man -- you can ask Michelle.  (Laughter.) And I tell folks, I'm not --

I won't be a perfect President.  Nobody is.  But what I did say is I'll wake up every single day fighting as hard as I know how for you; that I will think
about you, and I will represent you, and I will fight for you.  (Applause.)  And I have kept that promise, Iowa.  I have kept that promise.  (Applause.)

 
So if you're willing to stand with me and work with me and organize with me, and knock on some doors and make some phone calls with me, we will finish

what we started.  We will get folks back to work.  We will revive the middle-class dream of America. And we will remind the world why this is the greatest
nation on Earth.

 
Thank you, everybody.  God bless you.  God bless America.  Thank you.
 
                        END                4:27 P.M. CDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Colorado State!  (Applause.)  How’s
it going, Rams?  (Applause.)  Ah, it is good to be back in
Fort Collins.  (Applause.)  The last time I was here, back in
2008, it was a spectacular day.  (Applause.)  It was a little
later; it was in the fall, and the leaves were turning, and had
a little nip in the air -- and I wanted to stay.  (Applause.) 
But, as usual, they had something else scheduled.  (Laughter.) 
So it is wonderful to be here.
    
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  I’m thrilled to be
here.  (Applause.) 
 

I’ve got a couple of people I want to acknowledge.  First
of all, give Haley a big round of applause for the great
introduction.  (Applause.)  One of the finest Governors in the
country -- John Hickenlooper.  (Applause.)  His outstanding
Lieutenant Governor -- Joe Garcia.  (Applause.)  Congressman
Jared Polis is here.  (Applause.)  And the outstanding
Secretary of the Interior and your hometown guy, Ken Salazar,
is in the house.  (Applause.) 
 
     So class is back in session.  The Rocky Mountain Showdown
is this Saturday.  (Applause.)  And like Haley said in her
introduction, we are giving the Rams and the Buffs a second
chance to go at it this fall.  We’ve set up a Rocky Mountain
rumble to see which school can register more voters. 
(Applause.) And you guys can get a head start by registering
right here, right now. 
 

We’ve got volunteers all throughout the audience. 
Volunteers, raise your hands -- there.  (Applause.)  They’ve
got their clipboards ready.  They are ready to go.  If you are
not registered, get registered.  If for some reason these
outstanding volunteers miss you somehow, then you can also
register online at GottaRegister.com.  Now, I understand this -
- excuse me, English professors, but this is “GottaRegister”;
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this is g-o-t-t-a-register.  This is not “gottoregister” --
“GottaRegister”.
 
     And we need you guys to get your friends and your
classmates and your neighbors to do it as well because this is
important.  (Applause.)
 
     Look, just over two months from now -- 70 days -- for the
first time in many of your lives, you’ll get to pick a
President. (Applause.)  Now, the truth is you guys have more at
stake in this election than anybody.  When you step into that
voting booth, the choice you make in that instant will shape
this country, the world, your lives for decades to come.  And I
know that’s kind of a heavy idea to lay on you on a Tuesday
afternoon. (Laughter.)  But it’s true.  The decisions that we
make as a country on the economy, and jobs, and taxes, and
education, and energy, and war, and climate change, and the
Supreme Court -- these are all decisions that will affect you
directly in very personal ways.
 
     And I feel that same sense of urgency because the
decisions I make are ones that are going to affect Malia and
Sasha, my daughters, for generations to come.  (Applause.)  And
this is the way it’s always been.  One generation may make
decisions, but they’re making them not just on behalf of that
generation; they’re making them on behalf of future
generations.  And the thing is, Colorado State, your generation
can choose the path we take this country on.  Your vote will
decide where we go from here. 
 
     And so as you prepare for November, you’ve got to ask
yourself some questions:  Are we going to make sure that good
jobs and opportunities take root not in China or India or
Germany, but here in Colorado and all across America so you
don’t have to leave home to find a good job?  (Applause.) 
Will we reward an honest day’s work, so that people have a
chance to buy a home of their own, and you’ll have health care
that will be there for you when you get sick, and you’ll have
the chance to put a little bit of money away for retirement and
take a vacation once in a while, and most importantly, be able
to give your children a life that’s even bigger and better than
yours?  (Applause.) 
 

Will this country make it easier for future generations to
afford a degree, pay off student loans?  (Applause.)  Are we
going to build more good schools and hire more good teachers,
so that more kids are prepared to attend colleges like Colorado
State?  (Applause.)  Will this country be one that keeps moving
away from foreign oil and towards renewable sources like wind
and solar and biofuels that make our economy and planet more
secure? (Applause.)  Are we going to be a country that leads
not just with the strength of our military, but also the power
of our diplomacy and the power of our example?  (Applause.) 

 
Will this be an America where, no matter what you look

like, no matter where you come from, no matter who you love,
no matter what your last name is, you can pursue your own
happiness; you can make it if you try?  (Applause.) 

 
That’s what the last four years have been about, Fort

Collins.  That’s what this campaign is all about, and that’s



why I’m running for a second term as President of the United
States of America.  (Applause.) 

 
I know that it’s sometimes easy to get a little cynical

about politics.  (Laughter.)  Campaigns seem meaner and
smaller, and Washington seems more gridlocked than ever.  Every
day there’s this steady stream of ads, and it’s a diet of
cynicism -- telling you change is impossible; you can’t make a
difference; you won’t be able to close the gap between life as
it is and the life that we imagined for each other. 

 
And, frankly, some on the other side, they make this a

political strategy.  They tell you over and over again how bad
things are and, of course, how it’s Obama’s fault. 
(Laughter.)  And they tell you that if you believed in change
four years ago, your faith was misplaced, you’re naive.  Last
week, my opponent’s campaign called you the “lost generation.” 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And they hope that by telling you these

things that you’ll get discouraged, and that you’ll stay home
this time, because they know that young people came out in
record numbers four years ago.  (Applause.) 

 
Well, I’m here to tell you, don’t listen to the cynics. 

Don’t listen to the naysayers.  Four years ago, we understood
that solving our biggest challenges was going to take longer
than one year or one term or even one President.  But we went
ahead and we got started anyway.  And we may have a lot of
work to do, but we know the path we’re traveling.  We know
where we need to get going, and we know we’re going to get
there.    (Applause.) 

 
We understand that this country is moving forward, and I’m

confident we’re going to get there because I believe in you. 
I believe in the American people.  (Applause.)  I believe that
as tough as times are, the American people are tougher. 
(Applause.) 

 
I believe this generation is full of passion and full of

service.  (Applause.)  I’ve seen your generation eager to make
a difference, whether it’s in a homeless shelter or working on
an environmental project.  And you’ve already proved that you
can do it.  You’ve proved it -- you proved it four years ago. 

 
Four years ago, you believed that we could put a college

education within the reach of everybody who was willing to work
for it.  (Applause.)  And because of that faith, we were able
to create a college tax credit that’s saving families up to
$10,000 for college tuition over the course of four years. 
(Applause.)  We fixed the student loan system that was giving
billions of dollars of taxpayer money to banks.  We said let's
give it directly to students.  And we were able to double grant
aid for millions of students.  (Applause.) 

 
When some on Capitol Hill were ready to let federal

student loan rates double for 7 million students, we said no. 
And you helped us, and we beat that back.  (Applause.)  That
would not have happened in Washington without you.  That's what
your vote accomplished.    You helped millions of young people,



maybe including yourself, earn a college education.  You made
that happen.  (Applause.)

     
You believed we could use less foreign oil and reduce the

carbon pollution that threatens our planet.  And in just four
years, we have doubled the generation of clean, renewable
energy like wind and solar.  We developed new fuel standards
for our cars so that cars are going to get 55 miles a gallon
next decade. (Applause.)  That will save you money at the
pump.  It will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by a level
roughly equivalent to a year’s worth of carbon emissions from
all the cars in the world put together.  (Applause.)   

 
Today, America is less dependent on foreign oil than any

time in the last 20 years.  (Applause.)  We're on track to
emit fewer greenhouse gases this year than we have in nearly
20 years. You can keep those trends going.  That all happened
because of you. 
 

You believed that in America, nobody should go broke just
because they get sick.  (Applause.)  And today, because of
Obamacare -- and, yes, I do care.  (Applause.)  That's why we
passed the law.  Nearly 7 million young people have health
insurance because they're able to stay on their parent's
plans.  (Applause.)  Your grandparents are saving money on
their prescription drugs.  Women have gained access to free
preventive care like mammograms and contraception. 
(Applause.)  Your vote made that happen.  You made that
change.  (Applause.)  
 

It was young people like you who said we can end this war
in Iraq.  And today the war is over.  (Applause.)  More troops
are at home with their families.  They're earning their
education through the Post-9/11 GI Bill.  They're out there
starting new businesses.  And nobody will ever again have to
hide who they love in order to serve the country that they
love, because we ended "don't ask, don't tell" once and for
all.  (Applause.)    You made that change.  You made that
happen.  Your voice made a difference.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  You did!
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  With your help!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I helped a little bit.  (Applause.)  But

this change was because you put in the effort.  You put in the
time.  You had confidence in America's future. 
 

So now we've got more work to do -- to grow this economy,
to create more good jobs, to strengthen the middle class.  And
in November, your voice is going to matter more than ever
before.  Because this week in Tampa, my opponents will offer
you their agenda.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo; vote.  (Applause.)  That's the

best response.  Vote.  And get some of your friends to vote. 
(Applause.)   

 
Now, look, the show in Tampa I'm sure will be very 



entertaining.  And I’m sure they’ll have wonderful things to
say about me.  (Laughter.)  It will be well-produced; they've
hired all kinds of fancy TV producers.  The only problem is it
won't offer a path forward.
 

They’ve got an economic plan that says if you just give
big tax cuts -- $5 trillion worth -- mostly to wealthy folks -
- so that $3 million -- somebody who makes $3 million a year
would get another $250,000 in additional tax cuts --

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- that somehow prosperity will rain down

on everybody else.  And some of you are a little young to
remember this, but we tried this for a decade; it didn’t work. 
It didn’t work then, it won't work now.  (Applause.)  I don’t
want to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut by raising taxes
on middle-class families, and I sure don't want to pay for a
tax cut for folks like me who don't need it -- or folks like
Governor Romney who needs it even less -- (laughter) -- by
cutting financial aid for 10 million students.  Our economic
strength doesn’t come from the top down; it comes from students
and workers.  It comes from small business people and middle-
class families who are out there striving and hustling. 
Because when they do well, everybody does well.  When they've
got money to spend, businesses have customers.  And then they
hire more workers.  And then those workers have more money to
spend.  And everybody does well. 

 
That's how you grow an economy -- from the middle out,

from the bottom up.  That's what I'm fighting for.  That's why
I'm running for a second term for President.  (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  So in just two months, you're going to

choose the path we take.  And I want everybody -- when you're
talking to friends and neighbors, just explain to them what's
ast stake.  Tell them you can choose whether we give massive
new tax cuts to folks who've already made it, or do we keep
taxes low for Americans who are still trying to make it.  I've
cut taxes for middle-class families, and for small businesses,
and for students -- and I want to make sure that taxes are not
raised a single dime on the first $250,000 a year income --
which, by the way, means 98 percent of families and 97 percent
of small businesses would not see a tax increase. 
(Applause.)     
 

That's a choice in this election.  Because we're going to
have to close the deficit, and the question is are we going to
do it Mr. Romney's way, or are we going to do it in a balanced
way that says, yes, we cut spending we don't need, but we also
ask everybody to do their fair share.  (Applause.) 

 
We can choose whether we give up new jobs and new

industries to other countries, or whether we fight for those
jobs in states like Colorado and Iowa and Ohio -- by investing
in the research of our scientists, investing in the skills of
our workers and our students, in the innovation that harnesses
new sources of energy, that brings about the next generation of



manufacturing in places like Fort Collins.  (Applause.)  That's
what's at stake.  

 
You can make a decision as to whether we're going to keep

college affordable.  You know, Governor Romney has a suggestion
in terms of you affording college -- he says, borrow money
from your parents.  (Laughter.)  Now, my suspicion is if your
parents got it, they've already given it to you.  (Laughter.)

 
But I don't think that's the path we should be taking.  I

think we've got to make sure that we help every single American
earn the kind of education you're earning right here at
Colorado State.  Let’s help more Americans go to community
colleges to get the skills and training that employers are
looking for right now. (Applause.) 

 
  See, maybe my opponent doesn’t understand, but I do. 

Because Michelle and I, we just finished paying off our student
loans about eight years ago.  We know what it’s like. 
(Applause.)  We shouldn’t be making it harder.  We should be
making it easier.  We shouldn’t end the college tax credit that
we created; we should be expanding it.  In America, a higher
education cannot be a luxury -- it’s an economic necessity that
every family and every young person in America should be able
to afford.  That’s what’s at stake in this election. 
(Applause.)
 
     If your friends or neighbors are concerned about energy,
you tell them, do we want an energy plan written by and for
big oil companies?
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Or do we want an all-of-the-above energy
strategy for America -- (applause) -- renewable sources of
energy.  Governor Romney calls them “imaginary.”  Congressman
Ryan calls them a “fad.”  I think they’re the future.  I think
they’re worth fighting for.  (Applause.)
 
     This university gets 10 percent of its power -- soon to
be 30 percent -- from solar energy.  (Applause.)  About 10,000
good Colorado jobs depend on wind and solar industries.  It is
time to stop giving $4 billion a year in taxpayer corporate
welfare to oil companies that are making money every time you
fill up with a tank of gas.  And let’s invest that money in
homegrown energy that has never been more promising.  That’s
the future, and in America we seize the future.  (Applause.) 
It’s good for jobs, it’s good for our economy, and it’s good
for the planet, too.  That’s what’s at stake in this election. 
(Applause.)
 
     Ask your friends, ask your neighbors:  Should we go back
to a health insurance system that lets insurance companies
decide who and when they want to cover?
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  So if you’ve got a preexisting condition
you’re out of luck.  Or should we keep moving forward with the
new health care law that’s already cutting costs and covering
more people and saving lives?  (Applause.)  (Sneezes.)



 
     AUDIENCE:  Bless you!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you.  See, it gives me a cold just
thinking about what they might do.  (Laughter.) 
 

Governor Romney, he’s promised that somewhere in between
his first day and, I don’t know, the next day, he’s going to
sit down and grab a pen, and he’s going to eliminate
Obamacare. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  This is what’s called the “Romney Doesn’t
Care” plan.  (Laughter.)  Kick 7 million young people off their
parent’s plan.  Raise prescription drug costs for seniors. 
Tell folks with prescription -- or with preexisting conditions,
you’re out of luck again.  I
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I do care.  And I think that all of us
care, because all of us at some point in our lives might need
to get health care and we might not always be able to afford
it, no matter how well we’ve planned, no matter how well we
think we’ve insured ourselves.  And when that happens, I want
to make sure we live in a country where every single person
knows that they can get the care they need and they’re not
going to have to lose their home or lose their savings because
of it.
 
     We don’t need to refight the battles of the past.  The
Supreme Court has spoken.  We’re moving forward.  If somebody
wants to help to improve our health care system I’ll work with
them, but I’m not going to leave millions of Americans out in
the cold.  That’s what we’re fighting for.  That’s what’s at
stake in this election.  (Applause.)
 
     On issue after issue, these guys seem to just want to go
backwards.  Sometimes they want to go back 10 years, sometimes
20, sometimes 50, sometimes 100.  This isn’t the time to
refight battles that we’ve already settled.  In November you
can say that in this century, women should be trusted to make
their own health care decisions.  (Applause.)
 
     At a time when one of the biggest assets we have is the
diversity of our talent and our ingenuity, it doesn’t make
sense for us to tell young people who have grown up in
America, who have pledged allegiance to the flag, who have
understood themselves to be Americans, who want to serve in our
military or attend our universities, that somehow because their
parents were undocumented, they should be sent back to
countries they’ve never even heard of.  That’s not who we are
as a people.  (Applause.)
 
     We’re not going to go back and reinstate “don’t ask,
don’t tell” like these other folks are talking about. 
(Applause.)  We’re moving forward.  We don’t need to rewrite
our Constitution to somehow say that people who love each other
and aren’t bothering anybody else, that somehow they cannot get
married.  (Applause.)



 
     That’s not who we are.  We go forward.  We don’t go
backwards.  We don’t -- the history of this country has not
been to see if we can exclude more people.  The history of our
country has been to gather everyone together.  If you’re
willing to work hard, if you’re willing to act responsibly, if
you believe in that American creed, then you’re welcome.  We’re
part of a family.  (Applause.)  And we don’t believe in sending
people to the sidelines.  We believe that the strength of our
country, the character of this nation comes from hearing every
voice, from harnessing every talent, from realizing that in
America we are greater together than we are on our own.  And
this November, you get to decide whether that remains true. 
 

And it’s not just about this country.  When we think about
internationally, America remains the one indispensible nation. 
Issues of war and peace are ones where we’ve always got to be
at the forefront.  And so you get to decide the future of the
war in Afghanistan.  Governor Romney says that me ending the
war was “tragic.” 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  He’s criticized me for bring 33,000 troops
home from Afghanistan next month.  (Applause.)  Now, look, I
take a backseat to no one when it comes to our national
security, but I believe in making sure that we act smartly in
how we deal with our national security.  I said we’d end the
war in Iraq -- we did.  (Applause.)  I said we’d go after al
Qaeda and bin Laden, and we did.  (Applause.)
 
     By bringing our troops home from Iraq, by bringing our
troops home from Afghanistan, we’re going to be able to start
doing some nation-building here at home, and that's part of our
national security.  And by the way, as long as I’m Commander-
in-Chief, those veterans who served us, we’re going to have to
serve them just as well as they served us -- (applause) --
because nobody who fought for America should have to fight for
a job or a roof over their heads when they come home. 
(Applause.)
 
     That's what we’re fighting for.  That's the choice in this
election.
 
     I want to thank Colorado State for being so good to our
troops, so good to our veterans, helping them earn the
opportunity that they have helped defend.
 
     And here’s the bottom line, Colorado, if the other side
has its way, and they pass this $5 trillion tax cut that's
targeted towards the wealthiest Americans, it won’t create
jobs.  It won’t cut the deficit.  Ignoring inequality doesn't
make it go away.  Denying climate change doesn't make it
stop.  These things don't make our future brighter.  They won’t
make your future stronger. And so the ultimate question is,
will you choose the path that actually leads to a better
future? 
 
     You have a chance to prove the cynics wrong one more
time.  And over the next two months, the other side is going
to spend more money than we’ve ever seen before.  They will



throw everything they’ve got, and the kitchen sink.  They’ll
just make stuff up if they have to -- they're doing it
already.  (Laughter.) 
 
     And they will send an avalanche of attack ads and
insults.  They will try to distract you, and sometimes -- how
do I put this nicely -- they will just fib.  (Laughter.)  And
it’s backed by $10 million checks.  I mean, they’ve got wealthy
donors who like things just the way they are.  They're counting
on young people to accept their version of the status quo, to
accept their version of the way things ought to be, to leave
the questions that affect your lives up to big oil and
insurance companies, and a bunch of men in Congress. 
 
     That's what they're counting on, and so -- so I just want
all of you to understand your power.  Don't give it away, not
when you're young.  If you're going to get cynical, wait till
you get older.  (Laughter.)  Wait till you have a few bumps and
bruises.  But right now, America is counting on you.  And I’m
counting on you. 
 

Those who oppose change -- those who benefit from an
unjust status quo, they’ve always bet on your cynicism and
complacency. But throughout American history, they have lost
that bet.  They're going to lose that bet this time because of
you.  (Applause.)
 
     Because we’ve got a lot more work to do.  You’re going to
have to register to vote.  You’re going to have to get your
friends registered to vote.  You’re going to have to drag your
friends to the polls.  You’re going to have to refuse to wait
for the next person to do it, because somebody is waiting on
you.  They're waiting on you to bring about this change. 
They're waiting for you to lead. 
 

Sometimes your parents may be waiting you.  Back in 2008,
part of the way we ended up winning was because we had a whole
bunch of young people telling their parents, you got to get on
board.  It’s time for change.  (Applause.)
 

Yes, we can.  Fired up.  Ready to go.  And I’m still
fired up, and I’m still ready to go because we’ve got more
work to do. We’ve got more jobs to create.  We’ve got more
schools to build. We’ve got more teachers to hire.  We’ve got
more young people to send to college.  We’ve got more troops to
bring home.  We’ve got more renewable energy to generate. 
(Applause.)  We’ve got more doors of opportunity to open to
everybody who is willing to work hard and walk through them. 
(Applause.)   

 
That's what’s at stake in this election.  And that's

what’s at stake right here in Colorado because if we win
Colorado, we will win this election.  (Applause.)  If we win
Fort Collins, we will win this election.  (Applause.)  We win
Fort Collins, and we’ll finish what we started, and we will
remind the world just why it is that the United States of
America is the greatest nation on Earth. 

 
God bless you and God bless the United States of America. 

(Applause.)
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Denver!  (Applause.)  Oh, it is
good to be back in Denver.  (Applause.) 
 

AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more
years!  Four more years! 

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you.  Well, I tell you what, we win

Colorado, I'll get four more years.  (Applause.)
 
A couple of people I just want to acknowledge.  First of

all, I just want to say thank you to Sandra for that wonderful
introduction.  (Applause.)  She is one tough and poised young
lady.  (Applause.)  She was generous to stand up for her
friend. She was brave to stand up for herself, and an eloquent
advocate for women's health.  And I suspect she's going to be
doing some even greater things as time goes on.  So give her a
big round of applause.  (Applause.)
 
     A couple other people I want to acknowledge -- your own
Mayor Michael Hancock is in the house.  (Applause.)  One of
the best Senators in the country, Michael Bennet is in the
house.  (Applause.)  A passionate advocate for working
families, Ed Perlmutter is here.  (Applause.)  My dear friend,
campaign co-chair, former mayor, former secretary of
transportation and energy -- I'm getting tired just listing
his resumé -- Federico Peña is in the house.  (Applause.) 
He's here somewhere.  Where did Federico go?  (Applause.)  
 
     And finally, I also want to acknowledge another campaign
co-chair, John Register -- a veteran and Paralympian.  We are
very proud of him -- John Register.  (Applause.)    
 

It’s been two and a half weeks since I was last here in
Colorado.  And, well, many of you know, I was in Aurora to
meet those who lost loved ones during that terrible shooting. 
And I just had a chance to see some of the first responders
who helped to save lives and comfort families during that
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terrible, terrible day.  (Applause.)  Unfortunately, since
that time, we’ve had another tragedy in Oak Creek, Wisconsin,
where six members of our community were killed as they entered
into a house of worship. 
 

And so I think we can all acknowledge, we’ve got to put
an end to this kind of senseless violence -- (applause) --
whether it’s in Aurora, whether it’s in Oak Creek, whether
it’s in Tucson, whether it’s in cities all across America
where too many lives are cut short because of senseless
violence.  This is going to have to stop.  And as an American
family -- as one American family -- we’re going to have to
come together and look at all the approaches that we can take
to try to bring an end to it. 

 
And I want you to all know that the thoughts and prayers

of the entire nation remain with those in Aurora.  And even
though the perpetrators of these acts have received a lot of
attention, attention on them will fade and what will be
replaced are the stories of heroism and hope that we’ve seen
here in Colorado, and in Wisconsin, and across the nation. 
That’s what we’ll remember. That’s what’s going to matter. 
(Applause.)  That’s what we will value -- the strength and the
resilience and the care and the love of the American people. 
(Applause.)
 

Now, unless you’ve managed to completely avoid your
television set -- (laughter) -- or your cable is broken, you
are aware that there is a pretty intense campaign going on
right now. (Applause.)  And the reason it’s intense is because
the choice that we face in November could not be bigger.  It’s
not just a choice between two candidates.  It’s not even just
a choice between two parties.  More than any election in
recent memory, this is a choice between two fundamentally
different paths for our country’s future. 

 
And the direction that you choose -- the direction you

choose when you walk into that voting booth three months from
now will have a direct impact not just on your lives, but on
the lives of your children and the lives of your
grandchildren.  (Applause.) 

 
And that’s true for everybody.  But it’s especially true

for the women in this country -- (applause) -- from working
moms to college students to seniors.  Because when it comes to
the economy, it’s bad enough that our opponents want to take
us back to the same policies of the last decade, the same
policies that got us into this mess in the first place, the
same policies that saw jobs going overseas and ended up seeing
people’s wages and incomes going down even as the costs of
everything from health care to college were going up --
policies that culminated in the worst financial crisis since
the Great Depression, and that we’ve spent, now, three and a
half years trying to recover from.  That’s bad enough. 
(Applause.)  But when it comes to a woman’s right to make her
own health care choices, they want to take us back to the
policies more suited to the 1950s than the 21st century. 
(Applause.)
 

And, Colorado, you’ve got to make sure it does not



happen. (Applause.)  The decisions that affect a woman’s
health, they’re not up to politicians, they’re not up to
insurance companies --

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  They’re up to you.  (Applause.)  And you

deserve a President who will fight to keep it that way. 
(Applause.)  That’s the President I’ve been.  That’s the
President I will be if I get a second term as President of the
United States, to keep moving this country forward. 
(Applause.)
 

On the issues that matter, you don’t have to take my word
for it -- you can take me at my record.  Four years ago, I
delivered on my promise to pass health reform before the end
of my first term.  That’s what we did.  (Applause.)  The
Affordable Care Act -- also known as Obamacare -- (applause) -
- I actually like the name -- (laughter) -- because I do
care.  (Applause.) That’s why we fought so hard to make it
happen. 

 
The Affordable Care Act helps make sure you don’t have to

worry about going broke just because one of your loved ones
gets sick.  Insurance companies can no longer place lifetime
limits on your care.  They can no longer jack up your premiums
without reason.  They can no longer drop your coverage when
you need it most.  They can no longer discriminate against
children with preexisting conditions.  (Applause.)  And pretty
soon, they’ll no longer be able to deny you coverage based on
a preexisting condition, like breast cancer, or cervical
cancer, or charge you more for care just because you’re a
woman.  They can’t do that anymore.  Those days are over. 
(Applause.)
 

This is a law that allows young adults under the age of
26 to stay on their parent's health care plans -- (applause) -
- and that’s already helped 6.6 million young Americans. 
(Applause.) 

 
If you’re a little bit over 26, it gives seniors a

discount on their prescription drugs -- a discount that's
already saved millions of seniors on Medicare hundreds of
dollars each.  (Applause.) 

 
Right now, nearly 13 million Americans are getting a

rebate from insurance companies -- that’s right, they’re
sending you a check -- (applause) -- because under the law,
we’ve capped the amount of money that they can spend on
administrative costs and CEO bonuses instead of your health
care.  And when they violate that rule, they’ve got to send
you a check.  (Applause.) 
 

Last year, Obamacare secured new access to preventive
care like mammograms and cancer screenings -- with no co-pay,
no deductible, no out-of-pocket cost for more than 20 million
women. (Applause.)  Last week, insurance companies began
covering even more services.  And now most health plans are
going to begin covering the cost of contraceptive care. 
(Applause.)



 
Now, understand this is crucial for women’s health. 

Doctors prescribe contraception not just for family planning
but as a way to reduce the risk of ovarian and other cancers. 
And it’s good for our health care system in general, because
we know the overall cost of care is lower when women have
access to contraceptive services.
 

And listen, we recognize that many people have strongly
held religious views on contraception, which is why we made
sure churches and other houses of worship, they don’t have to
provide it, they don’t have to pay for it.  We worked with the
Catholic hospitals and universities to find a solution that
protects both religious liberty and a woman’s health. 
(Applause.) 

 
The fact is nearly 99 percent of women have relied on

contraception at some point -- and more than half of all women
between the ages of 18 and 34 have struggled to afford it.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Thank you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And we’re changing that.  (Applause.) 

Before health care reform, many health care plans charged high
deductibles or co-pays for all these preventive services, or
they just didn’t cover them at all.  And according to one
study, more than half of all women put off the care they
needed because of that.  How many of you have gone without
care that you needed or a checkup because you knew that you
might not be able to afford the insurance co-pays -- and you
had to choose between gas, or groceries, or your kid’s new
soccer uniform? 
 

I don’t think a working mom in Denver should have to wait
to get a mammogram just because money is tight.  (Applause.) 
I don’t think a college student in Colorado Springs should
have to choose between textbooks or the preventive care that
she needs.  That’s why we passed this law.  (Applause.)  It
was the right thing to do.
 

Now, my opponent has a different view.  As Sandra said,
he said he would take the Affordable Care Act and "kill it
dead" on the first day of his presidency -- "kill it dead." 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Which -- I mean, just understand what

this means.  This means 26-year-olds -- 6.5 million young
people don’t have health insurance.  The preventative care
gone.  Seniors paying more for prescription drugs. 
Preexisting conditions -- you’re out of luck.  Then he said
he’d "get rid of" Planned Parenthood.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Then he said he would have supported an

extreme measure in Mississippi that could have outlawed some
forms of contraception.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --



 
THE PRESIDENT:  Then he joined the far right of his party

to support a bill that would allow any employer to deny
contraceptive coverage to their employees.  So it would be up
to the employer to decide --

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENt:  -- your boss telling you what’s best for

your health and your safety.
 

Now, let me tell you something, Denver -- I don’t think
your boss should get to control the health care that you get. 
(Applause.)  I don’t think insurance companies should control
the care that you get.  I don’t think politicians should
control the care that you get.  I think there's one person to
make these decisions on health care, and that is you.  You
should make that decision.  (Applause.)
 

Mr. Romney is running as the candidate of conservative
values.  There’s nothing conservative about a government that
prevents a woman from making her own health care decisions. 
He says he’s the candidate of freedom.  But freedom is the
chance, the opportunity to determine for yourself the care
that you need, when you need it.  (Applause.)  It’s the
ability to change jobs or start your own business without fear
of losing your health insurance.  (Applause.) 

 
We’re not going back to the days when it was acceptable

to charge women more than men for health care.  And we’re not
going back to the days when women with preexisting conditions,
like being a cancer survivor, were denied affordable care. 
(Applause.)  We’re not going to kick more than a million young
women off their parent's plan.  We are not going backwards,
Denver.  We're moving forward.  That’s why I’m running for
President again.  (Applause.)
 

And understand this:  At a time when women make up nearly
half the workforce, an increasing share of family
breadwinners, these aren’t just health issues and they’re not
just women’s issues.  These are economic issues.  They affect
every family in America.  (Applause.)  Think about it.  Think
about what it means when a woman is the main breadwinner for
her family, but she’s taking less pay home, doing the same
work as a man, just because she’s a woman.  That’s not right.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  When my opponent’s campaign was asked if

he’d fight to guarantee an equal day’s pay for an equal day’s
work, you know what the campaign said?  They said, "We’ll get
back to you on that."

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  That’s not a good answer.  "We’ll get

back to you on that"?  He won’t say what he’d do about it. 
You’ve got my answer -- upholding the principle of equal pay
for equal work was the first bill I signed into law. 
(Applause.)  The Lilly Ledbetter Act -- first bill I signed. 



(Applause.)    
 

And one other thing.  Today is the three-year anniversary
of Sonia Sotomayor taking her seat on the Supreme Court. 
(Applause.)  Yesterday was the two-year anniversary of Elena
Kagan taking her seat on the Supreme Court.  (Applause.)  So
let's be very clear -- the next President could tip the
balance of the Court in a way that turns back the clock for
women and families for decades to come.  The choice between
going backward and moving forward has never been so clear. 
(Applause.)
 

And let me say this.  When I talk about women's issues,
I'm talking about the experiences that I've seen in my own
life.  Everybody knows Michelle.  (Applause.)  The fact that
we are partners in this process, this journey of life, has
been my source of strength.  And I want to make sure that she
has control over her health care choices.  I want to make sure
that when she's working, she is getting paid the same as men. 
I've got to say, First Ladies right now don't -- (laughter) --
even though that's a tough job.  

 
You know, my own mom would have been 70 years old this

year. And my sister and I lost her to cancer when she was just
52 years old.  And she got to meet Michelle, but she never got
a chance to meet her granddaughters or watch them grow up. 
And I often think about what might have happened if a doctor
had caught her cancer sooner, or if she had been able to spend
less time focusing on how she was going to pay her bills and
more time on getting well. 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  She is still with us!
 

THE PRESIDENT:  She is still with us.  She is in a better
place.  (Applause.) 

 
I think about Malia and Sasha, and I think to myself,

well, we're not going to have an America where they have
fewer opportunities than somebody's sons.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I don't want them having fewer choices

than anybody's boys do. 
 
And then, four years ago, as I had the privilege to

travel all across this country and meet Americans from all
walks of life, I heard so many stories like mine.  And I
decided nobody else should have to endure the heartbreak of a
broken health care system.  No one in the wealthiest nation on
Earth should go broke because they get sick.  Nobody should be
able to tell their daughters or sons that the decisions they
can and cannot make for themselves are constrained because of
some politicians in Washington. 

 
And thanks to you, we've made a difference in people’s

lives.  (Applause.)  Thanks to you, there are folks that I
meet today who have gotten care and their cancer has been
caught, and they've got treatment, and they are living full
lives.  And it happened because of you, because of your
efforts four years ago. (Applause.) 



 
And, Denver, we've come too far to turn back now. 

(Applause.)  We've got too much work to do to implement health
care.  We've got too much work to do to create good jobs. 
(Applause.)  We've got too many teachers that we've got to
hire. We've got too many schools we've got to rebuild.  We've
got too many students who still need affordable higher
education.  (Applause.)  There's more homegrown energy to
generate.  (Applause.)  There are more troops that we've got
to bring home. (Applause.)  There are more doors of
opportunity that we've got to open to anybody who's willing to
work hard and walk through those doors. 

 
We’ve got to keep building an economy where no matter

what you look like or where you come from, you can make it
here if you try.  (Applause.)  And you can leave something
behind for the next generation.  That’s what's at stake right
now, Colorado.  That’s why I'm running for President of the
United States of America.  (Applause.)  That’s why I'm asking
for your vote.  (Applause.)  

 
I still believe in you.  And if you still believe in me,

and if you're willing to stand with me, and knock on some
doors with me, and make some phone calls with me, and talk to
your neighbors and friends about what's at stake, we will win
Colorado.  And if we win Colorado, we will win this election. 
(Applause.)  We will finish what we started, and we'll remind
the world why America is the greatest nation on Earth. 
(Applause.)

 
God bless you.  And God bless the United States of

America.  (Applause.)
 
 
                        END           1:29 P.M. MDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Virginia!  (Applause.)  Go, Hoos! 
(Applause.)  Wahoowah!  (Applause.)  I still don’t know what a
Wahoo is.  (Laughter.)  But I know we’ve got some here today. 
(Applause.)  
 

I want to thank Mathias for the great introduction.  Give
him a big round of applause.  (Applause.)  I want to thank my
great friends, Tom Perriello -- (applause) -- and your next
United States senator, Tim Kaine.  (Applause.) 

 
It is good to be back in Charlottesville.
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you, Obama!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Applause.)
 
Before I get started, let me just say that on the flight

over here I was on the phone with our FEMA Director, Craig
Fugate, and Janet Napolitano, who does our homeland security,
as well as some of the governors and mayors who are now being
affected and are having to deal with Hurricane Isaac.  And I
think it's important for all of us -- because we know we've
got some prayerful people here -- to just let people on the
coast know our thoughts are with you, our prayers are with you.

 
We are going to make sure that we are doing every single

thing that we need to do to ensure that the folks down there
are taken care of and have the support and the love of the rest
of this country.  Because when things like this happen, there
are no Democrats or Republicans.  (Applause.)  There are just
Americans.  And we stand by Americans in their hour of need. 
(Applause.)

 
Now, I know for me, it's great to be back in

Charlottesville.  And this is an exciting time of year.  Class
is back in session.  Come on, we need a little more enthusiasm,
students.  (Applause.)  The football team has got a home game
on Saturday.  (Applause.)  And in just over two months -- just
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over two months from now, for the first time in many of your
lives, you're going to get to pick the next President of the
United States.  (Applause.)  
 

Now, I know that there's some young at heart here who are
not so young, like me.  (Laughter.)  But let me just take a
moment to speak to the young people here.  You guys have more
at stake in this election than anybody.  When you step into
that voting booth, the choice that you make in that one instant
is going to shape your country, it's going to shape the world
for decades to come. 

 
I know that’s a pretty heavy idea to lay on you on just

the second day of class, but -- (laughter) -- but it’s true. 
The decisions that we make as a country right now on everything
from the economy and jobs and taxes, to education and energy,
and war and climate change -– all these decisions -- (audience
interruption) -- all these decisions are going to be affecting
your lives in very personal way.

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!  Four more years!  (Applause.)  
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you.  Listen, I couldn't really hear

what those young people were saying, but that's good that
they're getting involved.  (Applause.)  But what I'm trying to
tell you here is, don't just chant.  You've got to vote. 
(Applause.)  You’ve got to vote.    

 
The decisions we make -- war, peace, the economy, the

environment -- all those things are going to be decided.  And
they're not just going to affect you; they're going to affect
Malia and Sasha, too, my daughters.  (Applause.) 
 

This is how our democracy works.  Your generation is going
to have to push the generations in front of you to make sure
that they're making the right decisions.  Your generation will
choose not just between two candidates or two political
parties, but will choose the path that we take as a country. 
And it will affect your lives in very personal, profound ways.

 
So you think about the questions that are at stake here. 

Are we going to make sure that good jobs and opportunities take
root in China or Germany, or are we going to make sure they
take root in Charlottesville and Richmond -- (applause) --
right here in Virginia, and all across America?  (Applause.)
 

Are we going to make sure that an honest day’s work is
rewarded, so that somebody who really works hard, they can
afford to have their own home, and they'll have health care
when they get sick -- (applause) -- and they'll be able to
retire with dignity and respect.  And most of all, they'll be
able to make sure their kids are doing better and dreaming
bigger than they did.  (Applause.)
 

Are we going to make sure that not just you but folks who
follow you can afford to get a college degree and are able to
pay off their student loan debt?  (Applause.)  Are we going to
build more good schools and hire more good teachers, and make
sure that our young people are prepared to attend colleges like
UVA?  (Applause.)



 
Will this be a country that keeps moving away from foreign

oil and invests in renewable sources of energy like wind and
solar and biofuels -- (applause) -- that help our economy and
make our planet more secure?  (Applause.)
 

Will this be a nation that leads not just with the
strength of our military, but with the power of our example and
fidelity to our values?  Is that the kind of country we will
continue to be?  (Applause.)
 

And most of all, will this continue to be an America where
no matter who you are, no matter what you look like, no matter
where you come from, no matter what your last name is, no
matter who you love, you can pursue your own happiness and make
it if you try?  (Applause.)
 

That’s what my presidency has been about.  That's what
this campaign is about.  And that’s why I’m running for a
second term as President of the United States of America. 
(Applause.)
 

That's what Tim Kaine stands for.  That's what Tom
Perriello stands for.  (Applause.)

 
And I know that right around this time, before football

season has started, there are some folks who get sick of
politics.  I understand that.  Sometimes the campaigns seem
meaner and smaller, and Washington seems more gridlocked all
the time.  And you’ve got a steady stream of cynics who are
telling you change isn’t possible; you can’t make a difference;
you won’t be able to close that gap between how things are and
how they should be; you were naïve last time when you had all
the hope and change stuff.  (Laughter.)

 
And frankly, the other side, they’ve made this a

strategy.  They will tell you how bad things are over and over
again, and they’ll helpfully add that it’s all Obama’s fault. 
(Laughter.) 
And what they're hoping is that even if you don't vote for them
because you know that what they're peddling doesn't work, what
they do hope is, is that you get so discouraged that you just
stay home.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  That's what they're banking on.  But I

don't believe that.  I don't think you believe that.   We knew
that solving our biggest challenges would take more than one
year, or one term, or one President.  We know we’ve still got
a lot of work to do, but we are determined to get it done.  We
are determined to finish the job.  (Applause.)  We’re
determined to finish the race, and that's why I’m running for a
second term.  (Applause.)

 
And you know what makes me -- what makes me confident is

you.  (Applause.)  The American people have gone through some
tough times, but the American people are always tougher.  And
this generation of young Americans, I’ve seen your passion.  I
have seen your service.  I’ve seen you eager to make a
difference.  You’re already proved that you can make a



difference. 
 
Think about it.  Some of you did vote four years ago, and

some of you, even if you were too young to vote, worked on the
campaign.  And you believed four years ago that we could put a
college education within reach of everybody who is willing to
work for it.  That's what you believed.  (Applause.)

 
So we created a college tax credit that’s saving middle-

class families up to $10,000 on college tuition.  We fixed the
student loan system that was giving billions of dollars to
banks as middlemen.  We said let’s use that money to double
grant aid for millions of students.  (Applause.)  We won the
fight to prevent student loan rates from doubling for more than
7 million students. 

 
None of this would have happened if it hadn’t been for

you, if it hadn’t been for the work that you did, if it hadn’t
been the faith that you had in your ability to make a
difference.  You helped millions of young people, maybe
including yourself, to earn a college education.  You made that
happen.  And that makes me believe, that gives me confidence. 
It gives me confidence about the future.  (Applause.)
 

Four years ago, we talked about how we could use less
foreign oil, reduce the carbon footprint that threatens our
planet.  And in just four years, we have doubled the generation
of clean, renewable energy like wind and solar.  (Applause.) 
We’ve created thousands of good American jobs because of it. 
Today, we’re less dependent on foreign oil than at any time in
nearly 20 years.  We’re on track to emit fewer greenhouse
gases this year than we have in nearly 20 years.  We can keep
those trends going.  And that is all happening because of you. 
(Applause.)
 

Four years ago, you believed that nobody in America should
go broke because they get sick.  Today, because of the new
health care law, affectionately known as Obamacare --
(applause) -- because of that law, nearly 7 million young
people are able to stay on their parent’s health insurance
plans.  (Applause.)  Your grandparents are saving money on
their prescription drugs.  Women have gained access to free
preventive care like mammograms and contraception. 
(Applause.)  Thirty million Americans will be able to finally
have the security of health care coverage.  (Applause.)  You
can't be barred because of a preexisting condition.  You made
that happen.  That's because of you.  (Applause.)
 

Four years ago, we said we’d end the war in Iraq -- we
did.  (Applause.)  More troops are home with their families. 
They're earning their education, in some cases, with the Post-
9/11 GI Bill.  They're out there starting new businesses.  But
that's not the only change we made -- because no one ever again
will have to hide who they love in order to serve the country
they love.  We ended "don't ask, don't tell."  You made that
happen.  (Applause.) 
 

The point is, Virginia, your vote mattered.  Your voice
made a difference.  Change was possible because you made it
possible.  So you can't get tired now.  (Laughter.)  Because
we’ve got more work to do.  (Applause.)  We’ve got more work to



do to grow this economy.  We’ve got more work to do to create
more good jobs and strengthen the middle class.  And in
November, your voice will matter more than ever.  (Applause.)
 

And listen, if you doubt that, then pay a little attention
to what’s happening in Tampa this week. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo -- vote.  Vote.  (Applause.)
 
I mean, my opponents are down there, they're offering

their agenda.  And it’s a pretty entertaining show. 
(Laughter.)  They’ve got wonderful things to say about me. 
(Laughter.)    But you know what’s interesting is you can
listen very carefully, very hard, and you won’t hear them offer
a clear, serious path forward.  You won’t.  I mean, they’ve got
an economic plan that can be summed up very simply.  They say
that if we give a $5 trillion tax cut -- which includes giving
an extra $250,000 tax cut to people making $3 million a year or
more -- then somehow, prosperity is going to rain down on the
rest of us.  (Laughter.)

 
Now, many of you were too young to remember, but we tried

this for about a decade before I came into office.  It didn't
work then; it's not going to work now.  (Applause.)

 
I don’t want to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut by

raising taxes on the middle class.  I don’t want to pay for
that by cutting financial aid for tens of millions of
students.  Our economic strength does not come from the top
down.  It comes from students and workers and small business
owners and a growing, thriving middle class.  (Applause.) 

 
That's who we're fighting for.  (Applause.)  And in just

over two months, you can make a decision about which path we
take.  (Applause.)  You can decide whether we give a massive
new tax cut to folks like me and Mr. Romney, who don't need it
-- he doesn't even need -- he needs it even less than I do --
(laughter) -- or whether we work to keep taxes low for
Americans who are still trying to make it. 

 
I've cut taxes for middle-class families.  And I want to

make sure that taxes aren’t raised a dime on your income tax
for families' first $250,000 worth of income.  That means, by
the way, 98 percent of Americans would not see any increase in
their income taxes.  (Applause.)  But that depends on how you
vote in November. 

 
You can choose whether we cede new jobs and new industries

to countries like China, or whether we fight for those jobs
here in Virginia, here in the United States -- by investing in
the research of our scientists, investing in the drive of our
students, and investing in the innovation that harnesses new
sources of energy and brings new generations of manufacturing
to places like Charlottesville and Richmond.  (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  USA!  USA!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  USA!  That's what we need -- but, again,

you can't just chant, you got to vote.  (Laughter.) 



 
You will decide whether we can keep making college more

affordable, or whether we take my opponent's advice and just
have your parents lend you money.  (Laughter.)  See, I think
that we should help more Americans earn the kind of education
you receive here at UVA.  We've also got to help more Americans
go to community colleges to get the skills and the training
that employers are looking for right now.  (Applause.)

 
And I'll say this again, just so you know I mean it.

Michelle and I, we've been there.  We know what it's like.  We
just finished paying off our student loans eight years ago. 
Think about that.  We shouldn’t be making it harder for young
people.  We should be making it easier for young people. 
(Applause.)  We shouldn’t end the college tax credit we
created.  We should be expanding it.  Higher education isn't a
luxury.  It is an economic necessity for every single
American.  (Applause.)
 

You can decide that an energy plan written by and for the
big oil companies will be best for America -- that's an
option.  But I think that the kind of all-of-the above strategy
that we're talking about -- a strategy that includes more
American oil and gas, but also more wind and solar, and sets
new goals for efficiency and makes sure that we're getting
energy and using energy in smarter ways -- that's the key to
the future. 

 
One of the things that we’ve done is develop new fuel

standards so that by the middle of the next decade, your cars
will get nearly 55 miles per gallon.  (Applause.)  That’s
double what they are now.  That means you’ve only got to dig
into your pocket to fill up your tank half as often.  But not
only does it save you money at the pump, it moves us closer to
energy independence.  It reduces greenhouse gas emissions by as
much as all the cars in the world emit each year combined. 
This is a smart thing to do.  It’s the right thing to do. 
(Applause.)
 

And by the way, my opponent is against that.  So you’re
going to have to make a decision.  Just yesterday, my opponent
called my position on fuel-efficiency standards "extreme." 
(Laughter.)  I don’t know.  (Laughter.)  It doesn’t seem
extreme to me to want to have more fuel-efficient cars.  Maybe
the steam engine is more his speed.  (Laughter.)  But I think
that we set goals and we meet them -- that’s what we do as
Americans.  (Applause.)

 
Listen, what’s extreme about the idea that instead of

giving $4 billion a year in tax subsidies to oil companies that
are making a profit every time you pump gas -- it makes more
sense to keep investing, using that money to invest in
homegrown energy sources that have never been more promising. 
That’s not extreme.  That’s good for jobs.  That’s good for our
economy. It’s good for our planet.  It’s good for our future. 
(Applause.) 

 
That’s what’s at stake.  That’s what you’ll decide. 

That’s why I’m running for President.  (Applause.)
 
We could go back to a health care system that lets



insurance companies decide who and when and what to cover.  But
I think we’ve got to move forward with Obamacare.  (Applause.) 
It’s already cutting costs.  It’s covering more people.  It’s
saving lives. 

 
Governor Romney has promised that sometime on his first

day, he is going to kill Obamacare.  He’s going to sit down,
grab a pen -- now, this would mean that he -- by a stroke of a
pen, apparently he thinks that he can kick 7 million young
people off their parent’s plan.  He can make prescription drugs
higher for seniors.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Suddenly folks with preexisting conditions

are out of luck.
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  He calls my health care law Obamacare; I

call his plan "Romney Doesn’t Care."  (Applause.)  He’s running
on the "Romney Doesn’t Care" platform.  (Applause.) 

 
This law is here to stay.  The Supreme Court has spoken. 

We’re not going to refight the battles of the last four years. 
We’re moving forward.  That’s what’s at stake in this
election.  (Applause.)

 
I’m telling you, on almost every issue he wants to go

backwards, sometimes all the way to the last century. 
(Laughter.)  In November, you can say that in this century,
women should be trusted to make their own health care choices. 
(Applause.)  You can say that in this century we don’t think
young immigrants who were brought here when they were children
and understand themselves as Americans and have pledged
allegiance to the flag should suddenly be deported to countries
where they’ve never been.  (Applause.)

 
You can say we shouldn’t rewrite the Constitution to

prevent gay Americans who love each other from being able to
marry the people they love.  (Applause.) 

 
You can reaffirm the strength of the American character. 

It doesn’t come from shoving anybody to the sidelines.  It
doesn’t come from kicking folks to the curb.  It comes from
hearing everybody’s voices, harnessing everybody’s talents,
realizing that here in the United States of America we are
greater together than we are on our own.  (Applause.)  That’s
what I believe.  That’s what I believe.  That’s what you
believe.  That’s what’s at stake in this election.  (Applause.)
 

This November, you get to decide about the future of the
war in Afghanistan.  Governor Romney said that me ending the
war in Iraq was "tragic."  He doesn’t have a plan to bring
home the 33,000 troops who will be coming home from Afghanistan
next month.  (Applause.)  He likes to talk tough, but he
doesn’t have a lot of details when it comes to these critical
issues. 

 
And so what I have said not just to you but, most

importantly, to those young men and women in uniform who are



serving us every single day is that -- (applause) -- you will
know where I stand.  When I say I will end the war in Iraq, I
will end it.  When I say that we will go after bin Laden,
we’ll go after him.  (Applause.)  And when I said that as we
bring our troops home, first from Iraq, now from Afghanistan,
that as long as I am Commander-in-Chief, we will serve our
veterans as well as they’ve served us -- I mean it. 
(Applause.)  Because nobody should have to fight for a job or a
roof over their heads when they come home after they’ve been
fighting for our freedom.  (Applause.)
 

So here’s the bottom line.  Passing a new $5 trillion tax
cut targeted at wealthiest Americans, it won’t create jobs.  It
sure won’t bring down the debt -- it will increase it. 
Ignoring inequalities don’t make them go away.  Denying climate
change doesn’t make it stop.  (Applause.)  Looking backwards
doesn’t make our future brighter.  It doesn't make your future
stronger.
 

In the next two months, you get to choose.  And we've got
a plan that will actually lead to a better future.  And you can
prove the cynics wrong one more time. 

 
But the other side will spend the next two months,

spending more money than we have ever seen in our lives -- an
avalanche of attack ads and insults and distractions and
sometimes they just make things up.  But they've got a bunch of
folks who can write $10 million checks, and they'll just keep
on running them. 

 
I mean, somebody was challenging one of their ads -- they

made it up -- about work and welfare.  And every outlet said,
this is just not true.  And they were asked about it and they
said -- one of their campaign people said, we won't have the
fact-checkers dictate our campaign.  (Laughter.)  We will not
let the truth get in the way.  (Laughter.) 

 
Think about that.  They're counting on young people to

just accept their version of the way things ought to be.  They
expect that you will not be paying attention enough, or you
will be distracted enough, or you will be discouraged enough
that you walk away, and that means big oil writes the energy
bills, and the insurance companies write the health care bills,
and politicians in Washington decide what a woman can or can't
do when it comes to her own health. 

 
And you know what, I think they're wrong.  I am counting

on you.  (Applause.)  I'm counting on you because those who
oppose change have always bet on your cynicism; they've always
bet on a lack of hope -- and throughout American history, they
have lost that bet.  And they're going to lose that bet this
time too, as long as you register to vote -- (applause) -- as
long as you're going out there to vote, as long as you're
getting your friends to go out there and vote.  (Applause.)  

 
I need you.  America needs you to close the gap between

what is and what might be.  We've got more jobs to create and
more good schools to build.  We’ve got more homegrown energy to
generate.  We’ve got more troops to bring home.  We've got more
young people to send to college.  We've got more doors of
opportunity to open to everybody who is willing to work hard



and walk through them.  And it all depends on you.  (Applause.)
 

So don't worry about letting me down -- don't let America
down.  Don't let yourselves down.  (Applause.)  Go out there. 
Register.  Stand up.  And if you do, we will win Virginia. 
(Applause.)  And if we win Virginia, we will win this election.
And we will finish what we started.  (Applause.)  And you and I
together, we'll remind the world just why it is the United
States of America is the greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.)
 

God bless you.  And God bless the United States of
America.  (Applause.)

 
END                     4:05 P.M. EDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Colorado!  (Applause.)  Oh, what a
beautiful day!  (Applause.) 
 

Can everybody please give Christy a big round of applause
for the great introduction?  (Applause.)  And then, I want
everybody to acknowledge one of the outstanding alums of
Colorado College -- (applause) -- an outstanding senator for
this great state of Colorado, an unbelievable Secretary of the
Interior, looking after our natural resources -- Ken Salazar. 
(Applause.)

 
Now --
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We love you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  I really do. 

(Applause.)  
Now, I have to say, first of all, this looks like a very

smart crowd -- (applause) -- which means that you've been
spending a lot of time watching our Olympic Games --
(applause)  -- and the unbelievable athletes and all the great
training -- right here, we've got -- do we have one of our
outstanding athletes?  (Applause.)  Thank you, Colorado,
because Colorado Springs has been a training site for all our
outstanding athletes.  And we're so proud of them.  Thank you
so much.  (Applause.)

 
And for those of you who are curious, the women are doing

pretty good right now in soccer.  (Applause.)  I know some of
you may be -- the game is not over, and some of you may have
DVR'd it, so I'm not going to say anything more.  (Laughter.) 
But we're making progress.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Moving forward!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Moving forward.  (Applause.)
 
Now, even though we've been spending most of our time,
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sensibly, watching the Olympics, unless your cable is broken,
you probably also noticed there’s this pretty intense campaign
going on right now.  And the reason it is an intense campaign
is because the choice that we face in November could not be
bigger. It’s not just a choice between two candidates or two
political parties.  It is a choice between two fundamentally
different visions about how we move this country forward.  And
the direction that we choose -- the direction you choose when
you walk into that voting booth -- is going to have a direct
impact not just on us, it will have an impact on our kids and
our grandkids for decades to come. 
 

Now, four years ago, we came together -- and it wasn’t
just Democrats, we had independents and even some Republicans
come together because we wanted to restore the basic bargain
that made this country great, that built the greatest middle
class and the most prosperous economy in the history of the
world.  And it’s a bargain that says very simply, if you work
hard, your work will be rewarded.  If you work hard, you can
get ahead.  It’s a deal that says if you put in enough effort,
if you act responsibly, you can find a job that pays the bills,
have a home you call your own.  You can count on health care
when you get sick.  You can retire with dignity and respect. 
(Applause.)  And most importantly, you can provide your kids
with the education and opportunity so that they can dream
bigger than you ever dreamed and they can achieve things you
couldn't even imagine.
 

That's the American promise.  That's the core of who we
are as a people.  And unfortunately, we had gone through a
decade where that dream felt like it was slipping away.  Jobs
had gotten shifted overseas.  Incomes had gone down, when you
account inflation, even though the cost of everything from
health care to college had gone up.  And it all culminated in
the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression.

 
So we knew restoring this dream, reinstating this basic

bargain was not going to be easy.  And we understood it would
take more than one year, or one term, or maybe even one
President.  And that was before the middle class got clobbered
by this financial crisis.  And a lot of our friends and
neighbors lost their jobs, lost their homes, lost their savings
-- and it made that dream seem even further out of reach.
 

But here's the good news.  The American people are tougher
than tough times.  (Applause.)  Not only is there a fundamental
goodness and decency to the American people, but there’s also
grit and resilience.  And when we get knocked down, we get back
up.  (Applause.)

 
And so, for the last three and a half years, we've worked

to make sure that we didn’t slip into a Great Depression.  And
we created 4.5 million new jobs.  (Applause.)  We saved an auto
industry on the brink of collapse.  And although we are far
away from where we need to be -- okay, we'll be okay.  I hear
you.  What will happen is that the medical services -- we've
just got somebody who fainted.  Which reminds me, everybody, if
you've been standing for a long time, bend your knees a little
bit.  Because this happens every time we have a rally.  They'll
be okay, just give them some space.  And make sure that you
drink some water if you've got some.



 
Now, we know that we've still got a long ways to go --

and the medical folks are coming right here.  They're on their
way.  But, you know, what hasn’t changed as a result of this
crisis is our character.  (Applause.)  What's made us great in
the past is going to make us great in the future.  (Applause.)
 

We came together in 2008, understanding that we had an
urgent mission to make sure that here in America everybody gets
a fair shot, everybody does their fair share, and everybody
plays by the same set of rules.  (Applause.)  We're here to
build an economy where hard work pays off, so that no matter
who you are or where you come from, you can make it if you
try.  That’s what this campaign is about, Colorado.  That’s
what the choice is in November.  And that's why I’m running for
a second term as President of the United States of America. 
(Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, here's the good news.  Even though

there are no quick fixes, there are no easy solutions -- some
of these problems built up over decades and they're not going
to be solved overnight -- we've got everything we need to meet
the challenges we face.  We've got the best workers in the
world.  (Applause.)  We've got the best entrepreneurs in the
world.  We've got the best scientists and researchers in the
world.  We've got the best colleges and we've got the best
universities in the world.  (Applause.)  We're a young nation. 
We've got this incredible diversity of talent and ingenuity. 
People come here from every corner of the globe, because they
believe in our creed.  They believe in our ideas.

 
And so, no matter what the naysayers say, no matter how

bad folks try to paint the picture just to sell newspapers or
sound sophisticated -- (laughter) -- the truth of the matter is
that there's not a country on Earth that wouldn't trade places
with the United States of America.  (Applause.) 

 
We've got what we need to succeed.  What is standing in

our way right now is our politics in Washington.  (Applause.) 
It's a bunch of folks who think compromise is a dirty word;
who think that the right way forward is to go backwards to the
same top-down economic policies that got us into this mess in
the first place. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And, look, Mr. Romney, his friends in

Congress, their basic economic plan is really simple to
describe. It's not complicated.  What they say is, on the one
hand, they want to eliminate regulations on Wall Street banks,
even after this crisis, or regulations on insurance companies,
or regulations on unscrupulous lenders, or regulations that
keep our air and water clean.  So that's part number one.  And
then part number two -- big part of their plan -- is to cut
taxes a lot more for the wealthiest Americans.  

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 



THE PRESIDENT:  And the idea is that somehow if you
combine these two concepts that this is going to lead to jobs
and prosperity for everybody. 

 
That's what they're proposing.  I'm not making this stuff

up.  (Laughter.)  Go to their websites.  Look at what the House
of Republicans voted on, their budget.  That's where they're
going to take us if they win.  That's their idea.  And, look,
if you believe in that idea, then you're probably not going to
be voting for me. 

 
Mr. Romney's -- the centerpiece of his entire economic

plan is a new $5 trillion tax cut on top of the Bush tax cuts,
a big chunk of it going to the wealthiest Americans.  And last
week, we found out that he expects you, middle-class families,
to pay for it. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Governor Romney’s tax plan -- this is not

according to me, this is according to independent analysts --
assuming he kept his promise that it wasn't going to add to the
deficit, would mean raising taxes on middle-class families with
children by an average of $2,000.  And keep in mind this would
not be to pay down our deficit.  It wouldn’t be to grow jobs
or invest in education or make college more affordable, or
invest in science and research or clean energy -- because he
wants to gut all those things.  He wants to cut away that
stuff.  Your tax increase would be to pay for another $250,000
tax cut for people making more than $3 million a year.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  How many people think that’s a good idea?
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  How many people honestly believe that
that’s going to unleash incredible job growth in this country?
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Look, we have tried this before.  They
tried to sell us this trickle-down tax cut fairy dust before. 
(Laughter.)  And guess what -- it didn’t work.  It didn’t work
then; it won’t work now.  It’s not a plan to create jobs. 
It’s not a plan to cut the deficit.  It’s not a plan to move
our economy forward. 
 

We don’t need more tax cuts for folks like me.  We need
tax relief for working families.  (Applause.)  We need tax cuts
for folks who are trying to make sure their kids get a good
education, trying to keep their kids healthy, trying to keep a
roof over their heads, trying to send them to college. 

 
That’s the choice in this election.  That’s why I’m

running for a second term as President of the United States --
because our work is not yet done.  (Applause.)
 
     I’ve got a different idea.  Four years ago, I promised to
cut taxes for middle-class families.  I did that. 



(Applause.)   The average typical family, their income taxes --
their tax burden is about $3,600 lower than it is now [sic]. 
I want to keep taxes exactly where they are for the first
$250,000 of everybody’s income.  I’ve already told Congress
let’s get it done.  We should do it before the election.  Now,
if your family makes under $250,000 -- which, by the way, is
98 percent of American families and 97 percent of small
businesses -- under my plan, your income taxes would not
increase a single dime next year.  (Applause.)  That’s my plan.
 
     But if you’re fortunate enough to be in the other 2
percent, if this country has blessed you the way it’s blessed
me, you still get a tax cut on the first $250,000 of income. 
It’s just that after that, we’re going to ask you to
contribute a little bit more so we can pay down our deficit
responsibly and invest in things like helping young people go
to college -- (applause) -- invest in basic science and
research, rebuild our roads -- all the things that help us grow
and make the middle class strong.  (Applause.)
 
     And, by the way, this doesn’t mean that we don’t still
have more work to do to make government more efficient.  I’m
not somebody who believes government can solve every problem. 
Government has to do its part by cutting out spending that we
don’t need.  We’ve already cut a trillion dollars -- a
trillion  -- that’s with a “T” -- out of our budget.  And we
can do more to make government more efficient, more customer-
friendly.  But that doesn’t do enough to bring down the
deficit. 
 
     So all I’m asking is that folks like me go back to the
rates that we paid under Bill Clinton -- which, by the way,
you may remember, we created 23 million new jobs, the biggest
budget surplus in history -- (applause) -- and we created a
whole bunch of millionaires to boot.  Because what happens is
when a construction worker or a police officer, they’ve got a
little more money to spend, you know what, maybe they go out
and buy that new car.  And suddenly the car company has more
profits, which means that hire more workers -- and everybody
does better. (Applause.)
 
     When a teacher or a receptionist has a little bit more
money to spend, maybe they go to that local restaurant.  Maybe
they buy a computer for their kid for school.  And now,
suddenly, all businesses are doing better. 
 

That’s the history of America.  When we grow from the
middle class out, when we provide ladders of opportunity for
those who want to get into the middle class and are willing to
work hard to do it, everybody does well -- top, middle,
bottom.  (Applause.) 

 
We are in this thing together.  That’s the choice in this

election.  And that’s why I’m running for President of the
United States of America.  (Applause.)
 
     This difference in vision, it shows up on all sorts of
issues.  When the American auto industry was on the brink of
collapse, 1 million jobs at stake, Mr. Romney said, "let
Detroit go bankrupt."  I said, let’s bet on America’s workers. 
(Applause.)  And we got management and workers to come



together, making better cars than ever, and now GM is number
one again and the American auto industry has come roaring
back.  (Applause.)
 
     So now I want to say what we did with the auto industry,
we can do it in manufacturing across America.  Let’s make sure
advanced, high-tech manufacturing jobs take root here, not in
China.  Let’s have them here in Colorado.  (Applause.)  And
that means supporting investment here. 
 

Governor Romney talks about his private sector
experience.  But he invested in companies that were called
"pioneers" of outsourcing.  I don't want to outsource.  I want
to insource.  (Applause.)  Let's reform our tax code and let's
make it simpler. And let's make sure that we're providing tax
breaks to companies that are investing here in Colorado
Springs, here in Colorado -- not overseas.  (Applause.) 
They're the ones who need tax breaks.
Let's give tax breaks to companies that are investing here. 
It's the right thing to do. 
 

At a moment when homegrown energy is creating new jobs in
states like Colorado and Iowa, my opponent wants to end tax
credits for wind producers. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo -- 
    
     THE PRESIDENT:  The wind industry supports about 5,000
jobs across this state.  Without those tax credits, jobs would
be at risk -- 37,000 jobs across this country would be at
risk.  Why would we want to stop promoting clean, renewable
energy that can make our environment better, put people back to
work, free our dependence from foreign oil?  We should stop
spending billions of taxpayer subsidies on the oil industry
that is very profitable.  Let's keep investing in a clean
energy industry that's never been more promising.  (Applause.) 
That's the choice in this election.
 
     Here's another choice.  I promised in 2008 I'd end the war
in Iraq.  We ended it.  (Applause.)  I said we'd go after bin
Laden and al Qaeda.  We did.  (Applause.)  We're transitioning
in Afghanistan and starting to bring our troops home. 
(Applause.)
And so none of this could have been accomplished had it not
been for our outstanding men and women in uniform. 
(Applause.)  We are safer and more respected because of them. 
 

But now we've got to make sure that the country they come
back to is going on all cylinders.  So what I said is let's
set up a Veterans Jobs Corps that helps returning veterans get
jobs as firefighters and police officers in communities that
need them.  (Applause.)  Let's make sure that they are getting
the training that they need.  And let's make sure that we take
some of those savings that we are spending after a decade of
war, let's do some nation-building here at home.  (Applause.) 
Let's put people back to work rebuilding our roads and our
bridges, laying broadband lines, rebuilding our schools,
putting in new science labs. 

 
I was just down in Pueblo, and we were talking about a

water project that John F. Kennedy had signed, authorizing 60



years ago -- 50 years ago.  It has never been funded.  You
know what, under my administration it's getting funded. 
(Applause.)
 
     There are projects like that all across America.  And we
can put people back to work right now.  That's good for the
economy right now -- lower unemployment right now -- but it
also lays the foundation for economic growth for decades to
come.  That's a choice in this election. 
 
     I believe that we, once again, should be leading the world
in educating our kids.  (Applause.)  So I've said let's make
sure that we're helping local school districts hire the best
teachers, especially in math and science.  (Applause.)  Let's
help to provide millions of new slots at community colleges, so
people can train for the jobs that businesses are hiring for
right now. (Applause.)  And I want to make college and
university tuitions lower so young people aren't burdened with
tens of thousands of dollars' worth of debt.  (Applause.)  We
can do it -- because higher education is not a luxury; it's an
economic necessity in the 21st century.  (Applause.)
 
     My opponent doesn't have a plan for higher education.  He
doesn't have a plan for homeownership.  He was asked, what
should we do about the housing crisis.  He says, well, we'll
just let foreclosures bottom out.  That's not a plan.  What
I've said is let's help all families take advantage of
historically low rates, refinance your homes, get an extra
$3,000 a year, which you will then spend and will make the
economy stronger and the housing market stronger.  (Applause.) 
That's a choice in this election  -- doing nothing, or putting
$3,000 in your pocket.
 
     I'm running because I believe nobody in America should go
broke because they get sick.  (Applause.)  Mr. Romney says he
wants to repeal Obamacare. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Let me tell you, I'll work with anybody
to keep improving our health care system.  But the Supreme
Court has spoken -- (applause) -- 6.5 million young people are
able to stay on their parent's plans now.  (Applause.)  Seniors
are getting discounts on their prescription drugs.  Insurance
companies can't prevent you from getting health insurance if
you've got a preexisting condition.  (Applause.)  Folks are
getting free preventive care. 
 

I think it was the right thing to do.  We're not going
backwards, we're going forwards.  That's the choice in this
election.  (Applause.)
 
     We're not going back to "don't ask, don't tell". 
Everybody should be able to serve the country they love. 
(Applause.)  That's a choice in this election.  Helping out the
DREAM Act kids -- that was the right thing to do.  We're not
going backwards, we're going forwards.  That's the choice in
this election.  (Applause.) 
 

All these things tie together.  Because my vision is one
in which -- whether we're talking about housing or education



or rebuilding America -- the idea is you've got to show
individual initiative.  Government can't solve all your
problems.  Government can't help folks who won't help
themselves.  But there are things we can do to make sure that
everybody has got a chance, everybody has got opportunity. 
(Applause.)  If everybody is willing to work hard, they've got
those rungs on the ladder to have a secure middle-class life. 
(Applause.)  

 
That's the promise our parents passed down to us.  That's

why I'm standing here today -- because somebody helped me along
the way.  That's the promise I want to pass on to the next
generation.  That's why I'm running for another term as
President of the United States of America.  (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, over the next three months, the other

side will spend more money than we've ever seen on ads that
tell you the same thing we've been hearing for four years now,
which is the economy is not good enough and it's Obama's
fault.  Basically, they should just have one commercial and
they can just run it over and over again, because they don't
say anything new. (Laughter.)

 
And the reason that's their argument is because they don't

have a plan, and the plan they've got they can't sell. 
(Applause.)  So they will do their best, like they've been
trying to do for the last three years, to just run me down. 
The problem is they don't have a plan to create jobs.  They
don't have a plan to strengthen the economy.  And they don't
have a plan to revive the middle class.  And I do. 
(Applause.)  But in order to implement that plan, I'm going to
have to have your help. 

 
This election is going to be close.  Colorado is going to

be close.  So I've got to make sure your friends are
registered.  I've got to make sure you're registered.  In
Colorado, you can register online.  So you got to go to
gottaregister.com -- that's "gotta," G-O-T-T-A.  (Laughter.)

 
But we're going to have to work hard.  Here is the good

news.  Here is the good news.  I've been outspent before.  I've
been counted out before.  But you know what we learned in 2008
-- when the American people decide that they want to see
change, they make it happen.  (Applause.)  When the American
people come together and focus on those values that have made
us strong, they cut through all the nonsense.  It doesn't
matter how much the other side spends -- change happens.

 
Colorado, we've come too far to turn back now. 

(Applause.) We've got too many good jobs we still have to
create.  We've got too many teachers we've got to hire. 
(Applause.)  We've got too many schools we've got to rebuild,
too many students we want to send to college.  We've got too
much homegrown energy we still have to generate, too many
troops we've still got to bring home. We've got too many doors
of opportunity we still have to open up for everybody who is
willing to work hard and walk through those doors. 
(Applause.)  



 
That's what's at stake right now.  That's why I'm

running.  That's why I need your help.  In 2008, I said to you
I am not a perfect man and I won't be a perfect President. 
But I promised you that I would spend every single day fighting
as hard as I knew how for you.  And I have kept that promise. 
Because I still believe in you.  (Applause.)  And, Colorado, if
you still believe in me -- if you're willing to work with me
and stand with me, and knock on doors with me, and make phone
calls with me, we will win Colorado -- (applause) -- and we
will win this election.  And we will finish what we started. 
And we will remind the world why America is the greatest nation
on Earth. 

 
God bless you.  And God bless the United States of

America.  (Applause.)
             
                        END                2:27 P.M. MDT
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Iowa!  (Applause.)  It's good to be
back!  (Applause.)  Well, it is good to be back in Iowa! 
(Applause.)  I miss you guys.

 
AUDIENCE:  Obama!  Obama!  Obama!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you! 
 
First of all, can everybody please give Patricia a big

round of applause for the great introduction?  (Applause.)  A
couple other people I want to acknowledge -- your outstanding
former governor, now I think the best Secretary of Agriculture
we've ever had -- Tom Vilsack.  (Applause.)  Congressman
Leonard Boswell.  (Applause.)  And Mayor Tom Hanafan. 
(Applause.)

 
See, the sun is coming out -- (applause.)  I love being

back in Iowa.  Now, we're starting here in Council Bluffs, but
we're going to be heading east and I think I'm going to end at
the State Fair.  (Applause.)  Michelle has told me I cannot
have a fried Twinkie.  (Laughter.)  But I will be checking out
the butter cow and I understand this year there's a chocolate
moose.  (Laughter.)  So I'm going to have to take a look at
that if I can.

 
The last time I went to the State Fair, Secret Service let

me do the bumper cars, but they said this year -- I wasn’t
President yet, so I could do that.  (Laughter.)  But not this
time. 

 
Now, before I get started, I just want to say a few words

about the drought, because it's had such an impact on this
state and all across the country.  Right now folks here in Iowa
and across the heartland, we're suffering from one of the worst
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droughts in 50 years.  Farmers, ranchers depend on a good crop
season to pay the bills and put a roof over their heads.  And I
know things are tough right now.

 
The best way to help these states is for the folks in

Congress to pass a farm bill that not only helps farmers and
ranchers respond to natural disasters, but also makes some
necessary reforms and gives farmers and ranchers some long-term
certainty.  

 
Unfortunately, right now, too many members of Congress are

blocking the farm bill from becoming law. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I am told that Governor Romney's new
running mate, Paul Ryan, might be around Iowa the next few days
-- he is one of the leaders of Congress standing in the way. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  So if you happen to see Congressman Ryan,
tell him how important this farm bill is to Iowa and our rural
communities.  We've got to put politics aside when it comes to
doing the right thing for rural America and for Iowa. 
(Applause.) 
 

Now, it's always a problem waiting for Congress.  So in
the meantime, I've made sure my administration, led by Tom
Vilsack, is doing everything we can to provide relief to those
who need it.  So last week, we announced $30 million to help
ranchers and farmers get more water to livestock and
rehabilitate land affected by drought.

And today, we’re announcing that the federal government
will help livestock producers by purchasing over $150 million
worth of meat and fish right now, while prices are low --
we'll freeze it for later, but -- we've got a lot of freezers. 
(Laughter.)  And that way, that will help ranchers who are
going through tough times right now, and also, over the long
term, obviously that food is going to be spent by folks at the
Pentagon and other places.

America depends on farmers and ranchers to put food on the
table; depends on farmers and ranchers to feed our families. 
So we've got to be there for them -- not just today, but
tomorrow, and every day until this drought passes -- because we
are Americans, that’s what we do.  We take care of each other. 
And when tough times strike our neighbors, we give them a
hand.  (Applause.)

Now, that speaks to the larger idea of why I'm here, the
notion that I'm my brother’s keeper, I'm my sister’s keeper,
the idea that we're in this together, that was at the heart of
the journey that began here in Iowa five years ago. 
(Applause.)  We spent a lot of time on bus tours like this one
-- at school gyms and family farms and small businesses across
this state – although, I have to say the bus we had wasn’t as
nice as this one.  (Laughter.)  We used to get some buses. 
(Laughter.)     

And that campaign back in 2007-2008, it had plenty of ups



and downs, but no matter what, you, the people of Iowa, had my
back.  (Applause.)  You had my back.  When the pundits had
written us off, when we were down in the polls, you believed in
me, and I believed in you.  And it was on your front porches
and in your backyards where the movement for change in this
country began. 

 
But our journey is not finished.  Not yet.  I’m going to

spend the next three days driving all across this state just
like I did in 2007 -- from Council Bluffs to the Quad Cities -
- because once more, you face a choice in November.  And that
choice could not be bigger.  It is not just a choice between
two candidates or two political parties.  More than any other
election in recent memory, this is a choice between two
fundamentally different visions of this country and the path
that we have to take. 

 
And the direction that you choose when you walk into that

voting booth in November is going to have an impact not just
on your lives but on your children's lives, your
grandchildren's lives for decades to come.  This one counts. 
(Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Think about this, Council Bluffs.  Four

years ago, we came together -- and it wasn’t just Democrats, it
was independents and some Republicans -- because we understood
that we needed to restore the basic bargain that made this
country great, the basic deal that created the greatest middle
class and the most prosperous economy the world has ever known.
 

And it’s a simple bargain.  It says if you work hard, your
work should be rewarded.  If you act responsibly, and you put
in enough effort, you should be able to find a job that pays
the bills, have a home you can call your own, count on health
care when you get sick -- (applause) -- put away enough to
retire with dignity and respect -- (applause) -- and most of
all, give your kids an education that allows them to dream even
bigger than you did, and do even better than you did.  That's
the American promise.  (Applause.)  That's the American Dream. 
 

And the reason we came together was because we had seen a
decade in which that dream was being betrayed.  We had gone
through a decade where jobs were being shipped overseas, where
you were working harder but making less while the cost of
everything from health care to a college education kept on
going up.  And it all culminated in the worst financial crisis
since the Great Depression.

 
And so we knew that restoring the basic bargain that made

this country was not going to be easy.  We knew it would take
more than one year, or one term, or even one President.  And
that was before the crisis hit and we saw friends and neighbors
lose their job, or lose their home, lose their savings, pushing
the American Dream even further out of reach for too many
working people.

 
But over the last three and a half years, we've seen

America's grit.  You folks are tougher than any tough time. 



(Applause.)  When we get knocked down we stand back up. 
(Applause.)  Some workers lost their jobs -- they went back to
community college, got retrained and now have got a new job. 
Small businesses kept their doors open by hook or by crook. 
And so, slowly, we've seen 4.5 million new jobs created, half a
million new manufacturing jobs -- the most since the great --
most since the 1990s.

 
And what we realized was that no matter how bad the crisis

was, one thing did not change, and that is the character of the
American people and the resilience of the American people. 
(Applause.)  And what hasn’t changed is our determination to do
what we came together in 2008 to do -- and that is to make
sure that in America hard work pays off -- so that no matter
who you are, or where you come from, or what you look like,
you can make it here in America if you try.  (Applause.) 
 

That’s what this campaign is about, Iowa.  And that’s why
I’m running for a second term as President of the United States
of America.  (Applause.)
 

I told you -- four years ago I said there aren’t going to
be quick fixes, there won't be easy solutions.  The challenges
we face had been building up for decades.  And that’s still
true today.  But I want everybody to know that we have the
capacity to meet every challenge.  We've got the best workers
in the world.  We've got the best entrepreneurs in the world. 
We've got the best colleges, the best universities, the best
researchers in the world, the best scientists in the world. 
We're still a young nation.  We've got the greatest diversity
of talent and ingenuity -- people come here from every corner
of the globe.  They want to be here.  So whatever the naysayers
may say, or folks who try to make things look dark, listen,
there is not another country on Earth that wouldn’t trade
places with the United States of America.  (Applause.)  
 

What’s holding us back right now is Washington politics.
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You’ve got folks on the other side who

think "compromise" is a dirty word, and whose main idea is to
go back to the same old top-down economics that got us into
this mess in the first place. 
       

This weekend, my opponent, Mr. Romney, chose as his
running mate the ideological leader of the Republicans in
Congress.  And I've got to tell you, I know Congressman Ryan. 
He's a good man, he's a family man.  He is an articulate
spokesman for Governor Romney’s vision.  But the problem is
that vision is one that I fundamentally disagree with.
(Applause.)

 
Governor Romney and his allies in Congress, they think

that if we just get rid of more regulations on big corporations
and give more tax breaks to the wealthiest Americans, if we end
Medicare as we know it, make it a voucher system, then somehow
this is all going to lead to jobs and prosperity for
everybody. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --



 
THE PRESIDENT:  The centerpiece of Mr. Romney’s entire

economic plan is a new $5 trillion tax cut, a lot of it going
to the very wealthiest Americans.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Last week, an independent study -- not by

me, but by independent economists -- said that Governor
Romney's plan would actually raise taxes on middle-class
families with children by an average of $2,000 apiece.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, this wouldn't be done -- not to

reduce the deficit.  It's not going to be done to create jobs
or put folks back to work rebuilding our roads or bridges or
schools.  This is you guys paying an extra $2,000 to give
another $250,000 tax cut to folks who are making more than $3
million a year.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Does this sound familiar to you?  They

have tried to sell us this trickle-down theory before.  And
guess what -- every time it's been tried it has not worked. 
It did not work then; it won’t work now.  It won't create
jobs.  It won't lower our deficit.  It is not a plan to move
our economy forward.  We do not need more tax cuts for the
wealthiest Americans -- we need tax relief for working
families.  (Applause.)

 
You need tax relief -- folks who are trying to raise kids

and keep them healthy and put a roof over their heads and send
them to college.  And that’s the choice in this election. 
That’s the reason I’m running again.
 

Four years ago, I promised to cut middle-class taxes --
and by the way, that’s exactly what I’ve done.  (Applause.) 
The average working family here in Iowa and across the country
has seen their tax rates go down about $3,600.  So when you
see -- when you hear the other side talking about Democrats
raising your taxes -- your taxes are lower since I've been
President.  (Applause.)  That's the truth.

 
Now, I want to keep your taxes right where they are for

the first $250,000 of everybody’s income.  So if your family
makes under $250,000 -- which, by the way, is 98 percent of
Americans -- you won’t see your income taxes go up by a single
dime next year.  (Applause.)  Ninety-seven percent of small
businesses will not see their taxes go up.  (Applause.)
 

But here's the thing, Council Bluffs.  This is important.
If --

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  And Omaha!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And Omaha.  We love you.  (Applause.) 

Didn’t want to leave our Nebraska folks left out here.
(Applause.)

 



But here's the thing.  If you’re lucky enough and
fortunate enough and been blessed enough to be in the other 2
percent, the top 2 percent, you still get a tax cut for your
first $250,000 of income.  All we’re saying is, after that,
maybe you can do a little bit more to help pay down this
deficit and invest in things like education that help our
economy grow.  (Applause.)  

 
And listen, government is going to do its part.  We've

already cut a trillion dollars of savings -- of spending. 
We're going to cut more.  We've got to streamline government
and make it work efficiently and effectively.  But what we also
can do is just ask folks like me to do a little bit more.  And
all we're asking is for folks like me to go back to the rates
that we paid under Bill Clinton -- and by the way, that was a
time when we created nearly 23 million new jobs, and we created
the biggest budget surplus in history.  (Applause.)  And here's
the kicker  -- folks at the top actually did well because,
guess what, when a factory worker or a construction worker or a
receptionist or a teacher or a firefighter or a cop -- when
they've got a little more money in their pockets, what do they
do?

 
AUDIENCE:  Spend it!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Maybe they go out and buy a new car, after

having been driving that old beater around for the last 15
years.  Maybe they finally get the new dishwasher because the
old one has been broke for a long time.  Maybe they go buy a
computer for their kid for the new school year, or they go to a
restaurant, or heaven forbid, they take a vacation.  And that
means businesses suddenly have more customers.  And then
businesses start hiring more workers because they're making
more profit.  And everybody does better.  That's how we grow
the economy -- not from the top down, but from the middle out,
and from the bottom out.  (Applause.)

 
That's the choice in this election.  And that’s why I’m

running for a second term as President of the United States. 
(Applause.)  
 

You know, across the board, there is a sharp contrast
between me and Mr. Romney.  When the auto industry was on the
brink of collapse, more than a million jobs at stake, Governor
Romney said, “let Detroit go bankrupt.”  I bet on American
workers.  I bet on American manufacturing.  And three years
later, the American auto industry has come roaring back. 
(Applause.)  So now I want to make sure that high-tech
manufacturing jobs are taking root here, not in China.  I want
them to take root here in Council Bluffs.
 

Governor Romney, he likes to brag about his private sector
experience.  A bunch of that private sector experience was
investing in companies that have been called “pioneers” of
outsourcing.  Let me tell you something -- I want insourcing,
not outsourcing.  (Applause.)  I want to stop giving tax breaks
to companies that are shipping jobs overseas.  Let’s give tax
breaks to companies that are investing here in the United
States of America -- (applause) -- hiring American workers to
make American products to sell around the world, stamped with
those words:  Made in America.  That’s what I believe in. 



(Applause.)
    

Here’s another difference.  Right now, homegrown energy,
things like wind energy -- creating new jobs all across the
states like Iowa -- and Governor Romney wants to end tax
credits for wind energy producers.  America now produces twice
as much electricity from wind as we did before I took office. 
(Applause.)  We’ve doubled the amount of electricity we’re
producing with wind.  The wind industry supports about 7,000
jobs in Iowa.  Without these wind energy tax credits, a whole
lot of these jobs would be at risk -- 37,000 jobs across this
country would be at risk. 

 
So I think we should stop spending billions on taxpayer

subsidies for an oil industry that is making all kinds of
profit, and let’s keep investing in the clean energy that's
never been more promising.  (Applause.)  That’s a disagreement
I’ve got with Governor Romney.  That’s a choice in this
election. 
 

Back in 2008, I said it was time to end the war in Iraq -
- we ended it.  (Applause.)  I said it was time for us to go
after bin Laden and al Qaeda -- and we did.  (Applause.) 
We’ve set a timeline to start bringing our troops out of
Afghanistan, and so after a decade of war, I think it’s time
to do some nation-building here at home.  (Applause.) 

 
     Now, we could not have accomplished any of this without
the extraordinary service of our men and women in uniform. 
(Applause.)  And I promise you this -- as long as I am
Commander-in-Chief, this country will care for our veterans and
serve our veterans as well as they’ve served us.  (Applause.) 
Nobody who has fought for this country should have to fight for
a job or a roof over their heads when they come home.  That’s
why we’ve invested so heavily in making sure that the VA is
working the way it’s supposed to.  That’s why we’ve put more
money into treatment of PTSD and traumatic brain injury; ending
homelessness* among veterans.  But those are investments that
we’ve got to make. 

 
And my plan says let’s take half the money that we’re no

longer spending on war and let’s also use it to put people back
to work building our roads and our runways and our ports and
our wireless networks -- (applause) -- and creating a Veterans
Job Corps so local communities can hire our veterans to be
firefighters and police officers in communities that need it.
That’s the America that we want to build.  That’s the choice in
this election.  That’s why I’m running for a second term. 
(Applause.)  
 

I want to make sure that America once again leads the
world in educating our kids and training our workers.  I want
to help our schools hire and reward the best teachers,
especially in math and science.  I want to give two million
more Americans the chance to go to community college and learn
the skills that businesses are hiring for right now. 
(Applause.)  And I want to get colleges and universities to
bring down the cost of tuition once and for all -- (applause) -
- because higher education is not a luxury; it’s an economic
necessity in the 21st century.  Everybody should be able to
afford it.  (Applause.)



 
I’ve got a plan to help homeowners refinance their homes

at historically low rates -- save an average of $3,000.  My
opponent’s solution is to let the market bottom out.  That’s
what he said.  That’s not a solution -- that’s part of the
problem.  That’s the difference in this election. 

 
My opponent says one of the first things he’d do is repeal

Obamacare.
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --

   
THE PRESIDENT:  I think that part of being middle class in

America is making sure you don’t go bankrupt when you get
sick.  (Applause.)  That’s why, because of this law, if you’ve
got a preexisting condition, you’ll be able to get health
insurance.  (Applause.)  That’s why 6.5 million young people
can now stay on their parent’s plan.  That’s why seniors are
now getting discounts on their prescription drugs.  That’s why
insurance companies can’t drop your coverage or impose lifetime
limits when you need it most.  (Applause.)
 

It’s true -- Obama does care.  That’s why we passed this
bill.  (Applause.)  The Supreme Court has spoken.  We’re not
going backward, we are going forward.  (Applause.)
 

All these things, whether it’s bringing back
manufacturing, creating more construction jobs, protecting
people’s health care, making sure your kids get the best
education, making sure our veterans have the same kind of
opportunity my grandfather had when he came back from World War
II and was able to go to college on the GI Bill.  All these
things are part of what makes up a middle-class life.  And
they’re all bound together in that idea that made this country
great -- that basic promise that if you work hard, you can get
ahead. 

 
It’s not always going to be smooth.  There are going to

be times where times are tough.  But the basic idea that if
you work hard and look after your family, that work is going
to be rewarded.  That’s the promise that our parents and
grandparents passed down to us.  And now it’s the promise we’ve
got to pass on to our kids and our grandkids.  That’s what’s at
stake in this election. 
 

And so, over the next three months, you are going to see
the other side spend more money on negative ads than we’ve ever
seen in history; and these folks, they’ve got some really rich
people writing $10 million checks.  And basically, they’re
going to say the same thing over and over again.  They know
their economic theories aren’t going to sell, because folks
remember when we tried them.  So all they’re going to say is
the economy is not as good as it should and it’s Obama’s
fault.  And they expect you to have amnesia and not remember
who it is that got us into this mess.  (Applause.)  But they
figure, if we run these ads often enough, maybe folks will
start kind of thinking about it.  That is true.  (Laughter.)  
 

So they may have a plan to win the election, but they
can’t hide the fact that they don’t have a plan to create jobs
or revive the middle class or grow the economy.  And I do have



that plan.  (Applause.)  I’ve got a plan that puts you first. 
(Applause.)  I’ve got a plan that puts middle-class families
and folks striving to get into the middle class first. 
(Applause.)

 
But I’m going to need your help.  I’m going to need your

help.  I’ve got to make sure you’re registered.  I’ve got to
make sure your friends are registered to vote.  In Iowa, you
can get registered online.  All you have to do is go
GottaRegister.com.  That’s g-o-t-t-a -- gotta.  (Laughter.) 
GottaRegister.com.  
 

The thing is, we’ve been outspent before and we’ve been
counted out before.  But what you taught me in 2007, 2008 was
that when the American people cut through all the nonsense,
when you focus your attention and you remember the story of
your own families and all the struggles your parents and
grandparents went through, and how maybe because you got a
student loan somewhere, or maybe because your dad was able to
get that job at the factory, you guys were able to build a good
life together -- just like Michelle and I were able to get
opportunities that our parents could have never imagined.  When
you focus on that thing that is best in America, the way we
pull together and give everybody a fair shot, and everybody is
doing their fair share, and everybody is playing by the same
set of rules, and everybody is taking responsibility -- when
you come together and reaffirm those core values that make this
the greatest country on Earth, you can’t be stopped.  All the
money those folks are spending doesn’t matter.  You are our
democracy.  You make decisions about the direction of this
country. 

 
And, Iowa, I’ve got to tell you, we’ve come too far to go

back now.  (Applause.)  We’ve got too many good jobs we still
have to create.  We’ve got too many teachers we’ve still got to
hire.  We’ve got too many schools we still have to rebuild. 
We’ve got too many students who still need help getting an
affordable education.  We’ve got more homegrown energy we’ve
got to generate.  We’ve got more troops we’ve got to bring
home.  Most of all, we’ve got more doors of opportunity that
we’ve got to open for everybody who’s willing to work hard
enough to walk through those doors.
 

That is what is at stake in this election.  That is why I
am running for President of the United States.  (Applause.) 
That is why I’m asking for your vote -- not just for me, but
for this country that we believe in.  (Applause.)  And if
you’re willing to work with me and stand with me, and knock on
doors with me, and make phone calls with me -- if you vote for
me in November, we will win Iowa, we will win this election. 
We’ll finish what we started in 2008.  And we’ll remind the
world why the United States of America is the greatest nation
on Earth.  (Applause.)  
 

God bless you, and God bless the United States of America.
 
                        END           12:04 P.M. CDT 

-----
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, everybody!  (Applause.)  Thank
you!  It's good to be back!  Thank you so much.  (Applause.) 
It is good to be back in Iowa, and it's good to be back in
Boone County!  (Applause.)  
 
     A couple of folks I want to acknowledge -- first of all,
your outstanding former governor and now I think the best
Secretary of Agriculture we've ever had -- Tom Vilsack. 
(Applause.)  A great friend of mine, my co-chair for my
campaign when I was just getting started in 2007-2008 -- he
took a risk on me when nobody could pronounce my name -- Tom
Miller is in the house, Attorney General of the great state of
Iowa.  (Applause.) And please give Dave a big round of
applause for the great introduction.  (Applause.)
 
     Dave may have mentioned he is a music teacher.  And I
told him that Malia and Sasha have been practicing their
piano.  (Laughter.)  And Malia plays a little flute.  But he
mentioned that he thought -- he had heard me sing, and he
thought that I had really good pitch.  (Applause.)  So Dave
says he's got a band and maybe after I'm finished with the
presidency, he said maybe I could be front man for the band. 
(Applause.)  He said maybe I could be lead singer.  That would
be all right.  (Applause.)
 
     But, listen, it is wonderful to be back in Iowa.  It is
wonderful to see some familiar faces and some good friends on
a beautiful summer day.  It was on your front porches and in
some of your backyards where our movement for change started. 
(Applause.)  We spent a lot of time in Iowa, and I felt like
an adopted son of Iowa.  (Applause.)  We took bus tours all
throughout the state -- although I've got to admit the bus
wasn’t as nice as the one I've got now.  (Laughter.)  And we
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went to school gyms and family farms and small businesses all
across the state.
 

But here's the thing -- our journey is not done.  It's
not done.  So I’m going to spend the next three days driving
all the way across the state, just like we did in 2007 -- from
Council Bluffs all the way to the Quad Cities -- (applause) --
and I'm going to work just as hard, maybe harder, in this
campaign as I did in the last one because the choice that you
in November couldn't be bigger. 

 
It is not just a choice between two candidates or two

political parties.  But more than any election in recent
memory, this is a choice between two fundamentally different
visions about how we move this country forward.  (Applause.) 
And the direction that we choose -- the direction that you
choose when you walk into that voting booth in November is
going to have an impact not just on your lives, but on the
lives of these young people here, the lives of your children,
the lives of your grandchildren for decades to come. 
 

Think about it.  When we came together four years ago --
and it wasn’t just Democrats, we had independents and some
Republicans get involved -- the idea was to restore the basic
bargain that made this country great, the basic idea that says
if work hard in this country then you can get ahead; that if
you put in the effort and you are responsible, then you can
find a job that pays the bills.  You can have a home that you
call your own. You won't go bankrupt when you get sick.  You
can retire with some dignity and some respect.  And maybe most
importantly, you know that your kids can get a great education
and they can dream bigger and do even better than you did. 
(Applause.)
 

That is the core of the American Dream.  That's the
American promise.  (Applause.)  Now, the problem is, is that
we had gone through a decade where that promise wasn’t being
met, it wasn’t being kept.  So we had gone through a decade
where jobs were being shipped overseas, where you were working
harder but you were bringing in less.  Costs of college, costs
of health care were all going up -- cost of food, cost of gas
all were going up. We ran two wars on a credit card.  Tax cuts
we didn’t need and that didn’t create jobs.  And it all
culminated in the worst financial crisis since the Great
Depression.

 
So we knew that meeting these challenges that had been

building up for over a decade, that it wasn't going to be
easy.  We knew it was going to take more than one year, or
one term, or even one President.  But what we also knew was
that Americans are tougher than tough times.  And so, even
though this crisis that hit us in 2008 and 2009 was bad --
even though a lot of folks lost their jobs and a lot of folks
lost homes and a lot of folks lost savings, so that the middle
class felt even more under the gun than they were before --
what we knew was that the American people are resilient and we
are tough.  (Applause.)

 
And so, for the last three and a half years we've rolled

up our sleeves and we've worked hard.  And small businesses



have kept their doors open.  And folks, even if they got laid
off, they've retrained to find new jobs.  And we created 4.5
million new jobs, half a million more in manufacturing.  The
auto industry is back on top.  (Applause.)   

 
And so, we've made progress but we've got a lot more work

to do.  We've got a lot more work to do.
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We can do it!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  We can do it.  I agree.  (Applause.)  We

can. 
 
Now, here's the thing.  Some people, they're naysayers

and they say, oh, America is declining.  And they try to paint
things as dark as possible, especially during election time. 
But here's what I want everybody to know.  We've got so many
things going for us compared to the rest of the world.  We've
still got the best workers in the world.  We've got the best
entrepreneurs in the world.  We've got the best scientists and
the best researchers in the world.  We've got the best
colleges and the best universities in the world.  (Applause.) 
We know how to work hard.  And we're a young country and
we're a country that draws on the diversity of folks who want
to come here from all around the world to be part of this
American Dream.  And most importantly, the crisis has not
changed our character.  It hasn't changed who we are.  It
hasn't changed our sense of determination and our sense of
neighborliness and our understanding that we're in this thing
together. 

 
And so we've come together, just like we did in 2008,

because our mission is not yet finished.  We are here to build
an economy where hard work pays off.  And so, no matter who
you are or what you look like or where you come from, you can
make it if you try here in America.  (Applause.)

 
That's what this campaign is about and that's why I'm

running for a second term as President of the United States of
America.  (Applause.) 

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Just as I said that we've got a lot of

things going for us, there aren't any quick fixes or easy
solutions to some of our challenges.  We're going to have to
keep working.  We're going to meet these challenges.  But the
main problem we've got is not a lack of good ideas.  It's not
that we don't have good solutions to our problems.  The big
problem we've got right now is politics in Washington. 
(Applause.)  The big problem we've got is one party just
thinks that compromise is a dirty word.  And they've got an
economic theory that basically wants to go back to the old
top-down economics that got us into this mess in the first
place. 

 
Now, look, over the weekend my opponent chose as his

running mate the ideological leader of the Republicans in
Congress.  And I've gotten to know Congressman Ryan.  He's a
good man.  He's a family man.  He's a very articulate



spokesperson for Governor Romney's vision.  The problem is
it's the wrong vision for America.  It's a vision that I
fundamentally disagree with.  (Applause.)

 
Their main recipe for solving America’s problems is

getting rid of regulations on big corporations and big banks,
and then giving more tax breaks to the wealthiest Americans. 
And their theory is that somehow that’s going to lead to jobs
and prosperity for everybody.  In fact, the centerpiece of
Governor Romney’s entire economic plan is a new -- you heard
this from Dave -- is a new $5 trillion tax cut, a lot of it
going to the wealthiest Americans. 

 
Now, keep in mind, these are the folks who say the

deficit and the debt are the biggest problem we’ve got.  And
yet, they now want to give a $5 trillion tax cut.  I know the
numbers get so big, but I just want you to get a sense -- our
entire defense budget annually is $500 billion.  So what this
means is, a $5 trillion tax break over 10 years, that’s the
equivalent of the entire defense budget going out as a tax cut
every single year. 

 
Now, keep in mind that this is going disproportionately

to the wealthiest Americans.  Last week, we found out that
Governor Romney expects you, middle-class families, to pick up
the tab for this big tax cut.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And please don’t take my word for it. 

You can go to their website and look at their plan.  And then
independent economists have looked at this thing and they said
that Governor Romney’s tax plan would actually raise taxes on
middle-class families with children by an average of $2,000.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, keep in mind, this is not $2,000 to

reduce the deficit, or to grow jobs, or to invest in
education, or make college more affordable, or to rebuild our
roads.  This is $2,000 to give another $250,000 tax cut to
people making more than $3 million a year.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, let me just see a show of hands. 

How many folks are making more than $3 million a year? 
(Laughter.)  Okay, this guy back here.  (Laughter.)  I’m
looking for a campaign contribution.  (Laughter and
applause.)  Let me tell you something -- they have tried to
sell us this trickle-down fairy dust before.  And it did not
work then; it won’t work now.  It’s not a plan to create
jobs.  It’s not a plan to cut the deficit.  And it’s not a
plan to move our economy forward.   
 

We don’t need more tax cuts for the wealthiest
Americans.  We don’t need a tax cut for Mr. Romney.  We don’t
need a tax cut for me.  We need tax relief for middle-class
families who are out there working, to make sure that their
kids are healthy and their kids can go to college. 



(Applause.) 
 
That’s the choice in this election.  That’s why I’m

running for President -- because I’ve got a different idea. 
I’ve got a different idea than Mr. Romney.
 

When I came into office, I promised that I would cut
middle-class taxes.  And you know what, I’ve kept that
promise.  (Applause.) 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  You did!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  When you hear these Republicans saying

that, oh, Obama is all about spending and raising taxes -- let
me tell you, the typical family is paying $3,600 less in taxes
than when I came into office.  (Applause.)  That’s the truth. 
That’s a fact. 

 
So now I want to keep taxes right where they are on the

first $250,000 of everybody’s income.  So if your family makes
$250,000 a year or less -- like 98 percent of Americans -- you
won’t see your income taxes increase by a single dime next
year under my plan.  Not one dime.  (Applause.)
 

Now, if you’re fortunate enough to be in the other 2
percent, you’ll still get a tax cut for your first $250,000
worth of income.  But after that, we’re asking you to
contribute a little bit more so we can pay down our deficit
and invest in things like education that help our economy
grow.  (Applause.) 
 
 
 
 
 

I'll make sure the government does its part by cutting
away spending we don't need.  We've already cut a trillion
dollars of spending we didn't need and we can do more.  I want
to do another trillion, trillion and a half of cuts. 
 
     But we've also got to match that with folks like me and
Governor Romney doing our fair share.  And all we're asking is
that we go back to the same rates that we paid under Bill
Clinton.  (Applause.)  And you know what, that was a time when
our economy created nearly 23 million new jobs, the biggest
budget surplus in history, and millionaires did pretty good
too. 
     See, what happens is that when a teacher or a
construction worker or a family farm or a receptionist or a
nurse, when they've got a little extra money, what do you do? 
You end up spending it on things you need.  So maybe you
haven't got a new car in 10, 15 years -- you go out and buy a
car.  Or maybe the washing machine is broke and you decide to
buy a new washing machine.  Maybe you go out to a restaurant
on a special occasion. Maybe you take a vacation once in a
while.  That money goes into the economy; businesses have more
customers; they hire more workers and everybody is better off
from top to bottom. 
 

I don't believe in top-down economics.  I believe in



middle class-out economics.  I believe in bottom-up
economics.  That's how you grow an economy.  That's the choice
in this election.  And that's why I'm running for a second
term as President of the United States.  (Applause.)
 
     There's a difference between me and Mr. Romney on almost
every issue.  When the American auto industry was on the brink
of collapse, more than 1 million jobs were on the line,
Governor Romney said let's "let Detroit go bankrupt."  I said
let's bet on the American worker.  And three years later, the
American auto industry is back on top.  GM is number one
again.  (Applause.)
Now, so I want to make sure that hi-tech manufacturing jobs
are taking root right here in Boone -- not in China, not in
Germany.
 

Governor Romney, he likes to tout his private sector
experience.  But a lot of that experience is investing in
companies that were called "pioneers" of outsourcing.  We
don't need more outsourcing.  We need some insourcing. 
(Applause.) 
I want to take away tax breaks.  Let's stop giving tax breaks
to companies that are shipping jobs overseas.  Let's give
those tax breaks to companies that are investing right here in
Iowa, right here in the United States of America. 
(Applause.)  That's the choice in this election. 

 
My opponent and I disagree when it comes to homegrown

energy like wind.  Wind power is creating new jobs all across
Iowa.  But Governor Romney says he wants to end the tax credit
for wind energy producers.  Now, America generates more than
twice as much electricity from wind than when I took office. 
(Applause.)  That's right.  The wind industry supports about
7,000 jobs right here in Iowa.  Without these wind energy tax
credits, those jobs are at risk -- 37,000 jobs across the
country would be at risk.

 
So my attitude is let's stop giving taxpayer subsidies to

oil companies that don't need them, and let's invest in clean
energy that will put people back to work right here in Iowa. 
That's a choice in this election.  (Applause.) 

 
I'm running because in 2008, I promised to end the war in

Iraq -- and I did.  (Applause.)  I promised to go after al
Qaeda and bin Laden -- and we did.  (Applause.)  We're putting
a timeline to get our troops out of Afghanistan and put
Afghans in charge of their own security.  So all of this is
possible only because of the extraordinary sacrifice and
service of our men and women in uniform.  And we are so proud
of them.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, we've got to do right by them.  We've got to make

sure we're serving our veterans as well as they've served us. 
(Applause.)  That's why we've put more money into the VA,
making sure that folks are getting the benefits that they have
earned, whether it's the wounds that are seen or the wounds
that are unseen. 

 
But it also means that after a decade of war, we need to

do some nation-building here at home, so that all our men and



women in uniform are coming home to good-paying jobs. 
(Applause.)
That's why I've said let's take half the money that we were
spending on war and let's put folks back to work right here in
the United States of America.  (Applause.)  Let's put them
back to work rebuilding schools and rebuilding roads and
rebuilding bridges.  (Applause.)  And let's create a Veterans
Jobs Corp to help hire veterans to become cops and
firefighters in communities that need them the most. 
(Applause.) 
 

That's the America we want to build.  That's the choice
in this election.  That's why I'm running for a second term as
President of the United States.  (Applause.)

 
I'm running because I want to make sure that once again,

America has the best education system in the world. 
(Applause.) So I want to help our schools hire and reward the
best teachers, especially in math and science.  I want to give
2 million more Americans a chance to go to community colleges
to get trained for the jobs that businesses are hiring for
right now.  (Applause.)
 
     And we have a plan to push colleges and universities to
bring down their cost of tuition, because young people, they
can't be burdened with tens of thousands of dollars' worth of
debt when they go to school.  A higher education isn't a
luxury anymore.  It is an economic necessity in the 21st
century.  And we are going to help them get the education that
they need.  (Applause.)
 
     Across the board, Governor Romney and I just see the
world differently.  When it comes to housing, I want to make
sure that everybody who hasn't yet taken advantage of these
historically low interest rates has a chance to refinance
their homes.  It can save folks up to $3,000.  Governor
Romney's plan, he said just let the housing market bottom
out.  That's not a solution.  That's part of the problem. 
 
     He has got a different view than I do in terms of how we
move this country forward.  When it comes to health care, I
guess he used to agree with me because he had the same health
care plan that I do in Massachusetts.  (Applause.)  And, by
the way, that plan is working pretty good.  (Applause.)
 
     Now, he says he wants to kill Obamacare.  Well, first of
all, I don't mind it being called Obamacare because, it's
true, I do care.  That's why I passed the bill.  I do care. 
(Applause.) I care about folks who have preexisting conditions
and couldn't get insurance.  That's why we passed the bill. 
(Applause.)  I care about the 6.5 million young people who can
now stay on their parent's plan because of this bill. 
(Applause.)  I care about the seniors who were paying too much
for their prescription drugs.  We're closing the doughnut hole
because of this bill and lowering their prescription drug
costs.  (Applause.)
 
     So I don't believe that you should go broke when you get
sick in this country.  And I'll work with anybody who wants to
continue to improve our health care system.  But the Supreme



Court has spoken -- the law is here to stay.  We're not
spending the next four years refighting that battle. 
(Applause.)  We're moving forward.  We're not going
backwards.  That's a choice in this election.  (Applause.)
 
     So, Boone, all these things -- whether it's bringing
manufacturing jobs back, putting folks back to work in
construction, protecting your health care, making sure our
kids are getting the best education possible and they can
afford to go to college -- all these things that make up that
American Dream, that make up a middle-class life, they all tie
together.  They're central to that idea that made this country
great, the promise that if you work hard you get ahead; that
everybody has a fair shot and everybody is doing their fair
share and everybody is playing by the same set of rules. 
 

It's the promise that our parents and our grandparents
passed down to us.  That's the promise that allowed me as the
child of a single mom to become President of the United
States.  (Applause.)  It's the promise that allowed Michelle,
whose dad was a blue-collar worker and her mom was a
secretary, to become the First Lady.  (Applause.)  It's the
promise that all of you have seen in your own lives.  And now,
it's time for us to pass that down to our kids and our
grandkids.

 
So over the next three months, the other side will spend

more money than you have ever seen running the same ad over
and over again, basically, which says, the economy is not
where it should be and it's Obama's fault.  They just repeat
it over and over again.  They've got different variations, but
it's all the same theme.  And --

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  They're not right!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, they're not constrained by the

facts, in terms of these ads that they run.  (Applause.) 
They'll just make stuff up.  And that may be a plan to win the
election, but the reason they’ve got to do that is because
they know they don’t have a plan to create jobs.  They don’t
have a plan to grow the economy.  They don’t have a plan to
revive the middle class.  What they’re selling, you’re not
buying.  That’s why they don’t talk about it. 

 
I’ve got that plan.  And we can make it work, but I’m

going to need your help.  I‘ve got to make sure everybody here
is registered to vote.  I’ve got to make sure everybody is
getting their friends and their neighbors, their family
members to register to vote.  (Applause.)  You can get a voter
registration form online.  You go to GottaRegister.com. 
That’s gotta -- g-o-t-t-a --GottaRegister.com.    
 

But if you guys get involved, we can’t lose.  I’ve been
outspent before and I’ve been counted out before.  But the
reason I love this state is because all of you gave me a
chance.  (Applause.)  I had a chance to talk to you and meet
you, and share stories with you. 

 
And I used to say back in 2088 that I’m not a perfect man

and I won’t be a perfect President.  But I told you I’d always



tell you what I thought, always tell you where I stood, and
I’d fight every single day as hard as I knew how for you.  And
the reason is because I see myself in you.  (Applause.)  When
I see your grandparents, I see my grandparents.  And when I
see your kids, I see Malia and Sasha. 

 
And we know what it’s like to work and to fight hard to

get ahead.  And I want everybody in America to have that same
chance that I had.  Because we have come too far to turn back
now, Iowa. (Applause.)  We’ve got too many good jobs to
create.  We’ve got too many great teachers to hire.  We’ve got
too many schools to rebuild.  We’ve got too many students who
need to get a college education.  (Applause.)  We’ve got too
many wind farms to build.  We’ve got more troops we’ve got to
bring back home.  We’ve got to open up more doors to
opportunity.  (Applause.)  

 
And if you’ll stand with me and work with me, and

organize with me and knock on doors with me, Boone, I promise
you, we will win Iowa and we will win this election. 
(Applause.)  And we’ll remind the world why this is the
greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.)  
 

God bless you, and God bless America.  (Applause.)
 
                        END                5:40 P.M. CDT
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Cyclones!  Thank you.  (Applause.) 
It is good to be back in Iowa.  Please give Mischa a big round
of applause for the great introduction.  (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We love you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back, and I'm glad to be here. 

(Applause.)  You guys look pretty cheerful being back at
school.  That's good to know.  (Applause.)  Yes, sort of? 
(Laughter.) 

 
Well, listen, before I begin, I think it's important to

say that our thoughts are with our fellow Americans down on the
Gulf.  They're preparing for -- the New Orleans guy right
here.  (Laughter.)  They're obviously preparing for a big
storm, Hurricane Isaac. 

 
And we’ve been getting ready for this storm for days. 

We’ve got response teams and supplies in place.  America will
be there to help folks recover no matter what this storm
brings, because when disaster strikes we're not Democrats or
Republicans first, we are Americans first.  (Applause.)  We are
one family. We're one family and we help our neighbors in need.
 

It is great to be back in Ames.  (Applause.)  Class is in
session.  (Laughter.)  I didn't hear as many cheers – come on. 
(Laughter.)  Whew!  (Laughter.)  Cyclones football kicks off at
home this Saturday.  (Applause.) 

 
I won't pretend I can give a speech like Coach Rhoads can,

but I’m going to try -- (applause) -- because just over two
months from now, for the first time in most of your lives, you
will get a chance to pick a President.  (Applause.)  And the
truth is you've got more at stake in this election than just
about anybody.  When you step into that voting booth, the
choice you make in that one instant is going to shape your
country and your world for decades to come. 

 
And I know that’s a pretty heavy idea to lay on you on a
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Tuesday.  (Laughter.)  But it’s true.  The decisions we make as
a country on big issues like the economy and jobs and taxes and
education and energy and war and climate change -- all these
decisions will directly affect your life in very personal
ways.  And I've got to say, this is something I’m acutely aware
of when I make these decisions, because they’re decisions that
are going to affect Malia and Sasha, my daughters, as well.
 

It's the way it’s always been -- one generation makes
decisions on behalf of the next.  But here’s the thing,
Cyclones -- your generation chooses which path we take as a
country.  Your vote decides where we go from here. 
(Applause.)  Will we make sure that more good jobs and
opportunity take root not in China or India or Germany, but
right here in Iowa and all across America, so you don’t have to
leave home to get those good-paying jobs?  (Applause.)
 

Are we going to reward an honest day’s work with the
chance to buy a home of your own, with health care that’s there
for you when you get sick, with the ability to put a little
away for your retirement? 

 
Are we going to make it easier for you to afford your

degree and pay off your student loan debt?  (Applause.)  Are we
going to build more good schools and hire more good teachers,
so that our kids are prepared to attend colleges like Iowa
State, and prepared for the 21st century workforce? 
(Applause.)
 

Will this be a country that keeps moving away from foreign
oil and towards renewable sources of energy like wind and solar
and biofuels -- (applause) -- energy that makes our economy
more secure, but also makes our planet more secure? 
(Applause.)
 

Will this be a country that leads not just by the strength
of our military, but the power of our diplomacy and the power
of our example?  (Applause.)
 

Will this be an America where no matter who you are, no
matter what you look like, no matter where you come from, no
matter who you love, you can pursue your own happiness and you
can make it here in America if you try?  (Applause.) 

 
That’s the question.  (Applause.)  That’s what the last

four years have been about.  That’s what this campaign is
about.  And that’s why I’m running for a second term as
President of the United States of America.  (Applause.)

 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more
years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, listen, I know it’s easy to get fed
up with campaigns and politics.  Sometimes it seems it’s meaner
and smaller and more gridlocked than ever.  And every day,
there’s a steady stream of cynics who will tell you nothing
really changes; you can’t make a difference; you won’t be able
to close the gap between life as it is and life as you want it
to be.  Old folks will always tell you that -- and I’m in that
category now.  (Laughter.) 
 



And, frankly, some folks, they make it their political
strategy to try to make you feel discouraged.  They’ll tell you
over and over again how bad everything is, and then, of course,
they’ll add that it’s all Obama’s fault.  (Laughter.)  And
they’ll tell you that if you believed in change four years ago,
your faith was foolish and you were being naïve.  Last week, my
opponent’s campaign went so far as to write you off as a "lost
generation" -- that's you according to them.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And what they hope is that by telling you

these things, you’ll get discouraged and you’ll just stay home
this time.

 
AUDIENCE:  No! 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  But you can't believe it.  I don’t believe

it.  We knew that solving our biggest problems were going to
take more than one year, or one term, or even one President. 
But we went ahead and we got started.  (Applause.)  We know
we’ve still got a lot of work to do to get to where we need to
be.  But we are going to get there.  (Applause.)  

 
I believe that because I believe in you.  (Applause.)  As

tough as times have been, you’re tougher.  I’ve seen your
passion.  I’ve seen your service.  I’ve seen your generation
eager and impatient to make a difference.  And already, you’ve
proved that you can.
 

Think about it, four years ago, you believed we could put
a college education within the reach of all who were willing to
work for it.  So we created a college tax credit that’s saving
families up to $10,000 for college tuition over four years. 
(Applause.)  We took on a student loan system that was giving
billions of taxpayer dollars to big banks, and we said let’s
give the money directly to students, and we doubled grant aid
for millions of students.  (Applause.)

 
We just won the fight to keep federal student loans from

doubling for more than 7 million students.  That would not have
happened in Washington except for you.  Your vote did that. 
You made that change.  You helped millions of young people and
maybe yourself get the kind of college education you deserve. 
(Applause.)  Don't believe them when they tell you, you can't
make a difference.
 

You believed four years ago that we could use less foreign
oil and reduce the carbon pollution that threatens our planet. 
And in just four years, we’ve doubled -- doubled -- the
generation of clean, renewable energy like wind and solar. 
(Applause.)

 
We developed new fuel standards so that your car will get

nearly 55 miles per gallon by the middle of the next decade. 
(Applause.)  That's going to save you money at the pump.  That
will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by a level roughly
equivalent to a year’s worth of emissions from all the cars in
the world.  (Applause.)

 
Today, America is less dependent on foreign oil than at



any time in nearly 20 years.  We’re on track to emit fewer
greenhouse gases this year than we have in nearly 20 years. 
You can keep those trends going.  You believed in America, and
that's what’s brought about change.

 
You believed that nobody should go broke in America just

because they get sick.  I believe that, too.  (Applause.)  What
the other side calls Obamacare -- I’ve kind of grown to like
the term Obamacare.  (Laughter.)  I do care.  I care about
folks with preexisting conditions.  (Applause.)  I care about
kids who don't have insurance.  And so today, because of the
new health care law, nearly 7 million young people, including
some of you in this audience, have been able to stay on your
parent's plan.  (Applause.)

 
Your grandparents are saving money on their medicine. 

Women have gained access to free preventive care like
mammograms and contraception.  (Applause.)  Your vote made that
happen.  You made that change.  (Applause.)
 

It was young people like you that said we could end the
war in Iraq.  Today that war is over -- as promised. 
(Applause.)  More troops are home with their families, earning
their educations through the Post-9/11 GI Bill, starting new
businesses.  And no one will ever again have to hide who they
love in order to serve the country they love, because your
vote ended "don't ask, don't tell" once and for all.  You made
that change.  (Applause.)
 

So the point is, Ames, your vote matters.  Your vote made
a difference.  Change was possible because of you.  And now
we’ve more work to do –- to grow this economy, create good
jobs, to strengthen the middle class.  And in November, your
voice will matter more than it ever has before.
 

This week in Tampa, my opponents will offer you their
agenda.  It should be a pretty entertaining show. 
(Laughter.)   It will be.  And I’m sure they’ll have some
wonderful things to say about me.  (Laughter.)

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We do.  (Laughter.)
 
THE PRESIDENT:  But what you won’t hear from them is a

path forward that meets the challenges of our time.  Instead,
it will be an economic plan that says if you just give folks
making $3 million or more a year another $250,000 tax cut, then
jobs and prosperity will magically rain down on everybody else.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Some of you guys are a little young, so

you may not remember it, but we tried this for 10 years before
I was elected.  It didn't work out so well.  It didn't work out
then; it won’t work now. 

 
I don’t want to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut by

raising taxes on the middle class.  I don’t want to pay for
that tax cut by cutting financial aid on 10 million students. 
Our economic strength doesn’t come from the top down; it comes
from students and workers, and a growing, thriving middle
class.  That's how we grow an economy.  (Applause.)



 
So in just over two months, you will make a choice about

which path we take, and it’s going to be a stark choice.  You
can choose whether we give massive new tax cuts to folks who’ve
already made it, or whether we’re going to keep taxes low for
every American who’s still trying to make it.  (Applause.)

 
I've cut taxes for the middle class, and for families, and

for students.  And I want to make sure that taxes aren’t raised
a dime on your family’s first $250,000 of income.  That means
that 98 percent of Americans and 97 percent of small businesses
wouldn’t see an income tax increase.  (Applause.)  You can
choose. 

 
You can choose whether we’re going to give up new jobs and

new industries to China and India, or whether we’re going to
fight for those jobs by investing in the research of our
scientists and the drive of our students and the innovation
that harnesses new sources of energy, and brings the next
generation of manufacturing to places like Ames and Milwaukee
and Detroit and Pittsburgh.  That's your choice.  (Applause.)
 

You can decide whether the best way to make college
affordable is to -- as my opponent put it -- hope your parents
can just lend you the money.  (Laughter.)  Or you can say,
let’s help more Americans earn the kind of education you
receive here at Iowa State.  Let’s help more Americans go to
community colleges to get the skills and trainings that
employers are looking for right now.  (Applause.)
 
     Let’s help more Iowans learn to be leaders at the Harkin
Public Policy Institute that a Cyclone alum and your great
Senator, Tom Harkin, is setting up.  (Applause.)  He’s working
along with your new president, Steven Leath -- doing a great
job.  (Applause.) 
 

And as Mischa mentioned, although I am getting gray, I
still remember what it was like for you guys -- because
Michelle and I finished paying off our loans just eight years
ago.  We know what it’s like.  We shouldn’t make it harder. 
We should make it easier.  We shouldn’t end the college tax
credit we created; we should extend it.  Because in America,
higher education isn’t a luxury -- it’s an economic necessity
that every family should be able to afford.  That’s the choice
in this election.  (Applause.)

 
You can choose an energy plan written by and for big oil

companies.
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  That’s what my opponent is offering.  Or

you can choose an all-of-the-above energy strategy for America 
-- renewable sources of energy.  (Applause.)  Governor Romney
called those "imaginary."  Congressman Ryan said they’re a
"fad."

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Let me tell you something -- they need to

come to Iowa because they’re the future.  They’re worth



fighting for.  (Applause.)  
 
Nearly 7,000 good Iowa jobs depend on the wind industry. 

It’s time to stop giving $4 billion of taxpayer subsidies to
oil companies that are making a profit every time you pump
gas.  Let’s give it to homegrown energy sources that have never
been more promising.  (Applause.)  That’s good for jobs.  It’s
good for the economy.  It’s good for the environment.  That’s
the direction we need to go in.  (Applause.)

 
But it’s all up to you.  It’s up to you whether we go

back to a health care system that let insurance companies
decide who to cover and when.  I think it might make sense for
you to choose to keep moving forward with the new health care
law that’s already cutting costs and covering more people and
saving lives. 

 
Governor Romney promised that sometime between taking the

Oval Office and going to the Inaugural Ball, he’d sit right
down, grab a pen, and kick 7 million young people off their
parent’s plan by repealing health reform.  Day one, that’s what
he says he’s going to do.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Maybe we should call his plan "Romney

Doesn’t Care" -- (laughter) -- because I do care. 
(Applause.)   I do care.  And this law is here to stay.  Now
is not the time to refight the battles of the last four years. 
Now is the time for us to go ahead and move forward. 

 
And I’ll work with anybody who wants to make our health

care system better, but I’m not going to stand by and let folks
talk about how we should go back to the days when ordinary
folks who are working really hard suddenly find themselves
losing their home, losing their savings just because they get
sick.

 
They can choose to refight the battles that were settled

10 years ago or 20 years ago or sometimes in the last
century.  I think women should be trusted to make their own
health care decisions.  (Applause.)  That’s a choice that
you’ve got to make.

 
I think that students who are brought here by their

parents as babies shouldn’t be kicked out of the only country
they know just because their parents were undocumented
workers.  That’s my view.  It’s your choice.  (Applause.)

 
I don’t think we should write -- rewrite the Constitution

to prevent gay Americans from being able to marry the person
they love.  That’s my view.  It’s your choice.  (Applause.)

 
The strength of our character doesn’t come from shoving

anybody to the sidelines.  It comes from hearing every voice,
harnessing every talent, realizing that here in America we are
greater together than we are on our own. 

 
And this November, you get to decide -- you get to decide

the future of this war in Afghanistan.  Governor Romney said
ending the war was "tragic."  He doesn’t have a plan to bring



home the 33,000 troops who will come home from Afghanistan next
month.  (Applause.)

 
I said we’d end the Iraq war.  We did.  I said we’d get

bin Laden.  We did.  (Applause.)  Today all of our troops are
out of Iraq.  We’re bringing them home from Afghanistan.  And
as long as I’m Commander-in-Chief, we’re going to make sure
that we serve our veterans as well as they’ve served us --
because nobody who fights for America should have to fight for
a job when they come home.  (Applause.)  But these are your
choices. 

 
Governor Romney wants to pass a new $5 trillion tax cut

targeted towards the wealthiest Americans.  That's not going to
cut our debt.  Ignoring inequality doesn't make it go away. 
Denying climate change won’t make it stop.  These things won’t
make for a brighter future.  They won’t make your future
stronger.
 

And so, in two months, you get to choose the path that
will actually lead to a better future.  You have the chance to
prove the cynics wrong one more time. 

 
And the other side is going to spend these next two months

-- they are going to spend more money than you've ever seen in
your life.  They will have an avalanche of attack ads and
insults and distractions.  And sometimes, they'll just -- how
do I put it -- they will fib.  (Laughter.)  

 
And they've got $10-million checks from wealthy donors who

like things just the way they are.  They're counting on you
young people to just accept their version of the way things
ought to be, to just kind of leave the questions that affect
your lives up to big oil and insurance companies; up to
politicians that decide what a woman can or can’t do when it
comes to her own health.  That's what they're counting on. 
That's their strategy.
 

I'm counting on something different.  I'm counting on
you.  (Applause.)  I'm counting on you.  Those who oppose
change, those who benefit from the status quo, they've always
bet on cynicism.  They always bet on complacency.  But
throughout America’s history, they have lost that bet, and
they're going to lose it this time, too.  And that's because
of you. 

 
It depends on you registering to vote.  It depends on you

showing up to vote.  It depends on you refusing to wait for
the next person, or the person next to you in class, or the
person in the next town, or the person in another state.  It's
going to depend on you to close that gap between what America
is and what we know it can be.  (Applause.)  

 
Because let me tell you, everybody else is waiting on

you.  (Applause.)  When they see you register, they'll
register.  When they see you vote, they'll vote.  (Applause.)  
 

And I'm asking you one more time to do what we did -- what
young people all across the state of Iowa did four years ago. 
I'm asking you to believe.  I'm asking you to believe. 
(Applause.)  Not in my ability to bring about the changes you



want to see; I'm asking you to believe in your abilities.  I'm
asking you to believe in what you can accomplish. 

 
We've come too far to turn back now.  We've got more work

to do.  We’ve got more young people to send to college.  We’ve
got more good jobs to create.  We’ve got more homegrown energy
to generate.  We’ve got more good teachers to hire and more
good schools to build.  We’ve got more troops we've got to
bring home.  We've got more veterans we’ve got to take care
of.  We’ve got more doors of opportunity that we have to open
up to every single person who's willing to work hard and walk
through those doors.  (Applause.) 
 

That’s why I’m asking you for a second term.  And if
you’re willing to stand with me and work with me, and knock on
some doors with me -- (applause) -- and make some phone calls
with me -- and if you're willing to vote for me in November,
we will win Iowa.  We will win this election.  We will finish
what we started.  And we'll remind the world why the United
States of America is the greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.)
 

Thank you, everybody.  God bless you.  God bless the
United States of America.  (Applause.)

 
                   END                 1:35 P.M. CDT
 

 

-----

Unsubscribe

The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · Washington DC 20500 · 202-456-1111

http://messages.whitehouse.gov/accounts/USEOPWHPO/subscriber/new?preferences=true


From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Remarks by the President at a Campaign Event--Atlanta, GA
Date: Friday, March 16, 2012 10:10:01 PM

 
THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
_________________________________________________________________

For Immediate
Release                            
March 16, 2012

 
 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT A CAMPAIGN EVENT

 
Tyler Perry Studios
Atlanta, Georgia

 
 

8:05 P.M. EDT
 
 

THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, hello, hello!  (Applause.)  Hello,
Georgia!  (Applause.)  It is good to be in Atlanta, Georgia. 
(Applause.)  Thank you.  Thank you. 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  I do.  (Applause.) 
 
So, let me, first of all, acknowledge a few people who are

here -- the outstanding young mayor of Atlanta, Georgia --
(applause) -- Kasim Reed is in the house.  (Applause.)  One of
the finest men I know, somebody upon whose shoulders I stand --
the great Congressman John Lewis is in the house.  (Applause.) 
Other outstanding members of the congressional delegation here
in Georgia -- Sanford Bishop, David Scott, Hank Johnson. 
(Applause.) 

 
Somebody who -- I was just reminiscing -- when I first

started to run for office a lot of people weren’t sure whether
a guy named Barack Obama could win.  And so we went down to
the Selma commemoration, Edmund Pettus Bridge -- and we're in
church. And a lot of folks at that point are still wondering
whether this is a good idea, this young guy who is running for
President.  And this man gets up onstage and he explains how
people call him a little crazy, but "there is good crazy --
(applause) -- and there's bad crazy."  (Applause.)  He tells me
now that he came up with the idea when his doctor explained to
him there was good cholesterol and bad cholesterol. 
(Laughter.)  But he decided that supporting Barack Obama was a
"good kind of crazy," he said.

 
We have been dear friends ever since -- the Reverend Dr.

Joseph Lowery is in the house.  (Applause.) 
 
And finally, let me just say something about the man who

introduced us -- Tyler Perry -- hosting us all at his
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incredible facility.  He and I were talking, and there's
something about America where somebody from my background can
do what I'm doing, and somebody from Tyler's background can do
what he's doing.  And as tough as things get sometimes, and as
frustrated and cynical people can get about politics, when you
look at a Tyler Perry and all that he's achieved, and the
humility and graciousness with which he's achieved it --
(applause) -- you can't help but be proud of him and to be
proud of our country.  (Applause.)  So give it up for Mr. Tyler
Perry.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, I’m here today not only because I need your help. 

I’m here because the country needs your help.  There was a lot
of reasons why so many of you decided to get involved and then
just work your hearts out in the campaign in 2008.  It was not
because you thought it would be easy.  The odds of me becoming
President were long.  You didn’t need a poll to know it was
going to be tough.  You didn’t join the campaign because of
me.  You joined it because of your commitment to each other and
the vision that we share about America. 

 
It wasn’t a vision where just a few people do well and

everybody else is on their own, and the most powerful are able
to make their own rules.  It wasn’t a cramped vision, or a
selfish vision of America.  It wasn’t a limited vision about
our future. It was a vision of America where everybody who
works hard has a chance to get ahead -- not just those who
were born into it, but a Tyler Perry, or a Barack Obama, or a
child in Georgia, or a child in a barrio in Texas, or a poor
child in some rural community in the Midwest -- it didn’t
matter, they would have a chance if they were willing to work
hard. 

 
That’s the vision we shared.  That’s the change we

believed in.  We knew it wouldn’t come easy.  We knew it
wouldn’t come quickly.  But we believed.  And in just three
years, because of what you did in 2008, we've begun to see
what change looks like. 

Change is the first bill I signed into law -- a law that
says women deserve an equal day’s pay for an equal day’s work
-- (applause) -- because I don't want my daughters treated any
differently than your sons.  I want them to have the same
opportunities.  That's what change is.  (Applause.)   
 

Change is the decision we made to rescue the American auto
industry at a time when it was on the verge of collapse, and
some folks were saying let Detroit go bankrupt.  We had one
million jobs on the line, and I wasn’t going to let them go. 
Today, GM is back on top, the number-one automaker in the
world.  (Applause.)  Just reported the highest profits in a
hundred-year history, with more than 200,000 new jobs added. 
The United States auto industry is back.  That's what change
is.  That's what you did.  (Applause.)   
 

Change is the decision we made to stop waiting for
Congress to do something about energy.  We've been listening to
politicians for three decades, four decades, saying they were
going to do something about energy.  We went ahead and did it
-- raised fuel-efficiency standards on cars.  By the next
decade, we’ll be driving American-made cars getting 55 miles a
gallon.  (Applause.)  That will save the average family $8,000



at the pump.  That’s what change is.  And it happened because
of you.  (Applause.)     
 

Change is us deciding, you know what, why are we giving
$60 billion to manage the student loan program -- let's give it
directly to the students -- (applause) -- so that millions of
more young people are either getting higher Pell grants or
finally eligible, being able to invest in things like early
education and community colleges and HBCUs.  (Applause.) 
 

Change is attacking the cycle of poverty not by just
pouring money into a broken system, but by building on what
works --Promise Neighborhoods -- the idea of pulling all our
resources together to make sure that everybody has a chance;
rebuilding our public services, public housing; making sure
that our education system is working; making sure that we've
got partnerships with local leaders like Kasim Reed. 
(Applause.  All across the country, rebuilding cities, one
block, one neighborhood at a time.  That's what change is.
 

Change is, yes, health care reform.  (Applause.)  You want
to call it Obamacare -- that's okay, because I do care. 
(Applause.)  That's why we passed it.  That is why we passed it
-- because I care about folks who were going bankrupt because
they were getting sick.  And I care about children who have
preexisting conditions and their families couldn't get them any
kind of insurance.  (Applause.)  And so now we've got reforms
that will ensure that in this great country of ours you won't
have to mortgage your house just because you get sick. 
(Applause.) 

 
Right now, 2.5 million young people already have health

insurance who didn’t have it before because of this law.  It
let them stay on their parent's policies.  (Applause.) 
Insurance companies can't just deny you coverage or drop your
coverage at a time when you need it most.  Seniors are seeing
more help when it comes to their prescription drugs and
preventive care.  That’s what change is. 
 

Change is the fact that for the first time in history, you
don’t have to hide who you love in order to serve the country
you love.  We ended "don't ask, don't tell."  (Applause.)
 

Change is keeping the promise I made in 2008 -- for the
first time in nine years, there are no Americans fighting in
Iraq.  (Applause.)  We decided to refocus on the folks who
actually attacked us on 9/11.  And thanks to the brave men and
women in uniform, al Qaeda is weaker than it’s ever been, and
Osama bin Laden is not walking the face of this Earth. 
(Applause.)  
 

None of this has been easy.  And we still have a lot of
work to do, because there are a lot of folks who are still
hurting out there -- a lot of folks still pounding the pavement
looking for work; a lot of people whose homes -- values have
dropped; a lot of people who are still struggling to make the
rent.  There are still too many families who can barely pay
their bills, too many young people still living in poverty. 

 
I was reading a statistic the other day -- fewer than half

of African Americans believe we’ll reach the dream Dr. King



left for us.  So we've still got so much work to do. 
 

And I know when we look at what is, it can be
heartbreaking and frustrating.  But I ran for President -- and
you joined this cause -- because we don’t settle just for what
is, we strive for what might be.  We want to help more
Americans reach that dream. I ran for President to give every
child a chance, whether he’s born in Atlanta or comes from a
rural town in the Delta.  I ran for President not just to get
us back to where we were, but to take us forward to where we
need to be.  (Applause.) 
 
     And I’m telling you, Atlanta, we are going to get there. 
Step by step, we are going to get there.  (Applause.)  Already
over the past two years, our businesses have added almost
4 million new jobs.  (Applause.)  Manufacturers are creating
jobs for the first time since the 1990s.  The recovery is
accelerating.  Our economy is getting stronger.  We’re moving
on the right track.  What we can’t do is go back to the same
policies that got us into this mess in the first place. 
(Applause.)   
 

Of course, that’s exactly what the other folks want to
do.  The folks who are running for President.  (Applause.)  And
they make no secret about it.  They want to roll back the laws
that we put in place so that now Wall Street can play by its
own rules again.  They want to go back to the day when
insurance companies could deny you coverage or jack up your
premiums any time they wanted without reason.  They want to
spend trillions more on tax breaks for the very wealthiest of
individuals, even if it means adding to the deficit, even if it
means gutting things like education or our investment in clean
energy or making sure Medicare is stable. 

 
Their philosophy is simple:  Everybody is just left to

fend for themselves, if those in power could make their own
rules, and somehow it’s all going to trickle down to you.  And
they’re wrong.  They’re wrong.  They were wrong when they tried
it and they’re wrong now.
 
     In the United States of America, we are always greater
together than we are on our own.  We’re always better off when
we keep that basic American promise that if you work hard, you
can do well enough to raise a family and own a home and send
your kids to college and put a little away for retirement.  And
that’s the choice in this election. 
 

We’ve got different visions being presented.  This is not
just another political debate.  This is the defining issue of
our time.  What are we going to do to make sure that middle-
class families are secure and that we continue to build ladders
for people who are trying to get into the middle class?  We
don’t need an economy that’s built on outsourcing and bad debt
and phony financial profits.  We need an economy that’s built
to last.  An economy that’s built on American manufacturing,
American energy and giving skills to American workers, and
holding up those values that we cherish -- hard work, fair
play, shared responsibility.     
 
     When we think about the next generation of manufacturing,
I don’t want it taking root in Asia.  I want it taking root in



Atlanta.  (Applause.)  I don’t want this nation just to be
known for buying and consuming things from other countries.  I
want to build and sell to other countries products made in the
United States of America.  (Applause.)  I want to stop
rewarding businesses that are shipping jobs overseas.  I want
to reward companies, like this one, that are creating jobs
right here in the United States of America.  (Applause.) 
 
     I want to make sure that our schools are the envy of the
world.  And that means investing in the men and women who stand
in front of the classroom.  (Applause.)  A good teacher
increases the income of a classroom by over $2,500.  A great
teacher can help a child move beyond their immediate
circumstances and reach out for their dreams.  I don’t want
Washington to defend the status quo, but I don’t want them to
be just bashing teachers.  I want to give schools the resources
they need to keep good teachers on the job and reward the best
teachers, and grant schools flexibility to teach with
creativity and passion, stop teaching to the test, replace
teachers that aren’t helping kids learn.  (Applause.)  I want
us to create in this country the kind of passion and reverence
for education that’s not just, by the way, a job of government,
but a job of each of us -- as parents, as community leaders. 
 
     And when kids do graduate, I want them to be able to
afford to go to college.  (Applause.)  We’ve got more tuition
debt than credit card debt today.  And by the way, right now,
interest rates are scheduled to go up on student loans in July
if Congress does not act, so you need to get on Congress about
that.
 
     And I’ve said to colleges and universities, you’ve got to
stop tuition from just going up and up and up and up.  Higher
education cannot be a luxury; it is an economic imperative that
every family should be able to afford.  (Applause.) 
 
     I want an economy that’s supporting the scientists and
researchers that will make sure we discover the next
breakthrough in biotechnology, in clean energy.  We have
subsidized oil companies for 100 years, giving them $4 billion
worth of tax breaks when they are making near-record profits. 
It is time to stop giving tax giveaways to an industry that’s
never been more profitable and start investing in clean energy
that can create jobs here in the United States in solar power
and wind power, biofuels.  (Applause.) 
 
     We need to give our businesses the best infrastructure in
the world -- newer roads and airports and faster railroads and
Internet access.  You take half the money that we’ve been
spending on the wars in Iraq, as we phase down the war in
Afghanistan -- let’s pay down -- use half of it to pay down
our debt.  Let’s use the other half to do some nation-building
here at home.  (Applause.)  Let’s put people to work rebuilding
schools, rebuilding our bridges, rebuilding our ports. 
 
     And to pay for this, we’ve got to have a tax system that
is fair.  (Applause.)  I was with Warren Buffet a couple days
ago.  He says, "Thanks for naming a rule after me." 
(Laughter.)  It’s a very simple principle, the Buffett Rule. 
It says if you make more than a million dollars a year, you
should not pay a lower tax rate than your secretary. 



(Applause.)  We’ve said if you make less than $250,000 a year,
which is 98 percent of Americans, your taxes shouldn’t go up. 
But folks like me -- we can afford to do a little more.  Tyler
can afford to do a little more.  Tyler?  (Laughter.)  He knows
he -- (laughter) -- he knows that.
 
     When we say that, this is not class warfare, this is not
envy.  This is just basic math.  Because if Tyler or I or
others get tax breaks we don’t need, weren’t asking for, that
the country can’t afford, then one of two things are going to
happen. Either the deficit goes up -- all these other folks
they say they want to do something about the deficit -- every
single one of their plans actually increases the deficit.  Or,
alternatively, they’ve got to make up for it by taking it away
from somebody who really needs it.  The student, who suddenly
sees their interest on their loans going up; the senior who
suddenly has to pay more for Medicare; the veteran who’s not
getting help after having protected us; the family that’s
trying to get by.  It’s not right.  It’s not who we are.

 
I hear a lot of politicians talk about values during

election year.  You know what, I’m happy to have a values
debate. (Applause.)  I’m happy to have a debate about values. 
I think about the values my mother and my grandparents taught
me.  Hard work, that’s a value.  Looking out for one another --
that’s a value.  I am my brother’s keeper, I am my sister’s
keeper -- that is a value.  (Applause.)  Each of us is only
here because somebody somewhere was looking out for us. 
(Applause.)  It started in the family, but it wasn’t just the
immediate family.  There was somebody in church.  There was
somebody in the neighborhood.  There was the coach of the
Little League.  There was somebody who made an investment in
our country’s future. 

 
Our story has never been about what we can do alone.  It’s

what we do together.  We don’t win the race for new jobs and
middle-class security and new businesses with the same old you-
are-on-your-own economics.  I am telling you, it does not
work.  It did not work in the decade before the Great
Depression.  It did not work in the decade before I took
office.  It won’t work now.  (Applause.) 

 
This is about who we are as a country.  The opportunities

we’ve always, always passed on to future generations.  When I
think about Michelle and me and where we come from --
(applause) -- I know you all love Michelle, I know. 
(Applause.)  I know.  I love her, too.  (Laughter.)  But I
think about -- sometimes we’ll be in the White House and we
think about my mother-in-law who lives upstairs and was a
secretary.  Michelle’s dad had multiple sclerosis and still
went to work every day, blue-collar job.  My mom raising me, a
single mom.  I think about what they did for us and the
sacrifices they made. 

 
And so then I think, well, the sacrifices that I have to

make, given all the blessings that I’ve received -- they can’t
just extend to Malia and Sasha.  I’ve got to be thinking about
somebody else’s kids.  I’ve got to be making sure that somebody
else gets a student loan who’s maybe a single mom going back
to school just like my mom, who was able to get a student loan
to get an education.  (Applause.) 



 
     I’m thinking, we’ve got to make sure that jobs are out
there for folks who are willing to work and overcoming
barriers.  And I’m willing to make some sacrifices for that. 
And that makes my life better.  Right?
    
     AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And most of you understand that.  You
understand if you invest in a teacher, and then she teaches
somebody who is the next Steve Jobs or invents some cure for a
major disease, that makes us all better.  (Applause.)  If we
invest in Internet services for rural Georgians, there is a
little store out there that suddenly business starts booming
because they now have a worldwide market through the Internet,
and that creates economic opportunity for everybody.
 

This idea is not a Democratic idea, it is not a Republican
idea.  That is an American idea.  (Applause.)  Abraham Lincoln
understood it.  The first Republican President during a war
invested in the transcontinental railroad, the National Academy
of Sciences, land grant colleges.  

 
Dwight Eisenhower, Republican, built the Interstate

Highway System.  Teddy Roosevelt, Republican, called for a
progressive income tax.  This is not just a Democratic idea. 
This is an American idea that we invest in our future, and that
we are stronger together than we are on our own. 

 
And you know, sometimes that spirit may seem to have

vanished in Washington.  Sometimes it may seem like our
politics is just a bad reality show.  (Laughter.)  People
arguing and fussing and trying to score points.  (Laughter.) 
But you know, out in the country, when I go to town halls, when
I go to a VFW hall, that spirit it still there. 

 
People still understand, this country that gave us so

much, we want to pass that on to the next generation.  They
understand that it’s not just about us; it’s about what we can
do for each other.  It’s not just about the next election; it’s
about the next generation.  You talk to our men and women in
uniform -- they understand it.  You talk to folks in our places
of worship -- they recognize it.  And all of you recognize it. 
And that’s what we tapped into in 2008 -- that spirit.  That
spirit. 

 
So let me just say this:  I’m a little grayer now. 

(Laughter and applause.)  I’m a little -- got some bumps and
bruises.  I know that over the last three years there have been
times where we’ve suffered setbacks and change hasn’t come as
fast as we would have liked.  And people still got their old
‘Hope’ posters.  It’s like fading a little bit.  (Laughter.) 
And I know that there are times where you might start feeling
cynical about what’s possible.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  But I just want to remind you of what I

said back in 2008 -- I said change is hard.  I said this may
not happen in one year, it may not happen in one term, it may
not happen with one President.  But if we stick with it, if



we’re determined, if we understand the rightness of our cause,
if we continue to think not in terms of just what’s good for
me but what’s good for us, we will get there.  (Applause.)

 
And I also told you -- I told you I’m not a perfect man,

and I won’t be a perfect President.  But I said I’d always tell
you what I thought, I would always tell you where I stood, and
I would wake up every single day thinking about you, and
working as hard as I know how to make your lives a little bit
better.

 
AUDIENCE:  Thank you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And I have kept that promise. 

(Applause.)  I have kept that promise these last three years. 
And so if you’re willing to get back to organizing, if you’re
willing to get on the phone and email and tweet and knock on
doors, and do what needs to be done, if you feel the same
passion and same energy and same determination as I do -- and I
feel it more now than I have ever felt it in my life --
(applause) -- then I promise you we will finish what we
started.  (Applause.)  2008 was the beginning.  We’re still on
that journey.  We’ve got five more years of work before us. 
(Applause.) 

 
I promise you change will come.  The change you believe in

will come.  And we will remind the world once again just why
it is the United States of America is the greatest country on
Earth. (Applause.)  
 
     God bless you.  God bless the United States of America. 
(Applause.)
 
                             END                8:34 P.M. EDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Chicago!  Thank you!  How’s
everybody doing?  (Applause.)  It is good to be back home. 
Chicago looks good.  And all of you look good.  (Applause.) 
 
     AUDIENCE:  (Sings Happy Birthday.)
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you!  Thank you very much. 
(Applause.)  It is true, I am now 51.  (Applause.)  Michelle -
-
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  So am I!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  You are, too?  You look better than I
do.  (Laughter.)  Michelle says I do not look a day over 50. 
(Laughter.) 
 
     There are a couple of people I want to acknowledge. 
First of all, DJ Vince Adams, thank you so much.  (Applause.) 
DJ Cassidy, thank you so much.  My great friend, Kal Penn,
thank you for all that you do.  And everybody on the Gen 44
host committee, thank you for the great job you guys did. 
(Applause.)
 
     Now, we just had the Olympics Closing Ceremony.  We could
not be prouder of our U.S. athletes -- (applause) -- bringing
home the gold, conducting themselves as we would hope that
somebody would conduct themselves representing the United
States. They just did an outstanding job. 
 

And I know that all of you look like pretty smart folks,
so you were spending most of your time watching the Olympics,
if you were watching TV.  But unless your cable is broken, you
probably also know we’ve got a pretty intense campaign going
on right now. (Applause.)  And the reason that this is such an
intense campaign is because we could not have a bigger choice
in front of us than the one that we face in November. 

 
It’s not just a choice between two candidates or two

political parties.  More than any other election, this is a
choice about two different visions for the country, for two
different directions of where America should go.  And the
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direction that we choose, the direction that you choose when
you walk into that voting booth in November, is going to make
a difference not just in your life, but in the lives of your
children and in the lives of your grandchildren.  It will make
a difference for decades to come.
 
     Now, four years ago, we came together, not just Democrats
-- we had Republicans, we had independents -- we came together
because we felt as if the basic bargain that built this
country was in danger.  It was a bargain that said here in
America, if you work hard, you can get ahead.  The basic idea
that if you act responsibly, if you are putting in all your
effort, then you can find a job that pays the bills.  You can
find a home you can call your own.  You can send your kids to
college.  You won’t go bankrupt when you get sick.  You can
retire with dignity and respect.  And most importantly, the
next generation can dream even bigger and do even better than
we ever imagined.  That’s the core of the American Dream. 
That’s the basic American promise that made us the envy of the
world; that made us the most powerful economy in the world;
that built the largest middle class in the world -- that idea
that here in America, you can make it if you try. 
 
     Now, we had gone through a decade in which that basic
compact seemed as if it wasn’t true for too many people. 
Folks at the top were doing very well, but for ordinary
families all across America, it felt as if people were working
harder, making less while the costs of everything from health
care to college were going up.  Jobs were being shipped
overseas.  We ran two wars on a credit card.  We turned
surpluses into deficit.  And it all culminated in the worst
financial crisis since the Great Depression. 
 

Now, we’ve spent the last three and half years trying to
get us back on track.  We saved an auto industry on the brink
of collapse.  (Applause.)  We worked with the financial sector
to start doing things the old-fashioned way -- lending to
businesses and families, instead of engaging in reckless
speculation.  Four and a half million new jobs have been
created; half a million manufacturing jobs -- the most since
the 1990s.  (Applause.) 

 
But, Chicago, we’ve got a long way to go.  All of us know

friends, neighbors, family members who are still out of work
or whose homes are still underwater.  Too many folks are still
burdened by enormous college debt.  Too many folks still don’t
have a sense that tomorrow will be better than today. 

 
And so the question in this election is, which way do we

go? Do we go forward towards a new vision of an America in
which prosperity is shared, or do we go backward to the same
policies that got us into this mess in the first place?
 
     AUDIENCE:  Forward!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I believe we have to go forward.  I
believe we've got to keep working to create an America where
no matter who you are, no matter what you look like, no matter
where you come from, no matter what your last name is, no
matter who you love, you can make it here if you try. 



(Applause.)  That's what's at stake in November.  That's why
I'm running for a second term as President of the United
States of America.  (Applause.) 
 
     Now, the good news is even though there are no quick
fixes to our challenges, we've got everything we need to make
things work here in America.  We still have the best workers
in the world.  (Applause.)  We've still got the best
entrepreneurs in the world.  We've got the best colleges, the
best universities, the best scientists, the best researchers. 
We're a young nation, and we've got the greatest diversity of
talent and ingenuity from every corner of the globe.  Witness
this room.  Chicago is an example of what makes this country
great.  (Applause.)  Right? 
 
     So what's holding us back is not the lack of big ideas
or good plans.  What's holding us back is a brand of
Washington politics that says we are not going to compromise,
no matter what.  It's gridlock and stalemates and
dysfunction.  And it's an idea propagated by the other side
that somehow we're going to grow this economy from the top
down, and that if people at the top are doing really, really
well, then everybody else is automatically going to benefit.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, this kind of top-down economics is
central to Governor Romney, and it is central to his running
mate.  Just yesterday morning, my opponent chose his running
mate, the ideological leader of the Republicans in Congress --
Mr. Paul Ryan.  And I want to congratulate --
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  No, no, no, no.  Look, I want to
congratulate Congressman Ryan.  I know him.  I welcome him to
the race.  Congressman Ryan is a decent man.  He is a family
man.  He's an articulate spokesman for Governor Romney's
vision.  But it's a vision that I fundamentally disagree
with.  (Applause.)  My opponent and Congressman Ryan and their
allies in Congress, they all believe that if we just get rid
of more regulations on big corporations and we give more tax
breaks to the wealthiest Americans, it will lead to jobs and
prosperity for everybody else.  That's what they're
proposing.  That's where they'll take us if they win. 
 
     And this is not speculation.  It's on their websites. 
It's embodied in the budget that the House Republicans voted
for repeatedly.  The centerpiece of Governor Romney's entire
economic plan is a new $5 trillion tax cut, a lot of it going
to the wealthiest Americans.  This is on top of the Bush tax
cuts.  Last week we found out that to pay for this $5 trillion
tax cut, not only would we see them gut education investments
--
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  -- gut investments in science and
research, gut investments in things like rebuilding our roads
and our bridges, but it turns out that Governor Romney's tax



plan would also raise taxes on middle-class families by an
average of $2,000 each. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Not to reduce the deficit, mind you.  Not
to create more jobs.  Independent economists have looked at it
-- they said there's nothing in Governor Romney's plan that
would create jobs right now.  This would all be in order to
give another $250,000 tax cut to people who are making $3
million a year or more. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Let me tell you something.  They have
tried this before.  They have tried to sell us this trickle-
down fairy dust before.  (Laughter.)  And guess what -- it did
not work.  (Applause.)  It did not work.  It's not a plan to
cut the deficit.  It's not a plan to create jobs.  It's not a
plan to revive the middle class.  It's not a plan to move our
economy forward.  We don't need more tax cuts for folks like
me.  We need to give tax relief to working Americans. 
(Applause.)  To middle-class families.  For folks who are
trying to raise their kids and keep them healthy, and send
them to college, and keep a roof over their heads.
 
     That's the choice in this election.  And that's why I'm
running for a second term as President of the United States of
America.  (Applause.)
 
     Four years ago, I promised the American people I was
going to cut taxes on middle-class families -- and that's what
I did.  (Applause.)  The typical middle-class family is
actually paying $3,600 less in their taxes than when I came
into office.  And I want to keep income taxes exactly where
they are for everybody who's making $250,000 a year or more
[sic] -- which is about 98 percent of the American people, and
97 percent of small businesses.  So if your income is $250,000
or less, your income taxes will not go up a dime. 
(Applause.) 
 

On the other hand, if you're lucky enough, like I am, to
be in the top 2 percent, what we've said is you can afford to
do a little bit more so that we can pay down our deficit and
still help young people go to college -- (applause) -- and
still make sure that we're investing in basic research to cure
things like Alzheimer's and cancer.  We're asking you to
contribute a little bit more.
 
     And, look, government is still going to have to do its
part. We've already cut a trillion dollars of spending; an
additional $1.2 trillion is slated to be made.  We can cut out
programs that don't work to make sure we can invest in the
things that do.  We can make government more streamlined, more
efficient.  But if we're really going to be serious about
reducing the deficit and growing the economy, then for folks
like me to go back and pay at the rates that existed when
Bill Clinton was President, when we created 23 million new
jobs, went from deficit to surplus, and created a whole bunch
of millionaires to boot -- that is the right plan for



America. 
 
     And by the way, the reason that it's the right plan is
because when a construction worker or a teacher or a
receptionist -- when they've got a little money in their
pocket, what do they do? 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Spend it!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  They maybe go out and buy that new car,
or buy that new appliance, or go to a restaurant, or, heaven
forbid, they take a vacation once in a while.  (Laughter.) 
And so that means business has more customers, and they hire
more workers.  Historically, that is how our economy has
grown.  Not from the top down, but from the middle out, from
the bottom up.  When we create opportunity for everybody who
works hard to get ahead, this economy grows. 
 
     That's the choice in this election.  That's why I'm
running for a second term as President of the United States. 
(Applause.) 
     Now, that choice -- you can see it in every issue
between myself and Mr. Romney.  When the auto industry was on
the brink of collapse, Governor Romney said, let's "let
Detroit go bankrupt."  I said, with a million workers and an
iconic American industry on the line, I’m going to bet on the
American worker.  (Applause.)  And you know what, three years
later, GM is number one again and the American auto has come
roaring back.  (Applause.)  That’s the choice in this
election.
 
     So now I want to make sure that high-tech manufacturing
takes root not in China, not in Germany, but here in the
United States.  I want to stop giving tax breaks to companies
that are shipping jobs overseas.  Let’s give those tax breaks
to companies that are investing here in Chicago, investing in
Cleveland, investing in Pittsburgh.  (Applause.)  Let’s create
jobs here in the United States -- hiring American workers,
making American products, selling them around the world,
stamped with three proud words:  Made in America.  That’s the
choice in this election.  (Applause.) 
 
     I’m running to make sure that after a decade of war, we
start doing some nation-building here at home.  (Applause.) 
In 2008, I promised we’d end the war in Iraq -- we’ve ended
it.  (Applause.)  I said we’d go after al Qaeda and bin Laden
-- we did.  (Applause.)  Now we’re beginning a transition in
Afghanistan, making Afghans more responsible for their own
security, and bringing our troops home.  All of this is
possible only because of the extraordinary men and women in
uniform who protect our freedom every single day at great
sacrifice to themselves.  (Applause.) 
 
     But the question now is what country are they coming back
to?  We want to give them a country full of opportunity.
 Now, part of that means making sure that we’re doing right
by them.  And as long as I am Commander-in-Chief, they are
going to get the benefits that they have earned -- (applause)
-- because if you fought for America, you shouldn’t have to
fight for a job or a roof over your head when you come home. 



(Applause.) 
 
     But it also means making sure the economy is absorbing
all these folks who are coming home -- which means I want to
take about half of the money that we were spending on war and
let’s start investing it here in rebuilding our schools and
roads and bridges.  (Applause.)  Let’s make sure that we’re
putting teachers back to work.  (Applause.)   
 
     There is so much that we can do with the savings that we
had and it will make America stronger, it will make America
safer not just for the next five years or the next 10 years,
but for decades to come.  That’s the America we want to
build.  That’s the choice in this election.
 
     I’m running because I want to make sure we’ve got the
best education system in the world.  (Applause.)  So I want to
help local school districts hire and retain the best teachers,
especially in math and science.  I want to give 2 million more
people the opportunity to go to community colleges and get
trained for the jobs that businesses are hiring for right
now.  And I want to make sure, building on the work that we’ve
already done, that we make college affordable -- not only by
making sure that we continue to expand our efforts in Pell
grants and student loans, but also that we’re making sure that
colleges and universities are keeping their cost down. 
Because higher education is no longer a luxury; it is an
economic necessity in the 21st century, and we’ve got to fight
for it.  (Applause.)  That’s the choice in this election.
 
     On every issue, there is a stark contrast.  When it
comes to homeownership, my opponent says, just let the
foreclosures bottom out.  That’s not a solution.  I want to
make sure that homeowners across American can refinance at
historically low rates, save $3,000.  How many people here can
use an extra $3,000?  (Applause.)  That would strengthen the
housing market and put money in people’s pockets that will
make the economy stronger. 
 
     My opponent says that we should go back to the days when
folks went broke because they got sick.  He wants to kill the
Affordable Care Act -- also known affectionately as
Obamacare.  (Applause.)  I believe that it was the right thing
to do for young people to be able to stay on their parent’s
plan -- 6.5 million young people have insurance that didn’t
have it before.  (Applause.)  I think it was the right thing
to do to make sure that folks without [sic] preexisting
conditions are able to get health insurance.  (Applause.)  I
think it is the right thing to do for seniors to get
discounts on their prescription drugs.  I think it’s the right
thing to do for everybody to be able to get preventive care,
including women who can have some control over their own
health care decisions.  (Applause.) 
 

We’re not going backwards, we’re going forwards.  That’s
a choice in this election.  (Applause.)
 
     We did the right thing to end "don't ask, don't tell." 
We’re not going back, we’re going forward.  (Applause.)  We
did the right thing helping out DREAM Act kids.  We’re not



going to go backwards, we’re going forward.  (Applause.)
 
     Across the board, on these issues -- all of these things
-- whether we’re talking about manufacturing, a fair tax code,
a strong housing market, affordable college, a K-12 system
that works -- all these things stitch together.  It has to do
with how do we create security for middle-class folks and how
do we create ladders of opportunity for everybody.  That’s how
we’ve always grown this economy.  That is at the heart of what
we believe -- that everybody who works hard has a shot; that
everybody gets a fair shot, everybody does their fair share,
everybody plays by the same set of rules -- a belief that we
are in this together, that we are not all on our own. 
(Applause.) 
 

That’s the vision that we put forward in 2008.  That is
the vision that we are fighting for in 2012.  That’s the
choice in this election.  And that’s why I’m running for
President.  (Applause.)
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more
years!  
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, let me just close by saying this. 
We’ve got less than three months -- less than three months. 
That goes by quick.  And as you get older, as you get to be
like 51 -- (laughter) -- you will find out it goes by even
quicker.  And during this time we will see the other side
spend more money through these super PACs than we’ve ever seen
-- ever.  I mean, they are writing $10 million checks, just --
they are just cranking it out.  If you live in a battleground
state, you cannot get away from their advertising. 
 
     Now, the reason they have to advertise like this is
because they know their economic theories don’t sell.  They
know -- we didn’t get amnesia.  We remember trying what
they’re selling, and it didn’t work.  (Laughter.)  So they’re
basically just going to repeat over and over again:  The
economy is not good and it’s Obama’s fault.  They’ll have
variations on the theme, but it’s the same thing over and over
again.  (Laughter.) 
 
     Now, that may be a plan to try to win an election, but
it’s not a plan to create jobs.  It’s not a plan to strengthen
the economy.  It’s not a plan to revive the middle class. 
It’s not a plan to make America stronger.  It feeds into fear
and the cynicism that so many Americans feel about Washington,
but it’s not a plan for hope.  It’s not -- it doesn’t capture
America at its best -- a big, bold, generous, optimistic
America.  (Applause.) 
    
     And so the good news is we’ve been outspent before, I’ve
been counted out before, but what has always given me faith,
what’s given me hope, what’s given me confidence is you.  It’s
all of you.  It’s the fact that when the American people come
together, they cannot be stopped.  (Applause.)  When people
power is harnessed, when you guys are out there knocking on
doors, making things happen, you can’t be stopped.
 
     So I’m going to need your help.  We’ve come too far to



go back now.  We got too many good jobs to create.  We got
too many teachers we need to hire.  We’ve got too many schools
we’ve got to rebuild.  We’ve got too many students who need
help affording college.  We’ve got too much homegrown energy
that we’ve got to generate.  We’ve got more troops we’ve got
to bring home.  We’ve got more doors of opportunity that we
have to open.  And that’s what’s at stake. 
 

And so I am not just asking for your vote, I am asking
for your work.  I need your help over the next three months. 
(Applause.)  I don’t need you just knocking on doors; I need
you to make phone calls, I need you to talk to your friends, I
need you to talk to your neighbors.  I need you guys to load
up and go over into Iowa, a battleground state, and knock on
some doors and make some phone calls over there.  (Applause.) 
We’ve got to get help.  You’ve got to get involved in the
election.  You’ve got to get on our website.  You’ve got to
make sure that you are signing up.

 
If you are as passionate and as energized and as

determined as you were before, then we won’t lose. 
(Applause.)  And it is true that I am older and a little
grayer, but I made a promise to you in 2008.  I said I’d
always tell you what I thought, I’d always tell you where I
stood.  And most importantly, I told you I would always, every
single day, every minute of every day, think about you, and
fight as hard as I knew how for you.  I have kept that
promise.  (Applause.) 

 
I still believe in you.  And if you still believe in me,

and are willing to get out there and work over the next 86
days, we will not just win this election, but we will finish
what we started and remind the world just why it is the United
States of America is the greatest nation on Earth. 
(Applause.)

 
God bless you, Chicago.  (Applause.)  God bless you.  God

bless the United States of America.
 

                             END                3:51 P.M. CDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  How's it going, Tampa?  (Applause.)  Are
you fired up?  (Applause.)  Are you ready to go?  (Applause.) 
 

Well, thank you so -- can everybody please give Laura a
big round of applause for that great introduction? 
(Applause.)  We've also got with us here Congresswoman Kathy
Castor in the house.  (Applause.)  Mayor Bob Buckhorn. 
(Applause.)  My friend and your former governor, Charlie
Crist.  (Applause.) 

 
So good morning, Tampa. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Good morning!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thanks for waking up early.  (Applause.) 
 
You know, we are right in the middle of our 48-hour fly-

around campaign extravaganza.  (Applause.)  We are pulling --
we pulled an all-nighter last night.  We just came from Iowa,
Nevada, Colorado.  We're going to Virginia and Ohio. 
(Applause.) I'm going to stop in Chicago.  I'm going to do some
early voting in Chicago.  (Applause.) 

 
I can't tell you who I'm voting for -- it's a secret

ballot. (Laughter.)  But Michelle says she voted for me. 
(Applause.)  We can vote early in Illinois, just like you can
vote right now in Florida.  So I've come to Florida today to
ask you for your vote. (Applause.)  I've come to ask you to
help me keep moving America forward.  (Applause.) 

 
And you notice, my voice is getting a little hoarse.  But

I'm just going to keep on -- just going to keep on keeping on
-- (applause) -- until every single person out there who needs
to vote is going to go vote.  (Applause.)  Because the stakes
are just so high, Florida.

 
You've heard now three debates; you've seen months of

campaigning, way too many TV ads.  I know you guys are sick of
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the TV ads. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Except the ones that I'm in.  (Applause.) 

Maybe even those, too.  (Laughter.)  But you've also had a
chance to see the two candidates and the two perspectives. 
You've heard Governor Romney's sales pitch.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo -- vote.  (Applause.) 
 
He's been running around saying he's got a five-point plan

for the economy -- except it turns out that it's just a one-
point plan -- a sketchy deal that says folks at the very top
get to play by a different set of rules than you do.  They get
to pay a lower tax rate.  They outsource jobs.  They want to
roll back Wall Street reform.  That was his philosophy in the
boardroom; that was his philosophy as a governor.  And if it
sounds familiar, it's because that's the philosophy that
created a Great Recession. 

 
We tried that in the last decade, and it didn’t work.  It

led to falling incomes and the slowest job growth in half a
century, and the worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression.  And we've been working hard for four years to
clean it up, to clean up the mess that got left behind. 
(Applause.) 

 
And Governor Romney I think knows this -- he knows his

plan isn’t any different than the policies that got us into the
mess. So in the final weeks of this election, he's counting on
you forgetting that his policies aren't going to work.  He's
hoping that you won't remember and you'll come down with a case
of what we call --

 
AUDIENCE:  Romnesia!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- Romnesia.  (Applause.)  He's hoping you

won't remember that his economic plan is likely to create jobs
in China, not America -- because it rewards companies that ship
jobs overseas.  He's hoping you won't remember he wants to give
millionaires and billionaires a $250,000 tax cut, because the
only way he can pay for it is by either blowing up the deficit
or making middle-class families pay more in taxes.  He’s hoping
you’re going to come down with a severe case of Romnesia just
before you cast your ballot.  (Applause.) 

 
     But, Tampa, I want you to know this.  If you’re starting
to get a temperature -- your ears are ringing, your eyes are
blurry -- you’re showing symptoms, you can’t remember what you
just said last week -- (laughter) -- if you start thinking that
maybe Governor Romney wanted to save the auto industry even
though he wrote an op-ed saying "let Detroit go bankrupt" --
if there’s a sudden fuzziness when it comes to the policies on
your website, don’t worry, because this is a curable condition
-- (laughter) -- and Obamacare covers preexisting condition. 
(Applause.)  We can make you well.  There’s a cure.  You just
have to vote.  (Applause.)
 



     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more
years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, Tampa, we joke about Romnesia, but
all of this speaks to something that’s really important in this
election and that is the issue of trust.  When you elect a
President, you’re counting on somebody you can trust to fight
for you, who you can trust to do what they say they’re going
to do, who can trust -- that you can trust to make sure that
when something unexpected happens, he or she is going to be
thinking about your families, your future.  Trust matters. 
And, Florida, you know me.  You know I say what I mean and I
mean what I say.  (Applause.)
 
     We haven’t finished all the work that we set out to do in
2008.  But every single day when I set foot in that Oval
Office, I’m thinking about you.  I’m fighting for your
families.  And with your help, I’ve kept the commitments that I
made.  I told you I’d end the war in Iraq -- I did. 
(Applause.)  I said we’d transition out of Afghanistan -- and
we are.  (Applause.)  I said we’d go after those who actually
attacked us on 9/11 -- al Qaeda is on the path to defeat;
Osama bin Laden is dead.  (Applause.)  A new tower is rising
over the New York skyline.  Our heroes are coming home.  I’ve
kept those promises.  (Applause.)
 
     I promised to cut taxes for middle-class families -- and
we have.  (Applause.)  I promised to cut taxes for small
businesses -- and we have.  (Applause.)  I promised to end Wall
Street taxpayer-funded bailouts -- we have.  (Applause.)  I
promised to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell,” so anybody can
serve in our military regardless of who they love -- I have. 
(Applause.)  I promised that we would pass health care reform,
so nobody goes bankrupt when they get sick -- we have. 
(Applause.)  I promised to preserve Medicare -- we have. 
(Applause.)  I bet on American workers and American ingenuity,
and we saved an auto industry that is resurgent.  (Applause.)
 
     On issue after issue, we’re moving forward.  We lost 9
million jobs in the Great Recession, but over the last 31
months our businesses have added more than 5 million new jobs. 
Unemployment is falling.  Manufacturing is coming back.  Our
assembly lines are humming again.  We’ve got a long way to go
but, Florida, we’ve come too far to turn back now. 
(Applause.)  We can’t afford to go back to the same policies
that got us into the mess.  We’ve got to stick with the
policies that are getting us out of the mess.  (Applause.)  And
that’s why I’m running for a second term as President of the
United States.  (Applause.)
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, I’ve got a plan that will actually
create jobs, a plan that will actually create middle-class
security.  And unlike Mitt Romney, I’m proud to talk about that
plan -- (applause) -- because the math actually adds up. 
(Laughter.)
 
     I want you all to take a look at it.  You can go to
BarackObama/com/plans.  And I want you to share those plans
with your friends and neighbors and coworkers.  There are still



people out there who are trying to make up their minds.  There
might even be some here who are trying to make up their minds,
maybe.  No, no, maybe your girlfriend said you’ve got to come. 
(Laughter.)  She’s smart enough, she’s already voting for
Obama, but you need some persuading.  (Applause.)
 
     So I ask you to compare my plan to Governor Romney’s
plan.  See which plan -- where’s my plan -- oh, it dropped --
(laughter) -- I couldn’t find my plan.  There it is. 
(Applause.)  Now, this is the same plan that’s on the website. 
And you should look and see which plan is better for you.  It’s
got details in here about how we can move the country forward.
 
     First, I want to end tax breaks for companies that are
shipping jobs overseas, give them to companies that are
investing and creating jobs right here in the United States of
America.  (Applause.)
 
     Number two, I want to cut our oil imports in half by 2020
so we control more of our own energy.  Right here in Florida,
we are seeing solar and other new sources of energy.  We’ve
doubled clean energy in addition to increasing oil and natural
gas production.  Today, we are less dependent on oil from
foreign sources than any time in the last two decades. 
(Applause.) 
 

And by the way, we’re also increasing fuel standards on
cars and trucks so you’ll go twice as far on a gallon of gas. 
(Applause.)  I want to build on that progress.  I don’t want
fuel-efficient cars and long-lasting batteries and wind
turbines and solar panels made in China.  I want them made
right here in Florida.  (Applause.)  I want them made right
here in the United States with U.S. workers.  (Applause.)
 
     Third, I want to make it a national mission to educate
our kids and train our workers better than anybody else on
Earth.  (Applause.)  I want to recruit 100,000 new math and
science teachers.  I want to train 2 million workers at
community colleges for the skills that businesses are hiring
for right now. I want to work with our colleges to keep tuition
low -- (applause) -- so that our young people aren’t burdened
with debt. We can do that.
 
     Number four, I want to reduce our deficit by $4 trillion,
but I want to do it in a balanced way.  We’ll cut out spending
we don’t need, but I’m going to ask the wealthiest Americans to
pay a little bit more so we can invest in the research and
technology and infrastructure that keeps new jobs and
businesses coming to America.  And I will never, under the
guise of reducing the deficit, turn Medicare into a voucher --
(applause) -- because Americans shouldn’t have to spend their
golden years at the mercy of insurance companies.  (Applause.)
 
     And by the way, while we’re at it, as we saw again this
week, I don’t think any politician in Washington -- most of
whom are male -- should be making health care decisions for
women.  (Applause.)  Women can make those decisions
themselves.  I don’t think your boss or your insurance company
should be making those decisions.  Women should be making their
own health care decisions.  That’s why the health care law we
passed put those choices in your hands -- that’s where it



belongs and that’s where it will stay as long as I am
President of the United States.  (Applause.)
 
     And finally, I’ll use the savings from ending the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan to put people back to work doing some
nation-building here at home -- (applause) -- rebuilding our
roads and our bridges, our broadband lines in the rural areas,
fixing our schools up.  When our veterans come home, I want to
make sure they’ve got jobs waiting for them.  (Applause.) 
We’re going to serve them as well as they’ve served us,
because nobody who’s fought for this country should have to
fight for a job or a roof over their heads when they come
home.  (Applause.)
 
     That’s the plan we need, Florida.  That’s how you build a
strong, sustainable economy that has good, middle-class jobs. 
That’s how you encourage businesses to start here and to stay
here.  That’s how you’re going to actually increase take-home
pay.  That’s how you build an economy where everybody who works
hard has a chance.  That’s what we can do together.
 

And now it’s up to you.  Now it’s up to you, right here
in Florida, today.  You can choose the path that we go from
here.  It’s up to the young people here to choose the future
that you want to see.  (Applause.)  It’s up to the not-so-
young people to choose the kind of country we leave for the
future generations.
You can choose the top-down policies that got us into this mess
-- or you can choose the policies that are getting us out of
this mess.  (Applause.)
 

You can choose a foreign policy that’s reckless and wrong
-– or you can choose one that’s steady and strong. 
(Applause.) 
 

You can choose to turn back the clock 50 years for women,
and for immigrants, and for gays -– or in this election, you
can stand up for that basic principle that makes our country
the envy of the world -- that we’re all created equal; that
everybody has a place.  (Applause.)  Black, white, Hispanic,
Asian, Native American, young, old -- black, white --
(applause) -- gay, straight -- it doesn’t matter, no matter who
you are, no matter you look like, no matter where you come
from, no matter who you love –- in America, you’ve got to be
able to make it if you try. (Applause.)  That’s what we
believe.  That’s what we’re fighting for.  (Applause.)

 
Florida, we have been through tough times these past four

years.  I meet folks all the time who tell me how tough times
have been.  And there are a lot of folks where times are still
tough.  But the good news is -- Americans, we’re always
tougher. We always bounce back.  We always come out on top. 
(Applause.)  Because we pull together.  Because we look after
one another.  Because we leave no one behind.  We don’t close
the door behind us if we succeed.  We make sure that we’re
bringing more folks through that door.  Because we don’t turn
back.  We go forward.  Adelante.  (Applause.)  We look forward
to a future that is brighter.  We look at the distant horizon
and we say, that’s where we’re headed.  (Applause.) 

 
In America, our destiny is not written for us, it’s



written by us -- and we can write that next chapter together. 
 

So, Florida, that’s why I’m asking for your vote in this
election.  (Applause.)  That’s why I’m asking for your vote. 
And if I have the privilege of serving as your President for
another four years, I promise you will always have a President
who hears your voices.  You’ll always have a President who
fights for your families.  You’ll have a President who spends
every waking hour thinking about how I can make your lives just
a little bit better, make the future of your children and
grandchildren a little bit brighter. 

 
Florida, I believe in you.  I’m asking you to keep

believing in me.  (Applause.)  And if you’re willing to work
with me, and knock on some doors with me, make some phone
calls with me, vote for me -- (applause) -- we’ll win
Hillsborough County again.  We’ll win Florida again. 
(Applause.)  We’ll win this election again.  (Applause.)  We’ll
finish what we started in 2008.  And we’ll remind the world why
the United States of America is the greatest nation on Earth. 
(Applause.) 
 

God bless you, and God bless the United States of
America.  (Applause.) 

 
                             END                9:20 A.M.
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Ohio!  (Applause.)  Are you fired up? (Applause.)  Are you ready to
go?  (Applause.)  I can't hear you.  Are you fired up?
 

AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Are you ready to go?
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I am glad to be back in Cleveland, Ohio!  (Applause.)  We've got two

extraordinary representatives who are here -- Betty Sutton and Marcy Kaptur -- give them a big
round of applause.  (Applause.) 

 
It's great to see all of you who are here. 
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We love you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Applause.)
 
This is the final stop on our 48-hour fly-around all across America.  We've been going for

two days straight.  (Applause.)  We've been from the East Coast to the West Coast, and now we're
going back East again.  (Applause.)  We just made a quick stop in Chicago so I could vote. 
(Applause.)  I can't tell you who I voted for because it's a secret ballot.  (Laughter.)  But
Michelle told me she voted for me.  (Applause.) 

 
So, Ohio, I've got to tell you, even though I've been going for about 38 hours straight, even

though my voice is getting kind of hoarse, I've still got a spring in my step.  (Applause.) 
Because our cause is right.  (Applause.)  Because we're fighting for the future.  (Applause.) 
I've come to Ohio today to ask you for your vote.  (Applause.) 

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And the good news is I'm asking for your vote and I'm asking you to vote

early.  (Applause.)  Here in Ohio, you can vote now.  You don't have to vote later.  I need you to
vote early, and I need your help to keep moving America forward.  (Applause.) 

 
Look, we've already now had three debates.  We've had a year of campaigning.  We have had way

too many TV commercials.  I feel bad for the state of Ohio -- you've had a lot of commercials. 
(Laughter.)  You've now heard Governor Romney's sales pitch.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, no, no, don't boo --
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- vote.  (Applause.) 
 
But Governor Romney has been running around saying he's got a five-point plan to fix the

economy.  Turns out it's only a one-point plan -- folks at the very top get to play by a different
set of rules than you do.  They get to pay a lower tax rate, outsource more jobs, let Wall Street
run wild again.  It was the philosophy he had when he was in the private sector.  It was the
philosophy he had as a governor in Massachusetts.  And if it sounds familiar, it's because we just
tried that philosophy in the decade before I took office.  And we know what happened.  It didn’t
work. 

 
Jobs were being shipped overseas at a record pace.  Incomes were falling.  Record deficits,

the slowest job growth in half a century.  Incomes were not going up -- they were going down.  The
worst economic crisis since the Great Depression.  That’s what those ideas produced.  And we’ve
been working for four years now, Ohio, to clean up the mess that those policies left behind. 
 
     Now, Governor Romney understands this.  He knows his plan is no different than what we tried
under the previous President.  So in the final weeks of this election, since he knows that it’s
probably not going to be real popular, he’s trying to kind of fuzz things up a little bit.  He’s
counting on you to forget.  He’s hoping that you come down with what we call a case of --
 
     AUDIENCE:  Romnesia!  (Applause.)
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  -- Romnesia.  (Laughter.)  He’s hoping you won’t remember that his economic
plan is more likely to create jobs in China than here in Ohio, because it rewards companies that
ship jobs overseas instead of companies that are creating jobs right here in Ohio, right here in
the United States of America.  (Applause.)
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     He’s hoping you won’t remember that he wants to give millionaires and billionaires a $250,000
tax cut.  And the reason he can’t explain it is because the only way to pay for it is either by
blowing a hole in the deficit, making it even bigger, or making your taxes higher.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo -- vote. 
 

He’s hoping that if he just keeps on saying how much he loves cars over and over again --
(laughter) -- that you won’t remember he wrote an article that was titled, “Let Detroit Go
Bankrupt.”

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I mean, I don’t know how a guy sits on a stage, talking to tens of millions

of fellow Americans, and you are saying somehow that you were all for the auto industry when
everybody remembers you weren’t.  (Applause.)  The people of Detroit remember.  The people of Ohio
remember.  (Applause.) 

 
If Mitt Romney had been President when the auto industry was on the verge of collapse, we

might not have an American auto industry today.  We’d be buying cars from China, instead of
selling cars to China. 

 
The auto industry supports one in eight Ohio jobs.  It’s a source of pride to this state. 

It’s a source of pride for generations of workers.  I refused to walk away from those workers.  I
refused to walk away from those jobs.  (Applause.)   I wasn’t going to let Detroit go bankrupt, or
Toledo go bankrupt, or Lordstown go bankrupt.  (Applause.)  I bet on American workers.  I bet on
American manufacturing.  And I’d do it again, because that bet always pays off.  (Applause.)
 
     So now, in the closing moments of the election, Governor Romney is hoping you, too, will come
down with a severe case of Romnesia.
 

AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  So I’m here to tell you, Cleveland, if you start feeling a temperature, if

you’re eyes are getting a little blurry and your hearing is getting a little muffled, if you’re
feeling a little weak, you need to know that whatever the symptoms are, don’t worry, Obamacare
covers preexisting conditions.  (Applause.)  We can fix you up.  We can make you well.  There’s a
cure, Ohio, you just have to make sure to vote. (Applause.) 

  
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Look, we joke about Romnesia, but it’s not funny because it speaks to
something serious.  It has to do with trust.  There’s no more serious issue in a presidential
campaign than trust.  Trust matters.  You know what, Ohio, after all these years you now know me. 
You know that I mean what I say and I say what I mean.  (Applause.)  You know that I’ve been
willing to take some tough positions even when they’re not popular.  And, by the way, saving the
auto industry wasn’t popular when we were doing it even in Ohio, even in Michigan.  But it was the
right thing to do.
 
     You know that every single day when I get up in the morning, I’m thinking about you.  When I
walk into that Oval Office, I’m fighting for your families.  And we may not have gotten every
single thing done that we need to get done, but I have kept the commitments and the promises that
I made.  (Applause.)
 
     I told you I’d end the war in Iraq -- and we did.  (Applause.)  I said we’d transition out of
Afghanistan -- and we are.  (Applause.)  I said we’d refocus on the terrorists who actually
carried out the 9/11 attacks -- and al Qaeda is decimated and Osama bin Laden is dead. 
(Applause.)  We kept those promises.  (Applause.)  A new tower is rising above the New York
skyline.  Our heroes are starting to come home.  I’ve kept those promises. 
 

I was proud and humbled to learn today that we have Colin Powell’s support in this campaign. 
(Applause.)  And I’m grateful to him because of his lifetime of service for his country, as a
soldier and as a diplomat.  But I’m also grateful to every brave American who serves in uniform. 
And they should know this:  As long as I’m your Commander-in-Chief, I will sustain the strongest
military the world has ever known.  (Applause.)  That’s a promise I’ve kept.

 
     Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for families like yours, for middle-class families --
we kept that promise.  I promised to cut taxes for small businesses -- we’ve cut taxes for small
businesses 18 times.  I kept that promise.  (Applause.)  I promised to end taxpayer-funded
bailouts for Wall Street -- I’ve kept that promise, and we got every dime back that we used to
rescue the financial system.  (Applause.)
 
     I promised that we would make sure that nobody in this great country of ours goes bankrupt if
somebody in their family gets sick -- we’ve kept that promise.  (Applause.)
 
     I promised to repeal “don't ask, don't tell,” because anybody who is willing to serve our
country should be able to with honor and dignity regardless of who they love.  I kept that
promise.  (Applause.)
 
     I said that we would keep the American auto industry going, and today its engines are roaring
at full throttle.  Nearly 250,000 new jobs -- not just something the Midwest can be proud of,
something America can be proud of.  (Applause.)   
 
     We’re moving forward, Ohio.  After losing 9 million jobs in the Great Recession, using the
policies that Mitt Romney now wants to bring back that caused all those jobs to be lost, we’ve now
added, using my policies, more than 5 million new jobs in the past two and a half years. 
(Applause.)  The unemployment rate has fallen.  Manufacturing is coming back to our shores. 
Assembly lines are humming again.  (Applause.)   
 

We’ve got a long way to go, but, Ohio, we’ve come too far to turn back now.  (Applause.)  We
can't go backwards to the policies that caused us so much trouble, that hurt so many families. 
We’ve got to stick to the policies that are getting out -- getting us out of this mess. 

 
I need you, Ohio.  America needs you, Ohio.  That's why I’m running for a second term as



President of the United States.  (Applause.)
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, Ohio, I don't want your vote just because of what I have done; I want
your vote because of what I’m going to do.  (Applause.)  I’ve got a plan that will actually create
jobs, a plan that will actually create middle-class security.  And unlike Mr. Romney, I’m proud to
talk about what is actually in my plan because my plan adds up.  The math works.  If you want to
take a look, go to BarackObama.com/plans.  I want you to share it with your neighbors.  Share it
with your friends.  Share it with your co-workers.  There are still people out there who are
trying to make up their minds.  Some of you may be still trying to make up your mind.
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Oh, no, maybe your girlfriend brought you here and she said, I’m going to
convince you tonight you need to vote for Obama -- but you haven’t made up your mind yet.  Maybe
your Grandma said, you need to vote for Obama.  And you said, okay, Grandma, I’ll come.  But
you’re not yet sure.  So I want you to look at this plan.  Compare my plan to Governor Romney’s.
I’m not scared of the comparison.  I want you to know what’s in my plan and what’s in his, and see
what’s better for you and your family and for America.  (Applause.)
 
     Look, here’s what’s in my plan:  I want to end tax breaks for companies that ship jobs
overseas.  I want to rewards small businesses and manufacturers who create jobs right here in
Ohio, right here in the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 
     Number two, I want to cut our oil imports in half by 2020 so we control more of our own
energy.  We’re less dependent on foreign oil than any time in the last two decades, and we’re
producing jobs doing it.  And one reason, by the way, is because we increased fuel-efficiency
standards on cars and trucks made right here in America, so your cars and trucks will go twice as
far on a gallon of gas.  (Applause.) 
 
     I don't want fuel-efficient cars, or long-lasting batteries, or wind turbines, or solar
panels built in China.  I want them built here.  (Applause.)   I want them manufactured in
Cleveland. I want them made in Ohio.  I want them stamped with:  Made in America.  We can do
that.  (Applause.)
 
     Now, I also want to make sure that our kids and our workers are better trained than everybody
else.  We’ve got to make this a national mission.  I want to recruit 100,000 math and science
teachers to make sure our kids are at the cutting edge.  (Applause.)  I want to train 2 million
workers at community colleges so they have the skills for the jobs that are there right now and
the jobs of the future.  I want to work to make sure that colleges and universities keep tuition
down so our young people aren’t burdened with debt.  (Applause.)  We can do that.
 
     Number four, my plan will cut the deficit by $4 trillion over the next 10 years.  We need to
do that, but we need to do it in a balanced way.  We can do it without sticking it to the middle
class.  I’m going to cut out spending that we don't need
-- we’ve already cut a trillion dollars -- but I’m also going to ask the wealthiest among us to
pay a little bit more --  (applause) -- so that we can invest in the research and technology to
keep new jobs and businesses coming to America.
 
     And by the way, I’m not going to use deficit reduction as an excuse to turn Medicare into a
voucher system.  (Applause.)  Because Americans should not be spending their golden years at the
mercy of insurance companies.  (Applause.)
 
     And by the way, while we’re on the topic of health care, we saw again this week, you don't
want a bunch of politicians in Washington, most of whom are male, making health care decisions for
women.  Women can make those decisions themselves.  (Applause.)  That's what I stand for.  That's
what I’ll continue to stand for as President of the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 
     Number five, as we are ending the war in Iraq and Afghanistan, I want to take some of the
money that we save and put it to work doing some nation-building here at home.  We’ve got
construction workers and folks in the trades who are at home right now.  They're dying to get back
to work.  Let’s put them back to work rebuilding our roads and our bridges, our schools all across
America.  Let’s train our veterans as they're coming home to get some of those jobs.  (Applause.)
 
     Let’s make sure that we’re giving them a chance to be police officers and firefighters and
first responders.  Let’s make sure our veterans when they come home are being served as well as
they’ve served us -- because nobody should have to fight for a job when you’ve fought for your
country.  You shouldn’t have to fight for a roof over your heads when you’ve fought for your
country.  (Applause.)
 
     Look, Ohio, that's the plan we need.  That's how you build a strong, sustainable economy. 
That's how you create good middle-class jobs.  That's how you encourage new businesses to start
here and stay here.  That's how you increase take-home pay.  That’s how you give workers a chance,
if they’re willing to work hard, to build a better life for themselves.  (Applause.)  That’s how
you make sure that everybody has got a chance to get ahead. 
 

That’s what we can do.  But we can only do it together.  And Ohio, I’m going to need you to
do it.  It’s now up to you to choose the path that we take.  It’s up to the young people who are
here -- (applause) -- to choose the future that you want.  It’s up to the not-so-young people like
me and you -- you know who you are -- (laughter) -- to choose the future you want for the next
generation.
 
     We can go back to the top-down policies that we know in our gut won’t work, or you can choose
the policies that we know give us the prospect of broad-based prosperity.  You can choose a
foreign policy like Governor Romney is offering that’s reckless and wrong, or you can choose the
kind of policy that I’ve implemented that is steady and strong.  (Applause.)
 
     You can choose to turn back the clock 50 years for women and immigrants and gays, or in this
election, you can stand up for that basic principle enshrined in our founding documents that all
of us are created equal, all of us endowed with certain inalienable rights by our Creator; that it
doesn’t matter whether you’re black or white, Hispanic, Asian, Native American, young or old, rich
or poor, gay or straight, abled or disabled -- we all have a place in America if you’re willing to
work hard, if you’re willing to stand up, you can make it here in America if you try. That’s what
we’re fighting for.  That’s who we are.  (Applause.)



 
     Listen, Ohio, I know we’ve been through tough times.  Every day I think about everybody out
there all across the country who wants to work and is still looking for a job, whose homes may be
still underwater or at risk of foreclosure.  The folks out there who, at the end of the month, are
sitting around the kitchen table, trying to figure out, how am I going to make all these bills.
 
     Michelle and I understand it because we know what it’s been like to have a tough time
sometimes.  But what I also know and all of you remind me of this every day when I’m talking to
the American people -- we’re tougher than tough times.  We always bounce back.  We always come out
on top because we pull together, because we look out for one another, because we leave nobody
behind, because we don’t forget where we come from, because if we’re successful then we keep the
door open for folks who are coming up from behind, because we don’t look backwards -- we look
forward.  We look at that distant horizon.  We look at that new frontier.  We are not afraid of
the future.  (Applause.)
 
     America, our destiny is not written for us -- it’s written by us.  And we can write that next
chapter together.  And that’s why I’m asking you for your vote in this election.  (Applause.)  And
if you give me your vote, I promise you, you will continue to have a President who hears your
voices; a President who fights for your families; a President who spends every waking hour trying
to figure out how I can make sure that your lives are a little bit better, and more importantly,
that all of our children’s lives are a whole lot brighter. 
 
     Ohio, I believe in you. 
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We believe in you!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And I need you to keep believing in me.  And if you’re willing to roll up
your sleeves and work with me, knock on some doors with me, make some phone calls with me, we’re
going to win Cuyahoga County.  We’re going to win Ohio.  We’re going to win this election.  We’re
going to finish what we started.  We’ll remind the world why the United States of America is the
greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.) 
 
     God bless you, and God bless the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 
                                       END                         8:48 P.M. EDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Cincinnati!  It is good to be back!  Everybody, please have a seat if you've got a
seat.  (Laughter.) I think most people have a seat here.  It is great to see all of you. 
 
     I want to acknowledge -- first of all, I want to make sure that I acknowledge your outstanding mayor, Mark
Mallory is in the house!  (Applause.)  Where is he?  He was around here somewhere. There he is right there.  Good
to see you. 
 
     Now, I know that some of you think that I came to this music hall to sing.  (Laughter and applause.)  But I
have to tell you, there's no concert tonight -- (laughter) -- or at least not this afternoon.  There may be a
concert tonight.  Michelle has told me I should not be singing in public all the time.  (Laughter.)  Well, it's --
happy birthday.  What's your name? 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Adam.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Adam?  How old are you, Adam? 
 
AUDIENCE:  I'm 18 today.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  All right.  Let's sing "Happy Birthday" to Adam then.  We can sing.  (Sings "Happy

Birthday").  Yay!  All right.  (Applause.)  So there was a concert after all.  (Applause.)
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I'm 101 years old! 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  There you go.  Let's give a round of applause -- what's your name, sir?
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Dr. Harvey.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Okay.  (Laughter.)  Dr. Harvey, happy -- it's not your birthday, but just congratulations on

being 101.  (Applause.)  Dr. Harvey looks good.  I've got to follow him around and see what he eats.  (Laughter.) 
Because I'm going to eat what he eats. 

 
Okay, you guys -- 105 right here!  (Applause.)  105?  (Laughter.)  What's that sweet lady's name? 
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Margaret Harris.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Margaret Harris is 105 years old.  (Applause.)  God bless her -- 106 next month.  She's

beautiful. 
 
Well, it's so nice to -- I guess folks do pretty good down here in Cincinnati.  (Laughter.)  You've got 105,

101 --
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I'm 93.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- 93 -- okay.  (Laughter.)  God bless you. We love you, too.  (Laughter.)  Anybody else over

100?  (Laughter.)  You're not over 100.  All right.  No more birthdays, that’s it.  (Laughter.)   
 
Now, today --
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Are you going to sing?
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, I'm not going to sing.  (Laughter.)  No Al Green.
 
Today, we are turning this beautiful music hall into a town hall.  (Applause.)  So I'm not going to take too

much time up front.  I want to spend as much time as possible answering some of your questions and getting your
comments.  But I do want to just say a few things about what's at stake here.

 
Four years ago, we came together -- Democrats, but also independents and Republicans -- who were interested

in restoring the basic bargain that made America the greatest nation on Earth. We've got so much to be thankful
for -- incredible land and an incredible military, our men and women in uniform, they do so much for us all the
time, and there's obviously great wealth in this nation.  But what really sets us apart has always been that we've
got the greatest middle class -- (applause) -- and a basic idea that’s at the heart of this country that says if
you work hard, then you can get ahead.  If you're responsible, then you can live out your dreams, you're not
confined to the circumstances of your birth. 

 
A basic belief that if you're doing what you need to do -- because we're not a country that believes in

handouts, we believe in working for what we get -- that you're able to find a job that supports a family, get a
home that you can call your own, that you're able to send your kids to get a good education and hopefully allow
them to go to college and they can achieve and succeed in ways you might not have even imagined; that you won't
go bankrupt when you get sick -- (applause) -- that you'll be able to retire with dignity and respect. 
(Applause.)  That’s the idea that built this country.  That’s the idea that turned us into a economic powerhouse. 

 
And what we saw for about a decade before I took office was the sense that that dream was slipping away from

too many people, because people were working harder but they were getting less. Incomes and wages were flat-lining
while the cost of everything from college to health care to groceries to gas were all going up. 

 
So our goal was to turn this around -- and we knew it wouldn’t be easy.  We knew that it might take more

than one term, maybe more than one President.  But we knew that we had to get started to reclaim this dream. 
 
And then what we discovered was that because of irresponsibility, because of economic policies that had

failed and a lack of oversight when it came to regulations, we inherited the worst financial crisis and the worst
economic crisis since the Great Depression.  And millions of people were hurt -- lost their jobs, lost their
homes, lost their savings.  And a lot of folks are still struggling. 

 
But here's the thing.  Americans are always tougher than tough times.  And this crisis has not changed our

character.  It hasn't changed what we believe in.  It hasn't changed that basic notion that everybody should get a
fair shot, and everybody should do their fair share, and everybody should play by the same set of rules. 
(Applause.) 
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And so even though over the last three and a half years, our central focus has been how do we recover from

this crisis, and get people back to work, and make sure that small businesses are doing well again, and that
they're getting financing -- despite all those things, our goal has not just been to get back to where we were
before the crisis struck, but rather to build an economy that lasts -- (applause) -- to build an economy that
says no matter what you look like, no matter where you come from, no matter what your last name is, you can make
it if you try here in America.  (Applause.)
 
     Everything I’ve done since I’ve been President has been focused on this central issue.  That's the reason I’m
running for a second term as President of the United States.  (Applause.)
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  (Applause.)
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And you know, part of the reason -- part of the reason I’m here today --
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years! 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  -- part of the reason that I’m here today is I want to remind everybody that the challenges
we face are solvable.  The problem is not a lack of big ideas.  It’s not a lack of technical solutions to our
policy issues.  The problem is we’ve got a stalemate right now in Washington --
 

AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- between two fundamentally different ideas about how we move the country forward.

 
     This election is about more than just two candidates or two political parties.  It’s about two different
visions about how do we build a strong economy.  (Applause.)  And the good news is you’re the tiebreaker.  The
choice is up to you.  The choice is up to you.  (Applause.)
 
     Governor Romney and his allies in Congress, they believe in an economic theory that says if folks at the very
top are doing really well, then that spreads to everybody else.  It’s what we call top-down economics. 
 
     So right now their main prescription for growing the economy faster is an additional $5 trillion in tax cuts,
most of which would go to the wealthiest Americans, even if to pay for it you’d have to gut education programs,
or turn Medicare into a voucher program, or eliminate our investments in basic research and science.  That's their
vision about how you grow an economy.
 

They’ve actually got a two-part vision.  One is tax cuts for the wealthy, and then the second is eliminate
regulations that we’ve put in place to make sure, for example, that Wall Street doesn't engage in the same
reckless behavior that got us into this mess in the first place.  (Applause.) 
 
     Now, I’ve got to tell you, it would be one thing if they had this theory and we hadn’t tried it before.  But
the truth is we tried it for almost a decade, and it didn’t work.  The track record of their vision resulted in
turning surpluses into deficits.  We ran two wars on a credit card.  Job growth was the most sluggish it had been
in decades.  The average wages and income of working families actually went down during this period, and it
culminated in this massive crisis.
 
     So I don’t know about you, but in my life, what I found -- sometimes I do bone-headed things, I make
mistakes.  What I find is when I don’t -- when I try something and it doesn’t work, then I don’t try it again. 
(Applause.)  Right?  You don’t go back to doing something that didn’t work.
 
     Now, I’ve got a different idea.  So, for example, Governor Romney said he would extend the tax cuts for the
wealthiest Americans indefinitely. 
 

AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  He says that until he puts a tax plan in place.  But his tax plan is not just to keep all

the Bush tax cuts.  As I said, he wants to put another $5 trillion -- this is estimated that it’s almost
impossible for you to bring down the deficit and deal with the debt with that kind of tax plan.  Nearly 40 percent
of these new taxes would go to the top 1 percent of all households. 
 
     We have not found any serious economic study that says Governor Romney’s economic plan would actually create
jobs -- until today.  I’ve got to be honest.  Today we found out there’s a new study out by non-partisan
economists that says Governor Romney’s economic plan would, in fact, create 800,000 jobs.  There’s only one
problem:  The jobs wouldn’t be in America.  (Laughter and applause.)  They would not be in America.  They’d be in
other countries.  By eliminating taxes on corporations’ foreign income, Governor Romney’s plan would actually
encourage companies to shift more of their operations to foreign tax havens, creating 800,000 jobs in those other
countries. 
 

Now, this shouldn’t be a surprise, because Governor Romney’s experience has been investing in what were
called "pioneers" of the business of outsourcing.  Now he wants to give more tax breaks to companies that are
shipping jobs overseas. 

 
So I want everybody to understand, Ohio, I’ve got a different theory.  We don’t need a President who plans to

ship more jobs overseas, or wants to give more tax breaks to companies that are shipping jobs overseas.  I want to
give tax breaks to companies that are investing right here in Ohio -- (applause) -- that are investing in
Cincinnati, that are investing in Hamilton County.  (Applause.)  I want to give incentives to companies that are
investing in you, the American people, to create American jobs, making American goods that we’re selling around
the world, stamped with three proud words:  Made in America.  (Applause.) 

 
That’s why I’m running for President of the United States.
 
Now, the difference extends not just to the difference in corporate taxes, it's also individual taxes.  We

don't need a President who is going to give himself a big tax break.  (Laughter.)  We need a President who is
going to cut your taxes.
 
     Now, four years ago I promised to cut taxes for the middle class -- and I kept that promise.
 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Yes, you did!  (Applause.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  The typical family's tax burden is $3,600 lower than it was when I came into office.  I want

all the press to notice that.  (Applause.)  Because sometimes, you'll hear all these crazy accusations -- oh,
Obama, is raising taxes and burdening -- no, here are the facts.  Typical middle-class family, your taxes have
gone down $3,600 since I've been in office.  (Applause.)
 
     A couple weeks ago, I called on Congress to immediately extend these tax cuts to 98 percent of the American
people.  Folks making $250,000 a year or less would not see their taxes go up one single dime -- their income
taxes go up one single dime.  (Applause.)  Now, I should point out, by the way, that 97 percent of small
businesses also would not see their taxes go up, because typically they don't earn more than $250,000. 
(Applause.)
 
     Now, if you're fortunate enough to be the other 2 percent -- and I am -- I mean, Michelle and I didn't use
to be, now we are. We've been blessed.  That's great.  (Applause.)  What we're saying is for those folks, we can
afford to pay a little bit more in taxes by going back to the rates that were paid under Bill Clinton.  That will
help us reduce our deficit by about a trillion dollars.  And everybody says the deficit and the debt are
important, and I agree.  (Applause.)
 
     And I just want to point out, the last time we did that, when Bill Clinton was President, we had surpluses,
not deficits, created 23 million new jobs, and by the way, we created a lot of millionaires and billionaires to
boot.  Because when an economy is growing from the middle out and from the bottom up, everybody does well,



including people at the very top.  That's how you grow an economy.  (Applause.)
 
     When teachers and firefighters and police officers and construction workers -- when folks who are putting in
a hard day's work, when they do well, then everybody does well.  That's how America has always succeeded.  We
believe in individual initiative and self-reliance.  But there's some things we do together, and growing an
economy is one of them.
 
     My grandfather, he went to college on the GI Bill.  That generation helped to expand the middle class, and
everybody did better.  When we invested in the Hoover Dam or the Golden Gate Bridge, or the Internet, sending a
man to the moon -- all those things benefited everybody.  And so that's the vision that I want to carry forward. 
 

That's why when the auto industry was on the brink of collapse and Governor Romney said let's "let Detroit go
bankrupt," I said no.  One out of eight jobs in Ohio depend on the auto industry -- (applause) -- a million jobs
across the Midwest are at stake.  (Applause.)  I'm going to bet on American workers and American ingenuity.  And
now, GM is back on top and Chrysler and Ford are on the move, and the American auto industry has come roaring
back.  (Applause.)
 
     So let me just close by saying this, and then we can get to some questions.  My vision says we’re going to
invest in education and we’re going to hire new teachers, especially in math and science; open up 2 million more
slots for folks to go to community colleges to get trained in the jobs that businesses are hiring for right now. 
(Applause.)  We already helped to make sure that student loan rates didn't double, but now we’ve got to work more
to lower tuition costs so young people aren’t burdened with debt.  (Applause.) 
 

So we’re going to invest in education.  We’re going to invest in American energy.  Yes, we want to continue
to expand our production of oil and natural gas, but I also want to make sure that we are the leaders in solar
and wind and biodiesel, the energy of the future that can help reduce our dependence on foreign oil.  (Applause.)
 
     American manufacturing, change our tax code, provide incentives for companies to invest here, invest in basic
research and science so that we are at the cutting-edge -- because whoever has got the best technology, will
ultimately have the best economy.  (Applause.)  We've got to make those investments. 

 
Rebuilding our infrastructure -- I know you've got some bridges around here that need repair.  (Applause.) 

You've got some roads that need a repair.  Let's put construction workers back to work.  (Applause.) 
 
I ended the war in Iraq as I promised.  We're winding down the war in Afghanistan.  We decimated al Qaeda. 

(Applause.)  Let's now take half the money we were spending on war and do some nation-building right here at
home.  (Applause.) 

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And finally, let's reduce our deficit, reduce our debt.  Let's do it in a responsible way

that allows us to continue to make these investments we need to grow, and make sure that everybody is doing a
little bit to help not just themselves but help the country.

 
So that’s my vision.  And it contrasts with the other side, and you are going to be the tiebreaker.  This is

going to be your choice.  That’s how our democracy works.  And some of you noticed, there's going to be a lot of
paid advertising and a lot of money -- we're seeing folks write $10 million checks  --

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  That's not us!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- to try to get me out of office.  So it's not you, I know.  (Laughter.) 
 
But even though my hair is a little grayer -- (laughter) -- even though I'm a little older, let me tell you,

I still have as much confidence as I ever had in the American people.  (Applause.)  Because one of the great
privileges of being President is you get a chance to travel all across the country.  You meet people from every
walk of life.  And wherever I go, what I'm always struck by is the core decency and goodness and hard work and
responsibility and faith that the American people have.

 
So I'll always bet on the American people.  And I'm confident that if we work hard, we get our message out,

we have an honest debate about what needs to happen in this country and what future is best for our children and
our grandchildren, then we're going to finish what we started in 2008.  (Applause.)  And we'll remind the world
why the United States is the greatest  nation on Earth.  (Applause.)

 
Thank you very much, everybody.  Thank you.  (Applause.) 
 
Okay.  So everybody take a seat so I can see who wants to ask a question.  And there are no -- there are

only a couple of rules here.  Rule number one is you’ve got to raise your hand if you have a question.  I’m going
to call girl-boy, girl-boy -- (laughter) -- just to make sure that it’s fair.  If you have a chance, stand up and
introduce yourself.  And there are folks in the audience with microphones, so wait until we’ve got a microphone so
everybody can hear your question. 

 
And my only other request, because I want to try to get in as many questions as I can -- at least six or

seven -- so if people can keep their questions short, I’ll try to keep my answers short.  (Laughter.)  But, now,
if you ask me how do you bring about world peace, that’s a big question.  (Laughter.)  So try to keep the question
to one that we can be succinct about, all right?
 
     And I’m going to start with this young lady right here in the sort of the pink, white blouse.  Yes, right
there.  All right, and wait till the microphone comes up.  Introduce yourself.
 
     Q    Can you stand with me?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Oh, is that the birthday boy?
 
     Q    Yes.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Okay, I didn’t -- he’s getting a lot of attention today.  (Laughter.)  All right, go ahead.
 
     Q    Okay.  My name is Anna, and my son is openly gay.  And he is grassroots, and he speaks for a lot of the
LGBT community. And we’d like to know, since you are for the LGBT, what’s your next steps?  What are you going to
do for us?  (Applause.)  
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, look, let me say this.  First of all, I think what the American people have seen and
made such progress on is recognizing the idea of equal rights, equal dignity, equal respect for everybody.  That
applies to everybody. (Applause.)  That is a bedrock principle of America. 
 

And that’s -- when I came into office, everything from making sure that same-sex couples could have
visitation in hospitals just like everybody else, making sure that we ended "don’t ask, don’t tell" because
fighting for the country you love should not depend on who you love -- (applause) -- being clear that DOMA is
something that we should repeal -- across the board I’ve tried to constantly align myself with what is best in our
tradition, and that is you treat everybody fairly. 

 
Americans are about fairness.  And that doesn’t mean that folks have to agree with everybody on everything. 

We don’t.  But we want to treat everybody fairly. 
 
     Now, I think it’s important to recognize, though, that our gay and lesbian brothers and sisters are still
subject to discrimination.  That’s why we passed hate-crime legislation, and we’ve still got to fight for that.  I
think it is important for us to respect decisions that states make with respect to expanding treatment of same-sex
couples and marriage.  But also what I want to say is that gay and lesbian families are like everybody else --
what they’re really also worried about right now is making sure they can pay the bills.  (Applause.)
 



So my strong belief is that it is important for us to focus on individual issues of fairness, but also
recognize that we all have common interests as well.  Your son is 18; I’m assuming he’s going to get some more
education, and I’m assuming you guys are worrying right now about making sure he doesn’t come out with a whole
bunch of debt, and how --

 
Q    Miami.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Miami? 
 
Q    Miami.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Miami of Ohio? 
 
Q    Yes.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Outstanding -- congratulations.  (Applause.)  We’ve got some folks from the alma mater here. 
 
So we want to treat everybody fairly, and we also want to make sure that the economy treats everybody

fairly.  And I’m going to be fighting for that as long as I’m President of the United States.  (Applause.)
 
All right.  This gentleman right here.  Does anybody have a mic over there?  Okay, right behind -- very

good.  I’m impressed. There you go.
 
Q    Mr. President, I’m Jim O’Reilly.  Ten years as an elected city official has shown me a real change in

what the Republican Party has been doing to us.  They’ve taken away our power to protect our natural resources --
water and air -- from the strength of the oil and gas drillers that are doing fracking here in Ohio.  I support
what Lisa Jackson and the EPA are doing. Is there more the administration can do to protect us from the adverse
effects of drilling for natural gas?  Thank you.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, this is a great question, and it’s an important question.  (Applause.)  A couple of

things I just want everybody to know.  First of all, if you hear anybody say that somehow we are impeding the
development of our energy resources here in this nation, I want you to know these facts:  oil production -- higher
than it’s been in eight years; natural gas production -- higher than it’s been probably in our lifetimes; oil
imports -- actually lower than they’ve been in 16 years.  In fact, our oil imports are less than 50 percent now
for the first time in a very long time.  And so we’re moving in the right direction in terms of energy
independence.  (Applause.)

 
Now, part of that is this boom in natural gas.  And this is something we should welcome, because not only are

we blessed with incredible natural gas resources that are now accessible because of new technologies, but natural
gas actually burns cleaner than some other fossil fuels, and is an ideal fuel -- energy source that we potentially
can use for the next 100 years.  So I want to encourage natural gas production.  The key is to make sure that we
do it safely and in a way that is environmentally sound. 

 
Now, you always hear these arguments that somehow there’s this huge contradiction between the environment and

economic development, or the environment and energy production.  And the fact of the matter is that there are a
lot of folks right now that are engaging in hydraulic fracking who are doing it safely. The problem is, is that we
haven’t established clear guidelines for how to do it safely, and informed the public so that neighbors know
what’s going on, and your family, you can make sure that any industry that’s operating in your area, that they’re
being responsible.

 
So what we’ve said is, look, we are going to work with industry to establish best practices.  We are going

to invest in the basic research and science required to make sure this is done safely and in a way that protects
the public health.  And for responsible companies, they should be able to operate, make a profit, and we can all
benefit and put people back to work.  But if you’re an irresponsible company that’s not doing the right thing,
we’re going to hold you to account.  And that’s how we should develop this incredible resource -- which, by the
way, if we do it properly, could end up changing the economics and politics globally of energy in a way that's
actually very good for us, because we'll be less dependent on what happens in the Middle East and our economy will
be less subject to the kinds of spikes that we saw earlier in the spring in terms of gas prices. 
     Thank you for the question.  (Applause.) 
 
     All right, it's a woman's turn.  That young lady in the white t-shirt right there -- hold on, hold on, wait
for the mic.
 
     Q    My name is Delisha White (ph) and I and my husband, we're small business owners.  And he actually has a
question that he needs to answer.  (Laughter.) 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, wait.  No, no, you can't do that now. (Laughter.)  I called on the young lady and
that's what's called a bait and switch.  (Laughter.)  That is what's called a bait and switch.  No, the rule is
that I'm going to make sure that women get equal time with men.  (Applause.)
 
     Q    Well, we would like --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Oh, no, no, no, no.  (Laughter.) 
 
     Q    Okay, his question was, he is a small business owner and he wanted to know what can you do for the
self-employed -- for self-employed businesses with less than 10 employees working with him.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Okay, here's what I'm going to do.  I'm going to let him go ahead and ask his question. 
(Laughter.)  And then, I'm going to call on two women in a row.  (Applause.)  Because this is -- we got cheated
here.  (Laughter.)   
 

Go ahead.  Next time, you stand up.  Don't send your wife out first.  (Laughter and applause.)
 
     Q    Okay, I'm Tony White and hello, Mr. President. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Good to see you, Tony.  What kind of business do you have?
 
     Q    A barbershop and beauty salon.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  There you go.
 
     Q    I've been in business for over 10 years now.
 

THE PRESIDENT:  That's great.
 
Q    And what I'm trying to find out is what will you be doing, or if there's anything you'll be doing, for

the self-employed and businesses with employees -- with less than 10 employees. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Absolutely. 
 
     Q    And also, when can I cut your hair?  (Laughter and applause.)
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, first of all, let me answer the second question first.  You know that you would not
want a President who is disloyal to his barber.  (Laughter and applause.)  I mean, a man and his barber, that's a
strong connection.  (Laughter.)
 

Q    I know, I know.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  So I am not going to let you cut my hair because my barber would be hurt.  (Laughter.)  

 



     Q    Just one time, just once.  (Laughter.)
      THE PRESIDENT:  Maybe I’ll let you give me a line -- a little bit.
 
     Q    Yeah, yeah, we can do that.  (Laughter.)   
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  All right, in terms of small business -- look, small businesses are the lifeblood of our
economy.  They account for most of the new job growth.  We’ve got obviously great big businesses.  In this area,
Proctor & Gamble is an example of an outstanding large business.  But a lot of the job growth happens with small
businesses who then become medium-sized businesses and then maybe at some point become large businesses. 
     So ever since I came into office, one of my biggest priorities was how do we support small businesses --
which is why we’ve actually provided 18 different tax breaks just targeted at small business since I’ve been in
office.  It’s the reason why we have pushed the Small Business Administration, especially when the recession had
just hit, to extend additional financing and to waive fees for small business, because one of the biggest
challenges for small businesses is getting credit lines.
 
     Q    Yes, it is.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And we’ve actually been pushing the banks to say, look, taxpayers pulled your backside out of
the fire -- (applause) -- it’s now important for you to step up and make sure that small businesses aren’t finding
their credit restricted, especially if they’ve been in business for a while. 
 

The other thing we’ve done is to say, what are the critical needs of small business?  A lot of time, one of
the biggest challenges is to make sure that you, as a sole proprietor, that you can get health insurance for you
and your family.  So when you hear about the Affordable Care Act -- Obamacare -- (applause) -- and I don’t mind
the name because I really do care.  That’s why we passed it.  (Applause.)  You should know that once we have fully
implemented, you’re going to be able to buy insurance through a pool so that you can get the same good rates as a
group that if you’re an employee at a big company you can get right now -- which means your premiums will go
down.  (Applause.)
 
     We will also give you additional tax credits if you are providing health insurance for your employees --
we’ll give you tax credits for that.  Right now, one of the things we’re pushing Congress to do is to give you a
tax credit if you hire additional workers, or you give folks who are a working for you a raise.  We want to give
you incentive to do that.  (Applause.)
 
     But this is an example of where there’s a contrast between myself and my opponent.  As I said before, his
basic tax plan is to give folks at the top a tax break.  Now, we can have that debate, but what I’ve said is, in
the meantime, let’s give 98 percent of individuals and 97 percent of small businesses some certainty right now by
going ahead and passing a law that says your taxes won’t go up.  Because if Congress doesn't act, by the way, by
January 1st, everybody’s taxes here are going to go up, by an average of about $1,600 -- if Congress doesn't do
anything.  And so what I’ve said is if you really want to help small business right now, give 97 percent of them
the certainty that their costs will not go up.  (Applause.)  And then we can have a debate about the other 2, 3
percent.
 
     Now, one last point I’m going to make on this small business and taxes argument -- you’ll hear Republicans
say, you know what, if you tax, let’s say, somebody with a million dollars of income, you're going to be crushing
the small business jobs creators.  Now, first of all, I’ve just explained 97 percent of small businesses make less
than $250,000 a year.  But setting aside that, the way they describe small businesses, half of the Fortune 400
richest Americans in the country would qualify as a "small business."  Hedge fund managers would qualify as small
business, even if they were pulling in a billion dollars a year.  And this is an example of what I mean when I
say we just want everybody to be treated fairly. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Right!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Michelle and I were talking the other day, and Michelle’s dad worked as a blue-collar

worker.  He was at the water filtration plant in Chicago, worked there all his life -- all his adult life.  And
he had MS, so by the time I met him, he could barely walk.  But he never missed a day of work.  He had to use two
canes.  He had to wake up an hour earlier than everybody else just to get dressed.  But he never missed a day of
work.  And he took pride in being at the job, even if he didn’t feel well.  And he used to tease folks who were
lazy -- he'd say, these people are so lazy they won't even go to work to pick up their paycheck.  (Laughter.) 
They want it mailed to them. 

 
And Michelle's mom, she stayed at home when the kids were young and then she went to work as a secretary. 

And she worked as a secretary most of her adult life. 
 
So the point is, they didn’t have a lot.  But Michelle and I were talking about how they didn’t envy people

who had a lot more.  There was no sense that somehow our lives are less because we're not millionaires, we're not
making huge amounts of money.  God bless folks who are doing successful -- who are successful and doing well.  The
only thing that Michelle's parents, my mom, my grandparents, the only thing they didn’t like is when you felt like
folks at the top were taking advantage of their position and not following the same rules as everybody else and
keeping other folks down.  (Applause.)  

 
And we don’t want an economy in which some are being treated differently than others.  That’s all.  And

that’s especially true when it comes for our small business folks.  I want them to have some of the same
advantages, because you probably can't afford the same number of lawyers and accountants and all that stuff that
are working all these loopholes.  And I want to make sure that you're getting the same good deal as everybody
else.

 
All right?  Okay.  (Applause.) 
 
I'm going to call on this young lady right here.  She seems like she has an urgent question.  Hold on, wait

for your mic.  Wait for your microphone.  We're getting the next generation involved in this.  (Applause.)  Right
here, right there.  Yes.

 
Q    What's your favorite Girl Scout cookie?  (Applause.)
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Oh, oh.  I've got to say this is one of the toughest questions.  (Laughter.)  What's your

name?
 
Q    Julie.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And you’re a member of a Girl Scout troupe?  Are you? 
 
Q    Yes.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  How long have you been a Girl Scout?
 
Q    I think for only -- I think only this year.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  This year?  Have you --
 
Q    Two years.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Two years.  Have you been having fun?
 
Q    Yes.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Yes?  You know, I've got to say that I'm pretty partial to those mint -- (applause.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I'm just saying -- that’s just me.  I didn’t mean to create controversy here.  There was

someone -- (laughter) -- did you hear there was somebody booing.  What do you -- how do you -- what's was your



choice?  Who was booing up there?  (Laughter.)  You had a different opinion.  What are you, oatmeal, or --
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Peanut butter.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Peanut butter is quite good, too, but I'm going with the mint.  I'm going with the mint. 
 
All right?  Thank you for the question.  Thank you.  (Applause.) 
 
All right.  Remember I said I was going to go two ladies right now.  So here, right here.  Right here.  Here

we go.  Whoops, don't fall, now.  Go ahead. 
 
Q    My name is Susan.  Welcome to Cincinnati.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you. 
 
Q    Given how divided the country is, if elected, how do you plan to try to united everyone?
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, I'll be honest, sometimes people ask me what's my disappointment since I've come into

office.  And obviously, we're always trying to grow the economy faster, put people back to work faster.  But one
of the disappointments I've had is that we have not changed the tone in Washington the way I wanted to. 
(Applause.)
 
     Now, part of this just has to do with the fact that the other side had a basic economic -- or a basic
political theory after I got elected -- and this is not my opinion.  I mean, this has been said by the leader of
the Senate minority in Washington. And the basic theory was, you know what, we kind of screwed things up; Obama is
really popular right now; if we cooperate with him, then he'll get credit, so we're better off just saying no. 
And if we do that, then over time folks will forget the mess he inherited and we can go after him, and hopefully
that will help our politics.  Again, this is not my theory.  This is explicitly their strategy. 
 

What's true is also we've got, as I said, two different visions about how to move the country forward.  But
my hope is that this election allows us to, once and for all, resolve some of the bigger questions about how we
move the country forward -- because right now we've got as stark a choice as you could imagine.  I believe in
investing in education and transportation and science and research, and bringing down our deficits in a balanced
way, and changing our tax code to make sure that companies that are investing here are doing better. 
 

Mr. Romney has the opposite view on almost all those positions.  On things like "don't ask, don't tell", Mr.
Romney wants to reverse my position.  On issues like immigration -- I believe in comprehensive immigration reform;
he does not.  On issues related to women, I believe that Planned Parenthood does a lot of good, and that women's
health -- (applause) -- women should be able to control their own health care decisions.  (Applause.)  He does
not. 

 
On Iraq, he said me ending the war was "tragic."  I said I think it was the right thing to do.  (Applause.) 

On Afghanistan, I imposed a deadline, a timetable for when we're going to bring our troops home.  He wants to
extend their stay indefinitely.  So on all these issues, we've got just profound differences. 

 
Now, you guys ultimately are the arbiters of this disagreement.  And in this election, if the American people

decide you know what, we want to try what Mr. Romney is offering --
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, I mean, that's the great thing about democracy, is people can vote and make up their

minds.  And so, if that's the case, then you can count on Mr. Romney implementing the plan that he and the
Republicans in Congress have put forward.  So $5 trillion in tax cuts, massive cuts in a lot of the programs that
are so important, from my perspective, to growing the economy -- those will be eliminated.  Medicare will be
voucherized.  They will implement what they say they're going to implement.

 
But if I'm elected, not only do I think that we'll be able to continue the progress that we've made over the

last three and a half years, I actually think that a lot of Republicans, since this will be my last election, they
will not be as interested in just beating me, and maybe they’ll be more interested in moving the country forward. 
That's my hope.  (Applause.)
 
     And I have to say the truth is on most of these issues, there shouldn’t be so much partisan rancor because
most of the positions I’ve taken are positions that used to be supported by Republicans.  (Applause.)
 
     And if you want just one good example -- health care.  (Applause.)  The bill I passed is in all respects
similar to what Mr. Romney passed in Massachusetts.  It’s working really well there.  He should be proud of it
instead of running away from it. And the original idea of using the private sector to make sure that everybody had
health care -- that originated as a Republican idea.  And I said, fine, I’m willing to work with your ideas to
make progress.
 
     So I actually think that there are a number of Republican members of Congress who right now feel as if
they’ve got to toe the party line.  But if the objective is no longer just beating me, my hope is that they’ll be
more open to finding common-sense solutions to the problems that our country faces.  And I know that is absolutely
a goal of mine because in the end, we are not Democrats or Republicans first, we are Americans first.  That's what
I believe.  (Applause.) 
 
     All right.  I’ve got time for two more questions.  This gentleman in the blue shirt right there.  All right,
I’ll end over here.  (Laughter.)  Go ahead.
 
     Q    Mr. President, my name is Jeff Weitzel (ph) and I have been teaching more 21 years.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Congratulations.  (Applause.)
 
     Q    Thank you.  I teach at a vocational school, career-tech school.  And my question to you is -- we’ve
been talking about jobs, we’ve been talking about kids, we’ve been talking about -- I know you want every kid to
go to college, but not every kid is going to go to college.  We need people to work.  We need people to be
plumbers and build bridges and those kinds of things.  And what I want to -- (applause) -- I believe it, I really
do. 
 

We do miracles at our school.  We take kids who have had really rough lives and we make them productive.  But
the problem is, is that they are not getting enough chances to get to go to work right away.  We have advisory
boards, but they advisory boards are free, and these people are not getting paid.  What we need -- and I was
hoping that you could tell if this is something in your agenda -- can we have people come in, give tax breaks to
these companies to come and help schools to teach the schools what they really need for these kids?  And that’s
what we’re looking for.  (Applause.)

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, first of all, thank you for teaching. Most important job there is.  (Applause.)  We

appreciate that.  Second of all, I want to be very clear.  When I say everybody needs a higher education, I don’t
mean everybody has got to take a four-year college education.  The point is that, these days, if you want to be a
plumber, if you want to be an electrician, you want to be working in a factory, you are generally going to need a
little bit more training than high school provides -- which is why our community college system is so important.

 
But you are absolutely right that one of the, I believe, mistakes we made 20, 30 years ago was to start

deemphasizing vocational education -- (applause) -- because not everybody wants to sit in a classroom with a
book.  A lot of folks want to do stuff.  And right now, we’ve got shortages of folks in fields that need
technical training but don’t necessarily require a four-year college degree. 

 
And so part of what I’m talking to Secretary of Education Arne Duncan about is how do we work with high

schools so that young people who've got an aptitude -- whether it’s in graphic design or in electronics, or you
name it -- that they can start getting on a pathway so that they are being trained for the jobs that actually



exist now; they’re being matched up with companies that are hiring now.  They maybe start apprenticing junior,
senior year in high school; maybe it extends to another year or two in community college.  And by the time they’re
21, 22, 23, they are expert in fields where we know there is hiring taking place right now.

 
So it’s very important.  We’re going to be working with states, local governments, schools districts, and

community colleges to try to figure out how we can expand what is already a proven idea in a lot of places around
the country. 

 
And so, you and I, we’re right there.  We’re thinking the same way.  And I’m looking forward to seeing if we

can make progress on this.  (Applause.)
 
All right, last question.  I promised -- no, I’m going to call on this young lady right here.  This is the

last question, and we got to get a mic to her.  But it’s nice to see you, young man.  (Laughter.)  That’s a good-
looking young man, isn’t he?  He’s a handsome young guy.  (Laughter.)  All right, go ahead.

 
Q    Hi.  My father, he’s an unemployed construction worker and he’s on unemployment.  So as your job as

President, will he have a job before his unemployment runs out?
 

THE PRESIDENT:  Well, this is an important question.  What’s your name?
 
Q    Taylor.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Taylor.  How old are you, Taylor?
 
Q    I will be 13 in two months.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, so nice to meet you, and I’m glad you’re thinking about your dad, because I know he

wants to work.
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  That's my granddaughter.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  My hope is, is that we can put him to work.
 
Housing took the biggest hit in our economy because you had this big housing bubble that collapsed, so the

construction industry, the industry where your dad works, was the hardest hit of any industry and it’s the one
that’s been the slowest to come back -- which is why, since September of last year, I have urged Congress to
expand our efforts to rebuild roads, bridges, schools, laying broadband lines going into rural communities --
making sure that all these folks, like your father, who want to work -- these aren’t folks who are looking for a
handout, they want to be on the job -- so that they have an opportunity to do work that we’re going to have to do
anyway. 

 
And this is important.  How many folks here have a house and you know that you’ve got a leaky roof?  Do you

-- you can put off patching up that leaky roof, but sooner or later, you’re going to have to patch it up.  Sooner
or later.  And if you don't, what happens? 
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Falls in.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  It falls in.  And then what happens?  It’s more expensive.  Same is true if you got a busted
boiler.  So we all have what’s called deferred maintenance.  We can't always do it right away, but a lot of times,
if we have an opportunity to do it, we should go ahead and do it, especially if it’s cheap. 
 

It is cheaper now to do it than it will be later.  Interest rates are low.  Construction workers are out of
work.  Contractors are begging for work.  They’ll come in on time, under budget.  And so we could knock out a
whole bunch of work that needs to get done for this country anyway, and put people back to work, which would grow
the economy right now.
 
     Now, so far, I have not gotten a positive response from members of Congress on the other side of the aisle. 
They did just pass -- and this was a sign of some modest cooperation, so it makes me feel a little bit encouraged
-- they did just pass a transportation bill that at least wouldn’t lay off more construction workers. 
 

But the first thing I want to do was put your dad back on the job rebuilding America.  Now, if your father
still doesn't get a job, though, part of what I’m also looking for is making sure that unemployment insurance is
there for folks who want to work but are having trouble finding work.  (Applause.) 

 
And I want folks to be clear:  Unemployment insurance -- unemployment benefits, they're paid for.  Your

employer paid for them.  Directly and indirectly, you paid for them.  The idea is to have that safety net because
everybody once in a while can have some bad luck.
 
     Now, we tried to extend unemployment insurance beyond normal right after the recession hit.  We were able to
extend it again in 2010.  It’s been harder now to get Congress to extend it further.  And I don't know exactly
what category your father falls in, but my bottom line is, my general view is that as long as the economy is weak
and somebody is willing and able to work, and looking for work actively -- which is what's required if you want to
get unemployment insurance -- then we should be there for them to make sure that they can pay the rent and look
after their families. 
 

And so we'll continue to negotiate with Congress to make sure that unemployment is there.  But the most
important thing I want to do is make sure your dad can get a job.  (Applause.)
 
     Let me just say, everybody, I am going to be back in Cincinnati.  I'm going to be back in Ohio. 
(Applause.)  I want to thank you for your attention.  And I want to explicitly ask you for your support. 
(Applause.) 
    
     This is going to be a close election.  This is going to be a close election and it is going to be an
important debate.  And I want everybody to understand that what I've tried to do over the last three and a half
years is to keep my promises.  So I promised I'd end the war in Iraq -- I ended it.  (Applause.)  I promised that
we would keep taxes low for middle-class families  -- I did that.  (Applause.)
 
     But the most important promise I made -- some of you remember me saying this in 2008 -- I said, you know I'm
not a perfect man; I said, I wasn't going to be a perfect President -- no President is.  But what I promised you
was that I would always tell you what I thought, I'd always tell you what I believed, and I would wake up every
single day fighting as hard as I knew how for you.  (Applause.)  And you know what, I have kept that promise. 
 

Because when I look around this room, if I see an elderly couple I think about my grandparents and everything
they did for me.  And when I see this young lady asking about her dad, I think about my daughters.  I see myself
in you.  And my most important job is fighting for you and that basic American idea that if you work hard in this
country, you can succeed, you can get ahead.  (Applause.)
 
     And I'm going to do everything I can, as long as I have the honor of being President, to fight for you and
working families and middle-class families all across this country.  (Applause.)  So I hope you'll stand with me. 
I hope you'll work with me.  Let's finish what we started, and remind the world why the United States is the great
nation that it is. 
 

God bless you and God bless the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 
 
                          END              3:04 P.M. EDT 
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Colorado!  It is good to be back
in Grand Junction.  Love Grand Junction.  (Applause.)  It was
about four years ago, around this time, that I was first in
Grand Junction.  (Applause.)  We had a bunch of bales of hay. 
(Laughter.)  You remember that?  Everybody was nice.  Weather
was a little warm.  (Laughter.)  And it is great to be back.
 
     I’ve got a couple of people I want to acknowledge.  First
of all, please give Deanne a big round of applause for the
great introduction.  (Applause.)  And I’m a little sweet on
Deanne, not just because of a great introduction, but also
because she’s a nurse, and I just love nurses because they --
(applause) -- they do such a great job every day.
 
     Also, we’ve got one of your outstanding U.S. senators,
Michael Bennet, in the house.  (Applause.)  There he is.  And
one of your former senators, who is now doing an outstanding
job looking after the natural resources of this great country
of ours -- Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar. 
(Applause.) 
 
     Now, those of you who have a seat, feel free to take a
seat.  (Laughter.)  Those of you who don’t, just remember to
bend your knees because -- (laughter) -- sometimes I have
people drop off in the middle of -- (laughter) -- even when
I’m not talking too long, just because they’ve been standing
too long.  So especially when it’s warm like this.
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We love you!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  Who was that? 
(Applause.) 
    

Now, obviously, this is a smart crowd and so I know that
most of the last couple of weeks you’ve been watching the
Olympics, cheering on our U.S. athletes over in London. 
You’ve been spending time with family, trying to get outdoors,
at least when it cools off.  But unless you’ve been able to
hide the television completely or your cable is broke, then
you may be aware there’s a pretty intense campaign going on
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right now.  (Applause.)  And the reason it’s such an intense
campaign is because the choice that we face in November could
not be bigger. 

 
This is not just a choice between two candidates or two

political parties.  It’s a choice about two fundamentally
different visions for the country, two fundamentally different
paths.  And the direction that we choose -- the direction that
you choose when you walk into that voting booth in less than
three months -- is going to have a direct impact not just on
our lives, but on the lives of our children and our
grandchildren for decades to come.
 

Now, four years ago, we came together -- Democrats, but
also independents and some Republicans -- to restore the basic
bargain that had built this country, that had made us the most
prosperous nation on Earth.  And it’s a very simple bargain. 
It says, if you work hard, your work will be rewarded. 
(Applause.)  It says that if you put in enough effort, you can
find a job that pays a decent wage, pays the bills; that you
can afford to have a home that you call your own; that you
have health care you can count on when you get sick. 
(Applause.)  That after a lifetime of labor, you can put away
enough to retire with dignity and respect.  And, most
importantly, that you can give your kids the kind of education
and opportunity that allows them to dream even bigger and do
even better than you could ever imagine.  That’s the promise
of America.  That’s the promise of America.  (Applause.)
 
     Now, when we came together, we knew restoring that
bargain -- that deal, that compact -- was not going to be
easy.  We knew it would take more than one year or one term
or maybe even one President, because --
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Four more years!  (Applause.)
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  -- because we had seen what had happened
in the previous decade.  Jobs had moved overseas.  Folks were
working harder and harder, but their wages or incomes, they
were staying flat, sometimes even going down.  The cost of
everything from health care to college was going up.  And
then, it all culminated in the worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression -- a crisis that robbed too many of our
friends and our neighbors of jobs, the value of their homes,
their savings.  And all that pushed the American Dream even
further out of reach for too many working people.
 
     But, you know what, we’ve spent the last three and a
half years digging ourselves out of that hole.  (Applause.) 
We averted a depression; created 4.5 million new jobs --
500,000
in manufacturing.  We saved an auto industry.  (Applause.)  We
made sure that we worked to make college more affordable.  We
worked to make sure that health care was secure for families. 
 

And what we discovered during the course of these
difficult times is that a crisis doesn’t change our
character.  It doesn’t change who we are as a people.  It
doesn’t change what makes us great -- our toughness, our grit,
our resilience, and our ability to come together and work



together on behalf of this country.  And when we came together
in 2008, we understood that there is a core decency, that
there is a goodness to the American people, and we need to
make sure that that’s reflected in what happens in
Washington.  And our mission has never been more urgent. 
(Applause.)
 

So after three and a half tough years, we’re still
going.  We’re here to build an economy where hard work pays
off -- so that no matter who you are, or what you look like,
or where you come from, here in America, you can make it if
you try.  (Applause.)
 

That’s what this campaign is about, Colorado! 
(Applause.)  And that’s why I’m running for a second term as
President of the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 

Now, understand, there are no quick fixes or easy
solutions to some of these challenges.  But here’s the thing
that I constantly am reminded of wherever I travel across the
country:  We have the capacity to meet any challenge, because
we’ve still got the best workers in the world.  (Applause.) 
We’ve got the best entrepreneurs in the world.  We’ve got the
best scientists and researchers in the world, and the best
colleges and the best universities in the world.  (Applause.) 
We’re still a young nation, and we’ve got the greatest
diversity of talent and ingenuity and people who want to come
here from every corner of the globe. 

 
And so no matter what the naysayers tell us, no matter

how dark the other side tries to make things look, the fact is
there is not another country on Earth that would not gladly
trade places with the United States of America.  (Applause.)  
 

So we can solve our problems.  What’s standing in our way
is not that we don’t have good ideas or we don’t have
solutions to problems like energy independence or improving
our schools.  What is standing in our way is our politics. 
You’ve got a bunch of folks in Washington who think the only
way is their way, and who think that the only way to go
forward is to go right back to the same policies that got us
into this mess in the first place.
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  They believe in the old top-down
economics that we spent an entire decade trying and that did
not work.
 
     And look, I'm not exaggerating here.  My opponent, Mr.
Romney, and his friends in Congress, when you look at their
economic ideas, when you look at -- you know, they've spent a
lot of time on commercials, saying how there aren’t enough
jobs, and the economy is not growing fast enough.  And then
you ask them, okay, well, what is it that you're thinking
about doing?  And you know, I am not exaggerating, it boils
down to two things.  First of all, they want to give more tax
cuts to folks at the very top --
 

AUDIENCE:  Booo --



 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- $5 trillion worth of tax cuts on top

of the Bush tax cuts.  And then -- so that's idea number one. 
Idea number two is let's get rid of regulations that we put
into place to make sure that Wall Street does not misbehave
again and we don't have another meltdown, or getting rid of
regulations that help protect our air and our water, or
getting rid of regulations that protect consumers from
unscrupulous lenders.  That's their basic idea.  You get rid
of regulations and you cut taxes for wealthy Americans, and
somehow jobs and prosperity will all rain down on all of us.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  This is the path they're proposing.  If
you think I'm exaggerating, you go to their websites, you look
at the bills that have been passed by this House of
Representatives.  That is where they will take us if they
win.  In fact, the centerpiece of Mr. Romney's entire economic
plan is this new $5 trillion tax cut.  And now, I want you to
pay attention here -- we're going to do a little math.  I
know it's not everybody's favorite subject, but math is
important. 
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love math!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I like that -- somebody said they love
math.  There you go.  (Applause.) 
 
     All right, so we've known for a while that a lot of this
new $5 trillion tax cut would go to the wealthiest 1 percent
of all households.  But, last week, an independent nonpartisan
organization crunched the numbers.  They look -- what does
this mean, $5 trillion?  Keep in mind, by the way, the defense
budget is about $500 billion.  So a $5 trillion tax cut is --
over 10 years is like a tax cut that's as big as our entire
defense budget every single year.  So these guys were trying
to analyze what does this mean.  They found that Governor
Romney's plan would raise taxes on middle-class families with
children by an average of $2,000. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, the reason is -- as he says -- that

this $5 trillion tax cut he'll pay for by doing other things,
by slashing education or making Medicare into a voucher. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  But even after he makes all the cuts to

education and training and science and research and
transportation and environmental protection -- you name it --
it turns out he is still short.  So the only way that you
could actually pay for it is to have you pick up the bill.

 
So you would then pay $2,000 extra every year not to

reduce the deficit, not to help our kids get an education, not
to rebuild our roads and our bridges or lay broadband lines
into rural communities.  He would ask the middle class to pay
more in taxes so he could give another $250,000 to people



making more than $3 million a year. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, he was asked about this, his

campaign was asked about it, and if this sounds like an idea
that would be difficult to explain to the American people,
you're right.  (Laughter.)  Let's just say there was a whole
different kind of gymnastics being performed by Mr. Romney
than what's been happening in the Olympics.  (Laughter and
applause.)

 
So they were twisting and they were turning and doing

backflips, and trying to say, well, this is a biased report --
despite the fact that the head of this nonpartisan center used
to work for President Bush.  But it's not surprising that he
was trying to scramble a little bit, because they've tried to
sell this old, trickle-down tax cut fairy dust before. 
(Laughter.) 

 
And, you know what, it did not work then.  It won't work

now.  It's not a plan to create jobs.  It's not a plan to
lower the deficit.  It's not a plan to move our economy
forward.  It's not a plan to build the middle class.  We don't
need more tax cuts for folks like me.  We need tax cuts for
working Americans who are trying to raise a family --
(applause) -- and keep our families healthy, and send our kids
to college and keep a roof over their heads.  That's who needs
some help.  (Applause.)  That’s the choice in this election
and that’s why I’m running for President -- to fight for you. 
(Applause.) 
 
     Are you guys still bending your knees?  (Laughter.)  You
got some water, get hydrated. 
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Sing for us!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Michelle made me promise that I can't
sing to others anymore --

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- because she wants me to just sing to

her, you know?  (Laughter and applause.)
 
But look, Grand Junction, I've got a different plan for

America.  Their ideas aren't going to work. 
 
Four years ago, I promised to cut middle-class taxes. 

That’s exactly what I've done.  (Applause.)  The typical
family has seen their taxes go down by about $3,600.  So when
you talk to your friends or neighbors and they say, he's a
big, spending, tax-raising Democrat -- (laughter) -- you've
got to tell them, no, actually, if you're in the middle class,
your taxes have gone down.  (Applause.)  

 
So now, I want to keep taxes exactly where they are for

the first $250,000 of everybody's income.  So if your family
makes under $250,000 -- which, by the way, 98 percent of
Americans do -- (applause) -- 97 percent of small businesses



do, you will not see your income taxes increase by a single
dime next year.  That’s my plan.  (Applause.)  And, by the
way, I’ve told Congress -- I told the Republicans in Congress,
I said, let's do it now.  You guys say you don’t want to see
anybody's taxes go up; I don’t want to see anybody who's
making $250,000 or less see their taxes go up -- let's go
ahead and sign a bill.  (Applause.)  But, shockingly enough --
(laughter) -- they haven't agreed so far because they're
holding you guys hostage to try to get tax cuts for the top 2
percent.

 
Now, look, if you're fortunate enough to be in the other

2 percent of Americans, you're still going to get a tax cut on
the first $250,000 of your income.  So if you make $260,000,
the first $250,000, you're still keeping all that tax cut. 
It's just that little bit over $250,000.  Now, if you're
making $5 million, you can afford it.  Right?  (Applause.) 

 
All we're asking for folks who have been blessed -- like

me -- I mean, I'm not being self-interested here.  It's not
like I love paying taxes, but I understand I've got certain
obligations because this country has been so good to me. 
(Applause.)  So what I've -- all we're saying is for folks in
the top 2 percent, let's go back to what we were paying under
Bill Clinton.  Let's contribute a little bit more so we pay
down our deficit, and we can still invest in things like
education to help our kids succeed.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, keep in mind, just in case you’re talking to your

friends or neighbors again and they say, well, that just -- a
little bit of tax increase on the top 2 percent, that won’t
cut the deficit -- they’re right.  We got to do more.  So
we’ve already cut a trillion dollars.  Federal spending is
growing at a slower rate than any time since Dwight
Eisenhower.  (Applause.)  I’ll make sure government continues
to do its part, and we’ll cut out spending we don’t need.  But
I’m not going to pay for a massive new tax cut for
millionaires and billionaires by gutting investments that have
always made us strong as a country.  (Applause.) 

 
And, by the way, just like we tested their plan under the

previous administration and it didn’t work, we’ve tested my
plan because, as you’ll recall, under Bill Clinton, when those
taxes were a little bit higher on folks like me, the economy
grew faster than it has in years -- 23 million new jobs. 
(Applause.)  We went from a deficit to a surplus. 
(Applause.)  And folks at the top did well.  We created a lot
of millionaires to boot.  And the reason is that -- look, when
a construction worker has a got a little money in his pocket,
now he starts thinking about buying a new car.  When a teacher
has security in her job, now she might go to a restaurant once
in a while.  (Applause.) 

 
And so what happens is, when the middle class is strong,

suddenly businesses have more customers, businesses have more
profits, businesses decide to hire more workers.  Everybody
does well.  That’s how we build a strong economy -- not from
the top down, from the middle out, from the bottom up.  That’s
the choice in this election.  That’s why I’m running for a
second term for President of the United States.  (Applause.)



 
AUDIENCE:  Obama!  Obama!  Four more years!  Four more

years!
 

THE PRESIDENT:  Now, let me say, you can see how this
plays out on a whole bunch of issues -- not just taxes and
the deficit.  When the American auto industry was on the brink
of collapse, more than one million jobs at stake, Governor
Romney says, let’s “let Detroit go bankrupt.” 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --

 
THE PRESIDENT:  I said let’s bet on American workers. 

(Applause.)  And the American auto industry has come roaring
back.  (Applause.) 
 

So now, I want to make sure that the jobs of tomorrow,
including advanced manufacturing jobs, that they’re not taking
root in China or Germany.  I want them to take root in
Colorado, in Ohio, in Michigan.  (Applause.) 

 
Governor Romney and I have a different theory.  He spent

his private sector experience investing in companies that were
called "pioneers" of outsourcing.  I want to insource.  I want
to stop giving tax breaks to companies that are shipping jobs
overseas.  Let's give those tax breaks to companies that are
investing in Colorado, investing in Grand Junction, hiring
American workers, selling American products, stamping those
goods with three proud words:  Made in America.  That’s what I
believe.  (Applause.) 

 
Mr. Romney says it was "tragic" for me to end the war in

Iraq, like I promised.  I think after a decade of war it's
time to do some nation-building here at home.  (Applause.) 
Thanks to the incredible service of our men and women in
uniform -- (applause) -- Iraq is in charge of its own
destiny.  We are bringing troops home from Afghanistan.  We
went after bin Laden and al Qaeda and we got them. 
(Applause.) 

 
So now, let's take half of the savings that we were

spending on war and let's use it to put people back to work
rebuilding schools, rebuilding bridges, rebuilding roads,
improving our airport systems, improving our ports so that we
can move goods and services that will make our economy strong
not just now, but in the future.  And, by the way, that also
helps us pay for providing services that our men and women in
uniform have earned.  Our veterans fought too hard for us for
them to have to fight for a job or a roof over their heads
when they come home.  (Applause.)  That is a sacred trust
we've got to keep.  (Applause.) 

 
I'm running to make sure America once again leads the

world in educating our kids.  (Applause.)  I want to hire new
teachers, especially in math and science.  (Applause.)  Help 2
million people go to community colleges to train for the jobs
that businesses are hiring for right now.  (Applause.)  And I
want to make sure that every young person can afford to go to
college.  We have already expanded student aid; now we need to
bring tuitions down.  (Applause.)  That’s why I'm running for



President -- to give our young people a chance.  (Applause.)
 
On every issue, there's a difference.  On housing and

foreclosures, Mr. Romney says let the market just bottom out. 
I say let's let every American refinance their homes at
historically low rates, save $3,000 per family, per
homeowner.  That could actually boost the economy and
strengthen the housing market.  (Applause.)

 
When it comes to health care, he wants to kill

Obamacare.  I'm implementing Obamacare because it was the
right thing to do.  (Applause.)  Already, as we speak, 6.5
million young people under the age of 26 can stay on their
parent’s plan.  (Applause.)  Millions of seniors have saved
hundreds of dollars on their prescription drugs, and we're
closing the doughnut hole.  (Applause.)  Individuals and
businesses are getting rebates from their insurance companies
because insurance companies have to use most of the money they
get in premiums to provide care, not for CEO bonuses and
administrative costs.  (Applause.)  If your child has a
preexisting condition, insurance companies can't turn them
down.  (Applause.)  Soon, adults who have preexisting
conditions cannot be turned down.  (Applause.) 

 
So if that’s what Mr. Romney wants to get rid of --

despite the fact that he did the same thing in Massachusetts
and it worked pretty well -- (laughter) -- then that’s a
different --that's a choice in this election.
 
     You know, I don't think we should be refighting some of
the battles he wants to refight.  I think it was the right
thing to do to end "don't ask, don't tell."  (Applause.)  I
think you should be able to serve your country no matter who
you are.  (Applause.)  I don't think it makes sense for us to
take away control that women have over their own health care
decisions.  (Applause.) 
 

But most of all, most of all, I want to make sure that
that original bargain that made this country great, that basic
idea that if you work hard you can make it, that that is
restored.  And everything we do -- from health care to
education, to manufacturing, to our infrastructure, to our
investment in science and research -- all of this is designed
to make sure that we've got a strong middle class going
forward; that no matter what you look like, where you come
from, that everybody has got a fair shot, and everybody is
doing their fair share, and everybody is playing by the same
set of rules.  (Applause.) 

 
That's the same promise our parents and our grandparents

and our great-grandparents believed in.  And now we've got to
pass on that same promise to the next generation. 

 
Now, over the last -- over the next three months -- 89

days, to be precise -- (laughter) -- the other side will be
spending more money than we've ever seen.  You've got these
guys writing $10 million checks.  You've got these super PACs
that are just going crazy.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --



 
THE PRESIDENT:  And now, here's the thing.  I don't know

why they're running all these ads, because basically they only
have one ad.  It's just a variation on the same ad, which is
the economy is not where it should be and it's Obama's fault. 
That's their basic argument.  Because they know they can't
sell their actual plans -- they don't have plans. 
(Applause.)  Their message is designed to try to win an
election, but it's not a plan to create jobs.  They don't have
a plan to grow the economy.  They don't have a plan to revive
the middle class.  But I do.  (Applause.) 

 
And so when you're talking to your friends and your

neighbors, and they say, well, I don't know, Mr. Romney, he
ran a business and I think maybe that might work -- look, if
you believe that trying what we already tried and it didn’t
work is worth trying again; if you believe it's okay to cut
taxes for folks who are doing really well and ask folks who
are struggling to do more; if you think it's okay for us to
cut back on our investments in education and science and set
our sights lower -- then that's your choice.  That's how our
democracy works.  Try it out.
 
     But, you know what, if you believe that we're on the
right track -- (applause) -- if you think like I do that
we've come too far to turn back now, then I'm going to need
you, Colorado.  (Applause.)  We’ve got too many good jobs to
create.  We’ve got too many good teachers to hire.  We’ve got
too many great schools to build.  We’ve got too many students
we need to help go to college.  We’ve got too much homegrown
clean energy to generate.  We’ve got more troops to bring
home.  We’ve got more doors of opportunity to open to
everybody who is willing to work hard, to walk through that
door.  We’ve got to leave something behind for the next
generation, so they can do even better, so they can do even
bigger than we ever imagined.  (Applause.)
 

That’s what’s at stake.  That's why I'm running.  And if
you're willing to stand with me and if you still believe in
me just like I believe in you, we will win, Colorado.  We
will win this election.  (Applause.)  We'll finish what we
started.  And we'll remind the world why the United States of
America is the greatest nation on Earth. 
 

God bless you.  God bless the United States of America. 
(Applause.)  

 
                                      END                4:54
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Ohio!  (Applause.)
 

AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more
years!

 
THE PRESIDENT:  How’s it going, Bearcats?  (Applause.) 

Got some Bearcats in the house.  Are you fired up?
 
AUDIENCE:  Ready to go!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Fired up?
 
AUDIENCE:  Ready to go!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Fired up?
 
AUDIENCE:  Ready to go!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Oh, you sound pretty fired up. 

(Applause.)
 
Can everybody please give Julie a big round of applause

for the great introduction.  (Applause.)  Give it up for your
Mayor, Mark Mallory, who’s here.  (Applause.)

 
This is a nice crowd here.  Thank you so much.  Now,

those of you who have seats, if you want to get comfortable,
feel free. Those of you who don't have seats, you're stuck. 
(Laughter.) 

 
You know, for the past several days, all of us have been

focused on what’s happening on the East Coast, one of the worst
storms of our lifetimes.  And the images have been
heartbreaking. We've seen those who -- (audience interruption)
-- we're okay.

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!
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THE PRESIDENT:  I guess you all are still fired up. 

(Applause.)
         
But on the East Coast what we've seen are folks who are

going through some incredible difficulties.  There are those
who have lost loved ones.  And I had a chance to visit New
Jersey and talk to some of the families who have been affected
-- (audience interruption) -- it’s okay.  It’s okay, guys. 
We're okay.  (Applause.)

 
All right, let me try this again.  No, no, no, listen up

because this is important.  First of all, Cincinnati, Ohio
knows what it’s like sometimes to get hit by terrible storms. 
And we've seen families lose loved ones, and we've seen
people’s lives upended.  And so I hope that all of you are
understanding that this rebuilding is going to take a long
time.

 
Those of you who can help through the Red Cross, we need

you to help.  And when I went to New Jersey, what I told them
was -- (applause) -- what I told them was I come not just as a
President, but as a fellow citizen, and I'm confident I speak
for all Americans when I say that no matter how long the road,
no matter how difficult, we are going to be with them every
step of the way in helping them to rebuild their lives. 
(Applause.)  And we're going to do it together. 
 

During tragedies like this, obviously our hearts are
broken. But we're also inspired -- (audience interruption.) 
It’s okay, folks.  Everybody, it’s okay.  We're good. 
(Applause.)  These might have been some Tennessee Titans fans
who were mad about the Bears beating them really badly today. 
(Applause.)  My Chicago Bears did pretty good.  (Applause.)

 
But we've also been inspired these past few days by the

images of police officers and firefighters and EMS folks
running through water, and pulling folks out of buildings;
neighbors helping neighbors cope with tragedy; leaders of
different parties working together to fix what’s broken. 
(Applause.)  What we've seen is a spirit that says no matter
how bad a storm is, no matter how tough times may get, we're
all in this together.  (Applause.)  We rise or fall as one
nation, as one people.

 
And that spirit has guided this country along its

improbable journey for two centuries now.
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Applause.)
 
That spirit has also carried us through the trials and

tribulations of the last four years.  These have been a tough
four years.  In 2008, we were in the middle of two wars and
the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression.  Today,
our businesses have created nearly 5.5 million new jobs. 
(Applause.) The American auto industry is back on top. 
(Applause.)  Home values are on the rise.  We’re less dependent
on foreign oil than at any time in 20 years.  Because of the
service and sacrifice of our brave men and women in uniform,



the war in Iraq is over.  (Applause.)  The war in Afghanistan
is coming to a close.  (Applause.)  Al Qaeda has been
decimated.  Osama bin Laden is dead.  (Applause.)  We've made
progress.  
 

We’ve made real progress these past four years.  But
here’s the thing, Ohio.  We know we’ve got more work to do. 
That's why we're here today, because we've got more work to do.

 
As long as there’s a single American who wants a job but

can’t find one, our work is not yet done.  As long as there
are families working harder and harder but still falling
behind, our work is not done.  As long as there’s a child
anyplace in Cincinnati, anyplace in Ohio, anyplace in the
United States of America who’s languishing in poverty, who’s
barred from opportunity, the fight goes on.  (Applause.)

 
Our fight goes on, because this nation cannot succeed

without a growing, thriving middle class, and sturdy ladders
for all who are willing to work hard to get into the middle
class.  Our fight goes on because we know America always does
its best when everybody gets a fair shot, and everybody is
doing their fair share, and everybody is playing by the same
rules.  That’s what we believe.  That’s why you elected me in
2008.  And that’s why I’m running for a second term as
President of the United States.  (Applause.)

 
Now, in two days, America has got a choice to make.  You

in Ohio, you’ve already been making the choice because you’ve
got early vote.  (Applause.)  And those of you who have not yet
voted, you can still vote tomorrow and Tuesday.  So don’t wait.

 
But there may be some folks who are still undecided, just

decided you wanted to hear Stevie.  (Laughter.)  I can’t argue
with that.  But for those of you -- or your friends or your
neighbors -- who are still trying to make up their minds, this
is not just a choice between two candidates or two parties. 
It’s a choice between two different visions of America. 
(Applause.)  It’s a choice between a return to the top-down
policies that crashed our economy, or the strong, growing
middle-class-based policies that are getting us out of a
crisis.  (Applause.)

 
Now, understand, look, as Americans, we believe in the

free market.  We believe in free enterprise.  We believe in the
strivers, the dreamers, the risk-takers.  We know they’ve
always been the driving force behind our economy, the greatest
engine of growth and prosperity the world has ever known. 
That’s what we believe.  But we also believe that in this
country, the free market and free enterprise work best when
everybody has got a chance to participate -- (applause) -- when
everybody is getting a good education and the skills they need
to compete; when, together, we’re investing in research for
medical breakthroughs and new technologies. 

 
We believe America works best, is stronger, when everybody

can count on affordable health insurance -- just like Julie and
Nathan.  (Applause.)  When they can count on Medicare and
Social Security in their golden years; when there are rules to
protect our kids from pollution; rules to protect consumers
from being taken advantage of by unscrupulous credit card



companies or mortgage lenders. 
 
And then, we believe there are some things that Washington

should just stay out of -- like we believe no politician --
especially a whole bunch of male politicians in Washington --
should control the health care choices women can make for
themselves.  (Applause.)

 
Now, for eight years, we had a President who shared these

beliefs -- his name was Bill Clinton.  (Applause.)  And so we
were able to put our ideas to the test.  His economic plan when
he came in asked the wealthiest Americans to pay a little more
so we could reduce our deficit and invest in the skills and
ideas of our people.

 
And at the time, the Republican Congress -- and a Senate

candidate by the name of Mitt Romney -- said that Bill
Clinton’s plan would hurt the economy and kill jobs.  Turns out
his math was just as bad back then as it is now.  (Applause.) 
Because by the end of President Clinton’s second term, America
had created 23 million new jobs.  And incomes were up, and
poverty was down, and our deficit became the biggest surplus in
history.  So our ideas have been put to the test, we know they
work.

 
Now, the other guy’s ideas have been put to the test also

-- because after President Clinton, we had eight years in which
we tried giving big tax cuts to the wealthiest Americans.  We
tried giving insurance companies and oil companies and Wall
Street a free license to do whatever they pleased.  And what we
got was falling incomes, and record deficits, and the slowest
job growth in 50 years, and an economic crisis that we’re still
cleaning our way out of.

 
So -- stay with me here -- we’ve got ideas that work, and

we’ve got ideas that don’t work.  And so the choice should be
pretty clear.  But Governor Romney is a very talented salesman,
and so in this campaign he has tried as hard as he can to   
repackage the old ideas that didn’t work as new ideas.  In
fact, he’s offered them up as change -- says he’s the candidate
of change.  (Laughter.) 

 
Now, here’s the thing, Cincinnati.  It turns out we know

what change looks like.  (Applause.)  And what Governor Romney
is selling is not change.  Giving more power back to the
biggest banks -- that’s not change.  Another $5 trillion tax
cut that favors the wealthy -- not change.  Refusing to answer
questions about the details of your policy until after the
election --definitely not change.  That’s the oldest trick in
the book.  Ruling out compromise by pledging to rubber-stamp
the tea party’s agenda in Congress -- not change.  Changing the
facts when they’re inconvenient to your campaign -- not
change.  (Applause.)

 
Governor Romney has been having a tough time here in Ohio

because everybody knows he was against saving the auto industry
in a state where one in eight jobs is connected to the
American auto industry.  So he decided to solve that problem by
running ads that say the Jeep plant here in Ohio is shipping
jobs to China -- even though everyone knows the Jeep plant
isn’t shipping jobs to China.  That’s not a good closing



argument to the people of Ohio.
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And the problem is this isn’t a game.  You

don’t scare people just to scare up some votes.  (Applause.) 
You don’t have workers in the Jeep plant calling up their boss
saying, am I about to lose my job, because they’ve seen an ad
on TV that’s not true.  That’s not what being President is all
about.  (Applause.) 

 
And so when you’re thinking about this choice, or your

talking to your friends and neighbors about this choice, you’ve
got to remind them it’s not just about policy, it’s also about
trust, who do you trust. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  You!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Look, Ohio, you know me by now. 
(Applause.) You may not agree with every decision I’ve made --
Michelle doesn’t agree with me on everything -- (laughter) --
you may sometimes be frustrated at the pace of change.  I get
frustrated at the pace of change sometimes.  But you know I say
what I mean and I mean what I say.  (Applause.) 
 
     I said I’d end the war in Iraq -- I ended the war in
Iraq.  (Applause.)  I said I’d pass health care reform -- I
passed it.  (Applause.)  I said I’d repeal “don’t ask, don’t
tell” -- I repealed it.  (Applause.)  I said I’d help young
people afford a college education -- we expanded Pell grants,
lowered student loans.  (Applause.)  I do what I say.
 
     You know where I stand and you know what I believe.  You
know I tell the truth.  And you know I’ll fight for you and
your families every single day as hard as I know how. 
(Applause.) 
 
     So when I tell you I know what real change looks like,
it’s because I’ve fought for it; because I delivered it;
because I’ve got the scars to prove it -- because that’s why
my hair went gray.  (Applause.)  And, Ohio, after all we’ve
been together, we can’t give up on it now.  We’ve got to keep
on going and bring some more change to America.  (Applause.) 
We’ve got more work to do. 
 
     So let me tell you, over the next four years here’s what
change is.  Change is a country where every American has a shot
at a great education.  Now, government can’t do this alone;
parents have to parent, students have to study.  Bearcats, I
want you to hit the books now.  Don’t just have fun here. 
(Applause.) But don’t tell me that hiring more teachers won’t
help this economy grow -- of course it will.  (Applause.) 
Don’t tell me that students who can’t afford college should
just borrow money from their parents.  (Applause.)  That wasn’t
an option for me, and I’ll bet it’s not an option for a lot of
you.
 
     That’s why I want to cut the growth of tuition in half
over the next 10 years.  (Applause.)  That’s why I want to
recruit 100,000 math and science teachers, so our kids don’t
fall behind the rest of the world.  (Applause.)  That’s why I



want to train 2 million Americans at our community colleges
with the skills that businesses are hiring for right now. 
That’s my plan.  That’s what change is.  That’s what we’re
fighting for in this election. (Applause.) 
 
     Change is when we live up to this country’s legacy of
innovation.  I’m very proud that I bet on American workers,
American ingenuity and the American auto industry.  But I’m
especially proud because we’re not just building cars, we’re
building better cars here in Ohio, here in the Midwest, here in
America -- (applause) -- cars that by the middle of the next
decade will go twice as far on a gallon of gas.  (Applause.) 
That helps our environment.  That helps our economy.  That
helps our national security. 
 
     But we don’t want to just stop at cars.  We want advanced
manufacturing all across this country.  There are thousands of
workers building long-lasting batteries, building wind
turbines, building solar panels.  (Applause.)  I don’t want a
tax code that simply subsidizes oil company profits when
they’re making money hand over fist.  I want to support the
energy jobs of tomorrow.  I want to support the new technology
that will cut our oil imports in half.  (Applause.)  I don’t
want a tax code that rewards companies shipping jobs overseas. 
I want to reward companies investing here in Ohio,
manufacturing with American workers.  That’s my plan for jobs
and growth.  That’s the future I see.  (Applause.) 
 
     Change is turning the page on a decade of war so we can
do some nation-building here at home.  As long as I’m
Commander-in-Chief, we will pursue our enemies with the
strongest military the world has ever known.  But it’s time for
us to use some of the savings from ending the wars in Iraq and
winding down, transitioning in Afghanistan to pay down our
debt, to rebuild America.  (Applause.)  Let’s put some folks
back to work right now repairing roads and bridges.  And
there’s a bridge right here in Cincinnati that needs some
work.  (Applause.)  Let’s make sure we’ve got schools that are
state-of-the-art all across this country.  And let’s,
especially, hire our veterans, because if you fought for this
country and its freedom, you shouldn’t have to fight for a job
when you come home.  (Applause.) 
 
     That’s what will keep us strong.  That’s my commitment to
you.  And that’s what’s at stake in this election. 
 
     Change is a future where we reduce our deficit and our
debt, but we do it in a balanced, responsible way.  I’ve signed
a trillion dollars’ worth of spending cuts; I intend to do
more.  But if we’re serious about our deficit, we can’t just
cut our way to prosperity.  We’ve also got to ask the
wealthiest Americans to go back to the same tax rates they paid
when Bill Clinton was in office.  (Applause.)  And the reason,
Cincinnati, is because a budget is about choices.  It’s about
values.  It’s about priorities.  We can’t do everything.  We’ve
got to make some decisions in terms of what’s important. 
 

And as long as I’m President, I won’t turn Medicare into a
voucher just to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut. 
(Applause.)  I won’t throw kids off of Head Start just to pay
for another tax cut for me.  I don’t need it.  (Applause.) 



Those kids need it; I don’t need it.
 
So we know what change is.  We know what the future

requires.  And we also know it’s not easy.  It’s not easy
bringing about change.  Back in 2008, when we talked about
change we believe in, I warned people -- look, I wasn’t just
talking about changing presidents; I wasn’t just talking about
changing political parties; I was talking about changing how
our system of politics works. 

 
I ran because the voices of the American people -- your

voices -- had been shut out of our democracy for way too long
by lobbyists and special interests and politicians who will say
and do whatever it takes just to keep things the way they are. 
(Applause.)  The protectors of the status quo -- they’re
powerful.  And they’ve fought us every step of the way in
Washington.  They spent millions to try to stop us from
reforming health care; spent millions to try to stop us from
reforming Wall Street.  And when we got all those things
through, they engineered a strategy of gridlock in Congress,
refusing to compromise even on ideas that both Democrats and
Republicans used to support -- like Obamacare, which started
out in Massachusetts under Governor Romney.  (Applause.)  It
worked fine when a Republican was sponsoring it, and suddenly
it was terrible when a Democrat put it forward.  (Laughter.) 
 
     And the reason they’ve done this -- look, it’s a
strategy.  They made a calculation.  What they’re counting on
is that you will be so worn down by all the squabbling, you’ll
be tired of all the dysfunction, you’ll just be fed up and
you’ll ultimately give up on the idea of change -- you’ll walk
away, you’ll leave them in power, you’ll decide things can’t
change.
 
     AUDIENCE:  No! 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  In other words, their bet is on
cynicism.  But, Ohio, my bet is on you.  (Applause.)  My bet
is on you.  My bet is on the common sense and decency of the
American people. 
 
     And, by the way, this is not a partisan idea.  When the
other party has been willing to work with me to advance the
cause of middle-class and working-class families, I’ve been
right there with them.  We worked with Republicans and
Democrats to cut middle-class taxes, to cut taxes for small
businesses.  We came together to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell”
-- we had some courageous Republican senators get involved. 
(Applause.) 
 
     I will work with anybody of any party to move this
country forward.  And if you want to break the gridlock in
Congress, you vote for leaders -- whether they’re Democrats,
Republicans, independents -- who feel the same way, who put you
first, who don't put politics or the next election first. 
(Applause.)
 
     But if we want meaningful change that actually helps
families, then we also have some principles.  There have to be
some things that we’re willing to fight for.  If the price of
peace in Washington is cutting deals that kick students off of



financial aid, or get rid of funding for Planned Parenthood, or
let insurance companies discriminate against people with
preexisting conditions, or eliminate health care for millions
on Medicaid who are poor or elderly or disabled, then that’s a
price I’m not willing to pay.  (Applause.) 
 
     That’s not bipartisanship.  That’s not change.  That’s
surrender to the same status quo that has hurt too many
families for too long.  And I am not ready to give up on the
fight just yet.  (Applause.)  I am not ready to give up on
that fight.  (Applause.)  And I hope you aren’t either, Ohio. 
I hope you aren’t either. 
 
     See, the folks at the very top in this country, they
don't need another champion in Washington.  They will always
have a seat at the table.  They will always have access and
influence.  The people who need a champion are the Americans
whose letters I read late at night when I get up from the Oval
Office; the men and women I meet on the campaign trail every
day. 
 
     The laid-off worker who has to go back at the age of 55
to retrain at a community college -- she needs a champion.  The
restaurant owner who has some really good food but not a lot of
money, and needs a loan to expand after the bank turned him
down -- he needs a champion.  (Applause.) 
 
     The cooks and the waiters and the cleaning staff working
overtime at a Cincinnati hotel, trying to save enough to buy a
first home or send their kid to college -- they need a
champion. (Applause.)  The autoworker back on a job, feeling
proud because he’s building a great car -- he needs a
champion.  (Applause.)   That teacher in a classroom,
overcrowded classroom -- (applause) -- digging into her own
pocket to buy school supplies, not getting the support she
needs, but knowing maybe this day that one child will learn
something, and that makes it all worthwhile -- she needs a
champion.  (Applause.) 
 
     All those kids in inner cities and small farm town, in
the valleys of Ohio, the rolling Virginia hills -- kids
dreaming of becoming scientists or doctors or engineers or
entrepreneurs, businessmen, diplomats, maybe even a President -
- they need a champion in Washington.  They don't have a
lobbyist.  (Applause.) The future doesn't have the same kind of
lobbyists as the status quo, but it’s the dreams of those
children that will be our saving grace. 
 
     And that’s why I need you, Ohio -- to make sure their
voices are heard, to make sure your voices are heard. 
(Applause.)  We’ve come too far to turn back now.  We’ve come
too far to let our hearts grow faint.  We’ve got to keep
pushing forward -- (applause) -- to educate all our kids, and
train all our workers, to create new jobs, to bring our troops
home, to care for our veterans, to broaden opportunity, to grow
a middle class, to restore our democracy -- to make sure that
no matter who you are, or where you come from, or how you
started out, or what you look like, you can make it in
America.  (Applause.)  You can make it if you try.
 
     And, Ohio, that’s why I’m asking you for your vote.  I



need you, Ohio.  (Applause.)  And if you’re willing to work
with me, and knock on some doors with me, if you’re willing to
early vote for me, make some phone calls for me, turn out for
me, we’ll win Ohio.  (Applause.)  We will win this election. 
We’ll renew the bonds and reaffirm the spirit that makes the
United States of America the greatest nation on Earth. 
(Applause.)
 
     God bless you.  And God bless the United States of
America.  (Applause.) 
 
                        END                8:55 P.M. EST
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, L.A.!  (Applause.)  Are you fired
up?

 
AUDIENCE:  Fired up!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Are you ready to go?
 
AUDIENCE:  Ready to go!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you!  Thank you, L.A.!  (Applause.) 

Thank you so much, everybody.  Everybody, thank you. 
(Applause.) Thank you.  Thank you so much.  Thank you. 
(Applause.) 

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you so much.  Thank you, everybody. 

Everybody, have a seat.  Have a seat.  Now, first of all, I've
got some thank-yous to make.  I am so grateful to George
Clooney. Give it up for George.  (Applause.)  Jennifer Hudson. 
(Applause.)  Old school -- Earth, Wind and Fire.  (Applause.) 
Jon Bon Jovi.  (Applause.)  New school -- Katy Perry. 
(Applause.)  Stevie Wonder.  (Applause.)  And I understand Katy
had some choirs out, so give it up for the choirs. 
(Applause.) 

 
I want to thank the members of Congress who came today,

and I also want to thank two of our country's outstanding
mayors -- Julian Castro, and your very own Antonio
Villaraigosa.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, I've got to admit that even though my staff all came

over early to get the show, I got left behind.  (Laughter.) 
But my understanding is it was an incredible show. 
(Applause.)  These guys -- and everybody here are just
incredible professionals.  They're such great friends, and they
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just perform flawlessly night after night.  I can't always say
the same.  (Laughter and applause.)  But here's the good news,
is we've got a better vision for our country.  We have a better
plan for the next four years.  (Applause.)  And that's why
we're here tonight.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Love you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Love you back.  (Applause.) 
 
We've got some work to do.  We've got an election to win. 

Everything we fought for in 2008 is on the line here in 2012. 
And I need your help to finish what we started.  I need your
help.  (Applause.) 

 
Four years ago, I told you I'd end the war in Iraq, and we

did.  (Applause.)  I said I'd end the war in Afghanistan -- we
are.  (Applause.)  I said we'd focus on the people who actually
attacked us on 9/11, and today Osama bin Laden is no more. 
(Applause.) 

 
Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for middle-class

families, and we have, by $3,600.  (Applause.)  I promised to
cut taxes for small business owners, and we have, 18 times. 
(Applause.) 

 
We got every dime back that was used to rescue the banks. 

We passed a law to end taxpayer-funded Wall Street bailouts for
good.  We passed health care reform -- also known as Obamacare
-- because I do care about the American people.  (Applause.) 
So your insurance companies can't jerk you around anymore, or
tell you that being a women is somehow a preexisting
condition.  (Applause.) 

 
We repealed "don't ask, don't tell" so no outstanding

soldier is ever kicked out of the military because of who they
love.  (Applause.) 

 
When Governor Romney tried to give us his business advice

about the economy and said that we should "let Detroit go
bankrupt," we said, no, thanks, we're not going to take that
advice.  We reinvented a dying auto industry that's back on top
of the world.  (Applause.) 

 
So three years ago, four years after that campaign that

you were watching on that video, after the worst economic
crisis of our lifetimes, our businesses have now created more
than 5 million jobs.

 
  (Applause.)  On Friday, we found out the unemployment

rate has fallen from the height of 10 percent down to 7.8
percent -- (applause) -- the lowest since I took office. 
Manufacturing is coming back to America.  Home values are on
the rise. 

 
Now, we’re not there yet.  We’ve still got too many

Americans looking for work, too many families who can’t pay the
bills, too many homes underwater, too many young people
graduating with too much debt.  (Applause.)  But if there’s one
thing I know, we’ve come a long way and we’ve come too far to
turn back now.  (Applause.) 



 
The last thing we can afford right now is four years of

the very same policies that led us to this crisis in the first
place. I cannot allow that to happen.  I will not let it
happen.  That’s why I am running for a second term for
President of the United States, and that’s why I need your
help.  (Applause.)

 
     I have seen too much pain and too much struggle to let
this country go through another round of top-down economics. 
One of the main reasons we had this crisis in the first place
is because we had big banks on Wall Street that were allowed
to make big bets with other people’s money on the line.  And
now, Governor Romney wants to roll back the rules so we go
back to that behavior?  Not if I have anything to say about it.
 
     One of the main reasons we went from record surpluses
under Bill Clinton to record deficits under George Bush is
because we put two wars and two tax cuts on a credit card.  And
now, Governor Romney wants another $5 trillion in tax cuts that
he can’t pay for?  Not if I’ve got anything to say about it. 
(Applause.)
 
     Obviously, the Governor knows his $5 trillion isn’t too
popular, so a few weeks before this election he’s trying to
pretend it doesn’t exist, because that’s a lot easier than
trying to explain how he’d pay for it without asking middle-
class families to pick up the tab.  The other night he ruled
out asking millionaires and billionaires to pay even a dime
more in taxes to help us bring down our deficit.  Not a dime. 
When he was asked what he’d actually do to cut spending, he
said he’d go after public television.  So for all you moms and
kids out there, don’t worry, somebody is finally cracking down
on Big Bird -- cracking down on him.  (Laughter.)  Elmo has
made a run for the border.
Governor Romney plans to let Wall Street run wild again, but
he’s bringing the hammer down on Sesame Street.  (Laughter.) 
 

L.A., we can’t afford another round of tax cuts for folks
who don’t need them.  We can’t afford to gut our investments in
education or clean energy or research and technology.  We can’t
afford to roll back regulations not just on Wall Street, but on
oil companies and insurance companies.  That’s not a jobs
plan.  That’s not a plan to grow our economy.  That’s not
change.  It’s a relapse.  We’ve been there.  We have tried
that.  We’re not going back.  (Applause.)  We are moving
forward.  That’s why I’m running again.  That’s why I need your
help.  (Applause.)

 
     See, we’ve got a different view about how we create jobs
and prosperity in America.  This country doesn’t succeed when
only the top are doing well.  We succeed when the middle class
is getting bigger, and people have ladders of opportunity to
live out their dreams.  Our economy doesn’t grow from the top
down.  It grows from the middle out and the bottom up.  We
don’t believe that anybody is entitled to success in this
country.  But we do believe in something called opportunity. 
(Applause.)  
 

We believe in a country where hard work pays off and
responsibility is rewarded, and everybody is getting a fair



shot and everybody is doing their fair share and everybody is
playing by the same rules.  That’s the country that I believe
in.  That’s the country you believe in.  (Applause.)  That’s
what I’ve been fighting for, for the last four years.  That’s
why I’m running for a second term.  We’ve got a lot more work
to do to make sure that everybody is taking part.  (Applause.)

So here’s what we need to do.  We’ve got a lot more to
do.  I think it’s time to change our tax code so we’re not
rewarding jobs -- companies that are shipping jobs overseas. 
(Applause.)  
I want to reward small businesses and manufacturers who make
products that are stamped with three proud words:  Made in
America.  (Applause.) 
 

I want us to control our own energy here in America. 
After 30 years of inaction, we raised fuel standards so by the
middle of the next decade, your cars and trucks will go twice
as far on a gallon of gas -- and that means something here in
Los Angeles. (Applause.) 

 
Today, the United States of America is less dependent on

foreign oil than any time in the last two decades. 
(Applause.)  So now it’s time to move forward.  My plan would
cut our oil import in half, by investing in the clean energy
that’s creating thousands of jobs all across America right now
-- not just oil and natural gas, but wind power and solar and
fuel-efficient cars and long-lasting batteries.  And unlike my
opponent, I’m not going to allow oil companies to collect
another $4 billion in taxpayer-funded corporate welfare. 
(Applause.)  We’re not going to let China win the race for
clean energy technology.  I want that technology developed
right here in the United States, creating jobs right here in
the United States, helping our environment right here in the
United States.  That’s what we’re fighting for.  (Applause.) 

 
I want us to have the best education system in the world,

make sure that Americans from every walk of life are getting
the chance they need to get the skills they need to succeed.  I
would not be standing here if it weren’t for an education that
I couldn’t necessarily afford on my own.  (Applause.)  It was
the gateway of opportunity for me, for Michelle, for so many of
you. And now you’ve got a choice.  We could gut education to
pay for Governor Romney’ $5 trillion tax break. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo -- vote.  (Applause.) 
 
Or we can recruit 100,000 new math and science teachers;

improve our early-childhood education system; provide job
training for 2 million workers at our community colleges; work
with colleges and universities to cut the growth of tuition
costs.  We can meet those goals.  We can make sure that every
young person here in Los Angeles, here in California, here in
the United States of America, no matter what they look like, no
matter where they come from, if they’re willing to work hard,
they can succeed, too.  That’s our goal.  That’s what we’re
fighting for.  (Applause.) 

 
We'd use the money we’re saving from ending the wars in

Iraq and Afghanistan to pay down our deficit, but also to put



people back to work -- rebuilding roads and bridges and schools
all across America.  And every brave American who wears the
uniform of this country should know that as long as I am
Commander-in-Chief, we will sustain the strongest military the
world has ever known.  And when our troops take off their
uniform, we will serve them as well as they’ve served us --
because nobody who has fought for this country should have to
fight for a job or a roof over their heads when they come
home.  Let’s not just talk about honoring our veterans; let’s
put our money where our mouth is.  That’s why I’m running for a
second term.  (Applause.) 

 
Fifth, we need to cut the deficit, but we’ve got to do it

in an intelligent way.  I’ve proposed cutting it by $4 trillion
over the next 10 years, and I’ve already worked with
Republicans to cut a trillion dollars of spending.  But we
can’t get this done unless we also look at the other side of
the ledger.  We don’t cut our way to prosperity.  We’ve got to
ask the wealthiest among us to pay higher taxes on incomes over
$250,000, which is the same rate we had when Bill Clinton was
President -- our economy created nearly 23 million new jobs,
the biggest surplus in history, and a lot of millionaires did
well, too -- because when we give tax breaks to middle-income
folks, to lower-income folks, they spend it.  They need to, to
pay the bills, which means businesses end up with more
customers, they make more profits, and that means they hire
more workers.

 
Governor Romney said it’s fair that he pays a lower tax

rate than a teacher or an auto worker that makes $50,000.  I
think he’s wrong.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo -- vote.  (Applause.) 
 
I refuse to ask middle-class families to give up their

deductions for owning a home or raising their kids just to pay
for another millionaire’s tax cut.  (Applause.)  I refuse to
ask students to pay more for college, or kick children out of
Head Start programs, or eliminate health insurance for millions
of Americans who are poor or elderly or disabled just to pay
for tax cuts we can’t afford.  And that’s the choice that we
face in this election.  That’s what this election comes down
to.

 
Over and over again, we’re told that since government

can’t do everything, it should do almost nothing.  If you can’t
afford health insurance, hope you don't get sick.  If a company
releases pollution into the air your children breathe, well,
that's the price of progress.  If you can’t afford to start a
business or go to college, just borrow money from your parents.
 (Laughter.) 

 
That's not who we are.  That's not what this country is

about.  Here in America, we believe in individual initiative
and self-reliance, but we also believe there are some things we
do together.  We understand America is not just about what can
be done for us.  It’s about what can be done by us, together,
as one nation, as one people.  (Applause.)  You understood that
in 2008. It’s true even more so now in 2012. 



 
Because of you, we’ve made progress.  You’re the reason

there's a little girl with a heart disorder in Phoenix who gets
the surgery she needs because insurance companies can’t limit
her coverage.  (Applause.)  You’re the reason a factory worker
who lost his job in Toledo is back on the line building the
best cars in the world.  You’re the reason a student here in
L.A. has help paying for her college.  (Applause.)  The reason
a veteran can go to college on the New G.I. bill. 

 
You’re the reason a young immigrant who grew up here and

went to school here and pledged allegiance to our flag will no
longer be deported from the only country she’s ever called
home. (Applause.)  You’re the reason that an outstanding
soldier won’t be kicked out of the military because of who they
are or who they love.  You’re the reason why thousands of
families have finally been able to say to loved ones who served
us so bravely:  "Welcome home."  (Applause.)  You’re the
reason.

 
And if you turn back now, if you buy into the cynicism

that everything that we fought for somehow isn’t possible, then
of course change won’t happen.  If you give up on the idea
that your voice can make a difference, then other voices will
fill the void -- the lobbyists and the special interests, and
the folks who are writing $10 million checks to beat me, and
folks who are trying to keep making it harder for you to vote,
the politicians in Washington who want to control the health
care choices that women are perfectly capable of making
themselves.  (Applause.) 

 
You’ve got to make sure that your voice is heard.  Only

you can make sure that those things don't happen.  Only you’ve
got the power to move us forward.  

 
I’ve always said -- I said this back in 2008 -- that

change, real change, takes time.  It takes more than one term
or one President.  It takes more than one party.  (Applause.) 
It can’t happen if you write off half the nation before you
even take office.  (Applause.)   

 
Back in 2008 -- everybody always remembers the victory,

but they don't always remember the bumps in the road.  Things
always look good in retrospect.  But in the middle of it, we
were -- we made all kinds of mistakes.  We goofed up.  I
goofed up.  But the American people carried us forward. 
(Applause.)  And even with all the things we had going for us -
- all the way that things just kind of converged, 47 percent of
the country still didn’t vote for me.  (Laughter.)  I just want
to point that out.  (Laughter.)  

 
But on the night of the election, I said to all those

Americans, I may not have your vote, but I hear your voices.  I
need your help.  I’ll be your President, too.  (Applause.)  And
I don't know how many will vote for me this time, but I want
you to know I’ll be there for you no matter what.  (Applause.) 
I’ll be fighting just as hard for you as I am for somebody who
did vote for me -- because I’m not fighting to create
Republican jobs or Democratic jobs; I’m fighting to create
American jobs.  (Applause.)  I’m not fighting to improve
schools in red states or blue states; I’m fighting to improve



schools in the United States. 
 

The values we believe in don’t belong to any one group or
one party -- they’re not black or white, or Asian or Latino or
Native American, gay, straight, abled, disabled -- they are
American values; they belong to all of us.  (Applause.)   

 
And I still believe we’re not as divided as our politics

suggest.  (Applause.)  I still believe we’ve got more in common
than the pundits tell us.  And most of all, I still believe in
you.  (Applause.)  I still believe in you, and I am asking you
to keep on believing in me.  (Applause.)  I am asking you for
your vote.  I am asking you to get out there and work. 

 
If you are willing to stand with me, if you’re willing to

work with me, if you’re willing to knock on some doors with me
and make some phone calls with me -- (applause) -- if you’re
willing to email and tweet, and call your friends and call your
neighbors, talk to your cousins, talk to grandma and grandpa --
if you will do that, we will finish what we started in 2008. 
(Applause.)  We will win this election.  And we’ll remind the
world why the United States of America is the greatest nation
on Earth.  (Applause.)  
 
     Thank you, California.  God bless you and God bless the
United States of America.  (Applause.) 
 
                         END     6:42 P.M. PDT    
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THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you, everybody.  (Applause.)  Thank
you.  Everybody, please have a seat.  (Applause.)  Thank you. 
It's good to be in Florida.  (Applause.)  It's good to be in
Miami.  Thank you so much, everybody.  Thank you. 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Applause.)  I do. 
 
Can everybody please give Lidia a big round of applause

for the wonderful introduction.  (Applause.)  Give it up for
Sheila E.  (Applause.)  I was backstage.  I want to thank an
extraordinary Congresswoman and somebody who is just fighting
on behalf of families not just here in Florida but all across
the country every single day -- my friend, Debbie Wasserman
Schultz -- give her a big round of applause.  (Applause.)

 
To one of my campaign co-chairs who is -- she's putting

in a lot of miles, and could not be a more passionate advocate
on behalf of the things that we work for -- Eva Longoria. 
(Applause.)  We're thrilled to have her here.

 
I want to thank Kirk Wagar for all the great work here in

Florida -- Kirk.  (Applause.)  And finally, I want to thank
your former governor, somebody who's been a great friend,
Charlie Crist in the house.  (Applause.)  Charlie reminds all
of us that the values we're fighting for, they're not
Democratic values or Republican values -- they are American
values.  And that's why we're here. 
 

I want to thank everybody for the incredible support.  It
is going to make a difference.  But I want everybody to
understand we’ve got some work to do.  We’ve got an election to
win.  In just over two weeks, on October 27th, Florida gets to
start voting early.  And I assume everybody is registered
here.  (Applause.)  If you're not, we'll sign you up right
now.  (Laughter.)  Or actually, I think the registration
deadline was yesterday, so you better have gotten it done. 
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(Laughter.)  But I'm assuming they wouldn't have let you in if
you hadn’t registered.  (Laughter.)   
 
     Everything that we fought for in 2008 is on the line in
2012.  So we are going to have to be fired up, and we’re going
to have to be ready to go.  And I’m going to need your help to
finish what we started.  (Applause.)
 

And it’s useful to remember what we’ve done.  Four years
ago, I told you we’d end the war in Iraq -- and we did. 
(Applause.)  I said that we’d end the war in Afghanistan -- and
we are.  I said that we’d refocus on the people who actually
attacked us on 9/11 -- and today, al Qaeda is on its heels and
Osama bin Laden is dead.  (Applause.)
 

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for middle-class
families -- and we have, by $3,600.  I promised to cut taxes
for small business owners -- and we have, 18 times.  We got
back every dime we used to rescue the financial system, but we
also passed a historic law to end taxpayer-funded Wall Street
bailouts for good. 
 

We passed health care reform so that your insurance
companies can’t jerk you around anymore, or tell you that being
a woman is somehow a preexisting condition.  (Applause.)  
 

We repealed "don't ask, don't tell," so that nobody is
ever kicked out of the military because of who they are or who
they love.  (Applause.)  
 

And when Governor Romney said let’s "let Detroit go
bankrupt," we declined his business advice and we reinvented a
dying auto industry that is now back on top of the world. 
(Applause.)  And that’s not just critical to economies in the
Midwest, it’s vital to our economy -- something every American
should be proud of.
 

Today, four years after the worst economic crisis of our
lifetimes, we’re moving forward again.  People don’t remember
the month I was sworn into office, we lost 800,000 jobs.  Our
businesses have now added more than 5 million new jobs over the
last two and a half years.  (Applause.)  Unemployment has
fallen from a peak of 10 percent down to 7.8 percent -- the
lowest level since I took office.  More Americans are getting
jobs.  Manufacturing is coming back to America.  We signed
three trade deals that's helping to open up markets all over
the world, including the Latin American market, which is
absolutely vital to the economy and Florida and southern
Florida. 

 
Even in the most hard-pressed states like Florida, we’re

starting to see home values finally start picking up again. 
(Applause.)  So, look, we are not yet where we need to be. 
We’ve got a lot more work to do.  And obviously, in a state
like Florida that was so hard hit when the housing bubble
burst, we’ve got too many friends and neighbors who are looking
for work.  We’ve got too many families who are still struggling
to pay the bills.  Too many homes are still underwater.  Too
many young people are burdened by debt after they graduate from
college.
 



But if there’s one thing I know, it is this -- and that
is we have come too far to turn back now.  (Applause.)  The
American people have worked too hard to get to this point.  And
after all that we have been through together, after all that we
have fought for together, why would we go backwards?  Why would
we go back to the very same policies that led us to this mess
in the first place? 

 
That is not an option.  I won’t allow that to happen. 

You can’t allow it to happen.  And that’s why I’m running for a
second term as President of the United States -- because we
will not let it happen.  We’re moving forward.  We’re not going
backwards.  (Applause.)   
 

I have seen too much pain and too much struggle to let
this country go back to the economic policies that don’t work,
and that are at the heart of what Governor Romney is offering. 
The centerpiece of his economic plan -- a $5 trillion tax cut
that favors those of us who've been extraordinarily successful
in this country.  And he’s been pitching this plan for a whole
year now; stood up on stage in primary debates and proudly
promised that his new tax cut would reduce the tax burden for
everybody, including the top 1 percent.
 

Now, of course, you wouldn’t know that from listening to
the latest version of Mitt Romney.  (Laughter.)  I was telling
folks -- I spoke at Miami University, and I was saying that
after a year in which he was calling himself "severely
conservative," he’s now trying to convince us that he was
severely kidding about everything.  (Laughter and applause.)
These days, whatever you’re for, he’s for.  (Laughter.)  Loves
the middle class; loves Medicare; loves teachers.  (Laughter.) 
He even said that he loves the most important parts of
Obamacare -- loves them.  (Laughter and applause.) 
 

And when it comes to all the things that he’s actually
promised to do as President, suddenly he’s got a case of
amnesia.  (Laughter.)  Tax breaks for outsourcers?  I've never
heard of it.  Saying we should cut back on teachers?  Doesn’t
ring your bell.  (Laughter.)  Kicking 200,000 young Floridians
off their parent's insurance plan?  Who, me?  (Laughter.) 

 
When he’s asked about the cost of his tax plan, he

pretends just it doesn’t exist.  What $5 trillion?  I don’t
know anything about a $5 trillion tax cut.  Don’t pay any
attention to the $5 trillion tax cut on my website. 
(Laughter.)  It’s still there.  (Laughter and applause.)
 

But this has been -- this is not unique to him.  This has
been the strategy of the other side for the entire four years
that I’ve been in office.  They expect that you’ve forgotten
what happened -- that we lost 9 million jobs in the worst
economic crisis of our lifetimes as a consequence of misguided
policies.  And they think that we haven’t been paying attention
now to Governor Romney for the last year and a half.  And he
will say whatever it takes to try to close the deal.  He’s
counting on the fact that you won’t remember that what he’s
selling is exactly what led us to this crisis in the first
place.
 

And so, Florida, part of our task over the next four weeks



is to let him know we remember.  We know full well that if he
gets a chance, Governor Romney will rubber-stamp the top-down
economic policies that have been promoted by his congressional
allies, including his running mate -- who will be debating
tonight.  And we can’t afford that kind of future.  His plan
will not create jobs.  It will not help the middle class.  It
will not speed up the recovery -- in fact, it will slow down
the recovery. 

 
And we can’t afford that.  We cannot go back to what we

were doing.  Not now.  Not when we’ve come so far.  We’ve got
to keep moving forward.  And that’s why I’m running for a
second term -- because I see a vision for the future in which
everybody gets a fair shot, and everybody is doing their fair
share, and everybody is playing by the same rules.  
 

I know that jobs and prosperity don’t trickle down from
the top.  They grow from a strong, thriving middle class and
creating ladders of opportunity into that middle class for
everybody who is willing to work hard. 
 

I know that more tax breaks for people who are shipping
jobs overseas won’t create jobs.  What does is supporting small
businesses, manufacturers who are making products right here in
Florida, products stamped with those proud words:  "Made in
America."  Instead of providing tax breaks for outsourcing, we
have to reward those companies that are investing in creating
jobs right here.  And we can do it.  That’s the choice that you
face in this election.
 

We can create more jobs by controlling our own energy. 
There are thousands of Floridians right now who are making a
great living promoting solar energy and wind energy and clean
energy, all across this state.  (Applause.)  We doubled our
investment in clean energy, which is creating jobs and is good
for our environment.  And we also raised fuel standards so that
by the next -- middle of the next decade, your cars and trucks
will go twice as far on a gallon of gas.  (Applause.) 

 
And today, the United States of America is less dependent

on foreign oil than at any time in the past two decades. 
(Applause.)  So we need to build on that progress, not go
backwards.  My plan would continue to cut our oil imports in
half by investing in the clean energy that’s creating jobs
right here -- wind and solar, fuel-efficient cars, long-lasting
batteries. 

 
And we can do so by -- and we can pay for it by no longer

giving $4 billion a year in taxpayer subsidies to oil companies
that are doing just fine.  We’ll help produce more oil, but we
don’t need to give them $4 billion to do it.  Let’s make sure
that we don’t lose the race for clean energy to China or other
countries.  We need to develop that technology right here in
the United States.  (Applause.) 

 
And it will be good for our environment.  It will do

something about carbon in our atmosphere -- and that is not a
joke.  That is not a hoax.  That’s our children’s future.  And
folks here in Miami understand that better than anybody,
because the impact of climate change will be significant on our
kids and our grandkids unless we take those steps.  We can't



just deny our way out of these things.  It’s a threat to our
children’s future.

 
I believe that we’ve got to have the best education system

in the world.  That is economic development.  That's not
something separate and apart.  (Applause.)  If our kids have
the skills they need to compete, then our economy will grow. 
And I’m only here because of the education that I got.  I
wasn’t born into wealth or fame.  You hadn’t heard of the Obama
name before I ran.  (Laughter.)  Had you?  No.  (Laughter.) 
Let’s face it.  First time you heard it, you probably thought
the guy might be Japanese -- I don't know.  (Laughter.) 
Italian?  Who knows?

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Latino.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Latino.  (Laughter and applause.)  Right. 

The Obama family from Jalisco.  (Laughter.) 
 
But education is what gave me opportunity.  It’s what gave

so many of you opportunity.  It’s the gateway into a middle-
class life.  (Applause.)  So when I hear Governor Romney say
hiring more teachers won’t grow the economy over the next four
years, I have to say, no, actually it will.  But more
importantly, what about our kids over the next 40 years?  What
about our economy over the next 40 years?

 
We can get education to pay for tax breaks we don't need,

or we can recruit 100,000 new math and science teachers.  We
can provide better early childhood education.  We can train 2
million more workers at community colleges.  (Applause.)  We
can lower the cost of tuition for our young people.  That's an
agenda for growth.  That's what creates opportunity.  That's
what we can do together.  And that's why I’m running for a
second term as President of the United States.  (Applause.) 
Four more.

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years! 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I mentioned that we ended the war in Iraq,

that we’re ending the war in Afghanistan.  I want to use that
money to pay down our deficit, put our people back to work
rebuilding roads and bridges and schools all across America. 
Right here in Florida, we’ve got huge projects that are going
up all over the state that will build the infrastructure to
facilitate more trade, move more goods more efficiently, help
businesses grow.  And we have the resources to do it if we
make good decisions. 

 
But Governor Romney said it was "tragic" to end the war in

Iraq.  He repeated this last week, said we should still have
troops on the ground in Iraq.  And I fundamentally disagree
with that.  I think bringing troops home was the right thing to
do.  (Applause.) 

 
And every brave American who wears our country’s uniform

should know we will make sure as long as I’m Commander-in-
Chief we’ve got the strongest military in the world.  And when
our troops come home and take off their uniform, we will serve
them as well as they’ve served us -- because if you fought for
this country, you shouldn’t have to fight for a job or a roof



over your heard when you come home.  (Applause.)
 
And finally, we’ll cut the deficit by $4 trillion, but

we’re going to do it in a sensible way.  We’ve already cut a
trillion, working with Democrats and Republicans.  So we can
cut more spending.  But we’re not going to be able to reduce
our deficit in a serious way unless the wealthiest households
are willing to go back, for incomes over $250,000, to the same
rate that we were paying under Bill Clinton -- when the economy
created nearly 23 million new jobs, we went from deficit to
surplus, and businesses and investors did very well -- because
the economy grows best that way, when it’s broad-based and
everybody has a stake in how the economy grows.
 

And I understand Governor Romney disagrees with this.  He
did an interview and he says he thinks it’s fair that he pays
a lower tax rate making $20 million a year than the teacher
who’s makes $50,000.  I just think that’s wrong.  And if we’re
going to be serious -- (applause) -- if we’re going to be
serious about reducing the deficit then we’ve got to make
choices. 

 
And the choice I make is not asking middle-class families

to give up their home mortgage deduction or tax credits they
get for raising their kids just to pay for a tax cut for me. 
I’m not going to ask students to pay more for college, or kick
kids off of Head Start programs, or eliminate health insurance
for millions of Americans who are poor or elderly or disabled
just so I can get a tax break. 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Thank you.  (Laughter.)
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You’re welcome.  (Applause.) 
 
And by the way, the math still doesn’t add up in terms of

their plan, because when Governor Romney says he can cut taxes,
increase military spending, close the deficit -- all by getting
rid of Planned Parenthood and Big Bird -- (laughter) -- he
needs a calculator because there’s something wrong with his
math.  He says, don’t worry, new tax cuts will pay for
themselves.  That is what we heard exactly from President Bush
back in 2000, 2001.  And it didn’t work.  And we know our plan
does.

 
So this is the choice that we face.  This is what the

election comes down to.  And I said at the convention, over and
over again, we’re told by our opponents that since government
can’t do everything, it should do almost nothing.  It’s sort of
a "you’re on your own" philosophy.  If you don’t have health
insurance, hope you don’t get sick.  (Laughter.)  If you can’t
afford to start a business or go to college, borrow money from
your parents.  (Laughter.) 

 
That is not who we are.  That’s not how America became

great.  We believe in individual initiative and we don’t
believe in helping people who aren’t willing to help
themselves, but we also understand there are some things we do
better together.  We understand that in America it’s not just
about what can be done for us, but what is done by us, together
as one nation, as one people. 

 



And that’s what 2008 was about.  We fought some fierce
battles over the last four years, but everything we’ve gotten
done, it happened, ultimately, because the American people came
together -- black, white, Hispanic, Asian, Native American,
gay, straight, able, disabled -- people came together. 
(Applause.) 

 
You’re the reason Florida seniors are paying $600 less on

their prescription drugs because of Obamacare.  You did that. 
You’re the reason that a working family in this state was able
to save their home from foreclosure. 

 
There was somebody in the audience today, while we were

taking a picture, who talked about their mom -- 90 years old,
because of the mortgage modification program we put into place,
saved her home, lives with her sister -- 90 and 95.  You did
that, though.  You did that.  (Applause.)

 
That’s what’s at stake.  You made that happen.  The kids

at Gainesville, or Tallahassee, or here in Miami who are
getting an education -- maybe the first in their family, the
veterans who are going to college on the New GI Bill -- that’s
what we were fighting for.  (Applause.) 

 
You’re the reason that there are young immigrants all

across this state who grew up here and went to school here and
pledged allegiance to our flag, and they don’t have to fear now
that they’re going to be deported from the only country they
call home.  (Applause.)  You made that happen.

 
You ended "don't ask, don't tell.”  You allowed us to

bring our troops home so their families could greet them and
say" "Welcome home."  (Applause.)  You did that.

 
And so you can’t afford to turn away now.  You can't.  I

know that sometimes in politics folks are excited and they have
fun, you have nice events like this and everybody gets dressed
up -- and you guys are looking very good.  (Laughter.)  But
then sometimes when it gets tougher, people get discouraged and
they’re wondering, well, I don’t know, is change really
possible?  And we get cynical and we get doubtful.  It happens
to everybody; there’s nothing wrong with that.  It happens in
our lives; it happens in our politics.  It happens in
everything that we do.  But you can't succumb to that. 

 
And the reason is that when we don’t get involved, when we

don’t insert ourselves into the process, when your voices
aren’t heard, then somebody else fills the void -- the folks
who are writing $10 million checks to try to buy this election;
the folks who are trying to make it harder for Floridians to
vote; the politicians in Washington who are trying to tell
women that they shouldn’t make their own decisions when it
comes to their health care.  (Applause.)  So you’re the ones
who have to make sure that doesn’t happen.  
 

That sign there, "Forward," that’s a message to me, but
it’s also a message to you.  You’ve got that power, that
capacity.  And so when you think about the next 26 days, I
would implore you to ask yourselves, is there something else I
can do?  Is there some little bit of difference that I can
make?



 
Here in Florida, last time in 2008, if you go precinct by

precinct, it’s a difference of a couple of hundred votes.  It
may be just that little bit of extra effort is what makes a
difference.  And you will see me working harder than I’ve ever
worked in my life, because every time I meet somebody who tells
me that their mom was on the verge of losing their home, or
their mom was on the verge of not being able to get treatment
for a potentially deadly disease; every time I meet a young
person who says I can go to college now because that change you
made in the student loan program made it possible; every time I
meet one of these Dreamer kids who explains how they feel like
the weight of the world has been lifted off their shoulders;
every time I think about all the people who are working so hard
in this country and aren’t asking for much, just asking for a
shot -- every time I think of them and knowing that they’ve
got to have somebody in Washington who’s fighting for them and
who’s thinking about them every single day -- (applause) --
that’s going to make me work as hard as I know how over the
next 26 days and over the next four years.  And I hope you have
that same feeling.  (Applause.) 

 
We cannot let up now.  We cannot let up.  I need you

focused.  I need you ready to fight.  And if we do, we’re
going to win Florida.  And when we win Florida, we’re going to
win this election.  We’re going to finish what we started, and
remind the world why the United States of America is the
greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.) 
 

Thank you, everybody.  God bless you.  Let’s go get this
done.  (Applause.) 

 
                        END          7:46 P.M. EDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Iowa!  (Applause.)  Thank you!  Are
you fired up?  (Applause.)  Are you ready to go? 
(Applause.)   
 

Well, first of all, can everybody please give a big round
of applause to Rachel for that great introduction? 
(Applause.)  I want to thank the Rams for hosting us here
today.  I appreciate you guys.  (Applause.)  Go, Rams! 
(Applause.) 
 

We've got your outstanding Senator, Tom Harkin. 
(Applause.) Congressman Bruce Braley.  (Applause.)  Another
Congressman who has -- I guess it’s professor emeritus right
here -- Dave Loebsack.  (Applause.)  Two of my oldest friends
in Iowa, my co-chairs back in 2008 -- your Attorney General,
Tom Miller -- (applause) -- and your Treasurer, Mike
Fitzgerald.  (Applause.) 

 
And I'm thrilled to see all of you.  And I hope you're

enjoying the warm weather.  (Laughter.)
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Applause.)    

 
I just want to know -- look, I'm from Chicago. 

(Applause.) And I campaigned in Iowa in January.  (Laughter.) 
So this is basically the warmest you will be for the next six
months.  (Laughter.)

 
Now, I’ve come back to Cornell College today --

(applause)  -- come back to ask each of you for one big thing. 
I’m asking for your vote.  (Applause.)  I'm asking for your
vote.  In Iowa, you can vote today.  Today.  As long as you’re
registered before October 27th, you can vote right up to
Election Day.  In fact, you can go vote right after this event
at the Cole Library.  (Applause.)  And anyone can find out how
to register and where to vote at Vote.BarackObama.com. 
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So, Iowa, are you going to vote for me today if you
haven't already voted?  (Applause.)  I need you.  I need you. 
 

Now, as many of you know, we had our second debate last
night.  (Applause.)  I'm still trying to figure out how to get
the hang of this thing -- debating.  (Laughter.)  But we’re
working on it.  We’ll keep on improving as time goes on.  I’ve
got one left.  (Applause.) 
 

But the interesting thing is that Governor Romney has been
running around talking about his five-point plan for the
economy for quite some time.  And as I pointed out last night,
and you guys heard yourselves, it’s really a one-point plan. 
It’s really a one-point plan.  It says folks at the very top
can play by their own set of rules. 

 
That’s why they can pay lower taxes than you do, or they

can use offshore accounts.  Or they can invest in a company,
bankrupt it, fire the workers, take away their pensions, ship
the jobs overseas, and still make money doing it. 

 
It’s the one-point plan that says it’s okay for Wall

Street to keep engaging in the reckless behavior that got us
into the mess we’ve been fighting back from for the last four
years.  It’s the same philosophy that’s been squeezing middle-
class families for more than a decade.  It’s the same
philosophy that we saw in the previous administration.  And I
have seen too much pain and too much struggle to let this
country go down that same road again.  (Applause.)   
 

So, Iowa, we can’t -- I want you to know, folks here in
Iowa understand this -- you cannot grow this economy from the
top down.  You grow this economy from the middle class out. 
We’re not going to go back to what we were doing before. 
We’re moving forward.  And that’s why I’m running for a second
term as President of the United States.  (Applause.)   
 

Now, Governor Romney also took another stab at trying to
sell us his $5 trillion tax cut that favors the wealthy.  Once
again, he refused to tell us how he’s going to pay for it.  He
said he’d let you know after the election.  (Laughter.)  Now,
here’s a tip:  Usually when a politician tells you he’s going
to wait until after the election to explain a plan to you,
they don’t have a pleasant surprise in store for you. 
(Laughter.)  And in this case, it’s because just about
everybody who’s looked at Governor Romney’s $5 trillion in tax
cuts says he can’t pay for it without blowing a hole in the
deficit or raising taxes on middle-class families.  It can’t
be done. 
 

Governor Romney says he has a plan to create 12 million
new jobs in the next four years.  But when folks started
crunching the numbers, it fell apart even faster than his tax
plan. (Laughter.)  Turns out his jobs math isn’t any better
than his tax math.  (Applause.)  The Washington Post called it
a “bait and switch.”

 
So let’s recap what we learned last night.  His tax plan

doesn’t add up; his jobs plan doesn’t create jobs; his deficit
reduction plan adds to the deficit.  So, Iowa, everybody here
has heard of the New Deal; you’ve heard of the fair deal;



you’ve heard of the square deal.  Mitt Romney is trying to sell
you a Sketchy Deal.  (Applause.) 

 
We are not buying it.  We know better.  We’ve been there. 

We’ve tried that.  We’re not going back.  We’re moving
forward.  That’s why I need your vote.  We’ve got to finish
what we started in 2008.  (Applause.)  You don’t want to invest
in that sketchy deal.  Let me tell you --

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Etch-a-Sketch.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  That, too.  (Laughter.) 
 
Four years ago, I told you we’d end the war in Iraq -- and

I did.  (Applause.)  I said we’d end the war in Afghanistan --
and we are.  (Applause.)  I said we’d focus on the terrorists
who actually attacked us on 9/11 -- and we have, and bin Laden
is dead.  (Applause.)
 

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for middle-class
families -- and we have, by $3,600.  I promised to cut taxes
for small business owners -- and we have, 18 times.  We got
back every dime used to rescue the banks, and we passed a law
to make sure that taxpayer-funded bailouts are over for good.
 

We passed health care reform so your insurance company
can’t jerk you around anymore.  (Applause.)  We made sure
insurance companies have to let parents keep their children on
their parents’ plan until they’re 26 years old if they don’t
have health insurance.  (Applause.)  We said to insurance
companies, you’ve got to charge women the same as men because
being a woman is not a preexisting condition.  (Applause.)

 
We repealed "don't ask, don't tell" so no one is ever

kicked out of the military because of who they love. 
(Applause.)
 

When Governor Romney said we should just let Detroit go
bankrupt, we said thanks but no thanks, and we reinvented a
dying auto industry that’s come roaring back to the top of the
world.  (Applause.)
 

Last time I was here, I said to students, we’ve going to
help you make sure you can afford a college education -- and we
took $60 billion that was going to banks and middlemen in the
student loan program, we said let’s cut out the middleman,
let’s give that money directly to students.  And as a
consequence, millions of students have benefited from lower
interest rates and Pell grants.  (Applause.) 

 
Today, four years after the worst economic crisis of our

lifetimes, we’re moving forward again.  After losing 800,000
jobs a month when I took office, our businesses have now added
more than 5 million new jobs over the past two and a half
years.  (Applause.) 
 
     Unemployment has fallen from a peak of 10 percent to 7.8
percent.  The stock market has nearly doubled, which means your
401(k)s have started to recover.  Foreclosures are at their
lowest point in five years.  Home values are back on the rise. 
Manufacturing is coming home to America.  Our assembly lines



are starting to hum again.  (Applause.) 
 
     Look, we’ve got a lot more work to do, but we’ve got to
build on that progress.  And I’ve got a plan to grow the
economy and create jobs and build more security for middle-
class families.  I talked about it last night.  I want to
export more products, outsource fewer jobs.  We can keep giving
tax breaks to companies that are shipping jobs overseas, or we
can give those tax breaks to companies that are investing right
here in Iowa, right here in the United States of America
rebuilding our manufacturing base.  (Applause.)
 
     I want to control more of our own energy.  You heard last
night oil production is up.  Natural gas production is up.  But
what we’ve also said is we’ve got to develop new sources of
energy, and we’ve got to be more efficient with our economy. 
And so we raised fuel-efficiency standards on cars so by the
middle of the next decade, your car will go twice as far on a
gallon of gas.  (Applause.) 
 
     We have doubled the amount of renewable energy that we
generate from wind and solar and biofuels.  Today the United
States of America is less dependent on foreign oil than any
time in the last two decades.  (Applause.)
 
     And so the question -- so the choice you have, you heard
last night, it’s not a choice between oil versus solar, or
natural gas versus wind.  Look, we all agree we got to increase
oil production.  We all agree we got to increase natural gas
production.  But the question is whether we build on the
progress for the new energy sources of the future.  I'm not
going to keep on giving corporate taxpayer-funded welfare to
oil companies, $4 billion a year, when we could be using that
money to continue to promote wind and solar and long-lasting
batteries, and put Americans back to work right now --
(applause) -- seeing that technology develop here in the United
States instead of China or Germany, or some other country. 
(Applause.) 

 
And I've got to tell you, Iowa, this is not a pipedream;

there are nearly 7,000 jobs in Iowa right now depending on
wind  energy.  Last night, Governor Romney claimed he didn’t
have a plan to end wind jobs in Iowa, but he called these jobs
“imaginary.”  His plan would end tax credits for wind energy
producers.  That is a fact.  My plan will keep these
investments, and we’ll keep reducing the carbon pollution
that’s also heating the planet -- (applause) -- because climate
change isn't a hoax. The droughts we've seen, the floods, the
wildfires -- those aren't a joke.  They’re a threat to our
children’s future.  And we can do something about it.  That's
part of what’s at stake in this election.
 

I want to give more Americans the chance to get a great
education and get the skills they need to compete in the 21st
century.  (Applause.)  I tried to talk about education last
night.  We kept on getting waylaid.  But if you're talking
about jobs and economic growth, what’s more important than
making sure everybody has got the skills they need? 

 
I'm only here because of a great education.  All the young

people who are making an investment in their college education



right now, you guys understand you’ve got to be equipped. 
Michelle, her gateway into opportunity was her education
system. Her dad was a blue-collar worker, her mom was a
secretary.  And right now, as I said, because of the actions
we already took, millions of young people are paying less for
college because we finally took on that system that was wasting
taxpayer dollars, gave it directly to students.

 
Rachel, by the way -- I took a photo with her parents

backstage, and she talked about how -- the fact that we put in
place a tax credit for middle-income families to send their
kids to college is helping her attend school right now. 
(Applause.) 

 
But what you saw last night, even though we weren’t able

to talk about it as much as I would have liked, is a
fundamental difference.  Governor Romney says hiring more
teachers won't grow our economy over the next four years. 
Well, you know what, yes, it will.  But more importantly, what
about our kids over the next 40 years?  What about our economy
for the next 40 years?

 
We could gut education, pay for Governor Romney’s $5

trillion tax cut -- or we can recruit 100,000 new math and
science teachers over the next decade -- (applause) -- helping
our young people refocus on science and technology,
engineering, math.  We should make sure all our young people --
our daughters as well as our sons -- are thriving in these
fields.  (Applause.) This should be a national mission.  

 
I've got to tell you, we don’t have to collect a bunch of

binders to find qualified, talented -- (applause) -- driven
young women ready to learn and teach in these fields right
now.  (Applause.) 
 

And when young women graduate, they should get equal pay
for equal work.  (Applause.)  That should be a simple question
to answer.  When Governor Romney was asked about it, his
campaign said, “We'll get back to you.”  That shouldn’t be a
complicated question: equal pay for equal work.  I want my
daughters paid just like somebody else’s sons are paid for the
same job.  That's straightforward.  (Applause.) 
 
     Now, I’ve got to say, last night, Governor Romney’s top
advisor finally admitted, no, the Governor didn't really
support that bill.  You don't have to wait for an answer from
me.  The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act was the first bill I
signed into law as President -- the first bill.  (Applause.)
 
     Governor Romney didn't want to talk much last night about
how he wants to end funding for Planned Parenthood, how he
supports legislation that would turn certain decisions about a
woman’s health care over to their employers.  He didn't want to
talk about it because he knows he can't sell it.  I don't
think your boss should control the health care you get. 
(Applause.)  I don't think insurers should control the health
care you get.  (Applause.)  I certainly don't think politicians
should control the health care that you get.  (Applause.)
 
     We passed Obamacare -- yes, I like the term -- we passed
it -- (laughter) -- because I do care, and I want to put these



choices in your hands where they belong.  (Applause.) 
 

Fourth plan -- fourth part of the plan to create jobs
right here is use some of the money we’re saving from ending
those wars in Iraq, winding down the war in Afghanistan, to pay
down our deficit, put our people back to work, including our
veterans, rebuilding roads and bridges and schools all across
America.  (Applause.)
 
     Governor Romney and I just have a different theory on
this. He said it was “tragic” the way we ended the war in
Iraq; doubled down on the belief in a speech just last week,
said we should have kept troops on the ground in Iraq.  I
disagree.  I know these troops.  I know their families.  I know
how dedicated they are and the sacrifices they and their
families make.  And it was time to bring those troops home to
their families.  It was the right thing to do.  (Applause.)
 
     And every brave American who wears the uniform of this
country, they need to know as long as I’m Commander-in-Chief,
we’re going to maintain the strongest military in the world. 
And when those troops take off the uniform, we’re going to
serve them as well as they served us -- because nobody should
have to fight for a job after they fought for our country. 
Nobody should have to fight for a roof over their heads or the
health care they need after they fought for America. 
(Applause.)
 
     And finally, I want to cut the deficit by $4 trillion over
the next 10 years, and I’ve worked with Republicans and
Democrats already to cut a trillion dollars’ worth of
spending.  I’m ready to cut more spending that is not
contributing to our growth.  But we can't just cut our way to
prosperity. 
 

We’ve got to make investments in science and research and
infrastructure.  And we can’t do all that and reduce our
deficit unless we ask the wealthiest households to pay a little
bit more -- pay higher taxes on incomes over $250,000.  So keep
in mind, somebody making $500,000, they’re still keeping the
tax break for the first $250,000, but after that, let’s go back
to the same rate we had when Bill Clinton was President --
(applause) -- our economy created 23 million new jobs, we went
from deficit to surplus.  (Applause.)
 

Governor Romney was asked, is it fair that he pays a lower
tax rate than a teacher who makes $50,000.  He said, yes, I
think it’s fair; I think that’s how you grow an economy.  He’s
wrong.  You look at our economic history -- that’s not how we
grew an economy, by just having a few folks at the top paying
even less than folks in the middle.  I’m not going to ask
middle-class families to give up their deductions for owning a
home, or raising their kids, or sending their kids to college
just to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut.  (Applause.) 

 
I’m not going to ask the students here to pay more for

college so I have a little more money in my pocket.  I don’t
need it.  (Applause.)  I’m not going to kick children out of
Head Start programs, or eliminate health insurance for millions
of Americans who are poor, or elderly, or disabled. 
 



And Governor Romney again last night, over and over again,
he says, I can cut taxes for everybody; I can increase military
spending by $2 trillion; I will lower taxes for middle-class
families and I’m going to close the deficit.  He keeps on
saying it.  And when people ask, well, what are you going to
cut -- because I don’t know about you guys, but if I’m looking
at my budget and I’m trying to shrink my debt, I’ve got to cut
something out.  So, so far, what he’s offered is eliminating
funding for Planned Parenthood and getting rid of Big Bird --

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- and ending wind tax credits.
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  It adds up to less than 1/100th of 1

percent of the federal budget.  So he claims his -- now, that
was an estimate, by the way.  I was doing that off the top of
my head.  (Laughter.)  

 
He claims his $5 trillion tax cut will create millions of

new jobs and pay for themselves.  We have heard this pitch
before.  You know where we heard it?  In the previous
administration.  We know it doesn’t work.  We know what we’re
talking about does create jobs.

 
And now the choice is up to you.  The election now is up

to you.  It comes down to this.  Over and over again, our
opponents tell us that because government can’t do everything,
it should do almost nothing.  If you can’t afford health
insurance, hope you don’t get sick.  If you can’t afford to
start a business or go to college, borrow money from your
parents.  If a company releases harmful pollution into the air,
you know what, that’s the price of progress.  That’s not who we
are.  That’s not what America is about. 

 
We are in this thing together.  (Applause.)  That’s what

this country is about.  Here in America, we believe that we’re
all in this together -- everybody.  We understand America is
not just about what can be done for us, but what can be done
by us, as one people, as one nation.
 

Iowa, you're the reason that we’ve got shuttered factories
in places like Newton that are now humming again with workers
manufacturing components for amazing wind turbines.  You made
that happen because you believed we could do this together. 
You're the reason a mother in Cedar Rapids -- actually, a
mother right here in this audience -- doesn’t have to worry
about surgery for her daughter because the insurance company
can’t limit her coverage.

 
You're the reason a student in Ames, or Iowa City, or

Cornell College can get help paying for a college education,
and we’ve got a New GI Bill for our returning veterans to get
the education they need.  (Applause.)  That all happened
because of you.  And we’ve got to do it again. 

 
You're the reason a young immigrant is not going to be

sent away from the only country she’s ever called home. 
(Applause.)  You’re the reason that we were able to bring our



troops home, and those families are reunited with their loved
ones.  You made that happen. 

 
So if we don’t fight as hard as we can over the next

three weeks, all that could be set aside.  That’s what we’re
fighting for.  That’s what we’re fighting for.  That’s what
we’re fighting for.  You cannot turn away.  And if your voices
aren’t heard, then the lobbyists and the special interests,
they’ll fill the void -- the folks who are writing the $10
million checks to try to buy this election; the folks who are
trying to make it harder for people to vote in this election. 
And you can’t let that happen.  I’m not going to let that
happen.  (Applause.)  We’ve worked too hard together over the
last four years to let that happen.  (Applause.)
 
     Back in 2008, it started here in Iowa.  (Applause.) 
You’re the ones who first showed America that change was
possible.  And everything we fought for is now at stake.  And
we can choose to go back to the same top-down policies that got
us into this mess, or you can choose to move us forward with
the policies that have been getting us out of this mess. 
 
     You can choose to go back to a foreign policy that gets
us into wars with no plan for getting out, or you can help
move us forward and end the Afghan war responsibly and bring
our troops home, and focus on the terrorists who were going to
attack us.  (Applause.)
 
     You can choose to turn back the clock 50 years for women
and for immigrants and for gays and for lesbians -- or you can
stand up and say, we want to move forward.  We believe in the
country where no matter who you are, or what you look like, or
where you come from, or who you love, you can make it if you
try.  (Applause.)
 
     That's what’s at stake in this election.  That's what I
still believe in.  And if that's what you still believe in,
then we’ve got to fight as hard as we can for the next three
weeks.  And I promise you, if you are willing to stand with me,
and knock on doors with me, and work as hard as you can, and
talk to your friends and your neighbors and your classmates,
and if you will vote for me, we will win Linn County again.  We
will win Iowa again.  (Applause.)  We will win this election
again.  We’ll finish what we started, and we’ll remind the
world why the United States of America is the greatest nation
on Earth.  (Applause.)
 
     God bless you and God bless America.  (Applause.)
 
                   END                12:40 P.M. CDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, New Hampshire!  (Applause.)  Are
you fired up?
 

AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Are you ready to go?
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I'm fired up.  (Applause.)  First of all,

I'm fired up about this weather.  (Applause.)  I mean, I've got
to say that generally when I look at a trip to New Hampshire
in October, I'm not thinking it’s going to look like this. 
(Applause.)  But this is spectacular.  (Applause.) 

 
It’s good to be back.  And it’s good to be with a great

friend and an outstanding governor -- Governor Lynch.  Please
give him a big round of applause.  (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Applause.) 
 
And I love your outstanding Senator, Jeanne Shaheen. 

(Applause.)  Jeanne was especially happy because it was her
granddaughter, Ellie, who sang the National Anthem today.  Give
Ellie a big round of applause.  (Applause.)   
 

Nineteen days, New Hampshire.  Nineteen days. 
(Applause.)  In nineteen days, you’re going to step into a
voting booth, and you’ve got a big choice to make.  It’s not
just a choice between two candidates or parties -- it’s about
two different visions for this country that we love.
 

Governor Romney’s got his sales pitch.  He’s been running
around talking about his five-point PowerPoint plan for the
economy.  (Laughter.)  But as we saw the other night --
(applause) -- what he’s selling is not a five-point plan. 
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It’s really just a one-point plan:  Folks at the top get to
play with a different set of rules than you do.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo, now -- vote.  (Applause.) 
 
They can pay lower taxes; they can keep their money

offshore; they can buy companies, load it up with debt, lay off
workers, strip their pensions, send their jobs overseas -- they
can still make money doing it, turning a big profit.  It’s the
same philosophy that’s been squeezing middle-class families for
more than a decade.  It’s the same philosophy that got us into
this mess. 

 
For the last four years, I’ve watched the American people,

with their resilience and resolve, overcoming the pain and
struggle and dealing with the consequences of the worst
financial crisis since the Great Depression.  We’ve worked too
hard to let this country go down that path again.  (Applause.) 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more
years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  New Hampshire, we cannot grow this economy
from the top down.  This economy grows from the middle out,
when everybody has ladders of opportunity; if they work hard
they can succeed, they can get ahead.  That’s how we move
ahead.  When workers have a decent living, have a little money
in their pockets -- that means they’re out there as customers
buying goods, and that means businesses do better, and that
means businesses make more profits, then they hire more
workers.  That’s how you grow an economy.  (Applause.) 
 

That’s why we can’t go backward.  That’s why we’ve got to
move forward.  That’s why I’m running for a second term as
President of the United States.  (Applause.) 
 

On Tuesday, Governor Romney took another stab at trying to
sell us this $5 trillion tax cut that favors the wealthy.  He
took another swing at it, and he whiffed.  (Applause.)  Instead
of telling us how he’d pay for it, he said, I’ll let you know
after the election.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And then when I asked him about it, he

said, I’m a businessman, I know the numbers will work -- take
my word for it. 

 
Now, I’m going to let you in on a little tip:  When a

politician tells you he’s going to wait until after the
election, it’s not because their plan is so good that they
don’t want to spoil the secret.  (Laughter.)  That’s usually
not what’s going on.  (Applause.)  And in this case, just about
everybody who’s looked at his tax plan says he can’t pay for it
without blowing a hole in the deficit, or raising your taxes --
raising taxes on the middle class.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 



THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo --
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  --  vote. 

 
So then Governor Romney says he’s got another plan to

create 12 million jobs in the next four years.  But when folks
started crunching the numbers, his jobs plan fell apart even
faster than his tax plan.  The Washington Post called it a
“bait and switch.” A bait and switch.
 

So let’s recap.  He’s got a tax plan that doesn’t add up. 
He’s got a jobs plan that doesn’t create jobs.  He’s got a
deficit plan that doesn’t reduce the deficit.  Listen, New
Hampshire, you’ve heard of the New Deal; you’ve heard of the
Square Deal and the Fair Deal.  Mitt Romney is trying to sell
you a Sketchy Deal.  (Applause.) 

 
We don’t need a sketchy deal.  We know better, because the

last time this sketchy deal was tried was in the previous
administration -- made the same sales pitch; told you the same
stuff:  Look, if we cut these taxes, the economy is going to
grow so much, the deficit is going to come down, don’t worry
about it. Just like they said we didn’t have to pay for two
wars.  It didn’t work, and that’s why you’re not buying.  We
have been there.  We’ve tried it.  We’re not going back. 
We’re moving forward.  I need your help to finish what we
started in 2008.  (Applause.)
 

Now, I made some commitments four years ago.  I told you
I’d end the war in Iraq -- and we did.  (Applause.)  I said
we’d end the war in Afghanistan -- we are.  (Applause.)  I said
we’d refocus on the terrorists who actually attacked us on 9/11
-- and we have.  (Applause.)  And today, a new tower rises
above the New York skyline, and al Qaeda is on the path to
defeat, and Osama bin Laden is dead.  (Applause.) 
 

Four years ago, I promised to cut middle-class taxes --
and we have, by $3,600.  (Applause.)  I promised to cut taxes
for small business owners -- and we have, 18 times. 
(Applause.)  And by the way, you’ll hear Governor Romney talk
about small businesses.  What he doesn’t tell you is his
definition of small businesses includes Donald Trump --
(laughter) -- includes hedge fund managers. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo --
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- vote.
 
We got back every dime used to rescue the banks.  And then

we passed a law to end taxpayer-funded Wall Street bailouts for
good.  We put that in place.  (Applause.)
 

Four years ago, I said in this great country of ours,
nobody should go bankrupt when they get sick, and so we passed
health reform -- yes, I like the name “Obamacare” -- (applause)



-- so your insurance companies can’t jerk you around anymore. 
(Applause.)  So young people can stay on their parent’s plans
till they’re 26.  (Applause.)  So women can’t be charged more
than men for their insurance -- being a woman is not a
preexisting condition.  (Applause.) 

 
We repealed "don't ask, don't tell" -- (applause) --

because anybody who is willing to sacrifice and serve this
country we love shouldn't be prevented because of who they
love.  (Applause.) 

 
When Governor Romney said we should let Detroit go

bankrupt, we said, no, thanks; we're not going to take that
business advice.  (Laughter.)  We reinvented a dying auto
industry that’s come roaring back to the top of the world. 
(Applause.) 

 
And you may have heard, by the way, Governor Romney trying

to claim that I did what he advised.  Did you hear that? 
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Unbelievable.  (Laughter.)
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Malarkey!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Everybody in the auto industry knows

that's not what he said.  He just went ahead and said it.    
 

Today, four years after the worst economic crisis of our
lifetimes, we're moving forward again.  (Applause.)  After
losing 800,000 jobs a month when I took office, our businesses
have now added more than 5 million new jobs over the past two
and a half years.  Unemployment has fallen from 10 percent to
7.8 percent.  Home values are back on the rise.  The stock
market has nearly doubled.  Manufacturing is coming home.  Our
assembly lines are getting back to work.  (Applause.) 

 
We need to keep moving forward.  (Applause.)  We've got

more work to do.  That's why I'm running for a second term.
(Applause.) 

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!
 

THE PRESIDENT:  Look, we have more work to do, though.  I
will not be satisfied until everybody who wants to work hard
can find a job.  (Applause.)  And that means we've got to have
a plan to grow not just the economy and create jobs, but create
good jobs, and provide security for the middle class.
 

So, number one, I want to send fewer jobs overseas, sell
more products overseas.  (Applause.)  Governor Romney has no
problem giving tax breaks to companies that are shipping jobs
overseas, or outsourcing.  I want to reward companies that are
investing right here -- investing in New Hampshire, investing
in Manchester, insourcing, opening new plants, hiring new
workers -- creating new jobs right here in America. 
(Applause.)  That's what we need to do.     
 

I want to control more of our own energy and how we use



energy.  After 30 years of doing nothing, we raised fuel
standards, so by the middle of the next decade your cars and
trucks will go twice as far on a gallon of gas.  (Applause.) 
We’ve doubled the amount of renewable energy we generate from
sources like wind and solar, even as we've increased the
production of oil and natural gas.  So today, America is less
dependent on foreign oil than at any time in the last two
decades.  (Applause.)  Think about that.  Our oil imports are
going down.  
 

So now you've got a choice between a plan that reverses
this progress, or one that builds on it.  Governor Romney feels
comfortable with taxpayers providing oil companies $4 billion a
year in taxpayer-funded corporate welfare. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't --
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  We're not going to boo!  We're going to

vote!  (Applause.) 
 
But you know what, I understand why you wouldn't be happy

with that idea, because we should be taking that $4 billion and
investing it in the energy sources of tomorrow.  (Applause.) 
We don't want China to win the race for clean energy
technology.  We want that technology developed here in the
United States of America.  (Applause.) 

 
And, by the way, those investments not only create good

jobs here at home, create new industries here at home, but it
also reduces the carbon pollution that’s heating our planet. 
Climate change is not a hoax.  Droughts and floods and fires,
they're not a joke.  They are a threat to our children’s future
and we've got to deal with it in a serious way that also grows
our economy.  We can do that.  (Applause.)
 

Number three, I want the best education system in the
world right in the United States.  (Applause.)  Michelle and I
are only where we are because of the chance an education gave
us.  And today, because of the actions my administration took,
millions of students all across the country are paying less for
college.  (Applause.)  We took a system that was wasting tens
of billions of dollars on banks and lenders -- we said let’s
cut out the middleman, give money directly to the students. 
And as a consequence, young people are getting a better deal. 
(Applause.)
 

Now, Governor Romney wants to reverse some of these
choices. He wants to gut some of our investment in education to
help pay for this $5 trillion tax cut.  I think we should make
sure that we are doing more in education:  Hiring new math and
science teachers so that they can get the lead in the
technology that’s going to shape our economy in the future.
 (Applause.)  Provide job training for 2 million workers at our
community colleges.  Work with colleges and universities to
keep tuition low.  (Applause.)   

 
That’s my agenda for change.  That’s what we need to do. 



We can have that future, but you’ve got to vote.  That’s why
I’m running for a second term.  (Applause.)   
 

I suspect we’ve got some teachers in the audience. 
Governor Romney said hiring more teachers won’t grow our
economy.  Then he said class size doesn’t matter.  He said
class size doesn’t matter.  There’s not a teacher or a parent
who doesn’t believe this.  Making sure that our kids are
thriving in math and science -- where we know there are going
to be more jobs -- that will grow our economy.  Having them be
able to get a job as an engineer -- maybe start the next Apple
or the next Intel -- that will create jobs.  That should be a
national mission.  That’s what we’re fighting for.  (Applause.)

 
And, by the way, we want our sons to thrive in math and

science and engineering, but we also want our daughters to
thrive in those fields, too.  (Applause.)  See, we don’t have
to order up some binders to find qualified, talented, driven
young women who can learn and excel in these fields right
now.  (Applause.)  And when these young women graduate, I want
them to receive equal pay for equal work.  (Applause.) 

 
I don’t know why this is so complicated.  (Laughter.) 

Governor Romney still won’t say whether or not he supported a
law to protect that right, no matter how many times he’s
asked.  This is not -- this is not that hard.  I’ve got two
daughters.  I want to make sure they get paid the same as
somebody’s sons for doing the same job.  (Applause.)  Pretty
straightforward.  Any confusion there?

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You know where I stand.  Look, the Lilly

Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, this was the first bill I signed into
law.  (Applause.)  And I know you want the same thing for your
daughters, or sisters, or moms, or grandmas as I do. 
(Applause.) And this is not -- as I said in the debate, this
is not just a women’s issue, this is a family issue, this is
an economic issue. 

I also believe women should make their own health care
decisions.  (Applause.)  I know you’ve got -- and it’s not just
Washington that sometimes deals with this issue.  You’ve got a
state legislature up here that sometimes acts like it knows
better than women when it comes to women’s own health care
decisions.  My opponent has got the same approach.  Governor
Romney said he’d end funding for Planned Parenthood, despite
all the work it does to provide women with mammograms and
breast cancer screenings.

 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Vote!
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!  Vote!  Vote!  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  All right, you guys are getting it.  You

guys are getting it.  (Laughter.) 
 
We made sure that insurance companies are providing women

with contraception.  He supported legislation that would turn
those decisions over to a woman's employer.  Think about that. 



Do you think, like, your boss, or your insurance company, or
some politician in Concord or Washington should get control of
your health care choices? 

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  The health care law we passed puts those

choices in your hands where they belong.  That’s where they're
going to stay as long as I'm President of the United States,
as long -- (applause) -- as long as you vote. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!  Vote!  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  All right.  Now, we also have to make sure

that we're using the money we're saving from ending the war in
Iraq, winding down the war in Afghanistan, to put our people
back to work here doing some nation-building here at home. 
(Applause.) 

 
We've got a debate on Monday on foreign policy, and I'm

very interested in seeing what Governor Romney has to say about
that. (Laughter.)  You know, he said that it was "tragic" the
way I ended the war in Iraq.  Last week he said we should
still have troops in Iraq. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Vote.  Vote.  (Laughter.) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!  Vote!  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Look, one of the great honors of my job is

serving as Commander-In-Chief, and meeting the amazing men and
women in our Armed Services who serve us every single day.  I
think bringing our troops home after doing the job they did in
Iraq was the right thing to do.  (Applause.)  Reuniting them
with their families was the right thing to do.  (Applause.) 
The 33,000 troops that we've brought home this year from
Afghanistan -- that was the right thing to do.  (Applause.) 

 
And every brave American who wears this country's uniform

should know this:  As long as I'm your Commander-In-Chief, I
will sustain the strongest military the world has ever known. 
And when you take off that uniform, we're going to serve you as
well as you've served us -- because nobody who has fought for
us should ever have to fight for a job when they come home, or
a roof over their heads when they come home, or the benefits
they've earned when they come home.  (Applause.) 

 
And finally, we've got to cut the deficit by $4 trillion

over the next 10 years.  I've put forward a plan to do it, and
I've worked with Republicans and Democrats already to cut
spending that we didn’t need or we could afford, and I'm ready
to do more.  But I'm not going to cut things like education. 
(Applause.)  I'm not going to cut research that helps grow our
economy. 

 
We can't get this done unless we also ask the wealthiest

households to pay higher taxes on their incomes above $250,000
-- pay the same rate we had when Bill Clinton was President. 
We created 23 million new jobs, and we went from a deficit to



surplus.  That’s how you do it.  (Applause.) 
 
Governor Romney said he thinks it's fair that he pays a

lower tax rate than a teacher who makes $50,000. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo -- vote!  Vote!  Vote!  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Vote! 
 
He is wrong.  I'm not going to ask middle-class families

to give up your deductions on a home mortgage, or your
deductions for raising a kid, just to pay for another
millionaire's tax cut. I'm not going to ask students who are
here to pay more for college, or kick kids out of Head Start,
or eliminate health insurance for millions of Americans just to
pay for a tax cut we don't need -- tax cut we don't need. 
That's not who we are.  That's not what we’re about. 
(Applause.)
 
     Governor Romney and, frankly, his allies in Congress, they
have banked on this idea that somehow in America everybody is
on their own.  If you get -- if you don't have health
insurance, hope you don't get sick.  If you can't afford to
start a business or go to college, he says, borrow money from
your parents.  You know what, that's not who we are.  That's
not what we’re about. 
 

We believe in self-reliance, we believe in individual
initiative -- but we also believe we’re all in this together. 
We understand America is not just what can be done for us, but
what can be done by us, together, as one nation, as one people
-- (applause) -- black, white, Hispanic, Asian, Native
American, gay, straight, abled, disabled, everybody coming
together.  That's what we’re fighting for.  That's our vision
of America.  (Applause.)
 
     That's the vision we fought for in 2008.  And because of
you we were able to make amazing things happen.  You’re the
reason there’s a little girl with a heart disorder who needs
surgery but now has the security of knowing she’s going to get
that surgery because there aren’t any lifetime limits on her
insurance coverage.  You made that happen.  (Applause.)
 
     You're the reason a young man who’ll never -- who thought
he’d never be able to afford his dream to go to medical school
now is going to have that chance.  You made that possible. 
(Applause.)
 

You're the reason a young immigrant who grew up here and
went to school here and pledged allegiance to our flag will no
longer be deported from the only country she’s ever called
home. (Applause.)
 

You're the reason folks who served us so bravely are now
embracing their family again and hearing those words:  “Welcome
home.”  Welcome home.  Welcome home.   That happened because of
you.  (Applause.)
 

So in 19 days, New Hampshire, you can keep moving this
country forward.  In 19 days, you get to choose between the
top-down policies that got us into this mess, or the policies



that are getting us out of this mess.  In 19 days, you can
choose a foreign policy that takes us into wars without a plan
to get us out, or turning the page and ending wars responsibly,
and bringing our troops home and focusing on building America. 
(Applause.)
 

In 19 days, you can choose to turn back the clock 50
years for immigrants, or gays, or women -- or you can stand up
and say we are going to move forward -- (applause) -- that
we’re a country that will continue to be one that treats
everybody with dignity and fairness; a country where no matter
what you look like, or where you come from, or who you love,
you can make it if you try.   (Applause.)

 
That’s what’s at stake, New Hampshire.  That’s why I’m

asking for your vote.  I believe in you.  I need you to keep
believing in me. 

I’m asking for your help to finish the job.  And if you’ll
stand with me, and work with me, and knock on some doors for
me, make some phone calls with me, if you’ll vote for me in
New Hampshire, we’ll win New Hampshire again.  (Applause.) 
We’ll win this election.  We’ll finish what we started, and
remind the world why the United States of America is the
greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.)   
 

God bless you, and God bless the United States of
America.  (Applause.)

 
                   END                12:30 P.M. EDT

       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

-----

Unsubscribe

The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · Washington DC 20500 · 202-456-1111

http://messages.whitehouse.gov/accounts/USEOPWHPO/subscriber/new?preferences=true


From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Remarks by the President at a Campaign Event in Delray Beach, Florida
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 10:56:54 AM

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

_________________________________________________________________
For Immediate Release                            October 23,

2012
 
 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT CAMPAIGN EVENT

 
Delray Tennis Center
Delray Beach, Florida

 
 
10:27 A.M. EDT
 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Florida!  (Applause.)  Are you
fired up?  (Applause.)  Are you ready to go?  (Applause.)  I
fired up right now!  (Applause.)  It is good to be in
Florida. 
 

Give it up for Congressman Ted Deutch, who’s here. 
(Applause.)  Your Mayor, Nelson McDuffie, is here. 
(Applause.)  State Senator Maria Sachs.  (Applause.)  A great
candidate for Congress, Lois Frankel.  (Applause.)  And my
friend and your former governor, Charlie Crist, is here. 
(Applause.) 

 
And I want everybody to give a huge round of applause to

Scott for that introduction.  (Applause.) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!  (Applause.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you.  You guys really are fired up! 

(Applause.)
 
Now, I was mentioning Scott.  Every time I need a pick-me-

up I try to see Scott.  (Laughter.)  In addition to some
outstanding pizza.  And Scott and Charlie Crist, they remind us
that the values we’re fighting for, they're not Democratic
values, they're not Republican values, they are American
values.  And that's what this election is all about. 
(Applause.)
 
     Now, two weeks from today, Americans in all 50 states will
step into the voting booth.  But here in Florida, you get to
start voting on Saturday.  (Applause.)  And as Scott just told
you, if you need to know where to vote, you go to
Vote.BarackObama.com.   But I need you to vote because you’ve
got a very big choice to make.  It’s not just a choice between
two candidates or two parties.  It is a choice between two very
different visions for this country that we love.  (Applause.)
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     Now, last night we had our third and last debate. 
(Applause.)  And I hope that during the debate I made those
differences very clear.  (Applause.)  Because the greatest
responsibility I have as President is to keep the American
people safe.  That's why I ended the war in Iraq, so we could
go after the terrorists who actually attacked us on 9/11. 
(Applause.)  That's why we decimated al Qaeda’s core leadership
and brought Osama bin Laden the justice he deserved. 
(Applause.)  That's why we’re ending the war in Afghanistan,
because after a decade of war, it’s time to do some nation-
building here at home.  (Applause.)
 
     In a world of new threats and profound challenges, America
needs leadership that is strong and is steady.  Governor
Romney’s foreign policy has been wrong and reckless.  Last
night he was all over the map.  Did you notice that?  During
the debate he said he didn't want more troops in Iraq, but he
was caught on video saying it was unthinkable not to leave
20,000 troops in Iraq, troops that would still be there today.
 
     Last night he claimed to support my plan to end the war
in Afghanistan.  I’m glad he supports it.  But he’s opposed a
timeline that would actually bring our troops home.  Early in
this campaign he said he’d do the opposite of whatever I did in
Israel, but last night I reminded him that cooperation with
Israel has never been stronger.  (Applause.)
 
     Last night he said he always supported taking out Osama
bin Laden, but in 2007, he said it wasn’t worth moving heaven
and earth to catch one man. 
 
     Now, we’ve come up with a name for this condition.  It’s
called Romnesia.  (Applause.)  
 
     AUDIENCE:  Romnesia!  Romnesia!  Romnesia!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  We had a severe outbreak last night. 
(Applause.)  It was at least stage three Romnesia.  (Laughter
and applause.)  And I just want to go over with you some of
the symptoms, Delray, because I want to make sure nobody in the
surrounding area catches it.  (Laughter.)  If you say that you
love American cars during a debate, but you wrote an article
titled, “Let Detroit Go Bankrupt,” you might have Romnesia. 
(Applause.)
 
     If you talk about how much you love teachers during a
debate -- (applause) -- but said just a few weeks ago that we
shouldn’t hire any more because they won’t grow the economy,
what do you have?
 
     AUDIENCE:  Romnesia!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I’ll bet you’ve got some Romnesia. 
(Applause.)  If you say you love Medicare -- and by the way,
there’s a theme here -- he keeps on loving stuff and then
wants to end it or cut it or not help it.  But if you say that
you love Medicare, but your plan turns it into a voucher that
ends the guaranteed benefit of Medicare, you definitely have
Romnesia.  (Laughter and applause.)
 
     So, I mean, we’re breaking down the symptoms here.  If



you’ve come down with a case of Romnesia, if you can’t seem to
remember the policies on your website, or the promises that
you’ve been making over the six years that you’ve been running
for President, if you can’t even remember what you said last
week -- (applause) -- don’t worry, Obamacare covers preexisting
conditions.  (Applause.)  We can fix you up.  We can cure this
disease.  (Applause.)  There’s a cure!
 
     Listen, let me just say this.  In all seriousness, I
mean, we’re accustomed to seeing politicians change their
positions from four years ago.  We are not accustomed to seeing
politicians change their position from four days ago. 
(Laughter.)  
 
     And we joke about Romnesia, but you know what -- this is
actually something important -- this is about trust.  There’s
no more serious issue in a presidential campaign than trust. 
(Applause.)  The person who leads this country, you’ve got to
have some confidence that he or she means what he or she says
-- (applause) -- that if they tell you they’re going to do
something or that this is what they believe, that they’re going
to actually try to do it. 
 

It doesn’t mean that every candidate is going to get
everything done all at once perfectly, but you want somebody to
be able to look you in the eye and say, here’s what I
believe.   Here’s what I stand for.  Here’s what I’ll fight
for.  (Applause.)  Here’s what I care about.  Here’s who I’m
going to be looking out for in the debates in Washington.
 
     But part of the reason I think this is hard for Governor
Romney to do is his job plan doesn’t really create jobs.  His
deficit plan doesn’t reduce the deficit; it adds to it.  His
foreign policy is from the 1980s.  His social policy is from
the 1950s.  His economic policies are from the 1920s.  So
everything he’s doing right now is to hide his real positions
and try to win this election. 
 

He wants to just spend all his time and focus on telling
people what he thinks is wrong with America.  I mean, if you
notice, in his debates, in his speeches, he is really excellent
at listing all the things that are wrong.  He can just go over
it verbatim, just boom, boom, boom, boom -- PowerPoint
presentation. (Laughter.)  But you know what -- that’s not
leadership you can trust.
 
     And, Florida, you know me.  (Applause.)  You can trust
that I say what I mean, and I mean what I say.  (Applause.) 
And, yes, we’ve been through tough times.  But you’ve never
seen me quit.
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And there’s no quit in America.
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  So for over the last four years, we’ve
been making real progress, fighting our way back from these
policies that failed America.  Our businesses have now added
more than 5 million new jobs over the past two and a half



years.  (Applause.) Unemployment has fallen to its lowest level
since I took office. Home values are rising.  The stock market
has nearly doubled.  Our assembly lines are getting back to
work.  And our heroes are coming home.  (Applause.)
 

I promised to cut taxes for middle-class families --
(applause) -- and I did, by $3,600.  I promised to cut taxes
for small business owners like Scott -- and we have, 18 times. 
(Applause.)  I promised we would fix the financial situation
that was broken when I came into office, but we got back every
single dime, with interest, that we used to rescue the banks. 
(Applause.)  We passed a law to end taxpayer-funded Wall Street
bailouts for good. 
 

We repealed "don't ask, don't tell" -- (applause) -- so
that nobody is ever kicked out of the military because of who
they love.
 

When the heartbeat of American manufacturing was flat-
lining, we said thanks, Governor, I know you’ve got all this
private sector experience, but your advice isn’t going to work
this time.  And today, the American auto industry’s engines are
roaring at full throttle again.  (Applause.)
 

I said that I would make sure that nobody in America goes
bankrupt when they get sick -- and we delivered on that
promise. (Applause.)  I said I’d make college more affordable
for our young people -- and we delivered on that promise. 
(Applause.)  I do what I say.  You’ve seen me.  (Applause.) 

 
We’re not yet where we need to be, but we’ve made real

progress.  And now we need to build on that progress.  And,
Florida, that’s why I’m running for a second term as President
of the United States of America.  (Applause.)   That’s why I’m
running. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, in this campaign, I’ve laid out a

plan for jobs and middle-class security.  And unlike Mitt
Romney, I’m actually proud to talk about what’s in it -–
(laughter) -- because my plan actually will move America
forward.  And, by the way, the math in my plan adds up. 
(Laughter.)  If we’ve got any math teachers out there, you can
go ahead and look in this plan  -- (applause) -- and you’ll
see that the numbers work.  I won’t be running the okeydoke on
you.  (Laughter.) 

 
If you want to take a look at it, you check it out at

BarackObama.com/plans.  Share it with your friends.  Share is
with your neighbors.  Share it with your coworkers.  Folks who
are still not convinced, they can look right here and find out
what it is I intend to do in a second term.  There are still
people out there who are trying to make up their minds.  Some
of you here may still be trying to make up your minds.  Maybe
you just thought -- 

 
AUDIENCE:  No!  (Applause.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No?  Some people here might have thought

it was a concert going on or something and wandered in by



mistake.  (Laughter.)  Thought Scott was giving away free
pizza.  (Applause.)  So for those of you who are still making
up your minds -- or your friends, or your family -- I ask
folks, compare my plan to Governor Romney’s.  See which plan is
better for you and for America’s future.
 
     Now, let me just summarize it real quick.  First, my plan
builds on our manufacturing growth by ending tax breaks for
companies that are shipping jobs overseas.  I want to reward
small businesses and manufacturers who are creating jobs right
here in the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 
     Second, my plan will cut our oil imports in half by 2020
so we control more of our own energy here in America. 
(Applause.)  And by the way, today we are less dependent on
foreign oil than any time in 20 years.  And one reason is
because we increased fuel-efficiency standards on cars and
trucks so that they will go twice as far on a gallon of gas. 
And we need to build on that progress -- not just by producing
more oil and gas, but by investing in clean energy technology
that's creating jobs here in Florida and all across America. 
(Applause.)
 
     Number three --
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBERS:  We love you!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  But I got this plan I
want to talk about, so -- (applause) -- I do. 
 
     Number three, my plan will make it a national mission to
educate our kids and train our workers so that they can compete
better than anybody in the world.  I want to recruit 100,000
new math and science teachers over the next decade. 
(Applause.)  I want to train 2 million workers at our community
colleges with the skills that businesses are looking for right
now.  I want to work with colleges and universities to keep
down the growth in tuition costs because I want every young
person to be able to get the higher education that they're
willing to work for.  (Applause.)
 
     Number four, my plan is going to cut the deficit by $4
trillion -- remember I said the numbers actually add up. 
(Laughter.)  We’re going to do it in a balanced way by cutting
spending we don't need, but by also asking the wealthiest
Americans to pay a little bit more -- (applause) -- so we can
invest in research, invest in technology, those things that
keep new jobs and businesses coming to America.  (Applause.)  
 
     And I will not, in our pursuit of reducing the deficit,
turn Medicare into a voucher because no American should spend
their golden years at the mercy of insurance companies.  That's
not what Medicare is about.  (Applause.)
 
     And finally, my plan will use the savings from ending the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to put our people back to work
doing some nation-building here at home, repairing roads,
fixing bridges, building schools all across America.  And when
our veterans come home, we will serve them as well as they’ve
served us and make sure that they are out there getting the
jobs that are going to help build America.  (Applause.)



 
     By the way, I just want to point out, in the same way
that Governor Romney didn't mention the Afghan war or our
troops in his convention speech, Governor Romney didn’t even
mention our veterans last night.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo -- vote. 
 

He didn’t say a word about it.  Now, he may write off half
the country as victims behind closed doors, but the men and
women and their families who have served this country so
bravely, they deserve better from somebody who’s applying to be
Commander-in-Chief.  (Applause.)  It is my greatest honor
serving as their Commander-in-Chief, and I will fight for our
troops and our veterans every single day.  (Applause.) 
 
     So that’s the plan we need, Florida.  That’s how you build
a strong, sustainable economy that has good middle-class jobs
to offer.  That’s how you make sure that you’ve got increased
take-home pay.  That’s how you make sure that businesses are
taking root all across Florida and all across America. 
 

And now it’s up to you to choose the path we take from
here. Starting on Saturday, Florida, you can choose the top-
down policies that got us into this mess, or you can choose the
policies we’re using to get us out of this mess.  (Applause.) 
You can choose a foreign policy that’s reckless and wrong, or
you can choose one that is steady and strong.  (Applause.)  You
can choose to turn back the clock 50 years for immigrants and
gays and women or, in this election, you can decide we will
remain an inclusive, generous country where no matter who you
are, or what you look like, or where you come from, or who you
love, you can make it if you try.  You’ve got a place in the
American family.  That’s what’s at stake right now. 
(Applause.)

 
We can go back, or we can choose to move forward, to

focus on the challenges and opportunities of the 21st century;
to work together as one nation, as one people, to make it
another American Century. 

 
That’s the kind of President I’ve been, Florida.  That’s

the kind of President I intend to be.  I’m asking for your
vote.  I’m asking for your help.  I believe in you, and I’m
asking you to believe in me.  And if you stand with me, and
work with me, and knock on some doors with me, and make some
phone calls with me, if you do that, we will win Palm Beach
County again.  We’ll win Florida again.  (Applause.)  We’ll
finish what we started.  We will win this election.  And we’ll
remind the world why the United States of America is the
greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.)

 
God bless you, and God bless the United States of

America.  (Applause.)
 
 
                   END                     10:48 A.M. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Iowa!  (Applause.)  Hello Quads! 
It's good to be back.  This is about as close as I get to home
these days, so it is good to be back.  Are you fired up? 
(Applause.)  Are you ready to go?  (Applause.) 

 
At the outset, let's give Cassandra a huge round of

applause for her service to our country and a great
introduction.  (Applause.)  We've got your congressman here,
Dave Loebsack; your mayor, Bill Gluba.  (Applause.)  And we've
got all of you, and I'm really excited to see you.
 (Applause.) 

 
Now, this is the first stop on our 48-hour fly-around-

campaign marathon extravaganza.  (Applause.)  We're going to
pull an all-nighter.  No sleep.  We're starting here in Iowa,
we're going to Colorado, then we're going to go to Nevada,
then we're going to Florida, Virginia, Ohio.  (Applause.)  I am
going to stop in Chicago to vote.  (Applause.)  We've got
early vote in Illinois just like we've got early vote here in
Iowa. 

 
But I had to start in Iowa to ask you for your vote, to

ask you for your support so we can finish what we started. 
(Applause.)  Because this is where it all began 4 years ago --
on your front porches, in your backyards.  This is where the
movement for change began.  And Iowa, you will once again
choose the path that we take from here.

 
I know at this point -- because you guys have seen a lot

of TV commercials -- you've heard Governor Romney's sales
pitch. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, no, don’t boo -- vote.  (Applause.) 

He has been running around saying he's got a five-point plan
for the economy.  Let me tell you, it turns out it's only a
one-point plan.  (Laughter.)  Folks at the very top get to play
by a very different set of rules than you do.  They can keep
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paying lower tax rates than you do, keep their money in off-
shore accounts.  They can buy up a company, load it up with
debt, lay off the workers, strip away their pensions, send the
jobs overseas -- and they still make a big profit while the
middle class gets stuck with the bill. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo -- vote.  That was his

philosophy in the private sector, that was his philosophy as
governor, that’s his philosophy now.  It's not a very inspiring
vision for our country. 

 
So two weeks from the election -- because he knows that if

he actually told everybody what he wants to do he probably
wouldn’t get any votes, so he's doing everything he can to make
sure that you don’t notice what he's been saying.  And we've
come up with a name for this condition -- it's called
Romnesia.  (Laughter.)  Romnesia.  I want to go over the
symptoms with you, then, for it, because I don’t want you to
catch it.  I don’t want it to spread. 

 
If you say you won’t give a big tax cut to the wealthy,

but you’re caught on video promising your tax cut would include
the top 1 percent, then you might have Romnesia.  (Laughter.) 

 
If you talk about how much you love teachers during a

debate, but just a few weeks ago you said we shouldn’t hire any
more teachers because they won’t grow the economy, you probably
have Romnesia.  (Laughter.)

 
If you sit on stage in a nationally televised debate

saying how much you love cars -- you’re a car guy -- except you
wrote an article titled “Let Detroit Go Bankrupt,” then you
almost certainly have Romnesia.

 
If you can’t seem to remember the policies on your own

website, or the promises you made over the last six years that
you’ve been running for President, or the promises you made six
days ago, you probably have Romnesia -- but don’t worry,
Obamacare covers preexisting conditions.  We can pick you up. 
There’s a cure.  We can make you well.  (Applause.)  As long
as you vote, Iowa, we can cure folks of this malady, of this
disease.  (Applause.) 

 
Listen, smart people who don’t have a dog in this fight --

independent analysts, economists -- they took out their
pencils, they had their green eyeshades, they crunched the
numbers.  Turns out Governor Romney’s economic plan is a
sketchy deal.  The results are not what you’d want to write
home about.  The Washington Post calls his jobs plan a “bait
and switch.”  The bait is the promise that his plan creates 12
million jobs; the switch is the fact that his plan doesn’t
create 12 million jobs.  (Laughter.)  That’s the bait and the
switch.  In fact, it won’t even create jobs right now. 

 
And then Governor Romney wants to spend $5 trillion on tax

cuts that favor the wealthy, $2 trillion on defense spending
that our military isn’t asking for, and he wants you to believe
that he can do that without adding to the deficit or raising
middle-class taxes.  The problem is you’d need to invent a new



kind of math to actually make this true. 
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Arithmetic!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  The arithmetic does not work. 
 
So we know Governor Romney’s jobs plan doesn’t create

jobs.  His deficit plan doesn’t reduce the deficit.  And we
joke about Romnesia, but all of this speaks to something that’s
really important, and that is the issue of trust.  There’s no
more serious issue on a presidential campaign than trust. 
Trust matters.  (Applause.) 

 
And here’s the thing:  Iowa, you know me.  You know that I

say what I mean, and I mean what I say.  There are some folks
in this crowd who have probably been following me since I was
running for the United States Senate.  (Applause.)  And you
know what?  You can -- like this guy right here, who I served
with in the United States Senate [sic], George Shadid.  And you
could take a videotape of things I said 10 years ago, 12 years
ago, and you’d say, man, this is the same guy -- has the same
values, cares about the same people, doesn’t forget where he
came from, knows who he’s fighting for.  (Applause.) 

 
And you know what?  I haven’t finished all the work that

we set out to do in 2008, but I have fought for you every
single day that I’ve held this office.  (Applause.)  And with
your help, I’ve kept the commitments that I’ve made. 

 
I told you we’d end the war in Iraq -- we did. 

(Applause.)  I said we’d begin the process of ending the war in
Afghanistan -- we are.  (Applause.)  I said we’d refocus on the
terrorists who actually attacked us on 9/11 -- and we have. 
And a new tower rises over the New York skyline, al Qaeda is
on the path to defeat, and Osama bin Laden is dead.  I kept
that promise.  (Applause.)  I kept that promise.

 
I promised to cut taxes for middle-class families and

small businesses -- and we’ve done that.  I promised to end
taxpayer-funded Wall Street bailouts for good -- and we have. 
(Applause.)  I promised to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell” --
and today you can’t be kicked out of the military because of
who you are or who you love.  (Applause.) 

 
I said I’d bet on American workers and American ingenuity,

and while the other guy was saying “let Detroit go bankrupt,” I
went in there and worked with the workers and the management,
and we’ve saved a dying auto industry that’s back on top of the
world.  (Applause.) 

 
On issue after issue, we are moving forward.  After losing

9 million jobs in the Great Recession, our businesses have now
added more than 5 million new jobs over the past two and a half
years.  Manufacturing is at its highest level since the ‘90s. 
Unemployment has fallen to its lowest level since I took
office.  Home values and home sales are rising.  Our assembly
lines are humming again.  We’ve got a long way to go, Iowa, but
we’ve come too far to turn back now.  We can’t afford to go
back to what got us into this mess.  We’ve got to stick with
policies that are getting out of this mess.  That’s why I’m
running for a second term as President of the United States of



America.  (Applause.) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, the good news is I’ve got a plan that

will actually create jobs, that will actually reduce the
deficit, that will actually create middle-class security.  And
unlike Mitt Romney, I’m proud to talk about what’s actually in
my plan -- (applause) -- because my math actually adds up.

 
If you want to take a look at it, check it out at

barackobama.com/plans.  I want you to share it with your
friends, share it with your neighbors, share it with your co-
workers.  There are still people out there who may be trying to
make up their minds.  Maybe somebody here thought they were
visiting the haunted house over there and just kind of wandered
over, trying to figure out what’s going on -- (laughter) -- and
they haven’t made up their mind yet.  I want them to know.

 
I want everybody out there to compare my plans to Governor

Romney’s, have the information you need, see which plan is
better for you and for America’s future. 

 
First of all, I want to end tax breaks for companies that

are shipping jobs overseas.  (Applause.)  I want to reward
small businesses and manufacturers who are creating jobs right
here in the United States of America.  That’s what I want to
do.  (Applause.) 

 
Second, I want to cut our oil imports in half by 2020 so

we control more of our own energy.  Some of you may know we
are today less dependent on foreign oil than at any time in the
last two decades because of the steps we’ve taken -- because
we increased fuel standards on cars and trucks, so they’re
going to go twice as far on a gallon of gas; because we’ve
been producing clean energy, including right here in Iowa. 

 
Today, there are factories in Iowa where once laid-off

workers are back on the job building wind towers, building wind
blades.  I want to build on that progress.  I don’t want fuel-
efficient cars and long-lasting batteries and wind turbines
manufactured in China -- I want them manufactured here in
Iowa.  I want them made in the United States of America, and we
can do that.  (Applause.)

 
     Number three, we are going to make it a national mission
to educate our kids and train our workers better than anybody
else in the world.  (Applause.)  I want to recruit a hundred
thousand new math and science teachers, train 2 million workers
at community colleges with the skills that businesses are
looking for right now.  I want to work with colleges and
universities to cut the growth of tuition so our young people
can afford a higher education without getting loaded up with
debt.  (Applause.)  We can do that.
 
     Number four, my plan will cut the deficit by $4 trillion
over the next 10 years, but we’re going to do it in a balanced
way.  We’re going to cut out spending we don’t need, but we’re
also going to ask the wealthiest Americans to pay a little bit
more.  And we’re going to do that so we can invest in research



and technology that keeps new jobs and businesses coming to
America.  And I’ll never turn Medicare into a voucher. 
(Applause.)  No American should spend their golden years at the
mercy of insurance companies.
 
     And finally, I’m going to use the savings from ending the
war in Iraq and ending the war in Afghanistan to put our people
back to work right here at home, do some nation-building here
repairing roads, bridges, schools all across America. 
(Applause.)  And when our veterans like Cassandra come home,
we’re going to serve them as well as they’ve served us.  We’re
going to make sure that they’ve got the support that they need
-- (applause) -- because nobody who has fought for America
should have to fight for a job when they come home. 
(Applause.)
 
     So, Iowa, that’s the plan that we need.  That’s how you
build a strong, sustainable economy that creates good middle-
class jobs; that makes sure that folks have the sense that not
only are they doing well now but their future prospects are
going to be bright.  That’s how you’re going to encourage new
businesses to start here and stay here.  That’s how you
actually increase take-home pay -- not by talking about it and
then wanting to cut taxes for folks at the very top.  This is
how you build an economy where everyone who works hard has a
chance to get ahead.  That’s what America is about.  That’s the
basic bargain that we believe in. 
 
     And now it’s up to you, Iowa -- right here, right now,
today.  You’ve got a chance to choose the path that we’re going
to take from here.  It’s up to the young people who are here
today to choose the future that you want to see.  (Applause.) 
You can choose the top-down policies that got us into this
mess, or you can choose the policies that are helping us to get
out of this mess.  You can choose a foreign policy that is
reckless and wrong, or you can choose the kind of leadership
that I’ve shown that’s steady and strong and clear -- sends
clear messages to our allies and to our enemies.  You can
choose to turn back the clock 50 years on women and immigrants
and gays. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Or in this election, you can stand up for
the kind of America that says, we embrace everybody.  We
believe in giving everybody a fair shot, and everybody doing
their fair share, everybody playing by the same rules.  It
doesn’t matter whether you’re black or white or Hispanic or
Asian or Native American; whether you’re young or old, able,
disabled, gay straight -- it doesn’t matter.  (Applause.)  No
matter what you look like, no matter where you come from, no
matter who you are -- you can make it here if you try.  That’s
the America we believe in.  (Applause.)
 
     So listen, Iowa, we’ve been through tough times over
these last four years, but we’ve been through tougher times
before.  The good news is we always bounce back.  We always
come out on top.  Because the American people are tougher than
any tough times because we pull together, because we look after
one another, because we leave nobody behind, because we don’t
turn back, because we're always look at the horizon in front



of us, because we're always moving forward -- and that’s why
I'm asking for your vote today.  (Applause.)  That’s why I'm
asking for your vote in this election.

 
And if you give me that vote, I promise you I will always

listen to your voices, I will always fight for your families,
I'll spend every waking day continuing to make sure that your
lives are a little bit better.  (Applause.)  This is where it
got started, Iowa.  I believe in you, and I'm asking you to
keep believing in me. 

 
And if you'll roll up your sleeves, and if you'll work

with me and knock on some doors with me and make some calls
with me, we'll win Scott County again.  We'll win Iowa again. 
We'll win this election again.  And we'll finish what we
started and remind the world why the United States of America
is the greatest nation on Earth.

 
God bless you.  And God bless the United States of

America.  (Applause.) 
 
                        END                10:20 A.M.

CDT   
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Virginia!  (Applause.)  Are you
fired up?

 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Are you ready to go?
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I'm sorry -- are you fired up?
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Are you ready to go?
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Let's begin by giving it up for your

outstanding United States Senator, Mark Warner.  (Applause.) 
And the man who's going to join him in the United States
Senate,
Tim Kaine.  (Applause.)  These guys are great friends of mine.
They were great governors of this great commonwealth, and they
will be an extraordinary team fighting for you in Washington. 
(Applause.)
 
     You also have a great Congressman coming out of Virginia,
Bobby Scott, in the house.  (Applause.)  Your Mayor, Dwight
Jones, is here.  (Applause.)  And all of you are here. 
(Applause.)  Can I just say this is a nice-looking crowd here. 
(Applause.)
 
     Now, you may have noticed that my voice sounds just a
little hoarse.  (Laughter.)  We are right in the middle of our
48-hour fly-around campaign extravaganza.  (Applause.)  We
pulled an all-nighter last night.  We just came from Florida. 
We were in Iowa and Colorado and Nevada before that.  We're
heading up to Ohio later today.  And I'm going to stop in my
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hometown of Chicago to vote.  (Applause.)  
 
I can't tell you who I'm voting for because it's a secret

ballot. (Laughter.)  But the good news is Michelle said she
voted for me.  (Applause.)  She did.  And I've come to Virginia
today to ask you for your vote just 12 days from now. 
(Applause.)  I need your vote!  (Applause.)  I've come to ask
for your help in keeping America moving forward.  (Applause.) 

 
You've now seen three debates, months of campaign events,

and way too many TV commercials.
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  So you've heard what the argument is about

here.  You understand what the choice is.  You've heard
Governor Romney's sales pitch.  He's been running around --

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, no, don't boo -- vote!  (Applause.)
 
He's been running around saying he's got a five-point plan

for the economy -- turns out it's a one-point plan. 
(Laughter.) Folks at the very top get to play by a different
set of rules than you do.  They get to pay a lower tax rate. 
They get to outsource jobs.  They want to roll back Wall Street
reforms that we put in place to make sure we don't have
taxpayer-funded bailouts. 

 
That was his philosophy in the boardroom; that was his

philosophy as governor.  And if it sounds familiar, it's
because that's exactly what we tried in the last decade, before
I came into office.  It led to falling incomes and record
deficits and the slowest job growth in half a century, and the
worst economic crisis since the Great Depression. 

 
We have now been working for four years to clean up the

mess those policies left behind.  (Applause.)  And now Governor
Romney wants to take us back to those policies, but he knows
that they're probably not very popular.  He knows his plan
isn’t any different than the policies that got us into
trouble.  So in the final weeks of this election, he’s counting
on you forgetting.  He’s hoping that you come down with a case
of what we call Romnesia.  (Applause.)
 
     He’s hoping you won’t remember that his economic plan is
more likely to create jobs in China than it is in America --
because it actually rewards companies that ship jobs and
profits overseas.  He’s hoping you won’t remember that he wants
to give millionaires and billionaires a $250,000 tax cut --
because the only way he can pay for that tax cut is by raising
your taxes or blowing a hole in the deficit.
 
     He’s hoping that you’ll come down with a severe case of -
-
 

AUDIENCE:  Romnesia!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- Romnesia before you cast your ballot. 

But, Richmond, I want you all to know this.  This is a curable



disease.  If you feel any symptoms coming on, if you’re
starting to get a little woozy -- (laughter) -- your eyes are
getting a little blurry, some ringing in your ears, if you
can’t remember what you said just a week ago -- (applause) --
if you can’t remember the plans on your own website, and you’re
worried you might be coming down with a case of Romnesia, I
want you to know -- Obamacare covers preexisting conditions. 
(Applause.)  We can make you well.  We can fix you up.  All
you’ve got to do is vote. (Applause.)
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more
years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Richmond, I want to explain something.  We
joke about this, but this goes to a pretty serious issue, the
most serious issue of any presidential contest, and that is the
issue of trust.  Trust matters.  You want to know that whoever
is in the Oval Office is going to fight for you.  You want to
know that they’re not just going to take the politically
expedient path, that they’re guided by a compass in terms of
how are we going to make sure the American people have a chance
to succeed if they’re working hard, and more importantly, that
the next generation is going to have the kind of America we
want them to have.  (Applause.)   And you know what, you know
me.
 

AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You know I say what I mean, and I mean

what I say.  (Applause.)  We haven’t finished all the work we
set out to do in 2008 just yet, but every single day I set
foot in the Oval Office, you know I’m thinking about you.  I’m
fighting for your families.  (Applause.)  And with your help,
we have met major commitments that I made four years ago. 
 

I told you we’d end the war in Iraq -- we did. 
(Applause.) I said we’d end the war in Afghanistan -- we are. 
I said we’d refocus on the terrorists who actually attacked us
on 9/11 -- al Qaeda is on the path to defeat and Osama bin
Laden is dead.  (Applause.)  There’s a new tower rising above
the New York skyline.  Our heroes are coming home.  I’ve kept
those promises. (Applause.)

 
I was proud and humbled to learn that we have Colin

Powell’s support in this campaign.  (Applause.)  I’m grateful
to him for his lifetime of service to his country, both as a
soldier and as a diplomat.  And every brave American who wears
this uniform of this country should know that as long as I’m
your Commander-in-Chief, we will sustain the strongest military
the world has ever known.  (Applause.)  We will be relentless
in pursuit of our enemies.

 
Those are promises I’ve kept.  Four years ago, I promised

to cut middle-class taxes for families and small businesses --
and we have.  I promised not only to end taxpayer-funded Wall
Street bailouts, but I said we’d get every dime of money that
was used to rescue the financial system -- we have, with
interest.  (Applause.)

 
I promised we’d repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell.” 

(Applause.) Today, you can’t be kicked out of our military



because of who you love. 
 
I said I’d make sure that Americans don’t go bankrupt when

they get sick -- and we passed Obamacare, and it was the right
thing to do.  (Applause.)

 
I promised that we’d get help to young people so they

could afford college -- and we have.  (Applause.)  I bet on
American workers and American ingenuity, and saved a dying auto
industry that’s back on top of the world.  (Applause.)  On
issue after issue, we are moving forward.

 
After losing 9 million jobs in the Great Recession, our

businesses have now added more than 5 million new jobs in the
last two and a half years.  The unemployment rate is falling. 
Manufacturing is coming back.  Our assembly lines are humming. 
Housing prices are beginning to rise. 

 
We’ve got a long way to go, Virginia, but we’ve come too

far to come back now.  (Applause.)  We can’t afford to go
backwards to the same policies that got us into this mess;
we’ve got to go forward with the policies that are getting us
out of this mess. And that’s why I’m running for a second
term.  And that’s why I need your help.  (Applause.)

 
I’ve got a plan that will actually create jobs, not just

talk about creating jobs; a plan that will actually create
middle-class security, not just use the words but not deliver
on the promise.  Unlike my opponent, I’m actually proud to talk
about what’s in my plan, because the arithmetic works. 
(Applause.)

 
     If you want to take a careful look at it, go to
BarackObama.com/plans.  I want you to share it with your
friends and your neighbors and your co-workers.  There’s still
people out there who are undecided, trying to make up their
minds.  Maybe somebody in this crowd got dragged by your
girlfriend or your boyfriend.  Your grandma said you got to go
to the Obama rally and you said, all right, grandma. 
(Laughter.)  But you’re not yet convinced.  Take a look at this
plan.  Compare it to what Governor Romney’s plans are.  See
which plan you think is better for you.  I want you to have
the information you need to make an educated choice about this
issue, about America’s future and your own.  (Applause.)  
 

The first thing in my plan -- I want to end tax breaks
for companies that are shipping jobs overseas.  I want to give
those tax breaks to companies that are investing in Richmond,
investing in Virginia, helping small businesses and
manufacturers create jobs right here at home.  That’s a
priority.  (Applause.)

 
     Number two, I want to cut our oil imports in half by
2020, so we control more of our own energy.  (Applause.) 
Because of what we’ve done to increase oil production and
natural gas production, to invest in clean coal technology, to
make sure that we’re also investing in the clean energy source
of the future like wind and solar and biofuels -- (applause) --
we today are less dependent on foreign oil than at any time in
the last two decades.  (Applause.)
 



     We passed regulations to make sure that fuel standards on
cars and trucks are doubled, so that you’ll go twice as far on
a gallon of gas.  And that will save you money.  That’s good
for our national security.  It’s good for our environment.  I
want to build on that progress.  I don’t want the cars of the
future,  long-lasting batteries, wind turbines, solar panels --
I don’t want them made in China.  I want them made right here
in Virginia.  (Applause.)  I want to put people back to work
here in the United States.  (Applause.)  We can do that.
 
     Number three, I want to make it a national mission to
educate our young people, to train our workers.  (Applause.)  I
want to recruit 100,000 math and science teachers. 
(Applause.)  We’ve got to step it up when it comes to math and
science and technology.  I want to train 2 million workers in
our outstanding community colleges so they’ve got the skills to
get the jobs that are out there right now.  (Applause.)  And I
want to work with colleges and universities to cut the growth
of tuition in half.  (Applause.)  I want to make sure that
young people are not burdened with debt when they’re pursuing
the education they need to compete.  We can do that.
     Number four, my plan will cut the deficit by $4 trillion
over the next 10 years in a balanced way.  Yes, we’re going to
cut spending we don’t need -- we’ve already cut a trillion
dollars.  But I’m going to ask the wealthiest to pay a little
bit more so we can invest in the research and technology that
will keep new jobs and businesses coming to America. 
(Applause.)  And in the process of making sure that we’re
reducing our deficit, I’m not going to turn Medicare into a
voucher program.  No American should spend their golden years
at the mercy of insurance companies.  (Applause.)
 
     And you know what -- I think we’ve seen again this week -
- I don’t think any male politician should be making health
care decisions for women.  (Applause.)  I don’t think your boss
or your insurance company should be making those decisions for
you either.  I believe women are capable and should make their
own health care decisions for themselves.  (Applause.) 
 

That’s why the health care law we passed puts those
choices in your hands, where they belong.  That’s where they
are to stay as long as I’m President of the United States of
America.  (Applause.)

 
     Finally, I’ll use the savings from ending the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan to put our people back to work to do some
nation-building here at home -- fixing our roads and our
bridges, repairing our schools, laying out broadband lines into
rural communities so they can compete in the global economy. 
And when our veterans come home, we are going to make sure
we’ve got the resources to serve them as well as they’ve served
us -- because nobody who fights for this country should have to
fight for a job, or a roof over their heads, or the care they
need when they come home.  (Applause.) 
 
     This is the plan we need, Virginia.  This is how you
build a strong, sustainable economy.  This is how you create
good, middle-class jobs.  This is how you encourage new
businesses to start here and to stay here.  This is how you
increase take-home pay.  This is how you build an economy where
everybody who works hard has a chance to get ahead.  That’s



what we can do together. (Applause.) 
 

But it’s up to you, Virginia.  You’re going to have to
make a choice.  It’s up to the young people here to decide
what kind of future you want for yourselves.  It’s up to the
not-so-young people, like me -- and some of you -- (laughter)
-- to make sure we make the right choice for future
generations.
 

Sure, we can choose the top-down policies that got us into
this mess -- but I think we have to choose the policies that
are getting us out of this mess.  (Applause.)  You can choose a
foreign policy that’s wrong and reckless -– or you can choose
one that’s steady and strong.  (Applause.) 
 

You can choose to turn back the clock 50 years for women,
and immigrants, and gays -– or in this election, you can stand
up for that basic principle, enshrined in our founding
documents, that we’re all created equal.  (Applause.)  That
everybody has a voice in America.  That it doesn’t matter who
you are, or what you look like, or where you come from, or who
you love -- (applause) -- black or white, Hispanic, Asian,
Native American, young, old, rich, poor, gay, straight, abled
or disabled -- (applause) -- it doesn’t matter, you have a
place in America.  You can make it if you try.  That’s what’s
best in our country.  That’s what we’re fighting for. 
(Applause.)

 
Virginia, we’ve been through some tough times, but we

always bounce back -- because the American people are always
tougher than any tough times.  We always come out on top
because we pull together, because we look after one another,
because we don’t leave people behind.  We don’t close the door
behind us if we’re successful -- we open it up a little wider
so folks can walk through.  We don’t turn back.  We look
forward at that distant horizon, at the next destination. 
(Applause.)  Our destiny is not written for us, it’s written by
us -- and we’re going to write that next chapter together. 
(Applause.)   
 

That’s why I’m asking for your vote in this election. 
(Applause.)  That’s why I’m asking for your vote.  And I
promise you, if you give me four more years, you’ll have a
President who always hear your voice; a President who will
always fight for you and your family; a President who spends
every waking hour trying to make your lives just a little bit
better.  (Applause.)    

 
Virginia, I believe in you.  I’m asking you to keep

believing in me.  (Applause.)  And if you’re willing to roll up
your sleeves with me, and work with me, knock on some doors
with me, make some phone calls with me, we’ll win Richmond. 
(Applause.)  We’ll win the Commonwealth of Virginia again. 
We’ll win this election.  (Applause.)  We’ll finish what we
started.  And we’ll remind the world why the United States of
America is the greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.) 
 

God bless you.  Thank you, Virginia.  God bless America. 
(Applause.) 

 
                             END                         



1:30 P.M. EDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Pueblo!  (Applause.)  Hello,
Colorado!  (Applause.)  It's good to be back!  (Applause.)  It
is good to be back.  And thank you so much for being here. 
This is a good-looking crowd. 
 
     Can everybody please give Crystal a big round of applause
for that great introduction.  (Applause.)  There are a couple
other people I want to acknowledge.  First of all, one of our
campaign co-chairs, former Secretary of Transportation, former
Secretary of Energy, former mayor, good friend -- please give a
big round of applause to Federico Peña.  (Applause.)  And we've
got one of the finest senators that the state of Colorado ever
had, who is now doing a great job looking after the natural
resources of this beautiful country of ours -- your own,
Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar.  (Applause.)
 

It is great to be with all of you.  We spent the night
here last night, and everybody has been so hospitable.  And
then, this morning, before we came here we stopped by Romero's
for some green chili.  (Applause.)  I got to admit that we're
saving some to take back to the White House.  (Laughter and
applause.)  So I'm going to work with the White House chefs to
see if we can figure out some of the secrets here. 
(Laughter.) 
 
     But, listen, unless you've been able to hide from your TV
set or your cable is broke, you're probably aware right now
that we've got a pretty intense campaign going on. 
(Applause.)  And the reason it's so intense is because the
choice that we face this November could not be bigger.  It's
not just a choice between two candidates.  It’s not just a
choice between two parties.  More than any election in recent
memory, this is a choice between two fundamentally different
paths for our country -- two fundamentally different visions of
where this country needs to go.
 
     And the direction that we choose -- the direction that you
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choose when you walk into that voting booth in November, it
won't make a difference just in our lives; it will make a
difference in our kids' lives and our grandkids' lives for
decades to come.  (Applause.)
 
     Now remember that four years ago we came together as
Democrats, but also independents and Republicans, to restore
the basic bargain that built the greatest middle class and the
most prosperous economy the world has ever known.  And it's a
bargain that says -- it's very simple -- it says, if you work
hard, hard work should be rewarded.  (Applause.)  It's an idea
that says if you put in the effort, if you take responsibility
for yourself and your community, you should be able to find a
job that pays the bills.  (Applause.)  You should be able to
afford a home that you can call your own.  You should be able
to count on health care if you get sick.  You should be able
to retire with dignity and respect.  And most importantly, you
should be able to give your kids the kinds of education and
opportunity that lets them dream even bigger than you dreamed
and do even better than you did.  (Applause.)
 
     That idea is at the heart of America.  That's the American
promise.  Now, we understood that restoring that promise
wouldn't be easy.  It would take more than one year or one
term or even one President.  After all, we had been coming off
a decade in which the middle class had been getting hammered,
jobs had been getting shipped overseas, wages and incomes were
going down, the cost of everything from health care to
groceries was going up.  And it all culminated in the worst
economic crisis of our lifetimes -- a crisis that robbed too
many of our friends and neighbors of their jobs and their homes
and their savings, and put the American Dream even further out
of reach.
 
     So we knew that we had a lot of work to do.  And over the
last three and a half years, we have focused on righting the
ship, making sure that we didn’t slip into a depression, saving
an auto industry, creating 4.5 million new jobs, half a million
new manufacturing jobs -- (applause) -- getting health care
done, helping young people go to college.  We have been working
to get us moving forward. 
 
     And as tough as things have been -- and we know our job
is not done yet -- what we've learned over these last three
and a half years is that the crisis didn't change who we are. 
It hasn't changed our character.  It hasn't changed what has
made us great.  It hasn't changed why we came together, what we
believe in, why we feel such an urgency to get to work. 
Because we understand that we need to build an economy where
hard work pays off, so that no matter who you are, what you
look like, where you come from, what your last name is -- here
in America, you can make it if you try.  (Applause.)  That's
what this campaign is about, Colorado.  That's why I'm running
for a second term as President of the United States of
America.  (Applause.)

 
Now, look, there are no quick fixes.  There are no easy

solutions to the challenges we face.  But I know in my bones
that we have the capacity to meet those challenges.  Think
about what we've got going for us.  We've still got the best
workers in the world.  (Applause.)  We've got the best business



people in the world.  We've got the best scientists, the best
researchers, the best colleges, the best universities.  We are
a young nation and we've got a diversity of talent and
ingenuity that comes from every corner of the globe. 
(Applause.)

 
So when you hear people saying, America is in decline, or

you hear folks for political reasons trying to paint things as
dark as they can, let me tell you something -- there isn't a
country on Earth that wouldn't trade places with the United
States of America.  (Applause.)  What is standing in our way
right now isn't the lack of technical solutions or good plans. 
What's standing in our way is the politics in Washington --
folks who think compromise is a dirty word, folks who think
the only thing we can do to grow the economy is to go back to
the same top-down economics that got us into this mess in the
first place. 

AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And I promise you, that's their only idea

-- to go back to the things that didn't work.  Mr. Romney, his
friends in Congress, they believe -- they've got two ideas. 
One, tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans.  Two, they want to
get rid of regulations that help keep our air and water clean -
- regulations that protect our consumers, regulations that make
sure that Wall Street doesn't do the same kinds of things that
created the financial crisis. 

 
And their idea is, is that if we give these big tax cuts

to folks who don't need them and are doing really well, and we
let corporations run roughshod, even if they're not doing the
right thing, that somehow that's going to lead to jobs and
prosperity for everybody.  That's what they're proposing. 
That's what they will do if they win this election.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, Crystal mentioned this -- the

centerpiece of Mr. Romney's entire economic plan is a new $5
trillion tax cut -- a lot of it is going to the wealthiest
Americans.  But last week, we found out he expects the middle
class to pick up the tab to pay for it. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  So you've got a $5 trillion tax plan and

to pay for it you raise taxes on middle-class families with
children by an average of $2,000 -- not to reduce the deficit,
not to grow jobs, not to invest in education, but just to give
another $250,000 tax cut to people making more than $3 million
a year.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, you know what, they have tried to

sell us this trickle-down tax cut fairy dust before.  It did
not work. It did not work then.  It is not going to work now. 
It is not a plan to create jobs.  It is not a plan to cut the
deficit.  It's not a plan to move our economy forward.  We do
not need -- I do not need a tax cut.  We don't need tax cuts
for folks who are doing really, really, really well.  We need



to keep taxes low for working Americans like you.  (Applause.)
 
We need to keep tax cuts in place for families who are

trying to raise kids, and keep them healthy and send them to
college, and keep a roof over their heads.  And that's the
choice in this election.  And that's why I'm running for a
second term as President of the United States.  (Applause.)
 
     Four years ago, I promised that I would cut middle-class
taxes.  I kept that promise.  (Applause.)  And the average
middle-class family, their taxes are about $3,600 lower than
when I came into office.  So if you talk to your friends and
they say, oh, he’s some big taxing Democrat, you tell them,
actually, he’s cut your taxes.  Now I want to keep taxes
exactly where they are on the first $250,000 of everybody’s
income.  So if you’re a family making under $250,000 -- which
is 98 percent of American families -- you won’t see your income
taxes go up by one single dime.  (Applause.)
 
     Now, if you’re fortunate enough to be in the other 2
percent, if you make more than $250,000 a year, you still get a
tax cut on your first $250,000.  But if you make $3 million,
then we’re going to go take the rest of it and tax that a
little bit more at the rate we taxed it under Bill Clinton. 
(Applause.) 
 
     And listen, the reason we do that is not because we love
taxes.  I would end up having to pay more under my plan.  And
it’s not like I love paying taxes, but I understand that I’ve
got to do a little bit more.  I’ve been so blessed.  And it
will help us bring down our deficit and invest in things like
education that will help us grow as an economy.  (Applause.) 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, understand also -- we’re going to
make sure that government does its part.  We’ve already cut a
trillion dollars of spending that we didn’t need, and we’ll
keep streamlining government to make it more effective.  But
we’re just asking folks like me to go back to the rates we
paid under Bill Clinton, and that was a time when the economy
created nearly 23 million new jobs -- the biggest budget
surplus in history.  (Applause.) 
 

And it actually was good for businesses and good for folks
at the top, too.  Because you know what happens?  If a steel
worker or a construction worker, they’ve got a job and they’ve
got a little more money in their pockets, maybe they buy that
new car.  And that means that now that business has more
profits, maybe they hire more workers.  If a teacher or a
receptionist has a little bit more money in their pockets,
maybe they go over to another restaurant.  Maybe they go to
Romero’s and they eat out. And now the restaurant hires a
couple more workers -- everybody does better.  That’s how the
economy grows best -- from the middle out, from the bottom up,
not from the top down. 
 
     When all of us share in prosperity, we all do better. 
(Applause.)  That’s the choice in this election.  That’s why
I’m running for President -- because I believe we’re all in
this together.  (Applause.)



 
     We’ve got a bunch of examples of the differences, the
choice in this election.  When the American auto industry was
on the brink of collapse, more than 1 million jobs at stake,
Governor Romney said, let’s “let Detroit go bankrupt.”
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I said I believe in American workers, I
believe in this American industry, and now the American auto
industry has come roaring back and GM is number one again. 
(Applause.)  So now I want to do the same thing with
manufacturing jobs not just in the auto industry, but in every
industry.  I don’t want those jobs taking root in places like
China.  I want them taking root in places like Pueblo. 
(Applause.) 
 
     Governor Romney brags about his private sector experience,
but it was mostly investing in companies, some of which were
called “pioneers” of outsourcing.  I don’t want to be a pioneer
of outsourcing.  I want to insource.  I want to stop giving tax
breaks to companies that are shipping jobs overseas; let’s give
those tax breaks to companies that are investing here in the
United States of America, making American products with
American workers and selling them around the world.  That’s why
I’m running for a second term.  (Applause.)
 
     Here’s another difference.  At a moment when homegrown
energy, renewable energy is creating new jobs in states like
Colorado and Iowa, my opponent wants to end tax credits for
wind energy producers.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Think about what that would mean for a
community like Pueblo.  The wind industry supports about 5,000
jobs across this state.  Without those tax credits, 37,000
American jobs, including potentially hundreds of jobs right
here, would be at risk.  Colorado, it’s time to stop spending
billions in taxpayer subsidies on an oil industry that’s
already making a lot of profit -- (applause) -- and let’s keep
investing in new energy sources that have never been more
promising.  That’s the choice in this election.  That’s why I’m
running for President.  (Applause.)
 
     I’m running because in 2008 I promised to end the war in
Iraq, and I ended it.  (Applause.)  I promised to go after al
Qaeda and go after bin Laden, and we did it.  (Applause.) 
We’ve set a timeline to end the war in Afghanistan, to make
Afghans responsible for their own security.  And we could not
have done all this if it had not been for our outstanding men
and women in uniform.  (Applause.)  Here in Pueblo, the Home of
Heroes, you know what it means to care for our veterans. 
(Applause.)  I want to thank you for everything you’ve done and
are doing to look after our men and women who have worn the
uniform.  And I promise you that as long as I’m Commander-in-
Chief, this country will care for our veterans and serve them
as well as they’ve served us.  Nobody who has fought for our
country should have to fight for a job or a roof over their
heads when they come home.  (Applause.) 
 



     So my plan will create a Veterans Job Corps, so we can
put returning heroes back to work as cops and firefighters in
communities that need them.  And I want to take about half the
money that we’re no longer spending on war, and let’s put
people back to work -- do some nation-building right here at
home.  (Applause.)  Let’s renew our roads and our runways and
our wireless networks.  And let’s work on our water
infrastructure. 
 

Here in the Southwest, water is the lifeblood of our
communities.  It was 50 years ago, this month, that President
Kennedy came to Pueblo and he signed the Fry-Ark bill.  Today,
my administration is making sure, 50 years later, that you’ve
got the resources to finish the job so that we are leaving your
kids and your grandkids clean water, clean drinking water that
is long overdue.  That’s the kind of investment in America that
creates jobs now and makes life better for the future.  That’s
what this election is about.  That’s the America we want to
build.  (Applause.)
 
     Colorado, I’m running to make sure that we’re once again
the country that leads the world in education.  (Applause.)  I
want to help our schools reward and hire the best teachers,
especially in math and science.  I want to give 2 million more
Americans the chance to study at community colleges and get the
skills they need for the jobs that businesses are hiring for
right now.  (Applause.)  I want to get colleges and
universities to bring tuition down once and for all. 
(Applause.)  Because in the 21st century, higher education is
not a luxury, it’s an economic necessity.  And I want to make
sure none of our young people who are willing to put in the
effort are locked out of opportunity.  (Applause.) 
 
     So the stakes are big in this election on every issue. 
On homeownership, my opponent says, let’s just let foreclosures
bottom out.  That’s his answer.  What I’ve said is, let’s let
every homeowner refinance at historically low rates, save you
$3,000 that you can then spend to restore equity in your home
or help your kids go to college.  (Applause.)  That is good for
the economy.  It’ll be good for the housing market. 
 
     Mr. Romney wants to reverse the Affordable Care Act --
Obamacare.  Let me tell you something.  Right now, 6.5 million
young people can stay on their parent’s plan because of the
health care law I passed.  (Applause.)  Millions of seniors are
seeing lower prescription drug costs.  (Applause.)  We are
going to make sure that if you’ve got a preexisting condition,
you can now get health insurance.  (Applause.)  We’re not going
backwards.  We’re not going to take that away.  And we’re
certainly not going to follow Mr. Romney’s lead and go back to
the days when women didn’t have control of their own health
care choices.  Women can make their own decisions.  We don’t
need politicians doing it.  (Applause.) 
 
     Mr. Romney thinks "don't ask, don't tell" was a good
idea.  I think anybody who loves this country should be able
to serve this country.  That was the right thing to do. 
(Applause.)
 
     Mr. Romney believes in something called self-deportation,
thinks Arizona is a model for immigration laws across the



country. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I think we did the right thing to say
that a young person who comes to America -- is brought here,
is raised here, is friends with our kids, is going to school
with our kids, is American in every single way except for a
piece of paper should have the chance to be a part of the
American family.  That was the right thing to do.  (Applause.) 
We're going forward, not backwards.  (Applause.)
 
     On every single one of these issues, there is a choice. 
And it's about whether we go back to the failed policies of the
past or whether we actually finally start once again working
around that core idea that built this country -- the idea that
if you work hard here you can make it.  The idea that in
America, everybody gets a fair shot and everybody does their
fair share, and everybody plays by the same set of rules. 
(Applause.)  The idea that in America, we rise or fall
together, and government can't solve every problem and it
shouldn't try, and it certainly can't help folks who are aren't
willing to help themselves.  But there are some things that we
can do together as a people that makes us all better off, that
makes our country strong, and that our economy works best when
the middle class is growing and feels secure.  (Applause.)
 
     Now, I've got to tell you, we've got less than three
months left in this election -- less than three months.  Time
is flying.  And over the next three months, you will see more
negative ads, more money spent than you've ever seen in your
life.  I mean, these super PACs, these guys are writing $10
million checks and giving them to Mr. Romney's supporters. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:   And, basically, they all have just the
same argument.  They all say the same thing.  They say the
economy is bad and it's Obama's fault -- every ad is the same
argument. 
 
     Now, let me tell you something.  That may be a strategy
to try to win an election, but they can't hide the fact that
they don't have a plan to grow the economy.  (Applause.)  They
don't have a plan to create more jobs.  They don't have a plan
to revive the middle class.  I've got that plan.  That's why
I'm running.  (Applause.)
 
     So when you talk to your friends and your neighbors, some
of them may think we'll be better off if we cut taxes for the
wealthy and get rid of every regulation, set our sights lower
and stop providing the kind of assistance we need to kids to
go to college.  And you've got to tell them, look, if you
think that's going to work better -- that's how democracy works
-- you should vote for those other folks.  Feel free to try to
send them to Washington. 
 
     But I believe -- and you believe -- we've come too far to
turn back now.  (Applause.)  We've got too much more work to
do.  We've got too many good jobs we've got to create.  We've
got too many teachers we still need to hire.  We've got too



many schools we need to rebuild.  We've got too many students
we need to help go to college.  We've got too much homegrown
energy we need to generate right here in Colorado. 
(Applause.)  We've got more troops we need to come home.  We've
got more doors of opportunity that we need to open for every
young person here in Pueblo, here in Colorado, all across the
country.  (Applause.)
 
     That's what's at stake right now.  That's why I'm running
for President.  That's why I'm asking for your vote --
(applause) -- not just for me, but for the country that you
believe in.  You've got to be registered to vote.  We've got
folks here who are ready to help you do that.  Here in
Colorado, you can register online.  You go to
GottaRegister.com.  But don't wait until the last minute.  Grab
some friends, get online -- let's get this done.  (Applause.) 
 

Back in 2008, I made a promise to you.  I said, I'm not a
perfect man and I won't be a perfect President.  But what I did
say is I'd always tell you what I thought, I'd always tell you
where I stood, and most importantly, I would spend every waking
minute fighting as hard as I knew how for you.  (Applause.)
 
     I have kept that promise, Colorado.  I kept that promise
because I believe in you.  (Applause.)  I believe in this
country.  And if you still believe in me and you're willing to
stand with me, and knock on some doors with me, and make some
phone calls with me and take your friends to the polls for me,
I promise you we will win Colorado.  We will win this
election.  We will finish what we started.  And we will remind
the world why the United States is the greatest nation on
Earth. 
 

Thank you very much, everybody.  God bless you.  God bless
the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 
                                                
END                11:06 A.M. MDT 
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, everybody.  (Applause.)  It is good
to be back home! 

 
Let me, first of all, just say something about Barbara.  I

think so many of you know the incredible contributions she had
made to the city.  She was a leader in early childhood
education. She has helped to reshape and redesign how we think
about teaching our young people so that they get a great
education.  And she has just been an extraordinary friend to me
and so many people all across this city and all across the
country.

 
And her and Jim Bowman were folks who took me under their

wing, and Michelle under their wing, when we were young and
still trying to find our way.  They have been great friends
ever since. And I could not be prouder to be with her today --
especially since she let all of you tear up her backyard. 
(Laughter.)  So please give Barbara Bowman a big round of
applause.  (Applause.)

 
I’ve got so many good friends here, so many familiar

faces, people who were with me when I ran my first state senate
campaign.  (Applause.)  That’s when we were -- I had these
little flyers we made at Kinko's.  (Laughter.)  We were very
proud of them.  The Internet didn’t really exist at that
point.  You remember that?  And we had to walk around knocking
on doors and folks were -- "Barama?"  (Laughter.)  "Yo momma." 
(Laughter.)  No, no -- it’s Obama.  (Laughter.)

 
So when I look at friends who were there and helped me get

my start when raising $5,000 was a big deal.  And you guys
scratched and clawed and helped me get that first seat in the
state Senate. 

 
I know that a couple of friends of mine from my service

in the state senate are here.  First of all, former senate
president, Emil Jones, is in the house somewhere -- (applause)
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-- and was one of my strongest supporters.  And the new senate
president, who at the time we were just on the judiciary
committee together -- and he was probably the smartest guy
there, so it’s not a surprise that he is now the state senate
president -- John Cullerton is here.  So give them a big round
of applause. (Applause.)

 
Now, we have gone through as difficult and challenging

four years as we’ve seen in not just a generation, but several
generations.  We had already seen a decade in which job growth
had stagnated, jobs were being shipped overseas.  The average
wages and incomes of middle-class families had actually gone
down when you take inflation into account, even though the
costs of everything from health care to a college education
were going up. All of it culminated in the worst financial
crisis since the Great Depression. 

 
And so, we’ve spent the last three and a half years trying

to get things back on track, trying to right the ship -- saving
an auto industry that was on the brink of collapse, creating
4.5 million new jobs, half a million jobs in manufacturing,
which is the highest rate that we’ve seen since the 1990s. 
Slowly, we’ve been trying to help the housing market recover.

 
But the fact is we’ve still got millions of people around

the country who are struggling.  We’ve still got folks who are
out of work, folks who have lost their homes or their homes
are underwater, young people who still are trying to figure out
how they can afford college, or if they’ve gone to college, a

 
And what I try to remind people is that when we ran in

2008, our task was not simply to get back to where we were in
2007.  Our job was to rebuild an economy where here in America,
if you were willing to work hard and take responsibility for
your own life, you could make it -- where you could find a job
that pays a living wage so you could pay the bills and support
a family,  where you could have a home that you would call
your own, that you weren’t bankrupt when you got sick and you
could retire with dignity and respect -- and most importantly,
an economy in which you knew that you could get your kid a
good education and your grandchild a good education, and that
they could dream bigger and do better than you ever imagined. 

 
That’s what we’ve been fighting for.  That’s why we came

together in 2008 -- not just Democrats, but independents and
even some Republicans -- understanding that that basic bargain
was at risk, the notion that here in America, everybody gets a
fair shot and everybody does their fair share and everybody
plays by the same set of rules.  That’s what we’ve been
fighting for.

 
And that’s why, in addition to dealing with that immediate

aftermath of this economic crisis, we also said let’s do
something about health care, and let’s make sure that everybody
who is out there working hard and doing the right thing, that
they’re not going to go bankrupt because they get sick, that
they’re going to have health care they can count on.  And we
got that done.  (Applause.)

 
That’s why we set out to reform Wall Street, because we

believe that we’ve got to have a dynamic, vibrant financial



sector, but we want the financial sector to do what it’s
supposed to be doing, which is financing businesses and
families and growing an economy, not just making reckless
bets.  And we got that done with Wall Street reform. 
(Applause.)

 
That’s why we took on the student loan system and said

that instead of having $60 billion going to banks as middlemen
on the student loan programs, let’s have that money go directly
to students so that millions more young people could benefit
from Pell grants and lower student loan rates -- because we’ve
got to make sure that they’ve got those ladders of
opportunity.  And we got that done.  (Applause.)        
    

That's why we said we need to end the war in Iraq, because
it was time to do some nation-building here at home and it
would allow us to refocus our attention on going after al
Qaeda and bin Laden.  And we got that done.  (Applause.)

 
So our goal has never been just to get back to the pre-

crisis situation.  Our goal has been to build an economy that
lasts for the long haul, for our kids and for our grandkids. 
That work is not yet finished.  And that's why I'm running for
a second term as President of the United States of America. 
(Applause.) 

 
Now, we have as stark a choice in this election as we've

seen in my lifetime.  In some ways, it's starker than it was
in 2008.  The Republican nominee, Mr. Romney, and his new
running mate, Congressman Ryan, their basic idea is that what's
holding us back is not banks that take reckless risks, or
insurance companies that are taking advantage of consumers, or
the fact that we've still got a global economic crisis that
we're digging our way out of.  Their view is that if we give
tax cuts to the wealthiest Americans and we get rid of all
kinds of regulations  -- regulations that help make sure that
our air is clean and our water is clean, regulations that we've
put in place to protect consumers from unscrupulous lenders,
regulations that we've put in place to make sure that women are
getting equal pay for equal work -- (applause) -- regulations
to protect workers and consumers -- that somehow if we get rid
of that stuff, then somehow the economy is going to thrive and
prosperity will trickle down on everybody.

 
Now, the problem is we tried it for a decade and it did

not work.  They have tried to sell this top-down tax cut fairy
dust before.  (Laughter.)  And it did not work.  But that's
their theory, and you see it most prominently in how they would
tackle the debt and the deficit. 

 
We've got a real problem with our debt and our deficit. 

It is a medium- and long-term problem.  And what I've said is
let's go forward with a balanced approach to reduce our
deficit, getting rid of spending that we don't need but still
making investments in education, still making investments in
basic research, still making investments in rebuilding our
roads and our bridges.  Let's make sure that we still have a
strong Medicare and Social Security system, and make sure that
the most vulnerable among us are cared for. 

 
But their idea is let's have another $5 trillion tax cut



on top of the Bush tax cuts, even if it means gutting
education investment, even if it means we're not rebuilding
America, even if it means voucherizing our Medicare system,
even if it means that we are weakening the safety net.  And
this $5 trillion tax cut is not to lower our deficit.  It's not
to help invest in America.  This $5 trillion tax cut would be
used basically to give folks like me or Mr. Romney an
additional $100,000, $200,000, million dollars that we don't
need and would probably be hard-pressed to spend.  (Laughter.)

 
So what makes it worse is the analysis that's already been

done by not my office, by independent economists and folks who
evaluate tax plans for a living -- the only way to actually cut
taxes $5 trillion more on top of the Bush tax cuts would be to
ask middle-class families to pay an average of $2,000 more to
play for my tax cut, or Mr. Romney's tax cut. 

 
Now, that can't be a theory that is designed to promote an

economy that lasts.  That's not something that is going to help
young people who are struggling to pay for college get to where
they want to go.  That's not the kind of approach that
historically made America an economic powerhouse, made us the
envy of the world.

 
I've got a different theory.  I believe that we grow best

not from the top down but from the middle out; that we grow
best when we create ladders of opportunity so that everybody
can succeed, no matter what they look like, no matter where
they come from, no matter what their last name is. 

 
And we've got evidence that my approach of deficit

reduction -- a balanced approach of spending cuts and asking
folks who can afford it to pay a little bit more and go back
to the Clinton tax rates -- the last time we did this we
created 23 million new jobs, went from deficit to surplus, and
by the way, folks at the top did very well also.  (Applause.) 

 
What happens is when teachers and construction workers and

receptionists and ordinary folks, when they’ve got a little
extra money to spend, they spend it.  (Laughter.)  They maybe
get rid of the old beater and buy a new car.  They go out and
buy a new appliance.  Maybe they go to a restaurant.  Heaven
forbid they take a vacation once in a while.  And that means
businesses have more customers and they hire more workers.  And
we get a virtuous cycle. 

 
That’s how we have built our economy, historically.  And

that’s an example of what is at stake in this election. 
That’s the choice, and it couldn’t be starker.  This is not an
election between two candidates or two parties.  This is a
choice between two fundamentally different visions about
America and how we move forward.  (Applause.)

 
     Now, how we deal with our fiscal challenges, that’s just
one example.  But across the board, there’s a stark choice.  I
believe we should give tax breaks to companies that are
investing here in the United States.  (Applause.)  Mr. Romney
wants to continue to give tax breaks to companies that ship
jobs overseas. I think that’s the wrong way to go.
     And when we saved the auto industry, Mr. Romney said let’s
"let Detroit go bankrupt."  I said let’s bet on American



workers. And now the American auto industry has come roaring
back.  And I believe that manufacturing can come roaring back
here in America if we make good choices. 
 
     Mr. Romney says, "my top priority -- the first thing I’ll
do is kill Obamacare."  Well, let me say this.  We’ve got 6.5
million young people already who have got health insurance on
their parent’s plan because of Obamacare.  (Applause.)  Seniors
are paying lower prescription drug costs now because of
Obamacare.  Children with preexisting conditions can’t be
refused insurance because of Obamacare.  (Applause.)  And soon,
all adults will be able to get health insurance even if they’ve
got a preexisting condition, because of Obamacare. 
(Applause.) 
 

We’ve got preventive care for everybody.  Insurances can’t
drop you.  And women are having more control over their health
care choices.  That was the right thing to do.  We’re not going
backwards.  We’re going forward.  (Applause.)

   
Mr. Romney, his plan for strengthening our housing market

is just let the thing bottom out, let foreclosures bottom out. 
That’s not a solution.  What we’ve said is let’s let families
whose homes are underwater, let’s let them refinance at
historically low rates, and put an extra $3,000 in their
pocket. And that can help them build up equity, strengthen the
housing market, circulate in the economy.  That’s a choice in
this election.

 
I said “don’t ask, don’t tell” was the wrong thing to do. 

And we ended “don’t ask, don’t tell.”  (Applause.)  Mr. Romney
disagrees.  That’s a choice in this election.  (Applause.)

Mr. Romney says that it was a mistake to set a timetable
to get our troops out of Afghanistan.  I think after a decade
of war, it’s time to help Afghans take responsibility for
security in their own nation.  That’s a choice in this
election.  (Applause.)

Helping the children of immigrants who have grown up in
this country, lived in this country, are Americans in
everything except having some papers -- not sending them to
countries they, in many cases, they’ve never even been, but
embracing them and giving an opportunity to put a stake down
here in the country that they loved -- that was the right
thing to do.  Mr. Romney has got another idea.  That’s a choice
in this election.  (Applause.)

 
So on almost every issue -- whether it’s clean energy

where we’ve doubled fuel-efficiency standards on cars, doubled
clean energy, created jobs around the country, we can create
more -- Mr. Romney has got a different view.  On student loans,
Mr. Romney says kids, they should just borrow money from their
parents -- not realizing perhaps that some kids might not have
parents whom they can borrow money from.  That’s a different
point of view.  It is a different vision about how America
should work.

 
And in all these choices, what’s at stake is whether or

not we’re going to continue to be a country where everybody has
got a shot -- where we’re building a strong middle class, where
the story of someone like me, raised by a single mom who can
become the President of the United States, and a young girl who



grew up just a couple of miles from here, down in South Shore,
whose dad had a blue-collar and mom worked as a secretary, can
end up as the First Lady of the United States -- I want to
keep that story alive for America.  (Applause.)  I don't want
that story to stop now.  That's what's at stake in this
election.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, this is going to be a close election.  It's going to

be close because there are a lot of folks still hurting out
there and a lot of folks still feeling anxious.  And as
President of the United States, these things happen on my watch
and I've got responsibilities, and the other side will spend
more money than ever just trying to deliver the message over
and over again that the economy is still not where it needs to
be and it's Obama's fault.  That's going to be their message. 
And they're spending more money than we've ever seen in our
history, trying to deliver that message.  It's not a plan to
create jobs or revive the middle class, but it's a plan to win
the election.  And it oftentimes feeds into the fear people
have, but also the cynicism that folks have.

 
But here's the good news.  You guys taught me that no

matter how bad we may be outspent, no matter how much we may
sometimes be counted out, when the American people focus in on
the values that we hold most dear, when we focus on what's
best in us, when we remember the story of our own families --
our parents and our grandparents, great-grandparents, some who
came here as immigrants, some who came here in chains, folks
who went through hardships we can't even imagine but somehow
said to themselves, you know what, I may just have a low-paying
job right now but I can imagine if I work hard maybe my child
will own a business some day; I may not be able to go to
college, but I can imagine some day my child going to college -
- that persistence and resilience and grit and hopefulness and
optimism that says we are not bound by the circumstances of our
birth, we can shape our own destiny -- when the American people
focus on that, then amazing things happen. 

 
That's what we saw in 2008 -- that spirit coming to the

fore.  And as tough as things have been, that spirit is still
out there all across America.  I see it every single day.  We
just have to make sure that we're fighting for it. 

 
I used to say back in 2008 -- and I didn’t have to tell

you guys because a lot of you all have known me for a long
time -- I'm not a perfect man, and I said I wouldn’t be a
perfect President.  But I promised you that I'd always tell you
what I thought, I'd always tell you where I stood, and I would
wake up every single day thinking about you and fighting as
hard as I knew how to make your lives a little bit better. 
Because in your stories, I saw my own.  In your grandparents, I
saw my grandparents, and in your kids, I saw Malia and Sasha. 
And I've kept that promise -- every single day I've been
thinking about you.  (Applause.) 

 
And I still believe in you.  (Applause.)  And if you still

believe in me, and are willing to fight with me -- (applause)
-- and knock on doors with me, and make phone calls with me --
if you are as determined as I am to keep bringing about hope
and keep bringing about change -- if you're ready to finish
what we started in 2008, we will not lose this election.  We



will keep going forward.  We won't go backwards.  And we'll
remind the world why the United States of America is the
greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.) 

 
Thank you, everybody.  God bless you.  God bless America. 

(Applause.) 
 
                         END           8:45 P.M. CDT

-----
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Iowa!  (Applause.)  It is good to
be back in Oskaloosa.  (Applause.)  It is good to see all of
you.  If you've got a chair, please feel free to take a seat. 
I want everybody to feel relaxed out here.  It's a beautiful
summer day. 

 
I've been talking to some kids; I guess school starts up

in a couple of days, so they were looking a little depressed. 
(Laughter.)  But it's okay.  School is going to be great.  I
know you guys have had a great summer.

 
Before I start, I just want to acknowledge an outstanding

member of Congress who is fighting every day on behalf of the
people of his district -- Dave Loebsack is here.  Give Dave a
big round of applause.  (Applause.)  There he is.  Thank you,
Dave.

 
It has been great to be back in Iowa.  Back in 2007-2008,

I was on your farms and in your backyards and on your porches. 
And that's where our movement for change really began, right
here in Iowa.  (Applause.)  And we spent a lot of time on bus
tours like this one all across the state. 

 
And it was good also to be back at the Iowa State Fair,

although when I was just a candidate, they let me go on the
bumper cars.  (Laughter.)  And I went up on the Big Bend -- you
guys ever been on that, where they just shoot you up about 500
feet in the air?  I was with Malia and I started screaming, and
she looked at me, saying, come on, Dad, get it under control. 
(Laughter.)  But it was terrifying.  Anyway, Secret Service
does not let me do that anymore.  But I was still able to get
a beer and a pork chop -- (applause) -- so I was pretty happy
about that.  I was pretty happy about that.

   
Here's the thing -- I'm back because our journey is not

done.  We’re spending three days driving all the way across the
state, just like we did in 2007 and 2008; we're going from
Council Bluffs all the way to the Quads, Quad Cities, because
once again you face a critical choice in November.  In some
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ways, this is even more important an election than 2008,
because this choice could not be bigger. 

 
It’s not just a choice between two candidates.  It’s not

just a choice between two political parties.  It is a choice
between two fundamentally different visions of how America
became great and how it's going to stay great, two
fundamentally different visions of the path we need to take for
the future of our kids and our grandkids.  (Applause.)

 
And the direction that you choose when you walk into the

voting booth in November, it's going to determine not our lives
next year or five years from now.  It's going to determine the
future for decades to come for our kids and our grandchildren. 
 

Four years ago when we came together -- and it wasn't just
Democrats, by the way; we had independents and we had some
Republicans.  We came together because a lot of us realized
that the core idea, the basic bargain that made this country,
was under threat.  And it's a basic bargain that says if you
work hard in this country, you can get ahead; that if you take
responsibility, than you can make it, and you can get into the
middle class.  You can feel a sense of security.  That you can
find a job that pays the bills and have a home you call your
own.  That you won't go bankrupt when you get sick.  That you
can retire with dignity and respect.  And most importantly,
that you can give your kids a great education and they can do
even better and dream even bigger than you ever imagined. 
That's the American Promise.  That's the American Dream. 
That's what we've been fighting for.  (Applause.)  

 
Now, we knew restoring that basic idea wouldn't be easy

because we had just gone through a decade in which that
bargain, that promise wasn't being kept.  Jobs had gotten
shipped overseas.  People were working harder, but making less,
while the cost of everything from health care to college was
going up.  We fought two wars on a credit card, adding
enormously to our debt.  And all this culminated then in the
worst financial crisis since the Great Depression. 

 
And so, we knew this wasn't going to be easy.  And when

the crisis hit in 2008 and 2009, millions of people all across
this country -- some of our friends and neighbors and family
members -- lost their jobs, lost their homes, lost their
savings.  And that made the American Dream even a little bit
further out of reach.

 
Now, I told you when I ran the first time that this was

not going to be easy, restoring that bargain; that there
weren’t any quick fixes to our solutions.  But what I also
insisted, and what I still believe, is we’ve got everything we
need to solve these challenges.  (Applause.)  We have
everything we need right here in America to make the middle
class strong again. 

 
We’ve got the best workers in the world.  (Applause.) 

We’ve got the best entrepreneurs in the world.  (Applause.) 
Everybody knows we’ve got the best farms in the world. 
(Applause.)  We’ve got the best scientists, the best
researchers.  We’ve got the best universities.  We’ve got the
best colleges.  We are a young nation still, partly because



we’re still a magnet for talent from all around the world. 
We’ve got the greatest diversity of talent and ingenuity of any
other country.

 
And so even though there are some people who like to talk

about America in decline, or they try to paint things as dark
as possible -- especially during election season -- there is no
doubt in my mind that there’s not another country on Earth
that wouldn’t gladly trade places with us.  We’ve got
everything we need to succeed.  (Applause.)

 
And most of all, what we’ve got is the American

character.  I’ve seen it over the last three and a half years. 
I see it in folks who lose their jobs at the age of 50 or 55
and they go back to a community college, studying hard, sitting
next to 20-year-olds, and retrain, and suddenly they go back
and they get a job in a new industry.  Or the small business
owner who could barely keep their doors open but decided, you
know what, I’m not going to take a salary, I’m not going to
take any pay, because I want to make sure my workers are taken
care of because they’ve got families to support. 

 
All across America, it turns out Americans are tougher

than any tough times.  We are resilient, and we work hard, and
we may get knocked down but we always get back up.  That has
been the character of America, and that character has not
changed.  (Applause.) 

 
And it’s because of that character that over the last

three and a half years we’ve made some progress.  We’re not all
the way back to where we need to be, but we’ve created four
and a half million new jobs -- half a million new jobs in
manufacturing.  (Applause.)  We have seen small businesses
start to open back up.  We’ve seen workers getting retrained
and getting rehired.  And so we’ve made progress.

 
But our goal in 2007-2008 wasn’t just getting back to

where we were before the crisis.  Our goal was to make sure
that we built an economy that lasts; where we built an economy
where middle-class folks and folks aspiring to the middle class
can succeed.  That has been our goal.  That’s what we’re still
fighting for.  We are not yet done, and that’s why I’m running
for a second term as President of the United States of America
-- because we’ve got more work to do.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, I said we’ve got everything we need to solve our

problems.  The main impediment we’ve got, the main roadblock
we’ve got is politics in Washington.  (Applause.)  You’ve got
another party that thinks compromise is a dirty word, and that
believes the only way we can move forward is to go back to the
same top-down economics that got us into this mess in the first
place.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Yes.  You're right!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, you may have heard that Governor

Romney just chose his running mate, Congressman Ryan. 
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  He’s a good man, he’s a family man.  He’s



the ideological leader of the Republicans in Congress, and he’s
an articulate spokesperson for Governor Romney’s views.  The
problem is those views are wrong.  I fundamentally disagree
with their vision for America.  (Applause.)  Their basic
prescription for America is to get rid of more regulations on
big banks and big corporations, give more tax breaks to the
very wealthiest Americans, and their belief is somehow that
prosperity then will trickle down on everybody else.  That’s
their view. 

 
Look, the centerpiece of Governor Romney’s entire economic

plan -- the centerpiece of it, his main idea -- his one big
idea is to give another $5 trillion tax cut on top of the Bush
tax cuts that he’s keeping -- he wants to keep in place -- $5
trillion.  To give you some sense of perspective, our entire
defense budget is about half a trillion dollars a year.  So
this tax cut would be the equivalent of what we spend on the
national defense every single year for the next 10 years -- $5
trillion.  Last week we found out that he expects you to pay
the tab.  Governor Romney’s tax plan would actually raise taxes
on middle-class families with children by an average of $2,000
to pay for this big tax break that’s going mostly to the
wealthiest folks. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Understand, this is not asking you to pay

more taxes to reduce our deficit or to help kids get an
education or to rebuild some roads and bridges and ports around
the country.  This is asking you to pay more to give an average
$250,000 tax break to folks making $3 million a year or more. 
That is his big idea. 

 
Now, they have tried to sell this kind of trickle-down

fairy dust before.  (Laughter.)  And frankly, they tried it as
recently as 2001, 2002, 2003.  And what did we get?  The most
sluggish job growth in generations, incomes and wages going
down, jobs going overseas, and a huge economic crisis -- and,
by the way, the deficits kept on going up so by the time I
walked into office we had a trillion-dollar deficit. 

 
Why would we want to try that again?  I don’t know about

you, but my general rule is if I do something and it doesn’t
work, and then I do it again and it doesn’t work again, I stop
doing it.  (Laughter.)  I stop doing it.  I try something
else.  (Applause.)

 
So they don’t have a plan to cut the deficit.  They don’t

have a plan to create jobs.  They sure don’t have a plan to
revive the middle class.  We don’t need more tax cuts for folks
like me -- folks who are doing fine.  We need tax relief for
working Americans.  (Applause.) 

 
So when I came into office, I had promised you that I

would cut taxes for middle-class Americans.  And guess what?  I
kept that promise.  (Applause.)  The Republicans like to call
Democrats the big tax-and-spend folks, but it turns out that
your tax rates are lower by about $3,600 for the typical family
than they were when I came into office because I kept my
promise.  (Applause.)

 



So now what I want to do is to keep your income tax rates
exactly where they are.  I don’t want your taxes going up for
the first $250,000 of income that you make -- which, by the
way, covers about 98 percent of all Americans and 97 percent of
all small businesses.  Your taxes -- your income taxes would
not go up one single dime next year if Congress does what I’ve
asked them to do.  (Applause.) 

 
What I have said is, for those who are fortunate enough to

be in the other 2 percent, you’d still get a tax cut for the
first $250,000 you make, but after that we’re asking you to pay
a little bit more to help pay down the deficit, and help to
invest in making college affordable for young people, and
making sure that we’ve got teachers on the job, and making sure
that we’re investing in science to help cure cancer and
Alzheimer’s.  (Applause.)  That’s how our economy can grow. 
That’s how our economy will grow. 

 
We’re going to make sure government does its part.  A lot

of people don’t realize we’ve already cut a trillion dollars of
government spending to lower our deficit -- a trillion
dollars.  And we can do more.  I think government has to make
sure that it’s good stewards for your taxpayer dollars, that
it’s not being wasted -- and there’s still more waste that we
can get out of there.  But we can’t close the deficit and
invest in our future just by cutting taxes for the wealthiest
Americans, cutting education, cutting the things that help us
grow.  And by the way, the proposal that I’m putting forward
that says folks like me and Governor Romney have to pay a
little bit more -- we actually have tried that, too.  We tried
it under Bill Clinton, when we created 23 million new jobs, the
biggest budget surplus in history.  (Applause.)

 
And guess what -- folks at the top, they did good, too. 

And the reason is, when you give a family farmer, or you give a
construction worker, or you give a receptionist, or you give a
nurse or a teacher a little bit more money in their pockets,
what do they do? 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Spend it.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  They spend it.  Maybe they can finally

trade in that 10-year-old car and get a new car.  Maybe they
get a new appliance because the dishwasher or the washing
machine is broken.  Maybe they buy a new computer for their
kids who are about to go to college.  Maybe they go to a
restaurant or, heaven forbid, take a vacation once in a while.

 
And what that means is then businesses have more

customers, and businesses hire more workers, and everybody does
better.  You get what’s called a virtuous cycle of everybody
feeling more confident about the economy because everybody has
got a stake in the economy. 

 
See, I don’t believe in an economy from the top down; I

believe that the economy grows from the middle class out and
from the bottom up.  (Applause.)  And when everybody is doing
well and everybody has got a fair shot, everybody ends up doing
better.  That’s how we grow this economy.  And that’s why I’m
running for a second term as President of the United States of
America.  (Applause.) 



 
So there are differences in this election on almost every

issue.  When the automakers were on the brink of collapse,
Governor Romney said “let Detroit go bankrupt.”  I said, let's
bet on American workers.  (Applause.)  And three and a half
years later, the auto industry has come roaring back. 
 

So now, I want to make sure that American manufacturing,
advanced hi-tech manufacturing, is taking root right here in
America -- not in China, not in Germany -- right here in Iowa,
right here in Oskaloosa, right here in the United States of
America.  (Applause.) 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Oscaloosa!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You know, Governor Romney, he likes to

brag about his private sector experience.  His main private
sector experience -- he did make a lot of money -- was
investing in companies, some of which were called “pioneers” of
outsourcing.  I don't want a pioneer of outsourcing.  I want
somebody who is fighting for insourcing.  I want to bring
business back to America.  (Applause.) 

 
I want to stop giving tax breaks to companies that are

shipping jobs overseas.  Let's give them to companies that are
investing right here in Iowa and right here in the United
States of America, hiring American workers, making American
products that we're selling around the world stamped with three
proud words:  Made in America.  That's what I believe in. 
That's why I'm running.  (Applause.)  

 

Let me give you another example.  We're at a moment right
now when homegrown energy, like wind energy, is creating new
jobs all across Iowa and all across the country.  And guess
what, Governor Romney said let's end the tax credits for wind
energy production.  Let's get rid of them. 

 

He said that new sources of energy like wind are
"imaginary".  His running mate calls them a “fad.”  During a
speech a few months ago, Governor Romney even explained his
energy policy this way -- I'm quoting here -- “You can’t drive
a car with a windmill on it.”  (Laughter.)  That's what he said
about wind power.  “You can't drive a car with a windmill on
it.”  Now, I don't know if he has actually tried that.  I know
he has had other things on his car.  (Laughter and applause.)

 

But if he wants to learn something about wind, all he has
got to do is pay attention to what you've been doing here in
Iowa.  (Applause.)  If he saw what you’ve been doing, he’d see
that there are places like Newton, where a few years ago the
Maytag plant closed down, jobs dried up.  Folks are now back to
work manufacturing these enormous new towers and blades for
some of the most sophisticated, high-tech wind turbines on the
planet.  The wind industry now supports 7,000 jobs here in Iowa
-- 75,000 jobs across the country.  (Applause.)  These jobs
aren't a "fad".  These are good jobs, and they're a source of



pride that we need to fight for. 

 

And if Governor Romney understood what you've been doing,
he'd know that we used to have to import most of the parts
were used for wind turbines -- they're now being made here in
America, by American workers in American factories.  That’s not
“imaginary” -- that’s real.  (Applause.)  That’s part of what
we’re fighting for in this election.

 

If he knew what you’ve been doing, he’d know that 20
percent of Iowa’s electricity now comes from wind, powering our
homes and our factories and our businesses in a way that is
clean and renewable.  In fact, over the past 4 years, we’ve
doubled the amount of electricity America generates for wind. 
Across America, we’ve built the equivalent of 12 new Hoover
Dams’ worth of wind energy.  Think about that.  Think about
that.  (Applause.) 

 

So Governor Romney may have figured out that you can’t
drive a car with a windmill on it, but he doesn't seem to know
that America now has enough wind turbines installed to generate
enough electricity from wind to power nearly 13 million homes
with clean energy.  That’s how we leave something better for
the next generation.  That’s worth fighting for.  That's what’s
at stake right now.  (Applause.)  

 

So I want to stop giving $4 billion in taxpayer subsidies
that are going to oil companies that are making huge profits
and have been subsidized for a hundred years, and let's keep on
investing in the new homegrown energy that's creating jobs
right here in Iowa.  That's a difference in this election. 
That's why I'm running for President of the United States of
America.  (Applause.)

 
We've got a whole lot of differences between me and

Governor Romney. 
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  You're better!  You are better!  You are

better!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You know, I've got to say I agree with

that.  (Laughter.)  My ideas are, at least.
 
Look, in 2008, I said we'd end the war in Iraq -- we

did.  (Applause.)  We said that we'd go after al Qaeda and bin
Laden -- we did.  (Applause.)  We are now bringing troops home
from Afghanistan.  (Applause.)  America is safer and more
secure than when I came into office, because of the
extraordinary sacrifices of our men and women in uniform. 
(Applause.) 

 
That's why we've invested so much in making sure that the



VA is doing its job, making sure that our veterans get the
benefits that they have earned.  Because they shouldn't have to
fight for a job or a roof over their heads after they've
fought for us.  We've got to serve them as well as they've
served us.  (Applause.)  

 
But as they're now coming home, I want to take about half

the money that we're saving after a decade of war and let's
help put veterans and Americans back to work rebuilding
America, doing some nation-building here at home.  (Applause.) 
Let's rebuild our ports and our roads and our bridges and our
airports.  We can put folks back to work right now.  It's good
for the economy now.  It will be good for the economy 10 years
from now and 20 years from now.   
 

I want to set up a Veterans Jobs Corps that helps local
communities hire veterans for firefighters and cops in
communities that need them most.  (Applause.)  Those are smart
investments in the future.  Governor Romney may have a
different idea.  I want to put folks back to work rebuilding
America.  And now is the time to do it. 

 
His other idea is, let's get rid of Obamacare; he says,

I'm going to "kill it.”  Well, let me tell you something, it's
true I do care.  So I don't mind folks calling it Obamacare. 
(Applause.)  And what I've said is that in a country as rich
as ours, we should not see anybody going bankrupt when they get
sick.  (Applause.)  
 

The Supreme Court has now spoken.  We are moving forward
with this law.  Six and a half million young people can now
stay on their parent's plan.  (Applause.)  Insurance companies
can't deny you coverage because of a preexisting condition. 
(Applause.)  Insurance companies can't drop your coverage when
you need it the most.  (Applause.)  For a lot of rural
communities, a lot of farmers, it's hard buying health
insurance on your own -- you're now going to be able to pool
with other folks so you can get discounted rates just like
people who work for big companies.  That will help a lot of
communities all across Iowa.  (Applause.)

 
So we're not going to go backwards and refight the same

fights we had over the last three years.  We're going forward. 
We're not going backwards.  We don't need to have those same
arguments in Washington.  What we need to do is go ahead and
implement this law, and make sure it works.  And if anybody has
got good ideas to help further lower health care costs, I'm
happy to work with them.  But we're not going backwards. 
We're going forwards.  That's what America needs right now. 
(Applause.)

 
I’m running to make sure that we've got the best education

system in the world.  I want to help local communities hire the
best teachers -- especially in math and science -- give 2
million more slots available in community colleges so people
can get trained for the jobs that businesses are hiring for
right now.  And I want to make college more affordable for
every single young person in America.  (Applause.)  We've
already done a lot of work making sure that they're getting
help, but I'm also going to work with the colleges and
universities to lower tuition once and for all.  Because a



higher education is not a luxury in this economy, it is an
economic necessity and I want to make sure opportunities are
open for everybody, not just for the few.  (Applause.)

 
All these issues -- bringing manufacturing back, helping

young people go to school, giving you more health care security
-- all these issues tie together.  It goes back to what made
this country great.  And when I think about my own life, when
I think about Michelle's life -- we didn't come from wealth. 
We didn't come from fame.  But we were lucky enough to be born
in a country where here, everybody gets a fair shot, everybody
does their fair share, everybody plays by the same set of rules
-- no matter what you look like, no matter where you come
from, no matter what your last name is, you can make it here
if you try.  That's the story of America.  That's your story.

 
Your parents, your grandparents, your great-grandparents -

- they went through struggles.  They went through hardship. 
Nothing was given to them.  But they did live in a country
where you had a shot.  And we now have an obligation to pass
that on to the next generation.  That's what we have to fight
for.

 
And over the next three months, you're going to see more

TV advertising than you've ever seen in your life.  And these
folks are spending more money -- they've got people writing $10
million checks.  And almost all the ads are the same; they
basically say, the economy is not where it needs to be and
it's Obama's fault.  They just kind of repeat that over and
over and over again.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  And it's not!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, you know what, let me tell you

something.  That may be a plan to win an election, but it's not
a plan to create jobs.  It's not a plan to make our future
better.  It's not a plan to revive the middle class.  They
don't have that plan.  I do have that plan.  (Applause.)

 
But I'm going to need your help.  I'm going to need

everybody here registering to vote.  I'm going to need you to
get your friends and neighbors to register to vote.  You can
get forms online.  You can go to gottaregister.com -- that's
gotta, g-o-t-t-a.  (Laughter.)  
 

But what I learned from you here in Iowa in 2008 is other
folks may outspend me, folks may write me off, but when you've
got ordinary folks pulling together, cutting through the
nonsense and focuses on what's important -- when you guys get
involved -- you can't be stopped.  Nothing can stop you. 
(Applause.) 

 
You will decide the future of this country.  And I'm

asking for your help.  Because we've got more schools to build,
we’ve got more teachers to hire.  We've got more troops who
have got to come home.  We've got more manufacturing plants
that we've got to build.  We've got more Americans we need to
put back to work, and we've got more doors of opportunity that
we have to open for all Americans.

 
And if you're willing to stand with me and work with me



and make phone calls with me and knock on some doors with me,
then we can finish what we started in 2008.  (Applause.)  We
can make this middle class strong again.  We can make sure that
the future is bright for our kids again.  And we can remind the
world just why it is the United States of America is the
greatest nation on Earth 

 
God bless you, and God bless the United States of

America.  Thank you.  (Applause.)
 
                        END                12:04 P.M. CDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Waterloo!  (Applause.)  What a
beautiful evening here in Iowa!  (Applause.) 
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We love you!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Applause.)  This is
spectacular!  It feels good to be back.  (Applause.)
 
     A couple of acknowledgments I want to make -- first of
all, Mike is a pretty humble guy, but this is the Iowa
Firefighter of the Year.  Give him a big round of applause for
that great introduction.  (Applause.)   We are proud of him,
and every single firefighter that puts their life at risk for
us.  We are grateful to them.
 
     A couple other outstanding folks here -- you've got your
own Attorney General, Tom Miller, in the house.  (Applause.) 
Congressman Bruce Braley is here.  (Applause.) And Mayor Buck
Clark is here.  (Applause.)  And all of you are here. 
(Applause.) 
 
     Now, listen, if you've got a seat, feel free to sit down,
because I've got some things to say.  I've got some things to
say.  First of all, it is good to be back.  Some of you may
remember that one of my first stops after I announced for the
presidency was right here in Waterloo.  (Applause.)  Back --
way back when in 2007.  I had no gray hair.  (Laughter.) 
Maybe I had a little bit, but you couldn't see it. 
(Laughter.)  Now you can see it. 
 
     But the reason that's important, it's worth reminding
people, is because it was on your front, it was in your
backyards, where our movement for change began.  We spent a lot
of time on bus tours like the one I'm taking right now --
although the bus wasn’t as nice as it is now.  (Laughter.)  And
we went to school gyms and family farms and small businesses
across the state.  And so it was pretty good being back here --

mailto:noreply@messages.whitehouse.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


yesterday I went to the State Fair and I had a pork chop and a
beer.  (Applause.)  And it was good.  (Laughter.)  Today I just
had a beer.  (Laughter.)  I didn’t get the pork chop.  But the
beer was good, too. 
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I'll fry you a pork chop!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  You say you'll fry me a pork chop, huh? 
(Laughter.)
 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Four more beers?
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Somebody just said -- it's true, at the

State Fair, instead of saying "four more years," they were
saying, "four more beers."  (Laughter.)  So I bought him four
more beers.  (Laughter.)  Told him he had to register to vote,
though, to get one of the beers.  (Laughter.)

 
Now, here's the thing.  The reason I'm back -- other than

I just love being in Iowa -- (applause) -- the reason I'm back
is because that journey we started in 2008, we're not finished
yet. (Applause.)  So just like we did in 2007, we started over
in Council Bluffs, and we are driving all the way to the
Quads.  And we want to make sure that everybody understands the
choice that you face in November. 

 
And this choice could not be bigger, because it's not just

a choice between two candidates; it's not just a choice between
two parties.  More than any recent election, more than 2008,
this is a choice between two fundamentally different visions of
where we need to go as a country. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And the direction that you choose when you

walk into that voting booth in November, that's going to have
an impact not just on your lives, it will have an impact on
your children and your grandchildren for decades to come. 

 
Now, remember why we came together in 2008.  And it was

Democrats and independents, but it was also some Republicans. 
It was because we saw that the basic bargain that built this
country, that created the most prosperous economy the world has
ever known, that basic bargain wasn’t being met.  And let me
tell you what that bargain is.  It says that if you work hard,
your work should be rewarded.  (Applause.)  It says that if you
act responsibly and you put in enough effort, you can find a
job that pays the bills.  (Applause.)  You can have a home that
you call your own.  You won't go broke just because somebody in
your family gets sick.  You can retire with dignity and
respect.  (Applause.)  And most importantly, you can give your
kids a great education so they can dream even bigger and do
even better than you did.  (Applause.) 

 
That is the American promise.  That is what made this

country great.  But the problem was, for a decade we had seen
that bargain wasn’t being met.  The promise wasn’t being kept. 
So we had seen a decade in which jobs were being shipped
overseas, and wages and incomes for working people were going
down -- even though folks at the very top were doing very well
-- and the costs of everything from health care to college were



going up.  We ran two wars on a credit card.  We went from
surplus to deficit.  So when I walked into office we already
had a $1 trillion deficit.  And it all culminated in the worst
financial crisis since the Great Depression.

 
That's the track record of the other party the last time

they were in charge.  And we knew that restoring the bargain
that made this country great would not be easy.  It was going
to take more than one year, or one term, or even more than one
President, but we knew we had to get started.  And obviously it
became that much harder when the middle class was hammered by
this crisis, because a lot of folks lost jobs, lost homes, lost
savings, and that American Dream seemed even further out of
reach.

 
But I told you there wouldn’t be any quick fixes, there

wouldn’t be any easy solutions, but what I also promised you --
and I absolutely believe this -- is we've got everything we
need to meet our challenges.  (Applause.)  Waterloo, we've
still got the best workers in the world.  (Applause.)  And the
best entrepreneurs in the world.  We've got the best
scientists, and the best researchers in the world.  We've got
the best farmers in the world.  We've got the best colleges and
universities in the world.  (Applause.)  We are still a young
nation, full of promise, and we've got the greatest diversity
of talent and ingenuity from every corner of the globe. 

 
So no matter what the naysayers say, no matter how dark

they try to paint things when they're running against me in an
election, there is not another country on Earth that wouldn’t
trade places with the United States of America.  (Applause.) 
Because people around the world still believe that America is
the place where, if you work hard, no matter who you are, no
matter what you look like, no matter where you come from, you
can still make it.  (Applause.) 

 
That's the idea that we are running to rebuild.  That is

the campaign.  That is what my presidency is about.  That's why
I'm running for a second term as President of the United
States.  (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, Waterloo, there is one thing standing

in our way, though.  It is strange politics in Washington. 
You've got a party that says "compromise" is a dirty word. 
Folks who want to go back to the same top-down economics that
got us into this mess in the first place. 

 
You may have heard my opponent chose as his running mate

Congressman Ryan this weekend and --
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, no, no, listen, I know Congressman

Ryan. He is a decent man.  He is a family man.  He is the
ideological leader of the Republicans in Congress.  And he's an
articulate spokesperson for Governor Romney's vision.  The
problem his vision is wrong.  (Applause.)  See, my opponent,
Governor Romney, and his friends in Congress, they believe --



this is their whole platform, this is their basic plan, as
much detail as you get, this is what you get.  Their plan to
grow the economy is to eliminate regulations, including on big
banks and insurance companies -- some of the regulations we put
in place to make sure, for example, that we don’t have another
taxpayer-funded bailout, so he wants to get rid of regulations,
and then what he wants to do is give more tax breaks to the
wealthiest Americans. And the idea, then, is that jobs and
prosperity will trickle down on everybody.  That’s the
centerpiece of his plan.  You can go on his website. 
 

His economic plan is a new $5 trillion tax cut, a lot of
it going to the wealthiest Americans.  Now, keep in mind,
these are the same folks who say the deficit is our biggest
problem, but they want to pass a new $5 trillion tax cut -- $5
trillion, that’s with a “t” -- (laughter.)  So just to give you
some perspective, our annual defense budget, everything we
spend on national security, is just a little over $500
billion.  So this would be, every year for 10 years, a tax cut
as big as our defense spending. 

 
And here’s the kicker, though -- he says he’s going to pay

for it.  So people asked, well, how are you going to pay for
it? It turns out that he expects you to pay for it. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  He expects middle-class families to pick

up the tab.  Governor Romney’s plan, according to independent
analysts, would actually raise taxes on middle-class families
with children by an average of $2,000. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, keep in mind this is not $2,000 to

reduce the deficit, or create jobs, or build new schools, or
help kids go to college, or send a man to the moon.  This is
$2,000 each that you’d have to pay to give another $250,000 tax
cut to folks who are making $3 million a year or more. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  That’s crazy!  (Laughter.)
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, I’m not making this stuff up.  You

can look on their website.
 
Now, here’s the thing -- we’ve tried this before.  We

tried this trickle-down fairy dust before.  And guess what --
it didn’t work then, it won’t work now.  It’s not a plan to
create jobs.  It’s not a plan to lower the deficit.  It’s not a
plan to move our economy forward.  It’s not a plan to revive
the middle class. 

We do not need more tax cuts for the wealthiest
Americans.  We need to give tax relief to working families who
are trying to raise their kids, keep them healthy, send them to
college, keep a roof over their heads.  That’s the choice in
this election.  That’s one of the reasons I’m running for a
second term as President.  (Applause.)

 
So, Waterloo, I’ve got a different idea.  Four years ago,



I came into office -- I promised to cut taxes for middle-class
families.  That’s exactly what I’ve done -- by a total of
about $3,600 for the typical family.  So if you talk to
somebody who is feeling not convinced and undecided in the
election, you tell them your taxes are lower -- your federal
taxes are lower now than when I came into office.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, what I want to do is I want to keep everybody’s

taxes right there where they are for the first $250,000 of
everybody’s income.  (Applause.)  So if your family makes under
$250,000 -- like 98 percent of families do, and 97 percent of
small businesses do -- then you won’t see your income taxes go
up by a single dime next year.  Not one dime.  (Applause.)

 
But if you’re fortunate enough to be in the other 2

percent -- like I am -- you’ll still get a tax break on your
first $250,000.  But for the amount that you make over that,
we’re asking you to contribute a little bit more so we can pay
down our deficit without gutting education, without getting rid
of transportation projects, without gutting all the things that
help make America grow.

 
Now, government -- I’ll make sure government still does

its part to reduce our debt and our deficits.  We’ve cut out
already a trillion dollars’ worth of spending we don’t need. 
And we can do more.  I want to make government efficient. 
We’ve got to make sure that your tax dollars are being well
spent.  But we can’t bring down our deficit and our debt just
by asking us to get rid of the things that help open up
opportunity to Americans.  (Applause.) 

 
So instead, we’re asking folks like me to go back to the

rates we paid under Bill Clinton -- which, by the way, was a
time when we created 23 million new jobs, went from deficit to
surplus, and we created a whole lot of millionaires to boot. 
(Applause.) 

 
See, Waterloo, this comes down to your basic philosophy,

but also, when you look at the evidence of our economic history
-- when teachers and nurses and firefighters and receptionists
and construction workers, when you’ve got a little more money
in your pocket, what do you do?  You spend it.  Because times
are tight, right?  So if you’ve got a little extra money, now
maybe you finally trade in that 10-year-old car you’ve been
driving.  Maybe you buy a computer for your kid who is about to
go to college.  So suddenly businesses have more customers,
which means they’re making more profits, which means they’re
hiring more workers, who then spend more money, and suddenly
the economy gets better for everybody -- including folks at the
top. 

 
I don’t believe in top-down economics.  I believe in

middle-class-out economics.  I believe in bottom-up economics. 
I believe in making sure everybody has got a fair shot.  That’s
why I’m running for a second term as President of the United
States of America. (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  But you know what?  That’s not the only



difference between me and Mr. Romney.  When the auto industry
was on the brink of collapse -- you remember that -- more than
a million jobs at stake, Governor Romney said, let’s "let
Detroit go bankrupt."  I said, let’s bet on American workers. 
(Applause.)  And management and workers got together in a
great, iconic American industry, and you know what?  Three
years later, the American auto industry is roaring back. 
(Applause.)

 
I want to see high-tech, advanced manufacturing come back

all across America in other industries.  I don’t want those
jobs in China or Germany.  I want them here in Iowa. 
(Applause.)  Governor Romney says, well, no, look, I understand
the economy because I’ve been in the private sector.  Well, a
lot of that experience was investing in companies, including
those that were called “pioneers” in the business of
outsourcing.  He wants to keep giving tax breaks to companies
that ship jobs overseas.  I want to end those tax breaks once
and for all and start rewarding companies that are investing
right here in the United States of America, hiring American
workers, making American products.  That’s the choice in this
election.  (Applause.) 

 
That’s not the only difference.  Right now, we’re seeing

homegrown energy, new sources of energy creating jobs right
here in Iowa.  So what does Governor Romney want to do?  He
wants to end the tax credit for wind energy producers.  He said
these new sources of energy are "imaginary."  Congressman Ryan,
his running mate, calls them a "fad."  During a speech a few
months ago, Governor Romney even explained his energy policy. 
This is what he said -- he said, "You can’t drive a car with a
windmill on it."  (Laughter.)  That’s what he said about wind
power -- you can’t drive a car with a windmill on it. 
(Laughter.)  I mean, maybe he’s tried it; he’s put other things
on the roof.  (Laughter and applause.)

 
But if he really wants to learn something about wind

energy, he should come to Iowa.  (Applause.)  Then he’d know
that 7,000 Iowa jobs depend on the wind industry -- more than
any other state in America.  (Applause.)  These jobs aren’t a
"fad."  They’re our future.  He'd know that the parts for
making these high-tech wind turbines, they’re now made in
Iowa.  They’re made in America.  That’s not "imaginary." 
(Applause.)  I’ve been to the places in Newton, Iowa where some
of this stuff is being made.  (Applause.)
     I understand he may not have figured out how to drive a
car with a windmill on it, but if he came to Iowa, he’d know
that 20 percent of Iowa’s electricity now comes from wind
energy.  America has doubled the amount of electricity we get
from wind over the last four years, enough power for nearly 13
million homes -- clean, renewable energy.  That’s something you
leave behind for the next generation.  That is worth fighting
for.  There are 37,000 American jobs at stake in this wind
energy tax credit.  We should support it.  I support it. 
(Applause.)
 
     And instead of giving $4 billion in taxpayer subsidies to
oil companies that are making plenty of money every time you go
to the pump, we should be investing in homegrown energy that’s
never been more promising.  That’s the choice in this
election.  That’s why I’m running for a second term. 



(Applause.)
 
     I’m not done yet.  In 2008, I promised to end the war in
Iraq -- I ended it.  (Applause.)  Governor Romney said the way
I ended it was “tragic”.  I said I’d go after al Qaeda and bin
Laden -- I went after them.  (Applause.)  We’re now beginning a
transition out of Afghanistan.  And so all of this is possible
only because of the extraordinary service of our men and women
in uniform.  And that’s why I’ve made sure to make historic
investments in the VA -- because somebody who has fought for us
shouldn’t have to fight for a job when they come home. 
(Applause.) 
 

But if we’re serious about them coming home to a strong
economy, then we’ve got to do some building here at home, some
nation-building -- take half of the money that we’ve been
spending over a decade of war and let’s start doing some
rebuilding here in America.  (Applause.)  Let’s put Americans
back to work rebuilding roads and bridges and ports and
airports, laying broadband lines in rural communities. 
(Applause.)  Let’s create a Veterans Jobs Corp so returning
heroes can get jobs as firefighters and cops in communities
that need them. 

 
There’s a lot of work to be done right here in America,

and I’m running to rebuild America.  That’s a choice in this
election.  (Applause.)
     And I’m running make sure America once again has the best
education system in the world and the best training system for
workers in the world.  (Applause.)  I want to help our schools
hire and reward the best teachers, especially in math and
science.  I want to give 2 million more Americans the chance to
go to community colleges to train for the jobs that businesses
are hiring for right now.  (Applause.)  I want to get colleges
and universities to bring down the cost of tuition, so that
every young person can get the kind of education that they need
to succeed in the 21st century.  (Applause.)
 
     I want to help homeowners refinance their homes, save
$3,000 at these historically low rates.  Governor Romney thinks
we should just let the housing market bottom out.  That’s a
difference in this election.
 
     I believe that you should have some health care security. 
That’s why I passed Obamacare.  And I like Obamacare. 
(Applause.)  I like the phrase “Obamacare”, because you know
what, I do care.  (Applause.)  I care about all those folks
with preexisting conditions who now are going to be able to get
coverage.  (Applause.)  I care about folks who already have
insurance, making sure insurance companies don’t jerk them
around right when they need that insurance the most. 
(Applause.)
 
     I care about the 6.5 million young people who are now able
to stay on their parent’s plan and don’t have to go without
insurance.  (Applause.)  I care about the seniors who now have
more discounts on their prescriptions drugs -- and we’re
closing the doughnut hole.  (Applause.)
 
     So, Waterloo, we don’t need another two years of arguing
about health care.  The Supreme Court has spoken.  We are



implementing this law.  We are moving forward.  We’re not
moving backwards.  (Applause.)
 
     All these things -- health care security, American
manufacturing, rebuilding America and putting construction
workers back to work, making sure our kids are getting a great
education and can afford college -- all these things that make
up a middle-class life, they all tie together.  It goes back
to that central idea of America, that here in this country
everybody gets a fair shot, everybody does their fair share,
everybody plays by the same set of rules.  It’s the same
promise our parents and grandparents passed on to us.  And now,
our job is to pass it on to our kids.  (Applause.)  
 

Now, over the next three months, the other side will spend
more money than we have ever seen.  Now, you noticed their ads
generally don’t tell you what it is that they’re going to do,
because they know their plans won’t sell.  You haven’t
forgotten. You didn’t get amnesia.  (Laughter.)  You didn’t
forget the last time they tried what they’re selling.

  
So basically, the argument that they’re going to make over

and over again is just the same one, which is the economy is
still not where it needs to be and it’s Obama’s fault.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And you know what?  Listen, the economy is

not where it needs to be.  We’ve still got too many folks out
of work and too many homes underwater.  And we haven’t brought
back all the jobs that need to be brought back.  But you know
what, what they’re offering -- it’s not a plan to create jobs. 
It’s not a plan to reduce the deficit.  They don’t have a plan
to grow the economy.  They don’t have a plan to revive the
middle class.

 
The plan I’ve put forward can do that.  But I need your

help.  I need your help.  (Applause.)  Your friends have to be
registered.  Your family has to be registered.  You can get a
voter registration form online.  Just go to GottaRegister.com. 
This is not GotToRegister.com -- this is g-o-t-t-a register,
GottaRegister.com -- (applause) -- because we’ve come too far
to turn back now.

 
We’ve been outspent before.  I’ve been counted out

before.  But here’s what I know.  When all of you decide to
mobilize and organize, and when you focus on those values that
are best in America, when you remember the stories of your
family and your parents, your grandparents -- the hard work,
the sacrifice -- recognizing sometimes times are tough and
sometimes we get knocked down but we get back up, we are
determined, we are tougher than any tough times -- and most
importantly, that reminder that when we do things together,
when we’re focused on how we build this country together, we
can’t be stopped -- that’s more powerful than any money. 
(Applause.)  That’s more powerful than any TV commercials.

 
     So we’ve got to keep on going, because we’ve got too many
schools we still need to build; too many teachers we still need
to hire; too many kids we still need to send to college. 
We’ve got too many roads we still need to build; too much



energy we’ve still got to generate right here at home; too many
troops we’ve got to bring home; too many doors of opportunity
that we’ve got to open up for every young person who’s willing
to make the effort.  That’s what’s at stake right now. 
(Applause.)
 
     And if you’re willing to stand with me, and work with me,
and vote for me, we will win Iowa.  (Applause.)  We will win in
November.  (Applause.)  And we will finish what we started and
remind the world why America is the greatest nation on Earth.
 
     God bless you.  And God bless the United States of
America.  (Applause.)
 
                             END            8:35 P.M. CDT
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THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you!  (Applause.)  It's good to be
back!  (Applause.)  It is good to be back in New Hampshire. 
(Applause.)

 

Well, first all, thank you guys all for being here.  I
know it's a little bit warm. 

 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We love you!

 

THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Laughter.)  So for
those of you, everybody who is standing, I want you to kind of
bend your knees a little bit.  (Laughter.)  We usually see a
few folks kind of dropping out a little bit when it's this
warm.  If you've got a seat, feel free to sit down and relax. 

 

I want everybody to give a big round of applause to Beth
Talbot -- (applause) -- not only for the great introduction,
but for being an outstanding teacher.  I love teachers. 
(Applause.)  Love them. 
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Two other people I want to acknowledge -- first of all,
congressional candidate, Annie Kuster is here.  Give Annie a
big round of applause.  (Applause.)  And my national co-chair
back in 2008, one of my earliest supporters in New Hampshire,
great guy -- Paul Hodes is here.  Give Paul a big round of
applause.  (Applause.)  And all of you are here, and I'm very
happy about that.  (Applause.) 

 

Let me also say, by the way, thank you for returning
Malia and Sasha safe and sound.  They were up here for camp
for a month.  They had a wonderful time, but their parents
missed them a lot.  (Laughter.)  So we were glad to get them
back.  But you guys took good care of them while they were up
here, so I appreciate that.  (Applause.) 

 

Now, while they were at camp -- there are no TVs at camp
-- but unless you've been able to hide your TV set or your
cable is broke, you may be aware that there is a campaign
going on right now.  (Laughter and applause.)  And part of the
reason the campaign is so intense is because the choice we
face in November could not be bigger.  It's not just a choice
between two candidates or two political parties, it is a
choice between two fundamentally different visions about where
to take the country; two fundamentally paths for America.

 

And the decisions that you make, the direction you choose
for us to walk in when you walk into that voting booth in
November, it's going to have an impact not just on your lives
but it's going to have an impact on your kids and your
grandkids and generations to come. 

 

Some of you were involved in 2008 when we came together. 
(Applause.)  And it wasn't just Democrats -- we had
independents, we had even some Republicans.

 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Yes!

 

THE PRESIDENT:  There you go.  (Laughter.)  And the idea
was that we needed to restore the basic bargain that made this
country great; the basic bargain that created the most
prosperous economy that the world has even known.

 

And it's a simple bargain.  It says, if you work hard,



that work should be rewarded.  It says that if you put in
enough effort and you take seriously your responsibilities,
you should be able to find a job that pays the bills, you
should be able to afford a home you can call your own, you
should count on health care if you get sick -- (applause) --
you should be able to retire with some dignity and some
respect after a lifetime of labor -- (applause) -- and most
important, you should be able to give your kids the kind of
education and opportunity that allows them to dream bigger and
do better than you ever did.  (Applause.) 

 

That’s the American promise.  That’s the American Dream. 
And we knew restoring it wouldn’t be easy; that it would take
more than one year or one term or even one President, because
we had gone through a decade in which that promise was not
being kept.  We had seen a decade in which incomes and wages
were going down even as the cost of everything from health
care to college were going up. 

 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Say it again, Mr. President, so we can
hear it again!

 

THE PRESIDENT:  We had seen a decade -- (laughter and
applause) -- in which jobs were being shipped overseas, in
which we took a surplus and turned it into a deficit, ran two
wars on a credit card -- all culminating in the worst
financial crisis since the Great Depression.  And middle-class
families who were already getting hammered lost their jobs,
lost their savings, some lost their homes.  And the American
Dream seemed even further out of reach.

 

So when I ran for office, I told you there are no quick
fixes, there are no easy solutions.  But what I also insisted
was that if we pull together, we have everything we need to
meet our challenges.  (Applause.) 

 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Yes, we can!

 

THE PRESIDENT:  Yes, we can.  We still have the best
workers in the world, the best entrepreneurs and small
businesspeople in the world, the best scientists, the best
researchers, the best universities, the best colleges in the
world.  (Applause.) 

 

We're still a young nation, and we've got the greatest



diversity of talent and ingenuity.  There's a reason why
people still want to come here -- because no matter what the
naysayers say and no matter how stark the other side tries to
paint the situation during election time, there is not another
country on Earth that wouldn’t gladly change places with the
United States of America.  (Applause.) 

 

Most of all, the American character has not changed.  In
fact, we saw during this crisis how people may have gotten
knocked down, but they got right back up.  (Applause.)  Folks
-- people in their 50s, 60s losing their jobs, go back to
school, they get retrained and find a new one.  Small business
people keeping their doors open even if it meant them not
taking a salary, because they understood their workers had
families that were depending on them. 
 

We may have gone through tough times, but it turns out
we’re tougher than tough times.  (Applause.)  And that’s how
we saved an auto industry on the brink of collapse.  That’s
how we created 4.5 million new jobs, half a million in
manufacturing. 

 
We are not there yet.  We’ve still got a long way to go,

because we’ve got to make sure that here in America, no matter
what you look like, no matter where you come from, no matter
what your last name is, here in America, you can make it if
you try.  That’s what this campaign is about.  And that’s why
I’m running for a second term as President of the United
States.  (Applause.) 
 

AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years! 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, I’ve got to say -- remember, I said

this is a choice in this election.  We’ve got a particular
vision about how to move the country forward.  My opponent and
his running mate have a very different view.  They believe the
best way forward is to go right back to the old top-down
economics that got us into this mess in the first place. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Their ideas are pretty simple; they’re

not hard to explain.  They think that if we get rid of more
regulations on big corporations and big banks -- some of which
we put in place to prevent another taxpayer-funded bailout --
and if we do more tax cuts for the very wealthiest Americans,
then somehow prosperity is going to rain down on all of you. 
(Laughter.) 

 
That’s their theory.  In fact, the centerpiece of my

opponent’s entire economic plan is a new $5 trillion tax cut,
a lot of it going to the wealthiest Americans.  His new
running mate, Congressman Ryan --

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- he put forward a plan that would let

Governor Romney pay less than 1 percent in taxes each year. 



And here’s the kicker -- he expects you to pick up the tab.
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Governor Romney’s tax plan -- this is not

my analysis now; this is the analysis of independent folks who
analyze tax plans for a living -- (laughter) -- that’s what
they do -- (laughter.)  Their analysis showed that Governor
Romney’s tax plan would actually raise taxes on middle-class
families with children by an average of $2,000 --  

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- not to reduce the deficit, not to grow

jobs, not to invest in education, but to give another tax cut
to folks like him.

 
Now, ask Governor Romney and his running mate when

they’re here in New Hampshire on Monday -- they’re going to be
coming here on Monday -- ask them if that’s fair.  Ask them
how it will grow the economy.  Ask them how it will strengthen
the middle class. 

 
They have been trying to sell this trickle-down snake oil

before.  (Laughter.)  It did not work then.  It will not work
now.  It’s not a plan to create jobs.  It will not reduce the
deficit.  It will not move the economy forward.  It’s the
wrong direction for America.  (Applause.) 

 
     Now, the truth is I think they know it’s not a very
popular idea.  You can tell that because now they’re being
dishonest about my plans, since they can’t sell their plans. 
(Laughter.)  I mean, they are trying to throw everything at
the wall just to see what will stick. 
 

The latest thing they’ve been trying is to talk about
Medicare.  Now, you would think they would avoid talking about
Medicare, given the fact that both of them have proposed to
voucherize the Medicare system. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  But I guess they figure the best defense
is to try to go on offense.  So, New Hampshire, here is what
you need to know:  Since I have been in office, I have
strengthened Medicare.  (Applause.)  I have made reforms that
have extended the life of the program, that have saved
millions of seniors with Medicare hundreds of dollars on their
prescription drugs.  (Applause.)  The only changes to your
benefits that I’ve made on Medicare is that Medicare now
covers new preventive services like cancer screenings and
wellness visits for free.  (Applause.) 
 
     Governor Romney and Congressman Ryan have a very
different plan.  What they want to do is they want seniors to
get a voucher to buy their own insurance, which could force
seniors to pay an extra $6,400 a year for their health care.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 



     THE PRESIDENT:  Again, this is not my estimate.  Remember
those guys who analyze these things for a living?  That’s
their assessment.  That doesn’t strengthen Medicare.  That
undoes the very guarantee of Medicare.  That’s the core of the
plan written by Congressman Ryan and endorsed by Governor
Romney. 
 
     So here is the bottom line:  My plan saves money in
Medicare by cracking down on fraud and waste and insurance
company subsidies.  (Applause.)  And their plan makes seniors
pay more so they can give another tax cut to millionaires and
billionaires.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  My plan has already extended the life of
Medicare by nearly a decade.  (Applause.)  Their plan would
put Medicare on track to be ended as we know it.  It would be
an entirely different plan -- a plan in which you could not
count on health care because it would have to be coming out
of your pocket.  That’s the real difference between our plans
on Medicare. 
 

That’s the choice in this election.  And that’s why I’m
running for a second term as President of the United States. 
And I need your help.  (Applause.)

 
Now, four years ago I promised to cut middle-class

taxes.  That’s exactly what I’ve done -- by a total of about
$3,600 for the typical family.  (Applause.) 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Thank you, Mr. President!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  So just like we’ve got a difference on

Medicare, we’ve got a difference on taxes.  Right now, what I
want to do is keep taxes right where they are for the first
$250,000 of everybody’s income.  So if your family makes under
$250,000 -- which -- that includes 98 percent of Americans --

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  That’s me!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- that’s you -- (laughter) -- 97 percent

of small businesses -- you won’t see your income taxes
increase by a single dime next year.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, if you’re fortunate enough to be in the other 2

percent, you’ll still keep your tax cut on the first $250,000
you make.  That’s a pretty good deal.  But all we’re asking is
for folks like me who make more than $250,000, we’re asking
that you contribute a little bit more above $250,000 so we can
pay down this deficit and invest in things like making college
more affordable -- (applause) -- making sure our teachers
aren’t laid off, making sure our firefighters are there to
respond to emergencies, making sure our economy grows. 

 
And, keep in mind, asking the wealthy to pay a little bit

more, that doesn’t eliminate our deficit.  We’re still going
to have to make sure that government does its part by cutting
away all the spending we don’t need.  And I’ve already cut a
trillion dollars in spending, and we’ve slated another



trillion more. 
 
But we can’t just reduce our deficit and our debt by

gutting education, and gutting research and development, and
gutting infrastructure.  And all we’re asking folks like me to
do is go back to the rates we paid under Bill Clinton --
which, by the way, was a time when we created nearly 23
million new jobs, the biggest budget surplus in history, and a
bunch of millionaires to boot.  (Applause.)

 

See, I’m getting all fired up.  (Applause.)  And I want
to explain that this is not just good for middle-class
families and working families, it’s good for everybody. 
Because what happens when a police officer or a firefighter or
a teacher or a construction worker or a receptionist -- what
happens when they’ve got a little more money in their pocket? 

 

AUDIENCE:  Spend it!

 

THE PRESIDENT:  They spend it on basic necessities.  So
maybe they go out and finally, after 10 years, buy a new car. 
Or maybe they buy a new computer for their kid who’s going off
to college.  And that means business suddenly has more
customers.  And that means businesses are making more
profits.  And that means businesses are hiring more workers,
who in turn have more money to spend, which makes businesses
do even better.  That’s how you grow an economy -- not from
the top down, but from the middle out and from the bottom up. 
(Applause.)  That’s the choice in this election.  And that’s
why I’m running for a second term as President.  (Applause.)  

 

On issue after issue, the choice could not be clearer. 
When the auto industry was on the verge of collapse, Governor
Romney said let’s “let Detroit go bankrupt.”  I said, a
million jobs are at stake -- let’s bet on American workers and
American manufacturing.  (Applause.)  And three and a half
years later, the American auto industry has come roaring
back.  That’s the choice in this election.  (Applause.)

 

Governor Romney likes to tout his private sector
experience, even though a lot of that experience was investing
in companies that were called “pioneers” in the business of
outsourcing manufacturing jobs. 

 

AUDIENCE:  Booo --

 



THE PRESIDENT:  He wants to keep on giving tax breaks to
companies that ship jobs overseas.  I want to give tax breaks
to companies that are investing here in New Hampshire --
(applause) -- here in the United States, hiring American
workers to make American products to sell around the world. 
That’s the difference in this election.  (Applause.)

 

Governor Romney thinks new sources of clean energy are
“imaginary.”  Since I took office, we have in fact doubled the
use of renewable energy like wind and solar.  Thousands of
Americans have good jobs because of it.  It’s not imaginary,
it’s real. 

 

New Hampshire, we’ve got to stop giving $4 billion a year
in taxpayer subsidies to big oil companies that are making
plenty of profits, and use that money to help American
homegrown energy that has never been more promising. 
(Applause.)  That’s a choice in this election.  (Applause.)

 

In 2008 I promised I would end the war in Iraq -- we
did.  (Applause.)  I said we’d go after al Qaeda and bin Laden
-- we did.  (Applause.)  We now are transitioning so that
Afghans take more responsibility for their security and we can
start bringing our troops home from there.  (Applause.)  All
of these things we did only because of the incredible courage
and dedication and patriotism of our men and women in
uniform.  (Applause.)  And that’s why we've made historic
investments in the VA -- because I believe that anybody who
has fought for America in uniform should not have to fight for
a job when they come home -- (applause) -- shouldn’t have to
fight for the benefits they've earned.

 
AUDIENCE:  USA!  USA!  USA!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  So we could not be prouder of them.  But

we want them to return to a strong economy, which means that
after a decade of war, it's time to do some nation-building
here at home.  (Applause.) 

 
Let's create a Veterans Jobs Corps that can help

returning heroes get jobs as firefighters and cops in
communities that need them the most.  (Applause.)  Let's take
some of the savings from war to rebuild our roads and our
bridges and our schools all across America -- (applause) -- to
lay broadband lines and wireless networks that can make us
more competitive.  Let's put some construction workers back to
work.  That helps everybody, and that will help America be
strong for decades to come.  That’s the choice in this
election.  That’s what's at stake.  (Applause.) 

 
I want to make sure that we've got the best education in

the world.  I want to help school districts like this one hire
and reward the best teachers, especially in math and science. 
(Applause.)  I want to give 2 million more Americans the



chance to go to community colleges and learn the skills that
businesses are hiring for right now.  And I want college and
universities to bring their tuitions down, because in the 21st
century, our young people have to be able to get a college
education, a higher education.  (Applause.)  It's not a
luxury, it is a necessity.  That’s the choice in this
election.  (Applause.) 

 
And, yes, New Hampshire, I'm running again because I

still believe, in America, nobody should go broke because they
get sick.  (Applause.)  I'm kind of fond of the term
“Obamacare,” because I do care.  That’s why we passed the
law.  That’s why 6.5 million young people can stay on their
parent's plan now.  That’s why seniors are seeing discounts on
their prescription drugs.  (Applause.)  That’s why families
who have got somebody with a preexisting condition can now get
health care.  (Applause.)  It was the right thing to do.  The
Supreme Court has spoken.  We are not going backwards, we are
going forward.  (Applause.) 

 
We're not going back to the day when serving the country

you love depended on who you love.  We ended "don't ask, don't
tell."  It was the right thing to do.  (Applause.)  We're not
going back.  We're not going back to the day when women didn’t
have control of their own health care choices.  We're going
forward, we're not going back.  (Applause.) 

 
On issue after issue, there is a choice.  And all these

issues -- manufacturing and health care and education -- all
these things tie together because it's part of what not only
makes up a middle-class life, but also creates rungs of
opportunity for people to get into the middle class.  That’s
what we believe in.  That’s what we're fighting for.  That’s
how the economy grows.  And that’s what we learned from our
parents and our grandparents and our great-grandparents --
some who came here as immigrants -- folks working hard,
overcoming obstacles, understanding that in America, not only
could you do better but your future generations could do
better.  That’s what's at stake in this election, and that’s
why I'm running for a second term as President.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, let me say this -- let me close up by saying

this.   Over the next three months, you will see more negative
ads than you have ever seen in your life.  These folks on the
other side, they're writing $10 million checks.  And
basically, their argument is going to be the same one over and
over again:  The economy is not where it should be, and it's
Obama's fault.  They’ll just keep on repeating it because they
know their own plans don’t sell.

 
So all they’ll try to do is just hope that if they can

tap into people's frustration and anxiety, that somehow
they're going to win, even though what they're selling won’t
work.  It's not -- what they're selling is not a plan to
create jobs, it's not a plan to reduce the deficit, it
certainly is not a plan to revive the middle class.  But they
are counting on just outspending us to win.

 
But here is the good news.  Here is the good news, New

Hampshire -- I've been counted out before and I've been



outspent before.  But what I've learned -- and you guys helped
teach this to me -- is that when the American people, when
they cut through the nonsense, when you focus on what's
important, when you're reminded of what values built this
country, when you remember that we are all in this together,
and you affirm the basic American notion that everybody in
this country gets a fair shot and everybody should do their
fair share, and everybody should play by the same set of rules
-- when you are focused on the things that make us a great
country, we don’t lose.  (Applause.) You will help get us
there. 

 
We've got too many more jobs we've got to create, too

many more teachers we've got to hire, too many young people
who need to go to college, too many troops we've got to come
home -- (applause) -- more energy we've got to generate, more
opportunity that we've got to open up to everybody. 
(Applause.)

 
So if you're willing to stand with me and fight with me,

and make phone calls with me, and knock on doors with me --
(applause) -- if you're willing to vote for me, we will win
New Hampshire.  We will win this election.  And we will finish
what we started and remind the world why the United States of
America is the greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.)

 
God bless you.  God bless the United States of America.
 
                                  END               

1:36 P.M. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, New Hampshire!  (Applause.)  Thank

you! 
 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years! 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you!  (Applause.)  Thank you so

much.  What a beautiful day in New Hampshire.  (Applause.) 
 
A couple people I want to acknowledge.  First of all,

thanks to your outstanding young mayor, T.J. Jean --
(applause) -- and his folks, who are standing right next to
him.  They're pretty proud of him.  He's doing a great job.

 
Please give Amy a great big round of applause for the

wonderful introduction.  (Applause.)  One of the national co-
chairs of our campaign and your outstanding senator, Jeanne
Shaheen, is here.  (Applause.)  And congressional candidate
Carol Shea-Porter is here.  (Applause.)  And all of you are
here -- (applause) -- on a beautiful Saturday.

 
Now, first of all, I’ve got to just say thanks to all of

you for looking after Malia and Sasha while they were up
here.  They were here for a month at camp, and they did a
great -- they just had a great time, and enjoyed all the water
sports, playing basketball and tennis, and arts and crafts. 
And, most importantly, there was some ice cream involved in
the thing.  (Laughter.)  They were quite pleased about that. 
So we missed them, though.  Parents, it’s tough when your kids
are away, isn’t it?  (Laughter.)  We’ve missed them so much. 
And they promised they’d write -- and they did -- and they’d
just say, “We’re doing fine.  Bye.”  (Laughter.)  It’s tough.

 
But, anyway, I can see why they enjoyed themselves

because New Hampshire is one of the most beautiful states in
the country and we are just so pleased to be here. 
(Applause.)   
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Now, they didn’t -- Malia and Sasha didn’t get any TV

when they were at camp, but --
 
AUDIENCE:  Awww --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- no, there’s nothing wrong with that. 

That’s good.  (Laughter.)  But unless you’ve been able to hide
your television set, you may be aware that there’s a pretty
intense campaign going on right now. 

 
Now, the reason it is so hotly contested is because the

choice that we face this November couldn’t be bigger.  It’s
not just a choice between two candidates or two political
parties.  This is a choice between two fundamentally different
visions for our country; two fundamentally different ideas
about the direction that we should be going in.  And the
direction that we choose, the direction you choose when you
walk into that voting booth in November is going to have an
impact not just on your lives, it’s going to have an impact on
your children, your grandchildren, and generations to come.  
 

Now, four years ago, we came together as Democrats, but
also independents and some Republicans, because we knew we had
to restore the basic bargain that built America -- what made
us an economic superpower, what created the greatest middle
class we’ve ever seen.  And it’s a pretty simple bargain. 
It’s the idea that if you work hard, you should be able to get
ahead.  It’s a deal that says if you put in enough effort and
you act responsibly, that you can find a job that pays the
bills; you can afford a home that you call your own; you can
count on health care when you get sick; you can retire with
dignity and respect; and, most importantly, you can give your
kids the kind of education and opportunity that allows them to
dream even bigger and do even better than you ever did. 
(Applause.)  That’s the American idea.  That’s what we came
together to fight for in 2008.
 

It’s a simple American promise.  And we knew it wouldn’t
be easy restoring that promise.  We knew it would take more
than one year or one term, or even one President, because we
had gone through a decade in which that promise wasn’t being
kept.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you, Mr. President!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you, too, sweetie.  (Applause.) 

We had seen a decade, before I came into office, in which jobs
were being shipped overseas.  We had run two wars on a credit
card, gone from surplus to deficits.  Wages and incomes
actually went down during this period, even as the costs of
everything from health care and college were going up.  A few
folks at the top were doing really, really well, but for a lot
of middle-class families, folks were working harder and
harder, and seems like if you were lucky you were just
treading water.  And that was before the economic crisis,
which hammered so many families all across this state and all
across this country -- people losing their jobs, their homes,
their savings -- making the American Dream even further out of
reach.



 
So when I ran four years ago, when we talked about how we

were going to restore that basic bargain four years ago, I
told you there were no quick fixes, there were no simple
solutions.  But what I said was, if we were willing to work
hard, and we were willing to come together, I had no doubt we
could meet every single challenge, because we’ve got so many
things going for us.  We’ve got the best workers in the
world.  We’ve got the best entrepreneurs and small
businesspeople in the world.  We’ve got the best scientists
and researchers, the best colleges and universities in the
world.  (Applause.)

 
Compared to other developed countries, we’re a young

nation.  And part of it is because we’ve got the greatest
diversity of talent and ingenuity.  People still want to come
here from every corner of the globe because they understand
what America means.  And so no matter what the naysayers say,
no matter how dark the other side tries to paint things around
election time, there is not another country on Earth that
would not gladly trade places with the United States of
America.  (Applause.)
 

They understand, we understand that here in America, if
you’re willing to work hard, no matter what you look like, no
matter where you come from, you can make it if you try. 
That’s what the last four years has been about -- whether it’s
been saving the auto industry, or getting health care passed,
or creating 4.5 million new jobs, or making sure that young
people have an easier time affording college.  It’s all about
that idea of making sure hard work is rewarded.  That’s what
my presidency has been about.  That is what this campaign is
about.  That is why I’m running for a second term as President
of the United States.  (Applause.)
 

Now, my opponent and his new running mate, they just have
a different view of things.  They’ve got wonderful families,
they’re good people, but they believe in a different vision. 
They think the best way forward is the kind of top-down
economics that got us into this mess in the first place.  They
truly believe that if you roll back regulations that we put in
place to control Wall Street, or if you get rid of regulations
we put in place to avoid our air getting dirtier and our water
getting dirtier, and then if you combine that with more tax
breaks for the wealthiest Americans, then somehow prosperity
will come raining down on all of you.  (Laughter.)

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  That’s why we’re in a drought! 

(Laughter.)   
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I’m not exaggerating here.  You can go on

their website, look at Congressman Ryan’s budget.  The
centerpiece of Governor Romney’s entire economic plan is a new
$5 trillion tax cut, a lot of it going to folks like me, a
lot of it going to the wealthiest Americans.  His new running
mate, Congressman Ryan, put forward a plan that would let
Governor Romney pay less than 1 percent in taxes each year. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 



THE PRESIDENT:  That’s a pretty good deal, just paying 1
percent in taxes.  You’re making millions of dollars. 

 
Now, here’s the kicker -- they expect you to pick up the

tab.  Governor Romney’s tax plan would actually raise taxes on
middle-class families with children by an average of $2,000. 
Now, this is not my analysis.  This is the analysis of
independent economists whose job it is to analyze these
plans.  Every media outlet has checked on the numbers here,
and their estimate is that it would cost you an extra $2,000 -
- not to grow the economy, not to reduce the deficit, not to
make sure that our schools are working well or we’re building
roads or we’re strengthening the middle class.  All this would
be just to give another tax cut to folks like Governor
Romney.  It would give the average person who is making more
than $3 million a year another $250,000 in tax cuts.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, Governor Romney and Congressman Ryan

will be here in New Hampshire on Monday, so you can tell them
if you think this is fair.  (Laughter.)  And you should ask
them, how do you think that’s going to grow the economy again?
  How is that going to strengthen the middle class? 

 
Look, we have tried this kind of trickle-down snake oil

before.  (Laughter.)  It didn’t work then.  It won’t work
now.  It’s not a plan to create jobs.  It’s not a plan to
reduce our deficit.  It’s not a plan to strengthen our
economy.  It’s not a plan to strengthen the middle class. 
(Applause.) 

 
It won’t work.  We’re moving forward.  They want to take

us backwards.  That’s the choice in this election.  And that’s
why I’m running for a second term.  (Applause.) 
 

AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years! 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, the truth is, if you ask them or you

ask their consultants, I think they know their economic plan
isn’t really popular.  (Laughter.)  And that’s why they’ve got
to be dishonest about my plan.  They are just throwing
everything they can at the wall to see if it sticks. 

 
Their latest approach is to try to challenge me on

Medicare.  Now, let’s just think about this for a second --
Governor Romney wants to turn Medicare into a voucher system. 
Congressman Ryan wants to turn Medicare into a voucher system.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I, on the other hand, have strengthened

Medicare.  (Applause.)  We made reforms that extended the life
of the program, saved millions of seniors with Medicare
hundreds of dollars on their prescription drugs; we’re closing
the doughnut hole.  (Applause.)  The only changes to benefits
that we made was to make the benefits better by making sure
that Medicare now covers new preventive services like cancer
screenings and wellness visits for free.  (Applause.)

 



Meanwhile, Governor Romney and Congressman Ryan want to
give seniors a voucher to buy insurance on their own, which --
again, somebody did the analysis; not us, somebody else -- and
they estimate that this could force seniors to pay as much as
an extra $6,400 a year for their health care. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  How many people think that’s a good deal?
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  That doesn’t strengthen Medicare.  It

undoes the very guarantee of Medicare.  But that’s the core of
the plan that was written by Congressman Ryan and endorsed by
Governor Romney. 

 
And if they want to talk about benefits, they should be

straight with you.  Those new cancer screenings and
prescription drug discounts, all those things we put into
place with the Affordable Care Act, those things would be
eliminated if Governor Romney had his way.  So it would take
something away from seniors and it wouldn’t replace it with
something better.
 

So here’s the bottom line, New Hampshire -- my plan saves
money in Medicare by cracking down on fraud and waste, and
making sure insurance companies aren’t getting unfair
subsidies.  (Applause.)  Their plan makes seniors pay more so
they can give another tax cut to rich folks who don’t need a
tax cut.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  My plan has extended the life of Medicare

by nearly a decade.  Their plan would shorten the life of
Medicare and end Medicare as we know it, because they’d turn
it into a voucher system. 
 

So those are the differences between our plans on
Medicare.  But that’s just one example of the choice in this
election.  That’s what’s at stake.  That’s why I’m running. 
And you can see it on every issue. 
 

When it comes to taxes, four years ago, I came before you
and I said middle-class families need relief, especially
during this crisis; I’m going to lower taxes on middle-class
families.  Guess what?  I kept that promise.  (Applause.)  So
if you start getting into an argument with your Republican
cousin or friend or what have you -- (laughter) -- you just
tell them, look, the typical family is paying $3,600 less in
federal taxes since President Obama came into office. 
(Applause.)  And right now, what I want to do is I want to
keep taxes right where they are for your first $250,000 of
income.  Now, that means -- 98 percent of Americans make less
than $250,000; 97 percent of small businesses make less than
$250,000.  So under my plan, you wouldn’t see your taxes --
your income taxes go up a single dime next year.  (Applause.) 
That’s a contrast with Governor Romney’s plan. 

 



But in the interest of full disclosure here, if you’re
fortunate enough to be in the other 2 percent, you’re still
going to get a tax cut on the first $250,000 of income.  You
get to keep that.  All we’re asking is that you contribute a
little bit more so that we can pay down our deficit in a
responsible way and invest in things like education that help
us grow.  (Applause.)  And you’ll hear some people say, well,
just taxing the top 2 percent, that won’t eliminate the
deficit.  It’s true.  Government is still going to have to do
its part in cutting away spending we don’t need.  And we’ve
already cut a trillion dollars’ worth of spending, and we’re
slated to do another trillion and a half under my budget
plan. 

 
But we’re not going to do it all on the backs of middle-

class families, and gutting education, and gutting science and
research, and no longer investing in our infrastructure.  All
we're asking is that folks like me go back to the rates we
paid under Bill Clinton -- which, by the way, worked out
pretty good.  (Applause.)  We created 23 million new jobs, we
had a surplus instead of a deficit, and we created a whole
bunch of new millionaires to boot.  (Applause.) 

 
And part of the reason it worked out pretty well -- when

a teacher or a construction worker or a nurse or a
receptionist, when they've got a little extra money in their
pockets, what do they do?

 
AUDIENCE:  They spend it!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  They spend it on basic necessities.  And

that means maybe that old beat up car you've been hanging on
to for the last 12 years, you decide, all right, it's time to
get a new one.  Or maybe you decide, you know what, our kids
are going to college, let's make sure they've got a new
computer.  And that means, then, business has more customers,
which means business gets more profit, which means they then
hire more workers, which means those workers then have a
little more money in their pockets.  Everybody does better.

 
That’s how you grow an economy -- not from the top down,

but from the middle out and the bottom up.  When everybody is
doing well, we all prosper.  (Applause.)  That’s the choice in
this election.  And that’s why I'm running for a second term
as President of the United States.  (Applause.)

 
On issue after issue, the choice could not be clearer. 

When the auto industry was on the brink of collapse, Governor
Romney said, let's "let Detroit go bankrupt."  I said, let's
bet on American workers.  And three and a half years later,
the American auto industry is back.  (Applause.) 

 
Governor Romney likes to tout his private sector

experience, except a lot of that experience is investing in
companies that have been called "pioneers" of outsourcing.  We
don’t need more outsourcing, we need some insourcing. 
(Applause.)  I want to stop giving tax breaks to companies
that ship jobs overseas, like Governor Romney is promoting.  I
want to give those tax breaks to companies that are investing
right here in Rochester, right here in New Hampshire, right



here in the United States of America, with American workers
making American products, selling them around the world,
stamped with three proud words: Made in America.  That’s what
I'm fighting for.  (Applause.) 

 
My opponent thinks new sources of clean, homegrown energy

like wind energy are "imaginary."  That’s what he called
them.  (Laughter.)  Congressman Ryan said they were a "fad." 
Listen, since I took office, America has doubled the use of
renewable energy.  (Applause.)  Thousands of good American
jobs have been created.  It's helping us to reduce our
dependence on foreign oil.  That’s not imaginary, that’s real.

 
We need to stop giving $4 billion of taxpayer subsidies

to oil companies that are making money every time you go to
the pump.  (Applause.)  Let's give those tax breaks to
producers of clean, renewable energy right here in the United
States of America.  That’s a choice in this election. 
(Applause.) 

 
I'm running because I made a promise to you in 2008, we’d

end the war in Iraq -- and we did.  (Applause.)  I said we’d
go after al Qaeda and bin Laden -- and we did.  (Applause.) 
We're transitioning in Afghanistan so we can begin to bring
our troops home.  (Applause.)  All of this was accomplished
only because of the incredible service and sacrifice of our
men and women in uniform -- (applause) -- which is why we've
already passed tax breaks for companies that hire veterans,
and we've made historic investments in the VA -- because my
attitude is anybody who has fought for our country shouldn’t
have to fight for a job when they come home.  (Applause.)

 
So now, New Hampshire, after a decade of war, I want to

take some of those savings and let's do some nation-building
here at home.  (Applause.)  Let's take about half the money
we're no longer spending on war and let's put it to use
putting people back to work rebuilding roads and runways and
ports, and wireless networks and broadband lines into rural
communities, and creating a Veterans Jobs Corps that can help
returning heroes get back to work as cops and firefighters in
communities that need them.  That’s the America we want to
build.  That’s the choice in this election.  (Applause.) 

 
I want to make sure we've got the best education system

in the world.  (Applause.)  So I want to help local school
districts hire and retain the very best teachers -- especially
in math and science –- (applause) -- create 2 million more
slots for Americans to go to community colleges to learn the
skills that businesses are looking for right now.  And I want
to keep working to reduce the cost of tuition for colleges and
universities -- (applause) -- because a higher education is
not a luxury, it's an economic necessity in the 21st century. 
That’s a choice we've got to make in this election. 
(Applause.)

 
And yes, New Hampshire, I'm running because I believe in

this nation.  I still believe you shouldn’t go bankrupt when
you get sick.  (Applause.)  I'm actually kind of fond of the
term "Obamacare."  (Applause.)  I fought for that bill because
I cared, because I cared about the 6.5 million young people



who can now get insurance by staying on their parent's plan. 
(Applause.) 

 
I care about the millions of seniors who are now getting

discounts on their prescription drugs and free preventive care
because of what we did.  (Applause.)  I care about all those
folks here in New Hampshire and around the country with
preexisting conditions who can now get health insurance
because of what we did.  (Applause.)  The Supreme Court has
spoken.  This law is here to stay.  We don’t need to refight
this battle for another three and a half years.  We’re not
going backwards, we’re moving forward.  (Applause.) 

 
We’re not going to put -- we’re not going to go back to

the days when serving the country you love depended on who you
love.  We ended "don't ask, don't tell."  It was the right
thing to do.  (Applause.)  We're not going backwards, we're
going forward. 

 
I believe women should be in charge of their own health

care decisions.  (Applause.)  We're not going backward, we’re
going forward.  (Applause.) 

 
On issue after issue, there is a clear choice.  Now, over

the next three months, the other side is going to spend more
money than we have ever seen.  I mean, they are writing $10
million checks -- individuals -- just to run the same ad over
and over again.  It’s variations on the same theme, which is,
the economy is not where it needs to be and it's Obama's
fault.  They’ll just say that over and over again. 
(Laughter.)  And the reason they’ve got to say that -- that’s
their only message -- is because they know their economic plan
won’t sell. 

 
They may have a plan to win the election, but they don’t

have a plan to create jobs.  They don’t have a plan to grow
the economy.  They don’t have a plan to help the middle
class.  I do.  (Applause.) 

 
But here’s the thing -- I've been outspent before.  I’ve

been counted out before.  But what gives me hope, what gives
me confidence is you.  (Applause.)  Because I know when the
American people start paying attention after all the ads have
been done and they cut through all the nonsense, and they
start remembering the story of their families -- their
parents, their grandparents -- all the struggles they went
through, what it means to work hard and get ahead, and
overcome obstacles -- the same kind of story I’ve got in my
life as a son of a single mom; the same kind of story that
Michelle has in her life -- her parents, dad a blue-collar
worker, mom a secretary -- we know what it’s been like to go
through hard times.  But we also know what it’s like to have
hope and determination and resilience, and to watch the next
generation do better.  And when you guys are focused on that
idea, which is the essence of who we are, then all that other
money, all that other stuff doesn’t matter.  (Applause.) 

 
So, New Hampshire, I’m going to need your help.  We’ve

come too far to turn back now.  (Applause.)  We’ve still got
more good jobs to create, more good teachers to hire, more



students to help to go to college, more troops to bring home,
more homegrown energy to generate, more doors of opportunity
to open for everybody who is willing to walk through them and
work hard and put in the effort.  (Applause.)

 
And if you're willing to stand with me one more time --

(applause) -- if you’re willing to knock on some doors and
make some phone calls, talk to your friends and talk to your
neighbors -- we will finish what we started, we will win New
Hampshire, we will win this election.  And we’ll remind the
world why the United States of America is the greatest nation
on Earth.  (Applause.)

 
God bless you.  God bless the United States of America. 
Thank you.
 

                                          
END                4:22 P.M. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Colorado!  (Applause.)  Go Buffs! 
(Applause.) 

 
Can everybody please give Ryan a huge round of applause

for that beautiful introduction?  (Applause.)  Americans like
Ryan are why I ran for this office in the first place and why
I am running for it again. 

 
It’s great to see your outstanding Governor, John

Hickenlooper.  (Applause.)  One of the finest senators that
we’ve got in the country, Michael Bennet.  (Applause.) 
Outstanding Congressman, Jared Polis.  (Applause.)  And it is
good to be back in Boulder, Colorado!  (Applause.)
 

Now, the last time I was here, I stopped by The Sink for
some pizza.  I signed my name on the ceiling.  I hope it’s
still there.  I hope nobody vandalized it.  (Laughter.)  And a
girl I met there was so surprised that she spilled her frozen
yogurt on my pants.  (Laughter.)  But it was worth it because
I’ve been told that The Sink renamed one of their pizzas after
me.  (Applause.)  I’m deeply moved by this.  (Laughter.)  So
the next time you go there, just ask for “The POTUS.”  It’s
got pepperoni, sausage, green pepper, black olives, and
onion.  We put the olives and the onion on there for Michelle
so you can say that you had some vegetables on your pizza. 
(Laughter.)
 

Now, I’ve got to address a sensitive subject.  I know you
guys are a little bummed out about the game yesterday.  I know
the “Rocky Mountain Showdown” did not go down the way you
wanted.  So I’ll tell you what, we are going to give you a
chance to get even.  We are giving the Buffs and the Rams a
second chance to go at it this fall.  We’ve set up a “Rocky
Mountain Rumble” to see which school can register more voters,
CU or Colorado State.  (Applause.)
 

Now, I was at Colorado State last week, and because we
had volunteers in the crowd to help, they got a little bit of
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a head start.  So they are up by just 41 votes.  But today,
we are in Boulder, so let’s get it done.  There are volunteers
throughout the audience; they can help you register today. 

 
When you go home, you can register your classmates, your

friends.  You go online to something called
GottaRegister.com.  I apologize in advance to English
teachers, but this is not “Got To Register” this is gotta --
G-o-t-t-a-register.com.  And this is important because just
over two months from now, for the first time in many of your
lives, you will get a chance to pick a President.  And by
doing so, you will get to a chance to choose the path that we
take from here.
 

Now, last week, the other party gave their pitch at their
convention down in Florida.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo, vote.  (Laughter and

applause.)
 
I will say, though, that it was something to behold. 

(Laughter.)  Despite all the challenges that we face in this
new century, what they offered over those three days was an
agenda that was better suited for the last century.  It was a
rerun.  It could have been on “Nick at Nite.”  (Laughter.) 
We’ve seen it before.  You might as well have watched it on a
black-and-white TV, with some rabbit ears.  (Laughter.)
 

And if you didn’t DVR it, the basic recap goes something
like this:  The economy is not doing what it should be; it’s
all Obama’s fault -- that was a key theme -- (laughter) -- and
Governor Romney knows the secret to creating jobs and growing
the economy.

 
And then, there was a lot of talk about “hard truths” and

“bold choices,” but the interesting thing was nobody ever
bothered to tell us what they were.  And when Governor Romney
finally had a chance to reveal the secret sauce, he did not
offer a single new idea.  It was just retreads of the same old
policies we’ve been hearing for decades, the same policies
that have been sticking it to the middle class for years. 
 

They talked a lot about me, and they talked a lot about
Governor Romney, but they didn’t spend a lot of time talking
about you.  They didn't talk about families like Ryan’s, and
what it might mean to go back to a time when folks with
preexisting conditions couldn’t get health care.  You didn't
hear them spend a lot of time talking about young people and
the debt that they're incurring when they go to college.

 
They spent even less time talking about what plans they

had to actually meet these challenges and solve these
problems.  And you know why they didn't talk about it, it’s
not just because they know you won’t like it -- and you won’t
like it -- (laughter) -- because you’ve already seen what
happens when we try what they're offering, and you’ve lived
through it, and you know we can’t afford to repeat it, but
it’s also that they are exhausted of ideas. 



 
See, it turns out we know that making the middle class

pay for another budget-busting $250,000 tax cut for folks
making $3 million a year or more won’t magically translate
into jobs and prosperity for everybody else.  (Applause.)
 

We know families aren’t going to be better off if we undo
Wall Street reform that we fought so hard to pass, and that
can prevent another financial crisis.  We know we’re not going
to be better off if we strip away regulations that protect our
air and our water.  (Applause.)  We know we’re not going to be
better off if we strip away protections to make sure you’ve
got health care when you get sick. 

 
Seniors are pretty certain that the best way to

strengthen Medicare isn’t to give them vouchers that leaves
them to pay off any additional costs out of their own
pockets. 
 
     The point is everything you heard from them -- what
little you did hear -- we’ve heard before.  They have tried to
sell us this tired, trickle-down, you’re-on-your-own snake oil
before.  (Applause.)  Those ideas don't work.  They didn't
work then, they won’t work now.  They did not create jobs. 
They did not cut the deficit.  They did not strengthen the
middle class.  They are not a plan to move this country
forward. 
 

And we believe in something better.  (Applause.)  We
believe in an America that says our economic strength has
never come from the top down.  It comes from the middle out. 
It comes from the bottom up.  It comes from students and
workers and small business owners, and a growing, thriving
middle class.  (Applause.)  It comes from teachers and
receptionists and firefighters and construction workers who
are helping to build this country each and every day.  That's
the backbone of this country.  (Applause.)
 

We believe in an America that doesn’t let how much money
you’ve got determine whether or not you’ve got good health
care, whether or not you can get a good college education.
 

We believe in an America that doesn't just lead by the
force of our amazing military -- and we are so grateful for
their service -- but we also know that we’ve got to combine
that with the strength of our ideals and the power of our
example.  (Applause.)
 

We believe in an America where no matter what you look
like, no matter where you come from, no matter who you love,
you can pursue your own version of happiness, and you can make
it here if you try.  (Applause.)  And that's what we’ve been
working for four years now, Colorado.  That's what this
campaign is about, and that's why I’m running for a second
term as President of the United States of America. 
(Applause.)

 
Now, on Thursday night, I’m going to offer you what I

believe is a better path forward -- a path that will grow this
economy and create more jobs and strengthen the middle class. 



And the good news is you get to choose the path we take.
 

Now, you can go with their plan to give massive new tax
cuts to folks who have already made it, or we can go forward
with my plan to keep taxes low for every American who is still
trying to make it.  (Applause.)  If you talk to a Republican
out there who says, oh, Obama and Democrats, they're all about
tax and spend and all this -- remind them I promised four
years ago to cut taxes for middle-class families.  And the
typical middle-class family is paying a total of about $3,600
less in taxes now than when I came into office.  (Applause.) 
I kept my promise.  I kept that promise. 

 
And now I’m running to make sure taxes aren’t raised a

single dime for the first $250,000 of income, which means 98
percent of Americans and 97 percent of small businesses will
see their taxes remain low, because they're the ones who need
relief, not folks like me, not folks like Mr. Romney.  He
needs it even less than I do.  (Laughter and applause.)   
 

But this is ultimately going to be your choice.  Now, you
can choose whether we cede new jobs and new industries to
countries like China, or whether we fight for those jobs in
states like Colorado.  (Applause.)  My opponent likes to tout
his private-sector experience.  And he was incredibly
successful, and clearly disciplined and hardworking.  But keep
in mind that his experience was investing in companies that
were called “pioneers” in the business of outsourcing jobs. 

 
When the auto industry was on the verge of collapse, he

said, let's “let Detroit go bankrupt.”  And I've got a
different vision for America.  I bet on American workers and I
bet on American manufacturing.  And today, the U.S. auto
industry has come roaring back.  (Applause.)  And, by the way,
the cars they're making are better and more fuel efficient
than ever.  That's how we move forward.  That's how we move
forward.  (Applause.) 

 
I want to stop giving tax breaks to companies that ship

jobs overseas.  I want to give tax breaks to companies that
are starting businesses right here in Boulder, creating jobs
right here in Colorado, making sure that here in the United
States of America we're making stuff again stamped with three
proud words: Made In America.  That's the path forward that
I'm offering in this election.  (Applause.)

 
You can decide whether Governor Romney's advice -- “just

borrow more money from your parents” -- is an acceptable
answer to young people who are trying to go to college.  Or
you can take the path that we've already started on, making
sure America once again leads the world in educating our kids
and training our workers for the jobs of tomorrow. 
(Applause.) 

 
I want to make sure that we are helping more young people

afford the kind of education that you can get right here at CU
Boulder.  Let's make more people be able to go to community
colleges to be trained for the jobs that employers are hiring
for right now.  Governor Romney wants to end the tax credit
that we created to help families save up to $10,000 over four



years on their college tuition.  I want to extend it, I don't
want to end it -- because in America today, a higher education
cannot be a luxury, it is an economic necessity that every
family should be able to afford. 

 
And you know that in your own lives.  That's why you're

here.  (Applause.)  That's why you're making an investment in
yourself.  And I want to make sure that America is standing by
you every step of the way, because if you succeed, then we
succeed.  (Applause.)  If we're producing more engineers, then
America is producing more jobs.  If we've got great teachers -
- (applause) -- then we're going to see the next generation be
able to compete all over the world.  That's what's at stake in
this election.    
 

Now, Colorado, you look out at this amazing vista and you
say to yourself, part of what's at stake is energy and how we
deal with this planet.  You can choose an energy plan written
by and for the oil companies.  Or you can choose what I've
offered, an all-of-the above strategy for American energy. 

 
Governor Romney called renewable energy “imaginary.”  He

said the jobs that -- actually it was Congressman Ryan who
said that the jobs they create are “fads.”  Let me tell you,
there are 10,000 good Colorado jobs right now that depend on
wind and solar power.  (Applause.)  These jobs are worth
fighting for. 

 
And so I think it’s time to stop giving $4 billion a year

in taxpayer subsidies to big oil companies that are making
money every time you fill up a tank of gas.  Let's keep
investing in homegrown energy sources that have never been
more promising, that are good for our economy, that are good
for our national security, that will create jobs and are good
for our planet as well.  That's the path we're offering. 
That's the choice we're going to have in this election. 
(Applause.)

 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you, Obama!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back, but we got to vote. 
It’s up to you whether we go back to a health care system
that let insurance companies decide who to cover and when.  Or
we can keep moving forward with the new health care law that’s
already cut costs and covered more people and saved more
lives.  (Applause.)
 

Governor Romney promised that on his first day of office,
he’s going to sit right down and grab a pen, and end
Obamacare. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, what that means is right away he'd

kick nearly 7 million young people off their parent's plan. 
He'd take hope away from tens of millions of Americans with
preexisting conditions by repealing reform.  He calls it
Obamacare and I like the name.  I do care.  (Applause.)

 
We fought to pass that law for families like Ryan's.  We



know the heartbreak of a broken health care system.  So I
don't mind if folks think I care.  I do care.  (Applause.) 
And I don't know exactly what the other side is proposing.  I
guess you could call it "Romney Doesn't Care."  (Laughter.) 
But this law is here to stay.  (Applause.)  We're not going to
refight the battles of the last four years.  We're going to
implement this law, make the health care system work for
families all across America.  It is time to move forward. 
That's the choice in this election.  (Applause.)  
 

Of course, this isn't the only battle that they want to
refight.  They want to refight some battles we thought were
settled in the last century.  So in November, you will have
some say as to whether women should be trusted to make their
own health care decisions.  I think they are.  (Applause.)

 
You will have some say as to whether students who were

brought here by their parents as infants and have gone to
school here, and understand themselves to be Americans and
have pledged allegiance, that suddenly they should be kicked
out of the only country they've ever known. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I don't think so.  I've got a different

view.  (Applause.) 
 
You will have some say as to whether we should rewrite

the Constitution the way the other side is proposing, to
prevent gay Americans from being able to marry the person they
love. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You can reaffirm that the strength of our

character doesn’t come from shoving people to the sidelines. 
It comes from hearing every voice, harnessing every talent --
realizing that in America, we are greater together than we are
on our own.  That's who we are.  (Applause.)  That's who we
are and that's what's at stake in this election.   
 

This November, you get to decide the future of the
Afghanistan war.  Governor Romney had nothing to say about
Afghanistan last week.  Yes, he hasn't offered a plan for the
33,000 troops who will have come home from this war by the end
of this month.  (Applause.)

 
He said that ending the war in Iraq was “tragic.”  I

think it was the right thing to do.  And I said I would do
it, and we did.  (Applause.)  I said we'd take out bin Laden,
and we did.  (Applause.)

 
We are bringing our troops home from Afghanistan.  And

I've set a timetable.  We will have them all out of there by
2014.  Governor Romney doesn't have a timetable.  I think he's
wrong.  That's what's at stake in this election.  And as long
as I’m Commander-in-Chief, we will serve our veterans as well
as they’ve served us, because nobody who fights for us should
have to fight for a job or a roof over their heads when they
come home.  That's the choice in this election.  (Applause.)  



 
So, Boulder, on issue after issue, Governor Romney and

Congressman Ryan want to go backwards.  But the story of
America is about going forwards.  Nobody understands that
better than folks in the West, because this is a region that
was settled by people who understand we're not looking back,
we're going forward.  (Applause.)  We're going forward to the
next frontier, to new horizons.  And in two months, you get to
choose the path that will lead us to that better future. 
 

But understand, over the next two months the other side
is going to spend more money than we've ever seen in our
lives, with an avalanche of attack ads and insults and making
stuff up, just making stuff up.  (Laughter.)  And they'll be
supported by $10 million checks that are being written by
wealthy donors who are trying to protect things just as they
are.

 
And what they're counting on is that you get so

discouraged by this, that at a certain point you just say, you
know what, I'm going to leave it up to somebody else.  I'm
going to let big oil write the energy bills, and I'm going to
let insurance companies decide when to cover somebody, and
we're going to let politicians dictate what a woman can or
can’t do when it comes to her own health. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  They're counting on you to accept their

version of the things the way they ought to be.  And I'm
counting on something different.  I'm counting on you. 
(Applause.)

 
You've always had powerful forces in this country who

benefit from the status quo, and they bet against the American
people.  And I've always bet on you.  I don't believe you're
cynical.  I don't believe in your complacency.  Those other
guys, they always lose the bet over the long term.  And
they're going to lose the bet this time as well.  (Applause.) 
 

But that's going to depend on you.  It's going to depend
on you registering to vote.  It's going to depend on you
showing up to vote.  I was over at the The Buff before I came
here and the food looked really good.  (Laughter.)  People
were having mimosas and Bloody Mary's.  (Laughter.)  And I was
thinking to myself, I could see folks, like, forgetting to
vote.  (Laughter.)  They're having too much fun.  

 
But that's why you're so important, because you're going

to have to set an example for the person next to you in
class.  You're going to have to remind them, have you voted
yet?  You're going to have to call up your family or your
cousins in the other states.  You're going to have to reach
up and close that gap between what America is and what it
should be -- because you know what, you can't wait on somebody
else.  It turns out other folks are waiting on you.  They're
waiting to see if you'll register.  They're waiting to see if
you'll vote.  They're waiting to see if you'll lead.
 

Colorado, we have come too far to turn back now.  We’ve



got more good jobs to create.  We’ve got more homegrown energy
to generate.  We’ve got more young people to send to college. 
We’ve got more good teachers to hire.  (Applause.)  We’ve got
more good schools to build.  We’ve got one more war to end. 
We've got more troops we've got to bring home.  We've got more
veterans we've got to take care of.  (Applause.)  We’ve got
more doors of opportunity that we have to open for every
single person who’s willing to work hard and walk through
them.  (Applause.)  That’s why I’m asking you for a second
term. 

 
And if you’re willing to work with me and knock on some

doors with me, make some phone calls with me; if you’re
willing to vote for me in November, we will win Boulder and we
will win Colorado.  We will win this election.  (Applause.) 
We will finish what we started.  And we will remind the world
why it is that the United States of America is the greatest
nation on Earth.
 

God bless you.  And God bless the United States of
America.  (Applause.)
 
                                                                             END      
      2:08 P.M. MDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Toledo!  (Applause.)  Thank you,
thank you.  It is good to be in Toledo, Ohio.  (Applause.) 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Obama!  Obama!  Obama!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you so much.  Now, first of all,
I've got to say thank you for Kenyatta, for that outstanding
introduction.  Give Kenyatta a big round of applause. 
(Applause.)  I was listening backstage and I thought I heard a
little preaching going on there.  (Laughter.)  Folks in the
crowd were going "yeah", "wow."  (Laughter.)  So Kenyatta can
talk -- no doubt about it.  
 

It is great to see so many good friends --
 
AUDIENCE:  We love you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Applause.)  It's great

to see so many good friends who work so hard on behalf of
working families every day.  We've got Sherrod Brown --
(applause) -- one of the best senators in the country.  Marcy
Kaptur, one of the best congresswomen in the country. 
(Applause.)  We've got my friend and your friend, daughter of a
Teamster, our Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis in the house. 
(Applause.)  We've got your outstanding UAW President Bob King
in the house.  (Applause.)  President of the AFL-CIO, Rich
Trumka, is here.  (Applause.)  And the President of the
National Education Association, Dennis van Roekel.  (Applause.)
 

So we've got some working people in the house here. 
(Applause.)  And to everybody who is working hard each and
every day, Happy Labor Day.  (Applause.)  Happy Labor Day.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We got your back, Obama.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you.  (Applause.)  Now, for those of

you who have got a seat, feel free to take a seat.  I've got
some things to say.  I've got some things to say here.  For
those of you who don't have a seat, make sure to bend your
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knees a little bit.  We don't want you fainting.  Sometimes,
folks are standing too long -- they drop off.  (Laughter.) 

 
Now, we're on our way to our convention in Charlotte this

week.  (Applause.)  But I wanted to stop here in Toledo to
spend this day with you -- (applause) -- a day that belongs to
the working men and women of America -- teachers and factory
workers, construction workers and students and families and
small business owners.  And I know we’ve got some proud
autoworkers in the house helping to bring Toledo back. 
(Applause.)
 

After all, it’s working folks like you who fought for jobs
and opportunity for generations of American workers.  It’s
working people like you who helped to lay the cornerstones of
middle-class security, things that people now sometimes take
for granted, but weren't always there -- the 40-hour workweek,
weekends, paid leave, pensions, the minimum wage, health care,
Social Security, Medicare.  Those things happened because
working people organized and mobilized. 

 
It is unions like yours that helped to forge the basic

bargain of this country -- the bargain that built the greatest
middle class and the most prosperous country and the most
prosperous economy that the world has ever known.  (Applause.)
 
 

And you know what that bargain is, because it's a simple
one.  It’s a bargain that says if you work hard, if you're
responsible, then your work should be rewarded.  (Applause.) 
That if you put in enough effort, you should be able to find a
job that pays the bills.  You should afford a home to call your
own.  That you'll have health care you can count on if you get
sick.  That you can put away enough to retire, maybe take a
vacation once in a while -- nothing fancy, but you can enjoy
your friends and your family.  And, most importantly, that you
can provide your children with an education to make sure that
they do even better than you did.  (Applause.)  

 
It’s an American promise that says no matter who you are,

no matter what you look like, no matter where you come from,
no matter what your last name is, no matter who you love, you
can make it here if you try.  (Applause.)  And that’s what
we’re fighting for, Toledo.  That’s what’s at stake in this
election.  And that’s why I’m running for a second term as
President of the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 

Now, last week, the other party gave their sales pitch at
their convention down in Florida. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo, vote.  (Laughter and

applause.)  Vote.  And I have to say, it was something to
see.  Despite all the challenges that we face in this new
century, we saw three straight days of an agenda out of the
last century.  It was a rerun.  You might as well have watched
it on black-and-white TV, with some rabbit ears on there. 
(Laughter and applause.)  It should have been on "Nick at
Nite."  (Laughter.)
 



Now, if you didn’t DVR it, let me give you a basic recap
of what they said.  The economy is bad.  It's all Obama’s
fault.  And Governor Romney has the secret to creating jobs and
growing the economy.  That's a basic summary.  They spent the
most time on me.  (Laughter.)  They were talking about me. 
(Laughter.) 

 
And there was a lot of “hard truths” and “bold choices,”

they said, but nobody ever bothered to tell you what they
really were.  And when Governor Romney had his chance to let
you in on the secret sauce of job creation -- (laughter) -- he
did not offer you a single new idea.  It was just a retread of
the same old policies that have been sticking it to the middle
class for years.  (Applause.)  
 

And then, after the convention, Governor Romney came here
to Ohio, and he said he's going to be the coach that leads
America to a “winning season.”  The problem is everybody has
already seen his economic playbook.  We know what’s in it.
 

On 1st down, he hikes taxes by nearly $2,000 on the
average family with kids in order to pay for a massive tax cut
for multi-millionaires.  That's on 1st down.  It sounds like
unnecessary roughness to me.  (Laughter and applause.)
 

On 2nd down, he calls an audible, and undoes reforms that
are there to prevent another financial crisis and bank
bailout.  He wants to get rid of rules that are there to
protect our air and our water, and workers’ rights, and
protections to make sure health care is there for you when you
get sick. 
 

And then, on 3rd down, he calls for a Hail Mary -- ending
Medicare as we know it by giving seniors a voucher that leaves
them to pay any additional cost out of their pocket.  There’s a
flag on the play -- loss of up to an additional $6,400 a year
for the same benefits you get now. 
 

That’s their playbook.  That’s their economic plan.  And
I’ve got one piece of advice for you about the Romney/Ryan game
plan, Ohio: Punt it away!  (Applause.)  It won’t work.  It
won’t win the game.  You don’t need that coach.  That’s a
losing season. 
 

Now, there was one person at Governor Romney’s convention
last week who wasn’t entirely on script.  (Laughter.) 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, no -- because while they were busy

telling folks how bad everything is, your Governor, John Kasich
--

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo --
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!  (Laughter and applause.)
 
THE PRESIDENT:  John Kasich stood up there and told

everybody that Ohio is now number one in the Midwest in job



creation, fourth best in America -- which got folks kind of
confused, because if it’s all Obama’s fault and nothing is
going right, what’s going on in Ohio?  (Applause.)
 

Now, I guess the theory was that it’s all the Governor’s
doing.  But I think we need to refresh his memory -- because a
lot of those jobs are autoworker jobs like yours.  (Applause.) 
The American auto industry supports one in eight jobs in this
state.  And just a few years ago, when the auto industry was
flat-lining, what was in his and Governor Romney’s playbook? 
“Let Detroit go bankrupt.”  You remember that?

 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, think about what that would have

meant not just for Ohio but for America.  If we had turned our
backs on you, if America had thrown in the towel like that, GM
and Chrysler wouldn’t exist today.  The suppliers and the
distributors that get their business from these companies would
have died off, too.  Then even Ford could have gone down as
well.  Production: shut down.  Factories: shuttered.  Once
proud companies chopped up and sold off in scraps.  And all of
you -- the men and women who built these companies with your
own hands -- you would have been benched for good.  That’s not
a good play.  We didn’t run that play.
 

More than one million Americans across the country would
have lost their jobs in the middle of the worst economic crisis
since the Great Depression.  In communities across the Midwest,
it would have been another Great Depression.  And it’s not just
the workers themselves; think about everybody who depends on
you -- schoolteachers, small business owners, the server in the
diner who knows your order before you walk in, the bartender
who knows your order before you walk in.  (Applause.)  Their
livelihoods were at stake as well, and so was something else. 

 
How many autoworkers here worked the assembly line, but

your dads and your granddads, maybe your mom, grandmas worked
on that same line?  How many people are second or third or
fourth generation?  How many of you have sons and daughters who
hope to work on those same assembly lines?  (Applause.) 

 
These jobs are worth more than just a paycheck.  They’re a

source of pride.  They’re a ticket into a middle-class life. 
These companies are worth more than just the cars that they
build.  They’re a symbol of America’s innovation.  They’re a
source of our manufacturing might.  If that is not worth
fighting for, then what is?  
 

Ohio, we’re not about to take a knee and do nothing.  We
weren’t going to give up on your jobs and your families and
your communities.  We weren’t going to let Detroit go bankrupt,
or Lordstown go bankrupt, or Toledo go bankrupt.  I stood with
American workers.  I stood with American manufacturing.  I
believed in you.  I bet on you.  (Applause.)  I’ll make that
bet any day of the week.  And because of that bet, three years
later, that bet is paying off for America.  (Applause.)  Three
years later, the American auto industry has come roaring back -
-nearly 250,000 new jobs.
 

So it’s a little funny watching Governor Romney and



Governor Kasich and others just try to rewrite history now that
you’re back on your feet.  These are the folks who said if we
went forward with our plan, then -- I’m quoting here -- “you
can kiss the American automotive industry goodbye.”  Now
they’re saying it was their idea all along.  (Laughter.) 
Seriously.  Or what they’re saying is, well, the problem is
that you, the workers, made out like bandits in this whole
thing; that we did what we did because it was all about paying
back unions.  Really?  I mean, even by the standards of
political campaigns, that’s a lot of you know what. 

 
Workers made some of the biggest sacrifices.  About

700,000 retirees saw a reduction in the health benefits they
had earned.  Hours were reduced, pay and wages scaled back. 
You gave up promises made to you over the years for the sake
and the survival of your fellow workers and their families and
the company.  You made sacrifices.  (Applause.)  Which is why I
don’t understand why these folks have the nerve to talk about
you like you’re some greedy special interest that needs to be
beaten down. 

 
After all that unions have done to build and protect the

middle class, they were standing up there at their convention
saying you’re responsible for the problems we face.  Their plan
says the best way to help workers is to roll back workers’
rights; to overturn laws that make sure construction workers
get a fair wage; to blame teachers and firefighters and police
officers and other public servants for our economic challenges 
-- instead of what happened on Wall Street and a historic
financial collapse. 

 
So, Toledo, what you need to know is this: When they’re

trying to take your collective bargaining rights away, when
they’re trying to pass so-called “right to work” laws that
really mean right to work for less and less, you should know
this isn’t about economics.  This is about politics.
 

This notion that we should have let the auto industry die
and that we should pursue anti-worker policies in the hopes
that unions like yours will unravel -- it’s part of the same
old you’re-on-your-own, top-down philosophy that says we should
just leave everybody to fend for themselves. 
 

Now, on Thursday night, I’m going to offer you what I
believe is a better path forward -- (applause) -- a path that’s
going to grow this economy and create more good jobs, and
strengthen the middle class.  (Applause.)  And the good news
is, starting on October 2nd, Ohio gets its say because you get
to vote early.  (Applause.)  You can choose which path we
take.  You could choose their plan.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo.
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You can choose to give massive new tax

cuts to folks who have already made it.  Or you can choose my
plan -- to keep taxes low for every American who is in the
middle class and every American who is striving to get into



that middle class.  (Applause.) 
 
Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes by a total -- for

middle-class families, and I have cut taxes by a total of
about $3,600 for the typical family.  (Applause.)  And now I’m
running to make sure that taxes aren’t raised a single dime on
the first $250,000 of any family’s income.  Now, that's 98
percent of Americans.  It may be 99.9 percent of this
auditorium.  (Applause.)  Your taxes won't go up, because my
belief is you need relief.  I don't need relief.  Mitt Romney
doesn't need relief.  He needs it less than me.  (Laughter.)   
 

But that's a choice in this election.  You can choose
whether we give up new jobs and new industries to countries
like China, or whether we fight to keep those jobs in states
like Ohio.  (Applause.)  Unlike my opponent, I want to stop
giving tax breaks to companies that are shipping jobs
overseas.  I want to give those tax breaks to companies that
are investing right here in Toledo, right here in the United
States -- all across Ohio, all across the Midwest. 
(Applause.) 
 

You can decide whether borrowing money from your parents
is an answer when a young person asks how they’re going to go
to college.  You heard about that, right?  This young college
student says, how can I get some help going to college?  He
says, well, you need to borrow money from your parents. 
(Laughter.)  Now, I guess that's one path.  That's one
approach.   

 
I've got a different approach that says let's make sure

Americans once again lead the world in educating our kids and
training our workers for the jobs of tomorrow.  (Applause.) 
And that means let's hire more great teachers, especially in
math and science.  Let's help more folks go to community
colleges to get trained in the skills that employers are hiring
for right now.  (Applause.)  Because the truth is, some sort of
higher education, whether it's four-year or a two-year
technical school -- some form of higher education -- that's not
a luxury anymore.  That is an economic necessity that every
family should be able to afford.  And that's what I'm going to
be fighting for.  (Applause.)  That's what I'm going to be
fighting for.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, Ohio, you can choose an energy plan like the other

guy is offering that's written by and for the oil companies. 
Or you can choose an all-of-the-above strategy for American
energy, which means we drill for more oil, we mine for more
coal.  But it also means that we're going after the new energy
sources of the future. 
 

Now, my opponent said renewable energy sources are
“imaginary.”  The folks here in Toledo manufacturing solar
panels might disagree with that.  (Applause.)  These jobs
aren’t a “fad” -- they’re not imaginary.  They're our future. 
And unlike my opponent, I want to stop giving a $4 billion-a-
year taxpayer subsidy to big oil companies that are making
money every time you go to the pump, and I want to use that
money to invest in homegrown energy sources that have never
been more promising and are creating jobs right here in Ohio. 
(Applause.)  



 
It’s up to you whether we go back to the old health care

system that let insurance companies decide when to cover you
and when to cover you, and drop you when you needed it most. 
But I think we should keep moving forward with the new health
care law that's already cutting costs and covering more people
and saving lives.  They call it Obamacare.  It's true, I care. 
It's true.  (Applause.)

 
I guess the other side's plan is the "Romney Doesn't Care"

plan.  (Laughter.)  But now is not the time to refight the
battles of the last four years.  We need to move forward.
 

You get to decide what the future of the war in
Afghanistan is.  Last week, did you notice Governor Romney did
not say a word about our troops who are in harm’s way over
there?  And because of my plan, 33,000 of them will have come
home by the end of this month.  (Applause.) 

 
He said ending the war in Iraq was “tragic.”  I think it

was the right thing to do.  I said we’d end that war -- and we
did.  (Applause.)  I said we’d go after al Qaeda -- we did. 
(Applause.)  I said we'd take out bin Laden -- we did. 
(Applause.) 

 
Our troops are out of Iraq.  We’re bringing them home from

Afghanistan.  And as long as I’m Commander-in-Chief, we will
serve our veterans as well as they’ve served us, because nobody
who fights for this country should have to fight for a job or a
roof over their heads when they come home.  That's why I'm
running for a second term.  (Applause.)
 

So we've got some big choices we've got to make.  And the
other side is going to spend the next two months -- they're
fighting back with everything they’ve got.  They're going to
give you an avalanche of attack ads and insults and
distraction.  And they may massage the truth a little bit.  And
it will be supported with $10 million checks from wealthy
donors.  And they know that even if you don't buy into their
plan, even if you don't vote for them, they're thinking, well,
maybe we'll discourage people.  We'll get folks so
disillusioned by all these negative ads, all this negativity,
that you'll just decide to sit this one out.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  But you know what, I'm counting on

something different.  I’m counting on you.  (Applause.)  I’m
counting on you.  If you're not registered to vote, then you've
got to go to GottaRegister.com.  Now, that's not
"GotToRegister.com.”  This is "gotta" -- G-o-t-t-a-
Register.com  (Applause.)

 
If you want to find out how to vote early, starting on

October 2nd, then you need to go to GottaVote.com.  That’s not
"GotToVote.com,” that's "gotta vote” -- (laughter) --
GottaRegister, GottaVote -- because we’ve got a whole lot of
more work to do.  (Applause.)

 
We’ve got more good jobs to create.  We’ve got more good

cars to build.  We’ve got more schools to upgrade, and more



great teachers to hire, and more young people to send to
college.  (Applause.)  And we’ve got more troops we've got to
bring home and more veterans we’ve got to take care of, and
more doors of opportunity that we've got to open up for
everybody who is willing to walk through them.  That's what's
at stake in this election.  That's why I'm asking for your
vote.  (Applause.)  
 

That's why I need you to knock on doors.  That's why I
need you to get on the phone.  (Applause.)  I need you to talk
to your friends.  I need you to talk to your neighbors.  I
need you to stand with me, Ohio.  (Applause.)  And if we win
Toledo, we will win Ohio.  And if we win Ohio, we'll win this
election.  (Applause.)  And if we win this election, we will
finish what we started, and we will remind the world why the
United States of America is the greatest nation on Earth. 

 
Thank you.  God bless you.  And God bless America. 

(Applause.)
 
                                           END          

      1:00 P.M. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Norfolk State!  (Applause.)  Go

Spartans!  (Applause.)  Can everybody please give Ed a huge
round of applause not just for that introduction, but for his
extraordinary service to our country and to our veterans? 
(Applause.)  It’s good to see all of you. 

 
We’ve got Bobby Scott, your great congressman in the

house.  We’ve got your next congressman, Paul Hirschbiel is
here.  (Applause.)  We are very proud to have an Olympic gold
medalist, Francena McCorory, 4x400 relay winner.  (Applause.) 
I’m not that fast.  (Laughter.)  I was watching those folks on
TV -- I said, those are some fast people.   
 

It is good to be back in Norfolk!  (Applause.)  And this
is our last stop on the way to the convention in Charlotte. 
(Applause.)  I decided to come back here today despite the fact
that, back in March, Norfolk State ruined my NCAA bracket. 
(Applause.)  I had Missouri going pretty deep.  But I want you
to know I’ve got no hard feelings.  (Laughter.)  Let’s just say
you owe me one.  (Laughter.) 

 
Now, I know that whatever I say here today, it’s going to

be, at best, a distant second to the speech you will hear
tonight from the star of the Obama family, Michelle Obama. 
(Applause.)  This is just like a relay, and you start off with
the fastest person.  (Laughter.)  So I’m going to be at home
and I’m going to be watching it with our girls.  And I’m going
to try not to let them see their daddy cry, because when
Michelle starts talking I start getting all misty.

 
AUDIENCE:  Awww --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  But I’m looking forward to being in

Charlotte myself; I’ll go down there tomorrow.  And last week,
our friends in the other party had their convention. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo, vote!  (Applause.)  Vote!
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AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, just in case some of you missed it,

some of you didn’t DVR the Republican Convention, let me give
you a basic recap.  Basically, they said, first of all,
everything is bad and it’s Obama’s fault, and Governor Romney
knows the secret to creating jobs and growing the economy.  The
only problem was he kept it secret.  (Laughter.)  There was a
lot of talk about “hard truths” and “bold choices,” but they
never bothered to tell you what they were.  And when my
opponent had the chance to offer his secret sauce, he did not
offer a single new idea.  It was just retreads of the same old
policies that have been sticking it to the middle class for
years. 
 

They spent a lot of time talking about me, but they didn’t
spend a lot of time talking about you.  (Applause.)  They
didn't talk a lot about how we’re going to move forward so
that the middle class is strong, so that the economy is growing
for everybody.  They spent even less time talking about their
plans.  And that's not just because they know you won’t like
it, but it’s because they know you saw that happened when we
tried it.  You’ve lived through it, and you know we can’t
afford to repeat it.  (Applause.)
 

Think about it, a plan that says we’re going to make
middle-class families pay for another budget-busting $250,000
tax cut for people making $3 million a year or more -- that's
not really persuasive to most people.  We don't think that will
magically translate into jobs or prosperity for people.  We
know families won’t be better off if we undo all the Wall
Street reforms we’ve put into place to prevent another
financial crisis; or that we’re going to be better off if we
remove rules to protect our air and our water; or if we’re
going to take away protections we put in place to make sure
that health care is there for you when you get sick. 
(Applause.)

 
And we are certainly positive that the best way to

strengthen Medicare isn’t to turn it into a voucher that leaves
seniors paying additional costs out of pocket.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  That’s not a plan to create jobs.  It’s

not a plan to lower the deficit.  It’s not a plan to strengthen
the middle class.  It’s not a plan to strengthen this country.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  We believe in something better. 

(Applause.)  We believe in an America that says our economic
strength doesn't come from the top down, it comes from the
middle out.  It comes from the bottom up.  It comes from
workers and students, and small business owners and a strong,
thriving middle class.

 
We believe in an America where going to school doesn’t

depend on how much money you have.  (Applause.)  We believe in
an America where getting decent health care doesn't depend on



how much money you’ve got.  (Applause.)
 

We believe in an America that leads with our military, but
also takes care of our veterans and stands up for our ideals
and shows the power of our example.  (Applause.)
 

We believe in an America where no matter who you are,
where you come from, what you look like, what your last name
is, you can pursue your own happiness, and you can make it if
you try.  (Applause.)  That’s what these last four years have
been about.  That’s what this campaign is about.  And that’s
why I’m running for a second term as President of the United
States of America.  (Applause.)
 

Now, the other side may not have been eager to talk about
their ideas.  But on Thursday night, I’m going to look forward
to sharing mine with you.  On Thursday night, I will offer what
I believe is a better path forward -- a path that will create
good jobs and strengthen our middle class and grow our
economy.  And the good news is, Virginia, that in just two
months, you get to choose which path we take.  (Applause.)
 

You can choose their path -- give massive new tax cuts to
folks who have already made it, or you can choose my plan. 
(Applause.)  I want to keep taxes low for every American who’s
out there still trying to make it.  I’ve cut taxes by a total
of about $3,600 for the typical family.  I kept my promise to
cut taxes for middle-class families and for small businesses. 
(Applause.)

 
And now I’m running to make sure that taxes aren’t raised

by a single dime on your family’s first $250,000 of income,
which, by the way, means 98 percent of Americans wouldn’t pay a
single dime more in income tax.  (Applause.)

 
     But that will be up to you.  It will be up to your vote. 
I mean, you can decide whether we give new jobs and new
industries to countries like China, or whether we fight for
those jobs in places like Virginia.  (Applause.)  Unlike my
opponent, I want to stop giving tax breaks to companies that
are shipping jobs overseas.  Let’s give those tax breaks to
companies that are investing right here in American plants and
American factories and American jobs so we can go out there and
make products stamped with three proud words: Made in America. 
That’s why I’m running for a second term.  (Applause.)

 
When a young person asked Governor Romney what he could do

to help folks go to college, he suggested, “borrow money from
your parents.”

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo --
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Vote!  But maybe he wasn’t aware that

there are actually some young people whose parents would love
to give them the money and don’t have it.  So that’s one
path. 

 



My path is to make sure America once again leads the
world in educating our kids and training our workers.  Let’s
help more young people afford the kind of education you
students get here at Norfolk State.  (Applause.)  Let’s keep
investing more in our HBCUs.  (Applause.)  Let’s continue to
make sure that Pell grants are there for folks who need it. 
Let’s help more folks go to community college to get the skills
and the training that companies are hiring for right now. 
(Applause.)

 
Governor Romney wants to end the tax credit we created

that is saving families up to $10,000 over four years in
tuition costs.  I want to expand it.  Because higher education,
that’s not a luxury anymore.  It is an economic necessity in
the 21st century for every family, and every family should be
able to afford it.  That’s what we’re fighting for.  That’s why
I’m running for a second term.  (Applause.) 
 

But it’s going to be up to you.  You’ll make the choice. 
Virginia, you can choose an energy plan written by and for the
big oil companies -- that’s Governor Romney’s plan.  Or you can
choose a strategy that taps into all of America’s resources and
ingenuity.  Renewable energy isn’t “imaginary.”  Those jobs
that we’re creating in wind power and solar power, those aren’t
a “fad.”  And I think it’s time to stop giving $4 billion a
year in taxpayer subsidies that are going to big oil companies
that are making money every time you go to the pump, and let’s
invest in homegrown energy sources that will create good jobs
here in the United States of America.  That’s the choice in
this election.  (Applause.) 
 

And it’s up to you whether we go back to a health care
system that says insurance companies can deny you coverage
whenever they want.  I think we need to keep moving forward
with the new health care law -- it’s cutting costs, it’s
covering more people, it’s saving lives.  They like to call it
Obamacare -- well, let me tell you, I do care.  (Applause.)  I
care about all the young people who are able to stay on their
parent’s plans now.  I care about the seniors who are seeing
lower prescription drug costs.  I care about folks with
preexisting conditions who can’t be denied care now. 
(Applause.)

 
Governor Romney has promised that he would overturn

Obamacare on his first day in office, which means he’d kick
nearly 7 million young people off their parent’s plans.  He’d
make seniors’ prescription drugs more expensive.  Maybe we
should call his plan “Romney Doesn’t Care.”  (Laughter and
applause.)  But I do care.  And this law is here to stay.  And
we’re not going to refight the battles we’ve already fought
over the last four years.  We’re not going backwards.  We’re
moving forward.  That’s why I’m running for reelection. 
(Applause.)
 

This November, you get to decide the future of the war in
Afghanistan.  By the end of this month, I will have brought
home 33,000 troops.  (Applause.)  I’ve said we will end this
war in 2014.  Governor Romney last week didn’t have a word to
say about Afghanistan.  He said the way I ended the war in Iraq
was “tragic.” 

 



Listen, I promised I’d end the war in Iraq, and I did.  I
said we’d take out bin Laden -- we did.  (Applause.)  Getting
our troops out of Iraq was the right thing to do.  Bringing our
troops home from Afghanistan in a responsible way is the right
thing to do.  (Applause.)  And as long as I’m Commander-in-
Chief, we will serve our veterans as well as they’ve served us,
because nobody who fights for this country should have to fight
for a job or a roof over their heads when they come home. 
That’s a solemn obligation.  (Applause.) 
 

That’s why I fought to strengthen the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 
That’s why we secured the largest increase in VA funding in
decades.  (Applause.)  That’s why I fought to create a new tax
cut for business owners who hire veterans.  That’s why Michelle
and Jill Biden challenged CEOs to hire 100,000 of our veterans
by the end of the next year.  Last month, Michelle and Jill
stood with those CEOs and announced they’ve already hit 125,000
veterans being hired.  They are beating their schedule by a
year.  That’s the commitment we’ve shown.  (Applause.)
 

So, Virginia, Norfolk, on issue after issue, Governor
Romney and Congressman Ryan, they want to take us backwards. 
But the story of America is not about going backwards; it’s
about going forward.  (Applause.)  And in two months, you will
actually choose whether or not we travel that path. 
 

But I want everybody to understand, over these next two
months, over these next 63 days, you will see more ads, more
negative ads, more insults and distractions and baloney, than
you’ve ever seen.  And it will be supported by $10 million
checks from wealthy donors that like things just the way they
are.  And they’re counting on you, maybe not to vote for
Romney, but they’re counting on you to feel discouraged.  And
they figure if you don’t vote, then big oil will write our
energy future, and insurance companies will write our health
care plans, and politicians will dictate what a woman can or
can’t do when it comes to her own health.  They’re counting on
you just to accept their version of things. 
 

But I’m counting on something different.  Those who oppose
change, those who benefit from an unjust status quo, they’re
always betting on complacency and cynicism of the American
people.  But throughout America’s history, they’ve always lost
that bet, and I think they’re going to lose that bet this
time, too.  (Applause.)
 

But, Virginia, that depends on you.  It depends on you
registering to vote.  It depends on you showing up to vote. 
It depends on you setting an example for the next person in
class, or in your workplace, or in the next town, or your
cousin in the next state.  You’ve got to call them.  You’ve got
to let them know what is at stake; that we can close the gap
between what America should be and what it is right now --
because they may be waiting on you.  They’re waiting to see if
you register.  They’re waiting to see if you vote. 
 

We’ve come too far to turn back now.  (Applause.)  We’ve
created a lot of jobs, but we’ve got more jobs to create. 
We’ve created a lot of homegrown energy, but we’ve got more
energy to generate.  We’ve got a lot more young people to send
to college.   We’ve got a lot more good teachers we’ve got to



hire, and more good schools we’ve got to build.  (Applause.) 
We’ve got more troops we’ve got to bring home, and we’ve got
more veterans we’ve got to take care of.  We’ve got more doors
of opportunity we’ve got to open up to everybody who is willing
to work hard and walk through those doors.  And that’s why I’m
running for a second term.  (Applause.) 

 
And if you’re willing to stand with me, and you’re willing

to make some phone calls for me, if you’re willing to knock on
some doors for me, if you’re willing to vote for me, we’ll win
Norfolk again.  (Applause.)  We’ll win Virginia again. 
(Applause.)  We’ll win this election.  We will finish what we
started.  And we’ll remind the world why the United States of
America is the greatest nation on Earth.
 

God bless you, Virginia, and God bless America. 
(Applause.)

 
                                          

END                12:57 P.M. EDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, St. Pete!  (Applause.)  I am fired up!  (Applause.)  I am ready to go -- forward! 
(Applause.)
 
     It is good to be back in Florida.  (Applause.) It is good -- how's everybody doing today?  (Applause.)
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  All right.  Now, first thing I want to do is make sure everybody is staying hydrated. 
(Applause.)  And if you've been standing here a while, bend your knees.  I don't want anybody falling out. 
 
     I want to thank Charlie Crist for his introduction, for his support -- (applause) -- for showing that the
values that we're fighting for are not Democratic values or Republican values, they are American values.  That's
what we're fighting for.  (Applause.)
 
     We've got one of the finest senators in the country, your Senator, Bill Nelson, here.  (Applause.)  One of
the best members of Congress that we've got -- Kathy Castor is here.  (Applause.) And all of you are here. 
(Applause.)  I'm really excited about that.
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  That's why I came.  (Applause.)  
 

Now, we just had our convention in Charlotte, North Carolina.  Folks there could not have been more
welcoming.  Michelle -- what can I say?  (Applause.)  As the other men in the audience know, our main goal when we
marry is to improve our gene pool.  (Laughter.)  That's why my daughters turned out good.  (Laughter.)  Because
you just -- you marry up and you marry somebody superior to yourself.  And you just -- you beg them until they
marry you.  (Laughter.)  Persistence is the key. 

 
And then you've got President Clinton who made the case as only he can.  (Applause.)  After he spoke,

somebody sent out a tweet -- they said, you should appoint him secretary of explaining stuff.  (Laughter and
applause.)  I like that -- secretary of explaining stuff.  Although, I have to admit, it didn’t really say
"stuff."  I cleaned that up a little bit.  (Laughter.)

 
And then two days ago, I did my best to lay out the stakes in this election, because they are big stakes. 

Both sides have made their arguments now.  And I know you have a lot of national Republicans in the neighborhood,
making their argument.
 

AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  We've made ours.  And so now you've got a big choice to make.  And by the way, don't boo --

vote.  (Applause.)  Vote.  
 
I honestly believe this is the clearest choice of any time in our generation, because it's a choice not just

between two candidates or two political parties.  This is a choice between two fundamentally different paths for
America, two fundamentally different visions for our future.
 
     Now, ours is a fight on behalf of that basic bargain that built the largest middle class and the strongest
economy the world has ever known -- the bargain that says if you work hard it will pay off.  (Applause.)  The
bargain that says responsibility will be rewarded, and everybody has got a fair shot, and everybody does their
fair share, and everybody plays by the same set of rules -- (applause) -- from Main Street to Wall Street to
Washington, D.C.  That's what we're fighting for.  (Applause.)
 

That basic bargain is why I ran for President in the first place, because too many jobs were disappearing
overseas; too many families were struggling to make the mortgage, to put food on the table.  People were having to
borrow just for day-to-day expenses -- to fill up the gas tank.  And over time, more and more of that debt built
up.  And then this whole house of cards came tumbling down in the worst economic crisis, the biggest financial
crisis since the Great Depression.  And millions of innocent Americans lost their jobs and their homes and their
life savings.  A tragedy that we are still fighting to recover from.
 
     Now, our friends, at their convention, they were more than happy to talk about everything they think is
wrong with America, but they didn’t say much about how they’d make it right.  (Applause.)  They want your vote,
but they don’t want you to know their plan.  And that’s because --
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We want you, President!  (Applause.)
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  -- that’s because all they’ve got to offer is the same prescriptions that they’ve had for 30
years:  Tax cuts, tax cuts, gut a few regulations, some more tax cuts.  Tax cuts when times are good.  Tax cuts
when times are bad.  Tax cuts to help you lose a few extra pounds -- (laughter) -- tax cuts to help your love
life.  (Laughter.)
 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  It doesn’t help!  (Laughter.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Somebody said it doesn’t help.  (Laughter.) You tried those tax cuts, huh?  (Laughter.) 

 
     Now, listen, actually it does help when you give it to folks who need it.  That’s why I’ve cut taxes for
middle-class families and for small business owners 18 times.  (Applause.)  But I don’t believe, and you don’t
believe, that another round of tax breaks for millionaires is going to bring good jobs back to our shores, or pay
down our deficit.
 

AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I don’t believe that firing teachers or kicking students off of financial aid -- students who

go right here to this institution -- (applause) -- that somehow that’s going to help our economy, or help us
compete with scientists and engineers coming out of China. 
 
     After all that we have been through, do we really think that it would make sense to roll back regulations on
Wall Street?
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     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That somehow that’s going to help small businesswomen expand, or laid-off construction
workers keep their homes?
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Let me tell you that we have been there.  We’ve tried what they’re peddling.  It didn’t
work.  We’re not going back.  (Applause.)  We’re going forward.  We are going forward.  We are going forward. 
(Applause.) 
 
     I won’t pretend the path I’m offering is quick or that it’s going to be easy.  I never have.  Sometimes I
ask people to go back to 2008 and look at what I said.  I said this was going to take some time because these
problems have been building up for a long time.  Bill Clinton reminded us on Wednesday night, it’s going to take
more than a few years to solve challenges that have been built up for decades. 
 
     But let me tell you something.  When our opponents say this nation is in decline, they are dead wrong.  This
is America.  (Applause.)  We still have the best workers in the world and the best entrepreneurs in the world. 
We’ve got the best scientists and the best researchers.  (Applause.)  We’ve got the best colleges and the best
universities.  (Applause.)  We are a young nation with the greatest diversity of talent and ingenuity from every
corner of the globe.  So no matter what the naysayers may say for political reasons, no matter how dark they try
to make everything look, there’s not a country on Earth that wouldn’t gladly trade places with the United States
of America.  (Applause.) 
 
     And I am here to tell you our problems can be solved, and our challenges can be met.  (Applause.)  The path
we offer may be harder, but it leads to a better place.  And I’m asking you to choose that future.  I am asking
you to rally not just behind me but around a set of goals for your country -- goals in manufacturing and energy,
in education and national security, in reducing our deficit.  Real, achievable goals that will lead to new jobs
and more opportunity, and rebuild this economy on a stronger foundation. 
 

That’s what we can do in the next four years, and that’s why I’m running for a second term as President of
the United States. (Applause.) 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That’s why I’m asking for four more years.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, I want you to -- in case you missed it two days ago, I want to repeat in very plain
terms what goals I’m talking about. 
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Go ahead, Mr. President!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  You said I can go ahead?  (Applause.)  Okay.  I’m going to go ahead then.  (Laughter.)
 
     Number one, I’ve got a plan to export more products and outsource fewer jobs.  (Applause.)  After a decade of
decline, this country has now created over half a million jobs in the last two and a half years alone just in
manufacturing.  (Applause.)  That’s faster than any time since the '90s.  We reinvented a dying auto industry
that’s back on top of the world.  (Applause.) And now you’ve got a choice -- we can keep giving more tax breaks to
companies that are shipping jobs overseas, just like the other side is arguing for.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Or we can start rewarding companies that open new plants and train new workers and create new
jobs right here in Florida.  (Applause.)  We can help big factories and small businesses double their exports, and
create a million new manufacturing jobs in the next four years.  You can make that happen.  That’s part one.
 
     Part two:  I’ve got a plan to control more of our own energy.  After 30 years of inaction, we raised fuel
standards so that by the middle of the next decade, your cars and trucks will go twice as far on a gallon of
gas.  (Applause.)  That will save you money.  It will help the environment. 
 
     We’ve doubled our use of renewable energy, and thousands of Americans now have jobs building wind turbines
and long-lasting batteries.  (Applause.)  Today, the United States of America is less dependent on foreign oil
than at any time in nearly two decades.  Think about that.  (Applause.) 
 
     So we’re moving to control our own energy.  The other side, they don’t have a real plan.  So you’ve got a
choice between a plan that wants to just reverse the progress we’ve made, or one that builds on it.  And let me
tell you, unlike my opponent, I’m not going to let oil companies write this country’s energy plan, or endanger our
coastline, or collect another $4 billion in corporate welfare from our taxpayers.  We’re not going to let them do
that.  (Applause.) 
 
     We’ve got a better path.  We’re going to invest in wind and solar, clean coal technology.  (Applause.)  We’re
going to help farmers and scientists harness new biofuels to power cars and trucks.  We’re going to put
construction workers back to work building homes and factories that waste less energy, and retrofitting old
buildings and homes to use less energy.  (Applause.)
 

We’re developing a hundred years’ supply of natural gas that’s right beneath our feet.  If you choose this
path, we can cut our imports in half by 2020 and support more than 600,000 new jobs in natural gas alone. 

 
That’s the second part of the plan.  You want to hear the third?
 

     AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Third, I’ve got a plan to give more Americans the chance to gain the skills they need to
compete.  Education was the gateway to opportunity for me and Michelle.  (Applause.)  It’s the gateway to a
middle-class life.
 
     For the first time in nearly a generation, every state just about has answered our call to raise their
standards for teaching and learning.  Some of the worst schools in the country have made real gains in math and
reading, including here in Florida.  (Applause.)  Millions of students are paying less for college today,
including students here, because we took on a system that was wasting billions of dollars giving student loan
money to banks and lenders instead of directly to students.  (Applause.)
 
     So now, you’ve got a choice.  We can gut education like these other folks we’re recommending.
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Or we can decide that in the United States of America, no child should have her dreams
deferred because of a crowded classroom or a crumbling school.  (Applause.)  No family should have to set aside a
college acceptance letter because they don’t have the money.  No company should have to look for workers in China
because they couldn’t find ones with the right skills right here at home.  (Applause.)
 
     So help me recruit 100,000 math and science teachers in the next 10 years, and improve early childhood
education, and give 2 million workers the chance to learn skills in that community college that will lead directly
to a job.  (Applause.)  And let’s work with colleges and universities to cut in half the growth of tuition costs
over the next 10 years -- because higher education is not a luxury anymore; it is an economic necessity that
everybody should be able to afford.  (Applause.) 
 



And we can meet that goal together.  You can choose that future if you’re willing to move forward with me. 
(Applause.)
 

Fourth, my plan -- you all get four.  (Laughter.)  Fourth, my plan would reduce our deficit without sticking
it to the middle class.  (Applause.)  We’re all concerned about the deficit.  After two wars, two tax cuts that
weren’t paid for, we have a challenge that we’ve got to now deal with --
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Can’t go back. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Can’t go backwards.  (Applause.)
 

Independent analysis shows that the plan I’ve put forward would cut our deficit by $4 trillion.  (Applause.) 
And I’ve already worked with Republicans to cut $1 trillion in spending.  I’m willing to do more.  We’ve got to
make sure government is lean, and programs that don’t work, we’ve got to get rid of them so we can pay for the
things that do.

 
     And I want to reform the tax code, so that it is simple and fair, and so that it asks the wealthiest
households to pay higher taxes on incomes over $250,000.  (Applause.)  Keep in mind, that means if you’re a
millionaire, you’d still get a tax -- you’d keep your tax cut for the first $250,000.  (Laughter.)  But after
that, you’d pay the same rate we had when Bill Clinton was President, the same rate when we created 23 million new
jobs, the biggest surplus in history and a whole lot of millionaires to boot.  (Applause.)
 
     And, by the way, the reason that I want to keep tax cuts for middle-class families, but I don’t need one,
Mitt Romney doesn’t need one, is because what happens when middle-class families, when teachers and construction
workers and receptionists -- what happens when folks have a little money in their pocket?

     AUDIENCE:  They spend it!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And when they spend it that means business has more customers, and that means business makes
more profit, which means business hires more workers, who then spend more money.  (Applause.)  The whole economy
gets stronger.  (Applause.)  Not from the top down, but from the middle out, from the bottom up.  That’s how we
grow an economy.  (Applause.)  That’s how we grow an economy.
 
     This week, President Clinton pointed out the single biggest thing missing from my opponent’s plan --
arithmetic.  (Applause.) When Governor Romney and his allies tell us we can somehow cut our deficit by spending $5
trillion more on tax breaks for the wealthy, well, you do the math.  How is that going to work? 
 
     The fact is Mr. Romney’s plan and Congressman Ryan’s plan don't add up.  And by the way, they don't add to
jobs either.  They like to talk about how, we’re going to create more jobs.  But economists who’ve looked at
their plan say this would make the recovery slower, not faster. 
 
     I refuse to let that happen.  (Applause.)  I refuse to ask middle-class families to give up their deductions
for owning a home or raising their kids just to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut.  I refuse to ask all the
students here to pay more for college to pay for my tax cut.  (Applause.)  I’m not going to kick children out of
Head Start programs, or eliminate health insurance for millions of Americans who are poor or elderly or disabled,
all so those with the most can pay less.  (Applause.)  
     And by the way, Florida, you should know I will never turn Medicare into a voucher system.  (Applause.)  No
American should have to spend their golden years at the mercy of insurance companies.  They should retire with the
dignity and the respect and the care that they have earned.  So, yes, we will reform and strengthen Medicare for
the long haul -- that needs to be done -- but we’re going to do it by reducing the cost of health care, not by
just dumping the cost on seniors and asking them to pay more  -- thousands of dollars more.  (Applause.)  
 
     And while we’re at it, we’re going to keep the promise of Social Security by taking the responsible steps to
strengthen it, and that's not by turning it over to Wall Street.
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, rebuilding the economy is essential, but everybody knows our prosperity at home is
linked to what we do abroad.  Four years ago, I promised to end the war in Iraq -- I did.  (Applause.)  I said
that we would begin to wind down the war in Afghanistan -- and we are.  (Applause.)  A new tower rises above the
New York skyline; meanwhile al Qaeda is on the path to defeat and Osama bin Laden is dead.  (Applause.)
 
     So we’re going to keep moving forward.  As long as I’m Commander-in-Chief, we will sustain the strongest
military the world has ever known.  And when our troops come home and take off their uniform -- like this veteran
right here -- we will serve them as well as they have served us.  Because no one who fights for this country
should ever have to fight for a job or a roof over their heads or the care that they need when they come home.
(Applause.)
 
     My opponent has a different view.  He said the way I ended the war in Iraq was "tragic."  He won’t tell us
how he’ll end the war in Afghanistan.  I have, and I will.  (Applause.)  And while he wants to spend more money
on military programs that the Joint Chiefs don't even want, say it won’t make us safer, I’m going to use some of
that money that we’re no longer spending on war to pay down our debt -- (applause) -- and to put more people back
to work rebuilding schools and bridges and runways and roads.  (Applause.)  Because after a decade at war, I think
it’s time to some nation-building here at home.  (Applause.)
 
     So this is the choice that we face.  This is what the election comes down to.  Over and over the other side
spent all the time they had here in Florida saying that bigger tax cuts and fewer regulations are the only way. 
They kept on arguing over and over again that since government can't do everything, it should do almost nothing. 
Their basic theory is:  If you can't afford health insurance, hope you don't get sick.  If a company releases
toxic pollution into the air that your children breathe, well, that's just the price of progress.  If you can't
afford to go to college, take my opponent’s advice and borrow money from your parents.  (Applause.)
 
     You know what, that's not who we are.  That's not what America is about.  America, we believe and insist on
personal responsibility.  We believe in individual initiative.  We know we’re not entitled to success, we’ve got
to earn it.  We honor the businessmen and the strivers and the dreamers and the risk-takers who've always been the
driving force behind our free enterprise system, the greatest engine of growth and prosperity that the world has
ever known.
 
     But you know what, we also believe that this country only works when we accept certain obligations to one
another, to future generations.  (Applause.)  We believe in the idea of citizenship -- the idea that America is
not just about what can be done for us, but what can be done by us -- (applause) -- together, as one nation, as
one people.  (Applause.)
 
     That's what you believed four years ago.  I told you the election wasn’t about me, it was about you.  And as
I look out on this crowd, I am reminded you were the change.  (Applause.)  Folks here in Florida from every walk
of life -- black, white, Hispanic, Asian, Native American, young, old, gay, straight, abled, not -- disabled --
(applause) -- listen, you’re the reason that seniors across Florida are saving an average of $600 every year on
prescription drug because of Obamacare -- because of health care reform.  You did that.  (Applause.)
 
     By the way, I do care.  (Applause.)  So I like the term Obamacare.  Mr. Romney says he’s going to repeal it,
which means his plan is Romney Don't Care.  (Applause.) 
 
     You're the reason -- you're the reason that a woman in Doral, who's already working full-time during the day,
can now afford to go to school at night because she's getting the financial aid that she needs.  (Applause.) 
That's because of you and what you did.  You're the reason there's a working family from Hollywood who was able to
save their home from foreclosure, keep their piece of the American Dream.  You made that possible. 
 
     You're the reason a young immigrant who grew up here and went to school here and pledged allegiance to our
flag will no longer be deported from the only country she's ever called home. (Applause.)  You're the reason why
an outstanding soldier won't be kicked out of the military because of who they are or who they love.  (Applause.) 
You're the reason why thousands of families have been able to say to loved ones who serve so bravely:  "Welcome



home."  (Applause.)
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Thanks for bringing me home!  (Applause.)
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  You're welcome.  Welcome home.  (Applause.)  Thank you for serving us.  (Applause.) 
 
     And if you turn away now, if you buy into the cynicism that somehow the change we fought for isn't possible,
then of course change won't happen.  Change won't happen without you.  If you give up on the idea that your voice
can make a difference, then other folks are going to fill the void -- the lobbyists, the special interests, the
people who are writing $10 million checks, the folks who are trying to keep people from voting --
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  -- the politicians who want to tell you who you can marry, tell women they can't have control
over their own health care choices.  (Applause.)  Only you can make sure that doesn’t happen, Florida.  Only you
have the power to move us forward.  But you've got to use that power. 
 
     If you're not registered to vote, go to GottaRegister.com.  Not "got to" -- "gotta."  G-o-t-t-a --
register.com.  If you're not sure about how to vote, go to GottaVote.com.  (Applause.)  Talk to your friends, talk
to your neighbors, talk to your co-workers.  Don't just talk to people who agree with you; reach out to folks who
don't follow politics that closely.  Talk to somebody who's undecided.  Talk to some of your Republican friends. 
And talk to them about a vision for the future that moves everybody forward, not just a few.
 
     I'm asking for your help.  So, Florida, can you make some phone calls for me?  (Applause.)  Can you knock on
some doors for me?  (Applause.)  Will you tell your friends and neighbors what's at stake in this election? 
(Applause.)  Will you register?  Will you vote?  (Applause.)  Because if you do, we will finish what we started. 
We'll create more good jobs.  We'll generate more homegrown energy.  We'll hire more great teachers.  We'll send
more young people to college.  We'll bring home more troops.  We'll take care of more veterans.  (Applause.)  We
will open the doors of opportunity to everybody who's willing to work hard and walk through them.  (Applause.)
 
     We'll win this county.  We will win Florida.  (Applause.)  We'll finish what we started, and remind the world
why the United States of America is the greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.)
 
     God bless you.  And God bless the United States of America.  (Applause.)        
 
                             END            11:40 A.M. EDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Florida!  (Applause.)  Oh, it is good to be in Kissimmee!  (Applause.)  This crowd
looks fired up.  (Applause.)  And they definitely look ready to go.  (Applause.)
 
     Well, first of all, can everybody give a big round of applause to Vivian for the great introduction? 
(Applause.)  Yay, Vivian!  It's good to know that we've got one of the finest senators in the country here -- your
Senator Bill Nelson is in the house.  (Applause.)  And an outstanding member of Congress, Corrine Brown is here. 
(Applause.)  And all of you are here.  (Applause.)  All the VIPs, right here.  (Applause.)
 

Listen, I'm having such a great time.  Anybody who wants to sit down, go ahead and sit down.  I'm going to
talk for a while. (Laughter.)  You guys don't sit down because you don't have chairs.  (Laughter.)  But you guys
all have to bend your knees a little bit so you don't faint.  You've been standing a while, it's a little hot.  All
right?

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Love you!  (Applause.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Let me just say this.  I've got to say, Kissimmee, that sometimes when the reception is this

good I just want to say thank you, and leave the stage.  (Laughter.)  I mean, how am I going to top this -- you
guys are being so kind.  (Applause.)

 
You're fired up!  (Applause.)  All right, all right, all right.  Everybody settle down for a second here. 

(Laughter.)  Settle down.   
 
Now, we just had our convention in Charlotte, North Carolina.  (Applause.)  And folks could not have been more

welcoming.  We were so grateful to North Carolina and Charlotte for throwing a great party.  Michelle -- what can I
say?  She was amazing.  (Applause.)  For the young men out there who are not yet married, just give you a tip. 
You're trying to improve your gene pool, so you marry somebody who is superior to you.  That's what I did and it
works good.  (Applause.)  That way you end up with some good-looking kids, smart, talented.  (Applause.)
 
     President Clinton, he made the case as well as anybody could.  (Applause.)  Somebody tweeted after he spoke --
they said, somebody needs to appoint him secretary of explaining stuff.  (Laughter.)  He broke it down.  Secretary
of explaining stuff -- I love that. 
 
     And then on the final night, I laid out my case about what’s at stake in this election.  Now, both sides have
now made their argument.  The other guys, they came down to Florida and -- and so now you know what the choice is,
and you’ve got a big choice to make.  And I honestly believe this is the clearest choice of any time in a
generation.  (Applause.)  It is not just a choice between two candidates, it’s not just a choice between two
parties; it’s a choice between two different paths for America, two different visions for our future. 
 
     Here’s our vision.  We’re fighting to restore that basic bargain that built the largest middle class the world
has ever known, that built the greatest economy the world has ever known. And the whole bargain is real simple --
the promise that if you work hard, it will pay off; the promise that if you act responsibly, you’ll be rewarded;
that everybody in this country gets a fair shot and everybody does their fair share and everybody plays by the same
rules, from Main Street to Wall Street to Washington, D.C.  (Applause.) 
 
     Now, some of you know, I started my career in public service working in the shadow of steel mills that had
closed, and working with folks trying to rebuild their neighborhoods.  And that process of jobs disappearing
overseas, families struggling with the costs that keep on going up even though their paychecks aren’t going up,
people taking more and more debt just to pay for tuition or gas or food on the table -- that process had been
going on for a decade.  And then it culminated in the worst financial crisis and depression we’ve had -- or
recession that we’ve had since the Great Depression.  And millions of people lost their jobs, lost their homes,
lost their savings.  And it’s that tragedy that we’ve been fighting to recover from ever since. 
     Now, we’ve made progress.  (Applause.)  But we know we haven’t made enough.  We’ve got more work to do. 
Nobody is satisfied with the status quo.  There are too many folks out there who still need a job, too many folks
whose homes are still underwater.  We’ve got a lot of work to do.  And the question is not whether we need to make
more progress.  The question is how do we do it? 
 

Our friends at the Republican Convention were more than happy to talk about everything they think is wrong
with America, but they didn’t have much to say about how to make it right.  (Applause.)  They want your vote, but
they don’t want you to know their plan.  That’s because they’re offering the same worn-out plan that they’ve had
for 30 years -- tax cuts, tax cuts, roll back some regulations, and then let’s have some more tax cuts. Tax cuts
when times are good.  Tax cuts when times are bad.  Tax cuts to lose an extra few pounds -- (laughter) -- tax cuts
to improve your love life.  (Laughter.)  Whatever the issue -- tax cuts. 

 
By the way, when I said that at the last stop we had, in St. Petersburg, a guy yelled out in the crowd -- he

said, "It didn’t work!"  (Laughter.) 
 
Now, listen, I’ve cut taxes for folks who need it.  (Applause.)  In 2008, I promised that we would lower the

tax burden on middle-class families, and the typical family is paying $3,600 less in federal taxes compared to when
I came into office. We’ve cut taxes for small businesses 18 times.  (Applause.)  But I don’t believe that another
round of tax breaks for millionaires is going to bring back jobs from overseas or bring down our deficit.  I don’t
think that firing teachers is going to strengthen our economy.  I don’t believe kicking students off of financial
aid will help us compete with engineers coming out of China.  (Applause.) 

 
I sure don’t believe, after everything we’ve gone through with the crash on Wall Street, that rolling back

regulations on Wall Street somehow is going to help local businesses here in Florida or strengthen our housing
market.  We have been there.  We have tried that.  It didn’t work.  It didn’t work then; it won’t work now.  We’re
not going back.  We are moving forward.  That’s why I’m running for a second term as President of the United
States.  (Applause.)  We’re going forward.  We’re going forward.  (Applause.)

 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, I will not pretend that the path I’m offering is easy or quick.  I didn’t promise in
2008 that it was going to be easy or quick, because these problems have been going on for decades.  Bill Clinton
made that point on Wednesday night. He said you can’t expect that we’re going to solve these massive challenges
that we’ve been dealing with for years overnight.  But let me tell you something -- we will solve these problems. 
(Applause.) 
 

You’ve got my opponent and his vice president saying the nation is in decline.  Now, I don’t know whether
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they’re saying that just because they want to win some votes, or because they actually believe it.  But either way,
they’re wrong.  (Applause.) America has got the best workers in the world.  (Applause.)  We’ve got the best
entrepreneurs in the world.  (Applause.)  We’ve got the best scientists, the best researchers, the best
universities and the best colleges.  (Applause.)  We are a young nation.  We’ve got a diversity of talent just like
you see in this auditorium.

 
People are coming here from every corner of the globe.  Why do you think they want to come here?  (Applause.) 

Because they know that no matter what the other side says, no matter how dark they try to paint the picture, most
folks, they would do anything to have a chance to be right here in the United States of America.  (Applause.)

 
So our problems can be solved.  Our challenges can be met.  The path we offer is harder, but it leads to a

better place.  And I’m asking you to choose that future.  I’m asking you to rally not around me, but rally around a
set of goals for our country in manufacturing, and education, and energy, national security, reducing the deficit. 
(Applause.)  I’ve got a plan that will lead to new jobs and more opportunity, and rebuild this economy on a
stronger foundation. 

 
And we can keep making the kinds of progress that’s needed over the next four years -- which is the reason I’m

running for a second term, because I’m confident we can get to where we need to go.  (Applause.)  I’m confident
about it.

 
But in case you missed it, in case you missed what I said -- what day was that, Thursday?  (Applause.)  What

day is it today? Is it Saturday?  (Applause.)  I’m just on the road all the time. I forget what day it is.  All
right, so it was Thursday, now it’s Saturday.  In case you missed it on Thursday, let me say again what our plan
is. 

 
First of all, I’ve got a plan to export more products and outsource fewer jobs.  (Applause.)  So after a

decade of decline, this country created over half a million new manufacturing jobs in the last two and a half
years.  (Applause.)  We reinvented a dying auto industry that’s back on top of the world.  (Applause.)

 
So now, you’ve got a choice.  (Applause.)  You can go along with the plan you heard in Tampa and give more tax

breaks to corporations that are shipping jobs overseas.  Or we can start giving tax breaks to companies that are
opening new plants and training new workers and creating new jobs here in Florida, in Kissimmee, here in the United
States of America.  That’s my plan.  (Applause.)

 
We can help big factories and small businesses double their exports.  And by the way, here in Florida you’re

the gateway for an entire market in Latin America, which is why when you hear these folks talking about the
Recovery Act and he didn’t do this and he didn’t do that -- listen, we’re expanding ports and infrastructure here
in Florida precisely because we can export more.  We can create a million new manufacturing jobs in the next four
years, because we’re selling goods around the world stamped with three proud words:  Made in the USA.  (Applause.) 
Made in the USA.  Made in the USA.  (Applause.)  That’s part one of our plan, making it here in the United States
of America.  (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  U-S-A!  U-S-A!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  U-S-A!
 
AUDIENCE:  U-S-A!  U-S-A!  U-S-A!
 

     THE PRESIDENT:  So you’ve got a choice on that issue.  Let me give you another choice.  We need to control
more of our own energy.  After 30 years of inaction, we raised fuel standards so that by the middle of the next
decade, your cars and trucks will go twice as far on a gallon of gas.  (Applause.)  That will save you money. 
 
     We’ve doubled our use of renewable energy, which is not only producing power for businesses and homes here in
Florida, but it’s also creating thousands of jobs building wind turbines and solar panels and long-lasting
batteries.  (Applause.)  Today, the United States is less dependent on foreign oil than at any time in the last two
decades.  Think about that.  (Applause.)
 
     So we’ve made progress.  And now, the big idea coming out of Tampa was to reverse the progress we’ve made. 
 

That’s option one. Option two is to build on that progress. So unlike my opponent, I’m not going to let oil
companies write this country’s energy plan.  I’m not going to let them continue to collect $4 billion in corporate
welfare from our taxpayers.  (Applause.)  We’ve got a better path.

 
We want to keep investing in wind and solar and cleaner coal.  And we want farmers and scientists to harness

new biofuels to power our cars and our trucks.  We want to put construction workers back to work -- (applause) --
rebuilding factories and homes so they’re more energy-efficient, so they waste less energy.  We can develop a
hundred years’ supply of natural gas that’s beneath our feet here in the United States. 

 
And if you choose the path I’m offering, we can cut our oil imports in half by 2020, and we can support

600,000 new jobs just in natural gas alone.  Think about that.  (Applause.)  That path is open only if you take it
through your vote.  So that’s two.

 
Number three, I’ve got a plan to give more Americans the chance to gain the skills they need to compete. 

Education was the key to opportunity for me.  It was the key for Michelle.  It was the key for many of you.  It’s
the gateway to a middle-class life.  (Applause.)

 
     So what have we already done?  For the first time in a generation, nearly every state has answered our call
to raise their standards for teaching and learning.  Some of the worst schools in the country have made real gains
in math and reading. Millions of students are paying less for college because we stopped using banks and lenders as
middlemen for student loans, saved billions of dollars and sent that directly to students to help millions get a
better education and not have as much debt.  (Applause.)
 
    Now, you’ve got a choice.  We can reverse some of those things that we’ve done.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Or we can decide that in the United States of America, no child should have their dream
deferred because of an over-crowded classroom.  (Applause.)  No family should be excited about a college acceptance
letter and then realize, you know what, honey, we can’t afford to send you there.  No company should have to look
for workers in China because they couldn’t find workers here in Florida, or here in the United States that have the
skills they need.  (Applause.)
 

So my path is let’s recruit and train another 100,000 math and science teachers.  (Applause.)  Let’s improve
early childhood education.  Let’s give 2 million more workers the chance to get better skills at community
colleges, skills that will lead directly to a job.  (Applause.)  And let’s work with colleges and universities to
cut in half the growth in tuition, so that everybody can afford it.  (Applause.)  We can meet that goal together. 
These are achievable goals.  That’s the path I want you to choose.  (Applause.)

 
Number four, we need to reduce our deficit without sticking it to the middle class.  (Applause.)  It’s

important for us to reduce our deficit.  It’s important for us to reduce our deficit. It's important for us to do
it in a responsible way.  We don't have to do it all at once, but we've got to get started on it.  An independent
analysis shows that my plan would cut our deficit by $4 trillion. (Applause.)  And I’ve worked with Republicans in
Congress to cut a trillion dollars in spending already, and I’m ready to do more. 

 
     I want to reform the tax code so that it is simple and so that it is fair.  (Applause.)  I want to get rid of
programs that don't work.  I want to consolidate some agencies so they're more efficient and more customer-
friendly.  But I also want to ask the wealthiest households to pay a little bit higher taxes on incomes over
$250,000 -- over $250,000.  (Applause.) 
 

Keep in mind, let's say you make a million dollars --
 



AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Right.  (Laughter.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Sounds good to you, right?  You'd still keep your tax cut for the first $250,000.  So it's not

like you're not getting any relief at all.  The first $250,000 you still get your tax break.  But for every dollar
you make after $250,000, we go back to the same rate we had when Bill Clinton was President -- (applause) -- when
our economy created 23 million new jobs, when we had all kinds of small businesses succeeding and starting up, when
we had the biggest surplus in history and a whole lot of millionaires to boot.  (Applause.)
 
     Now, the reason why this works is because -- this whole top-down thing doesn’t work.  If you give a teacher
or a construction worker or a receptionist, just working folks -- if you give them a little more money, what do
they do? 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Spend it!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And if they spend it then businesses have more customers.  And then business makes more
profits.  And then the businesses say, let's build another plant and let's hire more workers.  (Applause.)  And now
everything gets rolling in a positive direction. 
 

So that's how we build an economy, from the middle out, from the bottom up.  It helps everybody when you do it
that way.  And if you're concerned about the deficit, the first thing you should be concerned about is growing the
economy.  But let's say even if all you were thinking about is how do we close the deficit gap -- as President
Clinton pointed out, the thing that's missing from my opponent's plan is arithmetic.  (Applause.)  It doesn’t add
up.  He says that we can give a $5 trillion tax cut, mostly to wealthy individuals, and that somehow the deficit is
going to get smaller.  Now, how do you think that's going to work?  That's not going to work.

 
And the only way it does work is if you are gutting education, you're not investing in basic science and

research, where we're not rebuilding our infrastructure, and we are fraying our safety net, and we're voucherizing
Medicare --

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- and maybe, to top it off, we're increasing taxes on middle-class families. 
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  That doesn’t sound like a good plan.
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  It doesn’t add up.

 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And by the way, it does not add up to jobs either.  Some people looked at Romney’s plan --
they said, you know what, this actually would make the recovery slower.  Slower. I refuse to let that happen.  I
refuse to let that happen.  (Applause.)
 
     I refuse to ask middle-class families to give up their deductions for owning a home or raising their kids
just to pay for a tax cut for me.  I’m not going to ask students to pay more for college, or kick kids off Head
Start programs, or eliminate health insurance for the poor and the elderly and the disabled so those with the most
can pay less.  (Applause.)
 
     And I want you to know, AARP -- I want you to know I will never turn Medicare into a voucher.  (Applause.) 
These guys are out there running these ads about how somehow we’re weakening Medicare.  We strengthened Medicare --
extended its life for eight years.  Don't take my word for it -- AARP says the same thing.  (Applause.)  
 
     Because I believe no American should ever have to spend their golden years at the mercy of insurance
companies.  After a lifetime of labor, you should retire with dignity and respect.  You’ve earned it.  So we do
have to reform and we will strengthen Medicare over the long haul, but we’re going to do it by reducing the costs
of health care -- not by dumping those costs on to seniors.  And we’re going to keep the promise of Social
Security. We’ll take responsible steps to strengthen it -- not by turning it over to Wall Street.  (Applause.)
 
     Now, there’s one last point I want to make and that's about foreign policy because these things are
connected.  Our prosperity at home is linked to our policies abroad.  Four years ago, I promised to end the war in
Iraq -- we did.  (Applause.)   I said we’d wind down the war in Afghanistan -- and we are.  (Applause.)  While a
new tower rises above the New York skyline, -- (applause) -- as we come up on September 11th, we know that al
Qaeda is on the path to defeat and Osama bin Laden is dead.  (Applause.)
 
     So I want you to know as long as I’m Commander-in-Chief, we will sustain the strongest military the world has
ever known.  (Applause.)  When our troops take off the uniform, we will serve them as well as they’ve served
America.  (Applause.)  Nobody who fights for this country should ever have to fight for a job or a roof over their
heads when they come home.  (Applause.)
 
     Now, my opponent has got a different view.  He said it was "tragic" for me to end the war in Iraq as I did.
 Well, I did it anyway.  (Laughter and applause.)  He won’t tell us how he’ll end the war in Afghanistan, in fact,
didn't even mention it in his speech at his convention. 
 
     My opponent would spend more money on military programs that our Joint Chiefs don't even want, won’t make us
safer.  I’m going to use that money we’re no longer spending on war to pay down our debt, and put more people back
to work rebuilding roads and bridges and schools and runways.  (Applause.)  Let’s do some nation-building here at
home.  That will make us safer.  (Applause.)
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  So that's what this election comes down to. There’s a choice on every issue.  Over and over
we’ve been told by the other side that bigger tax cuts, fewer regulations, they're the only way to go; that since
government can't do everything, it should do almost nothing.  Their basic theory is if you can't afford health
insurance, don't get sick. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  A company releases pollution in the air that our children breathe, well, that's the price of
progress.  If you can't afford college, take their advice and ask your parents if you can borrow the money. 
(Laughter.)
 
     I’ve got a different idea --  because I don't think that's what our country is about.  We insist on hard work
and personal responsibility and individual initiative, and we know we’re not entitled to success -- we’ve got to
earn it.  We honor the strivers and the dreamers and the entrepreneurs, the risk-takers who have always been the
driving force behind our free enterprise system.  And we believe that the free enterprise system is the greatest
engine of growth and prosperity the world has ever known.  That's what attracts people to our shores.
 
     But we also believe that the market doesn't work, this country doesn't work, unless we accept certain
obligations to one another; unless we’re thinking about future generations; unless we believe in something called
citizenship -- that we understand America is not just about what can be done for us, it’s about what can be done
by us, together, as one nation and one people.  (Applause.)
 
     So the election four years ago, it wasn’t about me; it was about you.  You’re the change.  The American people
rose up, and as a result of what you did, seniors across Florida are saving an average of $600 every year on
prescription drugs.  (Applause.)  That's because of Obamacare.  You did that.  (Applause.)
 
     You’re the reason a woman in Doral, who is already working full-time during the day, now can afford to go to



school at night because she’s got the financial aid that she needs.  You did that.  (Applause.)
 
     You’re the reason there’s a working family over in Hollywood who was able to save their home from foreclosure
and keep their piece of the American Dream.  You made that possible.
 
     You’re the reason that a young immigrant who grew up here and went to school here and pledged allegiance to
our flag will no longer be deported from the only country she’s ever called home.  (Applause.)
 
     You’re the reason why we ended "don't ask, don't tell."  (Applause.)  You’re the reason why our troops are
coming home.  (Applause.)
 
     You made that happen.  You made that happen.  Don't let anybody tell you, you can't make a difference.  Don't
let anybody tell you that somehow you have no influence, that you can't change the system. 
 

We may not be able to change everything all at once just the way we want it, because this is a big, complex
democracy, and not everybody has got a same opinion.  And there’s nothing wrong with that.  And, yes, sometimes
things get tangled up in Washington, and sometimes it’s frustrating, and change isn’t happening the way it should. 
But whenever the American people stand up, whenever you get involved, whenever you participate, then amazing things
happen -- because the American people have great instincts.  You are a good and decent people.  (Applause.) 
 
     And so if you turn away now, if you turn away now, and you buy into the cynicism that you won’t make a
difference, well, of course, change won’t happen.  You know who will fill the void, who will step in where you
should have been?  Lobbyists, special interests, the folks writing the $10 million checks trying to buy this
election, the folks who are trying to make it harder for people to vote.
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Washington politicians who want to control who you can marry, want to control health care
choices that women are perfectly capable of making themselves.  (Applause.)
 
     You can't let that happen.  You can't let that happen.  I’m talking to you.  (Applause.)  Only you have the
power to move us forward.  But that depends on you using that power.  I’m asking you for your help.  I’m asking for
your vote.  (Applause.)  I’m asking you to make phone calls.  I’m asking you to knock on some doors.  (Applause.) 
I’m asking you to talk to your neighbors and talk to your friends and talk to your coworkers.  (Applause.)  I’m
asking you to stand up.  I’m asking you to be heard.  (Applause.) 
 

And if you do, we will win Florida.  And we will win this election.  We’ll finish what we started, and you and
I together will march into that better future.  Let’s make it happen.  (Applause.)
 
     God bless you and God bless the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 
                   END                5:16 P.M. EDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  How's it going, Florida?  (Applause.) 
Thank you.  Thank you.  (Applause.)  Thank you.  (Applause.) 
Well, look, I am so thrilled to be here!  (Applause.)  It is
good to be back in Florida.  And I am so grateful to Mary, not
only for her introduction, but for sharing her story, for
fighting on behalf of America, for reminding that the values we
care about aren't Democratic or Republican values, but are
American values.  So give Mary a big round of applause. 
(Applause.) 
 
     Now, before I start I have a very important announcement
that I've got to make --
 
     Q    I love you, President Obama!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I love you, too.  (Applause.) 
 
     Actually, there are three things I've got to say before I
get started.  First of all, if you've got a seat feel free to
take a seat, because I'm going to talk for a while. 
(Applause.) Point number two, if you don't have a seat, bend
your knees because sometimes people faint a little bit -- all
right -- and you've been standing here a while. 
 
     The third thing I want to say, the most important thing I
have to say is football starts today.  (Applause.)  So we
intend to be finished to get home in time for kickoff. 
(Applause.)  I don't know -- I know you've got a lot of teams
here in Florida, but in Illinois there's just one team -- the
Chicago Bears. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo -- (laughter.}
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  All right, well, let me move on to
another topic then.  (Laughter.) 
 

It is so great to be here.  We just had our convention in
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Charlotte, North Carolina.  (Applause.)  Folks there could not
have been more welcoming.  Michelle was -- Michelle. 
(Applause.) She was amazing.  So for the young men out there
who are thinking about their futures -- the goal is to marry
up and improve your gene pool.  (Laughter.)  And that's what I
have done by marrying Michelle. 

 
Then you have President Clinton who made the case the only

way that he can.  (Applause.)  Somebody sent out a tweet after
he spoke -- he said, somebody needs to make him secretary of
explaining stuff -- (laughter) -- which I like.  I liked that.

 
And then on Thursday night, I spoke about the stakes in

this election.  Now, you've now heard both sides make their
argument, and I hope you know at this point there's a big
choice to make.  And it is the clearest choice of any time in
a generation.  (Applause.)  It is not just a choice between two
candidates; it's not just a choice between two parties.  It is
a choice between two fundamentally different paths for America,
two very different visions for our future.
 
     And our fight is for that basic bargain that built the
middle class in this country and the strongest economy the
world has ever known.  And it was basically a simple idea --
the idea that here in America hard work will pay off. 
(Applause.)  That here in America, responsibility will be
rewarded, that everybody gets a fair shot, and everybody does
their fair share, and everybody plays by the same rules --
(applause) -- from Wall Street to Main Street to Washington,
D.C.  (Applause.) 
 

And that basic bargain is why I ran for President, because
I saw too many jobs disappearing overseas, too many families
struggling with the costs that keep on going up even though
paychecks aren't going up,; too many people racking up more and
more debt just to make the mortgage, or pay tuition, or put gas
in the car, or food on the table.  And when this house of
cards collapsed in this Great Recession we saw millions of
innocent Americans lose their jobs, lose their homes, lose
their savings. And we're still trying to recover from that
tragedy.
 
     Now, our friends at the Republican Convention, they were
more than happy to talk about everything that they think is
wrong with America, but they didn’t have much to say about how
to make it right.  (Applause.)  They want your vote, but they
don’t have a plan.  Or at least they don't want to tell you
their plan.
 

And that’s because they’ve got the same plan they've had
for 30 years:  Tax cuts, tax cuts, gut a few regulations, and
then give some more tax cuts.  Tax cuts when times are good. 
Tax cuts when times are bad.  Tax cuts to help you lose a few
extra pounds -- (laughter) -- tax cuts to improve your love
life.  (Laughter.)
 

I said that at the last event yesterday and somebody
yelled out, I tried it and it didn’t work.  (Laughter.)  
 
     Now, listen, I've given tax cuts to folks who need it. 
(Applause.)  Four years ago I promised I would cut taxes for



middle-class families --
 

AUDIENCE:  And you did!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And I did.  The typical family is paying

$3,600 less in federal taxes since I've been President.  We've
cut taxes for small businesses 18 times.  But I don’t believe
that another round of tax breaks for millionaires are going to
bring good jobs to our shores, or pay down the deficit -- just
like I don’t think that firing teachers or kicking students off
of financial aid is going to help our economy.  (Applause.) 
That's not going to help us compete with China and other
countries that are coming up.  
    

After all we've been through, I sure don't believe rolling
back regulations we put in place to make sure Wall Street
doesn’t act recklessly, that rolling those regulations back
somehow will help small business women here in Florida, or
laid-off construction workers get back to work. 
 
     Let me tell you, Florida, what they are selling we are not
buying.  (Applause.)  We've been there, we've tried it.  It's
not working.  We're not going back.  We’re moving forward. 
That's why I'm running for a second term for President of the
United 
States.  (Applause.)
 
     Now, I will not pretend that the path I’m offering is
quick or easy.  It's going to take more than a few years to
deal with problems that have been building up for decades.  But
let me tell you something -- when our opponent goes around
saying that the nation is in decline, he doesn’t know what he's
talking about.  (Applause.)  This is America.  We've got the
best workers in the world, the best entrepreneurs in the
world.  We’ve got the best scientists and researchers in the
world.  (Applause.)  We’ve got the best colleges and
universities in the world.  (Applause.) 
 

We are a young nation.  We've got the greatest diversity
of talent and ingenuity.  People want to come here from every
corner of the globe.  (Applause.)  So no matter what the
naysayers tell us, no matter how dark they try to make things
look for election time, there’s not another country on Earth
that wouldn’t trade places with the United States. 
(Applause.) 
 
     So I promise you our problems can be solved, and our
challenges can be met.  The path we offer may be harder, but
it will lead to a better place.  And I’m asking you to choose
that future.  I'm asking you to rally around some goals --
concrete, achievable goals in manufacturing and energy, and
education, in reducing our deficit that will lead to new jobs
and more opportunity, and it will rebuild our economy on a
stronger foundation. 
 

That’s what the next four years are about.  That’s why I’m
running for President.  (Applause.)  That's why I need your
support.  (Applause.)
 

Now, just in case some of you missed me on Thursday, I
want to lay out once again what I'm talking about with this



plan.   First, I’ve got a plan to export more products and send
fewer jobs overseas.  (Applause.)  After a decade of decline,
this country has actually created more than half a million new
manufacturing jobs over the last two and a half years. 
(Applause.)  We reinvented a dying auto industry that’s back on
top of the world.  (Applause.) 

 
Here on the Space Coast, we started a new era of American

exploration that is creating good jobs right here in this
county. (Applause.)  We've begun an ambitious new direction for
NASA by laying the groundwork for 21st century space flight and
innovation.  And just last month, we witnessed an incredible
achievement that speaks to the nation's sense of wonder and our
can-do spirit -- the United States of America landing Curiosity
on Mars.  (Applause.)

 
So this is an example of what we do when we combine our

science, our research, our ability to commercialize new
products, making them here in America. 

 
So this is where we've got a choice.  We could, as the

House Republican budget proposes, cut back on research and
technology.

 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Or we can continue to be at the cutting-
edge -- because that's what we've always been about.  We can
spark new discoveries, launch new careers, inspire the next
generation to reach for something better.  You've got that
choice.  We can make sure that not only are we investing in
great research, but the products that come out of that research
are made here in the United States.  (Applause.)
 
     We can change our tax code so we stop giving tax breaks
to companies that are shipping jobs overseas.  Let's reward
them for investing in new plants and equipment here in the
U.S., and training new workers here in the U.S., and keeping
the research and development here in the U.S., and creating
jobs right here in the U.S., making products that we sell
around the world stamped with three proud words:  Made in the
USA.  That's what we're fighting for.  That's the future we
want.  (Applause.)
 
     AUDIENCE:  U-S-A!  U-S-A!  U-S-A!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  U-S-A!
 
     AUDIENCE:  U-S-A!  U-S-A!  U-S-A!  U-S-A!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  We can help big factories and small
businesses double their exports.  And that creates jobs.  And
we can create a million new manufacturing jobs in the next four
years.  And by the way, here in Florida, you are a gateway for
this huge Latin American market that's growing.  (Applause.) 
Which is why, during the Recovery Act, we helped local
communities revamp their ports and their roads, so that we can
move more products onto those container ships that are sending
goods down to Brazil and Mexico and other parts -- Argentina,
and all across our hemisphere.
 



     And that's also why, by the way, we're attracting more
tourists from this region.  We made it easier for folks to come
visit Florida -- (applause) -- because that creates jobs right
here in Florida.  So this is all part of the notion that we
don't want to just borrow and spend -- we also want to make
stuff and sell.  (Applause.)  That's part one of the
plan.       
 
     Part two:  I’ve got a plan to control more of our own
energy.  After 30 years of inaction, we raised fuel standards
so that by the middle of the next decade, your cars or trucks
will go twice as far on a gallon of gas.  (Applause.)  That
will save you money, and it will help the environment. 
(Applause.)   
 
     We’ve doubled our use of renewable energy.  Thousands of
Americans have jobs today building wind turbines and long-
lasting batteries and solar panels that are being used right
here in Florida to generate energy.  (Applause.) 
 

I want you guys to know this.  Today, the United States of
America is less dependent on foreign oil than at any time in
nearly two decades.  (Applause.) 
 
     So now you've got a choice between a plan that reverses
this progress, or one that builds on it.  Unlike my opponent,
I’m not going to let oil companies write this country’s energy
plan, or endanger our coastlines, or collect another $4 billion
in corporate welfare from our taxpayers.  (Applause.) 
 
     We’ve got a better path, where we keep investing in wind
and solar, and clean coal technology, and farmers and
scientists harness new biofuels to power our cars and our
trucks, and where we put construction workers back to work
building factories that waste less energy, retrofitting schools
and hospitals and buildings so that they're using less energy. 
(Applause.)  Where we developed a hundred years’ supply of
natural gas that’s right beneath our feet.  And if we choose
this path, we can cut our oil imports in half by 2020, and
that alone will support 600,000 new jobs in natural gas. 
(Applause.) 
 

We can move forward, but we can't go backwards. 
(Applause.) That's what the next four years are about. 
(Applause.)     

 
Part three -- part three:  I’ve got a plan to give more

Americans the chance to gain the skills they need to compete. 
Education was the key to opportunity for me, for Michelle, for
many of you.  And so we focused on this the minute I came into
office.  And for the first time in a generation, nearly every
state has answered our call to raise their standards for
teaching and learning.  And some of the worst schools in the
country have made real progress and real gains in math and
reading.  (Applause.) 

 
Millions of students, including some students at this

institution, are paying less today for college because we took
on a system that was wasting billions of taxpayer dollars
sending it to banks; we said let's send it directly to
students.  (Applause.)  And students are paying less for their



college education because of it.  (Applause.) 
 
     So now you’ve got a choice.
 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  You're our choice!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  That's a good choice.  (Applause.) 

 
We can gut our investment in education, as the budget

being proposed by the other side would do.  Or we can decide
in the United States of America, no child should have their
dream deferred because of an overcrowded classroom or outdated
textbooks.  No family should have to set aside an acceptance
letter for college because they realize, you know what, honey,
we just can't afford it.  No company should have to look for
workers in some other country because they couldn’t find the
workers with the right skills right here in the United States. 
(Applause.)
 
     So we've got to focus on this.  Help me recruit 100,000
new math and science teachers, and improve early childhood
education, and give 2 million workers the chance to learn
skills at their  local community college that will lead
directly to a job.  (Applause.)  And help me work with colleges
and universities to cut in half the growth of tuition costs
over the next 10 years. (Applause.) 
 

We can meet that goal together.  We can help the next
generation.  (Applause.)  We can choose that future for
America. But I can only do it with you.  (Applause.)   
 
And you know what, let's make sure that we're reducing our
deficit without sticking it to the middle class.  (Applause.) 
Now, independent analysis says that my plan for reducing our
deficits would lower them by $4 trillion.  That's with a "T" --
$4 trillion.  And I’ve worked with Republicans in Congress
already to cut a trillion dollars in spending, and I’m willing
to do more.  I want to work with them.
 
     I want a tax code that's fair and simpler.  But I also
want to ask folks like me and Mr. Romney, the wealthiest
households in America, the top 2 percent, to just pay a little
bit more -- higher taxes on incomes over the first $250,000 of
their income to help reduce our deficit. (Applause.)  That's
the same rate we had when Bill Clinton was President, and we
created 23 million new jobs, the biggest surplus in history and
a whole lot of millionaires to boot.  (Applause.)  We can do
that.
 
     And, by the way, I just want to be clear -- under my
plan, first of all, 98 percent of folks who make less than
$250,000, you wouldn’t see your income taxes go up a single
dime.  (Applause.)  Because you're the ones who need relief. 
And what happens when you've got a little more money in your
pocket -- what happens?
 
     AUDIENCE:  We spend it!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  You spend it.  Maybe you buy a new
computer for your son or daughter.  Maybe you buy a new car
after 20 years of driving that old beater around.  And what



happens when you spend, then businesses have more customers,
and then they make  more profit, and then they hire more
workers, who then, in turn, go buy more products.  That's how
we grow an economy -- not from the top down; from the middle
out, from the bottom up.  (Applause.)  That's the choice in
this election.  (Applause.)    
     But what we heard in Tampa -- well, they didn’t really
say much about it, but what you see on their website, what
you've seen Republicans in Congress vote on is a different kind
of plan. President Clinton pointed out that the single biggest
thing missing from my opponent’s plan is arithmetic. 
(Applause.)  Math.  Governor Romney and his allies tell us we
can somehow lower our deficit by spending trillion more dollars
on new tax breaks for the wealthy. 
 

AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I mean, listen, you've got to do the math,

because when my opponents were asked about it today, they
couldn't.  (Laughter.)  It was like two plus one equals five. 
(Laughter.)  They couldn't answer questions about how they'd
pay for $5 trillion in new tax cuts and $2 trillion in new
defense spending without raising taxes on the middle class. 
That's not bold leadership -- that's bad math.  (Applause.) 
That gets a failing grade.     
    
     I refuse to go along with that plan.  I refuse to ask
middle-class families to give up their deductions for owning a
home or raising their kids just to pay for another tax cut for
somebody like me or Mr. Romney.  (Applause.)  I refuse to ask
students to pay more for college, or kick children out of Head
Start programs just to give millionaires a tax break. 
(Applause.)  I'm not going to eliminate health insurance for
millions of Americans who are poor or elderly or disabled, all
so those with the most can pay less.  (Applause.)  And I want
you to know, Florida, I will never turn Medicare into a
voucher.
 
     You know, I had a wonderful breakfast with two retired
couples over at Cocoa -- Gerry and Jan and John and Shirley --
they're here somewhere.  There they are, they're over there. 
And that was a good breakfast, too, wasn’t it?  It was
outstanding.  And they were wise enough to move to Florida
after they retired because they were living in very cold
weather.  And they love it here.  But we were talking about
how, after a lifetime of work, they've been able to save enough
to have a comfortable retirement, but that's only because
Medicare is there rock-solid for them; only because we have
made that commitment that says if you work hard all your life
then you should have some basic security -- not to live
lavishly, but to know that it's going to be there for you.
 
     And I have to tell you, that is going to be part of
what's at stake in this election.  Now, I've already
strengthened Medicare.  We've already added years to the life
of Medicare by getting rid of taxpayer subsidies to insurance
companies that weren’t making people any healthier, and in
fact, were making things more expensive for everybody. 
(Applause.) 
 
     So we used part of those savings to help lower the cost



of prescription drugs and offer free preventive care to
seniors.  I thought that was a good idea.  (Applause.)  For
some reason, my opponents think it's a bad idea.  So they want
to give the money back to the insurance companies and then put
them in charge of Medicare.
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  In fact, one report just said that by the
end of the next decade, our opponent's plan would mean as much
as $16 billion to $26 billion in new profits for insurance
companies.  So basically, your costs would rise by the
thousands so that their profits could rise by the billions. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  So here's the bottom line.  Their voucher
plan for Medicare would bankrupt Medicare.  Our plan
strengthens Medicare.  No American should have to spend their
golden years at the mercy of insurance companies.  They should
retire with the dignity and the respect and the care that they
have earned.  (Applause.) 
 

Yes, we will reform and strengthen Medicare for the long
haul -- but we’ll do it by reducing the cost of health care,
not by dumping those costs on to seniors.  We're not going to
do that.  (Applause.)  
 
     And while we’re at it, we’re going to keep the promise of
Social Security by taking responsible steps to strengthen it,
not by turning it over to Wall Street.  And by the way, if
you're wondering who is right on this argument about Medicare -
-
 
     AUDIENCE:  You are!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  No, no, but in case some of your friends
are wondering -- let's put it that way.  (Laughter.)  I mean,
keep in mind that the AARP, which knows a little bit about
this, they took a look at our plan when we passed Obamacare,
and they confirmed that it strengthens Medicare.  (Applause.) 
And when you look at their plan, it's confirmed that over time
a voucher system will weaken Medicare as we know it.
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  That's why we need a new governor! 
(Applause.)    
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I'm talking about the federal election
right now.  (Laughter.)
 

Now, rebuilding this economy is essential, but, as Mary
said, our prosperity at home is also linked to our security and
our policies abroad.  So I just want to remind everybody four
years ago, I promised to end the war in Iraq -- I did. 
(Applause.)  We said we'd wind down the war in Afghanistan --
and we are doing that.  (Applause.)  And a few days before
9/11, a new tower is rising above the New York skyline. 
(Applause.)  We're coming back.  Meanwhile al Qaeda is on the
path to defeat and Osama bin Laden is dead.  (Applause.)

 
So I just want you to remember when my opponent and his



vice presidential nominee are running around saying somehow
we're weakening our military -- let me tell you, as long as I’m
Commander-in-Chief, we will sustain the strongest military the
world has ever known.  (Applause.)  When our troops take off
their uniforms we will serve them as well as they have served
us -- because nobody should have to fight for a job or a roof
over their heads when they come home after serving on behalf
of the United States. (Applause.)

 
But we've got some disagreements.  My opponent says it was

"tragic" for me to end the Iraq war the way I did.  I think
he's wrong.  He won’t tell us how he’ll end the war in
Afghanistan.  I have.  My opponent wants to spend more money
on military programs that our Joint Chiefs don't even want. 
I'll use that money that we’re no longer spending on war to pay
down our debt -- (applause) -- and to put more people back to
work rebuilding roads and schools and bridges.  (Applause.) 
After a decade of war, we need to do some nation-building here
at home.  That's what we're going to do.  (Applause.)
 
     So, Florida, that's the choice that we now face.  That's
the choice that you face.  Over and over we have been told by
our opponents that the only answer, the only way are bigger tax
cuts and fewer regulations, shrink government -- because their
basic idea is that since government can't do everything, it
should do almost nothing.  If you can't afford health
insurance, hope you don't get sick.  If there's some toxic
pollution that's going into the air that our kids breathe,
well, that's the price of progress.  If you can't afford to go
to college, borrow some money from your parents.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That's what he said.  It's amazing that
you guys didn’t think of that, students.  (Laughter.)
 

But you know what, that's not who we are.  As Americans,
we insist on personal responsibility and individual
initiative.  We know you've got to work hard.  We know you're
not entitled to success, you've got to earn it.  And we honor
the small businesspeople and the strivers and the dreamers and
the risk-takers who've been the driving force between our free
enterprise system, the greatest engine of growth and prosperity
that the world has ever known.
 
     But we also believe that this country works only because
we also accept certain obligations to one another, because we
think about future generations.  (Applause.)  As citizens, we
understand it's not about what can be done for us, but what can
be done by us, together, as a nation.  (Applause.)  Together as
one people.  (Applause.)   
 

And those of you who were with me in '08 -- (applause) --
you understand this because that election was about you.  You
brought about change.  You're the reason seniors across Florida
are saving an average of $600 every year on their prescription
drug because of Obamacare.  You did that.  (Applause.)
 
     You're the reason a woman in Doral, who's already working
full-time during the day, can now afford to go to school at
night because she's getting the financial aid that she needs. 



(Applause.)  You're the reason there's families in Florida who
are able to save their homes from foreclosure, and keep that
piece of the American Dream.  You made that possible. 
 
     You're the reason why young immigrants who grew up here
and went to school here and pledged allegiance to our flag are
no longer going to be deported from the only home they've ever
known. (Applause.)  You're the reason we ended "don't ask,
don't tell" so anybody who loves this country can serve this
country.  (Applause.)  You're the reason why families are
welcoming back our brave soldiers, saying:  "Welcome home." 
(Applause.)
 
     So, Florida, you can't turn back now.
 

AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  We can't give into the cynicism that the

other side is peddling.  Because what happens, if you give up
on the idea that your voice matters, then somebody is going to
fill that void.  Oil companies will write our energy plans. 
The drug companies and the insurance companies, they'll write
our health care plans.  The folks who are writing the $10
million check who are buying this election; the people who are
trying to make it harder for you to vote; the folks who want
to tell you who to marry; the people who are trying to tell
women that they can't make up their own minds about their
health care choices -- (applause) -- they're the folks who are
going to be filling that void if you don't step up. 
(Applause.) 

 
But if you claim the power that you have, if you are

determined to move us forward, the American people cannot be
stopped.  (Applause.) 
 
     And I tell you, we've got a lot more work to do.  We've
got more good jobs to create.  We've got more good schools to
build, more great teachers to hire, more troops to bring home -
- (applause) -- more veterans to take care of.  And if you will
make some phone calls for me, and knock on some doors with me,
talk to your neighbors and your friends about what's at stake -
- if you'll register to vote, and make sure you turn out to
vote -- (applause) -- then we will finish what we started. 
(Applause.)  We will open the doors of opportunity to all who
are willing to work hard to walk through them.  (Applause.)  We
will win Florida.  (Applause.)  We will win this election. 
(Applause.)  And you and I together will remind the world why
the United States of America is the greatest nation on Earth. 
(Applause.)
 
     God bless you.  And God bless the United States of
America.  (Applause.)        
 
                             END            12:32 P.M. EDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, West Palm Beach!  (Applause.)  Oh,
it is good to be back!  (Applause.)  You know what, you guys
sound pretty fired up!  (Applause.)  You sound like you might
be ready to go.  (Applause.)  I'm telling you. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more
years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you.  Thank you.  It is good to be
back.  It is good to see some great friends in the house. 
We've got your outstanding Senator, Bill Nelson, in the house. 
(Applause.)  We've got your Mayor, Jeri Muoio, in the house. 
(Applause.)  We've got Congressman Ted Deutch in the house. 
(Applause.)  And the chairwoman of the Democratic Party, our
great friend, Debbie Wasserman Schultz is in the house. 
(Applause.)  And all of you are in the house.  (Applause.)     
 

 
Now, we just had our convention in Charlotte, North

Carolina.  (Applause.)  The people could not have been nicer. 
Michelle, she was pretty good.  (Applause.)  So I want to give
advice to young men out there -- when you marry, you marry up,
you improve the gene pool.  (Laughter.)  

 
President Clinton was amazing.  (Applause.)  Somebody sent

out a tweet right after he spoke that said, he needs to be
made secretary of explaining stuff.  (Laughter.) 

 
And then on Thursday night, I layed out the stakes in this

election.  Now, I know I may be preaching a little bit to the
choir, but -- (laughter) -- but I want you to know I'm going
to need you to then go out and preach to the unconverted. 
(Applause.) 

 
Both sides have now made their arguments.  And there's a

choice that we've got to make, and it's the clearest choice
we've seen in a generation -- not just between two candidates
or two parties, but a choice between two fundamentally
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different visions of our future.  (Applause.)
 
We want to restore the basic bargain that built the

largest middle class and the strongest economy the world has
ever known. A bargain that says hard work pays off, that
responsibility is  rewarded, that everybody does their fair
share, and everybody gets a fair shot, and everybody is playing
by the same rules -- (applause) -- from Main Street to Wall
Street to Washington, D.C. (Applause.) 
 

That's the basic bargain that led me to run for
President.  It's what allowed me and Michelle to have
extraordinary opportunities in our lives.  And we want to make
sure the next generation has those same opportunities. 
(Applause.) 

 
And we have just gone through a decade in which jobs were

being shipped overseas, and families were having trouble making
ends meet, and they were having to rack up more debt just to
pay tuition or fill up a gas tank.  And it all culminated in
the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression.

 
We spent the last three and a half years trying to recover

from all the damage that was done.  And we've made progress,
but not enough.  We've got more to do.  And so now the question
is which direction do we go.

 
AUDIENCE:  Forward!
   

     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, the Republicans, they disagree with
you. 
 

AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, no, don't boo -- vote.  (Applause.) 

Vote. 
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you, Obama!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Applause.) 
 
They had their convention here in Florida and they talked

a lot about me.  (Laughter.)  But they didn’t talk a lot about
you. They talked about everything they think is wrong with
America, but they didn’t really talk about how to make it
right.  (Applause.)  They want your vote, but they didn’t
really talk about their plan.  And that's because their plan
boils down to tax cuts, tax cuts, gut a few regulations, and
then some more tax cuts.  (Laughter.)  Tax cuts when times are
good.  Tax cuts when times are bad.  Tax cuts when we've got a
surplus.  Tax cuts when we have a deficit.  Tax cuts to help
you lose a few pounds -- (laughter) -- tax cuts to improve your
love life.  (Laughter.)  Whatever is wrong with you, they think
tax cuts, especially for folks at the top, will cure all ills. 
 

Now, I've cut taxes for folks who need it.  (Applause.) 
For middle-class families, for small businesses.  (Applause.) 
But I don't believe another round of tax cuts for millionaires
are going to bring jobs back from overseas.  I don't think
another round of tax cuts for billionaires that involve
slashing aid for students to pay for it, or asking middle-class



families to pay more, that somehow that's going to reduce the
deficit or help grow our economy.

 
I certainly don't think that it makes a lot of sense for

us to be looking at creating a voucher for Medicare to pay for
some tax cuts for folks who don't need them and weren't even
asking for them.  That's not who we are.  That's not how we
made progress in this country.

 
I don't think rolling back regulations on Wall Street so

that we don't have another taxpayer-funded bailout is a smart
idea.  (Applause.) 

 
I don't think rolling back health care that is helping

Americans all across Florida and all across the country is a
good idea.  I don't want to go backwards.  We have been
there.  (Applause.)  We have done that.  It didn't work.  We're
moving forward.  (Applause.)  That's why I'm running for a
second term as President of the United States. 

 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more
years!  Four more years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, I won't pretend that the path I'm
offering is easy.  I never have.  These problems built up over
decades are going to take more than a few years to solve.  But
we can move forward in the right direction.  And I am confident
we've got what it takes.  (Applause.)
 
     Our opponents, they've been talking about how America is
in decline.  They're wrong.  We've got the best workers in the
world, the best businesspeople in the world.  (Applause.) 
We've got the best universities in the world, the best
researchers in the world.  (Applause.)  We're a young nation. 
We're a diverse nation.  We attract talent from every corner of
the globe. 
 
     So no matter how much the other side, for political
reasons, tries to paint things as bleak, don't believe them. 
There's not another nation on Earth that wouldn't trade places
with us.  (Applause.)  Our problems can be solved.  Our
challenges can be met.  The path I offer is harder, but it
leads to a better place. I am asking you to choose that
future.  I am asking you to go forward with me.  (Applause.)  I
am asking you to go forward with me.  (Applause.)
 
     And let me tell you exactly -- let me repeat, for those
of you who didn't catch it on Thursday, what I'm talking about
when I say "moving forward."  We are going to put together a
real, achievable plan to build this economy on a stronger
foundation.  It starts with no longer shipping jobs overseas. 
(Applause.)  Let's export goods made here in America. 
(Applause.) 
    
     After a decade of decline, we've now created half a
million jobs over the last two years just in manufacturing.  We
reinvented a dying auto industry that's back on top. 
(Applause.) So we can take Mr. Romney's advice and continue to
give even more tax breaks to companies that are shipping jobs
overseas, or we can reward companies that are investing in new
jobs and new workers and new factories here in the United



States of America.  That's what we're fighting for. 
(Applause.) 
 
     I want to help American factories and small businesses
export more.  We can create a million new manufacturing jobs
the next four years.  You can make that happen. 
 
     The second part of our plan -- let's control our own
energy. (Applause.)  After 30 years of inaction, we raised fuel
standards so that by the middle of the next decade, your cars
and trucks will go twice as far on the same gallon of gas. 
(Applause.)  That's good for your pocketbook.  It's good for
the environment. (Applause.)
 
     We've doubled our use of renewable energy like wind and
solar.  Today, thousands of Americans have jobs building wind
turbines and long-lasting batteries.  And today, the United
States is less dependent on foreign oil than at any time in
nearly two decades.  (Applause.)
 
     So you have a choice.  We can build on that progress, or
we can reverse it like my opponent recommends. 
 

AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I think he's wrong.  Don't boo, vote. 

(Applause.) 
 
Unlike my opponent, I don't intend to let oil companies

write our country's energy plan or endanger our coastlines. 
And I don't want them to keep collecting $4 billion of
corporate welfare from our taxpayers.  (Applause.) 

 
We've got a better path.  We keep investing in wind and

solar, clean coal technology, farmers and scientists harnessing
new biofuels to power our cars and trucks, construction workers
building homes and factories that are more energy efficient --
developing a hundred years' supply of natural gas. 
(Applause.)  We can cut our oil imports in half by 2020 and
support more than 600,000 new jobs in natural gas alone. 
That's moving forward.  We're not going backwards.  (Applause.)

 
Third, we're going to build on the reforms we have

initiated and make sure that Americans are getting the chance
to get the skills they need to compete in this 21st century
economy.  Education was the key to opportunity for me, the key
to opportunity for Michelle, the key to opportunity for many of
you. It's the gateway to a middle-class life.  (Applause.)

 
And that's why, for the first time in a generation, we

pushed every state almost, to answer our call to raise
standards for teaching and learning.  Some of the worst schools
in the nation have made real gains in reading and math. 
(Applause.)  Millions of students are saving money, paying less
for college, because of the work we did to keep the student
loan program on track and improve the Pell Grant program. 
(Applause.)

 
So you can take their advice and gut education.  Or we can

decide in the United States, no child should have her dream
deferred because of an overcrowded classroom, or because a



family can't afford to send her to college.  No company should
have to look for a worker someplace else because they couldn't
find the right skills for workers here in the United States. 
(Applause.)

 
So I need you to help me recruit 100,000 new math and

science teachers, improve early childhood education. 
(Applause.) Let's provide 2 million more workers the chance to
learn skills at community colleges for jobs that are out there
right now.  And let's work with colleges and universities to
lower tuition, because it is not a luxury for young people.  It
is a necessity. That's what I mean when I say we need to move
forward, not backwards.  (Applause.)  

 
We can meet these goals together.  My plan would reduce

our deficit without sticking it to the middle class. 
(Applause.)  Independent analysis shows my plan would reduce
our deficit by $4 trillion.  We've got the math all done. 
We've laid it out there. People have evaluated it.  People have
analyzed it.  I've already worked with the Republicans in
Congress to cut a trillion dollars' worth of spending.  And I'm
willing to do more with Republicans. 

 
I want to reform our tax code, so that's it's simple and

it's fair.  But I also think it makes sense for folks like me
to pay higher taxes on our incomes over $250,000 -- the same
rate Bill Clinton had when he was President, the same rate that
created 23 million new jobs, the biggest budget surplus in
history, a lot of millionaires to boot.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, I guess my opponent has a plan.  But there's one

thing missing from it --
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Arithmetic. 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Arithmetic.  (Applause.)  Give that young

lady an A.  (Applause.)  She's been doing her homework. 
 
When Governor Romney and his allies in Congress say that

the most important thing is to lower our deficit, and then he
starts by calling for trillions of dollars more in new tax
breaks for wealthy folks -- and they were asked about it
today.  They couldn't answer.  (Laughter.)  They couldn't
answer the question of how -- you already have deficits, you
add $5 trillion of new tax cuts, $2 trillion in new defense
spending, and somehow you're going to close the deficit without
raising taxes on middle-class families?  They did not take
their arithmetic course.  (Applause.)  They need to talk to
this young lady and get some tutoring.  (Applause.)  They need
to stay after school.  (Applause.)  They need to get some extra
study hall in there.  No recess for you.  (Laughter.) 
 
     Look, I refuse to go along with a plan that asks middle-
class families to give up their deductions for owning a home or
raising their kids just to pay for another millionaire's tax
cut. I refuse to ask students to pay more for college, or kick
children out of Head Start programs, or eliminate health
insurance for millions of Americans who are poor and elderly or
disabled just so those with the most can pay less.  (Applause.)
 
     And I want you to hear me now -- I will never turn



Medicare into a voucher.  We won’t do that.  (Applause.) 
Here’s what you need to know.  I have strengthened Medicare. 
We’ve added years to the life of Medicare.  We did it by
getting rid of taxpayer subsidies to insurance companies that
weren’t making people healthier.  The other side knows that. 
In fact, it was in their budget -- all the savings we
achieved.  Now they're pretending like somehow it affected
beneficiaries when they know it doesn't.
 

We took that money that was going to the insurance
companies, used part of it to help lower prescription drug
costs for seniors, to offer preventive care for seniors.  We
thought that was a good idea.  They may think it’s a bad idea,
but I don't.  They want to give the money back to the insurance
companies, put them in charge of Medicare. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  There was one report that just said that
by the end of the next decade under their plan, you would see
as much as $16 billion to $26 billion in new profits for
insurance companies, paid for by taxpayers.  Why would we do
that?  The cost to folks who are currently on Medicare could
rise by thousands of dollars so that insurance companies are
making those billions of dollars in profits.  That's not a good
plan.
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  So here’s the bottom line:  Their plan
bankrupts Medicare over the long term, and actually over the
short term means the trust fund runs out of money by 2016. 
Our plan strengthens Medicare.  I believe no American should
ever have to spend their golden years at the mercy of
insurance companies.  I believe every American who works hard
should be able to retire with the dignity that they have
earned.  (Applause.)
 
     And I want to be honest with you -- I want to be honest
with you.  We’re going to have to strengthen Medicare for the
long haul, and that requires some reforms.  But we’ll do it by
reforming the way that health care delivery system works so
that we’re reducing the costs of health care -- not by asking
seniors to pay thousands of dollars more.
 
     And we’re going to keep the promise of Social Security by
taking the responsible steps to strengthen it, not by turning
it over to Wall Street.  (Applause.) 
 
     Now, our prosperity at home is linked to our policies
abroad, and I’ve got a track record that you can look at.  I
said I’d end the war in Iraq -- I did.  (Applause.)  I said
we’d begin bringing troops home from Afghanistan -- and we
are.  (Applause.) And while a new tower rises above the New
York skyline, and as we pause to remember those that were lost
this coming Tuesday on September 11th, we know that al Qaeda
is on the path to defeat and Osama bin Laden is dead. 
(Applause.)
 
     So we’ve got a track record that you can look at.  And as
long as I’m Commander-in-Chief, we will sustain the strongest



military the world has ever known.  Our troops when they take
off those uniforms, we will serve them as well as they’ve
served us because they shouldn’t have to fight for a job when
they come home.  (Applause.)
 
     But my opponent has a different idea.  He said the way we
ended the war in Iraq was "tragic" -- doesn't have a plan to
end the war in Afghanistan.  But you know what, if you don't
even mention Afghanistan that's a problem when you accept the
nomination.  So I’m assuming he doesn't have a plan. 
(Applause.)  
     And while my opponent would spend more money on military
programs that our Joint Chiefs don't even want, at a time when
we’re supposed to be reducing our deficit, I’d use the money
that we’re no longer spending on war to pay down our debt, and
put more people back to work rebuilding bridges and roads and
schools and runways.  We need to do some nation-building here
at home.  That's what we need to do.  (Applause.)
 
     So that's the choice we now face.  That's what this
election comes down to.  The other side says bigger tax cuts
and fewer regulations are the only way.  They basically argue,
you know what, since government can't do everything, it should
do almost nothing.  If you don't have health care, hope you
don't get sick. If you can't afford college, borrow money from
your parents. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That's what he said.  I quoted him.  I
didn’t make that up.  (Laughter.)
 
     We've got a different idea.  That's not what America is
about.  We believe in individual initiative.  We believe you're
not entitled to success, you've got to earn it.  We believe in
hard work.  We believe in rewarding the dreamers and the risk-
takers and the strivers, the small businesspeople who make this
country run.  (Applause.)  We believe in the free enterprise
system.  But we also believe we've got obligations to one
another.  (Applause.)  We also believe this country only works
when we're thinking about future generations, not just this
one. (Applause.) 
 
     We understand America is not just about what can be done
for us, but what can be done by us, together, as one people, as
one nation.  (Applause.)  That's what we believe.  That's what
we mean when we say we're going forward.  (Applause.) 
 
     Four years ago, because you believed, because of your
efforts, we were able to bring about change we hadn’t seen in
decades.  (Applause.)  You're the reason that seniors here in
Florida are paying about $600 less for prescription drugs
because of Obamacare.  You did that.  (Applause.)  You're the
reason that there are folks all across this state who can now
afford to go to college.  You're the reason that happened. 
(Applause.) 
 
     You're the reason that all across this state people who
were in danger of losing their homes were able to stay in
their homes. That's because of you.  You made that possible. 
(Applause.)  You're the reason that a young immigrant who grew



up here and went to school here and pledges allegiance to our
flag will no longer be deported from the country that they
love.  (Applause.)
 
     You're the reason we ended "don't ask, don't tell."
 (Applause.)  You're the reason that families are able to say
to their loved ones who served so bravely:  "Welcome Home." 
You're the reason.  (Applause.) 
 
     But we've got a long way to go.  Now, you know, sometimes
on a journey you get tired, and there will be voices that
whisper in your head to be cynical, to think you can't make
it.  You've got to turn that away.  You can't buy into that
cynicism, the notion that change isn’t possible -- because if
you don't believe it, it won't happen.  If you give up, then
the other voices will fill the vacuum -- the lobbyists and the
special interests, the folks who are writing the $10 million
checks to run all those negative ads.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  The folks who are trying to make it harder
for you to vote; Washington politicians who want to decide who
can get married, and control choices that women should be
making about their own health care.  (Applause.)  That's what's
going to fill the vacuum.
 
     We can't let that happen, Florida.  We've come too far to
turn back now.  (Applause.)  If you're not registered to vote,
I need you to register.  Go to GottaRegister.com.  (Applause.) 
If you don't know how to vote -- maybe you're 17, turning 18,
first time -- go to GottaVote.com.  (Applause.)  If you're
already registered and you're already going to be voting, then
you've got to grab your friends, you've got to grab your
neighbors, you've got to grab your cousins, your aunts and your
uncles -- (applause) -- you've got to corner your -- and your
grandparents. (Laughter.)  You've got to talk to your co-
workers.  Don't just talk to each other -- go find some of
your Republican friends.  (Applause.)  They're good people. 
They're good people.  They just need more information from
you.  (Laughter.)
 
     Go talk to some independents.  Make some phone calls. 
Knock on some doors.  (Applause.)  Volunteer.  (Applause.)  We
need you to work hard.  We've got less than two months left,
but let me tell you something -- if you give it your all for
these next two months, I'm confident we're going to get there. 
(Applause.)  We can't let up now -- because we've got more good
jobs to create, we've got more homegrown energy to generate. 
(Applause.)  We've got more good schools to build and more
great teachers to hire.  (Applause.)  We've got more young
people to send to college.  (Applause.)  We've got more troops
to bring home.  (Applause.)  We've got more vets to take care
of.  (Applause.)  We've got more doors of opportunity we've got
to open up to everybody who's willing to fight for it and work
for it.
 
     And if you do, we'll win Palm Beach County.  (Applause.) 
And if we win Palm Beach County, we will win Florida.
(Applause.) And if we win Florida, we win this election. 
(Applause.)  We'll finish what we started, and remind the world



why the United States of America is the greatest nation on
Earth. (Applause.)
 
     God bless you.  God bless America.  (Applause.)
 
                            END           5:45 P.M.
EDT        
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, everybody!  (Applause.)  Hello,
George Mason!  (Applause.)  Hello, Patriots!  (Applause.)  It's
good to see you guys!  (Applause.)  Thank you.  Thank you. 
(Applause.)  Thank you.  Thank you so much. 
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years! 
(Applause.) 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you!  Everybody, have a seat.  Have
a seat.  Thank you.  Well, it is good to be here.  (Applause.)
 

I am so proud to have Katherine's support.  Can you give
her a big round of applause for that great introduction? 
(Applause.) It’s also good to know that we've got the former
governor and next United States senator from the Commonwealth
of Virginia -- Tim Kaine.  (Applause.)  And your Congressman,
Jerry Connolly.  (Applause.)  And it’s good to see all of you! 
 

So, one month.  (Applause.)  Just one month from tomorrow,
Virginia, you’re going to step into a voting booth, and you are
going to have a very big choice to make.  I know folks in this
crowd may have already made some decisions, but -- (applause) -
- but for the undecideds that are here -- (laughter) -- as well
as those who are watching today, I've said this before, this is
a choice not just between two candidates or two parties, but a
choice between two fundamentally different visions for
America. 
 

And today I believe that as a nation, we are moving
forward again.  We're moving forward.  (Applause.)  Now, after
losing about 800,000 jobs a month when I took office, our
businesses have now added 5.2 million new jobs over the past
two and a half years.  (Applause.)  This morning, we found out
that the unemployment rate has fallen to its lowest level since
I took office.  (Applause.)  More Americans entered the
workforce.  More people are getting jobs.   
 

Now, every month reminds us that we’ve still got too many
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of our friends and neighbors who are looking for work.  And
there are too many middle-class families that are still
struggling to pay the bills -- they were struggling long before
the crisis hit. But today’s news certainly is not an excuse to
try to talk down the economy to score a few political points. 
It’s a reminder that this country has come too far to turn back
now.  (Applause.)

 
Because of your strength and resilience, the strength and

resilience of the American people, we have made too much
progress to return to the policies that led to the crisis in
the first place.  I can’t allow that to happen.  I won’t allow
that to happen.  And that is why I’m running for a second term
as President of the United States.  (Applause.)  
 

I have seen too much pain, seen too much struggle, to let
this country get hit with another round of top-down economics. 
One of the main reasons we had this crisis is because big banks
on Wall Street were allowed to make big bets with other
people’s money on the line -- and now Governor Romney wants to
roll back the rules we put in place to stop that behavior? 
That’s not going to happen.  That is not going to happen. 
(Applause.) 
 

One of the main reasons record surpluses under Bill
Clinton were turned into record deficits under George Bush is
because we put two wars and two tax cuts on a credit card --
and now Governor Romney wants another $5 trillion in tax cuts
that he can’t pay for?  Not if I have anything to say about
it.  (Applause.)  That’s not going to happen.  We are not going
to let this country fall backward -- not now, not with so much
at stake.  We’ve got to move forward.  (Applause.) 

 
We need to invest in small business and manufacturers who

create jobs here in the United States.  We need to recruit
100,000 math and science teachers, train 2 million workers at
community college, bring down the cost of college tuition. 
(Applause.) 

 
We need to cut our oil imports in half and create

thousands more jobs in clean energy.  We need to use the
savings from ending the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to help
pay down our deficit and put people back to work doing some
nation-building right here at home.  That’s the agenda we
need.  (Applause.)  That’s how you strengthen the middle
class.  That’s how you keep moving forward.  That is the choice
in this election.  And that’s why I’m running for a second
term.  (Applause.)  That’s what we need. 

 
My opponent has been trying to do a two-step and

reposition -- (laughter) -- and got an extreme makeover. 
(Laughter and applause.)  But the bottom line is his underlying
philosophy is the top-down economics that we’ve seen before. 
He thinks that if we just spend another $5 trillion on tax
cuts that, yes, are skewed towards the wealthiest, if we get
rid of more regulations on Wall Street then our problems will
be solved.  Jobs and prosperity will rain down from the sky. 
The deficits will magically disappear.  We will live happily
ever after.  (Laughter.)  
 

Even though he’s been proposing this plan for months now,



he’s had a little trouble explaining just how it would work
without blowing a hole in the deficit or making middle-class
families pick up the tab.  The other night, he ruled out asking
millionaires and billionaires to pay even a dime more in
taxes.  He said there’s no way that he’d close the loophole
that gives big oil companies billions each year in corporate
welfare.  Ending tax breaks for corporations that move jobs and
profits overseas?  He’d never heard of such a thing. 
(Laughter.)  Who knew?  Who knew?  (Applause.)
 

When he was asked what he’d actually do to cut spending
and reduce the deficit, his big example is to go after public
television.  (Laughter.)  So for all you moms and kids out
there, don’t worry -- someone is finally getting tough on Big
Bird.  (Laughter.)  Rounding him up.  Elmo has got to watch
out, too.  (Laughter.)  Governor Romney plans to let Wall
Street run wild again, but he’s going to bring down the hammer
on "Sesame Street."  It makes perfect sense.   (Laughter and
applause.)
 

Virginia, we can’t afford to double down on the same old
top-down economic policies that caused this mess in the first
place.  We cannot afford another round of tax cuts for the
wealthy.  We can’t afford to gut our investments in education,
or clean energy, or research and technology.  We can’t afford
to roll back regulations on Wall Street banks or oil companies
or insurance companies.  That is not a jobs plan.  It’s not a
plan to grow our economy.  It’s sure not a plan to strengthen
our middle class. 

 
We have been there.  We have tried that.  We’re not going

back.  We are moving forward.  We’ve got a different view about
how we create jobs and prosperity in this country. 
(Applause.) 

 
This country doesn’t just succeed when just a few are

doing well at the top.  It succeeds when the middle class gets
bigger. Our economy doesn’t grow from the top down -- it grows
from the middle out.  We don’t believe that anybody is entitled
to success in this country, but we do believe in opportunity. 
We believe in a country where hard work pays off and
responsibility is rewarded, and everybody is getting a fair
shot and everybody is doing their fair share and everybody is
playing by the same rules.  (Applause.)  

 
That's the country we believe in.  That’s what we’ve been

fighting for over the last four years.  That’s what we are
going to put in place in the next four years if you reelect me
as President of the United States of America.  That's what
we’re going to do.  (Applause.)
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more
years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, today, I also want to talk about
economic issues that didn’t get enough attention in the debate
the other night, and that’s economic issues that have a direct
impact on women, and as a consequence have a direct impact on
families.  When it comes to the economy, it’s bad enough that
our opponents want to take us back to the failed policies of
the last decade.  When it comes to a woman’s right to make her



own health care choices, they want to take us back to the
policies of the 1950s.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  This election is your chance to make sure

that doesn’t happen, Virginia.  The decisions that affect a
woman’s health aren’t up to politicians; they're not up to
insurance companies -- they’re up to you.  (Applause.)  
They're up to you.  You deserve a President who will fight to
keep it that way. That’s the President I’ve been.  That’s the
President I’ll be if you give me a second term.  (Applause.) 

 
You don't have to take me at my word, you can look at my

record.  Four years ago, I said I’d pass health reform before
the end of my first term.  Thanks to your help, that’s what we
did.  (Applause.)  The new health care law helps make sure you
don’t have to worry about going broke just because you or a
loved one gets sick.  Insurance companies can no longer put
lifetime limits on your care, or jack up your premiums without
reason, or drop your coverage when you need it most.  They can
no longer discriminate against children with preexisting
conditions.  (Applause.)  And soon, they will no longer be able
to deny you coverage based on preexisting conditions like
breast cancer, or charge you more for the same care just
because you’re a woman.  (Applause.) 
 

This law has already allowed nearly 7 million young adults
under the age of 26 to sign up and stay on their parent's
health care plan.  (Applause.)  It’s already saved millions of
seniors on Medicare hundreds of dollars on their prescription
medicine.  And millions of Americans have actually gotten a
rebate from their insurance company if that company -- you’ve
got one? -- (applause) -- see?  I just want to tell you, she’s
not a plant.  (Laughter.)  I mean, she’s a supporter, but I
didn’t know about  -- (laughter) -- but you get a rebate if the
insurance company spent too much money on administrative costs
and CEO bonuses, and not enough on your health care.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Thank you!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  This law has secured new access to

preventive care like mammograms and cancer screenings with no
copay, no deductible, no out-of-pocket cost for more than 20
million women.  (Applause.) 

 
And now most health plans are beginning to cover the cost

of contraceptive care, which is vital for women’s health. 
(Applause.)  Doctors prescribe contraception not only for
family planning, but as a way to reduce the risk of ovarian and
other cancers.  And it’s good for our health care system in
general -- because we know the overall cost of care is lower
when women have access to contraceptive services.
 

Now, before this new law, many health care plans charged
high deductibles or copays for these preventive services, or
they just didn’t cover them that all.  According to one study,
more than half of all women put off the care they needed
because of that.  How many of you have gone without the care
you needed or the checkup you knew just because you were
worried that the insurance copay would go too high, and you



couldn’t afford gas, or groceries, or your kid’s new soccer
uniform?  (Applause.)  So you have had to make choices and
sacrifices. 
 

I don’t think a working mom in Arlington should have to
wait to get a mammogram just because money is tight. 
(Applause.)  I don’t think a college student in Fairfax or
Charlottesville should have to choose between textbooks or the
preventive care that she needs.  That's why we passed this law,
and I am proud of it.  It was the right thing to do, and we
are going to keep it.  (Applause.) 
 

Now, my opponent has a different view.  The other night,
he said he’d repeal Obamacare as soon as he took office.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo -- vote.  Vote.  (Applause.) 

Vote.
 
But after he said that, then he backtracked and said, no,

wait, at least I’ll make sure to cover folks with preexisting
conditions.  And then I explained, well, actually, your plan
doesn’t do that.  And then his campaign had to come out and
say, actually, that’s not true, our plan wouldn’t do that. 
(Laughter.)  So Governor Romney was fact-checked by his own
campaign.  (Laughter.)  That’s rough.  That’s rough. 
(Applause.) Even they know his plan would take away coverage
for tens of millions of Americans.
 

Governor Romney said he’d "get rid of" Planned Parenthood
funding.  Apparently this, along with Big Bird, is driving the
deficits.  (Laughter.)  And he would have supported an extreme
measure in Massachusetts that would have outlawed some forms of
contraception.  He joined the far right of his party to support
a bill that would allow any employer to deny contraceptive
coverage to their employees.  I mean, think about that -- your
boss telling you what’s best for your health and safety.
 

Let me tell you something, Virginia -- I don’t think your
boss should control the care you get.  I don’t think insurance
companies should control the care you get.  I definitely don’t
think politicians on Capitol Hill should control the care you
get.  We’ve seen some of their attitudes.  We’ve read about
those.  I think there’s one person who gets to make decisions
about your health care -- that’s you.  (Applause.) 
 

My opponent has called himself "severely conservative,"
but let me tell you something, there’s nothing conservative --
as Catherine made clear -- there’s nothing conservative about a
government that prevents a woman from making her own health
care decisions.  Governor Romney talks about freedom, but
freedom is the ability to determine the care you need, when you
need it.

 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Freedom is the ability to change jobs or

start your own business without the fear of losing your health
insurance.  Freedom is the knowledge that you’ll no longer be
charged more than men for the same health care, or denied



affordable coverage just because you've beat cancer. 
(Applause.)
 

And at a time when women make up nearly half the workforce
and an increasing share of family breadwinners, these are not
just health issues or women’s issues -- these are economic
issues that are vital and affect every family in America.  They
matter. (Applause.)  When a woman is the main breadwinner for
her family, but takes home less pay for the same work as a man
does because she’s a woman, that is not right.  (Applause.) 

When my opponent’s campaign was asked if he’d support
legislation giving women the tools to fight for an equal day’s
pay for an equal day’s work, he said "we’ll get back to you on
that."  And since then, he's refused to explain his position. 
You've already got my answer:  Upholding the principle of equal
pay for equal work -- that was one of the first bills that I
signed into law.  (Applause.) 

 
I've named two extraordinary women who understand these

issues on the Supreme Court, the highest court in the land. 
(Applause.)  And remember, the next President, the next
Congress could tip the balance of the Court in a way that turns
back the clock for women and their families for decades to
come.  The choice between going backward and moving forward has
never been so clear.
 

Virginia, we don’t need a President who’s promised to
rubber-stamp the top-down agenda of the Republicans in this
Congress.  We don’t want to go backward.  We've got to go
forward. 

 
From the day we began this campaign, we’ve always said

that real change takes time.  It takes more than one year or
one term or even one President.  It takes more than one party. 
It certainly can’t happen if you’re willing to write off half
the nation before you even take office.  (Applause.)  
 

People forget; back in 2008, 47 percent of the country
didn’t vote for me.  But on the night of the election, I said
to all those Americans, I said, I may not have won your vote,
but I hear your voices and I need your help, and I will be
your President, too.  (Applause.)
 

And, Virginia, I don’t know how many of you will vote for
me this time around, but I promise you -- (applause) -- no
matter how many do, I will be your President, too.  No matter
what, I'll be fighting for you.  Because I'm not just fighting
for Democratic jobs or Republican jobs -- I’m fighting for
American jobs.  (Applause.)  I’m not just fighting for good
schools in blue states or red states -- I’m fighting for good
schools in the United States.  (Applause.)  

 
The values that we are fighting for and care about of hard

work and looking out for one another, those are not rich values
or poor values, or business values or worker values, or red,
white, black, Asian -- it doesn't matter -- they are American
values.  (Applause.)  They are American values.  And if we
rally around a new economic patriotism together, if we reclaim
our values, we will rebuild this economy, we'll strengthen the
middle class. 



 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  We'll keep moving forward.  (Applause.)

 
I am confident our politics is not as divided as our

politics suggest. 
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  That's why I love you!  (Applause.)
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I believe we've got more in common than

the pundits are willing to tell you.  I still believe in you,
and I hope you still believe in me.  (Applause.)  And if you
are willing to get out there and make some phone calls, and
knock on some doors, beat the pavement -- if you'll vote for me
in November -- (applause) -- we will win Fairfax County again. 
(Applause.)  We'll win Virginia again.  (Applause.)  We'll
finish what we started.  And I'll remind the world, alongside
you, why it is that the United States of America is the
greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.)
 
     God bless you, Virginia.  Thank you.  (Applause.)  God
bless the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 
                             END               11:43 A.M.
EDT  
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, San Francisco!  (Applause.)  Thank
you!  (Applause.)  Thank you, guys.  (Applause.)  Thank you. 
(Applause.)  Thank you, everybody.  I love you back.  Thank
you, everybody.  (Applause.)

Now, there are a couple of people I want to acknowledge
who are here tonight.  First of all, give it up for your mayor,
Ed Lee, in the house.  (Applause.)  Your attorney general,
Kamala Harris, is here.  (Applause.)  Got a couple of
outstanding members of Congress -- Barbara Lee and Pete Stark.
 (Applause.)  It appears that John Legend and Michael Franti
did a pretty good job of firing you up.  (Applause.) 

And we’ve got two San Francisco 49ers, Alex Smith -- your
quarterback Alex Smith, that tight-end Vernon Davis. 
(Applause.)  I’ve had a chance to meet them.  They seem like
wonderful young men and just so impressive and poised.  So I
can’t help but wish them the best of luck until they play my
Bears in Week 11.

AUDIENCE:  Booo --
THE PRESIDENT:  What happened, what happened?  Come on. 

(Laughter.)  Now, I know that was quite a show.  You guys have
been having fun.  But now we’ve got to get down to business. 
We’re here because we’ve got some work to do.  We’re here
because we’ve got an election to win.  (Applause.)  We’re here
because everything we fought for in 2008 is on the line in
2012.  And I’m going to need your help to finish what we
started.  (Applause.)

Now, four years ago, I made a few commitments to you.  I
told you I’d end the war in Iraq, and I did.  (Applause.)  I
said I’d end the war in Afghanistan, and we are.  (Applause.) 
I said we’d refocus on the people who actually attacked us on
9/11 -- and today, al Qaeda is on its heels and Osama bin
Laden is no more.  (Applause.)  

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for middle-class
families, and we have by $3600.  (Applause.)  I promised to cut
taxes for small business owners, and we have 18 times.  We got
back every dime used to rescue the banks, and we passed a law
to end taxpayer-funded Wall Street bailouts for good. 
(Applause.)

We passed health care reform, also known as, aka Obamacare
-- (applause) -- and we did so because I do care.  I care that
folks with preexisting conditions can still get insurance.  I
care that your insurance companies don’t jerk you around.  I
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care that we make sure that being a woman is not considered a
preexisting condition and an excuse to pay people more. 
(Applause.) 

I told you that we would make sure that nobody who serves
this country so bravely will ever be kicked out of the military
because of who they are or who they love.  We ended “don’t
ask, don’t tell.”  (Applause.) 

When Governor Romney said we should let Detroit go
bankrupt, we said I don’t think we’re going to take your
business advice.  We reinvented a dying auto industry that’s
now back on top of the world.  (Applause.) 

Three years -- three years after the worst economic crisis
of our lifetimes, our businesses have created more than 5
million new jobs.  (Applause.)  This past Friday, we found out
that the unemployment rate had fallen from a height of 10
percent down to 7.8 [percent], the lowest level since I took
office.  (Applause.)  Manufacturers are coming back to
America.  Home values are on the rise. 

We are not there yet.  We’re not where we need to be
yet.  There are still too many Americans looking for work, too
many families who are having trouble paying the bills, too many
homes underwater, too many young people burdened with debt from
going to school.  But if there’s one thing I know, it is
this:  We have come too far to turn back now.  (Applause.) 

The last thing we can afford, California, right now is
four years of the very same policies that led us into the mess
in the first place.  We’ve spent four years cleaning it up. 
We don’t want another mess.  We can’t allow that to happen.  I
won’t allow it to happen.  And that’s why I’m running for a
second term for President of the United States of America. 
(Applause.)   

I’ve seen too much pain and too much struggle to let this
country get hit with another round of top-down economics.  The
centerpiece of my opponent Governor Romney’s economic plan is a
$5 trillion tax cut skewed towards the wealthy.  He’s been
pitching this plan for almost two years now. 

AUDIENCE:  Booo --
THE PRESIDENT:  No, no -- don’t boo, vote.  (Applause.) 

He stood up on stage during one of the primary debates, proudly
promised that he -- that his tax cuts would include the top 1
percent.  He promised this.  But most of the economists who
crunched the numbers said Governor Romney’s plan would either
blow up the deficit or raise taxes on the middle class.  It’s
one or the other.  That's how arithmetic works.  (Laughter and
applause.) 

So a few weeks ago, you can start seeing he’s figuring
out, well, this isn’t maybe selling that well.  (Laughter.) 
And then, a few nights ago -- (laughter) -- suddenly a guy
pretending to be Mitt Romney stood on a stage next to me --
(laughter and applause) -- and said he’s changing his plan.  He
is just going to pretend it doesn’t exist.  What $5 trillion
tax cut?  (Laughter.)  I don’t know anything about a $5
trillion tax cut.  Don’t pay attention to that tax cut behind
the curtain.  (Laughter.)  During the debate he said, “There is
no economist who can say Mitt Romney’s tax plan adds $5
trillion to the deficit if I say I will not add to the deficit
with my tax plan.”  (Laughter.) 
     Thanks for clearing that up.  (Laughter.)  We’ll take your
word for it.  (Laughter.)  This was almost as believable as
when he said he’d bring down our deficit by going after what
has been the biggest driver of our debt and deficits over the



last decade -- public television, PBS.  (Laughter.)  You didn’t
know this, but for all you moms and kids out there, you should
have confidence that finally somebody is cracking down on Big
Bird.  (Laughter.)  Elmo has been seen in a white Suburban. 
He’s driving for the border.  (Laughter.)  Oscar is hiding out
in his trashcan.  (Laughter.)  We’re cracking down on them. 
Governor Romney’s plan is to let Wall Street run wild again,
but he’s going to bring the hammer down on “Sesame Street.” 
(Laughter and applause.)
     Listen, after the debate, I had a bunch of folks come to
me -- “Don't be so polite, don’t be so nice.”  (Laughter and
applause.)  But I want everybody to understand something --
what was being presented wasn’t leadership, that's
salesmanship.  (Applause.)  And we cannot afford another round
of tax cuts for the wealthy.  We can’t afford to gut
investments in education or clean energy or research and
technology.  We can’t afford to roll back regulations on Wall
Street banks, or major polluters, or insurance companies.  That
is not a jobs plan.  That’s not a plan to grow the economy. 
That’s not change we can believe in.  That's a relapse.  We
have been there.  We have tried that.  We are not going back,
we are moving forward.  That's why you’re here.  That's why I’m
here.  That's why I’m running for a second term as President of
the United States.  (Applause.) 

AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
     THE PRESIDENT:  We have a different vision about how you
create jobs and prosperity in America.  We have to change our
tax code so it stops rewarding companies that are shipping jobs
overseas.  I want to reward small businesses and manufacturers
who are investing and taking route right here in the United
States of America.  (Applause.) 
     We can create more jobs controlling our own energy.  After
30 years of inaction, we raised fuel standards so that by the
middle of the next decade, your cars and trucks will go twice
as far on a gallon of gas.  (Applause.)  That's good for our
economy.  It’s good for our national security.  It’s good for
our environment.  And today, the United States of America is
less dependent on foreign oil than at any time in the last two
decades.  (Applause.) 
     So we don’t want to reverse that progress.  We’ve got to
build on it.  My plan would cut our oil imports in half.  And
we can invest in the clean energy that’s creating thousands of
jobs all across America right now -- (applause) -- wind power
and solar power and clean coal, fuel-efficient cars and long-
lasting batteries.  We’re producing oil and natural gas at
record rates.  But we have to make sure that we’re also
grabbing for the future.  We can’t cede that to somebody else. 
     And unlike my opponent, I will not allow oil companies to
collect another $4 billion every single year in taxpayer-funded
corporate welfare.  (Applause.)  I’m not going to let China win
the race for clean energy technologies.  I want to see those
technologies developed right here in California, right here in
the United States of America.  (Applause.)  And as I said at
the convention, yes, my plan will continue to reduce carbon
pollution because climate change is not a hoax.  (Applause.) 
Droughts, floods, wildfires -- they’re not a joke.  They’re a
threat to our kids’ future.  That's what we’re fighting for. 

I believe we’ve got to have the best education system in
the world.  (Applause.)  That will create jobs.  That's good
for business -- making sure that everybody has the skills they
need to compete and to be good citizens.  Education is the



reason I’m standing here today.  (Applause.)  It’s why Michelle
was able to do everything she’s done in her life.  It’s true
for so many of all the folks here. 

So now we’ve got a choice.  We can gut education to pay
for tax breaks that we don't need, or we can recruit 100,000
new math and science teachers -- (applause) -- focus on early
childhood education, provide job training for 2 million more
workers in our community colleges, help to lower tuition costs
for our students going to college.  We can meet those goals. 
That's what we’re fighting for.  That's what's at stake in the
next 29 days.  That's why I’m running for a second term as
President.  (Applause.) 
     I want to use some of the money we’re saving from ending
the wars in Iraq and winding down our efforts in Afghanistan to
pay down our deficit; put people back to work all across
America rebuilding roads and bridges, airports and schools. 
Infrastructure -- that's what I’m talking about.  (Laughter.) 
I’m pitching, you’re catching.
     Governor Romney, he has a different view.  He said it was
tragic to end the war in Iraq.  In a speech today, he doubled
down on that belief.  He said ending the war was a mistake.  I
disagree.  Bringing our troops home was the right thing to do. 
(Applause.)
     And every brave American who wears the uniform of this
country should know that as long as I’m Commander-in-Chief we
will sustain the strongest military the world has ever known. 
And when our troops take off their uniforms, we will serve them
as well as they’ve served us -- because nobody who has fought
for us should have to fight for a job or a roof over their
heads when they come home.  (Applause.)
     And yes, we need to cut our deficit and reduce our debt.
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you.
     THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Laughter.)  But we do
have to reduce our debt and our deficits, and I’ve put forward
a $4 trillion plan to get it done over the next 10 years. 
We’ve already worked with Democrats and Republicans to cut a
trillion dollars in spending.  I am ready to do more.  But we
cannot just cut our way to prosperity.  We cannot get this done
unless we ask the wealthiest households to pay higher taxes on
incomes over $250,000 -- the same rate we had when Bill Clinton
was President, we created 23 million new jobs, went from
deficit to surplus, created a whole lot of millionaires and
successful small businesses, as well.  (Applause.)
     Governor Romney says it’s fair that he pays a lower tax
rate than a teacher or an autoworker who makes $50,000.
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
     THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo -- vote.  You know what, I
refuse to ask middle-class families to give up their deductions
for owning a home, or raising their kids to pay for a tax cut
we don't need.  I refuse to pay for a tax cut for millionaires
and billionaires by asking those students who are here today to
pay more for college, or kicking kids off of Head Start, or
eliminating health insurance for millions of Americans who are
poor or elderly or disabled.  That is not what has built this
country.  (Applause.)  That is not what we believe.  That is
not what’s going to happen.  We are going to go forward, not
backwards.  That's why I’m running for a second term as
President of the United States.  (Applause.)
     So, San Francisco, California, this is the choice we now
face.  It’s what the election comes down to.  Over and over, we
are told by opponents that since government can't do



everything, it should do almost nothing.  Basic philosophy is,
you’re on your own.  If you can't afford health insurance, hope
you don't get sick.  Companies are releasing pollution that our
kids are breathing, well, that's just the price of progress. 
You can't afford to start a business or go to college, just
borrow money from your parents.  (Laughter.)
     That's not who we are.  That's not what this country is
about.  Here in America, we believe in individual initiative. 
We believe that we can't help folks who don't want to try to
help themselves, but we also believe in opportunity.  We also
believe we’re all in this together.  We also understand that
America is not about what can be done for us; it’s about what
can be done by us, together, as one nation, as one people.
 (Applause.)   
     That's what you all understood in 2008.  That's what
change was about.  You -- all of us -- coming together.  You’re
the reason there’s a little girl somewhere here in California
who is going to get the care she needs because an insurance
company can't impose some sort of lifetime limit on her
coverage.  (Applause.) 

You’re the reason a factory worker who lost his job in
Toledo or Lordstown, Ohio is back on the line building some of
the best cars in the world. 
     You’re the reason that a student right here has help
paying for a college education, or a veteran can go to school
on the New GI Bill. 

You’re the reason a young immigrant who grew up here and
went to school here, pledged allegiance to our flag will no
longer be deported from the only country she’s ever called
home.  (Applause.)
     You’re the reason why a soldier who has served us so
bravely will not be kicked out of the military because of who
they love.  (Applause.)  You made that happen.  You’re the
reason that soldier can come home to his loved ones and hear
those words, “welcome home.”  You made that happen. 
(Applause.)
     And so I need you in this election.  The next 29 days --
we cannot afford to be complacent, and we cannot afford to be
cynical.  We’ve got to look back at the progress we’ve made,
and that should give us confidence.  But we have to understand
we’ve got a lot more to do, and if we don't do it, then change
won’t happen.
     Your voice will make a difference.  And if you don't make
that difference, then other people will fill the void --
lobbyists and special interests, and the folks who write the
$10 million checks to try to win this race, and the ones who
are trying to make it harder for people to vote; the
politicians in Washington who somehow think that they’ve got a
better idea than women about women’s health care choices. 
(Applause.)  Those are the folks that are going to be making
decisions if you are not making those decisions.
     Only you can make sure those things don't happen.  Only
you’ve got the power to move us forward.  I will be there with
you, but this is a team, people. 
     From the day we began this campaign, I always said that
change takes time.  We always said that it would take more
than one term or even one President.  We said it would take
more than one party.  And, by the way, no, it doesn't just take
me.  That's not the deal.  The deal is it takes all of us.
 That's the deal.  (Applause.)
     It won’t happen if you’ve got somebody who writes off half



the nation even before he takes office.  But it also won’t
happen if half the nation writes off itself by not
participating, or doesn't vote.  (Applause.) 
     In 2008, 47 percent of the country didn't vote for me. 
But on the night of the election, I said to all those
Americans, I may not have won your vote, but I hear your
voices.  I need your help.  I’ll be your President, too. 
(Applause.)   
     I don't know how many of you will be with me this time
around, but I’ll be with you.  I’ll be there fighting for you
because I’m not fighting to create Democratic jobs or
Republican jobs -- I’m fighting to create American jobs.  I’m
not fighting to improve schools in red states or blue states --
I’m fighting to improve schools it the United States. 
(Applause.)  I’m not fighting for red values or white values or
black values or Latino values or gay or straight values -- I’m
fighting for American values.  They belong to all of us. 
(Applause.)
     San Francisco, we are not as divided as our politics would
suggest.  We’ve got more in common than our pundits believe.  I
still believe in you.  I’m asking you to keep believing in me. 
I’m asking for your vote.  I’m asking you to knock on doors. 
I’m asking you to make phone calls.  And if you do, we will win
this election.  We’ll finish what we started, and we’ll remind
the world why the United States of America is the greatest
nation on Earth.  (Applause.)
     God bless you.  God bless the United States of America. 
(Applause.)
 
                             END                9:51 P.M. PDT
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Miami!  (Applause.)  How’s it
going, Hurricanes!  (Applause.)  Can everybody please give
Lizzie a big round of applause for that great introduction. 
(Applause.) 

 
It’s good to see your Senator, former astronaut, Bill

Nelson in the house!  (Applause.)  Your outstanding local
Congresswomen, Debbie Wasserman-Schultz and Frederica Wilson. 
(Applause.)  A good man who’s going to join them in Congress,
Joe Garcia.  (Applause.)  Congresswoman Wilson asked me to
also acknowledge some outstanding young people, the Miami
Northwestern Senior High School 5,000 Role Model of Excellence
Project.  (Applause.)  Proud of you guys.
 

And it’s good to see all of you.  All of you! 
(Applause.)  Because we’ve got some work to do, Miami.  We’ve
got an election to win.  In just over two weeks, on October
27th, you get to start voting early.  And everything that we
fought for in 2008 is on the line in 2012.  So I’m going to
need you fired up.  I need you ready to go.  (Applause.)  I
need your help to finish what we started. 
 

Think about where we’ve been and how far we’ve come. 
Four years ago, I told you we’d end the war in Iraq, and I
did.  (Applause.)  I said we’d end the war in Afghanistan, and
we are.  (Applause.)  I said we’d refocus on the people who
actually attacked us on 9/11 -- and today, al Qaeda is on the
run and Osama bin Laden is dead.  (Applause.)  
 

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for middle-class
families, and we have, by $3,600.  (Applause.)  I promised to
cut taxes for small business owners, and we have, 18 times. 
We stabilized the banking system, but we got back every dime
we used to rescue the banks -- with interest.  (Applause.) 
And we passed a historic law to end taxpayer-funded Wall
Street bailouts for good. 
 

We passed health care reform, a.k.a. Obamacare --
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(applause) -- so your insurance company can’t jerk you around
anymore, and those of you under 26 can stay on your parent’s
plan.  (Applause.)  You can’t have insurance companies barring
you because you’ve got a preexisting condition, and they can’t
charge more just because you’re a woman.  (Applause.)
 

We repealed "don't ask, don't tell," so nobody is ever
kicked out of the military because of who they love. 
(Applause.)  
 

When Governor Romney said we should let Detroit go
bankrupt, we said, no, we’re not going to take your business
advice.  We reinvented a dying auto industry that’s come
roaring back to the top of the world.  (Applause.)  And that
makes a difference not just to communities across the Midwest;
it’s vital for our entire economy.  It’s something every
American can be proud of.
 

Today, four years after the worst economic crisis of our
lifetimes, we are moving forward.  (Applause.)  After losing
800,000 jobs the month I was sworn in, our businesses have now
added more than 5 million new jobs over the past two and a
half years.  (Applause.)  The unemployment rate has fallen
from a peak of 10 percent down to 7.8 percent -- the lowest
level since I took office.  (Applause.)  So more Americans are
getting jobs and manufacturing is coming back.  Home values
are on the rise.
 

Now, we know we’re not where we need to be -– not yet. 
That’s especially true in places like Florida that were so
hard hit.  We’ve still got too many friends and neighbors who
are looking for work.  We’ve got too many families who can’t
pay the bills, too many homes that are still underwater, too
many young people still burdened with debt when they graduate
from college.  (Applause.) 
 

But if there’s one thing I know, Florida, it’s this:  We
have come too far to turn back now.  (Applause.)  The American
people have worked too hard to get to this point.  After all
that we’ve been through together, after all that we fought
through together, why would we go backwards?  The last thing
we can afford, Florida, right now is four years of the very
same policies that got us into this mess in the first place. 
(Applause.)  I won’t let that happen.  We can’t let that
happen.  That’s why I’m running for a second term as President
of the United States of America.  (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Florida, I have seen too much pain and

too much struggle because of bad economic policies that
happened before we got elected to let this country go through
another round of top-down economics. 

 
The centerpiece of Governor Romney’s economic plan is a

new $5 trillion tax cut that favors the wealthiest Americans. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 

     THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo -- vote.  (Applause.)  Vote!



 Vote!  (Applause.)  Now, Governor Romney has been pitching
this plan for almost a year now.  He stood up on the stage in
one of his primary debates and proudly promised that his new
tax cuts, on top of the Bush tax cuts, would include the top 1
percent.
 

Now, you wouldn’t know this from listening to the new,
latest version of Mitt Romney.  (Laughter.)  He’s trying to go
through an extreme makeover.  After running for more than a
year in which he called himself “severely conservative,” Mitt
Romney is trying to convince you that he was severely
kidding.  (Laughter and applause.) 

 
Look, what he was selling was not working -- because

people understood his ideas wouldn’t help the middle class. 
So these days, Mitt Romney is for whatever you’re for. 
(Laughter.)  Suddenly, he loves the middle class –- can’t stop
talking enough about them.  He loves Medicare, loves
teachers.  He even loves the most important parts of
Obamacare.  What happened?  (Laughter and applause.)   
 

Now, what does he have to say, this new version of Mitt
Romney, about all the things he’s actually promised to do as
President:  Tax breaks for outsourcers -- never heard of such
a thing.  Saying we should cut back on teachers -- doesn’t
ring a bell. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo --
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Vote! 
 
Kicking 200,000 young Floridians off their parent’s

insurance plans -- who, me?  (Laughter.)  And when he’s asked
about the cost of his tax plan, he just pretends it doesn’t
exist -- what $5 trillion tax cut?  I don’t know anything
about a $5 trillion tax cut.  Pay no attention to the $5
trillion tax cut on my website.  (Laughter and applause.)
 

Look, Governor Romney thinks we have not been paying
attention for the last year and a half.  He is going to say
whatever it takes to try to close the deal, and he’s counting
on the fact that you don’t remember that what he’s selling is
exactly what got us into this mess in the first place. 
 

So, Florida, you’ve got to let him know we remember.  We
know full well that if he gets a chance, Governor Romney will
rubber-stamp the top-down agenda of this Republican Congress
the second he takes office, and we cannot afford that future. 
His plan will not create jobs.  It will not help the middle
class.  It will not speed the recovery -- it will slow down
the recovery.  It will not reduce the deficit.  It will not
expand opportunity.  We can’t afford it.  We’re not going
back.  We are moving forward.  And that’s why I’m running for
a second term as President of the United States. 
(Applause.)  
 



Look, America, we know that in this country, jobs and
prosperity don’t trickle down from the top.  They grow from a
strong and thriving middle class.
 

More tax breaks for outsourcers won’t create jobs.  It
didn’t over the last decade.  You know what does create jobs? 
Is supporting small businesses and manufacturers who make
products right here in America, who hire American workers. 
That’s what we’re championing.  (Applause.) 

 
That’s why we need to stop rewarding companies that ship

jobs overseas.  Start rewarding companies that create jobs
right here in Miami, right here in Florida, right here in the
United States.  That’s the choice you face in this election. 
(Applause.)
 

I believe we can create more jobs by controlling more of
our own energy.  After 30 years of inaction, we raised fuel
standards so that by the middle of the next decade, your cars
and trucks will go twice as far on a gallon of gas. 
(Applause.)  And today, the United States of America is less
dependent on foreign oil than at any time in two decades. 
(Applause.)
 

So now you’ve got a choice.  My plan would cut our oil
imports in half and invest in the clean energy that’s creating
thousands of jobs all across America right now -- (applause) -
- not just oil and natural gas, but wind and solar and clean
coal technologies, fuel-efficient cars and long-lasting
batteries.  And if you want to know how we’re paying for it,
one of the things we need to do is not allow oil companies to
collect another $4 billion in taxpayer-funded corporate
welfare every single year.  (Applause.) 

 
I will not let China or anybody else win the race for

clean energy technology.  I want to see that technology
developed right here in Florida, right here in the United
States of America, creating jobs right here.  (Applause.) 
And, by the way, yes, my plan will reduce the carbon pollution
that’s heating our planet, because climate change is not a
hoax.  (Applause.)  More drought and floods and hurricanes and
wildfires -- that’s not a joke.  That’s a threat to our
children’s future.  And we can do something about it.
 

Just like I believe that we can make sure that every
young person in America gets the education they need to
compete.  (Applause.)  Education is the only reason that I’m
standing here today.  (Applause.)  Education is the gateway to
a middle-class life.
 

And now you’ve got a choice.  Governor Romney says hiring
more teachers won’t grow the economy over the next four years;
that’s not the role of teachers.  What about our kids over the
next four years?  What about our economy over the next 40
years?  (Applause.)  We cannot gut education to pay for $5
trillion tax cuts.  We need to recruit 100,000 new math and
science teachers and provide 2 million workers the opportunity
to study at community colleges, and lower tuition costs for
our young people.  (Applause.)  That’s what we’re fighting
for.  That’s what’s at stake in this election.  That’s what



grows our economy.  That’s what we can do together.  And
that’s what you can choose for America.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I love you, Barack!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Applause.)  

 
I want to use the money that we’re saving from ending the

wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to pay down our deficit, put our
people back to work rebuilding roads and bridges and schools
all across America.  Governor Romney said it was “tragic” to
end the war in Iraq.  He said this in a speech just this week
-- said we should have left troops on the ground in Iraq. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo --
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Vote.  (Applause.) 
 
I think bringing our troops home to their families was

the right thing to do.  (Applause.)
 

And every brave American who wears the uniform of this
country should know, as long as I’m your Commander-in-Chief,
we will sustain the strongest military the world has ever
known.  (Applause.)  And when our troops take off their
uniforms, we will serve them as well as they’ve served us --
because nobody who has fought for this country should have to
fight for a job or a roof over their heads when they come
home.  (Applause.)
 

And finally, yes, we’re going to need to cut our deficit
by $4 trillion over the next 10 years.  And I’ve already
worked with Republicans and Democrats to cut a trillion
dollars in spending; I’m ready to do more.  But we’re not
going to be able to get it done unless we also ask the
wealthiest households to pay higher taxes on their incomes
over $250,000 -– (applause) -- the same rate we had when Bill
Clinton was President and our economy created nearly 23
million new jobs.  That’s what we need to do.  (Applause.)
 

Governor Romney has a different view.  He said just a
couple of weeks ago that it’s fair that he pays a lower tax
rate than a teacher who is making $50,000 a year.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo --
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Vote. 
 
He’s wrong.  I refuse to ask middle-class families to

give up their deductions for owning a home or raising their
kids just to pay for another millionaire’s tax cut.  I refuse
to pay for that tax cut by asking students at “The U” to pay



more for college -- (applause) -- or kicking children out of
Head Start programs, or eliminating health insurance for
millions of Americans who are poor or elderly or disabled. 
That won’t help us grow. 
 

My opponent says over and over that he can cut taxes,
increase military spending, close the deficit -- but the only
thing he’s pointed to that he’s going to get rid of is Big
Bird.  (Laughter and applause.)  This week he said, don’t
worry, his new tax cuts will pay for themselves.  That may not
sound familiar to some of you guys because you’re young, but
we heard that exact same argument back in 2000, back in 2001,
back in 2003.  That’s how we went from surplus to deficit.  We
have heard this pitch before.  We know it doesn’t work.  We
know our plan does.
 

This is the choice that we now face.  This is what the
election comes down to.  This is why I’m running for a second
term as President.  (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Over and over, folks like Governor Romney

and his allies in Congress tell us that since government can’t
do everything, it should do almost nothing -- sort of a
“you’re on your own” philosophy.  If you can’t afford health
insurance, hope you don’t get sick.  If a company is releasing
harmful, toxic pollution into the air that your kids breathe,
well, that’s the price of progress.  If you can’t afford to
start a business or go to college, borrow money from your
parents.  (Laughter.) 
 

That’s not how we built this country.  That’s not what
made America great.  That’s not who we are.  That’s not what
we’re about.  Here in America, we believe we’re all in this
together.  (Applause.)  We understand that America is not
about what can be done for us.  It’s about what can be done
by us, together, as one nation and one people. 

 
And that’s what we came together to restore back in 2008

-- that sense of what we can do together.  And the American
people all across this country responded.  You are the reason
that Florida seniors right now are saving an average of $600
every year on prescription drugs -- because we passed
Obamacare, because we passed health care reform.  You did
that.  (Applause.)

 
You’re the reason there’s a working family from Hollywood

that was able to save their home from foreclosure.  You did
that.  It’s because of you.   
 

You’re the reason that students in Gainesville, or
Tallahassee, or here at “The U” have help paying for their
college education, why veterans can go to college now on the
New GI Bill. 
 

You’re the reason a young immigrant who grew up here and
went to school here and pledged allegiance to our flag will no
longer be deported from the only country she’s ever called
home.  (Applause.) 



 
You’re the reason why soldiers won’t be kicked out of our

military because of who they love.  (Applause.)  You’re the
reason why thousands of families have finally been able to say
to the loved ones who served us so bravely, “Welcome home.” 
Welcome home.  (Applause.) 
 

And so we can’t be tired now.  We have to keep going. 
If you turn away now, if you buy into the cynicism that what
we fought for isn’t possible, well, of course change won’t
happen.  If you give up on the idea that your voice makes a
difference, especially the young people here, then other
voices will fill the void -– the lobbyists and the special
interests, the people with the $10 million checks who are
trying to buy this election, the ones who are trying to make
it harder to vote; the Washington politicians who want to
control health care choices women can make for themselves. 
(Applause.)  They will fill the void.  They will set the
agenda.  And they will take us backward. 
 

And only you can make sure that doesn’t happen.  Only you
have the power to move us forward.  On October 27th, you can
choose -- you can choose.  You can choose whether we go back
to the policies that got us into this mess, or you can choose
to keep moving forward with policies that have been getting us
out of this mess.  That’s the choice.  (Applause.)
 

On October 27th, you can choose to go back to a foreign
policy that takes us into wars with no plan to get out, or we
can say let’s keep moving forward; let’s end the Afghan war
realistically; let’s bring our troops home in a responsible
fashion.  (Applause.)
 

On October 27th, you can agree to turn back the clock 50
years for women, and immigrants, and gays, and lesbians.  Or
you can stand up and say we want to keep moving forward. 
(Applause.)  I believe that America is a country where you can
succeed no matter who you are, no matter what you look like,
no matter where you come from, no matter who you love. 
(Applause.)
 

That’s what’s at stake.  That’s what’s at stake in this
election.  That’s why I’m asking for your vote.  (Applause.) 
Back in 2008, I won, but 47 percent of the country didn’t vote
for me.  But I didn’t just dismiss 47 percent of the country. 
What I said was, you may not have voted for me, but I heard
your voices, and I’ll fight just as hard for you as I will for
everybody else.  (Applause.) 

 
And I kept that promise.  I have been fighting for every

American to make sure they get a fair shot.  (Applause.)  And
I have been willing to do it and able to do it, because every
single day the American people have inspired me.

 
I still believe in you, and I need you to keep believing

in me.  I need you to help me finish the job.  And if you’re
willing to stand with me, and work with me, and knock on some
doors with me, and make some phone calls for me, we’ll win
Florida again.  We’ll win this election.  We’ll finish what we
started.  And we’ll remind the world why the United States of



America is the greatest nation on Earth. 
 

God bless you.  God bless the United States of America. 
(Applause.)

 
                                           END          

    3:52 P.M. EDT
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Virginia!  (Applause.)  Are you
fired up?  (Applause.)  Are you ready to go?  (Applause.)  I
can't hear you!  (Applause.)  Well, it’s good to be back. 
Thank you. 
 

AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Can everybody please give Cecile a big

round of applause for the great introduction and the work she
does.  (Applause.)  We’ve got your Congressman here -- Gerry
Connolly in the house.  (Applause.) 
 

Eighteen days.  Eighteen days, Virginia.  Eighteen days
and you’re going to step into a voting booth.  And you’re going
to have a very big choice to make -- not just a choice between
two candidates or two parties, but between two fundamentally
different visions for this country that we love.
 

Governor Romney has got his sales pitch.  We heard it the
other night at the debate.  He’s been running around talking
about his five-point plan for the economy. 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo -- vote.  Vote!  (Applause.) 
 
He wants you to believe that somehow he’ll create 12

million jobs, cut taxes by $5 trillion, even though it favors
the wealthiest Americans.  None of this will add to the
deficit.  
 

When folks who don’t actually work for Governor Romney
start crunching the numbers, it turns out the tax plan doesn’t
add up, jobs plan doesn’t create jobs, deficit plan doesn’t
reduce the deficit.  An economist at the New York Times put it
this morning, “There’s no jobs plan -- there’s just a snow job
on the American people.”  (Applause.)  A snow job.
 

Virginia, you’ve heard of the New Deal, you’ve heard of
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the Square Deal, the Fair Deal.  Mitt Romney is trying to give
you a Sketchy Deal.  (Laughter.)  A sketchy deal.
 

And it’s really just a one-point plan, not a five-point
plan.  One point -- folks at the very top play by a different
set of rules than all of you. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Listen, don’t boo -- vote.  (Laughter.) 
 
If he offered you that deal when he was in corporate

finance, you wouldn’t give him a dime.  So why would you give
him his vote? 
 

This same philosophy that’s been squeezing the middle-
class family for more than a decade -- the same philosophy that
got us into this mess.  We can’t go back to that.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!

 
THE PRESIDENT:  I’ve met too many good Americans who work

so hard, show so much resilience, so much resolve -- we have
been fighting our way back from some of the same policies he’s
advocating.  We have been there.  We have tried it.  We can't
go back.  (Applause.)  We are moving forward.  And that’s why
I’m running for a second term as President of the United
States.  (Applause.)   
 

Now, I believe that the biggest issue in this election is
how do we rebuild a strong middle class and provide ladders for
opportunity -- all those who want to get into the middle class,
who are willing to work hard, willing to take responsibility. 
Are we going to make sure that we're a country where everybody
gets a fair shot, and everybody is doing their fair share, and
everybody is playing by the same rules?  (Applause.) 

 
So the economy is the dominant issue.  But I want

everybody to understand that that's not the only place where
Governor Romney is offering you a sketchy deal.  It’s bad
enough that my opponent wants to take us back to the failed
economic policies of the past.  But when it comes to issues
critical to women -- the right to make your own decision about
your health -- (applause) -- the right to be treated fairly and
equally in the workplace.  (Applause.)  Governor Romney wants
to take us to policies more suited to the 1950s.  Even his own
running mate said he’s “kind of a throwback to the ‘50s.” 
That’s one thing we agree on.  (Laughter.)  
 

He may not have noticed, we're in the 21st century. 
(Applause.)  And in the 21st century, a woman deserves equal
pay for equal work.  (Applause.)  This should be a no-brainer. 
But no matter how many times Governor Romney is asked whether
or not he supports a law upholding that idea, he refuses to
say.  Why should this be hard?  Are you for equal pay for equal
work?  Are you for making sure that laws enforce that basic
principle?

 
He can't tell you.  I can.  (Applause.)  I support that

law.  In fact, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act was the first
law that I signed into office.  (Applause.)  And this isn't



just a women’s issue.  No man should want his wife, or his
daughters paid less than a man for doing the same job. 
(Applause.)  This is a family issue.  This is an economic
issue.  It’s one that we’ve got to fight for.
 

When Governor Romney says he’s going to get rid of funding
for Planned Parenthood --

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo --
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- vote. 
 
What he apparently doesn’t understand is that there are

millions of women all across the country who rely on Planned
Parenthood not just for contraceptive care, but for preventive
care.  That’s not just a health issue, it’s an economic issue. 
 

When Governor Romney said he’d have supported an extreme
measure in Massachusetts that could have outlawed some forms of
contraception, when he joined the far right of his party to
support a bill that would have allowed any employer to deny
contraceptive care to their employees --

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don't boo --
 
AUDIENCE:  Vote!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- vote.  (Laughter.)
 
What he didn’t get is that making sure your insurance

policy covers contraceptive care is an economic issue also.  I
don’t think your boss should decide what’s best for your health
and safety.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I don’t think your insurance company gets

to decide what care you should get.
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And I sure don’t think any politician

should decide.  (Applause.)  The only person who should decide
about your health care is you.  (Applause.) 
 
     And, by the way, that's why we fought so hard to pass
health care reform, a.k.a. Obamacare.  That's why we pushed for
it.  (Applause.)
 
     This law has secured new access to preventive care like
mammograms and other cancer screenings for more than 20 million
women, with no co-pay, no deductible, no out-of-pocket cost,
because I do not believe a working mother should have to put
off a mammogram just because money is tight.  (Applause.)
 



     This law means that most health plans are now beginning to
cover the cost of contraceptive care because I don't think a
college student in Charlottesville or Blacksburg or Fairfax
should have to choose between textbooks or the preventive care
that she needs.  (Applause.)
 
     And, by the way for all the young people out here,
Obamacare has already allowed nearly 7 million young adults
under the age of 26 to sign up to stay on their parent’s
plans.  (Applause.)
 
     For all those who are young at heart but not young in
years, it’s already saved millions of seniors on Medicare
hundreds of dollars on their prescription medicine. 
(Applause.)
 
     Insurance companies can no longer put lifetime limits on
your care or discriminate against children with preexisting
conditions.  (Applause.)  And soon, they’ll no longer be able
to charge women more for the same care just because they're
women.  That's what change looks like.  (Applause.)
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We love you, Obama!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you.  (Applause.)
 
     Now, anybody who thinks that this election doesn't matter,
know this:  My opponent has promised to repeal all of the
things we just talked about as soon as he takes office, says
he’d do it on day one.  We know full well that if he gets the
chance, he’ll rubber-stamp the agenda of this Republican
Congress the second he takes office.  Virginia, we can't give
him that chance.
 
     AUDIENCE:  No!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I know he’s called him severely -- he’s
called himself “severely conservative,” but there’s nothing
conservative about a government that prevents a woman from
making her own health care decisions. 
 

He talks about freedom, but freedom is the ability to
choose the care you need when you need it.  Freedom is the
ability to change jobs or start your own business without the
fear of losing your health insurance.  Freedom is the knowledge
that you’ll no longer be charged more than men for the same
health care, or denied affordable coverage just because you
beat cancer.
 
     When the next President and Congress could tip the balance
of the highest court in the land in a way that turns back the
clock for women and families for decades to come, you don't
want someone who needs to ask for binders of women. 
(Applause.)  You don't want that guy.  You want a President who
has already appointed two unbelievable women to the Supreme
Court of the United States.  (Applause.)
 
     So, Virginia, the choice --
 
     AUDIENCE:  Obama!  Obama!  Obama!
 



     THE PRESIDENT:  The choice between going backward and
moving forward has never been so clear.  But now that we’re 18
days out from the election, Mr. “Severely Conservative” --
(laughter) -- wants you to think he was severely kidding about
everything he said over the last year.  (Laughter.)  He told
folks he was “the ideal candidate” for the Tea Party.  Now
suddenly he’s saying, “what, who, me?”  (Laughter.)  He’s
forgetting what his own positions are, and he’s betting that
you will, too.
 

I mean, he’s changing up so much and backtracking and
sidestepping -- (laughter) -- we’ve got to name this condition
that he’s going through.  I think it’s called “Romnesia.” 
(Laughter and applause.)  That’s what it’s called.  I think
that’s what he’s going through.

 
Now, I’m not a medical doctor, but I do want to go over

some of the symptoms with you -- because I want to make sure
nobody else catches it.  (Laughter and applause.)  If you say
you’re for equal pay for equal work, but you keep refusing to
say whether or not you’d sign a bill that protects equal pay
for equal work -- you might have Romnesia.  (Laughter and
applause.)
 

If you say women should have access to contraceptive care,
but you support legislation that would let your employer deny
you contraceptive care –- you might have a case of Romnesia. 
(Applause.)
 

If you say you’ll protect a woman’s right to choose, but
you stand up at a primary debate and said that you’d be
delighted to sign a law outlying -- outlawing that right to
choose in all cases -– man, you’ve definitely got Romnesia. 
(Applause.)
 

Now, this extends to other issues.  If you say earlier in
the year, I’m going to give a tax cut to the top 1 percent and
then in a debate you say, I don’t know anything about giving
tax cuts to rich folks -- you need to get a thermometer, take
your temperature, because you’ve probably got Romnesia. 
(Applause.) 

 
If you say that you’re a champion of the coal industry

when, while you were governor you stood in front of a coal
plant and said, this plant will kill you -- (laughter) --

 
AUDIENCE:  Romnesia!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- that’s some Romnesia.  (Applause.)
 
So I think you’re being able -- you’re beginning to be

able to identify these symptoms.  And if you come down with a
case of Romnesia, and you can’t seem to remember the policies
that are still on your website -- (laughter) -- or the promises
you’ve made over the six years you’ve been running for
President,  here's the good news:  Obamacare covers preexisting
conditions.  (Laughter and applause.)  We can fix you up. 
We've got a cure.  We can make you well, Virginia. 
(Applause.)  This is a curable disease.  (Laughter.)  
 

Women, men -- all of you -- these are family issues. 



These are economic issues.  I want my daughters to have the
same opportunities as anybody’s sons.  I believe America does
better -- the economy grows more, we create more jobs -- when
everybody participates, when everyone is getting a fair shot,
everybody is getting a fair shake, everybody is playing by the
same rules, everybody is doing their fair share.  That's why
I'm running for a second term for President of the United
States.  (Applause.)  I need you to help me finish the job. 
(Applause.) 
 

AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years! 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Four years ago, I told you we’d end the

war in Iraq, and we did.  (Applause.)  I said we’d end the war
in Afghanistan -- we are.  I said we’d refocus on the
terrorists who actually attacked us on 9/11, and we have. 
(Applause.)  Al Qaeda is on the path to defeat.  Osama bin
Laden is dead.  (Applause.)
 

Four years ago, I promised to cut taxes for middle-class
families, and I have.  (Applause.)  I promised to cut taxes for
small business owners -- we have, 18 times.  (Applause.)
 

We got every dime back from the banks that we used to
rescue those banks.  We passed laws to end taxpayer-funded Wall
Street bailouts for good. 
 

We repealed "don’t ask, don’t tell," to make sure that
nobody who wants to serve our country gets kicked out because
of who they love.  (Applause.)
 

When Governor Romney said we'd let -- he'd let Detroit go
bankrupt, we said, we're not going to take your advice.  We
reinvented a dying auto industry that’s come roaring back to
the top of the world.  (Applause.)  
 

Four years after the worst economic crisis of our
lifetime, we're moving.  After losing 800,000 jobs a month when
I took office, businesses have now added over 5 million new
jobs.  Unemployment has fallen from 10 percent to 7.8 percent. 
Home values are back on the rise.  (Applause.)  The stock
market has nearly doubled -- 401(k)s are starting to recover. 
Manufacturing is coming home.  Assembly lines are humming
again.  We've got to keep moving forward.  We've got to keep
moving forward.  (Applause.)  
 

We’ve got more work to do.  I’ve got a plan -- and it's a
real plan, not a sales pitch -- to grow the economy and create
jobs and build more security for the middle class.
 

I want to send fewer jobs overseas and sell more products
overseas.  (Applause.)  I want to invest in manufacturers and
small businesses that create jobs right here in Virginia, right
here in America. 
 

I want us to control more of our own energy, cut oil
imports in half, create thousands of clean energy jobs.
 

I want every child to have the same chance at a great
education that Michelle and I received.  (Applause.)  I want to
hire more teachers in math and science, train 2 million workers



at community colleges, bring down the cost of college tuition. 
(Applause.)
 

I want to use the savings from ending the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan to pay down our deficit, put our people back to
work right here, doing some nation-building here at home. 
(Applause.)  
 

That’s the agenda you need.  That's the agenda we need. 
That's how we strengthen the middle class.  That’s how we'll
keep moving forward.  And in 18 days, you're going to have a
chance to say whether we keep moving forward. 

 
In 18 days, you can choose between top-down economic

policies that got us into this mess, or the middle class-out
policies that are getting us out of this mess.  (Applause.) 
 

In 18 days, you can choose a foreign policy that gets us
into wars with no plan to get out, or you can say let’s end
the Afghan war responsibly; let’s bring our troops home. 
(Applause.)  Let’s focus on making sure that we’re building
America.
 

In 18 days, you can let them turn back the clock 50 years
for immigrants, and gays, and women, or we can stand up and say
we are a country in which everybody has a place.  (Applause.) 
A country where no matter where you are, no matter what you
look like, no matter where you come from -- black, white,
Hispanic, Asian, Native American, young, old, gay, straight,
abled, disabled -- we have a place for everybody.  (Applause.) 
Everybody has got a chance to make it if you try.
 

That’s what’s at stake, Virginia.  That’s why I’m asking
for your vote.  I believe in you.  I need you to keep
believing in me.  I want to finish the job.  And if you’re
willing to stand with me, and make some phone calls with me,
and knock on some doors with, get your friends to vote for me
-- we will win Fairfax County again.  We will win Virginia
again.  (Applause.)  We’ll finish what we started.  And we’ll
remind the world why the United States of America is the
greatest nation on Earth. 
 

God bless you.  God bless the United States of America. 
(Applause.)

 
                                           END          

    12:18 P.M. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Colorado!  (Applause.)  Thank
you!  Are you fired up?  Are you ready to go?  (Applause.) 
Are you fired up? 

 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!  (Applause.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Are you ready to go?
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!  (Applause.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, I'm fired up.  Thank you so much,

everybody.  Can everybody please give Sidra a great round of
applause for that wonderful introduction?  (Applause.) 

 
We've got some good friends here today.  You've got your

outstanding governor, John Hickenlooper -- (applause) -- one
of the best senators in the country, Michael Bennet --
(applause) -- outstanding congresswoman, Diana DeGette --
(applause) -- your wonderful mayor, Michael Hancock --
(applause) -- my campaign co-chair and former mayor, Frederico
Peña.  (Applause.)  And all of you are here, which makes me
excited.  (Applause.) 

 
This is the second stop on our 48-hour, marathon-

extravaganza fly-around.  We are pulling an all-nighter.  No
sleep; quite a bit of coffee.  (Laughter.)  

 
We've just come from Iowa.  After this -- we've got some

Iowans here?  (Laughter.)  We are on our way to visit Nevada. 
We're going to go to Florida, we're going to go to Virginia,
we're going to go to Ohio.  And I am going to stop in Chicago
to vote before this 48-hour day is done.  (Applause.)  I can't
tell you who I'm voting for.  (Laughter.)  It's a secret
ballot.  But Michelle says she voted for me.  (Applause.) 
That’s what she said. 

 
So we can vote early in Illinois just like you can vote
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early in Colorado.  And I've come back to Colorado -- and this
may not be the last time you'll see me.  (Applause.)  I've
come to ask you for your vote.  I've come to ask you to help
me keep moving America forward. 

 
We now have gone through three debates, months of

campaigning, way too many TV ads.
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Amen!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Oh, yes.  Got an amen over here. 

(Laughter.)  You've heard, now, Governor Romney's sales
pitch.  He has been running around saying he's got a five-
point plan for the economy. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Don’t boo -- vote.  (Applause.)  Vote. 

That’s the way to show your opinion, is to vote.
 
It turns out it's not a five-point plan Governor Romney

has got, it's a one-point plan:  Folks at the very top get to
play by their own rules -- pay lower tax rates than you do,
outsource more jobs, let Wall Street run wild.  And if this
plan sounds familiar, it's because we tried it.  We tried it
in the decade before I took office and it led to falling
incomes, and record deficits, and the slowest job growth in
half a century, and the worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression.  And we've been working for four years to clean up
this mess that these policies left behind. 

 
Now, Governor Romney knows this.  He knows his plan isn't

any different than the policies that led to the Great
Recession.  So in the final weeks of his election, he's
counting on you forgetting what he stands for.  He's hoping
that you, too, will come down with a case of what we like to
call Romnesia.  (Laughter.)

 
He's hoping you won't remember that his economic plan is

more likely to create jobs in China than here in the United
States, because it rewards companies that move jobs and
profits overseas.  He's hoping you won't remember that he
wants to give millionaires and billionaires a $250,000 tax
cut, because the only way he can pay for it is by raising the
deficit or by raising your taxes.  He’s hoping you’ll come
down with a severe case of Romnesia just before you cast your
ballot.  (Laughter.)
 
     But, Denver, I want you to know this:  If you feel any
symptoms coming on -- (laughter) -- you start feeling, oh,
I’ve got a temperature, I got headaches, my eyes are getting
blurry, it might be Romnesia -- but don’t worry, Obamacare
covers preexisting conditions.  (Applause.)  We can make you
well.  There’s a cure, Colorado, as long as you vote. 
(Applause.)  There’s a cure.
 
     Now, we joke about Romnesia, but all this speaks to
something that is essential to your choice, and that is
trust.  When you choose a President, you don’t know what is
going to come up.  I mean, when I was running in 2008, we



didn’t know necessarily that we would see the financial system
completely implode.  We didn’t know that the auto industry
might go under.  We didn’t understand what might be happening
in terms of an Arab Spring.
 
     But what you were voting on is somebody who you felt you
could trust to work for you, to keep you in mind every single
day.  Trust matters.  And one thing I think you’ve seen,
Colorado, over the last four years is that I mean what I say. 
(Applause.)  I do what I say I’m going to do.  (Applause.) 
 
     We haven’t finished everything that we want to get done. 
That’s why I’m running for a second term.  But every single
day that I set foot in the Oval Office, I’m fighting for your
families.  And with your help, I’ve kept many of the major
commitments that we made. 
 

I told you we’d end the war in Iraq -- we ended it. 
(Applause.)  I said we’d end the war in Afghanistan -- we
are.  I said we’d refocus on the terrorists who actually
attacked us on 9/11 -- and now we’ve got a new tower rising
above the New York skyline, and al Qaeda is on the path to
defeat; Osama bin Laden is dead; our heroes are coming home. 
I’ve kept those promises.  (Applause.) 

 
I promised to cut taxes for middle-class families and

small businesses -- and we have.  I promised to end taxpayer-
funded Wall Street bailouts for good -- and we did.  I
promised to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell,” and today you
can’t be kicked out of the military because of who you are and
who you love.  (Applause.)  I bet on American workers and
American ingenuity, and we saved a dying auto industry that’s
back on top of the world. 

 
On issue after issue, we are moving forward.  After

losing 9 million jobs in the Great Recession, our businesses
have now added more than 5 million new jobs over the past two
and a half years.  (Applause.)  Manufacturing is coming back
to our shores.  The unemployment rate has fallen.  Home values
and home sales are rising.  Our assembly lines are humming. 

 
We’ve got a long way to go, Colorado, but we’ve come too

far to turn back now.  We cannot go back to the same policies
that got us into this mess.  (Applause.)  We’ve got to keep
moving forward with the policies that are getting us out.  And
that’s why I’m running for a second term as President of the
United States.  (Applause.)

 
Now, we --
 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years! 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, the reason I want four more years is

because I’ve got a plan that will actually create jobs, a plan
that will actually create middle-class security.  And unlike
Mitt Romney, I’m actually proud to talk about what’s in my
plan -- (applause) -- because it actually adds up.  And if you
want to check it out, go to barackobama.com/plans.  Share it
with your friends.  Share it with neighbors.  Share it with



co-workers.  There are still people out there who are trying
to make up their mind.  Some of you may be trying to make up
your mind.  Maybe some --

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, no, maybe -- no -- somebody may have

dragged you here.  (Laughter.)  Maybe your grandma said, I’m
sorry, you’ve got to come.  (Laughter.)  Maybe your girlfriend
is trying to knock some sense into you; said, no, no, you’ve
got to come to the rally. 

 
So I want you to compare my plan to Governor Romney’s. 

See which plan you think is better for you.  See which plan is
better for America’s future.

 
Look, I want to end tax breaks for companies that ship

jobs overseas,  but I also want to reward small businesses and
manufacturers that are creating jobs right here in the United
States.  (Applause.)  I want to cut our oil imports in half by
2020.  And we’re going to develop traditional sources of
energy.  And today we are less dependent on foreign oil than
any time in the last two decades.  But it’s not enough just to
produce more oil and natural gas.  We’ve also increased fuel
standards on cars and trucks so your car will go farther on a
gallon of gas.  (Applause.) 

 
I want to build on the progress we’ve made doubling clean

energy.  I want fuel-efficient cars and long-lasting batteries
and wind turbines manufactured here in China [sic] -- I want
them -- I don’t want them manufactured in China, I want them
manufactured here in the United States.  (Applause.)  I want
them manufactured right here in Colorado, right here in
America.  (Applause.) 

 
And by the way, it will be good for our environment.  It

will help conserve the incredible natural beauty of this
state.  We can do that. 

 
I want to make it a national mission to educate our kids

and train our workers better than anyone else in the world. 
(Applause.)  I want to recruit 100,000 math and science
teachers; train 2 million workers at community colleges to get
the skills that businesses are hiring for right now. 
(Applause.)  I want to work with our colleges and universities
to keep tuition growth low -- cut it in half over the next 10
years.  We can do that.  (Applause.) 

 
My plan will actually cut the deficit, unlike Governor

Romney’s.  It will actually cut the deficit by $4 trillion
over the next 10 years, but we’re going to do it in a
balanced way.  We’ll cut out programs that don’t work, but we
also need to make sure that the wealthy are paying a little
bit more so we can afford to invest in technology and research
that will keep new jobs and businesses coming to America.

 
And I’ll never turn Medicare into a voucher. 

(Applause.)  No American should spend their golden years at
the mercy of insurance companies. 

 



And I’ll use the savings that we get from ending the war
in Iraq and Afghanistan to put our people back to work doing
some nation-building here at home -- repairing our roads and
our bridges and our schools; extending broadband lines into
rural communities; making sure that when our veterans come
home, that we are hiring them and they are getting the same
kinds of opportunities that they deserve, because they
shouldn’t have to fight for a job when they come home after
fighting for America.  That's my plan.  (Applause.) 
 

That’s the plan we need for Colorado.  That’s how you
build a strong, sustainable economy that has good, middle-
class jobs to offer.  That’s how you encourage new businesses
to start right here.  That's how you help small businesses. 
That's how you increase take-home pay.  That’s how you build
an economy where everybody who works hard has a chance to get
ahead.  That’s what we can do together.
 

But right now, it’s up to you, Colorado -- right here,
right now, today.  (Applause.)  You will choose the path we
take.  It's up to young people to make sure that they continue
to have opportunities in the future to go to college, to get a
good job.  It’s up to the not-so-young people to choose what
-- including me -- to choose what we leave behind for future
generations. 
 

So you can choose the top-down policies that got us into
this mess, or we can choose the policies that are going to
keep on getting us out of this mess.  You can choose a foreign
policy that’s wrong and reckless, or you can choose the
steady, strong leadership that we need in the world. 
(Applause.) 

 
You can choose to turn back the clock 50 years for women

and immigrants and gays, or in this election, you can stand up
for that basic principle that we are all created equal. 
(Applause.)  That no matter who you are, no matter what you
look like, no matter where you come from, no matter who you
love, here in America, you can make it if you try. 
(Applause.) 
 

Colorado, we have been through some tough years.  But the
American people are always tougher.  We always bounce back,
because we pull together, because we look after one another. 
We don't turn back.  We go forward.  We don't leave anybody
behind -- we pull them up with us.  In America, our destiny is
not written for us, it’s written by us and we are going to
write the next chapter together.  And that’s why I am asking
you for your vote.  (Applause.)

 
And if you give me that vote, Colorado, you'll have a

President who hears your voice, a President who fights for
your families, a President who spends every waking hour trying
to make your lives a little bit better.  (Applause.)  I
believe in you, Colorado, and I’m asking you to keep believing
in me.  (Applause.) 

 
And if you’re willing to roll up your sleeves with me, if

you're willing to work with me and knock some doors with me,
make some phone calls with me, we're going to win Colorado



again.  (Applause.)  We're going to win this election.  We're
going to finish what we started.  We'll remind the world why
the United States of America is the greatest nation on Earth. 
 

God bless you.  (Applause.)  And God bless the United
States of America.  (Applause.)
 
                             END                3:10 P.M. MDT
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THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Nevada!  (Applause.)  Are you fired
up?  (Applause.)  Are you ready to go?  (Applause.) 

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years! 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you.  Well, this is an unbelievable

crowd.  First of all, can everybody please give a huge round of
applause to Michael for his service to our country.  We are
proud of him.  (Applause.) 

 
We’ve got here your Congresswoman and next United States

Senator, Shelley Berkley in the house.  (Applause.)  Some
outstanding Nevadans who are running for Congress:  Steven
Horsford -- (applause) -- John Oceguera -- (applause) -- and
Dina Titus.  (Applause.) 

 
I am so grateful to Katy Perry for the unbelievable

performance.  (Applause.)  Katy!  I’m getting to know Katy. 
She’s just a wonderful young lady, and I can tell that part of
it is because of her outstanding grandma, Ann, a 50-year
resident of Nevada.  So give her a big round of applause. 
(Applause.)  That’s right.  The only thing I have to say is Ann
got some lipstick on me when she kissed me.  (Laughter.)  So
fortunately somebody wiped it off before Michelle saw it. 
(Laughter.)  I’m just telling you, you might get me in
trouble.  (Laughter.)

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We love you, Obama!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back!  (Applause.) 
 
Now, it is great to see all of you.  This is the third

stop on our 24-hour [sic] campaign extravaganza fly-around of
America.  (Applause.)  We are pulling an all-nighter.  No
sleep.  And if you’re not going to sleep, you might as well be
in Vegas, right?  (Applause.)  Might as well be in Vegas. 
We’ve come from Colorado.  We were in Iowa.  I stopped by to
do Leno in L.A.  Right after this, we’re going to fly to
Florida, Virginia, Ohio.  (Applause.)  I’m going to stop in
Chicago to vote.  (Applause.)  I can’t tell you who I’m voting
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for because it’s a secret ballot.  (Laughter.)  But Michelle
told me she voted for me.  (Laughter.) 
 
     See, we can vote early in Illinois, just like you can
vote early here in Nevada.  And I’ve come to Nevada to ask you
for your vote.  (Applause.)  I’ve come to ask you to help me
keep America moving forward.  (Applause.) 
 
     Now, you now have seen three debates, months of
campaigning, way too many TV commercials.  You’ve heard
Governor Romney’s sales pitch.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Wait, wait.  Wait, don’t boo -- vote. 
Vote.  (Applause.)  But --
 
     AUDIENCE:  Vote!  Vote!  Vote!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Vote!  Vote!  Vote!
 
     AUDIENCE:  Vote!  Vote!  Vote!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  This is a feisty crew behind me here. 
(Applause.)  All right, so you’ve seen all the commercials. 
You now have seen Governor Romney’s sales pitch.  He’s been
running around saying he’s got a five-point plan for the
economy, except it turns out it’s a one-point plan.  Folks at
the top play by a different set of rules than you do.  They get
to pay a lower tax rate.  They get to outsource more jobs. 
They want to see Wall Street run wild again. 
 

That was his philosophy in the boardroom.  That was his
philosophy as Governor.  And if it sounds familiar, it’s
because that was the philosophy that we tried in the decade
before I took office, and it led to falling incomes, and the
slowest job growth in half a century, and the worst economic
crisis since the Great Depression.  And we’ve been working for
four years to clean up the mess they left behind.  (Applause.) 
 
     Governor Romney knows this.  He knows his plan isn’t any
different than the policies that led to our recession, so in
the final weeks of this election, he has been counting on you
to forget.  He’s hoping you come down with -- what?
 
     AUDIENCE:  Romnesia!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  He’s hoping you come down with what we
call “Romnesia.”  (Laughter.)  He’s hoping you won’t remember
that his economic plan is more likely to create jobs in China
than here in America, because it rewards companies that move
jobs and profits overseas.  He’s hoping that you won’t remember
that he wants to give millionaires and billionaires a $250,000
tax cut, because the only way he can pay for it is either
blowing up the deficit or asking you to pay higher taxes.  He’s
hoping you will come down with a severe case of Romnesia before
you cast your ballot.
 
     But, Las Vegas, I want you all to know this:  If you feel
any symptoms coming on -- (laughter) -- fever, a ringing in
your ears, blurred vision, not being able to remember what you



said just last week -- if it’s coming on, the good news is we
can fix you up.  Obamacare covers preexisting conditions.  We
can make you well.  (Applause.)  There’s a cure, Nevada -- all
you’ve got to do is vote!  (Applause.)  We could cure this
thing.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, listen, I want to get serious for a
second.  We joke about Romnesia, but the reason I bring this up
is because it speaks to something serious and that is the issue
of trust.  When you elect a President, you don’t know exactly
what’s going to be coming up in the future.  You don’t know
what kind of crisis may arise.  You don’t know what kind of
decisions the President may have to make.
 
     But there’s no more serious issue in the presidential
campaign than who can you trust.  Trust matters.  Who’s going
to look out for you?  And here’s the thing -- Nevada, you know
me by now.  (Applause.)  You know I say what I mean, and I
mean what I say. 
 

We haven’t finished everything we set out to do in 2008,
but you know that every single day that I set foot in that
office, I am thinking about you.  (Applause.)  I am fighting
for your families.  And with your help, I’ve been keeping the
commitments that I made.  (Applause.)
 
     I told you I’d end the war in Iraq -- and I ended the war
in Iraq.  I said we’d the end the war in Afghanistan -- we are
transitioning as we speak.  I said we’d refocus on the
terrorists who actually attacked us on 9/11 -- and we have, and
there’s a new tower rising above the New York skyline.  Al
Qaeda is on the path to defeat.  Osama bin Laden is dead. 
(Applause.)  Our heroes, like Michael, are coming home.  I have
kept those promises.
 
     I promised to cut taxes for middle-class families and
small businesses -- and I have.  I promised to end taxpayer-
funded Wall Street bailouts for good -- and we have.  I
promised to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell,” because anybody who
loves this country should be able to serve in our military
regardless of who they love.  (Applause.)
 
     I bet on American workers and American ingenuity, and we
saved a dying auto industry that’s back on top of the world. 
On issue after issue, we are moving forward. 

 
After losing 9 million jobs in the Great Recession, our

businesses have added more than 5 million new jobs in the past
two and a half years.  The unemployment rate is falling.  Home
values and home sales are rising.  Our assembly lines are
humming.  We’ve got a long way to go, Nevada, but we’ve come
too far to go back now.  (Applause.)  We cannot afford to go
backwards to the policies that got us into this mess.  We’ve
got to go forward.  And that’s why I’m running for a second
term as President of the United States.  (Applause.)  That’s
why I need your vote.  

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 



THE PRESIDENT:  Now -- hold on.  Hold on a second.  Hold
on. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  All right, hold on, hold on, hold on -- I

got a little more on my plate here.  (Laughter.)  I got a
little more to my agenda. 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We love you, Obama!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I love you back.  (Applause.)  But this is

about the future.  And I have a plan that will actually create
jobs and create middle-class security.  And unlike Mitt Romney,
I’m proud to talk about what’s in my plan.  (Applause.)

 
I’m not going to pretend what’s in my plan is not in my

plan.  I’m not going to conveniently forget what I said last
week about my plan.  And the good news is that the math in my
plan actually adds up.  (Applause.) 

 
If you want to take a look, you can go to

BarackObama.com/plans.  You can share it with your friends and
neighbors and co-workers, because there are still people out
there who are trying to make up their minds.  Some of you here
may have just come to hear Katy Perry and still don’t know who
to vote for.  (Laughter.)  I’m just saying it’s possible. 

 
Some of you might have been dragged here by your

girlfriend or boyfriend.  They said, you know what, you have to
come to the rally and you didn’t feel like coming.  But now
that you’re here, I want you to compare my plans to Governor
Romney’s plans.  See which plan is better for you.  See which
plan is better for Nevada.  See which plan is better for
America’s future.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, the first thing I want to do -- end tax breaks for

companies that are shipping jobs overseas, reward small
businesses and manufacturers who create jobs right here in the
United States.  (Applause.) 

 
The second thing I want to do is cut our oil imports in

half by 2020 so we control our own energy.  And that also
means making sure that we are creating cars and trucks that
have higher gas mileage; making sure that we’re developing
solar and wind and biofuels -- the energy sources of the
future.  We are less dependent on foreign oil than at any time
in the last two decades because of the steps we’ve taken. 
    

But we've got more to do.  I want to build on that
progress.  I don't want fuel-efficient cars or solar panels
made in China -- I want them made here in Nevada. 
(Applause.)  I want them made here in America with American
workers.  And we can do it.  And, by the way, it will help our
environment as well as our economy and our national security. 
(Applause.) 
 
     Number three, we're going to make it a national mission
to educate our kids and train our workers better than anybody
else in the world.  (Applause.)  I want to recruit 100,000 math
and science teachers, train 2 million workers at our community



colleges to get the skills they need for the jobs that are
hiring right now.  I want to keep college tuition low so our
young people aren't burdened with debt.  (Applause.)  We can do
that. 
 
     I want us to reduce our deficit by $4 trillion, but do it
in a balanced way.  We'll cut out spending we don't need, but
I'm also going to ask the wealthiest to pay a little bit more
in taxes, including me -- (applause) -- so we can invest in
research and technology, and provide young people with the
support they need for their college educations.  Those things
will keep new jobs and businesses coming to America.
 
     And I'm not going to reduce the deficit by turning
Medicare into a voucher -- because no American should spend
their golden years at the mercy of insurance companies. 
(Applause.) 
 
     And finally, I want to use the savings from ending the war
in Iraq and Afghanistan to put our people back to work doing
some nation-building here at home -- (applause) -- building
roads and bridges and schools, sending broadband lines into
rural communities.
 
     When our veterans come home, I want to serve them as well
as they've served us.  (Applause.)  I want to help them find
jobs as police officers and firefighters and first responders. 
No one who fights for this country should have to fight for a
job, or a roof over their heads, or the care they need when
they come home.  (Applause.)
 
     So that's the plan, Nevada.  That's how you build a
strong, sustainable economy that has good middle-class jobs. 
That's how you encourage new businesses to stay here.  That's
how you increase take-home pay -- not by talking about it, but
by implementing plans that do it.  That's how you build an
economy where everybody who works hard has a chance to get
ahead.
 
     That's what we can do together.  And now it's up to you. 
Nevada, right here, right now, today, you have the chance to
choose the path we go from here.  It's up to the young people
here to choose the future that you believe in, that you want to
see.  It's up to you and the not-so-young people here, like
me, to choose the future we want to leave for the next
generation.  You can choose the top-down policies that got us
into this mess, or you can choose the policies that are getting
us out.  (Applause.) 
 
     You can choose a foreign policy that's reckless and all
over the map, or you can choose one that is steady and strong. 
You can choose to turn the clock back 50 years for women and
immigrants and gays, or in this election you can stand up for
the principle that America includes everybody.  We're all
created equal -- (applause) -- Black, white, Hispanic, Asian,
Native American, gay, straight, abled, disabled -- no matter
who you are, no matter what you look like, no matter where you
come from or who you love, in America you can make it if you
try.  (Applause.)  That's what you believe in.
 
     Nevada, we've been through tough times before.  We have



been through tough times before.  But the American people are
always tough.  We always come out on top because we pull
together, because we look after one another, because we leave
nobody behind -- we pull folks up.  We don't turn backwards. 
We look forward.  (Applause.)  We look forward.  We look
forward to the distant horizon -- (applause) -- to new
possibilities, to new frontiers.  That's what we believe and
that's who we are. 
 
     Our destiny is not written for us, it's written by us. 
And we can write the next chapter, together, right now.  That's
why I'm asking for your vote.  (Applause.)  And if you give me
your vote, I promise you I will always hear your voices. 
(Applause.) I will always fight for your families.  I will
spend every waking hour trying to make your lives a little bit
better.  (Applause.)
 
     I believe in you.  I need you to keep believing in me. 
(Applause.)  And if you'll stand with me, and work with me, and
knock on some doors with me, make some calls for me, we'll win
Clark County again.  (Applause.)  We'll win Nevada again. 
(Applause.)  We'll win this election.  We'll finish what we
started.  We'll remind the world why the United States of
America is the greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.) 
 
     Thank you, Nevada.  God bless you, and God bless the
United States of America.  (Applause.) 
 
                              END              10:12 P.M. PDT
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     THE VICE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Ohio!  (Applause.)  Hello, everybody back in the next county over
there!  What a great crowd!  (Applause.) 
 
     Before I begin, I want you all to look at those two words:  Vote Early.  Do it now. 
(Applause.)
 
     Wasn’t the President great last night?
 
     AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
     THE VICE PRESIDENT:  Last night, we saw a Commander-in-Chief who is in command of the issues. 
You guys got to see what I see every day for the last four years, a President who clearly
understands America’s interest around the world and has the courage to pursue and protect those
interests. 
 
     Ladies and gentlemen, this is a man who’s not only earned my respect and all those who work
with him and all of you, but he’s earned the respect of all the world leaders.  (Applause.)  Ladies
and gentlemen, the Commander-in-Chief not only knows how to lead America, but this Commander-in-
Chief is leading the world.  (Applause.)
 
     As my dad would say, this is a man with a steady hand and a clear vision; a man who leads not
only by the example of our power, but by the power of America’s example.  This is a President who
says what he means, means what he says, and does what he says.  (Applause.)
 
     This is a man the world relies on, and we rely on.  And, boy, was the contrast clear last
night.  (Applause.)  Whoa!  Whoa!  It wasn’t even close, was it?
 
     AUDIENCE:  No! 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  No.  (Laughter.)  As the President pointed out last night, these debates have
exposed that Governor Romney and Paul Ryan have a foreign policy right out of the ‘80s, a social
policy out of the ‘50s, and an economic policy right out of the ‘20s.  (Applause.)  The differences
in our policies and, I would submit to you, in our values, are profound, and the American people,
after four debates, know it.
 
     Ladies and gentlemen, that's why last night you saw Governor Romney rushing to agree with the
President on Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria.  He disavowed the foreign policy he’s been running on for
the past two years just like that.  Even this one -- this one amazed me.  (Laughter.)  This one
amazed me.  He even tried to rewrite the history of his position on rescuing the automobile
industry.  Whoa!  (Laughter.)   If I only knew he was ready to help back then.  (Laughter.)  If I
only knew.
 
     Look, half the time, I didn't know whether Governor Romney was there to debate Barack Obama or
endorse Barack Obama.  (Applause.)  I mean, it’s hard to tell.
 
     But I have a message for the good governor.  Governor, you can't run from the truth.  You
can't run from your record.  You can't run from your policies. 
 

Look at his policies -- opposition to nuclear arms control agreements; wanting to keep 30,000
troops in Iraq; shredding regulations, which he commits to do, letting Wall Street gamble with our
money again and letting banks write their own rules again; proposing over $2 trillion in new tax
cuts for the wealthy while raising taxes on the middle class.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
     THE VICE PRESIDENT:  Folks, folks, we have seen this movie before and we know how it ends.  It
ends in a catastrophe for the middle class.  It ends in the Great Recession of 2008.  And the
American people are not prepared to go back -- and we’re not either.  (Applause.)
 
     Folks, this President is leveling the playing field, getting the middle class back in the
game.  He knows how to build America, from the middle out.  That's how you build America.
(Applause.)  And thanks to his leadership and the grit of the American people, America is coming
back. 
 

There is no quit in America.  There never has been any quit in America.  (Applause.)  The
American people know only one way forward -- only one way -- and that is forward.  And together --
together, ladies and gentlemen, all of us -- even the 47 percent of us that Romney doesn't think
matter -- (applause) -- we’re moving forward.  (Applause.)  Regardless.
 
     I’ve never met two guys who are more down on America.  Every time they turn around, America is
in decline; American people won’t take responsibility.  I don't know where they live.  But it’s not
where we live.  It’s not who we are.  (Applause.)
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     And, ladies and gentlemen, regardless of what our opponents say, what they try to paint,
America is not in decline.  Americans are not dependent people.  We are strong.  We’re
independent.  We take responsibility.  And I’ve got news for Governor Romney and Congressman Ryan -
- it’s never, never, ever been a good bet to bet against the American people.  Never.  (Applause.)
 
     So, ladies and gentlemen, join me in welcoming my friend, our President, Barack Obama. 
(Applause.)
 

THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Ohio!  (Applause.)  Are you fired up?  (Applause.)  Are you ready to
go?  (Applause.)  I just want to make sure.  Are you fired up? 

 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Are you ready to go?
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes! 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Before we get started, I want everybody to give a big round of applause to Joe

Biden!  (Applause.) 
 
Now, first of all, you need to know Joe Biden is a man who is literally in love with a

teacher.  He doesn’t just say, I love teachers -- he’s married to a teacher.  (Applause.)  But more
importantly -- I want everybody to understand this -- I could not ask for a better partner than my
Vice President, Joe Biden.  (Applause.)  There’s nobody who knows more about foreign policy than my
Vice President.  There’s nobody who gives me better advice than my Vice President.  (Applause.) 
There’s nobody who you’d rather have in a foxhole with you when it matters most than my Vice
President.  (Applause.)  There’s nobody who cares more about the middle class and fights harder for
America than my Vice President.  (Applause.)  

 
I could not do what I do without him having my back every single day.  So I want you to give

him another big round of applause.  (Applause.)
 
AUDIENCE:  Joe!  Joe!  Joe!  Joe!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Joe!  Joe!  Joe!  Joe!
 
AUDIENCE:  Joe!  Joe!  Joe!  Joe!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  We've also got a great candidate for Congress -- Sharon Neuhardt is here. 

Give her a big round of applause.  (Applause.)
 

Now, two weeks, Ohio.  Two weeks.  Two weeks from today, Americans all across the country will
step into the voting booth. But here in Ohio, you can vote early.  (Applause.)  Here in Ohio, you
can vote right after this event.  (Applause.)  If you want to know where to vote, you go to
Vote.BarackObama.com.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Is Biden going to be there?
 
THE PRESIDENT:  He already voted -- and he’s proud of it.  (Applause.)  Anybody who is here

who has not yet voted, I want you to go vote.  Because you’ve got a very big choice to make.  Not
just a choice between two candidates or two parties -- but two different visions for this country
that we love.
 

Now, last night, we had our third debate.  (Applause.)  And I hope I made clear that there’s a
big difference between me and Mitt Romney.  (Applause.)  And it’s not just that he’s got better
hair.  (Laughter.)  Because the greatest responsibility I have as President is to keep the American
people safe.  That’s why I ended the war in Iraq, so we could go after the terrorists who actually
attacked us on 9/11.  (Applause.)  That’s why, working with Joe Biden and our national security
team, we’ve been able to decimate al Qaeda.  That’s why we were able to bring Osama bin Laden to
justice.  (Applause.)  That’s why we’re now ending the war in Iraq -- because after a decade of
war, it’s time to do some nation-building right here in Ohio, do some nation-building here in the
United States of America.  (Applause.)
 

In a world of new threats and challenges, America needs leadership that is strong and steady. 
Unfortunately, Governor Romney’s foreign policy has been wrong and reckless.  You heard him last
night -- he was all over the map. 
 

During the debate, he said he didn’t want more troops in Iraq.  But he was caught on a video
just a few months ago saying it was “unthinkable” not to leave 20,000 troops in Iraq.  Those troops
would still be there today instead of back home. 

 
Last night, he claimed to support my plan to end the war in Afghanistan, but he opposed a

timeline that would actually bring the rest of our troops home.  Last night, he said taking out bin
Laden was the right thing to do.  Back in 2007, he said it wasn’t worth “moving heaven and Earth”
to catch one man.
 

Now, I recognize that -- we must have some doctors in the house, because I’ve already heard
people identify this condition. It’s called Romnesia.  (Laughter and applause.)  And we had a
severe case breaking out last night.  (Laughter.)  So I want to go over the symptoms with you
because, Dayton, I sure don’t want anybody to catch it here in Ohio.  (Laughter.)
 

If you talk about how much you love teachers during a debate, but just a few weeks ago you
said we shouldn’t hire any more because it won’t grow our economy -- you might have Romnesia. 
(Applause.)
 

If you say you won’t give a big tax cut to the wealthy, but you’re on a video promising your
tax cut would include the top 1 percent -– that sounds like a classic case of Romnesia. 
(Applause.)
 

If you say that you love American cars during a debate, you’re a car guy, but you wrote an
article titled, “Let Detroit Go Bankrupt” -- you definitely have a case of Romnesia.  (Applause.)

 
Last night, Governor Romney looked you right in the eye -- looked me in the eye -- and tried

to pretend that he never said “let Detroit go bankrupt.”  Tried to pretend he meant the same thing
I did when we intervened and worked to make sure that management and workers got together to save



the U.S. auto industry -- pretended like somehow I had taken his advice.  (Laughter.) 
 
The people don’t forget.  The people of Dayton don’t forget.
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  The people of Ohio don’t forget.
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  If Mitt Romney had been President when the auto industry was on the verge of

collapse, we might not have an American auto industry today.  We’d be buying cars from China
instead of selling cars to China.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And you know how important that is to Ohio. The auto industry supports one in

eight Ohio jobs.  It’s a source of pride to this state.  It is a source of pride to our country.
It’s a source of pride to generations of workers.  I refused to walk away from those workers.  I
bet on those workers.  I refused to walk away from those jobs.  I understood that Americans can
compete.  I wasn’t about to let Detroit go bankrupt -- or Toledo go bankrupt, or Lordstown go
bankrupt.  I bet on American workers.  I bet on American manufacturing.  I would do it again
because that bet has paid off for Ohio and for America in a big way.  (Applause.)
 

So here’s the good news, Ohio.  If you’ve come down with a case of Romnesia -- (laughter) --
if you can’t seem to remember the positions that you’ve taken not just four years ago but four days
ago, if you don’t remember the positions that are on your website, if you don’t remember the
promises you’ve been making during the six years you’ve been running for President, you don’t have
to worry, because Obamacare covers preexisting conditions.  (Applause.)  We can fix you up! 
There’s a cure!  There’s a cure! (Applause.)  There’s a cure, but you’ve got to vote to make sure
that the medicine is there for Romnesia. 

 
Now, we joke about Governor Romney being all over the map, but it speaks to something

important -- it speaks of trust.  There’s no more serious issue in a presidential campaign than
trust.  Trust matters.  You want to know that the person who’s applying to be your President and
Commander-in-Chief is trustworthy, that he means what he says, that he’s not just making stuff up
depending on whether it’s convenient or not. 

 
So smart people who -- they don’t have a dog in this fight, they’ve crunched the numbers, and

we know that Governor Romney’s jobs plan doesn’t really create jobs.  We know his deficit plan
doesn’t really reduce the deficit.  His foreign policy is from the 1980s, before the Cold War was
over.  His social policy is from the 1950s, and his economic policies are from the 1920s. 

 
He knows he can’t sell that even though those are his positions, so in the closing weeks of

the campaign, he’s doing everything he can to hide his true positions and tell us what he thinks
you want to hear, and then spend most of his time telling you what he thinks is wrong with
America.  Joe Biden just talked about that, talking about America is in decline.  He is terrific at
making presentations about stuff he thinks is wrong with America.  But he sure can't give you an
answer about what will make it right.  And that's not leadership that you can trust. 
 
     You know, Ohio, you know me.  (Applause.)  You know I mean what I say.  (Applause.)  You know
that I do what I say I’m going to do.  (Applause.)  You know that I’ll make the tough decisions
even when they're not popular.  Folks don't remember what we did with the auto industry -- it
wasn’t popular when we did it.  It wasn’t even popular in Michigan and Ohio.  But it was necessary.
And because I had folks like Joe Biden with me who can support me when I make tough decisions, we
went in and did what we thought was right.  And I know people may not agree with every decision we
make, but you know that I’m doing it because I am fighting for the American people.  I’m doing what
I believe.  (Applause.)
 
     That's what you need from a President.  Yes, we’ve been through tough times, but there’s no
quit in America.  Our businesses have added more than 5 million new jobs over the past two and a
half years.  Manufacturing is growing faster than any time since the 1990s.  Our unemployment rate
has fallen to the lowest level since I took office.  Home values are rising.  The stock market has
rebounded.  Our assembly lines are humming again.  Our heroes are coming home.  (Applause.)  We are
moving forward.
 
     Four years ago I promised to cut taxes for middle-class families, and I kept that promise.  I
promised to cut taxes for small businesses.  We have, 18 times.  We got back every dime we used to
rescue the banks, with interest.  (Applause.)  And then we passed a law to end taxpayer-funded Wall
Street bailouts for good.  We repealed “don't ask, don't tell,” because anybody who wants to serve
in our military -- (applause) -- if they're a great soldier or Marine or airman or Coast Guardsman,
then they should be able to serve regardless of who they love.  (Applause.)
 
     We saved an American auto industry.  It’s engines are roaring at full throttle with nearly
250,000 new jobs.  That's not just something that the Midwest can be proud of, that's something
America can be proud of.
 
     Now, we know we’re not where we need to be -- not here, not anywhere -- but we’ve made real
progress.  We’ve got to build on that progress.  We can't go back to what got us into this mess. 
We need to move forward with what’s getting us out of this mess, and that's why I’m running for a
second term as President of the United States.  (Applause.)
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Now, last night and throughout this campaign I’ve laid out a plan for jobs and
middle class security.  Unlike, Mitt Romney, I’m proud to talk about what’s in my plan -- because,
first of all, the math actually adds up.  My plan will actually move America forward.  It’s not
just a sales job.  It’s not a sketchy deal.  It’s not the okeydoke.  (Laughter.)  If you want to
take a look, check it out at BarackObama.com/plans.  Share it with your friends.  Share it with
your neighbors.  Share it with your coworkers. 
 

There are still some people out there trying to make up their minds.  Some of you here may
still be trying to make up your mind.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 



THE PRESIDENT:  I’m just saying somebody might have just been taking a nice walk on a
beautiful day -- (laughter) -- and suddenly found themselves in the middle of an Obama rally.  And
if that’s what happened to you, I want you to look at our plan.  Compare it to Governor Romney’s
plan.  See which plan you think is better for you and for America’s future.

 
Well, he says he’s got a plan.  He’s got a one-point plan.

 
But I want to talk about what’s in my plan just so everybody knows exactly what I intend to do

over the next four years -- because I do what I say I’m going to do.  First, my plan builds on our
manufacturing base by extending -- by making sure that we’re ending tax breaks for companies that
are shipping jobs overseas.  I want to give those tax breaks to small business and manufacturers
that create jobs right here in Dayton, right here in the United States of America.  That’s what I
want to do.  (Applause.)
 

Number two, my plan cuts our oil imports in half by 2020, so we control more of our own
energy.  You may have heard me say this -- today we’re less dependent on foreign oil than any time
in the last two decades.  And one of the reasons is because we’ve increased fuel standards on cars
and trucks, so you go twice as far on a gallon of gas.  And I want to build on that progress.  I
don’t want fuel-efficient cars and long-lasting batteries and wind turbines all made in China.  I
want them manufactured right here in the United States of America.  And we can do that. 
(Applause.)
 

Number three, my plan is going to make it a national mission to educate our kids and train our
workers so that we can compete with anybody in the world.  I want to recruit 100,000 new math and
science teachers over the next decade; train 2 million workers at community colleges with the
skills that businesses are looking for right now.  There are jobs to be had right now, but the
workers have to be able to get the training for them.  I want to make sure colleges and
universities keep tuition low so our young people can get a college education without being loaded
up with debt.  We can do that.  (Applause.)
 

Number four, my plan will cut our deficit by $4 trillion -- it actually adds up.  We can do
the math on the website.  And the plan, we’ll do it in a balanced way over the next 10 years.  I’ll
cut spending we don’t need, but we’re also going to have to ask the wealthiest among us to do a
little bit more.  Because that will allow us to invest in research and technology to keep new jobs
coming, to keep new businesses coming here to America.  (Applause.) 

 
And I’ll never balance the deficit by turning Medicare into a voucher.  (Applause.)  No

American should have to spend their golden years at the mercy of an insurance company.
 

And finally, my plan says let’s take the savings from ending the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and let’s put some people back to work right here at home, doing some nation-building -- repairing
roads, fixing bridges, remodeling schools, laying down broadband lines, making our economy more
competitive. 

 
And when our veterans come home, let’s put them back to work in some of these jobs.  Let’s

make sure we’re serving them as well as they’ve served us.  Governor Romney did not even mention
our veterans last night.

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Not a word.  Not a word.  He may have already written off half the country

behind closed doors, but the men and women and their families who have served our country so
bravely, that Joe and I talk to almost every day and we see the sacrifices they’re making, they
deserve better from somebody who’s applying to be Commander-in-Chief.  We’re fighting for them
every single day.  (Applause.) 
 

So Ohio, that’s the plan we need.  That’s what will create jobs.  That’s how you build a
strong, sustainable economy that good, middle-class jobs have to offer.  That’s how you encourage
businesses to start here in America.  That’s how you increase take-home pay, not just by talking
about it.  That’s how you build an economy where everybody who works hard has a chance to get
ahead.  We don’t build the economy from the top down.  We build it from the middle up. 
 

And now it’s up to you -- right here, right now.  You’ve got to decide which path we’re going
to take.  You can choose the top-down policies that got us into this mess, or you can choose the
policies that we are promoting that will get us out of this mess.  (Applause.)  You can choose a
foreign policy that’s reckless and wrong -- or you can choose the foreign policy that Joe and I
have been applying that’s steady and strong.
 

You can choose to turn back the clock 50 years for women, and immigrants, and gays, or you can
say, in this election, we believe that everybody has got a place in America.  We want to make sure
everybody has got opportunity.  No matter who you are, no matter what you look like, no matter
where you come from, no matter what your last name is, no matter who you love, here in America, you
can make it if you try.  (Applause.)
 

So I’m asking for your vote.  I’m asking you to help me finish the job.  I believe in you, and
I need you to keep believing in me.  And if you stand with me, and knock on some doors with me,
make some phone calls for me, we’ll win Montgomery County again.  We’ll win Ohio again. 
(Applause.)  We’ll win this election again.  We’ll finish what we started.   We’ll remind the world
why the United States of America is the greatest nation on Earth.  (Applause.)  
 

God bless you, Ohio.  God bless the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 
 
                   END                 4:27 P.M. EDT

-----
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     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Good evening from the campus of Lynn
University here in Boca Raton, Florida.  This is the fourth and
last debate of the 2012 campaign, brought to you by the
Commission on Presidential Debates.  This one is on foreign
policy.  I'm Bob Schieffer of CBS News.
 
     The questions are mine and I have not shared them with the
candidates or their aides.  The audience has taken a vow of
silence -- no applause, no reaction of any kind -- except right
now, when we welcome President Barack Obama and Governor Mitt
Romney.  (Applause.)   
 
     Gentlemen, your campaigns have agreed to certain rules,
and they are simple.  They’ve asked me to divide the evening
into segments.  I'll pose a question at the beginning of each
segment. You will each have two minutes to respond, and then we
will have a general discussion until we move to the next
segment.
 
     Tonight’s debate, as both of you know, comes on the 50th
anniversary of the night that President Kennedy told the world
that the Soviet Union had installed nuclear missiles in Cuba,
perhaps the closest we've ever come to nuclear war.  And it is
a sobering reminder that every President faces at some point an
unexpected threat to our national security from abroad.
 
     So let’s begin.
 
     The first segment is the challenge of a changing Middle
East and the new face of terrorism.  I'm going to put this into
two segments, so you’ll have two topic questions within this
one segment on the subject.  The first question -- and it
concerns Libya.
 

The controversy over what happened there continues.  Four
Americans are dead, including an American Ambassador. 
Questions remain of what happened:  What caused it?  Was it
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spontaneous? Was it an intelligence failure?  Was it a policy
failure?  Was there an attempt to mislead people about what
really happened?

 
Governor Romney, you said this was an example of an

American policy in the Middle East that is unraveling before
our very eyes.  I'd like to hear each of you give your thoughts
on that.  Governor Romney, you won the toss -- you go first.

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you, Bob.  And thank you for

agreeing to moderate this debate this evening.  Thank you to
Lynn University for welcoming us here.  And, Mr. President,
it’s good to be with you again.  We were together at a humorous
event a little earlier, and it’s nice to maybe be funny this
time -- not on purpose.  We'll see what happens. 

 
This is obviously an area of great concern to the entire

world, and to America in particular, which is to see a complete
change in the structure and the environment in the Middle
East.  With the Arab Spring came a great deal of hope that
there would be a change towards more moderation, an opportunity
for greater participation on the part of women in public life
and in economic life in the Middle East.  But instead we've
seen in nation after nation a number of disturbing events.

 
Of course, we see in Syria, 30,000 civilians having been

killed by the military there.  We see in Libya, an attack,
apparently by -- I think we know now -- by terrorists of some
kind against our people there, four people dead.  Our hearts
and minds go to them.

 
Mali has been taken over -- the northern part of Mali by

al Qaeda-type individuals.  We have in Egypt a Muslim
Brotherhood president.  And so what we're seeing is a pretty
dramatic reversal of the kind of hopes we had for that region. 
Of course, the greatest threat of all is Iran, four years
closer to a nuclear weapon. 

 
And we're going to have to recognize that we have to do

as the President has done -- I congratulate him on taking out
Osama bin Laden and going after the leadership in al Qaeda. 
But we can't kill our way out of this mess.  We're going to
have to put in place a very comprehensive and robust strategy
to help the world of Islam and other parts of the world reject
this radical, violent extremism, which is -- it’s certainly not
on the run.  It’s certainly not hiding.  This is a group that
is now involved in 10 or 12 countries.  And it presents an
enormous threat to our friends, to the world, to America long
term, and we must have a comprehensive strategy to help reject
this kind of extremism.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Mr. President.
 

     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, my first job as Commander-in-Chief,
Bob, is to keep the American people safe.  And that's what
we've done over the last four years.  We ended the war in
Iraq, refocused our attention on those who actually killed us
on 9/11. And as a consequence, al Qaeda’s core leadership has
been decimated.
 
     In addition, we're now able to transition out of



Afghanistan in a responsible way, making sure that Afghans take
responsibility for their own security.  And that allows us also
to rebuild alliances and make friends around the world to
combat future threats.  Now, with respect to Libya, as I
indicated in the last debate, when we received that phone call,
I immediately made sure that, number one, we did everything we
could to secure those Americans who were still in harm’s way;
number two, that we would investigate exactly what happened;
and number three, most importantly, that we would go after
those who killed Americans and we would bring them to justice. 
And that’s exactly what we’re going to do.
 
     But I think it’s important to step back and think about
what happened in Libya.  Now, keep in mind that I and Americans
took leadership in organizing an international coalition that
made sure that we were able to -- without putting troops on
the ground, at the cost of less than what we spent in two
weeks in Iraq -- liberate a country that had been under the
yoke of dictatorship for 40 years, got rid of a despot who had
killed Americans.  And, as a consequence, despite this tragedy,
you had tens of thousands of Libyans, after the events in
Benghazi, marching and saying, “America is our friend.  We
stand with them.”  Now, that represents the opportunity we have
to take advantage of. 
 
     And, Governor Romney, I’m glad that you agree that we have
been successful in going after al Qaeda, but I have to tell
you that your strategy previously has been one that has been
all over the map, and is not designed to keep Americans safe or
to build on the opportunities that exist in the Middle East.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, my strategy is pretty
straightforward, which is to go after the bad guys, to make
sure we do our very best to interrupt them, to kill them, to
take them out of the picture.  But my strategy is broader than
that.  That’s important, of course.  But the key that we’re
going to have to pursue is a pathway to get the Muslim world
to be able to reject extremism on its own.  We don’t want
another Iraq.  We don’t want another Afghanistan.  That’s not
the right course for us. 
 

The right course for us is to make sure that we go after
the people who are leaders of these various anti-American
groups and these jihadists, but also help the Muslim world. 
And how do we do that?  A group of Arab scholars came
together, organized by the U.N., to look at how we can help the
world reject these terrorists.  And the answer they came up
with was this:  One, more economic development.  We should key
our foreign aid, our direct foreign investment -- and that of
our friends -- we should coordinate it to make sure that we
push back and give them more economic development.  Number two,
better education.  Number three, gender equality.  Number four,
the rule of law.  We have to help these nations create civil
societies. 

 
But what’s been happening over the last couple of years is

as we’ve watched this tumult in the Middle East, this rising
tide of chaos occur, you see al Qaeda rushing in.  You see
other jihadist groups rushing in.  And they’re throughout many
nations in the Middle East. 

 



It’s wonderful that Libya seems to be making some
progress, despite this terrible tragedy.  But next door, of
course, we have Egypt -- Libya is 6 million population, Egypt
80 million population.  We want to make sure that we’re seeing
progress throughout the Middle East, with Mali now having North
Mali taken over by al Qaeda; with Syria having Assad continuing
to kill -- to murder his own people.  This is a region in
tumult.  And of course, Iran on the path to a nuclear weapon -
- we’ve got real problems in the region.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let’s give the President a chance.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Governor Romney, I’m glad that you

recognize that al Qaeda is a threat, because a few months ago,
when you were asked what’s the biggest geopolitical threat
facing America, you said Russia -- not al Qaeda -- you said
Russia.  And the 1980s are now calling to ask for their foreign
policy back because the Cold War has been over for 20 years.
 
     But, Governor, when it comes to our foreign policy, you
seem to want to import the foreign policies of the 1980s, just
like the social policies of the 1950s, and the economic
policies of the 1920s.
 
     You say that you’re not interested in duplicating what
happened in Iraq, but just a few weeks ago you said you think
we should have more troops in Iraq right now.  And the
challenge we have -- I know you haven’t been in a position to
actually execute foreign policy, but every time you’ve offered
an opinion, you’ve been wrong.  You said we should have gone
into Iraq, despite the fact that there were no weapons of mass
destruction.  You said that we should still have troops in Iraq
to this day. 
 

You indicated that we shouldn’t be passing nuclear
treaties with Russia, despite the fact that 71 senators --
Democrats and Republicans -- voted for it.  You’ve said that,
first, we should not have a timeline in Afghanistan; then you
said we should; now you say maybe, or it depends -- which
means not only were you wrong, but you were also confusing and
sending mixed messages both to our troops and our allies.
 
     So what we need to do with respect to the Middle East is
strong, steady leadership, not wrong and reckless leadership
that is all over the map.  And unfortunately, that's the kinds
of opinions that you’ve offered throughout this campaign, and
it is not a recipe for American strength or keeping America
safe over the long term.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  I’m going to add a couple of minutes here
to give you a chance to respond.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, of course, I don't concur with
what the President said about my own record and the things that
I’ve said.  They don't happen to be accurate.
 
     But I can say this -- that we’re talking about the Middle
East and how to help the Middle East reject the kind of
terrorism we’re seeing and the rising tide of tumult and
confusion.  And attacking me is not an agenda.  Attacking me is
not talking about how we’re going to deal with the challenges



that exist in the Middle East and take advantage of the
opportunity there and stem the tide of this violence.
 
     But I’ll respond to a couple of the things you mentioned. 
First of all, Russia I indicated is a geopolitical foe, not a -
-
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Number one geopolitical --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Excuse me.  It’s a geopolitical foe, and
I said in the same -- in the same paragraph I said, and Iran
is the greatest national security threat we face.  Russia does
continue to battle us in the U.N. time and time again.  I have
clear eyes on this.  I’m not going to wear rose-colored
glasses when it comes to Russia or Mr. Putin.  And I’m
certainly not going to say to him, I’ll give you more
flexibility after the election.  After the election, he’ll get
more backbone.
 
     Number two, with regards to Iraq, you and I agreed, I
believe, that there should have been a status of forces
agreement.  Did you --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That's not true.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Oh, you didn't -- you didn't want a
status of forces agreement?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  No, what I -- what I would not have done
is left 10,000 troops in Iraq that would tie us down.  That
certainly would not help us in the Middle East.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’m sorry.  You actually -- there was an
effort on the part of the President --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  You are --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- to have a Status of Forces Agreement
--
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  He was --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And I concurred in that and said that we
should have some number of troops that stayed on.  That was
something I concurred with --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- your posture.  That was my posture as
well.  You thought it should have been 5,000 troops. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I thought it should have been more
troops.  But you know what, the answer was --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  This is just a few weeks ago.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- we got no troops through whatsoever. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  This is just a few weeks ago that you



indicated that we should still have troops in Iraq.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  No, I didn't.  I’m sorry, that's --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  You made a major speech.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I indicated that you -- I indicated that
you failed to put in place a status of forces agreement --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- at the end of the conflict that
existed in Iraq. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor, here’s one thing --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let him answer, please.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Here’s one thing I’ve learned as
Commander-in-Chief.  You’ve got to be clear both to our allies
and our enemies about where you stand and what you mean.  Now,
you just gave a speech a few weeks ago in which you said we
should still have troops in Iraq.  That is not a recipe for
making sure that we are taking advantage of the opportunities
and meeting the challenges of the Middle East. 
 
     Now, it is absolutely true that we cannot just beat these
challenges militarily.  And so what I’ve done, throughout my
presidency and will continue to do, is, number one, make sure
that these countries are supporting our counterterrorism
efforts.
 

Number two, make sure that they are standing by our
interests in Israel’s security -- because it is a true friend
and our greatest ally in the region. 

 
Number three, we do have to make sure that we’re

protecting religious minorities and women because these
countries can’t develop unless all the population -- not just
half of it -- is developing. 

 
Number four, we do have to develop their economic

capabilities.  But number five, the other thing that we have to
do is recognize that we can’t continue to do nation-building in
these regions -- part of American leadership is making sure
that we’re doing nation-building here at home.  That will help
us maintain the kind of American leadership that we need.
 

MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let me interject the second topic question
in this segment about the Middle East and so on.  And that is
-- you both mentioned -- alluded to this, and that is Syria. 

 
The war in Syria has now spilled over into Lebanon.  We

have, what, more than a hundred people that were killed there
in a bomb.  There were demonstrations there, eight people
dead.  Mr. President, it’s been more than a year since you saw
-- you told Assad he had to go.  Since then, 30,000 Syrians
have died.  We’ve had 300,000 refugees.  The war goes on; he’s
still there.  Should we reassess our policy and see if we can
find a better way to influence events there, or is that even
possible?  And you go first, sir.



 
THE PRESIDENT:  What we’ve done is organize the

international community, saying Assad has to go.  We’ve
mobilized sanctions against that government.  We have made sure
that they are isolated.  We have provided humanitarian
assistance, and we are helping the opposition organize.  And
we’re particularly interested in making sure that we’re
mobilizing the moderate forces inside of Syria.

 
But ultimately, Syrians are going to have to determine

their own future.  And so everything we’re doing, we’re doing
in consultation with our partners in the region -- including
Israel, which obviously has a huge interest in seeing what
happens in Syria; coordinating with Turkey and other countries
in the region that have a great interest in this.

 
Now, what we’re seeing taking place in Syria is

heartbreaking.  And that’s why we are going to do everything we
can to make sure that we are helping the opposition.  But we
also have to recognize that for us to get more entangled
militarily in Syria is a serious step.  And we have to do so
making absolutely certain that we know who we are helping, that
we’re not putting arms in the hands of folks who eventually
could turn them against us or our allies in the region.

 
And I am confident that Assad’s days are numbered.  But

what we can’t do is to simply suggest that, as Governor Romney
at times has suggested, that giving heavy weapons, for example,
to the Syrian opposition is a simple proposition that would
lead us to be safer over the long term.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, let’s step back and talk about

what’s happening in Syria and how important it is.  First of
all, 30,000 people being killed by their government is a
humanitarian disaster.  Secondly, Syria is an opportunity for
us because Syria plays an important role in the Middle East,
particularly right now, Syria is Iran’s only ally in the Arab
world.  It’s their route to the sea.  It’s the route for them
to arm Hezbollah in Lebanon, which threatens, of course, our
ally, Israel.  And so seeing Syria remove Assad is a very high
priority for us.  Number two, seeing a replacement government
being responsible people is critical for us. 

 
And finally, we don’t want to have military involvement

there.  We don’t want to get drawn in to a military conflict. 
And so the right course for us is working through our partners
and with our own resources to identify responsible parties
within Syria, organize them, bring them together in a form of,
not government, a form of council that can take the lead in
Syria, and then make sure they have the arms necessary to
defend themselves.
 
     We do need to make sure that they don’t have arms that
get into the wrong hands, that those arms could be used to
hurt us down the road.  We need to make sure as well that we
coordinate this effort with our allies, and particularly with
Israel.  But the Saudis and the Qatari and the Turks are all
very concerned about this.  They’re willing to work with us. 
We need to have a very effective leadership effort in Syria,



making sure that the insurgents there are armed and that the
insurgents that become armed are people who will be the
responsible parties.
 
     Recognize -- I believe that Assad must go.  I believe he
will go.  But I believe we want to make sure that we have the
relationships of friendship with the people that take his
place, such that in the years to come, we see Syria as a
friend and Syria as a responsible party in the Middle East. 
 

This is a critical opportunity for America.  And what I’m
afraid of is we’ve watched over the past year or so, first the
President saying, well, we’ll let the U.N. deal with it and
Assad -- excuse me -- Kofi Annan came in and said we’re going
to try -- have a ceasefire.  That didn’t work.  Then it looked
to the Russians and said, let’s see if you can do something. 
We should be playing the leadership role there -- not on the
ground with military, but play the leadership role.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  We are playing the leadership role.  We
organized the Friends of Syria.  We are mobilizing humanitarian
support and support for the opposition.  And we are making sure
that those we help are those who will be friends of ours in
the long term and friends of our allies in the region over the
long term.
 
     But going back to Libya, because this is an example of
how we make choices -- when we went into Libya, and we were
able to immediately stop the massacre there because of the
unique circumstances and the coalition that we had helped to
organize, we also had to make sure that Muammar Qaddafi didn’t
stay there.
 

And to the Governor’s credit, you supported us going into
Libya and the coalition that we organized.  But when it came
time to making sure that Qaddafi did not stay in power, that he
was captured, Governor, your suggestion was that this was
mission creep, that this was mission muddle. 
 
     Imagine if we had pulled out at that point.  Muammar
Qaddafi had more American blood on his hands than any
individual other than Osama bin Laden, and so we were going to
make sure that we finished the job.  That’s part of the reason
why the Libyans stand with us.  But we did so in a careful,
thoughtful way, making certain that we knew who we were dealing
with; that those forces of moderation on the ground were ones
that we could work with.  And we have to take the same kind of
steady, thoughtful leadership when it comes to Syria.  That’s
exactly what we’re doing.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor, can I just ask you, would you go
beyond what the administration would do?  Like, for example,
would you put in no-fly zones over Syria?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I don’t want to have our military
involved in Syria.  I don’t think there’s a necessity to put
our military in Syria at this stage.  I don’t anticipate that
in the future.  As I indicated, our objectives are to replace
Assad and to have in place a new government which is friendly



to us -- a responsible government, if possible.  And I want to
make sure they get armed and they have the arms necessary to
defend themselves, but also to remove Assad.
 
     But I do not want to see a military involvement on the
part of our troops.  And this isn’t going to be necessary.  We
have -- with our partners in the region, we have sufficient
resources to support those groups. 
 

But, look, this has been going on for a year.  This is a
time -- this should have been a time for American leadership. 
We should have taken a leading role -- not militarily, but a
leading role organizationally, governmentally -- to bring
together the parties there, to find responsible parties. 

 
As you hear from intelligence sources even today, the

insurgents are highly disparate; they haven’t come together;
they haven’t formed a unity group, a council of some kind. 
That needs to happen.  America can help that happen.  And we
need to make sure they have the arms they need to carry out
the very important role, which is getting rid of Assad.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Can we get a quick response, Mr.

President?  Because I want to ask about Egypt.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I’ll be very quick.  What you just heard

Governor Romney said is he doesn’t have different ideas, and
that’s because we’re doing exactly what we should be doing to
try to promote a moderate Syrian leadership and an effective
transition so that we get Assad out.  That’s the kind of
leadership we’ve shown.  That’s the kind of leadership we’ll
continue to show.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  May I ask you, during the Egyptian

turmoil, there came a point when you said it was time for
President Mubarak to go.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Right.
 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Some in your administration thought

perhaps we should have waited a while on that.  Do you have
any regrets about that? 

 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, I don’t, because I think that America

has to stand with democracy.  The notion that we would have
tanks run over those young people who were in Tahrir Square --
that is not the kind of American leadership that John F.
Kennedy talked about 50 years ago. 

 
But what I’ve also said is that now that you have a

democratically elected government in Egypt, they have to make
sure that they take responsibility for protecting religious
minorities -- and we have put significant pressure on them to
make sure they’re doing that; to recognize the rights of women,
which is critical throughout the region.  These countries can’t
develop if young women are not given the kind of education that
they need.  They have to abide by their treaty with Israel. 
That is a red line for us, because not only is Israel’s
security at stake, but our security is at stake if that
unravels.

 



They have to make sure that they’re cooperating with us
when it comes to counterterrorism.  And we will help them with
respect to developing their own economy -- because ultimately,
what’s going to make the Egyptian revolution successful for the
people of Egypt but also for the world is if those young
people who gathered there are seeing opportunities.  Their
aspirations are similar to young people’s here.  They want
jobs.  They want to be able to make sure their kids are going
to a good school.  They want to make sure that they have a
roof over their heads and that they have the prospects of a
better life in the future. 
 
     And so one of the things that we’ve been doing is, for
example, organizing entrepreneurship conferences with these
Egyptians to give them a sense of how they can start rebuilding
their economy in a way that’s non-corrupt, that’s transparent. 
 

But what is also important for us to understand is, is
that for America to be successful in this region, there are
some things that we’re going to have to do here at home as
well.  One of the challenges over the last decade is we’ve done
experiments in nation-building in places like Iraq and
Afghanistan, and we’ve neglected, for example, developing our
own economy, our own energy sectors, our own education system. 
And it’s very hard for us to project leadership around the
world when we’re not doing what we need to do here.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor Romney, I’m going to hear your
response to that.  But I would just ask you, would you have
stuck with Mubarak?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  No.  I believe, as the President
indicated, and said at the time that I supported his action
there.  I felt that -- I wish we would have had a better
vision of the future.  I wish that, looking back at the
beginning of the President’s term and even further back than
that, that we would have recognized that there was a growing
energy and passion for freedom in that part of the world, and
that we would have worked more aggressively with our friend and
with other friends in the region to have them make the
transition towards a more representative form of government,
such that it didn’t explode in the way it did. 
 

But once it exploded, I felt the same as the President
did, which is these freedom voices in the streets of Egypt
were the people who were speaking of our principles.  And
President Mubarak had done things which were unimaginable, and
the idea of him crushing his people was not something that we
could possibly support.
 
     Let me step back and talk about what I think our mission
has to be in the Middle East and even more broadly -- because
our purpose is to make sure the world is more -- is peaceful. 
We want a peaceful planet.  We want people to be able to enjoy
their lives and know they’re going to have a bright and
prosperous future and not be at war.  That’s our purpose.  And
the mantle of leadership for promoting the principles of peace
has fallen to America.  We didn’t ask for it, but it’s an honor
that we have it.  But for us to be able to promote those
principles of peace requires us to be strong, and that begins
with a strong economy here at home.  And unfortunately, the



economy is not stronger. 
 

When the President of Iraq -- excuse me, of Iran,
Ahmadinejad, says that our debt makes us not a great country,
that’s a frightening thing.  The former chief of -- the Joint
Chiefs of Staff said that -- Admiral Mullen -- said that our
debt is the biggest national security threat we face. 

 
     We have weakened our economy.  We need a strong economy. 
We need to have, as well, a strong military.  Our military is
second to none in the world.  We’re blessed with terrific
soldiers and extraordinary technology and intelligence.  But
the idea of a trillion dollars in cuts through sequestration
and budget cuts to the military would change that.
    
     We need to have strong allies.  Our association and
connection with our allies is essential to America’s strength. 
We’re the great nation that has allies -- 42 allies and friends
around the world.  And finally we have to stand by our
principles. 
 
     And if we’re strong in each of those things, American
influence will grow.  But, unfortunately, in nowhere in the
world is America’s influence greater today than it was four
years ago. 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And that's because we’ve become weaker -
-
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Bob, I think --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- on each of those four dimensions.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  You’re going to get a chance to respond
to that because that's a perfect segue into our next segment,
and that is what is America’s role in the world.  And that is
the question:  What do each of you see as our role in the
world?  And I believe, Governor Romney, it’s your turn to go
first.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, I absolutely believe that America
has a responsibility and the privilege of helping defend
freedom and promote the principles that make the world more
peaceful, and those principles include human rights, human
dignity, free enterprise, freedom of expression, elections --
because when there are elections, people tend to vote for
peace.  They don't vote for war.  So we want to promote those
principles around the world. 
 
     We recognize that there are places of conflict in the
world. We want to end those conflicts to the extent humanly
possible.  But in order to be able to fulfill our role in the
world, America must be strong.  America must lead.  And for
that to happen, we have to strengthen our economy here at
home.  You can't have 23 million people struggling to get a
job.  You can't have an economy that over the last three years
keeps slowing down in its growth rate.  You can't have kids
coming out of college, half of whom can't find a job today, or
a job that's commensurate with their college degree.  We have
to get our economy going.



 
     And our military -- we’ve got to strengthen our military
long term.  We don't know what the world is going to throw at
us down the road.  We make decisions today in a military that
will confront challenges we can't imagine.  In the 2000
debates, there was no mention of terrorism, for instance.  And
a year later, 9/11 happened.  So we have to make decisions
based upon uncertainty, and that means a strong military.  I
will not cut our military budget.
 
     We have to also stand by our allies.  I think the tension
that existed between Israel and the United States was very
unfortunate.  I think also that pulling our missile defense
program out of Poland in the way we did was also unfortunate in
terms of, if you will, disrupting the relationship in some ways
that existed between us.
 
     And then of course, with regards to standing for our
principles, when the students took the streets in Tehran, and
the people there protested, the Green Revolution occurred.  For
the President to be silent, I thought was an enormous mistake. 
We have to stand for our principles, stand for our allies,
stand for a strong military and stand for a stronger economy.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Mr. President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  America remains the one indispensible
nation, and the world needs a strong America, and it is
stronger now than when I came into office.  Because we ended
the war in Iraq, we were able to refocus our attention on not
only the terrorist threat, but also beginning a transition
process in Afghanistan.
 
     It also allowed us to refocus on alliances and
relationships that had been neglected for a decade.  And,
Governor Romney, our alliances have never been stronger -- in
Asia, in Europe, in Africa, with Israel, where we have
unprecedented military and intelligence cooperation, including
dealing with the Iranian threat. 
 

But what we also have been able to do is position
ourselves so we can start rebuilding America.  And that’s what
my plan does -- making sure that we’re bringing manufacturing
back to our shores so that we’re creating jobs here, as we’ve
done with the auto industry -- not rewarding companies that are
shipping jobs overseas; making sure that we’ve got the best
education system in the world, including retraining our workers
for the jobs of tomorrow. 

 
Doing everything we can to control our own energy.  We’ve

cut our oil imports to the lowest level in two decades because
we’ve developed oil and natural gas, but we also have to
develop clean energy technologies that will allow us to cut our
exports in half by 2020.  That’s the kind of leadership that
we need to show. 
 

And we’ve got to make sure that we reduce our deficit. 
Unfortunately, Governor Romney’s plan doesn’t do it.  We’ve got
to do it in a responsible way by cutting out spending we don’t
need, but also by asking the wealthiest to pay a little bit
more. That way we can invest in the research and technology



that’s always kept us at the cutting edge.
 
Now, Governor Romney has taken a different approach

throughout this campaign.  Both at home and abroad, he has
proposed wrong and reckless policies.  He’s praised George Bush
as a good economic steward and Dick Cheney as somebody who
shows great wisdom and judgment.  And taking us back to those
kinds of strategies that got us into this mess are not the way
that we are going to maintain leadership in the 21st century.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor Romney, wrong and reckless

policies?
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’ve got the policy for a future, an

agenda for the future.  And when it comes to our economy here
at home, I know what it takes to create 12 million new jobs
and rising take-home pay.  And what we’ve seen over the last
four years is something I don’t want to see over the next four
years.

 
The President said by now we’d be at 5.4 percent

unemployment.  We’re 9 million jobs short of that.  I will get
America working again and see rising take-home pay again, and
I’ll do it with five simple steps.

 
Number one, we are going to have North American energy

independence.  We’re going to do it by taking full advantage of
oil, coal, gas, nuclear, and our renewables.  Number two, we’re
going to increase our trade.  Trade grows about 12 percent per
year.  It doubles about every five or so years.  We can do
better than that, particularly in Latin America. 
 

The opportunities for us in Latin America we have just not
taken advantage of fully.  As a matter of fact, Latin America’s
economy is almost as big as the economy of China.  We’re all
focused on China.  Latin America is a huge opportunity for us -
- time zone, language opportunities.
 
     Number three, we’re going to have to have training
programs that work for our workers and schools that finally put
the parents and the teachers and the kids first, and the
teachers unions are going to have to go behind.
 
     And then we’re going to have to get to a balanced
budget.  We can’t expect entrepreneurs and businesses, large
and small, to take their life savings or their company’s money
and invest in America if they think we’re headed to the road
to Greece.  And that’s where we’re going right now unless we
finally get off this spending and borrowing binge.  And I’ll
get us on track to a balanced budget.
 
     And finally, number five, we’ve got to champion small
business.  Small businesses are where jobs come from.  Two-
thirds of our jobs come from small businesses.  New business
formation is down at the lowest level in 30 years under this
administration.  I want to bring it back and get back good jobs
and rising take-home pay.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, let’s talk about what we need to
compete.  First of all, Governor Romney talks about small
businesses, but, Governor, when you were in Massachusetts,



small businesses development ranked about 48th, I think, out of
50 states in Massachusetts because the policies that you’re
promoting actually don’t help small businesses.  And the way
you define small businesses include folks at the very top --
they include you and me.  That’s not the kind of small business
promotion we need.
 
     But let’s take an example that we know is going to make a
difference in the 21st century, and that’s our education
policy. We didn’t have a lot of chance to talk about this in
the last debate.  Under my leadership, what we’ve done is
reformed education, working with governors -- 46 states.  We’ve
seen progress and gains in schools that were having a terrible
time, and they’re starting to finally make progress.  And what
I now want to do is to hire more teachers, especially in math
and science, because we know that we’ve fallen behind when it
comes to math and science.  And those teachers can make a
difference.
 
     Now, Governor Romney, when you were asked by teachers
whether or not this would help the economy grow, you said this
isn’t going to help the economy grow.  When you were asked
about reduced class sizes, you said class sizes don’t make a
difference.  But I tell you, if you talk to teachers, they will
tell you it does make a difference.  And if we’ve got math
teachers who are able to provide the kind of support that they
need for our kids, that’s what’s going to determine whether or
not the new businesses are created here.  Companies are going
to locate here depending on whether we’ve got the most highly
skilled workforce. 
 
     And the kinds of budget proposals that you’ve put forward,
when we don’t ask either you or me to pay a dime more in terms
of reducing the deficit, but instead we slash support for
education, that’s undermining our long-term competitiveness. 
That is not good for America’s position in the world -- and the
world notices.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let me get back to foreign policy.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, look --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Can I just get back to --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, I need to speak a moment if
you’ll let me, Bob --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Okay.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- just about education, because I’m so
proud of the state that I had the chance to be governor of. 
We have, every two years, tests that look at how well our kids
are doing.  Fourth-graders and eighth-graders are tested in
English and math.  While I was governor, I was proud that our
fourth-graders came out number one of all 50 states in English
and then also in math, and our eighth-graders number one in
English and also in math.  First time one state had been number
one in all four measures.
 
     How did we do that?  Well, Republicans and Democrats came
together on a bipartisan basis to put in place education



principles that focused on having great teachers in the
classroom, and that was --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Ten years earlier, Governor.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- and that was what allowed us to
become the number-one state in the nation.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  But that was 10 years before you took
office.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And this is -- and we were --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Gentlemen.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Absolutely --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And then you cut education spending when
you came into office.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  The first -- and we kept our schools
number one in the nation.  They’re still number one today.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And the principles that we put in place
-- we also gave kids not just a graduation exam that determined
whether they were up to the skills needed to be able to
compete, but also if they graduated in the top quarter of their
class they got a four-year, tuition-free ride at any
Massachusetts public institution of higher learning.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That happened before you came into office,
though.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  That was actually mine.  Actually, Mr.
President, you’ve got that fact wrong.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let me just -- I want to try to shift it,
because we have heard some of this in the other debates. 
Governor, you say you want a bigger military, you want a bigger
Navy.  You don’t want to cut defense spending.  What I want to
ask you -- we’re talking about financial problems in this
country -- where are you going to get the money?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, let’s come back and talk about the
military, but all the way through.  First of all, I’m going
through from the very beginning -- we’re going to cut about 5
percent of the discretionary budget, excluding military. 
That’s number one, all right?  And that’s --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  But can you do this without driving us
deeper into debt?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  The good news is -- I’ll be happy to
have you take a look.  Come on our website; you’ll look at how
we get to a balanced budget within 8 to 10 years.  We do it by
getting  -- by reducing spending in a whole series of
programs.  By the way, number one I get rid of is Obamacare. 



There are a number of things that sound good, but, frankly, we
just can’t afford them, and that one doesn’t sound good and
it’s not affordable.  So I get rid of that one from day one. 
To the extent humanly possible, we get that out.  We take
program after program that we don’t absolutely have to have and
we get rid of them.
 
     Number two, we take some programs that we are going to
keep, like Medicaid, which is a program for the poor -- we
take that health care program for the poor and we give it to
the states to run because states run these programs more
efficiently.  As a governor, I thought, please, give me this
program.  I can run this more efficiently than the federal
government.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Can he do that?
    
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And states, by the way, are proving it. 
States like Arizona, Rhode Island have taken these Medicaid
dollars, have shown they can run these programs more cost-
effectively.  And so I want to do those two things.  It gets
us to a balanced budget within 8 to 10 years.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Bob --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let --
    
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Let’s get back to the military, though. 
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Well, that’s what I’m trying to find out
about.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  He should have answered the first
question.
Look, Governor Romney has called for $5 trillion of tax cuts
that he says he’s going to pay for by closing deductions.  Now,
the math doesn’t work, but he continues to claim that he’s
going to do it.  He then wants to spend another $2 trillion on
military spending that our military is not asking for. 
 
     Now, keep in mind that our military spending has gone up
every single year that I’ve been in office.  We spend more on
our military than the next 10 countries combined -- China,
Russia, France, the United Kingdom, you name it -- next 10. 
And what I did was work with our Joint Chiefs of Staff to
think about what are we going to need in the future to make
sure that we are safe, and that’s the budget that we’ve put
forward.
 
     But what you can’t do is spend $2 trillion in additional
military spending that the military is not asking for; $5
trillion on tax cuts.  You say that you’re going to pay for it
by closing loopholes and deductions without naming what those
loopholes and deductions are, and then somehow you’re also
going to deal with the deficit that we’ve already got.  The
math simply doesn’t work. 
 
     But when it comes to our military, what we have to think
about is not just budgets.  We’ve got think about
capabilities.  We need to be thinking about cybersecurity.  We
need to be thinking about space.  That's exactly what our



budget does, but it’s driven by strategy.  It’s not driven by
politics.  It’s not driven by members of Congress and what they
would like to see.  It’s driven by what are we going to need
to keep the American people safe.  That's exactly what our
budget does.
 
     And it also then allows us to reduce our deficit, which
is a significant national security concern, because we’ve got
to make sure that our economy is strong at home so that we can
project military power overseas.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Bob, I’m pleased that I’ve balanced
budgets.  I was in the world of business for 25 years.  You
didn't balance your budget, you went out of business.  I went
to the Olympics that was out of balance, and we got it on
balance and made a success there.  I had the chance to be
governor of our state; four years in a row, Democrats and
Republicans came together to balance the budget.  We cut taxes
19 times, balanced our budget. 
 
     The President hasn’t balanced a budget yet.  I expect to
have the opportunity to do so myself.  I’m going to be able to
balance the budget.
 
     Let’s talk about military spending, and that's this -- our
Navy --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Thirty seconds.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Our Navy is old -- excuse me, our Navy
is smaller now than any time since 1917.  The Navy said they
needed 313 ships to carry out their mission; we’re now down to
285.  We’re headed down to the low 200s if we go through with 
sequestration.  That's unacceptable to me.  I want to make sure
that we have the ships that are required by our Navy. 
 
     Our Air Force is older and smaller than any time since it
was founded in 1947.  We’ve changed for the first time since
FDR -- since FDR, we had the -- we’ve always had the strategy
of saying we could fight in two conflicts at once.  Now we’re
changing to one conflict. 
 

Look, this, in my view, is the highest responsibility of
the President of the United States, which is to maintain the
safety of the American people.  And I will not cut our military
budget by a trillion dollars, which is the combination of the
budget cuts the President has, as well as the sequestration
cuts.  That, in my view, is making our future less certain and
less secure --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Bob, I just need to comment on this. 
First of all, the sequester is not something that I proposed. 
It’s something that Congress has proposed.  It will not
happen.  The budget that we’re talking about is not reducing
our military spending, it’s maintaining it. 
 

But I think Governor Romney maybe hasn’t spent enough time
looking at how our military works.  You mentioned the Navy, for
example, and that we have fewer ships than we did in 1916. 
Well, Governor, we also have fewer horses and bayonets, because
the nature of our military has changed.  We have these things



called aircraft carriers where planes land on them.  We have
these ships that go underwater, nuclear submarines.  And so the
question is not a game of Battleship where we’re counting
ships; it’s what are our capabilities.

 
And so when I sit down with the Secretary of the Navy and

the Joint Chiefs of Staff, we determine how are we going to be
best able to meet all of our defense needs in a way that also
keeps faith with our troops, that also makes sure that our
veterans have the kind of support that they need when they come
home.  And that is not reflected in the kind of budget that
you’re putting forward, because it just doesn’t work.  And we
visited the website quite a bit and it still doesn’t work.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  A lot to cover.  I’d like to move to the

next segment:  Red lines -- Israel and Iran.  Would either of
you -- and you’ll have two minutes -- and, President Obama, you
have the first go at this one.  Would either of you be willing
to declare that an attack on Israel is an attack on the United
States -- which, of course, is the same promise that we give
to our close allies like Japan.  And if you made such a
declaration, would not that deter Iran?  It’s certainly
deterred the Soviet Union for a long, long time when we made
that promise to our allies.

 
Mr. President.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  First of all, Israel is a true friend; it

is our greatest ally in the region.  And if Israel is attacked,
America will stand with Israel.  I’ve made that clear
throughout my presidency. 

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  So you’re saying we’ve already made that

declaration?
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I will stand with Israel if they are

attacked.  And this is the reason why, working with Israel, we
have created the strongest military and intelligence
cooperation between our two countries in history.  In fact,
this week, we’ll be carrying out the largest military exercise
with Israel in history -- this very week. 

 
But to the issue of Iran, as long as I’m President of the

United States, Iran will not get a nuclear weapon.  I made that
clear when I came into office.  We then organized the strongest
coalition and the strongest sanctions against Iran in history,
and it is crippling their economy.  Their currency has dropped
80 percent.  Their oil production has plunged to the lowest
level since they were fighting a war with Iraq 20 years ago. 
So their economy is in shambles. 

 
And the reason we did this is because a nuclear Iran is a

threat to our national security and it’s a threat to Israel’s
national security.  We cannot afford to have a nuclear arms
race in the most volatile region in the world.  Iran is a state
sponsor of terrorism, and for them to be able to provide
nuclear technology to non-state actors, that’s unacceptable. 
And they have said that they want to see Israel wiped off the
map.

 
So the work that we’ve done with respect to sanctions now



offers Iran a choice:  They can take the diplomatic route and
end their nuclear program, or they will have to face a united
world and a United States President -- me -- who said we’re not
going to take any options off the table.
 
     The disagreement I have with Governor Romney is that
during the course of this campaign, he’s often talked as if we
should take premature military action.  I think that would be a
mistake, because when I’ve sent young men and women into harm’s
way, I always understand that that is the last resort, not the
first resort.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Two minutes.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, first of all, I want to
underscore the same point the President made, which is that if
I’m President of the United States -- when I’m President of the
United States, we will stand with Israel.  And if Israel is
attacked, we have their back, not just diplomatically, not just
culturally, but militarily.  That’s number one.
 
     Number two, with regards to Iran and the threat of Iran -
- there’s no question but that a nuclear Iran, a nuclear-
capable Iran is unacceptable to America.  It presents a threat
not only to our friends, but ultimately a threat to us to have
Iran have nuclear material, nuclear weapons that could be used
against us or used to be threatening to us.
 
     It’s also essential for us to understand what our mission
is in Iran, and that is to dissuade Iran from having a nuclear
weapon through peaceful and diplomatic means.  And crippling
sanctions are something I called for five years ago -- when I
was in Israel speaking at the Herzliya conference, I laid out
seven steps.  Crippling sanctions were number one and they do
work.  You’re seeing it right now in the economy.  It’s
absolutely the right thing to do to have crippling sanctions. 
I’d have put them in place earlier, but it’s good that we have
them.
 
     Number two, something I would add today is I would
tighten those sanctions.  I would say that ships that carry
Iranian oil can’t come into our ports.  I imagine the EU would
agree with us as well.  Not only ships couldn’t, I’d say
companies that are moving their oil can’t; people who are
trading in their oil can’t.  I would tighten those sanctions
further.
 
     Secondly, I’d take on diplomatic isolation efforts.  I’d
make sure that Ahmadinejad is indicted under the genocide
convention.  His words amount to genocide in citation.  I would
indict him for it.  I would also make sure that their diplomats
are treated like the pariah they are around the world -- the
same way we treated the apartheid diplomats of South Africa. 
We need to increase pressure time and time again on Iran
because anything other than a solution to this which says --
which stops this nuclear folly of theirs is unacceptable to
America. 
 

And of course, a military action is the last resort.  It
is something one would only -- only consider if all of the
other avenues had been tried to their full extent.



 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let me ask both of you, there are -- as

you know, there are reports that Iran and the United States as
part of an international group have agreed in principle to
talks about Iran’s nuclear program.  What is the deal -- if
there are such talks, what is the deal that you would accept?

 
Mr. President.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, first of all, those are reports in

the newspaper.  They are not true.  But our goal is to get Iran
to recognize it needs to give up its nuclear program and abide
by the U.N. resolutions that have been in place -- because they
have the opportunity to reenter the community of nations.  And
we would welcome that. 
 
     There are people in Iran who have the same aspirations as
people all around the world for a better life.  And we hope
that their leadership takes the right decision.  But the deal
we’ll accept is they end their nuclear program.  It’s very
straightforward. 
 

And I’m glad that Governor Romney agrees with the steps
that we’re taking.  There have been times, Governor, frankly,
during the course of this campaign where it sounded like you
thought that you’d do the same things we did, but you’d say
them louder and somehow that would make a difference.  And it
turns out that the work involved in setting up these crippling
sanctions is painstaking.  It’s meticulous. 

 
We started from the day we got into office.  And the

reason it was so important -- and this is a testament to how
we’ve restored American credibility and strength around the
world -- is we had to make sure that all the countries
participated, even countries like Russia and China, because if
it’s just us that are imposing sanctions, we’ve had sanctions
in place for a long time. It’s because we got everybody to
agree that Iran is seeing so much pressure.  And we’ve got to
maintain that pressure. 

 
There is a deal to be had, and that is that they abide by

the rules that have already been established; they convince the
international community they are not pursuing a nuclear
program; there are inspections that are very intrusive, but
over time what they can do is regain credibility.
 
     In the meantime, though, we’re not going to let up the
pressure until we have clear evidence that that takes place.
 
     And one last thing, just to make this point -- the clock
is ticking.  We’re not going to allow Iran to perpetually
engage in negotiations that lead nowhere.  And I’ve been very
clear to them.  Because of the intelligence coordination that
we do with a range of countries, including Israel, we have a
sense of when they would get breakout capacity, which means
that we would not be able to intervene in time to stop their
nuclear program.  And that clock is ticking.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And we’re going to make sure that if they



do not meet the demands of the international community, then we
are going to take all options necessary to make sure they don't
have a nuclear weapon.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I think from the very beginning, one of
the challenges we’ve had with Iran is that they have looked at
this administration and felt that the administration was not as
strong as it needed to be.  I think they saw weakness where
they had expected to find American strength. 
 
     And I say that because from the very beginning, the
President, in his campaign some four years ago, said he’d meet
with all the world’s worst actors in his first year.  He’d sit
down with Chavez and Kim Jong-il, with Castro and with
President Ahmadinejad of Iran.  And I think they looked and
thought, well, that's an unusual honor to receive from the
President of the United States.
 
     And then the President began what I’ve called an apology
tour of going to various nations in the Middle East and
criticizing America.  I think they looked at that and saw
weakness.  Then when there were dissidents in the streets of
Tehran, a Green Revolution, holding signs saying, is America
with us, the President was silent.  I think they noticed that
as well. And I think that when the President said he was going
to create daylight between ourselves and Israel, that they
noticed that as well. 
 

All of these things suggested, I think, to the Iranian
mullahs that, hey, we can keep on pushing along here, we can
keep talks going on, we’re just going to keep on spinning
centrifuges. Now there are some 10,000 centrifuges spinning
uranium, preparing to create a nuclear threat to the United
States and to the world. That’s unacceptable for us. 
 

And it’s essential for a President to show strength from
the very beginning, to make it very clear what is acceptable
and not acceptable.  And an Iranian nuclear program is not
acceptable to us.  They must not develop nuclear capability. 
And the way to make sure they understand that is by having from
the very beginning the tightest sanctions possible.  They need
to be tightened.  Our diplomatic isolation needs to be
tougher.  We need to indict Ahmadinejad.  We need to put the
pressure on them as hard as we possibly can, because if we do
that, we won’t have to take the military action.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Bob, let me just respond.  Nothing

Governor Romney just said is true, starting with this notion of
me apologizing.  This has been probably the biggest whopper
that’s been told during the course of this campaign.  And every
fact-checker and every reporter who’s looked at it, Governor,
has said this is not true. 

 
And when it comes to tightening sanctions, look, as I said

before, we’ve put in the toughest, most crippling sanctions
ever. And the fact is, while we were coordinating an
international coalition to make sure these sanctions were
effective, you were still invested in a Chinese state oil
company that was doing business with the Iranian oil sector. 



So I’ll let the American people decide, judge who is going to
be more effective and more credible when it comes to imposing
crippling sanctions.

 
And with respect to our attitude about the Iranian

Revolution, I was very clear about the murderous activities
that had taken place and that was contrary to international law
and everything that civilized people stand for.  And so the
strength that we have shown in Iran is shown by the fact that
we’ve been able to mobilize the world.

 
When I came into office, the world was divided; Iran was

resurgent.  Iran is at its weakest point economically,
strategically, militarily, than in many years.  And we are
going to continue to keep the pressure on to make sure that
they do not get a nuclear weapon.  That’s in America’s national
interest, and that will be the case so long as I’m President.

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  We’re four years closer to a nuclear

Iran. We’re four years closer to a nuclear Iran.  And we
should not have wasted these four years to the extent they’ve
continued to be able to spin these centrifuges and get that
much closer.  That’s number one.

 
Number two, Mr. President, the reason I call it an apology

tour is because you went to the Middle East and you flew to
Egypt and to Saudi Arabia and to Turkey and Iraq, and -- and,
by the way, you skipped Israel, our closest friend in the
region, but you went to the other nations.  And, by the way,
they noticed that you skipped Israel.  And then in those
nations, and on Arabic TV, you said that America had been
dismissive and derisive.  You said that on occasion America has
dictated to other nations.  Mr. President, America has not
dictated to other nations.  We have freed other nations from
dictator.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Bob, let me respond.  If we’re going to

talk about trips that we’ve taken -- when I was a candidate
for office, the first trip I took was to visit our troops.  And
when I went to Israel as a candidate, I didn’t take donors, I
didn’t attend fundraisers.  I went to Yad Vashem, the Holocaust
museum there, to remind myself the nature of evil and why our
bond with Israel will be unbreakable. 

 
And then I went down to the border town of Sderot, which

had experienced missiles raining down from Hamas.  And I saw
families there who showed me where missiles had come down near
their children’s bedrooms, and I was reminded of what that
would mean if those were my kids -- which is why, as
President, we funded an Iron Dome program to stop those
missiles.  So that’s how I’ve used my travels, when I traveled
to Israel and when I traveled to the region. 
 

And the central question at this point is going to be
who’s going to be credible to all parties involved.  And they
can look at my track record -- whether it’s Iran’s sanctions,
whether it’s dealing with counterterrorism, whether it’s
supporting democracy, whether it’s supporting women’s rights,
whether it’s supporting religious minorities -- and they can
say that the President of the United States and the United
States of America has stood on the right side of history.  And



that kind of credibility is precisely why we’ve been able to
show leadership on a wide range of issues facing the world
right now.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  What if the Prime Minister of Israel

called you on the phone and said, “Our bombers are on the way. 
We’re going to bomb Iran” -- what do you say?

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Bob, let’s not go into hypotheticals of

that nature.  Our relationship with Israel, my relationship
with the Prime Minister of Israel is such that we would not get
a call saying our bombers are on the way or their fighters are
on the way.  This is the kind of thing that would have been
discussed and thoroughly evaluated well before that kind of
last minute --

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  So you’re saying --
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’m just saying that’s just not --
 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Okay, well, let’s see what --
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Let’s come back to what the President

was speaking about, which is what’s happening in the world, and
the President’s statement that things are going so well.  Look,
I look at what’s happening around the world and I see Iran four
years closer to a bomb.  I see the Middle East with a rising
tide of violence, chaos, tumult.  I see jihadists continuing to
spread -- whether they’re rising or just about the same level,
hard to precisely measure but it’s clear they’re there. 
They’re very strong.  I see Syria with 30,000 civilians dead. 
Assad is still in power.  I see our trade deficit with China
larger than it’s -- growing larger every year, as a matter of
fact.  I look around the world and I don’t feel that -- you
see North Korea continuing to export their nuclear technology. 
Russia has said they’re not going to follow Nunn-Lugar
anymore.  They’re -- back away from a nuclear proliferation
treaty that we had with them. 

 
I look around the world -- I don’t see our influence

growing around the world.  I see our influence receding -- in
part because of the failure of the President to deal with our
economic challenges at home; in part because of our withdrawal
from our commitment to our military in the way I think it ought
to be; in part because of the turmoil with Israel.  I mean,
the President received a letter from 38 Democrat senators
saying that tensions with Israel were a real problem.  They
asked him, please repair the tension -- Democrat senators --
please repair the damage in his own party.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  All right, Governor, the problem is, is

that on a whole range of issues -- whether it’s the Middle
East, whether it’s Afghanistan, whether it’s Iraq, whether it’s
now Iran -- you’ve been all over the map.  I mean, I’m pleased
that you now are endorsing our policy of applying diplomatic
pressure and potentially having bilateral discussions with the
Iranians to end their nuclear program.

 
But just a few years ago, you said that’s something you’d

never do.  In the same way that you initially opposed a
timetable in Afghanistan; now you’re for it, although it



depends.  In the same way that you say you would have ended the
war in Iraq, but recently gave a speech saying that we should
have 20,000 more folks in there.  The same way that you said
that it was mission creep to go after Qaddafi.

 
When it comes to going after Osama bin Laden, you said,

well, any President would make that call.  But when you were a
candidate in 2008 -- as I was -- and I said if I got bin Laden
in our sights, I would take that shot, you said we shouldn’t
move heaven and earth to get one man.  You said we should ask
Pakistan for permission.  And if we had asked Pakistan for
permission, we would not have gotten it.  And it was worth
moving heaven and earth to get him. 

 
After we killed bin Laden, I was at Ground Zero for a

memorial and talked to a young woman who was four years old
when 9/11 happened.  And the last conversation she had with her
father was him calling from the Twin Towers, saying, “Peyton, I
love you, and I will always watch over you.”  And for the next
decade she was haunted by that conversation.  And she said to
me, “By finally getting bin Laden, that brought some closure to
me.”  And when we do things like that, when we bring those who
have harmed us to justice, that sends a message to the world,
and it tells Peyton that we did not forget her father.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And I make that point because that’s the

kind of clarity of leadership -- and those decisions are not
always popular.  Those decisions generally are not poll-
tested.  And even some in my own party, including my current
Vice President, had the same critique as you did.  But what the
American people understand is, is that I look at what we need
to get done to keep the American people safe and to move our
interests forward, and I make those decisions.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right, let’s go and that leads us --

this takes us right to the next segment, Governor, America’s
longest war, Afghanistan and Pakistan --

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Bob --
 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor, you get to go first here.
 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  You can’t -- okay, but you can’t have the

President just lay out a whole series of items without giving
me a chance to respond.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Well, with respect, sir, you had laid out
quite a program there. 
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, that's probably true.  (Laughter.)
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  And we’ll give you -- we’ll give you --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  We’ll agree --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  We’ll catch up.  The United States is
scheduled to turn over responsibility for security in
Afghanistan to the Afghan government in 2014.  At that point we
will withdraw our combat troops, leave a smaller force of



Americans -- if I understand our policy -- in Afghanistan for
training purposes.  It seems to me the key question here is
what do you do if the deadline arrives and it is obvious the
Afghans are unable to handle their security?  Do we still
leave?  And I believe, Governor Romney, you go first.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, we’re going to be finished by
2014. And when I’m President, we’ll make sure we bring our
troops out by the end of 2014.  The commanders and the generals
there are on track to do so.  We’ve seen progress over the
last several years. The surge has been successful, and the
training program is proceeding apace.  There are a large number
of Afghan security forces -- 350,000 -- that are ready to step
in to provide security, and we’re going to be able to make
that transition by the end of 2014.  So our troops will come
home at that point.
 
     I can tell you at the same time that we will make sure
that we look at what’s happening in Pakistan and recognize that
what’s happening in Pakistan is going to have a major impact on
the success in Afghanistan.  And I say that because I know a
lot of people just feel like we should brush our hands and walk
away -- and I don't mean you, Mr. President -- but some people
in our nation feel that Pakistan isn’t being nice to us and
that we should just walk away from them.
 

Pakistan is important to the region, to the world, and to
us, because Pakistan has a hundred nuclear warheads, and
they're rushing to build a lot more.  They’ll have more than
Great Britain sometime in the relatively near future.  They
also have the Haqqani Network and the Taliban existent within
their country. 

 
And so a Pakistan that falls apart, becomes a failed

state, would be of extraordinary danger to Afghanistan and to
us.  And so we’re going to have to remain helpful in
encouraging Pakistan to move towards a more stable government
and rebuild a relationship with us.  And that means that our
aid that we provide to Pakistan is going to have to be
conditioned upon certain benchmarks being met.  So for me, I
look at this as both a need to help move Pakistan in the right
direction and also to get Afghanistan to be ready, and they
will be ready by the end of 2014.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Mr. President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  When I came into office, we were still
bogged down in Iraq, and Afghanistan had been drifting for a
decade.  We ended the war in Iraq, refocused our attention on
Afghanistan.  And we did deliver a surge of troops.  That was
facilitated in part because we had ended the war in Iraq.  And
we are now in a position where we have met many of the
objectives that got us there in the first place.
 
     Part of what had happened is we had forgotten why we had
gone.  We went because there were people who were responsible
for 3,000 American deaths.  And so we decimated al Qaeda’s core
leadership in the border regions between Afghanistan and
Pakistan.  We then started to build up Afghan forces, and we're
now in a position where we can transition out, because there’s
no reason why Americans should die when Afghans are perfectly



capable of defending their own country.
 
     That transition has to take place in a responsible
fashion. We’ve been there a long time, but we’ve got to make
sure that we and our coalition partners are pulling out
responsibly and giving Afghans the capabilities that they need.
 
     But what I think the American people recognize is after a
decade of war, it’s time to do some nation-building here at
home. And what we can now do is free up some resources to, for
example, put Americans back to work -- especially our veterans
-- rebuilding our roads, our bridges, our schools; making sure
that our veterans are getting the care that they need when it
comes to Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and Traumatic Brain
Injury; making sure that the certifications that they need for
good jobs of the future are in place. 
 
     I was having lunch with some -- a veteran in Minnesota
who had been a medic dealing with the most extreme
circumstances.  When he came home and he wanted to become a
nurse, he had to start from scratch.  And what we’ve said is
let’s change those certifications.  The First Lady has done
great work with an organization called Joining Forces, putting
our veterans back to work.  And as a consequence, veterans’
unemployment is actually now lower than the general population;
it was higher when I came into office.
 
     So those are the kinds of things that we can now do
because we’re making that transition in Afghanistan.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right, let me go to Governor Romney,
because you talked about Pakistan and what needs to be done
there.  General Allen, our commander in Afghanistan, says that
Americans continue to die at the hands of groups who are
supported by Pakistan.  We know that Pakistan has arrested the
doctor who helped us catch Obama -- bin Laden.  It still
provides safe haven for terrorists.  Yet we continue to give
Pakistan billions of dollars.  Is it time for us to divorce
Pakistan?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  No, it’s not time to divorce a nation on
Earth that has 100 nuclear weapons and is on the way to double
that at some point; a nation that has serious threats from
terrorist groups within its nation -- as I indicated before,
the Taliban, the Haqqani Network.  It’s a nation that’s not
like others and it does not have a civilian leadership that is
calling the shots there.  You’ve got the ISI, their
intelligence organization, that’s probably the most powerful of
three branches there.  Then you have the military and then you
have the civilian government.
 
     This is a nation which, if it falls apart, if it becomes
a failed state, there are nuclear weapons there, and you’ve got
terrorists there who could grab their hands onto those nuclear
weapons.  This is an important part of the world for us. 
Pakistan is technically an ally, and they’re not acting very
much like an ally right now, but we have some work to do.
 
     And I don’t blame the administration for the fact that the
relationship with Pakistan is strained.  We had to go into
Pakistan.  We had to go in there to get Osama bin Laden.  That



was the right thing to do.  And that upset them, but there was
obviously a great deal of anger even before that.  But we’re
going to have to work with the people in Pakistan to try and
help them move to a more responsible course than the one that
they’re on. 
 

It’s important for them.  It’s important for the nuclear
weapons.  It’s important for the success of Afghanistan,
because inside Pakistan you have a large -- Pashtuns that are
Taliban.  They’re going to come rushing back in to Afghanistan
when we go, and that’s one of the reasons the Afghan security
forces have so much work to do to be able to fight against
that. 
 
     But it’s important for us to recognize that we can’t just
walk away from Pakistan.  But we do need to make sure that as
we send support for them, that this is tied to them making
progress on matters that would lead them to becoming a civil
society.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let me ask you, Governor -- because we
know President Obama’s position on this -- what is your
position on the use of drones?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, I believe that we should use any
and all means necessary to take out people who pose a threat to
us and our friends around the world.  And it’s widely reported
that drones are being used in drone strikes, and I support that
entirely, and feel the President was right to up the usage of
that technology, and believe that we should continue to use it
to continue to go after the people who represent a threat to
this nation and to our friends.
 
     Let me also note that, as I said earlier, we’re going to
have to do more than just going after leaders and killing bad
guys, important as that is.  We’re also going to have to have
a far more effective and comprehensive strategy to help move
the world away from terror and Islamic extremism.  We haven’t
done that yet. 
 

We talk a lot about these things, but you look at the
record -- you look at the record of the last four years and
say, is Iran closer to a bomb?  Yes.  Is the Middle East in
tumult?  Yes.  Is al Qaeda on the run, on its heels?  No.  Are
Israel and the Palestinians closer to reaching a peace
agreement?  No, they haven’t had talks in two years.  We have
not seen the progress we need to have.  And I’m convinced that
with strong leadership and an effort to build a strategy based
upon helping these nations reject extremism, we can see the
kind of peace and prosperity the world demands.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, keep in mind, our strategy wasn’t
just going after bin Laden.  We’ve created partnerships
throughout the region to deal with extremism -- in Somalia, in
Yemen, in Pakistan.  And what we’ve also done is engage these
governments in the kind of reforms that are actually going to
make a difference in people’s lives day to day -- to make sure
that their governments aren’t corrupt; to make sure that they
are treating women with the kind of respect and dignity that
every nation that succeeds has shown; and to make sure that
they’ve got a free market system that works.  So across the



board, we are engaging them in building capacity in these
countries, and we’ve stood on the side of democracy. 
 

One thing I think Americans should be proud of -- when
Tunisians began to protest, this nation -- me, my
administration -- stood with them earlier than just about any
other country.  In Egypt, we stood on the side of democracy. 
In Libya, we stood on the side of the people.  And as a
consequence, there’s no doubt that attitudes about Americans
have changed. 

 
But there are always going to be elements in these

countries that potentially threaten the United States, and we
want to shrink those groups and those networks, and we can do
that.  But we’re always also going to have to maintain
vigilance when it comes to terrorist activities.  The truth,
though, is that al Qaeda is much weaker than it was when I
came into office, and they don’t have the same capacities to
attack the U.S. homeland and our allies as they did four years
ago.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let’s go to the next segment, because it’s

a very important one.  It is the rise of China and future
challenges for America.  I want to just begin this by asking
both of you -- and, Mr. President, you go first this time --
what do you believe is the greatest future threat to the
national security of this country?

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, I think it will continue to be

terrorist networks.  We have to remain vigilant, as I just
said. But with respect to China, China is both an adversary but
also a potential partner in the international community if it’s
following the rules.  So my attitude coming into office was
that we are going to insist that China plays by the same rules
as everybody else. 

 
Now, I know Americans had seen jobs being shipped

overseas, businesses and workers not getting a level playing
field when it came to trade.  And that’s the reason why I set
up a trade task force to go after cheaters when it came to
international trade.  That’s the reason why we have brought
more cases against China for violating trade rules than the
other -- the previous administration had done in two terms. 
And we’ve won just about every case that we filed, that has
been decided. 

 
In fact, just recently, steel workers in Ohio and

throughout the Midwest, Pennsylvania, are in a position now to
sell steel to China because we won that case.  We had a tire
case in which they were flooding us with cheap domestic tires -
- or cheap Chinese tires -- and we put a stop to it and, as a
consequence, saved jobs throughout America.

 
I have to say that Governor Romney criticized me for being

too tough in that tire case; said this wouldn’t be good for
American workers and that it would protectionist.  But I tell
you, those workers don’t feel that way.  They feel as if they
had finally an administration who was going to take this issue
seriously. 

 
Over the long term, in order for us to compete with China,



we’ve also got to make sure, though, that we’re taking care of
business here at home.  If we don’t have the best education
system in the world, if we don't continue to put money into
research and technology that will allow us to create great
businesses here in the United States, that’s how we lose the
competition.  And unfortunately, Governor Romney’s budget and
his proposals would not allow us to make those investments.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Governor.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, first of all, it’s not government

that makes business successful.  It’s not government
investments that make businesses grow and hire people.  Let me
also note that the greatest threat that the world faces, the
greatest national security threat is a nuclear Iran.

 
Let’s talk about China.  China has an interest that’s very

much like ours in one respect, and that is they want a stable
world.  They don’t want war.  They don’t want to see
protectionism.  They don’t want to see the world break out into
various form of chaos, because they have to manufacture goods
and put people to work.  They have about 20,000 -- 20 million,
rather, people coming out of the farms every year, coming into
the cities, needing jobs.  So they want the economy to work and
the world to be free and open.  And so we can be a partner
with China.  We don’t have to be an adversary in any way,
shape, or form.  We can work with them.  We can collaborate
with them if they're willing to be responsible.
 
     Now, they look at us and say, is it a good idea to be
with America?  How strong are we going to be?  How strong is
our economy?  They look at the fact that we owe them a trillion
dollars and owe other people $16 trillion in total, including
them.  They look at our decision to cut back on our military
capabilities -- a trillion dollars.  The Secretary of Defense
called these trillion dollars of cuts to our military
devastating.  It’s not my term.  It’s the President’s own
Secretary of Defense called them devastating.  They look at
America’s commitments around the world and they see what’s
happening, and they say, well, okay, is America going to be
strong?  And the answer is, yes, if I’m President, America will
be very strong.
 
     We’ll also make sure that we have trade relations with
China that work for us.  I’ve watched year in and year out as
companies have shut down and people have lost their jobs
because China has not played by the same rules, in part by
holding down artificially the value of their currency; it holds
down the prices of their goods.  It means our goods aren’t as
competitive, and we lose jobs.  That's got to end.  They're
making some progress.  They need to make more.  That's why on
day one I will label them a currency manipulator, which allows
us to apply tariffs where they're taking jobs.
 
     They're stealing our intellectual property, our patents,
our designs, our technology, hacking into our computers,
counterfeiting our goods.  They have to understand we want to
trade with them, we want a world that's stable, we like free
enterprise, but you’ve got to play by the rules.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Well, Governor, let me just ask you, if



you declare them a currency manipulator on day one, some people
say you’re just going to start a trade war with China on day
one.  Is that -- isn’t there a risk that that could happen?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, they sell us about this much
stuff every year, and we sell them about this much stuff every
year.  So it’s pretty clear who doesn't want a trade war.  And
there’s one going on right now which we don't know about --
it’s a silent one, and they're winning.  We have enormous trade
imbalance with China.  And it’s worse this year than last
year.  And it’s worst last year than the year before. 
 
     And so we have to understand that we can't just surrender
and lose jobs year in and year out.  We have to say to our
friends in China, look, you guys are playing aggressively, we
understand it, but this can't keep on going.  You can't keep on
holding down the value of your currency, stealing our
intellectual property, counterfeiting our products, selling
them around the world -- even into the United States. 
 
     I was with one company that makes valves in process
industries.  And they said, look, we were having some valves
coming in that were broken and we had to repair them under
warranty.  And we looked them up, and they had our serial
number on them, and then we noticed that there was more than
one with that same serial number.  There were counterfeit
products being made overseas with the same serial number as a
U.S. company, the same packaging.  These were being sold into
our market and around the world as if they were made by the
U.S. competitor.  This can't go on.  I want a great
relationship with China.  China can be our partner, but that
doesn't mean they can just roll all over us and steal our jobs
on an unfair basis.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, Governor Romney is right, you are
familiar with jobs being shipped overseas because you invested
in companies that were shipping jobs overseas.  And that's your
right.  I mean, that's how our free market works.  But I’ve
made a different bet on American workers.
 
     If we had taken your advice, Governor Romney, about our
auto industry, we’d be buying cars from China instead of
selling cars to China.  If we take your advice with respect to
how we change our tax code so that companies that are in
profits overseas don’t pay U.S. taxes compared to companies
here that are paying taxes, that’s estimated to create 800,000
jobs.  The problem is they won’t be here; they’ll be in places
like China. 
 
     And if we’re not making investments in education and basic
research, which is not something that the private sector is
doing at a sufficient pace right now and has never done, then
we will lose the lead in things like clean energy technology.
 
     Now, with respect to what we’ve done with China already,
U.S. exports have doubled since I came into office to China. 
And, actually, currencies are at their most advantageous point
for U.S. exporters since 1993.  We absolutely have to make more
progress, and that’s why we’re going to keep on pressing.
 
     And when it comes to our military and Chinese security,



part of the reason that we were able to pivot to the Asia
Pacific region after having ended the war in Iraq and
transitioning out of Afghanistan is precisely because this is
going to be a massive growth area in the future. 
 

And we believe China can be a partner, but we’re also
sending a very clear signal that America is a Pacific power,
that we are going to have a presence there.  We are working
with countries in the region to make sure, for example, that
ships can pass through, that commerce continues.  And we’re
organizing trade relations with countries other than China so
that China starts feeling more pressure about meeting basic
international standards.  That’s the kind of leadership we’ve
shown in the region.  That’s the kind of leadership that we’ll
continue to show.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I just want to take one of those
points.  Again, attacking me is not talking about an agenda for
getting more trade and opening up more jobs in this country. 
But the President mentioned the auto industry and that somehow
I would be in favor of jobs being elsewhere.  Nothing could be
further from the truth.  I’m a son of Detroit.  I was born in
Detroit.  My dad was head of a car company.  I like American
cars, and I would do nothing to hurt the U.S. auto industry. 
 

My plan to get the industry on its feet when it was in
real trouble was not to start writing checks.  It was President
Bush that wrote the first checks.  I disagreed with that.  I
said they need -- these companies need to go through a managed
bankruptcy. And in that process, they can get government help
and government guarantees, but they need to go through
bankruptcy to get rid of excess cost and the debt burden that
they’d built up.  And fortunately, the President --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor Romney, that’s not what you said.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Fortunately, the President -- you can
take a look at the op-ed.  You can take a look at the op-ed.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor Romney, you did not say that you
would provide governor help.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  You know, I’m still speaking.  I said
that we would provide guarantees, and that was what was able to
allow these companies to go through bankruptcy, to come out of
bankruptcy.  Under no circumstances would I do anything other
than to help this industry get on its feet.  And the idea that
has been suggested, that I would liquidate the industry -- of
course not, of course not.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Let’s check the record.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  That’s the height of silliness.  I have
never said I would --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Let’s check the record.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- liquidate the industry.  I want to
keep the industry going and thriving.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor, the people of Detroit don’t



forget.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And that’s why I have the kind of
commitment to make sure that our industries in this country can
compete and be successful.  We in this country can compete
successfully with anyone in the world, and we’re going to. 
We’re going to have to have a President, however, that doesn’t
think that somehow the government investing in car companies
like Tessella and Fisker, making electric battery cars -- this
is not research, Mr. President.  These are the government
investing in companies, investing in Solyndra.  This is a
company -- this isn’t basic research.  I want to invest in
research.  Research is great.  Providing funding to
universities and think tanks -- great.  But investing in
companies -- absolutely not.  That’s the wrong way to go. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor, the fact of the matter is --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’m still speaking.  So I want to make
sure that we make America more competitive and that we do those
things that make America the most attractive place in the world
for entrepreneurs, innovators, businesses to grow.  But your
investing in companies doesn’t do that.  In fact, it makes it
less likely for them to come here, because the private sector
is not going to invest in a solar company --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor, I’m happy to respond.  You’ve
held the floor for a while.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- if you’re investing government money
in someone else’s.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Look, I think anybody out there can check
the record.  Governor Romney, you keep on trying to airbrush
history here.  You were very clear that you would not provide
government assistance to the U.S. auto companies even if they
went through bankruptcy.  You said that they could get it in
the private marketplace.  That wasn’t true.  They would have
gone through --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  You’re wrong.  You’re wrong, Mr.
President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  No, I am not wrong.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  You’re wrong.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I am not wrong.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  People can look it up -- you’re right.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  People will look it up. 
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Good.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  But more importantly, it is true that in
order for us to be competitive, we’re going to have to make
some smart choices right now.  Cutting our education budget --
that’s not a smart choice.  That will not help us compete with
China.  Cutting our investments in research and technology --
that’s not a smart choice.  That will not help us compete with



China.  Bringing down our deficit by adding $7 trillion of tax
cuts and military spending that our military is not asking for,
before we even get to the debt that we currently have -- that
is not going to make us more competitive. 
 
     Those are the kinds of choices that the American people
face right now.  Having a tax code that rewards companies that
are shipping jobs overseas instead of companies that are
investing here in the United States -- that will not make us
more competitive.  And the one thing that I’m absolutely clear
about is that after a decade in which we saw a drift, jobs
being shipped overseas, nobody championing American workers and
American businesses, we’ve now begun to make some real
progress.  What we can’t do is go back to the same policies
that got us into such difficulty in the first place.  And
that’s why we have to move forward and not go back.
 

GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I couldn’t agree more about going
forward, but I certainly don’t want to go back to the policies
of the last four years.  The policies of the last four years
has seen incomes in America decline every year for middle-
income families, now down $4,300 during your term.  Twenty-
three million Americans still struggling to find a good job.

 
When you came to office, 32 million people on food stamps;

today, 47 million people on food stamps.  When you came to
office, just over $10 trillion in debt; now $16 trillion in
debt.  It hasn’t worked.  You said by now we’d be at 5.4
percent unemployment.  We’re 9 million jobs short of that. 
I’ve met some of those people.  I met them in Appleton,
Wisconsin.  I met a young woman in Philadelphia who’s coming
out of college, can't find work.  Ann was with someone just the
other day that was just weeping about not being able to get
work.  It’s just a tragedy in a nation so prosperous as ours
that these last four years have been so hard.
 
     And that's why it’s so critical that we make America once
again the most attractive place in the world to start
businesses, to build jobs, to grow the economy.  And that's not
going to happen by just hiring teachers.
 
     Look, I’d love to -- I love teachers, and I’m happy to
have states and communities that want to hire teachers do
that.  By the way, I don't like to have the federal government
start pushing its way deeper and deeper into our schools; let
the states and localities do that.  I was a governor -- the
federal government didn't hire our teachers.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  But I love teachers, but I want to get
our private sector growing, and I know how to do it.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  I think we all love teachers. 
(Laughter.) 
 
     Gentlemen, thank you so much for a very vigorous debate. 
We have come to the end.  It is time for closing statements. 
I believe you’re first, Mr. President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, thank you very much, Bob, Governor



Romney, and to Lynn University. 
 
     You’ve now heard three debates, months of campaigning and
way too many TV commercials.  (Laughter.)  And now you’ve got a
choice.  Over the last four years, we’ve made real progress
digging our way out of policies that gave us two prolonged
wars, record deficits, and the worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression. 
 
     And Governor Romney wants to take us back to those
policies -- a foreign policy that's wrong and reckless;
economic policies that won’t create jobs, won't reduce our
deficit, but will make sure that folks at the very top don't
have to play by the same rules that you do.  And I’ve got a
different vision for America.
 
     I want to build on our strengths.  And I’ve put forward a
plan to make sure that we’re bringing manufacturing jobs back
to our shores by rewarding companies and small businesses that
are investing here, not overseas.  I want to make sure we’ve
got the best education system in the world, and we’re retaining
our workers for the jobs of tomorrow.
 
     I want to control our own energy by developing oil and
natural gas, but also the energy sources of the future.  Yes, I
want to reduce our deficit by cutting spending that we don't
need, but also by asking the wealthy to do a little bit more
so that we can invest in things like research and technology
that are the key to a 21st-century economy. 
 
     As Commander-in-Chief, I will maintain the strongest
military in the world, keep faith with our troops, and go after
those who would do us harm.  But after a decade of war, I
think we all recognize we’ve got to do some nation-building
here at home rebuilding our roads, our bridges, and especially
caring for our veterans who sacrificed so much for our freedom.
 
     We’ve been through tough times, but we always bounce back
because of our character, because we pull together.  And if I
have the privilege of being your President for another four
years, I promise you I will always listen to your voices, I
will fight for your families, and I will work every single day
to make sure that America continues to be the greatest nation
on Earth.  Thank you.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you.  Bob, Mr. President, folks at
Lynn University, good to be with you.  I’m optimistic about the
future.  I’m excited about our prospects as a nation.  I want
to see peace.  I want to see growing peace in this country. 
It’s our objective.  We have an opportunity to have real
leadership.  America is going to have that kind of leadership
and continue to promote principles of peace that will make the
world a safer place, and make people in this country more
confident that their future is secure.
 
     I also to want to make sure that we get this economy
going.  And there are two very different paths the country can
take.  One is a path represented by the President, which, at
the end of four years, would mean we’d have $20 trillion in



debt, heading towards Greece.  I’ll get us on track to a
balanced budget.
 
     The President’s path will mean continuing declining in
take-home pay.  I want to make sure our take-home pay turns
around and starts to grow.  The President’s path means 20
million people out of work, struggling for a good job.  I’ll
get people back to work with 12 million new jobs.
 
     I’m going to make sure that we get people off of food
stamps, not by cutting the program, but by getting them good
jobs.  America is going to come back, and for that to happen,
we’re going to have to have a President who can work across the
aisle.
 
     I was in a state where my legislature was 87 percent
Democrat.  I learned how to get along on the other side of the
aisle.  We’ve got to do that in Washington.  Washington is
broken.  I know what it takes to get this country back, and
we’ll work with good Democrats and good Republicans to do that.
 
     This nation is the hope of the Earth.  We’ve been blessed
by having a nation that’s free and prosperous thanks to the
contributions of the Greatest Generation.  They’ve held a torch
for the world to see, a torch of freedom and hope and
opportunity.  Now it’s our turn to take that torch.  I’m
convinced we’ll do it. 
 

We need strong leadership.  I’d like to be that leader
with your support.  I’ll work with you.  I’ll lead you in an
open and honest way.  And I ask for your vote.  I’d like to be
the next President of the United States to support and help
this great nation, and to make sure that we all together
maintain America as the hope of the Earth.  Thank you so much.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Gentlemen, thank you both so much.  That
brings an end to this year’s debates.  And we want to thank
Lynn University and its students for having us.  As I always do
at the end of these debates, I leave you with the words of my
mom, who said, go vote.  (Laughter.)  It makes you feel big and
strong.  Good night.
 
                             END           10:32 P.M. EDT
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     MR. LEHRER:  Good evening from the Magness Arena at the University of Denver, in Denver,
Colorado.  I'm Jim Lehrer of the PBS News Hour, and I welcome you to the first of the 2012
Presidential Debates between President Barack Obama, the Democratic nominee, and former
Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney, the Republican nominee.
 
     This debate and the next three -- two presidential, one vice presidential -- are sponsored by
the Commission on Presidential Debates.  Tonight's 90 minutes will be about domestic issues and
will follow a format designed by the Commission.  There will be six roughly 15-minute segments,
with 2-minute answers for the first question, then open discussion for the remainder of each
segment. 
 
     Thousands of people offered suggestions on segment subjects or questions via the Internet and
other means.  But I made the final selections.  And for the record, they were not submitted for
approval to the Commission or the candidates.
 
     The segments, as I announced in advance, will be three on the economy, and one each on health
care, the role of government, and governing, with an emphasis throughout on differences,
specifics, and choices.  Both candidates will also have 2-minute closing statements. 
 
     The audience here in the hall has promised to remain silent. No cheers, applause, boos,
hisses, among other noisy, distracting things, so we may all concentrate on what the candidates
have to say. 
 
     There is a noise exception right now, though, as we welcome President Obama and Governor
Romney.  (Applause.)
 

Gentlemen, welcome to you both.  Let's start with the economy, segment one, and let's begin
with jobs.  What are the major differences between the two of you about how you would go about
creating new jobs?  You have two minutes -- each of you have two minutes to start.  A coin toss
has determined, Mr. President, you go first.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, thank you very much, Jim, for this opportunity.  I want to thank
Governor Romney, and the University of Denver for your hospitality.
 
     There are a lot of points I want to make tonight, but the most important one is that 20 years
ago I became the luckiest man on Earth because Michelle Obama agreed to marry me.  (Laughter.) And
so I just want to wish, sweetie, you happy anniversary, and let you know that a year from now we
will not be celebrating it in front of 40 million people.  (Laughter.)  
 
     Four years ago, we went through the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression. 
Millions of jobs were lost.  The auto industry was on the brink of collapse.  The financial system
had frozen up.  And because of the resilience and the determination of the American people, we’ve
begun to fight our way back.  Over the last 30 months, we’ve seen 5 million jobs in the private
sector created.  The auto industry has come roaring back and housing has begun to rise.
 
     But we all know that we’ve still got a lot of work to do.  And so the question here tonight
is not where we’ve been, but where we’re going. 
 

Governor Romney has a perspective that says if we cut taxes skewed towards the wealthy and
roll back regulations that we’ll be better off.  I’ve got a different view.  I think we’ve got to
invest in education and training.  I think it’s important for us to develop new sources of energy
here in America; that we change our tax code to make sure that we’re helping small businesses and
companies that are investing here in the United States; that we take some of the money that we’re
saving as we wind down two wars to rebuild America; and that we reduce our deficit in a balanced
way that allows us to make these critical investments.
 
     Now, ultimately, it’s going to be up to the voters -- to you -- which path we should take. 
Are we going to double down on the top-down economic policies that helped to get us into this
mess? Or do we embrace a new economic patriotism that says America does best when the middle class
does best?  And I’m looking forward to having that debate.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Governor Romney, two minutes.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you, Jim.  It’s an honor to be here with you, and I appreciate the
chance to be with the President.  I’m pleased to be at the University of Denver.  I appreciate
their welcome, and also the Presidential Commission on these debates. 
 

And congratulations to you, Mr. President, on your anniversary.  I’m sure this was the most
romantic place you could imagine, here with me.  (Laughter.)  Congratulations.
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     This is obviously a very tender topic.  I’ve had the occasion over the last couple of years
of meeting people across the country -- I was in Dayton, Ohio, and a woman grabbed my arm and she
said, I’ve been out of work since May, can you help me?  Ann yesterday was at a rally in Denver
and a woman came up to her with a baby in her arms and said, Ann, my husband has had four jobs in
three years, part-time jobs.  He’s lost his most recent job and we’ve now just lost our home.  Can
you help us? 
 

And the answer is, yes, we can help, but it’s going to take a different path -- not the one
we’ve been on, not the one the President describes as a top-down, cut taxes for the rich.  That’s
not what I’m going to do.  My plan has five basic parts:  One, get us energy independent -- North
America energy independent.  That creates about 4 million jobs.  Number two, open up more trade,
particularly in Latin America; crack down on China if and when they cheat.  Number three, make
sure our people have the skills they need to succeed and the best schools in the world -- we are
far away from that now.  Number four, get us to a balanced budget.  Number five, champion small
business. 

 
It’s small business that creates the jobs in America.  And over the last four years, small

business people have decided that America may not be the place to open a new business, because new
business startups are down to a 30-year low.  I know what it takes to get small business growing
again, to hire people.

 
Now, I’m concerned that the path that we’re on has just been unsuccessful.  The President has

a view very similar to the view he had when he ran four years ago, that a bigger government
spending more, taxing more, regulating more -- if you will, trickle-down government -- would
work.  That's not the right answer for America.  I'll restore the vitality that gets America
working again.  Thank you.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Mr. President, please respond directly to what the Governor just said about
trickle-down, his trickle-down approach, as he said yours is. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, let me talk specifically about what I think we need to do.  First,
we've got to improve our education system.  And we've made enormous progress drawing on ideas both
from Democrats and Republicans that are already starting to show gains in some of the toughest to
deal with schools. 
 

We've got a program called Race To The Top that has prompted reforms in 46 states around the
country, raising standards, improving how we train teachers.  So now, I want to hire another
100,000 new math and science teachers, and create 2 million more slots in our community colleges
so that people can get trained for the jobs that are out there right now.  And I want to make sure
that we keep tuition low for our young people.

 
When it comes to our tax code, Governor Romney and I both agree that our corporate tax rate

is too high.  So I want to lower it, particularly for manufacturing, taking it down to 25
percent.  But I also want to close those loopholes that are giving incentives for companies that
are shipping jobs overseas
-- I want to provide tax breaks for companies that are investing here in the United States. 

 
On energy, Governor Romney and I, we both agree that we've got to boost American energy

production.  And oil and natural gas production are higher than they've been in years.  But I also
believe that we've got to look at the energy sources of the future like wind and solar and
biofuels, and make those investments.

 
So all of this is possible.  Now, in order for us to do it, we do have to close our

deficit.  And one of the things I'm sure we'll be discussing tonight is how do we deal with our
tax code and how do we make sure that we are reducing spending in a responsible way, but also how
do we have enough revenue to make those investments. 

 
And this is where there's a difference, because Governor Romney's central economic plan calls

for a $5 trillion tax cut on top of the extension of the Bush tax cuts -- that's another trillion
dollars -- and $2 trillion in additional military spending that the military hasn't asked for. 
That's $8 trillion. How we pay for that, reduce the deficit, and make the investments that we need
to make without dumping those costs onto middle-class Americans I think is one of the central
questions of this campaign.

 
MR. LEHRER:  Both of you have spoken about a lot of different things.  And we're going to try

to get through them in as specific a way as we possibly can.  But first, Governor Romney, do you
have a question that you'd like to ask the President directly about something he just said?

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, sure, I'd like to clear up the record and go through it piece by

piece.  First of all, I don't have a $5 trillion tax cut.  I don't have a tax cut of the scale
that you're talking about.  My view is that we ought to provide tax relief to people in the middle
class.  But I'm not going to reduce the share of taxes paid by high-income people.  High-income
people are doing just fine in this economy.  They'll do fine whether you're President or I am. 

 
The people who are having a hard time right now are middle-income Americans.  Under the

President's policies, middle-income Americans have been buried.  They're just being crushed. 
Middle-income Americans have seen their income come down by $4,300.  This is a tax in and of
itself.  I'll call it the economy tax.  It's been crushing.

 
At the same time, gasoline prices have doubled under the President, electric rates are up,

food prices are up, health care costs have gone up by $2,500 a family.  Middle-income families are
being crushed.  And so the question is how to get them going again?  And I've described it.  It's
energy and trade, the right kind of training programs, balancing our budget and helping small
business.  Those are the cornerstones of my plan.

 
But the President mentioned a couple of other ideas I'll just note.  First, education.  I

agree education is key, particularly the future of our economy.  But our training programs right
now, we've got 47 of them housed in the federal government, reporting to eight different
agencies.  Overhead is overwhelming.  We've got to get those dollars back to the states and go to
the workers so they can create their own pathways to get in the training they need for jobs that
will really help them.
 
     The second area, taxation:  We agree we ought to bring the tax rates down, and I do -- both
for corporations and for individuals.  But in order for us not to lose revenue and have the
government run out of money, I also lower deductions and credits and exemptions so that we keep



taking in the same money when you also account for growth.
 
     The third area, energy:  Energy is critical, and the President pointed out correctly that
production of oil and gas in the U.S. is up -- but not due to his policies, in spite of his
policies.  Mr. President, all of the increase in natural gas and oil has happened on private land,
not on government land.  On government land, your administration has cut the number of permits and
licenses in half. 
 

If I’m President, I’ll double them and also get the oil from offshore in Alaska, and I’ll
bring that pipeline in from Canada. And by the way, I like coal.  I’m going to make sure we can
continue to burn clean coal.  People in the coal industry feel like it’s getting crushed by your
policies.  I want to get America and North America energy independent so we can create those jobs.
 
     And finally with regards to that tax cut, look, I’m not looking to cut massive taxes and to
reduce the revenues going to the government.  My number-one principle is there will be no tax cut
that adds to the deficit.  I want to underline that -- no tax cut that adds to the deficit.  But I
do want to reduce the burden being paid by middle-income Americans.  And to do that, that also
means I cannot reduce the burden paid by high-income Americans.  So any language to the contrary
is simply not accurate.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Mr. President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, let’s talk about taxes because I think it’s instructive.  Now, four
years ago when I stood on this stage, I said that I would cut taxes for middle-class families, and
that's exactly what I did.  We cut taxes for middle-class families by about $3,600. 
 

And the reason is because I believe that we do best when the middle class is doing well.  And
by giving them those tax cuts, they had a little more money in their pocket, and so maybe they can
buy a new car.  They are certainly in a better position to weather the extraordinary recession
that we went through.  They can buy a computer for their kid who is going off to college, which
means they're spending more money; businesses have more customers; businesses make more profits
and then hire more workers.
 
     Now, Governor Romney’s proposal that he has been promoting for 18 months calls for a $5
trillion tax cut on top of $2 trillion of additional spending for our military.  And he is saying
that he is going to pay for it by closing loopholes and deductions.  The problem is that he’s been
asked over a hundred times how you would close those deductions and loopholes, and he hasn’t been
able to identify them. 
 
     But I’m going to make an important point here, Jim.  When you add up all the loopholes and
deductions that upper-income individuals are currently taking advantage of, you take those all
away, you don’t come close to paying for $5 trillion in tax cuts and $2 trillion in additional
military spending. 
 

And that’s why independent studies looking at this said the only way to meet Governor
Romney’s pledge of not reducing the deficit -- or not adding to the deficit, is by burdening
middle-class families; the average middle-class family with children would pay about $2,000 more.
 
     Now, that’s not my analysis.  That’s the analysis of economists who have looked at this.  And
that kind of top-down economics where folks at the top are doing well, so the average person
making 3 million bucks is getting a $250,000 tax break, while middle-class families are burdened
further, that’s not what I believe is a recipe for economic growth.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  All right, what is the difference?  Let’s just stay on taxes for a --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  But I get -- right, right. 
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Let’s just stay on taxes for a moment here.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Yes.  Well, but virtually --
 
     MR. LEHRER:  What is the difference?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- virtually everything he just said about my tax plan is inaccurate. 
 
     MR. LEHRER:  All right.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  So if the tax plan he described were a tax plan I was asked to support, I’d
say, absolutely not.  I’m not looking for a $5 trillion tax cut.  What I’ve said is, I won’t put
in place a tax cut that adds to the deficit.  That’s part one.  So there’s no economist who can
say Mitt Romney’s tax plan adds $5 trillion if I say I will not add to the deficit with my tax
plan. 
 
     Number two, I will not reduce the share paid by high-income individuals.  I know that you and
your running mate keep saying that, and I know it’s a popular thing to say with a lot of people,
but it’s just not the case.  Look, I’ve got five boys.  I’m used to people saying something that’s
not always true, but just keep on repeating it and ultimately hoping I’ll believe it. (Laughter.) 
But that is not the case, all right?  I will not reduce the taxes paid by high-income Americans.
 
     And number three, I will not, under any circumstances, raise taxes on middle-income
families.  I will lower taxes on middle-income families.  Now, you cite a study.  There are six
other studies that looked at the study you described and say it’s completely wrong.  I saw a study
that came out today that said you’re going to raise taxes by $3,000 to $4,000 on middle-income
families.  There are all these studies out there.
 
     But let’s get to the bottom line.  That is, I want to bring down rates.  I want to bring the
rates down, at the same time, lower deductions and exemptions and credits and so forth, so we keep
getting the revenue we need.  And you think, well, then why lower the rates?  And the reason is,
because small business pays that individual rate.  Fifty-four percent of America’s workers work in
businesses that are taxed not at the corporate tax rate, but at the individual tax rate.  And if
we lower that rate, they will be able to hire more people.
 
     For me, this is about jobs.  This is about getting jobs for the American people.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  All right, that’s where we started.  Yes. 



 
Do you challenge what the Governor just said about his own plan?

 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, for 18 months, he’s been running on this tax plan.  And now, five weeks
before the election, he’s saying that his big, bold idea is "never mind."  And the fact is that if
you are lowering the rates the way you described, Governor, then it is not possible to come up
with enough deductions and loopholes that only affect high-income individuals to avoid either
raising the deficit or burdening the middle class.  It’s math.  It’s arithmetic.
 
     Now, Governor Romney and I do share a deep interest in encouraging small business growth.  So
at the same time that my tax plan has already lowered taxes for 98 percent of families, I also
lowered taxes for small business 18 times.  And what I want to do is continue the tax rates -- the
tax cuts that we put into place for small businesses and families. 
 

But I have said that for incomes over $250,000 a year that we should go back to the rates
that we had when Bill Clinton was President, when we created 23 million new jobs, went from
deficit to surplus, and created a whole lot of millionaires to boot.  And the reason this is
important is because by doing that, we can not only reduce the deficit, we can not only encourage
job growth through small businesses, but we’re also able to make the investments that are
necessary in education or in energy.
 
     And we do have a difference, though, when it comes to definitions of small business.  Under
my plan, 97 percent of small businesses would not see their income taxes go up.  Governor Romney
says, well, those top 3 percent, they’re the job creators, they’d be burdened.  But under Governor
Romney’s definition, there are a whole bunch of millionaires and billionaires who are small
businesses.  Donald Trump is a small business -- and I know Donald Trump doesn’t like to think of
himself as small anything.  But that’s how you define small businesses if you’re getting business
income. 
 
     And that kind of approach, I believe, will not grow our economy because the only way to pay
for it without either burdening the middle class or blowing up our deficit is to make drastic cuts
in things like education, making sure that we are continuing to invest in basic science and
research -- all the things that are helping America grow.  And I think that would be a mistake.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  All right.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Jim, let me just come back on that point, which is these --
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Just for the record --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- small businesses we’re talking about --
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Excuse me, just so everybody understands, we’re way over our first 15 minutes.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  It’s fun, isn’t it?
 
     MR. LEHRER:  It’s okay.  It’s great. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That’s okay.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Great, no problem.  As long as you all don’t have a problem, I don’t have a
problem.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  That’s good.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Because we’re still on the economy.  We’re going to come back to taxes, and
we’re going to move on to the deficit and a lot of other things, too.  But go ahead, sir.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  You bet.  President, you’re -- Mr. President, you’re absolutely right,
which is that with regards to 97 percent of the businesses are not taxed at the 35 percent tax
rate, they’re taxed at a lower rate.  But those businesses that are in the last 3 percent of
businesses happen to employ half -- half -- of all the people who work in small business.  Those
are the businesses that employ one-quarter of all the workers in America.  And your plan is to
take their tax rate from 35 percent to 40 percent.
 
     Now, I talked to a guy who has a very small business.  He’s in the electronics business in
St. Louis.  He has four employees. He said he and his son calculated how much they pay in taxes --
federal income tax, federal payroll tax, state income tax, state sales tax, state property tax,
gasoline tax.  It added up to well over 50 percent of what they earned.  And your plan is to take
the tax rate on successful small businesses from 35 percent to 40 percent.  The National
Federation of Independent Businesses has said that will cost 700,000 jobs. 
 

I don’t want to cost jobs.  My priority is jobs.  And so what I do is I bring down the tax
rates, lower deductions and exemptions -- the same idea behind Bowles-Simpson, by the way.  Get
the rates down, lower deductions and exemptions to create more jobs, because there’s nothing
better for getting us to a balanced budget than having more people working, earning more money,
paying more taxes.  That’s by far the most effective and efficient way to get this budget
balanced.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Jim, you may want to move on to another topic, but I would just say this to
the American people:  If you believe that we can cut taxes by $5 trillion and add $2 trillion in
additional spending that the military is not asking for -- $7 trillion -- just to give you a
sense, over 10 years, that’s more than our entire defense budget -- and you think that by closing
loopholes and deductions for the well-to-do, somehow you will not end up picking up the tab, then
Governor Romney’s plan may work for you.
 
     But I think math, common sense, and our history shows us that’s not a recipe for job growth. 
Look, we’ve tried this -- we’ve tried both approaches.  The approach that Governor Romney is
talking about is the same sales pitch that was made in 2001 and 2003.  And we ended up with the
slowest job growth in 50 years.  We ended up moving from surplus to deficits, and it all
culminated in the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression.
 
     Bill Clinton tried the approach that I’m talking about.  We created 23 million new jobs.  We
went from deficit to surplus.  And businesses did very well.  So in some ways we’ve got some data
on which approach is more likely to create jobs and opportunity for Americans.  And I believe that



the economy works best when middle-class families are getting tax breaks so that they’ve got some
money in their pockets, and those of us who have done extraordinarily well because of this
magnificent country that we live in, that we can afford to do a little bit more to make sure we’re
not blowing up the deficit.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  The President began this segment, so I think I get the last word.  So I’m
going to take it.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  You’re going to get the first part in the next segment. 
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  But he gets the first word of that segment.  I get the last word of that
segment -- well, I hope -- let me just make this comment.   
 

MR. LEHRER:  That's not how it works.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Let me repeat what I said.  I’m not in favor of a $5 trillion tax cut. 

That's not my plan.  My plan is not to put in place any tax cut that will add to the deficit. 
That's point one.  So you may keep referring to the $5 trillion tax cut, but that's not my plan.
 
     Number two, let’s look at history.  My plan is not like anything that's been tried before. 
My plan is to bring down rates but also bring down deductions and exemptions and credits at the
same time, so the revenue stays in, but that we bring down rates to get more people working.  My
priority is putting people back to work in America.  They’re suffering in this country. 
 
     And we talk about evidence.  Look at the evidence of the last four years.  It’s absolutely
extraordinary.  We’ve got 23 million people out of work or stopped looking for work in this
country.  It’s just -- we’ve got -- when the President took office, 32 million people on food
stamps; 47 million on food stamps today; economic growth this year slower than last year; and last
year slower than the year before.  Going forward with the status quo is not going to cut it for
the American people who are struggling today.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  All right, let’s talk -- we’re still on the economy.  This is theoretically now
a second segment, still on the economy, and specifically on what to do about the federal deficit,
the federal debt.  And the question -- you each have two minutes on this.  And Governor Romney,
you go first because the President went first on segment one. 
 
     And the question is this:  What are the differences between the two of you as to how you
would go about tackling the deficit problem in this country?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Good, I’m glad you raised that, and it’s a critical issue.  I think it’s
not just an economic issue.  I think it’s a moral issue.  I think it’s, frankly, not moral for my
generation to keep spending massively more than we take in, knowing those burdens are going to
passed on to the next generation, and they’re going to be paying the interest and the principal
all their lives.  And the amount of debt we’re adding, at a trillion a year, is simply not moral.
 
     So how do we deal with it?  Well, mathematically, there are three ways that you can cut a
deficit.  One, of course, is to raise taxes.  Number two is to cut spending.  And number three is
to grow the economy, because if more people work in a growing economy, they’re paying taxes and
you can get the job done that way. 
 
     The President would prefer raising taxes.  I understand.  The problem with raising taxes is
that it slows down the rate of growth, and you can never quite get the job done.  I want to lower
spending and encourage economic growth at the same time. 
 
     What things would I cut from spending?  Well, first of all, I will eliminate all programs by
this test if they don't pass it: Is the program so critical it’s worth borrowing money from China
to pay for it?  And if not, I’ll get rid of it.  Obamacare is on my list.  I apologize, Mr.
President.  I use that term with all respect.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I like it.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Okay, good.  So I’ll get rid of that.  I’m sorry, Jim, I’m going to stop
the subsidy to PBS.  I’m going to stop other things.  I like PBS.  I love Big Bird.  I actually
like you, too.  But I’m not going to keep on spending money on things to borrow money from China
to pay for it.  That's number one.
 
     Number two, I’ll take programs that are currently good programs but I think could be run more
efficiently at the state level and send them to the state.
 
     Number three, I’ll make government more efficient and cut back the number of employees,
combine some agencies and departments.  My cutbacks will be done through attrition, by the way. 
 

This is the approach we have to take to get America to a balanced budget.  The President said
he’d cut the deficit in half.  Unfortunately, he doubled it -- trillion-dollar deficits for the
last four years.  The President has put in place as much public debt -- almost as much debt held
by the public as all prior Presidents combined.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Mr. President, two minutes.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  When I walked into the Oval Office I had more than a trillion-dollar deficit
greeting me, and we know where it came from:  two wars that were paid for on a credit card, two
tax cuts that were not paid for, and a whole bunch of programs that were not paid for, and then a
massive economic crisis. 
 

And despite that, what we’ve said is, yes, we had to take some initial emergency measures to
make sure we didn’t slip into a Great Depression, but what we’ve also said it let’s make sure that
we are cutting out those things that are not helping us grow.  So 77 government programs,
everything from aircrafts that the Air Force had ordered but weren’t working very well, 18
government programs for education that were well intentioned but weren’t helping kids learn.
 
     We went after medical fraud in Medicare and Medicaid very aggressively, more aggressively
than ever before, and have saved tens of billions of dollars -- $50 billion of waste taken out of
the system.  And I worked with Democrats and Republicans to cut a trillion dollars out of our
discretionary domestic budget.  That’s the largest cut in the discretionary domestic budget since
Dwight Eisenhower. 



 
     Now, we all know that we’ve got to do more, and so I put forward a specific $4 trillion
deficit reduction plan.  It’s on a website, you can look at all the numbers -- what cuts we make
and what revenue we raise.  And the way we do it is $2.50 for every cut we ask for $1 of
additional revenue paid for, as I indicated earlier, by asking those of us who have done very well
in this country to contribute a little bit more to reduce the deficit. 
 

Governor Romney earlier mentioned the Bowles-Simpson commission.  Well, that’s how the
commission -- bipartisan commission that talked about how we should move forward, suggested we
have to do it -- in a balanced way with some revenue and some spending cuts.  And this is a major
difference that Governor Romney and I have.  Let me just finish this point because you’re looking
for contrast.

 
When Governor Romney stood on a stage with other Republican candidates for the nomination,

and he was asked, would you take $10 of spending cuts for just $1 of revenue?  And he said no. 
Now, if you take such an unbalanced approach, then that means you are going to be gutting our
investments in schools and education. It means that -- Governor Romney talked about Medicaid and
how we could send it back to the states, but effectively, this means a 30 percent cut in the
primary program we help for seniors who are in nursing homes, for kids who are with disabilities. 
And that is not a right strategy for us to move forward.

 
     MR. LEHRER:  Way over the two minutes.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Sorry.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Governor, what about Simpson-Bowles?  Will you support Simpson-Bowles?
 

GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Simpson-Bowles, the President should have grabbed that. 
 
     MR. LEHRER:  I mean do you support Simpson-Bowles?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I have my own plan.  It’s not the same as Simpson-Bowles.  But in my view,
the President should have grabbed it.  If you wanted to make some adjustments to it, take it, go
to Congress, fight for it.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That's what we’ve done, made some adjustments to it, and we’re putting it
forward before Congress right now -- a $4 trillion plan --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  But you’ve been -- but you’ve been President four years --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  -- a balanced --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  You’ve been President four years.  You said you’d cut the deficit in half. 
It’s now four years later; we still have trillion-dollar deficits.  The CBO says we’ll have a
trillion-dollar deficit each of the next four years.  If you’re reelected we’ll get to a trillion-
dollar debt.  But you have said before you’d cut the deficit in half.  And I love this idea of $4
trillion in cuts -- you found $4 trillion of ways to reduce or to get closer to a balanced budget,
except we still show trillion-dollar deficits every year.  That doesn't get the job done.
 
     Let me come back and say, why is that I don't want to raise taxes?  Why don't I want to
raise taxes on people?  And actually you said it.  Back in 2010, you said, look, I’m going to
extend the tax policies that we have.  Now, I’m not going to raise taxes on anyone because when
the economy is growing slow like this, when we’re in recession, you shouldn’t raise taxes on
anyone.  Well, the economy is still going slow.  As a matter of fact, it’s growing much more
slowly now than when you made that statement.  And so if you believe the same thing, you just
don't want to raise taxes on people.
 
     And the reality is, it’s not just wealthy people -- you mentioned Donald Trump -- it’s not
just Donald Trump you’re taxing.  It’s all those businesses that employ one-quarter of the workers
in America, these small businesses that are taxed as individuals.  You raise taxes and you kill
jobs.  That's why the National Federation of Independent Businesses said your plan will kill
700,000 jobs.  I don't want to kill jobs in this environment.
 
     I’ll make one more point.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Let’s let him answer the taxes thing for a moment.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Okay.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Mr. President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, we’ve had this discussion before --
 
     MR. LEHRER:  No, about the idea that in order to reduce the deficit there has to be revenue
in addition to cuts.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  There has to be revenue in addition to cuts. Now, Governor Romney has ruled
out revenue.  He’s ruled out revenue.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Is that --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Absolutely.  Look, the revenue I get is by more people working, getting
higher pay, paying more taxes.  That's how we get growth and how we balance the budget.  But the
idea of taxing people more, putting more people out of work, you’ll never get there.  You never
balance the budget by raising taxes.  Spain -- Spain spends 42 percent of their total economy on
government.  We’re now spending 42 percent of our economy on government.  I don't want to go down
the path of Spain.  I want to go down the path of growth that puts Americans to work with more
money coming in because they're working.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  But, Mr. President, you’re saying in order to get the job done, it’s got to be
balanced. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  If we’re serious, we’ve got to take a balanced, responsible approach.  And by
the way, this is not just when it comes to individual taxes.  Let’s talk about corporate taxes. 
Now, I’ve identified areas where we can right away make a change that I believe would actually



help the economy.  The oil industry gets $4 billion a year in corporate welfare.  Basically, they
get deductions that those small businesses that Governor Romney refers to, they don't get.  Now,
does anybody think that Exxon Mobil needs some extra money when they're making money every time
you go to the pump?
 

Why wouldn’t we want to eliminate that?  Why wouldn’t we eliminate tax breaks for corporate
jets?  My attitude is if you got a corporate jet, you can probably afford to pay full freight, not
get a special break for it. 

 
When it comes to corporate taxes, Governor Romney has said he wants to in a revenue-neutral

way close loopholes, deductions -- he hasn’t identified which ones they are -- but thereby bring
down the corporate rate.  Well, I want to do the same thing, but I’ve actually identified how we
can do that.  And part of the way to do it is to not give tax breaks to companies that are
shipping jobs overseas.  Right now you can actually take a deduction for moving a plant overseas. 
I think most Americans would say that doesn't make sense.  And all that raises revenue.
 
     And so if we take a balanced approach, what that then allows us to do is also to help young
people, the way we already have during my administration, make sure that they can afford to go to
college.  It means that the teacher that I met in Las Vegas, a wonderful young lady, who describes
to me she's got 42 kids in her class.  The first two weeks, she's got some of them sitting on the
floor until finally they get reassigned.  They're using textbooks that are 10 years old.  That is
not a recipe for growth.  That's not how America was built.
 
     And so budgets reflect choices.  Ultimately, we're going to have to make some decisions.  And
if we're asking for no revenue, then that means that we've got to get rid of a whole bunch of
stuff.  And the magnitude of the tax cuts that you're talking about, Governor, would end up
resulting in severe hardship for people, but more importantly, would not help us grow. 
 

As I indicated before, when you talk about shifting Medicaid to states, we're talking about
potentially a 30-percent cut in Medicaid over time.  Now, that may not seem like a big deal when
it just is numbers on a sheet of paper.  But if we're talking about a family who's got an autistic
kid and is depending on that Medicaid, that's a big problem.  And governors are creative, there's
no doubt about it.  But they're not creative enough to make up for 30 percent of revenue on
something like Medicaid.  What ends up happening is some people end up not getting help.

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Jim, we've gone on a lot of topics there. And so it's going to take a

minute to go from Medicaid to schools --
 
MR. LEHRER:  Come back to Medicaid, yes. 
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- to oil to tax breaks and companies going overseas.  So let's go through

them one by one. 
 
First of all, the Department of Energy has said the tax break for oil companies is $2.8

billion a year.  And it's actually an accounting treatment, as you know, that's been in place for
a hundred years.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  It's time to end it.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And in one year, you provided $90 billion in breaks to the green-energy

world.  Now, I like green energy as well, but that's about 50 years' worth of what oil and gas
receives.  And you say Exxon and Mobil, actually those $2.8 billion goes largely to small
companies, to drilling operators and so forth. 

 
But you know if we get that tax rate from 35 percent down to 25 percent, why, that $2.8

billion is on the table.  Of course it's on the table.  That's probably not going to survive if
you get that rate down to 25 percent.  But don't forget, you put $90 billion -- like 50 years'
worth of breaks -- into solar and wind -- to Solyndra and Fisker and Tesla and Ener1.  I mean, I
had a friend who said you don't just pick the winners and losers, you pick the losers.  So this is
not the kind of policy you want to have if you want to get America energy secure.  

 
The second topic, which is you said you get a deduction for taking a plant overseas -- look,

I've been in business for 25 years.  I have no idea what you're talking about.  I maybe need to
get a new accountant.  But the idea that you get a break for shipping jobs overseas is simply not
the case.  What we do have right now is a setting where I'd like to bring money from overseas back
to this country. 

 
And finally, Medicaid to states -- I'm not quite sure where that came in except this, which

is I would like to take the Medicaid dollars that go to states and say to a state, you're going to
get what you got last year plus inflation, plus 1 percent.  And then, you're going to manage your
care for your poor in the way you think best. 

 
And I remember as a governor, when this idea was floated by Tommy Thompson, the governors --

Republican and Democrats -- said, please let us do that.  We can care for our own poor in so much
better and more effective a way than having the federal government tell us how to care for our
poor. 

 
One of the magnificent things about this country is the whole idea that states are the

laboratories of democracy.  Don't have the federal government tell everybody what kind of training
programs they have to have and what kind of Medicaid they have to have.  Let states do this.  And,
by the way, if a state gets in trouble, well, we could step in and see if we could find a way to
help them.

 
MR. LEHRER:  Let's go.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  But the right approach is one which relies on the brilliance of our people

and states, not the federal government.
 
MR. LEHRER:  We're going on -- still on the economy, but another part of it.  All right, this

is segment three, the economy.  Entitlements, first answer goes to you -- two minutes, Mr.
President.  Do you see a major difference between the two of you on Social Security? 
    
     THE PRESIDENT:  I suspect that on Social Security we’ve got a somewhat similar position. 
Social Security is structurally sound.  It’s going to have to be tweaked the way it was by Ronald
Reagan and Democratic Speaker Tip O’Neill.  But the basic structure is sound. 



 
But I want to talk about the values behind Social Security and Medicare, and then talk about

Medicare because that’s the big driver of our deficits right now.
 
     My grandmother, some of you know, helped to raise me -- my grandparents did.  My grandfather
died a while back.  My grandmother died three days before I was elected President.  And she was
fiercely independent.  She worked her way up -- only had a high school education, started as a
secretary, ended up being the vice president of a local bank.  And she ended up living alone by
choice.  And the reason she could be independent was because of Social Security and Medicare.
 
     She had worked all her life, put in this money, and understood that there was a basic
guarantee, a floor under which she could not go.  And that’s the perspective I bring when I think
about what’s called entitlements.  The name itself implies some sense of dependency on the part of
these folks.  These are folks who've worked hard, like my grandmother, and there are millions of
people out there who are counting on this. 
 
     So my approach is to say, how do we strengthen the system over the long term.  And in
Medicare, what we did was we said we are going to have to bring down the costs if we’re going to
deal with our long-term deficits, but to do that let’s look where some of the money is going --
$716 billion we were able to save from the Medicare program by no longer overpaying insurance
companies, by making sure that we weren’t overpaying providers, and using that money we were
actually able to lower prescription drug costs for seniors by an average of $600, and we were also
able to make a significant dent in providing them the kind of preventive care that will ultimately
save money throughout the system.
 
     So the way for us to deal with Medicare in particular is to lower health care costs.  When it
comes to Social Security, as I said, you don’t need a major structural change in order to make
sure that Social Security is there for the future.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  We’ll follow up on this.  First, Governor Romney, you have two minutes on Social
Security and entitlements.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, Jim, our seniors depend on these programs, and I know any time we
talk about entitlements people become concerned that something is going to happen that’s going to
change their life for the worse.  And the answer is, neither the President, nor I are proposing
any changes for any current retirees or near-retirees, either to Social Security or Medicare. So
if you’re 60 or around 60 or older, you don’t need to listen any further. 
 

But for younger people we need to talk about what changes are going to be occurring -- oh, I
just thought about one, and that is in fact I was wrong when I said the President isn’t proposing
any changes for current retirees.  In fact, he is on Medicare.  On Social Security he’s not.  But
on Medicare, for current retirees, he’s cutting $716 billion from the program -- now, he says by
not overpaying hospitals and providers, actually, just going to them and saying we’re going to
reduce the rates you get paid across the board, everybody is going to get a lower rate.  That
saying we're cutting the rates.  Some 15 percent of hospitals and nursing homes say they won't
take any more Medicare patients under that scenario.  We also have 50 percent of doctors who say
they won't take more Medicare patients. 
 
     We have 4 million people on Medicare Advantage that will lose Medicare Advantage because of
those $716 billion in cuts.  I can't understand how you can cut Medicare $716 billion for current
recipients in Medicare.  Now, you point out, well, we're putting some back, we're going to give a
better prescription program.  That's $1 for every $15 you've cut.  They're smart enough to know
that's not a good trade.
 
     I want to take that $716 billion you've cut and put it back into Medicare.  By the way, we
can include a prescription program if we need to improve it.  But the idea of cutting $716 billion
from Medicare to be able to balance the additional cost of Obamacare is, in my opinion, a mistake.
 
     With regards to young people coming along, I've got proposals to make sure Medicare and
Social Security are there for them without any question. 
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Mr. President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  First of all, I think it's important for Governor Romney to present this plan
that he says will only affect folks in the future.  And the essence of the plan is that you would
turn Medicare into a voucher program.  It's called Premium Support, but it's understood to be a
voucher program.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  And you don't support that?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I don't.  And let me explain why.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Again, that's for future people --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I understand.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- not for current retirees.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  So if you're 54 or 55, you might want to listen, because this will affect
you. 
 

The idea, which was originally presented by Congressman Ryan, your running mate, is that we
would give a voucher to seniors and they could go out in the private marketplace and buy their own
health insurance.  The problem is that because the voucher wouldn't necessarily keep up with
health care inflation, it was estimated that this would cost the average senior about $6,000 a
year.
 
     Now, in fairness, what Governor Romney has now said is he'll maintain traditional Medicare
alongside it.  But there's still a problem, because what happens is those insurance companies are
pretty clever at figuring out who are the younger and healthier seniors.  They recruit them,
leaving the older, sicker seniors in Medicare, and every health care economist who looks at it
says over time what will happen is the traditional Medicare system will collapse.  And then what
you've got is folks like my grandmother at the mercy of the private insurance system precisely at
the time when they are most in need of decent health care.
 



     So I don't think vouchers are the right way to go.  And this is not my -- only my opinion. 
AARP thinks that the savings that we obtained from Medicare bolstered the system, lengthened the
Medicare trust fund by eight years.  Benefits were not affected at all. 
 

And ironically, if you repeal Obamacare -- and I have become fond of this term, Obamacare --
(laughter) -- if you repeal it, what happens is those seniors right away are going to be paying
$600 more in prescription care.  They're now going to have to be paying co-pays for basic checkups
that can keep them healthier.  And the primary beneficiary of that repeal are insurance companies
that are estimated to gain billions of dollars back when they aren’t making seniors any
healthier.  And I don't think that's the right approach when it comes to making sure that Medicare
is stronger over the long term.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  We'll talk about -- specifically about health care in a moment.  But do you
support the voucher system, Governor?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  What I support is no change for current retirees and near-retirees to
Medicare.  And the President supports taking $716 billion out of that program. 
 
     MR. LEHRER:  What about the voucher --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  So that's number one.  Number two is, for people coming along that are
young, what I'd do to make sure that we can keep Medicare in place for them is to allow them
either to choose the current Medicare program or a private plan -- their choice.  They get to --
and they'll have at least two plans that will be entirely at no cost to them.  So they don't have
to pay additional money, no additional $6,000 -- that's not going to happen.  They'll have at
least two plans.
 
     And by the way, if the government can be as efficient as the private sector and offer
premiums that are as low as the private sector, people will be happy to get traditional Medicare. 
Or they'll be able to get a private plan.  I know my own view is I'd rather have a private plan. 
I know I’d just as soon not have the government telling me what kind of health care I get.  I’d
rather be able to have an insurance company.  If I don't like them, I can get rid of them and find
a different insurance company.  Let people make their own choice.
 
     The other thing we have to do to save Medicare, we have to have the benefits high for those
that are low-income.  But for higher-income people, we’re going to have to lower some of the
benefits.  We have to make sure this program is there for the long term. 
 
     That's the plan that I put forward.  And by the way, the idea came not even from Paul Ryan or
Senator Wyden, who is a co-author of the bill with Paul Ryan in the Senate, but also it came from
Bill Clinton’s Chief of Staff.  This is an idea that's been around a long time, which is saying,
hey, let’s see if we can't get competition into the Medicare world so that people can get the
choice of different plans at lower cost, better quality.  I believe in competition.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Okay.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Jim, if I can just respond very quickly.  First of all, every study has shown
that Medicare has lower administrative costs than private insurance does, which is why seniors are
generally pretty happy with it.  And private insurers have to make a profit.  Nothing wrong with
that, that's what they do.  And so you’ve got higher administrative costs, plus profit on top of
that, and if you are going to save any money through what Governor Romney is proposing, what has
to happen is, is that the money has to come from somewhere. 
 

And when you move to a voucher system, you are putting seniors at the mercy of those
insurance companies.  And over time, if traditional Medicare has decayed or fallen apart, then
they're stuck.  And this is the reason why AARP has said that your plan would weaken Medicare
substantially.  And that's why they were supportive of the approach that we took.
 
     One last point I want to make:  We do have to lower the cost of health care, not just in
Medicare, but --
 
     MR. LEHRER:  We'll talk about that in a minute.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  -- but overall.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Okay.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And so --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  That's a big topic.  Can we stay on Medicare?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Is that a separate topic?
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Yes, we’re going to -- yes, I want to get to it.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I’m sorry.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  But all I want to do is very quickly before we leave the economy --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Let’s get back to Medicare.  Let’s get back to Medicare. 
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Governor --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  The President said that the government can provide the service at lower
cost and without a profit.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  All right.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  If that's the case, then it will always be the best product that people can
purchase.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Wait a minute, Governor.  Wait a minute.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  But my experience -- my experience is the private sector typically is able
to provide a better product at a lower cost.



 
     MR. LEHRER:  Can we -- can the two of you agree that the voters have a choice, a clear choice
between the two of you on Medicare?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Absolutely.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Yes.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Absolutely.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  All right.  So, to finish quickly, briefly on the economy, what is your view
about the level of federal regulation of the economy right now?  Is there too much?  And in your
case, Mr. President, is there -- should there be more?  Beginning with you -- this is not a new
two-minute segment.  Just start, and we’ll go for a few minutes, and then we’re going to go to
health care, okay?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Regulation is essential.  You can't have a free market work if you don't
have regulation.  As a businessperson, I had to have -- I needed to know the regulations.  I
needed them there.  You could have people opening up banks in their garage and making loans.  You
have to have regulations so that you can have an economy work.  Every free economy has good
regulation.  At the same time, regulation can become excessive.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Is it excessive now, do you think?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  In some places, yes. 
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Like where?  Let me know.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Other places no.  It can become out of date.  And what’s happened with some
of the legislation that's been passed during the President’s term, you’ve seen regulation become
excessive and it’s hurt the -- it’s hurt the economy.
 
     Let me give you an example.  Dodd-Frank was passed, and it includes within it a number of
provisions that I think has some unintended consequences that are harmful to the economy.  One is
it designates a number of banks as "too big to fail," and they're effectively guaranteed by the
federal government.  This is the biggest kiss that's been given to New York banks I’ve ever seen.
This is an enormous boon for them.  There have been -- 122 community and small banks have closed
since Dodd-Frank.  So there’s one example.
 
     Here’s another.  In Dodd-Frank, it says if --
 
     MR. LEHRER:  You want to repeal Dodd-Frank?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, I would repeal it and replace it.  We’re not going to get rid of all
regulation.  You have to have regulation, and there are some parts of Dodd-Frank that make all the
sense in the world.  You need transparency.  You need to have leverage limits for institutional --
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Well, there’s a specific --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  But let’s -- but let’s mention --
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Excuse me --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Let me mention the other one.  Let’s talk the other big one.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  No, let’s not. 
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Okay.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Let’s let him respond -- let’s let him respond to this specific on Dodd-Frank
and what the Governor just said.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, I think this is a great example.  The reason we have been in such a
enormous economic crisis was prompted by reckless behavior across the board.  Now, it wasn’t just
on Wall Street.  You had loan officers that were giving loans and mortgages that really shouldn’t
have been given because the folks didn't qualify.  You had people who were borrowing money to buy
a house that they couldn’t afford.  You had credit agencies that were stamping these as A-1, great
investments when they weren’t.  But you also had banks making money hand over fist, churning out
products that the bankers themselves didn’t even understand, in order to make big profits, but
knowing that it made the entire system vulnerable.
 
     So what did we do?  We stepped in and had the toughest reforms on Wall Street since the
1930s.  We said you’ve got -- banks, you’ve got to raise your capital requirements.  You can’t
engage in some of this risky behavior that is putting Main Street at risk.  We’re going to make
sure that you’ve got to have a living will, so we can know how you’re going to wind things down if
you make a bad bet so we don’t have other taxpayer bailouts.
 
     In the meantime, by the way, we also made sure that all the help that we provided those banks
was paid back -- every single dime -- with interest. 
 
     Now, Governor Romney has said he wants to repeal Dodd-Frank, and I appreciate and it appears
we’ve got some agreement that a marketplace, to work, has to have some regulation.  But in the
past, Governor Romney has said he just wants to repeal Dodd-Frank.  Roll it back.  And so the
question is does anybody out there think that the big problem we had is that there was too much
oversight and regulation of Wall Street?  Because if you do, then Governor Romney is your
candidate.  But that’s not what I believe.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Sorry, Jim, but that’s just not the facts. Look, we have to have regulation
on Wall Street.  That’s why I’d have regulation.  But I wouldn’t designate five banks as too big
to fail and give them a blank check.  That’s one of the unintended consequences of Dodd-Frank.  It
wasn’t thought through properly.  We need to get rid of that provision because it’s killing
regional and small banks.  They’re getting hurt.
 
     Let me mention another regulation in Dodd-Frank.  You say we were giving mortgages to people
who weren’t qualified.  That’s exactly right.  It’s one of the reasons for the great financial



calamity we had.  And so Dodd-Frank correctly says we need to have qualified mortgages, and if you
give a mortgage that’s not qualified, there are big penalties -- except they didn’t ever go on to
define what a qualified mortgage was.  It’s been two years. We don’t know what a qualified
mortgage is yet.
 
     So banks are reluctant to make loans, mortgages.  Try and get a mortgage these days.  It’s
hurt the housing market, because Dodd-Frank didn’t anticipate putting in place the kinds of
regulations you have to have.  It’s not that Dodd-Frank always was wrong with too much
regulation.  Sometimes they didn’t come out with a clear regulation. 
 

I will make sure we don’t hurt the functioning of our marketplace and our businesses, because
I want to bring back housing and get good jobs.

 
MR. LEHRER:  All right.  I think we have another clear difference between the two of you. 

Now let’s move to health care, where I know there is a clear difference, and that has to do with
the Affordable Care Act -- Obamacare.  And it’s a two-minute new segment, and that means two
minutes each.  And you go first, Governor Romney.  You want it repealed.  You want the Affordable
Care Act repealed.  Why?

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I sure do.  Well, in part it comes, again, from my experience.  I was in

New Hampshire; a woman came to me and she said, look, I can’t afford insurance for myself or my
son.  I met a couple in Appleton, Wisconsin, and they said, we’re thinking of dropping our
insurance -- we can’t afford it.  And the number of small businesses I’ve gone to that are saying
they’re dropping insurance because they can’t afford it -- the cost of health care is just
prohibitive, and we’ve got to deal with cost.

 
And unfortunately, when you look at Obamacare, the Congressional Budget Office has said it

will cost $2,500 a year more than traditional insurance.  So it’s adding to cost.  And as a matter
of fact, when the President ran for office, he said that by this year he would have brought down
the cost of insurance for each family by $2,500 a family.  Instead, it’s gone up by that amount. 
So it’s expensive.  Expensive things hurt families.  So that’s one reason I don’t want it.

 
Second reason, it cuts $716 billion from Medicare to pay for it.  I want to put that money

back in Medicare for our seniors. 
 
Number three, it puts in place an unelected board that’s going to tell people ultimately what

kind of treatments they can have.  I don’t like that idea.
 
Fourth, there was a survey done of small businesses across the country.  It said, what’s been

the effect of Obamacare on your hiring plans?  And three-quarters of them said, it makes us less
likely to hire people.  I just don’t know how the President could have come into office, facing 23
million people out of work, rising unemployment, an economic crisis at the kitchen table, and
spend his energy and passion for two years fighting for Obamacare instead of fighting for jobs for
the American people.  It has killed jobs.

 
And the best course for health care is to do what we did in my state -- craft a plan at the

state level that fits the needs of the state, and then let’s focus on getting the cost down for
people rather than raising it with a $2,500 additional premium.

 
MR. LEHRER:  Mr. President, the argument against repeal.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, four years ago when I was running for office, I was traveling around

and having those same conversations that Governor Romney talks about.  And it wasn’t just that
small businesses were seeing costs skyrocket and they couldn’t get affordable coverage even if
they wanted to provide it to their employees.  It wasn’t just that this was the biggest driver of
our federal deficit, our overall health care cost.  But it was families who were worried about
going bankrupt if they got sick -- millions of families all across the country. 
 

If they had a preexisting condition, they might not be able to get coverage at all.  If they
did have coverage, insurance companies might impose an arbitrary limit.  And so, as a consequence,
they’re paying their premiums; somebody gets really sick, lo and behold, they don’t have enough
money to pay the bills because the insurance companies say that they’ve hit the limit.

 
So we did work on this, alongside working on jobs, because this is part of making sure that

middle-class families are secure in this country.  And let me tell you exactly what Obamacare did.
Number one, if you’ve got health insurance it doesn’t mean a government takeover.  You keep your
own insurance.  You keep your own doctor.  But it does say insurance companies can’t jerk you
around.  They can’t impose arbitrary lifetime limits.  They have to let you keep your kid on your
insurance plan until you’re 26 years old.  And it also says that you’re going to have to get
rebates if insurance companies are spending more on administrative costs and profits than they are
on actual care. 

 
Number two, if you don’t have health insurance, we’re essentially setting up a group plan

that allows you to benefit from group rates that are typically 18 percent lower than if you’re out
there trying to get insurance on the individual market. 

 
Now, the last point I’d make before --
 
MR. LEHRER:  Two minutes is up, sir.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, I think -- I had five seconds before you interrupted me.  (Laughter.) 

The irony is that we’ve seen this model work really well in Massachusetts, because Governor Romney
did a good thing, working with Democrats in the state, to set up what is essentially the identical
model.  And as consequence, people are covered there.  It hasn’t destroyed jobs.  And as a
consequence, we now have a system in which we have the opportunity to start bringing down costs,
as opposed to just leaving millions of people out in the cold.

 
MR. LEHRER:  Your five seconds went away a long time ago.  (Laughter.)
 
All right, Governor, tell the President directly why you think what he just said is wrong

about Obamacare.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, I did with my first statement --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You did.



 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- I’ll go on.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Please elaborate.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’ll elaborate -- exactly right.  (Laughter.) 
 
First of all, I like the way we did it in Massachusetts.  I like the fact that in my state we

had Republicans and Democrats come together and work together.  What you did instead was to push
through a plan without a single Republican vote.  As a matter of fact, when Massachusetts did
something quite extraordinary -- elected a Republican senator -- to stop Obamacare, you pushed it
through anyway.  So entirely on a partisan basis, instead of bringing America together and having
a discussion on this important topic, you pushed through something that you and Nancy Pelosi and
Harry Reid thought was the best answer, and drove it through.
 
     What we did in a legislature 87 percent Democrat, we worked together.  Two hundred
legislators in my legislature -- only two voted against the plan by the time we were finished.
 
     What were some differences?  We didn’t raise taxes.  You’ve raised them by a trillion dollars
under Obamacare.  We didn’t cut Medicare -- of course, we don't have Medicare -- but we didn’t cut
Medicare by $716 billion.  We didn’t put in place a board that can tell people ultimately what
treatments they’re going to receive.  We didn’t also do something that I think a number of people
across this country recognize, which is put people in a position where they’re going to lose the
insurance they had and they wanted. 
 

Right now the CBO says up to 20 million people will lose their insurance as Obamacare goes
into effect next year.  And likewise, a study by McKinsey and Company, of American Businesses,
said 30 percent of them are anticipating dropping people from coverage. 
 
     So for those reasons -- for the tax, for Medicare, for this board, and for people losing
their insurance -- this is why the American people don't want Medicare -- don't want Obamacare. 
It’s why Republicans said, do not do this.  And the Republicans had a plan.  They put a plan out. 
They put a plan, a bipartisan plan.  It was swept aside.  I think something this big, this
important, has to be done on a bipartisan basis.  And we have to have a President who can reach
across the aisle and fashion important legislation with the input from both parties.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor Romney said this has to be done on a bipartisan basis.  This was a
bipartisan idea.  In fact, it was a Republican idea.  And Governor Romney, at the beginning of
this debate, wrote and said, what we did in Massachusetts could be a model for the nation. 
 

And I agree that the Democratic legislators in Massachusetts might have given some advice to
Republicans in Congress about how to cooperate, but the fact of the matter is we used the same
advisors and they say it’s the same plan.
 
     When Governor Romney talks about this board, for example -- unelected board that we’ve
created -- what this is, is a group of health care experts, doctors, et cetera, to figure out how
can we reduce the cost of care in the system overall.  Because there are two ways of dealing with
our health care crisis.  One is to simply leave a whole bunch of people uninsured, and let them
fend for themselves; to let businesses figure out how long they can continue to pay premiums until
finally they just give up and their workers are no longer getting insured -- and that's been the
trend line.  Or alternatively, we can figure out how do we make the cost of care more effective. 
And there are ways of doing it.
 
     So at Cleveland Clinic, one of the best health care systems in the world, they actually
provide great care, cheaper than average.  And the reason they do is because they do some smart
things.  They say if a patient is coming in, let’s get all the doctors together at once, do one
test, instead of having the patient run around with 10 tests.  Let’s make sure that we’re
providing preventive care, so we’re catching the onset of something like diabetes.  Let’s pay
providers on the basis of performance, as opposed to on the basis of how many procedures they’ve
engaged in. 
 
     Now, so what this board does is basically identifies best practices and says let’s use the
purchasing power of Medicare and Medicaid to help to institutionalize all these good things that
we do. 
 

And the fact of the matter is that when Obamacare is fully implemented, we’re going to be in
a position to show that costs are going down.  And over the last two years, health care premiums
have gone up, it’s true, but they’ve gone up slower than any time in the last 50 years.  So we’re
already beginning to see progress.  In the meantime, folks out there with insurance, you’re
already getting a rebate.
 
     Let me make one last point.  Governor Romney says we should replace it -- I’m just going to
repeal it, but we can replace it with something.  But the problem is he hasn’t described what
exactly we’d replace it with, other than saying we’re going to leave it to the states.  But the
fact of the matter is that some of the prescriptions that he’s offered, like letting you buy
insurance across state lines, there's no indication that that somehow is going to help somebody
who has got a preexisting condition be able to finally buy insurance.  In fact, it’s estimated
that by repealing Obamacare, you’re looking at 50 million people losing health insurance at a time
when it’s vitally important.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Let’s let the Governor explain what you would do if Obamacare is repealed.  How
would you replace it?  What do you have in mind? 
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, actually, it’s a lengthy description, but number one, preexisting
conditions are covered under my plan.  Number two, young people are able to stay on their family
plan.  That's already offered in the private marketplace.  You don't have the government mandate
that for that to occur. 
 
     But let’s come back to something the President and I agree on, which is the key task we have
in health care is to get the cost down so it’s more affordable for families.  And then he has as a
model for doing that a board of people at the government -- an unelected board, appointed board --
who are going to decide what kind of treatments you ought to have.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  No --
 



     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  In my opinion, the government is not effective in bringing down the cost of
almost anything.  As a matter of fact, free people and free enterprises trying to find ways to do
things better are able to be more effective in bringing down the costs than the government will
ever be.
 
     Your example of the Cleveland Clinic is my case in point, along with several others I could
describe.  This is the private market.  These are small -- these are enterprises competing with
each other, learning how to do better and better jobs.
 
     I used to consult to businesses -- excuse me, to hospitals and to health care providers.  I
was astonished at the creativity and innovation that exists in the American people.  In order to
bring the cost of health care down, we don't need to have a board of 15 people telling us what
kinds of treatments we should have. We instead need to put insurance plans, providers, hospitals,
doctors on target such that they have an incentive, as you say, performance pay, for doing an
excellent job for keeping costs down.  And that's happening -- Intermountain Health Care does it
superbly well.  Mayo Clinic is doing it superbly well; Cleveland clinic, others.
 
     But the right answer is not to have the federal government take over health care and start
mandating to the providers across America, telling a patient and a doctor what kind of treatment
they can have.  That's the wrong way to go.  The private market and individual responsibility
always work best.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Let me point out, first of all, this board that we're talking about can't
make decisions about what treatments are given.  That's explicitly prohibited in the law. 
 

But let's go back to what Governor Romney indicated -- that under his plan, he would be able
to cover people with preexisting conditions.  Well actually, Governor, that isn't what your plan
does.  What your plan does is to duplicate what's already the law, which says if you are out of
health insurance for three months, then you can end up getting continuous coverage and an
insurance company can't deny you if it's been under 90 days.
 
     But that's already the law.  And that doesn't help the millions of people out there with
preexisting conditions.  There's a reason why Governor Romney set up the plan that he did in
Massachusetts.  It wasn't a government takeover of health care.  It was the largest expansion of
private insurance.  But what it does say is that, insurers, you've got to take everybody.  Now,
that also means that you've got more customers.
 

But when Governor Romney says that he'll replace it with something, but can't detail how it
will be, in fact, replaced -- and the reason he set up the system he did in Massachusetts was
because there isn't a better way of dealing with the preexisting conditions problem -- it just
reminds me of -- he says that he's going to close deductions and loopholes for his tax plan. 
That's how it's going to be paid for, but we don't know the details.  He says that he's going to
replace Dodd-Frank, Wall Street reform, but we don't know exactly which ones.  He won't tell us. 
He now says he's going to replace Obamacare and assure that all the good things that are in it are
going to be in there and you don't have to worry.

 
And at some point, I think the American people have to ask themselves, is the reason that

Governor Romney is keeping all these plans to replace secret because they're too good?  Is it
because that somehow middle-class families are going to benefit too much from them?  No.  The
reason is because when we reform Wall Street, when we tackle the problem of preexisting conditions
-- these are tough problems and we've got to make choices -- and the choices we've made have been
ones that ultimately are benefiting middle-class families all across the country. 

 
MR. LEHRER:  We're going to move to --
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  No, I have to respond to that -- which is my experience as a governor is if

I come in and lay down a piece of legislation and say it's my way or the highway, I don't get a
lot done.  What I do is the same way that Tip O'Neill and Ronald Reagan worked together some years
ago.  When Ronald Reagan ran for office, he laid out the principles that he was going to foster. 
He said he was going to lower tax rates.  He said he was going to broaden the base.  You’ve said
the same thing -- you’re going to simplify the tax code, broaden the base. 
 

Those are my principles.  I want to bring down the tax burden on middle-income families, and
I’m going to work together with Congress to say, okay, what are the various ways we can bring down
deductions, for instance.  One way, for instance, would be to have a single number -- make up a
number -- $25,000, $50,000 -- anybody could have deductions up to that amount.  And then that
number disappears for high-income people.  That’s one way one could do it.
 
     One could follow Bowles-Simpson as a model, and tax deduction by deduction and make
differences that way.  There are alternatives to accomplish the objective I have, which is to
bring down rates, broaden the base, simplify the code, and create incentives for growth. 
 

And with regards to health care, you had remarkable details with regards to my preexisting
condition plan.  You obviously studied up on my plan.  In fact, I do have a plan that deals with
people with preexisting conditions; that’s part of my health care plan.  And what we did in
Massachusetts is a model for the nation, state by state.  And I said that at that time.  The
federal government taking over health care for the entire nation and whisking aside the 10th
Amendment, which gives states the rights for these kinds of things, is not the course for America
to have a stronger, more vibrant economy.

 
MR. LEHRER:  That is a terrific segue to our next segment, and it's the role of government. 

And let’s see, role of government, and it is -- you are first on this, Mr. President. 
 
And the question is this:  Do you believe -- both of you, but you have the first two minutes

on this, Mr. President -- do you believe there’s a fundamental difference between the two of you
as to how you view the mission of the federal government?

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, I definitely think there are differences.  The first role of the

federal government is to keep the American people safe.  That’s its most basic function.  And as
Commander-in-Chief, that is something that I have worked on and thought about every single day
that I’ve been in the Oval Office. 

 
But I also believe that government has the capacity -- the federal government has the

capacity to help open up opportunity and create ladders of opportunity and to create frameworks
where the American people can succeed.  Look, the genius of America is the free enterprise system



and freedom, and the fact that people can go out there and start a business, work on an idea, make
their own decisions.  But as Abraham Lincoln understood, there are also some things we do better
together. 

 
So in the middle of the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln said, let’s help to finance the Trans-

Continental Railroad.  Let’s start the National Academy of Sciences.  Let’s start land grant
colleges -- because we want to give these gateways of opportunity for all Americans -- because if
all Americans are getting opportunity, we’re all going to be better off.  That doesn’t restrict
people’s freedom; that enhances it. 
 
     And so what I’ve tried to do as President is to apply those same principles.  When it comes
to education, what I’ve said is we’ve got to reform schools that are not working.  We use
something called Race to the Top.  It wasn’t a top-down approach, Governor.  What we said is to
states, we’ll give you more money if you initiate reforms.  And as a consequence you have 46
states around the country who have made a real difference. 
 
     But what I’ve also said is let’s hire another 100,000 math and science teachers to make sure
we maintain our technological lead and our people are skilled and able to succeed.  And hard-
pressed states right now can't all do that.  In fact, we’ve seen layoffs of hundreds of thousands
of teachers over the last several years, and Governor Romney doesn't think we need more teachers. 
 

I do, because I think that that is the kind of investment where the federal government can
help.  It can't do it all, but it can make a difference.  And as a consequence, we’ll have a
better-trained workforce, and that will create jobs because companies want to locate in places
where we’ve got a skilled workforce.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Two minutes, Governor, on the role of government.  Your view?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, first, I love great schools.  Massachusetts, our schools are ranked
number one of all 50 states.  And the key to great schools -- great teachers.  So I reject the
idea that I don't believe in great teachers or more teachers.  Every school district, every state
should make that decision on their own.
 
     The role of government:  Look behind us -- the Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence.  The role of government is to promote and protect the principles of those
documents.  First, life and liberty:  We have a responsibility to protect the lives and liberties
of our people, and that means a military second to none.  I do not believe in cutting our
military.  I believe in maintaining the strength of America’s military.
 
     Second, in that line that says, "We are endowed by our Creator with our rights," I believe we
must maintain our commitment to religious tolerance and freedom in this country.  That statement
also says that we are endowed by our Creator with the right to pursue happiness as we choose.  I
interpret that as, one, making sure that those people who are less fortunate and can't care for
themselves are cared by -- by one another.  We’re a nation that believes that we are all children
of the same God, and we care for those that have difficulties.  Those that are elderly and have
problems and challenges, those that are disabled, we care for them.  And we look for discovery and
innovation, all these things desired out of the American heart to provide the pursuit of happiness
for our citizens. 
 

But we also believe in maintaining for individuals the right to pursue their dreams and not
to have the government substitute itself for the rights of free individuals.  And what we’re
seeing right now is, in my view, a trickle-down government approach which has government thinking
it can do a better job than free people pursuing their dreams, and it’s not working.
 
     And the proof of that is 23 million people out of work.  The proof of that is one out of six
people in poverty.  The proof of that is we’ve gone from 32 million on food stamps to 47 million
on food stamps.  The proof of that is that 50 percent of college graduates this year can't find
work.  We know that the path we’re taking is not working.  It’s time for a new path.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  All right, let’s go through some specifics in terms of what -- how each of you
views the role of government.  Education -- does the federal government have a responsibility to
improve the quality of public education in America?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, the primary responsibility for education is, of course, at the state
and local level.  But the federal government also can play a very important role.  And I agree
with Secretary Arne Duncan, some ideas he’s put forward on Race to the Top -- not all of them, but
some of them I agree with, and congratulate him for pursuing that.  The federal government can get
local and state schools to do a better job.
 
     My own view, by the way, is I’ve added to that.  I happen to believe -- I want the kids that
are getting federal dollars from IDEA or Title I -- these are disabled kids or poor kids -- or
lower-income kids, rather -- I want them to be able to go to the school of their choice.  So all
federal funds, instead of going to the state or to the school district, I’d have go, if you will,
follow the child and let the parent and the child decide where to send their student.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  How do you see the federal government’s responsibility to, as I say, to improve
the quality of public education in this country?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, as I’ve indicated, I think that it has a significant role to play. 
Through our Race to the Top program, we’ve worked with Republican and Democratic governors to
initiate major reforms, and they’re having an impact right now.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Do you think you have a difference with your views and those of Governor Romney
about education and the federal government?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  This is where budgets matter, because budgets reflect choices.  So when
Governor Romney indicates that he wants to cut taxes and potentially benefit folks like me and
him, and to pay for it we’re having to initiate significant cuts in federal support for education,
that makes a difference. 
 

His running mate, Congressman Ryan, put forward a budget that reflects many of the principles
that Governor Romney has talked about.  And it wasn’t very detailed -- this seems to be a trend --
but what it did do is to, if you extrapolated how much money we’re talking about, you’d look at
cutting the education budget by up to 20 percent.
 



     When it comes to community colleges, we are seeing great work done out there all over the
country because we have the opportunity to train people for jobs that exist right now.  And one of
the things I suspect Governor Romney and I probably agree on is getting businesses to work with
community colleges so that they’re setting up their training programs --
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Do you agree, Governor?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Let me just finish the point.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Oh, sure.  Oh, yes.  It’s, by the way, going very well in my state, by the
way.  Yes.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I suspect it will be a small agreement -- where they’re partnering so that
they’re designing training programs and people who are going through them know that there’s a job
waiting for them if they complete it.  That makes a big difference, but that requires some federal
support.
 
     Let me just say one final example.  When it comes to making college affordable, whether it’s
two-year or four-year, one of the things that I did as President was we were sending $60 billion
to banks and lenders as middlemen for the student loan program, even though the loans were
guaranteed so there was no risk for the banks or the lenders.  But they were taking billions out
of the system.  And we said why not cut out the middleman?  And as a consequence, what we’ve been
able to do is to provide millions more students assistance, lower or keep low interest rates on
student loans. 
 

And this is an example of where our priorities make a difference.  Governor Romney, I
genuinely believe cares about education, but when he tells a student that you should borrow money
from your parents to go to college, that indicates the degree to which there may not be as much of
a focus on the fact that folks like myself, folks like Michelle, kids probably who attend the
University of Denver just don’t have that option.  And for us to be able to make sure that they’ve
got that opportunity and they can walk through that door -- that is vitally important -- not just
to those kids; it’s how we’re going to grow this economy over the long term.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  We’re running out of time, gentlemen, so I think you have a chance to respond to
that.  Yes, Mr. Governor.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  He has a chance.
    
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Mr. President, you’re entitled, as the President, to your own airplane and
to your own house, but not to your own facts, all right?  I’m not going to cut education funding. 
I don’t have any plan to cut education funding and grants that go to people going to college.  I’m
planning on continuing to grow, so I’m not planning on making changes there. 
     But you make a very good point, which is that the place you put your money makes a pretty
clear indication of where your heart is.  You put $90 billion into green jobs.  And, look, I’m all
in favor of green energy.  Ninety billion -- that would have hired two million teachers.  Ninety
billion dollars.  And these businesses, many of them have gone out of business.  I think about
half of them -- of the ones that have been invested in have gone out of business.  A number of
them happen to be owned by people who were contributors to your campaigns. 
 
     Look, the right course for America’s government -- we’re talking about the role of government
-- is not to become the economic player picking winners and losers, telling people what kind of
health treatment they can receive, taking over the health care system that has existed in this
country for a long, long time and has produced the best health records in the world.  The right
answer for government is to say, how do we make the private sector become more efficient and more
effective?  How do we get schools to be more competitive? 
 

Let’s grade them.  I propose we grade our schools, so parents know which schools are
succeeding and failing, so they can take their child to a school that’s being more successful.  I
don’t want to cut our commitment to education.  I want to make it more effective and efficient. 

 
And by the way, I’ve had that experience.  I don’t just talk about it.  I’ve been there. 

Massachusetts schools are ranked number one in the nation.  This is not because I didn’t have
commitment to education.  It’s because I care about education for all of our kids.

 
MR. LEHRER:  All right, gentlemen --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Jim, I --
 
MR. LEHRER:  Excuse me, one -- excuse me, sir.  We’ve got -- we barely have three minutes

left.  I’m not going to grade the two of you and say your answers have been too long or I’ve done
a poor job --

 
THE PRESIDENT:  You’ve done a great job, Jim.
 
MR. LEHRER:  Oh, well, no.  But the fact is government -- the role of government and

governing -- we’ve lost a pod, in other words.  So we only have three minutes left in the debate
before we go to your closing statements.  And so I want to ask, finally here -- and remember,
we’ve got three minutes total time here.  And the question is this:  Many of the legislative
functions of the federal government right now are in a state of paralysis as a result of partisan
gridlock.  If elected, in your case -- if reelected, in your case -- what would you do about that?
  Governor?

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Jim, I had the great experience -- it didn’t seem like it at the time -- of

being elected in a state where my legislature was 87 percent Democrat.  And that meant I figured
out -- from day one I had to get along and I had to work across the aisle to get anything done. 
We drove our schools to be number one in the nation.  We cut taxes 19 times. 
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Well, what would you do as President?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  As President, I will sit down on day one
-- actually, the day after I get elected, I'll sit down with leaders, the Democrat leaders as well
as Republican leaders, as we did in my state -- we met every Monday for a couple of hours, talked
about the issues and the challenges in our state, in that case.  We have to work on a
collaborative basis, not because we're going to compromise our principles, but because there's
common ground. 



 
     And the challenges America faces right now -- look, the reason I'm in this race is there are
people that are really hurting today in this country.  We face -- this deficit could crush the
future generations.  What's happening in the Middle East -- there are developments around the
world that are of real concern.  And Republicans and Democrats both love America, but we need to
have leadership -- leadership in Washington that will actually bring people together and get the
job done, and could not care less if it's a Republican or a Democrat.  I've done it before.  I'll
do it again. 
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Mr. President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, first of all, I think Governor Romney is going to have a busy first
day, because he's also going to repeal Obamacare, which will not be very popular among Democrats
as you're sitting down with them. 
 
     But, look, my philosophy has been I will take ideas from everybody -- Democrat or Republican
-- as long as they're advancing the cause of making middle-class families stronger and giving
ladders of opportunity to the middle class.  That's how we cut taxes for middle-class families and
small businesses.  That's how we cut a trillion dollars of spending that wasn't advancing that
cause.  That's how we signed three trade deals into law that are helping us to double our exports
and sell more American products around the world. 
 

That's how we repealed "don't ask, don't tell."  That's how we ended the war in Iraq, as I
promised.  And that's how we're going to wind down the war in Afghanistan.  That's how we went
after al Qaeda and bin Laden.

 
     So we've seen progress even under Republican control of the House of Representatives.  But,
ultimately, part of being principled, part of being a leader is, A, being able to describe exactly
what it is that you intend to do -- not just saying I'll sit down, you have to have a plan. 
Number two, what's important is occasionally you've got to say no to folks both in your own party
and in the other party. 
 

And, yes, we had some fights between me and the Republicans when they fought back against us
reining in the excesses of Wall Street -- absolutely -- because that was a fight that needed to be
had.  When we were fighting about whether or not we were going to make sure that Americans had
more security with their health insurance and they said no -- yes, that was a fight that we needed
to have.
 
     And so part of leadership and governing is both saying what it is that you are for, but also
being willing to say no to some things.  And I've got to tell you, Governor Romney, when it comes
to his own party during the course of this campaign, has not displayed that willingness to say no
to some of the more extreme parts of his party.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  That brings us to closing statements.  There was a coin toss.  Governor Romney,
you won the toss and you elected to go last.  So you have a closing two minutes, Mr. President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, Jim, I want to thank you.  And I want to thank Governor Romney, because
I think this was a terrific debate and I very much appreciate it.  And I want to thank the
University of Denver. 
 
     Four years ago, we were going through a major crisis.  And, yet, my faith and confidence in
the American future is undiminished.  And the reason is because of its people.  Because of the
woman I met in North Carolina who decided at 55 to go back to school because she wanted to inspire
her daughter, and now has a job from that new training that she's gotten.  Because of a company in
Minnesota who was willing to give up salaries and perks for their executives to make sure that
they didn’t lay off workers during a recession.  The auto workers that you meet in Toledo or
Detroit take such pride in building the best cars in the world, not just because of a paycheck,
but because it gives them that sense of pride that they’re helping to build America.
 
     And so the question now is, how do we build on those strengths?  And everything that I’ve
tried to do, and everything that I’m now proposing for the next four years in terms of improving
our education system or developing American energy, or making sure that we’re closing loopholes
for companies that are shipping jobs overseas and focusing on small businesses and companies that
are creating jobs here in the United States, or closing our deficit in a responsible, balanced way
that allow us to invest in our future -- all those things are designed to make sure that the
American people -- their genius, their grit, their determination is channeled and they have an
opportunity to succeed, and everybody is getting a fair shot and everybody is getting a fair share
-- everybody is doing a fair share and everybody is playing by the same rules.
 
     Four years ago, I said that I’m not a perfect man and I wouldn’t be a perfect President.  And
that’s probably a promise that Governor Romney thinks I’ve kept.  But I also promised that I’d
fight every single day on behalf of the American people and the middle class, and all those who
are striving to get into the middle class.  I’ve kept that promise.  And if you’ll vote for me,
then I promise I’ll fight just as hard in a second term.
 
     MR. LEHRER:  Governor Romney, your two-minute closing.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you, Jim, and Mr. President.  And thank you for tuning in this
evening. 
 

This is an important election, and I’m concerned about America.  I’m concerned about the
direction America has been taking over the last four years.  I know this is bigger than an
election about the two of us as individuals.  It’s bigger than our respective parties.  It’s an
election about the course of America -- what kind of America do you want to have for yourself and
for your children. 
 

And there really are two very different paths that we began speaking about this evening.  And
over the course of this month we’re going to have two more presidential debates and a vice-
presidential debate -- we’ll talk about those paths.  But they lead in very different directions. 
And it’s not just looking to our words that you have to take into evidence of where they go; you
can look at the record. 

 
There’s no question in my mind that if the President were to be reelected you’ll continue to

a see a middle-class squeeze, with incomes going down and prices going up.  I’ll get incomes up
again.  You’ll see chronic unemployment.  We’ve had 43 straight months with unemployment above 8



percent.  If I’m President, I will create -- help create 12 million new jobs in this country with
rising incomes. 

 
If the President is reelected, Obamacare will be fully installed.  In my view, that’s going

to mean a whole different way of life for people who counted on the insurance plan they had in the
past.  Many will lose it.  You’re going to see health premiums go up by some $2,500 per family. 
If I’m elected, we won’t have Obamacare.  We’ll put in place the kind of principles that I put in
my place in my own state, and allow each state to craft their own programs to get people insured,
and we’ll focus on getting the cost of health care down.

 
If the President were to be reelected, you’re going to see a $716 billion cut to Medicare. 

You’ll have 4 million people who will lose Medicare advantage.  You’ll have hospitals and
providers that will no longer accept Medicare patients.  I’ll restore that $716 billion to
Medicare.

 
And finally, military.  If the President is reelected, you’ll see dramatic cuts to our

military.  The Secretary of Defense has said these would be even devastating.  I will not cut our
commitment to our military.  I will keep America strong and get America’s middle class working
again.

 
Thank you, Jim.
 
MR. LEHRER:  Thank you, Governor.  Thank you, Mr. President. 
The next debate will be the vice-presidential event on Thursday, October 11th, at Centre

College in Danville, Kentucky. For now, from the University of Denver, I’m Jim Lehrer.  Thank you
and good night.  (Applause.)

 
                        END           8:33 P.M. MDT
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     MS. CROWLEY:  Good evening from Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York.  I'm Candy Crowley
from CNN State of the Union.
 
     We are here for the second Presidential Debate, a town hall sponsored by the Commission on
Presidential Debates.  The Gallup organization chose 82 uncommitted voters from the New York area.
Their questions will drive the night.  My goal is to give the conversation direction and to ensure
questions get answered.
 
     The questions are known to me and my team only.  Neither the Commission, nor the candidates
have seen them.  I hope to get to as many questions as possible, and because I am the optimistic
sort, I'm sure the candidates will oblige by keeping their answers concise and on point.
 
     Each candidate has as much as two minutes to respond to a common question, and there will be a
two-minute follow-up.  The audience here in the hall has agreed to be polite and attentive  -- no
cheering, no booing, or outbursts of any sort. 
 

We will set aside that agreement just this once to welcome President Barack Obama and Governor
Mitt Romney.  (Applause.)

 
Gentlemen, thank you both for joining us here tonight.  We have a lot of folks who have been

waiting all day to talk to you, so I want to get right to it.
 
Governor Romney, as you know, you won the coin toss, so the first question will go to you. 

And I want to turn to a first-time voter, Jeremy Epstein, who has a question for you.
 
Q    Mr. President, Governor Romney, as a 20-year-old college student, all I hear from

professors, neighbors and others is that when I graduate I'll have little chance to get
employment.  What can you say to reassure me, but more importantly, my parents, that I will be able
to sufficiently support myself after I graduate?

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you, Jeremy.  I appreciate your question.  And thank you for being

here this evening.  And to all of those from Nassau County here that have come, thank you for your
time.  Thank you to Hofstra University and to Candy Crowley for organizing and leading this event.

 
Thank you, Mr. President, also for being part of this debate.
 
Your question is one that's being asked by college kids all over this country.  I was in

Pennsylvania with someone who had just graduated.  This was in Philadelphia -- and she said I've
got my degree, I can't find a job.  I've got three part-time jobs; they’re just barely enough to
pay for my food and pay for an apartment.  I can't begin to pay back my student loans. 

 
So what we have to do is two things.  We have to make sure that we make it easier for kids to

afford college, and also make sure that when they get out of college there’s a job.  When I was
governor of Massachusetts, to get a high school degree you had to pass an exam.  If you graduated
in the top quarter of your class, we gave you a John and Abigail Adams scholarship -- four years
tuition-free to the college of your choice in Massachusetts that's a public institution.

 
I want to make sure we keep our Pell Grant program growing. We're also going to have our loan

program so that people are able to afford school.  But the key thing is to make sure you can get a
job when you get out of school.  And what’s happened over the last four years has been very, very
hard for America’s young people. 

 
I want you to be able to get a job.  I know what it takes to get this economy going.  With

half of college kids graduating this year without a college -- excuse me -- without a job and
without a college-level job, that’s just unacceptable.  And likewise, you got more and more debt on
your back.  So more debt and less jobs.  I'm going to change that.  I know what it takes to create
good jobs again.  I know what it takes to make sure that you have the kind of opportunity you
deserve. 

 
And kids across this country are going to recognize we're bringing back an economy.  It’s not

going to be like the last four years.  The middle class has been crushed over the last four years. 
And jobs have been too scarce.  I know what it takes to bring them back, and I'm going to do that
and make sure when you graduate -- when do you graduate? 

 
Q    2014.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  2014.  When you come out in 2014, I presume I'm going to be president -- I'm

going to make sure you get a job.  Thanks, Jeremy.
 
Q    Thank you.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Yeah, you bet. 
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MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Jeremy, first of all, your future is bright. And the fact that you’re making

an investment in higher education is critical not just to you, but to the entire nation.  Now, the
most important thing we can do is to make sure that we are creating jobs in this country, but not
just jobs -- good-paying jobs, ones that can support a family.

 
And what I want to do is build on the 5 million jobs that we’ve created over the last 30

months in the private sector alone.  And there are a bunch of things that we can do to make sure
your future is bright.
 
     Number one:  I want to build manufacturing jobs in this country again.  When Governor Romney
said we should let Detroit go bankrupt, I said, we’re going to bet on American workers and the
American auto industry, and it’s come surging back.  I want to do that in industries not just in
Detroit but all across the country.  And that means we change our tax code so we’re giving
incentives to companies that are investing here in the United States and creating jobs here.  It
also means we’re helping them and small businesses to export all around the world to new markets.
 
     Number two:  We’ve got to make sure that we have the best education system in the world.  And
the fact that you’re going to college is great, but I want everybody to get a great education. And
we’ve worked hard to make sure that student loans are available for folks like you.  But I also
want to make sure that community colleges are offering slots for workers to get retrained for the
jobs that are there right now, and the jobs of the future.
 
     Number three:  We’ve got to control our own energy.  Not only oil and natural gas, which we’ve
been investing in, but also we’ve got to make sure we’re building the energy sources of the future
-- not just thinking about next year, but 10 years from now, 20 years from now.  That's why we
invest in solar and wind and biofuels, energy-efficient cars.
 

We’ve got to reduce our deficit, but we’ve got to do it in a balanced way -- asking the
wealthy to pay a little bit more along with cuts so that we can invest in education like yours. 
And let’s take the money that we’ve been spending on war over the last decade to rebuild America --
roads, bridges, schools.  We do those things, not only is your future going to be bright, but
America’s future is going to be bright as well.

 
MS. CROWLEY:  Let me ask you for a more immediate answer, beginning with Mr. Romney.  Just

quickly, what can you do?  We’re looking at a situation where 40 percent of the unemployed have
been unemployed for six months or more.  They don't have the two years that Jeremy has.  What about
those long-term unemployed who need a job right now?

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, what you're seeing in this country is 23 million people struggling to

find a job and a lot of them, as you say, Candy, have been out of work for a long, long, long
time.  The President’s policies have been exercised over the last four years and they haven’t put
Americans back to work.  We have fewer people working today than we had when the President took
office.  If the -- the unemployment rate was 7.8 percent when he took office; it’s 7.8 percent
now.  But if you calculated that unemployment rate taking back the people who dropped out of the
workforce, it would be 10.7 percent. 

 
We have not made the progress we need to make to put people back to work.  That's why I put

out a five-point plan that gets America 12 million new jobs in four years and rising take-home
pay.  It’s going to help Jeremy get a job when he comes out of school.  It’s going to help people
across the country that are unemployed right now. 

 
And one thing that the President said, which I want to make sure that we understand -- he said

that I said we should take Detroit bankrupt.  And that's right.  My plan was to have the company go
through bankruptcy like 7-Eleven did and Macy's and Continental Airlines, and come out stronger. 
And I know he keeps saying, you wanted to take Detroit bankrupt.  Well, the President took Detroit
bankrupt.  You took General Motors bankrupt.  You took Chrysler bankrupt.  So when you say that I
wanted to take the auto industry bankrupt, you actually did. 

 
And I think it's important to know that was a process that was necessary to get those

companies back on their feet so they could start hiring more people.  That was precisely what I
recommended and ultimately what happened.

 
MS. CROWLEY:  Let me give the President a chance.  Go ahead.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Candy, what Governor Romney said just isn't true.  He wanted to take them into

bankruptcy without providing them any way to stay open, and we would have lost a million jobs. And
don't take my word for it.  Take the executives at GM and Chrysler, some of whom are Republicans,
may even support Governor Romney, but they'll tell you his prescription wasn't going to work.

 
And Governor Romney says he's got a five-point plan.  Governor Romney doesn't have a five-

point plan; he has a one-point plan.  And that plan is to make sure that folks at the top play by
a different set of rules.  That's been his philosophy in the private sector.  That's been his
philosophy as governor.  That's been his philosophy as a presidential candidate.  You can make a
lot of money and pay lower tax rates than somebody who makes a lot less.  You can ship jobs
overseas and get tax breaks for it.  You can invest in a company, bankrupt it, lay off the workers,
strip away their pensions and you still make money. 

 
That's exactly the philosophy that we've seen in place for the last decade.  That's what's

been squeezing middle-class families.  And we have fought back for four years to get out of that
mess.  The last thing we need to do is to go back to the very same policies that got us there. 

 
MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, the next question is going to be for you here.  And Mr. Romney --

Governor Romney, they'll be plenty of chances here to go on, but I want to --
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  That Detroit answer --
 
MS. CROWLEY:  -- we have all these folks -- I will let you absolutely --
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- and the rest of the answer, way off the mark.
 
MS. CROWLEY:  Okay.  You certainly will have lots of time here coming up, because I want to

move you on to something that's sort of connected to cars here and go over -- and we want to get a
question from Phillip DiCola (ph). 



 
Q    Your Energy Secretary, Steven Chu, has now been on record three times stating it's not

policy of his department to help lower gas prices.  Do you agree with Secretary Chu that this is
not the job of the Energy Department?

 
THE PRESIDENT:  The most important thing we can do is to make sure we control our own energy. 

So here's what I've done since I've been President.  We have increased oil production to the
highest levels in 16 years.  Natural gas production is the highest it's been in decades.  We have
seen increases in coal production and coal employment. 

 
But what I've also said is we can't just produce traditional sources of energy.  We've also

got to look to the future.  That's why we doubled fuel-efficiency standards on cars.  That means
that in the middle of the next decade, any car you buy you're going to end up going twice as far on
a gallon of gas.  That's why we've doubled clean energy production like wind and solar and
biofuels.

 
And all these things have contributed to us lowering our oil imports to the lowest levels in

16 years.  Now, I want to build on that.  And that means, yes, we still continue to open up new
areas for drilling.  We continue to make it a priority for us to go after natural gas.  We've got
potentially 600,000 jobs and a hundred years' worth of energy right beneath our feet with natural
gas.  And we can do it in an environmentally sound way.

 
But we've also got to continue to figure out how we have efficient energy, because ultimately

that's how we're going to reduce demand and that's what's going to keep gas prices lower. 
 
Now, Governor Romney will say he's got an all-of-the-above plan.  But basically, his plan is

to let the oil companies write the energy policies.  So he's got the oil and gas part, but he
doesn't have the clean energy part. 

 
And if we’re only thinking about tomorrow or the next day, and not thinking about 10 years

from now, we're not going to control our own economic future.  Because China, Germany -- they're
making these investments.  And I'm not going to cede those jobs of the future to those countries. 
I expect those new energy sources to be built right here in the United States.  That's going to
help Jeremy get a job.  It's also going to make sure that you're not paying as much for gas.

 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Governor, on the subject of gas prices?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, let's look at the President's policies, all right, as opposed to the
rhetoric, because we've had four years of policies being played out.  And the President is right in
terms of the additional oil production, but none of it came on federal land. 
 

As a matter of fact, oil production is down 14 percent this year on federal land, and gas
production is down 9 percent.  Why? Because the President cut in half the number of licenses and
permits for drilling on federal lands and in federal waters.  So where did the increase come from? 
Well, a lot of it came from the Bakken Range in North Dakota.  What was his participation there? 
The America brought a criminal action against the people drilling up there for oil -- this massive
new resource we have.  And what was the cause?  Twenty or 25 birds were killed and they brought out
a migratory bird act to go after them on a criminal basis.

 
Look, I want to make sure we use our oil, our coal, our gas, our nuclear, our renewables.  I

believe very much in our renewable capabilities -- ethanol, wind, solar -- would be an important
part of our energy mix.  But what we don't need is to have the President keeping us from taking
advantage of oil, coal and gas.  This has not been Mr. Oil or Mr. Gas or Mr. Coal.  Talk to the
people that are working in those industries. 

 
I was in coal country.  People grabbed my arms and say, please save my job.  The head of the

EPA said you can't build a coal plant, it’s virtually impossible given our regulations.  When the
President ran for office, he said, if you build a coal plant you can go ahead, but you’ll go
bankrupt.  That's not the right course for America.  Let’s take advantage of the energy resources
we have as well as the energy sources for the future.  And if we do that, if we do what I'm
planning on doing, which is getting us energy-independent -- North America energy independence
within eight years -- you’re going to see manufacturing jobs come back, because our energy is low-
cost.  They’re already beginning to come back, because of our abundant energy.

 
I'll get America and North America energy independent.  I'll do it by more drilling, more

permits and licenses.  We're going to bring that pipeline in from Canada.  How in the world the
President said no to that pipeline I will never know.  This is about bringing good jobs back for
the middle class of America and that's what I'm going to do.

 
MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, let me just see if I can move you to the gist of this question,

which is are we looking at the new normal?  I can tell you that tomorrow morning a lot of people in
Hempstead will wake up and fill up and they will find that the price of gas is over $4 a gallon. 
Is it within the purview of the government to bring those prices down, or are we looking at the new
normal?

 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Candy, there’s no doubt that world demand has gone up.  But our production is
going up.  And we're using oil more efficiently.  And very little of what Governor Romney just said
is true.
 
     We've opened up public lands.  We're actually drilling more on public lands than in the
previous administration -- and the previous President was an oil man.  And natural gas isn't just
appearing magically -- we're encouraging it and working with the industry.
 
     And when I hear Governor Romney say he’s a big coal guy -- and keep in mind, when -- Governor,
when you were governor of Massachusetts, you stood in front of a coal plant and pointed at it and
said, “This plant kills” -- and took great pride in shutting it down.  And now suddenly you’re a
big champion of coal.
 
     So what I've tried to do is be consistent.  With respect to something like coal, we made the
largest investment in clean-coal technology to make sure that even as we're producing more coal,
we're producing it cleaner and smarter.  Same thing with oil.  Same thing with natural gas.
 
     And the proof is our oil imports are down to the lowest levels in 20 years.  Oil production is
up; natural gas production is up; and most importantly, we're also starting to build cars that are
more efficient.  And that's creating jobs.  That means those cars can be exported because that's
the demand around the world, and it also means that it will save money in your pocketbook.  That's



the strategy you need, an all-of-the-above strategy, and that's what we're going to do in the next
four years.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  But that's not what you’ve done in the last four years.  That's the
problem.  In the last four years you cut permits and licenses on federal land and federal waters in
half. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Not true, Governor Romney.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  So how much did you cut it by --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Not true.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  By how much did you cut them by then?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor, we have actually produced more oil --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  No, no, how much did you cut licenses and permits on federal land and
federal waters?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor Romney, here’s what we did:  There were a whole bunch of oil
companies --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  No, I had a question, and the question was how much did you cut them by? 
How much did you cut them by?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  You want me to answer a question, I'm happy to answer the question.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  All right, and it is?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Here’s what happened:  You had a whole bunch of oil companies who had leases
on public lands that they weren’t using.  So what we said was, you can’t just sit on this for 10,
20, 30 years, decide when you want to drill, when you want to produce, when it’s most profitable
for you.  These are public lands, so if you want to drill on public lands, you use it or you lose
it.  And so what we did was take away those leases, and we are now re-letting them so that we can
actually make a profit.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And production on private -- on government lands is down.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And production is up.  No it isn’t.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Production on government land of oil is down 14 percent --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- and production of gas is down 9 percent. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  -- what you’re saying is just not true.  It’s just not true.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  It’s absolutely true.  Look, there’s no question but that the people
recognize that we have not produced more oil and gas --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I’ll give you your time.  Go ahead.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- on federal lands and in federal waters. And coal -- coal production is
not up; coal jobs are not up.  I was just at a coal facility where some 1,200 people lost their
jobs. 
 

The right course for America is to have a true all-of-the-above policy.  I don’t think anyone
really believes that you’re a person who’s going to be pushing for oil and gas and coal.  You’ll
get your chance in a moment.  I’m still speaking.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, Governor, if you --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And the answer is, I don’t believe people think that’s the case because I --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  -- if you’re asking me a question, I’m going to answer it.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  It wasn’t a question.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Okay.  All right.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  That was a statement.  I don’t think the American people believe that.  I
will fight for oil, coal and natural gas.  And the proof of whether a strategy is working or not is
what the price is that you’re paying at the pump.  If you’re paying less than you paid a year or
two ago, why, then, the strategy is working.  But you’re paying more.
 
     When the President took office, the price of gasoline here in Nassau County was about a buck-
eighty-six a gallon.  Now it’s four bucks a gallon.  The price of electricity is up.  If the
President’s energy policies are working, you’re going to see the cost of energy come down. 
 

I will fight to create more energy in this country to get America energy secure, and part of
that is bringing in a pipeline of oil from Canada, taking advantage of the oil and coal we have
here; drilling offshore in Alaska; drilling offshore in Virginia, where the people want it.  Those
things will get us the energy we need.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, could you address -- because we did finally get to gas prices
here -- could you address what the Governor said, which is if your energy policy was working, the
price of gasoline would not be $4 a gallon here.  Is that true?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, think about what the Governor just said.  He said, when I took office
the price of gasoline was $1.80, $1.86.  Why is that?  Because the economy was on the verge of
collapse.  Because we were about to go through the worst recession since the Great Depression, as a
consequence of some of the same policies that Governor Romney is now promoting. 
 

So it’s conceivable that Governor Romney could bring down gas prices, because with his



policies we might be back in that same mess. 
 
What I want to do is to create an economy that is strong and at the same time produce energy. 

And with respect to this pipeline that Governor Romney keeps on talking about -- we've built enough
pipeline to wrap around the entire Earth once.  So I’m all for pipelines.  I’m all for oil
production.  What I’m not for is us ignoring the other half of the equation. 

 
So, for example, on wind energy, when Governor Romney says these are imaginary jobs, when

you’ve got thousands of people right now in Iowa, right now in Colorado, who are working, creating
wind power with good-paying manufacturing jobs, and the Republican Senator in Iowa is all for it,
providing tax credits to help this work.  And Governor Romney says, I’m opposed; I’d get rid of
it. 

 
That’s not an energy strategy for the future.  And we need to win that future.  And I intend

to win it as President of the United States.
 
MS. CROWLEY:  I’ve got to move you along.  And the next question is for you.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  No, he got the first -- he actually got the first question, so I get the

last question -- last answer on that one. 
 
MS. CROWLEY:  Actually in the follow-up it doesn’t quite work like that.  But I’m going to

give you a chance here.  I promise you, I’m going to.  And the next question is for you, so if you
want to continue on.  But I don’t want to leave all these guys sitting here.

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Candy, I don’t have a policy of stopping wind jobs in Iowa.  And they’re not

phantom jobs, they’re real jobs.  I appreciate wind jobs in Iowa and across our country.  I
appreciate the jobs in coal and oil and gas. 

 
MS. CROWLEY:  Okay, thank you --
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’m going to make sure that taking advantage of our energy resources will

bring back manufacturing to America.  We’re going to get through a very aggressive energy policy --
3.5 million more jobs in this country.  It’s critical to our future.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Candy, it’s okay, I’m used to being interrupted.
 
MS. CROWLEY:  We’re going to move you along to taxes.  All right, we’re going to move you both

along to taxes over here and all these folks that have been waiting.  Governor, this question is
for you.  It comes from Mary Polano (ph). 

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Hi, Mary.
 
Q    Governor Romney, you have stated that if you’re elected President you would plan to

reduce the tax rates for all the tax brackets, and that you would work with the Congress to
eliminate some deductions in order to make up for the loss in revenue.  Concerning these various
deductions -- the mortgage deduction, the charitable deductions, the Child Tax Credit, and also the
-- oh, what’s that other credit?  (Laughter.) 

 
THE PRESIDENT:  You’re doing great.
 
Q    Oh, I remember -- the education credits, which are important to me because I have

children in college.  What would be your position on those things, which are important to the
middle class?

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you very much.  And let me tell you, you’re absolutely right about

part of that, which is I want to bring the rates down.  I want to simplify the tax code, and I
want to get middle-income taxpayers to have lower taxes.  And the reason I want middle-income
taxpayers to have lower taxes is because middle-income taxpayers have been buried over the past
four years. 

 
You’ve seen as middle-income people in this country -- incomes go down $4,300 a family, even

as gasoline prices have gone up $2,000.  Health insurance premiums up $2,500.  Food prices up. 
Utility prices up.  The middle-income families in America have been crushed over the last four
years, so I want to get some relief to middle-income families.  That's part one.
 
     Now, how about deductions?  Because I’m going to bring rates down across the board for
everybody, but I’m going to limit deductions and exemptions and credits, particularly for people at
the high end, because I am not going to have people at the high end pay less than they're paying
now.
 
     The top 5 percent of taxpayers will continue to pay 60 percent of the income tax the nation
collects.  So that will stay the same. 
 

Middle-income people are going to get a tax break.  And so in terms of bringing down
deductions, one way of doing that would be to say everybody gets -- I’ll pick a number -- $25,000
of deductions and credits, and you can decide which ones to use.  Your home mortgage interest
deduction, charity, child tax credit and so forth, you can use those as part of fill in that
bucket, if you will, of deductions.  But your rate comes down, and the burden also comes down on
you for one more reason, and that is every middle-income taxpayer no longer will pay any tax on
interest, dividends, or capital gains; no tax on your savings. 

 
That makes life a lot easier.  If you’re getting interest from a bank, if you’re getting a

statement from a mutual fund, or any other kind of investments you have, you don't have to worry
about filing taxes on that because there will be no taxes for anybody making $200,000 a year and
less on your interest, dividends and capital gains.
 
     Why am I lowering taxes on the middle class?  Because under the last four years, they’ve been
buried, and I want to help people in the middle class.  And I will not -- I will not under any
circumstances reduce the share that's being paid by the highest income taxpayers.  And I will not
under any circumstances increase taxes on the middle class. 
 

The President’s spending, the President’s borrowing will cause this nation to have to raise
taxes on the American people, not just at the high end.  A recent study has shown that people in
the middle class will see $4,000 a year higher taxes as a result of the spending and borrowing of
this administration.  I will not let that happen.  I’ll get us on track to a balanced budget, and



I’m going to reduce the tax burden on middle-income families.  And what’s that going to do?  It’s
going to help those families, and it’s going to create incentives to start growing jobs again in
this country.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Thanks, Governor.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  My philosophy on taxes has been simple, and that is I want to give middle-
class families and folks who are striving to get into the middle class some relief -- because they
have been hit hard, over the last decade, over the last 15, over the last 20 years.
 

So four years ago, I stood on a stage just like this one -- actually, it was a town hall --
and I said, I would cut taxes for middle-class families, and that's what I've done -- by $3,600.  I
said I would cut taxes for small businesses -- who are the drivers and engines of growth -- and
we've cut them 18 times.  And I want to continue those tax cuts for middle-class families and for
small businesses.
 
     But what I've also said is if we're serious about reducing the deficit, if this is genuinely a
moral obligation to the next generation, then in addition to some tough spending cuts, we've also
got to make sure that the wealthy do a little bit more. 
 

So what I've said is your first $250,000 worth of income, no change. And that means 98 percent
of American families, 97 percent of small businesses, they will not see a tax increase.  I'm ready
to sign that bill right now.  The only reason it's not happening is because Governor Romney's
allies in Congress have held the 98 percent hostage, because they want tax breaks for the top 2
percent.  
 
     But what I've also said is for above $250,000, we can go back to the tax rates we had when
Bill Clinton was President.  We created 23 million new jobs.  That's part of what took us from
deficits to surplus.  It will be good for our economy and it will be good for job creation. 
 
     Now, Governor Romney has a different philosophy.  He was on "60 Minutes" just two weeks ago
and he was asked, is it fair for somebody like you making $20 million a year to pay a lower tax
rate than a nurse or bus driver, somebody making $50,000 a year. And he said, yes, I think that's
fair.  Not only that, he said, I think that's what grows the economy. 
 
     Well, I fundamentally disagree with that.  I think what grows the economy is when you get that
tax credit that we put in place for your kids going to college.  I think that grows the economy.  I
think what grows the economy is when we make sure small businesses are getting a tax credit for
hiring veterans who fought for our country.  That grows our economy.
 
     So we just have a different theory.  And when Governor Romney stands here, after a year of
campaigning when during a Republican primary, he stood on stage and said, I'm going to give tax
cuts -- he didn't say tax rate cuts, he said tax cuts -- to everybody including the top 1 percent,
you should believe him, because that's been his history.  And that's exactly the kind of top-down
economics that is not going to work if we want a strong middle class and an economy that's thriving
for everybody. 
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Governor Romney, I'm sure you've got a reply there.  (Laughter.) 
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  You're absolutely right.  You heard what I said about my tax plan.  The top
5 percent will continue to pay 60 percent, as they do today.  I'm not looking to cut taxes for
wealthy people.  I am looking to cut taxes for middle-income people. 
 
     And why do I want to bring rates down and at the same time lower exemptions and deductions,
particularly for people at the high end?  Because if you bring rates down, it makes it easier for
small business to keep more of their capital and hire people. And for me, this is about jobs.  I
want to get America's economy going again.  Fifty-four percent of America's workers work in
businesses that are taxed as individuals.  So when you bring those rates down, those small
businesses are able to keep more money and hire more people.
 
     For me, I look at what's happened in the last four years and say this has been a
disappointment.  We can do better than this. We don't have to settle for how many months -- 43
months with unemployment above 8 percent, 23 million Americans struggling to find a good job right
now.  There are 3.5 million more women living in poverty today than when the President took
office.  We don’t have to live like this. 
 

We can get this economy going again.  My five-point plan does it.  Energy independence for
North America in five years; opening up more trade, particularly in Latin America; cracking down on
China when they cheat; getting us to a balanced budget; fixing our training programs for our
workers; and, finally, championing small business. 

 
I want to help small businesses grow and thrive.  I know how to make that happen.  I spent my

life in the private sector.  I know why jobs come and why they go.  And they're going now because
of the policies of this administration.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Governor, let me ask the President something about what you just said.  The
Governor says that he is not going to allow the top 5 percent -- I believe is what he said -- to
have a tax cut, that it will all even out, that what he wants to do is give that tax cut to the
middle class.  Settled?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  No, it's not settled.  Look, the cost of lowering rates for everybody across
the board 20 percent, along with what he also wants to do in terms of eliminating the estate tax,
along with what he wants to do in terms of corporate changes in the tax code, it costs about $5
trillion. 
 

Governor Romney then also wants to spend $2 trillion on additional military programs, even
though the military is not asking for them.  That's $7 trillion.  He also wants to continue the
Bush tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans.  That's another trillion dollars.  That's $8 trillion. 
 
     Now, what he says is he's going to make sure that this doesn't add to the deficit and he's
going to cut middle-class taxes.  But when he's asked how are you going to do it, which deductions,
which loopholes are you going to close, he can't tell you.  The fact that he only has to pay 14
percent on his taxes when a lot of you are paying much higher, he's already taken that off the
board.  Capital gains are going to continue to be at a low rate, so we're not going to get money
that way. 
 



     We haven't heard from the Governor any specifics beyond Big Bird and eliminating funding for
Planned Parenthood in terms of how he pays for that.
 
     Now, Governor Romney was a very successful investor.  If somebody came to you, Governor, with
a plan that said, here, I want to spend $7 or $8 trillion and then we’re going to pay for it, but
we can’t tell you until maybe after the election how we’re going to do it, you wouldn’t have taken
such a sketchy deal. 
 

And neither should you, the American people, because the math doesn’t add up.  And what’s at
stake here is one of two things.  Either, Candy, this blows up the deficit -- because keep in mind,
this is just to pay for the additional spending that he’s talking about -- $7-$8 trillion -- that’s
before we even get to the deficit we already have.
 
     Or, alternatively, it’s got to be paid for not only by closing deductions for wealthy
individuals -- that will pay for about 4 percent reduction in tax rates -- you’re going to be
paying for it.  You’ll lose some deductions.  And you can’t buy this sales pitch.  Nobody who’s
looked at it that’s serious actually believes it adds up.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, let me get the Governor in on this.  And, Governor, let’s, before
we get into a vast array of who says -- what study says what, if it shouldn’t add up, if somehow
when you get in there, there isn’t enough tax revenue coming in, if somehow the numbers don’t add
up, would you be willing to look again at a 20 percent --
 
     MR. ROMNEY:  Well, of course they add up.  I was someone who ran businesses for 25 years and
balanced the budget.  I ran the Olympics and balanced the budget.  I ran the state of a
Massachusetts as a governor, to the extent any governor does, and balanced the budget all four
years.
 
     When we’re talking about math that doesn’t add up, how about $4 trillion of deficits over the
last four years -- $5 trillion? That’s math that doesn’t add up.  We have a President talking about
someone’s plan in a way that’s completely foreign to what my real plan is. 
 

And then we have his own record, which is we have four consecutive years where he said, when
he was running for office, he would cut the deficit in half.  Instead, he’s doubled it.  We’ve gone
from $10 trillion of national debt to $16 trillion of national debt.  If the President were
reelected, we’d go to almost $20 trillion of national debt.  This puts us on a road to Greece.

 
I know what it takes to balance budgets.  I’ve done it my entire life.  So for instance, when

he says, yours is a $5 trillion cut -- well, no, it’s not, because I’m offsetting some of the
reductions, withholding down some of the deductions and I --

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Candy --
 
MS. CROWLEY:  Governor, I’ve got to --
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’m sorry --
 
MS. CROWLEY:  Actually, I need to have you both hang -- I understand the stakes here.  I

understand both of you, but I will get run out of town if I don’t allow --
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And I just described to you, Mr. President, I just described to you

precisely how I’d do it --
 
MS. CROWLEY:   You will get --
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- which is with a single number that people can put -- and they can put

their deductions and credits into that bucket.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Are we keeping track of --
 
MS. CROWLEY:  Let me -- Mr. President, we’re keeping track, I promise you.  And, Mr.

President, the next question is for you --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Great, looking forward to it.
 
MS. CROWLEY:  -- so stay standing.  And it’s Catherine Fenton who has a question for you.
 
Q    In what new ways do you intend to rectify the inequalities in the workplace, specifically

regarding females making only 72 percent of what their male counterparts earn?
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, Catherine, this is a great question.  And I was raised by a single mom

who had to put herself through school while looking after two kids.  And she worked hard every day
and made a lot of sacrifices to make sure we got everything we needed.

 
My grandmother, she started off as a secretary in a bank.  She never got a college education

even though she was smart as a whip.  And she worked her way up to become a vice president at a
local bank, but she hit the glass ceiling.  She trained people who would end up becoming her bosses
during the course of her career.  She didn't complain.  That's not what you did in that
generation. 

 
And this is one of the reasons why one of the first -- the first bill I signed was something

called the Lilly Ledbetter bill, and it was named after this amazing woman who had been doing the
same job as a man for years, found out that she was getting paid less, and the Supreme Court said
that she couldn’t bring suit because she should have found out about it earlier, where she had no
way of finding out about it.  So we fixed that. 

And that's an example of the kind of advocacy that we need, because women are increasingly the
breadwinners in the family.  This is not just a women’s issue.  This is a family issue; this is a
middle-class issue.  And that's why we’ve got to fight for it. 
 
     It also means that we’ve got to make sure that young people like yourself are able to afford a
college education.  Earlier, Governor Romney talked about he wants to make Pell grants and other
education accessible for young people.  Well, the truth of the matter is, is that that's exactly
what we’ve done.  We’ve expanded Pell grants for millions of people, including millions of young
women all across the country.  We did it by taking $60 billion that was going to banks and lenders
as middlemen for the student loan program, and we said let’s just cut out the middle man.  Let’s
give the money directly to students.  And as a consequence, we’ve seen millions of young people be



able to afford college, and that's going to make sure that young women are going to be able to
compete in that marketplace. 
 
     But we’ve got to enforce the laws, which is what we are doing.  And we’ve also got to make
sure that in every walk of life, we do not tolerate discrimination.  That's been one of the
hallmarks of my administration.  I’m going to continue to push on this issue for the next four
years.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Governor Romney, pay equity for women.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you, an important topic, and one which I learned a great deal about,
particularly as I was serving as governor of my state, because I had the chance to pull together a
cabinet, and all the applicants seemed to be men.  And I went to my staff and I said, how come all
the people for these jobs are all men?  They said, well, these are the people that have the
qualifications.  And I said, well, gosh, can’t we find some women that are also qualified?  And so
we took a concerted effort to go out and find women who had backgrounds that could be qualified to
become members of our cabinet.  I went to a number of women’s groups and said, can you help us find
folks?  And they brought us whole binders full of women.
 
     I was proud of the fact that after I staffed my cabinet and my senior staff, that the
University of New York in Albany did a survey of all 50 states and concluded that mine had more
women in senior leadership positions than any other state in America. 
 
     Now, one of the reasons I was able to get so many good women to be part of that team was
because of our recruiting effort, but number two, because I recognize that if you’re going to have
women in the workforce that sometimes they need to be more flexible.  My chief of staff, for
instance, had two kids that were still in school.  She said, I can’t be here until 7:00 p.m. or
8:00 p.m. at night; I need to be able to get home at 5:00 p.m. so I can be there for making dinner
for my kids and being with them when they get home from school.  So we said, fine, let’s have a
flexible schedule so you can have hours that work for you.
 
     We’re going to have to have employers in the new economy, in the economy I’m going to bring to
play, that are going to be so anxious to get good workers, they’re going to be anxious to hire
women.
 
     In the last four years, women have lost 580,000 jobs.  That's the net of what's happened in
the last four years.  We’re still down 580,000 jobs.  I mentioned 3.5 million women more now in
poverty than four years ago. 
 

What we can do to help young women and women of all ages is to have a strong economy, so
strong that employers are looking to find good employees and bringing them into their workforce,
and adapting to a flexible work schedule that gives women the opportunities that they would
otherwise not be able to afford.
 
     This is what I’ve done.  It’s what I look forward to doing. And I know what it takes to make
an economy work.  And I know what a working economy looks like.  And an economy with 7.8 percent
unemployment is not a real strong economy.  An economy that has 23 million people looking for work
is not a strong economy.  An economy with 50 percent of kids graduating from college that can’t
find a job, or a college-level job -- that's not what we have to have.  I’m going to help women in
America get good work by getting a stronger economy and by supporting women in the workforce. 
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, why don't you get in on this quickly, please?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Catherine, I just want to point out that when Governor Romney’s campaign was
asked about the Lilly Ledbetter bill, whether he supported it, he said, I’ll get back to you.  And
that's not the kind of advocacy that women need in any economy. 
 
     Now, there are some other issues that have a bearing on how women succeed in the workplace --
for example, their health care. A major difference in this campaign is that Governor Romney feels
comfortable having politicians in Washington decide the health care choices that women are making. 
I think that's a mistake. 
 

In my health care bill, I said insurance companies need to provide contraceptive coverage to
everybody who’s insured, because this is not just a health issue, it’s an economic issue for
women.  It makes a difference.  This is money out of that family’s pocket. 
 
     Governor Romney not only opposed it, he suggested that in fact employers should be able to
make the decision as to whether or not a woman gets contraception through her insurance coverage.
That's not the kind of advocacy that women need.
 
     When Governor Romney says that we should eliminate funding for Planned Parenthood, there are
millions of women all across the country who rely on Planned Parenthood for not just contraceptive
care; they rely on it for mammograms, for cervical cancer screenings.  That's a pocketbook issue
for women and families all across the country, and it makes a difference in terms of how well and
effectively women are able to work. 
 
     When we talk about child care and the credits that we’re providing, that makes a difference in
terms of whether they can go out there and earn a living for their family.
 
     These are not just women’s issues.  These are family issues. These are economic issues.  And
one of the things that makes us grow as an economy is when everybody participates, and women are
getting the same, fair deal as men are.  And I’ve got two daughters and I want to make sure that
they have the same opportunities that anybody’s sons have.  And that's a part of what I’m fighting
for as President of the United States.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  I want to move us along here to Susan Katz (ph) who has a question.  And,
Governor, it’s for you. 
 
     Q    Governor Romney, I am an undecided voter because I’m disappointed with the lack of
progress I’ve seen in the last four years.  However, I do attribute much of America’s economic and
international problems to the failings and missteps of the Bush administration.  Since both you and
President Bush are Republicans, I fear a return to the policies of those years should you win this
election.  What is the biggest difference between you and George W. Bush? And how do you
differentiate yourself from George W. Bush?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you.  And I appreciate that question.  I just want to make sure that -



- I think I was supposed to get that last answer, but I want to point out that I don't believe --
 

THE PRESIDENT:  I don't think so, Candy.  I want to make sure your timekeepers are working
here.

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  The time --
 
MS. CROWLEY:  The timekeepers are all working. 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  All right.
 
MS. CROWLEY:  And let me tell you that the last part, it’s for the two of you to talk to one

another, and it isn’t quite as ordered as you think.  But go ahead and use this two minutes any way
you’d like to, the question is on the floor.

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’d just note that I don't believe that bureaucrats in Washington should

tell someone whether they can use contraceptives or not, and I don't believe employers should tell
someone whether they could have contraceptive care or not.  Every woman in America should have
access to contraceptives.  And the President’s statement of my policy is completely and totally
wrong.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Governor, that's not true.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Let me come back and answer your question. President Bush and I are

different people, and these are different times.  And that's why my five-point plan is so different
than what he would have done. 

 
For instance, we can now by virtue of new technology actually get all the energy we need in

North America without having to go to the Arabs or the Venezuelans or anyone else.  That wasn’t
true in his time.  That's why my policy starts with a very robust policy to get all that energy in
North America, become energy secure.

 
Number two, trade:  I’ll crack down on China.  President Bush didn't.  I’m also going to

dramatically expand trade in Latin America.  It’s been growing about 12 percent per year over a
long period of time.  I want to add more free trade agreements so we’ll have more trade.

 
Number three, I’m going to get us to a balanced budget.  President Bush didn't.  President

Obama was right -- he said that that was outrageous to have deficits as high as half a trillion
dollars under the Bush years.  He was right.  But then he put in place deficits twice that size for
every one of his four years, and his forecast for the next four years is more deficits almost that
large.  So that's the next way I’m different than President Bush.

 
And then let’s take the last one, championing small business.  Our party has been focused on

big business too long.  I came through small business.  I understand how hard it is to start a
small business.  That's why everything I’ll do is designed to help small businesses grow and add
jobs.  I want to keep their taxes down on small business.  I want regulators to see their job as
encouraging small enterprise, not crushing it. 

 
And the thing I find most troubling about Obamacare -- well, it’s a long list -- but one of

the things I find most troubling is that when you go out and talk to small businesses and ask them
what they think about it, they tell you it keeps them from hiring more people. 

 
My priority is jobs.  I know how to make that happen.  And President Bush had a very different

path for a very different time.  My path is designed in getting small businesses to grow and hire
people.

 
MS. CROWLEY:  Thanks, Governor. 
 
Mr. President.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, first of all, I think it’s important to tell you that we did come in

during some tough times.  We were losing 800,000 jobs a month when I started.  But we have been
digging our way out of policies that were misplaced and focused on the top doing very well and
middle-class folks not doing well. And we’ve seen 30 consecutive -- 31 consecutive months of job
growth, 5.2 million new jobs created.  And the plans that I talked about will create even more.
 
     But when Governor Romney says that he has a very different economic plan, the centerpiece of
his economic plan are tax cuts. That’s what took us from surplus to deficit.  When he talks about
getting tough on China, keep in mind that Governor Romney invested in companies that were pioneers
of outsourcing to China, and is currently investing in countries -- in companies that are building
surveillance equipment for China to spy on its own folks. 
 

Governor, you’re the last person who is going to get tough on China.
 
     And what we’ve done when it comes to trade is not only sign three trade deals to open up new
markets, but we’ve also set up a task force for trade that goes after anybody who is taking
advantage of American workers or businesses, and not creating a level playing field.  We’ve brought
twice as many cases against unfair trading practices than the previous administration and we’ve won
every single one that’s been decided.
 
     When I said that we had to make sure that China was not flooding our domestic market with
cheap tires, Governor Romney said I was being protectionist, that it wouldn’t be helpful to
American workers.  Well, in fact, we saved a thousand jobs.  And that’s the kind of tough trade
actions that are required. 
 
     But the last point I want to make is this:  There are some things where Governor Romney is
different from George Bush.  George Bush didn’t propose turning Medicare into a voucher.  George
Bush embraced comprehensive immigration reform; he didn’t call for self-deportation.  George Bush
never suggested that we eliminate funding for Planned Parenthood. 
 

So there are differences between Governor Romney and George Bush, but they’re not on economic
policy.  In some ways, he’s gone to a more extreme place when it comes to social policy.  And I
think that’s a mistake.  That’s not how we’re going to move our economy forward.

 
MS. CROWLEY:  I want to move you both along to the next question because it’s in the same

wheelhouse so you will be able to respond.  But the President does get this question.  I want to



call on Michael Jones.
 

     Q    Mr. President, I voted for you in 2008.  What have you done or accomplished to earn my
vote in 2012?  I’m not that optimistic as I was in 2012.  Most things I need for everyday living
are very expensive.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, we’ve gone through a tough four years, there’s no doubt about it.  But
four years ago, I told the American people and I told you I would cut taxes for middle-class
families, and I did.  I told you I’d cut taxes for small businesses, and I have.  I said that I’d
end the war in Iraq, and I did.  I said we’d refocus attention on those who actually attacked us on
9/11, and we have gone after al Qaeda’s leadership like never before and Osama bin Laden is dead. 
 

I said that we would put in place health care reform to make sure that insurance companies
can't jerk you around, and if you don't have health insurance, that you'd have a chance to get
affordable insurance -- and I have. 

 
I committed that I would rein in the excesses of Wall Street, and we passed the toughest Wall

Street reforms since the 1930s. 
 
We've created 5 million jobs -- gone from 800,000 jobs a month being lost -- and we are making

progress.  We saved an auto industry that was on the brink of collapse.
 
Now, does that mean you're not struggling?  Absolutely not. A lot of us are.  And that's why

the plan that I've put forward for manufacturing, and education, and reducing our deficit in a
sensible way, using the savings from ending wars to rebuild America and putting people back to
work, making sure that we are controlling our own energy, but not just the energy of today, but
also the energy of the future -- all those things will make a difference.

 
So the point is the commitments I've made I've kept.  And those that I haven't been able to

keep, it's not for lack of trying and we're going to get it done in a second term.  But you should
pay attention to this campaign, because Governor Romney has made some commitments as well, and I
suspect he'll keep those, too.  When members of the Republican Congress say, we're going to sign a
no-tax pledge so that we don’t ask a dime from millionaires and billionaires to reduce our deficit
so we can still invest in education and helping kids go to college, he said, me, too. 

 
When they said, we're going to cut Planned Parenthood funding, he said, me, too.  When they

said, we're going to repeal Obamacare -- the first thing I'm going to do, despite the fact that
it's the same health care plan that he passed in Massachusetts and is working well -- he said, me
too. 

 
That is not the kind of leadership that you need, but you should expect that those are

promises he's going to keep. 
 
MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, let me let --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And the choice in this election is going to be whose promises are going to be

more likely to help you in your life, make sure your kids can go to college, make sure that you are
getting a good-paying job, making sure that Medicare and Social Security will be there for you.

 
MS. CROWLEY:  Thank you. 
 
Governor.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I think you know better.  I think you know that these last four years

haven't been so good as the President just described, and that you don't feel like you're confident
that the next four years are going to be much better either.  I can tell you that if you were to
elect President Obama, you know what you're going to get.  You're going to get a repeat of the last
four years.  We just can't afford four more years like the last four years. 

 
He said that by now we'd have unemployment at 5.4 percent.  The difference between where it is

and 5.4 percent is 9 million Americans without work.  I wasn't the one that said 5.4 percent. This
was the President's plan -- didn't get there. 

 
He said he would have by now put forward a plan to reform Medicare and Social Security,

because he pointed out they're on the road to bankruptcy.  He would reform them.  He'd get that
done.  He hasn't even made a proposal on either one.  He said in his first year he’d put out an
immigration plan that would deal with our immigration challenges -- didn't even file it.  
 
     This is a President who has not been able to do what he said he’d do.  He said that he’d cut
in half the deficit -- he hasn’t done that either; in fact, he doubled it.  He said that by now,
middle-income families would have a reduction in their health insurance premiums by $2,500 a year. 
It’s gone up by $2,500 a year.  And if Obamacare is passed -- or implemented -- it’s already been
passed -- if it’s implemented fully, it will be another $2,500 on top. 
 
     The middle class is getting crushed under the policies of a President who has not understood
what it takes to get the economy working again.  He keeps saying, look, I’ve created 5 million
jobs.  That’s after losing 5 million jobs.  The entire record is such that the unemployment has not
been reduced in this country. The unemployment, the number of people who are still looking for
work, is still 23 million Americans.  There are more people in poverty -- one out of six people in
poverty. 
 

How about food stamps?  When he took office, 32 million people were on food stamps.  Today, 47
million people are on food stamps.  How about the growth of the economy?  It’s growing more slowly
this year than last year, and more slowly last year than the year before.

 
The President wants to do well, I understand.  But the policies he’s put in place, from

Obamacare to Dodd-Frank to his tax policies to his regulatory policies -- these policies combined
have not let this economy take off and grow like it could have.  You might say, well, you got an
example of when it worked better?  Yes.  In the Reagan recession, where unemployment hit 10.8
percent, between that period -- the end of that recession and the equivalent period of time to
today, Ronald Reagan’s recovery created twice as many jobs as this President’s recovery. 

 
Five million jobs doesn’t even keep up with our population growth.  And the only reason the

unemployment rate seems a little lower today is because of all the people that have dropped out of
the workforce. 

 



The President has tried, but his policies haven’t worked.  He’s great as a speaker and
describing his plans and his vision. That’s wonderful, except we have a record to look at.  And
that record shows he just hasn’t been able to cut the deficit, to put in place reforms for Medicare
and Social Security to preserve them, to get us the rising incomes we need.  Median incomes down
$4,300 a family, and 23 million Americans out of work -- that’s what this election is about.  It’s
about who can get the middle class in this country a bright and prosperous future and assure our
kids the kind of hope and optimism they deserve.

 
MS. CROWLEY:  Governor, I want to move you along.  Don’t go away, and we’ll have plenty of

time to respond.  We are quite aware of the clock for both of you.  But I want to bring in a
different subject here.  Mr. President, I’ll be right back with you.  Lorraine Osario (ph) has a
question for you about a topic we have not heard.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  This is for Governor Romney?
 
MS. CROWLEY:  Yes, this is for Governor Romney, and we’ll be right with you, Mr. President. 

Thanks.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Is it Lorena?
 
Q    Lorraine.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Lorraine.
 
Q    Yes, Lorraine.  How are you doing?
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Good, thanks.
 
Q    President.  Romney:  What do you plan on doing with immigrants without their green card

that are currently living here as productive members of society?
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you, Lorraine.  Did I get that right?  Good.  Thank you for question. 

And let me step back and tell you what I’d like to do with our immigration policy broadly, and
include an answer to your question. 

 
First of all, this is a nation of immigrants.  We welcome people coming to this country as

immigrants.  My dad was born in Mexico of American parents; Ann’s dad was born in Wales and is a
first-generation American.  We welcome legal immigrants into this country.

 
I want our legal system to work better.  I want it to be streamlined.  I want it to be

clearer.  I don’t think you have to -- shouldn’t have to hire a lawyer to figure out how to get
into this country legally.  I also think that we should give visas to people -- green cards,
rather, to people who graduate with skills that we need.  People around the world with accredited
degrees in science and math get a green card stapled to their diploma; come to the U.S. of A.  We
should make sure that our legal system works.  

 
Number two, we’re going to have to stop illegal immigration. There are 4 million people who

are waiting in line to get here legally.  Those who’ve come here illegally take their place.  So I
will not grant amnesty to those who’ve come here illegally.  What I will do is I’ll put in place an
employment verification system and make sure that employers that hire people who have come here
illegally are sanctioned for doing so.  I won’t put in place magnets for people coming here
illegally.  So, for instance, I would not give driver’s licenses to those that have come here
illegally, as the President would. 

 
The kids of those that came here illegally -- those kids I think should have a pathway to

become a permanent resident of the United States.  And military service, for instance, is one way
they would have that kind of pathway to become a permanent resident.

 
Now, when the President ran for office he said that he’d put in place in his first year a

piece of legislation -- he’d file a bill in his first year that would reform our immigration
system  -- protect legal immigration, stop illegal immigration.  He didn’t do it.  He had a
Democrat House, a Democrat Senate, a supermajority in both houses.  Why did he fail to even promote
legislation that would have provided an answer for those that want to come here legally and for
those that are here illegally today?  That’s a question I think the President will have a chance to
answer to answer right now.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Good, I look forward to it.  Was it Lorena? Lorraine.  We are a nation of

immigrants.  We’re just a few miles away from Ellis Island.  We all understand what this country
has become because talent from all around the world wants to come here.  People are willing to take
risks.  People who want to build on their dreams and make sure their kids have even bigger dreams
than they have.
 
     But we’re also a nation of laws.  So what I’ve said is we need to fix a broken immigration
system.  And I’ve done everything I can on my own, and sought cooperation from Congress to make
sure that we fixed the system. 
 
     First thing we did was to streamline the legal immigration system to reduce the backlog, make
it easier, simpler and cheaper for people who are waiting in line, obeying the law, to make sure
that they can come here and contribute to our country.  And that's good for our economic growth. 
They’ll start new businesses.  They’ll make things happen that create jobs here in the United
States. 
 
     Number two, we do have to deal with our border, so we put more Border Patrol on than any time
in history, and the flow of undocumented workers across the border is actually lower than it’s been
in 40 years.
 
     What I’ve also said is if we’re going to go after folks who are here illegally, we should do
it smartly and go after folks who are criminals, gangbangers, people who are hurting the community
-- not after students.  Not after folks who are here just because they're trying to figure out how
to feed their families.  And that's what we’ve done. 
 
     And what I’ve also said is for young people who come here, brought here oftentimes by their
parents, have gone to school here, pledged allegiance to the flag, think of this as their country,
understand themselves as Americans in every way except having papers, then we should make sure that
we give them a pathway to citizenship.  And that's what I’ve done administratively.
 



     Now, Governor Romney just said that he wants to help those young people, too.  But during the
Republican primary he said, I will veto the DREAM Act that would allow these young people to have
access.  His main strategy during the Republican primary was to say, we’re going to encourage self-
deportation -- making life so miserable on folks that they’ll leave. 
 

He called the Arizona law a model for the nation -- part of the Arizona law said that law
enforcement officers could stop folks because they suspected maybe they looked like they might be
undocumented workers and check their papers.  And you know what, if my daughter or yours looks to
somebody like they're not a citizen, I don't want to empower somebody like that. 
 
     So we can fix this system in a comprehensive way.  And when Governor Romney says the challenge
is, well, Obama didn't try -- that's not true.  I sat down with Democrats and Republicans at the
beginning of my term, and I said, let’s fix this system, including senators previously who had
supported it on the Republican side.  But it’s very hard for Republicans in Congress to support
comprehensive immigration reform if their standard bearer has said that, this is not something I’m
interested in supporting.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Let me get the Governor in here, Mr. President.  Let’s speak to, if you could,
Governor --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Let’s.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  -- the idea of self-deportation.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  No, let me go back and speak to the points that the President made and let’s
get them correct.  I did not say that the Arizona law was a model for the nation in that aspect.  I
said that the E-Verify portion of the Arizona law, which is -- which is the portion of the law
which says that employers could be able to determine whether someone is here illegally or not
illegally, that that was a model for the nation. That's number one.
 
     Number two, I asked the President a question I think Hispanics and immigrants all over the
nation have asked.  He was asked this on Univision the other day.  Why, when you said you’d file
legislation in your first year, didn’t you do it?  And he didn’t answer.  He doesn’t answer that
question.  He said the standard bearer wasn’t for it.  I’m glad you thought I was a standard bearer
four years ago, but I wasn't.  Four years ago, you said in your first year, you would file
legislation.  In his first year, I was just getting -- licking my wounds from having been beaten by
John McCain, all right.  I was not the standard bearer.  My view is that this President should have
honored his promise to do as he said.
 
     Now, let me mention one other thing and that is self-deportation says let people make their
own choice.  What I was saying is we’re not going to round up 12 million people, undocumented,
illegals, and take them out of the nation.  Instead, let people make their own choice.  And if they
find that they can’t get the benefits here that they want and they can’t find the job they want,
then they’ll make a decision to go a place where they have better opportunities.
 
     But I’m not in favor of rounding up people and taking them out of this country.  I am in
favor, as the President has said and I agree with him, which is that if people have committed
crimes we’ve got to get them out of this country.
 
     Let me mention something else the President said.  It was a moment ago and I didn’t get a
chance to -- when he was describing Chinese investments and so forth --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Candy, hold on a second.  At some point --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Mr. President, I’m still speaking.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  I’m sorry --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Mr. President, why don't you let me finish --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor Romney, I’m used to --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’m going -- I’m going to continue -- I’m going to continue.  If the
President made --
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Go ahead and finish, Governor Romney.  Governor Romney, if you could make it
short.  See all these people, they’ve been waiting for you.  Could you make it short and then --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Yes, just going to make a point.  Any investments I have over the last eight
years have been managed by a blind trust.  And I understand they do include investments outside the
United States, including in Chinese companies.
 
     Mr. President, have you looked at your pension?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Candy --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Have you looked at your pension?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I’ve got to say -- Candy --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Mr. President, have you looked at your pension?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  You know, I don’t look at my pension.  It’s not as big as yours so it doesn’t
take as long.  (Laughter.)
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Let me give you some advice.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I don’t check it that often.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Look at your pension.  You also have investments in Chinese companies.  You
also have investments outside the United States.  You also have investments through a Cayman’s
trust.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  We are sort of way off topic here, Governor Romney.
 

THE PRESIDENT:  We’re a little off topic here.



 
MS. CROWLEY:  We are completely off immigration.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I know we were talking about immigration.
 
MS. CROWLEY:  And we’ve -- quickly, Mr. President --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I do want to make sure --
 
MS. CROWLEY:  If I could have you sit down, Governor Romney.  Thank you.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I do want to make sure that we just understand something.  Governor Romney

says he wasn’t referring to Arizona as a model for the nation.  His top advisor on immigration is
the guy who designed the Arizona law, the entirety of it.  Not E-Verify, the whole thing.  That’s
his policy.  And it’s a bad policy.  And it won’t help us grow.

 
Look, when we think about immigration, we have to understand there are folks all around the

world who still see America as the land of promise.  And they provide us energy and they provide us
innovation, and they start companies like Intel and Google -- and we want to encourage that.

 
Now, we’ve got to make sure that we do it in a smart way, in a comprehensive way, and we make

the legal system better.  But when we make this into a divisive political issue, and when we don’t
have bipartisan support -- I can deliver, Governor, a whole bunch of Democrats to get comprehensive
immigration reform done, and we can’t --
    
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’ll get it done.  I’ll get it done the first year --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  -- we have not seen Republicans serious about this issue at all.
    
     MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, let me move you on here, please.  Mr. President --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And it’s time for them to get serious on this. 
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Don’t go away, though. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  This used to be a bipartisan issue.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Right.  Don’t go away, because --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I’m here.  (Laughter.)
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  -- I want you to talk to Carey Ladka (ph), who wants to switch the topic for us.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Okay.  Hi, Carey.
 
     Q    Good evening, Mr. President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I’m sorry, what’s your name?
 
     Q    It’s Carey.  Carey Ladka (ph).
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Great to see you, Carey.
 
     Q    This question actually comes from a brain trust of my friends at Global Telecom Supply in
Mineola yesterday.  We were sitting around talking about Libya, and we were reading and became
aware of reports that the State Department refused extra security for our embassy in Benghazi,
Libya, prior to the attacks that killed four Americans.  Who was it that denied enhanced security,
and why?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, let me, first of all, talk about our diplomats, because they serve all
around the world and do an incredible job in a very dangerous situation.  And these aren’t just
representatives of the United States.  They’re my representatives.  I send them there, oftentimes
into harm’s way. I know these folks, and I know these families.  So nobody is more concerned about
their safety and security than I am.
 
     So as soon as we found out that the Benghazi consulate was being overrun, I was on the phone
with my national security team, and I gave them three instructions.  Number one, beef up our
security and procedures not just in Libya but in every embassy and consulate in the region.  Number
two, investigate exactly what happened, regardless of where the facts lead us, to make sure that
folks are held accountable and it doesn’t happen again. And number three, we are going to find out
who did this and we are going to hunt them down, because one of the things that I’ve said
throughout my presidency is when folks mess with Americans, we go after them.
 
     Now, Governor Romney had a very different response.  While we were still dealing with our
diplomats being threatened, Governor Romney put out a press release, trying to make political
points.  And that's not how a Commander-in-Chief operates.  You don't turn national security into a
political issue, certainly not right when it’s happening. 
 
     And people -- not everybody agrees with some of the decisions I’ve made, but when it comes to
our national security, I mean what I say.  I said I’d end the war in Libya -- in Iraq, and I did. 
I said that we’d go after al Qaeda and bin Laden -- we have.  I said we’d transition out of
Afghanistan and start making sure that Afghans are responsible for their own security. That's what
I’m doing.
 
     And when it comes to this issue, when I say that we are going to find out exactly what
happened, everybody will be held accountable -- and I am ultimately responsible for what’s taking
place there, because these are my folks, and I’m the one who has to greet those coffins when they
come home, you know that I mean what I say.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, I’ve got to move us along. 
 
     Governor?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you, Carey, for your question.  It’s an important one, and I think the
President just said correctly that the buck does stop at his desk, and he takes responsibility for
that -- for the failure in providing those security resources.  And those terrible things may well



happen from time to time.  I feel very deeply sympathetic for the families of those who lost loved
ones.  And today there’s a memorial service for one of those that was lost in this tragedy.  We
think of their families and care for them deeply.
 
     There were other issues associated with this tragedy.  There were many days that passed before
we knew whether this was a spontaneous demonstration or actually whether it was a terrorist
attack.  And there was no demonstration involved.  It was a terrorist attack.  And it took a long
time for that to be told to the American people. 
 

Whether there was some misleading or instead whether we just didn’t know what happened, I
think you have to ask yourself, why didn’t we know five days later when the Ambassador to the
United Nations went on TV to say that this was a demonstration -- how could we have not known? 
 
     But I find more troubling than this that on the day following the assassination of the United
States ambassador -- the first time that's happened since 1979 -- when we have four Americans
killed there, when apparently we didn’t know what happened, that the President, the day after that
happened, flies to Las Vegas for a political fundraiser, then the next day to Colorado for another
event, another political event.  I think these actions taken by a President and a leader have
symbolic significance, and perhaps even material significance in that you’d hope that during that
time we could call in the people who were actually eyewitnesses.  We’ve read their accounts now
about what happened.  It was very clear this was not a demonstration.  This was an attack by
terrorists. 
 
     And this calls into question the President’s whole policy in the Middle East.  Look what's
happening in Syria, in Egypt, now in Libya.  Consider the distance between ourselves and Israel. 
The President said that he was going to put daylight between us and Israel.  We have Iran four
years closer to a nuclear bomb. 
 

Syria -- Syria is not just the tragedy of 30,000 civilians being killed by a military, but
also a strategically significant player for America.  The President’s policies throughout the Middle
East began with an apology tour, and pursue a strategy of leading from behind.  And this strategy
is unraveling before our very eyes.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Because we’re closing in, I want to still get a lot of people in.  I want to ask
you something, Mr. President, and then have the Governor just quickly.  Your Secretary of State, as
I’m sure you know, has said that she takes full responsibility for the attack on the diplomatic
mission in Benghazi.  Does the buck stop with your Secretary of State, as far as what went on here?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Secretary Clinton has done an extraordinary job, but she works for me.  I’m
the President, and I’m always responsible.  And that’s why nobody is more interested in finding out
exactly what happened than I do. 
 

The day after the attack, Governor, I stood in the Rose Garden and I told the American people
and the world that we are going to find out exactly what happened, that this was an act of terror,
and I also said that we’re going to hunt down those who committed this crime.  And then a few days
later, I was there greeting the caskets coming into Andrews Air Force Base, and grieving with the
families. 
 
     And the suggestion that anybody on my team -- whether the Secretary of State, our U.N.
Ambassador -- anybody on my team would play politics or mislead when we’ve lost four of our own,
Governor, is offensive.  That’s not what we do.  That’s not what I do as President.  That’s not
what I do as Commander-in-Chief.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Governor, if you want to reply quickly to this please.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Yes, I surely do.  I think it’s interesting the President just said
something, which is that on the day after the attack he went in the Rose Garden and said that this
was an attack of terror.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That’s what I said.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  You said in the Rose Garden the day after the attack it was an act of
terror?  It was not a spontaneous demonstration?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Please proceed.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Is that what you’re saying?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Please proceed, Governor.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I want to make sure we get that for the record, because it took the
President 14 days before he called the attack in Benghazi an act of terror. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Get the transcript.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  He did, in fact, sir.  So let me call it an act of terror in the Rose Garden. 
He used the word --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Can you say that a little louder, Candy?  (Applause.)
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  He did call it an act of terror.  It did, as well, take -- it did, as well,
take two weeks or so for the whole idea of there being a riot out there about this tape to come
out. You are correct about that.  (Applause.)
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  The administration indicated that this was a reaction to a video and was a
spontaneous reaction.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  They did.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  It took them a long time to say this was a terrorist act by a terrorist
group.  And to suggest -- am I incorrect in that regard?  On Sunday, your Secretary --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Candy?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- excuse me, the Ambassador to the United Nations went on the Sunday
television shows and spoke about how this was a spontaneous reaction.



 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Candy, I’m happy to have a longer conversation about foreign policy.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, let me -- I know you -- absolutely.  But I want to move you on.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Okay, I’m happy to do that, too.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  And also, people can go to the transcripts and --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I just want to make sure that --
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  -- figure out what was said and when.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  -- all those wonderful folks are going to have a chance to get some of their
questions answered.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Because what I want to do, Mr. President -- stand there for a second, because I
want to introduce you to Nina Gonzalez, who brought up a question that we hear a lot both over the
Internet and from this crowd.
 
     Q    President Obama, during the Democratic National Convention in 2008, you stated you wanted
to keep AK-47s out of the hands of criminals.  What has your administration done or plan to do to
limit the availability of assault weapons?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  We’re a nation that believes in the Second Amendment, and I believe in the
Second Amendment.  We’ve got a long tradition of hunting and sportsmen, and people who want to make
sure they can protect themselves. 
 

But there have been too many instances during the course of my presidency where I’ve had to
comfort families who have lost somebody -- most recently, out in Aurora.  Just a couple of weeks
ago -- actually probably about a month, I saw a mother who I had met at the bedside of her son who
had been shot in that theater. And her son had been shot through the head.  And we spent some time
and we said a prayer.  And remarkably, about two months later, this young man and his mom showed
up, and he looked unbelievable -- good as new.  But there were a lot of families who didn’t have
that good fortune, and whose sons or daughters or husbands didn’t survive. 
 

So my belief is that, A, we have to enforce the laws we’ve already got; make sure that we’re
keeping guns out of the hands of criminals, those who are mentally ill.  We’ve done a much better
job in terms of background checks, but we’ve got more to do when it comes to enforcement. 

 
But I also share your belief that weapons that were designed for soldiers in war theaters

don’t belong on our streets.  And so what I’m trying to do is to get a broader conversation about
how do we reduce the violence generally.  Part of it is seeing if we can get an assault weapons ban
reintroduced, but part of it is also looking at other sources of the violence -- because, frankly,
in my hometown of Chicago there’s an awful lot of violence, and they’re not using AK-47s, they’re
using cheap handguns. 

 
And so what can we do to intervene, to make sure that young people have opportunity?  That our

schools are working?  That if there’s violence on the streets, that working with faith groups and
law enforcement, we can catch it before it gets out of  control. 

 
And so what I want is a comprehensive strategy.  Part of it is seeing if we can get automatic

weapons that kill folks in amazing numbers out of the hands of criminals and the mentally ill.  But
part of it is also going deeper and seeing if we can get into these communities and making sure we
catch violent impulses before they occur.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Governor Romney, the question is about assault weapons, AK-47s.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Yes, I’m not in favor of new pieces of legislation on guns and taking guns
away or making certain guns illegal.  We, of course, don't want to have automatic weapons, and
that's already illegal in this country to have automatic weapons. 
 
     What I believe is we have to do, as the President mentioned towards the end of his remarks
there, which is to make enormous efforts to enforce the gun laws that we have and to change the
culture of violence we have.  And you ask how are we going to do that?  And there are a number of
things.  He mentioned good schools.  I totally agree.  We were able to drive our schools to be
number one in the nation in my state, and I believe if we do a better job in education, we’ll give
people the hope and opportunity they deserve and perhaps less violence from that.
 
     But let me mention another thing, and that is parents.  We need moms and dads helping raise
kids.  Wherever possible, the benefit of having two parents in the home -- and that's not always
possible -- a lot of great single moms, single dads, but, gosh, to tell our kids that before they
have babies, they ought to think about getting married to someone, that's a great idea, because if
there’s a two-parent family, the prospect of living in poverty goes down dramatically.  The
opportunities that the child will be able to achieve increase dramatically.  So we can make changes
in the way our culture works to help bring people away from violence and give them opportunity and
bring them in the American system.
 
     The greatest failure we’ve had with regards to gun violence in some respects is what is known
as Fast and Furious, which was a program under this administration.  And how it worked exactly I
think we don't know precisely, but where thousands of automatic and AK-47-type weapons were given
to people that ultimately gave them to drug lords that used those weapons against their own
citizens and killed Americans with them.  And this was a program of the government.  For what
purpose it was put in place, I can't imagine.  But it’s one of the great tragedies related to
violence in our society which has occurred during this administration, which I think the American
people would like to understand fully. 

It’s been investigated to a degree, but the administration has carried out executive privilege
to prevent all the information from coming out.  I’d like to understand, who were the ones that did
this, what the idea was behind it, why it led to the violence.  Thousands of guns going to Mexico -
-
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Candy.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- drug lords --
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Governor, if I could, the question was about these assault weapons that once



were banned and are no longer banned.  I know that you signed an assault weapons ban when you were
in Massachusetts.  Obviously with this question, you no longer do support that.  Why is that? 
Given the kind of violence that we see sometimes with these mass killings, why is that, that you’ve
changed your mind?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, Candy, actually, in my state, the pro-gun folks and the anti-gun folks
came together and put together a piece of legislation.  And it’s referred to as an assault weapon
ban, but it had, at the signing of the bill, both the pro-gun and the anti-gun people came together
because it provided opportunities for both that both wanted.  There were hunting opportunities, for
instance, that hadn’t previously been available and so forth.  So it was a mutually agreed upon
piece of legislation.
 
     That’s what we need more of, Candy.  What we have right now in Washington is a place that’s
gridlocked.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  So if you could get people to agree to it, you’d be for it?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Candy.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  We haven’t had the leadership in Washington to work at a bipartisan basis. 
I was able to do that in my state and bring these two together.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Candy.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  First of all, I think Governor Romney was for an assault weapons ban before he
was against it.  And he said that the reason he changed his mind was, in part, because he was
seeking the endorsement of the National Rifle Association.  So that’s on the record.
 
     But I think that one area we agree on is the importance of parents and the importance of
schools -- because I do believe that if our young people have opportunity, then they’re less likely
to engage in these kind of violent acts.  We’re not going to eliminate everybody who is mentally
disturbed, and we’ve got to make sure that they don’t get weapons, but we can make a difference in
terms of ensuring that every young person in America, regardless of where they come from, what they
look like, have a chance to succeed.
 
     And, Candy, we haven’t had a chance to talk about education much, but I think it is very
important to understand that the reforms we’ve put in place, working with 46 governors around the
country, are seeing schools that are some of the ones that are the toughest for kids starting to
succeed -- we’re starting to see gains in math and science.
 
     When it comes to community colleges, we are setting up programs, including with Nassau
Community College, to retrain workers, including young people who may have dropped out of school,
but now are getting another chance -- training them for the jobs that exist right now.  And in
fact, employers are looking for skilled workers, and so we’re matching them up, giving them access
to higher education.  As I said, we have made sure that millions of young people are able to get an
education that they weren’t able to get before.  Now --
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, I have to move you along here. You said you wanted to get this
question so we need to do it here.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Just one second, because this is important. This is part of the choice in this
election.  When Governor Romney was asked whether teachers -- hiring more teachers was important to
growing our economy, Governor Romney said that doesn’t grow our economy.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, it was guns here so I need to move us along.  The question was
guns so let me --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  But this will make a difference in terms of whether or not we can move this
economy forward for these young people and reduce our violence.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Okay.  Thank you so much.
 
     I want to ask Carol Goldberg to stand up because she gets to a question that both these men
have been passionate about.  It’s for Governor Romney.
 
     Q    The outsourcing of American jobs overseas has taken a toll on our economy.  What plans do
you have to put back and keep jobs here in the United States?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Boy, great question, an important question because you’re absolutely right. 
The place where we’ve seen manufacturing go has been China.  China is now the largest manufacturer
in the world -- used to be the United States of America.  A lot of good people have lost jobs.  A
half a million manufacturing jobs have been lost in the last four years -- that’s total over the
last four years.  One of the reasons for that is that people think it’s more attractive in some
cases to go offshore than to stay here.  We have made it less attractive for enterprises to stay
here than to go offshore from time to time. 
 

What I will do as President is make sure it's more attractive to come to America again.  This
is the way we're going to create jobs in this country.  It's not by trickle-down government, saying
we're going to take more money from people and hire more government workers, raise more taxes, put
in place more regulations.  Trickle-down government has never worked here, has never worked
anywhere. 
 
     I want to make America the most attractive place in the world for entrepreneurs, for small
business, for big business to invest and grow in America.  Now, we're going to have to make sure
that as we trade with other nations that they play by the rules, and China hasn't.  One of the
reasons -- or one of the ways they don't play by the rules is artificially holding down the value
of their currency.  Because if they put their currency down low, that means their prices on their
goods are low, and that makes them advantageous in the marketplace.  We lose sales and
manufacturers here in the U.S. making the same products can't compete. 
 

China has been a currency manipulator for years and years and years.  And the President has a
regular opportunity to label them as a currency manipulator, but refuses to do so.  On day one, I
will label China a currency manipulator, which will allow me as president to be able to put in
place, if necessary, tariffs where I believe that they are taking unfair advantage of our



manufacturers. 
 
So we're going to make sure the people we trade with around the world play by the rules.  But

let me not just stop there.  Don't forget what's key to bringing back jobs here is not just finding
someone else to punish -- and I'm going to be strict with people who we trade with to make sure
they follow the law and play by the rules -- but it's also to make America the most attractive
place in the world for businesses of all kinds.  That's why I want to bring down the tax rates on
small employers, big employers, so they want to be here.

 
Canada's tax rate on companies is now 15 percent.  Ours is 35 percent.  So if you're starting

a business, where would you rather start it?  We have to be competitive if we're going to create
more jobs here.  Regulations have quadrupled -- the rate of regulations quadrupled under this
President.  I've talked to small businesses across the country.  They say, we feel like we're under
attack from our own government.  I want to make sure that regulators see their job as encouraging
small business, not crushing it.  And there's no question but that Obamacare has been an
extraordinary deterrent to enterprises of all kinds hiring people. 

 
My priority is making sure that we get more people hired.  If we have more people hired, if we

get back manufacturing jobs, if we get back all kinds of jobs into this country, then you're going
to see rising incomes again.  The reason incomes are down is because unemployment is so high.  I
know what it takes to get this to happen.  And my plan will do that.  And one part of it is to
make sure that we keep China playing by the rules.  Thank you.

 
MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, two minutes here because we are then going to go to our last

question. 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  We need to create jobs here.  And both Governor Romney and I agree actually

that we should lower our corporate tax rate.  It's too high.  But there's a difference in terms of
how we would do it.  I want to close loopholes that allow companies to deduct expenses when they
move to China that allow them to profit offshore and not have to get taxed, so they have tax
advantages offshore.  All those changes in our tax code would make a difference. 

 
Now, Governor Romney actually wants to expand those tax breaks.  One of his big ideas when it

comes to corporate tax reform would be to say if you invest overseas, you make profits overseas,
you don't have to pay U.S. taxes.  But of course, if you're a small business or a mom-and-pop
business or a big business starting up here, you've got to pay even the reduced rate that Governor
Romney is talking about.  And it's estimated that that will create 800,000 new jobs -- the problem
is they'll be in China or India or Germany.  That's not the way we're going to create jobs here. 

 
The way we're going to create jobs here is not just to change our tax code, but also to double

our exports.  And we are on pace to double our exports, one of the commitments I made when I was
President.  That's creating tens of thousands of jobs all across the country.  That's why we've
kept on pushing trade deals, but trade deals that make sure that American workers and American
businesses are getting a good deal. 

 
Now, Governor Romney talked about China, as I already indicated.  In the private sector,

Governor Romney's company invested in what were called "pioneers of outsourcing."  That's not my
phrase.  It's what reporters called it.  And as far as currency manipulation, the currency has
actually gone up 11 percent since I’ve been President because we have pushed them hard.  And we’ve
put unprecedented trade pressure on China.  That's why exports have significantly increased under
my presidency.  That's going to help to create jobs here.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, we have a really short time for a quick discussion here.  iPad,
the Macs, the iPhones -- they are all manufactured in China.  One of the major reasons is labor is
so much cheaper here.  How do you convince a great American company to bring that manufacturing
back here?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  The answer is very straightforward:  We can compete with anyone in the world
as long as the playing field is level.  China has been cheating over the years -- one, by holding
down the value of their currency; number two, by stealing our intellectual property -- our designs,
our patents, our technology.  There’s even an Apple store in China that's a counterfeit Apple store
selling counterfeit goods.  They hack into our computers.  We will have to have people play on a
fair basis.  That's number one.
 
     Number two, we have to make America the most attractive place for entrepreneurs, for people
who want to expand a business.  That's what brings jobs in.  The President’s characterization of my
tax plan is --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  How much time you got, Candy?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- is completely -- is completely --
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Let me go to the --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- is completely false.  Let me tell you.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Let me go to the President here because we really are --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  All right, I’m --
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  -- because we really are running out of time. And the question is, can we ever
get -- we can't get wages like that.  It can't be sustained here.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Candy, there are some jobs that are not going to come back because they're
low-wage, low-skill jobs.  I want high-wage, high-skill jobs.  That's why we have to emphasize
manufacturing.  That's why we have to invest in advanced manufacturing.  That's why we’ve got to
make sure that we’ve got the best science and research in the world.
 
     And when we talk about deficits, if we’re adding to our deficit for tax cuts for folks who
don't need them, and we’re cutting investments in research and science that will create the next
Apple, create the next new innovation that will sell products around the world, we will lose that
race.  If we’re not training engineers to make sure that they are equipped here in this country,
then companies won’t come here.  Those investments are what’s going to help to make sure that we
continue to lead this world economy not just next year, but 10 years from now, 50 years from now,
100 years from now.
 



     MS. CROWLEY:  Thanks, Mr. President.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Government does not create jobs.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Governor Romney.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Government does not create jobs.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Governor Romney, I want to introduce you to Barry Green because he’s going to
have the last question to you first. 
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Barry?  Oh, there’s Barry.  Hi, Barry.
 
     Q    Hi, Governor.  I think this is a tough question.  Each of you, what do you believe is
the biggest misperception that the American people have about you as a man and a candidate?  Using
specific examples, can you take this opportunity to debunk that misperception and set us straight?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you, and that's an opportunity for me, and I appreciate it.  In the
nature of a campaign, it seems that some campaigns are focused on attacking a person rather than
prescribing their own future and the things they’d like to do.  In the course of that, I think the
President’s campaign has tried to characterize me as someone who’s very different than who I am. 
     I care about 100 percent of the American people.  I want 100 percent of the American people to
have a bright and prosperous future.  I care about our kids.  I understand what it takes to make a
bright and prosperous future for America again.  I spent my life in the private sector, not in
government.  I’m a guy who wants to help, with the experience I have, the American people. 
 
     My passion probably flows from the fact that I believe in God and I believe we’re all children
of the same God.  I believe we have a responsibility to care for one another.  I served as a
missionary for my church.  I served as a pastor in my congregation for about 10 years.  I’ve sat
across the table from people who are out of work, and worked with them to try and find new work, or
to help them through tough times.
 
     I went to the Olympics when they were in trouble to try and get them on track.  And as
governor of my state, I was able to get 100 percent of my people insured, all my kids, about 98
percent of the adults; was able also to get our schools ranked at number one in the nation, so 100
percent of our kids would have a bright opportunity for a future.
 
     I understand that I can get this country on track again.  We don't have to settle for what
we’re going through.  We don't have to settle for gasoline at $4.  We don't have to settle for
unemployment at a chronically high level.  We don't have to settle for 47 million people on food
stamps.  We don't have to settle for 50 percent of kids coming out of college not able to get
work.  We don't have to settle for 23 million people struggling to find a good job.
 
     If I become President, I’ll get America working again.  I will get us on track to a balanced
budget.  The President hasn’t. I will.  I’ll make sure we can reform Medicare and Social Security
to preserve them for coming generations.  The President said he would.  He didn’t.
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Governor --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’ll get our incomes up.  And by the way, I’ve done these things.  I served
as governor and showed I could get them done. 
 
     MS. CROWLEY:  Mr. President, last two minutes belong to you.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Barry, I think a lot of this campaign, maybe over the last four years, has
been devoted to this notion that I think government creates jobs, that that somehow is the answer. 
That's not what I believe. 
 
     I believe that the free enterprise system is the greatest engine of prosperity the world has
ever known.  I believe in self-reliance and individual initiative, and risk-takers being rewarded. 
But I also believe that everybody should have a fair shot and everybody should do their fair share,
and everybody should play by the same rules, because that's how our economy is grown.  That's how
we built the world’s greatest middle class.  And that is part of what's at stake in this election. 
There's a fundamentally different vision about how we move our country forward. 
 
     I believe Governor Romney is a good man, loves his family, cares about his faith.  But I also
believe that when he said behind closed doors that 47 percent of the country consider themselves
victims, who refuse personal responsibility, think about who he was talking about -- folks on
Social Security who have worked all their lives; veterans who have sacrificed for this country;
students who are out there trying to hopefully advance their own dreams but also this country’s
dreams; soldiers who are overseas fighting for us right now; people who are working hard every day,
paying payroll tax, gas taxes, but don't make enough income. 
 

And I want to fight for them.  That's what I’ve been doing for the last four years, because if
they succeed, I believe the country succeeds. 
 
     And when my grandfather fought in World War II, and he came back, and he got a GI Bill and
that allowed him to go to college, that wasn’t a handout.  That was something that advanced the
entire country.  And I want to make sure that the next generation has those same opportunities. 
That's why I’m asking for your vote, and that's why I’m asking for another four years.
    
     MS. CROWLEY:  President Obama, Governor Romney, thank you for being here tonight. 
 

On that note, we have come to an end of this town hall debate.  (Applause.)  Our thanks to the
participants for their time, and to the people of Hofstra University for their hospitality. 
 
     The next and final debate takes place Monday night at Lynn University in Boca Raton, Florida. 
Don't forget to watch.  Election Day is three weeks from today.  Don't forget to vote.  Good night.
 
 
                        END               10:39 P.M. EDT
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     MRS. OBAMA:  I decided to bring someone out with me.  You may know this guy.  (Applause.)
 
     I want to start by thanking Amanda for that very kind introduction.  We are so proud of her.  And we are so grateful for her service.  So let's give Amanda
another round of applause. (Applause.)  And thank you, Amanda, for getting the President to eat some fruit this morning.  That's good.  (Laughter.) 
 
     Well, you guys, this looks amazing.  You all sound really   fired up.  (Applause.)
 

THE PRESIDENT:  Fired up!
 
MRS. OBAMA:  And you definitely sound ready to go.  (Applause.)
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Ready to go!
 
MRS. OBAMA:  And let me tell you, I'm glad to hear it because --
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Four more years!
 
MRS. OBAMA:  Yes, indeed, with your help!  (Applause.)  With your help.
 
Let me just say this.  I shared this with the folks earlier today, but being back in the great state of Iowa -- (applause) -- yes, indeed!  (Applause.) 

Where it all began for us.  (Applause.)  I have to say I'm feeling pretty fired up and ready to go myself. 
 

Our family has so many great memories of our time here in Iowa.  As I mentioned earlier, I remember when we went to Pella, and an entire neighborhood sang
"Happy Birthday" to Malia on the Fourth of July.  (Applause.)  Yes.  It was so sweet.  I remember, on the big day at the Jefferson-Jackson Dinner, we danced
with about a thousand folks across the street with the Isiserettes.  It's a marching band.  We've had them back to the White House since.  But that was
exciting. 
 

And our girls still talk about our visit to the State Fair. That was like I think the first big State Fair we ever went to.  (Applause.)  And it was so
much fun.  We did everything.  We rode the bumper cars, and we slid down this big slide.  I mentioned how Barack almost dropped Sasha -- (laughter) -- off of
the slide.  (Applause.)  She flew up and he barely -- I wasn’t very happy about that.  (Laughter.) 
 

And, that is where, yes, we experienced our very first fried Twinkie on a stick.  (Applause.)  It was here.  And it was also pretty funny because he was a
senator at the time and he had a lot of press, and they were everywhere.  And the girls were holding baby chicks, and the cameras were flashing.  So when it was
time for him to leave -- he left early -- the girls actually turned around to me and said, "Whew, I'm so glad Daddy is gone." (Laughter.)  Now we can really
have some fun.  (Laughter.)   
 
     We essentially shut the State Fair down.  So we had a great time.  And I'll have to say that I'm a little bit jealous that Barack got to go to the State
Fair this week without me.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Awww --
 
     MRS. OBAMA:  Oh, it's so sad.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  It was good.  (Laughter.) 
 

MRS. OBAMA:  So today I want to start by saying thank you, truly, thank you.  I want to thank everybody in the state for the kindness and generosity and
love that you all have shown our family.  Regardless of what party you're from, regardless of how you felt about us, you have shown us so much love. 
(Applause.)  And you don't understand how important that was for me because Iowa was my very first experience with a national campaign.  And because of you all,
this state, the people in this state, our girls still think campaigning is fun.  (Laughter.)  They really do.  
 

More importantly, because of all of you, Barack and I will always remember what this process can be at its very best.  Truly, every election, the folks
here in Iowa, you all remind us what democracy is all about.  And it's really about getting to know the issues and discussing the issue with your neighbors. 
It's about meeting your candidates and getting to know them and their families really up close and personal in a way that very few states get to do.

 
And I will never forget my very first visit here back in 2007, and I remember it well because we were in the backyard of someone's home.  It was just such

a simple gathering.  And I have to admit that I was a little nervous because I hadn’t done much campaigning.  And back then, people barely even knew who Barack
was, let alone who I was. 

 
So I didn’t know how it would be.  But the folks in that backyard welcomed me like I was an old friend.  And within minutes I was so comfortable that I

kicked off my high heels and I was standing in the lawn, in the grass, with bare feet, talking and laughing and listening to people’s stories.  And that’s when
I learned that that’s what campaigning is about -- hearing about what’s going on in people’s lives, about the jobs that they’re juggling and the businesses
they’re trying to keep afloat; the kids they hope to send to college if they can find a way to afford it.

 
     And the more we talked, the more I felt at home -- because in their stories, I saw my story.  I saw Barack’s story.  And you all know my story.  My father
worked at the city water plant his entire life; that was pretty much the only job he had.  And neither of my parents had the chance to get a college degree. 
But as I tell people everywhere I go, what I appreciate about my parents was that they saved and they sacrificed, and they poured everything they had into me
and my brother so that we could have the kind of educational opportunities they could only dream of.  (Applause.) 
 

And like Barack, pretty much all of our college tuition came from student loans and grants.  Yes, we can relate to how a lot of folks go to college.  But
my dad still had to pay a small portion of that tuition himself.  And let me tell you, every semester, my father was determined to pay his little portion right
on time, because he was so proud to play a small part in sending his kids to college that he couldn’t bear the thought of us missing a registration deadline
because his check was late.

 
And really, more than anything else, that’s what I try to remind people when I go out and campaign -- that’s what's at stake in this election. 

(Applause.)  It’s that fundamental promise that no matter who you are or how you started out, if you work hard, in America, you can build a decent life for
yourself and an even better life for your kids.  (Applause.)  That’s why we're here. 

 
And whether it's equal pay for women or health care for our families, whether it's supporting our veterans or saving our auto industry, that is what this

man, my husband, has been fighting for every single day as President.  (Applause.)
 
And let me just share something with you -- because over the last three and a half years, as First Lady, I have had the chance to see up close and personal

what being President is like.  And I have seen how the issues that come across a President's desk are always the hard ones -- the problems with no clear
solutions, the judgment calls where the stakes are so high and there's no margin for error.

 
And I have seen that as President, you are going to get all kinds of advice and guidance from all kinds of people.  But at the end of the day, when it’s

time to make that decision, all you have to guide you are your values and your vision and your life experiences.  And what I’ve learned is that, in the end, it
all boils down to who you are and what you stand for. 

 
And we all know who my husband is, don’t we?  (Applause.)  And we all know what he stands for.  And I remind people, your President is the son of a single

mother who struggled to put herself through school and pay the bills.  He’s the grandson of a woman who woke up before dawn every day to catch a bus to her job
at a bank.  And even though Barack’s grandmother was good at her job and worked hard to support his family, like so many women, she hit that glass ceiling and
watched men no more qualified than she was -- men she'd actually trained -- climb that ladder ahead of her. 

 
So I remind people that Barack knows what it means when a family struggles.  And he knows what it means to want something better for your kids and your

grandkids.  (Applause.)  And that’s why I love him, and that’s why I will have his back forever.  (Applause.) 
 
And that is also what I think about when I kiss our girls goodnight.  I think about the world I want to leave for them and for all our sons and

daughters.  I think about how I want to give our kids a foundation for their dreams and opportunities worthy of their promise -- because all of our kids in this
country are worthy.  (Applause.)  We want give them that sense of limitless possibility, the belief that here in America, the greatest country on the planet,
there is always something better out there if you’re willing to work for it.  (Applause.) 

 
So I know that we cannot turn back now -- not now.  We have come so far, but we have so much more to do.  And if we keep on moving forward, then we need

to work our hearts out for this man that I have the pleasure of introducing here today -- my husband and our President, President Barack Obama.  (Applause.)
 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you!  (Applause.)  Hello, Davenport!  (Applause.)  It is good to be back in the Quads.  (Applause.) I see a lot of familiar faces, a

lot of good friends.
 
First of all, let me just say that I, too, could not be prouder of Amanda Irish -- her service to this country, everything that she’s done.  She wants to

go back to medical school.  She is going to be a great doctor, and she’s going to help a lot of people.  Give her a big round of applause.  (Applause.)
 
Your Mayor and a great friend of mine for a long, long time, Bill Gluba is here.  (Applause.) 
 
There is another friend of mine who’s here that isn’t going to come up on stage, but I want to make a special mention to him. He’s from the other side of

the river.  He’s an Illinoisan.  (Applause.)  But I tell you what, this is a guy who served his country, looked after veterans, was a fighter for working
families, and was the first guy outside of Chicago to endorse me and support me when I ran for the United States Senate back in 2004.  And if had not been for
his support, I wouldn’t be standing here today.  He has shown even more courage in battling Parkinson’s, and is somebody who I will always think of when I think
of integrity and public service.  So I just want everybody to give a big round of applause to former Congressman Lane Evans -- a great friend of mine. 
(Applause.)  Lane is right there.

 
And finally, let me say something about my wife.  I don’t usually like to follow her speaking -- (laughter) -- because, let’s face it, on the charisma

rankings in my household, you’ve got her, the girls, Bo -- (laughter) -- and then my mother-in-law and then me.  Actually, my mother-in-law is before Bo,
obviously. (Laughter.)  I love my mother-in-law, too -- that’s where Michelle got her looks from.  So when other Obamas are participating I tend to kind of not
shine quite as much.

 
But I’ve called her the “rock” of our family.  That may sell it short.  I don’t know anybody who is more honest, who is stronger, who knows who she is,

knows what’s important, remembers where she came from, is the best mom in the world, keeps me in line, keeps me straight, keeps me humble -- and she’s cute. 
(Applause.)  So I told people back in 2008, I won’t be a perfect President, and I’m not a perfect man, but we do have a perfect First Lady.  Please give it up
for Michelle Obama.  (Applause.)
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Now, as Michelle mentioned, this is our third day in Iowa.  I started out in Council Bluffs and we drove here, all the way to the Quads -- west to east. 

And we’ve stopped all across the state -- everywhere we've gone we have had fun.  It is true, I have eaten a lot.  (Laughter.)  At the State Fair I had a pork
chop and a beer.  (Applause.)  And it was very good. 

 
But we met farmers who have been hurt badly by the drought, and talked to them about the importance of Congress getting its act together and passing a farm

bill.  (Applause.)  That’s not an issue that’s been partisan in the past, there's no reason it should be now -- especially when farmers and ranchers are
hurting.

 
We met folks who have helped Iowa become a leader in wind energy -- (applause) -- and talked about how we need to keep investing in clean, renewable

energy.  This morning I had breakfast with Amanda and a number of other veterans, and listened to their stories about not only the pride they took in service to
their country, but also they were pretty honest about some of the difficulties when they came home.  And I reminded them that as Commander-In-Chief, one promise
I guarantee I'll keep -- we are going to make sure we serve our veterans as well as they served us.  (Applause.)

 
And everywhere I went, I was reminded -- because I'd see folks who I hadn't seen in a couple of years; friends, neighbors, hit spots we had gone to in

2007-2008 -- I was reminded of how this movement for changed started in folks' backyards and in school gyms, and in VFW halls and in diners all across this
state.  And this may be the last stop on our particular trip here this week, but that journey that we started back in 2008, it's not finished. 

 
We've got a lot more work to do.  We've got unfinished business to attend to.  I've come here to ask you to stand with me and help me finish the job. 

(Applause.)  I'm asking you to help finish what we started, to bring about the change that is going to make America live up to its promise -- not just for this
generation but for generations to come.  That is why I am running for a second term as President of the United States of America.  (Applause.)   

 
Three months -- less than three months from now, less than three months -- not that I'm counting -- (laughter) -- you will face a choice.  And that choice

could not be bigger.
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  It's a choice that you face this November that is not just about two candidates or two political parties -- it's a choice between two

fundamentally different visions of where to take America.  And the direction that you choose when you walk into that voting booth is not going to have a direct
-- not just going to have a direct impact on your lives, it's going to have an impact on your kids' lives and your grandchildren's lives. 

 
When we came together in 2007-2008 -- Democrats, independents and, yes, some Republicans -- we came together to restore that basic bargain that built this

country -- Michelle talked about it.  Simple idea:  Here in this country, if you work hard you can get ahead.  Here in this country, if you take responsibility
and you put in the effort, you should be able to find a job that supports a family, you should be able to find a home you can call your own, you shouldn’t go
bankrupt when you get sick, you should be able to retire with dignity and respect -- (applause) -- and, most of all, you should be able to give your kids the
kind of education and opportunity that allows them to dream even bigger and do even better than we ever did.  (Applause.)  That is the basic American promise,
and that promise was being broken. 

 
We had seen a decade where jobs were being shipped overseas, and where wages and incomes were going down except for a few at the very top, even while the

cost of everything from health care to college were skyrocketing.  We saw 2 wars fought on a credit card, surplus going into deficit, all culminating in the
worst financial crisis since the Great Depression.

 
So we knew that restoring that basic American idea that if you work hard you can get ahead, that it wouldn’t be easy; that it was going to take more than

one year or one term or even one President.  And that was all before we saw how badly this financial crisis hammered middle-class families -- folks losing their
homes and losing their jobs, losing their savings, all pushing that American Dream a little further out of reach. 

 
And I told you in -- four years ago, I said, don’t look for quick fixes; we didn’t get into this overnight, we're not going to solve it overnight.  But

what I said, and what is still true is we've got all the things we need, all the ingredients.  We've got the capacity to meet our challenges.  We've still got
the best workers in the world.  (Applause.)  We've got the best farmers in the world.  We've got the best small businesspeople in the world.  We've got the best
scientists and researchers and colleges and universities in the world.  (Applause.) 

 
We're a young nation, and we've got the greatest diversity of talent and ingenuity.  People want to come here from every corner of the globe.  No matter

what the naysayers may say, there is not another country on Earth that would not trade places with the United States of America.  (Applause.)  People around the
world understand this is still a place where no matter what you look like or where you come from or what your last name is, you can make it.  And that’s the
idea we're trying to rebuild.  (Applause.)  That’s why we're -- that’s what this campaign is about.  That’s what the last three and a half years have been
about.

 
Every day, I've woken up thinking about you.  That’s what we thought about when we put in place the Recovery Act to help make sure that everybody who

needed it got a tax cut; to make sure that teachers could stay on the job, and firefighters and cops.  (Applause.)  That’s what I was thinking about when we
saved the auto industry that was about to go under.  (Applause.)  That’s how we've worked with businesses to help create 4.5 million new jobs -- half a million
in manufacturing.

 
But we've got a long way to go.  We've got more work to do.  We know that.  And the big challenge we have right now is not a lack of big ideas, it's not a

lack of solutions.  Our problem is politics in Washington.  (Applause.)  We've got folks on the other side who think "compromise" is a dirty word, and basically
have only 2 ideas to grow the economy. 

 
One is to get rid of regulations that we put in place to make sure that we don't have another tax-funded bailout -- taxpayer-funded bailout when the banks

make reckless decisions, or make sure that polluters aren’t polluting, or make sure insurance companies aren’t taking advantage of you.  So they want to strip
away those regulations. And the other big idea they've got is the same kind of top-down economics that got us into this mess in the first place. 

 
Governor Romney's big idea is a $5 trillion tax cut, on top of the Bush tax cuts -- a lot of which would be going to the wealthiest Americans who've

already been doing very well.
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Romney Hood!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And here's the kicker:  He's expecting you to pay for it. 
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Because $5 trillion is a lot of money.  That's 10 times our defense budget, so that would be the equivalent of our defense budget in tax

cuts every single year.  And his basic idea is that middle-class families with children would see their tax bill go up an average $2,000.  This is not my
analysis.  This is an analysis that was done by independent economists. 

 
And they're asking you to pay more in your taxes not to reduce the deficit, or grow jobs, or invest in education, but to give another $250,000 tax cut to

people making $3 million a year or more.
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, his allies in Congress have the same view.  You heard that he announced Congressman Ryan as his running mate -- and look, Congressman

Ryan, I know him, he's a good man, a family man.  But he is the ideological leader of this Republican Congress.  And he's a very articulate spokesperson for
Governor Romney's vision.  The problem is the vision is wrong.  (Applause.)  We don't agree with it. 

 
They have tried to sell us this top-down, trickle-down economics before.  (Laughter.)  We just tried it right before I took office.  And guess what, it did

not work.  It didn’t work then, and it won't work now.  It’s not a plan to create jobs.  It’s not a plan to reduce the deficit.  It’s not a plan to move our
economy forward.  Now, secretly, I think they know this.  They understand their economic plan isn't very popular -- because they started making all kinds of
stuff up about my plan. 

 
I'll give you an example.  Lately, they’ve been talking about Medicare.  Now, keep in mind these are -- both Governor Romney and Congressman Ryan in the

past have said they want to voucherize the Medicare system.
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Here's what I've done.  I’ve strengthened Medicare.  I've made reforms that save millions of seniors with Medicare hundreds of dollars on

their prescription drugs.  (Applause.)  We're closing the doughnut hole.  I've proposed reforms that will save Medicare money by getting rid of wasteful
spending in the health care system.  (Applause.)  Reforms that will not touch your Medicare benefits.

 
And Governor Romney and his running mate have a different plan.  They want to turn Medicare into a voucher system.  That means seniors would no longer have

the guarantee of Medicare -- they’d get a voucher to buy private insurance.  And if it doesn’t keep up with costs, well, that’s the seniors' problem. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  It was estimated that Governor Romney's running mate, his original plan would force seniors to pay an extra $6,400 a year.
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  My plan has extended Medicare by nearly a decade.  Their plan ends Medicare as we know it.  My plan reduces the cost of Medicare by

cracking down on fraud and waste and subsidies to insurance companies.  Their plan makes seniors pay more to help finance another tax cut for folks who don’t
need it.

 
That’s an example of the difference between our two philosophies.  That’s the choice in this election.  And that is why I’m running for a second term as

President of the United States.  (Applause.)
 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You know, when it comes to taxes, four years ago I promised to cut middle-class taxes -- I did it.  If anybody tells you democrats are all

big tax-and-spend, you tell them, well, my taxes are lower than they were before President Obama took office by about $3,600 for a typical family.  (Applause.)
 
So now, I want to keep taxes right where they are for the first $250,000 of everybody’s income.  (Applause.)  If your family makes under $250,000 -- like

98 percent of Americans, and 97 percent of small businesses -- you won’t see your income taxes increase by a single dime next year.  (Applause.) 
 
Now, if you’re fortunate enough to be in the other 2 percent you will still keep the tax cut on the first $250,000 you make.  But if you're making more

than that, we’re going to ask you to contribute just a little bit more to help pay down the deficit and allow us to still invest in things like education that
help the economy grow.  (Applause.)  

 
That won't solve the whole deficit problem.  We've still got to make some smart cuts.  I've already cut a trillion dollars of spending -- we can do more. 

But we can't just balance our budget on the backs of middle-class families -- 
 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- not just on the backs of the poor. 
 
So what I said is, look, I know folks like me are in a position to do a little bit more, go back to the rates we paid under Bill Clinton -- a time when we

created 23 million new jobs, we had a budget surplus instead of a deficit.  (Applause.)  And guess what, you know what, millionaires did good too.  (Laughter.) 
Businesses and corporations did well too.  And here's the reason -- when a teacher or a firefighter or a receptionist or a construction worker, when they've got
a little more money in their pockets, when you've got a little more money in your pockets, what do you do?

 
AUDIENCE:  Spend it!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You spend it.  Because times are tough.  You maybe haven't bought a new car in 10 years.  Maybe you've got an old broken appliance that’s

just been sitting there, doesn’t work.  Maybe your kid is going to college and you want to make sure they've got a computer to help them with their studies.
 
So you go out, and now businesses have more customers.  And when businesses have more customers, they make more profit.  And when they make more profit,



they hire more workers.  And then those workers have a little more money and they go out and spend some more.  (Applause.) 
 
See, when you look at the history of this country, we didn’t grow through top-down economics, we grew through middle class-out economics.  We grew from

bottom-up economics.  We grew together, where everybody got a fair shot, and everybody is doing their fair share, and everybody is playing by the same set of
rules.  That’s the choice in this election.  And that’s why I'm running for a second term as President of the United States of America.  (Applause.) 

 
So on almost every issue, you're going to have a choice.  When the auto industry was on the brink of collapse, Governor Romney said let's "let Detroit go

bankrupt."  I said that’s a million workers at stake, and I believe in American workers.  And three years later, the American auto industry has come roaring
back. 

 
So now I want to make sure American manufacturing is taking root here.  Let's change this tax code once and for all -- stop giving tax breaks to companies

that are shipping jobs overseas.  Let's give them to companies that are investing here in the United States of America.  (Applause.)
 
Governor Romney wants to keep those tax breaks.  He likes to talk about his private sector experience, but a lot of it was investing in companies that have

been called "pioneers" of outsourcing.  We don't need more outsourcing, we need more insourcing.  (Applause.)  That’s a difference in this election.  That’s a
choice in this election.

 
I want to make sure we've got the best education system in the world.  (Applause.)  I want to make sure that local school districts can hire more teachers,

especially in math and science.  I want to make sure that 2 million more people can go to community colleges so they can get trained for the jobs that
businesses are hiring for right now.  And I want to keep pushing on colleges on universities to lower tuition so every young person can afford to get a higher
education.  That’s a choice in this election.  (Applause.) 

 
Governor Romney wants to end the tax credits for wind energy. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Wind energy creates 7,000 jobs in Iowa -- 7,000 jobs.  Governor Romney said these new sources of energy are "imaginary."  Congressman Ryan

said they're a "fad".  Those 7,000 jobs aren't a fad, they're our future. 
 
We should stop giving $4 billion a year in taxpayer subsidies to the big oil companies that are already making money, and help create homegrown sources of

energy that put Americans back to work and help free ourselves from dependence on foreign oil.  That’s the choice in this election.  (Applause.)
 
In 2008, I said I'd end the war in Iraq -- and I did.  (Applause.)  I said we would refocus attention on al Qaeda and bin Laden -- and we did. 

(Applause.)  We've set a timeline to end the war in Afghanistan.  All this was possible because of incredible men and women in uniform like Amanda. 
(Applause.)  So now we've got an obligation to make sure that our VA and all our services are doing what we need to do for our veterans now that they're coming
home. 

 
But part of that is also taking some of the savings after a decade of war and using them to put folks back to work doing some nation-building here at

home.  (Applause.)  Let's rebuild some roads and some bridges.  Let's create a Veteran's Jobs Corps so they can get jobs as firefighters and cops in communities
that need them.  (Applause.)  That’s the America I want to build.  That’s a choice in this election.  (Applause.) 

 
And let me just tell you one more choice -- Governor Romney said one of the first things he's going to do on day one is he's going to kill Obamacare. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, I've got to say, I've grown kind of fond of the term Obamacare.  (Applause.)  Because I do care.  (Applause.)  I care about all the

families in Iowa and Illinois and all across the country that I've met who have preexisting conditions and now they know they're going to be able to get health
care coverage.  (Applause.)  I care about 6.5 million young people who can now stay on their parent's plan because of Obamacare.  (Applause.)  I care about the
seniors who are getting discounts on their prescription drugs because of Obamacare.  (Applause.) 

 
So maybe Governor Romney wants to have another three years' worth of argument about health care.  I want to move forward.  The Supreme Court has spoken. 

We are implementing it.  It is helping families all across this nation.  We are moving forward, not backward.  That’s a difference in this election. 
(Applause.)  

So on all these issues -- whether it's health care security, making sure Medicare is there for future generations, making sure that we're rebuilding
America, making sure our kids are getting the best education possible -- these are all ingredients of what we know to be a middle-class life.  It's what
Michelle talked about.  It's what helped Michelle and me have the opportunities to do things that our parents could not have imagined. 

 
And now, we want to make sure the next generation has it.  And I know you guys feel the same way because you've got that same story.  Your parents, your

grandparents, your great-grandparents -- the struggles they went through to give us a shot.  We've got an obligation now to make sure our children have that
same shot, that same opportunity.  That’s why this election is so important.  That’s what we're fighting for.  (Applause.)

 
And you know, over the next three months the other side will spend more money than we have ever seen on ads telling you one thing -- that the economy is

not so good and it's Obama's fault.  And you know, their economic theory doesn’t sell, so that’s going to be their message.  And it may be a plan to win the
election, but it's not a plan to create jobs or reduce the deficit or grow the economy.  They don’t have a plan to revive the middle class, but I do. 

 
And so I tell you what, we've come too far to turn back now.  (Applause.)  We've got too many jobs we've got to create.  We've got too many teachers we've

got to hire.  We've got too many students who need to afford to be able to go to college.  (Applause.)  We've got more energy we've got to generate and more
troops we've got to bring home.  (Applause.)  We've got more doors of opportunity that we've got to open to everybody who is willing to work hard to walk
through them.  (Applause.) 

 
So if you're willing to work with me one more time, and stand with me one more time, and knock on some doors one more time, and make some phone calls one

more time; if you're willing to vote for me this November, we'll win Davenport, we'll win Iowa, we'll win this election.  We'll finish what we started.  And
we'll remind the world why the United States of America is the greatest nation on Earth.

 
God bless you, and God bless the United States of America.
 
                        END                 6:27 P.M. CDT
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     MRS. OBAMA:  Oh, my goodness!  (Applause.)  This is so
sweet.
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We love you!
 
     MRS. OBAMA:  We love you guys, too.  (Applause.)  Let me
start by --
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
     MRS. OBAMA:  Four more!  (Applause.)  But I want to start
by thanking Jennifer for -- (applause.)  We are so proud of
her.  And we are so grateful for her sacrifice and her
service, and for Andrew's service and sacrifice as well.  So I
just want to thank her for that wonderful introduction and for
all she's doing for our country.  (Applause.)
 
     And, yes, it sounds like you all are pretty fired up. 
(Applause.)  And very ready to go.  (Applause.)  And I'm
really glad to hear that.  First of all, it's good to see my
husband.  (Laughter.)  Because I haven't seen him in a good
week. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Five days.
 
     MRS. OBAMA:  Five days?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Five days.
 
     MRS. OBAMA:  It seemed like a week, it was so long. 
(Laughter.) 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I missed you. 
 
     AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We love you!
 
     MRS. OBAMA:  Just take care of him.  (Laughter.) 
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     But I am just as happy to be back in the great state of
Iowa, where it all began.  (Applause.)  So you guys are
getting me all fired up just being here.  It is so beautiful
here.  (Applause.)  It is so beautiful.  Good to be back. 
Our family has so many wonderful memories of our time here in
Iowa.  In Pella, I remember that an entire neighborhood sang
"Happy Birthday" to Malia on the Fourth of July.  (Laughter.) 
That was so sweet.  She was a little, bitty something, too. 
 
     And on the day of the big Jefferson-Jackson Dinner, I
remember how we danced down the street with the Isiserettes.
(Applause.) 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That's what they were called.
 
     MRS. OBAMA:  It was the Isiserettes -- and a few thousand
folks across the state, as well, were there, too.  So that was
fun.   
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That was fun.
 
     MRS. OBAMA:  And our girls, Malia and Sasha, they still
talk about our visit to the State Fair.  (Applause.)  We had a
ball.  We rode the bumper cars; we slid down that big slide -
- where Barack almost lost Sasha.  (Laughter.)  She flew up --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I held on.
 
     MRS. OBAMA:  It wasn’t pretty.  Wasn’t happy about that. 
(Laughter.)  And, yes, we experienced the magic of our first
fried Twinkie.  (Applause.)  Yes, we did.  Even though you say
I don't let you eat them, you eat what you want.  (Laughter.) 
 
     But we were surrounded by the press, so Barack left and
the girls looked at me and they said, "Oh, I'm so glad Dad is
gone."  (Laughter.)  Now we can have fun.  (Laughter.)  So
after he left, we stayed.  We cut loose.  We stayed until the
fair shut down.  It was a ball.  And I have to say that we're
all very jealous that Barack got to go back to the fair
without us last week.  Did you have a fried Twinkie? 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Pork chop and beer.  (Laughter and
applause.)
 
     MRS. OBAMA:  He's so pleased with himself.  (Laughter.) 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  It was good.  It was tasty. 
 
     MRS. OBAMA:  But in all seriousness, though, because of
those wonderful memories and so many more, I want to start by
saying thank you.  Truly.  Thank you for the kindness,
generosity and love that you have shown our family -- I mean,
throughout the state, consistently.  (Applause.)  Iowa was our
very first experience with a national campaign, truly.  And it
is because of all of you that Malia and Sasha still think
campaigning is fun.  (Laughter.)  They do.  Now, they never
really want to go, but they're like, that was fun. 
(Laughter.) 
 



But more importantly, because of you, Barack and I will
always remember what this process can be at its very best. 
Every election, you all remind us what democracy is all
about.  It's about people getting to know the issues and
discussing them with their neighbors.  It's about meeting your
candidates and getting to know them and their families up
close and personal.

 
I will never forget the very first visit that I made here

back in 2007, and I think it was the very first campaign event
I did, so of course I was nervous.  And it was in the backyard
of someone's home, and I have to admit I really didn’t know
what it would be like.  I hadn't done much campaigning, and
back then people barely even knew who Barack was, let alone
who I was.

 
But the folks in that backyard welcomed me like an old

friend, and within minutes, I was so comfortable that I
remember kicking off my heels and I was standing barefoot in
the grass, just talking and laughing and listening to people's
stories.  And I heard about what was going on in folks' lives
-- the jobs they were juggling, the businesses they were
trying to keep afloat, the kids they hoped to send to college
if they could just find a way to afford it.

 
And the more we talked, the more at home I felt --

because what I learned was that in all of those stories I saw
my story; I saw Barack's story.  I mean, you all know that
story by now.  My father worked at the city water plant his
entire life.  And neither of my parents had a college degree,
but they saved and sacrificed so that my brother and I could
have the kind of education they only dreamed of. 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Whitney Young!
 
MRS. OBAMA:  And while -- Whitney Young?  Oh, my

goodness, that’s my high school.  (Laughter.)  Go, Dolphins! 
(Laughter.) 

 
And while pretty much all of our college tuition came

from student loans and grants, my dad still had to pay a small
portion of that tuition himself.  And every semester, my dad
was determined to pay his little portion of our tuition bill
and to pay it on time -- because he was so proud to be able
to play even just a little part in sending his kids to
college.  So he couldn’t bear the thought that me or my
brother would miss a registration deadline because his check
was late.

 
And really, more than anything else, what I remind people

is that’s what's at stake in this election.  That’s why we're
all here.  That’s what we're working for.  It's that
fundamental promise that no matter who you are or where you
started out, in America, if you work hard you can build a
decent life for yourself and an even better life for your
kids.  (Applause.)  That’s why we're here. 

 
And whether it's equal pay for women or health care for

our families, whether it's supporting our veterans or saving
our auto industry, that's what this man, my husband, has been



fighting for every single day as President.  (Applause.)
 
And the one thing I share with people is that over the

last three and a half years, as First Lady, I have had the
chance to see up close and personal what being President
really looks like.  And I've seen some things.  (Laughter.) 
But seriously, I have seen how the issues that come across the
President's desk are always the hard ones -- the problems with
no clear solutions, the judgment calls where the stakes are so
high and there's absolutely no margin for error.

 
And as President, I’ve seen how you’re going to get all

kinds of advice and opinions from all kinds of people.  But
the truth is that at the end of the day, as President, all you
have to guide you are your values and your vision and your
life experiences.  In the end, it all boils down to who you
are and what you stand for.  (Applause.) 

 
And we all know who my husband is, don’t we? 

(Applause.)  And we all know what he stands for.  (Applause.) 
He is the son of a single mother who struggled to put herself
through school and pay the bills.  He’s the grandson of a
woman who woke up before dawn every day to catch a bus to her
job at the bank.

 
And even though Barack’s grandmother worked hard to help

support his family and she was good at her job, like so many
women, she hit that glass ceiling and watched men no more
qualified than she was -- men she'd actually trained -- climb
up that ladder ahead of her. 

 
So what I remind people is that your President knows what

it means when a family struggles.  This is not a hypothetical
situation for him.  He knows what it means to want something
better for your kids and your grandkids.  (Applause.)  And
that’s why I love him, that’s why I married.  And that’s what
I think about every night when I put Malia and Sasha to bed. 
Sometimes they put me to bed.  (Laughter.)  I can’t stay up
later than them anymore. 

 
But I think about the world that I want to leave for

them, for all of our sons and daughters.  I think about how I
want to give our kids that foundation for their dreams,
opportunities worthy of their promise -- because all of our
children in this country are worthy.  (Applause.)  We all want
to work to give them that sense of limitless possibility, that
belief that here in America, the greatest country on Earth,
there’s always something better out there if you’re willing to
work for it.  (Applause.) 

 
So we know that we can’t turn back now.  We have come so

far, but we have so much more work to do.  And if we keep
moving forward, then we need to work our hearts out for the
man that I have the pleasure of introducing -- (applause) --
my husband and our President, President Barack Obama. 
(Applause.)

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Hello, Dubuque!  (Applause.)  Thank you,

Dubuque.  How is everybody doing today?  (Applause.) 
 



Now, first of all, I, too, just want to thank Jennifer
for not just her introduction, but for serving as a military
spouse and championing the causes that are so important for so
many military families like hers.  And so please give her a
big -- another round of applause.  Thank you for everything
that you do.  Very proud of you.  (Applause.)

 
I also want to acknowledge, sitting next to Jennifer is

Congressman Bruce Braley -- (applause) -- who helped to get
the bill that Jennifer had worked on, based on her experience
with Andrew, passed, and I had the honor of signing into law -
- Congressman Bruce Braley, who is doing a great job on behalf
of our veterans and on behalf of working people here in Iowa. 
(Applause.) 

 
A couple of other friends who are here -- your own

Attorney General -- this guy supported me when nobody could
pronounce my name.  (Laughter.)  Folks would say, Tom, why are
you doing that?  But he is a man of great integrity, a
champion on behalf of consumers nationwide as well as here in
Iowa -- Tom Miller is here.  Give him a big round of
applause.  (Applause.)  Also, your own Mayor -- Mayor Roy Buol
is here.  Give Roy a big round of applause.  (Applause.) 

 
And finally, my wife.  (Applause.)  Now, it is true, I

have not seen her in five days and -- except I caught the end
of Leno.  (Laughter.)  And the only reason that she, I think,
is happy to see me is because she knows that after today, she
gets to go tomorrow and get our girls from sleep-away camp,
and she has been missing them terribly.  So we stand in the
way of her getting to her babies.  (Laughter.) 

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We still love you.  (Laughter.)
 
THE PRESIDENT:  But I have to tell you, when I stand here

and listen to her, I am just reminded how lucky I am, because
she is a woman of strength and integrity and honor. 
(Applause.)   She keeps me straight every single day.  She is
the best mom in the world.  (Applause.)  And she’s cute. 
(Laughter.) 

 
And the problem is, sometimes when I listen to her talk I

start choking up a little bit, and I forget what I’m going to
say.  (Laughter.)  But I could not be prouder of her.  And I
say often -- back in 2008, I said, look, I’m not a perfect
man; I won’t be a perfect President.  I do think she is a
perfect First Lady.  I just want you to know that. 
(Applause.)

 
Now, this is our third day in Iowa.  (Applause.)  And

she’s right, we have been traveling all across the state.  We
did stop at the State Fair.  We stopped to get something to
eat before she showed up, just so there wasn’t any issues --

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Smart man.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Smart man.  (Laughter.)
 
We began the journey in Council Bluffs, and just like

four years ago, we’ve traveled all across this state, west to



east, meeting with you and talking about your lives.  We’ve
driven through Boone and Des Moines and Oskaloosa and
Marshalltown and Waterloo and Cedar Rapids. 

 
We met farmers who've been badly hurt by drought and who

now need us to pass a farm bill.  (Applause.)  We met folks
who've helped Iowa become a leader in wind energy. 
(Applause.) And now they need us to keep investing in clean,
renewable energy.  (Applause.)  This morning I had breakfast
with some of our outstanding veterans who fought under our
proud flag. (Applause.)  And so now we need to serve them just
as well as they’ve served us, and make sure that they’ve got
new jobs and new opportunities and a roof over their heads
when they come home. (Applause.) 

 
And every stop, I’ve got fond memories of the last

campaign -- the campaign we had four years ago.  Every stop,
I’ve gotten reminders of what makes Iowa so special and how
this is where our movement for change happened. (Applause.) 

 
It was because of you.  It was because of your stories

and your strength and your spirit that I had the strength and
the spirit to go through that campaign.  And it’s because of
you that I’ve had the strength to do the job over the last
three and a half years.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Thank you!  (Applause.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And I’ve got to tell you, Iowa, we’re not

done yet.  This journey is not done yet.  We’ve got some
unfinished business to do.  (Applause.)  And I’ve come here to
ask you to stand with me, just like you stood with me in
2008, to finish what we started. (Applause.) 

 
Because less than three months from now, you will face a

choice, and that choice could not be bigger.  This is a choice
not just between two candidates.  It's not just between two
political parties.  More than any election in recent memory,
this is a choice about two fundamentally different visions for
our country, how we move this country forward.  And the
direction that you choose when you walk into that voting booth
will have an impact not just on your lives, but on the lives
of your children and the lives of your grandchildren.  It will
impact us for decades to come. 

 
When we came together in 2008 -- and it wasn’t just

Democrats, we had independents and some Republicans, too -- it
was to restore the basic bargain that built this country, the
basic bargain that made us the most prosperous economy in the
world.  It’s a bargain that says if we work hard, we should
be rewarded.  It's a deal that says if you put in enough
effort, you can find a job that pays the bills.  You can
afford a home that you call your own.  You won't go broke when
you get sick. You can retire with dignity and respect. 
(Applause.)  And, most of all, it's a bargain that says your
kids will get a great education and they'll grow up safe and
healthy.  And they will have opportunities that you couldn't
even dream of; that they will be able to achieve things that
you could have only hoped for. 

 



That's the basic promise of America.  That's the American
Dream.  And we knew that restoring it wouldn't be easy, that
it would take more than one year, or one term, or even one
President -- because we had just gone through a decade in
which the middle class had been taking a lot of hits. 
(Applause.)  Jobs had been getting shipped overseas.  Incomes
and wages were flat or even going down, while the cost of
everything from health care to college were going up.  A few
folks at the top were doing really well, but the average
family was struggling. 

 
And this was before we saw the worst financial crisis

since the Great Depression.  And so many more of our friends
and neighbors and family members lost their jobs and lost
their homes, lost their savings and pushed that American Dream
even further out of reach.

 
So when I ran for this office four years ago, I told you

there were no quick fixes, there were no easy solutions. 
That's still true today.  But what I also told you and what is
also still true today is that we have the capacity to meet
every challenge.  We've got everything we need to meet our
challenges.  (Applause.)  We've still got the best workers in
the world.  (Applause.) We've still got the best
entrepreneurs, and small businessmen and women in the world. 
(Applause.)  We've got the best scientists and researchers in
the world.  We've got the best farmers in the world.  We've
got the best colleges and universities in the world. 
(Applause.) 

 
We are still a young nation and we've got the greatest

diversity of talent and ingenuity -- people want to come here
from every corner of the globe.  So no matter what the
naysayers say, no matter how dark the other side tries to
paint things, there is not another country on Earth that
wouldn't gladly change places with the United States of
America.  (Applause.)

 
Because people understand that even though we go through

some tough times, there is a resilience and grit about this
country.  And this country is the place where if you're
willing to work hard -- no matter what you look like, no
matter where you come from, no matter what your last name is -
- you can make it.  (Applause.) 

 
That's the idea that we were trying to rebuild in 2008. 

That’s the idea that we continue to pursue in 2012.  That is
what this campaign is all about.  And that is why I'm running
for a second term as President of the United States. 
(Applause.) 

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more

years!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, Dubuque, here's the thing -- I told

you all the things we've got going for us.  We do have one
problem -- politics in Washington.

 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 



THE PRESIDENT:  You've got the other side, which has
decided that "compromise" is a dirty word, and thinks the only
way to move forward is to go backwards to the same top-down
economics that got us into this mess in the first place. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You know, Governor Romney chose his

running mate this week -- Congressman Ryan. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, no, no, Congressman Ryan -- I know

him. He's a good man, beautiful family.  He is the ideological
leader of the Republicans in Congress.  He is a articulate
spokesman for Governor Romney's vision.  I just happen to
fundamentally disagree with his vision.  (Applause.)  Their
vision is wrong for working families and it is wrong for the
country. 

 
Look, my opponent and his friends in Congress, they

believe that if you just get rid of more regulations on big
corporations and big banks, and then you give more tax breaks
to the wealthiest Americans, that that will automatically lead
to jobs and prosperity for ordinary families.  And I'm not
exaggerating here, that’s their basic economic plan. 

 
The centerpiece of Governor Romney's economic plan is a

new $5 trillion tax cut -- a lot of it going to the wealthiest
Americans.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, keep in mind, $5 trillion is a lot

of money, even in Washington.  Our entire defense budget is a
little over half a trillion dollars a year, so this tax cut
would be like giving the equivalent of the entire defense
budget in tax cuts -- a lot of it going to very rich people -
- every year for 10 years.

 
Now, these folks say they want to reduce the deficit and

the debt.  So the question is, well, how do you give away $5
trillion and then reduce the deficit?  Well, recently we found
out.  Governor Romney expects you to pay for it --

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  -- expects middle-class families to pick

up the tab.  Governor Romney's tax plan would actually raise
taxes on middle-class families by an average of $2,000 for
families with children.

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER: I don't have $2,000 --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You don’t have $2,000 to spare.  I didn’t

think so. 
 
And, by the way, don’t take my word for it.  This is

based on independent studies that have been done by folks who
analyze this stuff for a living.  They say, look, this will



cost middle-class families with children an average of
$2,000.  And they're asking you to pay an extra 2,000 bucks
not to reduce the deficit, not to help our kids get educated,
not to help kids go to college, not to rebuild our roads or
our bridges or our ports -- they're doing this to give another
$250,000 tax cut to folks who are making $3 million a year or
more. 

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, have you heard this before?
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes! 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  They have been trying to sell this

trickle-down snake oil before.  (Laughter.)  And guess what,
it didn’t work then.  It won't work now.  It’s not a plan to
create jobs.  It’s not a plan to reduce the deficit.  It’s not
a plan to move the economy forward.

 
And, secretly, I think they know this.  I think they know

their plan is not very popular.  You can tell that because
they’re being pretty dishonest about my plan -- especially, by
the way, when it comes to Medicare.  Now, this is something
I’ve got to point out here, because they are just throwing
everything at the wall to see if it sticks.  (Laughter.) 
 

Here’s what you need to know:  I have strengthened
Medicare.  I have made reforms that have saved millions of
seniors with Medicare hundreds of dollars on their
prescription drugs.  (Applause.)  I have proposed reforms that
will save Medicare money by getting rid of wasteful spending
in the health care system -- reforms that will not touch your
Medicare benefits -- not by a dime.

 
Now, Mr. Romney and his running mate have a very

different plan.  They want to turn Medicare into a voucher
program.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  That means seniors would no longer have

the guarantee of Medicare -- they’d get a voucher to buy
private insurance.  And because the voucher wouldn’t keep up
with costs, the plan authored by Governor Romney’s running
mate, Congressman Ryan, would force seniors to pay an extra
$6,400 a year.  And I assume they don’t have it.

 
AUDIENCE:  Booo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  My plan has already extended Medicare by

nearly a decade.  (Applause.)  Their plan ends Medicare as we
know it.  My plan reduces the cost of Medicare by cracking
down on fraud and waste and subsidies to insurance companies. 
Their plan makes seniors pay more so they can give another tax
cut to millionaires and billionaires. 

 
That’s the difference between our plans on Medicare. 

That’s an example of the choice in this election.  And that is
why I’m running for a second term as President of the United



States of America.  (Applause.)  
 
Just like we’ve got a different plan on Medicare, we’ve

got a different economic plan.  You just heard, they want to
give $5 trillion tax cuts -- tax breaks to wealthy Americans
who don’t need them.  Four years ago, I promised to cut
middle-class taxes -- and, Dubuque, that’s exactly what I’ve
done.  (Applause.)  So if you talk to a friend of yours who
says, oh, those Democrats, they’re all tax-and-spend liberals,
you tell them the average middle-class family, their taxes are
about $3,600 lower since I’ve become President.  (Applause.) 

 
And right now, what I want to do is to keep taxes right

where they are for the first $250,000 of everybody’s income. 
If your family makes under $250,000 -- like 98 percent of
American families do and 97 percent of small businesses do --
you won’t see your income taxes increase by a single dime next
year.  (Applause.)  Now, if you’re fortunate enough to be in
the other 2 percent --

 
AUDIENCE MEMBER:  I wish!  (Laughter.) 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  If you’re fortunate enough to be in the

other 2 percent, you still get a tax cut on your first
$250,000.  But all we’re asking is for the next little bit
that you make you can afford to contribute a little bit more,
above $250,000, so that we can pay down our deficit in a
responsible, balanced way, and invest in things like education
that help America grow.  (Applause.) 

 
Now, that alone won't cut our deficit.  We're going to

have to still make sure government does its part.  We've
already cut a trillion dollars' worth of spending that we
don't need, and we can do more to make government more
efficient.  We have to do more.  But we're not going to
reduce the deficit just on the backs of the middle class. 

 
So I think it makes sense to ask folks like me who've

been incredibly blessed to go back to the rates that we paid
under Bill Clinton -- a time, by the way, when nearly 23
million new jobs were created, we went from deficit to surplus
-- (applause) -- and here's the kicker -- we created a lot of
millionaires, too.  (Laughter.)  And the reason is, is because
the economy, when you look back on American history, always
works best when the middle class is doing well.  (Applause.)

 
Let me ask you something.  When a teacher or a

construction worker or a receptionist or a firefighter -- when
you get a little extra money in your pocket, what do you do?

 
AUDIENCE:  Spend it!
 
THE PRESIDENT:  You spend it.  Because times are tight

and maybe you've been driving around in that old beater, you
had that car for 10 years and you decide it's about time to
trade it in.  Or maybe you think now is the time I can
finally buy a new computer for my kid who is about to go to
college.  Or maybe I'll go to a restaurant, or, heaven forbid,
I take a vacation once in a while.  (Laughter.)  And what
happens is that suddenly businesses have more customers and



they make more profits.  And so folks at the top are doing
very well, but the businesses -- because they're more
profitable -- now they're hiring more workers, who then have
more money, who then buy more products, who then give
businesses more customers.  (Applause.) 

 
That's how you grow an economy -- not from the top down,

from the middle out, from the bottom up, giving everybody a
fair shot.  (Applause.)  That's the choice in this election,
and that's why I'm running for a second term as President,
because that's what I believe.  That's my vision for the
future.  (Applause.)

 
On just about every issue, Governor Romney and I just

have a different opinion.  When the auto industry was on the
brink of collapse, more than a million jobs at stake, Governor
Romney said let's "let Detroit go bankrupt."  I said let's bet
on American workers.  And we got workers and management
together, and they changed how they were doing business.  And
three years later, the American auto industry is back on top. 
(Applause.)  That's what I believe.  That's the kind of
America we need.  (Applause.)

 
So now I want American manufacturing back in America. 

(Applause.)  I want to stop giving tax breaks to companies
that are shipping jobs overseas.  Let's give those tax breaks
to companies that are investing right here in Dubuque, right
here in the Quads, right here in Iowa -- in Cleveland and
Raleigh.  (Applause.)  Let's put people back to work. 
(Applause.)

 
Governor Romney likes to say, well, you know what, I know

how to fix the economy, because I've been in the private
sector.  Well, it turns out that a lot of that experience was
investing in companies that were called "pioneers" in
outsourcing.  We don't need folks who know how to outsource. 
We need folks who are working to insource, to create jobs
here, and hire American workers so we sell American products
around the world stamped with three proud words:  Made In
America.  That's what I believe.  (Applause.) 

 
On energy, Governor Romney has said that he wants to get

rid of the tax credit for wind energy -- doesn't believe in --
he says these sources of energy are "imaginary."  Congressman
Ryan calls them a "fad".  He needs to come to Iowa.  He'll
find out that there are 7,000 jobs in this state that depend
on the wind industry.  These jobs aren't a "fad."  They're the
future.  (Applause.)

 
We should stop giving $4 billion of taxpayer subsidies to

oil companies that are making money every time you go to the
pump.  Let's start investing in clean energy that will create
jobs and secure our future.  That's a difference in this
election.  (Applause.)

 
I want to make sure that our kids are getting the best

education in the world.  (Applause.)  I was just visiting some
teachers before -- Cascade Middle School, right before I came
here.  Aren't you supposed to be at the in-service over there?
  (Laughter.)  I won't tell.  Just don't get photographed. 



(Laughter.)   
 
And we had this great meeting -- and folks don't go into

teaching for the money.  They go into it because they believe
in our kids, they believe in our future.  (Applause.)  But
school districts all across Iowa and all across the country
are having a tough time -- budget cuts, teacher layoffs.  So
I've said let's help local school districts to make sure they
can hire great teachers, especially in math and science, where
we've got to really do better in terms of our performance. 
(Applause.)  Let’s make sure that 2 million more people can go
to community colleges to train for the jobs that businesses
are hiring for right now.  And let's bring down college
tuitions once and for all for young people -- because higher
education is not a luxury.  It's an economic necessity for
young people.  (Applause.)

 
Back in 2008, I said I would end the war in Iraq -- we

ended it.  (Applause.)  I said we would go after al Qaeda and
bin Laden -- we did.  (Applause.)  We are transitioning and
bringing our troops out of Afghanistan.  And so after a decade
of war -- I say to folks none of this could have been
accomplished if it hadn't been for our amazing men and women
in uniform.  (Applause.)  So we've got to make investments to
make sure that they're getting the services that they have
earned, because they should never have to fight for a job when
they have fought for this country.  (Applause.) 

 
And let's take half the money that we can save after a

decade of war, and let's do some nation-building here at
home.  Let's hire some hardhats to get on the job rebuilding
roads and bridges, schools.  That’s good for the economy. 
That’s where we need to take America.  (Applause.)  

 
Governor Romney says his big economic plan -- in addition

to these tax cuts for the wealthy -- he wants to kill
Obamacare.  Get rid of it.

 
AUDIENCE:  Nooo --
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Now, first of all, I want you to know I

kind of like the term “Obamacare.”  (Laughter.)  Because I do
care.  That’s why I passed the bill.  I care about folks with
preexisting conditions -- which is why, because of this law,
they'll be able to get health insurance.  (Applause.)  I care
about the 6.5 million young people who can now stay on their
parent's plan because of Obamacare.  (Applause.)  I care about
the seniors who have seen discounts on their prescription
drugs.  We're closing the doughnut hole because of the law
that we passed.  (Applause.) 

 
So if Mr. Romney and Congressman Ryan want to spend the

next two and a half years having the same argument we had
about health care all over again, they can feel free to try to
do it.  But the Supreme Court has spoken.  It is the law of
the land.  We are moving forward to give every American the
health security that they deserve.  That is the difference in
this election.  (Applause.) 

 
On all these issues -- health care, manufacturing,



education -- all these things that go into creating a solid,
secure middle-class life, all these issues tie together.  It
goes back to what Michelle was talking about and what I
started off with, and that is who we are, our values.  You
know, we've gone through tough times, but what hasn't changed
is our character.  Americans are tough and we are resilient
and we may get knocked down, but we bounce back up. 

 
And the other thing that we understand is what our

parents and our grandparents and our great-grandparents taught
us, which is, if you work hard, this is the country to be. 
(Applause.)  That you may meet some barriers some times, there
may be some hurdles, but you can't be stopped when you decide
on something. 
And that’s what's at stake in this election.  Do we affirm
those values and pass them on to our kids and our grandkids
just like we got them from our parents and our grandparents? 
 

Now, over the next three months you are going to see more
negative ads than you've ever seen in your life.  You've
already seen them.  And these folks on the other side, I
mean, they're just writing $10 million checks.  Governor
Romney obviously has got more friends than I do that can write
$10 million checks.  (Laughter.)  And they are just -- they
are running these ads, and they're not selling a plan to
create jobs or to grow the economy or revive the middle
class.  Basically, they've got one message, and that is, the
economy is not where it should be and it's Obama's fault. 

 
And they're just going to say it over and over again. 

Over and over again.  You're going to get sick of it -- you
already are.  And you know, I've got to admit, I would be
worried, given the amount of money that is being spent, if it
weren't for Iowa; if it weren't for what I remember about
2008.  See, we've been outspent before.  We've been counted
out before.  But what I know is, when the American people cut
through the nonsense and they focus on what's important, and
when they remember what it means for us to have a country
where everybody gets a fair shot and everybody does their fair
share and everybody plays by the same set of rules -- when you
guys decide what's important, you can't be stopped.  When you
pull together, you've got more power than any guy who is
writing a $10 million check.  (Applause.)

 
And so, Iowa, I'm going to need your help one more time,

here, to finish the job.  (Applause.)  We've got more schools
to build.  We've got more folks to put back to work. 
(Applause.)  We've got more roads to build.  We've got more
young people to send to college.  We've got more troops to
come home.  (Applause.)  And if you are willing to stand with
me, and work with me, and make some phone calls with me and
knock on some doors with me, if you're still fired up, if you
are still ready to go like I am, I promise you we will win
Iowa.  We will win this election.  We will finish what we
started.  And you and I together will remind the world why
America is the greatest nation on Earth.

 
God bless you, and God bless the United States of

America.  (Applause.)
 



                                          
  END               1:17 P.M. CDT
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     MRS. OBAMA:  Yeah!  (Applause.)  It is so great to be here to see all of you!  I am thrilled
-- beyond thrilled!  (Applause.)  Oh, my goodness, this is good stuff.  (Applause.)
 

Before I begin, because as we've seen the last few days unfold, it’s important to take a
moment to make sure we send our thoughts and prayers out to everyone affected by Hurricane Sandy.
I know, like you, all of you, the President and I, we are heartbroken about the lives that have
been lost and the damage that has been done in so many of our communities.  And as you know, your
President has been working around the clock with governors and mayors and our extraordinary first
responders to make sure that they have all the support and resources they need.

 
And here’s the thing.  When we face tragedy in this country, we come together.  That is the

beauty of America.  And I know we will continue to come together as one American family to help
our fellow citizens recover from this devastating storm.  So we cannot do this until we
acknowledge what is going on in this country, so I just want to thank you all -- and keep sending
your prayers and your support.  (Applause.)

 
I also want to start by thanking Wendy for that very kind introduction and for everything

she’s doing for this campaign.  Let’s give Wendy a round of applause.  (Applause.)  And I'm going
to thank one of my dear friends who I miss seeing since I've visited Florida -- Grace Nelson, who
is here.  Grace, I love you. Thank you -- thank you for your outstanding job in the Senate, for
your husband’s job, and thank you for your friendship and your kind words.  We love you so much. 
(Applause.)

 
And of course, I understand you got to hear from Marc Anthony, right?  (Applause.)  He gave

some wonderful remarks and we are thrilled he could be with us today, and we are grateful for his
support.  He’s just been just focused and fired up and ready to go -- just like all of you.  And
I'm glad you all are here joining us.  (Applause.)  

 
Are we fired up and ready to go?  (Applause.)  I love it!  Because I have to tell you I'm

feeling pretty fired up and ready to go.  Because in just five days -- can you believe, five days 
-- (applause) -- we have the opportunity to re-elect such a decent, honest man -- (applause) -- a
man whose courage and integrity we have seen every day for the last four years, the man I have
known and loved for 23 years -- my husband, our President, Barack Obama.  (Applause.)  That's why
we're here.
 

And I have to tell you that’s really what made me fall in love with my husband.  It’s his
character.  It’s his compassion, his conviction, his commitment to helping others.  And that has
been the man I have known all of our time together.  I love that Barack was also so devoted to his
family.  I watched for that, ladies.  (Laughter.)  That was important.  When we first met I looked
for that in a man -- in this man.  (Applause.)   Especially his devotion to the women in his
life.  (Applause.)   I saw the respect that he had for his own mother.  I saw how proud he was
that she was able to put herself through school and still support him and his sister as a single
mom. 

 
And I definitely saw the tenderness he felt for his grandmother.  I saw how grateful he was

that long after she should have retired, she was still waking up every morning, catching that bus
to her job at the community bank.  And he also watched as she was passed over for promotions year
after year simply because she was a woman.  But here’s something he learned from her -- he saw how
she kept on getting up every day, year after year, without complaint or regret. 

 
See, here’s the thing -- with Barack, I found a real connection, because in his life story I

saw so much of my own.  Growing up on the South Side of Chicago, I watched my father make that
same uncomplaining journey every day to his job at the city water plant.  And I saw how he carried
himself with that dignity, with that same pride that comes from being able to provide for your
family, that same hope that his kids would one day have opportunities he never dreamed of. 

 
And here’s the thing about this country -- see, like so many families in this country, our

families weren’t asking for much.  They didn’t want much.  And they didn’t begrudge anyone else’s
success; in fact, the admired it.  They didn’t mind if others had much more than they did.  That’s
why they pushed us to be the very best we could be. 

 
But they simply believed in that fundamental American promise that even if you don’t start

out with much, if you work hard, if you do what you’re supposed to do, then you should be able to
build a decent life for yourself and an even better life for your kids and grandkids.  (Applause.)

 
See, and they also believed in something really important as well, that when you’ve worked

hard -- young people, your hear me? When you’ve worked, when you’ve done well, when you finally
have walked through that doorway of opportunity, here’s what you don't do:  You don't slam it shut
behind you.  You reach back and you give other folks the same chances that helped you succeed. 
(Applause.)
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That’s how Barack and I and I know so many of you -- that's how we were raised.  And more
than anything else, that is what this election is all about.  It’s a choice.  It’s a choice about
our values, about our hopes, our aspirations.  It’s a choice about the America we want to leave
for our kids and our grandkids.

 
What does that America look like?  What do we believe in?  We believe in an America where

every child has access to good schools -- schools that push them and inspire them, and prepare
them for good jobs of the future.  We believe in an America where no one goes broke or loses a
home because someone gets sick or lost their job.  (Applause.) 

 
We believe in an America where we all understand that none of us gets where we are on our

own, and where we treat everyone with dignity and respect -- from the teachers who inspire us to
the janitors who keep our schools clean.  (Applause.)  In this America that we are working to
build, we believe that the truth matters.  And you don't take shortcuts or game the system. 

 
And finally, we believe in keeping our priorities straight.  We all know good and well that

cutting Sesame Street is no way to balance our budget.  (Applause.)  We know better than that. 
Instead, we need to cut wasteful spending, yes -- but we have to make smart investments in things
like education and infrastructure for an economy built to last.  And that is what my husband
stands for.  (Applause.)  That’s the country he’s been working to build for four years. 
(Applause.)

 
See, and since the day he took office, on issue after issue, crisis after crisis, that is

exactly what we have seen in our President. 
 
So think back to when Barack first took office -- our economy was on the brink of collapse. 

You don't have to take my word for it.  Newspapers were using words like "meltdown," "calamity;"
declaring "Wall Street implodes," "Economy in Shock." Do you remember that?  See, because the auto
industry was in crisis.  This economy was losing 800,000 jobs a month.  And a lot of folks
wondered whether we were headed for another Great Depression. 

 
And this is what Barack faced on day one as President.  See, but instead of pointing fingers

and placing blame, your President got to work, because he was thinking about folks like my dad and
like his grandmother.  And that’s why he cut taxes for small businesses and for working families -
- because he understands that teachers and firefighters should not pay higher tax rates than
millionaires and billionaires.  (Applause.)  Not in America. That's not right.  We know that’s not
right. 

 
And that’s why, while some folks were willing to let the auto industry go under -- you

remember that?  You know who I’m talking about?  With more than a million jobs -- you hear me --a
million jobs that would have been lost, Barack had the backs of the American workers.  And that’s
why today, the auto industry in America is back on its feet again.  (Applause.) 

 
And while we still have a way to go to completely rebuild this economy, let me tell you,

there are more and more signs every day that we’re headed in the right direction.  Exports have
grown by 45 percent.  Manufacturers have added 500,000 jobs.  We have had 31 straight months --
the majority of this presidency -- of private sector job growth -- a total of 5.2 million new jobs
that have been created right here in the United States of America under this President. 
(Applause.)

 
Now, when it comes to giving our young people the education they deserve, see, Barack knows

that like me, and like so many of you, we never could have attended college without financial aid 
-- never.  (Applause.)  We would not be standing here if not for financial aid.  So when it comes
to student debt, trust me, Barack and I, we've been there.  This is not a hypothetical for us.

 
And that’s why Barack doubled funding for Pell grants, fought hard to keep interest rates

down on student loans.  (Applause.)  Because you have a President that understands that ever young
person in this country deserves access to college in an affordable way.  (Applause.) 

 
And then finally, when it comes to understanding the lives of women -- (applause) -- my

husband you know will always have our backs.  Because Barack knows from personal experience what
it means for a family when women aren’t treated fairly in the workplace.  And that’s why the very
first bill he signed into law as President was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, to help women get
equal pay for equal work.  (Applause.)  And that is why he will always, always fight to ensure
that we as women can make our own decisions about our bodies and our health care.  (Applause.) 

And as Wendy mentioned in her introduction, we cannot forget about the health reform that he
passed.  Because of that reform insurance companies can no longer charge women more than men for
the same coverage.  (Applause.)  Also because of this reform, they won't be able to discriminate
against you because you have a preexisting condition like diabetes or asthma.  (Applause.)

 
Our seniors on Medicare are saving [paying] hundreds less for their prescription drugs. 

(Applause.)  And as Wendy said, our young folks can stay on their parent’s insurance until they’re
26 years old.  (Applause.)

 
And here’s the other thing about Obamacare.  If you get a life-threatening illness and you

need real expensive care, insurance companies can no longer tell you, sorry, you’ve hit your
lifetime limit and we're not paying a penny more.  That is now illegal because of health reform. 
(Applause.)

 
So here we are, five days out.  And when you’re out there talking to folks -- and I know

you’re going to be out there, right? 
 
AUDIENCE:  Yes!
 
MRS. OBAMA:  When you’re out there talking to folks who are trying to decide who will keep

America moving forward for four more years, I want you to tell them a few specific things about
Barack Obama.

 
Tell them what he has done for our economy, our health care and our education.  But also

remind them that this was the President that ended the war in Iraq, took out Osama bin Laden. 
(Applause.)  This was the President that is fighting every day so that veterans and military
families to get the benefits that they have earned.  (Applause.)  

 
Remind them about all the young immigrants in this country who will no longer live in fear of

being deported from the only country they’ve ever called home.  (Applause.)  Tell them about our



brave servicemembers who will never again have to lie about who they are to serve the country they
love.  (Applause.)

 
If they need to know more, send them to BarackObama.com/plans -- our website.  They can learn

about all the concrete plans that Barack has for the next four years to create more jobs, to
reduce our deficit, and so much more. 

 
But here’s what I really want you to tell them about this man.  You tell them that Barack

Obama knows the American Dream because he’s lived it.  (Applause.)  And he has been fighting every
day -- do you hear me, every day -- so that everyone of us in this country can have that same
opportunity, no matter who we are, or where we’re from, or what we look like, or who we love. 
(Applause.)  

 
But let’s be clear.  While is so proud of all that we have achieved together, my husband is

nowhere near satisfied.  Of all the people on the planet, Barack knows all too well that too many
folks are still hurting.  And as President Clinton said, it is going to take a lot longer than
four years to finish rebuilding an economy from the brink of collapse.  (Applause.) 
 

But here’s what I know I have seen for the past four years. Know this:  Together, slowly but
surely, we have been pulling ourselves out of that hole we started in.  We have been moving
forward, and making real, meaningful change.  (Applause.) 

 
So over the next five days, we have got to ask ourselves a simple question.  Are we going to

turn around and go back to the same policies that got us into this hole in the first place?  Are
we just going to sit back and watch everything we worked for and fought for to just slip away? 

 
AUDIENCE:  No!
 

     MRS. OBAMA:  Or are we going to keep moving this country forward?  What are we going to do? 
(Applause.)  I want to go forward!  What are we going to do?
 
     AUDIENCE:  Forward!
 
     MRS. OBAMA:  We’ve got to go forward.  (Applause.) 
 
     But here’s the thing.  In the end, the answer to these questions is on us now.  It’s all on
us.  Because, believe me, all of our hard work, all of the progress we’ve made -- know this -- it
is all on the line.  It’s no joke.  It’s all at stake this Tuesday.
 
     And as my husband has said, the only thing guaranteed is that this election will be even
closer than the last one.  And it is all going to come down to what happens in just a few key
battleground states like right here in Florida.  (Applause.)  And let me help put it in
perspective.  I do this everywhere I go.  Let’s take you back to 2008 to understand the power that
you have.
 
     Here in Florida, we won by about 236,000 votes.  It might sound like a lot, but when you
break that number down across precincts, that is just 36 votes per precinct.  You hear me?  Thirty
six!  Look around this room.  Right, this room alone could make the difference.  See, because that
could mean just one vote in your neighborhood -- one!  Just one more vote in your apartment
building or on your college campus.  Just one.  (Applause.) 
 
     So if there is anyone out there -- if there is anyone you know out there who might be
thinking that their vote doesn’t matter, that their vote and involvement doesn’t count, that in
this complex political process that ordinary folks can’t possibly make a difference, see, I want
you to think about those 36 votes. See, because you know 36 people.  Everybody knows 36 people. 
And you know 36 people who didn’t vote in 2008.  So I want you to think about how with just a few
more hours knocking on some doors, or making some phone calls, with just a few more hours getting
folks to the polls on Election Day, just a few of you here -- shoot, look at this room; this room
here alone could swing an entire precinct for Barack Obama.  (Applause.)  And when we win enough
precincts, we will win this state, and we’ll be well on our way to putting Barack back in the
White House for four more years.  (Applause.) 
 
     So we’ve got a plan, and it involves you.  You are at the core of this plan.  Before you
leave today, sign up to volunteer -- just a couple more days.  Weekend -- just give your weekend,
just hand it over.  (Laughter.)  But for the next five days, we need every single one of you to
talk to everyone you know.  Don’t leave any stone unturned -- not a friend, not a neighbor, not a
cousin.  We don’t care if you haven’t spoken to him in a year, call him.  (Laughter.)  Get them
out to vote.
 
     And if you can, get them to vote early.  I voted early.  (Applause.)  We’ve got a lot of
early voters.  See, because I want to spend Election Day getting other people out to the polls,
motivating other people, reminding people.  We’re going to be on the phone, on the TV, on the
radio just reminding people.  And I hope you all do the same.
 
     See, because the other thing about early voting is that life happens.  Election Day is one
day.  And when you’re talking about a difference of 36 votes, we can’t afford anybody to wake up
and their car is broken down, they don’t feel well, the babysitter is late, the boss made you work
overtime -- anything can happen.  So vote early. 
 
     And here in Florida, you can vote early through Saturday at your county supervisor of
elections’ office and many of the libraries and the city hall.  So, as Wendy said, you can leave
here after we’re done and go vote.  (Applause.) 
 
     But whether you vote early or whether you vote on the 6th, you can also go to
vote.barackobama.com to learn how and where to vote.  You can go on that website and find out
anything, anywhere in the country.  So use that as a resource to make your voices heard. 
 

Now, that’s our plan.  You do understand that you are critical to the plan, right? 
(Applause.)  And with less than a week to go until Election Day, make no mistake about it:  What
we all do for these next five days will absolutely make the difference between us waking up on
Election Day and asking ourselves, could I have done more, or feeling the promise of four more
years.  See, and I only want to feel that promise.  I don’t know about you.

 
So from now until November the 6th, we need you to keep working and struggling and pushing

forward.  See, because here’s the thing.  That is how change always happens in this country.  And



I’m really talking to our young people.  (Applause.)  Because we know from our history that change
is hard, and it requires patience and tenacity -- shoot, life is hard.  But if we keep showing up,
if we keep fighting the good fight and doing what we know in our hearts is right, then eventually
we get there.  You have to know this.  We always do. 

 
That is why we have every reason to be optimistic about what lies ahead, because we know that

here in America we always move forward.  We never go back.  We always make progress.  (Applause.) 
And in the end, that’s what this is about.  That’s what elections are always about.  Don’t let
anybody fool you.  Don’t let anybody tell you differently.  Elections are always about hope. 

 
What kind of hope am I talking about?  The hope that I saw on my father’s face as I crossed

the stage to get my college diploma -- the diploma he took out loans to help me get.  (Applause.) 
The hope Barack’s grandmother felt as she cast her ballot for the grandson she loved and raised. 
That kind of hope. The hope of all those men and women in our lives who worked that extra shift
for us, who saved and sacrificed and prayed so that we could stand here.  We are here because of
them.  That kind of hope.  (Applause.)  The hope that so many of us see when we look into the eyes
of our kids and our grandkids.  

 
That is why we are here today.  See, because we want all our kids to have that solid

foundation for their dreams.  We’re here for our kids.  We want to give all of our children
opportunities worthy of their promise, because we all know -- I don’t care who you vote for, you
all know in this country that all of our children are worthy.  They’re all worthy.  We want to
give them that sense of limitless possibility, that belief that here in America, the greatest
country on the planet, there is always something better out there if you’re willing to work for
it.  (Applause.) 

 
So here’s what I tell myself every day as First Lady:  We cannot turn back now.  We will not

turn back now.  (Applause.)  We have come so far, but we have so much more work to do. 
 
So here’s my last question.  Florida, are you in this?  (Applause.)  Are you fired up? 

(Applause.)  Are you ready to go? (Applause.)  You get out there and vote like you’ve never voter
before.  (Applause.)  Work hard.  Five days for four more years! That’s what we need from you. 
Get it done.  We’re going to be working hard. 

 
We love you, guys.  God bless.
 

                             END                4:01 P.M. EDT
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     PRESIDENT CLINTON:  Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 
Thank you for being here to ensure the reelection of President
Obama and Vice President Biden.  I thank you very much. 
(Applause.)
 
     You know, I was worried about getting half a step slow
doing this because my whole life is my foundation now.  I’m a
little rusty at politics.  (Laughter.)  But this is my --
wait, wait, wait.  This is my third event tonight where I am
the warm-up act for the President.  (Applause.)  So I am about
to get my steps down and my rhythm going, you know? 
 
     Here’s what I want to say.  Your presence here tonight is
important.  Your support is important.  And perhaps, most
important of all, your willingness to leave here and talk to
people about this election not just in New York but all across
this country is profoundly important.  (Applause.)  Because
I’ve found there’s a lot of murkiness out there.  So let me
just be as simple as I can.  I don't think it’s important to
reelect the President; I think it’s essential to reelect the
President -- if we want this country to go in the right
direction.  (Applause.)
And I want to explain why. 
 

I know things are not perfect now.  I know they're a
little slow now.  But let me just remind you that when the
President took office a little over three years ago, in the
month he took the oath of office we lost 800,000 jobs. 
Starting on September the 15th, we entered the deepest crash
since the Great Depression.  If you look at history, those
things take five or 10 years to get over, and if there’s a
housing collapse along with it, closer to 10 years.  He’s on
schedule to beat that record. 
 

And so we have to go out to people who are still hurting,
who are still uncertain, and who hear the airways full of
contradictory assertions, and basically give them the facts. 
And here they are:  In the last 27 months, this economy has
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created 4.3 million private sector jobs.  (Applause.)  That is
-- to give you some perspective on how many that is, that's 60
percent more private sector jobs that were created in the
seven years and eight months of the previous administration
before the financial meltdown -- (applause) -- and about the
same number per month as were created during the time I had
the honor of serving.

 
Now, second thing -- they tell you how terrible his

health care bill is.  It’s hard for them since Governor
Romney’s finest act as governor was to sign a bill with the
individual mandate in it, which he has now renounced.  But let
me tell you a couple things about it.  Number one, for the
first time in 50 years we have had two years in a row where
health care costs have only gone up 4 percent -- first time
in 50 years.
 
     Number two, the American people this year got $1.3
billion in refunds on their health care premiums -- because
you’ve got to spend 85 percent of that premium on health care
today, not profits or promotion.  (Applause.)   Number three,
there are 2.6 million young people, 26 and under, who are
insured today for the first time because they’re on their
parent’s policy.  (Applause.) 

So -- and look, this is a huge deal.  I talk to people
in this business all over America.  They would be mortified if
this bill were repealed because they say we’re finally making
progress.  We’re going to stop paying for procedures, start
paying for performance.  We’re going to have plans that will
bring our cost down in line with our competitor and improve
the quality of care.  People in health care -- the President
and I just came from an event and there were two woman doctors
who said, we are doctors for health care reform and we are
here because we can see it working already, that it’s coming. 
(Applause.)
 
     Now, manufacturing is coming back for the first time
since the 1990s.  Green tech jobs, in spite of the attacks
from Governor Romney and the Republicans, grew at twice the
rate of other jobs after the economic downturn, and paid 35
percent more.
 
     The automobile industry was headed for a calamity, and
two of the great auto companies in America were saved by a
financial agreement that had management, labor and government
restructuring the company.  There are 80,000 more people
making cars today than there were when Barack Obama became
President.  (Applause.)  And 1.5 million people had their jobs
saved.  (Applause.)
 
     Car mileage standards are going to be doubled because of
an agreement between management and labor, and the
environmental groups and government.  And as we double those
car mileage standards, 150,000 high-paying jobs will be
created, creating the new technologies to make it possible.
 
     And I could give you 50 more things, but you get the
idea.  Why aren’t things roaring along now?  Because Europe is
in trouble and because the Republican Congress has adopted the
European economic policy.  Who would have thought, after years



and years, even decades, in which the Republican right
attacked "old Europe," that they would embrace the economic
policies of the eurozone -- austerity and unemployment now at
all costs.  (Laughter.)  I mean after all, their unemployment
rate is 11 percent, and ours is 8 -- we can get right up
there if we just adopt their policies.  (Laughter and
applause.)
 
     You’re laughing, but you need to tell people this. 
That's what they're being asked to vote for.  They're being
asked to reject a President who has tried to give us a 21st
century economic policy, and said, no, no, growth and jobs now
-- broad-based growth, fair growth that includes all
Americans.  Then we’ll put the hammer down on the spending to
avoid the debt exploding at the time when economic growth
occurs so that we won’t have high interest rates and we won’t
kill off the recovery.
 
     The Republican policy is the reverse.  Governor Romney
says, no, austerity and unemployment now, and then when we --
if we ever get out of this thing, then we’re going to cut
taxes so much, we’ll explode the debt then and see just how
high we can drive interest rates, and how we can make the
economy -- that is their economic policy.  It was their
economic policy, and it is. And it doesn't work. 
 
     So we’re laughing, we’re having a good time tonight.  The
night belongs to the President and to you.  But I’m telling
you, I spent a lifetime in public service and now with my
foundation, desperately trying to figure out how to give
people a better chance -- desperately trying to figure out how
to create jobs.  (Applause.)  And he analyzed this situation
properly.  He did the best he could with a lousy hand.  And
he will do better if the American people said, no, we don't
want to go back to what got us in trouble in the first
place.  Give us a 21st century economy we can all be a part
of.  (Applause.)  
 

That's what President Obama will do.  Let’s bring him on
with a big hand!  Stand up for the President!  (Applause.)
 
     PRESIDENT OBAMA:  Thank you.  (Applause.)  Thank you. 
Thank you.  Thank you.  (Applause.)  It is good to be back on
Broadway! (Applause.)  But before I get to this unbelievable
opening act -- (laughter) -- let me thank my producer.  That’s
usually what you do when you’re on Broadway.  (Laughter.) 
Margo Lion has been such a great friend of mine for so long. 
(Applause.)  Bill, during the campaign, Margo set up I think a
couple of these.
 

And for all those who performed tonight, I could not be
more grateful and more appreciative.  Many of you have put in
a lot of time and effort, not just this time out but last time
out.  And it is just a great joy to be with all of you.  But
Margo especially -- I just want to give her a public
acknowledgment because she has been a great friend. 
(Applause.)
 
     Before we get to the some of the more serious items, I
do want to just share a quick story about Margo.  Shortly



after I had been elected -- Bill can relate to this -- the
Secret Service bubble shrinks and it starts really clamping
down.  (Laughter.)  And the thing that you miss most when
you’re President -- extraordinary privilege, and really nice
plane and all kinds of stuff -- (laughter) -- but suddenly,
not only have you lost your anonymity, but your capacity to
just wander around and go into a bookstore, or go to a coffee
shop, or walk through Central Park. 

So I was saying -- it was a beautiful day and I had just
been driving through Manhattan, and I saw Margo.  And I said,
you know, I just desperately want to take a walk through
Central Park again, and just remember what that feels like. 
But the problem is, obviously, it’s hard to do now.  And so my
idea has been to see if I was -- if I got a disguise --
(laughter) -- could I pull this off.  (Laughter.) 
 

And so Margo thought about it, and about a week later I
got this fake moustache -- (laughter) -- that I guess she got
from one of the makeup artists on Broadway.  And I tried it on
and I thought it looked pretty good.  (Laughter.)  But when I
tested this scheme with the Secret Service, they said it
didn’t look good enough.  (Laughter.) 

 
But I kept it.  I have kept this moustache just in case

in the second term I -- (laughter and applause.)  So if you --
so if a couple years from now you see a guy with big ears and
a moustache -- (laughter) -- just pretend you don’t know who
it is. Just look away.  (Laughter.)  Eating a hotdog, you
know.  (Laughter.)  Going through the -- you know. 

 
I want to thank Bill Clinton – (applause) -- not only for

the extraordinary support that he’s shown tonight and the
support he’s showing throughout this campaign, not only for
the fact that he is as good at breaking down what’s at stake
at any given moment in our history, his inexhaustible energy
and knowledge, the work that he’s doing around the world on
behalf of folks in need -- but I also want to thank him for
his legacy.  (Applause.) Because in many ways Bill Clinton
helped to guide the Democratic Party out of the wilderness –-
(applause) -- and to lay the groundwork for a sensible,
thoughtful, common-sense, progressive agenda that is important
to remember at this moment. 

 
When many of us came together in 2008, we came together

not just because of me.  In fact, folks weren’t sure whether I
was going to win.  When you support a guy named Barack Hussein
Obama, the odds are always -- (laughter) -- a little long. 
But we came together because of a shared commitment we made to
each other as American citizens, a basic compact that defines
this country -- that says if you're willing to work hard, if
you're willing to take responsibility, then there's nothing
you can't accomplish.  It doesn’t matter where you come from,
what you look like, whether you're black, white, Hispanic,
Asian, Native American, gay, straight, able, disabled -- it
doesn’t matter -- that you've got a stake in this country. 
You've got a claim on this country. (Applause.)  And if you're
willing to work hard, you can make it if you try in the United
States of America.  (Applause.)

 
And in 2008, we understood that that compact seemed like



it was eroded.  A few people were doing very well, but more
and more people seemed to be struggling to get by.  We had
squandered a surplus on tax cuts for folks who didn’t need
them and weren't even asking for them.  (Applause.)  We had
paid for two wars on a credit card.  Because we hadn't
enforced basic rules of the marketplace, we saw more and more
of our economy built on speculation and financial schemes that
were inherently unstable. And it all came crashing down in the
worst crisis that we've seen in our lifetimes. 

 
But part of the reason why we understood both what was

possible and what had been lost was because of our memories of
Bill Clinton's tenure as President -- (applause) -- and our
recognition that there's no contradiction between growing an
economy and making sure that everybody is taking part -- in
fact, that’s how you grow an economy, is because you're giving
everybody a shot and everybody is doing their fair share, and
everybody is playing by the same set of rules. 
 

We understood there’s no contradiction between economic
growth and caring for our environment; that, in fact, if we
make smart investments in clean energy, that’s an entire
industry of the future that can put people back to work.
 
     We understood that there wasn’t a contradiction between
being fiscally responsible, but also making sure that kids got
Head Start, kids could go to college, and we were investing in
basic science and basic research.  This wasn’t some fantasy of
ours.  This wasn’t some pie in the sky, wild imaginings.  We'd
seen it.  We knew it was possible.  And that’s what we fought
for. 
 

Of course, we didn’t know at the time that we were going
to see this incredible crisis -- 3 million jobs lost in the
six months before the election, and 800,000 lost the month I
was sworn into office. 
 

But here’s one thing we understood.  The campaign taught
us this -- the incredible resilience and the incredible
strength of the American people.  (Applause.)   And so part of
what allowed us to fight our way out of this hole was some
tough decisions that we made -- to save the auto industry even
when some people said, let’s let Detroit go bankrupt  --
(applause) -- and getting management and workers together to
save over a million jobs.  And now GM is back on top.  The
American auto industry is making better cars than ever. 
(Applause.)  
 
     We made tough decisions to make sure that credit was
flowing again to businesses large and small, and they could
keep their doors open and start hiring again and make
investments again in the future.  And we’ve seen over 4
million jobs created.  We’ve seen more manufacturing jobs
created at any time since the 1990s. 
     And so, in part, the reason that we have been weathering
this storm was because of some tough policies, but the right
policies.  But a lot of it just had to do with the resilience
of the American people.  They don’t give up.  They don’t
quit.  So some 55-year-old gets laid off and they decide, you
know what, I’m going to back to school.  I’m going to get



myself retrained to find the job of the future.  I’m not
giving up.  A small business owner, they patch together
whatever money they can to keep their doors open and to make
sure that they can keep their employees on, even if it means
maybe they don’t get paid for a while, even if it means that
the owner of that business is having to scrimp.  That’s how
much they care about their employees.
 
     Folks decided, you know what, we were going to retire at
65, but maybe we’re going to have to work an extra five years
because I’m going to make sure my child or my grandchild gets
to go to college.  All kinds of decisions like that made all
across America.
 
     And so after this incredible crisis, America is moving in
the right direction.  We’re not there yet; we’re not where we
need to be.  There are still too many people out there who are
looking for work, too many homes that are still underwater,
too many kids in poverty who still don't see prospects for the
future.  But we started to right the ship and we’ve moving in
the direction that we imagined in 2008.
 
     And that is why this election in a lot of ways is even
more important than the last one, because as hard as we’ve
worked over the last four years, as much as we’ve done to
start rebuilding a country that's not built on how much we
consume or some sort of Ponzi schemes, but built on what we’re
producing and what we’re making, and the skills of our people,
and the ingenuity of our scientists, and the risk-taking of
our entrepreneurs -- after all that work that we’ve done, the
last thing we’re going to do is to go back to the very same
policies that got us into this mess in the first place.  We’re
not going backwards.  (Applause.)  We’re not going backwards,
New York!  We intend to go forwards!  nd that's why I’m
running for a second term as President of the United States of
America.  (Applause.)  We’re not going back.
 
     AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!  Four more
years!
 

THE PRESIDENT:  Not going back to a set of policies that
say you're on your own.  And that’s essentially the theory of
the other side.  George Romney -- wrong guy.  (Laughter.) 
Governor Romney -- he was a good governor.  (Laughter.) 
Governor Romney is a -- he's a patriotic American.  He's had
great success in his life, and he's raised a beautiful
family.  But he has a theory of the economy that basically
says, if I'm maximizing returns for my investors, for wealthy
individuals like myself, then everybody is going to be better
off. 

 
He was in Iowa talking to a woman, and she was describing

her financial struggles, and his response was out of an
economic textbook.  He said, "Productivity equals income." 
(Laughter.)
Now, I guess in the aggregate, technically -- right -- this is
a coherent argument.  (Laughter.)  But the implication was
somehow that this woman, or others who are struggling out
there, they're not productive enough. 
 



Well, let me tell you, actually, America has become
incredibly productive.  People are working harder than ever. 
We've got some of the most productive workers in the world. 
The problem is not that we aren't productive enough; the
problem is that productivity has not translated for far too
many people into higher incomes.  (Applause.)  The problem is
that profits haven't translated into jobs and investment in
this country. 

 
We believe in the marketplace.  We believe in

entrepreneurship and rewarding risk-taking.  But what we also
understand is that our economy works best, America became an
economic superpower, because we created a platform where
everybody could succeed.  And we set up rules of the road that
made the market work for everybody, and gave consumers
confidence that they weren't going to be bilked, and gave
investors confidence that if you're a small investor, you're
not some insider, you still have a chance buying a stock. 

 
And we understood that if we're investing in things like

a Hoover Dam or DARPA -- the research and development arm of
our military that ended up producing things like the Internet
or GPS -- that that, in fact, would be good for everybody.

 
We understand that when my grandfather's generation came

back from fighting in World War II and they had a chance to go
to college on the GI Bill, that wasn’t just good for one
individual, it wasn’t just good for one group.  That was good
for everybody. We all became richer together. 
 
     And that's the lesson that Mr. Romney and the Republicans
in Congress don't seem to understand, they don't seem to get. 
But look at our history.  Ironically, the first Republican
President understood it.  Abraham Lincoln understood it. 
That's why in the middle of a Civil War he was still building
a Transcontinental Railroad and starting land grant colleges,
and starting the National Academy of Sciences -- because he
understood that ultimately there are some things we do better
on our own -- not every government program works, not
everybody can [be] helped who doesn't want to be helping
themselves.  All of us have responsibilities. 
 
     And I learned early on that no matter how much money you
pour into the schools, nothing replaces the love and attention
and occasional scoldings from a parent.  (Applause.)  I
learned as a community organizer that no government program
can substitute for the caring and passion of neighbors and
communities.  But I also understood, and you understand and
Americans understand, that when we’ve done great things in
this country we’ve done them together.  We’ve done them
together.  And that's what’s at stake in this election.
 
     And we’re not going back to this other theory.  I’m not
going to go back to a time when if you got sick, you had no
recourse and you potentially could go bankrupt.  I’m not going
to go back to a time when 2.5 million young people can't get
health insurance or can't stay on their parent's plan --
(applause) -- or 30 million people who are working maybe two
jobs can't afford to buy health insurance and end up in an
emergency room just because they can't get sick and aren’t



getting preventive care.  We're not going to go back to that.
 

We're not going to go back to a time when -- we’re not
going to refight the battles about whether or not we need to
make some basic reforms on Wall Street so that taxpayers don’t
have to bail out folks after they’ve made irresponsible or
reckless bets.  (Applause.)  That’s not good for our financial
markets.  We’re not going to refight that battle. 
 
     We’re not going to go back to a time when manufacturing
is all moving offshore.  We want to bring companies onshore. 
I want to give tax breaks to companies that are investing in
jobs investment here in the United States -- (applause) -- not
shipping jobs overseas.  We don’t need to go back to policies
like that.
 
     We’re not going to go back to a time when our military
could expel somebody because of who they loved.  We believe in
everybody being treated fairly and equally, and respecting
everybody’s rights.  We’re not going to go backwards.  We’re
going forwards.  (Applause.)
 
     We don’t need to go back to a foreign policy that thinks
the measure of our security is everything we do we do on our
own.  We’ve been able to restore respect and collaboration,
and our alliances have never been stronger -- partly because
I’ve got a pretty good Secretary of State.  (Applause.)
 
     And that’s how we ended the war in Iraq.  And that’s how
we’re starting to transition out of Afghanistan.  And that’s
how we brought Osama bin Laden to justice.  (Applause.)  And
we’re not going to go backwards on policies that make America
stronger. 

We’re not going to go back to the days when somehow women
couldn’t get the preventive care that they need.  (Applause.) 
We don’t need a situation where women aren’t controlling their
own health care choices.  We don’t need to eliminate Planned
Parenthood.  I want my daughters to have the same
opportunities as my sons.  That’s part of what America is
about.  We’re not turning back the clock.  We’re not going
backwards.  (Applause.)

 
AUDIENCE:  Four more years!  Four more years!
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA:  And we can afford the investments we

need to grow.  We can afford to make sure that every kid has
a chance to go to college, and they're going to a decent
school, and they're graduating.  (Applause.)
 
     We can afford to rebuild our roads and our bridges and
our airports and our broadband lines and high-speed rail, and
putting people back to work.  We can afford -- in fact, we
can't afford not to invest in the science and research that's
going to keep us at the cutting-edge.  (Applause.)
 
     We’re not going to throw millions of people off the
Medicaid rolls, folks who are disabled or poor, seniors who
are relying on it.  We’re not going to voucherize Medicare. 
We’re going to responsibly reduce this deficit.  You know --
two Presidents over the last 30 years that have actually



reduced the pace of the growth in government spending happen
to be on this stage right here.  They happen to be the two
Democrats.  (Applause.)
 
     So we have to get our deficit and debt under control. 
We’ve got to do it in a responsible way, cut out programs we
don't need.  I’ve already signed a trillion dollars in cuts
that have already been made, another trillion that are slated
to be made.  But we’re also going to ask folks who can afford
it like the two of us to pay a little bit more -- and some of
you, too, so don't chuckle -- (laughter and applause) -- to
pay a little bit more so that we can afford the things that
will help us grow.  That's the right recipe.  That's what made
us an economic superpower.  And that's the policy that we’re
going to pursue.
 
     Now, here’s the good news.  The American people, on the
issues, when presented with the facts, they actually agree
with us.  Now, it's hard sometimes getting the facts out. 
There's a lot of bugs on the windshield.  (Laughter.) 
Sometimes you've got to -- (laughter) -- so you got to get
those wipers going pretty hard sometimes.  It's not always
clear.  (Laughter.) 
  

But when folks know the facts, when they're given a
choice  -- and that’s what this election is about, every
election is about a choice -- when given a choice between a
vision that says we're going to have a balanced approach to
deficit reduction, and we're going to continue to make
investments in things like clean energy and fuel efficiency
and science and innovation and education and rebuilding our
infrastructure, versus another $5 trillion worth of tax cuts
that would give the average millionaire and billionaire an
additional $250,000 a year in tax breaks -- people agree with
us. 

 
On issue after issue, if you give them a fair

presentation, no spin on the ball, the majority of the country
-- not just Manhattan -- (laughter) -- the majority of the
country agrees with us.  Which is why the other side isn't --
they're not presenting anything new.  As Bill said the other
day, this is the same old stuff, just on steroids. 
(Laughter.)  Just more of.  More tax cuts for the wealthy. 
We're not just going to reduce regulation, we're going to
cripple EPA.  And people aren't buying that.  They don’t
really think that that’s going to work.

 
The only reason that this is going to be a close election

is because people are still hurting.  The situation in Europe
is slowing things down.  We've been prevented from, for
example, the plans that I've put forward repeatedly to
Congress to say, let's give states more help so they don’t
have to lay off more teachers.  Now interest rates have never
been lower.  Literally, the government can -- basically people
will pay us to lend us money -- (laughter) -- and there would
never be a better time for us to start making investments that
could put construction workers back to work all across the
country.  (Applause.)

 
But that's not something Congress, so far, has been



willing to do.  Though we’re going to keep on putting pressure
on them over these next few months because we don't have time
just to wait for an election to do something.  (Applause.)
 
     But folks are still hurting.  And this has been a long
slog for people.  And sometimes when things are tough you just
say, well, you know what, I’ll just keep on trying something
until something works.  And that's compounded by $500 million
in super PAC negative ads that are going to be run over the
course of the next five months that will try to feed on those
fears and those anxieties and that frustration. 
 

That's basically the argument the other side is making. 
They're not offering anything new, they're just saying, things
are tough right now and it’s Obama’s fault.  You can pretty
much sum up their argument.  (Laughter.)  There’s no vision
for the future there.  There’s no imagination.  I mean,
somebody is going to have to explain to me how repealing
Obamacare and throwing 30 million people back to a situation
where they don't have health care, somehow that's an economic
development agenda.  (Laughter.) Nobody has really explained
that to me.
 
     So it’s going to be -- it’s going to be a tough
election.  But 2008 was tough, too.  And what you all taught
me was that when Americans are willing to come together and
make a commitment to each other, when they have a vision about
what’s possible and they commit to it, and they join together
and they work for it, when they decide -- when you decide --
that change is going to happen, guess what.  Change happens. 
(Applause.)   Change happens.
 
     And so I may be a little grayer than I was the last time
I was on Broadway.  (Laughter.)  Going to need to get Margo to
send me something to do something -- do something about that. 
As President Clinton will tell you, you go through some dings
and dents in this job.  But I tell you what.  I’m more
determined than I’ve ever been.  (Applause.)   I’m more
determined than I’ve ever been to finish what we started.
 
     I used to say back in 2008, I’m not a perfect man, and
haven’t been and won't be a perfect President.  Nobody is. 
But what I told you was I’d always tell you what I thought,
I’d always tell you where I stood, and I’d wake up every
single morning fighting as hard as I knew how to make life
better for the American people.  And I have kept that
promise.  I have kept that promise, Broadway.  (Applause.)  I
have kept that promise. 
 

I still believe in you.  I hope you still believe in me. 
I hope you still believe!  If people ask you what this
campaign is about, you tell them it’s still about hope and
it’s still about change.  And if you’re willing to knock on
some doors and make some phone calls, and talk to your friends
and neighbors, and work just as hard as you did in 2008, we
will finish what we started and remind the world why it is
America is the greatest nation on Earth. 
 
     Thank you.  God bless you.  God bless America.
 



 
                             END           10:32 P.M. EDT
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Subject: REMINDER!!! Heartland event speaking about ObamaCare & The Affordable Care Act
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Whether you supported  The Affordable Care Act  (the act) or not, it has become evident that it will
affect each one of us in some way.  ObamaCare  dictates Health Care Exchanges and they will affect
patients, providers, and payers, etc.

The Heatland Event is a must to help the state make an informed decision about the exchanges!

Tuesday, February 7th @ approximately 9:30am (following session), House Chamber
Wednesday, February 8th @ 9:00am in the State Capitol, room 512A
Wednesday, February 8th @ noon @ OCPAC @ Italiano's, 4801 N. Lincoln Boulevard

The general public is invited to any of these events!
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 Health Exchanges have become a controversial issue as they are mandated by The Affordable Care Act, aka ObamaCare.  Many states have challenged their constitutionality and others have passed laws nullifying implementation of the Affordable Care Act, or parts of it, in their state.

These exchanges are the cornerstone of The Affordable Care Act and without the exchanges ObamaCare cannot be fully implemented.  Understanding our options as a state are very important not only because this law is a major piece of legislation but because it will fundamentally change our way of life.


I have been working with The Heartland Institute on this subject and want to extend an invitation to you to attend one or all of three presentations to learn about Health Care Exchanges, The Affordable Care Act, and what we can do in Oklahoma to protect our citizens.


Benjamin Domenech, managing editor of Health Care News and a research fellow at The Heartland Institute, has agreed to come to the State Capitol and share his expertise on this subject.   Kendal Antekier of the Heartland Institute will also be in attendance.   The Heartland Institute is a 27-year-old national nonprofit research organization dedicated to finding and promoting ideas that empower people. Founded in Chicago in 1984, its mission is to discover, develop, and promote free-market solutions to social and economic problems. The Heartland Institute distributes six monthly public policy newspapers addressing the major domestic public policy issues to every national and state elected official in the U.S. plus 8,400 county and local officials and thousands of civic and business leaders. It also produces books, policy studies, and booklets. Approximately 130 academics and professional economists participate in its peer review process, and more than 200 elected officials currently serve on its Legislative Forum. A telephone survey of randomly selected state and local elected officials conducted in 2011 found 79% of state legislators and 63% of local elected officials read at least one of Heartland’s publications, and 45% of state legislators say a Heartland publication changed their mind or led to a change in public policy. Approximately 1,800 support an annual budget of $6 million. Heartland does not accept government funding. 

Mr. Domenech joined The Heartland Institute in 2009 after several years working and writing on national health care policy, beginning with a political appointment as speechwriter to U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, and continuing as chief speechwriter 
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for U.S. Senator John Cornyn during the Medicare Part D debate on Capitol Hill.  In addition to his work with Heartland, Benjamin is currently editor of The City, an academic journal of faith, politics, and culture, published by Houston Baptist University. He previously worked as a book editor for Eagle Publishing, where he edited multiple New York Times bestsellers in the arenas of politics, history, and sports. He was a founding board member of Redstate, a prominent conservative activist community site, and co-hosts Coffee & Markets, an award-winning daily podcast focused on politics, policy, and the marketplace.  Educated at the College of William & Mary and University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Benjamin regularly writes opinion columns for the Washington Examiner and RealClearWorld, and in 2009 he was chosen as a Journalism Fellow by the Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the Constitution. 

For your convenience and because of demanding schedules, there will be three different events to make it possible for you to attend.  Each presentation will not be the same although each will include discussion of the effect of Health Care Exchanges & Reform information.  The times and locations are:


Tuesday, February 7th @ approximately 9:30am (following session), House Chamber


Wednesday, February 8th @ 9:00am in the State Capitol, room 512A


Wednesday, February 8th @ noon @ OCPAC @ Italiano’s, 4801 N. Lincoln Boulevard


The general public is invited to any of these events.


I hope you will attend.
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Charles Key
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From: Becky Hubbard
To: Governor Info
Subject: Request from a nobody
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 6:07:17 PM

Dear Governor Fallin,

 

Please join the other Republican governors in renouncing Health

Exchanges and Obamacare.

 

I am an American citizen that has never had health insurance

because I only work part-time and have been trying to get my own

business up off the ground for some time. I won’t pretend to

understand how it all works and goes, and I don’t know if it’s true,

but I have heard that it will fine those of us without insurance

annually. If I can’t afford insurance out of my own pocket, what do

they think a fine will do? That can only make it harder on the less

fortunate, and if that is your goal, then by all means….
 
Thank you kindly,

Beckey Hubbard
Williford Energy Company

bhubbard@willifordenergy.com

 
 

mailto:BHubbard@willifordenergy.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
mailto:bhubbard@willifordenergy.com


From: Mary Fallin
To: dwoodard
Subject: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:43:00 PM
Attachments: BrandonDutcherTweet.docx

OCPA StatesHaveChoiceOnMembershipOrganizations.docx

Hi Daryl,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary



From: Mary Fallin
To: claudia
Subject: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association - To: Blake Arnold
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:14:00 PM
Attachments: BrandonDutcherTweet.docx

OCPA StatesHaveChoiceOnMembershipOrganizations.docx

Hi Blake,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary



From: Mary Fallin
To: sail1306
Subject: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association TO: Robert Avery
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:18:00 PM
Attachments: BrandonDutcherTweet.docx

OCPA StatesHaveChoiceOnMembershipOrganizations.docx

Hi Robert,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary



From: Mary Fallin
To: baxter@
Subject: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association TO: Lee Baxter
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:19:00 PM
Attachments: BrandonDutcherTweet.docx

OCPA StatesHaveChoiceOnMembershipOrganizations.docx

Hi General,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary



From: Mary Fallin
To: jbrock
Subject: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:21:00 PM
Attachments: BrandonDutcherTweet.docx

OCPA StatesHaveChoiceOnMembershipOrganizations.docx

Hi John,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary



From: Mary Fallin
To: drbokc
Subject: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:22:00 PM
Attachments: BrandonDutcherTweet.docx

OCPA StatesHaveChoiceOnMembershipOrganizations.docx

Hi David,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary



From: Mary Fallin
To: jbh7
Subject: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:24:00 PM
Attachments: BrandonDutcherTweet.docx

OCPA StatesHaveChoiceOnMembershipOrganizations.docx

Hi John,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary



From: Mary Fallin
To: marlindb
Subject: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association TO: Ralph Harvey
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:24:00 PM
Attachments: BrandonDutcherTweet.docx

OCPA StatesHaveChoiceOnMembershipOrganizations.docx

Hi Ralph,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
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Hi Tom,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
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Hi Lew,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
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Hi Ron,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
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Hi Bill,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
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Hi Pat,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
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Hi Richard,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
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Hi Charles,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary



From: Mary Fallin
To: bobjr
Subject: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:37:00 PM
Attachments: BrandonDutcherTweet.docx

OCPA StatesHaveChoiceOnMembershipOrganizations.docx

Hi Bob,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary



From: Mary Fallin
To: lew
Subject: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:39:00 PM
Attachments: BrandonDutcherTweet.docx

OCPA StatesHaveChoiceOnMembershipOrganizations.docx

Hi Lew,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary



From: Mary Fallin
To: warnock
Subject: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:42:00 PM
Attachments: BrandonDutcherTweet.docx

OCPA StatesHaveChoiceOnMembershipOrganizations.docx

Hi Bill,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 
For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed



my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary



From: Mike Flournoy
To: Governor Info
Subject: Response to PPACA
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:57:01 PM

Governor;

    OK, you decided not to provide health care for the poor in our state.  Oh, that is Mitt said
the 47% I don’t care about, so I now know that is your stand as well.  I wonder how many of
the people that are against the PPACA have actually read all 2219 pages?  I have, and I it
needs minor upgrades and any law with this many pages.  Now Mitt got this in while he was
Gov. of Mass, and President Obama copied that plan for American and all of a sudden the
right is all against it.

    Now had Mitt had been the GOP nominee in 2008 and requested a plan exactly like the
current PPACA, the right would be in love with it, however; President Obama won and
everything that he tries to get done to help the nation, the tea party followers are blocking
it.  I wish that ALL elected officials were be Oklahomans and Americans first and politicians
last, however; they all have it reversed.

    Finally after serious consideration the difference between you and Sarah, you have had
more divorces and affairs.

Educated Voter;

Mike

mailto:mike6931@gmail.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov


From: Dustin Huffman
To: Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson
Subject: RGPPC Healthcare Policy & Press
Date: Friday, July 27, 2012 10:24:59 AM
Attachments: image001.png

2012 Key Findings Post SCOTUS Ruling.pdf

All,
 
Please see the below Healthcare press clips and the attached ACA analysis completed by House
Ways and Means.
 

                                                                                                                             
 
 Policy & Press | July 27, 2012
 
 
Recommended Read
Gov. Scott Op-Ed: Medicaid Expansion Would Strain State Budgets (US News)
 
 
Healthcare
Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare Earns National Award for Efforts to Eliminate Waste, Fraud
and Abuse (PR Newswire)
 
Newsmakers: Department of Health Services Secretary Dennis Smith on Affordable Care Act (Wiseye)
 
Health-care fight far from over for NFIB (Washington Post)
 
Cutting U.S. health-care costs doesn’t have to be harmful (Washington Post)
 
Hospitals Fear Cuts in Aid for Care to Illegal Immigrants (NY Times)
 
White House tailors minority health care pitch (Politico)
 
Texans to get millions in health insurance rebates (Statesman)
 
Health Insurance Exchanges: Improving Health Care Access And Quality (Health Affairs)
 
Health IT still defining HIE consumer engagement (Fierce Health IT)
 



From: Intern Sam Dulik
To: Marie Sanderson; Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RGPPC Policy and Press
Date: Tuesday, June 28, 2011 9:40:36 AM

ECONOMY

Obama, GOP: ‘Balance’ vs. ‘no new taxes’:
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/theoval/post/2011/06/obama-gop-balance-vs-no-new-
taxes/1
 
Business in flooded city survive with creativity:
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9O4GAU01.htm
 
Governors descend on Cd’A: http://www.cdapress.com/news/local_news/article_ca694f45-d5ba-
5e49-b236-cc9cd235d9e6.html
 
Bill to reform Pa.’s tort climate heads to governor’s desk: http://ifawebnews.com/2011/06/28/bill-
to-reform-pa-s-tort-climate-heads-to-governors-desk/
 
Budget bills move to governor’s desk: http://www.kxan.com/dpp/news/politics/budget-bills-move-
to-governors-desk
 
Georgia governor halts gas tax increase with executive order: http://www.csnews.com/top-story-
governor_halts_georgia_gas_tax_increase_with_executive_order-58993.html
 
Recession forces states to rethink tourism funding: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?
f=/n/a/2011/06/27/national/a143517D34.DTL&type=business
 
A congressman’s pet project; a railroad’s boon:
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/28/us/politics/28mica.html?ref=us
 
Negotiators wrangle on taxes:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303627104576412211417251124.html?
mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_3
 
Colombia trade deal loses key support:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304314404576412040662634426.html?
mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
 
The deficit is worse than we think:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304657804576401883172498352.html?
mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEADTop
 
New Jersey miracle: What about the rest of us?:
http://washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/columnists/2011/06/new-jersey-miracle-what-about-rest-
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us
 
GASB’s Robert Attmore discusses new pension rules: http://stateline.org/live/details/story?
contentId=584106
 
Gov. Branstad expresses confidence in budget talks: http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/state-
and-regional/iowa/article_28b1ebfa-a0da-11e0-a76e-001cc4c002e0.html
 
 
ENERGY

NRC head downplays risks at nuke plants:
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2011/06/28/earlyshow/main20074968.shtml
 
McDonnell not interested in reviving Virginia climate panel:
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2011/jun/28/tdmain01-mcdonnell-not-interested-in-
reviving-virg-ar-1137225/
 
Governor talks about energy vision as he tours coal mine: http://www.ksl.com/?
nid=148&sid=16148675&autostart=y
 
The soon-to-evaporate help for at-risk homeowners in 32 states:
http://bucks.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/06/27/the-soon-to-evaporate-help-for-at-risk-homeowners-
in-32-states/
 
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker signs historic (and balanced) budget:
http://biggovernment.com/bhealy/2011/06/27/wisconsin-governor-scott-walker-signs-historic-and-
balanced-state-budget/
 
GOP’s list of accomplishments is impressive: http://www.citizen-
times.com/article/20110627/OPINION03/306270003/GOP-s-list-accomplishments-impressive?
odyssey=mod%7Cmostcom
 
Revenue vs. cuts in debt debate: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57890.html
 
Breakthrough on trade may come: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57896.html
 
 
EDUCATION
 
Governor signs education bill in St. Pete: http://www.kxan.com/dpp/news/politics/budget-bills-
move-to-governors-desk
 
Oregon governor to sign bill creating Education Investment Board to oversee instruction:
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/d2fc7bbcb0364f8abd2d5e465c31ad52/OR-XGR--Kitzhaber-
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Education/
 
Teacher grades: Pass or be fired: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/28/education/28evals.html?
_r=1&ref=us
 
 
HEALTHCARE
 
Petition drive fails to refer governor’s healthcare laws:
http://www.rapidcityjournal.com/news/article_599d5336-a110-11e0-8240-001cc4c002e0.html
 
Georgia insurance law effective July 1:
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9O4F9I02.htm
 
Planned Parenthood sues to halt funding cutoff in Kansas:
http://www.kansascity.com/2011/06/27/2979046/planned-parenthood-sues-to-halt.html
 
Health exchanges: A new goldmine: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57852.html
 
HHS delays action in two states’ requests for healthcare waivers:
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/168579-hhs-delays-action-
on-2-states-requests-for-healthcare-waivers
 
Texas to defund Planned Parenthood: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57868.html
 
An ObamaCare legal precedent?:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304314404576411612870957044.html?
mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEADTop
 
Some Indiana doctors stop abortions after new law:
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2011/jun/27/some-indiana-doctors-stop-abortions-after-new-
law/
 
Sebelius comes to IPAB’s defense as others line up against it:
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-Reports/2011/June/27/ipab-debate.aspx
 
Drug shortages have tripled during the last six years: http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-
Reports/2011/June/27/drug-shortages.aspx
 
Care for ‘dual eligibles’ proves ultra-expensive, plagued with problems:
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-Reports/2011/June/27/dual-eligibles.aspx
 
 
IMMIGRATION
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http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-Reports/2011/June/27/ipab-debate.aspx
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-Reports/2011/June/27/drug-shortages.aspx
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-Reports/2011/June/27/drug-shortages.aspx
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-Reports/2011/June/27/dual-eligibles.aspx


Georgia, other states tackle immigration piecemeal: http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2011-
06-27-state-laws-illegal-immigration_n.htm
 
Haley OKs S.C. immigration cops: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57874.html
 
New Senate push for ‘Dream Act’: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57909.html
 
Parts of Georgia immigration law blocked: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57867.html
 
 
Sam Dulik
Public Policy Intern
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4140 | C:  | sdulik@rga.org
 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2011-06-27-state-laws-illegal-immigration_n.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2011-06-27-state-laws-illegal-immigration_n.htm
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57874.html
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57909.html
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57867.html
mailto:sdulik@rga.org


From: RGPPC
To: RGPPC
Subject: RGPPC Policy and Press
Date: Monday, March 12, 2012 10:54:54 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 

Policy & Press | March 12, 2012
 
 
Budget and Tax
Governor's tax proposal might save Ohioans $500M (News Channel 5)
 
Analysis: Christie budget would boost state spending by $2.1 billion (North Jersey)
 
Deficits Push N.Y. Cities and Counties to Desperation (NY Times)
 
 
Education
Jindal pushes schools bills quickly (Daily Comet)
 
Education, retirement highlight legislative session starting Monday (NOLA.com)
 
Nonfiction Curriculum Enhanced Reading Skills, Study Finds (NY Times)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Jindal: Obama's Politicized Energy Policy (WSJ)
 
Town Hopes to Keep Tower of Coal Power (WSJ)
 
The American oil boom and its impact on Canada  (Financial Post)
 
Fracking in New York: Risk vs. Reward (CNN)
 
High Oil Prices Cushion Iran from Sanctions (OilPrice.com)
 
White House touts successes in energy security strategy (Politico)
 
Poll: Most say Obama tanking on gas (Politico)
 
Gov. Dalrymple criticizes Obama's pipeline opposition in GOP weekly address (Inforum)
 
A year after Fukushima, the future for nuclear power is not bright—for reasons of cost as much as safety
(The Economist)
 
Water a concern in Western oil shale expansion (Stateline)
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Chevron Plays Catch-Up in Shale Gas (WSJ)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Kulongoski nets PERS times 3 in retirement (Statesman Journal)
 
 
Corrections
New York courts revisit juvenile justice (Stateline)
 
 
Healthcare
Health law faces its biggest test (Politico)
 
Long-Term Care: What Now? (WSJ)
 
Health Care Act Offers Roberts a Signature Case (NY Times)
 
Striking 'Obamacare' a rejection of overreach (Politico)
 
Health care reform issues go beyond mandate (Politico)
 
Backup plans if individual mandate is struck down (Politico)
 
ACA case reminiscent of 19th-century litigation (Politico)
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Recommended Read
McDonnell: 7 principles of real health care reform (Politico)
 
 
Budget and Tax
LePage wants state tax on Internet sales, urges Congress to pass bill (Bangor Daily News)
 
Lawmakers advance Nebraska governor's tax plan (Columbus Telegram)
 
 
Economic Development and Infrastructure
House GOP to move short-term transportation bill (Politico)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Source: Obama to fast track southern portion of Keystone XL Pipeline (CNN)
 
Plotting The Next-Generation U.S. Power Grid (AOL Energy)
 
Obama Takes On Republicans Over Energy Policy (NY Times)
 
'Global warming' gets a rebranding (Politico)
 
Greens see politics in EPA rule delays (Politico)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
‘Right to Work’ Bills Face Uncertain Future in an Election Year (NY Times)
 
Brewer's personnel reform plan moves forward (Arizona Republic)
 
 
Healthcare
Utah is fifth state to adopt 'Health Care Compact' (Stateline)
 
Justices Limit State Liability Under Medical Leave Act (NPR)
 
Health law heads back into spotlight (Politico)
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http://columbustelegram.com/news/state-and-regional/lawmakers-advance-nebraska-governor-s-tax-plan/article_e833c3e9-78ca-5057-bcbd-dbca00034a5e.html
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The Reform Republicans (WSJ)
 
New GOP Medicare plan borrows a key idea from ‘Obamacare’ and Romney’s Mass. Overhaul
(Washington Post)
 
Medical group asks Walker to veto abortion bill (AP)

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304636404577293810586077858.html?mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEADTop#printMode
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Budget and Tax
Haslam, Republicans move to repeal inheritance tax (Nashville Business Journal)
 
Virginia Democrats separate budget demands from desire for more power (Washington Post)
 
 
Economic Development and Infrastructure
Study finds N.D. first in job growth (Bismarck Tribune)
 
Standoff in Congress threatens highway construction funding (CNN)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Energy chiefs' message: Actions, not words, will determine energy future (NewsOK)
 
Keystone pipeline: Southern portion should be expedited, Obama says (Politico)
 
Americans Favor Keystone XL Pipeline (Gallup)
 
Energy industry accuses Obama of misleading public about extent of untapped oil resources (Fox News)
 
Obama energy pitch includes renewed effort on Cushing pipeline (LA Times)
 
 
Education
Educators begin petition drive to refer Daugaard education plan (Rapid City)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Labor shortages lead businesses to support help for undocumented workers (Stateline)
 
 
Healthcare
Health care reform should be left to states, Utah Gov. Gary Herbert says during DC forum (The
Republic)
 
Herbert Hopeful On HHS (Governors Journal)
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http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-pn-obama-energy-trip-20120321,0,6619187.story
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Medicaid computer system glitches costing states millions (FierceHealthIT)
 
The Ryan Plan: The Cliffs Notes Version Of Republican Health Reform (Health Affairs)
 
Health board repeal advances in House, six-hour debate ahead (The Hill)
 
Health care reform: Repeal disastrous Affordable Care Act (Politico)
 
The Supreme Court Weighs ObamaCare (WSJ)
 
State Faults Care for the Disabled (New York Times)
 
 

http://www.fiercehealthit.com/story/medicaid-computer-system-glitches-costing-states-millions/2012-03-21?utm_medium=rss&utm_source=rss
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/03/21/the-ryan-plan-the-cliffs-notes-version-of-republican-health-reform/
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Budget and Tax
Tax Reform Heads To Governor Deal (GPB)
 
U.S. State, Local Tax Revenue Rises 2.1%, Slowest Pace in a Year (Bloomberg)
 
Alabama lawmakers' bill would reduce their income (Montgomery Advertiser)
 
 
Economic Development and Infrastructure
Senate passes JOBS Act, with tweak
(Politico)                                                                                                                                                             
 
 
Energy and Environment
Mississippi governor unveils plans for natural gas use (Clarion Ledger)
 
U.S. Inches Toward Goal of Energy Independence (NY Times)
 
Keystone XL pipeline: President Obama vows to cut through red tape (Politico)
 
Senate to vote on bill killing oil tax breaks (The Hill)

OVERNIGHT ENERGY: Republicans rain on Obama’s Keystone parade (The Hill)
 
Obama’s Solyndra shuffle (Washington Post)
 
 
Education
Martinez thanks Obama for help with state education reforms during visit to Roswell (AP)
 
The Relationship School (NY Times)
 
 
Healthcare
IPAB and Medicare costs are bad medicine (Politico)
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5 things Dems got wrong on health care (Politico)
 
Liberty and ObamaCare (WSJ)
 
Alabama Attorney General Luther Strange files motion to join EWTN lawsuit against federal
contraception mandate (AL.com)
 
Food stamp program under fire (Stateline)
 
Mitch McConnell eyes GOP takeover, health care reform repeal (Politico)
 
 

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0312/74380.html
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Supreme Court Oral Arguments: Health Care
Can Congress require everyone to have health insurance? (Stateline)
 
Justices Open to Reaching Merits of Obamacare Challenge (NRO)
 
Court Unlikely to Delay Ruling (WSJ)
 
5 Supreme Court takeaways (Politico)
 
Mandate a lose-lose proposition for President Obama? (Politico)
 
Most Oppose at Least Part of Overhaul, Poll Finds (NY Times)
 
Georgetown Professor’s pet cause, end of Health Law, hits Supreme Court (NY times)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Virginia Senate approves state spending plan (Washington Post)
 
 
Economic Development and Infrastructure
Highway bill: House GOP delays vote (Politico)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
New Ideas on Pensions: Use States (NY Times)
 
 
Energy and Environment
EPA hits greenhouse gas emissions from power plants (Politico)
 
Planned Pipelines to Rival Keystone XL (WSJ)
 
If oil is making Americans independent, do they still need clean-tech? (Foreign Policy)
 
Obama's confused energy policy: John Kemp (Reuters)
 
Senate votes to debate bill that would kill oil tax breaks (Politico)
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Obama Refuels Jimmy Carter's Failed Energy Policies (Investors.com)

Coalition launched to work for NY fracking ban (WSJ)
 
Rising Natural Gas Prices: Are They Serious? (AOL Energy)
 
 
Education
Louisiana Teachers Close Schools (Again) to Protest Governor (Weekly Standard)
 
 
Healthcare
Medicare’s billion-dollar headache (Politico)
 
How to Replace Obamacare (National Affairs)
 
Guv signs off on welfare recipient drug-screening program (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
 
Other
Arizona lawmakers advance states' rights bills (AZ Daily Sun)

http://news.investors.com/article/605681/201203261854/obama-pushes-failed-carter-energy-policies.htm
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Supreme Court Oral Arguments
Bob McDonnell on Healthcare: Let Governors Lead the Way (U.S. News)
 
Justices consider severability and Medicaid (Stateline)
 
Medicaid ruling could have far-reaching impact (Politico)
 
Dem Govs Blast Unfunded Mandates (GOP Senate)
 
In Court, Sharp Questions on Health Care Law’s Mandate (NY Times)
 
Toobin: Obama healthcare reform law 'in grave, grave trouble' (The Hill)
 
5 takeaways on health law arguments (Politico)
 
Wonkbook: The 3 ways the Court could rule against Obamacare's mandate (Washington Post)
 
Can Congress require everyone to have health insurance? (Stateline)
 
Opposing view: Individual mandate masks an ugly deal (USA Today)
 
James Carville: Court loss ‘best thing’ for Democrats (Politico)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Kansas House and Senate negotiating plans to cut millions in taxes (LJ World)
 
La. Governor's tax breaks advance despite concerns (CNBC)
 
How N.J. towns' countless tax appeal settlements are costing the state billions (NJ.com)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Highway vote punt complicates Hill timing (Politico)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Poll: 68% disapprove of Obama on gas prices (Politico)
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Texas wins latest round with EPA in federal court (Fuel Fix)
 
Obama administration advances plan for research along Atlantic coast (Fuel Fix)
 
Towering wind turbine prototype off Va. Approved (AP)
 
Unregulated pipelines raise safety concerns (Stateline)
 
House panel hits EPA on gas prices (Politico)
 
EPA unveils greenhouse gas standard for new power plants (Politico)
 
GOP running out of gas on Solyndra (Politico)
 
 
Education
House approves Gov. Bobby Jindal's proposal rewarding donations for private-school tuition
(NOLA.com)
 
Utah governor approves $3B school budget (Post Cresent)
 
McCrory to unveil education platform in Raleigh (Myrtle Beach)
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Supreme Court Oral Arguments
Supreme Court brings up Utah’s health care exchange (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
5 Supreme Court takeaways (Politico)
 
Supreme Court appears poised to nullify entire healthcare law (LA Times)
 
Justices struggle with fate of health law if mandate goes (Politico)
 
GOP More Convinced Court Will Strike Down Health Care Law (Roll Call)
 
SENATE JUDICIARY: Obamacare not an enumerated power (Washington Times)
 
Florida AG Pam Bondi finds spotlight outside Supreme Court (Miami Herald)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Gov. Scott signs Fla. tax cut and jobs bills (WPTV)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
GOP shifts to offense in highway bill fight (The Hill)
 
$7 Billion Public-Private Plan in Chicago Aims to Fix Transit, Schools and Parks (NY Times)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Parnell addresses oil tax rally (Deseret News)
 
Energy prices seen rising if speculation is limited (CNN)
 
 
Education
Two states, two different paths on charter schools (Stateline)
 
 
Other
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Latina Gov. A Rising Star, Just Not To Some Hispanics (NPR)
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Budget and Tax
Fallin prods Legislature to move on tax cut (Tulsa World)
 
Haslam to present budget amendment to lawmakers early next week, won't wait for April revenue (AP)
 
Idaho cuts taxes for top earners (Spokesman-Review)
 
Rep. Paul Ryan's budget passed by the House with 10 Republican defections (The Hill)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Divided Congress resorts to 3-month highway bill (Stateline)
 
Congress approves 90-day highway bill, sends to President Obama (The Hill)
 
 
Energy and Environment
North America's Rich Energy Potential Could Change The World (Investors.com)
 
NY landowners plan to frack using liquid propane (WSJ)
 
The Anti-Energy President (WSJ)
 
The endless quest for a US energy strategy (Financial Times)
 
Senate defeats Democrats' measure to kill off ‘Big Oil’ tax breaks, 51-47 (The Hill)
 
Senate Rejects Attempt to End Oil Subsidies (WSJ)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Scott must decide future of pensions bill (Miami Herald)
 
 
Education
Bobby Jindal-backed education bills near the final bell in Louisiana Legislature (NOLA.com)
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Health Care
Republicans who back GOP governor's plan to overhaul Medicaid brush back attack in House (AP)
 
States stick to health law strategies (Politico)
 
Next step for Supreme Court on Obamacare: secret Friday vote (CS Monitor)
 
Georgia lawmakers pass abortion bill on last, emotional day (AJC)
 
 
Corrections
Sentencing reform bill passes, awaits governor's signature (AJC)
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Budget and Tax
Virginia legislative budget negotiators agree on a new 2-year, $85 billion spending plan (Washington
Post)
 
Defiant Saslaw takes toll on Virginia budget agreement (Washington times)
 
Indiana owes $206 million to local governments; Gov. Mitch Daniels orders outside audit (Courier
Journal)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Transportation bill faces more bumps ahead (Politico)
 
Private investment for infrastructure (Politico)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Energy Department prepares to approve more green loans (The Hill)
 
Obama energy policy: very few of the above (Chicago Tribune)
 
Boehner uses jobs report to hit Obama on energy (The Hill)
 
The rules that should govern energy subsidies (Salon.com)
 
 
Immigration
Alabama Moves to Revise Immigration Measure (WSJ)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Survey: Oklahoma businesses confident about future (Bloomberg)
 
JOBS Act signing: Good start for startups (Politico)
 
U.S. Job Growth Loses Steam (WSJ)
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Education
Legislature gives final approval to package of bills to remake education in Louisiana (NOLA.com)
 
Gov. Jindal flexes power, key agenda item passed (WAFB)
 
Charter-voucher expansion, along with tenure changes, head to Gov. Bobby Jindal's desk (NOLA.com)
 
 
Health Care
The Medicaid Mess: How Obamacare Makes It Worse (Manhattan Institute)
 
McKenna talks up Medicaid expansion, despite lawsuit (Seattle Times)
 
A study shows that Medicaid reform is working in Rhode Island (WSJ)
 
Health Care Hiring Boom Projected To Continue, Regardless Of Law (KHN)
 
Administration Concedes Courts’ Review Power (NY Times)
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Budget and Tax
Pew: States don't track tax breaks (Politico)
 
O’Malley: So eager for presidency, he ‘forgot’ to be governor (Washington Post)
 
Art Laffer: Don't die in Tennessee (Politico)
 
Gov. Rick Snyder signs laws restricting food stamps for Michigan lottery winners (Michigan Live)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Sen. Graham: Obama’s ‘all of the above’ energy plan isn’t from the ‘heart’ (The Hill)
 
Natural Gas Signals a ‘Manufacturing Renaissance’ (NY Times)
 
Nebraska Legislature OKs Keystone pipeline support bill (Reuters)
 
Start-Up Turns Waste Into Energy (WSJ)
 
U.S. leads in clean power investment -- for now (CNN)
 
Robbing Banks and Subsidizing Green Energy (Heritage Foundation)
 
Analysts: Gas prices may have peaked (The Hill)
 
Chu: Climate change evidence mounting (The Hill)
 
 
Education
Gov. Martinez announces timetable for developing new teacher evaluation system (AP)
 
School Vouchers Gain Ground (WSJ)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Overpaid Public Workers: The Evidence Mounts (WSJ)
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Jobs and Economic Development
Va. Gov. McDonnell planning June trade mission to England, Germany and Sweden (Washington Post)
 
GOP leaders to Obama: No 'midnight regulations' (Politico)
 
 
Health Care
Obamacare Breaks the Bank (US News)
 
Next generation of doctors sees gloomy future (Reuters)
 
Computer matching system could limit safety net 'double dipping' (Stateline)
 
Lawmakers ask about HHS funds going to IRS (Modern Healthcare)
 
Out-of-state insurance law does nothing yet (GA Health News)
 
Report Urges New Tax on Medical Care (WSJ)
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Budget and Tax
TN House approves food, estate tax cuts (Tennessean)
 
State tax collections up $62 billion (Stateline)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Report cites fracking-related activities as potential suspect in minor quakes (Christian Science Monitor)
 
House GOP hopes to revive Keystone fight with tie to highway bill extension (The Hill)
 
The US is Energy Independent Right Now (AOL Energy)
 
Tea party group barrages Scott's office with robo-calls urging veto of energy bill (Tampa Bay Times)
 
Obama Gets A Pass From States With Priciest Gas (Investors.com)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Louisiana weighs deeper pension cuts (Stateline)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Governor announces 'Mississippi Works' committee (Bloomberg)
 
Governor Rick Scott Signs Job Bills at Advanced Protection Technologies, Inc. (PR Web)
 
What Will the JOBS Act Mean for U.S. Start-Ups? (WSJ)
 
 
Health Care
Arizona governor signs law banning most late-term abortions (Chicago Tribune)
 
Cuomo uses clout to sidestep GOP on 'Obamacare' (Times Union)
 
Kathleen Sebelius: We don't have a health care backup plan (Politico)
 
States Seek Curb on Patient Bills for Costly Drugs (NY Times)
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Texas Eyes Change in Stem-Cell Rules (WSJ)
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Budget and Tax
Scott signs $69.9B Florida budget, vetoes $142.7M (AP)
 
Bids to eliminate state income tax falter in Kansas, Missouri (Kansas City Star)
 
How two state tax systems have (and haven't) shaped metro Portland (Stateline)
 
Bottom line on election-year taxes (Politico)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Nebraska to resume Keystone XL pipeline review (Bloomberg)
 
Va. governor to add signature to energy bills (Bloomberg)
 
Austan Goolsbee plays petroleum politics (Politico)
 
EPA Poised to Unveil Fracking Rules (WSJ)
 
Where Clean energy Abounds, a Push to Ship Coal (NY Times)
 
Obama launches attack on oil speculators (Politico)
 
 
Education
Jindal’s Tough Education Reforms (National Review)
 
States scrutinize for-profit colleges (Stateline)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Did Someone Order an Instant Bridge? (NY Times)
 
LaHood: Congress's gridlock leaves safety as his legacy (Politico)
 
 
Immigration
Ruling on Arizona voter requirement mixed (AZ Central)
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Health Care
Dem Sen. Webb says healthcare law cost Obama 'a lot of credibility as a leader' (The Hill)
 
House panel to save $43.9 billion on health law subsidies (The Hill)
 
Health On The Hill: Medicare's Payment Change For Physicians (KHN)
 
Will ObamaCare turn us into a nation of part-time employees? (Fox News)
 
Washington Stuck Fighting Wrong Health-Care Battle (Bloomberg)
 
 
 
 
 

http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/politics-elections/222259-sen-webb-says-president-obamas-health-law-cost-him-a-lot-of-credibility-as-a-leader
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/221989-house-panel-to-cut-health-law-subsidies-by-439-billion
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Multimedia/2012/April/041712-health-on-the-hill-medicare-doctor-pay.aspx
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2012/04/17/nation-part-time-employees/#ixzz1sPeF4lOK
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-04-17/washington-stuck-fighting-wrong-health-care-battle.html


From: RGPPC
To: RGPPC
Subject: RGPPC Policy and Press
Date: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 10:24:37 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 
                                                                                                                                     Policy & Press | April 24, 2012
 
Budget and Tax
Gov. Sandoval reaches sales tax deal with Amazon (Review Journal)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Why Congress won’t save the wind tax credit (Politico)
 
House panel to begin considering GOP energy bills (The Hill)
                                                                                                                                           
Delay sought on farm bill (Politico)
 
How Gas Prices Are Still Slamming Small Business (Fiscal Times)
 
Fees and Anger Rise in California Water War (NY Times)
 
 
Education
Va. governor asks colleges, universities to keep tuition hikes to a minimum (Washington Post)
 
Louisiana Education Department sets timeline for applications to newly approved voucher program
(NOLA.com)
 
‘Mr. President, public education in the U.S. is on the wrong track’ (Washington Post)
 
La. governor to attend school choice summit in New Jersey, receiving praise for voucher bill (AP)
 
Graduates find it hard to wash away college debt (Kansas Star)
 
Is Education Still Worth the Debt? (Fox Business)
 
 
Immigration
Report: Mexican immigration drops (Politico)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Maginnis: Pension plan may prove to be the tougher feat (Town Talk)
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Transportation and Infrastructure
The changing fortunes of the Georgia  transportation sales tax (AJC)
 
Shipping company condemns 'one size fits all' cargo pilot fatigue rules (The Hill)
 
 
Health Care
Trustees say Medicare, Social Security funds running out quickly (The Hill)
 
Trustees Issue Warnings On Medicare, But Make No Changes To Solvency Projections (KHN)
 
Medicaid fraud in the spotlight (Stateline)
 
Overturning ObamaCare Isn't 'Judicial Activism' (WSJ)
 
Poll: Many hospitals expect healthcare law to hit revenues (The Hill)
 
If health care is undecided… (Politico)
 
 
Government Reform
State courts replacing paper with electronic record-keeping (Stateline)
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Budget and Tax
Brewer, legislative leaders announce budget deal (AP)
 
Amazon Softens Stance on Taxes (WSJ)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Colorado bill would penalize communities that curb oil, gas drilling (Denver Post)
 
Unwanted Nebraska sand put to use in oil fields (Journal Star)
 
Economists clash on jobs fracking to bring to NY (Reuters)
 
Report: GA taxpayers may have to pay $70M to help fish breathe (Atlanta Business Chronicle)
 
No easy pollution solutions as deadline looms for Utah (SLT)
 
Slowdown of uranium waste near Moab concerns Utah lawmakers (SLT)
 
 
Government Reform
Three strikes reform could save CA $100 million a year (OC Register)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Steven Malanga: How Retirement Benefits May Sink the States (WSJ)
 
State may not be done with retirement changes (Wyoming News)
 
 
Education
Gov. Rick Scott vetoes tuition "pre-eminence" bill (Tampa Bay Times)
 
Michigan school funding plans don't reconcile (AP)
 
AL state lawmakers debate school start age (Montgomery Advertiser)
 
States’ Measure of Community Colleges Varies (Stateline)
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Health Care
Milliman: Obamacare Even Raises Taxes on the Government (Forbes)
 
After Obamacare: More For The Supreme Court To Throw Out (Forbes)
 
Feds OK Wis. Medicaid changes aimed at cost saving (AP)
 
Why are Fewer Moms Applying for Safety Net Program? (Stateline)
 
Enrollment surges in Alabama health plan for pre-existing illnesses (AL.com)
 
Sebelius: The Affordable Care Act - Stronger Benefits to Seniors, Billions in Savings This Year
(Huffington Post)
 
Essential Health Benefits (Health Affairs)
 
The Impact of Health Information Technology on Hospital Productivity (NBER)
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Budget and Tax
A tale of two states: Virginia v. Maryland (Washington Examiner)
 
Tennessee budget compromise moves on to Haslam for approval (AP)
 
State finance official: Maine fiscal picture turning brighter with bump in state revenues (AP)
 
Jindal offers budget cut (The Advocate)
 
Branstad insists on tax reform before session ends (AP)
 
Okla. governor says 'huge' reduction for top income tax rate won't pass, vows to keep pushing (AP)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Virginia Could Be an Energy Power—If Washington Would Let It ( WSJ)
 
Governors Push Natural Gas-Powered Vehicles (Stateline)
 
State officials plan trips to discuss energy (Wyoming News)
 
EPA review mixed for Utah hazy-air plan (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
PNM submits pay-as-you-go renewable plan (New Mexican)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
IDOT unveils 6-year, $9.2 billion road program (AP)
 
 
Education
States Struggling To Slow Tuition Growth (Stateline)
 
Wyoming getting $1.1 million to help turn around poorest-performing schools (AP)
 
Gov. Christie introduces new N.J. high school testing program (NJ.com)
 
Branstad: Lawmakers to blame if education reform isn't bold (Des Moines Register)
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Virtual school to expand services (Tallahassee.com)
 
Alabama school year proposal's legality questioned (AL.com)
 
 
Health Care
BROKEN PROMISE: Why ObamaCare Will Force Americans to Lose the Health Care Coverage they
Have and Like (House Ways and Means)
 
GOPers split over how to reform health care (Politico)
 
House GOP targets nonprofit health CO-OPs (Politico)
 
In Fight Over Obama Health Law, a Front in Minnesota (NY Times)
 
Massachusetts payment-reform bill would overhaul how health-care providers are paid (Washington
Post)
 
ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORDS: First Year of CMS's Incentive Programs Shows Opportunities to
Improve Processes to Verify Providers Met Requirements (GAO)
 
No out-of-state insurers offer plans in Georgia (AJC)
 
State wants bids for Medicaid, Medicare (Columbus Dispatch)
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Budget and Tax
As budget deadline looms, Gov. Christie pushes to reform teachers' tenure, lower N.J. taxes (Star Ledger)
 
LePage pushes for more cuts (Maine Today)
 
Arizona governor signs new state budget she negotiated with Republican legislative leaders (AP)
 
Sequester Replacement Reconciliation Act (CBO)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Salazar approves Utah gas wells (Washington Times)
 
Survey indicates continued expansion of Wyo. business economy thanks to oil and gas activity (AP)
 
Vermont poised to be first state to outlaw fracking (Reuters)
 
Gov. Matt Mead says he opposes BLM plan to reduce land available for oil shale (AP)
 
Cabinet official praises opening of nation’s first solar field on public land near Primm (LV Sun)
 
Warren Buffett backs Keystone pipeline (The Hill)
 
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar dedicates two conservation areas in southern Utah (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
Speak up on energy (Journal Star)
 
State spars with EPA on air quality standards (California Watch)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Idaho the top state for friendliness to small businesses, survey says (Idaho Statesman)
 
Governor talks up business in VA (Fredricksburg.com)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Transportation conferees begin talks (Politico)
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Insiders pessimistic about highway bill talks (The Hill)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Brewer signs bill to reverse public pension change (AP)
 
 
Education
School-Standards Pushback (WSJ)
 
Kansas House approves plan to increase education funding (KC Star)
 
In Rock Hill, Gov. Haley pushes for more education options (Herald Online)
 
Education needs bipartisan effort (Politico)
 
 
Government Reform
McDonnell wants worker bonuses contingent on savings (Times Dispatch)
 
 
Health Care
Fidelity: Retired couple needs $240,000 for health costs, up 4 percent from 2011 estimate (Washington
Post)
 
Hospitals face potential $5B Medicaid shortfall in Pennsylvania (Fierce Health Finance)
 
HHS announces health law 'innovation awards' (The Hill)
 
Study: Market-driven plans could lower healthcare costs (The Hill)
 
The Growing Power Of Some Providers To Win Steep Payment Increases From Insurers Suggests Policy
Remedies May Be Needed (Health Affairs)
 
Growth Of Consumer-Directed Health Plans To One-Half Of All Employer-Sponsored Insurance Could
Save $57 Billion Annually (Health Affairs)
 
Reasons For The Wide Variation In Medicaid Participation Rates Among States Hold Lessons For
Coverage Expansion In 2014 (Health Affairs)
 
Barking Up The Wrong Tree: Affordability, Not Cost Growth, Is The Policy Challenge (Health Affairs)
 
New State Insurance Exchanges Should Follow The Example Of Massachusetts By Simplifying Choices
Among Health Plans (Health Affairs)
 
A Decade Of Health Care Access Declines For Adults Holds Implications For Changes In The Affordable
Care Act (Health Affairs)
 
FEULNER: After Obamacare (Washington Times)
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Budget and Tax
Governor urges Oklahoma lawmakers to cut state's personal income tax rate (NewsOK)
 
Kan. lawmakers pass tax cuts, but more work seen (CBS News)
 
Seeking Economic Boost, Arizona Cuts Capital Gains Taxes (Stateline)
 
State of RI projecting increase in revenues (Providence Journal)
 
Gov. Jerry Brown warns more budget cuts are coming (LA Times)
 
CEOs Press Congress on Debt (WSJ)
 
House passes bill to shield Pentagon from automatic spending cuts (Washington Post)
 
 
Energy and Environment
New Jersey's Waiver Wars (Stateline)
 
Obama campaign adds 'clean coal' to website after GOP complaints (The Hill)
 
Sen. DeMint knocks Obama as 'hypocritical' on energy tax breaks (The Hill)
 
Mica: ‘Great progress’ on including Keystone pipeline in highway bill (The Hill)
 
 
Government Reform
Brewer signs bill to revamp state personnel system (Business Week)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Indiana didn’t ‘sell’ its toll road (Washington Post)
 
 
Education
Michigan House Speaker Jase Bolger: Pension debt is 'strangling our school districts' (M Live)
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Health Care
Governor Chris Christie Prudently Vetoes Health Care Exchange Legislation While Fundamental Issues
Still Unresolved by U.S. Supreme Court (Gov. Chris Christie)
 
Christie nixes New Jersey’s health exchange bill (Politico)
 
Christie Vetoes Health Insurance Exchange (NY Times)
 
Republican Governors Debate Health Exchanges (NPR)
 
What's In A Name: Health Exchanges, Marketplaces ... Or Swap Meets (KHN)
 
ObamaCare's Killer Device Tax (WSJ)
 
Plan Management: Issues for State, Partnership and Federally Facilitated Health Insurance Exchanges
(RWJ Foundation)
 
Implementing Health Reform: Increasing Medicaid Payments For Primary Care Physicians (Health
Affairs)
 
Uncertainty aside, IT efforts for insurance exchanges continue (Fierce Health)
 
Despite challenges, disruption, experts sunny on HIE market (Fierce Health)
 
HHS: New cuts to 'red tape' to save billions for healthcare providers (The Hill)
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Budget and Tax
Pennsylvania Governor Corbett Praises Easton Employer, Discusses Proposed Budget (PR Newswire)
 
Md. special session moves quickly on tax package (Washington Post)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Energy Storage Startups Battle Natural Gas, Looking to Asia and Europe (AOL Energy)
 
Boom and Bust: Renewable Energy's Future? (National Journal)
 
Regulation top risk seen by energy cos - US study (Reuters)
 

Arizona governor vetoes bill that Utah's Herbert signed (AP)

 

 
Education
Arizona Governor Signs Groundbreaking School Choice Plan (WSJ)
 
SC Gov. Nikki Haley signs charter school bill into law (Post and Courier)
 
 
Health Care
Insurance Changes Explained: Why State Officials Are Nervous About New Federal Rules (Stateline)
 
Dissatisfied Physicians in an Unsatisfactory Health Care System (AAF)
 
ObamaCare May Hurt Medicare Advantage Plans For Poor (Investors)
 
Medicare Advantage  Star Ratings: Detaching Pay from Performance (AAF)
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Recommended Read: Attached is a document that outlines the major Education policy
accomplishments during the past 16 months under Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker.
 
 
Budget and Tax
Virginia’s tax revenues climb (Fredericksburg News)
 
McGurn: Jerry Brown vs. Chris Christie (WSJ)
 
 
Energy and Environment
U.S. energy independence is no longer just a pipe dream (USA Today)
 
Branstad: Wind-Generated Energy Is Working Well for Us in Iowa (WSJ)
 
North Dakota becomes nation's second-leading oil producer (Bismarck Tribune)
 
'Fracking' risks found to have been diminished (Buffalo News)
 
Groups call on N.J. legislature to adopt bill on fracking waste (North Jersey)
 
U.S. must power up grid overhaul (Politico)
 

 
Education
School-Test Backlash Grows (WSJ)
 
Arizona school-choice program expands (AZ Republic)
 
Summit focuses on education in Iowa (Quad-Times)
 
Cyber charter school measure to become law (LSJ)
 
 
Corrections
Prison sentence reform efforts face tough opposition in the Legislature (NOLA.com)
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Working Together to Achieve Results for All Children

Read to Lead

There is no skill more important to future success than reading.  The literacy skills a child acquires in the early years of life provide the foundation for all later learning.  Wisconsin has many dedicated parents, educators, and community members who work tirelessly to support our children in acquiring this fundamental skill.  Yet, far too many Wisconsin children enter school lacking basic early literacy skills, far too many read below grade level, and achievement gaps are far too large.  The record is clear that students in most states have been increasing their achievement in reading faster than students in Wisconsin on national measures.  

The results from the 2011 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 4th grade reading assessment show that while Wisconsin was once ranked among the very top states in the nation, we now rank somewhere in the middle of the pack.  Specifically, Wisconsin ranked statistically below only Maine in 1994 with a scale score statistically higher than the national average.   In 2011, Wisconsin ranks statistically below 15 states or jurisdictions.  Most striking is that Wisconsin’s growth, or lack thereof, between 1994 and 2011 is statistically lower than that of 35 states or jurisdictions and above none.

In March 2011, Governor Walker formed the Read to Lead Task Force to address these important issues.  This bipartisan team of teachers, legislators, researchers and advocates worked together to develop ways to ensure all of our state’s children learn to read so they can then use reading to learn.  The Task Force issued its report in early 2012 and has supported efforts to implement its recommendations through legislation and other means.


Among the major recommendations in the report: a universal kindergarten reading screener with follow ups in grades 1-3; greater university requirements around reading instruction for aspiring teachers; greater parental outreach; revised model early learning standards; a revised teacher licensure exam; mandatory summer school for students who are struggling; and a public-private partnership to support and expand existing reading efforts that are working.

The legislature is already following through on a number of the recommendations of the Task Force.  Legislation (SB-461/AB-558) passed this session will make a number of changes, including: 


· Funding a universal kindergarten reading screener


· Creating a public-private partnership, the Read to Lead Development Council, to support and expand initiatives that are already working.  Membership will, like the Read to Lead Task Force, be bipartisan and inclusive of reading educators and experts with a variety of viewpoints.  Expenditures will have to be approved jointly by State Superintendent Evers and Governor Walker.

· Improving standards for new teachers by instituting a more rigorous teacher licensure exam and creating a collaborative process to develop reports on the performance of recent graduates from the state’s teacher training programs. 


Meanwhile, Governor Walker has been hard at work supporting reading in other ways.  He is leading by example by personally mentoring and reading with a child at Bruce Guadalupe Community School in Milwaukee.  He has asked each cabinet secretary to also read to children and to develop a Read to Lead initiative in their department; many already have:


· The Department of Children and Families has agreed to include reading in its YoungStar childcare rating system.


· The Department of Tourism has created a statewide tour of famous literary destinations,


· The Department of Corrections has agreed to work with correctional facilities to support reading.  

Efforts like these and others to be supported by the Read to Lead Development Council will help continually put an emphasis on reading to ultimately drive results.


Educator Effectiveness


At the end of 2011, the Governor’s Office completed work with various stakeholders including State Superintendent Tony Evers, the heads of state teachers’ unions, school boards, school administrators, and others to develop a comprehensive and fair teacher and principal evaluation system.  The system will evaluate teachers and principals on multiple measures of educator practice (50%) as well as measures of student growth, rather than attainment, (50%).  These measures were developed to reward, rather than punish, teachers and principals for taking on a challenging assignment.  These systems were created through recently-passed legislation (SB-461/AB-558) and steps towards implementation will soon follow.


This is a big step for a state like Wisconsin where just a couple of years ago it was illegal to tie student outcome data to the teachers who taught them.  It was still illegal to make hiring and firing decisions based on that information until the passage of collective bargaining reform and Act 105, which will allow schools and districts the ability to make staffing decisions based on merit, not seniority.  Thus Wisconsin has ended the destructive practice that until last year was mandated on all schools known as Last In, First Out (LIFO).

This system is not just about making staffing decisions, however.  Perhaps more important, this system will give all teachers and principals the feedback they need to grow and thrive in their profession.  Ultimately, the ability to be rewarded for long-term positive results for children will make teaching a more attractive profession.


It is important to note that Wisconsin would be one of the first states to have a comprehensive system to evaluate not only all of its teachers but also its principals.  Finally, ALL teachers will be evaluated, not just the roughly one-third of them with standardized tests in their grade and subject area.  We plan to evaluate and provide feedback for teachers of social studies, art, foreign languages, P.E., and more.  Teachers without a state or district assessment in their subject area will work collaboratively with their administrators to set challenging goals tied to student outcomes.


School Accountability & No Child Left Behind


Following a July Symposium hosted by the nonpartisan Lafollette Institute, Governor Walker convened a 29-member group of educational stakeholders in the fall to make recommendations to improve school accountability.  The group set forth recommendations for the creation of a report card that would allow parents and community members to easily determine how schools are performing compared to benchmarks and one another.  

The report card will measure student growth and attainment in all schools that receive public funds: traditional public, public charter, and schools in private choice programs.  It will report graduation rates and completion rates on post-secondary course work such as AP exams as well as school characteristics like the free and reduced lunch rate or whether art and music are offered.  


Additionally, the DPI has applied for a waiver from the federal government’s No Child Left Behind Law.  The law was a good first step towards accountability but it is time to take a more nuanced look at how schools are performing and we feel Wisconsin can lead the way. 


Wisconsin wants to set high standards and we hope Secretary Duncan, in awarding waivers, will stand up for accountability and ensure no state is allowed to shirk its responsibility to set high standards for every child in its schools.  However, the federal government must attach as few strings as possible to waivers so states like ours can be free to innovate and improve our education system.  

Additionally, some more work is needed to ensure all schools of all types are treated fairly and held accountable to high standards with real consequences for failure.  More work is also needed from DPI and others to develop detail on school turnaround plans and to put more emphasis on replication of best practices as a supplement to turnaround.  Once the waiver has been approved by the federal government, stakeholders have agreed to work towards further legislation to put some of these changes into effect.


While more work is needed, we expect the final product to have major positive implications for improving student outcomes and informed parental choice through increased accountability and transparency. 

Serving Students with Special Needs


When considering improvements made to our education system, we must never forget our most vulnerable students.  In the past year we have made a number of reforms to help students with special needs.


We passed a bill (SB-485/AB-322) that makes alternative format textbooks available to students with disabilities at no additional cost.  By working with higher education leaders, disability advocates, and textbook publishers, we passed a bill everyone could be proud to support. We also heard from veterans groups that reminded us of our duty to support our returning heroes, many of whom return with difficulty reading printed text.


For more than a decade, disability groups in Wisconsin worked to limit circumstances under which pupils could be secluded or restrained.  While sometimes such extreme measures are needed to protect both students and teachers from physical harm, the practice sometimes was used too liberally or was done while parents were kept in the dark.  This hard fought effort came to its conclusion this year after compromise language was drafted and passed into law (SB-353/AB-455).  The new law will ensure seclusion or restraint is only used when absolutely necessary and that when it is used, parents are informed.


Fundamental Reform as a Foundation for Results

Budget Changes and the Role of Unions


The savings included in the budget repair bill have provided very real relief for state and local governments, including school districts.  Districts are saving hundreds of millions of dollars and are free to enact reforms like merit pay or a differentiated educator career ladder because they no longer have to ask intransigent unions for their permission. 


Union bargaining was out of control and resulted in an “emeritus program” in Green Bay that paid retired teachers a year’s salary for doing 30 days of work, a program in Milwaukee that gave teachers two pensions and put average annual total compensation above $100,000 in one of the nation’s worst performing urban districts, and the firing of an 86-year-old volunteer crossing guard in Wausau because he wasn’t a member of the union.  These, along with countless other examples, crippled reform and served the interest of union leaders at the expense of students.  Teachers may still join a union if they wish but now they have a choice; before, hundreds of dollars in annual dues were deducted from teachers’ salaries by the district and given to the union without giving teachers a say.


Additionally, by removing health insurance from collective bargaining negotiations, school districts have been provided greater flexibility to select the insurance carrier of their choice. Previously, in many cases, collective bargaining resulted in the selection of WEA Trust, the union-created insurance company, as the carrier of choice. Conservative savings estimates of switching from that plan to the still generous state plan are in the tens if not hundreds of millions of dollars annually.  Coupling that with the pension savings would account for 80 percent of the entire biennial aid reduction in the budget before healthcare contribution savings are even factored in.  Other creative changes made by districts like sharing or contracting out for services are saving even more.

In fact, the districts that struggled with this were the ones with existing long-term contracts and unions that were unwilling to budge. The unions claimed the fight was over collective bargaining and that they were willing to pay for benefits.  However, recently the Milwaukee union and others refused to sign an MOU that would have saved hundreds of jobs and allowed them to keep their collective bargaining for the remainder of the contract in exchange for the very same reasonable concessions they said they previously agreed to in principle.  Fortunately, the Milwaukee union recently reversed course and agreed to make changes to save teacher jobs even over the strong objection of other unions who feared concessions would “enable Governor Walker to claim victory” and “prove detrimental to recalling him.”

Despite differences of opinions on many of these issues, we have been and will continue to work with unions and others on issues including educator effectiveness.  Additionally, Act 105 provided additional relief from state mandates to school districts.  Some of the major reforms in that bill included allowing school districts the flexibility to:

· Decide how to target funds aimed at reducing class sizes


· Contract out for additional special education services.


· Offer more options to students earning required P.E. credits


· Use library funds to purchase computer hardware and software


Choice/Charter/Virtual


Milwaukee is home to the nation’s oldest school voucher program: the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP).  Choice students are funded at less than half ($6,442 vs. $14,863) that of a Milwaukee Public School (MPS) student but perform better on state tests and achieve better graduation and post-secondary attainment rates while saving taxpayers millions.  We can improve those outcomes even further by increasing accountability for all schools, and by giving parents easier to understand information to make their decision; our school report card initiative will do just that.


Recent research by the University of Arkansas and University of Wisconsin-Madison showed:


· A statistically significant advantage for MPCP over MPS in reading scores and graduation rates and a non-statistically significant advantage in math.


· Choice saves money ($52 million in 2011) for taxpayers.


· MPS schools improved due to competition from MPCP


· MPCP students are more likely than MPS students to graduate on time, more likely to go to enroll in a four-year college, and more likely to stay there.  

This legislative session, we have already removed arbitrary enrollment caps on the Milwaukee choice program, allowed more schools to participate, and expanded the program to Racine.  The number of students allowed to participate in Racine will automatically increase each year before the caps are ultimately removed.


Choice was also increased in public schools by removing restrictions on parents in the state’s open enrolment program.  These changes will significantly expand the traditional open enrollment application period and also allow students to transfer schools at any point if they are being bullied or if, for whatever reason, both the resident and receiving school district agree a change is in the best interest of the child.


Charter schools have also seen a boost through 2011 Act 17, which forbids Milwaukee Public Schools from sitting, in some cases for years, on empty school buildings.  They will now be required to sell or lease these empty buildings.  This has already yielded results with the announcement that successful San Jose, CA charter operator, Rocketship Education, chose Milwaukee as its first expansion city.  They plan to open as many as eight schools serving up to 4,000 elementary school students in the city.

The expansion of technology is essential to improving education.  With technology we can allow the best teacher in a given subject to teach every child in our state.  Hybrid models that allow students to learn part of the day in a traditional setting and part of the day with online course work will allow teachers to individualize instruction and focus on children who are struggling.  Wisconsin e-School and other virtual options in Wisconsin are already making a difference in our classrooms.  Gov. Walker helped these programs expand through open enrollment expansion and by removing the arbitrary enrollment cap in virtual schools in the current budget.

Statewide Student Information System


The Wisconsin Student Information System (SIS), funded in Governor Walker’s 2011-13 budget, will allow for real-time statewide data collection from schools on everything from course grades to attendance to AP scores and more.  Currently, districts contract out for their own SIS and share limited data with the state once or twice a year.  Creating one unified system will ease the burden in dollars and hours involved with having 424 separate district systems.  

Additionally, data will allow for better tracking of students and better accountability metrics for teachers, administrators, and schools.  The SIS will complement the longitudinal data system already under development through a series of federal grants.  While data systems are not always the most exciting educational reform effort, if implemented properly this system has the potential to give teachers, parents, and policymakers a wealth of new information to ultimately make better decisions for children.


Teacher Licensure


Recently passed legislation (SB-461/AB-558) holds both traditional and alternative licensure programs accountable for results through greater transparency and a more rigorous licensure test for teachers of reading.  Additionally, it is important to strengthen alternative routes to certification to ensure qualified applicants with “real world” experience have the ability to share their knowledge with children.


DPI also recently announced a revamp of its teacher licensure and preparation programs.  This work will allow a measure of educator practice as well as content knowledge to be used to evaluate candidates for licensure.  This new Teacher Performance Assessment will be required for all new teachers beginning in the 2015-16 school year.  


The system for licensure will be dramatically streamlined and made available online.  It is hoped this new streamlined system will also open doors to candidates for alternative teacher licensure including those with business or other experience they can bring to the classroom.  

Aligning Education Towards Career Readiness

College and Workforce Readiness Council

In recent years, many states have made serious progress in aligning all educational entities around a goal of college and career readiness.  Since most states have separate institutions that independently focus on early childhood, K-12, and post-secondary education, they have created P-20 councils to further statewide educational alignment and oversight from preschool through doctorate.  

Wisconsin has a skills gap that is leading to unfilled, good-paying jobs in our state:  

· According to the Center on Education and the Workforce, nearly two-thirds of all new job openings in Wisconsin between now and 2018 will require some form of education beyond high school (some college through graduate degrees).  

· Wisconsin ranks 8th in the nation in the number of jobs that will require an associate degree and 26th in the number of jobs that will require a bachelor’s degree.  Students must earn more college degrees and industry certifications of all kinds but especially those that will lead to a family-supporting job.

· Anecdotal evidence suggests many Wisconsinites are returning for a technical or associate degree even after completing a bachelor’s degree.  Self-paced and online courses are also expanding rapidly suggesting even the concept of what a degree means needs to be rethought.  

Wisconsin hopes to learn from other states but to go even further by aligning not only educational institutions towards the same goals, but by also ensuring those goals and efforts are aligned with workforce and economic development efforts.


Through an Executive Order, Governor Walker created The Wisconsin College and Workforce Readiness Council to focus on the following issues, among others:

· Reducing dropout and remediation rates and achievement gaps – Remediation is among the most significant costs in higher education and represents a failure to effectively prepare students for college or career.  Low standards leading to high remediation rates create barriers to success for traditionally underrepresented groups and considerably increase the risk of dropping out.


· Increasing the number of degrees and certificates awarded – More and more jobs in the 21st Century will require post-secondary attainment of some kind.  This partnership will allow groups to work together to increase options for all students from nationally-recognized industry certifications to bachelor’s degrees and beyond.

· Filling high need positions – By creating fast-track programs and getting children interested in technical careers at a younger age, Wisconsin can help fill the skills gap.


· Dual Enrollment – The council can explore ways to ensure all high school (and even middle school) students have access to college credit.  This could be done through virtual programs, the creation of new brick and mortar programs, or the expansion of promising programs like the UW-Oshkosh Cooperative Academic Partnership Program.  However, agreements should be structured to ensure credits can be earned at little to no cost to the student.


· Easing Transitions – Transferring credits between higher education institutions to receive an additional or a higher-level degree should present as small a burden as possible to the student.  The council members should work together to make this a reality.


Technical Diploma

A new program that received wide bipartisan support in the past legislative session allows schools to offer technical training programs that lead to valuable skills and certifications.


Far more than traditional shop or vocational education classes, districts adopt nationally-recognized certifications or partner with local employers to develop programs that deliver the skills employers want.


Just as college students complete general education requirements and then work towards their major, AB-447/SB-335 allows school districts to create a technical diploma that could be earned above the traditional high school diploma.  The new program would:


· Require any student who wished to participate to complete the state-required core credits and any additional credits required by the district in order to receive a diploma.

· Students would then work towards one of the DPI-recommended list of nationally recognized certifications or a district-developed certification.


· DPI’s recommended list of certifications could include those developed by organizations from Apple and Microsoft to the National Association of Manufacturers and the National Center for Construction Education & Research.


Second Chance

The Second Chance Program utilizes competency-based, on the job learning to serve at-risk high school juniors and seniors who would likely not otherwise graduate.  SB-361/AB-451 expands the existing pilot program to create additional incentives for districts and businesses to partner.

Local school districts wishing to participate would contract with participating businesses to offer this unique opportunity to eligible students.  Classrooms, referred to as education centers, are established within manufacturing sites, allowing students to work towards graduation while earning a wage and real vocational and “soft” skills under the supervision of DPI certified instructors and employer mentors.  

Students in the program have an alternative curriculum that utilizes real world scenarios developed by instructors and business leaders.  Students also receive payment with consistent raises from their employer while working towards a diploma (either traditional or technical), not a GED.


Early Childhood Education


Wisconsin’s reform agenda builds on current strengths and investments that ensure children have access to quality early childhood programs. 


The state invested early and significantly to ensure high needs children have access to early learning and development programs, through its pre-Kindergarten (4K) programs, Head Start state supplement, commitments to programs serving children with disabilities, and policies in its child care subsidy program that ensure those who need subsidized care are able to receive it. 


Additionally, we developed comprehensive model Early Learning Standards aligned with academic standards and inclusive of the five domains of school readiness. It has used these to inform best practices in curriculum and assessment, to develop its quality rating and improvement system and to inform professional development activities. 


Youngstar, a tiered quality rating and improvement system (QRIS), evaluates all child care programs that participate in its subsidy program.  Wisconsin also invested in an outcome evaluation to validate the impact of its quality levels on child outcomes and in training and technical assistance activities aimed at moving providers to a higher level of quality. 


Wisconsin established a broad-based, inclusive Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC) to inform the development of a high quality state system of early learning and development.

A number of grants have allowed a longitudinal data system for children and youth K-16 to inform progress on measurable objectives; it has also invested in a variety of program-specific early childhood data sets that, taken together, allow us to improve services and policies related to key outcomes of interest. 


Wisconsin is well positioned to build on these investments to improve the quality and performance of its early learning and development programs; to ensure that high needs children have access to and receive the services they need to enter school ready to learn; and, as a result, to reduce the state’s achievement gap.   

Common Core State Standards Implementation


Following criticism that No Child Left Behind led to a “race to the bottom” of setting low academic standards (Wisconsin has some of the lowest in the nation), states launched an effort to adopt national, universal, and rigorous standards.  These standards are more sequential and many grades have far fewer standards per grade, which will make using them and holding people accountable for using them much easier.  


National standards are not a national curriculum but they make a statement about which broad concepts we expect Wisconsin’s and America’s children to master.  Schools and teachers will be held accountable for these standards with the adoption of the Smarter Balanced Assessment in 2014-15.  A challenge still remains in the area of implementation as some have criticized DPI’s efforts as focusing more on justifying existing practices than on improving them.  Governor Walker encourages DPI and districts to work together to raise standards.

In the meantime, DPI is working on outreach to schools and our office has worked with Smarter Balanced and DPI so Wisconsin remains at the forefront in the push for more rigorous standards and assessments.  


Today’s Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Exam is based on low standards and, though students take it in the first month or two of school, does not return results until late spring.  This makes the current test almost completely useless for teachers and parents.  Unlike the WKCE, this new test will be taken multiple times throughout the year instead of just in the fall and will be mostly web-based so results will be returned in a tiny fraction of the time it takes now.  Perhaps the most important change will come when these assessments can be used not only for adult accountability, but also to improve instruction for students so every child can leave high school fully prepared for college or a career.






 
Health Care
Gov. Bobby Jindal: Patients Over Bureaucrats (RGPPC)
 
Louisiana Senate panel sinks plan to set up health insurance exchange (NOLA.com)
 
Time for a Medicaid-Education Grand Swap (WSJ)
 
Immigration status is a health policy challenge (Politico)
 
Study: Medicare quality ratings may be ‘counterproductive’ (The Hill)
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Energy and Environment
Governor: Energy relief will come to Interior Alaska — eventually (News Miner)
 
Higher Electricity Prices at Center of Energy Debate (Texas Tribune)
 
Obama to tout renewable energy in Iowa (The Hill)
 
Giving Hydrogen Fuel-Cell Cars Another Chance (Slate)
 
Will cheap shale gas revive U.S. manufacturing? Not so fast. (Washington Post)
 
Tidal Electricity Will be Flowing in Maine (AOL Energy)
 
Republicans look to bury Obama on coal issues (Politico)
 
Text of the G8 Energy and Climate Change Action Fact Sheet (AOL Energy)
 
Gregory Jaczko announces resignation from NRC (Politico)
 
Christie backs EPA order against Pa. power plant (Politico)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
US Chamber to Congress on transportation bill: You're doing it wrong (CS Monitor)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Gov. Corbett Adds Pension Reform To Budget Agenda (AP)
 
 
Education
Branstad pushes for teacher leadership programs (AP)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
McDonnell: Moving ahead on job creation (Roanoke Times)
 
Startup Act’s economic benefits (Politico)
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Health Care
Alabama Officials: Amendment necessary to fund Medicaid (AP)
 
Few states set for health exchanges (Politico)
 
Targeting John Roberts: The left tries to intimidate the High Court on ObamaCare (WSJ)
 
Factors Contributing to Low Use and Complexity (GAO)
 
Notre Dame, other groups file new lawsuits against contraception rule (Politico)
 
A Long View on Health Care: Think Like an Investor (NY Times)
 
HHS signs $20M PR contract to promote healthcare law (The Hill)
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Energy and Environment
Study: Wind Power Can Save Midwestern Consumers $3 to $9.5 Billion Annually by 2020
(Cleantechnica)
 
Could More Midwest Wind Really Save Ratepayers Billions? (AOL Energy)
 
House GOP vows to keep pushing measures on energy (Politico)
 
Idaho National Laboratory chief suggested revising nuke deal (Idaho Statesman)
 
As Mining Surges in Michigan’s North, State Looks at Taking Control (Stateline)
 
Oil boom strikes Kansas (CNN Money)
 
MI bills regulating natural gas production unlikely to advance (Detroit News)
 
Yucca critic named to head nuclear regulatory agency (LV Sun)
 
State considers cisterns as pollution remedy amid concerns over fracking (AP)
 
Congressmen criticize delay on Keystone pipeline (Akansas News)
 
California Expands Rooftop Solar-Power Program (WSJ)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Deep dredging of Miami’s port gets final environmental OK (Miami Herald)
 
Bill boosting public hearings on Port Authority toll hikes heads to Christie's desk (North Jersey)
 
Gov. Deal endorses sales tax to benefit transportation (Neighbor News)
 
 
Education
Student loan bills stall in Senate (Politico)
 
MI teachers unions on board with plans to pilot evaluation plan, but lawmakers are mulling the $6
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million price tag (M Live)
 
 
Health Care
Senate Easily Approves Bill on Drug Reviews (WSJ)
 
Joint Commission adds health, wellness rules (Fierce Healthcare)
 
Best Practices in SHAP Outreach, Eligibility, and Enrollment Activities (Urban Institute)
 
The Fork in the Road for Health Care (NY Times)
 
Michael W. McConnell: The Liberal Legal Meltdown Over ObamaCare (WSJ)
 
Va. taking steps toward health care reform framework (Richmond Times)
 
Illinois House passes bill to cut $1.6 billion from Medicaid (Sun Times)
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Energy and Environment
LNG Exporters Sail by U.S. Manufacturers (Forbes)
 
Sen. Murkowski's fresh energy plan to look beyond 2012 (CNBC)
 
China paying billions for oil deals in the Americas (CNN)
 
Shale gas boom helps slash US emissions (Financial Times)
 
Top Senate Democrat predicts no big energy changes this year (Fuel Fix)
 
Bjorn Lomborg on the Rio Green Summit: Poverty Pollutes (Daily Beast)
 
Drilling boom spurring clean up push (Fuel Fix)
 
Examiner editorial: Despite Solyndra, Obama still trying to reshape energy industry (Washington
Examiner)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Public Pensions Faulted for Bets on Rosy Returns (NY Times)
 
 
Education
A Chance For Every Child (Romney for President)
 
Mitt Romney taps Idaho superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Luna as education adviser (Idaho
Press)
 
Ditch College for All (Real Clear Politics)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Is Federal Red Tape Tying Up Innovative Job Programs? (Stateline)
 
'Meaningful Work' (Real Clear Politics)
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Health Care
Utah’s health-care reform: UnObamacare (Economist)
 
Many hospitals, doctors offer cash discount for medical bills (LA Times)
 
Timing Matters: States Waiting for a Supreme Court Decision to Plan an Exchange (KFF)
 
House plans two votes to repeal healthcare law before Supreme Court ruling (The Hill)
 
An Overview of Recent Section 1115 Medicaid Demonstration Waiver Activity (KFF)
 
Insurance Plans Fall Short of Health Law Standards (Stateline)
 
Improvised Explosive Device Tax (WSJ)
 
Continuity of care document could be boon to public health efforts (Fierce Health IT)
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Budget & Tax
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder: Budget 'balancing act' left room for tax relief, more education funding
(MLive)
 
 
Education
Waivers for 8 More States From ‘No Child Left Behind’ (NY Times)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Snyder questions renewable energy ballot plan (AP)
 
Iowa tax credits making solar a better investment (Quad-City Times)
 
State seeks public comment on Exxon's Point Thomson plan (Anchorage Daily News)
 
Transmission Work Slows Amid Regulation, Local Opposition (AOL)
 
Technology Improving Geothermal Energy Economics (AOL)
 
What is the Upshot of Low(er) Gas Prices? (National Journal)
 
 
Health Care
Conservatives campaign against insurance exchanges (USA Today)
 
Three ‘What-if’ Scenarios for Obamacare (National Review)
 
IT could end up being health reform’s highest hurdle (Politico)
 
Poll: Majority supports special courts for malpractice suits (The Hill)
 
Medical device tax is questioned (Politico)
 
Few takers for Obama’s small-business health care tax credit; Congress unlikely to fix flaws (Washington
Post)
 
Revised FDA bill would cut deficit by $370 million (The Hill)
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Report: Common framework benefits state Medicaid updates (Fierce HealthIT)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Incentives, not just pro-business climate, pull jobs to SC (The State)
 
 
Public Safety
Gun rights constitutional amendment clears Senate, headed for November ballot (The Times-Picayune)
 
 
Other
Our Imbecilic Constitution (NY Times)
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Budget and Tax
Maryland Taxes Spark Largest Exodus of Any State in Region (Change MD)
 
 
Education
Gov. Bill Haslam says he's committed to teacher evaluations (Times Free Press)
 
Federal waiver in hand, state to get tough evaluating schools (Columbus Dispatch)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Parnell says gas is Interior’s future (Fairbanks Daily News)
 
Commission Reviews Idaho Power’s Energy Efficiency Programs (Idaho Times-News)
 
Even in Coal Country, the Fight for an Industry (NY Times)
 
A Conservative's Approach to Combating Climate Change (The Atlantic)
 
Washington’s roadblocks to clean energy (Boston Globe)
 
 
Health Care
ObamaCare in Reverse: Maine deregulates the insurance market. Premiums fall. (WSJ)
 
Clueless about Medicare (Washington Post)
 
FDA reauthorization approved by House (The Hill)
 
 
Pensions
LA legislature approves retirement plan (Advocate)
 
Senate Republicans eye new pension plan for state, school employees (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
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Recommended Read
Christie Rails Against Obama at CPAC in Chicago (ABC News)
 
 
Budget and Tax
GOP governors bolster online sales tax push (The Hill)
 
Gov. Deal freezes Georgia gas tax (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Ohio picking up slack in energy policy (Dispatch)
 
Daniel Yergin: America’s New Energy Reality (NY Times)
 
Zakaria: The game-changer in the geopolitics of energy (CNN)
 
Texas Gets Creative With Recycling Water (The Texas Tribune)
 
State has new tool to facilitate infrastructure (Anchorage Daily News)
 
OPEC's Pending Bloodbath (Forbes)
 
House Slaps Obama On Yucca Mountain, Nuclear Power (Investors)
 
A Senate Referendum on Obama's War on Coal (Townhall)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Walker focusing on jobs for remainder of term (LaCrosse Tribune)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
As rail expansion nears end, DART faces challenge: how to add riders (Dallas Morning News)
 
 
Education

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2012/06/christie-rails-against-obama-at-cpac-in-chicago/
http://thehill.com/blogs/on-the-money/domestic-taxes/231899-gop-governors-bolster-sales-tax-push
http://onlineathens.com/local-news/2012-06-09/gov-deal-freezes-georgia-gas-tax
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/editorials/2012/06/10/ohio-picking-up-slack-in-energy-policy.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/10/opinion/sunday/the-new-politics-of-energy.html?_r=1
http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2012/06/10/zakaria-the-game-changer-in-the-geopolitics-of-energy/
http://www.texastribune.org/texas-environmental-news/water-supply/texas-gets-creative-recycled-water/
http://www.adn.com/2012/06/10/2499742/state-has-new-tool-to-facilitate.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/matthewhulbert/2012/06/10/opecs-pending-bloodbath/
http://news.investors.com/article/614276/201206081821/house-votes-to-complete-yucca-mountain.htm
http://townhall.com/columnists/philkerpen/2012/06/09/a_senate_referendum_on_obamas_war_on_coal
http://lacrossetribune.com/news/state-and-regional/wi/walker-focusing-on-jobs-for-remainder-of-term/article_7e2f784a-cabe-52e3-b640-0f57ec38e3f1.html
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/transportation/20120610-as-rail-expansion-nears-end-dart-faces-challenge-how-to-add-riders.ece



The lethal linkage of Medicaid costs and tuition (Politico)
 
Subprime college educations (Washington Post)
 
Market can fix student loans (Politico)
 
Congress in a pinch over student loan interest rates (Politico)
 
 
Pensions
Public pension reform can't come soon enough (Arizona Daily Sun)
 
Indiana Gov. Daniels: Public sector unions a ‘bad idea’ (Washington Times)
 
Gov. Walker's big win could fuel Pa. pension reform (The Patriot-News)
 
Steven Malanga: State Politicians and the Public Pension Cookie Jar (WSJ)
 
 
Health Care
Health Insurance Exchange Design Tool Now Available to States (Hospital Review)
 
Some states too small to succeed with health exchanges (Politico)
 
Repeal of the Medical-Device Tax Is Life-Saving Legislation (Forbes)
 
Health Care After the Supreme Court Ruling (NYT)
 
Stakes High For Consumers And Industry As Court Weighs Health Law (Kaiser Health News)
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Budget & Tax
Michigan forecasts highest tax revenue in 5 years (Lansing State Journal)
 
Gov. Christie asks Cabinet to prepare for potential government shutdown if budget talks stall (NJ.com)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Exxon says it's moving to develop oil and gas field at Point Thomson (Anchorage Daily News)
 
Miss. OKs coal mine (AP)
 
Gov. Tom Corbett: Others still vying for planned Pa. refinery (AP)
 
High U.S. oil production leads to partisan debate (Politico)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Iowa approves $2.6B road plan over next 5 years (Quad-City Times)
 
Report: Michigan and Canada reach deal to build new bridge; Snyder expected to announce Friday (M-
Live)
 
 
Education
Public School Alternatives Gain Steam in States (Stateline)
 
 
Health Care
Steep Rise in Health Costs Projected (WSJ)
 
Branstad: State employees must pay for health care; predicts Obama will fail in Iowa (Des Moines
Register)
 
Branstad working on ‘Obamacare’ alternative (Des Moines Register)
 
GOP adjusts health care strategy (Politico)
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Medicaid Costs Loom Over States’ Tepid Economic Recovery (KHN)
 
States’ Progress on Exchanges (NY Times)
 
Navigating the Health Care Maze (NY Times)
 
Report: Health Spending Will Climb To Nearly One-Fifth Of GDP (KHN)
 
Projections: ACA will have small impact on spending growth (Politico)
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Budget & Tax
Sandoval says he opposes business-tax initiative, wouldn’t sign it (Las Vegas Sun)
 
N.J. lawmakers headed for showdown over income tax cuts as budget deadline nears (Star-Ledger)
 
Business tax negotiations get serious (Politico)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Oil Boom: North Dakota is the Next Hub of U.S. Energy (Popular Mechanics)
 
In Energy Policy, A Year Marked by Clashes in Federalism (Stateline)
 
Energy Abundance vs. the Poverty of Energy Literacy (The American)
 
Five Major Energy Problems the Next President Has to Face (Brookings Institute)
 
Cuomo Proposal Would Restrict Gas Drilling to a Struggling Area (NY Times)
 
Pa. lawmakers offer Shell tax credit plans (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
Divided OPEC grapples with whether to cut production, prop up oil prices (Washington Post)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Highway conference leaders trade blame for negotiation breakdown (The Hill)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Post-Recall Wisconsin Open for Business, Governor Says (Stateline)
 
State revenues rose 8.3 percent in May (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
Chamber sees rosy future for N.D. (Bismarck Tribune)
 
Utah ranks second among the next economic ‘boom states’ (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
 
Education
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State's teacher eval plan moves forward (Santa Fe - New Mexican)
 
Scrapping College for All (Part 2) (Real Clear Politics)
 
 
Pensions
New Mexico's investment, pension funds gain $2B during first quarter of the year (AP)
 
 
Health Care
Gov. Snyder announces Pure Michigan FIT program at Wyoming Family Fare store (M-Live)
 
Romney Outlines How He Would 'Replace Obamacare' (KHN)
 
Tom Scully: Even If Health Law Survives Court Challenge, Congress Could Delay Timetable (KHN)
 
Scott Walker: "No doubt" striking down health law would help economy (CBS News)
 
Health-care act may not change cost trajectory (Columbus Dispatch)
 
AdvaMed’s Nexon: Expect More Health Cost Reduction Pressure (KHN)
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Recommended Reads
Governor Brownback's Reformed Kansas Could Have Missouri Singing The Blues (Forbes)
 
Kasich touts latest reforms (Columbus Dispatch)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Dalrymple urges speedy, safe building of pipelines in North Dakota (AP)
 
Oil Boom: North Dakota is the Next Hub of U.S. Energy (Popular Mechanics)
 
Does the US need a national energy policy? (Energy Collective)
 
Congestion Pricing for Road Finance: Time to Replace Gasoline Taxes? (Master Resource)
 
The Gas Is Always Greener When It Leaks Less (Bloomberg)
 
Senators clear the air in a toxic dispute (Politico)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Detroit bridge announcement expected today (Lansing State Journal)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Gov. Christie trumpets N.J.'s 17,600 new jobs in May, state's biggest boost in 7 years (Star-Ledger)
 
Gold and silver help drive Utah's export growth to new heights (Deseret News)
 
Republican governors, statehouses linked to job creation more than Democrats (The Daily Caller)
 
 
Education
Louisiana officials are still working on how to assess private schools receiving vouchers (The Times-
Picayune)
 
MI House passes teacher pension reform bill (The Detroit News)
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Health Care
Red states eye health exchanges (Politico)
 
States Push to Contain Health Costs (Stateline)
 
Examiner Editorial: New study confirms Obamacare won't contain health costs (Washington Examiner)
 
Revised proposal calls for accelerating DHS reforms in Oklahoma (The Oklahoman)
 
Walker defiant on health care law (Post Crescent)
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Recommended Read
Competing Globally: Governors Give, Get Ideas (Stateline)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Corbett wants speedy approval of $1.6 billion in petrochemical tax credits (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
Uranium debate still fierce (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
Gov. Matt Mead says Wyoming should continue to explore China coal exports (AP)
 
The Enlightened Classroom (WSJ)
 
Shell tax breaks would pay off for Pennsylvania (Philadelphia Inquirer)
 
America, Start Your Natural-Gas Engines (WSJ)
 
Bakken Formation a million years in the making (AP)
 
A Slick About-Face on Oil (Barron's)
 
Private Fix for Public Parks (WSJ)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Bridge deal may boost gov's legacy (Detroit News)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Branstad touts job growth (Quad-City Times)
 
 
Immigration
Brewer decries Obama “backdoor amnesty” policy (AZ Capitol Times)
 
Small Employers Welcome Work Permits for Young Immigrants (WSJ)
 
Obama Moves Shake Up Maryland Dream Act Debate (Stateline)
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Education
State of Alaska sets new education standards (Fairbanks Daily News-Miner)
 
 
Health Care
GOP on health care: Repeal quickly, replace slowly (AP)
 
Uncertainty Over Law Casts Shadow Over Health Care Innovations (Kaiser Health News)
 
Life After the Health Care Ruling: The Court Should Strike It All Down (NY Times)
 
Op-Ed: Why I No Longer Support the Health Insurance Mandate (WSJ)
 
The Folly of ObamaCare (RCP)
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GOP Governors Message on Obamacare
Statement of Governor Bob McDonnell on U.S. Supreme Court Decision on the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (Gov. McDonnell)
 
Statement from Governor Chris Christie Regarding Supreme Court Decision on Affordable Care Act
(Gov. Christie)
 
Governor Walker’s Reaction to the U.S. Supreme Court Ruling on ObamaCare (Gov. Walker)
 
Gov. Daugaard Disappointed With U.S. Supreme Court Decision, Will Weigh Options
(Gov. Daugaard)
 
Deal, Olens disappointed by ruling on Obamacare (Gov. Deal)
 
Governor’s Statement on Supreme Court Ruling (Gov. Parnell)
 
Statement by Gov. Perry on Supreme Court Ruling Regarding Obamacare (Gov. Perry)
 
Gov. Brownback: Stopping ObamaCare in Hands of American People (Gov. Brownback)
 
Gov Bentley Responds to Obamacare Ruling (Gov. Bentley)
 
Gov. Mary Fallin Statement on Supreme Court Ruling on Health Care (Gov. Fallin)
 
Statement from Governor Scott Regarding Obamacare Supreme Court Decision (Gov. Scott)
 
Gov. Jindal on Supreme Court Ruling on Obamacare (Gov. Jindal)
 
Branstad and Reynolds release statements on Supreme Court ruling (Gov. Branstad)
 
Governor Corbett Comments on U.S. Supreme Court Healthcare Decision (Gov. Corbett)
 
Governor Phil Bryant Comments on Obamacare Ruling (Gov. Bryant)
 
Statement from Governor Nikki Haley on Supreme Court Ruling (Gov. Haley)
 
Governor Paul LePage Releases Statement Regarding US Supreme Court’s Ruling on the PPACA
(Gov. LePage)
 
Statement by Governor Jan Brewer (Gov. Brewer)
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Governor issues statement on ruling of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(Gov. Snyder)
 
Sandoval Statement on U.S. Supreme Court Ruling on Affordable Care Act (Gov. Sandoval)
 
Kasich & Taylor Statement on U.S. Supreme Court Health Care Ruling (Gov. Kasich)
 
 
Other SCOTUS Health Care Decision News
Supreme Court upholds Obama’s health-care law (Washington Post)
 
RGA Statement on Supreme Court Decision (RGA)
 
GOP governors vow to ignore Obamacare (Washington Examiner)
 
Health Ruling Won't Cure States' Ills (WSJ)
 
Daugaard delaying health insurance work until presidential election (AP)
 
If court upholds health law, Tennessee is ready, Haslam says (Times Free Press)
 
Gov. Christie to weigh options after Obama health care law is ruled constitutional (Star-Ledger)
 
Snyder eyes federal, state health exchange (AP)
 
Kansas awards Medicaid contracts to 3 companies (AP)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Salazar announces 'targeted leasing' in Arctic (Juneau Empire)
 
Wyoming groups, governor laud fracking rules delay (Casper Star-Tribune)
 
Utility commission urging Texans to conserve energy (Statesman)
 
Oil, gas production bounces back in New Mexico (Santa Fe New Mexican)
 
Christie: No decision on banning fracking waste (AP)
 
 
Immigration
States hope to implement immigration laws after Arizona ruling (Reuters)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Congress reaches deal on transportation bill, the first since 2005 (Washington Post)
 
Highway deal: Keystone out; compromise clears path (Politico)
 
 
Education
Alabama leads nation in reading improvement, report shows (The Huntsville Times)
 
Panels review Wyo. education standards (Wyoming News)
 
State business leaders push back against school testing critics (Statesman)

http://www.michigan.gov/snyder/0,4668,7-277-57577-281462--,00.html
http://gov.nv.gov/news/item/4294973657/
http://governor.ohio.gov/Portals/0/pdf/news/06.28.12%20Kasich%20and%20Taylor%20Statement%20on%20US%20Supreme%20Court%20Health%20Care%20Ruling.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/supreme-court-to-rule-thursday-on-health-care-law/2012/06/28/gJQAarRm8V_story.html
http://www.rga.org/homepage/rga-statement-on-supreme-court-decision/
http://washingtonexaminer.com/gop-governors-vow-to-ignore-obamacare/article/2500862
file:////c/Health%20Ruling%20Won't%20Cure%20States'%20Ills
http://www.argusleader.com/viewart/20120627/UPDATES/306270078/Daugaard-delaying-health-insurance-work-until-presidential-election
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2012/jun/28/if-court-upholds-health-law-state-is/
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/06/gov_christie_to_weigh_options.html
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20120627/POLITICS02/206270348/1022/POLITICS/Snyder-eyes-federal-state-health-exchange
http://www.kansascity.com/2012/06/27/3679976/kansas-awards-medicaid-contracts.html
http://juneauempire.com/state/2012-06-27/salazar-announces-targeted-leasing-arctic#.T-yk3hfY__O
http://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/wyoming/wyoming-groups-governor-laud-fracking-rules-delay/article_d1ded9c4-df36-5608-a2ac-8ccdebd2d89e.html
http://www.statesman.com/news/texas/utility-commission-urging-texans-to-conserve-energy-2405496.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/Local%20News/062812energy
http://www.app.com/viewart/20120627/NJNEWS10/306270085/Christie-No-decision-banning-fracking-waste
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/06/27/us-usa-immigration-lawsuits-idUSBRE85Q1RY20120627
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/trafficandcommuting/congress-reaches-deal-on-transportation-bill-the-first-since-2005/2012/06/27/gJQA8U8W7V_story.html
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0612/77914.html
http://blog.al.com/breaking/2012/06/alabama_leads_nation_in_readin.html
http://www.wyomingnews.com/articles/2012/06/27/news/20local_06-27-12.txt
http://www.statesman.com/news/texas-politics/state-business-leaders-push-back-against-school-testing-2405581.html


 
Community college trustees approve freeze on tuition (Kennebec Journal)
 
Iowa seeks freeze on No Child Left Behind targets (AP)
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Budget and Tax
Gov. Chris Christie: Democrats wrong not to cut taxes (Star-Ledger)
 
SC budget negotiators agree on small biz tax cuts (AP)
 
 
Energy & Environment
In New Hampshire, No Veto on Cap-and-Trade Compromise (Stateline)
 
Virginia politicians complain about exclusion in offshore drilling plan (Washington Post)
 
U.S. opens more Arctic, Gulf areas for oil, gas drilling (USA Today)
 
What The Frack? Natural Gas Producer Buys Into Solar (AOL Energy)
 
US Crude Oil Exports Could Make Sense Says EIA Head (AOL Energy)
 
Backers vow to keep Keystone in pipeline (Politico)
 
Keystone pipeline is cleared for construction in Oklahoma (The Oklahoman)
 
More of Gulf of Mexico to Open for Drilling (The Texas Tribune)
 
 
Economic Development
Gov. Walker Op-Ed: A Wisconsin plan for Illinois? (Chicago Tribune)
 
 
Education
Glenn Harlan Reynolds: The Higher Education Bubble Is Going To Burst (RCP)
 
 
Health Care
Christie says there's no hurry on health care bill (AP)
 
Daniels says legislators to decide Medicaid change (AP)
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http://energy.aol.com/2012/06/28/what-the-frack-natural-gas-producer-buys-into-solar
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http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0612/77990.html
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http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Christie-says-there-s-no-hurry-on-health-care-bill-3670054.php
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Governors React Nationwide to High Court Health Ruling (Stateline)
 
ObamaCare's 7 Tax Hikes On Under $250,000-A-Year Earners (Forbes)
 
The Republican recipe for repeal (Politico)
 
High Court Health Care Ruling Shifts Action To States (NPR)
 
What Will The States Do On Medicaid? (KHN)
 
Medicaid Decision Looms for States (WSJ)
 
States give mixed reviews to health care ruling (USA Today)

http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/governors-react-nationwide-to-high-court-health-ruling-85899402014
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ashleaebeling/2012/06/28/obamacares-7-tax-hikes-on-under-250000-a-year-earners/
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http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304830704577495130250431676.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_6
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Recommended Reads
Michael Boskin: Obama and 'The Wealth of Nations' (WSJ)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Michigan governor signs small tax cut into law (AP)
 
Christie Trims Budget (WSJ)
 
Gov. Bev Perdue to veto budget for second year in a row (News Observer)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Ahead Of Alaska Drilling, Shell Practices Cleaning Up (NPR)
 
Alaska editorial: Gas distribution is feasible and will work (Juneau Empire)
 
Perdue vetoes bid to start gas fracking in NC (AP)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Transportation bill gets congressional approval (Politico)
 
 
Education
Utah granted waiver to No Child Left Behind (Deseret News)
 
Virginia wins waiver from some No Child Left Behind provisions (Washington Post)
 
$29,409 per-student cost of D.C. public schools puts them in an elite group, but without the results
(AEI)
 
 
Pensions
Patterson: Government pensions are not bottomless pits (East Valley Tribune)
 
 
Health Care
GOP governors aim for health care showdown (Politico)
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http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0612/78024.html



Medicaid ruling could give red states more bargaining power (Politico)
 
Jindal takes stage in GOP initiative against health law (The Times-Picayune)
 
Gov. Rick Scott: Florida won't comply with health care law (AP)
 
Republicans in at least 4 states want to abandon Medicaid expansion after high court ruling (Washington
Post)
 
Obamacare: The Final Battle (National Review)
 
Conservatives' Last Legal Option to Invalidate Obamacare (The New Republic)
 
McDonnell: Medicaid expansion not dead in all red states (Politico)
 
Analysis: Ruling adds hundreds of billions to healthcare law costs (The Hill)
 
Why The Supreme Court Decision on Obamacare May Dramatically Increase the Deficit (Forbes)
 
Approval Ratings for Supreme Court Slip Following Health Care Ruling (Rasmussen)
 
Health Ruling Sets Up Potential Fallout for Federalism (Governing)
 
Morning Bell: Too Many Broken Promises in Obamacare (Heritage)
 

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0612/78040.html
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http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/mood_of_america/supreme_court_update
http://www.governing.com/blogs/fedwatch/gov-supreme-court-ruling-potential-fallout-for-federalism.html
http://blog.heritage.org/2012/07/02/morning-bell-too-many-broken-promises-in-obamacare/
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Energy & Environment
Shale Gas Fuels Refinery "Rebirth" on Gulf Coast (Texas Tribune)
 
Will Shale Gas Be the Single Solution to America's Energy Challenges? (Forbes)
 
More shockingly good news from the shale gas revolution: CO2 emissions will likely fall this year to 1991
levels (AEI)
 
Lawmaker's mistaken vote puts state on a path toward fracking (News and Record)
 
 
Immigration
Gov. Perry Op-Ed: Federal government isn't offering proper toolkit (Austin American-Statesman)
 
 
Education
SD merit-pay plan for teachers goes to public vote (AP)
 
Iowa gets temporary freeze on No Child Left Behind (AP)
 
Kasich in Cleveland signs city-schools bill (Columbus Dispatch)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Alabama governor on how they snagged Airbus: We’re a right to work state (Washington Examiner)
 
 
Health Care
Fifteen governors reject or leaning against expanded Medicaid program (The Hill)
 
Governor Haley and Director Keck: South Carolina’s health care problems demand South Carolina
solutions (Post and Courier)
 
Gov. Haley letter to Sen. DeMint regarding exchanges (Heartland News)
 
States Balk At Expanding Medicaid (KHN)
 
A Strategy to Undo ObamaCare (WSJ)
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http://www.aei-ideas.org/2012/07/more-shockingly-good-news-from-the-shale-gas-revolution-co2-emissions-will-likely-fall-this-year-to-1991-levels/
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http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20120703/PC1002/120709780/1021/south-carolina-s-health-care-problems-demand-south-carolina-solutions
http://news.heartland.org/sites/default/files/letter_to_senator_demint.pdf
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2012/July/02/state-costs-Medicaid-expansion.aspx
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Polls: No big SCOTUS bump for President Obama (Politico)
 
Supreme Court didn't agree with Obama (USA Today)
 
ObamaCare’s now a bigger mess (NY Post)
 
Decision Time For States On The Affordable Care Act (Health Affairs)
 
How Massachusetts is faring under its landmark health-care reform law (CS Monitor)
 
After The Supreme Court, Higher Cost and Unrealistic Timeline Will Force Major Changes (Health
Affairs)
 
Branstad is firm on opposing idea to grow Medicaid (Des Moines Register)
 
Tough health care decisions ahead for ND in wake of Supreme Court ruling (Inforum)
 
Republican Governor of Florida Says State Won’t Expand Medicaid (NY Times)
 
Rick Scott: ACA ‘devastating for patients’ (Politico)
 
Bobby Jindal: Obama ‘success’ is food stamps (Politico)
 
Medicaid Expansion and Jobs (NY Times)
 
 
FYI
Report: Making the Medicaid Expansion an ACA Option: How Many Low-Income Americans Could
Remain Uninsured? (Urban Institute)
 
Chart: How Much Would the Medicaid Expansion Cost Your State? (NY Times)
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Energy & Environment
Pros, cons of new coastal management program debated (Peninsula Clarion)
 
What Does the Future Hold for OPEC? (Oil Price)
 
What price clean air? (Washington Post)
 
The Direct Costs of Energy – Hydro & Nuclear Best, Solar Still Lagging (Forbes)
 
The Wise Way to Regulate Gas Drilling (NY Times)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
New Airbus plant will help put Alabama's business climate on the radar (The Huntsville Times)
 
New Republican governors rapidly bringing down unemployment in their states (Examiner)
 
 
Education
Wisconsin wins 'No Child Left Behind' waiver (Post Crescent)
 
 
Pensions
Adjustments to triple Moody's public plan underfunding calculations (Pensions & Investments)
 
 
Healthcare
Rick Perry: Texas Will Not Be Implementing ObamaCare (Townhall)
 
Gov. Scott: Florida will not implement ObamaCare (Washington Times)
 
Gov. Rick Scott repeats that Florida will not implement health care exchanges (Tampa Bay Times)
 
Why states are reluctant on national health care reform (WisOpinion)
 
Brawling Over Health Care Moves to Rules on Exchanges (NY Times)
 
Officials still seeking Medicaid answers (Montgomery Advertiser)
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Facing crippling health costs, Alaska looks for solutions (Juneau Empire)
 
Reminder: the individual mandate is not the only "tax" in Obamacare (Manhattan Institute)
 
Small Businesses: Big Losers in Obamacare Decision (Fiscal Times)
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RGA Medicaid and Exchange Letter to President Obama
Full text of ‘Medicaid and Exchange Letter’ (RGPPC)
 
Southern governors secede from Medicaid (Politico)
 
McDonnell wants more answers on health care law (Richmond Times Dispatch)
 
Va. Gov. McDonnell undecided on adding to Medicaid: Says too many questions remain (Washington
Times)
 
GOP governors doubt health overhaul can work (AP)
 
 
Official Statements on Obamacare Implementation
Governor Scott: Florida will not implement Obamacare (Washington Times)
 
Governor Perry: Texas Will Not Expand Medicaid or Implement Health Benefit Exchange (Office of Gov.
Perry)
 
Governor Otter: Idaho’s Next Steps On Obamacare Require Further Study, Careful Consideration (Office
of Gov. Otter)
 
Governor Heineman: Nebraska Can’t Afford Medicaid Expansion (Office of Gov. Heineman)
 
Governor Haley: Letter to Sen. Jim DeMint regarding health exchanges (Office of Gov. Haley)
 
 
Budget & Tax
U.S. State and Local Outlook: Timing Is Everything (Moody’s)
 
The Invincible Lie (RCP)
 
Budget Insanity (Fox Business)
 
Obama’s Tax Plan As Stale As Month-Old Bread (Fiscal Times)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Republicans Offer Bill To Bar Backing For Future Solyndras (Bloomberg)
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http://governor.state.tx.us/news/press-release/17408/
http://governor.state.tx.us/news/press-release/17408/
http://gov.idaho.gov/mediacenter/press/pr2012/7Jul/pr_32.html
http://gov.idaho.gov/mediacenter/press/pr2012/7Jul/pr_32.html
http://www.governor.nebraska.gov/news/2012/07/11_medicaid.html
http://governor.sc.gov/News/Pages/RecentNews.aspx
http://www.economy.com/dismal/article_free.asp?cid=231999&tid=ACB9CCCC-2B78-4852-AEC1-B8BAD5B597C9&
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2012/07/11/the_invincible_lie_114757.html
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2012/07/11/budget_insanity_114758.html
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Columns/2012/07/11/Obamas-Tax-Plan-As-Stale-As-Month-Old-Bread.aspx#page1
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-07-10/republicans-offer-bill-to-bar-u-s-backing-for-future-solyndras.html



 
Clean coal tech is ready, but there’s a catch (Politico)
 
North America’s energy wealth (AEI)
 
GOP puts biofuels on the chopping block (The Hill)
 
Park Service loses ground on Canyon air noise (Politico)
 
 
Education
LA Education reform laws allowed to go forward (The Advocate)
 
Gov. Bill Haslam tackles higher ed costs (Times Free Press)
 
Haslam gathers experts to revamp Tennessee higher education (Tennessean)
 
McDonnell plans summit on education reform in Va. (AP)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
America’s Top States for Business 2012 (CNBC)
 
Haley: SC is ‘buzz’ state for industry (The State)
 
A small business plan all can agree on, right? (Politico)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Gov. Haley says pension reform is paying off (AP)
 
Ohio House to consider public pension reform this summer after report urges action for financial
stability (The Plain Dealer)
 
 
Healthcare
For Some States, Medicaid Expansion May Be a Tough Fiscal Call (Stateline)
 
Experts on Medicaid: Go slow (Politico)
 
NGA letter to Secretary Sebelius (NGA)
 
Secretary Sebelius letter in response to NGA letter (NPR)
 
How Obamacare Taxes Hurt Seniors (US News)
 
States Interpret Ruling to Cut Medicaid (House set for second vote to repeal Obama healthcare reform
law (The Hill)

Obamacare: Storm Coming (National Review)
 
Otter still open to exchange, Medicaid expansion (AP)
 
Jindal promises health revamp (The Advocate)
 
Obamacare a minefield for workers in Oklahoma (The Oklahoman)

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0712/78361.html#ixzz20KFDr5Lw
http://www.aei-ideas.org/2012/07/north-americas-energy-wealth/
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/237183-house-gop-puts-biofuels-on-the-chopping-block
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0712/78370.html#ixzz20KGhI3Of
http://theadvocate.com/news/3275881-123/education-reform-laws-allowed-to
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2012/jul/11/haslam-tackles-higher-ed-costs/?news
http://www.tennessean.com/article/20120710/NEWS04/307100043/Haslam-gathers-experts-to-revamp-Tennessee-higher-education?gcheck=1&nclick_check=1
http://hamptonroads.com/2012/07/mcdonnell-plans-summit-education-reform-va
http://www.cnbc.com/id/46413845
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/11/2349231/haley-sc-is-buzz-state-for-industry.html#storylink=cpy
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0712/78353.html#ixzz20KGF2OK0
http://m.apnews.com/ap/db_268748/contentdetail.htm?contentguid=GrRh8edU
http://www.cleveland.com/open/index.ssf/2012/07/ohio_house_to_consider_public.html
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/for-some-states-medicaid-expansion-may-be-a-tough-fiscal-call-85899404110
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0712/78365.html
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/federal-relations/nga-letters/executive-committee-letters/col2-content/main-content-list/july-2-2012-letter---affordable.html
http://www.npr.org/documents/2012/july/sebelius071012.pdf
http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/peter-roff/2012/07/10/how-obamacare-taxes-hurt-seniors
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/politics-elections/237181-house-set-for-second-vote-to-repeal-obama-healthcare-law
http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/306578/obamacare-storm-coming-marc-siegel
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/07/10/2185306/otter-still-open-to-exchange-medicaid.html#storylink=cpy
http://theadvocate.com/news/3306198-123/jindalpromises-health-revamp
http://newsok.com/obamacare-a-minefield-for-workers-in-oklahoma/article/3691058


 
Brewer taking cautious path on Medicaid expansion (AP)
 
Will Medicaid Bring The Uninsured Out Of The Woodwork? (NPR)
 
Exchange Week: A look at the grant requests (Subscriber only – see below)
 

By Jason Millman, 7/9/12 5:32 AM EDT
 
Now that the ACA has survived the Supreme Court, expect to see some big money rolling into the
states when the next round of establishment grants are awarded next month. Details of which
states applied for the most recent establishment grant cycle, which closed at the end of June, are
starting to emerge.
 
Exchange Week has a look at some of the requests:
 
NEW YORK — The state, which already has received around $90 million in exchange grants, has
asked for an additional $95 million for a one-year Level One grant. The funding request outlines
a need to hire exchange executive leadership and staff, develop back-end customer support
functions, fulfill a current IT contract, conduct consumer outreach and more. The state is
projecting that it will have its own exchange ready in time to start enrollment in October 2013.
 
VERMONT — The state health department issued a $104.4 million Level Two request for a
multiyear award. Vermont has already received about $19 million in exchange grants and is part
of the New England consortium of Early Innovator states.
 
MARYLAND — The state requested about $160 million for a Level Two award, according to state
health secretary Joshua Sharfstein. Maryland has already received about $28 million in
exchange grants, as well as a $6.2 million Early Innovator grant.
 
NEVADA — The Silver State Health Insurance Exchange submitted a multiyear Level Two
funding request worth about $50 million. According to the project narrative, the funding would
be used to streamline eligibility rules and IT capabilities for the exchange and all public health
coverage programs. Nevada has already received almost $24 million in exchange establishment
grants across three funding rounds.
 
KENTUCKY — Stakeholders in the state are still on alert for an executive order from Democratic
Gov. Steve Beshear, who has promised to issue one “soon” to start up Kentucky’s exchange. His
office has been meeting with stakeholders over the past two months to plan out the state’s
exchange.
 
ARKANSAS — Insurance Commissioner Jay Bradford issued a proposed rule last week that
enables his office to choose the state’s benchmark essential health benefit plan by the end of
September. The department is planning a public hearing later this month to get feedback on the
benchmark selection process.
 
HAWAII — A permanent exchange board was seated last week, taking over for a temporary
board that had been overseeing implementation since Hawaii authorized exchange about a year
ago. The 15-member board includes representation from the governor’s office and cabinet,
insurers, providers, businesses and consumers.

 

http://azdailysun.com/news/state-and-regional/brewer-taking-cautious-path-on-medicaid-expansion/article_45ee53d9-4e42-58bb-a0b5-14b5754956d0.html
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Recommended Healthcare Reads
Gov. Walker Op-Ed: Obamacare is an unhealthy prescription (Washington Post)
 
Gov. Perry Op-Ed: ObamaCare a bad deal for the states (USA Today)
 
Gov. Perry Op-Ed: We need real reform, not more Medicaid (Washington Times)
 
Medicaid expansion a tough sell to governors of both parties (Washington Post)
 
Medicaid expansion likely to dominate National Governors Association meeting in Williamsburg
(Washington Post)
 
 
Budget & Tax
State revenues to be higher than expected (Santa Fe New Mexican)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Solar Companies To Tap U.S. Funds Halted Since Solyndra (Bloomberg)
 
The shale gas-ification of oil (Petroleum Economist)
 
What the U.S. Can Learn From Australia’s Coal Mines (Bloomberg)
 
Unleashing the North American Energy Colossus: Hydrocarbons Can Fuel Growth and Prosperity
(Manhattan Institute)
 
Uncle Sam’s solar eclipse (Washington Times)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley rides Airbus momentum in Europe (AL.com)
 
Republicans Dominate “America’s Top States for Business” List (Human Events)
 
 
Education
Feds give Alaska waiver on the No Child Left Behind law (Anchorage Daily News)
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/scott-walker-in-wisconsin-obamacare-is-not-a-healthy-prescription/2012/07/11/gJQAhcm3eW_story.html?hpid=z2
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http://www.santafenewmexican.com/Local%20News/BC-NM--StateRevenues1stLd-Writethru
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http://blog.al.com/live/2012/07/alabama_gov_robert_bentley_rid.html
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Voucher demand soars (The Advocate)
 
 
Healthcare
Parnell might reject Medicaid expansion (Anchorage Daily News)
 
Nebraska GOP governor opposes state expansion of Medicaid (Fox News)
 
6 charts that show the Welfare State run amok (AEI)
 
House votes to repeal 'Obamacare' — again (Politico)
 
Repeal of Health Care Law Approved, Again, by House (NY Times)
 
Study: Most Medicaid patients visit the ER for urgent, not routine, care (Washington Post)
 
Gov’t auditors question legality of Obama administration bonus program for Medicare insurers
(Washington Post)
 
Weekly Checkup No. 040: The President's Middle Class Tax Increase (AAF)
 
No One Would Miss ObamaCare, but the Window for Repeal Is Two Years (WSJ)
 
Dem governors tell HHS they're committed to implementing health law (The Hill)
 

http://theadvocate.com/news/3323650-123/voucher-demand-soars
http://www.adn.com/2012/07/11/2538859/parnell-might-reject-medicaid.html
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/07/11/nebraska-gop-governor-opposes-state-expansion-medicaid/#ixzz20QIfrtfn
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RGA
50 Politicos To Watch: RGA’s Phil Cox (Politico)
 
National Governors Association meets today in Williamsburg (Times Dispatch)
 
 
Budget & Tax
Infographic: S&P State Credit Ratings, 2001–2012 (Stateline)
 
Top 20 Percent of Households Pay 94 Percent of Income Taxes (Tax Foundation)
 
Dueling Budgets in the Carolinas (ATR)
 
Tenn. revenue surplus reaches $540M in June (Bloomberg Businessweek)
 
Indiana closes year with $2.1 billion in cash reserves (AP)
 
Governor outlines plans to help oil patch communities (Bismarck Tribune)
 
 
Energy & Environment
‘Fracking’ fee, other tax issues on Kasich’s plate (Dispatch)
 
Salazar proposes potash, oil and gas plan for NM (AP)
 
New protections urged for 5 species in Alabama under Endangered Species Act (AL.com)
 
How Shale and Tight Oil Have Changed the Look of US Oil Production (OilPrice)
 
Natural Gas: An unconventional bonanza (The Economist)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
McCrory lays out his economic principles for NC (CNBC)
 
Report will highlight Heineman's focus on economy (Journal Star)
 
Obama's love for the middle class? Now, that's rich (The Plain Dealer)
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http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0712/78301_Page5.html
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http://taxfoundation.org/blog/top-20-percent-households-pay-94-percent-income-taxes
http://www.atr.org/dueling-budgets-carolinas-a7036
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-07-12/tenn-dot-revenue-surplus-reaches-540m-in-june
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http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/07/13/fracking-fee-other-tax-issues-on-kasichs-plate.html
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http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/07/new_protections_urged_for_5_sp.html
http://oilprice.com/Energy/Crude-Oil/How-Shale-and-Tight-Oil-Have-Changed-the-Look-of-US-Oil-Production.html
http://www.economist.com/node/21558432
http://www.cnbc.com/id/48163702
http://journalstar.com/news/state-and-regional/nebraska/report-will-highlight-heineman-s-focus-on-economy/article_5b1e78c5-4dd9-5f36-8eae-69f8c4a3b3cc.html
http://www.cleveland.com/obrien/index.ssf/2012/07/obamas_love_for_the_middle_cla.html



 
Obama Guts Welfare Reform (Heritage)
 
 
Defense
Iowa Governor Blasts Pentagon Air Guard Cuts (Stateline)
 
 
Education
Corbett signs bill to help troubled Pa. school districts (Post-Gazette)
 
Study: Georgia college grad debt lower than national average (Atl Biz Chronicle)
 
 
Healthcare
Maine's Efforts To Pare Medicaid May Put It On Collision Course With Administration (KHN)

Rob McKenna Op-Ed: Washington State Must Do What Washington, D.C. Refuses To Do (Washington
State Wire)
 
Where the states stand on healthcare (USA Today)
 
Medicaid Moment of Truth (WSJ)
 
Hard Days Ahead for ObamaCare (American Thinker)
 
Kentucky says it will implement central piece of Obama's health law (The Hill)
 
Forget About the Mandate. Let’s Fix Health Care (Bloomberg)

http://blog.heritage.org/2012/07/12/obama-guts-welfare-reform/
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/iowa-governor-blasts-pentagon-air-guard-cuts-85899404801
http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/news/education/corbett-signs-bill-to-help-troubled-pa-school-districts-644533/#ixzz20W71Wbqw
http://www.bizjournals.com/atlanta/morning_call/2012/07/study-georgia-college-grad-debt-lower.html
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2012/July/13/maine-medicaid.aspx
http://washingtonstatewire.com/blog/washington-state-must-do-what-washington-d-c-refuses-to-do/
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http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/story/2012-07-09/states-health-care-law/56183464/1
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http://www.americanthinker.com/2012/07/hard_days_ahead_for_obamacare.html
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/237655-kentucky-says-it-will-implement-central-piece-of-obamas-health-law
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/print/2012-07-12/forget-about-the-mandate-let-s-fix-health-care.html
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Budget & Tax
California, look to Wisconsin (LA Times)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Fault lines on power grid cybersecurity (The Hill)
 
The gas-price crisis that wasn't (Politico)
 
Study: $163B currently invested in US oil, gas projects (SNL Financial)
 
Colorado, Oklahoma Pitch Natural-Gas Cars In Michigan (Bloomberg)
 
Offshore Wind Slump Means No Firm Orders For GE, Siemens (Bloomberg)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
CalPERS returns are paltry (LA Times)
 
 
Public Safety
Gov. Deal wants review of juvenile justice system (Augusta Chronicle)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Obama touts highway bill as sign of 'modest cooperation' from Congress (The Hill)
 
 
Defense
Frenzy over sequester hits Capitol Hill (Politico)
 
 
Education
Wisconsin sets new, tougher standards for student tests (AP)
 
State gives final approval on Jersey City elementary charter school to open in September, axes one
proposed school in city (NJ.com)
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mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
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http://www.snl.com/Interactivex/article.aspx?CdId=A-15283857-13348
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http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0712/78578.html
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Gov. Rick Snyder assembles panel to plan for sweeping changes to school funding (M Live)
 
 
Healthcare
Health Reform Law Makes Clear That Subsidies Will Be Available in States with Federally Operated
Exchanges (CBPP)
 
Georgia tables Medicaid revamp (AJC)
 
Lawmakers consider next step on Jindal administration Medicaid cuts (Times-Picayune)
 
Michigan health care expansion meets GOP resistance (Detroit News)
 
Maryland examines taxes, fees to fund health exchange (Washington Examiner)
 
Forget states opting out. What happens to Medicaid if they opt-in? (Washington Post)
 
Health Law Opponents Challenge Tax Credit (WSJ)
 
CBO says military health-care costs could soar (Washington Post)
 
Ohio gets $1 million for health-care exchange (Dispatch)
 
Poll: Affordable Care Act bad for business (Politico)
 
Taxation Without Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits Under the PPACA (SSRN)
 
Safety Net Hospitals Could Lose Money In Medicare Changes, Study Warns (KHN)
 
 

http://www.mlive.com/education/index.ssf/2012/07/gov_rick_snyder_assembles_pane.html
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11th Anniversary of Sept. 11th

Americans mark 11th anniversary of 9/11 attacks (Reuters)
 
 
Recommended Reads
Alaska Gov. Parnell: Flags to be lowered for Patriot Day (Daily News-Miner)

Iowa governor issues call for volunteerism (Muscatine Journal)

 

 
Budget and Tax
Continuing Resolution Released; Legislation Prevents Government Shutdown, Maintains Bipartisan
Funding Agreement (House Appropriations)
 
Spending-deal vote could be Thurs. (Politico)
 
Gov. Christie to state budget officer: 'This guy can't get it right' (Star-Ledger)

Brownback touts state tax, budget reforms (The Capital-Journal)

 
 
Energy & Environment
Nuclear Repairs No Easy Sale as Cheap Gas Hits Utilities (Bloomberg)
 
Pennsylvania’s Impact Fee Will Generate More Than $200 Million (StateImpact)
 
Insight: GM's Volt: The ugly math of low sales, high costs (Reuters)
 
The Real Story On GM's Volt Costs (Forbes)
 
Senate Energy Working Group tackles high energy costs (Daily News-Miner)

 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Amtrak on track to set rider record (Politico)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Defense firms confirm layoff warnings (Politico)
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http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=307883
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Labor and Pensions
Ohio lawmakers ready to approve public pension reforms (Cleveland)
 
 
Education
Governor rolls out Complete College Ga. Plan (Access North GA)
 
Patience tested as Chicago teachers strike drags into second day (Reuters)
 
 
Public Safety
11 years after terror attacks, security funds dwindle (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
Gov. Nathan Deal forming panel of teen drivers for advice on reducing crashes in Georgia (AP)
 
 
Immigration
Alabama asks federal court for rehearing on immigration law ruling (Montgomery Advertiser)
 
 
Healthcare
Bill Clinton on health care: Double Count of Medicare (Politico)
 
State Progress in Implementing Health Insurance Exchanges: Results from 10 State Analyses (Urban
Institute)
 
Medicaid Expansion: A Closer Look At Vulnerable Populations And State Coverage Opportunities
(Health Affairs)
 
Lack of ROI, quality metrics jeopardizes HIE sustainability (Fierce HealthIT)
 
Readmission penalties to hit two-thirds of hospitals (FierceHealth)
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                                                                                                                           Policy & Press | September 12, 2012
 
 
Recommended Reads
House Republicans Introduce Bill to Block Obama Administration’s Controversial Welfare Waiver
Scheme (House Ways and Means)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Moody's warns of U.S. credit rating cut if debt problems continue (LA Times)
 
Moody's: Congress must reach fiscal deal to avert downgrade (The Hill)
 
Tax extenders withering on the vine (Politico)
 
Hill ignores fiscal cliff warnings (Politico)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Wyoming Gov. Mead to Interior: Back off on fracking rules (AP)
 
Barack Obama’s campaign against coal (Politico)
 
House Republicans slam Steven Chu memo (Politico)
 
State Clean Energy Finance Banks: New Investment Facilities for Clean Energy Deployment (Brookings)
 
Lessons Learned From the 2011 Strategic Petroleum Reserve Release (CFR)
 
Oil Rises for Fifth Day on Speculation of Fed Stimulus (Bloomberg)
 
Anyone for a little energy intelligence? (National Journal)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Businesses like Virginia's legal climate, not Maryland's (Washington Examiner)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Paul Moreno: How Public Unions Became So Powerful (WSJ)
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Education
Gov. John Kasich to launch higher education funding effort (AP)
 
Obama Versus's Rahm on Education (ABC)
 
Poor Students Can’t Afford Teacher Strike (Brookings)
 
Common Core Thrusts Librarians Into Leadership Role (Ed Week)
 
School Budgets Are on the Ballot in California (Stateline)
 
OECD Report Finds U.S. Lags Behind Other Countries In Higher Education Attainment Rate
(Huffington Post)
 
 
Immigration
Alabama immigration group presents Department of Homeland Security with petition seeking halt to
deportation program in state (AL.com)
 
 
Healthcare
Fact Sheet: Preserving Work Requirements for Welfare Programs (House Ways and Means)
 
Republicans Seek to Block Welfare Change (WSJ)
 
House panel votes to carve out insurance agents from new healthcare rules (The Hill)
 
What is the Regional Impact of the Medicare Fee-For-Service and Medicare Advantage Payment
Reductions? (Carlson School)
 
Ark. governor supporting expansion of Medicaid (AP)
 
Kaiser: Health insurance premiums continue modest growth (Politico)

http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2012/09/gov_john_kasich_to_launch_high.html
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http://www.carlsonschool.umn.edu/medical-industry-leadership-institute/publications/documents/BookandRamletpaperonMedicare.pdf
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http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0912/81063.html?hp=r21
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Other
Which States are the Most Innovative (Stateline)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Oklahoma Among States Limiting Property Taxes (Stateline)
 
 
Healthcare
Health care law’s new regulations set soon (Washington Post)
 
How red-state governors are opening the door to Obamacare (Politico)
 
Republican governors reject healthcare law’s exchanges in Ohio, Wisconsin (The Hill)
 
Florida Gov. Rick Scott Ready to Negotiate State Exchange (Kaiser Health News)
 
California Works to Get Word Out on Health Insurance Exchange (LA Times)
 
Despire Challenges, state HHS Departments Modernizing their IT (Health IT News)
 
Op-Ed by Governor Rick Perry: ‘Another Federal Power Grab’ (USA Today)
 
What States Should Build Instead of Obamacare’s Health Insurance Exchanges (Forbes)
 
Why ObamaCare Is Still No Sure Thing (WSJ)
 
ObamaCare Resisters Get With the Program (USA Today)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Ron Wyden on Energy (Platts)  
 
GOP Members question EPA’s PM 2.5 Analysis (House E&C)
 
Gas Boom County Strives for Economic Afterglow (NYT)  
 
California Tackles Climate Change, But Will Others Follow (NatGeo)
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How a Smart Grid Can Get the Lights Back on Faster (Governing Magazine)
 
America is on Track to Produce all the Energy It Needs At Home (Economist)
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Health Care
States ask US court to overturn health overhaul:
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hz2jprPCHL4SdX03OKxTCOD9Wzfg?
docId=cca3139b4dcc4180a3d92d2adfdbcbc7
 
House votes to cut funding for state health insurance exchanges:
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/2011/05/house-votes-to-cut-funding-for-exchanges.html
 
Fiscal Policy
States use tax breaks in war for jobs:
http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/11_20/b4228029534552.htm
 
Thousands of US teachers lose jobs as states cut budgets:
http://www.voanews.com/learningenglish/home/education/Thousands-of-US-Teachers-Lose-Jobs-
as-States-Cut-Budgets-121267949.html
 
Increased inmate accessibility to higher ed could help states:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2011-05-04-inmate-higher-education_n.htm
 
Energy and Environment
Climate activists target states with lawsuits:
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9N0GTJ80.htm
 
Tornadoes worsen economy of Alabama, other southern states:
http://www.thenewamerican.com/economy/sectors-mainmenu-46/7355-tornadoes-worsen-
economy-of-alabama-other-southern-states
 
Gas prices reach new record in six states: http://www.csmonitor.com/Business/2011/0504/Gas-
prices-reach-new-record-in-six-states
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SECURITY
More than 30 cities out of government grant program:
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9NAJAP80.htm
 
EDUCATION
No Child Left Behind reform not moving ahead fast in Congress:
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/no-child-left-behind-reform-not-moving-ahead-fast-in-
congress-gop-and-democrats-are-far-apart/2011/05/20/AFEf9c7G_story.html
 
IMMIGRATION
Obama puts immigration in Congress’s court:
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9NAC2VO2.htm
 
States take steps on immigration amid Obama’s calls for reform: http://www.as-
coa.org/articles/3326/States_Take_Steps_on_Immigration_amid_Obamas_Calls_for_Reform/
 
ENERGY
U.S. crude oil steadies below $99 as dollar rises: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/05/20/us-
markets-oil-idUSL3E7G601S20110520
 
Which U.S. states lead in clean energy?:
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/greenhouse/post/2011/05/which-states-lead-in-clean-
energy/1
 
TRADE  AND COMMERCE
U.S., partners set target for TransPacific trade deal: http://news.google.com/news/search?
aq=f&pz=1&cf=all&ned=us&hl=en&q=u.s.
 
States lead debate over modified food labeling: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/05/19/us-usa-
drought-idUSTRE74I4JT20110519
 
ENVIRONMENT
Historic U.S. flooding turns deadly:
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5h0QDcPSpXQD1aL0nksIOVPpQyH9w?
docId=CNG.6e88a159378f5fffe0c0bff0b06d8430.e21
 
Farm states suffer expanded drought, wheat suffers:
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/05/19/us-usa-drought-idUSTRE74I4JT20110519
 
FISCAL POLICY
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U.S. states tap reserves to pay ‘tobacco bonds’: http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/a3254e26-824f-11e0-
961e-00144feabdc0.html
 
HEALTH CARE
Nancy Pelosi’s Obamacare hypocrisy: http://www.foxnews.com/on-air/hannity/transcript/nancy-
pelosis-obamacare-hypocrisy
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Health Care
SC Gov. Haley to reject federal health insurance exchange funds
http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/09/01/2385037/sc-gov-haley-to-reject-federal.html
 
 
Pensions
New Jersey Governor Christie Sued by Unions Over Pension, Health Benefits
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-09-01/new-jersey-public-employeee-unions-sue-state-
over-pension-health-benefits.html
 

 
Jobs
Georgia Work$ jobs program holds lessons for Obama
http://www.stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=597687
 
Amazon: We'll bring jobs if California drops sales tax
 http://stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=597980
 
Partisan fight leads Obama to move date of speech
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0811/62417.html
 
 
Energy and Environment
How Much U.S. Shale Gas Is There, Really?
http://www.technologyreview.com/energy/38463/?p1=MstRcnt
 
The Solyndra Debacle Gets Worse
http://www.nationalreview.com/planet-gore
 
Editorial: Utilities pass Hurricane Irene’s test
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/utilities-pass-hurricane-irenes-
test/2011/08/31/gIQAjWJysJ_story.html
 
Editorial: EPA Regulations violate constitutional rights
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/aug/31/epa-regulations-violate-constitutional-
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National
GOP worries they’ll have to accept massive spending measure
http://thehill.com/homenews/house/185571-house-republicans-worry-theyll-have-to-accept-a-
massive-spending-measure
 
 
 
Jobs
Michigan bucks national trend on tech jobs
http://stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=604796
 
Mississippi's Jobs Program: A New National Model?
http://www.npr.org/2011/10/04/141046490/mississippis-jobs-program-a-new-national-model
 
 
 
Health Care
Without a state health insurance exchange, feds will take over major portions of system, official
says
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2011/oct/04/statehouse-live-without-state-health-insurance-exc/?
kansas_legislature
 
 
 
Education
Iowa Quad Cities Educators React To Governor's Education "Blueprint"
http://www.kwqc.com/Global/story.asp?S=15608040
 
Gov. Rick Scott agrees with more educational flexibility, local control
http://www.naplesnews.com/news/2011/oct/05/gov-rick-scott-agrees-more-educational-flexibility/
 
NJ Gov Chris Christie: The good and the bad
http://www.nj.com/njvoices/index.ssf/2011/10/nj_gov_chris_christie_the_good.html
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Georgia View: A Real Smart Deal
http://www.georgiatrend.com/October-2011/Georgia-View-A-Real-Smart-Deal/
 
 
 
Energy and Environment
Sen. Alexander targets energy subsidies, says political furor over climate may ease
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/185593-sen-alexander-targets-energy-subsidies-
says-climate-political-furor-may-ease
 
Governors asked to help revive offshore leasing at energy summit
http://www.ogj.com/articles/2011/10/governors-asked-to-help-revive-offshore-leasing-at-energy-
summit.html
 
Gov. Haley Barbour: 'We'd love to have another nuclear power plant'
http://blog.gulflive.com/mississippi-press-news/2011/10/gov_haley_barbour_wed_love_to.html
 
McDonnell tells Va. agencies to prepare for budget reductions
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/oct/4/mcdonnell-tells-virginia-state-agencies-to-
prepare/
 
EPA to Ease Rule on Power Plants
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203791904576611370921020358.html
 
 
Seth Levey
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4157 | C: (  | 
 

http://www.georgiatrend.com/October-2011/Georgia-View-A-Real-Smart-Deal/
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/185593-sen-alexander-targets-energy-subsidies-says-climate-political-furor-may-ease
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/185593-sen-alexander-targets-energy-subsidies-says-climate-political-furor-may-ease
http://www.ogj.com/articles/2011/10/governors-asked-to-help-revive-offshore-leasing-at-energy-summit.html
http://www.ogj.com/articles/2011/10/governors-asked-to-help-revive-offshore-leasing-at-energy-summit.html
http://blog.gulflive.com/mississippi-press-news/2011/10/gov_haley_barbour_wed_love_to.html
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/oct/4/mcdonnell-tells-virginia-state-agencies-to-prepare/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/oct/4/mcdonnell-tells-virginia-state-agencies-to-prepare/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203791904576611370921020358.html


From: Seth Levey
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Intern Eric Arpert
Subject: RGPPC Policy and Press
Date: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:09:42 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 

Policy & Press | November 9, 2011

 
 
National
GOP aides: Super-committee Republicans open to tax increases (CNN)
 
 
Elections
Conservatives say defeat of bill limiting collective bargaining in Ohio will cause increased taxes, ‘mass
layoffs’ (The Daily Caller)
 
Ohio Repeals Union Law as U.S. Voters Reject Leaders’ Policies (Bloomberg)
 
Anti-Obamacare Measure Sweeps all 88 Counties in Ohio (Weekly Standard)
 
Abortion Measure Defeated; Parties Split Governor Races (WSJ)
 
Ohio Voters Choose to Opt Out of Obamacare (AP)
 
Wa. State Voters kick state out of liquor business (Seattle Times)
 
Sports getting backed by N.J. voters (Star-Ledger)  
 
 
Energy and Environment
Interior drilling plan takes fire from Republicans, greens (The Hill)
 
Solar is getting cheaper, but how far can it go? (Washington Post)
 
State Dept eyes rerouting Keystone XL pipeline (Reuters)
 
 
Healthcare
D.C. court upholds health reform law (Politico)
 
 
Budget and Tax
NM governor looking at tax reform proposals (Bloomberg)
 
A new pay system for Wisconsin state workers (Stateline)
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National
Gimmicks Could Help Rescue Deficit Talks (WSJ)
 
All the supercommittee proposals (and counterproposals) in one post (Washington Post)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Bill Haslam discusses business strategies with other state governors (Times Free Press)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Solyndra: Energy Dept. pushed firm to keep layoffs quiet until after midterms (Washington Post)
 
Op-Ed:  Nuclear power needs to remain central to our energy mix (The Hill)
 
Energy Insiders: Keystone XL Pipeline Will Be Built (National Journal)
 
 
Infrastructure
Analyzing Transportation Provisions in Mini-Bus Appropriations Bill (Taxpayers for Commonsense)
 
Expressway to economic growth (Politico)
 
 
Education
11 States Seek Relief From ‘No Child’ Provisions, in Return for Raising Standards (NYT)
 
 
Health Care
More Americans than not want health law repeal: poll (Reuters)
 
Panel adjourns without decision on state health insurance exchange (Tulsa World)
 
Another ObamaCare Glitch (WSJ)
 
Repeal health tax to create jobs- Opinion (Politico)
 
Supercommittee’s hands-off approach to Obama's health care law (Politico) 
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Doctors back "open market" insurance exchanges (Reuters)
 
South Carolina's Waiting Game On Health Insurance Exchange (Kaiser Health News)
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National
Parties brace for ‘super’ fallout (Politico)
 
Grand deficit-cutting effort ends with whimper (Reuters)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Michigan high court hands Gov. Rick Snyder a victory on plan to tax pensions (Detroit Free Press)
 
Governor to get long list of reforms (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
 
Infrastructure
Motorists face an ‘avalanche’ of higher tolls (Stateline)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Keystone Delay Carries Broad Implications in Canada and US (The Epoch Times)
 
Opinion: America is entering a new age of plenty (Financial Times)
 
Governor promotes use of alternative fuel (The Utah Statesman)
 
 
Education
Branstad pulls back teacher proposal in Iowa (Stateline)
 
466 Alabama teachers retiring to avoid higher health insurance costs, half the number predicted by AEA
(AP)
 
Governor addresses education-New Jersey (Notre Dame Observer)
 
 
Unemployment
Businesses penalized for state unemployment insurance debt (Stateline)
 
Indiana Governor Warns Against Pushing Right-to-work Bill (Indiana Republic Media)
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Healthcare
Indiana places a big bet on consumer-driven health insurance (Stateline)
 
Health-care groups laying groundwork for post-election debate over cost cuts (Washington Post)
 
Ga. panel looks into health insurance exchange (Washington Post)
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Budget, Tax, and Government Reform
SD Governor proposes pay raise for state workers (AP)
 
Christie pushes for sick leave, civil service reforms (Asbury Park Press)
 
Governor says Utah has too many rules (The Salt Lake Tribune)
 
Governor Scott set to release 2012 budget (Central Florida 13 News)
 
 
Infrastructure
Governor McDonnell hosts transportation conference this week (Daily Press)
 
 
Healthcare
Feds, states target food stamp fraud (Stateline)
 
LePage targets MaineCare (KJ Online)
 
Virginia stalls health insurance exchange (CivSource)
 
Federal health law offers new benefits for children of state workers (Stateline)
 
Wisconsin Governor Walker Withdraws Emergency Rule to Implement ObamaCare (The New American)
 
FL faces a $2 billion budget shortfall; Gov. Scott says he won’t raise taxes (WOKV)
 
Governor Bentley comes to Homewood for health care initiative (WBRC)
 
 
Education
Florida Gov. wants a billion dollar boost for schools (The Miami Herald)
 
Ind. Gov. Daniels says $300 million went untouched money was collected as lawmakers made cuts
(Washington Post)
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Immigration
Alabama Attorney General wants to end school data collection, no-bail provisions in immigration law
(Huntsville Times)
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Recommended Read
Political Perceptions: The Governor Factor in 2012 (WSJ)
 
 
Budget and Tax
N.J. Assembly sends $31.7B budget to Gov. Christie (Star-Ledger)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Arguments for, against coastal zone plan given (AP)
 
Hoeven says N.D. setting example for renewable energy (Bismarck Tribune)
 
U.S. needs Federal fracking rules: Salazar (Reuters)
 
Fisker Loan, A123 Battery Grant Questioned By Senators (Bloomberg)
 
New Jersey Senate Bans Treatment of Fracking Waste (NY Times)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Tax credits expected to create 841 new jobs, governor says (Dayton Daily News)
 
 
Immigration
Arizona governor hails immigration ruling, opponents dismayed (Reuters)
 
Ruling on Arizona immigration to have mixed impact on laws in other states (Washington Post)
 
Sandoval: Nevada doesn't need Arizona-type immigration law (Las Vegas Review-Journal)
 
Utah immigration law still on hold despite U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Arizona case
(Deseret News)
 
 
Education
Sweeping N.J. teacher's tenure bill passes Legislature, heads to Gov. Christie's desk
(Star-Ledger)
 
Kasich signs legislation for schools, work force (Columbus Dispatch)
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Fixing College (NY Times)
 
Daniels, Pence reassess higher education (AP)
 
 
Pensions
Walker: Willing to look at Wis. pension system (LaCrosse Tribune)
 
 
Health Care
Gov. Deal: ObamaCare Is a Giant Step in the Wrong Direction (RCP)
 
A viewer's guide to the SCOTUS health care ruling (Politico)
 
John Roberts's big moment (Politico)
 
Cantor: GOP House committed to repeal of Obama healthcare law (The Hill)
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Policy & Press | November 13, 2012

 
Budget and Tax
Raise Taxes, But Not Rates (Financial Times)
 
 
Economics
The GOP’s Biggest Problem is Economics (Bloomberg)
 
Michigan Delivers Unions a Blow (RCP)
 
 
Education and Workforce
Parents Increasingly Set Back By Their Childrens’ College Debt (WSJ)
 
 
Energy and Environment
US Set to Overtake Saudi Arabia as Top Oil Producer (WSJ)
 
Will U.S. Energy Boom be a Bust? (Politico)
 
Making an Energy Boom Work for US (NYT)
 
What Does Obama’s Win Mean for Big Energy? (Platts)
 
US Besting Europe on Carbon Control (NYT)
 
 
Healthcare
Obamacare Faces Multiple Religious Freedom Lawsuits (Politico)
 
New governors Change the Outlook for States’ Medicaid Expansion (Politico)
 
Budget Cutters Look to Obamacare Exchange Subsidies for Savings (The Hill)
 
Obama Win Means Big Health Care Decisions for States (Stateline)
 
Structural Components of the ACA’s Insurance Exchange Design (Washington Post)
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ECONOMY

In debt talks, it’s coming down to Obama and Boehner: http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-
pn-obama-boehner-20110707,0,4649676.story
 
Minnesota shutdown costing millions: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/58482.html
 
US trade deals face first hurdles in Congress:
http://af.reuters.com/article/cameroonNews/idAFN1E76605A20110707
 
States with the biggest changes in unemployment benefits, at a glance:
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/states-with-the-biggest-changes-in-unemployment-
benefit-applications-at-a-glance/2011/07/07/gIQAB6Ex1H_story.html
 
Higher taxes yield to budget cuts in states:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303982504576427880768603822.html?
mod=googlenews_wsj
 
States wrestle with their own budget showdowns:
http://www.npr.org/2011/07/06/137651879/states-wrestle-with-their-own-budget-showdowns
 
Texas is an engine for jobs: http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/editorial/outlook/7642386.html
 
Labor unions: The latest moves to empower or weaken them:
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2011/0706/Labor-unions-the-latest-moves-to-empower-
or-weaken-them
 
Governor consolidates state housing programs: http://downtown-
midcity.wafb.com/news/business/governor-consolidates-state-housing-programs/49714
 
Cuomo touts tax cap: http://centralny.ynn.com/content/top_stories/549146/cuomo-touts-tax-cap/
 
Debt ceiling discussions lack backup plan: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/58463.html
 
Jim DeMint, Olympia Snowe: Amend constitution:
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/58472.html
 
Movement in budget impasse:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304793504576430301748287970.html?
mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_3
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U.S., Mexico in truck deal:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303365804576429911864563624.html?
mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
 
Fewer Americans file for bankruptcy: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/07/your-money/fewer-
americans-filing-for-bankruptcy.html?_r=1&ref=us
 
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam willing to take lead on internet sales taxes:
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2011/jul/06/haslam-willing-take-lead-internet-sales-tax/
 
Dueling bills seek to fund road, infrastructure plans:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303544604576430314142653944.html?
mod=WSJ_hp_MIDDLENexttoWhatsNewsFifth
 
 
HEALTHCARE
 
Governors: Give states $4 billion for Medicare mistakes: http://www.mcknights.com/governors-give-
states-4-billion-for-medicare-mistakes/article/206920/
 
Oregon governor stands firm on worker healthcare: http://www.stateline.org/live/details/story?
contentId=586220
 
Some states slow in implementing health insurance exchanges:
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-Reports/2011/July/06/health-reform-round-up.aspx
 
Medicare could owe billions to state Medicaid programs: http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-
Reports/2011/July/06/medicare-owes-medicaid.aspx
 
Study: Hospitals differ on response to Medicare cuts:
http://capsules.kaiserhealthnews.org/index.php/2011/07/study-hospitals-differ-on-response-to-
medicare-cuts/
 
Medicaid makes ‘big differences’ in lives, study finds:
http://www.npr.org/2011/07/07/137658189/medicaid-makes-big-difference-in-lives-study-finds
 
Dental cuts hit Idaho: http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2011/jul/07/dental-cuts-hit-idaho/
 
Latest S.C. Medicaid cuts raise access fears: http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2011-07-
05-SC-cuts-medicaid_n.htm?csp=34news
 
Healthcare reform ‘repeal and replace’ plans grind to a halt:
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/58377.html
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ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT

Governor requests disaster declaration in wildfire aftermath: http://sierravista-
fthuachuca.kold.com/news/news/governor-requests-disaster-declaration-wildfire-aftermath/54347
 
Will Obama administration, Wyoming governor, find common ground on dealing with wolves?:
http://www.nationalparkstraveler.com/2011/07/will-obama-administration-wyoming-governor-
find-common-ground-dealing-wolves8415
 
Senators: Ethanol deal possible: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/58447.html
 
EPA funding cuts outlined by GOP: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/58409.html
 
Floodwater carries oil along Yellowstone’s banks:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303365804576429911864563624.html?
mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
 
Jobs in the pipeline:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304760604576426050150189280.html?
mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEADTop
 
Lynch vetoes RGGI repeal: http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2011/jul/06/haslam-willing-
take-lead-internet-sales-tax/
 
 
Sam Dulik
Public Policy Intern
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4140 | C:  | sdulik@rga.org
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IMMIGRATION
Blowback: Don’t trust E-Verify on immigration enforcement: http://opinion.latimes.com/opinionla/2011/06/e-verify-illegal-
immigration-smith-gallegly-blowback.html?cid=6a00d8341c7de353ef01538f2e9444970b
Swing states face immigration fight: http://www.denverpost.com/headlines/ci_18265927
Tech execs seek visas for ‘hotshots’: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/56868.html
Immigration replaces economy as top Latino issue:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303848104576383983358759992.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
 
ECONOMY
Boeing/NLRB debate goes to hearing: http://www.bizjournals.com/wichita/morning_call/2011/06/boeingnlrb-dispute-goes-to-
hearing.html
Amazon cuts affiliate ties in more states over taxes: http://news.cnet.com/8301-1023_3-20070808-93/amazon-cuts-affiliate-
ties-in-more-states-over-taxes/
Most states’ GDP shows economic growth, but causes vary: http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2011/06/13/most-states-
gdp-shows-economic-growth-but-causes-vary
States to fight lawsuit accord: http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2011/06/13/most-states-gdp-shows-economic-growth-
but-causes-vary
Governors discuss manufacturing concerns:
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/state_edwatch/2011/06/illinois_governor_signs_teacher_law_a_model_for_other_states.html
Governor expected to veto cigarette tax renewal this week: http://www.wwltv.com/news/local/Governor-expected-to-veto-
cigarette-tax-renewal-this-week-123725734.html
Joe Biden group looks for budget deal: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/56874.html
Congress has basis for deficit deal: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/56835.html
President Obama pushes to extend payroll tax cut: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/56833.html
Obama offers training plan designed for high-tech jobs: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/14/us/politics/14obama.html?
ref=us
 
ENERGY
Corn for ethanol tax credit debate heats up: http://www.fox2now.com/news/ktvi-corn-for-ethanol-debate-heats-up-in-
washington-20110614,0,1163512.story
Obama administration launches campaign to help states, utilities deploy smart grid projects:
http://www.nytimes.com/cwire/2011/06/13/13climatewire-obama-admin-launches-campaign-to-help-states-30519.html
EPA delays greenhouse-gas rules for power plants:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303848104576384303788767340.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
Reptile roils oil patch: http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303848104576384303788767340.html?
mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
Team to start inspecting Gulf drilling rigs, pumping platforms:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303848104576384303788767340.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
 
HEALTHCARE
Fallin among governors seeking state management of health funding: http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20110614_16_A10_OKLAHO450187
GOP governors lay out common-sense Medicaid reform: http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/peter-roff/2011/06/13/gop-
governors-lay-out-common-sense-medicaid-reform
GOP governors ask Washington to give states more flexibility on Medicaid: http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/06/13/gop-
governors-ask-washington-to-give-states-more-flexibility-on-medicaid/
Why Obamacare is losing in the courts:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303714704576383443814815916.html?mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEADTop
Out-of-network ambulance rides can bring out-of-pocket expenses: http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Features/Insuring-Your-
Health/Michelle-Andrews-on-Ambulance-Fees.aspx
 
EDUCATION
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Bridge to reform for No Child law: http://www.denverpost.com/headlines/ci_18265927
States use sweepstakes to attract parents to college-savings plans:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304665904576383550919704680.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
Illinois’ new teacher law: Model for other states, or outlier?:
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/state_edwatch/2011/06/illinois_governor_signs_teacher_law_a_model_for_other_states.html
The year school budget cuts went straight to the classroom: http://stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=580740
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Big Exchange Regulation a Good Bet to Bring Big Disappointment

By John Reichard, CQ HealthBeat Editor

One thing seems quite certain: Health and Human Services officials aren’t going to make anybody happy when sometime around the July Fourth weekend they release a proposed regulation that will spell out what states must do to create health insurances exchanges.

That’s because the data-crunching tasks involved are so complex, the design issues so controversial, and the timelines so tight that at some point advocates for states, consumers, and insurers seem certain to toss their Federal Registers in disgust.

But if HHS officials can spread out the pain evenly among the stakeholders and keep plodding ahead despite the complexity involved, they may ultimately prevail.

The big job right now is how to get exchanges off the drawing board in the face of the fine details about which plans can participate and the decisions state regulators will have to make about changing rules for insurance plans outside the exchanges. Many states are at a loss to figure out how to handle the complex data functions involved and are hoping that the proposed regulation will help them plot the path forward.

Consider the tasks exchange operators will have to perform. They will have to determine if a customer is an American citizen. They will have to decide how much money customers make and if it’s appropriate to enroll them in Medicaid or a private plan. They’ll have to determine if an individual is eligible for a subsidy and, if so, how much. They’ll have to pay plans. And they have to do it fast, because if the enrollment process is slow and cumbersome, if subsidy amounts are wrong, and if they’re slow to pay plans, there will many complaints.

The job will require the swift exchange of data between states, the Treasury Department, the Department of Homeland Security, health plans, and to the extent they participate, small employers. With states already under budget pressures, such challenges will strain their resources.

States must act quickly given that most must pass legislation next year to create exchanges — relatively few did so this year — in time to meet the Jan. 1, 2013, deadline states have to convince HHS officials that they have a viable exchange in the works that can be open for business by Jan. 1, 2014, as they are required to do under the health law (PL 111-148, PL 111-152).

States Want Timelines, Details on Options

David Quam, federal relations director for the National Governors Association (NGA), emphasized in an interview Tuesday that states are anxious to see the proposal. “First and foremost, the states are looking for clarity” about the task ahead, he said. “We’re looking for the reg to come out so that states can evaluate exactly where they are heading. Because without full information, it’s hard to make good decisions.

“The states are very cognizant of the timeline and the time pressure they are under to get the exchanges set up,” he said. “Decisions have to be made. One of the things we’re going to be looking for in this reg is clarity with regard to timelines — what’s expected when. And if all decisions aren’t made with this reg, when are decisions going to be made, so the states know how to plan and when they have to make decisions,. because the clock is ticking.”

States are “going to be looking frankly as this comes out to continue a conversation about the exchanges with HHS,” Quam added. “As a matter of fact, at the upcoming NGA meeting in mid-July, our HHS committee session is going to be on exchanges. I’m hopeful that the reg is out before then because that’s going to be a really robust conversation. In Utah where some of the details are out, governors are taking a very hard look at what the reg means. They can look at some of the details, identify any issues there, and then have a much clearer picture of the decisions they have to make.”

Quam stopped short of saying states wouldn’t make the Jan. 1, 2014, deadline. “But it’s all the steps between now and then that can make or break this for a state moving ahead,” he said. “Having this reg come out starts the dominos falling as to where a state is going to land at the end of the day.”

But beyond the issue of the mechanics of assembling exchanges, health system stakeholders are looking for a wide variety of policy issues to be addressed in the proposed regulation. Perhaps the most important is, what happens if a state decides not to create an exchange, opting instead to let the federal government create and manage the new insurance marketplace.

“It’s critical to know what the options are,” Quam said. “This [proposed] reg is really going to help shed some light on what the issues are” in having a federal or state-run exchange. Governors “need to know what the federal option looks like to know what has to be done at the state level.”

Design Issues Critical for Consumers

Washington and Lee University law professor Timothy Jost says flexibility is the watchword. “I think probably what most states want to see is maximum flexibility — it seems to be the key word — and as much funding as possible,” he said. Jost added, half-jokingly, that states would like to see “as little accountability” as possible. “That might be overstating it. But I think that the states would like to be able to fit the exchange to their particular market and their particular politics.”

But that may work at cross-purposes with the needs of consumers.

“From a consumer point of view, I think there are a number of issues that we’re concerned about,” Jost said. “One issue right up front is governance, and I think there the key concern is that the exchange be independent and basically not be run by the insurers and the people who market health insurance, that it be run in the interest of consumers. So I would be hoping that there would be strong conflict of provisions in the regulations to discourage exchanges where you have the insurers running their own market.”

Jost adds that it’s essential to keep exchanges from being a magnet for bad insurance risks without offsetting good risks.

“We’ve had a lot of exchanges before that have gone bad,” he says. “The exchange ended up with the bad risks, and it eventually ended up being a high-risk pool, and it’s not going to be viable if that’s the way it works. There are quite a few protections built into the Affordable Care Act, but anything that can be done beyond that to discourage risk selection outside the exchange will be beneficial.” He said it would be helpful if the proposed regulation encourages states to regulate the non-exchange market in a way that supports the exchange by not pulling good risks out.

A major concern for consumers is what the minimum benefit requirements will be in the exchanges.

Matt Salo, executive director of the National Association of Medicaid Directors, said that’s not expected to be a part of the proposed regulation. HHS is expected to release a benefits package proposed rule this fall.

“But it’s clearly important” to states in figuring out what they want to set out in exchange legislation, he said. For example, if the federal government requires a relatively lean set of benefits to be offered in the exchanges and a state wants a richer set of benefits, the state will be on the hook for the cost of the added coverage, Salo said.

Insurers Keeping an Eye on Minimum Standards

HHS officials have already let it be known that it will be up to states to decide whether they want exchanges to be “active purchasers” with the power to exclude health plans that offer consumers lousy deals or to function more like a bulletin board that posts a wide variety of plan offerings, provided that they meet certain basis minimum standards.

Robert Zirkelbach, spokesman for America’s Health Insurance Plans, said it’s those minimums that insurers are going to be watching for: How demanding will HHS be in deciding what is a qualifying health plan? Other important insurer issues are how HHS proposes to handle “risk adjustment,” or the shifting of premium revenues from plans that get a large proportion of good risks to plans that get large numbers of bad risks.

Risk adjustment is supposed to remove the incentive that plans now have to enroll only good risks, but it’s never been attempted on the level that would occur as the exchanges enroll millions of Americans. And like states, insurers are eager to know how federal officials will run exchanges and what demands they will make on participating plans.

Outlook 

Asked whether he thinks HHS will get the exchange regs right from the consumer point of view, Jost expressed some pessimism. His comments echo that of other consumer representatives who praised the initial consumer protections issued six months after the overhaul became law but were more critical of later regulations, such as those governing the review of insurance rates.

“I’m increasingly discouraged about the federal government,” he said. “I feel like they started out very, very strong with the initial set of regulations that were put out, and I feel like in the last six months there’s been a lot of backpedaling.”

“Joel Ario, who’s in charge of the exchange part of CCIIO [the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight), is a great guy who’s a strong consumer advocate and I am confident he will do everything he can to get strong regulations out. But I also feel like we’re heading into an election and at this point the administration is trying not to cause trouble and I’m getting discouraged about the extent to which they’re willing to take on controversial issues and do the right thing.”

With many governors and state legislators hostile to the health law, the administration risks a new round of heavy criticism if it doesn’t give state officials the flexibility they want to run the exchanges. But in many states with governors and legislatures friendly to insurers and insurance brokers, to them flexibility may mean more industry influence over exchanges than consumer advocates want.

But a managed care consultant who requested anonymity says it’s news to him that the Obama administration is moving in his industry’s direction. “Never once in all the industry discussions I’ve been in have heard ‘Isn’t it great HHS is listening to us?’” the consultant quipped.

He predicted that HHS will find ways to be tough on the industry without making itself a big political target.

For example, he predicted that the proposed regulation won’t get into detail about how the federal officials will run exchanges if the states choose not to do so.

Details would make the administration “too much of a target,” he said, adding that it will find a lower profile way to get into details. “They could do all that in the context of subregulatory guidance, because that’s the way CMS operates,” he said. They do it all the time.”

The consultant said that given all the data burdens involved in operating exchanges he doubted they will open as scheduled on Jan. 1, 2014. In addition to all the other data chores exchange operators will have, they will have to risk adjust premium payment to plans, he said, adding that if premiums for the exchanges are not risk adjusted up front, “then there would have to be all kinds of reconciliation down the road. That would be chaos.”

The consultant noted that at a recent AHIP meeting in San Francisco, one of the speakers asked a roomful of some 700 hundred audience members how many thought that all 50 states would have their exchanges ready to go by January 1, 2014. No one raised their hand, he said.





Future Medicaid Eligibility Rules Raise Concerns

By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

Republicans are pouncing on a concern raised by the Medicare chief actuary that in 2014 middle-class early retirees may become eligible for Medicaid, the federal-state program for the poor, because of the way the program’s eligibility standards will change.

In 2014, Medicaid is scheduled to expand to cover more people, and all states will have to use a national eligibility standard. Currently the rules vary by state. The health care overhaul (PL 111-148, PL 111-152) says that starting in 2014 a person’s eligibility will be determined based on his or her modified adjusted gross income (MAGI) — a calculation that excludes some Social Security benefits. Applicants will be eligible if they earn 133 percent of the federal poverty level or less. This year, the federal poverty limit for a couple is $14,710.

As a result, Medicare Chief Actuary Richard Foster has said that hypothetically, a married couple could get Medicaid benefits if the pair each got Social Security benefits — say, $25,000 each, which they could leave out of the MAGI calculation — and the rest of their income was less than 133 percent of that year’s poverty limit. Even though the couple’s total income, including benefits, would be tens of thousands of dollars above the limit, they could still get Medicaid because those Social Security benefits wouldn’t count in the eligibility formula.

The Republican Governors Association released a statement Tuesday saying that the possibility “will boost Republican governors’ argument that Obamacare’s rules concerning Medicaid don’t make sense.” The group added that “Republican governors have long been advocating that the Medicaid provisions in Obamacare are in desperate need of reform.”

As discussion of the new Medicaid rules spread, there appeared to be some concern within the Department of Health and Human Services that some people not meant to get Medicaid benefits could wind up with them under the new law.

Richard Sorian, HHS assistant secretary for public affairs, posted a blog item explaining how the new rules will work. In ending his item Sorian said: “However, we are concerned that, as a matter of law, some middle-income Americans may be receiving coverage through Medicaid, which is meant to serve only the neediest Americans. We are exploring options to address this issue, so that we can use taxpayer dollars responsibly while ensuring that all Americans have access to affordable, high quality health insurance coverage.”

Under the health overhaul, the federal government will initially pay the Medicaid costs for newly eligible beneficiaries. The federal share will decline over time so that ultimately, it will pay 90 percent of the costs.

A spokeswoman for the Senate Finance Committee, the panel that wrote the provision, said that lawmakers used modified adjusted gross income as the standard for both Medicaid and the new exchange markets that will open in 2014, so that beneficiaries would face the same standards under both programs.

“Making eligibility for Medicaid and the health insurance exchange consistent will help millions of Americans connect with the affordable health care options they need,” said Finance Committee spokeswoman Erin Shields. “These changes don’t take effect until 2014, so we have time to review all possible cases to ensure Medicaid meets its mission of serving only the neediest Americans.”

Foster had estimated that as many as three million Social Security beneficiaries could be eligible even though their benefits, if counted, would have pushed them over the 133 percent-of-federal-poverty threshold.

However, a Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) spokesman said that when the new Medicaid eligibility guidelines take effect in 2014, there also might be some people who would currently be eligible for Medicaid who could not enroll in the program under the new rules. That’s because the MAGI formula does not allow the same income deductions to be considered that are allowed under states’ current Medicaid eligibility rules. Some people whose income had been lowered through deductions under the current rules and were therefore eligible for Medicaid might no longer qualify under the new formula. All states are required to allow beneficiaries to deduct some work-related expenses and child care costs. Other states might choose to allow more deductions, such as income that a student earned.

“When new health insurance exchanges open in 2014, there will be a simple set of rules that determines eligibility for both Medicaid and tax credits to help Americans afford coverage,” said CMS spokesman Brian T. Cook. “This simplification will stop people from falling into coverage gaps, and may cause some to be newly eligible for Medicaid and others to no longer qualify.”

Rebecca Adams can be reached at radams@cq.com. 



Options on Entitlement Changes Range From Overhaul to Series of Tweaks

By Joanne Kenen, CQ Staff

Congressional leaders and administration officials looking to save money on health care entitlements face a variation of the old television game show “Let’s Make a Deal.”

Behind Door No. 1 for the debt talk negotiators are substantial changes to Medicaid and Medicare similar to those favored by House Republicans and included in the House GOP’s fiscal 2012 budget.

Behind Door No. 2 lie caps on Medicare spending that could mandate cost reductions or trigger automatic cutbacks. Deciding exactly how to configure those caps or triggers could keep congressional authorizing committees busy for months.

But Door No. 3 is generating the most speculation. That option would not transform the entitlement programs, but would aim to save billions through adjustments that could include raising Medicare co-payments or deductibles and requiring drug companies to pay rebates for prescription drugs provided to low-income elderly.

Some health policy experts say the current debt limit standoff will not be settled without making some of the tweaks behind Door No. 3.

“Folks who are watching this make a mistake if they think at the end of the day it will be caps and triggers and promises that get put off into the future,” said Dean Rosen, a health care attorney who has worked for top congressional Republicans. “There’s going to be some Medicare changes and perhaps some Medicaid. To me, that’s the only way I can now see a debt limit vote getting through the House and the numbers adding up to $2 trillion.”

Negotiators led by Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. resumed work Tuesday and plan to reconvene at least twice more this week. The goal is to reach an agreement by July Fourth on a package that would increase the $14.3 trillion federal debt limit and reduce deficit spending by the same amount. The Obama administration says the debt ceiling must be raised by Aug. 2 to avoid a government default.

“You can’t do a credible, large package without entitlement reform,” Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky said Tuesday.

But Biden told reporters late last week that Republicans and Democrats remain deeply divided on “anything having to do with health care,” including the smaller steps that would save money but not fundamentally change Medicare and Medicaid.

Analysts said it remains unclear how much the Biden group will try to wring from Medicare and Medicaid as it seeks to find savings in the neighborhood of $2 trillion. Some say it could end up being less than $250 billion — maybe as little as $100 billion over 10 years — because of Democratic resistance. That would keep pressure on Congress to take action to extend the life of the Medicare trust fund, now forecast to run out of money in 2024, after a debt ceiling deal is worked out.

Holding Out for Major Change

Conservative House Republicans have not given up on the Door No. 1 scenario, still favoring the proposal by Budget Chairman Paul D. Ryan, R-Wis., to turn Medicaid into a block grant and Medicare into a premium support or voucher program.

But despite House adoption of Ryan’s budget resolution (H Con Res 34), implementation of his proposal is unlikely in the face of strong Democratic opposition. Some House Republicans have acknowledged they will have to take up that fight another day.

Liberal advocacy groups worry that Medicaid remains vulnerable to cuts, even if proposals to convert it to a block grant are turned aside. Republicans including Sen. Orrin G. Hatch, R-Utah, want to undo the “maintenance of effort” requirement in the 2010 health law (PL 111-148, PL 111-152), saying states need greater flexibility to trim or reshape Medicaid in light of their own budget problems.

Democrats argue that state officials have sufficient leeway under current law. They oppose taking benefits away from low-income people already hard-hit by the sluggish economy — particularly when Republicans adamantly oppose collecting more taxes from those in upper-income brackets.

“Instead of shortchanging Medicaid, we must have the courage to rein in tax breaks for corporate America and for people of great wealth,” Sen. John D. Rockefeller IV, D-W.Va., said. “There are lots of worthwhile and positive ways that we can improve the program, I grant you that. But trashing Medicaid, gutting Medicaid and especially if it’s . . . flipping it aside or for political gain, cannot be an option.”

Health policy experts said triggers, targets or some kind of spending caps are likely to be part of any deficit-reduction deal, although information is scarce on the details of what might emerge.

In April, President Obama proposed tightening a health care law provision that requires an independent Medicare cost-control panel to recommend cost savings if the program’s cost grows more than 1 percentage point faster than does the gross domestic product. The president also raised the possibility of creating an automatic mechanism to impose cost savings.

Lobbyists and health care advocates said several senior Senate Republicans favor increasing Medicare deductibles and shifting co-pays. Depending on how that is done, such a strategy could not only raise money, but also change some of the outdated incentives in fee-for-service Medicare, and discourage overuse of some health services.

Both the president’s fiscal commission last fall and a recent report from the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission, a nonpartisan group that advises Congress on Medicare payment policy, suggested changes to the program’s co-pays and deductibles. One proposal would require seniors to pay a bigger share of the cost of some common services, but limit how much they would have to pay out of pocket for a catastrophic illness.

Medicare does not now have such a protection, which is often provided by supplemental insurance.

Rockefeller and other Democrats back a prescription drug rebate proposal for those eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid. Manufacturers already provide rebates to Medicaid, but they no longer have to pay for those enrolled in both programs, called “dual eligibles,” as they did before the Medicare prescription drug plan (PL 108-173) was enacted.

The Democrats’ bills (HR 2190, S 1206) would save $112 billion over 10 years, according to the Congressional Budget Office.



Obamacare standards could spur small businesses to leave Mass.:
http://www.bostonherald.com/news/politics/view/20110621rep_obamacare_standards_could_spur_small_businesses_to_leave_mass/srvc=home&position=recent
 
Indiana official seeks health reform waiver after insurers flee state: http://homeinsurance.com/health-insurance/news/indiana-official-seeks-health-reform-
waiver-after-insurers-flee-state.php
 
Should state regulate health insurance premiums?: http://www.californiahealthline.org/think-tank/2011/should-state-regulate-health-insurance-premiums.aspx
 
Next steps for Georgia to manage healthcare legislation: http://www.ajc.com/opinion/viewpoints-next-steps-for-982600.html
 
New state health plan offers extra time: http://www.pantagraph.com/news/state-and-regional/illinois/article_011567fa-96ff-11e0-bddc-001cc4c002e0.html
 
State’s healthcare transparency law comes with conditions: http://www.wqow.com/Global/story.asp?S=14932188
 
 
EDUCATION
 
Education envoy keeps the peace: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57462.html
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ECONOMY

Los Alamos fire forces NM governor to extend tax deadline for businesses: http://www.thestatecolumn.com/capitol/los-alamos-fire-
forces-nm-governor-to-extend-tax-deadline-for-businesses/
 
A needed trim: Governor’s vetoes move in a responsible direction: http://newsminer.com/view/full_story/14519995/article-A-
needed-trim--Governor%E2%80%99s-vetoes-move-in-a-responsible-direction?instance=home_opinion_editorial
 
PA state budget awaits governor’s signature: http://www.wbng.com/news/state/PA-State-Budget-Awaits-Governors-Signature-
124763584.html
 
Ag relieved at governor’s ‘card-check’ veto: http://www.thebusinessjournal.com/agriculture/10273-ag-relieved-at-governors-card-
check-veto
 
We’ll soon feel impact of governor’s budget pen: http://gazettextra.com/news/2011/jun/30/well-soon-feel-impact-governors-
budget-pen/
 
Dayton, GOP leaders end talks without budget deal: http://www.sctimes.com/article/20110630/NEWS01/106300016/Dayton-GOP-
leaders-end-talks-without-budget-deal
 
Tale of two governors:
http://www.minutemannewscenter.com/articles/2011/06/29/westport/opinion/op_ed/doc4e0b509a83ff3552335002.txt
 
Florida joins U.S. states in budget stress adding pension cost to workers: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-06-29/florida-joins-
u-s-states-in-budget-stress-adding-pension-costs-to-workers.html
 
Best cost of living in CNBC’s top states for business 2011: http://www.cnbc.com/id/43345077?
__source=usatoday|topstatestech|&amp;par=usatoday
 
Housing market turning around in several rural states: http://www.usatoday.com/money/economy/housing/2011-06-29-housing-
recovery-states_n.htm
 
U.S. enters next round of public pensions fight: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/29/us-usa-states-pensions-
idUSTRE75S71920110629
 
Debt ceiling deal’s ticking clock creates pessimism: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/58079.html
 
Obama targets tax breaks: http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304450604576415733343351492.html?
mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_6
 
Obama’s real revenue problem: http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304319804576389593090634256.html?
mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEADTop
 
In some states, divided government brings results: http://stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=584735
 
Fate of Florida commuter rail line up to governor: http://stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=584737
 
N.J. legislature OKs $30.6B budget, awaits Gov. Christie’s reply:
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2011/06/excitement_but_few_suprises_as.html
 
Property tax reform in jeopardy as lawmakers finalize budget: http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/state-and-
regional/iowa/article_2f18e822-a27e-11e0-bbf1-001cc4c002e0.html
 
 
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT
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Governors urge feds to consider jobs, costs in fuel standards:
http://www.detnews.com/article/20110630/AUTO01/106300345/1148/Governors-urge-feds-to-consider-jobs--costs-in-fuel-
standards
 
Governor vetoes Homer area natural gas pipeline: http://www.homernews.com/stories/062911/news_gvhangp.shtml
 
NOAA head to meet with governors in Coeur d’Alene: http://www.nwcn.com/home/?
fId=124745849&fPath=/news/local&fDomain=10222
 
US 48 lower states’ natural gas output hits new shale-high era: http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20110629-711168.html
 
Group sues to end N.Y.’s role in regional cap-and-trade: http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/06/29/group-sues-to-end-n-y-s-role-
in-regional-cap-and-trade/
 
U.S. environmentalists back EU plan: http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304450604576415733343351492.html?
mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_6
 
Mine owners misled inspectors, investors say: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/30/us/30mine.html?_r=1&ref=us
 
Gov’s energy plan aims to balance old and new energy sources: http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=16162637
 
Cuomo takes tough stance on nuclear reactors: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/29/nyregion/cuomo-emphasizes-aim-to-close-
indian-point-plant.html
 
Solar tax incentive bill signed: http://www.smdailyjournal.com/article_preview.php?
id=161950&title=Solar%20tax%20incentive%20bill%20signed
 
Natural resources, energy team highlights progress: http://www.wpcva.com/articles/2011/06/27/chatham/news/news39.txt
 
‘Nerd’ Snyder learns about local innovation: http://www.ourmidland.com/news/article_7b8f8ef3-9327-56ab-8bea-
366e618a55ba.html
 
Energy, educational reform are relevant issues for LePage: http://portlanddailysun.me/node/26258/
 
State nuclear task force offers safety recommendations: http://barnegat.patch.com/articles/state-nuclear-task-force-offers-safety-
recommendations
 
Scott calls for reducing energy-saving rebates: http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2011-06-24/news/sfl-florida-scale-back-energy-
rebates-20110624_1_renewable-energy-energy-saving-rebates-energy-conservation
 
New ‘green’ rules: Creating jobs or making mess of environment?: http://host.madison.com/news/local/govt-and-
politics/article_d3e8593e-d1c8-5fc4-9e8e-1f6a627574a3.html
 
Study sees strong growth of oil and gas industry, jobs:
http://www.pennenergy.com/index/petroleum/display/1803883167/articles/pennenergy/petroleum/exploration/2011/06/oklahoma_-
study_sees.html
 
State energy department to be created: http://ledyard.patch.com/articles/state-energy-department-to-be-created
 
NC sees rapid growth in renewable energy industry:
http://www.dailytarheel.com/index.php/article/2011/06/nc_sees_rapid_growth_in_renewable_energy_industry
 
Tennessee grows its green economy: http://blog.cleanenergy.org/2011/06/29/tennessee-is-making-green-by-being-green/
 
EPA chief  promises action on air pollution from gas drilling: http://www.aspendailynews.com/section/home/147664
 
 
HEALTHCARE
 
Medicaid matters to all of us: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/blogs/rchoi/detail?entry_id=92040
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6th Circuit Court of Appeals panel upholds individual mandate: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/58040.html
 
Panel advises F.D.A. to narrow its approval for Avastin: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/30/business/30drug.html?ref=us
 
The state of school-based healthcare: http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Multimedia/2011/June/Andrews-On-School-Based-Health-
Care.aspx
 
Obama: Cut Medicare spending, don’t harm seniors: http://capsules.kaiserhealthnews.org/index.php/2011/06/obama-cut-medicare-
spending-dont-harm-seniors/
 
Georgia allows out-of-state health insurance policies July 1:
http://www.insurancejournal.com/news/southeast/2011/06/29/204365.htm
 
Arizona plans to throw half its Medicaid recipients off the rolls: http://www.courthousenews.com/2011/06/29/37779.htm
 
Ore. lawmakers modify education & healthcare: http://www.kgw.com/news/local/Oregon-Lawmakers-soon-to-adjourn-
124686689.html
 
Loss of state aid a hit to healthcare: http://www.austindailyherald.com/2011/06/29/loss-of-state-aid-a-hit-to-health-care/
 
Indiana appeals freeing of Planned Parenthood funds:
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iMWPxdi72s3UHPitSfxhVE5DfEZg?
docId=6ede5109ad97464d9d5b21ddf45fcb96
 
Healthcare honcho defends medical costs: http://news.bostonherald.com/jobfind/news/healthcare/view/2011_0629health-
care_honcho_defends_medical_costs/srvc=home&position=also
 
Arkansas insurance chief to try again on health insurance exchange:
http://www.insurancejournal.com/news/southcentral/2011/06/29/204410.htm
 
Democratic budget plan restores healthcare funding: http://www.insurancejournal.com/news/southcentral/2011/06/29/204410.htm
 
Firms protest Medicaid contract selection: http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/06/28/business-us-medicaid-contract-
louisiana_8539503.html
 
Nebraska conducting survey on insurance exchange: http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/06/29/business-us-health-insurance-
survey-nebraska_8541296.html
 
Governor signs veto of health, other bills:
http://www.staradvertiser.com/news/hawaiinews/20110628_Governor_signals_veto_of_health_other_bills.html
 
 
EDUCATION
 
States threaten to defy ‘No Child Left Behind’: http://www.npr.org/2011/06/29/137476810/states-threaten-to-defy-no-child-left-
behind
 
What’s the most expensive college? The least? Education Dept. puts it all online:
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/30/education/30collegeweb.html?ref=us
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From: Intern Sam Dulik
To: Marie Sanderson; Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RGPPC Policy & Press
Date: Friday, July 01, 2011 10:16:19 AM

ECONOMY

It's D-Day for state budgets: http://money.cnn.com/2011/06/30/news/economy/state_budget/

Two rulings find cuts in public pensions permissible:
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/01/business/01pension.html?_r=1

Ohio repeals its estate tax; Maine and Oregon tweak theirs:
http://blogs.forbes.com/ashleaebeling/2011/06/30/ohio-estate-tax-repeal-maine-oregon-tweak-tax/

Gov. Scott's smart decision with jobs potential: http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/06/30/2293730/gov-scotts-
smart-decision-with.html

Tax credit or tax cut?: http://www.governing.com/columns/eco-engines/tax-credit-or-tax-cut.html

SC debates budget surplus: http://www.wfae.org/wfae/1_87_316.cfm?action=display&id=7516

Nearly $56B Ohio budget heads to governor's desk: http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/06/30/business-us-ohio-
budget-ohio_8543197.html

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT

Cuomo will seek to lift ban on hydraulic fracturing: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/01/nyregion/cuomo-will-seek-
to-lift-drilling-ban.html?hp

New Jersey’s solar future murky due to new state plan: http://cleantechnica.com/2011/06/30/new-jerseys-solar-
future-murky-due-to-new-state-energy-plan/

State to decide fate of NH wind farm:
http://www.boston.com/news/local/new_hampshire/articles/2011/06/30/state_to_decide_fate_of_nh_wind_farm/

State to hold lease sale for oil and gas development on Oct. 26:
http://thearcticsounder.com/article/1126state_to_hold_lease_sale_for_oil_and_gas

Oil and gas drilling surges despite increased oversight: http://www.propublica.org/article/oil-and-gas-drilling-
surges-despite-increased-oversight

The growing wind industry in Tennessee: http://blog.cleanenergy.org/2011/06/30/the-growing-wind-industry-in-
tennessee/

State energy executive: Nuclear plants are safe: http://www.startribune.com/opinion/otherviews/124518233.html

Oregon reduces solar incentives to help budget woes: http://www.cleanenergyauthority.com/solar-energy-
news/oregon-reduces-solar-incentives-062911/

Dominion wants to raise rates for biomass conversion: http://hamptonroads.com/2011/06/dominion-wants-raise-
rates-biomass-conversion

Parnell signs capital budget, approves power projects: http://newsminer.com/bookmark/14517069-Parnell-signs-
capital-budget-approves-power-projects

New Jersey lawmakers send Christie ban on hydraulic fracturing: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-06-
30/new-jersey-lawmakers-send-christie-ban-on-hydraulic-fracturing.html

Claim that Sandoval didn’t understand energy bill insulting: http://www.lvrj.com/news/claim-that-sandoval-didn-t-
understand-energy-bill-insulting-124764034.html?ref=034

Blue Planet to Gov: Don’t veto energy bill: http://www.civilbeat.com/articles/2011/06/29/11931-blue-planet-to-gov-
dont-veto-energy-bill/
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Alaska governor vows to accelerate state oil-drilling leases:
http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/06/30/2293906/alaska-governor-vows-to-accelerate.html

Governors allude that Obama's fuel economy plan may cost jobs:
http://www.dailytech.com/Governors+Allude+That+Obamas+Fuel+Economy+Plan+May+Cost+Jobs/article22034.htm

Western governors, NOAA agree to work together to improve climate services for the west:
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2011/20110630_westerngovenors.html

Alaska governor, commissioner promote upcoming lease sales: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/07/01/alaska-
leases-idUSN1E75T27420110701

HEALTHCARE

So far, health interests have few gripes about exchange board roster:
http://www.bizjournals.com/denver/blog/capitol_business/2011/06/so-far-health-interests-have-few.html

Healthcare hearings hint at long road ahead: http://www.patriotledger.com/topstories/x706706406/Health-care-
hearings-hint-at-long-road-ahead

Western governors: States must help returning vets: http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2011/jun/29/western-
guvs-told-states-must-help-returning-vets/

State insurance task force votes to protect brokers from healthcare law:
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-insurance/169299-state-insurance-task-force-votes-to-protect-brokers-
from-healthcare-law

State blocks plans to apply for federal health grant: http://www.jsonline.com/business/124753094.html

Healthcare exchange board members announced: http://www.kdvr.com/news/politics/kdvr-hickenlooper-appoints-9-
to-health-care-exchange-board-20110629,0,7968251.story

Ag summit eyes healthcare: http://www.argusleader.com/article/20110630/BUSINESS/106300325/Ag-summit-eyes-
health-care

Analysis: Stimulus ends, state healthcare on life support: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/30/us-usa-states-
medicaid-idUSTRE75T3CE20110630

Arizona Medicaid freeze on hold pending U.S. action:
http://www.azcentral.com/news/election/azelections/articles/2011/06/30/20110630arizona-medicaid-freeze-on-
hold.html

EDUCATION

State Assembly approves charter reform bills: http://livingston.patch.com/articles/state-assembly-approves-charter-
reform-bills

Wis. teachers union challenges law giving governor veto power:
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/wis._teachers_union_challenges_law_giving_gov_veto_power/
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ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT
 
Calif. groups sue EPA over civil rights complaint: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?
f=/n/a/2011/07/08/national/a000208D03.DTL
 
Montana governor pulls out of joint oil spill command: http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20110707-715686.html
 
Branstad to nearby governors: River association has failed us:
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2011/07/07/branstad-to-nearby-governors-river-association-has-
failed-us/
 
EPA requires Texas power plants to lower pollution: http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9OB1V600.htm
 
Cap-and-trade policies losing steam: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/58559.html
 
House vote on incandescent lights planned: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/58520.html
 
Ethanol subsidies imperiled: http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303544604576431750420430450.html?
mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
 
EPA to require new pollution cuts:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303544604576431750420430450.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
 
 
ECONOMY
 
Why ‘Cut, Cap, and Balance’ is the best way to avoid a fiscal breakdown:
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2011/07/08/why-cut-cap-and-balance-is-best-way-to-avoid-fiscal-breakdown/
 
La. gov continues state’s partial hiring freeze: http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9OB1RTO0.htm
 
Governor Herbert signs Cut, Cap and Balance pledge:
http://www.utahbusiness.com/issues/articles/11285/2011/07/governor_herbert_signs_cut__cap_and_balance_pledge
 
Governor Haslam wants online retailers to collect sales tax: http://www.wmctv.com/story/15045109/governor-
haslam-wants-online-retailers-to-collect-sales-tax
 
Governor defends vetoes, notes ‘regionally balanced’ capital budget:
http://www.alaskajournal.com/stories/070711/loc_gdvnr.shtml
 
Governor Haley signs Cut, Cap & Balance pledge: http://www2.wspa.com/news/2011/jul/07/governor-haley-signs-
cup-cap-balance-pledge-ar-2079254/
 
Right-to-work bill is DOA in NJ, lawmaker says:
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2015543044_apnjrighttoworknj1stldwritethru.html
 
California taxes got you down? 5 least taxed states for retirees: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/blogs/ontheblock/detail?entry_id=92580
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Unemployment rises, few jobs created: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/58561.html
 
Debt ceiling deal: Five uneasy pieces to the puzzle: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/58561.html
 
Debt talks turn to tax reform: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/58535.html
 
Sights set on grand debt deal:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303365804576431664248244194.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_3
 
Panel offers a budget plan to end Minnesota stalemate:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303544604576432202794454450.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
 
Retraining funds snarl trade bills:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304793504576432202583794640.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
 
Sorting the real from the phony spending cut options:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303365804576429652263461480.html?
mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEADTop
 
Countdown for shuttle, and for a bit of the Florida economy:
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/08/us/08shuttle.html?_r=1&ref=us
 
New housing program is aimed at the unemployed: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/08/business/new-housing-
program-is-aimed-at-the-unemployed.html?ref=us
 
Jobs market: Men, hit hardest in recession, are getting work faster than women:
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/jobs-market-men-hit-hardest-in-recession-are-getting-work-
faster-than-women/2011/07/06/gIQAbGxH1H_story.html
 
Underwater mortgages still a drag on housing: http://stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=586221
 
A proposal for drawing a clearer picture of public pension finances:
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/08/business/proposal-hopes-to-improve-disclosures-on-public-pensions.html?
ref=todayspaper
 
N.J. budget battle heats up: http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303365804576432292707030746.html?
mod=ITP_newyork_2
 
New Hampshire’s secret salesman luring Bay State firms across the line:
http://www.boston.com/business/articles/2011/07/08/new_hampshires_secret_salesman_luring_massachusetts_firms/
 
Parnell, 3 other GOP govs sign pledge to oppose unconditional debt limit increase:
http://juneauempire.com/state/2011-07-07/parnell-3-other-gop-govs-sign-pledge-oppose-unconditional-debt-limit-
increase#.Thbhf4LW-s8
 
 
IMMIGRATION
 
Maryland drive against illegal immigrant tuition bill going to ballot:
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/07/08/maryland-drive-against-illegal-immigrant-tuition-bill-going-to-ballot/
 
Immigration from Mexico to the United States is declining:
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/news/2011/07/07/immigration-from-mexico-to-united-states-declining/
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http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/07/08/maryland-drive-against-illegal-immigrant-tuition-bill-going-to-ballot/
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/news/2011/07/07/immigration-from-mexico-to-united-states-declining/


 
Mexican citizen executed after court declines to intervene:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303365804576432480993143322.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
 
 
HEALTHCARE

Kentucky governor’s Medicaid plan will save taxpayers $1.3 billion: http://www.examiner.com/city-hall-in-
louisville/kentucky-governor-s-medicaid-plan-will-save-taxpayers-1-3-billion
 
Kansas governor’s choice for medical board causes stir: http://www.kansascity.com/2011/07/07/2999744/kansas-
governors-choice-for-medical.html
 
Obesity rates are increasing in 16 states: http://www.webmd.com/diet/news/20110707/obesity-rates-are-increasing-
in-16-states
 
Colorectal cancer deaths vary by state: http://www.thirdage.com/news/colorectal-cancer-deaths-vary-by-state_07-
07-2011
 
Several states pass new laws limiting abortions: http://www.pri.org/politics-society/several-states-pass-new-laws-
limiting-abortions-4706.html
 
An ObamaCare drug preview in Germany:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304760604576428272167929738.html?
mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEFTTopOpinion
 
How bright promise in cancer testing fell apart: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/08/health/research/08genes.html?
ref=us
 
Anti-health law measure moves toward ballot in Ohio: http://stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=586222
 
Will health insurance ever get cheaper?: http://stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=585688
 
Potential first-in-nation change gets little attention in Maine’s health insurance overhaul:
http://bangordailynews.com/2011/07/07/politics/potential-first-in-nation-change-gets-little-attention-in-
maine%E2%80%99s-health-insurance-overhaul/
 
NY Health and Hospital Corp.'s president welcomes the health law's promise, but sees 'a very clear downside' for public
hospitals: http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2011/July/08/aviles-q-and-a.aspx
 
Democrats weigh politics of health cuts: http://capsules.kaiserhealthnews.org/index.php/2011/07/in-the-capitol-
corridors-democrats-weigh-politics-of-health-cuts/
 
State exchanges get mixed progress reports, reviews: http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-
Reports/2011/July/07/exchanges-developments.aspx
 
Utah health exchange is geared to small business employees:
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2011/July/07/Connor-q-and-a-health-law-exchange-small-business.aspx
 
Health law provisions draw compliments, complaints: http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-
Reports/2011/July/07/reform-round-up.aspx
 
How much does Medicaid improve well-being?: http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2011/07/how-much-
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does-medicaid-improve-well-being/241587/
 
 
EDUCATION
 
Hearings to be held on education rules:
http://www.courierpostonline.com/article/20110708/NEWS01/107080322/Hearings-held-education-rules
 
Could California lead nation in teaching of gay history in schools?:
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Education/2011/0707/Could-California-lead-nation-in-teaching-of-gay-history-in-
schools
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National
Mitch Daniels to deliver State of Union response (The Hill)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Gov. Haley calls for tax cuts, tort reform, spending caps in State of the State speech (AP)
 
O'Malley budget plan would raise taxes for about 20 percent of Marylanders (AP)
 
Gov. Perdue pushing tax increase (News Observer)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Obama decision denies Keystone XL permit (Stateline)
 
Editorial: Obama's pipeline decision delays energy security (USA Today)
 
Obama’s Rejection of Keystone Pipeline Sets Up Campaign Battle (Bloomberg)
 
Alaska governor seeks meaningful tax reform to boost oil production (Fairbanks Daily News-Miner)
 
Veering toward new energy crisis (NJ.com)
 
 
Transportation
Gov. Jerry Brown said high-speed rail makes more sense than expanding airports and highways at his
SOS address (LA Times)
 
Gov. Christie vetoes bill extending teen drivers' training sessions, among other legislation (NJ.com)
 
 
Healthcare
U.S. Reports Progress in States on Coverage for Uninsured (Bloomberg Businessweek)
 
Gov. Walker: Turns down ObamaCare funding (Wispolitics)
 
Column: Why doctors might be turning on 'ObamaCare' (USA Today)
 
Health Insurance Rate Review: Lowering Costs for American Consumers and Businesses (CCIIO)
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A Republican rift on health exchanges (Washington Post)
 
Building a health insurance marketplace one step at a time (Stateline)
 
2012 Progress Report: States Are Implementing Health Reform (White House)
 
White House says health overhaul on track in many states, but prepares federal backstop anyway
(Washington Post)
 
States ready their health exchanges (Pittsburg Post-Gazzette)
 
Utah’s Medicaid overhaul partially rejected by feds (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Indiana House fines absent Democrats $1,000 a day (Stateline)
 
Deal seeks to promote traditional labor force development (RN-T.com)
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State of the Union
State of the Union: President Obama's big campaign speech (Politico)
 
State of the Union response to be given by Mitch Daniels (Politico)
 
Obama’s State of the Union speech to tout manufacturing (Daily Caller)
 
 
Energy and Environment
CRS report: Congress can require Keystone oil pipeline approval (The Hill)
 
Virginia Governor Directs the State Regulatory Agencies to Develop Draft Uranium Mining Regulations in 2012 (Mine
Web)
 
Oil Fields Gushing in the U.S. (WSJ)
 
Boehner: GOP may link Keystone to tax cut (Politico)
 
O’Malley to try again for offshore wind development (Washington Post)
 
Ed Royce: China profits from U.S. pipeline blunder (OC Register)
 
Fact Checking President Obamas Claims About Domestic Energy Production (Institute for Energy Research)
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Transportation
Lawmakers sense inevitability with tunnel toll plans (Hampton Roads)
 
 
Healthcare
Boehner: GOP weighing Medicare options (Politico)
 
Should Virginia act or wait on health insurance exchanges? (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
States lag in meeting health overhaul goals (Montgomery Advertiser)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
'Right-to-work' raises a ruckus in Indiana (Stateline)
 
More Lockouts as Companies Battle Unions (NY Times)
 
Line of Scrimmage Forms Over Union Bill (NY Times)
 
 
Education
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Scott, lawmakers agree: Schools need at least $1 billion more (Miami Herald)
 
In Race to the Top, the Dirty Work Is Left to Those on the Bottom (NY Times)
 
State Support Slumps Again (Inside Higher Ed)
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Budget and Tax
Major tax reform: Why it always fails (Washington Post)
 
California running out of money again (SF Gate)
 
Democratic lawmakers in Maryland wary of gas tax (Washington Times)
 
Analysis: Christie's proposed N.J. income tax cut would largely benefit state's wealthier residents
(NJ.com)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Opposition to Arctic National Wildlife Refuge drilling takes right turn (Politico)
 
A push for 'smart regulations' (Politico)
 
Obama green jobs program faces further investigation (USA Today)
 
Governor announces clean air initiative (Deseret News)
 
How Even Alternative Energy Could Threaten the Planet (WSJ)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Controversial 'right to work' measure could be ready Wednesday (Indy Star)
 
 
Economic Development and Infrastructure
Bipartisan support for 'insourcing,' poll shows (Politico)
 
Transportation bill throws bones to GOP base (Politico)
 
 
Healthcare
CBO expects health spending to double (The Hill)
 
If mandate dies, so should PPACA (Politico)
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Implementing health reform (Politico)
 
CBO Reveals Medicaid is Still Bankrupting America (American Action Forum)
 
OVERNIGHT HEALTH: CLASS repeal vote marks open season on health law (The Hill)
 
CLASS Act: Abandoned yet defended (Politico)
 
Jobs Increase as Health Care Eclipses Factories (Bloomberg)
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Budget and Tax
Trenton's dueling plans for tax relief (North Jersey)
 
Bryant: Cut the budgets, sell the jet (Sun Herald)
 
Fallin: Okla. income tax plan to reduce brackets (Washington Examiner)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Rev up the tapping of our own natural gas (Chicago Tribune)
 
To drill or not: We should, but we won't (News OK)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Governor promises tough session for South Carolina unions (Stateline)
 
 
Economic Development and Infrastructure
The real source of American prosperity: Innovation (Chicago Tribune)
 
Speaker Boehner faces tough test on $260 billion transportation bill (The Hill)
 
 
Housing
Foreclosure deal deadline arrives, not all states are yet on board (Washington Post)
 
 
Education
Kansas governor's sweeping school proposal to keep legislators attention in Statehouse (The Republic)
 
 
Healthcare
Maine Governor LePage backs nation's toughest Medicaid cuts (Stateline)
 
Government Asks Supreme Court for More Time to Defend ObamaCare (New American)
 
Editorial: Contraception mandate violates religious freedom (USA Today)
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Kathleen Sebelius: Contraception rule respects religion (USA Today)
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Budget and Tax
Surplus Surprises Michigan, but Is It Safe to Spend Again? (NY Times)
 
The Puerto Rico Miracle (Fox Business)
 
Franchot calls raising Maryland tax on gas ‘crushing blow’ (Washington Times)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Oil and Gas Boom Lifts U.S. Economy (WSJ)
 
Ten states join effort to buy natural gas vehicles (Stateline)
 
Obama doesn’t back up his energy rhetoric (The Hill)
 
Shale bill heads to governor (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
Why Energy-Cutting Policies Are Badly Designed: Brian Barry (Bloomberg)
 
When old coal plants die, is it a bust or a blessing for Ohio? (E&E News)
 
The best article on wind farms you will ever read (The Telegraph)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Arizona Lawmakers Target Public Workers' Unions (NPR)
 
 
Economic Development and Infrastructure
Reid seeks cloture today on transport bill (Politico)
 
Gov. Deal: Ga. is ‘doing everything in our power’ for harbor deepening (Bluffton Today)
 
 
Education
Florida, 9 other states to get No Child Left Behind waiver (Orlando Sentinel)
 
Former Gov. Jeb Bush to talk education with McDonnell (Daily Press)

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/09/us/surplus-surprises-michigan-but-is-it-safe-to-spend-again.html?_r=1&ref=todayspaper
http://www.foxbusiness.com/on-air/freedom-watch/index.html#/v/1441511076001/the-puerto-rico-miracle/?playlist_id=158146
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/feb/7/franchot-calls-raising-maryland-tax-on-gas-crushin/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204652904577195303471199234.html?KEYWORDS=oil+and+gas+boom
http://www.stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=630771
http://thehill.com/special-reports-archive/1259-energy-a-environment-february-2012/209603-obama-doesnt-back-up-his-energy-rhetoric
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/12040/1209030-454.stm
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-02-09/why-energy-cutting-policies-are-badly-designed-commentary-by-brian-barry.html
http://www.eenews.net/public/climatewire/2012/02/08/1
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/jamesdelingpole/100136093/the-best-article-on-wind-farms-you-will-ever-read/
http://www.npr.org/2012/02/09/146595736/arizona-lawmakers-target-public-workers-unions
http://www.politico.com/morningtransportation/
http://www.blufftontoday.com/bluffton-news/2012-02-08/gov-deal-ga-%E2%80%98doing-everything-our-power%E2%80%99-harbor-deepening#.TzPuUcjHr-Y
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/education/os-no-child-left-behind-florida-20120209,0,2074127.story
http://www.dailypress.com/news/education/dp-nws-wire-jeb-bush-mcdonnell-20120208,0,3256213.story



 
Virginia advances 'Tim Tebow bill' (Stateline)
 
Gov. Bobby Jindal's state budget proposal is expected to avoid cuts in higher education (Nola.com)
 
LePage proposes sweeping education changes (KJ Online)
 
 
Healthcare
The Value of Federalism in Defining Essential Health Benefits (NEJM)
 
Birth Control Is Covered, and G.O.P. Vows a Fight (NY Times)
 
Birth-control mandate under attack (The Hill)
 
Health providers gird for DHHS cuts under compromise deal (Bangor Daily News)
 
'Obamacare' insurance exchanges: Let's get going (LA Times)
 
 
Other
Governors: Insurance regulators need to stay with the states (Des Moines Register)
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Budget and Tax
Gov. Mary Fallin: Tax proposal is a game-changer for Oklahoma (News OK)
 
Fortuño's Plan to Energize Puerto Rico (WSJ)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Texans Are Baffled by the Keystone Decision (WSJ)
 
Alaska shouldn't be investing in Iran (Anchorage Daily News)
 
The Hidden U.S. Export Boom (CFR)
 
The Politics of Keystone, Take 2 (NY Times)
 
Global crisis calls for Keystone completion (Boston Herald)
 
How Solar Power Can Pay Off Debts (Reason)
 
Feds approve ban on dumping along California coast (Stateline)
 
 
Economic Development
The Age of Big Data (NY Times)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Big House GOP test: $260 billion highway bill heads for cliff (The Hill)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
The States Are Leading a Pro-Growth Rebellion (WSJ)
 
In Wisconsin, assessing a new labor law’s impact (Stateline)
 
 
Healthcare
Gov. Bobby Jindal says Obama birth control dispute exposed 'inherent flaw in Obamacare' (NOLA.com)
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All Sides Agree: New User Fees Are Good Ideas (AAF)
 
Success of health reform hinges on hiring 30,000 primary care doctors by 2015 (Washington Post)
 
Obama budget cuts health spending by $360 billion (The Hill)
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Budget and Tax
Oklahoma marks record in monthly sales tax collections (News OK)
 
Scott's Tax plan passes House, 92-22 (Tampa Bay Times)
 
O'Malley pushes his 18-cent-a-gallon gas tax plan (Washington Examiner)
 
Congressional wrangling leaves sales tax deduction in question (Stateline)
 
 
Energy and Environment
How the US Shale Boom Will Change the World (Oil Price)
 
Wind energy: Iowa model for success (Politico)
 
Federal funds flow to clean-energy firms with Obama administration ties (Washington Post)
 
Energy Independence Is Golden Chance to Develop Renewables: View (Bloomberg)
 
 
Education
New Mexico Granted NCLB Waiver, Federal Officials Say (Education Week)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Courts block efforts at public pension change (Stateline)
 
 
Healthcare
Reform Of the Health Care System That Is Overdue (Forbes)
 
GOP senators unveil new Medicare overhaul plan (AP)
 
What We Talk about When We Talk about Health Care Costs (New England Journal of Medicine)
 
What Problem Does the Individual Mandate Solve? (Forbes)
 
Some states weigh opt-out laws for mandatory immunizations (USA Today)
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Meet the ObamaCare Mandate Committee (WSJ)
 
 
State Government
States push to shake up personnel practices (Stateline)
 
Brewer's plan for sweeping changes to state government's personnel system now at Legislature (AP)
 
Changes to unemployment system could be in the offing (Stateline)
 
 
Corrections
Death-Penalty Racial Law Is Tested (WSJ)
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Budget and Tax
Moody's says Snyder's budget, law changes are 'credit positive' for Michigan (Detroit Free Press)
 
McDonnell urges Senate Democrats to act on the budget (Washington Post)
 
Deal trims maximum jobless benefits to 73 weeks (AP)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Will high oil prices hurt the recovery—or help it? (Washington Post)
 
U.S. Fuel Exports: Barrels Away (CFR)
 
Why Not Frack? (NY Review of Books)
 
House votes to expand drilling, approve Keystone XL (Politico)
 
An Oil Sand Marriage?  (Huffington Post)
 
What do record low natural gas prices mean for states? (Stateline)
 
 
Economic Development
Caterpillar to build factory near Athens (AJC)
 
 
Education
A Last-Minute Deal on Teacher Evaluations (NY Times)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Indiana's new right-to-work law could prompt copycats (Miami Herald)
 
 
Healthcare
The Options for Payment Reform in U.S. Health Care (NY Times)
 
Competitive Bidding Can Help Solve Medicare’s Fiscal Crisis  (AEI)
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Overreach: Obamacare vs. the Constitution (Washington Post)
 
Illinois tightens Medicaid without federal approval (Stateline)
 
Sebelius offers LePage help on state cuts (KJ Online)
 
Alabama Plans to Close Most Hospitals for Mentally Ill (NY Times)
 
Administration highlights business healthcare tax credits in Obama budget (The Hill)
 
The Myth of Runaway Health Spending (WSJ)
 
 
State Government
Utah Gov. Gary Herbert signs reduction in unemployment insurance rate for businesses (The Republic)
 
Tighten Louisiana ethics laws (Advertiser)
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Governors
Bigger Role For Governors (Governors Journal)
 
Obama toasts governors for hard work (Miami Herald)
 
 
Budget and Tax
When is a temporary tax increase really temporary? (Stateline)
 
Jindal said Obama's corporate tax plan is not fair (WWLTV)
 
Gov pushes again for income tax cuts (CJ Online)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Obama: 'No quick fixes' on gas prices (Politico)
 
Making Energy 'Transparent' Without Killing The Industry (Investors.com)
 
BP Said to Consider $14 Billion Spill Settlement (Bloomberg)
 
A Second N.Y. Ruling Upholds Local Authority Over Gas Drilling (NY Times)
 
 
Healthcare
Report: Obamacare's High-Risk Pool Spending Doubles Government Estimates (Forbes)
 
Many States Take a Wait-and-See Approach on New Insurance Exchanges (NY Times)
 
Poll: Sharp split on health care repeal (Politico)
 
Governors expect no action from White House on states' Medicaid plea (Human Events)
 
Medicaid Cuts Rile Doctors (WSJ)
 
Romney Offers Medicare Plan (WSJ)
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Defense
Governors protest cuts to Air Guard (Stateline)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
To Pay New York Pension Fund, Cities Borrow From It First (NY Times)
 
 
Education
Georgia creating new college funding formula (AJC)
 
Obama urges governors to boost education funding (Boston.com)
 
 
Energy and Environment
How to Frack Responsibly (NY Times)
 
Did government create the shale gas boom? (AEI)
 
Obama policies threaten America's energy boom (Politico)
 
High Gas Prices: Obama's Half-Truths vs. Reality (Heritage Foundation)
 
Why Gasoline Prices Are So Different Around the US (CNBC)
 
TransCanada to push ahead with part of Keystone pipeline (Washington Post)
 
Keystone XL start welcomed by Obama (Politico)
 
 
Economic Development and Infrastructure
Long-term transportation bill faces detours (Politico)
 
 
Corrections
Sweeping criminal justice changes proposed in Georgia (AJC)
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Healthcare
AMA pushes IPAB repeal ahead of House panel’s vote (The Hill)
 
NJ Poised to Vote on Health Insurance Exchange (NJ Spotlight)
 
More Americans seek dental treatment at the ER; costs can be 10 times more than checkups
(Washington Post)
 
Insurers Open Stores To Peddle Health Plans (KHN)
 
Brown gets no promise of federal help for Medi-Cal (LA Times)
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Budget and Tax
Dems block Va. budget, call for power-sharing deal (VA Pilot)
 
Stockton tests new municipal bankruptcy law in California (Stateline)
 
 
Immigration
New round of immigration battles set in the South (LA Times)
 
 
Education
McDonnell right on teacher term contracts (Washington Times)
 
Bobby Jindal Takes Up Education Reform and Takes On Teachers Unions (Weekly Standard)
 
Haslam Talks Tennessee Education (Fox Memphis)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Gov. Kasich will propose comprehensive overhaul of Ohio's energy policies (Cleveland.com)
 
Dalrymple urges Obama to approve Keystone pipeline (Dickinson Press)
 
Bill Clinton on Keystone XL pipeline: 'Embrace' it (Politico)
 
Obama’s double game on fossil fuels (UT San Diego)
 
Renewable energy mandates take a slice of the ‘pie’ in small town Colorado (The Daily Beast)
 
Bingaman floats long-awaited 'clean energy standard' (The Hill)
 
Report: Stimulus-backed solar company lays off 70 percent of workforce (Hot Air)
 
President Obama's Jimmy Carter trap (Politico)
 
Va. AG Cuccinelli: 'Rogue' EPA Must Be Corralled (NewsMax)
 
 
Economic Development and Infrastructure
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Michigan bridge project hits political snags (Stateline)
 
Nebraska governor to visit China in trade mission (Seattle Times)
 
Nevada governor postpones trade mission to Israel (Las Vegas Sun)
 
Atlanta’s Unemployment Rate Declines For Six Months Straight (CBS Atlanta)
 
Highway bill causes more GOP road rage (Politico)
 
 
Healthcare
GOP governors stall health insurance exchange plans (Stateline)
 
Helping Consumers Choose Health Plans In Exchanges: Best Practice Recommendations (Health Affairs)
 
House subcommittee votes to repeal healthcare reform law's 'death panel' (The Hill)
 
Ryan's Medicare Revolution (WSJ)
 
Two Centuries of Religious Freedom Rolled Back (Heritage)
 
Trampling on Our Freedom (Galen Institute)
 
Schools Navigate State Birth-Control Patchwork (WSJ)
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Gov. Scott Walker Op-Ed
Walker: Our reforms are working for the state (Journal Sentinel)
 
 
Recommended Reads
State of renewal: The federal government could learn some lessons from the states (Economist)
 
Oklahoma governor touts victories from 2012 legislative session (News OK)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Louisiana lawmakers wrap up work on $25.6B budget (Washington Examiner)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Shale of the century: The “golden age of gas” could be cleaner than greens think (The Economist)
 
How to Make Renewable Energy Competitive (NY Times)
 
Wind Power’s CO2-Cutting Impact Disputed (Energy Collective)
 
State seeks public comment on Exxon's Point Thomson plan (Anchorage Daily News)
 
GOP split leaves $1.5 billion uncut in Energy and Water spending bill (The Hill)
 
GOP senators question 'same old, same old' policies at EPA after court ruling (The Hill)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure  
Indiana Governor Slams Senate Highway Bill (Journal of Commerce)
 
 
Education
Alabama education leaders looking at implementation of school grading system, incentive program (The
Huntsville Times)
 
Voucher supporters tout Indiana program's 1st year (Courier-Journal)
 
Kansas Governor signs into law bill aimed at remedial courses (Lawrence-Journal)
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Pa. considers waiver from student federal guideline law (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
Public universities pushing ‘super-seniors’ to the graduation stage (Washington Post)
 
 
Health Care
Wyo. lawmakers examine state's Medicaid budget as they try to curb the growth of program (AP)
 
Medicaid Fraud Busters Learn From Experience (Stateline)
 
The Economic Impact of the Medical Device Excise Tax (AAF)
 
The Supreme Court On The Affordable Care Act: What We Are Waiting For (Health Affairs)
 
Implementing Health Reform: Essential Health Benefits And Plan Accreditation (Health Affairs)
 
California health insurance exchange awards operational contract (LA Times)
 
GOP plans to call attention to healthcare law with tax repeal votes next week (The Hill)
 
 
National Security
Governors Vow Vigilance on Air National Guard Funding (Stateline)
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Recommended Read
Governors agree: Washington broken (Politico)
 
 
Budget and Tax
New Welfare Rules Rile GOP (WSJ)
 
GOP Governors Attack Obama on Welfare Law Waivers (National Journal)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Report: State Fracking Oversight Laws Need Overhaul (Stateline)
 
Free from Foreign Oil at Last? Not So Fast (Fiscal Times)
 
The Supply Side Of Oil (Forex Pros)
 
Economic Recovery is as Easy as Embracing Our Energy Resources (Real Clear Energy)
 
 
Public Safety
Branstad moves to prevent the release of dangerous murderers in light of recent U.S. Supreme Court
decision (Office of Gov. Branstad)
 
 
Healthcare
South Carolina’s Health and Human Services Director on why his state might sit out the Medicaid
expansion (Washington Post)
 
Health Care Ruling, Elections Dominate Governors’ Meeting (Stateline)
 
GOP governors name their price on health care law expansion (Politico)
 
Nation's governors focus on ways to trim health care costs (USA Today)
 
Govs: States need Medicaid flexibility (UPI)
 
Medicaid Expansion Divides Governors At Virginia Meeting (Bloomberg)
 
At annual meeting, U.S. governors come out swinging over Medicaid (Reuters)
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Governors meeting focused on Medicaid debate (Washington Post)
 
Eyes On Election, Governors Hedge On Health Care (NPR)
 
Otter Takes Action on ACA Court Decision (Times-News)
 
Why States Have a Huge Fiscal Incentive to Opt Out of Obamacare's Medicaid Expansion (Forbes)
 
Michigan health care expansion meets GOP resistance (AP)
 
Sandoval takes moderate approach to health care law (Las Vegas Sun)
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/kickoff-of-annual-governors-meeting-sets-stage-for-rancorous-medicaid-debate/2012/07/13/gJQAITSCiW_story.html
http://www.npr.org/2012/07/15/156794925/whats-a-governor-to-do-with-the-health-care-law
http://magicvalley.com/news/local/otter-takes-action-on-aca-court-decision/article_6a3d624b-20a9-5c57-9640-d1e833a7706b.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/07/13/why-states-have-a-huge-fiscal-incentive-to-opt-out-of-obamacares-medicaid-expansion/
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20120716/POLITICS02/207160338/1022/politics/Michigan-health-care-expansion-meets-GOP-resistance
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2012/jul/14/sandoval-takes-moderate-approach-health-care-law/


From: RGPPC
To: RGPPC
Subject: RGPPC Policy & Press
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:35:52 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
                                                                                                                              Policy & Press | July 18, 2012
 
 
Recommended Read
Republican Governors Lead the Way (Town Hall)
 
 
Budget & Tax
Report: State Budget Crisis Task Force (State Budget Task Force)
 
Without Major Overhauls, State Budget Crises Will Linger (Stateline)
 
Gloomy Forecast for States, Even if Economy Rebounds (NY Times)
 
Report Details Threats to States' Fiscal Health (WSJ)
 
States need to act on long-term budget crises: report (The Hill)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Benefits of North Dakota’s oil boom highlight House field hearing (Inforum)
 
Obama Pledges More Taxpayer Dollars for Green Energy (The New American)
 
Shale gas is giving a big boost to America’s economy (The Economist)
 
Energy Revolution 2: A Post Post-American Post (The Economist)
 
 
Economic Development and Jobs
President Obama's jobs panel missing in action (Politico)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Pension reforms put state in stronger position (The State)
 
 
Education
Campus Mergers Bring Big Changes but Questionable Savings (Stateline)
 
Better Schools, Fewer Dollars (WSJ)
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The End of Teachers Unions (Hoover Institution)
 
Poverty not all to blame for lousy school outcomes (USA Today)
 
 
Healthcare
Parnell says no to state-run health insurance exchange (AP)
 
Gov. Perry Op-Ed: Tort reform has had just the impact we desired (Statesman)
 
Rational healthcare, not rationing (LA Times)
 
The state of Medicaid (in charts!) (Washington Post)
 
House GOP unveils death by 1,000 cuts (Politico)
 
States saying no to 'Obamacare' could see downside (AP)
 
Obama: Health care mandate is a 'principle' (Politico)
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2012 Presidential Polls
Economic Fears Hurting Obama, Poll Indicates (NY Times)
 
Most say Obama policies contributed to downturn (CBS News)
 
Poll: Obama, Romney Tied in Make-or-Break Virginia (National Journal)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Governors' Worst Nightmare: Obama Proposed Shifting Costs of Obamacare's Medicaid Expansion to
the States (Forbes)
 
State budgets in crisis: The role of healthcare spending (Healthcare Finance News)
 
State budget crisis seen lasting (Market Watch)
 
State Budget Crisis: Alice Rivlin Stresses Need For Intergovernmental Relations (Huffington Post)
 
 
Energy & Environment
In North Dakota, the gritty side of an oil boom (Washington Post)
 
Our pro-coal president (Post-Gazette)
 
Southern Co CEO says nuclear loan guarantee less enticing (Reuters)
 
Navy shows off ‘great green fleet’ (San Diego)
 
IER Hits Navy on Biofuel Spending (IER Letter)
 
Solyndra and the Perils of Green Industrial Policy (Manhattan Institute)
 
The Paradox of Energy Efficiency (Reason)
 
Why The World Is Coming For America's Oil (Forbes)
 
Green Jobs vs the Environment (Forbes)
 
 
Economic Development and Jobs

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
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http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/19/us/politics/poll-shows-economic-fears-undercutting-obama-support.html?hpw
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-503544_162-57475185-503544/most-say-obama-policies-contributed-to-downturn/
http://nationaljournal.com/2012-presidential-campaign/poll-obama-romney-tied-in-make-or-break-virginia-20120719
http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/07/19/governors-worst-nightmare-obama-proposed-shifting-costs-of-obamacares-medicaid-expansion-to-the-states/
http://www.healthcarefinancenews.com/blog/state-budgets-crisis-role-healthcare-spending
http://articles.marketwatch.com/2012-07-17/economy/32709190_1_tax-revenue-medicaid-costs-medicaid-spending
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/07/18/state-budget-crisis-intergovermental-relations_n_1684247.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/in-north-dakota-the-gritty-side-of-an-oil-boom/2012/07/18/gJQAZk5ZuW_story.html
http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/opinion/perspectives/our-pro-coal-president-645289/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/07/19/us-utilities-southern-idUSBRE86I04420120719
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/jul/18/navy-shows-off-great-green-fleet/
http://www.instituteforenergyresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Pyle-Letter-to-Secretary-Ray-Mabus-718122.pdf
http://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/ir_19.htm
http://reason.com/archives/2012/07/17/the-paradox-of-energy-efficiency
http://www.forbes.com/sites/christopherhelman/2012/07/18/why-the-world-is-now-coming-to-america-for-oil/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/modeledbehavior/2012/07/18/green-jobs-vs-the-environment/



Governor optimistic on trade between Kansas, Europe (AP)
 
Bloated government shrinks the economy (Las Vegas Review-Journal)
 
Jobs Council Is Sidelined as President Courts Voters (WSJ)
 
 
Defense
Bob McDonnell to Congress: ‘You’ve got to fix this sequestration problem’ (Washington Post)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Obama Ends Welfare Reform as We Know It, Calls for $12.7 Trillion in New Welfare Spending
(Heritage)
 
 
Education
U.S. recession's other victim: public universities (Reuters)
 
Arizona to get waiver for No Child Left Behind (The Arizona Republic)
 
Miss. granted NCLB waiver (AP)
 
Poll: Va. voters approve of McDonnell's handling of UVA flap (Politico)
 
 
Healthcare
Health-care reform: Subcommittee follows up on plan to defund (Politico)
 
Maine Debate Hints at Rift on Medicaid After Ruling (NY Times)
 
CRS Says Governors Can’t Kick People Off Medicaid (National Journal)
 
Hatch, Upton Seek Details On Proposed Medicaid 'Blended Match' Rate (Inside Health Policy)
 
Physician employment could hit 75%, eclipsing private practice (Fierce Health)
 
Tax Credits In Federally Facilitated Exchanges Are Consistent With The Affordable Care Act’s Language
And History (Health Affairs)
 
Arkansas says Medicaid expansion saves $372 million. Let’s break down those numbers (Washington
Post)
 
Kentucky governor creates health insurance exchange, advisory board (NY Times)

http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2012/jul/18/gov-optimistic-trade-between-kansas-europe/?kansas_legislature
http://www.lvrj.com/opinion/bloated-government-shrinks-the-economy-163002746.html
http://stream.wsj.com/story/economy-stream/SS-2-17745/SS-2-34426/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/2chambers/post/bob-mcdonnell-to-congress-youve-got-to-fix-this-sequestration-problem/2012/07/18/gJQAlHzeuW_blog.html
http://www.thenewamerican.com/tech/energy/item/12112-obama-pledges-more-taxpayer-dollars-for-green-energy
http://blog.heritage.org/2012/07/17/obama-ends-welfare-reform-as-we-know-it-calls-for-12-7-trillion-in-new-welfare-spending/
http://www.thenewamerican.com/tech/energy/item/12112-obama-pledges-more-taxpayer-dollars-for-green-energy
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/07/19/us-funding-state-idUSBRE86I04V20120719
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/2012/07/18/20120718arizona-get-waiver-no-child-left-behind.html#ixzz214gZdZ3x
http://www.hattiesburgamerican.com/article/20120719/NEWS01/207190334/Miss-granted-NCLB-waiver?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|FRONTPAGE
http://www.politico.com/blogs/burns-haberman/2012/07/poll-va-voters-approve-of-mcdonnells-handling-of-uva-129330.html
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0712/78673.html#ixzz214rUizWd
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/19/us/debate-in-maine-hints-at-medicaid-conflict-after-health-care-ruling.html?emc=tnt&tntemail0=y
http://www.nationaljournal.com/member/daily/crs-governors-can-t-change-medicaid-enrollment-yet-20120718?mrefid=site_search
http://insidehealthpolicy.com/index.php?option=com_user&view=login&return=aHR0cDovL2luc2lkZWhlYWx0aHBvbGljeS5jb20vMjAxMjA3MTkyNDA0OTY5L0hlYWx0aC1EYWlseS1OZXdzL0RhaWx5LU5ld3MvaGF0Y2gtdXB0b24tc2Vlay1kZXRhaWxzLW9uLXByb3Bvc2VkLW1lZGljYWlkLWJsZW5kZWQtbWF0Y2gtcmF0ZS9tZW51LWlkLTIxMi5odG1s
http://www.fiercepracticemanagement.com/story/survey-hospital-employment-eclipse-private-practice/2012-07-18
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/07/18/tax-credits-in-federally-facilitated-exchanges-are-consistent-with-the-affordable-care-acts-language-and-history/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=tax-credits-in-federally-facilitated-exchanges-are-consistent-with-the-affordable-care-acts-language-and-history
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/07/18/arkansas-says-medicaid-expansion-saves-372-million-lets-break-down-those-numbers/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/07/18/arkansas-says-medicaid-expansion-saves-372-million-lets-break-down-those-numbers/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/kentucky-governor-creates-health-insurance-exchange-advisory-board/2012/07/18/gJQAxEHdtW_story.html
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Recommended Read
RGA Statement on State Unemployment Data (RGA)
 
 
Energy & Environment
We're Headed To $8 Natural Gas (Forbes)
 
Experts: Some fracking critics use bad science (AP)
 
North Dakota Boom Shows Importance Of Free Markets (Investors)
 
Booming North Dakota City Shows Wisdom of Markets (RCP)
 
Cruise ship lines, Alaska officials question new air pollution limits (Washington Post)
 
Green Jobs Gone Bust (National Review)
 
 
Economic Development and Jobs
Governor Tom Corbett launches program to aid small businesses (Patriot News)
 
Idaho's unemployment rate falls to 7.7 percent (AP)
 
Obama Rings the Death Knell on Small Business (Fiscal TImes)
 
 
Defense
Fix Defense Sequestration—Without Tax Increases (Heritage)
 
 
Transportation & Infrastructure
Gov. Deal will end Ga. 400 tolls in 2013 (Atlanta Business Chronicle)
 
 
Immigration
Alabama Police Start Slowly in Enforcing Immigration Law (Stateline)
 
 
Education
Tough Times for Colleges—and College Towns (WSJ)

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
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http://www.rga.org/homepage/rga-statement-on-state-unemployment-data/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/richardfinger/2012/07/22/were-headed-to-8-00-natural-gas/
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GAS_DRILLING_SCIENCE_AND_FEAR?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://news.investors.com/article/618986/201207201747/north-dakota-oil-boom-contrasts-with-solar-energy-debacle.htm?p=full
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2012/07/23/booming_north_dakota_city_shows_wisdom_of_markets_114864.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/cruise-ship-lines-alaska-officials-question-new-air-pollution-limits/2012/07/22/gJQAc4Jy2W_story.html
http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/309936/green-jobs-gone-bust-deroy-murdock
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/07/governor_tom_corbett_launches.html
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/07/20/2196000/idahos-unemployment-rate-falls.html#storylink=cpy
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Columns/2012/07/19/Obama-Rings-the-Death-Knell-on-Small-Business.aspx#page1
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2012/07/fix-defense-sequestration-without-tax-increases
http://www.bizjournals.com/atlanta/news/2012/07/19/deal-will-end-ga-400-tolls-in-2013.html
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/alabama-police-start-slowly-in-enforcing-immigration-law-85899406606
http://www.thenewamerican.com/tech/energy/item/12112-obama-pledges-more-taxpayer-dollars-for-green-energy
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444330904577537452874310424.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5



 
Is Education on the Cusp of a Turnaround? (Huffington Post)
 
 
Healthcare
Gov. Bryant: I will resist expansion of Medicaid (Clarion Ledger)
 
DHS' Smith: Current federal law makes state exchanges impossible (WI Politics)
 
Data Book June 2012: Health Care Spending and the Medicare Program (MedPAC)
 
Governors' Worst Nightmare: Obama Proposed Shifting Costs of Obamacare's Medicaid Expansion to
the States (Forbes)
 
Alabama weighs costs, benefits of Medicaid expansion under Affordable Care Act (The Birmingham
News)
 
W.Va. not alone in weighing Medicaid options (AP)
 
Analysis: Beebe builds case for Medicaid expansion (AP)
 
Morning Bell: States Should Wait Before Accepting Obamacare (Heritage)
 
Medicaid expansion spurs debate in Florida (The Miami Herald)
 
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/richard-whitmire/is-education-on-the-cusp-_b_1693298.html
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2012207220308
http://www.wispolitics.com/index.Iml?Article=274924
http://medpac.gov/documents/Jun12DataBookEntireReport.pdf
http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/07/19/governors-worst-nightmare-obama-proposed-shifting-costs-of-obamacares-medicaid-expansion-to-the-states/
http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/07/alabama_weighs_costs_benefits.html
http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/07/alabama_weighs_costs_benefits.html
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/W-Va-not-alone-in-weighing-Medicaid-options-3726299.php
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Analysis-Beebe-builds-case-for-Medicaid-expansion-3725022.php
http://blog.heritage.org/2012/07/23/morning-bell-states-should-wait-before-accepting-obamacare/
http://www.miamiherald.com/2012/07/21/2906020/medicaid-expansion-spurs-debate.html
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Recommended Read
Gov. Scott Walker Op-Ed: From red to black, Wisconsin is back (Washington Times)
 
Gov. Bobby Jindal Op-Ed: Vote For A Change (National Review)
 
An Update to 2012 Governors' Races (Governing)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Framing the Decision on Higher Tax Rates (Economics21)
 
Gov. Haslam pushes Congress on online sales taxes (Nashville Business Journal)
 
States press Congress to make Internet merchants collect sales taxes for them (Washington Post)
 
 
Energy & Environment
VIDEO: Gov. Matt Mead Discusses Energy Independence (Fox Business)
 
Natural gas prices surge 70% (CNN)
 
Michigan governor declares emergency over fuel shortage (Reuters)
 
Manufacturers ‘alarmed’ about surging natural gas demand (FuelFix)
 
Will Extremists Stop Alaska's Future? (National Journal)
 
Power to the People (Business Week)
 
 
Economic Development and Jobs
Multi-Industry Letter Regarding H.R. 4078, the "Red Tape Reduction and Small Business Jobs Creation
Act" (U.S. Chamber)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Court Exempts Judges From New Jersey’s Curbs on Benefits (NY Times)
 

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
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http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jul/24/from-red-to-black-wisconsin-is-back/
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/312223/vote-change-gov-bobby-jindal
http://www.governing.com/blogs/politics/gov-update-2012-governors-races.html
http://economics21.org/commentary/framing-decision-higher-tax-rates
http://www.bizjournals.com/nashville/news/2012/07/24/haslam-pushes-congress-on-online-sales.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/states-press-congress-to-make-internet-merchants-collect-sales-taxes-for-them/2012/07/24/gJQA7Qel7W_story.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=al0FHn4uWB0
http://money.cnn.com/2012/07/24/investing/natural-gas-prices/index.htm?iid=HP_LN
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/07/25/usa-michigan-emergency-idUSL2E8IOGPH20120725
http://fuelfix.com/blog/2012/07/24/manufacturers-alarmed-about-surging-natural-gas-demand/
http://energy.nationaljournal.com/2012/07/is-arctic-oil-drilling-ready-f.php#2231255
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2012-07-20/power-to-the-people
http://www.uschamber.com/issues/letters/2012/multi-industry-letter-regarding-hr-4078-red-tape-reduction-and-small-business-jo
http://www.thenewamerican.com/tech/energy/item/12112-obama-pledges-more-taxpayer-dollars-for-green-energy
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/25/nyregion/nj-court-says-judges-exempt-from-increased-benefit-contributions.html?ref=nyregion



 
Congressional Budget Office Reports on ACA
Estimates for the Insurance Coverage Provisions of the Affordable Care Act Updated for the Recent
Supreme Court Decision (CBO)
 
Letter to the Honorable John Boehner providing an estimate for H.R. 6079, the Repeal of Obamacare Act
(CBO)
 
Obama Administration: CBO Confirms: The Health Care Law Reduces the Deficit (White House)
 
Op-Ed by Doug Holtz-Eakin: News from the CBO Report: Medicaid Uncertainty Remains, Medicare Cuts
Grow (National Review)
 
The New ACA Score And The Perils Of Letting Cost Estimates Drive Policymaking (Health Affairs)
 
CBO: Court ruling cuts cost of health-care law, but leaves 3 million more uninsured (Washington Post)
 
Report Gauges Court's Effect on Health Law (WSJ)
 
Health care law now cheaper, won’t cover as many people (Politico)
 
Court’s Ruling May Blunt Reach of the Health Law (NY Times)
 
CBO: Supreme Court Decision Lowers Obamacare Costs (Fiscal Times)
 
 
Healthcare
Okla. governor waiting until election before deciding on state's response to health reform act (AP)
 
Chart: State Progress on Essential Health Benefits (StateReforum)
 
13 States Cut Medicaid To Balance Budgets (KHN)
 
Could ObamaCare Make The Uninsured Problem Worse? (Investors)
 
House GOP questions legal grounds for changes to welfare work requirements (Fox News)
 
Undermining true welfare reform (Fremont Tribune)

http://www.cbo.gov/publication/43472
http://www.cbo.gov/publication/43471
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/07/24/cbo-confirms-health-care-law-reduces-deficit
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/311462/news-cbo-report-medicaid-uncertainty-remains-medicare-cuts-grow-douglas-holtz-eakin
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/07/24/the-new-aca-score-and-the-perils-of-letting-cost-estimates-drive-policymaking/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=the-new-aca-score-and-the-perils-of-letting-cost-estimates-drive-policymaking
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/cbo-court-ruling-cuts-cost-of-health-care-law-but-leaves-3-million-more-uninsured/2012/07/24/gJQAoak56W_story.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443295404577547421937122652.html?mod=rss_Health
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0712/78909.html#ixzz21dxucmog
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/25/health/policy/3-million-more-may-lack-insurance-due-to-ruling-study-says.html?_r=1&partner=rss&emc=rss
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Articles/2012/07/24/CBO-Supreme-Court-Decision-Lowers-Obamacare-Costs.aspx#page1
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/8746384615194194948976e554f47261/OK--Fallin-State-of-the-State
http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-benefits
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2012/July/25/medicaid-cuts.aspx?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+khn+%28All+Kaiser+Health+News%29
http://news.investors.com/article/619306/201207250802/obamacare-could-add-to-uninsured.htm
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/07/23/house-gop-questions-legal-grounds-for-changes-to-welfare-work-requirements/#ixzz21e78XplZ
http://fremonttribune.com/news/opinion/columnists/undermining-true-welfare-reform/article_8d67b8be-d599-11e1-b9bc-0019bb2963f4.html
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Recommended Read
Gov. Scott Op-Ed: Medicaid Expansion Would Strain State Budgets (US News)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Governor presses for income tax cut (Bergen Record)
 
Sweeping Online Sales Tax Fast Approaching (Forbes)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Hess increases drilling in Bakken shale (Reuters)
 
Senate GOP plans new energy push to approve Keystone XL, expand drilling (The Hill)
 
House votes to replace Obama administration's offshore drilling plan (The Hill)
 
America Should Establish An Energy Market Of Its Very Own (Investors)
 
EPA exonerates fracking in Pennsylvania (AEI)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Weather Extremes Leave Parts of U.S. Grid Buckling (NY Times)
 
 
Education
Maine governor outlines school improvement plan (AP)
 
LePage says Maine students looked down upon, unveils new education initiatives (BDN)
 
Walker to give education reform speech at Harvard (MJS)
 
Obama’s Ethics Lesson: Don’t Pay Your College Loan (The Fiscal Times)
 
 
Healthcare
Employers shifting toward high-deductible healthcare plans (The Hill)

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
http://www.usnews.com/debate-club/is-medicaid-expansion-good-for-the-states/medicaid-expansion-would-strain-state-budgets
http://www.northjersey.com/news/163815566_Governor_presses_for_income_tax_cut.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/robertwood/2012/07/26/sweeping-online-sales-tax-fast-approaching/
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/07/25/shale-bakken-hess-idINL2E8IPBSJ20120725
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/239807-senate-republicans-plan-new-energy-push
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/240031-house-votes-to-replace-obama-offshore-drilling-plan
http://news.investors.com/article/619715/201207251831/monroe-doctrine-needed-for-energy.htm
http://www.aei-ideas.org/2012/07/epa-exonerates-fracking-in-pennsylvania/
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/26/us/rise-in-weather-extremes-threatens-infrastructure.html?_r=3&partner=rss&emc=rss
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/07/25/4660491/maine-governor-outlines-school.html
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/07/25/politics/lepage-blasts-education-system-unveils-new-initiatives/
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/news/163778876.html#!page=2&pageSize=10&sort=newestfirst
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Columns/2012/07/25/Obamas-Ethics-Lesson-Dont-Pay-Your-College-Loan.aspx#eBp7952t2sRoGb9Q.99
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-insurance/240089-employers-shifting-toward-high-deductible-healthcare-plans



 
Plenty of alternatives to government health care (USA Today)
 
Back To The Future For ACA Cost And Policy Analyses (Health Affairs)
 
State Health Insurance Exchange Laws: The First Generation (Commonwealth Fund)
 
Obama and Insurers Join to Cut Health Care Fraud (NY Times)
 
Value-Based Purchasing — National Programs to Move from Volume to Value (NEJM)
 
How much did SCOTUS settle? (Urban Institute)
 
How Will the Medicaid Expansion for Adults Impact Eligibility and Coverage? (KFF)

http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/forum/story/2012-07-19/ObamaCare-Tom-Price-Phil-Roe/56491226/1?csp=34news&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+News-Opinion+%28News+-+Opinion%29
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/07/25/back-to-the-future-for-aca-cost-and-policy-analyses/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=back-to-the-future-for-aca-cost-and-policy-analyses
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/Publications/Issue-Briefs/2012/Jul/State-Health-Insurance-Exchange-Laws.aspx?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TheCommonwealthFund+%28The+Commonwealth+Fund%29
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/26/us/politics/obama-and-insurers-join-to-cut-health-care-fraud.html?partner=rss&emc=rss
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1204939
http://www.urban.org/url.cfm?id=901516&RSSFeed=UI_Health/Healthcare.xml
http://www.kff.org/medicaid/8338.cfm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+kff%2Fkcmureports+%28Medicaid+and+the+Uninsured+Reports+produced+by+the+Kaiser+Commission+on+Medicaid+and+the+Uninsured%29
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Budget and Tax
Senate Democrat Warns of Cuts’ Impact (WSJ)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Utility-backed study: Michigan energy mandate would cost $10B (Detroit News)
 
Gov. Christie vetoes bills regulating Port Authority, carbon emissions (NJ.com)
 
When it comes to renewable energy potential, it’s Texas by a mile (Denver Post)
 
Energy Department Grants Made Despite Conflicts, Report Says (Bloomberg)
 
No plans to dump Wyoming's wind energy tax (Star-Tribune)
 
Court Backs Towns in Gas-Law Fight (WSJ)
 
The unsung masters of the oil industry (The Economist)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
U.S. economic growth slows to 1.5% (Politico)
 
 
Education
State backs Northern Virginia's first charter school (AP)
 
President Obama's college math doesn't add up (Politico)
 
States With Education Waivers Offer Varied Goals (NY Times)
 
Head Start Fears Impact of Potential Budget Cuts (NY Times)
 
 
Corrections
States Reconsider Juvenile Life Sentences (Stateline)
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Healthcare
Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare Earns National Award for Efforts to Eliminate Waste, Fraud
and Abuse (PR Newswire)
 
Newsmakers: Department of Health Services Secretary Dennis Smith on Affordable Care Act (Wiseye)
 
Health-care fight far from over for NFIB (Washington Post)
 
Cutting U.S. health-care costs doesn’t have to be harmful (Washington Post)
 
Hospitals Fear Cuts in Aid for Care to Illegal Immigrants (NY Times)
 
White House tailors minority health care pitch (Politico)
 
Texans to get millions in health insurance rebates (Statesman)
 
Health Insurance Exchanges: Improving Health Care Access And Quality (Health Affairs)
 
Health IT still defining HIE consumer engagement (Fierce Health IT)
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Budget and Tax
Gov. Brownback Op-ed: "Why Kansas Had to Cut Taxes" (Office of Gov. Brownback)
 
Haslam: Fed Gov’t ‘Enabling’ Evasion of Taxes Due to State (TN Report)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Pennsylvania Governor Says State Appealing Fracking Order (Bloomberg)
 
Corbett Administration Files Act 13 Appeal With State Supreme Court (StateImpact)
 
AZ officials trying to kill federal plan to clean air (East Valley Tribune)
 
Wyoming to open books on hundreds of oil, gas wells (AP)
 
Sinking natural gas prices sending drillers to Ohio (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
The Conversion of a Climate-Change Skeptic (NY Times)
 
Müller lite: Why Every Scientist Needs a Classical Training (JoNova)
 
Drillers in Utah Have a Friend in a U.S. Land Agency (NY Times)
 
US approves portion of Keystone pipeline (The Hill)
 
China Buys Canadian Energy: Lessons for the U.S. (Heritage)
 
Shell sees US energy independence; profits drop (AP)
 
Pepco's Power Grid: The End of Business As Usual (Forbes)
 
 
Defense
McDonnell targets defense spending, but opposes automatic cuts (Washington Times)
 
 
Education
Gov. Phil Bryant touting new attempt to pay teachers based on student performance (AP)
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Sending more money to classroom part of Ohio Gov. John Kasich's plan to revamp school funding (The
Plain Dealer)
 
'Whatever Means Necessary': Unions stand in the schoolhouse door against minorities in Louisiana
(WSJ)
 
 
Economic Development and Jobs
Gov. Fallin: Obama Economics Will Cost Jobs, Revenue (NewsMax)
 
OMB report says recession will cost decade of high unemployment rates (Politico)
 
Are States’ Unemployment Insurance Loans Dragging Down Economies? (Stateline)
 
 
Healthcare
Tennessee Cuts Medicaid Benefit Funding For Some Long-Term Care Patients (KHN)
 
Ohio's Medicaid system to become a free-standing state agency, part of governor's cabinet (The Plain
Dealer)
 
Health insurance mandate faces huge resistance in Oklahoma (Washington Post)
 
Medicaid After the Supreme Court Decision (NY Times)
 
Doctor Shortage Likely to Worsen With Health Law (NY Times)
 
The Entitled Generation (NY Times)
 
Universal coverage is not universal access (NY Times)
 
The Supreme Court's Obamacare Calamity Calls For New, Truthful Leadership (Forbes)
 
What Are the Odds Your Employer Will Drop Health Coverage? (Heritage)
 
Program Integrity in Medicaid: A Primer (KFF)
 
CBO: Obamacare Will Spend More, Tax More, and Reduce the Deficit Less Than We Previously Thought
(Forbes)
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Recommended Read
In governor races, July month of underdog (Politico)
 
 
Budget and Tax
House votes to extend Bush tax cuts (Politico)
 
Georgia sales tax rate among lowest in nation (Atlanta Business Chronicle)
 
Kasich aims for sales-tax ‘reform’ to pay for income-tax cut (Columbus Dispatch)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Gov. Rick Snyder OKs $38M for recreation, conservation projects (MLive)
 
House panel OKs No More Solyndras bill (Politico)
 
Gas drilling research suffers from lack of funding (AP)
 
Half of US counties now considered disaster areas (AP)
 
 
Education
Branstad prioritizes teacher preparation (Quad-City Times)
 
Gov. Christie touts tenure reform, charter schools on first day of Colorado trip (Star-Ledger)
 
Dalrymple offers plan to help schools in high-growth areas (Inforum)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Report: Gov. Deal not interested in another transportation referendum (Atlanta Business Chronicle)
 
 
Defense
Governors Implore Obama to Act on Sequester (WSJ)
 
 
Healthcare
Maine asks Medicaid benefit cuts preserved (AP)
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Maine Seeks to Make Medicaid Cuts (WSJ)
 
Nebraska study finds sharp rise in uninsured (AP)
 
‘Obamacare’ burdens poor, middle class with tax (Politico)
 
Obamacare Robs Medicare of $716 Billion to Fund Itself (Heritage)
 
Remember Managed Care? It's Quietly Coming Back (WSJ)
 
Health Care Reform Will Remake Health Insurance Market For Young Adults (Huffington Post)
 
A Systemic Approach to Containing Health Care Spending (NEJM)

Bending the Cost Curve through Market-Based Incentives (New England Journal of Medicine)
 
Small Firms See Pain in Health Law (WSJ)
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BLS Jobs Report
Employment Situation Summary (BLS)
 
Employment Situation Summary Table A. Household data, seasonally adjusted (BLS)
 
Pace of Hiring Rose in July, but Jobless Rate Ticked Up (NY Times)
 
Why Did Unemployment Rate Increase? (WSJ)
 
 
Budget and Tax
VA Sales tax holiday kicks off today (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Environmental Officials Examine Clean Air Act from State Perspective (InfoZine)
 
Branstad backs ethanol industry on subsidy debate (Quad-City Times)
 
Groups push new rule for cleaner energy (The New Mexican)
 
TN works on fracking rules, but environmentalists say they don't go far enough (The Tennessean)
 
In Hydropower, Small Can Be Beautiful (AOL Energy)
 
Mine Succumbs To Obama's War On Coal, Ohio (Investors)
 
 
Education
Dalrymple offers plan to help schools in high-growth areas (Inforum)
 
Education fund revenue on pace to meet expenses (Birmingham News)
 
Alabama seeks waiver on No Child Left Behind (Montgomery Advertiser)
 
Gov. Phil Bryant outlines 'Mississippi Path Forward (Clarion Ledger)
 
South Carolina’s students on the rise (The State)
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Defense
The Obama Jobs Sequester (WSJ)
 
Scott joins chorus of GOP governors demanding gridlocked Congress avert defense cuts (Palm Beach
Post)
 
 
Pensions
Pension systems split on increasing powers (The Columbus Dispatch)
 
 
Healthcare
January is target for Brewer decision on Medicaid (AP)
 
Health Care Exchange Prompts Guarded Optimism from Business Owners (Times-News)
 
Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels seeks candidate input on health exchange (AP)
 
Editorial: Health exchange questions linger (Star Tribune)
 
Privatizing disability centers will save $6.9 million, officials say (The Times-Picayune)
 
Obamacare Remains a Budgetary and Policy Disaster (Heritage)
 
Medicaid health-care providers still paid by U.S. despite tax debts (Washington Post)
 
IRS defends against GOP charges of 'illegal' healthcare tax credits (The Hill)
 
Violating the DNA of Our Culture (National Review)
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Budget and Tax
Arizona budget contains surplus of more than $800 mil (The Republic)
 
Mica math: Amtrak's $16 burger vs. McDonald's $1 burger (Politico)
 
A Likely Reprieve for Food Stamp Program (Stateline)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Marcellus will be the nation's No. 1 producer (AP)
 
Federal review of proposed $3B power line delayed (AP)
 
North Dakota oil tax revenue almost doubles expectations (Inforum)
 
Smart Water Meters Take Root in Texas Cities (Texas Tribune)
 
Coal Comfort: The EPA hates the carbon-heavy fuel, but it’s here to stay (City Journal)
 
Kelly McParland: Pipeline time bombs are ticking down to next election (National Post)
 
California State Parks and “Unbuilding” the Golden State (Hoover Institution)
 
Court refuses to order Congress to spend last $10 million on Yucca Mountain (LV Sun)
 
Alaska pushes back on federal involvement in mine (AP)
 
 
Education
Branstad gears up for education reform (Sioux City Journal)
 
Christie Said to Sign Tenure Bill Monday (WSJ)
 
Plan to equalize SC’s K-12 spending in development (The State)
 
NM commission plans hearings on proposals for 14 new charter schools (AP)
 
Utah withdraws from Common Core consortium (Deseret News)
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http://www.thestate.com/2012/08/05/2384333/plan-to-equalize-states-k-12-spending.html#.UB_JJ2HY9XZ
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/cc53a173b1d847d2b41857d751b4cffc/NM--Charter-Schools
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865560088/Utah-withdraws-from-Common-Core-consortium.html



Idaho schools still waiting on education waiver (AP)
 
Fund to help PA students get into better schools (Post-Gazette)
 
To Increase Learning Time, Some Schools Add Days to Academic Year (NY Times)
 
Montana superintendent releases Adequate Yearly Progress report (AP)
 
 
Corrections
From Prison to a Paycheck (WSJ)
 
 
Pensions
U.S. Public Pensions Earn 1.15% For Worst Showing Since 2009 (Bloomberg)
 
 
Healthcare
Op-Ed by Gov. McDonnell: Fix health care once by fixing it right, Virginia is leading reform innovation
(Washington Times)
 
Obamacare: The road to repeal starts in the states (Times-Dispatch)
 
Safety Net Hospitals Imperiled by High Court Ruling (Stateline)
 
Reform Driving Physicians Out of Private Practice to Reduce Costs (Physicians Practice)
 
Economists Claim Medicaid's Health Outcomes are Great. Or Do They? (Forbes)
 
The Illegal IRS Rule To Expand Tax Credits Under The PPACA: A Response To Timothy Jost (Health
Affairs)
 
Otter's Medicaid expansion group to meet Monday (AP)
 
The IRS Employer Mandate Loophole (Forbes)
 
BIG MED (New Yorker)
 

http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/08/05/2218139/idaho-schools-still-waiting-on.html#storylink=cpy
http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/local/state/fund-to-help-students-get-into-better-schools-647666/#ixzz22m0pEp7q
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/06/education/some-schools-adopting-longer-years-to-improve-learning.html?_r=1&ref=us
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/c939ac2aac594d89a0ccff85ab41eacf/MT--School-Progress
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443866404577565170182319412.html?KEYWORDS=From+prison+to+a++paycheck
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-08-06/u-s-public-pensions-earn-1-15-for-worst-showing-since-2009.html
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/aug/3/fix-health-care-once-by-fixing-it-right/
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/commentary/2012/aug/05/tdcomm01-obamacare-the-road-to-repeal-starts-in-th-ar-2107523/
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/safety-net-hospitals-imperiled-by-high-court-ruling-85899409439
http://www.physicianspractice.com/blog/content/article/1462168/2093730
http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/08/01/economists-claim-medicaids-health-outcomes-are-great-or-do-they/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/08/01/the-illegal-irs-rule-to-expand-tax-credits-under-the-ppaca-a-response-to-timothy-jost/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/08/01/the-illegal-irs-rule-to-expand-tax-credits-under-the-ppaca-a-response-to-timothy-jost/
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/08/03/2214817/otters-medicaid-expansion-group.html#storylink=cpy
http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/08/06/the-irs-employer-mandate-loophole/
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2012/08/13/120813fa_fact_gawande
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TANF
Mitt hits Obama on welfare reform (Politico)
 
Romney launches new attack on Obama over welfare (Washington Post)
 
New Welfare Reform Directive Creates Unlikely Political Issue for Obama (Time)
 
Editorial: Obama's power grab flouts Constitution (Detroit News)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Branstad defends renewable energy (Quad-City Times)
 
Two Nevada solar projects put on federal fast track (LV Review)
 
Wyoming wind farm among projects prioritized by Obama (Star-Tribune)
 
Wyoming Gov. Mead: Wildfire fighting cost hits $70M so far this year (Star-Tribune)
 
Wyoming legislators oppose EPA pollution plan (Star-Tribune)
 
US to offer $2B in renewable energy loans to South Africa, boon for electricity-hungry nation
(Washington Post)
 
Twitter Rumor Sparked Oil-Price Spike (WSJ)
 
Study Shows Fracking Disposal Wells Are Causing Earthquakes in Dallas-Fort Worth (StateImpact)
 
Fracking’s Link to Smog Worries Some Texas Cities (StateImpact)
 
 
Education
PA Businesses get OK to offer scholarships (Post-Gazette)
 
Wyoming Department of Education scraps 11th-grade PAWS (Star-Tribune)
 
Gov. Christie hails signing of tenure reform bill as 'a great day for good teachers' (NJ.com)
 
NJ governor signs major teacher-tenure overhaul (CBS)

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
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http://qctimes.com/news/state-and-regional/iowa/branstad-defends-renewable-energy/article_03d4421a-e03a-11e1-9cec-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.lvrj.com/news/two-nevada-solar-projects-put-on-federal-fast-track-165209066.html
http://trib.com/business/energy/wyoming-wind-farm-among-projects-prioritized-by-obama/article_52cb98b5-2a99-52b3-aab5-fed1d423b64e.html
http://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/wyoming-gov-mead-wildfire-fighting-cost-hits-m-so-far/article_d991ecfe-c35e-5f82-8413-175f8b10adff.html
http://trib.com/business/energy/wyoming-legislators-oppose-epa-pollution-plan/article_6ca14ec5-3546-5924-b0eb-ec38001af69c.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/us-to-offer-2b-in-renewable-energy-loans-to-south-africa/2012/08/06/4edf1766-dfd2-11e1-8d48-2b1243f34c85_story.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444246904577573661207457898.html?mod=wsj_share_tweet
http://stateimpact.npr.org/texas/2012/08/06/how-fracking-disposal-wells-are-causing-earthquakes-in-dallas-fort-worth/
http://stateimpact.npr.org/texas/2012/08/07/frackings-link-to-smog-worries-some-texas-cities/
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http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/08/gov_christie_hails_signing_of.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-505245_162-57487621/nj-governor-signs-major-teacher-tenure-overhaul/



 
 
Healthcare
Feds could outflank GOP governors who refuse to set up new state health insurance exchanges (AP)
 
Kansas resubmits Medicaid plan (LJ World)
 
McDonnell: Obama decree guts bipartisan consensus (Times-Dispatch)
 
Mead still wary of Medicaid expansion (Wyoming News)
 
Study Finds 31% of Doctors Shun Medicaid (WSJ)
 
Study: Nearly A Third Of Doctors Won't See New Medicaid Patients (KHN)
 
CMS: States Could Adopt Medicaid Expansion, Then Drop It (Governing)
 
Medicaid costs top worries of W.Va., 21 other states (WV Gazette)
 
Businesses predict 7 percent jump in healthcare costs (The Hill)
 
The Supreme Court’s Surprising Decision On The Medicaid Expansion: How Will The Federal
Government And States Proceed? (Health Affairs)
 
Health Care Reform: Center Stage 2012 (Deloitte)
 
A Medicaid opportunity (LA Times)
 
Obama administration: Average monthly premium for basic Medicare drug coverage to stay at $30
(Washington Post)
 
Businesses think the growth of health insurance premiums is slowing. Yes, really. (Washington Post)
 
 
 

http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/b287939e5c394dce9c0a2472a4d16a60/US--Building-Obamacare
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2012/aug/06/kansas-resubmits-medicaid-plan/?kansas_legislature
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/oped/2012/aug/06/tdopin02-obama-decree-guts-bipartisan-consensus-ar-2110536/
http://www.wyomingnews.com/articles/2012/08/07/news/19local_08-07-12.txt
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444246904577573531560195466.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2012/August/06/Third-Of-Medicaid-Doctors-Say-No-New-Patients.aspx
http://www.governing.com/news/federal/gov-cms-no-deadline-for-state-decisions-on-medicaid-expansion.html
http://wvgazette.com/News/201208060235
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-insurance/242349-businesses-predict-7-jump-in-healthcare-costs%22%20target=%22_blank
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/31/8/1663.abstract?rss=1%2522%2520target=%2522_blank
http://www.deloitte.com/view/en_US/us/Insights/hot-topics/2012-Election/health/2d010da89c4e7310VgnVCM2000001b56f00aRCRD.htm?id=us_rss_deloitteHC_fed_hcrcenterstage_080612&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+DeloitteHealthCare+%28Deloitte+Health+Care%29
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-campbell-california-healthcare-20120807,0,5795702.story
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/health_care/obama-administration-average-monthly-premium-for-basic-medicare-drug-coverage-to-stay-at-30/2012/08/06/6ad01bd2-e004-11e1-8d48-2b1243f34c85_print.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/08/06/the-growth-of-health-insurance-premiums-is-slowing-yes-really/
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Recommended Read
Tennessee Governor Follows Middle Road to Success (Stateline)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Ohio budget projection takes a big jump, rosier outlook could prime Gov. John Kasich's tax cut proposal
(Plain Dealer)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Reid joins tribe members, advocacy groups seeking closure of coal-fired power plant near Vegas (AP)
 
Federal oil, gas lease auction in Wyoming generates nearly $6.5 million (AP)
 
Wyoming Gov. Matt Mead tells EPA that the state should regulate haze (AP)
 
NRC Chief Defends Regulator After Criticism of Fukushima Rules (Bloomberg Businessweek)
 
 
Education
Educators meet on Common Core Standards (New Mexican)
 
Martinez says D and F schools eligible for turnaround program (AP)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Gov. Christie hints at Port Authority transparency reforms (Star-Ledger)
 
Diving Into Liverpool: Georgia Deepens Ties With Rising Port City (Global Atlanta)
 
 
Defense
Obama signs Sequestration Transparency Act (Politico)
 
Statement by Speaker Boehner on the President Signing the Sequester Transparency Act (Office of
Speaker)
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http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-08-07/nrc-chief-defends-regulator-after-criticism-of-fukushima-rules
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/Local%20News/070812commoncore
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/Local%20News/080812BC-NM--Martinez-Education2ndLd-Writethru
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/08/gov_christie_hints_at_port_aut.html
http://www.globalatlanta.com/article/25720/
http://www.politico.com/politico44/2012/08/obama-signs-sequestration-transparency-act-131356.html
http://www.speaker.gov/press-release/statement-speaker-boehner-president-signing-sequester-transparency-act
http://www.speaker.gov/press-release/statement-speaker-boehner-president-signing-sequester-transparency-act



Healthcare
Herbert waiting to see who takes White House before deciding on Medicaid expansion (Deseret News)
 
Puzzling Over What to Call State Insurance Exchanges (WSJ)
 
Obama’s Welfare Free Lunch: 1996 (The Hill)
 
Romney Presses Obama on Work in Welfare Law (NY Times)
 
Governors aside, feds building markets for Obamacare (AP)
 
Continuing problems with healthcare law (The Hill)
 
HHS: New rules will save up to $9 billion (The Hill)
 
Do You Really Mean Health Expenditures? (Health Affairs)
 
 

http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865560280/Herbert-waiting-to-see-who-takes-White-House-before--deciding-on-Medicaid-expansion.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443517104577573330268276506.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/313370/obamas-welfare-free-lunch-1996-stanley-kurtz
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/08/us/politics/romney-accuses-obama-of-taking-work-out-of-welfare-law.html?_r=2&ref=us
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/health/article_4f0111b8-e0a4-11e1-9d90-0019bb2963f4.html
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/healthcare/242513-continuing-problems-with-healthcare-law
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-insurance/242535-hhs-new-rules-will-save-up-to-9-billion%22%20target=%22_blank
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Budget and Tax
Gov Parnell seeks spending restraint (AP)
 
State predicts surplus to keep growing (Columbus Dispatch)
 
 
Energy & Environment
GOP governors decry limited role in offshore planning (Houston Chronicle)
 
For real jobs plan, empower govs (Politico)
 
Large-scale Arizona solar, wind-energy projects could win federal OK by end of year (AZ Capitol Times)
 
Idaho Power: Turn off the wind (Idaho Statesman)
 
Still No Farm Bill, But More Assistance to Drought-Ravaged States (Stateline)
 
E-mails about clean-energy loans provide new details on White House involvement (Washington Post)
 
 
Education
N.J. voters to decide whether to approve $750M in higher education borrowing (NJ.com)
 
Georgia charter school debate ramps up (AJC)
 
With ‘No Child’ no longer in play, Nevada looks to its own strategies, goals (LV Sun)
 
Gov. Christie signs bill to aid 'Super-growth' school districts (NJ.com)
 
Idaho approves charter school with patriotic focus (Idaho Statesman)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Brownback, Laffer to be at forum to discuss how tax cuts will help businesses (LJ World)
 
Even in Hard Times, States Find It Difficult To Recruit Talent (Stateline)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
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http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/AP-Interview-Gov-Parnell-seeks-spending-restraint-3773514.php
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http://www.chron.com/business/article/GOP-governors-decry-limited-role-in-offshore-3774024.php#photo-3304462
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0812/79468.html?hp=l4
http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2012/08/08/large-scale-arizona-solar-wind-energy-projects-could-win-federal-ok-by-end-of-year/
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/08/09/2223857/idaho-power-turn-off-the-wind.html
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http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2012/aug/09/no-child-no-longer-play-nevada-looks-its-own-strat/
http://www.nj.com/gloucester-county/index.ssf/2012/08/bill_to_aid_super-growth_schoo.html
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/08/08/2222875/state-approves-charter-school.html#storylink=cpy
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2012/aug/07/statehouse-live-brownback-laffer-be-forum-discuss-/?kansas_legislature
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/even-in-hard-times-states-find-it-difficult-to-recruit-talent-85899410254



Four U.S. governors form bipartisan autos caucus (Reuters)
 
 
Defense
Defense firms may issue layoff warnings despite U.S. guidance (Reuters)
 
 
TANF
Sandoval: Nevada didn't ask for waiver on welfare program (LV Review)
 
The Obama Record: Opposing Reforms Even His Vice President Supported (Romney for President)
 
Heritage Legal Memo: Welfare Reform’s Work Requirements Cannot Be Waived (Heritage Foundation)
 
 
Healthcare
A New Mexico experiment aims to fix the doctor shortage – no new doctors required (Washington Post)
 
Republicans Say It’s Not Enough For CMS To Allow States That Expand Medicaid To Drop Out Later
(CQ Healthbeat)
 
States can expand Medicaid, cut it later, CMS says (ModernHealthcare)
 
Survey: 61% of employers expect cost increase from healthcare law (LA Times)
 
Health Law Likely to Spur Retail, Restaurant Cuts (WSJ)
 
Papa John's CEO Says 'Obamacare' Will Up Pizza Price (ABC News)
 
Weekly Checkup: Public Health Spending by Country-Do We Really Want Change? (AAF)
 
Health Care Reform Law Could Expose Undocumented Immigrants (Huffington Post)

http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/08/08/autos-governors-idINL2E8J8DFK20120808
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/08/09/us-usa-defense-cuts-idUSBRE8771KO20120809
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http://www.cq.com/doc/hbnews-4139366
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20120808/NEWS/308089972#ixzz233lZTywl
http://www.latimes.com/business/money/la-fi-mo-health-survey-employers-20120808,0,7488491,print.story
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443991704577577093291531770.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/OTUS/papa-johns-john-schnatter-obamacare-pizza-prices/story?id=16962891#.UCPB0WHY9XZ
http://americanactionforum.org/sites/default/files/AAF%20Weekly%20Checkup%20080812.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/09/health-care-reform-undocumented-immigrants_n_1759295.html?utm_hp_ref=business
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Recommended Read
Bob McDonnell: Welfare rules need airing (USA Today)
 
 
Budget and Tax
McDonnell says Va. government ends fiscal year with nearly $450M unspent (Washington Post)
 
Virginia surplus will fund bonuses for state workers (Washington Post)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Opportunities and challenges for a sustainable energy future (Nature)
 
Michael Levi: The Case for Natural Gas Exports (NY Times)
 
Murkowski: Consider Asia for Alaska natural gas (AP)
 
Plan would convert natural gas to electricity (ADN)
 
Lax management of Fukushima clean-up intensifies concerns over Japan's nuclear future (Nature)
 
EPA to Approve Grain Sorghum for Cleaner Ethanol (AP)
 
Otter declares disaster due to Idaho wildfires (Idaho Statesman)
 
Federal government OKs Hackmatack Wildlife Refuge (NW Herald)
 
 
Education
Governor Christie Thanks a Teachers’ Union (National Review)
 
Branstad plans meetings on Iowa education reform (Muscatine Journal)
 
State’s follow-up audit of KC Public Schools finds flaws, fixes (KC Star)
 
Florida universities under pressure to improve graduation rates (Orlando Sentinel)
 
Legislature sends Snyder plan for school employees to pay 20% of health care costs (Detroit Press)
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/mcdonnell-says-virginia-government-ends-fiscal-year-with-nearly-405m-surplus/2012/08/15/948ce360-e6df-11e1-9739-eef99c5fb285_story.html
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http://midwestdemocracy.com/articles/states-follow-up-audit-of-kc-public-schools-finds-flaws-fixes/#storylink=cpy
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2012-08-15/features/os-florida-university-graduation-rates-20120815_1_graduation-rates-tuition-increases-public-universities
http://www.freep.com/article/20120815/NEWS06/120815044/Michigan-Senate-approves-teacher-changes



 
Immigration
Gov. Jan Brewer Executive Order in Response to Deferred Action Program (Office of Gov. Brewer)
 
Jan Brewer Bars IDs, Benefits for Undocumented Immigrants in Arizona (Fox News)
 
 
Medicare
Rove: The GOP's Medicare Advantage (WSJ)
 
Fact-Checking the Obama Campaign's Defense of its $716 Billion Cut to Medicare (Forbes)
 
Navigating the Romney-Ryan-Obama Medicare Bedlam (Bloomberg)
 
Obama vs. Romney on Medicare (LA Times)
 
Ryan on Medicare: 'We want this debate' (The Hill)
 
Boehner tells GOP it can play offense on Medicare with Ryan on the ticket (The Hill)
 
House Dems huddle on Medicare (Politico)
 
Obama says his work on Medicare extended program for a ‘decade’ (The Hill)
 
Obamacare won’t cut Medicare benefits. It could hit quality (Washington Post)
 
 
Healthcare
How doctors could game Obamacare (Washington Post)
 
Nebraska to host health exchange meetings (AP)
 
Pence meets with Daniels on Affordable Care Act implementation (Courier Press)
 
Major pharmacies to tout benefits of healthcare reform law for seniors (The Hill)
 
 
 
 

http://www.azgovernor.gov/dms/upload/EO_081512_2012-06.pdf
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/politics/2012/08/16/brewer-blocks-id-benefits-for-undocumented-immigrants/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444508504577590923443298172.html?mod=rss_opinion_main
http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/08/16/fact-checking-the-obama-campaigns-defense-of-its-716-billion-cut-to-medicare/
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/print/2012-08-15/navigating-the-romney-ryan-obama-medicare-bedlam-view.html
http://www.latimes.com/health/la-ed-medicare-20120815,0,6753354.story
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/politics-elections/243917-ryan-on-medicare-we-want-this-debate
http://thehill.com/homenews/house/243815-boehner-tells-gop-it-can-play-offense-on-medicare-with-ryan-on-presidential-ticket
http://www.politico.com/blogs/on-congress/2012/08/house-dems-huddle-on-medicare-132246.html
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/politics-elections/243833-obama-fights-back-on-medicare
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/08/15/obamacare-wont-cut-medicare-benefits-it-could-hit-quality/
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/08/15/how-doctors-could-game-the-affordable-care-act/
http://journalstar.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/nebraska-to-host-health-exchange-meetings/article_f32741d3-9ddb-5a9c-a20c-36187e7e2535.html
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2012/aug/15/no-headline---pence/
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/243819-major-pharmacies-to-tout-health-law-benefits-for-seniors
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Recommended Read
PERRY AND SCOTT: Competition bringing out best in Texas, Florida (Washington Times)
 
 
Budget and Tax
It's the spending, stupid (Washington Examiner)
 
Brownback asks agencies to propose 10 percent cuts (LJ World)
 
Illinois Lurches Forward, One Budget Crisis at a Time (Stateline)
 
 
Energy & Environment
The Dodd-Frank Threat to U.S. Energy (WSJ)
 
Officials: CO2 emissions in US drop because of plentiful natural gas (AP)
 
EPA signs rule to cut haze in Big Sky Country (AP)
 
Obama and Romney pandering to energy interests (Washington Post)
 
 
Education
Hundreds applaud McDonnell's education reform agenda (Times-Dispatch)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
New rules expose bigger funding gaps for public pensions (Washington Post)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Corbett says California trade mission lines up prospects (Businessweek)
 
 
Healthcare
Paul Ryan's Medicaid changes may be bigger (Politico)
 
Future of Healthy Indiana Plan Remains Uncertatin (Indiana.gov)

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/aug/16/competition-bringing-out-best-in-texas-florida/
http://washingtonexaminer.com/examiner-local-editorial-its-the-spending-stupid/article/2505132#.UC5TnKmPVX2
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2012/aug/17/brownback-asks-agencies-propose-10-percent-cuts/?kansas_legislature
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/illinois-lurches-forward-one-budget-crisis-at-a-time-85899411937
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444184704577589384247249096.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/officials-co2-emissions-in-us-drop-because-of-plentiful-natural-gas-1.1359789
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5ipFTFRnRHYFfnLfAk_tI_i9VMlYg?docId=71d39aa137f24c958d44d63282b2b297
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/obama-romney-pandering-to-energy-interests/2012/08/16/30b44924-e6f7-11e1-8741-940e3f6dbf48_story.html
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/local-education/2012/aug/17/tdmain06-hundreds-applaud-mcdonnells-education-ref-ar-2137145/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/new-rules-expose-bigger-funding-gaps-for-public-pensions/2012/08/16/c183fe1a-d507-11e1-b2d5-2419d227d8b0_story.html
http://investing.businessweek.com/research/stocks/news/article.asp?docKey=600-201208152244KRTRIB__BUSNEWS_37511_52326-1&params=timestamp||08/15/2012%2010:44%20PM%20ET||headline||Corbett%20says%20California%20trade%20mission%20lines%20up%20prospects%20%5bThe%20Pittsburgh%20Tribune-Review%5d||docSource||Knight%20Ridder/Tribune||provider||ACQUIREMEDIA||bridgesymbol||US;EA&ticker=EA
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0812/79795.html?hp=l5
http://www.in.gov/activecalendar/EventList.aspx?view=EventDetails&eventidn=58355&information_id=117768&type=&syndicate=syndicate



 
S.C. State Workers Challenge Health Insurance Hike (Stateline)
 
The Mediscare Boomerang: ObamaCare gives Republicans a chance to win the Medicare debate (WSJ)
 
How much Obama and Ryan would spend on health care (in one graph) (Washington Post)
 
Paul Ryan’s biggest budget cuts are to Medicaid, not Medicare (Washington Post)
 
Taking health-care reform a step further (Washington Post)
 
Health-Care Reform and the ‘Doctor Shortage’ (NY Times)
 
Bring Medicare Into The Twenty-First Century (Health Affairs)
 
New poll finds Medicare more important to voters than healthcare reform law (The Hill)
 
Government to automate public health reporting (Healthcare IT)
 
To fix Medicare and Social Security, look to Singapore (Washington Post)

http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/sc-state-workers-challenge-health-insurance-hike-85899411927
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444772404577587464183295348.html?mod=rss_opinion_main
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/08/16/how-much-obama-and-ryan-would-spend-on-health-care-in-one-graph/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/08/13/paul-ryans-biggest-budget-cuts-are-to-medicaid-not-medicare/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/ruth-marcus-taking-health-care-reform-a-step-further/2012/08/16/1c76542e-e7d4-11e1-936a-b801f1abab19_story.html?wprss=rss_opinions
http://economix.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/08/17/health-care-reform-and-the-doctor-shortage/?partner=rss&emc=rss
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/08/16/bring-medicare-into-the-twenty-first-century/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=bring-medicare-into-the-twenty-first-century
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/medicare/244005-poll-medicare-more-important-to-voters-than-health-law
http://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/government-automate-public-health-reporting
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/to-fix-medicare-and-social-security-look-to-singapore/2012/08/16/e39e0ff8-e70f-11e1-8f62-58260e3940a0_story.html?wprss=rss_opinions
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Budget and Tax
It's the spending, stupid (Washington Examiner)
 
Kan. gov. says tax cuts focus on goosing economy (AP)
 
Pennsylvania's online shoppers soon will have to pay sales tax (Post-Gazette)
 
 
Energy & Environment
FALLIN AND HICKENLOOPER: A natural partnership for energy independence (Washington Times)
 
State parks turn to fees to survive (Greenville Online)
 
Cuomo’s Fracking Plan: Politics Trumps Science (DC Bureau)
 
Merkel’s Green Shift Forces Germany To Burn More Coal (Bloomberg)
 
Boom Time: Energy independence is in the United States' reach (Foreign Policy)
 
The Case for Natural Gas Exports (NY Times)
 
Why Allowing Natural Gas Exports is Probably Good for Climate Change (CFR)
 
US faces stiff opposition to emergency oil release plans (Reuters)
 
U.S. Says Iraqis Are Helping Iran to Skirt Sanctions (NY Times)
 
Technical FERC Conference on Coordination between Natural Gas and Electricity Markets for the
Northeast Region (FERC)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Illinois Passes on Pensions, Boots Lawmaker (Stateline)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
In Midst of a Drought, Keeping Traffic Moving on the Mississippi (NY Times)
 

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
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http://washingtonexaminer.com/examiner-local-editorial-its-the-spending-stupid/article/2505132#.UC5TnKmPVX2
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/18/4737472/kan-gov-says-tax-cuts-focus-on.html#storylink=cpy
http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/business/legal/pennsylvanias-online-shoppers-soon-will-have-to-pay-sales-tax-649674/#ixzz246DEA3uq
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/aug/17/a-natural-partnership-for-energy-independence/
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/article/20120819/NEWS/308190003/State-parks-turn-fees-survive?odyssey=tab%7Ctopnews%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE&nclick_check=1
http://www.dcbureau.org/201208177532/natural-resources-news-service/cuomos-fracking-plan-politics-trumps-science.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-08-19/merkel-s-green-shift-forces-germany-to-burn-more-coal-energy.html
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/08/13/boom_time
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/16/opinion/the-case-for-natural-gas-exports.html
http://blogs.cfr.org/levi/2012/08/17/why-allowing-natural-gas-exports-is-probably-good-for-climate-change/#more-3292
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/08/17/iea-oil-release-idUSL2E8JH7ZZ20120817
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/19/world/middleeast/us-says-iraqis-are-helping-iran-skirt-sanctions.html?ref=todayspaper&pagewanted=all
http://www.ferc.gov/EventCalendar/EventDetails.aspx?ID=6413&CalType=%20&CalendarID=116&Date=&View=Listview
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/illinois-passes-on-pensions-boots-lawmaker-85899412242
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/20/us/in-midst-of-drought-keeping-cargo-moving-on-mississippi.html?_r=1&hp&gwh=399FC5BC4881668A6F12771DF0E4828E



Huge Dredging Barge Tries To Stay Ahead Of The Falling Mississippi River (MPB)
 
 
Immigration
Nebraska agrees with Arizona: no benefits for 'deferred action' immigrants (Reuters)
 
 
Healthcare
Feds limit Healthy Indiana insurance extension (Journal Gazette)
 
The $6,400 Myth (WSJ)
 
How Obamacare's $716 Billion in Cuts Will Drive Doctors Out of Medicare (Forbes)
 
Medicaid Mischief (WSJ)
 
Why Ryan might be right about Medicare (Washington Post)
 
Editorial: Medicare problems finally arrive on center stage (USA Today)
 
A flawed Medi-Cal fix (LA Times) 
 
Gary Cohen to lead health reform implementation office (The Hill)
 
Republican Governors Should Want Homemade Exchanges (Bloomberg)
 
ACA Implementation-Monitoring and Tracking: Virginia Site Visit Report (Urban Institute)
 

http://mpbonline.org/News/article/huge_dredging_barge_tries_to_stay_ahead_of_the_falling_mississippi_river
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/08/18/us-usa-immigration-nebraska-idUSBRE87H01820120818
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://www.journalgazette.net/article/20120817/NEWS07/120819625
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444508504577595350022637244.html?mod=rss_opinion_main
http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/08/20/how-obamacares-716-billion-in-cuts-will-drive-doctors-out-of-medicare/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444375104577595094153038090.html?mod=rss_opinion_main
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/robert-samuelson-why-ryan-might-be-right-about-medicare/2012/08/19/3e6005c0-e88e-11e1-936a-b801f1abab19_story.html?wprss=rss_opinions
http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/story/2012-08-19/medicare-Romney-Ryan-Obama/57148986/1?csp=34news&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+News-Opinion+%28News+-+Opinion%29
http://www.latimes.com/health/la-ed-damages-medical-lawsuits-20120817,0,2250138.story
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/244151-gary-cohen-to-lead-health-reform-implementation-office
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/print/2012-08-19/republican-governors-should-want-homemade-exchanges.html
http://www.urban.org/url.cfm?id=412633&RSSFeed=UI_Health/Healthcare.xml
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RGPPC Energy Report Released
GOP Governors Release An Energy Blueprint for America (RGPPC)
 
Op-Ed by Gov. McDonnell and Gov. Mead: An Energy Blueprint for America (Politico)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Steve Forbes: Corbett's budget brings back prosperity (Go Erie)
 
Gov. Robert Bentley: $437M from trust fund would be paid back (AP)
 
Summer of spending missteps makes November tax initiative a tough sell for Brown in California
(Washington Post)
 
 
Energy & Environment
EPA’s Transport (CSAPR) Rule Struck Down (National Review)
 
Texas wins air pollution appeal (MySA)
 
Georgia wins appeal against EPA (Atl Business Chronicle)
 
Georgia Governor Petitions EPA for RFS (Farm Futures)
 
Bush Administration 2012 climate emissions goal met (Washington Post)
 
DEP allows Cabot to resume fracking in Dimock, leaves drilling on hold (Times-Tribune)
 
U.S. to clarify rules on oil, mining payments abroad (Reuters)
 
Appeals court affirms oil company polar bear rules (FuelFix)
 
54.5 mpg will fuel a national renewal (Politico)
 
 
Education
Branstad still wants education reform in 2013 (KTIV)
 
Gov. Christie to sign N.J. college restructuring bill (AP)

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
http://rgppc.com/an-energy-blueprint-for-america-policy-solutions-for-a-new-energy-economy/
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0812/79952.html
http://www.goerie.com/article/20120817/OPINION08/308179994/Steve-Forbes:-Corbett%27s-budget-brings-back-prosperity
http://blog.al.com/wire/2012/08/gov_robert_bentley_437m_from_t.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/summer-of-spending-missteps-makes-november-tax-initiative-a-tough-sell-for-brown-in-california/2012/08/22/b2999126-ec27-11e1-866f-60a00f604425_story.html
http://www.nationalreview.com/bench-memos/314591/epa-s-transport-csapr-rule-struck-down-michael-james-barton
http://www.mysanantonio.com/living_green_sa/article/Texas-wins-air-pollution-appeal-3805039.php
http://www.bizjournals.com/atlanta/news/2012/08/21/georgia-wins-appeal-against-epa.html
http://farmfutures.com/story.aspx/georgia-governor-petitions-epa-rfs-waiver-17/62652
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/post/bush-administration-2012-climate-emissions-goal-met/2012/08/21/a8c983cc-ebb9-11e1-a80b-9f898562d010_blog.html
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/dep-allows-cabot-to-resume-fracking-in-dimock-leaves-drilling-on-hold-1.1361871
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/08/20/us-sec-resources-idUSBRE87J0LJ20120820
http://fuelfix.com/blog/2012/08/21/appeals-court-affirms-oil-company-polar-bear-rules/?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0812/79949.html?hp=r10
http://www.ktiv.com/story/19336756/terry-branstad-still-wants-education-reform-in-2013-new-plan-education-reform-iowa-governor-pocahontas
http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/08/gov_christie_to_sign_higher_ed.html



 
High School Grads Miss Mark (Stateline)
 
 
Immigration
Perry: U.S. immigration plan doesn't alter state law (AP)
 
 
TANF
Welfare: Work first still works best (NY Post)
 
 
Healthcare
The Real Tragedy Of ObamaCare Has Yet To Be Felt By The Poor  (Forbes)
 
Mike Pence, Indiana governor candidate, opposes setting up state-operated health care exchange (Indy
Star)
 
Martinez administration proposes higher health insurance premiums for government workers (AP)
 
Pence urges Daniels to bypass Affordable Care Act (Journal Gazette)
 
Medicare Voucher Plan Remains Unpopular (Pew Research Center)
 
A Viewer’s Guide to the Essential Benefits Rule (PoliticoPro) $
 
 
 

http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/high-school-grads-miss-mark-85899412767
http://dailytrib.com/news/associated-press/16863-perry-us-immigration-plan-doesnt-alter-state-law
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/opinion/opedcolumnists/welfare_work_first_still_works_best_2ssgAr4wPtROIsAIqlTqEP
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://www.forbes.com/sites/gracemarieturner/2012/08/21/the-real-tragedy-of-obamacare-has-yet-to-be-felt-by-the-poor/
http://www.indystar.com/article/20120821/NEWS0502/120821036/Pence-opposes-setting-up-Indiana-operated-health-care-exchange?odyssey=tab%7Ctopnews%7Ctext%7CIndyStar.com
http://www.indystar.com/article/20120821/NEWS0502/120821036/Pence-opposes-setting-up-Indiana-operated-health-care-exchange?odyssey=tab%7Ctopnews%7Ctext%7CIndyStar.com
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/34553b7bf6ec49299187930c2a632feb/NM--Health-Insurance
http://www.journalgazette.net/article/20120821/BLOGS01/120829904
http://www.people-press.org/2012/08/21/medicare-voucher-plan-remains-unpopular/1/
https://www.politicopro.com/login/


From: RGPPC
To: RGPPC
Subject: RGPPC Policy & Press
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 10:19:18 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
                                                                                                                           Policy & Press | September 5, 2012
 
 
Fun!
Governor Christie & Jimmy Fallon Duet: "Thunder Road" (YouTube)
 
 
Recommended Reads
Welfare Shift Should Be Put Before Congress, GAO Says (WSJ)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Martin Feldstein: Romney's Tax Plan Can Raise Revenue (WSJ)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Pennsylvania submits its arguments in shale drilling law appeal (Post-Gazette)
 
Energy Secretary Investigates Hanford's Waste Treatment Plant (KUOW)
 
Deal Firms’ Loan Bid Runs Aground (WSJ)
 
IER Responds to Interior Secretary’s DNC Speech (IER)
 
Solyndra backers could reap $341 million in tax breaks (Reuters)
 
U.S. had only one request for SPR oil loan after Isaac-source (Reuters)
 
Critics Say California Law Hurts Effort to Add Jobs (NY Times)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Oklahoma isn't seeing weakness that's hurting factories across U.S., world (NewsOK)
 
Jobs growth seen lackluster in August, Fed action eyed (Reuters)
 
Jobs report looms over Demo convention (Palm Beach Post)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
State of Michigan to appeal ruling on school retiree health care costs (Detroit Free Press)
 

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmMckIYvHqE&feature=youtu.be
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443571904577631970411021452.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444327204577617421727000592.html?KEYWORDS=MARTIN+FELDSTEIN
http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/local/marcellusshale/pennsylvania-submits-its-arguments-in-shale-drilling-law-appeal-651861/#ixzz25bXuYHdd
http://www.kuow.org/northwestnews.php?storyID=160570876
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444230504577617744022275560.html
http://www.instituteforenergyresearch.org/2012/09/04/ier-responds-to-interior-secretary-ken-salazars-dnc-speech/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/09/05/solyndra-taxbreaks-idUSL2E8K4FBC20120905
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/09/04/us-usa-oil-spr-idUSBRE88312M20120904
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/05/us/to-add-jobs-many-in-california-look-to-alter-green-law.html?_r=1&hpw
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-isnt-seeing-weakness-thats-hurting-factories-across-u.s.-world/article/3707010#ixzz25bVrwdpU
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/09/04/us-usa-economy-idUSBRE88314J20120904
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/ap/ap/labor/the-race-jobs-report-looms-over-demo-convention/nR3Hr/
http://www.freep.com/article/20120905/NEWS15/309050077/State-of-Michigan-to-appeal-ruling-on-school-retiree-health-care-costs



Public pension critics say the time for change in Texas retirement plans is now (Statesman)
 
 
Education
Deal announces 9 education funding grants (AP)
 
Deadline for Indiana voucher program approaching (Evansville Courier & Press)
 
With CPS strike looming, parents in the dark (Chicago Tribune)
 
 
Healthcare
Infographic: State Health Insurance Exchanges (Stateline)
 
Pennsylvania Initiative Keeping an Eye on the Store (Knowledge Center)
 
AG goes to court to get LePage’s Medicaid cuts approved (BDN)
 
Affordable Care Act's Medicaid expansion still vulnerable to court challenges, experts say (McKnight’s)
 
Democratic Platform Touts Health Care Law, Offers Few Specifics About Path Ahead (CQ) $
 
Dems Platform Heavy on Health Issues (MedPage)
 
Democratic platform on Obamacare: ‘No law is perfect’ (Daily Caller)
 
Report: Young Mainers pay less for health coverage, elderly pay more under insurance law (Bangor Daily
News)
 
Are Medicare's New Quality Incentives Large Enough To Change Hospital Behavior? (KHN)
 
ACA Opponents Eyeing New Challenge To Law's Maintenance-of-Effort Requirement (BNA) $
By Ralph Lindeman
 
A new legal challenge to state Medicaid requirements contained in the health care reform law may be in
the works, according to recent BNA interviews with health law experts at conservative think tanks and
in academia.
 
The potential target is a provision known as the maintenance-of-effort (MOE) requirement that bars
states from cutting eligibility standards for Medicaid enrollees. It prohibits states from imposing more
restrictive eligibility standards for any current Medicaid enrollee until at least Jan. 1, 2014, when the new
state-based health insurance exchanges are supposed to be operational.
 
Opponents of the law are considering using the same legal theory that proved successful in persuading
a majority of the U.S. Supreme Court to strike down the federal government's enforcement scheme for
implementing a major expansion of Medicaid  contained in the health reform law.
 
Maine's Republican Gov. Paul LePage already has announced he considers his state no longer bound by
the MOE requirement and has threatened legal action if the Department of Health and Human Services
disagrees. Other states are watching.
Recent events in Maine appear to have the potential to transform the theoretical arguments about the
MOE requirement into a full-blown legal challenge.
 
Since the Supreme Court's ruling in June (125 HCDR, 6/29/12), HHS officials have taken the position
that the court's decision affected only the Medicaid expansion provision in the Affordable Care Act and
all other requirements, including the MOE mandate, remain in effect.
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Legal experts who support the MOE requirement say the critics' arguments are overblown, noting that
the MOE requirement is limited in time and does not impose a burden on states of the same magnitude
as the Medicaid expansion.
Medicaid Expansion Now Voluntary Among States
 
In its June 28 decision, the Supreme Court held that HHS could not threaten states with the loss of all
their Medicaid funding if they did not participate in the Medicaid expansion contained in ACA. The
expansion would extend Medicaid eligibility to all uninsured adults younger than 65 with income up to
133 percent of the federal poverty level, potentially bringing as many as 16 million new enrollees into
the program, if all states participated.
 
In an opinion written by Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and joined by six other justices, the court held
that HHS's authority to withhold the entire amount of a state's Medicaid funding—if it did not join the
expansion—was “coercive.”
The court also found that ACA's expansion of Medicaid was so substantial that it amounted to “a shift in
kind, not merely in degree,” and that states failed to receive adequate notice of the change.
 
The practical effect of the court's ruling has been to make the Medicaid expansion voluntary on the part
of the states. Already, at least five state governors have announced they do not plan to join in the
expansion. HHS has set no deadline for states to decide and, for now, most state officials are reviewing
their options.
 
Two Cases Needed to Make a Doctrine
 
Conservative opponents of ACA—some of whom were involved in formulating the winning arguments
against the Medicaid expansion—are considering using the same legal theory to challenge the law's MOE
requirement.
“I think it's the next case,” said James F. Blumstein, a health law expert at Vanderbilt Law School,
referring to the potential MOE challenge. “It takes two cases to make a doctrine.”
 
“The maintenance-of-effort requirement may run afoul of the clear notice rule that the [Supreme Court]
established.”
—James F. Blumstein, Vanderbilt Law School
 
Blumstein filed an amicus brief in support of the challenge to the Medicaid expansion brought by 26
states in NFIB v. Sebelius (U.S., No. 11-393, 6/28/12). Blumstein's amicus brief, which was cited by
Roberts in the majority opinion, argued that the Medicaid expansion was an abuse of Congress's
spending power.
 
In particular, Blumstein maintained that the expansion was tantamount to an illegal modification to the
terms of a contract—a change that was not foreseeable by the states when they initially agreed to take
part in the federal-state Medicaid program, which provides health care for the poor.
 
In his opinion, Roberts agreed, saying, “The legitimacy of Congress's exercise of the spending power
thus rests on whether the state voluntarily and knowingly accepts the terms of the contract.”
Roberts added, “A state could hardly anticipate that Congress's reservation of the right to ‘alter or
amend’ the Medicaid program included the power to transform it so dramatically.”
 
The Roberts opinion concluded that the major change in Medicaid brought about through the expansion
was not foreseeable by the states, and HHS could not “coerce” states to participate by using the threat
of withholding their existing federal Medicaid funding.
 
MOE Requirement Vulnerable to Challenge?
 
Blumstein told BNA that ACA's Medicaid MOE requirement suffers from the same lack of foreseeability.
“The maintenance-of-effort requirement may run afoul of the clear notice rule that the court
established,” he said.
 
The MOE requirement in ACA provides that a state shall not have in effect eligibility standards,
methodologies, or procedures under its Medicaid program “that are more restrictive than the eligibility



standards, methodologies, or procedures” in effect when ACA was signed into law in March 2010.
 
The MOE requirement is intended to ensure that states facing budget shortfalls do not slash Medicaid
coverage in advance of the expansion set to begin in 2014.
The law further requires states to comply with the MOE requirement as a condition for receiving any
federal matching funds under the Medicaid program. In other words, if a state does not comply with the
MOE requirement, HHS can withhold the state's existing federal Medicaid funds.
 
HHS Enforcement Scheme at Issue
 
Critics of the provision point out that this same enforcement scheme was struck down by the Supreme
Court in NFIB v. Sebelius. “The amount of money HHS is threatening to withhold if the states don't
maintain the effort is the same amount HHS threatened to withhold if states did not expand their
Medicaid programs,” Michael Cannon, director of health policy studies at the Cato Institute, a libertarian
public policy research group, told BNA.
 
Section 2001(b) of ACA further provides that the MOE requirement remains in effect until the state has
a “fully operational” health insurance exchange.
 
States are required to establish exchanges by Jan. 1, 2014, under Section 1311 of ACA. If a state
declines to establish an exchange or is not prepared to begin operation of an exchange by the
deadline, Section 1321 of ACA provides that the federal government will establish and operate a
“federally-facilitated exchange” in the state.
 
Opponents See Elements of Challenge
 
Critics argue that these three elements—the MOE requirement, the threat that states could lose all their
federal Medicaid funds if they do not comply, and the need for states to establish a health insurance
exchange in order to be relieved of the MOE mandate—constitute the same kind of “coercion” and
“unforeseeable” program changes that the Supreme Court found to be problematic in NFIB v. Sebelius.
“There's a possible legal challenge available,” Cannon said. “You've got a couple of prongs of the test
that Chief Justice Roberts established” in NFIB v. Sebelius.
 
Blumstein agreed, saying, “Where the requirements are so new, so major and unforeseeable, they
violate the clear notice rule.”
 
Echoing Blumstein, Jonathan H. Adler, a constitutional law professor at Case Western Reserve University
School of Law, told BNA, “What the Supreme Court said Congress can't do is condition receipt of a
state's existing Medicaid funding on a new program—which here is creation of an exchange.”
 
Adler, who directs the law school's Center for Business Law and Regulation, conceded the argument “is
not a slam dunk.” But he added, “We think there are real problems in how the government intends to
enforce this [MOE] requirement.”
 
Other Experts Take Opposing View
 
Other legal experts, who support ACA, disagree. “States raised maintenance of effort in their suit and
many other aspects of the Medicaid amendments,” noted Sara Rosenbaum, a law professor and
Medicaid policy expert at the George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services.
“But the only amendment that the court said was transformative enough to be considered a new
program was the eligibility expansion.”
 
The states, in their brief, noted that the MOE requirement “locks States into their current eligibility and
coverage rates,” eliminating their discretion to adjust Medicaid rates. They also complained about a lack
of notice and the fact that the requirement penalizes states that voluntarily raised Medicaid coverage
rates. But it was the Medicaid expansion that was the principal target of the states' attack in NFIB v.
Sebelius.
 
Rosenbaum added, “I don't think the maintenance-of-effort provisions can in any way be seen as a new
program, whether standing alone or linked to some other event.”
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States raised MOE in the lawsuit and many other aspects of the Medicaid amendments, “but the only
amendment that the court said was transformative enough to be considered a new program was the
eligibility expansion.”
—Sara Rosenbaum, GWU School of Public Health and Health Services
 
Agreeing with Rosenbaum, Timothy Jost, a health law expert at Washington and Lee University School
of Law, Lexington, Va., told BNA, “The Supreme Court did not address it, and, as far as anyone knows,
the maintenance-of-effort provision is constitutional.”
 
He added, “A state is not being coerced as long as the federal exchange is available as a backup.”
 
Separate Debate on Federal Exchange
 
It turns out, however, that the federal exchange is subject to a separate legal debate. And how that
debate is resolved—most likely through a separate legal challenge—could have a real-world impact on
states and the MOE requirement, experts say.
 
The debate concerns whether ACA permits the federal government to provide subsidies, known as
“premium assistance tax credits,” to people who want to purchase health coverage on the federal
exchange.
 
Cannon, with the Cato Institute, appeared at an Aug. 2 hearing of the House Oversight Committee,
arguing that ACA does not provide for tax credits on the federal exchange (149 HCDR, 8/3/12). He
noted that although ACA explicitly provides for tax credits on exchanges “established by a state under
Section 1311,” there is no parallel language authorizing tax credits on exchanges established by the
federal government under Section 1321 of ACA.
 
Cannon maintained that Congress intentionally omitted the availability of tax credits on the federal
exchange to encourage states to establish their own exchanges where tax credits clearly are available
under ACA.
 
Jost, who appeared at the House Oversight Committee hearing as a witness opposing Cannon's view,
argued that ACA—when read in its entirety—contains a technical corrections section (Section 1563(b))
that defines a federal exchange as one “established under Section 1311” of ACA.
 
According to Jost, the definition at Section 1563(b) regarding the federal exchange refers back to and
incorporates the definition at Section 1311 on state exchanges—with the definition operating much like
a set of Russian nesting dolls. Therefore, tax credits also are authorized on the federal exchange, not
just the state exchanges, Jost said.
 
Without engaging the argument directly, the Internal Revenue Service issued a final rule in May allowing
tax credits on the federal exchange (77 Fed. Reg. 30,377, May 23, 2012).
 
Tax Credit Debate and MOE Requirement
 
How does the debate about tax credits relate to the MOE issue? ACA says that a state must adhere to
the MOE requirement until HHS “determines that an exchange established by the state under Section
1311 of the Affordable Care Act is fully operational” (Section 2001(b)) (italics added).
 
Referring back to the tax credit argument, Cannon maintains that the ACA language—“established by
the state under Section 1311”—does not include the federal exchange.
 
If Cannon's argument wins the day, Jost warned, a federal exchange would not be one “established by
the state under section 1311.” As a result, Jost said, states that do not establish their own exchanges
would not have a way to get out from under the MOE requirement.
 
As Jost put it in his congressional testimony, “If Mr. Cannon's interpretation of [ACA] is correct, states
that decide not to establish a state exchange will be barred indefinitely from changing their Medicaid
eligibility requirements.”
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Cannon, for his part, said Congress wrote the MOE requirement—with language mirroring the tax credit
provision—to encourage states to establish their own exchanges. “It bolsters our argument,” he said.
“There's no reason to think that's not what Congress intended.”
 
As for whether states could be stuck with the MOE requirement if they did not create their own
exchange, Cannon said the Supreme Court's Medicaid ruling in NFIB v. Sebelius provides some reason
for doubt.
 
“The Supreme Court said Congress can't condition existing Medicaid funding on states joining a new
program,” Cannon explained. “Here, the statute is saying you can't get out of the MOE requirement
unless you establish an exchange, which is clearly a new program. So the court may throw that out
too.”
 
Maine Controversy May Trigger Court Challenge
 
Recent events in Maine appear to have the potential to transform the theoretical arguments about the
MOE requirement into a full-blown legal challenge.
 
On Aug. 1, the Maine Department of Health and Human Services—with the support of LePage, the
state's governor, and Maine Attorney General William Schneider (R)—filed a request with the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services to amend its state plan to implement Medicaid coverage reductions
approved by the Maine Legislature in June.
 
The cuts would eliminate coverage for 19- and 20-year-old enrollees and reduce the income limit for
nonpregnant, nondisabled adults from 133 percent of the FPL to 100 percent of the FPL. In other
words, Maine residents in those categories now can obtain coverage if they have income up to 133
percent of the FPL, but the cuts would mean coverage would be available only for those with income up
to 100 percent of the FPL.
 
Before the Supreme Court's decision on the Medicaid expansion, Maine would have had to file a more
formal request with CMS for a waiver of its state plan requirements, typically a more involved and
uncertain process.
 
But following the court's decision, the Maine DHHS decided it had more flexibility to simply submit a
state plan amendment to CMS, Adrienne Bennett, a spokeswoman for LePage, told BNA.
 
In announcing the state plan amendment request, Schneider said, “Both as part of the mandatory
Medicaid expansion struck down by the Supreme Court and as a unilateral, retroactive condition, the
maintenance of effort provision fails and cannot be enforced against Maine.”
 
He added, “The state plan amendment submitted today seeks only to make responsible adjustments in
Maine's Medicaid program that are completely within the state's authority.”
CMS has 90 days to respond to Maine's state plan amendment request.
 
Asked what Maine would do if its request is denied, Bennett said, “We will move forward with
appropriate legal redress if necessary.”
 
Other States Are Watching
 
Officials in other states are watching the events in Maine, and some appear to be contemplating similar
moves to assert more state control over Medicaid requirements.
 
In July, Dennis G. Smith, secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, said the Medicaid
MOE requirement was “subject to question” in light of the Supreme Court's decision.
The same legal reasoning used by the court would give the states more flexibility to resist the MOE
requirement and introduce cost-cutting measures to their Medicaid programs, Smith said, speaking at a
conference, “Medicaid's Next Frontier,” sponsored by the health care policy journal Health Affairs.
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Sequestration
OMB Report Pursuant to the Sequestration Transparency Act of 2012 (WaPost)
 
The sequester cuts in one graph (WaPost)
 
Sequester would cut $11 billion from Medicare (The Hill)
 
 
Budget and Tax
$437 million transfer hinges on vote Tuesday (Montgomery Adviser)
 
Alabama trust fund transfer endorsed by Bachus, Sewell (Alabama News)
 
Indiana lawmakers to take up issue of software that lessens sales-tax liability (Courier Press)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Making Sense of the U.S. Oil Boom (WSJ)
 
Shedding Light on Subisidies (WSJ)
 
Gas drilling impact fee in Pa. exceeds projections (The Morning Call)
 
The Cost of Wind-Energy Jobs (National Review)
 
Garcia: Inching toward energy reform in Mexico (Statesman)
 
Flood Threat To Nuclear Plants Covered Up By Regulators, NRC Whistleblower Claims (Huffington Post)
 
The social cost of carbon in U.S. regulatory impact analyses: an introduction and critique (NRDC)
 
Droughts latest wrinkle in climate debate (Politico)
 
Crude oil ought to be $150 per barrel: Iran (Reuters)
 
Top TransCanada official optimistic Keystone will be approved next year (Nebraska Radio Network)
 
Slow-coming fracking decision very Cuomo-esque (Politico)
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Jobs and Economic Development
Snyder leading trip to China (Detroit News)
 
Is North Carolina losing its once-lofty perch? (News Observer)
 
U.S. to File WTO Charges on China (WSJ)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Millions in union political money at stake in Proposition 32 fight (Sacramento Bee)
 
Poll: Michigan voters skeptical about collective bargaining, bridge ballot proposals (Detroit Free Press)
 
Some GOP leaders say call for state pension overhaul is not warranted (Austin Statesman)
 
Wisconsin: Judge strikes down Gov. Scott Walker's law curbing public unions (Twin Cities Pioneer
Press)
 
During appeal, Wisconsin attorney general wants union law enforced (Detroit Free Press)
 
 
Education
Chicago teachers strike enters 2nd week (Quad-City Times)
 
Kansas officials want better education coordination (LJ World)
 
 
Immigration
SB1070 enforcement still in holding pattern (East Valley Tribune)
 
Latino food chain's participation in E-Verify leaves a bad taste (LA Times)
 
 
Healthcare
Haley administration hopes to avoid replay of stimulus fight on Medicaid expansion (The Post & Courier)
 
Utah’s young, healthy to bear health reform’s costs (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
U.S. state officials in stealth mode on health exchanges (Reuters)
 
Implementation of Requirements Aimed at Increasing Enrollment (GAO)
 
Minn. welfare changes go into effect (Minnesota Public Radio)
 
Beyond Obamacare (NYT)
 
CMS fails to report to anti-fraud database, OIG says (Fierce Health IT)
 
Officials downplay insurance exchange hack (Fierce Health IT)
 
Doctors, others billing Medicare at higher rates (WaPost)
 
California Tries to Guide the Way on Health Law (NYT)
 
Vermont could be first in line for single payer (Politico)
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Colorado Gets Closer To Essential Health Benefit Benchmark (KHN)
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Recommended Read
Connaughton & Rendell: Infrastructure is lifeblood of the economy (Times-Dispatch)
 
The Fix’s interactive governor’s race map shows GOP opportunity (Washington Post)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Utah retains AAA bond rating, ends fiscal year in surplus (Gary Herbert)
 
Governor praises passage of amendment to transfer money to the General Fund (Alabama News)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Race Is On as Ice Melt Reveals Arctic Treasures (NY Times)
 
What's Behind the EPA's New 4-Gallon Minimum Purchase Mandate? (Mother Jones)
 
Obama to Rule on Chinese-Owned Company’s Wind-Farm Bid (Bloomberg)
 
US FERC's Moeller suggests tying PTC to whether wind is there when needed (Platts)
 
Puff, the Magic Drag on the Economy: Time to let the pernicious production tax credit for wind power
blow away (WSJ)
 
Solar Means Business (HuffPo)
 
Response To EPRINC Study: “Ethanol’s Lost Promise” (Renewable Fuels Association)
 
Slow and Underfunded, EPA Program Falls Short in Toxic Site Cleanups (Stateline)
 
Army Corps keeps Ambre Energy's Oregon coal export project on fast track for now (Oregonian)
 
 
Sequestration
Pa. prepares to defend military bases from cuts (AP)
 
 
Education
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http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444517304577653403069902104.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rhone-resch/solar-means-business_1_b_1884565.html?utm_hp_ref=business&ir=Business
http://www.ethanolrfa.org/exchange/entry/response-to-eprinc-study-ethanols-lost-promise/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New+Oil+Industry+Paper+Favors+Gasoline+Imports+Higher+Diesel+Prices+Over+RFS&utm_content=New+Oil+Industry+Paper+Favors+Gasoline+Imports+Higher+Diesel+Prices+Over+RFS+CID_7d3f70bd622c54f2a8423feb122b4991
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/best-of-statereads-slow-and-underfunded-epa-program-falls-short-in-toxic-site-cleanups-85899418137
http://www.oregonlive.com/environment/index.ssf/2012/09/army_corps_keeps_ambre_energys.html
http://www.goerie.com/article/20120918/NEWS06/309189961/Pa-prepares-to-defend-military-bases-from-cuts



Heritage: Duncan Not Truthful on Republican Education Plans (Education News)
 
Chicago Strike Shows Rifts Over Move To Grading Teachers (Bloomberg)
 
New Studies Dissect School Turnarounds (EdWeek)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Wisconsin Attorney General J.B. Van Hollen asks for stay in union law ruling (Post Crescent)
 
 
Immigration
Police can start enforcing Ariz. immigration law, judge rules (Arizona Republic)
 
 
Healthcare
State Perspectives On Building Information Technology For Health Reform (Health Affairs)
 
Fixing Health Care Calls for Evolution, Not Intelligent Design (Heritage)
 
Slowing Medicare Spending Growth: Reaching for Common Ground (American Journal of Managed
Care)
 
Report: Disability benefits wrongly awarded (The Hill)
 
How Obesity Threatens America’s Future (Trust for America’s Health)
 
Over next two decades, obesity could cost us $550 billion (Washington Post)
 
Study: Obesity rate to jump (Politico)
 
Unchecked Rise In Obesity Will Be Costly To States, Report Says (KHN)
 
Study: US will have 39 'majority-obese' states by the year 2030 (The Hill)
 
Health care costs to bulge along with U.S. waistlines (CNN)
 
The Emerging Obamacare Truth Is Disarray (RCP)
 

http://www.educationnews.org/education-policy-and-politics/heritage-duncan-not-truthful-on-republican-education-plans/
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-09-19/chicago-strike-shows-rifts-over-move-to-grading-teachers
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/09/19/04turnaround.h32.html?tkn=XUWFnUWxCuy%2Bj2wthGxREimSwLtnaaXGBAS6&cmp=clp-edweek
http://www.postcrescent.com/viewart/20120919/APC010401/309190271/Van-Hollen-asks-stay-union-law-ruling?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|APC-Politics%20&%20Elections
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/2012/09/18/20120918arizona-immigration-law-police-can-start-enforcing-judge-rules.html?nclick_check=1
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/09/18/state-perspectives-on-building-information-technology-for-health-reform/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=state-perspectives-on-building-information-technology-for-health-reform
http://www.heritage.org/research/commentary/2012/09/fixing-health-care-calls-for-evolution-not-intelligent-design
http://www.ajmc.com/publications/issue/2012/2012-8-vol18-n8/Slowing-Medicare-Spending-Growth-Reaching-for-Common-Ground
http://www.ajmc.com/publications/issue/2012/2012-8-vol18-n8/Slowing-Medicare-Spending-Growth-Reaching-for-Common-Ground
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/other/250111-report-disability-benefits-wrongly-awarded
http://tfah.org/assets/files/TFAH2012FasInFat18.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/18/over-next-two-decades-obesity-could-cost-us-550-billion/?wprss=rss_business
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0912/81357.html?hp=r6
http://capsules.kaiserhealthnews.org/index.php/2012/09/unchecked-rise-in-obesity-will-be-costly-to-states-report-says/
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/public-global-health/250163-study-us-obesity-poor-health-soon-to-skyrocket-
http://www.cnn.com/2012/09/18/health/us-obesity/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.realclearmarkets.com/articles/2012/09/19/the_emerging_obamacare_truth_is_disarray_99890.html
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BLS Job Numbers
Jobless rates up in 26 states, down in 12 in Aug; payroll jobs up in 28 states, down in 21 (BLS)
 
In August, 1,267 mass layoff actions affected 127,454 workers (BLS)
 
 
Recommended Read
RGA Statement on H.J. Res. 118 (RGA)
 
 
Budget and Tax
U.S. State, City Debt Grows for First Time Since 2010, Fed Says (Bloomberg)
 
 
Energy & Environment
Fighting off the war on coal (Politic0)
 
Corbett: Pa. drilling opponents are 'unreasoning' (AP)
 
Fighting to end President Obama's war on coal (The Hill)
 
Federal regulator: Idaho Power must buy wind power (SacBee)
 
Pennsylvania Grandmothers Star in Global Fracking Debate (Bloomberg)
 
 
Education
Legislators generous with scholarships before start of ban (Chicago Tribune)
 
 
Jobs & Economic Development
Walker traveling to Texas to meet with investors (AP)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
The Federal Excise Tax on Gasoline and the Highway Trust Fund: A Short History (CRS)
 
Ex-CEO wants U.S. out of GM (Detroit Free-Press)

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/laus.nr0.htm
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/mmls.nr0.htm
http://www.rga.org/homepage/rga-statement-on-h-j-res-118/
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-09-20/u-s-state-city-debt-grows-for-first-time-since-2010-fed-says.html
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0912/81492.html
http://www.seattlepi.com/news/article/Corbett-Pa-drilling-opponents-are-unreasoning-3879236.php
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/energy-a-environment/250781-fighting-to-end-president-obamas-war-on-coal
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/09/20/4839031/federal-regulator-idaho-power.html#storylink=cpy
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-09-21/pennsylvania-grandmothers-star-in-global-fracking-debate.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/ct-met-lawmaker-scholarships-ending-0919-20120921,0,652895.story
http://www.weau.com/home/headlines/Walker-traveling-to-Texas-to-meet-with-investors-170569836.html
http://images.politico.com/global/2012/09/120920_crsreport.html
http://www.freep.com/article/20120921/BUSINESS01/309210058/Ex-CEO-wants-U-S-out-of-GM



 
FMCSA shuts down a Kansas trucking company for hours-of-service violations (Trucking)
 
Council gives bus service green light (Columbus Dispatch)
 
 
Healthcare
Paul Ryan: "Why Romney-Ryan Medicare Plan Is Better For Seniors" (RFP)
 
Gov. Jindal Slams Obama Health Law (WSJ)
 
Insurance Companies Send Out Rebate Checks; Economists Get Nervous (NPR)
 
Jindal: CBO mandate report proof of broken promises (Politico Pro) $
 
Strassel: The Love Song of AARP and Obama (WSJ)
 
AARP sells out seniors for 'Obamacare' (Politico)
 
Kansas HIE to hand over authority to the state (AP)
 
Virginia’s top health official discusses federal health care overhaul (Washington Post)
 
N.Y. Accused of $15 Billion Fraud Scheme (WSJ)
 
Sebelius Misleads the Public on Medicare Advantage (Heritage)
 
House panel passes bill to ease rules on insurers, brokers (The Hill)
 
Backers Planning Push For Medicaid Expansion (GA Health News)
 
Mississippi revisits Medicaid expansion (Politico Pro) $
 
What Is Driving U.S. Health Care Spending? America’s Unsustainable Health Care Cost Growth (BPC)
 
 

http://www.truckinginfo.com/news/news-detail.asp?news_id=78074&news_category_id=3&utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Enewsletter
http://www.cdispatch.com/news/article.asp?aid=19055
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://www.mittromney.com/news/press/2012/09/paul-ryan-why-romney-ryan-medicare-plan-better-seniors
http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2012/09/20/gov-jindal-slams-obama-health-law/?KEYWORDS=health+reform
http://www.npr.org/blogs/money/2012/09/20/161373271/insurance-companies-send-out-rebate-checks-economists-get-nervous
https://www.politicopro.com/story/healthcare/?id=14294
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444165804578008413907642282.html?mod=rss_opinion_main
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0912/81497.html?hp=l14
http://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/kansas-hie-hand-over-authority-state
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginias-top-health-official-to-discuss-federal-health-care-overhaul/2012/09/20/4cb57314-02f4-11e2-9132-f2750cd65f97_story.html
http://professional.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444620104578008894203882304.html?KEYWORDS=medicare&mg=reno64-wsj#printMode
http://blog.heritage.org/2012/09/20/sebelius-misleads-the-public-on-medicare-advantage/
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/250729-house-panel-passes-bill-to-ease-rules-on-insurers-brokers
http://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2012/09/backers-plan-push-medicaid-expansion/
https://www.politicopro.com/story/healthcare/?id=14304
http://bipartisanpolicy.org/library/staff-paper/what-driving-us-health-care-spending
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Recommended Read
Gov. Corbett has stood tall and made tough decisions (Patriot News)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Isaac could eat into La. Budget (The Advocate)
 
Mich. may lose $1B if U.S. goes off fiscal cliff (Detroit News)
 
 
Energy and Environment
‘A new name, a new company, a new future’ for Sunoco plant (Delco Times)
 
In New Jersey, Christie Vetoes Anti-Fracking Bill (Stateline)
 
Power, Pollution and the Internet (NYT)
 
Romney turning focus to domestic energy production and trade (LA Times)
 
Congressional Waste-to-Energy Program Gets Positive Report Card (AP)
 
Wind power tax credit is vital to jobs (Politico)
 
 
Education
Georgia teachers slow to retire (Augusta Chronicle)
 
State Scholarship Changes Could Cost Students (Stateline)
 
What Do Teachers Deserve? In Idaho, Referendum May Offer Answer (NYT)
 
Bill would allow N.J. private colleges the same land-use privileges as state schools (New Jersey Star-
Ledger)
 
Daniels tackles skeptics, prepares for Purdue job (Courier Press)
 
 
Jobs & Economic Development
Iowa Lt. Governor departing for Germany on mission (Muscatine Journal)

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
http://www.pennlive.com/editorials/index.ssf/2012/09/gov_corbett_has_stood_tall_and.html
http://theadvocate.com/news/3954485-123/isaac-could-eat-into-la
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20120924/POLITICS02/209240335/1022/POLITICS/Mich-may-lose-1B-U-S-goes-off-fiscal-cliff
http://www.delcotimes.com/articles/2012/09/20/news/doc505a8d2dc7ef4580386307.txt
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/in-new-jersey-christie-vetoes-anti-fracking-bill-85899418995
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/23/technology/data-centers-waste-vast-amounts-of-energy-belying-industry-image.html?smid=tw-share&pagewanted=all
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-pn-romney-domestic-energy-and-trade-20120923,0,4601296.story
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09/24/congress-waste-to-energy_n_1908838.html
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0912/81570.html#ixzz27PNS9JMW
http://chronicle.augusta.com/news/government/2012-09-24/georgia-teachers-slow-retire?v=1348472102
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/state-scholarship-changes-could-cost-students-85899419000
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/24/us/idaho-education-overhaul-is-subject-of-referendum.html?ref=us
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/09/bill_would_allow_nj_private_co.html
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/09/bill_would_allow_nj_private_co.html
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2012/sep/22/daniels-tackles-skeptics-prepares-purdue-job/
http://muscatinejournal.com/news/state-and-regional/iowa/iowa-lt-governor-departing-for-germany-on-mission/article_098efb5f-ac96-58ea-85fa-3ff7e586e30c.html



 
New Mexico Lt. Gov. John Sanchez on trade mission to Germany (The Republic)
 
Sandoval announces deals in China with 2 Nevada firms, Desert Research Institute (The Republic)
 
Government jobs disappearing while private sector begins to hire (Cleveland News)
 
Jobless rate in Utah falls to 5.8 percent (Deseret News)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Report on DOT’s oversight of the TIGER program (US DOT)
 
Google car zooms toward legal status (Bay Citizen)
 
Gov. Christie signs construction permit extension act, among other bills (New Jersey Star-Ledger)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Republicans are getting tougher on unions. But so, too, are Democrats (Economist)
 
Pension Crisis Looms Despite Cuts (WSJ)
 
Teacher pension costs going up (Quad-City Times)
 
Missouri to pay more for state worker pensions (The Kansas City Star)
 
 
Immigration
Ariz. asks court to turn away immigration law foes (AZ Daily Sun)
 
 
Healthcare
Liking It or Not, States Prepare for Health Law (NYT)
 
A New Health Care Initiative in Arkansas (Stateline)
 
How Block Grants Can Make Medicaid Work (Manhattan Institute)
 
Bill to repeal health insurance tax hits 218 co-sponsors (The Hill)
 
Ryan at the AARP: The real story is that he didn't trim his ideas and still won applause (WSJ)
 
Is acupuncture essential health care? Weight-loss surgery? Under Obamacare, states choose
(Washington Post)
 
Report: Medicaid expansion could add 111,500 in ID (Idaho Statesman)
 

http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/9376a3e7182e4bba8ac13e1ac591f41f/NM--Lt-Governor-Germany
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/250dcd72a55342baa959962adb84e882/NV--Nevada-Trade-Mission
http://www.cleveland.com/business/index.ssf/2012/09/government_jobs_disappearing_w.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/765606000/Jobless-rate-in-Utah-falls-to-58-percent.html
http://www.oig.dot.gov/sites/dot/files/TIGR%20Grants%20Final%20Report%2009202012.pdf
http://www.baycitizen.org/transportation/story/google-car-zooms-toward-legal-status/
http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/09/gov_christie_signs_constructio.html
http://www.economist.com/node/21563315?fsrc=scn/tw/te//pe/friendslikethese
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443890304578010752828935688.html
http://qctimes.com/news/state-and-regional/illinois/teacher-pension-costs-going-up/article_f7b797e6-0467-11e2-adfe-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.kansascity.com/2012/09/23/3829538/missouri-to-pay-more-for-state.html
http://azdailysun.com/news/state-and-regional/ariz-asks-court-to-turn-away-immigration-law-foes/article_d521e082-2323-5cb6-9fad-9a6a68516879.html
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/24/us/like-it-or-not-states-prepare-for-health-law.html?_r=2
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/a-new-health-care-initiative-in-arkansas-85899418993
http://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/ir_24.htm#.UGCSf7KPVX1
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/taxes-and-fees/251069-bill-to-repeal-health-insurance-tax-hits-218-cosponsors
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444813104578014243421799324.html?mod=rss_opinion_main
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/22/is-acupuncture-essential-health-care-weight-loss-surgery-under-obamacare-states-must-choose/?wprss=rss_business
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/09/22/2282232/report-medicaid-expansion-could.html
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Recommended Read
The Great California Exodus: A Closer Look (Manhattan Institute)
 
County Governments Revolt Against Gov. Martin O'Malley (ATR)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Gov. Robert Bentley calls for support of federal legislation on internet sales tax collection (Birmingham
News)
 
North Dakota oil tax "Legacy Fund" tops $500M in assets (Bismarck Tribune)
 
Assembly Republicans revive Christie's plans to reduce property taxes (New Jersey News)
 
Gov. Snyder's emergency manager law can change public-spending culture, Grand Rapids-area leaders
say (Michigan Live)
 
SC probably won’t need to cut budget during first quarter (The State)
 
South Carolina Revenues up 3 Percent (Greenville Online)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Judge rejects NY gas drilling lawsuit against feds (AP)
 
Fracking Regulations In States Leave Wells Without Inspection, Environmental Group Says (Huffington
Post)
 
Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin continues support for wind production tax credit (NewsOK)
 
Mississippi governor to lead energy board (AP)

Florida’s Top Energy Official Touts CNG Facility (Nopetro)
 
European Solar Group Seeks Wider China Trade Inquiry (NYT)
 
Midwest drought: how engineered corn saved some farmers from disaster (Christian Science Monitor)
 
 

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
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http://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/cr_71.htm#.UGMUVbKPVX2
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http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/09/assembly_republicans_revive_ch.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2012/09/michigan_decides_2012_proposal.html
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http://www.boston.com/business/news/2012/09/25/judge-rejects-gas-drilling-lawsuit-against-feds/7twDdbd2LMNdypxXMvxPHM/story.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09/25/fracking-regulations-states-wells_n_1914527.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09/25/fracking-regulations-states-wells_n_1914527.html
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-continues-support-for-wind-production-tax-credit/article/3712886#ixzz27aTFMB9i
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-09-25/mississippi-governor-to-lead-energy-board
http://www.nopetro.com/news12_09_25.shtml
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/26/business/global/european-solar-group-wants-expanded-inquiry-into-china.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2012/0925/Midwest-drought-how-engineered-corn-saved-some-farmers-from-disaster



Education
Maryland is No. 1 in education spending and centralization — not in results (Baltimore Sun)
 
CPS, teachers end legal battles in new contract (Chicago Tribune)
 
Indiana schools chief wants district-level accountability (Evansville Courier & Press)
 
Brownback, economic advisers consider goals of KU, K-State (LJ World)
 
Sorry, kids! N.J. bill to extend school day, year moves forward (New Jersey Newsroom)
 
Educators say linking welfare to school attendance could be effective tool against truancy (Michigan Live)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
A Review of the Aviation Industry, 2008–2011 (US DOT)
 
Politics, money holding up NextGen (Politico)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Business leaders tell Brownback to publicize tax cuts to businesses (LJ World)
 
Christie dismisses minimum wage hike plan, committees move dozens of bills (North Jersey News)
 
 
Immigration
9th Circuit denies bid to block part of Arizona law (AP)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Study says Iowa could save millions on benefits (Quad-City Times)
 
 
Healthcare
Why the Health Care Tax Credit Eludes Many Small Businesses (NYT)
 
Hatch: States need exchange details (Politico Pro) $
 
Hatch presses HHS for details on federal exchange (The Hill)
 
Medicare Coupons, Strokes, and Heart Attacks (National Review)
 
The IRS Has Gone Rogue (National Review)
 
Branding Health Insurance Exchanges To Make The Sale (KHN)
 
Jonathan Gruber's New 'Analysis' of Obamacare and Romney's Health-Reform Plan (Forbes)
 
Conservatives try again to lower health costs by minimizing lawsuits (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
Insurance regulator asks Brownback to set health exchange ‘benchmark’ (Kansas City Star)
 
Kan. gov. asked to set health exchange 'benchmark' (CBS)
 
Utah Gov. issues health challenge to state workers (Salt Lake Tribune)

http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2012-09-24/news/bs-ed-education-environment-20120924_1_education-week-thornton-commission-maryland
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/education/ct-met-cps-board-meeting-0926-20120926,0,6539719.story
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2012/sep/25/indiana-schools-chief-wants-district-level-account/
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2012/sep/25/brownback-economic-advisors-consider-goals-ku-k-st/?kansas_legislature
http://www.newjerseynewsroom.com/state/sorry-kids-nj-bill-to-extend-school-day-year-moves-forward
http://www.mlive.com/education/index.ssf/2012/09/educators_say_linking_welfare.html
http://www.oig.dot.gov/sites/dot/files/Aviation%20Industry%20Performance%5E9-24-12.pdf
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0912/81660.html?hp=r6
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2012/sep/25/business-leaders-tell-brownback-publicize-tax-cuts/?kansas_legislature
http://www.northjersey.com/news/state/Christie_dismisses_minimum_wage_hike_plan_committees_move_dozens_of_bills.html
http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2012/09/25/9th-circuit-denies-bid-to-block-part-of-arizona-law/
http://qctimes.com/news/state-and-regional/iowa/study-says-iowa-could-save-millions-on-benefits/article_cc78f244-afdf-5c2b-ba08-0079366611ea.html
http://www.thestate.com/2012/07/18/2357668/pension-reforms-put-state-in-stronger.html#.UAa6qWHY__N
http://boss.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/25/why-the-health-care-tax-credit-eludes-many-small-businesses/
https://www.politicopro.com/login/
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/258663-hatch-presses-hhs-fo-details-on-federal-exchange
http://www.nationalreview.com/critical-condition/328497/medicare-coupons-strokes-and-heart-attacks-robert-moffit
http://www.nationalreview.com/blogs/print/328523
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2012/September/25/california-health-insurance-exchange.aspx
http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/09/25/jonathan-grubers-new-analysis-of-obamacare-and-romneys-health-reform-plan/
http://onlineathens.com/local-news/2012-09-25/conservatives-try-again-lower-health-costs-minimizing-lawsuits
http://www.kansascity.com/2012/09/25/3833826/brownback-is-asked-to-set-health.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-505245_162-57520139/kan-gov-asked-to-set-health-exchange-benchmark/
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/news/54964996-78/health-state-challenge-utah.html.csp


 
AHA: New tax-exempt rules too taxing for hospitals (FierceHC)
 
Arkansas governor changes course on health care (AP)
 
Health Firms Size Up Election Outcomes (WSJ)

http://www.fiercehealthcare.com/story/aha-new-tax-exempt-rules-too-taxing-hospitals/2012-09-25?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jb0RunqvOPrCdiuVeoC_cnJbGluw?docId=5727a45967d04576b5df2ed2542cd7e4
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444180004578018781205887420.html?mod=WSJ_hpp_LEFTTopStories
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Budget and Tax
Survey: As State Budgets Improve, So Does Trust in Government (Stateline)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Gas-products pipeline to advance Marcus Hook refinery’s rebirth (Philly.com)
 
Georgia Power to buy more solar (AJC)
 
Feds deny request for NM transmission project (AP)
 
U.S. Pumps Most Oil Since 1997 as Energy Independence Grows (Bloomberg)
 
EPA issues fines for 2 Idaho gas delivery companies charged with clean air violations (The Republic)
 
Environmental groups challenge expansion of West Elk Mine (Denver Post)
 
 
Education
Search for Florida education chief is extended to find better candidates (Miami Herald)
 
Clayton school board chairwoman says governor may need to step in (Atlanta Journal-Constitution)
 
 
Jobs & Economic Development
Ad campaign aims to get businesses to move to Wis. (AP)
 
ND gov. outlines housing plan to deal with growth (Bloomberg)
 
Provo Stars in Utah’s Economic Recovery (Stateline)
 
Analysis: Governor Christie’s affordable housing policy in flux (The Record)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Highway funding reaches a crossroads (Greenville)
 
Highway Toll Hikes Inflate Prices, Slow Recovery (Fiscal Times)

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/survey-as-state-budgets-improve-so-does-trust-in-government-85899419826
http://articles.philly.com/2012-09-26/business/34103609_1_ethane-sunoco-logistics-pipeline-project
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Labor and Pensions
Ohio governor signs legislation shoring up 5 public pension funds covering 1.8M people (AP)
 
 
Immigration
Detroit will remove citizenship box from ballot applications, defies Secretary of State Ruth Johnson
(Mlive)
 
Arizona sheriff loses appeal on immigration law limit (Az Capitol Times)
 
 
Healthcare
Romney: Replacing Obamacare with Real Health Care Reform (NEJM)
 
Obama: Securing the Future of American Health Care (NEJM)
 
Governor: The feds, not South Dakota, will set up a health insurance exchange (Argus Leader)
 
Big Firms Overhaul Health Coverage (WSJ)
 
Obamacare will end Medicare as we know it (Washington Times)
 
Poll: Younger Americans More Receptive Than Seniors To GOP Medicare Plan (KHN)
 
Report: Medicaid boost would save Arizona Money (The AZ Republic)
 

http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/6ff919470e594be29213676cd8560a81/OH--Public-Pensions-Ohio
http://www.mlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/09/detroit_will_remove_citizenshi.html
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Budget and Tax
Buying a new car? Sales tax would drop under bill approved by Michigan House (Michigan Live)
 
Christie to Veto Every Spending Bill Until Tax Cut Passes (Bloomberg)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Corbett: Shale gas will lead industrial resurgence (Central Penn Business)
 
ICYMI: Shale Gas Insight Highlights (North Central PA)
 
Not much new in Wyoming fracturing study (Fuel Fix)
 
Colorado's push to update oil and gas drilling rules irks industry (Denver Post)
 
Support Slips for More Rules as Gas-Frackers Campaign (Bloomberg)
 
US Eximbank OKs $5 bln loan for Saudi petrochemical site (Reuters)
 
Keystone XL gets new boss (Journal-Star)
 
NV Energy buying its renewable energy outside of Nevada, undercutting efforts to spur in-state
development (Las Vegas Sun)
 
 
Education
Supreme Court may limit use of race in college admissions (WaPost)
 
SAT, ACT: Most high school kids lack skills for college (USA Today)
 
 
Jobs & Economic Development
Haley keeps focus on economy, says state is 'doing better' (Greenville Online)
 
Last Quarter’s Growth Is Revised Down Sharply (NYT)
 
US economic growth slowed to 1.3 percent in second quarter (The Hill)
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http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2012/sep/28/nv-energy-buying-its-renewable-energy-outside-neva/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/decision2012/supreme-court-may-limit-use-of-race-in-college-admissions/2012/09/27/3d9c69fa-065a-11e2-afff-d6c7f20a83bf_story.html
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012/09/24/high-school-kids-lack-skills-for-college-workplace/57836602/1
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U.S. States Showing Gains in Economic Health Hit Nine-Month Low (Bloomberg)
 
 
Sequestration
Romney says he'll halt deep defense cuts (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
Panetta would take 'whatever the hell deal’ possible to avoid cuts (The Hill)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Report: Public workers earn more (Santa Fe New Mexican)
 
 
Immigration
Brewer files papers to get harboring ruling reversed (East Valley Tribune)
 
 
Healthcare
RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell: How Much Longer Will the President Ignore Governors? (RGA)
 
Strengthening Medicare: A Primer on Competitive Bidding (Senate Finance)
 
State Health Insurance Plans Due to Feds (Stateline)
 
Nevada Division of Insurance Seeking Public Input on Essential Health Benefits (NV News Bureau)
 
Implementing Health Reform: The Multi-State Plan Program (Health Affairs)
 
Families USA's Fatally Flawed Comparison of Obamacare and Romney's Health-Reform Plan (Forbes)
 
State's Obamacare vision, dental mandate in flux (Topeka Capital-Journal)
 
What President Obama isn't saying about Medicare (Politico)
 
Evan Bayh: ObamaCare's Tax Raid on Medical Devices (WSJ)
 
HHS awards $220 million in healthcare implementation grants (The Hill)
 
Md. health reform panel approves state health plan as benchmark in health care reform (Washington
Post)
 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-09-28/u-s-states-showing-gains-in-economic-health-hit-nine-month-low.html
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/news/2012/sep/28/tdmain01-romney-says-hell-halt-deep-defense-cuts-ar-2240560/
http://thehill.com/blogs/defcon-hill/budget-appropriations/259037-panetta-id-take-whatever-the-hell-deal-thats-possible-on-sequestration
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/Local%20News/092812stateworkers#.UGWP91HYaF8
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/arizona/article_e71fe5a8-0905-11e2-a449-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.rga.org/homepage/rga-chairman-bob-mcdonnell-how-much-longer-will-the-president-ignore-governors/
http://www.finance.senate.gov/newsroom/ranking/release/?id=47cbf604-c798-442e-9c23-70f4176b3154
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/state-health-insurance-plans-due-to-feds-85899420116
http://carsonnow.org/xfeed/09/24/2012/nevada-division-insurance-seeking-public-input-essential-health-benefits
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/09/27/implementing-health-reform-the-multi-state-plan-program/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=implementing-health-reform-the-multi-state-plan-program
http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/09/27/families-usas-fatally-flawed-comparison-of-obamacare-and-romneys-health-reform-plan/
http://cjonline.com/news/2012-09-27/states-obamacare-vision-dental-mandate-flux
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0912/81757.html?hp=f3
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444620104578012281306687070.html?mod=rss_opinion_main
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/258993-hhs-awards-220-million-in-healthcare-implementation-grants
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Recommended Read
Race for the statehouse: Gov. races remain tight (Politico)
 
Herbert for guv (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Analysis: Christie's revenue bet could pay off (The Record)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Want a job? Look to the energy field (USA Today)
 
Oil and gas safety summit will feature training, Governor award (Star Tribune)
 
Obama cites national security to block Chinese purchase of wind farm (Politico)
 
Power Outages Threaten State's Refineries (Texas Tribune)
 
Gas Drilling Boom Rattles Russia (AP)
 
Shift by Cuomo on Gas Drilling Prompts Both Anger and Praise (NY Times)
 
 
Education
Colleges push to keep students moving ahead (Tennessean)
 
Daniels says he'd like to try teaching at Purdue (AP)
 
 
Jobs & Economic Development
McDonnell working to cut backlog of regulations (AP)
 
Brewer to address business forum in Canada (AP)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Drought Hits Shippers on Great Lakes (WSJ)
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Healthcare
GOP governors push Obama for health law details (The Hill)
 
Arizona seeking help for Medicaid program (AZ Republic)
 
New welfare time limit cuts thousands from rolls, heightens focus on work programs (BDN)
 
Wyoming lawmakers looking at Medicaid eligibility (AP)
 
ObamaCare Is Pro-Market Like the Berlin Wall Was Pro-Migrant (CATO)
 
Why Medicare Premium Support Would Not Cost Future Beneficiaries $6,400 More (Heritage)
 
ACA tries carrots, sticks on hospitals (Politico)
 
2,200 hospitals face Medicare penalties averaging $125K for patients returning with problems (WaPo)
 
States Moving Ahead On Defining ‘Essential’ Health Insurance Benefits Under Federal Law (KHN)
 
Confronting the Problem of Long-term Care (Heritage)
 
Eye's Turn To Arkansas' Bold Effort To Cut Medicaid Costs, Add Transparency (KHN)
 

http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/259219-gop-governors-push-obama-for-health-law-details
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/2012/09/28/20120928arizona-medicaid-program-help.html?nclick_check=1
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2200-hospitals-face-medicare-penalties-averaging-125k-for-patients-returning-with-problems/2012/10/01/393fbe0a-0ba2-11e2-97a7-45c05ef136b2_print.html
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Recommended Read
10 quotes that haunt President Obama (Politico)
 
The 60th Vote Regrets (WSJ)
 
Martin O’Malley, Bob McDonnell in push-up duel? (Politico)
 
 
Budget and Tax
The Romney Tax Plan: Not a Tax Hike on the Middle Class (AEI)
 
Farmer loans, prison security upgrades among $36.1 million in projects added to state budget
(mlive.com)
 
House GOP touts tax cut (The Detroit News)
 
 
Fiscal Cliff
‘Fiscal cliff' would spike taxes on most Americans, report says (LA Times)
 
Leaders at Work on Plan to Avert Mandatory Cuts (NYT)
 
 
Energy and Environment
McDonnell's energy conference begins today (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
Joint statement on emissions from shipping (European Commission)
 
Pickens: An energy plan without action isn't a plan (Denver Post)
 
CEI sues EPA over ‘non-public’ emails (Politico Pro) $
 
Airline in oil patch says it no longer needs taxpayer help to fly to ND city (AP)
 
U.S. seeks to stamp out deceptive "green" advertising (Reuters)
 
Shell hopeful on Arctic drilling despite setback (Juneau Empire)
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http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/02/us/senate-leaders-at-work-on-plan-to-avert-fiscal-cliff.html
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/virginia-politics/2012/oct/02/mcdonnells-energy-conference-begins-today-ar-2251140/
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/news/articles/news_2012100101_en.htm
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http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/10/01/us-ftc-environment-idUSBRE89017920121001
http://juneauempire.com/state/2012-10-01/shell-hopeful-arctic-drilling-despite-setback#.UGrY-1HYaF8



 
Education
Idaho suit takes on school fees (Spokesman-Review)
 
Kansas schools’ achievement gap widening, but less than originally thought (Wichita Eagle)
 
State to overhaul pre-K (The Advocate)
 
Prepaid college tuition program ‘College Illinois’ up and running again (Chicago Tribune)
 
 
Jobs & Economic Development
Almost 2,400 Millionaires Pocketed Unemployment Benefits (Bloomberg)
 
Where the jobs will be: Mining, health care (Anchorage Daily News)
 
Report: Georgia manufacturing up slightly (Atlanta Business Chronicle)
 
Idaho personal income up slightly in 2nd quarter (Idaho Statesman)
 
 
Labor & Pensions
Chicago teachers to vote on new contract (Chicago Tribune)
 
Detroit workers striking in defiance of federal court order: 'We're not going anywhere' (mlive.com)
 
Christie, second-largest public employee union come to terms (Star-Ledger)
 
 
Healthcare
Administration Advises States to Expand Medicaid or Risk Losing Federal Money (NY Times)
 
Many states not prepared for health-care law (Wash Post)
 
The Commonwealth Fund Makes It Up, Again (National Review)
 
Medicare’s status quo: No, we can’t (The Hill)
 
Supreme Court eyes health care law again (Politico)
 
Gov. Phil Bryant: The truth about Obamacare in Mississippi (Washington Times)
 
Bentley refuses to comply with health care exchange deadline (al.com)
 
Ariz. Seeks Medicaid coverage extension (AZ Daily Sun)
 
Can Florida’s Medicaid reform plan be the model for the nation? (Miami Herald)
 
W.Va. raises more question about health care law (AP)
 
Medicaid providers employ excluded docs, OIG says (FierceHealth)
 
 
Voter ID
Judge nearly out of time to decide fate of state’s voter ID law (Patriot-News)

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2012/oct/02/idaho-suit-takes-on-school-fees/
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http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/02/us/us-advises-states-to-expand-medicaid-or-risk-losing-funds.html?ref=us&_r=0
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/decision2012/many-states-not-prepared-for-health-care-law/2012/10/01/4e1cced4-0c07-11e2-bb5e-492c0d30bff6_story.html
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/328988/commonwealth-fund-makes-it-again-grace-marie-turner
http://thehill.com/opinion/op-ed/259609-medicares-status-quo-no-we-cant
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1012/81860.html
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/oct/1/the-truth-about-obamacare-in-mississippi-taxpayers/?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS
http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/10/bentley_refuses_to_comply_with.html
http://azdailysun.com/news/state-and-regional/ariz-seeks-medicaid-coverage-extension/article_b2b68691-779b-5c7f-9a28-fbef61299e72.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/2012/09/29/3026293/can-floridas-medicaid-reform-plan.html
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/W-Va-raises-more-question-about-health-care-law-3910191.php
http://www.fiercehealthcare.com/story/medicaid-providers-employ-excluded-docs-oig-says/2012-10-01?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/10/post_435.html


 
State’s high court takes voter registration law (Concord Monitor)
 
Fort Lauderdale judge hears arguments in voter-purge case (Miami Herald)
 

http://www.concordmonitor.com/article/358628/states-high-court-takes-voter-registration-law
http://www.miamiherald.com/2012/10/01/3029686/fort-lauderdale-judge-hears-arguments.html
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Recommended Read
Daniels transfers $360 million of Indiana surplus into pension funds (Evansville Courier & Press)
 
NM governor takes action after seeing baby left unattended in car outside a Santa Fe store (The
Republic)
 
 
BLS Jobs Report
Jobless Rate Below 8 Percent, Lowest Since Obama Took Office (National Journal)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Five pension funds split $360 million from surplus state reserves (In.gov)
 
As economy improves, state predicts a 5 percent increase in tax collections in 2013 (AZ Capitol Times)
 
Proposition 117 seeks to limit increases in property valuation for taxes (AZ Capitol Times)
 
Gov. Christie keeps promise to cut Newark aid; city will receive $10M (NJ News)
 
Va. sales-tax holiday for energy-efficient products starts today (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
Study: Indiana's per-capita debt is among the lowest in nation (Indy Star)
 

 
Energy and Environment
Sullivan: Significant progress made on major Alaska gas line, more work to do (The Republic)
 
Alaskans receive Permanent Fund dividends by direct deposit (Anchorage Daily News)
 
Florida Supreme Court justices seem to back advance fee for nuke plants (Tampa Bay Times)
 
Bryant unfolds roadmap to develop Mississippi energy (Hattiesburg American)
 
Cutting Utah air pollution key for business, health (Salt-Lake Tribune)
 
Cash-strapped states weigh tax policy on drilling (The Morning Call)
 
Gov. Mary Fallin says Oklahoma has made strong effort to improve energy efficiency (News OK)
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http://www.courierpress.com/news/2012/oct/04/no-headline---staterevenue/
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/6319f789d495490db90536241e1e8d4a/NM--Baby-In-Car-Governor
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/6319f789d495490db90536241e1e8d4a/NM--Baby-In-Car-Governor
http://www.nationaljournal.com/economy/jobless-rate-below-8-percent-lowest-since-obama-took-office-20121005
http://www.in.gov/activecalendar/EventList.aspx?fromdate=10/4/2012&todate=10/17/2012&display=&type=public&eventidn=59374&view=EventDetails&information_id=119819
http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2012/10/04/as-economy-improves-state-predicts-a-5-percent-increase-in-tax-collections-in-2013/
http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2012/10/04/proposition-117-seeks-to-limit-increases-in-property-valuation-for-taxes/
http://www.nj.com/essex/index.ssf/2012/10/gov_christie_keeps_promise_to.html
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2012/oct/05/va-sales-tax-holiday-energy-efficient-products-sta-ar-2259984/
http://www.indystar.com/article/20121003/NEWS05/121003058/Study-Indiana-s-per-capita-debt-among-lowest-nation?odyssey=nav%7Chead&nclick_check=1
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/9363d7668b9147698b13cf107a3c9473/AK--Alaska-Pipeline
http://www.adn.com/2012/10/04/2650302/alaskans-receive-yearly-oil-wealth.html
http://www.tampabay.com/news/business/energy/florida-supreme-court-justices-seem-to-back-advance-fee-for-nuke-plants/1254838
http://www.hattiesburgamerican.com/viewart/20121004/NEWS01/121004010/Bryant-unfolds-roadmap-develop-Mississippi-energy-?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|FRONTPAGE
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/politics/55025904-90/pollution-utah-quality-health.html.csp
http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/pennsylvania/mc-pa-natural-gas-drilling-taxes-20121004,0,4957437.story
http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-says-oklahoma-has-made-strong-effort-to-improve-energy-efficiency/article/3715473



 
Kaydon to shut plant as expiry of energy tax credit looms (Reuters)
 
Idaho nuclear lab fined after workers exposed to radiation (Reuters)
 
California Refiners Ration Gasoline as Prices Near Record (Bloomberg)
 
Energy Company Plans to Frack a Volcano (Wired Science)
 
Washington Supreme Court rules pollution tax is constitutional (Oregon Live)
 
 
Education
Oklahoma lawmakers look to boost community college, CareerTech educations (News OK)
 
School reform issue draws candidates (The Spokesman Review)
 
 
Immigration
U.S. Justice Department, plaintiffs group won't challenge recent Alabama immigration law ruling, state
wants court to reconsider (Alabama News)
 
 
Healthcare
HHS signs $3 million PR contract to promote federal exchange (The Hill)
 
Louisiana Looks to Challenge EHB (Politico Pro) $
 
Medicaid Per Capita Cap Would Shift Costs to States and Place Low-Income Beneficiaries at Risk
(CBPP)
 
ObamaCare’s ‘Essential Health Benefits’: Few States Implement, HHS ‘Is in Clear Violation of the Law’
(CATO)
 
N.J. Senate Tries Anew on Health Exchange That Met Christie Veto (Bloomberg)
 
Bill Haslam won't act on health benefits (Times Free Press)
 
Informed Independents Cool to ObamaCare (WSJ)
 
In the First Presidential Debate, Mitt Romney Told the Truth on Health Care and Obama Tried Not To
(Forbes)
 
Small businesses push back on D.C. insurance-exchange mandate (Washington Post)
 
 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/10/04/kaydon-results-charge-idUSL3E8L46HW20121004
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/10/05/us-usa-idaho-nuclear-idUSBRE89402320121005
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-10-05/california-refiners-ration-gasoline-as-prices-near-record.html
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2012/10/newberry-volcano-fracking/
http://www.oregonlive.com/pacific-northwest-news/index.ssf/2012/10/washington_supreme_court_rules_1.html
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-look-to-boost-community-college-careertech-educations/article/3715907
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2012/oct/05/school-reform-issue-draws-candidates/
http://blog.al.com/breaking/2012/10/us_justice_department_plaintif.html
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/260359-report-hhs-signs-3-million-pr-contract-to-promote-federal-exchange
http://www.politico.com/politicopulse/1012/politicopulse845.html?hp=l6_b4
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/?fa=view&id=3846&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+CBPP-Health+%28CBPP+-+Health%29
http://www.unitedliberty.org/articles/11403-obamacare-s-essential-health-benefits-few-states-implement-hhs-is-in-clear-violation-
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-10-04/n-j-senate-tries-anew-on-health-exchange-that-met-christie-veto.html
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2012/oct/04/haslam-wont-act-on-health-benefits-tennessee/?local
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444004704578032162895356162.html?mod=rss_opinion_main
http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/10/04/in-the-first-presidential-debate-mitt-romney-told-the-truth-on-health-care-and-obama-tried-not-to/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/small-businesses-push-back-on-dc-insurance-exchange-mandate/2012/10/04/c2a9a3ea-0db9-11e2-bd1a-b868e65d57eb_story.html?wprss=rss_business
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Budget and Tax
States Struggle With Unemployment Funds Still in the Red (Stateline)
 
John Boehner wary of lame-duck deficit deal (Politico)

 
 

Energy and Environment
Wind propels more than energy in S.D. (Argus Leader)
 
US Supreme Court takes up case of farmer suing Monsanto (AP)
 
Should Washington Block the Keystone Pipeline? (WSJ)
 
President Signs Cost-Saving Electronic Waste Reporting Legislation into Law (E&C)

Savers Push $374 Billion U.S. Utility Industry to Shift (Bloomberg)
 
Calif. governor takes action as gasoline prices hit new all-time high (Washington Post)
 
Romney’s Goals on Environmental Regulation Would Face Difficult Path (NYT)
 
Glut of Solar Panels Poses a New Threat to China (NYT)
 
Vehicle Production Group recalling 435 M-1 compressed natural gas vehicles (Detroit News)
 
Andrew Cuomo finds middle ground elusive when it comes to hydrofracking (AP)
 
 
Education
Texas Pushes $10,000 Degree (WSJ)
 
New education system could become state’s largest (AP)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Michigan Unions Seek Constitutional Protection (Stateline)
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http://www.argusleader.com/article/20121008/NEWS/310080005/Wind-propels-more-than-energy-S-D-
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5ikxiPMJz_13JVzMMdNR4QN22oRiQ?docId=CNG.0d842be9d4e09346523aa53ea8f03f88.2c1
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443995604578001901362643448.html?mod=WSJ_BigIssuesEducation1012_LeftTopNews
http://energycommerce.house.gov/press-release/president-signs-cost-saving-electronic-waste-reporting-legislation-law
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-10-04/savers-push-374-billion-u-dot-s-dot-utility-industry-to-shift#p2
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/calif-governor-takes-action-as-gasoline-prices-hit-new-all-time-high/2012/10/08/569ab85e-111c-11e2-9a39-1f5a7f6fe945_story.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/07/us/politics/romney-weed-whacker-on-environmental-rules-may-falter.html?_r=2&hp&
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/05/business/global/glut-of-solar-panels-is-a-new-test-for-china.html
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20121005/AUTO01/210050429/1361/Vehicle-Production-Group-recalling-435-M-1-compressed-natural-gas-vehicles
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/article/20121007/NEWS01/310070030/Andrew-Cuomo-fracking?nclick_check=1
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443493304578039040237714224.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
http://www.hollandsentinel.com/newsnow/x738673058/New-education-system-could-become-state-s-largest
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/michigan-unions-seek-constitutional-protection-85899421839



Healthcare
Pennsylvania Governor Corbett Highlights Job Placement Strategies for People with Disabilities at First
Annual Disability Employment Summit (PR Newswire)
 
Insurers Get Ready For Exchanges, But Exchanges May Not Be Ready For Them (KHN)
 
Obstacles for Obama’s health panel (The Hill)
 
Could small businesses skirt Obamacare’s mandates? (Washington Post)
 
Study: Most Seniors’ ER Visits Could Be Avoided (KHN)
 
The Problem of the Uninsured (NBER)

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/pennsylvania-governor-corbett-highlights-job-placement-strategies-for-people-with-disabilities-at-first-annual-disability-employment-summit-172824111.html
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2012/October/05/insurance-industry-health-law-exchanges.aspx?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+khn+%28All+Kaiser+Health+News%29
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/medicare/260609-obstacles-ahead-for-obamas-health-panel
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/10/07/could-small-businesses-skirt-obamacares-mandates/?wprss=rss_business
http://capsules.kaiserhealthnews.org/index.php/2012/10/study-most-seniors-er-visits-could-be-avoided/
http://papers.nber.org/papers/w18444?utm_campaign=ntw&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ntw
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Recommended Read
The Best and Worst Governors on Growth (WSJ)
 
 
2012
Obama v. Romney: Issues Key to States (Pew)
 
Romney’s Strong Debate Performance Erases Obama’s Lead (Pew)
 
8 takeaways from the new Pew poll (Washington Post)
 
 
RGA
Jindal and Christie set to lead Republican Governors Association (CNN)
 
 
Budget and Tax
CEOs wield clout, wage battle to get a budget deal (Politico)
 
Sales tax debate turns to online revenues (AZ Times)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Study looks at wind energy boost for some Dakotas counties (AP)
 
Offshore wind farm plans for NJ blown up and down (NJ.com)
 
Can NY and the U.S. Frack Safely AND Profitably? (Forbes)
 
Barnett Shale Experience Helped Guide Eagle Ford (Fuel Fix)
 
Solar businesses alive and well in New Mexico (AP)
 
California gasoline prices set to plunge as spike ends (Reuters)
 
 
Economic Development and Jobs
How Washington’s Dysfunction Harms Economic Growth (Bloomberg)
 

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
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Education
Governor’s STEM initiative will bring 800 new science, math programs to Iowa communities
(DesMoines Register)
 
Wyoming Board of Education sets education accountability discussion (Billings Gazette)
 
 
Healthcare
Why Mitt Romney's Plan for Pre-Existing Conditions is Better Than Obamacare's (Forbes)
 
Medicaid Expansion: WY awaits date, postpones decisions (WyoFile)
 
Study: Costs will rise on mid-size firms from new healthcare law (The Hill)
 
MedPAC: Continue with geographic Medicare cuts (Fierce Health)
 
 

http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2012/10/08/governors-stem-initiative-will-bring-800-new-science-math-programs-to-iowa-communities/article?gcheck=1&nclick_check=1
http://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/wyoming/wyoming-board-of-education-sets-education-accountability-discussion/article_086b68cd-15b1-5c43-b232-c83aa9daa934.html#ixzz28oeZUDho
http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/10/09/why-mitt-romneys-plan-for-pre-existing-conditions-is-better-than-obamacares/
http://wyofile.com/2012/10/medicaid-expansion-wyoming-awaits-data-postpones-decisions/
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-insurance/260831-study-some-employers-would-see-major-cost-spike-under-healthcare-law
http://www.fiercehealthfinance.com/story/medpac-continue-geographic-medicare-cuts/2012-10-08?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss
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Recommended Read
The Policy Verdict I (NYT)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Georgia aims to collect more tax from online buys (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
Statehouse Live: Brownback sells tax plan in Colorado (LJ World)
 
Illinois: More than $2M in unemployment benefits went to inmates (Chicago Tribune)
 
Agency on track to save $1 million (The Advocate)
 
N.J. moves to combat unemployment benefit fraud (North Jersey News)
 
Christie extends application deadline for tax relief program (New Jersey News)
 
California's dueling tax hikes: 'Nightmare' ahead? (CSM)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Experts: Arizona shielded from California-style spike in gasoline price (AZ Capitol Times)
 
Ohio considering revolving loan fund for natural gas vehicles (Cleveland News)
 
Report: Mid-Atlantic offshore wind industry would create 70,000 jobs, generate billions (WaPost)
 
Treasury watchdog probes solar tax grant program (Reuters)
 
IEA study outlines potential for Iraq to boost oil production (WaPost)
 
 
Economic Development and Jobs
‘Fiscal cliff’ fight already drags on U.S. economy (WaTimes)
 
 
Education
State seeks to double enrollment in charter schools (Orlando Sentinel)

mailto:RGPPC@rgppc.org
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http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/chi-state-more-than-1000-inmates-got-2m-in-unemployment-benefits-20121009,0,2798046.story
http://theadvocate.com/news/4109264-123/agency-on-track-to-save
http://www.northjersey.com/news/NJ_moves_to_combat_unemployment_benefit_fraud.html
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http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2012/10/09/experts-arizona-shielded-from-california-style-spike-in-gasoline-price/
http://www.cleveland.com/business/index.ssf/2012/10/ohio_considering_revolving_loa.html
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http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/10/09/us-usa-solar-investigation-idUSBRE8980YL20121009
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/iea-study-outlines-potential-for-iraq-to-boost-oil-production/2012/10/09/789cecc4-11b7-11e2-ba83-a7a396e6b2a7_story.html
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/oct/9/fiscal-cliff-fight-already-drag-us-economy/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/education/os-charter-schools-expansion-florida-20121009,0,4168913.story



 
Iowa GOP leaders lay out plans for schools (Sioux City Journal)
 
Teachers Union suit goes after law cracking down on public pension abuse (Chicago Tribune)
 
Voters to Decide on Education Laws (Magic Valley Times-News)
 
Opponents of charter schools amendment raise their own questions about tactics of supporters (Atlanta
Journal-Constitution)
 
State to release more school performance data (The Columbus Dispatch)
 
Oklahoma Education Department OKs districts to release A-F grades (News OK)
 
Study faults most colleges and universities for not having stronger general education requirements (Penn
Live)
 
Haley to host conference on higher education (Greenville Online)
 
Va. to release results of new education benchmarks today (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
Kan. governor renews focus to finding school spending efficiencies, improving K-12 outcomes (The
Republic)
 
 
Healthcare
Gary D. Alexander: Pa. helps people with disabilities get jobs (Morning Call)
 
The State by State Impact of ACA Regulations (American Action Forum)
 
Expert: Idaho has no time for state exchange (Idaho Statesman)
 
State launches site on child well-being (The Advocate)
 
No Medicaid decision until after elections (Las Vegas Review-Journal)
 
Joint Task Force Tackles Medicaid Dental Fraud (The Texas Tribune)
 
In New Health Exchange, Human Element Of Customer Service Is Up For Debate (KHN)
 
Study: When health insurance costs rise, productivity drops (WaPost)
 
Examiner Editorial: Companies cut hours and jobs to dodge Obamacare (Washington Examiner)

http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/state-and-regional/iowa/iowa-gop-leaders-lay-out-plans-for-schools/article_39c98aee-2cca-5231-acdd-da9812162ae6.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/chi-teachers-union-suit-goes-after-law-cracking-down-on-public-pension-abuse-20121009,0,3082148.story
http://magicvalley.com/news/local/voters-to-decide-on-education-laws/article_df22e20b-7b71-5799-a5c7-5a32b200c986.html
http://www.ajc.com/news/news/opponents-of-charter-schools-amendment-raise-their/nSYfQ/
http://www.ajc.com/news/news/opponents-of-charter-schools-amendment-raise-their/nSYfQ/
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/10/09/state-to-release-more-school-performance-data.html
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-department-oks-districts-to-release-a-f-grades/article/3717426
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/10/study_faults_most_colleges_and.html
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/10/study_faults_most_colleges_and.html
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/viewart/20121010/NEWS/310100050/Haley-host-conference-higher-education?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|FRONTPAGE
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2012/oct/10/va-release-results-new-education-benchmarks-today-ar-2271719/
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/7e40f3153a6c46b0b03c44edcefc1fe8/KS--School-Efficiencies
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/7e40f3153a6c46b0b03c44edcefc1fe8/KS--School-Efficiencies
http://www.mcall.com/opinion/yourview/mc-hire-people-with-disabilities-alexander-yv-1003-20121002,0,3389868.story
http://americanactionforum.org/sites/default/files/ACA_regs.pdf
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/10/10/2304356/expert-idaho-has-no-time-for-state.html
http://theadvocate.com/news/4108707-123/state-launches-site-on-child
http://www.lvrj.com/news/no-medicaid-decision-until-after-elections-173451521.html
http://www.texastribune.org/texas-health-resources/medicaid/joint-task-force-tackles-medicaid-dental-fraud/
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Recommended Reads
Gov. Sandoval Op-Ed: Change we don’t need (Elko Daily Free Press)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Brownback not ruling out sales tax to close budget lag (Capital-Journal)
 
Stock gains could aid Christie’s tax cut plan (Herald News)
 
Preserving Muni-Bond Tax Exemption is New Group’s Goal (Bloomberg)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Kaisch: Boost natural-gas vehicles (Columbus Dispatch)
 
New EPA Findings Test Fracking Site (WSJ)
 
China rejects US solar panel tariffs as protectionism, says they will hurt clean energy (Washington Post)
 
The 5 Million Green Jobs that weren’t (Businessweek)
 
Arizona hammers water utility over handling of E. coli in San Tan Valley area (Arizona Republic)
 
Iowa ranks high in green jobs report (Des Moines Register)
 
FEMA waives $94.9 million in improper Katrina, other disaster payments (Times-Picayune)
 
Along Gulf Coast, a Downside to Surging Oil Production (Texas Tribune)
 
Pittsylvania uranium resolution fails on split vote (Times-Dispatch)
 
Solyndra investor sought tax break as bankruptcy loomed-filing (Reuters)
 
Lawsuit: Cape Wind threatens endangered species (Boston Herald)
 
 
Economic Development and Jobs
Foreclosures down in Utah according to September RealtyTrac market report (Deseret News)
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http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/10/11/solyndra-taxes-filing-idUSL1E8LAQFP20121011
http://www.bostonherald.com/business/general/view.bg?articleid=1061166707&srvc=rss
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865564165/Foreclosures-down-in-Utah-according-to-September-RealtyTrac-market-report.html



 
Richmond area, Va. Move past foreclosure problem (Times-Dispatch)
 
 
Immigration
Phoenix ID cards urged for migrants (The Arizona Republic)
 
Legal challenge over Utah immigration law nearing end, Attorney General Mark Shurtleff says (Deseret
News)
 
 
Education
Justices Clash on Affirmative Action (WSJ)
 
School board association names own efficiency panel (LJ World)
 
Regents cut retiree health benefits, approve UGA construction (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
Nevada announces extension of education grant (RGJ)
 
Haley convenes conference on higher education (Post and Courier)
 
SC governor wants to fund colleges based on merit (The State)
 
 
Healthcare
Howard and Sykes: Medicaid is Broken – Let the States Fix it (WSJ)
 
The Shortfalls of “Obamacare” (New England Journal of Medicine)
 
Accountable Care Explained: An Experiment in State Health Policy (Stateline)
 
This Election, a Stark Choice in Health Care (NY Times)
 
Panel: Protect patients who use whole genome sequencing (USA Today)
 
Medicaid services to continue if KanCare delayed (Capital-Journal)
 
Scott right to be wary of Medicaid expansion (Daytona Beach News-Journal)
 
Medicare Shift Fails to Cut Hospital Infections (WSJ)
 
Infographic: Healthcare data breaches by state (Healthcare IT News)
 
Seniors' Knowledge and Experience With Medicare's Open Enrollment Period and Choosing a Plan: Key
Findings from the Kaiser Family Foundation 2012 National Survey of Seniors (Kaiser Family
Foundation)
 
Election could erase medical device tax (Politico)
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http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443982904578046161332775362.html?mod=rss_opinion_main
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1210763
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/accountable-care-explained-an-experiment-in-state-health-policy-85899422676
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/11/health/policy/this-election-two-profoundly-different-visions-for-health-care.html?_r=0
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Recommended Reads
Republican Governors Gear Up for Election Gains (NPR)
 
States Brace for Huge Legislative Turnover (Stateline)
 
 
Budget and Tax
States Shift Foreclosure-Suit Funds (WSJ)
 
Texas Awaits Ruling on Franchise Tax’s Fate (Stateline)
 
Constitutional Amendment 2 on leases has voters stumped (Marietta Daily Journal)
 
Gov. Daniels celebrates paying off mortgages on 10 state facilities (Indystar.com)
 
Pa. Gov. Tom Corbett touts the benefits of the state’s firefighter grant program (Patriot-News)
 
 
Fiscal Cliff
John Boehner and President Obama haven’t talked fiscal cliff (Politic0)
 
LETTER: Financial Services Forum to President & Congress (Politico)
 
 
Justice
Pa. Legislature Passes Bill Reducing Juvenile Sentences (Stateline)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Farm bill delay endangers wildlife (Politico)
 
Energy in the Executive: The President's real record on fossil fuels (WSJ)
 
Solving Solar's Biggest Problem Didn't Take Technology Development (Atlantic)
 
FPL rate proposal challenged in state Supreme Court (Miami Herald)
 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court hears arguments over Marcellus Shale law (Post-Gazette)
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http://www.mdjonline.com/view/full_story/20528182/article-Constitutional-Amendment-2-on-leases-has-voters-stumped
http://www.indystar.com/article/20121017/NEWS0502/210170335/Gov-Daniels-celebrates-paying-off-mortgages-10-state-facilities?odyssey=mod%7Cnewswell%7Ctext%7CIndyStar.com%7Cs&nclick_check=1
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http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1012/82552.html
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http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/10/solving-solars-biggest-problem-didnt-take-technology-development/263756/
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Jobs and Economic Development
Gov. Nikki Haley says South Carolina tourism is reaching new levels (Wash Post)
 
 
Labor & Pensions
Appeals court leery of Arizona day laborer law (AZ Capitol Times)
 
Vote to privatize administration of state worker health plans canceled (Times-Picayune)
 
Collective bargaining proposal could weaken Michigan’s controversial emergency manager law
(mlive.com)
 
 
Transportation & Infrastructure
Jindal backs state’s sale of $325 million in rural bonds (Advocate)
 
Lawmakers considering changes in Georgia traffic enforcement (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
 
Education
Student-Loan Borrowers Average $26,500 in Debt (NY Times)
 
Florida Officials Defend Racial and Ethnic Learning Goals (NY Times)
 
What you need to know about the GA Charter School Amendment (GPB Blog)
 
Idaho granted waiver for No Child Left Behind (Idaho Statesman)
 
Brownback adds superintendent to schools task force (Topeka Capital-Journal)
 
Colleges withstand stricter admission standards (Advocate)
 
Panel digs in on charters (Concord Monitor)
 
 
Healthcare
ObamaCare’s Uncertainty Cripples States and Providers (Investor’s Business Daily)
 
Medicare Debate Must Include All Coverage Options (American Action Forum)
 
The Taxing Power and the Public’s Health (New England Journal of Medicine)
 
Legislative Interference with the Patient-Physician Relationship (New England Journal of Medicine)
 
Morning Bell: Welfare Spending Shattering All-Time Highs (Heritage)
 
Groups seek legislative intervention on Medicaid rules (Advocate)
 
Michigan Senate approves overhaul of Blue Cross (Lansing State Journal)
 
 
Immigration
Federal court rejects rehearing request on portions of Alabama immigration law (Montgomery Advisor)
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http://www.gpb.org/blogs/passion-for-learning/2012/10/17/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-charter-school-amendment
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/10/17/2313855/apnewsbreak-id-gets-no-child-left.html
http://cjonline.com/news/2012-10-17/brownback-adds-superintendent-schools-task-force
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http://www.concordmonitor.com/article/361859/panel-digs-in-on-charters
http://news.investors.com/print/ibd-editorials-on-the-right/101712-629730-obamacare-implementation-produces-unanswered-questions.aspx
http://americanactionforum.org/topic/weekly-checkup-no-051-medicare-debate-must-include-all-coverage-options
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1209648
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Recommended Read
Saving safety net from the left (Philadelphia Inquirer)
 
Can Republicans increase their ranks of governors? Four races to watch (CS Monitor)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Businesses fear defense cutbacks (Las Vegas Review-Journal)
 
Amendment would allow multi-year leases (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
Kansas sales tax on groceries is unpopular but untouchable (LJ-World)
 
Sides clash on Michigan ballot proposal making tax hikes tougher (AP)
 
California Governor Jerry Brown talks to teachers in push to increase taxes (San Jose Mercury News)
 
Gov. Martinez urges tax reform to spur economy (Las Cruces Sun-News)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Otter signs order to keep Idaho energy office open (Idaho Statesman)
 
Michigan Decides 2012: Proposal 3 dictates renewable energy standards for Michigan utilities (Michigan
News)
 
Coming election could signal shift in opposition to Yucca Mountain (Las Vegas Sun)
 
New natural gas furnace standards will raise bar for efficiency (North Jersey News)
 
Oil Advances; Keystone Pipeline Set to Start (Bloomberg)
 
Exclusive: U.S. LNG group to launch campaign for natgas exports (Reuters)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Iowa to get 100 new jobs with tax, loan incentives (Des Moines Register)
 
New Mexico reports slight decrease in unemployment, down 1 percent from same time last year (The
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Republic)
 
Ohio among 6 battleground states with lower unemployment (Detroit News)
 
Governor Corbett considers tax break for job creation (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
Snyder's reinvention plans for Detroit tied up in two ballot props (Michigan News)
 
Noam Neusner: If Ben Bernanke Sought Advice (WSJ)
 
Why It Matters: High unemployment rate stokes worries about shipping US jobs overseas (WaPost)
 
 
Labor & Pensions
Unions shift political might to state, local races (AP)
 
 
Transportation & Infrastructure
Slow economy, savings speed up NJ road projects (North Jersey News)
 
New Mexico agency to spend $20M for highway, bridge repairs (The Republic)
 
 
Education
Corbett will take up charter reform again in January (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
Amendment supporters, opponents clash in debate (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
School officials to speak on charter school legislation at Monday forum (Columbia County News-Times)
 
Lawmakers seek to end N.J. takeover of schools (North Jersey News)
 
Wyoming releases finalized No Child Left Behind results after delays (Wyoming Star-Tribune)
 
 
Healthcare
Health reform won’t shield Utah families from medical debt (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
Hatch seeks records on federal exchange contractors (The Hill)
 
Voters' Voices: Three Reagan Democrats Talk Medicare (KHN)
 
Revised Medicare Penalties Hit Some States Hard (KHN)
 
Christie faces decision on health-care exchange (Philadelphia Inquirer)
 
Tennessee Plan Would Help Medicaid Families Keep Health Coverage (Pew Stateline)
 
NGA launches virtual health policy and HIT resource center (Healthcare IT News)
 
Obamacare’s rhetoric vs. its reality (WaPost)
 
Twelve years left: Clock runs down on saving Medicare (Washington Examiner)
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http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/local/state/governor-corbett-considers-tax-break-for-job-creation-658624/
http://www.mlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/10/snyders_reinvention_plans_for.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443768804578038621096617626.html?mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEADTop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/why-it-matters-high-unemployment-rate-stokes-worries-about-shipping-us-jobs-overseas/2012/10/22/06d1c276-1c21-11e2-8817-41b9a7aaabc7_story.html
http://www.mlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/10/unions_shift_political_might_t.html
http://www.northjersey.com/news/Slow_economy_savings_speed_up_NJ_road_projects.html
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/d0c180b0f90c47adb60b243c50c95149/NM--Highway-Repairs
http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/news/education/corbett-will-take-up-charter-reform-again-in-january-658284/
http://onlineathens.com/local-news/2012-10-21/amendment-supporters-opponents-clash-debate
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Recommended Read
The Avalanche Of New Obamacare Rules Will Come In January, 2013 (Forbes)
 
State Officials Brace for Impact as Sandy Nears East Coast (Stateline)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Bond Measures Put Some Governors’ Clout on Line (Stateline)
 
Brownback says he wants more transparency in property taxes; Corliss said requirements already there
(Lawrence Journal-World)
 
NY short $436M in taxes (New York Post)
 
New Jersey Postpones $2.6 Billion Note Sale as Storm Approaches (Bloomberg)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Superstar of natural gas: With the Marcellus Shale, Pa. is becoming a responsible energy capital
(Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
Oil overshadowing issue in state Senate races (Anchorage Daily News)
 
Mitt Romney's Secret 'Rock Star' on Energy (National Journal)
 
In Middle of a Messy Election, a Nightmare Makes Landfall (NY Times)
 
Pennsylvania recalculating distributions from Marcellus Shale fee (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
Wheat crop could hit $1B (Great Falls Tribune)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
New law encourages creation of jobs in state (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
In N.J. strategic plan, six industries see boost through incentives (North Jersey News)
 
Bill to protect job applicants advances (North Jersey News)
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Washington area employers are cautious about hiring, giving raises in 2013 (WaPost)
 
 
Labor & Pensions
IL Gov pushes back launch of pension reform campaign (Quad-City Times)
 
 
Infrastructure
Burden for rebuilding infrastructure may fall to states (WaPost)
 
Public transportation in region shut down in face of Sandy (North Jersey News)
 
Dominion: Sandy could KO power to 1 million in Va. (Hampton Roads)
 
 
Education
Education tax initiative's fate depends on how voters view debate (East Valley Tribune)
 
Idaho Education Changes Under Attack (Stateline)
 
Pennsylvania teacher evaluations will be tied to schools' test scores (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
$180 million computer contract divides Idaho lawmakers (Idaho Statesman)
 
NJ lawmakers to form committee on high cost of college (North Jersey News)
 
House candidates offer plans for ed funding (Argus Leader)
 
 
Healthcare
U.S. Set to Sponsor Health Insurance (NY Times)
 
CMS posts clinical quality measures for 2014 MU (Healthcare IT News)
 
Obama's Second-Term Agenda: Making Obamacare's Taxes, Spending, and Regulations Permanent
(Forbes)
               
The Growing Budget Cost of Insurance Subsidies in the Affordable Care Act (American Action Forum)
 
Georgia faces big decision on insurance exchanges (Atlanta Journal-Constitution)
 
Idaho panel votes for state-run health exchange (Spokesman-Review)
 
State to vote, again, on part of Obama health law (News Tribune)
 
How the Election Will Affect Health Care in Texas (Texas Tribune)
 
State amendments: from health reform to tax relief (Miami Herald)
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Hurricane Sandy
Northeast Awakes to Huge Damage in Storm’s Path; Millions Without Power (NY Times)
 
Hurricane Sandy Threatens $20 Billion in Economic Damage (Bloomberg)
 
Flooded Atlantic City Feels the Early Brunt (WSJ)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Amazon to begin collecting Arizona sales taxes (AZ Capitol Times)
 
South Carolina governor seeks to calm taxpayers after security breach (Yahoo! News)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
Georgia, South Carolina called ‘Silicon Valley’ of nuclear power (Augusta Chronicle)
 
Researchers will take a deep look at Gulf seafood safety (Houston Chronicle)
 
Florida regulator getting update on nuclear plant (Miami Herald)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Storm slows shipping on Great Lakes (Duluth News Tribune)
 
Ga. Replaces unemployment checks with debit card (Augusta Chronicle)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
AEA to seek 10 percent raise for teachers over next two years (AL.com)
 
AEA plays bigger role in politics than teachers unions in most other states, study finds (AL.com)
 
Pew Center outlines pension options for Kentucky (Courier-Journal)
 
 
Education
Proposed Nebraska social studies rules include climate change (Omaha.com)
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Healthcare
States seek help making health exchange rules (USA Today)
 
In Ohio, Obamacare to Increase Individual Insurance Premiums by 55-85% (Forbes)
 
In Wisconsin, Obamacare to Increase Individual Insurance Premiums by 30%, says Obama Adviser
(Forbes)
 
The growing budget cost of insurance subsidies in the Affordable Care Act (American Action Forum)
 
Consumer Advocate Cautions that State Rules will impact scope of Health Law (KHN)
 
Cintas CEO rails against Obamacare in email (Cincinnati.com)
 
Vermont Pushes State Employees to Use CHIP Program for their Kids (KHN)
 
Medicare Fails to Sway Senior Voters (WSJ)
 
Revealing the Unexpected Dangers of Obesity (WSJ)
 
Health IT funding: What would Romney do? (Healthcare IT News)
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Happy Halloween!
Mitch and Cheri Daniels to play Sonny & Cher for Halloween (Courier Press)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
Nebraska Feeling Better About Keystone XL (Investing Daily)
 
Superstorm Shines A Light On Power Grid Vulnerabilities (NPR)
 
Copenhagen Shows How Cities Can Become Clean Tech Leaders (Forbes)
 
Oil, Gas, and Coal Can Prime the Jobs Pump: Which States Will Benefit? (Manhattan Institute)
 
Europe left behind as shale shock drives America’s industrial resurgence (Telegraph)
 
Government Subsidies are Scaring Away Capital from Green Deals, Investment Banker Says (AOL
Energy)
 
UN Carbon Plan Created $250 Billion in Investment, Official Says (Bloomberg)
 
Court ruling may give Indiana lawmakers another swipe at Rockport coal-gas plant (Indy Star)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Lukewarm jobs report awaits Americans as election nears (Reuters)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Lawsuits filed by Chicago Teachers Union, others seek to turn back reforms (Chicago Tribune)
 
 
Education
Wis. judge overturns gov's education powers (AP)
 
 
Healthcare
In Virginia, Obamacare to Cause 23% of Doctors to Stop Accepting Medicare Patients (Forbes)
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In Florida, Obamacare to Cause 27% of Doctors to Stop Accepting Medicare Patients (Forbes)
 
In Colorado, Obamacare to Increase Individual Insurance Premiums by 19%, Says Obama Adviser
(Forbes)
 
ObamaCare's Costs to the Working Class (WSJ)
 
Romney Closes Gap With Obama On Voters’ Trust To Manage Medicare (KHN)
 
Best Bets for Reducing Medicare Costs for Dual Eligible Beneficiaries: Assessing the Evidence (KFF)
 
Health insurers line up to compete in California's exchange (LA Times)
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October Jobs Numbers: ADP today, BLS tomorrow
ADP: 158,000 private-sector jobs added in October (Market Watch)
 
Understanding ADP’s new way to count jobs (Market Watch)
 
Labor Dept. Report on Jobs to Appear Friday as Planned (NY Times)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Tax bill set to rise for 30 million households unless Congress acts (The Hill)
 
US on track to hit debt limit by year end (WSJ)
 
US gov’t poised to hit debt limit before 2013 (Reuters)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
Kansas sends more support to East Coast (Topeka Capital-Journal)
 
Christie issues waiver allowing stations to buy out-of-state gas (Star-Ledger)
 
Installing Windmills doesn’t make the wind blow (Heritage)
 
Removing Big Wind’s “Training Wheels” (American Energy Alliance)
 
Solar Panels No Savior in Blackout (Bloomberg)
 
Marcellus gas production continues undaunted despite Sandy (Platts)
 
A Grid that could Outsmart Sandy (Bloomberg)
 
Power Grid Vulnerability: Where Do We Go From Here? (Forbes)
 
Shell ends 2012 Arctic Ocean drilling off Alaska (Anchorage Daily News)
 
Energy Department and Federal Efforts to Support Utility Power Restoration Efforts (Department of
Energy)
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Tech Effect: How Innovation in Oil and Gas Exploration is Spurring the US Economy (American Clean
Skies Foundation)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Morning Bell: Administration Ignores Law, Delays Exposing New Regulations (Heritage)
 
Celebrating Bad News (American Action Forum)
 
Barclays faces $435 million fine, another probe (WSJ)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Sandoval offers to broker dispute between union and school district over $40 million grant (Las Vegas
Sun)
 
 
Education
21 Ga. schools get grants to fight obesity in kids (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
State laptop deal shows state to lease devices (Idaho Statesman)
 
60 percent of Indiana schools get A or B grades (Courier-Journal)
 
As TN issues schools report card, commissioner urges parents to act (Tennessean)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Gov. Deal: Army backing funding for Savannah port (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
 
Healthcare
In New Hampshire, Obamacare to cause 20% of doctors to stop accepting Medicare patients (Forbes)
 
In Nevada, Obamacare to Increase Individual Insurance Premiums by 11-30% (Forbes)
 
Medicare’s enduring struggle to define “reasonable and necessary” care (New England Journal of
Medicine)
 
The Insurance Value of Medicare (New England Journal of Medicine)
 
VA Home Based Primary Care Program: A Primer and Lessons for Medicare (American Action Forum)
 
GAO: Doctors’ ‘self-referrals’ cost Medicare more than $100M (The Hill)
 
Medical Start-Ups Challenged by Health-Care Reform (WSJ)
 
How the Health Law Might Be Changed by the Next President (KHN)
 
Quality of Community Health Centers Varies Widely (KHN)
 
Sandy leaves long list of health threats (NPR)
 
Va. Gets grant for prescription drug abuse program (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
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BLS Jobs Report
Jobs report puts economy back in campaign spotlight (Politico)
 
Employment Situation Summary (BLS)
 
Morning Bell: Unemployment Rate Inches Back Up (Heritage Foundation)
 
 
Recommended Read
As Focus Turns Local, G.O.P. Is Poised to Increase Edge in Governorships (NYT)
 
Herbert’s agenda (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Brick-and-mortar retailers: Amazon sales tax deal helps level playing field (AZ Capitol Times)
 
How a Smart Conservative Would Reform FEMA (The Atlantic)
 
2013: The year of tax reform (Reuters)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
Carbon Capture (MIT Technology Review)
 
Big Banks Await US Carbon-trading while Focusing on Core Energy Plays (AOL Energy)
 
How Likely Was Hurricane Sandy? (Council on Foreign Relations)
 
Bloomberg endorses Obama over climate change. Does Obama deserve it? (WaPost)
 
Natural disasters hurt incumbents (Politico)
 
US shale gas boom requires rethink of natgas export policy-Senator (Reuters)
 
Eastern US coal producer shuts Kentucky thermal mine (Platts)
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http://blog.heritage.org/2012/11/02/morning-bell-unemployment-rate-inches-back-up/?roi=echo3-13675476678-10163606-d697bf67fcef350627ad00df51adec13&utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Morning%2BBell
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/01/us/politics/republicans-in-position-to-increase-edge-in-governorships.html?smid=tw-share&_r=2&
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/opinion/55178626-82/utah-percent-economy-state.html.csp
http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2012/11/01/brick-and-mortar-retailers-amazon-sales-tax-deal-helps-level-playing-field/
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2012/10/how-a-smart-conservative-would-reform-fema/264367/
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2012/11/01/2013-the-year-of-tax-reform/
http://www.technologyreview.com/article/429736/carbon-capture/
http://energy.aol.com/2012/11/01/big-banks-await-us-carbon-trading-while-focusing-on-core-energy/
http://blogs.cfr.org/levi/2012/11/01/how-likely-was-hurricane-sandy/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/11/01/bloomberg-endorses-obama-over-climate-change-does-he-deserve-it/
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/83184.html
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Solyndra Judge’s Approval of Bankruptcy Plan Appealed (Bloomberg)
 
States mull Sandy contingency plans (Politico)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Estimate of Economic Losses Now Up to $50 Billion (NYT)
 
State economists say Ariz. on modest growth track (AZ Daily Sun)
 
Rick Snyder campaigns in Sterling Heights against 5 ballot proposals (Detroit Free Press)
 
Energy expected to provide economic development in Ga. (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Union Is Top Spender for Democrats (WSJ)
 
Legislative committees delay vote on privatizing state employee benefits (New Orleans Times-Picayune)
 
 
Education
Technology Changing How Students Learn, Teachers Say (NYT)
 
Otter appears in pro-reform ad (Spokesman-Review)
 
A brief summary of Idaho's education overhaul (Idaho Statesman)
 
Seven charter school applications under consideration in coming months (Bangor Daily News)
 
N.J. schools feel Sandy's effects as hundreds close, plan next move (NJ News)
 
N.J. Suffering Sandy Decides Biggest College Bond: Muni Credit (NJ News)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Mega project: $1.7 billion expansion planned in Port Neal (Sioux City Journal)
 
Gov presses for electric restoration speedup in NJ (Asbury Park-Press)
 
N.J. to get $10M in emergency relief to repair roads, bridges in wake of Sandy (NJ News)
 
Sandy's aftermath leaves N.J. residents in a dismal waiting game for power, gas (NJ News)
 
Getting lights back on can be maddeningly complex (USA Today)
 
 
Healthcare
In Swing States, Obamacare to Raise Private Insurance Premiums and Drive Doctors out of Medicare
(National Review)
 
OB/GYNs And ER Docs Excluded From Health Law’s Medicaid Pay Hike (KHN)
 
Darrell Issa Keeps Health Care Law in His Sights (Roll Call)

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-11-02/solyndra-judge-s-approval-of-bankruptcy-plan-appealed.html
http://www.politico.com/blogs/charlie-mahtesian/2012/11/states-mull-sandy-contingency-plans-148040.html?hp=l1_b2
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/02/business/estimate-of-economic-losses-now-up-to-50-billion.html?hp&_r=0
http://azdailysun.com/news/state-and-regional/state-economists-say-ariz-on-modest-growth-track/article_444f305e-c197-50aa-a702-2be87ae695ba.html
http://www.freep.com/article/20121101/NEWS15/121101032/rick-snyder-campaign-ballot-proposals
http://onlineathens.com/local-news/2012-11-01/energy-expected-provide-economic-development-ga
http://stream.wsj.com/story/campaign-2012-continuous-coverage/SS-2-9156/SS-2-88798/?mod=WSJ_Elections_streamElec2012
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/11/legislative_committees_delay_v.html#incart_river
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/01/education/technology-is-changing-how-students-learn-teachers-say.html?_r=0
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2012/nov/02/otter-appears-in-pro-reform-ad/
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/11/01/2331644/a-brief-summary-of-idahos-education.html#storylink=cpy
http://bangordailynews.com/2012/11/01/education/seven-new-charter-school-applications-under-consideration-in-coming-months/
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/11/nj_schools_feel_sandys_effects.html#incart_river
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-11-01/n-j-suffering-sandy-decides-biggest-college-bond-muni-credit.html
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/state-and-regional/cf-industries-plans-billion-expansion-at-port-neal/article_21c32a1c-c3e6-5586-9ced-47d86fb126f7.html?comment_form=true
http://www.app.com/viewart/20121101/NJNEWS10/311010060/Gov-presses-electric-restoration-speedup-NJ
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/11/nj_to_get_10m_in_emergency_rel.html#incart_river
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/11/sandys_aftermath_leaves_nj_res.html#incart_river
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2012/10/31/power-utilities-restore-substations-flood/1671403/
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/332214/swing-states-obamacare-raise-private-insurance-premiums-and-drive-doctors-out-medicare
http://capsules.kaiserhealthnews.org/index.php/2012/11/obgyns-and-er-docs-excluded-from-health-laws-medicaid-pay-hike/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Capsules-TheKhnBlog+%28Capsules+-+The+KHN+Blog%29
http://www.rollcall.com/news/Darrell-Issa-Keeps-Health-Care-Law-in-His-Sights-218641-1.html?pos=hln


 
Maine Medicaid Showdown on Hold (Politico Pro)
 
Hospital Association Sues Medicare Agency Over Payments Blocked by Audits (WSJ)
 
Health IT could help with medication adherence, saving billions, study finds (Healthcare IT News)
 
A Parable of Health-Care Rationing (WSJ)
 
State Officials Disagree Over Per Capita Caps Medicaid Reform Potential (Inside Health Policy)
 
Obama’s Medicare Plan: Seniors Will Pay More (Heritage Foundation)
 
Health Insurance Exchanges: Long on options, short on time (PWC)
 
In Minnesota, Obamacare to Increase Individual Insurance Premiums by 29%, Says Obama Adviser
(Forbes)
 

https://www.politicopro.com/login/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203707604578093550273882508.html?mod=rss_Health
http://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/health-it-could-help-medication-adherence-saving-billions-study-finds
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204846304578091242949697784.html?mod=rss_opinion_main
http://insidehealthpolicy.com/Inside-Health-General/Public-Content/state-officials-disagree-over-per-capita-caps-medicaid-reform-potential/menu-id-869.html
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2012/11/obama-s-medicare-plan-seniors-will-pay-more
http://www.pwc.com/us/en/health-industries/publications/health-insurance-exchanges-and-medicaid-expansion.jhtml
http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/11/01/in-minnesota-obamacare-to-increase-individual-insurance-premiums-by-29-says-obama-adviser/
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Recommended Read
GOP will make pickups in governor’s races — but how many? (WaPost)
 
Obama Administration Sits on Key Regulations (National Journal)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Middle class faces quick impact from fiscal cliff in form of alternative minimum tax (WaPost)
 
Ala. Gov. Bentley drops former Gov. Riley's SMART budgeting process (Montgomery Advertiser)
 
Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley governor plans discussions
 
Sales tax hike tries to defy S.D. history (Argus Leader)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
North American energy independence is within our grasp and the president is failing to seize the
opportunity (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
New Energy Department Team Established to Help Local Authorities Get Gas Stations Impacted by
Hurricane Sandy Back Online (DOE)
 
November surprise: EPA planning major post-election anti-coal regulation (Washington Examiner)
 
New oil workers key bloc in ND Senate race (Denver Post)
 
Obama, Romney avoid hard truths about energy (CS Monitor)
 
Mullikin: Obama EPA set to derail fracking, kill 1.7 million jobs (Washington Times)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Number of the Week: Stagnant Wage Growth (WSJ)
 
Hitting the New Normal (American Action Forum)
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix/wp/2012/11/02/gop-will-make-pickups-in-governors-races-but-how-many/
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/middle-class-faces-quick-impact-from-fiscal-cliff-in-form-of-alternative-minimum-tax/2012/11/04/e1ec0636-2523-11e2-ac85-e669876c6a24_story.html
http://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/article/20121105/NEWS02/311050009/Ala-Gov-Bentley-drops-former-Gov-Riley-sSMART-budgetingprocess?odyssey=mod|newswell|text|Frontpage|s
http://www.argusleader.com/article/20121104/NEWS/311040043/Sales-tax-hike-tries-defy-S-D-history?nclick_check=1
http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/opinion/perspectives/why-im-supporting-romney-north-american-energy-independence-is-within-our-grasp-and-the-president-is-failing-to-seize-the-opportunity-660233/
http://energy.gov/articles/new-energy-department-team-established-help-local-authorities-get-gas-stations-impacted
http://washingtonexaminer.com/november-surprise-epa-planning-major-post-election-anti-coal-regulation/article/2512538#.UJfetW_Af6b
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_21927729/new-oil-workers-key-bloc-nd-senate-race
http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/Energy-Voices/2012/1102/Obama-Romney-avoid-hard-truths-about-energy
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/nov/2/mullikin-obama-epa-set-derail-fracking-kill-17-mil/?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS
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How Nevada is trying to grow its tech sector — and succeeding slowly (Vegas Inc)
 
Economic Development Secretary looks to private sector for job growth (Santa Fe New Mexican)
 
 
Education
Funders Set New Round of Support for STEM Teachers (EdWeek)
 
Florida Virtual School Incorporates Face-to-Face Learning (EdWeek)
 
The Global Search for Education: Education Technology (Huffington Post)
 
 
Healthcare
Health-Care Law Spurs a Shift to Part-Time Workers (WSJ)
 
Post-election flood of ‘Obamacare’ rules expected (Politico)
 
Conflict-of-interest concerns raised as Obama races to implement health reform (The Hill)
 
Medicare Excludes Mid-Sized Physician Groups From Start Of New Payment System (KHN)
 
The Price Is Right There In Front Of You, In Colorado At Least (KHN)
 
Healthcare law on the ballot (The Hill)
 
Christopher DeMuth: A Referendum on ObamaCare and Liberty (WSJ)
 
Who's Really Serious About Fixing Health Care? (HuffPost)
 
Column: Obamacare's silent job killer (USA Today)
 
Michigan's home health care proposal draws support, concern (Detroit News)

http://www.vegasinc.com/news/2012/nov/05/how-nevada-trying-grow-its-tech-sector-and-succeed/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/Local%20News/110412jobs#.UJe3JYY_d9s
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/c-m-rubin/the-global-search-for-edu_53_b_2073756.html
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http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/83291.html?hp=l11
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/265659-conflict-of-interests-concerns-raised-as-obama-races-to-implement-health-reform
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http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/presidential-campaign/265413-healthcare-law-on-the-ballot-
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dr-marty-makary/health-care-costs_b_2068852.html
http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2012/11/02/obamacare-election-medical-device-tax/1675093/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+News-Opinion+%28News+-+Opinion%29
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Election Day!
Day of Decision in the States (Stateline)
 
In Some States, Election Season Could Linger Long After (Stateline)
 
 
Recommended Read
New web site goal: Help Iowa businesses (QC Times)
 
 
Budget and Tax
U.S. Vows to Avoid Fiscal Cliff Amid G-20 Warning (Bloomberg)
 
'Fiscal Cliff' Deal Won’t Help US Rating: Egan-Jones (CNBC)
 
U.S. should negotiate fiscal cliff without hurting growth: Germany (Reuters)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
North Dakota: Prosperity Under Our Feet (Human Events)
 
Was the gas shortage preventable? (Fortune)
 
Fracking is big election theme in NY's gas region (AP)
 
Climate Course Correction (Foreign Policy)
 
Climate policy advances in the states, but slowly (Washington Post)
 
A Dose of Renewable Reality – But Why No Nuclear? (Nuclear Townhall)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
US service companies expand in October at slightly slower pace; employment rises (Washington Post)
 
This Week in Regulation (AAF)
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http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-11-05/g-20-dilutes-budget-cutting-aim-as-u-dot-s-dot-vows-careful-cuts
http://www.cnbc.com/id/49705950
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/11/05/us-g20-germany-idUSBRE8A41JR20121105
http://www.humanevents.com/2012/11/05/north-dakota-prosperity-under-our-feet/
http://finance.fortune.cnn.com/2012/11/05/gas-shortages-sandy/?iid=HP_LN
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Fracking-is-big-election-theme-in-NY-s-gas-region-4004988.php#ixzz2BSR1kN7C
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/climate-policy-advances-in-the-states-but-slowly/2012/11/05/89380eee-1eb7-11e2-ba31-3083ca97c314_story.html
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http://americanactionforum.org/topic/week-regulation-october-29-november-2



 
Education
Obama-Romney: Where They Stand on Education (CNBC)
 
GA voters to decide on charter schools amendment (AP)
 
State education panel hears Gov. Scott continue to talk up expanded agenda, including more money
(Palm Beach Post)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
In last push, Gov. Rick Snyder opposes Detroit-Windsor bridge Proposal 6 (MLive)
 
 
Healthcare
Medicaid payment final rule leaves out specialists (Fierce Health)
 
ObamaCare Exchange Policies May Hike Health Costs (Investors)
 
Swing-state ballot measures take aim at 'ObamaCare,' abortion rights (The Hill)
 
Are ACOs Doomed To Fail? (KHN)
 
Hospitals see more jobs, but mass layoffs to come (Fierce Health)
 
Less Experienced Doctors Cost Health Care System More, Study Says (KHN)
 
Decision 2012: Doctors Fight Over Obamacare Provision  (CNBC)
 
Medicare millions moved to Cuba through Canada, Trinidad and Mexico (Miami Herald)
 
Today Is The Last Chance To Stop ObamaCare (Investors)
 

http://www.cnbc.com/id/49696003
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/GA-voters-to-decide-on-charter-schools-amendment-4011297.php#ixzz2BSS7guwG
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http://www.fiercehealthcare.com/story/medicaid-payment-final-rule-leaves-out-specialists/2012-11-05
http://news.investors.com/110512-631989-obamacare-likely-to-up-health-usage-not-control-costs.aspx
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/politics-elections/265949-swing-state-ballot-measures-take-aim-at-obamacare-abortion-rights
http://capsules.kaiserhealthnews.org/index.php/2012/11/are-acos-doomed-to-fail/
http://www.fiercehealthcare.com/story/hospitals-see-more-jobs-more-mass-layoffs-come/2012-11-05#ixzz2BSWFehjv
http://capsules.kaiserhealthnews.org/index.php/2012/11/less-experienced-doctors-cost-health-care-system-more-study-says/
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http://www.miamiherald.com/2012/11/05/3083478/feds-medicare-millions-moved-to.html
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RGA
GOP Grabs 30 Governor Seats, Highest for Either Party in Over a Decade (ABC News)
 
Republicans broaden hold on governors’ seats to 30 with North Carolina win (WaPost)
 
Still Waiting in Washington, Montana Gubernatorial Races (National Journal)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Next Up for Markets? The Fiscal Cliff (CNBC)
 
Fresh from reelection, president finds himself on edge of ‘fiscal cliff’ (WaPost)
 
Up next: the fiscal cliff (Politico)
 
China Gazes Over U.S. 'Fiscal Cliff' (WSJ)
 
Boehner: GOP House majority means 'no mandate' for tax hikes (The Hill)
 
Calif. approves Brown tax hike to aid budget (Palm Beach Post)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
Michigan rejects measure to expand renewable energy standard (Midwest Energy News)
 
Geothermal Designs Arise as a Stormproof Resource (NYT)
 
Ethanol Going Ugly Turns Bush Plan to Obama Test: Energy Markets (Businessweek)
 
Energy winners and losers: A snapshot (The Hill)
 
Harsher energy regulations coming in Obama's second term (Reuters)
 
President Obama's Three-Front War On Energy (Forbes)
 
 
Education
Ed reform props fail to convince Idaho voters (Idaho Press-Tribune)
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/decision2012/fiscal-cliff-clock-starts-in-earnest-as-election-fades-to-background/2012/11/06/c4dfde6e-27b2-11e2-b2a0-ae18d6159439_story.html
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/83459.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204755404578103084134522340.html?mod=WSJ_economy_LeftTopHighlights
http://thehill.com/homenews/house/266333-boehner-says-gop-house-majority-means-no-mandate-for-tax-hikes
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/ap/ap/education/death-penalty-gmo-food-among-calif-ballot-issues/nSygf/
http://www.midwestenergynews.com/2012/11/06/michigan-rejects-measure-to-expand-renewable-energy-standard/
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/07/business/geothermal-energy-advocates-hope-systems-get-a-second-look.html?ref=energy-environment&_r=2&
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-11-07/ethanol-going-ugly-turns-bush-plan-to-obama-test-energy-markets
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/266501-energy-winners-and-losers-a-snapshot
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/11/07/us-usa-campaign-energy-companies-obama-idUSBRE8A60N920121107
http://www.forbes.com/sites/robertbradley/2012/11/05/president-obamas-three-front-war-on-energy/
http://www.idahopress.com/news/local/elections/ed-reform-props-fail-to-convince-idaho-voters/article_e95fb512-28ba-11e2-abaa-0019bb2963f4.html



 
Voters approve charter-schools amendment (Athens Banner Herald)
 
 
Healthcare
Obama Win Boosts Health Law, But States Still Control Its Destiny (KHN)
 
Exit polls find voters split on Obama health law (The Hill)
 
Major Regulations for Health Reform Coming Soon (National Journal)
 
Obamacare survives -- now what? (Politico)
 
About Half Of The States Are Implementing Patient-Centered Medical Homes For Their Medicaid
Populations (Health Affairs)
 
Six Picks For Post-Election Health Policy (RCP)
 
Obamacare Lives (National Review)
 
President’s Win Is Reprieve For ‘Obamacare’ (KHN)
 
Obama win ensures health law's future (The Hill)
 
 
Other
Historic Gay Marriage, Marijuana Measures Win Approval (Stateline)
 

http://onlineathens.com/election/2012-11-06/voters-approve-charter-schools-amendment
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http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/83473.html?hp=t3_3
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/31/11/2432.full
http://www.realclearmarkets.com/articles/2012/11/07/six_picks_for_post-election_health_policy_99976.html
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http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2012/November/07/obama-reelection-and-affordable-care-act.aspx
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/266381-obama-win-ensures-health-laws-future
http://www.pewstates.org/projects/stateline/headlines/historic-gay-marriage-marijuana-measures-win-approval-85899428364


From: RGPPC
To: RGPPC
Subject: RGPPC Policy & Press
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 10:25:32 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 
                                                                                                                           Policy & Press | November 8, 2012
 
 
Recommended Read
Hope Over Experience (WSJ)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Voters Pass at Least $15.5 Billion of Local-Debt: Muni Credit (Bloomberg)
 
Indiana tax revenues up nearly 4 percent (Courier-Journal)
 
State revenue from sales tax up 5.4 percent in October (Statesman)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
Wyoming gov disappointed in Obama victory, saying Romney would have been better for coal (The
Republic)
 
Obama may levy carbon tax to cut U.S. deficit, HSBC says (Bloomberg)
 
Obama to continue efforts to curb greenhouse gases, push energy efficiency (Wash Post)
 
TransCanada Wins as Obama Keystone Permit Seen (Businessweek)
 
Christine Todd Whitman: Climate Change Should Be Front and Center (NY Times)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Lawmakers back to square one after pension amendment fails (Chicago Tribune)
 
Michigan Proposal 2: Unions point to strong support for collective bargaining despite landslide loss
(mlive.com)
 
 
Education
Election shows voters divided over education (WSJ)
 
Gov. Rick Scott: Make college in Florida a good investment (Miami Herald)
 
More Georgia college students apply for loan program (Atlanta Journal-Constitution)
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http://www.courier-journal.com/article/20121107/NEWS02/121108001/Indiana-tax-revenues-up-nearly-4-percent?nclick_check=1
http://www.statesman.com/news/business/state-revenue-from-sales-tax-up-54-percent-in-octo/nSzbk/
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/cb92cf4972cd4bbd86d4f398b6dca4c1/WY--Wyoming-Election
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http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-11-07/obama-may-levy-carbon-tax-to-cut-the-u-s-deficit-hsbc-says.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/obama-to-continue-efforts-to-curb-greenhouse-gases-push-energy-efficiency/2012/11/07/06c70c66-28f9-11e2-96b6-8e6a7524553f_story.html
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http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2012/11/07/a-to-do-list-for-president-obamas-next-four-years/for-obamas-second-term-climate-change-should-be-front-and-center
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/ct-met--pension-referendum-follo-20121108,0,4669271.story
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Otter says he, Luna ready to talk about fixing education (Spokesman-Review)
 
Indiana Gov.-elect Mike Pence’s new world: Supermajority, Democratic schools superintendent (Courier-
Journal)
 
What does Tony Bennett’s defeat mean for education reform in Indiana? (Indystar.com)
 
 
Healthcare
Obama Win Means Big Health Care Decisions for States (Stateline)
 
Obama Health Care Overhaul: Following President’s Win, Focus Back on GOP Governors (Huffington
Post)
 
Get Governors to Support Health Care Reform (NY Times)
 
Va. To use federal health exchange option – for now (Times-Dispatch)
 
Election Results Means Big Decisions for States (Health Affairs)
 
Election 2012: A Win for Health Reform, but Much Work Remains (Health Affairs)
 
Post-Election, Insurance Exchanges, Other Health Care Issues Loom Large in States (KHN)
 
Jindal to push La. Worker health plan again (The Advocate)
 
States face swift deadline on health exchanges (Politico Pro)
 
Kansas officials ponder next health care step (Topeka Capital-Journal)
 
Election removes cloud from Health Law’s future (WSJ)
 
Big healthcare decisions loom for state in election’s wake (Atlanta Journal-Constitution)
 
Gov. Nathan Deal suggests Georgia unlikely to run own health insurance exchange (Augusta Chronicle)
 
State facing deadline on insurance exchange (The Morning Call)
 
Cantor vows bill to repeal health law’s contentious board (The Hill)
 
Gov. Scott won’t back down on health care law (Daytona Beach News-Journal)
 
Health Care Issues on the Ballot: The Final Tally (KHN)
 
 
Other
Legal battle looms over marijuana initiatives (Wash Post)
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http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/virginia-politics/2012/nov/07/4/mcdonnell-leans-toward-federal-exchange-for-va-ar-2345032/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/11/08/election-results-means-big-decisions-for-states/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=election-results-means-big-decisions-for-states
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http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Multimedia/2012/November/post-election-health-care-issues-states.aspx
http://theadvocate.com/news/4362650-123/jindal-to-push-la-worker
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http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324073504578105143542567474.html?mod=WSJ_WSJ_US_News_5
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http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/pennsylvania/mc-pennsylvania-election-health-exchange-20121107,0,6839236.story
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/266767-cantor-vows-bill-to-repeal-health-laws-contentious-board
http://www.news-journalonline.com/article/20121107/WIRE/121109751/1040?Title=Gov-Scott-won-t-back-down-on-health-care-law-
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Budget and Tax
Obama to address ‘fiscal cliff,’ setting tone for negotiations with Republicans (WaPost)
 
CBO Releases a Report on the Economic Effects of Policies Contributing to Fiscal Tightening in 2013
(CBO)
 
Pressure Rises on Fiscal Crisis (WSJ)
 
Obama Success on Fiscal Cliff May Hinge on Congress Ties (Bloomberg)
 
McDonnell wants agencies to find potential cuts (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
Florida business taxes to be cut, governor says (Miami Herald)
 
California Voters Add Local Taxes on Top of New Levies (Bloomberg)
 
Prop. B foe: Proposed tax hike too steep (Missouri News-Tribune)
 
New Mexico's permanent funds increased by $4B during past year (The Republic)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
State recalculates payouts from drilling impact fee (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
Long-shot carbon tax suddenly part of fiscal cliff debate (Reuters)
 
Wind tax credit backers ramp up campaign to greet Congress (The Hill)
 
Energy Economics: Dismal Science Deals with Good News (AOL Energy)
 
Will Storm’s Wall Street Impact Influence U.S. Carbon Policy? (NYT)
 
US energy future back in Obama's hands (Christian Science Monitor)
 
The coming environmental battlegrounds (Washington Times)
 
Don't Expect The EPA To Finish Off Thermal Coal (Seeking Alpha)
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http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/news/2012/nov/09/tdmain01-mcdonnell-wants-agencies-to-find-potentia-ar-2348243/
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http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/local/marcellusshale/state-recalculates-payouts-from-drilling-impact-fee-661305/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/11/08/us-carbon-tax-fiscal-cliff-idUSBRE8A71IU20121108
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/266901-wind-tax-credit-backers-ramp-up-campaign-to-greet-congress
http://energy.aol.com/2012/11/08/energy-economics-dismal-science-deals-with-good-news/
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The Energy Opportunity in Wasted Heat (Scientific American)
 
 
Economic Development
Alabama industry report: State exports on the rise this year, led by autos, iron and steel (Alabama News)
 
Political winds bolster bridge, fuel-tax review, but not renewable energy (Michigan News)
 
 
Immigration
Can Marco Rubio save the GOP on immigration? (Politico)
 
The way forward (WaPost)
 
Speaker ‘Confident’ of Deal With White House on Immigration (NYT)
 
Rick Santorum: GOP must reach Latinos (Politico)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
In Michigan, a Setback for Unions (NYT)
 
Proposal 2 loss renews call for right-to-work law (Detroit News)
 
 
Education
In wake of Prop 204 failure, Brewer seeks increased funding, accountability for schools (East Valley
Tribune)
 
School efficiency task force to meet (Topeka Capital-Journal)
 
Kasich linking careers, education (The Columbus Dispatch)
 
 
Healthcare
Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable (National Review)
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NY Times)
 
Morning Bell: What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (The Heritage Foundation)
 
Obamacare: America's Last Entitlement (Forbes)
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (WaPost)
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
 
The Outlook for “Obamacare” in Two Maps (Pro Publica)
 
Bentley, other governors discuss looming healthcare exchange deadline (Alabama News)
 
Georgia expected to spar over Medicaid expansion in election aftermath (Augusta Chronicle)
 
Brownback opposes health care exchanges (Kansas City Star)
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http://cjonline.com/news/state/2012-11-09/school-efficiency-task-force-meet
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/11/09/kasich-linking-careers-education.html
http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/333040/obamacare-still-vulnerable-michael-f-cannon
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http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/266659-analysis-20-states-will-run-their-health-law-exchanges
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http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/alabama_other_states_face_big.html
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http://midwestdemocracy.com/articles/brownback-opposes-health-care-exchanges/


Nixon: Missouri won't run health insurance exchange by 2014 (Kansas City Star)
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (The Columbus Dispatch)
 
With election over, SC healthcare debate takes new tone (The State)
 
TN to decide on health exchanges next week (The Tennessean)
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business-Journal)
 
Utah hospital lobby says ‘no’ to Medicaid expansion, for now (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
Gov. McDonnell favors federal Obamacare exchange for Virginia (Washington Post)
 
Walker, other officials have to scramble on Obamacare compliance (Milwaukee-Wisconsin Journal-
Sentinel)
 
Feds will run Virginia’s Health Exchange Insurance at Outset (Daily Press)
 
Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
 
Top Republican lawmaker won't try to kill 'Obamacare' again (Reuters)
 

http://www.kansascity.com/2012/11/08/3907070/nixon-missouri-wont-run-health.html#storylink=cpy
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/virginia-gov-mcdonnell-favors-federal-obamacare-exchange/2012/11/08/a2dc6dc0-29e5-11e2-96b6-8e6a7524553f_story.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/statepolitics/walker-other-officials-have-to-scramble-on-obamacare-compliance-9m7i2jk-177695661.html
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Recommended Read
Republican Future Lies With Governors (National Journal)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Obama Sets Steep Tax Target (WSJ)
 
The fiscal cliff: Will Obama, Congress cut budget deal? (USA Today)
 
Avoiding The 'Fiscal Cliff' Likely Means Changes In Medicare (KHN)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
28 governors call on Congress to renew wind energy tax credit due to expire at year’s end (Washington
Post)
 
Republican Governors Push For Wind Tax Credit Extension (KCET)
 
Brandstad wants wind energy tax credit extended (Muscatine Journal)
 
Brownback presses Congress on wind tax break (Topeka Capitol Journal)
 
Natural-Gas Cars to Get Home Fueling (WSJ)
 
U.S. energy security shouldn’t lead to isolation, Bolton says (FuelFix)
 
In Europe, Green Energy Takes a Hit From Debt Crisis (NYT)
 
California Chamber of Commerce sues to 'invalidate' state's auction of carbon credits (Sacramento Bee)
 
 
Economic Development
Investors cope with fear of falling off the ‘fiscal cliff’ (Washington Times)
 
Gov. Rick Scott welcomes IT firm to Gainesville (Miami Herald)
 
Study: Military pumps $15.7 billion a year into SC economy (The State)
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Education
Enrollment in Charter Schools Is Increasing (NYT)
 
Nearly 500 schools share $38M in teacher bonuses (Idaho Statesman)
 
Education report forecasts fall, then spike, in number of Louisiana teachers (New Orleans Times
Picayune)
 
N.J. schools reopen after Hurricane Sandy, grapple with making up lost days (New Jersey News)
 
GOP worried about NC pre-K expansion finances (News Observer)
 
More SC students graduating on time (The State)
 
SD lawmakers endorse university funding plan (Rapid City Journal)
 
 
Healthcare
Alabama won't create health insurance exchange or expand Medicaid, Bentley says (Montgomery
Advertiser)
 
Big decision looms for Arizona governor on exchange (AZ Capitol Times)
 
Gov. Rick Scott wants to talk health care exchanges (Tampa Bay Times)
 
Pressure on Walker increases over health exchange (AP)
 
Medicaid expansion decision looms for many states (Politico)
 
Missouri, Kansas Reject State-Run Health Insurance Exchanges (KHN)
 
Snyder urged not to implement a health insurance exchange (Detroit News)
 
Christie's Obamacare decision can be stormy (New Jersey Newsroom)
 
Ohio to let federal government run insurance exchange required by health care law (Cleveland News)
 
Editorial: Time has come for health exchanges (Denver Post)
 
Nevada Quietly Moves Ahead On Health Law (KHN)
 
Fed-state program to provide telemedical care to Kansas veterans (Topeka Capitol-Journal)
 
GOP taps health care expert to run Indiana budget panel (Evansville Courier Press)
 
HHS announces 'innovation fellows' (The Hill)
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http://www.newsobserver.com/2012/11/13/2481175/gop-worried-about-nc-pre-k-expansion.html#storylink=cpy
http://www.thestate.com/2012/11/13/2518080/sc-high-school-graduation-rate.html#.UKOVTuTLTzM
http://rapidcityjournal.com/news/state-and-regional/sd-lawmakers-endorse-university-funding-plan/article_fdb74d0c-f5ec-5a12-b249-16d3e13726fb.html
http://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/article/20121114/NEWS02/311130025/Alabama-won-t-create-health-insurance-exchangeor-expand-Medicaid-Bentley-says?odyssey=mod|newswell|text|Frontpage|p
http://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/article/20121114/NEWS02/311130025/Alabama-won-t-create-health-insurance-exchangeor-expand-Medicaid-Bentley-says?odyssey=mod|newswell|text|Frontpage|p
http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2012/11/13/big-decision-looms-for-arizona-governor-on-exchange/
http://www.tampabay.com/incoming/gov-rick-scott-wants-to-talk-health-care-exchanges/1261447
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Pressure-on-Walker-increases-over-health-exchange-4032783.php
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/83787.html
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2012/November/13/missouri-kansas-health-insurance-exchanges.aspx
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20121113/POLITICS03/211130418#ixzz2CCzefgwh
http://www.newjerseynewsroom.com/state/christies-obamacare-decision-can-be-stormy
http://www.cleveland.com/open/index.ssf/2012/11/ohio_to_let_federal_government.html#incart_river
http://www.denverpost.com/opinion/ci_21990198/editorial-time-has-come-health-exchanges?source=rss&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+dp-opinion+%28Denver+Post%3A+Opinion%29
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2012/November/13/nevada-insurance-exchange-sandoval.aspx?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+khn+%28All+Kaiser+Health+News%29
http://cjonline.com/news/2012-11-13/fed-state-program-provide-telemedical-care-kansas-veterans
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From: RGPPC
To: RGPPC
Subject: RGPPC Policy & Press
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:52:05 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 
                                                                                                                           Policy & Press | November 15, 2012
 
 
RGA
Republican governors meet in Las Vegas (Las Vegas Review-Journal)
 
Republican Governors say party needs to rebuild (NY Times)
 
GOP Governors Convene with Future in Mind (Real Clear Politics)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Obama says tax hike has to come first in ‘Fiscal Cliff’ deal (Reuters)
 
Editorial: Cut entitlements to control debt (USA Today)
 
Bryant: 1.5 percent cuts for most Miss. Agencies (Hattiesburg American)
 
Utah food tax could skyrocket (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
Ga. farmers urged to prepare for tax breaks (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
Indiana grants exception to allow tax increase in Clarksville (Courier-Journal)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
BP, US to Announce Deal on Oil Spill (WSJ)
 
Study: California refineries operated during periods blamed for gas price spikes (McClatchy)
 
California holds cap-and-trade auction of greenhouse gas credits (LA Times)
 
US confirms LNG export review by year’s end (WSJ)
 
 
Economic Development
Georgia’s jobless rate falls to 8.7 percent in October (Atlanta Journal-Constitution)
 
Kansas announces $1.1B in highway projects (Topeka Capital-Journal)
 
Growth potential shifts to lower gear: CBO (Reuters)
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http://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2012/11/14/gop_governors_convene_--_with_2016_in_mind_116161.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/11/15/us-usa-fiscal-idUSBRE8A80WV20121115
http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2012/11/14/fiscal-cliff-social-security-medicare/1700479/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+News-Opinion+%28News+-+Opinion%29
http://www.hattiesburgamerican.com/viewart/20121115/NEWS01/311150020/Bryant-1-5-percent-cuts-most-Miss-agencies?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/politics/55278783-90/bill-credit-everyone-families.html.csp
http://onlineathens.com/local-news/2012-11-14/ga-farmers-urged-prepare-tax-breaks
http://www.courier-journal.com/article/20121114/BETTERLIFE05/311140093/Clarksville-tax-hike-allowed-Indiana-Department-Local-Government-Finance?nclick_check=1
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http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2012/11/14/174662/california-refineries-operated.html
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-pollution-credits-calif-20121115,0,5041759.story
http://blogs.wsj.com/japanrealtime/2012/11/15/u-s-confirms-lng-export-review-by-years-end/?KEYWORDS=energy
http://blogs.ajc.com/business-beat/2012/11/15/georgias-jobless-rate-falls-to-8-7-percent-in-october/
http://cjonline.com/news/2012-11-14/kansas-announces-11b-highway-projects
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Sandoval orders more state review of federal job training programs (Las Vegas Review-Journal)
 
 
Education
Broward, Miami-Dade see big jumps in charter school enrollment (Miami Herald)
 
State education board criticizes Georgia Cyber Academy (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
Board looks for ways to bolster teacher preparation program (Des Moines Register)
 
Pennsylvania’s progress in preparing children for school has been slowed, nonprofit group says (Patriot-
News)
 
 
Healthcare Exchanges
McDonnell asks feds to extend health-care deadline (Virginian-Pilot)
 
Republican governors want more time to implement healthcare law (LA Times)
 
Health Law Has States Feeling Tense Over Deadline (NY Times)
 
The ObamaCare Battlefront Shifts to the States (Galen Institute)
 
GOP legislative leaders tell governor state should not run federal health exchange (Deseret News)
 
Computer Issues May Hamper Online Insurance Markets (KHN)
 
States count down to decision on health exchanges (KHN)
 
Haslam remains undecided on insurance exchange (WATE.com)
 
Alaska governor rejects state-run health exchange as Friday deadline looms (Anchorage Daily News)
 
Ohio to let federal government run insurance exchange required by health care law (The Plain Dealer)
 
Brewer’s decision looms on care act (Arizona Republic)
 
Michigan lawmakers fret over insurance exchange delay (Detroit News)
 
Tomblin’s office mum on insurance exchange (Charleston Gazette)
 
Feds to control Wyoming health care (Wyoming Tribune Eagle)
 
Insurers to see health exchange rules soon (Fierce Health Payer)
 
Martinez moves forward on state-run health exchange (Santa Fe New Mexican)
 
Miss. Sends insurance exchange plan to feds (Clarion Ledger)
 
Louisiana health agency officially rejects state-run insurance exchange (Times-Picayune)
 
Not enough info for Iowa health exchange choice, Branstad says (Des Moines Register)
 
Hybrid health exchange an option for Gov.-elect Mike Pence (Courier-Journal)
 

http://www.lvrj.com/news/sandoval-orders-more-state-review-of-federal-job-training-programs-179446351.html
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http://onlineathens.com/local-news/2012-11-14/state-education-board-criticizes-georgia-cyber-academy
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http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/15/health/health-law-has-states-feeling-tense-over-deadline.html?ref=us
http://www.galen.org/topics/
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865566789/GOP-legislative-leaders-tell-governor-state-should-not-run-federal-health-exchange.html
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2012/November/14/online-insurance-markets-technical-issues.aspx?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+khn+%28All+Kaiser+Health+News%29
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2012/November/15/states-health-exchange-decisions.aspx?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+khn+%28All+Kaiser+Health+News%29
http://www.wate.com/story/20089789/haslam-concludes-state-budget-hearings-on-tuesday
http://www.adn.com/2012/11/14/2693040/alaska-governor-rejects-state.html
http://www.cleveland.com/open/index.ssf/2012/11/ohio_to_let_federal_government.html#incart_river
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/2012/11/13/20121113brewers-decision-looms-care-act.html?nclick_check=1
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20121114/POLITICS02/211140345/1022/POLITICS/Michigan-lawmakers-fret-over-insurance-exchange-delay
http://sundaygazettemail.com/News/201211140107
http://www.wyomingnews.com/articles/2012/11/14/news/01top_11-14-12.txt
http://www.fiercehealthpayer.com/story/insurers-see-health-exchange-rules-soon/2012-11-13?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/Local%20News/111512BC-NM--HealthExchange2ndLd-Writethru#.UKTle4Y_d9s
http://www.clarionledger.com/viewart/20121115/NEWS01/311150063/Miss-sends-insurance-exchange-plan-feds
http://www.nola.com/health/index.ssf/2012/11/louisiana_health_agency_offici.html#incart_river
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/viewart/20121114/NEWS/311140086/Update-Not-enough-info-Iowa-health-exchange-choice-Branstad-says
http://www.courier-journal.com/viewart/20121114/NEWS02/311140123/Hybrid-health-exchange-an-option-Gov-elect-Mike-Pence


Pence not ruling out health partnership with feds (WSBT)
 
 
Healthcare
Republican Governors Balk on Health Law After Romney Loss (Bloomberg)
 
Republican Governors Ask for Meeting with President, Obamacare Deadline extension (Huff Post)
 
Entitlement reform must be on the table (Wash Post)
 
Medicaid personal-care programs are targets for fraud, investigators say (Wash Post)
 
Medical device tax would thwart innovation (Politico)
 
Florida Governor Scott Drops Opposition to Health Law (Bloomberg)
 
Healthcare reform could impact clinics (Miami Herald)
 
Idaho cities pay extra into pool insurance program (Idaho Statesman)
 
Idaho’s Medicaid claims processing system improved (Idaho Statesman)
 

http://www.wsbt.com/news/elections/wsbt-pence-not-ruling-out-health-partnership-with-feds-20121114,0,2311557.story
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-11-15/republican-governors-balk-on-health-law-after-romney-loss.html
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/entitlement-reform-must-be-on-the-table/2012/11/14/6f63ca64-2e9b-11e2-9ac2-1c61452669c3_story.html?wprss=rss_opinions
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/medicaid-personal-care-programs-target-for-fraud-say-investigators/2012/11/14/9776aba4-2e99-11e2-9ac2-1c61452669c3_story.html?wprss=rss_politics
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/83853.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-11-14/florida-governor-scott-drops-opposition-to-health-law-1-.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/2012/11/14/3097584/healthcare-reform-could-impact.html
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Recommended Read
Governor-elect Mike Pence talks about his plans for the state (Fox 59)
 
 
Budget and Tax
The Fiscal Cliff eBook: Everything You Need to Know and How to Avoid It (AAF)
 
Higher Gas-Tax Idea Joins Fiscal-Cliff Talks (WSJ)
 
Gov. Daniels: Surplus means $111 credit for Indiana taxpayers (Indy Star)
 
Web shopping's new holiday twist: Taxes (Politico)
 
Saxby Chambliss takes aim at Grover Norquist (Politico)
 
Businesses demand debt-limit hike as part of deal on ‘fiscal cliff’ (The Hill)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
The Keystone XL: Jobs, Energy and the Environment (Energy Tomorrow)
 
Mexico, U.S. reach water deal (Politico)
 
Ron Wyden, Lisa Murkowski ready for energy partnership (Politico)
 
Natural Gas Research 'Space Race' Is On (AOL Energy)
 
Will the world build 1,200 new coal plants? (Washington Post)
 
 
Education
The Cost of Dropping Out: Millions Struggle With High College Debt and No Degree (WSJ)
 
 
Immigration
Want American exceptionalism? Fix Immigration (Politico)
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http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/84171.html?hp=t1
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/84176.html?hp=l1
http://thehill.com/blogs/on-the-money/budget/269103-business-leaders-seek-debt-ceiling-hike-with-fiscal-cliff-deal
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http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/84117.html
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2012/11/20/1200-coal-are-plants-being-planned-worldwide-what-happens-if-they-all-get-built/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324595904578117400943472068.html?mod=WSJ_hps_LEFTTopStories
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/84128.html



 
Healthcare
HHS looks to step up role in health exchanges (Politico)
 
Next up for Obamacare: Launching the exchanges in 2014 (Politico)
 
Medicare cuts give health providers jitters (Politico)
 
Can the IRS handle Obamacare? (Politico)
 
How red-state governors are opening the doors to Obamacare (Politico)
 
Obamacare will be on the table in debt talks. Here’s what that might mean (WaPo)
 
 

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/84051.html#ixzz2D3ivb7u7
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Recommended Read
Generosity's a Basic Instinct Here: Celebrating local acts of goodness (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
Activists Urge New GOP Tone (WSJ)
 
 
Budget and Tax
States Want to Have Say During Talks Over Budget (NYT)
 
Sen. Dick Durbin: Medicare, Medicaid Fair Game in Talks to Avoid Fiscal Cliff (ABC News)
 
Gov. Daniels: Surplus means $111 credit for Indiana taxpayers (IndyStar)
 
Geithner to Play Key Negotiation Role (WSJ)
 
Business leaders fear consequences of 'fiscal cliff' (Las Vegas Review Journal)
 
After Hurricane Sandy, Gov. Christie gets a do-over in N.J. budget battle (New Jersey News)
 
Fiscal cliff: Will they jump? (Politico)
 
Businesses, cities differ on bill to simplify income tax (Columbus Dispatch)
 
State forecast projects modest gains (Statesman Journal)
 
State revenues weak, budget officials consider revised estimates and spending cuts (Boston Globe)
 
A Minimum Tax for the Wealthy (NYT)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
Study: All of North Dakota gains from job, wage increases in Oil Patch (InForum)
 
Natural-Gas Boom's Flip Side (WSJ)
 
Climate skeptic group works to reverse renewable energy mandates (WaPost)
 
Cap-and-trade spending legally limited (San Francisco Chronicle)
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http://www.timesdispatch.com/opinion/our-opinion/generosity-s-a-basic-instinct-here-celebrating-local-acts-of/article_b7166b9a-ece6-5975-bea6-290b6314bc99.html
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http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2012/11/sen-dick-durbin-medicare-medicaid-fair-game-in-talks-to-avoid-fiscal-cliff/
http://www.indystar.com/article/20121121/NEWS05/121121015/Gov-Daniels-Surplus-means-111-credit-Indiana-taxpayers?nclick_check=1
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324784404578141314139794412.html?mod=ITP_pageone_1#printMode
http://www.lvrj.com/news/political-eye-business-leaders-fear-consequences-of-fiscal-cliff-180806971.html
http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/11/after_hurricane_sandy_gov_chri.html#incart_river
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/84207.html?hp=f1
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/11/25/businesses-cities-differ-on-bill-to-simplify-income-tax.html
http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20121121/NEWS/311210073/State-forecast-projects-modest-gains?nclick_check=1
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/2012/11/26/state-revenues-weak-budget-officials-consider-revised-estimates-and-spending-cuts/ey8e9kHAeyAYc8RRGK7DoM/story.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/26/opinion/buffett-a-minimum-tax-for-the-wealthy.html
http://www.inforum.com/event/article/id/381367/group/News/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444592704578066964123991082.html?mod=WSJ_hpp_sections_news
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/climate-skeptic-group-works-to-reverse-renewable-energy-mandates/2012/11/24/124faaa0-3517-11e2-9cfa-e41bac906cc9_story.html
http://www.sfgate.com/science/article/Cap-and-trade-spending-legally-limited-4065869.php



Snyder weighs big changes for Michigan's parks (Detroit Free Press)
 
Power line shortage in Oklahoma hampers oil production (The Oklahoman)
 
Britain Revives Regulation in a Push for Renewable Energy (NYT)
 
Nuclear outages to boost US gas demand in December, January: Barclays (Platts)
 
Thanksgiving gasoline prices slightly above last year’s level (EIA)
 
Obama under pressure to show Doha he is serious on climate change (The Guardian)
 
 
Education
Feds: Teachers embroiled in test-taking fraud (Alabama News)
 
New Indiana schools chief plans some tweaks (Courier-Journal)
 
Indiana Supreme Court hears legality of state school voucher program (IndyStar)
 
LA High schools raise scores (The Advocate)
 
Arguments in Louisiana voucher suit scheduled for next week (New Orleans Times-Picayune)
 
Education debate: Moving Michigan toward 'a learning model that fits the times' (Michigan News)
 
 
Economic Development
Bentley targets Airbus suppliers during Germany trip (Alabama News)
 
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder returning to Canada to talk up plans for new Detroit-Windsor bridge
(Michigan News)
 
N.J. and small businesses weigh pros and cons of minimum wage hike to $8.50 (New Jersey News)
 
Some fear N.J. storm fixes could dictate development (AP)
 
Corbett has high hopes for Shell plant to be built in Pa. (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Big changes could be coming to state, local pension systems (Orlando Sentinel)
 
New push is on for right-to-work bill (Detroit News)
 
Labor unions taking advantage of Citizens United ruling (Anchorage Daily News)
 
 
Immigration
Kobach: Immigration bills likely in next legislative session (LJ World)
 
 
Healthcare
State by State Decisions For Creating Health Insurance Exchanges in 2014 (KHN)
 

http://www.freep.com/article/20121126/NEWS15/311260045/Snyder-weighs-big-changes-for-Michigan-s-parks
http://newsok.com/power-line-shortage-in-oklahoma-hampers-oil-production/article/3731476
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http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.cfm?id=8890
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/nov/23/barack-obama-doha-climate-change
http://blog.al.com/wire/2012/11/feds_teachers_embroiled_in_tes.html
http://www.courier-journal.com/viewart/20121125/NEWS02/311250090/New-Indiana-schools-chief-plans-some-tweaks
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http://theadvocate.com/news/4474689-123/high-schools-raise-scores
http://www.nola.com/education/index.ssf/2012/11/arguments_in_la_voucher_suit_s.html
http://www.mlive.com/education/index.ssf/2012/11/michigan_school_choice_policy.html#incart_river
http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/bentley_targets_airbus_supplie.html
http://www.mlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/11/michigan_gov_rick_snyder_retur_1.html#incart_river
http://www.nj.com/gloucester-county/index.ssf/2012/11/nj_and_small_businesses_weigh.html#incart_river
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/11/some_fear_nj_storm_fixes_could.html#incart_river
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http://healthreform.kff.org/en/the-states.aspx


RGPPC Health Insurance Exchange Tracking: Letters and Releases from Republican Governors (RGPPC)
 
Governor taking cautious approach to Medicaid expansion (LJ World)
 
GOP shows no sign of budging on insurance exchange (Arkansas News)
 
Obama faces huge challenge in setting up health insurance exchanges (The Hill)
 
Maine Democrats move to overturn GOP's health insurance regulation changes (Morning Sentinel)
 
Back to the drawing board for Obamacare foes (Politico)
 
Obamacare — Deal right to say ‘no’ to exchanges (Marietta Daily Journal)
 
Increased Medicaid demand felt across Connecticut (AP)
 
Changes coming to Texas health care (San Francisco Chronicle)
 
NH could partner with feds on health exchange (BusinessWeek)
 
Gov. Rick Scott breaks with Koch brothers over health care in Florida (Tampa Bay Times)
 
Can Maine Democrats, Republicans come together on insurance overhaul? (Bangor Daily News)
 
Lawmaker says Michiganians should get $5B from Blues (Detroit News)
 
N.M. overhauling state insurance regulation (Santa Fe New Mexican)
 
Lawmakers schedule health care law hearings (Journal Star)
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Budget and Tax
Michigan business tax debate: Snyder’s revised plan a big part of lame-duck agenda (mlive.com)
 
Walker to tour state to get ideas for next budget (LaCrosse Tribune)
 
The other fiscal fight (Politico)
 
Elected, but Still Campaigning (Wall Street Journal)
 
Mortgage Interest Deduction, Once a Sacred Cow, Is Under Scrutiny (New York Times)
 
Efforts to Curb Social Spending Face Resistance (New York Times)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
State must match jobs, training, Kasich says (The Columbus Dispatch)
 
Ohio gov aims to untangle job training programs (San Francisco Chronicle)
 
 
Education
High School Graduation Rates By State: US Department of Education Releases First-Ever National Data
(Huffington Post)
 
New way of assessing physical fitness in Alabama schools will lead to healthier children, educators say
(AL.com)
 
Feds say Iowa’s graduation rate highest in nation (Muscatine Journal)
 
Gov. Rick Scott’s challenge to state colleges: $10,000 bachelor’s degrees (Tampa Bay Times)
 
Kansas educators feeling way through pilot program to evaluate teachers, administrators (The Republic)
 
School voucher desegregation ruling comes ahead of teacher union lawsuit (Times-Picayune)
 
New tests coming to Utah schools (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
SD gov. urging boost in school aid, state salaries (Rapid City Journal)
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http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2012/11/26/mortgage-interest-deduction-once-a-sacred-cow-is-seen-as-vulnerable/?hp&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/27/us/politics/politics-in-play-over-safety-net-in-deficit-talks.html?_r=1&
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Energy and the Environment
Nuclear industry looks toward smaller reactors (USA Today)
 
Regulators approve FPL advance nuclear costs (Palm Beach Post)
 
LePage continues to blame law for state’s high energy prices (Bangor Daily News)
 
Legislation governing Michigan’s energy code could impact energy bills, cost of new home (mlive.com)
 
Monthly oil, gas lease sale brings in $3.85m for NM Land Office (The Republic)
 
Walker says mining bill will pass (LaCrosse Tribune)
 
Flaring, an oil producer necessity, falls into regulatory gap (Casper Star Tribune)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Corbett: Pennsylvania must reform public pensions or face budget crisis (Philadelphia Inquirer)
 
Funding gap for Arizona public pension system grows (AZ Capitol Times)
 
Branstad says he’ll negotiate in good faith with state workers (Muscatine Journal)
 
 
Immigration
Appeals court clears way for Georgia’s show-me-your-papers statute to take effect (Atlanta Journal-
Constitution)
 
 
Healthcare
Study: States face increased Medicaid costs even if they don’t expand program (KHN)
 
Report: Obama health law a good deal for states (Philadelphia Inquirer)
 
Court Orders New Review of Health Law (Wall Street Journal)
 
Walker says no decision on Medicaid (LaCrosse Tribune)
 
Understanding the SGR: Analyzing the “Doc Fix” (Deloitte)
 
Health Care Industry Megatrends (Deloitte)
 
Special Edition Health Care Reform Memo: November 7, 2012 (Deloitte)
 
Obamacare: Supreme Court orders new look at university’s lawsuit (Christian Science Monitor)
 
SCOTUS orders appeals court to hear Liberty University health care lawsuit (Politico Pro)
 
ObamaCare Faces the Implementation iceberg (Real Clear Politics)
 
More deals, more scrutiny (Modern Healthcare)
 
Aide says Brewer needs more answers on health law (AZ Capitol Times)
 
Report: Medicaid expansion would bring state more than $30 billion (Atlanta Journal-Constitution)
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http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2012/1126/Obamacare-Supreme-Court-orders-new-look-at-university-s-lawsuit
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1112/84226.html?hp=l4
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http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2012/11/26/aide-says-brewer-needs-more-answers-on-health-law/
http://www.ajc.com/news/news/medicaid-expansion-would-bring-state-33-billion-co/nTGBJ/


New report provides cheaper estimate of Medicaid expansion costs for Louisiana (Times-Picayune)
 
‘Cliff’ Wranglers Weigh Medicare Age (Wall Street Journal)

Rise in Medicaid costs slows (The Columbus Dispatch)
 
Obama, Boehner spar over inclusion of ‘Obamacare’ in fiscal cliff negotiations (Examiner.com)
 
Hospitals Face Pressure to Avert Readmissions (New York Times)
 
Feds seek industry input on health plan quality measures (Modern Healthcare)
 
CMS to public: What’s “quality”? (LifeHealth Pro)
 
Alabama Medicaid faces $30M shortfall, says Public Health Director (AL.com)
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Recommended Reads
24/7 Wall Street’s Best Run States (24/7 Wall Street)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Walker urges GOP congressmen not to raise taxes (Journal Sentinel)
 
Inside the talks: Fiscal framework emerges (Politico)
 
Elimination of Bush tax cuts could raise tax bills by $2,200 for median Louisiana family (Times-
Picayune)
 
Christie says NJ storm damage jumps to $36.8B, taps former associate to lead Sandy recovery effort
(Star-Ledger)
 
Gov. Malloy to cut $170 million from budget (CT Post)
 
Malloy announces $170 million in Conn. Budget cuts (San Francisco Chronicle)
 
With database: Michigan announces plan to kill much-hated personal property tax (Detroit Free Press)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Governor’s Defense Initiative started (Atlanta Business Chronicle)
 
Pontiac’s Workforce is cut 86% as Michigan Makes City Obsolete (Bloomberg)
 
Bentley, state leaders meet with aerospace suppliers during Germany trip (Montgomery Advertiser)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
Snyder wants more gas drilling (Detroit News)
 
Gov. Rick Snyder’s energy plan draws mixed reaction from environmental, conservation groups
(mlive.com)
 
Governor Rick Snyder releases energy and environmental blueprint (WXYZ Action News)
 
New-look legislature to prioritize energy projects (Daily News-Miner)
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EPA suspends BP from new federal contracts in wake of oil spill (Washington Post)
 
Frack delay prompts a lawsuit (Wall Street Journal)
 
BP temporarily banned from new US contracts (Tampa Bay Times)
 
Time wanted to review Iowa runoff reduction plan (Des Moines Register)
 
 
Education
Indiana governor warns of foes to education reform (Washington Times)
 
Louisiana Voucher Test (Wall Street Journal)
 
Prepaid tuition program will run out of money in 2015 without lawsuit settlement, report estimates
(AL.com)
 
Ga. students scoring higher on state writing test (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
Gov. Deal wants to restore full pre-K year (Savannah Morning News)
 
Texas’ high school graduation rate among nation’s highest (My San Antonio)
 
State may count hours, not days in school year (Columbus Dispatch)
 
Louisiana voucher lawsuit first day ends, ruling expected this week (Times-Picayune)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
GOP tries again for right-to-work laws in Michigan (Detroit News)
 
Workers asked to pay more for retirement benefits (Santa Fe New Mexican)
 
 
Healthcare
Brewer rejects state-run insurance exchange (Az Capitol Times)
 
Brewer decision: Feds to run Arizona’s insurance marketplace under Obamacare (East Valley Tribune)
 
Arizona’s governor chooses not to form state-run health care exchange under federal law (Washington
Post)
 
Insurers join former adversaries to publicize health law (Bloomberg)
 
ACA boosts ‘shared decision-making’ (Politico Pro)
 
Examiner Editorial: Obamacare’s stumbles pose political risks for Dems (Washington Examiner)
 
Editorial: Sticker shock on Medicaid costs (Denver Post)
 
Medicare is faulted on shift to electronic records (New York Times)
 
Study: Self-insured health plans on the rise for private-sector employers (The Hill)
 
New study: Medicaid expansion could cost Florida $8.9 billion over 10 years (Miami Herald)
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http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2012/11/28/jan-brewer-rejects-state-run-insurance-exchange-for-arizona/
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/local/health/article_3f51755e-39a6-11e2-9921-001a4bcf887a.html
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http://www.bloomberg.com/news/print/2012-11-29/insurers-join-former-adversaries-to-publicize-health-law.html
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http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-insurance/269827-self-insured-health-plans-on-the-rise-study-finds
http://www.miamiherald.com/2012/11/28/3117289/new-study-medicaid-expansion-could.html


Sorting out the ‘we’ in Medicaid expansionists’ claims (Atlanta Journal-Constitution)
 
Mo. Medical groups pushing for Medicaid expansion (Atlanta Journal-Constitution)
 
Keck: SC should not expand Medicaid (The State)
 
SC Gov. takes blame for state’s data breach (The State)
 
Corbett vows to end waiting list for disabled-adults services (Philadelphia Inquirer)
 
Deadly ‘superbugs’ invade US health care facilities (USA Today)
 
Study: Michigan may pay $1.7B for Medicaid, but could get $16B in fed funds (Detroit News)
 
Judge dismisses Catholic nonprofit’s lawsuit against contraceptive mandate (Tennessean)
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http://www.thestate.com/2012/11/29/2536577/sc-gov-takes-blame-for-states.html#.ULdetOTLTzM
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Fiscal Cliff
Stakes high for Nevadans if fiscal cliff deal isn’t reached (Las Vegas Sun)
 
Obama's Cliff Offer Spurned (WSJ)
 
Geithner’s fiscal cliff offer: Obama wish list (Politico)
 
G.O.P. Balks at White House Plan on Fiscal Crisis (NYT)
 
Obama makes fresh demands on ‘fiscal cliff’ (Washington Post)
 
‘Fiscal Cliff’ Could Put Millions of Taxpayers Into ‘AMT Shock’ (CNBC)
 
 
Budget and Tax
N.D. labeled the best-run state (Bismarck Tribune)
 
Parnell budget plan includes additional public safety funds (Fairbanks Daily News-Miner)
 
Kan. officials awaiting report on whether state's tax collections in November met expectations (The
Republic)
 
State might curtail spending up to $37M as revenues keep falling short (Bangor Daily News)
 
N.J. Senate passes bill that would punish towns refusing to merge public services (New Jersey News)
 
Corbett stays firm on promise to not raise taxes (Philadelphia Inquirer)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Lame Duck Regulatory Deluge Could Top $100 Billion (American Action Forum)
 
Florida governor off to Colombia on latest mission (Miami Herald)
 
Economic forecast good, but not great, for Georgia in 2013 (Athens Banner-Herald)
 
Gov. Snyder tries again on cut for business equipment tax (Michigan News)
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$26M state loan going bad (Clarion Ledger)
 
Nevada sales up 4.2 percent in September, fueled by auto, construction and accommodations (The
Republic)
 
N.J. Senate approves minimum-wage increase (Philadelphia Inquirer)
 
New Mexico governor meets with officials from Mexican state of Chihuahua (The Republic)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
13 things to know about California's cap-and-trade program (San Jose Mercury News)
 
Gov. Snyder brings environmental message to Lansing-area elementary students (Michigan News)
 
Cramer says "it would be immoral" to leave coal, oil and gas in ground (Inforum)
 
Energy law costs Va. Power, Apco customers $1 billion-plus too much (Richmond Times-Dispatch)
 
Wyoming Gov. Mead to lead energy discussion at governors meeting (Billings Gazette)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
Back to the basics (Breaking Views)
 
NM gets nearly $1 million in federal funds to reduce highway deaths, injuries (The Republic)
 
Ohio Turnpike will see record tolls this year, as Gov. Kasich mulls the toll road's future (Cleveland News)
 
Corbett promises transportation funding proposal soon (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
Corbett considering lifting cap on fuel tax to fix roads (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
 
Education
Now more than ever, we need to put students first (Governor Jindal)
 
Louisiana voucher lawsuit: oral arguments on Friday (New Orleans Times-Picayune)
 
Deadline for new Fla. education commissioner nears (Miami Herald)
 
More Illinois students leaving state for freshman year (Chicago Tribune)
 
Corbett to help with PSU review (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
TN school voucher report leaves key areas open to debate (The Tennessean)
 
Perry: Let School Districts Decide on 15 Percent Rule (Texas Tribune)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Small union is causing big problems for ports (LA Times)
 
GOP lawmakers wait to push right-to-work plan (Detroit News)
 
Judge OKs big pension, health care changes for Michigan teachers and other school workers (Michigan
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News)
 
Pennsylvania pension cuts would apply to all, Gov. Tom Corbett says (Pennsylvania News)
 
Kitzhaber pushes pension cuts in proposed budget (San Francisco Chronicle)
 
 
Healthcare
Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal on FOX News' America's Newsroom (Fox News)
 
The Death of 'Mediscare' (WSJ)
 
The GOP’s Medicare confusion (Washington Post)
 
A much-needed Medicaid reform (Washington Post)
 
Forward! Obama Privatizes Medicare for 3 Million 'Dual-Eligible' Low-Income Seniors (Forbes)
 
Dislodging Obamacare (LA Times)
 
Faces of the Medicaid Expansion: Experiences and Profiles of Uninsured Adults Who Could Gain
Coverage (Kaiser Family Foundation)
 
Affordable Excellence: The Singapore Health Care System (Brookings Institution)
 
Republicans feud over Obamacare (Politico)
 
Health insurance rates could shoot up (SF Chronicle)
 
Health-care advocates urge feds to run health-care exchange for Florida (Orlando Sentinel)
 
Branstad’s insurance premium option is illegal, unions tell judge (Des Moines Register)
 
Committee nixes Michigan health exchange; now federal government may create one (Detroit Free Press)
 
AHA warns on impact of rate cuts for hospital-based docs (Modern Healthcare)
 
Mo. Gov. Nixon backs expanded Medicaid; GOPs don't (San Francisco Chronicle)
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Fiscal Cliff
Walker, fellow governors headed to White House for fiscal cliff talks (Post-Crescent)
 
Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin will meet with president to talk about fiscal cliff (The Oklahoman)
 
House Republicans will meet with governors on fiscal cliff (Politico)
 
Fiscal Cliff Talks at Stalemate (WSJ)
 
'Fiscal cliff' threat looms large in Alabama: Defense cuts, rising federal taxes would hurt state budgets
(Montgomery Adviser)
 
California has much at stake if tax cuts not extended (San Jose Mercury News)
 
'Fiscal cliff' could hit Iowans in at least 20 ways (Des Moines Register)
 
Pennsylvania's budget held hostage on fiscal cliff (The Morning Call)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Plan to Raise Estate Tax Divides Democrats (WSJ)
 
As Companies Seek Tax Deals, Governments Pay High Price (NYT)
 
Alabama looking to recover $5 million from audit (Alabama News)
 
State tax collections slightly exceed expectations (Topeka Capital-Journal)
 
Pick A Number: Let's Play 'Cap Those Deductions' (NPR)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Florida Gov. Rick Scott is Colombia-bound (Miami Herald)
 
State wants local jobs agencies under one brand (Orlando Sentinel)
 
Will a new committee help the Maine Legislature improve workforce development? (Bangor Daily News)
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Michigan bottle return law upended (Detroit News)
 
Number of North Dakota 'income millionaires' jumps by 102 (Bismarck Tribune)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
Gov. Snyder launches energy savings program (Lansing State Journal)
 
Gov. Snyder pledges new approach to public lands (Michigan News)
 
State regulators requiring NM utilities have specific plans in place for harsh weather events (The
Republic)
 
EPA adopting combination of state, federal water pollution rules for Florida after court fight (WaPost)
 
Clinton in Prague to lobby for Westinghouse nuclear bid (Reuters)
 
Fracking Secrets by Thousands Keep U.S. Clueless on Wells (Bloomberg)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
After 40 years of region trying to get it done, Snyder may be key to mass transit (Detroit Free Press)
 
Wyoming Gov. Mead pushes for gasoline tax hike to pay for highways (Wyoming Star-Tribune)
 
 
Education
Lost in Louisiana (WSJ)
 
Jindal blasts school voucher ruling (WWL)
 
5 states to increase class time in some schools (USA Today)
 
Gov. Phil Bryant pushes for broader school choice (San Francisco Chronicle)
 
Schools Ring Closing Bell (WSJ)
 
School Districts in 5 States Will Lengthen Their Calendars (NYT)
 
Tax break plan could send kids to private schools (Idaho Statesman)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Report: Colorado's public worker pension fund not "fiscally sound" (Denver Post)
 
Branstad seeks concessions from union (Des Moines Register)
 
LePage: U.S. Labor letter misleading, improperly shared (Bangor Daily News)
 
Judge OKs big pension, health care changes for Michigan teachers and other school workers (Michigan
News)
 
 
Healthcare
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HHS health rules no balm for states (Politico)
 
Week in Regulation: November 26-30 (AAF)

Want to sell insurance on the Obamacare exchanges? There’s a (3.5%) fee for that. (WaPo)
 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Establishment of the Multi-State Plan Program for the
Affordable Insurance Exchanges (Office of Personnel Management)
 
Rules Relating to Additional Medicare Tax (IRS)
 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; HHS Notice of Benefit and Payment Parameters for 2014
(HHS)
 
Implementing Health Reform: Benefit And Payment Parameters Proposed Rule (Health Affairs)
 
An Entitlement Reform Guide (WSJ)
 
The cold, hard realities behind Medicare cuts (Politico)
 
Medicaid expansion would cost the state $1 billion over a decade, but bring in $14 billion in federal
funds (Alabama News)
 
Exchange fight over, but maybe not permanently (AZ Capitol Times)
 
Small Employers Weigh Impact of Providing Health Insurance (NYT)
 
Healthcare law will have new California Legislature scrambling (LA Times)
 
Graham tells state to hop on health act (Tampa Bay Times)
 
Medical malpractice bills pass Senate, head to House for lame duck vote (Michigan News)
 
Wyoming Gov. Mead: Not enough info for Medicaid expansion; hike fuels tax (Wyoming Star-Tribune)
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Fiscal Cliff
Obama today: Governors and the 'fiscal cliff' (USA Today)
 
Govs to meet with Boehner (Politico)
 
The Truly Grand Bargain (New York Times)
 
Boehner, House GOP leaders offer ‘fiscal cliff’ counterproposal (Washington Post)
 
White House willing to go over fiscal cliff if absolutely necessary (Washington Post)
 
GOP Makes Counteroffer In Cliff Talks (Wall Street Journal)
 
Jobless Benefits At Risk in Fiscal Cliff Debate (Stateline)
 
Conservative groups rebel against Boehner (Politico)
 
 
Budget and Tax
New Jersey Lawmakers Send Minimum Wage Boost to Governor (Stateline)
 
Markets recover their poise as focus stays on US; budget talks remain the potential key driver
(Washington Post)
 
Branstad: State’s healthy coffers can cover commercial property tax cut (Des Moines Register)
 
Branstad: Tax reform a priority for 2013 (Des Moines Register)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
Sen. Alexander: Double DOE research funding, end wind credit to grow revenues (The Hill)
 
Senate Dems push climate change amendment (The Hill)
 
Canada's Oil Sands: A Delicate Dance of Regulators, Industry, the Environment and Economy (AOL
Energy)
 
 
Transportation and Infrastructure
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State struggles to find transportation solution (Post-Gazette)
 
 
Education
After Prop. 204 defeat, experts agree schools need an infusion of money (AZ Capitol Times)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Right-to-work trade-offs? Talks may be in works in Lansing (Detroit Free Press)
 
 
Healthcare
State Insurance Officials Raise Concerns About ‘Rate Shock’ For Young People (KHN)
 
Health Plans Gear Up to Sell Directly to Consumers (KHN)
 
Dems: Federal health programs should cover DREAMers (The Hill)
 
Change in eligibility rules leaves thousands of N.J. residents without healthcare, lawmakers say (Star-
Ledger)
 
Some health exchange plans to mirror FEHBP (Washington Post)
 
AARP lobbies against Medicare changes that could hurt its bottom line (Washington Post)
 
Medicare Fraud is Charged (Wall Street Journal)
 
Why Obamacare Incentives Part-Time Jobs (Forbes)
 
Letter: Employers using loopholes in ACA (Knox News)
 
Surprise: PA College Slashes Instructors’ Hours to Avoid Obamacare (Breitbart TV)
 
Implementing Health Reform: The ACA’s Multi-State Plan Program (Health Affairs)
 
Profiles in Exchanges—Part Two: New York ( State Reforum)
 
Florida Senate committee takes first look at implementing health care law (Tampa Bay Times)
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Fiscal Cliff
Governors urge action to avoid tumbling off 'fiscal cliff' (Christian Science Monitor)
 
5 states have more to lose in sequestration cuts (Politico)
 
State officials grapple with effects of fiscal cliff (Austin Statesman)
 
On Washington visit, Gov. Gary Herbert says falling off fiscal cliff could put Utah into recession (Deseret
News)
 
Utah guv to Obama, Congress: Don’t fail (Salt Lake Tribune)
 
Walker among governors meeting Obama about fiscal cliff (Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel)
 
The Blue-State Suicide Pact (Forbes)
 
Picturing fiscal-cliff doomsday (Politico)
 
In Fiscal Cliff Talks, Governors Get White House Seat (Stateline)
 
The President Has Already Spent Every Dollar of Increased Taxes, Revenue (American Action Forum)
 
Tax Deduction Limits May Trim Deficits, but Not Easily (NYT)
 
Weighing Consequences of a Temporary Dive Off Cliff (WSJ)
 
An Economic Guide to Cliff-Diving (American Action Forum)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Bill Gross: Sub-2% Growth And Unemployment Above 7% For A Decade (Forbes)
 
Mortgage deduction is popular, but few claim it (USA Today)
 
Republicans Balk at Short-Term Stimulus in Obama Plan (NYT)
 
UCLA Anderson Forecast says Prop 30 will be slight drag on state economy (San Jose Mercury News)
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Tax panel proposes collections upgrade (Spokesman Review)
 
Budget gurus laud Iowa’s fiscal strength, but warn against new spending (Des Moines Register)
 
Iowa legislative leaders optimistic on property tax reform, but divisions remain (Des Moines Register)
 
Brownback: Kansas needs to make up for tax cuts (Kansas City Star)
 
LePage likely to cut $35 million from state budget, but still considering options (Bangor Daily News)
 
Retirees to seek tax ruling (The Advocate)
 
Republican legislators push through new revenue estimating method (Billings Gazette)
 
Senate set to pass bill overhauling bank taxes (Columbus Dispatch)
 
Gary Herbert Will Pursue Welfare Reform Now That Election Is Over (Huffington Post)
 
SD governor proposes modest boost in spending (SF Chronicle)
 
 
Energy and the Environment
Gas tax: On the table, but not in the conversation (Politico)
 
Report: Idaho's 1995 nuke pact may need changes (Idaho Statesman)
 
Butcher: Administration plans oil tax bill (Anchorage Daily News)
 
Natural gas industry’s cyber concerns (Politico)
 
Race Is On to Clean Up Hydraulic Fracturing (NYT)
 
House approves bill easing energy efficiency rules (The Hill)
 
Hundreds show for final say on pipeline project (Journal Star)
 
Fiscal cliff worries overshadow Qatar climate talks (Politico)
 
 
Jobs and Economic Development
Corbett provides spark to new industry drive (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
 
 
Immigration
GOP Immigration Push Grows (WSJ)
 
Praising Immigrants, Bush Leads Conservative Appeal for G.O.P. to Soften Tone (NYT)
 
What Canada Can Teach the U.S. About Immigration (Reason)
 
 
Education
Voucher ruling not a 'crippling setback' for Gov. Bobby Jindal, New York Times says (New Orleans
Times-Picayune)
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Grants Back Public-Charter Cooperation (NYT)
 
Against tuition debate, Florida universities plan funding announcement (Tampa Bay Times)
 
More high school students in southern Idaho earning college credit before diplomas (The Republic)
 
Indiana state senator to offer 'truth in education' bill (Evansville Courier-Press)
 
Panel favors pre-K overhaul (The Advocate)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Gov. Rick Snyder's comment breathes life into right to work, but did he mean it? (Michigan News)
 
 
Healthcare
Gov. Rick Scott, other GOP governors want health care meeting with Obama (Tampa Bay Times)
 
How The 'Fiscal Cliff' Affects Health Care: Six Questions (KHN)
 
Utah lawmakers mull over verbose federal health reform regulations (Deseret News)
 
Wyoming lawmakers say Medicaid expansion unlikely (Billings Gazette)
 
State Insurance Officials Raise Concerns About ‘Rate Shock’ For Young People (KHN)
 
Health Plans Gear Up To Sell Directly To Consumers (KHN)
 
Olive Garden: Obamacare press hurt us (Politico)
 
States Continue Sorting Out Choices About Health Exchanges, Medicaid Expansion (KHN)
 
No added aid for Medicaid (Argus Leader)
 
New Regulation: Taxable Medical Devices (Department of Treasury)
 
Health care savings without Medicare cuts (Politico)
 
SCOTUS asks tough questions on hospitals’ Medicare claims lawsuit (Politico)
 
Christie's ObamaCare Conundrum (WSJ)
 
Gov. Rick Scott, other GOP governors want meeting with President Barack Obama on health care
(Tampa Bay Times)
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Jason Nelson
State Representative

Capitol: (405) 557-7335
Oklahoma State Capitol, Room 301
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

District:
4117 NW 58th St. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

State: jason.nelson@okhouse.gov
Personal: jason@jasonnelson.us
State Website: www.okhouse.gov/district87
Blog: www.jasonnelsonok.blogspot.com

Begin forwarded message:

From: Oklahomans for Liberty <david@libertyok.com>
Date: September 28, 2011 12:07:10 PM CDT
To: Jason Nelson <Jason.Nelson@okhouse.gov>
Subject: Fallin and Barresi celebrate Early Liberal Awareness Week.
Reply-To: Oklahomans for Liberty <david@libertyok.com>

Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

Maybe I'm wrong, but didn't Oklahoma elect a Republican as our Governor and State

Superintendent last November?

I ask, because I swear the words I heard last week about Oklahoma signing up for

Obama's Race to the Top grant came from Brad Henry and Sandy Garrett. Oh never

mind, it was Republican Mary Fallin and Republican Janet Barresi celebrating the

wonders of Race to the Top (RTTT).

And now today we hear from (surprise, surprise) Fred Morgan from the State Chamber

saying that getting millions from Obama's RTTT is a good thing.

Well, Mary and Janet, let's sit down and chat for a moment. I know one of President

Obama's top bundler's gave each of your campaigns thousands of dollars ($3500 to
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Fallin and $1000 to Barresi). And since this tried and true liberal Democrat, George

Kaiser, is in deep water with the whole Solyndra boondoggle, it might make sense that

you stop catering to Mr. Kaiser's wishes to IMPLEMENT BARACK OBAMA'S, LIBERAL,

OVERREACHING, FEDERAL MINGLING, DUMB OUR KIDS DOWN EVEN FURTHER,

EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVE!

Besides, and I know you really don't care about what us lowly Oklahoma citizens think,

but a recent Sooner Poll on this issue said 2 to 1 that we would much prefer you work to

find a way for Oklahomans to take care of our own early childhood education, and not

have to rely on that pesky federal government plan.

I thought the people of Oklahoma made it clear with the Obamacare Health Exchange

debacle that we have a simple rule about federal dollars...  It it has strings attached,

SEND IT BACK!

Now Mary, Janet, and Fred, this may be one time to actually LOOK and SEE what

Texas has to say about RTTT.  Here's Governor Perry on why Texas was the first to

reject the federal dollars.

 
"Why should a state that has steadily improved the rigor of its own K-12 curriculum be
forced to adopt national curriculum standards that have not been developed and could
wind up being weaker than what we already have in place?" Gov. Rick Perry.

So basically, RTTT could possibly cost the state more than the grant we will get, the

money is not guaranteed to be there so we might on the hook for even MORE, and there

is no proof that RTTT actually improves the education of our children.  Sounds like a

winner to me!

I know Gov. Fallin and Supt. Barresi live in this State Chamber surrounded circle of yes

men and women, but it's time that our elected leaders hear from the people who elected

them.  Please call Gov. Fallin at (405) 521-2342 and Supt. Janet Barresi at (405) 521-

3301 and tell them that taking federal money for Race to the Top is a bad idea for

Oklahoma and a bad idea for our children.

And be sure to call your State Representative and Senator and ask them to oppose

Race to the Top as well.  If it's got strings attach, then we must SEND IT BACK! (Find

your legislator here)

Sincerely,

David Tackett

Oklahomans for Liberty

| follow on Twitter          |       forward to a friend

Copyright © 2011 Oklahomans for Liberty, All rights reserved. 

http://libertyok.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=de22244925bb9670cb57129eb&id=97d24542e2&e=85d6744523
http://libertyok.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=de22244925bb9670cb57129eb&id=97d24542e2&e=85d6744523
http://www.twitter.com/libertyok/
http://us2.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=de22244925bb9670cb57129eb&id=de24caae45&e=85d6744523


You received this email because you are a member of the

Oklahoma State Legislature. 

Our mailing address is: 
Oklahomans for Liberty

PO Box 140725

Broken Arrow, OK 74014

Add us to your address book

 unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by
anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right
or recourse against the House by doing so.

http://libertyok.us2.list-manage.com/vcard?u=de22244925bb9670cb57129eb&id=80a1f879bc
http://libertyok.us2.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=de22244925bb9670cb57129eb&id=80a1f879bc&e=85d6744523&c=de24caae45
http://libertyok.us2.list-manage.com/profile?u=de22244925bb9670cb57129eb&id=80a1f879bc&e=85d6744523


From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: race to the top
Date: Monday, August 15, 2011 4:53:46 PM
Importance: High

FYI
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2011 4:43 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: race to the top
Importance: High
 
This is the preliminary RTTT information we got when they announced the competition. We are still
awaiting further application requirements. The application deadline is expected to be mid-October.
 
It is a $500 million Early Learning Challenge Grant and Oklahoma could potentially compete for
approximately $60 million.  The grant focuses on children from birth to the age of five.
 
It is likely to include:
 

-          Early learning and development standards and kindergarten entry assessment
-          Enhancement of our current tiered quality rating and improvement system to improve

school readiness
-          Increased capacity of data collection and analysis
-          Better early Childhood teacher preparation
-          May include health, behavioral and family services for children from birth to five years of

age.
-          Will focus high quality preschool and developmentally necessary services for three and four

year olds
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2011 4:27 PM

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov


To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: race to the top
 
Fyi I asked if we could email it to her tomorrow and she said no she needs it tonight so she can read
it on the plane
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2011 4:26 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: race to the top
 
The governor asked me to ask you to get any info we have on race to the top as it stands now …
she’s particularly concerned with deadlines for applying for the application. Can you help with this?
We are working on a “legal status of ObamaCare” memo in the press shop and we can combine the
two .
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Phyllis Hudecki
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; "Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us"; Katie Altshuler; Alex

Weintz
Subject: Re: RTT
Date: Monday, July 25, 2011 7:03:40 PM

The deputy education commissioner in TX is a long time friend of mine and said they made a
decision last year not to apply for RttT knowing they had no chance to win because of politics, so
didn't waste time and effort on a proposal.. Maybe in addition to ideological differences, this is also
a way for TX to "save face" if rejected.
OK is in a much stronger position in this competiton, but then I am a pragmatist, not an ideologist. I
just want us to continue to lead in the one area of education where we have been a leader because
we don't have a track record of success in other areas of public education.. We may improve the
results if we find ways to provide continuous support for children in poverty. Unfortunately,
Brandon doesn't seem to recognize or understand their environment.
I hope our state can move forward in demonstrating we care about those children and won't
abandon our commitment to improving their future.
OK, so I am not a politician for good reason.
Phyllis

 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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From: Glenn Coffee
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki
Subject: RE: RTT
Date: Monday, July 25, 2011 2:57:53 PM

Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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From: Julia Conley
To: Governor Info
Subject: Say NO to Insurance Exchange in Oklahoma
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 1:03:22 PM

Dear Governer Fallin,

I have used the letter below by OK-SAFE to express my opinion and ask that you please say NO to

establishing an insurance exchange in the state of Oklahoma in connection to "Obamacare".

Sincerely,

Julia Conley

 

Dear Governor Fallin,

Two recent newspaper articles brought to our attention that your office may be considering whether or
not to establish some sort of insurance exchange in the state of Oklahoma, possibly a state-based
insurance exchange or a federally-partnered insurance exchange.

OK-SAFE opposes either option.

We contend that:

Since you campaigned in 2010 against the implementation of the PPACA (“ObamaCare”) in the
state of Oklahoma, and won on that platform;
And since an insurance exchange is the cornerstone of the PPACA, and thereby will create a
system of “market-management” that is contrary to the free enterprise system;
And since via SQ 756 the citizens of Oklahoma made clear their opposition to PPACA with their
65% vote;
And since the state legislature has twice been stymied by the people in its’ attempt to establish
an insurance exchange;
And since several incumbent Republicans drew primary opponents due to the attempt to create
such an exchange, causing many people to be disgusted with the Republican party;

We therefore demand that you make the obvious happen in Oklahoma.

Specifically, we expect Oklahoma’s elected officials to demonstrate true leadership and integrity by
publicly announcing that there will be no health insurance exchange created/established/implemented
in the state of Oklahoma.  Period.

Further, we agree with Sen. Tom Coburn’s contention that there should be no further expansion of
Medicaid; we ask that you demonstrate fiscal responsibility by opposing such an expansion in the state
of Oklahoma.

With hopes that you do the right thing…

mailto:bjconle@gmail.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov


From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date : 

Sandra Vallance 

Governor Info 

Say NO to Obamacare Exchange 

Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:13:58 PM 

Say No to the Obamacare Exchange! 
Dear [Decision Maker], 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision on whether they will 
work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I 
encourage you to say no to this mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is 
the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. 

As a public official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal government 
interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that don't offer health insurance will be 
fined and likely leave the state. To run the exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance 
companies can rake in easy profits. 

Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history and you have the power to stop it. 
If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their children and grandchildren. 
Sincerely, 
Anna Powers 

~73141 



From: Kathy Parker
To: Governor Info
Subject: Say no to Obamacare health exchanges
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 7:54:23 AM

My husband and I want you to draw a line in the sand as did Texas. No health exchanges for
Obamacare! 

Thank you
Alan and Kathy Parker

Yukon ok. 73099.  

Sent from my iPhone



From: Phyllis Battle
To: Governor Info
Subject: say no to state exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:44:30 AM

November 15, 2012
Honorable Governor Fallin,
As a small business person and productive citizen in Oklahoma, I am concerned
for the looming fiscal cliff, increased taxes, and Obama care laws that will
adversely affect everyone in this state of Oklahoma and the country. 
 
Please consider standing AGAINST A STATE EXCHANGE and possibly turning
over Medicaid to the federal government.
 
Thank you for your service to our state and working with other governors to
devise an effective approach and to healthcare and response to Obamacare
mandates.
 
Medicaid needs reforming and fraud needs to be addressed before making the
productive citizens pay for more programs, more federal spending and more
corruption.
 
Thank you, Phyllis Battle
 
 
PRE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC
PHYLLIS BATTLE
COST CONSULTANT, OFFICE MANAGER
2512 W. INTERSTATE 44 SERVICE ROAD
OKLAHOMA, CITY, OK 73112
V. 405.722.5800, X3#
F. 405.602.3863
E. pbattle@preconstructionservices.com
www.preconstructionservices.com
 

mailto:pbattle@preconstructionservices.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
http://www.preconstructionservices.com/


From: PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Say No to the Obamacare Exchange!
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:07:55 PM
Importance: High

Say No to the Obamacare Exchange!

Dear Governor Fallin,

Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision on whether
they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply with Obamacare. As a
citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this mandate. If enough states opt out of
the health care exchange that is the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to
reexamine the law.

As a public official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that don't offer
health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the exchange, taxpayers will
pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in easy profits.

Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history and you have the power
to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their children and grandchildren.

Sincerely,
Peggy Martin

Broken Arrow, OK 74012-5133

mailto:walkingshores@cox.net
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov


From: PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Say No to the Obamacare Exchange!
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:07:55 PM
Importance: High

Say No to the Obamacare Exchange!

Dear Governor Fallin,

Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision on whether
they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply with Obamacare. As a
citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this mandate. If enough states opt out of
the health care exchange that is the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to
reexamine the law.

As a public official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that don't offer
health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the exchange, taxpayers will
pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in easy profits.

Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history and you have the power
to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their children and grandchildren.

Sincerely,
Peggy Martin

Broken Arrow, OK 74012-5133



From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Say No to the Obamacare Exchange!
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:05:13 PM

Say No to the Obamacare Exchange!
Dear [Decision Maker],
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision on whether they will
work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I
encourage you to say no to this mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is
the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law.

As a public official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal government
interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that don't offer health insurance will be
fined and likely leave the state. To run the exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance
companies can rake in easy profits.

Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history and you have the power to stop it.
If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their children and grandchildren.
Sincerely,
Amy Husband

Okc,73127

--
God Bless,
Amy Husband Mother Of Four Blessings



From: Sandra Vallance
To: Governor Info
Subject: Say NO to the Obamacare Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:58:17 PM

Say No to the Obamacare Exchange!
Dear [Decision Maker],
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision on whether
they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply with Obamacare. As a
citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this mandate. If enough states opt out of
the health care exchange that is the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to
reexamine the law.

As a public official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that don't offer
health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the exchange, taxpayers will
pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in easy profits.

Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history and you have the power
to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their children and grandchildren.
Sincerely,
Sandra Vallance
 
 Oklahoma City, Ok 73127
 
Thank you from either Sandra Vallance grandma or Amy Husband
mom to
                   Rayann, Dylan, Reanna, & Rachael Husband
 
 



From: Cowboy Troy
To: brinkley@oksenate.gov; eric.proctor@okhouse.gov; Sue Tibbs; Governor Info
Cc: crain@oksenate.gov; burrage@oksenate.gov; johnsonc@oksenate.gov; johnsonr@oksenate.gov;

newberry@oksenate.gov; russell@oksenate.gov; wilson@oksenate.gov; bingman@oksenate.gov
Subject: SB 1629.
Date: Monday, February 27, 2012 2:56:45 PM

You know what the funny thing is?  Sen. Gary Stanislawski and Rep. Glen Mulready, the two

chairmen of the Health Exchange Task force, said that we HAVE to implement Health

Exchanges in order to comply with Obamacare.  HOWEVER, these legislators ARE ON

RECORD saying that this bill isn't enough to even comply with the PPACA.  Read the story here.

SO WHY ARE WE EVEN HEARING THIS BILL?

The simple point is this.  The State Chamber WANTS Obamacare Health Exchanges
DESPITE the wishes of the people of Oklahoma. 

You know what?  The State Chamber doesn't re-elect the State Senators...the people of
Oklahoma re-elect them. 

And if ANY Senator votes for SB 1629, the voters in their district WILL
know that they voted for Obamacare.  (And these GOP Senators
wonder why they are drawing primary opponents against them!) 
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From: Libert K. F. O"Sullivan
To: Governor Info
Subject: Secede
Date: Saturday, November 10, 2012 9:30:47 AM

Greetings Governors, of Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Alaska, Kansas, Nebraska, Arizona, Utah,
NewMexico, Mississippi, Kentucky, Arkansas, Missouri, South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana,
Wyoming, Idaho, Tennessee, Alabama.
The recent election has confirmed that the country is very, very divided along ideological lines.  On
one hand there is Unearned Entitlement, increasing taxation, increasing government growth &
intrusion in our lives.  On the other hand, there are those of us that adhere to the concept of fiscal
and personal responsibility.
Washington will not change!  Right now, as in now!!  We cannot afford the UN, foreign wars labeled
Nation Building, The Department of State giving out huge amounts of Foreign Aid, the IRS (and its
thousands of agents increase dictated by Obamacare!) , the bullshit EPA, the Forest Circus, and all
the people on eternal welfare and foodstamps who predominantly reside on the East and Left
Coasts.  To prevent a collapse of the USD, the Federal Budget must be BALANCED next year, not
sometime in the imaginary future (and that we know is just not going to happen).  Lots of talk and
expenditure but no results, Congress and Senate should have all pay suspended until they do their
jobs.  “If you do not do your homework, you go to bed without supper.”
We must Secede from the Union.
What should be The Nation of Middle America has an abundance of wealth in the forms of Minerals,
Livestock, Agriculture, Energy, and most importantly strong honest people with a work ethic.
The question is How do we get the issue of Secession to the State Houses and onto a Referendum
Ballot to the people as quickly as possible.    Help me out here, this needs to be done while there is
something left to save of what was once a great Country.
Gary Johnson should lead us, he did very well as Governor of New Mexico, yes balanced budgets.
Libert Osullivan  Texan Taxpayer    Midland Texas 79707  
 



From: Cowboy Troy
To: Governor Info; brinkley@oksenate.gov; eric.proctor@okhouse.gov; Sue Tibbs; glen.mulready@okhouse.gov;

stanislawski@oksenate.gov; OKmarketingoperations@bcbsok.com
Cc: adelson@oksenate.gov; aldridge@oksenate.gov; allen@oksenate.gov; anderson@oksenate.gov;

ballenger@oksenate.gov; barrington@oksenate.gov; bass@oksenate.gov; bingman@oksenate.gov;
branan@oksenate.gov; brecheen@oksenate.gov; brownb@oksenate.gov; burrage@oksenate.gov;
childers@oksenate.gov; coates@oksenate.gov; crain@oksenate.gov; david@oksenate.gov;
easonmcintyre@oksenate.gov; ellis@oksenate.gov; efields@oksenate.gov; fordj@oksenate.gov;
garrisone@oksenate.gov; halligan@oksenate.gov; holt@oksenate.gov; ivester@oksenate.gov;
johnsonc@oksenate.gov; johnsonr@oksenate.gov; jolley@oksenate.gov; justice@oksenate.gov;
laster@oksenate.gov; lerblance@oksenate.gov; marlatt@oksenate.gov; mazzei@oksenate.gov;
newberry@oksenate.gov; nichols@oksenate.gov; paddack@oksenate.gov; russell@oksenate.gov

Subject: Sen. Stanislawski, Sen. Crain, Sen. Newberry, and of the GOP Senators support for SB 1629
Date: Tuesday, February 28, 2012 2:13:23 PM

 I think best explains what Rep. Mulready, Sen. Gary Stanislawski, Sen. Brian Crain, Sen.
Dan Newberry, and the rest of the GOP Senators said in their support for Obamacare of
passing SB 1629...

Once upon a time there was a decree from the evil King Obama who said,
“Everyone must now live in a prison cell and we want the states to build this
prison or I’ll send in my evil goons to build it for you.  Oh yeah and here’s $54.6
million to help you build your prison.”

The people of Oklahoma told their local leaders, “Don’t build the prison! We
don’t want to live in a prison cell.”

But then Glen Mulready and Gary Stanislawski replied back, “But if we don’t
build the prison ourselves, then the evil King Obama will come build it for you. 
And at least this way, our friends in the State Chamber and Blue Cross Blue
Shield get to make some money off of the construction of the prison.”

But the people of Oklahoma convinced the other state leaders to reject the money
and NOT build the prisons.  So then Mr. Mulready and Mr. Stanislawski then
decided to have a task force to look into the prison building issue.

1 year later, Mr. Mulready and Mr. Stanislawski came back and said, “OK, I think
we found a solution.  We’re not going to build a prison, but we’re going to build
a hotel.”

The people asked, “Is there a wall around this 'hotel' with barbed wire?” 

“Well yes” replied the legislators.

“Are there bars on the windows?”

“Of course”
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“Do the doors have bars and locks?”

“Well, yes, but we give you the key, so you can leave anytime you want.  That
way, King Obama is happy that we built a prison, err hotel, but it really isn’t a
prison. And we’re going to fight this law to make sure you don’t have to live in a
prison.”

“So what happens if you lose, and the law to make us all live in a prison stands?
”

“We’ll take away your keys.  But don’t worry, the State Chamber and Blue Cross
Blue Shield will still make money off of building these prisons and you should at
least be happy for that.”

And then Mr. Mulready and Mr Stanislawski continued, “and if you’re against us
building this prison, then you are in favor of King Obama.” 

I know this may have been a silly way of explaining what was said yesterday, but this was
the logic that Sen. Stanislawski, Sen. Crain, Sen. Newberry, and the rest of the GOP
senators used in explaining their support for SB 1629.

Our legislators just don’t get that there is a third option. We will stand up and stop ANY
implementation of Obamacare, the feds can’t just jump in and make it happen.  They
NEED the states to do their dirty work.

If they build the infrastructure, all the federal government has to do is come and take the
proverbial keys and turn our “voluntary exchange” into a mandatory program.

But now the fight has moved on to the full State Senate.  So I'm telling you of the 47
Senators to stop laying the groundwork for Obamacare and vote NO on SB 1629! 



From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Apr. 1, 2011
Date: Friday, April 01, 2011 9:38:23 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Former Oklahoma Senate leader Mike Morgan was under FBI investigation for years,

prosecutor says

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-senate-leader-mike-morgan-was-under-fbi-

investigation-for-years-prosecutor-says/article/3554354#ixzz1IHUeS8rs

 

Oklahoma Senate won't hear health insurance exchange bill

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-wont-hear-health-insurance-exchange-

bill/article/3554149#ixzz1IHUy7eK9

 

Indicted former Oklahoma Senate leader had mixed success with commercial

projects 

http://newsok.com/indicted-former-oklahoma-senate-leader-had-mixed-success-

with-commercial-projects/article/3554360#ixzz1IHV8zXs9

 

Oklahoma Senate panels OKs bill allowing lawmakers to carry weapons anywhere 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-panels-oks-bill-allowing-lawmakers-to-carry-

weapons-anywhere/article/3554230#ixzz1IHVLPCZN

 

GOP-backed education changes head to Oklahoma governor

http://newsok.com/gop-backed-education-changes-head-to-oklahoma-

governor/article/3554153

 

Gilpin replaced on state Board of Education

http://newsok.com/gilpin-replaced-on-state-board-of-education/article/3554146

 

Oklahoma City Council Ward 2 political advertisements get negative 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-ward-2-political-advertisements-get-

negative/article/3554245#ixzz1IHVwkDQo

 

Former Norman police officer wins appeal of firing 

http://newsok.com/former-norman-police-officer-wins-appeal-of-

firing/article/3554277#ixzz1IHW76rIM

 

Oklahoma House recognizes the Oklahoma Family Policy Council 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-recognizes-the-oklahoma-family-policy-

council/article/3554275#ixzz1IHWFktsx

 

Oklahoma City Museum of Art to feature ‘Passages,' an exhibit of rare biblical texts

and artifacts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-museum-of-art-to-feature-passages-an-exhibit-of-
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Cleveland County judge refuses to disqualify self from criminal cases 

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-judge-refuses-to-disqualify-self-from-criminal-

cases/article/3554151#ixzz1IHWgejit

 

Oklahoma City Council Ward 2 candidates battle over voting records 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-ward-2-candidates-battle-over-voting-

records/article/3554244#ixzz1IHWtXdBd

 

U.S. unemployment rate falls to 8.8 pct, two-year low 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-unemployment-rate-falls-to-8.8-pct-two-year-

low/article/3554466#ixzz1IHXBKhRJ

 

Slain Oklahoma girl’s funeral draws hundreds

http://newsok.com/slain-oklahoma-girls-funeral-draws-hundreds/article/3554355?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Midwest City police seize ‘demonic drawing' during search of homicide scene 

http://newsok.com/midwest-city-police-seize-demonic-drawing-during-search-of-

homicide-scene/article/3554320#ixzz1IHXVd1wB

 

Dispute results in fight at Cheyenne-Arapaho tribal complex 

http://newsok.com/dispute-results-in-fight-at-cheyenne-arapaho-tribal-

complex/article/3554328#ixzz1IHXpo1qt

 

Bigger corn crop unlikely to ease food prices 

http://newsok.com/bigger-corn-crop-unlikely-to-ease-food-

prices/article/3554343#ixzz1IHY1TJWG

 

Drought drying up hopes of wheat harvest for many Oklahomans 

http://newsok.com/drought-drying-up-hopes-of-wheat-harvest-for-many-

oklahomans/article/3553934#ixzz1IHYGBMM8

 

Libyan fears send oil prices soaring

http://newsok.com/libyan-fears-send-oil-prices-soaring/article/3554325?

custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news

 

Hoping Obama has some idea how energy industry works 

http://newsok.com/hoping-obama-has-some-idea-how-energy-industry-

works/article/3554176#ixzz1IHYrbAUx

 

Example of Connecticut governor one to emulate

http://newsok.com/example-of-connecticut-governor-one-to-

emulate/article/3554175?custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Swinton our choice for Ward 2 seat

http://newsok.com/swinton-our-choice-for-ward-2-seat/article/3554174?
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Working to eliminate discrimination in state government

http://newsok.com/working-to-eliminate-discrimination-in-state-

government/article/3554165?custom_click=headlines_widget
 

 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Senate leader rejects health-care exchange bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A1_OKLAHO884806

Bill to disempower state Board of Education goes to Fallin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A1_CUTLIN733273

Ex-Senate leader Mike Morgan was under FBI probe for years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110401_11_A3_CUTLIN966216

Morgan indictments involve landfill, power plants

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110401_11_A3_OKLAHO319191

Gun-carrying lawmakers focus of bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A7_CUTLIN876255

Jobs, GOP topics for Democrats' convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A7_Jobsan74950

Dueling proposals on running Tulsa government can't both win, attorneys say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_11_A15_CUTLIN451672

Drug-court advocates describe effectiveness

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A15_CUTLIN994612

Judge throws legal challenge back in Tulsa City Council's court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_11_A12_ULNSbb227758

Inhofe questions Army Corps of Engineers on Arkansas River plan funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A12_ULNSbp935098

Mayor: Public Works Department changes to be announced Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_11_A12_Anonee872884

Waste disposal event this weekend

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A12_TheMet275089

Oklahoma's bridges second-worst in nation, new study says
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110401_11_A7_Anatio513687

Traveling bible exhibit set for OKC

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110401_12_A17_WASHIN389903

Soldiers deploy today with Sapulpa send-off ceremony

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_11_0_Soldie71400

Prison program builds on faith, character

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_18_A1_CUTLIN115006

Veteran's sentence reduced by 57 years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_14_A15_CUTLIN81018

TPS spending money on schools marked for closure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_19_A1_CUTLIN826424

48-year-old is first to graduate from Tulsa Virtual Academy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_19_A15_CUTLIN64870

TPS hosts principal-for-a-day volunteers from community

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_19_A10_CUTLIN548423

Librarians are fighters, state conference speaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_11_A10_CUTLIN322846

Tulsa County resident's flu death 21st of this season

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_17_A16_ATulsa865432

Prison reform bill advances in the state Senate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110401_61_A20_Oklaho874898

Broken Arrow voters to decide $44.7 million bond issue

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110401_61_A20_Voters35233
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Okla. Senate leader rejects insurance exchange plan

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/okla-senate-leader-rejects-insurance-exchange-

plan-capitol/

 

State of disrepair

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/state-of-disrepair-capitol/

 

Noma Gurich sworn in to high court
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/noma-gurich-sworn-in-to-higher-court-law/

 

OIPA: Investigate Cushing’s clogged system

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/crude-clog-at-cushing-costs-state-millions-

energy/

 

FBI: Ex-Senate head Morgan investigated for years

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/fbi-ex-senate-head-morgan-investigated-for-

years-capitol/

 

State bioscience leaders point the way for next generation

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/state-bioscience-leaders-point-the-way-for-next-

generation-health-care/

 

Coming home for Cain’s: Oklahoma native returns to Tulsa for documentary about

concert venue

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/coming-home-for-cain%e2%80%99s-oklahoma-

native-returns-to-tulsa-for-documentary-about-concert-venue-general-news/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Stae GOP leaders follow education overhaul in Fla.
 

State judge denies request to remove district attorney

 

Woman asks to keep kangaroo
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
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New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 28, 2012
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 9:15:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma schools to receive A-F grades Oct. 8 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-to-receive-a-f-grades-oct.-

8/article/3713629#ixzz27ltOIhX6

Oklahoma state superintendent offers support to Stillwater

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-superintendent-offers-support-to-

stillwater/article/3713641?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

University of Central Oklahoma launches $40 million fundraising campaign 

http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahoma-launches-40-million-fundraising-

campaign/article/3713238#ixzz27lu5owM3

Both Obama and Romney have cause for concern, CNN's Candy Crowley says at

University of Oklahoma event

http://newsok.com/both-obama-and-romney-have-cause-for-concern-cnns-candy-

crowley-says-at-university-of-oklahoma-event/article/3713740#ixzz27luEqMff

Justice Department announces tribal grants for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/justice-department-announces-tribal-grants-for-

oklahoma/article/3713633

 

Federal aid approved for wildfire-ravaged Cleveland County in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/federal-aid-approved-for-wildfire-ravaged-cleveland-county-in-

oklahoma/article/3713721#ixzz27lvLSlsZ

Legislator still miffed over failed juvenile center contract 

http://newsok.com/legislator-still-miffed-over-failed-juvenile-center-

contract/article/3713645#ixzz27lvS33AW

Human sex trafficking is growing in Oklahoma, legislators told 

http://newsok.com/human-sex-trafficking-is-growing-in-oklahoma-legislators-

told/article/3713729#ixzz27lvXquah
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Oklahoma schools to receive A-F grades Oct. 8 
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Oklahoma state superintendent offers support to Stillwater
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University of Central Oklahoma launches $40 million fundraising campaign 
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Both Obama and Romney have cause for concern, CNN's Candy Crowley says at

University of Oklahoma event

http://newsok.com/both-obama-and-romney-have-cause-for-concern-cnns-candy-

crowley-says-at-university-of-oklahoma-event/article/3713740#ixzz27luEqMff

Justice Department announces tribal grants for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/justice-department-announces-tribal-grants-for-

oklahoma/article/3713633

 

Federal aid approved for wildfire-ravaged Cleveland County in Oklahoma 
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Legislator still miffed over failed juvenile center contract 

http://newsok.com/legislator-still-miffed-over-failed-juvenile-center-
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Human sex trafficking is growing in Oklahoma, legislators told 

http://newsok.com/human-sex-trafficking-is-growing-in-oklahoma-legislators-
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Mitt Romney calls for bigger military, while President Barack Obama touts ending

wars 
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Oklahoma lawmaker seeks juvenile vocational training
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Oklahoma City MAPS board approves sidewalks plan
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Stocks lower, still set for third-quarter gains
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Higher gas costs push US consumer spending up 
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FDA warning public of risks of online pharmacies 
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US Postal Service to default on second $5B payment 
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New data, but not much new in Wyo. fracking study 
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One constant in push to raise taxes on the wealthy: envy 
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As Oklahoma Capitol crumbles, lawmakers continue to dismiss bond issue as

solution 
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Obamacare promises defy real-world trends
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Grand jury indicts former Windstream employee in Broken Arrow schools-Sisney

case
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Minister's petition asks Hobby Lobby to drop Affordable Care Act lawsuit
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Oklahoma described as prime destination in human trafficking
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pct-real-estate/

 

Oil gains almost $2, biggest gain since Aug.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/oil-gains-almost-2-biggest-gain-since-aug-

energy/

 

Aerospace history lands in Tulsa: Museum features vintage World War II bomber

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/aerospace-history-lands-in-tulsa-museum-

features-vintage-world-war-ii-bomber-aerospace/

 

EU wants $12B a year from U.S. over Boeing aid

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/eu-wants-12b-a-year-from-u-s-over-boeing-aid-

aerospace/

 

Fourth Reading: It’s time to ask tough questions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/fourth-reading-its-time-to-ask-tough-questions-

opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Enid hosting kite convention

 

Pastors protest Hobby Lobby about pill
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/rate-on-30-year-mortgage-hits-record-low-3-40-pct-real-estate/
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http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/


http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 15-17, 2012
Date: Monday, September 17, 2012 10:07:02 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Former Oklahoma DHS worker charged with wire fraud

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-dhs-worker-charged-with-wire-

fraud/article/3710392#ixzz26jZ3pO1E

 

Janna Little Ryan was 'raised right' in a small Oklahoma town, friends and sister say

http://newsok.com/janna-little-ryan-was-raised-right-in-a-small-oklahoma-town-

friends-and-sister-say/article/3710163#ixzz26jYvWWKo

 

Oklahoma City oilman to correct excessive political donations

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-oilman-to-correct-excessive-political-

donations/article/3709955#ixzz26jfnvmRp

 

Interest slows in mineral leases on Oklahoma's public school land

http://newsok.com/interest-slows-in-mineral-leases-on-oklahomas-public-school-

land/article/3709576#ixzz26jgAmM3y

 

Third party won't be on Oklahoma's November ballot

http://newsok.com/third-party-wont-be-on-oklahomas-november-

ballot/article/3709548#ixzz26jgMeUcL

 

Majority of Oklahoma bachelor's degree earners attended community college, study

shows

http://newsok.com/majority-of-oklahoma-bachelors-degree-earners-attended-

community-college-study-shows/article/3710075#ixzz26jbj2L6z

 

Hinton school district pays ex-superintendent $96,000 after his resignation in June

 http://newsok.com/hinton-school-district-pays-ex-superintendent-96000-after-his-

resignation-in-june/article/3710090#ixzz26jYXt34F

 

Tulsa police: Victory Christian Center withheld girl's claims of rape by church worker

http://newsok.com/tulsa-police-victory-christian-center-withheld-girls-claims-of-rape-

by-church-worker/article/3709657#ixzz26jeQ7Ds1

 

Families send off soldiers en route to Afghanistan

http://newsok.com/families-send-off-soldiers-en-route-to-

afghanistan/article/3710401#ixzz26jZTu4n6

 

Mum's the word for talking politics at work

http://newsok.com/mums-the-word-for-talking-politics-at-

work/article/3710265#ixzz26jZHVQiz
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By the numbers: Oklahoma City's 2012 Citizen Performance Report

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-citys-2012-citizen-performance-

report/article/3710515#ixzz26jb1SDa4

 

Report shows Oklahoma City Council generally accomplishes its goals

http://newsok.com/report-shows-oklahoma-city-council-generally-accomplishes-its-

goals/article/3710514#ixzz26jZwSUwM

 

Character Council of Edmond promotes good character

http://newsok.com/character-council-of-edmond-promotes-good-

character/article/3709896?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Norman Veterans Day parade to honor 45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team

http://newsok.com/norman-veterans-day-parade-to-honor-45th-infantry-brigade-

combat-team/article/3709754#ixzz26jcc3dLH

 

University of Oklahoma confers record number of degrees during 2011-2012

academic year

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-confers-record-number-of-degrees-

during-2011-2012-academic-year/article/3709460#ixzz26jcmKDvj

 

Cremated remains stolen in Oklahoma burglary

http://newsok.com/cremated-remains-stolen-in-oklahoma-burglary/article/3709656?

custom_click=pod_headline_southwest-oklahoma-news

 

EPA grants to help with runoff pollution in Oklahoma waters

http://newsok.com/epa-grants-to-help-with-runoff-pollution-in-oklahoma-

waters/article/3709502#ixzz26jkIeWFq

 

Oil boom fuels new home construction throughout Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/oil-boom-fuels-new-home-construction-throughout-

oklahoma/article/3709497#ixzz26jkTfzwJ

 

Bailouts & regulation are about financial protectionism

http://newsok.com/bailouts-regulation-are-about-financial-

protectionism/article/feed/435468

 

Oklahoma City-based Devon Energy Corp. is saving water with its reservoir project

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-devon-energy-corp.-is-saving-water-with-

its-reservoir-project/article/3709494#ixzz26jjoFRBJ

 

Oklahoma energy briefs, Sept. 15

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-energy-briefs-sept.-15/article/3709777

 

Public and nonprofits join forces to raise awareness of dangers of distracted driving

http://newsok.com/public-and-nonprofits-join-forces-to-raise-awareness-of-dangers-

of-distracted-driving/article/3709804#ixzz26jhB2Ey5
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Now cleared of wrongdoing, Langston University administrator is reinstated to his

post

http://newsok.com/now-cleared-of-wrongdoing-langston-university-administrator-is-

reinstated-to-his-post/article/3709897#ixzz26jhWFVs0

 

Authorities say Oklahoma homeowner killed intruder

http://newsok.com/authorities-say-oklahoma-homeowner-killed-

intruder/article/3709755

 

DAR promotes Constitution Week awareness

http://newsok.com/dar-promotes-constitution-week-awareness/article/3709693?

custom_click=pod_headline_yukon-news

 

Oklahoma City's Teachers Warehouse hits $1M mark in supplies donated to

educators

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-teachers-warehouse-hits-1m-mark-in-supplies-

donated-to-educators/article/3709465#ixzz26jj1CcMT

 

Missouri college sues over contraception mandate

http://newsok.com/missouri-college-sues-over-contraception-

mandate/article/feed/435407

 

Plan to further tax the rich would leave less for the wealthy to give away

http://newsok.com/plan-to-further-tax-the-rich-would-leave-less-for-the-wealthy-to-

give-away/article/3709749#ixzz26jleRKlV

 

Government regulations can hurt consumers, business

http://newsok.com/government-regulations-can-hurt-consumers-

business/article/3709750

 

Feed The Children beginning a new era of providing hope, help

http://newsok.com/feed-the-children-beginning-a-new-era-of-providing-hope-

help/article/3709739#ixzz26jm0sCdd

 

ScissorTales: Solution worse than the problem

http://newsok.com/scissortales-solution-worse-than-the-problem/article/3709728

 

Any glimmer of hope worth grasping for Oklahoma Democratic Party officials

http://newsok.com/any-glimmer-of-hope-worth-grasping-for-oklahoma-democratic-

party-officials/article/3709446#ixzz26jmNzQKA

 

Oklahoma special-needs scholarship law has ironic consequence

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-special-needs-scholarship-law-has-ironic-

consequence/article/3709447

 

Hobby Lobby adds powerful voice in fight against Obamacare mandate
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mandate/article/3709448#ixzz26jmux1nU
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Ex-Gov. Brad Henry: Oklahoma deprived of $200M in online sales taxes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120915_16_A15_CUTLIN532632

 

Mullin Plumbing firm knew work was on stimulus projects, Cherokee documents show

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120915_16_A1_CUTLIN884674

 

Political Report notebook: Olson knocks Bridenstine on health care

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_loncsB284156

 

Janna Little Ryan, wife of VP candidate Paul Ryan, grew up in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A21_CUTLIN774902

 

Online charity gives microloans to needy people around world

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A2_CUTLIN277208

 

Political Report: Debate continues over tax breaks for big oil

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_USeJhu669813

 

Vision2's AA plan could be either great bet or 'biggest boondoggle,' Councilor G.T.

Bynum says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_CUTLIN362178

 

Absentee ballots popular but face scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_DanyaC347266

 

Vision2 package has closing fund that lacks a cap, concerns city councilors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120917_16_A1_TulsaC33264

 

Tulsa trash bin delivery catching up as deadline approaches

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120917_11_A1_ULNSeh130028
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Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_hRepDa528744

 

D.C. Roundup: Ally yes, foreign aid no

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A20_bAllyy283355

 

US scrambles to rush spies, drones to Libya

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120915_13_0_WASHIN667639

 

"I can do anything I want. I'm an American."

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A1_CUTLIN690224

 

Former Hinton school head received $100,000 after resignation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_19_A14_HINTON10526

 

Preparing for deployment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A15_CUTLIN924141

 

Oklahoma judge denies name changes in sex-change cases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_14_A13_CUTLIN666584

 

Inspection report reveals problems at Claremore veterans center

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120917_17_A1_Ainspe20331

 

TPD adds 11 detectives; fugitive warrants unit nearly doubled

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_CUTLIN412916

 

Crime tip lines an invaluable tool for police

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_Tprmrs578323

 

OSU-Tulsa offers lifelong learning classes for people over 50

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_11_A2_CUTLIN31270

 

Seven areas in Tulsa have the most gun crimes, analysis shows

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120916_11_A1_CUTLIN473968
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Sapulpa's Main Street program revitalizes, preserves downtown

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_82_A13_ULNSan399265

 

Tulsans enjoy a touch Scotland at festival

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_11_A16_CUTLIN267889

 

RSU to honor U.S. District Judge Claire Eagan with Constitution Award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120916_14_A20_CUTLIN667764

 

Seminars on Oklahoma's open meeting, open record laws scheduled

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120916_17_A20_TheOkl676396

 

New Hope helps Oklahoma children of prisoners through after-school programs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_11_A22_CUTLIN696824

 

Roll Call: How Oklahoma's congressional delegation voted

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A22_WSIGOe977668

 

City Hall report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120916_11_A22_hQuota90783

 

School gifts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_CUTLIN914418

 

Bipartisanship

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_Politi973689

 

Justice act needs to work

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_TulsaC681186

 

Tulsa's bus problem nothing new

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_CUTLIN424274

 

Quality costs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120916_215_G1_CUTLIN993008
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Electric cars: Not all they're cranked up to be

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120916_213_G6_Aeiasa939089

 

Oklahoma public education goes wanting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120916_214_G1_Heresa254095

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Explanation: Incomplete – TU students in the dark about fired president

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/explanation-incomplete-tu-students-in-the-dark-

about-fired-president-general-news/

 

Ex-DHS worker charged

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ex-dhs-worker-charged-law/

 

OU cancer center starts automatic referral system for tobacco cessation

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ou-cancer-center-starts-automatic-referral-

system-for-tobacco-cessation-health-care/

 

VA changes payment policy for service dogs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/va-changes-payment-policy-for-service-dogs-

health-care/

 

Companies at Tulsa International Airport address Vision 2

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/companies-at-tulsa-international-airport-

address-vision-2-general-news/

 

Pearls of wisdom: Inspirational megabanker tells how to build a successful career

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/pearls-of-wisdom-inspirational-megabanker-

tells-how-to-build-a-successful-career-finance/

 

Yoga and music festival organizer expects big growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/yoga-and-music-festival-organizer-expects-big-

growth-general-news/

 

[WWWO] Will online voting be available to Oklahomans?

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/wwwo-will-online-voting-be-available-to-

oklahomans/

 

Business Briefs: Sept. 17, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/business-briefs-sept-17-2012-general-news/

 

U.S. industrial production falls 1.2 percent
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/u-s-industrial-production-falls-1-2-percent-

general-news/

 

Higher gas costs drive up U.S. consumer prices

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/higher-gas-costs-drive-up-u-s-consumer-prices-

general-news/

 

Gas prices, cars push U.S. retail sales up 0.9 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/gas-prices-cars-push-u-s-retail-sales-up-0-9-

pct-general-news/

 

Hurricane Isaac reveals lack of natural gas interest in Gulf

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/hurricane-isaac-reveals-lack-of-natural-gas-

interest-in-gulf-energy/

 

Oil rises to $99, still buoyed by Fed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/oil-rises-to-99-still-buoyed-by-fed-energy/

 

Turnpike billboards slam gas drilling critics

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/turnpike-billboards-slam-gas-drilling-critics-

energy/

 

Judge asked to toss claims spill hurt BP brand

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/judge-asked-to-toss-claims-spill-hurt-bp-brand-

energy/

 

U.S. rig count unchanged at 1,864

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/u-s-rig-count-unchanged-at-1864-energy/

 

Fracking, economy slow developing S.C. offshore wind

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/fracking-economy-slow-developing-s-c-offshore-

wind-energy/

 

SBA Loans

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/sba-loans-413-financ/

 

Buying American in Tehran: Apples, razors and Coke

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/buying-american-in-tehran-apples-razors-and-

coke-general-news/

 

Roth: Take a breath, and welcome back

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/roth-take-a-breath-and-welcome-back-opinion-

opinion/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
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http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/
http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/


 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 15-17, 2012
Date: Monday, September 17, 2012 10:07:02 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Former Oklahoma DHS worker charged with wire fraud

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-dhs-worker-charged-with-wire-

fraud/article/3710392#ixzz26jZ3pO1E

 

Janna Little Ryan was 'raised right' in a small Oklahoma town, friends and sister say

http://newsok.com/janna-little-ryan-was-raised-right-in-a-small-oklahoma-town-

friends-and-sister-say/article/3710163#ixzz26jYvWWKo

 

Oklahoma City oilman to correct excessive political donations

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-oilman-to-correct-excessive-political-

donations/article/3709955#ixzz26jfnvmRp

 

Interest slows in mineral leases on Oklahoma's public school land

http://newsok.com/interest-slows-in-mineral-leases-on-oklahomas-public-school-

land/article/3709576#ixzz26jgAmM3y

 

Third party won't be on Oklahoma's November ballot

http://newsok.com/third-party-wont-be-on-oklahomas-november-

ballot/article/3709548#ixzz26jgMeUcL

 

Majority of Oklahoma bachelor's degree earners attended community college, study

shows

http://newsok.com/majority-of-oklahoma-bachelors-degree-earners-attended-

community-college-study-shows/article/3710075#ixzz26jbj2L6z

 

Hinton school district pays ex-superintendent $96,000 after his resignation in June

 http://newsok.com/hinton-school-district-pays-ex-superintendent-96000-after-his-

resignation-in-june/article/3710090#ixzz26jYXt34F

 

Tulsa police: Victory Christian Center withheld girl's claims of rape by church worker

http://newsok.com/tulsa-police-victory-christian-center-withheld-girls-claims-of-rape-

by-church-worker/article/3709657#ixzz26jeQ7Ds1

 

Families send off soldiers en route to Afghanistan

http://newsok.com/families-send-off-soldiers-en-route-to-

afghanistan/article/3710401#ixzz26jZTu4n6

 

Mum's the word for talking politics at work

http://newsok.com/mums-the-word-for-talking-politics-at-

work/article/3710265#ixzz26jZHVQiz
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By the numbers: Oklahoma City's 2012 Citizen Performance Report

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-citys-2012-citizen-performance-

report/article/3710515#ixzz26jb1SDa4

 

Report shows Oklahoma City Council generally accomplishes its goals

http://newsok.com/report-shows-oklahoma-city-council-generally-accomplishes-its-

goals/article/3710514#ixzz26jZwSUwM

 

Character Council of Edmond promotes good character

http://newsok.com/character-council-of-edmond-promotes-good-

character/article/3709896?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Norman Veterans Day parade to honor 45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team

http://newsok.com/norman-veterans-day-parade-to-honor-45th-infantry-brigade-

combat-team/article/3709754#ixzz26jcc3dLH

 

University of Oklahoma confers record number of degrees during 2011-2012

academic year

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-confers-record-number-of-degrees-

during-2011-2012-academic-year/article/3709460#ixzz26jcmKDvj

 

Cremated remains stolen in Oklahoma burglary

http://newsok.com/cremated-remains-stolen-in-oklahoma-burglary/article/3709656?

custom_click=pod_headline_southwest-oklahoma-news

 

EPA grants to help with runoff pollution in Oklahoma waters

http://newsok.com/epa-grants-to-help-with-runoff-pollution-in-oklahoma-

waters/article/3709502#ixzz26jkIeWFq

 

Oil boom fuels new home construction throughout Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/oil-boom-fuels-new-home-construction-throughout-

oklahoma/article/3709497#ixzz26jkTfzwJ

 

Bailouts & regulation are about financial protectionism

http://newsok.com/bailouts-regulation-are-about-financial-

protectionism/article/feed/435468

 

Oklahoma City-based Devon Energy Corp. is saving water with its reservoir project

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-devon-energy-corp.-is-saving-water-with-

its-reservoir-project/article/3709494#ixzz26jjoFRBJ

 

Oklahoma energy briefs, Sept. 15

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-energy-briefs-sept.-15/article/3709777

 

Public and nonprofits join forces to raise awareness of dangers of distracted driving
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Now cleared of wrongdoing, Langston University administrator is reinstated to his

post

http://newsok.com/now-cleared-of-wrongdoing-langston-university-administrator-is-

reinstated-to-his-post/article/3709897#ixzz26jhWFVs0

 

Authorities say Oklahoma homeowner killed intruder

http://newsok.com/authorities-say-oklahoma-homeowner-killed-

intruder/article/3709755

 

DAR promotes Constitution Week awareness

http://newsok.com/dar-promotes-constitution-week-awareness/article/3709693?

custom_click=pod_headline_yukon-news

 

Oklahoma City's Teachers Warehouse hits $1M mark in supplies donated to

educators

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-teachers-warehouse-hits-1m-mark-in-supplies-

donated-to-educators/article/3709465#ixzz26jj1CcMT

 

Missouri college sues over contraception mandate

http://newsok.com/missouri-college-sues-over-contraception-

mandate/article/feed/435407

 

Plan to further tax the rich would leave less for the wealthy to give away

http://newsok.com/plan-to-further-tax-the-rich-would-leave-less-for-the-wealthy-to-

give-away/article/3709749#ixzz26jleRKlV

 

Government regulations can hurt consumers, business

http://newsok.com/government-regulations-can-hurt-consumers-

business/article/3709750

 

Feed The Children beginning a new era of providing hope, help

http://newsok.com/feed-the-children-beginning-a-new-era-of-providing-hope-

help/article/3709739#ixzz26jm0sCdd

 

ScissorTales: Solution worse than the problem

http://newsok.com/scissortales-solution-worse-than-the-problem/article/3709728

 

Any glimmer of hope worth grasping for Oklahoma Democratic Party officials

http://newsok.com/any-glimmer-of-hope-worth-grasping-for-oklahoma-democratic-

party-officials/article/3709446#ixzz26jmNzQKA

 

Oklahoma special-needs scholarship law has ironic consequence

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-special-needs-scholarship-law-has-ironic-

consequence/article/3709447

 

Hobby Lobby adds powerful voice in fight against Obamacare mandate
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Ex-Gov. Brad Henry: Oklahoma deprived of $200M in online sales taxes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120915_16_A15_CUTLIN532632

 

Mullin Plumbing firm knew work was on stimulus projects, Cherokee documents show

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120915_16_A1_CUTLIN884674

 

Political Report notebook: Olson knocks Bridenstine on health care

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_loncsB284156

 

Janna Little Ryan, wife of VP candidate Paul Ryan, grew up in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A21_CUTLIN774902

 

Online charity gives microloans to needy people around world

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A2_CUTLIN277208

 

Political Report: Debate continues over tax breaks for big oil

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_USeJhu669813

 

Vision2's AA plan could be either great bet or 'biggest boondoggle,' Councilor G.T.

Bynum says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_CUTLIN362178

 

Absentee ballots popular but face scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_DanyaC347266

 

Vision2 package has closing fund that lacks a cap, concerns city councilors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120917_16_A1_TulsaC33264

 

Tulsa trash bin delivery catching up as deadline approaches

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120917_11_A1_ULNSeh130028
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Sunday Morning Quarterback
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subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_hRepDa528744

 

D.C. Roundup: Ally yes, foreign aid no

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A20_bAllyy283355

 

US scrambles to rush spies, drones to Libya

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120915_13_0_WASHIN667639

 

"I can do anything I want. I'm an American."

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A1_CUTLIN690224

 

Former Hinton school head received $100,000 after resignation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_19_A14_HINTON10526

 

Preparing for deployment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_12_A15_CUTLIN924141

 

Oklahoma judge denies name changes in sex-change cases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_14_A13_CUTLIN666584

 

Inspection report reveals problems at Claremore veterans center

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120917_17_A1_Ainspe20331

 

TPD adds 11 detectives; fugitive warrants unit nearly doubled

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_CUTLIN412916

 

Crime tip lines an invaluable tool for police

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120917_11_A11_Tprmrs578323

 

OSU-Tulsa offers lifelong learning classes for people over 50

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120917_11_A2_CUTLIN31270

 

Seven areas in Tulsa have the most gun crimes, analysis shows

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120916_11_A1_CUTLIN473968
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Sapulpa's Main Street program revitalizes, preserves downtown

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_82_A13_ULNSan399265

 

Tulsans enjoy a touch Scotland at festival
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RSU to honor U.S. District Judge Claire Eagan with Constitution Award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120916_14_A20_CUTLIN667764

 

Seminars on Oklahoma's open meeting, open record laws scheduled

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120916_17_A20_TheOkl676396

 

New Hope helps Oklahoma children of prisoners through after-school programs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_11_A22_CUTLIN696824

 

Roll Call: How Oklahoma's congressional delegation voted
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City Hall report
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School gifts
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subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_CUTLIN914418

 

Bipartisanship

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_Politi973689

 

Justice act needs to work

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_TulsaC681186

 

Tulsa's bus problem nothing new

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_CUTLIN424274

 

Quality costs
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Electric cars: Not all they're cranked up to be

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120916_213_G6_Aeiasa939089

 

Oklahoma public education goes wanting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Explanation: Incomplete – TU students in the dark about fired president

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/explanation-incomplete-tu-students-in-the-dark-

about-fired-president-general-news/

 

Ex-DHS worker charged

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ex-dhs-worker-charged-law/

 

OU cancer center starts automatic referral system for tobacco cessation

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ou-cancer-center-starts-automatic-referral-

system-for-tobacco-cessation-health-care/

 

VA changes payment policy for service dogs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/va-changes-payment-policy-for-service-dogs-

health-care/

 

Companies at Tulsa International Airport address Vision 2

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/companies-at-tulsa-international-airport-

address-vision-2-general-news/

 

Pearls of wisdom: Inspirational megabanker tells how to build a successful career

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/pearls-of-wisdom-inspirational-megabanker-

tells-how-to-build-a-successful-career-finance/

 

Yoga and music festival organizer expects big growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/yoga-and-music-festival-organizer-expects-big-

growth-general-news/

 

[WWWO] Will online voting be available to Oklahomans?

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/wwwo-will-online-voting-be-available-to-

oklahomans/

 

Business Briefs: Sept. 17, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/business-briefs-sept-17-2012-general-news/

 

U.S. industrial production falls 1.2 percent

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=213&articleid=20120916_213_G6_Aeiasa939089
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=213&articleid=20120916_213_G6_Aeiasa939089
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=214&articleid=20120916_214_G1_Heresa254095
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=214&articleid=20120916_214_G1_Heresa254095
http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/explanation-incomplete-tu-students-in-the-dark-about-fired-president-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/explanation-incomplete-tu-students-in-the-dark-about-fired-president-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ex-dhs-worker-charged-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ou-cancer-center-starts-automatic-referral-system-for-tobacco-cessation-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ou-cancer-center-starts-automatic-referral-system-for-tobacco-cessation-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/va-changes-payment-policy-for-service-dogs-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/va-changes-payment-policy-for-service-dogs-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/companies-at-tulsa-international-airport-address-vision-2-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/companies-at-tulsa-international-airport-address-vision-2-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/pearls-of-wisdom-inspirational-megabanker-tells-how-to-build-a-successful-career-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/pearls-of-wisdom-inspirational-megabanker-tells-how-to-build-a-successful-career-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/yoga-and-music-festival-organizer-expects-big-growth-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/yoga-and-music-festival-organizer-expects-big-growth-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/wwwo-will-online-voting-be-available-to-oklahomans/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/wwwo-will-online-voting-be-available-to-oklahomans/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/business-briefs-sept-17-2012-general-news/


http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/u-s-industrial-production-falls-1-2-percent-

general-news/

 

Higher gas costs drive up U.S. consumer prices

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/higher-gas-costs-drive-up-u-s-consumer-prices-

general-news/

 

Gas prices, cars push U.S. retail sales up 0.9 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/gas-prices-cars-push-u-s-retail-sales-up-0-9-

pct-general-news/

 

Hurricane Isaac reveals lack of natural gas interest in Gulf

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/hurricane-isaac-reveals-lack-of-natural-gas-

interest-in-gulf-energy/

 

Oil rises to $99, still buoyed by Fed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/oil-rises-to-99-still-buoyed-by-fed-energy/

 

Turnpike billboards slam gas drilling critics

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/turnpike-billboards-slam-gas-drilling-critics-

energy/

 

Judge asked to toss claims spill hurt BP brand

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/judge-asked-to-toss-claims-spill-hurt-bp-brand-

energy/

 

U.S. rig count unchanged at 1,864

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/u-s-rig-count-unchanged-at-1864-energy/

 

Fracking, economy slow developing S.C. offshore wind

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/fracking-economy-slow-developing-s-c-offshore-

wind-energy/

 

SBA Loans

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/sba-loans-413-financ/

 

Buying American in Tehran: Apples, razors and Coke

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/buying-american-in-tehran-apples-razors-and-

coke-general-news/

 

Roth: Take a breath, and welcome back

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/roth-take-a-breath-and-welcome-back-opinion-

opinion/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
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Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com
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KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 14, 2012
Date: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:40:13 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma corporate tax credits again fall under scrutiny 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporate-tax-credits-again-fall-under-

scrutiny/article/3709202#ixzz26S54ARZi

Oversight commission approves restructuring agency to improve care for Oklahoma

veterans 

http://newsok.com/oversight-commission-approves-restructuring-agency-to-improve-

care-for-oklahoma-veterans/article/3709600#ixzz26S5KMAbC

Third party won't be on Oklahoma's November ballot 

http://newsok.com/third-party-wont-be-on-oklahomas-november-

ballot/article/3709548#ixzz26S5VdpAA

slows in mineral leases on Oklahoma's public school land 

http://newsok.com/interest-slows-in-mineral-leases-on-oklahomas-public-school-

land/article/3709576#ixzz26S5bY8Iy

Ryan votes for budget larger than he prefers 

http://newsok.com/ryan-votes-for-budget-larger-than-he-

prefers/article/feed/434097#ixzz26S5kj4G3

Oklahoma City's Teachers Warehouse hits $1M mark in supplies donated to

educators 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-teachers-warehouse-hits-1m-mark-in-supplies-

donated-to-educators/article/3709465#ixzz26S3zwFkC

University of Oklahoma confers record number of degrees during 2011-2012

academic year 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-confers-record-number-of-degrees-

during-2011-2012-academic-year/article/3709460#ixzz26S4IEiCZ

Foreign policy at forefront is a Romney hurdle 

http://newsok.com/foreign-policy-at-forefront-is-a-romney-

hurdle/article/feed/434330#ixzz26S4iTG1x

Mixed grades for new, healthy school lunch rules 

http://newsok.com/mixed-grades-for-new-healthy-school-lunch-

rules/article/feed/434244#ixzz26S4wHWmQ

NYC bans big, sugary drinks at restaurants
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http://newsok.com/nyc-bans-big-sugary-drinks-at-restaurants/article/feed/434231

 

West Nile virus cases still rising in people, horses in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/west-nile-virus-cases-still-rising-in-people-horses-in-

oklahoma/article/3709359#ixzz26S6FSzhV

At a glance: The Teacher Store

http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-the-teacher-store/article/3709466

 

Oklahoma City-based Devon Energy Corp. is saving water with its reservoir project 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-devon-energy-corp.-is-saving-water-with-

its-reservoir-project/article/3709494#ixzz26S6ikfau

Stocks open higher day after Fed move

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-higher-day-after-fed-move/article/feed/434308

 

US industrial production fell 1.2 percent

http://newsok.com/us-industrial-production-fell-1.2-percent/article/feed/434342

 

Gas prices, cars push US retail sales up 0.9 pct. 

http://newsok.com/gas-prices-cars-push-us-retail-sales-up-0.9-

pct./article/feed/434344#ixzz26S7AWuGy

Fed's bold plan still might not jolt slow economy 

http://newsok.com/feds-bold-plan-still-might-not-jolt-slow-

economy/article/feed/434246#ixzz26S7N6cIS

Canadian company buys closed Miami, OK, plant; plans to bring jobs 

http://newsok.com/canadian-company-buys-closed-miami-ok-plant-plans-to-bring-

jobs/article/3709504#ixzz26S7XG6l3

EPA grants to help with runoff pollution in Oklahoma waters 

http://newsok.com/epa-grants-to-help-with-runoff-pollution-in-oklahoma-

waters/article/3709502#ixzz26S7g7Wcx

Rain eases drought as Midwest corn harvest unfolds 

http://newsok.com/rain-eases-drought-as-midwest-corn-harvest-

unfolds/article/3709488#ixzz26S7mPNjz

U.S. crop insurance losses mount amid drought

http://newsok.com/u.s.-crop-insurance-losses-mount-amid-drought/article/3709489

Oil boom fuels new home construction throughout Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/oil-boom-fuels-new-home-construction-throughout-

oklahoma/article/3709497#ixzz26S7yPnaO

Fed unveils bold, open-ended steps to aid economy 
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House passes 6-month spending bill

http://newsok.com/house-passes-6-month-spending-bill/article/feed/434109

Hobby Lobby adds powerful voice in fight against Obamacare mandate 

http://newsok.com/hobby-lobby-adds-powerful-voice-in-fight-against-obamacare-

mandate/article/3709448#ixzz26S8SdUSs

Oklahoma special-needs scholarship law has ironic consequence

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-special-needs-scholarship-law-has-ironic-

consequence/article/3709447

Any glimmer of hope worth grasping for Oklahoma Democratic Party officials 

http://newsok.com/any-glimmer-of-hope-worth-grasping-for-oklahoma-democratic-

party-officials/article/3709446#ixzz26S8h922D

New eight-year bridge repair plan a victory for Oklahoma lawmakers 

http://newsok.com/new-eight-year-bridge-repair-plan-a-victory-for-oklahoma-

lawmakers/article/3709146#ixzz26S8mHmQj

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

New law could increase backlog at Oklahoma jails

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120914_16_A9_OKLAHO594237

 

Judge rules against third-party candidates on Oklahoma ballots

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120914_16_A9_OKLAHO212432

 

Oklahoma's court challenge to Affordable Care Act at a crossroads

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120914_16_A1_CUTLIN825879

 

Oklahoman Harold Hamm says oil industry tax incentives should remain

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A9_Oklaho649852

 

Oklahoma plans to ensure vets, state get deserved funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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2nd District candidate Mullin is released from hospital
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Foreign policy at forefront is a Romney hurdle
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Tulsa Council asks for Transit study on frequency vs. coverage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120914_11_A1_ULNSus774549

 

U.S. identifies key figure behind anti-Muslim film

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120914_13_A7_WSIGOe597058

 

House passes 6-month spending bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Jim Inhofe wants to cut aid to Egypt and Libya

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Police: Cremated remains stolen in Okla. burglary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Vietnam veteran retires from Guard
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Oklahoma gets $2.06 million water quality grant from EPA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Police say Victory Christian Center withheld girl's claims of rape by church worker
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Filling school funding gaps with donations termed not sustainable
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TU's statement on Orsak's firing light on details
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Tulsa Public Schools beefs up security at Barnard site after fire
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CEO of Health Care Authority to retire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120914_17_A9_Oklaho995905#

 

A terrorist attack and political blunders

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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Recovery
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More expensive gas pushes up U.S. wholesale prices

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/more-expensive-gas-pushes-up-u-s-wholesale-

prices-general-news/

 

Elevations: Oklahoma Department of Corrections chapels

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/elevations-oklahoma-department-of-corrections-

chapels-real-estate/

 

Average on 30-year U.S. mortgage stays at 3.55 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/average-on-30-year-u-s-mortgage-stays-at-3-

55-pct-real-estate/

 

Oil rises after Fed takes steps to boost economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/oil-rises-after-fed-takes-steps-to-boost-

economy-energy/

 

Shannon plans for ‘doomsday’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/shannon-plans-for-doomsday-capitol/

 

Mullin bid documents outline source of funds

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/mullin-bid-documents-outline-source-of-funds-

capitol/

 

Fourth Reading: Fix the evaporating email problem

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/fourth-reading-fix-the-email-problem-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
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Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/
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http://www.news9.com/
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, September 14, 2012
Date: Friday, September 14, 2012 9:40:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma corporate tax credits again fall under scrutiny 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporate-tax-credits-again-fall-under-

scrutiny/article/3709202#ixzz26S54ARZi

Oversight commission approves restructuring agency to improve care for Oklahoma

veterans 

http://newsok.com/oversight-commission-approves-restructuring-agency-to-improve-

care-for-oklahoma-veterans/article/3709600#ixzz26S5KMAbC

Third party won't be on Oklahoma's November ballot 

http://newsok.com/third-party-wont-be-on-oklahomas-november-

ballot/article/3709548#ixzz26S5VdpAA

slows in mineral leases on Oklahoma's public school land 

http://newsok.com/interest-slows-in-mineral-leases-on-oklahomas-public-school-

land/article/3709576#ixzz26S5bY8Iy

Ryan votes for budget larger than he prefers 

http://newsok.com/ryan-votes-for-budget-larger-than-he-

prefers/article/feed/434097#ixzz26S5kj4G3

Oklahoma City's Teachers Warehouse hits $1M mark in supplies donated to

educators 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-teachers-warehouse-hits-1m-mark-in-supplies-

donated-to-educators/article/3709465#ixzz26S3zwFkC

University of Oklahoma confers record number of degrees during 2011-2012

academic year 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-confers-record-number-of-degrees-

during-2011-2012-academic-year/article/3709460#ixzz26S4IEiCZ

Foreign policy at forefront is a Romney hurdle 

http://newsok.com/foreign-policy-at-forefront-is-a-romney-

hurdle/article/feed/434330#ixzz26S4iTG1x

Mixed grades for new, healthy school lunch rules 

http://newsok.com/mixed-grades-for-new-healthy-school-lunch-

rules/article/feed/434244#ixzz26S4wHWmQ

NYC bans big, sugary drinks at restaurants
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http://newsok.com/nyc-bans-big-sugary-drinks-at-restaurants/article/feed/434231

 

West Nile virus cases still rising in people, horses in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/west-nile-virus-cases-still-rising-in-people-horses-in-

oklahoma/article/3709359#ixzz26S6FSzhV

At a glance: The Teacher Store

http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-the-teacher-store/article/3709466

 

Oklahoma City-based Devon Energy Corp. is saving water with its reservoir project 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-devon-energy-corp.-is-saving-water-with-

its-reservoir-project/article/3709494#ixzz26S6ikfau

Stocks open higher day after Fed move

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-higher-day-after-fed-move/article/feed/434308

 

US industrial production fell 1.2 percent

http://newsok.com/us-industrial-production-fell-1.2-percent/article/feed/434342

 

Gas prices, cars push US retail sales up 0.9 pct. 

http://newsok.com/gas-prices-cars-push-us-retail-sales-up-0.9-

pct./article/feed/434344#ixzz26S7AWuGy

Fed's bold plan still might not jolt slow economy 

http://newsok.com/feds-bold-plan-still-might-not-jolt-slow-

economy/article/feed/434246#ixzz26S7N6cIS

Canadian company buys closed Miami, OK, plant; plans to bring jobs 

http://newsok.com/canadian-company-buys-closed-miami-ok-plant-plans-to-bring-

jobs/article/3709504#ixzz26S7XG6l3

EPA grants to help with runoff pollution in Oklahoma waters 

http://newsok.com/epa-grants-to-help-with-runoff-pollution-in-oklahoma-

waters/article/3709502#ixzz26S7g7Wcx

Rain eases drought as Midwest corn harvest unfolds 

http://newsok.com/rain-eases-drought-as-midwest-corn-harvest-

unfolds/article/3709488#ixzz26S7mPNjz

U.S. crop insurance losses mount amid drought

http://newsok.com/u.s.-crop-insurance-losses-mount-amid-drought/article/3709489

Oil boom fuels new home construction throughout Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/oil-boom-fuels-new-home-construction-throughout-

oklahoma/article/3709497#ixzz26S7yPnaO

Fed unveils bold, open-ended steps to aid economy 
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House passes 6-month spending bill

http://newsok.com/house-passes-6-month-spending-bill/article/feed/434109

Hobby Lobby adds powerful voice in fight against Obamacare mandate 

http://newsok.com/hobby-lobby-adds-powerful-voice-in-fight-against-obamacare-

mandate/article/3709448#ixzz26S8SdUSs

Oklahoma special-needs scholarship law has ironic consequence

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-special-needs-scholarship-law-has-ironic-

consequence/article/3709447

Any glimmer of hope worth grasping for Oklahoma Democratic Party officials 

http://newsok.com/any-glimmer-of-hope-worth-grasping-for-oklahoma-democratic-

party-officials/article/3709446#ixzz26S8h922D

New eight-year bridge repair plan a victory for Oklahoma lawmakers 

http://newsok.com/new-eight-year-bridge-repair-plan-a-victory-for-oklahoma-

lawmakers/article/3709146#ixzz26S8mHmQj

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

New law could increase backlog at Oklahoma jails

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120914_16_A9_OKLAHO594237

 

Judge rules against third-party candidates on Oklahoma ballots

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120914_16_A9_OKLAHO212432

 

Oklahoma's court challenge to Affordable Care Act at a crossroads

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120914_16_A1_CUTLIN825879

 

Oklahoman Harold Hamm says oil industry tax incentives should remain

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A9_Oklaho649852

 

Oklahoma plans to ensure vets, state get deserved funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120914_12_A1_OKLAHO79789

 

2nd District candidate Mullin is released from hospital

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A9_Christ615365

 

Foreign policy at forefront is a Romney hurdle

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120914_688_0_hrimgs767548

 

Tulsa Council asks for Transit study on frequency vs. coverage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120914_11_A1_ULNSus774549

 

U.S. identifies key figure behind anti-Muslim film

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120914_13_A7_WSIGOe597058

 

House passes 6-month spending bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120914_13_A4_WASHIN815601

 

Jim Inhofe wants to cut aid to Egypt and Libya

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_16_A6_Ihfato680085

 

Police: Cremated remains stolen in Okla. burglary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120914_12_0_CHICKA989549

 

Vietnam veteran retires from Guard

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_12_A5_CUTLIN600799

 

Oklahoma gets $2.06 million water quality grant from EPA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_12_A9_TheEPA602993

 

Police say Victory Christian Center withheld girl's claims of rape by church worker

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120914_11_A11_ULNSbc820464

 

Filling school funding gaps with donations termed not sustainable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=324&articleid=20120914_19_A1_CUTLIN700226

 

TU's statement on Orsak's firing light on details

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=693&articleid=20120914_16_A11_CUTLIN615250

 

Tulsa Public Schools beefs up security at Barnard site after fire
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CEO of Health Care Authority to retire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120914_17_A9_Oklaho995905#

 

A terrorist attack and political blunders

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120914_61_A16_Thesto42042

 

Recovery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120914_61_A16_Things91248

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

More expensive gas pushes up U.S. wholesale prices

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/more-expensive-gas-pushes-up-u-s-wholesale-

prices-general-news/

 

Elevations: Oklahoma Department of Corrections chapels

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/elevations-oklahoma-department-of-corrections-

chapels-real-estate/

 

Average on 30-year U.S. mortgage stays at 3.55 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/average-on-30-year-u-s-mortgage-stays-at-3-

55-pct-real-estate/

 

Oil rises after Fed takes steps to boost economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/oil-rises-after-fed-takes-steps-to-boost-

economy-energy/

 

Shannon plans for ‘doomsday’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/shannon-plans-for-doomsday-capitol/

 

Mullin bid documents outline source of funds

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/mullin-bid-documents-outline-source-of-funds-

capitol/

 

Fourth Reading: Fix the evaporating email problem

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/13/fourth-reading-fix-the-email-problem-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
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Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com
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KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Oct. 27-29, 2012
Date: Monday, October 29, 2012 10:00:47 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

U.S. Supreme Court to decide if it will hear Oklahoma's 'personhood' dispute

http://newsok.com/u.s.-supreme-court-to-decide-if-it-will-hear-oklahomas-

personhood-dispute/article/3723528#ixzz2AhBRULud

 

Oklahoma police open to Open Carry, but adjustment will be required

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-police-open-to-open-carry-but-adjustment-will-be-

required/article/3723065#ixzz2Ah6MRaVq

 

Oklahoma Republican Markwayne Mullin surges past Democrat Rob Wallace in

congressional campaign cash

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-republican-markwayne-mullin-surges-past-democrat-

rob-wallace-in-congressional-campaign-cash/article/3722687#ixzz2AhA5udQr

 

Ongoing online survey finds many Oklahoma believe state doesn't welcome diversity

http://newsok.com/ongoing-online-survey-finds-many-oklahoma-believe-state-

doesnt-welcome-diversity/article/3722991#ixzz2Ah6YxXSg

 

Oklahoma congressional candidates campaigns are expensive

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressional-candidates-campaigns-are-

expensive/article/3723045

 

Oklahoma's vote on intangible property tax exemption to have uncertain financial

impact on homeowners

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-vote-on-intangible-property-tax-exemption-to-have-

uncertain-financial-impact-on-homeowners/article/3723041#ixzz2Ah7S58QG

 

What is intangible property?

http://newsok.com/what-is-intangible-property/article/3723040

 

Oklahoma Watch: Influx of Hispanics brings cultural divide to Heavener

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-watch-influx-of-hispanics-brings-cultural-divide-to-

heavener/article/3723077#ixzz2Ah7ZFgGn

 

A new Senate seat in south-central Oklahoma draws candidates focused on rural-

conservative values

http://newsok.com/a-new-senate-seat-in-south-central-oklahoma-draws-candidates-

focused-on-rural-conservative-values/article/3723059#ixzz2Ah97ZSPZ

 

Oklahoma House District 101 candidates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-district-101-candidates/article/3685337?
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State Question 766

http://newsok.com/state-question-766/article/3723039

 

Oklahoma Department of Human Services to pay $9,500 to settle lawsuit over child

mix-up

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-department-of-human-services-to-pay-9500-to-settle-

lawsuit-over-child-mix-up/article/3722696#ixzz2AhB9C1ap

 

Texas man convicted of defrauding Chesapeake subsidiary

http://newsok.com/texas-man-convicted-of-defrauding-chesapeake-

subsidiary/article/3722611

 

Oklahoma seeing gasoline prices below $3 again

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeing-gasoline-prices-below-3-again/article/3722646

 

East Coast grinds to a halt as superstorm nears

http://newsok.com/east-coast-grinds-to-a-halt-as-superstorm-

nears/article/feed/454495#ixzz2Ah6DpYbj

 

As devastated as James Harden might be, the former Thunder star is getting the

money he wanted

http://newsok.com/as-devastated-as-james-harden-might-be-the-former-thunder-

star-is-getting-the-money-he-wanted/article/3723393#ixzz2Ah7lKgoz

 

Oklahoma City police shoot 18-year-old man fleeing traffic stop

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-shoot-18-year-old-man-fleeing-traffic-

stop/article/3723525#ixzz2Ah8FXPmO

 

Edmond gets an unexpected $87,799 check

http://newsok.com/edmond-gets-an-unexpected-87799-check/article/3722884?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Cleveland County to hire 16 new jailers

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-to-hire-16-new-jailers/article/3722670?

custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Ex-attorney pleads guilty to stealing $100,000 from client

http://newsok.com/ex-attorney-pleads-guilty-to-stealing-100000-from-
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12 court justices seek voters' OK to keep jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_VO5_CUTLIN653420
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_VO5_CUTLIN653420
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO5_ULNSbL780089
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO5_ULNSbL780089
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN321967
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN321967
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN228279
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN228279
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121029_13_A14_WASHIN240544
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121029_13_A14_WASHIN240544
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A26_hGovMa841107
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A26_hGovMa841107
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_12_0_OKLAHO258260
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_12_0_OKLAHO258260
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_12_0_OKLAHO975311
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_12_0_OKLAHO975311
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_11_0_hrimgs113626
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_11_0_hrimgs113626
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_12_A11_BROKEN408135
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_12_A11_BROKEN408135
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_262_VO3_Therea350614
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_262_VO3_Therea350614
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_262_VO3_Thiswi583210
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_262_VO3_Thiswi583210


http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121028_14_VO4_Adozen344286

 

Area counties to vote on taxes, Sunday liquor sales

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_12_A15_ASandS707415

 

Oklahoma Guard troops deploy to Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_12_A24_CUTLIN618913

 

Deer-vehicle collision danger rises in November

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_12_A24_Oklaho305528
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Questioning the Candidates: District 16
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Questioning the Candidates: District 14
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Questioning the Candidates: District 12
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Political Report Notebook: Inhofe gets “Dodo”

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_336_A26_Aniomn705218

 

City of Tulsa employment down 8 percent since 2008
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State gets few complaints about compounding pharmacies
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Oklahoma school report cards finding resistance from parents
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Mortgage servicers provide relief to Oklahomans facing foreclosure
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City identifies space for needed growth
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For retention: 12 judges on Nov. 6 ballot
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Editorial: Vision2 plan supportable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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Editorial: For Wallace
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Grade cards
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Comprehensive city safety program evolving
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Domestic oil production up and going higher
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Local health-care infrastructure progressing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121021_11_G1_Birthd245790

 

Counting for something
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chasing oil-field outlaws: Theft of crude, equipment increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-theft-difficult-to-stop-energy/

 

Economy, debt dominate Oklahoma 5th District forum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/economy-debt-dominate-oklahoma-5th-district-

forum-capitol/

 

AMC to take over Penn Square Mall cineplex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/amc-to-take-over-penn-square-mall-cineplex-

real-estate/

 

Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-

contributors-finance/

 

Air Power Systems continues growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/air-power-systems-continues-growth-general-

news/

 

Firm seeks balance in OKC central park design

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/firm-seeks-balance-in-okc-central-park-design-

real-estate/

 

OCU plots new use for law building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/ocu-plots-new-use-for-law-building-real-estate/

 

Smoking mad over business name: Barbecue pit masters battle in court

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/smoking-mad-over-business-name-barbecue-

pit-masters-battle-in-court-law/

 

Lawmakers study state employee pay

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/lawmakers-study-state-employee-pay-capitol/

 

H.W. Allen pays $4M for south Tulsa’s Shops at Harvard Parke

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/h-w-allen-pays-4m-for-south-tulsas-shops-at-

harvard-parke-real-estate/

 

These Walls: Devon Energy Center

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/these-walls-devon-energy-center-real-estate/
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[WWWO] State Chamber begins development of 2013 legislative agenda

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/wwwo-state-chamber-begins-development-of-

2013-legislative-agenda/

 

Business Briefs: Oct. 29, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/business-briefs-oct-29-2012-general-news/

 

Texas Brine billed $321,000 for sinkhole

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/texas-brine-billed-321000-for-sinkhole-general-

news/

 

Dallas firm plots expansion of Bixby’s Encore Memorial apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/dallas-firm-plots-expansion-of-bixby-apartment-

complex-real-estate/

 

Renovations close to completion at Bossier mall

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/renovations-close-to-completion-at-bossier-mall-

real-estate/

 

Oil rises slightly on economic data

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-rises-slightly-on-economic-data-energy/

 

N.M. oil refinery to pay $400K fine over explosion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/n-m-oil-refinery-to-pay-400k-fine-over-

explosion-energy/

 

Utah board backs 1st U.S. oil sands project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/utah-board-backs-1st-u-s-oil-sands-project-

energy/

 

U.S. drops 13 to 1,826 rigs exploring for oil, gas

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/u-s-drops-13-to-1826-rigs-exploring-for-oil-gas-

energy/

 

Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-

contributors-finance/

 

Study: Flood of money leaving China

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/study-flood-of-money-leaving-china-finance/

 

Boeing touts outsourcing for suppliers to Mexico

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/boeing-touts-outsourcing-for-suppliers-to-

mexico-aerospace/

 

Roth: Water, anyone?

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/roth-water-anyone-opinion/
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Candidates downplay party in 2nd District race
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

U.S. Supreme Court to decide if it will hear Oklahoma's 'personhood' dispute

http://newsok.com/u.s.-supreme-court-to-decide-if-it-will-hear-oklahomas-

personhood-dispute/article/3723528#ixzz2AhBRULud

 

Oklahoma police open to Open Carry, but adjustment will be required

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-police-open-to-open-carry-but-adjustment-will-be-

required/article/3723065#ixzz2Ah6MRaVq

 

Oklahoma Republican Markwayne Mullin surges past Democrat Rob Wallace in

congressional campaign cash

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-republican-markwayne-mullin-surges-past-democrat-

rob-wallace-in-congressional-campaign-cash/article/3722687#ixzz2AhA5udQr

 

Ongoing online survey finds many Oklahoma believe state doesn't welcome diversity

http://newsok.com/ongoing-online-survey-finds-many-oklahoma-believe-state-

doesnt-welcome-diversity/article/3722991#ixzz2Ah6YxXSg

 

Oklahoma congressional candidates campaigns are expensive

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressional-candidates-campaigns-are-

expensive/article/3723045

 

Oklahoma's vote on intangible property tax exemption to have uncertain financial

impact on homeowners

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-vote-on-intangible-property-tax-exemption-to-have-

uncertain-financial-impact-on-homeowners/article/3723041#ixzz2Ah7S58QG

 

What is intangible property?

http://newsok.com/what-is-intangible-property/article/3723040

 

Oklahoma Watch: Influx of Hispanics brings cultural divide to Heavener

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-watch-influx-of-hispanics-brings-cultural-divide-to-

heavener/article/3723077#ixzz2Ah7ZFgGn

 

A new Senate seat in south-central Oklahoma draws candidates focused on rural-

conservative values

http://newsok.com/a-new-senate-seat-in-south-central-oklahoma-draws-candidates-

focused-on-rural-conservative-values/article/3723059#ixzz2Ah97ZSPZ

 

Oklahoma House District 101 candidates
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Texas man convicted of defrauding Chesapeake subsidiary
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Oklahoma seeing gasoline prices below $3 again
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East Coast grinds to a halt as superstorm nears
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As devastated as James Harden might be, the former Thunder star is getting the

money he wanted
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Oklahoma City police shoot 18-year-old man fleeing traffic stop
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Edmond gets an unexpected $87,799 check
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Cleveland County to hire 16 new jailers
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Ex-attorney pleads guilty to stealing $100,000 from client
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Executive Q&A: Tulsa native returns to Oklahoma to head St. Anthony Hospital
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Oklahoma City police warn shoppers to be aware during holidays
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Bell ringers sought to raise money for Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign
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ScissorTales: Tax cut still a top priority, OCPA president insists
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Candidate doesn't want to be elected
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Republicans lead Democrats in Oklahoma absentee votes
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12 court justices seek voters' OK to keep jobs
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Area counties to vote on taxes, Sunday liquor sales
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Fallen soldier Anthony Peterson has portion of U.S. 169 highway named in his honor
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Questioning the Candidates: District 39
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Henderson, Jones again face off
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Voter's Guide: 3 Tulsa-area legislative races are ones to watch
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Questioning the Candidates: District 71
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Questioning the Candidates: District 36
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Questioning the Candidates: District 29
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Questioning the Candidates: District 23
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Political Report Notebook: Inhofe gets “Dodo”
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City of Tulsa employment down 8 percent since 2008
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State gets few complaints about compounding pharmacies
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Oklahoma school report cards finding resistance from parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121028_19_A1_CUTLIN744112

 

Mortgage servicers provide relief to Oklahomans facing foreclosure
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City identifies space for needed growth
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For retention: 12 judges on Nov. 6 ballot
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Editorial: Vision2 plan supportable
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Grade cards
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Domestic oil production up and going higher
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chasing oil-field outlaws: Theft of crude, equipment increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-theft-difficult-to-stop-energy/

 

Economy, debt dominate Oklahoma 5th District forum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/economy-debt-dominate-oklahoma-5th-district-

forum-capitol/

 

AMC to take over Penn Square Mall cineplex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/amc-to-take-over-penn-square-mall-cineplex-

real-estate/

 

Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-

contributors-finance/

 

Air Power Systems continues growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/air-power-systems-continues-growth-general-

news/

 

Firm seeks balance in OKC central park design

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/firm-seeks-balance-in-okc-central-park-design-

real-estate/

 

OCU plots new use for law building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/ocu-plots-new-use-for-law-building-real-estate/

 

Smoking mad over business name: Barbecue pit masters battle in court

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/smoking-mad-over-business-name-barbecue-

pit-masters-battle-in-court-law/

 

Lawmakers study state employee pay

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/lawmakers-study-state-employee-pay-capitol/

 

H.W. Allen pays $4M for south Tulsa’s Shops at Harvard Parke

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/h-w-allen-pays-4m-for-south-tulsas-shops-at-

harvard-parke-real-estate/

 

These Walls: Devon Energy Center

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/these-walls-devon-energy-center-real-estate/
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[WWWO] State Chamber begins development of 2013 legislative agenda

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/wwwo-state-chamber-begins-development-of-

2013-legislative-agenda/

 

Business Briefs: Oct. 29, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/business-briefs-oct-29-2012-general-news/

 

Texas Brine billed $321,000 for sinkhole

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/texas-brine-billed-321000-for-sinkhole-general-

news/

 

Dallas firm plots expansion of Bixby’s Encore Memorial apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/dallas-firm-plots-expansion-of-bixby-apartment-

complex-real-estate/

 

Renovations close to completion at Bossier mall

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/renovations-close-to-completion-at-bossier-mall-

real-estate/

 

Oil rises slightly on economic data

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-rises-slightly-on-economic-data-energy/

 

N.M. oil refinery to pay $400K fine over explosion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/n-m-oil-refinery-to-pay-400k-fine-over-

explosion-energy/

 

Utah board backs 1st U.S. oil sands project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/utah-board-backs-1st-u-s-oil-sands-project-

energy/

 

U.S. drops 13 to 1,826 rigs exploring for oil, gas

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/u-s-drops-13-to-1826-rigs-exploring-for-oil-gas-

energy/

 

Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-

contributors-finance/

 

Study: Flood of money leaving China

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/study-flood-of-money-leaving-china-finance/

 

Boeing touts outsourcing for suppliers to Mexico

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/boeing-touts-outsourcing-for-suppliers-to-

mexico-aerospace/

 

Roth: Water, anyone?

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/roth-water-anyone-opinion/
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Candidates downplay party in 2nd District race
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Oct. 13-15, 2012
Date: Monday, October 15, 2012 9:43:13 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Six state questions on Nov. 6 ballot

http://newsok.com/six-state-questions-on-nov.-6-ballot/article/3718210

 

Oklahoma prison workers need pay increase, legislative panel told

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prison-workers-need-pay-increase-legislative-panel-

told/article/3717957#ixzz29NK2a4wN

 

Oil companies are accused in Oklahoma, other states of profiting from pollution

http://newsok.com/oil-companies-are-accused-in-oklahoma-other-states-of-profiting-

from-pollution/article/3718446#ixzz29NJ9WVfR

 

Oklahoma state Capitol briefs, Oct. 12

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs-oct.-12/article/3717959

 

Replacing Oklahoma Highway Patrol vehicles sooner could pay off for agency,

lawmaker says

http://newsok.com/replacing-oklahoma-highway-patrol-vehicles-sooner-could-pay-

off-for-agency-lawmaker-says/article/3717975#ixzz29NKJFKpC

 

Obamacare funding helps to keep Oklahoma programs up and running

http://newsok.com/obamacare-funding-helps-to-keep-oklahoma-programs-up-and-

running/article/3718701#ixzz29NB2hrn9

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin's travel expenses add up

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-travel-expenses-add-

up/article/3718815#ixzz29NBBoNOz

 

Interactive: Governor's Travels

http://newsok.com/interactive-governors-travels/article/3711737

 

Not all Oklahoma Highway Patrol travel costs are released

http://newsok.com/not-all-oklahoma-highway-patrol-travel-costs-are-

released/article/3718817#ixzz29NIkOXXm

 

Gov. Mary Fallin has flown to Grand Lake home

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-has-flown-to-grand-lake-

home/article/3718816#ixzz29NIvCeDl

 

State auditor investigates allegations by Oklahoma City police officer about

corruption, cover-up

mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
http://www.newsok.com/
http://newsok.com/six-state-questions-on-nov.-6-ballot/article/3718210
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prison-workers-need-pay-increase-legislative-panel-told/article/3717957#ixzz29NK2a4wN
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prison-workers-need-pay-increase-legislative-panel-told/article/3717957#ixzz29NK2a4wN
http://newsok.com/oil-companies-are-accused-in-oklahoma-other-states-of-profiting-from-pollution/article/3718446#ixzz29NJ9WVfR
http://newsok.com/oil-companies-are-accused-in-oklahoma-other-states-of-profiting-from-pollution/article/3718446#ixzz29NJ9WVfR
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs-oct.-12/article/3717959
http://newsok.com/replacing-oklahoma-highway-patrol-vehicles-sooner-could-pay-off-for-agency-lawmaker-says/article/3717975#ixzz29NKJFKpC
http://newsok.com/replacing-oklahoma-highway-patrol-vehicles-sooner-could-pay-off-for-agency-lawmaker-says/article/3717975#ixzz29NKJFKpC
http://newsok.com/obamacare-funding-helps-to-keep-oklahoma-programs-up-and-running/article/3718701#ixzz29NB2hrn9
http://newsok.com/obamacare-funding-helps-to-keep-oklahoma-programs-up-and-running/article/3718701#ixzz29NB2hrn9
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-travel-expenses-add-up/article/3718815#ixzz29NBBoNOz
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-travel-expenses-add-up/article/3718815#ixzz29NBBoNOz
http://newsok.com/interactive-governors-travels/article/3711737
http://newsok.com/not-all-oklahoma-highway-patrol-travel-costs-are-released/article/3718817#ixzz29NIkOXXm
http://newsok.com/not-all-oklahoma-highway-patrol-travel-costs-are-released/article/3718817#ixzz29NIkOXXm
http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-has-flown-to-grand-lake-home/article/3718816#ixzz29NIvCeDl
http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-has-flown-to-grand-lake-home/article/3718816#ixzz29NIvCeDl


http://newsok.com/state-auditor-investigates-allegations-by-oklahoma-city-police-

officer-about-corruption-cover-up/article/3719189#ixzz29NBtpx62

 

Senators seek to file brief in Hobby Lobby suit

http://newsok.com/senators-seek-to-file-brief-in-hobby-lobby-

suit/article/3718206#ixzz29NJrjgVn

 

Oklahoma company wins Ford Motor Co. certification for CNG conversions

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-company-wins-ford-motor-co.-certification-for-cng-

conversions/article/3717990#ixzz29NONGavT

 

Oklahoma cities, counties, school districts fail review of information on their websites

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-counties-school-districts-fail-review-of-

information-on-their-websites/article/3718476#ixzz29NMlS4Wz

 

At a glance: Oklahoma government website grades

http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-oklahoma-government-website-

grades/article/3718477

 

High schools may play role in college success, report suggests

http://newsok.com/high-schools-may-play-role-in-college-success-report-

suggests/article/3717967#ixzz29NNT8E74

 

Former OSU basketball player Darrell Williams released from jail after 1-year

sentence suspended

http://newsok.com/former-osu-basketball-player-darrell-williams-released-from-jail-

after-1-year-sentence-suspended/article/3718208#ixzz29NLgIWWk

 

Construction continues on new Edmond aquatic center

http://newsok.com/construction-continues-on-new-edmond-aquatic-

center/article/3717639?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Two in Edmond hospitalized after using synthetic drugs

http://newsok.com/two-in-edmond-hospitalized-after-using-synthetic-

drugs/article/3717580#ixzz29NESN5rp

 

Seven playgrounds closed after safety risk discovered

http://knowit.newsok.com/seven-playgrounds-closed-after-safety-risk-

discovered/article/3717950

 

With health reform mandates looming a little more than a year away ...

http://newsok.com/with-health-reform-mandates-looming-a-little-more-than-a-year-

away-.../article/3718654#ixzz29NBXhT6V

 

Should Oklahoma deer hunters have a one-buck limit?

http://newsok.com/should-oklahoma-deer-hunters-have-a-one-buck-

limit/article/3719011#ixzz29NGui99U

 

http://newsok.com/state-auditor-investigates-allegations-by-oklahoma-city-police-officer-about-corruption-cover-up/article/3719189#ixzz29NBtpx62
http://newsok.com/state-auditor-investigates-allegations-by-oklahoma-city-police-officer-about-corruption-cover-up/article/3719189#ixzz29NBtpx62
http://newsok.com/senators-seek-to-file-brief-in-hobby-lobby-suit/article/3718206#ixzz29NJrjgVn
http://newsok.com/senators-seek-to-file-brief-in-hobby-lobby-suit/article/3718206#ixzz29NJrjgVn
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-company-wins-ford-motor-co.-certification-for-cng-conversions/article/3717990#ixzz29NONGavT
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-company-wins-ford-motor-co.-certification-for-cng-conversions/article/3717990#ixzz29NONGavT
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-counties-school-districts-fail-review-of-information-on-their-websites/article/3718476#ixzz29NMlS4Wz
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-counties-school-districts-fail-review-of-information-on-their-websites/article/3718476#ixzz29NMlS4Wz
http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-oklahoma-government-website-grades/article/3718477
http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-oklahoma-government-website-grades/article/3718477
http://newsok.com/high-schools-may-play-role-in-college-success-report-suggests/article/3717967#ixzz29NNT8E74
http://newsok.com/high-schools-may-play-role-in-college-success-report-suggests/article/3717967#ixzz29NNT8E74
http://newsok.com/former-osu-basketball-player-darrell-williams-released-from-jail-after-1-year-sentence-suspended/article/3718208#ixzz29NLgIWWk
http://newsok.com/former-osu-basketball-player-darrell-williams-released-from-jail-after-1-year-sentence-suspended/article/3718208#ixzz29NLgIWWk
http://newsok.com/construction-continues-on-new-edmond-aquatic-center/article/3717639?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news
http://newsok.com/construction-continues-on-new-edmond-aquatic-center/article/3717639?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news
http://newsok.com/two-in-edmond-hospitalized-after-using-synthetic-drugs/article/3717580#ixzz29NESN5rp
http://newsok.com/two-in-edmond-hospitalized-after-using-synthetic-drugs/article/3717580#ixzz29NESN5rp
http://knowit.newsok.com/seven-playgrounds-closed-after-safety-risk-discovered/article/3717950
http://knowit.newsok.com/seven-playgrounds-closed-after-safety-risk-discovered/article/3717950
http://newsok.com/with-health-reform-mandates-looming-a-little-more-than-a-year-away-.../article/3718654#ixzz29NBXhT6V
http://newsok.com/with-health-reform-mandates-looming-a-little-more-than-a-year-away-.../article/3718654#ixzz29NBXhT6V
http://newsok.com/should-oklahoma-deer-hunters-have-a-one-buck-limit/article/3719011#ixzz29NGui99U
http://newsok.com/should-oklahoma-deer-hunters-have-a-one-buck-limit/article/3719011#ixzz29NGui99U


Oklahoma AG to reveal homeowner checks from lenders

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-to-reveal-homeowner-checks-from-

lenders/article/3719196#ixzz29NBinz9u

 

BrightFarms based in New York is seeing site suggestions for an Oklahoma City

greenhouse

http://newsok.com/brightfarms-based-in-new-york-is-seeing-site-suggestions-for-an-

oklahoma-city-greenhouse/article/3718393#ixzz29NO7fqCB

 

Chesapeake wants to sell more Oklahoma property

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-wants-to-sell-more-oklahoma-

property/article/3717970

 

Hispanic gang MS-13 gang causes concern for Oklahoma law enforcement

http://newsok.com/hispanic-gang-ms-13-gang-causes-concern-for-oklahoma-law-

enforcement/article/3718429#ixzz29NLJCJMy

 

Oklahoma City police recruit critically injured Friday

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-recruit-critically-injured-

friday/article/3718333

 

Prosecutors won't file charges in Oklahoma City officer shooting

http://newsok.com/prosecutors-wont-file-charges-in-oklahoma-city-officer-

shooting/article/3718823#ixzz29NEkJzVn

 

Trial set for Muldrow man charged with murder of parents

http://newsok.com/trial-set-for-muldrow-man-charged-with-murder-of-

parents/article/3718199#ixzz29NISails

 

Male sexual assault victims face different issues than females, experts say

http://newsok.com/male-sexual-assault-victims-face-different-issues-than-females-

experts-say/article/3718754#ixzz29NCPXBjt

 

More small rural hospitals in Oklahoma are joining larger systems

http://newsok.com/more-small-rural-hospitals-in-oklahoma-are-joining-larger-

systems/article/3718766#ixzz29NLzbLoz

 

Oklahoma organization helps deaf and blind people achieve their potential

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-organization-helps-deaf-and-blind-people-achieve-

their-potential/article/3718519#ixzz29NMAuCH4

 

University of Oklahoma mixed-gender housing program is a success, officials say

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-mixed-gender-housing-program-is-a-

success-officials-say/article/3718334#ixzz29NNHh4U5

 

University of Central Oklahoma's Forensic Science Institute has grown to more than

500 students

http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahomas-forensic-science-institute-has-
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grown-to-more-than-500-students/article/3719083#ixzz29NCBXEQd

 

Oklahoma City University trustees near vote on law school's purchase of old Central

High School building

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-university-trustees-near-vote-on-law-schools-

purchase-of-old-central-high-school-building/article/3718391#ixzz29NLRONYi

 

Noble Foundation names leader of small grains program

http://newsok.com/noble-foundation-names-leader-of-small-grains-

program/article/3718864#ixzz29NMQDI68

 

Media ethics conference set for University of Central Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/media-ethics-conference-set-for-university-of-central-

oklahoma/article/3717979#ixzz29NDyLSVK

 

Tulsa tax plan hits the right notes

http://newsok.com/tulsa-tax-plan-hits-the-right-notes/article/3718307

 

Lawmaker's concern over Oklahoma prison staffing isn't just hyperbole

http://newsok.com/lawmakers-concern-over-oklahoma-prison-staffing-isnt-just-

hyperbole/article/3718308#ixzz29NPUimYA

 

Oklahoma Municipal League should offer its own firefighter pension proposal

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-municipal-league-should-offer-its-own-firefighter-

pension-proposal/article/3718309#ixzz29NPby71k

 

Three incumbents, two GOP hopefuls merit support in Oklahoma congressional

elections

 http://newsok.com/three-incumbents-two-gop-hopefuls-merit-support-in-oklahoma-

congressional-elections/article/3718295#ixzz29NPj3O4s

 

State Question 765: Revamping DHS model would benefit Oklahomans

http://newsok.com/state-question-765-revamping-dhs-model-would-benefit-

oklahomans/article/3718296#ixzz29NPs8Oxd

 

Oklahoma officials fight back against invasive Eastern red cedar

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-fight-back-against-invasive-eastern-red-

cedar/article/3717991#ixzz29NQ3qhLb
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Tulsa chamber says talks with American Airlines intense
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Gov. Mary Fallin's $273,000 in taxpayer-funded travel draws scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_16_A1_CUTLIN389931

 

Veteran centers under scrutiny after two deaths

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20121014_17_A1_CUTLIN776144

 

State Question 764 would back loans for water, sewer projects

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_Forvot924840

 

2nd District candidate Markwayne Mullin talks on federal regulations in national

address

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_ULNSbc176911

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Barresi becoming political hot potato

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_Republ506431

 

A-to F report card plan draws stiff contrasts with other states
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Despite objections to 'Obamacare,' Oklahomans received $25.5 million in federal

health care funding
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Sunday Morning Quarterback
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Ex-inmates on Mullin payroll stoking fire
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City readies industrial site clean up plan
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Obama, Romney put campaigning on hold to prepare for debate
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GOP senator alleges cover-up on Libya
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Social Security benefit boost to be slight in 2013
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Vision2 funding could help repair Tulsa's city pools
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City Hall report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121014_11_A15_hQuota777358

 

Political Notebook: Voter education forum Sunday
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Jazz Hall still behind on bills
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State auditor investigates allegations by Oklahoma City police officer about

corruption, cover-up

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121015_12_0_OKLAHO367142

 

Oklahoma AG to reveal homeowner checks from lenders
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OKC police cadet dies after training accident
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Pryor schools helping kids get fit
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Many military veterans frustrated by claims backlog, 'endless' process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_A1_USMari895463

 

TPS, churches work together in effort to get more parents involved

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121015_19_A1_CUTLIN854491
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Body found of boy, 14, swept away in creek

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_A1_ULNSct299478

 

Advocates help victims, families deal with court process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121015_11_A11_CUTLIN136366

 

Oklahoma groups to mark White Cane Safety Day

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_0_OKLAHO505347

 

Tulsa police see rise in child abuse

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121015_11_A11_Thenum292037

 

Video-gaming marathon to raise funds for children's hospitals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_17_A2_CUTLIN471410

 

Program educates teen dads on being active parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121014_11_A1_CUTLIN2692

 

Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame's past-due utility bills have been paid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_11_0_TheOkl594199

 

Oil companies are accused of double-dipping taxpayers, profiting from pollution

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_14_A14_ULNSbf383998

 

Politics? Planned Parenthood booted from WIC program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121015_61_A9_CUTLIN329360

 

Editorial: For Olson

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121014_61_G6_Therac456570

 

AG opinion addresses early release issue

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121013_61_A22_CUTLIN926686

 

Finally, an informative debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121013_61_A22_Thedeb867142
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Internet another tool/weapon in evolution

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20121014_213_G6_Intheo899034

 

Culture wars (cont.)

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121014_211_G1_CUTLIN534510

 

Recreational marijuana up for vote in 3 states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20121014_214_G1_CUTLIN216406

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

State lawmakers support HB 1970

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/state-lawmakers-support-hb-1970-capitol/

 

Spring-loaded strategies: Expansion, services part of L&M growth efforts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/spring-loaded-strategies-expansion-services-

part-of-lm-growth-efforts-general-news/

 

Great Plains sued over explosion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/great-plains-sued-over-explosion-energy/

 

Veterans center head to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/

 

SandRidge Commons restaurant set to open this winter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sandridge-commons-restaurant-set-to-open-

this-winter-energy/

 

Diversity expert to speak at summit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/diversity-expert-to-speak-at-summit-general-

news/   

 

CNG parts supplier receives CSA International

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/cng-parts-supplier-receives-csa-international-

energy/

 

Couch responds to contract charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/couch-responds-to-contract-charges-general-

news/

 

Filling demand: CNG parts suppliers use highest certification for products

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/filling-demand-cng-parts-suppliers-use-highest-

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=213&articleid=20121014_213_G6_Intheo899034
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=213&articleid=20121014_213_G6_Intheo899034
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20121014_211_G1_CUTLIN534510
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20121014_211_G1_CUTLIN534510
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=214&articleid=20121014_214_G1_CUTLIN216406
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=214&articleid=20121014_214_G1_CUTLIN216406
http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/state-lawmakers-support-hb-1970-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/spring-loaded-strategies-expansion-services-part-of-lm-growth-efforts-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/spring-loaded-strategies-expansion-services-part-of-lm-growth-efforts-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/great-plains-sued-over-explosion-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sandridge-commons-restaurant-set-to-open-this-winter-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sandridge-commons-restaurant-set-to-open-this-winter-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/diversity-expert-to-speak-at-summit-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/diversity-expert-to-speak-at-summit-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/cng-parts-supplier-receives-csa-international-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/cng-parts-supplier-receives-csa-international-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/couch-responds-to-contract-charges-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/couch-responds-to-contract-charges-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/filling-demand-cng-parts-suppliers-use-highest-certification-for-products/


certification-for-products/

 

Veterans center head to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/

 

Wal-Mart to accelerate small store growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/wal-mart-to-accelerate-small-store-growth-

general-news/

 

These Walls: International Crystal Manufacturing building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/these-walls-international-crystal-manufacturing-

building-real-estate/

 

Parnell eyeing ways to further advance gas line

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/parnell-eyeing-ways-to-further-advance-gas-

line-energy/

 

Oil rises slightly on unrest in the Middle East

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/oil-rises-slightly-on-unrest-in-the-middle-east-

energy/

 

Report: Pa. has 200,000 abandoned oil, gas wells

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/report-pa-has-200000-abandoned-oil-gas-wells-

energy/

 

Plan to streamline solar development in West OK’d

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/plan-to-streamline-solar-development-in-west-

okd-energy/

 

Tribes want bigger cut of tax revenue

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/tribes-want-bigger-cut-of-tax-revenue-energy/

 

More retailers object to credit card settlement

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/more-retailers-object-to-credit-card-settlement-

finance/

 

U.S. Small Business Administration-backed loans: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sba-loans-10-15-12-finance/

 

Stock market has its worst week since June

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/stock-market-has-its-worst-week-since-june-

finance/

 

JPMorgan turns in record profit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/jpmorgan-turns-in-record-profit-finance/

 

Roth: Earth’s past frozen in time

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/roth-earths-past-frozen-in-time-opinion/
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News Briefs: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/news-briefs-10-15-12-general-news/

 

Week in Review: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/week-in-review-10-15-12-general-news/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge rules man accused in mother’s death insane

 

Parole ballot issue draws opposition

 

Court sets execution dates
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/news-briefs-10-15-12-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/week-in-review-10-15-12-general-news/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1133185925/Judge-rules-man-accused-in-mother-s-death-insane
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1133185369/Parole-ballot-issue-draws-opposition
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x674145318/Court-sets-execution-dates
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/


http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Oct. 13-15, 2012
Date: Monday, October 15, 2012 9:43:13 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Six state questions on Nov. 6 ballot

http://newsok.com/six-state-questions-on-nov.-6-ballot/article/3718210

 

Oklahoma prison workers need pay increase, legislative panel told

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prison-workers-need-pay-increase-legislative-panel-

told/article/3717957#ixzz29NK2a4wN

 

Oil companies are accused in Oklahoma, other states of profiting from pollution

http://newsok.com/oil-companies-are-accused-in-oklahoma-other-states-of-profiting-

from-pollution/article/3718446#ixzz29NJ9WVfR

 

Oklahoma state Capitol briefs, Oct. 12

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs-oct.-12/article/3717959

 

Replacing Oklahoma Highway Patrol vehicles sooner could pay off for agency,

lawmaker says

http://newsok.com/replacing-oklahoma-highway-patrol-vehicles-sooner-could-pay-

off-for-agency-lawmaker-says/article/3717975#ixzz29NKJFKpC

 

Obamacare funding helps to keep Oklahoma programs up and running

http://newsok.com/obamacare-funding-helps-to-keep-oklahoma-programs-up-and-

running/article/3718701#ixzz29NB2hrn9

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin's travel expenses add up

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-travel-expenses-add-

up/article/3718815#ixzz29NBBoNOz

 

Interactive: Governor's Travels

http://newsok.com/interactive-governors-travels/article/3711737

 

Not all Oklahoma Highway Patrol travel costs are released

http://newsok.com/not-all-oklahoma-highway-patrol-travel-costs-are-

released/article/3718817#ixzz29NIkOXXm

 

Gov. Mary Fallin has flown to Grand Lake home

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-has-flown-to-grand-lake-

home/article/3718816#ixzz29NIvCeDl

 

State auditor investigates allegations by Oklahoma City police officer about

corruption, cover-up
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http://newsok.com/state-auditor-investigates-allegations-by-oklahoma-city-police-

officer-about-corruption-cover-up/article/3719189#ixzz29NBtpx62

 

Senators seek to file brief in Hobby Lobby suit

http://newsok.com/senators-seek-to-file-brief-in-hobby-lobby-

suit/article/3718206#ixzz29NJrjgVn

 

Oklahoma company wins Ford Motor Co. certification for CNG conversions

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-company-wins-ford-motor-co.-certification-for-cng-

conversions/article/3717990#ixzz29NONGavT

 

Oklahoma cities, counties, school districts fail review of information on their websites

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-counties-school-districts-fail-review-of-

information-on-their-websites/article/3718476#ixzz29NMlS4Wz

 

At a glance: Oklahoma government website grades

http://newsok.com/at-a-glance-oklahoma-government-website-

grades/article/3718477

 

High schools may play role in college success, report suggests

http://newsok.com/high-schools-may-play-role-in-college-success-report-

suggests/article/3717967#ixzz29NNT8E74

 

Former OSU basketball player Darrell Williams released from jail after 1-year

sentence suspended

http://newsok.com/former-osu-basketball-player-darrell-williams-released-from-jail-

after-1-year-sentence-suspended/article/3718208#ixzz29NLgIWWk

 

Construction continues on new Edmond aquatic center

http://newsok.com/construction-continues-on-new-edmond-aquatic-

center/article/3717639?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Two in Edmond hospitalized after using synthetic drugs

http://newsok.com/two-in-edmond-hospitalized-after-using-synthetic-

drugs/article/3717580#ixzz29NESN5rp

 

Seven playgrounds closed after safety risk discovered

http://knowit.newsok.com/seven-playgrounds-closed-after-safety-risk-

discovered/article/3717950

 

With health reform mandates looming a little more than a year away ...

http://newsok.com/with-health-reform-mandates-looming-a-little-more-than-a-year-

away-.../article/3718654#ixzz29NBXhT6V

 

Should Oklahoma deer hunters have a one-buck limit?

http://newsok.com/should-oklahoma-deer-hunters-have-a-one-buck-

limit/article/3719011#ixzz29NGui99U
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Oklahoma AG to reveal homeowner checks from lenders

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-to-reveal-homeowner-checks-from-

lenders/article/3719196#ixzz29NBinz9u

 

BrightFarms based in New York is seeing site suggestions for an Oklahoma City

greenhouse

http://newsok.com/brightfarms-based-in-new-york-is-seeing-site-suggestions-for-an-

oklahoma-city-greenhouse/article/3718393#ixzz29NO7fqCB

 

Chesapeake wants to sell more Oklahoma property

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-wants-to-sell-more-oklahoma-

property/article/3717970

 

Hispanic gang MS-13 gang causes concern for Oklahoma law enforcement

http://newsok.com/hispanic-gang-ms-13-gang-causes-concern-for-oklahoma-law-

enforcement/article/3718429#ixzz29NLJCJMy

 

Oklahoma City police recruit critically injured Friday

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-recruit-critically-injured-

friday/article/3718333

 

Prosecutors won't file charges in Oklahoma City officer shooting

http://newsok.com/prosecutors-wont-file-charges-in-oklahoma-city-officer-

shooting/article/3718823#ixzz29NEkJzVn

 

Trial set for Muldrow man charged with murder of parents

http://newsok.com/trial-set-for-muldrow-man-charged-with-murder-of-

parents/article/3718199#ixzz29NISails

 

Male sexual assault victims face different issues than females, experts say

http://newsok.com/male-sexual-assault-victims-face-different-issues-than-females-

experts-say/article/3718754#ixzz29NCPXBjt

 

More small rural hospitals in Oklahoma are joining larger systems

http://newsok.com/more-small-rural-hospitals-in-oklahoma-are-joining-larger-

systems/article/3718766#ixzz29NLzbLoz

 

Oklahoma organization helps deaf and blind people achieve their potential

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-organization-helps-deaf-and-blind-people-achieve-

their-potential/article/3718519#ixzz29NMAuCH4

 

University of Oklahoma mixed-gender housing program is a success, officials say

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-mixed-gender-housing-program-is-a-

success-officials-say/article/3718334#ixzz29NNHh4U5

 

University of Central Oklahoma's Forensic Science Institute has grown to more than

500 students

http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahomas-forensic-science-institute-has-
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Oklahoma City University trustees near vote on law school's purchase of old Central

High School building

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-university-trustees-near-vote-on-law-schools-

purchase-of-old-central-high-school-building/article/3718391#ixzz29NLRONYi

 

Noble Foundation names leader of small grains program

http://newsok.com/noble-foundation-names-leader-of-small-grains-

program/article/3718864#ixzz29NMQDI68

 

Media ethics conference set for University of Central Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/media-ethics-conference-set-for-university-of-central-

oklahoma/article/3717979#ixzz29NDyLSVK

 

Tulsa tax plan hits the right notes

http://newsok.com/tulsa-tax-plan-hits-the-right-notes/article/3718307

 

Lawmaker's concern over Oklahoma prison staffing isn't just hyperbole

http://newsok.com/lawmakers-concern-over-oklahoma-prison-staffing-isnt-just-

hyperbole/article/3718308#ixzz29NPUimYA

 

Oklahoma Municipal League should offer its own firefighter pension proposal

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-municipal-league-should-offer-its-own-firefighter-

pension-proposal/article/3718309#ixzz29NPby71k

 

Three incumbents, two GOP hopefuls merit support in Oklahoma congressional

elections

 http://newsok.com/three-incumbents-two-gop-hopefuls-merit-support-in-oklahoma-

congressional-elections/article/3718295#ixzz29NPj3O4s

 

State Question 765: Revamping DHS model would benefit Oklahomans

http://newsok.com/state-question-765-revamping-dhs-model-would-benefit-

oklahomans/article/3718296#ixzz29NPs8Oxd

 

Oklahoma officials fight back against invasive Eastern red cedar

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-fight-back-against-invasive-eastern-red-

cedar/article/3717991#ixzz29NQ3qhLb
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Tulsa chamber says talks with American Airlines intense
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Gov. Mary Fallin's $273,000 in taxpayer-funded travel draws scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_16_A1_CUTLIN389931

 

Veteran centers under scrutiny after two deaths

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20121014_17_A1_CUTLIN776144

 

State Question 764 would back loans for water, sewer projects

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_Forvot924840

 

2nd District candidate Markwayne Mullin talks on federal regulations in national

address

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_ULNSbc176911

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Barresi becoming political hot potato

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_Republ506431

 

A-to F report card plan draws stiff contrasts with other states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121014_19_A1_CUTLIN887751

 

Despite objections to 'Obamacare,' Oklahomans received $25.5 million in federal

health care funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Sunday Morning Quarterback
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Ex-inmates on Mullin payroll stoking fire
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City readies industrial site clean up plan
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Obama, Romney put campaigning on hold to prepare for debate
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GOP senator alleges cover-up on Libya
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Social Security benefit boost to be slight in 2013

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121015_13_A15_CUTLIN284621

 

Vision2 funding could help repair Tulsa's city pools
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subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_16_A17_CUTLIN270382

 

City Hall report
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Political Notebook: Voter education forum Sunday
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Jazz Hall still behind on bills
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State auditor investigates allegations by Oklahoma City police officer about

corruption, cover-up

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121015_12_0_OKLAHO367142

 

Oklahoma AG to reveal homeowner checks from lenders
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OKC police cadet dies after training accident
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Pryor schools helping kids get fit
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Many military veterans frustrated by claims backlog, 'endless' process
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TPS, churches work together in effort to get more parents involved
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Body found of boy, 14, swept away in creek

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_A1_ULNSct299478

 

Advocates help victims, families deal with court process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121015_11_A11_CUTLIN136366

 

Oklahoma groups to mark White Cane Safety Day

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_0_OKLAHO505347

 

Tulsa police see rise in child abuse

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121015_11_A11_Thenum292037

 

Video-gaming marathon to raise funds for children's hospitals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_17_A2_CUTLIN471410

 

Program educates teen dads on being active parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121014_11_A1_CUTLIN2692

 

Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame's past-due utility bills have been paid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_11_0_TheOkl594199

 

Oil companies are accused of double-dipping taxpayers, profiting from pollution

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121014_14_A14_ULNSbf383998

 

Politics? Planned Parenthood booted from WIC program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121015_61_A9_CUTLIN329360

 

Editorial: For Olson

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121014_61_G6_Therac456570

 

AG opinion addresses early release issue

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121013_61_A22_CUTLIN926686

 

Finally, an informative debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121013_61_A22_Thedeb867142
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Internet another tool/weapon in evolution

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20121014_213_G6_Intheo899034

 

Culture wars (cont.)

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121014_211_G1_CUTLIN534510

 

Recreational marijuana up for vote in 3 states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20121014_214_G1_CUTLIN216406

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

State lawmakers support HB 1970

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/state-lawmakers-support-hb-1970-capitol/

 

Spring-loaded strategies: Expansion, services part of L&M growth efforts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/spring-loaded-strategies-expansion-services-

part-of-lm-growth-efforts-general-news/

 

Great Plains sued over explosion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/great-plains-sued-over-explosion-energy/

 

Veterans center head to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/

 

SandRidge Commons restaurant set to open this winter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sandridge-commons-restaurant-set-to-open-

this-winter-energy/

 

Diversity expert to speak at summit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/diversity-expert-to-speak-at-summit-general-

news/   

 

CNG parts supplier receives CSA International

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/cng-parts-supplier-receives-csa-international-

energy/

 

Couch responds to contract charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/couch-responds-to-contract-charges-general-

news/

 

Filling demand: CNG parts suppliers use highest certification for products

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/filling-demand-cng-parts-suppliers-use-highest-
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certification-for-products/

 

Veterans center head to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/

 

Wal-Mart to accelerate small store growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/wal-mart-to-accelerate-small-store-growth-

general-news/

 

These Walls: International Crystal Manufacturing building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/these-walls-international-crystal-manufacturing-

building-real-estate/

 

Parnell eyeing ways to further advance gas line

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/parnell-eyeing-ways-to-further-advance-gas-

line-energy/

 

Oil rises slightly on unrest in the Middle East

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/oil-rises-slightly-on-unrest-in-the-middle-east-

energy/

 

Report: Pa. has 200,000 abandoned oil, gas wells

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/report-pa-has-200000-abandoned-oil-gas-wells-

energy/

 

Plan to streamline solar development in West OK’d

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/plan-to-streamline-solar-development-in-west-

okd-energy/

 

Tribes want bigger cut of tax revenue

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/tribes-want-bigger-cut-of-tax-revenue-energy/

 

More retailers object to credit card settlement

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/more-retailers-object-to-credit-card-settlement-

finance/

 

U.S. Small Business Administration-backed loans: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sba-loans-10-15-12-finance/

 

Stock market has its worst week since June

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/stock-market-has-its-worst-week-since-june-

finance/

 

JPMorgan turns in record profit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/jpmorgan-turns-in-record-profit-finance/

 

Roth: Earth’s past frozen in time

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/roth-earths-past-frozen-in-time-opinion/
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News Briefs: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/news-briefs-10-15-12-general-news/

 

Week in Review: 10-15-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/week-in-review-10-15-12-general-news/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge rules man accused in mother’s death insane

 

Parole ballot issue draws opposition

 

Court sets execution dates
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:

http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/news-briefs-10-15-12-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/week-in-review-10-15-12-general-news/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1133185925/Judge-rules-man-accused-in-mother-s-death-insane
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x674145318/Court-sets-execution-dates
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
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http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/


http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 27, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 9:37:58 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Supreme Court reversed for failing to follow law in contract dispute 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-reversed-for-failing-to-follow-law-in-

contract-dispute/article/3732229

 

Oklahoma strikes out again in quest for Race to the Top education funds 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-strikes-out-again-in-quest-for-race-to-the-top-

education-funds/article/3732245?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Payments to begin soon for Indian trust account holders 

http://newsok.com/payments-to-begin-soon-for-indian-trust-account-

holders/article/3732402

 

System problem leaves Konawa without running water

http://newsok.com/system-problem-leaves-konawa-without-running-

water/article/3732246

 

Guthrie's State Capital Publishing Museum closed indefinitely

http://newsok.com/guthries-state-capital-publishing-museum-closed-

indefinitely/article/3732228

 

Oklahoma City is expected to pick Seattle-based firm for Civic Center Music Hall

project 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-is-expected-to-pick-seattle-based-firm-for-civic-

center-music-hall-project/article/3732271

 

University of Oklahoma receives NASA grant for radar technology 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-receives-nasa-grant-for-radar-

technology/article/3732225?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Low unemployment, energy sector boosts income in Oklahoma metro areas 

http://newsok.com/low-unemployment-energy-sector-boosts-income-in-oklahoma-

metro-areas/article/3732260

 

TransCanada starts Keystone XL work in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/transcanada-starts-keystone-xl-work-in-oklahoma/article/3732259

 

Happy Black Friday turns to Blue Cyber Monday for Oklahoma coffers

http://newsok.com/happy-black-friday-turns-to-blue-cyber-monday-for-oklahoma-

coffers/article/3732326
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Firm seeks effective treatment for Sickle Cell Disease 

http://newsok.com/firm-seeks-effective-treatment-for-sickle-cell-

disease/article/3732277

 

Debate, second-guessing part of MAPS DNA in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/debate-second-guessing-part-of-maps-dna-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3732244

 

Tulsa College of Law creates energy law program for Chinese students 

http://newsok.com/tulsa-college-of-law-creates-energy-law-program-for-chinese-

students/article/3732328

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 27, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-27-2012/article/3732439

 

Oil fell below $88 per barrel on Monday 

http://newsok.com/oil-fell-below-88-per-barrel-on-monday/article/3732276

 

Stocks edge lower in early trading on Wall Street 

http://newsok.com/stocks-edge-lower-in-early-trading-on-wall-

street/article/feed/467763

 

Home prices increase in most major US cities 

http://newsok.com/home-prices-increase-in-most-major-us-cities/article/feed/467756

 

US orders for core capital goods up 1.7 percent

http://newsok.com/us-orders-for-core-capital-goods-up-1.7-

percent/article/feed/467745

 

US futures mixed on European and US news 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-mixed-on-european-and-us-news/article/feed/467750

 

Oil prices up on brisk US retail sales, Greek deal 

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-up-on-brisk-us-retail-sales-greek-

deal/article/feed/467662

 

Obama to appeal to public on fiscal cliff 

http://newsok.com/obama-to-appeal-to-public-on-fiscal-cliff/article/feed/467717

 

Okla. Corp. Comm. to sponsor Oil and Gas Institute 

http://newsok.com/okla.-corp.-comm.-to-sponsor-oil-and-gas-

institute/article/feed/467677

 

Group suing IRS, bullying the pulpit 

http://newsok.com/group-suing-irs-bullying-the-pulpit/article/3732417

 

Changes in personal habits key to reversing diabetes climb 

http://newsok.com/changes-in-personal-habits-key-to-reversing-diabetes-
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climb/article/3732415

 

States' reaction to Obamacare gives president does of his own medicine 

http://newsok.com/states-reaction-to-obamacare-gives-president-does-of-his-own-

medicine/article/3732416
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

 

Online sales tax collections confound

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121127_336_A1_BlackF179411

 

State's top court overruled by U.S. Supreme Court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_14_A11_WSIGOh939922

 

Local officials hope Oklahomans remember to pay tax on Cyber Monday purchases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121127_336_A1_BlackF179411

 

Oklahoma again denied Race to the Top funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_A11_OKLAHO587516

 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission to sponsor Oil and Gas Institute

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_OKLAHO106994

 

Guthrie's State Capital Publishing Museum closed indefinitely

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_GUTHRI814711

 

Tulsa, OKC among six largest U.S. cities with weak smoking laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A12_CUTLIN565125

 

Report: Obama health law a good deal for states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121127_13_A7_WASHIN189751

 

Despite talk of compromise, fiscal deal elusive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121127_13_A7_CUTLIN412502
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Tulsa city councilor's 'Digs for Dogs' turn trash carts into treasures

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121127_11_A9_CUTLIN160827

 

Study: Pre-K skills affect future math success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_19_A1_CUTLIN7844

 

Residents in Seminole County town Konawa without water

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_KONAWA472736

 

Plane headed to Tulsa crashes in Texas; no apparent survivors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_WLSeaA236943

 

Edmond elementary student is accused of assaulting teacher

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_EDMOND572252

 

Tulsa law school announces Chinese partnership

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_OLHMIY413554

 

Numerous cities hosting Christmas parades

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A2_CUTLIN418261

 

Oklahoma Panhandle town council critic says she won't back down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A14_OKLAHO548883

 

Clinton Middle School's new program offers parents an education

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121127_19_A9_CUTLIN120201

 

Single father faces mounting medical bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20121127_17_A9_hrimgs149311

 

Former Tulsa police officer's testimony focus of perjury case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121127_11_A1_CUTLIN140020

 

Enforcing Open Records Act is largely left to average citizens

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_A1_Thesta773446
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Gang roundup

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121127_61_A13_Tulsas558548

 

Tulsa police target red-light runners

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121127_61_A13_TheTul574405

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Judge’s recusal complicates Okla. Youth Expo lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/judges-recusal-complicates-okla-youth-expo-

lawsuit-law/

 

Peering off the fiscal cliff: State lawmakers ponder budget dilemma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/peering-off-the-fiscal-cliff-state-lawmakers-

ponder-budget-dilemma-capitol/

 

Costello seeks to stop OPEA payroll deductions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/costello-seeks-to-stop-opea-payroll-deductions-

capitol/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 27, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/finance-briefs-nov-27-2012-general-news/

 

Seattle firm LMN Architects in the lead for Civic Center project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/seattle-firm-lmn-architects-in-the-lead-for-civic-

center-project-real-estate/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 27, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/business-briefs-nov-27-2012-general-news/

 

Okla. motorcycle enthusiast starts niche business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/okla-motorcycle-enthusiast-starts-niche-

business-general-news/

 

Innovators: Donald W. Reynolds Governor’s Cup

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/innovators-donald-w-reynolds-governors-cup-

general-news/

 

Corporation Commission approves PSO energy-efficiency program

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/corporation-commission-approves-pso-energy-

efficiency-program-energy/

 

Oil prices fall as Israel-Hamas truce holds
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/oil-prices-fall-as-israel-hamas-truce-holds-

energy/

 

Peering off the fiscal cliff: State lawmakers ponder budget dilemma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/peering-off-the-fiscal-cliff-state-lawmakers-

ponder-budget-dilemma-capitol/

 

Stocks end week higher

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/stocks-end-week-higher-finance/

 

Stocks end lower after strong week

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/stocks-end-lower-after-strong-week-finance/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Charity founders drop suit

 

GI’s treatment focus of hearing

 

Woman plans to keep eye on town council

 

$3.4B Indian lawsuit ends
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/
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OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 27, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 9:37:58 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Supreme Court reversed for failing to follow law in contract dispute 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-reversed-for-failing-to-follow-law-in-

contract-dispute/article/3732229

 

Oklahoma strikes out again in quest for Race to the Top education funds 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-strikes-out-again-in-quest-for-race-to-the-top-

education-funds/article/3732245?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Payments to begin soon for Indian trust account holders 

http://newsok.com/payments-to-begin-soon-for-indian-trust-account-

holders/article/3732402

 

System problem leaves Konawa without running water

http://newsok.com/system-problem-leaves-konawa-without-running-

water/article/3732246

 

Guthrie's State Capital Publishing Museum closed indefinitely

http://newsok.com/guthries-state-capital-publishing-museum-closed-

indefinitely/article/3732228

 

Oklahoma City is expected to pick Seattle-based firm for Civic Center Music Hall

project 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-is-expected-to-pick-seattle-based-firm-for-civic-

center-music-hall-project/article/3732271

 

University of Oklahoma receives NASA grant for radar technology 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-receives-nasa-grant-for-radar-

technology/article/3732225?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Low unemployment, energy sector boosts income in Oklahoma metro areas 

http://newsok.com/low-unemployment-energy-sector-boosts-income-in-oklahoma-

metro-areas/article/3732260

 

TransCanada starts Keystone XL work in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/transcanada-starts-keystone-xl-work-in-oklahoma/article/3732259

 

Happy Black Friday turns to Blue Cyber Monday for Oklahoma coffers

http://newsok.com/happy-black-friday-turns-to-blue-cyber-monday-for-oklahoma-

coffers/article/3732326
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Firm seeks effective treatment for Sickle Cell Disease 

http://newsok.com/firm-seeks-effective-treatment-for-sickle-cell-

disease/article/3732277

 

Debate, second-guessing part of MAPS DNA in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/debate-second-guessing-part-of-maps-dna-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3732244

 

Tulsa College of Law creates energy law program for Chinese students 

http://newsok.com/tulsa-college-of-law-creates-energy-law-program-for-chinese-

students/article/3732328

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 27, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-27-2012/article/3732439

 

Oil fell below $88 per barrel on Monday 

http://newsok.com/oil-fell-below-88-per-barrel-on-monday/article/3732276

 

Stocks edge lower in early trading on Wall Street 

http://newsok.com/stocks-edge-lower-in-early-trading-on-wall-

street/article/feed/467763

 

Home prices increase in most major US cities 

http://newsok.com/home-prices-increase-in-most-major-us-cities/article/feed/467756

 

US orders for core capital goods up 1.7 percent

http://newsok.com/us-orders-for-core-capital-goods-up-1.7-

percent/article/feed/467745

 

US futures mixed on European and US news 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-mixed-on-european-and-us-news/article/feed/467750

 

Oil prices up on brisk US retail sales, Greek deal 

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-up-on-brisk-us-retail-sales-greek-

deal/article/feed/467662

 

Obama to appeal to public on fiscal cliff 

http://newsok.com/obama-to-appeal-to-public-on-fiscal-cliff/article/feed/467717

 

Okla. Corp. Comm. to sponsor Oil and Gas Institute 

http://newsok.com/okla.-corp.-comm.-to-sponsor-oil-and-gas-

institute/article/feed/467677

 

Group suing IRS, bullying the pulpit 

http://newsok.com/group-suing-irs-bullying-the-pulpit/article/3732417

 

Changes in personal habits key to reversing diabetes climb 
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climb/article/3732415

 

States' reaction to Obamacare gives president does of his own medicine 

http://newsok.com/states-reaction-to-obamacare-gives-president-does-of-his-own-

medicine/article/3732416
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

 

Online sales tax collections confound

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121127_336_A1_BlackF179411

 

State's top court overruled by U.S. Supreme Court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_14_A11_WSIGOh939922

 

Local officials hope Oklahomans remember to pay tax on Cyber Monday purchases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121127_336_A1_BlackF179411

 

Oklahoma again denied Race to the Top funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_A11_OKLAHO587516

 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission to sponsor Oil and Gas Institute

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_OKLAHO106994

 

Guthrie's State Capital Publishing Museum closed indefinitely

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_GUTHRI814711

 

Tulsa, OKC among six largest U.S. cities with weak smoking laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A12_CUTLIN565125

 

Report: Obama health law a good deal for states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121127_13_A7_WASHIN189751

 

Despite talk of compromise, fiscal deal elusive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121127_13_A7_CUTLIN412502
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Tulsa city councilor's 'Digs for Dogs' turn trash carts into treasures

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121127_11_A9_CUTLIN160827

 

Study: Pre-K skills affect future math success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_19_A1_CUTLIN7844

 

Residents in Seminole County town Konawa without water

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_KONAWA472736

 

Plane headed to Tulsa crashes in Texas; no apparent survivors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_WLSeaA236943

 

Edmond elementary student is accused of assaulting teacher

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121127_12_0_EDMOND572252

 

Tulsa law school announces Chinese partnership

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_0_OLHMIY413554

 

Numerous cities hosting Christmas parades

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A2_CUTLIN418261

 

Oklahoma Panhandle town council critic says she won't back down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_12_A14_OKLAHO548883

 

Clinton Middle School's new program offers parents an education

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121127_19_A9_CUTLIN120201

 

Single father faces mounting medical bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20121127_17_A9_hrimgs149311

 

Former Tulsa police officer's testimony focus of perjury case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121127_11_A1_CUTLIN140020

 

Enforcing Open Records Act is largely left to average citizens

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121127_11_A1_Thesta773446
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Gang roundup

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121127_61_A13_Tulsas558548

 

Tulsa police target red-light runners

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121127_61_A13_TheTul574405

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Judge’s recusal complicates Okla. Youth Expo lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/judges-recusal-complicates-okla-youth-expo-

lawsuit-law/

 

Peering off the fiscal cliff: State lawmakers ponder budget dilemma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/peering-off-the-fiscal-cliff-state-lawmakers-

ponder-budget-dilemma-capitol/

 

Costello seeks to stop OPEA payroll deductions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/costello-seeks-to-stop-opea-payroll-deductions-

capitol/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 27, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/finance-briefs-nov-27-2012-general-news/

 

Seattle firm LMN Architects in the lead for Civic Center project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/seattle-firm-lmn-architects-in-the-lead-for-civic-

center-project-real-estate/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 27, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/business-briefs-nov-27-2012-general-news/

 

Okla. motorcycle enthusiast starts niche business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/okla-motorcycle-enthusiast-starts-niche-

business-general-news/

 

Innovators: Donald W. Reynolds Governor’s Cup

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/innovators-donald-w-reynolds-governors-cup-

general-news/

 

Corporation Commission approves PSO energy-efficiency program

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/corporation-commission-approves-pso-energy-

efficiency-program-energy/

 

Oil prices fall as Israel-Hamas truce holds
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/oil-prices-fall-as-israel-hamas-truce-holds-

energy/

 

Peering off the fiscal cliff: State lawmakers ponder budget dilemma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/peering-off-the-fiscal-cliff-state-lawmakers-

ponder-budget-dilemma-capitol/

 

Stocks end week higher

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/stocks-end-week-higher-finance/

 

Stocks end lower after strong week

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/26/stocks-end-lower-after-strong-week-finance/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Charity founders drop suit

 

GI’s treatment focus of hearing

 

Woman plans to keep eye on town council

 

$3.4B Indian lawsuit ends
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/
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OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

 

http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 20, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:32:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin says Oklahoma will not develop health care exchange under

Affordable Care Act

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-says-oklahoma-will-not-develop-health-care-

exchange-under-affordable-care-act/article/3730120

 

Gov. Mary Fallin says no to Medicaid expansion in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-says-no-to-medicaid-expansion-in-

oklahoma/article/3730296

 

Judge rules Hobby Lobby must cover employees' contraception 

http://newsok.com/judge-rejects-hobby-lobby-bid-to-prevent-enforcement-of-

government-contraception-rules/article/3730168

 

Worker at juvenile shelter charged with fondling three girls in DHS custody 

http://newsok.com/worker-at-juvenile-shelter-charged-with-fondling-three-girls-in-

dhs-custody/article/3730179

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials question allegations about 10-day courses 

http://newsok.com/western-oklahoma-state-college-officials-question-allegations-

about-10-day-courses/article/3730206

 

Oklahoma City routes grant to Infant Crisis Services 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-routes-grant-to-infant-crisis-

services/article/3730177?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Jesus House is among Oklahoma City groups that feed needy on Thanksgiving

http://newsok.com/jesus-house-is-among-oklahoma-city-groups-that-feed-needy-on-

thanksgiving/article/3730218

 

Oklahoma road construction reported for Thanksgiving holiday travel 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-road-construction-reported-for-thanksgiving-holiday-

travel/article/3730112?custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

 

Oklahoma-based SandRidge Energy adopts 'poison pill' plan

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-based-sandridge-energy-adopts-poison-pill-

plan/article/3730163

 

Grant to fuel compressed natural gas development in Oklahoma, Arkansas 

http://newsok.com/grant-to-fuel-compressed-natural-gas-development-in-oklahoma-

arkansas/article/3730190
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OKC Central: Revisionist history is part of the mix in visioning Oklahoma City's Deep

Deuce 

http://newsok.com/okc-central-revisionist-history-is-part-of-the-mix-in-visioning-

oklahoma-citys-deep-deuce/article/3730247

 

Chesapeake Energy spotlights community 'champions' in Oklahoma City 
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InvesTrust names new investment officer 

http://newsok.com/investrust-names-new-investment-officer/article/3730192

 

Chesapeake to match donations to food bank 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-match-donations-to-food-bank/article/3730199

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 20, 2012
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Tulsa-based SpectrumFX takes fire-suppression technology to market 
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Oklahoman business briefs: Nov. 20, 2012 
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Nation and world business briefs 
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Stocks open lower; HP takes a hit 

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-lower-hp-takes-a-hit/article/feed/465225

 

US new home starts jump to fastest pace in 4 years

http://newsok.com/us-new-home-starts-jump-to-fastest-pace-in-4-
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US futures reverse course as HP takes $8.8B hit 
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Carl Icahn takes bigger slice of Chesapeake Energy 
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Colorado law has Oklahoma boarder county poised to respond 

http://newsok.com/colorado-law-has-oklahoma-boarder-county-poised-to-

respond/article/3730155

 

The look of hotels, not the number is the dilemma in downtown OKC

http://newsok.com/the-look-of-hotels-not-the-number-is-the-dilemma-in-downtown-

okc/article/3730153

 

Oklahoma ethics panel fails to police campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-panel-fails-to-police-campaigns/article/3730154
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Fallin rejects health-care exchange
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Lawmaker wants Fair Meadows closure probed
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Worker at juvenile shelter charged with fondling three girls in DHS custody
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Court hearing set in close Oklahoma House contest
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Firefighters, city agree to tentative deal for raises

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Hobby Lobby bid to block health-care law rejected
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Councilor went to enough meetings
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More states have one-party legislative domination
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Goal exceeded: Food bank Food drive
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Site selected for new canola plant in Enid
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Western Oklahoma State College officials question allegations about 10-day courses
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Middle school employee makes threats in Edmond
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Planned Parenthood hearing set
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Drought forcing Lawton to consider watering restrictions
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EMSA among employers seeking out veterans
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Judge rules against Victory Christian ministers
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Tulsa Public Schools to sell bricks from burned Barnard Elementary School
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Oklahoma Muslim who was on 'no-fly' list is now home
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Jenks council OKs apartment complex zoning change
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Witness in Best Buy double homicide released from Tulsa Jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121120_14_A12_ULNSbp699712

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_16_A5_GovMar146288
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_16_A5_GovMar146288
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_ENIDOf865084
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_ENIDOf865084
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=330&articleid=20121120_330_0_ALTUSW4841
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=330&articleid=20121120_330_0_ALTUSW4841
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_EDMOND841268
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_EDMOND841268
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_12_A5_OKLAHO282134
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_12_A5_OKLAHO282134
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_12_A14_LWOfna149107
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_12_A14_LWOfna149107
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN135910
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN135910
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN143933
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN143933
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20121120_19_A9_CUTLIN299197
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20121120_19_A9_CUTLIN299197
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A5_CUTLIN598466
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A5_CUTLIN598466
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_81_A5_JNSSrr125816
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_81_A5_JNSSrr125816
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20121120_14_A12_ULNSbp699712
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20121120_14_A12_ULNSbp699712


 

Fallin says no to state health exchange
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subjectid=61&articleid=20121120_61_A13_CUTLIN815292
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Looming fiscal cliff could pose problems in Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/looming-fiscal-cliff-could-pose-problems-in-okla-

capitol/

 

Okla. rejects state-run health insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/okla-rejects-state-run-health-insurance-

exchange-capitol/

 

Judge denies Hobby Lobby request to stop emergency contraceptives mandate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/judge-denies-hobby-lobby-request-to-stop-

emergency-contraceptives-mandate-law/

 

OKC eyes license plate recognition technology

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/okc-eyes-license-plate-recognition-technology-

law/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 20, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/business-briefs-nov-20-2012-general-news/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 20, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/finance-briefs-nov-20-2012-finance/

 

SandRidge Energy adopts plan to stave off takeover attempts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/sandridge-energy-adopts-plan-to-stave-off-

takeover-attempts-energy/

 

Developing an appetite for capitalism: ASTEC course teaches students business

skills

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/developing-an-appetite-for-capitalism-astec-

course-teaches-students-business-skills/

 

Flaming Lips frontman stops airport traffic with inert hand grenade
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Report: Rich getting richer in Oklahoma
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Analysts doubt many state firms will issue special dividends

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/analysts-doubt-many-state-firms-will-issue-

special-dividends-finance/

 

Stocks rise on hopes for budget deal
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Average U.S. credit card debt per borrower up in 3Q

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/average-u-s-credit-card-debt-per-borrower-up-
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U.S. home sales rise 2.1 percent in October
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5 big U.S. banks have cut mortgage balances by $6.3B
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U.S. homebuilder confidence at 6-year high
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Oil up on Middle East fears, ‘fiscal cliff’ hopes
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Twinkies maker Hostess lives at least another day
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge rules against Hobby Lobby in case

 

Oklahoma rejects health mandate

 

Fiscal cliff poses problems
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin says Oklahoma will not develop health care exchange under

Affordable Care Act

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-says-oklahoma-will-not-develop-health-care-

exchange-under-affordable-care-act/article/3730120

 

Gov. Mary Fallin says no to Medicaid expansion in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-says-no-to-medicaid-expansion-in-

oklahoma/article/3730296

 

Judge rules Hobby Lobby must cover employees' contraception 

http://newsok.com/judge-rejects-hobby-lobby-bid-to-prevent-enforcement-of-

government-contraception-rules/article/3730168

 

Worker at juvenile shelter charged with fondling three girls in DHS custody 

http://newsok.com/worker-at-juvenile-shelter-charged-with-fondling-three-girls-in-

dhs-custody/article/3730179

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials question allegations about 10-day courses 

http://newsok.com/western-oklahoma-state-college-officials-question-allegations-

about-10-day-courses/article/3730206

 

Oklahoma City routes grant to Infant Crisis Services 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-routes-grant-to-infant-crisis-

services/article/3730177?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Jesus House is among Oklahoma City groups that feed needy on Thanksgiving

http://newsok.com/jesus-house-is-among-oklahoma-city-groups-that-feed-needy-on-

thanksgiving/article/3730218

 

Oklahoma road construction reported for Thanksgiving holiday travel 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-road-construction-reported-for-thanksgiving-holiday-

travel/article/3730112?custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

 

Oklahoma-based SandRidge Energy adopts 'poison pill' plan

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-based-sandridge-energy-adopts-poison-pill-

plan/article/3730163

 

Grant to fuel compressed natural gas development in Oklahoma, Arkansas 

http://newsok.com/grant-to-fuel-compressed-natural-gas-development-in-oklahoma-

arkansas/article/3730190
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OKC Central: Revisionist history is part of the mix in visioning Oklahoma City's Deep

Deuce 

http://newsok.com/okc-central-revisionist-history-is-part-of-the-mix-in-visioning-

oklahoma-citys-deep-deuce/article/3730247

 

Chesapeake Energy spotlights community 'champions' in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-spotlights-community-champions-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3730198

 

InvesTrust names new investment officer 

http://newsok.com/investrust-names-new-investment-officer/article/3730192

 

Chesapeake to match donations to food bank 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-match-donations-to-food-bank/article/3730199

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 20, 2012

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-20-2012/article/3730370

 

Tulsa-based SpectrumFX takes fire-suppression technology to market 

http://newsok.com/tulsa-based-spectrumfx-takes-fire-suppression-technology-to-

market/article/3730231

 

Oklahoman business briefs: Nov. 20, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoman-business-briefs-nov.-20-2012/article/3730201?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

Nation and world business briefs 

http://newsok.com/nation-and-world-business-briefs/article/3730347?

custom_click=pod_headline_national-finance-news

 

Stocks open lower; HP takes a hit 

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-lower-hp-takes-a-hit/article/feed/465225

 

US new home starts jump to fastest pace in 4 years

http://newsok.com/us-new-home-starts-jump-to-fastest-pace-in-4-

years/article/feed/465218

 

US futures reverse course as HP takes $8.8B hit 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-reverse-course-as-hp-takes-8.8b-

hit/article/feed/465201

 

Carl Icahn takes bigger slice of Chesapeake Energy 

http://newsok.com/carl-icahn-takes-bigger-slice-of-chesapeake-

energy/article/feed/465193

 

Oil falls below $89 amid ample supplies 

http://newsok.com/oil-falls-below-89-amid-ample-supplies/article/feed/465084
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Colorado law has Oklahoma boarder county poised to respond 

http://newsok.com/colorado-law-has-oklahoma-boarder-county-poised-to-

respond/article/3730155

 

The look of hotels, not the number is the dilemma in downtown OKC

http://newsok.com/the-look-of-hotels-not-the-number-is-the-dilemma-in-downtown-

okc/article/3730153

 

Oklahoma ethics panel fails to police campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-panel-fails-to-police-campaigns/article/3730154
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin rejects health-care exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121120_16_A1_CUTLIN244929

 

Lawmaker wants Fair Meadows closure probed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121120_16_A9_CUTLIN585645

 

Worker at juvenile shelter charged with fondling three girls in DHS custody

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_OKLAHO863509

 

Court hearing set in close Oklahoma House contest

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_0_NORMAN426500

 

Firefighters, city agree to tentative deal for raises

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121120_11_A1_Firefi55416

 

Hobby Lobby bid to block health-care law rejected

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A7_ULNSba553660

 

Councilor went to enough meetings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_16_A5_CUTLIN719393

 

More states have one-party legislative domination

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121120_13_A8_CUTLIN642695
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Goal exceeded: Food bank Food drive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_16_A5_GovMar146288

 

Site selected for new canola plant in Enid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_ENIDOf865084

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials question allegations about 10-day courses

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20121120_330_0_ALTUSW4841

 

Middle school employee makes threats in Edmond

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121120_12_0_EDMOND841268

 

Planned Parenthood hearing set

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_12_A5_OKLAHO282134

 

Drought forcing Lawton to consider watering restrictions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_12_A14_LWOfna149107

 

EMSA among employers seeking out veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN135910

 

Judge rules against Victory Christian ministers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN143933

 

Tulsa Public Schools to sell bricks from burned Barnard Elementary School

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121120_19_A9_CUTLIN299197

 

Oklahoma Muslim who was on 'no-fly' list is now home

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A5_CUTLIN598466

 

Jenks council OKs apartment complex zoning change

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_81_A5_JNSSrr125816

 

Witness in Best Buy double homicide released from Tulsa Jail
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Fallin says no to state health exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121120_61_A13_CUTLIN815292

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Looming fiscal cliff could pose problems in Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/looming-fiscal-cliff-could-pose-problems-in-okla-

capitol/

 

Okla. rejects state-run health insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/okla-rejects-state-run-health-insurance-

exchange-capitol/

 

Judge denies Hobby Lobby request to stop emergency contraceptives mandate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/judge-denies-hobby-lobby-request-to-stop-

emergency-contraceptives-mandate-law/

 

OKC eyes license plate recognition technology

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/okc-eyes-license-plate-recognition-technology-

law/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 20, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/business-briefs-nov-20-2012-general-news/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 20, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/finance-briefs-nov-20-2012-finance/

 

SandRidge Energy adopts plan to stave off takeover attempts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/sandridge-energy-adopts-plan-to-stave-off-

takeover-attempts-energy/

 

Developing an appetite for capitalism: ASTEC course teaches students business

skills

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/developing-an-appetite-for-capitalism-astec-

course-teaches-students-business-skills/

 

Flaming Lips frontman stops airport traffic with inert hand grenade

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/flaming-lips-frontman-stops-airport-traffic-

general-news/

 

Report: Rich getting richer in Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/report-rich-getting-richer-in-oklahoma-finance/
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Analysts doubt many state firms will issue special dividends

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/analysts-doubt-many-state-firms-will-issue-

special-dividends-finance/

 

Stocks rise on hopes for budget deal

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/stocks-rise-on-hopes-for-budget-deal-finance/

 

Average U.S. credit card debt per borrower up in 3Q

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/average-u-s-credit-card-debt-per-borrower-up-

in-3q-finance/

 

U.S. home sales rise 2.1 percent in October

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/u-s-home-sales-rise-2-1-percent-in-october-

real-estate/

 

5 big U.S. banks have cut mortgage balances by $6.3B

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/5-big-u-s-banks-have-cut-mortgage-balances-

by-6-3b-finance/

 

U.S. homebuilder confidence at 6-year high
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estate/

 

Oil up on Middle East fears, ‘fiscal cliff’ hopes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/oil-up-on-middle-east-fears-fiscal-cliff-hopes-

energy/

 

Twinkies maker Hostess lives at least another day

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/twinkies-maker-hostess-lives-at-least-another-

day-finance/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
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Judge rules against Hobby Lobby in case

 

Oklahoma rejects health mandate

 

Fiscal cliff poses problems
 
 

Senate publications:
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x520551346/Judge-rules-against-Hobby-Lobby-in-case
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x520551372/Oklahoma-rejects-health-mandate
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x520551344/Fiscal-cliff-poses-problems
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html


Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 19-21, 2011
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Flat state budget expected next year for Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/flat-state-budget-expected-next-year-for-

oklahoma/article/3625209#ixzz1eLt7d8cd

 

Special election legislative candidates must run in new districts 

http://newsok.com/special-election-legislative-candidates-must-run-in-new-

districts/article/3624655#ixzz1eLvTqA3J

Former Oklahoma County District Attorney Bob Macy dies 

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-county-district-attorney-bob-macy-

dies/article/3624881#ixzz1eLvtsZbt

 

Severe weather is in the Oklahoma forecast for Monday night 

http://newsok.com/severe-weather-is-in-the-oklahoma-forecast-for-monday-

night/article/3625315#ixzz1eLsYmMAQ

Oklahoma's Langston University band directors urge online vote to fund ‘all-star'

project 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-langston-university-band-directors-urge-online-vote-

to-fund-all-star-project/article/3625214#ixzz1eLsjdUBf

 

Tornado recovery continues in McClain County 

http://newsok.com/tornado-recovery-continues-in-mcclain-county/article/3625206?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

Oklahoma State to examine travel rules after plane crash

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-to-examine-travel-rules-after-plane-

crash/article/3625191#ixzz1eLtTWF6e

Edmond officials warn about discarding oil, grease in drain 

http://newsok.com/edmond-officials-warn-about-discarding-oil-grease-in-

drain/article/3625190#ixzz1eLteBnI7

Cleveland County investigators appeal for information in 2008 homicide

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-investigators-appeal-for-information-in-2008-

homicide/article/3625208#ixzz1eLtoJ3PO

Cleveland County sheriff warns against Internet scams

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-sheriff-warns-against-internet-

scams/article/3624457?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
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Tinker dominates market as private companies scramble to fill aircraft tech jobs

http://newsok.com/tinker-dominates-market-as-private-companies-scramble-to-fill-

aircraft-tech-jobs/article/3624844#ixzz1eLu9dtyy

Programs help homeless, children with mental health problems in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/programs-help-homeless-children-with-mental-health-problems-

in-oklahoma/article/3624675#ixzz1eLuViakJ

 

Central Oklahoma snow routes set for winter 2011-2012

http://newsok.com/central-oklahoma-snow-routes-set-for-winter-2011-

2012/article/3624643#ixzz1eLwIAsQ9

Gingrich calls for private retirement accounts

http://newsok.com/gingrich-calls-for-private-retirement-accounts/article/feed/319560?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

Inmates harass victims via Facebook 

http://newsok.com/inmates-harass-victims-via-facebook/article/feed/319544?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

One-time funds in Oklahoma budget

http://newsok.com/one-time-funds-in-oklahoma-budget/article/3625210

Oklahoma Watch: Plentiful exemptions complicate Oklahoma sales taxes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-watch-plentiful-exemptions-complicate-oklahoma-

sales-taxes/article/3625177#ixzz1eLyHrTSe

Washington news briefs 

http://newsok.com/washington-news-briefs/article/3624943

Occupy OKC protesters avoid eviction

http://newsok.com/occupy-okc-protesters-avoid-eviction/article/3624641

Ponca City couple killed in crash remembered as avid pilots, community supporters 

http://newsok.com/ponca-city-couple-killed-in-crash-remembered-as-avid-pilots-

community-supporters/article/3624695#ixzz1eLz5DSM8

Special legislative election dates set 

http://newsok.com/special-legislative-election-dates-set/article/3624656

Family Finance: Three ways to get cash before holidays 

http://newsok.com/family-finance-three-ways-to-get-cash-before-

holidays/article/3624831#ixzz1eM0GFQ00

October home sales rose 1.4 percent but still weak

http://newsok.com/october-home-sales-rose-1.4-percent-but-still-

weak/article/feed/319622#ixzz1eM0oGo4k
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US stocks open lower as debt talks near collapse 

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-open-lower-as-debt-talks-near-

collapse/article/feed/319619#ixzz1eM0xoXve

Panel set to fail to cut deficit $1.2 trillion 

http://newsok.com/panel-set-to-fail-to-cut-deficit-1.2-

trillion/article/feed/319549#ixzz1eM1AwYKk

Economists see modest growth next year 

http://newsok.com/economists-see-modest-growth-next-year/article/feed/319523

Insurance exchanges just one part of Obamacare mess  

http://newsok.com/insurance-exchanges-just-one-part-of-obamacare-

mess/article/3624429#ixzz1eM1lzQI4

U.S. can't come up with cohesive, comprehensive energy policy 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-cant-come-up-with-cohesive-comprehensive-energy-

policy/article/3624421#ixzz1eM1yexfw

In Oklahoma tax cut debate, something's gotta give 

http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-tax-cut-debate-somethings-gotta-

give/article/3624420#ixzz1eM28Tabm

 
 

 

Tulsa World 

www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin sets special election to fill seats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111119_16_A12_OKLAHO300293

 

Despite improvement, state's budget picture still has ways to go

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111119_16_A12_OLHMIY846312

 

Man blames lawmakers in toddler's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111121_16_A1_CUTLIN561178

 

Loss of one-time funds to curtail state budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111121_16_A8_OKLAHO983084

 

Oklahoma sales tax exemptions cost state $4 billion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A21_CUTLIN992694

 

Drug abuse, mental illness cost state billions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A27_CUTLIN472068

 

State wants out of No Student Left Behind requirements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A9_OKLAHO966433

 

Political notebook: Oklahoma GOP starting presidential straw poll

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A9_hOklah480937

 

Hearing halted after lawyer faints

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111119_16_A19_CUTLIN828443

 

Claremore veterans win governor's domino tournament

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111119_16_A12_ULNSer495207

 

Debt panel poised to admit failure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111121_13_A10_CUTLIN795760

 

Tulsans split on trash pickup changes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_11_A1_Tulsan620086

 

Possibly costly problem found with Tulsa City Charter amendment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_11_A21_Aglitc248954

 

Police arrest protesters occupying DC building

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A14_WASHIN536991

 

Republicans seek Iowa social conservatives' nod

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A16_CUTLIN751745

 

Romney plays it safe on high-stakes debates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A16_PTROOG595898

 

Deficit deal failure would pose crummy choice
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subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A17_WASHIN916935

 

Science panel: Get ready for extreme weather

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A18_CUTLIN204296

 

Student-led vigil for OSU plane crash victims is set for Monday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111121_11_A1_CUTLIN829051

 

Area schools serve Oklahoma grown foods

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111121_19_A11_CUTLIN832933

 

Small earthquake recorded in central Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111121_11_0_LTEhGo602888

 

Campus endures return of tragedy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111120_11_A1_ULNSrn945651

 

Thunderstorms, heavy rain likely in next few days

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111120_12_0_Muchof327780

 

Bob Macy, former Oklahoma City DA, dies at 81

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111120_11_A23_CUTLIN805959

 

Oklahoma has all-time high of 25 federal fire declarations for 2011

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111120_12_A24_Drough143307

 

Elementary students escape burning bus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20111121_298_0_AboutP252805

 

$5.8 million in grants to go toward area social services

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20111121_11_A1_TheGeo520855

 

Broken Arrow immigrant's case calls federal laws into question

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20111120_11_A1_CUTLIN377545

 

Circle of women pool money for charitable donations
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subjectid=11&articleid=20111120_11_A21_CUTLIN498827

 

Plea deals hit disclosure snag with immigrants

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20111120_11_A8_Therou485948

 

Secrets

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20111121_61_A9_CUTLIN312906

 

Authority to study more parking possibilities along river

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20111121_61_A9_Playin581842

 

Editorial: Another tragic blow to OSU

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20111119_61_A24_Itsnot421879

 

Traffic enforcement to be beefed up over holiday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20111119_61_A24_CUTLIN861954

 

Texas ratchets up its efforts to obtain Oklahoma water

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20111120_211_G1_CUTLIN64442

 

'Generation Jobless' faces dimmer future than parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20111120_214_G1_Ihrdya717172
 

 

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Developers defend tax incentive

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/developers-defend-tax-incentive-capitol/

 

Under the radar

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/under-the-radar-general-news/

 

OKC eyes speeding ticket hike

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/okc-eyes-speeding-ticket-hike-general-news/

 

Check-6 melds military, energy exploration

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/check-6-melds-military-energy-exploration-

energy/
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Griffin: Some firsts in Spirit Awards

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/griffin-some-firsts-in-spirit-awards-general-news/

 

New state law banning synthetic cannabinoids challenged

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/new-state-law-banning-synthetic-cannabinoids-

challenged-law/

 

Nation sweet on tourism: New home for chocolate factory among Chickasaw projects

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/nation-sweet-on-tourism-new-home-for-

chocolate-factory-among-chickasaw-projects-real-estate/

 

These Walls: Atkinson Heritage Center

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/these-walls-atkinson-heritage-center-real-estate/

 

Forecast fair for Thanksgiving travelers

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/forecast-fair-for-thanksgiving-travelers-general-

news/

 

Roth: UCO honored for propelling green power

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/roth-uco-honored-for-propelling-green-power-

opinion/

 

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

OSU to examine travel rules after deaths

http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

Board tosses online course regulations

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1022082277/Board-tosses-online-course-

regulations
 
 
 
Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
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National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 
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KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 19-21, 2011
Date: Monday, November 21, 2011 9:38:06 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Flat state budget expected next year for Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/flat-state-budget-expected-next-year-for-

oklahoma/article/3625209#ixzz1eLt7d8cd

 

Special election legislative candidates must run in new districts 

http://newsok.com/special-election-legislative-candidates-must-run-in-new-

districts/article/3624655#ixzz1eLvTqA3J

Former Oklahoma County District Attorney Bob Macy dies 

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-county-district-attorney-bob-macy-

dies/article/3624881#ixzz1eLvtsZbt

 

Severe weather is in the Oklahoma forecast for Monday night 

http://newsok.com/severe-weather-is-in-the-oklahoma-forecast-for-monday-

night/article/3625315#ixzz1eLsYmMAQ

Oklahoma's Langston University band directors urge online vote to fund ‘all-star'

project 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-langston-university-band-directors-urge-online-vote-

to-fund-all-star-project/article/3625214#ixzz1eLsjdUBf

 

Tornado recovery continues in McClain County 

http://newsok.com/tornado-recovery-continues-in-mcclain-county/article/3625206?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

Oklahoma State to examine travel rules after plane crash

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-to-examine-travel-rules-after-plane-

crash/article/3625191#ixzz1eLtTWF6e

Edmond officials warn about discarding oil, grease in drain 

http://newsok.com/edmond-officials-warn-about-discarding-oil-grease-in-

drain/article/3625190#ixzz1eLteBnI7

Cleveland County investigators appeal for information in 2008 homicide

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-investigators-appeal-for-information-in-2008-

homicide/article/3625208#ixzz1eLtoJ3PO

Cleveland County sheriff warns against Internet scams

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-sheriff-warns-against-internet-

scams/article/3624457?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news
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Tinker dominates market as private companies scramble to fill aircraft tech jobs

http://newsok.com/tinker-dominates-market-as-private-companies-scramble-to-fill-

aircraft-tech-jobs/article/3624844#ixzz1eLu9dtyy

Programs help homeless, children with mental health problems in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/programs-help-homeless-children-with-mental-health-problems-

in-oklahoma/article/3624675#ixzz1eLuViakJ

 

Central Oklahoma snow routes set for winter 2011-2012

http://newsok.com/central-oklahoma-snow-routes-set-for-winter-2011-

2012/article/3624643#ixzz1eLwIAsQ9

Gingrich calls for private retirement accounts

http://newsok.com/gingrich-calls-for-private-retirement-accounts/article/feed/319560?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

Inmates harass victims via Facebook 

http://newsok.com/inmates-harass-victims-via-facebook/article/feed/319544?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

One-time funds in Oklahoma budget

http://newsok.com/one-time-funds-in-oklahoma-budget/article/3625210

Oklahoma Watch: Plentiful exemptions complicate Oklahoma sales taxes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-watch-plentiful-exemptions-complicate-oklahoma-

sales-taxes/article/3625177#ixzz1eLyHrTSe

Washington news briefs 

http://newsok.com/washington-news-briefs/article/3624943

Occupy OKC protesters avoid eviction

http://newsok.com/occupy-okc-protesters-avoid-eviction/article/3624641

Ponca City couple killed in crash remembered as avid pilots, community supporters 

http://newsok.com/ponca-city-couple-killed-in-crash-remembered-as-avid-pilots-

community-supporters/article/3624695#ixzz1eLz5DSM8

Special legislative election dates set 

http://newsok.com/special-legislative-election-dates-set/article/3624656

Family Finance: Three ways to get cash before holidays 

http://newsok.com/family-finance-three-ways-to-get-cash-before-

holidays/article/3624831#ixzz1eM0GFQ00

October home sales rose 1.4 percent but still weak

http://newsok.com/october-home-sales-rose-1.4-percent-but-still-

weak/article/feed/319622#ixzz1eM0oGo4k
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US stocks open lower as debt talks near collapse 

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-open-lower-as-debt-talks-near-

collapse/article/feed/319619#ixzz1eM0xoXve

Panel set to fail to cut deficit $1.2 trillion 

http://newsok.com/panel-set-to-fail-to-cut-deficit-1.2-

trillion/article/feed/319549#ixzz1eM1AwYKk

Economists see modest growth next year 

http://newsok.com/economists-see-modest-growth-next-year/article/feed/319523

Insurance exchanges just one part of Obamacare mess  

http://newsok.com/insurance-exchanges-just-one-part-of-obamacare-

mess/article/3624429#ixzz1eM1lzQI4

U.S. can't come up with cohesive, comprehensive energy policy 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-cant-come-up-with-cohesive-comprehensive-energy-

policy/article/3624421#ixzz1eM1yexfw

In Oklahoma tax cut debate, something's gotta give 

http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-tax-cut-debate-somethings-gotta-

give/article/3624420#ixzz1eM28Tabm

 
 

 

Tulsa World 

www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin sets special election to fill seats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111119_16_A12_OKLAHO300293

 

Despite improvement, state's budget picture still has ways to go

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111119_16_A12_OLHMIY846312

 

Man blames lawmakers in toddler's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111121_16_A1_CUTLIN561178

 

Loss of one-time funds to curtail state budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111121_16_A8_OKLAHO983084

 

Oklahoma sales tax exemptions cost state $4 billion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A21_CUTLIN992694

 

Drug abuse, mental illness cost state billions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A27_CUTLIN472068

 

State wants out of No Student Left Behind requirements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A9_OKLAHO966433

 

Political notebook: Oklahoma GOP starting presidential straw poll

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_16_A9_hOklah480937

 

Hearing halted after lawyer faints

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111119_16_A19_CUTLIN828443

 

Claremore veterans win governor's domino tournament

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111119_16_A12_ULNSer495207

 

Debt panel poised to admit failure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111121_13_A10_CUTLIN795760

 

Tulsans split on trash pickup changes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_11_A1_Tulsan620086

 

Possibly costly problem found with Tulsa City Charter amendment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_11_A21_Aglitc248954

 

Police arrest protesters occupying DC building

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A14_WASHIN536991

 

Republicans seek Iowa social conservatives' nod

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A16_CUTLIN751745

 

Romney plays it safe on high-stakes debates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A16_PTROOG595898

 

Deficit deal failure would pose crummy choice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A17_WASHIN916935

 

Science panel: Get ready for extreme weather

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20111120_13_A18_CUTLIN204296

 

Student-led vigil for OSU plane crash victims is set for Monday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111121_11_A1_CUTLIN829051

 

Area schools serve Oklahoma grown foods

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111121_19_A11_CUTLIN832933

 

Small earthquake recorded in central Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111121_11_0_LTEhGo602888

 

Campus endures return of tragedy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111120_11_A1_ULNSrn945651

 

Thunderstorms, heavy rain likely in next few days

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111120_12_0_Muchof327780

 

Bob Macy, former Oklahoma City DA, dies at 81

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111120_11_A23_CUTLIN805959

 

Oklahoma has all-time high of 25 federal fire declarations for 2011

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20111120_12_A24_Drough143307

 

Elementary students escape burning bus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20111121_298_0_AboutP252805

 

$5.8 million in grants to go toward area social services

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20111121_11_A1_TheGeo520855

 

Broken Arrow immigrant's case calls federal laws into question

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20111120_11_A1_CUTLIN377545

 

Circle of women pool money for charitable donations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20111120_11_A21_CUTLIN498827

 

Plea deals hit disclosure snag with immigrants

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20111120_11_A8_Therou485948

 

Secrets

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20111121_61_A9_CUTLIN312906

 

Authority to study more parking possibilities along river

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20111121_61_A9_Playin581842

 

Editorial: Another tragic blow to OSU

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20111119_61_A24_Itsnot421879

 

Traffic enforcement to be beefed up over holiday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20111119_61_A24_CUTLIN861954

 

Texas ratchets up its efforts to obtain Oklahoma water

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20111120_211_G1_CUTLIN64442

 

'Generation Jobless' faces dimmer future than parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20111120_214_G1_Ihrdya717172
 

 

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Developers defend tax incentive

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/developers-defend-tax-incentive-capitol/

 

Under the radar

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/under-the-radar-general-news/

 

OKC eyes speeding ticket hike

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/okc-eyes-speeding-ticket-hike-general-news/

 

Check-6 melds military, energy exploration

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/check-6-melds-military-energy-exploration-

energy/
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Griffin: Some firsts in Spirit Awards

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/griffin-some-firsts-in-spirit-awards-general-news/

 

New state law banning synthetic cannabinoids challenged

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/new-state-law-banning-synthetic-cannabinoids-

challenged-law/

 

Nation sweet on tourism: New home for chocolate factory among Chickasaw projects

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/nation-sweet-on-tourism-new-home-for-

chocolate-factory-among-chickasaw-projects-real-estate/

 

These Walls: Atkinson Heritage Center

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/these-walls-atkinson-heritage-center-real-estate/

 

Forecast fair for Thanksgiving travelers

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/forecast-fair-for-thanksgiving-travelers-general-

news/

 

Roth: UCO honored for propelling green power

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/18/roth-uco-honored-for-propelling-green-power-

opinion/

 

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

OSU to examine travel rules after deaths

http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

Board tosses online course regulations

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1022082277/Board-tosses-online-course-

regulations
 
 
 
Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
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National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 
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KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 17-19, 2012
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:00:11 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education tops Senate agenda, leader says

http://newsok.com/education-tops-senate-agenda-leader-

says/article/3729619#axzz2Cg893m65

 

Errors corrected on Ten Commandments monument at Oklahoma state Capitol

http://newsok.com/errors-corrected-on-ten-commandments-monument-at-oklahoma-

state-capitol/article/3729739#ixzz2CgDbdDwO

 

Outgoing Oklahoma House speaker takes post with nonprofit

http://newsok.com/outgoing-oklahoma-house-speaker-takes-post-with-

nonprofit/article/3729407#ixzz2CgDjYeMT

 

Audit finds cost discrepancies at Oklahoma state agency

http://newsok.com/audit-finds-cost-discrepancies-at-oklahoma-state-

agency/article/3729618#ixzz2CgNdwdgw

 

Oklahoma agency — Commission on Marginally Producing Oil and Gas Wells —

faces criticism

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agency-commission-on-marginally-producing-oil-and-

gas-wells-faces-criticism/article/3729336#ixzz2Cg98gr2F

 

Inhofe still supports funding for Arkansas River projects

http://newsok.com/inhofe-still-supports-funding-for-arkansas-river-

projects/article/3730003#ixzz2CgMRF5Ow

 

DC Notes: Republican Rep.-elect Markwayne Mullin says he'll oppose higher tax

revenue

http://newsok.com/dc-notes-republican-rep.-elect-markwayne-mullin-says-hell-

oppose-higher-tax-revenue/article/3729933#ixzz2CgOyIEcL

 

Church order questioned

http://newsok.com/church-order-questioned/article/3729616#axzz2Cg893m65

 

160 workers in Tulsa hit by Hostess liquidation

http://newsok.com/160-workers-in-tulsa-hit-by-hostess-

liquidation/article/3729137#ixzz2CgCSYSFv

 

Hertz gains enough Dollar Thrifty stock to complete merger

http://newsok.com/hertz-gains-enough-dollar-thrifty-stock-to-complete-

merger/article/3729506#ixzz2CgLhq3Ok
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New Oklahoma sales tax enforcement measure draws concerns from business

owners

http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-sales-tax-enforcement-measure-draws-concerns-

from-business-owners/article/3729982#ixzz2Cg8u2afH

 

Fiscal cliff makes tax planning more difficult, important, Oklahoma City experts say

http://newsok.com/fiscal-cliff-makes-tax-planning-more-difficult-important-oklahoma-

city-experts-say/article/3729638#ixzz2Cg8DPBVR

 

IRS disaster fund advice followed in OKC, ignored elsewhere

http://newsok.com/irs-disaster-fund-advice-followed-in-okc-ignored-

elsewhere/article/3729581#ixzz2Cg8NyBfO

 

Oklahoma has strict regulations for its compounding pharmacies

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-has-strict-regulations-for-its-compounding-

pharmacies/article/3729744#ixzz2CgEPnqYt

 

Oklahoma City, police union agree to new collective bargaining agreement

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-union-agree-to-new-collective-bargaining-

agreement/article/3729985#ixzz2Cg9Vnohe

 

Oklahoma Air National Guard hosts training program for Aeromedical Evacuation

units from across the nation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-air-national-guard-hosts-training-program-for-

aeromedical-evacuation-units-from-across-the-

nation/article/3729773#ixzz2CgO50oFk

 

Tribal officials break ground for medical clinic in Norman

http://newsok.com/tribal-officials-break-ground-for-medical-clinic-in-

norman/article/3729252#ixzz2CgBlegCQ

 

American Muslim allowed boarding passes on third attempt to fly to Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/american-muslim-allowed-boarding-passes-on-third-attempt-to-

fly-to-oklahoma/article/3729998#ixzz2Cg8VDmWP

 

Liquor store numbers continue to rise in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/liquor-store-numbers-continue-to-rise-in-

oklahoma/article/3729986#ixzz2Cg8lyaO0

 

By the numbers: Liquor store, winery numbers in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-liquor-store-winery-numbers-in-

oklahoma/article/3729987#ixzz2CgDSEo1u

 

Oklahoma City to host best practices conference Dec. 6

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-host-best-practices-conference-dec.-

6/article/3729639#ixzz2CgHdrpmF
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Law firm manager's leadership shaped by his West Point, high school educations

http://newsok.com/law-firm-managers-leadership-shaped-by-his-west-point-high-

school-educations/article/3729358#ixzz2CgHkKXg2

 

OKC Central: Build it, they'll come, say supporters

http://newsok.com/okc-central-build-it-theyll-come-say-

supporters/article/3729948#ixzz2CgHTuehm

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials deny criticism of 10-day online courses

http://newsok.com/western-oklahoma-state-college-officials-deny-criticism-of-10-

day-online-courses/article/3729491#ixzz2CgI9RFkR

 

University of Phoenix to close West Oklahoma City, Owasso locations

http://newsok.com/university-of-phoenix-to-close-west-oklahoma-city-owasso-

locations/article/3729978#ixzz2CgAL7GAF

 

For-profit colleges cost more, leave students with greater debt than public institutions

http://newsok.com/for-profit-colleges-cost-more-leave-students-with-greater-debt-

than-public-institutions/article/3729977#ixzz2CgFJ3Fvd

 

Oklahoma City area has added one college campus per year since 1995

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-area-has-added-one-college-campus-per-year-

since-1995/article/3729976#ixzz2CgFPuPdO

 

Oklahoma City educators study at Quartz Mountain

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-educators-study-at-quartz-

mountain/article/3729399#axzz2Cg893m65

 

Five-school consortium seeks to bring higher education downtown

http://newsok.com/five-school-consortium-seeks-to-bring-higher-education-

downtown/article/3729975#ixzz2CgAbKYED

 

Lowest achieving schools in state can’t access federal funds to provide services,

officials say

http://newsok.com/lowest-achieving-schools-in-state-cant-access-federal-funds-to-

provide-services-officials-say/article/3730009#ixzz2CgMqX7Rn

 

A year after deadly crash, Oklahoma State University seeks to update travel policy

http://newsok.com/a-year-after-deadly-crash-oklahoma-state-university-seeks-to-

update-travel-policy/article/3729305#ixzz2CgG985iH

 

Great-grandfather fulfills sky diving wish at age 91

http://newsok.com/great-grandfather-fulfills-sky-diving-wish-at-age-

91/article/3729809#ixzz2CgNQtPMB

 

Man just wants to clean up neighborhood

http://newsok.com/man-just-wants-to-clean-up-

neighborhood/article/3729615#axzz2Cg893m65
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Review of federal fuel tax is needed

http://newsok.com/review-of-federal-fuel-tax-is-

needed/article/3729302#axzz2Cg893m65

 

‘Fish!’ author tells Oklahoma ethics group to play, be present and make customers’

days

http://newsok.com/fish-author-tells-oklahoma-ethics-group-to-play-be-present-and-

make-customers-days/article/3729682#ixzz2CgPyZMum

 

Obsessing on income gap not a sound policymaking approach

http://newsok.com/obsessing-on-income-gap-not-a-sound-policymaking-

approach/article/3729993#ixzz2CgN1c7xE

 

Proposed tax increases no cure for weak economy

http://newsok.com/proposed-tax-increases-no-cure-for-weak-

economy/article/3729377#ixzz2CgPB54dm

 

Current lawmakers can learn a little from outgoing House speaker

http://newsok.com/current-lawmakers-can-learn-a-little-from-outgoing-house-

speaker/article/3729375#ixzz2CgPIcYrV

 

Former Oklahoma Senate leader: Five suggestions for state lawmakers

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-senate-leader-five-suggestions-for-state-

lawmakers/article/3729376#ixzz2CgPR1TnU
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Oklahoma Senate Republicans say education, workers comp reform will be top

issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A19_OKLAHO107953

 

Oklahoma Gov. Fallin postpones decision on health insurance exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20121117_16_A15_GovMar696702

 

Struggling Oklahoma schools are caught in funding limbo

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121119_19_A1_Afterb711047

 

Liquor stores continue to open in state despite Modern Laws efforts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_16_A14_OKLAHO890329
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New Oklahoma law on collecting late sales taxes draws criticism

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_16_A14_Anewla456310

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Coburn says he won't run in 2016, but spidey-sense

isn't so sure
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subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A26_Iguess133502

 

Audit raises flag at state agency focused on marginal oil, gas wells
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Errors on Ten Commandments monument to be fixed by Monday, lawmaker says
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More water, sewer fixes advised
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Petition launched to bring Muslim man on no-fly list home to family
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Air National Guard hosts training exercise in Oklahoma City
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Fiscal cliff more like a rocky slope
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Democrats stiffen spine against trimming benefits
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City Hall report
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Sunday Morning Quarterback
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Roll Call
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Obama turns to foreign policy with Asia trip
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subjectid=13&articleid=20121117_13_0_WASHIN468946

 

Petraeus: CIA blamed terrorists for Libya attack

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121117_13_A12_CUTLIN71671

 

Inhofe: Hope is not lost for low-water dam improvements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121119_336_A1_USSenJ716460

 

Former Oklahoma lawmaker to be promoted to general

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121119_12_0_OLHMIY658259

 

Tulsa police to increase Black Friday patrols

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_12_A11_Ahpesb389733

 

New bridge in Bixby may depend on Turnpike Authority

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A1_Arenew987790

 

Water restrictions likely for Lawton if no rain

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121118_12_0_LAWTON905379

 

Oklahoma teen kills stepfather in hunting accident

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121118_12_0_WYANDO20824

 

Judge stands by decision to require teen to attend church

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121118_14_A19_CUTLIN40518

 

Skiatook hopes council-city manager government will change its 'small town' image

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A19_CUTLIN819109

 

Thanksgiving meal shortfall: Christian Ministers Alliance asks for food donations to

help needy
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subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A21_TeCrsi376879

 

Law group honors Tulsa World reporter

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A25_CUTLIN744704

 

Route 66 Marathon on its way to world-class status

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_11_A1_CUTLIN477614

 

Alcohol seen as major crime factor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_11_A11_CUTLIN283016

 

TPD no longer holding public meetings on crime statistics

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_11_A11_TheTul696523

 

Black pastor breaks mold as new leader of all-white Lutheran church

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20121118_18_A1_CUTLIN434405

 

OKC bombing-fund policies limit payments to survivors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_11_A1_Polici247440

 

Small Business Saturday a chance to help the local retailers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121119_61_A9_OKweal665947

 

Affirmative action

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121119_61_A9_Afeder688271

 

Oklahoma needs to get serious about addressing diabetes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121117_61_A20_Thenew466104

 

BP paying for its negligence

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121117_61_A20_Itsbee920509

 

Elections force nation's governors to face reality on Obamacare

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121118_11_G1_ULNShs98580

 

A lean, green job machine
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Lawsuits possible over 10 Commandments monument

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/lawsuits-possible-over-10-commandments-

monument-capitol/

 

Fallin delays decision on Okla. insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/fallin-delays-decision-on-okla-insurance-

exchange-capitol/

 

Steele takes position with OKC-based nonprofit TEEM

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/steele-takes-position-with-okc-based-nonprofit-

teem-capitol/

 

UCO payouts: Records show school settles 2 lawsuits for $157,500

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/uco-payouts-records-show-school-settles-2-

lawsuits-for-157500-law/

 

Merritt faces more charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/merritt-faces-more-charges-law/

 

McClendon’s big bet: Chesapeake CEO not hedging natural gas in 2013

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/mcclendons-big-bet-chesapeake-ceo-isnt-

hedging-natural-gas-in-2013-energy/

 

Analysts: Chesapeake hiring on the line

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/analysts-chesapeake-hiring-on-the-line-energy/

 

Air Assurance open house conditions students for HVAC careers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/air-assurance-open-house-conditions-students-

for-hvac-careers-general-news/

 

National senior care consultancy A Place for Mom enters Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-

mom-enters-okla-health-care/

 

Local retailers say no to Black Friday

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-

news/

 

Shockley named Southwest Bancorp CFO 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/shockley-named-southwest-bancorp-cfo-

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=214&articleid=20121118_214_G1_CUTLIN97941
http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/lawsuits-possible-over-10-commandments-monument-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/lawsuits-possible-over-10-commandments-monument-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/fallin-delays-decision-on-okla-insurance-exchange-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/fallin-delays-decision-on-okla-insurance-exchange-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/steele-takes-position-with-okc-based-nonprofit-teem-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/steele-takes-position-with-okc-based-nonprofit-teem-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/uco-payouts-records-show-school-settles-2-lawsuits-for-157500-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/uco-payouts-records-show-school-settles-2-lawsuits-for-157500-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/merritt-faces-more-charges-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/mcclendons-big-bet-chesapeake-ceo-isnt-hedging-natural-gas-in-2013-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/mcclendons-big-bet-chesapeake-ceo-isnt-hedging-natural-gas-in-2013-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/analysts-chesapeake-hiring-on-the-line-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/air-assurance-open-house-conditions-students-for-hvac-careers-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/air-assurance-open-house-conditions-students-for-hvac-careers-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-mom-enters-okla-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-mom-enters-okla-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/shockley-named-southwest-bancorp-cfo-finance/


finance/

 

National senior care consultancy A Place for Mom enters Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-

mom-enters-okla-health-care/

 

These Walls: Tulsa Educare 3

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/these-walls-tulsa-educare-3-real-estate/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 19, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/business-briefs-nov-19-2012-general-news/

 

Local retailers say no to Black Friday

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-

news/

 

Tahlequah Farmers’ Market goes online for winter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/tahlequah-farmers-market-goes-online-for-

winter-general-news/

 

Oil prices rise as traders eye Mideast conflict

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/oil-prices-rise-as-traders-eye-mideast-conflict-

energy/

 

Defense lawyers say BP rig workers are scapegoats

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/defense-lawyers-say-bp-rig-workers-are-

scapegoats-energy/

 

Rigs exploring for oil and gas in U.S. up

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/rigs-exploring-for-oil-and-gas-in-u-s-up-energy/

 

EPA turns down states’ request for ethanol waiver

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/epa-turns-down-states-request-for-ethanol-

waiver-energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals
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Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 17-19, 2012
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:00:11 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education tops Senate agenda, leader says

http://newsok.com/education-tops-senate-agenda-leader-

says/article/3729619#axzz2Cg893m65

 

Errors corrected on Ten Commandments monument at Oklahoma state Capitol

http://newsok.com/errors-corrected-on-ten-commandments-monument-at-oklahoma-

state-capitol/article/3729739#ixzz2CgDbdDwO

 

Outgoing Oklahoma House speaker takes post with nonprofit

http://newsok.com/outgoing-oklahoma-house-speaker-takes-post-with-

nonprofit/article/3729407#ixzz2CgDjYeMT

 

Audit finds cost discrepancies at Oklahoma state agency

http://newsok.com/audit-finds-cost-discrepancies-at-oklahoma-state-

agency/article/3729618#ixzz2CgNdwdgw

 

Oklahoma agency — Commission on Marginally Producing Oil and Gas Wells —

faces criticism

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agency-commission-on-marginally-producing-oil-and-

gas-wells-faces-criticism/article/3729336#ixzz2Cg98gr2F

 

Inhofe still supports funding for Arkansas River projects

http://newsok.com/inhofe-still-supports-funding-for-arkansas-river-

projects/article/3730003#ixzz2CgMRF5Ow

 

DC Notes: Republican Rep.-elect Markwayne Mullin says he'll oppose higher tax

revenue

http://newsok.com/dc-notes-republican-rep.-elect-markwayne-mullin-says-hell-

oppose-higher-tax-revenue/article/3729933#ixzz2CgOyIEcL

 

Church order questioned

http://newsok.com/church-order-questioned/article/3729616#axzz2Cg893m65

 

160 workers in Tulsa hit by Hostess liquidation

http://newsok.com/160-workers-in-tulsa-hit-by-hostess-

liquidation/article/3729137#ixzz2CgCSYSFv

 

Hertz gains enough Dollar Thrifty stock to complete merger

http://newsok.com/hertz-gains-enough-dollar-thrifty-stock-to-complete-

merger/article/3729506#ixzz2CgLhq3Ok
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New Oklahoma sales tax enforcement measure draws concerns from business

owners

http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-sales-tax-enforcement-measure-draws-concerns-

from-business-owners/article/3729982#ixzz2Cg8u2afH

 

Fiscal cliff makes tax planning more difficult, important, Oklahoma City experts say

http://newsok.com/fiscal-cliff-makes-tax-planning-more-difficult-important-oklahoma-

city-experts-say/article/3729638#ixzz2Cg8DPBVR

 

IRS disaster fund advice followed in OKC, ignored elsewhere

http://newsok.com/irs-disaster-fund-advice-followed-in-okc-ignored-

elsewhere/article/3729581#ixzz2Cg8NyBfO

 

Oklahoma has strict regulations for its compounding pharmacies

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-has-strict-regulations-for-its-compounding-

pharmacies/article/3729744#ixzz2CgEPnqYt

 

Oklahoma City, police union agree to new collective bargaining agreement

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-union-agree-to-new-collective-bargaining-

agreement/article/3729985#ixzz2Cg9Vnohe

 

Oklahoma Air National Guard hosts training program for Aeromedical Evacuation

units from across the nation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-air-national-guard-hosts-training-program-for-

aeromedical-evacuation-units-from-across-the-

nation/article/3729773#ixzz2CgO50oFk

 

Tribal officials break ground for medical clinic in Norman

http://newsok.com/tribal-officials-break-ground-for-medical-clinic-in-

norman/article/3729252#ixzz2CgBlegCQ

 

American Muslim allowed boarding passes on third attempt to fly to Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/american-muslim-allowed-boarding-passes-on-third-attempt-to-

fly-to-oklahoma/article/3729998#ixzz2Cg8VDmWP

 

Liquor store numbers continue to rise in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/liquor-store-numbers-continue-to-rise-in-

oklahoma/article/3729986#ixzz2Cg8lyaO0

 

By the numbers: Liquor store, winery numbers in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-liquor-store-winery-numbers-in-

oklahoma/article/3729987#ixzz2CgDSEo1u

 

Oklahoma City to host best practices conference Dec. 6

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-host-best-practices-conference-dec.-

6/article/3729639#ixzz2CgHdrpmF
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Law firm manager's leadership shaped by his West Point, high school educations

http://newsok.com/law-firm-managers-leadership-shaped-by-his-west-point-high-

school-educations/article/3729358#ixzz2CgHkKXg2

 

OKC Central: Build it, they'll come, say supporters

http://newsok.com/okc-central-build-it-theyll-come-say-

supporters/article/3729948#ixzz2CgHTuehm

 

Western Oklahoma State College officials deny criticism of 10-day online courses

http://newsok.com/western-oklahoma-state-college-officials-deny-criticism-of-10-

day-online-courses/article/3729491#ixzz2CgI9RFkR

 

University of Phoenix to close West Oklahoma City, Owasso locations

http://newsok.com/university-of-phoenix-to-close-west-oklahoma-city-owasso-

locations/article/3729978#ixzz2CgAL7GAF

 

For-profit colleges cost more, leave students with greater debt than public institutions

http://newsok.com/for-profit-colleges-cost-more-leave-students-with-greater-debt-

than-public-institutions/article/3729977#ixzz2CgFJ3Fvd

 

Oklahoma City area has added one college campus per year since 1995

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-area-has-added-one-college-campus-per-year-

since-1995/article/3729976#ixzz2CgFPuPdO

 

Oklahoma City educators study at Quartz Mountain

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-educators-study-at-quartz-

mountain/article/3729399#axzz2Cg893m65

 

Five-school consortium seeks to bring higher education downtown

http://newsok.com/five-school-consortium-seeks-to-bring-higher-education-

downtown/article/3729975#ixzz2CgAbKYED

 

Lowest achieving schools in state can’t access federal funds to provide services,

officials say

http://newsok.com/lowest-achieving-schools-in-state-cant-access-federal-funds-to-

provide-services-officials-say/article/3730009#ixzz2CgMqX7Rn

 

A year after deadly crash, Oklahoma State University seeks to update travel policy

http://newsok.com/a-year-after-deadly-crash-oklahoma-state-university-seeks-to-

update-travel-policy/article/3729305#ixzz2CgG985iH

 

Great-grandfather fulfills sky diving wish at age 91

http://newsok.com/great-grandfather-fulfills-sky-diving-wish-at-age-

91/article/3729809#ixzz2CgNQtPMB

 

Man just wants to clean up neighborhood

http://newsok.com/man-just-wants-to-clean-up-

neighborhood/article/3729615#axzz2Cg893m65
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Review of federal fuel tax is needed

http://newsok.com/review-of-federal-fuel-tax-is-

needed/article/3729302#axzz2Cg893m65

 

‘Fish!’ author tells Oklahoma ethics group to play, be present and make customers’

days

http://newsok.com/fish-author-tells-oklahoma-ethics-group-to-play-be-present-and-

make-customers-days/article/3729682#ixzz2CgPyZMum

 

Obsessing on income gap not a sound policymaking approach

http://newsok.com/obsessing-on-income-gap-not-a-sound-policymaking-

approach/article/3729993#ixzz2CgN1c7xE

 

Proposed tax increases no cure for weak economy

http://newsok.com/proposed-tax-increases-no-cure-for-weak-

economy/article/3729377#ixzz2CgPB54dm

 

Current lawmakers can learn a little from outgoing House speaker

http://newsok.com/current-lawmakers-can-learn-a-little-from-outgoing-house-

speaker/article/3729375#ixzz2CgPIcYrV

 

Former Oklahoma Senate leader: Five suggestions for state lawmakers

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-senate-leader-five-suggestions-for-state-

lawmakers/article/3729376#ixzz2CgPR1TnU
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Oklahoma Senate Republicans say education, workers comp reform will be top

issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A19_OKLAHO107953

 

Oklahoma Gov. Fallin postpones decision on health insurance exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20121117_16_A15_GovMar696702

 

Struggling Oklahoma schools are caught in funding limbo

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20121119_19_A1_Afterb711047

 

Liquor stores continue to open in state despite Modern Laws efforts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_16_A14_OKLAHO890329
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New Oklahoma law on collecting late sales taxes draws criticism

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_16_A14_Anewla456310

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Coburn says he won't run in 2016, but spidey-sense

isn't so sure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A26_Iguess133502

 

Audit raises flag at state agency focused on marginal oil, gas wells

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_16_A27_Astate965394

 

Errors on Ten Commandments monument to be fixed by Monday, lawmaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121117_16_A1_CUTLIN665363

 

More water, sewer fixes advised

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121119_16_A1_CUTLIN934940

 

Petition launched to bring Muslim man on no-fly list home to family

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_16_A12_Aniept700739

 

Petition launched to bring Muslim man on no-fly list home to family

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_16_A12_Aniept700739

 

Air National Guard hosts training exercise in Oklahoma City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_16_A12_CUTLIN624430

 

Fiscal cliff more like a rocky slope

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A16_Teiclc875347

 

Democrats stiffen spine against trimming benefits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121118_13_A16_CUTLIN324391

 

City Hall report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20121118_11_A26_hQuota41506

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A26_hGovMa506409
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Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121118_13_A16_WSIGOe859487

 

Obama turns to foreign policy with Asia trip

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121117_13_0_WASHIN468946

 

Petraeus: CIA blamed terrorists for Libya attack

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121117_13_A12_CUTLIN71671

 

Inhofe: Hope is not lost for low-water dam improvements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121119_336_A1_USSenJ716460

 

Former Oklahoma lawmaker to be promoted to general

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121119_12_0_OLHMIY658259

 

Tulsa police to increase Black Friday patrols

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_12_A11_Ahpesb389733

 

New bridge in Bixby may depend on Turnpike Authority

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A1_Arenew987790

 

Water restrictions likely for Lawton if no rain

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121118_12_0_LAWTON905379

 

Oklahoma teen kills stepfather in hunting accident

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121118_12_0_WYANDO20824

 

Judge stands by decision to require teen to attend church

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121118_14_A19_CUTLIN40518

 

Skiatook hopes council-city manager government will change its 'small town' image

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A19_CUTLIN819109

 

Thanksgiving meal shortfall: Christian Ministers Alliance asks for food donations to

help needy
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Law group honors Tulsa World reporter

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A25_CUTLIN744704

 

Route 66 Marathon on its way to world-class status

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_11_A1_CUTLIN477614

 

Alcohol seen as major crime factor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_11_A11_CUTLIN283016

 

TPD no longer holding public meetings on crime statistics

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_11_A11_TheTul696523

 

Black pastor breaks mold as new leader of all-white Lutheran church

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20121118_18_A1_CUTLIN434405

 

OKC bombing-fund policies limit payments to survivors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_11_A1_Polici247440

 

Small Business Saturday a chance to help the local retailers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121119_61_A9_OKweal665947

 

Affirmative action

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121119_61_A9_Afeder688271

 

Oklahoma needs to get serious about addressing diabetes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121117_61_A20_Thenew466104

 

BP paying for its negligence

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121117_61_A20_Itsbee920509

 

Elections force nation's governors to face reality on Obamacare

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20121118_11_G1_ULNShs98580

 

A lean, green job machine

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A21_TeCrsi376879
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A25_CUTLIN744704
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_12_A25_CUTLIN744704
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_11_A1_CUTLIN477614
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_11_A1_CUTLIN477614
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_11_A11_CUTLIN283016
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_11_A11_CUTLIN283016
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_11_A11_TheTul696523
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20121119_11_A11_TheTul696523
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=18&articleid=20121118_18_A1_CUTLIN434405
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=18&articleid=20121118_18_A1_CUTLIN434405
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_11_A1_Polici247440
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_11_A1_Polici247440
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121119_61_A9_OKweal665947
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121119_61_A9_OKweal665947
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121119_61_A9_Afeder688271
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121119_61_A9_Afeder688271
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121117_61_A20_Thenew466104
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121117_61_A20_Thenew466104
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121117_61_A20_Itsbee920509
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121117_61_A20_Itsbee920509
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20121118_11_G1_ULNShs98580
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20121118_11_G1_ULNShs98580
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=214&articleid=20121118_214_G1_CUTLIN97941


subjectid=214&articleid=20121118_214_G1_CUTLIN97941
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Lawsuits possible over 10 Commandments monument

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/lawsuits-possible-over-10-commandments-

monument-capitol/

 

Fallin delays decision on Okla. insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/fallin-delays-decision-on-okla-insurance-

exchange-capitol/

 

Steele takes position with OKC-based nonprofit TEEM

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/steele-takes-position-with-okc-based-nonprofit-

teem-capitol/

 

UCO payouts: Records show school settles 2 lawsuits for $157,500

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/uco-payouts-records-show-school-settles-2-

lawsuits-for-157500-law/

 

Merritt faces more charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/merritt-faces-more-charges-law/

 

McClendon’s big bet: Chesapeake CEO not hedging natural gas in 2013

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/mcclendons-big-bet-chesapeake-ceo-isnt-

hedging-natural-gas-in-2013-energy/

 

Analysts: Chesapeake hiring on the line

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/analysts-chesapeake-hiring-on-the-line-energy/

 

Air Assurance open house conditions students for HVAC careers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/air-assurance-open-house-conditions-students-

for-hvac-careers-general-news/

 

National senior care consultancy A Place for Mom enters Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-

mom-enters-okla-health-care/

 

Local retailers say no to Black Friday

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-

news/

 

Shockley named Southwest Bancorp CFO 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/shockley-named-southwest-bancorp-cfo-
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finance/

 

National senior care consultancy A Place for Mom enters Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/national-senior-care-consultancy-a-place-for-

mom-enters-okla-health-care/

 

These Walls: Tulsa Educare 3

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/these-walls-tulsa-educare-3-real-estate/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 19, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/business-briefs-nov-19-2012-general-news/

 

Local retailers say no to Black Friday

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-

news/

 

Tahlequah Farmers’ Market goes online for winter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/tahlequah-farmers-market-goes-online-for-

winter-general-news/

 

Oil prices rise as traders eye Mideast conflict

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/oil-prices-rise-as-traders-eye-mideast-conflict-

energy/

 

Defense lawyers say BP rig workers are scapegoats

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/defense-lawyers-say-bp-rig-workers-are-

scapegoats-energy/

 

Rigs exploring for oil and gas in U.S. up

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/rigs-exploring-for-oil-and-gas-in-u-s-up-energy/

 

EPA turns down states’ request for ethanol waiver

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/epa-turns-down-states-request-for-ethanol-

waiver-energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals
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Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Malia Bennett
To: bennett@oksenate.gov
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 10:02:28 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma City to explore purchase of license plate scanning equipment 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-explore-purchase-of-license-plate-scanning-

equipment/article/3728962#ixzz2COeyNn5H

Committee still trying to define Oklahoma City's MAPS 3 senior centers 

http://newsok.com/committee-still-trying-to-define-oklahoma-citys-maps-3-senior-

centers/article/3728624#ixzz2COfBu3aS

Community helps Edmond Senior Center keep serving meals 

http://newsok.com/community-helps-edmond-senior-center-keep-serving-

meals/article/3728586#ixzz2COfKi5al

Seven inducted into Oklahoma Hall of Fame

http://newsok.com/seven-inducted-into-oklahoma-hall-of-fame/article/3728986?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oklahoma teen sentenced to attend church as part of probation for DUI manslaughter

conviction 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-teen-sentenced-to-attend-church-as-part-of-probation-

for-dui-manslaughter-conviction/article/3728821#ixzz2COfqQjNe

Oklahoma Ethics Commission narrows field of applicants

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-narrows-field-of-

applicants/article/3728996#axzz2COe4Gzt7

GOP leaders already jockeying for 2016

http://newsok.com/gop-leaders-already-jockeying-for-

2016/article/feed/463522#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oklahoma House speaker to take job at OKC nonprofit 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-speaker-to-take-job-at-okc-

nonprofit/article/3729131#ixzz2COgiW3ni

Oklahoma congressman recommends $68 billion in cuts to nondefense spending at

Pentagon 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressman-recommends-68-billion-in-cuts-to-

nondefense-spending-at-pentagon/article/3728956#ixzz2COgyGVjp

Fiscal cliff's biggest impact could be on defense 

http://newsok.com/fiscal-cliffs-biggest-impact-could-be-on-
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defense/article/3728957#ixzz2COh4kKFU

Longtime Oklahoma Ethics Commission workers are honored

http://newsok.com/longtime-oklahoma-ethics-commission-workers-are-

honored/article/3728997#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Ex-Tinker worker charged with accepting bribes from government contractor 

http://newsok.com/ex-tinker-worker-charged-with-accepting-bribes-from-

government-contractor/article/3729019#ixzz2COhLvlRt

Ten Commandments monument is installed at Oklahoma state Capitol 

http://newsok.com/ten-commandments-monument-is-installed-at-oklahoma-state-

capitol/article/3728824#ixzz2COhToEne

Top Republicans say Romney didn't offer specifics

http://newsok.com/top-republicans-say-romney-didnt-offer-

specifics/article/feed/462890#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Glance: Implementation of 'Obamacare' by state

http://newsok.com/glance-implementation-of-obamacare-by-

state/article/feed/463309#axzz2COe4Gzt7

CDC report highlights Oklahoma's growing diabetes problem

http://newsok.com/cdc-report-highlights-oklahomas-growing-diabetes-

problem/article/3728969#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Nation will be stronger after election, PBS anchorwoman Judy Woodruff tells crowd at

the University of Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/nation-will-be-stronger-after-election-pbs-anchorwoman-judy-

woodruff-tells-crowd-at-the-university-of-oklahoma/article/3728353#ixzz2COiqi3rT

Guardsman aims to increase use of CNG as alternative to foreign oil 

http://newsok.com/guardsman-aims-to-increase-use-of-cng-as-alternative-to-

foreign-oil/article/3728980#ixzz2COizZEro

160 workers in Tulsa hit by Hostess liquidation 

http://newsok.com/160-workers-in-tulsa-hit-by-hostess-

liquidation/article/3729137#ixzz2COj9ESHq

Hostess moves to shutter operations

http://newsok.com/hostess-moves-to-shutter-

operations/article/feed/463563#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oil prices steady as traders eye Mideast conflict 

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-steady-as-traders-eye-mideast-

conflict/article/feed/463481#ixzz2COjPHA6V

UIS futures higher as fiscal cliff talks open 
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Oklahoma Democrats face tough chore in attracting support 
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Workers' comp costs continue to hurt Oklahoma business 
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U.S. oil future is bright, if policies will allow it 
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State wheat crop strong in exporting
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Foreclosure starts down on annual basis in October
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U.S. rate on 30-year mortgage hits record 3.34 pct.
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2nd investor calls out SandRidge
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Ming: Oil production decline in state reversed
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BP agrees to pay $4.5B; 3 employees charged

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/bp-agrees-to-pay-4-5b-3-employees-charged-
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Oil industry group pushes Obama to OK pipeline
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Heartsick for the holidays: Seasonal blues could affect office production
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Diabetes rates rocket in Oklahoma, South
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Stocks close lower after weak retail reports
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Oklahoma City to explore purchase of license plate scanning equipment 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-explore-purchase-of-license-plate-scanning-

equipment/article/3728962#ixzz2COeyNn5H

Committee still trying to define Oklahoma City's MAPS 3 senior centers 

http://newsok.com/committee-still-trying-to-define-oklahoma-citys-maps-3-senior-

centers/article/3728624#ixzz2COfBu3aS

Community helps Edmond Senior Center keep serving meals 

http://newsok.com/community-helps-edmond-senior-center-keep-serving-

meals/article/3728586#ixzz2COfKi5al

Seven inducted into Oklahoma Hall of Fame

http://newsok.com/seven-inducted-into-oklahoma-hall-of-fame/article/3728986?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news#axzz2COe4Gzt7

Oklahoma teen sentenced to attend church as part of probation for DUI manslaughter

conviction 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-teen-sentenced-to-attend-church-as-part-of-probation-

for-dui-manslaughter-conviction/article/3728821#ixzz2COfqQjNe

Oklahoma Ethics Commission narrows field of applicants

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-narrows-field-of-

applicants/article/3728996#axzz2COe4Gzt7

GOP leaders already jockeying for 2016

http://newsok.com/gop-leaders-already-jockeying-for-
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Oklahoma House speaker to take job at OKC nonprofit 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-speaker-to-take-job-at-okc-

nonprofit/article/3729131#ixzz2COgiW3ni

Oklahoma congressman recommends $68 billion in cuts to nondefense spending at

Pentagon 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressman-recommends-68-billion-in-cuts-to-
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/bp-agrees-to-pay-4-5b-3-employees-charged-

energy/

 

Oil industry group pushes Obama to OK pipeline

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/oil-industry-group-pushes-obama-to-ok-pipeline-

energy/

 

Heartsick for the holidays: Seasonal blues could affect office production

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/heartsick-for-the-holidays-seasonal-blues-could-

affect-office-production-health-care/

 

Diabetes rates rocket in Oklahoma, South

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/diabetes-rates-rocket-in-oklahoma-south-health-

care/

 

10 Commandments monument in place at Okla. Capitol

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/10-commandments-monument-in-place-at-okla-

capitol-capitol/

 

Stocks close lower after weak retail reports

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/stocks-close-lower-after-weak-retail-reports-

finance/

 

Foreclosure starts down on annual basis in October

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/foreclosure-starts-down-on-annual-basis-in-

october-real-estate/
 
Fourth Reading: In lieu of fits, learn how to lose
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/15/fourth-reading-in-lieu-of-fits-learn-how-to-lose-
opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Monument in place at capital
 
Diabetes rates rocket in Oklahoma and South
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar
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Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

 

http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
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From: Jennifer Brock
To: brock@oksenate.gov
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 10-13, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 10:50:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Senate adds high-resolution cameras, other upgrades 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-adds-high-resolution-cameras-other-

upgrades/article/3728045#axzz2C72ora8Y
 
Federal prosecutors calling Oklahoma lobbyist's actions bribery in Mike Morgan case

http://newsok.com/federal-prosecutors-calling-oklahoma-lobbyists-actions-bribery-in-

mike-morgan-case/article/3727485#ixzz2C745OXgs
 
DHS worker who committed suicide after child's death cleared of wrongdoing

http://newsok.com/dhs-worker-who-committed-suicide-after-childs-death-cleared-of-

wrongdoing/article/3728043#ixzz2C79LLyHL
 
Oklahoma's governor will talk about health insurance exchange with GOP peers 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-governor-will-talk-about-health-insurance-exchange-

with-gop-peers/article/3728032#ixzz2C73TWFqn

 

Planned Parenthood sues Oklahoma over WIC funding 

http://newsok.com/planned-parenthood-sues-oklahoma-over-wic-

funding/article/3727966#axzz2C72ora8Y
 
State parole board to seek input on administering law

http://newsok.com/state-parole-board-to-seek-input-on-administering-

law/article/3728107#axzz2C7DDFx7L
 
Oklahoma political action committee fails to file campaign financial reports 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-political-action-committee-fails-to-file-campaign-

financial-reports/article/3728042#ixzz2C73aZ0EX

 

Fewer straight-party votes cast in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/fewer-straight-party-votes-cast-in-

oklahoma/article/3727478#axzz2C74BEBXe

 

Oklahoma City bombing fund officials say criticism unjust 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-bombing-fund-officials-say-criticism-

unjust/article/3727548#ixzz2C74OSUCz

 

Oklahoma government hires energy czar

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-government-hires-energy-

czar/article/3727395#axzz2C74g4jJf
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Feds extend deadline for health care exchange plans

http://newsok.com/feds-extend-deadline-for-health-care-exchange-

plans/article/3727316#ixzz2C74qVPLv

 

Oklahoma County sheriff's race candidate seeks recount after loss 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-sheriffs-race-candidate-seeks-recount-after-

loss/article/3727264#ixzz2C756KVJa

 

Long lines at Oklahoma elections a product of new state laws, election policies 

http://newsok.com/long-lines-at-oklahoma-elections-a-product-of-new-state-laws-

election-policies/article/3727335#ixzz2C75H8700

 

Oklahoma City adds two electric cars to fleet 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-adds-two-electric-cars-to-

fleet/article/3727835#ixzz2C75hC2JZ

 

University of Oklahoma's Research Campus sees booming growth 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahomas-research-campus-sees-booming-

growth/article/3727241#ixzz2C76cRg62
 
New Colorado law could bring more drivers with marijuana through Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/new-colorado-law-could-bring-more-drivers-with-marijuana-

through-oklahoma/article/3728051#ixzz2C791TbeK
 
Oklahoma City metro-area achievers 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-

achievers/article/3728197#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Edmond veterans are honored

http://newsok.com/edmond-veterans-are-honored/article/3728200#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Edmond school hosts Vietnam veteran for Veterans Day 

http://newsok.com/edmond-school-hosts-vietnam-veteran-for-veterans-

day/article/3728199#ixzz2C7KIbN87

 

Midwest City's Veterans Day parade includes huge flag, flyover 

http://newsok.com/midwest-citys-veterans-day-parade-includes-huge-flag-

flyover/article/3728011#ixzz2C7LTHQxs

 
Youth Services for Oklahoma County celebrates 40 years

http://newsok.com/youth-services-for-oklahoma-county-celebrates-40-

years/article/3728102#ixzz2C7Klk4Kk

Survivors hope Oklahoma City bombing museum updates will tell story to a new

generation 

http://newsok.com/survivors-hope-oklahoma-city-bombing-museum-updates-will-tell-
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story-to-a-new-generation/article/3728100#ixzz2C75X8opA
 
Owner of First National Center in Oklahoma City seeks to avoid jail time 

http://newsok.com/owner-of-first-national-center-in-oklahoma-city-seeks-to-avoid-

jail-time/article/3728056#ixzz2C7ER433W

 

Sears at Quail Springs Mall in Oklahoma City will close in January; sales are on 

http://newsok.com/sears-at-quail-springs-mall-in-oklahoma-city-will-close-in-

january-sales-are-on/article/3728118#ixzz2C7LsIKA6

Chesapeake affiliate develops way to mix diesel, natural gas 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-affiliate-develops-way-to-mix-diesel-natural-

gas/article/3728067#ixzz2C7BEzoqE

 

Chesapeake Energy honors its 1,200 military veteran employees. 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-honors-its-1200-military-veteran-

employees./article/3728055#ixzz2C7BMAckR

 

U.S. Treasury urges Oklahoma's federal benefit recipients to act now in response to

electronic payment rule 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-treasury-urges-oklahomas-federal-benefit-recipients-to-act-

now-in-response-to-electronic-payment-rule/article/3728035#ixzz2C7DoTvpO

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 13, 2012 

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-13-

2012/article/3728215#ixzz2C7DHmhE4

 

Oklahoma business briefs: Nov. 13, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs-nov.-13-2012/article/3728040?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Associated Material Processing quickly advancing technology from lab to marketplace

http://newsok.com/associated-material-processing-quickly-advancing-technology-

from-lab-to-marketplace/article/3728015#ixzz2C7FF1LDk

 

Most in US won't be able to escape 'fiscal cliff' 

http://newsok.com/most-in-us-wont-be-able-to-escape-fiscal-

cliff/article/feed/461860#ixzz2C7GbJehN

 

What's in US fiscal cliff and who'd pay how much 

http://newsok.com/whats-in-us-fiscal-cliff-and-whod-pay-how-

much/article/feed/461862#ixzz2C7GnILVg

 

US futures dip as optimism about Greece cools 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-dip-as-optimism-about-greece-

cools/article/feed/461940#ixzz2C7GQaZCx
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Oil down on lower demand forecast, Greece crisis 

http://newsok.com/oil-down-on-lower-demand-forecast-greece-

crisis/article/feed/461841#ixzz2C7GCS4GA

 

Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics has new president 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-school-of-science-and-mathematics-has-new-

president/article/3727350#ixzz2C7AuNaUl

 

Chesapeake Energy focusing on hiring military veterans 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-focusing-on-hiring-military-

veterans/article/3727246#axzz2C75SSzZv

 

Chesapeake, Devon make military friendly list 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-devon-make-military-friendly-

list/article/3727247#axzz2C75SSzZv

 

Oil and gas industry claims nine spots in list of Oklahoma Inc. performers 

http://newsok.com/oil-and-gas-industry-claims-nine-spots-in-list-of-oklahoma-inc.-

performers/article/3724139#ixzz2C7Cxp3uy

 

Oklahoma City-based Continental Resources grows on increased oil production 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-continental-resources-grows-on-increased-

oil-production/article/3724146#ixzz2C7BuIo8t

 

Blueknight Energy Partners building stability

http://newsok.com/blueknight-energy-partners-building-

stability/article/3724524#axzz2C75SSzZv

 

Plans move ahead for convention center, hotel despite collapse in national market 

http://newsok.com/plans-move-ahead-for-convention-center-hotel-despite-collapse-

in-national-market/article/3727526#ixzz2C7EG4M00

 

Oklahoma Inc.: Banking companies take different tracks during the year 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-inc.-banking-companies-take-different-tracks-during-

the-year/article/3724132#ixzz2C7FSxkqk

 

Long voting lines a hassle, but a little perspective would help 

http://newsok.com/long-voting-lines-a-hassle-but-a-little-perspective-would-

help/article/3727977#ixzz2C7HREOVk

 

Gov. Fallin needs to act on long-lingering Medicaid, health exchange issues

http://newsok.com/gov.-fallin-needs-to-act-on-long-lingering-medicaid-health-

exchange-issues/article/3727105#ixzz2C7HgeIg6

 

Oklahoma GOP leaders should craft detailed, meaningful agendas for 2013 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gop-leaders-should-craft-detailed-meaningful-

agendas-for-2013/article/3727100#ixzz2C7Hot8Vn
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/u-s-stocks-nearly-unchanged-as-fiscal-threat-

looms-finance/
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Oil down on worry about U.S. fiscal cliff

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/oil-down-on-worry-about-u-s-fiscal-cliff-energy/

 

U.S. seen overtaking Saudis as biggest oil producer

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/u-s-seen-overtaking-saudis-as-biggest-oil-

producer-energy/

 

Milbank CEO seeks probation in embezzlement case

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/milbank-ceo-seeks-probation-in-embezzlement-

case-law/

 

SQ 764 to expand water infrastructure funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/sq-764-to-expand-water-infrastructure-funding-

capitol/

 

Lawmakers to study new banking regulations

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/lawmakers-to-study-new-banking-regulations-

capitol/

 

Warding off criticism: SandRidge CEO unapologetic in conference call

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/warding-off-criticism-sandridge-ceo-

unapologetic-in-conference-call-energy/

 

ONG lowers rebates for CNG vehicles, in-home fueling units

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/ong-lowers-rebates-for-cng-vehicles-in-home-

fueling-units-energy/

 

These Walls: Oklahoma City federal bankruptcy court building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/these-walls-oklahoma-city-federal-bankruptcy-

court-building-real-estate/

 

Spokesman: No agriculture regulation surprises from EPA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/spokesman-no-agriculture-regulation-surprises-

from-epa-general-news/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 12, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/business-briefs-nov-12-2012-general-news/

 

Few leftover turkeys after drought: Wild fowl’s population declines in dry weather

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/few-leftover-turkeys-after-drought-wild-fowls-

population-declines-in-dry-weather-general-news/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Clinics sues over WIC funding

 

Constituencies bend Fallin’s ear on health care

 

Prosecutors: Lobbyist bribed convicted ex-senator

 

Bombing fund officials say critics are mistaken

 

Ex-officer claims his rights were violated

 

Monument marks Route 66 culture
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
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KOTV-6 Tulsa
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Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Jennifer Brock
To: brock@oksenate.gov
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Nov. 10-13, 2012
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 10:50:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Senate adds high-resolution cameras, other upgrades 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-adds-high-resolution-cameras-other-

upgrades/article/3728045#axzz2C72ora8Y
 
Federal prosecutors calling Oklahoma lobbyist's actions bribery in Mike Morgan case

http://newsok.com/federal-prosecutors-calling-oklahoma-lobbyists-actions-bribery-in-

mike-morgan-case/article/3727485#ixzz2C745OXgs
 
DHS worker who committed suicide after child's death cleared of wrongdoing

http://newsok.com/dhs-worker-who-committed-suicide-after-childs-death-cleared-of-

wrongdoing/article/3728043#ixzz2C79LLyHL
 
Oklahoma's governor will talk about health insurance exchange with GOP peers 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-governor-will-talk-about-health-insurance-exchange-

with-gop-peers/article/3728032#ixzz2C73TWFqn

 

Planned Parenthood sues Oklahoma over WIC funding 

http://newsok.com/planned-parenthood-sues-oklahoma-over-wic-

funding/article/3727966#axzz2C72ora8Y
 
State parole board to seek input on administering law

http://newsok.com/state-parole-board-to-seek-input-on-administering-

law/article/3728107#axzz2C7DDFx7L
 
Oklahoma political action committee fails to file campaign financial reports 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-political-action-committee-fails-to-file-campaign-

financial-reports/article/3728042#ixzz2C73aZ0EX

 

Fewer straight-party votes cast in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/fewer-straight-party-votes-cast-in-

oklahoma/article/3727478#axzz2C74BEBXe

 

Oklahoma City bombing fund officials say criticism unjust 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-bombing-fund-officials-say-criticism-

unjust/article/3727548#ixzz2C74OSUCz

 

Oklahoma government hires energy czar

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-government-hires-energy-

czar/article/3727395#axzz2C74g4jJf
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Feds extend deadline for health care exchange plans

http://newsok.com/feds-extend-deadline-for-health-care-exchange-

plans/article/3727316#ixzz2C74qVPLv

 

Oklahoma County sheriff's race candidate seeks recount after loss 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-sheriffs-race-candidate-seeks-recount-after-

loss/article/3727264#ixzz2C756KVJa

 

Long lines at Oklahoma elections a product of new state laws, election policies 

http://newsok.com/long-lines-at-oklahoma-elections-a-product-of-new-state-laws-

election-policies/article/3727335#ixzz2C75H8700

 

Oklahoma City adds two electric cars to fleet 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-adds-two-electric-cars-to-

fleet/article/3727835#ixzz2C75hC2JZ

 

University of Oklahoma's Research Campus sees booming growth 

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahomas-research-campus-sees-booming-

growth/article/3727241#ixzz2C76cRg62
 
New Colorado law could bring more drivers with marijuana through Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/new-colorado-law-could-bring-more-drivers-with-marijuana-

through-oklahoma/article/3728051#ixzz2C791TbeK
 
Oklahoma City metro-area achievers 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-

achievers/article/3728197#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Edmond veterans are honored

http://newsok.com/edmond-veterans-are-honored/article/3728200#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Edmond school hosts Vietnam veteran for Veterans Day 

http://newsok.com/edmond-school-hosts-vietnam-veteran-for-veterans-

day/article/3728199#ixzz2C7KIbN87

 

Midwest City's Veterans Day parade includes huge flag, flyover 

http://newsok.com/midwest-citys-veterans-day-parade-includes-huge-flag-

flyover/article/3728011#ixzz2C7LTHQxs

 
Youth Services for Oklahoma County celebrates 40 years

http://newsok.com/youth-services-for-oklahoma-county-celebrates-40-

years/article/3728102#ixzz2C7Klk4Kk

Survivors hope Oklahoma City bombing museum updates will tell story to a new

generation 

http://newsok.com/survivors-hope-oklahoma-city-bombing-museum-updates-will-tell-
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story-to-a-new-generation/article/3728100#ixzz2C75X8opA
 
Owner of First National Center in Oklahoma City seeks to avoid jail time 

http://newsok.com/owner-of-first-national-center-in-oklahoma-city-seeks-to-avoid-

jail-time/article/3728056#ixzz2C7ER433W

 

Sears at Quail Springs Mall in Oklahoma City will close in January; sales are on 

http://newsok.com/sears-at-quail-springs-mall-in-oklahoma-city-will-close-in-

january-sales-are-on/article/3728118#ixzz2C7LsIKA6

Chesapeake affiliate develops way to mix diesel, natural gas 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-affiliate-develops-way-to-mix-diesel-natural-

gas/article/3728067#ixzz2C7BEzoqE

 

Chesapeake Energy honors its 1,200 military veteran employees. 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-honors-its-1200-military-veteran-

employees./article/3728055#ixzz2C7BMAckR

 

U.S. Treasury urges Oklahoma's federal benefit recipients to act now in response to

electronic payment rule 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-treasury-urges-oklahomas-federal-benefit-recipients-to-act-

now-in-response-to-electronic-payment-rule/article/3728035#ixzz2C7DoTvpO

 

Oklahoma oil and gas prices: November 13, 2012 

 http://newsok.com/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-prices-november-13-

2012/article/3728215#ixzz2C7DHmhE4

 

Oklahoma business briefs: Nov. 13, 2012 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs-nov.-13-2012/article/3728040?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news#axzz2C7DDFx7L

 

Associated Material Processing quickly advancing technology from lab to marketplace

http://newsok.com/associated-material-processing-quickly-advancing-technology-

from-lab-to-marketplace/article/3728015#ixzz2C7FF1LDk

 

Most in US won't be able to escape 'fiscal cliff' 

http://newsok.com/most-in-us-wont-be-able-to-escape-fiscal-

cliff/article/feed/461860#ixzz2C7GbJehN

 

What's in US fiscal cliff and who'd pay how much 

http://newsok.com/whats-in-us-fiscal-cliff-and-whod-pay-how-

much/article/feed/461862#ixzz2C7GnILVg

 

US futures dip as optimism about Greece cools 

http://newsok.com/us-futures-dip-as-optimism-about-greece-

cools/article/feed/461940#ixzz2C7GQaZCx
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Musket wins jury verdict in Star Fuel case

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/musket-wins-jury-verdict-in-star-fuel-case-law/

 

Planned Parenthood sues Oklahoma over WIC funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/planned-parenthood-sues-oklahoma-over-wic-

funding-law/

 

Former client, retired employee selected as rehabilitation commission chairwoman

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/former-client-retired-employee-selected-as-

rehabilitation-commission-chairwoman-capitol/

 

Ad valorem tax changes could have side effect

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/ad-valorem-tax-changes-could-have-side-effect-

capitol/

 

Constituencies bend Fallin’s ear on health care

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/constituencies-bend-fallins-ear-on-health-care/

 

Finance Briefs: Nov. 13, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/finance-briefs-nov-13-2012-finance/

 

Bombing fund officials: Critics mistaken

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/bombing-fund-officials-critics-mistaken-nonprofit/

 

Interest in conservation easements grows

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/interest-in-conservation-easements-grows-real-

estate/

 

A walk on the wild side: OKC Zoo promotes wellness by mapping trails

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/a-walk-on-the-wild-side-okc-zoo-promotes-

wellness-by-mapping-trails-general-news/

 

Innovators: Creative Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/innovators-creative-oklahoma-general-news/

 

Markets fall after election

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/markets-fall-after-election-finance/

 

U.S. stocks nearly unchanged as fiscal threat looms

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/u-s-stocks-nearly-unchanged-as-fiscal-threat-

looms-finance/
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Oil down on worry about U.S. fiscal cliff

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/oil-down-on-worry-about-u-s-fiscal-cliff-energy/

 

U.S. seen overtaking Saudis as biggest oil producer

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/12/u-s-seen-overtaking-saudis-as-biggest-oil-

producer-energy/

 

Milbank CEO seeks probation in embezzlement case

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/milbank-ceo-seeks-probation-in-embezzlement-

case-law/

 

SQ 764 to expand water infrastructure funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/sq-764-to-expand-water-infrastructure-funding-

capitol/

 

Lawmakers to study new banking regulations

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/lawmakers-to-study-new-banking-regulations-

capitol/

 

Warding off criticism: SandRidge CEO unapologetic in conference call

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/warding-off-criticism-sandridge-ceo-

unapologetic-in-conference-call-energy/

 

ONG lowers rebates for CNG vehicles, in-home fueling units

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/ong-lowers-rebates-for-cng-vehicles-in-home-

fueling-units-energy/

 

These Walls: Oklahoma City federal bankruptcy court building

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/these-walls-oklahoma-city-federal-bankruptcy-

court-building-real-estate/

 

Spokesman: No agriculture regulation surprises from EPA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/spokesman-no-agriculture-regulation-surprises-

from-epa-general-news/

 

Business Briefs: Nov. 12, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/business-briefs-nov-12-2012-general-news/

 

Few leftover turkeys after drought: Wild fowl’s population declines in dry weather

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/09/few-leftover-turkeys-after-drought-wild-fowls-

population-declines-in-dry-weather-general-news/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Clinics sues over WIC funding

 

Constituencies bend Fallin’s ear on health care

 

Prosecutors: Lobbyist bribed convicted ex-senator

 

Bombing fund officials say critics are mistaken

 

Ex-officer claims his rights were violated

 

Monument marks Route 66 culture
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1499662667/Clinics-sues-over-WIC-funding
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x257827442/Constituencies-bend-Fallin-s-ear-on-health-care
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x257827472/Prosecutors-Lobbyist-bribed-convicted-ex-senator
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x257827482/Bombing-fund-officials-say-critics-are-mistaken
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1499661495/Ex-officer-claims-his-rights-were-violated
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http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://capitolbeatok.com/
http://mccarvillereport.com/
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/
http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/


http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, May 21-23, 2011
Date: Monday, May 23, 2011 9:50:16 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma legislators wrap up session

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-wrap-up-session/article/3569981?

custom_click=lead_story_title

Missouri officials say tornado killed at least 89 

http://newsok.com/missouri-officials-say-tornado-killed-at-least-

89/article/3570452#ixzz1NBWfamkn 

Adult day care cuts feared

http://www.newsok.com/adult-day-care-cuts-feared/article/3570192

Fallin enjoys legislative successes

http://www.newsok.com/fallin-enjoys-legislative-successes/article/3570198

In debate over oil tax breaks, facts get slippery 

http://newsok.com/in-debate-over-oil-tax-breaks-facts-get-

slippery/article/3569900#ixzz1NBX3WerJ 

Oklahoma Legislature pushed pro-business measures

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-pushed-pro-business-

measures/article/3570178

Financial reports show Sen. Jim Inhofe wealthiest member of congressional

delegation 

http://newsok.com/financial-reports-show-sen.-jim-inhofe-wealthiest-member-of-

congressional-delegation/article/3570177#ixzz1NBXnvf4X 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs/article/3570043

Billionaire Pickens says Obama lacks energy plan 

http://www.newsok.com/billionaire-pickens-says-obama-lacks-energy-

plan/article/3570025

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin signs redistricting bills

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-signs-redistricting-

bills/article/3570023

Oklahoma Capitol updates 

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3569996
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Oklahoma Legislature session highlights

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-session-highlights/article/3569909

Oklahoma legislators end session early, could return

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-end-session-early-could-

return/article/3569840

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin seeks federal flood help for 10 counties 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-seeks-federal-flood-help-for-10-

counties/article/3569786#ixzz1NBZvA0wp 

OU's Ph.D. nurse graduates studied health issues in their communities 

http://newsok.com/ous-ph.d.-nurse-graduates-studied-health-issues-in-their-

communities/article/3570176#ixzz1NBa84AtU

11 Oklahoma medical professionals disciplined by board

http://www.newsok.com/11-oklahoma-medical-professionals-disciplined-by-

board/article/3570139

Horse virus arrives in Oklahoma 

http://www.newsok.com/horse-virus-arrives-in-oklahoma/article/3570012

OCAST awards $4 million for health research projects 

http://newsok.com/ocast-awards-4-million-for-health-research-

projects/article/3569870#ixzz1NBamVTGh

Sluggish housing shows signs of life in Oklahoma City area

http://newsok.com/sluggish-housing-shows-signs-of-life-in-oklahoma-city-

area/article/3569970#ixzz1NBcpJrq6

High gasoline prices cause hardship for more in U.S. 

http://newsok.com/high-gasoline-prices-cause-hardship-for-more-in-

u.s./article/3569925#ixzz1NBcyr6Iu

Gauge of economic activity falls in April 

http://www.newsok.com/gauge-of-economic-activity-falls-in-april/article/feed/261364

US stocks plunge on European debt worries 

http://www.newsok.com/us-stocks-plunge-on-european-debt-

worries/article/feed/261332

Europe's debt turmoil propels dollar higher

http://www.newsok.com/europes-debt-turmoil-propels-dollar-

higher/article/feed/261348

Delayed retirements can affect knowledge transfer 

http://www.newsok.com/delayed-retirements-can-affect-knowledge-
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transfer/article/3569834?custom_click=lead_story_title

Reich targets profits of traditional energy companies 

http://www.newsok.com/reich-targets-profits-of-traditional-energy-

companies/article/3569833?custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Two Oklahomans inducted into Country Music Hall of Fame 

http://newsok.com/two-oklahomans-inducted-into-country-music-hall-of-

fame/article/3570573#ixzz1NBTvimw8

Testimony resumes in Oklahoma City pharmacist's murder trial 

http://newsok.com/testimony-resumes-in-oklahoma-city-pharmacists-murder-

trial/article/3570449#ixzz1NBUcvhFh

Oklahoma's new law lowers blood alcohol limits for boat operators 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-new-law-lowers-blood-alcohol-limits-for-boat-

operators/article/3570448#ixzz1NBUzahbE

Oklahoma military moms receive baby shower 

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-military-moms-receive-baby-

shower/article/3570279?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

New calendar brings shorter summer for OKC district students 

http://newsok.com/new-calendar-brings-shorter-summer-for-okc-district-

students/article/3568878#ixzz1NBViZF4a

Expected retirements could cause teacher shortage within decade 

http://newsok.com/expected-retirements-could-cause-teacher-shortage-within-

decade/article/3568666#ixzz1NBVqjIOM

9 arrested at overnight Oklahoma County sobriety checkpoint 

http://newsok.com/9-arrested-at-overnight-oklahoma-county-sobriety-

checkpoint/article/3570438#ixzz1NBVy3wF8

 

Bill will improve Oklahoma workers' comp system

http://www.newsok.com/bill-will-improve-oklahoma-workers-comp-

system/article/3569824?custom_click=headlines_widget

Long journey to top of revenue mountain has begun 

http://newsok.com/long-journey-to-top-of-revenue-mountain-has-

begun/article/3569823#ixzz1NBe7gzUJ

ScissorTales: Oklahoma transforming its business climate for the better 

http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-transforming-its-business-climate-for-the-

better/article/3569804#ixzz1NBeExapJ

Grant aims to give Centennial High a fresh start 

http://newsok.com/grant-aims-to-give-centennial-high-a-fresh-
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Storms hit Okla.
 

With control of government, GOP exerts its power

 

Schools’ insurance rates go up after storms

 

Horse tested for deadly virus

 

Funeral scheduled for Oklahoma football player

 

Okla. legislators end session early, could return

 

One witness calls pharmacist a hero

 

Anti-drunk driving bill passes legislature
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
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USA Today States link:
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To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, May 21-23, 2011
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Oklahoma legislators wrap up session

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-wrap-up-session/article/3569981?

custom_click=lead_story_title

Missouri officials say tornado killed at least 89 

http://newsok.com/missouri-officials-say-tornado-killed-at-least-

89/article/3570452#ixzz1NBWfamkn 

Adult day care cuts feared

http://www.newsok.com/adult-day-care-cuts-feared/article/3570192

Fallin enjoys legislative successes

http://www.newsok.com/fallin-enjoys-legislative-successes/article/3570198

In debate over oil tax breaks, facts get slippery 

http://newsok.com/in-debate-over-oil-tax-breaks-facts-get-

slippery/article/3569900#ixzz1NBX3WerJ 

Oklahoma Legislature pushed pro-business measures

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-pushed-pro-business-

measures/article/3570178

Financial reports show Sen. Jim Inhofe wealthiest member of congressional

delegation 

http://newsok.com/financial-reports-show-sen.-jim-inhofe-wealthiest-member-of-

congressional-delegation/article/3570177#ixzz1NBXnvf4X 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs/article/3570043

Billionaire Pickens says Obama lacks energy plan 

http://www.newsok.com/billionaire-pickens-says-obama-lacks-energy-

plan/article/3570025

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin signs redistricting bills

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-signs-redistricting-

bills/article/3570023

Oklahoma Capitol updates 

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3569996
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Oklahoma Legislature session highlights

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-session-highlights/article/3569909

Oklahoma legislators end session early, could return

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-end-session-early-could-

return/article/3569840

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin seeks federal flood help for 10 counties 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-seeks-federal-flood-help-for-10-

counties/article/3569786#ixzz1NBZvA0wp 

OU's Ph.D. nurse graduates studied health issues in their communities 

http://newsok.com/ous-ph.d.-nurse-graduates-studied-health-issues-in-their-

communities/article/3570176#ixzz1NBa84AtU

11 Oklahoma medical professionals disciplined by board

http://www.newsok.com/11-oklahoma-medical-professionals-disciplined-by-

board/article/3570139

Horse virus arrives in Oklahoma 

http://www.newsok.com/horse-virus-arrives-in-oklahoma/article/3570012

OCAST awards $4 million for health research projects 

http://newsok.com/ocast-awards-4-million-for-health-research-

projects/article/3569870#ixzz1NBamVTGh

Sluggish housing shows signs of life in Oklahoma City area

http://newsok.com/sluggish-housing-shows-signs-of-life-in-oklahoma-city-

area/article/3569970#ixzz1NBcpJrq6

High gasoline prices cause hardship for more in U.S. 

http://newsok.com/high-gasoline-prices-cause-hardship-for-more-in-

u.s./article/3569925#ixzz1NBcyr6Iu

Gauge of economic activity falls in April 

http://www.newsok.com/gauge-of-economic-activity-falls-in-april/article/feed/261364

US stocks plunge on European debt worries 

http://www.newsok.com/us-stocks-plunge-on-european-debt-

worries/article/feed/261332

Europe's debt turmoil propels dollar higher

http://www.newsok.com/europes-debt-turmoil-propels-dollar-

higher/article/feed/261348

Delayed retirements can affect knowledge transfer 
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transfer/article/3569834?custom_click=lead_story_title

Reich targets profits of traditional energy companies 

http://www.newsok.com/reich-targets-profits-of-traditional-energy-

companies/article/3569833?custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Two Oklahomans inducted into Country Music Hall of Fame 

http://newsok.com/two-oklahomans-inducted-into-country-music-hall-of-

fame/article/3570573#ixzz1NBTvimw8

Testimony resumes in Oklahoma City pharmacist's murder trial 

http://newsok.com/testimony-resumes-in-oklahoma-city-pharmacists-murder-

trial/article/3570449#ixzz1NBUcvhFh

Oklahoma's new law lowers blood alcohol limits for boat operators 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-new-law-lowers-blood-alcohol-limits-for-boat-

operators/article/3570448#ixzz1NBUzahbE

Oklahoma military moms receive baby shower 

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-military-moms-receive-baby-

shower/article/3570279?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

New calendar brings shorter summer for OKC district students 

http://newsok.com/new-calendar-brings-shorter-summer-for-okc-district-

students/article/3568878#ixzz1NBViZF4a

Expected retirements could cause teacher shortage within decade 

http://newsok.com/expected-retirements-could-cause-teacher-shortage-within-

decade/article/3568666#ixzz1NBVqjIOM

9 arrested at overnight Oklahoma County sobriety checkpoint 

http://newsok.com/9-arrested-at-overnight-oklahoma-county-sobriety-

checkpoint/article/3570438#ixzz1NBVy3wF8

 

Bill will improve Oklahoma workers' comp system

http://www.newsok.com/bill-will-improve-oklahoma-workers-comp-

system/article/3569824?custom_click=headlines_widget

Long journey to top of revenue mountain has begun 

http://newsok.com/long-journey-to-top-of-revenue-mountain-has-

begun/article/3569823#ixzz1NBe7gzUJ

ScissorTales: Oklahoma transforming its business climate for the better 

http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-transforming-its-business-climate-for-the-

better/article/3569804#ixzz1NBeExapJ

Grant aims to give Centennial High a fresh start 
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start/article/3569506#ixzz1NBeMkCwu

Pushing for real financial change 

http://www.newsok.com/pushing-for-real-financial-change/article/3569828?

custom_click=headlines_widget

Heritage Foundation debt plan needs to be adopted 

http://newsok.com/heritage-foundation-debt-plan-needs-to-be-

adopted/article/3569821#ixzz1NBejcn7u
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Will she or won't she?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110521_16_A1_CUTLIN226688

Q&A with Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_11_A11_bAgebb892157

Political notebook: Treasurer causes stir

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_19_A4_bTreas971538

Sunday morning quarterback: How leaders fared at the Capitol last week

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A10_hGovMa560998

Workers comp law cuts medical fees

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_19_A11_CUTLIN667172

What you might have missed in the 2011 Legislature

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_19_A11_CUTLIN603950

Capitol Report: Fallin's pages of hits eclipse misses

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A10_OKLAHO789005

New Oklahoma laws passed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A10_CUTLIN930363

Tulsa City Council proposed redistricting map draws criticism

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_11_A19_CUTLIN877468

Budget, redistricting, lawsuit reform top 2011 legislative successes.
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Local property taxes tops in state
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Oklahomans can weigh in on health insurance exchanges in public meetings in Tulsa

and Oklahoma City.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_16_A1_CUTLIN63345

Republican Pawlenty running as fiscal fix-it man 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_13_0_DESMOI59835

Obama: 'Credible peace process' vital to Israel's future

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_13_A10_CUTLIN962479

Obama focusing on US-Israel bonds after tense week 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Indiana Gov. Daniels not running for president 
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Coburn says he'll propose own budget plan, cutting $9 trillion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A22_WASHIN760048

Tulsa town hall meetings to discuss changing city government

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_11_A12_TheCit40228

Herman Cain, ex-Godfather's Pizza CEO, seeks presidential nomination
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_222_A15_Radiot650147

Roll Call
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San Miguel school puts kids on college track
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subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_19_A1_CUTLIN939613

Tornado rips through main street of Oklahoma town

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_GOETeN965850

Testimony resumes in pharmacist murder trial 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_OLHMIY193735

Jury selection resuming in trial of warden's wife 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_MANGUM379910

2nd arrest made in deputy's shooting in Oklahoma City 
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subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_OKLAHO235983

Tanker driver faces multiple charges, including DUI
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Charter schools go global to fill math, science positions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_16_A13_TulsaC733817
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_16_A1_CUTLIN63345
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_16_A1_CUTLIN63345
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_13_0_DESMOI59835
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_13_0_DESMOI59835
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_13_A10_CUTLIN962479
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110523_13_A10_CUTLIN962479
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_13_0_WASHIN382463
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_13_0_WASHIN382463
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_0_WSIGOn11164
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_0_WSIGOn11164
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A22_WASHIN760048
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A22_WASHIN760048
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_11_A12_TheCit40228
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_11_A12_TheCit40228
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_222_A15_Radiot650147
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_222_A15_Radiot650147
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A15_WASHIN989528
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110522_16_A15_WASHIN989528
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_19_A1_CUTLIN939613
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_19_A1_CUTLIN939613
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_GOETeN965850
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_GOETeN965850
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_OLHMIY193735
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_OLHMIY193735
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_MANGUM379910
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_MANGUM379910
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_OKLAHO235983
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_11_0_OKLAHO235983
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_12_A13_CUTLIN368311
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_12_A13_CUTLIN368311


http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110523_19_A8_FourOk936343

People search for relatives, friends amid destruction in Joplin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110522_12_0_JOPLIN918826

Will Rogers Turnpike reopened after tornado damage in Joplin, Mo., area closed the

road

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110522_12_0_Therei967527

Bill to abolish Indian Affairs Commission, create liaison gets mixed reviews

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110522_11_A12_CUTLIN855823

No sign of fatal fungus in bats in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110522_12_A17_CUTLIN374614

Oklahomans can weigh in on health insurance exchanges in public meetings in Tulsa

and Oklahoma City.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110523_16_A1_CUTLIN63345

More storms, possible tornados forecast during next three days

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110523_11_0_Foreca577904

Changing lives: Teachers of the Year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110523_19_A13_CUTLIN123151

For some thoroughbred racehorses, retirement risky

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A1_CUTLIN978219

Tulsa police legend says farewell

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A1_CUTLIN14847

Some Rader youths could land in Tulsa Jail after center closes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A1_TheTul99232

Closing Tulsa schools' open houses draw former students, memories

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A19_CUTLIN825272

FBI investigating Tulsa cosmetology school for fraud

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A5_Federa482881

Deputy shoots home invasion suspect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A5_Anoffd822662

Tulsa Historical Society to honor Hall of Fame inductees

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110522_11_A21_ULNSta960815

Coburn leaves Gang of Six to go it alone
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subjectid=61&articleid=20110523_61_A11_CUTLIN933524

Bill aimed at discouragine uninsured drivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110523_61_A11_Justab804645

Mayor's ethics violations serious and troubling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110521_61_A22_CUTLIN841084

Hope
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Assessing a session

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/assessing-a-session-capitol/

 

Trail of limo firm cloudy

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/trail-of-limo-firm-cloudy-general-news/

 

Expanding its focus: Film festival makes some changes for its 11th year

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/expanding-its-focus-film-festival-makes-some-

changes-for-its-11th-year-general-news/

 

Officials look to Las Vegas conference for retail

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/officials-look-to-las-vegas-conference-for-retail-

real-estate/

 

Blood substitute work receives grant for $1M

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/blood-substitute-work-receives-grant-for-1m-

health-care/

 

Oil-related manufacturer LCI sees 1Q uptick

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/oil-related-manufacturer-sees-1q-uptick-energy/

 

Tulsa nonprofit expects greater productivity from renovated facility

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/tulsa-nonprofit-expects-greater-productivity-

from-renovated-facility-nonprofit/

 

Dolese Bros. buys Rainbow Concrete

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/dolese-bros-buys-rainbow-concrete-real-estate/

 

Sod farm does its part to honor veterans

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/20/sod-farm-does-its-part-to-honor-veterans-

general-news/

 

Execs: Outlook for natural gas strong
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/19/execs-outlook-for-natural-gas-strong-energy/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Storms hit Okla.
 

With control of government, GOP exerts its power

 

Schools’ insurance rates go up after storms

 

Horse tested for deadly virus

 

Funeral scheduled for Oklahoma football player

 

Okla. legislators end session early, could return

 

One witness calls pharmacist a hero

 

Anti-drunk driving bill passes legislature
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
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USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, May 6, 2011
Date: Friday, May 06, 2011 9:41:55 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma House of Representatives to release redistricting map

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-of-representatives-to-release-redistricting-

map/article/3565177

 

Obama to speak on immigration policy in Texas

http://newsok.com/obama-to-speak-on-immigration-policy-in-

texas/article/feed/257049?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Piedmont police officer who shot and killed a former Yukon firefighter has been

cleared

http://newsok.com/piedmont-police-officer-who-shot-and-killed-a-former-yukon-

firefighter-has-been-cleared/article/3565375?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-

city-news

 

A much warmer and windy Mother's Day weekend in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/a-much-warmer-and-windy-mothers-day-weekend-in-

oklahoma/article/3565373?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

OSU-Oklahoma City opens expanded center for veterans

http://newsok.com/osu-oklahoma-city-opens-expanded-center-for-

veterans/article/3565258?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Proposed tax credit in Oklahoma for private school scholarships could go to wealthy

http://newsok.com/proposed-tax-credit-in-oklahoma-for-private-school-scholarships-

could-go-to-wealthy/article/3565243

 

Oklahoma City Realtors get fresh look at old public school

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-realtors-get-fresh-look-at-old-public-

school/article/3565212

 

Oklahoma company offering diesel alternative for drilling rigs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-company-offering-diesel-alternative-for-drilling-

rigs/article/3565207

 

U.S. asks China to lift investment restrictions

http://newsok.com/u.s.-asks-china-to-lift-investment-restrictions/article/3565199

 

Republicans push through bill on offshore drilling, block bid to hike oil company taxes

http://newsok.com/republicans-push-through-bill-on-offshore-drilling-block-bid-to-

hike-oil-company-taxes/article/3565219
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GOP concedes Medicare vouchers unlikely to advance

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_13_A10_WASHIN543616

New details indicate only bin Laden's courier fired on SEALs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110506_13_A3_WASHIN242444

School readiness model piloted

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110506_19_A1_CUTLIN675277

Former funeral home director charged with embezzlement, prepaid funeral fraud

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110506_12_A13_CUTLIN720303

Their names are Robert Moser: Unusual 'convention' comes to Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A13_CUTLIN690023

City surplus sale is Saturday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_0_Thecit95657

TPD to honor fallen officers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_0_TheTul925143

Expo Square chief gets $15,000 bonus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A9_CUTLIN877095

Councilors balk at review funds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A16_CUTLIN716883

Jury gives '16-time convicted felon' 8 life sentences

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_14_A8_CUTLIN548647

Authorities warn about deadly combination of hot cars and pets or kids

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A8_CUTLIN789664

Bartlesville board votes toshutter elementary school

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110506_11_A15_BARTLE134654

Taxation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110506_61_A18_Twonew283789

Rep. Kern deserved reprimand from House

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110506_61_A18_Isarep97395

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Cattlemen: New law offers security
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/cattlemen-find-security-in-new-law-capitol/

 

Army undersecretary: Expect reductions in armed services

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/army-undersecretary-expect-reductions-in-

armed-services-general-news/

 

Shopping around

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/shopping-around-real-estate/

 

Dollar Thrifty earnings fall 39 percent on winter storms

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/dollar-thrifty-earnings-fall-39-pct-on-winter-

storms-finance/

 

Heritage on the vine: OKC family transforms land into vineyard

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/longtime-homestead-finding-new-life-as-

commercial-venture-real-estate/

 

Insurance Department shows teeth in funeral director charges

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/insurance-department-shows-teeth-in-funeral-

director-charges-law/

 

Measure on state agency legal counsel draws concerns

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/measure-on-state-agency-legal-counsel-draws-

concerns-capitol/

 

Salazar endorses Latino museum plan

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/salazar-endorses-latino-museum-plan-real-

estate/

 

Holly Corp. reports first-quarter profit

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/holly-corp-reports-first-quarter-profit-energy/

 

NGL Energy Partners plots 3.5 million shares for IPO

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/ngl-energy-partners-plots-3-5-million-shares-for-

ipo-energy/

 

SandRidge Energy posts loss for first quarter

http://journalrecord.com/2011/05/05/sandridge-energy-posts-loss-for-first-quarter-

energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Fire Station 8 opens Wednesday in northwest part of Norman

http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x528375011/Norman-Fire-Station-8-opens-in-

northwest-Norman
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Run-off election slated for Tuesday

http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1859507702/Run-off-election-slated-for-

Tuesday

 

Area UW makes funding decisions

http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1859507526/United-Way-announces-1-65-

million-in-local-funding-choices

 
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 26-28, 2011
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 9:27:05 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

 Fallin feeling heat for accepting federal health funds

http://newsok.com/fallin-feeling-heat-for-accepting-federal-health-

funds/article/3552190#ixzz1HtsfI0Kq

 

Oklahoma governor opposes steeper state agency cuts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-opposes-steeper-state-agency-

cuts/article/3551995

 

Oklahoma City Council Ward 2 fundraising documents display candidates' differences

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-ward-2-fundraising-documents-display-

candidates-differences/article/3551958#ixzz1Htt7ct00

 

Governor names Clay Bennett to University of Oklahoma regents

http://newsok.com/governor-names-clay-bennett-to-university-of-oklahoma-

regents/article/3551934#ixzz1HttL6lob

 

Students take behind-the-scenes look at Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/students-take-behind-the-scenes-look-at-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3551758

 

The Ethanol Debate

http://newsok.com/the-ethanol-debate/article/3552439?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Much precedes issuance of tornado warning

http://newsok.com/much-precedes-issuance-of-tornado-warning/article/3552247?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

It's time for severe weather in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/its-time-for-severe-weather-in-oklahoma/article/3552238?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Tom Coburn's attack on ethanol subsidy collects powerful allies

http://newsok.com/tom-coburns-attack-on-ethanol-subsidy-collects-powerful-

allies/article/3552440#ixzz1HtrhTmv2

 

Tornado preparedness

http://newsok.com/tornado-preparedness/article/3552241

 

First female VP candidate Ferraro dies at 75
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http://newsok.com/first-female-vp-candidate-ferraro-dies-at-

75/article/3552215#ixzz1Hts9DBu1

 

GOP 2012 hopefuls criticize Obama's Libyan policy

http://newsok.com/gop-2012-hopefuls-criticize-obamas-libyan-policy/article/3552200

 

Middle Eastern council members questioned

http://newsok.com/middle-eastern-council-members-questioned/article/3551932

 

Gov. Mary Fallin replaces five of six Oklahoma Turnpike Authority members

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-replaces-five-of-six-oklahoma-turnpike-authority-

members/article/3551818#ixzz1Htu3PwVL

 

Edmond city union employees agree to $350 stipend 

http://newsok.com/edmond-city-union-employees-agree-to-350-

stipend/article/3551755#ixzz1HtuVC6zx

 

Nation's lieutenant governors headed to Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/nations-lieutenant-governors-headed-to-oklahoma-

city/article/3551731

 

Federal district court salutes 18 women for firsts in nation, Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/federal-district-court-salutes-18-women-for-firsts-in-nation-

oklahoma/article/3551713#ixzz1Htv6Zcdx

 

Oklahoma agencies may face steeper budget cuts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agencies-may-face-steeper-budget-

cuts/article/3551586

 

Oklahoma Board of Education revokes two teaching certificates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-education-revokes-two-teaching-

certificates/article/3551581#ixzz1HtvY3gdi

 

Veterans told to reach out to returning soldiers

http://newsok.com/veterans-told-to-reach-out-to-returning-

soldiers/article/3551576#ixzz1Htvl8rUb

 

Four to be inducted into the Oklahoma Historians Hall of Fame

http://newsok.com/four-to-be-inducted-into-the-oklahoma-historians-hall-of-

fame/article/3551573#ixzz1Htw2IoiA

 

Speaker defends appointment of Oklahoma House budget chairman

http://newsok.com/speaker-defends-appointment-of-oklahoma-house-budget-

chairman/article/3551571#ixzz1HtwIl8BW

 

States' school cuts raise doubts among some GOP voters

http://newsok.com/states-school-cuts-raise-doubts-among-some-gop-

voters/article/3551435#ixzz1Htwa9doz
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Fallin feeling heat for accepting federal health funds

http://newsok.com/fallin-feeling-heat-for-accepting-federal-health-

funds/article/3552190#ixzz1HtxBPF5k

 

Therapeutic riding center at Yukon helps children with horses
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Edmond woman is breathing easy on her 50th birthday
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Geneticist says Japanese nuclear crisis no threat to Oklahoma
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Pseudoephdrine tablet issue debated in Oklahoma
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Officials say meth problem growing in Oklahoma
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Bids for Kids auction to help Oklahoma's foster kids
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Oklahoma should work to fix flaws in mental illness record-sharing
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Diversity still vital as Oklahoma's energy sector expands
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In Oklahoma House, a river of rift flows over Obamacare
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Reading-based school promotion policy has merit
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Parole report underscores need for new approach
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 http://newsok.com/scissortales-texas-economic-pain-shouldnt-last-

long/article/3551765

New convention center may be a long time in coming

http://newsok.com/new-convention-center-may-be-a-long-time-in-

coming/article/3551485#ixzz1Hu0QvoNE

 

Redbuds' colorful show is on full display

http://newsok.com/redbuds-colorful-show-is-on-full-display/article/3551484
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Senate committee to take up fetus pain bill
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Look out Big Bird, here comes the Legislature
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Medicare rise could mean no Social Security COLA 
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Tulsa GOP moves further right at convention Saturday
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110327_16_A19_CUTLIN208875

Prison reform measure offers ways to save money

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110327_16_A11_OLHMIY966802

Sally Kern bill unconstitutional, bad for business, critics say
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Political notebook: Upcoming party convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110327_16_A18_bUpcom87132

Fallin urges alternatives to agency cuts
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Gov. Fallin names five to Turnpike Authority
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Social Security: It's likely status quo
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Tulsa's older parks need new uses, not makeovers, group says
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Tulsa retiring Public Works Director Charles Hardt leaving his mark on city
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Criminals help Tulsa businesses for 20 cents an hour
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Obama defends Libyan action
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GOP 2012 hopefuls criticize Obama's Libyan policy 
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WWII veteran gets medals 65 years later
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Tulsa-area schools adopt common standards
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OKC's Dove Science Academy — where dreams really do come true
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Youth find appreciation for science at camp
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Tulsa soldier humbled by appreciation shown at American Legion salute
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New Rogers County Courthouse to stand tall in downtown Claremore
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Community puts residents in charge
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OKC's Dove Science Academy — where dreams really do come true
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Plans for TPS changes go public Tuesday
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Monday: Pretrial motions continue in police corruption probe
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Truck crashes into Bartlett Square fountain
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Prison cuts mean idle inmates
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United Keetoowah Band operates casino in Tahlequah without paying fees to state
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One-third of Tulsa students on choice transfer
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Oklahoma prosecutors embrace alternative sentencing
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Anti-bullying rally draws state Capitol crowd
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Tulsa's demographic trends mean major changes lie ahead
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Innocence clinic coming to Oklahoma — finally
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Prohibiting social promotion won't solve reading deficiencies
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Mayoral-council tiff over veto means it's still business as usual at City Hall
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Parole process cries out for major overhaul
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Top Devon execs make a combined $36.7M in 2010

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/top-devon-execs-made-a-combined-36-7m-in-

2010-energy/

 

Charitable clinics face challenges

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/charitable-clinics-face-challenges-health-care/

 

Entrepreneur develops product to shield cars, trucks from hail

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/entrepreneur-develops-product-to-shield-cars-

trucks-from-hail-general-news/

 

VisitTulsa expands focus to suburbs, seeks private funds
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OSU increases emphasis on animal welfare 
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Ann, Sobrino to speak at Women Entrepreneurs Inspire Conference
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Regents OK design of new OU athletic housing
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real-estate/

 

Lawsuit targets investors in Ponzi scheme

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/24/lawsuit-targets-investors-in-ponzi-scheme-la/

 

Pocketing the weather: Company to launch technology providing mobile forecasts,

warnings

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/24/pocketing-the-weather-company-to-launch-

technology-providing-mobile-forecasts-warnings-general-news/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Alligator sighting reported in Oklahoma

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10256452/Alligator-sighting-reported-in-

Oklahoma

 

Winning Mega Millions ticket worth $312M sold in N.Y.

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288365880/Winning-Mega-Millions-ticket-

worth-312M-sold-in-N-Y

 

Leaders predict deeper budget cuts

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10255646/Leaders-predict-deeper-budget-

cuts

 

Protesters picket Fallin in Tulsa

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10255656/Protesters-picket-Fallin-in-Tulsa

 

Eastern Okla. school district to be closed in June

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10255686/Eastern-Okla-school-district-to-

be-closed-in-June

 

Senate panel OKs limit on civil damages

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10255380/Senate-panel-OKs-limit-on-civil-

damages
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar
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Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 26-28, 2011
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 9:27:06 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

 Fallin feeling heat for accepting federal health funds

http://newsok.com/fallin-feeling-heat-for-accepting-federal-health-

funds/article/3552190#ixzz1HtsfI0Kq

 

Oklahoma governor opposes steeper state agency cuts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-opposes-steeper-state-agency-

cuts/article/3551995

 

Oklahoma City Council Ward 2 fundraising documents display candidates' differences

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-ward-2-fundraising-documents-display-

candidates-differences/article/3551958#ixzz1Htt7ct00

 

Governor names Clay Bennett to University of Oklahoma regents

http://newsok.com/governor-names-clay-bennett-to-university-of-oklahoma-

regents/article/3551934#ixzz1HttL6lob

 

Students take behind-the-scenes look at Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/students-take-behind-the-scenes-look-at-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3551758

 

The Ethanol Debate

http://newsok.com/the-ethanol-debate/article/3552439?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Much precedes issuance of tornado warning

http://newsok.com/much-precedes-issuance-of-tornado-warning/article/3552247?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

It's time for severe weather in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/its-time-for-severe-weather-in-oklahoma/article/3552238?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Tom Coburn's attack on ethanol subsidy collects powerful allies

http://newsok.com/tom-coburns-attack-on-ethanol-subsidy-collects-powerful-

allies/article/3552440#ixzz1HtrhTmv2

 

Tornado preparedness

http://newsok.com/tornado-preparedness/article/3552241

 

First female VP candidate Ferraro dies at 75

mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
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http://newsok.com/first-female-vp-candidate-ferraro-dies-at-

75/article/3552215#ixzz1Hts9DBu1

 

GOP 2012 hopefuls criticize Obama's Libyan policy

http://newsok.com/gop-2012-hopefuls-criticize-obamas-libyan-policy/article/3552200

 

Middle Eastern council members questioned

http://newsok.com/middle-eastern-council-members-questioned/article/3551932

 

Gov. Mary Fallin replaces five of six Oklahoma Turnpike Authority members

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-replaces-five-of-six-oklahoma-turnpike-authority-

members/article/3551818#ixzz1Htu3PwVL

 

Edmond city union employees agree to $350 stipend 

http://newsok.com/edmond-city-union-employees-agree-to-350-

stipend/article/3551755#ixzz1HtuVC6zx

 

Nation's lieutenant governors headed to Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/nations-lieutenant-governors-headed-to-oklahoma-

city/article/3551731

 

Federal district court salutes 18 women for firsts in nation, Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/federal-district-court-salutes-18-women-for-firsts-in-nation-

oklahoma/article/3551713#ixzz1Htv6Zcdx

 

Oklahoma agencies may face steeper budget cuts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agencies-may-face-steeper-budget-

cuts/article/3551586

 

Oklahoma Board of Education revokes two teaching certificates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-education-revokes-two-teaching-

certificates/article/3551581#ixzz1HtvY3gdi

 

Veterans told to reach out to returning soldiers

http://newsok.com/veterans-told-to-reach-out-to-returning-

soldiers/article/3551576#ixzz1Htvl8rUb

 

Four to be inducted into the Oklahoma Historians Hall of Fame

http://newsok.com/four-to-be-inducted-into-the-oklahoma-historians-hall-of-

fame/article/3551573#ixzz1Htw2IoiA

 

Speaker defends appointment of Oklahoma House budget chairman

http://newsok.com/speaker-defends-appointment-of-oklahoma-house-budget-

chairman/article/3551571#ixzz1HtwIl8BW

 

States' school cuts raise doubts among some GOP voters

http://newsok.com/states-school-cuts-raise-doubts-among-some-gop-

voters/article/3551435#ixzz1Htwa9doz
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Fallin feeling heat for accepting federal health funds

http://newsok.com/fallin-feeling-heat-for-accepting-federal-health-

funds/article/3552190#ixzz1HtxBPF5k

 

Therapeutic riding center at Yukon helps children with horses

http://newsok.com/therapeutic-riding-center-at-yukon-helps-children-with-

horses/article/3552188#ixzz1HtxY9e2v

 

Edmond woman is breathing easy on her 50th birthday

http://newsok.com/edmond-woman-is-breathing-easy-on-her-50th-

birthday/article/3552187#ixzz1HtxqtoiK

 

Geneticist says Japanese nuclear crisis no threat to Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/geneticist-says-japanese-nuclear-crisis-no-threat-to-

oklahoma/article/3551912#ixzz1Hty6d5wl

 

Pseudoephdrine tablet issue debated in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/pseudoephdrine-tablet-issue-debated-in-

oklahoma/article/3551929

 

Officials say meth problem growing in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/officials-say-meth-problem-growing-in-oklahoma/article/3551928

 

Bids for Kids auction to help Oklahoma's foster kids

http://newsok.com/bids-for-kids-auction-to-help-oklahomas-foster-

kids/article/3551827#ixzz1HtyrHxfV

 

Oklahoma should work to fix flaws in mental illness record-sharing

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-should-work-to-fix-flaws-in-mental-illness-record-

sharing/article/3551788#ixzz1Htz815zX

 

Diversity still vital as Oklahoma's energy sector expands

http://newsok.com/diversity-still-vital-as-oklahomas-energy-sector-

expands/article/3551787#ixzz1HtzK4c3J

 

In Oklahoma House, a river of rift flows over Obamacare

http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-house-a-river-of-rift-flows-over-

obamacare/article/3551786#ixzz1HtzX3ASv

 

Reading-based school promotion policy has merit

http://newsok.com/reading-based-school-promotion-policy-has-merit/article/3551776

 

Parole report underscores need for new approach

http://newsok.com/parole-report-underscores-need-for-new-

approach/article/3551775

 

ScissorTales: Texas' economic pain s houldn't last long
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 http://newsok.com/scissortales-texas-economic-pain-shouldnt-last-

long/article/3551765

New convention center may be a long time in coming

http://newsok.com/new-convention-center-may-be-a-long-time-in-

coming/article/3551485#ixzz1Hu0QvoNE

 

Redbuds' colorful show is on full display

http://newsok.com/redbuds-colorful-show-is-on-full-display/article/3551484

 
 
 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Senate committee to take up fetus pain bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110328_11_0_OKLAHO824686

Look out Big Bird, here comes the Legislature

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110328_16_A1_CUTLIN131701

Medicare rise could mean no Social Security COLA 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110327_13_0_WASHIN940447

Tulsa GOP moves further right at convention Saturday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110327_16_A19_CUTLIN208875

Prison reform measure offers ways to save money

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110327_16_A11_OLHMIY966802

Sally Kern bill unconstitutional, bad for business, critics say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110327_16_A18_OKLAHO811621

Political notebook: Upcoming party convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110327_16_A18_bUpcom87132

Fallin urges alternatives to agency cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110326_11_A14_OKLAHO317043

Gov. Fallin names five to Turnpike Authority

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110326_16_A14_OKLAHO926562

Social Security: It's likely status quo

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110328_13_A12_ULNSho11186

Tulsa's older parks need new uses, not makeovers, group says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110327_11_A19_CUTLIN122382

Tulsa retiring Public Works Director Charles Hardt leaving his mark on city

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110327_11_A19_CUTLIN996842

Criminals help Tulsa businesses for 20 cents an hour

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110327_16_A12_Inside116569

Obama defends Libyan action

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110327_13_A7_WASHIN398234

GOP 2012 hopefuls criticize Obama's Libyan policy 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110326_13_0_WASHIN903314

WWII veteran gets medals 65 years later

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110328_12_A1_CUTLIN829694

Tulsa-area schools adopt common standards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110328_19_A13_Smusra377135

OKC's Dove Science Academy — where dreams really do come true

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110328_19_A13_OKLAHO371526

Youth find appreciation for science at camp

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110328_19_A2_CUTLIN376837

Tulsa soldier humbled by appreciation shown at American Legion salute

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110327_12_A15_CUTLIN239674

New Rogers County Courthouse to stand tall in downtown Claremore

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110327_12_A14_CUTLIN997227
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Community puts residents in charge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110328_11_A1_CUTLIN721451

Oklahoma will require all incoming seventh-graders to have whooping cough vaccine

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110328_17_A13_Aftera731252

OKC's Dove Science Academy — where dreams really do come true

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110328_19_A13_OKLAHO371526

Plans for TPS changes go public Tuesday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110328_19_A4_Threep158893

Monday: Pretrial motions continue in police corruption probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110327_11_0_imgsrc17165

Truck crashes into Bartlett Square fountain

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110327_450_0_Adrive389825

Prison cuts mean idle inmates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110327_11_A1_CUTLIN607528

United Keetoowah Band operates casino in Tahlequah without paying fees to state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110327_11_A1_CUTLIN437532

One-third of Tulsa students on choice transfer

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110327_19_A1_Whatdr30007

Oklahoma prosecutors embrace alternative sentencing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110327_11_A1_CUTLIN973845

Anti-bullying rally draws state Capitol crowd

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110328_61_A11_Lsekao16613

NATO takes over Libya mission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110328_61_A11_CUTLIN222342

Tulsa's demographic trends mean major changes lie ahead
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110327_211_G1_CUTLIN799641

Innocence clinic coming to Oklahoma — finally

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110327_214_G1_Standi593029

Prohibiting social promotion won't solve reading deficiencies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110327_215_G6_Social209697

Mayoral-council tiff over veto means it's still business as usual at City Hall

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110326_61_A18_CUTLIN493070

Parole process cries out for major overhaul

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110326_61_A18_Fiveye875792

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Top Devon execs make a combined $36.7M in 2010

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/top-devon-execs-made-a-combined-36-7m-in-

2010-energy/

 

Charitable clinics face challenges

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/charitable-clinics-face-challenges-health-care/

 

Entrepreneur develops product to shield cars, trucks from hail

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/entrepreneur-develops-product-to-shield-cars-

trucks-from-hail-general-news/

 

VisitTulsa expands focus to suburbs, seeks private funds

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/visittulsa-expands-focus-to-suburbs-seeks-

private-funds-general-news/

 

OSU increases emphasis on animal welfare 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/osu-increases-emphasis-on-animal-welfare-

general-news/

 

Ann, Sobrino to speak at Women Entrepreneurs Inspire Conference

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/25/ann-sobrino-to-speak-at-women-entrepreneurs-

inspire-conference-general-news/

 

Regents OK design of new OU athletic housing
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/24/regents-ok-design-of-new-ou-athletic-housing-

real-estate/

 

Lawsuit targets investors in Ponzi scheme

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/24/lawsuit-targets-investors-in-ponzi-scheme-la/

 

Pocketing the weather: Company to launch technology providing mobile forecasts,

warnings

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/24/pocketing-the-weather-company-to-launch-

technology-providing-mobile-forecasts-warnings-general-news/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Alligator sighting reported in Oklahoma

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10256452/Alligator-sighting-reported-in-

Oklahoma

 

Winning Mega Millions ticket worth $312M sold in N.Y.

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288365880/Winning-Mega-Millions-ticket-

worth-312M-sold-in-N-Y

 

Leaders predict deeper budget cuts

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10255646/Leaders-predict-deeper-budget-

cuts

 

Protesters picket Fallin in Tulsa

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10255656/Protesters-picket-Fallin-in-Tulsa

 

Eastern Okla. school district to be closed in June

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10255686/Eastern-Okla-school-district-to-

be-closed-in-June

 

Senate panel OKs limit on civil damages

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10255380/Senate-panel-OKs-limit-on-civil-

damages
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar
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Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 24, 2011
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 10:02:01 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

 

Oklahoma House panel approves measure allowing retired district attorneys to carry

weapons

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-panel-approves-measure-allowing-retired-

district-attorneys-to-carry-weapons/article/3551226

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin taking heat for supporting 'Obamacare' measure

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-taking-heat-for-supporting-obamacare-

measure/article/3551207

 

Oklahoma schools observe Kick Butts Day

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-observe-kick-butts-day/article/3551235

 

Health care law's effects in Oklahoma debated on anniversary

http://newsok.com/health-care-laws-effects-in-oklahoma-debated-on-

anniversary/article/3551229
 

Stolen buffalo statue recovered, returned home to McAlester school

http://newsok.com/stolen-buffalo-statue-recovered-returned-home-to-mcalester-

school/article/3551225

 

Oklahoma students qualify for national cyber security competition

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-students-qualify-for-national-cyber-security-

competition/article/3551228
 

Edmond planning commissioners approve electronic sign

http://newsok.com/edmond-planning-commissioners-approve-electronic-

sign/article/3551196?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

OU students, faculty, staff gear up for Big Event

http://newsok.com/ou-students-faculty-staff-gear-up-for-big-event/article/3551173?

custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Tax help for seniors, low-income residents still available in Norman

http://newsok.com/tax-help-for-seniors-low-income-residents-still-available-in-

norman/article/3550878?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Grand Prix racing proposal zips through Oklahoma House panel

http://newsok.com/grand-prix-racing-proposal-zips-through-oklahoma-house-

panel/article/3551280
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 Grass fires scorch southeast Cleveland County
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Food and Shelter to partner with Regional Food Bank
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_11_A11_CUTLIN160713

Council set to vote tonight to override mayor's veto 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110324_11_0_TheCit826294

Wildfires threaten homes in Osage County, B'ville

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_12_A11_CUTLIN363129

Study: Oklahoma's low parole rate costing taxpayers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_11_A1_CUTLIN554737

State education board may consider Boynton-Moton's accreditation today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_11_0_OKLAHO197624

TCC funds lab equipment for area high schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_19_A3_CUTLIN288042

Nine rescued dogs go up for adoption

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_12_A15_CUTLIN794935

Intimidation of witness alleged in cruelty case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_12_A15_ULNSba881645

House committee OKs measure to allow retired DAs to tote guns

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_11_A10_OKLAHO103424

OSU student gets out message on National Kick Butts Day

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110324_12_A13_STILLW624734

One-pot method means meth labs may be anywhere

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110324_11_A1_CUTLIN87613

Tulsa man views sign as tribute to late wife, but organization has a different view of it

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110324_11_A1_CUTLIN527428

Officer's mosque suit adds city, chief

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110324_14_A14_CUTLIN675438
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State seeks toput teen killer in adult prison

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110324_14_A14_ULNSbi980693

Lottery measures pass and fail, but none that would help the lottery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110324_61_A16_Thesta981355

Safe Place

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110324_61_A16_Foryea770626

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Hamm: No decision on incentives

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/hamm-no-decision-on-incentives-energy/

 

Port of Catoosa dedicates rebuilt entrance

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/port-of-catoosa-dedicates-rebuilt-entrance-

general-news/

 

Studies detail immigrants’ contributions to state

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/studies-detail-immigrants%e2%80%99-

contributions-to-state-capitol/

 

OPEC official: Price volatility hurts oil, gas industries

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/opec-official-price-volatility-hurts-oil-gas-

industries-energy/

 
Pruitt vows to fight EPA plan

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/pruitt-vows-to-fight-epa-plan-energy/

 

Spirit Bankcorp misses TARP payments

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/spirit-bankcorp-misses-tarp-payments-finance/
 
‘The next right thing’: Women in Recovery graduates tell their stories

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/alternative-to-prison-program-continues-

success-law/

 

Bill OKs substitute drugs for executions

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/bill-oks-substitute-drugs-for-executions-law/

 

Should inmates have access to social media?

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/23/should-inmates-have-access-to-social-media-
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law/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

 Grass fires scorch southeast Cleveland County

Lighting ordinance nearing adoption

Food and Shelter to partner with Regional Food Bank

 
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 23, 2012
Date: Friday, March 23, 2012 9:49:15 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Interest groups protest Obama's support for Oklahoma-Texas pipeline

http://newsok.com/interest-groups-protest-obamas-support-for-oklahoma-texas-

pipeline/article/3659953#ixzz1pwxdYb2x

 

Obama touts energy strategy, support for southern portion of Keystone XL pipeline

http://newsok.com/obama-touts-energy-strategy-support-for-southern-portion-of-

keystone-xl-pipeline/article/3659824#ixzz1pwxrbxHj

 

Wind energy development faces sharp drop without federal tax credit

http://newsok.com/wind-energy-development-faces-sharp-drop-without-federal-tax-

credit/article/3659961#ixzz1pwyN88X1

 

Obamacare on trial: A special report

http://newsok.com/obamacare-on-trial-a-special-report/article/feed/363038

 

Politics puts Etch A Sketch back in the picture

http://newsok.com/politics-puts-etch-a-sketch-back-in-the-

picture/article/feed/362850#ixzz1pwyyuKsD

 

Transcript of President Obama's remarks in Cushing, Okla., March 22, 2012

http://newsok.com/transcript-of-president-obamas-remarks-in-cushing-okla.-march-

22-2012/article/3659828#ixzz1pwz6WQcf

 

Trattoria il Centro closes, owners blame demise on Project 180 construction delays

http://newsok.com/trattoria-il-centro-closes-owners-blame-demise-on-project-180-

construction-delays/article/3659957#ixzz1pwzIdgN1

 

Popular prosecutor loses cancer battle

http://newsok.com/popular-prosecutor-loses-cancer-battle/article/3660068

 

Pope decries drug violence in Mexico

http://newsok.com/pope-decries-drug-violence-in-mexico/article/feed/363062

 

Arrest demand grows in Fla teen's shooting death

http://newsok.com/arrest-demand-grows-in-fla-teens-shooting-

death/article/feed/363068#ixzz1pwzsill5

 

Broken Arrow man pulled from flooded creek
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mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
http://www.newsok.com/
http://newsok.com/interest-groups-protest-obamas-support-for-oklahoma-texas-pipeline/article/3659953#ixzz1pwxdYb2x
http://newsok.com/interest-groups-protest-obamas-support-for-oklahoma-texas-pipeline/article/3659953#ixzz1pwxdYb2x
http://newsok.com/obama-touts-energy-strategy-support-for-southern-portion-of-keystone-xl-pipeline/article/3659824#ixzz1pwxrbxHj
http://newsok.com/obama-touts-energy-strategy-support-for-southern-portion-of-keystone-xl-pipeline/article/3659824#ixzz1pwxrbxHj
http://newsok.com/wind-energy-development-faces-sharp-drop-without-federal-tax-credit/article/3659961#ixzz1pwyN88X1
http://newsok.com/wind-energy-development-faces-sharp-drop-without-federal-tax-credit/article/3659961#ixzz1pwyN88X1
http://newsok.com/obamacare-on-trial-a-special-report/article/feed/363038
http://newsok.com/politics-puts-etch-a-sketch-back-in-the-picture/article/feed/362850#ixzz1pwyyuKsD
http://newsok.com/politics-puts-etch-a-sketch-back-in-the-picture/article/feed/362850#ixzz1pwyyuKsD
http://newsok.com/transcript-of-president-obamas-remarks-in-cushing-okla.-march-22-2012/article/3659828#ixzz1pwz6WQcf
http://newsok.com/transcript-of-president-obamas-remarks-in-cushing-okla.-march-22-2012/article/3659828#ixzz1pwz6WQcf
http://newsok.com/trattoria-il-centro-closes-owners-blame-demise-on-project-180-construction-delays/article/3659957#ixzz1pwzIdgN1
http://newsok.com/trattoria-il-centro-closes-owners-blame-demise-on-project-180-construction-delays/article/3659957#ixzz1pwzIdgN1
http://newsok.com/popular-prosecutor-loses-cancer-battle/article/3660068
http://newsok.com/pope-decries-drug-violence-in-mexico/article/feed/363062
http://newsok.com/arrest-demand-grows-in-fla-teens-shooting-death/article/feed/363068#ixzz1pwzsill5
http://newsok.com/arrest-demand-grows-in-fla-teens-shooting-death/article/feed/363068#ixzz1pwzsill5


http://newsok.com/broken-arrow-man-pulled-from-flooded-creek/article/3660094

 

Sunny skies, patchy fog expected in Oklahoma City Friday

http://newsok.com/sunny-skies-patchy-fog-expected-in-oklahoma-city-

friday/article/3660092#ixzz1px0jAXoG

 

Man walks into Muskogee Wal-Mart, tries to steal an M-4 rifle; employee intercedes

http://newsok.com/man-walks-into-muskogee-wal-mart-tries-to-steal-an-m-4-rifle-

employee-intercedes/article/3660091#ixzz1px0qnpBO

 

Chesapeake Energy gives money to the Oklahoma City Museum of Art's museum

school

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-

of-arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1px1MUi9j

 

For some areas of Oklahoma, severe drought is improvement

http://newsok.com/for-some-areas-of-oklahoma-severe-drought-is-

improvement/article/3659949#ixzz1px1TXahI

 

MAPS 3 projects move forward in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/maps-3-projects-move-forward-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3659998#ixzz1px1cFTr5

 

Oklahoma City protesters gather to oppose Keystone XL pipeline, military strike

against Iran

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-

military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731#ixzz1px21n3MP

 

170 soldiers return to Oklahoma from Afghanistan and Kuwait

http://newsok.com/170-soldiers-return-to-oklahoma-from-afghanistan-and-

kuwait/article/3659950#ixzz1px2DDYOs

 

Pathway to Health conference planned in Edmond

http://newsok.com/pathway-to-health-conference-planned-in-

edmond/article/3659649?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Hearing begins for Oklahoma man charged in death of parents

http://newsok.com/hearing-begins-for-oklahoma-man-charged-in-death-of-

parents/article/3660096#ixzz1px2aUonO

 

Oklahoma schools need to get comfortable with the idea of selling themselves to

parents

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-need-to-get-comfortable-with-the-idea-of-

selling-themselves-to-parents/article/3659898#ixzz1px2ifVfA

 

Oklahoma agency heads play musical chairs at DHS
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dhs/article/3659897#ixzz1px2tFuKV

 

Rains of revival mark drought's demise in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/rains-of-revival-mark-droughts-demise-in-

oklahoma/article/3659896#ixzz1px30oTr5
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Obama in Oklahoma: President defends oil policy during Cushing stop

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120323_16_A1_CUTLIN433240

 

'Tax hogs' lying about property tax freeze, lawmaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120323_16_A11_CUTLIN397581

 

Obama supporters thrilled to meet president up close

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_16_A1_ULNStt3420

 

Tulsa task force finishes reviewing city fees - all 1,455 of them

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120323_11_A1_CUTLIN726017

 

Santorum's best shot: Winning Iowa caucus -  again

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120323_13_A7_CUTLIN770768

 

Snapped power poles nothing to worry about

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_16_A13_CUTLIN390398

 

House Republicans target Medicare board proposal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A5_CUTLIN771149

 

Senate passes small business investment bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A8_WASHIN595811

 

Bales to be charged with murder in Afghan killings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A5_WASHIN918000

 

U.S. intelligence: Looming water woes will add to global instability
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A6_CUTLIN882241

 

Soldier proposes upon return from war

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120323_11_A1_CUTLIN700663

 

BA man pulled from flooded creek

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=318&articleid=20120323_12_A11_CUTLIN278234

 

Okla. Methodists organize to support gay marriage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_12_A9_OKLAHO601680

 

Three more Oklahomans die from influenza

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120323_12_A16_OKLAHO584315

 

Safe Place program gives kids a home and hope

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_11_A11_CUTLIN980525

 

Muskogee Walmart evacuated after man takes rifles from safe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120323_450_0_MSOEoi463687

 

Editorial: State elected officials skip president's visit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_Whenth17657

 

Editorial: Obama visits oil patch to support pipeline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_PeietO393323
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Obama touts energy policy near oil hub

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/president-visits-oil-storage-hub-to-promote-

energy-policy-energy/

 

AOK railroad comeback on track

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/new-rail-bridge-looking-a-ok-general-news/
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Water reuse bill clears state House

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/water-reuse-bill-clears-state-house-capitol/

 

Oklahoma City company DeatschWerks cracks Inner City 100

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/oklahoma-city-company-deatschwerks-cracks-

inner-city-100-general-news/

 

Restaurateur Kamp pays $1.95M for Neighbors property

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/restaurateur-kamp-pays-1-95m-for-neighbors-

property-real-estate/

 

Jenks’ RiverWalk Crossing Shopping Center hits auction block April 17

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/jenks%E2%80%99-riverwalk-crossing-shopping-

center-hits-auction-block-april-17-real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Lift lawmakers’ veil of secrecy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/fourth-reading-lift-lawmakers%E2%80%99-veil-

of-secrecy-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Health Department says three more Oklahomans die due to flu

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1361426233/Health-Department-says-three-

more-Oklahomans-die-due-to-flu

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
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http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/


New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 23, 2012
Date: Friday, March 23, 2012 9:49:15 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Interest groups protest Obama's support for Oklahoma-Texas pipeline

http://newsok.com/interest-groups-protest-obamas-support-for-oklahoma-texas-

pipeline/article/3659953#ixzz1pwxdYb2x

 

Obama touts energy strategy, support for southern portion of Keystone XL pipeline

http://newsok.com/obama-touts-energy-strategy-support-for-southern-portion-of-

keystone-xl-pipeline/article/3659824#ixzz1pwxrbxHj

 

Wind energy development faces sharp drop without federal tax credit

http://newsok.com/wind-energy-development-faces-sharp-drop-without-federal-tax-

credit/article/3659961#ixzz1pwyN88X1

 

Obamacare on trial: A special report

http://newsok.com/obamacare-on-trial-a-special-report/article/feed/363038

 

Politics puts Etch A Sketch back in the picture

http://newsok.com/politics-puts-etch-a-sketch-back-in-the-

picture/article/feed/362850#ixzz1pwyyuKsD

 

Transcript of President Obama's remarks in Cushing, Okla., March 22, 2012

http://newsok.com/transcript-of-president-obamas-remarks-in-cushing-okla.-march-

22-2012/article/3659828#ixzz1pwz6WQcf

 

Trattoria il Centro closes, owners blame demise on Project 180 construction delays

http://newsok.com/trattoria-il-centro-closes-owners-blame-demise-on-project-180-

construction-delays/article/3659957#ixzz1pwzIdgN1

 

Popular prosecutor loses cancer battle

http://newsok.com/popular-prosecutor-loses-cancer-battle/article/3660068

 

Pope decries drug violence in Mexico

http://newsok.com/pope-decries-drug-violence-in-mexico/article/feed/363062

 

Arrest demand grows in Fla teen's shooting death

http://newsok.com/arrest-demand-grows-in-fla-teens-shooting-

death/article/feed/363068#ixzz1pwzsill5

 

Broken Arrow man pulled from flooded creek
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mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
http://www.newsok.com/
http://newsok.com/interest-groups-protest-obamas-support-for-oklahoma-texas-pipeline/article/3659953#ixzz1pwxdYb2x
http://newsok.com/interest-groups-protest-obamas-support-for-oklahoma-texas-pipeline/article/3659953#ixzz1pwxdYb2x
http://newsok.com/obama-touts-energy-strategy-support-for-southern-portion-of-keystone-xl-pipeline/article/3659824#ixzz1pwxrbxHj
http://newsok.com/obama-touts-energy-strategy-support-for-southern-portion-of-keystone-xl-pipeline/article/3659824#ixzz1pwxrbxHj
http://newsok.com/wind-energy-development-faces-sharp-drop-without-federal-tax-credit/article/3659961#ixzz1pwyN88X1
http://newsok.com/wind-energy-development-faces-sharp-drop-without-federal-tax-credit/article/3659961#ixzz1pwyN88X1
http://newsok.com/obamacare-on-trial-a-special-report/article/feed/363038
http://newsok.com/politics-puts-etch-a-sketch-back-in-the-picture/article/feed/362850#ixzz1pwyyuKsD
http://newsok.com/politics-puts-etch-a-sketch-back-in-the-picture/article/feed/362850#ixzz1pwyyuKsD
http://newsok.com/transcript-of-president-obamas-remarks-in-cushing-okla.-march-22-2012/article/3659828#ixzz1pwz6WQcf
http://newsok.com/transcript-of-president-obamas-remarks-in-cushing-okla.-march-22-2012/article/3659828#ixzz1pwz6WQcf
http://newsok.com/trattoria-il-centro-closes-owners-blame-demise-on-project-180-construction-delays/article/3659957#ixzz1pwzIdgN1
http://newsok.com/trattoria-il-centro-closes-owners-blame-demise-on-project-180-construction-delays/article/3659957#ixzz1pwzIdgN1
http://newsok.com/popular-prosecutor-loses-cancer-battle/article/3660068
http://newsok.com/pope-decries-drug-violence-in-mexico/article/feed/363062
http://newsok.com/arrest-demand-grows-in-fla-teens-shooting-death/article/feed/363068#ixzz1pwzsill5
http://newsok.com/arrest-demand-grows-in-fla-teens-shooting-death/article/feed/363068#ixzz1pwzsill5


http://newsok.com/broken-arrow-man-pulled-from-flooded-creek/article/3660094

 

Sunny skies, patchy fog expected in Oklahoma City Friday

http://newsok.com/sunny-skies-patchy-fog-expected-in-oklahoma-city-

friday/article/3660092#ixzz1px0jAXoG

 

Man walks into Muskogee Wal-Mart, tries to steal an M-4 rifle; employee intercedes

http://newsok.com/man-walks-into-muskogee-wal-mart-tries-to-steal-an-m-4-rifle-

employee-intercedes/article/3660091#ixzz1px0qnpBO

 

Chesapeake Energy gives money to the Oklahoma City Museum of Art's museum

school

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-

of-arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1px1MUi9j

 

For some areas of Oklahoma, severe drought is improvement

http://newsok.com/for-some-areas-of-oklahoma-severe-drought-is-

improvement/article/3659949#ixzz1px1TXahI

 

MAPS 3 projects move forward in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/maps-3-projects-move-forward-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3659998#ixzz1px1cFTr5

 

Oklahoma City protesters gather to oppose Keystone XL pipeline, military strike

against Iran

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-

military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731#ixzz1px21n3MP

 

170 soldiers return to Oklahoma from Afghanistan and Kuwait

http://newsok.com/170-soldiers-return-to-oklahoma-from-afghanistan-and-

kuwait/article/3659950#ixzz1px2DDYOs

 

Pathway to Health conference planned in Edmond

http://newsok.com/pathway-to-health-conference-planned-in-

edmond/article/3659649?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Hearing begins for Oklahoma man charged in death of parents

http://newsok.com/hearing-begins-for-oklahoma-man-charged-in-death-of-

parents/article/3660096#ixzz1px2aUonO

 

Oklahoma schools need to get comfortable with the idea of selling themselves to

parents

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-need-to-get-comfortable-with-the-idea-of-

selling-themselves-to-parents/article/3659898#ixzz1px2ifVfA

 

Oklahoma agency heads play musical chairs at DHS
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dhs/article/3659897#ixzz1px2tFuKV

 

Rains of revival mark drought's demise in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/rains-of-revival-mark-droughts-demise-in-

oklahoma/article/3659896#ixzz1px30oTr5
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Obama in Oklahoma: President defends oil policy during Cushing stop

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120323_16_A1_CUTLIN433240

 

'Tax hogs' lying about property tax freeze, lawmaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120323_16_A11_CUTLIN397581

 

Obama supporters thrilled to meet president up close

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_16_A1_ULNStt3420

 

Tulsa task force finishes reviewing city fees - all 1,455 of them

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120323_11_A1_CUTLIN726017

 

Santorum's best shot: Winning Iowa caucus -  again

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120323_13_A7_CUTLIN770768

 

Snapped power poles nothing to worry about

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_16_A13_CUTLIN390398

 

House Republicans target Medicare board proposal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A5_CUTLIN771149

 

Senate passes small business investment bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A8_WASHIN595811

 

Bales to be charged with murder in Afghan killings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A5_WASHIN918000

 

U.S. intelligence: Looming water woes will add to global instability
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A6_CUTLIN882241

 

Soldier proposes upon return from war

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120323_11_A1_CUTLIN700663

 

BA man pulled from flooded creek

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=318&articleid=20120323_12_A11_CUTLIN278234

 

Okla. Methodists organize to support gay marriage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_12_A9_OKLAHO601680

 

Three more Oklahomans die from influenza

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120323_12_A16_OKLAHO584315

 

Safe Place program gives kids a home and hope

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_11_A11_CUTLIN980525

 

Muskogee Walmart evacuated after man takes rifles from safe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120323_450_0_MSOEoi463687

 

Editorial: State elected officials skip president's visit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_Whenth17657

 

Editorial: Obama visits oil patch to support pipeline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_PeietO393323
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Obama touts energy policy near oil hub

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/president-visits-oil-storage-hub-to-promote-

energy-policy-energy/

 

AOK railroad comeback on track

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/new-rail-bridge-looking-a-ok-general-news/
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Water reuse bill clears state House

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/water-reuse-bill-clears-state-house-capitol/

 

Oklahoma City company DeatschWerks cracks Inner City 100

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/oklahoma-city-company-deatschwerks-cracks-

inner-city-100-general-news/

 

Restaurateur Kamp pays $1.95M for Neighbors property

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/restaurateur-kamp-pays-1-95m-for-neighbors-

property-real-estate/

 

Jenks’ RiverWalk Crossing Shopping Center hits auction block April 17

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/jenks%E2%80%99-riverwalk-crossing-shopping-

center-hits-auction-block-april-17-real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Lift lawmakers’ veil of secrecy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/fourth-reading-lift-lawmakers%E2%80%99-veil-

of-secrecy-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Health Department says three more Oklahomans die due to flu

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1361426233/Health-Department-says-three-

more-Oklahomans-die-due-to-flu

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
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New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 21, 2012
Date: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 9:16:41 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma DHS Commission may appoint new interim director 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-may-appoint-new-interim-

director/article/3659402#ixzz1pl7dGG4f

 

Ryan slashes deficits by $3.26 trillion vs Obama 

http://newsok.com/ryan-slashes-deficits-by-3.26-trillion-vs-

obama/article/feed/361781#ixzz1pl7pFFo3

 

No official state welcome planned for President Obama's visit to Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/no-official-state-welcome-planned-for-president-obamas-visit-to-

oklahoma/article/3659433#ixzz1pl6l0eAu

 

Oklahoma House member calls for investigation into nonprofit's ties to Education

Department 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-member-calls-for-investigation-into-nonprofits-

ties-to-education-department/article/3659453#ixzz1pl7EG5gc

 

President Barack Obama's four-state energy tour stops in Oklahoma on Wednesday 

http://newsok.com/president-barack-obamas-four-state-energy-tour-stops-in-

oklahoma-on-wednesday/article/3659436#ixzz1pl7PixUU

 

McClain County residents not so confident about Medicare's future 

http://newsok.com/mcclain-county-residents-not-so-confident-about-medicares-

future/article/3659440#ixzz1pl7XCw4w

 

International Air Transport Association warns of rising oil prices, earnings 

http://newsok.com/international-air-transport-association-warns-of-rising-oil-prices-

earnings/article/3659430#ixzz1pl8FeHNk
 
Public-private partnership plan sought for Oklahoma City parks 

http://newsok.com/public-private-partnership-plan-sought-for-oklahoma-city-

parks/article/3659451#ixzz1pl5Qg4Lv

Residents in southeast Oklahoma City cooperate to overcome loss of bridge washed

out by floodwaters Monday 

http://newsok.com/residents-in-southeast-oklahoma-city-cooperate-to-overcome-

loss-of-bridge-washed-out-by-floodwaters-monday/article/3659431#ixzz1pl5Y9iVl

 

Five men charged in pot bust in Oklahoma County 

http://newsok.com/five-men-charged-in-pot-bust-in-oklahoma-
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county/article/3659400#ixzz1pl5g4N65

 

No public storm shelters are open at University of Central Oklahoma in Edmond 

http://newsok.com/no-public-storm-shelters-are-open-at-university-of-central-

oklahoma-in-edmond/article/3659370#ixzz1pl5nFRt2

 

Parts of eastern Oklahoma under flood warning

http://newsok.com/parts-of-eastern-oklahoma-under-flood-warning/article/3659609?

custom_click=pod_headline_northeast-oklahoma-news

 

New adviser teams key to US exit from Afghanistan 

http://newsok.com/new-adviser-teams-key-to-us-exit-from-

afghanistan/article/feed/362202#ixzz1pl6ZncO1

 

Why the doubling of Obamacare's cost matters

http://newsok.com/why-the-doubling-of-obamacares-cost-

matters/article/feed/362252

 

US futures mixed ahead of housing data

http://newsok.com/us-futures-mixed-ahead-of-housing-data/article/feed/362240

 

Oil rises to near $107 after US crude supply drop 

http://newsok.com/oil-rises-to-near-107-after-us-crude-supply-

drop/article/feed/361382#ixzz1pl8TQzHd

 

GOP targets new cost-cut board in Obama health law 

http://newsok.com/gop-targets-new-cost-cut-board-in-obama-health-

law/article/feed/362174#ixzz1pl8gLRzI

 

GOP Medicare plan borrows from and repeals Obama's 

http://newsok.com/gop-medicare-plan-borrows-from-and-repeals-

obamas/article/feed/362173#ixzz1pl8mYZ8R

 

FACT CHECK: More US drilling didn't drop gas price 

http://newsok.com/fact-check-more-us-drilling-didnt-drop-gas-

price/article/feed/362172#ixzz1pl8tp56h

 

New rules approved by Oklahoma Corporation Commission will require disclosure of

hydraulic fracturing chemicals in state 

http://newsok.com/new-rules-approved-by-oklahoma-corporation-commission-will-

require-disclosure-of-hydraulic-fracturing-chemicals-in-

state/article/3659437#ixzz1pl975Hl5

 

Cushing is eager to welcome President Obama

http://newsok.com/cushing-is-eager-to-welcome-president-obama/article/3659435

 

Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President Obama 

http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
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obama/article/3659332#ixzz1pl9udVxU

Oklahoma only average in national dropout rankings

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-only-average-in-national-dropout-

rankings/article/3659331

 

Plan for building new Oklahoma ME office is worth considering 

http://newsok.com/plan-for-building-new-oklahoma-me-office-is-worth-

considering/article/3659330#ixzz1plAGnoMY

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma property tax cut proposal for older homeowners OK'd by Senate panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120321_16_A11_CUTLIN90416

 

No welcome mat for Obama

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_12_A11_CUTLIN728613

 

Expo Square CEO Andrus seeking more than just $124,493 in profit at fairgrounds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120321_16_A1_CUTLIN892508

 

Romney routs Santorum in GOP primary in Illinois

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120321_13_A8_CUTLIN611428

 

House Republican budget blueprint offers steep cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A9_CUTLIN564883

 

Afghanistan plan is on track, top U.S. commander says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A4_CUTLIN397479

 

GOP chips away at Obama health-care law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A9_ULNSeC802172

 

New clue could help solve Earhart mystery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A10_CUTLIN853952

 

Court wary of juvenile life terms
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A7_WSIGOh33827

 

Obama to visit heavily fortified Korean border

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A8_WASHIN456124

 

Rain eases drought, may last through Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120321_11_A1_CUTLIN793233

 

Flood warnings continue, but waters receding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120321_100_0_Muchof539269

 

Contractors help rebuild SE Oklahoma City bridge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO300100

 

Girl Scouts to visit Oklahoma Capitol for centennial

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO286569

 

Oklahoma City University students volunteer to help with Joplin cleanup over

spring break

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_12_A13_JOPLIN267223

 

Formal charges filed against Dennehy in Tulsa courthouse shootings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_11_A1_CUTLIN888276

 

Tulsa-area educators' concerns over new public-school grading system aired to a

recording device

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120321_19_A1_Severa872451

 

Oklahoma activists to demonstrate during Obama visit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO142123

 

Mexican immigration defendant could benefit from new "fast-track" program in Tulsa

federal court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_14_A11_CUTLIN349115

 

Tulsa County man's 15-year prison term for wife's death of neglect affirmed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_14_A15_CUTLIN709104

 

Editorial: Education nonprofits, events look similar

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_11_A16_Isypty71532

 

Editorial: Tuberculosis still a threat in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_61_A16_MostOk405981

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Energy execs eye Obama’s Cushing visit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/energy-execs-eye-obama%E2%80%99s-

cushing-visit-energy/

 

Bill would require generators at assisted-living centers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/bill-would-require-generators-at-assisted-living-

centers-capitol/

 

Hospice of Green Country to offer ‘Oysters & Ale’ for first fundraiser in 11 years

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/hospice-to-offer-%E2%80%98oysters-

ale%E2%80%99-for-first-fundraiser-in-11-years-nonprofit/

 

Democrats: Obama visit energizing party

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/democrats-obama-visit-energizing-party-energy/

 

Mental Health Association in Tulsa buys Brighton Park apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/mental-health-association-in-tulsa-buys-

brighton-park-apartment-complex-real-esate/

 

Weathering the seasons: Mild winter doesn’t mean lack of street problems

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/weathering-the-seasons-mild-winter-

doesn%E2%80%99t-mean-lack-of-street-problems-general-news/

 

City Rescue Mission plots downtown OKC food bank

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/city-rescue-mission-plots-downtown-okc-food-

bank-real-estate/

 

Software aims to calculate fleet emissions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/analytics-tools-aims-to-calculate-pollution-for-

fleets-energy/

 

Being Well: Monica Coby, Chesapeake Energy Corp.
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/being-well-monica-coby-chesapeake-energy-

corp-health-care/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/
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KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 21, 2012
Date: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 9:16:40 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma DHS Commission may appoint new interim director 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-may-appoint-new-interim-

director/article/3659402#ixzz1pl7dGG4f

 

Ryan slashes deficits by $3.26 trillion vs Obama 

http://newsok.com/ryan-slashes-deficits-by-3.26-trillion-vs-

obama/article/feed/361781#ixzz1pl7pFFo3

 

No official state welcome planned for President Obama's visit to Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/no-official-state-welcome-planned-for-president-obamas-visit-to-

oklahoma/article/3659433#ixzz1pl6l0eAu

 

Oklahoma House member calls for investigation into nonprofit's ties to Education

Department 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-member-calls-for-investigation-into-nonprofits-

ties-to-education-department/article/3659453#ixzz1pl7EG5gc

 

President Barack Obama's four-state energy tour stops in Oklahoma on Wednesday 

http://newsok.com/president-barack-obamas-four-state-energy-tour-stops-in-

oklahoma-on-wednesday/article/3659436#ixzz1pl7PixUU

 

McClain County residents not so confident about Medicare's future 

http://newsok.com/mcclain-county-residents-not-so-confident-about-medicares-

future/article/3659440#ixzz1pl7XCw4w

 

International Air Transport Association warns of rising oil prices, earnings 

http://newsok.com/international-air-transport-association-warns-of-rising-oil-prices-

earnings/article/3659430#ixzz1pl8FeHNk
 
Public-private partnership plan sought for Oklahoma City parks 

http://newsok.com/public-private-partnership-plan-sought-for-oklahoma-city-

parks/article/3659451#ixzz1pl5Qg4Lv

Residents in southeast Oklahoma City cooperate to overcome loss of bridge washed

out by floodwaters Monday 

http://newsok.com/residents-in-southeast-oklahoma-city-cooperate-to-overcome-

loss-of-bridge-washed-out-by-floodwaters-monday/article/3659431#ixzz1pl5Y9iVl

 

Five men charged in pot bust in Oklahoma County 

http://newsok.com/five-men-charged-in-pot-bust-in-oklahoma-
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county/article/3659400#ixzz1pl5g4N65

 

No public storm shelters are open at University of Central Oklahoma in Edmond 

http://newsok.com/no-public-storm-shelters-are-open-at-university-of-central-

oklahoma-in-edmond/article/3659370#ixzz1pl5nFRt2

 

Parts of eastern Oklahoma under flood warning

http://newsok.com/parts-of-eastern-oklahoma-under-flood-warning/article/3659609?

custom_click=pod_headline_northeast-oklahoma-news

 

New adviser teams key to US exit from Afghanistan 

http://newsok.com/new-adviser-teams-key-to-us-exit-from-

afghanistan/article/feed/362202#ixzz1pl6ZncO1

 

Why the doubling of Obamacare's cost matters

http://newsok.com/why-the-doubling-of-obamacares-cost-

matters/article/feed/362252

 

US futures mixed ahead of housing data

http://newsok.com/us-futures-mixed-ahead-of-housing-data/article/feed/362240

 

Oil rises to near $107 after US crude supply drop 

http://newsok.com/oil-rises-to-near-107-after-us-crude-supply-

drop/article/feed/361382#ixzz1pl8TQzHd

 

GOP targets new cost-cut board in Obama health law 

http://newsok.com/gop-targets-new-cost-cut-board-in-obama-health-

law/article/feed/362174#ixzz1pl8gLRzI

 

GOP Medicare plan borrows from and repeals Obama's 

http://newsok.com/gop-medicare-plan-borrows-from-and-repeals-

obamas/article/feed/362173#ixzz1pl8mYZ8R

 

FACT CHECK: More US drilling didn't drop gas price 

http://newsok.com/fact-check-more-us-drilling-didnt-drop-gas-

price/article/feed/362172#ixzz1pl8tp56h

 

New rules approved by Oklahoma Corporation Commission will require disclosure of

hydraulic fracturing chemicals in state 

http://newsok.com/new-rules-approved-by-oklahoma-corporation-commission-will-

require-disclosure-of-hydraulic-fracturing-chemicals-in-

state/article/3659437#ixzz1pl975Hl5

 

Cushing is eager to welcome President Obama

http://newsok.com/cushing-is-eager-to-welcome-president-obama/article/3659435

 

Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President Obama 

http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
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obama/article/3659332#ixzz1pl9udVxU

Oklahoma only average in national dropout rankings

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-only-average-in-national-dropout-

rankings/article/3659331

 

Plan for building new Oklahoma ME office is worth considering 

http://newsok.com/plan-for-building-new-oklahoma-me-office-is-worth-

considering/article/3659330#ixzz1plAGnoMY

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma property tax cut proposal for older homeowners OK'd by Senate panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120321_16_A11_CUTLIN90416

 

No welcome mat for Obama

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_12_A11_CUTLIN728613

 

Expo Square CEO Andrus seeking more than just $124,493 in profit at fairgrounds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120321_16_A1_CUTLIN892508

 

Romney routs Santorum in GOP primary in Illinois

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120321_13_A8_CUTLIN611428

 

House Republican budget blueprint offers steep cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A9_CUTLIN564883

 

Afghanistan plan is on track, top U.S. commander says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A4_CUTLIN397479

 

GOP chips away at Obama health-care law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A9_ULNSeC802172

 

New clue could help solve Earhart mystery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A10_CUTLIN853952

 

Court wary of juvenile life terms
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A7_WSIGOh33827

 

Obama to visit heavily fortified Korean border

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A8_WASHIN456124

 

Rain eases drought, may last through Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120321_11_A1_CUTLIN793233

 

Flood warnings continue, but waters receding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120321_100_0_Muchof539269

 

Contractors help rebuild SE Oklahoma City bridge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO300100

 

Girl Scouts to visit Oklahoma Capitol for centennial

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO286569

 

Oklahoma City University students volunteer to help with Joplin cleanup over

spring break

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_12_A13_JOPLIN267223

 

Formal charges filed against Dennehy in Tulsa courthouse shootings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_11_A1_CUTLIN888276

 

Tulsa-area educators' concerns over new public-school grading system aired to a

recording device

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120321_19_A1_Severa872451

 

Oklahoma activists to demonstrate during Obama visit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO142123

 

Mexican immigration defendant could benefit from new "fast-track" program in Tulsa

federal court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_14_A11_CUTLIN349115

 

Tulsa County man's 15-year prison term for wife's death of neglect affirmed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=14&articleid=20120321_14_A15_CUTLIN709104

 

Editorial: Education nonprofits, events look similar

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_11_A16_Isypty71532

 

Editorial: Tuberculosis still a threat in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_61_A16_MostOk405981

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Energy execs eye Obama’s Cushing visit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/energy-execs-eye-obama%E2%80%99s-

cushing-visit-energy/

 

Bill would require generators at assisted-living centers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/bill-would-require-generators-at-assisted-living-

centers-capitol/

 

Hospice of Green Country to offer ‘Oysters & Ale’ for first fundraiser in 11 years

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/hospice-to-offer-%E2%80%98oysters-

ale%E2%80%99-for-first-fundraiser-in-11-years-nonprofit/

 

Democrats: Obama visit energizing party

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/democrats-obama-visit-energizing-party-energy/

 

Mental Health Association in Tulsa buys Brighton Park apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/mental-health-association-in-tulsa-buys-

brighton-park-apartment-complex-real-esate/

 

Weathering the seasons: Mild winter doesn’t mean lack of street problems

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/weathering-the-seasons-mild-winter-

doesn%E2%80%99t-mean-lack-of-street-problems-general-news/

 

City Rescue Mission plots downtown OKC food bank

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/city-rescue-mission-plots-downtown-okc-food-

bank-real-estate/

 

Software aims to calculate fleet emissions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/analytics-tools-aims-to-calculate-pollution-for-

fleets-energy/

 

Being Well: Monica Coby, Chesapeake Energy Corp.
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/being-well-monica-coby-chesapeake-energy-

corp-health-care/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/
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KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 17-19, 2012
Date: Monday, March 19, 2012 9:37:44 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Agreements allow DHS children's shelter in Oklahoma City to remain open 

http://newsok.com/agreements-allow-dhs-childrens-shelter-in-oklahoma-city-to-

remain-open/article/3658920#ixzz1pZOr10Lf

 

Oklahoma treasurer urges caution in cutting state's personal income tax rate 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-treasurer-urges-caution-in-cutting-states-personal-

income-tax-rate/article/3658712#ixzz1pZRJd4vo

 

Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn hopes Supreme Court will limit Congress' reach under

the Constitution 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-hopes-supreme-court-will-limit-

congress-reach-under-the-constitution/article/3658642#ixzz1pZRPrepS

 

Ten Oklahoma journalists to be inducted into Oklahoma Journalism 

http://newsok.com/ten-oklahoma-journalists-to-be-inducted-into-oklahoma-

journalism/article/3658597#ixzz1pZOzYGSh

 

Review of one day's court filings in Tulsa, Oklahoma counties tells story of addiction 

http://newsok.com/review-of-one-days-court-filings-in-tulsa-oklahoma-counties-tells-

story-of-addiction/article/3658457#ixzz1pZPGS8KV

 

Claremore manufacturer receives Oklahoma state agency's inaugural entrepreneurial

award 

http://newsok.com/claremore-manufacturer-receives-oklahoma-state-agencys-

inaugural-entrepreneurial-award/article/3658444#ixzz1pZQ5zvGI

SCOTUS approval hits low before Obamacare hearing

http://newsok.com/scotus-approval-hits-low-before-obamacare-

hearing/article/feed/361176

 

Grand bargain failure--and folly of high taxes

http://newsok.com/grand-bargain-failure-and-folly-of-high-taxes/article/feed/361098

 

The Oklahoman expands energy company coverage; adds two writers 

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-expands-energy-company-coverage-adds-two-

writers/article/3658359#ixzz1pZRDtiPF

 

Oklahoma City to consider shared bicycle program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-consider-shared-bicycle-

program/article/3658323
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Suicides prompt summit in Edmond

http://newsok.com/suicides-prompt-summit-in-edmond/article/3658296

 

Oklahoma state Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs/article/3658589

 

Feelings toward Israel affecting Nov election?

http://newsok.com/feelings-toward-israel-affecting-nov-election/article/feed/360860

 

Two Democratic presidential candidates won't get Oklahoma delegates to national

convention 

http://newsok.com/two-democratic-presidential-candidates-wont-get-oklahoma-

delegates-to-national-convention/article/3658461#ixzz1pZS5uBRb

 

President Barack Obama to visit Oklahoma next week 

http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-visit-oklahoma-next-

week/article/3658200#ixzz1pZSNHjNs

 

Obama moves to implement HHS mandate

http://newsok.com/obama-moves-to-implement-hhs-mandate/article/feed/360606

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-briefs/article/3658102

 

With no insurance, Tulsa woman finds getting treatment isn’t easy 

http://newsok.com/with-no-insurance-tulsa-woman-finds-getting-treatment-isnt-

easy/article/3658889#ixzz1pZSuqmCc

 

Insurance a major obstacle for private substance abuse treatment centers 

http://newsok.com/insurance-a-major-obstacle-for-private-substance-abuse-

treatment-centers/article/3658667#ixzz1pZT16NMl

 

Event at Oklahoma City school benefits children's cancer research 

http://newsok.com/event-at-oklahoma-city-school-benefits-childrens-cancer-

research/article/3658469#ixzz1pZT7PkHG

 

Edmond Memorial High School's Swine Week nets more than $475,000 

http://newsok.com/edmond-memorial-high-schools-swine-week-nets-more-than-

475000/article/3658452#ixzz1pZTFeNfT

 

Physicians Surgical Center plans to open new Moore site in May 

http://newsok.com/physicians-surgical-center-plans-to-open-new-moore-site-in-

may/article/3658030#ixzz1pZTMWfgE

 

Livestock program fills void for Yukon student

http://newsok.com/livestock-program-fills-void-for-yukon-student/article/3658463

Edmond statistics on suicides, attempts so far in 2012 
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http://newsok.com/edmond-statistics-on-suicides-attempts-so-far-in-

2012/article/3658297#ixzz1pZTlI6Yo

US stocks fall; Apple to pay dividend

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-fall-apple-to-pay-dividend/article/feed/361315

US gov't sells $225B in mortgage-backed securities

http://newsok.com/us-govt-sells-225b-in-mortgage-backed-

securities/article/feed/361334

How health care law affects lives of 7 Americans 

http://newsok.com/how-health-care-law-affects-lives-of-7-

americans/article/feed/361267#ixzz1pZULUnJn

Court weighs making health coverage a fact of life 

http://newsok.com/court-weighs-making-health-coverage-a-fact-of-

life/article/feed/360804#ixzz1pZUZMT7x

The Oklahoman launches Oklahoman.com website

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-launches-oklahoman.com-website/article/3658885

Oklahoma Youth Expo has experts judge the animals 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-youth-expo-has-experts-judge-the-

animals/article/3658464#ixzz1pZUxNGIV

Obama to Congress: Kill oil industry's tax breaks 

http://newsok.com/obama-to-congress-kill-oil-industrys-tax-

breaks/article/feed/360786#ixzz1pZVDZ8lK

Higher gasoline prices threaten economy if they persist 

http://newsok.com/higher-gasoline-prices-threaten-economy-if-they-

persist/article/3658365#ixzz1pZVgJhzj

Pay up is FHA's new message

http://newsok.com/pay-up-is-fhas-new-message/article/3657646

GOP needs Romney at the wheelhouse if it wants to win in November 

http://newsok.com/gop-needs-romney-at-the-wheelhouse-if-it-wants-to-win-in-

november/article/3658264#ixzz1pZW9ZfXi

Mixing politics, pulpit hardly unusual in Oklahoma or elsewhere 

http://newsok.com/mixing-politics-pulpit-hardly-unusual-in-oklahoma-or-
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Strategies are needed to fight Oklahoma's addiction nightmare 
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ScissorTales: Oklahoma lawmakers disconnect young driver phone measure 
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More states join Oklahoma in delaying action on health insurance exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120319_16_A1_CUTLIN221

 

Oklahoma House, Senate pass measures to reduce income tax
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Secrecy pervades history of Oklahoma government
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Oklahoma casinos keep slot machine payout data private

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A1_CUTLIN333155

 

Capitol Report: Sunday Morning Quarterback
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Capitol Report: Quotable
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Capitol Notebook: Workers comp bills advance
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Political Notebook: State gets C+ in access to government spending
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Oklahoma Legislature: Deadline spurs frenzy of Capitol activity
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Capitol Report Progress Report: A look at bills moving through the Legislature
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Tulsa councilors question city's role in intermodal (land swap) project with TU
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Romney wins Puerto Rico, GOP campaign continues
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DHS creates plan to reduce Oklahoma City shelter overcrowding
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Tulsa's new trash hauler in limbo without contract
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Three Tulsa city councilors to seek re-election

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120318_11_A19_CityCo507158

 

Coburn urges high court to limit Congress' powers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120318_13_A26_CUTLIN150653

 

Public meetings set for Tulsa's Small Area Plans
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Romney, Santorum head to Ill., next battleground
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Tulsa-area cities decline membership in Oklahoma Municipal League, citing low

return on investment
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Lifechurch.tv takes off with satellite campuses, burgeoning attendance
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Guardsmen return home a day early
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Severe weather, flooding could be on the way
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Afghan killings suspect: Recent life was struggle
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TPS tutoring costs rise by more than 50 percent
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NSU-Broken Arrow cadaver lab provides a unique learning opportunity
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Treatment troubles
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St. Patrick's Day traffic enforcement Tulsa-area totals reported
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ABLE officers patrol St. Patrick's Day revelry in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A22_CUTLIN750981

 

Paying for private treatment often difficult
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Treatment helps addict regain life
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10 to be inducted into Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame
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Sand Springs teacher arrested in rape case
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Community, VFW honor Collinsville soldier's sacrifice
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Capitol Report Q&A: Rep. Don Armes
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State's mental health and substance abuse problems remain unaddressed
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Liquor store sales
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Blue Star Mothers 'stand and wait'  -  and work
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Local control over tobacco use still an elusive goal
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Un-parallel universes
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Better Business Bureau’s ratings system questioned

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/15/better-business-bureaus-ratings-system-

questioned-general-news/

 

Morgan Stanley sues Ada banks

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/15/morgan-stanley-sues-ada-banks-law/

 

Exec: Consolidation makes sense for banks

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-consolidation-makes-sense-for-banks-

finance/

 

Complexes to be sold at sheriff’s sale

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/complexes-to-be-sold-at-sheriff%E2%80%99s-

sale-real-estate/

 

100-year-old Wheeler No. 1 still producing Oklahoma crude

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/100-year-old-wheeler-no-1-still-producing-

oklahoma-crude-energy/

 

Experts: Market to determine extent of meat controversy effect
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Exec: Pig ranchers worried about Sardis fight

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-pig-ranchers-worried-about-sardis-fight-

law/

 

Historic health clinic to be revived as office and loft space

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/historic-health-clinic-to-be-revived-as-office-

and-loft-space/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Agreements allow DHS children's shelter in Oklahoma City to remain open 

http://newsok.com/agreements-allow-dhs-childrens-shelter-in-oklahoma-city-to-

remain-open/article/3658920#ixzz1pZOr10Lf

 

Oklahoma treasurer urges caution in cutting state's personal income tax rate 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-treasurer-urges-caution-in-cutting-states-personal-

income-tax-rate/article/3658712#ixzz1pZRJd4vo

 

Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn hopes Supreme Court will limit Congress' reach under

the Constitution 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-hopes-supreme-court-will-limit-

congress-reach-under-the-constitution/article/3658642#ixzz1pZRPrepS

 

Ten Oklahoma journalists to be inducted into Oklahoma Journalism 

http://newsok.com/ten-oklahoma-journalists-to-be-inducted-into-oklahoma-

journalism/article/3658597#ixzz1pZOzYGSh

 

Review of one day's court filings in Tulsa, Oklahoma counties tells story of addiction 

http://newsok.com/review-of-one-days-court-filings-in-tulsa-oklahoma-counties-tells-

story-of-addiction/article/3658457#ixzz1pZPGS8KV

 

Claremore manufacturer receives Oklahoma state agency's inaugural entrepreneurial

award 

http://newsok.com/claremore-manufacturer-receives-oklahoma-state-agencys-

inaugural-entrepreneurial-award/article/3658444#ixzz1pZQ5zvGI

SCOTUS approval hits low before Obamacare hearing

http://newsok.com/scotus-approval-hits-low-before-obamacare-

hearing/article/feed/361176

 

Grand bargain failure--and folly of high taxes

http://newsok.com/grand-bargain-failure-and-folly-of-high-taxes/article/feed/361098

 

The Oklahoman expands energy company coverage; adds two writers 

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-expands-energy-company-coverage-adds-two-

writers/article/3658359#ixzz1pZRDtiPF

 

Oklahoma City to consider shared bicycle program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-to-consider-shared-bicycle-

program/article/3658323
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Suicides prompt summit in Edmond

http://newsok.com/suicides-prompt-summit-in-edmond/article/3658296

 

Oklahoma state Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs/article/3658589

 

Feelings toward Israel affecting Nov election?

http://newsok.com/feelings-toward-israel-affecting-nov-election/article/feed/360860

 

Two Democratic presidential candidates won't get Oklahoma delegates to national

convention 

http://newsok.com/two-democratic-presidential-candidates-wont-get-oklahoma-

delegates-to-national-convention/article/3658461#ixzz1pZS5uBRb

 

President Barack Obama to visit Oklahoma next week 

http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-visit-oklahoma-next-

week/article/3658200#ixzz1pZSNHjNs

 

Obama moves to implement HHS mandate

http://newsok.com/obama-moves-to-implement-hhs-mandate/article/feed/360606

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-briefs/article/3658102

 

With no insurance, Tulsa woman finds getting treatment isn’t easy 

http://newsok.com/with-no-insurance-tulsa-woman-finds-getting-treatment-isnt-

easy/article/3658889#ixzz1pZSuqmCc

 

Insurance a major obstacle for private substance abuse treatment centers 

http://newsok.com/insurance-a-major-obstacle-for-private-substance-abuse-

treatment-centers/article/3658667#ixzz1pZT16NMl

 

Event at Oklahoma City school benefits children's cancer research 

http://newsok.com/event-at-oklahoma-city-school-benefits-childrens-cancer-

research/article/3658469#ixzz1pZT7PkHG

 

Edmond Memorial High School's Swine Week nets more than $475,000 

http://newsok.com/edmond-memorial-high-schools-swine-week-nets-more-than-

475000/article/3658452#ixzz1pZTFeNfT

 

Physicians Surgical Center plans to open new Moore site in May 

http://newsok.com/physicians-surgical-center-plans-to-open-new-moore-site-in-

may/article/3658030#ixzz1pZTMWfgE

 

Livestock program fills void for Yukon student

http://newsok.com/livestock-program-fills-void-for-yukon-student/article/3658463

Edmond statistics on suicides, attempts so far in 2012 
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http://newsok.com/edmond-statistics-on-suicides-attempts-so-far-in-

2012/article/3658297#ixzz1pZTlI6Yo

US stocks fall; Apple to pay dividend

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-fall-apple-to-pay-dividend/article/feed/361315

US gov't sells $225B in mortgage-backed securities

http://newsok.com/us-govt-sells-225b-in-mortgage-backed-

securities/article/feed/361334

How health care law affects lives of 7 Americans 

http://newsok.com/how-health-care-law-affects-lives-of-7-

americans/article/feed/361267#ixzz1pZULUnJn

Court weighs making health coverage a fact of life 

http://newsok.com/court-weighs-making-health-coverage-a-fact-of-

life/article/feed/360804#ixzz1pZUZMT7x

The Oklahoman launches Oklahoman.com website

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-launches-oklahoman.com-website/article/3658885

Oklahoma Youth Expo has experts judge the animals 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-youth-expo-has-experts-judge-the-

animals/article/3658464#ixzz1pZUxNGIV

Obama to Congress: Kill oil industry's tax breaks 

http://newsok.com/obama-to-congress-kill-oil-industrys-tax-

breaks/article/feed/360786#ixzz1pZVDZ8lK

Higher gasoline prices threaten economy if they persist 

http://newsok.com/higher-gasoline-prices-threaten-economy-if-they-

persist/article/3658365#ixzz1pZVgJhzj

Pay up is FHA's new message

http://newsok.com/pay-up-is-fhas-new-message/article/3657646

GOP needs Romney at the wheelhouse if it wants to win in November 

http://newsok.com/gop-needs-romney-at-the-wheelhouse-if-it-wants-to-win-in-

november/article/3658264#ixzz1pZW9ZfXi

Mixing politics, pulpit hardly unusual in Oklahoma or elsewhere 

http://newsok.com/mixing-politics-pulpit-hardly-unusual-in-oklahoma-or-

elsewhere/article/3658262#ixzz1pZWKd500

Strategies are needed to fight Oklahoma's addiction nightmare 

http://newsok.com/strategies-are-needed-to-fight-oklahomas-addiction-

nightmare/article/3658261#ixzz1pZWRGLAV

ScissorTales: Oklahoma lawmakers disconnect young driver phone measure 

http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-lawmakers-disconnect-young-driver-

phone-measure/article/3658256#ixzz1pZWWbGiB
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Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

More states join Oklahoma in delaying action on health insurance exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120319_16_A1_CUTLIN221

 

Oklahoma House, Senate pass measures to reduce income tax

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_OKLAHO346130

 

Secrecy pervades history of Oklahoma government

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_Tesaes946722

 

Oklahoma casinos keep slot machine payout data private

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A1_CUTLIN333155

 

Capitol Report: Sunday Morning Quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A24_hRepDa946075

 

Capitol Report: Quotable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A24_husinb43491

 

Capitol Notebook: Workers comp bills advance

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_bWorke567707

 

Political Notebook: State gets C+ in access to government spending

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_336_A23_Oklaho546572

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Deadline spurs frenzy of Capitol activity

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A24_Likeev202316

 

Capitol Report Progress Report: A look at bills moving through the Legislature

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A24_hHouse343580

 

Tulsa councilors question city's role in intermodal (land swap) project with TU

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=334&articleid=20120319_11_A9_CUTLIN908032

 

Romney wins Puerto Rico, GOP campaign continues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120319_13_A12_CUTLIN911958

 

DHS creates plan to reduce Oklahoma City shelter overcrowding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120319_16_A12_OKLAHO286387

 

Tulsa's new trash hauler in limbo without contract

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120318_11_A19_NeWSol906287

 

Three Tulsa city councilors to seek re-election

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120318_11_A19_CityCo507158

 

Coburn urges high court to limit Congress' powers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120318_13_A26_CUTLIN150653

 

Public meetings set for Tulsa's Small Area Plans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_16_A23_Thecit746160

 

Romney, Santorum head to Ill., next battleground

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120318_13_A14_CUTLIN208481

 

Tulsa-area cities decline membership in Oklahoma Municipal League, citing low

return on investment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120319_14_A9_CUTLIN917707

 

Lifechurch.tv takes off with satellite campuses, burgeoning attendance

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_Whilea280811

 

Guardsmen return home a day early

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_12_A1_CUTLIN806183

 

Severe weather, flooding could be on the way

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_OKLAHO180005

 

Afghan killings suspect: Recent life was struggle
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_12_A12_CUTLIN977692

 

TPS tutoring costs rise by more than 50 percent

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120319_19_A1_Thefed435595

 

NSU-Broken Arrow cadaver lab provides a unique learning opportunity

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120319_11_A9_CUTLIN196124

 

Treatment troubles

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A1_ULNSid782790

 

St. Patrick's Day traffic enforcement Tulsa-area totals reported

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_StPatr222053

 

ABLE officers patrol St. Patrick's Day revelry in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A22_CUTLIN750981

 

Paying for private treatment often difficult

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A8_Privat557161

 

Treatment helps addict regain life

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A8_CUTLIN482811

 

10 to be inducted into Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A22_CUTLIN869325

 

Sand Springs teacher arrested in rape case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120318_11_A23_CUTLIN93686

 

Community, VFW honor Collinsville soldier's sacrifice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A27_CUTLIN536112

 

Capitol Report Q&A: Rep. Don Armes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_gsabbb320914

 

State's mental health and substance abuse problems remain unaddressed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_12_A12_CUTLIN977692
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_12_A12_CUTLIN977692
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120319_19_A1_Thefed435595
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120319_19_A1_Thefed435595
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=17&articleid=20120319_11_A9_CUTLIN196124
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=17&articleid=20120319_11_A9_CUTLIN196124
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A1_ULNSid782790
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A1_ULNSid782790
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_StPatr222053
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_0_StPatr222053
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A22_CUTLIN750981
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A22_CUTLIN750981
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A8_Privat557161
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A8_Privat557161
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A8_CUTLIN482811
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A8_CUTLIN482811
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A22_CUTLIN869325
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A22_CUTLIN869325
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120318_11_A23_CUTLIN93686
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120318_11_A23_CUTLIN93686
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A27_CUTLIN536112
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120318_11_A27_CUTLIN536112
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_gsabbb320914
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120318_16_A25_gsabbb320914


http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120319_61_A7_CUTLIN729154

 

Liquor store sales

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120317_61_A22_CUTLIN77082

 

Blue Star Mothers 'stand and wait'  -  and work

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120318_213_G6_Theyal487348

 

Local control over tobacco use still an elusive goal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120318_211_G1_ULNSic745311

 

Un-parallel universes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120318_214_G1_Lastfa371371

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Better Business Bureau’s ratings system questioned

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/15/better-business-bureaus-ratings-system-

questioned-general-news/

 

Morgan Stanley sues Ada banks

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/15/morgan-stanley-sues-ada-banks-law/

 

Exec: Consolidation makes sense for banks

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-consolidation-makes-sense-for-banks-

finance/

 

Complexes to be sold at sheriff’s sale

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/complexes-to-be-sold-at-sheriff%E2%80%99s-

sale-real-estate/

 

100-year-old Wheeler No. 1 still producing Oklahoma crude

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/100-year-old-wheeler-no-1-still-producing-

oklahoma-crude-energy/

 

Experts: Market to determine extent of meat controversy effect

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/experts-market-to-determine-extent-of-meat-

controversy-effect-health-care/
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Exec: Pig ranchers worried about Sardis fight

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-pig-ranchers-worried-about-sardis-fight-

law/

 

Historic health clinic to be revived as office and loft space

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/historic-health-clinic-to-be-revived-as-office-

and-loft-space/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/16/exec-pig-ranchers-worried-about-sardis-fight-law/
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http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
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file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
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http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Jennifer Brock
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 12-14, 2011
Date: Monday, March 14, 2011 8:02:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Leon Russell answers call to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

http://newsok.com/leon-russell-answers-call-to-the-rock-and-roll-hall-of-

fame/article/3547885#ixzz1GZflbRQ2

Oklahoma City School Board's newest member has history with district

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-school-boards-newest-member-has-history-with-

district/article/3548658#ixzz1GZfyPYuA

Budget cuts to Oklahoma's mental health services affect communities

http://newsok.com/budget-cuts-to-oklahomas-mental-health-services-affect-

communities/article/3548660#ixzz1GZg7abNI

Lake Hefner remains an oasis in a bustling city landscape

http://newsok.com/lake-hefner-remains-an-oasis-in-a-bustling-city-

landscape/article/3548657#ixzz1GZgJk83l

Fire danger to rise midweek in Oklahoma

http://www.newsok.com/fire-danger-to-rise-midweek-in-oklahoma/article/3548549

Oklahoma's open government laws are rarely enforced, expert says

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-open-government-laws-are-rarely-enforced-expert-

says/article/3548667#ixzz1GZgZYTPW 

Distracted drivers don't think they're being unsafe, poll finds

http://newsok.com/distracted-drivers-dont-think-theyre-being-unsafe-poll-

finds/article/3548666#ixzz1GZgn0Onv

Japan races to prevent nuke reactor meltdowns

http://www.newsok.com/japan-races-to-prevent-nuke-reactor-

meltdowns/article/3548551

Oklahoma wildfires: At least 30 families lose homes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-at-least-30-families-lose-

homes/article/3548531#ixzz1GZh9oioH

Freedom of information discusses public’s right to know

http://newsok.com/freedom-of-information-discusses-publics-right-to-

know/article/3548530#ixzz1GZhJrRS3

Enid couple pledges $20 million for diabetes center in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/enid-couple-pledges-20-million-for-diabetes-center-in-
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oklahoma/article/3548534#ixzz1GZhTShFw

Immigration leads to GOP rift in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/immigration-leads-to-gop-rift-in-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3548529#ixzz1GZhq18Ka

Transparency mixed at underfunded Oklahoma Ethics Commission 

http://www.newsok.com/transparency-mixed-at-underfunded-oklahoma-ethics-

commission/article/3548527

Woman hoped for aid for addiction, received 35-year term

http://newsok.com/woman-hoped-for-aid-for-addiction-received-35-year-

term/article/3548402#ixzz1GZiHaJBG

Explosion at Japan nuclear plant, disaster toll rises

http://newsok.com/explosion-at-japan-nuclear-plant-disaster-toll-

rises/article/3548403#ixzz1GZiV0D3w

In Oklahoma as elsewhere, some jobs continue around the clock

http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-as-elsewhere-some-jobs-continue-around-the-

clock/article/3548003#ixzz1GZijejdb

Firefighters urge smoke alarm tests with time change 

http://newsok.com/firefighters-urge-smoke-alarm-tests-with-time-

change/article/3548002#ixzz1GZiucQh7

Oklahoma state Rep. Randy Terrill wants evidence suppressed in bribery case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-rep.-randy-terrill-wants-evidence-suppressed-in-

bribery-case/article/3548108#ixzz1GZj5kRxn

Governor clears up confusion over state revenue reports

http://newsok.com/governor-clears-up-confusion-over-state-revenue-

reports/article/3548436#ixzz1GZjQyj42

Retired Oklahoma ACLU executive honored for First Amendment efforts

http://newsok.com/retired-oklahoma-aclu-executive-honored-for-first-amendment-

efforts/article/3548423#ixzz1GZjzc9n2

Bond issues get Oklahoma legislators' cold shoulder 

http://www.newsok.com/bond-issues-get-oklahoma-legislators-cold-

shoulder/article/3548353

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin declares state of emergency 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-declares-state-of-

emergency/article/3548010#ixzz1GZkIF9oE

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin won't push for Tulsa mayor investigation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-wont-push-for-tulsa-mayor-
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Oil settles lower after Japan quake, for fourth day 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/oil-settles-lower-after-japan-quake-for-fourth-

day-energy/

 

Pa.’s attempts to track gas drilling waste flawed

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/pa-%e2%80%99s-attempts-to-track-gas-drilling-
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waste-flawed-energy/

 

U.S. rig count up by 8

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/u-s-rig-count-up-by-8-energy-2/

 

Budget hawks eye energy subsidy cuts 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/budget-hawks-eye-energy/

 

Obama prepared to tap petroleum reserve

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/obama-prepared-to-tap-petroleum-reserve-

energy/

 

Heating oil use falls as prices, irritation rise 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/heating-oil-use-falls-as-prices-irritation-rise-

energy/

 

Senators scrutinize light bulb standards

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/senators-scrutinize-light-bulb-standards-energy/

 

Red Eagle: Osage will fight for sovereignty

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/red-eagle-osage-will-fight-for-sovereignty-law/

 

Community bankers prepare for costs of regulation

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/community-bankers-prepare-for-costs-of-

regulation-finance/

 

Tax cuts move people to shop in February

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/tax-cuts-move-people-to-shop-in-february-

finance/

 

Airfares going up, not just because of oil

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/airfares-going-up-not-just-because-of-oil-

aerospace/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

No AP stories

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/pa-%e2%80%99s-attempts-to-track-gas-drilling-waste-flawed-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/u-s-rig-count-up-by-8-energy-2/
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/airfares-going-up-not-just-because-of-oil-aerospace/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/airfares-going-up-not-just-because-of-oil-aerospace/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html


Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm


From: Jennifer Brock
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 12-14, 2011
Date: Monday, March 14, 2011 8:02:12 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Leon Russell answers call to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

http://newsok.com/leon-russell-answers-call-to-the-rock-and-roll-hall-of-

fame/article/3547885#ixzz1GZflbRQ2

Oklahoma City School Board's newest member has history with district

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-school-boards-newest-member-has-history-with-

district/article/3548658#ixzz1GZfyPYuA

Budget cuts to Oklahoma's mental health services affect communities

http://newsok.com/budget-cuts-to-oklahomas-mental-health-services-affect-

communities/article/3548660#ixzz1GZg7abNI

Lake Hefner remains an oasis in a bustling city landscape

http://newsok.com/lake-hefner-remains-an-oasis-in-a-bustling-city-

landscape/article/3548657#ixzz1GZgJk83l

Fire danger to rise midweek in Oklahoma

http://www.newsok.com/fire-danger-to-rise-midweek-in-oklahoma/article/3548549

Oklahoma's open government laws are rarely enforced, expert says

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-open-government-laws-are-rarely-enforced-expert-

says/article/3548667#ixzz1GZgZYTPW 

Distracted drivers don't think they're being unsafe, poll finds

http://newsok.com/distracted-drivers-dont-think-theyre-being-unsafe-poll-

finds/article/3548666#ixzz1GZgn0Onv

Japan races to prevent nuke reactor meltdowns

http://www.newsok.com/japan-races-to-prevent-nuke-reactor-

meltdowns/article/3548551

Oklahoma wildfires: At least 30 families lose homes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-at-least-30-families-lose-

homes/article/3548531#ixzz1GZh9oioH

Freedom of information discusses public’s right to know

http://newsok.com/freedom-of-information-discusses-publics-right-to-

know/article/3548530#ixzz1GZhJrRS3

Enid couple pledges $20 million for diabetes center in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/enid-couple-pledges-20-million-for-diabetes-center-in-
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oklahoma/article/3548534#ixzz1GZhTShFw

Immigration leads to GOP rift in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/immigration-leads-to-gop-rift-in-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3548529#ixzz1GZhq18Ka

Transparency mixed at underfunded Oklahoma Ethics Commission 

http://www.newsok.com/transparency-mixed-at-underfunded-oklahoma-ethics-

commission/article/3548527

Woman hoped for aid for addiction, received 35-year term

http://newsok.com/woman-hoped-for-aid-for-addiction-received-35-year-

term/article/3548402#ixzz1GZiHaJBG

Explosion at Japan nuclear plant, disaster toll rises

http://newsok.com/explosion-at-japan-nuclear-plant-disaster-toll-

rises/article/3548403#ixzz1GZiV0D3w

In Oklahoma as elsewhere, some jobs continue around the clock

http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-as-elsewhere-some-jobs-continue-around-the-

clock/article/3548003#ixzz1GZijejdb

Firefighters urge smoke alarm tests with time change 

http://newsok.com/firefighters-urge-smoke-alarm-tests-with-time-

change/article/3548002#ixzz1GZiucQh7

Oklahoma state Rep. Randy Terrill wants evidence suppressed in bribery case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-rep.-randy-terrill-wants-evidence-suppressed-in-

bribery-case/article/3548108#ixzz1GZj5kRxn

Governor clears up confusion over state revenue reports

http://newsok.com/governor-clears-up-confusion-over-state-revenue-

reports/article/3548436#ixzz1GZjQyj42

Retired Oklahoma ACLU executive honored for First Amendment efforts

http://newsok.com/retired-oklahoma-aclu-executive-honored-for-first-amendment-

efforts/article/3548423#ixzz1GZjzc9n2

Bond issues get Oklahoma legislators' cold shoulder 

http://www.newsok.com/bond-issues-get-oklahoma-legislators-cold-

shoulder/article/3548353

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin declares state of emergency 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-declares-state-of-

emergency/article/3548010#ixzz1GZkIF9oE

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin won't push for Tulsa mayor investigation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-wont-push-for-tulsa-mayor-
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investigation/article/3548009#ixzz1GZkSWkMO

Two major Oklahoma City law firms to merge 

http://newsok.com/two-major-oklahoma-city-law-firms-to-

merge/article/3548326#ixzz1GZki0QPv

OKC businesswoman Terry Neese inducts Afghan woman into hall of fame for

enterprising women

http://newsok.com/okc-businesswoman-terry-neese-inducts-afghan-woman-into-hall-

of-fame-for-enterprising-women/article/3548208#ixzz1GZkrycrA

Airfares are going up, and not just because of oil 

http://newsok.com/airfares-are-going-up-and-not-just-because-of-

oil/article/3548336#ixzz1GZl0FTsQ

W.Va. Legislature OKs state-run insurance exchange 

http://www.newsok.com/w.va.-legislature-oks-state-run-insurance-

exchange/article/feed/246882

Goldsby firefighters fighting tire dump fire 

http://www.newsok.com/goldsby-firefighters-fighting-tire-dump-

fire/article/feed/246892

US clears more deepwater oil drilling in Gulf

http://newsok.com/us-clears-more-deepwater-oil-drilling-in-

gulf/article/feed/246868#ixzz1GZlcbFEy

Observers applaud new environmental coalition

http://www.newsok.com/observers-applaud-new-environmental-

coalition/article/3548325

Outrage not enough to redirect school spending 

http://www.newsok.com/outrage-not-enough-to-redirect-school-

spending/article/3547971?custom_click=lead_story_title

Lawmaker labeling a badge of honor? 

http://www.newsok.com/lawmaker-labeling-a-badge-of-honor/article/3547970?

custom_click=headlines_widget

Speaker right to focus on Oklahoma economy, education

http://newsok.com/speaker-right-to-focus-on-oklahoma-economy-

education/article/3547969#ixzz1GZmdTQnT

Tax policy rarely devoid of wedge-driving arguments 

http://www.newsok.com/tax-policy-rarely-devoid-of-wedge-driving-

arguments/article/3547959?custom_click=headlines_widget

Legislature should raise dropout age in Oklahoma
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http://www.newsok.com/legislature-should-raise-dropout-age-in-

oklahoma/article/3547958?custom_click=headlines_widget

ScissorTales: On ethanol, it's time to let the market decide worth

http://newsok.com/scissortales-on-ethanol-its-time-to-let-the-market-decide-

worth/article/3547948#ixzz1GZnDxH6X

Guts needed to make corrections changes

http://www.newsok.com/guts-needed-to-make-corrections-changes/article/3547961?

custom_click=headlines_widget

George Will: Obamacare and the mandate muddle 

http://www.newsok.com/george-will-obamacare-and-the-mandate-

muddle/article/3547960?custom_click=headlines_widget

The time is now for natural gas 

http://www.newsok.com/the-time-is-now-for-natural-gas/article/3547950?

custom_click=headlines_widget

Leading the way to a healthier future

http://www.newsok.com/leading-the-way-to-a-healthier-future/article/3547949?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 
 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Report: Tax cuts won't benefit most state households

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110314_16_A1_Eighty571069

Navy veteran campaigns to fund flights

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110314_12_A9_CUTLIN502784

House trimming state bond issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110314_16_A12_OKLAHO616389

Legislator backs transparency bid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110314_16_A4_CUTLIN588536

Oklahoma lawyers and lobbyists were top campaign financiers in 2010
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Soon-to-be-released statewide water plan may interest Texas, too
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9-year-old Texas girl killed in ATV crash near Lake Texoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_12_0_AnATVw344313

Trooper involved in 'OHP's darkest day' dies Sunday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_12_0_ArtrdO590043

House decision to suspend Art in Public Places law disappoints some Oklahomans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A12_CUTLIN730390

Wildfires begin to slow in state; 49 homes burn

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_12_A14_HARRAH105997

Two bills on choosing judges pass Senate
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subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A22_CUTLIN353294

Open government in Oklahoma a work in progress

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A15_Transp982281

Political Notebook
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subjectid=12&articleid=20110313_16_A12_TheTul491538

Oklahoma roll call
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Allergy season starting earlier, lasting longer

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110314_17_A9_Aparti357199

Adoptive parents decry DHS' long, intrusive process
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subjectid=11&articleid=20110313_11_A19_CUTLIN674714

Bartlett's response to allegations rebuked
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Students seeking state aid face FAFSA deadline soon
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subjectid=11&articleid=20110313_11_A14_Highsc291795

Fund from Sinclair ruling still helping River Parks Authority

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110313_11_A10_TheRiv350313

Death toll in Japan tops 10,000 amid nuclear reactor threats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20110314_13_A1_CUTLIN804942

Death toll in Japan tops 10,000 amid nuclear reactor threats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20110314_13_A1_CUTLIN804942

Obama calls for stricter enforcement of gun laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20110314_13_A4_WASHIN143169

Daily U.S. 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20110314_11_A13_USDAIL666505

Extended day a good thing for some schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20110312_19_A15_CUTLIN574512

High gasoline prices making corporate CEOs cautious

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20110313_49_E2_CUTLIN749802

Gas hits highest price in two years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20110311_49_E1_Gasoli377024

Oil: Price settles lower for fourth day after Japan quake

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20110311_49_0_NEWYOR111115

First of 550 new Boeing jobs posted; 150 positions set to be filled by year's end

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=45&articleid=20110310_45_0_Boeing874231

Mortgage rate remains below 5 percent
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subjectid=32&articleid=20110311_32_E1_Thenat215233

Foreclosures drop sharply
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=32&articleid=20110310_32_E1_tablet37823

Immigration laws are costly for state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110314_61_A7_Getout99308

County legal ads best continued in newspapers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110314_61_A7_Thesta473980

Oklahoma poverty a chronic, unaddressed problem

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110313_211_G1_CUTLIN746470

Judicial nominating process doesn't need changing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110313_214_G1_Lastwe282690

State Treasurer Ken Miller off to a good start

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110313_215_G6_CUTLIN537730

Nonpartisan elections best for county sheriffs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110312_61_A20_CUTLIN981870

Pseudoephedrine prescription requirement goes too far

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110312_61_A20_Weunde447567

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

 Wind farm bill drawing concerns

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/wind-farm-bill-drawing-concerns-energy/

 

Federal cuts could hit U.S. housing agencies

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/federal-cuts-could-hit-u-s-housing-agencies-

real-estate/

 

Oil settles lower after Japan quake, for fourth day 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/oil-settles-lower-after-japan-quake-for-fourth-

day-energy/

 

Pa.’s attempts to track gas drilling waste flawed

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/pa-%e2%80%99s-attempts-to-track-gas-drilling-
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waste-flawed-energy/

 

U.S. rig count up by 8

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/u-s-rig-count-up-by-8-energy-2/

 

Budget hawks eye energy subsidy cuts 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/budget-hawks-eye-energy/

 

Obama prepared to tap petroleum reserve

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/obama-prepared-to-tap-petroleum-reserve-

energy/

 

Heating oil use falls as prices, irritation rise 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/heating-oil-use-falls-as-prices-irritation-rise-

energy/

 

Senators scrutinize light bulb standards

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/senators-scrutinize-light-bulb-standards-energy/

 

Red Eagle: Osage will fight for sovereignty

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/red-eagle-osage-will-fight-for-sovereignty-law/

 

Community bankers prepare for costs of regulation

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/community-bankers-prepare-for-costs-of-

regulation-finance/

 

Tax cuts move people to shop in February

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/tax-cuts-move-people-to-shop-in-february-

finance/

 

Airfares going up, not just because of oil

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/11/airfares-going-up-not-just-because-of-oil-

aerospace/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

No AP stories

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar
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Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 9, 2012
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 9:22:52 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma legislative leaders pull bill that would set up health insurance exchange 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislative-leaders-pull-bill-that-would-set-up-health-

insurance-exchange/article/3655990#ixzz1od4Rhe6A

 

Oklahoma House passes bill to keep charitable payroll deduction for state employees 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-passes-bill-to-keep-charitable-payroll-

deduction-for-state-employees/article/3655867#ixzz1od0sxr23

 

Education Department slush fund money eventually went back to state of Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/education-department-slush-fund-money-eventually-went-back-

to-state-of-oklahoma/article/3655868#ixzz1od10FaUi

 

Oklahoma House approves measure to add two more agencies to state finance office

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-approves-measure-to-add-two-more-agencies-

to-state-finance-office/article/3655909#ixzz1oczIzlnd

 

Oklahoma Capitol updates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3655856

 

Group questions Oklahoma's state spending practices

http://newsok.com/group-questions-oklahomas-state-spending-

practices/article/3655957

 

Oklahoma state Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs/article/3655908

 

Oklahoma City schools receive televisions, community support from Devon Energy 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-schools-receive-televisions-community-support-

from-devon-energy/article/3655824#ixzz1ocva0equ

 

Oklahoma City seeks federal money for E.K. Gaylord Boulevard improvements 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-federal-money-for-e.k.-gaylord-boulevard-

improvements/article/3655823#ixzz1ocwDZna9

 

Moore voters keep 3 city incumbents, likely to replace a fourth 

http://newsok.com/moore-voters-keep-3-city-incumbents-likely-to-replace-a-

fourth/article/3655310#ixzz1ocwrGq9O

 

The Flaming Lips, Jackson Browne, John Mellencamp, Arlo Guthrie head all-star
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/corporation-commission-team-to-lead-

preparedness-training-exercise-general-news/

Mini-storage complex more than doubles in value

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/mini-storage-complex-more-than-doubles-in-

value-real-estate/

Northwest Oil & Gas Exploration buys downtown OKC office

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/northwest-oil-gas-exploration-buys-downtown-
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okc-office-real-estate/

Coworking collaborative OkcCoCo in rental snafu

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/coworking-collaborative-okccoco-in-rental-

snafu-real-estate/

Fourth Reading: Taxpayers need to hear the truth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/fourth-reading-taxpayers-need-to-hear-the-

truth-opinion/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Troops to come home

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x598830882/400-Oklahoma-National-Guard-

troops-to-arrive-home

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
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USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Mar. 9, 2012
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 9:22:52 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma legislative leaders pull bill that would set up health insurance exchange 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislative-leaders-pull-bill-that-would-set-up-health-

insurance-exchange/article/3655990#ixzz1od4Rhe6A

 

Oklahoma House passes bill to keep charitable payroll deduction for state employees 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-passes-bill-to-keep-charitable-payroll-

deduction-for-state-employees/article/3655867#ixzz1od0sxr23

 

Education Department slush fund money eventually went back to state of Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/education-department-slush-fund-money-eventually-went-back-

to-state-of-oklahoma/article/3655868#ixzz1od10FaUi

 

Oklahoma House approves measure to add two more agencies to state finance office

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-approves-measure-to-add-two-more-agencies-

to-state-finance-office/article/3655909#ixzz1oczIzlnd

 

Oklahoma Capitol updates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3655856

 

Group questions Oklahoma's state spending practices

http://newsok.com/group-questions-oklahomas-state-spending-

practices/article/3655957

 

Oklahoma state Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs/article/3655908

 

Oklahoma City schools receive televisions, community support from Devon Energy 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-schools-receive-televisions-community-support-

from-devon-energy/article/3655824#ixzz1ocva0equ

 

Oklahoma City seeks federal money for E.K. Gaylord Boulevard improvements 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-federal-money-for-e.k.-gaylord-boulevard-

improvements/article/3655823#ixzz1ocwDZna9

 

Moore voters keep 3 city incumbents, likely to replace a fourth 

http://newsok.com/moore-voters-keep-3-city-incumbents-likely-to-replace-a-

fourth/article/3655310#ixzz1ocwrGq9O

 

The Flaming Lips, Jackson Browne, John Mellencamp, Arlo Guthrie head all-star
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lineup at Woody Guthrie Centennial Celebration Concert in Tulsa

http://newsok.com/the-flaming-lips-jackson-browne-john-mellencamp-arlo-guthrie-

head-all-star-lineup-at-woody-guthrie-centennial-celebration-concert-in-

tulsa/article/3655423#ixzz1ocxD4bg5

 

Arlo Guthrie speaks his mind, just like his dad

http://newsok.com/arlo-guthrie-speaks-his-mind-just-like-his-

dad/article/3655422#ixzz1ocxUzoES

 

Hearing reset for Oklahoma woman in horse theft and animal cruelty case 

http://newsok.com/hearing-reset-for-oklahoma-woman-in-horse-theft-and-animal-

cruelty-case/article/3656072#ixzz1ocxkXL6n

 

Sen. Jim Inhofe featured in viral video about indicted African guerrilla leader Joseph

Kony 

http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-featured-in-viral-video-about-indicted-african-

guerrilla-leader-joseph-kony/article/3655832#ixzz1ocyZchJU

 

U.S. Senate rejects congressional approval for Keystone pipeline 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-senate-rejects-congressional-approval-for-keystone-

pipeline/article/3655850#ixzz1ocyhlYs4

 

Southwest Airlines requests spot at D.C.'s Ronald Reagan Washington National

Airport for nonstop to Will Rogers World Airport in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-

washington-national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3655851#ixzz1ocyuqiDo

 

Morning Examiner: Obamacare doomed House Dems

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-doomed-house-

dems/article/feed/357569

 

Flu sends 48 to hospitals in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/flu-sends-48-to-hospitals-in-oklahoma/article/3655994

 

Teen who brought loaded gun to Ponca City school made no threats 

http://newsok.com/teen-who-brought-loaded-gun-to-ponca-city-school-made-no-

threats/article/3655843#ixzz1od5BySHr

 

Osage Exploration trying to make its mark in Oklahoma oil play 

http://newsok.com/osage-exploration-trying-to-make-its-mark-in-oklahoma-oil-

play/article/3655839#ixzz1od5PCc00

 

Stock futures edge higher on February job gains 

http://newsok.com/stock-futures-edge-higher-on-february-job-

gains/article/feed/357584#ixzz1od5WbsqB

 

US trade deficit hits $52.6 billion in January 
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http://newsok.com/us-trade-deficit-hits-52.6-billion-in-

january/article/feed/357582#ixzz1od5gSooL

 

Economy adds 227K jobs, jobless rate unchanged

http://newsok.com/economy-adds-227k-jobs-jobless-rate-

unchanged/article/feed/357583

 

Obama keeping manufacturing focus in Virginia

http://newsok.com/obama-keeping-manufacturing-focus-in-

virginia/article/feed/357577

 

Solar storm not nearly as bad as could have been 

http://newsok.com/solar-storm-not-nearly-as-bad-as-could-have-

been/article/feed/357400#ixzz1od67Wc9j

 

Supply levels push natural gas prices down

http://newsok.com/supply-levels-push-natural-gas-prices-down/article/3655882

 

FAA forecasts airfares will continue to soar this decade 

http://newsok.com/faa-forecasts-airfares-will-continue-to-soar-this-

decade/article/3655861#ixzz1od6V1HLX

 

Fixed-rate mortgages remain a bargain

http://newsok.com/fixed-rate-mortgages-remain-a-bargain/article/3655849

 

Audit ordeal another blow to public education in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/audit-ordeal-another-blow-to-public-education-in-

oklahoma/article/3655775#ixzz1od6xdefx

 

Tax-cut debate alive in Oklahoma's neighboring states

http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-

states/article/3655774

 

More mental health beds needed in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/more-mental-health-beds-needed-in-oklahoma/article/3655773
 

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma's GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957

 

Adelson slows anti-income tax bill
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120309_16_A8_CUTLIN331155

 

House advances bill regarding state workers' charitable gifts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A8_OKLAHO144466

 

Oklahoma Department of Education slush funds depleted, closed in 2011

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120309_16_A8_OKLAHO601260

 

Tulsa mayor seeks new opportunities for River Parks district

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120309_11_A1_CUTLIN904486

 

Romney heads South into evangelical states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_688_0_hrimgs238546

 

EMSA information unclear, Tulsa councilors say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=699&articleid=20120309_11_A1_ULNSMA188515

 

Tulsa sisters' Santorum song big hit on YouTube

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_16_A9_CUTLIN477956

 

Tulsa sees sales-tax revenue increase for seventh-straight month

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120309_11_A13_Tulsas475540

 

Timothy Shaun Stemple's family asks governor to stop execution

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_11_A13_ULNSaa255350

 

Tulsa City Council notebook: Changes to council districts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120309_11_A5_bChang866058

 

House passes bipartisan bill to help startups

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120309_13_A5_WASHIN458629

 

Contracts awarded for turnpikes in Tulsa, Oklahoma City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120309_16_A8_OKLAHO347000

 

Inhofe has role in film aimed at Ugandan militant's ouster
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A9_WSIGOe600142

 

On-the-job photos can cross the line for Oklahoma City first responders

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120309_12_0_OKLAHO663845

 

OSU teams ready unmanned planes for competition

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120309_330_0_STILLW901660

 

Sallisaw doctor surrenders medical license for pre-signing prescriptions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120309_12_0_Amedic263090

 

Judgment grows as Rogers County explores options

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_12_A11_CLAREM470359

 

Jenks food bank volunteers raise money for larger facility

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_19_A9_CUTLIN599152

 

400 Oklahoma Guard soldiers to return to state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120309_11_A7_AotOlh309548

 

Woman killed while fighting off car thief

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_450_0_Ayearo932437

 

Officers in Tulsa County Courthouse shooting followed training, officials say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120309_11_A1_CUTLIN540661

 

Tulsa's Oasis Adult Day Center moves to new site after 16 years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_11_A11_CUTLIN132782

 

Tulsa County's newest district judge sworn in

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A11_CUTLIN429280

 

Two new defendants named to Tulsa sex-trafficking case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A13_Newdef779914

 

Skiatook man given two years in oxycodone case
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A13_ASitoa664520

 

Editorial: Response to courthouse shooting quick, effective

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120309_61_A14_Somequ76244

 

Editorial: Tulsans have suggestions about new park addition

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120309_61_A14_Itisen871734
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Tax credits the talk of Capitol

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tax-credits-the-talk-of-capitol-capitol/

Sign of the times

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/okc-council-to-consider-demolition-of-jewel-

theater-real-estate/

Tulsa to change water treatment chemical

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tulsa-to-change-water-treatment-chemical-

general-news/

Two Okla. entrepreneurs headed to Mexico for trade show

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/two-okla-entrepreneurs-headed-to-mexico-for-

trade-show-general-news/

My Fit Foods plots stores in Tulsa, OKC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/my-fit-foods-plots-stores-in-tulsa-okc-real-

estate/

Garth Brooks sells Edmond land to developer

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/garth-brooks-sells-edmond-land-to-developer-

real-estate/

Corporation Commission team to lead disaster preparedness training exercise

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/corporation-commission-team-to-lead-

preparedness-training-exercise-general-news/

Mini-storage complex more than doubles in value

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/mini-storage-complex-more-than-doubles-in-

value-real-estate/

Northwest Oil & Gas Exploration buys downtown OKC office

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/northwest-oil-gas-exploration-buys-downtown-
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okc-office-real-estate/

Coworking collaborative OkcCoCo in rental snafu

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/coworking-collaborative-okccoco-in-rental-

snafu-real-estate/

Fourth Reading: Taxpayers need to hear the truth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/fourth-reading-taxpayers-need-to-hear-the-

truth-opinion/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Troops to come home

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x598830882/400-Oklahoma-National-Guard-

troops-to-arrive-home

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
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USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Jennifer Brock
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 30-July 2, 2012
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:09:47 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing complaints 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-

complaints/article/3688769#ixzz1zTM57I00

 

Oklahoma's Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-capitol-other-state-buildings-become-tobacco-free-

sunday/article/3688941#ixzz1zTP959Kb

 

Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol's paintings, experts say 

http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-oklahoma-capitols-paintings-experts-

say/article/3689223#ixzz1zTL4szIq

 

Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-

bill/article/3688751#ixzz1zTMb49ts

 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs, June 30

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs-june-30/article/3688803

 

Man says murder confession was 'coerced' by Montana police 

http://newsok.com/man-says-murder-confession-was-coerced-by-montana-

police/article/3688926#ixzz1zTRB65wW

 

Judge closes attorney's perjury case from public view 

http://newsok.com/judge-closes-attorneys-perjury-case-from-public-

view/article/3689166#ixzz1zTPOHyB0

 

Top drug ring suspects were caught near Tecumseh High School 

http://newsok.com/top-drug-ring-suspects-were-caught-near-tecumseh-high-

school/article/3688788#ixzz1zTPq0TFG

 

Dozens of sex offenders may have to leave trailer park ministry 

http://newsok.com/dozens-of-sex-offenders-may-have-to-leave-trailer-park-

ministry/article/3688988#ixzz1zTR15oSf

 

Former Sapulpa coach charged with sex crimes

http://newsok.com/former-sapulpa-coach-charged-with-sex-crimes/article/3689328

 

Oklahoma man featured on “America's Most Wanted” gets 25-year term in sex case 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-man-featured-on-americas-most-wanted-gets-25-year-
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term-in-sex-case/article/3689028#ixzz1zTPd9lgw

 

Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows

http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-

flows/article/3689222#ixzz1zTLPZP1i

 

Oklahoma City councilman questions dedicated zoo funding

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-councilman-questions-dedicated-zoo-

funding/article/3689227

 

Zoo funding in regional cities

http://newsok.com/zoo-funding-in-regional-cities/article/3689228?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Edmond native one of first women to graduate West Point 

http://newsok.com/edmond-native-one-of-first-women-to-graduate-west-

point/article/3688919#ixzz1zTLmvCpn

 

Holocaust tour brings together students, veterans and survivors 

http://newsok.com/holocaust-tour-brings-together-students-veterans-and-

survivors/article/3689155#ixzz1zTMzgETq

 

New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees 

http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-

employees/article/3689046#ixzz1zTLwTvIs

 

State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site 

http://newsok.com/state-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-

site/article/3688925#ixzz1zTQMNb5y

 

Oklahoma Agricultural Department program gives starting farmers a helping hand 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-

farmers-a-helping-hand/article/3689218#ixzz1zTQqNxbx

 

High court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-

oklahoma/article/3688620#ixzz1zTND7rV1

 

Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-

exchange/article/3688629#ixzz1zTNLoAUE

Oklahoma education group doesn't make grade in trying to sway campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-

campaigns/article/3688619#ixzz1zTNeemHa

ScissorTales: Oklahoma Southern Baptists answer the call when disasters hit 

http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-southern-baptists-answer-the-call-when-

disasters-hit/article/3688611#ixzz1zTNshzMP

Real tax credit reform would benefit all taxpayers 
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Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC

http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
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http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/
http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/


http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Jennifer Brock
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 30-July 2, 2012
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:09:47 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing complaints 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-

complaints/article/3688769#ixzz1zTM57I00

 

Oklahoma's Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-capitol-other-state-buildings-become-tobacco-free-

sunday/article/3688941#ixzz1zTP959Kb

 

Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol's paintings, experts say 

http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-oklahoma-capitols-paintings-experts-

say/article/3689223#ixzz1zTL4szIq

 

Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-

bill/article/3688751#ixzz1zTMb49ts

 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs, June 30

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs-june-30/article/3688803

 

Man says murder confession was 'coerced' by Montana police 

http://newsok.com/man-says-murder-confession-was-coerced-by-montana-

police/article/3688926#ixzz1zTRB65wW

 

Judge closes attorney's perjury case from public view 

http://newsok.com/judge-closes-attorneys-perjury-case-from-public-

view/article/3689166#ixzz1zTPOHyB0

 

Top drug ring suspects were caught near Tecumseh High School 

http://newsok.com/top-drug-ring-suspects-were-caught-near-tecumseh-high-

school/article/3688788#ixzz1zTPq0TFG

 

Dozens of sex offenders may have to leave trailer park ministry 

http://newsok.com/dozens-of-sex-offenders-may-have-to-leave-trailer-park-

ministry/article/3688988#ixzz1zTR15oSf

 

Former Sapulpa coach charged with sex crimes

http://newsok.com/former-sapulpa-coach-charged-with-sex-crimes/article/3689328

 

Oklahoma man featured on “America's Most Wanted” gets 25-year term in sex case 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-man-featured-on-americas-most-wanted-gets-25-year-
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term-in-sex-case/article/3689028#ixzz1zTPd9lgw

 

Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows

http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-

flows/article/3689222#ixzz1zTLPZP1i

 

Oklahoma City councilman questions dedicated zoo funding

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-councilman-questions-dedicated-zoo-

funding/article/3689227

 

Zoo funding in regional cities

http://newsok.com/zoo-funding-in-regional-cities/article/3689228?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Edmond native one of first women to graduate West Point 

http://newsok.com/edmond-native-one-of-first-women-to-graduate-west-

point/article/3688919#ixzz1zTLmvCpn

 

Holocaust tour brings together students, veterans and survivors 

http://newsok.com/holocaust-tour-brings-together-students-veterans-and-

survivors/article/3689155#ixzz1zTMzgETq

 

New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees 

http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-

employees/article/3689046#ixzz1zTLwTvIs

 

State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site 

http://newsok.com/state-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-

site/article/3688925#ixzz1zTQMNb5y

 

Oklahoma Agricultural Department program gives starting farmers a helping hand 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-

farmers-a-helping-hand/article/3689218#ixzz1zTQqNxbx

 

High court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-

oklahoma/article/3688620#ixzz1zTND7rV1

 

Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-

exchange/article/3688629#ixzz1zTNLoAUE

Oklahoma education group doesn't make grade in trying to sway campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-

campaigns/article/3688619#ixzz1zTNeemHa

ScissorTales: Oklahoma Southern Baptists answer the call when disasters hit 

http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-southern-baptists-answer-the-call-when-

disasters-hit/article/3688611#ixzz1zTNshzMP

Real tax credit reform would benefit all taxpayers 
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http://newsok.com/real-tax-credit-reform-would-benefit-all-

taxpayers/article/3688622#ixzz1zTO0Zgm9

As details of Sandusky case fade, the lessons must be remembered 

http://newsok.com/as-details-of-sandusky-case-fade-the-lessons-must-be-

remembered/article/3688630#ixzz1zTO88lTX
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Homeowners say some banks still a stumbling block on refinancing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN80950

Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463

Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976

Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation continues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141

Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886

Light from state Capitol dome windows is damaging artwork

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A8_CUTLIN547178

Rivers in Oklahoma running low

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_12_A15_CUTLIN929479

Tulsans represent key areas of debate over health-care law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN298773

Super PACs get Tulsans' cash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338

City prepares for high water use

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN1121

http://newsok.com/real-tax-credit-reform-would-benefit-all-taxpayers/article/3688622#ixzz1zTO0Zgm9
http://newsok.com/real-tax-credit-reform-would-benefit-all-taxpayers/article/3688622#ixzz1zTO0Zgm9
http://newsok.com/as-details-of-sandusky-case-fade-the-lessons-must-be-remembered/article/3688630#ixzz1zTO88lTX
http://newsok.com/as-details-of-sandusky-case-fade-the-lessons-must-be-remembered/article/3688630#ixzz1zTO88lTX
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN80950
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN80950
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A8_CUTLIN547178
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A8_CUTLIN547178
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_12_A15_CUTLIN929479
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_12_A15_CUTLIN929479
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN298773
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN298773
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=100&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN1121
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=100&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN1121


New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177

Troops of 120th ready for deployment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A13_CUTLIN594206

Affordable Care Act questions and answers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132

Oklahoma Hall of Fame presenters named

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A15_CUTLIN418238

Owasso gives itself high marks for most categories

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_12_A16_ULNSbR700475

Sex offenders in OKC trailer colony have to find new homes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A20_CUTLIN127156

Holiday weekend brings rise in road fatalities

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A2_CUTLIN491856

Oklahoma Candidates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120701_688_A8_Alooka88532

Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A8_WSIGOe265806

Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin... Wayne Pettigrew...

Dan Boren

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900

Review: Changes needed in National Guard, Reserve pay

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_0_WASHIN430234

White House calls health-care mandate a penalty, not a tax

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A13_CUTLIN594206
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A13_CUTLIN594206
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A15_CUTLIN418238
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A15_CUTLIN418238
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_12_A16_ULNSbR700475
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_12_A16_ULNSbR700475
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A20_CUTLIN127156
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A20_CUTLIN127156
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A2_CUTLIN491856
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A2_CUTLIN491856
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120701_688_A8_Alooka88532
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120701_688_A8_Alooka88532
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A8_WSIGOe265806
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A8_WSIGOe265806
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_0_WASHIN430234
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_0_WASHIN430234
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077


subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077

Daily U.S. Casualties

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_11_A6_bAfgha776654

Students' loan relief only good for one year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_11_A21_Congre527958

Excerpts from health-care rulings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A11_Herear166535

For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082

Districts call law unconstitutional

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120630_19_A15_AnOkla524216

Oklahoma CareerTech student info published inadvertently

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120630_19_A17_Dataco587681

Two denied diploma appeals cases divide state panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A11_ULNSbd954282

GOP candidates in Oklahoma's 2nd district want to see health care act repealed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120630_16_A1_ULNSrn209193

Concussion lawsuits are next big US litigation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120630_17_0_LOSANG62472

Food inflation data shows stabilization for prices of most items

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=47&articleid=20120701_46_E1_ULNSht285770

Stocks: Market mixed in early trading

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_51_0_NEWYOR212898

Oil: Price falls below $84 amid waning EU euphoria

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_501_0_Thepri172644
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Grocery-store wine-sales measure advances

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398

Hardesdy, Gilcrease centers more good news for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_Itwaso175077

Editorial: State leaders still resisting compliance with 'Obamacare'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243

How much more public money needs to be spent on Indian Cultural Center?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436

Federal government vs. PSA testing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=65&articleid=20120624_222_G3_TheUni627415

Instant economic development for Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120701_215_G1_Oklaho545735

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

U.S. consumer spending and wages flat in May

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/u-s-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-may-

general-news/

 

Hubcap Alley property owners seek fair compensation for relocation

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/hubcap-alley-property-owners-seek-fair-

compensation-for-relocation-real-estate/

 

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/lawmakers-consider-next-move-for-museum-

capitol/

 

Osage Manhattan to build two casinos

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/osage-manhattan-to-build-two-casinos-real-

estate/

 

Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-

energy/

 

Oil soars 9 pct. as Europe moves to tackle crisis
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/oil-soars-9-pct-as-europe-moves-to-tackle-

crisis-energy/

 

Oklahoma rig count up by 10 to 200

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/oklahoma-rig-count-up-by-10-to-200-energy/

 

Court: Lawyers not responsible for fraud by client

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/court-lawyers-not-responsible-for-fraud-by-

client-energy/

 

Law students to study health care ruling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-law/

 

New War Veterans Commission members take on challenges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-capitol/

 

Okla. Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/okla-supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-

petition-law/

 

World markets surge after Europe finds rescue plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/world-markets-surge-after-europe-finds-rescue-

plan-finance/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Okla. prisons struggle to maintain staffing levels

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1395106372/Okla-prisons-struggle-to-

maintain-staffing-levels

 

Unit prepares for deployment

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118586/Unit-prepares-for-deployment

 

State liquor retailers prepare for wine fight

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118604/State-liquor-retailers-prepare-for-

wine-fight

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1058724812/Lawmakers-consider-next-

move-for-museum

 

State court upholds wine initiative petition

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1058724179/State-court-upholds-wine-

initiative-petition
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Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC

http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/
http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/


http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 29, 2012
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 9:54:47 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Health care ruling: Young Oklahomans relieved by health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-young-oklahomans-relieved-by-health-care-

ruling/article/3688399#ixzz1zBoFboU6

Keystone pipeline is cleared for construction in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/keystone-pipeline-is-cleared-for-construction-in-

oklahoma/article/3688391#ixzz1zBokZrFz

Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court's decision on health care law 

http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-the-u.s.-supreme-courts-decision-on-health-care-

law/article/3688534#ixzz1zBpKJUvl

Oklahoma chosen as test site for drones

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-chosen-as-test-site-for-drones/article/3688386

Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study implications

of the high court decision 

http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-

to-study-implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400#ixzz1zBpi4Aqt

Construction halts on American Indian Cultural Center in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/construction-halts-on-american-indian-cultural-center-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3688262#ixzz1zBppA3tn

High court upholds key part of Obama health law 

http://newsok.com/high-court-upholds-key-part-of-obama-health-

law/article/3688255#ixzz1zBq2wOk2

Health Care: Oklahoma politicians express disappointment with Supreme Court ruling

on Affordable Care Act 

http://newsok.com/health-care-oklahoma-politicians-express-disappointment-with-

supreme-court-ruling-on-affordable-care-act/article/3688257#ixzz1zBq9SOlP

 

A look at the federal health care law in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/a-look-at-the-federal-health-care-law-in-

oklahoma/article/3688256#ixzz1zBqFpjsv

Consumers, labor groups laud, lament Supreme Court’s decision on health reform

law 

http://newsok.com/consumers-labor-groups-laud-lament-supreme-courts-decision-
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on-health-reform-law/article/3688479#ixzz1zBqq3u1r

Other MAPS 3 Citizen Advisory Board meeting action 

http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-

action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod

Oklahoma education advocates demand privacy for waiver candidates 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-

candidates/article/3688379#ixzz1zBndKFOc

By the numbers: Oklahoma Board of Education graduation appeal results 

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-

appeal-results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9

Oklahoma Board of Education grants three more diplomas 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-education-grants-three-more-

diplomas/article/3688377#ixzz1zBnzbVTf

Domestic abuse doubles among Oklahoma City's homeless population 

http://newsok.com/domestic-abuse-doubles-among-oklahoma-citys-homeless-

population/article/3688372#ixzz1zBo7MnhL

Oklahoma provides model for other states with new fuel rules for electricity generation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-

for-electricity-generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK

Weather alerts coming soon to smartphone near you 

http://newsok.com/weather-alerts-coming-soon-to-smartphone-near-

you/article/3688397#ixzz1zBqwNEqA

Hospital stocks jump after court’s health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-

ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ

Congress poised to act on highways, student loans 

http://newsok.com/congress-poised-to-act-on-highways-student-

loans/article/feed/398973#ixzz1zBrAllNZ

More changes coming as Obamacare phases in

http://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-obamacare-phases-

in/article/feed/399017

US consumer spending and wages flat in May 

http://newsok.com/us-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-

may/article/feed/399007#ixzz1zBrO6ySb

Stocks rally as Europe unveils crisis plans

http://newsok.com/consumers-labor-groups-laud-lament-supreme-courts-decision-on-health-reform-law/article/3688479#ixzz1zBqq3u1r
http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod
http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-candidates/article/3688379#ixzz1zBndKFOc
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-candidates/article/3688379#ixzz1zBndKFOc
http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-appeal-results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9
http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-appeal-results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-education-grants-three-more-diplomas/article/3688377#ixzz1zBnzbVTf
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-education-grants-three-more-diplomas/article/3688377#ixzz1zBnzbVTf
http://newsok.com/domestic-abuse-doubles-among-oklahoma-citys-homeless-population/article/3688372#ixzz1zBo7MnhL
http://newsok.com/domestic-abuse-doubles-among-oklahoma-citys-homeless-population/article/3688372#ixzz1zBo7MnhL
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-for-electricity-generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-for-electricity-generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK
http://newsok.com/weather-alerts-coming-soon-to-smartphone-near-you/article/3688397#ixzz1zBqwNEqA
http://newsok.com/weather-alerts-coming-soon-to-smartphone-near-you/article/3688397#ixzz1zBqwNEqA
http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ
http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ
http://newsok.com/congress-poised-to-act-on-highways-student-loans/article/feed/398973#ixzz1zBrAllNZ
http://newsok.com/congress-poised-to-act-on-highways-student-loans/article/feed/398973#ixzz1zBrAllNZ
http://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-obamacare-phases-in/article/feed/399017
http://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-obamacare-phases-in/article/feed/399017
http://newsok.com/us-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-may/article/feed/399007#ixzz1zBrO6ySb
http://newsok.com/us-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-may/article/feed/399007#ixzz1zBrO6ySb


http://newsok.com/stocks-rally-as-europe-unveils-crisis-plans/article/feed/399016

Oil jumps to above $80 after EU deal on banks 

http://newsok.com/oil-jumps-to-above-80-after-eu-deal-on-

banks/article/feed/398929#ixzz1zBreqEtT

Cybercrime disclosures rare despite new SEC rule

http://newsok.com/cybercrime-disclosures-rare-despite-new-sec-

rule/article/feed/398959

Analysis: GOP sees tax opening in Obama court win 

http://newsok.com/analysis-gop-sees-tax-opening-in-obama-court-

win/article/feed/398970#ixzz1zBrwnzkt

Coverage for most Americans, a scramble for states 

http://newsok.com/coverage-for-most-americans-a-scramble-for-

states/article/feed/398630#ixzz1zBs2Odcz

Q&A: What does the health care law mean for you? 

http://newsok.com/qa-what-does-the-health-care-law-mean-for-

you/article/feed/398967#ixzz1zBs9sJeX

Obama student loan plan nearing end

http://newsok.com/obama-student-loan-plan-nearing-end/article/feed/398952

 

Winners and losers in high court health law ruling 

http://newsok.com/winners-and-losers-in-high-court-health-law-

ruling/article/feed/398958#ixzz1zBsQoBfa

Save money by checking gas prices before you travel 

http://newsok.com/save-money-by-checking-gas-prices-before-you-

travel/article/3688389#ixzz1zBsYe2ac

The Oklahoma City Zoological Trust set to choose new amphitheater operator 

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoma-city-zoological-trust-set-to-choose-new-

amphitheater-operator/article/3688390#ixzz1zBsfQteM

Oklahoma City Economic Development Trust approves $1.1 million in assistance for

renovation of Osler Building into hotel 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-economic-development-trust-approves-1.1-million-

in-assistance-for-renovation-of-osler-building-into-

hotel/article/3688392#ixzz1zBsm51jY

Monthly service charge to rise for most Oklahoma Natural Gas customers 

http://newsok.com/monthly-service-charge-to-rise-for-most-oklahoma-natural-gas-

customers/article/3688387#ixzz1zBstxNIs

Oklahoma Natural Gas customers to see higher monthly charges 

http://newsok.com/stocks-rally-as-europe-unveils-crisis-plans/article/feed/399016
http://newsok.com/oil-jumps-to-above-80-after-eu-deal-on-banks/article/feed/398929#ixzz1zBreqEtT
http://newsok.com/oil-jumps-to-above-80-after-eu-deal-on-banks/article/feed/398929#ixzz1zBreqEtT
http://newsok.com/cybercrime-disclosures-rare-despite-new-sec-rule/article/feed/398959
http://newsok.com/cybercrime-disclosures-rare-despite-new-sec-rule/article/feed/398959
http://newsok.com/analysis-gop-sees-tax-opening-in-obama-court-win/article/feed/398970#ixzz1zBrwnzkt
http://newsok.com/analysis-gop-sees-tax-opening-in-obama-court-win/article/feed/398970#ixzz1zBrwnzkt
http://newsok.com/coverage-for-most-americans-a-scramble-for-states/article/feed/398630#ixzz1zBs2Odcz
http://newsok.com/coverage-for-most-americans-a-scramble-for-states/article/feed/398630#ixzz1zBs2Odcz
http://newsok.com/qa-what-does-the-health-care-law-mean-for-you/article/feed/398967#ixzz1zBs9sJeX
http://newsok.com/qa-what-does-the-health-care-law-mean-for-you/article/feed/398967#ixzz1zBs9sJeX
http://newsok.com/obama-student-loan-plan-nearing-end/article/feed/398952
http://newsok.com/winners-and-losers-in-high-court-health-law-ruling/article/feed/398958#ixzz1zBsQoBfa
http://newsok.com/winners-and-losers-in-high-court-health-law-ruling/article/feed/398958#ixzz1zBsQoBfa
http://newsok.com/save-money-by-checking-gas-prices-before-you-travel/article/3688389#ixzz1zBsYe2ac
http://newsok.com/save-money-by-checking-gas-prices-before-you-travel/article/3688389#ixzz1zBsYe2ac
http://newsok.com/the-oklahoma-city-zoological-trust-set-to-choose-new-amphitheater-operator/article/3688390#ixzz1zBsfQteM
http://newsok.com/the-oklahoma-city-zoological-trust-set-to-choose-new-amphitheater-operator/article/3688390#ixzz1zBsfQteM
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-economic-development-trust-approves-1.1-million-in-assistance-for-renovation-of-osler-building-into-hotel/article/3688392#ixzz1zBsm51jY
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-economic-development-trust-approves-1.1-million-in-assistance-for-renovation-of-osler-building-into-hotel/article/3688392#ixzz1zBsm51jY
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-economic-development-trust-approves-1.1-million-in-assistance-for-renovation-of-osler-building-into-hotel/article/3688392#ixzz1zBsm51jY
http://newsok.com/monthly-service-charge-to-rise-for-most-oklahoma-natural-gas-customers/article/3688387#ixzz1zBstxNIs
http://newsok.com/monthly-service-charge-to-rise-for-most-oklahoma-natural-gas-customers/article/3688387#ixzz1zBstxNIs


http://newsok.com/oklahoma-natural-gas-customers-to-see-higher-monthly-

charges/article/3688264#ixzz1zBt4Ikew

High court ruling benefits most health care firms 

http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-benefits-most-health-care-

firms/article/feed/398600#ixzz1zBtJHVbF

Despite state tea party efforts, incumbents fared well in Oklahoma elections 

http://newsok.com/despite-state-tea-party-efforts-incumbents-fared-well-in-

oklahoma-elections/article/3688039#ixzz1zBtVSedO

Obamacare ruling means taxes will go up

http://newsok.com/obamacare-ruling-means-taxes-will-go-up/article/3688346

 

Green lobby castigates OG&E's litigation over EPA policy 

http://newsok.com/green-lobby-castigates-oges-litigation-over-epa-

policy/article/3688345#ixzz1zBtlYwoM

New federal highway bill offers improvement

http://newsok.com/new-federal-highway-bill-offers-improvement/article/3688344

 

Community colleges play vital role in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/community-colleges-play-vital-role-in-oklahoma/article/3688348
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma Gov. Fallin plans no special session on the health-care law ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_CUTLIN856203

 

Health act upheld

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120629_16_A1_ULNSup256136

 

Grocery store wine-sales proponents win ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_OKLAHO861855

 

Construction on half-built American Indian Cultural Center and Museum to halt

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078

 

Congress poised to act on highways, student loans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_WASHIN142544

 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-natural-gas-customers-to-see-higher-monthly-charges/article/3688264#ixzz1zBt4Ikew
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-natural-gas-customers-to-see-higher-monthly-charges/article/3688264#ixzz1zBt4Ikew
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-benefits-most-health-care-firms/article/feed/398600#ixzz1zBtJHVbF
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-benefits-most-health-care-firms/article/feed/398600#ixzz1zBtJHVbF
http://newsok.com/despite-state-tea-party-efforts-incumbents-fared-well-in-oklahoma-elections/article/3688039#ixzz1zBtVSedO
http://newsok.com/despite-state-tea-party-efforts-incumbents-fared-well-in-oklahoma-elections/article/3688039#ixzz1zBtVSedO
http://newsok.com/obamacare-ruling-means-taxes-will-go-up/article/3688346
http://newsok.com/green-lobby-castigates-oges-litigation-over-epa-policy/article/3688345#ixzz1zBtlYwoM
http://newsok.com/green-lobby-castigates-oges-litigation-over-epa-policy/article/3688345#ixzz1zBtlYwoM
http://newsok.com/new-federal-highway-bill-offers-improvement/article/3688344
http://newsok.com/community-colleges-play-vital-role-in-oklahoma/article/3688348
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_CUTLIN856203
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_CUTLIN856203
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120629_16_A1_ULNSup256136
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120629_16_A1_ULNSup256136
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_OKLAHO861855
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_OKLAHO861855
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_WASHIN142544
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_WASHIN142544


Questions answered on Affordable Care Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A9_CUTLIN41233

 

Fallin announces selection in unmanned aircraft research worth at least $1.4 million

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005

 

House votes to hold attorney general in contempt

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_CUTLIN716214

 

Chief Justice Roberts delivers surprise in health ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_CUTLIN56880

 

31 trainees ID'd as victims in Air Force sex scandal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A18_CUTLIN349666

 

Supreme Court rejects 'Stolen Valor' law, says lying about military honors isn't a crime

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_WASHIN565802

 

Supreme Court notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_hPolit110584

 

Talihina man bound over for trial on murder charge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_POTEAU932196

 

Family rallies to find missing Kingfisher woman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_KINGFI481751

 

Felon jailed for assault claims he was jumped by gang members in Edmond

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_EDMOND109289

 

More than 100 fish die in northern Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_NSoant311336

 

Funeral services for Jenks police officer set

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_12_A13_CUTLIN905137

 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A9_CUTLIN41233
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A9_CUTLIN41233
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_CUTLIN716214
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_CUTLIN716214
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_CUTLIN56880
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_CUTLIN56880
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A18_CUTLIN349666
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A18_CUTLIN349666
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_WASHIN565802
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_WASHIN565802
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_hPolit110584
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_hPolit110584
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_POTEAU932196
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_POTEAU932196
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_KINGFI481751
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_KINGFI481751
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_EDMOND109289
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_EDMOND109289
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_NSoant311336
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_NSoant311336
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_12_A13_CUTLIN905137
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_12_A13_CUTLIN905137


Rogers County's new sales tax takes effect Oct. 1

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_12_A13_CLAREM427036

 

Tribal leaders say Tulsa's Mayor is targeting Indian groups with fireworks threat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A1_ULNStp857203

 

Boys learn skills at annual Sheriff's Boy Scout Camp

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A11_CUTLIN571634

 

Two denied diploma appeals cases divide state panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A11_ULNSbd954282

 

EMSA TotalCare utility fee opt-out deadline looms

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=699&articleid=20120629_11_A13_ULNSra228043

 

Tulsa's 11th fire chief sworn into office

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A14_CUTLIN395880

 

New sentence is given in killing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120629_14_A14_CUTLIN887202

 

Man who found son dead gets probation in child-neglect case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120629_14_A14_CUTLIN697963

 

Tulsa Superintendent Keith Ballard receives $25,000 performance bonus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A13_CUTLIN172131

 

Editorial: Oklahoma faces tough problem after 'Obamacare' upheld

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120629_61_A16_CUTLIN847212

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

One Place developers buy two neighboring buildings

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/one-place-developers-buy-two-neighboring-

buildings-real-estate/

 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_12_A13_CLAREM427036
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_12_A13_CLAREM427036
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A1_ULNStp857203
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A1_ULNStp857203
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A11_CUTLIN571634
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A11_CUTLIN571634
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A11_ULNSbd954282
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A11_ULNSbd954282
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=699&articleid=20120629_11_A13_ULNSra228043
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=699&articleid=20120629_11_A13_ULNSra228043
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A14_CUTLIN395880
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A14_CUTLIN395880
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120629_14_A14_CUTLIN887202
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120629_14_A14_CUTLIN887202
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120629_14_A14_CUTLIN697963
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120629_14_A14_CUTLIN697963
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A13_CUTLIN172131
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A13_CUTLIN172131
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120629_61_A16_CUTLIN847212
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120629_61_A16_CUTLIN847212
http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/one-place-developers-buy-two-neighboring-buildings-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/one-place-developers-buy-two-neighboring-buildings-real-estate/


Environmentalists: Gas industry got inside info from N.Y. DEC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-

from-n-y-dec-energy/

 

Mediation continues in Sardis case

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/mediation-continues-in-sardis-case-law/

 

Geologist: Sardis lawsuit slowing lake development

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/geologist-sardis-lawsuit-slowing-lake-

development-law/

 

OHCA official: CNAs needed in rural Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ohca-official-cnas-needed-in-rural-okla-health-

care/

 

Indian museum suspends construction

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/indian-museum-suspends-construction-capitol/

 

OKC’s Lightning Creek apartment, retail complex sold for $3.85M

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okc%e2%80%99s-lightning-creek-apartment-

retail-complex-sold-for-3-85m-real-estate/

 

CEO: Explorer Pipeline ready for industry changes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ceo-explorer-pipeline-ready-for-industry-

changes-energy/

 

Okla. rises to third in per-capita gambling revenue

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okla-rises-to-third-in-per-capita-gambling-

revenue-finance/

 

Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition-

law/

 

Fourth Reading: Shutting the door on Randy Terrill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/fourth-reading-shutting-the-door-on-randy-terrill-

opinion/

 

Free Market Friday: Lessons from voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/free-market-friday-lessons-from-voters-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Oklahoma Indian museum suspends construction

 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-from-n-y-dec-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-from-n-y-dec-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/mediation-continues-in-sardis-case-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/geologist-sardis-lawsuit-slowing-lake-development-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/geologist-sardis-lawsuit-slowing-lake-development-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ohca-official-cnas-needed-in-rural-okla-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ohca-official-cnas-needed-in-rural-okla-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/indian-museum-suspends-construction-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okc%e2%80%99s-lightning-creek-apartment-retail-complex-sold-for-3-85m-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okc%e2%80%99s-lightning-creek-apartment-retail-complex-sold-for-3-85m-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ceo-explorer-pipeline-ready-for-industry-changes-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ceo-explorer-pipeline-ready-for-industry-changes-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okla-rises-to-third-in-per-capita-gambling-revenue-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okla-rises-to-third-in-per-capita-gambling-revenue-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/fourth-reading-shutting-the-door-on-randy-terrill-opinion/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/fourth-reading-shutting-the-door-on-randy-terrill-opinion/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/free-market-friday-lessons-from-voters-opinion/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1058724165/Oklahoma-Indian-museum-suspends-construction


State court upholds wine initiative petition
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
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http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
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FOX-25 TV
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KOTV-6 Tulsa
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Health care ruling: Young Oklahomans relieved by health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-young-oklahomans-relieved-by-health-care-

ruling/article/3688399#ixzz1zBoFboU6

Keystone pipeline is cleared for construction in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/keystone-pipeline-is-cleared-for-construction-in-

oklahoma/article/3688391#ixzz1zBokZrFz

Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court's decision on health care law 

http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-the-u.s.-supreme-courts-decision-on-health-care-

law/article/3688534#ixzz1zBpKJUvl

Oklahoma chosen as test site for drones

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-chosen-as-test-site-for-drones/article/3688386

Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study implications

of the high court decision 

http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-

to-study-implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400#ixzz1zBpi4Aqt

Construction halts on American Indian Cultural Center in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/construction-halts-on-american-indian-cultural-center-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3688262#ixzz1zBppA3tn

High court upholds key part of Obama health law 

http://newsok.com/high-court-upholds-key-part-of-obama-health-

law/article/3688255#ixzz1zBq2wOk2

Health Care: Oklahoma politicians express disappointment with Supreme Court ruling

on Affordable Care Act 

http://newsok.com/health-care-oklahoma-politicians-express-disappointment-with-

supreme-court-ruling-on-affordable-care-act/article/3688257#ixzz1zBq9SOlP

 

A look at the federal health care law in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/a-look-at-the-federal-health-care-law-in-

oklahoma/article/3688256#ixzz1zBqFpjsv

Consumers, labor groups laud, lament Supreme Court’s decision on health reform

law 

http://newsok.com/consumers-labor-groups-laud-lament-supreme-courts-decision-
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on-health-reform-law/article/3688479#ixzz1zBqq3u1r

Other MAPS 3 Citizen Advisory Board meeting action 

http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-

action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod

Oklahoma education advocates demand privacy for waiver candidates 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-

candidates/article/3688379#ixzz1zBndKFOc

By the numbers: Oklahoma Board of Education graduation appeal results 

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-

appeal-results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9

Oklahoma Board of Education grants three more diplomas 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-education-grants-three-more-

diplomas/article/3688377#ixzz1zBnzbVTf

Domestic abuse doubles among Oklahoma City's homeless population 

http://newsok.com/domestic-abuse-doubles-among-oklahoma-citys-homeless-

population/article/3688372#ixzz1zBo7MnhL

Oklahoma provides model for other states with new fuel rules for electricity generation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-

for-electricity-generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK

Weather alerts coming soon to smartphone near you 

http://newsok.com/weather-alerts-coming-soon-to-smartphone-near-

you/article/3688397#ixzz1zBqwNEqA

Hospital stocks jump after court’s health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-

ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ

Congress poised to act on highways, student loans 

http://newsok.com/congress-poised-to-act-on-highways-student-

loans/article/feed/398973#ixzz1zBrAllNZ

More changes coming as Obamacare phases in

http://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-obamacare-phases-

in/article/feed/399017

US consumer spending and wages flat in May 

http://newsok.com/us-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-

may/article/feed/399007#ixzz1zBrO6ySb

Stocks rally as Europe unveils crisis plans
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http://newsok.com/stocks-rally-as-europe-unveils-crisis-plans/article/feed/399016

Oil jumps to above $80 after EU deal on banks 

http://newsok.com/oil-jumps-to-above-80-after-eu-deal-on-

banks/article/feed/398929#ixzz1zBreqEtT

Cybercrime disclosures rare despite new SEC rule

http://newsok.com/cybercrime-disclosures-rare-despite-new-sec-

rule/article/feed/398959

Analysis: GOP sees tax opening in Obama court win 

http://newsok.com/analysis-gop-sees-tax-opening-in-obama-court-

win/article/feed/398970#ixzz1zBrwnzkt

Coverage for most Americans, a scramble for states 

http://newsok.com/coverage-for-most-americans-a-scramble-for-

states/article/feed/398630#ixzz1zBs2Odcz

Q&A: What does the health care law mean for you? 

http://newsok.com/qa-what-does-the-health-care-law-mean-for-

you/article/feed/398967#ixzz1zBs9sJeX

Obama student loan plan nearing end

http://newsok.com/obama-student-loan-plan-nearing-end/article/feed/398952

 

Winners and losers in high court health law ruling 

http://newsok.com/winners-and-losers-in-high-court-health-law-

ruling/article/feed/398958#ixzz1zBsQoBfa

Save money by checking gas prices before you travel 

http://newsok.com/save-money-by-checking-gas-prices-before-you-

travel/article/3688389#ixzz1zBsYe2ac

The Oklahoma City Zoological Trust set to choose new amphitheater operator 

http://newsok.com/the-oklahoma-city-zoological-trust-set-to-choose-new-

amphitheater-operator/article/3688390#ixzz1zBsfQteM

Oklahoma City Economic Development Trust approves $1.1 million in assistance for

renovation of Osler Building into hotel 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-economic-development-trust-approves-1.1-million-

in-assistance-for-renovation-of-osler-building-into-

hotel/article/3688392#ixzz1zBsm51jY

Monthly service charge to rise for most Oklahoma Natural Gas customers 

http://newsok.com/monthly-service-charge-to-rise-for-most-oklahoma-natural-gas-

customers/article/3688387#ixzz1zBstxNIs

Oklahoma Natural Gas customers to see higher monthly charges 
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-natural-gas-customers-to-see-higher-monthly-

charges/article/3688264#ixzz1zBt4Ikew

High court ruling benefits most health care firms 

http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-benefits-most-health-care-

firms/article/feed/398600#ixzz1zBtJHVbF

Despite state tea party efforts, incumbents fared well in Oklahoma elections 

http://newsok.com/despite-state-tea-party-efforts-incumbents-fared-well-in-

oklahoma-elections/article/3688039#ixzz1zBtVSedO

Obamacare ruling means taxes will go up

http://newsok.com/obamacare-ruling-means-taxes-will-go-up/article/3688346

 

Green lobby castigates OG&E's litigation over EPA policy 

http://newsok.com/green-lobby-castigates-oges-litigation-over-epa-

policy/article/3688345#ixzz1zBtlYwoM

New federal highway bill offers improvement

http://newsok.com/new-federal-highway-bill-offers-improvement/article/3688344

 

Community colleges play vital role in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/community-colleges-play-vital-role-in-oklahoma/article/3688348
 

 

Tulsa World 
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Oklahoma Gov. Fallin plans no special session on the health-care law ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_CUTLIN856203

 

Health act upheld

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120629_16_A1_ULNSup256136

 

Grocery store wine-sales proponents win ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_OKLAHO861855

 

Construction on half-built American Indian Cultural Center and Museum to halt

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078

 

Congress poised to act on highways, student loans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_WASHIN142544
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Questions answered on Affordable Care Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A9_CUTLIN41233

 

Fallin announces selection in unmanned aircraft research worth at least $1.4 million

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005

 

House votes to hold attorney general in contempt

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_CUTLIN716214

 

Chief Justice Roberts delivers surprise in health ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_CUTLIN56880

 

31 trainees ID'd as victims in Air Force sex scandal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A18_CUTLIN349666

 

Supreme Court rejects 'Stolen Valor' law, says lying about military honors isn't a crime

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_WASHIN565802

 

Supreme Court notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_hPolit110584

 

Talihina man bound over for trial on murder charge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_POTEAU932196

 

Family rallies to find missing Kingfisher woman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_KINGFI481751

 

Felon jailed for assault claims he was jumped by gang members in Edmond

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_EDMOND109289

 

More than 100 fish die in northern Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120629_12_0_NSoant311336

 

Funeral services for Jenks police officer set

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_12_A13_CUTLIN905137
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Rogers County's new sales tax takes effect Oct. 1

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_12_A13_CLAREM427036

 

Tribal leaders say Tulsa's Mayor is targeting Indian groups with fireworks threat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A1_ULNStp857203

 

Boys learn skills at annual Sheriff's Boy Scout Camp

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A11_CUTLIN571634

 

Two denied diploma appeals cases divide state panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A11_ULNSbd954282

 

EMSA TotalCare utility fee opt-out deadline looms

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=699&articleid=20120629_11_A13_ULNSra228043

 

Tulsa's 11th fire chief sworn into office

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120629_11_A14_CUTLIN395880

 

New sentence is given in killing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120629_14_A14_CUTLIN887202

 

Man who found son dead gets probation in child-neglect case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120629_14_A14_CUTLIN697963

 

Tulsa Superintendent Keith Ballard receives $25,000 performance bonus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A13_CUTLIN172131

 

Editorial: Oklahoma faces tough problem after 'Obamacare' upheld

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120629_61_A16_CUTLIN847212

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

One Place developers buy two neighboring buildings

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/one-place-developers-buy-two-neighboring-

buildings-real-estate/
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Environmentalists: Gas industry got inside info from N.Y. DEC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-

from-n-y-dec-energy/

 

Mediation continues in Sardis case

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/mediation-continues-in-sardis-case-law/

 

Geologist: Sardis lawsuit slowing lake development

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/geologist-sardis-lawsuit-slowing-lake-

development-law/

 

OHCA official: CNAs needed in rural Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ohca-official-cnas-needed-in-rural-okla-health-

care/

 

Indian museum suspends construction

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/indian-museum-suspends-construction-capitol/

 

OKC’s Lightning Creek apartment, retail complex sold for $3.85M

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okc%e2%80%99s-lightning-creek-apartment-

retail-complex-sold-for-3-85m-real-estate/

 

CEO: Explorer Pipeline ready for industry changes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ceo-explorer-pipeline-ready-for-industry-

changes-energy/

 

Okla. rises to third in per-capita gambling revenue

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okla-rises-to-third-in-per-capita-gambling-

revenue-finance/

 

Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition-

law/

 

Fourth Reading: Shutting the door on Randy Terrill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/fourth-reading-shutting-the-door-on-randy-terrill-

opinion/

 

Free Market Friday: Lessons from voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/free-market-friday-lessons-from-voters-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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State court upholds wine initiative petition
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
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http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 29, 2012
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 9:54:48 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Health care ruling: Young Oklahomans relieved by health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-young-oklahomans-relieved-by-health-care-

ruling/article/3688399#ixzz1zBoFboU6

Keystone pipeline is cleared for construction in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/keystone-pipeline-is-cleared-for-construction-in-

oklahoma/article/3688391#ixzz1zBokZrFz

Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court's decision on health care law 

http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-the-u.s.-supreme-courts-decision-on-health-care-

law/article/3688534#ixzz1zBpKJUvl

Oklahoma chosen as test site for drones

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-chosen-as-test-site-for-drones/article/3688386

Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study implications

of the high court decision 

http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-

to-study-implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400#ixzz1zBpi4Aqt

Construction halts on American Indian Cultural Center in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/construction-halts-on-american-indian-cultural-center-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3688262#ixzz1zBppA3tn

High court upholds key part of Obama health law 

http://newsok.com/high-court-upholds-key-part-of-obama-health-

law/article/3688255#ixzz1zBq2wOk2

Health Care: Oklahoma politicians express disappointment with Supreme Court ruling

on Affordable Care Act 

http://newsok.com/health-care-oklahoma-politicians-express-disappointment-with-

supreme-court-ruling-on-affordable-care-act/article/3688257#ixzz1zBq9SOlP

 

A look at the federal health care law in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/a-look-at-the-federal-health-care-law-in-

oklahoma/article/3688256#ixzz1zBqFpjsv

Consumers, labor groups laud, lament Supreme Court’s decision on health reform

law 

http://newsok.com/consumers-labor-groups-laud-lament-supreme-courts-decision-
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on-health-reform-law/article/3688479#ixzz1zBqq3u1r

Other MAPS 3 Citizen Advisory Board meeting action 

http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-

action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod

Oklahoma education advocates demand privacy for waiver candidates 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-

candidates/article/3688379#ixzz1zBndKFOc

By the numbers: Oklahoma Board of Education graduation appeal results 

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-

appeal-results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9

Oklahoma Board of Education grants three more diplomas 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-education-grants-three-more-

diplomas/article/3688377#ixzz1zBnzbVTf

Domestic abuse doubles among Oklahoma City's homeless population 

http://newsok.com/domestic-abuse-doubles-among-oklahoma-citys-homeless-

population/article/3688372#ixzz1zBo7MnhL

Oklahoma provides model for other states with new fuel rules for electricity generation

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-

for-electricity-generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK

Weather alerts coming soon to smartphone near you 

http://newsok.com/weather-alerts-coming-soon-to-smartphone-near-

you/article/3688397#ixzz1zBqwNEqA

Hospital stocks jump after court’s health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-

ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ

Congress poised to act on highways, student loans 

http://newsok.com/congress-poised-to-act-on-highways-student-

loans/article/feed/398973#ixzz1zBrAllNZ

More changes coming as Obamacare phases in

http://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-obamacare-phases-

in/article/feed/399017

US consumer spending and wages flat in May 

http://newsok.com/us-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-

may/article/feed/399007#ixzz1zBrO6ySb

Stocks rally as Europe unveils crisis plans
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State court upholds wine initiative petition
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1058724179/State-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
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http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 9-11, 2012
Date: Monday, June 11, 2012 9:37:19 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Four Republicans run in primary race for redrawn Oklahoma Senate District 43

http://newsok.com/four-republicans-run-in-primary-race-for-redrawn-oklahoma-

senate-district-43/article/3683261#ixzz1xUX3vz6h

 

Republicans chasing relatively few votes in eastern Oklahoma congressional race

http://newsok.com/republicans-chasing-relatively-few-votes-in-eastern-oklahoma-

congressional-race/article/3683037#ixzz1xUXLrtaj

 

Romney should consider Coburn as running mate, Oklahoma congressman says

http://newsok.com/romney-should-consider-coburn-as-running-mate-oklahoma-

congressman-says/article/3683102#ixzz1xUXgY9Mz

 

Oklahoma House District 39 race heats up in Edmond

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-district-39-race-heats-up-in-

edmond/article/3683038#ixzz1xUXyrTwm

 

Gov. Mary Fallin acts on last of 2012 session's measures

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-acts-on-last-of-2012-sessions-

measures/article/3682722#ixzz1xUYAKvoe

 

Oklahoma County looks to cut employee health care costs with new clinic

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-looks-to-cut-employee-health-care-costs-with-

new-clinic/article/3682740#ixzz1xUYOYyzA

 

Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn says GOP may block appellate nominee from Oklahoma

City

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-says-gop-may-block-appellate-

nominee-from-oklahoma-city/article/3682360#ixzz1xUVGZVfU

 

New Romney ad hits Obama's 'just fine' gaffe again

http://newsok.com/new-romney-ad-hits-obamas-just-fine-gaffe-

again/article/feed/392456#ixzz1xUW2zWoC

 

Oklahoma Corrections Department pays $20 million annually to county jails

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corrections-department-pays-20-million-annually-to-

county-jails/article/3683263#ixzz1xUWd8xbb

 

Oklahoma City police put lower priority on property crimes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-put-lower-priority-on-property-

crimes/article/3683262#ixzz1xUWpQYfa
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Edmond City Council to vote on payments to 12 community agencies

http://newsok.com/edmond-city-council-to-vote-on-payments-to-12-community-

agencies/article/3682628#ixzz1xUYdHWiy

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs for June 9

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-briefs-for-june-9/article/3682707

 

Sting nets 190 child predators, including Oklahoma City man

http://newsok.com/sting-nets-190-child-predators-including-oklahoma-city-

man/article/3682761#ixzz1xUZGfodl

 

Edmond politics get dirty between “lobbyist-funded” incumbent and “celebrity”

challenger

http://newsok.com/edmond-politics-get-dirty-between-lobbyist-funded-incumbent-

and-celebrity-challenger/article/3682905#ixzz1xUZSUvYU

 

Oklahoma governor eyes voluntary consolidations of school districts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-eyes-voluntary-consolidations-of-school-

districts/article/3682716#ixzz1xUZgIHWP

 

Oklahoma City's 'Secret Millionaire' stars hope donations lead to awareness of

disabilities

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-secret-millionaire-stars-hope-donations-lead-to-

awareness-of-disabilities/article/3683256#ixzz1xUaKSxKW

 

Edmond is taking applications for six new police officers

http://newsok.com/edmond-is-taking-applications-for-six-new-police-

officers/article/3682630#ixzz1xUaW7TU0

 

Edmond City Council to vote on payments to 12 community agencies

http://newsok.com/edmond-city-council-to-vote-on-payments-to-12-community-

agencies/article/3682628#ixzz1xUaiTrm2

 

Oklahoma City metro cities kick off summer concerts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-cities-kick-off-summer-

concerts/article/3682621#ixzz1xUauQ2Ov

 

Norman's Jazz in June will feature saxophonist David Sanborn

http://newsok.com/normans-jazz-in-june-will-feature-saxophonist-david-

sanborn/article/3682709#ixzz1xUb4eMlW

 

Thunder-Heat: Limited supply of NBA Finals tickets sends prices soaring

http://newsok.com/thunder-heat-limited-supply-of-nba-finals-tickets-sends-prices-

soaring/article/3683267#ixzz1xUbQSvAr

 

Oklahoma farmers urged to guard against grasshoppers

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-farmers-urged-to-guard-against-
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grasshoppers/article/3683117

 

Oklahoma family lost nearly everything in 2011 tornado, but not each other

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-family-lost-nearly-everything-in-2011-tornado-but-not-

each-other/article/3683255#ixzz1xUbyQGjg

 

Double-decker McDonald's coming to Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/double-decker-mcdonalds-coming-to-oklahoma-

city/article/3682758

 

Oklahoma state tax credit for energy-efficient housing is a go again July 1

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-tax-credit-for-energy-efficient-housing-is-a-go-

again-july-1/article/3682698#ixzz1xUcjhyPW

 

Chesapeake announces sale of pipeline assets

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-announces-sale-of-pipeline-assets/article/3682710

 

State education board needs to reach compromise on student appeals information

http://newsok.com/state-education-board-needs-to-reach-compromise-on-student-

appeals-information/article/3682609#ixzz1xUdYOrwV

 

Oklahoma legislators find ways to save state some money

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-find-ways-to-save-state-some-

money/article/3682607#ixzz1xUdlTr6f

 

Questioning lawmakers' sanity is no way to win an argument

http://newsok.com/questioning-lawmakers-sanity-is-no-way-to-win-an-

argument/article/3682595#ixzz1xUdxA9lr

 

Effort to rate Oklahoma judges is a far cry from judicial bullying

http://newsok.com/effort-to-rate-oklahoma-judges-is-a-far-cry-from-judicial-

bullying/article/3682596#ixzz1xUe7ZoWA

 

Obamacare could hurt efforts to boost rural care in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/obamacare-could-hurt-efforts-to-boost-rural-care-in-

oklahoma/article/3682273#ixzz1xUeK7HxX

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Tax refund debit cards draw criticism

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120611_16_A1_OKLAHO797415

 

Health care legislation at center of GOP's deciding race for state House District 68
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Prison transfer backlog strains jail space, budgets

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_16_A13_Thesta815675

 

Officials say voting problems corrected for June 26 primary election

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120610_16_A1_CUTLIN812439

 

Coburn suggested as Romney running mate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120610_16_A20_CUTLIN147084

 

Political Report: State boards confuse and conflict

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120610_16_A20_Therec99553

 

Sunday morning quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120610_16_A20_hLtGov124998

 

Political Notebook: Sullivan, Bridenstine to appear together

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120610_16_A20_hSulli665971

 

Dispute over Tahlequah casino settled by tribe, state of Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120609_11_A1_Adispu535462

 

U.S. Rep. John Sullivan fights for Tulsa Jail funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120609_16_A1_Animmi238034

 

Holder appoints 2 US attorneys to lead leaks probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120609_13_0_WASHIN34711

 

Three Republicans seek vacated House seat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120609_16_A17_CUTLIN741729

 

2 candidates for clerk had legal problems
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Ex-mayor Taylor seeks open seat on transit board
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subjectid=334&articleid=20120610_11_A17_CUTLIN223643

 

Obama campaign woos Hispanics with TV, radio ads

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120610_13_A12_CUTLIN913088

 

GOP groups top Democrats in TV spending by far

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120610_13_A12_WASHIN288943

 

Trade puts US-Russian relations at turning point

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120610_13_A13_WASHIN958223

 

City Hall report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120610_11_A22_hQuota652463

 

Activists jab Obama and Romney on economy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120609_688_0_hrimgs766280

 

Man transported to Tulsa hospital in critical condition after cow crash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120611_12_0_TONKAW705588

 

Oklahoma City's 'Secret Millionaire' stars hope donations lead to awareness of

disabilities

http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/article.aspx?

subjectid=371&articleid=20120611_371_0_OLHMIY624462

 

Funds available to help Oklahomans cool homes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_0_OKLAHO720063

 

Budget cuts put pressure on school reading programs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120611_19_A9_CUTLIN242731

 

New Miss Oklahoma had to overcome shyness

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_Youmig235169

 

ME's death records system moves ahead

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120610_11_A1_Transf212789

 

2 men escape minimum security Oklahoma prison
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_WOODWA445282

 

Barkley visit to Okla. City bombing museum hailed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_OKLAHO303304

 

Tulsa judge wants unified approach to child abuse and delinquency

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A1_bEdito374596

 

Task force to launch effort to curb distracted driving

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A1_CUTLIN758709

 

Jury recommends 125-year sentence in child abuse case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120611_11_A5_CUTLIN496414

 

Miss Oklahoma has record-breaking talent for tap dancing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A8_CUTLIN241678

 

TU program helps nonprofits with promotional materials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A2_CUTLIN542789

 

New TPD policies enforce ethics

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120610_11_A1_CUTLIN924295

 

Youth Leadership Oklahoma class selected

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120610_11_A22_Moreth626791

 

Harris staff disputes claims he should be barred from Sweeney case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120610_14_A23_TulsaC216921

 

Creek County Sheriff's Office assumes Mounds law enforcement

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120610_11_A23_MOUNDS300774

 

Recovering

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120611_61_A7_Tulsas793077

 

Two gift telescopes could keep Hubble program alive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_WOODWA445282
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_WOODWA445282
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_OKLAHO303304
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120610_12_0_OKLAHO303304
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A1_bEdito374596
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A1_bEdito374596
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A1_CUTLIN758709
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A1_CUTLIN758709
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120611_11_A5_CUTLIN496414
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120611_11_A5_CUTLIN496414
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A8_CUTLIN241678
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A8_CUTLIN241678
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A2_CUTLIN542789
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120611_11_A2_CUTLIN542789
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120610_11_A1_CUTLIN924295
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120610_11_A1_CUTLIN924295
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120610_11_A22_Moreth626791
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120610_11_A22_Moreth626791
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120610_14_A23_TulsaC216921
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20120610_14_A23_TulsaC216921
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120610_11_A23_MOUNDS300774
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120610_11_A23_MOUNDS300774
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120611_61_A7_Tulsas793077
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120611_61_A7_Tulsas793077


http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120611_61_A7_Hmnaes795090

 

Bridges, roads get big boost in state aid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120609_61_A20_CUTLIN917490

 

Keep up pressure against distracted driving

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120609_61_A20_USTran130093

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chesapeake shareholders give thumbs-down to executive pay, support reforms

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/chesapeake-shareholders-give-thumbs-down-

to-executive-pay-support-reforms-energy/

 

Chesapeake Energy to sell midstream subsidiary for $4 billion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/chesapeake-energy-sells-midstream-subsidiary-

for-4-billion-energy/

 

Fallin signs final bills from 2012 session

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/fallin-signs-final-bills-from-2012-session-capitol/

 

Two Chesapeake directors to resign

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/two-chesapeake-board-members-to-resign-

energy/

 

Oil jobs growing in Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/oil-jobs-growing-in-tulsa-energy/

 

Officers crack down on counterfeit Thunder merchandise

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/officers-crack-down-on-counterfeit-thunder-

merchandise-law/

 

Natural gas prices remain depressed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/natural-gas-prices-remain-depressed-energy/

 

Political parties look to mobilize voters for primary

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/political-parties-look-to-mobilize-voters-for-

primary-capitol/

 

Study finds benefit in phone-based psychological counseling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/study-finds-benefit-in-pone-based-

psychological-counseling-health-care/
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Roth: More on a clean-energy standard

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/roth-unpacking-a-national-clean-energy-

standard-part-2-opinion/

 

Fourth Reading: Grading the state Senate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/fourth-reading-grading-the-state-senate-opinion/

 

Oil price slips on weak economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/oil-price-slips-on-weak-economy-energy/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
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http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

http://news.oeta.tv/
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 9-11, 2012
Date: Monday, June 11, 2012 9:37:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Four Republicans run in primary race for redrawn Oklahoma Senate District 43

http://newsok.com/four-republicans-run-in-primary-race-for-redrawn-oklahoma-

senate-district-43/article/3683261#ixzz1xUX3vz6h

 

Republicans chasing relatively few votes in eastern Oklahoma congressional race

http://newsok.com/republicans-chasing-relatively-few-votes-in-eastern-oklahoma-

congressional-race/article/3683037#ixzz1xUXLrtaj

 

Romney should consider Coburn as running mate, Oklahoma congressman says

http://newsok.com/romney-should-consider-coburn-as-running-mate-oklahoma-

congressman-says/article/3683102#ixzz1xUXgY9Mz

 

Oklahoma House District 39 race heats up in Edmond

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-district-39-race-heats-up-in-

edmond/article/3683038#ixzz1xUXyrTwm

 

Gov. Mary Fallin acts on last of 2012 session's measures

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-acts-on-last-of-2012-sessions-

measures/article/3682722#ixzz1xUYAKvoe

 

Oklahoma County looks to cut employee health care costs with new clinic

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-looks-to-cut-employee-health-care-costs-with-

new-clinic/article/3682740#ixzz1xUYOYyzA

 

Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn says GOP may block appellate nominee from Oklahoma

City

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-says-gop-may-block-appellate-

nominee-from-oklahoma-city/article/3682360#ixzz1xUVGZVfU

 

New Romney ad hits Obama's 'just fine' gaffe again

http://newsok.com/new-romney-ad-hits-obamas-just-fine-gaffe-

again/article/feed/392456#ixzz1xUW2zWoC

 

Oklahoma Corrections Department pays $20 million annually to county jails

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corrections-department-pays-20-million-annually-to-

county-jails/article/3683263#ixzz1xUWd8xbb

 

Oklahoma City police put lower priority on property crimes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-police-put-lower-priority-on-property-

crimes/article/3683262#ixzz1xUWpQYfa

mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
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Edmond City Council to vote on payments to 12 community agencies

http://newsok.com/edmond-city-council-to-vote-on-payments-to-12-community-

agencies/article/3682628#ixzz1xUYdHWiy

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs for June 9

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-briefs-for-june-9/article/3682707

 

Sting nets 190 child predators, including Oklahoma City man

http://newsok.com/sting-nets-190-child-predators-including-oklahoma-city-

man/article/3682761#ixzz1xUZGfodl

 

Edmond politics get dirty between “lobbyist-funded” incumbent and “celebrity”

challenger

http://newsok.com/edmond-politics-get-dirty-between-lobbyist-funded-incumbent-

and-celebrity-challenger/article/3682905#ixzz1xUZSUvYU

 

Oklahoma governor eyes voluntary consolidations of school districts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-eyes-voluntary-consolidations-of-school-

districts/article/3682716#ixzz1xUZgIHWP

 

Oklahoma City's 'Secret Millionaire' stars hope donations lead to awareness of

disabilities

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-secret-millionaire-stars-hope-donations-lead-to-

awareness-of-disabilities/article/3683256#ixzz1xUaKSxKW

 

Edmond is taking applications for six new police officers

http://newsok.com/edmond-is-taking-applications-for-six-new-police-

officers/article/3682630#ixzz1xUaW7TU0

 

Edmond City Council to vote on payments to 12 community agencies

http://newsok.com/edmond-city-council-to-vote-on-payments-to-12-community-

agencies/article/3682628#ixzz1xUaiTrm2

 

Oklahoma City metro cities kick off summer concerts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-cities-kick-off-summer-

concerts/article/3682621#ixzz1xUauQ2Ov

 

Norman's Jazz in June will feature saxophonist David Sanborn
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Two gift telescopes could keep Hubble program alive
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Bridges, roads get big boost in state aid
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Chesapeake Energy to sell midstream subsidiary for $4 billion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/chesapeake-energy-sells-midstream-subsidiary-

for-4-billion-energy/

 

Fallin signs final bills from 2012 session

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/fallin-signs-final-bills-from-2012-session-capitol/

 

Two Chesapeake directors to resign

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/two-chesapeake-board-members-to-resign-

energy/

 

Oil jobs growing in Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/oil-jobs-growing-in-tulsa-energy/

 

Officers crack down on counterfeit Thunder merchandise

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/officers-crack-down-on-counterfeit-thunder-

merchandise-law/

 

Natural gas prices remain depressed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/natural-gas-prices-remain-depressed-energy/

 

Political parties look to mobilize voters for primary

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/political-parties-look-to-mobilize-voters-for-

primary-capitol/

 

Study finds benefit in phone-based psychological counseling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/study-finds-benefit-in-pone-based-

psychological-counseling-health-care/
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Roth: More on a clean-energy standard

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/roth-unpacking-a-national-clean-energy-

standard-part-2-opinion/

 

Fourth Reading: Grading the state Senate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/fourth-reading-grading-the-state-senate-opinion/

 

Oil price slips on weak economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/oil-price-slips-on-weak-economy-energy/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/08/roth-unpacking-a-national-clean-energy-standard-part-2-opinion/
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/


 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 8, 2012
Date: Friday, June 08, 2012 9:36:26 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Boeing opens second OKC facility; will expand to 1,200 jobs by 2014 

http://newsok.com/boeing-opens-second-okc-facility-will-expand-to-1200-jobs-by-

2014/article/3682369#ixzz1xD7Y6fCC

 

State of Oklahoma appeals abortion drug ruling

http://newsok.com/state-of-oklahoma-appeals-abortion-drug-ruling/article/3682384

 

Education officials agree to redact student data in appeals 

http://newsok.com/education-officials-agree-to-redact-student-data-in-

appeals/article/3682465#ixzz1xD5dGLql

 

CDC: Older teens often text while behind the wheel 

Read more: http://newsok.com/cdc-older-teens-often-text-while-behind-the-

wheel/article/feed/391262#ixzz1xDAJa4BR

 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission denies interim rate increase for OG&E 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporation-commission-denies-interim-rate-increase-

for-oge/article/3682375#ixzz1xD7kEREe

 

Emergency rules are in works for pet breeders 

http://newsok.com/emergency-rules-are-in-works-for-pet-

breeders/article/3682438#ixzz1xD5oPXH0

 

Oklahoma officials encourage state employees to change passwords following

LinkedIn security breach 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-encourage-state-employees-to-change-

passwords-following-linkedin-security-breach/article/3682362#ixzz1xD3Hn9nM

 

Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn says GOP may block appellate nominee from Oklahoma

City 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-says-gop-may-block-appellate-

nominee-from-oklahoma-city/article/3682360#ixzz1xD3g8QJL

 

Oklahoma delegation is heading to energy trade show in Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-delegation-is-heading-to-energy-trade-show-in-

calgary-alberta-canada/article/3682342#ixzz1xD3mANk9

 

Six charged with murder in Oklahoma jail inmate’s death 

http://newsok.com/six-charged-with-murder-in-oklahoma-jail-inmates-

death/article/3682485#ixzz1xDA5jd45
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Misuse of Oklahoma County property a long-running practice in District 2 

http://newsok.com/misuse-of-oklahoma-county-property-a-long-running-practice-in-

district-2/article/3682422#ixzz1xD4qp11I

 

Oklahoma County budget in final stages of approval

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-budget-in-final-stages-of-

approval/article/3682413#ixzz1xD4eE8Ol

 

Jury deadlocks in road rage trial of Edmond man 

http://newsok.com/jury-deadlocks-in-road-rage-trial-of-edmond-

man/article/3682449#ixzz1xD6MPmUG

 

For Weleetka, deaths sparked many changes

http://newsok.com/for-weleetka-deaths-sparked-many-changes/article/3682466

 

Authorities seize counterfeit NBA merchandise

http://newsok.com/authorities-seize-counterfeit-nba-merchandise/article/3682356

 

Oklahoma City Thunder fans scramble for commemorative T-shirts 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-thunder-fans-scramble-for-commemorative-t-

shirts/article/3682370#ixzz1xD83z2Ip

 

NBA Finals: Ketch Design Centre has eye-catching tribute to Thunder and James

Harden's beard 

http://newsok.com/nba-finals-ketch-design-centre-has-eye-catching-tribute-to-

thunder-and-james-hardens-beard/article/3682359#ixzz1xD3RmOB2

 

Streets west of arena in Oklahoma City to be closed for NBA Finals 

http://newsok.com/streets-west-of-arena-in-oklahoma-city-to-be-closed-for-nba-

finals/article/3682354#ixzz1xD3waqYV

 

Downtown Oklahoma City hotels booked for NBA Finals 

http://newsok.com/downtown-oklahoma-city-hotels-booked-for-nba-

finals/article/3682361#ixzz1xD9E7WqP

 

Reba McEntire receives the Annie Oakley Society Award in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/reba-mcentire-receives-the-annie-oakley-society-award-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3682385#ixzz1xD6nqXa3

 

OU diabetes center offers $250,000 research prize

http://newsok.com/ou-diabetes-center-offers-250000-research-prize/article/3682309

 

Red Earth Festival adds sculpture exhibit at Myriad Gardens

http://newsok.com/red-earth-festival-adds-sculpture-exhibit-at-myriad-

gardens/article/3682276#ixzz1xDCBO3wd

 

Oklahoma Independent Petroleum Association headquarters is taking shape 
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-independent-petroleum-association-headquarters-is-

taking-shape/article/3682341#ixzz1xD7sb8El

 

Chesapeake to address shareholders today

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-address-shareholders-today/article/3682462?

custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news

 

Reuters: The lavish and leveraged life of Aubrey McClendon 

http://newsok.com/reuters-the-lavish-and-leveraged-life-of-aubrey-

mcclendon/article/3682355#ixzz1xD8bVokK

 

Energy companies making progress in Oklahoma City moves 

http://newsok.com/energy-companies-making-progress-in-oklahoma-city-

moves/article/3682378#ixzz1xD8n8lQo

 

Stocks help lift U.S. household wealth in first quarter 

http://newsok.com/stocks-help-lift-u.s.-household-wealth-in-first-

quarter/article/3682488#ixzz1xD918siT

 

Players, front office, fans comprise successful Thunder formula 

http://newsok.com/players-front-office-fans-comprise-successful-thunder-

formula/article/3682274#ixzz1xD9OGl00

 

Obamacare could hurt efforts to boost rural care in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/obamacare-could-hurt-efforts-to-boost-rural-care-in-

oklahoma/article/3682273#ixzz1xD9UQv2P

 

Federal bills will safe lives of humans, exotic animals 

http://newsok.com/federal-bills-will-safe-lives-of-humans-exotic-

animals/article/3682285#ixzz1xD9tdFUK

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma attorney general appeals abortion-drug decision

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120608_16_A1_OKLAHO530598

 

Education department to redact information

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120608_19_A1_Amidou880588

 

Emergency rules for pet breeders coming soon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A1_OKLAHO981127
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Lead-paint rules addressed in Inhofe, Sullivan bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A10_WASHIN229251

 

Attention Tulsans: Pre-delivery trash-cart selections due Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=593&articleid=20120608_11_A1_Friday271920

 

Sales-tax revenue for city up 10.8 percent over last June

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A11_Tulsas138851

 

City asked to explain proposed rate hikes to residents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN755398

 

Friends of the Fairgrounds board dissolves itself

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN65237

 

City councilor's criticism upsets Planning Commission member

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120608_16_A14_CUTLIN445781

 

AP IMPACT: Suicides are surging among US troops

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120608_13_A7_WASHIN372066

 

Medical examiner IDs man killed in fiery Cherokee County wreck

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=298&articleid=20120608_298_0_Thesta872306

 

Sapulpa contestant wins top swimsuit honors in Miss Oklahoma preliminary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A13_ASplaw661199

 

Rogers County hires new director of Planning Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A13_CLAREM593198

 

Senate panel advances 2 Oklahoma judicial nominees

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A10_CUTLIN876528

 

Local, State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A15_CUTLIN137301
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Weleetka remembers two young girls killed 4 years ago today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A1_CUTLIN713111

 

15 officers honored for actions in Tulsa courthouse shooting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A11_CUTLIN973434

 

OU President Boren announces $250,000 Hamm prize for diabetes research

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120608_11_A13_CUTLIN406720

 

Man police shot suspected of killing wife

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120608_11_A15_CUTLIN946446

 

Rogers County hires new director of Planning Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A13_CLAREM593198

 

Rights waiver

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120608_61_A16_Statee441468

 

Kids on the Thunder roll into the NBA finals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120608_61_A16_Theres594615

 

Tax credits are boost to state aerospace industry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=65&articleid=20120608_65_A17_ULNSbe236383

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Corporation Commission blocks OG&E interim rate increase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/corporation-commission-blocks-oge-interim-

rate-increase-energy/

 

Study finds benefit in phone-based psychological counseling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/study-finds-benefit-in-pone-based-

psychological-counseling-health-care/

 

Red Earth festival opens in downtown OKC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/red-earth-festival-opens-in-downtown-okc-

general-new/
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Oklahoma rallies to watch Thunder roll

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/winning-thunder-unites-state-general-news/

 

Communications union wins ruling on American Airlines vote

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/communications-union-wins-ruling-on-american-

airlines-vote-aerospace/

 

Bernanke signals no imminent steps to aid economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/bernanke-signals-no-imminent-steps-to-aid-

economy-finance/

 

Stock rally fades; no immediate help from Fed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/stock-rally-fades-no-immediate-help-from-fed-

finance/

 

Stocks help lift U.S. household wealth in Q1

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/stocks-help-lift-u-s-household-wealth-in-q1-

finance/

 

30-year mortgage drops to record-low 3.67 percent

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/30-year-mortgage-drops-to-record-low-3-67-

percent-real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Grading the state Senate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/fourth-reading-grading-the-state-senate-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
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http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/


http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 8, 2012
Date: Friday, June 08, 2012 9:36:25 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Boeing opens second OKC facility; will expand to 1,200 jobs by 2014 

http://newsok.com/boeing-opens-second-okc-facility-will-expand-to-1200-jobs-by-

2014/article/3682369#ixzz1xD7Y6fCC

 

State of Oklahoma appeals abortion drug ruling

http://newsok.com/state-of-oklahoma-appeals-abortion-drug-ruling/article/3682384

 

Education officials agree to redact student data in appeals 

http://newsok.com/education-officials-agree-to-redact-student-data-in-

appeals/article/3682465#ixzz1xD5dGLql

 

CDC: Older teens often text while behind the wheel 

Read more: http://newsok.com/cdc-older-teens-often-text-while-behind-the-

wheel/article/feed/391262#ixzz1xDAJa4BR

 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission denies interim rate increase for OG&E 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporation-commission-denies-interim-rate-increase-

for-oge/article/3682375#ixzz1xD7kEREe

 

Emergency rules are in works for pet breeders 

http://newsok.com/emergency-rules-are-in-works-for-pet-

breeders/article/3682438#ixzz1xD5oPXH0

 

Oklahoma officials encourage state employees to change passwords following

LinkedIn security breach 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-encourage-state-employees-to-change-

passwords-following-linkedin-security-breach/article/3682362#ixzz1xD3Hn9nM

 

Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn says GOP may block appellate nominee from Oklahoma

City 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-says-gop-may-block-appellate-

nominee-from-oklahoma-city/article/3682360#ixzz1xD3g8QJL

 

Oklahoma delegation is heading to energy trade show in Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-delegation-is-heading-to-energy-trade-show-in-

calgary-alberta-canada/article/3682342#ixzz1xD3mANk9

 

Six charged with murder in Oklahoma jail inmate’s death 

http://newsok.com/six-charged-with-murder-in-oklahoma-jail-inmates-

death/article/3682485#ixzz1xDA5jd45
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Misuse of Oklahoma County property a long-running practice in District 2 

http://newsok.com/misuse-of-oklahoma-county-property-a-long-running-practice-in-

district-2/article/3682422#ixzz1xD4qp11I

 

Oklahoma County budget in final stages of approval

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-budget-in-final-stages-of-

approval/article/3682413#ixzz1xD4eE8Ol

 

Jury deadlocks in road rage trial of Edmond man 

http://newsok.com/jury-deadlocks-in-road-rage-trial-of-edmond-

man/article/3682449#ixzz1xD6MPmUG

 

For Weleetka, deaths sparked many changes

http://newsok.com/for-weleetka-deaths-sparked-many-changes/article/3682466

 

Authorities seize counterfeit NBA merchandise

http://newsok.com/authorities-seize-counterfeit-nba-merchandise/article/3682356

 

Oklahoma City Thunder fans scramble for commemorative T-shirts 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-thunder-fans-scramble-for-commemorative-t-

shirts/article/3682370#ixzz1xD83z2Ip

 

NBA Finals: Ketch Design Centre has eye-catching tribute to Thunder and James

Harden's beard 

http://newsok.com/nba-finals-ketch-design-centre-has-eye-catching-tribute-to-

thunder-and-james-hardens-beard/article/3682359#ixzz1xD3RmOB2

 

Streets west of arena in Oklahoma City to be closed for NBA Finals 

http://newsok.com/streets-west-of-arena-in-oklahoma-city-to-be-closed-for-nba-

finals/article/3682354#ixzz1xD3waqYV

 

Downtown Oklahoma City hotels booked for NBA Finals 

http://newsok.com/downtown-oklahoma-city-hotels-booked-for-nba-

finals/article/3682361#ixzz1xD9E7WqP

 

Reba McEntire receives the Annie Oakley Society Award in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/reba-mcentire-receives-the-annie-oakley-society-award-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3682385#ixzz1xD6nqXa3

 

OU diabetes center offers $250,000 research prize

http://newsok.com/ou-diabetes-center-offers-250000-research-prize/article/3682309

 

Red Earth Festival adds sculpture exhibit at Myriad Gardens

http://newsok.com/red-earth-festival-adds-sculpture-exhibit-at-myriad-

gardens/article/3682276#ixzz1xDCBO3wd

 

Oklahoma Independent Petroleum Association headquarters is taking shape 
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-independent-petroleum-association-headquarters-is-

taking-shape/article/3682341#ixzz1xD7sb8El

 

Chesapeake to address shareholders today

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-address-shareholders-today/article/3682462?

custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news

 

Reuters: The lavish and leveraged life of Aubrey McClendon 

http://newsok.com/reuters-the-lavish-and-leveraged-life-of-aubrey-

mcclendon/article/3682355#ixzz1xD8bVokK

 

Energy companies making progress in Oklahoma City moves 

http://newsok.com/energy-companies-making-progress-in-oklahoma-city-

moves/article/3682378#ixzz1xD8n8lQo

 

Stocks help lift U.S. household wealth in first quarter 

http://newsok.com/stocks-help-lift-u.s.-household-wealth-in-first-

quarter/article/3682488#ixzz1xD918siT

 

Players, front office, fans comprise successful Thunder formula 

http://newsok.com/players-front-office-fans-comprise-successful-thunder-

formula/article/3682274#ixzz1xD9OGl00

 

Obamacare could hurt efforts to boost rural care in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/obamacare-could-hurt-efforts-to-boost-rural-care-in-

oklahoma/article/3682273#ixzz1xD9UQv2P

 

Federal bills will safe lives of humans, exotic animals 

http://newsok.com/federal-bills-will-safe-lives-of-humans-exotic-

animals/article/3682285#ixzz1xD9tdFUK

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma attorney general appeals abortion-drug decision

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120608_16_A1_OKLAHO530598

 

Education department to redact information

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120608_19_A1_Amidou880588

 

Emergency rules for pet breeders coming soon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A1_OKLAHO981127
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Lead-paint rules addressed in Inhofe, Sullivan bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A10_WASHIN229251

 

Attention Tulsans: Pre-delivery trash-cart selections due Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=593&articleid=20120608_11_A1_Friday271920

 

Sales-tax revenue for city up 10.8 percent over last June

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A11_Tulsas138851

 

City asked to explain proposed rate hikes to residents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN755398

 

Friends of the Fairgrounds board dissolves itself

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN65237

 

City councilor's criticism upsets Planning Commission member

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120608_16_A14_CUTLIN445781

 

AP IMPACT: Suicides are surging among US troops

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120608_13_A7_WASHIN372066

 

Medical examiner IDs man killed in fiery Cherokee County wreck

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=298&articleid=20120608_298_0_Thesta872306

 

Sapulpa contestant wins top swimsuit honors in Miss Oklahoma preliminary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A13_ASplaw661199

 

Rogers County hires new director of Planning Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A13_CLAREM593198

 

Senate panel advances 2 Oklahoma judicial nominees

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A10_CUTLIN876528

 

Local, State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A15_CUTLIN137301

 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A10_WASHIN229251
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A10_WASHIN229251
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=593&articleid=20120608_11_A1_Friday271920
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=593&articleid=20120608_11_A1_Friday271920
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A11_Tulsas138851
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A11_Tulsas138851
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=667&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN755398
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=667&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN755398
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN65237
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN65237
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=667&articleid=20120608_16_A14_CUTLIN445781
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=667&articleid=20120608_16_A14_CUTLIN445781
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120608_13_A7_WASHIN372066
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120608_13_A7_WASHIN372066
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=298&articleid=20120608_298_0_Thesta872306
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=298&articleid=20120608_298_0_Thesta872306
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A13_ASplaw661199
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A13_ASplaw661199
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A13_CLAREM593198
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A13_CLAREM593198
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A10_CUTLIN876528
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A10_CUTLIN876528
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A15_CUTLIN137301
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A15_CUTLIN137301


Weleetka remembers two young girls killed 4 years ago today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A1_CUTLIN713111

 

15 officers honored for actions in Tulsa courthouse shooting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A11_CUTLIN973434

 

OU President Boren announces $250,000 Hamm prize for diabetes research

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120608_11_A13_CUTLIN406720

 

Man police shot suspected of killing wife

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120608_11_A15_CUTLIN946446

 

Rogers County hires new director of Planning Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A13_CLAREM593198

 

Rights waiver

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120608_61_A16_Statee441468

 

Kids on the Thunder roll into the NBA finals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120608_61_A16_Theres594615

 

Tax credits are boost to state aerospace industry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=65&articleid=20120608_65_A17_ULNSbe236383

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Corporation Commission blocks OG&E interim rate increase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/corporation-commission-blocks-oge-interim-

rate-increase-energy/

 

Study finds benefit in phone-based psychological counseling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/study-finds-benefit-in-pone-based-

psychological-counseling-health-care/

 

Red Earth festival opens in downtown OKC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/red-earth-festival-opens-in-downtown-okc-

general-new/
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Oklahoma rallies to watch Thunder roll

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/winning-thunder-unites-state-general-news/

 

Communications union wins ruling on American Airlines vote

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/communications-union-wins-ruling-on-american-

airlines-vote-aerospace/

 

Bernanke signals no imminent steps to aid economy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/bernanke-signals-no-imminent-steps-to-aid-

economy-finance/

 

Stock rally fades; no immediate help from Fed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/stock-rally-fades-no-immediate-help-from-fed-

finance/

 

Stocks help lift U.S. household wealth in Q1

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/stocks-help-lift-u-s-household-wealth-in-q1-

finance/

 

30-year mortgage drops to record-low 3.67 percent

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/30-year-mortgage-drops-to-record-low-3-67-

percent-real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Grading the state Senate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/fourth-reading-grading-the-state-senate-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
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http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 2-4, 2012
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 9:39:30 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Public's future access to child abuse information unclear

http://newsok.com/publics-future-access-to-child-abuse-information-

unclear/article/3680615#ixzz1wpdKT7uy

 

Campaign complaint is filed against Oklahoma Sen. Clark Jolley

http://newsok.com/campaign-complaint-is-filed-against-oklahoma-sen.-clark-

jolley/article/3680668#ixzz1wpcQxazv

 

Obama acknowleges need to change Obamacare

http://newsok.com/obama-acknowleges-need-to-change-

obamacare/article/feed/389232

 

Revived Thunder eyeing needed road win in Game 5

http://newsok.com/revived-thunder-eyeing-needed-road-win-in-game-

5/article/feed/389548#ixzz1wpgy0TqI

 

Canadian County court clerk race is a nasty one

http://newsok.com/canadian-county-court-clerk-race-is-a-nasty-

one/article/3680804#ixzz1wpba9dPr

 

Morning Examiner: Dirty Desperate Dems

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-dirty-desperate-dems/article/feed/389788

 

WATCHDOGS: McClatchy exposes union pay, perk abuse

http://newsok.com/watchdogs-mcclatchy-exposes-union-pay-perk-

abuse/article/feed/389460

 

Solis won't testify on DOL media flap

http://newsok.com/solis-wont-testify-on-dol-media-flap/article/feed/389675

 

Metro Transit workers discuss Oklahoma City route safety, growth

http://newsok.com/metro-transit-workers-discuss-oklahoma-city-route-safety-

growth/article/3681209#ixzz1wpdvKeRE

 

Man beaten in Oklahoma City trying to collect winning Game 4 bet

http://newsok.com/man-beaten-in-oklahoma-city-trying-to-collect-winning-game-4-

bet/article/3681184#ixzz1wpeClI4j

 

Oklahoma County land sales, June 2

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-land-sales-june-2/article/3680788?
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custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Traffic Talk: Road construction should ease Hefner Parkway bottleneck

http://newsok.com/traffic-talk-road-construction-should-ease-hefner-parkway-

bottleneck/article/3681210#ixzz1wper1VbH

 

Construction start is delayed on Francis Tuttle training center in Edmond

http://newsok.com/construction-start-is-delayed-on-francis-tuttle-training-center-in-

edmond/article/3680518#ixzz1wpfbg9NF

 

Oklahoma City Public Schools embark on summer-school-free summer

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-schools-embark-on-summer-school-free-

summer/article/3680585#ixzz1wpfpJPjb

 

Oklahoma State University begins renovation, restoration of Student Union ballroom

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-university-begins-renovation-restoration-of-

student-union-ballroom/article/3680612#ixzz1wpg3xwq6

 

OU softball: Sooners headed to championship series with win over Arizona State

http://newsok.com/ou-softball-sooners-headed-to-championship-series-with-win-

over-arizona-state/article/3681190#ixzz1wpgOG0yV
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin sets rules for student exam appeals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_OKLAHO748850

 

Gov. Fallin set to campaign in hot races

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN419347

 

State senator faces foe in GOP primary

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120602_16_A15_CUTLIN418628

 

Tulsa-area GOP legislators defend tax-cut inaction

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A15_CUTLIN552051

 

Rep. Sullivan faces tough opponent in Bridenstine

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_CUTLIN989914

 

Oklahoma lacks deal to collect taxes from Amazon
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Adoptive family overcomes U.S. objections to bring girl home

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A19_CUTLIN43785

 

Tulsa official says utility rate hikes needed to keep water, sewer systems maintained

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120603_11_A19_Debtse536538

 

2nd District Democratic candidates differ on issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_CUTLIN651295

 

The question in key Legislative contests is: Red or redder?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Ioeloi147892

 

Political Notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Democr990435

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback
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subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_hCharl487627

 

Tulsa looking to double number of reserve police officers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120604_11_A1_CUTLIN351007

 

Plan to rate judges draws fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120604_16_A1_OKLAHO599432

 

Clean-water heroes get chicken litter out of city water

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_16_A9_CUTLIN591090

 

Tulsa officials want more public input on expanding Pearl District zoning codes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_Thecit230753

 

Talks about race are uncomfortable for different cultures, reconciliation speaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A15_CUTLIN380528

 

GOP stands down on social issues, focuses on jobs
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Former recruiter at Bacone College says she was fired for honesty

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A1_ULNSbF705260

 

Broken Arrow group wants ex-mayor off city council

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A9_BROKEN366589

 

Skiatook speech team honored by the OSSAA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A10_SKIATO697230

 

45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team welcomes new commander

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A12_ULNSoV650750

 

Latest vehicle fatality figures mixed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120603_12_0_TlaCut110822

 

1 dead, 5 injured and 1 arrested after DUI hit-and-run

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_450_0_Ayearo104420

 

County staff, payroll decline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A1_TulsaC492995

 

Broken Arrow man killed after tire blowout near Muskogee

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_0_ABoero721114

 

Tulsa kids grabbing opportunity to play ball

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A9_CUTLIN568422

 

Skiatook man arrested on kidnapping, intoxication complaints

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A11_SKIATO917280

 

OSU, OU getting more students from California
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New cut of steak delivers on tenderness
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A2_CUTLIN431723

 

TPD working through flawed mobile system

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A1_CUTLIN136616

 

Kiwanis Club upholds message behind Miss Oklahoma pageant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A24_CUTLIN214161

 

Tulsa Pride Parade draws large crowd

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A25_CUTLIN687512

 

Bingman on target with tax cut thoughts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_CUTLIN300288

 

City councilors face tough task in crafting budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_Cityco220539

 

DHS reforms about to take effect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_11_A18_Oneoft526760

 

In Tulsa, for now at least, its jobs, jobs, jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_61_A18_Unempl405995

 

The little think tank that could

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120603_11_G1_CUTLIN168551

 

49th is not OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120603_214_G1_CUTLIN837353
 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Executive Session: Mike Bergey, Bergey Windpower

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/bergey-windpower-president-propels-american-

manufacturing-energy/

 

Tate responds to uproar over firings
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tate-ceo-stands-by-decison-to-fire-25-after-

leaked-audio-goes-viral-general-news/

 

Chesapeake Energy to reshuffle board members

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/04/chesapeake-energy-to-reshuffle-board-

members/

 

Hand Up Ministries seeks restraining order against new law

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/hand-up-ministries-seeks-restraining-order-

against-new-law/

 

BBI reports booming business for first quarter

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/bbi-reports-booming-business-for-first-quarter-

real-estate/

 

Tulsa drugstore sale raises questions about market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tulsa-drugstore-sale-raises-questions-about-

market-real-estate/

 

VA Medical Center in OKC adding staff members

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/va-medical-center-in-okc-adding-staff-members-

health-care/

 

OKC eyes creation of business improvement district to enhance high-profile area

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/okc-eyes-creation-of-business-improvement-

district-to-enhance-high-profile-area-real-estate/

 

Tribe asks regulatory agency to reconsider casino

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tribe-asks-regulatory-agency-to-reconsider-

casino-law/

 

These Walls: Catholic Charities Diocese of Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/these-walls-catholic-charities-diocese-of-tulsa-

real-estate/

 

World of hurt: Global economy under threat as US job market falters and Europe and

Asia slow

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GLOBAL_ECONOMY_VITAL_SIGNS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Chesapeake gives in to Icahn, agrees to replace 4 board members; to name

chairman by June 22

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_CHESAPEAKE_ENERGY_BOARD?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Business Briefs: June 4, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/business-briefs-june-4-2012-general-news/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
More halal meals served in prisons
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
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New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
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USA Today States:
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, June 2-4, 2012
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 9:39:29 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Public's future access to child abuse information unclear

http://newsok.com/publics-future-access-to-child-abuse-information-

unclear/article/3680615#ixzz1wpdKT7uy

 

Campaign complaint is filed against Oklahoma Sen. Clark Jolley

http://newsok.com/campaign-complaint-is-filed-against-oklahoma-sen.-clark-

jolley/article/3680668#ixzz1wpcQxazv

 

Obama acknowleges need to change Obamacare

http://newsok.com/obama-acknowleges-need-to-change-

obamacare/article/feed/389232

 

Revived Thunder eyeing needed road win in Game 5

http://newsok.com/revived-thunder-eyeing-needed-road-win-in-game-

5/article/feed/389548#ixzz1wpgy0TqI

 

Canadian County court clerk race is a nasty one

http://newsok.com/canadian-county-court-clerk-race-is-a-nasty-

one/article/3680804#ixzz1wpba9dPr

 

Morning Examiner: Dirty Desperate Dems

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-dirty-desperate-dems/article/feed/389788

 

WATCHDOGS: McClatchy exposes union pay, perk abuse

http://newsok.com/watchdogs-mcclatchy-exposes-union-pay-perk-

abuse/article/feed/389460

 

Solis won't testify on DOL media flap

http://newsok.com/solis-wont-testify-on-dol-media-flap/article/feed/389675

 

Metro Transit workers discuss Oklahoma City route safety, growth

http://newsok.com/metro-transit-workers-discuss-oklahoma-city-route-safety-

growth/article/3681209#ixzz1wpdvKeRE

 

Man beaten in Oklahoma City trying to collect winning Game 4 bet

http://newsok.com/man-beaten-in-oklahoma-city-trying-to-collect-winning-game-4-

bet/article/3681184#ixzz1wpeClI4j

 

Oklahoma County land sales, June 2

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-land-sales-june-2/article/3680788?
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Traffic Talk: Road construction should ease Hefner Parkway bottleneck

http://newsok.com/traffic-talk-road-construction-should-ease-hefner-parkway-

bottleneck/article/3681210#ixzz1wper1VbH

 

Construction start is delayed on Francis Tuttle training center in Edmond

http://newsok.com/construction-start-is-delayed-on-francis-tuttle-training-center-in-

edmond/article/3680518#ixzz1wpfbg9NF

 

Oklahoma City Public Schools embark on summer-school-free summer

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-schools-embark-on-summer-school-free-

summer/article/3680585#ixzz1wpfpJPjb

 

Oklahoma State University begins renovation, restoration of Student Union ballroom

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-university-begins-renovation-restoration-of-

student-union-ballroom/article/3680612#ixzz1wpg3xwq6

 

OU softball: Sooners headed to championship series with win over Arizona State

http://newsok.com/ou-softball-sooners-headed-to-championship-series-with-win-

over-arizona-state/article/3681190#ixzz1wpgOG0yV
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Fallin sets rules for student exam appeals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_OKLAHO748850

 

Gov. Fallin set to campaign in hot races
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State senator faces foe in GOP primary
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Tulsa-area GOP legislators defend tax-cut inaction
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Rep. Sullivan faces tough opponent in Bridenstine
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Oklahoma lacks deal to collect taxes from Amazon
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Adoptive family overcomes U.S. objections to bring girl home
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Tulsa official says utility rate hikes needed to keep water, sewer systems maintained
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2nd District Democratic candidates differ on issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_CUTLIN651295

 

The question in key Legislative contests is: Red or redder?
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Political Notebook
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Sunday Morning Quarterback
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Tulsa looking to double number of reserve police officers
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Plan to rate judges draws fire
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Clean-water heroes get chicken litter out of city water
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Tulsa officials want more public input on expanding Pearl District zoning codes
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Talks about race are uncomfortable for different cultures, reconciliation speaker says
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GOP stands down on social issues, focuses on jobs
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Former recruiter at Bacone College says she was fired for honesty

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_12_A1_ULNSbF705260

 

Broken Arrow group wants ex-mayor off city council
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Skiatook speech team honored by the OSSAA
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45th Infantry Brigade Combat Team welcomes new commander
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Latest vehicle fatality figures mixed
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1 dead, 5 injured and 1 arrested after DUI hit-and-run
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County staff, payroll decline
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Broken Arrow man killed after tire blowout near Muskogee
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Tulsa kids grabbing opportunity to play ball
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Skiatook man arrested on kidnapping, intoxication complaints
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OSU, OU getting more students from California
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New cut of steak delivers on tenderness
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TPD working through flawed mobile system
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Kiwanis Club upholds message behind Miss Oklahoma pageant
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Tulsa Pride Parade draws large crowd

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_11_A25_CUTLIN687512

 

Bingman on target with tax cut thoughts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_CUTLIN300288

 

City councilors face tough task in crafting budget
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DHS reforms about to take effect
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In Tulsa, for now at least, its jobs, jobs, jobs
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The little think tank that could
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49th is not OK
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Executive Session: Mike Bergey, Bergey Windpower

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/bergey-windpower-president-propels-american-

manufacturing-energy/

 

Tate responds to uproar over firings
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Chesapeake Energy to reshuffle board members

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/04/chesapeake-energy-to-reshuffle-board-

members/

 

Hand Up Ministries seeks restraining order against new law
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against-new-law/

 

BBI reports booming business for first quarter
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Tulsa drugstore sale raises questions about market
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VA Medical Center in OKC adding staff members
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OKC eyes creation of business improvement district to enhance high-profile area
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district-to-enhance-high-profile-area-real-estate/

 

Tribe asks regulatory agency to reconsider casino

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tribe-asks-regulatory-agency-to-reconsider-

casino-law/

 

These Walls: Catholic Charities Diocese of Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/these-walls-catholic-charities-diocese-of-tulsa-

real-estate/

 

World of hurt: Global economy under threat as US job market falters and Europe and

Asia slow

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GLOBAL_ECONOMY_VITAL_SIGNS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Chesapeake gives in to Icahn, agrees to replace 4 board members; to name

chairman by June 22

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_CHESAPEAKE_ENERGY_BOARD?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Business Briefs: June 4, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/business-briefs-june-4-2012-general-news/
 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tate-ceo-stands-by-decison-to-fire-25-after-leaked-audio-goes-viral-general-news/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
More halal meals served in prisons
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
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http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 31, 2012
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:25:57 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma's drought conditions prompt governor to declare emergency 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-drought-conditions-prompt-governor-to-declare-

emergency/article/3696825#ixzz22CtOwo1E

 

Oklahoma continues to bake in summer heat wave that grips southern plains

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-bake-in-summer-heat-wave-that-grips-

southern-plains/article/3696978#ixzz22CtXXNyp

 

Oklahoma cities, towns forfeit state fuel taxes for failing to file audit reports 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-towns-forfeit-state-fuel-taxes-for-failing-to-file-

audit-reports/article/3696794#ixzz22Cu2JlxA

 

Group appeals personhood ruling to U.S. Supreme Court 

http://newsok.com/group-appeals-personhood-ruling-to-u.s.-supreme-

court/article/3696786#ixzz22CuAFWIZ

 

Republican opposition in Senate kills move to confirm Oklahoman to appeals court

post 

http://newsok.com/republican-opposition-in-senate-kills-move-to-confirm-

oklahoman-to-appeals-court-post/article/3696782#ixzz22CuOnrXS

 

Skimming allegations lead to FFA changes at Yukon Public Schools 

http://newsok.com/skimming-allegations-lead-to-ffa-changes-at-yukon-public-

schools/article/3696805#ixzz22CuhEmsB

 

Elk City parents want to raise awareness of whooping cough 

http://newsok.com/elk-city-parents-want-to-raise-awareness-of-whooping-

cough/article/3696829#ixzz22CwCKsvw

 

Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation wins two grants from National Institutes of

Health 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-medical-research-foundation-wins-two-grants-from-

national-institutes-of-health/article/3696793#ixzz22CwLAn3Q

 

ACLU wants to know how license plate data is used 

http://newsok.com/aclu-wants-to-know-how-license-plate-data-is-

used/article/feed/411422#ixzz22CwqkwSN

 

Natural gas price increases

http://newsok.com/natural-gas-price-increases/article/3696823
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Amid heat wave, Oklahoma electric utilities ready for higher demand 

http://newsok.com/amid-heat-wave-oklahoma-electric-utilities-ready-for-higher-

demand/article/3696818#ixzz22CxvTEIJ

 

Retailers hope back-to-college buying spurs big ticket purchases 

http://newsok.com/retailers-hope-back-to-college-buying-spurs-big-ticket-

purchases/article/3696822#ixzz22CxDsBnz

 

Oklahoma legislators monitor downtown Oklahoma City boulevard debate 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-monitor-downtown-oklahoma-city-

boulevard-debate/article/3696821#ixzz22CxVrsMW

 

Boulevard fight represents divide between traditional road design, modern urban

planning 

http://newsok.com/boulevard-fight-represents-divide-between-traditional-road-

design-modern-urban-planning/article/3696824#ixzz22CxnRJzI

 

Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development

http://newsok.com/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development/article/3696955?

custom_click=pod_headline_national-finance-news

 

Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are unfounded 

http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-

unfounded/article/3696764#ixzz22CyNxMxT

 

Ordeal at Penn State sparks call for vigilance 

http://newsok.com/ordeal-at-penn-state-sparks-call-for-

vigilance/article/3696763#ixzz22CyVA5YL

 

Investors more bullish on Oklahoma's oil, gas clime

http://newsok.com/investors-more-bullish-on-oklahomas-oil-gas-

clime/article/3696762#ixzz22Cyb9dGo

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State malpractice judgments at 10-year low

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Tenmef134018

 

Oklahoma cities lose gas tax revenue

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A14_OKLAHO223327

 

Sens. Inhofe, Coburn sidestep vote on OKC magistrate for vacant appeals court

http://newsok.com/amid-heat-wave-oklahoma-electric-utilities-ready-for-higher-demand/article/3696818#ixzz22CxvTEIJ
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position

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A5_WASHIN221017

 

Tulsans face possible water rationing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120731_16_A1_CUTLIN8445

 

Group requests personhood appeal from U.S. Supreme Court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Clrdae519381

 

Greenwood plan meeting set for today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A14_Anomto78460

 

Democrats rumored to add gay unions to party platform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_WSIGOh678396

 

At least 10 homes damaged in Oklahoma grass fires

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_OKLAHO976945

 

2 people hurt when meth lab explodes at Oklahoma lake

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_EMNuhr870644

 

Two Grand Lake boat crash victims still hospitalized

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_12_A9_JAYThe714778

 

Skiatook fire chief resigns citing 'toxic environment'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_12_A14_CUTLIN451524

 

Officials investigating inmate's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_12_A12_McALES94766

 

Top veterans affairs officials out amid neglect, abuse investigations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120731_17_A1_CUTLIN455712

 

Keetoowah Cherokee Casino to stay open

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A1_TAHLEQ269772
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Friends of the Helmerich Library to withdraw support

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A1_TeFins8243

 

Tulsa minister shot at home in possible targeted attack

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120731_450_0_Thepas737218

 

Oklahoma Association of Chiefs of Police conference offers education, networking

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A9_CUTLIN302486

 

Wildfires reach homes near Stillwater

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A5_CUTLIN642860

 

Highway patrol to target seat belt violations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120731_11_A11_Motori407084

 

City injury problem must be addressed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Thecit834741

 

Cautionary tale

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Whatsh849332
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Some Olympians want marketing rules changed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/some-olympians-want-marketing-rules-changed-

general-news/

 

Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development-

real-estate/

 

Corn, soybean and wheat prices drive up farmland values

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/corn-soybean-and-wheat-prices-drive-up-

farmland-values-real-estate/

 

Hot weather outlook again boosts natural gas

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hot-weather-outlook-again-boosts-natural-gas-

energy/
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AG reports Medicaid fraud cases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/ag-reports-medicaid-fraud-cases-law/

 

Minn. settles lawsuit over hospital debt collections

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/minn-settles-lawsuit-over-hospital-debt-

collections-law/

 

State senator faces uphill marijuana battle

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle-

capitol/

 

Cancer treatment center in Owasso raided by FDA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/cancer-treatment-center-in-owasso-raided-by-

fda-health-care/

 

Personhood backers appeal Okla. Supreme Court ruling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-

court-ruling-law/

 

Officials praise approval of DHS Pinnacle Plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/officials-praise-approval-of-dhs-pinnacle-plan-

capitol/

 

State gets poor marks for disclosure

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-gets-poor-marks-for-disclosure-capitol/

 

Democratic report blasts for-profit colleges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-

capitol/

 

Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-

republicans-capitol/

 

ODVA director Spear to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/odva-director-spear-to-retire-capitol/

 

OKC officials tout boost in tax revenues

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/okc-officials-tout-boost-in-tax-revenues-finance/

 

HSBC says sorry as it takes $700 million hit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hsbc-says-sorry-as-it-takes-700-million-hit-

finance/

 

Stock indexes drift lower, ending a two-day rally

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/stock-indexes-drift-lower-ending-a-two-day-

rally-finance/
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Hopes spur the markets

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hopes-spur-the-markets-finance/

 

Dow blows past 13,000 on hope for action in Europe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/dow-blows-past-13000-on-hope-for-action-in-

europe-finance/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Grass fire leads to evacuation

 

City told to remove gun range near airport

 

Security planned at courthouse

 

Tribe has contingency plan if casino closes

 

Foresters warn of wildfire dangers

 

Senator faces uphill marijuana battle

 

TransCanada gets go ahead
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hopes-spur-the-markets-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/dow-blows-past-13000-on-hope-for-action-in-europe-finance/
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2068758096/Tribe-has-contingency-plan-if-casino-closes
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1495164081/Foresters-warn-of-wildfire-dangers
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1495164085/Senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x614300260/TransCanada-gets-go-ahead
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/


http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 31, 2012
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 9:25:57 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma's drought conditions prompt governor to declare emergency 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-drought-conditions-prompt-governor-to-declare-

emergency/article/3696825#ixzz22CtOwo1E

 

Oklahoma continues to bake in summer heat wave that grips southern plains

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-bake-in-summer-heat-wave-that-grips-

southern-plains/article/3696978#ixzz22CtXXNyp

 

Oklahoma cities, towns forfeit state fuel taxes for failing to file audit reports 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-towns-forfeit-state-fuel-taxes-for-failing-to-file-

audit-reports/article/3696794#ixzz22Cu2JlxA

 

Group appeals personhood ruling to U.S. Supreme Court 

http://newsok.com/group-appeals-personhood-ruling-to-u.s.-supreme-

court/article/3696786#ixzz22CuAFWIZ

 

Republican opposition in Senate kills move to confirm Oklahoman to appeals court

post 

http://newsok.com/republican-opposition-in-senate-kills-move-to-confirm-

oklahoman-to-appeals-court-post/article/3696782#ixzz22CuOnrXS

 

Skimming allegations lead to FFA changes at Yukon Public Schools 

http://newsok.com/skimming-allegations-lead-to-ffa-changes-at-yukon-public-

schools/article/3696805#ixzz22CuhEmsB

 

Elk City parents want to raise awareness of whooping cough 

http://newsok.com/elk-city-parents-want-to-raise-awareness-of-whooping-

cough/article/3696829#ixzz22CwCKsvw

 

Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation wins two grants from National Institutes of

Health 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-medical-research-foundation-wins-two-grants-from-

national-institutes-of-health/article/3696793#ixzz22CwLAn3Q

 

ACLU wants to know how license plate data is used 

http://newsok.com/aclu-wants-to-know-how-license-plate-data-is-

used/article/feed/411422#ixzz22CwqkwSN

 

Natural gas price increases

http://newsok.com/natural-gas-price-increases/article/3696823
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Amid heat wave, Oklahoma electric utilities ready for higher demand 

http://newsok.com/amid-heat-wave-oklahoma-electric-utilities-ready-for-higher-

demand/article/3696818#ixzz22CxvTEIJ

 

Retailers hope back-to-college buying spurs big ticket purchases 

http://newsok.com/retailers-hope-back-to-college-buying-spurs-big-ticket-

purchases/article/3696822#ixzz22CxDsBnz

 

Oklahoma legislators monitor downtown Oklahoma City boulevard debate 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-monitor-downtown-oklahoma-city-

boulevard-debate/article/3696821#ixzz22CxVrsMW

 

Boulevard fight represents divide between traditional road design, modern urban

planning 

http://newsok.com/boulevard-fight-represents-divide-between-traditional-road-

design-modern-urban-planning/article/3696824#ixzz22CxnRJzI

 

Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development

http://newsok.com/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development/article/3696955?

custom_click=pod_headline_national-finance-news

 

Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are unfounded 

http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-

unfounded/article/3696764#ixzz22CyNxMxT

 

Ordeal at Penn State sparks call for vigilance 

http://newsok.com/ordeal-at-penn-state-sparks-call-for-

vigilance/article/3696763#ixzz22CyVA5YL

 

Investors more bullish on Oklahoma's oil, gas clime

http://newsok.com/investors-more-bullish-on-oklahomas-oil-gas-

clime/article/3696762#ixzz22Cyb9dGo

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State malpractice judgments at 10-year low

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Tenmef134018

 

Oklahoma cities lose gas tax revenue

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A14_OKLAHO223327

 

Sens. Inhofe, Coburn sidestep vote on OKC magistrate for vacant appeals court

http://newsok.com/amid-heat-wave-oklahoma-electric-utilities-ready-for-higher-demand/article/3696818#ixzz22CxvTEIJ
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position

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A5_WASHIN221017

 

Tulsans face possible water rationing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120731_16_A1_CUTLIN8445

 

Group requests personhood appeal from U.S. Supreme Court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Clrdae519381

 

Greenwood plan meeting set for today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A14_Anomto78460

 

Democrats rumored to add gay unions to party platform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_WSIGOh678396

 

At least 10 homes damaged in Oklahoma grass fires

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_OKLAHO976945

 

2 people hurt when meth lab explodes at Oklahoma lake

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_EMNuhr870644

 

Two Grand Lake boat crash victims still hospitalized

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_12_A9_JAYThe714778

 

Skiatook fire chief resigns citing 'toxic environment'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_12_A14_CUTLIN451524

 

Officials investigating inmate's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_12_A12_McALES94766

 

Top veterans affairs officials out amid neglect, abuse investigations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120731_17_A1_CUTLIN455712

 

Keetoowah Cherokee Casino to stay open

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A1_TAHLEQ269772
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Friends of the Helmerich Library to withdraw support

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A1_TeFins8243

 

Tulsa minister shot at home in possible targeted attack

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120731_450_0_Thepas737218

 

Oklahoma Association of Chiefs of Police conference offers education, networking

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A9_CUTLIN302486

 

Wildfires reach homes near Stillwater

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_A5_CUTLIN642860

 

Highway patrol to target seat belt violations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120731_11_A11_Motori407084

 

City injury problem must be addressed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Thecit834741

 

Cautionary tale

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Whatsh849332
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Some Olympians want marketing rules changed

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/some-olympians-want-marketing-rules-changed-

general-news/

 

Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development-

real-estate/

 

Corn, soybean and wheat prices drive up farmland values

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/corn-soybean-and-wheat-prices-drive-up-

farmland-values-real-estate/

 

Hot weather outlook again boosts natural gas

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hot-weather-outlook-again-boosts-natural-gas-

energy/
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AG reports Medicaid fraud cases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/ag-reports-medicaid-fraud-cases-law/

 

Minn. settles lawsuit over hospital debt collections

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/minn-settles-lawsuit-over-hospital-debt-

collections-law/

 

State senator faces uphill marijuana battle

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle-

capitol/

 

Cancer treatment center in Owasso raided by FDA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/cancer-treatment-center-in-owasso-raided-by-

fda-health-care/

 

Personhood backers appeal Okla. Supreme Court ruling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-

court-ruling-law/

 

Officials praise approval of DHS Pinnacle Plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/officials-praise-approval-of-dhs-pinnacle-plan-

capitol/

 

State gets poor marks for disclosure

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-gets-poor-marks-for-disclosure-capitol/

 

Democratic report blasts for-profit colleges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-

capitol/

 

Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-

republicans-capitol/

 

ODVA director Spear to retire

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/odva-director-spear-to-retire-capitol/

 

OKC officials tout boost in tax revenues

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/okc-officials-tout-boost-in-tax-revenues-finance/

 

HSBC says sorry as it takes $700 million hit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hsbc-says-sorry-as-it-takes-700-million-hit-

finance/

 

Stock indexes drift lower, ending a two-day rally

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/stock-indexes-drift-lower-ending-a-two-day-

rally-finance/
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Hopes spur the markets

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hopes-spur-the-markets-finance/

 

Dow blows past 13,000 on hope for action in Europe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/dow-blows-past-13000-on-hope-for-action-in-

europe-finance/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Grass fire leads to evacuation

 

City told to remove gun range near airport

 

Security planned at courthouse

 

Tribe has contingency plan if casino closes

 

Foresters warn of wildfire dangers

 

Senator faces uphill marijuana battle

 

TransCanada gets go ahead
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/hopes-spur-the-markets-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/dow-blows-past-13000-on-hope-for-action-in-europe-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/27/dow-blows-past-13000-on-hope-for-action-in-europe-finance/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2068758070/Grass-fire-leads-to-evacuation
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2068758102/City-told-to-remove-gun-range-near-airport
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2068758090/Security-planned-at-courthouse
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2068758096/Tribe-has-contingency-plan-if-casino-closes
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1495164081/Foresters-warn-of-wildfire-dangers
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1495164085/Senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x614300260/TransCanada-gets-go-ahead
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/


http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 20, 2012
Date: Friday, July 20, 2012 9:17:09 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

DHS commissioners delay vote on possible closure of Pauls Valley center 

http://newsok.com/dhs-commissioners-delay-vote-on-possible-closure-of-pauls-

valley-center/article/3693874#ixzz21AdizFqC

Oklahoma's credit ratings good, but could be better 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-credit-ratings-good-but-could-be-

better/article/3693787#ixzz21AgRENVS

Oklahoma City swimming pool company in deep trouble with state Tax Commission 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-swimming-pool-company-in-deep-trouble-with-

state-tax-commission/article/3693856#ixzz21AbDF2Ar

Oklahoma City seeks proposals to redevelop old city jail 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-proposals-to-redevelop-old-city-

jail/article/3693814#ixzz21AbQvOev

Man arrested on DUI complaint in Oklahoma City after daughter says he's passed out

in vehicle 

http://newsok.com/man-arrested-on-dui-complaint-in-oklahoma-city-after-daughter-

says-hes-passed-out-in-vehicle/article/3693811#ixzz21Abbpwlx

Boy dies after being pulled from Arcadia Lake 

http://newsok.com/boy-dies-after-being-pulled-from-arcadia-

lake/article/3693875#ixzz21AbjAAEk

Driving alone vs. carpool? Oklahomans prefer isolation

http://newsok.com/driving-alone-vs.-carpool-oklahomans-prefer-

isolation/article/3693705?custom_click=pod_headline_yukon-news

Brutally hot temperatures in Oklahoma Friday

http://newsok.com/brutally-hot-temperatures-in-oklahoma-friday/article/3693992?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

Man pleads guilty in Ardmore teen's stabbing death

http://newsok.com/man-pleads-guilty-in-ardmore-teens-stabbing-

death/article/3693993#ixzz21AcQ66Xi

At least 12 people killed at Colorado Batman showing 

http://newsok.com/at-least-12-people-killed-at-colorado-batman-

showing/article/3693994#ixzz21Ad1RcEQ
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In Florida, Obama trades criticisms with Romney over Medicare 

http://newsok.com/in-florida-obama-trades-criticisms-with-romney-over-

medicare/article/3693976#ixzz21AdBVTbu

Oklahoma County commissioners order burn ban

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-commissioners-order-burn-ban/article/3693716

Oklahoma legal leaders urge Sens. Tom Coburn and Jim Inhofe to seek vote on

state's judicial nominee 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legal-leaders-urge-sens.-tom-coburn-and-jim-inhofe-

to-seek-vote-on-states-judicial-nominee/article/3693850#ixzz21AdVHmkg

Law requiring ‘plain language' is off to a spotty start 

http://newsok.com/law-requiring-plain-language-is-off-to-a-spotty-

start/article/3693975#ixzz21AdcaVPe

Oklahoma cattle thefts drop 13 percent compared with 2011, officials say 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cattle-thefts-drop-13-percent-compared-with-2011-

officials-say/article/3693857#ixzz21AdpfZA2

Neb. reports 1st human West Nile case of season 

http://newsok.com/neb.-reports-1st-human-west-nile-case-of-

season/article/feed/406285#ixzz21AeHBAaV

Frist calls for state health insurance exchanges

http://newsok.com/frist-calls-for-state-health-insurance-

exchanges/article/feed/406258

CDC: Whooping cough rising at alarming rate in US 

http://newsok.com/cdc-whooping-cough-rising-at-alarming-rate-in-

us/article/feed/405909#ixzz21Aee1ZWP

Aggressive marketing, risky loans leave private student loan borrowers buried in debt

http://newsok.com/aggressive-marketing-risky-loans-leave-private-student-loan-

borrowers-buried-in-debt/article/3693876#ixzz21AeyaGU4

Oklahoma City-based program helps Afghan, Rwandan women build business skills 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-program-helps-afghan-rwandan-women-

build-business-skills/article/3693851#ixzz21AfBN6ur

Lower prices slice profits for oil, gas companies 

http://newsok.com/lower-prices-slice-profits-for-oil-gas-

companies/article/3693972#ixzz21AfN6vHo

Treasurys slip as 10-yr TIPS yield hits record low 

http://newsok.com/treasurys-slip-as-10-yr-tips-yield-hits-record-
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low/article/3693969#ixzz21AfUOGVO

Mortgages rates hit new lows

http://newsok.com/mortgages-rates-hit-new-lows/article/3693862

Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission votes against closing Lake Murray State Park

Airport 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-aeronautics-commission-votes-against-closing-lake-

murray-state-park-airport/article/3693864#ixzz21Afof7pU

Oklahoma City energy industry forum focuses on young leaders 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-energy-industry-forum-focuses-on-young-

leaders/article/3693861#ixzz21AfvFQOH

OCAST awards $745,000 to three nanotechnology research projects 

http://newsok.com/ocast-awards-745000-to-three-nanotechnology-research-

projects/article/3693858#ixzz21Ag3Xdfs

US stocks slide as crisis in Europe deepens 

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-slide-as-crisis-in-europe-

deepens/article/feed/406330#ixzz21AgDc8QE

In Cherokee freedmen case, two like-minded groups clash over tribal sovereignty 

http://newsok.com/in-cherokee-freedmen-case-two-like-minded-groups-clash-over-

tribal-sovereignty/article/3693785#ixzz21AgJIuZy

Chicken/egg question is key in advancing CNG

http://newsok.com/chickenegg-question-is-key-in-advancing-cng/article/3693786

Full compliance with Indian Child Welfare Act, not its dismantling, is needed 

http://newsok.com/full-compliance-with-indian-child-welfare-act-not-its-dismantling-

is-needed/article/3693790#ixzz21AgjDiVE

Proposed USDA rule provides hope for puppy mill dogs 

http://newsok.com/proposed-usda-rule-provides-hope-for-puppy-mill-

dogs/article/3693789#ixzz21AgssJy8
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Gov. Fallin fills two vacancies on Human Services Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=504&articleid=20120720_504_A11_OKLAHO900971

 

Agriculture secretary urged to halt funding of OKC youth livestock show

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

http://newsok.com/treasurys-slip-as-10-yr-tips-yield-hits-record-low/article/3693969#ixzz21AfUOGVO
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A9_CUTLIN686232

 

Tulsa Police Chief Chuck Jordan gives report on gang violence to city councilors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120720_16_A1_CUTLIN889620

 

Obama, Romney tangle on health care, jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120720_688_0_hrimgs265092

 

Fireworks stand threat wasn't discrimination, Tulsa councilors told

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN373564

 

City pension systems to get committee review

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN676410

 

Cherokee leaders meet with President Obama

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A11_Cherok70302

 

House passes defense spending bill, bars deal with Russian arms firm

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A7_CUTLIN538512

 

Congressional leaders dismiss idea of Congress releasing tax returns

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A7_CUTLIN803564

 

Legal community leaders ask Senators to bypass appeals court confirmation logjam

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A11_CUTLIN521855

 

Western tribes call for federal action to curb climate change

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A4_WASHIN131424

 

New DNA evidence means freedom for man who served 16 years in prison

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A1_CUTLIN46101

 

3 arrested in fatal shootings of 2 at a Tulsa Best Buy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120720_11_A1_CUTLIN985454

 

Schools shocked by more cuts
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subjectid=19&articleid=20120720_19_A1_School677528

 

Tulsa project to house homeless ranked 2nd in nation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A9_CUTLIN809686

 

Judge won't modify restitution in Skiatook schools bribery case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120720_14_A9_CUTLIN980339

 

2 Tulsa police corruption-related cases change hands

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=443&articleid=20120720_11_A9_CUTLIN74067

 

Armed suspect who was shot by police also shot himself

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120720_11_A4_CUTLIN663339

 

Immigrant students share uniquely American Christian experience  -  Vacation Bible

School

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120720_18_A11_CUTLIN153208

 

Killer wants new trial, death sentences tossed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN926111

 

Ex-foster parent pleads guilty to molesting three girls

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120720_14_A12_CUTLIN243927

 

Editorial: Gov. Fallin should support online sales-tax act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120720_61_A14_Atleas246237

 

Editorial: Congress' game of 'chicken' hurtful to entire country

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120720_61_A14_Oklaho156133
 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Minter file sent to Rogers County DA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/minter-file-sent-to-rogers-county-da/

 

Corporation Commission OKs ONG tariff settlement

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/corporation-commission-oks-ong-tariff-
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settlement-energy/

 

Choking crude oil theft: Next generation of well monitoring uses real-time technology

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/choking-crude-oil-theft-next-generation-of-well-

monitoring-uses-real-time-technology-energy/

 

Chesapeake faces two retirement plan lawsuits

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/chesapeake-faces-two-retirement-plan-lawsuits-

energy/

 

Communities mull alternative water resources

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/communities-mull-alternative-water-resources-

genera-news/

 

Employment up at Port of Catoosa as construction booms

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/employment-up-at-port-of-catoosa-as-

construction-booms-general-news/

 

OKC officials: Sheridan-Walker office space sale to close old debt

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/officials-sheridan-walker-sale-to-close-old-debt-

real-estate/

 

GOP candidates spar over gun charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/gop-candidates-spar-over-gun-charges-capitol/

 

Fourth Reading: A letter to House Speaker Kris Steele

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/fourth-reading-a-letter-to-house-speaker-kris-

steele-opinion/

 

Free Market Friday: Echoes of others

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/free-market-friday-echoes-of-others-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
GI largely barred from discussing WikiLeaks harm

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals
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Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/
http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/


Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 20, 2012
Date: Friday, July 20, 2012 9:17:09 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

DHS commissioners delay vote on possible closure of Pauls Valley center 

http://newsok.com/dhs-commissioners-delay-vote-on-possible-closure-of-pauls-

valley-center/article/3693874#ixzz21AdizFqC

Oklahoma's credit ratings good, but could be better 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-credit-ratings-good-but-could-be-

better/article/3693787#ixzz21AgRENVS

Oklahoma City swimming pool company in deep trouble with state Tax Commission 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-swimming-pool-company-in-deep-trouble-with-

state-tax-commission/article/3693856#ixzz21AbDF2Ar

Oklahoma City seeks proposals to redevelop old city jail 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-proposals-to-redevelop-old-city-

jail/article/3693814#ixzz21AbQvOev

Man arrested on DUI complaint in Oklahoma City after daughter says he's passed out

in vehicle 

http://newsok.com/man-arrested-on-dui-complaint-in-oklahoma-city-after-daughter-

says-hes-passed-out-in-vehicle/article/3693811#ixzz21Abbpwlx

Boy dies after being pulled from Arcadia Lake 

http://newsok.com/boy-dies-after-being-pulled-from-arcadia-

lake/article/3693875#ixzz21AbjAAEk

Driving alone vs. carpool? Oklahomans prefer isolation

http://newsok.com/driving-alone-vs.-carpool-oklahomans-prefer-

isolation/article/3693705?custom_click=pod_headline_yukon-news

Brutally hot temperatures in Oklahoma Friday

http://newsok.com/brutally-hot-temperatures-in-oklahoma-friday/article/3693992?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

Man pleads guilty in Ardmore teen's stabbing death

http://newsok.com/man-pleads-guilty-in-ardmore-teens-stabbing-

death/article/3693993#ixzz21AcQ66Xi

At least 12 people killed at Colorado Batman showing 

http://newsok.com/at-least-12-people-killed-at-colorado-batman-

showing/article/3693994#ixzz21Ad1RcEQ
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In Florida, Obama trades criticisms with Romney over Medicare 

http://newsok.com/in-florida-obama-trades-criticisms-with-romney-over-

medicare/article/3693976#ixzz21AdBVTbu

Oklahoma County commissioners order burn ban

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-commissioners-order-burn-ban/article/3693716

Oklahoma legal leaders urge Sens. Tom Coburn and Jim Inhofe to seek vote on

state's judicial nominee 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legal-leaders-urge-sens.-tom-coburn-and-jim-inhofe-

to-seek-vote-on-states-judicial-nominee/article/3693850#ixzz21AdVHmkg

Law requiring ‘plain language' is off to a spotty start 

http://newsok.com/law-requiring-plain-language-is-off-to-a-spotty-

start/article/3693975#ixzz21AdcaVPe

Oklahoma cattle thefts drop 13 percent compared with 2011, officials say 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cattle-thefts-drop-13-percent-compared-with-2011-

officials-say/article/3693857#ixzz21AdpfZA2

Neb. reports 1st human West Nile case of season 

http://newsok.com/neb.-reports-1st-human-west-nile-case-of-

season/article/feed/406285#ixzz21AeHBAaV

Frist calls for state health insurance exchanges

http://newsok.com/frist-calls-for-state-health-insurance-

exchanges/article/feed/406258

CDC: Whooping cough rising at alarming rate in US 

http://newsok.com/cdc-whooping-cough-rising-at-alarming-rate-in-

us/article/feed/405909#ixzz21Aee1ZWP

Aggressive marketing, risky loans leave private student loan borrowers buried in debt

http://newsok.com/aggressive-marketing-risky-loans-leave-private-student-loan-

borrowers-buried-in-debt/article/3693876#ixzz21AeyaGU4

Oklahoma City-based program helps Afghan, Rwandan women build business skills 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-program-helps-afghan-rwandan-women-

build-business-skills/article/3693851#ixzz21AfBN6ur

Lower prices slice profits for oil, gas companies 

http://newsok.com/lower-prices-slice-profits-for-oil-gas-

companies/article/3693972#ixzz21AfN6vHo

Treasurys slip as 10-yr TIPS yield hits record low 

http://newsok.com/treasurys-slip-as-10-yr-tips-yield-hits-record-
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low/article/3693969#ixzz21AfUOGVO

Mortgages rates hit new lows

http://newsok.com/mortgages-rates-hit-new-lows/article/3693862

Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission votes against closing Lake Murray State Park

Airport 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-aeronautics-commission-votes-against-closing-lake-

murray-state-park-airport/article/3693864#ixzz21Afof7pU

Oklahoma City energy industry forum focuses on young leaders 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-energy-industry-forum-focuses-on-young-

leaders/article/3693861#ixzz21AfvFQOH

OCAST awards $745,000 to three nanotechnology research projects 

http://newsok.com/ocast-awards-745000-to-three-nanotechnology-research-

projects/article/3693858#ixzz21Ag3Xdfs

US stocks slide as crisis in Europe deepens 

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-slide-as-crisis-in-europe-

deepens/article/feed/406330#ixzz21AgDc8QE

In Cherokee freedmen case, two like-minded groups clash over tribal sovereignty 

http://newsok.com/in-cherokee-freedmen-case-two-like-minded-groups-clash-over-

tribal-sovereignty/article/3693785#ixzz21AgJIuZy

Chicken/egg question is key in advancing CNG

http://newsok.com/chickenegg-question-is-key-in-advancing-cng/article/3693786

Full compliance with Indian Child Welfare Act, not its dismantling, is needed 

http://newsok.com/full-compliance-with-indian-child-welfare-act-not-its-dismantling-

is-needed/article/3693790#ixzz21AgjDiVE

Proposed USDA rule provides hope for puppy mill dogs 

http://newsok.com/proposed-usda-rule-provides-hope-for-puppy-mill-

dogs/article/3693789#ixzz21AgssJy8
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Gov. Fallin fills two vacancies on Human Services Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=504&articleid=20120720_504_A11_OKLAHO900971

 

Agriculture secretary urged to halt funding of OKC youth livestock show

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Tulsa Police Chief Chuck Jordan gives report on gang violence to city councilors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120720_16_A1_CUTLIN889620

 

Obama, Romney tangle on health care, jobs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120720_688_0_hrimgs265092

 

Fireworks stand threat wasn't discrimination, Tulsa councilors told

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN373564

 

City pension systems to get committee review

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN676410

 

Cherokee leaders meet with President Obama

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A11_Cherok70302

 

House passes defense spending bill, bars deal with Russian arms firm

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A7_CUTLIN538512

 

Congressional leaders dismiss idea of Congress releasing tax returns

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A7_CUTLIN803564

 

Legal community leaders ask Senators to bypass appeals court confirmation logjam

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A11_CUTLIN521855

 

Western tribes call for federal action to curb climate change

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120720_13_A4_WASHIN131424

 

New DNA evidence means freedom for man who served 16 years in prison

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A1_CUTLIN46101

 

3 arrested in fatal shootings of 2 at a Tulsa Best Buy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120720_11_A1_CUTLIN985454

 

Schools shocked by more cuts
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Tulsa project to house homeless ranked 2nd in nation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120720_11_A9_CUTLIN809686

 

Judge won't modify restitution in Skiatook schools bribery case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120720_14_A9_CUTLIN980339

 

2 Tulsa police corruption-related cases change hands

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=443&articleid=20120720_11_A9_CUTLIN74067

 

Armed suspect who was shot by police also shot himself

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120720_11_A4_CUTLIN663339

 

Immigrant students share uniquely American Christian experience  -  Vacation Bible

School

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120720_18_A11_CUTLIN153208

 

Killer wants new trial, death sentences tossed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120720_16_A12_CUTLIN926111

 

Ex-foster parent pleads guilty to molesting three girls

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120720_14_A12_CUTLIN243927

 

Editorial: Gov. Fallin should support online sales-tax act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120720_61_A14_Atleas246237

 

Editorial: Congress' game of 'chicken' hurtful to entire country

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120720_61_A14_Oklaho156133
 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Minter file sent to Rogers County DA

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/minter-file-sent-to-rogers-county-da/

 

Corporation Commission OKs ONG tariff settlement

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/corporation-commission-oks-ong-tariff-
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settlement-energy/

 

Choking crude oil theft: Next generation of well monitoring uses real-time technology

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/choking-crude-oil-theft-next-generation-of-well-

monitoring-uses-real-time-technology-energy/

 

Chesapeake faces two retirement plan lawsuits

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/chesapeake-faces-two-retirement-plan-lawsuits-

energy/

 

Communities mull alternative water resources

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/communities-mull-alternative-water-resources-

genera-news/

 

Employment up at Port of Catoosa as construction booms

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/employment-up-at-port-of-catoosa-as-

construction-booms-general-news/

 

OKC officials: Sheridan-Walker office space sale to close old debt

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/officials-sheridan-walker-sale-to-close-old-debt-

real-estate/

 

GOP candidates spar over gun charges

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/gop-candidates-spar-over-gun-charges-capitol/

 

Fourth Reading: A letter to House Speaker Kris Steele

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/fourth-reading-a-letter-to-house-speaker-kris-

steele-opinion/

 

Free Market Friday: Echoes of others

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/free-market-friday-echoes-of-others-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
GI largely barred from discussing WikiLeaks harm

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/corporation-commission-oks-ong-tariff-settlement-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/choking-crude-oil-theft-next-generation-of-well-monitoring-uses-real-time-technology-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/choking-crude-oil-theft-next-generation-of-well-monitoring-uses-real-time-technology-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/chesapeake-faces-two-retirement-plan-lawsuits-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/chesapeake-faces-two-retirement-plan-lawsuits-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/communities-mull-alternative-water-resources-genera-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/communities-mull-alternative-water-resources-genera-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/employment-up-at-port-of-catoosa-as-construction-booms-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/employment-up-at-port-of-catoosa-as-construction-booms-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/officials-sheridan-walker-sale-to-close-old-debt-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/officials-sheridan-walker-sale-to-close-old-debt-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/gop-candidates-spar-over-gun-charges-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/fourth-reading-a-letter-to-house-speaker-kris-steele-opinion/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/fourth-reading-a-letter-to-house-speaker-kris-steele-opinion/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/19/free-market-friday-echoes-of-others-opinion/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x9840941/GI-largely-barred-from-discussing-WikiLeaks-harm
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html


Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
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Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 12, 2012
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 9:43:10 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman

http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-

chairman/article/3691625#ixzz20PmoKDc1

 

Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-

drug/article/3691617#ixzz20PnLloqR

 

Edmond's July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single-month record

http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-

record/article/3691592#ixzz20Pm6Y0M7

 

U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee

http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634

 

Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman

http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-

chairman/article/3691625#ixzz20PmoKDc1

 

Edmond, police union agree on labor contract

http://newsok.com/edmond-police-union-agree-on-labor-contract/article/3691631

 

Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-

drug/article/3691617#ixzz20PnLloqR

 

Oklahoma City's Single Again Club offers fun and friendship

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-single-again-club-offers-fun-and-

friendship/article/3691588#ixzz20PnbzbEK

 

Oklahoma City public high schools will start career academies this fall

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-high-schools-will-start-career-academies-

this-fall/article/3691713#ixzz20PnpbrEm

 

Norman City Council splits vote on businessman's request for land-use relief

http://newsok.com/norman-city-council-splits-vote-on-businessmans-request-for-

land-use-relief/article/3691597#ixzz20Po2BbG9

 

Law enforcers, school officials practice 'shooter' scenarios in Norman
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Fashion show will benefit international women's business program

http://newsok.com/fashion-show-will-benefit-international-womens-business-

program/article/3691552#ixzz20PoZCTiB

 

Official Oklahoma City Thunder basketball licensing a slam dunk for cookie basket

company

http://newsok.com/official-oklahoma-city-thunder-basketball-licensing-a-slam-dunk-

for-cookie-basket-company/article/3691615#ixzz20PotJhXo

 

More charges filed against former Oklahoma insurance agent

http://newsok.com/more-charges-filed-against-former-oklahoma-insurance-

agent/article/3691621#ixzz20Pp3HOxY

 

Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids migrate and

pose a threat to drinking water?

http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-

fluids-migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653#ixzz20PpFygib

 

Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale

http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-

lease-sale/article/3691652#ixzz20PpdABLz

 

Norman-area families can get free school supplies

http://newsok.com/norman-area-families-can-get-free-school-

supplies/article/3691591

 

Let's tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical examiner's office

http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-

examiners-office/article/3691572#ixzz20PqHJrji
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880

 

Former Oklahoma County DA to lead Human Services Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A8_CUTLIN783715

 

State secures more doses of key execution drug

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
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GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703

 

New trash cart delivery starts Monday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=593&articleid=20120712_16_A1_CUTLIN677719

 

Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting 'Obamacare'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069

 

Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District property

code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806

 

Washington briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195

 

4-year-old thrown 50 feet from vehicle in LeFlore County

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=298&articleid=20120712_298_0_Ayearo790405

 

Lawton man bound over for trial in boy's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_LAWTON430912

 

Law enforcers, school officials practice 'shooter' scenarios in Norman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_NORMAN899441

 

Midwest City teen gets life sentence for stepbrother's death during robbery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_OKLAHO219443

 

Yukon Public Schools board members could face criminal charges

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_YUKONA686966

 

Oklahoma City dentist pleads guilty to fraud

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_0_OKLAHO253999

 

Owasso police officer 'doesn't regret' use of elbow during arrest
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Honors await men who pulled victim out of fiery Okmulgee County crash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_12_A13_Lawenf228722

 

Man accused of ramming car in drunken road rage incident

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_450_0_Anaccu337089

 

Retired local Tulsa detectives lead new model for solving cold cases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A1_CUTLIN792193

 

American Airlines' new offer weighed by TWU members

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247

 

Soldiers oppose ruling on Stolen Valor Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_CUTLIN757575

 

Ozone exceeding EPA's standards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_ULNSin955249

 

New city water additive can kill aquarium fish if not neutralized

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_Anewch383075

 

School expert speaks at chamber forum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120712_19_A8_Reduci360507

 

Tulsa officials plan to hire downtown consultant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=689&articleid=20120712_11_A8_Acoali920179

 

Federal internship program helps wounded veterans find work, transition

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A13_Inanef220751

 

OSU-Tulsa president named chairman of National Council for Nonprofits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120712_11_A13_CUTLIN291017

 

Editorial: State, local revenue reports encouraging
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Editorial: Violent sex crimes remain problem for U.S. military

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120712_61_A14_Arasho204638

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-

in-land-lease-lawsuit-energy/

 

Unit to buy Noble assets

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/

 

CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-

news/

 

Tulsa may reduce test area for form-based codes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/tulsa-may-reduce-test-area-for-form-based-

codes-real-estate/

 

Outlet Shoppes owners take county to court over property tax assessment

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/outlet-shoppes-owners-take-county-to-court-

over-property-tax-assessment/

 

Officials: Group’s move to stop reconditioning, recertifying helmets will cost school

districts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/officials-groups-move-to-stop-reconditioning-

recertifying-helmets-will-cost-school-districts-general-news/.

 

Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-

drought-general-news/

 

Will Rogers World Airport passenger traffic increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/will-rogers-world-airport-passenger-traffic-

increases-aerospace/

 

Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-

bonuses-health-care/

 

US unemployment benefit applications fall to 350,000, lowest in 4 years; drop may be

temporary
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http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_UNEMPLOYMENT_BENEFITS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Oil prices bounce back near $86

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oil-prices-bounce-back-near-86-energy/

 

Electric rates not falling along with fuel costs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/electric-rates-not-falling-along-with-fuel-costs-

energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_UNEMPLOYMENT_BENEFITS?SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_UNEMPLOYMENT_BENEFITS?SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oil-prices-bounce-back-near-86-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/electric-rates-not-falling-along-with-fuel-costs-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/electric-rates-not-falling-along-with-fuel-costs-energy/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/


 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 12, 2012
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 9:43:10 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman

http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-

chairman/article/3691625#ixzz20PmoKDc1

 

Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-

drug/article/3691617#ixzz20PnLloqR

 

Edmond's July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single-month record

http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-

record/article/3691592#ixzz20Pm6Y0M7

 

U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee

http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634

 

Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman

http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-

chairman/article/3691625#ixzz20PmoKDc1

 

Edmond, police union agree on labor contract

http://newsok.com/edmond-police-union-agree-on-labor-contract/article/3691631

 

Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-

drug/article/3691617#ixzz20PnLloqR

 

Oklahoma City's Single Again Club offers fun and friendship

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-citys-single-again-club-offers-fun-and-

friendship/article/3691588#ixzz20PnbzbEK

 

Oklahoma City public high schools will start career academies this fall

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-high-schools-will-start-career-academies-

this-fall/article/3691713#ixzz20PnpbrEm

 

Norman City Council splits vote on businessman's request for land-use relief

http://newsok.com/norman-city-council-splits-vote-on-businessmans-request-for-

land-use-relief/article/3691597#ixzz20Po2BbG9

 

Law enforcers, school officials practice 'shooter' scenarios in Norman

http://newsok.com/law-enforcers-school-officials-practice-shooter-scenarios-in-

mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
http://www.newsok.com/
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norman/article/3691585#ixzz20PoDZUcn

 

Fashion show will benefit international women's business program

http://newsok.com/fashion-show-will-benefit-international-womens-business-

program/article/3691552#ixzz20PoZCTiB

 

Official Oklahoma City Thunder basketball licensing a slam dunk for cookie basket

company

http://newsok.com/official-oklahoma-city-thunder-basketball-licensing-a-slam-dunk-

for-cookie-basket-company/article/3691615#ixzz20PotJhXo

 

More charges filed against former Oklahoma insurance agent

http://newsok.com/more-charges-filed-against-former-oklahoma-insurance-

agent/article/3691621#ixzz20Pp3HOxY

 

Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids migrate and

pose a threat to drinking water?

http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-

fluids-migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653#ixzz20PpFygib

 

Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale

http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-

lease-sale/article/3691652#ixzz20PpdABLz

 

Norman-area families can get free school supplies

http://newsok.com/norman-area-families-can-get-free-school-

supplies/article/3691591

 

Let's tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical examiner's office

http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-

examiners-office/article/3691572#ixzz20PqHJrji
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880

 

Former Oklahoma County DA to lead Human Services Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A8_CUTLIN783715

 

State secures more doses of key execution drug

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
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GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703

 

New trash cart delivery starts Monday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=593&articleid=20120712_16_A1_CUTLIN677719

 

Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting 'Obamacare'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069

 

Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District property

code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806

 

Washington briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195

 

4-year-old thrown 50 feet from vehicle in LeFlore County

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=298&articleid=20120712_298_0_Ayearo790405

 

Lawton man bound over for trial in boy's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_LAWTON430912

 

Law enforcers, school officials practice 'shooter' scenarios in Norman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_NORMAN899441

 

Midwest City teen gets life sentence for stepbrother's death during robbery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_OKLAHO219443

 

Yukon Public Schools board members could face criminal charges

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_YUKONA686966

 

Oklahoma City dentist pleads guilty to fraud

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_0_OKLAHO253999

 

Owasso police officer 'doesn't regret' use of elbow during arrest
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=593&articleid=20120712_16_A1_CUTLIN677719
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=593&articleid=20120712_16_A1_CUTLIN677719
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=298&articleid=20120712_298_0_Ayearo790405
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=298&articleid=20120712_298_0_Ayearo790405
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_LAWTON430912
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_LAWTON430912
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_NORMAN899441
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_NORMAN899441
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_OKLAHO219443
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_OKLAHO219443
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_YUKONA686966
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20120712_12_0_YUKONA686966
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_0_OKLAHO253999
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_0_OKLAHO253999
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=325&articleid=20120712_12_A11_OWASSO565829


subjectid=325&articleid=20120712_12_A11_OWASSO565829

 

Honors await men who pulled victim out of fiery Okmulgee County crash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_12_A13_Lawenf228722

 

Man accused of ramming car in drunken road rage incident

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_450_0_Anaccu337089

 

Retired local Tulsa detectives lead new model for solving cold cases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A1_CUTLIN792193

 

American Airlines' new offer weighed by TWU members

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247

 

Soldiers oppose ruling on Stolen Valor Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_CUTLIN757575

 

Ozone exceeding EPA's standards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_ULNSin955249

 

New city water additive can kill aquarium fish if not neutralized

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_Anewch383075

 

School expert speaks at chamber forum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120712_19_A8_Reduci360507

 

Tulsa officials plan to hire downtown consultant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=689&articleid=20120712_11_A8_Acoali920179

 

Federal internship program helps wounded veterans find work, transition

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A13_Inanef220751

 

OSU-Tulsa president named chairman of National Council for Nonprofits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120712_11_A13_CUTLIN291017

 

Editorial: State, local revenue reports encouraging

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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subjectid=61&articleid=20120712_61_A14_Theres769926

 

Editorial: Violent sex crimes remain problem for U.S. military

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120712_61_A14_Arasho204638

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-

in-land-lease-lawsuit-energy/

 

Unit to buy Noble assets

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/

 

CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-

news/

 

Tulsa may reduce test area for form-based codes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/tulsa-may-reduce-test-area-for-form-based-

codes-real-estate/

 

Outlet Shoppes owners take county to court over property tax assessment

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/outlet-shoppes-owners-take-county-to-court-

over-property-tax-assessment/

 

Officials: Group’s move to stop reconditioning, recertifying helmets will cost school

districts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/officials-groups-move-to-stop-reconditioning-

recertifying-helmets-will-cost-school-districts-general-news/.

 

Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-

drought-general-news/

 

Will Rogers World Airport passenger traffic increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/will-rogers-world-airport-passenger-traffic-

increases-aerospace/

 

Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-

bonuses-health-care/

 

US unemployment benefit applications fall to 350,000, lowest in 4 years; drop may be

temporary
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http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_UNEMPLOYMENT_BENEFITS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Oil prices bounce back near $86

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oil-prices-bounce-back-near-86-energy/

 

Electric rates not falling along with fuel costs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/electric-rates-not-falling-along-with-fuel-costs-

energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 7-9, 2012
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:38:04 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Health care exchange in Oklahoma remains a wait and see

http://newsok.com/health-care-exchange-in-oklahoma-remains-a-wait-and-

see/article/3690398#ixzz208GAkyYm

 

Murdered Oklahoma girl's mother files $3 million claim against state

http://newsok.com/murdered-oklahoma-girls-mother-files-3-million-claim-against-

state/article/3690910#ixzz208GS22Vx

 

Oklahoma higher education leaders concerned about shrinking state funding

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-higher-education-leaders-concerned-about-shrinking-

state-funding/article/3690844#ixzz208GjrNIh

 

Oklahoma Rep. Frank Lucas to lead committee work on new farm bill next week

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-rep.-frank-lucas-to-lead-committee-work-on-new-farm-

bill-next-week/article/3690570#ixzz208HHXaPA

 

Groups rally against health care law at Oklahoma Capitol

http://newsok.com/groups-rally-against-health-care-law-at-oklahoma-

capitol/article/3690743#ixzz208HsSt2S

 

Oklahoma leaders still mulling federal health care

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care/article/3690643

 

Hispanic Chamber plans program on Oklahoma's changing demographics

http://newsok.com/hispanic-chamber-plans-program-on-oklahomas-changing-

demographics/article/3690290#ixzz208IP0HzP

 

Oklahoma City Council studies Sunday transit options

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-studies-sunday-transit-

options/article/3690301

 

Bricktown bar managers arrested for patrons' actions

http://newsok.com/bricktown-bar-managers-arrested-for-patrons-

actions/article/3690882?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Oklahoma's painkiller abuse 'crisis' is growing, experts say

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-painkiller-abuse-crisis-is-growing-experts-

say/article/3690845#ixzz208JVmOWw

 

Bricktown bar managers arrested for patrons' actions
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http://newsok.com/bricktown-bar-managers-arrested-for-patrons-

actions/article/3690882

 

Oklahoma City Public Schools, OCU Law School rivals in bidding to buy former

Central High School

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-schools-ocu-law-school-rivals-in-bidding-to-

buy-former-central-high-school/article/3690663#ixzz208K1Xukh

 

Stillwater entrepreneur draws on ranching roots to form successful software firm

http://newsok.com/stillwater-entrepreneur-draws-on-ranching-roots-to-form-

successful-software-firm/article/3690575#ixzz208KQHAas

 

Trend shows American oil imports could be eliminated

http://newsok.com/trend-shows-american-oil-imports-could-be-

eliminated/article/3690012#ixzz208Kqpaal

 

Resistance to health insurance exchanges only continues to build in GOP

http://newsok.com/resistance-to-health-insurance-exchanges-only-continues-to-

build-in-gop/article/3690239#ixzz208LG46hY

 

Money only part of the story in seeking elective office

http://newsok.com/money-only-part-of-the-story-in-seeking-elective-

office/article/3690227#ixzz208LPqx8e

 

More bad news on the economy, more dodging by the president

http://newsok.com/more-bad-news-on-the-economy-more-dodging-by-the-

president/article/3690228#ixzz208LdfZwx

 

Oklahoma school district officials should move forward

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-school-district-officials-should-move-

forward/article/3690229

 

ScissorTales: Hate to say it, but here we go again

http://newsok.com/scissortales-hate-to-say-it-but-here-we-go-

again/article/3690217#ixzz208M7cQEk
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Health law's expanded Medicaid could halve Oklahoma's uninsured poor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Moreth164331

 

Redistricting has added to Oklahoma GOP's advantage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Oklaho538532
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Some congressional candidates benefit from government health subsidies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A1_CUTLIN495415

 

Oklahomans rally against health-care law at state Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_18_A8_OKLAHO164451

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: New House Speaker T.W. Shannon faces

Republican balancing act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_Ispoke287587

 

Oklahoma House to release list of approved studies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A17_OKLAHO425178

 

Political Report Notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_CUTLIN679245

 

Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin... Dan Arthrell... Rep.

Mike Ritze

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_hGovMa154392

 

Inmate sues DOC over execution drug protocol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120707_16_A11_CUTLIN957500

 

Analysis: Little hope for compromise in Congress

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A13_WASHIN894740

 

Politics Briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A5_hDemsw920645

 

Tulsa's Fix Our Streets initiative has seen 44 neighborhood projects completed, with

35 remaining

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120708_11_A1_CUTLIN428103

 

Clinton looks for better US-Pakistani cooperation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_0_TOKYOU195158
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Despite glitches, new trash service off to good start, new hauler says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120708_11_A17_Weekon297812

 

Tulsa's dedicated recylers not letting temporary service suspension slow them down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_16_A21_CUTLIN362400

 

Health care ruling triggers millions in campaign donations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_A14_WASHIN554495

 

New trash carts begin arriving

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=593&articleid=20120707_11_A1_CUTLIN183375

 

Cherry Street explores ways to fund improvements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120707_16_A15_CUTLIN456281

 

Presidential campaigns react to weak jobs report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120707_13_A8_CUTLIN767226

 

Media mogul Rupert Murdoch steps up visibility in US politics

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120707_13_A8_CUTLIN435355

 

Cost keeping Oklahomans from getting dental care, study finds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120709_19_A1_ULNSia894411

 

Shawnee police purchase car tag scanner

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120709_12_0_Threec744492

 

Oklahoma City Bricktown bar managers arrested for patrons' actions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120709_12_0_OLHMIY264725

 

Population of Verdigris in Rogers County jumps 119 percent in 10 years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_12_A9_CUTLIN230

 

Mother blames DHS for daughter's death; seeks $3 million from state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_11_A10_OKLAHO42351
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Oklahoma City to begin online school

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_19_A11_OKLAHO331754

 

Area school districts trying to save summer learning programs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120708_19_A17_CUTLIN532455

 

Sex crimes not unusual at Fort Sill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_14_A10_FORTSI433466

 

Rep. Lucas working on new farm bill  -  his fourth

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A10_CUTLIN950357

 

Family shocked soldier's appeal rejected

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_12_A12_CUTLIN733073

 

Tulsa on track for low year in homicides despite high-profile killings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_11_A1_CUTLIN722889

 

Men posing as police officers ransack apartment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120709_450_0_Twomen165899

 

Raccoon knocks out power to Jenks residents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=324&articleid=20120709_324_0_JNSOfc137487

 

Indian land changed hands after incompetency declaration

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_11_A9_ULNSao867629

 

Pair of Tulsa students speak up for Dream Act, advocate for immigration reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A1_CUTLIN192541

 

Judge bans Internet release of juror names

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120708_14_A1_CUTLIN594300

 

Fire destroys shop with antique vehicles in Owasso

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_0_OWASSO365175
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Obama's policy gives 20-year-old immigrant hope for future

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A8_Lupeju670700

 

DUI check nabs seven on drunk driving charges

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120708_17_A20_Sevenp57925

 

Ex-inmate dedicated to helping incarcerated women

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A20_CUTLIN205431

 

Oklahoma facing 'education crisis,' says OU President David Boren

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A20_CUTLIN85198

 

Parole reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120709_61_A7_StateQ409378

 

Federal grant will provide veterans transportation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120709_61_A7_Federa947828

 

Obamatrip?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_Thanks692932

 

What lessons were 'learned' in drug makers fraud?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_ULNSlx536179

 

Americans can't be fooled for long

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120708_213_G6_CUTLIN425806

 

It's time for Tulsa to embrace recycling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120708_211_G1_Soonev215519

 

Smoke in our eyes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120708_214_G1_CUTLIN664697
 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A8_Lupeju670700
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A8_Lupeju670700
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120708_17_A20_Sevenp57925
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?subjectid=450&articleid=20120708_17_A20_Sevenp57925
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A20_CUTLIN205431
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A20_CUTLIN205431
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A20_CUTLIN85198
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A20_CUTLIN85198
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120709_61_A7_StateQ409378
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120709_61_A7_StateQ409378
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120709_61_A7_Federa947828
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120709_61_A7_Federa947828
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_Thanks692932
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_Thanks692932
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_ULNSlx536179
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_ULNSlx536179
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=213&articleid=20120708_213_G6_CUTLIN425806
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=213&articleid=20120708_213_G6_CUTLIN425806
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20120708_211_G1_Soonev215519
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20120708_211_G1_Soonev215519
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=214&articleid=20120708_214_G1_CUTLIN664697
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=214&articleid=20120708_214_G1_CUTLIN664697
http://www.journalrecord.com/


Executive Session: Dwight Scott, Oklahoma City Zoo

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/executive-session-dwight-scott-general-news/

 

Bakery worker wins appeal for seniority

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/bakery-worker-wins-appeal-for-seniority-law/

 

Work groups, American Airlines to resume talks

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/work-groups-american-airlines-to-resume-talks-

aerospace/

 

Stop sign keeping up with the times

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/stop-sign-keeping-up-with-the-times-general-

news/

 

Purple Heart issue divides mental health counselors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/purple-heart-issue-divides-mental-health-

counselors-health-care/

 

I2e cultivates networking with quarterly events

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/i2e-cultivates-networking-with-quarterly-events-

general-news/

 

Experts: Drought inevitable for 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/experts-drought-inevitable-for-2012-general-

news/

 

California investor group buys Tulsa Kum & Go convenience store

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/california-investor-group-buys-tulsa-kum-go-

convenience-store-real-estate/

 

US stocks open lower as Spain's borrowing rates hit dangerous levels

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge keeps jurors’ names off Internet

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
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Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 
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KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 7-9, 2012
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:38:04 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Health care exchange in Oklahoma remains a wait and see

http://newsok.com/health-care-exchange-in-oklahoma-remains-a-wait-and-

see/article/3690398#ixzz208GAkyYm

 

Murdered Oklahoma girl's mother files $3 million claim against state

http://newsok.com/murdered-oklahoma-girls-mother-files-3-million-claim-against-

state/article/3690910#ixzz208GS22Vx

 

Oklahoma higher education leaders concerned about shrinking state funding

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-higher-education-leaders-concerned-about-shrinking-

state-funding/article/3690844#ixzz208GjrNIh

 

Oklahoma Rep. Frank Lucas to lead committee work on new farm bill next week

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-rep.-frank-lucas-to-lead-committee-work-on-new-farm-

bill-next-week/article/3690570#ixzz208HHXaPA

 

Groups rally against health care law at Oklahoma Capitol

http://newsok.com/groups-rally-against-health-care-law-at-oklahoma-

capitol/article/3690743#ixzz208HsSt2S

 

Oklahoma leaders still mulling federal health care

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care/article/3690643

 

Hispanic Chamber plans program on Oklahoma's changing demographics

http://newsok.com/hispanic-chamber-plans-program-on-oklahomas-changing-

demographics/article/3690290#ixzz208IP0HzP

 

Oklahoma City Council studies Sunday transit options

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-studies-sunday-transit-

options/article/3690301

 

Bricktown bar managers arrested for patrons' actions

http://newsok.com/bricktown-bar-managers-arrested-for-patrons-

actions/article/3690882?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Oklahoma's painkiller abuse 'crisis' is growing, experts say

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-painkiller-abuse-crisis-is-growing-experts-

say/article/3690845#ixzz208JVmOWw

 

Bricktown bar managers arrested for patrons' actions
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http://newsok.com/bricktown-bar-managers-arrested-for-patrons-

actions/article/3690882

 

Oklahoma City Public Schools, OCU Law School rivals in bidding to buy former

Central High School

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-schools-ocu-law-school-rivals-in-bidding-to-

buy-former-central-high-school/article/3690663#ixzz208K1Xukh

 

Stillwater entrepreneur draws on ranching roots to form successful software firm

http://newsok.com/stillwater-entrepreneur-draws-on-ranching-roots-to-form-

successful-software-firm/article/3690575#ixzz208KQHAas

 

Trend shows American oil imports could be eliminated

http://newsok.com/trend-shows-american-oil-imports-could-be-

eliminated/article/3690012#ixzz208Kqpaal

 

Resistance to health insurance exchanges only continues to build in GOP

http://newsok.com/resistance-to-health-insurance-exchanges-only-continues-to-

build-in-gop/article/3690239#ixzz208LG46hY

 

Money only part of the story in seeking elective office

http://newsok.com/money-only-part-of-the-story-in-seeking-elective-

office/article/3690227#ixzz208LPqx8e

 

More bad news on the economy, more dodging by the president

http://newsok.com/more-bad-news-on-the-economy-more-dodging-by-the-

president/article/3690228#ixzz208LdfZwx

 

Oklahoma school district officials should move forward

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-school-district-officials-should-move-

forward/article/3690229

 

ScissorTales: Hate to say it, but here we go again

http://newsok.com/scissortales-hate-to-say-it-but-here-we-go-

again/article/3690217#ixzz208M7cQEk
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Health law's expanded Medicaid could halve Oklahoma's uninsured poor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Moreth164331

 

Redistricting has added to Oklahoma GOP's advantage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Oklaho538532
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Some congressional candidates benefit from government health subsidies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A1_CUTLIN495415

 

Oklahomans rally against health-care law at state Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_18_A8_OKLAHO164451

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: New House Speaker T.W. Shannon faces

Republican balancing act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_Ispoke287587

 

Oklahoma House to release list of approved studies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A17_OKLAHO425178

 

Political Report Notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_CUTLIN679245

 

Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin... Dan Arthrell... Rep.

Mike Ritze

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_hGovMa154392

 

Inmate sues DOC over execution drug protocol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120707_16_A11_CUTLIN957500

 

Analysis: Little hope for compromise in Congress

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A13_WASHIN894740

 

Politics Briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A5_hDemsw920645

 

Tulsa's Fix Our Streets initiative has seen 44 neighborhood projects completed, with

35 remaining

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120708_11_A1_CUTLIN428103

 

Clinton looks for better US-Pakistani cooperation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_0_TOKYOU195158
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Despite glitches, new trash service off to good start, new hauler says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120708_11_A17_Weekon297812

 

Tulsa's dedicated recylers not letting temporary service suspension slow them down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_16_A21_CUTLIN362400

 

Health care ruling triggers millions in campaign donations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_A14_WASHIN554495

 

New trash carts begin arriving

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=593&articleid=20120707_11_A1_CUTLIN183375

 

Cherry Street explores ways to fund improvements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120707_16_A15_CUTLIN456281

 

Presidential campaigns react to weak jobs report

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120707_13_A8_CUTLIN767226

 

Media mogul Rupert Murdoch steps up visibility in US politics

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120707_13_A8_CUTLIN435355

 

Cost keeping Oklahomans from getting dental care, study finds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120709_19_A1_ULNSia894411

 

Shawnee police purchase car tag scanner

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120709_12_0_Threec744492

 

Oklahoma City Bricktown bar managers arrested for patrons' actions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120709_12_0_OLHMIY264725

 

Population of Verdigris in Rogers County jumps 119 percent in 10 years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_12_A9_CUTLIN230

 

Mother blames DHS for daughter's death; seeks $3 million from state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_11_A10_OKLAHO42351
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Oklahoma City to begin online school

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_19_A11_OKLAHO331754

 

Area school districts trying to save summer learning programs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120708_19_A17_CUTLIN532455

 

Sex crimes not unusual at Fort Sill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_14_A10_FORTSI433466

 

Rep. Lucas working on new farm bill  -  his fourth

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A10_CUTLIN950357

 

Family shocked soldier's appeal rejected

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_12_A12_CUTLIN733073

 

Tulsa on track for low year in homicides despite high-profile killings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_11_A1_CUTLIN722889

 

Men posing as police officers ransack apartment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120709_450_0_Twomen165899

 

Raccoon knocks out power to Jenks residents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=324&articleid=20120709_324_0_JNSOfc137487

 

Indian land changed hands after incompetency declaration

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120709_11_A9_ULNSao867629

 

Pair of Tulsa students speak up for Dream Act, advocate for immigration reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A1_CUTLIN192541

 

Judge bans Internet release of juror names

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120708_14_A1_CUTLIN594300

 

Fire destroys shop with antique vehicles in Owasso

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_0_OWASSO365175
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Obama's policy gives 20-year-old immigrant hope for future

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A8_Lupeju670700

 

DUI check nabs seven on drunk driving charges

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120708_17_A20_Sevenp57925

 

Ex-inmate dedicated to helping incarcerated women

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A20_CUTLIN205431

 

Oklahoma facing 'education crisis,' says OU President David Boren

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120708_11_A20_CUTLIN85198

 

Parole reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120709_61_A7_StateQ409378

 

Federal grant will provide veterans transportation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120709_61_A7_Federa947828

 

Obamatrip?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_Thanks692932

 

What lessons were 'learned' in drug makers fraud?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_ULNSlx536179

 

Americans can't be fooled for long

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120708_213_G6_CUTLIN425806

 

It's time for Tulsa to embrace recycling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120708_211_G1_Soonev215519

 

Smoke in our eyes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120708_214_G1_CUTLIN664697
 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Executive Session: Dwight Scott, Oklahoma City Zoo

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/executive-session-dwight-scott-general-news/

 

Bakery worker wins appeal for seniority

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/bakery-worker-wins-appeal-for-seniority-law/

 

Work groups, American Airlines to resume talks

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/work-groups-american-airlines-to-resume-talks-

aerospace/

 

Stop sign keeping up with the times

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/stop-sign-keeping-up-with-the-times-general-

news/

 

Purple Heart issue divides mental health counselors

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/purple-heart-issue-divides-mental-health-

counselors-health-care/

 

I2e cultivates networking with quarterly events

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/i2e-cultivates-networking-with-quarterly-events-

general-news/

 

Experts: Drought inevitable for 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/experts-drought-inevitable-for-2012-general-

news/

 

California investor group buys Tulsa Kum & Go convenience store

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/california-investor-group-buys-tulsa-kum-go-

convenience-store-real-estate/

 

US stocks open lower as Spain's borrowing rates hit dangerous levels

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Judge keeps jurors’ names off Internet

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
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Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
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http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/
http://news.oeta.tv/
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http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/


KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 6, 2012
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 9:34:48 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma growth rate slows due to declining oil, natural gas production

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-growth-rate-slows-due-to-declining-oil-natural-gas-

production/article/3689888#ixzz1zqtBLGRE

 

Governor will lead trade delegation to air show near London

http://newsok.com/governor-will-lead-trade-delegation-to-air-show-near-

london/article/3690072#ixzz1zqtIOW1F

 

Tobacco ban takes effect this week at University of Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-takes-effect-this-week-at-university-of-

oklahoma/article/3689972#ixzz1zqtWM1Iz

 

Council approves anti-smoking sign for Oklahoma City parks 

http://newsok.com/council-approves-anti-smoking-sign-for-oklahoma-city-

parks/article/3689743#ixzz1zqtdfSlt

 

Questions and answers with Victor Bird, director of the Oklahoma Aeronautics

Commission 

http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-victor-bird-director-of-the-oklahoma-

aeronautics-commission/article/3690005#ixzz1zqtkH357

 

Bethany, OK, police make arrest in Carina Saunders slaying case 

 http://newsok.com/bethany-ok-police-make-arrest-in-carina-saunders-slaying-

case/article/3689969#ixzz1zqu0wRdl

 

Continental Resources program helps make relocation to Oklahoma City smooth 

http://newsok.com/continental-resources-program-helps-make-relocation-to-

oklahoma-city-smooth/article/3690009#ixzz1zquA5nyz

 

Oklahoma City basked in exposure, cash during Thunder's NBA Finals run 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-basked-in-exposure-cash-during-thunders-nba-

finals-run/article/3690025#ixzz1zquKj0mH

 

Oklahoma researchers develop way to detect surgically implanted bombs 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-researchers-develop-way-to-detect-surgically-

implanted-bombs/article/3689975#ixzz1zqufHJiX

 

US employers add 80,000 jobs as economy struggles 

http://newsok.com/us-employers-add-80000-jobs-as-economy-

struggles/article/feed/401162#ixzz1zqunnh1m
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US stocks drop after weak June jobs report 

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-drop-after-weak-june-jobs-

report/article/feed/401166#ixzz1zqutvThP

 

Official: More in US convinced of climate change 

http://newsok.com/official-more-in-us-convinced-of-climate-

change/article/feed/401172#ixzz1zqv529ZJ

 

Tulsa police seek suspects after ‘fireworks war'

http://newsok.com/tulsa-police-seek-suspects-after-fireworks-war/article/3690156

 

Triple-digit temperatures expected Friday in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/triple-digit-temperatures-expected-friday-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3690155

 

Case dismissed for Oklahoma man charged with murder 

http://newsok.com/case-dismissed-for-oklahoma-man-charged-with-

murder/article/3690154#ixzz1zqvT5Fz1

 

Cowboys and cowgirls from across U.S. seek title of Battle in the Saddle in Oklahoma

City 

http://newsok.com/cowboys-and-cowgirls-from-across-u.s.-seek-title-of-battle-in-the-

saddle-in-oklahoma-city/article/3690054#ixzz1zqvgFzQn

 

Oklahoma City high school behind bars provides hope for incarcerated juveniles 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-high-school-behind-bars-provides-hope-for-

incarcerated-juveniles/article/3690046#ixzz1zqvpDGal

 

Authorities allege drug ring inside Sulphur nursing home 

http://newsok.com/authorities-allege-drug-ring-inside-sulphur-nursing-

home/article/3690042#ixzz1zqvwCCic

 

More states freed from No Child Left Behind law 

http://newsok.com/more-states-freed-from-no-child-left-behind-

law/article/feed/401118#ixzz1zqw77FBE

 

Rain chances could bring Oklahoma City relief from heat this weekend

http://newsok.com/rain-chances-could-bring-oklahoma-city-relief-from-heat-this-

weekend/article/3689884#ixzz1zqwOf2cZ

 

Corrections never fails to present challenge for Oklahoma policymakers 

http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-

policymakers/article/3689940#ixzz1zqweNe3p

 

Proposing reduction in Oklahoma lottery mandate is a ticket to controversy 

http://newsok.com/proposing-reduction-in-oklahoma-lottery-mandate-is-a-ticket-to-

controversy/article/3689939#ixzz1zqwlsHxj
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Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State seeking mortgage-victim applicants for $18.6 million redress fund

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN466943

 

Does your insurance qualify under ACA? Oklahomans won't know anytime soon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A1_Withth737011

 

State revenue rises 7.7 percent in fiscal 2012

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OKLAHO965822

 

Law sought to restrict role of governor in parole process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO331445

 

Gov. Fallin's daughter married seven weeks after annulment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO492026

 

GOP runoff candidates Mullin, Faught spar over 'single payer' comment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_16_A7_CUTLIN284286

 

GOP critics attack Romney's safe approach

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_688_0_hrimgs78938

 

Oklahoma City gains priceless global exposure during NBA Finals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OLHMIY260267

 

New jobs report looms over Obama campaign bus trip

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_SANDUS904890

 

Romney's wife says woman being eyed for ticket

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_WOLFEB907797

 

Case dismissed for Council Hill man charged with murder

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_MUSKOG898274
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Oklahoma City high school behind bars provides hope for incarcerated juveniles

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_OKLAHO431211

 

Oklahoma City man arrested in rape of girl

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_OKLAHO838131

 

Bethany police make arrest in Carina Saunders slaying case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_BETHAN832892

 

Military court upholds Oklahoma soldier's murder conviction

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120706_13_A9_CUTLIN639630

 

Local, State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A13_CUTLIN878129

 

Lakegoers warned to take precautions after recent drownings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN511015

 

Church missions trip lost to fireworks stand shutdown to get help from Rhema

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120706_18_A1_RhemaB786002

 

Rogers school building's face-lift earns historic preservation award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_19_A11_CUTLIN931596

 

Safari's animal sanctuary being handed over to new caregivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_78_A11_CUTLIN616970

 

Grant awarded to help improve veterans transportation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A15_CUTLIN529068

 

Editorial: Medicaid expansion would greatly aid state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120706_61_A16_GvayFl809866

 

Editorial: Rationing? Heat, drought drive water usage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120706_61_A16_Iohnka600277
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Ruling could hike tribes’ employer insurance premiums

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/ruling-could-hike-tribes-employer-insurance-

premiums-law/

 

State lawmakers vow to fight ‘Obamacare’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/state-lawmakers-vow-to-fight-obamacare-

capitol/

 

T12 fluorescent lamp ban to take effect

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/t12-fluorescent-lamp-ban-to-take-effect-energy/

 

Edmond business iCelebrateDiversity.com tries crowdfunding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/edmond-business-icelebratediversity-com-tries-

crowdfunding-finance/

 

Terra Construction wins Army Corps of Engineers wind turbine contract

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/terra-construction-wins-wind-turbine-contract-

energy/

 

Decline in energy taxes slows Okla. growth rate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-

finance/

 

Case and Associates buys south Tulsa land for retail, apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/case-and-associates-buys-south-tulsa-land-for-

retail-apartment-complex-real-estate/

 

Redeemer church to move into former Town & Country School buildings

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/redeemer-church-to-move-into-former-town-

country-school-buildings-real-estate/

 

TransCanada: Lawsuit won’t stop pipeline

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/transcanada-lawsuit-wont-stop-pipeline-energy/

 

Elevations: Tulsa Technology Center Owasso campus

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/elevations-tulsa-technology-center-owasso-

campus-real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Museum issue clouded in conflict

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/fourth-reading-museum-issue-clouded-in-

conflict-opinion/
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Free Market Friday: Founding principles

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/free-market-friday-founding-principles-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Case dismissed for Okla. man charged with murder

 

Decline in energy taxes slows Oklahoma growth rate

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/free-market-friday-founding-principles-opinion/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2004680789/Case-dismissed-for-Okla-man-charged-with-murder
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691119346/Decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-Oklahoma-growth-rate
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/


Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, July 6, 2012
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 9:34:47 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma growth rate slows due to declining oil, natural gas production

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-growth-rate-slows-due-to-declining-oil-natural-gas-

production/article/3689888#ixzz1zqtBLGRE

 

Governor will lead trade delegation to air show near London

http://newsok.com/governor-will-lead-trade-delegation-to-air-show-near-

london/article/3690072#ixzz1zqtIOW1F

 

Tobacco ban takes effect this week at University of Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-takes-effect-this-week-at-university-of-

oklahoma/article/3689972#ixzz1zqtWM1Iz

 

Council approves anti-smoking sign for Oklahoma City parks 

http://newsok.com/council-approves-anti-smoking-sign-for-oklahoma-city-

parks/article/3689743#ixzz1zqtdfSlt

 

Questions and answers with Victor Bird, director of the Oklahoma Aeronautics

Commission 

http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-victor-bird-director-of-the-oklahoma-

aeronautics-commission/article/3690005#ixzz1zqtkH357

 

Bethany, OK, police make arrest in Carina Saunders slaying case 

 http://newsok.com/bethany-ok-police-make-arrest-in-carina-saunders-slaying-

case/article/3689969#ixzz1zqu0wRdl

 

Continental Resources program helps make relocation to Oklahoma City smooth 

http://newsok.com/continental-resources-program-helps-make-relocation-to-

oklahoma-city-smooth/article/3690009#ixzz1zquA5nyz

 

Oklahoma City basked in exposure, cash during Thunder's NBA Finals run 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-basked-in-exposure-cash-during-thunders-nba-

finals-run/article/3690025#ixzz1zquKj0mH

 

Oklahoma researchers develop way to detect surgically implanted bombs 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-researchers-develop-way-to-detect-surgically-

implanted-bombs/article/3689975#ixzz1zqufHJiX

 

US employers add 80,000 jobs as economy struggles 

http://newsok.com/us-employers-add-80000-jobs-as-economy-

struggles/article/feed/401162#ixzz1zqunnh1m
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US stocks drop after weak June jobs report 

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-drop-after-weak-june-jobs-

report/article/feed/401166#ixzz1zqutvThP

 

Official: More in US convinced of climate change 

http://newsok.com/official-more-in-us-convinced-of-climate-

change/article/feed/401172#ixzz1zqv529ZJ

 

Tulsa police seek suspects after ‘fireworks war'

http://newsok.com/tulsa-police-seek-suspects-after-fireworks-war/article/3690156

 

Triple-digit temperatures expected Friday in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/triple-digit-temperatures-expected-friday-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3690155

 

Case dismissed for Oklahoma man charged with murder 

http://newsok.com/case-dismissed-for-oklahoma-man-charged-with-

murder/article/3690154#ixzz1zqvT5Fz1

 

Cowboys and cowgirls from across U.S. seek title of Battle in the Saddle in Oklahoma

City 

http://newsok.com/cowboys-and-cowgirls-from-across-u.s.-seek-title-of-battle-in-the-

saddle-in-oklahoma-city/article/3690054#ixzz1zqvgFzQn

 

Oklahoma City high school behind bars provides hope for incarcerated juveniles 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-high-school-behind-bars-provides-hope-for-

incarcerated-juveniles/article/3690046#ixzz1zqvpDGal

 

Authorities allege drug ring inside Sulphur nursing home 

http://newsok.com/authorities-allege-drug-ring-inside-sulphur-nursing-

home/article/3690042#ixzz1zqvwCCic

 

More states freed from No Child Left Behind law 

http://newsok.com/more-states-freed-from-no-child-left-behind-

law/article/feed/401118#ixzz1zqw77FBE

 

Rain chances could bring Oklahoma City relief from heat this weekend

http://newsok.com/rain-chances-could-bring-oklahoma-city-relief-from-heat-this-

weekend/article/3689884#ixzz1zqwOf2cZ

 

Corrections never fails to present challenge for Oklahoma policymakers 

http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-

policymakers/article/3689940#ixzz1zqweNe3p

 

Proposing reduction in Oklahoma lottery mandate is a ticket to controversy 

http://newsok.com/proposing-reduction-in-oklahoma-lottery-mandate-is-a-ticket-to-

controversy/article/3689939#ixzz1zqwlsHxj
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Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State seeking mortgage-victim applicants for $18.6 million redress fund

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN466943

 

Does your insurance qualify under ACA? Oklahomans won't know anytime soon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A1_Withth737011

 

State revenue rises 7.7 percent in fiscal 2012

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OKLAHO965822

 

Law sought to restrict role of governor in parole process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO331445

 

Gov. Fallin's daughter married seven weeks after annulment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO492026

 

GOP runoff candidates Mullin, Faught spar over 'single payer' comment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_16_A7_CUTLIN284286

 

GOP critics attack Romney's safe approach

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_688_0_hrimgs78938

 

Oklahoma City gains priceless global exposure during NBA Finals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OLHMIY260267

 

New jobs report looms over Obama campaign bus trip

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_SANDUS904890

 

Romney's wife says woman being eyed for ticket

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_WOLFEB907797

 

Case dismissed for Council Hill man charged with murder

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_MUSKOG898274
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Oklahoma City high school behind bars provides hope for incarcerated juveniles

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_OKLAHO431211

 

Oklahoma City man arrested in rape of girl

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_OKLAHO838131

 

Bethany police make arrest in Carina Saunders slaying case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120706_12_0_BETHAN832892

 

Military court upholds Oklahoma soldier's murder conviction

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120706_13_A9_CUTLIN639630

 

Local, State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A13_CUTLIN878129

 

Lakegoers warned to take precautions after recent drownings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN511015

 

Church missions trip lost to fireworks stand shutdown to get help from Rhema

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120706_18_A1_RhemaB786002

 

Rogers school building's face-lift earns historic preservation award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_19_A11_CUTLIN931596

 

Safari's animal sanctuary being handed over to new caregivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_78_A11_CUTLIN616970

 

Grant awarded to help improve veterans transportation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A15_CUTLIN529068

 

Editorial: Medicaid expansion would greatly aid state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120706_61_A16_GvayFl809866

 

Editorial: Rationing? Heat, drought drive water usage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120706_61_A16_Iohnka600277
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Ruling could hike tribes’ employer insurance premiums

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/ruling-could-hike-tribes-employer-insurance-

premiums-law/

 

State lawmakers vow to fight ‘Obamacare’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/state-lawmakers-vow-to-fight-obamacare-

capitol/

 

T12 fluorescent lamp ban to take effect

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/t12-fluorescent-lamp-ban-to-take-effect-energy/

 

Edmond business iCelebrateDiversity.com tries crowdfunding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/edmond-business-icelebratediversity-com-tries-

crowdfunding-finance/

 

Terra Construction wins Army Corps of Engineers wind turbine contract

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/terra-construction-wins-wind-turbine-contract-

energy/

 

Decline in energy taxes slows Okla. growth rate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-

finance/

 

Case and Associates buys south Tulsa land for retail, apartment complex

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/case-and-associates-buys-south-tulsa-land-for-

retail-apartment-complex-real-estate/

 

Redeemer church to move into former Town & Country School buildings

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/redeemer-church-to-move-into-former-town-

country-school-buildings-real-estate/

 

TransCanada: Lawsuit won’t stop pipeline

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/transcanada-lawsuit-wont-stop-pipeline-energy/

 

Elevations: Tulsa Technology Center Owasso campus

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/elevations-tulsa-technology-center-owasso-

campus-real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Museum issue clouded in conflict

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/fourth-reading-museum-issue-clouded-in-

conflict-opinion/

 

http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/ruling-could-hike-tribes-employer-insurance-premiums-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/ruling-could-hike-tribes-employer-insurance-premiums-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/state-lawmakers-vow-to-fight-obamacare-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/state-lawmakers-vow-to-fight-obamacare-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/t12-fluorescent-lamp-ban-to-take-effect-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/edmond-business-icelebratediversity-com-tries-crowdfunding-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/edmond-business-icelebratediversity-com-tries-crowdfunding-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/terra-construction-wins-wind-turbine-contract-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/terra-construction-wins-wind-turbine-contract-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/case-and-associates-buys-south-tulsa-land-for-retail-apartment-complex-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/case-and-associates-buys-south-tulsa-land-for-retail-apartment-complex-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/redeemer-church-to-move-into-former-town-country-school-buildings-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/redeemer-church-to-move-into-former-town-country-school-buildings-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/transcanada-lawsuit-wont-stop-pipeline-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/elevations-tulsa-technology-center-owasso-campus-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/elevations-tulsa-technology-center-owasso-campus-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/fourth-reading-museum-issue-clouded-in-conflict-opinion/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/fourth-reading-museum-issue-clouded-in-conflict-opinion/


Free Market Friday: Founding principles

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/free-market-friday-founding-principles-opinion/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Case dismissed for Okla. man charged with murder

 

Decline in energy taxes slows Oklahoma growth rate

 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 29-31, 2010
Date: Monday, January 31, 2011 9:57:34 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma liquor law changes proposed

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-liquor-law-changes-proposed/article/3536905

 

Senate Republicans have eye on Oklahoma's future success 

http://newsok.com/senate-republicans-have-eye-on-oklahomas-future-

success/article/3536253#ixzz1Cd35XvXE

 

Oklahoma lawmakers call for changes to education board's authority

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-call-for-changes-to-education-boards-

authority/article/3536403#ixzz1Ccf9CKOB

 

Conservative ideological bills concern group

http://www.newsok.com/conservative-ideological-bills-concern-group/article/3536708

 

Cherokee freedmen in limbo as legal cases move slowly in tribal and federal courts

http://newsok.com/cherokee-freedmen-in-limbo-as-legal-cases-move-slowly-in-

tribal-and-federal-courts/article/3536706#ixzz1CcevhUqh

 

Union negotiation process important to Edmond leaders

http://newsok.com/union-negotiation-process-important-to-edmond-

leaders/article/3536234?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Egypt's opposition calls for 1 million on streets

http://newsok.com/egypts-opposition-calls-for-1-million-on-

streets/article/3536932#ixzz1CccSFo3m

 

 Treasury announces bank warrant auction

http://www.newsok.com/treasury-announces-bank-warrant-

auction/article/feed/238814

 

Despite China's might, US factories maintain edge

http://www.newsok.com/despite-chinas-might-us-factories-maintain-

edge/article/feed/238802

 

Democrats push aviation bill as jobs program

http://www.newsok.com/democrats-push-aviation-bill-as-jobs-

program/article/feed/238785

 

Govt advising Americans to eat far less salt

http://newsok.com/govt-advising-americans-to-eat-far-less-
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salt/article/feed/238772#ixzz1CcdNoAZf

 

Candidates for Oklahoma City School Board discuss goals

http://newsok.com/candidates-for-oklahoma-city-school-board-discuss-

goals/article/3536828#ixzz1CcdaDKF2

 

Clinton: Egypt must transition to democracy

http://www.newsok.com/clinton-egypt-must-transition-to-

democracy/article/feed/238674

 

Leaders' power struggle roils 'most livable' Tulsa

http://www.newsok.com/leaders-power-struggle-roils-most-livable-

tulsa/article/3536794

 

Daley asks GOP to detail its proposed budget cuts

http://newsok.com/daley-asks-gop-to-detail-its-proposed-budget-

cuts/article/feed/238686#ixzz1CceH8Fc7

 

Political crisis in Haiti draws help from Clinton 

http://newsok.com/political-crisis-in-haiti-draws-help-from-

clinton/article/feed/238667#ixzz1CceUeYEa

 

At midterm, Obama tries can-do slogan, details TBD

http://newsok.com/at-midterm-obama-tries-can-do-slogan-details-

tbd/article/feed/238550#ixzz1CcfYy7jg

In Obama's reorganization plan, is Commerce first?

http://www.newsok.com/in-obamas-reorganization-plan-is-commerce-

first/article/feed/238564

 

In turnabout, Dems say GOP has dropped job focus 

 http://newsok.com/in-turnabout-dems-say-gop-has-dropped-job-

focus/article/feed/238563#ixzz1Ccg41S7e

 

Axelrod on way out: 'We've learned some lessons'

http://newsok.com/axelrod-on-way-out-weve-learned-some-

lessons/article/feed/238778#ixzz1CcgepwH8

 

Consumer spending up 0.7 percent in December

http://www.newsok.com/consumer-spending-up-0.7-percent-in-

december/article/feed/238815?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 
Oklahoma's O-negative blood supply is low

http://www.newsok.com/oklahomas-o-negative-blood-supply-is-low/article/3536397

 

Hunger increases in Oklahoma, especially in rural areas

http://newsok.com/hunger-increases-in-oklahoma-especially-in-rural-

areas/article/3536302#ixzz1CchUuI8x
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Candidates for Oklahoma City School Board discuss goals

http://newsok.com/candidates-for-oklahoma-city-school-board-discuss-

goals/article/3536828#ixzz1Cci3UVUU

 

iPads aid learning at Deer Creek High School

http://newsok.com/ipads-aid-learning-at-deer-creek-high-

school/article/3536229#ixzz1CciR5F1I

  
Chesapeake strikes $1.2 billion development deal with Chinese company 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-strikes-1.2-billion-development-deal-with-chinese-

company/article/3536833#ixzz1Ccionauo

 

OKC-area housing market smaller

http://www.newsok.com/okc-area-housing-market-smaller/article/3536515

  
Flashing yellow arrow new to Norman and state

http://newsok.com/flashing-yellow-arrow-new-to-norman-and-

state/article/3536204#ixzz1CckQmfBS

 

Human remains found in backyard of Norman home

http://newsok.com/human-remains-found-in-backyard-of-norman-

home/article/3536265#ixzz1Cckdqrqp

 

Flu kills three in Oklahoma so far this season

http://newsok.com/flu-kills-three-in-oklahoma-so-far-this-

season/article/3534046#ixzz1Ccl8R8vZ

 

Oklahoma lawmakers off base in trying to oust judges 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-off-base-in-trying-to-oust-

judges/article/3536260#ixzz1Cd1wh1Qw

 

OCAST is good for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/ocast-is-good-for-oklahoma/article/3536262?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Opponents of Obamacare tussle with reform

http://newsok.com/opponents-of-obamacare-tussle-with-reform/article/3536261?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Oklahoma Board of Ed power play may backfire on board members 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-ed-power-play-may-backfire-on-board-

members/article/3536250#ixzz1Cd2heJBI

 

President's oil-gas actions would hurt Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/presidents-oil-gas-actions-would-hurt-oklahoma/article/3536254?

custom_click=headlines_widget
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Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Poll: Most voters against expanding alcohol sales

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110129_16_A1_CUTLIN802460

Political Notebook: Registration figures

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A26_eitain773933

Possible school consolidation worries parents in north Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A25_CUTLIN399138

Edmondson tapped for new Justice Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A26_ULNSbn628373

Lobbyists spent more than $113,000 on gifts to lawmakers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A11_OKLAHO228248

Lawmaker files bill for cities to collect own sales tax

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A19_CUTLIN912587

Only 40 percent of Oklahomans think Republicans will do a better job than the

Democrats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A1_Oklaho623287

Inhofe's new allies on ethanol issue surprising

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A1_CUTLIN674294

Liquor law reform to be key focus of legislative session

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A10_CUTLIN23426

Strict immigration measures retain solid support

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A1_ULNSui244699

Oklahoma hospitals agree to assessments to gain more Medicaid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A1_OKLAHO730449

Council attorney says he doesn't know where controversial amendment proposal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110129_16_A1_CUTLIN802460
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110129_16_A1_CUTLIN802460
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A26_eitain773933
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A26_eitain773933
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A25_CUTLIN399138
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A25_CUTLIN399138
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A26_ULNSbn628373
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A26_ULNSbn628373
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A11_OKLAHO228248
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A11_OKLAHO228248
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A19_CUTLIN912587
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A19_CUTLIN912587
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A1_Oklaho623287
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A1_Oklaho623287
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A1_CUTLIN674294
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A1_CUTLIN674294
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A10_CUTLIN23426
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A10_CUTLIN23426
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A1_ULNSui244699
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A1_ULNSui244699
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A1_OKLAHO730449
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A1_OKLAHO730449


came from

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110129_11_A15_CUTLIN390587

Bartlett opposes restoring pay bumps for Tulsa firefighters

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110129_11_A1_CUTLIN695694

Researchers suggest alternate migration history for early humans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_13_A16_CUTLIN869435

Obama touts business innovation as economic remedy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_13_A10_WSIGOr677078

Chartered planes offer escape to U.S. citizens in Egypt

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_13_A3_WSIGOA786243

'Crippling' snow storm expected Monday night

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110131_11_0_rmrhtw452862

Armed forces training center complete

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110131_12_A15_CUTLIN657423

Justice system examined in Oklahoma's top-rank for female incarcerations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110130_11_A1_CUTLIN578670

Creek council's vote aims at legal trio, including special prosecutor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110130_16_A26_OKMULG708342

Openly gay officer shares story of acceptance by TPD

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110131_11_A15_ULNSbP518209

Panel reviews school crime data

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110130_19_A19_Crimeo816250

Nominations for FOI awards open

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110130_11_A24_Nomina816223

Egyptians in Oklahoma hopeful for homeland
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subjectid=11&articleid=20110130_11_A3_Egypti403632

River plan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110131_61_A13_ULNSna565121

Foolish harassment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110129_61_A18_Lovehe598907

Is Tulsa's safety net in jeopardy?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20110130_211_G1_Lseroa640414

Making sausage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20110130_214_G6_Thatbi824420

Guns on campus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=261&articleid=20110130_261_G1_CUTLIN542024

 

Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Gurich awaits ruling

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/gurich-awaits-ruling-law/

Cole: Despite cuts, state will do better than others

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/cole-despite-cuts-state-will-do-better-than-

others-capitol/

 
Pre-Paid Legal confirms $650 million buyout

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/31/pre-paid-legal-confirms-650-million-buyout/

 

Cole: Despite cuts, state will do better than others

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/cole-despite-cuts-state-will-do-better-than-

others-capitol/

 

Local publication takes shot at criminals

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/local-publication-takes-shot-at-criminals-law/

 

Urban Financial Group sets course for growth

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/urban-financial-group-sets-course-for-growth-

finance/
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Roth: Algae-fed beef – good for you, Earth

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/roth-algae-fed-beef-%e2%80%93-good-for-you-

earth-opinion/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

Member won’t resign after remark

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131145988/Member-won-t-resign-after-

remark

 

Panel formed to investigate Terrill

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131146016/Panel-formed-to-investigate-

Terrill
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 29-31, 2010
Date: Monday, January 31, 2011 9:57:34 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma liquor law changes proposed

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-liquor-law-changes-proposed/article/3536905

 

Senate Republicans have eye on Oklahoma's future success 

http://newsok.com/senate-republicans-have-eye-on-oklahomas-future-

success/article/3536253#ixzz1Cd35XvXE

 

Oklahoma lawmakers call for changes to education board's authority

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-call-for-changes-to-education-boards-

authority/article/3536403#ixzz1Ccf9CKOB

 

Conservative ideological bills concern group

http://www.newsok.com/conservative-ideological-bills-concern-group/article/3536708

 

Cherokee freedmen in limbo as legal cases move slowly in tribal and federal courts

http://newsok.com/cherokee-freedmen-in-limbo-as-legal-cases-move-slowly-in-

tribal-and-federal-courts/article/3536706#ixzz1CcevhUqh

 

Union negotiation process important to Edmond leaders

http://newsok.com/union-negotiation-process-important-to-edmond-

leaders/article/3536234?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Egypt's opposition calls for 1 million on streets

http://newsok.com/egypts-opposition-calls-for-1-million-on-

streets/article/3536932#ixzz1CccSFo3m

 

 Treasury announces bank warrant auction

http://www.newsok.com/treasury-announces-bank-warrant-

auction/article/feed/238814

 

Despite China's might, US factories maintain edge

http://www.newsok.com/despite-chinas-might-us-factories-maintain-

edge/article/feed/238802

 

Democrats push aviation bill as jobs program

http://www.newsok.com/democrats-push-aviation-bill-as-jobs-

program/article/feed/238785

 

Govt advising Americans to eat far less salt

http://newsok.com/govt-advising-americans-to-eat-far-less-
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Candidates for Oklahoma City School Board discuss goals

http://newsok.com/candidates-for-oklahoma-city-school-board-discuss-

goals/article/3536828#ixzz1CcdaDKF2

 

Clinton: Egypt must transition to democracy

http://www.newsok.com/clinton-egypt-must-transition-to-

democracy/article/feed/238674

 

Leaders' power struggle roils 'most livable' Tulsa

http://www.newsok.com/leaders-power-struggle-roils-most-livable-

tulsa/article/3536794

 

Daley asks GOP to detail its proposed budget cuts

http://newsok.com/daley-asks-gop-to-detail-its-proposed-budget-

cuts/article/feed/238686#ixzz1CceH8Fc7

 

Political crisis in Haiti draws help from Clinton 

http://newsok.com/political-crisis-in-haiti-draws-help-from-

clinton/article/feed/238667#ixzz1CceUeYEa

 

At midterm, Obama tries can-do slogan, details TBD

http://newsok.com/at-midterm-obama-tries-can-do-slogan-details-

tbd/article/feed/238550#ixzz1CcfYy7jg

In Obama's reorganization plan, is Commerce first?

http://www.newsok.com/in-obamas-reorganization-plan-is-commerce-

first/article/feed/238564

 

In turnabout, Dems say GOP has dropped job focus 

 http://newsok.com/in-turnabout-dems-say-gop-has-dropped-job-

focus/article/feed/238563#ixzz1Ccg41S7e

 

Axelrod on way out: 'We've learned some lessons'

http://newsok.com/axelrod-on-way-out-weve-learned-some-

lessons/article/feed/238778#ixzz1CcgepwH8

 

Consumer spending up 0.7 percent in December

http://www.newsok.com/consumer-spending-up-0.7-percent-in-

december/article/feed/238815?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 
Oklahoma's O-negative blood supply is low

http://www.newsok.com/oklahomas-o-negative-blood-supply-is-low/article/3536397

 

Hunger increases in Oklahoma, especially in rural areas

http://newsok.com/hunger-increases-in-oklahoma-especially-in-rural-

areas/article/3536302#ixzz1CchUuI8x
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Candidates for Oklahoma City School Board discuss goals

http://newsok.com/candidates-for-oklahoma-city-school-board-discuss-

goals/article/3536828#ixzz1Cci3UVUU

 

iPads aid learning at Deer Creek High School

http://newsok.com/ipads-aid-learning-at-deer-creek-high-

school/article/3536229#ixzz1CciR5F1I

  
Chesapeake strikes $1.2 billion development deal with Chinese company 

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-strikes-1.2-billion-development-deal-with-chinese-

company/article/3536833#ixzz1Ccionauo

 

OKC-area housing market smaller

http://www.newsok.com/okc-area-housing-market-smaller/article/3536515

  
Flashing yellow arrow new to Norman and state

http://newsok.com/flashing-yellow-arrow-new-to-norman-and-

state/article/3536204#ixzz1CckQmfBS

 

Human remains found in backyard of Norman home

http://newsok.com/human-remains-found-in-backyard-of-norman-

home/article/3536265#ixzz1Cckdqrqp

 

Flu kills three in Oklahoma so far this season

http://newsok.com/flu-kills-three-in-oklahoma-so-far-this-

season/article/3534046#ixzz1Ccl8R8vZ

 

Oklahoma lawmakers off base in trying to oust judges 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-off-base-in-trying-to-oust-

judges/article/3536260#ixzz1Cd1wh1Qw

 

OCAST is good for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/ocast-is-good-for-oklahoma/article/3536262?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Opponents of Obamacare tussle with reform

http://newsok.com/opponents-of-obamacare-tussle-with-reform/article/3536261?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Oklahoma Board of Ed power play may backfire on board members 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-board-of-ed-power-play-may-backfire-on-board-

members/article/3536250#ixzz1Cd2heJBI

 

President's oil-gas actions would hurt Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/presidents-oil-gas-actions-would-hurt-oklahoma/article/3536254?

custom_click=headlines_widget
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Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Poll: Most voters against expanding alcohol sales

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110129_16_A1_CUTLIN802460

Political Notebook: Registration figures

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A26_eitain773933

Possible school consolidation worries parents in north Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A25_CUTLIN399138

Edmondson tapped for new Justice Commission

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A26_ULNSbn628373

Lobbyists spent more than $113,000 on gifts to lawmakers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A11_OKLAHO228248

Lawmaker files bill for cities to collect own sales tax

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A19_CUTLIN912587

Only 40 percent of Oklahomans think Republicans will do a better job than the

Democrats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A1_Oklaho623287

Inhofe's new allies on ethanol issue surprising

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_16_A1_CUTLIN674294

Liquor law reform to be key focus of legislative session

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A10_CUTLIN23426

Strict immigration measures retain solid support

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A1_ULNSui244699

Oklahoma hospitals agree to assessments to gain more Medicaid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_16_A1_OKLAHO730449

Council attorney says he doesn't know where controversial amendment proposal
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came from

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110129_11_A15_CUTLIN390587

Bartlett opposes restoring pay bumps for Tulsa firefighters

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110129_11_A1_CUTLIN695694

Researchers suggest alternate migration history for early humans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_13_A16_CUTLIN869435

Obama touts business innovation as economic remedy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110130_13_A10_WSIGOr677078

Chartered planes offer escape to U.S. citizens in Egypt

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110131_13_A3_WSIGOA786243

'Crippling' snow storm expected Monday night

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110131_11_0_rmrhtw452862

Armed forces training center complete

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110131_12_A15_CUTLIN657423

Justice system examined in Oklahoma's top-rank for female incarcerations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110130_11_A1_CUTLIN578670

Creek council's vote aims at legal trio, including special prosecutor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110130_16_A26_OKMULG708342

Openly gay officer shares story of acceptance by TPD

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110131_11_A15_ULNSbP518209

Panel reviews school crime data

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110130_19_A19_Crimeo816250

Nominations for FOI awards open

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110130_11_A24_Nomina816223

Egyptians in Oklahoma hopeful for homeland
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110130_11_A3_Egypti403632

River plan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110131_61_A13_ULNSna565121

Foolish harassment

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110129_61_A18_Lovehe598907

Is Tulsa's safety net in jeopardy?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20110130_211_G1_Lseroa640414

Making sausage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20110130_214_G6_Thatbi824420

Guns on campus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=261&articleid=20110130_261_G1_CUTLIN542024

 

Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Gurich awaits ruling

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/gurich-awaits-ruling-law/

Cole: Despite cuts, state will do better than others

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/cole-despite-cuts-state-will-do-better-than-

others-capitol/

 
Pre-Paid Legal confirms $650 million buyout

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/31/pre-paid-legal-confirms-650-million-buyout/

 

Cole: Despite cuts, state will do better than others

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/cole-despite-cuts-state-will-do-better-than-

others-capitol/

 

Local publication takes shot at criminals

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/local-publication-takes-shot-at-criminals-law/

 

Urban Financial Group sets course for growth

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/urban-financial-group-sets-course-for-growth-

finance/
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Roth: Algae-fed beef – good for you, Earth

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/roth-algae-fed-beef-%e2%80%93-good-for-you-

earth-opinion/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

Member won’t resign after remark

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131145988/Member-won-t-resign-after-

remark

 

Panel formed to investigate Terrill

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131146016/Panel-formed-to-investigate-

Terrill
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/roth-algae-fed-beef-%e2%80%93-good-for-you-earth-opinion/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/28/roth-algae-fed-beef-%e2%80%93-good-for-you-earth-opinion/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131145988/Member-won-t-resign-after-remark
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131145988/Member-won-t-resign-after-remark
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131145988/Member-won-t-resign-after-remark
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131146016/Panel-formed-to-investigate-Terrill
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131146016/Panel-formed-to-investigate-Terrill
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x131146016/Panel-formed-to-investigate-Terrill
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 28-30, 2012
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:43:38 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Jobs remain focus for Oklahoma Senate president pro tem

http://newsok.com/jobs-remain-focus-for-oklahoma-senate-president-pro-

tem/article/3644377#ixzz1kxEBx4Wn

 

Oklahoma lawmakers eyeing tax credits, tax rate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-eyeing-tax-credits-tax-rate/article/3643968

 

New round of base closures could put Oklahoma's perfect record to the test

http://newsok.com/new-round-of-base-closures-could-put-oklahomas-perfect-record-

to-the-test/article/3643959#ixzz1kxHsRuZn
 

NE Oklahoma City intersection reopens after pipeline burst

http://newsok.com/ne-oklahoma-city-intersection-reopens-after-pipeline-

burst/article/3644568#ixzz1kxAbVk8x

 

Domestic-related fires seen as new arson trend in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/domestic-related-fires-seen-as-new-arson-trend-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3644572#ixzz1kxAjLNvQ

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://newsok.com/oil-storage-tank-in-kingfisher-explodes-after-being-struck-by-

bullet/article/3644563#ixzz1kxAmYDVC

 

Oklahoma City group wants state legislators to keep church, state matters separate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-group-wants-state-legislators-to-keep-church-

state-matters-separate/article/3644486#ixzz1kxAsS92b

 

Many seek answers after three Edmond teen suicides

http://newsok.com/many-seek-answers-after-three-edmond-teen-

suicides/article/3644126#ixzz1kxBKOVjK

Sooners Sports  News and Articl

University of Oklahoma hosts TEDxOU conference

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-hosts-tedxou-

conference/article/3644038#ixzz1kxBQPkZY

 

Oklahoma's Gov. Mary Fallin opposes user fee for general aviation

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-gov.-mary-fallin-opposes-user-fee-for-general-

aviation/article/3643786#ixzz1kxDRC8Wu

 

Oklahoma tax dollars at center of school voucher debate
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Drug,  Alcohol and Ot

New law made Oklahoma City councilman's felony DUI charge automatic

http://newsok.com/new-law-made-oklahoma-city-councilmans-felony-dui-charge-

automatic/article/3644403#ixzz1kxDkywOo

 

Oklahoma Legislature faces early filing deadline

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-faces-early-filing-deadline/article/3644109

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin renews Mick Thompson appointment as state banking

commissioner

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-renews-mick-thompson-appointment-

as-state-banking-commissioner/article/3644172#ixzz1kxEUOjs3

 

Role of federal government in natural gas boom debated

http://newsok.com/role-of-federal-government-in-natural-gas-boom-

debated/article/3644130

 

Pottawatomie County prosecutor works to bring accused child pornographer to

Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/pottawatomie-county-prosecutor-works-to-bring-accused-child-

pornographer-to-oklahoma/article/3644019#ixzz1kxGmlLik

 

Oklahoma Baptist University adding energy, global nursing tracks to master's degree

program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-baptist-university-adding-energy-global-nursing-tracks-

to-masters-degree-program/article/3644302#ixzz1kxH3xcsY

 

San Nguyen, a longtime federal naturalization clerk in Oklahoma City, retires after 32

years service

http://newsok.com/san-nguyen-a-longtime-federal-naturalization-clerk-in-oklahoma-

city-retires-after-32-years-service/article/3644278#ixzz1kxH8PZYg

 

Homebuilders in Oklahoma City welcome revived market

http://newsok.com/homebuilders-in-oklahoma-city-welcome-revived-

market/article/3644045

 

Next president will approve Keystone XL pipeline, Devon CEO says

http://newsok.com/next-president-will-approve-keystone-xl-pipeline-devon-ceo-

says/article/3644121#ixzz1kxHKDgua

 

Fewer bills filed by Oklahoma legislators, but no shortage of bad ideas

http://newsok.com/fewer-bills-filed-by-oklahoma-legislators-but-no-shortage-of-bad-

ideas/article/3643966#ixzz1kxHMzJAE

 

Obama's fracking reference in State of the Union speech repackages the truth
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http://newsok.com/obamas-fracking-reference-in-state-of-the-union-speech-

repackages-the-truth/article/3643965#ixzz1kxHPUn77

 

U.S. Rep. Dan Boren: Current political system is failing

http://newsok.com/u.s.-rep.-dan-boren-current-political-system-is-

failing/article/3643957#ixzz1kxHy0PxR

 

Open Quote: House Speaker Kris Steele preparing for final term

http://newsok.com/open-quote-house-speaker-kris-steele-preparing-for-final-

term/article/3643964#ixzz1kxI1Sdkp

 

Oklahoma legislators trend toward retail policymaking

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-trend-toward-retail-

policymaking/article/3643960
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Richard Lerblance won't seek re-election to Oklahoma Senate seat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_OKLAHO62495

 

Oklahoma lawmakers to tackle abortion measures on return to Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_OKLAHO766423

 

OETA's state funding could stop under proposed legislation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_ULNSbS372988

 

Oklahoma DHS is moving ahead on settlement agreement requirements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Holdin507071

 

Oklahoma's low liability cap leaves some victims holding the bag

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Tothes568335

 

State pays $92,500 in DHS settlement for boy's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A12_OKLAHO953123

 

Oklahoma tribal online payday loan-like lending under scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A14_OKLAHO943080
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Oklahoma could benefit from health insurance exchange setup, study finds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_16_A1_Olhmso941488

 

Kialegee tribal leaders say casino on firm ground

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_11_A1_ULNSie959413

 

New bike trail to connect Tulsa to Owasso

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_CUTLIN948088

 

Randy Krehbiel: Taking care of old trash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Ourtra277836

 

Letter outlines ATF changes in wake of arms trafficking probe
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Republican focus group likes Newt Gingrich over all

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A1_CUTLIN660383

 

Downtown hotel operators say they deserve preference from Drillers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_11_A1_Downto527608

 

Changes made to voter precincts, polling places
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subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Newvot559645

 

Gingrich says he's in till GOP convention
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Obama to senators: Change the way you do business
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Romney would rank among richest presidents in history
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Political Notebook: Corporation Commission pay raises challenged
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New principal: From large school to small but up to the huge challenge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120130_19_A9_CUTLIN513634

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_12_0_KINGFI21380

 

St. Gregory's men's basketball players injured in bus crash on way to game

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_234_A26_SHAWNE641895

 

Most candidates for school board seats running unopposed
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Cats part of obesity epidemic
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45th Infantry joins team for joint operation in Afghanistan
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Program helping reduce numbers of homeless Oklahoma veterans
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Sometimes a 461-mile road trip: Moving mental health patients a drain on

law enforcement
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Tulsa human-trafficking case far from over
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Tulsa couple fights to avoid foreclosure
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Bill-paying program helps mentally ill avoid becoming homeless
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New Creek Nation chief George Tiger gives State of Nation address
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Tulsa teen uses sword to fight home invader

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A27_Thesus427793

 

Bryant Gumbel to speak at Salvation Army event April 12
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A28_CUTLIN991950

 

Dress code
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Rotary Club of Tulsa hosts national meeting
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Longtime DHS director leaves lasting legacy
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Romney holds his own in Florida debate
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Business Briefs: Jan. 30, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/business-briefs-jan-30-2012-general-news/

 

Tulsa-based company develops iPad strap

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tulsa-based-company-develops-ipad-strap-

general-news/

 

Economy grows 2.8 pct. in Q4, but outlook is hazy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/economy-grows-2-8-pct-in-q4-but-outlook-is-

hazy-general-news/

 

Tribal leaders release seven-point water plan

 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tribal-leaders-release-water-plan-law/

 

Dow slips to first losing week of 2012
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/dow-slips-to-first-losing-week-of-2012-finance/

 

Union official: American employees’ pension safe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/union-official-american-employees%e2%80%99-

pension-safe-aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Oklahoma officials learn lessons from ice storm

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-

lessons-from-ice-storm

 

State’s gun laws could be expanded

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-

expanded

 

No energy industry backing for the word ‘fracking’

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-

the-word-fracking

 

Man arrested in death of pregnant wife

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-

death-of-wife-unborn-child

 

Leaders detail plan to curb tax breaks

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-

breaks

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
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http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm


http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 28-30, 2012
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:43:38 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Jobs remain focus for Oklahoma Senate president pro tem

http://newsok.com/jobs-remain-focus-for-oklahoma-senate-president-pro-

tem/article/3644377#ixzz1kxEBx4Wn

 

Oklahoma lawmakers eyeing tax credits, tax rate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-eyeing-tax-credits-tax-rate/article/3643968

 

New round of base closures could put Oklahoma's perfect record to the test

http://newsok.com/new-round-of-base-closures-could-put-oklahomas-perfect-record-

to-the-test/article/3643959#ixzz1kxHsRuZn
 

NE Oklahoma City intersection reopens after pipeline burst

http://newsok.com/ne-oklahoma-city-intersection-reopens-after-pipeline-

burst/article/3644568#ixzz1kxAbVk8x

 

Domestic-related fires seen as new arson trend in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/domestic-related-fires-seen-as-new-arson-trend-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3644572#ixzz1kxAjLNvQ

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://newsok.com/oil-storage-tank-in-kingfisher-explodes-after-being-struck-by-

bullet/article/3644563#ixzz1kxAmYDVC

 

Oklahoma City group wants state legislators to keep church, state matters separate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-group-wants-state-legislators-to-keep-church-

state-matters-separate/article/3644486#ixzz1kxAsS92b

 

Many seek answers after three Edmond teen suicides

http://newsok.com/many-seek-answers-after-three-edmond-teen-

suicides/article/3644126#ixzz1kxBKOVjK

Sooners Sports  News and Articl

University of Oklahoma hosts TEDxOU conference

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-hosts-tedxou-

conference/article/3644038#ixzz1kxBQPkZY

 

Oklahoma's Gov. Mary Fallin opposes user fee for general aviation

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-gov.-mary-fallin-opposes-user-fee-for-general-

aviation/article/3643786#ixzz1kxDRC8Wu

 

Oklahoma tax dollars at center of school voucher debate
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-tax-dollars-at-center-of-school-voucher-

debate/article/3644128#ixzz1kxDeAJsC

 

Drug,  Alcohol and Ot

New law made Oklahoma City councilman's felony DUI charge automatic

http://newsok.com/new-law-made-oklahoma-city-councilmans-felony-dui-charge-

automatic/article/3644403#ixzz1kxDkywOo

 

Oklahoma Legislature faces early filing deadline

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-faces-early-filing-deadline/article/3644109

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin renews Mick Thompson appointment as state banking

commissioner

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-renews-mick-thompson-appointment-

as-state-banking-commissioner/article/3644172#ixzz1kxEUOjs3

 

Role of federal government in natural gas boom debated

http://newsok.com/role-of-federal-government-in-natural-gas-boom-

debated/article/3644130

 

Pottawatomie County prosecutor works to bring accused child pornographer to

Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/pottawatomie-county-prosecutor-works-to-bring-accused-child-

pornographer-to-oklahoma/article/3644019#ixzz1kxGmlLik

 

Oklahoma Baptist University adding energy, global nursing tracks to master's degree

program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-baptist-university-adding-energy-global-nursing-tracks-

to-masters-degree-program/article/3644302#ixzz1kxH3xcsY

 

San Nguyen, a longtime federal naturalization clerk in Oklahoma City, retires after 32

years service

http://newsok.com/san-nguyen-a-longtime-federal-naturalization-clerk-in-oklahoma-

city-retires-after-32-years-service/article/3644278#ixzz1kxH8PZYg

 

Homebuilders in Oklahoma City welcome revived market

http://newsok.com/homebuilders-in-oklahoma-city-welcome-revived-

market/article/3644045

 

Next president will approve Keystone XL pipeline, Devon CEO says

http://newsok.com/next-president-will-approve-keystone-xl-pipeline-devon-ceo-

says/article/3644121#ixzz1kxHKDgua

 

Fewer bills filed by Oklahoma legislators, but no shortage of bad ideas

http://newsok.com/fewer-bills-filed-by-oklahoma-legislators-but-no-shortage-of-bad-

ideas/article/3643966#ixzz1kxHMzJAE

 

Obama's fracking reference in State of the Union speech repackages the truth
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http://newsok.com/obamas-fracking-reference-in-state-of-the-union-speech-

repackages-the-truth/article/3643965#ixzz1kxHPUn77

 

U.S. Rep. Dan Boren: Current political system is failing

http://newsok.com/u.s.-rep.-dan-boren-current-political-system-is-

failing/article/3643957#ixzz1kxHy0PxR

 

Open Quote: House Speaker Kris Steele preparing for final term

http://newsok.com/open-quote-house-speaker-kris-steele-preparing-for-final-

term/article/3643964#ixzz1kxI1Sdkp

 

Oklahoma legislators trend toward retail policymaking

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-trend-toward-retail-

policymaking/article/3643960
 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Richard Lerblance won't seek re-election to Oklahoma Senate seat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_OKLAHO62495

 

Oklahoma lawmakers to tackle abortion measures on return to Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_OKLAHO766423

 

OETA's state funding could stop under proposed legislation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_ULNSbS372988

 

Oklahoma DHS is moving ahead on settlement agreement requirements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Holdin507071

 

Oklahoma's low liability cap leaves some victims holding the bag

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Tothes568335

 

State pays $92,500 in DHS settlement for boy's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A12_OKLAHO953123

 

Oklahoma tribal online payday loan-like lending under scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A14_OKLAHO943080
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Oklahoma could benefit from health insurance exchange setup, study finds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_16_A1_Olhmso941488

 

Kialegee tribal leaders say casino on firm ground

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_11_A1_ULNSie959413

 

New bike trail to connect Tulsa to Owasso

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_CUTLIN948088

 

Randy Krehbiel: Taking care of old trash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Ourtra277836

 

Letter outlines ATF changes in wake of arms trafficking probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_13_A12_WASHIN852764

 

Republican focus group likes Newt Gingrich over all

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A1_CUTLIN660383

 

Downtown hotel operators say they deserve preference from Drillers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_11_A1_Downto527608

 

Changes made to voter precincts, polling places

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Newvot559645

 

Gingrich says he's in till GOP convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_CUTLIN303703

 

Obama to senators: Change the way you do business

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_WASHIN388311

 

Romney would rank among richest presidents in history

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A9_CUTLIN474664

 

Political Notebook: Corporation Commission pay raises challenged

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_hCorpo651936

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_16_A1_Olhmso941488
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_16_A1_Olhmso941488
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_11_A1_ULNSie959413
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_11_A1_ULNSie959413
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_CUTLIN948088
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_CUTLIN948088
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Ourtra277836
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Ourtra277836
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_13_A12_WASHIN852764
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_13_A12_WASHIN852764
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A1_CUTLIN660383
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A1_CUTLIN660383
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_11_A1_Downto527608
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_11_A1_Downto527608
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Newvot559645
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Newvot559645
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_CUTLIN303703
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_CUTLIN303703
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_WASHIN388311
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_WASHIN388311
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A9_CUTLIN474664
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A9_CUTLIN474664
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_hCorpo651936
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_hCorpo651936


 

New principal: From large school to small but up to the huge challenge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120130_19_A9_CUTLIN513634

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_12_0_KINGFI21380

 

St. Gregory's men's basketball players injured in bus crash on way to game

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_234_A26_SHAWNE641895

 

Most candidates for school board seats running unopposed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_19_A28_Onlyth295483

 

Cats part of obesity epidemic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_12_A29_OKLAHO705864

 

45th Infantry joins team for joint operation in Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_11_A16_CUTLIN300814

 

Program helping reduce numbers of homeless Oklahoma veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120130_11_A1_CUTLIN749882

 

Sometimes a 461-mile road trip: Moving mental health patients a drain on

law enforcement

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120130_11_A1_Weusoi985959

 

Tulsa human-trafficking case far from over

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A1_CUTLIN27649

 

Tulsa couple fights to avoid foreclosure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A1_CUTLIN185522

 

Bill-paying program helps mentally ill avoid becoming homeless

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A21_CUTLIN999790

 

New Creek Nation chief George Tiger gives State of Nation address
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A27_CUTLIN335819

 

Tulsa teen uses sword to fight home invader

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A27_Thesus427793

 

Bryant Gumbel to speak at Salvation Army event April 12

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A28_CUTLIN991950

 

Dress code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120130_61_A7_CUTLIN550529

 

Rotary Club of Tulsa hosts national meeting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120130_61_A7_SomeRo355945

 

Longtime DHS director leaves lasting legacy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120128_61_A22_Ifther478993

 

Romney holds his own in Florida debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120128_61_A22_Theglo187717
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Jan. 30, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/business-briefs-jan-30-2012-general-news/

 

Tulsa-based company develops iPad strap

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tulsa-based-company-develops-ipad-strap-

general-news/

 

Economy grows 2.8 pct. in Q4, but outlook is hazy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/economy-grows-2-8-pct-in-q4-but-outlook-is-

hazy-general-news/

 

Tribal leaders release seven-point water plan

 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tribal-leaders-release-water-plan-law/

 

Dow slips to first losing week of 2012
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/dow-slips-to-first-losing-week-of-2012-finance/

 

Union official: American employees’ pension safe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/union-official-american-employees%e2%80%99-

pension-safe-aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Oklahoma officials learn lessons from ice storm

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-

lessons-from-ice-storm

 

State’s gun laws could be expanded

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-

expanded

 

No energy industry backing for the word ‘fracking’

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-

the-word-fracking

 

Man arrested in death of pregnant wife

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-

death-of-wife-unborn-child

 

Leaders detail plan to curb tax breaks

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-

breaks

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
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http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 28-30, 2012
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 9:43:38 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Jobs remain focus for Oklahoma Senate president pro tem

http://newsok.com/jobs-remain-focus-for-oklahoma-senate-president-pro-

tem/article/3644377#ixzz1kxEBx4Wn

 

Oklahoma lawmakers eyeing tax credits, tax rate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-eyeing-tax-credits-tax-rate/article/3643968

 

New round of base closures could put Oklahoma's perfect record to the test

http://newsok.com/new-round-of-base-closures-could-put-oklahomas-perfect-record-

to-the-test/article/3643959#ixzz1kxHsRuZn
 

NE Oklahoma City intersection reopens after pipeline burst

http://newsok.com/ne-oklahoma-city-intersection-reopens-after-pipeline-

burst/article/3644568#ixzz1kxAbVk8x

 

Domestic-related fires seen as new arson trend in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/domestic-related-fires-seen-as-new-arson-trend-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3644572#ixzz1kxAjLNvQ

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://newsok.com/oil-storage-tank-in-kingfisher-explodes-after-being-struck-by-

bullet/article/3644563#ixzz1kxAmYDVC

 

Oklahoma City group wants state legislators to keep church, state matters separate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-group-wants-state-legislators-to-keep-church-

state-matters-separate/article/3644486#ixzz1kxAsS92b

 

Many seek answers after three Edmond teen suicides

http://newsok.com/many-seek-answers-after-three-edmond-teen-

suicides/article/3644126#ixzz1kxBKOVjK

Sooners Sports  News and Articl

University of Oklahoma hosts TEDxOU conference

http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-hosts-tedxou-

conference/article/3644038#ixzz1kxBQPkZY

 

Oklahoma's Gov. Mary Fallin opposes user fee for general aviation

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-gov.-mary-fallin-opposes-user-fee-for-general-

aviation/article/3643786#ixzz1kxDRC8Wu

 

Oklahoma tax dollars at center of school voucher debate

mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
http://www.newsok.com/
http://newsok.com/jobs-remain-focus-for-oklahoma-senate-president-pro-tem/article/3644377#ixzz1kxEBx4Wn
http://newsok.com/jobs-remain-focus-for-oklahoma-senate-president-pro-tem/article/3644377#ixzz1kxEBx4Wn
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-eyeing-tax-credits-tax-rate/article/3643968
http://newsok.com/new-round-of-base-closures-could-put-oklahomas-perfect-record-to-the-test/article/3643959#ixzz1kxHsRuZn
http://newsok.com/new-round-of-base-closures-could-put-oklahomas-perfect-record-to-the-test/article/3643959#ixzz1kxHsRuZn
http://newsok.com/ne-oklahoma-city-intersection-reopens-after-pipeline-burst/article/3644568#ixzz1kxAbVk8x
http://newsok.com/ne-oklahoma-city-intersection-reopens-after-pipeline-burst/article/3644568#ixzz1kxAbVk8x
http://newsok.com/domestic-related-fires-seen-as-new-arson-trend-in-oklahoma-city/article/3644572#ixzz1kxAjLNvQ
http://newsok.com/domestic-related-fires-seen-as-new-arson-trend-in-oklahoma-city/article/3644572#ixzz1kxAjLNvQ
http://newsok.com/oil-storage-tank-in-kingfisher-explodes-after-being-struck-by-bullet/article/3644563#ixzz1kxAmYDVC
http://newsok.com/oil-storage-tank-in-kingfisher-explodes-after-being-struck-by-bullet/article/3644563#ixzz1kxAmYDVC
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-group-wants-state-legislators-to-keep-church-state-matters-separate/article/3644486#ixzz1kxAsS92b
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-group-wants-state-legislators-to-keep-church-state-matters-separate/article/3644486#ixzz1kxAsS92b
http://newsok.com/many-seek-answers-after-three-edmond-teen-suicides/article/3644126#ixzz1kxBKOVjK
http://newsok.com/many-seek-answers-after-three-edmond-teen-suicides/article/3644126#ixzz1kxBKOVjK
http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-hosts-tedxou-conference/article/3644038#ixzz1kxBQPkZY
http://newsok.com/university-of-oklahoma-hosts-tedxou-conference/article/3644038#ixzz1kxBQPkZY
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-gov.-mary-fallin-opposes-user-fee-for-general-aviation/article/3643786#ixzz1kxDRC8Wu
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-gov.-mary-fallin-opposes-user-fee-for-general-aviation/article/3643786#ixzz1kxDRC8Wu


http://newsok.com/oklahoma-tax-dollars-at-center-of-school-voucher-

debate/article/3644128#ixzz1kxDeAJsC

 

Drug,  Alcohol and Ot

New law made Oklahoma City councilman's felony DUI charge automatic

http://newsok.com/new-law-made-oklahoma-city-councilmans-felony-dui-charge-

automatic/article/3644403#ixzz1kxDkywOo

 

Oklahoma Legislature faces early filing deadline

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-faces-early-filing-deadline/article/3644109

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin renews Mick Thompson appointment as state banking

commissioner

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-renews-mick-thompson-appointment-

as-state-banking-commissioner/article/3644172#ixzz1kxEUOjs3

 

Role of federal government in natural gas boom debated

http://newsok.com/role-of-federal-government-in-natural-gas-boom-

debated/article/3644130

 

Pottawatomie County prosecutor works to bring accused child pornographer to

Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/pottawatomie-county-prosecutor-works-to-bring-accused-child-

pornographer-to-oklahoma/article/3644019#ixzz1kxGmlLik

 

Oklahoma Baptist University adding energy, global nursing tracks to master's degree

program

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-baptist-university-adding-energy-global-nursing-tracks-

to-masters-degree-program/article/3644302#ixzz1kxH3xcsY

 

San Nguyen, a longtime federal naturalization clerk in Oklahoma City, retires after 32

years service

http://newsok.com/san-nguyen-a-longtime-federal-naturalization-clerk-in-oklahoma-

city-retires-after-32-years-service/article/3644278#ixzz1kxH8PZYg

 

Homebuilders in Oklahoma City welcome revived market

http://newsok.com/homebuilders-in-oklahoma-city-welcome-revived-

market/article/3644045

 

Next president will approve Keystone XL pipeline, Devon CEO says

http://newsok.com/next-president-will-approve-keystone-xl-pipeline-devon-ceo-

says/article/3644121#ixzz1kxHKDgua

 

Fewer bills filed by Oklahoma legislators, but no shortage of bad ideas

http://newsok.com/fewer-bills-filed-by-oklahoma-legislators-but-no-shortage-of-bad-

ideas/article/3643966#ixzz1kxHMzJAE

 

Obama's fracking reference in State of the Union speech repackages the truth
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http://newsok.com/obamas-fracking-reference-in-state-of-the-union-speech-

repackages-the-truth/article/3643965#ixzz1kxHPUn77

 

U.S. Rep. Dan Boren: Current political system is failing

http://newsok.com/u.s.-rep.-dan-boren-current-political-system-is-

failing/article/3643957#ixzz1kxHy0PxR

 

Open Quote: House Speaker Kris Steele preparing for final term

http://newsok.com/open-quote-house-speaker-kris-steele-preparing-for-final-

term/article/3643964#ixzz1kxI1Sdkp

 

Oklahoma legislators trend toward retail policymaking

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-trend-toward-retail-

policymaking/article/3643960
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Richard Lerblance won't seek re-election to Oklahoma Senate seat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_OKLAHO62495

 

Oklahoma lawmakers to tackle abortion measures on return to Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_OKLAHO766423

 

OETA's state funding could stop under proposed legislation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A1_ULNSbS372988

 

Oklahoma DHS is moving ahead on settlement agreement requirements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Holdin507071

 

Oklahoma's low liability cap leaves some victims holding the bag

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Tothes568335

 

State pays $92,500 in DHS settlement for boy's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A12_OKLAHO953123

 

Oklahoma tribal online payday loan-like lending under scrutiny

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A14_OKLAHO943080
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Oklahoma could benefit from health insurance exchange setup, study finds
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Kialegee tribal leaders say casino on firm ground
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New bike trail to connect Tulsa to Owasso
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Randy Krehbiel: Taking care of old trash
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Letter outlines ATF changes in wake of arms trafficking probe
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Republican focus group likes Newt Gingrich over all

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Downtown hotel operators say they deserve preference from Drillers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Changes made to voter precincts, polling places
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Gingrich says he's in till GOP convention
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Obama to senators: Change the way you do business
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Romney would rank among richest presidents in history
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Political Notebook: Corporation Commission pay raises challenged

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_hCorpo651936

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_16_A1_Olhmso941488
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_16_A1_Olhmso941488
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_11_A1_ULNSie959413
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_11_A1_ULNSie959413
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_CUTLIN948088
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_CUTLIN948088
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Ourtra277836
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Ourtra277836
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_13_A12_WASHIN852764
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_13_A12_WASHIN852764
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A1_CUTLIN660383
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A1_CUTLIN660383
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_11_A1_Downto527608
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_11_A1_Downto527608
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Newvot559645
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Newvot559645
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_CUTLIN303703
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_CUTLIN303703
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_WASHIN388311
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_WASHIN388311
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A9_CUTLIN474664
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A9_CUTLIN474664
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_hCorpo651936
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_hCorpo651936


 

New principal: From large school to small but up to the huge challenge
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subjectid=12&articleid=20120130_19_A9_CUTLIN513634

 

Oil storage tank in Kingfisher explodes after being struck by bullet

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_12_0_KINGFI21380

 

St. Gregory's men's basketball players injured in bus crash on way to game
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Most candidates for school board seats running unopposed
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Cats part of obesity epidemic
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45th Infantry joins team for joint operation in Afghanistan
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Program helping reduce numbers of homeless Oklahoma veterans
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Sometimes a 461-mile road trip: Moving mental health patients a drain on

law enforcement
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Tulsa human-trafficking case far from over
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Tulsa couple fights to avoid foreclosure
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Bill-paying program helps mentally ill avoid becoming homeless

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A21_CUTLIN999790

 

New Creek Nation chief George Tiger gives State of Nation address
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Tulsa teen uses sword to fight home invader

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A27_Thesus427793

 

Bryant Gumbel to speak at Salvation Army event April 12
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Dress code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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Rotary Club of Tulsa hosts national meeting
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Longtime DHS director leaves lasting legacy
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Romney holds his own in Florida debate
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Business Briefs: Jan. 30, 2012
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Tulsa-based company develops iPad strap

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tulsa-based-company-develops-ipad-strap-

general-news/

 

Economy grows 2.8 pct. in Q4, but outlook is hazy

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/economy-grows-2-8-pct-in-q4-but-outlook-is-

hazy-general-news/

 

Tribal leaders release seven-point water plan

 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tribal-leaders-release-water-plan-law/

 

Dow slips to first losing week of 2012
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Union official: American employees’ pension safe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/union-official-american-employees%e2%80%99-

pension-safe-aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Oklahoma officials learn lessons from ice storm

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-

lessons-from-ice-storm

 

State’s gun laws could be expanded

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-

expanded

 

No energy industry backing for the word ‘fracking’

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-

the-word-fracking

 

Man arrested in death of pregnant wife

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-

death-of-wife-unborn-child

 

Leaders detail plan to curb tax breaks

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-

breaks

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News

http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/dow-slips-to-first-losing-week-of-2012-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/union-official-american-employees%e2%80%99-pension-safe-aerospace/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/union-official-american-employees%e2%80%99-pension-safe-aerospace/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-lessons-from-ice-storm
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-lessons-from-ice-storm
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-lessons-from-ice-storm
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-expanded
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-expanded
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-expanded
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-the-word-fracking
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-the-word-fracking
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897045631/No-energy-industry-backing-for-the-word-fracking
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-death-of-wife-unborn-child
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-death-of-wife-unborn-child
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x950977079/Blanchard-man-arrested-in-death-of-wife-unborn-child
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-breaks
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-breaks
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x370173330/Leaders-detail-plan-to-curb-tax-breaks
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm


http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 19, 2010
Date: Wednesday, January 19, 2011 9:26:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Pinhead tax might save Oklahoma, Carrie Coppernoll says 

http://newsok.com/pinhead-tax-might-save-oklahoma-carrie-coppernoll-

says/article/3533393#ixzz1BUd7gnj0

Oklahoma City Council rescinds measure suggesting pay cut 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-rescinds-measure-suggesting-pay-

cut/article/3533427#ixzz1BUdKvrip

Rep. James Lankford, R-OKC, named to head congressional panel 

http://newsok.com/rep.-james-lankford-r-okc-named-to-head-congressional-

panel/article/3533419#ixzz1BUdXt2eR

Volunteering dentists will treat residents' teeth free of charge 

http://newsok.com/volunteering-dentists-will-treat-residents-teeth-free-of-

charge/article/3533406#ixzz1BUdhA8jp

Retired federal bankruptcy Judge Richard Bohanon dies in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/retired-federal-bankruptcy-judge-richard-bohanon-dies-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3533426#ixzz1BUduD6lw

Putnam City Smart Start Early Childhood Center opens 

http://newsok.com/putnam-city-smart-start-early-childhood-center-

opens/article/3533364#ixzz1BUe9L6py

Girl Scout headquarters opens in Oklahoma City 

http://www.newsok.com/girl-scout-headquarters-opens-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3533335#

Norman physician becomes nation's first to receive federal stimulus for electronic

medical records 

http://newsok.com/norman-physician-becomes-nations-first-to-receive-federal-

stimulus-for-electronic-medical-records/article/3533405#ixzz1BUfRjjeK

Cleveland County commissioners approve contracts for women's jail diversion staff 

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-commissioners-approve-contracts-for-womens-

jail-diversion-staff/article/3533323#ixzz1BUfZYMmp

Plans for eastside fire station in Norman take shape, along with ideas for other uses 

http://newsok.com/plans-for-eastside-fire-station-in-norman-take-shape-along-with-

ideas-for-other-uses/article/3533337#ixzz1BUfhVoOL
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GOP spending cuts would affect millions of people 

http://newsok.com/gop-spending-cuts-would-affect-millions-of-

people/article/feed/236158#ixzz1BUgZlimf

Investors to take hit when gov't dismantles banks 

http://newsok.com/investors-to-take-hit-when-govt-dismantles-

banks/article/feed/236041#ixzz1BUgkgdLD

House begins debate on repealing health care law 

http://newsok.com/house-begins-debate-on-repealing-health-care-

law/article/3533415#ixzz1BUhIDWVv

Rep. James Lankford, R-OKC, named to head congressional panel 

http://newsok.com/rep.-james-lankford-r-okc-named-to-head-congressional-

panel/article/3533419#ixzz1BUhRUsIw

Oklahoma House panel begins budget work 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-panel-begins-budget-work/article/3533396#

Oklahoma state Capitol brief 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-brief/article/3533395#

Two more hotels eyed for Bricktown

http://newsok.com/two-more-hotels-eyed-for-bricktown/article/3533600#

'10 credits, deductions tax some 

http://newsok.com/10-credits-deductions-tax-some/article/3533608#

2010 ends as 2nd worst year for home construction 

http://newsok.com/2010-ends-as-2nd-worst-year-for-home-

construction/article/feed/236189#ixzz1BUiyEc9i

U.S. companies expand goals

http://newsok.com/u.s.-companies-expand-goals/article/3533611#

IRS halts mailing tax form packages 

http://newsok.com/irs-halts-mailing-tax-form-packages/article/3533606#

Idea to hold Oklahoma legislative session every other year not likely to succeed 

http://newsok.com/idea-to-hold-oklahoma-legislative-session-every-other-year-not-

likely-to-succeed/article/3533368#ixzz1BUjXTqla

Oklahoma lawmaker trying again to ban texting while driving 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmaker-trying-again-to-ban-texting-while-

driving/article/3533367#ixzz1BUjgvW2w

U.S. regulatory review good, results better 
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http://newsok.com/u.s.-regulatory-review-good-results-better/article/3533366?

custom_click=headlines_widget#

Obamacare repeal debate, vote could reap benefits later 

http://newsok.com/obamacare-repeal-debate-vote-could-reap-benefits-

later/article/3533101#ixzz1BUk2ptfv

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

House budget planners hear effects of possible cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_16_A12_OKLAHO296221

Fallin will decide whether J.C. Watts' brother's prison sentence commuted

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_16_A9_CUTLIN854677

Debate of health-care law repeal begins in Congress

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_16_A1_WASHIN673814

House to vote on repealing Obama's health care law 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_13_0_WASHIN678006

AP Exclusive: Insurers profit on Medicare float 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_13_0_WSIGOr274945

Tulsa city employees to bid against private firms as recommended by KPMG review

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_11_A1_CUTLIN283229

Congressional debate loses rancor in wake of Arizona shootings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_13_A3_CUTLIN446502

Chinese president arrives in Washington

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_13_A8_CUTLIN483713

Politics briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_11_A7_CUTLIN170337

Tulsa AT&T phone books eliminate white pages

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110119_15_A1_CUTLIN154430
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Oklahoma County hearing seat in 'Cathouse' prostitute murder case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110119_12_0_OKLAHO777314

Skiatook superintendent finalists meet residents, make cases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110119_12_A5_CUTLIN619566

Brother-in-law arrested after Glenpool teacher is run over, killed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110119_12_A13_CUTLIN489531

Tulsa school board rescinds decision on not processing private school scholarship

applications

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110119_19_A1_CUTLIN532157

Broken Arrow to begin buying water from Tulsa utility

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110119_78_A1_BROKEN659833

Snow expected Wednesday night

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110119_11_0_rmrhtw154027

Tulsa city employees to bid against private firms as recommended by KPMG review

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110119_11_A1_CUTLIN283229

Crime rise worries neighborhood

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110119_11_A9_CUTLIN202905

Kaiser foundation to receive $200,000 brownfield cleanup grant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110119_11_A5_Thesta862282

Nagging issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110119_11_A14_Wthihs861813

Good for justice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110119_61_A14_Congra835995

 

Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Trouble at hand

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/trouble-at-hand-health-care/

 

American Airlines may add jobs in Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/american-airlines-may-add-jobs-in-tulsa-

aerospace/

 

Oneok, Oneok Partners offer earnings guidance

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/oneok-oneok-partners-offer-earnings-guidance-

energy/

 

Clancy inaugurated as Tulsa Metro Chamber chairman

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/clancy-inaugurated-as-tulsa-metro-chamber-

chairman-general-news/

 

Oklahoma City Home & Garden Show exhibitors to focus on energy efficiency

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/oklahoma-city-home-garden-show-exhibitors-to-

focus-on-energy-efficiency-energy/

 

Grounds for faith: Coffee shop chain at home in churches

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/grounds-for-faith-coffee-shop-chain-at-home-in-

churches-real-estate/

 

OKC Council approves fund transfer for state fairgrounds projects 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/okc-council-approves-fund-transfer-for-state-

fairgrounds-projects-finance/

 

Organic garden center taking root in Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/organic-garden-center-taking-root-in-tulsa-real-

estate/

 

It’s a Living: Sculptor

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/its-a-living-sculptor-capitol/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Okla. Church’s Bible app attracts many users

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1947785837/Okla-church-s-Bible-app-

attracts-many-users
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
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Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 19, 2010
Date: Wednesday, January 19, 2011 9:26:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Pinhead tax might save Oklahoma, Carrie Coppernoll says 

http://newsok.com/pinhead-tax-might-save-oklahoma-carrie-coppernoll-

says/article/3533393#ixzz1BUd7gnj0

Oklahoma City Council rescinds measure suggesting pay cut 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-rescinds-measure-suggesting-pay-

cut/article/3533427#ixzz1BUdKvrip

Rep. James Lankford, R-OKC, named to head congressional panel 

http://newsok.com/rep.-james-lankford-r-okc-named-to-head-congressional-

panel/article/3533419#ixzz1BUdXt2eR

Volunteering dentists will treat residents' teeth free of charge 

http://newsok.com/volunteering-dentists-will-treat-residents-teeth-free-of-

charge/article/3533406#ixzz1BUdhA8jp

Retired federal bankruptcy Judge Richard Bohanon dies in Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/retired-federal-bankruptcy-judge-richard-bohanon-dies-in-

oklahoma-city/article/3533426#ixzz1BUduD6lw

Putnam City Smart Start Early Childhood Center opens 

http://newsok.com/putnam-city-smart-start-early-childhood-center-

opens/article/3533364#ixzz1BUe9L6py

Girl Scout headquarters opens in Oklahoma City 

http://www.newsok.com/girl-scout-headquarters-opens-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3533335#

Norman physician becomes nation's first to receive federal stimulus for electronic

medical records 

http://newsok.com/norman-physician-becomes-nations-first-to-receive-federal-

stimulus-for-electronic-medical-records/article/3533405#ixzz1BUfRjjeK

Cleveland County commissioners approve contracts for women's jail diversion staff 

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-commissioners-approve-contracts-for-womens-

jail-diversion-staff/article/3533323#ixzz1BUfZYMmp

Plans for eastside fire station in Norman take shape, along with ideas for other uses 

http://newsok.com/plans-for-eastside-fire-station-in-norman-take-shape-along-with-

ideas-for-other-uses/article/3533337#ixzz1BUfhVoOL
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GOP spending cuts would affect millions of people 

http://newsok.com/gop-spending-cuts-would-affect-millions-of-

people/article/feed/236158#ixzz1BUgZlimf

Investors to take hit when gov't dismantles banks 

http://newsok.com/investors-to-take-hit-when-govt-dismantles-

banks/article/feed/236041#ixzz1BUgkgdLD

House begins debate on repealing health care law 

http://newsok.com/house-begins-debate-on-repealing-health-care-

law/article/3533415#ixzz1BUhIDWVv

Rep. James Lankford, R-OKC, named to head congressional panel 

http://newsok.com/rep.-james-lankford-r-okc-named-to-head-congressional-

panel/article/3533419#ixzz1BUhRUsIw

Oklahoma House panel begins budget work 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-panel-begins-budget-work/article/3533396#

Oklahoma state Capitol brief 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-brief/article/3533395#

Two more hotels eyed for Bricktown

http://newsok.com/two-more-hotels-eyed-for-bricktown/article/3533600#

'10 credits, deductions tax some 

http://newsok.com/10-credits-deductions-tax-some/article/3533608#

2010 ends as 2nd worst year for home construction 

http://newsok.com/2010-ends-as-2nd-worst-year-for-home-

construction/article/feed/236189#ixzz1BUiyEc9i

U.S. companies expand goals

http://newsok.com/u.s.-companies-expand-goals/article/3533611#

IRS halts mailing tax form packages 

http://newsok.com/irs-halts-mailing-tax-form-packages/article/3533606#

Idea to hold Oklahoma legislative session every other year not likely to succeed 

http://newsok.com/idea-to-hold-oklahoma-legislative-session-every-other-year-not-

likely-to-succeed/article/3533368#ixzz1BUjXTqla

Oklahoma lawmaker trying again to ban texting while driving 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmaker-trying-again-to-ban-texting-while-

driving/article/3533367#ixzz1BUjgvW2w

U.S. regulatory review good, results better 
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http://newsok.com/u.s.-regulatory-review-good-results-better/article/3533366?

custom_click=headlines_widget#

Obamacare repeal debate, vote could reap benefits later 

http://newsok.com/obamacare-repeal-debate-vote-could-reap-benefits-

later/article/3533101#ixzz1BUk2ptfv

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

House budget planners hear effects of possible cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_16_A12_OKLAHO296221

Fallin will decide whether J.C. Watts' brother's prison sentence commuted

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_16_A9_CUTLIN854677

Debate of health-care law repeal begins in Congress

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_16_A1_WASHIN673814

House to vote on repealing Obama's health care law 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_13_0_WASHIN678006

AP Exclusive: Insurers profit on Medicare float 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_13_0_WSIGOr274945

Tulsa city employees to bid against private firms as recommended by KPMG review

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_11_A1_CUTLIN283229

Congressional debate loses rancor in wake of Arizona shootings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_13_A3_CUTLIN446502

Chinese president arrives in Washington

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_13_A8_CUTLIN483713

Politics briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110119_11_A7_CUTLIN170337

Tulsa AT&T phone books eliminate white pages

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110119_15_A1_CUTLIN154430
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Oklahoma County hearing seat in 'Cathouse' prostitute murder case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110119_12_0_OKLAHO777314

Skiatook superintendent finalists meet residents, make cases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110119_12_A5_CUTLIN619566

Brother-in-law arrested after Glenpool teacher is run over, killed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110119_12_A13_CUTLIN489531

Tulsa school board rescinds decision on not processing private school scholarship

applications

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110119_19_A1_CUTLIN532157

Broken Arrow to begin buying water from Tulsa utility

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110119_78_A1_BROKEN659833

Snow expected Wednesday night

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110119_11_0_rmrhtw154027

Tulsa city employees to bid against private firms as recommended by KPMG review

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110119_11_A1_CUTLIN283229

Crime rise worries neighborhood

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110119_11_A9_CUTLIN202905

Kaiser foundation to receive $200,000 brownfield cleanup grant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110119_11_A5_Thesta862282

Nagging issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110119_11_A14_Wthihs861813

Good for justice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110119_61_A14_Congra835995

 

Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Trouble at hand

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/trouble-at-hand-health-care/

 

American Airlines may add jobs in Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/american-airlines-may-add-jobs-in-tulsa-

aerospace/

 

Oneok, Oneok Partners offer earnings guidance

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/oneok-oneok-partners-offer-earnings-guidance-

energy/

 

Clancy inaugurated as Tulsa Metro Chamber chairman

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/clancy-inaugurated-as-tulsa-metro-chamber-

chairman-general-news/

 

Oklahoma City Home & Garden Show exhibitors to focus on energy efficiency

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/oklahoma-city-home-garden-show-exhibitors-to-

focus-on-energy-efficiency-energy/

 

Grounds for faith: Coffee shop chain at home in churches

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/grounds-for-faith-coffee-shop-chain-at-home-in-

churches-real-estate/

 

OKC Council approves fund transfer for state fairgrounds projects 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/okc-council-approves-fund-transfer-for-state-

fairgrounds-projects-finance/

 

Organic garden center taking root in Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/organic-garden-center-taking-root-in-tulsa-real-

estate/

 

It’s a Living: Sculptor

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/18/its-a-living-sculptor-capitol/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Okla. Church’s Bible app attracts many users

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1947785837/Okla-church-s-Bible-app-

attracts-many-users
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
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Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 15-18, 2010
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Heroin among the issues DEA faced in Oklahoma in 2010

http://newsok.com/heroin-among-the-issues-dea-faced-in-oklahoma-in-

2010/article/3532947#ixzz1BOrT1uHh

City residents celebrate life of Martin Luther King Jr. 

http://newsok.com/city-residents-celebrate-life-of-martin-luther-king-

jr./article/3533171#ixzz1BOrqxm6r

Small technology means big business 

http://www.newsok.com/small-technology-means-big-business/article/3533170#

Blue tape will mark cars checked by Oklahoma City paramedics in ice storms

http://newsok.com/blue-tape-will-mark-cars-checked-by-oklahoma-city-paramedics-

in-ice-storms/article/3532949#ixzz1BOsWfyNC

Technology helps Oklahoma dispatchers track 911 hang-up calls 

http://newsok.com/technology-helps-oklahoma-dispatchers-track-911-hang-up-

calls/article/3533056#ixzz1BOshtHpO

Oklahoma's Tom Coburn, Chuck Schumer, N.Y., will sit together for State of Union

speech 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-tom-coburn-chuck-schumer-n.y.-will-sit-together-for-

state-of-union-speech/article/3533132#ixzz1BOt5KPoz

Obama wants to shed rules that hurt job growth 

http://newsok.com/obama-wants-to-shed-rules-that-hurt-job-

growth/article/feed/235873#ixzz1BOtP4hDm

Cheney dodges 2012 GOP presidential speculation

http://newsok.com/cheney-dodges-2012-gop-presidential-

speculation/article/feed/235866#

Pioneer Library System seeks volunteer literacy tutors in Norman 

http://newsok.com/pioneer-library-system-seeks-volunteer-literacy-tutors-in-

norman/article/3533080#ixzz1BOuCsuQ2

Cherokee Nation court rules in favor of freedmen 

http://newsok.com/cherokee-nation-court-rules-in-favor-of-

freedmen/article/3532331#ixzz1BOw9H7Tn
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Oklahoma City man charged with manslaughter in Lake Eufaula boating accident 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-man-charged-with-manslaughter-in-lake-eufaula-

boating-accident/article/3531828#ixzz1BOwJJq2M

Oklahoma state and local governments get green light on Facebook

http://blog.newsok.com/datawatch/2011/01/14/oklahoma-state-and-local-

governments-get-green-light-on-facebook/

Congressman Boren Sets Town Hall Meetings

http://blog.newsok.com/politics/2011/01/14/congressman-boren-sets-town-hall-

meetings/

Virginia bill would exempt names of public employees from salary disclosures

http://blog.newsok.com/datawatch/2011/01/13/virginia-bill-would-exempt-names-of-

public-employees-from-salary-disclosures/

Palin says Democrats used target maps

http://newsok.com/palin-says-democrats-used-target-maps/article/feed/235806#

Tea partiers keeping an eye on those they backed 

http://newsok.com/tea-partiers-keeping-an-eye-on-those-they-

backed/article/feed/235517#ixzz1BOxrc7mp

Record $14 trillion-plus debt weighs on Congress

http://newsok.com/record-14-trillion-plus-debt-weighs-on-

congress/article/feed/235409#

Oklahoma governor faces budget challenge

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-faces-budget-challenge/article/3532755#

AP-GfK Poll: Opposition to health care law eases 

http://newsok.com/ap-gfk-poll-opposition-to-health-care-law-

eases/article/feed/235514#ixzz1BOyqlhpi

Size of Oklahoma's budget hole debated 

http://newsok.com/size-of-oklahomas-budget-hole-debated/article/3532756#

Some cry cronyism at Oklahoma politicians' state jobs 

http://newsok.com/some-cry-cronyism-at-oklahoma-politicians-state-

jobs/article/3532754#ixzz1BOzCOAGY

Former Oklahoma treasurer rejoins private sector with law firm

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-treasurer-rejoins-private-sector-with-law-

firm/article/3532729#ixzz1BOzWYf00

Obama ready to work with both parties 

http://newsok.com/obama-ready-to-work-with-both-parties/article/feed/235401#
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Obama readies new focus on education 

http://newsok.com/obama-readies-new-focus-on-education/article/feed/235392#

Gov. Fallin names Oklahoma's environment secretary

http://newsok.com/gov.-fallin-names-oklahomas-environment-

secretary/article/3532505#

Gov. Fallin's husband quits law firm to avoid possible conflict 

http://newsok.com/gov.-fallins-husband-quits-law-firm-to-avoid-possible-

conflict/article/3532500#ixzz1BP0DBZh0

Bans of popular painkiller Darvon, Darvocet and their generic versions lead to

lawsuits 

http://newsok.com/bans-of-popular-painkiller-darvon-darvocet-and-their-generic-

versions-lead-to-lawsuits/article/3532845#ixzz1BP1R6TUd

Alaska’s oil flows again 

http://newsok.com/alaskas-oil-flows-again/article/3533196

Stocks open mixed on earnings reports, Apple news 

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-mixed-on-earnings-reports-apple-

news/article/feed/235878#ixzz1BP2J6Vu4

Oil lingers near $91 a barrel in Asia 

http://newsok.com/oil-lingers-near-91-a-barrel-in-

asia/article/feed/235827#ixzz1BP2TTuFa

Oklahoma Heart Hospital South celebrates its first anniversary after uncertain

beginning 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-heart-hospital-south-celebrates-its-first-anniversary-

after-uncertain-beginning/article/3532713#ixzz1BP38XleX

Obamacare repeal debate, vote could reap benefits later 

http://newsok.com/obamacare-repeal-debate-vote-could-reap-benefits-

later/article/3533101#ixzz1BP3RczWb

Allowing guns on college campuses a bad idea 

http://newsok.com/allowing-guns-on-college-campuses-a-bad-

idea/article/3533099#ixzz1BP3cZAxu

Difficult to find balance in alternative-education programs

http://newsok.com/difficult-to-find-balance-in-alternative-education-

programs/article/3532391?custom_click=headlines_widget#

Oklahoma health commissioner fights for local control of tobacco laws 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-health-commissioner-fights-for-local-control-of-

tobacco-laws/article/3532389#ixzz1BP3uLTcP
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‘Job security' takes on new meaning after Arizona attack 

http://newsok.com/job-security-takes-on-new-meaning-after-arizona-

attack/article/3532388#ixzz1BP43rxCs

Political left not likely to heed Obama on Arizona shooting

http://newsok.com/political-left-not-likely-to-heed-obama-on-arizona-

shooting/article/3532377#ixzz1BP4CQxrN

New Speaker Kris Steele intent on tackling corrections issues 

http://newsok.com/new-speaker-kris-steele-intent-on-tackling-corrections-

issues/article/3532376#ixzz1BP4MWSpR

For Oklahoma students, bold action required

http://newsok.com/for-oklahoma-students-bold-action-required/article/3532394?

custom_click=headlines_widget#

 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Coburn rejects efforts to ban gun clips

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110117_16_A1_ULNSbM467171

Poll: Oklahomans split on open-carry gun laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_16_A1_CUTLIN9665

Governor's husband ready for role

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_16_A1_CUTLIN250454

Cronyism claims surround executive appointments

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_16_A19_CUTLIN366487

Estimates of Oklahoma's 2012 budget shortfall range from $224 million to $600

million

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_16_A21_OLHMIY644918

Poll: A majority of Oklahomans like some aspect of the health-care law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110118_16_A1_Oklaho199025

Tulsa Transit updates Lift Program with improved vehicles

http://newsok.com/job-security-takes-on-new-meaning-after-arizona-attack/article/3532388#ixzz1BP43rxCs
http://newsok.com/job-security-takes-on-new-meaning-after-arizona-attack/article/3532388#ixzz1BP43rxCs
http://newsok.com/political-left-not-likely-to-heed-obama-on-arizona-shooting/article/3532377#ixzz1BP4CQxrN
http://newsok.com/political-left-not-likely-to-heed-obama-on-arizona-shooting/article/3532377#ixzz1BP4CQxrN
http://newsok.com/new-speaker-kris-steele-intent-on-tackling-corrections-issues/article/3532376#ixzz1BP4MWSpR
http://newsok.com/new-speaker-kris-steele-intent-on-tackling-corrections-issues/article/3532376#ixzz1BP4MWSpR
http://newsok.com/for-oklahoma-students-bold-action-required/article/3532394?custom_click=headlines_widget
http://newsok.com/for-oklahoma-students-bold-action-required/article/3532394?custom_click=headlines_widget
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110117_16_A1_ULNSbM467171
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110117_16_A1_ULNSbM467171
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_16_A1_CUTLIN9665
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_16_A1_CUTLIN9665
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_16_A1_CUTLIN250454
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_16_A1_CUTLIN250454
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_16_A19_CUTLIN366487
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_16_A19_CUTLIN366487
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_16_A21_OLHMIY644918
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_16_A21_OLHMIY644918
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110118_16_A1_Oklaho199025
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110118_16_A1_Oklaho199025


http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110118_11_A1_TlaTas566091

Action urged on mass transit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110118_16_A11_CUTLIN529505

Dangerous loners fall below police radar

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110118_13_A5_WASHIN855762

Popular view of the poor among us is someone's comfortable fiction

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110117_16_A9_WhenIw453571

Tea Party keeps eye on its lawmakers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110117_13_A12_CUTLIN188639

Homeland Security policy faces House panel's inquiry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110117_13_A12_WASHIN44800

Groups hope to beautify I-44 project

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Tulsa Municipal Court sets up special docket for veterans
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Tin, metal food cans now accepted for curbside recycling
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Estimates of Oklahoma's 2012 budget shortfall range from $224 million to $600

million
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Political jockeying surrounds shooting

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110116_13_A11_CUTLIN361212

Record $14 trillion-plus debt weighs on Congress
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Scientists identify fossil as new dinosaur species
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Choctaw program's full staff headed to Afghanistan 
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Website showcases abandoned Oklahoma buildings

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110118_12_A2_CUTLIN213066

Highway reopened in Pawnee County after utility pole, lines cleared

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110117_11_0_UShasb837847

Geary police chief resigns following DUI arrest

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110117_12_0_GEARYP205247

Altus city officials could see raises

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110117_12_0_ALTUST856626

Nurse loses license for 20 years over sex with hospice patient

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110117_17_0_OKLAHO421617

Judge to decide recusal issue in pharmacy shooting 
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subjectid=12&articleid=20110117_11_0_OLHMIY441573

AEP-PSO taps Owasso for test of new technology

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Students learn how to save energy, water with AEP-PSO kit
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Reveling in a legacy
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State laws on mental illness in the forefront
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Tulsa Transit updates Lift Program with improved vehicles
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Denver House: where Tulsa's mentally ill find peers, understanding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110118_11_A11_CUTLIN380880

ODOT marks 100 years of paving the way for Oklahoma's growth

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110117_11_A1_CUTLIN63110

Former Charlotte, N.C., mayor to talk about transit-system success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110117_11_0_Patric595153

Interference with 911 call also illegal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110117_11_A11_OKLAHO868253

TPS blinks
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Not sure
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King Day
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Simple solutions
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Healing
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Nice work
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Can we talk?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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Texas toast
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A new AG: The heavy lifting begins

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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Public Art
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Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Room for improvement

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/room-for-improvement-real-estate/

 

Charles Machine Works acquires Radius

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/charles-machine-works-acquires-radius-energy/

 

Bill would place Legislature under open government laws

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/bill-would-place-legislature-under-open-

government-laws-capitol/

 

Developer targets small businesses for Tower Lakes office park

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/developer-targets-small-businesses-for-tower-

lakes-office-park-real-estate/

 

Chesapeake, OnCue bring CNG facilities

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/chesapeake-oncue-bring-cng-facilities-energy/

 

Hope for MS patients: Drug undergoing trials in Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/hope-for-ms-patients-drug-undergoing-trials-in-

oklahoma-health-care/

 

Oklahoma City Council may end its pay cut

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/oklahoma-city-council-may-end-its-pay-cut-

finance/

 

State water plan on tap

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/state-water-plan-on-tap-capitol/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Okla. faces up to 10 pct. budget cuts
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Cemetery owner to plead guilty to stealing millions

 

Gov. Fallin names OSU secretary of environment

 

Fallin’s husband changes job to avoid conflicts

 

Oklahoma victim’s family wants to talk to governor

 

Okla. church’s Bible app attracts many users
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 15-18, 2010
Date: Tuesday, January 18, 2011 10:05:15 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Heroin among the issues DEA faced in Oklahoma in 2010

http://newsok.com/heroin-among-the-issues-dea-faced-in-oklahoma-in-

2010/article/3532947#ixzz1BOrT1uHh

City residents celebrate life of Martin Luther King Jr. 

http://newsok.com/city-residents-celebrate-life-of-martin-luther-king-

jr./article/3533171#ixzz1BOrqxm6r

Small technology means big business 

http://www.newsok.com/small-technology-means-big-business/article/3533170#

Blue tape will mark cars checked by Oklahoma City paramedics in ice storms

http://newsok.com/blue-tape-will-mark-cars-checked-by-oklahoma-city-paramedics-

in-ice-storms/article/3532949#ixzz1BOsWfyNC

Technology helps Oklahoma dispatchers track 911 hang-up calls 

http://newsok.com/technology-helps-oklahoma-dispatchers-track-911-hang-up-

calls/article/3533056#ixzz1BOshtHpO

Oklahoma's Tom Coburn, Chuck Schumer, N.Y., will sit together for State of Union

speech 

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-tom-coburn-chuck-schumer-n.y.-will-sit-together-for-

state-of-union-speech/article/3533132#ixzz1BOt5KPoz

Obama wants to shed rules that hurt job growth 

http://newsok.com/obama-wants-to-shed-rules-that-hurt-job-

growth/article/feed/235873#ixzz1BOtP4hDm

Cheney dodges 2012 GOP presidential speculation

http://newsok.com/cheney-dodges-2012-gop-presidential-

speculation/article/feed/235866#

Pioneer Library System seeks volunteer literacy tutors in Norman 

http://newsok.com/pioneer-library-system-seeks-volunteer-literacy-tutors-in-

norman/article/3533080#ixzz1BOuCsuQ2

Cherokee Nation court rules in favor of freedmen 

http://newsok.com/cherokee-nation-court-rules-in-favor-of-

freedmen/article/3532331#ixzz1BOw9H7Tn
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subjectid=11&articleid=20110118_11_A1_TlaTas566091

Denver House: where Tulsa's mentally ill find peers, understanding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110118_11_A11_CUTLIN380880

ODOT marks 100 years of paving the way for Oklahoma's growth

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110117_11_A1_CUTLIN63110

Former Charlotte, N.C., mayor to talk about transit-system success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110117_11_0_Patric595153

Interference with 911 call also illegal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110117_11_A11_OKLAHO868253

TPS blinks

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110118_61_A9_TulsaP487107

Not sure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110118_61_A9_Evenin652974

King Day

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110117_61_A7_ULNSra813409

Simple solutions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110117_61_A7_AkaoaC190322

Healing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110115_61_A18_ULNSrs804782

Nice work

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110115_61_A18_Forapa958840

Can we talk?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20110116_213_G6_Inthew625655

Texas toast

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20110116_211_G6_ULNSbv340678
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A new AG: The heavy lifting begins

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20110116_214_G1_CUTLIN684731

Public Art

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=261&articleid=20110116_261_G1_CUTLIN219355

 

Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Room for improvement

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/room-for-improvement-real-estate/

 

Charles Machine Works acquires Radius

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/charles-machine-works-acquires-radius-energy/

 

Bill would place Legislature under open government laws

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/bill-would-place-legislature-under-open-

government-laws-capitol/

 

Developer targets small businesses for Tower Lakes office park

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/developer-targets-small-businesses-for-tower-

lakes-office-park-real-estate/

 

Chesapeake, OnCue bring CNG facilities

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/chesapeake-oncue-bring-cng-facilities-energy/

 

Hope for MS patients: Drug undergoing trials in Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/hope-for-ms-patients-drug-undergoing-trials-in-

oklahoma-health-care/

 

Oklahoma City Council may end its pay cut

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/oklahoma-city-council-may-end-its-pay-cut-

finance/

 

State water plan on tap

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/17/state-water-plan-on-tap-capitol/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Okla. faces up to 10 pct. budget cuts
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Cemetery owner to plead guilty to stealing millions

 

Gov. Fallin names OSU secretary of environment

 

Fallin’s husband changes job to avoid conflicts

 

Oklahoma victim’s family wants to talk to governor

 

Okla. church’s Bible app attracts many users
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 13, 2010
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2011 9:35:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

OKC expected to see more retail success in 2011 

http://newsok.com/okc-expected-to-see-more-retail-success-in-

2011/article/3531837#ixzz1AvbXesb8

Norman plans unofficial water testing for chromium-6 

http://www.newsok.com/norman-plans-unofficial-water-testing-for-chromium-

6/article/3531807?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news#

Oklahoma online charter school has new sponsor

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-online-charter-school-has-new-

sponsor/article/3531741?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news#

Norman officials address fluctuating budget numbers 

http://www.newsok.com/norman-officials-address-fluctuating-budget-

numbers/article/3531734?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news#

Former Oklahoma attorney general a friend of wounded Arizona congresswoman 

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-attorney-general-a-friend-of-wounded-arizona-

congresswoman/article/3531804#ixzz1AvcVXZy4

FEMA to help Boley rebuild police station 

http://www.newsok.com/fema-to-help-boley-rebuild-police-station/article/3531777?

custom_click=pod_headline_northeast-oklahoma-news#

Oklahoma Briefs: Alumna gives college $250K 

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-briefs-alumna-gives-college-

250k/article/3531495?custom_click=pod_headline_northeast-oklahoma-news

President Invited to Give State of the Union Address on Jan. 25

http://blog.newsok.com/politics/2011/01/12/president-inivted-to-give-state-of-the-

union-address-on-jan-25/

Rep. Dan Boren Staffers Received Threatening Phone Calls

http://blog.newsok.com/politics/2011/01/12/rep-dan-boren-staffers-received-

threatening-phone-calls/

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin's food drive brings in 20,000 pounds of food 

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-food-drive-brings-in-20000-

pounds-of-food/article/3531781?custom_click=lead_story_title#
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Survey by Fed positive for 2011

http://www.newsok.com/survey-by-fed-positive-for-2011/article/3531872#

Canal extension, lower price offered to city to lure convention center 

http://newsok.com/canal-extension-lower-price-offered-to-city-to-lure-convention-

center/article/3531850#ixzz1AveNLlyq

Lamb said Oklahoma must compete with other states to lure jobs 

http://newsok.com/lamb-said-oklahoma-must-compete-with-other-states-to-lure-

jobs/article/3531816#ixzz1AveuakKC

New Oklahoma poet laureate is an author, poet, radio broadcaster 

http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-poet-laureate-is-an-author-poet-radio-

broadcaster/article/3531815#ixzz1AvfQsWWe

Obama says polarized nation needs healing

http://www.newsok.com/obama-says-polarized-nation-needs-

healing/article/3531802#

Documents detail Arizona suspect's college outbursts

http://www.newsok.com/documents-detail-arizona-suspects-college-

outbursts/article/3532011#

Despite more students, Oklahoma City School District revenue decreases

http://newsok.com/despite-more-students-oklahoma-city-school-district-revenue-

decreases/article/3531798#ixzz1Avg9GHDl

Students treated after overdose of anti-depressants 

http://www.newsok.com/students-treated-after-overdose-of-anti-

depressants/article/3531780

Lower corn, soybean output sends prices surging 

http://www.newsok.com/lower-corn-soybean-output-sends-prices-

surging/article/3531849#

November's jobs crisis pushes up stress levels 

http://www.newsok.com/novembers-jobs-crisis-pushes-up-stress-

levels/article/3531871#

Federal budget deficit narrows to $80B in December 

http://newsok.com/federal-budget-deficit-narrows-to-80b-in-

december/article/3531848#ixzz1AvguMOQf

Law aims to disclose meth labs in home sales 

http://newsok.com/law-aims-to-disclose-meth-labs-in-home-

sales/article/3531793#ixzz1AvhAWf2t

Repealing Obamacare will increase deficit? Please
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http://www.newsok.com/repealing-obamacare-will-increase-deficit-

please/article/3531751?custom_click=lead_story_title#

Oklahoma City voters made their streetcar desires clear 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-voters-made-their-streetcar-desires-

clear/article/3531752#ixzz1AvhZZaaT

Loophole lets former Oklahoma legislators stay in state government 

http://newsok.com/loophole-lets-former-oklahoma-legislators-stay-in-state-

government/article/3531750#ixzz1AvhhH9gQ
 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin responds to website's accusations of lifting verbiage for inauguration speech

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_16_A5_CUTLIN450698

Former Oklahoma AG has link to Arizona shooting victim

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_16_A3_CUTLIN792049

State juvenile detention center deal plagued by scandal is delayed again

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_16_A5_OKLAHO340014

Obama urges Americans to honor victims in Arizona shootings by being better people

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_13_A1_CUTLIN38145

24-hour street construction project set for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_11_A1_CUTLIN537243

Council considers forming advisory panel on bicycling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_11_A9_CUTLIN963352

Lawmaker wants veterans ID'd on Oklahoma driver's licences

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_16_A5_CUTLIN781592

Oklahoma governor's food drive nets food and money to fight hunger

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_16_A5_OKLAHO801850

Government confident 2010 Census is accurate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_13_A4_WASHIN975917

Oklahoma's first online charter school severs ties with university sponsor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110113_19_A13_EDMOND959521

Stillwater community meeting slated after man dies in cold

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110113_12_A13_STILLW715195

OKC man charged in Labor Day boating accident death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110113_12_A7_EUFAUL30201

Eufaula police chief in another tangle with mayor after arrest

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110113_12_A11_EUFAUL355540

Tulsa gas pump prices jump another 10 cents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110113_49_A1_Tulsar537481

BOK Center big ticket seller

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110113_269_A1_Oklaho996535

An injunction may be sought in civil cases related to Tulsa police corruption scandal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110113_14_A9_Thefed812756

Witnesses say man should be locked up

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110113_11_A9_ULNSbf560506

Man gets life for child sex crimes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110113_14_A7_CUTLIN11955

Gearing up

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110113_61_A14_Isther115895

Primary costs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110113_61_A14_Thebli466550

 

Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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A shared vision

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/a-shared-vision-real-estate/

 

Companies ask bankruptcy court for access to Eastern Livestock funds

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/companies-ask-bankruptcy-court-for-access-to-

eastern-livestock-funds-finance/

 

Clean dreams: Helping others, eco-friendly products inspire founder of janitorial

company

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/clean-dreams-helping-others-eco-friendly-

products-inspire-founder-of-janitorial-company-general-news/

 

Online charter school cuts ties with UCO

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/online-charter-school-cuts-ties-with-uco-law/

 

Church projects keep Flintco on its toes in downtown Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/church-projects-keep-flintco-on-its-toes-in-

downtown-tulsa-real-estate/

 

CND lands Army contract

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/cnd-lands-army-contract-aerospace/

 

Kaffe Bona to open at Tulsa church

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/kaffe-bona-to-open-at-tulsa-church-real-estate/

 

Right Thinking: Losing sight of need for oversight

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/right-thinking-losing-sight-of-need-for-oversight-

opinion/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

Attorney wants to tap jury fund for trial
 

Charter school cuts ties with UCO
 
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar
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Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Jan. 13, 2010
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2011 9:35:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

OKC expected to see more retail success in 2011 

http://newsok.com/okc-expected-to-see-more-retail-success-in-

2011/article/3531837#ixzz1AvbXesb8

Norman plans unofficial water testing for chromium-6 

http://www.newsok.com/norman-plans-unofficial-water-testing-for-chromium-

6/article/3531807?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news#

Oklahoma online charter school has new sponsor

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-online-charter-school-has-new-

sponsor/article/3531741?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news#

Norman officials address fluctuating budget numbers 

http://www.newsok.com/norman-officials-address-fluctuating-budget-

numbers/article/3531734?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news#

Former Oklahoma attorney general a friend of wounded Arizona congresswoman 

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-attorney-general-a-friend-of-wounded-arizona-

congresswoman/article/3531804#ixzz1AvcVXZy4

FEMA to help Boley rebuild police station 

http://www.newsok.com/fema-to-help-boley-rebuild-police-station/article/3531777?

custom_click=pod_headline_northeast-oklahoma-news#

Oklahoma Briefs: Alumna gives college $250K 

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-briefs-alumna-gives-college-

250k/article/3531495?custom_click=pod_headline_northeast-oklahoma-news

President Invited to Give State of the Union Address on Jan. 25

http://blog.newsok.com/politics/2011/01/12/president-inivted-to-give-state-of-the-

union-address-on-jan-25/

Rep. Dan Boren Staffers Received Threatening Phone Calls

http://blog.newsok.com/politics/2011/01/12/rep-dan-boren-staffers-received-

threatening-phone-calls/

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin's food drive brings in 20,000 pounds of food 

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-food-drive-brings-in-20000-

pounds-of-food/article/3531781?custom_click=lead_story_title#

mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
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Survey by Fed positive for 2011

http://www.newsok.com/survey-by-fed-positive-for-2011/article/3531872#

Canal extension, lower price offered to city to lure convention center 

http://newsok.com/canal-extension-lower-price-offered-to-city-to-lure-convention-

center/article/3531850#ixzz1AveNLlyq

Lamb said Oklahoma must compete with other states to lure jobs 

http://newsok.com/lamb-said-oklahoma-must-compete-with-other-states-to-lure-

jobs/article/3531816#ixzz1AveuakKC

New Oklahoma poet laureate is an author, poet, radio broadcaster 

http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-poet-laureate-is-an-author-poet-radio-

broadcaster/article/3531815#ixzz1AvfQsWWe

Obama says polarized nation needs healing

http://www.newsok.com/obama-says-polarized-nation-needs-

healing/article/3531802#

Documents detail Arizona suspect's college outbursts

http://www.newsok.com/documents-detail-arizona-suspects-college-

outbursts/article/3532011#

Despite more students, Oklahoma City School District revenue decreases

http://newsok.com/despite-more-students-oklahoma-city-school-district-revenue-

decreases/article/3531798#ixzz1Avg9GHDl

Students treated after overdose of anti-depressants 

http://www.newsok.com/students-treated-after-overdose-of-anti-

depressants/article/3531780

Lower corn, soybean output sends prices surging 

http://www.newsok.com/lower-corn-soybean-output-sends-prices-

surging/article/3531849#

November's jobs crisis pushes up stress levels 

http://www.newsok.com/novembers-jobs-crisis-pushes-up-stress-

levels/article/3531871#

Federal budget deficit narrows to $80B in December 

http://newsok.com/federal-budget-deficit-narrows-to-80b-in-

december/article/3531848#ixzz1AvguMOQf

Law aims to disclose meth labs in home sales 

http://newsok.com/law-aims-to-disclose-meth-labs-in-home-

sales/article/3531793#ixzz1AvhAWf2t

Repealing Obamacare will increase deficit? Please
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http://www.newsok.com/repealing-obamacare-will-increase-deficit-

please/article/3531751?custom_click=lead_story_title#

Oklahoma City voters made their streetcar desires clear 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-voters-made-their-streetcar-desires-

clear/article/3531752#ixzz1AvhZZaaT

Loophole lets former Oklahoma legislators stay in state government 

http://newsok.com/loophole-lets-former-oklahoma-legislators-stay-in-state-

government/article/3531750#ixzz1AvhhH9gQ
 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin responds to website's accusations of lifting verbiage for inauguration speech

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_16_A5_CUTLIN450698

Former Oklahoma AG has link to Arizona shooting victim

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_16_A3_CUTLIN792049

State juvenile detention center deal plagued by scandal is delayed again

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_16_A5_OKLAHO340014

Obama urges Americans to honor victims in Arizona shootings by being better people

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_13_A1_CUTLIN38145

24-hour street construction project set for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_11_A1_CUTLIN537243

Council considers forming advisory panel on bicycling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_11_A9_CUTLIN963352

Lawmaker wants veterans ID'd on Oklahoma driver's licences

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_16_A5_CUTLIN781592

Oklahoma governor's food drive nets food and money to fight hunger

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_16_A5_OKLAHO801850

Government confident 2010 Census is accurate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110113_13_A4_WASHIN975917

Oklahoma's first online charter school severs ties with university sponsor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110113_19_A13_EDMOND959521

Stillwater community meeting slated after man dies in cold

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110113_12_A13_STILLW715195

OKC man charged in Labor Day boating accident death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110113_12_A7_EUFAUL30201

Eufaula police chief in another tangle with mayor after arrest

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110113_12_A11_EUFAUL355540

Tulsa gas pump prices jump another 10 cents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110113_49_A1_Tulsar537481

BOK Center big ticket seller

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110113_269_A1_Oklaho996535

An injunction may be sought in civil cases related to Tulsa police corruption scandal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110113_14_A9_Thefed812756

Witnesses say man should be locked up

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110113_11_A9_ULNSbf560506

Man gets life for child sex crimes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110113_14_A7_CUTLIN11955

Gearing up

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110113_61_A14_Isther115895

Primary costs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110113_61_A14_Thebli466550
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A shared vision

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/a-shared-vision-real-estate/

 

Companies ask bankruptcy court for access to Eastern Livestock funds

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/companies-ask-bankruptcy-court-for-access-to-

eastern-livestock-funds-finance/

 

Clean dreams: Helping others, eco-friendly products inspire founder of janitorial

company

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/clean-dreams-helping-others-eco-friendly-

products-inspire-founder-of-janitorial-company-general-news/

 

Online charter school cuts ties with UCO

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/online-charter-school-cuts-ties-with-uco-law/

 

Church projects keep Flintco on its toes in downtown Tulsa

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/church-projects-keep-flintco-on-its-toes-in-

downtown-tulsa-real-estate/

 

CND lands Army contract

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/cnd-lands-army-contract-aerospace/

 

Kaffe Bona to open at Tulsa church

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/kaffe-bona-to-open-at-tulsa-church-real-estate/

 

Right Thinking: Losing sight of need for oversight

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/right-thinking-losing-sight-of-need-for-oversight-

opinion/
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

Attorney wants to tap jury fund for trial
 

Charter school cuts ties with UCO
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Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/a-shared-vision-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/companies-ask-bankruptcy-court-for-access-to-eastern-livestock-funds-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/companies-ask-bankruptcy-court-for-access-to-eastern-livestock-funds-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/clean-dreams-helping-others-eco-friendly-products-inspire-founder-of-janitorial-company-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/clean-dreams-helping-others-eco-friendly-products-inspire-founder-of-janitorial-company-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/online-charter-school-cuts-ties-with-uco-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/church-projects-keep-flintco-on-its-toes-in-downtown-tulsa-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/church-projects-keep-flintco-on-its-toes-in-downtown-tulsa-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/cnd-lands-army-contract-aerospace/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/kaffe-bona-to-open-at-tulsa-church-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/right-thinking-losing-sight-of-need-for-oversight-opinion/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/01/12/right-thinking-losing-sight-of-need-for-oversight-opinion/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x71340959/Attorney-wants-to-tap-jury-fund-for-trial
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x71340979/Charter-school-cuts-ties-with-UCO
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html


Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb.5-7, 2011
Date: Monday, February 07, 2011 9:42:19 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin to deliver first State of the State message

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-to-deliver-first-state-of-the-state-

message/article/3538751#ixzz1DHevqhLt

 

Oklahoma has school board, bond elections Tuesday

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-has-school-board-bond-elections-tuesday/article/3538752

 

New cast set to deal with Oklahoma issues

http://newsok.com/new-cast-set-to-deal-with-oklahoma-issues/article/3538548#ixzz1DHfTfuMA

 

Obama's budget director: 'Tough choices' in store

http://www.newsok.com/obamas-budget-director-tough-choices-in-store/article/feed/240315

 

 How corrupt is Oklahoma government?

http://www.newsok.com/how-corrupt-is-oklahoma-government/article/3538560

 

Oklahoma scandals through the years

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-scandals-through-the-years/article/3538559

 

Cole, Lankford study entitlements

http://www.newsok.com/cole-lankford-study-entitlements/article/3538614

 

House Republicans go easy on cuts for Congress

http://newsok.com/house-republicans-go-easy-on-cuts-for-congress/article/feed/240175#ixzz1DHgkqk5W

 

Health care fraud: Not a faceless crime any longer

http://newsok.com/health-care-fraud-not-a-faceless-crime-any-longer/article/feed/240163#ixzz1DHgwkapY

 

Obama: Gov't, business responsible for US future

http://www.newsok.com/obama-govt-business-responsible-for-us-future/article/feed/240170

 

 Sen. Hatch: Kagan should sit out health care case

http://newsok.com/sen.-hatch-kagan-should-sit-out-health-care-case/article/feed/239969#ixzz1DHhPeVFp

 

Social conservatives could split Oklahoma House majority, Democratic leader says

http://newsok.com/social-conservatives-could-split-oklahoma-house-majority-democratic-leader-

says/article/3538551#ixzz1DHhen7b3

 

 Who's who in Oklahoma leadership

http://www.newsok.com/whos-who-in-oklahoma-leadership/article/3538549

 

Former state Superintendent Sandy Garrett's e-mails missing

http://www.newsok.com/former-state-superintendent-sandy-garretts-e-mails-missing/article/3538353

 

Oklahoma governor to call for at least 3 percent cuts to state agencies

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-to-call-for-at-least-3-percent-cuts-to-state-

agencies/article/3538099#ixzz1DHiJGhDZ

 

Oklahoma politics: Fallin unsure about guns on campus

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-politics-fallin-unsure-about-guns-on-campus/article/3538358#ixzz1DHiZMQM1

 

 Legislators look to strip power from Oklahoma Education Board

http://newsok.com/legislators-look-to-strip-power-from-oklahoma-education-
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Oklahoma gas prices could keep rising due to unrest in Egypt

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-prices-could-keep-rising-due-to-unrest-in-

egypt/article/3538323#ixzz1DHivrUgx

 

Thousands of Oklahoma babies born underweight each year

http://newsok.com/thousands-of-oklahoma-babies-born-underweight-each-

year/article/3538702#ixzz1DHjeYFvL

 

Oklahoma's new insurance commissioner implementing health care reforms he opposes

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-new-insurance-commissioner-implementing-health-care-reforms-he-

opposes/article/3538532#ixzz1DHjp2NIK

 

Oklahoma colleges offer variety of mental health services

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-colleges-offer-variety-of-mental-health-

services/article/3538336#ixzz1DHjzy81x

  

School board races

http://www.newsok.com/school-board-races/article/3538753

 

Some students angry over campuses being open

http://www.newsok.com/some-students-angry-over-campuses-being-open/article/3538213

 

Legislators look to strip power from Oklahoma Education Board

http://newsok.com/legislators-look-to-strip-power-from-oklahoma-education-

board/article/3538331#ixzz1DHkvPD7s

 

College endowments start to rebound

http://www.newsok.com/college-endowments-start-to-rebound/article/3538238

Burn ban in Oklahoma City has been lifted

http://newsok.com/burn-ban-in-oklahoma-city-has-been-lifted/article/3538850#ixzz1DHllxHuV

 

Researcher to talk about Stalin on Tuesday at OU 

http://newsok.com/researcher-to-talk-about-stalin-on-tuesday-at-ou/article/3538107#ixzz1DHmjEFdP

 

Diplomatic security detail makes debut

http://www.newsok.com/diplomatic-security-detail-makes-debut/article/3538615

Cole, Lankford study entitlements

http://www.newsok.com/cole-lankford-study-entitlements/article/3538614

 

Eloise Bollenbach Bellmon, former Oklahoma governor's wife, dies at age 83

http://newsok.com/eloise-bollenbach-bellmon-former-oklahoma-governors-wife-dies-at-age-

83/article/3538743#ixzz1DHoCGK5R

 

More than 1,000 injuries attributed to Oklahoma storm

http://newsok.com/more-than-1000-injuries-attributed-to-oklahoma-storm/article/3538710#ixzz1DHoT4xC5

 

Many new faces at Capitol as Oklahoma Legislature begins

http://newsok.com/many-new-faces-at-capitol-as-oklahoma-legislature-

begins/article/3538143#ixzz1DHpApZYj

 

 Oklahoma lawmakers must do balancing act to address corrections

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-must-do-balancing-act-to-address-

corrections/article/3538126#ixzz1DHpJV7kK

 

Obamacare creates a charity, not insurance

http://newsok.com/obamacare-creates-a-charity-not-insurance/article/3538138

 

http://newsok.com/legislators-look-to-strip-power-from-oklahoma-education-board/article/3538331#ixzz1DHikFQYb
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-prices-could-keep-rising-due-to-unrest-in-egypt/article/3538323#ixzz1DHivrUgx
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-prices-could-keep-rising-due-to-unrest-in-egypt/article/3538323#ixzz1DHivrUgx
http://newsok.com/thousands-of-oklahoma-babies-born-underweight-each-year/article/3538702#ixzz1DHjeYFvL
http://newsok.com/thousands-of-oklahoma-babies-born-underweight-each-year/article/3538702#ixzz1DHjeYFvL
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-new-insurance-commissioner-implementing-health-care-reforms-he-opposes/article/3538532#ixzz1DHjp2NIK
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-new-insurance-commissioner-implementing-health-care-reforms-he-opposes/article/3538532#ixzz1DHjp2NIK
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-colleges-offer-variety-of-mental-health-services/article/3538336#ixzz1DHjzy81x
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-colleges-offer-variety-of-mental-health-services/article/3538336#ixzz1DHjzy81x
http://www.newsok.com/school-board-races/article/3538753
http://www.newsok.com/some-students-angry-over-campuses-being-open/article/3538213
http://newsok.com/legislators-look-to-strip-power-from-oklahoma-education-board/article/3538331#ixzz1DHkvPD7s
http://newsok.com/legislators-look-to-strip-power-from-oklahoma-education-board/article/3538331#ixzz1DHkvPD7s
http://www.newsok.com/college-endowments-start-to-rebound/article/3538238
http://newsok.com/burn-ban-in-oklahoma-city-has-been-lifted/article/3538850#ixzz1DHllxHuV
http://newsok.com/researcher-to-talk-about-stalin-on-tuesday-at-ou/article/3538107#ixzz1DHmjEFdP
http://www.newsok.com/diplomatic-security-detail-makes-debut/article/3538615
http://www.newsok.com/cole-lankford-study-entitlements/article/3538614
http://newsok.com/eloise-bollenbach-bellmon-former-oklahoma-governors-wife-dies-at-age-83/article/3538743#ixzz1DHoCGK5R
http://newsok.com/eloise-bollenbach-bellmon-former-oklahoma-governors-wife-dies-at-age-83/article/3538743#ixzz1DHoCGK5R
http://newsok.com/more-than-1000-injuries-attributed-to-oklahoma-storm/article/3538710#ixzz1DHoT4xC5
http://newsok.com/many-new-faces-at-capitol-as-oklahoma-legislature-begins/article/3538143#ixzz1DHpApZYj
http://newsok.com/many-new-faces-at-capitol-as-oklahoma-legislature-begins/article/3538143#ixzz1DHpApZYj
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-must-do-balancing-act-to-address-corrections/article/3538126#ixzz1DHpJV7kK
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-must-do-balancing-act-to-address-corrections/article/3538126#ixzz1DHpJV7kK
http://newsok.com/obamacare-creates-a-charity-not-insurance/article/3538138


Former AG Edmondson interesting choice for justice system panel

http://newsok.com/former-ag-edmondson-interesting-choice-for-justice-system-

panel/article/3538141#ixzz1DHpfAVpH

 

Oklahoma Senate ideologue caucus rolls out agenda

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-ideologue-caucus-rolls-out-agenda/article/3538142

 

Inhofe, environmentalists on same side (this time)

http://newsok.com/inhofe-environmentalists-on-same-side-this-time/article/3538127

Layoffs become rarer even with unemployment high

http://www.newsok.com/layoffs-become-rarer-even-with-unemployment-high/article/feed/240412?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Analysis: Political gamble in GOP budget-cutting

http://www.newsok.com/analysis-political-gamble-in-gop-budget-cutting/article/feed/240309?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Obama says people who hate him don't know him

http://newsok.com/obama-says-people-who-hate-him-dont-know-him/article/feed/240370#ixzz1DHdo23N7

 

Obama and business community seek to ease tensions

http://newsok.com/obama-and-business-community-seek-to-ease-

tensions/article/feed/240303#ixzz1DHe0G5Nr

Obama says Egypt not going back to way it was

http://newsok.com/obama-says-egypt-not-going-back-to-way-it-was/article/feed/240350#ixzz1DHeBlXbG

 

AP Exclusive: Fearful Russian lawmaker flees to US

http://newsok.com/ap-exclusive-fearful-russian-lawmaker-flees-to-us/article/feed/240314#ixzz1DHeN51gb

 

 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Legislators begin new session today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_11_0_OKLAHO743273

GOP holds all government power for first time in Oklahoma's history

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_16_A4_OKLAHO68034

Former state school Superintendent Sandy Garrett denies ordering e-mail deleted

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110206_12_A28_NORMAN374432

Questions surround judicial nomination of Arvo Mikkanen for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_16_A23_CUTLIN390175

Oklahoma congressmen say entitlement programs, tax code must be on cutting block

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_16_A26_CUTLIN665821

Fallin seeking state budget cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110205_16_A17_ULNSoM166337

Rep. Boren has key role on panel focused on American Indian issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110205_16_A22_CUTLIN129511

Council discusses overriding veto of Pauling's no-confidence vote

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_11_A1_CUTLIN855979

http://newsok.com/former-ag-edmondson-interesting-choice-for-justice-system-panel/article/3538141#ixzz1DHpfAVpH
http://newsok.com/former-ag-edmondson-interesting-choice-for-justice-system-panel/article/3538141#ixzz1DHpfAVpH
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-ideologue-caucus-rolls-out-agenda/article/3538142
http://newsok.com/inhofe-environmentalists-on-same-side-this-time/article/3538127
http://www.newsok.com/layoffs-become-rarer-even-with-unemployment-high/article/feed/240412?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
http://www.newsok.com/layoffs-become-rarer-even-with-unemployment-high/article/feed/240412?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
http://www.newsok.com/analysis-political-gamble-in-gop-budget-cutting/article/feed/240309?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
http://www.newsok.com/analysis-political-gamble-in-gop-budget-cutting/article/feed/240309?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
http://newsok.com/obama-says-people-who-hate-him-dont-know-him/article/feed/240370#ixzz1DHdo23N7
http://newsok.com/obama-and-business-community-seek-to-ease-tensions/article/feed/240303#ixzz1DHe0G5Nr
http://newsok.com/obama-and-business-community-seek-to-ease-tensions/article/feed/240303#ixzz1DHe0G5Nr
http://newsok.com/obama-says-egypt-not-going-back-to-way-it-was/article/feed/240350#ixzz1DHeBlXbG
http://newsok.com/ap-exclusive-fearful-russian-lawmaker-flees-to-us/article/feed/240314#ixzz1DHeN51gb
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_11_0_OKLAHO743273
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_16_A4_OKLAHO68034
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110206_12_A28_NORMAN374432
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_16_A23_CUTLIN390175
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_16_A26_CUTLIN665821
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110205_16_A17_ULNSoM166337
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110205_16_A22_CUTLIN129511
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_11_A1_CUTLIN855979


White House, business community clasp hands

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_13_A10_CUTLIN572393

White House to make spending cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_13_A10_WASHIN701130

Mayor Bartlett wants change in city ethics ordinance

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_11_A23_CUTLIN481195

Cyberattacks pierce Nasdaq system

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_13_A14_WASHIN840646

House Republicans go easy on cuts for Congress

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_13_A15_WASHIN799626

Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_16_A14_WASHIN756976

Tulsa-area schools remain closed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110207_16_A1_ULNShn872930

Museum to exhibit Operation Iraqi Freedom

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110207_12_A15_CUTLIN108938

Burning of red cedar trees planned by Arcadia Lake

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110207_11_0_EDMOND260368

Tulsa-area forecast calls for 5-10 inches of snow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110207_12_A9_Awinte710821

More than 1,000 treated for weather-related injuries in state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110206_12_0_Moreth460655

Send-off planned for Oklahoma National Guard troops headed to Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110206_12_A27_CUTLIN969572

Oklahoma college endowments growing after recession

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110206_12_A28_OKLAHO601708

Oklahoma's 18th-ranked female arrest rate doesn't jibe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110206_11_A1_CUTLIN934401

Thousands of Oklahoma babies born underweight each year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110206_11_A23_CUTLIN270576

Women in jail get opportunities to better themselves

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110206_11_A13_CUTLIN63294

Bad habits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110207_61_A13_CUTLIN41467

Doubters

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110207_61_A13_Inamor261240

Mounting evidence

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20110206_211_G6_CUTLIN342677

 

Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Going the distance: Dana Murphy relishes new duties as OCC chairwoman

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/04/going-the-distance-dana-murphy-relishes-new-duties-as-occ-

chairwoman-energy/

 

Fallin: More government cuts to come

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/04/fallin-more-government-cuts-to-come-capitol/

 

Free dental clinic draws more than 1,000

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/04/free-dental-clinic-draws-more-than-1000-health-care/

Life-or-death lessons

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/04/executive-session-life-or-death-lessons-nonprofit/

Journal Record takes top honors from Oklahoma Press Association

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/05/takes-top-honors/

Free dental clinic draws more than 1,000

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/04/free-dental-clinic-draws-more-than-1000-health-care/

Chesapeake Energy says it could get $5B from sale of Fayetteville shale stake and other assets 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_CHESAPEAKE_ENERGY_SHALE_SALE_1ST_LD_WRITETHRU?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

AOL to buy Huffington Post news site for $315M; Arianna Huffington to head AOL content

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_AOL_HUFFINGTON_POST?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

With gains in Okla., GOP touts ambitious agenda

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x984920887/With-gains-in-Okla-GOP-touts-ambitious-agenda

 

Fallin to propose cuts for all Oklahoma agencies

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x350744062/Fallin-to-propose-cuts-for-all-Oklahoma-agencies

 
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
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USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb.5-7, 2011
Date: Monday, February 07, 2011 9:42:20 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin to deliver first State of the State message

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-to-deliver-first-state-of-the-state-

message/article/3538751#ixzz1DHevqhLt

 

Oklahoma has school board, bond elections Tuesday

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-has-school-board-bond-elections-tuesday/article/3538752

 

New cast set to deal with Oklahoma issues

http://newsok.com/new-cast-set-to-deal-with-oklahoma-issues/article/3538548#ixzz1DHfTfuMA

 

Obama's budget director: 'Tough choices' in store

http://www.newsok.com/obamas-budget-director-tough-choices-in-store/article/feed/240315

 

 How corrupt is Oklahoma government?

http://www.newsok.com/how-corrupt-is-oklahoma-government/article/3538560

 

Oklahoma scandals through the years

http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-scandals-through-the-years/article/3538559

 

Cole, Lankford study entitlements

http://www.newsok.com/cole-lankford-study-entitlements/article/3538614

 

House Republicans go easy on cuts for Congress

http://newsok.com/house-republicans-go-easy-on-cuts-for-congress/article/feed/240175#ixzz1DHgkqk5W

 

Health care fraud: Not a faceless crime any longer

http://newsok.com/health-care-fraud-not-a-faceless-crime-any-longer/article/feed/240163#ixzz1DHgwkapY

 

Obama: Gov't, business responsible for US future

http://www.newsok.com/obama-govt-business-responsible-for-us-future/article/feed/240170

 

 Sen. Hatch: Kagan should sit out health care case

http://newsok.com/sen.-hatch-kagan-should-sit-out-health-care-case/article/feed/239969#ixzz1DHhPeVFp

 

Social conservatives could split Oklahoma House majority, Democratic leader says

http://newsok.com/social-conservatives-could-split-oklahoma-house-majority-democratic-leader-

says/article/3538551#ixzz1DHhen7b3

 

 Who's who in Oklahoma leadership

http://www.newsok.com/whos-who-in-oklahoma-leadership/article/3538549

 

Former state Superintendent Sandy Garrett's e-mails missing

http://www.newsok.com/former-state-superintendent-sandy-garretts-e-mails-missing/article/3538353

 

Oklahoma governor to call for at least 3 percent cuts to state agencies

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-to-call-for-at-least-3-percent-cuts-to-state-

agencies/article/3538099#ixzz1DHiJGhDZ

 

Oklahoma politics: Fallin unsure about guns on campus

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-politics-fallin-unsure-about-guns-on-campus/article/3538358#ixzz1DHiZMQM1

 

 Legislators look to strip power from Oklahoma Education Board

http://newsok.com/legislators-look-to-strip-power-from-oklahoma-education-
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Oklahoma gas prices could keep rising due to unrest in Egypt

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-prices-could-keep-rising-due-to-unrest-in-

egypt/article/3538323#ixzz1DHivrUgx

 

Thousands of Oklahoma babies born underweight each year

http://newsok.com/thousands-of-oklahoma-babies-born-underweight-each-

year/article/3538702#ixzz1DHjeYFvL

 

Oklahoma's new insurance commissioner implementing health care reforms he opposes

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-new-insurance-commissioner-implementing-health-care-reforms-he-

opposes/article/3538532#ixzz1DHjp2NIK

 

Oklahoma colleges offer variety of mental health services

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-colleges-offer-variety-of-mental-health-

services/article/3538336#ixzz1DHjzy81x

  

School board races

http://www.newsok.com/school-board-races/article/3538753

 

Some students angry over campuses being open

http://www.newsok.com/some-students-angry-over-campuses-being-open/article/3538213

 

Legislators look to strip power from Oklahoma Education Board

http://newsok.com/legislators-look-to-strip-power-from-oklahoma-education-

board/article/3538331#ixzz1DHkvPD7s

 

College endowments start to rebound

http://www.newsok.com/college-endowments-start-to-rebound/article/3538238

Burn ban in Oklahoma City has been lifted

http://newsok.com/burn-ban-in-oklahoma-city-has-been-lifted/article/3538850#ixzz1DHllxHuV

 

Researcher to talk about Stalin on Tuesday at OU 

http://newsok.com/researcher-to-talk-about-stalin-on-tuesday-at-ou/article/3538107#ixzz1DHmjEFdP

 

Diplomatic security detail makes debut

http://www.newsok.com/diplomatic-security-detail-makes-debut/article/3538615

Cole, Lankford study entitlements

http://www.newsok.com/cole-lankford-study-entitlements/article/3538614

 

Eloise Bollenbach Bellmon, former Oklahoma governor's wife, dies at age 83

http://newsok.com/eloise-bollenbach-bellmon-former-oklahoma-governors-wife-dies-at-age-

83/article/3538743#ixzz1DHoCGK5R

 

More than 1,000 injuries attributed to Oklahoma storm

http://newsok.com/more-than-1000-injuries-attributed-to-oklahoma-storm/article/3538710#ixzz1DHoT4xC5

 

Many new faces at Capitol as Oklahoma Legislature begins

http://newsok.com/many-new-faces-at-capitol-as-oklahoma-legislature-

begins/article/3538143#ixzz1DHpApZYj

 

 Oklahoma lawmakers must do balancing act to address corrections

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-must-do-balancing-act-to-address-

corrections/article/3538126#ixzz1DHpJV7kK

 

Obamacare creates a charity, not insurance

http://newsok.com/obamacare-creates-a-charity-not-insurance/article/3538138
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http://newsok.com/researcher-to-talk-about-stalin-on-tuesday-at-ou/article/3538107#ixzz1DHmjEFdP
http://www.newsok.com/diplomatic-security-detail-makes-debut/article/3538615
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Former AG Edmondson interesting choice for justice system panel

http://newsok.com/former-ag-edmondson-interesting-choice-for-justice-system-

panel/article/3538141#ixzz1DHpfAVpH

 

Oklahoma Senate ideologue caucus rolls out agenda

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-ideologue-caucus-rolls-out-agenda/article/3538142

 

Inhofe, environmentalists on same side (this time)

http://newsok.com/inhofe-environmentalists-on-same-side-this-time/article/3538127

Layoffs become rarer even with unemployment high

http://www.newsok.com/layoffs-become-rarer-even-with-unemployment-high/article/feed/240412?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Analysis: Political gamble in GOP budget-cutting

http://www.newsok.com/analysis-political-gamble-in-gop-budget-cutting/article/feed/240309?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Obama says people who hate him don't know him

http://newsok.com/obama-says-people-who-hate-him-dont-know-him/article/feed/240370#ixzz1DHdo23N7

 

Obama and business community seek to ease tensions

http://newsok.com/obama-and-business-community-seek-to-ease-

tensions/article/feed/240303#ixzz1DHe0G5Nr

Obama says Egypt not going back to way it was

http://newsok.com/obama-says-egypt-not-going-back-to-way-it-was/article/feed/240350#ixzz1DHeBlXbG

 

AP Exclusive: Fearful Russian lawmaker flees to US

http://newsok.com/ap-exclusive-fearful-russian-lawmaker-flees-to-us/article/feed/240314#ixzz1DHeN51gb

 

 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Legislators begin new session today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_11_0_OKLAHO743273

GOP holds all government power for first time in Oklahoma's history

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_16_A4_OKLAHO68034

Former state school Superintendent Sandy Garrett denies ordering e-mail deleted

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110206_12_A28_NORMAN374432

Questions surround judicial nomination of Arvo Mikkanen for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_16_A23_CUTLIN390175

Oklahoma congressmen say entitlement programs, tax code must be on cutting block

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_16_A26_CUTLIN665821

Fallin seeking state budget cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110205_16_A17_ULNSoM166337

Rep. Boren has key role on panel focused on American Indian issues

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110205_16_A22_CUTLIN129511

Council discusses overriding veto of Pauling's no-confidence vote

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_11_A1_CUTLIN855979
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White House, business community clasp hands

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_13_A10_CUTLIN572393

White House to make spending cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110207_13_A10_WASHIN701130

Mayor Bartlett wants change in city ethics ordinance

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_11_A23_CUTLIN481195

Cyberattacks pierce Nasdaq system

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_13_A14_WASHIN840646

House Republicans go easy on cuts for Congress

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_13_A15_WASHIN799626

Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20110206_16_A14_WASHIN756976

Tulsa-area schools remain closed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110207_16_A1_ULNShn872930

Museum to exhibit Operation Iraqi Freedom

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110207_12_A15_CUTLIN108938

Burning of red cedar trees planned by Arcadia Lake

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110207_11_0_EDMOND260368

Tulsa-area forecast calls for 5-10 inches of snow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110207_12_A9_Awinte710821

More than 1,000 treated for weather-related injuries in state

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110206_12_0_Moreth460655

Send-off planned for Oklahoma National Guard troops headed to Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110206_12_A27_CUTLIN969572

Oklahoma college endowments growing after recession

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110206_12_A28_OKLAHO601708

Oklahoma's 18th-ranked female arrest rate doesn't jibe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110206_11_A1_CUTLIN934401

Thousands of Oklahoma babies born underweight each year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110206_11_A23_CUTLIN270576

Women in jail get opportunities to better themselves

http://www.tulsaworld.com/webextra/content/2010/crimesite/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110206_11_A13_CUTLIN63294

Bad habits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110207_61_A13_CUTLIN41467

Doubters

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110207_61_A13_Inamor261240

Mounting evidence

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20110206_211_G6_CUTLIN342677

 

Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Going the distance: Dana Murphy relishes new duties as OCC chairwoman

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/04/going-the-distance-dana-murphy-relishes-new-duties-as-occ-

chairwoman-energy/

 

Fallin: More government cuts to come

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/04/fallin-more-government-cuts-to-come-capitol/

 

Free dental clinic draws more than 1,000

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/04/free-dental-clinic-draws-more-than-1000-health-care/

Life-or-death lessons

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/04/executive-session-life-or-death-lessons-nonprofit/

Journal Record takes top honors from Oklahoma Press Association

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/05/takes-top-honors/

Free dental clinic draws more than 1,000

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/04/free-dental-clinic-draws-more-than-1000-health-care/

Chesapeake Energy says it could get $5B from sale of Fayetteville shale stake and other assets 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_CHESAPEAKE_ENERGY_SHALE_SALE_1ST_LD_WRITETHRU?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

AOL to buy Huffington Post news site for $315M; Arianna Huffington to head AOL content

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_AOL_HUFFINGTON_POST?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

With gains in Okla., GOP touts ambitious agenda

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x984920887/With-gains-in-Okla-GOP-touts-ambitious-agenda

 

Fallin to propose cuts for all Oklahoma agencies

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x350744062/Fallin-to-propose-cuts-for-all-Oklahoma-agencies

 
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
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USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 23, 2012
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2012 9:37:44 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Panel approves eliminating Oklahoma's pet breeders licensing board

http://newsok.com/panel-approves-eliminating-oklahomas-pet-breeders-licensing-

board/article/3651307#ixzz1nDUu4j8r

 

Oklahoma lawmaker wants House staff to testify in workers’ compensation case

http://newsok.com/article/3651359#ixzz1nDVAl0Io
 
Oklahoma City education leaders say they will fight state takeover of schools

http://newsok.com/article/3651460#ixzz1nDPFeAlj

 

Oklahoma’s constitutional separation of church and state measure could face repeal

http://newsok.com/article/3651383#ixzz1nDQAbAzr

 

Oklahoma should sell unneeded properties, House panel says

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-should-sell-unneeded-properties-house-panel-

says/article/3651337#ixzz1nDQPvmL4

 

Oklahomans can learn from veterans, retired Army officer says

http://newsok.com/article/3651387#ixzz1nDQbMw4N

 

Newest member of the House takes office in the Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/newest-member-of-the-house-takes-office-in-the-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3651333#ixzz1nDR0rLZr

 

Three months after fatal plane crash, Oklahoma State University plans review of

travel policy

http://newsok.com/three-months-after-fatal-plane-crash-oklahoma-state-university-

plans-review-of-travel-policy/article/3651320#ixzz1nDPWDOot

 

Medical examiners unable to find cause for Oklahoma State University plane crash

http://newsok.com/article/3651465#ixzz1nDPvxfCS

 

Presidential candidate Ron Paul to speak Saturday in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651335#ixzz1nDRJXbUh

 

Meth lab busts up again in 2011

http://newsok.com/article/3651399

 

Extension of payroll tax cut becomes law

http://newsok.com/article/3651404
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Oklahoma governor’s tax plan neither simple nor universally endorsed

http://newsok.com/article/3651293#ixzz1nDSSvW00

 

Debate over Oklahoma pseudoephedrine legislation way over the top

http://newsok.com/article/3651295#ixzz1nDShFMFP

 

Gains in Oklahoma foster care system will require help from many

http://newsok.com/article/3651294#ixzz1nDSvoa9f

 

George F. Will: Two miscast candidates for the GOP

http://newsok.com/george-f.-will-two-miscast-candidates-for-the-

gop/article/3651272#ixzz1nDTC07ej

 

Man tells girlfriend he killed his 64-year-old aunt in Midwest City and ‘felt calm about

it,’ court documents show

http://newsok.com/article/3651446#ixzz1nDVjxiXd

 

Some outstanding warrants eligible for reduction in Midwest City

http://newsok.com/article/3651489#ixzz1nDW19FqY

 

Students eligible for science programs at Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural

History

http://newsok.com/students-eligible-for-science-programs-at-sam-noble-oklahoma-

museum-of-natural-history/article/3651280#ixzz1nDWHAwkc

 

Tulsa’s east Postal Service center could close by May

http://newsok.com/article/3651424#ixzz1nDWlwxCx

 

Inmate accused of strangling cellmate at Lawton prison

http://newsok.com/article/3651422#ixzz1nDX9T79R

 

Man forces his way into home, rapes woman in southwest Oklahoma City
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Oklahoma soldier dies in Afghanistan

http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

New Democratic lawmakers sworn into office

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923005/New-Democratic-lawmakers-

sworn-into-office

 

Committee calls for insurance exchange

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513922987/Committee-calls-for-insurance-

exchange

 

National meth lab busts up again in ’11

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923021/National-meth-lab-busts-up-

again-in-11

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
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USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 23, 2012
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2012 9:37:44 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Panel approves eliminating Oklahoma's pet breeders licensing board

http://newsok.com/panel-approves-eliminating-oklahomas-pet-breeders-licensing-

board/article/3651307#ixzz1nDUu4j8r

 

Oklahoma lawmaker wants House staff to testify in workers’ compensation case

http://newsok.com/article/3651359#ixzz1nDVAl0Io
 
Oklahoma City education leaders say they will fight state takeover of schools

http://newsok.com/article/3651460#ixzz1nDPFeAlj

 

Oklahoma’s constitutional separation of church and state measure could face repeal

http://newsok.com/article/3651383#ixzz1nDQAbAzr

 

Oklahoma should sell unneeded properties, House panel says

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-should-sell-unneeded-properties-house-panel-

says/article/3651337#ixzz1nDQPvmL4

 

Oklahomans can learn from veterans, retired Army officer says

http://newsok.com/article/3651387#ixzz1nDQbMw4N

 

Newest member of the House takes office in the Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/newest-member-of-the-house-takes-office-in-the-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3651333#ixzz1nDR0rLZr

 

Three months after fatal plane crash, Oklahoma State University plans review of

travel policy

http://newsok.com/three-months-after-fatal-plane-crash-oklahoma-state-university-

plans-review-of-travel-policy/article/3651320#ixzz1nDPWDOot

 

Medical examiners unable to find cause for Oklahoma State University plane crash

http://newsok.com/article/3651465#ixzz1nDPvxfCS

 

Presidential candidate Ron Paul to speak Saturday in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651335#ixzz1nDRJXbUh

 

Meth lab busts up again in 2011

http://newsok.com/article/3651399

 

Extension of payroll tax cut becomes law

http://newsok.com/article/3651404
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Oklahoma governor’s tax plan neither simple nor universally endorsed

http://newsok.com/article/3651293#ixzz1nDSSvW00

 

Debate over Oklahoma pseudoephedrine legislation way over the top

http://newsok.com/article/3651295#ixzz1nDShFMFP

 

Gains in Oklahoma foster care system will require help from many

http://newsok.com/article/3651294#ixzz1nDSvoa9f

 

George F. Will: Two miscast candidates for the GOP

http://newsok.com/george-f.-will-two-miscast-candidates-for-the-

gop/article/3651272#ixzz1nDTC07ej

 

Man tells girlfriend he killed his 64-year-old aunt in Midwest City and ‘felt calm about

it,’ court documents show

http://newsok.com/article/3651446#ixzz1nDVjxiXd

 

Some outstanding warrants eligible for reduction in Midwest City

http://newsok.com/article/3651489#ixzz1nDW19FqY

 

Students eligible for science programs at Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural

History

http://newsok.com/students-eligible-for-science-programs-at-sam-noble-oklahoma-

museum-of-natural-history/article/3651280#ixzz1nDWHAwkc

 

Tulsa’s east Postal Service center could close by May

http://newsok.com/article/3651424#ixzz1nDWlwxCx

 

Inmate accused of strangling cellmate at Lawton prison

http://newsok.com/article/3651422#ixzz1nDX9T79R

 

Man forces his way into home, rapes woman in southwest Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651419#ixzz1nDXMS4nS

 

Inmate hangs himself in Oklahoma County jail

http://newsok.com/article/3651297

 

Former Moore Christian Schools teacher arrested in rape case

http://newsok.com/article/3651418#ixzz1nDXu1yqo

 

Long-serving African Methodist Episcopal minister will be honored in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/long-serving-african-methodist-episcopal-minister-will-be-

honored-in-oklahoma-city/article/3651284#ixzz1nDYE7wff

 

Edmond planning chairman is unhappy over handling of Fairfax housing proposal

http://newsok.com/article/3651498#ixzz1nDYXEPeN
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Power plant officials deny bribing former Oklahoma state senator

http://newsok.com/article/3651391#ixzz1nDYsuf9r

 

Oklahoma urged to form its own health insurance exchange

http://newsok.com/article/3651365#ixzz1nDZ6biMv

 

Hobby Lobby offers major deal: a free campus in Massachusetts

http://newsok.com/article/3651361#ixzz1nDZMM1Y7

 

Continental Resources reports fourth-quarter loss of $112 million

http://newsok.com/continental-resources-reports-fourth-quarter-loss-of-112-

million/article/3651323#ixzz1nDZh5YbA

 

Enid company adds Bakken acreage

http://newsok.com/article/3651324

 

Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy

http://newsok.com/obama-to-address-gas-prices-pitch-energy-

policy/article/feed/351487#ixzz1nDaaJCCK

 

Some states may use mortgage settlement to fill budget gaps

http://newsok.com/some-states-may-use-mortgage-settlement-to-fill-budget-

gaps/article/3651372#ixzz1nDat0DX6

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/article/3651338

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma's legislature pays tribute to veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120223_16_A5_OKLAHO189630

 

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks way to allow funds for church schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO716326

 

Morgan trial: Officials of energy firm say payments were not bribery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO285630

 

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks way to allow funds for church schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO716326
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John Hope Franklin portrait installed at Capitol dome

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN770071

 

Tulsa's processing and distribution center likely to close

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN955202

 

After bitter debate, Romney and Santorum eye Michigan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120223_688_0_hrimgs425415

 

Oklahoma's response to 'Obamacare' recommends partial step toward

health exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_OKLAHO387921

 

Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_0_WASHIN190939

 

Bill on regulating Oklahoma pet breeders would restart process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_ULNSbr590990

 

Tulsa County district attorney, angry over meth bill's demise, lashes out at lawmakers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=683&articleid=20120223_16_A11_CUTLIN360608

 

Route 66 Village advocates seek fee waiver from Tulsa council

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN152098

 

Inhofe signs off on federal judicial nominee Dowdell

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN485736

 

Ann Coulter to appear at Broken Arrow fundraiser for Randall Terry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN632676

 

Obama calls for corporate tax rate cut

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A7_WSIGOr969767

 

U.S. drafts plan to fight Alzheimer's disease
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subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A4_WASHIN274040

 

Oklahoma U.S. Rep. Dan Boren says weeklong Taiwan trip to foster U.S. relations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN768351

 

Obama helps break ground on black history museum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A6_CUTLIN67377

 

OSU to consider new travel rules

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_STILLW398556

 

Autopsy on pilot in OSU crash inconclusive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_STILLW102791

 

Man tells girlfriend he 'felt calm' about killing aunt in Midwest City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120223_12_0_OLHMIY739255

 

Soldier from Noble died Tuesday in Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A1_Asoldi407724

 

Oklahoma District 1 candidate Bridenstine cancels Navy promotion ceremony to

avoid confusion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN383252

 

Bartlesville murder trial under way for ex-jailer in toddler's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_12_A8_CUTLIN485985

 

Cherokee Nation grant will help pave Oologah-Talala walking trail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_12_A13_OLGHCn391431

 

TPS seeks to avoid state takeover of low-performing schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120223_19_A1_TlaPbi622302

 

Firefighters, officer presented Rotary Club of Tulsa awards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A8_CUTLIN589542

 

Tulsan given life term for Guard member's slaying
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subjectid=14&articleid=20120223_14_A8_CUTLIN262386

 

Minor changes to Tulsa's district would switch about 1,600 people

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A18_Cityco592741

 

10th Circuit appeals court rejects Tulsa World's mug shot request

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_14_A5_DENVER668231

 

Free relationship classes offered in Tulsa to fight divorce rate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A13_Family600953

 

Drug-testing of aid applicants may not be in state's best interests

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120223_61_A16_Drugte126975

 

Bill confuses fact and faith

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120223_61_A16_Pshhel723206

 
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

 

Committee calls for Okla. insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/committee-calls-for-okla-insurance-exchange-

capitol/

 

OKC school officials fear possible takeover

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/okc-school-officials-fear-possible-takeover-

capitol/

 

Lawsuit prompts Okla. lawmaker to seek amendment

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/lawsuit-prompts-okla-lawmaker-to-seek-

amendment-capitol/
 
Cracking the pink ceiling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/cracking-the-pink-ceiling-general-news/

 

Morgan trial: Bill failed in committee

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/morgan-trial-bill-failed-in-committee-law/
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Williams, Williams Partners report strong earnings for year

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/williams-williams-partners-report-strong-

earnings-for-year-energy/

 

Despite 4Q loss, Continental Resources boosts profits for year

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/despite-4q-loss-continental-resources-boosts-

profits-for-year-energy/

 

Sizing up the competition: Shawnee hotel operators prepare for new addition to

market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/sizing-up-the-competition-shawnee-hotel-

operators-prepare-for-new-addition-to-market-real-estate/

 

Sitting pretty in Tulsa: Downtown barber and beauty shops enjoy large customer base

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/sitting-pretty-in-tulsa-downtown-barber-and-

beauty-shops-enjoy-large-customer-base-general-news/

 

Oklahoma’s shining examples: Companies feted for making Fortune list

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/oklahoma%e2%80%99s-shining-examples-

companies-feted-for-making-fortune-list-general-news/

 

Battle of the casket companies: Lawsuit alleges licensing infringement for OU, OSU

memorial products

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/battle-of-the-casket-companies-lawsuit-alleges-

licensing-infringement-for-ou-osu-memorial-products-law/

 

Group’s water lawsuit could help tribes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/group%e2%80%99s-water-lawsuit-could-help-

tribes-capitol/

 

Judge: BP liable for civil penalties for oil spill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/judge-bp-liable-for-civil-penalties-for-oil-spill-

energy-2/

 

Oil prices rise on continued concern about Iran

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/oil-prices-rise-on-continued-concern-about-iran-

energy/

 

Legal Briefs: Feb. 23, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/legal-briefs-feb-23-2012-law/

 

HP CEO pleads patience as earnings fall 44 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/hp-ceo-pleads-patience-as-earnings-fall-44-pct-

finance/

 

Obama seeks corporate tax rate cut, loophole limit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/obama-seeks-corporate-tax-rate-cut-loophole-

limit-finance/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Oklahoma soldier dies in Afghanistan

http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

New Democratic lawmakers sworn into office

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923005/New-Democratic-lawmakers-

sworn-into-office

 

Committee calls for insurance exchange

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513922987/Committee-calls-for-insurance-

exchange

 

National meth lab busts up again in ’11

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923021/National-meth-lab-busts-up-

again-in-11

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
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USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 23, 2012
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2012 9:37:44 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Panel approves eliminating Oklahoma's pet breeders licensing board

http://newsok.com/panel-approves-eliminating-oklahomas-pet-breeders-licensing-

board/article/3651307#ixzz1nDUu4j8r

 

Oklahoma lawmaker wants House staff to testify in workers’ compensation case

http://newsok.com/article/3651359#ixzz1nDVAl0Io
 
Oklahoma City education leaders say they will fight state takeover of schools

http://newsok.com/article/3651460#ixzz1nDPFeAlj

 

Oklahoma’s constitutional separation of church and state measure could face repeal

http://newsok.com/article/3651383#ixzz1nDQAbAzr

 

Oklahoma should sell unneeded properties, House panel says

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-should-sell-unneeded-properties-house-panel-

says/article/3651337#ixzz1nDQPvmL4

 

Oklahomans can learn from veterans, retired Army officer says

http://newsok.com/article/3651387#ixzz1nDQbMw4N

 

Newest member of the House takes office in the Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/newest-member-of-the-house-takes-office-in-the-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3651333#ixzz1nDR0rLZr

 

Three months after fatal plane crash, Oklahoma State University plans review of

travel policy

http://newsok.com/three-months-after-fatal-plane-crash-oklahoma-state-university-

plans-review-of-travel-policy/article/3651320#ixzz1nDPWDOot

 

Medical examiners unable to find cause for Oklahoma State University plane crash

http://newsok.com/article/3651465#ixzz1nDPvxfCS

 

Presidential candidate Ron Paul to speak Saturday in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651335#ixzz1nDRJXbUh

 

Meth lab busts up again in 2011

http://newsok.com/article/3651399

 

Extension of payroll tax cut becomes law

http://newsok.com/article/3651404
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Oklahoma governor’s tax plan neither simple nor universally endorsed

http://newsok.com/article/3651293#ixzz1nDSSvW00

 

Debate over Oklahoma pseudoephedrine legislation way over the top

http://newsok.com/article/3651295#ixzz1nDShFMFP

 

Gains in Oklahoma foster care system will require help from many

http://newsok.com/article/3651294#ixzz1nDSvoa9f

 

George F. Will: Two miscast candidates for the GOP

http://newsok.com/george-f.-will-two-miscast-candidates-for-the-

gop/article/3651272#ixzz1nDTC07ej

 

Man tells girlfriend he killed his 64-year-old aunt in Midwest City and ‘felt calm about

it,’ court documents show

http://newsok.com/article/3651446#ixzz1nDVjxiXd

 

Some outstanding warrants eligible for reduction in Midwest City

http://newsok.com/article/3651489#ixzz1nDW19FqY

 

Students eligible for science programs at Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural

History

http://newsok.com/students-eligible-for-science-programs-at-sam-noble-oklahoma-

museum-of-natural-history/article/3651280#ixzz1nDWHAwkc

 

Tulsa’s east Postal Service center could close by May

http://newsok.com/article/3651424#ixzz1nDWlwxCx

 

Inmate accused of strangling cellmate at Lawton prison

http://newsok.com/article/3651422#ixzz1nDX9T79R

 

Man forces his way into home, rapes woman in southwest Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/article/3651419#ixzz1nDXMS4nS

 

Inmate hangs himself in Oklahoma County jail

http://newsok.com/article/3651297

 

Former Moore Christian Schools teacher arrested in rape case

http://newsok.com/article/3651418#ixzz1nDXu1yqo

 

Long-serving African Methodist Episcopal minister will be honored in Oklahoma City

http://newsok.com/long-serving-african-methodist-episcopal-minister-will-be-

honored-in-oklahoma-city/article/3651284#ixzz1nDYE7wff

 

Edmond planning chairman is unhappy over handling of Fairfax housing proposal

http://newsok.com/article/3651498#ixzz1nDYXEPeN
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Power plant officials deny bribing former Oklahoma state senator

http://newsok.com/article/3651391#ixzz1nDYsuf9r

 

Oklahoma urged to form its own health insurance exchange

http://newsok.com/article/3651365#ixzz1nDZ6biMv

 

Hobby Lobby offers major deal: a free campus in Massachusetts

http://newsok.com/article/3651361#ixzz1nDZMM1Y7

 

Continental Resources reports fourth-quarter loss of $112 million

http://newsok.com/continental-resources-reports-fourth-quarter-loss-of-112-

million/article/3651323#ixzz1nDZh5YbA

 

Enid company adds Bakken acreage

http://newsok.com/article/3651324

 

Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy

http://newsok.com/obama-to-address-gas-prices-pitch-energy-

policy/article/feed/351487#ixzz1nDaaJCCK

 

Some states may use mortgage settlement to fill budget gaps

http://newsok.com/some-states-may-use-mortgage-settlement-to-fill-budget-

gaps/article/3651372#ixzz1nDat0DX6

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs

http://newsok.com/article/3651338

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma's legislature pays tribute to veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120223_16_A5_OKLAHO189630

 

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks way to allow funds for church schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO716326

 

Morgan trial: Officials of energy firm say payments were not bribery

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO285630

 

Oklahoma lawmaker seeks way to allow funds for church schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_OKLAHO716326
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John Hope Franklin portrait installed at Capitol dome
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subjectid=16&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN770071

 

Tulsa's processing and distribution center likely to close

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN955202

 

After bitter debate, Romney and Santorum eye Michigan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120223_688_0_hrimgs425415

 

Oklahoma's response to 'Obamacare' recommends partial step toward

health exchange

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_OKLAHO387921

 

Obama to address gas prices, pitch energy policy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_0_WASHIN190939

 

Bill on regulating Oklahoma pet breeders would restart process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_ULNSbr590990

 

Tulsa County district attorney, angry over meth bill's demise, lashes out at lawmakers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=683&articleid=20120223_16_A11_CUTLIN360608

 

Route 66 Village advocates seek fee waiver from Tulsa council

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN152098

 

Inhofe signs off on federal judicial nominee Dowdell

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN485736

 

Ann Coulter to appear at Broken Arrow fundraiser for Randall Terry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN632676

 

Obama calls for corporate tax rate cut

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A7_WSIGOr969767

 

U.S. drafts plan to fight Alzheimer's disease

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN770071
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN770071
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN955202
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_CUTLIN955202
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120223_688_0_hrimgs425415
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120223_688_0_hrimgs425415
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_OKLAHO387921
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_OKLAHO387921
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_0_WASHIN190939
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_0_WASHIN190939
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_ULNSbr590990
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A1_ULNSbr590990
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=683&articleid=20120223_16_A11_CUTLIN360608
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=683&articleid=20120223_16_A11_CUTLIN360608
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN152098
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN152098
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN485736
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN485736
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN632676
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN632676
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A7_WSIGOr969767
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A7_WSIGOr969767
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A4_WASHIN274040


subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A4_WASHIN274040

 

Oklahoma U.S. Rep. Dan Boren says weeklong Taiwan trip to foster U.S. relations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=335&articleid=20120223_16_A5_CUTLIN768351

 

Obama helps break ground on black history museum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120223_13_A6_CUTLIN67377

 

OSU to consider new travel rules

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_STILLW398556

 

Autopsy on pilot in OSU crash inconclusive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_16_A10_STILLW102791

 

Man tells girlfriend he 'felt calm' about killing aunt in Midwest City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120223_12_0_OLHMIY739255

 

Soldier from Noble died Tuesday in Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A1_Asoldi407724

 

Oklahoma District 1 candidate Bridenstine cancels Navy promotion ceremony to

avoid confusion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A11_CUTLIN383252

 

Bartlesville murder trial under way for ex-jailer in toddler's death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_12_A8_CUTLIN485985

 

Cherokee Nation grant will help pave Oologah-Talala walking trail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_12_A13_OLGHCn391431

 

TPS seeks to avoid state takeover of low-performing schools

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120223_19_A1_TlaPbi622302

 

Firefighters, officer presented Rotary Club of Tulsa awards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A8_CUTLIN589542

 

Tulsan given life term for Guard member's slaying
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120223_14_A8_CUTLIN262386

 

Minor changes to Tulsa's district would switch about 1,600 people

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A18_Cityco592741

 

10th Circuit appeals court rejects Tulsa World's mug shot request

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_14_A5_DENVER668231

 

Free relationship classes offered in Tulsa to fight divorce rate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120223_11_A13_Family600953

 

Drug-testing of aid applicants may not be in state's best interests

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120223_61_A16_Drugte126975

 

Bill confuses fact and faith

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120223_61_A16_Pshhel723206

 
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

 

Committee calls for Okla. insurance exchange

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/committee-calls-for-okla-insurance-exchange-

capitol/

 

OKC school officials fear possible takeover

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/okc-school-officials-fear-possible-takeover-

capitol/

 

Lawsuit prompts Okla. lawmaker to seek amendment

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/lawsuit-prompts-okla-lawmaker-to-seek-

amendment-capitol/
 
Cracking the pink ceiling

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/cracking-the-pink-ceiling-general-news/

 

Morgan trial: Bill failed in committee

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/morgan-trial-bill-failed-in-committee-law/
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Williams, Williams Partners report strong earnings for year

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/williams-williams-partners-report-strong-

earnings-for-year-energy/

 

Despite 4Q loss, Continental Resources boosts profits for year

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/despite-4q-loss-continental-resources-boosts-

profits-for-year-energy/

 

Sizing up the competition: Shawnee hotel operators prepare for new addition to

market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/sizing-up-the-competition-shawnee-hotel-

operators-prepare-for-new-addition-to-market-real-estate/

 

Sitting pretty in Tulsa: Downtown barber and beauty shops enjoy large customer base

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/sitting-pretty-in-tulsa-downtown-barber-and-

beauty-shops-enjoy-large-customer-base-general-news/

 

Oklahoma’s shining examples: Companies feted for making Fortune list

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/oklahoma%e2%80%99s-shining-examples-

companies-feted-for-making-fortune-list-general-news/

 

Battle of the casket companies: Lawsuit alleges licensing infringement for OU, OSU

memorial products

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/battle-of-the-casket-companies-lawsuit-alleges-

licensing-infringement-for-ou-osu-memorial-products-law/

 

Group’s water lawsuit could help tribes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/group%e2%80%99s-water-lawsuit-could-help-

tribes-capitol/

 

Judge: BP liable for civil penalties for oil spill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/judge-bp-liable-for-civil-penalties-for-oil-spill-

energy-2/

 

Oil prices rise on continued concern about Iran

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/oil-prices-rise-on-continued-concern-about-iran-

energy/

 

Legal Briefs: Feb. 23, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/legal-briefs-feb-23-2012-law/

 

HP CEO pleads patience as earnings fall 44 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/hp-ceo-pleads-patience-as-earnings-fall-44-pct-

finance/

 

Obama seeks corporate tax rate cut, loophole limit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/22/obama-seeks-corporate-tax-rate-cut-loophole-

limit-finance/
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Oklahoma soldier dies in Afghanistan

http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

New Democratic lawmakers sworn into office

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923005/New-Democratic-lawmakers-

sworn-into-office

 

Committee calls for insurance exchange

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513922987/Committee-calls-for-insurance-

exchange

 

National meth lab busts up again in ’11

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1513923021/National-meth-lab-busts-up-

again-in-11

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
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USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 23, 2011
Date: Wednesday, February 23, 2011 9:23:55 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

 

Oklahoma Senate approves bill to shake up Board of Education

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-approves-bill-to-shake-up-board-of-

education/article/3542850#ixzz1EnDkpFzi

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin's workers' comp plan clears state Senate panel

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-workers-comp-plan-clears-state-

senate-panel/article/3542985#ixzz1EnBQqNSl

 

Oklahoma's income tax rate to decrease to 5.25 percent in 2012

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-income-tax-rate-to-decrease-to-5.25-percent-in-

2012/article/3543106#ixzz1En8Y51wk

 

Oklahoma House panel passes armed robbery self-defense bill

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-panel-passes-armed-robbery-self-defense-

bill/article/3542823#ixzz1En6dfzec

 

Proposal would change teacher due process system in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/proposal-would-change-teacher-due-process-system-in-

oklahoma/article/3543085#ixzz1En9hbmKx

 

Oklahoma Senate bill addresses veterans' retirement benefits in divorces

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-bill-addresses-veterans-retirement-benefits-in-

divorces/article/3543098#ixzz1En9Tr6hz

 

Oklahoma state workers rally at Capitol objecting to planned pension changes

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-workers-rally-at-capitol-objecting-to-planned-

pension-changes/article/3542821#ixzz1En74ziV5

 

Tickets available for annual political spoof presented by Oklahoma City Gridiron Club

http://newsok.com/tickets-available-for-annual-political-spoof-presented-by-

oklahoma-city-gridiron-club/article/3542813#ixzz1En7I5W7f

 

Measure suspending public arts program passes Oklahoma House panel

http://newsok.com/measure-suspending-public-arts-program-passes-oklahoma-

house-panel/article/3542812#ixzz1En7aK1uF

 

Oklahoma House committee passes measure to outlaw embryonic stem cell research

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-committee-passes-measure-to-outlaw-

embryonic-stem-cell-research/article/3543268#ixzz1En7vkNBB
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Oklahoma students, public officials tout importance of higher education

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-students-public-officials-tout-importance-of-higher-

education/article/3543120#ixzz1En86sPYL

 

Oklahoma Legislature bill updates

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislature-bill-updates/article/3543102

 

Oklahoma City Council elections

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-elections/article/3543099

 

Ward 2 in Oklahoma City has six council candidates

http://newsok.com/ward-2-in-oklahoma-city-has-six-council-

candidates/article/3543101#ixzz1En96qhB2

 

Oklahoma City Ward 2 candidates answer questions

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-ward-2-candidates-answer-

questions/article/3543100

 

Oklahoma House panel votes down science bill

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-panel-votes-down-science-bill/article/3543083

 

Campaign to change presidential election system targets Oklahoma, other states

http://newsok.com/campaign-to-change-presidential-election-system-targets-

oklahoma-other-states/article/3543076#ixzz1EnA6zpPS

 

House panel passes anti-bullying measure

http://newsok.com/house-panel-passes-anti-bullying-measure/article/3543067

 

Oklahoma's top income tax rate cut for 2012

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-top-income-tax-rate-cut-for-

2012/article/3543025#ixzz1EnAW4xy8

Democrats leave Indiana House, stalling GOP labor bills

http://newsok.com/democrats-leave-indiana-house-stalling-gop-labor-

bills/article/3543019#ixzz1EnAjm5Wz

 

Oklahoma House committee passes anti-bullying bill

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-committee-passes-anti-bullying-

bill/article/3543016

 

Norman City Council candidates address questions at public forum

http://newsok.com/norman-city-council-candidates-address-questions-at-public-

forum/article/3542998#ixzz1EnBEL4IE

 

Girl, 7, who drowned in Lawton had struggled to overcome autism

http://newsok.com/girl-7-who-drowned-in-lawton-had-struggled-to-overcome-

autism/article/3543108#ixzz1EnBuFes6
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Anti-smoking measure may progress in Oklahoma House

http://newsok.com/anti-smoking-measure-may-progress-in-oklahoma-

house/article/3543103

 

Children's art to benefit Oklahoma Children's Cancer Association

http://newsok.com/childrens-art-to-benefit-oklahoma-childrens-cancer-

association/article/3543094#ixzz1EnCKxFxD

 

Oklahoma Education Board prepares to meet amid controversy

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-board-prepares-to-meet-amid-

controversy/article/3543086#ixzz1EnCuu6iS

 

Kindergarten enrollment under way in Norman School District

http://newsok.com/kindergarten-enrollment-under-way-in-norman-school-

district/article/3542992#ixzz1EnD8sBiW

 

Putnam City soccer classic to raise money for cancer research

http://newsok.com/putnam-city-soccer-classic-to-raise-money-for-cancer-

research/article/3542991#ixzz1EnDI8s1s

 

Oklahoma City School Board member criticizes superintendent for not congratulating

him

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-school-board-member-criticizes-superintendent-

for-not-congratulating-him/article/3542847#ixzz1EnDVwxz9

 

New Oklahoma City School Board member has ax to grind

http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-city-school-board-member-has-ax-to-

grind/article/3543023#ixzz1EnE84Bww

 

Some Oklahoma U.S. House districts will get even bigger

http://newsok.com/some-oklahoma-u.s.-house-districts-will-get-even-

bigger/article/3543022#ixzz1EnEJy100

 

Tort reform effort brings return of same arguments

http://newsok.com/tort-reform-effort-brings-return-of-same-

arguments/article/3543021#ixzz1EnEVhqr3

 

Elder neglect cases largely self-inflicted

http://newsok.com/elder-neglect-cases-largely-self-inflicted/article/3542785

 

Parents owe kids a conversation about prescription drug dangers

http://newsok.com/parents-owe-kids-a-conversation-about-prescription-drug-

dangers/article/3542786#ixzz1EnErt3NF

 

Some challengers to Oklahoma City Council keep low profile

http://newsok.com/some-challengers-to-oklahoma-city-council-keep-low-

profile/article/3542784#ixzz1EnF39dma
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Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Economic growth triggers cut in tax rate, Equalization Board says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110223_16_A1_OKLAHO921551

Panel OKs workers comp measure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110223_16_A5_CUTLIN816977

Scientific-teaching bill defeated by committee

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110223_16_A8_CUTLIN349478

Senate panel OKs measure that could remove governor from parole process

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110223_16_A5_OKLAHO908526

Oklahoma's public pension systems at 'crisis level'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110223_16_A8_OKLAHO839864

Barresi, Board of Education prepare to meet again

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110223_19_A9_CUTLIN325329

Judge tosses suit against Obama health plan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110223_13_A7_WSIGOA791137

Tulsa City Council told it can't initiate budget amendments

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110223_11_A1_CUTLIN619455

Councilors question city's no-pay-on-snow-day policy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110223_11_A9_ULNSbb363929

Councilors question validity of trash board

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110223_11_A9_CUTLIN553815

Councilors question delay in ethics case review

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110223_11_A13_Someci607339
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Parents lose high court appeal in vaccine case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110223_13_A7_WASHIN822388

Sallisaw officer fired after he admits shooting himself in the chest, blaming another

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110223_11_A1_CUTLIN243224

Bill to allow sale of euthanized animals by shelters is shelved

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110223_11_A8_Thespo366521

OSU rally backs Libyan uprising

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110223_12_A3_CUTLIN921079

Oologah-Talala principal receives top honor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110223_12_A12_CUTLIN8553

Enid LGBT center exec is arrested

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110223_12_A11_CUTLIN997521

Results of citizen survey to be released

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110223_11_0_MyrDwy4263

Tulsa police captain temporarily reassigned

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110223_11_A1_ULNSus938258

Longer school days in TPS approved

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110223_19_A9_CUTLIN758358

Teen due trial as adult in home burglary case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110223_14_A11_CUTLIN558987

Blizzard response shows need for city street maintenance crews

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110223_61_A14_Someti519643

Middle East, North Africa protests so far haven't targeted the U.S.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110223_61_A14_During310815
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Following the money: Farmers basing decisions on agriculture commodity prices

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/22/following-the-money-farmers-basing-decisions-

on-agriculture-commodity-prices-finance/

Chesapeake posts 4Q profit

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/22/chesapeake-posts-4q-profit-energy/

 

State revenue estimates increase

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/22/state-revenue-estimates-increase-capitol/

 

Gridiron Show to poke fun at politicians

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/22/gridiron-show-to-poke-fun-at-politicians-capitol/

 

Group names endangered historic places

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/22/group-names-endangered-historic-places-real-

estate/

 

Unit 4Q profits rise 53 percent

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/22/unit-4q-profits-rise-53-percent-energy/

 

Two independent refiners to merge

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/22/two-independent-refiners-to-merge-energy/

 

Specialty hospital CEO takes up arms against Obamacare restrictions

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/22/specialty-hospital-ceo-takes-up-arms-against-

obamacare-restrictions-health-care/

Community health centers face loss of federal money

http://journalrecord.com/2011/02/22/community-health-centers-face-loss-of-federal-

money-health-care/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Proposals seek Senate confirmation

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1124266777/Proposals-seek-Senate-

confirmation

 

Oklahoma’s income tax rate slashed for 2012

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1124266747/Oklahoma-s-income-tax-rate-

slashed-for-2012

 

Treasurer: Oklahoma pensions are at ‘crisis level’

http://www.journalrecord.com/
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1124266765/Treasurer-Oklahoma-pensions-

are-at-crisis-level

 
Long cleanup expected in Grand Lake area

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1124266535/Long-cleanup-expected-in-

Grand-Lake-area
 
 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
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http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
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http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 18-20, 2012
Date: Monday, February 20, 2012 10:15:15 AM

The Journal Record website is currently inaccessible.  A revised message will be sent

when the problem is resolved.

 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Fallin tax plan wipes out deductions

http://newsok.com/article/3650085
 

Oklahoma DHS receives surge in foster parent inquiries

http://newsok.com/article/3650311#ixzz1mw4cGMzX

 

Personhood bill challenged for vagueness

http://newsok.com/article/3650343

 

Bottle-deposit bill tapped out for this session

http://newsok.com/article/3650098

 

ScissorTales: Helping to ease National Guard soldiers' transition

http://newsok.com/scissortales-helping-to-ease-national-guard-soldiers-

transition/article/3649853#ixzz1mw41rI3e

 

Oklahoma's regional universities working to meet governor's challenge

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-regional-universities-working-to-meet-governors-

challenge/article/3649854#ixzz1mw4BMlLJ

 

Oklahoma Farm Bureau head: In tax talk, don’t forget agriculture

http://newsok.com/article/3649922#ixzz1mw4GVJpb

 

Third landfill company owner testifies former Oklahoma state Senate President Pro

Tem Mike Morgan hired for political influence

http://newsok.com/third-landfill-company-owner-testifies-former-oklahoma-state-

senate-president-pro-tem-mike-morgan-hired-for-political-

influence/article/3650030#ixzz1mw4Kg8Va

 

As natural gas wild ways return, niche hedge funds fail to thrive

http://newsok.com/article/3650129#ixzz1mw4XQCO4

 

Interstate highways changed Oklahoma, U.S.

http://newsok.com/article/3650314

 

D.C. notes: Report ties Inhofe’s wife to road project

http://newsok.com/article/3650301#ixzz1mw54HlpE
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Oklahoma water rights lawsuit may be costly in more ways than one

http://newsok.com/article/3650048#ixzz1mw583db9

 

Tax-cut train on fast track in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/article/3650047#ixzz1mw5C8OXz

 

Insurance agent executive: Oklahoma needs free-market based health insurance

exchange

http://newsok.com/article/3650042#ixzz1mw5Fqkq7

 

Mandating renewable energy policy is wrong approach for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/mandating-renewable-energy-policy-is-wrong-approach-for-

oklahoma/article/3649860#ixzz1mw5fSwno

 

Proposed budget cuts for Oklahoma could gut state's film industry

http://newsok.com/proposed-budget-cuts-for-oklahoma-could-gut-states-film-

industry/article/3649998#ixzz1mw6L03fH

 

Oklahoma is running low on supply of drug used in lethal injections

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-is-running-low-on-supply-of-drug-used-in-lethal-

injections/article/3650546#ixzz1mw6evQHl
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State Senate passes 'Personhood Bill'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN630542

 

Political Notebook: Costello: GOP should reject donations from OEA, OPEA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_hCoste185468

 

State running low on execution drug

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_16_A11_CUTLIN346052

 

Q&A: Sen. Kim David

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_bParty287457

 

New-home permits in Tulsa show four-year decline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120220_16_A1_ULNSap860653
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Tulsa looks to capitalize on film, music industries

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120220_11_A1_MayorD79373

 

GOP contenders face 13-state test after brief lull

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_688_0_hrimgs280725

 

Doctors groups may shift debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A14_CUTLIN463667

 

Democrats optimistic going into election after landslide wins

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_16_A24_OKLAHO438652

 

Tulsa Chamber launches state PAC

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_TulsaM152556

 

Rick Santorum questions Obama's Christian values

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_CUTLIN52837

 

Romney cites Olympics success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_SALTLA955321

 

Capitol bomb plot arrest capped yearlong probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A9_WASHIN350047

 

Capitol notebook: Fitness center funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN552526

 

House update

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Alooka447387

 

Captiol Report: Quotable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Itsana371287

 

Senate update

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_336_A14_hrimgs776390
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Dropout rate expected to rise

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_19_A1_Oklaho265858

 

Three Midwest City shootings test Oklahoma's 'Make My Day' law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120220_12_0_MIDWES908764

 

Poll shows state Republicans favor Santorum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_16_A1_Former398647

 

Jenks student Danial Gebreili's documentary wins award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120219_19_A2_CUTLIN691255

 

Authorities arrest man in maiming of girlfriend, infants

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_450_0_Author186755

 

Oklahoma's use of shelters for displaced children disputed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A1_CUTLIN273001

 

St. Francis' new ambulance serves neonatal patients

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120220_17_A11_CUTLIN817801

 

Newt Gingrich to stop in Tulsa, Oklahoma City today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_0_hrimgs131764

 

Returning troops get job help through a Guard program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A11_Sriemm564283

 

Third grader wins best in state with 6-pound cabbage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_39_A2_CUTLIN263796

 

Suspect tells an 'uncommon' story in Norman rapes, expert says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A10_ULNSoe394313

 

Finding foster families

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120219_11_A1_ULNSar13198
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Placement brings joy to girl, parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A1_CUTLIN601744

 

Casino contacts began early

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_78_A4_BOEROe219859

 

Oklahoma foreclosure settlement applications available

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A1_Hmonrh554893

 

Crime Stoppers extends program to Tulsa Jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120219_11_A19_CUTLIN789358

 

New nonprofit plans to speak up for poor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A22_CUTLIN430606

 

Oklahoma City's Crosstown to become 'grand boulevard'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A22_CUTLIN448137

 

Doctor charged in sexual battery released from jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120219_17_A25_CUTLIN902679

 

Editorial: Statue behind schedule, over estimate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120220_61_A9_CUTLIN473283

 

Payroll tax extended in reluctant bipartisan effort

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120220_61_A9_Alittl526756

 

Ban needed on cell phone use by younger drivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120218_61_A18_CUTLIN47451

 

Oklahoma plows ahead with 'personhood' bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120218_61_A18_Tooess355145
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Tech reaches rural patients

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1083697483/Tech-reaches-rural-patients

 

state briefs

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426491/state-briefs

 

Marcellus Shale gas drillers recycling more waste

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426224/Marcellus-Shale-gas-drillers-

recycling-more-waste

 

Witness: Ex-senator paid to “watch” bills

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426211/Witness-Ex-senator-paid-to-

watch-bills

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
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http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 18-20, 2012
Date: Monday, February 20, 2012 10:15:15 AM

The Journal Record website is currently inaccessible.  A revised message will be sent

when the problem is resolved.

 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Fallin tax plan wipes out deductions

http://newsok.com/article/3650085
 

Oklahoma DHS receives surge in foster parent inquiries

http://newsok.com/article/3650311#ixzz1mw4cGMzX

 

Personhood bill challenged for vagueness

http://newsok.com/article/3650343

 

Bottle-deposit bill tapped out for this session

http://newsok.com/article/3650098

 

ScissorTales: Helping to ease National Guard soldiers' transition

http://newsok.com/scissortales-helping-to-ease-national-guard-soldiers-

transition/article/3649853#ixzz1mw41rI3e

 

Oklahoma's regional universities working to meet governor's challenge

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-regional-universities-working-to-meet-governors-

challenge/article/3649854#ixzz1mw4BMlLJ

 

Oklahoma Farm Bureau head: In tax talk, don’t forget agriculture

http://newsok.com/article/3649922#ixzz1mw4GVJpb

 

Third landfill company owner testifies former Oklahoma state Senate President Pro

Tem Mike Morgan hired for political influence

http://newsok.com/third-landfill-company-owner-testifies-former-oklahoma-state-

senate-president-pro-tem-mike-morgan-hired-for-political-

influence/article/3650030#ixzz1mw4Kg8Va

 

As natural gas wild ways return, niche hedge funds fail to thrive

http://newsok.com/article/3650129#ixzz1mw4XQCO4

 

Interstate highways changed Oklahoma, U.S.

http://newsok.com/article/3650314

 

D.C. notes: Report ties Inhofe’s wife to road project

http://newsok.com/article/3650301#ixzz1mw54HlpE
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Oklahoma water rights lawsuit may be costly in more ways than one

http://newsok.com/article/3650048#ixzz1mw583db9

 

Tax-cut train on fast track in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/article/3650047#ixzz1mw5C8OXz

 

Insurance agent executive: Oklahoma needs free-market based health insurance

exchange

http://newsok.com/article/3650042#ixzz1mw5Fqkq7

 

Mandating renewable energy policy is wrong approach for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/mandating-renewable-energy-policy-is-wrong-approach-for-

oklahoma/article/3649860#ixzz1mw5fSwno

 

Proposed budget cuts for Oklahoma could gut state's film industry

http://newsok.com/proposed-budget-cuts-for-oklahoma-could-gut-states-film-

industry/article/3649998#ixzz1mw6L03fH

 

Oklahoma is running low on supply of drug used in lethal injections

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-is-running-low-on-supply-of-drug-used-in-lethal-

injections/article/3650546#ixzz1mw6evQHl
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State Senate passes 'Personhood Bill'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN630542

 

Political Notebook: Costello: GOP should reject donations from OEA, OPEA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_hCoste185468

 

State running low on execution drug

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_16_A11_CUTLIN346052

 

Q&A: Sen. Kim David

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_bParty287457

 

New-home permits in Tulsa show four-year decline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120220_16_A1_ULNSap860653
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Tulsa looks to capitalize on film, music industries

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120220_11_A1_MayorD79373

 

GOP contenders face 13-state test after brief lull

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_688_0_hrimgs280725

 

Doctors groups may shift debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A14_CUTLIN463667

 

Democrats optimistic going into election after landslide wins

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_16_A24_OKLAHO438652

 

Tulsa Chamber launches state PAC

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_TulsaM152556

 

Rick Santorum questions Obama's Christian values

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_CUTLIN52837

 

Romney cites Olympics success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_SALTLA955321

 

Capitol bomb plot arrest capped yearlong probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A9_WASHIN350047

 

Capitol notebook: Fitness center funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN552526

 

House update

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Alooka447387

 

Captiol Report: Quotable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Itsana371287

 

Senate update

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_336_A14_hrimgs776390
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Dropout rate expected to rise

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_19_A1_Oklaho265858

 

Three Midwest City shootings test Oklahoma's 'Make My Day' law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120220_12_0_MIDWES908764

 

Poll shows state Republicans favor Santorum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_16_A1_Former398647

 

Jenks student Danial Gebreili's documentary wins award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120219_19_A2_CUTLIN691255

 

Authorities arrest man in maiming of girlfriend, infants

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_450_0_Author186755

 

Oklahoma's use of shelters for displaced children disputed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A1_CUTLIN273001

 

St. Francis' new ambulance serves neonatal patients

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120220_17_A11_CUTLIN817801

 

Newt Gingrich to stop in Tulsa, Oklahoma City today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_0_hrimgs131764

 

Returning troops get job help through a Guard program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A11_Sriemm564283

 

Third grader wins best in state with 6-pound cabbage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_39_A2_CUTLIN263796

 

Suspect tells an 'uncommon' story in Norman rapes, expert says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A10_ULNSoe394313

 

Finding foster families

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120219_11_A1_ULNSar13198
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Placement brings joy to girl, parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A1_CUTLIN601744

 

Casino contacts began early

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_78_A4_BOEROe219859

 

Oklahoma foreclosure settlement applications available

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A1_Hmonrh554893

 

Crime Stoppers extends program to Tulsa Jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120219_11_A19_CUTLIN789358

 

New nonprofit plans to speak up for poor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A22_CUTLIN430606

 

Oklahoma City's Crosstown to become 'grand boulevard'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A22_CUTLIN448137

 

Doctor charged in sexual battery released from jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120219_17_A25_CUTLIN902679

 

Editorial: Statue behind schedule, over estimate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120220_61_A9_CUTLIN473283

 

Payroll tax extended in reluctant bipartisan effort

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120220_61_A9_Alittl526756

 

Ban needed on cell phone use by younger drivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120218_61_A18_CUTLIN47451

 

Oklahoma plows ahead with 'personhood' bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120218_61_A18_Tooess355145
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Tech reaches rural patients

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1083697483/Tech-reaches-rural-patients

 

state briefs

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426491/state-briefs

 

Marcellus Shale gas drillers recycling more waste

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426224/Marcellus-Shale-gas-drillers-

recycling-more-waste

 

Witness: Ex-senator paid to “watch” bills

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426211/Witness-Ex-senator-paid-to-

watch-bills

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY

http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1083697483/Tech-reaches-rural-patients
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1083697483/Tech-reaches-rural-patients
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426491/state-briefs
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426491/state-briefs
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426224/Marcellus-Shale-gas-drillers-recycling-more-waste
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426224/Marcellus-Shale-gas-drillers-recycling-more-waste
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426224/Marcellus-Shale-gas-drillers-recycling-more-waste
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426211/Witness-Ex-senator-paid-to-watch-bills
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426211/Witness-Ex-senator-paid-to-watch-bills
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426211/Witness-Ex-senator-paid-to-watch-bills
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com


http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 18-20, 2012
Date: Monday, February 20, 2012 10:15:15 AM

The Journal Record website is currently inaccessible.  A revised message will be sent

when the problem is resolved.

 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Fallin tax plan wipes out deductions

http://newsok.com/article/3650085
 

Oklahoma DHS receives surge in foster parent inquiries

http://newsok.com/article/3650311#ixzz1mw4cGMzX

 

Personhood bill challenged for vagueness

http://newsok.com/article/3650343

 

Bottle-deposit bill tapped out for this session

http://newsok.com/article/3650098

 

ScissorTales: Helping to ease National Guard soldiers' transition

http://newsok.com/scissortales-helping-to-ease-national-guard-soldiers-

transition/article/3649853#ixzz1mw41rI3e

 

Oklahoma's regional universities working to meet governor's challenge

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-regional-universities-working-to-meet-governors-

challenge/article/3649854#ixzz1mw4BMlLJ

 

Oklahoma Farm Bureau head: In tax talk, don’t forget agriculture

http://newsok.com/article/3649922#ixzz1mw4GVJpb

 

Third landfill company owner testifies former Oklahoma state Senate President Pro

Tem Mike Morgan hired for political influence

http://newsok.com/third-landfill-company-owner-testifies-former-oklahoma-state-

senate-president-pro-tem-mike-morgan-hired-for-political-

influence/article/3650030#ixzz1mw4Kg8Va

 

As natural gas wild ways return, niche hedge funds fail to thrive

http://newsok.com/article/3650129#ixzz1mw4XQCO4

 

Interstate highways changed Oklahoma, U.S.

http://newsok.com/article/3650314

 

D.C. notes: Report ties Inhofe’s wife to road project

http://newsok.com/article/3650301#ixzz1mw54HlpE
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Oklahoma water rights lawsuit may be costly in more ways than one

http://newsok.com/article/3650048#ixzz1mw583db9

 

Tax-cut train on fast track in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/article/3650047#ixzz1mw5C8OXz

 

Insurance agent executive: Oklahoma needs free-market based health insurance

exchange

http://newsok.com/article/3650042#ixzz1mw5Fqkq7

 

Mandating renewable energy policy is wrong approach for Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/mandating-renewable-energy-policy-is-wrong-approach-for-

oklahoma/article/3649860#ixzz1mw5fSwno

 

Proposed budget cuts for Oklahoma could gut state's film industry

http://newsok.com/proposed-budget-cuts-for-oklahoma-could-gut-states-film-

industry/article/3649998#ixzz1mw6L03fH

 

Oklahoma is running low on supply of drug used in lethal injections

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-is-running-low-on-supply-of-drug-used-in-lethal-

injections/article/3650546#ixzz1mw6evQHl
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State Senate passes 'Personhood Bill'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN630542

 

Political Notebook: Costello: GOP should reject donations from OEA, OPEA

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_hCoste185468

 

State running low on execution drug

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_16_A11_CUTLIN346052

 

Q&A: Sen. Kim David

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_bParty287457

 

New-home permits in Tulsa show four-year decline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120220_16_A1_ULNSap860653
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Tulsa looks to capitalize on film, music industries

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120220_11_A1_MayorD79373

 

GOP contenders face 13-state test after brief lull

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_688_0_hrimgs280725

 

Doctors groups may shift debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A14_CUTLIN463667

 

Democrats optimistic going into election after landslide wins

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_16_A24_OKLAHO438652

 

Tulsa Chamber launches state PAC

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_TulsaM152556

 

Rick Santorum questions Obama's Christian values

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_CUTLIN52837

 

Romney cites Olympics success

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_SALTLA955321

 

Capitol bomb plot arrest capped yearlong probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A9_WASHIN350047

 

Capitol notebook: Fitness center funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN552526

 

House update

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Alooka447387

 

Captiol Report: Quotable

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Itsana371287

 

Senate update

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_336_A14_hrimgs776390
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Dropout rate expected to rise

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_19_A1_Oklaho265858

 

Three Midwest City shootings test Oklahoma's 'Make My Day' law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120220_12_0_MIDWES908764

 

Poll shows state Republicans favor Santorum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_16_A1_Former398647

 

Jenks student Danial Gebreili's documentary wins award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120219_19_A2_CUTLIN691255

 

Authorities arrest man in maiming of girlfriend, infants

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_450_0_Author186755

 

Oklahoma's use of shelters for displaced children disputed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A1_CUTLIN273001

 

St. Francis' new ambulance serves neonatal patients

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120220_17_A11_CUTLIN817801

 

Newt Gingrich to stop in Tulsa, Oklahoma City today

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_0_hrimgs131764

 

Returning troops get job help through a Guard program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A11_Sriemm564283

 

Third grader wins best in state with 6-pound cabbage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_39_A2_CUTLIN263796

 

Suspect tells an 'uncommon' story in Norman rapes, expert says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A10_ULNSoe394313

 

Finding foster families

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120219_11_A1_ULNSar13198
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Placement brings joy to girl, parents

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A1_CUTLIN601744

 

Casino contacts began early

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_78_A4_BOEROe219859

 

Oklahoma foreclosure settlement applications available

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A1_Hmonrh554893

 

Crime Stoppers extends program to Tulsa Jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120219_11_A19_CUTLIN789358

 

New nonprofit plans to speak up for poor

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A22_CUTLIN430606

 

Oklahoma City's Crosstown to become 'grand boulevard'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120219_11_A22_CUTLIN448137

 

Doctor charged in sexual battery released from jail

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120219_17_A25_CUTLIN902679

 

Editorial: Statue behind schedule, over estimate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120220_61_A9_CUTLIN473283

 

Payroll tax extended in reluctant bipartisan effort

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120220_61_A9_Alittl526756

 

Ban needed on cell phone use by younger drivers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120218_61_A18_CUTLIN47451

 

Oklahoma plows ahead with 'personhood' bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120218_61_A18_Tooess355145
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com
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Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Tech reaches rural patients

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1083697483/Tech-reaches-rural-patients

 

state briefs

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426491/state-briefs

 

Marcellus Shale gas drillers recycling more waste

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426224/Marcellus-Shale-gas-drillers-

recycling-more-waste

 

Witness: Ex-senator paid to “watch” bills

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x2145426211/Witness-Ex-senator-paid-to-

watch-bills

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY

http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 4-6, 2012
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:30:38 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma’s mental health chief to be Department of Human Services’ interim director

http://newsok.com/article/3646229#ixzz1lc8QYhUH

 

State to get funds for electrical projects

http://newsok.com/article/3646230

 

Oklahoma county district judge orders halt to Community Health Charities of

Oklahoma’s bonuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646146#ixzz1lc8xgNfi

 

Oklahoma lawmaker says he isn’t optimistic about efforts to lift a ban on concealed

weapons on college campuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646128#ixzz1lc90UW7T

 

OETA chief disputes funding claim

http://newsok.com/article/3646126

 

Oklahoma in line for about $382 million in transmission projects

http://newsok.com/article/3646164#ixzz1lc96epgp

 

Jobless report lifts Dow, Nasdaq

http://newsok.com/article/3646119

 

Former Tulsan is charged in oil and gas fraud; investors lost $6.8 million, prosecutors

allege

http://newsok.com/article/3646161#ixzz1lc9DZlEt

 

FBI created fake company during investigation of Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/fbi-created-fake-company-during-investigation-of-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3646274#ixzz1lcBvoyep

 

Real-time reporting law could cut down on prescription abuse, fraud, Oklahoma

officials say

http://newsok.com/article/3646306#ixzz1lcC1PE3y

 

Oklahoma woman told statute of limitations has passed in rape case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-woman-told-statute-of-limitations-has-passed-in-rape-

case/article/3646047#ixzz1lcC5bJhZ

 

Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoma
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http://newsok.com/article/3646317#ixzz1lcCAlNux

 

Former Oklahoma Gov. David Hall's book tells his side of the bribery story

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-gov.-david-halls-book-tells-his-side-of-the-

bribery-story/article/3646194#ixzz1lcCEpOR8

 

Sen. Tom Coburn defends relationship with Obama at Edmond town hall meeting

http://newsok.com/article/3646427#ixzz1lcCJd18Y

 

Salaries in University of Oklahoma health center program show largest increase

http://newsok.com/article/3646355#ixzz1lcCN5Ugw

 

Cutting Oklahoma’s personal income tax among topics facing returning legislators

http://newsok.com/article/3646362#ixzz1lcCPqbs5

 

Oklahoma governor prepares to reveal income tax cut details

http://newsok.com/article/3646345#ixzz1lcCSp5Gq

 

Oklahoma legislators form prayer caucus

http://newsok.com/article/3646350

 

Legislative term limits a bad idea, research professor says

http://newsok.com/article/3646383#ixzz1lcCZObWa

 

Taxes will be chief focus for Oklahoma lawmakers this session

http://newsok.com/taxes-will-be-chief-focus-for-oklahoma-lawmakers-this-

session/article/3645888#ixzz1lcCbtKMa

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin being proactive on two tough issues

http://newsok.com/article/3646057#ixzz1lcCeGVe2

 

To drill or not: Green energies provide solutions

http://newsok.com/article/3646048#ixzz1lcChQaMs

 

Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/article/3646317#ixzz1lcCjt3xV

 

Oklahoma Highway Patrol is recruiting more women to work as troopers.

http://newsok.com/article/3646313#ixzz1lcCs2Lzn

 

At a glance: Bills regarding teacher bonuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646539

 

Oklahoma City Council seeks control over disclosure rules on election spending

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-seeks-control-over-disclosure-rules-on-

election-spending/article/3646542#ixzz1lcF7rheu

 

Clara Luper production honors civil rights activist
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http://newsok.com/clara-luper-production-honors-civil-rights-activist/article/3646543?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Former ‘no-filers’ introduce batch of bills to Legislature

http://newsok.com/article/3646561#ixzz1lcFJShA6

 

Taxes on top of lawmakers’ agenda

http://newsok.com/article/3646562

 

Cutting all state funding to OETA would be a disservice

http://newsok.com/cutting-all-state-funding-to-oeta-would-be-a-

disservice/article/3645893#ixzz1lcFTOsSW

 

Retail growth in Edmond, Oklahoma, is not limited to Interstate 35

http://newsok.com/retail-growth-in-edmond-oklahoma-is-not-limited-to-interstate-

35/article/3646086#ixzz1lcFWfF9M

 

ScissorTales: ‘Hope and Change’ falls flat here

http://newsok.com/article/3646000

 

Steve Chapman: Inoculating against religious freedom

http://newsok.com/article/3646002

 

Victor Davis Hanson: The un-Obama

http://newsok.com/article/3646004

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma Legislature: Session opens, GOP plans to stay the course

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A1_CUTLIN607005

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Battle lines drawn on income tax cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Anydou945792

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Health insurance exchange awaits GOP

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_CUTLIN722538

 

Oklahoma Legislature: House speaker seeks corrections overhaul

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Speake753493
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Oklahoma Legislature: Agencies look to regain funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Statea764412

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Bond deals circulating around Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_ULNSou279898

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Ex-Sen. Coffee drives Fallin's agenda

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN878877

 

Q&A with Governor Mary Fallin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN922124

 

Capitol Report: Names to Know

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_hSenBr90795

 

State Legislature Fast Facts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_336_A11_hTerml151053

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Pair is again filing bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_16_A1_ULNSbC614745

 

Obama: Israel undecided on attack against Iran

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A17_WASHIN854634

 

GOP race now turns to Colorado, Minnesota and Maine

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A8_CUTLIN167471

 

Missteps render Missouri primary symbolic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A8_JEFFER756495

 

Tulsa's trash system is in the dark ages, bidder says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_11_A1_CUTLIN384175

 

Mayor, Council meet to discuss goals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_11_A28_MayorD471868
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Sunday Morning quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_hGovMa308945

 

Southern Nazarene University student stabbed while trying to help the homeless

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_OKLAHO255955

 

El Reno man arrested after seven-hour standoff

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_ELRENO715301

 

Blackwell woman told statute of limitations has passed in rape case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_BLACKW209941

 

Former Tulsa radio DJ, Oklahoma City TV anchor dies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_OKLAHO583107

 

Oklahoma City street to have two-way traffic flow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_11_0_OKLAHO437904

 

TV channel: Storm chaser killed in Saturday crash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_0_Asomca645836

 

Claremore to breed police dog to help department budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A21_CUTLIN273631

 

FBI funds may have gone to campaigns

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_11_A26_OKLAHO291542

 

FBI's undercover sting on Oklahoma Legislature used fake company

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_11_A21_OKLAHO670587

 

Oklahoma landowners practical about Keystone XL pipeline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A23_Oklaho46885

 

Oklahoma farm truck bill gets congressional committee's OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A26_OKLAHO254906
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Oklahoma Highway Patrol hopes to add more female troopers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A27_CUTLIN128569

 

Freezing overnights, rain chances forecast for Tulsa area

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_0_rmrhtw254319

 

Tulsa Jail inmates gather for city's biggest Super Bowl watch party

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_CUTLIN525504

 

TPD reports key evidence lost, vital in murder and rape trials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_Tulsap673375

 

Church members gather near Kialegee casino site in prayer walk

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_CUTLIN429394

 

Home break-in foiled by teen wielding decorative sword

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A13_CUTLIN960179

 

AARP's Tax-Aide helps Tulsa area residents with free tax service

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A2_CUTLIN909231

 

Homeowners struggle to get mortgage relief

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A1_CUTLIN685262

 

Mortgage-relief program gets new guidelines

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A12_Thegov339879

 

OSSAA Academic Bowl: Two Tulsa school teams win state titles

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A23_ELRENO79900

 

BOK Center general manager named worldwide executive of the year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_350_A24_CUTLIN82673

 

Tulsa man on sex offender list charged with rape

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A24_ATulsa843011
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Bias, bigotry and racism topics at next Press Club Luncheon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A24_Snaehi694754

 

Oklahoma prescriptions now tracked in real time

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_17_A29_OKLAHO264086

 

Political notebook: League of Women Voters to host House race forum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A27_hLeagu614918

 

When will justice come for wronged workers?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120206_61_A11_Ifever940433

 

Breast cancer screening debate has surprise ending

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120204_61_A18_CUTLIN179824

 

Jack Zarrow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120204_61_A18_JackZa58819

 

Child abuse, neglect a growing epidemic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120205_211_G1_ULNSes281784

 

Shortey sets sights on 'dismantling' Third Branch

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120205_214_G1_TheLeg738230

 
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Feb. 6, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/business-briefs-feb-6-2012-general-news/

 

Factory orders up 1.1 percent in December

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/factory-orders-up-1-1-percent-in-december-

general-news/

 

U.S. service industry growth surges in January

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/u-s-service-industry-growth-surges-in-january-

general-news/
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Hiring surges in January; jobless rate at 8.3 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/hiring-surges-in-january-jobless-rate-at-8-3-pct-

general-news/

 

Retailers deliver solid sales gains for January

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/retailers-deliver-solid-sales-gains-for-january-

general-new/

 

TU starts online master’s program in energy business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/tu-starts-online-master%e2%80%99s-program-

in-energy-business-energy/

 

State oil, gas rig count increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/state-oil-gas-rig-count-increases-energy-2/

 

Oil prices rise after surge in U.S. hiring

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/oil-prices-rise-after-surge-in-u-s-hiring-energy/

 

Gross production tax collections down 7.4 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/gross-production-tax-collections-down-7-4-pct-

capitol/

 

Lawmakers face taxing issues for 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmakers-face-taxing-issues-for-2012-capitol/

 

Lawmaker: Keep promise to teachers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmaker-keep-promise-to-teachers-capitol/

 

Fallin to release tax incentive plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-release-tax-incentive-plan-capitol/

 

Fallin to tribes: Dismiss your Sardis lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-tribes-dismiss-your-sardis-lawsuit-law/

 

Tulsa leaders vow to support American Airlines

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/tulsa-leaders-vow-to-support-american-airlines-

aerospace/

 

OKC Boeing program could be threatened

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/okc-boeing-program-could-be-threatened-

aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Storm chaser killed in highway accident

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1023474472/Storm-chaser-killed-in-highway-

accident

 

More cities consider parades for Iraq vets

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1391759043/More-cities-consider-parades-

for-Iraq-vets

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
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OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 4-6, 2012
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:30:38 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma’s mental health chief to be Department of Human Services’ interim director

http://newsok.com/article/3646229#ixzz1lc8QYhUH

 

State to get funds for electrical projects

http://newsok.com/article/3646230

 

Oklahoma county district judge orders halt to Community Health Charities of

Oklahoma’s bonuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646146#ixzz1lc8xgNfi

 

Oklahoma lawmaker says he isn’t optimistic about efforts to lift a ban on concealed

weapons on college campuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646128#ixzz1lc90UW7T

 

OETA chief disputes funding claim

http://newsok.com/article/3646126

 

Oklahoma in line for about $382 million in transmission projects

http://newsok.com/article/3646164#ixzz1lc96epgp

 

Jobless report lifts Dow, Nasdaq

http://newsok.com/article/3646119

 

Former Tulsan is charged in oil and gas fraud; investors lost $6.8 million, prosecutors

allege

http://newsok.com/article/3646161#ixzz1lc9DZlEt

 

FBI created fake company during investigation of Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/fbi-created-fake-company-during-investigation-of-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3646274#ixzz1lcBvoyep

 

Real-time reporting law could cut down on prescription abuse, fraud, Oklahoma

officials say

http://newsok.com/article/3646306#ixzz1lcC1PE3y

 

Oklahoma woman told statute of limitations has passed in rape case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-woman-told-statute-of-limitations-has-passed-in-rape-

case/article/3646047#ixzz1lcC5bJhZ

 

Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoma
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http://newsok.com/article/3646317#ixzz1lcCAlNux

 

Former Oklahoma Gov. David Hall's book tells his side of the bribery story

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-gov.-david-halls-book-tells-his-side-of-the-

bribery-story/article/3646194#ixzz1lcCEpOR8

 

Sen. Tom Coburn defends relationship with Obama at Edmond town hall meeting

http://newsok.com/article/3646427#ixzz1lcCJd18Y

 

Salaries in University of Oklahoma health center program show largest increase

http://newsok.com/article/3646355#ixzz1lcCN5Ugw

 

Cutting Oklahoma’s personal income tax among topics facing returning legislators

http://newsok.com/article/3646362#ixzz1lcCPqbs5

 

Oklahoma governor prepares to reveal income tax cut details

http://newsok.com/article/3646345#ixzz1lcCSp5Gq

 

Oklahoma legislators form prayer caucus

http://newsok.com/article/3646350

 

Legislative term limits a bad idea, research professor says

http://newsok.com/article/3646383#ixzz1lcCZObWa

 

Taxes will be chief focus for Oklahoma lawmakers this session

http://newsok.com/taxes-will-be-chief-focus-for-oklahoma-lawmakers-this-

session/article/3645888#ixzz1lcCbtKMa

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin being proactive on two tough issues

http://newsok.com/article/3646057#ixzz1lcCeGVe2

 

To drill or not: Green energies provide solutions

http://newsok.com/article/3646048#ixzz1lcChQaMs

 

Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoma
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Oklahoma Highway Patrol is recruiting more women to work as troopers.

http://newsok.com/article/3646313#ixzz1lcCs2Lzn

 

At a glance: Bills regarding teacher bonuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646539

 

Oklahoma City Council seeks control over disclosure rules on election spending

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-seeks-control-over-disclosure-rules-on-
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Clara Luper production honors civil rights activist
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http://newsok.com/clara-luper-production-honors-civil-rights-activist/article/3646543?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Former ‘no-filers’ introduce batch of bills to Legislature

http://newsok.com/article/3646561#ixzz1lcFJShA6

 

Taxes on top of lawmakers’ agenda

http://newsok.com/article/3646562

 

Cutting all state funding to OETA would be a disservice

http://newsok.com/cutting-all-state-funding-to-oeta-would-be-a-

disservice/article/3645893#ixzz1lcFTOsSW

 

Retail growth in Edmond, Oklahoma, is not limited to Interstate 35

http://newsok.com/retail-growth-in-edmond-oklahoma-is-not-limited-to-interstate-

35/article/3646086#ixzz1lcFWfF9M

 

ScissorTales: ‘Hope and Change’ falls flat here

http://newsok.com/article/3646000

 

Steve Chapman: Inoculating against religious freedom

http://newsok.com/article/3646002

 

Victor Davis Hanson: The un-Obama

http://newsok.com/article/3646004
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Oklahoma Legislature: Session opens, GOP plans to stay the course

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A1_CUTLIN607005

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Battle lines drawn on income tax cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Anydou945792

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Health insurance exchange awaits GOP

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_CUTLIN722538

 

Oklahoma Legislature: House speaker seeks corrections overhaul

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Speake753493
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Oklahoma Legislature: Agencies look to regain funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Statea764412

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Bond deals circulating around Capitol
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Oklahoma Legislature: Ex-Sen. Coffee drives Fallin's agenda

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN878877

 

Q&A with Governor Mary Fallin
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Capitol Report: Names to Know
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State Legislature Fast Facts
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Oklahoma Legislature: Pair is again filing bills
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Obama: Israel undecided on attack against Iran
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GOP race now turns to Colorado, Minnesota and Maine
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Missteps render Missouri primary symbolic
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Tulsa's trash system is in the dark ages, bidder says
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Mayor, Council meet to discuss goals
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Sunday Morning quarterback
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Southern Nazarene University student stabbed while trying to help the homeless
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El Reno man arrested after seven-hour standoff
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Blackwell woman told statute of limitations has passed in rape case
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Former Tulsa radio DJ, Oklahoma City TV anchor dies
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Oklahoma City street to have two-way traffic flow
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TV channel: Storm chaser killed in Saturday crash
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Claremore to breed police dog to help department budget
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FBI funds may have gone to campaigns
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FBI's undercover sting on Oklahoma Legislature used fake company
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Oklahoma landowners practical about Keystone XL pipeline
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Oklahoma farm truck bill gets congressional committee's OK
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Oklahoma Highway Patrol hopes to add more female troopers
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Freezing overnights, rain chances forecast for Tulsa area
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Tulsa Jail inmates gather for city's biggest Super Bowl watch party
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TPD reports key evidence lost, vital in murder and rape trials
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Church members gather near Kialegee casino site in prayer walk
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Home break-in foiled by teen wielding decorative sword
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AARP's Tax-Aide helps Tulsa area residents with free tax service
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Homeowners struggle to get mortgage relief
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Mortgage-relief program gets new guidelines
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OSSAA Academic Bowl: Two Tulsa school teams win state titles
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BOK Center general manager named worldwide executive of the year
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Tulsa man on sex offender list charged with rape
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Bias, bigotry and racism topics at next Press Club Luncheon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A24_Snaehi694754

 

Oklahoma prescriptions now tracked in real time

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_17_A29_OKLAHO264086

 

Political notebook: League of Women Voters to host House race forum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A27_hLeagu614918

 

When will justice come for wronged workers?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120206_61_A11_Ifever940433

 

Breast cancer screening debate has surprise ending

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120204_61_A18_CUTLIN179824

 

Jack Zarrow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120204_61_A18_JackZa58819

 

Child abuse, neglect a growing epidemic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120205_211_G1_ULNSes281784

 

Shortey sets sights on 'dismantling' Third Branch

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120205_214_G1_TheLeg738230

 
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Feb. 6, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/business-briefs-feb-6-2012-general-news/

 

Factory orders up 1.1 percent in December

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/factory-orders-up-1-1-percent-in-december-

general-news/

 

U.S. service industry growth surges in January

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/u-s-service-industry-growth-surges-in-january-

general-news/
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Hiring surges in January; jobless rate at 8.3 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/hiring-surges-in-january-jobless-rate-at-8-3-pct-

general-news/

 

Retailers deliver solid sales gains for January

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/retailers-deliver-solid-sales-gains-for-january-

general-new/

 

TU starts online master’s program in energy business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/tu-starts-online-master%e2%80%99s-program-

in-energy-business-energy/

 

State oil, gas rig count increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/state-oil-gas-rig-count-increases-energy-2/

 

Oil prices rise after surge in U.S. hiring

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/oil-prices-rise-after-surge-in-u-s-hiring-energy/

 

Gross production tax collections down 7.4 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/gross-production-tax-collections-down-7-4-pct-

capitol/

 

Lawmakers face taxing issues for 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmakers-face-taxing-issues-for-2012-capitol/

 

Lawmaker: Keep promise to teachers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmaker-keep-promise-to-teachers-capitol/

 

Fallin to release tax incentive plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-release-tax-incentive-plan-capitol/

 

Fallin to tribes: Dismiss your Sardis lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-tribes-dismiss-your-sardis-lawsuit-law/

 

Tulsa leaders vow to support American Airlines

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/tulsa-leaders-vow-to-support-american-airlines-

aerospace/

 

OKC Boeing program could be threatened

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/okc-boeing-program-could-be-threatened-

aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Storm chaser killed in highway accident

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1023474472/Storm-chaser-killed-in-highway-

accident

 

More cities consider parades for Iraq vets

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1391759043/More-cities-consider-parades-

for-Iraq-vets

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
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OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Feb. 4-6, 2012
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 10:30:38 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma’s mental health chief to be Department of Human Services’ interim director

http://newsok.com/article/3646229#ixzz1lc8QYhUH

 

State to get funds for electrical projects

http://newsok.com/article/3646230

 

Oklahoma county district judge orders halt to Community Health Charities of

Oklahoma’s bonuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646146#ixzz1lc8xgNfi

 

Oklahoma lawmaker says he isn’t optimistic about efforts to lift a ban on concealed

weapons on college campuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646128#ixzz1lc90UW7T

 

OETA chief disputes funding claim

http://newsok.com/article/3646126

 

Oklahoma in line for about $382 million in transmission projects

http://newsok.com/article/3646164#ixzz1lc96epgp

 

Jobless report lifts Dow, Nasdaq

http://newsok.com/article/3646119

 

Former Tulsan is charged in oil and gas fraud; investors lost $6.8 million, prosecutors

allege

http://newsok.com/article/3646161#ixzz1lc9DZlEt

 

FBI created fake company during investigation of Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/fbi-created-fake-company-during-investigation-of-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3646274#ixzz1lcBvoyep

 

Real-time reporting law could cut down on prescription abuse, fraud, Oklahoma

officials say

http://newsok.com/article/3646306#ixzz1lcC1PE3y

 

Oklahoma woman told statute of limitations has passed in rape case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-woman-told-statute-of-limitations-has-passed-in-rape-

case/article/3646047#ixzz1lcC5bJhZ

 

Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoma
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http://newsok.com/article/3646317#ixzz1lcCAlNux

 

Former Oklahoma Gov. David Hall's book tells his side of the bribery story

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-gov.-david-halls-book-tells-his-side-of-the-

bribery-story/article/3646194#ixzz1lcCEpOR8

 

Sen. Tom Coburn defends relationship with Obama at Edmond town hall meeting

http://newsok.com/article/3646427#ixzz1lcCJd18Y

 

Salaries in University of Oklahoma health center program show largest increase

http://newsok.com/article/3646355#ixzz1lcCN5Ugw

 

Cutting Oklahoma’s personal income tax among topics facing returning legislators

http://newsok.com/article/3646362#ixzz1lcCPqbs5

 

Oklahoma governor prepares to reveal income tax cut details

http://newsok.com/article/3646345#ixzz1lcCSp5Gq

 

Oklahoma legislators form prayer caucus

http://newsok.com/article/3646350

 

Legislative term limits a bad idea, research professor says

http://newsok.com/article/3646383#ixzz1lcCZObWa

 

Taxes will be chief focus for Oklahoma lawmakers this session

http://newsok.com/taxes-will-be-chief-focus-for-oklahoma-lawmakers-this-

session/article/3645888#ixzz1lcCbtKMa

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin being proactive on two tough issues

http://newsok.com/article/3646057#ixzz1lcCeGVe2

 

To drill or not: Green energies provide solutions

http://newsok.com/article/3646048#ixzz1lcChQaMs

 

Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/article/3646317#ixzz1lcCjt3xV

 

Oklahoma Highway Patrol is recruiting more women to work as troopers.

http://newsok.com/article/3646313#ixzz1lcCs2Lzn

 

At a glance: Bills regarding teacher bonuses

http://newsok.com/article/3646539

 

Oklahoma City Council seeks control over disclosure rules on election spending

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-seeks-control-over-disclosure-rules-on-

election-spending/article/3646542#ixzz1lcF7rheu

 

Clara Luper production honors civil rights activist
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http://newsok.com/clara-luper-production-honors-civil-rights-activist/article/3646543?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Former ‘no-filers’ introduce batch of bills to Legislature

http://newsok.com/article/3646561#ixzz1lcFJShA6

 

Taxes on top of lawmakers’ agenda

http://newsok.com/article/3646562

 

Cutting all state funding to OETA would be a disservice

http://newsok.com/cutting-all-state-funding-to-oeta-would-be-a-

disservice/article/3645893#ixzz1lcFTOsSW

 

Retail growth in Edmond, Oklahoma, is not limited to Interstate 35

http://newsok.com/retail-growth-in-edmond-oklahoma-is-not-limited-to-interstate-

35/article/3646086#ixzz1lcFWfF9M

 

ScissorTales: ‘Hope and Change’ falls flat here

http://newsok.com/article/3646000

 

Steve Chapman: Inoculating against religious freedom

http://newsok.com/article/3646002

 

Victor Davis Hanson: The un-Obama

http://newsok.com/article/3646004

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma Legislature: Session opens, GOP plans to stay the course

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A1_CUTLIN607005

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Battle lines drawn on income tax cuts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Anydou945792

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Health insurance exchange awaits GOP

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_CUTLIN722538

 

Oklahoma Legislature: House speaker seeks corrections overhaul

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Speake753493
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Oklahoma Legislature: Agencies look to regain funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Statea764412

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Bond deals circulating around Capitol

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_ULNSou279898

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Ex-Sen. Coffee drives Fallin's agenda

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN878877

 

Q&A with Governor Mary Fallin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN922124

 

Capitol Report: Names to Know

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_hSenBr90795

 

State Legislature Fast Facts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_336_A11_hTerml151053

 

Oklahoma Legislature: Pair is again filing bills

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_16_A1_ULNSbC614745

 

Obama: Israel undecided on attack against Iran

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A17_WASHIN854634

 

GOP race now turns to Colorado, Minnesota and Maine

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A8_CUTLIN167471

 

Missteps render Missouri primary symbolic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A8_JEFFER756495

 

Tulsa's trash system is in the dark ages, bidder says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_11_A1_CUTLIN384175

 

Mayor, Council meet to discuss goals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_11_A28_MayorD471868
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Sunday Morning quarterback

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_hGovMa308945

 

Southern Nazarene University student stabbed while trying to help the homeless

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_OKLAHO255955

 

El Reno man arrested after seven-hour standoff

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_ELRENO715301

 

Blackwell woman told statute of limitations has passed in rape case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_BLACKW209941

 

Former Tulsa radio DJ, Oklahoma City TV anchor dies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_12_0_OKLAHO583107

 

Oklahoma City street to have two-way traffic flow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120206_11_0_OKLAHO437904

 

TV channel: Storm chaser killed in Saturday crash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_0_Asomca645836

 

Claremore to breed police dog to help department budget

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A21_CUTLIN273631

 

FBI funds may have gone to campaigns

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_11_A26_OKLAHO291542

 

FBI's undercover sting on Oklahoma Legislature used fake company

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_11_A21_OKLAHO670587

 

Oklahoma landowners practical about Keystone XL pipeline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A23_Oklaho46885

 

Oklahoma farm truck bill gets congressional committee's OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A26_OKLAHO254906
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Oklahoma Highway Patrol hopes to add more female troopers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A27_CUTLIN128569

 

Freezing overnights, rain chances forecast for Tulsa area

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_0_rmrhtw254319

 

Tulsa Jail inmates gather for city's biggest Super Bowl watch party

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_CUTLIN525504

 

TPD reports key evidence lost, vital in murder and rape trials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_Tulsap673375

 

Church members gather near Kialegee casino site in prayer walk

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A1_CUTLIN429394

 

Home break-in foiled by teen wielding decorative sword

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A13_CUTLIN960179

 

AARP's Tax-Aide helps Tulsa area residents with free tax service

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120206_11_A2_CUTLIN909231

 

Homeowners struggle to get mortgage relief

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A1_CUTLIN685262

 

Mortgage-relief program gets new guidelines

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A12_Thegov339879

 

OSSAA Academic Bowl: Two Tulsa school teams win state titles

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A23_ELRENO79900

 

BOK Center general manager named worldwide executive of the year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_350_A24_CUTLIN82673

 

Tulsa man on sex offender list charged with rape

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A24_ATulsa843011
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Bias, bigotry and racism topics at next Press Club Luncheon

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A24_Snaehi694754

 

Oklahoma prescriptions now tracked in real time

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_17_A29_OKLAHO264086

 

Political notebook: League of Women Voters to host House race forum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A27_hLeagu614918

 

When will justice come for wronged workers?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120206_61_A11_Ifever940433

 

Breast cancer screening debate has surprise ending

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120204_61_A18_CUTLIN179824

 

Jack Zarrow

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120204_61_A18_JackZa58819

 

Child abuse, neglect a growing epidemic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120205_211_G1_ULNSes281784

 

Shortey sets sights on 'dismantling' Third Branch

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120205_214_G1_TheLeg738230

 
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Feb. 6, 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/business-briefs-feb-6-2012-general-news/

 

Factory orders up 1.1 percent in December

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/factory-orders-up-1-1-percent-in-december-

general-news/

 

U.S. service industry growth surges in January

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/u-s-service-industry-growth-surges-in-january-

general-news/
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Hiring surges in January; jobless rate at 8.3 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/hiring-surges-in-january-jobless-rate-at-8-3-pct-

general-news/

 

Retailers deliver solid sales gains for January

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/retailers-deliver-solid-sales-gains-for-january-

general-new/

 

TU starts online master’s program in energy business

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/tu-starts-online-master%e2%80%99s-program-

in-energy-business-energy/

 

State oil, gas rig count increases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/state-oil-gas-rig-count-increases-energy-2/

 

Oil prices rise after surge in U.S. hiring

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/oil-prices-rise-after-surge-in-u-s-hiring-energy/

 

Gross production tax collections down 7.4 pct.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/gross-production-tax-collections-down-7-4-pct-

capitol/

 

Lawmakers face taxing issues for 2012

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmakers-face-taxing-issues-for-2012-capitol/

 

Lawmaker: Keep promise to teachers

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmaker-keep-promise-to-teachers-capitol/

 

Fallin to release tax incentive plan

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-release-tax-incentive-plan-capitol/

 

Fallin to tribes: Dismiss your Sardis lawsuit

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-tribes-dismiss-your-sardis-lawsuit-law/

 

Tulsa leaders vow to support American Airlines

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/tulsa-leaders-vow-to-support-american-airlines-

aerospace/

 

OKC Boeing program could be threatened

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/okc-boeing-program-could-be-threatened-

aerospace/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Storm chaser killed in highway accident

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1023474472/Storm-chaser-killed-in-highway-

accident

 

More cities consider parades for Iraq vets

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1391759043/More-cities-consider-parades-

for-Iraq-vets

 
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
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OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma governor's office under fire for open records policy

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governors-office-under-fire-for-open-records-

policy/article/3735355

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says fiscal cliff complicates state budget

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-fiscal-cliff-complicates-state-

budget/article/3735191

 

Tax credits also at stake in fiscal cliff debate, White House says

http://newsok.com/tax-credits-also-at-stake-in-fiscal-cliff-debate-white-house-

says/article/3734953

 

Judge asked to shut down Oklahoma City attorney handling Ersland's appeal

http://newsok.com/judge-asked-to-shut-down-oklahoma-city-attorney-handling-

erslands-appeal/article/3735305?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

38 police recruits join the Oklahoma City force

http://newsok.com/38-police-recruits-join-the-oklahoma-city-force/article/3735308?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Pearl Harbor remains a fresh memory for Oklahoma City veterans

http://newsok.com/pearl-harbor-remains-a-fresh-memory-for-oklahoma-city-

veterans/article/3735263?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Canton farmer, rancher stays positive in drought

http://newsok.com/canton-farmer-rancher-stays-positive-in-drought/article/3735370?

custom_click=pod_headline_northwest-oklahoma-news

 

Pearl Harbor dead remembered on 71st anniversary

http://newsok.com/pearl-harbor-dead-remembered-on-71st-

anniversary/article/feed/472584?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Election hits $2B mark amid last-minute donations

http://newsok.com/election-hits-2b-mark-amid-last-minute-

donations/article/feed/472581

 

Contractor to modernize U.S. Army cannon in Elgin

http://newsok.com/contractor-to-modernize-u.s.-army-cannon-in-

elgin/article/3735164
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Early flu season could be upon us, CDC says

http://newsok.com/early-flu-season-could-be-upon-us-cdc-says/article/3735300

 

Oklahoma City company develops home-fueling unit for CNG vehicles

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-company-develops-home-fueling-unit-for-cng-

vehicles/article/3735382

 

Stocks open higher as jobs growth beats forecasts

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-higher-as-jobs-growth-beats-

forecasts/article/feed/472669

 

Higher rates or fewer tax breaks _ what's worse?

http://newsok.com/higher-rates-or-fewer-tax-breaks-whats-worse/article/feed/472574

 

US economy adds 146K jobs, rate falls to 7.7 pct.

http://newsok.com/us-economy-adds-146k-jobs-rate-falls-to-7.7-

pct./article/feed/472642

 

OCAST awards $1.35 million to seven projects.

http://newsok.com/ocast-awards-1.35-million-to-seven-projects./article/3735345

 

Charles Schwab: Housing recovery to boost economy

http://newsok.com/charles-schwab-housing-recovery-to-boost-

economy/article/feed/472456

 

Consider the source of Laffer plan criticism

http://newsok.com/consider-the-source-of-laffer-plan-criticism/article/3735245

 

Pay for Oklahoma troopers, prison guards should be legislative priority in 2013

http://newsok.com/pay-for-oklahoma-troopers-prison-guards-should-be-legislative-

priority-in-2013/article/3734907

 

Washington Examiner: Tax on health insurance just another Obamacare surprise

http://newsok.com/washington-examiner-tax-on-health-insurance-just-another-

obamacare-surprise/article/3735244
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Enid lawmaker seeks to boost state employee pay

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121207_16_A16_OKLAHO790852

 

Oklahoma 'on right track' with anti-tobacco program, state official says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A14_Arprnt901237
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Open Records workshop for public is well-attended by public officials, too

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A17_CUTLIN17226

 

Higher rates or fewer tax breaks - what's worse?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN157511

 

Oklahoma student testing: 4th-grade vocabulary scores on par with national average,

8th-graders slightly below

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A22_Oklaho362342

 

Fair board amends naming rights contract, affirms an end to horse racing at Fair

Meadows

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_CUTLIN264869

 

Scientists still not certain about cause of 5.7-magnitude quake in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_ULNSbo491570

 

Election hits $2 billion mark amid last-minute donations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN886952

 

Tulsa firefighter won't get city trial, council decides

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_11_A17_ULNSbd821524

 

Tulsa City Council tables controversial plan on apartments

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_16_A13_Cityco686526

 

Trade-offs seen in raising Medicare eligibility age

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_CUTLIN646779

 

Debt limit gives GOP leverage; Obama demands fix

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_ULNSbC91370

 

WWII Navy veteran Lonnie Cook tells Pearl Harbor story

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121207_11_A1_CUTLIN647407

 

Cold front headed to Oklahoma; light snow possible
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121207_12_0_OKLAHO131341

 

Western district of Oklahoma collects nearly $13.5 million

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO613174

 

Judge asked to shut down attorney handling former Oklahoma City pharmacist's

appeal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO601286

 

Low pay makes faculty search process difficult, professor tells State Regents

Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20121207_330_0_OKLAHO699211

 

Choctaws come out for cultural day in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A14_ULNSrd206338

 

Developers to pitch Broken Arrow casino plan to Creek Nation panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_78_A1_CUTLIN816699

 

Oklahoma education department OKs $8.9 million testing contract, again

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A17_TheOkl971619

 

Oklahoma Army National Guard, Okemah tribe sign pact

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A16_TheOkl504240

 

Ex-teacher enters blind plea to second-degree rape of 15-year-old

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_A11_CUTLIN460194

 

State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A11_Hlevle384345

 

Editorial: Sen. Coburn supports tax hikes to avoid fiscal cliff

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_11_A20_USSenT490452

 

Editorial: Meth lab reduction good news, but will it continue?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_61_A20_Tulsap589132

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121207_12_0_OKLAHO131341
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121207_12_0_OKLAHO131341
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO613174
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO613174
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO601286
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO601286
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=330&articleid=20121207_330_0_OKLAHO699211
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=330&articleid=20121207_330_0_OKLAHO699211
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A14_ULNSrd206338
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A14_ULNSrd206338
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_78_A1_CUTLIN816699
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_78_A1_CUTLIN816699
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A17_TheOkl971619
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A17_TheOkl971619
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A16_TheOkl504240
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A16_TheOkl504240
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_A11_CUTLIN460194
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_A11_CUTLIN460194
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A11_Hlevle384345
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A11_Hlevle384345
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_11_A20_USSenT490452
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_11_A20_USSenT490452
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_61_A20_Tulsap589132
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_61_A20_Tulsap589132


 

 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Bingman names Senate committee chairmen

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/bingman-names-senate-committee-chairmen-

capitol/

 

Investors sue SandRidge over stock price

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/sandridge-investors-file-lawsuit-law/

 

Drilling boom helps El Reno infrastructure

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/drilling-boom-helps-el-reno-infrastructure-

energy/

 

Board votes to end racing at Fair Meadows

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/board-votes-to-end-racing-at-fair-meadows-

general-news/#ixzz2ENZe7YQp

 

CEO: Drilling boom fueled SemGroup’s comeback

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/ceo-drilling-boom-fueled-semgroups-comeback-

energy/

 

OCU closes on Central High School building purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/ocu-buys-central-high-building-for-10-million-

real-estate/#ixzz2ENZrw6NT

 

Fallin: States need flexibility for fiscal cliff

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/fallin-states-need-flexibility-for-fiscal-cliff-capitol/

 

Project 180 completion date pushed back

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/project-180-completion-date-pushed-back-real-

estate/

 

Devon exec touts safety record of tower construction

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/devon-exec-touts-tower-constructions-safety-

record-real-estate/#ixzz2ENaGFAFe

 

Downtown Tulsa’s Pierce Building sold for $1.2M

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/downtown-tulsas-pierce-building-sold-for-1-2m-

real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Picturing the stories of Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/fourth-reading-telling-the-story-of-oklahomans-

opinion/
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Free Market Friday: Principled leadership

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/free-market-friday-principled-leadership-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma governor's office under fire for open records policy

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governors-office-under-fire-for-open-records-

policy/article/3735355

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says fiscal cliff complicates state budget

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-fiscal-cliff-complicates-state-

budget/article/3735191

 

Tax credits also at stake in fiscal cliff debate, White House says

http://newsok.com/tax-credits-also-at-stake-in-fiscal-cliff-debate-white-house-

says/article/3734953

 

Judge asked to shut down Oklahoma City attorney handling Ersland's appeal

http://newsok.com/judge-asked-to-shut-down-oklahoma-city-attorney-handling-

erslands-appeal/article/3735305?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

38 police recruits join the Oklahoma City force

http://newsok.com/38-police-recruits-join-the-oklahoma-city-force/article/3735308?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Pearl Harbor remains a fresh memory for Oklahoma City veterans

http://newsok.com/pearl-harbor-remains-a-fresh-memory-for-oklahoma-city-

veterans/article/3735263?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Canton farmer, rancher stays positive in drought

http://newsok.com/canton-farmer-rancher-stays-positive-in-drought/article/3735370?

custom_click=pod_headline_northwest-oklahoma-news

 

Pearl Harbor dead remembered on 71st anniversary

http://newsok.com/pearl-harbor-dead-remembered-on-71st-

anniversary/article/feed/472584?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Election hits $2B mark amid last-minute donations

http://newsok.com/election-hits-2b-mark-amid-last-minute-

donations/article/feed/472581

 

Contractor to modernize U.S. Army cannon in Elgin

http://newsok.com/contractor-to-modernize-u.s.-army-cannon-in-

elgin/article/3735164
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Early flu season could be upon us, CDC says

http://newsok.com/early-flu-season-could-be-upon-us-cdc-says/article/3735300

 

Oklahoma City company develops home-fueling unit for CNG vehicles

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-company-develops-home-fueling-unit-for-cng-

vehicles/article/3735382

 

Stocks open higher as jobs growth beats forecasts

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-higher-as-jobs-growth-beats-

forecasts/article/feed/472669

 

Higher rates or fewer tax breaks _ what's worse?

http://newsok.com/higher-rates-or-fewer-tax-breaks-whats-worse/article/feed/472574

 

US economy adds 146K jobs, rate falls to 7.7 pct.

http://newsok.com/us-economy-adds-146k-jobs-rate-falls-to-7.7-

pct./article/feed/472642

 

OCAST awards $1.35 million to seven projects.

http://newsok.com/ocast-awards-1.35-million-to-seven-projects./article/3735345

 

Charles Schwab: Housing recovery to boost economy

http://newsok.com/charles-schwab-housing-recovery-to-boost-

economy/article/feed/472456

 

Consider the source of Laffer plan criticism

http://newsok.com/consider-the-source-of-laffer-plan-criticism/article/3735245

 

Pay for Oklahoma troopers, prison guards should be legislative priority in 2013

http://newsok.com/pay-for-oklahoma-troopers-prison-guards-should-be-legislative-

priority-in-2013/article/3734907

 

Washington Examiner: Tax on health insurance just another Obamacare surprise

http://newsok.com/washington-examiner-tax-on-health-insurance-just-another-

obamacare-surprise/article/3735244
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Enid lawmaker seeks to boost state employee pay

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121207_16_A16_OKLAHO790852

 

Oklahoma 'on right track' with anti-tobacco program, state official says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A14_Arprnt901237
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Open Records workshop for public is well-attended by public officials, too

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A17_CUTLIN17226

 

Higher rates or fewer tax breaks - what's worse?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN157511

 

Oklahoma student testing: 4th-grade vocabulary scores on par with national average,

8th-graders slightly below

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A22_Oklaho362342

 

Fair board amends naming rights contract, affirms an end to horse racing at Fair

Meadows

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_CUTLIN264869

 

Scientists still not certain about cause of 5.7-magnitude quake in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_ULNSbo491570

 

Election hits $2 billion mark amid last-minute donations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN886952

 

Tulsa firefighter won't get city trial, council decides

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_11_A17_ULNSbd821524

 

Tulsa City Council tables controversial plan on apartments

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_16_A13_Cityco686526

 

Trade-offs seen in raising Medicare eligibility age

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_CUTLIN646779

 

Debt limit gives GOP leverage; Obama demands fix

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_ULNSbC91370

 

WWII Navy veteran Lonnie Cook tells Pearl Harbor story

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Cold front headed to Oklahoma; light snow possible
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Western district of Oklahoma collects nearly $13.5 million

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO613174

 

Judge asked to shut down attorney handling former Oklahoma City pharmacist's

appeal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO601286

 

Low pay makes faculty search process difficult, professor tells State Regents

Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20121207_330_0_OKLAHO699211

 

Choctaws come out for cultural day in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A14_ULNSrd206338

 

Developers to pitch Broken Arrow casino plan to Creek Nation panel
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subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_78_A1_CUTLIN816699

 

Oklahoma education department OKs $8.9 million testing contract, again

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A17_TheOkl971619

 

Oklahoma Army National Guard, Okemah tribe sign pact

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A16_TheOkl504240

 

Ex-teacher enters blind plea to second-degree rape of 15-year-old

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_A11_CUTLIN460194

 

State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A11_Hlevle384345

 

Editorial: Sen. Coburn supports tax hikes to avoid fiscal cliff

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_11_A20_USSenT490452

 

Editorial: Meth lab reduction good news, but will it continue?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Bingman names Senate committee chairmen

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/bingman-names-senate-committee-chairmen-

capitol/

 

Investors sue SandRidge over stock price

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/sandridge-investors-file-lawsuit-law/

 

Drilling boom helps El Reno infrastructure

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/drilling-boom-helps-el-reno-infrastructure-

energy/

 

Board votes to end racing at Fair Meadows

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/board-votes-to-end-racing-at-fair-meadows-

general-news/#ixzz2ENZe7YQp

 

CEO: Drilling boom fueled SemGroup’s comeback

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/ceo-drilling-boom-fueled-semgroups-comeback-

energy/

 

OCU closes on Central High School building purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/ocu-buys-central-high-building-for-10-million-

real-estate/#ixzz2ENZrw6NT

 

Fallin: States need flexibility for fiscal cliff

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/fallin-states-need-flexibility-for-fiscal-cliff-capitol/

 

Project 180 completion date pushed back

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/project-180-completion-date-pushed-back-real-

estate/

 

Devon exec touts safety record of tower construction

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/devon-exec-touts-tower-constructions-safety-

record-real-estate/#ixzz2ENaGFAFe

 

Downtown Tulsa’s Pierce Building sold for $1.2M

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/downtown-tulsas-pierce-building-sold-for-1-2m-

real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Picturing the stories of Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/fourth-reading-telling-the-story-of-oklahomans-

opinion/
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Free Market Friday: Principled leadership

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/free-market-friday-principled-leadership-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews
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Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

 

http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Dec. 5, 2012
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 9:49:38 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin talks fiscal cliff with Obama, congressional leaders

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-talks-fiscal-cliff-with-obama-congressional-

leaders/article/3734707

 

Oklahoma Supreme Court strikes down 2 anti-abortion laws

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-strikes-down-2-anti-abortion-

laws/article/3734782

 

Health care challenge draws response

http://newsok.com/health-care-challenge-draws-response/article/3734713

 

Oklahoma Lottery earnings for year will be lower than expected

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lottery-earnings-for-year-will-be-lower-than-

expected/article/3734687

 

Oklahoma executes man for 1993 shootings

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-executes-man-for-1993-shootings/article/3734693

 

ACLU files judicial complaint over Oklahoma teen's church sentence

http://newsok.com/aclu-files-judicial-complaint-over-oklahoma-teens-church-

sentence/article/3734578

 

TU fires Athletic Director Ross Parmley

http://newsok.com/tu-fires-athletic-director-ross-parmley/article/3734685?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

 

Judge upholds Aaron Stiles win in Cleveland County election

http://newsok.com/judge-upholds-aaron-stiles-win-in-cleveland-county-

election/article/3734715?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Spending cuts shadow Obama meeting with tribes

http://newsok.com/spending-cuts-shadow-obama-meeting-with-

tribes/article/feed/471459

 

Oklahoma City metro-area candidates file for school boards posts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-candidates-file-for-school-boards-

posts/article/3734694

 

Prosecutor won't file charges in death of boy at Cordell church

http://newsok.com/prosecutor-wont-file-charges-in-death-of-boy-at-cordell-

mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
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church/article/3734686

 

Oklahoma AG warns of fake text message from banks

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-warns-of-fake-text-message-from-

banks/article/3734879

 

Challenge heard to Oklahoma virtual charter school law

http://newsok.com/challenge-heard-to-oklahoma-virtual-charter-school-

law/article/3734796

 

Oklahoma City Council debates future of boulevard

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-debates-future-of-

boulevard/article/3734780

 

Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board delays changing criticized procedure

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-delays-changing-criticized-

procedure/article/3734766

 

Oklahoma returns to a two-party state

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-returns-to-a-two-party-state/article/3734734

 

Former Douglass High School administrator files for Oklahoma City School Board

http://newsok.com/former-douglass-high-school-administrator-files-for-oklahoma-

city-school-board/article/3734710?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Edmond planners don’t recommend permit for Walmart market

http://newsok.com/edmond-planners-dont-recommend-permit-for-walmart-

market/article/3734728

 

Economic index falls for Oklahoma, but state scores high in region

http://newsok.com/economic-index-falls-for-oklahoma-but-state-scores-high-in-

region/article/3734763

 

Oklahoma gross revenue collections dip slightly

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gross-revenue-collections-dip-slightly/article/3734730

 

Oklahoma banks strong again in third quarter

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-banks-strong-again-in-third-quarter/article/3734852?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

Oklahoma City-based LSB Industries to build new chemical plant in Arkansas

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-lsb-industries-to-build-new-chemical-plant-

in-arkansas/article/3734731?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

State businesses to be honored by Oklahoma Quality Foundation

http://newsok.com/state-businesses-to-be-honored-by-oklahoma-quality-

foundation/article/3734711?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news
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Oklahomans could lose extended unemployment benefits at year-end, commission

says

http://newsok.com/oklahomans-could-lose-extended-unemployment-benefits-at-

year-end-commission-says/article/3734698?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-

news

 

Attorney: Oklahoma governor should reconsider her decision on Medicaid expansion

http://newsok.com/attorney-oklahoma-governor-should-reconsider-her-decision-on-

medicaid-expansion/article/3734671

 

Let bombing relief fund audit be completed before drawing conclusions

http://newsok.com/let-bombing-relief-fund-audit-be-completed-before-drawing-

conclusions/article/3734612

 

National lawsuits don't necessarily wind up righting consumer wrongs

http://newsok.com/national-lawsuits-dont-necessarily-wind-up-righting-consumer-

wrongs/article/3734613

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Gov. Fallin, Obama discuss fiscal cliff's state impact

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121205_16_A1_CUTLIN746456

 

High court rejects abortion laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A1_OKLAHO438455

 

Feds: Oklahoma Obamacare lawsuit fails to meet test of law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A1_Whilec155609

 

State lottery commission seeks rule change to offer larger prizes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A13_OKLAHO88729

 

Oklahoma's November collections match same period last year, treasurer says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A10_CUTLIN120834

 

Legality of charter school, textbook bill argued before Supreme Court referee

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A10_OLHMIY523375

 

Mullin sees a split in Washington from the start
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A9_CUTLIN615153

 

Creek Nation chief says tribe will no longer pay into state horsemen's purse fund

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A1_CUTLIN531877

 

Complaint filed against judge's church order in teen DUI case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A13_CUTLIN344801

 

Parole board delays changes to early-release policy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A16_OKLAHO45692

 

'Fiscal cliff' deal hinted even amid harsh rhetoric

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121205_13_A8_CUTLIN934298

 

Bartlesville addresses drought with water conservation program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_12_A14_BARTLE872116

 

Broken Arrow City Council approves $2 million for Festival Events Park

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_12_A15_BROKEN446449

 

Employers in search of veterans at job fair

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_11_A4_CUTLIN166184

 

Car stolen in 1998 found in pond

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_11_A10_CUTLIN660117

 

Ginnie Graham: Telling Patricia Spottedcrow's story

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=732&articleid=20121205_11_A13_Meetin480293

 

City Council pay hikes not likely

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121205_11_A18_Cityco281008

 

10 Commandments monument delayed in Poteau

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121205_11_A18_Reluct298076
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Insulated growth: New IBP branches in OKC, Tulsa expand with rising housing starts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/insulated-growth-new-ibp-branches-in-okc-

tulsa-expand-with-rising-housing-starts-general-news/

 

Expert: Brief a good sign for tribes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/expert-brief-a-good-sign-for-tribes-law/

 

CanServ eyes offshore equipment market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/canserv-eyes-offshore-equipment-market-

general-news/

 

Nichols subsidiary pays $3.3M for Boston Place

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/nichols-subsidiary-pays-3-3m-for-boston-place-

real-estate/

 

Developer plots apartments for senior citizens

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/developer-plots-apartments-for-senior-citizens-

real-estate/

 

Meyer sues former PNB owners

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/meyer-sues-former-pnb-owners-law/

 

FDA gives ECG smartphone app green light

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/fda-gives-ecg-smartphone-app-green-light-

general-news/

 

Oklahoma drought losses top $426M

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/oklahoma-drought-losses-top-426m-general-

news/

 

College converting Best Buy space near Crossroads

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/college-converting-best-buy-space-near-

crossroads-real-estate/

 

Signs of economic strength: Miller not bothered by tax collections decrease

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/signs-of-economic-strength-miller-not-bothered-

by-tax-collections-decrease-capitol/

 

[WWWO] Thirsty Texas seeks Oklahoma water

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/27/wwwo-thirsty-texas-seeks-oklahoma-water/

 

Yakama Nation: Gas pipeline damages historic site

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/yakama-nation-gas-pipeline-damages-historic-
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site-energy/

 

Stillwater board OKs purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/stillwater-board-oks-purchase-health-care/

 

Big Lots beats Street’s view

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/big-lots-beats-streets-view-finance/

 

Business Briefs: 12-05-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/business-briefs-12-05-12-general-news/

 

Darden cites failed promotions for lower outlook

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/darden-cites-failed-promotions-for-lower-

outlook-general-news/

 

Being Well: Scott Tomlinson, Chesapeake Energy Corp.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/being-well-scott-tomlinson-chesapeake-energy-

corp/

 

U.S. home prices rise in Oct. by most in 6 years

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/u-s-home-prices-rise-in-oct-by-most-in-6-years-

real-estate-and-constructio/

 

Oil closes lower as ‘cliff’ negotiations drag on

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/oil-closes-lower-as-cliff-negotiations-drag-on-

energy/

 

Energy-efficiency project gains headway at OU

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/03/energy-efficiency-project-gains-headway-at-ou-

energy/

 

Asperger’s dropped from revised diagnosis manual

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/aspergers-dropped-from-revised-diagnosis-

manual-health-care/

 

Health Care Briefs: 12-05-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/health-care-briefs-12-05-12-health-care/

 

Tapping citizen-scientists for novel gut check

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/tapping-citizen-scientists-for-novel-gut-check-

health-care/

 

Attorney challenges charter school bill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/attorney-challenges-charter-school-bill-law/

 

High court says government can be liable for flood

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/high-court-says-government-can-be-liable-for-

flood-law/
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$5B in government recoveries on false claims cases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/5b-in-government-recoveries-on-false-claims-

cases-law/

 

Court says abortion laws unconstitutional

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/court-says-abortion-laws-unconstitutional-

capitol/

 

Signs of economic strength: Miller not bothered by tax collections decrease

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/signs-of-economic-strength-miller-not-bothered-

by-tax-collections-decrease-capitol/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Tulsa fires athletic director over gambling probe

 

Okla. court says abortion laws are unconstitutional
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
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http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Dec. 5, 2012
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 9:49:39 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin talks fiscal cliff with Obama, congressional leaders

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-talks-fiscal-cliff-with-obama-congressional-

leaders/article/3734707

 

Oklahoma Supreme Court strikes down 2 anti-abortion laws

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-strikes-down-2-anti-abortion-

laws/article/3734782

 

Health care challenge draws response

http://newsok.com/health-care-challenge-draws-response/article/3734713

 

Oklahoma Lottery earnings for year will be lower than expected

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lottery-earnings-for-year-will-be-lower-than-

expected/article/3734687

 

Oklahoma executes man for 1993 shootings

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-executes-man-for-1993-shootings/article/3734693

 

ACLU files judicial complaint over Oklahoma teen's church sentence

http://newsok.com/aclu-files-judicial-complaint-over-oklahoma-teens-church-

sentence/article/3734578

 

TU fires Athletic Director Ross Parmley

http://newsok.com/tu-fires-athletic-director-ross-parmley/article/3734685?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

 

Judge upholds Aaron Stiles win in Cleveland County election

http://newsok.com/judge-upholds-aaron-stiles-win-in-cleveland-county-

election/article/3734715?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Spending cuts shadow Obama meeting with tribes

http://newsok.com/spending-cuts-shadow-obama-meeting-with-

tribes/article/feed/471459

 

Oklahoma City metro-area candidates file for school boards posts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-candidates-file-for-school-boards-

posts/article/3734694

 

Prosecutor won't file charges in death of boy at Cordell church

http://newsok.com/prosecutor-wont-file-charges-in-death-of-boy-at-cordell-
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church/article/3734686

 

Oklahoma AG warns of fake text message from banks

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-warns-of-fake-text-message-from-

banks/article/3734879

 

Challenge heard to Oklahoma virtual charter school law

http://newsok.com/challenge-heard-to-oklahoma-virtual-charter-school-

law/article/3734796

 

Oklahoma City Council debates future of boulevard

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-debates-future-of-

boulevard/article/3734780

 

Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board delays changing criticized procedure

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-delays-changing-criticized-

procedure/article/3734766

 

Oklahoma returns to a two-party state

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-returns-to-a-two-party-state/article/3734734

 

Former Douglass High School administrator files for Oklahoma City School Board

http://newsok.com/former-douglass-high-school-administrator-files-for-oklahoma-

city-school-board/article/3734710?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Edmond planners don’t recommend permit for Walmart market

http://newsok.com/edmond-planners-dont-recommend-permit-for-walmart-

market/article/3734728

 

Economic index falls for Oklahoma, but state scores high in region

http://newsok.com/economic-index-falls-for-oklahoma-but-state-scores-high-in-

region/article/3734763

 

Oklahoma gross revenue collections dip slightly

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gross-revenue-collections-dip-slightly/article/3734730

 

Oklahoma banks strong again in third quarter

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-banks-strong-again-in-third-quarter/article/3734852?

custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

Oklahoma City-based LSB Industries to build new chemical plant in Arkansas

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-lsb-industries-to-build-new-chemical-plant-

in-arkansas/article/3734731?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

State businesses to be honored by Oklahoma Quality Foundation

http://newsok.com/state-businesses-to-be-honored-by-oklahoma-quality-

foundation/article/3734711?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news
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Oklahomans could lose extended unemployment benefits at year-end, commission

says

http://newsok.com/oklahomans-could-lose-extended-unemployment-benefits-at-

year-end-commission-says/article/3734698?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-

news

 

Attorney: Oklahoma governor should reconsider her decision on Medicaid expansion

http://newsok.com/attorney-oklahoma-governor-should-reconsider-her-decision-on-

medicaid-expansion/article/3734671

 

Let bombing relief fund audit be completed before drawing conclusions

http://newsok.com/let-bombing-relief-fund-audit-be-completed-before-drawing-

conclusions/article/3734612

 

National lawsuits don't necessarily wind up righting consumer wrongs

http://newsok.com/national-lawsuits-dont-necessarily-wind-up-righting-consumer-

wrongs/article/3734613

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Gov. Fallin, Obama discuss fiscal cliff's state impact

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121205_16_A1_CUTLIN746456

 

High court rejects abortion laws

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A1_OKLAHO438455

 

Feds: Oklahoma Obamacare lawsuit fails to meet test of law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A1_Whilec155609

 

State lottery commission seeks rule change to offer larger prizes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A13_OKLAHO88729

 

Oklahoma's November collections match same period last year, treasurer says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A10_CUTLIN120834

 

Legality of charter school, textbook bill argued before Supreme Court referee

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A10_OLHMIY523375

 

Mullin sees a split in Washington from the start
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121205_16_A9_CUTLIN615153

 

Creek Nation chief says tribe will no longer pay into state horsemen's purse fund

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A1_CUTLIN531877

 

Complaint filed against judge's church order in teen DUI case

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A13_CUTLIN344801

 

Parole board delays changes to early-release policy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_16_A16_OKLAHO45692

 

'Fiscal cliff' deal hinted even amid harsh rhetoric

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121205_13_A8_CUTLIN934298

 

Bartlesville addresses drought with water conservation program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_12_A14_BARTLE872116

 

Broken Arrow City Council approves $2 million for Festival Events Park

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_12_A15_BROKEN446449

 

Employers in search of veterans at job fair

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_11_A4_CUTLIN166184

 

Car stolen in 1998 found in pond

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121205_11_A10_CUTLIN660117

 

Ginnie Graham: Telling Patricia Spottedcrow's story

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=732&articleid=20121205_11_A13_Meetin480293

 

City Council pay hikes not likely

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121205_11_A18_Cityco281008

 

10 Commandments monument delayed in Poteau

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121205_11_A18_Reluct298076
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Insulated growth: New IBP branches in OKC, Tulsa expand with rising housing starts

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/insulated-growth-new-ibp-branches-in-okc-

tulsa-expand-with-rising-housing-starts-general-news/

 

Expert: Brief a good sign for tribes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/expert-brief-a-good-sign-for-tribes-law/

 

CanServ eyes offshore equipment market

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/canserv-eyes-offshore-equipment-market-

general-news/

 

Nichols subsidiary pays $3.3M for Boston Place

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/nichols-subsidiary-pays-3-3m-for-boston-place-

real-estate/

 

Developer plots apartments for senior citizens

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/developer-plots-apartments-for-senior-citizens-

real-estate/

 

Meyer sues former PNB owners

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/meyer-sues-former-pnb-owners-law/

 

FDA gives ECG smartphone app green light

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/fda-gives-ecg-smartphone-app-green-light-

general-news/

 

Oklahoma drought losses top $426M

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/oklahoma-drought-losses-top-426m-general-

news/

 

College converting Best Buy space near Crossroads

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/college-converting-best-buy-space-near-

crossroads-real-estate/

 

Signs of economic strength: Miller not bothered by tax collections decrease

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/signs-of-economic-strength-miller-not-bothered-

by-tax-collections-decrease-capitol/

 

[WWWO] Thirsty Texas seeks Oklahoma water

http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/27/wwwo-thirsty-texas-seeks-oklahoma-water/

 

Yakama Nation: Gas pipeline damages historic site

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/yakama-nation-gas-pipeline-damages-historic-
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site-energy/

 

Stillwater board OKs purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/stillwater-board-oks-purchase-health-care/

 

Big Lots beats Street’s view

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/big-lots-beats-streets-view-finance/

 

Business Briefs: 12-05-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/business-briefs-12-05-12-general-news/

 

Darden cites failed promotions for lower outlook

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/darden-cites-failed-promotions-for-lower-

outlook-general-news/

 

Being Well: Scott Tomlinson, Chesapeake Energy Corp.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/being-well-scott-tomlinson-chesapeake-energy-

corp/

 

U.S. home prices rise in Oct. by most in 6 years

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/u-s-home-prices-rise-in-oct-by-most-in-6-years-

real-estate-and-constructio/

 

Oil closes lower as ‘cliff’ negotiations drag on

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/oil-closes-lower-as-cliff-negotiations-drag-on-

energy/

 

Energy-efficiency project gains headway at OU

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/03/energy-efficiency-project-gains-headway-at-ou-

energy/

 

Asperger’s dropped from revised diagnosis manual

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/aspergers-dropped-from-revised-diagnosis-

manual-health-care/

 

Health Care Briefs: 12-05-12

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/health-care-briefs-12-05-12-health-care/

 

Tapping citizen-scientists for novel gut check

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/tapping-citizen-scientists-for-novel-gut-check-

health-care/

 

Attorney challenges charter school bill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/attorney-challenges-charter-school-bill-law/

 

High court says government can be liable for flood

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/high-court-says-government-can-be-liable-for-

flood-law/
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$5B in government recoveries on false claims cases

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/5b-in-government-recoveries-on-false-claims-

cases-law/

 

Court says abortion laws unconstitutional

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/court-says-abortion-laws-unconstitutional-

capitol/

 

Signs of economic strength: Miller not bothered by tax collections decrease

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/04/signs-of-economic-strength-miller-not-bothered-

by-tax-collections-decrease-capitol/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Tulsa fires athletic director over gambling probe

 

Okla. court says abortion laws are unconstitutional
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
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http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 14, 2012
Date: Tuesday, August 14, 2012 9:19:40 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin seeks federal assistance for wildfire victims in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-seeks-federal-assistance-for-wildfire-victims-in-

oklahoma/article/3700642#ixzz23Wojb3MV

 
Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board members seek attorney general's opinion on

sentence commutation 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-members-seek-attorney-

generals-opinion-on-sentence-commutation/article/3700632#ixzz23WpIfoVw

 

Two Oklahoma candidates for state Senate District 17 defend their education 

http://newsok.com/two-oklahoma-candidates-for-state-senate-district-17-defend-

their-education/article/3700630#ixzz23WpPd2Re

 

National GOP committee upholds election of Oklahoma delegates 

http://newsok.com/national-gop-committee-upholds-election-of-oklahoma-

delegates/article/3700626#ixzz23WpUwLOI

 

Rain, cooler weather helps corn, soybeans, USDA officials say 

http://newsok.com/rain-cooler-weather-helps-corn-soybeans-usda-officials-

say/article/3700617#ixzz23WpcmpuJ

 

Letters from inmates prompt most early releases, former board member says

http://newsok.com/letters-from-inmates-prompt-most-early-releases-former-board-

member-says/article/3700529#ixzz23Wpk557C

 

Oklahoma City Council, school board to hold pioneering joint meeting 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-school-board-to-hold-pioneering-joint-

meeting/article/3700693#ixzz23Wmo4RNm

Oklahoma City man accused of raping 11-month-old girl, 5-year-old boy 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-man-accused-of-raping-11-month-old-girl-5-year-

old-boy/article/3700545#ixzz23Wmx31uh

UPDATE: Police say unattended suitcase found near ATF building in downtown

Oklahoma City contained nothing dangerous 

http://newsok.com/update-police-say-unattended-suitcase-found-near-atf-building-

in-downtown-oklahoma-city-contained-nothing-

dangerous/article/3700530#ixzz23WnHYpb9

 

University of Central Oklahoma students move to Edmond campus 
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http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahoma-students-move-to-edmond-

campus/article/3700598#ixzz23WnRcpXC

 

Arcadia Lake triathlon is a success

http://newsok.com/arcadia-lake-triathlon-is-a-success/article/3700595?

custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news

 

Midwest City-Del City students will see changes on first day of school 

http://newsok.com/midwest-city-del-city-students-will-see-changes-on-first-day-of-

school/article/3700601#ixzz23WnozMga

 

Billboard in Oklahoma City draws attention to national debt 

http://newsok.com/billboard-in-oklahoma-city-draws-attention-to-national-

debt/article/3700616#ixzz23WnyFfPW

 

Woman arrested after she spanks son, 5, with bag of glass 

http://newsok.com/woman-arrested-after-she-spanks-son-5-with-bag-of-

glass/article/3700528#ixzz23WoDbGcq

 

Morning Examiner: Obamacare’s Medicare cuts start January 1st 

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacares-medicare-cuts-start-january-

1st/article/feed/419359#ixzz23WozOGi9

 

Four more beers! Obama buys Budweiser for Iowa State Fair voters 

http://newsok.com/four-more-beers-obama-buys-budweiser-for-iowa-state-fair-

voters/article/feed/419352#ixzz23Wp7nseK

 

2 Oklahoma City clinics offer latest breast imaging technology 

http://newsok.com/2-oklahoma-city-clinics-offer-latest-breast-imaging-

technology/article/3700637#ixzz23WqJTcVP

 

Stocks rise at open on positive US retail sales 

http://newsok.com/stocks-rise-at-open-on-positive-us-retail-

sales/article/feed/419354#ixzz23WqOhC6X

 

US retail sales rose solid 0.8 percent in July 

http://newsok.com/us-retail-sales-rose-solid-0.8-percent-in-

july/article/feed/419367#ixzz23WqTtLtd

 

US wholesale prices rose 0.3 percent in July 

http://newsok.com/us-wholesale-prices-rose-0.3-percent-in-

july/article/feed/419368#ixzz23WqcqPA2

 

Small biz owners grow more pessimistic in July 

http://newsok.com/small-biz-owners-grow-more-pessimistic-in-

july/article/feed/419353#ixzz23WqnmQqu

 

Number of new credit cards issued up 4 pct in 2Q 
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http://newsok.com/number-of-new-credit-cards-issued-up-4-pct-in-

2q/article/feed/419265#ixzz23WqtECR0

 

Looming spending cuts hit more than defense

http://newsok.com/looming-spending-cuts-hit-more-than-defense/article/feed/419290

 

Oil prices up ahead of US retail sales data

http://newsok.com/oil-prices-up-ahead-of-us-retail-sales-data/article/feed/419275

 

USDA buys meat to help drought-stricken farmers

http://newsok.com/usda-buys-meat-to-help-drought-stricken-farmers/article/3700615

 

Farmers Market waits to be discovered as Oklahoma City's version of Cain's Ballroom

http://newsok.com/farmers-market-waits-to-be-discovered-as-oklahoma-citys-

version-of-cains-ballroom/article/3700658#ixzz23WrtMe1p

 

With choice of Paul Ryan, budget is front and center in campaign 

http://newsok.com/with-choice-of-paul-ryan-budget-is-front-and-center-in-

campaign/article/3700583#ixzz23Ws7JbmN

 

Bridge beam program stretches limited taxpayer dollars

http://newsok.com/bridge-beam-program-stretches-limited-taxpayer-

dollars/article/3700582

 

Elizabeth Warren's “better roads” platform is paved with deception 

http://newsok.com/elizabeth-warrens-better-roads-platform-is-paved-with-

deception/article/3700581#ixzz23WsXe2jr
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Oklahoma governor applies for federal disaster aid

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120814_16_A1_CUTLIN847966

 

Reports shows 1 out of 5 Oklahomans in 2010 received Social Security benefits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120814_16_A1_Hnrdft475805

 

Oklahoma parole board asks for ruling on commutations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120814_16_A14_OKLAHO850574

 

Paul supporters seeking overhaul in Oklahoma delegates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A14_OKLAHO337431
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Romney running mate Paul Ryan married to Oklahoman

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A5_CUTLIN203093

 

Tulsa County commissioners vote to put Vision2 plan on Nov. 6 ballot

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A1_CUTLIN609219

 

Bartlett lifts Tulsa's water restrictions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A3_Thecit442626

 

Time to act on Vision2 proposal was now, commissioner says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A4_Monday318662

 

Justice: UT affirmative action policy legal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A7_WASHIN571327

 

House files suit against Holder over gov't records

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A8_CUTLIN6785

 

Destroyed homes overshadow start of school for Oklahoma town

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120814_12_A1_CUTLIN733004

 

Oklahoma State University welcomes new class of freshmen

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120814_330_0_STILLW373415

 

Prostitution sting nets 12 arrests in Oklahoma City

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120814_12_0_OKLAHO47186

 

Oklahoma man who died in police custody had pneumonia

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_11_0_OKLAHO271507

 

Oklahoma to execute fourth death row inmate of 2012

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_11_0_OLHMIY433711

 

Owasso school board OKs resolution protesting high-stakes testing for students

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=19&articleid=20120814_19_A12_OWASSO690098
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Panama's police dog's killer sought

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_12_A14_ULNSha440614

 

Man accused of ramming man with truck badly beaten, arrested after bar fight

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_450_0_OWASSO867388

 

Destroyed homes overshadow start of school for Oklahoma town

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_12_A1_CUTLIN733004

 

Minister's accused shooter turns himself in

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120814_450_0_Theman211361

 

Oklahoma ranked sixth-worst for obesity rates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120814_17_A1_Oklaho299643

 

Competency is issue in Tulsa shooting trial

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120814_14_A9_CUTLIN369454

 

Oklahoma Heart Institute expands to Hillcrest South

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120814_17_A12_TheOkl720630

 

Sand Springs teacher arrested in rape, molestation of 14-year-old student

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120814_11_A14_CUTLIN282642

 

Tulsa animal shelter could win $100,000 by saving 300 more dogs and cats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_11_A2_CUTLIN122698

 

Poultry-growing plan renews concerns over Illinois watershed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120814_61_A13_Thecon704978

 

Romney's choice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120814_61_A13_Irsmtv754197
 
 

The Journal Record 
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www.journalrecord.com

Precision calibration service firm Accurate Laboratories grows to meet demand

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/precision-calibration-service-firm-accurate-

laboratories-grows-to-meet-demand-general-news/

 

Tulsa County tax plan put to voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/tulsa-county-tax-plan-put-to-voters-finance/

 

Event will put incentive act to the test

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/event-will-put-incentive-act-to-the-test-finance/

 

Oil boom brings scarcity of workers in small towns

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/oil-boom-brings-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-

towns-energy/

 

Explosion injures two in Elk City

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/explosion-injures-two-in-elk-city-energy/

 

Sundance Institute to hold Native Filmmaker Summit in Sulphur

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/sundance-institute-to-hold-native-filmmaker-

summit-in-sulphur-nonprofit/

 

Officials: State school districts doing more with less funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/officials-state-school-districts-doing-more-with-

less-funding-capitol/

 

Home health care franchisee BrightStar continues growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/home-health-care-franchisee-brightstar-

continues-growth-health-care/

 

7-Eleven donates $1M for YWCA expansion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/7-eleven-donates-1m-for-ywca-expansion-

nonprofit/

 

US retail sales rose solid 0.8 percent in July after 3 straight months of declining sales

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_RETAIL_SALES?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

US stocks rise as positive retail sales prove that the American consumer remains

resilient

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Harris: The power of gratitude

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/harris-the-power-of-gratitude-opinion/
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Around Town: ‘Symphony by the Sea’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/around-town-symphony-by-the-sea-opinion/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Fallin seeks wildfire aid for Cleveland, three other counties

 

Man draws 10 years for overdose deaths

 

Oklahoma City mosque hit by vandals

 

State poised to execute man in triple homicide

 

State’s oil boom has a downside Oilfield’s allure creates scarcity of workers in small

towns

 

Cause of blast investigated
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
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http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 14, 2012
Date: Tuesday, August 14, 2012 9:19:40 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin seeks federal assistance for wildfire victims in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-seeks-federal-assistance-for-wildfire-victims-in-

oklahoma/article/3700642#ixzz23Wojb3MV

 
Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board members seek attorney general's opinion on

sentence commutation 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-members-seek-attorney-

generals-opinion-on-sentence-commutation/article/3700632#ixzz23WpIfoVw

 

Two Oklahoma candidates for state Senate District 17 defend their education 

http://newsok.com/two-oklahoma-candidates-for-state-senate-district-17-defend-

their-education/article/3700630#ixzz23WpPd2Re

 

National GOP committee upholds election of Oklahoma delegates 

http://newsok.com/national-gop-committee-upholds-election-of-oklahoma-

delegates/article/3700626#ixzz23WpUwLOI

 

Rain, cooler weather helps corn, soybeans, USDA officials say 

http://newsok.com/rain-cooler-weather-helps-corn-soybeans-usda-officials-

say/article/3700617#ixzz23WpcmpuJ

 

Letters from inmates prompt most early releases, former board member says

http://newsok.com/letters-from-inmates-prompt-most-early-releases-former-board-

member-says/article/3700529#ixzz23Wpk557C

 

Oklahoma City Council, school board to hold pioneering joint meeting 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-school-board-to-hold-pioneering-joint-
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Billboard in Oklahoma City draws attention to national debt 
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Woman arrested after she spanks son, 5, with bag of glass 
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Morning Examiner: Obamacare’s Medicare cuts start January 1st 
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http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahoma-students-move-to-edmond-campus/article/3700598#ixzz23WnRcpXC
http://newsok.com/university-of-central-oklahoma-students-move-to-edmond-campus/article/3700598#ixzz23WnRcpXC
http://newsok.com/arcadia-lake-triathlon-is-a-success/article/3700595?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news
http://newsok.com/arcadia-lake-triathlon-is-a-success/article/3700595?custom_click=pod_headline_edmond-news
http://newsok.com/midwest-city-del-city-students-will-see-changes-on-first-day-of-school/article/3700601#ixzz23WnozMga
http://newsok.com/midwest-city-del-city-students-will-see-changes-on-first-day-of-school/article/3700601#ixzz23WnozMga
http://newsok.com/billboard-in-oklahoma-city-draws-attention-to-national-debt/article/3700616#ixzz23WnyFfPW
http://newsok.com/billboard-in-oklahoma-city-draws-attention-to-national-debt/article/3700616#ixzz23WnyFfPW
http://newsok.com/woman-arrested-after-she-spanks-son-5-with-bag-of-glass/article/3700528#ixzz23WoDbGcq
http://newsok.com/woman-arrested-after-she-spanks-son-5-with-bag-of-glass/article/3700528#ixzz23WoDbGcq
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacares-medicare-cuts-start-january-1st/article/feed/419359#ixzz23WozOGi9
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacares-medicare-cuts-start-january-1st/article/feed/419359#ixzz23WozOGi9
http://newsok.com/four-more-beers-obama-buys-budweiser-for-iowa-state-fair-voters/article/feed/419352#ixzz23Wp7nseK
http://newsok.com/four-more-beers-obama-buys-budweiser-for-iowa-state-fair-voters/article/feed/419352#ixzz23Wp7nseK
http://newsok.com/2-oklahoma-city-clinics-offer-latest-breast-imaging-technology/article/3700637#ixzz23WqJTcVP
http://newsok.com/2-oklahoma-city-clinics-offer-latest-breast-imaging-technology/article/3700637#ixzz23WqJTcVP
http://newsok.com/stocks-rise-at-open-on-positive-us-retail-sales/article/feed/419354#ixzz23WqOhC6X
http://newsok.com/stocks-rise-at-open-on-positive-us-retail-sales/article/feed/419354#ixzz23WqOhC6X
http://newsok.com/us-retail-sales-rose-solid-0.8-percent-in-july/article/feed/419367#ixzz23WqTtLtd
http://newsok.com/us-retail-sales-rose-solid-0.8-percent-in-july/article/feed/419367#ixzz23WqTtLtd
http://newsok.com/us-wholesale-prices-rose-0.3-percent-in-july/article/feed/419368#ixzz23WqcqPA2
http://newsok.com/us-wholesale-prices-rose-0.3-percent-in-july/article/feed/419368#ixzz23WqcqPA2
http://newsok.com/small-biz-owners-grow-more-pessimistic-in-july/article/feed/419353#ixzz23WqnmQqu
http://newsok.com/small-biz-owners-grow-more-pessimistic-in-july/article/feed/419353#ixzz23WqnmQqu


http://newsok.com/number-of-new-credit-cards-issued-up-4-pct-in-

2q/article/feed/419265#ixzz23WqtECR0

 

Looming spending cuts hit more than defense
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USDA buys meat to help drought-stricken farmers
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Farmers Market waits to be discovered as Oklahoma City's version of Cain's Ballroom
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With choice of Paul Ryan, budget is front and center in campaign 
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Bridge beam program stretches limited taxpayer dollars
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Oklahoma governor applies for federal disaster aid
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Reports shows 1 out of 5 Oklahomans in 2010 received Social Security benefits
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Oklahoma parole board asks for ruling on commutations
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Paul supporters seeking overhaul in Oklahoma delegates
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Romney running mate Paul Ryan married to Oklahoman
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Time to act on Vision2 proposal was now, commissioner says
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House files suit against Holder over gov't records
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Destroyed homes overshadow start of school for Oklahoma town

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120814_12_A1_CUTLIN733004

 

Oklahoma State University welcomes new class of freshmen
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Oklahoma man who died in police custody had pneumonia
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Oklahoma to execute fourth death row inmate of 2012
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Owasso school board OKs resolution protesting high-stakes testing for students
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Panama's police dog's killer sought
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Man accused of ramming man with truck badly beaten, arrested after bar fight

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_450_0_OWASSO867388

 

Destroyed homes overshadow start of school for Oklahoma town

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_12_A1_CUTLIN733004

 

Minister's accused shooter turns himself in
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Oklahoma ranked sixth-worst for obesity rates
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Competency is issue in Tulsa shooting trial
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Oklahoma Heart Institute expands to Hillcrest South
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Sand Springs teacher arrested in rape, molestation of 14-year-old student
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Tulsa animal shelter could win $100,000 by saving 300 more dogs and cats
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Poultry-growing plan renews concerns over Illinois watershed
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Romney's choice
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Precision calibration service firm Accurate Laboratories grows to meet demand
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laboratories-grows-to-meet-demand-general-news/

 

Tulsa County tax plan put to voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/tulsa-county-tax-plan-put-to-voters-finance/

 

Event will put incentive act to the test

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/event-will-put-incentive-act-to-the-test-finance/

 

Oil boom brings scarcity of workers in small towns

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/oil-boom-brings-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-

towns-energy/

 

Explosion injures two in Elk City

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/explosion-injures-two-in-elk-city-energy/

 

Sundance Institute to hold Native Filmmaker Summit in Sulphur

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/sundance-institute-to-hold-native-filmmaker-

summit-in-sulphur-nonprofit/

 

Officials: State school districts doing more with less funding

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/officials-state-school-districts-doing-more-with-

less-funding-capitol/

 

Home health care franchisee BrightStar continues growth

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/home-health-care-franchisee-brightstar-

continues-growth-health-care/

 

7-Eleven donates $1M for YWCA expansion

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/7-eleven-donates-1m-for-ywca-expansion-

nonprofit/

 

US retail sales rose solid 0.8 percent in July after 3 straight months of declining sales

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_RETAIL_SALES?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

US stocks rise as positive retail sales prove that the American consumer remains

resilient

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Harris: The power of gratitude

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/harris-the-power-of-gratitude-opinion/
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Around Town: ‘Symphony by the Sea’

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/around-town-symphony-by-the-sea-opinion/
 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Fallin seeks wildfire aid for Cleveland, three other counties

 

Man draws 10 years for overdose deaths

 

Oklahoma City mosque hit by vandals

 

State poised to execute man in triple homicide

 

State’s oil boom has a downside Oilfield’s allure creates scarcity of workers in small

towns

 

Cause of blast investigated
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/around-town-symphony-by-the-sea-opinion/
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x994534750/Cause-of-blast-investigated
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http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
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http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 11-13, 2012
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:30:05 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma elections: Republicans fight to fill Oklahoma Senate District 17 seat left

vacant by Democrat

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-elections-republicans-fight-to-fill-oklahoma-senate-

district-17-seat-left-vacant-by-democrat/article/3700210#ixzz23QvxNfFt

 

Race for Oklahoma County court clerk heats up

http://newsok.com/race-for-oklahoma-county-court-clerk-heats-

up/article/3700216#ixzz23Qw84DFh

 

Tea party gets its man in Ryan for vice president

http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-

president/article/feed/418841#ixzz23QtfCOwl

 

What they said: Oklahoma political leaders comment on choice of Rep. Paul Ryan as

GOP running mate

http://newsok.com/what-they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-

of-rep.-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-mate/article/3700258#ixzz23QwsI9me

 

Excerpts from Ryan's announcement speech

http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-ryans-announcement-speech/article/feed/418097

 

Suspicious suitcase found near Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms building in

downtown Oklahoma City.

http://newsok.com/suspicious-suitcase-found-near-bureau-of-alcohol-tobacco-and-

firearms-building-in-downtown-oklahoma-city./article/3700530#ixzz23QyGx8AC

 

Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out of the

wrong hands

http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-

guns-out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207#ixzz23QtwjaGS

 

Eat Mor Chikin: Obama directs $170 million government purchase of meat

http://newsok.com/eat-mor-chikin-obama-directs-170-million-government-purchase-

of-meat/article/feed/418927#ixzz23Qu9FY3F

 

How to buy a gun from a federally licensed firearm dealer in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/how-to-buy-a-gun-from-a-federally-licensed-firearm-dealer-in-

oklahoma/article/3700200#ixzz23Qv5jYQq

 

Oklahoma continues to lag in submitting mental health records to federal database
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-lag-in-submitting-mental-health-records-

to-federal-database/article/3700199#ixzz23QvF2vrk

 

Records to help identify persons prohibited from buying or owning a firearm are

extensive

http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-

owning-a-firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201#ixzz23QvTpVqu

 

Big crowds point to a Romney-Ryan edge?

http://newsok.com/big-crowds-point-to-a-romney-ryan-edge/article/feed/418655.

 

DNC chair claims not to know if Obama super PAC is Democratic

http://newsok.com/dnc-chair-claims-not-to-know-if-obama-super-pac-is-

democratic/article/feed/418677#ixzz23QwKeCev

 

Edmond Public Transportation Committee wants to create a trust for accepting

donations to bus system

http://newsok.com/edmond-public-transportation-committee-wants-to-create-a-trust-

for-accepting-donations-to-bus-system/article/3699849#ixzz23QxcNFjH

 

Vandals shoot paintballs at OKC mosque

http://newsok.com/vandals-shoot-paintballs-at-okc-mosque/article/3700402

 

Design standards for high-density housing will be topic of Norman meeting

http://newsok.com/design-standards-for-high-density-housing-will-be-topic-of-

norman-meeting/article/3699863#ixzz23Qymitf4

 

Steel mill polluted town as Romney firm profited

http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-

profited/article/feed/418038#ixzz23QzMvq5h

 

Oklahoma health care providers to receive $15.3 million in HMO insolvency case

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-health-care-providers-to-receive-15.3-million-in-hmo-

insolvency-case/article/3699924#ixzz23QzcYbAT

 

Oklahoma City commercial property firm earns digital bragging rights

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-commercial-property-firm-earns-digital-bragging-

rights/article/3699919#ixzz23QzoUGjS

 

Oklahoma-based Continental Resources shareholders approve purchase

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-based-continental-resources-shareholders-approve-

purchase/article/3699922?custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news

 

Kansas primaries offer some lessons for Oklahoma Republicans

http://newsok.com/kansas-primaries-offer-some-lessons-for-oklahoma-

republicans/article/3699824#ixzz23R0K7heb

 

Increase in gas prices produces a mouthful of rhetoric
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http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-

rhetoric/article/3699812#ixzz23R0SvJmc

 

In Oklahoma, Americans Elect ticket remains theoretical

http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-

theoretical/article/3699813

 

Cost-shifting will only continue under Obamacare

http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814

 

ScissorTales: Obama's divisive ads a drawback to Olympic TV experience

http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-

experience/article/3699803#ixzz23R1EKakF

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

DHS seeks names of Children's Rights' sources

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=707&articleid=20120811_11_A1_TheOkl868458

 

Oklahoma politicians react to Ryan selection

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120811_16_0_Heresw488568

 

Attorney general's office investigates allegations against state parole board

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120811_11_A13_CUTLIN595426

 

Wildfire damage statistics growing as fire subsides

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_12_A1_CUTLIN310887

 

DA holds firm on stance that parole board is violating law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A13_Oklaho452842

 

Inmates feel heat in prison

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN886424

 

Inmate letters are ticket to early parole list

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A16_Aforme187220
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Analysis: Fallin could lose debate with herself over 'Obamacare'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN577885

 

State law bars data on mentally ill from criminal database

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A18_OKLAHO731234

 

Political Report, Wayne Greene: Fallin made good move as consoler-in-chief after

fires

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN790864

 

Political Notebook: Budget discussion

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN100204

 

Sunday Morning Quarterback: Mary Fallin... Richard Morrissette... Oklahoma

Democrats

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_hGovMa738966

 

Cantor, local Republican leaders rally around Bridenstine in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=688&articleid=20120811_16_A13_ULNSeu380724

 

City's August sales-tax revenue up 6.5 percent yet below estimates

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120811_16_A17_Thecit91440

 

Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418

 

Area cities explore Vision2 possibilities

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A1_CUTLIN558339

 

Councilors lean toward Vision2 approval

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A9_CUTLIN669335

 

Obama pledges all-out response to drought

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120811_13_0_WASHIN269517

 

Group asks McAlester to reinstate cross to signs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=12&articleid=20120813_12_0_MAETRS847419

 

Vandals shoot paintballs at Oklahoma City mosque

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=18&articleid=20120813_18_0_OKLAHO882011

 

Residences fear new chicken houses will harm Illinois River

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_12_A9_CUTLIN219906

 

Tribe's online loan companies under fire

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A12_RDRCht963306

 

Families search for relief after homes lost in fires

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A1_MANNFO32884

 

Cause of blast at Okla company in Elk City under investigation

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120812_12_0_ELKCIT238311

 

Woman accused of biting off man's ear

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_450_0_BROKEN939895

 

I-244 bridge construction on schedule despite record heat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN681818

 

Tulsa-area DHS official sees bright future with reforms

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN168574

 

Accused courthouse shooter set for mental competency trial Monday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120813_11_0_Amnwoi196514

 

Initiative works to reduce amount of elective early births

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120813_17_A9_Atrabg357558

 

TU to offer course in philanthropy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A9_Afterm236471

 

Water use levels off, rationing still in effect
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A4_bbTuls255170

 

Program provides specialty care to uninsured

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120813_17_A12_CUTLIN11083

 

Tulsa police e-ticket numbers revenue increases; yet statistics for black drivers

double

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A1_CUTLIN820137

 

Medical Examiner's anthropologist works to identify remains of 'lonely dead'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A21_CUTLIN17386

 

A 'pox'

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_CUTLIN971840

 

Latest Mars probe searches for signs of life

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_Snehmn19888

 

Highway help

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Thefut242181

 

Note to parole board: Follow the law

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Heresa916696

 

Knocked down

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120812_215_G6_CUTLIN621992

 

CNG deserves same incentives as electric cars

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20120812_213_G1_Idonto881730

 

Motorists want to know

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120812_211_G1_CUTLIN621942

 

Cowardly lions

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120805_214_G1_emMagi472514
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Continental Resources shareholders approve Wheatland Oil purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/continental-resources-shareholders-

overwhelmingly-approve-purchase-of-wheatland-oil-energy/

 

Chesapeake faces DOJ probe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/chesapeake-faces-doj-probe-energy/

 

Syntroleum boosts its production

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/syntroleum-boosts-its-production-energy/

 

US Highland coming full cycle: Tulsa firm makes pacts, plots jobs as it returns to its

roots

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/us-highland-coming-full-cycle-tulsa-firm-makes-

pacts-plots-jobs-as-it-returns-to-its-roots/

 

Donations dwindling for state’s juvenile justice system gift program

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/donations-dwindling-for-states-juvenile-justice-

system-gift-program-capitol/

 

Experts: Soybean oil tires could affect other commodities

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/experts-soybean-oil-tires-could-affect-other-

commodities-general-news/

 

Texas firm plots retail development in Broken Arrow

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/texas-firm-plots-retail-development-in-broken-

arrow-real-estate/

 

U.S. budget deficit totals $974B through July

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/u-s-budget-deficit-totals-974b-through-july-

finance/

 

Google cutting 4,000 workers at Motorola Mobility, 20 percent of unit's work force

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GOOGLE_MOTOROLA_LAYOFFS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

US stocks fall after Japan reports weak economic growth, adding to fears of Asian

slowdown

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Around Town: HeartLine awards set

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/around-town-heartline-awards-set-opinion-2/
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Morgan: Propelling the state

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/morgan-propelling-the-state-opinion/

 

Roth: State leads way in natural gas solutions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/roth-state-leads-way-in-natural-gas-solutions-

opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Heat affecting guards, inmates at state prisons

 

Obama pledges drought response

 

Law bars records release for purchases
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/morgan-propelling-the-state-opinion/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/roth-state-leads-way-in-natural-gas-solutions-opinion/
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x994534736/Law-bars-records-release-for-purchases
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/


http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 11-13, 2012
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 9:30:05 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma elections: Republicans fight to fill Oklahoma Senate District 17 seat left

vacant by Democrat

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-elections-republicans-fight-to-fill-oklahoma-senate-

district-17-seat-left-vacant-by-democrat/article/3700210#ixzz23QvxNfFt

 

Race for Oklahoma County court clerk heats up

http://newsok.com/race-for-oklahoma-county-court-clerk-heats-

up/article/3700216#ixzz23Qw84DFh

 

Tea party gets its man in Ryan for vice president

http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-

president/article/feed/418841#ixzz23QtfCOwl

 

What they said: Oklahoma political leaders comment on choice of Rep. Paul Ryan as

GOP running mate

http://newsok.com/what-they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-

of-rep.-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-mate/article/3700258#ixzz23QwsI9me

 

Excerpts from Ryan's announcement speech

http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-ryans-announcement-speech/article/feed/418097

 

Suspicious suitcase found near Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms building in

downtown Oklahoma City.

http://newsok.com/suspicious-suitcase-found-near-bureau-of-alcohol-tobacco-and-

firearms-building-in-downtown-oklahoma-city./article/3700530#ixzz23QyGx8AC

 

Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out of the

wrong hands

http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-

guns-out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207#ixzz23QtwjaGS

 

Eat Mor Chikin: Obama directs $170 million government purchase of meat

http://newsok.com/eat-mor-chikin-obama-directs-170-million-government-purchase-

of-meat/article/feed/418927#ixzz23Qu9FY3F

 

How to buy a gun from a federally licensed firearm dealer in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/how-to-buy-a-gun-from-a-federally-licensed-firearm-dealer-in-

oklahoma/article/3700200#ixzz23Qv5jYQq

 

Oklahoma continues to lag in submitting mental health records to federal database
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Continental Resources shareholders approve Wheatland Oil purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/continental-resources-shareholders-

overwhelmingly-approve-purchase-of-wheatland-oil-energy/

 

Chesapeake faces DOJ probe

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/chesapeake-faces-doj-probe-energy/

 

Syntroleum boosts its production

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/syntroleum-boosts-its-production-energy/

 

US Highland coming full cycle: Tulsa firm makes pacts, plots jobs as it returns to its

roots

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/us-highland-coming-full-cycle-tulsa-firm-makes-

pacts-plots-jobs-as-it-returns-to-its-roots/

 

Donations dwindling for state’s juvenile justice system gift program

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/donations-dwindling-for-states-juvenile-justice-

system-gift-program-capitol/

 

Experts: Soybean oil tires could affect other commodities

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/experts-soybean-oil-tires-could-affect-other-

commodities-general-news/

 

Texas firm plots retail development in Broken Arrow

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/texas-firm-plots-retail-development-in-broken-

arrow-real-estate/

 

U.S. budget deficit totals $974B through July

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/u-s-budget-deficit-totals-974b-through-july-

finance/

 

Google cutting 4,000 workers at Motorola Mobility, 20 percent of unit's work force

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GOOGLE_MOTOROLA_LAYOFFS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

US stocks fall after Japan reports weak economic growth, adding to fears of Asian

slowdown

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_WALL_STREET?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Around Town: HeartLine awards set

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/around-town-heartline-awards-set-opinion-2/
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Morgan: Propelling the state

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/morgan-propelling-the-state-opinion/

 

Roth: State leads way in natural gas solutions

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/roth-state-leads-way-in-natural-gas-solutions-

opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Heat affecting guards, inmates at state prisons

 

Obama pledges drought response

 

Law bars records release for purchases
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/morgan-propelling-the-state-opinion/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/roth-state-leads-way-in-natural-gas-solutions-opinion/
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1344399014/Heat-affecting-guards-inmates-at-state-prisons
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x585465188/Obama-pledges-drought-response
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x994534736/Law-bars-records-release-for-purchases
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.usatoday.com/


http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
http://stateline.org/live/
http://news.oeta.tv/
http://www.news9.com/
http://www.koco.com/
http://www.kfor.com/
http://www.okcfox.com/
http://www.newson6.com/
http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 8, 2012
Date: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 9:52:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at GOP national convention

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-to-speak-at-gop-national-

convention/article/3699026#ixzz22xfzHLuK

 

Oklahoma wildfires: Six wildfires in Cleveland County suspicious, fire chief says

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-six-wildfires-in-cleveland-county-suspicious-

fire-chief-says/article/3698885#ixzz22xhYoTFg

 

Oklahoma City area storms knock out power to 20,000, some homes evacuated

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-area-storms-knock-out-power-to-20000-some-

homes-evacuated/article/3698982#ixzz22xhulr2B

 

Oklahoma wildfires take a toll on fire departments

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-take-a-toll-on-fire-

departments/article/3699021#ixzz22xjtjLlj

 

Appeals court sides with Nestle in 5-year battle over Ozarka Water

http://newsok.com/appeals-court-sides-with-nestle-in-5-year-battle-over-ozarka-

water/article/3699013#ixzz22xkMEExq

 

Grocery distributor, manufacturers could get Oklahoma City job-creation incentives

http://newsok.com/grocery-distributor-manufacturers-could-get-oklahoma-city-job-

creation-incentives/article/3699020#ixzz22xkWy4gf
 
Rain barrels are available in Edmond

http://newsok.com/rain-barrels-are-available-in-edmond/article/3698986

 

Oklahoma football: Bad news mounts for OU, but offensive linemen won't be the thing

that keeps them from a title

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-football-bad-news-mounts-for-ou-but-offensive-

linemen-wont-be-the-thing-that-keeps-them-from-a-

title/article/3699010#ixzz22xjXKE6o

 

Chesapeake to cut natural gas production

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-cut-natural-gas-production/article/3699062

 

Late payments on home loans hit three-year low

http://newsok.com/late-payments-on-home-loans-hit-three-year-

low/article/3699161#ixzz22xml0Owb
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President's tax plan, looming defense cuts would hurt Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/presidents-tax-plan-looming-defense-cuts-would-hurt-

oklahoma/article/3698949#ixzz22xnFUVDa

 

Guthrie boy, 12, lost 85 pounds and hopes to inspire others

http://newsok.com/guthrie-boy-12-lost-85-pounds-and-hopes-to-inspire-

others/article/3698980#ixzz22xskr2Wp

 
Curiosity sends back flood of new views from Mars

http://newsok.com/curiosity-sends-back-flood-of-new-views-from-

mars/article/feed/416391#ixzz22xt1s05G

 

US stocks dip as gloom in EU overshadows US earns

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-dip-as-gloom-in-eu-overshadows-us-

earns/article/feed/416488#ixzz22xtAMP5c

 

US stocks dip as gloom in EU overshadows US earns

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-dip-as-gloom-in-eu-overshadows-us-

earns/article/feed/416488#ixzz22xtAMP5c

 

Oklahoma residents and companies to be honored for addiction education efforts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-residents-and-companies-to-be-honored-for-addiction-

education-efforts/article/3698985#ixzz22xtOAcdb

 

Enrollment holds steady at Oklahoma City Public Schools

http://newsok.com/enrollment-holds-steady-at-oklahoma-city-public-

schools/article/3698984#ixzz22xtWbG00

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Health insurance exchanges fought in Oklahoma, 28 other states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120808_16_A1_Plansf707901

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at Republican National Convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN184951

 

Fire victims assess damage as federal assistance may be needed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_A1_CUTLIN719838

 

Fire crews get little help from Tuesday rain; strong winds a danger Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_Cesfgt419837
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Numerous state wildfires appear to be suspicious, officials say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=716&articleid=20120808_12_A4_OKLAHO926181

 

Coburn: Republicans and Democrats responsible for economic problems

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN449369

 

US starts landmark Agent Orange cleanup in Vietnam

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120808_13_0_DANANG531828

 

Tulsa Transit adds buses to six routes in push to cut wait times

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A9_CUTLIN686969

 

Missouri GOP chooses Akin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120808_13_A7_JEFFER271631

 

U.S. House Majority Leader Cantor to stump for Bridenstine on Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_USHous155176

 

Storm damages 21 homes in Comanche County

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_LAWTON348417

 

Oklahoma City man accused of punching pregnant girlfriend, woman's brother

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO783865

 

Oklahoma County jail suicide prompts expanded detention officer training

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO23970

 

Man is accused of robbing Midwest City ice cream van over melted treat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO938659

 

Family, friends can be big help in overwhelming situations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=716&articleid=20120808_17_A4_People703367

 

Woman arrested after baby suffers skull fracture, bite marks

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_450_0_Awoman343918
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Process set for undocumented youthful immigrants to remain in the U.S.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=521&articleid=20120808_11_A1_Undocu41616

 

Suspect in attack on elderly couple told police he slapped woman, beat "the old man,"

detective testifies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A9_CUTLIN196395

 

City of Owasso sued over suspension of defensive-tactics program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN731118

 

Three more men charged in assault on Tulsa minister

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120808_11_A5_ULNSbM164161

 

Former Tulsa police officer's bid for new trial is contested

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=443&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN785650

 

Best Buy shooting suspects slated for hearing Sept. 17

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A5_CUTLIN315106

 

Voluntary water usage restrictions still in effect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_11_A4_Thecit999520

 

Editorial: More research could silence climate-change debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_Wehryu171163

 

Editorial: State's veterans care system cries for reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_TheOkl811215
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Fallin tapped to speak at GOP convention in Fla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/fallin-tapped-to-speak-at-gop-convention-in-fla-

capitol/

 

Turning point: Project injecting new life into Kendall-Whittier neighborhood
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/turning-point-project-injecting-new-life-into-

kendall-whittier-real-estate/

 

Analysts: Chesapeake on right track

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/analysts-chesapeake-on-right-track/

 

Otter Tail seeks to sell wind tower plants

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/otter-tail-sells-wind-tower-plants-energy/

 

Camaraderie and clients: Liability insurance firm has unique relationship with

policyholders

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/camaraderie-and-clients-liability-insurance-firm-

has-unique-relationship-with-policyholders-finance/

 

OKC mulls changes to economic development programs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/okc-mulls-changes-to-economic-development-

programs-finance/

 

Trust OKs $400,000 in TIF funds for Carnegie Centre project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/trust-oks-400000-in-tif-funds-for-carnegie-

centre-project-real-estate/

 

American Bar Association nods to technology with new rule

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/american-bar-association-nods-to-technology-

with-new-rule-law/

 

Agriculture fire damages expected to be high

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/agriculture-fire-damages-expected-to-be-high-

general-news/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
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http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm


Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, August 8, 2012
Date: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 9:52:18 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at GOP national convention

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-to-speak-at-gop-national-

convention/article/3699026#ixzz22xfzHLuK

 

Oklahoma wildfires: Six wildfires in Cleveland County suspicious, fire chief says

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-six-wildfires-in-cleveland-county-suspicious-

fire-chief-says/article/3698885#ixzz22xhYoTFg

 

Oklahoma City area storms knock out power to 20,000, some homes evacuated

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-area-storms-knock-out-power-to-20000-some-

homes-evacuated/article/3698982#ixzz22xhulr2B

 

Oklahoma wildfires take a toll on fire departments

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-take-a-toll-on-fire-

departments/article/3699021#ixzz22xjtjLlj

 

Appeals court sides with Nestle in 5-year battle over Ozarka Water

http://newsok.com/appeals-court-sides-with-nestle-in-5-year-battle-over-ozarka-

water/article/3699013#ixzz22xkMEExq

 

Grocery distributor, manufacturers could get Oklahoma City job-creation incentives

http://newsok.com/grocery-distributor-manufacturers-could-get-oklahoma-city-job-

creation-incentives/article/3699020#ixzz22xkWy4gf
 
Rain barrels are available in Edmond

http://newsok.com/rain-barrels-are-available-in-edmond/article/3698986

 

Oklahoma football: Bad news mounts for OU, but offensive linemen won't be the thing

that keeps them from a title

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-football-bad-news-mounts-for-ou-but-offensive-

linemen-wont-be-the-thing-that-keeps-them-from-a-

title/article/3699010#ixzz22xjXKE6o

 

Chesapeake to cut natural gas production

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-cut-natural-gas-production/article/3699062

 

Late payments on home loans hit three-year low

http://newsok.com/late-payments-on-home-loans-hit-three-year-

low/article/3699161#ixzz22xml0Owb
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President's tax plan, looming defense cuts would hurt Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/presidents-tax-plan-looming-defense-cuts-would-hurt-

oklahoma/article/3698949#ixzz22xnFUVDa

 

Guthrie boy, 12, lost 85 pounds and hopes to inspire others

http://newsok.com/guthrie-boy-12-lost-85-pounds-and-hopes-to-inspire-

others/article/3698980#ixzz22xskr2Wp

 
Curiosity sends back flood of new views from Mars

http://newsok.com/curiosity-sends-back-flood-of-new-views-from-

mars/article/feed/416391#ixzz22xt1s05G

 

US stocks dip as gloom in EU overshadows US earns

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-dip-as-gloom-in-eu-overshadows-us-

earns/article/feed/416488#ixzz22xtAMP5c

 

US stocks dip as gloom in EU overshadows US earns

http://newsok.com/us-stocks-dip-as-gloom-in-eu-overshadows-us-

earns/article/feed/416488#ixzz22xtAMP5c

 

Oklahoma residents and companies to be honored for addiction education efforts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-residents-and-companies-to-be-honored-for-addiction-

education-efforts/article/3698985#ixzz22xtOAcdb

 

Enrollment holds steady at Oklahoma City Public Schools

http://newsok.com/enrollment-holds-steady-at-oklahoma-city-public-

schools/article/3698984#ixzz22xtWbG00

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Health insurance exchanges fought in Oklahoma, 28 other states

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120808_16_A1_Plansf707901

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at Republican National Convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN184951

 

Fire victims assess damage as federal assistance may be needed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_A1_CUTLIN719838

 

Fire crews get little help from Tuesday rain; strong winds a danger Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_Cesfgt419837
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Numerous state wildfires appear to be suspicious, officials say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=716&articleid=20120808_12_A4_OKLAHO926181

 

Coburn: Republicans and Democrats responsible for economic problems

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN449369

 

US starts landmark Agent Orange cleanup in Vietnam

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120808_13_0_DANANG531828

 

Tulsa Transit adds buses to six routes in push to cut wait times

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A9_CUTLIN686969

 

Missouri GOP chooses Akin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120808_13_A7_JEFFER271631

 

U.S. House Majority Leader Cantor to stump for Bridenstine on Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_USHous155176

 

Storm damages 21 homes in Comanche County

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_LAWTON348417

 

Oklahoma City man accused of punching pregnant girlfriend, woman's brother

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO783865

 

Oklahoma County jail suicide prompts expanded detention officer training

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO23970

 

Man is accused of robbing Midwest City ice cream van over melted treat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120808_12_0_OKLAHO938659

 

Family, friends can be big help in overwhelming situations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=716&articleid=20120808_17_A4_People703367

 

Woman arrested after baby suffers skull fracture, bite marks

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_450_0_Awoman343918
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Process set for undocumented youthful immigrants to remain in the U.S.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=521&articleid=20120808_11_A1_Undocu41616

 

Suspect in attack on elderly couple told police he slapped woman, beat "the old man,"

detective testifies

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A9_CUTLIN196395

 

City of Owasso sued over suspension of defensive-tactics program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN731118

 

Three more men charged in assault on Tulsa minister

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=450&articleid=20120808_11_A5_ULNSbM164161

 

Former Tulsa police officer's bid for new trial is contested

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=443&articleid=20120808_11_A5_CUTLIN785650

 

Best Buy shooting suspects slated for hearing Sept. 17

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20120808_14_A5_CUTLIN315106

 

Voluntary water usage restrictions still in effect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_11_A4_Thecit999520

 

Editorial: More research could silence climate-change debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_Wehryu171163

 

Editorial: State's veterans care system cries for reform

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_TheOkl811215
 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Fallin tapped to speak at GOP convention in Fla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/fallin-tapped-to-speak-at-gop-convention-in-fla-

capitol/

 

Turning point: Project injecting new life into Kendall-Whittier neighborhood
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/turning-point-project-injecting-new-life-into-

kendall-whittier-real-estate/

 

Analysts: Chesapeake on right track

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/analysts-chesapeake-on-right-track/

 

Otter Tail seeks to sell wind tower plants

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/otter-tail-sells-wind-tower-plants-energy/

 

Camaraderie and clients: Liability insurance firm has unique relationship with

policyholders

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/camaraderie-and-clients-liability-insurance-firm-

has-unique-relationship-with-policyholders-finance/

 

OKC mulls changes to economic development programs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/okc-mulls-changes-to-economic-development-

programs-finance/

 

Trust OKs $400,000 in TIF funds for Carnegie Centre project

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/trust-oks-400000-in-tif-funds-for-carnegie-

centre-project-real-estate/

 

American Bar Association nods to technology with new rule

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/american-bar-association-nods-to-technology-

with-new-rule-law/

 

Agriculture fire damages expected to be high

http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/agriculture-fire-damages-expected-to-be-high-

general-news/
 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
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http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/calendar.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/journals.html
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm


Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
 
New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Aug. 24, 2011
Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2011 9:31:21 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma City names new finance director

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-names-new-finance-director/article/3597495?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

Oklahoma City teenager accused in death of his baby sister held without bail

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-teenager-accused-in-death-of-his-baby-sister-

held-without-bail/article/3597522#ixzz1Vx9deEVO

Oklahoma heat wave continues 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-heat-wave-continues/article/3597475

Proposed Route 66 changes in Oklahoma come with concerns 

http://newsok.com/proposed-route-66-changes-in-oklahoma-come-with-

concerns/article/3597448#ixzz1VxAKjbx9

Norman United Way programs get funding boost 

http://newsok.com/norman-united-way-programs-get-funding-boost/article/3597355?

custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

Midwest City teen who hacked grandparents to death pleads guilty to murder, arson

http://newsok.com/midwest-city-teen-who-hacked-grandparents-to-death-pleads-

guilty-to-murder-arson/article/3597337#ixzz1VxAjxrM1

Judge throws out 23 felony counts in former police officer's molestation case

http://newsok.com/judge-throws-out-23-felony-counts-in-former-police-officers-

molestation-case/article/3597523#ixzz1VxB4JxQ1

Edmond mayor calls public safety center key to future

http://newsok.com/edmond-mayor-calls-public-safety-center-key-to-

future/article/3597394#ixzz1VxBVOtRC

Gov. Mary Fallin makes appointments to medical board 

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-makes-appointments-to-medical-

board/article/3597516#ixzz1VxBdTeS1

U.S. Army 1st Lt. Michael Behenna criticizes military justice system

http://newsok.com/u.s.-army-1st-lt.-michael-behenna-criticizes-military-justice-

system/article/3597480#ixzz1VxBo5As0

 

States may get second chance at insurance exchange
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http://newsok.com/states-may-get-second-chance-at-insurance-

exchange/article/3597563#ixzz1VxBvun5k

 

Obama administration unveils plan to ax hundreds of rules

http://newsok.com/obama-administration-unveils-plan-to-ax-hundreds-of-

rules/article/3597491#ixzz1VxC3cslu

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs for Aug. 24, 2011

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-briefs-for-aug.-24-2011/article/3597515

Attorney for Cherokee freedmen questions timing of tribal court ruling

http://newsok.com/attorney-for-cherokee-freedmen-questions-timing-of-tribal-court-

ruling/article/3597492#ixzz1VxCLamoX

Seventh contender files for Oklahoma House post 

http://newsok.com/seventh-contender-files-for-oklahoma-house-post/article/3597305

Staff of Oklahoma delegation feels DC quake

http://newsok.com/staff-of-oklahoma-delegation-feels-dc-quake/article/3597391

Algae warning closes Fort Gibson Lake swimming area

http://newsok.com/algae-warning-closes-fort-gibson-lake-swimming-

area/article/3597520#ixzz1VxCyzZ3z

Errors in testing data hold up results for districts, students

http://newsok.com/errors-in-testing-data-hold-up-results-for-districts-

students/article/3597644#ixzz1VxDANjFS

Choctaw-Nicoma Park students start year in updated schools 

http://newsok.com/choctaw-nicoma-park-students-start-year-in-updated-

schools/article/3597349#ixzz1VxDHwjJo

Gallup poll: Oklahoma among top states in job growth 

http://newsok.com/gallup-poll-oklahoma-among-top-states-in-job-

growth/article/3597614#ixzz1VxDVVxMz

Oklahoma bank profits grow nearly 25 percent

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-bank-profits-grow-nearly-25-percent/article/3597600

 

Cherokee Nation Businesses partners with Walmart

http://newsok.com/cherokee-nation-businesses-partners-with-

walmart/article/3597481

 

CBO: Budget deficit to hit $1.28T, down slightly

http://newsok.com/cbo-budget-deficit-to-hit-1.28t-down-

slightly/article/feed/288824#ixzz1VxE4EAqh

Survey: Employers consider ending health coverage
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http://newsok.com/survey-employers-consider-ending-health-

coverage/article/feed/288817

 

Oil near $85 after mixed US crude supply report

http://newsok.com/oil-near-85-after-mixed-us-crude-supply-

report/article/feed/288417#ixzz1VxELgauk

Local wheat sees revival in former grain states 

http://newsok.com/local-wheat-sees-revival-in-former-grain-

states/article/feed/288765#ixzz1VxESnc1H

 

36 Oklahoma firms make Inc. list of fastest growing companies 

http://newsok.com/36-oklahoma-firms-make-inc.-list-of-fastest-growing-

companies/article/3597485#ixzz1VxEaR968

 

Big banks offer payday loan by another name

http://newsok.com/big-banks-offer-payday-loan-by-another-

name/article/3597477#ixzz1VxEjAz5V

Longevity insurance covers longer life spans 

http://newsok.com/longevity-insurance-covers-longer-life-spans/article/3597620

Is it time to consider earthquake insurance?

http://newsok.com/is-it-time-to-consider-earthquake-insurance/article/3597619

August shaping up to be worst for stocks since 1998

http://newsok.com/august-shaping-up-to-be-worst-for-stocks-since-

1998/article/3597519#ixzz1VxFAAcAk

Indian business summit kicks off Tuesday in Norman

http://newsok.com/indian-business-summit-kicks-off-tuesday-in-

norman/article/3597508#ixzz1VxFH53TT

USGS boosts amount of Marcellus Shale gas reserves

http://newsok.com/usgs-boosts-amount-of-marcellus-shale-gas-

reserves/article/feed/288636#ixzz1VxFUCYyp

Stocks jump; Dow has its best gain in 2 weeks 

http://newsok.com/stocks-jump-dow-has-its-best-gain-in-2-

weeks/article/feed/288367#ixzz1VxFf2gtw

Oklahoma not alone in capitalizing on right turn in 2010 elections 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-not-alone-in-capitalizing-on-right-turn-in-2010-

elections/article/3597332#ixzz1VxFozNMi

 

Security deposit for use of Capitol rotundas a reasonable idea 

http://newsok.com/security-deposit-for-use-of-capitol-rotundas-a-reasonable-

idea/article/3597331#ixzz1VxFw0ben
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Tax reform task forcebegins to take shape
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Deliberations in police trial enter fourth day 
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Administration moves plan to ax hundreds of rules 
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FlightSafety opens $42M Broken Arrow facility
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Oklahoma City Council to consider convention center issues
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Pruitt: EPA rule could cost $150M
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/tulsa-pipeline-expo-targets-growth-energy/

 

Oil above $85 on economic news and weaker dollar
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Emerging from darkness
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Feds resist control for hydrocodone
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Perry says no to ‘Obamacare,’ but what’s his plan?
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Back-to-school can mean vaccines for tweens, teens 
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New data spill shows risk of online health records
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Hospitals are giving faster heart care, study says

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/hospitals-are-giving-faster-heart-care-study-

says-health-care/

 

Changes to Pre-Paid Legal Services in works
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Lawmakers support water rights lawsuit by tribes 
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New law puts spotlight on workers’ comp
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Cherokee tribal court reverses order voiding amendment
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Daughter files for late father’s Okla. House seat
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Stocks jump; Dow has best gain in 2 weeks
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FDIC: Number of problem banks fell to 865 in Q2
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http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

No headlines were available today.
 

 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
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Dallas Morning News
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New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
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USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
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Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
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Oklahoma City names new finance director

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-names-new-finance-director/article/3597495?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

Oklahoma City teenager accused in death of his baby sister held without bail

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-teenager-accused-in-death-of-his-baby-sister-

held-without-bail/article/3597522#ixzz1Vx9deEVO

Oklahoma heat wave continues 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-heat-wave-continues/article/3597475

Proposed Route 66 changes in Oklahoma come with concerns 

http://newsok.com/proposed-route-66-changes-in-oklahoma-come-with-

concerns/article/3597448#ixzz1VxAKjbx9

Norman United Way programs get funding boost 

http://newsok.com/norman-united-way-programs-get-funding-boost/article/3597355?

custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

Midwest City teen who hacked grandparents to death pleads guilty to murder, arson

http://newsok.com/midwest-city-teen-who-hacked-grandparents-to-death-pleads-

guilty-to-murder-arson/article/3597337#ixzz1VxAjxrM1

Judge throws out 23 felony counts in former police officer's molestation case

http://newsok.com/judge-throws-out-23-felony-counts-in-former-police-officers-

molestation-case/article/3597523#ixzz1VxB4JxQ1

Edmond mayor calls public safety center key to future

http://newsok.com/edmond-mayor-calls-public-safety-center-key-to-

future/article/3597394#ixzz1VxBVOtRC

Gov. Mary Fallin makes appointments to medical board 

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-makes-appointments-to-medical-

board/article/3597516#ixzz1VxBdTeS1

U.S. Army 1st Lt. Michael Behenna criticizes military justice system

http://newsok.com/u.s.-army-1st-lt.-michael-behenna-criticizes-military-justice-

system/article/3597480#ixzz1VxBo5As0

 

States may get second chance at insurance exchange
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http://newsok.com/states-may-get-second-chance-at-insurance-

exchange/article/3597563#ixzz1VxBvun5k

 

Obama administration unveils plan to ax hundreds of rules

http://newsok.com/obama-administration-unveils-plan-to-ax-hundreds-of-

rules/article/3597491#ixzz1VxC3cslu

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs for Aug. 24, 2011

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-briefs-for-aug.-24-2011/article/3597515

Attorney for Cherokee freedmen questions timing of tribal court ruling

http://newsok.com/attorney-for-cherokee-freedmen-questions-timing-of-tribal-court-

ruling/article/3597492#ixzz1VxCLamoX

Seventh contender files for Oklahoma House post 

http://newsok.com/seventh-contender-files-for-oklahoma-house-post/article/3597305

Staff of Oklahoma delegation feels DC quake

http://newsok.com/staff-of-oklahoma-delegation-feels-dc-quake/article/3597391

Algae warning closes Fort Gibson Lake swimming area

http://newsok.com/algae-warning-closes-fort-gibson-lake-swimming-

area/article/3597520#ixzz1VxCyzZ3z

Errors in testing data hold up results for districts, students

http://newsok.com/errors-in-testing-data-hold-up-results-for-districts-

students/article/3597644#ixzz1VxDANjFS

Choctaw-Nicoma Park students start year in updated schools 

http://newsok.com/choctaw-nicoma-park-students-start-year-in-updated-

schools/article/3597349#ixzz1VxDHwjJo

Gallup poll: Oklahoma among top states in job growth 

http://newsok.com/gallup-poll-oklahoma-among-top-states-in-job-

growth/article/3597614#ixzz1VxDVVxMz

Oklahoma bank profits grow nearly 25 percent

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-bank-profits-grow-nearly-25-percent/article/3597600

 

Cherokee Nation Businesses partners with Walmart

http://newsok.com/cherokee-nation-businesses-partners-with-

walmart/article/3597481

 

CBO: Budget deficit to hit $1.28T, down slightly

http://newsok.com/cbo-budget-deficit-to-hit-1.28t-down-

slightly/article/feed/288824#ixzz1VxE4EAqh

Survey: Employers consider ending health coverage
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http://newsok.com/survey-employers-consider-ending-health-

coverage/article/feed/288817

 

Oil near $85 after mixed US crude supply report

http://newsok.com/oil-near-85-after-mixed-us-crude-supply-

report/article/feed/288417#ixzz1VxELgauk

Local wheat sees revival in former grain states 

http://newsok.com/local-wheat-sees-revival-in-former-grain-

states/article/feed/288765#ixzz1VxESnc1H

 

36 Oklahoma firms make Inc. list of fastest growing companies 

http://newsok.com/36-oklahoma-firms-make-inc.-list-of-fastest-growing-

companies/article/3597485#ixzz1VxEaR968

 

Big banks offer payday loan by another name

http://newsok.com/big-banks-offer-payday-loan-by-another-

name/article/3597477#ixzz1VxEjAz5V

Longevity insurance covers longer life spans 

http://newsok.com/longevity-insurance-covers-longer-life-spans/article/3597620

Is it time to consider earthquake insurance?

http://newsok.com/is-it-time-to-consider-earthquake-insurance/article/3597619

August shaping up to be worst for stocks since 1998

http://newsok.com/august-shaping-up-to-be-worst-for-stocks-since-

1998/article/3597519#ixzz1VxFAAcAk

Indian business summit kicks off Tuesday in Norman

http://newsok.com/indian-business-summit-kicks-off-tuesday-in-

norman/article/3597508#ixzz1VxFH53TT

USGS boosts amount of Marcellus Shale gas reserves

http://newsok.com/usgs-boosts-amount-of-marcellus-shale-gas-

reserves/article/feed/288636#ixzz1VxFUCYyp

Stocks jump; Dow has its best gain in 2 weeks 

http://newsok.com/stocks-jump-dow-has-its-best-gain-in-2-

weeks/article/feed/288367#ixzz1VxFf2gtw

Oklahoma not alone in capitalizing on right turn in 2010 elections 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-not-alone-in-capitalizing-on-right-turn-in-2010-

elections/article/3597332#ixzz1VxFozNMi

 

Security deposit for use of Capitol rotundas a reasonable idea 

http://newsok.com/security-deposit-for-use-of-capitol-rotundas-a-reasonable-

idea/article/3597331#ixzz1VxFw0ben
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Federal grants fund broadband access in remote areas of Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/federal-grants-fund-broadband-access-in-remote-areas-of-

oklahoma/article/3597330#ixzz1VxG2zJyL

Leadership Oklahoma City: 30 years of making a difference in the community

http://newsok.com/leadership-oklahoma-city-30-years-of-making-a-difference-in-the-

community/article/3597335#ixzz1VxGKf5Ex

Dana Murphy: Tackling complex issues requires collaboration

http://newsok.com/dana-murphy-tackling-complex-issues-requires-

collaboration/article/3597334?custom_click=headlines_widget

 
 

 
Tulsa World 

www.tulsaworld.com

Fallin to consider reducing drug dealer's sentence

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A9_CUTLIN375109

State superintendent cites school testing contractor errors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_19_A1_CUTLIN949120

Councilors question annexation proposal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_11_A1_CUTLIN112328

City denies carpet shop owner zoning code exception

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A9_Theown334917

Online district maps are out of date

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_11_A5_CUTLIN20884

Tax reform task forcebegins to take shape

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A14_OKLAHO536400

Corndog Classic run to benefit cancer research, United Way

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A2_ULNSon274654

Officials weigh entering Race to the Top early childhood education contest

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A8_WASHIN725947

Cars parked illegally in spaces for handicapped face reporting to police

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_11_A5_Thecit925651

Redistricting may give GOP a chance to shore up the House

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_13_A8_CUTLIN171567

Libya weapons stockpiles cause worry

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_13_A7_CUTLIN50697

Senator: F-16 deal with Taiwan might bypass Obama OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_13_A8_WASHIN10650

Residents wary of Route 66 improvements near Arcadia

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A14_EDMOND754691

Study: Slower mail could save USPS $1.5 billion a year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_222_A3_WASHIN145033

Fallen Soldier: Back On Sooner Soil

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110824_16_A10_Anhono572916

Woman lodges guilty plea in infant neglect death

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_12_A1_CUTLIN760988

Cascia Hall celebrates 25 years as coeducational school

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_19_A9_CUTLIN538856

Inhofe lays long list of nation’s ills at Obama’s feet

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_336_0_BROKEN695237

Freedmen descendants decry tribal court ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_11_0_THEUHD880826

Man uses scrapbooks to comfort families of fallen soldiers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_11_A2_CUTLIN158149
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Tax reform task forcebegins to take shape

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_16_A14_OKLAHO536400

Deliberations in police trial enter fourth day 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_443_0_hrimgs321170

Sites of 3 Osage Casinos now in full legal standing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_11_A1_ULNShs901654

Judge tosses firearms conviction of former Tulsa police officer

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_11_A1_CUTLIN487401

Hearing resumes for Oklahoma father accused of neglect

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_14_0_OKLAHO405926

Federal building stymies downtown growth

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110824_61_A12_Theren817891

Honey Springs battlefield improvement worthwhile

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110824_61_A12_Thebat339411

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Administration moves plan to ax hundreds of rules 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/administration-moves-plan-to-ax-hundreds-of-

rules-general-news/

 

More Western towns adopt ‘toilet to tap’ strategy to water conservation

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/more-western-towns-adopt-%e2%80%98toilet-

to-tap%e2%80%99-strategy-to-water-conservation-general-news/

 

Unique care concept: OU-Tulsa medical school builds clinic network through

community partnerships

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/unique-care-concept-ou-tulsa-medical-school-

builds-clinic-network-through-community-partnerships-health-care/

 

Hobby Lobby expanding headquarters 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/hobby-lobby-expanding-headquarters-real-

estate/

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_16_A14_OKLAHO536400
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20110824_16_A14_OKLAHO536400
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_443_0_hrimgs321170
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_443_0_hrimgs321170
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_11_A1_ULNShs901654
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_11_A1_ULNShs901654
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_11_A1_CUTLIN487401
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_11_A1_CUTLIN487401
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_14_0_OKLAHO405926
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20110824_14_0_OKLAHO405926
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110824_61_A12_Theren817891
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110824_61_A12_Theren817891
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110824_61_A12_Thebat339411
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110824_61_A12_Thebat339411
http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/administration-moves-plan-to-ax-hundreds-of-rules-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/administration-moves-plan-to-ax-hundreds-of-rules-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/more-western-towns-adopt-%e2%80%98toilet-to-tap%e2%80%99-strategy-to-water-conservation-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/more-western-towns-adopt-%e2%80%98toilet-to-tap%e2%80%99-strategy-to-water-conservation-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/unique-care-concept-ou-tulsa-medical-school-builds-clinic-network-through-community-partnerships-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/unique-care-concept-ou-tulsa-medical-school-builds-clinic-network-through-community-partnerships-health-care/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/hobby-lobby-expanding-headquarters-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/hobby-lobby-expanding-headquarters-real-estate/


 

FlightSafety opens $42M Broken Arrow facility

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/flightsafety-opens-42m-broken-arrow-facility-

aerospace/

 

Oklahoma City Council to consider convention center issues

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/okc-council-to-determine-fate-of-30-million-

station-real-estate/

 

Pruitt: EPA rule could cost $150M

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/pruitt-epa-rule-could-cost-150m-energy/

 

Tulsa Pipeline Expo targets growth 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/tulsa-pipeline-expo-targets-growth-energy/

 

Oil above $85 on economic news and weaker dollar

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/oil-above-85-on-economic-news-and-weaker-

dollar-energy/

 

Emerging from darkness

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/new-program-to-help-veterans-needing-mental-

health-treatment-health-care/

 

Feds resist control for hydrocodone

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/feds-resist-control-for-hydrocodone-health-care/

 

Perry says no to ‘Obamacare,’ but what’s his plan?

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/perry-says-no-to-

%e2%80%98obamacare%e2%80%99-but-what%e2%80%99s-his-plan-health-care/

 

Back-to-school can mean vaccines for tweens, teens 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/back-to-school-can-mean-vaccines-for-tweens-

teens-health-care/

 

New data spill shows risk of online health records

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/new-data-spill-shows-risk-of-online-health-

records-health-care/

 

Hospitals are giving faster heart care, study says

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/hospitals-are-giving-faster-heart-care-study-

says-health-care/

 

Changes to Pre-Paid Legal Services in works

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/changes-to-pre-paid-legal-services-in-works-

law/

 

Lawmakers support water rights lawsuit by tribes 

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/lawmakers-support-water-rights-lawsuit-by-
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tribes-law/

 

New law puts spotlight on workers’ comp

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/new-law-puts-spotlight-on-

workers%e2%80%99-comp-law/

 

Cherokee tribal court reverses order voiding amendment

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/cherokee-tribal-court-reverses-order-voiding-

amendment-law/

 

Daughter files for late father’s Okla. House seat

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/daughter-files-for-late-father%e2%80%99s-okla-

house-seat-capitol/

 

Stocks jump; Dow has best gain in 2 weeks

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/stocks-jump-dow-has-best-gain-in-2-weeks-

finance/

 

FDIC: Number of problem banks fell to 865 in Q2

http://journalrecord.com/2011/08/23/fdic-number-of-problem-banks-fell-to-865-in-q2-

finance/

 
 
Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

No headlines were available today.
 

 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

National and regional media:
 

 

Dallas Morning News
http://www.dallasnews.com/
 
DMN Politics:
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/
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New York Times:
http://www.nytimes.com/
 
Washington Post:
www.washingtonpost.com
 
USA TODAY
http://www.usatoday.com/
 
USA Today States:
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm
 

Stateline:
http://stateline.org/live/
 
 
Local broadcast media:
 
OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Apr. 2-4, 2011
Date: Monday, April 04, 2011 10:07:08 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Fallin hopes to keep insurance exchange idea alive this session

http://newsok.com/gov.-fallin-hopes-to-keep-insurance-exchange-idea-alive-this-

session/article/3555106#ixzz1IYpPz4d5

 

Labor union debate heats up in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/labor-union-debate-heats-up-in-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3554907#ixzz1IYq2fgjk

 

Former Oklahoma lawmaker sought to limit state's regulation of assisted living

centers

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-lawmaker-sought-to-limit-states-regulation-of-

assisted-living-centers/article/3554761#ixzz1IYqxRa4P

 

Ethical scrapes nothing new for indicted former Oklahoma Senate leader and lobbyist

http://newsok.com/ethical-scrapes-nothing-new-for-indicted-former-oklahoma-

senate-leader-and-lobbyist/article/3554989#ixzz1IYoKvxvn
 
Raising bar for graduation worries some

http://newsok.com/raising-bar-for-graduation-worries-some/article/3555143
 
Oklahoma's new graduation requirements

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-new-graduation-requirements/article/3555142
 
Funding Achieving Classroom Excellence requirements

http://newsok.com/funding-achieving-classroom-excellence-

requirements/article/3555141
 
Cracks found in 3 grounded Southwest planes; possible electrical problem diverts

another jet

 http://newsok.com/cracks-found-in-3-grounded-southwest-planes-possible-

electrical-problem-diverts-another-jet/article/3555311#ixzz1IYmah1H7

 

Obama announces re-election bid in web video

http://newsok.com/obama-announces-re-election-bid-in-web-video/article/3555309?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Inhofe rejects request by U.S. official to persuade African leader to leave

http://newsok.com/inhofe-rejects-request-by-u.s.-official-to-persuade-african-leader-

to-leave/article/3555294#ixzz1IYnGo2aB
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New discoveries may await in study of Green Collection of ancient biblical texts

 http://newsok.com/new-discoveries-may-await-in-study-of-green-collection-of-

ancient-biblical-texts/article/3555131#ixzz1IYnUzgy7

 

'Passages' designed to offer interactive experience at OKC museum

http://newsok.com/passages-designed-to-offer-interactive-experience-at-okc-

museum/article/3555114#ixzz1IYnl6XEk

 

Expensive Oklahoma City Council elections to come to an end Tuesday

http://newsok.com/expensive-oklahoma-city-council-elections-to-come-to-an-end-

tuesday/article/3555295#ixzz1IYo4qiYx

 

Obama tries to mediate latest budget standoff

http://newsok.com/obama-tries-to-mediate-latest-budget-standoff/article/3555029

 

Bond packages are on the ballots for

Tuesday's elections in Broken Arrow and Bixby

http://newsok.com/bond-packages-are-on-the-ballots-for-tuesdays-elections-in-

broken-arrow-and-bixby/article/3555136#ixzz1IYooyx4R

 

Conservative group first proposed health insurance exchanges

http://newsok.com/conservative-group-first-proposed-health-insurance-

exchanges/article/3555107

 

Obama promotes fuel-saving vehicles

http://newsok.com/obama-promotes-fuel-saving-vehicles/article/3554836
 

Afghanistan: 8 killed in Quran burning protest at U.N. office

http://newsok.com/afghanistan-8-killed-in-quran-burning-protest-at-u.n.-

office/article/3554472#ixzz1IYrostGe

 

Former nursing home owner tours state to advocate for eldercare

http://newsok.com/former-nursing-home-owner-tours-state-to-advocate-for-

eldercare/article/3554710#ixzz1IYsHcUZx

 

Free immunization clinics set for Saturday in OKC

http://newsok.com/free-immunization-clinics-set-for-saturday-in-

okc/article/3554686#ixzz1IYscgEIE
 
Wewoka boy's death inspires skate park, organ donation

http://newsok.com/wewoka-boys-death-inspires-skate-park-organ-

donation/article/3554667#ixzz1IYst9XKl
 
Edmond's new hospital names board

http://newsok.com/edmonds-new-hospital-names-board/article/3554516
 
Woman who saved her brother from prison to speak in OKC

http://newsok.com/woman-who-saved-her-brother-from-prison-to-speak-in-
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Red or blue, healthiness driven by cultural, lifestyle choices

http://newsok.com/red-or-blue-healthiness-driven-by-cultural-lifestyle-

choices/article/3554537#ixzz1IYvPIiSQ

 

Rhee offers a lesson about school board power

http://newsok.com/rhee-offers-a-lesson-about-school-board-

power/article/3554536#ixzz1IYvdPgBN

 

A midterm look at work of the Legislature

http://newsok.com/a-midterm-look-at-work-of-the-

legislature/article/3554526#ixzz1IYvpnjnb

 

Big payout is only guarantee in child welfare lawsuits

http://newsok.com/big-payout-is-only-guarantee-in-child-welfare-

lawsuits/article/3554525#ixzz1IYw4N7AG

 

ScissorTales: State has more parks than it can afford

http://newsok.com/scissortales-state-has-more-parks-than-it-can-

afford/article/3554518#ixzz1IYwHuObp
 

 
 

Tulsa World
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Insurance officials moving to Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_16_A1_ULNSbm582260

Health exchange plan paid by federal grant still alive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110403_16_A1_Althou538988

Bill banning abortions after 20 weeks could face legal challenge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110403_16_A17_OKLAHO519508

GOP drops health-exchange bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110403_16_A9_CUTLIN654432

Political notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110403_16_A9_Pollst865161

Bill's effect on local taxes disputed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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State's Tax Freedom Day beats U.S. average
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State could benefit from EPA funds for water cleanup

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110404_11_A1_CUTLIN819558

Obama re-election launches with e-mail, website

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110404_13_0_WASHIN536321

Self-described geek Alex Pettit has a multi-million dollar plan to consolidate state

computer system

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110404_16_A1_ULNSbh985749

Tulsa City Hall puts building maintenance out for bid; city workers among those

competing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110403_11_A17_Thecit679710

Tulsa County Democrats vow to revitalize party

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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U.S. ending combat role in Libya

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Snowstorms cost city $2.5 million

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_11_A1_CUTLIN284978

Eagleton says he has support for ouster try

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_11_A1_CUTLIN355406

Removal of 3 trash haulers is sought

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_11_A15_CUTLIN151198

Bartlett names interim public works director

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_11_A12_MayorD498325

BIA-tribe dealings on energy discussed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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ODOT commission to consider additional IDL improvement 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110404_11_0_OKLAHO686157

State students prepare for exams needed to graduate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Neighborhood helps save community store
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Wind blows off part of roof at Spavinaw school; Monday classes canceled
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Tulsa-area voters to decide on bond packages, more

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110403_12_A22_Broken179425

Tulsa World-Oklahoman collaboration takes journalism award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110403_11_A10_OKLAHO882180

Tulsa County — from dry to drought in one year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110404_11_A1_CUTLIN960436

Tulsa World begins new digital subscriptions, website changes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/articlenc.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110404_11_A1_TulsaW467653

Eight arrested in sex offender sweep

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110404_11_A11_CUTLIN991453

Martin Luther King Jr. remembered

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110404_18_A14_CUTLIN726779

TPS' Early College may be expanded under proposals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110403_19_A1_CUTLIN356526

Witness details FBI sting in police probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110403_11_A1_CUTLIN505782

Crews battling wildfires in area; Tulsa ties record high

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110403_11_0_Offici6025

Owasso officers to have wearable videocameras

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110403_450_0_OWASSO445761

Robert Gates, Mary Fallin among speakers set for area college commencements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110403_11_A8_Aeolgs548259

State universities name recipients of Truman, Udall, Goldwater awards
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subjectid=11&articleid=20110403_11_A13_CUTLIN908740

More recidivism-busting programs needed in state prisons

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110404_61_A9_Acruci427173

Dueling charter change votes are not the way to go

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110404_61_A9_Thetho804996

Tulsa World to begin charging for digital content
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'Obamacare' opposition imperils health insurance measure
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Prescription drug price takes a huge jump
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Obama birth certificate would be required in 2012 under proposed bill
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Texas sex-ed program pushed by local doctors
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Global food price increases hit home in Tulsa
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Lawmakers struggle with budget shortfall

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/lawmakers-struggle-with-budget-shortfall-capitol/
 
Tulsa Technology Center’s donated MD-80 aircraft arrives at Jones/Riverside

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/donated-md-80-aircraft-arrives-at-tulsa-

technology-center-aerospace/
 
Wine label has Oklahoma connection

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/wine-label-has-oklahoma-connection-general-

news/
 
Taylor Industries to add 98 positions

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/taylor-industries-to-add-98-positions-general-

news/
 
OKC PAC contributors unidentified

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/okc-pac-contributors-unidentified-finance/
 
These Walls: Old National Weather Service building

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/these-walls-old-national-weather-service-

building-real-estate/
 
More than 11,000 people due for Pre-Paid event

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/more-than-11000-people-due-for-pre-paid-

event-law/
 
Totally Green machine: Broken Arrow startup makes food composting disposal unit

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/totally-green-machine-broken-arrow-startup-

makes-food-composting-disposal-unit-general-news/
 
SemGroup posts $4.9M 4Q loss

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110402_61_A20_Hrnxml3396
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20110402_61_A20_Hrnxml3396
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=213&articleid=20110403_213_G6_Notsle957453
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=213&articleid=20110403_213_G6_Notsle957453
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20110403_211_G6_IfTexa30266
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20110403_211_G6_IfTexa30266
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=214&articleid=20110403_214_G1_CUTLIN421847
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=214&articleid=20110403_214_G1_CUTLIN421847
http://www.journalrecord.com/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/lawmakers-struggle-with-budget-shortfall-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/donated-md-80-aircraft-arrives-at-tulsa-technology-center-aerospace/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/donated-md-80-aircraft-arrives-at-tulsa-technology-center-aerospace/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/wine-label-has-oklahoma-connection-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/wine-label-has-oklahoma-connection-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/taylor-industries-to-add-98-positions-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/taylor-industries-to-add-98-positions-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/okc-pac-contributors-unidentified-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/these-walls-old-national-weather-service-building-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/these-walls-old-national-weather-service-building-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/more-than-11000-people-due-for-pre-paid-event-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/more-than-11000-people-due-for-pre-paid-event-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/totally-green-machine-broken-arrow-startup-makes-food-composting-disposal-unit-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/totally-green-machine-broken-arrow-startup-makes-food-composting-disposal-unit-general-news/


http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/semgroup-posts-4-9m-4q-loss-energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
States impose clashing cuts

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288368275/States-impose-clashing-cuts
 
Arraignments set for Wednesday

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288368271/Arraignments-set-for-Wednesday
 
Wildfires continue popping up in Okla.

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288368231/Wildfires-continue-popping-up-

in-Okla
 
Lawsuit that challenged ‘official English’ dropped

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288367932/Lawsuit-that-challenged-official-

English-dropped
 
Legislature reaches halfway point in session

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288367596/Legislature-reaches-halfway-

point-in-session
 
State judge denies request to remove district attorney

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288367217/State-judge-denies-request-to-

remove-district-attorney
 
Stae GOP leaders follow education overhaul in Fla.

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10257060/Stae-GOP-leaders-follow-

education-overhaul-in-Fla
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
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DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/
http://www.nytimes.com/
file:////c/www.washingtonpost.com
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm


From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Apr. 2-4, 2011
Date: Monday, April 04, 2011 10:07:08 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Fallin hopes to keep insurance exchange idea alive this session

http://newsok.com/gov.-fallin-hopes-to-keep-insurance-exchange-idea-alive-this-

session/article/3555106#ixzz1IYpPz4d5

 

Labor union debate heats up in Oklahoma Legislature

http://newsok.com/labor-union-debate-heats-up-in-oklahoma-

legislature/article/3554907#ixzz1IYq2fgjk

 

Former Oklahoma lawmaker sought to limit state's regulation of assisted living

centers

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-lawmaker-sought-to-limit-states-regulation-of-

assisted-living-centers/article/3554761#ixzz1IYqxRa4P

 

Ethical scrapes nothing new for indicted former Oklahoma Senate leader and lobbyist

http://newsok.com/ethical-scrapes-nothing-new-for-indicted-former-oklahoma-

senate-leader-and-lobbyist/article/3554989#ixzz1IYoKvxvn
 
Raising bar for graduation worries some

http://newsok.com/raising-bar-for-graduation-worries-some/article/3555143
 
Oklahoma's new graduation requirements

http://newsok.com/oklahomas-new-graduation-requirements/article/3555142
 
Funding Achieving Classroom Excellence requirements

http://newsok.com/funding-achieving-classroom-excellence-

requirements/article/3555141
 
Cracks found in 3 grounded Southwest planes; possible electrical problem diverts

another jet

 http://newsok.com/cracks-found-in-3-grounded-southwest-planes-possible-

electrical-problem-diverts-another-jet/article/3555311#ixzz1IYmah1H7

 

Obama announces re-election bid in web video

http://newsok.com/obama-announces-re-election-bid-in-web-video/article/3555309?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Inhofe rejects request by U.S. official to persuade African leader to leave

http://newsok.com/inhofe-rejects-request-by-u.s.-official-to-persuade-african-leader-

to-leave/article/3555294#ixzz1IYnGo2aB
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New discoveries may await in study of Green Collection of ancient biblical texts

 http://newsok.com/new-discoveries-may-await-in-study-of-green-collection-of-

ancient-biblical-texts/article/3555131#ixzz1IYnUzgy7

 

'Passages' designed to offer interactive experience at OKC museum

http://newsok.com/passages-designed-to-offer-interactive-experience-at-okc-

museum/article/3555114#ixzz1IYnl6XEk

 

Expensive Oklahoma City Council elections to come to an end Tuesday

http://newsok.com/expensive-oklahoma-city-council-elections-to-come-to-an-end-

tuesday/article/3555295#ixzz1IYo4qiYx

 

Obama tries to mediate latest budget standoff

http://newsok.com/obama-tries-to-mediate-latest-budget-standoff/article/3555029

 

Bond packages are on the ballots for

Tuesday's elections in Broken Arrow and Bixby

http://newsok.com/bond-packages-are-on-the-ballots-for-tuesdays-elections-in-

broken-arrow-and-bixby/article/3555136#ixzz1IYooyx4R

 

Conservative group first proposed health insurance exchanges

http://newsok.com/conservative-group-first-proposed-health-insurance-

exchanges/article/3555107

 

Obama promotes fuel-saving vehicles

http://newsok.com/obama-promotes-fuel-saving-vehicles/article/3554836
 

Afghanistan: 8 killed in Quran burning protest at U.N. office

http://newsok.com/afghanistan-8-killed-in-quran-burning-protest-at-u.n.-

office/article/3554472#ixzz1IYrostGe

 

Former nursing home owner tours state to advocate for eldercare

http://newsok.com/former-nursing-home-owner-tours-state-to-advocate-for-

eldercare/article/3554710#ixzz1IYsHcUZx

 

Free immunization clinics set for Saturday in OKC

http://newsok.com/free-immunization-clinics-set-for-saturday-in-

okc/article/3554686#ixzz1IYscgEIE
 
Wewoka boy's death inspires skate park, organ donation

http://newsok.com/wewoka-boys-death-inspires-skate-park-organ-

donation/article/3554667#ixzz1IYst9XKl
 
Edmond's new hospital names board

http://newsok.com/edmonds-new-hospital-names-board/article/3554516
 
Woman who saved her brother from prison to speak in OKC

http://newsok.com/woman-who-saved-her-brother-from-prison-to-speak-in-

http://newsok.com/new-discoveries-may-await-in-study-of-green-collection-of-ancient-biblical-texts/article/3555131#ixzz1IYnUzgy7
http://newsok.com/new-discoveries-may-await-in-study-of-green-collection-of-ancient-biblical-texts/article/3555131#ixzz1IYnUzgy7
http://newsok.com/passages-designed-to-offer-interactive-experience-at-okc-museum/article/3555114#ixzz1IYnl6XEk
http://newsok.com/passages-designed-to-offer-interactive-experience-at-okc-museum/article/3555114#ixzz1IYnl6XEk
http://newsok.com/expensive-oklahoma-city-council-elections-to-come-to-an-end-tuesday/article/3555295#ixzz1IYo4qiYx
http://newsok.com/expensive-oklahoma-city-council-elections-to-come-to-an-end-tuesday/article/3555295#ixzz1IYo4qiYx
http://newsok.com/obama-tries-to-mediate-latest-budget-standoff/article/3555029
http://newsok.com/bond-packages-are-on-the-ballots-for-tuesdays-elections-in-broken-arrow-and-bixby/article/3555136#ixzz1IYooyx4R
http://newsok.com/bond-packages-are-on-the-ballots-for-tuesdays-elections-in-broken-arrow-and-bixby/article/3555136#ixzz1IYooyx4R
http://newsok.com/conservative-group-first-proposed-health-insurance-exchanges/article/3555107
http://newsok.com/conservative-group-first-proposed-health-insurance-exchanges/article/3555107
http://newsok.com/obama-promotes-fuel-saving-vehicles/article/3554836
http://newsok.com/afghanistan-8-killed-in-quran-burning-protest-at-u.n.-office/article/3554472#ixzz1IYrostGe
http://newsok.com/afghanistan-8-killed-in-quran-burning-protest-at-u.n.-office/article/3554472#ixzz1IYrostGe
http://newsok.com/former-nursing-home-owner-tours-state-to-advocate-for-eldercare/article/3554710#ixzz1IYsHcUZx
http://newsok.com/former-nursing-home-owner-tours-state-to-advocate-for-eldercare/article/3554710#ixzz1IYsHcUZx
http://newsok.com/free-immunization-clinics-set-for-saturday-in-okc/article/3554686#ixzz1IYscgEIE
http://newsok.com/free-immunization-clinics-set-for-saturday-in-okc/article/3554686#ixzz1IYscgEIE
http://newsok.com/wewoka-boys-death-inspires-skate-park-organ-donation/article/3554667#ixzz1IYst9XKl
http://newsok.com/wewoka-boys-death-inspires-skate-park-organ-donation/article/3554667#ixzz1IYst9XKl
http://newsok.com/edmonds-new-hospital-names-board/article/3554516
http://newsok.com/woman-who-saved-her-brother-from-prison-to-speak-in-okc/article/3555184#ixzz1IYttSWA4


okc/article/3555184#ixzz1IYttSWA4
 

Red or blue, healthiness driven by cultural, lifestyle choices

http://newsok.com/red-or-blue-healthiness-driven-by-cultural-lifestyle-

choices/article/3554537#ixzz1IYvPIiSQ

 

Rhee offers a lesson about school board power

http://newsok.com/rhee-offers-a-lesson-about-school-board-

power/article/3554536#ixzz1IYvdPgBN

 

A midterm look at work of the Legislature

http://newsok.com/a-midterm-look-at-work-of-the-

legislature/article/3554526#ixzz1IYvpnjnb

 

Big payout is only guarantee in child welfare lawsuits

http://newsok.com/big-payout-is-only-guarantee-in-child-welfare-

lawsuits/article/3554525#ixzz1IYw4N7AG

 

ScissorTales: State has more parks than it can afford

http://newsok.com/scissortales-state-has-more-parks-than-it-can-

afford/article/3554518#ixzz1IYwHuObp
 

 
 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Insurance officials moving to Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_16_A1_ULNSbm582260

Health exchange plan paid by federal grant still alive

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110403_16_A1_Althou538988

Bill banning abortions after 20 weeks could face legal challenge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110403_16_A17_OKLAHO519508

GOP drops health-exchange bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110403_16_A9_CUTLIN654432

Political notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110403_16_A9_Pollst865161

Bill's effect on local taxes disputed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_16_A15_CUTLIN171902

State's Tax Freedom Day beats U.S. average

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_16_A15_Cnrtlt26607

State could benefit from EPA funds for water cleanup

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110404_11_A1_CUTLIN819558

Obama re-election launches with e-mail, website

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110404_13_0_WASHIN536321

Self-described geek Alex Pettit has a multi-million dollar plan to consolidate state

computer system

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110404_16_A1_ULNSbh985749

Tulsa City Hall puts building maintenance out for bid; city workers among those

competing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110403_11_A17_Thecit679710

Tulsa County Democrats vow to revitalize party

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110403_16_A22_CUTLIN562439

U.S. ending combat role in Libya

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110403_13_A6_Twowee883993

Snowstorms cost city $2.5 million

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_11_A1_CUTLIN284978

Eagleton says he has support for ouster try

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_11_A1_CUTLIN355406

Removal of 3 trash haulers is sought

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_11_A15_CUTLIN151198

Bartlett names interim public works director

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_11_A12_MayorD498325

BIA-tribe dealings on energy discussed

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110402_16_A10_WSIGOR769712

ODOT commission to consider additional IDL improvement 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110404_11_0_OKLAHO686157

State students prepare for exams needed to graduate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110404_12_A14_CUTLIN545826

Neighborhood helps save community store

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110404_16_A2_CUTLIN672966

Wind blows off part of roof at Spavinaw school; Monday classes canceled

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110403_12_0_Ofcasb809074
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Tulsa-area voters to decide on bond packages, more

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110403_12_A22_Broken179425

Tulsa World-Oklahoman collaboration takes journalism award

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110403_11_A10_OKLAHO882180

Tulsa County — from dry to drought in one year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110404_11_A1_CUTLIN960436

Tulsa World begins new digital subscriptions, website changes

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/articlenc.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110404_11_A1_TulsaW467653

Eight arrested in sex offender sweep

http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110404_11_A11_CUTLIN991453

Martin Luther King Jr. remembered

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110404_18_A14_CUTLIN726779

TPS' Early College may be expanded under proposals

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110403_19_A1_CUTLIN356526

Witness details FBI sting in police probe

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110403_11_A1_CUTLIN505782

Crews battling wildfires in area; Tulsa ties record high

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110403_11_0_Offici6025

Owasso officers to have wearable videocameras

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110403_450_0_OWASSO445761

Robert Gates, Mary Fallin among speakers set for area college commencements

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110403_11_A8_Aeolgs548259

State universities name recipients of Truman, Udall, Goldwater awards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110403_11_A13_CUTLIN908740

More recidivism-busting programs needed in state prisons

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110404_61_A9_Acruci427173

Dueling charter change votes are not the way to go

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110404_61_A9_Thetho804996

Tulsa World to begin charging for digital content

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/articlenc.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110403_222_G1_ULNSus929079

'Obamacare' opposition imperils health insurance measure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110402_61_A20_StateS54032
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Prescription drug price takes a huge jump

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110402_61_A20_Hrnxml3396

Obama birth certificate would be required in 2012 under proposed bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=213&articleid=20110403_213_G6_Notsle957453

Texas sex-ed program pushed by local doctors

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20110403_211_G6_IfTexa30266

Global food price increases hit home in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20110403_214_G1_CUTLIN421847
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Lawmakers struggle with budget shortfall

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/lawmakers-struggle-with-budget-shortfall-capitol/
 
Tulsa Technology Center’s donated MD-80 aircraft arrives at Jones/Riverside

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/donated-md-80-aircraft-arrives-at-tulsa-

technology-center-aerospace/
 
Wine label has Oklahoma connection

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/wine-label-has-oklahoma-connection-general-

news/
 
Taylor Industries to add 98 positions

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/taylor-industries-to-add-98-positions-general-

news/
 
OKC PAC contributors unidentified

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/okc-pac-contributors-unidentified-finance/
 
These Walls: Old National Weather Service building

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/these-walls-old-national-weather-service-

building-real-estate/
 
More than 11,000 people due for Pre-Paid event

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/more-than-11000-people-due-for-pre-paid-

event-law/
 
Totally Green machine: Broken Arrow startup makes food composting disposal unit

http://journalrecord.com/2011/04/01/totally-green-machine-broken-arrow-startup-

makes-food-composting-disposal-unit-general-news/
 
SemGroup posts $4.9M 4Q loss
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/semgroup-posts-4-9m-4q-loss-energy/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
States impose clashing cuts

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288368275/States-impose-clashing-cuts
 
Arraignments set for Wednesday

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288368271/Arraignments-set-for-Wednesday
 
Wildfires continue popping up in Okla.

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288368231/Wildfires-continue-popping-up-

in-Okla
 
Lawsuit that challenged ‘official English’ dropped

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288367932/Lawsuit-that-challenged-official-

English-dropped
 
Legislature reaches halfway point in session

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288367596/Legislature-reaches-halfway-

point-in-session
 
State judge denies request to remove district attorney

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x288367217/State-judge-denies-request-to-

remove-district-attorney
 
Stae GOP leaders follow education overhaul in Fla.

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x10257060/Stae-GOP-leaders-follow-

education-overhaul-in-Fla
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
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DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
 
New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>

http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Apr. 1, 2011
Date: Friday, April 01, 2011 9:38:23 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Former Oklahoma Senate leader Mike Morgan was under FBI investigation for years,

prosecutor says

http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-senate-leader-mike-morgan-was-under-fbi-

investigation-for-years-prosecutor-says/article/3554354#ixzz1IHUeS8rs

 

Oklahoma Senate won't hear health insurance exchange bill

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-wont-hear-health-insurance-exchange-

bill/article/3554149#ixzz1IHUy7eK9

 

Indicted former Oklahoma Senate leader had mixed success with commercial

projects 

http://newsok.com/indicted-former-oklahoma-senate-leader-had-mixed-success-

with-commercial-projects/article/3554360#ixzz1IHV8zXs9

 

Oklahoma Senate panels OKs bill allowing lawmakers to carry weapons anywhere 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-panels-oks-bill-allowing-lawmakers-to-carry-

weapons-anywhere/article/3554230#ixzz1IHVLPCZN

 

GOP-backed education changes head to Oklahoma governor

http://newsok.com/gop-backed-education-changes-head-to-oklahoma-

governor/article/3554153

 

Gilpin replaced on state Board of Education

http://newsok.com/gilpin-replaced-on-state-board-of-education/article/3554146

 

Oklahoma City Council Ward 2 political advertisements get negative 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-ward-2-political-advertisements-get-

negative/article/3554245#ixzz1IHVwkDQo

 

Former Norman police officer wins appeal of firing 

http://newsok.com/former-norman-police-officer-wins-appeal-of-

firing/article/3554277#ixzz1IHW76rIM

 

Oklahoma House recognizes the Oklahoma Family Policy Council 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-recognizes-the-oklahoma-family-policy-

council/article/3554275#ixzz1IHWFktsx

 

Oklahoma City Museum of Art to feature ‘Passages,' an exhibit of rare biblical texts

and artifacts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-museum-of-art-to-feature-passages-an-exhibit-of-
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rare-biblical-texts-and-artifacts/article/3554273#ixzz1IHWVyBYQ

 

Cleveland County judge refuses to disqualify self from criminal cases 

http://newsok.com/cleveland-county-judge-refuses-to-disqualify-self-from-criminal-

cases/article/3554151#ixzz1IHWgejit

 

Oklahoma City Council Ward 2 candidates battle over voting records 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-ward-2-candidates-battle-over-voting-

records/article/3554244#ixzz1IHWtXdBd

 

U.S. unemployment rate falls to 8.8 pct, two-year low 

http://newsok.com/u.s.-unemployment-rate-falls-to-8.8-pct-two-year-

low/article/3554466#ixzz1IHXBKhRJ

 

Slain Oklahoma girl’s funeral draws hundreds

http://newsok.com/slain-oklahoma-girls-funeral-draws-hundreds/article/3554355?

custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Midwest City police seize ‘demonic drawing' during search of homicide scene 

http://newsok.com/midwest-city-police-seize-demonic-drawing-during-search-of-

homicide-scene/article/3554320#ixzz1IHXVd1wB

 

Dispute results in fight at Cheyenne-Arapaho tribal complex 

http://newsok.com/dispute-results-in-fight-at-cheyenne-arapaho-tribal-

complex/article/3554328#ixzz1IHXpo1qt

 

Bigger corn crop unlikely to ease food prices 

http://newsok.com/bigger-corn-crop-unlikely-to-ease-food-

prices/article/3554343#ixzz1IHY1TJWG

 

Drought drying up hopes of wheat harvest for many Oklahomans 

http://newsok.com/drought-drying-up-hopes-of-wheat-harvest-for-many-

oklahomans/article/3553934#ixzz1IHYGBMM8

 

Libyan fears send oil prices soaring

http://newsok.com/libyan-fears-send-oil-prices-soaring/article/3554325?

custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news

 

Hoping Obama has some idea how energy industry works 

http://newsok.com/hoping-obama-has-some-idea-how-energy-industry-

works/article/3554176#ixzz1IHYrbAUx

 

Example of Connecticut governor one to emulate

http://newsok.com/example-of-connecticut-governor-one-to-

emulate/article/3554175?custom_click=headlines_widget

 

Swinton our choice for Ward 2 seat
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Working to eliminate discrimination in state government

http://newsok.com/working-to-eliminate-discrimination-in-state-

government/article/3554165?custom_click=headlines_widget
 

 

Tulsa World
www.tulsaworld.com

Senate leader rejects health-care exchange bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A1_OKLAHO884806

Bill to disempower state Board of Education goes to Fallin

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A1_CUTLIN733273

Ex-Senate leader Mike Morgan was under FBI probe for years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110401_11_A3_CUTLIN966216

Morgan indictments involve landfill, power plants

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110401_11_A3_OKLAHO319191

Gun-carrying lawmakers focus of bill

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A7_CUTLIN876255

Jobs, GOP topics for Democrats' convention

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A7_Jobsan74950

Dueling proposals on running Tulsa government can't both win, attorneys say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_11_A15_CUTLIN451672

Drug-court advocates describe effectiveness

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A15_CUTLIN994612

Judge throws legal challenge back in Tulsa City Council's court

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_11_A12_ULNSbb227758

Inhofe questions Army Corps of Engineers on Arkansas River plan funding

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A12_ULNSbp935098

Mayor: Public Works Department changes to be announced Friday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_11_A12_Anonee872884

Waste disposal event this weekend

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20110401_16_A12_TheMet275089

Oklahoma's bridges second-worst in nation, new study says
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110401_11_A7_Anatio513687

Traveling bible exhibit set for OKC

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20110401_12_A17_WASHIN389903

Soldiers deploy today with Sapulpa send-off ceremony

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_11_0_Soldie71400

Prison program builds on faith, character

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_18_A1_CUTLIN115006

Veteran's sentence reduced by 57 years

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_14_A15_CUTLIN81018

TPS spending money on schools marked for closure

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_19_A1_CUTLIN826424

48-year-old is first to graduate from Tulsa Virtual Academy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_19_A15_CUTLIN64870

TPS hosts principal-for-a-day volunteers from community

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_19_A10_CUTLIN548423

Librarians are fighters, state conference speaker says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_11_A10_CUTLIN322846

Tulsa County resident's flu death 21st of this season

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20110401_17_A16_ATulsa865432

Prison reform bill advances in the state Senate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110401_61_A20_Oklaho874898

Broken Arrow voters to decide $44.7 million bond issue

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20110401_61_A20_Voters35233
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Okla. Senate leader rejects insurance exchange plan

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/okla-senate-leader-rejects-insurance-exchange-

plan-capitol/

 

State of disrepair

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/state-of-disrepair-capitol/

 

Noma Gurich sworn in to high court
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http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/noma-gurich-sworn-in-to-higher-court-law/

 

OIPA: Investigate Cushing’s clogged system

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/crude-clog-at-cushing-costs-state-millions-

energy/

 

FBI: Ex-Senate head Morgan investigated for years

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/fbi-ex-senate-head-morgan-investigated-for-

years-capitol/

 

State bioscience leaders point the way for next generation

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/state-bioscience-leaders-point-the-way-for-next-

generation-health-care/

 

Coming home for Cain’s: Oklahoma native returns to Tulsa for documentary about

concert venue

http://journalrecord.com/2011/03/31/coming-home-for-cain%e2%80%99s-oklahoma-

native-returns-to-tulsa-for-documentary-about-concert-venue-general-news/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
Stae GOP leaders follow education overhaul in Fla.
 

State judge denies request to remove district attorney

 

Woman asks to keep kangaroo
 

 

 

Links for Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda

 
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
 

   

Dallas Morning News
<http://www.dallasnews.com/>
 
DMN Political Link:
<http://www.dallasnews.com/politics/>
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New York Times Link:
<http://www.nytimes.com/>
 
Washington Post Link:
www.washingtonpost.com <http://www.washingtonpost.com/>
 
USA TODAY
<http://www.usatoday.com/>
 
USA Today States link:
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/states/ns1.htm>
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Dec. 7, 2012
Date: Friday, December 07, 2012 9:28:09 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma governor's office under fire for open records policy

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governors-office-under-fire-for-open-records-

policy/article/3735355

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says fiscal cliff complicates state budget

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-fiscal-cliff-complicates-state-

budget/article/3735191

 

Tax credits also at stake in fiscal cliff debate, White House says

http://newsok.com/tax-credits-also-at-stake-in-fiscal-cliff-debate-white-house-

says/article/3734953

 

Judge asked to shut down Oklahoma City attorney handling Ersland's appeal

http://newsok.com/judge-asked-to-shut-down-oklahoma-city-attorney-handling-

erslands-appeal/article/3735305?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

38 police recruits join the Oklahoma City force

http://newsok.com/38-police-recruits-join-the-oklahoma-city-force/article/3735308?

custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Pearl Harbor remains a fresh memory for Oklahoma City veterans

http://newsok.com/pearl-harbor-remains-a-fresh-memory-for-oklahoma-city-

veterans/article/3735263?custom_click=pod_headline_oklahoma-city-news

 

Canton farmer, rancher stays positive in drought

http://newsok.com/canton-farmer-rancher-stays-positive-in-drought/article/3735370?

custom_click=pod_headline_northwest-oklahoma-news

 

Pearl Harbor dead remembered on 71st anniversary

http://newsok.com/pearl-harbor-dead-remembered-on-71st-

anniversary/article/feed/472584?custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Election hits $2B mark amid last-minute donations

http://newsok.com/election-hits-2b-mark-amid-last-minute-

donations/article/feed/472581

 

Contractor to modernize U.S. Army cannon in Elgin

http://newsok.com/contractor-to-modernize-u.s.-army-cannon-in-

elgin/article/3735164
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Early flu season could be upon us, CDC says

http://newsok.com/early-flu-season-could-be-upon-us-cdc-says/article/3735300

 

Oklahoma City company develops home-fueling unit for CNG vehicles

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-company-develops-home-fueling-unit-for-cng-

vehicles/article/3735382

 

Stocks open higher as jobs growth beats forecasts

http://newsok.com/stocks-open-higher-as-jobs-growth-beats-

forecasts/article/feed/472669

 

Higher rates or fewer tax breaks _ what's worse?

http://newsok.com/higher-rates-or-fewer-tax-breaks-whats-worse/article/feed/472574

 

US economy adds 146K jobs, rate falls to 7.7 pct.

http://newsok.com/us-economy-adds-146k-jobs-rate-falls-to-7.7-

pct./article/feed/472642

 

OCAST awards $1.35 million to seven projects.

http://newsok.com/ocast-awards-1.35-million-to-seven-projects./article/3735345

 

Charles Schwab: Housing recovery to boost economy

http://newsok.com/charles-schwab-housing-recovery-to-boost-

economy/article/feed/472456

 

Consider the source of Laffer plan criticism

http://newsok.com/consider-the-source-of-laffer-plan-criticism/article/3735245

 

Pay for Oklahoma troopers, prison guards should be legislative priority in 2013

http://newsok.com/pay-for-oklahoma-troopers-prison-guards-should-be-legislative-

priority-in-2013/article/3734907

 

Washington Examiner: Tax on health insurance just another Obamacare surprise

http://newsok.com/washington-examiner-tax-on-health-insurance-just-another-

obamacare-surprise/article/3735244
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Enid lawmaker seeks to boost state employee pay

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20121207_16_A16_OKLAHO790852

 

Oklahoma 'on right track' with anti-tobacco program, state official says

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A14_Arprnt901237
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Open Records workshop for public is well-attended by public officials, too

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A17_CUTLIN17226

 

Higher rates or fewer tax breaks - what's worse?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN157511

 

Oklahoma student testing: 4th-grade vocabulary scores on par with national average,

8th-graders slightly below

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A22_Oklaho362342

 

Fair board amends naming rights contract, affirms an end to horse racing at Fair

Meadows

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_CUTLIN264869

 

Scientists still not certain about cause of 5.7-magnitude quake in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_ULNSbo491570

 

Election hits $2 billion mark amid last-minute donations

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN886952

 

Tulsa firefighter won't get city trial, council decides

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_11_A17_ULNSbd821524

 

Tulsa City Council tables controversial plan on apartments

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_16_A13_Cityco686526

 

Trade-offs seen in raising Medicare eligibility age

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_CUTLIN646779

 

Debt limit gives GOP leverage; Obama demands fix

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_ULNSbC91370

 

WWII Navy veteran Lonnie Cook tells Pearl Harbor story

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121207_11_A1_CUTLIN647407

 

Cold front headed to Oklahoma; light snow possible

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A17_CUTLIN17226
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A17_CUTLIN17226
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN157511
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN157511
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A22_Oklaho362342
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A22_Oklaho362342
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_CUTLIN264869
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_CUTLIN264869
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_ULNSbo491570
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_16_A1_ULNSbo491570
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN886952
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_0_WASHIN886952
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_11_A17_ULNSbd821524
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_11_A17_ULNSbd821524
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_16_A13_Cityco686526
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=667&articleid=20121207_16_A13_Cityco686526
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_CUTLIN646779
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_CUTLIN646779
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_ULNSbC91370
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121207_13_A7_ULNSbC91370
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121207_11_A1_CUTLIN647407
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12&articleid=20121207_11_A1_CUTLIN647407


http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20121207_12_0_OKLAHO131341

 

Western district of Oklahoma collects nearly $13.5 million

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO613174

 

Judge asked to shut down attorney handling former Oklahoma City pharmacist's

appeal

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_0_OKLAHO601286

 

Low pay makes faculty search process difficult, professor tells State Regents

Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20121207_330_0_OKLAHO699211

 

Choctaws come out for cultural day in Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_12_A14_ULNSrd206338

 

Developers to pitch Broken Arrow casino plan to Creek Nation panel

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_78_A1_CUTLIN816699

 

Oklahoma education department OKs $8.9 million testing contract, again

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_19_A17_TheOkl971619

 

Oklahoma Army National Guard, Okemah tribe sign pact

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A16_TheOkl504240

 

Ex-teacher enters blind plea to second-degree rape of 15-year-old

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=14&articleid=20121207_14_A11_CUTLIN460194

 

State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20121207_11_A11_Hlevle384345

 

Editorial: Sen. Coburn supports tax hikes to avoid fiscal cliff

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_11_A20_USSenT490452

 

Editorial: Meth lab reduction good news, but will it continue?

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20121207_61_A20_Tulsap589132
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Bingman names Senate committee chairmen

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/bingman-names-senate-committee-chairmen-

capitol/

 

Investors sue SandRidge over stock price

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/sandridge-investors-file-lawsuit-law/

 

Drilling boom helps El Reno infrastructure

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/drilling-boom-helps-el-reno-infrastructure-

energy/

 

Board votes to end racing at Fair Meadows

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/board-votes-to-end-racing-at-fair-meadows-

general-news/#ixzz2ENZe7YQp

 

CEO: Drilling boom fueled SemGroup’s comeback

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/ceo-drilling-boom-fueled-semgroups-comeback-

energy/

 

OCU closes on Central High School building purchase

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/ocu-buys-central-high-building-for-10-million-

real-estate/#ixzz2ENZrw6NT

 

Fallin: States need flexibility for fiscal cliff

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/fallin-states-need-flexibility-for-fiscal-cliff-capitol/

 

Project 180 completion date pushed back

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/project-180-completion-date-pushed-back-real-

estate/

 

Devon exec touts safety record of tower construction

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/devon-exec-touts-tower-constructions-safety-

record-real-estate/#ixzz2ENaGFAFe

 

Downtown Tulsa’s Pierce Building sold for $1.2M

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/downtown-tulsas-pierce-building-sold-for-1-2m-

real-estate/

 

Fourth Reading: Picturing the stories of Oklahoma

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/fourth-reading-telling-the-story-of-oklahomans-

opinion/
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Free Market Friday: Principled leadership

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/free-market-friday-principled-leadership-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 
 

Senate publications:
 

Daily Senate Agenda:  Senate Agenda
 

Daily Senate Calendar:  Senate Calendar

Daily Senate Journals:  Senate Journals

 

Senate Committee Meeting Notices:  Senate Committee Notices
   

Additional news links:
 

CAPITOLBEATOK
http://capitolbeatok.com/
 
McCarville Report
http://mccarvillereport.com/

 

Oklahoma Gazette
http://www.okgazette.com/oklahoma/

 

OETA-Oklahoma News Report
http://news.oeta.tv/

                                                                                            
KWTV-9 OKC
http://www.news9.com/

 
KOCO-5 OKC
http://www.koco.com

 
KFOR-4 OKC
http://www.kfor.com

 
FOX-25 TV
http://www.okcfox.com 

KOTV-6 Tulsa
http://www.newson6.com/
 

http://journalrecord.com/2012/12/06/free-market-friday-principled-leadership-opinion/
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
http://www.oksenate.gov/schedule/agenda.html
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http://www.oksenate.gov/committees/meetingnotices.htm
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Fox 23
http://www.fox23.com/ 

KTOK-AM OKC
http://www.ktok.com/main.html

 

http://www.fox23.com/
http://www.ktok.com/main.html
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Cody Inman 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [norep!y@www.ok.govJ 
Tuesday, September 18, 2012 9:37 AM 
Cody Inman 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-1nail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of co1Tespondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Richard Gibson 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73062 

Subject: 
Drones 

Message: 
Like most conservative Republicans I was happy when you were elected to be om· Governor. I remember you 
sitting outside a window sill holding "Don't tread on me" flag, while obamacare was being passed. Now I have 
to tell you that after hearing you were all in favor of spying on Oklahomans using unconstitutional surveillance 
with drones. That does not hold with conservatives view of less government intrusion on our daily lives. Don't 
know who will run against you. But Jebby Bush is what the Republicans want, and people like you. Made me 
change my voting card I am now a proud independent. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 



From: Donelson, Ron (US - Tulsa)
To: Governor Info
Subject: Shame on you Governor Fallin
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 2:58:51 PM

Governor Fallin,

 

Shame on you for accepting the ObamaCare $54 million from the Federal Government. 

Evidentially, your word is not any good.  You’ve stabbed Oklahomans in the back.  I am

ashamed that you are a republican.  We have to stop ObamaCare, and accepting money

from it only supports it.  How could you do that?  It is no different than knowing that

someone stole something and you buy from them knowing it was stolen.  Why don’t you

just sell your sole to  the devil while you are at it?  There isn’t any difference.

 

Ron Donelson

 

 

 

Ron Donelson
Associate 5 

Deloitte Consulting LLP

100 S. Cincinnati Ave, Suit 700, Tulsa, OK 74103

Tel/Direct +1 918 560-1782 | Fax +1 918 477 6321 

rdonelson@deloitte.com | www.deloitte.com

 

 

This message (including any attachments) contains confidential information intended for a

specific individual and purpose, and is protected by law. If you are not the intended

recipient, you should delete this message.

Any disclosure, copying, or distribution of this message, or the taking of any action based

on it, is strictly prohibited.

v.E.1
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From: Vicki Snider
To: Governor Info
Subject: Shame on you Governor Fallin
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 3:58:30 PM

Governor Fallin,
 
Shame on you for accepting the ObamaCare $54 million from the Federal Government.  Evidentially,
your word is not any good.  You’ve stabbed Oklahomans in the back.  I am ashamed that you are a
republican.  We have to stop ObamaCare, and accepting money from it only supports it.  How could you
do that?  It is no different than knowing that someone stole something and you buy from them knowing
it was stolen.  Why don’t you just sell your sole to  the devil while you are at it?  There isn’t any
difference.  I AM SO SORRY I VOTED FOR YOU.  AT LEAST JARI ASKINS WAS UP FRONT ABOUT HER
INTENTIONS.
 
 
Vicki Snider
Secretary
Mathematics and Computer Science
http://academics.nsuok.edu/mathematics
918-444-3842

mailto:nanaprod@msn.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
http://academics.nsuok.edu/mathematics


From: Adrian Moore
To: Governor Mail-In
Subject: Should Congress Mandate Insurance, or Broccoli?
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 3:51:38 PM

Mary,

Dealing with health insurance is a real hassle. I am lucky my wife is the one in our
house who gets on the phone to fight with them when something is billed
incorrectly. We use an HSA, and I am glad to have some control over what health
care insurance options I have. So I am not excited about the individual mandate in
Obamacare that the Supreme Court is reviewing this week.

And I am obviously not alone. A new Reason-Rupe poll of 1,200 adults finds 62% of
Americans believe it is unconstitutional for Congress to mandate the purchase of
health insurance, while 30% think requiring health insurance is constitutional. We
will soon find out if the Supreme Court Justices agree.

One of the arguments used in the case is that if Congress has the power to require
individuals to buy health care insurance, it may also mandate that Americans buy
broccoli. The poll finds 87% of Americans believe Congress does not have the power
to require the purchase of broccoli, while 8% 
say Congress can force you to buy vegetables.

Some other nuggets from the poll (see all the poll results here):

54% think the health care law will result in the rationing of health care
services.
Half have an unfavorable view of the health care law, while 32% have a
favorable view of it.
49% say the law should be repealed and 36% would let it stand.
23% trust the government to address their health care needs, while 50% trust
health insurance companies and 84% trust their doctors.

Some reforms the poll finds that the American public would support:

Over two-thirds, 69 percent, would like to be able to shop for health insurance
in the same way they shop for auto insurance.
48 percent of Americans would prefer to receive the money their employers
spend on health care as part of their paycheck and then shop for their own
health care plans. 41% would like to continue to get insurance through their
employer.
If they were allowed to shop for health care plans across state lines, 43
percent of Americans say insurance premiums would go down and 23 percent
believe they’d go up.

Interestingly, 67% of Americans say that public sector workers have better health
care benefits than private sector workers, 22% say the benefits are about the same,
and 4% say private sector workers get better benefits than government workers.

All of this suggests that Congress should go back to the drawing board on health
care reform. They will have little choice if the Supreme Court rules against the
individual mandate at the heart of Obamacare.  Of course, the Supreme Court's
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decision does not rest on what the public wants, but on the Constitution. Reason is
one party in a "friend of the Court" brief that is part of the case, which lays out the
earlier court decisions relating to the power of Congress to mandate something like
health insurance.  You can see the Brief here.

Adrian 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dr. Adrian Moore 
Vice President 
Reason Foundation
(661)477-3107
Follow me on Twitter @reasonpolicy
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From: Govtech Today
To: Governor Mail-In
Subject: SOPA Protest, Football and Broadband, Insurance Exchange Stats
Date: Thursday, January 19, 2012 6:12:03 AM

Subscribe to Government Technology  |  Comment on Facebook  |  View Newsletter in Browser

GovTech Today

Thursday, January 19, 2012

Top Story
Virginia DMV Prepares for 'FACE'lift

News and Features
Green Bay Packers a Model for Broadband Fundraising (Opinion)

Storm Puts Chicago’s New Snowplow Tracker to Test

Big Websites Shut Down for a Day to Protest SOPA

Health Insurance Exchanges — Which States Are Progressing?

Mystery Link
We picked a link at random from our website. Click here to try your luck.

Question of the Day
Brain was launched today in 1986. What was it?

Most Popular
Will Agencies Pay for Social Media Advice?

The Real Yacht That James Bond Would Love

Editor's Choice
Utah Signs On With Google for Email and Applications

Industry Papers

IT at the Speed of Business: Why Spreadsheets No Longer Cut it for Strategic
Effective Executives 
This white paper highlights the critical role that Project Portfolio Management plays in

positioning IT as a strategic partner. CIOs and IT executives learn why inadequate tools

such as spreadsheets are not able to support successful PPM implementations and what
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decision criteria should be considered when evaluating a PPM solution. 

Download the paper here.

State and Local Governments Target Next-Generation Mobility 
Download this whitepaper to learn how state and local governments can leverage next-

generation mobility to imrpove access for workers and citizens, while protecting privacy/data

easing/unifying management and lowering total cost of ownership. 

Download the paper here.
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From: Jennifer Filippone
To: Governor Info
Subject: Stand Against Healthcare Exchange
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 5:52:00 PM

Governor Fallin,

I ask that you please continue to stand against creating a state healthcare exchange.  We do
not need the Federal intrusion into these areas.  

If the Federal Government does set up their own plan then I would also ask you to consider
turning Medicaid over the the Federal Government.   This would free up some tax dollars in
the state to help businesses that will be affected by the new healthcare laws.

Please consider making Oklahoma the leader against this Federal Government in areas they
should not be.

Respectfully,

Jennifer Filippone

mailto:jlf322@sbcglobal.net
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From: Angela Kersh
To: Governor Info
Subject: Stand Against Obama Care
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:17:38 AM

Dear Governor Fallin,

I have no doubt many ideas, questions and consequences are running through your mind concerning
our Great State and the implementation of Obamacare.  I'd like nothing more than to see every state
stand against this type of tyrannical leadership taking back the control and leadership of their own
people. Please take the chance that our elected friends and neighbors know more of what we as
citizens need than a ruler in Washington. We have the ingenuity to come up we real and better
solutions that fit our values !

Sincerely,
Angela Kersh, Edmond

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:angelakersh@gmail.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov


From: Jess Lewis
To: Governor Info
Subject: State Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:51:19 PM

Dear Governor Fallin:
 
This is to inform you that I am perfectly happy with my Health Care Insurance as it is.
Therefore, I do not think that the Affordable Care Act (often referred to as Obamacare) can
improve my access to health care.  I urge you to not establish a State insurance exchange as
directed in the Act and to avoid in any manner possible implementing this act in Oklahoma. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about my position on this matter.
 
Jess Lewis

Mustang, OK 73064

 



From: Karen Railey
To: Governor Info
Subject: State Nullification to Stop Unconstitutional Federal Laws
Date: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 12:46:39 PM

Dear Governor Fallin,

I wanted you to see this article. This means you can tell the federal gov to pound
salt concerning their demands that are unConstitutional and not in the best interest
of our state.

Brian & Karen Railey

posted on February 8, 2012 by Giacomo

States Nullification Can Stop
Unconstitutional Federal Laws

How many of you are familiar with the term ‘state nullification’?

Basically, state nullification is the power of the states to refuse to enact any federal
law that is unconstitutional.

It is based upon the facts that the states existed prior to the Union, the people and
not the government is sovereign.  Since the people are the ones that are sovereign,
they hold the power to restrain the federal government when it is determined that
the federal government’s actions are dubious or unconstitutional.

The last paragraph of the Declaration of Independence states,

“We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in
General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free
and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the
British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the
State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as
Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War,
conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to
do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of
right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on
the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other
our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”

mailto:KarensCruisin@cox.net
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Please take note of the bolded line and the power it gives the states.

In 1791, Congress ratified the adopted the Bill of Rights which contained the first ten
amendments to the US Constitution.  The Tenth Amendment reads,

“The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or
to the people.”

Thomas Jefferson first wrote about state nullification when he drafted the Kentucky
Resolutions of 1798 and 1799.  He wrote that nullification is the rightful remedy to
be used when the federal government exceeds its constitutional powers.  James
Madison also wrote about state nullification when he drafted the Virginia Resolutions
of 1798.  Madison went a step further when he stated that states are duty bound to
nullify or resist the federal government when they act in violation of the US
Constitution.

Jefferson warned the American people about letting the federal government assume
more power than they are entitled to.  He said that if the federal government is kept
in check that it will continue to create new powers and grow out of control.

Therefore there are two things that we the people can do to try to keep the federal
government from exercising unjust and unconstitutional policies and laws.  First we
need to exercise our duty and obligation to vote for people who support states’
rights over the federal government.  Secondly, we need to be actively involved in
pushing our state leaders to exercise the state’s right of nullification on matters such
as the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) and all other illegal and unconstitutional
laws they have shoved down the throats of we the sovereign people.

If the governor and political leaders of your state refuse to use state nullification,
like the governor in our state, Steve Beshear (D) of Kentucky, then get involved in
recalling them or helping to elect one that does believe in using this power.  State
nullification can be and is a powerful tool that the federal government does not want
you to know about.  Please pass the word to others and ask them to pass it on and
on and on until every American is pushing for their state to use its power of
nullification.

http://godfatherpolitics.com/3564/states-nullification-can-stop-unconstitutional-
federal-laws/
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From: Todd Mirzaian (Gmail)
To: Governor Info
Subject: State run health insurance exchange
Date: Monday, July 30, 2012 7:58:16 PM

Dear Governor Fallin,

After the disappointing Supreme Court ruling on June 28th, I am writing today to
urge you to stand in opposition to the government overhaul of health care and to
block the creation of a state-run health insurance exchange.
 
The exchanges mandated by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act are
expensive, complex and intrusive. In order to meet proper guidelines, an exchange
will have to comply with over 600 pages of federal regulations, which would only
result in higher premiums, more paperwork, and wasted taxpayer money. Further,
the exchanges will become vehicles for a variety of new fines and penalties on
employers. If an employee receives federal “premium assistance” and chooses to get
their insurance through a health exchange instead of through their employer, that
employer can be fined up to $3,000 for each employee in his company. For small
businesses and individuals in our state, these fines and penalties would be
disastrous. 

When a state declines to set up an exchange, the federal government then steps in
to create their own exchange. However, the federal government has no authority to
collect fines or penalties on employers as they would through a state-run exchange.
The statute only penalizes employers when their employees receive federal premium
assistance, which is only awarded to citizens of states with state-run, not federal-
run, exchanges. 

Though the IRS “clarified” this statute, their regulation was a severe overreach of
authority, and will not stand up in court. By refusing to establish an exchange, you
will be effectively preventing ObamaCare implementation in our state.

I urge you not to waste our state’s already scarce resources to create an
ObamaCare exchange. The idea of a market where individuals can compare
competing health plans is not in itself a bad idea, but a government run market
would only serve to drive up prices and drive down freedom. If something works,
we can be sure the free market can and will create it more efficiently than the
government.
 
In order to encourage growth in both our state and the country, you should reject a
state government-sponsored health exchange. Join the fight against this government
takeover of health care and issue an executive order against health insurance
exchanges today.

Thank you,

Todd Mirzaian

Bixby, OK 74008



From:
To: Governor Info
Cc: Rep. Jason.Murphey; Sen. Griffin; Dr. Ritze
Subject: State run Healthcare Exchanges
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 9:46:00 AM

Dear Governor Fallin,

I urge you to ignore the bloviating in today's The Oklahoman concerning the
establishment of state run healthcare exchanges. Once again the faux "conservative"
paper is catering to the socialistic agenda of the imposter in the Oval Office. It is
bad enough that the Republican party has once again failed to protect the People of
Oklahoma from the ravages of this usurper by our Legislature's failure to pass the
"candidate eligibility requirement" to appear on our ballots in the past couple of
sessions; but the party also ran an establishment moderate candidate with little
hope of beating Obama's all out attempts to steal the election and did so with NO
"Plan B".

Therefore, as you seem unwilling to defend our Constitution against the ongoing
attack by this ANTI-American Marxist who insists that his "most transparent" regime
remain totally opaque prior to 2008 and will only furnish bogus documentation under
extreme duress, I ask that you refrain from compounding the damage to the
Oklahoma people by knuckling under to the demands of this spurious regime that
Oklahoma cave in to the obscene "Obamacare" demands! The People and the
Legislature said ,"NO!", to these healthcare exchanges. Let's leave it that way!
Remember, our Legislature notwithstanding, the People of Oklahoma resoundingly
REJECTED Obama/Soetoro and his policies on November 6th -- AGAIN!

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Richard H. Irish

Edmond, OK

cc: Rep. Jason Murphey



From: brenda garrett
To: Governor Info
Subject: State Taxes and Probaton/Sentencing
Date: Friday, June 15, 2012 8:24:46 AM

The Honorable Mary Fallin,
 
I thought I was writing to you, but obviously it was your campaign
headquarters.
 
Thank you for the accomplishments you have made since you have been
our Governor. I was pleased when I heard you reviewed the probations
that Governor Henry hastily approved before leaving office. I appreciate
you standing up for Oklahomans by not cowering to President Obama's
"Obamacare". It never made since to me to force uninsured to purchase
US Government healthcare. I know and have discussed socialism
healthcare with Canadians and the English and the saying, "You get what
you pay for" is worse than people understand.
 
I have written emails to Pres. Obama and questioned what happened to,
"Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your
country." I have never had a response.
 
I have two questions:
 

1. Why are we lowering our OK state taxes to
attract businesses to OK when our taxes are
already low & we are considered one of the best
states to live in for COL.? However, we are one of
the worst 48/49 it varies for education? It was not
your problem initially & I know you don't control
budget, but my understanding is you do want to
decrease our taxes. Sure I would love to have
lower taxes, but not at the cost of our kids. I don't
have any children in school, nor do our kids or
grandchildren live in this state. My opinion is we
(voters - not our family, but we as a state) counted
our chickens before they hatched when the lottery
was approved; our budget should not have changed
to include a possible influx of funds from the
lottery; for like other states the lottery has not met

mailto:bsgarrett@sbcglobal.net
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the goals it promised. Once again our schools are
asked to cut what is vital & a promise is broken
again about educators receiving their bonus after
this year for their national accreditation (no we
have no teachers or instructors in our family in this
state either.)

2. My brother, David Wayne Teal, No. CF-2009-
5105 was given probation (probably by Gov Henry
@the end of his term) while waiting to be tried for
manufacturing meth in our Mother's home. How
can he receive probation when he broke it? I don't
understand. I also don't understand why his
sentence is concurrent instead of consecutive. I
was told it was not necessary to attend the
sentencing, but I would have protested (if it's
allowed) such short sentence when this is his 21st
drug related conviction.

Thank you for all you do and God bless you in all
your endeavors.

Brenda Garrett CPS
 



From: Josephine Byrne
To: brian.schatz@hawaii.gov
Subject: States Don"t Have To Implement Obamacare!
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 1:23:25 PM

As a concerned American citizen, I am writing to respectfully demand that you move to immediately

refuse to set up Obamacare “insurance exchanges” & reject the massive & unsustainable expansion of

Medicaid.

 

States Don't Have To Implement Obamacare! That's the secret about Obamacare that the

administration & liberal pundits in the mainstream media don’t want you to know. The states are under

no obligation whatsoever to create Obamacare exchanges or to expand their Medicaid rolls to

unsustainable levels.

 

More than a dozen states (Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, MISSOURI,

Montana, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, & Virginia) already have made it illegal for state

employees to implement Obamacare’s individual or employer mandates.

 

Obamacare is bad policy that is already driving up the cost of health care in our great country, adding

to our mounting & unsustainable debt, & stripping the ability of Americans to make our own health care

choices. It is now up to the States to STOP Obamacare once & for all.

 

In a matter of hours & days following the re-election of Barack Obama, dozens of U.S. companies

announced plans to lay off thousands of workers. So far, more than 30 companies (& counting) – both

large & small – have announced layoffs. The reason: The high costs of complying with Obamacare.

 

No more excuses. The time for action is now! I respectfully demand that you move to immediately

refuse to set up Obamacare “insurance exchanges.”
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From: Dixie Nixon
To: Governor Info
Subject: States to Stop ObamaCare
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 8:31:54 PM

Governor Fallin, I am forwarding an e-mail I received from American Political Action Committee
(AmeriPac) requesting you as my govenor to opt out of the horrible Obamacare.  If we are take
our country back from the corruption it has been drug through, we must stand erect, square our
shoulders and be ready to fight for our freedoms; just as our forefathers had to do to give birth
to this country.  I am forwarding this e-mail to my contact list and request that act as responsible
citizens and Oklahomans.
 
Expecting your support,
 
L. P. and Dixie Nixon

 

 

 

 

From: AmeriPAC [mailto:patriot@ameripacupdate.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 2:14 PM
Subject: States to Stop ObamaCare

 

 

View this Email as a Web Page

STATES RESIST & REFUSE OBAMACARE
Friends, as we wait to see if Congress will actually obey the Will of the People, there is another
way to keep the hounds of ObamaCare from our doorstep - compel our Governors to enforce
the 10th Amendment and refuse to implement the wallet busting, freedom killing socialized
medicine program known as ObamaCare.

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM OBAMACARE - TELL YOUR STATE TO RESIST &
REFUSE! - FAX YOUR STATE NOW!

In the wake of the devastating SCOTUS ObamaCare ruling, several states are taking a stand and
refusing to implement Obama's socialized medicine scheme. Governors like Florida's Rick Scott,
Wisconsin's Scott Walker and Texas' Rick Perry have drawn a line in the sand and told the
Federal government "thou shall not pass"!
This week, Texas Governor Rick Perry issued a scathing letter to HHS Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius informing her and the entire administration that TEXAS WILL NOT COMPLY:
The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius



Secretary
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 2020I
Dear Secretary Sebelius :
In the ObamaCare plan, the federal government sought to force the states to expand their
Medicaid programs by * in the words of the Supreme Court - putting a gun to their heads. Now
that the "gun to the head" has been removed, please relay this message to the President: I oppose
both the expansion of Medicaid as provided in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
and the creation of a so-called "state" insurance exchange, because both represent into the
sovereignty of our state.

TELL THE STATES - DO NOT COMPLY - NO OBAMACARE - FAX NOW!

I stand proudly with the growing chorus of governors who reject the PPACA power grab. Thank
God and our nation's founders that we have the right to do so.
Neither a "state" exchange nor the expansion of Medicaid under the Orwellian-named PPACA
would result in better "patient protection" or in more "affordable care." What they would do is
make Texas a mere appendage of the federal government when it comes to health care.
The PPACA does not truly allow states to create and operate their own exchanges. Instead, it
gives the federal government the final say as to which insurance plans can operate in a so-
called "state" exchange, what benefits those plans must provide, and what price controls and
cost limits will apply. It leaves many questions to be answered later through federal "future
rulemaking."

TELL THE STATES - DO NOT COMPLY - NO OBAMACARE - FAX NOW!

In short, it essentially treats the states like subcontractors through which the federal government
can control the insurance markets and pursue federal priorities rather than those of the
individual states.
Through its proposed expansion of Medicaid, the PPACA would simply enlarge a broken
system that is already financially unsustainable. Medicaid is a system of inflexible mandates,
one-size-fits- all requirements, and wasteful, bureaucratic inefficiencies. Expanding it as the
PPACA provides would only exacerbate the failure of the current system, and would threaten
even Texas with financial ruin.
I look forward to implementing health care solutions that are right for the people of Texas. I
urge you to support me in that effort. In the meantime, the PPACA's unsound encroachments
will find no foothold here.
Sincerely,
Rick Perry
Governor
We need to compel each and every state to resist and refuse Obama's medical schemes. It may
be the only way we escape the final destruction of our rights.

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM OBAMACARE - TELL YOUR STATE TO RESIST &
REFUSE! - FAX YOUR STATE NOW!

Defend America,

Alan M. Gottlieb
Chairman, AmeriPAC

If you prefer to send a check, please mail to:
American Political Action Committee (AmeriPAC)
PO Box 1682
Dept Code 6113-n-ag



Bellevue, WA 98009-1682
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From: Sarah Folsom
To: Governor Info
Cc: lisajbilly@okhouse.gov
Subject: States to Stop ObamaCare
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 2:59:52 PM

Governor Fallin and Representative Lisa Billy,
 
Hopefully, you and our Oklahoma Congress will opt out of Obamacare for the sake of Oklahomans. 
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!
 
Sarah
 

From: AmeriPAC [mailto:patriot@ameripacupdate.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 2:14 PM
Subject: States to Stop ObamaCare
 
 

View this Email as a Web Page

STATES RESIST & REFUSE OBAMACARE

Friends, as we wait to see if Congress will actually obey the Will of the People, there is

another way to keep the hounds of ObamaCare from our doorstep - compel our

Governors to enforce the 10th Amendment and refuse to implement the wallet busting,

freedom killing socialized medicine program known as ObamaCare.

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM OBAMACARE - TELL YOUR STATE TO RESIST &
REFUSE! - FAX YOUR STATE NOW!

In the wake of the devastating SCOTUS ObamaCare ruling, several states are taking a

stand and refusing to implement Obama's socialized medicine scheme. Governors like

Florida's Rick Scott, Wisconsin's Scott Walker and Texas' Rick Perry have drawn a line

in the sand and told the Federal government "thou shall not pass"!

This week, Texas Governor Rick Perry issued a scathing letter to HHS Secretary

Kathleen Sebelius informing her and the entire administration that TEXAS WILL NOT

COMPLY:

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
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Washington, D.C. 2020I

Dear Secretary Sebelius :

In the ObamaCare plan, the federal government sought to force the states to expand

their Medicaid programs by * in the words of the Supreme Court - putting a gun to their

heads. Now that the "gun to the head" has been removed, please relay this message to

the President: I oppose both the expansion of Medicaid as provided in the Patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act and the creation of a so-called "state" insurance

exchange, because both represent into the sovereignty of our state.

TELL THE STATES - DO NOT COMPLY - NO OBAMACARE - FAX NOW!

I stand proudly with the growing chorus of governors who reject the PPACA power

grab. Thank God and our nation's founders that we have the right to do so.

Neither a "state" exchange nor the expansion of Medicaid under the Orwellian-named

PPACA would result in better "patient protection" or in more "affordable care." What they

would do is make Texas a mere appendage of the federal government when it comes to

health care.

The PPACA does not truly allow states to create and operate their own exchanges.

Instead, it gives the federal government the final say as to which insurance plans can

operate in a so-called "state" exchange, what benefits those plans must provide, and

what price controls and cost limits will apply. It leaves many questions to be answered

later through federal "future rulemaking."

TELL THE STATES - DO NOT COMPLY - NO OBAMACARE - FAX NOW!

In short, it essentially treats the states like subcontractors through which the federal

government can control the insurance markets and pursue federal priorities rather than

those of the individual states.

Through its proposed expansion of Medicaid, the PPACA would simply enlarge a broken

system that is already financially unsustainable. Medicaid is a system of inflexible

mandates, one-size-fits- all requirements, and wasteful, bureaucratic inefficiencies.

Expanding it as the PPACA provides would only exacerbate the failure of the current

system, and would threaten even Texas with financial ruin.

I look forward to implementing health care solutions that are right for the people of

Texas. I urge you to support me in that effort. In the meantime, the PPACA's unsound

encroachments will find no foothold here.

Sincerely,

Rick Perry

Governor

We need to compel each and every state to resist and refuse Obama's medical

schemes. It may be the only way we escape the final destruction of our rights.
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PROTECT YOURSELF FROM OBAMACARE - TELL YOUR STATE TO RESIST &
REFUSE! - FAX YOUR STATE NOW!

Defend America,

Alan M. Gottlieb

Chairman, AmeriPAC

If you prefer to send a check, please mail to:

American Political Action Committee (AmeriPAC)
PO Box 1682

Dept Code 6113-n-ag

Bellevue, WA 98009-1682

 

Paid for by AmeriPAC, a federally-authorized and qualified multi candidate political action committee. Not
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with federal elections. Maximum contribution per individual per calendar year is $5,000. Contributions from
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From: Rhelda Nye
To: Governor Info
Subject: States to Stop ObamaCare
Date: Saturday, July 14, 2012 8:32:25 PM

Governor Mary, PLEASE REFUSE OBAMACARE for OKLAHOMA.  It does not even line up with the BIBLE
or Constitution. Obama is a Muslim and is not even a US Citizen. He is enjoying a FREE Ride at "OUR"
expense. Killing the USA Freedom and so much more.
 
Thanks,
Rhelda Nye
 
 
 
 
States to Stop ObamaCare

 

View this Email as a Web Page

STATES RESIST & REFUSE OBAMACARE
Friends, as we wait to see if Congress will actually obey the Will of the People, there is another
way to keep the hounds of ObamaCare from our doorstep - compel our Governors to enforce
the 10th Amendment and refuse to implement the wallet busting, freedom killing socialized
medicine program known as ObamaCare.

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM OBAMACARE - TELL YOUR STATE TO RESIST &
REFUSE! - FAX YOUR STATE NOW!

In the wake of the devastating SCOTUS ObamaCare ruling, several states are taking a stand and
refusing to implement Obama's socialized medicine scheme. Governors like Florida's Rick Scott,
Wisconsin's Scott Walker and Texas' Rick Perry have drawn a line in the sand and told the
Federal government "thou shall not pass"!
This week, Texas Governor Rick Perry issued a scathing letter to HHS Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius informing her and the entire administration that TEXAS WILL NOT COMPLY:
The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius
Secretary
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 2020I
Dear Secretary Sebelius :
In the ObamaCare plan, the federal government sought to force the states to expand their
Medicaid programs by * in the words of the Supreme Court - putting a gun to their heads. Now
that the "gun to the head" has been removed, please relay this message to the President: I oppose
both the expansion of Medicaid as provided in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
and the creation of a so-called "state" insurance exchange, because both represent into the
sovereignty of our state.

TELL THE STATES - DO NOT COMPLY - NO OBAMACARE - FAX NOW!

I stand proudly with the growing chorus of governors who reject the PPACA power grab. Thank
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God and our nation's founders that we have the right to do so.
Neither a "state" exchange nor the expansion of Medicaid under the Orwellian-named PPACA
would result in better "patient protection" or in more "affordable care." What they would do is
make Texas a mere appendage of the federal government when it comes to health care.
The PPACA does not truly allow states to create and operate their own exchanges. Instead, it
gives the federal government the final say as to which insurance plans can operate in a so-
called "state" exchange, what benefits those plans must provide, and what price controls and
cost limits will apply. It leaves many questions to be answered later through federal "future
rulemaking."

TELL THE STATES - DO NOT COMPLY - NO OBAMACARE - FAX NOW!

In short, it essentially treats the states like subcontractors through which the federal government
can control the insurance markets and pursue federal priorities rather than those of the
individual states.
Through its proposed expansion of Medicaid, the PPACA would simply enlarge a broken
system that is already financially unsustainable. Medicaid is a system of inflexible mandates,
one-size-fits- all requirements, and wasteful, bureaucratic inefficiencies. Expanding it as the
PPACA provides would only exacerbate the failure of the current system, and would threaten
even Texas with financial ruin.
I look forward to implementing health care solutions that are right for the people of Texas. I
urge you to support me in that effort. In the meantime, the PPACA's unsound encroachments
will find no foothold here.
Sincerely,
Rick Perry
Governor
We need to compel each and every state to resist and refuse Obama's medical schemes. It may
be the only way we escape the final destruction of our rights.

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM OBAMACARE - TELL YOUR STATE TO RESIST &
REFUSE! - FAX YOUR STATE NOW!

Defend America,

Alan M. Gottlieb
Chairman, AmeriPAC

If you prefer to send a check, please mail to:
American Political Action Committee (AmeriPAC)
PO Box 1682
Dept Code 6113-n-ag
Bellevue, WA 98009-1682

Paid for by AmeriPAC, a federally-authorized and qualified multi candidate political action committee. Not authorized by
any candidate or candidate's committee. Contributions to AmeriPAC will be used in connection with federal elections.
Maximum contribution per individual per calendar year is $5,000. Contributions from foreign nationals and corporations
are prohibited. Contributions are not deductible for federal income tax purposes.

Copyright © 2012 AmeriPAC, All Rights Reserved.
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From: D Bro
To: Governor Info; bingman@oksenate.gov; schulz@oksenate.gov; brinkley@oksenate.gov; branan@oksenate.gov;

tw.shannon@okhouse.gov; daledewitt@okhouse.gov; skye.mcniel@okhouse.gov
Subject: Stop Obama Care
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 1:08:04 PM

Governor Fallin,
 
    This weekend at the south steps of the capitol we the people had a healthcare rally to stop the
implementation of what we all call,"Obamacare."  Sorry you had to miss it. We do not want any
exchanges set up what so ever!
 
 
1. We do not want a huge increase in Medicaid expansion as Governor Scott of Florida has stated. This
will be the same problem right here in Oklahoma. Many other goverrnors are refusing. Will you join
them?
 
2. You sent back the $50 million to start setting up the exchanges, don't cave in now!
 
3. Please terminate as soon as possible the OHIET Oklahoma Health Informtation Exchange Trust.
 
4. Both Senator Coburn and Representative Lankford have signed a letter dedicated to full repeal of
government takeover of healthcare and they ask you and all other governors to join us to oppose its
implementation. 
 
 
5. The Heritage Foundation has estimated the tax increase will cost all Oklahomans an average of
$2501-$3000 dollars. How about some free market competition to drive the cost down?
 
I could go on and on but you get my point. I and everyone I know don't want anymore
goverrnment FORCED upon us. This will be a fiasco at best.
 
I ask for a response and pray it is positive for all Oklahomans.
 
                                                                                                                    Sincerely,
 
                                                                                                                    David Brooke  
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From: MORRIS PHILPOTT
To: Governor Info
Subject: Support Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:52:15 PM

Governor Fallin:

I am writing to ask you to support the expansion of Medicaid for low-income,
uninsured Oklahomans.  We could provide health coverage for tens of thousands in
our state and also improve our state's workforce.

As the federal government will pick up the cost of this expansion for the first three
years and 90% of the cost after 2020, it seems to make sense to keep our citizens
and especially our children healthy.

Now that the Supreme Court has ruled and the presidential election results are in, it
is clear that the health care law is here to stay.  Let's not continue the fight--let's
make good choices for our citizens.

I urge you to make the responsible choice for Oklahoma and allow our state to join
Medicaid.

Thank you for your consideration.

Morris and Janell Philpott
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From: C. Wright
To: Governor Info
Subject: Tainted Money
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2011 3:27:50 PM

"It's a shame that GOP legislators are doing the bidding of a man like George Kaiser
who's more concerned about passing Obama's agenda than furthering conservative
causes.  We know that Mr. Kaiser is behind the push for Gov. Fallin to accept
Obama's Race To The Top grant money and he is also pushing for the GOP
legislators to implement Obamacare Health Exchanges."
This came to me in an email today.  If this is true, SHAME ON YOU!
It has gotten to the point that we cannot trust any of our elected officials
to be straight up and do the right, Christian things.  Greed and the love of
money is bringing this country to its knees and allowing the Devil to take
control!  Shame, Shame, Shame.  However, you will have to answer for
this.
In His Serivce, The Wright Family
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From: Miki Booth
Subject: TEA Parties & Judicial Watch Being Set Up for Blame? - Who Is Behind the "US Day of Rage" on 9/17/11
Date: Monday, August 22, 2011 3:06:27 PM

Guys,

Sept 17th is the day stock markets around the world will crash and Obama and the
democrat party, aided by the media will blame the "tea party". They are already in
attack mode with intentional tactics vilifying the movement. Today vile socialist
mouthpiece, Maxine Waters stated, "The tea party can go straight to hell!" and FOX
contributor's Bob Beckel is ramping up his hate-filled rhetoric calling us"teabaggers"
and leading the 'blame game' against constitutional conservatives - their targets have
a name—TEA PARTIES.

You will recall that recently a "leader" of Judicial Watch sent email requests for a
"peaceful" rally at D.C. capitol and state capitols. Why would Judicial Watch
support a rally on the same day that Marxists/agitators with ACORN and Unions
plan a Bill Ayers-esque "Day of Rage" targeting capitalism? Or maybe they didn't.
Maybe Obama plans to pin the damage on Judicial Watch for their recent victories:
August 16 - Judicial Watch Sues National Labor Relations Board for Documents
Concerning Boeing Lawsuit; August 17 - Judicial Watch Victory: Court Slaps Down
Obama Administration Secrecy, Rules White House Visitor Logs Subject to FOIA;
August 18 - Judicial Watch Uncovers New Documents: Obama Administration
Bankrolls Massive Internet Propaganda Campaign to Push Obamacare.

Obama is running scared. Proof of forgery, identity fraud and criminal conspiracy is
catching up to him. What is really going on with his Martha's Vineyard "vacation"? -
Working on a jobs plan or facilitating chaos?

Sept. 17 - Don't be a fool! Stay home and keep your powder dry.

Miki Booth
Founder, Route 66 Tea Party

The Patriots

A message to all members of The Patriots

the Blaze

What, exactly, is a “US Day of Rage?” Well, on September 17th we may find out for
certain, but until then, The Blaze is revealing what information does exist about this very
nefarious-sounding campaign.

A US Day of Rage is the title given to a day of ostensibly “non-violent” civil disobedience
orchestrated by a group of radicals — that reportedly include SEIU’s Stephen Lerner and
ACORN founder Wade Rathke (who, coincidentally, formerly served as president of SEIU’s
local New Orleans branch) — targeting Wall Street and U.S. capitalism. It’s worth noting
that the title of the movement — if its intentions are indeed non-violent in nature —

mailto:mikibooth@yahoo.com
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appears to contradict itself slightly.

But what is perhaps even more interesting than its title is who is allegedly behind the movement.
You may recall that back in March The Blaze exposed Lerner for stating his aspirations to
destroy JP Morgan Chase and cause the collapse of the entire stock market.

Now, the US Day of Rage protests, staged by a collective of activist groups allegedly in
conjunction with Lerner and Rathke, are planning the actual “occupation” of Wall Street
September 17, complete with a tent city set smack-dab in the middle of Manhattan’s financial
district. Similar protests are purportedly set to take place across the nation — and even world —
at the same time. Some Day of Rage organizers are even calling on activists to squat in
Manhattan’s financial district for monthsat a time.

The Blaze’s report on Lerner, who serves on SEIU’s International Executive Board, caught the
union agitator stating:
So, a bunch of us around the country are thinking about who would be a really good company to
hate? We decided that would be JP Morgan Chase. .... And so we’re going to roll out over the
next couple of months what will hopefully be an exciting campaign about JP Morgan Chase that
is really about challenge the power of Wall Street. And so what we’re looking at is in the first
week of May, we get enough people together – we’re starting now – to really have a week of
action in New York with the goal of ... I don’t want to go into any details because I don’t know
which police agents are in the room, but the goal would be that we would roll out in New York
the first week in May.

Then, like clockwork, some 400 activists brought Lerner’s dream to fruition and converged on JP
Morgan Chase’s annual shareholders’ meeting in May — this time in Columbus, Ohio rather than
New York. The group that staged this particular protest, the National People’s Action, reportedly
confirmed it was there as part of its “Showdown in America” campaign against the big banks.
Since the location of JP Morgan Chase’s meeting was surrounded by a moat, the activists, who
likened themselves to Robin Hood, even brought a collapsible bridge to “storm the castle.”

It is also perhaps worth noting that in March, The Blaze reported Rathke and Lerner called for
“days of rage in ten cities around JP Morgan Chase.” Rathke mentioned some of Lerner’s key
assertions:
While labeling Lerner an ex-SEIU official who was signaling that unions and community
organizations were “dead,” also reported hook-line-and-sinker that in May, according to Lerner,
there would be days of rage in ten cities around JP Morgan Chase signally the beginning of the
anti-banking jihad.
So it might add up now that Klein Online reported Rathke’s efforts are being organized by
Lerner, who, as part of his planned protests, called for “a week of civil disobedience, direct
action all over the city:”

The planned Sept. 17 day of rage seems to be the culmination of Rathke’s efforts.
Those efforts are being organized by Stephen Lerner, an SEIU board member who reportedly
visited the Obama White House at least four times.
The aim, according to Lerner, is to “destabilize the folks that are in power and start to rebuild a
movement.”

But the Days of Rage campaign might go even further than originally thought. While one US
Day of Rage website is somewhat vague about its slated activities, other Days of Rage organizers
are quite bold in revealing their intentions to occupy Wall Street September 17 and remain there
for literally months, in a kind of “US Tahrir Square.“AdBusters published a statement by a group
dubbed ”Culture Jammers” that states:
“How do we bring down the stock market? How do we bring down their bonuses? How do we



interfere with their ability to, to be rich?” Lerner asked rhetorically in March.

On September 17, we want to see 20,000 people flood into lower Manhattan, set up tents,
kitchens, peaceful barricades and occupy Wall Street for a few months. Once there, we shall
incessantly repeat our one simple demand until Barack Obama capitulates.
...there is a very real danger that if we naively put our cards on the table and rally around the
“overthrow of capitalism” or some equally outworn utopian slogan, then our Tahrir momentwill
quickly fizzle into another inconsequential ultra-lefty spectacle soon forgotten. But if we have the
cunning to come up with a deceptively simple Trojan Horse demand ...

Not to mention the myriad coordinated Days of Rage AdBusters reveals are set to roll out at other
stock exchanges worldwide:
Inspired by the visceral potential of the Wall Street occupation, the Indignados of Spain just sent
us word that on September 17th they too will set up camp outside the Madrid Stock Exchange.
The surprise announcement, that their #TOMALABOLSA will join your
#OCCUPYWALLSTREET, may embolden other cities as well. A rumor suggests the financial
district of Paris may be next ... or will it be Toronto’s Bay Street, Sydney’s Martin Place, or some
yet to be chosen site in London?

Then on October 6th another kind of encampment begins in Washington, DC.
With a bit of luck, and the right mix of nonviolence and tenacity, S17 just might cascade into a
Tahrir Moment on an international scale – wouldn’t that be something?
We call on jammers across the world to occupy financial districts on September 17:
#TOMALABOLSA in Madrid, Spain (Confirmed)
#OCCUPYFDSF in San Francisco, USA (Confirmed)
#OCCUPYBAYSTREET in Toronto, Canada
#OCCUPYCANARYWHARF in London, UK
#OCCUPYMARTINPLACE in Sydney, Australia
#OCCUPYBANKENVIERTEL in Frankfurt, Germany
#OCCUPYMARUNOUCHI in Tokyo, Japan
But if a group of enraged activists — endorsed by the likes of Stephen Lerner — occupying Wall
Street with tent cities were not enough — it actually gets worse. The term “Day of Rage” finds
origin in “Days of Rage,“ a violent set of riots waged in Chicago in 1969 by theWeathermen’s
Bill Ayers and Bernadine Dohrn. The Weather Underground terrorist organized his “Rage” in an
attempt to bring troops back home from Vietnam. Similarly, this most recent US Day of Rage is
co-organized by a group that calls itself “The War Resistance League.”

Yet despite Ayers’ initial claim that his Day of Rage, too, would be “non-violent,” during the
four day rampage that started in Chicago’s historic Lincoln Park, the Weathermen arrived in full-
cladbattle gear, helmets and weapons in tow, and called on activists to kill the rich and even their
own parents.

During an interview with Chicago Mag, Ayers, with no regrets, summed up his riot’s intended
purpose, stating, ”kill all the rich people. Break up their cars and apartments. Bring the revolution
home, kill your parents—that‘s where it’s really at.

Ayers went on to explain away his Day of Rage, saying, “the rhetoric was excessive because the
times were excessive.”
“The war had escalated, so naturally the language escalated. No one thought I meant that
literally.” But as it turns out, Ayers did.

As the Weathermen marched on, smashing windows and vandalizing property through the tear-
gassed streets of Chicago, nearly 300 militants were arrested and over 60 people were injured.
Some reports estimate the damage climbed to hundreds of thousands of dollars, which, four



decades ago, was a steep price indeed.

But, never breaking with character, the remorseless Ayers trivialized the destruction, stating that
”the Days of Rage was an attempt to break from the norms of kind of acceptable theatre of ‘here
are the anti-war people: containable, marginal, predictable, and here‘s the little path they’re going
to march down, and here’s where they can make their little statement.’ We wanted to say, “No,
what we’re going to do is whatever we had to do to stop the violence in Vietnam.’”

Similarly, two of the activists from the new Day of Rage revealed similar intentions when they
explained that physically “putting your body in the way” of an injustice is more effective than
traditional means of non-violent protests.

But to Ayer’s delight, his Days of Rage ended with his band of radical protesters marauding the
streets of Chicago causing complete destruction.

“The streets became sparkling and treacherous with the jagged remains of our rampage,” a
nostalgic Ayers wrote about his window-smashing ”crystal chaos.”

Meanwhile, the broader US Day of Rage movement, that also operates under the moniker,
“Occupy Wall Street,“ states it is an ”idea not a party” and lists its basic tenets and principles on
the official website.

So now we will have to wait and see what becomes of the latest Days of Rage incarnation. We
are, however, given a little insight into the thinking some organizers of the US Day of Rage via
several informational videos posted on Rage’s website.

The “how to” videos and“handbook” on civil disobedience provided by the movement’s
organizers do include instruction on how to resist arrest and disrupt court hearings. Not a hopeful
sign they intend to remain on the “civil” side of disobedience.

In the video, one of the organizers even likens his movement to Gandhi’s. We wonder what
Gandhi would say about the use of the word “rage” at all, let alone if the protests turn out the
same, violent way the Weathermen’s did. Will these new radicals, lead by SEIU’s Stephen
Lerner, rampage through the streets of New York, vandalizing property, injuring people and
wreaking havoc until the tear gas is deployed? We shudder to think.

Here's a copy of their “Handbook for Nonviolent Campaigns”
http://www.wri-irg.org/pubs/NonviolenceHandbook

Click here to read the entire post or to make a comment.
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From: sfolsom sfolsom
To: Governor Info
Cc: lisajbilly@okhouse.gov
Subject: Tea Party Patriots - great WSJ article -call gov!!
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:10:24 PM
Attachments: obamacare not sure thing.jpg

Governor Fallin and Representative Billy,
 
Please read the newspaper article below.  We request that you make the decision for
Oklahoma to opt out of Obamacare. 
 
Thank you for your response.
 
Henry and Sarah Folsom

 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Mallory <teaparty@weblawman.com>
Date: Mon, Nov 19, 2012 at 10:35 AM
Subject: Tea Party Patriots - great WSJ article -call gov!!

Tea Party Patriots,

I have attached a copy of an article from today's Wall Street Journal.  It explains our
last chance to stop ObamaCare.  Call Gov. Fallin's office and express your opinion. 
521-2342

Don't forget our meeting about the Muslim Brotherhood on the 29th of November. 
I'll send more info later.   There is still a lot we can do.  Get energized and make a
difference!!!!

Mallory

mailto:sfolsom@pldi.net
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
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From: Debi Golden
To: Governor Info
Subject: Thank you Governor Fallin
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 1:52:11 PM

Dear Governor Mary Fallin-
 
As a small business owner (second generation family-owned business) and a resident of Oklahoma, I
applaud your stand on the impending health care reform and Medicaid.  I believe as you that the
proposal will either require the State of Oklahoma to spend funds to simply comply with the
proposed regulations, or force us into reliance on federal funds (which, with the deficit, are
completely nonexistent). 
 
My company’s health care cost has increase to the point that our best option for health insurance
for our employees is now $1300 a month for family coverage, when we are employing most of our
semi-skilled workers at $12-$18 an hour.  We pay 80% of the employee’s premium, and 50% of their
dependents premium.  At this point, the $2000 fine per employee for not providing health insurance
for our employees is a gift that would allow us to hire additional workers.  We currently have 22
employees.
 
The final or latest version of ‘Obamacare’, intended to provide insurance for every American, has
skyrocketed my costs, will directly negatively impact the unemployment rate across our state and
country and ultimately will leave Oklahomans without health care.
 
Your decision is consistant with the belief of the majority of Oklahomans, including myself and
my management staff.  We wish you well in the coming months as you take our fight to the front
line.
 
Best regards,
 
Debi Golden
President
Toll Free:  (800) 776-8713
Email:  dgolden@hydrantrepairparts.com
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From: TRAVIS L PETTYJOHN
To: Governor Info
Subject: Thank You!
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:23:30 PM

Governor Fallin,
Thank you for standing strong against the Federal Government's attempted health-
care takeover and for refusing to setup an 'Obamacare exchange' in our Great
State.  In the history of our great Union there has never been a broader attempt to
limit our God given rights such as with that of the current administration.  Please
continue to fight the good fight to preserve our individual freedom(s) & liberties. 
 
Leadership such as yours is what is needed most at the present time and is
unfortunately lacking by many other fellow Republicans in Office.  You're
continuously in our thoughts & prayers as is our Great State and the United States
as a whole.  Keep up the fight!   
 
Thank you & God Bless,
Travis Pettyjohn
Edmond, OK.
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From: Midge Graves
To: Governor Info
Subject: Thank you
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 2:04:50 PM

I would like to thank Governor Fallin for standing up to the Federal Government and saying NO to
the health care exchanges.  I believe the expansion of Medicaid would have bankrupt Oklahoma, so I
appreciate your decision.
 
"I consider the foundation of the Constitution as laid on this ground that 'all powers not delegated to the United States, by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states or to the people.' To take a single step beyond the
boundaries thus specially drawn around the powers of Congress, is to take possession of a boundless field of power, not longer
susceptible of any definition." --Thomas Jefferson, Opinion on the Constitutionality of a National Bank, 1791

 
Mary M. "Midge" Graves

Coyle, OK  73027

 



From: Jim Lion
To: Governor Info
Subject: thank you
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:45:00 PM

I applaud your decision not to impliment Obamacare and your decision to seek state-based
solutions.
 
May this resident of California make a suggestion? Build a medical school or two in
Oklahoma, subsidize the tuition, and require graduates to remain in Oklahoma to practice
medicine for at least ten years. More doctors means more competition, and competition
lowers costs. This is a good way forward, and the country needs to see a state successfully
pull it off.
 
Jim Lion
writer/director
West Hollywood



From: Kathy Parker
To: Governor Info
Subject: Thanks!
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:28:49 AM

You have renewed my faith in you as governor. Thank you for refusing the Obamacare Heath
exchanges in Oklahoma!

Alan and Kathy Parker

Yukon ok. 73099.

Sent from my iPhone



From: Jacqueline Pettit
To: Governor Info
Subject: The Affordable Health Care Plan (OBAMACARE)
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 11:31:05 AM

Gov. Fallan,
 
Mary, you enjoy a great health care plan provided to you and your family by the citizens of
Oklahoma, However; you in your arrogance do not think that we, your constituents deserve
the same! You stated that Oklahomans don't want anything to do with OBAMACARE you
are WRONG very WRONG! You never asked us what we wanted you just took it on your
self to decide something so important to our state without our imput. Mary you are the worst
Governor Oklahoma has ever had! YOU NEED TO STOP PLAYING POLITICS AND DO
WHAT IS RIGHT FOR YOUR STATE COMPLY WITH THE PRESIDENT AND THE
AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE PLAN.
 
Yours,
Jacqueline L. Pettit

mailto:pettitjacqueline@yahoo.com
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From: Govtech Today
To: Governor Mail-In
Subject: The Future of Cyber-Warfare, Race Cars, How to Make Health Info Exchanges
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2011 6:08:52 AM

Subscribe to Government Technology  |  Comment on Facebook  |  View Newsletter in Browser

GovTech Today

Thursday, September 22, 2011

Top Story
Q&A: What Government Can Do About Cyber-Terrorism

     Look Back: Pentagon Studies the Cyber-Space Battlefield

Advertisement

Lenovo ThinkCentre M70e available for $629.99 at CDW•G 
Boost your agency potential with the M70e entry-level desktop – designed for large

enterprises that need to shrink operational, maintenance and energy costs. Specs:

Core 2 Duo E8400 / 3GHz processor, RAM 4GB and HDD 500GB . Visit CDW•G to

learn more .

News and Features
How Baltimore Tuned its Situation Awareness Before the City’s IndyCar Race

Report Outlines Best Practices for Creating Health Insurance Exchanges

     Last Year: States Got Funding for HIE Models

Photo of the Week
The Ghost Town Where Cutting-Edge Technologies Will be Tested

Question of the Day
Today in 1979 the so-called “Vela Incident” took place. What was it?

Most Popular
Where’s Rahm Emanuel? Online Map Tracks Chicago Mayor’s Travels

Surveillance Cams Worth the Money, Don’t Always Reduce Urban Crime, Study Finds
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Editor's Choice
Hawaii Seeks 1 Gbps Statewide Broadband Access by 2018

Industry Papers

Secure Tech Support for Remote Employees 
This white paper discusses how an enterprise remote support solution is crucial to

maintaining and improving operations as governments increase the amount of remote

employees and implement bring your own device policies. Download the paper here.

Custom solutions from Cox Business make networks resilient
Most consumers know Cox as a major provider of broadband cable television, but many

public agencies in Virginia also rely on Cox’s leading telecommunications capabilities to

optimize their network reliability. Cox Business offers a variety of network solutions, using

the latest technologies, to help achieve business continuity and disaster recovery goals.

Download the paper here.

Survey
Government Efficiencies Trend Survey – Enter to Win $50 AMEX 

How does your agency’s budget and cost control rank in areas of document and content management?

Government Technology and Kofax invite you to answer 10 simple questions. Take the survey here.
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From: The Hill
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: The Hill"s E-news: August 2, 2012
Date: Thursday, August 02, 2012 5:40:39 AM

The Hill's E-news

 August 2, 2012  

The Hill: Portman ‘frustrated’ at Bush budget office
By Alexander Bolton
Mitt Romney’s presidential campaign is promising to become more media-friendly after headlines
during the Republican candidate's weeklong foreign trip highlighted an increasingly fractious
relationship with the press.

The Hill: Auto bailout helps Obama keep consistent lead in Ohio
By Amie Parnes and Niall Stanage 
President Obama holds a small but significant lead in the perennial battleground state of Ohio,
where a victory could spoil any chance for Mitt Romney to win the White House.

The Hill: Tough primaries in August will be career-enders for some lawmakers
By Cameron Joseph 
At least four lawmakers will have their careers end this month, as August could prove the toughest
stretch in a rough year for House incumbents.

The Hill: Bipartisan group urges presidential debate on national debt and deficit
By Molly K. Hooper and Erik Wasson 
A bipartisan group of senators and political strategists are pressing for a national presidential
debate on the Bowles-Simpson deficit-reduction plan. 

The Hill: House extends all Bush-era tax rates
By Russell Berman
The House approved a one-year extension of the Bush-era tax rates on Wednesday night, with 19
Democrats joining all but one Republican.

The Hill: Reid jabs Boehner's offer to reconvene on fiscal cliff stalemate
By Russell Berman
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid did not take kindly to Speaker John Boehner’s (R-Ohio) offer to
reconvene the House if the Senate passed legislation averting the so-called “fiscal cliff.”
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The Wall Street Journal: Romney adds staff to work with VP pick
By Patrick O'Connor
Mitt Romney's campaign is adding more staff to work with the candidate's eventual vice-
presidential pick, an indication that a choice is drawing nearer now that Mr. Romney has returned
from a trip

The Washington Post: Once a shoe-in, Thompson in battle for Wisconsin Senate seat
By Karen Tumulty
A month ago, many people in this state presumed that Tommy G. Thompson — still a household
name here after serving an unprecedented four terms as governor — had a lock on the Republican
nomination for the Senate.

The New York Times: Tea Party Aims to Apply Its Touch to the Senate G.O.P.
By Jennifer Steinhauer
The Tea Party is very much alive in the drive for Republican control of the Senate, portending a
potential shake-up in the mind-set of the chamber. The easy Republican primary victory in Texas
on Tuesday of Ted Cruz, the 41-year-old Sarah Palin-blessed upstart, virtually assured the latest
Tea Party candidate a seat in the chamber next year. And he will not be alone when it comes to
those backed by the movement, which propelled Republicans to control of the House in 2010.

The Hill's E-news

Republicans, Obama budget chief trade blame for sequestration cuts
By Jeremy Herb
Republican lawmakers and the Obama administration’s budget chief blamed one another for
sequestration Wednesday as a top Pentagon official warned the automatic spending cuts would
lead to an “unready, hollow” military force.

Lawmakers consider reducing car part patents to boost third-party manufacturers
By Keith Laing
The chairman of a House committee that oversees patent enforcement said  Wednesday that he
was "open-minded" about allowing third-party auto-part manufacturers to sell parts for U.S.
automobiles that have been involved in collisions.

House to vote on Richardson ethics report Thursday
By Pete Kasperowicz 
The House will vote Thursday on an unusually harsh report from the Ethics Committee on Rep.
Laura Richardson (D-Calif.).

Cybersecurity Act expected to fail
By Jennifer Martinez
The Senate’s cybersecurity bill is likely to go down in defeat on Thursday, ending any hope of
passing a measure by the end of the year to protect America’s networks.
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Opinion: Need for affordable care cuts across party lines
By Tom Daschle and Bill Frist
On June 28, 2012, the Supreme Court issued a decision that affects the health and well-being of
every American, as well as the fiscal future of our nation. By affirming the constitutionality of the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), the private and public sectors can now turn to
implementation, along with natural and needed shaping and modification of the underlying policy
along the way.

Romney to rally with GOP governors, including top VP candidates
By Justin Sink
Mitt Romney will have a chance to rally with some of the likely finalists for his vice presidential
selection at a star-studded rally Thursday in Colorado coinciding with a national meeting of the
Republican Governors Association.

Obama marvels at women's gymnastics team after gold medal win
By Adele Hampton 
President Obama heaped praise Wednesday on the U.S. women's gymnastics team after their gold
medal win at the London Olympics. He also expressed a degree of wonder at their ability to
perform dangerous routines with such artistry. 

Fate of ‘extenders’ markup, wind credit in flux
By Ben Geman 
The Hill’s On The Money blog has the latest on fluid Senate talks over extension of a suite of
expired or soon-to-lapse tax breaks — including the wind energy production tax credit that the
industry calls vital.

Pro-Obama super-PAC reserving $30M in airtime
By Justin Sink 
The super-PAC supporting President Obama's reelection campaign has begun reserving some $30
million in autumn ad time across several swing states as Democrats look to battle back against a
likely onslaught of commercials from outside conservative groups.

Russian trade bill gets stuck
By Vicki Needham
Congress will not move a bill that would normalize trade ties with Russia before leaving for a five-
week recess, business sources said Wednesday. 

WWII vet Sen. Inouye: Obama's birth-control mandate is no Pearl Harbor
By Elise Viebeck
The Senate's most senior member called out a Republican congressman for comparing the federal
birth-control mandate to the events of Pearl Harbor and Sept. 11, 2001.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001XHLxSEDY9gxngbopWJPa0-K4hJYK1b5N3_LGzbQEDVkb-wPcDbxvBAoEoOyutZCO_vsJ8gAJzuuxolnsafJOj5D6EE2th8wZ3wCvNiZ90v1NuMoV8POxKD1ZOLon1nosmL9YbLPuj1ctlMAzVvfzni65xG0j40L1zuKM59qMdnrdD51AW7CMEPx8WMyrb7BJnX0PzTfMjFA2SJGr6SHrplc1L0ZaAVT7QXYhyfLzf1c=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001XHLxSEDY9gxv5lS8Pu2y3oLgBXEWju2k9a_Xu6Hx4WrAKaKma2E7avtit2MsKVhWNweBuXEz9YB1bxCzfpR-SbDKn3-vEYe5J8GDCA8SRnMAePi1sJJck0JM_gGkHtB6S4rplj810lHAt7DqIaniAv6sOCU2OcnHijLxcROpN-FLAmJN3nBQFpLpe5AJJPk9EUpm4_j1fUJiG6VEa3B8EBv8-yVsSv-HZa5SbKwCbpKZKnWH_eJA7w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001XHLxSEDY9gwJ20eB38a1EQBpA4b9OTzhbtv6k-cwywMToeo8bTANAgyjmHTO6KvUpEaORgm3vevK_F9BdReoDemdUNjIecWeKV9H4HV8mXbv0-ABxkHaB5Lv7hJXKptvBHFFAUGdomWI4BaiSyqHa8ckYm82KkpIdziPvpFVdZ39ebbO8AU_kdflRF4p62cbxQDq66oXe4O_Xp7-eRH0Q8qndDqNNTar
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001XHLxSEDY9gyZQ8soqyZnQFK_MKD531J2kGKSpsoK49IPWbp8GbvsQvoDSE6dtMAocEuGoZK-JGoXM_GJ3m9LdNur62RVgxO80fnm4YoPm45OTnPDl0wgd8RC-6e0GuX-a6dJoYGWWaqH-7pC3zVsUYu6-fAnFovkVqjdtOxZKr_xPnB_GNWEiTltJnWvEsLtQP1pGWuAvTjuAhTucDVrtg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001XHLxSEDY9gxv_tMYtrqKqgprsDpOO0pLpRNXyCDiABcoPd-OrM4EQ-V2I4rMTDWI7sozlacRH4mucjhJGeNh9Oo1JZTKw4CGIJnni2LaRX0gUjHDQ0hSfEShNLqjCcn-DcHhyFB6kaWlq1qRqxQ9FfsvZ1MEmPhgkePGlVvDQzUdSMWkMHpg608oganMM3tV_aZ4bGUVpu5lkAhdItHQDs9Kt8tOHLfS
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001XHLxSEDY9gxK6VOioGgnFnDGi1XMlfP_GU1W0mhNxCzGhrK472h8MwCKnfudwPi5Fq8M9LXxna96BEMySYcifi-qov4dPygYRSyFWepoyz4HZkUJ9Osx7LwFoPtBM8dzQtrxb_ASxvKvfMdnT8rtdWIPPe4N5ZdNbuMkyuVS5kEhugp_SABc58wVCuwFa8nzmKhNFSLmuFIaNnU8d1ht7A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001XHLxSEDY9gzuePLXwMBYB9rD1o6Rh38vPu-V-P-9eJEUdppy6-yukVfxbrCMQZZ6r3WyJZ1xbqiUu0_VbAn0u3-zvM9lspBWyJIunnwt-e0fV5g80v3KB9qeF1VMMbop3DwxrDe0_cZkGMcGTOMVqCObRi0WAS6qbrB8SRA3aRO8cdg35SHiqHabWPYXs9esr79xRJit8EuE0QpjinTlAZN2CeYn_DF15vjZDwjY6s7p-yxF6QaXip_xKxTLtjPS


Forward email

This email was sent to katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov by news@thehill.com |  
Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

The Hill | 1625 K Street | NW Suite 900 | Washington | DC | 20006

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=rif8facab&m=1101665244433&ea=katie.altshuler%40govelect.ok.gov&a=1110624934914
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001Jzhx8uVKgrOWLrrSceTOhB9PXF8pG_t9ouK3jpowxYg%3D&t=001GKVSFw3aVlo7iu8xggztOQ%3D%3D&l=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&r=001IqezpQbqEsU%3D&llr=rif8facab
mailto:news@thehill.com
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001Jzhx8uVKgrOWLrrSceTOhB9PXF8pG_t9ouK3jpowxYg%3D&t=001GKVSFw3aVlo7iu8xggztOQ%3D%3D&l=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&r=001IqezpQbqEsU%3D&llr=rif8facab
http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp


From: The Hill
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: The Hill"s E-news: September 17, 2012
Date: Monday, September 17, 2012 5:29:58 AM

The Hill's E-news

 September 17, 2012  

The Hill: Obama holds edge over Romney 50 days before the election
By Cameron Joseph
Obama is ahead of Romney by a narrow margin in most national polls, and has a slightly wider
lead in most swing states, giving Romney almost no room for error.

The Hill: With voting under way, Romney camp faces test from Obama’s ground game
By Niall Stanage
The Obama campaign has a near-legendary reputation in this regard, built upon the field operation
that propelled the then-senator to victory over Hillary Clinton and, later, John McCain in 2008. The
Romney campaign, however, insists that it has an infrastructure in place that will level the playing
field.

The Hill: Romney to hit Obama on immigration, jobs in speech to Latino group
By Meghashyam Mali
Mitt Romney will seek to bolster his support among Latino voters Monday with an address to the
U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce in Los Angeles, hitting President Obama on the economy and
vowing to reform the nation’s “broken” immigration system.

The Hill: Rice contradicts Libyan account, says attack was not premeditated
By Julian Pecquet
The Obama administration is sticking to its position that Tuesday's deadly attack in Benghazi
wasn't premeditated, contradicting U.S. lawmakers and Libya's own president.

The Hill: Despite GOP assault, voters give Obama the edge on healthcare
By Sam Baker
Voters may not love “ObamaCare,” but they still prefer President Obama to Mitt Romney on
healthcare issues.

The Hill: No official White House endorsement of House Dems’ sequester alternative
By Mike Lillis
Even as President Obama draws fire from Republicans over looming sequester cuts, the White
House has so far refrained from endorsing the Democrats' plan to avoid them. 
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The Hill: New Romney TV ads refocus attack on Obama economy
By Justin Sink 
Mitt Romney is releasing a pair of television ads Monday, renewing his attack on President
Obama's economic record and outlining his own plan "for a stronger Middle Class," one that has
become a cornerstone of his campaign stops and appearances.

The Hill: Lawmakers concede Postal Service overhaul unlikely before Nov. election
By Bernie Becker
Lawmakers are conceding that an overhaul to the struggling Postal Service won’t be enacted
before November’s elections – and that any reforms passed this year may not be as sweeping as
originally sought.

The Hill: Netanyahu says he won’t let people ‘draw me’ into US election
By Meghashyam Mali 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Sunday warned Washington that time was running
short to prevent Iran from gaining nuclear weapons and denied that his increased pressure was
motivated by the American presidential election.

The Hill: Poll: Warren opens up 6-point lead over Brown in Mass. Senate race
By Peter Schroeder
Elizabeth Warren has opened up a 6-point lead against Sen. Scott Brown (R-Mass.) in their hotly
contested senatorial race, according to a new poll.

The Hill: Report: Obama crams for debates, works to keep answers concise
By Julian Pecquet
President Obama is cramming for his three prime-time debates with Mitt Romney next month by
practicing brief and concise answers, senior campaign strategist David Axelrod told Reuters.

The Hill: Opinion: Bill Clinton’s call for bipartisan co-operation worth heeding
By Judd Gregg
Although Bill Clinton certainly did not speak for the majority of the Democrats at their recent
national convention, the former president made the most important and needed observations of
any of the speechmakers in Charlotte.

The New York Times: Amid discord, Romney seeks to sharpen message
By Jim Rutenberg and Jeff Zeleny
With time dwindling for him to gain an edge in the presidential race and with an outbreak of
finger-pointing signaling trouble in his campaign, Mitt Romney plans to begin an offensive this
week, his aides said, seeking to give voters a clearer picture of where he wants to take the
country.

The Wall Street Journal: Investor bankrolls big Romney campaign
By Sara Murray and Brody Mullins
A billionaire investor whose family owns the Chicago Cubs is pressing ahead with a multimillion-
dollar pro-Republican political campaign, bucking a political furor that emerged when the effort
first become public.

Bloomberg: Wall Street walks as defense, tech back Obama's campaign
By Jonathan D. Salant
Health care, telecommunications and defense industry workers are fueling President Barack
Obama’s re-election campaign, even as Wall Street walks away from his candidacy.
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Report: Panetta says anti-American protests ‘likely to continue’
By Meghashyam Mali
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta said the wave of anti-American protests in the Muslim world
was likely to continue, but suggested the level of violence was decreasing.

GOP rails against Amtrak subsidies
By Keith Laing 
Republicans in the House are planning to continue their campaign against Amtrak this week. The
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee will hold a hearing Thursday to investigate "41
Years of Taxpayer Subsidies" to the national passenger rail service.

Report: Teachers union to continue strike
By Meghashyam Mali
The Chicago public teachers union on Sunday decided to continue a weeklong strike as efforts to
craft a settlement feel short.

Pelosi: Ryan boosts Democrats’ chances of winning back House
By Meghashyam Mali 
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) on Sunday said that Mitt Romney’s selection of Rep.
Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) as his running mate helped tip the battle for the House in Democrats’ favor.

Obama surrogate applauds states on fracking
By Zack Colman
A surrogate for the Obama campaign praised states’ abilities to regulate hydraulic fracturing, or
fracking, even as the administration prepares to roll out federal rules on the practice.

Christine O’Donnell considering another run for Senate
By Meghashyam Mali
Tea party favorite Christine O’Donnell says she is considering another run for Senate from
Delaware in 2014.
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THE HILL: GOP lawmakers want Romney to stay fuzzy on tax reform details
By Bernie Becker 
Congressional Republicans are fully backing Mitt Romney’s broad-brush approach to tax reform,
illustrating the advantage that both sides see in being light with the details.

THE HILL: Romney to receive intelligence briefings starting next week
By Daniel Strauss
Mitt Romney will begin receiving intelligence briefings next week, his campaign said on Thursday.

THE HILL: GOP, Dems trade blame on spending, then pass six-month resolution
By Pete Kasperowicz
House Republicans and Democrats spent an hour blaming each other for Congress's failure to
complete its work on 2013 spending bills this year, then held their noses and passed a giant, six-
month continuing resolution that will keep the government running until late March.

THE HILL: Ryan gets hero’s welcome from House GOP upon return to DC
By Erik Wasson and Russell Berman
Republican vice presidential nominee Paul Ryan got a hero’s welcome from his colleagues on
Thursday as he returned to the Capitol for the first time since being named by Mitt Romney to the
GOP ticket.

THE HILL: Pelosi: ‘We’ll see’ whether Egypt is ally
By Mike Lillis
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (Calif.) called Thursday for continued U.S. aid to Egypt but
stopped short of labeling the Muslim nation an ally.

THE HILL: Ben Bernanke: 'We're just trying to get the economy moving'
By Peter Schroeder
The Federal Reserve embarked on a broad new effort Thursday to spur the economy just weeks
before the presidential election, announcing an open-ended bond-buying program aimed at
boosting the labor market until it improves "substantially." 

The New York Time: Egypt moves to heal rift after hearing from Obama
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By David D. Kirkpatrick, Helene Cooper and Mark Landler
CAIRO — Following a blunt phone call from President Obama, Egyptian leaders scrambled
Thursday to try to repair the country’s alliance with Washington, tacitly acknowledging that they
erred in their response to the attack on the United States Embassy by seeking to first appease
anti-American domestic opinion without offering a robust condemnation of the violence.

The Washington Post: Romney sharpens attack on foreign policy
By Philip Rucker
Advisers to Mitt Romney on Thursday defended his sharp criticism of President Obama and said
that the deadly protests sweeping the Middle East would not have happened if the Republican
nominee were president.

The Wall Street Journal: Obama holds lead in three key states
By Neil King, Jr.
With few voters still on the fence, President Barack Obama holds leads over Mitt Romney in new
polls of Ohio, Florida and Virginia, three of the states likely to determine who wins the White
House in November.

The Hill's E-news

Rebalance of power on intelligence needed on Capitol Hill, experts say
By Carlo Muñoz 
The balance of power between the White House and Capitol Hill on intelligence has shifted
dramatically to the administration's favor in recent years, leading lawmakers responsible for
oversight of the intelligence community exceedingly to defer to the executive branch.

Lawmakers question Obama administration truck, bus safety programs
By Keith Laing 
Republicans on the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee questioned on Thursday
the Department of Transportation's handling of bus and truck safety programs that were put in
place in 2010.

Senate postpones vote on veterans' jobs bill until next week
By Ramsey Cox 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) postponed a vote on the motion to proceed to the
veterans’ jobs bill until next Wednesday.

Google: Violence required taking down anti-Islam video in Egypt, Libya
By Brendan Sasso
Google has blocked a controversial YouTube video in Egypt and Libya that mocks the Prophet
Muhammad and is believed to have sparked a series of violent protests.

Opinion: Lack of leadership emboldens our enemies and endangers America
By Rep. Joe Wilson (R-S.C.)
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The United States of America was attacked in Benghazi, Libya two days ago on the 11th
anniversary of September 11, 2001. This was not a riot; it was a coordinated assault on a United
States Consulate that led to the assassination of the United States Ambassador to Libya,
Christopher Stevens along with three brave associates. This was an act of terrorism and must be
dealt with in a harsh and prompt manner.

Obama wishes 'L'Shana Tovah'
By Daniel Strauss
President Obama released a new video recognizing Rosh Hashnah and Yom Kippur on Thursday.

Romney blasts Obama on defense spending at campaign rally
By Cameron Joseph 
FAIRFAX, Va. — Mitt Romney reframed his attacks on President Obama's foreign policy on
Thursday, making a point to call the deaths of four diplomats in Libya a "tragedy" before pivoting
to a critique of the defense spending cuts included in sequestration and on trade with China.

House Republicans scrub climate change concerns from EPA bill
By Ben Geman 
The latest House bill aimed at thwarting climate change regulations drops previous language that
acknowledged scientific concerns about global warming and evidence of rising temperatures and
sea levels.

New Warren ad indicates shift in media strategy following criticism from fellow Dems
By Alexandra Jaffe
Massachusetts Senate candidate Elizabeth Warren (D) released a new ad on Thursday with a
different tone than her previous commercials after facing criticism from fellow Democrats about
her advertising strategy.

House Democrat makes another play for Romney tax records
By Bernie Becker
A senior House Democrat reupped his push to force Mitt Romney to release more tax returns on
Thursday, saying there were serious questions about the GOP nominee’s finances that could not be
answered otherwise.

Dems raise funds to 'Protect ObamaCare'
By Elise Viebeck
Democrats are hoping to draw on support for President Obama's healthcare law as they fundraise
for November.
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The Hill: Liberals fear lame-duck betrayal by Obama
By Alexander Bolton 
Major labor unions and dozens of liberal groups working to elect President Obama are worried he
could “betray” them in the lame-duck session by agreeing to a deal to cut safety-net programs.

The Hill's 25 Women to Watch
By The Hill Staff
Hillary Clinton, Nancy Pelosi, Condoleezza Rice — these are women who have made their marks in
politics in a big way. But look beyond this highest tier of the country’s most powerful figures and
you’ll find a cadre of highly effective women fighting for policies and drawing attention, both
favorable and critical, to their own political futures.

The Hill: Obama, Romney campaigns battle to define state of tight presidential race
By Amie Parnes and Justin Sink
President Obama and Mitt Romney battled Tuesday to define the state of the presidential race
with just two weeks to go before Election Day.

The Hill: Each side sees path to victory on Election Day
By Niall Stanage 
Both presidential campaigns insisted Tuesday that they are better positioned to win a tight race
for the White House that looks like it will come down to the wire.

The Hill: Democrats say they are open to extension of payroll tax holiday
By Bernie Becker, Erik Wasson and Mike Lillis
Democrats are sounding increasingly open to extending the payroll tax cut after months of keeping
it at arm’s length.
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The Hill: Fiscal cliff approaches and concerns mount
By Ian Swanson 
Economists, budget hawks and business groups are growing more and more concerned that
Washington will allow the nation to go over the fiscal cliff by doing nothing to prevent looming
spending cuts and tax increases.

The Hill: Romney stresses leadership in closing weeks
By Christian Heinze
It’s tempting to, once and for all, toss foreign policy aside and conclude that it won’t matter in this
year’s election.

The Hill: Mourdock: Pregnancy from rape can be 'something God intended to happen'
By Cameron Joseph 
Republican Indiana Senate candidate Richard Mourdock said Tuesday night that pregnancy caused
by rape can be "something God intended to happen."

The Hill: Candidates retain ties to companies
By Cameron Joseph
A number of Senate candidates have not cut their ties to companies with vested interests in
legislation the contenders could be voting on, should they be elected.

The Hill: K Street prepares for sequestration battle
By Kevin Bogardus 
A variety of interests on K Street have amassed their forces to stop the dreaded $1.2 trillion
budget sequester, new lobbying disclosures reveal.

The Hill: Republicans try to sink the president over his comment on Battleship
By Carlo Muñoz 
Mitt Romney’s campaign on Tuesday launched a rhetorical broadside against President Obama for
his debate-night zinger on the future of the Navy, hoping to use the comment to sink the
president’s chances in a pair of key swing states.

The Hill: Study: Congressional staffers believe they work longer hours
By Russell Berman
Congressional staffers believe they work longer hours than their counterparts in the private sector,
according to a new survey set to be released Wednesday.

The New York Times: Standard of living is in the shadows as election issue
By David Leonhardt 
A decade-long stagnation in family incomes, a bedrock issue for the nation, has been caused by
automation and globalization, among other factors not easily remedied in Washington.

The Washington Post: The many motives of a mega-donor
By Marc Fisher
Sheldon Adelson’s giving supports his political and business interests, but also more selfless
pursuits.

The Wall Street Journal: Campaigns tailor appeals to suburban women voters
By Laura Meckler
Women have long been essential to President Barack Obama's victory plan, but they are especially
key now as his support has ebbed among other voters such as white men and seniors.
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White House: Obama’s position on sequester unchanged
By Jeremy Herb 
White House press secretary Jay Carney said that President Obama’s comments on Monday that
sequestration “will not happen” did not represent a change in his position.

Obama: 'We might not have an auto industry’ if Romney had been president
By Keith Laing 
President Obama delivered an extended riff on his administration’s handling of the $80 billion
bailout of the U.S. auto industry during his second campaign appearance of the day Tuesday in
Ohio.

Lawmakers call on DOD to comply with ‘Made in USA’ uniform rule
By Pete Kasperowicz 
A bipartisan group of 52 House members called on the Defense Department Tuesday to ensure
that it is in full compliance with the Berry Amendment, which requires DOD to only buy military
uniforms that are made in the United States.

ACLU requests documents on domestic drones
By Brendan Sasso
The American Civil Liberties Union filed requests with five federal agencies on Tuesday for records
on the use of drones in domestic airspace.

Opinion: Obama's record of overreach
By Rep. Sam Graves (R-Mo.)
The Obama administration’s relentless government expansion has become a disturbing pattern.

Foreign policy debate drew lowest viewership of all three 2012 debates
By Daniel Strauss 
The final debate between Mitt Romney and President Obama garnered the smallest viewership of
all three debates, Nielsen Ratings said on Tuesday.

Romney: Campaign 'full speed ahead' while Obama is 'reduced'
By Justin Sink 
Mitt Romney looked to battle back against aggressive attacks by President Obama during Monday's
presidential debate and on the campaign trail, saying Tuesday the president had been "reduced"
by the strength of the Republican candidate's insurgent campaign.
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American Farm Bureau caught in crossfire over biofuels
By Zack Colman 
Tensions among ranchers and farmers might lead the nation’s largest farm lobby to alter its
position on the federal biofuel mandate.

Romney jumps to narrow lead in WaPo-ABC poll
By Justin Sink
Mitt Romney seized a narrow, single-point advantage in Tuesday's tracking poll by The Washington
Post and ABC News, the first time the Republican presidential nominee has led in the survey since
August.

WTO moves forward on China auto, and U.S. aircraft trade cases
By Erik Wasson
The World Trade Organization (WTO) on Tuesday established dispute panels in two cases
involving the United States, one in which the U.S. is the plaintiff against China and another in
which it is defending an action brought by Europe.

Issa threatens subpoenas over IRS rules regarding healthcare exchanges
By Sam Baker 
House Republicans are threatening a new round of subpoenas over President Obama's healthcare
law, taking aim this time at the law's most expensive provision.
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The Hill: Obama hits Romney hard in final debate
By Justin Sink and Amie Parnes
President Obama and Mitt Romney took each other on in the final presidential debate of the 2012
campaign Monday night, fighting to prove their credentials as the right leader for America on the
world stage.

The Hill: Role reversal in final showdown
By Niall Stanage
President Obama and Mitt Romney reversed roles in Monday evening’s third and final presidential
debate. The incumbent fought with a challenger's aggression while the GOP nominee mostly
avoided heated disagreement, except to make jabs on the economy.

The Hill: Under pressure from Romney, Obama says military sequester won't happen
By Jeremy Herb 
President Obama said flatly that sequestration "will not happen” as he defended against attacks
from Mitt Romney over defense cuts at Monday’s debate.

The Hill: Romney leaves Libya attack to Republican lawmakers in Congress
By Julian Pecquet
The one foreign policy topic that was expected to dominate Monday night's foreign policy debate
barely got a mention: Libya.

The Hill: Candidates joust on so-called 'apology tour'
By Julian Pecquet 
President Obama called Mitt Romney's allegation that he went on an “apology tour” in his first
year in office the “biggest whopper” of the campaign and proceeded to slam Romney for raising
money during his trip to Israel this summer.

The Hill: Obama's 'horses and bayonets' debate comment tops Twitter chatter
By Alicia M. Cohn 
President Obama won the night when it comes to memorable one-liners during Monday night's
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debate.

The Hill: Obama, Romney lay out postwar visions for Afghanistan
By Carlo Muñoz 
President Obama and GOP presidential hopeful Mitt Romney laid out their strategic vision for
Afghanistan and the region once U.S. forces pull out of the country in the next two years.

The Hill: Budget issues enter foreign policy debate
By Cameron Joseph
Budget issues stole the spotlight for a period of the third presidential debate, a sign both
candidates know the economy is voters' top priority.

The Hill: Campaign season idles K Street
By Kevin Bogardus and Megan R. Wilson
Election Day can’t come soon enough for K Street. Several of Washington’s biggest shops reported
a decline in lobbying revenue this past quarter, a three-month stretch when lawmakers were
mostly at home campaigning for reelection instead of working on legislation.

The Hill: McCain: Obama throwing Clinton, CIA 'under the bus' on Libya attack
By Justin Sink 
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) accused President Obama on Monday of throwing Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton and the Central Intelligence Agency "under the bus" in the aftermath of the deadly
terrorist attacks on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya.

Associated Press: Obama, Romney pumped for dash to the finish
By Nancy Benac and Ken Thomas
Their debates now history, President Barack Obama and Republican Mitt Romney on Tuesday open
a two-week sprint to Election Day powered by adrenaline, a boatload of campaign cash and a
determination to reach Nov. 6 with no would-have, should-have regrets in their neck-and-neck
fight to the finish.

The New York Times: An unseen force looms large over the race
By John Harwood
For Mitt Romney, former President George W. Bush represents a burden to minimize but for
President Obama, his record offers a shield on the economy.

The Washington Post: In final face-off some common ground 
By Scott Wilson
Mitt Romney appeared to move closer to President Obama on a range of foreign-policy issues.

The Hill's E-news

Obama, Romney tangle over troops in Iraq
By Jeremy Herb 
President Obama went after Mitt Romney at the start of Monday’s debate over the end of the war
in Iraq, accusing Romney of wanting to keep 10,000 troops there.
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Obama, Romney trade blows on auto bailout in foreign policy debate
By Keith Laing 
President Obama and Mitt Romney traded barbs at Monday night's third presidential debate about
the bailout of the U.S. auto industry.

Issa warns taxpayers' loss on Solyndra loan may near $850 million
By Pete Kasperowicz 
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee Chairman Darrell Issa (R-Calif.) on Monday
charged that the controversial loan to the failed solar-panel maker Solyndra could lead to
hundreds of millions of dollars in lost tax revenue for the government — pushing the total cost far
beyond the $535 million already incurred when the company went bankrupt.

Obama makes push for improved math and science education during final debate
By Jennifer Martinez
President Obama brought up the importance of improving math and science education in the U.S.
multiple times during Monday's final presidential debate, arguing that it would boost job growth
and keep America competitive globally.

Opinion: Congress stuck in neutral on LGBT equality
By Chad Griffin, president, Human Rights Campaign
Any high school Civics student could tell you that it takes 218 votes to block a piece of legislation
in the United States House of Representatives. According to the Human Rights Campaign’s new
Congressional Scorecard released last week, there are currently 219 members of the House dead-
set against fair treatment of LGBT Americans.

Schieffer slips once, mentioning 'Obama's bin Laden' in debate
By Sterling C. Beard 
In a night otherwise devoid of gaffes, debate moderator Bob Schieffer did have one slip-up.

Chris Matthews: 'Racial hatred' drives support for Romney on right
By Alexandra Jaffe 
Liberal pundit Chris Matthews explained Mitt Romney's support among conservatives, despite the
candidate shifting toward the center on a number of issues, as a product of "racial hatred."

Climate change shut out of presidential debates
By Zack Colman 
Climate change never emerged as a topic in the three presidential debates, disappointing greens
who say President Obama and GOP presidential candidate Mitt Romney have avoided discussing
the issue.

Poll: Obama edging Romney nationally
By Jonathan Easley
President Obama has a slim lead over Mitt Romney nationally, according to a Washington
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Post/ABC News poll released late Monday.

Romney promises China crackdown on day one
By Vicki Needham 
Republican hopeful Mitt Romney reiterated during Monday night's debate with President Obama
that he would label China a currency manipulator on his first day in office should he win the White
House.

Romney: Pay for defense spending with 'ObamaCare' repeal
By Sam Baker 
President Obama's healthcare law found a way into Monday night's foreign policy debate.
Republican candidate Mitt Romney raised the issue of the healthcare reform law when asked how
he will pay for a sharp increase in military spending.
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The Hill: Palin not running for president in 2012, will support conservatives
By Josh Lederman and Cameron Joseph 
Sarah Palin ended months of speculation Wednesday when she announced she will not run for
president.

 

   

 
The Hill: President embraces ObamaCare label
By Julian Pecquet 
President Obama is embracing the term “ObamaCare” on the campaign stump, attempting to turn the
tables on critics who use it in a derogatory way.

 

   

 
The Hill: Members back Wall Street protests
By Russell Berman and Alicia M. Cohn 
Democratic lawmakers have begun to embrace the Occupy Wall Street protests as they spread to
Washington on Thursday, with some likening the movement to a Tea Party of the left.

 

   

 
The Hill: House Republicans face fork in the road on balanced-budget amendment
By Erik Wasson 
With an eye on the 2012 elections, the House Republican leadership is debating whether to embrace
one of two strikingly different strategies on a balanced-budget amendment (BBA).

 

   
 < 
   

 
The Hill: Apple co-founder Steve Jobs dies at age 56
By Gautham Nagesh and Daniel Strauss 
Apple announced Wednesday that co-founder and chairman Steve Jobs has died at age 56.

 

   

 
The Hill: Trade deals were cash cow for K Street
By Kevin Bogardus 
A multimillion-dollar stimulus package for K Street is coming to a close.

 

   

 
The Hill: Historians say today’s rebukes of presidents have grown more extreme
By Joe Picard 
Criticism of the president has long been a staple of politics, but experts say lawmakers are becoming
more extreme in their rebukes of the commander in chief.

 

   

 
The Hill: Dems seek millionaire tax to fund jobs bill
By Alexander Bolton 
Senate Democratic leaders facing a revolt within their caucus announced an overhaul Wednesday of
President Obama’s jobs package and rejected his proposal to raise taxes on the middle class.

 

   

 
The Hill: Left upset with ‘machine,’ not Obama
By Mike Lillis 
Liberal activists who descended on Washington this week say they’re upset with the political system,  
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but not with President Obama.
   

 
The Hill: Opinion: GOP’s time to choose
By A.B. Stoddard 
The calendar now demands Republicans return from their three years in the wilderness and choose
the party’s direction, as well as its leader.

 

   

 
The New York Times: A candidate writing his own campaign rules
By Susan Saulny
After winning a recent straw poll in Florida, it would seem that it is Herman Cain’s moment, but his
public appearances have focused on his newly released book.

 

   

 

The Washington Post: The Democrats' shifting tax pitch
By Lori Montgomery
As they head into the 2012 campaign, Democrats are changing their definition of what it means to be
rich.

 

   

 

The Wall Street Journal: Christie's exit sends donors Romney's way
By Brody Mullins and Steve Eder
A day after New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie said he wouldn't run for president, several top Republican
fund-raisers came off the sidelines and pledged their support for Mitt Romney, the former
Massachusetts governor.
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Dems battle GOP over cuts to new FAA air traffic control system
By Keith Laing 
Advocates for a Federal Aviation Administration plan to implement a satellite-based air traffic
control system argued Wednesday against GOP cuts to the program.

 

  

  

 
Cloture vote on China currency bill set for Thursday
By Josiah Ryan 
After a slow day of back and forth debate on the merits and drawbacks of the China currency
bill, the Senate will take the next procedural vote on the legislation at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday.

 

  

  

 
Obama: World 'lost a visionary' in Jobs
By Daniel Strauss 
President Obama lamented the death of Apple co-founder Steve Jobs on Wednesday saying the
world "lost a visionary."

 

  

  

 

World bank weighs in on U.S. tax code, fossil fuel 'subsidies'
By Pete Sepp,Executive Vice President for the National Taxpayers Union
A newly leaked World Bank report calls on 24 OECD countries to boost tax burdens on their oil
and gas sectors—eventually by as much as $40-$60 billion annually—in order to funnel part of
the money raised to carbon-trading and other environmental concerns.

 

  

  

White House defends Holder amid Fast and Furious accusations
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=rif8facab&et=1108000342945&s=59558&e=001xIqcN0Ol8zgobMtzByskx2taNm5TMj481t4HNd627Q3TzUz6w9Dlxnn4nuPTXghe6m6Pyuq93coVTdvnzHopierlv6nTq9zjoWPcZI8wd1A_jiP2rQaKm0CvQKlPtrSDdggzeHa2oZGox50_3Hi6QO8R96wu_vAhl5Pw67w7q13W34rS18DJWtC0RWFDxFWn
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=rif8facab&et=1108000342945&s=59558&e=001xIqcN0Ol8zjoEnNlTGph8B04N5ecleYqyHD4jGM_7KgKYPYU9Diq0AAvDnn2dXNDqu1F0OnnYPXOVUKlfBPz2I0Uij4JG0t-vYpb8gBN71MkXgnoop_RU4YNrAF0vYP2EYpnyBpCq2a2PfxHaN4u5nCMWLTvSlTtZv_NkGjHeT3i3AsPsRRzoapiSiZ6BFvTakiMAvaZlfHIG5_jpO4cEMVCO5RiJqPj11ZIHXyU6ry2HtNkt0qtA1nhxVP_93kGsz4EUHsDLN4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=rif8facab&et=1108000342945&s=59558&e=001xIqcN0Ol8ziR49H0MHSvTn6DaRuN5y8yybvS_FR9wOEX0RyIWgVqAzpjYjMKIVSB4mLU6N2wPQKhEC22ayaJlliz6jGywZt9FyxHyvYp2SQumOuAI1eAt-yqZ-2lsF8dnVcO8JeiFFvHzCakfbqDEJuzaRtbtiXjox4IMRx5QmWQ0ySha2QJi9IbiYwcyxshzGzitHe0BMgxL58bMvDy5XDKVDm9xU-wxVJKmQkKFgOQQqRSBBaMal9eI_d6ltuxU455e3KOQqbx6LJ65p_ih6OrURpyLt9L
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=rif8facab&et=1108000342945&s=59558&e=001xIqcN0Ol8ziCrZLGOj9Ju-WZsMxLfF6BKL1uA7vwEpPuOjeHi9yKZQWn6DOHKoIsCOpTFysmWV05NevOfAXkizLbDdGhVDIU3CfOegFIxeRbyinvJLGcxImcA3JUNYVAe1sMYm2IB4s_tiHCrHtNl8JF6m9Nm8gU0767is5cYACbY4kNY9TceC9x6ng1NInX-VcyBD3wSTCMlcDbqAIL_BrGQ7f0ijcW
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=rif8facab&et=1108000342945&s=59558&e=001xIqcN0Ol8zi-Zl40xCY92wvfPTgpdWu8_4wplsHh47wrfQwYNQ-9j8Byz_wBZFJHVY55trKdfX1Ht7XFh8TjuXckWDUjDy8vn0-6bobow_DgkcyRpaXnQur5WrN7McVF0SL61JSgDGPLsbC4ZZZbse_VsnPLtL1xK4OJaJL9orBMplmWxmJJKuGnGo3V7cPGpMOzLxXc6qgnJXEm5e_T8T0Dxj_nsFRY
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=rif8facab&et=1108000342945&s=59558&e=001xIqcN0Ol8ziCSBOPH-pW7AhcWlZx_IQ_3i6CqpIrMO5SElxnkoAG107zrC9lom7z7_Z-lvhN-1bc5OxyBOq5RYBqG_4MPIM2LNNC9c-OJLAg5HSNDrqsOraC2kyfQgW9Bn3z6AhsjKzGuM3iiLkAN82KqGsr8PE8-EDw7mL7K2jXJJm1znYm2B0TFVhshvuxnv3aWspA7V1b11KCA7Q0Pxv7NzpRszYD65GjhfVspGQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=rif8facab&et=1108000342945&s=59558&e=001xIqcN0Ol8zg60G66h8-WRpkP-HB0zqO-sIYzZQqEyYvewgA7IHHPffcPrj4QAdthf-y-WF9ZkXOObiLvMMEcqdzYsQPjgR1i0zUJbLMfh6SZpj6Tsey1M_vuRUGVC2ewbaFyLLBXrmqmRGee7mjSGKyHZEOvSDqFIspUHMaGG2vWsvtRWqQgL9zEZMkMyHZBVIYQkMNTDieeFhHoiw88WdbxrmKtyZMG
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=rif8facab&et=1108000342945&s=59558&e=001xIqcN0Ol8ziJmCgvvWkvMuDH7WCRGvV93vlwNCmaVQPUd2jwKMCSdW_0rH9V8jV9GCkq5M0CIx7B3Tz7VFkUBV2DegvQcsbe77rveynYB7hbaBPu2B38Rm41iRf2-L_f2uUm5eIFWdI9df3nW-8SIgWBNvOFusbEXp4vkjGfwsUNJmFpJQQ-RUFJ3qRDt6K4pdzm7HeIPhYk3Y0jmjq_tHEqXaipHW6R-2_cz9aydpRd_yuDK6vZz2zVeW2BE7O_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=rif8facab&et=1108000342945&s=59558&e=001xIqcN0Ol8ziXJEDks3y2El4AjOHdhtbZIztuvlKGIFmW18rm6xYmenS7a8uHXrMPOHGAb0ftH6QjaexWg5hvTYhXhR9_ver-65tF4t8ndIV9l5M_CXnyWwBZb5Ij_cfhrk4qzQwLm-T6DjmSf9E2E4eg7RfObHaMlYnAV77UBlH0rFsji9xun54YX_hQKkLii6XgPzKBNslFaHuXrTANeKBDeFNgxj-D


 
By Jordy Yager and Alicia M. Cohn 
The White House defended Attorney General Eric Holder on Wednesday in the face of a growing
torrent of Republican criticism that he has not been truthful about his knowledge of a botched
gun-tracking operation.

 

  

  

 

Administration weighed second Solyndra loan despite struggles, emails show
By Ben Geman 
The Energy Department last year weighed granting the now-bankrupt solar panel company
Solyndra a second loan guarantee worth $469 million to further expand production despite signs
the company was struggling, emails among White House Office of Management and Budget staff
show.

 

  

  

 
Nevada moves 2012 caucus to Jan. 14
By Jamie Klatell 
The Nevada Republican Party announced Wednesday that it will hold its presidential caucus on
Jan. 14, likely pushing the first votes of the 2012 election cycle into 2011.

 

  

  

 
CBO estimates Obama jobs bill would add $175B in new spending
By Erik Wasson
Congressional budget examiners have projected President Obama's jobs bill will increase
spending by $175 billion over 10 years.

 

  

  

 
GOP demands HHS report on healthcare law's controversial CLASS program
By Sam Baker 
Congressional Republicans are demanding access to an actuarial report on the embattled CLASS
program created under the healthcare reform law.
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The Hill: Fight over Susan Rice holds risks for both Obama, GOP lawmakers
By Justin Sink
President Obama and congressional Republicans appear to be itching for a fight over U.N.
Ambassador Susan Rice’s possible nomination as Secretary of State.

The Hill: Dems, GOP signal room for compromise ahead of ‘fiscal cliff’ talks
By Alicia M. Cohn 
As they return to Washington this week, lawmakers from both parties are talking compromise to
avoid the impending “fiscal cliff,” showing a willingness to put once inviolable positions on the
negotiating table.

The Hill: White House: Threat of tax hikes could hurt holiday shopping
By Justin Sink 
The White House released a report Monday arguing that a failure to extend tax cuts for middle
class families could have a negative impact on the economy which outweighs the gains from
traditional Black Friday and Cyber Monday holiday sales.

The Hill: Report: GOP Rep. Capito to run for WV Sen. Rockefeller's seat
By Alexandra Jaffe 
Rep. Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.V.) will announce her bid for Democratic Sen. Jay Rockefeller's
seat on Monday, according to reports.

The Hill: Report: Rep. King to step down as chairman of Homeland committee
By Meghashyam Mali
Rep. Peter King (R-N.Y.) will step down as chairman of the House Homeland Security Committee in
the new Congress, according to reports.

The Hill: McCain: Rice could change my mind on Secretary of State vote
By Justin Sink 
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) said Sunday that U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice would have an
opportunity to convince him to back her to replace Hillary Clinton as Secretary of State, days after
the Arizona lawmaker pledged to block her possible nomination.
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The Hill: Sen. Graham ready to 'violate' anti-tax pledge for ‘fiscal cliff’ deal
By Alicia M. Cohn
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) on Sunday said he is ready to violate conservative activist Grover
Norquist's anti-tax pledge to reach a deal to avoid the looming "fiscal cliff."

The Hill: Levin: Obama must warn Morsi over power grab
By Justin Sink 
Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.), chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, said Sunday that he
believes President Obama must signal strong concern to Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi over
the leader's move to exempt himself from judicial oversight.

The Hill: Cannon office building due for major overhaul
By Megan R. Wilson
The Cannon House Office Building is in for a major overhaul, but there is a concern that a
remodeling project of such an unprecedented scope can be completed on time, on budget and,
most importantly, according to code.

The Hill: Rep. Meeks hopes for 'unified voice' on federal aid for Sandy
By Justin Sink 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-N.Y.), the Queens congressman who saw areas of his district badly
battered by Hurricane Sandy, said Sunday that he hopes for a bipartisan "unified voice" as
Congress weighs aid and grants for storm recovery.

The New York Times: Trying to turn Obama voters into tax allies
By Michael D. Shear
White House officials are reaching out to voters who supported President Obama during the
campaign and asking them to help him as he negotiates with Congress.

The Washington Post: What Clinton’s choices say about her future
By Stephanie McCrummen
Amid uncertainty about her future, examining Hillary Rodham Clinton’s choices as secretary of
state is one way to figure out what she may ultimately decide to do.

The Wall Street Journal: Geithner to play key negotiation role
By Damien Paletta
Timothy Geithner joined the Obama administration during a crisis. He's hoping not to leave during
one. The White House has tapped the Treasury secretary as its lead negotiator in deficit-reduction
talks with Congress, giving Mr. Geithner about a month to help cut a deal before $500 billion in
tax increases and spending cuts begin in January—and before his long-planned departure from the
administration.
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Report: White House sought to draft rulebook for Romney on drone strikes
By Justin Sink 
The Obama administration worked during the election to formally draft rules governing the
targeted killing of terrorists by unmanned drones in an effort to aid a possible transition had Mitt
Romney won the presidency.
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RNC, DNC spokesmen shave heads for charity
By Alicia M. Cohn 
Top spokesmen for the Republican National Committee (RNC) and Democratic National Committee
(DNC) are wearing a little less hair on Sunday after a show of bipartisanship in the name of cancer
research.

Rep. Frank: ‘Troubled’ by lawmakers’ prurient interest in Petraeus scandal
By Alicia M. Cohn 
Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) on Sunday criticized his fellow lawmakers for their handling of the
scandal surrounding the resignation of CIA Director David Petraeus, saying they are only interested
because it involves sex.

Sen. Lieberman: ‘Not a certainty’ lawmakers will reach 'fiscal cliff' deal
By Meghashyam Mali
Sen. Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.) on Sunday cautioned that despite optimism that lawmakers will
reach a deal to avoid the “fiscal cliff” a solution was “not a certainty.”

Obama faces huge challenge in setting up health insurance exchanges
By Elise Viebeck
The Obama administration faces major logistical and financial challenges in creating health
insurance exchanges for states that have declined to set up their own systems.
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The Hill: In lame-duck session, lawmakers aim to resolve legislative leftovers
By Russell Berman
Congress is running out of time, and not just when it comes to dealing with the looming fiscal cliff.

The Hill: Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr. resigns from Congress, acknowledges federal probe
By Daniel Strauss 
Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr. (D-Ill.) submitted a letter announcing his resignation from Congress to
Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) on Wednesday, according to a Boehner aide.

The Hill: Obama: Thanksgiving a time to unite after ‘passionate’ election
By Meghashyam Mali 
President Obama urged Americans to remember “what ties us together” after a hard-fought
election year, in his Thanksgiving Day address.

The Hill: McMorris Rodgers: ‘Clock is ticking’ on looming ‘fiscal cliff’
By Meghashyam Mali 
Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.) on Thursday warned that the “clock is ticking,” but that
Republicans were ready to work with President Obama to avoid the “fiscal cliff.”

The Hill: GOP takes aim at strengthened Amtrak
By Keith Laing 
House Republicans will hold new hearings next week on Amtrak, which Transportation Committee
Chairman John Mica (R-Fla.) is targeting for funding cuts despite recent record ridership numbers.

The Hill: Congress prepares for bailout of flood insurance program amid Sandy claims
By Erik Wasson 
Hurricane Sandy-related claims are pouring into the troubled government-run National Flood
Insurance Program — and Congress is girding for revived battles over the program’s debts.

The Hill: Clinton announces Gaza cease-fire
By Julian Pecquet
Israel and Hamas have agreed to a cease-fire in Gaza after a week of rocket fire and retaliatory
Israeli air strikes left at least 100 Palestinians and three Israelis dead, Secretary of State Hillary
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Clinton said Wednesday.

The Hill: Retail group calls for online sales tax before next holiday season
By Bernie Becker
With the traditional start of the holiday shopping season almost here, a business coalition is urging
Congress to take action soon on an online sales tax measure.

The Hill: Senate threatens to cut aid to Palestinians over statehood bid at UN
By Julian Pecquet
Senators from both parties warned Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas on Wednesday that he will
be putting millions of dollars of U.S. aid at risk if he goes forward with his planned statehood bid
at the United Nations next week.

The Washington Post: After election euphoria, liberals begin to worry about the
political fights to come
By Bill Turque
Just two weeks ago, liberals rejoiced over their strongest election showing in decades — re-
electing Barack Obama, picking up seats in Congress and scoring historic state ballot victories that
legalized same-sex marriage and recreational marijuana. But now much of the political left is
worried that what seems like a liberal “morning in America” could turn out to be a false dawn.

Associated Press: Trouble not over for Jesse Jackson Jr.
By Henry C. Jackson and Sophia Tareen
Jesse Jackson Jr.'s resignation from Congress might end his once-promising political career but it
doesn't mark the end of troubles for the civil rights icon's son.

The New York Times: Obama, Egypt leader forge link in Gaza deal
By Peter Baker and David D. Kirkpatrick
The cease-fire brokered between Israel and Hamas on Wednesday was the start of an unlikely
alliance, one with a fair measure of risk for President Obama and Mohamed Morsi, his Egyptian
counterpart.

The Hill's E-news

US forces putting Afghan transition plan into overdrive
By Carlo Muñoz 
PAKTIKA, Afghanistan — With less than two years before U.S troops withdraw from Afghanistan,
American commanders here are going full-bore to ensure that local military and government
officials will be ready to take over once coalition forces leave the country.

TSA defends handling of 'steampunk' watch
By Keith Laing 
The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) is defending its handling of a watch it thought
looked like a bomb during a recent screening in Oakland, Calif.
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House bill would require annual reports on illegal immigrants within US borders
By Ramsey Cox 
The House is expected to vote next week on a bill requiring the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) to report annually the number of people illegally inside the United States.

Google warns telecom treaty proposals threaten to 'regulate the Internet'
By Jennifer Martinez
Google unveiled an online advocacy campaign on Tuesday raising concerns with proposals to be
considered at an international telecom treaty conference in Dubai next month — warning that
some governments are using the upcoming treaty negotiations "to regulate the Internet."

Graham: Racism not behind Rice attacks, ‘only color’ at issue blood of those slain
By Justin Sink 
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) said Wednesday that it was unfair of congressional Democrats to
accuse him of racism or sexism in his criticisms of U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice over the Benghazi
consulate attack.

Obama pardons turkeys, Cobbler and Gobbler in White House ceremony
By Geneva Sands 
President Obama pardoned Cobbler and Gobbler, a pair of turkeys from Virginia, on Wednesday in
the White House Rose Garden, taking part in the annual presidential tradition and pageantry.

Gore: Potential for Congress climate deal growing
By Zack Colman 
Former Vice President Al Gore says a window is opening to work on climate change legislation in
Congress.

Club for Growth president warns against GOP involvement in primaries
By Alexandra Jaffe
Club for Growth President Chris Chocola panned the idea of greater GOP involvement in primary
races in an op-ed on Wednesday, at a time when leaders in the party are proposing just that to
solve the GOP's 2012 woes.

Boehner: 'ObamaCare' must be on the table in 'fiscal cliff' negotiations
By Sam Baker
President Obama's signature healthcare law has to be on the table for cuts as Congress tried to
negotiate a deal to avoid the "fiscal cliff," House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) wrote in an op-
ed.

GOP senator fires warning shot to Dems on stimulus measures
By Bernie Becker
A senior Senate Republican is pushing to offset any stimulus measure that is included in a “fiscal
cliff” deal.
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The Hill's E-news

 November 19, 2012  

The Hill: With election loss still fresh, GOP struggles to unite on path forward
By Niall Stanage
There are plenty of prescriptions for how the Republican Party might change after its
disappointments in the 2012 elections, but it is unclear how fast the GOP will coalesce around a
new direction.

The Hill: Murphy claims victory after recount deadline, West weighs challenge
By Meghashyam Mali
Democrat Patrick Murphy’s campaign is claiming victory in his race to unseat GOP Rep. Allen West
(Fla.) on Sunday after a deadline for certifying results passed and a partial recount added votes to
the challenger’s lead.

The Hill: Biden tours Sandy damage in NJ, pledges continued federal aid
By Brendan Sasso
Vice President Joe Biden visited New Jersey on Sunday to tour the damage from Superstorm
Sandy, telling residents of his personal connection to the region and pledging Washington’s help.

The Hill: Lawmakers face new pressure to extend unemployment benefits
By Vicki Needham 
Groups backing an extension of unemployment benefits have launched a new round of lobbying to
convince Congress to extend federal benefits to the long-term jobless.

The Hill: Five ‘ObamaCare’ battles to watch
By Sam Baker
Republicans aren’t going to repeal “ObamaCare” in the next four years, but there’s still plenty of
room for both political fights and policy changes.

The Hill: Pelosi: No fiscal-cliff deal without higher tax rates on the wealthy
By Sam Baker 
House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi said Sunday she could not accept a deal on the "fiscal cliff"
that does not include higher tax rates on the wealthy.

The Hill: Rep. Rogers: ‘Not sure’ Obama didn’t know of Petraeus probe before election
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By Meghashyam Mali 
House Intelligence Committee Chairman Mike Rogers (R-Mich.) on Sunday said he was not ready
to rule out the possibility that President Obama knew about former CIA director David Petraeus’s
affair before Election Day.

The Hill: Sen. McCain calls for Bill Clinton to lead Israel-Palestinian talks
By Brendan Sasso
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) suggested on Sunday that President Obama should send former
President Bill Clinton to lead cease fire talks between Israelis and Palestinians.

The Hill: Interior to probe deadly Gulf oil platform fire
By Ben Geman
The Interior Department has begun probing the explosion and fire on a Gulf of Mexico oil
production platform Friday that killed one worker, while another remains missing.

The Hill: Obama ‘supportive’ of Israel, but cautions against ‘ramping up’ Gaza fight
By Meghashyam Mali
President Obama on Sunday said he was “fully supportive” of Israel’s right to defend itself, but
said he hoped Israel could accomplish its military objectives without "ramping up" its operation in
Gaza.

The Hill: Opinion: In ‘fiscal cliff’ negotiations, Obama and Democrats face acute risks
By Juan Williams
The hidden side of the budget negotiation drama is the mounting pressure on President Obama
and Democrats to make a deal.

The New York Times: Back on Hill, Ryan remains a fiscal force
By Jennifer Steinhauer
Representative Paul D. Ryan has been tapped to help strike a deal to avoid big tax increases and
spending cuts by the end of the year, and to bring along fellow Republicans.

The Wall Street Journal: President weighs picks for cabinet, adviser positions
By Peter Nicholas and Carol E. Lee
President Barack Obama, who is on a four-day trip through Asia, is reviewing material on
reshaping his cabinet and is on track to announce some of his picks as early as the week after
Thanksgiving, people familiar with his plans said.

The Washington Post: Political comeback kids to take seats again in the House
By Ed O'Keefe 
Nine representatives are returning to the House after previously losing reelection or retiring from
office.

The Hill's E-news

Graham on Romney ‘gifts’ remark: ‘When you’re in a hole, stop digging’
By Meghashyam Mali
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) on Sunday blasted Republican nominee Mitt Romney's assertion that
Democratic "gifts" to minorities had helped them win the election.
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Jindal: Republicans need to stop saying ‘stupid things’
By Brendan Sasso
Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) criticized Republican candidates on Sunday for making comments
he said alienated voters and cost the party the presidency and key Senate seats.

Sen. Wyden: Congress ‘in the dark’ on natural gas exports
By Ben Geman
Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), the incoming chairman of the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, said the Energy Department must provide lawmakers more information about
proposals to ramp up U.S. natural gas exports.

Sen. Rubio's visit to Iowa fuels speculation over 2016 plans
By Meghashyam Mali
Florida Sen. Marco Rubio (R) headlined a fundraiser in Iowa on Saturday, fueling speculation
about his future political plans.

GOP Rep. Price: Higher tax rates ‘doesn’t solve the problem’
By Sam Baker 
Revenues in a "fiscal cliff" deal shouldn't come from higher tax rates on the wealthy, Rep. Tom
Price (R-Ga.) said Sunday.
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The Hill: Obama gives no hint which way he’ll lean during second term
By Niall Stanage and Amie Parnes 
Saying, “I didn’t get reelected to bask in reelection. I got elected to do work,” President Obama on
Wednesday set out his stall for the first months of his second term.

The Hill: Republicans say they will not back down
By Russell Berman
Congressional leaders took a hard line on taxes ahead of a meeting Friday at the White House,
with rank-and-file Republicans expressing opposition to a “fiscal cliff” deal that would bring in
more revenue to the government.

The Hill: Obama claims mandate on taxes, warns Republicans of new political capital
By Amie Parnes 
President Obama claimed a mandate to raise taxes on the wealthy at a Wednesday afternoon
press conference where he also refused to “meddle” into the FBI’s investigation into ex-CIA
Director David Petraeus.

The Hill: Holder pressed on Petraeus scandal
By Jordy Yager 
Republicans are turning up the heat on Eric Holder — again.

The Hill: Senate Republicans’ election lesson is to work on fielding better candidates
By Alexander Bolton 
Senate Republicans spent much of Wednesday behind closed doors as they pondered strategies
for overcoming last week’s dismal performance at the polls.

The Hill: Ryan returns to a starring role
By Molly K. Hooper
A subdued Paul Ryan returned to the House this week with a slew of political opportunities ahead
of him — both on Capitol Hill and beyond.

The Hill: House Republicans elect top members
By Bernie Becker and Erik Wasson
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Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (Wash.) was elected chairwoman of the House GOP conference on
Wednesday, a victory for party leaders over insurgent conservatives.

The Hill: Petraeus set to go before Intel committees on Benghazi attacks
By Jeremy Herb 
Former CIA Director David Petraeus agreed to testify before the House and Senate Intelligence
committees on the Benghazi attack this week, despite his resignation from the agency over an
extramarital affair.

The Hill: US sides with Israel in Gaza strike
By Julian Pecquet
The Obama administration unconditionally sided with Israel in its strike against Gaza on
Wednesday as Egypt pulled its ambassador out of the Jewish state.

The Hill: Regulatory czar pick could set tone for Obama’s second-term
By Kevin Bogardus 
President Obama’s pick for regulatory czar is expected to be a telltale sign of how aggressively he
plans to push rules and regulations during his second term.

The Hill: Pentagon releases findings of sex abuse investigation at training facilities
By Carlo Muñoz 
The Air Force and Pentagon already have all the authority they need to address rampant sexual
abuse at the service’s training facilities, military officials said Wednesday.

The Hill: Sen. Bennet has no deadline for his decision whether to take DSCC job
By Alexandra Jaffe
Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) has no hard deadline to decide whether he will take on the
chairmanship of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee (DSCC), a position he was offered
but turned down in 2010.

Wall Street Journal: In final days, Petraeus hurt by Libya clash, then affair
By Adam Entous and Siobhan Gorman
In David Petraeus's final days at the helm of the Central Intelligence Agency, his relations with
chiefs of other U.S. agencies, including his boss, National Intelligence Director James Clapper, took
a contentious turn.

The New York Times: Health law has states feeling tense over deadline
By Abby Goodnough and Michael Cooper
States have until Friday to tell the Obama administration whether they want to create their own
health insurance exchange — a deadline Republican lawmakers had hoped would not come to
pass.

Associated Press: Top Republicans say Romney didn't offer specifics
By Philip Elliott
Top Republicans meeting for the first time since Election Day say the party lost its bid to unseat
President Barack Obama because nominee Mitt Romney did not respond to criticism strongly
enough or outline a specific agenda with a broad appeal.
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GOP senators press resolution for Benghazi Select Committee
By Jeremy Herb 
Three Republican senators are introducing a resolution to establish a Select Committee on the
attack in Benghazi, Libya, which they say is the only way for the truth about what happened to
emerge.

Greens pressure Obama to veto airline emissions bill
By Keith Laing 
Environmentalists are pressuring President Obama to veto a bill that would exclude U.S. airlines
from European carbon emissions fees, casting it as the first test of the president's commitment to
fighting climate change in his second term.

Paul rips big government in farewell
By Pete Kasperowicz 
Rep. Ron Paul (R-Texas) delivered a blistering farewell speech on the House floor Wednesday in
which he ripped the drastic tilt of the U.S. toward expanded government, a devalued currency,
persistent wars and the constant erosion of personal freedoms.

Senate votes down Cybersecurity Act a second time
By Jennifer Martinez and Ramsey Cox 
Cybersecurity legislation failed in Senate for a second time on Wednesday despite calls from
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and other national security officials for Congress to pass a bill.

Opinion: Keystone XL pipeline deserves a second look
By Cindy Schild, American Petroleum Institute
It’s been four long years in the making. There was media praise and scrutiny. There were
meetings upon meetings to explain how the next four years could be better. And in the end, we
supported what we thought was in our national interest.

Mitt Romney attributes loss to Obama 'gifts' to his base voters
By Justin Sink 
Mitt Romney said on a conference call with donors Wednesday that President Obama won the
2012 presidential campaign because of "gifts" given by the administration to black, Hispanic and
young voters.

Obama defends UN Amb. Rice, invites critics to 'go after me'
By Julian Pecquet 
In a forceful defense of his ambassador to the United Nations, President Obama on Wednesday
invited GOP critics of Susan Rice to “go after me.”
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Obama vows climate efforts but stays vague on agenda
By Ben Geman 
President Obama on Wednesday vowed new efforts to tackle global warming during his second
term but offered no concrete agenda to expand on current administration policies to address what
he called a major threat.

RNC chairman calls for full recount in West-Murphy race
By Alexandra Jaffe
Republican National Committee chairman Reince Priebus is echoing Rep. Allen West's (R-Fla.) call
for a full recount of early ballots in his race, offering a rare show of support for a Republican
lawmaker still locked in a yet-undecided race.

Fed eyeing more bond buys as 'Operation Twist' nears expiration
By Peter Schroeder 
Several Federal Reserve officials believe the central bank may need to beef up its monthly bond
purchases next year, as one of its existing efforts to boost the economy is set to expire.

Rep. Camp subpoenas records on PR contracts for healthcare reform law
By Sam Baker
House Republicans issued a subpoena Wednesday in their investigation of public-relations
contracts to help promote President Obama's healthcare law.
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The Hill: Data drove Obama’s ground game
By Jennifer Martinez
The impressive Election Day ground game that swept President Obama to victory was fueled by a
technologic edge left over from his initial run to the White House in 2008.

The Hill: Senate, House Dems face tough election fundamentals in 2014
By Cameron Joseph
Democrats will be defending red-state Senate seats and facing a tough path to take back control
of the House.

Pentagon insiders seen as most likely successors for Panetta at DoD
By Jeremy Herb and Carlo Muñoz
Speculation over who will replace Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has reached a fevered pitch
following President Obama reelection Tuesday.

The Hill: Boehner 'confident' GOP, Obama can reach deal on immigration
By Daniel Strauss
Speaker John Boehner said Thursday he was "confident" Republicans could agree to a
comprehensive immigration bill.

The Hill: Boehner: 'ObamaCare is the law of the land'
By Elise Viebeck
The Speaker quickly reaffirmed his commitment to abolishing the healthcare law after suggesting it
would no longer be a priority.

The Hill: Obama to make public statement on 'fiscal cliff'
By Amie Parnes
Fresh off his reelection win, the president will address the economy on Friday in the East Room of
the White House.

The Hill: Rep. Berman rumored for secretary of State job after losing California seat
By Julian Pecquet
The 15-term lawmaker is a former House Foreign Affairs Committee chairman and has bipartisan
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Senate support.

The Hill: Analysis: Planned Parenthood saw near perfect return on election spending
By Elise Viebeck
Planned Parenthood trounced other groups with a near perfect return on its election spending,
according to a new numbers review.

The Hill: Christie calls Obama to congratulate, emails Romney condolences
By Justin Sink
The New Jersey governor, who endorsed Romney, said the two hadn't spoken by phone yet.

The Hill: Thune won't challenge Cornyn for GOP whip
By Alexander Bolton
Without a race for the whip’s job, the Senate Republican leadership hierarchy will stay the same.

The Hill: Axelrod: Election shows PACs ‘can’t buy the White House’
By Amie Parnes 
Axelrod calls it "heartening news" that you can't "buy the White House" with super PACs.

The Hill: Netanyahu denies rooting for Romney, as critics fear weakened US-Israel ties
By Julian Pecquet 
Netanyahu on Thursday denied he had rooted for Romney and described the U.S.-Israel
relationship as "firm."

The Hill: Giffords confronts her shooter in court: 'Done thinking about you'
By Daniel Strauss
The former congresswoman’s husband directly addressed Jared Lee Loughner about the 2011
shooting rampage that killed six people.

The Hill: Trial for alleged attempted Obama assassin set for next year
By Jordy Yager 
Oscar Ramiro Ortega-Hernandez faces 19 charges after allegedly using a rifle to shoot at the
White House from his car.

The Hill: Ahmadinejad: Countries stockpiling nuclear weapons ‘mentally retarded’
By Jeremy Herb 
The Iranian president said the "era of using nuclear weapons is over" — and denies he is plotting
atomic bomb.

The Hill: Schumer jabs Rove over election record
By Alexander Bolton
The Senate Democrats’ chief political strategist said Karl Rove's groups failed to unseat President
Obama.

The Hill: Health group ask Obama to stop eating junk food in public
By Elise Viebeck
The group claims Obama's junk-food habit glamorizes unhealthy eating before a country that
already faces an obesity crisis.
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The Hill: White House confirms Obama to be first US president to visit Burma
By Julian Pecquet
Obama's visit marks a rapid thawing of relations between the US and Burma after the long-
reclusive country adopted democratic reforms.

The Hill: Report: Holder says he could decline second term as attorney general
By Justin Sink 
Holder said in a speech Thursday he needed to consult with the president and his family before
making a decision.

By Peter Wallsten
Top Republican officials, stunned by the extent of their election losses Tuesday night, have begun
an exhaustive review to figure out what went so wrong and how to fix it.

The New York Times: Congress sees rising urgency on fiscal cliff
By Jonathan Weisman
WASHINGTON — Senior lawmakers said Thursday that they were moving quickly to take
advantage of the postelection political atmosphere to try to strike an agreement that would avert a
fiscal crisis early next year when trillions of dollars in tax increases and automatic spending cuts
begin to go into force.

The Wall Street Journal: Battle plan shifts on Dodd-Frank
By Victoria McGrane and Jean Eaglesham
Many bankers and investors who supported Mitt Romney hoped the Republican's election would
pave the way for a paring back of the 2010 Dodd-Frank financial overhaul.

The Hill's E-news

DOD confirms Iranian attack on US drone
By Carlo Muñoz 
The Pentagon confirmed that Iranian fighter jets opened fire on an American surveillance drone
during a Nov. 1 intelligence-gathering operation.

Shuster confident in bid to helm Transportation panel despite possible Mica waiver
request
By Keith Laing 
Rep. Bill Shuster (R-Pa.) said Tuesday that he intends to seek the chairmanship of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee despite rumors the panel’s current chairman is
thinking about sticking around.

Rep. King promises to push balanced-budget amendment next year
By Pete Kasperowicz 
Rep. Steve King (R-Iowa) on Wednesday said he would resume his push for a balanced-budget
amendment to the Constitution in the 113th Congress.
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Data collectors admit to lawmakers they mine Facebook for personal information
By Brendan Sasso 
Several major data brokers told a bipartisan group of House lawmakers that they regularly mine
Facebook, LinkedIn and other social media services for personal information to sell to third parties
for advertising and other purposes.

Opinion: Pass a fiscally responsible Farm Bill extension
By Steve Ellis, Taxpayers for Common Sense and Scott Faber, Environmental Working Group
It’s too late for Congress to pass a good farm bill this year.

Romney adviser concedes Florida vote to Obama
By Justin Sink 
A senior adviser for Mitt Romney in Florida said in a statement Thursday that President Obama
had won the state, the lone remaining battleground that has not yet been called in the 2012
election.

Biden to cameo on 'Parks and Recreation'
By Alicia M. Cohn 
Vice President Biden will appear on the NBC sitcom "Parks and Recreation" next Thursday, but he
filmed the top-secret cameo back in July.

Wind tax credit backers ramp up campaign to greet Congress
By Ben Geman 
Advocates of expiring tax credits for wind power projects will greet next week’s return of Congress
with a multi-front campaign for extension of the incentives in the lame-duck session.

Graham: Immigration reform must be dealt with 'once and for all'
By Cameron Joseph
Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham (S.C.) on Thursday pushed his colleagues to take up immigration
reform, taking to Twitter to call for a comprehensive solution.

CBO lays out options on fiscal cliff
By Erik Wasson
The non-partisan Congressional Budget Office on Thursday laid out in substantial detail the costs
and benefits of how to deal with each piece of the looming fiscal cliff. In a separate report, the
CBO sketched out three sample approaches to a grand bargain.

CBO: GOP bill revising health law ratio will add to deficit
By Elise Viebeck 
A Republican bill altering the healthcare law's medical loss ratio (MLR) will add about $1 billion to
the budget deficit over the next decade, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) said Thursday.
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The Hill's E-news

 November 6, 2012  

The Hill: Voters set to deliver verdict after grueling campaign
By Justin Sink and Amie Parnes 
A grueling and combative presidential race comes to an end Tuesday when voters head to the
polls to choose between President Obama and GOP rival Mitt Romney.

The Hill: Dems concede GOP majority could get bigger in the House
By Russell Berman, Mike Lillis and Molly K. Hooper 
Both Republicans and Democrats head into Election Day with a legitimate shot at picking up seats
in the House, with the GOP virtually assured of keeping control of the lower chamber.

The Hill: Dems see slight edge in race for Senate
By Cameron Joseph and Alexandra Jaffe
Democrats are favored to keep control of the Senate despite a tough slate of races, an outcome
that looked unlikely at the start of the campaign.

The Hill: 10 insiders with a lot riding on the result
By Bob Cusack 
There are many political insiders who have a lot riding on Tuesday’s elections, ranging from Ben
Bernanke to Nate Silver to Debbie Wasserman Schultz.

The Hill: First-ever tie in Dixville Notch's midnight vote
By Justin Sink 
President Barack Obama and Republican Mitt Romney evenly split the vote in Dixville Notch, N.H.,
the village near the Canadian border famous for their midnight vote that is traditionally thought to
predict the eventual winner of the election.

The Hill: Obama ends his last campaign in Iowa
By Amie Parnes 
An emotional President Obama brought the end of his campaign back to the place where it all
started on Monday night: Iowa.

The Hill: Romney to NH crowd: 'All the way to victory'
By Justin Sink 
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While Mitt Romney's rally in New Hampshire will no longer be the last note of his presidential
campaign — the Republican nominee announced surprise Election Day visits to Pennsylvania and
Ohio earlier in the day — the event had all the trappings of a grand finale, as supporters packed
an arena in Manchester, N.H. to the rafters for the Republican presidential nominee late Monday
night.

The Hill: Lure of taking majority hasn’t spurred Senate Republicans to out-raise Dems
By Alexander Bolton 
Senior Senate Republicans have sat on flush campaign accounts despite prodding from National
Republican Senatorial Committee (NRSC) Chairman John Cornyn, who has pleaded with colleagues
to send funds to aid GOP candidates in battleground states.

The Hill: Campaigns use secretive ethics process as weapon
By Jordy Yager 
Congressional campaigns are using the House and Senate ethics process as a weapon to discredit
their political opponents by filing complaints that can be used in attack ads.

The Hill: Business, labor spent big on ad wars for Senate control
By Kevin Bogardus 
Business groups and unions have spent millions of dollars during the 2012 election cycle in a proxy
war for control of the Senate.

The Hill: Opinion: Prediction: Romney 325, Obama 213
By Dick Morris
On Sunday, we changed our clocks. On Tuesday, we’ll change our president.

Associated Press: New Congress likely to frustrate Obama or Romney 
By Alan Fram and Donna Cassata
No matter who is elected president, he's likely to find that the next Congress will remain what the
current one has been for President Barack Obama - a headache.

The Wall Street Journal: In battlegrounds, an eye on recount rules
By Evan Perez and Danny Yadron
If Tuesday's presidential race is as close as some surveys suggest, recount provisions in some
battleground states could get attention after voting ends.

The New York Times: Officials rush to find ways for the storm-tossed to vote
By David M. Halbfinger, Thomas Kaplan and Wendy Ruderman
Elected officials in New York and New Jersey scrambled Monday to enable displaced citizens to
vote in the election on Tuesday, relocating scores of coastal polling places that had become
unusable because of power failures, flooding or evacuations.

The Hill's E-news

Head of United Auto Workers alleges 'dirty tricks' by Romney camp in Ohio
By Carlo Munoz 
United Auto Workers President Bob King has accused the Mitt Romney campaign of using "dirty
tricks" to try and drive a wedge between the union and the White House on the eve of the

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001kVrTYcD68QUg9xlIIp0Pf4jYuFwBhLMGMtK1KRcvuX-yIyL9PTgHp3_9va0V2cgggOjq39OkMKzyjtQ7eFq1gn6UG3d582k6ZhN0bPZPFtZjkYzpLsi7eDBdY8u28DH9BlBTPSP2APRfbwZ9k8sllZLie2HITPoJXkoAc30tMmHApSOiu1P_eYlEv6P05E-ygo2COd6tAb87tpigt5QdAOsY9LyHep-cJIxlBi0fMKY4VfY1u1dNJQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001kVrTYcD68QWWFpT1SxeBdpazr-lMkpoWrofQLJuOpPPYxA48_lodUDuWhCKR79QbRwUgtQx_uJCCo1TCfasLE6zmhhEMH6PSFyQzUlHJgBQNmXvMGqrJd63X0HDjAwF8LQ2bF5J51xleQuOvrfo7oh7pSqv5U2qEEVlDTORaioThp5FwuV2PN6o_UVg3k-1dwiPGG8WylKKbkA8QY201Ng==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001kVrTYcD68QXkwXqtss0NOUIMaexu4BEGY_kSGnE2kInnY4rxjhb9URUIvErXL1XBY0b5mUQxWcwwx9mFUJ_riSsCXI1lmi15vO1KMXt15ZKB2FkW_cz0-uovybPQDezIxUoKnYnZ6xBwel3grDBiIJD119qYOAeauRcvur-N9dDXL5lq1y4-dRk3I4TftIReoDAnqA51NtYwjTZBlEDnh5xzgQu59cOL
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001kVrTYcD68QWClykc1yIz6XpaYhEkk6Ku7xygLo1YjWr-2uzIbpBUl2iPJFqBosng4PSfYuIqKSB2qmjeFwfytdSMA2NYUdzvAuv4HdNYCgltCb4v4-Cl_2zkAG2FuWMNhA3BpYPSeCqGTWcak7uclvRcQr83PZldpS-33MKakwB2mwA-TVMbJYJKKviu4RJEQvKhE4-giF4_UX9lE39K9w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001kVrTYcD68QW3_Ewt1YJrypzU9FdAPS8lR_cbShjLO8ys3UOZA5CzFM8kNpbx9NgQOOTt_ImR5GsexBZ4o7BfxksU37j4lVc4C5MgDvuz1No6HAbxXUClxt_IefTTxVgcFVw_kNP3ozZ4aGv4ZO5Ke1btkUA-RwXIFKfxyqqmrhbT7bUxwLdQleAwZGA9-yAOH02DOP0eYyNjHsRNZQrX_hoCc32WuRAUe9GzYkt61VGieYHvHDWS_3TmA5U7uH7H_2zHyn2rSPc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001kVrTYcD68QUBhbapsZX_zgjFpoSO7GPffwlkpSUJb8wTDy1mfyA0Hyyd7wd9P9RTG39VyVxEVwcBiW1ghVAPrCBBh8PE0ExLbjR0SNG-p8XKo_tsyxBSFK6sNsGr0Omv-9A2VZIvL-Z3nUtv5cNU2kqAC2IvhCzwtLiYJarokJcTWMhlZFzl2vCn2gLGsJB2Jo9jD27IG_YP6U1QX2aG_NMvYMw6eM4r
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001kVrTYcD68QUL-NPPK46A7mZfYKl09MDQeDzmEmFM_ij1ZNqeyfZ0jBEMu9GOGRhPS-ZM2BzC4UCpgdZNH6XXO4OizwbUe4Aj7RgaOCj1JOm9Nh5hBtX4ZLx8NER-fAY9g84Lxp16k-a9_3DIt3uvCz5zIMumRIrRjfseSn-RailuuJVt9lyObmk60sLWuTrG8TvJzwwffSCJUZTpaozV3OOtzL_f0WMtRkqzYjEkYwhI2IyYfkdINKZkworZSWXW
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001kVrTYcD68QV8Jxp14WghW2ne2DxLUUwY_rJFwv_wSEpBL3nqEu7lqSdX8SWOsXBA8Tjfhu6--H_JGa5GCTx0uuk9oXuWFglVQZhQJ5whq1JFwjhEMcs9M4EpHgV-0cYE0vlVQPG4a6g6bYIMYd39hMwC0MXDfMY1ysGGXxgcG1Q1DGfzMcAOsYWu7cQ46SzQdNyn-7gV7wEve0MIrBuLp3UG2NO-AnajeEQnyW27soSwUwbBGDw7sXrAtvs_RCC3KIaz7UfcabFowG9kEsbXGA==


election.

Transportation veteran suits up
By Keith Laing 
Janet Kavinoky possesses a key asset for anyone in a high-pressure job: a sense of humor. How
many top-level transportation experts have you heard of who have publicly worn a gorilla suit?

GOP senators: Thousands of ballots unlikely to reach military voters in time
By Ramsey Cox 
Republican senators on Monday wrote to Secretary Panetta to express concern over delays in
ballots reaching military voters overseas.

‘Do Not Track’ effort at a standstill
By Brendan Sasso
Little progress has been made toward implementing a “Do Not Track” button for the Web more
than nine months after a highly publicized launch event at the White House.

Opinion: The economics of disaster - and who should pay
By Rep. Ron Paul (R-Texas)
Sandy raises uncomfortable questions about the extent to which taxpayers should fund the
cleanup and the extent to which government programs create moral hazards.

Christie adviser denies report of turning down Romney event invitation
By Daniel Strauss
One of New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie's (R) advisers denied a report that the governor turned
down an invitation by Mitt Romney to appear at an event with him on Tuesday.

Romney, Obama talk sports in dueling MNF interviews
By Justin Sink 
President Obama and Mitt Romney put politics aside for a conversation about sports during
halftime of the Monday Night Football showdown between the New Orleans Saints and the
Philadelphia Eagles.

Report: Fossil fuels could raise global temperatures 10 degrees by century's end
By Zack Colman 
The continued use of fossil fuels could push global temperatures 10.8 degrees Fahrenheit (6
degrees Celsius) higher by the end of the century, according a report released Monday.

Clinton cuts robocalls for 45 Dem House candidates
By Alexandra Jaffe
Former President Clinton has given his voice in the service of his party, as well as his president, as
he joked during a recent campaign stop in Virginia.
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Unions cool to Senate postal bill, but give to its backers
By Bernie Becker
Postal unions have given heavily this campaign season to Democrats who voted this spring for a
Senate bill that labor groups have found lacking.

Swing-state ballot measures take aim at 'ObamaCare,' abortion rights
By Sam Baker and Elise Viebeck 
President Obama’s healthcare law isn’t just a big issue in the 2012 presidential campaign — it’s on
the ballot directly in a handful of key states.
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Gates: Libya was not 'a vital interest'; Clinton: President took the 'best available
option'
By Jordy Yager 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates on Sunday defended the U.S. military’s role in airstrikes against
Col. Moammar Gadhafi's forces but said that Libya was not an imminent threat to the United
States when the president ordered them.

 

   

 

DHS officials to testify on FOIA process
By Jordy Yager
The Republican chairman of the powerful House Oversight and Government Reform Committee
will get his first crack this week at publicly grilling Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
officials about the agency’s FOIA process.

 

   

 

On the heels of 'ObamaCare' conservatives target 'ObamaRail'
By Keith Laing 
“ObamaRail” is fast becoming the new “ObamaCare” for many Republicans. Conservative activists
are deriding the high-speed rail proposals set out by President Obama in his State of the Union
address and 2012 budget as wasteful spending that imposes new mandates on cash-strapped
state governments.
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Watchdog knocks Obama administration on transparency
By Gautham Nagesh
More than two years after he took office the success of President Obama's open government
directive is still very much in doubt, according to a prominent government transparency
watchdog.
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Centrist senators don’t want to talk about Planned Parenthood
By Cristina Marcos
Centrist senators don’t want to talk about something that is extremely important to both liberals
and conservatives in the ongoing budget battle: government funding for Planned Parenthood.

 

  

  

 

As more permits are approved, fight over offshore oil drilling heats up 
By Andrew Restuccia 
The rhetoric about domestic oil drilling reached a fever pitch in Washington this week with the
Obama administration touting the approval of more Gulf deepwater drilling permits and
Republicans countering that the pace of permitting is still too slow.

 

  

  

 

Tax break for charitable giving targeted for elimination again
By Bernie Becker
For the third consecutive year, the tax deduction for charitable giving is in some policymakers’
sights – and nonprofit officials fear, given the belt-tightening mood in Washington, this time
could be the charm.

 

  

  

 
Dems question HHS menu of Medicaid cuts
By Mike Lillis
An Obama administration letter outlining potential Medicaid cuts to help states balance their
budgets was "cruel" and "disappointing," according to several prominent Democrats.

 

  

  

 

Obama named the 'most influential' politician on Twitter 
By Alicia M. Cohn 
The President of the United States is often referred to as the most powerful man on earth. While
the accuracy of that can be debated, President Obama can now be referred to by another
moniker that may be as valued in social media obsessed Washington: Most influential politician
on Twitter.
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The Hill: Afghan case puts military mental health care under microscope
By Carlo Munoz
The recent killing of 17 Afghan civilians at the hands of a U.S. soldier has reignited concerns on
whether the Pentagon is doing enough to care for its newest generation of combat veterans.

 

   

 
The Hill: Obama: ‘Common sense’ transportation bill is ‘up to the House’
By Keith Laing
President Obama used his weekly address to press House Republicans to accept the transportation
funding bill that has been approved in the Senate on a bipartisan vote.

 

   

 
The Hill: McConnell: Replace healthcare law with ‘step-by-step reforms’
By Ben Geman
President Obama used his weekly address to press House Republicans to accept the transportation
funding bill that has been approved in the Senate on a bipartisan vote.

 

   

 

The Hill: NLRB plan to share workers’ email, phone numbers under fire
By Kevin Bogardus
A proposal by the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) to include workers' email addresses and
phone numbers on voter lists for union elections could become the next flashpoint in the war
between labor and business.

 

   

 

The Hill: Obama treads carefully stepping into racially charged Trayvon Martin case
By Amie Parnes 
President Obama called Friday for a thorough investigation into the killing of a black teenager in
Florida, making a rare personal intervention into a racially charged issue that has captivated the
nation.

 

   

 

The Hill: Documents: White House was all-hands-on-deck as Solyndra collapse neared
By Ben Geman and Andrew Restuccia
Several key White House offices were involved with the Obama administration’s messaging plans and
other preparations as the collapse of the taxpayer-backed solar company Solyndra was imminent,
newly released documents show.

 

   

 
The Hill: Hunter: Marine should not be punished for anti-Obama Facebook posts
By Jeremy Herb
A Marine who said he would not follow an unlawful order from President Obama should not be
dismissed, Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.) said Friday.
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By Susan Saulny
There is no mistaking the bond that Rick Santorum has with conservative women — particularly
married women — a group that has formed a core of his support since the primaries began in
January.

 

   

 

The Wall Street Journal: Tax breaks exceed $1 trillion
By John D. McKinnon
A congressional report detailing the value of major tax breaks shows they amount to more than $1
trillion a year—roughly the size of the annual federal budget deficit—and benefit wide swaths of the
population.
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Mica calls Boxer his 'soul mate' in defense of his highway bill role
By Keith Laing 
Rep. John Mica (R-Fla.) is defending his role in the often-fractious negotiations over a new
federal transportation bill.

 

  

  

 

Dem Sen. Brown urges FDA to better regulate Chinese-made dog food
By Josiah Ryan 
Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) called on the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) on Thursday to
get more "aggressive" in regulating Chinese-made dog food that some owners suspect has
sickened and killed their pets.

 

  

  

 

AT&T points finger at federal regulators for layoffs at T-Mobile
By Brendan Sasso
AT&T blamed the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Friday for thousands of layoffs at
T-Mobile, saying the jobs would have been saved if the agency had approved the merger of the
two companies last year.

 

  

  

 

For American jobs, China's cheating on rare earth trade must end
By Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.)
When China cheats, America loses jobs. Members of the World Trade Organization, including the
United States, are prohibited from using quotas on exports. When China joined the World Trade
Organization it committed to follow these rules.

  

  

 
Obama camp's pitch to supporters: ‘Hell yeah, I’m for Obamacare’
By Daniel Strauss 
President Obama's reelection campaign on Friday embraced a term that conservatives use to
deride the healthcare reform law, asking supporters to declare, "I'm for Obamacare."

  

  

 

Clinton: SEC oil, mining transparency regs will have ‘profound’ effect
By Ben Geman
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton made a public case Thursday night for controversial — and  
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delayed — Securities and Exchange Commission rules that will force oil and mining companies to
disclose their payments to foreign governments.

  

  

 

Gingrich says RNC should demand loyalty pledge from candidates
By Justin Sink
Newt Gingrich’s chief of staff sent a letter to Republican National Committee Chairman Reince
Priebus on Friday demanding that the national GOP require candidates to sign a pledge promising
to support the eventual Republican nominee, a clear swipe at Rick Santorum over a recent
campaign trail gaffe.

 

  

  

 
Dem tax writer embraces tax reform report
By Bernie Becker
A top Democratic tax-writer is latching on to a new report that underscores the challenges of
overhauling the tax code.

 

  

  

 

'Swift' FDA action urged after court calls for limiting antibiotic use on farms
By Julian Pecquet
Rep. Louise Slaughter (D-N.Y.) and an array of consumer groups urged quick action after a
federal court ruled that the Food and Drug Administration must start withdrawing approval for
the use of unsafe antibiotics in animal agriculture.
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The Hill: Boehner resists temptation, stays out of race for 2012 nomination
By Russell Berman
At every turn of the topsy-turvy Republican presidential race, the questions have flown at Speaker
John Boehner. Will you endorse? Is it getting too nasty? Should Newt drop out?

 

   

 
The Hill: Mayors descend on Washington to press for highway bill, fight program cuts
By Kevin Bogardus 
City officials from across the country are descending on Washington to lobby in favor of a highway bill
and against cuts to local programs.

 

   

 
The Hill: Obama: End 'bumper sticker' approach to energy policy
By Jamie Klatell
Promising to "put aside the bumper-sticker slogans," Pesident Obama called Saturday for an "all-of-
the-above" energy strategy including the development of more fuel-efficient engines.

 

   

 
The Hill: Gov. Dalrymple: Obama is 'killing energy development'
By Andrew Restuccia
North Dakota Gov. Jack Dalrymple (R) called on Congress to quickly pass legislation to green-light
the Keystone XL oil pipeline, arguing that the Obama administration is “killing energy development.”

 

   

 
The Hill: General says cuts leave Army unable to fight two wars at once
By Carlo Munoz
The Army’s already shrinking ground force could get a whole lot smaller if Congress can’t find a way
to spare the service from the sequestration axe, according to the Army chief of staff.

 

   

 
The Hill: Gingrich: I'm staying in the race past Alabama, Mississippi contests
By Daniel Strauss
Newt Gingrich says he isn't dropping out if he loses two upcoming primaries in Alabama and
Mississippi.

 

   

 

The New York Times: Healthcare exchange rules to be set
By Robert Pear
The Obama administration is about to carry out a major provision of the new health care law by
issuing standards for health insurance exchanges, the markets where consumers and small
businesses will be able to buy coverage from competing private plans.

 

   
The Washington Post: ‘Jobs Day’: Monthly release of employment data an economic,
political obsession
By Eli Saslow
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 The release of employment numbers by the Bureau of Labor Statistics has long been a ritual in
Washington, but lately it has turned into an obsession during an election year defined by economic
instability.

 

   

 

The Wall Street Journal: Romney picks up support in South
By Patrick O'Connor and Neil King Jr.
Mitt Romney road-tested a new Southern dialect during his two-day swing through Alabama and
Mississippi, making repeated stabs at a convincing "y'all'' while proclaiming a love for biscuits and
"cheesy grits."
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FAA forecasts air travel to double in 20 years
By Keith Laing 
The number of passengers flying on commercial airlines in the United States will nearly double in
the next 20 years, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is forecasting.

 

  

  

 

Dem rep. rips Obama’s energy policy
By Josiah Ryan
Rep. Gene Green (D-Texas) on Thursday bashed President Obama’s proposal to increase taxes
on oil-and-gas companies, saying it would kill jobs and result in lower domestic energy
production.

 

  

  

 
Obama taps HHS official to be his chief technology officer
By Brendan Sasso
President Obama appointed Todd Park as the administration's chief technology officer on Friday,
replacing Aneesh Chopra, who resigned in January.

 

  

  

 
One year after Fukushima our nuclear industry remains ever vigilant
By Rep. Fred Upton (R-Mich.)
On the one year anniversary of the Fukushima nuclear accident, our thoughts and prayers are
with those who lost loved ones in the Great Tohoku Earthquake and resulting tsunami.

  

  

 
Obama, British PM to take in NCAA game in Ohio
By Daniel Strauss
President Obama and British Prime Minister David Cameron will attend a game in the NCAA
men's basketball tournament in Dayton, Ohio, on Tuesday.

  

  

 

Feds approve post-Fukushima nuclear power rules
By Andrew Restuccia
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission on Friday authorized staff to issue beefed-up safety
requirements for U.S. nuclear power plants, the first new rules issued in response to the disaster
at Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi power plant.
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Brown, Warren compete for points by touting adherence to campaign pact
By Josh Lederman
The first violation of a groundbreaking agreement between Sen. Scott Brown (R-Mass.) and
Democrat Elizabeth Warren has led to a contest over who can appear to be the most
magnanimous.

 

  

  

 
House Dems ask Obama to push global poverty expert to lead World Bank
By Peter Schroeder
A group of House Democrats are calling on President Obama to push Dr. Jeffrey Sachs, an
economist and global poverty expert to serve as the next president of the World Bank.

 

  

  

 

Obama administration nixes Texas Medicaid program over Planned Parenthood ban
By Julian Pecquet
The Obama administration confirmed Friday that it will stop funding a Medicaid family-planning
and preventive care program for 130,000 low-income Texas women after the state barred
Planned Parenthood and other "affiliates of abortion providers" from participating.
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The Hill: McConnell promises busy Senate under GOP
By Alexander Bolton and Bob Cusack
Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) on Monday said the Senate will be “much busier” in 2013 should the
GOP take control of the upper chamber, criticizing what he said is the Democrats’ penchant for
closing up shop at 6 p.m.

The Hill: Ahead of votes on extending Bush-era tax rates, parties jockey for advantage
By Bernie Becker 
Democrats and Republicans in both chambers jockeyed for position Monday ahead of a series of
votes expected over the next two weeks on extending George W. Bush-era tax rates.

The Hill: Obama: GOP trying to ‘wriggle out’ of defense cuts they agreed to
By Jeremy Herb
President Obama accused the GOP of putting tax cuts for the wealthy above funding for American
troops on Monday, saying Republicans are trying to “wriggle out” of the budget deal they voted for
last year.

The Hill: Eurozone debt crisis a drag on recovery and Obama's campaign
By Peter Schroeder 
A stock sell-off driven by renewed worry over Europe made clear Monday that the continent’s debt
crisis remains a threat to the U.S. recovery and President Obama’s reelection chances.

The Hill: Obama says Romney attacks ‘distort’ record, as campaign resumes
By Amie Parnes
President Obama slammed his opponent Mitt Romney on Monday night, accusing the presumptive
GOP nominee of trying to "distort my vision."

The Hill: Obama refuses to get into gun debate
By Amie Parnes
President Obama seems determined not to allow fights over gun control to become a larger theme
in the presidential campaign’s storyline as it approaches the final 100-day stretch.

The Hill: Romney says stricter gun laws wouldn’t have prevented Aurora shootings
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By Jonathan Easley 
Presumptive Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney said that more stringent gun-control
laws would not have prevented Friday’s mass shooting in an Aurora, Colorado movie theater.

The Hill: Mass. House candidate could be first openly gay Republican in Congress
By Cameron Joseph
Richard Tisei could become the first openly gay Republican to serve in Congress, but he’s more
interested in framing himself as part of the centrist wing of the party than as a trailblazer.

The Hill: President Obama will visit Israel in second term, says campaign aide
By Justin Sink 
President Obama will make his first trip to Israel as president if he wins a second term, his
campaign said Monday.

The Hill: Defense firm chief has survivor's outlook
By Joe Picard
CEO of EADS North America Sean O’Keefe had approximately six seconds to brace for impact
against an Alaskan mountainside.

The Hill: Lawmakers cheer as athletes go for the gold
By Debbie Siegelbaum and Zach Bergson
When Maryland Rep. Elijah Cummings (D) tunes in to this summer’s Olympic Games, he’ll be
cheering on a local legend, swimmer Michael Phelps.

The Washington Post: More intraparty incumbent fights than ever
By Rosalind S. Helderman
Although the member-vs.-member contests won’t be decisive in determining control of the House,
they disrupt friendships and fracture alliances.

Associated Press: Non-vets Obama and Romney court US vets
By Tom Raum
The race between President Barack Obama and Republican rival Mitt Romney marks the first time
since World War II that neither major-party candidate has had any military experience.

The New York Times: Hasty and ruinous 1972 pick colors today’s hunt for a no. 2
By Lawrence K. Altman
George McGovern’s choice of Thomas F. Eagleton as his running mate, made inside of an hour and
resulting in disaster, still overshadows the picking of vice presidential candidates.

The Hill's E-news

Obama: Syria will be 'accountable' for chemical weapons
By Jeremy Herb 
President Obama warned the regime of Syrian President Bashar Assad that it will be “held
accountable” if it uses its stockpile of chemical weapons.
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GOP Rep. Mica: FAA air traffic control error reporting system needs improvement
By Keith Laing 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman Rep. John Mica (R-Fla.) said
Monday that the Federal Aviation Administration's error reporting system for air traffic controllers
was too lenient.

Rep. Jackson Lee will seek meeting with NRA about Colorado shooting
By Pete Kasperowicz 
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Texas) said late Monday that she would seek a meeting with the
National Rifle Association (NRA) to see if there are any ways to find an agreement on how to
prevent tragedies like the one last week in Colorado, where one shooter killed 12 and wounded
nearly 60 others in a movie theater.

Coalition looks to battle online sales tax
By Brendan Sasso
Several trade associations launched a new coalition on Monday to battle efforts to pass online
sales tax legislation.

Opinion: President Obama's offshore drilling plan must be replaced
By Rep. Doc Hastings (R-Wash.)
While the American people and news media were distracted by the Supreme Court’s decision on
Obamacare, the Obama Administration quietly released its final proposed offshore drilling plan for
the next five years.

Obama 'deeply saddened' by death of Sally Ride
By Daniel Strauss
"Michelle and I were deeply saddened to hear about the passing of Sally Ride," Obama said in a
statement, after news the first female astronaut had died.

Romney: Obama should have put focus on turning economy
By Justin Sink 
Mitt Romney said Monday that a poll by The Hill which showed a plurality of voters blame
President Obama for the bad economy was evidence the president should have focused on the
economy when he entered office.

White House threatens to veto GOP drilling bill
By Ben Geman 
The White House on Monday waved the veto pen at a House GOP bill that would require vastly
wider offshore oil-and-gas leasing.

Palin endorses Jeff Flake in Arizona
By Cameron Joseph
Former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin (R) has endorsed Rep. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) in his Senate primary, a
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boost for Flake as he fends off a tough challenge from wealthy businessman Wil Cardon (R).

Dems say GOP is hiding controversial labor, health bill
By Erik Wasson 
Democrats on Monday accused House Republicans of trying to prevent the public from learning
more about spending cuts in a controversial labor, health bill by refusing to bring it to a full
committee markup.

Clinton announces $80M for AIDS fight
By Elise Viebeck 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced $80 million in new funding for global efforts against
AIDS, insisting that the United States remains devoted to fighting the disease.
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The Hill: Obama switches off teleprompter
By Amie Parnes 
President Obama is weaning himself off his teleprompter. At recent campaign events in
Pennsylvania, Virginia and again Monday in Ohio, Obama spoke to crowds in high school
gymnasiums and at crowded outdoor events without his teleprompter, instead using written notes.

The Hill: GOP, liberals doubt Dem leaders' tough rhetoric on taxes
By Alexander Bolton 
Democrats are talking tough heading toward a year-end showdown over the Bush-era tax rates,
but some liberals and Republicans are skeptical they will back up their rhetoric with action.

The Hill: Bain ads hit home in swing states
By Justin Sink 
Polling suggests President Obama’s attacks on Mitt Romney’s private-equity background at Bain
Capital are hurting the presumptive GOP nominee in key swing states.

The Hill: Senate to take second shot Tuesday to advance DISCLOSE Act
By Ramsey Cox 
The Senate will try again to advance the DISCLOSE Act Tuesday, after Republicans prevented it
from moving on Monday.

The Hill: McKeon: Democrats living in a ‘fantasy’ on impending defense budget cuts
By Jeremy Herb and Carlo Munoz 
House Armed Services Committee Chairman Buck McKeon argues Washington is living in “a
fantasy world” when it comes to the $500 billion in Pentagon budget cuts set to take effect in
January.

The Hill: Groups push to rein in estate tax
By Bernie Becker 
Business and farm groups are making a determined effort to rein in the estate tax before it
expands significantly at the end of the year.

The Hill: Puzzled lawmakers hear only silence from ex-Rep. Thaddeus McCotter
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By Molly K. Hooper
Lawmakers say that ex-Rep. Thaddeus McCotter (R-Mich.), who abruptly resigned earlier this
month, won’t pick up the phone to explain his decision.

The Hill: Republicans have the votes to sink sea treaty
By Carlo Munoz 
Senate Republicans say they have locked in enough votes to block the controversial Law of the
Sea Treaty championed by the White House.

The Hill: Self-funding candidates pick up traction in Republican Senate primaries
By Cameron Joseph 
A number of Republican candidates are gaining traction in upcoming Senate primaries due to their
ability to self-fund.

The Hill: Seeing the Pentagon inside and out
By Carlo Munoz 
Professional Services Council President Stan Soloway has seen a lot in his 20 years inside and
outside the Pentagon.

The New York Times: Mormons’ first families rally behind Romney
By Jim Rutenberg
Descendants of Mormons who made the great trek to Utah in the 1840s have turned out in
strength to back Mitt Romney’s presidential bid.

The Wall Street Journal: President's populist pitch divides suburban voters
By Colleen McCain Nelson
As Obama and Romney battle over suburban, upper middle-class voters, the question is whether
the voters agree with Obama's more populist economic message—or whether the tax-the-rich
rhetoric is pushing them away.

Associated Press: Romney's higher ed overhaul in Mass. fizzled
By Andrew Miga
Mitt Romney took over as Massachusetts governor in 2003 with a sweeping plan to overhaul the
state's public college system to cut waste, reduce costs and boost efficiency. But when Romney
left office four years later, not a lot had changed.
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Details emerge on US counterterrorism support for Yemen
By Carlo Munoz 
Machine guns, sniper rifles, aerial drones, and two new operating bases are all part of a $75
million Pentagon counterterrorism package for Yemen sent to Capitol Hill.

Democrat touts oversight of public transit systems after DC Metro shutdowns
By Keith Laing 
Maryland Sen. Barbara Mikulski touted an increase in federal oversight over municipal public
transportation systems on Monday.
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Dems hold 'midnight vigil' to protest defeat of DISCLOSE bill
By Pete Kasperowicz 
Senate Democrats launched a rare, all-night debate on Monday that was scheduled to last past
midnight, to protest Senate Republicans' opposition to legislation that would require companies,
unions and other groups to report their campaign spending.

Lieberman: Senate to consider cybersecurity bill by 'end of next week'
By Jennifer Martinez
Sen. Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.) said the Senate is going to begin consideration of his cybersecurity
bill "by the end of next week."

Opinion: Policy shouldn’t limit those with disabilities
By Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.)
On April 29, 2007, my life was changed irrevocably. It was on this day that my husband Brian and
I brought a beautiful baby boy into the world.

George H.W. Bush to miss GOP convention
By Russell Berman 
Former President George H.W. Bush will not attend the Republican National Convention in Tampa
due to health problems, marking the first party convention that the 41st president will miss in
more than 35 years.

Team Obama to Romney: Prove it with Bain meeting minutes
By Jonathan Easley 
President Obama’s campaign said Mitt Romney should release minutes from meetings with Bain
Capital to prove he left the firm when he said he did.

GOP leaders slam the door on carbon taxes
By Ben Geman 
Capitol Hill's most powerful Republicans say advocates who have been discussing a carbon tax
behind closed doors are wasting their breath.

Pelosi becomes Dems' $300M woman
By Russell Berman 
For House Democrats, Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) is now the $300 million woman.
That’s the total that Pelosi, the former Speaker, has raised for her colleagues in the decade since
she first entered the House leadership, according to data provided to The Hill by her political office
on Monday.

Senate Dem tax plan likely to get vote next week
By Bernie Becker 
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A broad Senate Democratic tax plan will likely be voted on next week, according to an aide.

Once-vulnerable Dem doubles down on healthcare reform
By Elise Viebeck
One Democratic congressman from Northern Virginia isn't shy about proclaiming his support for
"ObamaCare."
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The Hill: Thune Rising: GOP senator on veepstakes and his future
By Alexander Bolton
Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) has reemerged as a viable vice presidential candidate who would check
many of the boxes Mitt Romney is looking for in a running mate.

The Hill Poll: Voters say wealth is now an impossible dream
By Sheldon Alberts 
Nearly half (47 percent) of likely voters believe it is impossible for them to become wealthy in the
course of their lifetime, according to a new poll for The Hill.

The Hill: Ron Paul readies salvos for last showdown with Fed’s Bernanke
By Peter Schroeder
It might not be a surprise to find a smile on the face of Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke
when he appears before the House Financial Services Committee Wednesday. It looks to be the
last time he will have to face off against Rep. Ron Paul (R-Texas).

The Hill: Opinion: GOP jabs on jobs, but has no plan
By Juan Williams 
Last week, as Mitt Romney tried to defend himself against attacks on his record at Bain Capital,
Republicans complained the Obama campaign is guilty of distracting Americans from the central
issues of the 2012 presidential race — jobs and the economy.

The Hill: Opinion: Five keys to a better budget
By Judd Gregg 
Historically, federal budgets have been about taking a lot of numbers that already exist — i.e., the
baseline — and adding to them a bunch of new numbers that reflect the administration’s or
Congress’s wish list.

The Hill: After Tucson shooting, a new life for Ron Barber in Congress
By Ramsey Cox 
The former Giffords aide is turning his attention from tragedy to immigration and defense issues.

The Hill: Obama: ‘We won’t be apologizing’ to Romney for Bain questions
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By Meghashyam Mali 
President Obama rebuffed Mitt Romney’s calls for him to apologize for attacks on the GOP
candidate’s record at private equity firm Bain Capital.

The Hill: Boehner rakes in $8.5M second quarter, has raised $80M as Speaker
By Molly K. Hooper
Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) raked in nearly $8.5 million in the second quarter of fundraising
this year to protect his hard-fought GOP majority in the House.

The Hill: Campaign adviser Gillespie says Romney ‘retired retroactively’ from Bain
Capital
By Keith Laing
Senior Mitt Romney campaign adviser Ed Gillespie blasted President Obama's attacks on the GOP
candidate, saying Romney had been honest about his tenure at the private equity giant Bain
Capital.

The New York Times: In tracing Romney's role at Bain, a convoluted timeline
By Nicholas Confessore and Michael D. Shear
The management of Mitt Romney’s private equity firm, Bain Capital, has proved difficult to explain
in the simple terms favored by political campaigns.

The Washington Post: Democrats threaten to go over ‘fiscal cliff’ if GOP fails to raise
taxes
By Lori Montgomery
Democrats are making increasingly explicit threats about their willingness to let nearly $600 billion
worth of tax hikes and spending cuts take effect in January unless Republicans drop their
opposition to higher taxes for the nation’s wealthiest households.

Reuters: Romney's fundraising potential far from tapped: federal disclosures
By Alina Selyukh and Alexander Cohen
Of the big donors helping propel the fundraising of U.S. Republican presidential hopeful Mitt
Romney, fewer than 1 percent have hit the limit they can donate to his election bid, suggesting
cash is likely to keep pouring into his coffers.
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GOP Rep. Sandy Adams hits Mica on Georgia transportation tax in Fla. primary
By Keith Laing 
Republican Rep. Sandy Adams (R-Fla.) is criticizing House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee Chairman John Mica (R-Fla.) for commenting on a proposed transportation tax in
neighboring Georgia.

Halperin, Schieffer critical of appearance in Romney campaign ad
By Keith Laing 
Journalists Mark Halperin and Bob Schieffer are expressing discomfort with the use of their images
in an ad from GOP candidate Mitt Romney’s campaign.
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Emanuel: Romney made Bain tenure his ‘calling card,’ should ‘stop whining’
By Meghashyam Mali 
Former Obama White House chief-of-staff-turned Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel defended
criticisms of Mitt Romney’s tenure at Bain Capital, saying the GOP candidate had made his work
there a “calling card” of his campaign and should “stop whining.”

Obama says he’d make ‘same argument’ as Romney, if in his shoes
By Keith Laing 
President Obama said Sunday that he would make the same arguments about his handling of the
U.S. economy as Republican Mitt Romney if he was challenging an incumbent president saddled
with high unemployment.

Postal Service rescue bill stalls in Congress as cash woes mount
By Bernie Becker 
The House’s delay in considering a postal reform bill is sparking concerns that the rescue of the
U.S. Postal Service could be delayed until after the November elections — or even until the next
Congress.

Republican Govs. Scott, Branstad balk at accepting health law Medicaid expansion
By Jordy Yager 
Two Republican governors in key battleground states said on Sunday they are pushing to reject
matching the federal government’s expansion of Medicaid under President Obama’s new healthcare
law.
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The Hill: While Romney has strong hand, Obama camp plays cards better
By Niall Stanage 
Conservatives are asking a vital question with more and more urgency as the election campaign
progresses: Why isn’t President Obama doing worse?

The Hill Poll: Majority of voters believe Obama has changed country for worse
By Sheldon Alberts 
Two-thirds of likely voters say President Obama has kept his 2008 campaign promise to change
America — but it’s changed for the worse, according to a sizable majority.

The Hill: Report: Obama to call for extending some Bush-era tax rates
By Meghashyam Mali 
President Obama will call for a one-year extension of the Bush-era tax rates for people who earn
less than $250,000 per year.

The Hill: Dems slam Romney over offshore finances, call for more tax returns
By Bernie Becker 
Top Democrats repeatedly slammed Mitt Romney on Sunday for his foreign wheelings and
dealings, as President Obama’s campaign continues to make the case that the presumptive GOP
nominee doesn’t understand the concerns of the middle class.

The Hill: Compromise 2012 farm bill plows rift into House Dems
By Erik Wasson and Mike Lillis 
Liberal Democrats are fuming over $16 billion in cuts to food stamp programs included in the
House farm bill set for a markup on Wednesday.

The Hill: Health law mandate isn’t ‘largest tax,’ despite GOP claims
By Russell Berman 
To hear Republicans tell it, the individual mandate to buy health insurance that the Supreme Court
has now declared to be a tax is the “largest tax in America’s history.”

The Hill: Opinion: Conservatives should thank John Roberts for health law decision
By Judd Gregg 
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Conservatives should begin by praising Chief Justice John Roberts. The Supreme Court’s healthcare
decision limits the promotion of federal power and future Democratic Congresses in two ways,
while also setting up an important national debate on tax policy.

The Hill: Opinion: NRA pushes limits of its power
By Juan Williams 
Washington got hit by a storm two weeks ago with the first House vote in history to hold an
attorney general in contempt of Congress, and the town is still cleaning up.

The Hill: Watchdog: Russell Senate building poses threat in case of emergency
By Debbie Siegelbaum
Congressional lawmakers and staff may be in increased danger in the event of an emergency or
terrorist attack if they work within the Russell Senate Office Building (RSOB), according to a federal
watchdog agency report.

The Hill: McConnell sees 50-50 chance of GOP winning back Senate majority
By Ben Geman
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) said Sunday that Republicans have even odds of
winning back the Senate majority in this fall’s elections.

The Hill: Coal country concerns top McKinley’s agenda
By Ramsey Cox 
Walking into Rep. David McKinley’s (R-W.Va.) office, the first thing a visitor notices is the life-size
poster above his couch of coal miner James Brandon and his young daughter, Kailee.

The Hill: RNC head: Democrats living in a ‘fantasyland’ over state of economy
By Bernie Becker 
Reince Priebus, the chairman of the Republican National Committee, on Sunday sharply criticized
Obama’s economic record, saying Democrats who declared the country was moving in the right
direction are living in a “fantasyland.”

The Hill: Clinton hails international pledges to donate $16B for Afghan development
By Meghashyam Mali
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton hailed international donors on Sunday for pledging to provide
Afghanistan with $16 billion in aid thorough 2015 in exchange for commitments to crack down on
corruption in that country.

The Washington Post: Obama’s two-pronged economic problem
By Chris Cillizza
The president’s reelection campaign must solve the conundrum of how to present his message
about economic issues, past and present. Will voters make their minds up on where they’ve been,
where they are, or where they hope to go?

Associated Press: Conservatives make it rough for business
By Donna Cassata
Conservative Republicans have roughed up the business community this year - and it's not over
yet.

Wall Street Journal: Military cuts loom as late campaign issue
By Patrick O'Connor
The Pentagon could have to slash roughly $50 billion more from its budget in January, a prospect
that could undercut Obama's re-election chances in states such as Virginia.
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McCain slams Obama handling of Syrian crisis as ‘shameful’
By Ben Geman 
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) on Sunday strongly condemned the Obama administration’s
performance on the Syrian crisis and called for efforts to arm rebels battling President Bashar al-
Assad to hasten his departure.

Bill Kristol: Romney camp has reason to ‘worry’
By Meghashyam Mali
Political analyst Bill Kristol on Sunday added to conservative criticism of Mitt Romney's campaign,
saying it was a troubling sign that Obama was still ahead in the polls despite a still weak economy.

McConnell says he has no regrets over backing Justice Roberts confirmation
By Ben Geman 
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) insisted Sunday that he doesn’t have buyer’s
remorse when it comes to supporting the confirmation of Supreme Court Chief Justice John
Roberts.

Rep. Rangel holds 990-vote lead as count ends in contested NY Democratic primary
By Meghashyam Mali
Rep. Charles Rangel leads by 990 votes in his Democratic primary, after election officials
completed a contentious, extended count lasting nearly two weeks.

Obama adviser Gibbs digs in on raising taxes on high-income earners
By Ben Geman 
Obama campaign adviser Robert Gibbs on Sunday pressed to allow the Bush-era tax rates for
wealthy earners to expire, escalating a clash with congressional Republicans who vow to extend
the current levels for everyone.

Durbin: Romney is ‘ObamaCare daddy’
By Bernie Becker 
Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) said Sunday that the presumptive GOP nominee for president, Mitt
Romney, was the “daddy” of the Democrats’ 2010 healthcare reform law.
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The Hill: Obama braces for June jobs report
By Peter Schroeder 
Weak June manufacturing numbers released Monday intensified concern about the fragility of the
economic recovery and turned election-watchers’ attention toward unemployment numbers due
out at the end of this week.

The Hill: Republicans find killing healthcare law not as easy as it sounds
By Sam Baker
Republicans say they could repeal President Obama’s healthcare law if the GOP wins the White
House and majorities in the House and Senate next year. But that is hardly a slam-dunk
proposition.

The Hill: Team Romney muddies Republican message after healthcare ruling
By Jonathan Easley 
Mitt Romney’s presidential campaign broke with congressional Republicans on Monday by arguing
that the individual mandate upheld by the Supreme Court last week is a penalty, not a tax.

The Hill: Congress faces slim window to pass bills
By Russell Berman 
Congress is poised to tackle a handful of high-profile bills between now and Election Day, but the
measures face an uphill climb.

The Hill: Fifteen governors reject or leaning against expanded Medicaid program
By Elise Viebeck 
At least 15 governors have indicated they will not participate in the expansion of Medicaid under
the healthcare law, striking a blow to President Obama’s promise of broader insurance coverage.

The Hill: Tough defense talk ups Ayotte's VP cred
By Jeremy Herb and Carlo Munoz 
Freshman Sen. Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.) has turned the threat of $500 billion in defense cuts into her
signature political issue, raising her Senate profile and sparking speculation that she could become
Mitt Romney’s running mate.
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The Hill: Lobbyists face crunch time ahead of House farm bill's release
By Erik Wasson 
Lobbyists on the farm bill are facing crunch time this week, even with lawmakers in both chambers
out of town.

The Hill: Democrat: New Mexican president won't cut cartels slack
By Julian Pecquet 
The Obama administration and border-district lawmakers on Monday hailed the election of centrist
candidate Enrique Peña Nieto as Mexico's new president despite earlier concerns that he might
curtail his country's bloody war against the drug cartels.

The Hill: Romney plans summer visit to Israel
By Justin Sink
Mitt Romney plans a trip to Israel this summer to meet with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and other political leaders, an aide to the Romney campaign confirmed Monday.

The Hill: Opposition to UN arms treaty heats up
By Julian Pecquet
Some 130 lawmakers sent President Obama a letter on Monday expressing their opposition to a
pending arms trade treaty if it impinges on gun rights and U.S. sovereignty in any way.

The Hill: Winners and losers in highway battle
By Keith Laing 
Transportation advocates breathed a sigh of relief last week when Congress approved the first
long-term highway bill in seven years.

The Washington Post: After vote, now it’s conservatives who charge a ‘political’
Supreme Court
By Robert Barnes
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. is bearing the brunt of the criticism from the right after court
upheld President Obama’s health-care law.

The Wall Street Journal: Wall Street is still giving to president
By Peter Nicholas and Daniel Lippman
Defying expectations, the securities and investment industry has remained an important part of the
Obama fundraising effort.

Bloomberg: Obama invokes McCain as Romney cites Clinton to make case
By Kate Andersen Brower
To some partisans, it may sound jarring: President Barack Obama talks about how he and former
rival John McCain were simpatico in 2008 while Mitt Romney fondly recalls Bill Clinton’s White
House tenure.

The Hill's E-news

Sequestration could force industry to skirt export controls
By Carlo Munoz 
U.S. defense firms desperate to recoup losses from looming domestic defense cuts in the
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international market could look to skirt current export rules to bolster their bottom lines.

MADD applauds highway bill for including money for alcohol detection in cars
By Keith Laing 
The group Mothers Against Drunk Driving said Monday that the approval of a $105 billion
transportation funding bill was a "good day for highway safety."

House to prohibit IRS from implementing healthcare law
By Pete Kasperowicz 
The move by the House comes after the Supreme Court ruled the insurance mandate is a tax, not
a penalty.

Twitter complied with 75 percent of US requests for user information
By Jennifer Martinez 
Twitter received 679 requests for user information from the U.S. government in the last year,
according to a report released by the company Monday.

Opinion: The U.S. and Europe: Time to spur growth through trade
By Myron Brilliant, senior vice president for international affairs, U.S. Chamber of Commerce
An important but little-noticed event took place at the June 18-19 G-20 Summit – President
Obama and his European Union counterparts signaled the U.S. and EU may negotiate a
comprehensive agreement to liberalize transatlantic trade and investment.

Va. Gov. McDonnell to lead platform committee for GOP convention
By Alicia M. Cohn 
Virginia’s Gov. Bob McDonnell will lead the platform committee for the Republican National
Convention, organizers announced Monday.

Trump: Health ruling a 'disaster,' Roberts 'extremely disloyal'
By Justin Sink 
Real estate mogul and Mitt Romney surrogate Donald Trump blasted Chief Justice John Roberts
for his deciding vote to uphold President Obama's signature healthcare law last week, accusing
Roberts of betraying conservatives with the ruling.

Senators prodded SEC on oil rule ahead of vote announcement
By Ben Geman
Two senators pushing the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) to complete long-delayed oil
industry disclosure rules asked the SEC’s internal watchdog to evaluate the matter shortly before
the commission announced an upcoming Aug. 22 vote on the regulation.

Rep. Charles Rangel's primary dispute delayed
By Jonathan Easley

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018PK3c_OR7KhMXhTZoS5YwhGUmHT7dIUuDLefDgTKUWn8WJAnJvG0TV2MTmMOrw-K1Q3kzW2KNYaEAdsR-wAqN1GIkd0ih6YqC98MACNhgN6nrwfgGKiJ_KEXP8YCelNt3NrKjopmgMiol9uOx9WaE4cEbDnA5lSSx0ftRkbUyRv4sy_IKDXYcrm3A6XMxzQ1RuRTClltq44GkYfwr7J9pt8GcNvAkqpCx5Ru83F_bBN2V_GiZ7oGeKpkv_Lc4LzMuR1ODMyEHv_illvy4xesPHSIpBrQe2bgBrmapyMsO7Q=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018PK3c_OR7Kjzvafdow4NPkzzrLHkFhrHR_Ni-6BjUf9HZ_h26h3H9QucW5ZgWiqiZ0gobrCqX4UkbszJ2ZjEpjYpdOUW3gvxtLPldcdIVOG7XQYhxiRTEnWFw2bBC6fvAFDlgUCxqrIQga5L2bGENZnN0mfwc6iFQBnTZ2_M8MCMXJaJSJoCMulabJX5fRQzWCZxqVVjguUik1Ol3D9OUOm_BEySFR-xEJlhVrI8sSnQJYXAM3DzsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018PK3c_OR7KjRyw2CqmphXBtLdwZMPAJ3ovHzicTH6j4zQYRdeoT1ndnXX5ZCiWrn7YSidY-9ANALS2zoprsKnFiELajtiYLIKQ2GzHkCY4ceEtlUo6vT7QdhvxXUluCbuscN4zJpO5w-h18twe5-zRkkXDsJu2cGD3xJrBbB7LHlsli70lmkh4Ni9gV5AJFpt19MDGVoM1ic5hn3uUD1Ljtevcb12YZ8yLxxRxJG7wR1Y9CN4_fsNvoq5RwdiSqmdaeAPdRuId4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018PK3c_OR7KhDLk0FbcDkvWY9wK3funf4Kx3ViiIR5643kgVPhJs2_Ei5DayinFxFXcr1JSm4xKNYj0_L0XkqpZMIU7s9ZHJEfeldnGey1Tbb_Uwnorf3MvwOf1Mx0FlMxGmYLZhF5dmPdxXWeFg5IN--uJe-KlZFzMV0OCW8XKtc6IAD_mlm_FDdWjHFkutEjv75_13-lbf0w0lFHymMYheXk7X1Y74EGaNQLq5CERqoQIYIPYoN-A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018PK3c_OR7KiITexHhcnqYjsarkZvL1vQaWXMWQh35uOXrEZk1HNq-XcWVUlLYRxf4bpyHpf8bl8IBffCH_cc_nPjc-u5OzVKvND2riUuJgGSa6xSSh7lKWK8RUGcTfUjGwXR8eo9-ZmifheLUpawHMqFQNatWHzR_HgepGb8HtLtFMnUXm_oCrj622MkN3ExfIuljHZEhg2f3cy2dJ4kMI4qhjP5wkzP9hA29Y_I4H4-NY0pegyasg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018PK3c_OR7KhHpO4jnIVmsPixZFBjCUaN0uUYLWs39tS5_RtPt3jC7CE-8MgxoeRZg8VEZAH2JCg_XVSC5c4ePDwodMMXvyCv7ntDDCR4YT9tuzZuVIRblvuzeTqRA_krYROtfMAARZInfZcSiaWtp8CKwlqiKFninWIQ26Cxc2vuF8lZd4M95vtO2XhCZsyeihJGeq6qScwBG3C8yTPvFZTQ0J8uyYkGKGpq9l76n50=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018PK3c_OR7Kjk8yzVBRAoEWAhZi2v2tEImRGwm_XvRI3y4mQSg3-pTdL3pey1N4JUmbDo0KX1MdL8Sx8oPp8slSQ7b5Ck8Gimes5KMYE6cfJTuT6WGiAYRX1kHEVNtRnnsIY8EWsUlC1jra73s7OeePErrkQj_5AZ7o0j6g9viK_HTX__AaiQFKuHOc-xicoLJY2eyf9dyllYKRytR5gL6V49kwZSvjJbHFm7aEYUqNU=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018PK3c_OR7KiWB-Kfu3eUY8PwbGs6oVlKtLDt9k84kacVzcTxZ8h3rmwSce-j_ld8NOhudWIpFj-d6-MA1-WRDPA5cPthe-cG8yO2lu1BRA_CrmSgWTIlW8fLQ3ma31zth9TWIjxTWhwNhEDX6Tb2lqaWcTUaXQLBQ4LM2JuWdcEECVKuffHW7h3ZOc6Ss8L9U2JXBTBVdlReX3SpksJE6_VZ6-P7eIE8


State Sen. Adriano Espaillat (D) has temporarily withdrawn a petition challenging U.S. Rep. Charles
Rangel’s (D) primary victory, but will refile a petition later this week to make a broader legal
argument, The New Orleans Times Picayune is reporting.

Audit: IRS needs to better manage complaints about tax-exempt groups
By Bernie Becker
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) needs to do a better job of managing complaints about tax-
exempt groups, according to a federal audit released on Monday.

GOP lawmakers urge governors not to enact Obama healthcare law provisions
By Elise Viebeck 
Republican lawmakers are asking governors to support the repeal of President Obama's healthcare
reform law by refusing to implement its provisions.

The Hill's 50 Most Beautiful — Nominations now open!

The Hill is now taking nominations for its 2012 50 Most Beautiful People list. Send
nominations to 50MB@thehill.com. Please include the person's name, place of

employment, contact information and a photo. Those eligible include members of Congress,
congressional staffers, lobbyists and anyone else who works regularly on Capitol Hill. All
nominations are kept confidential.
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The Hill: After five-year odyssey, Eshoo’s cancer bill nears the finish line
By Elise Viebeck 
It was her friend Barbara Boxer’s birthday party, but Anna Eshoo only planned to stay five
minutes.

The Hill: Centrist Dems lying low on deficit negotiations to avoid 2014 backlash
By Alexander Bolton
Senate Democratic centrists, whom Grover Norquist describes as the “hostages” in the tax debate,
are lying low and keeping quiet about competing proposals from President Obama and House GOP
leaders.

The Hill: Lack of rank-and-file House GOP backlash hints at softening on taxes
By Russell Berman
Republicans appeared Tuesday to be moving reluctantly toward a debt deal that would increase
revenues, one day after Speaker John Boehner (Ohio) offered up $800 billion in tax collection in
the fiscal-cliff negotiations.

The Hill: Obama: I’m willing to horse-trade
By Amie Parnes and Justin Sink 
President Obama rejected Speaker John Boehner’s (R-Ohio) $2.2 trillion deficit-reduction proposal
on Tuesday while signaling he could consider entitlement reforms if congressional Republicans
agree to higher tax rates for upper-income households.

The Hill: Conservative leader says GOP not punishing right-leaning members
By Molly K. Hooper
A key conservative lawmaker says he does not believe that House Republican leaders are
penalizing right-leaning legislators by removing them from high-profile committees.

The Hill: Watchdogs demand a commitment from Boehner to keep ethics board
By Jordy Yager
Watchdog groups are turning up the heat on Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) to preserve the
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Office of Congressional Ethics (OCE) in the next Congress.

The Hill: Businesses warn of impact from tax increase on seniors
By Bernie Becker and Peter Schroeder
Businesses are trying to ward off a massive tax increase on investments by pressing the case that
dividends are not just the province of the rich, but a source of financial security for seniors.

The Hill: Books tell the tale about 2016 intentions
By Christian Heinze
Writing a book (preferably, a memoir) has become a prerequisite for any candidate thinking about
a presidential run.

The Hill: Lobbyists cash in on ties to new House committee chairmen
By Kevin Bogardus 
The post-election shake-up on House committees has enhanced the brands of lobbyists who are
considered close to the new leaders.

The Hill: Lowey selection a win for Pelosi
By Erik Wasson 
House Democratic leaders have chosen Rep. Nita Lowey (D-N.Y.) over Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio)
for the position of ranking member on the powerful House Appropriations Committee, in a victory
for House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), who championed Lowey.

The Hill: Waters secures top Democratic spot on House Financial Services Committee
By Peter Schroeder
Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Calif.) has been officially named the top Democrat on the House Financial
Services Committee.

The Hill: Senate passes $631B defense policy bill 98-0
By Jeremy Herb and Ramsey Cox 
The Senate on Tuesday passed a massive, wide-ranging $631 billion defense authorization bill that
restores threatened Pentagon biofuels programs, issues new sanctions against Iran and changes
U.S. detention policy for American citizens.

The Hill: GOP stars Rubio, Ryan lay out visions for Republican Party
By Cameron Joseph
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) and Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), two potential 2016 presidential
candidates, gave competing speeches Tuesday night, laying out visions of a GOP focused on
upward mobility.

The New York Times: Tax deduction limits may trim deficits, but not easily
By Jackie Calmes
Republican leaders say they can raise $800 billion in revenue in the first decade by limiting tax
breaks, a proposal that analysts say is possible but bound to face political hurdles.

The Washington Post: For tea party, post-election turmoil
By Amy Gardner
Dick Armey’s exit from FreedomWorks highlights the debate over the movement’s direction.

Associated Press: Fiscal cliff offers hint at more defense cuts
By Donna Cassata
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House Republicans' "fiscal cliff" counteroffer to President Barack Obama hints at billions of dollars
in military cuts on top of the nearly $500 billion that the White House and Congress backed last
year, and even the fiercest defense hawks acknowledge that the Pentagon faces another financial
hit.
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Senate passes ‘Stolen Valor’ rewrite in defense bill
By Jeremy Herb 
The Senate included a measure to make it a crime to lie about military honors as an amendment
that passed Monday evening by voice vote in the defense authorization bill.

Feds to mediate West Coast port strike
By Keith Laing 
Federal mediators will attempt to resolve a strike that has halted shipments at West Coast ports,
the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service Tuesday.

Gohmert calls for replacing CBO with competitive scoring system
By Pete Kasperowicz
Rep. Louie Gohmert (R-Texas) on Tuesday called for the elimination of the Congressional Budget
Office (CBO) as the sole scorer of congressional legislation and the creation of a new, competitive
system that would open the job of scoring to several entities at once.

Democrats skeptical of Obama's FTC pick
By Brendan Sasso
Joshua Wright, President Obama's nominee to fill one of the Republican slots on the Federal Trade
Commission, faced tough questioning from Senate Democrats at his confirmation hearing on
Tuesday.

Opinion: Nation needs a new airline policy
By Nicholas E. Calio, president and CEO, Airlines for America
If Washington is serious about boosting the economy and creating jobs, it needs look no further
than the U.S. airline industry.

George W. Bush urges 'benevolent' immigration reform debate
By Justin Sink 
Former President George W. Bush urged lawmakers to consider a comprehensive immigration
reform package at a speech in Dallas on Tuesday, one of the former president's first public forays
back into the national political debate.

Obama: Susan Rice 'highly qualified,' but no decision yet on secretary of State
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By Justin Sink 
Obama on Tuesday continued his staunch defense of U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice, while insisting
no decision had been made on Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s replacement.

US oil production hits 15-year high
By Zack Colman 
Domestic crude oil production in September hit the highest monthly output since 1998, according
to the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA).

DCCC targets 40 Republicans on taxes
By Alexandra Jaffe 
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee has entered the tax fight with their first
targeted attacks of the 2014 cycle, blasting out a press release in the districts of 40 House
Republicans the committee feels are vulnerable.

Charities lobby Congress to save their tax deduction
By Vicki Needham
Groups that rely heavily on charitable giving will descend on Capitol Hill on Wednesday to defend
the tax deduction for charities — a target in talks to reduce the deficit.

Restaurant chain says criticizing ‘ObamaCare’ may hurt its earnings
By Sam Baker
A major restaurant chain said Tuesday that its complaints about President Obama's healthcare law
have been bad for business.

Forward email

This email was sent to katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov by news@thehill.com |  
Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

The Hill | 1625 K Street | NW Suite 900 | Washington | DC | 20006

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001A1tJ3yywwwnw19ALJGrLcZtBJhyeBoSRPRNoP2IN44VxQ4xV94vXyjPadpNv1FJn_A6V0Hhv5myQ0zKk1JpTtCcaksLMSGFGg1q5pn1cyegWj7mTyXylyVhAj4XsFvKUG5riENB3NYTas_oFkoa7VU68cQf5Vc4sbiq24xsPabnhD_tV6qK8kJRUsFnyA7xlNaXfwK0QNsxj-NyT9_hS_g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001A1tJ3yywwwm5bmdDB908SsLnpZl-awF63gCXVS9ebmM0IYaA5eGyy7JJgFD0-hfC-eRS5uTnGCmcX91X2PGHIfiE_wbtVapwx2qAt-lYYvE_F-EVvxp0_XlTIpVux3Nu-1mvoo4KUwxBnubTXW7QeI9aB_KlUgv00YOxTiKMgPyXivyKTs1KwDvBhwk0GtN8dJpY8SNqtXj3D95VKVJGrg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001A1tJ3yywwwkUBfFFX_-UgYgQRcx8wjCV2MeVeZfphMpfr8NksGzC8WVKGOznIDXSNbvVCh2zjNDLwJFulFSgUt_pke6O0U07tHnLG4niPGwg9c0IjVLpK2kaj75XxVuAdv0QPPxiJ6vE8lZukGmYc42NjJSL7ihTidtaVsr0R2rdVcqfU_6aI9aXkKoJsjk9oiclk9yLmi4pOaPhZbAu53AL_TTJzJmU
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001A1tJ3yywwwl3NKcuNHZ5q-XeG5yUo9jSiM8rk2mYaI59p7bYnxYrAzoZ8Ss5KV8Dgr35NrLVLtQcnII-0FvsiDw-KaL1bg8J0DyRkilJFyXzxVU3-02Ii2PKLlymEti6bsLVFb4bEuY0HIp8nfKCFX6lVQred0173EulNv4eucR52DUFS2844m8JZyJo1BUgOMKBMe81W9_VSgQi1MughgJh9O7RBIQnIJFw8XSISFq2YI4gONzqTzlfmoSZhV5cB3oqRn3lBPk=
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=rif8facab&m=1101665244433&ea=katie.altshuler%40govelect.ok.gov&a=1111761948598
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001Jzhx8uVKgrOWLrrSceTOhB9PXF8pG_t9ouK3jpowxYg%3D&t=001FDDQF8y5gQtbXdRg2FTY1w%3D%3D&l=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&r=001IqezpQbqEsU%3D&llr=rif8facab
mailto:news@thehill.com
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001Jzhx8uVKgrOWLrrSceTOhB9PXF8pG_t9ouK3jpowxYg%3D&t=001FDDQF8y5gQtbXdRg2FTY1w%3D%3D&l=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&r=001IqezpQbqEsU%3D&llr=rif8facab
http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp


From: The Hill
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: The Hill"s E-news: December 1, 2012
Date: Saturday, December 01, 2012 6:06:59 AM

The Hill's E-news

 December 1, 2012  

The Hill: Democrats: We're not overreaching in debt talks
By Bernie Becker 
Congressional Democrats say they're not afraid of overreaching with President Obama’s tax-and-
spending offer to Republicans.

The Hill: Obama urges public to pressure House on tax rates in weekly address
By Erik Wasson 
Democrats want the current rates for individuals making under $200,000 and married couples
making under $250,000 to be extended.

The Hill: House Dems try to force vote on extending middle-class tax rates
By Mike Lillis 
House Democrats will try to force a vote on extending Bush-era tax rates for the middle class.

The Hill: Back on stump, Obama urges GOP action on middle-class taxes
By Amie Parnes 
Obama said if Congress doesn't extend the breaks, it will be a "Scrooge Christmas."

The Hill: Speaker adds woman to ranks of House committee chairs
By Molly K. Hooper 
Rep. Candice Miller (R-Mich.) will chair the Committee on House Administration.

The Hill: Cantor releases 2013 House calendar
By Jonathan Easley 
The 113th Congress will commence when new members are sworn in on Jan. 3, 2013.

The Hill: House cuts back on Fridays
By Jonathan Easley 
“It’s just a freak occurrence, it was nothing purposeful,” a leadership aide said.

The Hill: Spending bill could see vote next week
By Erik Wasson 
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Appropriators want to replace the current stopgap measure that runs out in March with a giant
2013 omnibus spending package.

The Hill: Boehner: We're at a 'stalemate' in debt talks
By Russell Berman 
In his response to Obama's speech, the Speaker said negotiations to avert the fiscal cliff were at a
"stalemate."

The Hill: RSC chairman wants 'ObamaCare tax hikes' on the debt deal table
By Elise Viebeck 
Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) says stopping the healthcare law's revenue hikes must be part of deal
on the debt.

The Hill: White House rules out repercussions for Palestinians after UN statehood vote
By Julian Pecquet 
Some Republicans want to punish both Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and the
United Nations.

The Hill: Hoyer: Obama's debt plan proposal to Republicans not a 'take or leave it'
offer
By Mike Lillis 
The House Democratic whip called on the GOP to make a counter offer to the White House deficit-
reduction plan.

The Hill: GOP lawmakers say fracking study could hurt job growth
By Zack Colman 
The CDC is considering examining a potential link between hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, and
drinking water contamination.

The Wall Street Journal: Republicans Take Aim at Entitlements
By Naftali Bendavid and Janet Hook 
Sen. Mitch McConnell detailed potential changes to Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security,
providing clarity on how Republicans would cut entitlement costs.

The Washington Post: New Hampshire’s Sen. Ayotte offering Republicans an influential
new voice
By Rosalind S. Helderman 
Freshman emerges as one of her party’s most visible figures on national security issues.

Associated Press: Incoming members of Congress play the lottery for new office space
By Henry C. Jackson 
Rep.-elect Julia Brownley of California shimmied and danced, smiling broadly. And that was before
the Democrat even got the good news: She’d won the lottery.

The Hill's E-news

Senate vote supports Israeli Iron Dome to shield against rocket attacks
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By Ramsey Cox 
The Senate passed an amendment Thursday night to the defense bill that would express Senate
support for the Israeli Iron Dome defensive weapon system.

FAA proposes new flight attendant workplace safety rules
By Keith Laing 
The Federal Aviation Administration said Friday that flight attendants will soon be covered by
Department of Labor workplace safety standards.

Durbin releases 2013 Senate calendar
By Ramsey Cox 
Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) released the 2013 calendar for the Senate on Friday.

AFL-CIO urges UN to drop proposed Internet regulations
By Julian Pecquet 
Labor chief Richard Trumka is urging U.S. negotiators and the United Nations to nix a proposal to
allow countries to regulate the Internet.

Opinion: The fiscal cliff, policy uncertainty and tax reform
By Seth H. Giertz, University of Nebraska and Jacob Feldman, George Mason University
The founding fathers purposefully designed a political system that perpetuates gridlock.

Cornyn: Obama 'crazy' to claim unilateral debt ceiling power
By Daniel Strauss
Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas), who will soon be the second-ranking Republican in the Senate, on
Friday panned a proposal by the White House that would allow President Obama to raise the debt
ceiling without congressional approval.

Obama says not extending middle-class tax cuts would be like receiving a 'lump of
coal'
By Amie Parnes 
President Obama said Friday that if Congress did not extend tax cuts for the middle class by Jan.
1, it would be like receiving a “lump of coal” for the holiday season.

AAA asks EPA to stop sales of high-ethanol fuel
By Zack Colman
AAA urged the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to halt sales of gasoline with higher ethanol
concentrations Friday, contending the fuel blend causes engine damage not covered under most
auto warranties.

Rep. Tim Griffin won't run against Sen. Mark Pryor in Arkansas
By Cameron Joseph
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Rep. Tim Griffin (R-Ark.) won't challenge Sen. Mark Pryor (D-Ark.) or run for governor in 2014, he
said on Friday.

Retail group pushes Senate on online sales tax
By Bernie Becker
An influential retail group is urging senators to tack an online sales tax amendment on to the
defense spending bill currently on the chamber floor.

Support for government guarantee of healthcare hits record low
By Sam Baker
For the first time in more than a decade, a majority of Americans say it's not the government's
responsibility to ensure access to healthcare.
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 August 15, 2012  

The Hill: Ryan’s abortion stance could widen gender gap in swing states
By Sam Baker
Rep. Paul Ryan’s record on abortion and contraception could help widen a gender gap that is
already hurting Mitt Romney’s presidential campaign in several key states.

The Hill: Romney slams Obama in tough new speech
By Emily Goodin and Justin Sink 
Mitt Romney used a tough new campaign speech to personally blast the Obama campaign on
Tuesday, saying comments earlier in the day from Vice President Biden are "what an angry and
desperate Presidency looks like."

The Hill: Deficit-warrior Ryan sees national security as a budget issue
By Jeremy Herb
When it comes to foreign policy and national defense, Mitt Romney’s vice presidential pick Rep.
Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) sees things through a budgetary lens.

The Hill: Florida Rep. Stearns trailing local vet in Republican primary
By Alexandra Jaffe
Local veterinarian Ted Yoho is unexpectedly leading longtime Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-Fla.) in their
GOP primary on Tuesday night.

The Hill: Rep. Mica beats Adams in member matchup
By Emily Goodin, Alexandra Jaffe and Keith Laing
Rep. John Mica (R-Fla.) easily beat freshman Rep. Sandy Adams (R-Fla.) in their member-vs.-
member primary on Tuesday.

The Hill: Team Obama confident Biden can take on Ryan despite new gaffe
By Amie Parnes 
DANVILLE, Va.— The Obama campaign said Tuesday it is confident Vice President Biden will be an
effective foil against GOP vice presidential candidate Rep. Paul Ryan despite his latest gaffe.

The Hill: Tommy Thompson wins Wis. Senate primary, will face Rep. Baldwin in fall
By Cameron Joseph
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Former Wisconsin Gov. Tommy Thompson (R) has won his Senate primary, giving Republicans
their strongest candidate to win the open seat this fall.

The Hill: For vanquished veep possibilities, a political future remains in the cards
By Christian Heinze
It would be a giant mistake to assume that Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) was the only winner during
the vice presidential season.

The Hill: Ryan: 'It's irrefutable' that President Obama is damaging Medicare
By Justin Sink 
"The Obama campaign thinks it's an achievement that they raided Medicare to pay for
ObamaCare," said the vice-presidential pick.

The Hill: Administration defends immigration plan as applications to defer deportation
open
By Jordy Yager 
The Obama administration plans to begin accepting applications Wednesday for certain young
illegal immigrants to defer their deportation.

The New York Times: Utility's role in convention tests Obama
By Jim Rutenberg
Efforts to free the Democratic convention from business and lobbyist support have prompted
charges of hypocrisy from Republicans and grumbling among some Democrats.

The Washington Post: Ryan a top fundraiser in Congress
By T.W. Farnam and Jerry Markon
Rep. Paul Ryan has become one of the top fundraisers in Congress in recent years, drawing on a
growing national profile to amass more than $8 million for this year’s election through his
campaign and political committee.

Associated Press: Obama campaign opposing Ryan budget at state level
By Julie Pace
President Barack Obama's campaign is launching state-specific efforts to target elements of Paul
Ryan's austere budget proposals, expanding beyond its opposition to the Republican vice
presidential candidate's Medicare overhaul.

The Hill's E-news

Defense secretary: Iran is training local militias to fight Syrian rebels
By Carlo Muñoz 
Iran's elite Revolutionary Guard Corps are actively training and assisting local militias inside Syria
to fight alongside government troops that are waging a civil war against rebel forces looking to
oust embattled President Bashar Assad.

Dem lawmaker: TSA should suspend behavior detection program
By Keith Laing 
The Transportation Security Administration should suspend its behavior detection program because
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it allows for racial profiling at airport security, a Democrat on the House Homeland Security
Committee said Tuesday.

GOP: Obama's immigration plan will be among the 'most fraud-ridden' in history
By Pete Kasperowicz 
The top Republicans on the House and Senate Judiciary committees warned this week that
President Obama's plan to delay the deportation of illegal immigrants who came to the United
States as children will end up being one of the most fraud-ridden programs in the history of U.S.
immigration programs.

Appeals court okays warrantless tracking
By Brendan Sasso
A federal appeals court ruled on Tuesday that police do not need a warrant to track the location of
a suspect's phone.

Opinion: Ten reasons young people should come forward for deferred action
By Rep. Luis Gutierrez (D-Ill.)
The Romney campaign announced Tuesday that it would not allow press to cover Rep. Paul Ryan's
(R-Wis.) meeting with influential conservative political donor Sheldon Adelson Tuesday in Nevada,
despite regularly allowing press to cover fundraising events.

Romney ad says Obama took from Medicare 'to pay for ObamaCare'
By Justin Sink
Mitt Romney's campaign released a new television ad Tuesday blasting President Obama on
Medicare, the latest in a string of offensive maneuvers intended to inoculate the Republican ticket
on the issue after the addition of Paul Ryan as the vice presidential nominee.

Hecklers in Iowa disrupt Ryan’s first solo campaign event
By Justin Sink 
Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan share a presidential ticket, and now both share the distinction of being
heckled during an appearance at the Iowa State Fair.

Industry, GOP fear power grab by EPA in Alaska mine decision
By Zack Colman 
Industry groups and Republican lawmakers fear the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is
poised to set a new precedent in Alaska that could make it harder for companies to obtain mining
permits near sensitive habitats.

Murphy out with first general election ad, attacking West for Medicare cuts
By Alexandra Jaffe
Democratic nominee Patrick Murphy is out on Wednesday with a $160,000 ad buy, the first of the
general election campaign after both candidates easily won their parties' nominations on Tuesday
night, that attacks incumbent Rep. Allen West (R-Fla.) for voting "to end Medicare as we know it."
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House Dems to debate moderators: Don't focus on Bowles-Simpson
By Bernie Becker
A trio of House Democrats is urging moderators at this fall’s presidential debates to look beyond
the Bowles-Simpson deficit plan when they ask domestic policy questions.

Obama camp: Ryan's Medicare plan a 'game changer' in Florida
By Elise Viebeck
SPresident Obama's campaign says vice presidential candidate Paul Ryan's Medicare plan is a
"game changer" in the battle for Florida's 29 electoral votes.
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The people Verses the GOP

A letter of Opinion by Roger Warren March 29, 2011

I have so much I want to discuss with you. It frustrates me almost to the point of surrender that our GOP
leadership in the US Congress are a bunch of Lilly Livered Cowards. Why do I sat this? let us see.........

John Boehner 8th Dist. Ohio: Just can't bring himself to break the House Rule allowing no changes in a Budget
Resolution to temporarily fund the Government. He gives that, as a reason to do nothing about suspending
Obamacare funding and not make a 100 Billion dollar cut in the budget. I am beginning to wonder how he will
find a way to NOT present the two mandates the 2010 voter gave Congress. Those Mandates are: Defund
Obamacare and cut the budget a significant amount (starting at One Trillion dollars). Which brings us to:

Our Governor, Mary Fallin, whom I admire for her accomplishments and support 99%. That 1% is a dozy-a little
ole donation by the Federal Government of 54.5 million dollars to establish an Oklahoma Health Care Exchange
(information exchanged about YOU) which is a super crummy thing to do to you, because you will have no privacy
left. Even if Obamacare is never shouldered onto the backs of our poor bankrupt Government, the ability to access
any and all information about you would still remain available to anyone with a computer. We tell our girls don't
be naked on facebook and we are going to allow any sorry person that wants it, every detail of our sordid
existence. The Government CANNOT understand why we want our privacy. If they know every detail of our lives,
then they can Control our lives (which is the dream of Obama). Why do you poor fools resist Control by Obama?
He just does not understand your resistance.

Kirk Humphreys thinks I am Nuts. He was on Flashpoint TV show when he said this. According to him, since I
question the wisdom of the Health Care Exchange, I am a Conservative Nut. Mr. Humphreys, I may be a Nut but I
still question that taking the Obamacare money is a wise thing. I worked for Uncle Sam 34 years. If I take 10
cents of taxpayer money, there is a one dollar string attached. I know. I used to find ways to tie that string. I
know the folks saw Billions of dollars of Stimulus money just disappear into thin air. It made them very suspicious
and absolutely mistrustful of Obamacare. Obamacare is a hundred times worse than the Stimulus. They believe,
Mr. Humphreys, that all of the money will be wasted. I defy you to account for more than one fifth of the stimulus
money. That is where the Obamacare money will go too. Don't you realize these people in the White House are
thieves?

If my neighbor steals 100 dollars from my bank, do I get to steal 25 dollars? We are not SAD people. I think our
good Governor is of the opinion, that Congress will never defund Obamacare or will make the drastic, but
necessary, cuts to the National Budget. She may be right. My experience with Uncle Sam leads me to conclude the
story of the Camel and the tent is a simile of the Federal government. Which brings me to...................

Senators Coburn and Inhofe and Representative Cole. Also people of whom, I mostly admire. Again that little I
don't admire is a dozy. Senator Dr. Coburn is not adverse to a bailout. He supported the 2008 bailout as did
Representative Tom Cole. The two and Bailout voter Mary Fallin insulted the Oklahoma Republicans at the 2009
GOP Convention. I was embarrassed for them. I was ashamed of the Oklahoma Republicans for not telling them,
“Don't lie to us and treat us like idiots”. I am no different than anyone else. I just sat there and contained my
embarrassment and shame (of me for not speaking up). And then we sent them back to Congress and to the
Governors Office.

Senator Inhofe did NOT support the Bailout but loves Earmarks. He did not attend the 2009 GOP Convention. I
believe he thinks this: If he doesn't make sure Oklahoma gets their share, some other State will. Which is not a
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bad Philosophy if we had money. Unfortunately, our Country is Bankrupt......................................

What! You don't believe we are Bankrupt? I will tell you a story about paying bills. This is parable of our
Government which must borrow 40 cents of every dollar it spends. 60 cents of every dollar is committed to
Mandatory (Entitlements) spending for Social Programs, such as Social Security, Medicare and Food Stamps.
Defense requires an additional 25%. A total of 85 cents.

We paid bills this way in the 1970's. You deposited your weekly earnings in the bank. You have bills you received
through the mail or were per-mandated, such as a car payment. You wrote checks paying the bills but you did not
exceed what you had in your bank account and you left enough to live on. This was typical of most people.

Now we go crazy, Let's suppose you sit down, begin writing checks to pay your bills. 60 cents of every dollar you
pay is from your earnings. The remainder comes from Seaboard Finance Company and they loan you 40 cents of
every dollar you pay. You do not have any other sources of income except your job. One day it occurs to
Seaboard that you are paying them with money you are borrowing from Seaboard.....Except
that...............................

Every body in the world has been doing this. The only reason Seaboard has money is because everybody in the
world has been paying them with money BORROWED FROM SEABOARD. When does Seaboard say “I am calling
the note”? They did and it was yesterday.

Question: Are we Bankrupt? My answer is yes. Obama says no, because Seaboard will give us more money.
Boehner says if we stop borrowing from Seaboard, “The voters and the media will say bad things about me and
my gang if we stop borrowing”. Maybe Coburn, Inhofe, Cole and Fallin are right. Rape the treasury while you can
and the devil take the hindmost. The GOP is scared of their own shadow except some remarkable people that are
despised by the Republicans because they are saying “Don't borrow any more from Seaboard. Let us begin paying
our bills”. Which brings us to.....................................

Jeb Bush (aka Jebby boy): Jeb shares Kirk Humphreys fine opinion of me. I can't speak for you. My friends,
according to Jebby boy, I am STUPID! I heard him say that with my own outsized ears. I heard it on the radio,
but I still heard it. Why do I bring Jebby boy into the discussion? Because it seems most of the Future Republican
Presidential Candidates, that went to Iowa last week, are consulting him on what to do next. I can';t imagine the
advice he is giving them. Uh oh! OMG, LOL, Great shades of SADs! Ha, got you on the SADs thing did I not? Ok, I
confess. I made it it up. S means stupid. A means gluteus maximus. D means Democrats. I prefer Nit wit because
it is more polite.......................

Coburn-Inhofe-Cole-Fallin-Boehner, listen to me. The people out here are not Stupid. Grow a spine. That is all we
voters ask. I am happy that Coburn is taking on the Ethanol Industry. Ethanol is such a ripoff, only a SAD person
could have dreamed it into existence. Once we don't have plain old gasoline available, we must quit using our
lawn equipment. Ethanol destroys their Aluminum carburetors. Inhofe, you could be the leader of the Senate if you
wanted it. Forget Earmarks (i.e. Pork ) and lead the Budget fight. Be a Statesman. That is what we pay you for
and you have the capabilities. Do you not realize the people out here are worried sick about the insane spending
and the unbridled theft of federal funds that goes on? Federal law enforcement is a thing of the past. The Obama
people steal with impunity. Cole, you are the Granddaddy of the House. If you don't have the heart for a fight to
control our Budget, quit! You start raising billy blue hell and Boehner will listen to you. So what do you believe? If
you can't lead the fight, step aside and let somebody in there that will. Fallin, there was a lot of people who
supported Brogdan against you. Here is why. They were afraid you would not stand and spit in the eye of the
Tiger. Well, the day is here and the Tiger is in front of you. Spit in its eye. It is not to late. Once you take that
54.5, Obama owns you. You know it just as I do.

Boehner. Grow a spine. Representative Bachmann or Sarah Palin will show you the way if you ask. Maybe Tom
Cole is ready to start the Budget Control battle.



Any way, now that I have angered everybody, I will move on to a new subject. If I have a friend left, would both
of you email me? I have a letter from a typical voter in my possession. I will send it with this letter. The letter is
real but I will not give the writers name. Not ever, to anyone. That is the deal I make with every one that sends
me information. I am going to be forwarding you stuff all week. I have a letter from the OK GOP that needs to be
sent. I have a letter from Americans for prosperity that needs to be sent. I have commentaries on various subjects
that I wish to send. They are just great............

Incidentally, speaking of Mrs. Barresi, the new State Schools Superintendent, isn't she great? She may be the best
thing that has happened to Oklahoma education in the last 100 years.

To unsubscribe, send me an email.

**********************************************************************************************

Senator John Cornyn

Chairman – National Republican Senatorial Committee

Ronald Reagan Republican Center

425 Second Street NE

P.O. Box 96028

Washington, DC 20077-7467

CC: Senator Tom Coburn and Senator Jim Inhofe

Dear Senator/Chairman Cornyn:

I received your letter and membership record verification form asking for me to renew my membership and make
a donation to NRSC. I felt compelled to write you and explain my feelings and why I am not renewing at this time.
My wife and I have been more political in these past few years than any other time in our lives. We are both in
our late 50’s and face each day with shock, horror and disbelief in what our nation has become. Prior to the
November elections, we donated money to Republican candidates that we supported and we prayed for an
overwhelming victory at the ballot box. Fortunately, we got that victory in the House, but not the Senate. I write
Senators Coburn and Inhofe on a regular basis and both are very good about responding to my concerns.
However, I am disappointed in the Republicans, in general, by their lack of aggressiveness in attacking
Obamacare, the deficit, wasteful spending and, more importantly, illegal immigration.

I am not alone in my concerns with the Republican Party. The majority of us working, voting taxpayers are fed up
with what is going on in Washington. There seems to be too many of the “old guard” Republicans who are
somewhat “progressive” in their thinking and their politics. “Republicans in name only” (RINO) I believe they call
them. By their actions, or lack thereof, they appear to the average voter to be reverting back to the status quo of
Washington politics. They want to compromise with the Democrats, who are singularly responsible for the ungodly
deficit that we now find ourselves in. It appears that they want to compromise, or “reach across the aisle”, so
they can be admitted to “the club”. The club is the northeastern “elitists” who feel that they need to think for us
and lead us, the “unwashed masses”, because we’re just too stupid to know what is best for us and our country.
They are more worried about jeopardizing their reelection than making the tough decisions that will put our
country back on the right path.

Governors Scott Walker and Chris Christie are both shining examples of the type of aggressive, “don’t care what
the Left or anyone else thinks”, attitude that we hunger for. We want federal spending cut, cut now, and
dramatically. The few billion in cuts that we hear about is just laughable. We expect to see whole departments
eliminated or to have their budgets dramatically cut. We can do without the Department of Education. It’s a joke.
We spend more now than ever and our kids are less educated than ever before. Put it back at the State level. We



can also do without the Department of Energy. I see no tangible benefits that it has brought us, such as a viable
energy policy other than “don’t drill domestically”. Ridiculous! Eliminate collective bargaining from ALL government
worker unions. They should not have been allowed to unionize in the first place. We’re tired of carrying the burden
of their exorbitant salaries and pension plans on our backs. We can no longer afford it, but evidently no one has
the guts to stand up to them. I guess we just keep paying them what they want until the entire system crashes
and then no one will have any pensions or benefits – period!

I could go on and on and list gripe after gripe, and I’m sure you have talking points for all of them. I will just say
that, until I see significant change in the way the Republicans in the House and Senate conduct the people’s
business, I’,m keeping my money. I will continue to support Senators Coburn and Inhofe, but I will not contribute
to some general fund for you to reelect many of the RINOs that are causing or contributing to the problems. I
would encourage you and the rest of the Republican leadership to “thin the heard” and start paying attention to
their Libertarian and Tea Party colleagues. They will be the next major political party if you don’t.

Respectfully

See Ya!
Roger
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Friend,

Did you see what the President tweeted yesterday? The man who decries the lack of
civility in the name of protecting his daughters' futures tweeted this in response to the
Supreme Court's decision: "@Barack Obama: Still a BFD" and offered an equally vulgar
and offensive T-Shirt in return for a campaign donation.

Shortly after the decision, the Executive Director of the Democratic National
Committee joined the President's distasteful display, tweeting "it's constitutional.
B*tches." This—from the so-called party of women? Is this the example the President
sets for his daughters? Is this civility?

It's time for a change, and the pundits and political experts all agree—the power to
repeal Obamacare is in your hands, and in the hands of those you vote to send to the
next Congress.

It's now up to those in Congress to repeal and replace this crushing law and the largest
tax increase in our country's history. We know the conservative women we support will
be difference-makers equipped to stop Obamacare, and we need your help getting
them to Congress.

As conservatives, it may shock many in our own
movement to hear us agree with the left: yes,
there is a war—and yes, women are involved.
But women are not the victims, as the left

mailto:She_PAC@secureixs.com
mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov
http://link.ixs1.net/s/lt?id=o12772196&si=w541780123&pc=82001&ei=32635094&b=y


would have you believe.

In fact, it was women who fired the first shots
heard across America against crushing
Obamacare. Our "Moms Against Mandates,"
"Mama Grizzlies," and "Nurses Against Nanny
States" fight everyday on the frontlines against
Obama's "fundamental transformation" of
America.

Governor Sarah Palin was the first to
recognize Obamacare's dangers; she warned of
"death panels" in the legislation as early as
August 2009. In 2012, Congress recognized and
finally acted on Palin's warnings. Republicans and Democrats joined together to strip
the "Independent Payment Advisory Boards" from Obamacare—delivering what the
media called a "political blow" to President Obama.

The morning after Obamacare passed, Congresswoman Michele Bachmann stood in
front of Congress to introduce legislation repealing Obama's plans for socialized
healthcare and stated her intent: to "make sure Obamacare is completely repealed."

He may not know it, but President Barack Obama has woken a nation of slumbering
Mama Grizzlies from hibernation. With the flourish of his pen stroke, he made good on
his promise of a "fundamental transformation," and forced socialized health care on
millions of Americans and their families.

Show President Obama that we won't stand for his intrusive legislation by
helping us send more conservative women to Congress who will repeal and
replace Obamacare with a generous donation of $25, $50, $100, or
whatever you can give today!

Nurses Diane Black, Rennee Ellmers and Anne Marie Buerkle refused to let Obama
push their families around. These women took matters into their own hands by deciding
to run for Congress in 2010, and they defeated their opponents in Democratic districts.
These nurses know first hand the dangers of taking control away from health care
professionals so that it can be handed over to Washington bureaucrats. These three
joined with other moms, advocates, and women in the House to stand firm against
Obamacare.

And they are joined by new candidates for Congress, like Lisa Wilson-Foley. Lisa
attended our DC Kickoff event this past week. She's not a politician-instead, this mother

http://link.ixs1.net/s/lt?id=715160840&si=w541780123&pc=i2002&ei=32635094&b=y
http://link.ixs1.net/s/lt?id=715160840&si=w541780123&pc=92003&ei=32635094&b=y
http://link.ixs1.net/s/lt?id=715160840&si=w541780123&pc=92003&ei=32635094&b=y


of four is a successful business woman and health care professional who knows that
Obamacare hurts small business and poses risks to the quality of our health care. She is
running on a platform to repeal and replace this legislation with solutions that make
sense for all Americans. We need Lisa and more like her in Congress.

GOP Women on the Hill, led by Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, reminded us why women
oppose this law: "Women make 85 percent of the health-care decisions in this country.
They also represent the vast majority of health-care professionals. And they don't like
the idea of the federal government coming in and making the decisions they typically
make-for themselves, for their families, and for their patients."

If you agree with great conservative women like Governor Sarah Palin and
Represetatives Michele Bachmann and Cathy McMorris Rodgers, then please
help us send more of them to Washington with a generous donation
today!

Women are the leaders of the fight to stop Obamacae, and soon with your generous
support, we'll send more to Congress to help. This battle is not over. The fight will be
led by awakened, unified, conservative women. And yes, they will fight like girls. We'll
see you in November, Mr. President. This war is not ON women, this is war BY women.

Sincerely,

Teri Christoph, Co-Chair 
Suzanne Haik Terrell, Co-Chair

     
Donate Button
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Should Governments Invest in Video Technology? 

Many government agencies already post video content to their official websites, but is specialized

technology needed?
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The Lone Star State’s mobile-specific website is generating a larger online user base for government
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Malware on the Rise Across Multiple Devices and Platforms in 2012 (Report) 

McAfee report discloses trends in smartphone threats, spam and cybercrime. 

What Could Happen to Health Insurance Exchange Grants 

If the Supreme Court overturns the Affordable Care Act, states still might use some of $1 billion in federal
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New Website a One-Stop Shop for Colorado Data

Colorado Information Marketplace links public data across the state’s agencies and gives users more

options for accessing and viewing the data.

‘Open Tucson’ to Drive Better Decisions

First data sets expected online by the end of 2012.
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Utah's former CIO Steve Fletcher says cybersecurity is everyone's job.
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From: Julie Wilson
To: Governor Info
Subject: To Gov Fallin!
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 8:53:50 AM

Thank you governor Fallin for your decision to continue the legal challenge to Obamacare and to not
expand Medicaid or create the state based exchange.  As a physical therapist for 39 years, I have grave
concerns over full implementation of the law and its detrimental effects on our US Heath care system. 
Keep up the greats work to challenge the over reaching arms of the federal government and hold tight
to our state rights!!

Respectfully,

Julie Wilson, PT

Sent from my iPad

mailto:OUislandjules@cox.net
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From: Julie Wilson
To: Governor Info
Subject: to Gov Fallin
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 6:12:11 PM

Gov Fallin,
 
Please do not accept federal monies from ObamaCare or the stimulus.  We MUST hold the feds
accountable for overspending.  Accepting these borrowed federal funds makes us guilty of doing the
very thing we mandated they NOT do.  Please keep your campaign promise to govern as a
conservative.  Do not accept borrowed money!!  The power of the Fed government MUST be limited
and downsized!!
 
Julia Wilson
Tulsa

mailto:ouislandjules@cox.net
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From: Carter, Sally
To: Jacque Hensley
Subject: Tribal Concerns Re: ACA
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 10:09:05 AM

Hello Jacque:

As requested by phone yesterday, Oklahoma tribal nations want to provide meaningful input into any
decisions that are made in Oklahoma regarding the ACA, especially because they are directly impacted
by the outcome of decisions made.

They are wanting a Medicaid waiver to be more inclusive of their people.

Tribes and Tribal Organizations have expressed that they should be engaged to resolve issues related to
the following topics:

Any decisions made regarding health insurance exchanges.

Network Adequacy – requiring all QHPs to offer contracts to all I/T/U providers with an Indian
Addendum.

Essential Health Benefits –reviewing the scope and duration of services and providers covered, and
offering pediatric oral and vision services in the QHP versus a separate plan.

Eligibility – identification of individuals who are eligible for special protections and provisions as AI/AN in
the eligibility process and at the provider level to assure that deductibles and co-pays are waived.
Utilization of existing databases or development of new databases to expedite eligibility determinations.
Identifying how additional documentation will be requested and reviewed and eligibility determinations
will be made when individuals are not included in approved data systems.

Enrollment – enrollment processes must accommodate not only special provision for AI/AN in Exchanges
(monthly enrollment, waiver of cost sharing, exclusion of certain sources of income), but also in
Medicaid, Medicaid Expansion, Child Health Insurance Programs, and Basic Health Plans, if there are any
in the State.

Enrollment Assistance - carve outs for navigator contracts for the I/T/Us and other enrollment assistance
funding, such as Medicaid Administrative Match (MAM).

Tribal Sponsorship – allow aggregate payment of premiums and other policies to encourage Tribal
sponsorship of individuals to enroll in Exchange plans.

Outreach and Education – provide outreach and education that is culturally appropriate and assures that
AI/AN know which QHPs have I/T/U providers in their networks and informs them of the special
protections and provisions for AI/AN.

Call Centers – decide whether it is most appropriate to have an Indian desk to handle questions and
resolve problems regarding AI/AN and I/T/Us, or whether everyone who works at a call center should
receive training about Tribes in the State, the Indian health care delivery system and special provisions
in the law, regulations and systems for AI/AN.

Website – ensure that the design of the website includes information specific to AI/AN and the I/T/U
and is easy to access by consumers, as well as those assisting with enrollment.

Waiver of Penalties for AI/AN without Insurance -- develop the system to assure that individuals are not
penalized and to communicate who is covered by this provision in the law.

Enforcement of Section 206 of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (IHCIA) -- assure that the
I/T/U is paid in a sufficient and timely way for services delivered to individuals who are enrolled in QHPs

mailto:SallyC@health.ok.gov
mailto:Jacque.Hensley@gov.ok.gov


if the I/T/U is not a network provider.

Reimbursements for Waived Cost Sharing --process to assure that the I/T/U receives payment for the
co-pays and deductibles that are waived for AI/AN.

Referrals through Contract Health Services (CHS) --rules and processes to assure that AI/AN who are
enrolled in a QHP and referred through an I/T/U CHS program are not charged a co-pay or deductible
for services they receive outside the I/T/U.

Let me know if you have any questions or need more information.

Best Regards, Sally

OSDH Tribal Liaison
Sally Carter, MSW, LCSW
Tribal Liaison
Oklahoma State Department of Health



From:
Subject: Two huge breakthrus for the "Madison Initiative" to empower states!
Date: Saturday, December 01, 2012 11:11:07 AM

#1. On Thursday, Nov. 29 the Federalism Task Force of ALEC, the conservative, free market association
of state legislators UNANIMOUSLY endorsed a "no runaway convention" law similar to the one passed
by the NH legislature in 2012. 

This is a huge step forward for our strategy of passing such laws to empower the states and protect the
Constitution!

#2 We now have an offer from the "Advance Arkansas Institute" to MATCH 50 PERCENT OF ANY
DONATION we receive from an individual or business by December 6th! 

The contribution is TAX DEDUCTIBLE  and can be used to help to educate legislators about our
strategy. 
Advance Arkansas is the official Arkansas  affiliate of the State Policy Network, a national network of
free market think tanks.

 #3 We now have just days to line up legislative sponsors in all 30 of our target states before legislative
sessions begin in January.

This includes 27 states with both GOP state legislative majorities and GOP Governors or the ability to
override a Governor's veto.  These 27 states alone have a majority of the U.S. population.  We have
identified potential sponsors in a more than a dozen states but there is much work to do.

#4 We are also working with leaders in the U.S. House of Representatives on the idea of placing in the
Rules package that will be adopted in January, 2013 a MADISON RULE that recognizes the authority of
STATES under Article V and the 10th Amendment to limit the scope of a Convention they call for. 
Adoption of such a rule to prevent a runaway convention would be powerful statement in support of
protecting the Constitution and empowering states.

NOW is a critical time for action for our effort to restore a balance of state and federal power and
protect our Constitution.  Many state legislative sessions  are short, and some don't meet at all in 2014.
And the House won't vote on a Rules package again until 2015.

There are FIVE things you can do to help right now

#1 MAKE  A DONATION BY THURS DEC. 6!

Consider making or asking someone you know for a tax deductible contribution to "Advance Arkansas"
by Thursday December 6th so our educational effort can receive 150 percent of that amount in
matching funds.  You may make a donation of any amount from $25 to $25,000 or more! For
information on how  to send or wire a donation, email or call us.
 
#2 CONTACT A STATE LEGISLATOR OR MEMBER OF CONGRESS!

If you know a state legislator anywhere in America who might be interested in sponsoring or co-
sponsoring a "Madison Law" to prevent a no runaway convention and empower the states to force
Congress to propose an amendment, such as a balanced budget amendment, without the need for a
Convention, let us know. 

We can send you a list of the states where we need the most help.

If you can contact a Member of Congress or staff who would like to learn about the MADISON RULE, let
us know and we can send you more information.

#3 VOLUNTEER SOME TIME NOW!



Of course we are all busy with the Holidays, but if we don't have sponsors and supporters in 27 states
by the beginning of  2013 legislative sessions that begin in January, the opportunity won't come again
for TWO YEARS.  We can't afford to wait.

You could help us contact pro-limited government group leaders, opinion leaders, youth leaders,
legislators, and staff  in key states by phone or by email.  There is also research and much other work
to do.

#4 REACH OUT TO OTHER POTENTIAL ENDORSERS AND SUPPORTERS

Even if you have no time, you can pass this email on to others you know, especially to those whose
public support you think would be helpful to our effort.

We are asking opinion leaders to ENDORSE the passage of a Madison State Law and the "Madison
Initiative" effort to empower states and protect our Constitution.

-----------------------------------------------------

THE MADISON INITIATIVE:

The Madison Initiative is a four part strategy to protect our Constitution from a runaway convention and
restore a balance of state and federal power.

#1 Passage of "Madison" state laws in a majority of states with a majority to strictly limit the authority
of delegates to any article V convention, and to immediately replace and subsequently punish "faithless"
delegates who violate the law and their pledge to obey it.

#2 Eventual adoption of "Madison" state constitutional amendments in at least 13 states to bar
consideration in that state of any amendment from a convention that the states who called for the
convention did not authorize the convention to consider.

#3 Adoption of a House "Madison" Rule to bar floor consideration of any measure to refer to the states
for ratification, any Amendment from an Article V Convention that the states who called for the
Convention did not authorize the Convention to consider.

#4 Securing a "Madison" pledge by at least 41, and eventually 51 U.S. Senators to protect our
constitution from a runaway convention and to empower the states by opposing floor consideration of
any measure to refer to the states for ratification, any Amendment from an Article V Convention that
the states who called for the Convention did not authorize the Convention to consider.
----------------------------------------------------

We call this effort which has both an educational and advocacy component the 'Madison Initiative'
because James Madison believed the states had the same power as Congress to propose a specific
Amendment to our Constitution when he said in Federalist #43:

"It (the Constitution) equally enables the general and the State governments to originate the
amendment of errors, as they may be pointed out by the experience on one side or the other"

If states understand that  they can safely limit a convention they call for to an up or down vote on a
single amendment, 2/3 of the states can force Congress to propose an specific Amendment those states
want WITHOUT the need to convene a Convention.

Congress fears a Convention more powerful than Congress, and has always in American history chosen
to propose an Amendment states want rather than call a Convention.

If Congress and the states understand that 2/3 of the states can force Congress to propose an
Amendment those states want, the entire balance of state and federal power has shifted and a path is
open to new state-initiated limits on federal power.



While getting 34 states to agree on a specific amendment will never be easy here are some of the
possibilities:

#1. A BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT or other some constitutional restriction on federal borrowing,
spending or taxing.

#2. A ban on UNFUNDED FEDERAL MANDATES on states.

#3. A constitutional requirement that major FEDERAL REGULATIONS be approved by Congress,

#4. Deny Congress the power to tax persons for failure to make a purchase, thus REVERSING the
recent decision of the U.S. Supreme Court on "OBAMACARE".

100 years ago the passage of the 16th and 17th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution began the
acceleration of the growth of Federal power.  In 2013, the passage of STATE laws in a the states with
pro-limited government majorities could help to rein in the growth of Washington's power and put
America back on a course towards more limited government.

But we need your help now!

Please donate or offer to help right away.
We must have our state sponsors in place by January and the House Rule's package will be finalized in
December.

We simply can't afford to miss these unique opportunities.

Thank you!

Roman Buhler
National Director
The Madison Coalition
202 255 5000
Rbuhler@MadisonCoalition.Org

P.S. Everyone is asking, now that the election is over, "What do we do now?" The answer, as I told
Arthur Brooks from AEI yesterday, is we EMPOWER THE STATES! 

The fight for free markets, limited government, and reining in Washington must be fought in every state
legislature where we have a chance to win, not just inside the beltway!

Help us now to empower the states to rein in Washington. Please do what you can to help.
 

Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry



From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: UN Gun Treaty
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 2:22:56 PM

James Pogue

Idabel, OK 74745-4631

July 13, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Dear Governor Fallin

Please tell Rep. Boren thanys for voting to repeal Obamacare.  Also, do
whatever you can to stop the UN Gun Treaty.

Sincerely,

James Pogue



PPACA/ 
Health Care Exchange I 

Obamacare I 
Medicaid 

Undated 2012 
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p r otector a o f the Const itution~l righta o f t he ir ci tizen~ , and 
i 11 1. i:q>o :-:< ~ l. h <:m:-:c : I V( !:-: bc~l. 1-1<:<~11 l. lic:i r· ci l. i ;;.<:11:-: ;-:111d 1.1 1< : f t :dc:r·:"l l 

q o ve.r nment ; .:1;:; 'l'homc:t::i .Jeff E-r...:•on ::•.:1i d , " Wh12.n::•cie ver t he 9enerc:tl 
q o v c: r-IH1H!fl l. ;; :-::-;urm::-; IJI Hl< ! I cq;-i l. rnf powt:n-: . .. ;1 fllJ I ! i I i c;-i l. i Oil () r l.iH: ;-ic;I. i ~: 

thei ri9ht f ul remedy." l 'm co1.1nt i n9 o n yo1.1 t o !.ilJPPOK'l' t h e n1.1l l i f ic:.:1t i on 
of Obnrriac ;.,n: w i l.h i n I. he: Sl.:.,l. c~:-:, :-ind 1-1 '1t.t 1 Uw n::-il. ol l.lw <:ou nl. r·y, T 

will be w.:1 tchin9 your <:t<.:: t i o n ::i C>n thL.:( m,:1t ter c:l o::•ely. 'l'h c::1nk you . 

!.ii ncer 1?.ly, 



RF'.: TI.':-: T i HH ~ To NlJT.T,T F'Y Oba111;·H :;; r·c~ ! 

T ;;m wr· i I. i 11q l.o <:;;;pn: :-: .~; my :-:uppo d . I o r· <:v<:ry :=il. ;1!.<~ l.o NliT.T.T F'Y I.lie: 

" P.:1t i ent Prote c:ti on <:md Affo rd.:1ble Cz1r <:< Act ," o therwi::•e knc>Wn <:1:.:; 

"Ob;·Hn:-ic an:," by dnc l;-;r· iriq ii. l. o be: 1J rH ;o 11:-;l.il.ul. i on;; l ;;11d v oid w i l.hin 

t hat St~te ' ~ border~ ; ~nd to ar r e::;t any agent o f the federal 
q o v c: n 11n< :11 l. who ;; l. l.c111pl. :-: Lo e: 1\ I on:<: Ob;;m;;c;; n: w i I.hi 11 l. h ;; l. ::; I.;;!.<: . 

lJn<kr· l\r·l.ic l c: T, ::i<:< : l.io n:-; Hand 10 ol I. h e: lJ.::; . Co 11 :-: l.il.11l. i o11 , i n 

<::ombin...:1 t ion with Ame1)dment X, t he Americ zm peoplo?. ' ::; h e...:11 t h c:<:tr e <:tnd any 
I ;;w .~: r·<: I ;; l. i IHJ l.o i l. be: I o nq l.o I.he: i nd iv i du;1 I SI.;; l.<: . .-, ;.;nd I.he: p e:op in 

th8m:.:~elve::; , NOT to th.a fedeirz1l 9ov8rnment . Nowhere do.;i::i the U .~ . 

Cc>n::•tit ut ion enurner <:tte ,:, centr.~11 i;rovernment power o v.:.r he<:1lthc<:1re, and 
I. he : I c:di:r·;; r qov<:nunn11l. i :-: c:c:r·l. ;1 i11 I y q i vc:11 NO powc:r· 1.o I or·cn l\m<:r·i c:i-l r i:-: 

t o buy it. 'l'h.,;. f e d.;. r.::tl 9ovcirnment ' ;:1 ur1con::<t i t u t ion<:1 l d.e<terrnin...:lt i on 
l.h;1 I. 7\rn(: r· i c ;-in :-; m1J:-;I. pun;l;;~ :-:c! h<:;1 I l.hc:a n:; q o v c:nHm !nl.- n Jn O f ' ol.lwr·w i :-;c:, 

mu::;t be over t urne d, but it i ::i doubt fti l - - ev .;. r1 with c:1l l of t be hard 
<! I I or·t.:-: i 11 Co nq r'< !~:.~; - l.h;;l. i I. wi i I l><~ f tJ I I y n:v<: r·:-:c :d ;11. l.h<: 11;;1. i om'l 1 

level . 

Und.;.r Article V 1 , :j9c:t i o n 2 , ::;i nc8 Con·~1r e::<:J p<:1::;::;8d ...:1 l ...:M t hz1 t W4t::< not 
111;-id< : in p u1":-:w·rn<:<: ol l.h<: u. ;.; . Con :-: 1. i l. ul. i on , ;~nd :-;in <:< : UH: wor·dinq or 

thE< Con:::.titution i::< in f ,:ic:t "t o the (:ontrary," t he f.;t,:1t8::; c:tr e not 

bound l>y i l.. 1'h<: n : f () n: I 1. h<: SI.a 1.(: :-; MtJ!=i1' r IJ I I i I I I. II<: i r· r'( ) i e::-; ;1:-; 

protect orG o f the Co nsti tutio nal right ~ of t heir ci tize ns, a nd 
i11!.<:q>o:-:n l.twm:-;nl V<::-; l>1 :l.we:c: 11 l.!wi r· c:i l.i ;..-: c:11 :-i ;-;11d I.he lcdi:r·;1 I 

9ov8 r nment; <:1::~ 'l 'horna::; .J>?.ffe r:::;on ::::aid, "When::;o~ver the 9.;.ne.-.r<:1l 

qov<:1" nm<:11I. ;1:-:.~: u111<: .~; 1md<~ I 1.:q;1l.c:d pow<: r·:-: • . • ;; n u I I i I i cn l. i 011 o I I. he: Hcl. i :-i 

the ri9htful remedy. " l ' m c:ountin9 on you t o ~UPPO}{'l' th.;. nul lification 
o I Ol>;1 m;-ic;;; n: w i \.1 1 i r i l. hn ;; l. ;-i I. e: :-: , ;1 rid 1-1 i l. h t. ll <: n ~ :-: I. o I !. Ii c co u" l. t" y , T 

will be w.::1t c:hin9 y.:iur a c tion::• on thi::: n'!.-:ctt.:.r clo::::ely . 'l'hank you . 

!.iinc:erely, 

~teve O fe~theroton 

l:'orneroy, 1/JA 9 9317 



Co ver no r Ur.:1d lleru:y 

RF'. : T l. '.'"l 'T' i 111c! To NlJT.T,TFY Ol>;-im:-i<:n r·c: ! 

Dc!:-i" (~o v c~f ' IHH' Hc:r1r·y 1 

T ;1111 'vH' i l. i r1q l. o c~xpn~:-; .:-; rny :·rnpp<H "!. r or· CV (! l''Y ::; 1. ;-il.c ~ l.o N!JT .T.T F'Y l. hn 

" P.:iti"='nt Pro t ection .:ind Af f or d <'."lbl 8 C.:1r e Ac t ," o t be r wi s e known .:1:.."l 

" Ol>;-rn1:-i c:;-in: ," l>y dc:c l ;-i r· i11q i i. l. o bc: u 11co11:-ll.i t. ul.io11;.,1 and vo id w i l. h i 11 

t h.:lt ~t ate 1 :.:; bordt<r ::i; .:tnd t c1 -:irr'i-l::it .:lny .:ic;ren t o f t he feder.:11 
q o vc : r·nm< !lll. who ;-ll. l.c!mp l. ;<.; l.o (! II r o n:n Ob;-i rn;-i<:;-i n : w i I. II i fl Ui:-i l. !".il.a l.c:. 

U ndc: r· 7\d. ic l n T, Sc! •·: l. i on!-: 8 ;; rid 10 of l. hn ll . ::; . Co n ;<.;l. i l.1.11.i o n , i n 

cor<J:i i n.:it i on wi th Amendment X , the Aln<?r i c.:ln people ' .~< h E«:1l tbc .:1.re .:ind .::1ny 

l;-iw:-; n:l;-; \. i n q 1.o il. bc ~l o nq 1.o Llln indi v idu;-i l ~;t. ;-i l.c ::-: and UH~ f><!op l <: 

t h.:.m::ie l ve.s , NO'l' to t he f e d8.l:C:il governme n t . Nowhetr i:i dOEi::• t h e U . ~ . 

Cc1n:.:•t i t uti i:1ri emnner.::1 te .::1 cen t r .::il 9over nment p owe r ov e r he.:tlt h•::.:ir.;. , .:md 
l.tH ~ f c:dc:r·al q o vc! r·1111u: 11 t. i:-: c c:r·l. ;-i i n l y q i v (: fl NO p o w<: r· l.o Ion:<: l \ 11ic : r· i c ;-1 11:-; 

t o b uy it. 'l'he feder.:11 ·~rovernment ';;i unc:on.::iti t ut i on.::11 c\.~ terminc::rtion 

l. h :-! l. i\lnc: r· i c;-111.•; 1111;:-;I. fH;r·c:h a :-:c: h c ~a I l.IH:a r·c , q o v c:r·11111c 11 l.- nJ1 1 or· o l.l 1C! r·v1i ."in , 

muo t b e overt ur ned, t~t i t i s d oubt f ul - - ev e n wi t h .:ill o f the har d 
(! I I or·I. :-; i II Co nq n :;-;.<-; - l. h ;; l. i (. wi I I bn r IJ 11 y r'C !V C: r·:-;nd :; I. l.l lC! n;-i l. ion;-i I 

le.vel . 

Under Art i <; le Vl , ~ec: ti cin 2 , :.:•i nce Con9re::1::: p.:1:.:•::•ed ,:. lc:tW that wc:1::• no t 
mad<: i n f.>IH':-;u ;-l f\C(! o l I.he! u . ;.; . Co11;<.; l. i l.u l. i o11 , 0-l ll d .~:i n<:c I.tin 'v/() f'd inq of 

t he Co r1 .::•ti tL1t i on i :.:1 in f c:1c t " t <:> t he con t r c::i r y , " the :.i t c:tte::< .:1r8 not 
bmmd l>y i l.. 'T' IH:r·c! I o n : , l.IH: ::i i.HI.<:.'-: MU::;T I u I I i I I I.he: i r· n > I c::-i ;'l .'-; 

p r o t ec t or ::i o f the Const i tu t ion~l right~ o f t he i r c it i zen ::i , a rid 

i n l.cqio :-:<: l.h c: rn:-:(: I v< ::-i b c: l.wc! : n U 1< : i r· c. i !. i zc:n;<.: ;.;11d 1.IH! f <!de: r·;-; I 

go vernment; c:t::• 'l'bom,:1:J • .l e f f er:::o n ::ia id, " v-<h 1:<n ::ioevo;.r t he 9 •:mer<:1l 
q o v c: r·rnric11 t. ;-i :-: :-:1mic:-: u ndc: I n qa l.c !d p o w<: r·.•; • • . ;1 1111 I I i f i c::-! L i on o I I. he: ;;< ~l. r ,'-; 

t h~ .r i 9 ht f ul r E-rnedy . " l ' m countin9 on y o u t o ~UPPOK'f t h o?. n 1.1lli f i c:,::it ion 
o f Ob;~m;·H:a n : w i l.11i11 I.Im :-; l.;; l.c!:-J , a rtd wit.11 I.f l<! r·c~;<.; I, ol l.IH ! c o 1rn l. 1"y, T 

will b e w.:1t cbi nc~1 your c:ic t i o n ::1 on t hi :3 rr1at t.;. r c l o :J8ly. '1'h.:1nk you . 

N~pleo , NC 20 760 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Ida Reeder 

Canton, OH 44721 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports h ave highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will coUapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for yoUI State ! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
J dil 9leetl.eJt 

Ida Reeder 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Darrell Rylatt 

Lakewood, CO 80215 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to irnplemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

S incerely, 
'J)wtJtdl /Jlylatt 

D arrell Rylatt 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Edward Ruch 

Marshfield, WI 54449 

I waut to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse l'O implemenc the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Siucerel y, 
. &lwwul !Rudi 
Edward Ruch 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Judie Roth 

Morris, IL 60450 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware. recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own wei.gbt. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on tbis and I am personal.ly praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
J.udie 9'UJJ/i 

Judie Roth 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Betty Rosengren 

Parker, CO 80138 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for tbe citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news repo1ts have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in tbe sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally prnying for you! 

Sincerely, 
9.1etty .. 'JU.io eftfJJietl. 

Betty Rosengren 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

~ 
Waddell, AZ 85355 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

T he American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this tenible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincere!>' • 
.fi1Ula. 9lluµ:ut 

Linda Rhyan 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

lliliilii 
Snyder, TX 79549 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obarnacare health insusance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news 1eports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

ff enough Governors refuse to implemenc the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
9.~ifflJC 9lo1Wwlf.fl. 

Billye Robinson 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

John Ryerse 

Gainesville, GA 30508 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies bave been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare . 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you ! 

Sincerely, 
:J.ofut. 91.tptJt~ e. 

John Ryerse 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Eleanor De Boer 

LitUe Rock, IA 51243 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare bealth insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports bave highlighted 
the mnny job layoffs that companies hnve been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
lleaiuJ.J(, :De 9Joa 

Eleanor De Boer 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
2 12 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Daniel Draime 

Ocala, FL 34483 

I want to encournge you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under irs own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
;J)anief. ;J)'tailtie 

Daniel Draime 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
2 12 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

joe demali 

park ridge, IL 60068 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refus ing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have bighlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If e nough Governors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sh~cerely, A. 

1~d4mtafl 
joe demali 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma Cicy, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

FRANK A DEGANAHL 

Amelia Island, FL 320::14 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am persona Uy praying for you! 

Sincere~ •• • 
:; 9lwv .'JC a !t)fl.Ja.N ~n.e 

FRA!\TK A DEGANAHL 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Richard DeChard 

Portsmouth, NH 03801 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
9licAa1ul :J)eJ!fuvul 

Richard DeChard 



Hon. Mary Fal.lin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Herbert Kruse 

Columbus, OH 43209 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that componies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand aud refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you ! 

Sincerely. 
tll£Jtlield 3VlU6e 

Herbert Kruse 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

George Krauss 

Cheraw, SC 29520 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The Ame1foan people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
~Mffe .1{Ju;ut!J6 

George Krauss 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Jim Keller -San Antonio, TX 78210 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

While Washington is sworn to do It's job in defending the Constllutlonal principles upon which this Republlc was founded, when 

they fail, it is up to us to work on a local level to preserve our rights and freedoms. 

Obamacare essentially has created a monopoly for the criminal pharmaceutical cartel, which has delivered to the American 

people poisonous drug after poisonous drug . Some of us would rather choose what kind of medicine we give our families and 

we prefer alternatives lo standard health care. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will coUapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this. 

Sincerely, 
Jun J(dt(!J(, 

Jim Keller 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Mary Ann Kearney 

Torrance, CA 90503 

I want to encourage you co stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenc the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Arf.au1 ann .1<-et1;"UWJ 

Mary Ann Kearney 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Charles Jennings -Leeds , AL 35094 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

B e a hero for America and for you r State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
<!Jiwde6 :friutitUJ6 

Charles Jennings 



Hoo. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Rawley D Jones II 

Geneva, IN 46740 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports bave highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies bave been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
9lawi.etj- :i) J(J.ltej ~'I :J 

Rawley D Jones II 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Ed Johnson 

Graham, WA 98338 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your Stace by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors re!Use to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
&l J,81ut4' Oft 

Ed Johnson 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
2 12 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Go~th 

Carson City, NV 89701 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement au Obamacarc health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and ram personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
q~ :JwUJwbt.tA. 

Gordon Jungwirth 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Richard Palais 

Hernando Beach, FL 34607 

I want to encournge you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and [am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
[/licAa.'Ul 9'a.f.ai6 

Richard Palais 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Anthony Pogodzinski 

Minocqua, WI 54548 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, . 
(/Jtf/UJIU.f [f lU)t.uf,,zitUJ fU 

Anthony Pogodzinski 



Hou. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Loretta Perry 

Centennial, CO 80122 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you ou this and I am personally praying for you! 

S i.ncerely, 
,f.(J)idJ:a tPe11JUJ 

Loretta Perry 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
2 12 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

JOhn Procidano 

Lebanon, NH 03766 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacarc health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obarnacare. As I'm sme you're aware, recent news reports h ave highlighted 
tbe many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the sta te-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you ! 

Sincerely, 
J~P,n tfwcitlam.t. 

JOhn Procidano 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Dean Pray 

Peoria, AZ 85383 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health iusurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse co implement the state~Ievel insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
:bean .'f~l'J 

Dean Pray 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Daniel Page Sr 

Kihei, HI 96753 

I want to encournge you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse ro implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
:i)anid [J>ag.e SI(, 

Daniel Page Sr 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Glenna Palm 

Miramar Beach, FL 32550 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
imp lement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

ff enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamaca.re will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
<;&ma [l'abtt 

Glenna Palm 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Mlliillillolz 

Prosser, WA 99350 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare heal.th insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement bec~rnse of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your S tate! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
JJitauytett tBucfzfttJtz 

Margrett Buchholz 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

E F Bavis -Batavia, OH 45103 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obaroacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemem the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
f, g fJJao.i4 

EFBavis 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Carole Birong 

Kenosha, VVl 53143 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obarnacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

Tbe American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
~"lf,e 93iumg 

Carole Birong 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Doris Bigenho 

Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274 

I want to encourage you co stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacarc health insurance exchange. 

The Ame1ican people hate Obarnaca.re. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the mnny job layoffs that companies hove been forced to implement because of this tenible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line iu the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

Tbe American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
:J)OJU,J f/Ji-g~·tlw-

Doris Bigenho 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City. Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Helen Blake 

Stuart, FL 34996 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many j ob layoffs that compnnies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people a.re with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
~~· 3.1Wie 

Helen Blake 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Donovan Butter 

San Antonio, TX 78247 

I want to encourage you to s tand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terri.bl.e lnw. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obarnacare. 

The American people are with you o n this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
;J)cuuu.tan 9.lultcJt 

Donovan Butter 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor F allin: 

Suzanne Brandt 

Franklin, TN 37064 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your Stare by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible Law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenc the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
SWJ.aruie .'JYuuult 

Suzanne Brandt 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Jo Ann Baughman 

Philomath, OR 97370 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sw-e you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the st.ate-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obarnacare. 

The American people are with you on tbis and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
J,o. <Lui 9Jaugfu1tati 

Jo Ann Baughman 



Hou. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Coralie Baker 

Richmond, VA 23225 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
("A.Vtl:tf..ie fJ.)afwt 

Coralie Baker 



Hon. Mary FalLin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Okl.ahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Jane Bernson 

Everett, MA 02149 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse co implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will col.lapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Jmw 9Wut-0tJ.1·t 

Jane Bernson 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

R Vance Burnett 

Farmer City, IL 61842 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obarnacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

ff enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you ! 

Sincerely, 
9i 1Vmic.e 9.Ju,widt 

R Vance Burnett 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Thomas Brewer 

I want to encoUiage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare healtl1 insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news repo1ts have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to irnplemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obarnacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
g fuun.aJ tJJ'IA!.w.eJt. 

Thomas Brewer 



Hon. M.ary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma Cily, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

William Burt 

Lincoln, MA 01773 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your Seate b~1 refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the slate-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
UJiflialn. fBu,.tt 

William Burt 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Nancy Benninghoff 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91729 

I wallt to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
.Af ana;- .'J3eimi1tgfw..{J 

Nancy Benuinghoff 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Dawn Anderson 

Leeds, AL 35094 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
;})awn- lllide.~mi 

Dawn Anderson 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
2 12 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Barbara Alderfer 

Doylestown, PA 18901 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refus ing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news repo1ts have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Go vernors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you ! 

Sincerely, 
flkrJtliaJia (lf.ckJtf,e"' 

Barbara Alderfer 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
2 12 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Jenifer-Joan Lauren 

Lakebay, WA 98349 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The Ameri.can people hate Obarnacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports bave highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenc the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally prayfog for you ! 

Sincer~'X· 
J.e~t~ Jcmt l!atvt,ea 

Jenifer-Joan Lauren 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
2 12 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fall in: 

Marilee Newkirk -Warsaw, MO 85355 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
JJ{attif.e.e .N e1.CJ/1Wt,& 

Marilee Newkirk 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Loren Nelson 

seattle, WA 98115 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constituti.on and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news repoits have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenc the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare wiU collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
J!,(J}U!,fl, .N elJ Ott 

Loren Nelson 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Marvin Newell 

Ontario, OR 97914 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obarnacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
.1'Jtlawin .N eweil 

Marvin Newell 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
2 12 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Mary Nguyen 

Apex, NC 27511 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance excbanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

S tand firm for America and for your State! Draw a Line iu the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people support you on this, and I will pray for you to have the strength to carry this out! 

Sincerely, 
Af.a'tlJ .N gtuµJt 

Mary Nguyen 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Stephen Odrobina 

Colorado Springs, CO 80907 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hem for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincere!~ , 
Steptt~i, (!}d.JiofiUta 

Stephen Odrobina 



Hon. Mary Faltin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Karen Olson 

Heron Lake, MN 56137 

r want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will coll.apse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in tbe sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
J{atwi l9~o.n 

Karen Olson 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
2 12 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

liiililil 
Ada, Ml 49301 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
tnaltlf (!J de 

mary Oele 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Naniliiiillhoff 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91729 

Obamacare is a Trojan horse that is designed to unionize America's health care system. 

The violence perpetrated by the public sector union thugs in Michigan this month will spread to every 
state in the union if you do not oppose and defeat Obamacare. 

You should refuse to set up an Obamacare health exchange in your state in order to prevent this. 

Imagine a mother taking her child to the hospital and getting punched in the face by a union goon, 
because the doctors and nurses are on strike and demanding more money from cbe taxpayers. 

I believe that type of violence and coercion is coming to every state unless the Governors unite to oppose 
and defeat Obamacare. 

Do the right thing! Refuse to set up an Obamacare health exchange in your state! 

Sincerely, 
.N ana.1 9JewiifU}fl'4f, 

Nancy Benninghoff 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

James Schmidt 

Madisonville, LA 70447 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible Law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance e:icchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personal.ly praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Jamee Scfuttidt 

James Schmidt 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Matthew Saam 

Gurnee, IL 60031 

I want to encowage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs tbnt companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obarnacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
JUatJ.Pu.~w S<UUn 

Matthew Saam 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Lewis Sampson 

Richfield, MN 55423 

I want to encournge you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are wilb you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
J!ewi-J SantpcM 

Lewis Sampson 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Carrie Smith 

Herndon, VA 20170 

I want to encourage you to s tand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obarnacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible Law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obama.care will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

S incerely, 
<!AJutie Smitfi 

Carrie Smith 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

will iam stapp -dickinson, TX 77539 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this tenible Law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your S tate! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely. 
wiifiatn. ~tat'P 

william stapp 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Everett Scroggie Jr 

Galnesvltle, FL 32607 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obarnacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news rep01ts have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
~ Soatggie J1t 

Everett Scroggie Jr 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Don Storm 

Has1ings, MN 55033 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare heal.th insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware. recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible Law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
;J)lJ.lt SUuint 

Don Storm 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Carmel la Steen 

Farmington Hills, Ml 48334 

I want to encournge you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
&vunefla Steen 

Carmella Steen 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Shannen Sabounjian 

Germantown, MD 20874 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for yom State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Sftatuie.ti Salf.O.Uliji.an 

Shannen Sabounjia11 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

J Bruce Steigner 

Houma, LA 70364 

r want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job lnyoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible lllw. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
unde.r its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you ! 

Sincerely, 
J. 9Jrt.ure Steig.tU?Jt 

J Bmce Steigner 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

William Soyars 

Danville, VA 24541 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news repo1ts have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obarnacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

S incerely, 
Witlilun. S°'fll·~ 

William Soyars 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Erma Susedik 

Sarcoxie, MO 64862 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
&tma su~cdili 

Erma Susedik 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Pat Stephens 

Alpharetta , GA 30022p 

I want to encourage you to stand up for tbe Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been fo1·ced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insunuce exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
[fat SteplielM 

Pat Stephens 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Robert Schultz 

Sun City, AZ 85351 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news repo1ts have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

ff enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
fRolie-u Scfu,ltz 

Robert Schultz 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Charles Strain 

Rossville, GA 30741 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obarnacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of thls terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
~ StJta.in 

Charles Strain 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Judith Segale 

Buhl, ID 83316 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Jw:liM. Sega& 

Judith Segale 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

MANUEL SOUSA 

HAVANA, FL 32333 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are witb you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Ma..N'U.£1!. S<J'USa 

MA.i\1UEL SOUSA 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Ray & Judy Stemen 

Lancaster, OH 43130 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement be-0ause of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance excbanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely. 
[flay ~ :fauly S Wnt?lt 

Ray & Judy Stemen 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

RaMarie Swart 

Grove City, OH 43123 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenc the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Since1·ery, 
9laJJllaue. S wa;d 

RaMarie Swart 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City. Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Biliiilir 
Stephens City, VA 22655 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution aod for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
9Jelltf Sttapp 

Betty Snapp 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Frederick Wiegleb 

Arundel, ME 04046 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obarnacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
[J~ 'lVi~;f.eli 

Frederick Wiegleb 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 71305 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

jerry sandham 

kendall park, NJ 08624 

Please investigate whether Barack Hussein Obama is eligible to run for President of the United States 
from your state. 

And. if he is not, or if he refuses to prove that he is, eligible, please remove bis name from November's 
Presidential election ballot in your state. 

The U.S. Constitution is very clear on who may mn for, and serve as, President of the United States. 
And, to date, no one has conducted a complete investigation into whether Mr. Obama meets those 
qualifications . 

A recent, independent, Law enforcement investigation has determined that the birth certificate that Mr. 
Obama produced last year may be a forgery. It is also quite likely that. bis registration with the Selective 
Service System is a fraud as well. 

The American people need to know that che Constitution is being followed, and thar our elections are 
fair. 

Please, for che good of our nation, conduct your own investigation into this matter, and TAKE ACTION. 

Sincerely, 
jeJtJt.9. ~attdlu.f.1n 

jerry sandham 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

thomas wing 

eldson, TN 37731 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have higblighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
tluuna,j wing 

thomas wing 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Barbara Williamson 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obarnacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
9.kvtll.aJta (WiflianMo.n 

Barbara Williamson 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

sheila charmak 

tappan, NV 10983 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news repo1ts have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely. 
~fudfa cAatt11udi 

sheila cbarmak 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

James Crowder 

Mission, TX 78572 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
:Jamru &e-wde1t 

James Crowder 
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Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

JOHN CAMIOLO 

WATCHUNG, NJ 07069 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Since~/'· •• Ji9 ~'it.JV ef.lJK.'l (9 f!,(J 
JOHN CAMIOLO 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Robert Clarson -Wellsboro, PA 16901 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible Law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for yow State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
9lJte.'t-t eia'Ul<Ut 

Robert Clarson 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Barbara Cain 

Houston, TX 77025 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for yow State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
9Ja1t/.i.aN.a &itt 

Barbara Cain 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Margarita Colin 

Fairfax, CA 94930 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenc the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

S incerely, 
JKtvu,µvtita eatbi 

Margarita Colin 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Genevieve Childers 

Bonita, CA 91902 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obarnacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
(jenwiette elzi~ 

Genevieve Childers 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Ralph Busch 

Sandwich, IL 60548 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenc the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
!RaRpfi fJ.1u,.~cA 

Ralph Busch 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

V & N Bledsoe 

Mooresville, IN 46158 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for yom State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, (v &: .. N BJ~o.e 
V &N Bledsoe 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

SANDRA VALERIO 

TYLER, TX 75701 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news repo1ts have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

8 Sll<j9J,'Jla (V<l.et.'Jl!J (Q 
SAl\TDRA VALERIO 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Susan Thurwachter 

Scottsdale, AZ 85257 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obarnacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
SU6an.'l~ 

Susan Thurwacbter 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Ron Teed 

Wheaton, IL 60189 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
9l.o.ft .'l ud 

Ron Teed 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 l 05 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Robert Thiess 

Hagerstown, MD 21742 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of tbis terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance ex.changes, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
ffleited. [jftfc:)~ 

Robert Thiess 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 l 05 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Claire Twardosky 

Nashua, NH 03064 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State ! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
efaJJte fl Uta!t~~ 

Claire Twardosky 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

....... 
Sparks, NV 89436 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news repo1ts have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Jann9'lW1,l 

Jann Tilzey 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Arnold K. Tichian 

Altadena, CA 91001 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-Level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for yom State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
(wudd Jl flkAiatt 

Arnold K. Tichian 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

John Towers 

Plano, TX 75023 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obarnacare will collapse 
under its ow11 weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
J.olui. g (U(J.eJ{,6 

John Towers 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Tonita Tonne 

San Angelo, TX 76903 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

Tbe American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America aud for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

Tbe American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
g emit.a go.nae 

Tonita Tonne 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Ralph Clinard 

lll!!Rll 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job Layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governois refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
9W.pfz. elitUVtd 

Ralph Clinard 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

melvin cohen 

boynton beach, FL 33426 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
1m1tJit1. c.oAen 

melvin cohen 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Donald Hackbarth 

Brookfield, WI 53005 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obarnacare. 

The American people aJe with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
!iJlJ.ludil :RadYJ.a'tift 

Donald Hackbarth 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Martha Hoots -Deeth, NV 89823 

I want to encowage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
A·la"lfU:c. ~ 

Martha Hoots 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Sandra Howard 

Milford, OH 45150 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-Level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obarnacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sin,cerel'y, 
8atubta :lfuw.a'«l 

Sandra Howard 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 l 05 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Edwin Hug 

Lake City, FL 32025-1900 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constirution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the stare-Level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
&lad1t :Jlug 

Edwin Hug 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

~ 
~ 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible Law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and fm your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obarnacare. 

Tbe American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
e.Fvd~tine :lfutWJ 

Christine Haney 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Mar~gell 

Louisville, co 80027 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
./Mcvtifq.n. !Jlodg.cfl. 

Marilyn Hodgell 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

joseph hai nes sr -blackwood, NJ 08012 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your Seate by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
j6-0epfi ~ O't 

joseph haines sr 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Duane Hamblin 

Roy, UT 84067 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for yorn State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people aJe with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Since.rely, 
:bua.ne .1funlilfin 

Duane Hamblin 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

William Homolka 

Astoria, NV 11105 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
'UJiflUun. 3ttmu1.flui 

William Homolka 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

David Hoffman 

Greenville, TX 75402 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have bigblighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
:i)cwid .'Jfuf/i1UUt 

David Hoffman 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Lee Hargroder 

BATON ROUGE, LA 70809 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of yow· State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

Tbe American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of tbis terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

Tbe American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

SincereJ.x, 
.eee:1w~ 

Lee Hargroder 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma CHy. Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Don Gill 

Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48304 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
!i)rui <;ill 

Don Gill 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

James Green 

Heber City, UT 84032 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obarnacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Jmne6 (}!teett. 

James Green 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

WALTER GERHARDT 

FRANKFORT, IL 60423 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-Level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obarnacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
UJa:eg t:Sl- (jl1il:J«l9i:t)fl 

WALTER GERHARDT 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

James Gilliand 

Deatsville , AL 36022 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
1~ (}ifliluui 

James Gilliand 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Judith Gullicksen 

Mesa, AZ 85209 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs chat companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible Law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in tbe sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Juditfi. l}ulf~e1t 

Judith Gullicksen 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Mary Gae George 

Sandy, UT 84094 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Arfa~1 <Jae (}etvtge 

Mary Gae George 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Lisa Greenberg 

Houslon, TX 77063 

I want to encournge you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people bate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on tbis and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
£i~a <}1t.ce1·dieltg, 

Lisa Greenberg 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Rich Gramm -Bremen , IN 46506 

What an opportunity to be a Statesman in the bar,en desert! Look no further than lhe great decisions our Founding Fatherfs 

made and endured to give us this great heritage and YOU can be its perpetuating light. Please give thought and prayer toward 

wisdom in all your decisions, and may the Giver of Wisdom be your dearest friend. May God continue to prepare you and your 

team for the weight of each choice and the lasting effect thereof. 

God's richest Grace be with you. 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
9lidi (}!tam.111, 

Rich Gramm 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

June Fehlberg 

Quincy, IL 62305 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American peopl.e hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Jwre [Jell~ 

June Fehlberg 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

D ear Governor Fallin: 

Nlcholas Fiala 

Brooklyn, NY 11209 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenc the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
JV J cfwi.ll/.) !Jitdlt 

Nicholas Fialo 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma Cily, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

lois fontana 

boston, MA 02116 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare, and RIGHTLY SO! As I'm sure you're aware, recent news 
reports have highlighted the many job layoffs tbat companies have been forced to implement because of 
this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a HERO for America and for YOUR ST A TE! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement 
Obamacare. 

The American people INCLUDING VOTERS OF YOUR STATE are with you on this and lam 
personally praying for you AND for America. 

Sincerely, 
f.cd6 fanlana 

lois fontana 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
~na!llJ fl-ltlvtnkJl 

Rozemary Fournier 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

James Fuqua 

Fulshear, TX 77441 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Jamu :Juqua 

James Fuqua 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

S~an 
Florham park, NJ 07932 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news Ieports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Sl«JV !JfiUUU.)CUt 

SEAN Flanagan 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Robert Friedberg 

Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news rep01ts have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law . 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 

9laliettt fJ'tie.dfie1lfJ 
Robert Friedberg 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Tod Fredericks 

Madison, WI 53726 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obarnacare. As rm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenc the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personalJy praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
g <Jd fj1~c/i6 

Tod Fredericks 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Wesley & Sonia Larson 

Byron, MN 55920 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you l 

Sincerely, 
'UJC4)tet/ £Sonia ~M 

Wesley & Sonia Larson 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Robbye Lytle 

Lancaster, OH 43130 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Si9'W~fylfu 
Robbye Lytle 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

pat langevi n 

conroe, TX 77384 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely. 
t>at f.angwin 

pat Langevin 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

H J Lindqvist 

Tiburon, CA 94920 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
tbe many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of tbis terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this. 

Sincernly, 
:it J. £indq1Ji,Jt 

H J Lindqvist 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Patricia Lynch 

Edwards, CO 81632 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
[f abtida .&1nd't 

Patricia Lynch 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Gary~tzger 

Malvern, OH 44644 

Obamacare is a Trojan horse that is designed to unionize America's health care system. 

The violence perpetrated by the public sector union thugs in Michigan this month will spread to every 
state in the union if you do not oppose and defeat Obamacare. 

You should refuse to set up an Obamacare health exchange in your state in order to prevent this. 

Imagine a mother taking her child to the hospital and getting punched in the face by a union goon, 
because the doctors and nurses are 011 strike and demanding more money from the taxpayers. 

I believe that type of violence and coercion is coming to every state unless the Governors unite to oppose 
and defeat Obamacare. 

Do the right thing! Refuse to set up an Obamacare health exchange in your state! 

Sincerely, 
<}m«J d. Sfwuty.. J11w~. 

Gary & Sherry Metzger 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Gary & Sherry Metzger 

Malvern, OH 44644 

Obamacare is a Trojan horse that is designed to unionize America's health care system. 

The violence perpetrated by the public sector union thugs in Michigan this month will spread to every 
state in the union if you do not oppose and defeat Obamacare. 

You should refuse to set up an Obamacare health exchange in your state in order to prevent this. 

Imagine a mother taking her child to the hospital and getting punched in the face by a union goon, 
because the doctors and nurses are on strike and demanding more money from the taxpayers. 

I believe that type of violence and coercion is coming to every state unless the Governors unite to oppose 
and defeat Obamacare. 

Do the right thing! Refuse to set up an Obamacare healili exchange in your state! 

Sincerely, 
~· ~ SfwvtlJ Atetzge-". 

Gary & Sherry Metzger 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Betty Eitelman 

Abilene, TX 79602 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sin.cerely, 
9.lell!f liidlmui 

Betty Eitelman 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Eugene Mouncer -Satsop, WA 98583 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
f.ug.ene Jlrl.o.tureeJt. 

Eugene Mouncer 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Thomas Mays 

Westchester, IL 60154 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible Law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
5fuuna-J .Mmµ 

Thomas Mays 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Ruth Mark 

Goshen, IN 46526 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

S i~£erely, 
[Rum M.cvta 

Ruth Mark 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma CHy, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Carmine Muratore 

Jupiter, FL 33477 

I want to encowage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enougb Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare . .. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
&vunineJl~ 

Carmine Muratore 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

DOUGLAS MAGNUSON 

PAYSON, AZB5541 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on chis and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
;D(!JU(jM.S .Ata(j.NUS (9 ~N 

DOUGLAS MAGNUSON 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Elissa McAlear 

Arvada, CO 80004 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
Eli6~a JM.dlWm 

Elissa McAlear 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Donna De Mey 

Sheboygan Falls, WI 53085 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governol'S refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
:l><.Uma !be ~1lie.t1 

Donna De Mey 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Johnita Martin 

Mertzon, TX 76941 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible low. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
J.olmita AtaJtJin 

J ohnita Martin 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma CHy, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

david moore 

greeneville, TN 37745 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

Tbe American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news repo1ts have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hern for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
dacid 1n.oatte 

david moore 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Shirley Mitchell 

Woodland Park, CO 80866 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenc the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Since1·e~~· 
SfWtu.y, JMitclull 

Shirley Mitchell 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Jean Molhoek 

Naples, FL 34119 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hace Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 

J~aa )M'-'fll~ 
Jean Molhoek 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Shirley Martin 

Vestavia Hills, AL 35226 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincere~{', 
SfWtu,g, .MaJttin 

Shirley Martin 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Lavonne McGee 

Santa Maria, CA 93454 

I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamacare health insurance exchange. 

The American people hate Obarnacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news reports have highlighted 
the many job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implemenr the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The American people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 

f!aV<'fflte JK~ 
LaVonne McGee 



Hon. Mary Fallin 
2 12 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73 l05 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Christine Mills 

Gilbert, AZ 85296 

I want to eocourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for the citizens of your State by refusing to 
implement an Obamac~ue health insurance ex.change. 

The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent news repo1ts have highlighted 
the m::my job layoffs that companies have been forced to implement because of this terrible law. 

If enough Governors refuse to implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse 
under its own weight. 

Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and refuse to implement Obamacare. 

The Ame1ican people are with you on this and I am personally praying for you! 

Sincerely, 
efvti.~tin.e .. 4~ 

Christine Mills 

,. 
J 
l 
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From: Jimbos
To: Governor Info
Subject: Union bs
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:13:14 PM

I am qery upset to hear that oklahoma want to secceed from the union .. in the past this would be a
call to arms.. I am a democrat by choice and proud to have made that choice based on the behavior of
the republican party.this secession b.s. is just another reason. We teach our children to be honerable in
sporting compitition but then your party acts like idiots wgen. You loose. Shame on you..for me to see
ghe news report that we want to secceed. Has made me mad as hell. I along with hundreds of
thousands like m_yself don't see obamacare as a loss but a chance to fix healthcsare but you clearly
don't plan to work towards making it a good thing ..I will donate all resources and rally as a performing
artist thousand s against the agenda of splitting this state any further.. we will. Se a democrat back in
power as soon as you vacate the job you choose not to do. Shame on you ..we are oklahome. Dems
and gop togather ..you need to remember that before you bite off more than you can chew.. obama
won. Get over it.  Make an effort to work as a bi partisan or get out of our capitol as you don't deserve
the title of govenor of this fine but confused state. I'm gonna go throw up now I used to think you
were a halfway decent person ..but as before many times in my life I was wrong. ..you are a sore looser
that can't play fair with others .. in school we called you bullies now I won't lower myself to call you
what we @all people like you now. We will not secceed we will not let you .. we fought for this union
and so many died before. Please don't. Destroy what we worked so hadt to achieve just because you
are a sore looser like most of your party.  

Sent from my LG phone

mailto:jimbospianorocks@yahoo.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov


From: Audrey Rockwell
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Jacque Hensley; Jana Staples; Jean Roupe; Jeffrey

Cartmell; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Madeline Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Michelle Waddell; Monica Houston; Rebecca Frazier; Scott Mason; Sean Rose; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright;
Travis Brauer; Wendy Gregory

Subject: Update on Open Records Requests
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 2:05:05 PM

Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and which ones you need
to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012
Correspondence re: 'Affordable Healthcare
Act', 'Obamacare', and 'Health Exchange' Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject 'Early
Innovator' federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
November 2012 All Emails Sent and
Received by GMF and Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
'Affordable Healthcare Act' Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=214994
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Chris.Bruehl@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Cindy.Harper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Craig.Perry@Gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Jacque.Hensley@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Jana.Staples@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Jean.Roupe@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Jeffrey.Cartmell@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Jeffrey.Cartmell@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Kandi.Batts@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Madeline.Mitchell@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Marcia.Crawford@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Maria.Maule@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Michelle.Waddell@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Monica.Houston@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Scott.Mason@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Sean.Rose@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Tammie.Wright@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Wendy.Gregory@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov


PPACA/ 
Health Care Exchange I 

Obamacare I 
Medicaid 

Undated 2011 



Keili McEwen 

To: 
Cc: Kaleb Bennett 
Subject: Federal Health Care Legislation 

Dear Mr. Dietz: 

I am responding to your request for more information about Governor Fallin's efforts concerning the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act, sometimes referred to as "Obama Care". 

Last November, Oklahomans overwhelmingly approved a ballot initiative stating that the federal government 
cannot force our private citizens to purchase health insurance. Governor Fallin agrees that a federal mandate 

is unconstitutional and wrong. Therefore, she and Attorney General Scott Pruitt added Oklahoma to the list of 
states that are now challenging the President's health care law in court. I have included below the text from a 
press release sent from our office regarding this legislation earlier this year. 

If we can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Keili McEwen 
Director of Public Affairs 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 

PRESS RELEASE TEXT: 

Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on Anniversary of 
Federal Health Care Law Passage 

OKLAHOMA CITY - Governor Mary Fallin issued the following statement today regarding the one year 
anniversary of the passage of the federal health care law. While in Congress, Fallin voted against the bill. 

She supports the national effo1t to repeal and replace the law with legislation as well as the legal effort to have 
the bill struck clown by the U.S. Supreme Court. Oklahoma is one of the many states that filed a legal challenge 
to the federal la\\'. 

Fallin's statement: 

"A year ago today, President Obama signed into law one of the most ill-conceived pieces of legislation 
to have ever come from Washington, D.C.: the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 'ObamaCare,' as it 
has come to be known, is both an assault on our constitutional libert ies and a burden on our already strnggling 
economy. 

"In Oklahoma, the law stands to impose approximately $441 million in unfunded mandates on our state 
government at a time vvhen we are already struggling to balance our budget and pull our economy out of a 



recession. And unlike the federal government, we can't print money or borrow it from China - those funds will 
come directly out of other government programs in Oklahoma. 

"I was proud to be one of the 65 percent of Oklahomans who voted for and helped to pass an 
amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution designed to block the 'individual mandate' contained within the 
federal health care law. As governor, I continue to offer my full support to our attorney general, who is leading 
our legal challenge against ObamaCare, as well as the national eff01t to repeal and replace the law." 

### 
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From: mailer@infusionmail.com on behalf of Lea Carawan
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Urgent Onsite Prayer this Sunday: A Mount Carmel Moment for America! Please read, wherever you are!
Date: Sunday, March 25, 2012 5:03:52 PM

Dear Friends:

Right now we are in one of the most important times in the history of our nation.  This weekend culminates a battle for the future of
our nation. It has been described by Pierre Bynum as a "Mount Carmel-style Prayer Confrontation" (Read 1 Kings 18:16-40). 

Though it has been clouded by political rhetoric and media misrepresentation, at stake is whether the government will be able to force
you to take actions that directly violates your constitutionally protected religious freedoms.

Please fast and pray that every attempt to transform America into a Godless nation will be defeated!

Friday: 140 Religious Freedom Rallies Scheduled to Protest HHS Mandate

Friday individuals gathered to "RALLY in defense of religious freedom and STAND UP against the Obama administration's HHS
mandate at federal buildings in cities across the country."  The mandate, first announced by the Department of Health and Human
Services in August of 2011, will require scores of religious employers to provide employees with health plans that cover abortion-
inducing drugs, contraceptives, and sterilization--services that directly contradict many of the employers'  religious beliefs.  The Becket
Fund hosted a rally in front of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services building from 12:00-1:00 PM.

Info about the religious freedom implications of the HHS mandate : http://ow.ly/9Q9UB

Details about the rally in Washington, DC and across the nation: http://standupforreligiousfreedom.com/

Yesterday: Atheist Rally on National Mall in Washington, DC

March 24th, from 10:00 AM-6:00 PM, thousands of people were expected to gather on the National Mall to attend the "Reason Rally,"
an event organized by many of the nation's largest secular and anti-faith organizations.  Event sponsors include the American
Atheists, the Secular Coalition for America, the Freedom From Religion Foundation, and the Military Association of Atheists and
Freethinkers.  Speakers will include Richard Dawkins; Herb Silverman, President of the American Atheists; Annie Laurie Gaylor, Co-
President of the Freedom From Religion Foundation; and Jessica Ahlquist, a high school student who recently succeeded in a lawsuit
that forced a Rhode Island public school to remove a prayer mural  that had hung for almost fifty years. 

More information about the event is available here: http://reasonrally.org. 

Today: Family Research Council Prayer Rally at Christ our Shepherd Church and the Supreme Court -  

Ask those in your network, wherever they may be, to be praying with us from now through the time that the Supreme Court will issue
its ruling, sometime in June, but especially Sunday, March 25th thru Wednesday, March 28th. This is the greatest prayer challenge
of its kind in our lifetime.

The Supreme Court will being hearings on Obama Care tomorrow.  Per Pierre Bynam -  Obamacare - The Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) - is binding law right now, to be implemented in stages. Rules are still being promulgated by the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and it will be fully implemented unless either  both Houses of Congress pass a bill
to repeal it and the President signs it into law, or the U.S. Supreme Court rules it unconstitutional.  

Blessings,

Lea Carawan
Executive Director

Lea Signature_NEW_3-18-10.jpg
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From: oklahomaUnderground
To: ALEXJONESTALKRADIO; Dr.Len Horowitz; Dr.Shadid; DrBillDeagleTalkRadio; DrLeonardCaldwell;

EuniceKTALKRadio; GAINESB.JACKSONPHD; GeorgeCoastRadio; JoyceRileyTalkRadio; Kathy;
LindaMoultonHowe; Governor Info; ReidMullenstalkradio; SchurmanMasterAstrolog; TrendsResearch; Victoria
Luna

Subject: US Rebels Attack Gas Pipelines, Explode Trains As Civil War Fears Grow
Date: Wednesday, July 04, 2012 11:25:13 AM

"IT IS ERROR ALONE WHICH NEEDS THE
SUPPORT OF GOVERNMENT,
 THE TRUTH CAN STAND FOR ITSELF."
jefferson.....1782
  
 
OKLAHOMA GOVERNOR FALLIN,

  THE QUESTION RESTS ARE YOU GOING TO OPT OUT OF THIS

INSANE NERO' OBAMACARE PLAN AS OTHER STATES WILL DO OR

WILL YOU WAIT UNTIL A REVOLUTION BECOMES FULL BORN IN

THESE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA? 
    MILLIONS OF US AMERICANS KNOW THAT THE MURRAH
BOMBING WAS AN INSIDE JOB DONE WITH MICRO NUKES UNDER
THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION AND THAT 911 WAS A
CONTROLLED DEMOLITION JOB  DONE UNDER THE BUSH
ADMINISTRATION.
.    THERE ARE MILLIONS AND MILLIONS OF US AMERICANS FED
UP AND NOT GONNA TOLERATE THE LIES COVERUPS AND DECEIPT
OF A CORRUPT FEDERAL GOVERNMENT RUN BY AN OUT OF
CONTROL BIG BANKER NEW WORLD ORDER GLOBAL CARTEL CIA
CUTOUT WHITEHOUSE ANYMORE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
    BUSH CLINTON AND NOW OBAMA
WE HAVE HAD IT............
 

"THERE ARE RIGHTS WHICH IT IS USELESS
TO SURRENDER TO THE GOVERNMENT, AND
WHICH GOVERNMENTS HAVE YET ALWAYS
BEEN FOUND TO INVADE.  THESE ARE
RIGHTS OF THINKING, AND PUBLISHING
OUR THOUGHTS BY SPEAKING OR WRITING;
THE RIGHT OF FREE COMMERCE, THE RIGHT
OF PERSONAL FREEDOM." jefferson 1789
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THESE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
200 YEARS AGO
SHE WAS GOOD ENOUGH TO BIRTH US INTO  LIFE LIBERTY AND
the pursuit of HAPPINESS
TODAY
SHE IS GOOD ENOUGH TO DIE FOR.......
davidjoe
oklahomaunderground
http://www.whatdoesitmean.com/index1591.htm

http://www.whatdoesitmean.com/index1591.htm


From: icorigin
To: Governor Info
Subject: Videoclips 12 ( Obama . .  .  or Gingrich? ) [ revised 15 Mar 2012 ]
Date: Thursday, March 15, 2012 11:31:58 AM

TOPIC: Videoclips 12

(revised 15 March 2012)

Did not Mitt Romney learn anything as a quasi-deacon in the moralistic
Mormon church he grew up in and is affiliated with? So why did he so
change his position from adamantly being abortion-choice . . . to
[supposedly and probably-deceitfully] becoming "pro-life?" - on something
as theologically and Biblically basic as whether or not to murder non-born
human womb-babes by committing and not performing abortion-homicide? Why
was he even abortion-choice to begin with at all?

It's as if true-Jew Saint Paul, and formerly one duce of a
devoutly-dogmatic Jewish-Pharisee Saul, had said, "I never was for G-d but
instead was always against Him from the beginning, because I always hated
His guts and cursed Him as much as I could whenever I could. But, later
on, I saw the light, and changed my mind, so now I do not curse Him as
much anymore."

The GOP's RNC, and state affiliates thereof, supporting Romney instead of
Gingrich, along with "jewish" and non-Jewish network-media subversives
disparaging, discounting, and discrediting Newt Gingrich, reminds me of
the nazis in the movie Raiders of the Lost Ark digging in the wrong place
nearby where the Ark of the Covenant had been buried.

The incessant and harshly-dogmatic, satanic mantras of
pro-Romney-pontificating cowardly-"conservative," RINO-consortive,
radio-network-talkshow wrongheads, along with bassackward-immentality
Romney-endorsing GOP governors and senators (in close cohoots with
republicrats who sadistically desire to bankrupt the
Social-Security-dependent poor by Flat-Tax mandate and thus force them to
lose IRS low-income cutoff and Standard Deductions so as to start paying
IRS taxes) . . . belligerently blattering out that:

"all republicans will support whoever the only-for-the-rich, waffling and
windsniffing, homogay-inclusive, Massachusetts-insurance-mandate, actually
pro-abortion-choice, GOP presidential candidate is"

or:

"all republicans (and enough Obama-loyalist-democrats and
mistrusting-GOP-candidates independents) will eventually all rally around
Romney" . .

.. . . are deceptively fraudulent presumptions of irresponsibly-absurd
defeatist propaganda.

This webpage author is a bonafide 'born-again' Christian evangelical, who
would [of course] indeed vote for solid-on-sexual-social-issues Newt
Gingrich, but will definitely vote 3rd party (probably aligning with the
Constitution Party if Mitt Romney becomes the GOP presidential candidate
in 2012 (no matter who Romney chooses for VP running mate).



Limbaugh-supportive and yet-loyal new and older advertisers - plus who for
and what those Rush-supportive advertisers advertise regarding company
products and services - deserve your meager and limited purchase money,
and will obviously make best moral use of it for the sake of
quite-qualified-to-become-President Newt Gingrich.

Boycott the sponsors who dropped and will not reinstate advertising for
Limbaugh, who would take your purchase funds and give them to manipulative
Obama/Romney media conspirators and diabolical election-shenanigans
devil-Obama subversives.

While perusing the Tube, and encountering Obama, it behooves the sane and
rational to mute the sound with the remote control button to silently
watch the half-negroid, born-in-Kenyan/lying-about-Hawaii deceiver, who -
with insidious cunning craftiness and weaselword satanspeak - impudently
rants on while taking House-Republicans-based credit for what he and his
demoncrats have no right to steal credit from, promising betterment as
things actually get worse, brown-nosing
confusion-and-consternation-causing sexist feminists, cowering to
arrogantly-incindiary homogay perverts, patronizing Israeli Jews for
politically self-aggrandizing purposes, threatening sexual purists,
fanning the flames of retaliatory fundamentalist-orthodox
catholi-protestants as gasoline prices disasterously inflate relating to
the wildly-fluctuating yoyo-like Stock Market.

WILL lying-[Mombasa-Kenyan-not-Hawaiian-born] Barack Obama brag about all
he himself (allegedly) along with his democrat cohorts (like
filthy-mouthed guttermind and bonafide-bunghole Bill Maher and even goof
Jon Stewart) have done to keep America going during the past year? Will he
take credit for what he alone and his activist supporters have supposedly
done to [allegedly] keep all Christians and Jews from not going bankrupt,
loosing their residences and jobs, and dying off?

Will the socialistic Chicago Agitator and ACORN ballot-box-stuffer take
credit for dependable sunlight and gravity, lack of planetary destruction
by asteroid, absence of volcanic eruption, and no devastating earthquakes
in major cities?

For what - in fact - House Republicans have done to constrain him and his
demonutzos, which GOP has facilitated continuously-smooth law-and-order
operation of the country?

Will Barack "Barry Soetoro" Hussein Obama remind us of how Pelosi's/Reid's
Obamascare will force the impoverished to purchase health insurance under
his Individual Mandate, and tyrannize doomed health-insurance companies to
insure everyone with preexisting conditions (which many of such
irresponsible crippled were to blame for handicapping themselves?

Has Obama opened up America's fossil-fuel resources and brought the price
of gasoline down to $1.99 a gallon like it was before . . . or will he
continue to capitulate to his waffling Energy Secretary Chu (and others
like him who probably want everyone to "save energy" by repeatedly turning
off the lights and then turning them on again to burn out light bulbs
quicker and thus waste more money) and shelve gasoline engines without
first putting something adequate enough its place (and we're not talking
green companies making no profit with wind generators that don't turn on
when there is no wind, and pathetically-weak photovoltaic cells which
product little juice when it is cloudy and none at night - all for the
purpose of saving some endangered locust or earthworm per the insane



hallucinations of nutcase environmentalists?

Has he enraged Al Qaeda operatives by conspiring to murder Osama bin Laden
without trial - unlike what George W. Bush did against Saddam Hussein?

Has Obama snubbed Netanyahu and both deceitfully patronized yet
inhibitorily worked against both Israeli security and settlements by
imposing pass-the-buck war-mongering . . . dangerously disrupting the
status quo in Egypt and Libya?

Has Obama put two inferior-gender, pro-abortion-choice, life-term
feminists on the High Court, and lauded Planned-Parenthood abortionists -
thus co-conspiring to murder scads of non-born womb babes . . . far worse
than Rush inferring that contraceptives-for-fornication-insinuating
females-sterilization-accommodating anti-women's-health Sandra Fluke was
(by probable sordidly-lewd and lascivious intention) what he rightly
inferred?

Is his intent with discontinuing 'Don't-Ask-Don't-Tell' to promote
homoperversity - thus weakening our our Obama-defunded military. . . .or
instead to expose them as the pink-triangle-reminiscent,
concentration-camp-deserving, disgusting sinners and anti-heterosexual
harassers they actually are?

Read the informative transcript available at breakingnews.topcities.com to
find out!

Being that Americans already have "socialized medicine" and
"government-run healthcare" with Medicare (which should begin at age 60
and not age 65, concordant with . . .

Leviticus 27:7 And if the person is sixty years old and upward, then your
valuation for a male shall be fifteen shekels, and for a female ten
shekels.

Second Chronicles 11:21 [NON-porn, NON-prostitute?] Rehoboam loved Maacah
the daughter of Absalom above all his wives and concubines (he took
eighteen wives and sixty concubines, and had twenty-eight sons and sixty
daughters).

First Timothy 5:9 Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty
years of age, having been the wife of one husband

.. . . so-called Obamacare (or, better put: Forced-Individual-Mandate
ObamaScare) should be replaced with what Alan Grayson suggested:
Cradle-to-Grave Medicare.

To force individuals to buy any commercial good or service (such as a food
item or vehicle) with non-free-market rationing regulations (as ObamaScare
does, with IRS tax penalty for those who fill out Form 1040) is obviously
non-constitutional.

Should Romney and even Santorum drop OUT of the GOP presidential-candidate
race - for the sake of Newt Gingrich?

Should Romney and even Santorum stay IN the GOP presidential-candidate
race - for the sake of Newt Gingrich - up to a brokered 2012 GOP National
Convention in Tampa?

IF Mitt Romney and even interruptively-rude rookie-hotshot Rick Santorum



suspended their presidential-candidate campaigns now, would not all of
Obama's mega-funded vitriolic and venomous anti-Gingrich network media
overwhelmingly attack and wear out Gingrich alone?

It is clear that Romney is a verified handsome but cultically-mormonic,
deceptive and Mandate-imposing, RINO-endorsed, windsniffing-waffler,
blatantly-then-undercover-pro-choice loser (as seen in
http://videoclips12.tripod.com) . . . assuredly not able himself to take
on Kenyan-not-Hawaiian-born Obama (exposed in
http://lyingaround.tripod.com) . . . in victorious debate, nor get the
support of somewhat-disillusioned Obamanites nor disappointed Independents
nor even moderates, and especially not
genuinely-Christian-and-fervently-activist moral-social-issues Republicans
(who would rather vote Constitution Party and let the chips fall where
they would if Romney got to be the GOP nominee).

But, as the open-minded, non-prejudiced, and carefully-attentive reader
can detect by the following hotlinked videoclip, Rick Santorum is another
one who (like Obama and Romney) has explicitly stated that the Scriptural
dogma and doctrines of the Catholic Church will in no way influence his
public-policy decisions as a potential president . . . thus exposing
Santorum as an inept, snobbishly-arrogant, impulsive-comments novice who
has NOT the crucial experience, social-issues track-and-voting record, nor
professionalism which - in stark contrast - Mr. Gingrich certainly has.

As one can obviously hear in the videoclip, Santorum accuses Iranian
leadership of "discriminating against women and gays."

And gays?

Should not homogays indeed be non-inclusively discriminated against - no
matter what type of government?

The facist-nazi Adolf Hitler ordered that pink triangles (his version of
eliminating 'Don't-Ask-Don't-Tell') be put on homosexuals during the 30s
or 40s and confined in concentration camps, plus sent his Gestapo to
suddenly execute homo-bullyboy brownshirt nazi thugs who got Hitler into
power (which noble anti-homosexual purge the Biblically-based German
Christian church of course did not object to).

WHY does Santorum condemn Iranian leadership about women being "abused"
and "oppressed?" Does not pseudo-"catholic" Santorum believe that nuns
should have the holy habit of being dressed modestly in the equivalent of
burkas and hijabs?

IF Iranian (and other Middle-Eastern islamic-fundamentalist) women truly
thought that they were being "abused" and "oppressed" by voluntarily
choosing to accomodate to the Koranic-interpretation general-consensus
dresscode of being dressed very modestly in public view on warm days, WHY
do such women (emigrating into the United States, and coming under the
power and authority of non-sharia American law-enforcement) still choose
to be dressed modestly in burkas and hijabs when in general public view on
warm days?

Do they not see what their hedonist porn-in-motion bikini-clad
harlot-sight neighbors are mis-wearing as they shamelessly and defiantly
flaunt loose long hair, naked arms bared with sleeveslessness, nude legs
bared with shortened skirts and shorts, and soxless feet in flipflop
sandals?



Hey, like all other women in America, each fundamentalist-islamic woman
has a brain of her own to be aware of what is going around her and what
her potentially-licentuous options are, a mouth of her own to call 911 if
harassed or molested by extremist-to-them dictates or dogma, and two feet
of her own to escape to a police station - to be dressed however she wants
in accord with the liberty and freedom of American fashions and styles.

Moreover, fundamentalist-muslim women are quite capable of depriving
fundamentalist-muslim men of sexual submissiveness if such women thought
that dresscode-concordant fundamentalist-islamic men deserved such
divorce-and-alienation-causing non-reproductive frigidity. And who needs
men when they could sodomize with "liberated" american women as despicable
and disgusting hell-bound lesbians?

So why don't American muslims mis-dress like the other lewd-exhibitionist
pervertesses around them?

Why does Santorum castigate Iranian men and women for dressing modestly,
while pandering to "gays" to not discriminate against them?

Who is the true "evangelical-Christian" "conservative?"

Is it not Newt?

Santorum criticizes Iran for being anti-homogay

Most of us have heard the vow, or at least promise, required to be stated
by witnesses "on the stand" who are to be interrogated by both prosecuting
and defense attorneys in courtrooms:

Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

.. . . to which the proper reply is something like:

"I do" or "Yes."

Such intentions are congruent with the Scripture references:

Exodus 20:16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

Deuteronomy 5:20 Neither shall you bear false witness against your neighbor.

Matthew 19:18 He said to him, "Which?" And Jesus said, "You shall not
kill, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not
bear false witness . . ."

Mark 10:19 You know the commandments: "Do not kill, Do not commit
adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor
your father and mother."

Luke 18:20 You know the commandments: "Do not commit adultery, Do not
kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and
mother."

Colossians 3:9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the
old nature with its practices.

Even telling a partial lie: "You shall not die" [completely?; all at
once?] - as The Tempter did to inferior-gender Eve in The Garden of Eden -
is exposed and disallowed by the above-stated verses.



Antagonistic reaction and retort is not expected for kindly correction
which is justified:

First Corinthians 4:21 What do you wish? Shall I come to you with a rod,
or with love in a spirit of gentleness?

Second Corinthians10:1 I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and
gentleness of Christ-I who am humble when face to face with you, but bold
to you when I am away!

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
Galatians 5:23 gentleness, self-control; against such there is no law.
Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Look to yourself,
lest you too be tempted.

First Timothy 6:11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; aim at
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.

Second Timothy 2:25 correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may
perhaps grant that they will repent and come to know the truth

First Peter 3:15 but in your hearts reverence Christ as Lord. Always be
prepared to make a defense to any one who calls you to account for the
hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence

However, when the criticism is injust, then the opposite reaction is to be
expected:

Titus 1:13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that
they may be sound in the faith

It does no one any good for a critic to be quick to condemn judgmentally:

Ecclesiastes 5:2 Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty
to utter a word before God, for God is in heaven, and you upon earth;
therefore let your words be few.

Matthew 7:1 Judge not, that you be not judged.

Luke 6:37 Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will
not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven.

James 1:19 Know this, my beloved brethren. Let every man be quick to hear,
slow to speak, slow to anger.
James 3:2 For we all make many mistakes, and if any one makes no mistakes
in what he says he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body also.

And a potentially inflammatory situation is exacerbated by being
legalistically nitpicky about something of someone:

Matthew 12:7 And if you had known what this means, "I desire mercy, and
not sacrifice,' you would not have condemned the guiltless.
Matthew 23:24 You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!

Mark 7:6 And he said to them, "Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites,
as it is written, 'This people honors me with their lips, but their heart
is far from me.



Mark 7:7 in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of
men.' "

.. . . especially when one does not have all the facts:

Proverbs 18:17 He who states his case first seems right, until the other
comes and examines him.

.. . . and accuses with malicious arrogance:

Psalms 17:10 They close their hearts to pity; with their mouths they speak
arrogantly.
Psalms 73:3 For I was envious of the arrogant, when I saw the prosperity
of the wicked.
Psalms 94:4 They pour out their arrogant words, they boast, all the
evildoers.
Psalms 101:5 Him who slanders his neighbor secretly I will destroy. The
man of haughty looks and arrogant heart I will not endure.
Psalms 140:5 Arrogant men have hidden a trap for me, and with cords they
have spread a net, by the wayside they have set snares for me.

Proverbs 16:5 Every one who is arrogant is an abomination to the Lord; be
assured, he will not go unpunished.
Proverbs 21:24 'Scoffer' is the name of the proud, haughty man who acts
with arrogant pride.

Isaiah 10:12 When the Lord has finished all his work on Mount Zion and on
Jerusalem he will punish the arrogant boasting of the king of Assyria and
his haughty pride.
Isaiah 13:11 I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for
their iniquity; I will put an end to the pride of the arrogant, and lay
low the haughtiness of the ruthless.

Habakkuk 2:5 Moreover, wine is treacherous; the arrogant man shall not
abide. His greed is as wide as Sheol like death he has never enough. He
gathers for himself all nations, and collects as his own all peoples."

Malachi 4:1 "For, hey, the Day comes, burning like an oven, when all the
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn
them up," says the Lord of hosts, "so that it will leave them neither root
nor branch."

First Corinthians 4:19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and
I will find out not the talk of these arrogant people but their power.
First Corinthians 5:2 And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn?
Let him who has done this be removed from among you.
First Corinthians 13:5 it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful

Second Timothy 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud,
arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy

Titus 1:7 For a bishop, as God's steward, must be blameless; he must not
be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain.

It thus behooves each of us to be patience and search out all the facts
before we utter our final assessment:

Ecclesiastes 7:8 Better is the end of a thing than its beginning; and the
patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.



First Corinthians 11:33 So then, my brethren, when you come together . . .
wait for one another
First Corinthians 14:31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all
may learn and all be encouraged

Revelation 12:10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of
his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown
down, who accuses them day and night before our God.

In any case, it is interesting to note the reaction of King David when
confronted by the actually-having-occurred potentially-Divinely-lethal
accusations of Nathan the Prophet in the Old Testament of the
Judeo-Christian (Old-&-New-Testament) Holy Bible pertaining to the
actually-having-occurred event of David indirectly-but-directly conspiring
to murder Uriah the Hittite after the actually-having-occurred phenomenon
of David committing adultery with murdered-Uriah's beautiful exhibitionist
wife Bathsheba (who was actually bathing - probably nude - in the general
public view of David).

Moreover, there are ample indications that the
Christians-persecutor-pharisee trying-to-please-God Saul actually did see
the Light on the Damascus road according to the New-Testament book of Acts
which (or, better yet, Who) definitively and genuinely changed him into
completely-opposite-intentions-and-actions still-trying-to-please-God
Saint Paul.

As Ralph Waldo Emerson's words state in Ralph Vaughn William's Sea Symphony:

Yet soul be sure
The first intent remains
And shall be carried out.

The contest of GOP presidential candidates would be more interesting, less
confusing, and better for the country as a whole, if (at the time of this
writing) both non-commander-in-chief-type mere-economics-professor Ron
Paul and yet-pro-choice/homogay-nondiscriminating tricky-semantics,
Dole/McCain-retread Mitt Romney and even
less-qualified/less-professional-than-Gingrich Rick Santorum dropped out
of the race and left Newt Gingrich to compete against Barack Hussein Obama
for the 2012 Election.

Romney-Endorser John McCain's videoclip about Non-Discrimination for
Homogays is found at the beginning of:

http://pseudomarriage.tripod.com/sodomarriage.htm

It is politically advantageous for Obominites to support Mitt Romney as
the GOP candidate for President in 2012, because they know that IF Romney
does become the GOP presidential nominee, Icorigin (and his growing number
of followers!) will vote 3rd party [ relating to
http://cdccmn2.tripod.com/atheism.htm ]

So, both Kenyan-and-not-Hawaiian-born Barack Hussein "Barry-Soetoro" Obama
and Mitt Romney are purported to allegedly be "christians?"

Below are some Bible verses or Scripturally-based statements which you
will probably NEVER hear either one quote or agree with:



(1) Jesus, the Son of God, was never created. He always existed back
throughout eternity.

(2) Homogays and homosodomites will not inherit the kingdom of God. [
Explore http://antihomogays.tripod.com ]

(3) Jesus is The Way, The Truth, and The Life. NO one (including mormons
and muslims) comes to the Father except through Him.

(4) No true Christian allows any woman to teach or have authority over
men; they are to keep silent.

(5) Women will be saved through childbearing, instead of committing (and
not "performing") abortion-homicide or sterilizing themselves into
extinction using contraceptives.

(6) No harlot fornicator nor adulteress engaging in an [immoral] "affair"
will go to Heaven.

(7) Jesus Christ, the Son of God, created planet Earth and everything in
the entire Universe.

(8) The Holy Father, Jesus the Son of God, and the Holy Spirit are One
Triune God.

(9) Those who do not believe that Jesus Christ's death on a cross cancels
the full penalty of all their sins will be forever tormented with the
flames of The Lake of Fire in Outer Darkness.

WHAT do credo-Catholic Newt and Callista believe?

[ Investigate political hotlinks at http://videoclips12.tripod.com ]

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fascinating it is that the Mormon Church bypasses 'separation of "church"
and state' by funding governmentally-enforced legislative and judicial
efforts in California to prevent same-gender "marriages" - yet Romney (a
cultic mormon who presumes that Jesus, the Son of God, was created by his
Elohim father and Virgin-Mary mother, and whose brother is Lucifer/Satan)
has declared in a videoclip at http://videoclips12.tripod.com that his
mormonic church doctrine will not interfere in his
'separation-of-"church"-and-state' public policies for homogay
inclusiveness and refusal to discriminate against homogays.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

OVERHEARD?

Guy 1: Gonna vote for Romney?

Guy 2: Heck No! Why would a guy be adamantly pro-choice for
abortion-homicide in Massachusetts, and accommodate Planned Parenthood in
that state, but then now pretend to be pro-life - on such a basic
religiously-related issue - when he said that the goody-goody moral
stances of his quasi-cultic mormon "church" would not affect his
public-policy decisions as Prez?

Guy 1: So you support Obama?



Guy 2: I never said that, did I?

Guy 1: Well obviously, if you don't vote for Romney, you'll be throwing
away your vote to Obama.

Guy 2: No I won't. I won't vote for either one, so neither gets my vote -
for or against. I'll probably patriotically vote 3rd party, rather than
merely abstain and not vote at all.

Guy 1: Don't you support any of the GOP presidential candidates -
imperfect as they are - like Ronald Reagan, who divorced his first wife
and brown-nosed the sexist feminists by appointing Sandra Day O'Connor to
the High Court?

After all, did not Newt put bathing-exhibitionist Bathsheba under duress
by ordering her up to his royal castle and getting her pregnant without
first marrying her, then set up her husband Uriah to be murdered who then
was indeed murdered, for which criminal act he never ever repented?

Guy 2: Callista knows.

If the November 2012 Election choice came down to Obama vs. Gingrich, who
do you think so-called "moderate" [republican] RINOs would vote for? You
know in your heart that most of them would not vote for Obama, but instead
(albeit perhaps fearfully and reluctantly) vote for Gingrich.

Guy 1: Got a point there.

And if genuine ultra-orthodox Christian Evangelicals and Jews (not to
mention fundamentalist Islamic) lose respect for Romney and consider him a
waffling and internally-dishonest wind-sniffer to simply get votes, he
probably would lose to charismatic Obama who has cunningly convinced
Americans that "things are gradually improving but more time is needed for
really-positive improvement" - being that Romney would remind such
confused voters of defeated compromisers H.W. Bush (who lost to Clinton in
'92 when Icorigin voted for Howard Phillips of the Constitution Party, Bob
Dole (who also lost to Clinton in '96 when Icorigin again voted for Howard
Phillips of the Constitution Party, and McCain/Palin in 2008 (when
Icorigin voted for the Prez and VP candidates of the Constitution Party
once again).



From: mrsbluejeans84
To: Governor Info
Subject: VOTE "NO" ON A...
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 7:54:27 AM

...HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE

...EXPANDING MEDICAID



From: Bettye McClarty
To: Governor Info
Subject: Vote NO on Obamacare Enabler Bill -- Send $54M back!
Date: Monday, March 21, 2011 8:26:39 PM

Vote NO on the Obamacare Enabler Bill and send the $54M Obamacare money back

to Washington!

Voting for the bill will drive up healthcare cost for everybody.  Surely, Oklahoma can

come up with something better!
 

mailto:bmcclarty@cox.net
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
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From: Wake Up America Movement
To: Kaleb Bennett
Subject: WAM Alert & Action: Oust the MIA Commander in Chief
Date: Wednesday, September 19, 2012 12:04:18 PM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

How far will this go . . .  You decide
September 18 2012 Commander in Chief MIA Part 2

Did a friend forward this to you? Join WAM Mailing List to Stay Informed!

Dear Kaleb,

There is too much to the real story behind the volatile Middle East events
to fit in WAM's prior alert. It's frustrating that ever escalating indicators
of Obama's danger to our nation's future stand in contrast to his ongoing
high poll ratings (the vital topic of a forthcoming Election Analysis.)

To keep our attention and actions on real issues NOW is vital!

What's the missing in action Commander in Chief up to while our embassies are
stormed? Dashing from the Letterman show to a Beyonce campaign fundraiser!
On TV Obama praised "auto workers and single moms," before chatting with Dave about how
Muslim leaders need to stand with America. As 1 former State Department official asked: Are
TV talk shows a new replacements for Presidential addresses in a crisis? Egypt's new President
has now uttered a word against the violent protests - and U.S. property is under attack across
the entire Middle East while Obama parties at $40,000 a plate fundraisers!  
Now is no time to get diverted by supposed leaks of Romney's candid take on
Obama supporters. That's their game - to divert attention. Meanwhile, there's no comment
by Obama about the 51 American soldiers recently killed by Afghanistan's "friendly" forces!
Right now Obama and his media minions would like U.S. voters to forget there even is a Middle
East. Let's not play their game!
The surest way to defeat Obama's reelection edge is to continue in-depth exposure
of the Middle East debacle currently unfolding! On September 9, Obama's AP mouth-
pieces bragged (to divert from the question "Are you better off than you were 4 years ago?")
how much safer Americans since he took office. Now national security is suddenly a hot topic.
Let's keep it that way!  
All of US who want Obama out before it's too late have a window of opportunity to
expose the depth of his lies and the scope of his failure in the President's primary
Constitutional duty of national defense. Sworn to protect the U.S. at home and abroad,
his apathetic disinterest in 33 (count them!) uprisings against US around the world this past
week should be enough to wake up some sleep walking voters. Let's keep this in attention -
with early voting in crucial Ohio starting OCTOBER 2.  
Help expose shocking facts (below) of crumbling U.S. security abroad far and wide.
Obama uses social media like wildfire to spread his lies and promises. Spreading the word of
what mainstream media hides is up to US. Don't underestimate your impact.
 Share contents of this vital update via emails, social sites and blogs!
  Our future rests on the vote of every Independent who is still in the undecided column! 
On the domestic front, you'll find 2 quick easy ways to make a difference. Take
action on these smart strategies. They cost nothing, take little time and have solid impact -
when enough of US follow through.
WAM shares this information because we care - show you care by SPREADING this ALERT &

mailto:wamtoday@wamaction.info
mailto:Kaleb.Bennett@gov.ok.gov
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=qy4ttydab&v=001u9MKVAvAK1zmq4sHYvvxvr6L4RSraQaxd9JZaw4yUDcPpK8CC1qoz9n-VgGVX4LEi9jGRqerwfvhq6HVLlMX3gtI6D9QlNV35-TR2P8Z8jOoOHEZX9fy6-Vz4dxbQMRqWYiEWzk3l3lSNIFIv78FjsJum_ZN6swa4osp6p0soI7GXW8WyDWlJkRt2X9LgSQS3xiWiI3I6VOp02nuVmQo0g%3D%3D
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103558737680
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1103558737680&a=1111029053686&ea=kaleb.bennett%40gov.ok.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001nh-sSgQNp-93ywiEu9AoXPYSjtdyBwPlMUkRCFf7aLLJ2WULjD2ZfukedBkx7Nz9YdYJsBlt9PuNZ3zULIEwduDQo3D-w2nv8ooNhZJ53uKUJETQcAnoJ_WBRXlgT-k3DJb6mGmyUz-fuzqNHNZZX56FTzM9wZ7Pnkkk-FxGrek6NB4vBp1RVZdI9UAdhLfTvEu-Gnb1a8M=


ACTION CALL. Copy any parts and links you choose for emails, on your sites and blogs- or just
quick and simple FORWARD IT ALL to your contacts.

It's up to each of US to counter propaganda with truth telling. We are the media now -
citizen to citizen on behalf of preserving Lady Liberty, Wake Up America movement thanks
you!

3 Vote Getting Smart Strategies to educate Independent Voters

        Expose Real Middle East Facts and the Cover-up by White House and Mainstream Media

Build the Audience of "2016" the movie that is waking people up & getting votes

 Expose COSTCO Agenda to their high-volume Small Business members

 

VITAL EMERGING MID
EAST FACTS counter
MSM cover-up & show
dangerous ineptitude
by Obama
administration

Here's the truth about State

Department's Disastrous Failure

coupled with Obama actions of

Allegiance with enemies:

Map link below only shows
MidEast. Other protest locations
include London and Australia. 
 

1. See here what's not on TV - and

spread it around. It was a lie that

the Libyan Ambassador was ever

protected (MUST SEE Video) - and

clear warnings were ignored. Navy

Seals killed were NOT his guards.

They were attached to the CIA.      

 2. COVER UP of time lines

intentional: U.S. Libyan

Ambassador was missing for FIVE

HOURS before his body was

recovered! 

 3. See here how much havoc

there's really been. It's

preposterous this was all, as

claimed, "spontaneous." If the

White House was really "surprised"

then they are incompetent idiots!

4. Read here AP PR where he

claims how "safe" Americans are

now - thanks to Obama!

5. See here the cheerleading

reelection candidate (while U.S.

bodies come home) compare his

noble campaign volunteers to the

U.S. safe keepers who died brutal

SUPPORT 2016 the movie
Keep this vote shattering

documentary in view
Here's a quick easy  WAY
for YOU to IMPACT the

Election  today!
 

  SPREAD word so more see
 

     "2016" 
 Obama's America 

 

This documentary film has been

sweeping the nation. Reports

indicate it helps to convert

previous Obama supporters. It

depicts where he's coming from

- and where the U.S. is going if

he remains in the Presidency.

The more this MOVIE is

SHOWN in SWING STATES

the more votes Obama loses.

Help this brave producer get his

vivid presentation out to more

viewers and  theaters.   

Website includes WHERE TO

SEE and fact check replies to

critics PLUS zip code entry for

inquiries to GET IT SHOWN in

more theaters.

Please SPREAD the WORD -

POST this Show Schedule Link

on your emails, forums and

Spread Word of
CostCo's hypocrisy
When it comes to biting the

hand that feed you, we grew a

company out to take US down! 
Ironically, the company that has

benefitted the most from

support of America's middle

class - and especially small

business - doesn't have much

use for the consumers who

build their profits.

 

Two COSTCO co-Founders

plus their company's Sales

Manager  all actively support

Obama - with fundraising, free

campaign propaganda

throughout the millions of

copies of their Members

magazine. Who did Obama use

- on DNC primetime Convention

- as his CHIEF PRIVATE

SECTOR Endorser: CostCo's

Founder, Jim Senegal - who

said we didn't build it ourselves!

Also big contributors are their

cofounder and their Sales

Manager.

 

Why does this matter?
Because consumers and small
businesses have come to trust
this company to care for their
best interests -  which clearly
COSTCO no longer represents!
Who people vote for is their
business. How they use their
influence and profits are their
customers business!
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001nh-sSgQNp-9EQ55hHuBqLwCMFV4COgyvw2oksDGpmgn9OnnawanuiT2wR7SZTRw1oGUHXJpMKXE7OIXNDR9svzSGoLtHXJFQhPrU1NoqdQQ4Hb-9htAfC9juClMbtgzOkAX0Um0zBcgzyow9lLHH5NGqAv9tS6IzRURj_pTqvTpnGTkN18N1dJUNR8xPdDn8Dye-uH3ZBUki5PqE6432BWQZPo9n3jm7hKV2qDL2kx-MEoErJzYaorSRKPQRNXee-5UMoGOENpi6NtFjZA_TNNx_zgqzntV4
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deaths in Libya.

6. Read here the transcript of Sec.

of State Clinton's APOLOGY and

condemnation of the video 

7. Read here Obama refusing

Israeli Prime Minister ANY

audience - while he campaigns

with rock stars and INVITES

MUSLIM Brotherhood leader he

helped install to power in Egypt.

8. Before their meeting this week,

Egypt's MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD

Fake PM met and strengthened

ties with HAMAS terrorist leader. 

9. See here the MOVEMENT we

warned to supersede U.S.

Freedom of Speech with NEW

INTERNATIONAL LAW against

"BLASPHEMY."  (aka: the

beginning of the end of U.S.

sovereignty and the Bill  of Rights. -

every voter should know

this!)Tunisia is already getting this

law in place and Egypt's new

President (of the Muslim

Brotherhood ) has demanded his

sponsor Obama take legal action

against the offending video

producer. Sound far-fetched? We

directly heard American journalists

on Chicago talk radio promoting

this cause on a September 16th

September 16. A coincidence? 

 

sites.  

 
  http://2016themovie.com/ 
 

Help Save Our Future
by sharing these

exposes!

Truth: Obama does not
support U.S. Interests.

Period!
 

 

Are the heads of this company

using their profits - and THEIR

HUGE MEMBERSHIP base to

keep Obama in office because

they are uninformed lefty

idealists? Maybe . . . but more

likely: the big CostCo push for

Obama is due to SEIU pressure

to UNIONIZE their company 

If that happens, forget getting

any bargains at CostCo. . . also
possible they're lured by a

DHHS ObamaCare exemption

deal and are buying their way

out (as one of the countless

cronyism exemptions.)

 

Why ever CostCo is now under

Obama's thumb - and propping

up his campaign - doesn't

matter IT DOES MATTER that

millions of small business

members don't know their

purchases help prop up

Obama. Who'd have thought

the COMPANY small business

members helped to build would

use its asset to US drag. 

 

Time to spend our hard-earned
dollars shopping elsewhere!

GO NOW FOR FREE SAMPLE  These products distributed by Patriots Heart CJ & Tallu

Save
25%  

 

This special offer to patriots is tasty, affordable with discount and FREE sample Now! 
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From: Wake Up America Movement
To: Kaleb Bennett
Subject: WAM Urgent Alert: Unmasking distortions about "Social Issues"
Date: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 9:26:02 PM
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If every voter knew the following facts, far fewer would vote obama!

October 29,
2012 

Help expose the Truth about Election "social"
issues

Dear Kaleb,

Wake Up America movement initiated the summer of 2008, as a network dedicated to
restoring Constitutional government through elimination of corruption, waste and
fraud.  As such, we have never editorialized on "social issues." However, distortion of these issues to
misinform and misdirect the public's attention has become a major strategy of the Obama re-election
effort. So it must be addressed. Read through these clarifying bullet points with the straight facts
below. Sadly, with this historic election less than a week away, many voters have been so misled on
these issues that many Obama supporters do NOT even know what they are really voting for!  It's a
tragedy to consider how many votes may be cast by those ill-informed due to deceptive media talking
points and Obama campaign ads.  
 
We urge you to share these corrections to the bogus campaign record through every
means you have available. People who vote for Obama at least deserve to understand the real
choice they are making and the consequences it will have. Underneath the economic and international
issues we face, it all comes down to this: Do our rights come from government or - as Paul
Ryan recently quoted Thomas Jefferson - do they come from nature and God? The
foundation of the Obama administration - and its intents to "move forward" are all
based on government as the ultimate authority in our lives. Not integrity, not "choice"
and certainly not any sane version of morality. In their place, if Obama remains in
office, all of US and our beliefs will be transcended by the White House Executive
authority. If history serves, isn't that why our forebearers started the American
revolution to begin with?!
 
The unburied and undistorted facts about this campaign's so-called
social issues:
 

The reversal of Roe vs. Wade is not a real election issue at this time. Even those who wish it so
must know (with the current Supreme Court) that isn't happening. However, fear of that
outcome have become fuel for Obama to amass votes of pro-choice young women. This
distortion of facts by the DNC is luring pro-choice young women who actually believe that
without Obama, they'll lose their birth control rights. NOT SO! Let them know.
The real reproductive rights election issue is this: Is the government entitled to enforce
laws which demand free distribution of procedures and products which prevent life? If asked
directly, how many sane mature taxpayers want to foot the bill for new costly long term birth
control procedures (more profitable to Planned Parenthood than just "the pill?") And that all of
US pay for other's abortion-on-demand (including "morning after" abortion pills) and even
permanent sterilization given to whoever asks (including by HHS standards any of menstrual
age and without parental knowledge or consent)? This bogus profit-plan is called
"preventive care." It should, more aptly, be called genocide by design.
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Bishop E.W. Jackson
calls for Exodus

from Democratic Party

Obamacare not only overrules parental rights but religious rights. It demands Catholic
institutions (among others) negate their religious freedom by forcing participation and cost
coverage of the above products and procedures. And that creates a Constitutional crisis.
However, if Obama retains office, don't count on the Supreme Court to protect US from that,
anymore than our Justices did on ObamaCare itself. As you know, we oust Obama or forget the
Constitution. 
That brings up an even broader issue. If the Fed can demand Catholic hospitals implement
government rules that contradict their own credo, it's a short step "forward" to regulate all
private businesses with dictates on how they must operate, whom they must serve
and by what means. So much for free enterprise. (Read here the Department of Justice reply
to Hobby Lobby's company complaint to be excluded: "Plaintiffs' challenge rests largely on the
theory that a for-profit, secular corporation established to sell art and craft supplies can claim
to exercise religion and thereby avoid the reach of laws designed to regulate commercial
activity. This cannot be." 
Beneath the Obama administration's arrogant posturing for its contorted versions of "civil
rights" it should not be forgotten that the new Progressive party (which has replaced the
original Democratic party) aimed to totally remove "under God" from their platform! Respect
for a higher authority than government and respect for life, itself, tend to go hand in hand. Such
was the wisdom of our Founding Fathers.

Please pass this around and spread the above bullet point facts, so more
voters see the real consequence of their 2012 Presidential vote.  
 
We urge those who see through the social engineering behind the "rights" Obama
claims to offer to redistribute and/or post the following letter from a deeply concerned,
well-informed voter. It reveals the bigger picture that too few see or know. Also hear
below an AA leader calling on his fellow voters to wake up!

 

I am II am writing to alert you to some disturbing news
that you may or may not have seen a few weeks

ago.  Some selected schools in NY are now distributing
contraception materials and "morning-after pills" to

students without parental permission.  This gives students as young as 14 access to
the Plan B morning-after abortion pill and other forms of contraception.  Injectible

Depo Provera is included under this New York City program called CATCH
(Connecting Adolescents to Comprehensive Health).  Some states are even looking

at this for Junior High School students as young as 11 yrs. old.    On the other
coast California Governor Jerry Brown signed into law a bill (State Senate Bill

1172) making it illegal for a minor with unwanted same-sex harassment to receive
professional counseling, even based on parental consent and agreement.  These

are clear and blatant attacks on parental rights coming directly from government.
 

The distribution of contraception materials to our children is a very dangerous
practice that will do them great harm.  Not only does this usurp parental rights

and responsibilities, it blatantly promotes immorality and promiscuity, and poses
serious health risks to our children.  The drugs being distributed through this

program should be given under medical supervision after the health of the patient
has been assessed.  There is no medical supervision with this program and thus no

informed consent. Planned Parenthood has been seen telling girls there is no
danger in having an abortion. 

 
And even worse, school sanctioned handouts or not, the Obamacare law put this in

place August 1, 2012 wherever Obamacare implementation has started, so the
path is set and the practice will spread quickly.  Also under Obamacare children
(boys and girls) as young as 15 years old, and some argue 12 years old, may get

free permanent sterilizations without parental consent.   Even before Obamacare,
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girls 15 and older do not need parental consent to be sterilized in Oregon State,
so precedence is set.

 
This is a clear case where elections have consequences.   Many may not pay much
attention to "down ballot" elections such as electing members of the local school

board.  However, this action by NY schools is a perfect example of why these
elections are as critical to saving our nation as those for the top elected

offices.   Now, however, with Obamacare not even school boards will be in a
position to stop these evil practices.  Still they can serve as a first line of defense.

 
With the current administration in Washington D.C. and the loading of our courts

with liberal judges is there any doubt that actions like these would stand if
challenged?  As we saw with the health care law when it was being rammed

through Congress, massive objections from citizens will not stop those in power
from acting against the will of the people.  I urge you not to be apathetic

regarding this matter.  If we do not act now to turn around the moral decay in our
great Nation there will be no turning back.

 
As you thoughtfully fill out your ballot for the upcoming election reflecting on your

own conscience and moral teachings, I ask that you be fully aware of the moral
stands of the candidates you select.   Conscience is not just a "feeling."  Where

there is moral clarity, the right answer is always clear.  I pray that we all go
through this election cycle with moral clarity as our guide. As so many aren't aware
of the above facts and dangers, I also urge you to communicate this information to

others. You are welcome to share this letter. 
 

Respectfully,
 

L. S.
A Concerned Catholic Voter, Mother and Grandmother
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From: Wake Up America Movement
To: Kaleb Bennett
Subject: WAM alert: TheUltimate Election Fraud now in Progress
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WAM ALERT                                                                                                 October 16, 2011

Act to Stop Undercover 2012 Fraud Happening Now! 
 

Dear Kaleb, 
 

While the lamestream media holds public attention on GOP candidate rivalries, a
Progressive strategy is underway to eliminate the role of the states in electing a
U.S. President. By transferring electoral votes to a "national popular vote" this
"Compact"  would  usurp the role of the states as safeguarded by our Constitution.
In doing so, it could also neutralize Obama's critics totally!

This may be the most vital - and time sensitive - expose WAM has ever uncovered
and shared! And it's happening now, under the radar, with the general public in
the dark. This "ultimate vote fraud" is intentionally  complicated to keep it
obscure until it's too late to stop it.
 
This complete expose on the "National Popular Vote Compact" won't be found
elsewhere. Because of the complexity and urgency of this issue. read it through
completely. See who is behind this scheme and what its intended consequences
are. 

Then spread the word  in your blogs, forums and forward to all your contacts
now. There is still time to BLOCK the NPVC sufficient states passage - only if WE
ACT NOW! 

All of US urgently need to contact our State Assemblymen, State Senators and
Governors to vehemently OPPOSE this covert MEASURE!  See below the real
facts of this manipulation of the Constitution and American electorate. See Your
State Status and ACTION needed  in last column.

  

Plan for 2012 (& Permanent) White House Control by Progressives Happening
Now           

Called the "National Popular Vote Compact" this movement has been in the works
nationwide - without public attention - on a state-by-state level since at least
2008. 
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Like other surreptitious actions against the U.S. Constitution, the NPVC
"movement" has several promotional websites claiming to represent "true
democracy." 
 

The NPVC is a bill now moving state-by-state to make the popular vote winner President by
bypassing normal requirements to amend the Constitution. Tts outcome would ensure the
Presidency would be declared by giving all the required 270 Electoral Votes needed for a "winner"
to the candidate who wins the largest number of popular votes nationally - no matter how small
the win margin and no difference how many states voted to oppose him. Here's how it works:
 

Once enough states have passed the NPVC bill into law to reach the requisite 270 Electoral
Votes (by totaling the EV's of those states which pass this bill) the NPVC goes into
immediate effect in the next - and all subsequent - Presidential elections. It doesn't matter
how strongly other states oppose this. We'd all have to go along, if even a minority of states
pass it!
Currently, this bill has passed enough state houses to reach more than 160 EV's - so they are
well over half way to their goal right now. 
According to most up-to-date information this National Popular Vote Pact has already
passed 1 of the 2 required chambers in more than 30 other states- without public attention. 
If their magic number of 270 EV totaling states is reached, it won't matter how the rest of
the states vote on this; nor whether other states never take up the bill; not even if other
states vehemently object and oppose this action. It would be the Law of the Land!  

This sneaky scheme to upend Constitutional rights and protections of all states and their
residents in selecting the nation's leader is underway as an explicit attempt to defeat the careful
Constitutional amendment process with NO public knowledge, NO voter input, NO public
referendums and NO input from states which object to this measure. All NPVC takes is a portion of
current state houses to make it law for all of US - always!  

WHY WOULD PROGRESSIVES WANT TO SWITCH TO A NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE
POTUS?

DO THE MATH . . .
The electoral vote system protects voting rights by giving every individual state a number of
electoral votes representing the level of population. In this way, all states in the Union have a
proportionate and representative say in who becomes President. It doesn't matter if the state has
more land mass than populace, or if more of the people live in rural areas, etc. 
 
Here's what would happen with an NPVC that hands all the needed 270 Electoral Votes to the
national popular vote winner: Those states with larger populations - especially those with
heavily populated big cities will pick the President. Period. The politically savvy know that big
city voters trend "Democratic" - and that controlling big city vote results (by buying votes,
duplicating votes, "fixing" vote count machines on a large scale basis - these are all "Democratic"
party specialties! 

 
Take Illinois as a case in point. No matter the notorious corruption in

politics there. Year after year, all the suburban and rural vote
populations together can't get their voices heard to change who runs
the state. Why not? Because the votes of the city of Chicago always

outnumber the total combined votes in the entire rest of the state. Is
that what we want to happen to the White House? 

 

The state houses of Illinois, California, New York and New Jersey - with their large combined
Electoral Votes - are among those that have already passed the NPVC into law. A list of states
which have passed this treacherous law is given below. Do you think the voters in those states (of



which you may be one) have an idea this has happened? Of course not - as with all Progressive
take-over tactics, this one is being arranged as quietly and quickly as possible, before the actual
voters there even find out! 
 
So, if you've wondered why Obama isn't more worried about his "re-election" - despite growing
public dissatisfaction - now you know. Just pass the NPVC in a handful more states. Then, put the
usual paid workers out in the precincts with lies and pockets full of bribes for votes; send out
more union propaganda enflaming and threatening union members into support; continue using
state paid staff to bring in the votes of the infirm and institutionalized; doctor up more absentee
vote records; alter the vote totals of machines in key areas. And voila - Obama gets even the
tiniest combined margin of the "popular" vote (by hook or crook) - and he stays in office! 
 
If this NPVC vote scam gets enough states to go along, the rest of US are doomed to non-elect
but appoint Obama again - by the magic 270 with claims that its all very constitutional!   Akin
to ObamaCare, if this National Popular Vote Compact is passed - no matter how wrong and corrupt
- it would take massive funding and endless delays to drag through the courts in hopes of any
reversal. 
 
An NPVC success in its remaining targeted states would mean: states that have been trending GOP
and don't support NPVC won't matter; states with large land expanses sprinkled with Conservative
voters and rural farmers won't matter; suburbanites who pay the taxes that support city
entitlements won't matter; the original fair and balanced Electoral College system won't matter.
After all, they tell US: this is just one of those parts of that old Constitution that's not really fair
and needs to be updated! 
Here's a summary of why the National Popular Vote Presidency is a really bad idea.

WHO'S BEHIND the NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE COMPACT? SOROS - and that's not all

 

If you have any doubt left about the purpose of this Constitutional reversal in favor of a
Presidency by national popular vote, consider these facts and check out these references:

 
SUMMARY: George Soros favorite game is taking over the politics (and governments) of countries.
If you're not familiar with his bio, you should be. See here his role in the bogus movement toward
a popular vote. Soros son, Jonathan, propaganized "It's' time to junk the electoral college" all the
way back in 2008. We know by know how their ilk uses long-term, heavily financed astro-turf
"reform" movements - under cover of nice-sounding names, multiple websites and distorted
messages to increase their public appeal. Here's what the National Popular Vote movement wants
you to believe.Their operatives began moving this Plan through state assemblies even before 2008
election.
See an actual chart of the scope of Soros spiderweb of behind-the-scenes influence here.
 
WHAT'S THEIR GAME: Take the 2012 election - and those that follow - by the cheapest, most
expedient means. Save time and money by focusing "electioneering efforts" (including
illegitimate ones) in major population areas to make those vote totals overwhelm the votes of
the rest of US.  This makes it easy for Obama to continue ignoring increased public resistance - if
half the states and nearly half the voters just won't count anymore anyway. Most of US are by now
familiar with the bombardment of attempts to subvert our government under cover of populist
propaganda to appear "more truly democratic." See below those behind this clever manipulation of
the law - to pass a "newer and better" way to choose a President without the proper Constitutional
amendment.(And somebody tell them our founding fathers formed a Republic, not a democracy!)
 
MEET the Men behind this "Compact"  AKHIL REED AMAR & VIKRAM AMAR      National
Public Vote Compact bill, promoted nationwide, came from this source in 2001.     Since then,
the same bill based on their strategy has been filed in states nationwide!
 
Digging into the background of the National Public Vote Compact -
as a means to radically and permanently shift the basis of the
Presidency, here's what we found: highly credentialed attorneys (and
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Photo of

brothers) who devised this "state bill" compact, as a strategy to get
around the normal requirements for constitutional amendment - and,
instead, undermine the Electoral College by bypassing both
Congress and the voters! V. Amar is the author of hundreds of legal
articles and several books. Although his age is included in a wiki-bio,
Vikram's country of origin is not mentioned. His articles cover topics
like this:"Should Christian groups on state campuses by allowed to restrict their membership to
Christians." Many articles are aimed at using the legal system against the Constitution. Here's two
books he's written: "Processes of Constitutional Decisionmaking" and The Bill of Rights: Creation
and Reconstruction 

Akhil Amar has also "recently proposed that every American should be
required to undergo a DNA test so that a national DNA database can be
created." Together this pair has made many other monstrous "legalese"
proposals including how an "Instant Run Off System" could "remedy the
flaws" in America's voting system; term-limiting Supreme Court Justices and
improving the Presidential line of succession in the event of "election
terrorism."
By no strange coincidence, the brainstormer of this end-run to trick the
public and the Constitution by a minority of favorable state lawmakers,
Vikram, also keeps busy writing frequent legal articles in defense of the
constitutionality of ObamaCare! Need we wonder who is financing this
scribe? 

 

VITAL & URGENT: SEE YOUR STATE STATUS & CONTACT STATE OFFICIALS! 

CONCLUSION WAM HAS DONE THE MATH and CITIZEN ACTION is URGENT to
stop this Compact! States where it's already passed add up to 171 Electoral Votes of the 270
required. 81 more Electoral Votes are at stake in states where NPV has passed 1 of the 2 needed
chambers. Additionally, States where NPV is listed as currently active legislation hold more than
100 EV. 
There are under 100 total (electoral vote bearing states) more for this to be our law nationally -
and there are way more than enough states with this in process to meet that end goal before 2012
Election!!! 
 
Shockingly,NUMEROUS Republican state officials have fallen for the popular vote strategy. Enough
GOP have supported it, for NPV.com to brag this is a "bi-partisan" measure (along with bogus polls
claiming how We the People want this!) Banners of progressive newspaper Editorial endorsements
are topped (of course) by the New York Times. Some GOP have co-sponsored this in their state.
More have even voted for its passage! Whether these are ill-informed, popularity-seeking, bribed
or just too dumb to do the math we can't say. What we know is this probably means NO more
Republican presidents ever - and Obama back in 2012, if only by the tiniest of margins! 
 
Evidently, it's going to take all of US to contact our own state Assemblyman, state
Senator and Governor to inform them of how destructive (and Progressive) this
national vote compact really is.
 
  CALL THEM, WRITE THEM QUICK (contact info link here)                              
  TELL THEM WHAT YOU THINK of this NOW
  LIST OF STATUS State-by-State HERE: There is currently no single site online that
has real-time complete accurate status on this outrageous measure. So SAVE THIS
INFO:
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ELECTORAL THEFT LAW ALREADY PASSED IN: CA, HA, IL, NJ, MY, MA, VT, RI, D.C.,
and most recently NY
 
 AR, CT, DE, MI, NV, NM, NC, OR, VT (& according to NPV site CO has now passed it in both
 chambers and sent it to the Governor for signing.)
 
 Also, legislation is currently filed but not yet voted in favor in THESE STATES
 AK  now in Committee
 AL filed in the Senate this year
 AZ introduced in the Senate by a Republican!
 FL bill now active in both chambers
 GA bill introduced in both chambers
 IN introduced in the assembly
 KY introduced in the House
 LA passed House Committee and introduced in the Senate
 MO introduced in the House
 MS introduced in both chambers
 MT introduced in the Senate
 ND introduced in the House
 NH introduced in the House
 OK passed Senate Committee and introduced in the House
 SD introduced in the Senate
 TX introduced in both chambers
 UT introduced in Senate and House
 VA introduced in Senate
 
WARNING: Also listed as current and active legislation IN THESE STATES:
 
GA, IA, KS, MN, NE, OK, SC, TN, WV

Your comments, research, feedback or questions are welcome.

 

Contact Wake Up America Movement at:

 

wamtoday@wamaction.info

 

If you want further information on Preserving the Electoral College, the Heritage

Foundation is sponsoring an Event on this issue on Friday afternoon, October

28. See details here. 

 

PLEASE SHARE THIS INFORMATION with others who may not yet be informed.

You deserve credit for helping this turn of events through your interest and

ACTIONS on behalf of REFORM! 

 

 

Sincerely,
 

 

Jacquerie, WAM Strategist

Wake Up America Movement

Forward email
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From: Wake Up America Movement
To: Kaleb Bennett
Subject: WAM Alert: Sweeping new Obama powers
Date: Sunday, April 01, 2012 3:20:47 PM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

Staying informed, getting involved and working together is the only way to reform and preserve our nation

March 2012 Election 2012 Alert
Dear Kaleb,

With the most critical election in our nation's history happening this year, it's a good time to look back on
where we're coming from. Wake Up America Movement has been a volunteer network since 2008 when the
dangers of where we were headed began to be exposed. Back then, WAM investigated and exposed the
roots of Obama's background and his real agenda for our land's highest office. Since then, more Americans
have been waking up and our opposition has continued to gain ground and public attention. 
     Not many know it was WAM that initiated the Tea Party movement for grass roots involvement in taking
back our government. While WAM has never organized events the research and strategies our volunteers
share have continued to have significant impact. All that is thanks to concerned citizens like you staying
informed, spreading the word and - wherever possible - getting involved in pro-active ways to preserve our
democratic Republic. 
     When Obama first took office in 2010, WAM then uncovered and exposed a prepared group of shell bills -
ready and waiting - to flood the Congressional floor with costly and unconstitutional Federal take-overs of
every area of our lives. Again, thanks to all of US, many of these were stopped in their tracks for now. And
the centerpiece of that ten bill package - ObamaCare - is now under fire and due to - with your help - fall by
the wayside. By now, many more of US are aware that these new "laws" of the land haven't been written - or
often even read by our voting representatives! We've also learned both parties are laced with officials who
serve special interests rather than We The People. In the coming months, WAM will give exposure to who's
bought and paid for - to help you know who does not deserve reelection!
     Moving forward to 2010 elections, the outreach of  waking-up Americans built enough influence to elect
more real reformers to the House. Some have kept their promises and some have not. WAM will be
reporting on that soon- on a state by state basis - naming names - for your voting information. However, as
we all know the Progressively controlled Senate (with its compliment of added R.I.N.O.'s) has quashed
attempts for more responsible reform-based legislation. WAM is now researching information and smart
strategies for retaking the Senate with committed candidates of integrity.
     The urgent issue - at this point - relates to the final contents of that original January 2009 bill package -
because its agenda is currently underway and is at the core of every crisis facing our country. That original
10 bill shell package - with 9 composite bills designed to break the U.S. economy concluded with a 10th set
of measures claiming a need for sweeping new Federal powers to crush the core of our liberties - due to
"economic emergency" Yes, you read that right: this has been a set up from the start: spend lavishly on
government programs and then use all of that as an excuse to crush Constitutional rights with sweeping new
Fed powers! The real facts of what's going on continue to be buried from public attention by the complicit
mainstream media. See more below.
      This is the critical stage we have reached now. Will America be "fundamentally
transformed" or not? That's now up to us - and this years elections may decide it. The
2010 House recomposition slowed this down but has not stopped it. All of US need to
stay informed, keep spreading the word of what's really happening - and most of all, get
involved in this year's election process - for both the Presidency and Congress - while we have this
window of opportunity!
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Watch for your upcoming WAM Alert emails to be informed on vital races and vote records!

 

Obama expects Win

obama secret promise
to Russia
read more here   
 

Obama caught on mic saying
"After My Election I Have

More Flexibility"

  
In saner times this would have made

big headlines - but not with the media

censorship these days. Not only did

this  "secret" Obama remark offer

 promises to Russia. His statement

reveals 2 other serious implications. #1

He acknowledges that what he wants

to do with Russia would be opposed to

the American people (hence hold it

back until  after November's vote.) #2

What he says and how he says it

suggests he is confident he will remain

in the White House - but he doesn't say

"after my last FOUR years. Only "after

my election." Do some others recall
the bill laying in wait to eliminate term
limits?  If any still don't see his

intention to be a Dictator, they aren't

listening. 

____________________ 
 

Whose fault is it the
economy is failing? Obama
blames all of US! 
 
 
Read through this list if you need a

reminder of the lack of leadership

causing inaction on our crises.

One blogger took the time to

review and compile a record of the

ways Obama has used blame

placing as an excuse for his failing

leadership. Several pages here on

all the other people, places, and

things held accountable for our

Business as usual

Capitol Hill Corrupt
Capitol Hill photo

We must weed out the corrupt

leadership controlling legislation!

 

60 Minutes: Jack Abramoff on

Lobbying and Gov Corruption

Real Issue D.C. Reform
U.S. appears to face crises in every
direction at this point. But there is
one single underlying issue at
cause for most of these problems:
the fact that our elected officials
primarily act out of self-serving
interest - beholden to those who fill
their coffers instead of the voters
who put them in office.

 
What to do? Expose and route out
the worst offenders. How? WAM
will be publishing a Vote Tracker
showing KEY VOTE RECORDS of
the corrupt on Capitol Hill. 
 
One example? Adam Kinzinger - a
reform platform IL Republican Rep
who keeps a favorable media
image - but his vote record doesn't
hold up - as upcoming WAM Vote
Tracker will expose. 

 
Watch for more WAM pre-election
Alerts coming soon. 

Preparing for
Election Action!

Join Our Mailing List!

The Real Agenda

Bit by bit our Bill of
Rights is taking a
beating
 

Obama continues his

expansion of Executive

Powers behind the scenes

while Mainstream Media

does its job of diverting

attention.

________________

THE DIVERSIONS

ROMNEY will be the GOP

candidate - all the rest is a

media drive to prop up

ratings despite a done deal.

Is Romney not your

favorite? Just compare him

to Obama - and we all have

something to get excited

about and work for. He has

1) positive executive and

management expertise 2)

does know how to create

jobs and really wants to 3)

loves America and has

personal faith beyond his

own ego. NOW the

question is will the forces

for divisiveness in Obama

opposition give US time to

get Obama out of our

Capitol?

Whether or not the

Supreme Court nullifies

ObamaCare We the People

will keep moving forward

until it is unwritten! So we

don't need to wait with

baited breathe for Justice

Kennedy's vote - which will

likely decide the Court

Ruling. 

And why the fuss over one

young man in FL - but to
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problems. In short? Anyone and

anything but he, himself. 

 
Read it here 

____________________________ 

 

 HELP Scott D'Ambroise  be
our new SENATOR
 from MAINE.
 
With Olympia Snowe exiting

the Senate - hooray! - there is

a chance to claim this Maine

seat to help preserve the

Constitution. 

 
Check out this link to see

a comparison between the

retiring Snowe and this new

GOP candidate. Then help

spread the word!  

 
Want to laugh out loud?
The spin never stops! Here's what

CBS anchor said on air about

Senator Snowe, the notorious

RINO who usually voted with

Progressives:

 
"Her Republican colleagues will
miss her, even if she bucked her
party from time to time. Snowe was
a favorite to win reelection in
November. Now Republicans are
going to have to struggle to hold on
to her seat in Maine. That makes
their goal of regaining control of the
Senate that much more difficult." 
 

WAM reply: As for Mainstream

Media's snow job on Snowe's

departure from Capitol Hill - we

don't know anyone who will miss

her. So let's hope CBS prediction

holds true!

___________________________

___ 

NEW 2012 ELECTION

RESOURCES COMING SOON

WAM is now organizing on site

Action Tools for 2012 Election  

to include

* Voter Fraud Protection

* Grass Roots Campaign Tips

* Capitol Hill Voting Records

* Worthy New Candidate Alerts

Help PA Senate
primary now!

Pennsylvania primary is coming

up in April and reformers are

being asked urgently to help. 

DAVID CHRISTIAN is a Reagan

conservative, a veteran hero

and VP of the Vietnam Veterans

Council and Reagan Republican

- yet the state party chair and

Governor is backing WELCH

instead. Welch switched parties

to support Obama and turncoat

Sestak in 2006. This is NOT a

trustworthy candidate for

Senate. Yet Welch has official

backing to drive Tea Party D.

CHRISTIAN off the ballot. 

Out of state donations and

national exposure are needed.

Give DEM Sen. Casey a real

fight by helping this worthy

candidate. Casey's vote record

in Senate? 97% party-line votes

with Obama.

This is a Senate seat to take

back - provided it goes to one

who will uphold our Constitution.

Help SPREAD THE WORD to

support CHRISTIAN. PA

Primary is on APRIL 24. 

SEE Christian's BIO HERE.

__________________________

What can we do about the

rapidly increasing encroachment

of unConstitutional actions for

the Federal government to take

keep trying to fuel the

flames of racism? One

Congressman on Chicago's

violent South Side had ten

times that number of deaths

in his district that same

week. So why did he focus

on FL? The statistics:

African Americans are

12.9% of our population.

More than 90% of these are

not slain by white citizens.  

_________________

THE AGENDA

As TV holds attention on

the few topics above,

what's really been going on

behind the scenes?

DANGEROUS new

expansions of FED power

keep moving forward -

Some with Capitol Hill

support and others by

overreaching Orders from

the White House.  

FIRST CAME Congress

support of the NDAA - with

its authorization to detain

citizens and FED

militarization of state

Governors and local police.

NEXT CAME SOPA to shut

down the net. Fortunately

public outcry made that fail.

this MONTH a new law

passed - with the consent

of Congress which makes

public protests near a

Presidential visit a felony!

(There goes free speech.)

this WEEK Obama has

moved forward in more

Executive Powers.

See here to search further.

If you READ ONE THING,

you must SEE THIS to

know what's really going

on:

WHITE HOUSE EXEC

ORDER on March 16, 2016

provides the "socialization

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109671240941&s=1289&e=0011kIGMNTCWhI1MKsdokehoKIlx87fBeo0l7cg4rcdNrAKU4ZfMYFmiq_eOyG5yfKfVimP29l0YjB7md59ucqhzIT_bjbEhWLurYZfOz4iICmjrlyW-8oIIiSqMeQQYu_mB-OYX_Ome0Vrk9nJaiAv-_wmv_s3IWRgePQfJjA0d1I=
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Lady Liberty looks away

while Obama creates 

sweeping new FED powers.

 
Be sure to OPEN the link at bottom

of far Right Column for VITAL

information on vast new FEDERAL

POWERS.

 

over every aspect of our lives?

Pray that we make it through to
November's election - and keep
working from now until then to: 
 

STAY INFORMED

SPREAD THE WORD

GET INVOLVED to

help elect true to the

Constitution officials

of all means of production

in the event of a national

emergency." This includes

FED takeover of all food,

energy, health resources,

transportation, water,

commerce and construction

resources NATIONWIDE. 

As stated in this ALERT

opening message, that's

been the plan all along:

Break US and then

claim an urgent need to

control US all from D.C. 
 

GO HERE TO READ

SPECIFICS including

latest

Executive"National

Defense Order."  This

isn't science fiction - it's

what's happening under

cover. FORWARD this

email to your own list.  

 

SPECIAL OFFER for PATRIOTS. GREAT NEW FOOD. And YOU get a special deal to try it out.
Tasty healthy preserved meals to store for later - or enjoy for convenience now. 
From our friends and fellow volunteer activists at Patriot's Heart Network. FREE FOOD! 
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From: Wake Up America Movement
To: Kaleb Bennett
Subject: WAM Alert: Romney VP Announcement Right Now
Date: Saturday, August 11, 2012 7:40:26 AM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

Insider says VP announced today!
August 11, 2012 Vital Announcement - Spread the Word!

Dear Kaleb,

Insiders say Mitt Romney is announcing his running mate this morning. Guess who? 
Congressman Paul Ryan of Wisconsin! And we thought you'd like to be among the first to know.

Pass this notice along ASAP to all your contacts - and announce on your websites and social

forums.

If you've opened this email quick enough, you can turn on TV to see this momentous announcement

live. So start spreading the word right away (said to be forthcoming at 7 AM/MT today)

No doubt the obama campaign is already ready to come out swinging, considering their previous ad

of a Ryan like visage shoving a grandma off a cliff.

The best way to counter this typical progressive misspeak is to show our enthusiasm about
Romney's choice of a running mate. Strategically speaking, it doesn't really matter if Ryan is our

preferred choice. What matters most is we all want obama out of our White House! So, the smartest
thing all of US can do is to focus on the positives of Romney's selection and trust our nation's future
can only be steered in a brighter direction by this duo.

They - and our future generations - are counting on US to get behind this pair wholeheartedly and
immediately. There will plenty of critiques coming from our sell-out mass media. Opponents of
obama have typically been pitted against each other - to weaken our resolve and our results.  Now's
a crucial time to be positive and enthusiastic about Romney's choice. That's the best way to counter
the onslaught of condemnation about to blast out from the left.

The choice of Paul Ryan has certainly been made after extensive deliberation. Despite mainstream

media's constant efforts to portray the GOP candidate negatively, Romney is no fool. This is a

crucial moment to trust our candidate and show that we believe that this ticket can win, will win - and
will reverse many crippling obama policies around. That much we can count on. 

The timing of this VP announcement - and the choice of Ryan as a running mate - can be no

accident. What does it tell US? That Romney really wants - and needs - the Tea Party,

conservatives (and Independent voters at large) to back him 100%. It also points out that the GOP is
solidly focused on an economic turn-around - known to be Ryan's greatest strength.

Add to that the fact that Congressman Ryan is one of obama's most outspoken and articulate critics
can also be useful! Some may recall it was Ryan who faced down obama in committee (and on
national TV) to articulately confront the failings of Obamacare.

We suspect that a diligent vetting process has also played a role in this choice. Ryan is squeaky
clean- as well as a fiscal conservative. Let's be ready to counter fear laden propaganda with this
optimistic and realistic fact: the antidote to the disastrous national debt, imbalanced policies,

mailto:wamtoday@wamaction.info
mailto:Kaleb.Bennett@gov.ok.gov
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unconstitutional overreach and permanent welfare state is now in our hands - with this capable
sensible pair of statesmen running on our behalf.

Help spread the word with such enthusiasm and vigor that the cries of outrage of the
opposition are drowned out by all of US who still believe in the American way. Shout out the
good news on your own emails, blogs, twitter and social sites. The new White House team is
ready to move ahead and help US save ourselves from the disastrous fate another -zero- term
would do.

On a personal note: Residing in Congressman Ryan's district, I have participated in his Town Hall
meetings - and while I don't always agree with his voting record -  I can vouch for his equanimity, his
acumen and capacity to keep a cool head when under fire - valuable timely traits he and Romney
share. Two real statesmen vs. two liars in chief should be an easy choice - but only if all of US team
up to wake up and mobilize more Americans to reverse the mistake of 2008's election and get our
economy moving again. 

Picture, for instance, Ryan in debate vs. Biden where this next VP would dizzy the current dodgy
VP's sloppy misstatements with actual statistics and real facts! Doubt that Biden will ever be willing

to face Ryan in such a public showdown - but it's fun to imagine that match-up which illustrates the

contrast between the two camps.

Now is our time to believe in America and work for this ticket to reclaim our nation's future,
 
Jacquerie, WAM Strategist
Wake Up America Movement

Links for more information on this vital topic:

http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/world/54676556-68/romney-ryan-announcement-saturday.html.csp?
page=1

http://politicalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2012/08/11/romney-to-announce-running-mate-saturday-morning/

Food for Life

  Show your support for this patriot's products
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From: Wake Up America Movement
To: Kaleb Bennett
Subject: WAM Alert: Important GOP Senate Primary Tuesday - remind WI voters
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 6:25:32 PM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

Reminder Vital WI GOP Primary Tuesday Aug 14

August 12, 2012 WAM Alert: Support a New Senate!

Dear Kaleb,

Just a reminder that the Primary election in the state of Wisconsin is tomorrow.
The results will determine which GOP candidate gets the nod to oppose Tammy
Baldwin, gay lib DEM currently serving in the U.S. House - who wants more power as a
Senator.  

Some say Tommy Thompson, the well known former GOP governor is the safest choice -
and may bolster support for the GOP ticket. However, others feel his record indicates
that he may be too compromising as a U.S. Senator.

Newcomer to politics, Hovde, has run some good ads with great promises. However, his
background in D.C. is longstanding and some are concerned he may not be trustworthy.

Both Senator Jim DeMint and Senator Rand Paul have endorsed Mark Neumann, a
former Representative, whom they believe will serve with integrity. See a copy of Rand
Paul's request to support Neumann below. 

Odds are you may not live in WI - but it's equally likely that if you forward this email
along, it will reach some Wisconsinites and remind them to vote!
 
Wisconsinites be prepared! If Neumann does win this primary, it will take strong on-
the-ground efforts for him to beat Baldwin in November. Why? Because the DEM party
will campaign much harder - and flood the state with scare tactic attack ads - to keep
him out.   
 
Thanks for your help in turning out the WI vote. Every GOP candidate for the
Senate can make a historic difference - in this of all elections!
 
 

Have election information you

want to share? Send it to

 wamtoday@wamaction.info 

COMING SOON -

WATCH FOR WAM
ELECTION 2012 OVERVIEW

Join WAM Mailing List!

 

HELP Get out the Vote
Wisconsin Primary 
Tuesday August 14
 

Go here for Voter
information on races,
polling place, hours, etc.
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for a Report on current
Election trends based on
recent nationwide Primary
results. 
 

 

Take A Stand! 

 

http://wisconsinvote.org/ 

Pass on this information to
your contact list to help
alert and assist Wisconsin
voters.  

RAND PAUL endorses Mark Neumann for Senator   
Wisconsin conservatives face an important choice tomorrow in their contest to determine the
Republican nominee for senate. In a crowded field, many candidates have tried to lay claim to
the mantle of true conservative. But only one candidate actually measures up to the values you
and I hold dear.

That candidate is Representative Mark Neumann.

Mark has a long history of standing up to the establishment in both parties and fighting to
slash spending and restore limited government. Mark's been endorsed by a host of grassroots
conservative organizations and I am proud to list RANDPAC amongst his supporters.

While Mark is locked in a tight four-way race, the polls have shown him surging.  He is clearly
the momentum candidate as conservatives in Wisconsin realize he is the only candidate in the
race who is a 100% vote to repeal ObamaCare and dismantle President Obama's socialist
agenda.

Unfortunately, his other two main opponents are trying to erect a big money smokescreen to
fool voters into thinking they are a conservative. Former Governor Tommy Thompson, who is
being propped up by establishment insiders, championed the individual mandate and declared
ObamaCare was "an important first step."

And hedge fund manager Eric Hovde is pouring millions from his personal fortune into this
race to disguise the fact he donated money to the campaign of liberal former Governor Jim
Doyle, proudly declared he is willing to pay higher taxes, and has not ruled out voting for tax
increases in the future.

This race is crucial because Mark is running in an open seat race to succeed a liberal
Democrat.
This is one of four seats conservatives need to yank away from Democrats to build a
conservative majority that will repeal ObamaCare and fight for conservative values.

So the choice is clear: conservatives can rally around Mark's candidacy or a moderate will ride
a divided conservative electorate to victory.

That's why I ask you to not only vote for Mark Neumann in tomorrow's Wisconsin Primary,
but also to make sure five of your friends and relatives make it out to the polls and support
Mark as well. As the Senate contests in Indiana and Texas have proved, when conservatives
are united and show up to the polls, the establishment doesn't stand a chance.

Let's send another shockwave tomorrow,

Rand  

GO NOW FOR FREE SAMPLE  These products distributed by Patriots Heart CJ & Tallu
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Save
25%  

 

This special offer to patriots is tasty, affordable with discount and FREE sample Now! 
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From: Wake Up America Movement
To: Kaleb Bennett
Subject: WAM Alert: Elections soon: Why and How We Must Win
Date: Saturday, March 03, 2012 11:01:01 AM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

Staying informed, getting involved and working together is the only way to reform and preserve our nation

March 2012 Election 2012 Alert
Dear Kaleb,

WAM is working to update the website with vital Capitol Hill voting records and we're researching
authentic reform candidates for Congress - to spread the word. In 2010 WAM election trackers, based
on candidate evaluations and Congressional voting records, had real impact informing intelligent
voters and reform-minded activists like you. Since then, we've continued to Watch Washington
diligently and will soon have much to report of what we've found!  

As we all know this last term's deadlock between the House and Senate has virtually immobilized D.C.
But at least that has slowed the momentum of Obama's deadly agenda. This November is our time to
reverse its course completely and move D.C. to restore Constitutional standards, reform corruption,
special interest control and excessive regulation.WAM is now striving to review and prepare to release
candidate reviews and smart strategies to retake the White House, take back the Senate and weed
out Representatives who haven't been true to their platforms and promises. 

If you hear of a worthy candidate for national office, do let us know so WAM can spread the word.
And watch for ongoing WAM alerts. It's only because of concerned active citizens like you that we've
all made it this far. We all know that this November will set the direction of our country - to sink or
swim - for many years to come. So, thanks for staying alert and passing on these WAM alerts in your
blog posts, social sites and by forwarded email to your friends and family.  

By smart strategy and working together, we retook the House of Representatives in 2010.
Maintaining our determination and commitment to self government is how we can win - across the
board - in 2012!

Everything WAM does is all volunteer. If you will spare some time to assist in these vital pre-election
preparations, your assistance is greatly appreciated. Whether you can help - a little or a lot, please
send an email to wamtoday@wamaction.info 
 

Watch for your upcoming WAM Alert emails to be informed on vital races and vote records!

 

The Campaign Trail

obama in new york 
more arrogant than ever
 

Taking his illusions of grandeur

from the sublime to ridiculous, at

a $38,000 per plate fundraiser,

the failing Chief Exec alluded in

his speech to Ghandi and

Mandala as prior examples of

how "change is hard." Where
did he study history we wonder?

Worst Outrage Ever

Goodbye
Religious freedom 
Capitol Hill photo

ObamaCare would like to us to

Reformer Under Fire

PA Senate race help!

Pennsylvania primary is coming

up in April and reformers are

being asked urgently to help. 

DAVID CHRISTIAN for Senate

A veteran, hero and Reagan

Republican - yet the state party

chair and Governor is backing

WELCH instead. Why does it
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They saved their people. He's
been destroying US!

meanwhile . . .even dark days
have a silver lining . . .
 

REFORM ENEMY #1 Senator

Olympia Snowe of Maine has

announced she will not run for

re-election. Claims are that's

bad news for the GOP but she

didn't vote against DEMS

anyway. Here is the only GOP

now running for this crucial

Senate seat in November. Help

him anyway you can

 

AMBROISE FOR SENATE

 

Thoughts on the Tea Party

 

 

Preparing for
Election Action!

NEW PROACTIVE 2012

RESOURCES COMING ON

WAM SITE SOON  

WAM is now organizing on site

Action Tools for 2012 Election  

to include

* Voter Fraud Protection

* Grass Roots Campaign Tips

* Capitol Hill Voting Records

* Worthy New Candidate Alerts

Have any good materials to
help? Send them on in! 

welcome free license and no

conscience for all instead. 

The NEW DEFINITION OF

HEALTH CARE? Speaking

before Congress this week, a

female law student bemoaned

how - being a student - she

can't afford the $3000 for birth

control so that she can enjoy a

"social life." 

Do we really all want to pay for

other people's indiscretions.

Shouldn't that be up to them?

And with the "morning after" pill

included - this amounts to

government paid and

sponsored quickie abortions for

all. 

The most dangerous part of

this outrage - aside from the

possible compromise or shut

down of Catholic hospitals?

Health Secretary Sebelius

testified that FREE FED birth

control is a great cost savings-

due to the pregnancies

avoided. Will we be a genocidal
nation - and all pitch in to pay
for that?
CLEAREST CASE EVER: WE

MUST DEFEAT OBAMA AND

HIS SENATE THIS YEAR! 

 

Good news worth knowing!

Former President Clinton this
week announced his support of
the keystone pipeline the same
day obama's press secretary
said any who do that are fools.
 
Looks like those two are getting
even less friendlier than usual.
Chinks in DEM party agreement
will work against Obama - see
new DNC Chairman Wasserman
Schultz put her foot-in-mouth! 

matter? Welch switched parties

to vote for Obama and in 2006

campaigned for Sestak, the

notorious party turncoat!  This

is NOT a man we want in the

Senate. Yet he's gotten the

backing to try to throw Tea

Party D. CHRISTIAN off the

ballot. 

Here's a PA Senate candidate

worth knowing . Help any way

you can. R.I.N.O.s are aiming

to get this true reformer out of

the race! In PA, spread the

word. Out of state donations

and national exposure of what's

happening in PA are vital now. 

He's a great guy - 

SEE HIS SITE HERE.

Breitbart Leaves but his
Spirit Lives on
No one

person has

had more

impact on

waking up

America

that this biggovernment.com

founder. 

See his last public speech - at

CPAC here. He will continue to

inspire all of US. His expose

video on Obama is said to be

ready for viewing next month.

When it comes out, WAM will

let you know, so you can

spread it around! 

It is odd that mainstream media

immediately announced he died

"of natural causes" - although

no autopsy had yet been done.

Join Our Mailing List!

 

Ways
to 

WAM 2010 Election Trackers were spread by volunteers like you, coast to coast. This helped

inform voters and activists of where support was worthwhile and which races would be most

influential in outcome. Voting records and candidate platforms were investigated comprehensively

to provide these SMART STRATEGIES - Thanks to you spreading the word, more than 80 WAM
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Help recommended candidates were elected. Many of these have since worked on new reform

legislation - but it's been blocked in the Senate. Now is our chance to get these reforms moving -

by electing enough of the right people who will really follow through. If you can help compile this

VITAL PRE-ELECTION INFORMATION please let us know. No experience needed - just a

burning desire to get Obama & company OUT!

EMAIL WAM: WAMtoday@wamaction.info                                              THANKS for all you are and do!

 

SPECIAL OFFER for PATRIOTS. GREAT NEW FOOD. And YOU get a special deal to try it out.
Tasty healthy preserved meals to store for later - or enjoy for convenience now. 
From our friends and fellow volunteer activists at Patriot's Heart Network. FREE FOOD! 
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From: ShePAC
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: War By Women
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2012 1:39:53 PM

ShePAC Logo

 

Friend,

We have a strategy to stop Harry Reid in his tracks – and we think you’ll like it.

The Obama agenda in the Democrat-led Senate poses one of the greatest threats to our
freedoms in recent memory. In 2010, common sense conservatives were able to
dethrone Speaker Nancy Pelosi. In 2012, we have a strategy to do the same to Harry
Reid – and our path to victory is with five straight talking, common sense Republican
women.

Congressional approval ratings are in the tank, currently sitting at 13%. The male
dominated, Democrat-led Senate has talked for over 1,050 days about the still-absent
budget. Every day that passes with idle talk from career politicians is a day that our
children sink further into debt. Today, each American child owes an astounding
$50,017.33 of the national debt. Under the cloak of darkness, this Senate passed
Obamacare strictly along partisan lines and has spurned efforts to undo this disastrous
legislation.

Our country is in peril, but this do-nothing body just yesterday earned the honor of
being the laziest U.S. Senate in the last twenty years, as voted by Senate historians.
Have you had enough? Well, we have too. And we need your help to make a change.

With the Senate hanging in the balance, the 2012 election marks a historic opportunity
to turn the war on women into a war by women. President Obama and Senator Harry
Reid fulfill every conservative woman’s worst nightmare--all the wrong talk with no
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action. Conservative role model Margaret Thatcher once said -- and her words resonate
to today's do-nothing Congress -- "If you want something said, ask a man. If you want
something done, ask a woman." With your help, we can shake Washington up and not
only change the team in the Senate, but also the players.

Click here to see our video endorsement

In November, we can send five fearless, common sense women--Deb Fischer, Sarah
Steelman, Heather Wilson, Linda Lingle, and Linda McMahon--to take the majority in
the US Senate. These five women will fight for our freedom: repeal Obamacare, lower
taxes, eliminate our children's growing debt and change the way Washington works.
Find out more about these women by clicking here.

If we do not elect these five bold, patriotic women this November, the Senate will have
only two Republican women. Each of The Five are either leading or within striking
distance of their liberal opponents, which means the time to act is now! Donate $5 to
each of The Five today to ensure that we are able to send these reformers to shake
up Washington! Let's Stop Harry Reid, and get the Senate working for us again with
these five great women.

Sincerely,

Teri Christoph
Suzanne Haik Terrell
Tim Crawford

PS – Forget about the war on women, this is a war BY women. Can we count on you to
donate $25, $50, $75 or more to make sure there will be principled leadership in
Washington come 2013?
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From: GovTech Today
To: Governor Mail-In
Subject: Washington, D.C."s Justice Network, Wi-Fi for Heart Attacks
Date: Monday, April 02, 2012 6:13:45 AM

Subscribe to Government Technology  |  View Newsletter in Browser

Monday, April  2, 2012

Top Story

Washington, D.C.’s Criminal Case Initiation Project Automates Court Processes

Multiple arresting agencies in Washington, D.C., collaborate and hammer out agreements to build a law

enforcement and justice information network.

Advertisement

Government Technology's Library
White papers, case studies, how-to guides, books and contributed solutions...

Download them all here.

News and Features

Heart Attack Treatment in St. Louis Speeds Up With Wi-Fi 

Remote transmission of electrocardiograms from ambulances gives patients a fighting chance to live.

Kentucky Becomes an Energy Star Superstar 

Kentucky’s many green initiatives garnered the 2012 Energy Star Partner of the Year award – a first for a

state government, officials say.

California Says Child Welfare Data Is Missing

Storage devices lost in the mail are not believed to have been accessed or misused, officials said.

Question of the Day

How many tweets related to health-care reform were there on the day the Affordable Care Act passed the

U.S. House of representatives?

Most Popular

Will the ‘Dot-NYC’ Domain Start a Trend? Maybe Not

New York City is pursuing its own “dot-nyc” top-level domain extension, but other cities might not follow

suit. Here’s why.

mailto:newsletters@govtech.com
mailto:Governor@gov.ok.gov
http://www.govtech.com/magazines/gt/subscribe/?elq=bf10ab0714334679a78637f83be179d8
http://app.mailings.erepublic.com/es.asp?s=1222&e=309151&elq=bf10ab0714334679a78637f83be179d8
http://app.mailings.erepublic.com/e/er?s=1222&lid=20855&elq=bf10ab0714334679a78637f83be179d8
http://app.mailings.erepublic.com/e/er?s=1222&lid=16397&elq=bf10ab0714334679a78637f83be179d8
http://app.mailings.erepublic.com/e/er?s=1222&lid=16397&elq=bf10ab0714334679a78637f83be179d8
http://app.mailings.erepublic.com/e/er?s=1222&lid=20856&elq=bf10ab0714334679a78637f83be179d8
http://app.mailings.erepublic.com/e/er?s=1222&lid=20857&elq=bf10ab0714334679a78637f83be179d8
http://app.mailings.erepublic.com/e/er?s=1222&lid=20863&elq=bf10ab0714334679a78637f83be179d8
http://app.mailings.erepublic.com/e/er?s=1222&lid=20854&elq=bf10ab0714334679a78637f83be179d8
http://app.mailings.erepublic.com/e/er?s=1222&lid=20854&elq=bf10ab0714334679a78637f83be179d8
http://app.mailings.erepublic.com/e/er?s=1222&lid=20753&elq=bf10ab0714334679a78637f83be179d8


A Q&A With Chicago’s Data Brain Trust

Chief Data Officer Brett Goldstein and his staff go in-depth about intercity collaboration, advanced data

mining, standardized definitions and data cataloging.

Editor's Choice

Health Insurance Exchanges Endure a ‘Year of Chaos’

Are the Supreme Court’s deliberations derailing state efforts?

Most Tweeted

The Best Social Media Cities — Local Governments Ranked

Where does your city government rank in its usage of Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, according to a

University of Illinois at Chicago study?

Industry Papers

Get Started with Cloud 
Do you consider cloud to be all about IT infrastructure? Think again. Cloud

applications and services enable business innovation and IT transformation. Cloud

enables innovation and transformation by lowering business and IT operating costs

and improving business and IT processes by standardizing applications, infrastructure

and service processes. Download the paper here.

2012 Cloud Trends – How Should You Prepare HR and IT
For the fourth year in a row, Workday's annual discussion on trends in HR was an

informative and exuberant event. Top IT, HR, and Talent Management analysts and

consultants gathered to discuss their predictions for 2012 with critical trends and offer

advice on how you should prepare for the year ahead. 

Download the paper here.

Managed Network Services for State Government Agencies 
This white paper presents an overview of Hughes’ new Converged Broadband

Architecture (CBA) with patent pending ActiveQoSTM technology which overcomes

the inherent performance challenges associated with running your data, voice and

video applications over a broadband network. CBA represents a truly new networking

paradigm by providing even faster performance than MPLS, over affordable

broadband for the distributed government network. Download the paper here.

Top Headlines from GovTech's Sister Sites

Struggling Cities Strike Deals to Solve Fiscal Problems

More cities are making private deals to save their finances. The results aren’t always good.

Professionals Debate the Need for Emergency Management Certification

Emergency managers disagree about how useful the CEM certification is to individuals and to the

profession.

What Makes a Technology Visionary?

The Intelligent Community Foundation honors Australia’s Stephen Conroy as its Visionary of the Year for
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From: Heidi Bonner
To: Governor Info
Subject: Way to go OK!
Date: Sunday, July 22, 2012 7:34:38 AM

Way to go OK with your stance on Obamacare! We pray that PA and

other states will have the guts to do the same. God bless you all.

mailto:heidiannebonner@yahoo.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov


From: Rhonda Craig
To: Governor Info
Subject: We oppose obamacare.
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 2:36:46 PM

Dear Governor Fallin,
The people of Oklahoma have made their position clear- we want the
government out of our healthcare! Are you willing to stand with the
people of Oklahoma and resist the implementation of ObamaCare?
Specifically, we are asking you to:
1. To oppose any implementation of a health insurance exchange-state
based or otherwise
2. To terminate the Oklahoma Health Information Trust (OHIET)
And
1. To oppose any expansion of Medicaid in the state of Oklahoma,
including the acceptance of any federal funding for the purpose of
expanding Medicaid
The courtesy of your reply is appreciated.
Sincerely,
Dick and Rhonda Craig
 

mailto:rhondacraig@suddenlink.net
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From: Judith Bryan
To: daledewitt@okhouse.gov; McNeil Rep. Skye; Shannon Rep. T.W.; Branan Senator Cliff; Brinkley Senator Rick;

Schulz Senator Mike; Bingman Senator Brian; Governor Info
Subject: We the People of Oklahoma, ask of you....
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 10:40:04 AM

Dear Governor and Congressmen:
 
We the People of Oklahoma have made our position clear.  We want the
government out of our healthcare!
 
We are specifically asking of you:
 
1.  To oppose any expansion of Medicaid in the state of Oklahoma, including the
acceptance of any federal funding for the purpose of expanding Medicaid.
 
2.  To oppose any implementation of a health insurance exhange, state-based, or
otherwise.
 
3.  To terminate the Oklahoma Health Information Trust (OHIET).
 
The courtesy of your reply is appreciated.
 
 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Bryan

Oklahoma City, OK 73132

 



From: Cody Inman
To: "maryfallin "; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Weekly Constituent Report - Sep 17-21, 2012
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 5:55:38 PM

 

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin

Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler

From:   Cody Inman, Marcia Crawford, Kandi
Batts

Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  September 17- September 21 2012    

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 21% 19 15

All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates. // 7- Please pardon
Jerome Ersland.

Burn Ban 21% 3 31 Please lift burn ban.

DHS 5% 3 5
Complaints on DHS county case workers and/or help with child
support //  child support issues

Corrections 6% 3 7
10- Complaints on DOC staff or facility conditions. 1- New policy on
inmate money transfers -- too expensive.

Elections 1% 1   1- Please make sure all candidates on state ballot are legitimate.

General Comments 4% 7   7- Random issues, expressing frustrations with government.

Disability/ Social Security
Concerns 2% 3   3- Please help with disability benefits.

Public Safety 1% 2   2-  Complaints about long lines at drivers license facilities.

Municipal Government 10% 6 10
11-  Referrals to city government. // 5- Complaints on county
sheriffs.

Labor 1% 2   2- Please increase state minimum wage

Immigration 3% 5  

5-  Fax -Would like the governor to sign executive orders like
Mississippi and Arizona regarding immigration laws in the state.
(Form email)

Kid/Tourism Mail 3% 5   5 - Please send a pictures and information about the governor.

Medical Marijuana 1% 2   2 - Please legalize the use of medical marijuana in Oklahoma.

Transportation 2% 3  
3- Please ensure that our roads and bridges projects are properly
funded.

Tax Commission 1% 1  
1- asking that the tax commission allow for paperless notifications
about tax changes.

Unmanned Drones 1% 1   Please reverse decision on allowing drones to be used in Oklahoma.

SORC 5% 7 2 9- Please keep facility open.

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=002299
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Obamacare 1% 1 1 Do not allow RFID chips to implanted in children.

Animal Rights 1% 1   Please increase awareness of pet adoption.

Thank you 6% 7 3

7- Letters letting the governor know that she is doing a great job in
Oklahoma. // 3- Calls to let the governor know she is doing a great
job.

RNC Speech 1% 2   2 - Great job on speech.

TOTAL 86 74  

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by completing the
survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Cody Inman; Brett Thomas; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Weekly Constituent Services Report: Feb. 27 - Mar. 2
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:59:32 PM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  Feb. 27 - March 2, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardon and Parole 24% 27 33
All correspondence/phone calls relate to P&P certificates or inquires
about how to obtain a pardon/parole

Human Services 17% 19 24

1- Records Request // 1 - Visitation // 19 - Opposed to the closing of
SORC and NORCE // 2 - In favor of drug tests for benefits // 4 - Child
Support // 1 - Overhaul DHS // 8 - Child Protection // 4 - Adult
Protective Services  // 2 - SNAP benefits

Taxes 15% 28 9

4 - Concern over the tax proposal due to veterans deductions  // 13
- Concern over the tax proposal due to social security // 8 - Concern
due to retirement (including military retirement) income deductions
// Letter from a state employee that is in favor of efforts to reduce
the income tax, but would prefer that state employees be given a
raise first // Constituent is concerned that the only income bracket
that will see benefit is the $30,000-$40,000 range // NBCT bonuses
should be given before the income tax rate is reduced //
Constituent is considering moving to Texas if income tax reduction
is not passed // The tax plan will hurt seniors // The goals of the
state of the state cannot be achieved if the income tax is eliminated
// If deductions are eliminated and taxes are lowered, it is still a tax
increase // General email of opposition // A plan that raises taxes
for 30% of the population is not a tax reduction // DHS needs to be
reorganized before taxes are cut // A tax on beer and cigarettes
would help fund the Capitol repairs

Unemployment 9% 14 9 Assistance with benefits

Corrections 6% 9 6 Complaints about facilities, staff, conditions, misconduct, etc…

Municipal Issues 5% 7 5 Complaints about county jails

Immigration 4% 5 6
Fax transmissions advocating that welfare benefits not be provided
to illegal aliens

Transportation 4% 9

Complaint about the quality of work being done by ODOT
contractors // 8 postcards advocating for passenger rail service
from Ft. Worth to Kansas City through OKC

Jerome Ersland 4% 8 2 Constituents are advocating pardon

Education 2% 4 2

All schools should have metal detectors // Islamic teachings should
not be allowed in schools // Surplus funds should fund retired
teachers benefits // Oklahoma should provide specialized
instruction for students with dyslexia, similar to Texas

Oklahoma Capital Investment
Board 2% 5  

Letters of support for OCIB, one from the former Secretary of
Commerce under Henry Bellmon that set OCIB up

Guns 2% 4
3 constituents against open carry // If open carry is passed, a
holster that requires a thumb release should be mandatory

Health Care 2% 4 1

Email in favor of Obamacare // Griffin Memorial Hospital has too
many violent offenders in the substance abuse program // 2
complaints about Sooner Care processes // Please do not institute
the health care exchange in Oklahoma

Constituents are against any cuts to OETA // The state should

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=175247
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Budget 1% 1 2 explore open source software to reduce the budget

Federal Issues 1% 2

Constituent would like legislation to be introduced to nullify the
National Defense Authorization Act in Oklahoma // Please
denounce John Sullivan's comments

Miscellaneous 1% 3

An interim study should be done to review the effects of moving to
a unicameral legislature (like Nebraska) // OK should include crimes
committed because of sexual orientation as hate crimes // Blind
vendors are concerned about the legislation that will no longer give
priority to DRS for Capitol facilities (snack bar)

Energy 1% 3

Constituent does not believe he should be required to have a smart
meter on his home (OG&E customer) // Letter from Metro Tech
Centers illustrating their energy efficiency, similar to OSU's //
Support for the Keystone Pipeline

Aerospace 0% 1
More mayors need to be encouraged to denounce the Obama
administration's continued attacks on general aviation

Smoking Ban 0% 1 1 call against the smoking ban

Public Safety 0% 1  School buses in Oklahoma should have seat belts

Daylight Savings Time 0% 1  
Oklahoma should do away with Daylight Savings Time, and leave the
state on Permanent DST

TOTAL 155 100  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: mailer@infusionmail.com on behalf of Summer Ingram
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Weekly Prayer Update
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 9:28:02 AM

Interesting Image

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here 

Follow:

Weekly Prayer Update
Thank you for joining with Members of Congress who are praying for America! 

Following are relevant religious liberty issues from across the nation to keep in prayer. 

Watch Congressman Forbes share the Story of FindRoom219.

Learn more at The Faith Report.

National Religious Liberty Issues

Congressional Prayer Caucus - Year in Review 

This year the attacks on God, prayer and faith have increased dramatically, but they have not

gone unnoticed by our national and state leaders. The Congressional Prayer Caucus, an

official caucus of the U.S. House of Representatives, has proven to be an effective means to

push back the anti-God agenda. Read of their successful pro-active strategy being

implemented throughout the nation.

Athiest Groups Suing Cities Nationwide to Stop Prayer at Meetings 

Several atheist activist organizations are continuing to sue cities nationwide in an effort to stop

the prayers that open city hall meetings and other gatherings. Cities in California, Florida,

Missouri, New York and Tennessee are all currently fighting lawsuits from atheists groups that

seek to remove God from government, a battle that has raged in many municipalities for some

time. 

Liberty Univ. Case Could Either Gut or Sink Obamacare 

Mat Staver of the Liberty Counsel says this Supreme Court decision ordering a federal appeals

court to reconsider the university's challenge to ObamaCare is a huge step forward. "This, for

example, is a challenge against the employer mandate in general, across the board," he

explains. "And if we win that, that guts ObamaCare because [it] cannot operate if the employer

mandate is not in effect. It literally guts ObamaCare across the board."

Federal Court Temporarily Blocks HHS Mandate 
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The first private business owner to sue the Obama administration over its contraception

mandate has won a small victory in the larger battle to preserve his religious liberty. 

Bipartisan House Bill Would Add Religious Exemption to Obamacare
Mandate 

A bipartisan bill in the House would expand the religious exemption to the insurance mandate

in Obamacare, allowing those with a religious objection to absolve themselves of the mandate's

health insurance requirement with an affidavit. 

State Religious Liberty Issues 

KS: Complaint Forces Buhler to Take Cross Off City Seal 
BUHLER, Kan.) -- Some people want to see Buhler's city seal change and the mayor says, it's

a battle that's just too expensive to fight.

IL: Suit Challenges Village's Policy That Excludes Religious Programs 
Liberty Counsel, a Christian educational and advocacy group, announced yesterday that it has

filed suit in an Illinois federal district court challenging Plainfield, Illinois' policy regarding use of

its Community Rooms by outside groups. The Policy (full text), while permitting a wide variety

of meetings, programs and activities, excludes use of the rooms for a dozen specific types of

activities including use for "Religious services or other religious purposes." 

MI: Nativity Scene to be Displayed 

A longstanding, local tradition returns to Warren, Michigan for the 2012 Christmas season as

John Satawa is scheduled to reinstall his family's nativity scene on the public median between

Mound and Chicago Roads on Saturday, December 15. 

MO: Group Has Standing to Sue Over Jesus Statue 

In Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc. v. Weber, (D MT, Nov. 27, 2012), a Montana

federal district court held that an advocacy organization has standing to bring an Establishment

Clause challenge to the decision by the U.S. Forest Service to allow the continued presence of

a statue of Jesus on National Forest Service land within Whitefish Mountain Resort. (See prior

posting.)

RI: Governor Removes "Christmas" Again 

Providence, RI - For the second year, Rhode Island Governor Lincoln Chafee will not use

"Christmas" to describe the evergreen tree decorated to celebrate December 25. "Governor,

what do you call a green, pointed, prickly tree we decorate in December? Everyone except for

the governor knows it's a Christmas tree," said Mat Staver, Founder and Chairman of Liberty

Counsel. 

TN: Appeal Filed After Prayer Injunction Denied 

In a 46-page brief filed with 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati, Flores contends

that "even one or two" prayers under the new policy were proof enough to show that the

commission has not changed its ways and that the prayers still cause harm to those who feel

excluded and isolated by them.

Ongoing Prayer Issues 

'In God We Trust' Across America 

Let's raise our flags and 'put up' our National Motto! Learn more at www.cpcfoundation.com.
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Keep Praying About Anti-God Groups Like Secular Coalition of America,
ACLU, Freedom From Religion Foundation, etc. 
View the strategy of the Secular Coalition of America. 

Religious Liberty Lawsuits Nationwide 

Pray for the religious liberty lawsuits that are taking place across this nation. Click on the links

below for details:

Freedom From Religion Foundation 
ACLU 
AHA 
Secular Coalition for America 
Military Religious Freedom Foundation

Remember To Pray For Your National, State, and Local Leaders;
including Executive Branch, Judicial Branch, Legislative
Branch, Military, Media, etc.

Congressman Ed Royce 
Member, Congressional Prayer Caucus

Representative Dale Crafts
Chairman, Maine Prayer Caucus
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From: David Walden
To: Governor Info
Subject: Your decision Re: state based exchange system or participate in the expansion of Medicaid
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 1:38:14 PM

Dear Governor Fallin:

I am writing to express my appreciation to you for your announcement that Oklahoma will
not pursue the creation of a state based exchange system or participate in the expansion of
Medicaid.

Sincerely
 
Thomas Walden

Broken Arrow, OK 74012



From: Albert Poland
To: Governor Info
Subject: your heroic stance
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 12:42:07 PM

thank you gov fallin...my father fought in the korean war,i volunteered for the vietnam war,
did not go in country, my two sons are in the air force. one back from afghanistan and one in
the nsa. we all have our metals. i want you to know that your actions let me know that you
know what sacrifice and accountability truly mean. none of us wants our government to
become socialist etc. we all love our constitution, bill of rights and our united states. however
we cannot continue with our increasing debt or obama's direction for our country. i cannot
imagine the immense pressure you must have deciding issues of immigration, states
rights,obamacare,etc. i hope we do not have to split from the federal government in order to
preserve our states rights and our constitutional rights but, if this is necessary i pray you have
statesman around you that will do the right thing for the people of oklahoma.   with all my
prayers  best regards albertpoland jr
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Marco Rubio was born in
Florida in 1975 to two Cuban
immigrant parents who were
not yet naturalized, but the
Republican Party is ignoring
his non-natural born Citizen

status

PLAYING THE RUBIO ROULETTE WHEEL

by William Lolli, ©2011

(Jul. 14, 2011) — The Republican Party Leadership and their
MSM acolytes don’t know it yet, but they are setting
themselves up as willfully ignorant participants in the further
erosion of the US Constitution, as well as the possible
implosion of our political system.

The Republican establishment, many TEA Party activists, and
neo-con rank & files are all giddy with 2012 anticipation, as it
appears that the Vice Presidential nominee has already been
given the nod by the broadest spectrum of conservative
politicos.

Marco Rubio is without doubt the darling child on the 2012
horizon. He is conservative, smart, articulate, principled, and
can handle himself with senatorial equanimity in and out of a
debate environment.

The July 11 edition of Hannity presented a segment with Dick
Morris, where both host and guest gushed over the probability
of Rubio being the VP-pick of any candidate who wins the
Republican nomination.

The Birther Community, on the other hand, had an alarmingly negative, backside cattle-prod
reaction for the simple reason that Marco Rubio is Article II, Section 1 ineligible to the POTUS
office.

As has been pointed out elsewhere on the internet, Marco Rubio, born on US soil in 1971, was
born to foreign [Cuban exile] parents. Marco’s father Mario did not apply for Naturalized
Citizenship until 1975, four years after Marco was born. Thus, without two citizen parents,
Marco Rubio is not Natural Born. Marco Rubio is a citizen, for certain, as the 14th Amendment
and elsewhere are clear about the positive law process of naturalization-at-birth for children
born on the soil; but Natural Born, he is not.

A copy of Mario Rubio’s September 1975 Petition for Naturalization can be viewed here.

The Birther Community are not the only ones interested in the fact that there is a
Constitutionally blind love-affair with Rubio; Salon.com has also addressed and taken advantage
of the issue, alleging the if the Birthers ‘go after’ Rubio for his unconstitutional qualifications, it
“proves” that all Birthers are racist. Their race-card play is based upon the nexus linking one
brown-skinned, half-white ineligible [Obama] with another brown-skinned semi-white
ineligible [Rubio].

The race-rant is of course stupid, lacking in substance, an effort to distract, and demagogic
boob-bait for the Marxist Masses—but the position has the tacit support of the mainstream
media and thus is used as a tool to successfully oppress Birther debate.

So what has all this got to do with MAD Reverse Birther Leverage, as indicated in my first
article?

Quite simply, the blind acceptance of Rubio as being a Natural Born, constitutionally-eligible
candidate for VP by the Republican establishment is tantamount to handing a political weapon
to Obama and The Powers That Be.

From: Ms Miki Booth
Subject: You"re either a Birther or you"re not - You either share this or you don"t - Are you with us or against us?
Date: Thursday, July 14, 2011 9:31:25 AM
Attachments: 1 johnjay1787lettertogeorgewashington.jpg

At the very least, everyone receiving this knows that the Constitution of the United States of America is under assault. You need to pay attention to this
issue because if we allow this to go unchallenged it is the death-knell of our rule of law.

In liberty

Miki
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If in the case, for example, where Obama acts-out a psychological, ‘Bill Ayers, Dorhn, Cloward
and Piven’ meltdown, pressing forward his Chicago-style plans to “fundamentally change
America,” the presence of Marco Rubio on the Republican 2012 ticket gives Obama all the tools
he needs to create political and financial chaos.

As alluded to in my previous article, all Obama need do to take advantage of an Anybody &
Rubio Ticket is to make an issue from the bully pulpit that his birth certificate is a fake, that it
never really mattered where he was born, that he is an American by virtue of declarative fiat—
and most importantly, that the Republicans agree with these notions since he has mountains of
Republican congressional letters, emails, and faxes to constituents declaring that he was freely
elected and certified by the Electoral College.

And the icing on the cake: Republicans agree that the Natural Born Clause is
irrelevant, by virtue of the fact that Marco Rubio is on the 2012 Ticket.

Thus:  ‘If you try to remove me from office, you are a racist, a hypocrite, and have no legal
foundation.’

Such a series of pronouncements would divide the Republican Party, throw its nomination
processes and the 2012 election into chaos and virtually assure Obama of a second term, at the
very least.

Of course, the Judiciary, as well as the Wall Street, banking, and Fed Powers That Be will be
happy to go along with a second Obama term, since the prospect of the nullification of an
Obama presidency due to ineligibility has always been feared.

Nullification of Obama would instantly remove two Supreme Court justices, reverse all court
appointments of judges and federal posts made by Obama and the decisions heretofore made;
reverse Obamacare, nullify the GM bond buyouts, reverse the GM stock sale to the Unions,
make internationally illegal the orders to soldiers in four Islamic Wars, wreck EPA rulings,
throw the SEC under the bus, drag BLM decisions back into court, confuse Federal Employee
Pension deals, force the return of bailout money made to the states, dump Bernanke’s 2009
second-term appointment – potentially nullifying all of the Bernak’s decisions, — the list goes
on.

So now you can see we are all playing Rubio Roulette. What we don’t know is how many spins of
the wheel we all have left.

© 2011, The Post & Email. All rights reserved internationally, unless otherwise specified. To
read more on our copyright restrictions, see our Copyright notice on the subheader of every
page, along the left margin.
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"The Constitution matters. The truth matters" - Terry Lakin

"Hope is not a strategy." - Gen. Thomas McInerney
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Youth Expo and Medicaid Expansion Articles
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 8:07:20 AM

 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120722_16_A1_CUTLIN213786
 
State has already given $2.45 million to Oklahoma Youth Expo, records
show
 
Attending a youth livestock show in March 2002 are Ron Norick (left), then-
Gov. Frank Keating, Cathy Keating, Youth Expo supporter Bob Funk and
then-Lt. Gov. Mary Fallin. Oklahoman file
1 / 2Showing image 1 of 2By WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer
Published: 7/22/2012  2:26 AM
Last Modified: 7/22/2012  7:10 AM
 
The Oklahoma Youth Expo - beneficiary of a planned $2 million state
Agriculture Department donation that has brought controversy - has
previously received $2.45 million from the department since 2002, state
records show.
 
But tax forms filed by the charity earlier this year show expenses for the
Oklahoma Youth Exposition Inc. were $693,866 higher than revenues in the
year that ended May 31, 2011.
 
It was the second time in three years that expenses substantially outpaced
revenue for the event, billed as the largest junior livestock show in the world,
according to the expo's reports to the IRS.
 
The Legislature's general appropriation bill - the $6.8 billion spending
measure that makes up the vast majority of the state budget for the year that
began July 1 - included a $2 million increase for the Agriculture Department.
 
While the bill didn't specify how the increased funding would be used,
legislative leaders and a spokesman for Gov. Mary Fallin have said there was
an informal agreement that the money would go to the expo.
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"The governor was presented with a budget deal that included funding for the
Youth Expo which she agreed to, along with legislative leaders," said Alex
Weintz, spokesman for Fallin. "She supported that funding at the time and
continues to support it."
 
But legislators who were part of the negotiations in the tripartite talks among
the governor's office, the House and the Senate, suggest it was Fallin's people
who were advocating funding for the youth expo.
 
 
Governor's influence
When asked if any legislators were pushing for the money in the talks, Sen.
Clark Jolley, R-Edmond, chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee,
said, "No, not really."
 
"It was not a request that originated in the Senate," Jolley said.
 
Rep. Earl Sears, R-Bartlesville, chairman of the House Appropriations and
Budget Committee, said he didn't know where the initial push for the $2
million came from. He thinks some House Agriculture Committee members
were aware of the request and supported it, but during the budget negotiations,
there was no question about who was championing the spending.
 
"There is no question in my mind that this request was coming from the
governor's side of the table," Sears said.
 
Rep. Mike Reynolds, R-Oklahoma City, has argued that the funding amounts
to a donation of state money to a private group and is unconstitutional. Last
week, he called on Agriculture Commissioner Jim Reese to block the
spending, but Reese, listed as a member of the expo's board of directors, said
the expenditure will be part of a legal contract between the department and the
expo, and he plans to move ahead with it.
 
Reynolds has suggested that the political influence of the expo's backers has
played a role in the funding.
 
Expo Chairman of the Board Bob Funk contributed approximately $180,700
to candidate and noncandidate committees between 2006 and July 11,
Oklahoma Ethics Commission data show. Most of the money was for



Republican candidates and causes.
 
Funk contributed $5,000 to Mary Fallin For Governor 2010 on June 30, 2009.
Fallin's campaign made a $1,000 contribution to the Oklahoma Youth Expo.
 
Funk has said it is "asinine" to suggest that his influence had anything to do
with the funding being approved.
 
Funk, Reese and other state leaders have said the expo is an important
program that teaches important values to future state leaders.
 
Reynolds said he is sure the expo does many important things, but he wants
the state constitution's requirements followed strictly.
 
"Since when does the governor, the head of the Department of Agriculture and
the so-called legislative leaders get to reach an 'understanding?' " he asked.
 
The spending doesn't pass the smell test for transparency, he said.
 
If state legislative leaders wanted transparent government, they would have
specified in the general appropriation bill how the money was to be spent.
 
"They would never dream of doing that because they knew the public would
riot over it," Reynolds said.
 
 
$2.45 million
Jolley, chairman of the Senate Budget Committee, said he has concerns about
how to make legislative spending bills more specific.
 
"I actually had this conversation with our fiscal staff the other day ... how are
we going to do this stuff in the future because I don't like how we are doing it
currently," Jolley said. "I don't think we're putting nearly enough legislative
direction as to where these monies will be spent."
 
But legislative specificity in spending bills can be tricky business, he said.
 
Some years the Legislature has limited how money can be spent and other
years it has not. Both methods have their potential problems, he said. If the



Legislature specifies spending, the state constitution gives the governor the
opportunity to veto the line item. That means the agency gets the money but
not any direction on how to spend it, he said.
 
Meanwhile, the state Agriculture Department corrected statements from last
week about how much money the youth expo has gotten from its budget in
past years.
 
Last week, an Agriculture Department official said the department's budget
has included $125,000 a year for the expo since 2002.
 
In fact, the agency's payments to the expo have never been $125,000,
according to records released by the department. Between 2002 and 2005, the
amount varied from $50,000 to $55,000. In 2006, the amount was $100,000.
From 2006 to 2010, the amount was $200,000 with an additional $1 million in
2008 for an endowment in memory of the expo's executive director, who died
in a plane crash.
 
In 2011, the amount went down to $167,000, and in 2012, it was $175,000.
 
For the 11-year period, the total was $2.45 million, including the endowment
money.
 
All of the money, including the planned $2 million spending this year, came
from the state's general revenue fund, several officials said.
 
Last week, Reynolds said the money was coming from fees paid to the
Secretary of State's Office, which he said further clouded the legality of the
spending.
 
Sears recalled that during budget talks he said there wasn't enough money in
the state budget for the expo funding. At that point, representatives of the
governor volunteered $1 million from the secretary of state's funds and another
$1 million from the state's unclaimed property fund.
 
The money went into the general fund, and Sears emphasized that the money
could have been used for any of the spending in the state budget. Reynolds
said he still questions the connection of the expo spending and the secretary of
state's funds.



 
 
Financial questions
IRS forms filed by the expo suggest it has struggled at times financially.
 
Expo expenditures exceeded revenues by $693,866, the charity's 2010 IRS
reports show.
 
In 2009, revenues totaled more than $2.1 million and were $453,021 over
reported total expenses, reports for that year show.
 
In 2008, reported expenses were more than $600,000 over total revenue.
 
The Tulsa World put several financial questions drawn from the IRS reports to
expo Executive Director Tyler Norvell.
 
In response to several of the questions - including inquiries of what has
happened to the 2008 endowment money from the state - Norvell said, "We
are in the process of completing an audit, which I expect will be completed in
the next 30 to 60 days. I am still in the assessment phase of all operations and
will have a better grasp of prior year financial reportings once the audit is
completed."
 
Norvell was able to clarify $961,931 in "unsecured notes and loans payable to
unrelated third parties" reported on the most recent IRS form. The liability
represents scholarships accrual for future scholarships to youths, he said.
 
The most recent IRS form shows that Norvell receives no compensation from
the expo but receives $100,000 in reportable compensation from related
organizations.
 
The form - covering the period June 1, 2010, to May 31, 2011 - also says no
paid staff or volunteers attempted to influence state legislation.
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Sunday: State leaders face difficult choice on Medicaid expansion
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By WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer
Published: 7/21/2012  2:53 PM
Last Modified: 7/21/2012  2:53 PM
 
Last month’s U.S. Supreme Court decision upholding the constitutionality of
most of the Affordable Care Act left Gov. Mary Fallin and state lawmakers
with a difficult choice.
While the high court said most of the federal law was constitutional, it struck
down a mandate that states accept expansion of Medicaid coverage to include
families up to 133 percent of the poverty level ($30,657 for a family of four in
2012) or lose previous federal Medicaid funding.
Essentially, the ruling made the Medicaid expansion optional.
Accept the money and thousands of Oklahomans get medical care with the
federal government picking up the lion’s share of the cost.
Refuse it and save the federal and state governments billions and stymie the
progress of an unpopular expansion of federal government.
It’s a highly political decision that forces Fallin and lawmakers to weigh
issues of economics, health care policy and philosophy.
While some other Republican governors were quick to reject the Medicaid
money, Fallin has put off a policy call on the issue, possibly until after
November’s presidential election or even until next year’s legislative session.
Read pro and con arguments on expanding Medicaid in Sunday's World.
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120722_16_A1_Lastmo403242
Medicaid expansion has pros and cons
While it upheld most of the Affordable Care Act, the Supreme Court said the
Medicaid expansion was up to the states.
 
By WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer
 
Last month's U.S. Supreme Court decision upholding the constitutionality of
most of the Affordable Care Act left Gov. Mary Fallin and state lawmakers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120722_16_A1_Lastmo403242
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with a difficult choice.
 
While the high court said most of the federal law was constitutional, it struck
down a mandate that states accept expansion of Medicaid coverage to include
families up to 133 percent of the poverty level ($30,657 for a family of four in
2012) or lose previous federal Medicaid funding.
 
Essentially, the ruling made the Medicaid expansion optional.
 
Accept the money and thousands of Oklahomans get medical care with the
federal government picking up the lion's share of the cost.
 
Refuse it and save the federal and state governments billions and stymie the
progress of an unpopular expansion of federal government.
 
It's a highly political decision that forces Fallin and lawmakers to weigh issues
of economics, health-care policy and philosophy.
 
While some Republican governors were quick to reject the Medicaid money,
Fallin has put off a policy call on the issue, possibly until after November's
election or even until next year's legislative session.
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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New IRS rule to tax businesses conflicts with health care law 

OKLAHOMA CITY – Attorney General Scott Pruitt filed an amended complaint
Wednesday in Oklahoma federal court, challenging the implementation of certain provisions
of the Affordable Care Act. 

“Oklahoma is in a unique position with the only active lawsuit against the Affordable Care
Act to hold the federal government accountable in how it implements the law,” Pruitt said.
“Now that the Supreme Court has deemed the ACA a tax, and therefore constitutional, the
federal government must follow the law and proper procedures, and that is not being done.”   

The original lawsuit, filed in January 2011 in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District
of Oklahoma, challenged the health care act’s constitutionality under the Commerce Clause,
specifically whether the federal government had the power to mandate individuals to buy
health insurance as simply a condition of being a citizen. Oklahoma’s lawsuit was stayed by
Judge Ronald White until the U.S. Supreme Court issued a ruling in the Florida case.   

In June, the Supreme Court sided with the states, agreeing that the health care law had
exceeded its power under the Commerce Clause, but the Court gave authority to implement
the individual mandate as a tax under Congress’ Taxing Power. 

Following the decision, General Pruitt filed a request with Judge White to lift the stay on the
Oklahoma case, so new issues related to implementation of the act could be addressed. The
judge granted the request last week, lifting the stay.   

With Oklahoma’s lawsuit still at the district level, the state can amend the complaint, which
would not be allowed with cases on appeal. 

Among the issues raised in the complaint is a new IRS rule that violates the Administrative
Procedures Act and conflicts with the ACA. Oklahoma also is asking the Court to recognize
that because the Supreme Court deemed the health care act’s individual mandate a tax that it
no longer conflicts with Oklahoma’s constitutional provision that no law or rule can “compel
any person, employer or health care provider to participate in any health care system.” 

For a copy of the original and amended complaints or the state’s motion to lift the stay, go
online to www.oag.ok.gov.

###
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: follow up with wayne greene
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:57:00 PM

Wayne compliments my well crafted response and asks a follow up: " Should the state exchange include
a means for Oklahomans to take advantage of federal subsidies for purchasing health insurance?"

I would like to say: "The governor is satisfied with the direction the legislature has decided to move in."

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:55 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

That's well crafted. One follow-up: Should the state exchange include a means for Oklahomans to take
advantage of federal subsidies for purchasing health insurance?

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 3/2/2012 3:18 PM >>>
Wayne, Katie is not available but I have statements below attributable to me. Hope this helps.

Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?

            As Governor Fallin has previously said, she supports the construction of an online Oklahoma
private insurance network for two reasons. First, it will help to provide easier access to affordable health
insurance for a greater number of our citizens. That's why the legislature acted several years ago to lay
the groundwork for an online insurance network, and why conservative groups like the Heritage
Foundation have long been proposing the development of free market health insurance exchanges.
            Second, the governor wants to avoid, at all costs, a federal Obamacare exchange being forced
on the state of Oklahoma. Under current law, the federal government will impose an ObamaCare
exchange on Oklahoma by January 2013 if the state does not act. While Governor Fallin envisions a
marketplace governed by free market principles and consumer choice, President Obama does not. For
that reason alone, it is far preferable for the state of Oklahoma to design and create its own
marketplace than to have one imposed on it by Washington.
            The governor is glad the legislature has taken steps to create an Oklahoma-based online
marketplace. As the federal government is still changing and adopting its guidelines for state-based
exchanges, it is not entirely clear what a 'compliant' marketplace looks like. However, it is clear that
designing the kind of conservative, free-market online marketplace that we want in Oklahoma is a step
in the right direction.     

Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?

        There are several factors that go into whether or not the federal government is able to impose a
federal exchange on Oklahoma, including the outcome of the 2012 presidential elections and future
Supreme Court rulings. These things are largely outside the control of the governor and our state
legislators, although Governor Fallin sincerely hopes that we elect new leadership in Washington, just as
she hopes Oklahoma and other states are successful in their lawsuits against ObamaCare.

        What we can control is whether or not Oklahoma takes proactive steps to defend itself from
having a federal exchange forced upon it. Building an Oklahoma-based online marketplace consistent
with our values and the principles of consumer-choice is the best way to do that. 

-----Original Message-----
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From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:36 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

The two big ones:
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
tnx. wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 3/1/2012 10:29 AM >>>
I'll see what I can do. Anything specific other than what the gov's general position is?

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: health care exchagne

A:

Could I get some time on the phone this week with Katie Altshuler or you and Katie Altshuler to talk
about health insurance exchange issues?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: maryfallin ; Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper
Subject: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:53:00 AM

Governor Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme Court Decision to Hear
Arguments on President Obama’s Health Care Reform Law

 
                Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement on the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:
 
                “President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it
limit choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.
                “Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation
in Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.
                “The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as
unconstitutional as soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating
to those who believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to
crafting serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”    
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: for schedule asap
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:21:00 PM

Can you make sure the times below get on the schedule, also give them the address of the Hudiburg
studio and the contact info below.
Then email gov and CC me so she knows, in case she doesn’t get her schedule updated on time.
thanks
 

From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 2:52 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
Hi Alex,
 
We’re adding a couple of breaking news hits at the top of the show so we’ll need to start at
10:30pm EST/ 9:30pm CST now.  Please have the good governor arrive by 10:15pm EST/9:15pm
CST.  Thank you!
 
Joshua
212.301.5087
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 11:13 AM
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
Yes sir, sounds good. We’ll be there at 10 PM EST unless the hit time changes. thanks
 

From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
OK…Can we have her arrive 15-20 minutes before the hit time then?
 
Thanks!
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:55 AM
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: Re: Greta-tonight
 
She wont need makeup 
 
From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 09:39 AM
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To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: DelPriore, Samantha <Samantha.DelPriore@FOXNEWS.COM> 
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight 
 
Hi Alex,
 
This info should be plenty-thank you for sending.  The topic will be Gov’s position on setting up the
exchanges and in the impact Medicaid expansions is having on the state of Oklahoma.  Right now
those are the topics and if something is added, we’ll be sure to let you know.
 
The studio on Hudiburg Circle is being confirmed right now and I’ll make sure you have the
confirmation.  We’ve ordered makeup for the governor-does she still want that?  If she does we’d
like her to arrive to the studio 30 minutes prior to her hit for hair/makeup.  Exact hit time TBD but
it’s looking like 10:20pm EST/ 9:20pm CST. 
 
For any last minute issues or questions contact Samantha Delpriore (cc’d). Her cell is 917.499.0471,
desk is 212.301.5360.
 
Thank you!
 
Joshua
212.301.5087
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:01 AM
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
I think the statement below pretty thoroughly outlines her position on exchanges/Medicaid
expansion. Do you need more?
 
Also, will we be talking about just exchanges or exchanges and Medicaid expansion? Any other
topics we should be prepared to cover?
 
Can you confirm the studio is the one on Hudiburg Circle in OKC rub by Cox … and I assume if we
arrive 15-20 mins before the hit that will be sufficient?
 
If for any reason we have last minute issues or questions who should I call tonight?
 
I will be with the gov and can be reached at: 405-535-7317
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a
State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement
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mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or
participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This
choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care
law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the
implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen
Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange.
Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and
would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will
ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority
of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama
Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable,
costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating
annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal
money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing
the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid
expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public
safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a
massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the
federal government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first
will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,



should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions
for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
 
 

From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Greta-tonight
 
Good morning, Alex
 
Is the governor set for her interview tonight with Greta in the 10pm EST/9pm CST hour? Right now
I’m looking at a 10:15pm hit with Governor Fallin and I’ll be in touch if that changes.  Would you
mind sending me statements/press releases the Governor has put out related to health care
exchanges?
 
Thank you!
 
Joshua
 
Joshua McCarroll
Associate Producer, On the Record w/ Greta Van Susteren
212..301.5087 (desk)
347.446.8677 (cell)
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Fox and Friends tomorrow AM
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:27:00 AM

Governor, do you want to do an interview with Fox and Friends tomorrow in the 6 AM hour
regarding health insurance exchanges and Medicaid expansion?
You have a late night tonight … although it is a great opportunity to get some good press on a
friendly show with a large audience.
It would be filmed from the Hudiburg Circle Cox Studio.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:maryfallin@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:press@gov.ok.gov
file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Alex Weintz
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fox news tomorrow
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 5:28:00 PM

Fox News is set up for tomorrow although we are waiting on the exact time (it will be sometime in
between 9 and 10 PM central.)
I promised them we wouldn’t do any other national shows, which I think is fair since this is prime
time and has higher ratings than the other networks.
 
On the CNG photo op tomorrow, ODOT requested a photo op of their first shipment of cars for their
communications purposes (think website, glossy handouts etc). We did not invite any press.
Although I will not pretend that was intentional, I think it’s probably a happy coincidence since any
media availability you would try to have would be a health insurance exchange press conference in
front of a bunch of CNG cars.
 
If you would like, it may make sense to do a short press release with a photo?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fraud, Corruption, Embezzlement?
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2011 9:25:19 AM

 

IN THIS ISSUE:
 
Corruption?  Fraud? Dan
Sullivan?
 
Checkered Pasts Exposed
Tulsa City Council Race
Candiates
 
James Lankford Town
Halls in August
 
OCPAC’s Charlie
Meadows Responds to
Criticism
 
 
 

 Sponsors this week:
 
The Carpenter Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is a full
line cabinet and countertop
shop that travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  
R A  Graphix

(405) 703-3599

214 Ne 12th St, #C, Moore,

OK 73160

 

R.A. Graphix is a full line

printer and sign shop capable

of screen printing, vinyl signs,

banners, offset printing, and

all of your printing needs. 

Randy and his family have

supported the conservative

movment for many years

 

 
 

Meet Representative Dan Sullivan
 

 
Sullivan is the Floor Leader at the Oklahoma House of Representatives, a post that gives
him enormous power over bills, indeed he can kill a bill just by not allowing it to be
placed on the agenda.  Sullivan has served almost six terms, with his last legislative
session ending in 2012, and term limits prevent him from running for state office again. 
So why are we singling out Sullivan?
 
Sullivan wasn't one of the original 12 Transvestite Republicans, so named for their votes
for HR 1397 in the 2011 legislative session but he is an intergal part of House Leadership
that pushed HR 1397 forward.   Their goal was to allow transvestites to change their
birth certificates after a sex change operation, giving no notice that Ann was born an
Andy.  Sullivan claims to be a devout Christian, attends a big Baptist  church in Tulsa,
indeed he was called out during services and literally anointed with oil by his pastor after
Sullivan’s affair came to light, after he divorced his childhood sweetheart wife of two
decades.  The pastor proclaimed Sullivan a “Godly man”.   If I were to guess, I'd say
Sullivan's part in this was to make sure HR 1397 made it to the House floor and to vote
for it but when the transvestite birth certificate portion was exposed, Sullivan panicked
and voted against the bill.  Sullivan  later voted yes on the bill so he is on record
supporting this issue.
 
Why then would Sullivan support changes to the birth records of transvestites?   Because
the State Chamber of Commerce wanted it done so that companies on the East and West
coast would think Oklahoma less “backward” and would move their workers here.  In
short they want to whip the redneck and religion out of us and turn us into a “tolerant”
and “progressive” people.  I don’t know about you but as a lifelong Oklahoma resident,
Oklahoma citizens have always been a pretty tolerant bunch, we just don’t want things
rubbed in our face.

mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


 
 
 

 

 
 
Sullivan also lead the fight to defeat the Charles Key amendment to HR 1008, the
opening day vote that allowed almost all of our bills to be killed in committee without a
vote.  Sullivan also headed the GOP forces that “whipped” or punished Republicans that
wanted to sign the HR 1004 Discharge Petition.  Sullivan voted four times for the Obama
Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges, long after the state voted overwhelmingly
to reject Obama Care in the November 2010 election.  With Sullivan lobbying for a GRDA
executive position after he is term limited out, Sullivan is voting shamelessly to support
big business and the State Chamber of Commerce agenda.
 

 
As I mentioned in February and again in our last newsletter, Sullivan has been the
subject of a six month investigation by Tea Party activists.  The man has many, many,
enemies after 11 years of legislative work.    Rumors of his corruption and low morals
began flowing in as far back as 2010 during his efforts to kill the Open Carry legislation.
 
  As we began asking around for leads on Sullivan’s misdeeds, anonymous letters arrived
filled with court records, medical records, insurance records, and divorce records.  I
found one packet sitting on my car one night after work, a thick folder packed with
personal information on Sullivan.   Some ;etters obviously came from a former employer;
others might have come from an insurance agency, judged by the content. 
 
 From reading the divorce file at the Tulsa County Courthouse where Sullivan complained
that someone had sent his tax records to a former employer and to his pastor, the list of
motivated people sending documents is a long one.  We even had Tulsa allies do some
dumpster diving for us, targeting both Sullivan and his ex wife’s trash cans.  As we
stitched together who were friends and family and who was on what side, other activists
filled in gaps in our knowledge via facebook conversations, email, and the occasional



phone call to Sullivan’s acquaintances.
 
 Earlier this year I began talking to Sullivan’s ex wife who provided documentation not on
Sullivan but on a realtor that had been involved in a transaction that included the forging
of the first page of a six page document set, after the ex wife had signed the last page!  
The Oklahoma Real Estate Commission accepted a complaint against the realtor but did
little in the way of either investigating or listening to the facts.  To me it is pretty simple;
you have two copies of the first page of a six page document set, both different.  Was it
the realtor that did the forgery?  Was it Sullivan’s attorney?  We will never know if a real
investigation doesn’t put the pressure on both till one of them cracks.
 

 
The numreous allegations against Representative Sullivan run the gamut from insurance
fraud, forgery of loan applications, forgery of real estate documents, embezzlement of
marital assets while the same assets were frozen by court order, paying for his mistress
using pre tax dollars, delinquent property taxes, pressuring Tulsa police officials to
remove an off duty police officer serving as a body guard for the ex wife (that one is
quite troubling), and receiving sweetheart loans from a major bank.  
 
 After reviewing the divorce file at the Tulsa County Courthouse, reviewing photographs
of many of the documents from that file,  one could make the case  that Sullivan has
used his position as a legislator to attempt to beat his ex wife into the ground.  One
source opined that of all the allegations, the discovery of the embezzlement of marital
assets while those assets were frozen by court order is what tipped Representative
Sullivan over the edge.  Since 2005 Representative Sullivan went from making almost
$600,000.00 per year to a quarter of that, even far less in one year.   Stitching together
Representative Sullivan’s obligations and expenses from his Tulsa Home, his Waterford
Condo in Oklahoma City, membership costs from his Tulsa Petroleum Club from  public
divorce file information and anonymously supplied tax records shows that Sullivan was in
deep financial problems.   I believe that it is likely that Representative Sullivan decided
to beat his ex wife into the ground to prevent her from coming forward with evidence of
his misdeeds.   Knowing there is always two sides to a story however  we will continue to
watch until the  current investigation is completed by authorities.
 



 
Would you believe that he filed 34 contempt charges against his ex wife after the
divorce?  One was for her refusing to co sign on a loan on their Oklahoma City condo.
 And the kicker?  This was after their divorce was final!  Another was because someone
posted a message on his face book page!   Another was over an old pocket knife that he
had lost.   One was over some broken cups in their storage building!   Sullivan asked the
court for six months jail time for some of the contempt charges and massive fines on
others.  Yes, divorces are sometimes caused by both parties, and yes they do get vicious
at times but this poor lady’s motions get filed and not heard while her ex husband seems
to be able to tell the judge what to do!
 
There is so much material available and there are so many serious charges that we are
going to parcel the story out issue by issue in our newsletter.  Publication of some of the
issues will be delayed while we send copies of the documents to State and County
officials before releasing the documents to the public.
 
Around the last of May the story broke about our offices being ransacked.  Now you are
going to see just why they were so desperate that they resorted to burglary.   What they
didn’t know was that we had an idea on just how hot this was going to get, those files
were kept in another location and after the burglary they were scanned and copies
placed where they could be brought to light should something happen.
 
Now for the first allegation against Representative Dan Sullivan…
 
 

Insurance Fraud:
 

On 6-14-2006 Dan Sullivan did a pretty mundane thing, he applied for a disability
insurance policy from Guardian Life Insurance.  In this application it appears that Sullivan
made numerous major misrepresentations on his medical history, his emotional health,
his family medical history, his travel history, his participation in hazardous sports, and his
tobacco use.   Insurance premiums set the monthly cost of the premium by attempting to
gauge the risk of a claim so lying about major risks lowers the monthly premium.  Yes
the statue of limitations has likely ran on any fraud committed but our reason for
exposing this corruption is to begin to paint a picture of the character of the man
appointed Floor Leader of the Oklahoma State House of Representatives.
 
In the 2006 Guardian disability insurance application, Sullivan apparently misrepresented
his Mitral Valve Prolapse problem that was originally diagnosed in 1978, a serious enough



issue that it caused him to be turned down for health insurance in 1986.   The heart
problem was somewhat disclosed on a Massachusetts Mutual life insurance application in
1996.  In the 2006 Guardian application Sullivan also called his Mitral Valve Prolapse  a
“heart murmur”.    A heart murmur is a common occurrence and not always a serious
health issue, indeed the definition of heart murmur is simply an abnormal sound made
by the heart.  A Mitral Valve Prolapse is a diagnosed cause of a heart murmur, a specific
cause and sometimes a serious disorder.
 
In the 2006 Guardian application Sullivan apparently claimed no treatment, consultation,
or counseling for heart condition in previous ten years despite the extensive record of
concern in 1988 and 1989 and lab work in early 2006.  Yes, the ten years previous
information request stops at 1996 but does a serious medical condition just lay dormant
from 1988 to 2006?   Then does his heart condition suddenly get worse and require
hospitalization in 2007, a year after the disability insurance application is given?  Or was
Sullivan racing to have a disability policy in place in case he became unable to work?
 
The Guardian disability application is showing a different home phone number, why? 
When asked for my home phone number on an official document, I will give my home
phone number.   But if I didn’t want someone at home to be privy to what I was doing,
perhaps I wouldn’t.  Sullivan was in the midst of a sordid affair with a House staffer, a
fellow attorney, so perhaps the old ticker was making him anxious.
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied his intent to travel despite a long history of
foreign travel.   He apparently traveled to Ensenada Mexico in 1992, St Thomas in 1995, 
Cancun in 1995, Cozumel in 1997, Canada in 1995 and 1997, Egypt in  1998, Russia in
1999, Israel in 1998, India in 2001, Cancun 2003, Cozumel in 2003 and 2004,  the
Dominican Republic in 2003, and Tapei in 2007.  International travel is considered much
more risky due to political instability, lower sanitation standards, exposure to regional
diseases for which your body hasn’t developed antibodies, and lower quality emergency
care available should you run into health problems while overseas.  Did Sullivan cheat his
insurance company by downplaying the actual risks in his life?
 

 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied participating in auto racing.  Insurers charge
a lot more for policies on individuals that participate in risky sports.  Sullivan took
professional race car driving lessons in Texas in 2005, apparently spent a lot of money
doing so.   Do most people usually spend that much time and effort on a hobby that they
don’t intend to pursue?  Sullivan also apparently downplayed his scuba diving trips in
Mexico, claiming only one occurrence in 1995.   Sources put Sullivan scuba diving on
numerous Cozumel and Cancun trips.
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied smoking despite reports saying that he was
a regular cigar smoker at social events as well as being a regular smoker at work
functions.
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied being treated at St Francis Emergency Room
after returning from India in 2001.  Unknown causes were blamed, could have been bad
water causing dysentery.   Sullivan supposedly took no vaccination shots before leaving



country as is usually recommended for foreign travel.  He reportedly came back to the
U.S. extremely sick yet he seems to have omitted this part of his medical record from the
Guardian disability application.  Why?
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied any treatment or diagnosis of emotional
disorders or mental health treatment.  Sources put Sullivan seeing Tulsa therapist Carol
Dillard five times in 2000 and 2001 and documents reveal that Sullivan received
authorization to begin seeing another therapist from PacificCare Behavioral Health on
Sept 27th of 2007, having a psychological evaluation and seeing a therapist on 9-28-07
and 10-11-07.  Did Sullivan have a history of emotional disorders, anxieties, or stress
that he chose not to reveal to the insurance company?
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied family history of illnesses on page 4 despite
reports of maternal and paternal medical histories showing otherwise.  Reports say that
his maternal grandfather had brain surgery allegedly for a tumor, his uncle had stroke
(an attorney in Sapulpa) and the some of maternal family members had heart issues and
stroke issues.  On his paternal side, his dad reportedly had heart trouble and high blood
pressure issues, and hereditary sinus surgery issues followed the paternal side of his
family.
 
Sullivan’s tangled web caught up with him in late 2007 when his heart condition declined
to the point where he required heart surgery, valvuloplasty on his long malfunctioning
mitral valve, a cardiopulmonary bypass with a prosthetic ring implanted.  Interestingly
enough Dan traveled to Cleveland for his surgery rather than use a local hospital.   Why?
 
 
 
 By misrepresenting his medical history, travel habits, family medical history, risky sport
hobbies, did Sullivan committed insurance fraud?    Would a man capable of making over
$500,000 a year chose to cheat an insurance company rather than pay premiums based
upon his actual risks and condition? 
 
The Tea Party is calling on the State Insurance Commission, the Tulsa District Attorney,
the Bar Association, and the House of Representatives to conduct investigations into
Sullivan’s conduct and to file appropriate charges at the county and state level if the
investigation proves actual insurance fraud.
 

 
 Tulsa City Council Candidates Background Info

Released 
 
 While we are refraining from endorsing a candidate in that race, there is one guy
running that deserves Tea Party votes.
 
Dave Bell is a medically retired State Trooper, a long time supporter of the Sooner Tea



Party, and a determined defender of the Constitution here in Oklahoma.  Dave can get
rowdy when writing elected officials, extremely rowdy, but his anger is rooted in disgust
at how corrupt state and local politics have become.   Dave doesn’t cut anyone any slack
if he believes they are not standing up for what is right and he doesn’t mince words
while doing so.  More than once I’ve had to wipe tears of laughter from my eyes while
reading one of Dave’s emails to elected officials, the dude takes no prisoners and he isn’t
afraid of any of them.
 
Dave does have some baggage as reported by the Tulsa World last week.  Dave’s sense
of intense personal loyalty and his defense of constitutional rights got him arrested a
while back. While helping his son retrieve personal belongings during a foreclosure a
sheriff deputy refused to allow more time to clean out a garage.  Bell announced his
status as a retired trooper and asked for a few more minutes’ time to retrieve the
belongings, then was arrested for speaking his mind.   As a Catoosa police officer Dave
was once found guilty of violating a suspect’s constitutional rights after striking him
during an altercation in a Claremore hospital while drawing blood from the drunken
suspect arrested for public urination.   I suspect that he arrested a local boy and paid a
political price for doing so.
 
Bell served as a Tulsa reserve auxiliary K-9 officer and was retired on disability from the
Oklahoma State Police.
 
Dave is a staunch defender of our movement, one of those rare law enforcement officers
that will take on other law enforcement officials and former law enforcement officials that
hold elected office.  A hard core defender of our 2nd Amendment rights and states rights,
Dave would make an awesome Tulsa City Councilor.   I would bet my last dollar that he
will tear into the crooks and their cronies that have been bleeding Tulsa dry the last
decade.  Yes, Dave has a little baggage; most people do by the time they reach his age
but take a look at some of the other candidates in that Tulsa City Council race:
 
District 1: 
 
Democrat Jason Trent Jr
 
A convicted felon, 1984 conviction for failing to return rental property, fitted with an
ankle monitor which he then cut off and fled to Oklahoma City.  Once captured and
charged with escape, Trent spent 1 ½ years in a prison at Taft.  Trent blames his poor
choices on a cocaine addition, one that he claims he eventually beat but he was charged
in 2001 for marijuana, speeding, driving with a suspended license, receiving a one year
suspended sentence.   In 1991 Trent was charged with embezzlement, amended to a
lesser charge for which he received one year suspended sentence.
 
Democrat Twan Jones:
 
has had multiple drunk charges, a bankruptcy, a 2004 DUI with a six month suspended
sentence.  In 2006 Jones was arrested for carrying a loaded weapon while drunk,
spending four days in jail and six months suspended sentence.  In 2007 Jones was
charged with public intoxication but the charge was dismissed.   A related fine in the
case landed a warrant for his arrest after he failed to pay.  In may of this year Jones
was charged with driving with a suspended license and having no insurance, pleading
guilty last month to the charges in Osage County.
 
District 2:
 
Republican Jeannie Cue
 
was ordered to repay a $1769.00 retirement check that she cashed after her mother’s
death, claiming she used the check for funeral expenses.   In 2009 she was ordered to
pay a $5572.00 judgment to Capitol One Bank, claiming that retiring from a $10,000 a
month nursing job caused her to fall behind.   She allegedly is behind $3339 in property
taxes although she is claiming her sons owe the taxes.
 
Republican Nancy Rothman
 
pleaded guilty for failure to pay seven years child support, given a suspended sentence
as long as she continues to pay her support.  Rothman lost her children after a court
battle and an appellate court found that she tried to frame her ex-husband with child
pornography and falsely accused him of sexually abusing one of their children, then
being ordered to pay $70,099 in court costs.   A 2005 foreclosure, a 2006 bankruptcy
and a 2001 released tax lien round out her accomplishments.
 
Democrat Phillip Oyler
 
was charged with misdemeanor assault on a police officer in Chandler Ok in 2001,



claiming he stepped in to take a blow intended for his brother.
 
District 4:
 
Democrat Ken Brune
 
was arrested  in 2005 on a DUI complaint by State Troopers.  After refusing to take a
breathalyzer test, Brune lost his license but later a judge allowed Brune to drive to and
from work.   Brune somehow managed to get the DUI conviction expunged, but the
revocation was upheld after being modified so there must have been some booze
involved.
 
Republican Rocky Frisco
 
 filed for bankruptcy in 1999.
 
District 5:
 
Republican incumbent Chris Trail
 is paying off around $8000 in unpaid sales tax for the restaurant he owns, Ike’s Chili.  
He is also paying off almost $4000 in unemployment taxes.  He was arrested in 2008 for
failing to appear for food code violations and was arrested for obtaining merchandise by
bogus check but the charge was dismissed after he paid for the merchandise.
 
District 6:
 
Democrat Robert Gwin Jr
 
had a bankruptcy in 2001
 
District 7:
 
Democrat Bobby Bookout Jr
 
 is being sued by Gemini Capital Group for less than $10,000
 
District 9:
 
Democrat ” Mike” Favez Batman was arrested in 1996 for assault with a deadly weapon
and again in 1999 for assault but both charges were dropped.  Batman claims that the
assault charges stem from him chasing down people that stole gas from his convenience
store, saying that policemen don’t like foreigners so they arrested him.  In 2004 he
pleaded no contest to a charge of selling tobacco to a minor.
 
I encourage you to look up Dave Bell if you live in his area and get involved in his
campaign.  If you aren’t near, donate toward his costs.    He will make a fine City Council
man, one that will shake up the establishment and insist on honest government.
 

 
Congressman James Lankford Town Hall Meetings

 
Lankford has turned out to be quite a disappointment for the Tea party movement due
to his votes on the Patriot Act and raising the Spending Cap.   I spoke with Lankford at
the GOP county convention last spring and he is well aware of the arguments against the



Patriot Act.   Lankford claimed that he voted yes on the first  vote so that he could vote
against it on the second vote a few months later but the fact is that he caved in to
pressure from other Congressmen.
Lankford is holding Town Hall meetings in August and he needs to be reminded of who
sent him to Washington and who can cost him his job in 2012.   Lanford rode the Tea
Party wave into office, he needs to learn that the wave can go both ways if he forgets
who he represents.
 
Monday, August 15
6:00-7:30 PM
EOC Tech
4601 N Choctaw Road, Choctaw, OK  73020

Tuesday, August 16
6:00-7:30 PM
Francis Tuttle Technology Center – Portland Campus
3500 NW 150th Street, Oklahoma City, OK  73134

Thursday, August 18
6:00-7:30 PM
CPN Cultural Heritage Center
North Reunion Hall
1702 S Gordon Cooper Drive, Shawnee, OK  74801
 

OCPAC’s Charlie Meadows Responds To Criticism
 

 
The last few newsletters have taken Charlie Meadows to task for not thoroughly vetting
candidates before endorsing them using the OCPAC newsletter.  
 
Charlie is an icon in Oklahoma conservative circles and has done a lot of good in the
past.  The problem is that Charlie hasn’t adapted to the new battlefield that arose once
the GOP won control of both the House and Senate.   Once the Republicans were firmly
in charge, one would think that it was time to follow their GOP party platform and
uphold  conservative values but the GOP has proven as corrupt as the Democrats were
when they were in charge.
 
Charlie remains rooted in his old access based lobbying methods, where personal access
is used to encourage politicians to do the right thing.  The problem with that method of
political pressure is that there is no way to hold a politician to his promises without
making him angry, and if they get angry they will cut off your access to them.   Charlie
set up a long running weekly meeting where politicians speak on the issues, and receive
OCPAC endorsement and PAC money for elections.  Therein lies the problem… if he dares
hold them accountable, they will stop showing up and Charlie won’t have anything to
draw people to the meetings!  So Charlie has done what innumerable activists have done
before him, sold out by trading his group’s power for access to the politicians.
 
But Charlie is learning.  We hammered him on two occasions this year, both times he
responded in his newsletter by changing his tune and doing the right thing.   Last week
we brought up another bad judgment call, his endorsement of Greg Childers in the
Senate race.  Childers was a Democrat till quite recent when he changed his affiliation to
run for the Senate seat.  His wife remains a registered Democrat.  
 
 Charlie did respond to the charges  we leveled last week:
 
From this week’s OCPAC newsletter.
 
“Let me clearly state, I don’t know for sure just how conservative Greg
Childers happens to be, but Republicans should  NOT  vote for Theresa Nelson
for this position. I believe some involved with the Demokie web site are
heavily involved in Nelson’s campaign and they are quite upset I used a quote



from their web-site to expose her liberalism. A
credible source has informed me that an official with that web-site
accompanied Nelson when she filed a protest against Childers’candidacy. She
later withdrew the protest. I have also been informed
that the same person with the Demokie web-site has been driving Nelson
around as she is campaigning. I believe that many of the folks who regularly
contribute to this web-site are some of the most extreme liberals in the
Democrat party.

What we don’t want is for the general election to boil down to a “progressive”
Republican as I believe Nelson happens to be, against a Democrat in the
general election. There is a lot going on in this race between supporters of the
candidates, of which I choose not to go into right now other than to say I
have been the recipient of e-mails which attempt to incriminate Mr. Childers
as well as supporters for Nelson getting my cell phone number so I would
receive her robotic phone calls, which make a lot of negative allegations
regarding Mr. Childers.”
 
End quote:
 
What Charlie leaves out is that the DemoOkie website postings were quite harsh on
Nelson after the race was over, one poster calling her a profane name.  Childers received
praise from the DemoOkie website for his State Chamber survey answers supporting
government healthcare (Obama Care/Fallin Care). 
 
The truth of the matter is that the Democrats ran two Democrat candidates as
Republicans,one of which was indeed a lesser of evils but Childers still looks more like
a progressive Republican than a true Republican.  Come February the truth will be
obvious one way or another as the new Senator votes.
 
I believe Charlie was being honest in his reply when he wrote:
 “Let me clearly state, I don’t know for sure just how conservative Greg
Childers happens to be…”
 
But a person in the position of leadership ought to know who he is endorsing before he
endorses them.  I do appreciate Charlie responding to our criticism but let’s not forget
that activist group leaders can act like politicians once they have drank the Kool-Aid and
it is up to their members to keep them honest.
 
What did I do on that election day?  I stayed home, didn’t vote for either one of the
false Republicans.  When the general election comes around, I might just cross party
lines and vote for the Democrat.  If enough of us did this, the Republicans would quite
putting progressive RINO Republicans up for election and find candidates that represent
Republican values.
 

               
 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call
costs.  We are tightfisted, we will spend your hard earned money wisely and
frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to
clean up our country. 
 
 To donate, send checks to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK



73127
 
Or visit soonerteaparty.org and use our PayPal link to donate using a credit card, a
debit card, or a bank transfer.
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Meet Representative Dan Sullivan
 

 
Sullivan is the Floor Leader at the Oklahoma House of Representatives, a post that gives
him enormous power over bills, indeed he can kill a bill just by not allowing it to be
placed on the agenda.  Sullivan has served almost six terms, with his last legislative
session ending in 2012, and term limits prevent him from running for state office again. 
So why are we singling out Sullivan?
 
Sullivan wasn't one of the original 12 Transvestite Republicans, so named for their votes
for HR 1397 in the 2011 legislative session but he is an intergal part of House Leadership
that pushed HR 1397 forward.   Their goal was to allow transvestites to change their
birth certificates after a sex change operation, giving no notice that Ann was born an
Andy.  Sullivan claims to be a devout Christian, attends a big Baptist  church in Tulsa,
indeed he was called out during services and literally anointed with oil by his pastor after
Sullivan’s affair came to light, after he divorced his childhood sweetheart wife of two
decades.  The pastor proclaimed Sullivan a “Godly man”.   If I were to guess, I'd say
Sullivan's part in this was to make sure HR 1397 made it to the House floor and to vote
for it but when the transvestite birth certificate portion was exposed, Sullivan panicked
and voted against the bill.  Sullivan  later voted yes on the bill so he is on record
supporting this issue.
 
Why then would Sullivan support changes to the birth records of transvestites?   Because
the State Chamber of Commerce wanted it done so that companies on the East and West
coast would think Oklahoma less “backward” and would move their workers here.  In
short they want to whip the redneck and religion out of us and turn us into a “tolerant”
and “progressive” people.  I don’t know about you but as a lifelong Oklahoma resident,
Oklahoma citizens have always been a pretty tolerant bunch, we just don’t want things
rubbed in our face.
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Sullivan also lead the fight to defeat the Charles Key amendment to HR 1008, the
opening day vote that allowed almost all of our bills to be killed in committee without a
vote.  Sullivan also headed the GOP forces that “whipped” or punished Republicans that
wanted to sign the HR 1004 Discharge Petition.  Sullivan voted four times for the Obama
Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges, long after the state voted overwhelmingly
to reject Obama Care in the November 2010 election.  With Sullivan lobbying for a GRDA
executive position after he is term limited out, Sullivan is voting shamelessly to support
big business and the State Chamber of Commerce agenda.
 

 
As I mentioned in February and again in our last newsletter, Sullivan has been the
subject of a six month investigation by Tea Party activists.  The man has many, many,
enemies after 11 years of legislative work.    Rumors of his corruption and low morals
began flowing in as far back as 2010 during his efforts to kill the Open Carry legislation.
 
  As we began asking around for leads on Sullivan’s misdeeds, anonymous letters arrived
filled with court records, medical records, insurance records, and divorce records.  I
found one packet sitting on my car one night after work, a thick folder packed with
personal information on Sullivan.   Some ;etters obviously came from a former employer;
others might have come from an insurance agency, judged by the content. 
 
 From reading the divorce file at the Tulsa County Courthouse where Sullivan complained
that someone had sent his tax records to a former employer and to his pastor, the list of
motivated people sending documents is a long one.  We even had Tulsa allies do some
dumpster diving for us, targeting both Sullivan and his ex wife’s trash cans.  As we
stitched together who were friends and family and who was on what side, other activists
filled in gaps in our knowledge via facebook conversations, email, and the occasional



phone call to Sullivan’s acquaintances.
 
 Earlier this year I began talking to Sullivan’s ex wife who provided documentation not on
Sullivan but on a realtor that had been involved in a transaction that included the forging
of the first page of a six page document set, after the ex wife had signed the last page!  
The Oklahoma Real Estate Commission accepted a complaint against the realtor but did
little in the way of either investigating or listening to the facts.  To me it is pretty simple;
you have two copies of the first page of a six page document set, both different.  Was it
the realtor that did the forgery?  Was it Sullivan’s attorney?  We will never know if a real
investigation doesn’t put the pressure on both till one of them cracks.
 

 
The numreous allegations against Representative Sullivan run the gamut from insurance
fraud, forgery of loan applications, forgery of real estate documents, embezzlement of
marital assets while the same assets were frozen by court order, paying for his mistress
using pre tax dollars, delinquent property taxes, pressuring Tulsa police officials to
remove an off duty police officer serving as a body guard for the ex wife (that one is
quite troubling), and receiving sweetheart loans from a major bank.  
 
 After reviewing the divorce file at the Tulsa County Courthouse, reviewing photographs
of many of the documents from that file,  one could make the case  that Sullivan has
used his position as a legislator to attempt to beat his ex wife into the ground.  One
source opined that of all the allegations, the discovery of the embezzlement of marital
assets while those assets were frozen by court order is what tipped Representative
Sullivan over the edge.  Since 2005 Representative Sullivan went from making almost
$600,000.00 per year to a quarter of that, even far less in one year.   Stitching together
Representative Sullivan’s obligations and expenses from his Tulsa Home, his Waterford
Condo in Oklahoma City, membership costs from his Tulsa Petroleum Club from  public
divorce file information and anonymously supplied tax records shows that Sullivan was in
deep financial problems.   I believe that it is likely that Representative Sullivan decided
to beat his ex wife into the ground to prevent her from coming forward with evidence of
his misdeeds.   Knowing there is always two sides to a story however  we will continue to
watch until the  current investigation is completed by authorities.
 



 
Would you believe that he filed 34 contempt charges against his ex wife after the
divorce?  One was for her refusing to co sign on a loan on their Oklahoma City condo.
 And the kicker?  This was after their divorce was final!  Another was because someone
posted a message on his face book page!   Another was over an old pocket knife that he
had lost.   One was over some broken cups in their storage building!   Sullivan asked the
court for six months jail time for some of the contempt charges and massive fines on
others.  Yes, divorces are sometimes caused by both parties, and yes they do get vicious
at times but this poor lady’s motions get filed and not heard while her ex husband seems
to be able to tell the judge what to do!
 
There is so much material available and there are so many serious charges that we are
going to parcel the story out issue by issue in our newsletter.  Publication of some of the
issues will be delayed while we send copies of the documents to State and County
officials before releasing the documents to the public.
 
Around the last of May the story broke about our offices being ransacked.  Now you are
going to see just why they were so desperate that they resorted to burglary.   What they
didn’t know was that we had an idea on just how hot this was going to get, those files
were kept in another location and after the burglary they were scanned and copies
placed where they could be brought to light should something happen.
 
Now for the first allegation against Representative Dan Sullivan…
 
 

Insurance Fraud:
 

On 6-14-2006 Dan Sullivan did a pretty mundane thing, he applied for a disability
insurance policy from Guardian Life Insurance.  In this application it appears that Sullivan
made numerous major misrepresentations on his medical history, his emotional health,
his family medical history, his travel history, his participation in hazardous sports, and his
tobacco use.   Insurance premiums set the monthly cost of the premium by attempting to
gauge the risk of a claim so lying about major risks lowers the monthly premium.  Yes
the statue of limitations has likely ran on any fraud committed but our reason for
exposing this corruption is to begin to paint a picture of the character of the man
appointed Floor Leader of the Oklahoma State House of Representatives.
 
In the 2006 Guardian disability insurance application, Sullivan apparently misrepresented
his Mitral Valve Prolapse problem that was originally diagnosed in 1978, a serious enough



issue that it caused him to be turned down for health insurance in 1986.   The heart
problem was somewhat disclosed on a Massachusetts Mutual life insurance application in
1996.  In the 2006 Guardian application Sullivan also called his Mitral Valve Prolapse  a
“heart murmur”.    A heart murmur is a common occurrence and not always a serious
health issue, indeed the definition of heart murmur is simply an abnormal sound made
by the heart.  A Mitral Valve Prolapse is a diagnosed cause of a heart murmur, a specific
cause and sometimes a serious disorder.
 
In the 2006 Guardian application Sullivan apparently claimed no treatment, consultation,
or counseling for heart condition in previous ten years despite the extensive record of
concern in 1988 and 1989 and lab work in early 2006.  Yes, the ten years previous
information request stops at 1996 but does a serious medical condition just lay dormant
from 1988 to 2006?   Then does his heart condition suddenly get worse and require
hospitalization in 2007, a year after the disability insurance application is given?  Or was
Sullivan racing to have a disability policy in place in case he became unable to work?
 
The Guardian disability application is showing a different home phone number, why? 
When asked for my home phone number on an official document, I will give my home
phone number.   But if I didn’t want someone at home to be privy to what I was doing,
perhaps I wouldn’t.  Sullivan was in the midst of a sordid affair with a House staffer, a
fellow attorney, so perhaps the old ticker was making him anxious.
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied his intent to travel despite a long history of
foreign travel.   He apparently traveled to Ensenada Mexico in 1992, St Thomas in 1995, 
Cancun in 1995, Cozumel in 1997, Canada in 1995 and 1997, Egypt in  1998, Russia in
1999, Israel in 1998, India in 2001, Cancun 2003, Cozumel in 2003 and 2004,  the
Dominican Republic in 2003, and Tapei in 2007.  International travel is considered much
more risky due to political instability, lower sanitation standards, exposure to regional
diseases for which your body hasn’t developed antibodies, and lower quality emergency
care available should you run into health problems while overseas.  Did Sullivan cheat his
insurance company by downplaying the actual risks in his life?
 

 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied participating in auto racing.  Insurers charge
a lot more for policies on individuals that participate in risky sports.  Sullivan took
professional race car driving lessons in Texas in 2005, apparently spent a lot of money
doing so.   Do most people usually spend that much time and effort on a hobby that they
don’t intend to pursue?  Sullivan also apparently downplayed his scuba diving trips in
Mexico, claiming only one occurrence in 1995.   Sources put Sullivan scuba diving on
numerous Cozumel and Cancun trips.
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied smoking despite reports saying that he was
a regular cigar smoker at social events as well as being a regular smoker at work
functions.
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied being treated at St Francis Emergency Room
after returning from India in 2001.  Unknown causes were blamed, could have been bad
water causing dysentery.   Sullivan supposedly took no vaccination shots before leaving



country as is usually recommended for foreign travel.  He reportedly came back to the
U.S. extremely sick yet he seems to have omitted this part of his medical record from the
Guardian disability application.  Why?
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied any treatment or diagnosis of emotional
disorders or mental health treatment.  Sources put Sullivan seeing Tulsa therapist Carol
Dillard five times in 2000 and 2001 and documents reveal that Sullivan received
authorization to begin seeing another therapist from PacificCare Behavioral Health on
Sept 27th of 2007, having a psychological evaluation and seeing a therapist on 9-28-07
and 10-11-07.  Did Sullivan have a history of emotional disorders, anxieties, or stress
that he chose not to reveal to the insurance company?
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied family history of illnesses on page 4 despite
reports of maternal and paternal medical histories showing otherwise.  Reports say that
his maternal grandfather had brain surgery allegedly for a tumor, his uncle had stroke
(an attorney in Sapulpa) and the some of maternal family members had heart issues and
stroke issues.  On his paternal side, his dad reportedly had heart trouble and high blood
pressure issues, and hereditary sinus surgery issues followed the paternal side of his
family.
 
Sullivan’s tangled web caught up with him in late 2007 when his heart condition declined
to the point where he required heart surgery, valvuloplasty on his long malfunctioning
mitral valve, a cardiopulmonary bypass with a prosthetic ring implanted.  Interestingly
enough Dan traveled to Cleveland for his surgery rather than use a local hospital.   Why?
 
 
 
 By misrepresenting his medical history, travel habits, family medical history, risky sport
hobbies, did Sullivan committed insurance fraud?    Would a man capable of making over
$500,000 a year chose to cheat an insurance company rather than pay premiums based
upon his actual risks and condition? 
 
The Tea Party is calling on the State Insurance Commission, the Tulsa District Attorney,
the Bar Association, and the House of Representatives to conduct investigations into
Sullivan’s conduct and to file appropriate charges at the county and state level if the
investigation proves actual insurance fraud.
 

 
 Tulsa City Council Candidates Background Info

Released 
 
 While we are refraining from endorsing a candidate in that race, there is one guy
running that deserves Tea Party votes.
 
Dave Bell is a medically retired State Trooper, a long time supporter of the Sooner Tea



Party, and a determined defender of the Constitution here in Oklahoma.  Dave can get
rowdy when writing elected officials, extremely rowdy, but his anger is rooted in disgust
at how corrupt state and local politics have become.   Dave doesn’t cut anyone any slack
if he believes they are not standing up for what is right and he doesn’t mince words
while doing so.  More than once I’ve had to wipe tears of laughter from my eyes while
reading one of Dave’s emails to elected officials, the dude takes no prisoners and he isn’t
afraid of any of them.
 
Dave does have some baggage as reported by the Tulsa World last week.  Dave’s sense
of intense personal loyalty and his defense of constitutional rights got him arrested a
while back. While helping his son retrieve personal belongings during a foreclosure a
sheriff deputy refused to allow more time to clean out a garage.  Bell announced his
status as a retired trooper and asked for a few more minutes’ time to retrieve the
belongings, then was arrested for speaking his mind.   As a Catoosa police officer Dave
was once found guilty of violating a suspect’s constitutional rights after striking him
during an altercation in a Claremore hospital while drawing blood from the drunken
suspect arrested for public urination.   I suspect that he arrested a local boy and paid a
political price for doing so.
 
Bell served as a Tulsa reserve auxiliary K-9 officer and was retired on disability from the
Oklahoma State Police.
 
Dave is a staunch defender of our movement, one of those rare law enforcement officers
that will take on other law enforcement officials and former law enforcement officials that
hold elected office.  A hard core defender of our 2nd Amendment rights and states rights,
Dave would make an awesome Tulsa City Councilor.   I would bet my last dollar that he
will tear into the crooks and their cronies that have been bleeding Tulsa dry the last
decade.  Yes, Dave has a little baggage; most people do by the time they reach his age
but take a look at some of the other candidates in that Tulsa City Council race:
 
District 1: 
 
Democrat Jason Trent Jr
 
A convicted felon, 1984 conviction for failing to return rental property, fitted with an
ankle monitor which he then cut off and fled to Oklahoma City.  Once captured and
charged with escape, Trent spent 1 ½ years in a prison at Taft.  Trent blames his poor
choices on a cocaine addition, one that he claims he eventually beat but he was charged
in 2001 for marijuana, speeding, driving with a suspended license, receiving a one year
suspended sentence.   In 1991 Trent was charged with embezzlement, amended to a
lesser charge for which he received one year suspended sentence.
 
Democrat Twan Jones:
 
has had multiple drunk charges, a bankruptcy, a 2004 DUI with a six month suspended
sentence.  In 2006 Jones was arrested for carrying a loaded weapon while drunk,
spending four days in jail and six months suspended sentence.  In 2007 Jones was
charged with public intoxication but the charge was dismissed.   A related fine in the
case landed a warrant for his arrest after he failed to pay.  In may of this year Jones
was charged with driving with a suspended license and having no insurance, pleading
guilty last month to the charges in Osage County.
 
District 2:
 
Republican Jeannie Cue
 
was ordered to repay a $1769.00 retirement check that she cashed after her mother’s
death, claiming she used the check for funeral expenses.   In 2009 she was ordered to
pay a $5572.00 judgment to Capitol One Bank, claiming that retiring from a $10,000 a
month nursing job caused her to fall behind.   She allegedly is behind $3339 in property
taxes although she is claiming her sons owe the taxes.
 
Republican Nancy Rothman
 
pleaded guilty for failure to pay seven years child support, given a suspended sentence
as long as she continues to pay her support.  Rothman lost her children after a court
battle and an appellate court found that she tried to frame her ex-husband with child
pornography and falsely accused him of sexually abusing one of their children, then
being ordered to pay $70,099 in court costs.   A 2005 foreclosure, a 2006 bankruptcy
and a 2001 released tax lien round out her accomplishments.
 
Democrat Phillip Oyler
 
was charged with misdemeanor assault on a police officer in Chandler Ok in 2001,



claiming he stepped in to take a blow intended for his brother.
 
District 4:
 
Democrat Ken Brune
 
was arrested  in 2005 on a DUI complaint by State Troopers.  After refusing to take a
breathalyzer test, Brune lost his license but later a judge allowed Brune to drive to and
from work.   Brune somehow managed to get the DUI conviction expunged, but the
revocation was upheld after being modified so there must have been some booze
involved.
 
Republican Rocky Frisco
 
 filed for bankruptcy in 1999.
 
District 5:
 
Republican incumbent Chris Trail
 is paying off around $8000 in unpaid sales tax for the restaurant he owns, Ike’s Chili.  
He is also paying off almost $4000 in unemployment taxes.  He was arrested in 2008 for
failing to appear for food code violations and was arrested for obtaining merchandise by
bogus check but the charge was dismissed after he paid for the merchandise.
 
District 6:
 
Democrat Robert Gwin Jr
 
had a bankruptcy in 2001
 
District 7:
 
Democrat Bobby Bookout Jr
 
 is being sued by Gemini Capital Group for less than $10,000
 
District 9:
 
Democrat ” Mike” Favez Batman was arrested in 1996 for assault with a deadly weapon
and again in 1999 for assault but both charges were dropped.  Batman claims that the
assault charges stem from him chasing down people that stole gas from his convenience
store, saying that policemen don’t like foreigners so they arrested him.  In 2004 he
pleaded no contest to a charge of selling tobacco to a minor.
 
I encourage you to look up Dave Bell if you live in his area and get involved in his
campaign.  If you aren’t near, donate toward his costs.    He will make a fine City Council
man, one that will shake up the establishment and insist on honest government.
 

 
Congressman James Lankford Town Hall Meetings

 
Lankford has turned out to be quite a disappointment for the Tea party movement due
to his votes on the Patriot Act and raising the Spending Cap.   I spoke with Lankford at
the GOP county convention last spring and he is well aware of the arguments against the



Patriot Act.   Lankford claimed that he voted yes on the first  vote so that he could vote
against it on the second vote a few months later but the fact is that he caved in to
pressure from other Congressmen.
Lankford is holding Town Hall meetings in August and he needs to be reminded of who
sent him to Washington and who can cost him his job in 2012.   Lanford rode the Tea
Party wave into office, he needs to learn that the wave can go both ways if he forgets
who he represents.
 
Monday, August 15
6:00-7:30 PM
EOC Tech
4601 N Choctaw Road, Choctaw, OK  73020

Tuesday, August 16
6:00-7:30 PM
Francis Tuttle Technology Center – Portland Campus
3500 NW 150th Street, Oklahoma City, OK  73134

Thursday, August 18
6:00-7:30 PM
CPN Cultural Heritage Center
North Reunion Hall
1702 S Gordon Cooper Drive, Shawnee, OK  74801
 

OCPAC’s Charlie Meadows Responds To Criticism
 

 
The last few newsletters have taken Charlie Meadows to task for not thoroughly vetting
candidates before endorsing them using the OCPAC newsletter.  
 
Charlie is an icon in Oklahoma conservative circles and has done a lot of good in the
past.  The problem is that Charlie hasn’t adapted to the new battlefield that arose once
the GOP won control of both the House and Senate.   Once the Republicans were firmly
in charge, one would think that it was time to follow their GOP party platform and
uphold  conservative values but the GOP has proven as corrupt as the Democrats were
when they were in charge.
 
Charlie remains rooted in his old access based lobbying methods, where personal access
is used to encourage politicians to do the right thing.  The problem with that method of
political pressure is that there is no way to hold a politician to his promises without
making him angry, and if they get angry they will cut off your access to them.   Charlie
set up a long running weekly meeting where politicians speak on the issues, and receive
OCPAC endorsement and PAC money for elections.  Therein lies the problem… if he dares
hold them accountable, they will stop showing up and Charlie won’t have anything to
draw people to the meetings!  So Charlie has done what innumerable activists have done
before him, sold out by trading his group’s power for access to the politicians.
 
But Charlie is learning.  We hammered him on two occasions this year, both times he
responded in his newsletter by changing his tune and doing the right thing.   Last week
we brought up another bad judgment call, his endorsement of Greg Childers in the
Senate race.  Childers was a Democrat till quite recent when he changed his affiliation to
run for the Senate seat.  His wife remains a registered Democrat.  
 
 Charlie did respond to the charges  we leveled last week:
 
From this week’s OCPAC newsletter.
 
“Let me clearly state, I don’t know for sure just how conservative Greg Childers happens
to be, but Republicans should  NOT  vote for Theresa Nelson for this position. I believe
some involved with the Demokie web site are heavily involved in Nelson’s campaign and
they are quite upset I used a quote from their web-site to expose her liberalism. A



credible source has informed me that an official with that web-site accompanied Nelson
when she filed a protest against Childers’candidacy. She later withdrew the protest. I
have also been informed
that the same person with the Demokie web-site has been driving Nelson around as she
is campaigning. I believe that many of the folks who regularly contribute to this web-site
are some of the most extreme liberals in the Democrat party.

What we don’t want is for the general election to boil down to a “progressive”
Republican as I believe Nelson happens to be, against a Democrat in the general
election. There is a lot going on in this race between supporters of the candidates, of
which I choose not to go into right now other than to say I have been the recipient of e-
mails which attempt to incriminate Mr. Childers as well as supporters for Nelson getting
my cell phone number so I would receive her robotic phone calls, which make a lot of
negative allegations regarding Mr. Childers.”
 
End quote:
 
What Charlie leaves out is that the DemoOkie website postings were quite harsh on
Nelson after the race was over, one poster calling her a profane name.  Childers received
praise from the DemoOkie website for his State Chamber survey answers supporting
government healthcare (Obama Care/Fallin Care). 
 
The truth of the matter is that the Democrats ran two Democrat candidates as
Republicans,one of which was indeed a lesser of evils but Childers still looks more like
a progressive Republican than a true Republican.  Come February the truth will be
obvious one way or another as the new Senator votes.
 
I believe Charlie was being honest in his reply when he wrote:
 “Let me clearly state, I don’t know for sure just how conservative Greg Childers happens
to be…”
 
But a person in the position of leadership ought to know who he is endorsing before he
endorses them.  I do appreciate Charlie responding to our criticism but let’s not forget
that activist group leaders can act like politicians once they have drank the Kool-Aid and
it is up to their members to keep them honest.
 
What did I do on that election day?  I stayed home, didn’t vote for either one of the
false Republicans.  When the general election comes around, I might just cross party
lines and vote for the Democrat.  If enough of us did this, the Republicans would quite
putting progressive RINO Republicans up for election and find candidates that represent
Republican values.
 

               
 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call
costs.  We are tightfisted, we will spend your hard earned money wisely and
frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to
clean up our country. 
 
 To donate, send checks to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK
73127
 



Or visit soonerteaparty.org and use our PayPal link to donate using a credit card, a
debit card, or a bank transfer.
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Subject: Freedom Flash: Continue to fight Obamacare at every turn
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We're blogging:
From the president's desk:

Time to remember the

states created the federal

government and not the

other way around

Ten steps for improving the

state budget process

 Top 5 lessons we learned

Tuesday night

If you can read this, thank

a roughneck

  The Korbe Report --

Election Edition

Forward the cause:

      

OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Heritage, Cato, OCPA analysts: Continue to fight Obamacare

at every turn

By Brandon Dutcher

Nina Owcharenko

OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan Small has long argued against

expanding Medicaid as provided for under Obamacare. I commend to your

attention his excellent new article in the Oklahoma Gazette ("Medicaid

expansion is the new SQ 744") in which he explains why common

education, higher education and various other tax consumers in Oklahoma

should wake up to the dangers posed by Medicaid expansion.

 

Now you may ask: Given President Barack Obama's reelection, what's the

point of resisting Obamacare now? After all, conventional wisdom says the

law will now stay on course. But Heritage Foundation analyst Nina

Owcharenko says this is "another example of the left's wishful thinking."

Owcharenko (pictured here at OCPA) gives several reasons that

"Obamacare is not here to stay."

 

Click to read more on our blog.
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From: Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Freedom Flash: Continue to fight Obamacare at every turn
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 8:13:11 AM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

We're blogging:
From the president's desk:

Time to remember the

states created the federal

government and not the

other way around

Ten steps for improving the

state budget process

 Top 5 lessons we learned

Tuesday night

If you can read this, thank

a roughneck

  The Korbe Report --

Election Edition

Forward the cause:

      

OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Heritage, Cato, OCPA analysts: Continue to fight Obamacare

at every turn

By Brandon Dutcher

Nina Owcharenko

OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan Small has long argued against

expanding Medicaid as provided for under Obamacare. I commend to your

attention his excellent new article in the Oklahoma Gazette ("Medicaid

expansion is the new SQ 744") in which he explains why common

education, higher education and various other tax consumers in Oklahoma

should wake up to the dangers posed by Medicaid expansion.

 

Now you may ask: Given President Barack Obama's reelection, what's the

point of resisting Obamacare now? After all, conventional wisdom says the

law will now stay on course. But Heritage Foundation analyst Nina

Owcharenko says this is "another example of the left's wishful thinking."

Owcharenko (pictured here at OCPA) gives several reasons that

"Obamacare is not here to stay."

 

Click to read more on our blog.
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We're blogging:
From the president's desk:

Time to remember the

states created the federal

government and not the

other way around

Ten steps for improving the

state budget process

 Top 5 lessons we learned

Tuesday night

If you can read this, thank

a roughneck

  The Korbe Report --

Election Edition

Forward the cause:

      

OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Heritage, Cato, OCPA analysts: Continue to fight Obamacare

at every turn

By Brandon Dutcher

Nina Owcharenko

OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan Small has long argued against

expanding Medicaid as provided for under Obamacare. I commend to your

attention his excellent new article in the Oklahoma Gazette ("Medicaid

expansion is the new SQ 744") in which he explains why common

education, higher education and various other tax consumers in Oklahoma

should wake up to the dangers posed by Medicaid expansion.

 

Now you may ask: Given President Barack Obama's reelection, what's the

point of resisting Obamacare now? After all, conventional wisdom says the

law will now stay on course. But Heritage Foundation analyst Nina

Owcharenko says this is "another example of the left's wishful thinking."

Owcharenko (pictured here at OCPA) gives several reasons that

"Obamacare is not here to stay."

 

Click to read more on our blog.
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If you can read this, thank a roughneck

By Brian Bush

I sat there and took it all in, eating one of the best burgers I have ever

tasted (thank you, Bricktown Burgers!), great country music playing on the

radio and a man a few tables over reading his Bible while waiting for his

order. Behind me, two gentlemen prayed over their meals before they

began eating. Friends, THIS is Oklahoma. We still smile when we pass

each other on the sidewalk, and we still wave when we drive past each

other on the roads -- regardless of whether we know each other.  

 

As good as the burger was, it was a far cry (and about 50 floors) from

where I ate lunch the day before -- high atop the Devon Tower, the house

that free enterprise built. It was an amazing two-day stretch last week that

started with an energy and environmental policy discussion event at the

Devon tower and continued the next day with tours of a drilling rig and a

hydraulic fracturing location. We were welcomed with open arms as we

climbed all over the drilling rig and saw up close the process used to

fracture shale formations thousands of feet below the surface. Friends,

THIS, too, is Oklahoma.  

 

We know energy.
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If you can read this, thank a roughneck

By Brian Bush

I sat there and took it all in, eating one of the best burgers I have ever

tasted (thank you, Bricktown Burgers!), great country music playing on the

radio and a man a few tables over reading his Bible while waiting for his

order. Behind me, two gentlemen prayed over their meals before they

began eating. Friends, THIS is Oklahoma. We still smile when we pass

each other on the sidewalk, and we still wave when we drive past each

other on the roads -- regardless of whether we know each other.  

 

As good as the burger was, it was a far cry (and about 50 floors) from

where I ate lunch the day before -- high atop the Devon Tower, the house

that free enterprise built. It was an amazing two-day stretch last week that

started with an energy and environmental policy discussion event at the

Devon tower and continued the next day with tours of a drilling rig and a

hydraulic fracturing location. We were welcomed with open arms as we

climbed all over the drilling rig and saw up close the process used to

fracture shale formations thousands of feet below the surface. Friends,

THIS, too, is Oklahoma.  

 

We know energy.
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If you can read this, thank a roughneck

By Brian Bush

I sat there and took it all in, eating one of the best burgers I have ever

tasted (thank you, Bricktown Burgers!), great country music playing on the

radio and a man a few tables over reading his Bible while waiting for his

order. Behind me, two gentlemen prayed over their meals before they

began eating. Friends, THIS is Oklahoma. We still smile when we pass

each other on the sidewalk, and we still wave when we drive past each

other on the roads -- regardless of whether we know each other.  

 

As good as the burger was, it was a far cry (and about 50 floors) from

where I ate lunch the day before -- high atop the Devon Tower, the house

that free enterprise built. It was an amazing two-day stretch last week that

started with an energy and environmental policy discussion event at the

Devon tower and continued the next day with tours of a drilling rig and a

hydraulic fracturing location. We were welcomed with open arms as we

climbed all over the drilling rig and saw up close the process used to

fracture shale formations thousands of feet below the surface. Friends,

THIS, too, is Oklahoma.  

 

We know energy.
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Obamacare Medicaid expansion: A clash of visions

By Brandon Dutcher

Late last month we were reminded once again that Obamacare indeed

represents a clash of visions. Conservative U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, a

physician who has treated Medicaid patients, wrote to Gov. Mary Fallin

urging her to reject the Obamacare Medicaid expansion. A few days later,

state Sen. Jim Wilson, one of the most liberal members of the Oklahoma

Senate, wrote to Gov. Fallin urging her to embrace the Obamacare

Medicaid expansion.  

 

Now what complicates matters slightly is that, as University of

Pennsylvania political scientist John J. DiIulio, Jr. has pointed out, "big

government" now encompasses more than just government.

Click to read more  on our blog.   
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Obamacare Medicaid expansion: A clash of visions

By Brandon Dutcher

Late last month we were reminded once again that Obamacare indeed

represents a clash of visions. Conservative U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, a

physician who has treated Medicaid patients, wrote to Gov. Mary Fallin

urging her to reject the Obamacare Medicaid expansion. A few days later,

state Sen. Jim Wilson, one of the most liberal members of the Oklahoma

Senate, wrote to Gov. Fallin urging her to embrace the Obamacare

Medicaid expansion.  

 

Now what complicates matters slightly is that, as University of

Pennsylvania political scientist John J. DiIulio, Jr. has pointed out, "big

government" now encompasses more than just government.

Click to read more  on our blog.   
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Obamacare Medicaid expansion: A clash of visions

By Brandon Dutcher

Late last month we were reminded once again that Obamacare indeed

represents a clash of visions. Conservative U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, a

physician who has treated Medicaid patients, wrote to Gov. Mary Fallin

urging her to reject the Obamacare Medicaid expansion. A few days later,

state Sen. Jim Wilson, one of the most liberal members of the Oklahoma

Senate, wrote to Gov. Fallin urging her to embrace the Obamacare

Medicaid expansion.  

 

Now what complicates matters slightly is that, as University of

Pennsylvania political scientist John J. DiIulio, Jr. has pointed out, "big

government" now encompasses more than just government.

Click to read more  on our blog.   
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On Obamacare, it's time for Oklahoma's political leaders to

'go Churchill or go home'

By Brandon Dutcher

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt is leading the charge to protect

Oklahomans from an overweening federal government. Now it is crucial for

the state's other political leaders to stand with him -- not to undermine his

efforts and hurt his chances in federal court.

 

Click to read more on our blog.
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On Obamacare, it's time for Oklahoma's political leaders to

'go Churchill or go home'

By Brandon Dutcher

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt is leading the charge to protect

Oklahomans from an overweening federal government. Now it is crucial for

the state's other political leaders to stand with him -- not to undermine his

efforts and hurt his chances in federal court.

 

Click to read more on our blog.
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State tax collections continue to climb

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

General Revenue Fund collections in October grew at double the rate of

the previous month -- and exceeded the official estimate by nearly 10

percent, according to a press release from the Oklahoma Office of State

Finance.

 

Individual income tax receipts -- at $186 million -- were 7.6 percent higher

than they were in October 2011, and sales tax receipts -- at $153.5 million

-- were 4.4 percent higher than they were at this time last year.

 

The numbers this month -- while impressive -- are actually nothing new;

they simply continue a trend that essentially began when a small reduction

in the income tax rate took effect in early 2011.

 

As OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan Small has pointed out, a

reduction in tax rates followed by growth in revenues teaches us

something useful and, well, obvious: A reduction in tax rates can actually

lead to growth in revenues.

 

Still, that's not the reason we at OCPA advocate the gradual elimination of

the state income tax.

Click to read more on our blog.
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State tax collections continue to climb

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

General Revenue Fund collections in October grew at double the rate of

the previous month -- and exceeded the official estimate by nearly 10

percent, according to a press release from the Oklahoma Office of State

Finance.

 

Individual income tax receipts -- at $186 million -- were 7.6 percent higher

than they were in October 2011, and sales tax receipts -- at $153.5 million

-- were 4.4 percent higher than they were at this time last year.

 

The numbers this month -- while impressive -- are actually nothing new;

they simply continue a trend that essentially began when a small reduction

in the income tax rate took effect in early 2011.

 

As OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan Small has pointed out, a

reduction in tax rates followed by growth in revenues teaches us

something useful and, well, obvious: A reduction in tax rates can actually

lead to growth in revenues.

 

Still, that's not the reason we at OCPA advocate the gradual elimination of

the state income tax.

Click to read more on our blog.
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State tax collections continue to climb

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

General Revenue Fund collections in October grew at double the rate of

the previous month -- and exceeded the official estimate by nearly 10

percent, according to a press release from the Oklahoma Office of State

Finance.

 

Individual income tax receipts -- at $186 million -- were 7.6 percent higher

than they were in October 2011, and sales tax receipts -- at $153.5 million

-- were 4.4 percent higher than they were at this time last year.

 

The numbers this month -- while impressive -- are actually nothing new;

they simply continue a trend that essentially began when a small reduction

in the income tax rate took effect in early 2011.

 

As OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan Small has pointed out, a

reduction in tax rates followed by growth in revenues teaches us

something useful and, well, obvious: A reduction in tax rates can actually

lead to growth in revenues.

 

Still, that's not the reason we at OCPA advocate the gradual elimination of

the state income tax.

Click to read more on our blog.
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Ten steps for improving the state budget process

By Jonathan Small

wallet

Since the 2011 legislative session, the number of those calling for

improvement to the state budget process has grown.

The problems with the budget process are not new and existed before

current lawmakers. Recent legislative reforms and the potential for further

reforms are a result of leadership by current lawmakers. We are grateful to

see current leaders are willing to take on these very difficult problems that

have been ignored in years past.

 

Click to read 10 steps for improving the state budget process.
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OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

The days of 'blanket support' are over

By Brandon Dutcher

"As the winds of austerity sweep through the country, winter is coming for

academia," Walter Russell Mead recently wrote ('Academia's Day of

Reckoning Draws Nearer'). "Taxpayers and their representatives can no

longer afford to supply blanket support to every academic venture, field,

and practitioner."

 

Hats off to University of Oklahoma president David Boren for at least

asking the question: "Do we need all the course offerings we have?"  

 

I would suggest the answer is no.

 

Click to read more  on our blog.
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OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

The days of 'blanket support' are over

By Brandon Dutcher

"As the winds of austerity sweep through the country, winter is coming for

academia," Walter Russell Mead recently wrote ('Academia's Day of

Reckoning Draws Nearer'). "Taxpayers and their representatives can no

longer afford to supply blanket support to every academic venture, field,

and practitioner."

 

Hats off to University of Oklahoma president David Boren for at least

asking the question: "Do we need all the course offerings we have?"  

 

I would suggest the answer is no.

 

Click to read more  on our blog.
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Oklahoma: The final frontier for freedom

by James Hall

family

The Washington Post highlighted Oklahoma in an article about public

disdain toward the Obamacare individual mandate, referring to Oklahoma

as the Wild West, where contempt for strong centralized government is

most evident. The article cited Oklahoma's car insurance rate as evidence

that the state cannot get Oklahomans to comply with mandates. (On an

interesting side note, the article went on to point out that a significant portion

of that number comes from Oklahoma's high illegal immigrant population,

begging the question of what the federal government should actually be

doing in the first place.)

The Post visited Cattleman's Steakhouse, where they interviewed local

patrons and got a real sense of Oklahoma's opinion on the idea of the

federal government forcing us to buy health insurance. 

Click to read more. 
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Time to do something great

By Brandon Dutcher

It's been said that there are two types of people in politics: those who want

to be somebody great, and those who want to do something great.

 

Clearly President Barack Obama is the latter. During his first presidential

campaign, Mr. Obama made the point that "Ronald Reagan changed the

trajectory of America in a way that Richard Nixon did not, that Bill Clinton

did not." Mr. Obama said that he too wanted to be a transformational

leader.

 

Fortunately, it's not just President Obama who wants to do something

great. Other political leaders are in fact doing great things--transformative

things--in statehouses all across the country.  

 

Click to read more  on our blog.
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OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Time to do something great

By Brandon Dutcher

It's been said that there are two types of people in politics: those who want

to be somebody great, and those who want to do something great.

 

Clearly President Barack Obama is the latter. During his first presidential

campaign, Mr. Obama made the point that "Ronald Reagan changed the

trajectory of America in a way that Richard Nixon did not, that Bill Clinton

did not." Mr. Obama said that he too wanted to be a transformational

leader.

 

Fortunately, it's not just President Obama who wants to do something

great. Other political leaders are in fact doing great things--transformative

things--in statehouses all across the country.  

 

Click to read more  on our blog.
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Top 5 lessons we learned Tuesday night

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

The results of any election -- let alone those of an election of "historic

proportions," as this election was so frequently billed -- can be mined for

insights for weeks, months and years to come. It's unlikely, then, that what

we consider the top 5 lessons of Tuesday night now will be what we

consider to be the top 5 lessons in the final analysis. Nevertheless, now is

as good a time as any to attempt to make sense of an election that was at

once predictable and unprecedented. 

With that, we give you the list.
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Top 5 lessons we learned Tuesday night

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

The results of any election -- let alone those of an election of "historic

proportions," as this election was so frequently billed -- can be mined for

insights for weeks, months and years to come. It's unlikely, then, that what

we consider the top 5 lessons of Tuesday night now will be what we

consider to be the top 5 lessons in the final analysis. Nevertheless, now is

as good a time as any to attempt to make sense of an election that was at

once predictable and unprecedented. 

With that, we give you the list.
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From: Ray Carter
To: Ray Carter
Subject: Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage Return of Federal "Obamacare" Funds
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 5:09:56 PM

 
Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
April 13, 2011

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact info below
 

Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage
Return of Federal “Obamacare” Funds

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Freshman Republican representatives are encouraging state officials
to not accept federal funds promised to Oklahoma under an “Early Innovator” grant
authorized by the federal Affordable Care Act.
            In February, the House approved HB 2130, which establishes a state health insurance
exchange.  The bill did not include a provision to accept or deny the $54M grant.
            “What we voted for was a free-market exchange based on choice and competition,
which will ultimately lower health care costs,” said Rep. Randy Grau, R-Edmond.  “We did
not vote to accept federal money that may require us to set up a federal health care system.”
            “Since the vote on HB 2130, it has become increasingly apparent that we cannot
accept this money without also accepting the strings attached to it,” said Rep. Elise Hall, R-
Oklahoma City.  “It is time to go on record that we do not want this money, but instead, we
want to set up an exchange that is right for Oklahoma, not Washington D.C.”
            “We join Senator Tom Coburn and many conservative organizations in supporting
health insurance exchanges like that established in Utah,” said Rep. Tom Newell, R-
Seminole.  “But we think it is important to sever any ties to Obamacare, which means that the
federal funds need to be rejected.”
            “The idea of an exchange based upon free-market principles comes from the Heritage
Foundation, a leading conservative think tank,” said Rep. Sean Roberts, R-Hominy.  “The
idea was around before President Obama, but it appears he is now trying to use exchanges to
push federal health care.”
            “We will continue to work with the Governor and House leadership in promoting
Oklahoma health care solutions, not Washington D.C. solutions,” said Rep. Marty Quinn, R-
Claremore.
            “Many of us in the House campaigned on the platform of free market principles. If we
accept federal money with strings attached, we are going back on our word,” said Rep. Josh
Cockroft, R-Tecumseh. “It is time for us to sever any ties to Obamacare and allow the private
sector to thrive under these free market principles.”
            “I strongly support the private sector and oppose Obamacare and the use of federal

mailto:carterra@okhouse.gov
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money for a health care exchange,” said Rep. Dennis Casey, R-Morrison.
            “The state must learn to stop accepting federal money and let Oklahomans take care
of Oklahoma,” said Rep. Aaron Stiles, R-Norman.
            “The attachment of the federal money and its link to federal health care was not fully
recognized before the vote on the exchange,” said Rep. Dustin Roberts, R-Durant.
            “Clarification of the issue seems to tie federal grant money to the Obamacare effort,”
said Rep. Jadine Nollan, R-Sand Springs.  “I support an Oklahoma health insurance exchange
without any federal ties.”
 
For further comment:
Contact: State Rep. Randy Grau                    Contact: State Rep. Josh Cockroft
Capitol: (405) 557-7360                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7349
 
Contact: State Rep. Dennis Casey                  Contact: State Rep. Rusty Farley
Capitol: (405) 557-7344                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7363
 
Contact: State Rep. Elise Hall                                    Contact: State Rep. Tom Newell
Capitol: (405) 557-7403                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7372
 
Contact: State Rep. Jadine Nollan                  Contact: State Rep. Marty Quinn
Capitol: (405) 557-7390                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7380
 
Contact: State Rep. Dustin Roberts               Contact: State Rep. Sean Roberts
Capitol: (405) 557-7366                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7322
 
Contact: State Rep. Aaron Stiles                    Contact: State Rep. Steve Vaughan
Capitol: (405) 557-7386                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7355
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From: Glen Mulready
To: Gary Stanislawski; Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs; John Estus
Subject: From Meeting
Date: Monday, March 05, 2012 7:43:42 AM

From our meeting on Thursday, I thought I would send out what I read at that time.  Again, keep in
mind that this was scratched out from the hip on a yellow pad during session. (my disclaimer) 
However, there seemed to be some agreement in the meeting the IF we go down this path, this is a
good basic messaging.  As a reminder, this is a "what if" scenario.  We have NOT determined if we will
be going down this path.  We should know more tomorrow.

Basic message.....

"We received early unofficial indications that the plan/strategy that we were attempting to put in place
to hold back a federal health insurance exchange and preserve our state's private healthcare system and
private health insurance markets will not be viewed by HHS as any kind of compliance with the ACA and
therefore would not prevent nor delay them from moving forward to establish a federal health insurance
exchange.
The House, Senate, and Governor's office have no desire to move further into compliance with the ACA
prior to the Supreme Court decsion and November election. 
Therefore, at this point we have decided that we will not move forward.  If indeed our two avenues of
repeal (legal and ballot) do not materialize and a federal insurance exchange has been established in
Oklahoma, at the earliest opportunity, we plan to give HHS 12 month notice of our desire to takeover
any federal exchange that has been established."

Hope this helps.  We'll be in close touch.
GM

PS  Sen Stanislawski, please forward to Trait and Nathan...I somehow did not have their emails in my
iPad.

Sent from my iPad
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally
privileged, and exempt from disclosure under law. It is intended
solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is
unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure,
copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken
in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful.

The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail
transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability
for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its
attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible
computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its
attachments,
and waive any right or recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: From Washington Times
Date: Monday, July 30, 2012 8:49:00 AM

Hi Alex,
 
Thanks for the note.  Reached out to see if you'd be interested in being a part of a series called
Resisting Obamacare.  So far we've featured Gov. Rick Scott and Gov. Rick Perry.  We'd love to share
Gov. Fallin's perspective with our readers on what resisting Obamacare looks like in Oklahoma.  Is it
refusing to implement?  Waiting for the election?  You get the point.
 
They're typically 500-850 words.  We'd run it shortly after receiving it.  We'd want it to be exclusive
to The Washington Times for 24 hours and for any outlets running it after that to give us credit.
 
Please let me know if we may feature the Governor as part of this series.  
 
Thanks much,
 

Anneke E. Green

Assistant Editorial Page Editor

The Washington Times

202/636-3305 | @annekeegreen
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: David Moore

To: Phyllis Hudecki

Subject: Front & Center - Happy Veterans Day!
Date: Friday, November 11, 2011 6:01:10 AM

 

NGA  Center  for  Best  Practices.  Front  and  Center  -  NGA  Center's  Weekly  Report  to  State  Policymakers

Front & Center | November 11, 2011

State News

Happy Veterans Day!
Front & Center will return next week.

In the meantime, take a fresh look at some of the recent
publications from our Center divisions:

Preparing Principals to Evaluate Teachers
During the past few years, more than 30 states have
enacted legislation to change the way teachers are
evaluated. The new laws require the annual evaluation of
teachers; typically, multiple evaluations during the school
year are required for new teachers. Governors can take
steps to ensure that those in charge of conducting
evaluations are trained and certified. 
November 01, 2011
Contact: Tabitha Grossman

State Efforts in Sentencing and Corrections Reform
States continue to struggle during what is the most difficult
fiscal environment since the Great Depression. Projections
are that the economic recovery will be slow, forcing states to
think long-term about how to do more with less. 
October 27, 2011
Contact: Jeffrey S. McLeod

State Perspectives on Insurance Exchanges:
Implementing Health Reform in an Uncertain
Environment
The three major components of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act of 2010 (ACA) — insurance reform,
Medicaid expansions, and the establishment of health
insurance exchanges — are primarily the states'
responsibilities to implement; together they impose a
daunting workload. Because insurance exchanges must be
wholly created in a very short time period, their
implementation presents unique challenges. 
September 16, 2011
Contact: Krista Drobac

Degrees for What Jobs? Raising Expectations for
Universities and Colleges in a Global Economy
Recognizing that higher education, including community
colleges, four-year colleges, and research universities,
cannot help drive economic growth in their states unless
students' academic success is linked to the needs of the
marketplace, governors and state policymakers are
beginning to move beyond their focus on getting more
students to get "degrees" to asking: "Degrees for what jobs?
" 
March 23, 2011

Chair's Initiative: Regional Summits
on Growing State Economies 
Nashville, TN, November 14-15
Seattle, WA January 24-25, 2012; and 
Omaha, NE, April 24-25, 2012.
Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Growing State Economies through
Increasing Student and Worker
Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM) Skills 
December 7-9, 2011
Durham, NC
Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379

Workshop on Economic
Development in the Clean Energy
Sector – Western States
December 8-9, 2011
Phoenix, AZ
Aliza Wasserman, 202-624-5387

National Summit on Government
Redesign: Solutions for Making
Tough Budget Choices
December 13-14, 2011
Arlington, VA
Lauren Stewart, 202-624-5332

Intergovernmental Meeting with
the US Department of Energy on
the Cleanup of the Nuclear
Weapons Complex
December 15-16
New Orleans, LA
Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628
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Contact: Erin Sparks and Mary Jo Waits

Addressing Post-ARRA Compliance and Workforce
Concerns in the Nuclear Weapons Complex
As the deadline for spending funds from the American
Recovery & Reinvestment Act for cleanup of the nuclear
weapons complex approaches, states face two key
challenges: achieving future compliance with state-
Department of Energy cleanup agreements; and transitioning
to a post-ARRA workforce. 
February 22, 2011
Contact: Andrew Kambour

What's New 

Apply Now: Next Generation Justice Information
Sharing Policy Academy
The NGA Center invites states and U.S territories with full
NGA membership benefits to apply for the Next Generation
Justice Information Sharing Policy Academy. Up to four state
teams of senior-level state policymakers will be selected to
develop policy frameworks that focus on improving
efficiency, security, reusability, and scalability in their
systems. States will receive up to $30,000 to complete
project work and will host site visits, attend two policy
academy meetings, and receive specialized technical
assistance from NGA Center staff and national experts.
Proposals are due December 9, 2011 by 5:00 pm EST.
(Contact: Anne-Elizabeth Johnson) 

NGA Center Releases Report on Effective Common
Core Implementation 
NGA Center recently released a report, Realizing the
Potential: How Governors Can Lead Effective Implementation
of the Common Core State Standards, to provide governors
and other state policymakers with guidance to transition
their school systems to the standards. Governors' authority
over education and the tools with which they can take action
vary considerably from state to state, yet all governors
should consider taking the following actions to support
implementing the CCSS:

Communicate a vision for reform;
Identify performance goals and measure progress;
Engage key leaders from education, business, and
philanthropy;
Build educator capacity;
Lead transitions in state assessments and
accountability policy;
Support local development and acquisition of new
curricula and materials; and
Maximize resources and share costs.

(Contact: Amanda Corcoran) 

NGA Center Workshop: Economic Development in the
Clean Energy Sector – Western States
The NGA Center will be holding the second of three regional
workshops December 8-9 in Phoenix, Arizona to discuss
strategies for fostering economic growth in the emerging
area of clean energy. Topics of discussion will include:
pivoting existing economic development efforts to clean
energy industries, applying strategies from past successes
such as biosciences and information technology, and
determining where clean energy's unique attributes require
new approaches. Targeted participants are governors' energy
and economic development advisors from the states of:
Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Kansas,
Montana, North Dakota, Nebraska, New Mexico, Nevada,
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Washington, and

 

Economic Development in the Clean
Energy Sector – Southern States
January 10-11, 2012
Nashville, TN
Aliza Wasserman, 202-624-5387 
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Wyoming. A previous workshop was held for Northeast and
Midwest states (October, 2011) and a future workshop will
be held for Southern states (January 10-11, 2012 in
Nashville, Tennsee). States that are or were unable to
attend the workshop in their region are welcome to attend
one of the other workshops if they choose.
(Contact: Andrew Kambour)
 

 

---
You are currently subscribed to [fc] as Phyllis.hudecki@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-203681-
161232.3067f923402d1945bc9e3a2a26806cea@talk.nga.org..

mailto:webmaster@nga.org?subject=Contact--FCJuly29---Lauren%20Stewart


From: David Moore
To: NGA Front & Center
Subject: Front & Center will return next week...
Date: Thursday, November 01, 2012 6:00:50 AM

 

 
NGA Center for  Best Practices.  Front  and  Center -  NGA Center's  Weekly  Report to  State  Policymakers

Front & Center | October 31, 2012

Front & Center will return next week.

What's New

RFA Available: Learning Network on Improving Birth Outcomes 
As governors continue to seek ways to reduce Medicaid costs while improving
care for beneficiaries, one area where some states are seeing success is reducing
preterm births.  Medicaid and CHIP cover nearly 50 percent of births
nationwide and there is a relatively high incidence of premature births across
the program.  The resulting medical complications of a preterm birth are not only
harmful for the infant, but directly translate into increased costs -- from 9 to 33
times the cost of a full-term delivery.

The National Governors Association has launched a Learning Network on
“Improving Birth Outcomes” to assist states in developing, implementing and
aligning their key policies and initiatives related to the improvement of birth
outcomes.  Over the next year, NGA will convene in-state sessions in 12 selected
states to facilitate this process. This will be the first of three opportunities to
apply for this Learning Network. There will be four states selected in each round,
which will include a networking conference to facilitate shared learning. 

Applications are due on November 21, and the first state visits will take place in
January. There will be a conference call on November 2 at 3:00 pm for those
interested in learning more about this opportunity. Contact us with any questions
and to receive the request for applications.
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Publications

Strategies for Curbing Health Insurance Costs for State Employees:
Benefit Design, Wellness Programs, and Data Mining
With continued strains on state budgets, governors are finding innovative ways
to do more with less across state government. Included in those budget strains
are the rising health care costs and rising insurance premiums for state employee
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health care benefits. A new issue brief by the National Governors Association
(NGA) examines ways to provide state employees with access to quality care at
lower costs rather than simply raising premiums or cutting health benefits.

This issue brief examines several models for employees’ insurance plans,
including:

Collecting and analyzing data to understand rising health care costs and
inform decisions about changes in health plans;
Offering wellness programs and incentives for state employees to improve
health outcomes by preventing chronic diseases and reducing the costs of
treatment; and
Introducing new health benefit plans such as high-deductible or consumer
driven health plans; health plans designed to maximize the value of
expenditures; and plans that offer tiered or limited provider networks.

Contact: Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395

 

Health Policy Resource Center Now Available
The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website, State
Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual
resource center developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential
solutions to health policy problems that state policymakers face. The website also
will provide policymakers with innovative approaches from expert analysis and
the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care access,
affordability and quality.

The website focuses on various topics, including:

Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health
insurance exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies
that increase health insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act
changes required by 2014 come into effect;
Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs
and maintain access to quality care for beneficiaries;
Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care
costs, improve the quality of care and provide access to many people as
possible;
Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their
various roles to promote better health among state residents;
Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce
planning and development strategies to respond to the growing demand on
health care; and
Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system
performance, support patient self-management, support widespread
adoption of electronic health records and design effective health information
exchanges.

Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-
led efforts; federal regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and
expert sources with subject matter expertise.

mailto:mschiff@nga.org?subject=Employee%20Health%20Insurance
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Contact: Josette Gbemudu, 202-624-5325

Webinars

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
Consumer acceptance of PEVs is an important goal for ensuring widespread
vehicle adoption. NGA will invite a panel of speakers to share the latest
approaches to increase public awareness and acceptance of EVs. Speakers are
expected to include federal, state and private sector participants. This is the first
webinar of the State Electric Vehicles Learning Network, designed to help state
share best practices and lessons learned that advance the deployment of electric
vehicles and plug-in hybrids (PEVs). Please contact us for call-in information.   
November 20th, 2012; 1:0 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Meetings

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
Currently more than half of the states administer high-stakes exit examinations
to students by tying passage of minimum standards tests to high school
graduation. The implementation of the CCSS provides an opening for states to
raise the question about whether they plan to continue tying the results of high
school assessments to graduation decisions, and if so, what transition steps are
necessary in light of the new standards and assessments.

In an effort to engage these issues, NGA invites up to eight state teams to
participate in a conversation about high stakes assessments. Participation is on a
first-come, first-serve basis. State teams may consist of up to three individuals,
including the governor’s education policy advisor, state department of education
representative (deputy or assistant secretary level or higher is required), state
board of education member and/or state legislator (such as chair of
House/Senate education committee).
November 13th, 2012; 1:00 – 6:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
The CCSS present an unprecedented opportunity to ensure that recent high
school graduates come to college or a career-training program ready for success
in credit-bearing work. Involvement of postsecondary educators and faculty in
the implementation of these standards is key to their ultimate success, as they
affect areas such as preparation for postsecondary success, in- and pre-service
teacher and leader education, and placement of students. While many states and
postsecondary institutions are engaged in these efforts, support for
postsecondary decision-maker involvement has been less robust than it needs to
be if these efforts are to be successful.

To advance conversations regarding these issues, NGA invites teams of two (2)
from up to eight (8) states to participate in a conversation about postsecondary
transition issues. This meeting will be held back-to-back with the High Stakes
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Assessment policy forum. Teams may participate in one or both meetings.
Participation is on a first-come, first-serve basis. State teams should include the
governor's education policy advisor and one higher education official from the
higher education executive office or postsecondary system office. 
November 14th, 2012; 8:30am – 12:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
The NGA Center’s Education Division will hold a learning lab in Chicago on Illinois’
efforts to link principals’ professional development and the state’s early childhood
education goals. Participants will also hear about how Illinois’ principal
preparation redesign is part of a larger state effort to strengthen linkages
between early learning and Pre-K to 12 state policies.

Interested states should submit contact information for up to four state team
members by September 21st. The team must include the governor’s education
policy advisor or senior designee and a representative from your state’s early
childhood advisory council. The NGA Center will reimburse for travel and
expenses for up to six teams on a first come, first serve basis. Please contact
Amanda Szekely for more information.
November 28th – 29th; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

National Summit on Government Redesign
Over the past few years, governors have been leading their states to redesign
policies and processes in an effort to reduce costs and improve efficiency.  The
summit will allow state teams to learn about best practices and share
experiences around those efforts to reform and streamline state government.
Participants will hear from national experts and their peers in other states on
topics such as reforming pensions and benefits to attract the state workforce of
the future, changing Medicaid to constrain cost growth, managing K-12 and
higher education budgets to promote efficiency, using data to design effective
policies and track performance, and communicating redesign results to
constituents.

Participating individuals or teams should be appointed by the
governor. Teams should be comprised of senior state leaders such as, budget
directors, policy directors, agency directors, and chiefs of staff, who are in a
position to develop and implement substantial changes in policies and practices.
Travel-related expenses will be covered for up to two participants from each
state. Please contact Erin Sparks for registration information.
December 5th – 6th; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

 

Bidders Call – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 2nd, 2012 3:00 pm EST
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
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November 13th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
November 14th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
November 20th, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

RFA Due – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 21st, 2012
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
November 28th – 29th, 2012; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

Policy Academy Meeting – Resource Reallocation in Education
November 29th – 30th, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

National Summit on Government Redesign 
December 5th – 6th, 2012; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12th – 14th, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker
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Front & Center will return next week.

What's New

RFA Available: Learning Network on Improving Birth Outcomes 
As governors continue to seek ways to reduce Medicaid costs while improving
care for beneficiaries, one area where some states are seeing success is reducing
preterm births.  Medicaid and CHIP cover nearly 50 percent of births
nationwide and there is a relatively high incidence of premature births across
the program.  The resulting medical complications of a preterm birth are not only
harmful for the infant, but directly translate into increased costs -- from 9 to 33
times the cost of a full-term delivery.

The National Governors Association has launched a Learning Network on
“Improving Birth Outcomes” to assist states in developing, implementing and
aligning their key policies and initiatives related to the improvement of birth
outcomes.  Over the next year, NGA will convene in-state sessions in 12 selected
states to facilitate this process. This will be the first of three opportunities to
apply for this Learning Network. There will be four states selected in each round,
which will include a networking conference to facilitate shared learning. 

Applications are due on November 21, and the first state visits will take place in
January. There will be a conference call on November 2 at 3:00 pm for those
interested in learning more about this opportunity. Contact us with any questions
and to receive the request for applications.
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Publications

Strategies for Curbing Health Insurance Costs for State Employees:
Benefit Design, Wellness Programs, and Data Mining
With continued strains on state budgets, governors are finding innovative ways
to do more with less across state government. Included in those budget strains
are the rising health care costs and rising insurance premiums for state employee
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health care benefits. A new issue brief by the National Governors Association
(NGA) examines ways to provide state employees with access to quality care at
lower costs rather than simply raising premiums or cutting health benefits.

This issue brief examines several models for employees’ insurance plans,
including:

Collecting and analyzing data to understand rising health care costs and
inform decisions about changes in health plans;
Offering wellness programs and incentives for state employees to improve
health outcomes by preventing chronic diseases and reducing the costs of
treatment; and
Introducing new health benefit plans such as high-deductible or consumer
driven health plans; health plans designed to maximize the value of
expenditures; and plans that offer tiered or limited provider networks.

Contact: Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395

 

Health Policy Resource Center Now Available
The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website, State
Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual
resource center developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential
solutions to health policy problems that state policymakers face. The website also
will provide policymakers with innovative approaches from expert analysis and
the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care access,
affordability and quality.

The website focuses on various topics, including:

Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health
insurance exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies
that increase health insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act
changes required by 2014 come into effect;
Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs
and maintain access to quality care for beneficiaries;
Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care
costs, improve the quality of care and provide access to many people as
possible;
Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their
various roles to promote better health among state residents;
Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce
planning and development strategies to respond to the growing demand on
health care; and
Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system
performance, support patient self-management, support widespread
adoption of electronic health records and design effective health information
exchanges.

Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-
led efforts; federal regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and
expert sources with subject matter expertise.
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Contact: Josette Gbemudu, 202-624-5325

Webinars

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
Consumer acceptance of PEVs is an important goal for ensuring widespread
vehicle adoption. NGA will invite a panel of speakers to share the latest
approaches to increase public awareness and acceptance of EVs. Speakers are
expected to include federal, state and private sector participants. This is the first
webinar of the State Electric Vehicles Learning Network, designed to help state
share best practices and lessons learned that advance the deployment of electric
vehicles and plug-in hybrids (PEVs). Please contact us for call-in information.   
November 20th, 2012; 1:0 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Meetings

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
Currently more than half of the states administer high-stakes exit examinations
to students by tying passage of minimum standards tests to high school
graduation. The implementation of the CCSS provides an opening for states to
raise the question about whether they plan to continue tying the results of high
school assessments to graduation decisions, and if so, what transition steps are
necessary in light of the new standards and assessments.

In an effort to engage these issues, NGA invites up to eight state teams to
participate in a conversation about high stakes assessments. Participation is on a
first-come, first-serve basis. State teams may consist of up to three individuals,
including the governor’s education policy advisor, state department of education
representative (deputy or assistant secretary level or higher is required), state
board of education member and/or state legislator (such as chair of
House/Senate education committee).
November 13th, 2012; 1:00 – 6:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
The CCSS present an unprecedented opportunity to ensure that recent high
school graduates come to college or a career-training program ready for success
in credit-bearing work. Involvement of postsecondary educators and faculty in
the implementation of these standards is key to their ultimate success, as they
affect areas such as preparation for postsecondary success, in- and pre-service
teacher and leader education, and placement of students. While many states and
postsecondary institutions are engaged in these efforts, support for
postsecondary decision-maker involvement has been less robust than it needs to
be if these efforts are to be successful.

To advance conversations regarding these issues, NGA invites teams of two (2)
from up to eight (8) states to participate in a conversation about postsecondary
transition issues. This meeting will be held back-to-back with the High Stakes
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Assessment policy forum. Teams may participate in one or both meetings.
Participation is on a first-come, first-serve basis. State teams should include the
governor's education policy advisor and one higher education official from the
higher education executive office or postsecondary system office. 
November 14th, 2012; 8:30am – 12:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
The NGA Center’s Education Division will hold a learning lab in Chicago on Illinois’
efforts to link principals’ professional development and the state’s early childhood
education goals. Participants will also hear about how Illinois’ principal
preparation redesign is part of a larger state effort to strengthen linkages
between early learning and Pre-K to 12 state policies.

Interested states should submit contact information for up to four state team
members by September 21st. The team must include the governor’s education
policy advisor or senior designee and a representative from your state’s early
childhood advisory council. The NGA Center will reimburse for travel and
expenses for up to six teams on a first come, first serve basis. Please contact
Amanda Szekely for more information.
November 28th – 29th; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

National Summit on Government Redesign
Over the past few years, governors have been leading their states to redesign
policies and processes in an effort to reduce costs and improve efficiency.  The
summit will allow state teams to learn about best practices and share
experiences around those efforts to reform and streamline state government.
Participants will hear from national experts and their peers in other states on
topics such as reforming pensions and benefits to attract the state workforce of
the future, changing Medicaid to constrain cost growth, managing K-12 and
higher education budgets to promote efficiency, using data to design effective
policies and track performance, and communicating redesign results to
constituents.

Participating individuals or teams should be appointed by the
governor. Teams should be comprised of senior state leaders such as, budget
directors, policy directors, agency directors, and chiefs of staff, who are in a
position to develop and implement substantial changes in policies and practices.
Travel-related expenses will be covered for up to two participants from each
state. Please contact Erin Sparks for registration information.
December 5th – 6th; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

 

Bidders Call – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 2nd, 2012 3:00 pm EST
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
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November 13th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
November 14th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
November 20th, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

RFA Due – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 21st, 2012
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
November 28th – 29th, 2012; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

Policy Academy Meeting – Resource Reallocation in Education
November 29th – 30th, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

National Summit on Government Redesign 
December 5th – 6th, 2012; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12th – 14th, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker
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Washington State Competition Focuses on
Mobile Software Apps -- Washington State's
Broadband Office, King County, and the City of
Seattle recently announced the winners from
the Evergreen Apps Challenge, an effort to
encourage local entrepreneurs to build mobile
software applications that can help people
create useful experiences from the data that

government creates on a day-to-day basis.

Virginia Launches College Graduate Earnings Database -- Virginia introduced a
database that shows how much graduates from particular programs earn 18
months after degree completion. 

Pennsylvania Launches Career Tool for Students and Job Seekers -- Gov. Tom
Corbett has unveiled "Pennsylvania Career Coach," a statewide, free online tool
designed to help Pennsylvania students and job seekers make lasting career
choices. 

California Offers Digital Textbooks to College Students -- California Gov. Jerry
Brown signed two bills into law that will increase access to free online textbooks
for undergraduate students.

Maryland Seeks to Improve Response to Power Outages -- A task force formed
by Maryland Gov. Martin O'Malley following this summer's violent thunderstorms
has released its recommendations for preventing and managing power outages. 

Connecticut Releases Draft Energy Strategy -- Connecticut Gov. Dannel Malloy
has released a draft comprehensive energy strategy. 

October is Long Term Care Residents' Rights Month in South Dakota -- South
Dakota Gov. Dennis Daugaard has declared October Long Term Care Residents'
Rights Month. 

Hunters Help Feed the Hungry in Missouri -- Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon has
announced a partnership among the Conservation Federation of Missouri, the
Missouri Department of Conservation, local food banks, and meat processors to
donate venison provided by deer hunters to families in need.
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Report Offers Roadmap for Improving Early Reading Proficiency -- The Education
Commission of the States (ECS) released A Problem Still in Search of a Solution:
A State Policy Roadmap for Improving Early Reading Proficiency, which sets out a
policy model for states to use to improve student reading performance. 

States Continue Push to Improve Energy Efficiency -- The American Council for
an Energy Efficient Economy (ACEEE) has released its annual Energy Efficiency
Scorecard.

Strategic Placement Could Increase Purchase of Healthy Foods -- An article in the
New England Journal of Medicine looked at food placement in stores and how it
influences purchasing behavior. 

Survey: As State Budgets Improve, So Does Trust in Government -- According to
Gallup's annual governance survey, Americans are trusting more in their state
government.

 

What's New

The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website, State
Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual
resource center developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential
solutions to health policy problems that state policymakers face. The website also
will provide policymakers with innovative approaches from expert analysis and
the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care access,
affordability and quality.

The website focuses on various topics, including:

Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health
insurance exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies
that increase health insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act
changes required by 2014 come into effect;
Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs
and maintain access to quality care for beneficiaries;
Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care
costs, improve the quality of care and provide access to many people as
possible;
Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their
various roles to promote better health among state residents;
Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce
planning and development strategies to respond to the growing demand on
health care; and
Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system
performance, support patient self-management, support widespread
adoption of electronic health records and design effective health information
exchanges.
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Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-
led efforts; federal regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and
expert sources with subject matter expertise.
Contact: Josette Gbemudu, 202-624-5325

Meetings

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
Currently more than half of the states administer high-stakes exit examinations
to students by tying passage of minimum standards tests to high school
graduation. The implementation of the CCSS provides an opening for states to
raise the question about whether they plan to continue tying the results of high
school assessments to graduation decisions, and if so, what transition steps are
necessary in light of the new standards and assessments.

In an effort to engage these issues, NGA invites up to eight state teams to
participate in a conversation about high stakes assessments. Participation is on a
first-come, first-serve basis. State teams may consist of up to three individuals,
including the governor’s education policy advisor, state department of education
representative (deputy or assistant secretary level or higher is required), state
board of education member and/or state legislator (such as chair of
House/Senate education committee).
November 13th, 2012; 1:00 – 6:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
The CCSS present an unprecedented opportunity to ensure that recent high
school graduates come to college or a career-training program ready for success
in credit-bearing work. Involvement of postsecondary educators and faculty in
the implementation of these standards is key to their ultimate success, as they
affect areas such as preparation for postsecondary success, in- and pre-service
teacher and leader education, and placement of students. While many states and
postsecondary institutions are engaged in these efforts, support for
postsecondary decision-maker involvement has been less robust than it needs to
be if these efforts are to be successful.

To advance conversations regarding these issues, NGA invites teams of two (2)
from up to eight (8) states to participate in a conversation about postsecondary
transition issues. This meeting will be held back-to-back with the High Stakes
Assessment policy forum. Teams may participate in one or both meetings.
Participation is on a first-come, first-serve basis. State teams should include the
governor's education policy advisor and one higher education official from the
higher education executive office or postsecondary system office. 
November 14th, 2012; 8:30am – 12:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
The NGA Center’s Education Division will hold a learning lab in Chicago on Illinois’
efforts to link principals’ professional development and the state’s early childhood
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education goals. Participants will also hear about how Illinois’ principal
preparation redesign is part of a larger state effort to strengthen linkages
between early learning and Pre-K to 12 state policies.

Interested states should submit contact information for up to four state team
members by September 21st. The team must include the governor’s education
policy advisor or senior designee and a representative from your state’s early
childhood advisory council. The NGA Center will reimburse for travel and
expenses for up to six teams on a first come, first serve basis. Please contact
Amanda Szekely for more information.
November 28th – 29th; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

 

Prescription Drug Abuse Policy Academy Meeting
October 22nd – 23rd, 2012; Montgomery, AL
Contact: Jeff McLeod, 202-624-5311 or Kelly Murphy, 202-624-7895

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
November 13th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
November 14th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
November 28th – 29th, 2012; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12th – 14th, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker
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Washington State Competition Focuses on
Mobile Software Apps -- Washington State's
Broadband Office, King County, and the City of
Seattle recently announced the winners from
the Evergreen Apps Challenge, an effort to
encourage local entrepreneurs to build mobile
software applications that can help people
create useful experiences from the data that

government creates on a day-to-day basis.

Virginia Launches College Graduate Earnings Database -- Virginia introduced a
database that shows how much graduates from particular programs earn 18
months after degree completion. 

Pennsylvania Launches Career Tool for Students and Job Seekers -- Gov. Tom
Corbett has unveiled "Pennsylvania Career Coach," a statewide, free online tool
designed to help Pennsylvania students and job seekers make lasting career
choices. 

California Offers Digital Textbooks to College Students -- California Gov. Jerry
Brown signed two bills into law that will increase access to free online textbooks
for undergraduate students.

Maryland Seeks to Improve Response to Power Outages -- A task force formed
by Maryland Gov. Martin O'Malley following this summer's violent thunderstorms
has released its recommendations for preventing and managing power outages. 

Connecticut Releases Draft Energy Strategy -- Connecticut Gov. Dannel Malloy
has released a draft comprehensive energy strategy. 

October is Long Term Care Residents' Rights Month in South Dakota -- South
Dakota Gov. Dennis Daugaard has declared October Long Term Care Residents'
Rights Month. 

Hunters Help Feed the Hungry in Missouri -- Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon has
announced a partnership among the Conservation Federation of Missouri, the
Missouri Department of Conservation, local food banks, and meat processors to
donate venison provided by deer hunters to families in need.
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Report Offers Roadmap for Improving Early Reading Proficiency -- The Education
Commission of the States (ECS) released A Problem Still in Search of a Solution:
A State Policy Roadmap for Improving Early Reading Proficiency, which sets out a
policy model for states to use to improve student reading performance. 

States Continue Push to Improve Energy Efficiency -- The American Council for
an Energy Efficient Economy (ACEEE) has released its annual Energy Efficiency
Scorecard.

Strategic Placement Could Increase Purchase of Healthy Foods -- An article in the
New England Journal of Medicine looked at food placement in stores and how it
influences purchasing behavior. 

Survey: As State Budgets Improve, So Does Trust in Government -- According to
Gallup's annual governance survey, Americans are trusting more in their state
government.

 

What's New

The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website, State
Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual
resource center developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential
solutions to health policy problems that state policymakers face. The website also
will provide policymakers with innovative approaches from expert analysis and
the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care access,
affordability and quality.

The website focuses on various topics, including:

Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health
insurance exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies
that increase health insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act
changes required by 2014 come into effect;
Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs
and maintain access to quality care for beneficiaries;
Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care
costs, improve the quality of care and provide access to many people as
possible;
Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their
various roles to promote better health among state residents;
Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce
planning and development strategies to respond to the growing demand on
health care; and
Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system
performance, support patient self-management, support widespread
adoption of electronic health records and design effective health information
exchanges.
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Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-
led efforts; federal regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and
expert sources with subject matter expertise.
Contact: Josette Gbemudu, 202-624-5325

Meetings

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
Currently more than half of the states administer high-stakes exit examinations
to students by tying passage of minimum standards tests to high school
graduation. The implementation of the CCSS provides an opening for states to
raise the question about whether they plan to continue tying the results of high
school assessments to graduation decisions, and if so, what transition steps are
necessary in light of the new standards and assessments.

In an effort to engage these issues, NGA invites up to eight state teams to
participate in a conversation about high stakes assessments. Participation is on a
first-come, first-serve basis. State teams may consist of up to three individuals,
including the governor’s education policy advisor, state department of education
representative (deputy or assistant secretary level or higher is required), state
board of education member and/or state legislator (such as chair of
House/Senate education committee).
November 13th, 2012; 1:00 – 6:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
The CCSS present an unprecedented opportunity to ensure that recent high
school graduates come to college or a career-training program ready for success
in credit-bearing work. Involvement of postsecondary educators and faculty in
the implementation of these standards is key to their ultimate success, as they
affect areas such as preparation for postsecondary success, in- and pre-service
teacher and leader education, and placement of students. While many states and
postsecondary institutions are engaged in these efforts, support for
postsecondary decision-maker involvement has been less robust than it needs to
be if these efforts are to be successful.

To advance conversations regarding these issues, NGA invites teams of two (2)
from up to eight (8) states to participate in a conversation about postsecondary
transition issues. This meeting will be held back-to-back with the High Stakes
Assessment policy forum. Teams may participate in one or both meetings.
Participation is on a first-come, first-serve basis. State teams should include the
governor's education policy advisor and one higher education official from the
higher education executive office or postsecondary system office. 
November 14th, 2012; 8:30am – 12:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
The NGA Center’s Education Division will hold a learning lab in Chicago on Illinois’
efforts to link principals’ professional development and the state’s early childhood
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education goals. Participants will also hear about how Illinois’ principal
preparation redesign is part of a larger state effort to strengthen linkages
between early learning and Pre-K to 12 state policies.

Interested states should submit contact information for up to four state team
members by September 21st. The team must include the governor’s education
policy advisor or senior designee and a representative from your state’s early
childhood advisory council. The NGA Center will reimburse for travel and
expenses for up to six teams on a first come, first serve basis. Please contact
Amanda Szekely for more information.
November 28th – 29th; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

 

Prescription Drug Abuse Policy Academy Meeting
October 22nd – 23rd, 2012; Montgomery, AL
Contact: Jeff McLeod, 202-624-5311 or Kelly Murphy, 202-624-7895

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
November 13th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
November 14th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
November 28th – 29th, 2012; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12th – 14th, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
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Kentucky Launches Institute for Parent
Leadership -- Kentucky Gov. Steven L.
Beshear announced the creation of the
Governor's Commonwealth Institute for Parent
Leadership (GCIPL), an independent non-profit
organization designed to educate parents to be
leaders in Kentucky schools.

Indiana Releases Update to Career Tool -- The Indiana Department of Workforce
Development (DWD) has released the latest "Hoosier Hot 50" jobs list, a tool
which helps Indiana residents of all ages identify the skills they need for the
current job market and for jobs projected to grow in the future.

Michigan Governor Lays Out Energy and Environment Vision -- Michigan Gov.
Rick Snyder's recent special message on energy and the environment highlighted
the governor's plan for providing reliable and affordable energy and protecting
the state's most important environmental resources, particularly water.

Kansas State Employees to Participate in Weight Loss Challenge -- Kansas Gov.
Sam Brownback has issued a statewide Weight Loss Challenge for the 2013
legislative session. 

Alabama Initiates New Physical Fitness Assessment -- Beginning this school year,
Alabama students in Grades 2-12 will participate in the new Alabama Physical
Fitness Assessment (APFA).

Wyoming Public Suggests Energy Strategy Ideas -- Wyoming Gov. Matt Mead
released a list of more than 70 suggested initiatives that were submitted in
response to his call for public input into the state's energy strategy.

New York Forms Several Commissions to Improve Emergency Preparedness --
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo created three commissions that will conduct a
comprehensive review of the state's emergency preparedness and response
capabilities during natural disasters.

California Releases State Findings on Human Trafficking -- The California
Department of Justice released a report describing the state's progress in
combatting human trafficking since the formation of the California Alliance to
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Combat Trafficking and Slavery Task Force in 2007.

New Recommendations Released for Pennsylvania Child Protection Agencies --
The Pennsylvania Task Force on Child Protection, a panel created by the General
Assembly to review state laws and procedures governing child protection and the
reporting of child abuse, recently released a report with policy and statutory
recommendations that aim to increase accountability and coordination between
agencies that work with children who have suffered abuse.

 

New Report Summarizes State Health Insurance Exchange Decisions -- The Kaiser
Family Foundation released a report summarizing the types of health insurance
exchanges chosen by each state.

Learning Collaborative Suggests Medical Homes Could Reduce Developmental
Delays -- A National Academy for State Health Policy briefing highlighted lessons
learned from five states – Arkansas, Illinois, Minnesota, Oklahoma, and Oregon –
that participated in a learning collaborative to develop and test models that
might improve care coordination for children with or at risk of developmental
delay.

U.S. Electric Grid Vulnerable to Terrorist Attack -- According to a report by the
National Research Council, the United States' electric power delivery system is
vulnerable to terrorist attacks that could potentially cause more damage to the
system than natural disasters.

Price of Solar Photovoltaic Systems Continues to Fall -- The Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory released a report outlining the trends in the price of solar
photovoltaic (PV) systems over the past 14 years.

Startups Hire More, Pay Less than Older Firms -- A new report from the Ewing
Marion Kauffman Foundation uses the Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI), a
research tool from the Census Bureau which was recently modified to provide
information on firm age and size, to shed light on hiring, turnover, and wages at
young businesses and startups.

State Collaboration on Assessments Could Lead to Cost Savings -- A Brookings
Institution report, Strength in Numbers: State Spending on K-12 Assessment
Systems, examines current state expenditures for assessment systems and
makes recommendations that could help decrease assessment costs.

 

Webinars

PEV Use in State Fleets: Current Success and Looking Ahead
State fleets can serve as an early test bed for advanced vehicle technologies and
help promote wider consumer acceptance. The National Governors Association
will invite a panel of fleet stakeholders to share innovative approaches for
managing and monitoring EV fleets and related infrastructure, including the use
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new tools and approaches. Additional speakers may include local and private
sector fleet managers who will share experiences and practices that can be
transferrable to the public sector. This is the second webinar of the State Electric
Vehicles Learning Network designed to help state share best practices and
lessons learned that advance the deployment of electric vehicles and plug-in
hybrids.
December 18, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Meetings

Policy Forum: Connecting Teacher and Leader Effectiveness
State teams are invited to participate in a policy forum focused on measures of
effective teaching, school leadership issues, and the connection between these
two important aspects of school and student success. 

The teams will spend the first day hearing from experts from the Gates’ Measures
of Effective Teaching project about their latest study results and its implications
for state policymaking. This half-day session will be followed by a two-day policy
forum focused on state strategies for preparing and continuously training school
leaders to evaluate and support teacher effectiveness. Other presenters will
include research, policy, and practice experts at the local, state, and national
levels. Participants will have opportunities to ask questions of presenters, engage
in facilitated discussion, and most importantly, work with team members to talk
about what they are learning and develop action plans for future work. This
forum is open to state teams of four individuals for up to sixteen states.
January 14 – 16, 2012; Raleigh, NC
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7801 (agenda); Simone Alexander, 202-624-
7801 (registration)

 

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12 – 14, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

School Leadership: Preparation and Training of School Leaders to
Evaluate and Support Teacher Effectiveness
December 13-14, 2012
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7857

PEV Use in State Fleets: Current Success and Looking Ahead
December 18, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Policy Forum: Connecting Teacher and Leader Effectiveness
January 14 – 16, 2012; Raleigh, NC
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7857
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Kentucky Launches Institute for Parent
Leadership -- Kentucky Gov. Steven L.
Beshear announced the creation of the
Governor's Commonwealth Institute for Parent
Leadership (GCIPL), an independent non-profit
organization designed to educate parents to be
leaders in Kentucky schools.

Indiana Releases Update to Career Tool -- The Indiana Department of Workforce
Development (DWD) has released the latest "Hoosier Hot 50" jobs list, a tool
which helps Indiana residents of all ages identify the skills they need for the
current job market and for jobs projected to grow in the future.

Michigan Governor Lays Out Energy and Environment Vision -- Michigan Gov.
Rick Snyder's recent special message on energy and the environment highlighted
the governor's plan for providing reliable and affordable energy and protecting
the state's most important environmental resources, particularly water.

Kansas State Employees to Participate in Weight Loss Challenge -- Kansas Gov.
Sam Brownback has issued a statewide Weight Loss Challenge for the 2013
legislative session. 

Alabama Initiates New Physical Fitness Assessment -- Beginning this school year,
Alabama students in Grades 2-12 will participate in the new Alabama Physical
Fitness Assessment (APFA).

Wyoming Public Suggests Energy Strategy Ideas -- Wyoming Gov. Matt Mead
released a list of more than 70 suggested initiatives that were submitted in
response to his call for public input into the state's energy strategy.

New York Forms Several Commissions to Improve Emergency Preparedness --
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo created three commissions that will conduct a
comprehensive review of the state's emergency preparedness and response
capabilities during natural disasters.

California Releases State Findings on Human Trafficking -- The California
Department of Justice released a report describing the state's progress in
combatting human trafficking since the formation of the California Alliance to
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Combat Trafficking and Slavery Task Force in 2007.

New Recommendations Released for Pennsylvania Child Protection Agencies --
The Pennsylvania Task Force on Child Protection, a panel created by the General
Assembly to review state laws and procedures governing child protection and the
reporting of child abuse, recently released a report with policy and statutory
recommendations that aim to increase accountability and coordination between
agencies that work with children who have suffered abuse.

 

New Report Summarizes State Health Insurance Exchange Decisions -- The Kaiser
Family Foundation released a report summarizing the types of health insurance
exchanges chosen by each state.

Learning Collaborative Suggests Medical Homes Could Reduce Developmental
Delays -- A National Academy for State Health Policy briefing highlighted lessons
learned from five states – Arkansas, Illinois, Minnesota, Oklahoma, and Oregon –
that participated in a learning collaborative to develop and test models that
might improve care coordination for children with or at risk of developmental
delay.

U.S. Electric Grid Vulnerable to Terrorist Attack -- According to a report by the
National Research Council, the United States' electric power delivery system is
vulnerable to terrorist attacks that could potentially cause more damage to the
system than natural disasters.

Price of Solar Photovoltaic Systems Continues to Fall -- The Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory released a report outlining the trends in the price of solar
photovoltaic (PV) systems over the past 14 years.

Startups Hire More, Pay Less than Older Firms -- A new report from the Ewing
Marion Kauffman Foundation uses the Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI), a
research tool from the Census Bureau which was recently modified to provide
information on firm age and size, to shed light on hiring, turnover, and wages at
young businesses and startups.

State Collaboration on Assessments Could Lead to Cost Savings -- A Brookings
Institution report, Strength in Numbers: State Spending on K-12 Assessment
Systems, examines current state expenditures for assessment systems and
makes recommendations that could help decrease assessment costs.

 

Webinars

PEV Use in State Fleets: Current Success and Looking Ahead
State fleets can serve as an early test bed for advanced vehicle technologies and
help promote wider consumer acceptance. The National Governors Association
will invite a panel of fleet stakeholders to share innovative approaches for
managing and monitoring EV fleets and related infrastructure, including the use

http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---december-7-2012.html#State9
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---december-7-2012.html#Other1
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---december-7-2012.html#Other2
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---december-7-2012.html#Other2
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---december-7-2012.html#Other3
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---december-7-2012.html#Other4
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---december-7-2012.html#Other5
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---december-7-2012.html#Other6


new tools and approaches. Additional speakers may include local and private
sector fleet managers who will share experiences and practices that can be
transferrable to the public sector. This is the second webinar of the State Electric
Vehicles Learning Network designed to help state share best practices and
lessons learned that advance the deployment of electric vehicles and plug-in
hybrids.
December 18, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Meetings

Policy Forum: Connecting Teacher and Leader Effectiveness
State teams are invited to participate in a policy forum focused on measures of
effective teaching, school leadership issues, and the connection between these
two important aspects of school and student success. 

The teams will spend the first day hearing from experts from the Gates’ Measures
of Effective Teaching project about their latest study results and its implications
for state policymaking. This half-day session will be followed by a two-day policy
forum focused on state strategies for preparing and continuously training school
leaders to evaluate and support teacher effectiveness. Other presenters will
include research, policy, and practice experts at the local, state, and national
levels. Participants will have opportunities to ask questions of presenters, engage
in facilitated discussion, and most importantly, work with team members to talk
about what they are learning and develop action plans for future work. This
forum is open to state teams of four individuals for up to sixteen states.
January 14 – 16, 2012; Raleigh, NC
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7801 (agenda); Simone Alexander, 202-624-
7801 (registration)

 

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12 – 14, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

School Leadership: Preparation and Training of School Leaders to
Evaluate and Support Teacher Effectiveness
December 13-14, 2012
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7857

PEV Use in State Fleets: Current Success and Looking Ahead
December 18, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Policy Forum: Connecting Teacher and Leader Effectiveness
January 14 – 16, 2012; Raleigh, NC
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7857
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Virginia Department of Social Services Launches
Unified Benefits Application -- Virginia Gov.
Bob McDonnell announced the launch of
CommonHelp, an easy to use and secure self-
service delivery system that will provide
Virginians with the ability to screen their
eligibility for public benefits, apply, check on
the status of applications, and update or renew

their information online.

Vermont Program Addresses Home Health Hazards -- Vermont Gov. Peter
Shumlin recently announced the receipt of a $1.7 million grant from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development to address health and safety
hazards in low-income housing around the state.

Rhode Island Institutes Statewide Cybersecurity Plan -- Rhode Island Gov.
Lincoln Chaffee announced the state's first strategic plan for cybersecurity. 

Massachusetts Expands Clean Energy Internship for College Students --
Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick announced the expansion of a state-run
program that provides college students with paid internships at Massachusetts-
based clean energy companies.

Tennessee Works to Minimize Effects of Medicaid Eligibility Changes --
Tennessee is asking the Medicaid managed care companies in that state to offer
a health insurance plan on the state's health insurance exchange that covers the
same care networks as the Medicaid plans to increase consistency in care for
those families whose Medicaid eligibility changes throughout a year.

Michigan Panel Suggests Ways to Link State Parks and Economic Development --
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder's Blue Ribbon Panel on State Parks and Outdoor
Recreation presented its recommendations to the governor, offering seven
strategies for improving the ability of state parks to meet the needs of Michigan
residents and visitors.

North Carolina Expands Pre-K Programs -- North Carolina Gov. Beverly Perdue
issued an executive order expanding the state's pre-kindergarten programs,
which will serve up to 6,300 additional children by January 1, 2013. 
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Utah Aims for 66 Percent Receiving College Degree or Certificate -- Utah Gov.
Gary Herbert announced the PACE plan to increase the number of adults with a
post-secondary degree or certification to 66 percent by 2020. 

Wisconsin Receives Innovation Award for Community Emergency Recovery
Guidebook -- The Economic Development Administration Disaster Recovery
Collaborative of Wisconsin recently received a 2012 Innovation Award from the
National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) Research Foundation
for the Community Economic Recovery Guidebook.

 

States Have a Role in Making Consumer Health Care Data Available -- A recent
Health Affairs article examined the effects that high-deductible health plans have
on health spending. 

Report: Three-Strikes Laws May Not be Effective Crime Deterrent -- A report in
the California Journal of Politics and Policy found "three-strikes" laws have done
nothing to reduce crime rates in the states that have them.

Energy Production Straining U.S. Water Resources -- A new report from the
Government Accountability Office calls for improved planning and monitoring of
the nation's water supply as domestic energy production increases demand for
water.

Organization Proposes Model Charter School Law -- The Center for Education
Reform proposed a model charter school law for all states to use in crafting state
legislation.

Increased Earnings Depends on Continued, Targeted Workforce Training -- The
final report in a series covering the effects of the Work Advancement and Support
Center (WASC) on workers' earnings and levels of public assistance has been
released, providing an update on study participants three to four years after their
initial start in the program.

 

What's New

RFA Available: Learning Network on Improving Birth Outcomes 
As governors continue to seek ways to reduce Medicaid costs while improving
care for beneficiaries, one area where some states are seeing success is reducing
preterm births.  Medicaid and CHIP cover nearly 50 percent of births
nationwide and there is a relatively high incidence of premature births across
the program.  The resulting medical complications of a preterm birth are not only
harmful for the infant, but directly translate into increased costs -- from 9 to 33
times the cost of a full-term delivery.

The National Governors Association has launched a Learning Network on
“Improving Birth Outcomes” to assist states in developing, implementing and
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aligning their key policies and initiatives related to the improvement of birth
outcomes.  Over the next year, NGA will convene in-state sessions in 12 selected
states to facilitate this process. This will be the first of three opportunities to
apply for this Learning Network. There will be four states selected in each round,
which will include a networking conference to facilitate shared learning. 

Applications are due on November 21, and the first state visits will take place in
January. There will be a conference call on November 2 at 3:00 pm for those
interested in learning more about this opportunity. Contact us with any questions
and to receive the request for applications.  
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Publications

Strategies for Curbing Health Insurance Costs for State Employees:
Benefit Design, Wellness Programs, and Data Mining
With continued strains on state budgets, governors are finding innovative ways
to do more with less across state government. Included in those budget strains
are the rising health care costs and rising insurance premiums for state employee
health care benefits. A new issue brief by the National Governors Association
(NGA) examines ways to provide state employees with access to quality care at
lower costs rather than simply raising premiums or cutting health benefits.

This issue brief examines several models for employees’ insurance plans,
including:

Collecting and analyzing data to understand rising health care costs and
inform decisions about changes in health plans;
Offering wellness programs and incentives for state employees to improve
health outcomes by preventing chronic diseases and reducing the costs of
treatment; and
Introducing new health benefit plans such as high-deductible or consumer
driven health plans; health plans designed to maximize the value of
expenditures; and plans that offer tiered or limited provider networks.

Contact: Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395

Health Policy Resource Center Now Available
The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website, State
Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual
resource center developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential
solutions to health policy problems that state policymakers face. The website also
will provide policymakers with innovative approaches from expert analysis and
the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care access,
affordability and quality.

The website focuses on various topics, including:

Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health
insurance exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies
that increase health insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act
changes required by 2014 come into effect;
Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs
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and maintain access to quality care for beneficiaries;
Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care
costs, improve the quality of care and provide access to many people as
possible;
Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their
various roles to promote better health among state residents;
Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce
planning and development strategies to respond to the growing demand on
health care; and
Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system
performance, support patient self-management, support widespread
adoption of electronic health records and design effective health information
exchanges.

Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-
led efforts; federal regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and
expert sources with subject matter expertise.
Contact: Josette Gbemudu, 202-624-5325

Webinars

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
Consumer acceptance of PEVs is an important goal for ensuring widespread
vehicle adoption. NGA will invite a panel of speakers to share the latest
approaches to increase public awareness and acceptance of EVs. Speakers are
expected to include federal, state and private sector participants. This is the first
webinar of the State Electric Vehicles Learning Network, designed to help state
share best practices and lessons learned that advance the deployment of electric
vehicles and plug-in hybrids (PEVs). Please contact us for call-in information.   
November 20th, 2012; 1:0 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Meetings

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
Currently more than half of the states administer high-stakes exit examinations
to students by tying passage of minimum standards tests to high school
graduation. The implementation of the CCSS provides an opening for states to
raise the question about whether they plan to continue tying the results of high
school assessments to graduation decisions, and if so, what transition steps are
necessary in light of the new standards and assessments.

In an effort to engage these issues, NGA invites up to eight state teams to
participate in a conversation about high stakes assessments. Participation is on a
first-come, first-serve basis. State teams may consist of up to three individuals,
including the governor’s education policy advisor, state department of education
representative (deputy or assistant secretary level or higher is required), state
board of education member and/or state legislator (such as chair of
House/Senate education committee).
November 13th, 2012; 1:00 – 6:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
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7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
The CCSS present an unprecedented opportunity to ensure that recent high
school graduates come to college or a career-training program ready for success
in credit-bearing work. Involvement of postsecondary educators and faculty in
the implementation of these standards is key to their ultimate success, as they
affect areas such as preparation for postsecondary success, in- and pre-service
teacher and leader education, and placement of students. While many states and
postsecondary institutions are engaged in these efforts, support for
postsecondary decision-maker involvement has been less robust than it needs to
be if these efforts are to be successful.

To advance conversations regarding these issues, NGA invites teams of two (2)
from up to eight (8) states to participate in a conversation about postsecondary
transition issues. This meeting will be held back-to-back with the High Stakes
Assessment policy forum. Teams may participate in one or both meetings.
Participation is on a first-come, first-serve basis. State teams should include the
governor's education policy advisor and one higher education official from the
higher education executive office or postsecondary system office. 
November 14th, 2012; 8:30am – 12:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
The NGA Center’s Education Division will hold a learning lab in Chicago on Illinois’
efforts to link principals’ professional development and the state’s early childhood
education goals. Participants will also hear about how Illinois’ principal
preparation redesign is part of a larger state effort to strengthen linkages
between early learning and Pre-K to 12 state policies.

Interested states should submit contact information for up to four state team
members by September 21st. The team must include the governor’s education
policy advisor or senior designee and a representative from your state’s early
childhood advisory council. The NGA Center will reimburse for travel and
expenses for up to six teams on a first come, first serve basis. Please contact
Amanda Szekely for more information.
November 28th – 29th; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

National Summit on Government Redesign
Over the past few years, governors have been leading their states to redesign
policies and processes in an effort to reduce costs and improve efficiency.  The
summit will allow state teams to learn about best practices and share
experiences around those efforts to reform and streamline state government.
Participants will hear from national experts and their peers in other states on
topics such as reforming pensions and benefits to attract the state workforce of
the future, changing Medicaid to constrain cost growth, managing K-12 and
higher education budgets to promote efficiency, using data to design effective
policies and track performance, and communicating redesign results to
constituents.
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Participating individuals or teams should be appointed by the
governor. Teams should be comprised of senior state leaders such as, budget
directors, policy directors, agency directors, and chiefs of staff, who are in a
position to develop and implement substantial changes in policies and practices.
Travel-related expenses will be covered for up to two participants from each
state. Please contact Erin Sparks for registration information.
December 5th – 6th; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

 

Bidders Call – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 2nd, 2012 3:00 pm EST
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
November 13th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
November 14th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
November 20th, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

RFA Due – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 21st, 2012
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
November 28th – 29th, 2012; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

Policy Academy Meeting – Resource Reallocation in Education
November 29th – 30th, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

National Summit on Government Redesign 
December 5th – 6th, 2012; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12th – 14th, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
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solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker

 

 

---
You are currently subscribed to [fc] as Phyllis.hudecki@gov.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-216204-
161232.3067f923402d1945bc9e3a2a26806cea@talk.nga.org.

http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/CBPBROCHURE.pdf
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices.html
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/center-publications.html
mailto:webmaster@nga.org?subject=Contact--Amanda Dunker


From: David Moore
To: NGA Front & Center
Subject: Front & Center: Parks; Energy Internships; Consumer Health Data; Public Benefits Applications
Date: Friday, October 26, 2012 6:00:51 AM

 
NGA Center for  Best Practices.  Front  and  Center -  NGA Center's  Weekly  Report to  State  Policymakers

Front & Center | October 26, 2012 | Full Index of this Week's Stories

Virginia Department of Social Services Launches
Unified Benefits Application -- Virginia Gov.
Bob McDonnell announced the launch of
CommonHelp, an easy to use and secure self-
service delivery system that will provide
Virginians with the ability to screen their
eligibility for public benefits, apply, check on
the status of applications, and update or renew

their information online.

Vermont Program Addresses Home Health Hazards -- Vermont Gov. Peter
Shumlin recently announced the receipt of a $1.7 million grant from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development to address health and safety
hazards in low-income housing around the state.

Rhode Island Institutes Statewide Cybersecurity Plan -- Rhode Island Gov.
Lincoln Chaffee announced the state's first strategic plan for cybersecurity. 

Massachusetts Expands Clean Energy Internship for College Students --
Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick announced the expansion of a state-run
program that provides college students with paid internships at Massachusetts-
based clean energy companies.

Tennessee Works to Minimize Effects of Medicaid Eligibility Changes --
Tennessee is asking the Medicaid managed care companies in that state to offer
a health insurance plan on the state's health insurance exchange that covers the
same care networks as the Medicaid plans to increase consistency in care for
those families whose Medicaid eligibility changes throughout a year.

Michigan Panel Suggests Ways to Link State Parks and Economic Development --
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder's Blue Ribbon Panel on State Parks and Outdoor
Recreation presented its recommendations to the governor, offering seven
strategies for improving the ability of state parks to meet the needs of Michigan
residents and visitors.

North Carolina Expands Pre-K Programs -- North Carolina Gov. Beverly Perdue
issued an executive order expanding the state's pre-kindergarten programs,
which will serve up to 6,300 additional children by January 1, 2013. 
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Utah Aims for 66 Percent Receiving College Degree or Certificate -- Utah Gov.
Gary Herbert announced the PACE plan to increase the number of adults with a
post-secondary degree or certification to 66 percent by 2020. 

Wisconsin Receives Innovation Award for Community Emergency Recovery
Guidebook -- The Economic Development Administration Disaster Recovery
Collaborative of Wisconsin recently received a 2012 Innovation Award from the
National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) Research Foundation
for the Community Economic Recovery Guidebook.

 

States Have a Role in Making Consumer Health Care Data Available -- A recent
Health Affairs article examined the effects that high-deductible health plans have
on health spending. 

Report: Three-Strikes Laws May Not be Effective Crime Deterrent -- A report in
the California Journal of Politics and Policy found "three-strikes" laws have done
nothing to reduce crime rates in the states that have them.

Energy Production Straining U.S. Water Resources -- A new report from the
Government Accountability Office calls for improved planning and monitoring of
the nation's water supply as domestic energy production increases demand for
water.

Organization Proposes Model Charter School Law -- The Center for Education
Reform proposed a model charter school law for all states to use in crafting state
legislation.

Increased Earnings Depends on Continued, Targeted Workforce Training -- The
final report in a series covering the effects of the Work Advancement and Support
Center (WASC) on workers' earnings and levels of public assistance has been
released, providing an update on study participants three to four years after their
initial start in the program.

 

What's New

RFA Available: Learning Network on Improving Birth Outcomes 
As governors continue to seek ways to reduce Medicaid costs while improving
care for beneficiaries, one area where some states are seeing success is reducing
preterm births.  Medicaid and CHIP cover nearly 50 percent of births
nationwide and there is a relatively high incidence of premature births across
the program.  The resulting medical complications of a preterm birth are not only
harmful for the infant, but directly translate into increased costs -- from 9 to 33
times the cost of a full-term delivery.

The National Governors Association has launched a Learning Network on
“Improving Birth Outcomes” to assist states in developing, implementing and
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aligning their key policies and initiatives related to the improvement of birth
outcomes.  Over the next year, NGA will convene in-state sessions in 12 selected
states to facilitate this process. This will be the first of three opportunities to
apply for this Learning Network. There will be four states selected in each round,
which will include a networking conference to facilitate shared learning. 

Applications are due on November 21, and the first state visits will take place in
January. There will be a conference call on November 2 at 3:00 pm for those
interested in learning more about this opportunity. Contact us with any questions
and to receive the request for applications.  
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Publications

Strategies for Curbing Health Insurance Costs for State Employees:
Benefit Design, Wellness Programs, and Data Mining
With continued strains on state budgets, governors are finding innovative ways
to do more with less across state government. Included in those budget strains
are the rising health care costs and rising insurance premiums for state employee
health care benefits. A new issue brief by the National Governors Association
(NGA) examines ways to provide state employees with access to quality care at
lower costs rather than simply raising premiums or cutting health benefits.

This issue brief examines several models for employees’ insurance plans,
including:

Collecting and analyzing data to understand rising health care costs and
inform decisions about changes in health plans;
Offering wellness programs and incentives for state employees to improve
health outcomes by preventing chronic diseases and reducing the costs of
treatment; and
Introducing new health benefit plans such as high-deductible or consumer
driven health plans; health plans designed to maximize the value of
expenditures; and plans that offer tiered or limited provider networks.

Contact: Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395

Health Policy Resource Center Now Available
The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website, State
Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual
resource center developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential
solutions to health policy problems that state policymakers face. The website also
will provide policymakers with innovative approaches from expert analysis and
the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care access,
affordability and quality.

The website focuses on various topics, including:

Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health
insurance exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies
that increase health insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act
changes required by 2014 come into effect;
Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs
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and maintain access to quality care for beneficiaries;
Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care
costs, improve the quality of care and provide access to many people as
possible;
Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their
various roles to promote better health among state residents;
Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce
planning and development strategies to respond to the growing demand on
health care; and
Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system
performance, support patient self-management, support widespread
adoption of electronic health records and design effective health information
exchanges.

Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-
led efforts; federal regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and
expert sources with subject matter expertise.
Contact: Josette Gbemudu, 202-624-5325

Webinars

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
Consumer acceptance of PEVs is an important goal for ensuring widespread
vehicle adoption. NGA will invite a panel of speakers to share the latest
approaches to increase public awareness and acceptance of EVs. Speakers are
expected to include federal, state and private sector participants. This is the first
webinar of the State Electric Vehicles Learning Network, designed to help state
share best practices and lessons learned that advance the deployment of electric
vehicles and plug-in hybrids (PEVs). Please contact us for call-in information.   
November 20th, 2012; 1:0 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Meetings

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
Currently more than half of the states administer high-stakes exit examinations
to students by tying passage of minimum standards tests to high school
graduation. The implementation of the CCSS provides an opening for states to
raise the question about whether they plan to continue tying the results of high
school assessments to graduation decisions, and if so, what transition steps are
necessary in light of the new standards and assessments.

In an effort to engage these issues, NGA invites up to eight state teams to
participate in a conversation about high stakes assessments. Participation is on a
first-come, first-serve basis. State teams may consist of up to three individuals,
including the governor’s education policy advisor, state department of education
representative (deputy or assistant secretary level or higher is required), state
board of education member and/or state legislator (such as chair of
House/Senate education committee).
November 13th, 2012; 1:00 – 6:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
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7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
The CCSS present an unprecedented opportunity to ensure that recent high
school graduates come to college or a career-training program ready for success
in credit-bearing work. Involvement of postsecondary educators and faculty in
the implementation of these standards is key to their ultimate success, as they
affect areas such as preparation for postsecondary success, in- and pre-service
teacher and leader education, and placement of students. While many states and
postsecondary institutions are engaged in these efforts, support for
postsecondary decision-maker involvement has been less robust than it needs to
be if these efforts are to be successful.

To advance conversations regarding these issues, NGA invites teams of two (2)
from up to eight (8) states to participate in a conversation about postsecondary
transition issues. This meeting will be held back-to-back with the High Stakes
Assessment policy forum. Teams may participate in one or both meetings.
Participation is on a first-come, first-serve basis. State teams should include the
governor's education policy advisor and one higher education official from the
higher education executive office or postsecondary system office. 
November 14th, 2012; 8:30am – 12:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
The NGA Center’s Education Division will hold a learning lab in Chicago on Illinois’
efforts to link principals’ professional development and the state’s early childhood
education goals. Participants will also hear about how Illinois’ principal
preparation redesign is part of a larger state effort to strengthen linkages
between early learning and Pre-K to 12 state policies.

Interested states should submit contact information for up to four state team
members by September 21st. The team must include the governor’s education
policy advisor or senior designee and a representative from your state’s early
childhood advisory council. The NGA Center will reimburse for travel and
expenses for up to six teams on a first come, first serve basis. Please contact
Amanda Szekely for more information.
November 28th – 29th; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

National Summit on Government Redesign
Over the past few years, governors have been leading their states to redesign
policies and processes in an effort to reduce costs and improve efficiency.  The
summit will allow state teams to learn about best practices and share
experiences around those efforts to reform and streamline state government.
Participants will hear from national experts and their peers in other states on
topics such as reforming pensions and benefits to attract the state workforce of
the future, changing Medicaid to constrain cost growth, managing K-12 and
higher education budgets to promote efficiency, using data to design effective
policies and track performance, and communicating redesign results to
constituents.
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Participating individuals or teams should be appointed by the
governor. Teams should be comprised of senior state leaders such as, budget
directors, policy directors, agency directors, and chiefs of staff, who are in a
position to develop and implement substantial changes in policies and practices.
Travel-related expenses will be covered for up to two participants from each
state. Please contact Erin Sparks for registration information.
December 5th – 6th; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

 

Bidders Call – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 2nd, 2012 3:00 pm EST
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
November 13th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
November 14th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
November 20th, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

RFA Due – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 21st, 2012
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
November 28th – 29th, 2012; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

Policy Academy Meeting – Resource Reallocation in Education
November 29th – 30th, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

National Summit on Government Redesign 
December 5th – 6th, 2012; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12th – 14th, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
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solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker
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Mississippi Uses Grants to Expand Its Health
Care Economy -- Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant
announced that the Mississippi Development
Authority will award $10 million in Community
Development Block Grant funds to the
University of Mississippi's School of Medicine,
thereby adding 1,000 physicians to the state's
workforce.

Connecticut Utilities Face New Standards for Power Outage Response --
Connecticut's electric and natural gas utilities will now be more accountable for
how they prepare for and respond to large-scale power outages, as a result of
new performance standards released by the state's Public Utility Regulatory
Authority (PURA).

Kentucky Pronounces November "College Application Month" -- Kentucky Gov.
Steven Beshear proclaimed November to be "College Application Month" to help
students navigate the application process.

Washington State Launches New Website to Help Businesses Increase Exports --
The Washington State Department of Commerce launched a new web portal that
streamlines access to government and nonprofit programs to help small and
medium sized businesses grow through exporting.

Child Care Finder to Help Wyoming's Working Parents -- Working parents looking
for child care in their Wyoming communities have a new online resource provided
by the state Department of Family Services. As part of its new website, the
Department's Early Childhood Division recently launched the Wyoming Community
Child Care Finder, a searchable database of the state's licensed child care
providers.

New York Strengthens Domestic Violence Laws -- New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
signed a bill into law that provides victims of domestic violence with heightened
protections against their abusers. The law addresses recidivism by targeting serial
domestic violence offenders. 

Pennsylvania Law to Reinvest Prison Savings in Local Law Enforcement --
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett has signed into law legislation that redirects
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nonviolent offenders from prison into treatment and other alternative sentencing
programs. The reforms are expected to save the state millions of dollars in
corrections costs by lowering prison populations through reduced offender
recidivism.

Kansas Creates Online Portal for Reporting School Funding Inefficiencies --
Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback's School Efficiency Task Force launched an online
portal for students, parents, citizens, teachers, and school administrators to
anonymously submit examples of inefficiencies in the K-12 educational system. 

New York Outlines Strategy for Expanding Electric Grid -- Gov. Andrew Cuomo's
Energy Highway Task Force issued a blueprint for using private investment to
expand New York's electric generation and transmission capacity. The blueprint is
divided into four areas: expand and strengthen the energy highway, accelerate
construction and repair, support clean energy, and drive technology innovation.

Virginia Program Aims to Prevent Youth Substance Abuse -- Virginia Gov. Bob
McDonnell launched a prevention initiative to warn parents, educators, students,
and youth advocates about the dangers of substance abuse. The new Substance
Abuse Awareness Vital for Virginia Youth (SAVVY) initiative focuses on the
dangers of synthetic cannabinoids, hallucinogenic bath salts, and misused
prescription drugs.

 

State Transportation Depts. Finding New Ways to Communicate Funding Issues --
A new report from the American Association of State Highway and Transportation
Officials (AASHTO) highlights strategies that state transportation agencies have
taken to better communicate the importance and impacts of transportation
investments to the public and other state and federal policymakers.

Medicaid Spending Slowed in FY 2012 -- The Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and
the Uninsured (KCMU) and Health Management Associates (HMA) reported that
Medicaid spending slowed in FY 2012 to a near-record low as the economy
began to improve and enrollment growth slowed.

Faith-Based Organizations Have a Role in Disaster Management -- A new report
by the University of Southern California recommends increased involvement of
faith-based organizations in disaster preparedness, response, and recovery plans.
According to the report, in times of crisis more than 60 percent of Americans turn
to their religious leaders.

Online Education Growing in K-12 -- The Evergreen Education Group released
Keeping Pace with K-12 Online & Blended Learning, their annual review of online
education policies and practices.

Report Describes Successful Activities for Implementing the Common Core --
ASCD released a new report called Fulfilling the Promise of the Common Core
State Standards: Moving from Adoption to Implementation to Sustainability on
EduCore, a technical assistance website for teachers and leaders.
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What's New

RFA Available: Learning Network on Improving Birth Outcomes 
As governors continue to seek ways to reduce Medicaid costs while improving
care for beneficiaries, one area where some states are seeing success is reducing
preterm births.  Medicaid and CHIP cover nearly 50 percent of births
nationwide and there is a relatively high incidence of premature births across
the program.  The resulting medical complications of a preterm birth are not only
harmful for the infant, but directly translate into increased costs -- from 9 to 33
times the cost of a full-term delivery.

The National Governors Association has launched a Learning Network on
“Improving Birth Outcomes” to assist states in developing, implementing and
aligning their key policies and initiatives related to the improvement of birth
outcomes.  Over the next year, NGA will convene in-state sessions in 12 selected
states to facilitate this process. This will be the first of three opportunities to
apply for this Learning Network. There will be four states selected in each round,
which will include a networking conference to facilitate shared learning. 

Applications are due on November 21, and the first state visits will take place in
January. There will be a conference call on November 2 at 3:00 pm for those
interested in learning more about this opportunity. Contact us with any questions
and to receive the request for applications.  
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Publications

Strategies for Curbing Health Insurance Costs for State Employees:
Benefit Design, Wellness Programs, and Data Mining
With continued strains on state budgets, governors are finding innovative ways
to do more with less across state government. Included in those budget strains
are the rising health care costs and rising insurance premiums for state employee
health care benefits. A new issue brief by the National Governors Association
(NGA) examines ways to provide state employees with access to quality care at
lower costs rather than simply raising premiums or cutting health benefits.

This issue brief examines several models for employees’ insurance plans,
including:

Collecting and analyzing data to understand rising health care costs and
inform decisions about changes in health plans;
Offering wellness programs and incentives for state employees to improve
health outcomes by preventing chronic diseases and reducing the costs of
treatment; and
Introducing new health benefit plans such as high-deductible or consumer
driven health plans; health plans designed to maximize the value of
expenditures; and plans that offer tiered or limited provider networks.

Contact: Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395

Health Policy Resource Center Now Available
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The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website, State
Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual
resource center developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential
solutions to health policy problems that state policymakers face. The website also
will provide policymakers with innovative approaches from expert analysis and
the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care access,
affordability and quality.

The website focuses on various topics, including:

Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health
insurance exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies
that increase health insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act
changes required by 2014 come into effect;
Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs
and maintain access to quality care for beneficiaries;
Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care
costs, improve the quality of care and provide access to many people as
possible;
Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their
various roles to promote better health among state residents;
Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce
planning and development strategies to respond to the growing demand on
health care; and
Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system
performance, support patient self-management, support widespread
adoption of electronic health records and design effective health information
exchanges.

Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-
led efforts; federal regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and
expert sources with subject matter expertise.
Contact: Josette Gbemudu, 202-624-5325

Webinars

Strategies for Combating the Production and Distribution of Child
Pornography
The National Governors Association, in partnership with the U.S. Department of
Justice, National Institute of Justice, will host a webcast for state policymakers
and law enforcement officials on successful strategies for combating the
production and distribution of child pornography. The webcast, Protecting
Children and Holding Sexual Predators Accountable: Strategies for Combating the
Production and Distribution of Child Pornography, will identify the latest tools
available to law enforcement for identifying and locating individuals sharing illicit
material. It will also recommend effective investigative techniques law
enforcement can use to protect, recognize, and collect electronic evidence at
crime scenes so that prosecutorial efforts are successful. For state policymakers,
the webcast will provide public policy recommendations that can help strengthen
law enforcement efforts, protect children, and hold offenders accountable.

This event is open to the public and no registration is required. To view the
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webcast live, go to www.nga.org/webcast at the scheduled date and time below
and select the appropriate link. Questions for panelists may be submitted
in advance of the webcast to jmcleod@nga.org. Please note that this
webcast will be archived on NGA’s website (www.nga.org/webcast) for future
viewing.
November 14, 2012; 2:00 – 3:30 pm EST
Contact: Jeff McLeod, 202-624-5311

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
Consumer acceptance of plug-in electric vehicles (PEVs) is an important goal for
ensuring widespread vehicle adoption. NGA will invite a panel of speakers to
share the latest approaches to increase public awareness and acceptance of EVs.
Speakers are expected to include federal, state and private sector participants.
This is the first webinar of the State Electric Vehicles Learning Network, designed
to help state share best practices and lessons learned that advance the
deployment of electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids (PEVs). Please contact us for
call-in information.   
November 20, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Meetings

National Summit on Government Redesign
Over the past few years, governors have been leading their states to redesign
policies and processes in an effort to reduce costs and improve efficiency.  The
summit will allow state teams to learn about best practices and share
experiences around those efforts to reform and streamline state government.
Participants will hear from national experts and their peers in other states on
topics such as reforming pensions and benefits to attract the state workforce of
the future, changing Medicaid to constrain cost growth, managing K-12 and
higher education budgets to promote efficiency, using data to design effective
policies and track performance, and communicating redesign results to
constituents.

Participating individuals or teams should be appointed by the
governor. Teams should be comprised of senior state leaders such as, budget
directors, policy directors, agency directors, and chiefs of staff, who are in a
position to develop and implement substantial changes in policies and practices.
Travel-related expenses will be covered for up to two participants from each
state. 
December 5 – 6; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

School Leadership: Preparation and Training of School Leaders to
Evaluate and Support Teacher Effectiveness
This policy forum is designed to provide state leaders, including governors’
education policy advisors, state legislators, and chief state school officers with
information on how to use state policy to improve principals’ effectiveness. The
forum will include sessions on:

School leader preparation and certification policies and strategies that
develop and sustain the improvement of instructional leadership, particularly

file:////c/www.nga.org/webcast
mailto:jmcleod@nga.org?subject=Combating%20Child%20Pornography%20Webinar
mailto:gdierkers@nga.org?subject=EV%20Learning%20Network
mailto:esparks@nga.org?subject=Redesign%20conference


around the evaluation and development of teacher effectiveness.
Support and professional development for school leaders.
The use of evaluation to drive professional development, support, and
incentives toward high quality school leadership.   

 

Goals of the meeting are for state team members to:

Grow their knowledge base around school leadership and principal pipeline
research and best practice.
Connect with other state leaders and experts in the field of school
leadership.
Learn how state policy can be used as an effective tool for improving the
overall quality of school leadership and how more effective leaders can
enhance the quality of teaching and learning at schools across the state.  
Engage in uninterrupted and focused time with team members to generate
ideas and develop next steps for work in their states. 

At the meeting, state teams will hear from research, policy, and practice experts
at the local, state, and national levels. Participants will have opportunities to ask
questions of presenters, engage in facilitated discussion, and most importantly,
work with team members to talk about what they are learning and develop
action plans for next steps and future work.

Space for this meeting is limited to eight state teams of three to four members
each. Team members should include: the governor’s education policy advisor, a
legislator who chairs an education committee or subcommittee, the chief state
school officer or designee, and a state higher education executive officer or other
university representative. The first eight governors’ offices to respond to this
invitation by November 16 will be given priority and will receive
information about how to register for this meeting. State teams will be
reimbursed for travel to and from the meeting, hotel accommodations, ground
transportation, and airport parking.
December 13 – 14, 2012; Oklahoma City, OK
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7857

 

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
November 13, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
November 14, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
November 20, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

RFA Due – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 21, 2012
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Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
November 28 – 29, 2012; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

Policy Academy Meeting – Resource Reallocation in Education
November 29 – 30, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

National Summit on Government Redesign 
December 5 – 6, 2012; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12 – 14, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

School Leadership: Preparation and Training of School Leaders to
Evaluate and Support Teacher Effectiveness
December 13-14, 2012
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7857

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12th – 14th, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker
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Mississippi Uses Grants to Expand Its Health
Care Economy -- Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant
announced that the Mississippi Development
Authority will award $10 million in Community
Development Block Grant funds to the
University of Mississippi's School of Medicine,
thereby adding 1,000 physicians to the state's
workforce.

Connecticut Utilities Face New Standards for Power Outage Response --
Connecticut's electric and natural gas utilities will now be more accountable for
how they prepare for and respond to large-scale power outages, as a result of
new performance standards released by the state's Public Utility Regulatory
Authority (PURA).

Kentucky Pronounces November "College Application Month" -- Kentucky Gov.
Steven Beshear proclaimed November to be "College Application Month" to help
students navigate the application process.

Washington State Launches New Website to Help Businesses Increase Exports --
The Washington State Department of Commerce launched a new web portal that
streamlines access to government and nonprofit programs to help small and
medium sized businesses grow through exporting.

Child Care Finder to Help Wyoming's Working Parents -- Working parents looking
for child care in their Wyoming communities have a new online resource provided
by the state Department of Family Services. As part of its new website, the
Department's Early Childhood Division recently launched the Wyoming Community
Child Care Finder, a searchable database of the state's licensed child care
providers.

New York Strengthens Domestic Violence Laws -- New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
signed a bill into law that provides victims of domestic violence with heightened
protections against their abusers. The law addresses recidivism by targeting serial
domestic violence offenders. 

Pennsylvania Law to Reinvest Prison Savings in Local Law Enforcement --
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett has signed into law legislation that redirects
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nonviolent offenders from prison into treatment and other alternative sentencing
programs. The reforms are expected to save the state millions of dollars in
corrections costs by lowering prison populations through reduced offender
recidivism.

Kansas Creates Online Portal for Reporting School Funding Inefficiencies --
Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback's School Efficiency Task Force launched an online
portal for students, parents, citizens, teachers, and school administrators to
anonymously submit examples of inefficiencies in the K-12 educational system. 

New York Outlines Strategy for Expanding Electric Grid -- Gov. Andrew Cuomo's
Energy Highway Task Force issued a blueprint for using private investment to
expand New York's electric generation and transmission capacity. The blueprint is
divided into four areas: expand and strengthen the energy highway, accelerate
construction and repair, support clean energy, and drive technology innovation.

Virginia Program Aims to Prevent Youth Substance Abuse -- Virginia Gov. Bob
McDonnell launched a prevention initiative to warn parents, educators, students,
and youth advocates about the dangers of substance abuse. The new Substance
Abuse Awareness Vital for Virginia Youth (SAVVY) initiative focuses on the
dangers of synthetic cannabinoids, hallucinogenic bath salts, and misused
prescription drugs.

 

State Transportation Depts. Finding New Ways to Communicate Funding Issues --
A new report from the American Association of State Highway and Transportation
Officials (AASHTO) highlights strategies that state transportation agencies have
taken to better communicate the importance and impacts of transportation
investments to the public and other state and federal policymakers.

Medicaid Spending Slowed in FY 2012 -- The Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and
the Uninsured (KCMU) and Health Management Associates (HMA) reported that
Medicaid spending slowed in FY 2012 to a near-record low as the economy
began to improve and enrollment growth slowed.

Faith-Based Organizations Have a Role in Disaster Management -- A new report
by the University of Southern California recommends increased involvement of
faith-based organizations in disaster preparedness, response, and recovery plans.
According to the report, in times of crisis more than 60 percent of Americans turn
to their religious leaders.

Online Education Growing in K-12 -- The Evergreen Education Group released
Keeping Pace with K-12 Online & Blended Learning, their annual review of online
education policies and practices.

Report Describes Successful Activities for Implementing the Common Core --
ASCD released a new report called Fulfilling the Promise of the Common Core
State Standards: Moving from Adoption to Implementation to Sustainability on
EduCore, a technical assistance website for teachers and leaders.
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What's New

RFA Available: Learning Network on Improving Birth Outcomes 
As governors continue to seek ways to reduce Medicaid costs while improving
care for beneficiaries, one area where some states are seeing success is reducing
preterm births.  Medicaid and CHIP cover nearly 50 percent of births
nationwide and there is a relatively high incidence of premature births across
the program.  The resulting medical complications of a preterm birth are not only
harmful for the infant, but directly translate into increased costs -- from 9 to 33
times the cost of a full-term delivery.

The National Governors Association has launched a Learning Network on
“Improving Birth Outcomes” to assist states in developing, implementing and
aligning their key policies and initiatives related to the improvement of birth
outcomes.  Over the next year, NGA will convene in-state sessions in 12 selected
states to facilitate this process. This will be the first of three opportunities to
apply for this Learning Network. There will be four states selected in each round,
which will include a networking conference to facilitate shared learning. 

Applications are due on November 21, and the first state visits will take place in
January. There will be a conference call on November 2 at 3:00 pm for those
interested in learning more about this opportunity. Contact us with any questions
and to receive the request for applications.  
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Publications

Strategies for Curbing Health Insurance Costs for State Employees:
Benefit Design, Wellness Programs, and Data Mining
With continued strains on state budgets, governors are finding innovative ways
to do more with less across state government. Included in those budget strains
are the rising health care costs and rising insurance premiums for state employee
health care benefits. A new issue brief by the National Governors Association
(NGA) examines ways to provide state employees with access to quality care at
lower costs rather than simply raising premiums or cutting health benefits.

This issue brief examines several models for employees’ insurance plans,
including:

Collecting and analyzing data to understand rising health care costs and
inform decisions about changes in health plans;
Offering wellness programs and incentives for state employees to improve
health outcomes by preventing chronic diseases and reducing the costs of
treatment; and
Introducing new health benefit plans such as high-deductible or consumer
driven health plans; health plans designed to maximize the value of
expenditures; and plans that offer tiered or limited provider networks.

Contact: Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395

Health Policy Resource Center Now Available
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The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website, State
Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual
resource center developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential
solutions to health policy problems that state policymakers face. The website also
will provide policymakers with innovative approaches from expert analysis and
the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care access,
affordability and quality.

The website focuses on various topics, including:

Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health
insurance exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies
that increase health insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act
changes required by 2014 come into effect;
Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs
and maintain access to quality care for beneficiaries;
Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care
costs, improve the quality of care and provide access to many people as
possible;
Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their
various roles to promote better health among state residents;
Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce
planning and development strategies to respond to the growing demand on
health care; and
Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system
performance, support patient self-management, support widespread
adoption of electronic health records and design effective health information
exchanges.

Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-
led efforts; federal regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and
expert sources with subject matter expertise.
Contact: Josette Gbemudu, 202-624-5325

Webinars

Strategies for Combating the Production and Distribution of Child
Pornography
The National Governors Association, in partnership with the U.S. Department of
Justice, National Institute of Justice, will host a webcast for state policymakers
and law enforcement officials on successful strategies for combating the
production and distribution of child pornography. The webcast, Protecting
Children and Holding Sexual Predators Accountable: Strategies for Combating the
Production and Distribution of Child Pornography, will identify the latest tools
available to law enforcement for identifying and locating individuals sharing illicit
material. It will also recommend effective investigative techniques law
enforcement can use to protect, recognize, and collect electronic evidence at
crime scenes so that prosecutorial efforts are successful. For state policymakers,
the webcast will provide public policy recommendations that can help strengthen
law enforcement efforts, protect children, and hold offenders accountable.

This event is open to the public and no registration is required. To view the
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webcast live, go to www.nga.org/webcast at the scheduled date and time below
and select the appropriate link. Questions for panelists may be submitted
in advance of the webcast to jmcleod@nga.org. Please note that this
webcast will be archived on NGA’s website (www.nga.org/webcast) for future
viewing.
November 14, 2012; 2:00 – 3:30 pm EST
Contact: Jeff McLeod, 202-624-5311

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
Consumer acceptance of plug-in electric vehicles (PEVs) is an important goal for
ensuring widespread vehicle adoption. NGA will invite a panel of speakers to
share the latest approaches to increase public awareness and acceptance of EVs.
Speakers are expected to include federal, state and private sector participants.
This is the first webinar of the State Electric Vehicles Learning Network, designed
to help state share best practices and lessons learned that advance the
deployment of electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids (PEVs). Please contact us for
call-in information.   
November 20, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Meetings

National Summit on Government Redesign
Over the past few years, governors have been leading their states to redesign
policies and processes in an effort to reduce costs and improve efficiency.  The
summit will allow state teams to learn about best practices and share
experiences around those efforts to reform and streamline state government.
Participants will hear from national experts and their peers in other states on
topics such as reforming pensions and benefits to attract the state workforce of
the future, changing Medicaid to constrain cost growth, managing K-12 and
higher education budgets to promote efficiency, using data to design effective
policies and track performance, and communicating redesign results to
constituents.

Participating individuals or teams should be appointed by the
governor. Teams should be comprised of senior state leaders such as, budget
directors, policy directors, agency directors, and chiefs of staff, who are in a
position to develop and implement substantial changes in policies and practices.
Travel-related expenses will be covered for up to two participants from each
state. 
December 5 – 6; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

School Leadership: Preparation and Training of School Leaders to
Evaluate and Support Teacher Effectiveness
This policy forum is designed to provide state leaders, including governors’
education policy advisors, state legislators, and chief state school officers with
information on how to use state policy to improve principals’ effectiveness. The
forum will include sessions on:

School leader preparation and certification policies and strategies that
develop and sustain the improvement of instructional leadership, particularly
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around the evaluation and development of teacher effectiveness.
Support and professional development for school leaders.
The use of evaluation to drive professional development, support, and
incentives toward high quality school leadership.   

 

Goals of the meeting are for state team members to:

Grow their knowledge base around school leadership and principal pipeline
research and best practice.
Connect with other state leaders and experts in the field of school
leadership.
Learn how state policy can be used as an effective tool for improving the
overall quality of school leadership and how more effective leaders can
enhance the quality of teaching and learning at schools across the state.  
Engage in uninterrupted and focused time with team members to generate
ideas and develop next steps for work in their states. 

At the meeting, state teams will hear from research, policy, and practice experts
at the local, state, and national levels. Participants will have opportunities to ask
questions of presenters, engage in facilitated discussion, and most importantly,
work with team members to talk about what they are learning and develop
action plans for next steps and future work.

Space for this meeting is limited to eight state teams of three to four members
each. Team members should include: the governor’s education policy advisor, a
legislator who chairs an education committee or subcommittee, the chief state
school officer or designee, and a state higher education executive officer or other
university representative. The first eight governors’ offices to respond to this
invitation by November 16 will be given priority and will receive
information about how to register for this meeting. State teams will be
reimbursed for travel to and from the meeting, hotel accommodations, ground
transportation, and airport parking.
December 13 – 14, 2012; Oklahoma City, OK
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7857

 

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
November 13, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
November 14, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
November 20, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

RFA Due – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 21, 2012
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Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
November 28 – 29, 2012; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

Policy Academy Meeting – Resource Reallocation in Education
November 29 – 30, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

National Summit on Government Redesign 
December 5 – 6, 2012; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12 – 14, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

School Leadership: Preparation and Training of School Leaders to
Evaluate and Support Teacher Effectiveness
December 13-14, 2012
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7857

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12th – 14th, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker
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New Mexico Mental Health Professionals to
Volunteer for Veterans -- New Mexico Gov.
Susana Martinez announced a statewide effort
to provide returning veterans with free
counseling for mental health problems. 

Missouri Explores New Electric Rates for Low-
Income Residents -- The Missouri Public

Service Commission (PSC) has taken action to quantify and address the effects of
higher utility rates on low-income residents and other vulnerable customers.

Partnership to Ease Overcrowding in Michigan Jail -- In an effort to curb
corrections costs and alleviate overcrowding at the Genesee County Jail
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder has announced a partnership between the state, the
city of Flint, and Genesee County that creates a new 110-bed facility in within
the Flint Police Headquarters. 

Illinois Extends Enterprise Zones -- Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn signed a law
extending the Illinois Enterprise Zone Program to help boost economic growth
across the state. 

New Mexico Launches Initiative to Help Struggling Schools -- Gov. Susana
Martinez launched a $3.5 million initiative intended to help turn around New
Mexico's poorest performing schools. 

Massachusetts Energy Bill Provides for Competitively Price Clean Energy --
Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick has signed a bill into law that aims to bolster
the clean energy industry while reducing the costs to ratepayers. 

New York Passes Law to Strengthen Tracking of Sex Offenders -- New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has signed several bills into law that aim to improve how
sex offenders are tracked in the community and to strengthen the state's ability
to detect whether they are at risk for reoffending.
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Parents Not Following Car Safety Guidelines -- The American Journal of
Preventive Medicine published a recent study showing that although car crashes
are the leading cause of death in children over age three, many parents do not
follow guidelines for car safety restraints.

Report Looks at New Trends in State Transportation Policy -- The National
Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) has issued a report surveying innovative
state laws, policies, and programs that states are pursuing to modernize the
nation's transportation system. 

Health Insurance Exchanges in Three States: California, Colorado and Maryland --
The Commonwealth Fund published an issue brief outlining the progress of three
of the first states—California, Colorado, and Maryland—to establish health
insurance exchanges through legislation. 

State Juvenile Justice Policies Trending Towards Rehabilitation -- A report
released by the National Conference for State Legislatures tracks trends in state
juvenile justice systems from 2001-2011. 

Study Suggests Variety of Teacher Prep Programs Produce Similar Outcomes --
The Center for Analysis of Longitudinal Data in Education Research (CALDER) has
released the latest report in a series of reports examining the efficacy of using
the value-added method to differentiate among teacher preparation programs. 

Payday Loans Used for Recurring Expenses, Not Emergencies -- A new report in a
series called Payday Lending in America finds that payday loan debt is often used
to pay for recurring expenses, such as utilities or rent, and that the average
borrower is in debt for months rather than weeks, as is sometimes assumed. 

Report Recommends State and Federal Improvements for Disaster Preparedness -
- According to a new report from the National Research Council, few communities
have invested resources in preparing for disasters before they occur, even though
doing so means they will likely incur fewer costs after a disaster or emergency.

 

Meetings

Policy Institute for Governors’ Human Services Policy Advisors
This institute will provide an opportunity for you to meet your colleagues from
across the country and to learn about what is going on in other states. There will
be plenty of opportunities for networking and peer exchange, as well as sessions
on substantive policy issues pertaining to family economic success and child
welfare.

The NGA Center will be able to cover hotel and travel expenses for two advisors
from each state—one state’s human services policy advisor and one person
overseeing the state’s child welfare system. Registration information will be
released closer to the event.
September 19th – 21st, 2012; New Orleans, LA 
Contact: Meghan Wills, 202-624-5306

2012 Education Policy Advisors Institute 
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The institute will provide attendants with an opportunity to connect with
colleagues across the country, hear from national experts, and interact with NGA
Center staff. The meeting will begin in the late afternoon of Wednesday,
September 19th and conclude the early afternoon of Friday, September 21st.

The NGA Center will reimburse travel and lodging for education advisors and/or
policy director from each state. Institute registration information and a draft
agenda will be released closer to the event.
September 19th-21st, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379

Other Opportunities

Ongoing: State Leadership for High-Quality Charter Schools 
States can submit a request for technical assistance around one or more of the
four project goals: increasing the number of charter laws that promote the
development of more high-quality charter schools; improving state-level
implementation of charter school laws; increasing public understanding of charter
schools; and increasing the number of high-quality charter schools. Assistance
could take the form of a site visit and facilitated state team meeting, a
presentation on model state policies, a written memo with recommendations,
expert advice on revising policies, or on-site consultation with experts. The
intended audience is governors’ education policy advisors and state teams.
Limited financial assistance for related in-state meetings is also available.
Applications for assistance will be accepted through August 31st, 2012.

Contact: Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-7857

 

Governors’ Human Services Policy Advisors Meeting
September 19th – 21st, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Alexandra Cawthorne, 202-624-5253

Education Policy Advisors Institute 
September 19th – 21st, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Travis Reindl, 202-624-7820

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.
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New Mexico Mental Health Professionals to
Volunteer for Veterans -- New Mexico Gov.
Susana Martinez announced a statewide effort
to provide returning veterans with free
counseling for mental health problems. 

Missouri Explores New Electric Rates for Low-
Income Residents -- The Missouri Public

Service Commission (PSC) has taken action to quantify and address the effects of
higher utility rates on low-income residents and other vulnerable customers.

Partnership to Ease Overcrowding in Michigan Jail -- In an effort to curb
corrections costs and alleviate overcrowding at the Genesee County Jail
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder has announced a partnership between the state, the
city of Flint, and Genesee County that creates a new 110-bed facility in within
the Flint Police Headquarters. 

Illinois Extends Enterprise Zones -- Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn signed a law
extending the Illinois Enterprise Zone Program to help boost economic growth
across the state. 

New Mexico Launches Initiative to Help Struggling Schools -- Gov. Susana
Martinez launched a $3.5 million initiative intended to help turn around New
Mexico's poorest performing schools. 

Massachusetts Energy Bill Provides for Competitively Price Clean Energy --
Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick has signed a bill into law that aims to bolster
the clean energy industry while reducing the costs to ratepayers. 

New York Passes Law to Strengthen Tracking of Sex Offenders -- New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has signed several bills into law that aim to improve how
sex offenders are tracked in the community and to strengthen the state's ability
to detect whether they are at risk for reoffending.
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Parents Not Following Car Safety Guidelines -- The American Journal of
Preventive Medicine published a recent study showing that although car crashes
are the leading cause of death in children over age three, many parents do not
follow guidelines for car safety restraints.

Report Looks at New Trends in State Transportation Policy -- The National
Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) has issued a report surveying innovative
state laws, policies, and programs that states are pursuing to modernize the
nation's transportation system. 

Health Insurance Exchanges in Three States: California, Colorado and Maryland --
The Commonwealth Fund published an issue brief outlining the progress of three
of the first states—California, Colorado, and Maryland—to establish health
insurance exchanges through legislation. 

State Juvenile Justice Policies Trending Towards Rehabilitation -- A report
released by the National Conference for State Legislatures tracks trends in state
juvenile justice systems from 2001-2011. 

Study Suggests Variety of Teacher Prep Programs Produce Similar Outcomes --
The Center for Analysis of Longitudinal Data in Education Research (CALDER) has
released the latest report in a series of reports examining the efficacy of using
the value-added method to differentiate among teacher preparation programs. 

Payday Loans Used for Recurring Expenses, Not Emergencies -- A new report in a
series called Payday Lending in America finds that payday loan debt is often used
to pay for recurring expenses, such as utilities or rent, and that the average
borrower is in debt for months rather than weeks, as is sometimes assumed. 

Report Recommends State and Federal Improvements for Disaster Preparedness -
- According to a new report from the National Research Council, few communities
have invested resources in preparing for disasters before they occur, even though
doing so means they will likely incur fewer costs after a disaster or emergency.

 

Meetings

Policy Institute for Governors’ Human Services Policy Advisors
This institute will provide an opportunity for you to meet your colleagues from
across the country and to learn about what is going on in other states. There will
be plenty of opportunities for networking and peer exchange, as well as sessions
on substantive policy issues pertaining to family economic success and child
welfare.

The NGA Center will be able to cover hotel and travel expenses for two advisors
from each state—one state’s human services policy advisor and one person
overseeing the state’s child welfare system. Registration information will be
released closer to the event.
September 19th – 21st, 2012; New Orleans, LA 
Contact: Meghan Wills, 202-624-5306

2012 Education Policy Advisors Institute 
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The institute will provide attendants with an opportunity to connect with
colleagues across the country, hear from national experts, and interact with NGA
Center staff. The meeting will begin in the late afternoon of Wednesday,
September 19th and conclude the early afternoon of Friday, September 21st.

The NGA Center will reimburse travel and lodging for education advisors and/or
policy director from each state. Institute registration information and a draft
agenda will be released closer to the event.
September 19th-21st, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379

Other Opportunities

Ongoing: State Leadership for High-Quality Charter Schools 
States can submit a request for technical assistance around one or more of the
four project goals: increasing the number of charter laws that promote the
development of more high-quality charter schools; improving state-level
implementation of charter school laws; increasing public understanding of charter
schools; and increasing the number of high-quality charter schools. Assistance
could take the form of a site visit and facilitated state team meeting, a
presentation on model state policies, a written memo with recommendations,
expert advice on revising policies, or on-site consultation with experts. The
intended audience is governors’ education policy advisors and state teams.
Limited financial assistance for related in-state meetings is also available.
Applications for assistance will be accepted through August 31st, 2012.

Contact: Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-7857

 

Governors’ Human Services Policy Advisors Meeting
September 19th – 21st, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Alexandra Cawthorne, 202-624-5253

Education Policy Advisors Institute 
September 19th – 21st, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Travis Reindl, 202-624-7820

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker

mailto:treindl@nga.org
mailto:tgrossman@nga.org
mailto:acawthorne@nga.org
mailto:treindl@nga.org
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/CBPBROCHURE.pdf
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices.html
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/center-publications.html
mailto:webmaster@nga.org?subject=Contact--Amanda Dunker


 

 

---
You are currently subscribed to [fc] as denise.northrup@govelect.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-214194-
150792.4a74ea1321e734f6ce7027f9557d48fc@talk.nga.org.



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry
Subject: FW:
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 9:08:34 AM

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 8:59 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Alex Gerszewski; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re:
 
What concerns me is the misinformation and the uneducated idiots that are screwing up this story
and intertwining e 54 million, the refusal to expand Medicaid and the exchange...
 
For example...does he really have a freakin clue what he's talking about? At ALL?
 
“I have two concerns,” said State Rep. Ed Cannaday (D-Porum). “One is will the attorney
general’s (Scott Pruitt) approach to this be successful and, two, that we don’t want any
federal oversight and involvement in our healthcare.”
Cannaday is worried the money, that would have gone to support healthcare initiatives in
Oklahoma, will end up as part of an exchange in a neighboring state.
If Fallin had agreed to Medicaid expansion, more than 200,000 additional Oklahoma men,
women and children would have been eligible for healthcare coverage.
Healthcare exchange money has been reported at $54 million for Oklahoma, which would
include operating expenses.
“Because other states around the country have decided to seek healthcare coverage for their
citizens,” Scott Inman (D-Del City) said. “Oklahoma Republican leaders created a situation
where Oklahoma tax dollars will be sent to other places to insure their citizens.”
 

On Nov 28, 2012, at 8:52 AM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

I’m a little shocked they did all this crap with Bennett’s daughter in this article:
http://www.sequoyahcountytimes.com/news/article_50fb54b6-3918-11e2-8c0c-
001a4bcf6878.html
Definitely people are running hot on this issue, not that I needed to tell anyone that
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW:
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 1:59:55 PM

 
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2012 1:49 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject:
 
Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and
which ones you need to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012

All correspondence re: ‘Affordable
Healthcare Act’, ‘Obamacare’, and ‘Health
Exchange’ Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject ‘Early
Innovator’ federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No
Later Than 12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No
Later Than 12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
All Emails Sent and Received by GMF and
Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
‘Affordable Healthcare Act’ Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: FW: (Courtesy of Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor, Whip McCarthy, and Chairman Hensarling) Reconciliation

Memo
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2012 12:02:37 PM
Attachments: Reconciliation.pdf

 
 

From: Kinzel, Will [mailto:Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2012 11:12 AM
To: Adam Nordstrom (  Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark
(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Tipps (Beth.Tipps@tn.gov); Bill McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov);
bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann (
brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus (  Brian Nutt
(  carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine Bartel; Claude Ramsey
(Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; David
Perry (david.perry@governor.alabama.gov); david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt
(  Deborah.Gramiccioni@gov.state.nj.us; Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore
(muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher
(doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emainigi ; griffin ; jabot10 ;
jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jeannemarie Davis
(jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff Boeyink
(jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter
(jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; Johnny Blackmon
(johnny.blackmon@governor.alabama.gov); Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman (  Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner
(lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov); Lgromis ; Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie
Sanderson (  Marissa Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov);
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov);
mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard (  Rebekah Mason
(rebekah.mason@governor.alabama.gov); rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
Richard Bark (rbark@az.gov); rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove
(rspendlove@utah.gov); Russ Kelly (russ.kelly@alaska.gov); Ryan McGinness (
Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov);
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith

 travisrichmond ; Tyler Yingling; Wayne Struble
(wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); Wendy Riemann (Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov);
will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)
Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell); White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: FW: (Courtesy of Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor, Whip McCarthy, and Chairman Hensarling)
Reconciliation Memo
 
More to come on this - - but wanted to make sure you all saw the memo (attached and below) that
went to Members today regarding the Reconciliation process in the House Budget to address
concerns over the impact of sequestration on our military.
 
 

From: GOP Conference 
Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2012 12:04 PM
Subject: (Courtesy of Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor, Whip McCarthy, and Chairman Hensarling)
Reconciliation Memo
 
TO: Members, House GOP Chiefs, Legislative Directors, Communicators, and District Directors
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
mailto:Keili.McEwen@gov.ok.gov



1 


 


TO:  House Republican Members 
FR: Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor, Whip McCarthy, Chairman Hensarling 
DT: April 18, 2012 
RE: Reconciliation 


 
From day one, House Republicans have been focused on job creation.  We 
understand that the debt and deficit have placed a massive burden on our economy 
and American families.  Testimony before Congress and even the President’s own 
Bowles-Simpson Commission demonstrates that the debt has slowed our economy 
by about one percentage point, which translates into approximately one million 
unrealized American jobs.  If we do not get the nation’s debt under control, our 
economy and our families will continue to suffer. 
 
That is why one of the many reforms included in the House-passed Budget 
Resolution is the initiation of a “reconciliation” process, whereby certain House 
Committees would propose changes to current mandatory spending programs in 
order to generate a specified amount of savings.  The savings generated from these 
reforms to mandatory programs would first be used to offset the cost 
(approximately $78 billion)1 of replacing the automatic across-the-board 
discretionary spending cuts that are scheduled to occur on January 2, 2013, under 
what is known as sequestration.  The additional savings achieved through 
reconciliation beyond the $78 billion (over $180 billion in the next ten years) would 
further reduce the deficit. 
 
The six House Committees that received reconciliation instruction under the House-
passed Budget Resolution are currently beginning the process of marking up their 
reconciliation packages which the House will take up as one bill in early May.  
 
This memo will provide you with information on the necessity of replacing 
sequestration and a summary of the specific savings proposals that we anticipate 
being part of the final reconciliation bill.  
 
Why it is Necessary to Replace the Sequester 
 
As a result of political posturing by the Democrats, the “Super Committee” failed to 
report and Congress failed to enact $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction last December.  
Thus, current law requires that there be across-the-board cuts, known as a 
“sequester,” imposed on January 2, 2013.  The sequester will result in a 10% 
reduction in Department of Defense programs and an 8% reduction in certain 
domestic programs, such as the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and border 
security. 
 


                                                 
1
 $78 billion reflects the remainder of the FY 2013 discretionary sequester after accounting for lowering the 


FY 2013 discretionary cap from $1047 to $1028 as provided for in the House-passed budget Resolution. 
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Intended as a mechanism to force action, there is bipartisan agreement that the 
sequester going into place would undercut key responsibilities of the federal 
government.  
 
As the Administration makes clear in their own Budget, “By design, the sequester is 
not good policy and is meant to force Congress to take action: it would lead to 
significant cuts to critical domestic programs such as education and research and 
cuts to defense programs that could undermine our national security. … [C]uts of 
this magnitude done in an across-the-board fashion would be devastating both to 
defense and non-defense programs.” [The Budget of the United States Government, 
Fiscal Year 2013, p. 24, February 13, 2012] 
 
Of particular concern is the impact sequestration, if allowed to occur, would have on 
our national security.  
 
The sequestration cuts would be on top of the savings in discretionary defense 
spending that were already implemented as part of the debt limit agreement last 
August.  
 
The House Armed Services Committee has analyzed the impact of the sequestration, 
and found that if left in place, sequestration would cut the military to its smallest 
size since before the Second World War – all while we are still a nation at war in 
Afghanistan, facing increased threats from Iran and North Korea, unrest in the 
Middle East, and a rising China.   
 
Major consequences include: 
 


 200,000 soldiers and Marines separated from service, bringing our force well 
below our pre-9/11 levels; 


 Ability to respond to contingencies in North Korea or Iran at jeopardy; 
 The smallest ground force since 1940; 
 A fleet of fewer than 230 ships, the smallest level since 1915; 
 The smallest tactical fighter force in the history of the Air Force; 
 Our nuclear triad that has kept the US and 30 of our allies safe for decades 


will be in jeopardy; 
 Reductions of 20 percent in defense civilian personnel; and 
 Two BRAC rounds of base closings. 


 
[House Armed Services Committee Memo “Assessment of Impacts of Budget 
Cuts”, 9/22/2011] 


 
Secretary Panetta and the professional military leadership have also looked at the 
impact of sequestration and reached similar conclusions: 
 



http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2013/assets/cutting.pdf

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2013/assets/cutting.pdf

http://armedservices.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=51add703-1543-411d-a9ae-e09a51738eb2

http://armedservices.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=51add703-1543-411d-a9ae-e09a51738eb2
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Secretary Panetta stated, “If the maximum sequestration is triggered, the total cut 
will rise to about $1 trillion compared with the FY 2012 plan.  The impacts of these 
cuts would be devastating for the Department… Facing such large reductions, we 
would have to reduce the size of the military sharply.  Rough estimates suggest after 
ten years of these cuts, we would have the smallest ground force since 1940, the 
smallest number of ships since 1915, and the smallest Air Force in its history.” 
[Secretary Panetta, Letter to Senator John McCain, 11/14/2011] 
 
General Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, stated, “[S]equestration 
leaves me three places to go to find the additional money: operations, maintenance, 
and training. That’s the definition of a hollow force.” 
 
The individual branch service chiefs echoed General Dempsey:   
 


 “Cuts of this magnitude would be catastrophic to the military…My 
assessment is that the nation would incur an unacceptable level of strategic 
and operational risk.” – General Ray T. Odierno, Chief Of Staff, United States 
Army 


 “A severe and irreversible impact on the Navy’s future,” – Admiral Jonathan 
W. Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations 


 “A Marine Corps below the end strength that’s necessary to support even one 
major contingency,” – General James F. Amos, Commandant of the Marine 
Corps 


 “Even the most thoroughly deliberated strategy may not be able to overcome 
dire consequences,” – General Norton A. Schwartz, Chief of Staff, United 
States Air Force 


 
[Testimony of Service Chief before House Armed Services Committee, 
11/2/2011] 


 
Armed Services Ranking Member Adam Smith recently gave a speech about the 
need to reverse sequestration.  During a question and answer period after the 
speech, he stated, “What I am saying is, we are going to have to re-write the 
sequestration law before January 1, one way or another, in order to make sure i[t] 
makes sense and can fit.  I believe that between now and then we will find $1.2 
trillion in deficit reduction somewhere, somehow, and avoid the immediate 
sequestration.  But as the gentleman asked, the problem is now.  If we wait until 
September we will have done great harm to the economy.” 
 
According to an analysis by the House Appropriations Committee, the sequester will 
also have a significant impact on non-defense discretionary programs, including: 
 


 Automatically reducing Head Start by $650 million, resulting in 75,000 fewer 
slots for children in the program; 



http://armedservices.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=ae72f319-e34f-4f78-8c88-b8e7c9dee61f

http://armedservices.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=15d1f748-0850-4f6f-9b47-31273cf5f281

http://armedservices.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=15d1f748-0850-4f6f-9b47-31273cf5f281
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 Automatically reducing the National Institutes of Health (NIH) by $2.4 billion, 
an amount equal to nearly half of total NIH spending on cancer this year; and 


 A reduction of approximately 1,870 Border Patrol Agents (a reduction of 
nearly 9% of the total number of agents). 


 
Democrats Have Failed to Offer a Credible Solution 
 
While both Republicans and Democrats have warned of the consequences from both 
immediate sequestration cuts and the looming debt crisis, the President and leading 
Senate Democrats refuse to advance credible solutions: 
 


 The President insists on taking more money from hardworking families and 
small businesses, a policy that will only exacerbate our current economic 
problems. 


 Just as bad, Senate Democrats have failed to pass a budget in more than 
1,000 days, and have chosen to give up on budgeting again this year. 


 
Common-Sense Republican Reforms 
 
Pursuant to the Budget Resolution, the House will advance a series of reforms that 
replace across-the-board cuts scheduled in law with common-sense reforms that 
take steps to address government’s autopilot spending.   
 
Six House Committees will advance legislation that will: 
 


 Stop Fraud, by Ensuring that Individuals are Actually Eligible for the 
Taxpayer Benefits They Receive; 


 Eliminate Government Slush Funds and Stop Bailouts; 
 Control Runaway, Unchecked Spending;  
 Restrain Spending on Government Bureaucracies; and 
 Reduce Waste and Duplicative Programs. 


 
The savings from these reforms will replace the arbitrary discretionary sequester 
cuts and lay the groundwork for further efforts to avert the spending-driven 
economic crisis before us. 
 
Below is an outline of the reforms being advanced by the four committees 
(Agriculture, Financial Services, Judiciary, and Ways and Means) that are marking 
up instructions this week (week of April 16).   
 
This memo will be updated to include the recommendations of the Energy & 
Commerce Committee and the Oversight and Government Reform Committee once 
their markups are announced. 
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Stopping Fraud by Ensuring that Individuals are Actually Eligible for the 
Taxpayer Benefits They Receive 
 
Restricting Categorical Eligibility under the SNAP (Food Stamp) Program: Under 
current law, an individual can automatically qualify for SNAP based on receipt of 
benefits through other low-income assistance programs, including the Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block grant, Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI), or state-run General Assistance (GA) programs. 
 
The Obama Administration has actively encouraged states to implement a policy 
called “broad-based categorical eligibility,” which means states are conveying SNAP 
eligibility based upon a household receiving a TANF-funded brochure or access to 
an “800” number hotline. 
 
As of January, there are now 43 jurisdictions – 40 States, the District of Columbia, 
Guam, and the Virgin Islands – implementing this policy.  Of the 43 jurisdictions 
using broad-based categorical eligibility, 39 currently have no asset test and 27 have 
a gross income limit above 130% of the federal poverty guidelines.  
 
The proposal from the House Agriculture Committee would restrict categorical 
eligibility to only those households receiving cash assistance from SSI, TANF, or a 
state-run General Assistance program.  Receiving a TANF-funded brochure or a 
referral to an “800” number telephone hotline would no longer automatically make 
a household SNAP eligible.  According to CBO, this proposal would save $11.7 billion 
over ten years.  
 
Note: While this change would render some households no longer eligible for SNAP, 
any household that meets the eligibility requirements in SNAP law will continue 
receiving its SNAP benefits.  This policy change would only affect those who are not 
truly eligible for the program under SNAP law.  


 
Eliminating the SNAP “Heat and Eat” Loophole: Under current law, low-income 
households receiving any Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
payments also qualify for the SNAP Standard Utility Allowance (SUA) which 
automatically increases their SNAP benefits.  Approximately 16 states and DC are 
abusing this interaction (often at the behest of advocacy groups) by sending $1 or 
$5 LIHEAP checks to low-income households so they may automatically take 
advantage of the SUA.  In practice, if a participant receives $1 in LIHEAP, they can 
automatically deduct the SUA from their income, so their net income goes down and 
they receive more SNAP benefits.  For example, this can trigger as much as $130 in 
additional SNAP benefits per month.  
 
The proposal from the Agriculture Committee would change current law so that a 
LIHEAP payment no longer automatically triggers the SUA deduction, closing this 
loophole.  This provision in no way prevents those households who are paying their 
utility bills out-of-pocket from receiving the SNAP SUA.  Any household paying their 
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utility bills can still receive this deduction.  According to CBO, this proposal would 
save $14.3 billion over ten years. 
 
Preventing Abuse in the Refundable Child Tax Credit: Current law provides for a 
child tax credit in the amount of $1,000 per child under the age of 17 ($500 per child 
beginning in 2013).  This credit is partially refundable, meaning that taxpayers may, 
depending on their income and other tax obligations, receive a government check as 
a result of this credit.  Such checks are considered spending for budget purposes.  
Under the rules in effect through 2012, the refundable portion of the child tax credit 
– sometimes referred to as the additional child tax credit (ACTC) – is capped at 15 
percent of the taxpayer’s earned income above $3,000.   
 
Also under current law, individuals who are ineligible to work in the United States – 
and are thus ineligible for a Social Security Number (SSN) – can obtain an Individual 
Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) for tax purposes.  In 1996, Congress enacted 
legislation making those without SSNs ineligible to receive the Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC), a similar refundable tax credit.  However, when the refundable 
portion of the child tax credit was subsequently enacted in 1997, Congress included 
no similar limitation, and the Treasury Department has taken the position that it 
lacks the statutory authority to limit the ACTC to those with an SSN.  Thus, the 
refundable portion of the child tax credit currently remains available to individuals 
who are unable to obtain an SSN because they are ineligible to work in the United 
States. 
 
The proposal from the House Ways and Means Committee would close this loophole 
and individuals (or at least one spouse in the case of a joint return) would be 
required to include their SSN on their tax return in order to claim the refundable 
portion of the child tax credit.  According to the Joint Committee on Taxation, this 
proposal would save $7.6 billion over ten years. 
 
Fully Recapture Exchange Subsidy Overpayments: The Democrats’ health care law 
fails to adequately protect taxpayers from overpayments of health insurance 
Exchange subsidies, even in the case of fraud.  Exchange subsidy eligibility is based 
on two-year old income tax return data.  Because income can change (new job, 
promotion, spouse returns to the workforce, etc.), the government will conduct an 
annual review to determine if someone received more taxpayer-funded subsidies 
than he/she was entitled to.  
 
If an overpayment was made, the recipient is required to repay some or all of the 
overpayment, subject to certain limits described below.  Originally, under the health 
care law, the maximum amount a subsidy recipient was required to repay was $250 
for an individual or $400 for a family, even if he/she/they received thousands of 
dollars in subsidy overpayments.  Since the health care law’s enactment, two laws 
have increased the maximum amount of improper Exchange subsidy payments the 
government can recoup, but in some instances still fails to require full repayment. 
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The proposal from the Ways and Means Committee would require those who 
receive Exchange subsidies to which they are not entitled to repay the full amount of 
overpayments.  Individuals and families would still be allowed to keep the subsidies 
they are entitled to receive under the law.  The Joint Committee on Taxation and 
CBO estimate this provision would reduce the deficit by $43.9 billion over ten years. 
 
Eliminating Government Slush Funds and Stopping Bailouts 
 
Protecting Taxpayers by Eliminating the Dodd-Frank Bailout Fund: The Dodd-Frank 
Act granted the FDIC “Orderly Liquidation Authority” that gives government 
bureaucrats the authority to use taxpayer dollars to bail out the creditors of “too big 
to fail” institutions and treat similarly situated creditors differently.  The Democrats 
have claimed that they created this new resolution authority to prevent a replay of 
the 2008 bailouts of Bear Stearns, AIG, Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, Citigroup, Bank of 
America, GM and Chrysler.   But in reality, Dodd-Frank’s Orderly Liquidation 
Authority mechanism just perpetuates the very taxpayer-funded bailout regime it 
claims it to abolish. 
 
The proposal from the House Financial Services Committee would end “too big to 
fail” by repealing this Dodd-Frank fund that paves the way for future bailouts.  
Eliminating the bailout fund will, according to CBO, save $22 billion over ten years 
for deficit reduction. 
 
Terminate Ineffective Housing Bailouts: The Obama Administration claimed HAMP, 
its signature foreclosure prevention initiative, would help up to 4 million struggling 
homeowners.  Instead, HAMP has resulted in only 763,000 loans being permanently 
modified and has been the target of widespread and bipartisan criticism.  Of the $30 
billion in TARP funds set aside for HAMP, $2.54 billion has actually been disbursed.  
The Special Inspector General for TARP (SIGTARP), the Congressional Oversight 
Panel, the Government Accountability Office and even New York Times editorial page 
have all reported on the ineffectiveness of HAMP and highlighted how this program 
has hurt, rather than helped, many struggling homeowners.   
 
The Financial Services Committee approved H.R. 839, the HAMP Termination Act, on 
March 9, 2011, and the House voted to pass the bill 252-170 on March 29, 2011, but 
the Senate has yet to act.  Terminating this costly and ineffective program as part of 
reconciliation will, according to CBO, result in deficit reduction of $2.8 billion over 
ten years. 
 
Reforming the National Flood Insurance Program: The National Flood Insurance Act 
of 1968 established the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) to minimize the 
economic impact of floods and to provide flood insurance to individuals and 
businesses.   Congress last enacted a long-term NFIP reauthorization and reform bill 
in 2004.  H.R. 1309, the Flood Insurance Reform Act sponsored by Rep. Judy Biggert, 
includes a five-year reauthorization of the NFIP and will reform the program by 
encouraging broader participation, increasing financial accountability and 
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eliminating unnecessary rate subsidies.  The NFIP has historically failed to charge 
sufficient rates to cover its risk. H.R. 1309 eliminates unnecessary rate subsidies by 
including a phase-in of full-risk, actuarial rates for new and certain existing areas 
designated as “Special Flood Hazard.” This will improve the NFIP’s financial health. 
 
The Financial Services Committee passed H.R. 1309 by a 54-0 vote on May 12, 2011 
and the House approved the bill 406-22 on July 12, 2011, but the Senate has yet to 
act. Reforming this program as part of reconciliation will, according to CBO, result in 
$4.9 billion in savings over ten years.   
 
Controlling Runaway, Unchecked Spending 
 
Eliminate the Indexing on SNAP Nutrition Education: Under current law, states have 
the option of providing nutrition education to SNAP recipients as part of their 
program operations; such education is 100% funded by the federal government. 
Funding for the SNAP nutrition education program is capped at $375 million but is 
indexed for inflation so that the amount spent increases each year.     
 
The proposal from the Agriculture Committee eliminates the automatic annual 
spending increase and, according to CBO, saves $546 million over ten years. 
 
Terminate the SNAP Increase from the Stimulus: The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) included an across-the-board increase in SNAP 
benefits effective in April 2009.  The ARRA effectively replaced the increase in SNAP 
benefits that occurs under the Food and Nutrition Act, which is normally based on 
annual food-price inflation indexing.  The ARRA increase was to stay in place until 
food-price inflation “caught up” so that families did not see a decrease in their 
monthly SNAP benefit allotment.  Therefore, the ARRA benefit increase was 
originally expected to terminate after FY 2018, when food-price inflation was 
estimated to "catch up" with the ARRA increase. 
 
Last Congress, when the Democrat majority needed to pay for their other 
“priorities,” including a teacher’s union bailout and increasing school meal 
standards, the ARRA SNAP increase was used twice to offset other laws.  They 
achieved their savings by moving up the ARRA termination date to October 31, 
2013.  This proposal from  
the Agriculture Committee terminates the ARRA increase on July 1, 2012 and would 
save, according to CBO, $5.9 billion over ten years. 
 
Restrain Spending on Government Bureaucracies 
 
Eliminating Automatic Funding of the New Bureaucracies: The centerpiece of the 
Dodd-Frank Act is the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), a large and 
powerful Federal agency that is – by design – accountable to neither the executive 
branch nor Congress.  Its Director has the unprecedented and sole authority to 
decide which financial products Americans can and cannot use.  In addition, the 
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Dodd-Frank Act authorizes the CFPB to fund itself by drawing money directly from 
the Federal Reserve to whatever extent the CFPB Director deems “necessary” up to 
$548 million in FY 2012, $598 million in FY 2013 and 12 percent of the Fed’s 
operating expenses each fiscal year thereafter.  Not Congress, not the President, not 
even the Federal Reserve which provides its funding can oversee how the CFPB 
Director spends these hundreds of millions of dollars.   
 
To correct this glaring lack of accountability, the Financial Services Committee 
proposes to make the CFPB subject to the ordinary congressional appropriations 
process and authorize the appropriation of $200 million to the agency for FY 2012 
and FY 2013.  This will ensure proper oversight and accountability, and according to 
CBO achieve savings of $5.4 billion over ten years. 
 
Reducing Waste and Duplicative Programs 
 
Repeal of the Social Services Block Grant: The Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) is a 
flexible source of Federal funds that states use for a wide variety of social services.  
Begun in 1956 as a way to match State spending on services to help families leave 
welfare, the SSBG is now a 100 percent Federal funding stream that can be used to 
provide almost any service to anyone regardless of their income.  Many of the 
services funded by SSBG are duplicative of other federal programs including the 
Community Services Block Grant, Head Start, Foster Care and Adoption Assistance, 
Promoting Safe and Stable Families, the Child Care and Development Block Grant, 
Child Welfare Services, Chafee Foster Care Independence Program, and Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families, among many others. 
 
Because there are so few strings attached, some of the most common services 
supported by SSBG funds are: 
 


 Information and Referral Services: The most common service supported with 
SSBG funds is information and referral to other social welfare programs. In  
other words, a significant amount of SSBG is spent not to provide services, 
but to provide people with information about and referrals to other services. 


 Case Management Services: States also use the SSBG to pay for “the 
arrangement, coordination, and monitoring of services.” In other words, 
SSBG may be used for administrative costs.   


 Other Services: Even with a flexible, unaccountable program like SSBG, States 
frequently report spending on “other” activities and services. 


 
The proposal from the Ways and Means Committee would eliminate the SSBG 
program saving taxpayers almost $17 billion over 10 years, according to CBO. 
 
Eliminate the 50/50 Cost Share for the SNAP Employment and Training (E&T) 
Program: Each fiscal year, USDA provides federal formula grants to state agencies 
for states to operate a SNAP Employment and Training (E&T) program.  In addition 
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to this funding, states have the option of providing more funding towards their state 
E&T program, which USDA is required to match.  According to GAO, there are 47 
federal employment training programs and almost all federal employment and 
training programs overlap with at least one other program in that they provide 
similar services to similar populations. 
 
The proposal from the Agriculture Committee would maintain the federal formula 
grants for employment training, but eliminate the 50/50 cost share thus resulting in 
savings for federal taxpayers and, according to CBO, save $3.1 billion over ten years. 
 
Eliminate State Performance Bonuses: States are responsible for administering the 
SNAP program and it is their duty to process applications in a timely manner, 
ensure households receive the accurate amount of SNAP benefits, and make certain 
the program is administered in the most effective and efficient manner.  Under 
current law, states can receive a bonus for doing a good job.  Annually, these 
bonuses total $48 million. 
 
The proposal by the Agriculture Committee eliminates the bonuses that are given to 
states for essentially doing their job and would, according to CBO, save $480 million 
over ten years. 
 
Reforming the Medical Liability System: Many state supreme courts have judicially 
nullified reasonable litigation management provisions enacted by state legislatures, 
many of which sought to address the crisis in medical professional liability that 
reduces patients’ access to health care and increases overall health care costs.  
Consequently, in such states, passage of federal legislation by Congress may be the 
only means of addressing the state’s current crisis in medical professional liability, 
restoring patients’ access to health care, and controlling unnecessary costs. 
 
To address these issues, the House Judiciary Committee has proposed the HEALTH 
Act, modeled after California’s decades-old and highly successful health care 
litigation reforms.  This reform addresses the current crisis in health care by 
reigning in unlimited lawsuits and thereby making health care delivery more 
accessible and cost-effective in the United States. California’s Medical Injury 
Compensation Reform Act (“MICRA”), which was signed into law by Governor Jerry 
Brown in 1976, has proved immensely successful in increasing access to affordable 
medical care.  
 
MICRA’s reforms, which are included in the HEALTH Act, include: 
 


 A $250,000 cap on noneconomic damages;  
 Limits on the contingency fees lawyers can charge;  
 Provisions creating a “fair share” rule, by which damages are allocated fairly, 


in direct proportion to fault;  







11 


 


 Reasonable guidelines – but not caps – on the award of punitive damages; 
and  


 A safe harbor from punitive damages for products that meet applicable FDA 
safety requirements.  


 
The HEALTH Act will accomplish reform without in any way limiting compensation 
for 100% of plaintiffs’ economic losses (anything to which a receipt can be 
attached), including their medical costs, their lost wages, their future lost wages, 
rehabilitation costs, and any other economic out-of-pocket loss suffered as the result 
of a health care injury.  The HEALTH Act also does not preempt any state law that 
otherwise caps damages. 
 
According to CBO, “under [the HEALTH Act], premiums for medical malpractice 
insurance ultimately would be an average of 25 percent to 30 percent below what 
they would be under current law.”  Lower health care lawsuit liability premiums 
would reduce health care costs for everyone and increase the supply of vital doctors 
by allowing more doctors to continue practicing, including in higher-risk medical 
fields.  
 
Further, abusive state tort laws drive what is known as “defensive medicine,” which 
occurs when doctors are forced by the threat of lawsuits to conduct tests and 
prescribe drugs that are not medically required, simply to avoid liability exposure.  
Defensive medicine practiced in a variety of federal health care programs costs 
federal taxpayers billions of dollars.  CBO pronounced that the legal reforms 
contained in the HEALTH Act would reduce the federal budget deficit by an 
estimated $40 billion over the next ten years. 







(Courtesy of Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor, Whip McCarthy, and Chairman Hensarling)
 
TO:      House Republican Members
FR:      Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor, Whip McCarthy, Chairman Hensarling
DT:      April 18, 2012
RE:      Reconciliation
 
From day one, House Republicans have been focused on job creation.  We understand
that the debt and deficit have placed a massive burden on our economy and American
families.  Testimony before Congress and even the President’s own Bowles-Simpson
Commission demonstrates that the debt has slowed our economy by about one
percentage point, which translates into approximately one million unrealized American
jobs.  If we do not get the nation’s debt under control, our economy and our families
will continue to suffer.
 
That is why one of the many reforms included in the House-passed Budget Resolution
is the initiation of a “reconciliation” process, whereby certain House Committees would
propose changes to current mandatory spending programs in order to generate a
specified amount of savings.  The savings generated from these reforms to mandatory

programs would first be used to offset the cost (approximately $78 billion)[1] of
replacing the automatic across-the-board discretionary spending cuts that are
scheduled to occur on January 2, 2013, under what is known as sequestration.  The
additional savings achieved through reconciliation beyond the $78 billion (over $180
billion in the next ten years) would further reduce the deficit.
 
The six House Committees that received reconciliation instruction under the House-
passed Budget Resolution are currently beginning the process of marking up their
reconciliation packages which the House will take up as one bill in early May.
 
This memo will provide you with information on the necessity of replacing
sequestration and a summary of the specific savings proposals that we anticipate being
part of the final reconciliation bill.
 
Why it is Necessary to Replace the Sequester
 
As a result of political posturing by the Democrats, the “Super Committee” failed to
report and Congress failed to enact $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction last December. 
Thus, current law requires that there be across-the-board cuts, known as a
“sequester,” imposed on January 2, 2013.  The sequester will result in a 10% reduction
in Department of Defense programs and an 8% reduction in certain domestic
programs, such as the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and border security.
 
Intended as a mechanism to force action, there is bipartisan agreement that the



sequester going into place would undercut key responsibilities of the federal
government.
 
As the Administration makes clear in their own Budget, “By design, the sequester is not
good policy and is meant to force Congress to take action: it would lead to significant
cuts to critical domestic programs such as education and research and cuts to defense
programs that could undermine our national security. … [C]uts of this magnitude done
in an across-the-board fashion would be devastating both to defense and non-defense
programs.” [The Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 2013, p. 24,
February 13, 2012]
 
Of particular concern is the impact sequestration, if allowed to occur, would have on
our national security.
 
The sequestration cuts would be on top of the savings in discretionary defense
spending that were already implemented as part of the debt limit agreement last
August.
 
The House Armed Services Committee has analyzed the impact of the sequestration,
and found that if left in place, sequestration would cut the military to its smallest size
since before the Second World War – all while we are still a nation at war in
Afghanistan, facing increased threats from Iran and North Korea, unrest in the Middle
East, and a rising China. 
 
Major consequences include:
 

·         200,000 soldiers and Marines separated from service, bringing our force well
below our pre-9/11 levels;

·         Ability to respond to contingencies in North Korea or Iran at jeopardy;
·         The smallest ground force since 1940;
·         A fleet of fewer than 230 ships, the smallest level since 1915;
·         The smallest tactical fighter force in the history of the Air Force;
·         Our nuclear triad that has kept the US and 30 of our allies safe for decades will

be in jeopardy;
·         Reductions of 20 percent in defense civilian personnel; and
·         Two BRAC rounds of base closings.

 
[House Armed Services Committee Memo “Assessment of Impacts of Budget Cuts”,
9/22/2011]

 
Secretary Panetta and the professional military leadership have also looked at the
impact of sequestration and reached similar conclusions:
 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2013/assets/cutting.pdf
http://armedservices.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=51add703-1543-411d-a9ae-e09a51738eb2


Secretary Panetta stated, “If the maximum sequestration is triggered, the total cut will
rise to about $1 trillion compared with the FY 2012 plan.  The impacts of these cuts
would be devastating for the Department… Facing such large reductions, we would
have to reduce the size of the military sharply.  Rough estimates suggest after ten years
of these cuts, we would have the smallest ground force since 1940, the smallest
number of ships since 1915, and the smallest Air Force in its history.” [Secretary
Panetta, Letter to Senator John McCain, 11/14/2011]
 
General Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, stated, “[S]equestration leaves
me three places to go to find the additional money: operations, maintenance, and
training. That’s the definition of a hollow force.”
 
The individual branch service chiefs echoed General Dempsey: 
 

·         “Cuts of this magnitude would be catastrophic to the military…My assessment is
that the nation would incur an unacceptable level of strategic and operational
risk.” – General Ray T. Odierno, Chief Of Staff, United States Army

·         “A severe and irreversible impact on the Navy’s future,” – Admiral Jonathan W.
Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations

·         “A Marine Corps below the end strength that’s necessary to support even one
major contingency,” – General James F. Amos, Commandant of the Marine Corps

·         “Even the most thoroughly deliberated strategy may not be able to overcome
dire consequences,” – General Norton A. Schwartz, Chief of Staff, United States
Air Force

 
[Testimony of Service Chief before House Armed Services Committee, 11/2/2011]

 
Armed Services Ranking Member Adam Smith recently gave a speech about the need to
reverse sequestration.  During a question and answer period after the speech, he
stated, “What I am saying is, we are going to have to re-write the sequestration law
before January 1, one way or another, in order to make sure i[t] makes sense and can
fit.  I believe that between now and then we will find $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction
somewhere, somehow, and avoid the immediate sequestration.  But as the gentleman
asked, the problem is now.  If we wait until September we will have done great harm
to the economy.”
 
According to an analysis by the House Appropriations Committee, the sequester will
also have a significant impact on non-defense discretionary programs, including:
 

Automatically reducing Head Start by $650 million, resulting in 75,000 fewer
slots for children in the program;
Automatically reducing the National Institutes of Health (NIH) by $2.4 billion, an
amount equal to nearly half of total NIH spending on cancer this year; and

http://armedservices.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=ae72f319-e34f-4f78-8c88-b8e7c9dee61f
http://armedservices.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=ae72f319-e34f-4f78-8c88-b8e7c9dee61f
http://armedservices.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=15d1f748-0850-4f6f-9b47-31273cf5f281


A reduction of approximately 1,870 Border Patrol Agents (a reduction of nearly
9% of the total number of agents).

 
Democrats Have Failed to Offer a Credible Solution
 
While both Republicans and Democrats have warned of the consequences from both
immediate sequestration cuts and the looming debt crisis, the President and leading
Senate Democrats refuse to advance credible solutions:
 

·         The President insists on taking more money from hardworking families and
small businesses, a policy that will only exacerbate our current economic
problems.

·         Just as bad, Senate Democrats have failed to pass a budget in more than 1,000
days, and have chosen to give up on budgeting again this year.

Common-Sense Republican Reforms
 
Pursuant to the Budget Resolution, the House will advance a series of reforms that
replace across-the-board cuts scheduled in law with common-sense reforms that take
steps to address government’s autopilot spending. 
 
Six House Committees will advance legislation that will:
 

Stop Fraud, by Ensuring that Individuals are Actually Eligible for the Taxpayer
Benefits They Receive;
Eliminate Government Slush Funds and Stop Bailouts;
Control Runaway, Unchecked Spending;
Restrain Spending on Government Bureaucracies; and
Reduce Waste and Duplicative Programs.

 
The savings from these reforms will replace the arbitrary discretionary sequester cuts
and lay the groundwork for further efforts to avert the spending-driven economic crisis
before us.
 
Below is an outline of the reforms being advanced by the four committees (Agriculture,
Financial Services, Judiciary, and Ways and Means) that are marking up instructions
this week (week of April 16). 
 
This memo will be updated to include the recommendations of the Energy &
Commerce Committee and the Oversight and Government Reform Committee once
their markups are announced.
 
Stopping Fraud by Ensuring that Individuals are Actually Eligible for the



Taxpayer Benefits They Receive
 
Restricting Categorical Eligibility under the SNAP (Food Stamp) Program: Under
current law, an individual can automatically qualify for SNAP based on receipt of
benefits through other low-income assistance programs, including the Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block grant, Supplemental Security Income (SSI),
or state-run General Assistance (GA) programs.
 
The Obama Administration has actively encouraged states to implement a policy called
“broad-based categorical eligibility,” which means states are conveying SNAP eligibility
based upon a household receiving a TANF-funded brochure or access to an “800”
number hotline.
 
As of January, there are now 43 jurisdictions – 40 States, the District of Columbia,
Guam, and the Virgin Islands – implementing this policy.  Of the 43 jurisdictions using
broad-based categorical eligibility, 39 currently have no asset test and 27 have a gross
income limit above 130% of the federal poverty guidelines.
 
The proposal from the House Agriculture Committee would restrict categorical
eligibility to only those households receiving cash assistance from SSI, TANF, or a
state-run General Assistance program.  Receiving a TANF-funded brochure or a
referral to an “800” number telephone hotline would no longer automatically make a
household SNAP eligible.  According to CBO, this proposal would save $11.7 billion over
ten years.
 
Note: While this change would render some households no longer eligible for SNAP,
any household that meets the eligibility requirements in SNAP law will continue
receiving its SNAP benefits.  This policy change would only affect those who are not
truly eligible for the program under SNAP law.

 
Eliminating the SNAP “Heat and Eat” Loophole: Under current law, low-income
households receiving any Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
payments also qualify for the SNAP Standard Utility Allowance (SUA) which
automatically increases their SNAP benefits.  Approximately 16 states and DC are
abusing this interaction (often at the behest of advocacy groups) by sending $1 or $5
LIHEAP checks to low-income households so they may automatically take advantage of
the SUA.  In practice, if a participant receives $1 in LIHEAP, they can automatically
deduct the SUA from their income, so their net income goes down and they receive
more SNAP benefits.  For example, this can trigger as much as $130 in additional SNAP
benefits per month.
 
The proposal from the Agriculture Committee would change current law so that a
LIHEAP payment no longer automatically triggers the SUA deduction, closing this



loophole.  This provision in no way prevents those households who are paying their
utility bills out-of-pocket from receiving the SNAP SUA.  Any household paying their
utility bills can still receive this deduction.  According to CBO, this proposal would save
$14.3 billion over ten years.
 
Preventing Abuse in the Refundable Child Tax Credit: Current law provides for a child
tax credit in the amount of $1,000 per child under the age of 17 ($500 per child
beginning in 2013).  This credit is partially refundable, meaning that taxpayers may,
depending on their income and other tax obligations, receive a government check as a
result of this credit.  Such checks are considered spending for budget purposes.  Under
the rules in effect through 2012, the refundable portion of the child tax credit –
sometimes referred to as the additional child tax credit (ACTC) – is capped at 15
percent of the taxpayer’s earned income above $3,000. 
 
Also under current law, individuals who are ineligible to work in the United States –
and are thus ineligible for a Social Security Number (SSN) – can obtain an Individual
Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) for tax purposes.  In 1996, Congress enacted
legislation making those without SSNs ineligible to receive the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC), a similar refundable tax credit.  However, when the refundable portion of
the child tax credit was subsequently enacted in 1997, Congress included no similar
limitation, and the Treasury Department has taken the position that it lacks the
statutory authority to limit the ACTC to those with an SSN.  Thus, the refundable
portion of the child tax credit currently remains available to individuals who are
unable to obtain an SSN because they are ineligible to work in the United States.
 
The proposal from the House Ways and Means Committee would close this loophole
and individuals (or at least one spouse in the case of a joint return) would be required
to include their SSN on their tax return in order to claim the refundable portion of the
child tax credit.  According to the Joint Committee on Taxation, this proposal would
save $7.6 billion over ten years.
 
Fully Recapture Exchange Subsidy Overpayments: The Democrats’ health care law fails
to adequately protect taxpayers from overpayments of health insurance Exchange
subsidies, even in the case of fraud.  Exchange subsidy eligibility is based on two-year
old income tax return data.  Because income can change (new job, promotion, spouse
returns to the workforce, etc.), the government will conduct an annual review to
determine if someone received more taxpayer-funded subsidies than he/she was
entitled to.
 
If an overpayment was made, the recipient is required to repay some or all of the
overpayment, subject to certain limits described below.  Originally, under the health
care law, the maximum amount a subsidy recipient was required to repay was $250 for
an individual or $400 for a family, even if he/she/they received thousands of dollars in



subsidy overpayments.  Since the health care law’s enactment, two laws have increased
the maximum amount of improper Exchange subsidy payments the government can
recoup, but in some instances still fails to require full repayment.
 
The proposal from the Ways and Means Committee would require those who receive
Exchange subsidies to which they are not entitled to repay the full amount of
overpayments.  Individuals and families would still be allowed to keep the subsidies
they are entitled to receive under the law.  The Joint Committee on Taxation and CBO
estimate this provision would reduce the deficit by $43.9 billion over ten years.
 
Eliminating Government Slush Funds and Stopping Bailouts
 
Protecting Taxpayers by Eliminating the Dodd-Frank Bailout Fund: The Dodd-Frank
Act granted the FDIC “Orderly Liquidation Authority” that gives government
bureaucrats the authority to use taxpayer dollars to bail out the creditors of “too big to
fail” institutions and treat similarly situated creditors differently.  The Democrats have
claimed that they created this new resolution authority to prevent a replay of the 2008
bailouts of Bear Stearns, AIG, Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, Citigroup, Bank of America, GM
and Chrysler.   But in reality, Dodd-Frank’s Orderly Liquidation Authority mechanism
just perpetuates the very taxpayer-funded bailout regime it claims it to abolish.
 

The proposal from the House Financial Services Committee would end “too big to fail”
by repealing this Dodd-Frank fund that paves the way for future bailouts.  Eliminating
the bailout fund will, according to CBO, save $22 billion over ten years for deficit
reduction.

Terminate Ineffective Housing Bailouts: The Obama Administration claimed HAMP, its
signature foreclosure prevention initiative, would help up to 4 million struggling
homeowners.  Instead, HAMP has resulted in only 763,000 loans being permanently
modified and has been the target of widespread and bipartisan criticism.  Of the $30
billion in TARP funds set aside for HAMP, $2.54 billion has actually been disbursed. 
The Special Inspector General for TARP (SIGTARP), the Congressional Oversight Panel,
the Government Accountability Office and even New York Times editorial page have all
reported on the ineffectiveness of HAMP and highlighted how this program has hurt,
rather than helped, many struggling homeowners. 
 
The Financial Services Committee approved H.R. 839, the HAMP Termination Act, on
March 9, 2011, and the House voted to pass the bill 252-170 on March 29, 2011, but
the Senate has yet to act.  Terminating this costly and ineffective program as part of
reconciliation will, according to CBO, result in deficit reduction of $2.8 billion over ten
years.
 
Reforming the National Flood Insurance Program: The National Flood Insurance Act of



1968 established the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) to minimize the
economic impact of floods and to provide flood insurance to individuals and
businesses.   Congress last enacted a long-term NFIP reauthorization and reform bill in
2004.  H.R. 1309, the Flood Insurance Reform Act sponsored by Rep. Judy Biggert,
includes a five-year reauthorization of the NFIP and will reform the program by
encouraging broader participation, increasing financial accountability and eliminating
unnecessary rate subsidies.  The NFIP has historically failed to charge sufficient rates
to cover its risk. H.R. 1309 eliminates unnecessary rate subsidies by including a phase-
in of full-risk, actuarial rates for new and certain existing areas designated as “Special
Flood Hazard.” This will improve the NFIP’s financial health.
 
The Financial Services Committee passed H.R. 1309 by a 54-0 vote on May 12, 2011
and the House approved the bill 406-22 on July 12, 2011, but the Senate has yet to act.
Reforming this program as part of reconciliation will, according to CBO, result in $4.9
billion in savings over ten years. 
 
Controlling Runaway, Unchecked Spending
 
Eliminate the Indexing on SNAP Nutrition Education: Under current law, states have
the option of providing nutrition education to SNAP recipients as part of their program
operations; such education is 100% funded by the federal government. Funding for the
SNAP nutrition education program is capped at $375 million but is indexed for
inflation so that the amount spent increases each year.   
 
The proposal from the Agriculture Committee eliminates the automatic annual
spending increase and, according to CBO, saves $546 million over ten years.
 
Terminate the SNAP Increase from the Stimulus: The American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) included an across-the-board increase in SNAP
benefits effective in April 2009.  The ARRA effectively replaced the increase in SNAP
benefits that occurs under the Food and Nutrition Act, which is normally based on
annual food-price inflation indexing.  The ARRA increase was to stay in place until
food-price inflation “caught up” so that families did not see a decrease in their monthly
SNAP benefit allotment.  Therefore, the ARRA benefit increase was originally expected
to terminate after FY 2018, when food-price inflation was estimated to "catch up" with
the ARRA increase.
 
Last Congress, when the Democrat majority needed to pay for their other “priorities,”
including a teacher’s union bailout and increasing school meal standards, the ARRA
SNAP increase was used twice to offset other laws.  They achieved their savings by
moving up the ARRA termination date to October 31, 2013.  This proposal from
the Agriculture Committee terminates the ARRA increase on July 1, 2012 and would
save, according to CBO, $5.9 billion over ten years.



 
Restrain Spending on Government Bureaucracies
 
Eliminating Automatic Funding of the New Bureaucracies: The centerpiece of the
Dodd-Frank Act is the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), a large and
powerful Federal agency that is – by design – accountable to neither the executive
branch nor Congress.  Its Director has the unprecedented and sole authority to decide
which financial products Americans can and cannot use.  In addition, the Dodd-Frank
Act authorizes the CFPB to fund itself by drawing money directly from the Federal
Reserve to whatever extent the CFPB Director deems “necessary” up to $548 million in
FY 2012, $598 million in FY 2013 and 12 percent of the Fed’s operating expenses each
fiscal year thereafter.  Not Congress, not the President, not even the Federal Reserve
which provides its funding can oversee how the CFPB Director spends these hundreds
of millions of dollars. 
 
To correct this glaring lack of accountability, the Financial Services Committee
proposes to make the CFPB subject to the ordinary congressional appropriations
process and authorize the appropriation of $200 million to the agency for FY 2012 and
FY 2013.  This will ensure proper oversight and accountability, and according to CBO
achieve savings of $5.4 billion over ten years.
 
Reducing Waste and Duplicative Programs
 
Repeal of the Social Services Block Grant: The Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) is a
flexible source of Federal funds that states use for a wide variety of social services. 
Begun in 1956 as a way to match State spending on services to help families leave
welfare, the SSBG is now a 100 percent Federal funding stream that can be used to
provide almost any service to anyone regardless of their income.  Many of the services
funded by SSBG are duplicative of other federal programs including the Community
Services Block Grant, Head Start, Foster Care and Adoption Assistance, Promoting Safe
and Stable Families, the Child Care and Development Block Grant, Child Welfare
Services, Chafee Foster Care Independence Program, and Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families, among many others.
 
Because there are so few strings attached, some of the most common services
supported by SSBG funds are:
 

·         Information and Referral Services: The most common service supported with
SSBG funds is information and referral to other social welfare programs. In 
other words, a significant amount of SSBG is spent not to provide services, but
to provide people with information about and referrals to other services.

·         Case Management Services: States also use the SSBG to pay for “the
arrangement, coordination, and monitoring of services.” In other words, SSBG



may be used for administrative costs. 
·         Other Services: Even with a flexible, unaccountable program like SSBG, States

frequently report spending on “other” activities and services.
 
The proposal from the Ways and Means Committee would eliminate the SSBG program
saving taxpayers almost $17 billion over 10 years, according to CBO.
 
Eliminate the 50/50 Cost Share for the SNAP Employment and Training (E&T)
Program: Each fiscal year, USDA provides federal formula grants to state agencies for
states to operate a SNAP Employment and Training (E&T) program.  In addition to this
funding, states have the option of providing more funding towards their state E&T
program, which USDA is required to match.  According to GAO, there are 47 federal
employment training programs and almost all federal employment and training
programs overlap with at least one other program in that they provide similar services
to similar populations.
 
The proposal from the Agriculture Committee would maintain the federal formula
grants for employment training, but eliminate the 50/50 cost share thus resulting in
savings for federal taxpayers and, according to CBO, save $3.1 billion over ten years.
 
Eliminate State Performance Bonuses: States are responsible for administering the
SNAP program and it is their duty to process applications in a timely manner, ensure
households receive the accurate amount of SNAP benefits, and make certain the
program is administered in the most effective and efficient manner.  Under current
law, states can receive a bonus for doing a good job.  Annually, these bonuses total $48
million.
 
The proposal by the Agriculture Committee eliminates the bonuses that are given to
states for essentially doing their job and would, according to CBO, save $480 million
over ten years.
 
Reforming the Medical Liability System: Many state supreme courts have judicially
nullified reasonable litigation management provisions enacted by state legislatures,
many of which sought to address the crisis in medical professional liability that
reduces patients’ access to health care and increases overall health care costs. 
Consequently, in such states, passage of federal legislation by Congress may be the only
means of addressing the state’s current crisis in medical professional liability, restoring
patients’ access to health care, and controlling unnecessary costs.
 
To address these issues, the House Judiciary Committee has proposed the HEALTH Act,
modeled after California’s decades-old and highly successful health care litigation
reforms.  This reform addresses the current crisis in health care by reigning in
unlimited lawsuits and thereby making health care delivery more accessible and cost-



effective in the United States. California’s Medical Injury Compensation Reform Act
(“MICRA”), which was signed into law by Governor Jerry Brown in 1976, has proved
immensely successful in increasing access to affordable medical care.
 
MICRA’s reforms, which are included in the HEALTH Act, include:
 

·         A $250,000 cap on noneconomic damages;
·         Limits on the contingency fees lawyers can charge;
·         Provisions creating a “fair share” rule, by which damages are allocated fairly, in

direct proportion to fault;
·         Reasonable guidelines – but not caps – on the award of punitive damages; and
·         A safe harbor from punitive damages for products that meet applicable FDA

safety requirements.
 
The HEALTH Act will accomplish reform without in any way limiting compensation for
100% of plaintiffs’ economic losses (anything to which a receipt can be attached),
including their medical costs, their lost wages, their future lost wages, rehabilitation
costs, and any other economic out-of-pocket loss suffered as the result of a health care
injury.  The HEALTH Act also does not preempt any state law that otherwise caps
damages.
 
According to CBO, “under [the HEALTH Act], premiums for medical malpractice
insurance ultimately would be an average of 25 percent to 30 percent below what they
would be under current law.”  Lower health care lawsuit liability premiums would
reduce health care costs for everyone and increase the supply of vital doctors by
allowing more doctors to continue practicing, including in higher-risk medical fields.
 
Further, abusive state tort laws drive what is known as “defensive medicine,” which
occurs when doctors are forced by the threat of lawsuits to conduct tests and prescribe
drugs that are not medically required, simply to avoid liability exposure.  Defensive
medicine practiced in a variety of federal health care programs costs federal taxpayers
billions of dollars.  CBO pronounced that the legal reforms contained in the HEALTH
Act would reduce the federal budget deficit by an estimated $40 billion over the next
ten years.
 
 

[1] $78 billion reflects the remainder of the FY 2013 discretionary sequester after accounting for lowering the FY
2013 discretionary cap from $1047 to $1028 as provided for in the House-passed budget Resolution.



From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW:
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 1:59:00 PM

 
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2012 1:49 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject:
 
Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and
which ones you need to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012

All correspondence re: ‘Affordable
Healthcare Act’, ‘Obamacare’, and ‘Health
Exchange’ Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject ‘Early
Innovator’ federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No
Later Than 12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No
Later Than 12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
All Emails Sent and Received by GMF and
Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
‘Affordable Healthcare Act’ Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
 
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=002410
mailto:Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov


Subject: FW:
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 1:56:31 PM

 
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2012 1:49 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject:
 
Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and
which ones you need to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012

All correspondence re: ‘Affordable
Healthcare Act’, ‘Obamacare’, and ‘Health
Exchange’ Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject ‘Early
Innovator’ federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No
Later Than 12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No
Later Than 12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
All Emails Sent and Received by GMF and
Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
"Affordable Healthcare Act" Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
 
 

mailto:Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov


Subject: FW:
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 1:56:31 PM

 
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2012 1:49 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject:
 
Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and
which ones you need to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012

All correspondence re: ‘Affordable
Healthcare Act’, ‘Obamacare’, and ‘Health
Exchange’ Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject ‘Early
Innovator’ federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No
Later Than 12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No
Later Than 12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
All Emails Sent and Received by GMF and
Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
"Affordable Healthcare Act" Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov
 
 

mailto:Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok.gov


From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry
Subject: FW:
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 9:08:00 AM

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 8:59 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Alex Gerszewski; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re:
 
What concerns me is the misinformation and the uneducated idiots that are screwing up this story
and intertwining e 54 million, the refusal to expand Medicaid and the exchange...
 
For example...does he really have a freakin clue what he's talking about? At ALL?
 
“I have two concerns,” said State Rep. Ed Cannaday (D-Porum). “One is will the attorney
general’s (Scott Pruitt) approach to this be successful and, two, that we don’t want any
federal oversight and involvement in our healthcare.”
Cannaday is worried the money, that would have gone to support healthcare initiatives in
Oklahoma, will end up as part of an exchange in a neighboring state.
If Fallin had agreed to Medicaid expansion, more than 200,000 additional Oklahoma men,
women and children would have been eligible for healthcare coverage.
Healthcare exchange money has been reported at $54 million for Oklahoma, which would
include operating expenses.
“Because other states around the country have decided to seek healthcare coverage for their
citizens,” Scott Inman (D-Del City) said. “Oklahoma Republican leaders created a situation
where Oklahoma tax dollars will be sent to other places to insure their citizens.”
 

On Nov 28, 2012, at 8:52 AM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

I’m a little shocked they did all this crap with Bennett’s daughter in this article:
http://www.sequoyahcountytimes.com/news/article_50fb54b6-3918-11e2-8c0c-
001a4bcf6878.html
Definitely people are running hot on this issue, not that I needed to tell anyone that
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
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From: denisenorthrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: [ronpaul-32] Fwd: 3/31/11 Sen. Bingman Press Release re:exchanges - language being added to another bill
Date: Thursday, March 31, 2011 3:20:26 PM

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Tidwell <jmtulsa@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, 31 Mar 2011 15:19:34 -0500
To: <kaleb.bennett@gov.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup<denisenorthrup
Subject: Fwd: [ronpaul-32] Fwd: 3/31/11 Sen. Bingman Press Release re: exchanges -
language being added to another bill

fyi .

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Ryan Underwood >
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 3:14 PM
Subject: [ronpaul-32] Fwd: 3/31/11 Sen. Bingman Press Release re: exchanges - language
being added to another bill
To: ronpaul-32@meetup.com

I spoke too soon. �Is anyone surprised?

----- Forwarded message from Amanda Teegarden <amteeg3 > -----

All,

The press release by Sen. Brian Bingman mentioned today on 1170 KFAQ is
noted below. �Without mentioning any bill numbers, the release implies that
the state is not moving forward in developing the health insurance
exchange. This is incorrect - the legislature is just changing tactics.

1. HB2130, creating the HUB board governance over the implementation of
� the health insurance exchange, is reportedly 'dead'. �HOWEVER,
� according to Sen. Bill Brown's office the "language they like" in HB
� 2130 is going to be put into another bill. �This language is going to
� be added to HB 1996, by Rep. Dan Sullivan.
2. Link to HB1996 current status:
� http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=HB1996
3. HB 1996 is assigned to the Retirement and Insurance committee, chaired
� by Sen. Bill Brown. (See committee members below.)
4. SB 411, by Sen. Bill Brown/Moore of the House - creates a comprehensive
� health care information system and website. �This is a key component of
� the exchange and so needs to be stopped. This bill is currently in the
� House waiting to be put on the House calendar.
5. SB960, by Sen. Bill Brown, a redundant bill creating an insurance
� exchange is dead. �This bill never had a third reading in the senate
� and has missed the deadline to be heard.
6. Attached please find the Oklahoma Health Benefits Overview Logical
� Model (the IT support structure necessary to make the health benefit
� exchanges work, to be develop with the federal grant money). �This
� diagram was in a packet of information handed out by the OK Health
� Insurance Exchange Steering Committee on March 3, 2011.

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:ronpaul-32@meetup.com
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=HB1996


7. This IT model is the template for the exchange. �Note the
� creation/linking of a National Health Identification Card to one's
� bank. (Bottom middle of diagram.)

Never, ever trust a politician.

Amanda Teegarden

� � � � � � � � � � � �RETIREMENT AND INSURANCE

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Senator Bill Brown - Chair
Senator Cliff Aldridge - Vice Chair
Senator Patrick Anderson
Senator Randy Bass
Senator Josh Brecheen
Senator Brian Crain
Senator Mike Mazzei
Senator Andrew Rice
Senator John Sparks
Senator Gary Stanislawski
Senator Greg Treat
Senator Jim Wilson

___________________________________________________________________________

Press Release:

Senate Won't Consider Insurance Exchange � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
�|

Mar 31, 2011 - 1:04:06 PM

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) Republican Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman says
the Oklahoma Senate will not consider a bill to help create a state health
insurance exchange, warning the lure of federal money could lead the state
into a 'trap' of complying with the new federal health care law.

Bingman's comments Thursday come just days after Republican Gov. Mary
Fallin urged legislators to pass the bill. It creates an advisory board to
help implement the health insurance exchange in Oklahoma.

Bingman also urged the governor not to accept any more of the $54 million
in federal grant money offered to Oklahoma to establish the exchange.

Fallin warned earlier this week that if the state doesn't act, the Obama
administration would impose its own exchange on Oklahoma.

(Copyright 2011 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.)
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: :(
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:37:31 PM

We miss you…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 2:09 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: :(
 
I just got a call from someone who was sent to me by Faught asking to see a copy of the “contract”
Governor Fallin signed accepting the early innovator grant money. I told them we have not signed a
contract of any kind.
 
This is the kind of stuff that is out there
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Mark McCullough
To: Glen Mulready; Kris Steele; Jonathan Buxton; Doug Cox; Katie Altshuler; Jason Murphey; Rick Farmer
Subject: FW: "Private" Exchange Presentation - Exchange Under the Health Care Reform Law Article
Date: Wednesday, December 07, 2011 11:36:24 AM
Attachments: The New Health Exchange.pdf

private exchanges - NCSL presentation.ppt

Gentlemen and Katie,
These attachments are from a presentation at the NCSL meeting in Tampa. This attorney, now in private 
practice, was one of the lead drafters of the PPACA. His presentation relates to what many of us know is 
happening now, in that Insurance Companies are already selling insurance thru private exchanges and how 
that may intersect with the PPACA's requirement for a State or Federally Run exchange. This guy was hyper 
informed. 
Mark McCullough

From: "Condeluci, Christopher E." < >
Date: Mon, 5 Dec 2011 06:46:57 -0600
To: Mark McCullough <mark.mccullough@okhouse.gov>
Subject: "Private" Exchange Presentation - Exchange Under the Health Care Reform Law Article

Hi Representative McCullough!  I hope you enjoyed the rest of the NCSL Conference.  It was a 
pleasure meeting you at Thursday’s Health Reform Implementation/Standing Committee on Health 
session. 
 
As promised, I wanted to provide you with an electronic version of my presentation on “private” 
health insurance exchanges.  As I mentioned during our conversation, prior to joining Venable, I had 
the fortunate opportunity to serve as the Tax and Benefits Counsel to the Senate Finance 
Committee from 2007 to 2010.  During my time on the Committee, I had the opportunity to 
participate in the health care reform debate and develop portions of the new law.  In particular, I 
had a significant amount of involvement in developing the structure of the new health insurance 
Exchanges and other changes to State insurance laws.
 
Now that I am back in private practice, I have done a great deal of work on issues relating to the 
Exchanges.  I actually wrote an article on the Exchanges and the minimum standards that apply to 
insurance policies sold inside and outside of the Exchange.  Attached is the article for your review.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me – or have any of your colleagues contact me – with any 
questions about “private” exchanges, the Exchange created under the new health care reform law, 
or any other issues relating to health care reform.  W:  202-344-4231  C:  703-209-0690.  As stated, I 
would be extremely interested in helping you and your colleagues work through the myriad of 
issues relating to the new Exchanges, and, more broadly, any and all issues relating to the 
implementation of the new health care reform law.
 
Again, it was great to meet you.  I look forward to talking with you soon.  Take care!
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Reproduced with permission from Tax Management
Memorandum, 52 TMM 251, 06/20/2011. Copyright �
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The New Health Exchange:
What Will the Success of the
Exchanges Mean for Large
Employers?
by Christopher E. Condeluci, Esq.*


In March 2010, President Obama signed into law
the most sweeping social policy legislation passed by
Congress in decades — the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act (hereinafter referred to as the
‘‘health care reform law’’).1 The main drivers for en-
acting the new health care reform law were: (1) to ex-
pand health insurance coverage to as many Americans
as possible; and (2) to mandate that insurance policies
provide comprehensive health care coverage. To meet
this latter policy goal, the drafters of the health care


reform law required all group health plans — both
fully-insured and self-insured — to meet certain mini-
mum standards beginning in 2014. These new mini-
mum standards are not to be confused with the new
requirements applicable to ‘‘grandfathered’’ and
‘‘non-grandfathered’’ group health plans effective for
plan years beginning on or after September 23, 2010
(collectively known as the ‘‘grandfather’’ rules). In
general, the grandfather rules require group health
plans to make certain plan design changes.2 The new
minimum standards, on the other hand, require group
health plans to provide a minimum level of health
care coverage. Failure to comply with the grandfather
rules and the minimum standards, however, results in
an excise tax payable by the plan sponsor.3


* Christopher E. Condeluci is Of Counsel at Venable LLP. Prior
to joining Venable, he served as Tax and Benefits Counsel to the
Senate Finance Committee from 2007 to 2010. As Tax Counsel to
the Finance Committee, Chris actively participated in the health
care reform debate.


1 On Mar. 23, 2010, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (‘‘PPACA’’) [P.L. 111-148] was signed into law. Days later —
Mar. 30, 2010 — the President signed into law the Health Care
and Education Reconciliation Act (HCERA) [P.L. 111-152],
amending PPACA. The reason for the two bills was a result of
dissatisfaction with many of the underlying provisions included in
the legislation signed into law on March 23 by a majority of
Democrats in the U.S. House of Representatives. HCERA made
the necessary amendments to PPACA to secure support for each
piece of legislation, clearing the way for passage of each separate
bill by both Houses of Congress. While HCERA amended
PPACA, the two bills taken together are commonly referred to as
the ‘‘health care reform law.’’


2 These plan design changes include, among others, eliminating
lifetime limits on ‘‘essential health benefits’’ and providing cover-
age for ‘‘adult children’’ until age 26 (for plans that offer depen-
dent coverage). Please note that a full discussion of the ‘‘grandfa-
ther’’ rules is not the focus of this article. For a description of the
grandfather rules, see the interim final regulations issued by the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the Depart-
ment of Labor (DOL), and the Department of Treasury (‘‘Trea-
sury’’) on June 17, 2010 — 26 CFR Parts 54 and 602; 29 CFR
Part 2590; 45 CFR Part 147.


3 Section 4980D of the Internal Revenue Code (‘‘Code’’) im-
poses an excise tax of up to $100 per day, per affected individual
on group health plans that fail to comply with the requirements
set forth under Chapter 100 of the Code. The new health care re-
form law included a conforming amendment, adding §9815 to
Chapter 100 of the Code. [PPACA §1563(f).] New §9815 incor-
porates by reference, among others, the grandfather rules and the
new minimum insurance standards. As a result, the failure to com-
ply with the grandfather rules and the minimum standards violates
Code §9815, thereby triggering the excise tax under Code
§4980D. Arguments have been made that the failure to comply
with, for example, the minimum insurance standards causes (1) an
individual or family covered under the non-compliant plan to fail
to satisfy the ‘‘individual mandate’’ and (2) an employer offering
the non-compliant plan to fail to meet the ‘‘employer mandate.’’
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As discussed more fully below, the bulk of these
mandated minimum standards apply to fully-insured
group health plans purchased by small employers in a
state’s small group health insurance market beginning
in 2014. Fully-insured group health plans purchased
by large employers, on the other hand, are exempt
from most, but not all, of these new minimum stan-
dards — at least initially. That is, while large group
plans are exempt from many of the new insurance
mandates on group health plans, the same minimum
standards that will apply to fully-insured small group
health plans in 2014 could also apply to fully-insured
large group health plans beginning in 2017. This
would occur if a state elects to permit the sale of large
group health plans through the newly created health
Exchange.4 It is important to point out that similar to
fully-insured large group health plans, self-insured
group health plans — sponsored by both small and
large employers — are exempt from most, but not all,
of the mandated minimum standards. Unlike fully-
insured large group plans, however, a state election to
permit the sale of large group coverage through the
newly created health Exchange will not subject self-
insured plans to all of the new insurance mandates.


This article will explain what an Exchange is and
detail the new minimum standards that will apply to
group health plans. This article will also discuss how
the success of the Exchanges could have a significant
impact on fully-insured large group health plans and
their sponsors.


WHAT IS AN EXCHANGE?
The new health care reform law requires all states


to establish an ‘‘American Health Benefit Exchange’’
or ‘‘Exchange.’’ 5 The purpose of the Exchange is to
serve as a marketplace for the sale of health insurance
to health care consumers. Initially, an Exchange is in-
tended to service (1) individuals (and families) in the
individual market and (2) employees of small employ-
ers.6 As discussed more fully below, in 2017, a state
may elect to permit the sale of group health plans to
employees of large employers7 through the Exchange,
but a state is not required to do so.8


The Exchange is directed to perform specific func-
tions.9 For example, an Exchange is directed to deter-
mine whether a particular health insurance product
may be offered through the Exchange.10 An Exchange
is also required to coordinate with the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) to determine
whether an individual or family is eligible for the
advance-refundable tax credit for health insurance and
the cost-sharing subsidy.11 An Exchange may be
structured as (1) a governmental agency or (2) an in-
dependent non-profit entity.12 An Exchange can be


This argument rests on the interpretation that a plan failing to
comply with the minimum standards would not be considered
‘‘minimum essential coverage’’ under the law. It is unclear
whether the federal agencies responsible for implementing the
new law will agree with this interpretation of the statute.


4 While some observers may hold the position that states are
unlikely to make such an election, the author would like to point
out that President Obama has formally suggested that the date on
which states may elect to permit the sale of large group plans
through the Exchange — 2017 — should actually be moved up to
2014. Specifically, on Feb. 28, 2011, President Obama formally
endorsed the Empowering States to Innovate Act sponsored by
Senators Ron Wyden (D-OR), Scott Brown (R-MA), and Mary
Landrieu (D-LA), a bill that would allow states to ‘‘opt-out’’ of
the new health care reform law in 2014 (instead of 2017) if cer-
tain requirements are met. In conjunction with his endorsement,
President Obama issued a fact sheet explaining that one of the
many ways in which a state may be permitted by the federal gov-
ernment to opt-out of the new law is to ‘‘allow large employers to
purchase coverage through the Exchange.’’ See http://
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/02/28/fact-sheet-
affordable-care-act-supporting-innovation-empowering-states.
The President’s support for the concept of allowing large group
plans to be sold through the Exchange indicates that the propo-
nents of the new law will surely pressure states to make this elec-
tion as soon as the law allows.


5 PPACA §1311(b)(1).
6 Id. It is important to point out that the new health care reform


law amended the definition of ‘‘small employer’’ under the Public
Health Services Act (PHSA). Previously, PHSA §2971(e)(4) de-
fined a small employer as a firm with at least two but not more
than 50 employees. The new law amended PHSA §2971(e)(4)
providing that a small employer shall be defined as a firm with at
least one but not more than 100 employees. [PPACA
§1563(c)(16)(B).] There is a special rule that allows states to elect
to continue to define ‘‘small employer’’ as one to 50, but only un-
til 2016 [see PPACA §1304(b)(2)].


7 A large employer is defined as a firm employing more than
100 employees. [New PHSA §2971(e)(2)]. As stated in footnote
6, however, a large employer within a state may continue to be
defined as a firm employing more than 50 employees, at least un-
til 2016.


8 PPACA §1312(f)(2)(B)(i).
9 See PPACA §1311(d)(4).
10 PPACA §1311(d)(4)(A), (e).
11 See PPACA §§1311(d)(4)(I)(ii) and 1411. Under the new


health care reform law, individuals and families between 100%
and 400% of the Federal Poverty Level may be eligible for an
advance-refundable tax credit for health insurance and a cost-
sharing subsidy. Under PPACA, an Exchange and HHS are
charged with working together to determine if an individual or
family is eligible for the advance-refundable tax credit and cost-
sharing subsidy. To determine whether an individual or family is
eligible for these subsidies, the individual or family will submit
tax return and family size data to the Exchange. The Exchange
will provide this information to HHS. HHS will subsequently
make the eligibility determination and (1) notify the Exchange
that an individual or family is eligible for the subsidies and (2) in-
form Treasury of the amount of the credit and subsidy payable.
[See PPACA §§1411 and 1412.]


12 PPACA §1311(d)(1).
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State-based or regionally-based.13 While the new
health care reform law provides that the Secretary of
HHS may award grants to states to establish an Ex-
change,14 the Exchange must be self-sustaining begin-
ning in 2015.15


An Exchange must be up and running by January
1, 2014.16 However, if a state chooses not to establish
an Exchange at all, the new law provides that HHS
will operate the Exchange within that state on the
state’s behalf.17 HHS will also operate an Exchange
on behalf of a state if, by January 1, 2013, HHS de-
termines that (1) the state will not have the Exchange
operational by January 1, 2014 or (2) the state has not
made significant progress in implementing, among
other things, the new health insurance mandates on
group health plans offered within the state.18


It is important to point out that by requiring all
states to establish an Exchange, the health care reform
law essentially creates a new market for the sale of
health insurance. The new law, however, continues to
permit the sale of health insurance outside of the Ex-
change.19 Therefore, a small employer — and possi-
bly a large employer if a state permits the sale of large
group plans through the Exchange — may choose not
to purchase health insurance through the Exchange.20


If an employer self-insures, the employer will by defi-
nition not be participating in either market.


The only type of health plan that may be offered
through the Exchange is health insurance coverage
that has been certified as a ‘‘qualified health plan’’
(QHP).21 To be certified as a QHP, the plan must meet
certain criteria enumerated in the statute and estab-
lished by the Secretary of HHS in implementing regu-


lations.22 Importantly, a QHP must include the ‘‘es-
sential health benefits package’’ (described more fully
below).23 As noted, a group health plan may be sold
outside of the Exchange. In this case, the plan is not
required to meet all the criteria to be considered a
QHP, but the plan must include the ‘‘essential health
benefits package’’ (as described below).24


IT ALL STARTS IN 2014 — WHAT ARE
THE NEW INSURANCE MANDATES
APPLICABLE TO GROUP HEALTH
PLANS?


Fully-Insured Small Group Health
Plans


The ‘‘Essential Health Benefits Package’’
As discussed earlier, one of the main drivers of


health care reform was to ensure that health plans pro-
vide comprehensive health care coverage. This goal
was accomplished in part through mandating that
group health plans meet certain minimum standards.25


The cornerstone of these minimum standards is the
‘‘essential health benefits package.’’ The new health
care reform law defines the ‘‘essential health benefits
package’’ as coverage that: (1) provides for ‘‘essential
health benefits’’; (2) limits cost-sharing under the
plan; and (3) provides a specified ‘‘level of coverage’’
based on the actuarial value of benefits provided for
under the plan.26


Beginning in 2014, the new health care reform law
requires all fully-insured small group health plans to
include the ‘‘essential health benefits package,’’ de-
fined above.27 Significantly, fully-insured large group
health plans are exempt from this new requirement —
at least initially. Specifically, the new law added
§2707(a) to the Public Health Services Act (PHSA),


13 See PPACA §1311(f)(1).
14 PPACA §1311(a).
15 PPACA §1311(a)(4)(B), (d)(5)(A). The new health care re-


form law provides that funding to support the Exchange’s opera-
tions could be generated by charging assessments or other user
fees to participating health insurance issuers. [PPACA
§1311(d)(5)(A).] The National Association of Insurance Commis-
sioners (NAIC) recently issued a white paper suggesting how an
Exchange can raise the necessary funds to be self-sustaining. See
http://www.naic.org/documents/committees_b_exchanges_exposures
_financing_the_exchange.pdf.


16 PPACA §1311(b)(1).
17 PPACA §1321(c)(1)(A).
18 PPACA §1321(c)(1)(B).
19 PPACA §1312(d)(1).
20 PPACA §1312(d)(3)(A).
21 PPACA §1311(d)(2)(B)(i). The health care reform law de-


fines a QHP as a health plan that: (1) has been certified as a QHP;
(2) includes the ‘‘essential health benefits package’’; and (3) is of-
fered by a health insurance issuer that is licensed in the state in
which coverage is offered, and that agrees to offer specific levels
of coverage and to charge the same premium rates regardless of
whether the QHP is offered inside or outside of the Exchange.
[PPACA §1301(a)(1).]


22 PPACA §1311(c)(1). The statute sets forth criteria that, at a
minimum, a plan must meet in order for the Secretary of HHS to
certify the plan as a QHP. The enumerated list of requirements
range from ensuring a sufficient choice of providers in the plan’s
network to being accredited with respect to local performance on
clinical quality measures.


23 PPACA §1301(a)(1)(B).
24 See new PHSA §2707(a).
25 The new health care reform law also made significant


changes to the individual health insurance market. Among the
changes made to the individual market, individual health insur-
ance policies must comply with the same minimum insurance
standards applicable to fully-insured small group health plans
(i.e., individual policies must include the ‘‘essential health benefits
package’’). [PPACA §2707(a).]


26 PPACA §1302(a).
27 New PHSA §2707(a).
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which provides that fully-insured small group health
plans must include the ‘‘essential health benefits pack-
age.’’ New PHSA §2707(a), however, omits reference
to large group market health insurance coverage.
Therefore, fully-insured large group plans are not re-
quired to include the ‘‘essential health benefits pack-
age’’ beginning in 2014, but as discussed more fully
below, large group plans will be required to include
the ‘‘essential health benefits package’’ if a state elects
to permit the sale of large group coverage through the
Exchange. It is important to point out that self-insured
plans — sponsored by both small and large employ-
ers — are not required to include the ‘‘essential health
benefits package’’ on account of the fact that a ‘‘health
insurance issuer,’’ as defined under the PHSA, does
not include self-insured arrangements.28


The Requirement to Include the ‘‘Essential Health
Benefits Package’’ Applies to Plans Sold Inside and
Outside of the Exchange


Many observers incorrectly believe that with the in-
troduction of the Exchange marketplace, the require-
ment that fully-insured small group health plans in-
clude the ‘‘essential health benefits package’’ only ap-
plies to plans sold through the Exchange. If this were
the case, perverse distortions in a state’s entire small
group health insurance market would result. Specifi-
cally, if fully-insured small group plans sold outside
of the Exchange did not ‘‘play by the same rules’’ as
plans sold inside of the Exchange, adverse selection
would result. The negative effects of adverse selection
would most likely be seen in the market existing in-
side of the Exchange, causing premiums in the Ex-
change to increase dramatically. As a result, in an ef-
fort to make sure that the Exchange market was suc-
cessful, the drafters of the new health care reform law
sought to impose the same insurance standards — for
example, the ‘‘essential health benefits package’’ —
on (1) small group plans sold through the Exchange
and (2) small group plans purchased in the market ex-
isting outside of the Exchange.


Although not entirely explicit, we can see the draft-
er’s intent carried out in the statute. For example, new
PHSA §2707(a) — which requires fully-insured small
group plans to include the ‘‘essential health benefits
package’’ — does not distinguish between (1) plans
sold through the Exchange or (2) plans purchased in
the market existing outside of the Exchange. Because
the statute does not distinguish between these two
markets, the requirement that a fully-insured small
group health plan include the ‘‘essential health ben-
efits package’’ applies equally to plans sold inside and
outside of the Exchange. As stated, this interpretation
is consistent with Congressional intent. That is, to


avoid adverse selection in the small group market, the
drafters of the new law wanted to make sure that the
rules that applied to plans sold inside of the Exchange
equally applied to plans sold outside of the Exchange.


What Are the ‘‘Essential Health Benefits’’?
One of the key component parts of the ‘‘essential


health benefits package’’ is the ‘‘essential health ben-
efits.’’ ‘‘Essential health benefits’’ are specified medi-
cal services that must be offered under a fully-insured
small group health plan.29 The new health care reform
law enumerates the following categories of medical
services that are considered ‘‘essential health ben-
efits,’’ although the Secretary of HHS is presumably
given the authority to add to this list:30


• Ambulatory patient services;


• Emergency services;


• Hospitalization;


• Maternity and newborn care;


• Mental health and substance use disorder ser-
vices, including behavioral health treatment;


• Prescription drugs;


• Rehabilitative and habilitative services and de-
vices;


• Laboratory services;


• Preventive and wellness services and chronic dis-
ease management; and


• Pediatric services, including oral and vision care.
The Secretary of HHS is also given authority to fur-


ther define the ‘‘essential health benefits’’ in regula-
tions.31 The Secretary is directed to ensure that the
scope of the ‘‘essential health benefits’’ is equal to the
scope of benefits provided under a ‘‘typical employer
plan,’’ as determined by the Secretary.’’ 32 The new
law requires the DOL to ‘‘conduct a survey of
employer-sponsored coverage to determine the ben-
efits typically covered by employers,’’ and to report
the results of the survey to the Secretary of HHS.33


While the DOL has recently submitted its survey on
employer-sponsored coverage to HHS,34 to date, there
is no specific guidance on what the Secretary of HHS


28 See PHSA §2791(b)(2).


29 See PPACA §1302(b).
30 PPACA §1302(b)(1).
31 Id.
32 PPACA §1302(b)(2)(A).
33 Id.
34 On Apr. 15, 2011, the DOL submitted to HHS the survey of


employer-provided group health plans currently offered in the
small and large group health insurance markets as directed under
the statute. See http://www.bls.gov/ncs/ebs/sp/
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would consider a ‘‘typical employer plan,’’ or the
types of medical services that would be covered un-
der a ‘‘typical’’ plan.


What Are the Limits on Cost-Sharing?


Another component part of the ‘‘essential health
benefits package’’ is a requirement to limit the cost-
sharing (e.g., co-insurance, co-payments, and deduct-
ibles) under the plan. Specifically, the amounts re-
quired to be paid under the plan in the form of cost-
sharing cannot exceed the maximum out-of-pocket
limits for a high-deductible health plan defined under
the health savings account (HSA) rules for 2014.35 In
addition, small group market coverage must limit the
annual deductible to no more than $2,000 for single
coverage and $4,000 for family coverage.36 The lim-
its in both cases are indexed to the percentage (if any)
by which the average premium for the preceding year
exceeds the average premium in 2013.37


What Are the ‘‘Levels of Coverage’’?


The last component of the ‘‘essential health benefits
package’’ requires a plan to provide specified ‘‘levels
of coverage.’’ The new health care reform law defines
the ‘‘levels of coverage’’ in terms of coverage that is
designed to provide benefits that are actuarially
equivalent to a specified percentage of the full actu-
arial value of the benefits provided under the plan.38


The new law enumerates the permissible actuarial val-
ues that may be provided for under a plan,39 and the
law sets a floor on the actuarial value a plan may pos-
sess.40 Specifically, the minimum actuarial value that
may be provided for under a plan is a 60% actuarial
value.41 This type of plan is known as a ‘‘bronze’’
plan.42 In terms of the bronze plan, this means that for
benefits provided to a standard population, the plan
must pay for at least 60% of the health care expenses
covered under the plan. The remaining 40% of the
cost of coverage would be paid by the plan participant
out of his or her own pocket through some combina-
tion of deductibles, co-pays, and/or co-insurance. The
new law also establishes a ‘‘silver’’ plan, which must
provide a 70% actuarial value, a ‘‘gold’’ plan that pro-


vides an 80% actuarial value, and a ‘‘platinum’’ plan
that provides a 90% actuarial value.43


Are There New Premium Rating Rules That
Apply to Fully-Insured Small Group Health
Plans?


In addition to requiring fully-insured small group
health plans to include the ‘‘essential health benefits
package,’’ the new health care reform law made sig-
nificant changes to the premium rates that insurance
carriers can set for small group plans beginning in
2014. Importantly, the new law prohibits an insurance
carrier from setting premiums based on any employ-
ee’s health status.44 Premium rates may only vary by
(1) age (but by no more than a three to one ratio), (2)
tobacco use (but by no more than a 1.5 to one ratio),
(3) single or family coverage, and (4) rating area (i.e.,
states are permitted to establish one or more rating ar-
eas within the state).45


Similar to the statutory language relating to the
‘‘essential health benefits package,’’ the language set-
ting forth the new premium rating rules does not dis-
tinguish between (1) plans sold through the Exchange
or (2) plans purchased in the market existing outside
of the Exchange. As a result, in the absence of lan-
guage distinguishing between each of these new mar-
kets, and consistent with Congressional intent, the
premium rating rules apply to all fully-insured small
group health plans regardless of where the plans are
purchased. This interpretation is supported by the
well-recognized principle that if insurance carriers
were permitted to set premium rates for plans sold in-
side the Exchange based on rules that differed from
the premium rating rules applicable to plans sold out-
side of the Exchange, adverse selection would occur,
resulting in a spike in premiums in one of the markets
(most likely the market inside of the Exchange).46


Again, this is a scenario that the drafters of the law
wanted to prevent at all costs.


Fully-Insured Large Group Health
Plans — Limits on Cost-Sharing Apply
in 2014


During the health care reform debate, policymakers
accepted the argument that fully-insured large group


selmedbensreport.pdf.
35 PPACA §1302(c)(1)(A). See Code §223(c)(2)(A)(ii) and cor-


responding IRS guidance for the limits for 2014.
36 PPACA §1302(c)(2)(A).
37 PPACA §1302(c)(4).
38 PPACA §1302(d).
39 PPACA §1302(d)(1).
40 See PPACA §1302(d)(1)(A).
41 Id.
42 Id.


43 PPACA §1302(d)(1)(B), (C), (D).
44 New PHSA §2701(a)(1)(B). Note that new PHSA


§2701(a)(1)(B) also applies to individual market health insurance
policies.


45 New PHSA §2701(a)(1)(A). Note that new PHSA
§2701(a)(1)(A) also applies to individual market health insurance
policies.


46 This interpretation is also supported by the new law’s re-
quirement that all employees of small employers are to be treated
as a single risk pool regardless of whether a plan is purchased in-
side the Exchange or outside of the Exchange. [See PPACA
§1312(c)(2).]
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health plans provided an adequate level of health care
coverage. In other words, policymakers subscribed to
the belief that large group plans would by definition
meet many of the minimum standards required under
the ‘‘essential health benefits package.’’ For example,
policymakers were of the opinion that fully-insured
large group plans generally covered all of the medical
services known as the ‘‘essential health benefits.’’
Policymakers also agreed that large plans typically
paid for at least 60% of the cost of coverage provided
for under the plan (i.e., the plan provided for, at a
minimum, a 60% actuarial value). As a result, the
drafters of the new health care reform law did not re-
quire fully-insured large group plans to include the
‘‘essential health benefits package.’’ This came as
welcome news to sponsors of fully-insured large
group health plans.


However, the drafters of the new health care reform
law were concerned that large employers would con-
tinue to require workers to cover more and more
health care expenses out of pocket. In other words, the
drafters were not convinced that fully-insured large
plans would refrain from shifting more and more
costs onto plan participants. To safeguard participants
from increased cost-shifting — and in an effort to
make sure that health care coverage remained afford-
able (i.e., the cost to the employee did not exceed a
specified percentage of the employee’s income) — the
drafters sought to limit the cost-sharing under fully-
insured large group plans. This policy goal was ac-
complished by requiring fully-insured large group
health plans to limit the cost-sharing in the same man-
ner as required under the rules relating to the ‘‘essen-
tial health benefits package’’ (described above). That
is, beginning in 2014, cost-sharing under a fully-
insured large group health plan cannot exceed the
maximum out-of-pocket limits for a high-deductible
health plan defined under the HSA rules.47


Self-Insured Plans — Limits on
Cost-Sharing Appear to Apply in 2014


It appears that self-insured plans must also limit the
cost-sharing under the plan. Specifically, new PHSA
§2707(b) provides that a ‘‘group health plan’’ must
meet the cost-sharing limitations otherwise required
under the ‘‘essential health benefits package.’’ The
PHSA defines a ‘‘group health plan’’ by cross-
referencing the definition of a ‘‘group health plan’’ un-
der the Employee Retirement Income Security Act
(ERISA).48 Neither the PHSA nor ERISA distinguish
between fully-insured and self-insured group health


plans, and neither statute refers to coverage offered by
a ‘‘health insurance issuer,’’ which is typically an in-
dicator as to whether self-insured arrangements are
implicated or not. Thus, based on a strict reading of
new PHSA §2707(b), beginning in 2014, it appears
that self-insured ‘‘group health plans’’ (sponsored by
both small and large employers) must limit the plan’s
cost-sharing in the same manner as fully-insured
small group and large group plans.49


2017 IS NOT TOO FAR AWAY —
WHAT’S IN STORE FOR FULLY-
INSURED LARGE GROUP PLANS?


A Successful Exchange Will Impact
Large Group Plans


Plan sponsors of fully-insured large group health
plans are advised to carefully watch the evolution of
the Exchanges in the states where they do business. It
is also in the best interest of these plan sponsors to
understand the details of the new insurance mandates
(i.e., the ‘‘essential health benefits package’’) and the
new premium rating rules applicable to fully-insured
small group health plans beginning in 2014, and the
impact these new requirements might have on large
group plans. Why? Because if the Exchange servicing
individuals and employees of small employers in a
particular state is successful, the state may be more
likely to elect to permit the sale of large group cover-
age through the Exchange, even if it means the state
will be required to change how it regulates its large
group health insurance market.


How do you measure success? In the eyes of the
drafters of the new health care reform law, a success-
ful Exchange will (1) bring down health insurance
premiums in the state’s individual and small group
markets and (2) expand health care coverage overall.
In the case of premium reductions, the drafters of the
new law believe that by establishing an Exchange, the
administrative costs that often push health insurance
premiums higher will be significantly reduced. This
could translate into lower premiums. In addition, pro-
ponents of the Exchange believe that the existence of
this new marketplace will create competition among
health insurance companies. It is a well-established
principle that increased competition results in lower


47 New PHSA §2707(b). See also PPACA §1302(c)(1).
48 See PHSA §2791(a)(1).


49 In this case, it appears that the cost-sharing under a large
group self-insured plan cannot exceed the maximum out-of-
pocket limits for high-deductible health plans defined under the
HSA rules. In the case of a small group self-insured plan, the plan
must meet the above stated requirement, plus the requirement to
limit the plan’s deductible to $2,000 for single coverage and
$4,000 for family coverage.
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costs. In the case of health insurance, this would mean
lower health insurance premiums for individual and
small group plans.


If an Exchange reduces premiums in the individual
and small group markets, the new marketplace will
likely be viewed as a success. In this case, policymak-
ers may choose to expand the Exchange to other mar-
kets — namely the large group health insurance mar-
ket. Policymakers will likely hold the position that
notwithstanding the fact that a state’s large group mar-
ket differs from the individual and small group mar-
kets, a reduction in administrative costs and increased
competition will surely reduce premiums in the large
group market. In this case, the state may choose to
elect to permit the sale of large group plans through
the Exchange. As discussed more fully below, if such
an election is made, the same minimum standards
(i.e., the ‘‘essential health benefits package’’) and the
new rating rules that are applicable to fully-insured
small group plans beginning in 2014 will apply to
fully-insured large group plans as well.


Why Can States Elect to Permit the
Sale of Large Group Plans Through
the Exchange in 2017?


As stated, the drafters of the new health care reform
law generally held the position that fully-insured large
group health plans provided an adequate level of
health care coverage, and therefore, large group plans
should be exempt from most of the requirements un-
der the ‘‘essential health benefits package.’’ The draft-
ers also believed that unlike the large group market,
the individual and small group markets were dysfunc-
tional and that administrative costs in each market
forced premium rates higher. As a result, the drafters
sought to reform the individual and small group
health insurance markets, while leaving the large
group health insurance market relatively unchanged.
This is one of the main reasons why we see the re-
quirement that a plan include the ‘‘essential health
benefits package’’ and the changes to the premium rat-
ing rules applying to, for example, small group plans
— and not to large group plans — beginning in 2014.
This is also why we see the Exchange only servicing
individuals and employees of small employers. Many
policymakers believed there was no need to require
large group plans to be sold through the Exchange be-
cause the large group market was generally a func-
tional market.


Notwithstanding the interest to leave the large
group market relatively unchanged, proponents of the
Exchanges wanted these new marketplaces to service
employees of large employers, in addition to servic-
ing individuals and employees of small employers.
Bending to the political pressure mounted by the Ex-


change proponents, the drafters agreed to allow large
group plans to be sold through the Exchange.50 How-
ever, in the spirit of compromise between these two
camps, the drafters delayed the effective date for
when large group plans could be sold through the Ex-
change. The drafters also made the decision elective.
Specifically, the drafters left the decision of whether
large group plans should or should not be sold
through the Exchange up to the states. The drafters
were swayed by the argument that a state may not
want to make changes to its large group health insur-
ance market and impose all of the requirements of the
‘‘essential health benefits package’’ and the premium
rating rules on large group plans. Thus, as noted
above, the new health care reform law allows a state
to elect to permit the sale of large group plans through
the Exchange beginning in 2017, but a state is not re-
quired to make such an election.51


Upon a State Election, All Fully-
Insured Large Group Plans Sold
Through the Exchange Must Include
the ‘‘Essential Health Benefits
Package’’


While fully-insured large group plans are exempt
from the requirement to include the ‘‘essential health
benefits package’’ beginning in 2014, these large
group plans will not be able to escape the new mini-
mum standards if a state elects to permit the sale of
large group coverage through the Exchange. This con-
clusion rests on piecing together various provisions
written into the new law. For example, under the new
law, only a ‘‘qualified employer’’ may allow its em-
ployees to purchase health insurance through the Ex-
change.52 A ‘‘qualified employer’’ is defined as ‘‘a
small employer that elects to make all of its full-time
employees eligible for at least one qualified health
plan [(‘‘QHP’’)] offered through the Exchange.’’ 53


The new law explicitly provides that in the event a
state elects to permit the sale of large group coverage
through the Exchange, the term ‘‘qualified employer’’
will also include a ‘‘large employer’’ that elects to
make all full-time employees eligible for one or more
QHP offered through the Exchange.54 As discussed
above, in order to qualify as a QHP, the plan must in-


50 In the months leading up to the enactment of the new law,
the Exchange proponents carried more political weight than those
who wanted to leave the large group market unchanged.


51 PPACA §1312(f)(2)(B)(i).
52 See PPACA §1311(b)(1)(B), (d)(2)(A).
53 PPACA §1311(f)(2)(A).
54 PPACA §1312(f)(2)(B)(ii).
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clude the ‘‘essential health benefits package.’’ 55


Thus, if a large employer is purchasing a QHP
through the Exchange, such large group market QHP
must include the ‘‘essential health benefits package,’’
which means that the large group plan must (1) cover
the ‘‘essential health benefits,’’ (2) limit the cost-
sharing under the plan, and (3) provide for the speci-
fied ‘‘levels of coverage.’’


Currently, the statute does not indicate whether
large group plans sold outside of the Exchange must
include the ‘‘essential health benefits package’’ if a
state elects to permit the sale of large group coverage
through the Exchange.56 However, the fact that the
drafters of the law sought to ensure that the rules ap-
plicable to plans sold through the Exchange applied
equally to plans sold outside of the Exchange, it
stands to reason that if large group plans sold through
the Exchange (i.e., large group QHPs) are required to
include the ‘‘essential health benefits package,’’ poli-
cymakers at the state and federal level will ensure that
large group plans sold outside of the Exchange in-
clude the ‘‘essential health benefits package.’’ If this
requirement were not imposed on plans sold outside
of the Exchange, adverse selection and other distor-
tions in the state’s large group market would arguably
occur.


Adjusted Community Rating Rules
Will Apply To Large Group Plans
Upon a State Election


In addition to the requirement that fully-insured
large group plans include the ‘‘essential health ben-
efits package,’’ the adjusted community rating rules
will apply to fully-insured large group plans if a state
elects to permit the sale of large group coverage
through the Exchange. Specifically, new PHSA
§2701(a)(5) provides that the same adjusted commu-
nity rating rules that apply to fully-insured small
group plans will also apply to fully-insured large
group plans upon a state election.57 In other words,
premium rates for fully-insured large group plans may


not vary based on health status. More importantly,
upon a state election, premium rates for large group
plans may only vary by: (1) age (but by no more than
a three to one ratio); (2) tobacco use (but by no more
than a 1.5 to one ratio); (3) single or family coverage;
and (4) rating area.


As discussed above, the statutory language setting
forth the premium rating rules does not specify
whether the new rating rules apply to plans sold in-
side or outside of the Exchange. But, as also discussed
above, in the absence of language distinguishing be-
tween each of these new markets, and consistent with
Congressional intent, it is evident that the premium
rating rules apply to all fully-insured large group
health plans regardless of the market where the plans
are purchased. If this were not the case, then adverse
selection would occur in the large group market.


CONCLUSION
While fully-insured large group health plans must


limit the cost-sharing under the plan, these large
group plans are not required to cover the ‘‘essential
health benefits’’ or provide the specified ‘‘levels of
coverage’’ otherwise required under the ‘‘essential
health benefits package’’ beginning in 2014. Similarly,
beginning in 2014, fully-insured large group health
plans are not subject to the adjusted community pre-
mium rating rules that are otherwise applicable to, for
example, small group health plans.


If, beginning in 2017 and in years thereafter, a state
elects to permit the sale of large group coverage
through the Exchange, fully-insured large group
health plans would be required to include the ‘‘essen-
tial health benefits package’’ regardless of where the
plans are purchased (i.e., regardless of whether the
plans were purchased inside or outside of the Ex-
change). In addition, all fully-insured large group
plans would be subject to the adjusted community rat-
ing rules.


As a result, large employers that purchase fully-
insured plans must take note of the establishment of
the Exchanges in the states where they do business.
More importantly, large employers should acquaint
themselves with the ‘‘essential health benefits pack-55 PPACA §1301(a)(1)(B).


56 As discussed in the body of the article, new PHSA §2707(a)
— which requires fully-insured small group plans sold inside or
outside of the Exchange to include the ‘‘essential health benefits
package’’ — omits reference to large group coverage. In addition,
while new PHSA §2707(b) — which limits the cost-sharing under
a group health plan — applies to large group coverage, PHSA
§2707(b) does not speak to the requirement that a large group plan
include the ‘‘essential health benefits package.’’ Therefore, the
new law does not specifically indicate whether large group plans
sold outside of the Exchange must include the ‘‘essential health
benefits package.’’


57 While the statute explicitly provides that the same premium
rating rules that apply to the small group market will apply to the


large group market upon a State election, unfortunately, the stat-
ute does not indicate how the risk pool within the large group mar-
ket will be treated. In other words, it is unclear whether all em-
ployees in the large group market will be treated as a single risk
pool. However, because the risk pool for small groups is treated
as a single risk pool, and because the drafters intended the rules
to apply equally (1) to plans sold inside the Exchange and (2) to
those plans sold outside of the Exchange, it stands to reason that
in order to ensure that the large group market operates properly,
all employees in the large group market should be treated as a
single risk pool regardless of where a plan is purchased.
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age’’ and its component parts, along with the adjusted
community rating rules long before 2017. The author
hopes that the explanations of these new requirements
included in the body of this article, coupled with the
chart set forth below, serves as a helpful starting
point.


The Minimum Insurance Standards Applicable to
Fully-Insured Group Health Plans Sold Inside AND Outside of the Exchange


‘‘Essential Health
Benefits’’


Limits on Cost-
Sharing


‘‘Levels of
Coverage’’


Premium Rating Rules


Small Group
Plans
Beginning
In 2014


Must Cover Must Include Must Offer Adjusted Community
Rating


Large Group
Plans
Beginning
In 2014


Not Applicable Must Include Not Applicable Experience Rating


Large Group
Plans With a
State Election


Must Cover Must Include Must Offer Adjusted Community
Rating


Large Group
Plans With
No State
Election


Not Applicable Must Include Not Applicable Experience Rating


The Minimum Insurance Standards Applicable to
Self-Insured Plans (Large and Small)


Self-Insured
Plans (Large
and Small)


Not Applicable Must Include Not Applicable Not Applicable
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		The New Health Exchange: What Will the Success of the Exchanges Mean for Large Employers?






“Private” Exchanges

What Are They? 

and 

What Issues Do They Present?







The Drivers of Health Care Reform?

		Reform Insurance Laws

		Mandate certain insurance standards.

		For example, “Essential Health Benefits” and “Actuarial Value.”

		Coverage - Priority #1

		Expand Medicaid.

		Provide premium subsidies to help low- to middle-income people purchase health insurance.

		The new Exchanges created under PPACA became the mechanism through which these subsidies could be accessed.









The Exchange Under PPACA

		The original intent of the Exchange created under PPACA was not to deliver the subsidies, but rather to serve as a marketplace.

		It was believed that the Exchange would reduce administrative costs.

		In addition, it was believed that the Exchange would attract multiple insurance carriers, which would promote competition.  

		Achieving these two goals could translate into lower premiums.

		Early on in the drafting process, it was “private” exchanges that served as the model, not the Massachusetts Connector.









What Is a Private Exchange?

		Private exchanges have been in existence even before the enactment of PPACA, although new private exchange models are being developed post-PPACA.

		What makes private exchanges unique is their use of creative, interactive technology.

		For example, every private exchange utilizes an on-line web portal that allows the health care consumer to shop from among a wide-variety of insurance products.

		In general, private exchanges employ uniform, standardized descriptions of the various insurance products offered through the web-site, and the interactive technology allows the consumer to educate themselves about the different types of plan designs and compare prices.

		At its core, private exchanges offer a consumer-friendly way to purchase health insurance.







 









What Is a Private Exchange?

		Currently, private exchanges sell health insurance to (1) individuals and families in the individual health insurance market, (2) employees of employers, and (3) retiree populations seeking Medicare supplemental coverage.

		In the case of a private exchange that services the individual market, there is generally 1 private exchange model.

		When it comes to selling insurance to employees, there are currently 4 different models.









Private Exchange in the Individual Market



		These private exchanges are brokers that sell health insurance on-line.

		What distinguishes the private exchanges from other brokers is the use of creative technology to sell insurance products to health care consumers.   









Policy Implications for Private Exchanges in the Individual Market

		Interestingly, private exchanges in the individual market will NOT compete with the “individual” Exchange created under PPACA.

		Why?  As the law is currently written, low- to middle-income consumers purchasing insurance through these private exchanges will not be eligible for a subsidy for health insurance.  

		Because in addition to being eligible for a subsidy based on income, the consumer MUST purchase insurance through a governmental agency or a non-profit entity (i.e., the Exchange created under PPACA).

		However, the law may be clarified through, for example, regulations of State law, where a private exchange that meets certain conditions may be “deemed” an Exchange for the purposes of the subsidies.  

		Here, a private exchange would serve as an extension of the Exchange created under PPACA.









Private Exchange For Employees – 

Model #1

		There are also  private exchanges that service the “group” health insurance market.

		These private exchanges sell fully-insured “group health plans” to employers with as few as 2 employees to employers with 3,500 employees.

		These private exchanges also offer plans to employers that self-insure their employees’ health risks (i.e., a self-funded plan), although this is not their primary market.

		Under this model, employees may choose from a wide-variety of plans (e.g., 10 to 20 plans), ranging from a high-cost sharing plan to a low- or no-cost-sharing plan. 

		This is a significant departure from current practice, where employers only offer 1 or 2 plan options.  

		This model promotes “employee choice.”







 









Private Exchange For Employees – 

Model #1

		Under this model, the employer funds the purchase of insurance through a health reimbursement arrangement (“HRA”) or a notional bookkeeping account.  

		These private exchanges also offer human resource-related services to the employer, where in essence, the employer “outsources” its HR functions to the private exchange.

		In addition to major medical plans, this model also offers supplemental insurance products (e.g., hospitalization, disease, or indmenity coverage).

		Finally, these private exchanges offer “recommendation technology.”  

		Here, the health care consumer is asked a series of questions.  The technology synthesizes the answers to these questions – along with any claims data (if available) – with the insurance products offered, and recommends an insurance package that may best fit the consumer’s needs.









Private Exchange for Employees – Model #2

		Another private exchange model that offers insurance to employees enables the employer to allow its employees to purchase plans in the individual health insurance market (as opposed to the “group” market).

		Under this model, the employer funds an HRA that an employee may use to purchase individual market health insurance.  

		In this case, although the employee is purchasing an individual plan, the employee uses tax-preferred dollars instead of after-tax.

		These private exchanges also offer human resource-related functions to the employer.

		For example, the private exchange will administer the HRA or provide call-center and other claims administration services. 

		Finally, these private exchanges offer “recommendation technology.”









Private Exchange For Employees – 

Model #3

		Another type of private exchange that has recently been developed services large employers (with 1,000 or more employees) in the “group” market.

		Under this model, the private exchange establishes a “platform” and allows insurance carriers to offer certain plan designs that employees may choose from.

		In the case where the employer self-insures its employees’ own health risks (i.e., a self-funded plan), in general, the insurance carrier administers the medical claims incurred by employees and the employer pays the medical claims out of its general assets.

		In the case where the large employer purchases a fully-insured product, this private exchange will operate in a manner similar to other private exchanges.









“Defined Contribution” Approach

		In addition to the technology and services that these 3 models offer, what makes these private exchanges unique is their use of a “defined contribution” approach. 

		A defined contribution approach is similar to a 401(k) retirement plan where employers contribute set amounts of money toward employees’ health insurance coverage. 

		In each of these models, employers decide how much they want to spend on health insurance each year, and they set aside these amounts in some sort of funding vehicle (e.g., an HRA or a notional account). 

		Advantages of this approach include allowing the employer to better manage their health care costs from year-to-year by deciding the rate at which their contributions will increase.

		Another advantage is the employer relieves itself of the burden of choosing plan options to offer each year.

		Instead, employees are free to choose from among a wide-array of health plans with the specified dollars allocated to them by their employer.









Who Runs Private Exchanges 

for Employees?

		Models #1 and #2 have traditionally been owned an operated by brokers.

		However, recently, insurance carriers are establishing their own private exchanges that mirror these models or they are investing heavily in the existing models (i.e., the carriers are essentially purchasing the private exchange’s platform and technology).

		In the case of a private exchange servicing large employers with 1,000 or more employees, large benefit consulting firms are taking the lead in running this type of private exchange.









Policy Implications for Private Exchanges for Employees

		Will private exchanges for employees compete with the SHOP Exchange created under PPACA?

		No, in the case of private exchanges that service large fully-insured or self-funded plans (e.g., Model #3).

		Most likely, in the case of private exchanges that sell fully-insured products to employers with 100 or fewer employees (e.g., Model #1).

		Most likely, in the case of private exchanges that enable employers to allow their employees to purchase plans in the individual health insurance market (e.g., Model #2).









Policy Implications for Private Exchanges for Employees

		Will private exchanges for employees result in adverse selection in a State’s insurance markets?

		It is unclear, but PPACA includes two new requirements that should mitigate any adverse selection.  

		Same Risk Pools – Under PPACA, individuals purchasing insurance in the individual market inside OR outside of the Exchange are part of the same risk pool (pooled by carrier).  Same is true for employees purchasing insurance inside OR outside of the SHOP Exchange in the small group market (i.e., the employees are part of the same risk pool (pooled by carrier) no matter where they purchase their health insurance).

		Risk-Adjustment – In addition, PPACA requires States to establish a risk-adjustment mechanism to compensate insurance carriers that end up insuring high-risk employees.





		









Policy Implications for Private Exchanges for Employees

		How will a private exchange promote competition?

		Private exchanges in the individual market will be able to offer multiple carriers generally without the risk of adverse selection.

		However, in the case of a private exchange that sells insurance in the “group” market – and also promotes “employee choice” – multiple carriers may result in adverse selection.

		This is largely the reason why we see brokers that run a private exchange contract with one or two insurance carriers that negotiate the best deal with the private exchange.  Here, there should still be competition among insurance carriers, but this competition will be at the broker level, not at the consumer level.

		In the case of an insurance carrier that owns, or is a dominant investor in, the private exchange, the insurance carrier will generally be the only company offering insurance plans to consumers.  Here, there will be little or no competition among carriers.

		In the case of a private exchange for large employers, if enough lives purchase through the private exchange, multiple carriers may participate, but only if there are participation minimums.







 









Other Policy Implications

		Currently, private exchanges that enable employers to allow their employees to purchase insurance in the individual health insurance market can only operate in a limited number of States because although an employee is purchasing an individual plan, the plan is considered a “group health plan.”  

		HIPAA prohibits a “group health plan” from being medically underwritten, which carriers are permitted do in most States, at least until 2014.

		In 2014, PPACA prohibits insurance carriers from underwriting individual market plans based on health status.

		In theory, this change in the law will allow more employers to allow their employees to purchase plans in the individual market, which should open up more markets for this model.









Other Policy Implications

		If this model becomes popular among small employers in 2014 and beyond, the risk pool that the employee will be part of may be critical.

		For example, if employees who would otherwise be in the small group market are considered part of the individual market on account of coverage under an individual plan, the risk pools in one or both markets may be skewed. 

		But, States may be able to resolve this issue by merging its individual and small group markets.









Private Exchange Offering Medicare-Supplemental Coverage

		Another private exchange that has been in existence for a number of years allows public and private sector employers with retiree populations to continue to offer health care coverage even when their retirees become Medicare-eligible.

		Under this model, the private exchange helps employers transition their retirees from group health plans to Medicare Advantage, Medicare Part D, and other Medicare-supplemental plans.

		Like other private exchanges, this model allows employers to fund the purchase of the Medicare supplemental-type plans through an HRA.

		This model utilizes creative, interactive technology that allows the retirees to shop from among a wide-variety of products offered by multiple insurance carriers.









Private Exchange Distribution Channel

		Finally, a public-private exchange is being developed in Florida.  

		While the Florida Health Insurance Exchange generally differs from private exchanges – because it does not provide the same services, rather, it will allow small employers to simply shop for coverage offered by participating carriers through a web-site – this exchange will operate independent of the Exchange created under PPACA. 









The Future?

		Are private exchanges the future?

		As health care costs continue to rise, more and more individuals are likely to look to private exchanges.  

		Why?  Because private exchanges provide a consumer-friendly way to choose a health plan.  

		In the case of employers, it is likely that private exchanges will help those employers who want to hold on to employer-sponsored coverage to continue to provide such coverage.

		Why?  Because of the advantages we discussed:  (1) employers can better manage costs, (2) employees are able to choose their health insurance as opposed to employers deciding on plan options every year, and (3) the customer service found only in a private exchange.

		Even if PPACA is modified or halted by a Supreme Court decision or the 2012 elections, private exchanges will play a critical role in the future of health care.
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Attachments: PPACA Regulatory Cost Impact by State_3-21-2012.xlsx
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From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:58 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: "Source Documents for the State Talking Points on Regulatory Costs and the Impact of Losing
Federal Medicaid Support"
 
Andrew S.
Here is where that information came from.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   | 
 
 

From: Michael Ramlet [mailto:mramlet@americanactionforum.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 5:04 PM
To: Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson
Cc: Sam Batkins; Cameron Smith
Subject: Source Documents for the State Regulatory Cost and Medicaid Coercision Estmiates
 
All,
 
Attached are two documents that substantiate all of the regulatory cost estimates and the Medicaid
coercion estimates in the state-by-state talking points.  Here’s a quick overview of each document. 
Please feel free to call me at 202-657-8428 if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Michael
 
---
Michael Ramlet
Director Health Policy
American Action Forum
 
Cell:
Email: 
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		State		Reg1		Reg2		Reg3		Reg4		Reg5		Reg 6		Total Cost ($M)

		Alabama		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   128.68

		Alaska		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   17.38

		Arizona		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   367.51

		Arkansas		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   97.33

		California		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   1,075.58

		Colorado		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   180.62

		Connecticut		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   152.29

		Delaware		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   68.12

		Florida		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   679.68

		Georgia		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   289.99

		Hawaii		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   40.59

		Iowa		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   109.84

		Idaho		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   76.68

		Illinois		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   362.74

		Indiana		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   246.06

		Kansas		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   137.71

		Kentucky		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   148.12

		Louisiana		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   130.35

		Massachusetts		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   187.61

		Maryland		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   297.63

		Maine		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   52.11

		Michigan		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   326.28

		Minnesota		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   219.78

		Missouri		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   226.79

		Mississippi		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   78.33

		Montana		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   61.09

		New Hampshire		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   62.39

		New Jersey		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   239.10

		New Mexico		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   59.47

		Nevada		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   115.37

		North Carolina		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   247.89

		North Dakota		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   49.67

		Nebraska		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   101.90

		New York		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   536.32

		Ohio		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   482.10

		Oklahoma		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   135.54

		Oregon		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   157.76

		Pennsylvania		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   575.34

		Rhode Island		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   42.63

		South Carolina		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   131.50

		South Dakota		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   60.94

		Tennessee		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   221.01

		Texas		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   726.60

		Utah		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   110.23

		Virginia		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   249.52

		Vermont		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   28.98

		Washington		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   156.47

		Wisconsin		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   270.00

		West Virginia		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   55.94

		Wyoming		PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458)		Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)		Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192)		Exchanges (77 FR		MLR (75 FR 74864)		Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)		$   53.31
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						Medicaid Data Analysis										State Impact Analysis

				Population (thousand)		Medicaid Enrollment (thousand)		Total Medicaid Expenditure (million)		Federal Share of Total Medicaid Expenditure (million)		Federal % of Total Medicaid Expenditure				Total State Expenditures (Excluding Bonds and Federal Funds) (million)		Total State Tax Collections (million)		Federal Medicaid Expenditure Expressed as a % of State Expenditures**		Federal Medicaid Expenditure Expressed as a % of State Tax Collections**		Federal Medicaid Expenditure Per State Resident

		AL		4,709		955		$   4,389		$   3,354		76.4%				$   11,898		$   8,306		28.2%		40.4%		$   712

		AK		698		129		$   1,065		$   707		66.4%				$   9,230		$   4,956		7.7%		14.3%		$   1,012

		AZ		6,596		1,783		$   8,665		$   6,588		76.0%				$   16,007		$   11,134		41.2%		59.2%		$   999

		AR		2,889		756		$   3,388		$   2,707		79.9%				$   12,717		$   7,468		21.3%		36.2%		$   937

		CA		36,962		11,168		$   40,848		$   24,477		59.9%				$   114,784		$   101,007		21.3%		24.2%		$   662

		CO		5,025		702		$   3,533		$   2,116		59.9%				$   22,359		$   8,683		9.5%		24.4%		$   421

		CT		3,518		587		$   5,668		$   3,349		59.1%				$   15,586		$   12,160		21.5%		27.5%		$   952

		DE		885		207		$   1,211		$   739		61.0%				$   7,204		$   2,806		10.3%		26.3%		$   834

		FL		18,538		3,422		$   14,991		$   10,124		67.5%				$   38,907		$   32,065		26.0%		31.6%		$   546

		GA		9,829		2,048		$   7,499		$   5,592		74.6%				$   27,559		$   16,078		20.3%		34.8%		$   569

		HI		1,295		267		$   1,276		$   848		66.5%				$   9,333		$   4,713		9.1%		18.0%		$   655

		ID		1,546		251		$   1,252		$   990		79.1%				$   3,982		$   3,172		24.9%		31.2%		$   640

		IL		12,910		2,908		$   13,012		$   7,806		60.0%				$   43,327		$   29,363		18.0%		26.6%		$   605

		IN		6,423		1,197		$   5,864		$   4,356		74.3%				$   16,561		$   14,901		26.3%		29.2%		$   678

		IA		3,008		533		$   2,896		$   2,011		69.4%				$   12,233		$   6,985		16.4%		28.8%		$   668

		KS		2,819		373		$   2,423		$   1,637		67.6%				$   9,864		$   6,695		16.6%		24.5%		$   581

		KY		4,314		948		$   5,363		$   4,205		78.4%				$   15,827		$   9,741		26.6%		43.2%		$   975

		LA		4,492		1,258		$   6,272		$   4,950		78.9%				$   16,456		$   10,202		30.1%		48.5%		$   1,102

		ME		1,318		367		$   2,492		$   1,829		73.4%				$   5,204		$   3,489		35.2%		52.4%		$   1,388

		MD		5,699		961		$   6,341		$   3,834		60.5%				$   23,112		$   15,286		16.6%		25.1%		$   673

		MA*		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA				$   43,769		$   19,700		NA		NA		NA

		MI		9,970		2,124		$   10,527		$   7,348		69.8%				$   28,510		$   22,758		25.8%		32.3%		$   737

		MN		5,266		885		$   7,301		$   4,455		61.0%				$   21,736		$   17,161		20.5%		26.0%		$   846

		MS		2,952		754		$   3,927		$   3,278		83.5%				$   9,221		$   6,472		35.5%		50.6%		$   1,110

		MO		5,988		1,147		$   7,648		$   5,477		71.6%				$   15,654		$   10,302		35.0%		53.2%		$   915

		MT		975		135		$   868		$   672		77.4%				$   3,699		$   2,407		18.2%		27.9%		$   689

		NE		1,797		274		$   1,576		$   1,054		66.9%				$   6,587		$   4,001		16.0%		26.3%		$   587

		NV		2,643		291		$   1,377		$   871		63.3%				$   6,712		$   5,612		13.0%		15.5%		$   330

		NH		1,325		166		$   1,308		$   740		56.6%				$   3,125		$   2,126		23.7%		34.8%		$   559

		NJ		8,708		1,305		$   9,481		$   5,607		59.1%				$   34,262		$   27,187		16.4%		20.6%		$   644

		NM		2,010		604		$   3,245		$   2,556		78.8%				$   9,953		$   4,829		25.7%		52.9%		$   1,272

		NY		19,541		5,208		$   47,679		$   28,271		59.3%				$   83,751		$   64,756		33.8%		43.7%		$   1,447

		NC		9,381		1,974		$   10,888		$   7,819		71.8%				$   31,609		$   20,526		24.7%		38.1%		$   833

		ND		647		80		$   567		$   401		70.7%				$   2,569		$   2,414		15.6%		16.6%		$   620

		OH		11,543		2,297		$   14,003		$   9,898		70.7%				$   45,291		$   23,950		21.9%		41.3%		$   858

		OK		3,687		852		$   3,767		$   2,859		75.9%				$   11,739		$   8,188		24.4%		34.9%		$   775

		OR		3,826		608		$   3,630		$   2,623		72.3%				$   18,354		$   7,115		14.3%		36.9%		$   686

		PA		12,605		2,304		$   17,113		$   10,917		63.8%				$   40,820		$   30,071		26.7%		36.3%		$   866

		RI		1,053		224		$   1,875		$   1,184		63.2%				$   4,934		$   2,586		24.0%		45.8%		$   1,124

		SC		4,561		930		$   4,546		$   3,560		78.3%				$   13,516		$   7,637		26.3%		46.6%		$   781

		SD		812		139		$   708		$   507		71.6%				$   2,075		$   1,334		24.4%		38.0%		$   624

		TN		6,296		1,525		$   7,247		$   5,307		73.2%				$   17,550		$   10,433		30.2%		50.9%		$   843

		TX		24,782		4,488		$   23,000		$   15,711		68.3%				$   58,190		$   41,780		27.0%		37.6%		$   634

		UT*		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA				$   8,553		$   5,423		NA		NA		NA

		VT		622		185		$   1,189		$   814		68.5%				$   2,788		$   2,506		29.2%		32.5%		$   1,309

		VA		7,883		1,039		$   5,693		$   3,431		60.3%				$   28,559		$   16,608		12.0%		20.7%		$   435

		WA		6,664		1,159		$   6,555		$   4,038		61.6%				$   23,392		$   16,408		17.3%		24.6%		$   606

		WV		1,820		417		$   2,421		$   1,963		81.1%				$   16,493		$   4,787		11.9%		41.0%		$   1,079

		WI*		NA		NA		NA		NA		NA				$   28,733		$   14,447		NA		NA		NA

		WY		544		82		$   519		$   299		57.7%				$   5,214		$   2,764		5.7%		10.8%		$   549

		USA		307,007		64,525		$   360,316		$   238,887		66.3%				$   1,059,508		$   715,496		22.5%		33.4%		$   778

		All figures are for Fiscal Year 2009.

		* Some 2009 data for Massachusetts, Utah, and Wisconsin not available.

		** States for which federal Medicaid expenditure was more than half of that state's total spending or tax collections indicated in bold.

		States for which federal Medicaid expenditure was more than one-third but less than half of that state's total spending or tax collections underlined.

		States for which federal Medicaid expenditure was more than one-quarter but less than one-third of that state's total spending or tax collections in italics.

		Population and Tax Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau

		Medicaid Data Source: Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS), Medicaid Financial Management Report

		State Impact Data Source: National Governors Association/National Association of State Budget Officers Fiscal Survey of States (June 2010)







Regulatory Cost Impact by State
 
The American Action Forum is fortune enough to have Sam Batkins as its Director of Regulation. 
Sam has compiled a database of every regulation issued by the Obama Administration broken down
by total pages, total cost, and paperwork burden hours.  He has also broken each regulation down
by the type of agencies affected so there is a sub-database for just healthcare regulations.
 
To derive the attached spread sheet estimating regulatory costs by state, Sam took the largest
regulations that impact states and broke down the federal government’s estimates proportionately
by state to come up with a reasonable estimate of how costly the Affordable Care Act’s regulations
have already been to the private sector and the public.
 
Interestingly, Sam has built such an advanced database that we are now able to use it to bracket
President during every state visit he makes to talk about jobs.  I hope you all check out the database
and tell your colleagues because it’s a tremendous resources explaining the effect of the Obama
Administrations red tape fiasco.
 
 
Measuring the Coerciveness of the PPACA Medicaid Expansion
 
The Medicaid related estimates come directly from the American Action Forum’s Supreme Court
Amicus brief on Medicaid, which was signed by over 100 economists including multiple Nobel Prize
winners.
 
 
 

http://americanactionforum.org/rodeo-database
http://americanactionforum.org/ppaca-amicus-briefs
http://americanactionforum.org/ppaca-amicus-briefs


From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Katie Shelton
Subject: FW: 1/30/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 11:15:00 AM

I know you have been waiting all weekend to print the press clips, so I will end your suffering.
 
Let me know if you need guidance.  
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2012 11:14 AM
Subject: 1/30/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Edmond Sun – Fallin reappoints Thompson as banking commissioner
http://www.edmondsun.com/business/x1296871866/Fallin-reappoints-Thompson-as-banking-
commissioner
 
Wichita Business Journal – Oklahoma governor joins opposition to general aviation user fee
http://www.bizjournals.com/wichita/morning_call/2012/01/oklahoma-governor-joins-
opposition-to.html
 
Edmond Sun – Choice: It’s good for children
http://www.edmondsun.com/opinion/x431313030/Choice-It-s-good-for-children
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma could benefit from health insurance exchange setup, study finds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120128_16_A1_Olhmso941488
 
The Journal Record – Roth: Oklahoma can switch to AT&T’s energy plan
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/roth-oklahoma-can-switch-to-att%E2%80%99s-energy-
plan-opinion/
 
Tulsa World… Opinion – Income-tax debate ratchets up in Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=211&articleid=20120129_211_G1_CUTLIN684447
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s Gov. Mary Fallin opposes user fee for general aviation
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-gov.-mary-fallin-opposes-user-fee-for-general-
aviation/article/3643786
 
KGYN Radio, Guymon – 2 governors call on president to protect general aviation
http://kgynradio.net/news/news/2-governors-call-on-president-to-protect-general-aviation/
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Gov. Fallin proclaims ‘Tobacco-Free Week” to promote awareness
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/gov-fallin-proclaims-tobacco-free-week
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma DHS is moving ahead on settlement agreement requirements
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=010003
mailto:Katie.Shelton@gov.ok.gov
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120130_16_A9_Holdin507071
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Time short for Gingrich to close gap in Florida
http://newsok.com/time-short-for-gingrich-to-close-gap-in-florida/article/feed/341481
 
The Oklahoman – Gingrich wants panel to look at in vitro clinics
http://newsok.com/gingrich-wants-panel-to-look-at-in-vitro-clinics/article/feed/341570
 
The Oklahoman – Newt: If Romney wins, it’s because of Santorum
http://newsok.com/newt-if-romney-wins-its-because-of-santorum/article/feed/341590
 
The Oklahoman – Jeb Bush warned Romney on immigration rhetoric
http://newsok.com/jeb-bush-warned-romney-on-immigration-rhetoric/article/feed/341688
 
The Oklahoman – Ron Paul: Gingrich trying to get my endorsement
http://newsok.com/ron-paul-gingrich-trying-to-get-my-endorsement/article/feed/341587
 
The Oklahoman – Polls show how FL tides turned
http://newsok.com/polls-show-how-fl-tides-turned/article/feed/341542
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City group wants state legislators to keep church, state matters
separate
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-group-wants-state-legislators-to-keep-church-state-
matters-separate/article/3644486
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn will hold town hall meeting in Edmond
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-u.s.-sen.-tom-coburn-will-hold-town-hall-meeting-in-
edmond/article/3644309
 
The Oklahoman – Obama to senators: Change the way you do business
http://newsok.com/obama-to-senators-change-the-way-you-do-business/article/feed/341170
 
The Oklahoman – College presidents wary of Obama cost-control plan
http://newsok.com/college-presidents-wary-of-obama-cost-control-plan/article/feed/341158
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma state Senate leader has confidence in House counterpart
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-senate-leader-has-confidence-in-house-
counterpart/article/3644378
 
The Oklahoman – Jobs remain focus for Oklahoma Senate president pro tem
http://newsok.com/jobs-remain-focus-for-oklahoma-senate-president-pro-
tem/article/3644377
 
The Oklahoman…Editorial – Fewer bills filed by Oklahoma legislators, but no shortage of
bad ideas
http://newsok.com/fewer-bills-filed-by-oklahoma-legislators-but-no-shortage-of-bad-
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ideas/article/3643966?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Obama’s fracking reference in State of the Union speech repackages the
truth
http://newsok.com/obamas-fracking-reference-in-state-of-the-union-speech-repackages-the-
truth/article/3643965?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Retailers growing weary of aiding online competitors
http://newsok.com/retailers-growing-weary-of-aiding-online-competitors/article/3643961?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma legislators trend toward retail policymaking
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-trend-toward-retail-policymaking/article/3643960?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New round of base closures could put Oklahoma’s perfect record to the
test
http://newsok.com/new-round-of-base-closures-could-put-oklahomas-perfect-record-to-the-
test/article/3643959?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma lawmakers eyeing tax credits, tax rate
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-eyeing-tax-credits-tax-rate/article/3643968?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
Tulsa World – OETA’s state funding could stop under proposed legislation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120130_16_A1_ULNSbS372988
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma lawmakers to tackle abortion measures on return to Capitol
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120130_16_A1_OKLAHO766423
 
Tulsa World – Canada shifts pipeline discussion to partnership with China
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120129_49_E6_CUTLIN85571
 
Tulsa World – Letter outlines ATF changes in wake of arms trafficking probe
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120130_13_A12_WASHIN852764
 
Tulsa World – Republican focus group likes Newt Gingrich over all
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A1_CUTLIN660383
 
Tulsa World – Downtown hotel operators say they deserve preference from drillers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_11_A1_Downto527608
 
Tulsa World – Changes made to voter precincts, polling places
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s low liability cap leaves some victims holding the bag
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Tothes568335
 
Tulsa World – State pays $92,500 in DHS settlement for boy’s death
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A12_OKLAHO953123
 
Tulsa World – Gingrich says he’s in till GOP convention
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A8_CUTLIN303703
 
Tulsa World – Romney would rank among richest presidents in history
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_13_A9_CUTLIN474664
 
Tulsa World – Political notebook: Corporation Commission pay raises challenged
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_hCorpo651936
 
Tulsa World – Leadership scramble: GOP rivals vie for title
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120128_688_0_WASHIN169048
 
The Journal Record – Trail of the money
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/trail-of-the-money-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Lawmaker wants mobile homes tied down
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/lawmaker-wants-mobile-homes-tied-down-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Tribal leaders release seven – point water plan
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tribal-leaders-release-water-plan-law/
 
The Journal Record – Report: Nation’s cattle herd continues decline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/report-nation%e2%80%99s-cattle-herd-continues-
decline-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Economy grows 2.8 pct. in Q4, but outlook is hazy
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/economy-grows-2-8-pct-in-q4-but-outlook-is-hazy-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Private sector unions add members as jobs return
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/private-sector-unions-add-members-as-jobs-return-
general-news/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com
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Oklahoma lawmakers eyeing tax credits, tax rate

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-eyeing-tax-credits-tax-rate/article/3643968

 

Domestic-related fires seen as new arson trend in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/domestic-related-fires-seen-as-new-arson-trend-in-oklahoma-

city/article/3644572#ixzz1kxAjLNvQ

 

Many seek answers after three Edmond teen suicides
http://newsok.com/many-seek-answers-after-three-edmond-teen-

suicides/article/3644126#ixzz1kxBKOVjK

Role of federal government in natural gas boom debated
http://newsok.com/role-of-federal-government-in-natural-gas-boom-

debated/article/3644130

 

Pottawatomie County prosecutor works to bring accused child pornographer to

Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/pottawatomie-county-prosecutor-works-to-bring-accused-child-

pornographer-to-oklahoma/article/3644019#ixzz1kxGmlLik

Next president will approve Keystone XL pipeline, Devon CEO says
http://newsok.com/next-president-will-approve-keystone-xl-pipeline-devon-ceo-

says/article/3644121#ixzz1kxHKDgua

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Richard Lerblance won't seek re-election to Oklahoma Senate seat

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A27_OKLAHO62495

 

Changes made to voter precincts, polling places

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=16&articleid=20120129_16_A21_Newvot559645

 

45th Infantry joins team for joint operation in Afghanistan

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120129_11_A16_CUTLIN300814

 

Program helping reduce numbers of homeless Oklahoma veterans

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120130_11_A1_CUTLIN749882

 

Tulsa human-trafficking case far from over

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A1_CUTLIN27649

 

New Creek Nation chief George Tiger gives State of Nation address

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120129_11_A27_CUTLIN335819
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Longtime DHS director leaves lasting legacy

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120128_61_A22_Ifther478993

 

Romney holds his own in Florida debate

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120128_61_A22_Theglo187717

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Jan. 30, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/business-briefs-jan-30-2012-general-news/

 

Tulsa-based company develops iPad strap
http://journalrecord.com/2012/01/27/tulsa-based-company-develops-ipad-strap-general-

news/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews
 

Oklahoma officials learn lessons from ice storm
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046090/Oklahoma-officials-learn-lessons-from-

ice-storm

 

State’s gun laws could be expanded
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x897046122/State-s-gun-laws-could-be-expanded

 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives: share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at Fallinforbusiness.com
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: sophiea.carter@gov.ok.gov
Subject: FW: 11/8/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:08:00 AM

Same with these please.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 8:01 AM
Subject: 11/8/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 
 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOKH Fox 25 - Health Care Gamble Could Cost Oklahoma
http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_7985.shtml
 
Associated Press - Okla. GOP leaders add to numbers in Legislature, must govern with
broader range of ideology
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/66a524b7f01e408e977d59d0e193b94d/OK--
Oklahoma-Election-Legislature
 
Tulsa World - Fallin weighs Medicaid expansion, health insurance exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20121108_11_A1_CUTLIN118327
 
Tulsa Beacon - Tulsa Public Schools Unmasked
http://www.tulsabeacon.com/?p=6402
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Tulsa World - Oklahoma education secretary hears complaints of overtesting from parents,
students
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_19_A15_CUTLIN194727
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma faces Nov. 16 deadline for creating health care insurance
exchange 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-faces-nov.-16-deadline-for-creating-health-care-insurance-
exchange/article/3726512#ixzz2Bdczuids
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman – Central Oklahoma Salvation Army engages in war on human trafficking 
http://newsok.com/central-oklahoma-salvation-army-engages-in-war-on-human-
trafficking/article/3726519#ixzz2Bdc1ZMtW
 
The Oklahoman – Voter turnout down from 2008 election, Oklahoma officials say 
http://newsok.com/voter-turnout-down-from-2008-election-oklahoma-officials-
say/article/3726598#ixzz2Bdc3hU9s
 
The Oklahoman – Sentencing set Jan. 8 for former leader of Oklahoma Senate 
http://newsok.com/sentencing-set-jan.-8-for-former-leader-of-oklahoma-
senate/article/3726535#ixzz2Bdc5yVWt
 
The Oklahoman – With huge majority, comes great responsibility, Oklahoma Senate leader
says 
http://newsok.com/with-huge-majority-comes-great-responsibility-oklahoma-senate-leader-
says/article/3726523#ixzz2BdcAxu56
The Oklahoman – House speaker-designate moves closer to filling leadership post 
http://newsok.com/house-speaker-designate-moves-closer-to-filling-leadership-
post/article/3726520#ixzz2BdcDgJ57
 
The Oklahoman – Man arrested after Chesapeake security reports missing credit cards 
http://newsok.com/man-arrested-after-chesapeake-security-reports-missing-credit-
cards/article/3726456#ixzz2BdcFlKqS
The Oklahoman – Dell provides $340.5 million annual impact to local economy 
http://newsok.com/dell-provides-340.5-million-annual-impact-to-local-
economy/article/3726507#ixzz2BdcKrSiA
 
The Oklahoman – Continental Resources achieves record oil production
http://newsok.com/continental-resources-achieves-record-oil-production/article/3726506?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Victory in hand, Obama must work to be uniter as promised
http://newsok.com/victory-in-hand-obama-must-work-to-be-uniter-as-
promised/article/3726453#ixzz2BdcSy8p1
The Oklahoman – R-Oklahoma: State grows even more red
http://newsok.com/r-oklahoma-state-grows-even-more-red/article/3726452?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
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The Oklahoman – Paranoia strikes deep among some Oklahoma school administrators 
http://newsok.com/paranoia-strikes-deep-among-some-oklahoma-school-
administrators/article/3726151#ixzz2BdcaUwTx
 
The Oklahoman – State's historic rehabilitation tax credit is vexing for Oklahoma
policymakers 
http://newsok.com/states-historic-rehabilitation-tax-credit-is-vexing-for-oklahoma-
policymakers/article/3726149#ixzz2Bdcctq9P
 
The Oklahoman – Obama, GOP leaders lay down markers on budget deal
http://newsok.com/obama-gop-leaders-lay-down-markers-on-budget-
deal/article/feed/459763#ixzz2BdcgeUJg
The Oklahoman – New Faces: Newly elected US senators
http://newsok.com/new-faces-newly-elected-us-senators/article/feed/459755
 
The Oklahoman – Obama wins the way his campaign predicted
http://newsok.com/obama-wins-the-way-his-campaign-predicted/article/feed/459527
 
 
The Oklahoman – President Barack Obama's victory is good news for two judicial nominees
in Oklahoma 
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obamas-victory-is-good-news-for-two-judicial-
nominees-in-oklahoma/article/3726479#ixzz2Bdct1WGj
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma's state questions to bring changes
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-state-questions-to-bring-changes/article/3726514
 
The Oklahoman – With huge majority, comes great responsibility, Oklahoma Senate leader
says 
http://newsok.com/with-huge-majority-comes-great-responsibility-oklahoma-senate-leader-
says/article/3726523#ixzz2Bdd8jhCZ
 
The Oklahoman – Nail-biter finish gives Oklahoma House Republicans a record majority 
http://newsok.com/nail-biter-finish-gives-oklahoma-house-republicans-a-record-
majority/article/3726481#ixzz2BddAt8nf
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma colleges, universities prepare for changes following affirmative
action ban 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-colleges-universities-prepare-for-changes-following-
affirmative-action-ban/article/3726480#ixzz2BddEKHz2
Tulsa World – Obama, congressional leaders seek to avoid 'fiscal cliff'
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_13_A1_CUTLIN184339
 
Tulsa World – After Vision2, Tulsa leaders ready to shift focus onto Fix Our Streets program
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=717&articleid=20121108_11_A1_ULNSbC64235
 
Tulsa World – DHS future form up in air after state question approved
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_11_A15_ULNSbn120113
 
Tulsa World – Oilmen generally not happy with the re-election of President Obama
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121108_49_E1_CUTLIN303987
 
Tulsa World – AT&T will spend $14 billion on broadband expansion project
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=52&articleid=20121108_52_E3_CUTLIN238733
 
Tulsa World – Boeing shakes up shrinking defense business
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20121108_461_E3_CUTLIN784323
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: GOP continues its dominance in Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121108_61_A20_CUTLIN130586
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma state revenues jump by 9 percent in October
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121107_61_A20_Thenew679062
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma state legislative Democrats dwindling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_16_A10_CUTLIN920816
 
Tulsa World – Gay marriage, marijuana backed in votes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121108_13_A13_Mainea938847
 
Tulsa World – Author, former Oklahoma congressman examines the 'idiot' factor in politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A8_CUTLIN630509
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma keeps its 'red-state' reputation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A10_CUTLIN47513
 
Tulsa World – More women, more Democrats in Congress
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121108_13_A8_CUTLIN441402
 
Tulsa World – Shannon to succeed Steele as Speaker of the House
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A7_CUTLIN746029
The Journal Record- Devon Energy reports third-quarter loss
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/devon-energy-earnings-per-share-beat-analysts-
estimates-energy/
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The Journal Record – Proponents, opponents address rejection of Vision 2 sales tax package
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/proponents-opponents-address-rejection-of-vision-2-
sales-tax-package-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Okla. GOP leaders add to numbers in Legislature
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/okla-gop-leaders-add-to-numbers-in-legislature-capitol/
 
The Journal Record- New Okla. congressmen: End partisan gridlock in D.C.
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/new-okla-congressmen-end-partisan-gridlock-in-d-c-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Cornett links improved health statistics to wellness programs
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/cornett-links-improved-health-statistics-to-wellness-
programs-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Schools fear loss of millions in property taxes
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/schools-fear-loss-of-millions-in-property-taxes-capitol/
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Sofia Carter
Subject: FW: 11/8/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:16:00 AM

Please print these off. Follow the links and hit print
 
Thanks.
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 8:01 AM
Subject: 11/8/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 
 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOKH Fox 25 - Health Care Gamble Could Cost Oklahoma
http://www.okcfox.com/newsroom/top_stories/videos/kokh_vid_7985.shtml
 
Associated Press - Okla. GOP leaders add to numbers in Legislature, must govern with
broader range of ideology
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/66a524b7f01e408e977d59d0e193b94d/OK--
Oklahoma-Election-Legislature
 
Tulsa World - Fallin weighs Medicaid expansion, health insurance exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20121108_11_A1_CUTLIN118327
 
Tulsa Beacon - Tulsa Public Schools Unmasked
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http://www.tulsabeacon.com/?p=6402
 
Tulsa World - Oklahoma education secretary hears complaints of overtesting from parents,
students
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_19_A15_CUTLIN194727
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma faces Nov. 16 deadline for creating health care insurance
exchange 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-faces-nov.-16-deadline-for-creating-health-care-insurance-
exchange/article/3726512#ixzz2Bdczuids
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman – Central Oklahoma Salvation Army engages in war on human trafficking 
http://newsok.com/central-oklahoma-salvation-army-engages-in-war-on-human-
trafficking/article/3726519#ixzz2Bdc1ZMtW
 
The Oklahoman – Voter turnout down from 2008 election, Oklahoma officials say 
http://newsok.com/voter-turnout-down-from-2008-election-oklahoma-officials-
say/article/3726598#ixzz2Bdc3hU9s
 
The Oklahoman – Sentencing set Jan. 8 for former leader of Oklahoma Senate 
http://newsok.com/sentencing-set-jan.-8-for-former-leader-of-oklahoma-
senate/article/3726535#ixzz2Bdc5yVWt
 
The Oklahoman – With huge majority, comes great responsibility, Oklahoma Senate leader
says 
http://newsok.com/with-huge-majority-comes-great-responsibility-oklahoma-senate-leader-
says/article/3726523#ixzz2BdcAxu56
The Oklahoman – House speaker-designate moves closer to filling leadership post 
http://newsok.com/house-speaker-designate-moves-closer-to-filling-leadership-
post/article/3726520#ixzz2BdcDgJ57
 
The Oklahoman – Man arrested after Chesapeake security reports missing credit cards 
http://newsok.com/man-arrested-after-chesapeake-security-reports-missing-credit-
cards/article/3726456#ixzz2BdcFlKqS
The Oklahoman – Dell provides $340.5 million annual impact to local economy 
http://newsok.com/dell-provides-340.5-million-annual-impact-to-local-
economy/article/3726507#ixzz2BdcKrSiA
 
The Oklahoman – Continental Resources achieves record oil production
http://newsok.com/continental-resources-achieves-record-oil-production/article/3726506?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Victory in hand, Obama must work to be uniter as promised
http://newsok.com/victory-in-hand-obama-must-work-to-be-uniter-as-
promised/article/3726453#ixzz2BdcSy8p1
The Oklahoman – R-Oklahoma: State grows even more red
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http://newsok.com/r-oklahoma-state-grows-even-more-red/article/3726452?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Paranoia strikes deep among some Oklahoma school administrators 
http://newsok.com/paranoia-strikes-deep-among-some-oklahoma-school-
administrators/article/3726151#ixzz2BdcaUwTx
 
The Oklahoman – State's historic rehabilitation tax credit is vexing for Oklahoma
policymakers 
http://newsok.com/states-historic-rehabilitation-tax-credit-is-vexing-for-oklahoma-
policymakers/article/3726149#ixzz2Bdcctq9P
 
The Oklahoman – Obama, GOP leaders lay down markers on budget deal
http://newsok.com/obama-gop-leaders-lay-down-markers-on-budget-
deal/article/feed/459763#ixzz2BdcgeUJg
The Oklahoman – New Faces: Newly elected US senators
http://newsok.com/new-faces-newly-elected-us-senators/article/feed/459755
 
The Oklahoman – Obama wins the way his campaign predicted
http://newsok.com/obama-wins-the-way-his-campaign-predicted/article/feed/459527
 
 
The Oklahoman – President Barack Obama's victory is good news for two judicial nominees
in Oklahoma 
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obamas-victory-is-good-news-for-two-judicial-
nominees-in-oklahoma/article/3726479#ixzz2Bdct1WGj
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma's state questions to bring changes
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-state-questions-to-bring-changes/article/3726514
 
The Oklahoman – With huge majority, comes great responsibility, Oklahoma Senate leader
says 
http://newsok.com/with-huge-majority-comes-great-responsibility-oklahoma-senate-leader-
says/article/3726523#ixzz2Bdd8jhCZ
 
The Oklahoman – Nail-biter finish gives Oklahoma House Republicans a record majority 
http://newsok.com/nail-biter-finish-gives-oklahoma-house-republicans-a-record-
majority/article/3726481#ixzz2BddAt8nf
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma colleges, universities prepare for changes following affirmative
action ban 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-colleges-universities-prepare-for-changes-following-
affirmative-action-ban/article/3726480#ixzz2BddEKHz2
Tulsa World – Obama, congressional leaders seek to avoid 'fiscal cliff'
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_13_A1_CUTLIN184339
 
Tulsa World – After Vision2, Tulsa leaders ready to shift focus onto Fix Our Streets program
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=717&articleid=20121108_11_A1_ULNSbC64235
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Tulsa World – DHS future form up in air after state question approved
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_11_A15_ULNSbn120113
 
Tulsa World – Oilmen generally not happy with the re-election of President Obama
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121108_49_E1_CUTLIN303987
 
Tulsa World – AT&T will spend $14 billion on broadband expansion project
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=52&articleid=20121108_52_E3_CUTLIN238733
 
Tulsa World – Boeing shakes up shrinking defense business
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20121108_461_E3_CUTLIN784323
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: GOP continues its dominance in Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121108_61_A20_CUTLIN130586
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma state revenues jump by 9 percent in October
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121107_61_A20_Thenew679062
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma state legislative Democrats dwindling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_16_A10_CUTLIN920816
 
Tulsa World – Gay marriage, marijuana backed in votes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121108_13_A13_Mainea938847
 
Tulsa World – Author, former Oklahoma congressman examines the 'idiot' factor in politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A8_CUTLIN630509
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma keeps its 'red-state' reputation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A10_CUTLIN47513
 
Tulsa World – More women, more Democrats in Congress
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121108_13_A8_CUTLIN441402
 
Tulsa World – Shannon to succeed Steele as Speaker of the House
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A7_CUTLIN746029
The Journal Record- Devon Energy reports third-quarter loss
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/devon-energy-earnings-per-share-beat-analysts-

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_11_A15_ULNSbn120113
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_11_A15_ULNSbn120113
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20121108_49_E1_CUTLIN303987
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20121108_49_E1_CUTLIN303987
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=52&articleid=20121108_52_E3_CUTLIN238733
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=52&articleid=20121108_52_E3_CUTLIN238733
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=45&articleid=20121108_461_E3_CUTLIN784323
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=45&articleid=20121108_461_E3_CUTLIN784323
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121108_61_A20_CUTLIN130586
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121108_61_A20_CUTLIN130586
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121107_61_A20_Thenew679062
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20121107_61_A20_Thenew679062
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_16_A10_CUTLIN920816
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_16_A10_CUTLIN920816
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121108_13_A13_Mainea938847
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121108_13_A13_Mainea938847
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A8_CUTLIN630509
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A8_CUTLIN630509
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A10_CUTLIN47513
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A10_CUTLIN47513
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121108_13_A8_CUTLIN441402
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20121108_13_A8_CUTLIN441402
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A7_CUTLIN746029
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A7_CUTLIN746029
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/devon-energy-earnings-per-share-beat-analysts-estimates-energy/


estimates-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Proponents, opponents address rejection of Vision 2 sales tax package
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/proponents-opponents-address-rejection-of-vision-2-
sales-tax-package-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Okla. GOP leaders add to numbers in Legislature
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/okla-gop-leaders-add-to-numbers-in-legislature-capitol/
 
The Journal Record- New Okla. congressmen: End partisan gridlock in D.C.
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/new-okla-congressmen-end-partisan-gridlock-in-d-c-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Cornett links improved health statistics to wellness programs
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/cornett-links-improved-health-statistics-to-wellness-
programs-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Schools fear loss of millions in property taxes
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/schools-fear-loss-of-millions-in-property-taxes-capitol/
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Lindsay Schermer
Subject: FW: 2/15/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Wednesday, February 15, 2012 11:12:00 AM

 
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, February 15, 2012 9:55 AM
Subject: 2/15/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s sales-tax collections for January hit record
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120215_16_A9_CUTLIN692855
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s Department of Public Safety official Barger resigns post
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120215_11_A1_CUTLIN440932
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma marks record in monthly sales tax collections
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-marks-record-in-monthly-sales-tax-
collections/article/3648917?custom_click=pod_headline_politics
 
Tulsa World – Henke, Arthrell win state House District 71 primaries
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120214_11_0_Republ962146
 
Associated Press – Oklahoma City Democrat wins state Senate seat left vacant by former
leader’s departure
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/736f032ae0b14b28b31ea782ffc41e89/OK--Special-
Election-Races-Decided/
 
Texas Tribune (San Antonio) – With wind at crossroad, Texas officials ambivalent
http://www.mysanantonio.com/business/article/In-Texas-ambivalence-over-wind-tax-credit-
3323765.php
 
Associated press – Measure seeks public vote on whether to remove Oklahoma governor
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from nonviolent paroles
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/92c4b09a04794a528b852a02ba8a7cc1/OK-XGR--
Governor-Parole/
 
Tahlequah Daily Press – Local lawmakers wary of tax proposal
http://tahlequahdailypress.com/local/x290310197/Local-lawmakers-wary-of-tax-proposal
 
KWON News Talk Radio – Oklahoma tax receipts at all time high
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/26232012/oklahoma-tax-receipts-at-all-time-high
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma voters to decide whether to remove governor from parole
process
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-voters-to-decide-whether-to-remove-governor-from-
parole-process/article/3649028?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – News of Obamacare’s birth control policy stunned supporter
http://newsok.com/news-of-obamacares-birth-control-policy-stunned-
supporter/article/3648940
 
The Oklahoman – Voters select nominees in legislative primary elections
http://newsok.com/voters-select-nominees-in-legislative-primary-elections/article/3649186
 
The Oklahoman - $50 million Shawnee propositions fail
http://newsok.com/50-million-shawnee-propositions-fail/article/3649041
 
The Oklahoman – Democrats win 2 vacant legislative seats in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/democrats-win-2-vacant-legislative-seats-in-oklahoma/article/3649108
 
The Oklahoman – Downtown park makeover is opposed by Oklahoma City Council members
http://newsok.com/downtown-park-makeover-is-opposed-by-oklahoma-city-council-
members/article/3649051
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma news briefs
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-news-briefs/article/3649040?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Church leaders are wary of bill that would expand stand your ground law
to houses of worship
http://newsok.com/feed/church-leaders-are-wary-of-bill-that-would-expand-stand-your-
ground-law-to-houses-of-worship/article/3649025?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma business briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3649183?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – TransCanada hopes to resume pipeline in 2015
http://newsok.com/transcanada-hopes-to-resume-pipeline-in-2015/article/3649184?
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custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – AMR retirees ask judge to deny proposed termination of pension plan
http://newsok.com/amr-retirees-ask-judge-to-deny-proposed-termination-of-pension-
plan/article/3649175?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Witness at Oklahoma political corruption trial testifies then – Senate leader
was hired to block troublesome legislation
http://newsok.com/witness-testifies-then-senate-leader-was-hired-to-block-
legislation/article/3648986
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Huge win for GOP on payroll cut
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-huge-win-for-gop-on-payroll-cut/article/feed/348348
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma state Capitol briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-capitol-briefs/article/3649018
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House bill advances that would change university center board’s
responsibilities
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-bill-advances-that-would-change-university-center-
boards-responsibilities/article/3649019
 
The Oklahoman – Senate Armed Services chairman tells Pentagon leaders he opposes base
closure request
http://newsok.com/senate-armed-services-chairman-tells-pentagon-leaders-he-opposes-base-
closure-request/article/3649021
 
The Oklahoman – Negotiators reach tentative payroll tax cut pact
http://newsok.com/negotiators-reach-tentative-payroll-tax-cut-pact/article/feed/347863
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa Public Schools investigation expanded
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=332&articleid=20120215_19_A1_ULNSbe915758
 
Tulsa World – PetroQuest keeping up with move to inland drilling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120215_49_E1_CUTLIN241603
 
Tulsa World – January retail sales gain points to modest growth
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=53&articleid=20120215_45_E3_CUTLIN57226
 
Tulsa World – Cherokee empire growing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120215_61_A14_TheChe651589
 
Tulsa World – Lawmakers move to cusp of deal on payroll tax cut
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120215_335_0_WASHIN124097
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Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s Pruitt joins 9 state attorneys general in opposing Obama
contraception plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120215_16_A9_CUTLIN58013
 
Tulsa World – U.S. weighing nuclear arms cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120215_13_A3_WASHIN452187
 
The Journal Record – Cherokee power in Oklahoma
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/cherokee-power-in-oklahoma-general-news/
The Journal Record – Testimony: Morgan hired to block bill
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/testimony-morgan-hired-to-block-bill-law/
 
The Journal Record – Southwest Power Pool plots Oklahoma transmission projects
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/southwest-power-pool-plots-oklahoma-transmission-
projects-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Boeing: Effect of Obama budget plan not clear yet
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/boeing-effect-of-obama-budget-plan-not-clear-yet-
aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – BOKF builds on lender relationships for new mortgage business
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/bokf-builds-on-lender-relationships-for-new-mortgage-
business-finance/
 
The Journal Record – I-244 bridge project on track
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/i-244-bridge-project-on-track-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Rising among the ranks: Labor executives offer tips for hiring,
integrating veterans
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/rising-among-the-ranks-labor-executives-offer-tips-for-
hiring-integrating-veterans-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oil price little changed, near $101 per barrel
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/oil-price-little-changed-near-101-per-barrel-energy/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Washington Examiner: Obama 2013 budget offers more deficits, tax increases
http://newsok.com/washington-examiner-obama-2013-budget-offers-more-deficits-tax-

increases/article/3648933#ixzz1mSn9gMsu

 

Personhood, heartbeat bills seek to affirm life
http://newsok.com/personhood-heartbeat-bills-seek-to-affirm-life/article/3648937

 

Take politics out of the doctor's office

http://newsok.com/take-politics-out-of-the-doctors-office/article/3648936
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Oklahoma Public Safety Department official resigns after publicity

http://newsok.com/article/3649034#ixzz1mSnSI5Uq

 

Proposed Oklahoma law would tighten restrictions on sex offenders
http://newsok.com/article/3649038#ixzz1mSnhkVAd

 

Two tribes in Oklahoma ask for judgment in water rights suit

http://newsok.com/article/3649039#ixzz1mSnl5PJc

 

Oklahoma medical groups oppose restriction of pseudoephedrine
http://newsok.com/article/3649063

 

Natural gas prices inch higher — but not for long
http://newsok.com/article/3649096#ixzz1mSnuz4xp
 

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Dumping endangers Edmond waterways, officials say

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120215_12_0_EDMOND935281

 

Three major Oklahoma medical groups oppose restriction of allergy drug

(pseudoephedrine) used in meth labs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120215_11_A1_OKLAHO47850

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

 

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 

Boeing: Effect of Obama budget plan not clear yet
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1501439630/Boeing-Effect-of-Obama-budget-plan-

not-clear-yet

 

 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Tom Hockaday (t_hockaday
Subject: FW: 2/20/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, February 20, 2012 11:04:00 AM

Would it be OK if I added you to this e-mail list?  You’d get stories about GMF daily.

 

 

 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2012 9:53 AM
Subject: 2/20/12 Daily News Clips
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Norman Transcript – Governor addresses Oklahoma Guardsmen at homecoming event
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x2145426240/Governor-addresses-Oklahoma-
Guardsmen-at-homecoming-event
 
The Oklahoman – Low natural gas prices concern Oklahoma’s governor, state treasurer
http://newsok.com/low-natural-gas-prices-concern-oklahomas-governor-state-
treasurer/article/3650077
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Farm Bureau head: In tax talk, don’t forget
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-farm-bureau-head-in-tax-talk-dont-forget-
agriculture/article/3649855
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s regional universities working to meet governor’s challenge
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-regional-universities-working-to-meet-governors-
challenge/article/3649854
 
The Journal Record – Morgan: State faces challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/morgan-state-faces-challenges-opinion/
 
Tulsa World – 30 more soldiers from 45th return from Afghanistan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=511&articleid=20120218_16_A12_CUTLIN217961
 
Associated Press – Okla. tax plan cuts $888 million in deductions, exemptions
http://www.thetowntalk.com/article/20120218/NEWS/120218006/Okla-tax-plan-cuts-888-
million-deductions-exemptions?odyssey=nav%7Chead
 
Associated Press – Okla. deductions and exemptions to be eliminated
http://www.newson6.com/story/16964173/okla-deductions-and-exemptions-to-be-eliminated
 
The Journal Record – Fallin talks workers’ comp, taxes
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/fallin-talks-workers%E2%80%99-comp-taxes-capitol/
 
Enid News & Eagle – Woodward welcomes Siemens Energy
http://enidnews.com/state/x471170395/Woodward-welcomes-Siemens-Energy
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The Oklahoman… Editorial – Tax – cut train on fast track in Oklahoma legislature
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-train-on-fast-track-in-oklahoma-legislature/article/3649857
 
Tulsa World – Returning troops get job help through a Guard program
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A11_Sriemm564283
 
Tulsa World – State running low on execution drug
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_16_A11_CUTLIN346052
 
Tulsa World – Sunday morning quarterback
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A14_hGovMa451315
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – GOP presidential candidate to stop in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/gop-presidential-candidate-to-stop-in-oklahoma/article/3650662
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Rep. Randy Terrell plans run for Cleveland County
commissioner
http://newsok.com/rep.-randy-terrill-plans-run-for-cleveland-county-
commissioner/article/3650552
 
The Oklahoman – Business briefs
http://newsok.com/business-briefs/article/3650223?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Proposed budget cuts for Oklahoma could gut state’s film industry
http://newsok.com/proposed-budget-cuts-for-oklahoma-could-gut-states-film-
industry/article/3649998?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Mandating renewable energy policy is wrong approach for
Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/mandating-renewable-energy-policy-is-wrong-approach-for-
oklahoma/article/3649860?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Tax – cut train on fast track in Oklahoma Legislature
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-train-on-fast-track-in-oklahoma-legislature/article/3649857?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Oklahoma water rights lawsuit may be costly in more ways
than one
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-water-rights-lawsuit-may-be-costly-in-more-ways-than-
one/article/3649856?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Flunking grade in science won’t work for Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/flunking-grade-in-science-wont-work-for-oklahoma/article/3649565?
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custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Can U.S. grow without even more debt?
http://newsok.com/can-u.s.-grow-without-even-more-debt/article/feed/350135
 
The Oklahoman – Ron Paul wins Washington County, but not Maine
http://newsok.com/ron-paul-wins-washington-county-but-not-maine/article/feed/349974
 
The Oklahoman – Bottle-deposit bill tapped out for this session
http://newsok.com/bottle-deposit-bill-tapped-out-for-this-session/article/3650098
 
The Oklahoman – Two Oklahoma landslide legislative victories give Democrats hope
http://newsok.com/two-oklahoma-landslide-legislative-victories-give-democrats-
hope/article/3650095
 
The Oklahoman – Amid new controversy, how Dems will hit Santorum
http://newsok.com/amid-new-controversy-how-dems-will-hit-santorum/article/feed/350160
 
The Oklahoman – DNC unveils ‘Urban Unity’ poster for convention
http://newsok.com/dnc-unveils-urban-unity-poster-for-convention/article/feed/349708
 
The Oklahoman – Distorting Romney’s words
http://newsok.com/distorting-romneys-words/article/feed/349617
 
The Oklahoman – Fake letters not connected to The Oklahoman reporter
http://newsok.com/fake-letters-not-connected-to-the-oklahoman-reporter/article/3649989
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s use of shelters for displaced children disputed
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120220_11_A1_CUTLIN273001
 
Tulsa World – Dropout rate expected to rise
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120220_19_A1_Oklaho265858
 
Tulsa World – Manufacturing driving economy forward with hiring, production
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120219_461_E2_CUTLIN275717
 
Tulsa World – New-home permits in Tulsa show four – year decline
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120220_16_A1_ULNSap860653
 
Tulsa World – GOP contenders face 13 – state test after brief lull
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_688_0_hrimgs280725
 
Tulsa World – Doctors groups may shift debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A14_CUTLIN463667
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Tulsa World – Gingrich: Attack ads turning off voters
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_CMIGae758658
 
Tulsa World – Capitol bomb plot arrest capped year long probe
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A9_WASHIN350047
 
Tulsa World – House update
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_11_A14_Alooka447387
 
Tulsa World – Political Notebook: Costello: GOP should reject donations from OEA, OPEA
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_hCoste185468
 
Tulsa World – Senate update
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_336_A14_hrimgs776390
 
Tulsa World – Capitol Notebook: Fitness center funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN552526
 
Tulsa World – Obama campaign targets Santorum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_13_A17_WSIGOo665965
 
Tulsa World – Rick Santorum questions Obama’s Christian values
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120219_13_A16_CUTLIN52837
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa Chamber launches state PAC
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A24_TulsaM152556
 
Tulsa World – State Senate Passes ‘Personhood Bill’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120219_16_A15_CUTLIN630542
 
Tulsa World – Polls shows state Republicans favor Santorum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120219_16_A1_Former398647
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa chamber members, mayor to attend Houston oil and gas expo
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/tulsa-chamber-members-mayor-to-attend-houston-oil-
and-gas-expo-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Bill could limit access to pseudoephedrine
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/16/bill-could-limit-access-to-pseudoephedrine/
 
The Journal Record – States attack ‘Obamacare’ with birth control bills
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/states-attack-%e2%80%98obamacare%e2%80%99-
with-birth-control-bills-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Deals trims maximum jobless benefits to 73 weeks
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/deal-trims-maximum-jobless-benefits-to-73-weeks-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Consumer prices up as gas, clothing costs rise
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/17/consumer-prices-up-as-gas-clothing-costs-rise-general-
news/
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Subject: FW: 2/22/12 Daily News Clips
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Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 7:39 AM
Subject: 2/22/12 Daily News Clips
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Money for fiscal year 2013 to rise 2.6 percent in Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120222_16_A8_OKLAHO296574
 
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines workers ask for help from governor, congressional
delegation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120222_45_E1_CUTLIN874721
 
KSWO – TV Channel 7 – Fallin tax plan due next week; panel OKs others
http://www.kswo.com/story/16985517/senate-panel-oks-cuts-to-okla-income-taxes
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Okla. panel wants to limit refunds for drillers
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/okla-panel-wants-to-limit-refunds-for-drillers
 
Associated Press – Fallin tax plan due next week; panel OKs others
http://www.wisconsinrapidstribune.com/usatoday/article/38628943?
odyssey=mod%7Cnewswell%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE%7Cs
 
Associated Press – Okla. boosts revenue estimate; Senate panel wants limit refunds for oil
and gas producers
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/24ab4c26a90d4b538061e65c5c1ab6ba/OK--
Oklahoma-Revenue/
 
Tulsa World – ‘Obamacare’ reshaping health care system
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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subjectid=316&articleid=20120222_15_E4_Likeit197238
 
 
The Journal Record – Okla. lawmakers to have $47M more to spend
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/okla-lawmakers-to-have-47m-more-to-spend-capitol/
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
 
The Oklahoman – Will Rogers World Airport traffic steady, Tulsa International Airport sees
drop during January
http://newsok.com/will-rogers-world-airport-traffic-steady-tulsa-international-airport-sees-
drop-during-january/article/3651237
 
The Oklahoman – Panel approves bill giving Oklahoma cities power to ban smoking
http://newsok.com/panel-approves-bill-giving-oklahoma-cities-power-to-ban-
smoking/article/3651231
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House panel approves Kern’s bill on scientific instruction
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-panel-approves-kerns-bill-on-scientific-
instruction/article/3651133
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Capitol briefs
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-capitol-briefs/article/3651116?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma business briefs
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3651110?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Federal government too big, Newt Gingrich tells Oklahoma House
members
http://newsok.com/federal-government-too-big-newt-gingrich-tells-oklahoma-house-
members/article/3651045
 
The Oklahoman – Watch Newt Gingrich’s 30 min energy infomercial
http://newsok.com/watch-newt-gingrichs-30-min-energy-infomercial/article/feed/350966
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City Council approves taxi parking rules, park plans
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-approves-taxi-parking-rules-park-
plans/article/3651065
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond Neighborhood alliance will hold summit Saturday
http://newsok.com/edmond-neighborhood-alliance-will-hold-summit-
saturday/article/3650992
 
The Oklahoman – City-issued badges are needed to sell door-to-door in Edmond
http://newsok.com/city-issued-badges-are-needed-to-sell-door-to-door-in-
edmond/article/3650990
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The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House committee defeats allergy pill bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-committee-defeats-allergy-pill-bill/article/3651098
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Capitol updates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3651109
 
The Oklahoman – Lobbyist for Oklahoma’s county commissioners says Mike Morgan was
behind effort to get landfill legislation passed
http://newsok.com/lobbyist-for-oklahomas-county-commissioners-says-mike-morgan-was-
behind-effort-to-get-landfill-legislation-passed/article/3650950
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma House committee rejects plan to restrict pseudoephedrine access
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=683&articleid=20120222_16_A1_OKLAHO366258
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma income – tax – cut bills get Senate panel’s OK
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120222_16_A1_ULNSbT851667
 
Tulsa World – Broken Arrow anti-casino group amends demands of City Council
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=685&articleid=20120222_12_A1_CUTLIN365023
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa’s postal sorting center’s fate may be revealed Wednesday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_16_A13_Employ111874
 
Tulsa World – Poll: Santorum surges, Obama leads Republicans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120222_688_0_hrimgs790634
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa Maintenance personnel find savings, earn rewards
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_11_A11_CUTLIN150641
 
Tulsa World – GOP debate Wednesday night to kick off crucial week for Romney
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120222_13_A4_CUTLIN891572
 
Tulsa World – Collinsville mayor to run for state House
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_12_A8_CUTLIN242839
 
Tulsa World – Gingrich asks Oklahoma lawmakers to help him scale back federal role
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120222_16_A8_CUTLIN235652
 
Tulsa World – Lobbyist: Lawmaker Morgan sought help for ‘friends’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_16_A8_OKLAHO31711
 
Tulsa World – Abortion foe says graphic ads like the ones he used in Oklahoma will make a
statement
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_16_A8_Antiab984556
 
 
The Journal Record – An ailing system
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/an-ailing-system-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Companies unite for pipeline to Cushing
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/companies-unite-for-pipeline-to-cushing-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake 4Q profits more than double
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/chesapeake-4q-profits-more-than-double-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Nonprofit sues Oklahoma Water Resources Board
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/nonprofit-sues-oklahoma-water-resources-board-law/
 
The Journal Record – Bill banning teens from texting while driving clears committee
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/bill-banning-teens-from-texting-while-driving-clears-
committee-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – SeedStep angel investor program expanded to Ardmore
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/seedstep-angel-investor-program-expanded-to-ardmore-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Gingrich: No to EPA, yes to Keystone XL
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/gingrich-no-to-epa-yes-to-keystone-xl-energy/
 
The Journal Record – American Airlines workers protest job, pay cuts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/american-airlines-workers-protest-job-pay-cuts-
aerospac/
 
The Journal Record – Boeing: Effect of Obama budget plan not clear yet
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/boeing-effect-of-obama-budget-plan-not-clear-yet-
aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – Oil price climbs on fear Iran may stop more oil
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/oil-price-climbs-on-fear-iran-may-stop-more-oil-
energy/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Lindsay Schermer
Subject: FW: 2/22/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 11:24:00 AM

Please Print
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 7:39 AM
Subject: 2/22/12 Daily News Clips
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Money for fiscal year 2013 to rise 2.6 percent in Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120222_16_A8_OKLAHO296574
 
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines workers ask for help from governor, congressional
delegation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120222_45_E1_CUTLIN874721
 
KSWO – TV Channel 7 – Fallin tax plan due next week; panel OKs others
http://www.kswo.com/story/16985517/senate-panel-oks-cuts-to-okla-income-taxes
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Okla. panel wants to limit refunds for drillers
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/okla-panel-wants-to-limit-refunds-for-drillers
 
Associated Press – Fallin tax plan due next week; panel OKs others
http://www.wisconsinrapidstribune.com/usatoday/article/38628943?
odyssey=mod%7Cnewswell%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE%7Cs
 
Associated Press – Okla. boosts revenue estimate; Senate panel wants limit refunds for oil
and gas producers
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/24ab4c26a90d4b538061e65c5c1ab6ba/OK--
Oklahoma-Revenue/
 
Tulsa World – ‘Obamacare’ reshaping health care system
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=316&articleid=20120222_15_E4_Likeit197238
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The Journal Record – Okla. lawmakers to have $47M more to spend
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/okla-lawmakers-to-have-47m-more-to-spend-capitol/
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
 
The Oklahoman – Will Rogers World Airport traffic steady, Tulsa International Airport sees
drop during January
http://newsok.com/will-rogers-world-airport-traffic-steady-tulsa-international-airport-sees-
drop-during-january/article/3651237
 
The Oklahoman – Panel approves bill giving Oklahoma cities power to ban smoking
http://newsok.com/panel-approves-bill-giving-oklahoma-cities-power-to-ban-
smoking/article/3651231
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House panel approves Kern’s bill on scientific instruction
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-panel-approves-kerns-bill-on-scientific-
instruction/article/3651133
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Capitol briefs
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-capitol-briefs/article/3651116?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma business briefs
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3651110?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Federal government too big, Newt Gingrich tells Oklahoma House
members
http://newsok.com/federal-government-too-big-newt-gingrich-tells-oklahoma-house-
members/article/3651045
 
The Oklahoman – Watch Newt Gingrich’s 30 min energy infomercial
http://newsok.com/watch-newt-gingrichs-30-min-energy-infomercial/article/feed/350966
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City Council approves taxi parking rules, park plans
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-approves-taxi-parking-rules-park-
plans/article/3651065
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond Neighborhood alliance will hold summit Saturday
http://newsok.com/edmond-neighborhood-alliance-will-hold-summit-
saturday/article/3650992
 
The Oklahoman – City-issued badges are needed to sell door-to-door in Edmond
http://newsok.com/city-issued-badges-are-needed-to-sell-door-to-door-in-
edmond/article/3650990
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House committee defeats allergy pill bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-committee-defeats-allergy-pill-bill/article/3651098

http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/okla-lawmakers-to-have-47m-more-to-spend-capitol/
http://newsok.com/will-rogers-world-airport-traffic-steady-tulsa-international-airport-sees-drop-during-january/article/3651237
http://newsok.com/will-rogers-world-airport-traffic-steady-tulsa-international-airport-sees-drop-during-january/article/3651237
http://newsok.com/panel-approves-bill-giving-oklahoma-cities-power-to-ban-smoking/article/3651231
http://newsok.com/panel-approves-bill-giving-oklahoma-cities-power-to-ban-smoking/article/3651231
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-panel-approves-kerns-bill-on-scientific-instruction/article/3651133
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-panel-approves-kerns-bill-on-scientific-instruction/article/3651133
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-capitol-briefs/article/3651116?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-capitol-briefs/article/3651116?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3651110?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3651110?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/federal-government-too-big-newt-gingrich-tells-oklahoma-house-members/article/3651045
http://newsok.com/federal-government-too-big-newt-gingrich-tells-oklahoma-house-members/article/3651045
http://newsok.com/watch-newt-gingrichs-30-min-energy-infomercial/article/feed/350966
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-approves-taxi-parking-rules-park-plans/article/3651065
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-approves-taxi-parking-rules-park-plans/article/3651065
http://newsok.com/edmond-neighborhood-alliance-will-hold-summit-saturday/article/3650992
http://newsok.com/edmond-neighborhood-alliance-will-hold-summit-saturday/article/3650992
http://newsok.com/city-issued-badges-are-needed-to-sell-door-to-door-in-edmond/article/3650990
http://newsok.com/city-issued-badges-are-needed-to-sell-door-to-door-in-edmond/article/3650990
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-committee-defeats-allergy-pill-bill/article/3651098


 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Capitol updates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3651109
 
The Oklahoman – Lobbyist for Oklahoma’s county commissioners says Mike Morgan was
behind effort to get landfill legislation passed
http://newsok.com/lobbyist-for-oklahomas-county-commissioners-says-mike-morgan-was-
behind-effort-to-get-landfill-legislation-passed/article/3650950
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma House committee rejects plan to restrict pseudoephedrine access
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=683&articleid=20120222_16_A1_OKLAHO366258
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma income – tax – cut bills get Senate panel’s OK
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120222_16_A1_ULNSbT851667
 
Tulsa World – Broken Arrow anti-casino group amends demands of City Council
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=685&articleid=20120222_12_A1_CUTLIN365023
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa’s postal sorting center’s fate may be revealed Wednesday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_16_A13_Employ111874
 
Tulsa World – Poll: Santorum surges, Obama leads Republicans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120222_688_0_hrimgs790634
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa Maintenance personnel find savings, earn rewards
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_11_A11_CUTLIN150641
 
Tulsa World – GOP debate Wednesday night to kick off crucial week for Romney
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120222_13_A4_CUTLIN891572
 
Tulsa World – Collinsville mayor to run for state House
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_12_A8_CUTLIN242839
 
Tulsa World – Gingrich asks Oklahoma lawmakers to help him scale back federal role
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120222_16_A8_CUTLIN235652
 
Tulsa World – Lobbyist: Lawmaker Morgan sought help for ‘friends’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_16_A8_OKLAHO31711
 
Tulsa World – Abortion foe says graphic ads like the ones he used in Oklahoma will make a
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statement
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120222_16_A8_Antiab984556
 
 
The Journal Record – An ailing system
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/an-ailing-system-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Companies unite for pipeline to Cushing
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/companies-unite-for-pipeline-to-cushing-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake 4Q profits more than double
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/chesapeake-4q-profits-more-than-double-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Nonprofit sues Oklahoma Water Resources Board
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/nonprofit-sues-oklahoma-water-resources-board-law/
 
The Journal Record – Bill banning teens from texting while driving clears committee
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/bill-banning-teens-from-texting-while-driving-clears-
committee-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – SeedStep angel investor program expanded to Ardmore
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/seedstep-angel-investor-program-expanded-to-ardmore-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Gingrich: No to EPA, yes to Keystone XL
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/gingrich-no-to-epa-yes-to-keystone-xl-energy/
 
The Journal Record – American Airlines workers protest job, pay cuts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/american-airlines-workers-protest-job-pay-cuts-
aerospac/
 
The Journal Record – Boeing: Effect of Obama budget plan not clear yet
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/14/boeing-effect-of-obama-budget-plan-not-clear-yet-
aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – Oil price climbs on fear Iran may stop more oil
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/21/oil-price-climbs-on-fear-iran-may-stop-more-oil-
energy/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Governor’s State of the State Address to focus on economy, taxes
http://www.newson6.com/story/16682129/governors-state-of-the-state-address
 
Enid News & Eagle – Legislators prepare for busy session
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x2009902772/Legislators-prepare-for-busy-session
 
CBS Denver – Hickenlooper pushes Natural Gas Vehicles
http://denver.cbslocal.com/2012/02/04/hickenlooper-pushes-natural-gas-vehicles/
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Tax plans likely to be focus of 2012 Oklahoma Legislative Session
http://www.newson6.com/story/16680364/tax-plans-likely-to-be-focus-of-2012-oklahoma-
legislative-session
 
Associated Press – Plans to slash income tax, overhaul tax code likely to be focus of 2012
Okla. session
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/6aafa26204ba429bb4df24a9b9c08243/OK--
Oklahoma-Legislature-Taxes/
 
The Oklahoman – Taxes will be chief focus for Oklahoma lawmakers this session
http://newsok.com/taxes-will-be-chief-focus-for-oklahoma-lawmakers-this-
session/article/3645888
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin being proactive on two tough issues
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-being-proactive-on-two-tough-
issues/article/3645889
 
Tulsa World – Q&A with Governor Mary Fallin
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN922124
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Legislature: Ex-Sen. Coffee drives Fallin’s agenda
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120205_16_A11_CUTLIN878877
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Legislature: Health insurance exchange awaits GOP
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120205_16_A10_CUTLIN722538
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KOTV Channel 9 – Top Oklahoma officials in line for automatic salary increases
http://www.newson6.com/story/16675236/top-officials-in-line-for-automatic-salary-
increases
 
The Norman Transcript – Gas price dip hurts state’s revenue spike
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x1023474160/Gas-price-dip-hurts-state-s-revenue-spike
 
Tulsa World – Fallin asks tribal leaders to withdraw water rights lawsuit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120203_16_A5_OLHMIY792500
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor asks Chickasaw, Choctaw nations to dismiss water
lawsuit
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-asks-chickasaw-choctaw-nations-to-dismiss-water-
lawsuit/article/3645707
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Legislature: Health insurance exchange awaits GOP
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_CUTLIN722538
 
The Journal Record – Lawmakers face taxing issues for 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmakers-face-taxing-issues-for-2012-capitol/
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Tom Coburn defends relationship with Obama at Edmond town hall
meeting
http://newsok.com/sen.-tom-coburn-defends-relationship-with-obama-at-edmond-town-hall-
meeting/article/3646420
 
The Oklahoman – Real-time reporting law could cut down on prescription abuse, fraud,
Oklahoma officials say
http://newsok.com/real-time-reporting-law-could-cut-down-on-prescription-abuse-fraud-
oklahoma-officials-say/article/3646147
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Christian University selects next president
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-christian-university-selects-next-president/article/3646393
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City Council seeks control over disclosure rules on election
spending
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-council-seeks-control-over-disclosure-rules-on-
election-spending/article/3646542?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Bonuses for Oklahoma teachers with national certifications may not return
http://newsok.com/feed/bonuses-for-oklahoma-teachers-with-national-certification-may-not-
return/article/3646541?custom_click=pod_headline_news

http://www.newson6.com/story/16675236/top-officials-in-line-for-automatic-salary-increases
http://www.newson6.com/story/16675236/top-officials-in-line-for-automatic-salary-increases
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x1023474160/Gas-price-dip-hurts-state-s-revenue-spike
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120203_16_A5_OLHMIY792500
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120203_16_A5_OLHMIY792500
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-asks-chickasaw-choctaw-nations-to-dismiss-water-lawsuit/article/3645707
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-asks-chickasaw-choctaw-nations-to-dismiss-water-lawsuit/article/3645707
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_CUTLIN722538
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_CUTLIN722538
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmakers-face-taxing-issues-for-2012-capitol/
http://newsok.com/sen.-tom-coburn-defends-relationship-with-obama-at-edmond-town-hall-meeting/article/3646420
http://newsok.com/sen.-tom-coburn-defends-relationship-with-obama-at-edmond-town-hall-meeting/article/3646420
http://newsok.com/real-time-reporting-law-could-cut-down-on-prescription-abuse-fraud-oklahoma-officials-say/article/3646147
http://newsok.com/real-time-reporting-law-could-cut-down-on-prescription-abuse-fraud-oklahoma-officials-say/article/3646147
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-christian-university-selects-next-president/article/3646393
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-council-seeks-control-over-disclosure-rules-on-election-spending/article/3646542?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-council-seeks-control-over-disclosure-rules-on-election-spending/article/3646542?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/bonuses-for-oklahoma-teachers-with-national-certification-may-not-return/article/3646541?custom_click=pod_headline_news
http://newsok.com/feed/bonuses-for-oklahoma-teachers-with-national-certification-may-not-return/article/3646541?custom_click=pod_headline_news


 
The Oklahoman – By the numbers: Teacher certification
http://newsok.com/feed/by-the-numbers-teacher-certification/article/3646540?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Retail growth in Edmond, Oklahoma, is not limited to I-35
http://newsok.com/retail-growth-in-edmond-oklahoma-is-not-limited-to-interstate-
35/article/3646086?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Cutting all state funding to OETA would be a disservice
http://newsok.com/cutting-all-state-funding-to-oeta-would-be-a-disservice/article/3645893?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – ScissorTales: ‘Hope and Change’ falls flat here
http://newsok.com/scissortales-hope-and-change-falls-flat-here/article/3645885?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: How much losing can Newt take?
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-how-much-losing-can-newt-take/article/feed/344804
 
The Oklahoman – Legislative term limits a bad idea, research professor says
http://newsok.com/legislative-term-limits-a-bad-idea-research-professor-
says/article/3646307
 
The Oklahoman – Romeny and Gingrich at war: Why oppo matters
http://newsok.com/romney-and-gingrich-at-war-why-oppo-matters/article/feed/344648
 
The Oklahoman – PETA urges vegan Super Bowl for Obama
http://newsok.com/peta-urges-vegan-super-bowl-for-obama/article/feed/344619
 
The Oklahoman – CNN’s John King calls Romney, ‘Governor Mormon’
http://newsok.com/cnns-john-king-calls-romney-governor-mormon/article/feed/344599
 
The Oklahoman – Newt: Romney’s minimum wage index bad for blacks
http://newsok.com/newt-romneys-minimum-wage-index-bad-for-blacks/article/feed/344650
 
The Oklahoman – Did FBI make political donations in Oklahoma?
http://newsok.com/did-fbi-make-political-donations-in-oklahoma/article/3646273
 
The Oklahoman – Keystone pipeline is ready to come through Oklahoman
http://newsok.com/keystone-pipeline-is-ready-to-come-through-oklahoma/article/3646091
 
The Oklahoman – FBI created fake company during investigation of Oklahoma Legislature
http://newsok.com/fbi-created-fake-company-during-investigation-of-oklahoma-
legislature/article/3646274
 
The Oklahoman – Bond refinancing saves money for Oklahoma County taxpayers
http://newsok.com/bond-refinancing-saves-money-for-oklahoma-county-
taxpayers/article/3645950
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The Oklahoman – Obama campaign boasts job growth via social media
http://newsok.com/obama-campaign-boasts-job-growth-via-social-media/article/feed/344222
 
Tulsa World – Obama: US has ‘very good’ intelligence on Iran
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120206_13_0_WASHIN915293
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Legislature: Pair is again filing bills
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120206_16_A1_ULNSbC614745
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines layoffs likely to ripple through area economy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120205_46_E1_CUTLIN105925
 
Tulsa World – Up close: Questions and Answers on American Airlines
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120205_45_E5_CUTLIN469292
 
Tulsa World – Obama: Israel undecided on attack against Iran
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A17_WASHIN854634
 
Tulsa World – Missteps render Missouri primary symbolic
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A8_JEFFER756495
 
Tulsa World – GOP race now turns to Colorado, Minnesota and Maine
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120206_13_A8_CUTLIN167471
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Legislature: Session opens, GOP plans to stay the course
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A1_CUTLIN607005
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Legislature: Battle lines drawn on income tax cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Anydou945792
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Legislature: House speaker seeks corrections overhaul
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Speake753493
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Legislature: Bond deals circulating around Capitol
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_ULNSou279898
 
Tulsa World – State Legislature Fast Facts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_336_A11_hTerml151053
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Tulsa World – Capitol Report: Names to know
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A11_hSenBr90795
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Legislature: Agencies look to regain funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120205_16_A10_Statea764412
 
The Journal Record – Executive Session: Writing her own destiny
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/executive-session-renee-porter-is-writing-her-own-
destiny-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Lawmaker: Keep promise to teachers
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/lawmaker-keep-promise-to-teachers-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – TU starts online master’s program in energy business
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/tu-starts-online-master%e2%80%99s-program-in-
energy-business-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Pundits play up Oklahoma’s role in GOP primaries
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/pundits-play-up-oklahoma%e2%80%99s-role-in-gop-
primaries-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa leaders vow to support American Airlines
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/tulsa-leaders-vow-to-support-american-airlines-
aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – House ready to consider insider trading ban
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/house-ready-to-consider-insider-trading-ban-fiinance/
 
The Journal Record – U.S. service industry growth surges in January
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/u-s-service-industry-growth-surges-in-january-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Oil prices rise after surge in U.S. hiring
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/oil-prices-rise-after-surge-in-u-s-hiring-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Feds seek offshore wind developers in Mass. area
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/feds-seek-offshore-wind-developers-in-mass-area-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Board delays some N.D. leases for oil drilling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/board-delays-some-n-d-leases-for-oil-drilling-energy/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma’s mental health chief to be Department of Human Services’ interim director
http://newsok.com/article/3646229#ixzz1lc8QYhUH
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State to get funds for electrical projects
http://newsok.com/article/3646230

 

Salaries in University of Oklahoma health center program show largest increase
http://newsok.com/article/3646355#ixzz1lcCN5Ugw

 

Cutting Oklahoma’s personal income tax among topics facing returning legislators
http://newsok.com/article/3646362#ixzz1lcCPqbs5

 

Oklahoma governor prepares to reveal income tax cut details
http://newsok.com/article/3646345#ixzz1lcCSp5Gq

 

Oklahoma legislators form prayer caucus

http://newsok.com/article/3646350

 

Former ‘no-filers’ introduce batch of bills to Legislature
http://newsok.com/article/3646561#ixzz1lcFJShA6

 

Steve Chapman: Inoculating against religious freedom

http://newsok.com/article/3646002

 

Victor Davis Hanson: The un-Obama

http://newsok.com/article/3646004

 

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

 

Oklahoma landowners practical about Keystone XL pipeline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A23_Oklaho46885

 

Oklahoma farm truck bill gets congressional committee's OK

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=12&articleid=20120205_12_A26_OKLAHO254906

 

BOK Center general manager named worldwide executive of the year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_350_A24_CUTLIN82673

 

Oklahoma prescriptions now tracked in real time

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_17_A29_OKLAHO264086

 

Political notebook: League of Women Voters to host House race forum

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120205_11_A27_hLeagu614918
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Child abuse, neglect a growing epidemic

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=211&articleid=20120205_211_G1_ULNSes281784

 

Shortey sets sights on 'dismantling' Third Branch

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=214&articleid=20120205_214_G1_TheLeg738230

 

 
 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Business Briefs: Feb. 6, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/03/business-briefs-feb-6-2012-general-news/

Gross production tax collections down 7.4 pct.
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/gross-production-tax-collections-down-7-4-pct-capitol/

 

Fallin to tribes: Dismiss your Sardis lawsuit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/fallin-to-tribes-dismiss-your-sardis-lawsuit-law/

 

OKC Boeing program could be threatened
http://journalrecord.com/2012/02/02/okc-boeing-program-could-be-threatened-aerospace/

 

 

 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives: share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at Fallinforbusiness.com
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Miranda Shaunessy
Subject: FW: 3/21/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:32:00 AM

From yesterday. Pls print.
 
Thanks.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 9:25 AM
Subject: 3/21/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Edmond Sun – Jolley announces state Senate re-election bid
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x715443340/Jolley-announces-state-Senate-re-election-bid
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Calling governor ‘that girl’ offensive, condescending
http://newsok.com/calling-governor-that-girl-offensive-condescending/article/3659338
 
Tulsa World – No welcome mat for Obama
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_12_A11_CUTLIN728613
 
The Oklahoman… Opinion – Constitution protects states and citizens from overreaching
federal government
http://newsok.com/constitution-protects-states-and-citizens-from-overreaching-federal-
government/article/3659340
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House member calls for investigation into nonprofit’s ties to
Education Department
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-member-calls-for-investigation-into-nonprofits-ties-to-
education-department/article/3659453
 
The Oklahoman – Romney routs Santorum in GOP primary in Illinois
http://newsok.com/romney-routs-santorum-in-gop-primary-in-illinois/article/feed/361703
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The Oklahoman – President Barack Obama’s visit to Oklahoma proceeded by flight
restrictions
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obamas-visit-to-oklahoma-preceded-by-flight-
restrictions/article/3659439?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma business briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3659438?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President Obama
http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma only average in national dropout rankings
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-only-average-in-national-dropout-rankings/article/3659331?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
Tulsa World – Expo Square CEO Andrus seeking more than $124,493 in profit at fairgrounds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_16_A1_CUTLIN892508
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma property tax cut proposal for older homeowners OK’d by Senate
panel
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120321_16_A11_CUTLIN90416
 
Tulsa World – Home market on the rise
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=32&articleid=20120321_32_E1_Though604024
 
Tulsa World – Rain eases drought, may last through Thursday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_A1_CUTLIN793233
 
Tulsa World – Soldier’s lawyer known for ‘humanizing’ clients
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_0_SEATTL479406
 
Tulsa World – Romney routs Santorum in GOP primary in Illinois
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120321_13_A8_CUTLIN611428
 
Tulsa World – GOP chips away at Obama health – care law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A9_ULNSeC802172
 
Tulsa World – House Republican budget blueprint offers steep cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A9_CUTLIN564883
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Tulsa World – Outside the beltway
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120321_13_A8_Thisis892699
 
Tulsa World – Obama to visit heavily fortified Korean border
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A8_WASHIN456124
 
Tulsa World – Court wary of Juvenile life terms
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A7_WSIGOh33827
 
Tulsa World – Afghanistan plan is on track, top U.S. commander says
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120321_13_A4_CUTLIN397479
 
The Journal Record – Democrats: Obama visit energizing party
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/democrats-obama-visit-energizing-party-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Energy execs eye Obama’s Cushing visit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/energy-execs-eye-obama%e2%80%99s-cushing-visit-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Weathering the seasons: mild winter doesn’t mean lack of street
problems
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/weathering-the-seasons-mild-winter-
doesn%e2%80%99t-mean-lack-of-street-problems-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Software aims to calculate fleet emissions
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/analytics-tools-aims-to-calculate-pollution-for-fleets-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Report: Just $47B from Buffett rule tax on rich
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/report-just-47b-from-buffett-rule-tax-on-rich-finance/
 
The Journal Record – GOP targets new cost-cut board in Obama health law
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/gop-targets-new-cost-cut-board-in-obama-health-law-
health-care/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma DHS Commission may appoint new interim director 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-may-appoint-new-interim-

director/article/3659402#ixzz1pl7dGG4f

 

Ryan slashes deficits by $3.26 trillion vs Obama 

http://newsok.com/ryan-slashes-deficits-by-3.26-trillion-vs-

obama/article/feed/361781#ixzz1pl7pFFo3
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No official state welcome planned for President Obama's visit to Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/no-official-state-welcome-planned-for-president-obamas-visit-to-

oklahoma/article/3659433#ixzz1pl6l0eAu

 

International Air Transport Association warns of rising oil prices, earnings 

http://newsok.com/international-air-transport-association-warns-of-rising-oil-prices-

earnings/article/3659430#ixzz1pl8FeHNk

 

Residents in southeast Oklahoma City cooperate to overcome loss of bridge washed out

by floodwaters Monday 

http://newsok.com/residents-in-southeast-oklahoma-city-cooperate-to-overcome-loss-of-

bridge-washed-out-by-floodwaters-monday/article/3659431#ixzz1pl5Y9iVl

 

Why the doubling of Obamacare's cost matters

http://newsok.com/why-the-doubling-of-obamacares-cost-matters/article/feed/362252

Oil rises to near $107 after US crude supply drop 

http://newsok.com/oil-rises-to-near-107-after-us-crude-supply-

drop/article/feed/361382#ixzz1pl8TQzHd

 

GOP Medicare plan borrows from and repeals Obama's 

http://newsok.com/gop-medicare-plan-borrows-from-and-repeals-

obamas/article/feed/362173#ixzz1pl8mYZ8R

 

FACT CHECK: More US drilling didn't drop gas price 

http://newsok.com/fact-check-more-us-drilling-didnt-drop-gas-

price/article/feed/362172#ixzz1pl8tp56h

 

New rules approved by Oklahoma Corporation Commission will require disclosure of

hydraulic fracturing chemicals in state 

http://newsok.com/new-rules-approved-by-oklahoma-corporation-commission-will-require-

disclosure-of-hydraulic-fracturing-chemicals-in-state/article/3659437#ixzz1pl975Hl5

 

Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President Obama 

http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-

obama/article/3659332#ixzz1pl9udVxU

Plan for building new Oklahoma ME office is worth considering 

http://newsok.com/plan-for-building-new-oklahoma-me-office-is-worth-

considering/article/3659330#ixzz1plAGnoMY

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Contractors help rebuild SE Oklahoma City bridge

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO300100
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Girl Scouts to visit Oklahoma Capitol for centennial

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO286569

 

Tulsa-area educators' concerns over new public-school grading system aired to a

recording device

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120321_19_A1_Severa872451

 

Oklahoma activists to demonstrate during Obama visit

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120321_11_0_OKLAHO142123

 

Editorial: Tuberculosis still a threat in Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120321_61_A16_MostOk405981

 

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Bill would require generators at assisted-living centers
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/20/bill-would-require-generators-at-assisted-living-

centers-capitol/

 

 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Miranda Shaunessy
Subject: FW: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:38:00 AM

For today!
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:38 AM
Subject: 3/22/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOTV Channel 6 – No Okla. state officials planning to greet Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17210980/no-okla-state-officials-planning-to-greet-obama
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Fallin not in Oklahoma to welcome President Obama
http://www.newson6.com/story/17215694/fallin-not-in-oklahoma-to-welcome-president-
obama
 
Associated Press – Oklahoma House ponders Fallin income tax plan
http://www.connectamarillo.com/news/story.aspx?id=730283
 
Stillwater News Press – Fallin: Obama energy policy is obstructionist
http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x223906185/Fallin-Obama-energy-policy-is-
obstructionist
 
Tulsa World – Preston Doerflinger, state finance secretary, to lead DHS on interim basis
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_11_A13_CUTLIN122362
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Energy debate heats up ahead of Obama visit
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x467323226/Energy-debate-heats-up-ahead-of-Obama-
visit
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Governor Fallin pleased with President’s visit, not with his energy policy
http://www.newson6.com/story/17211026/governor-fallin-happy-about-presidential-visit-
not-about-his-energy-policy
 
State Impact – What you need to know about Obama’s speech in Cushing, Oklahoma
http://stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma/2012/03/21/what-you-need-to-know-about-obamas-
speech-in-cushing-oklahoma/
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KOCO Channel 5 – Preparations made ahead of Obama’s arrival in Oklahoma
http://www.koco.com/news/30730335/detail.html
 
Tulsa World – DHS choosing new interim director
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120321_298_0_Thecom872437
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Website helps Oklahoma’s veterans, reservists and their families
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x394115179/Website-helps-Oklahoma-s-veterans-
reservists-and-their-families
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s Senate president pro tem is acting governor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120322_16_A4_CUTLIN261790
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – President Obama arrives in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/president-obama-arrives-in-oklahoma/article/3659707
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma DHS Commission names new interim director
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-commission-names-new-interim-director/article/3659650
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe sponsors resolution condemning Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-sponsors-resolution-condemning-joseph-
kony/article/3659680
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677
 
The Oklahoman – Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas
http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-gas/article/feed/362678
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City protesters gather to oppose Keystone XL pipeline, military
strike against Iran
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-city-protesters-gather-to-oppose-keystone-xl-pipeline-
military-strike-against-iran/article/3659731?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/feed/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-
oklahoma/article/3659677?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Questions and answers with Cathy O’Connor, pres of the Alliance for
Econ. Dev. Of OKC
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-cathy-oconnor-president-of-the-alliance-for-
economic-development-of-oklahoma-city/article/3659704?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
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The Oklahoman…Editorial  – Mr. President, welcome to the town that fossil fuel built
http://newsok.com/mr.-president-welcome-to-the-town-that-fossil-fuel-built/article/3659626?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Still waiting for some civility from the left
http://newsok.com/still-waiting-for-some-civility-from-the-left/article/3659624?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Perhaps visit to Oklahoma will be instructive for President
Obama
http://newsok.com/perhaps-visit-to-oklahoma-will-be-instructive-for-president-
obama/article/3659332?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – President Barack Obama to propose speeding Cushing – to – Texas
pipeline permits
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obama-to-propose-speeding-cushing-to-texas-pipeline-
permits/article/3659672
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Gingrich campaigns with Etch-A-Sketch
http://newsok.com/video-gingrich-campaigns-with-etch-a-sketch/article/feed/362405
 
The Oklahoman – Obama fan: My dad admits that Obamacare helped me
http://newsok.com/obama-fan-my-dad-admits-that-obamacare-helped-
me/article/feed/362400
 
Tulsa World – Obama brings energy tour to Oklahoma, especially Cushing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_ULNSrs917783
 
Tulsa World – Politicians and Obama fans scramble for tickets to Cushing visit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A1_PeietB602368
 
Tulsa World – Questions about education ‘slush funds’ lingering
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_OKLAHO585421
 
Tulsa World – Construction boom: Sapulpa steel firm at forefront of Oklahoma projects
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120322_461_E1_CUTLIN532652
 
Tulsa World – CNB awarded $84 million contract for military support services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120322_48_E1_ULNSbc803729
 
Tulsa World – Production and profits up at Laredo Petroleum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E1_CUTLIN512251
 
Tulsa World – Criminal charges filed in Brazilian oil spill
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120322_49_E3_CUTLIN662282
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court to weigh federal power over states in Medicaid case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_CUTLIN397574
 
Tulsa World – Pentagon disputes Afghan claim of bombing days before massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WASHIN816958
 
Tulsa World – Army reviewing mental – health system, PTSD diagnoses in wake of civilian
massacre
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A10_WSIGOT253521
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court weighs in on plea deals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A9_WASHIN413119
 
Tulsa World – Romney gets establishment boost
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120322_13_A8_WASHIN191304
 
Tulsa World – GRDA approves Terry Simonson for part of audit job
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_16_A13_CUTLIN357937
 
The Journal Record – Sierra Club chapter cautions lawmakers on eliminating income tax
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/sierra-club-chapter-cautions-lawmakers-on-eliminating-
income-tax-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Beekeepers ask EPA to ban pesticide, protect bees
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/beekeepers-ask-epa-to-ban-pesticide-protect-bees-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Gary Pruitt of McClatchy new AP president, CEO
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/gary-pruitt-of-mcclatchy-new-ap-president-ceo-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Fact check: More U.S. drilling didn’t drop gas price
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/fact-check-more-u-s-drilling-didn%e2%80%99t-drop-
gas-price-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oil prices rise on unexpected supply drop
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/oil-prices-rise-on-unexpected-supply-drop-energy/
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education funding tied to audit faces new questions in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/education-funding-tied-to-audit-faces-new-questions-in-

oklahoma/article/3659677#ixzz1pr2eHjy5

Oklahoma Public Health Association conference in Norman will focus on substance abuse 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-public-health-association-conference-in-norman-will-focus-

on-substance-abuse/article/3659636#ixzz1pr2wQbaf

 
Chesapeake Energy gives money to the Oklahoma City Museum of Art's museum school

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-energy-gives-money-to-the-oklahoma-city-museum-of-

arts-museum-school/article/3659643#ixzz1pr0ENlqz

 

FDA panel: Dissolvable tobacco could reduce risks

http://newsok.com/fda-panel-dissolvable-tobacco-could-reduce-risks/article/feed/362695?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Experts: Neighborhood watches shouldn't be armed

http://newsok.com/experts-neighborhood-watches-shouldnt-be-armed/article/feed/362641?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

 

Gay marriage advocates declare victory in NH

http://newsok.com/gay-marriage-advocates-declare-victory-in-nh/article/feed/362642?

custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news

Home beer brewers seek changes to alcohol laws 
http://newsok.com/home-beer-brewers-seek-changes-to-alcohol-

laws/article/feed/362646#ixzz1pr1UOAqq

Morning Examiner: Who’s ignorant about energy?

http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-whos-ignorant-about-energy/article/feed/362696

Original Core to Shore assumptions face scrutiny in new report 

http://newsok.com/original-core-to-shore-assumptions-face-scrutiny-in-new-

report/article/3659676#ixzz1pr38UiAp

National grocers stop buying "pink slime" meat

http://newsok.com/national-grocers-stop-buying-pink-slime-meat/article/feed/362550

Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas 

http://newsok.com/unhappy-public-not-sure-who-to-blame-for-high-

gas/article/feed/362714#ixzz1pr3ljMtL

US unemployment aid applications hit 4-year low

http://newsok.com/us-unemployment-aid-applications-hit-4-year-low/article/feed/362699

Tulsa World 
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www.tulsaworld.com

Humane Society of Tulsa and city not on board with pet adoption program

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=483&articleid=20120322_11_A1_CUTLIN508631

 

Dole, Baker lauded for art of compromise

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120322_13_A8_CUTLIN777585

 

Floodwaters going down but umbrellas staying up as rain stays in Oklahoma forecast

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_12_A13_CUTLIN215984

 

Broken Arrow casino case defendants object to 'friend of court' filing from residents'' group

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=685&articleid=20120322_14_A11_Dfneat377599

 

170 more soldiers from Oklahoma National Guard's 45th back home on Thursday

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=511&articleid=20120322_11_A10_CUTLIN212729

 

Editorial: Local school leaders again ignored by state officials

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_Tlaaed922607

 

Editorial: Bond funds needed for new Medical Examiner lab

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120322_61_A18_IfOkla463984

 

 

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Right Thinking: A tough lesson to digest
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/21/right-thinking-a-tough-lesson-to-digest-opinion/

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Wheat farmers welcome rain
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x97479824/Wheat-farmers-welcome-rain

 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
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From: Brett Thomas
To: "brettthomas17
Subject: Fw: 3/23/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Friday, March 23, 2012 9:11:19 AM

 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2012 08:04 AM
Subject: 3/23/12 Daily News Clips 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Gov. Fallin on Obama Oklahoma visit: “He has lost his way on energy
policy”
http://www.ktul.com/story/17210891/gov-fallin-releases-statement-on-obamas-visit-to-
cushing?clienttype=printable
 
Tulsa World – Obama fans rally around president during Oklahoma appearance
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_11_0_RIPLEY158461
 
KOCO Channel 5 – Gov. Fallin issues statement regarding Obama’s remarks
http://www.koco.com/news/30740591/detail.html
 
The Ardmoreite – Turnpike Authority approves projects
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x1160501452/Turnpike-Authority-approves-projects
 
Tulsa World… Opinion – Editorial: State elected officials skip president’s visit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_Whenth17657
 
The Oklahoman – Don’t base decisions on ‘voodoo economics’
http://newsok.com/dont-base-decisions-on-voodoo-economics/article/3659890
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Oklahoma agency heads play musical chairs at DHS
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agency-heads-play-musical-chairs-at-dhs/article/3659897?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
Tulsa World… Editorial – State elected officials skip president’s visit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_Whenth17657
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
MSNBC News – Drillers, environmentalists not buying Obama’s energy pitch
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/03/22/10811855-drillers-environmentalists-not-
buying-obamas-energy-pitch
 
The Oklahoman – GOP’s claim about Obama puzzle environmentalists
http://newsok.com/gops-claims-about-obama-puzzle-environmentalists/article/feed/363081
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The Oklahoman – MAPS 3 projects move forward in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/maps-3-projects-move-forward-in-oklahoma-city/article/3659998
 
The Oklahoman – Wind energy development faces sharp drop without federal tax credit
http://newsok.com/wind-energy-development-faces-sharp-drop-without-federal-tax-
credit/article/3659961
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma state briefs
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-state-briefs/article/3659965?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma water resources board nets $250,000 to help study Upper
Washita River Basin
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-water-resources-board-nets-250000-to-help-study-upper-
washita-river-basin/article/3659964?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Oil prices slide
http://newsok.com/oil-prices-slide/article/3659960?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Wind energy development faces sharp drop without federal tax credit
http://newsok.com/wind-energy-development-faces-sharp-drop-without-federal-tax-
credit/article/3659961?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. unemployment aid applications hit 4-year low
http://newsok.com/u.-s.-unemployment-aid-applications-hit-4-year-low/article/3659969?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Oklahoma schools need to get comfortable with the idea of
selling themselves to parents
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-need-to-get-comfortable-with-the-idea-of-selling-
themselves-to-parents/article/3659898?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-
editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Rains of revival mark drought’s demise in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/rains-of-revival-mark-droughts-demise-in-oklahoma/article/3659896?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Obamacare on trial: A special report
http://newsok.com/obamacare-on-trial-a-special-report/article/feed/363038
 
The Oklahoman – Ron Paul: Why are we talking about etch-a-sketch?
http://newsok.com/ron-paul-why-are-we-talking-about-etch-a-sketch/article/feed/363117
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obama isnt a failure, per se
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obama-isnt-a-failure-per-se/article/feed/363123
 
The Oklahoman – Interest groups protest Obama’s support for Oklahoma-Texas pipeline
http://newsok.com/interest-groups-protest-obamas-support-for-oklahoma-texas-
pipeline/article/3659953
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The Oklahoman – Obama touts energy strategy, support for southern portion of Keystone XL
pipeline
http://newsok.com/obama-touts-energy-strategy-support-for-southern-portion-of-keystone-
xl-pipeline/article/3659824
 
The Oklahoman – Transcript of President Obama’s remarks in Cushing, Okla., March 22,
2012
http://newsok.com/transcript-of-president-obamas-remarks-in-cushing-okla.-march-22-
2012/article/3659828
 
Tulsa World – Army sergeant to be charged in Afghan killings
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_0_WASHIN429476
 
Tulsa World – Obama in Oklahoma: President defends oil policy during Cushing stop
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_16_A1_CUTLIN433240
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa task force finishes reviewing city fees – all 1,455 of them
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=667&articleid=20120323_11_A1_CUTLIN726017
 
Tulsa World – ‘Tax hogs’ lying about property tax freeze, lawmaker says
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120323_16_A11_CUTLIN397581
 
Tulsa World – AA looks to reject collective bargain agreements
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120323_45_E1_Americ13651
 
Tulsa World – Obama encounters a hard sell with energy industry officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120323_49_E1_CUTLIN347776
 
Tulsa World… Editorial: Obama visits oil patch to support pipeline
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_PeietO393323
 
Tulsa World – Snapped power poles nothing to worry about
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_16_A13_CUTLIN390398
 
Tulsa World – Senate passes small business investment bill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A8_WASHIN595811
 
Tulsa World – U.S. intelligence: Looming water woes will add to global instability
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A6_CUTLIN882241
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Tulsa World – House Republicans target Medicare board proposal
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A5_CUTLIN771149
 
Tulsa World – Santorum’s best shot: Winning Iowa caucus – again
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120323_13_A7_CUTLIN770768
 
The Journal Record – Obama touts energy policy near oil hub
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/president-visits-oil-storage-hub-to-promote-energy-
policy-energy/
 
The Journal Record – AOK railroad comeback on track
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/new-rail-bridge-looking-a-ok-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Water reuse bill clears state House
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/water-reuse-bill-clears-state-house-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma City company DeatschWerks cracks inner city 100
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/oklahoma-city-company-deatschwerks-cracks-inner-
city-100-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Senator: Employers shouldn’t seek site passwords
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/senator-employers-shouldn%e2%80%99t-seek-site-
passwords-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – T-Mobile cutting 1,900 jobs nationwide
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/t-mobile-cutting-1900-jobs-nationwide-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oil prices slide near $105 per barrel
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/oil-prices-slide-near-105-per-barrel-energy/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Jean Roupe
Subject: FW: 3/23/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Friday, March 23, 2012 2:18:00 PM

 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2012 8:04 AM
Subject: 3/23/12 Daily News Clips
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Gov. Fallin on Obama Oklahoma visit: “He has lost his way on energy
policy”
http://www.ktul.com/story/17210891/gov-fallin-releases-statement-on-obamas-visit-to-
cushing?clienttype=printable
 
Tulsa World – Obama fans rally around president during Oklahoma appearance
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120322_11_0_RIPLEY158461
 
KOCO Channel 5 – Gov. Fallin issues statement regarding Obama’s remarks
http://www.koco.com/news/30740591/detail.html
 
The Ardmoreite – Turnpike Authority approves projects
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x1160501452/Turnpike-Authority-approves-projects
 
Tulsa World… Opinion – Editorial: State elected officials skip president’s visit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_Whenth17657
 
The Oklahoman – Don’t base decisions on ‘voodoo economics’
http://newsok.com/dont-base-decisions-on-voodoo-economics/article/3659890
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Oklahoma agency heads play musical chairs at DHS
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agency-heads-play-musical-chairs-at-dhs/article/3659897?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
Tulsa World… Editorial – State elected officials skip president’s visit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_Whenth17657
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Other Oklahoma news
 
MSNBC News – Drillers, environmentalists not buying Obama’s energy pitch
http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/03/22/10811855-drillers-environmentalists-not-
buying-obamas-energy-pitch
 
The Oklahoman – GOP’s claim about Obama puzzle environmentalists
http://newsok.com/gops-claims-about-obama-puzzle-environmentalists/article/feed/363081
 
The Oklahoman – MAPS 3 projects move forward in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/maps-3-projects-move-forward-in-oklahoma-city/article/3659998
 
The Oklahoman – Wind energy development faces sharp drop without federal tax credit
http://newsok.com/wind-energy-development-faces-sharp-drop-without-federal-tax-
credit/article/3659961
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma state briefs
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-state-briefs/article/3659965?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma water resources board nets $250,000 to help study Upper
Washita River Basin
http://newsok.com/feed/oklahoma-water-resources-board-nets-250000-to-help-study-upper-
washita-river-basin/article/3659964?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Oil prices slide
http://newsok.com/oil-prices-slide/article/3659960?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Wind energy development faces sharp drop without federal tax credit
http://newsok.com/wind-energy-development-faces-sharp-drop-without-federal-tax-
credit/article/3659961?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. unemployment aid applications hit 4-year low
http://newsok.com/u.-s.-unemployment-aid-applications-hit-4-year-low/article/3659969?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Oklahoma schools need to get comfortable with the idea of
selling themselves to parents
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-schools-need-to-get-comfortable-with-the-idea-of-selling-
themselves-to-parents/article/3659898?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-
editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Rains of revival mark drought’s demise in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/rains-of-revival-mark-droughts-demise-in-oklahoma/article/3659896?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Obamacare on trial: A special report
http://newsok.com/obamacare-on-trial-a-special-report/article/feed/363038
 
The Oklahoman – Ron Paul: Why are we talking about etch-a-sketch?
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http://newsok.com/ron-paul-why-are-we-talking-about-etch-a-sketch/article/feed/363117
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obama isnt a failure, per se
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obama-isnt-a-failure-per-se/article/feed/363123
 
The Oklahoman – Interest groups protest Obama’s support for Oklahoma-Texas pipeline
http://newsok.com/interest-groups-protest-obamas-support-for-oklahoma-texas-
pipeline/article/3659953
 
The Oklahoman – Obama touts energy strategy, support for southern portion of Keystone XL
pipeline
http://newsok.com/obama-touts-energy-strategy-support-for-southern-portion-of-keystone-
xl-pipeline/article/3659824
 
The Oklahoman – Transcript of President Obama’s remarks in Cushing, Okla., March 22,
2012
http://newsok.com/transcript-of-president-obamas-remarks-in-cushing-okla.-march-22-
2012/article/3659828
 
Tulsa World – Army sergeant to be charged in Afghan killings
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_0_WASHIN429476
 
Tulsa World – Obama in Oklahoma: President defends oil policy during Cushing stop
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_16_A1_CUTLIN433240
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa task force finishes reviewing city fees – all 1,455 of them
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=667&articleid=20120323_11_A1_CUTLIN726017
 
Tulsa World – ‘Tax hogs’ lying about property tax freeze, lawmaker says
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120323_16_A11_CUTLIN397581
 
Tulsa World – AA looks to reject collective bargain agreements
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120323_45_E1_Americ13651
 
Tulsa World – Obama encounters a hard sell with energy industry officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120323_49_E1_CUTLIN347776
 
Tulsa World… Editorial: Obama visits oil patch to support pipeline
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120323_61_A14_PeietO393323
 
Tulsa World – Snapped power poles nothing to worry about
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120323_16_A13_CUTLIN390398
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Tulsa World – Senate passes small business investment bill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A8_WASHIN595811
 
Tulsa World – U.S. intelligence: Looming water woes will add to global instability
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A6_CUTLIN882241
 
Tulsa World – House Republicans target Medicare board proposal
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120323_13_A5_CUTLIN771149
 
Tulsa World – Santorum’s best shot: Winning Iowa caucus – again
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120323_13_A7_CUTLIN770768
 
The Journal Record – Obama touts energy policy near oil hub
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/president-visits-oil-storage-hub-to-promote-energy-
policy-energy/
 
The Journal Record – AOK railroad comeback on track
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/new-rail-bridge-looking-a-ok-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Water reuse bill clears state House
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/water-reuse-bill-clears-state-house-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma City company DeatschWerks cracks inner city 100
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/oklahoma-city-company-deatschwerks-cracks-inner-
city-100-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Senator: Employers shouldn’t seek site passwords
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/senator-employers-shouldn%e2%80%99t-seek-site-
passwords-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – T-Mobile cutting 1,900 jobs nationwide
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/t-mobile-cutting-1900-jobs-nationwide-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oil prices slide near $105 per barrel
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/oil-prices-slide-near-105-per-barrel-energy/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Katie Shelton
Subject: FW: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Monday, March 26, 2012 10:20:00 AM

Welcome back!
 
As a gift upon your return to the governor’s office, I give you a ton of press clips to print out!
 
You’re welcome…
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 10:17 AM
Subject: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Norman Transcript – OCAST provides funding for scientists, researchers, manufacturers
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1361426808/OCAST-provides-funding-for-scientists-
researchers-manufacturers
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Officials: Fallin didn’t mean to snub Pres. Obama
http://www.ktul.com/story/17240386/officials-fallin-didnt-mean-to-snub-president-obama?
clienttype=printable
 
Tulsa World – Capitol Report, Wayne Greene: Obama visit spices up slow week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120325_16_A26_CUTLIN353498
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Fort Gibson choir performs at Capitol
http://muskogeephoenix.com/features/x1450995283/Fort-Gibson-choir-performs-at-Capitol
 
Tulsa World – Bond issue considered to fix Okla. State Capitol
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120324_298_0_OKLAHO314577
 
The Oklahoman – Law enforcement mixed on proposed open carry legislation
http://newsok.com/law-enforcement-mixed-on-proposed-open-carry-
legislation/article/3660549?custom_click=pod_lead_politics
 
The Norman Transcript… Opinion – A missed opportunity
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x1361426541/A-missed-opportunity
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Enid News & Eagle – Commissioner speaks in Enid
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1437237816/Commissioner-speaks-in-Enid
 
The Oklahoman – Three-year bond issue could be option for Oklahoma state Capitol
renovations
http://newsok.com/three-year-bond-issue-could-be-option-for-oklahoma-state-capitol-
renovations/article/3660348
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Cameron completes journey to earth’s deepest point
http://newsok.com/cameron-completes-journey-to-earths-deepest-point/article/feed/363795
 
The Oklahoman – Claims Keystone XL pipeline will destroy Oklahoma historical sites is
disputed
http://newsok.com/claims-keystone-xl-pipeline-will-destroy-oklahoma-historical-sites-is-
disputed/article/3660906
 
The Oklahoman – Half of deployed Oklahoma National Guard soldiers are now home
http://newsok.com/half-of-deployed-oklahoma-national-guard-soldiers-are-now-
home/article/3660803
 
The Oklahoman – Cushing gushing from oil storage business
http://newsok.com/cushing-gushing-from-oil-storage-business/article/3660500?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Cushing, OK stores more than $4.1 billion in oil
http://newsok.com/cushing-ok-stores-more-than-4.1-billion-in-oil/article/3660501?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Nation business news briefs
http://newsok.com/nation-business-news-briefs/article/3660427?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Legislative battles best fought without one side having publicly
financed edge
http://newsok.com/legislative-battles-best-fought-without-one-side-having-publicly-
financed-edge/article/3660144?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Some playing politics with GOP leaders’ handling of Obama’s
visit to Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/some-playing-politics-with-gop-leaders-handling-of-obamas-visit-to-
oklahoma-city/article/3660143?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Little new ground broken during Obama’s visit to Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/little-new-ground-broken-during-obamas-visit-to-
oklahoma/article/3660134?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – ScissorTales: Oklahoma state auditor’s wish will have to wait

http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1437237816/Commissioner-speaks-in-Enid
http://newsok.com/three-year-bond-issue-could-be-option-for-oklahoma-state-capitol-renovations/article/3660348
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for another time
http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-state-auditors-wish-will-have-to-wait-for-another-
time/article/3660133?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obamacare on trial
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-on-trial/article/feed/363970
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Santorum blasts New York Times reporter
http://newsok.com/video-santorum-blasts-new-york-times-reporter/article/feed/363960
 
The Oklahoman – Louisiana not a game-changer
http://newsok.com/lousiana-not-a-game-changer/article/feed/363833
 
The Oklahoman – Paul Ryan open to being Romeny’s VP
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-open-to-being-romneys-vp/article/feed/363866
 
The Oklahoman – Obamacare doesn’t ‘force’ people to buy anything
http://newsok.com/obamacare-doesnt-force-people-to-buy-anything/article/feed/363868
 
The Oklahoman – Washington Notes
http://newsok.com/washington-notes/article/3660641
 
 
Tulsa World – Soldiers of Oklahoma’s 45th infantry get standing ovation on return home
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120326_11_A1_ULNSpT456074
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s AG Pruitt contends federal government power at stake as health
care hearings begin
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120326_16_A1_Oklaho625471
 
Tulsa World – Referrals of suspected welfare fraud in Oklahoma rising
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120326_16_A1_Thenum288250
 
Tulsa World – State teacher evaluation plan gets B- in 2011, up from D- in 2009
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120326_19_A1_Olhmsa774785
 
Tulsa World – High court takes up fight over Obama health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120326_13_0_WASHIN650437
 
Tulsa World… Opinion – Sour apples
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120326_61_A7_Thewar711872
 
Tulsa World – Small signs show improving economy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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subjectid=46&articleid=20120325_46_E3_CUTLIN522126
 
Tulsa World – Obama: North Korean rocket test would isolate regime
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120325_13_0_SEOULS890519
 
Tulsa World – Potential mayoral candidates emerge to take on Bartlett
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20120325_11_A1_CUTLIN225065
 
Tulsa World – State could get unexpected $46 million from tobacco tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120325_16_A1_Anunex932931
 
Tulsa World - Attorney general revises ‘personhood’ petition wording
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A26_OKLAHO116835
 
Tulsa World – Capitol Report Notebook: New law signed on short week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A27_bNewla632767
 
The Journal Record – State officials working to raise fire district classifications
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/state-officials-working-to-raise-classifications-finance/
 
The Journal Record – AMR threatens to ask court’s permission to end union contracts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/amr-threatens-to-ask-court%e2%80%99s-permission-
to-end-union-contracts-aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – W&W starts portal for home sales
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/ww-starts-portal-for-home-sales-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Western Okla. wind energy project dedicated
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/utility-dedicates-new-wind-power-project-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Water reuse bill clears state House
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/water-reuse-bill-clears-state-house-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Psychologists push for electronic records legislation
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/psychologists-push-for-electronic-records-legislation-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – GOP’s claims about Obama puzzle environmentalists
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/gop%e2%80%99s-claims-about-obama-puzzle-
environmentalists-energy/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Former Oklahoma Commerce Department business recruiter reprimanded
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http://newsok.com/article/3660440

 

How health care law affects lives of 7 Americans
http://newsok.com/how-health-care-law-affects-lives-of-7-

americans/article/feed/363353#ixzz1qETK9PAn

 

Oklahoma City jobless rate ticks up; still among lowest in large U.S. cities
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-jobless-rate-ticks-up-still-among-lowest-in-large-u.s.-

cities/article/3660380#ixzz1qETQLTT9

 

Confidence heats up Oklahoma City retail
http://newsok.com/article/3660399

 

Health care act could bring Oklahoma money

http://newsok.com/article/3660587

 

Oklahoma AG: President’s words on energy ring hollow
http://newsok.com/article/3660255#ixzz1qETt0w21

 

Obama tells AAA auto club he understands frustration over gasoline prices
http://newsok.com/article/3660395#ixzz1qETa9Liv

 

Doctors play role in Oklahoma’s pain pill epidemic, authorities say
http://newsok.com/article/3660588#ixzz1qETci7ai

 

DHS catches more attempts to defraud welfare programs

http://newsok.com/article/3660841#ixzz1qEVjp943

 

 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Capitol Report Q&A: Rep. Ann Coody

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A26_bParty425123

 

Political Notebook: Tulsa business, civicleaders head to D.C.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A23_hTulsa991346

 

Progress Report: House Joint Resolution 1096

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A27_hHouse717585

 

Cheney recovering from heart transplant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120325_13_A6_CUTLIN996567

 

Keystone Pipeline avoids sensitive sites in Oklahoma
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120326_12_A13_OKLAHO873836

 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Bond issue considered to fix capitol building
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1361426804/Bond-issue-considered-to-fix-capitol-

building
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Katie Shelton
Subject: FW: 3/9/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 10:38:00 AM

 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 9:32 AM
Subject: 3/9/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Okla. legislative leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange, hope health
care law is rejected
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/fa44b3dafce34624a7cb468436c4caf9/OK-XGR--
Insurance-Exchange-Shelved/
 
KWTV Channel 9 Expansion projects approved for Creek, Kilpatrick Turnpikes
http://www.news9.com/story/17115695/expansion-projects-approved-for-creek-kilpatrick-
turnpikes
 
Associated Press – Plan to slash Oklahoma’s income tax laid over in Senate after concerns
raised about analysis
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/ae797b7ecce0433da96d837a5a83127e/OK-XGR--
Income-Tax-Plan/
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange
http://www.newson6.com/story/17117040/oklahoma-leaders-shelve-plan-for-insurance-
exchange
 
The Journal Record – Fourth Reading: Taxpayers need to hear the truth
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/fourth-reading-taxpayers-need-to-hear-the-truth-
opinion/
 
The Oklahoman – Tax – cut debate alive in Oklahoma’s neighboring states
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-states/article/3655774
 
The Oklahoman – Tax-cut debate alive in Oklahoma’s neighboring states
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-states/article/3655774
 
The Oklahoman – Group questions Oklahoma’s state spending practices
http://newsok.com/group-questions-oklahomas-state-spending-practices/article/3655957
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KTUL Channel 8 – Creek Turnpike to be widened
http://www.ktul.com/story/17116535/creek-turnpike-to-be-widened
 
The Oklahoman – Education Department slush fund money eventually went back to state of
Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/education-department-slush-fund-money-eventually-went-back-to-state-
of-oklahoma/article/3655868
 
Enid News and Eagle – Woodring runway extension gets $2.5 million boost
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1284932042/Woodring-runway-extension-gets-2-5-million-
boost
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County’s newest district judge sworn in
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A11_CUTLIN429280
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance
exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
 
Tulsa World – Timothy Shaun Stemple’s family asks governor to stop execution
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_11_A13_ULNSaa255350
 
Tulsa World – 400 Guard members to return next week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=12&articleid=20120308_12_0_hrimgs556679
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House approves measure to add two more agencies to state
finance office
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-approves-measure-to-add-two-more-agencies-to-state-
finance-office/article/3655909
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House passes bill to keep charitable payroll deduction for state
employees
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-passes-bill-to-keep-charitable-payroll-deduction-for-
state-employees/article/3655867
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City seeks federal money for E.K. Gaylord Boulevard
improvements
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-federal-money-for-e.k.-gaylord-boulevard-
improvements/article/3655823
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma State University teams ready unmanned planes for competition
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-university-teams-ready-unmanned-planes-for-
competition/article/3655846
 
The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe featured in viral video about indicted African guerrilla
leader Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-featured-in-viral-video-about-indicted-african-guerrilla-
leader-joseph-kony/article/3655832
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. Senate rejects congressional approval for Keystone pipeline
http://newsok.com/u.s.-senate-rejects-congressional-approval-for-keystone-
pipeline/article/3655850?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Audit ordeal another blow to public education in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/audit-ordeal-another-blow-to-public-education-in-
oklahoma/article/3655775?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma business briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3655834
 
The Oklahoman – Southwest Airlines requests spot at D.C.’s Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport for nonstop to Will Rogers World Airport in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-washington-
national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-city/article/3655851
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obamacare doomed House Dems
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-doomed-house-dems/article/feed/357569
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Capitol updates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3655856
 
The Oklahoman – Romney showing in Virginia encourages Obama
http://newsok.com/romney-showing-in-virginia-encourages-obama/article/feed/357350
 
Tulsa World – AMR asks for extension to file reorganization plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Americ766125
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa airport projects totally more than $20 million closed out by board; costs
covers three construction jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Threec697688
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa mayor seeks new opportunities for River Parks district
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120309_11_A1_CUTLIN904486
 
Tulsa World – Romney heads South into evangelical states
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_688_0_hrimgs238546
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Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance
exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
 
Tulsa World – House passes bipartisan bill to help startups
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120309_13_A5_WASHIN458629
 
Tulsa World – Outside the Beltway
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_13_A10_CUTLIN76205
 
Tulsa World – Adelson slows anti-income tax bill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120309_16_A8_CUTLIN331155
 
The Journal Record – Tax credits the talk of Capitol
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tax-credits-the-talk-of-capitol-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa to change water treatment chemical
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tulsa-to-change-water-treatment-chemical-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission team to lead disaster preparedness training
exercise
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/corporation-commission-team-to-lead-preparedness-
training-exercise-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Okla. leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/okla-leaders-shelve-plan-for-insurance-exchange-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma medic group turns to public for support
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/oklahoma-medic-group-turns-to-public-for-support-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Natural gas prices drop sharply on bulging supply
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/natural-gas-prices-drop-sharply-on-bulging-supply-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Exxon pegs spending at $185B over next 5 years
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/exxon-pegs-spending-at-185b-over-next-5-years-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – EPA, Wyo., tribes agree to more groundwater tests
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/epa-wyo-tribes-agree-to-more-groundwater-tests-
energy/
 
The Oklahoman
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www.newsok.com

 

Oklahoma City schools receive televisions, community support from Devon Energy 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-schools-receive-televisions-community-support-from-

devon-energy/article/3655824#ixzz1ocva0equ

 

Stock futures edge higher on February job gains 

http://newsok.com/stock-futures-edge-higher-on-february-job-

gains/article/feed/357584#ixzz1od5WbsqB

 

Economy adds 227K jobs, jobless rate unchanged

http://newsok.com/economy-adds-227k-jobs-jobless-rate-unchanged/article/feed/357583

 

More mental health beds needed in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/more-mental-health-beds-needed-in-oklahoma/article/3655773
 

 
 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Tulsa sees sales-tax revenue increase for seventh-straight month

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=334&articleid=20120309_11_A13_Tulsas475540

 

Tulsa City Council notebook: Changes to council districts

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=667&articleid=20120309_11_A5_bChang866058

 

House passes bipartisan bill to help startups

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120309_13_A5_WASHIN458629

 
 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Troops to come home
http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x598830882/400-Oklahoma-National-Guard-troops-

to-arrive-home

 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
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Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 

mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Jessica Rogers
Subject: FW: 3/9/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 8:57:00 AM

Can you please print this? Thanks!!
 
Tulsa World – Timothy Shaun Stemple’s family asks governor to stop execution
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_11_A13_ULNSaa255350
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 7:46 AM
Subject: 3/9/12 Daily News Clips
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Okla. legislative leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange, hope health
care law is rejected
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/fa44b3dafce34624a7cb468436c4caf9/OK-XGR--
Insurance-Exchange-Shelved/
 
KWTV Channel 9 Expansion projects approved for Creek, Kilpatrick Turnpikes
http://www.news9.com/story/17115695/expansion-projects-approved-for-creek-kilpatrick-
turnpikes
 
Associated Press – Plan to slash Oklahoma’s income tax laid over in Senate after concerns
raised about analysis
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/ae797b7ecce0433da96d837a5a83127e/OK-XGR--
Income-Tax-Plan/
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange
http://www.newson6.com/story/17117040/oklahoma-leaders-shelve-plan-for-insurance-
exchange
 
The Journal Record – Fourth Reading: Taxpayers need to hear the truth
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/fourth-reading-taxpayers-need-to-hear-the-truth-
opinion/
 
The Oklahoman – Tax – cut debate alive in Oklahoma’s neighboring states
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-states/article/3655774
 
The Oklahoman – Tax-cut debate alive in Oklahoma’s neighboring states
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-states/article/3655774
 
The Oklahoman – Group questions Oklahoma’s state spending practices
http://newsok.com/group-questions-oklahomas-state-spending-practices/article/3655957
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Creek Turnpike to be widened
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http://www.ktul.com/story/17116535/creek-turnpike-to-be-widened
 
The Oklahoman – Education Department slush fund money eventually went back to state of
Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/education-department-slush-fund-money-eventually-went-back-to-state-
of-oklahoma/article/3655868
 
Enid News and Eagle – Woodring runway extension gets $2.5 million boost
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1284932042/Woodring-runway-extension-gets-2-5-million-
boost
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County’s newest district judge sworn in
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A11_CUTLIN429280
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance
exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
 
Tulsa World – Timothy Shaun Stemple’s family asks governor to stop execution
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_11_A13_ULNSaa255350
 
Tulsa World – 400 Guard members to return next week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=12&articleid=20120308_12_0_hrimgs556679
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House approves measure to add two more agencies to state
finance office
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-approves-measure-to-add-two-more-agencies-to-state-
finance-office/article/3655909
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House passes bill to keep charitable payroll deduction for state
employees
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-passes-bill-to-keep-charitable-payroll-deduction-for-
state-employees/article/3655867
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City seeks federal money for E.K. Gaylord Boulevard
improvements
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-federal-money-for-e.k.-gaylord-boulevard-
improvements/article/3655823
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma State University teams ready unmanned planes for competition
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-university-teams-ready-unmanned-planes-for-
competition/article/3655846
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The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe featured in viral video about indicted African guerrilla
leader Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-featured-in-viral-video-about-indicted-african-guerrilla-
leader-joseph-kony/article/3655832
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. Senate rejects congressional approval for Keystone pipeline
http://newsok.com/u.s.-senate-rejects-congressional-approval-for-keystone-
pipeline/article/3655850?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Audit ordeal another blow to public education in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/audit-ordeal-another-blow-to-public-education-in-
oklahoma/article/3655775?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma business briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3655834
 
The Oklahoman – Southwest Airlines requests spot at D.C.’s Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport for nonstop to Will Rogers World Airport in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-washington-
national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-city/article/3655851
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obamacare doomed House Dems
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-doomed-house-dems/article/feed/357569
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Capitol updates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3655856
 
The Oklahoman – Romney showing in Virginia encourages Obama
http://newsok.com/romney-showing-in-virginia-encourages-obama/article/feed/357350
 
Tulsa World – AMR asks for extension to file reorganization plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Americ766125
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa airport projects totally more than $20 million closed out by board; costs
covers three construction jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Threec697688
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa mayor seeks new opportunities for River Parks district
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120309_11_A1_CUTLIN904486
 
Tulsa World – Romney heads South into evangelical states
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_688_0_hrimgs238546
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance
exchange
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
 
Tulsa World – House passes bipartisan bill to help startups
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120309_13_A5_WASHIN458629
 
Tulsa World – Outside the Beltway
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_13_A10_CUTLIN76205
 
Tulsa World – Adelson slows anti-income tax bill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120309_16_A8_CUTLIN331155
 
The Journal Record – Tax credits the talk of Capitol
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tax-credits-the-talk-of-capitol-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa to change water treatment chemical
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tulsa-to-change-water-treatment-chemical-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission team to lead disaster preparedness training
exercise
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/corporation-commission-team-to-lead-preparedness-
training-exercise-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Okla. leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/okla-leaders-shelve-plan-for-insurance-exchange-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma medic group turns to public for support
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/oklahoma-medic-group-turns-to-public-for-support-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Natural gas prices drop sharply on bulging supply
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/natural-gas-prices-drop-sharply-on-bulging-supply-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Exxon pegs spending at $185B over next 5 years
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/exxon-pegs-spending-at-185b-over-next-5-years-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – EPA, Wyo., tribes agree to more groundwater tests
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/epa-wyo-tribes-agree-to-more-groundwater-tests-
energy/
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5 states to watch on Medicaid

By Jason Millman

7/20/12 5:32 AM EDT

The Supreme Court decision making health care reform’s Medicaid expansion optional has created a
high-stakes guessing game about which states sign up.

A handful of governors who most emphatically refused to implement the Affordable Care Act grabbed
the early attention after the court decision. Yet an overwhelming majority of the states aren’t ruling it
out. And Medicaid advocates are still counting on most of the states to come on board, if not by 2014
then soon after.

“I think based on past history … it’s really likely that most states are eventually going to take part” in
the expansion, said Sara Collins, vice president for affordable health insurance at the Commonwealth
Fund.

How they get there may not be pretty. Republican governors are talking tough and some Democratic
governors are treading carefully. It’s not as simple as a governor saying “yes” or “no.” Complicated
factors come into play, including politics, budget outlooks and Medicaid’s own history — including the
ways states can shape  their own Medicaid  programs, or get waivers to test ways of  covering more
people, improving quality or containing costs.

It all makes for some intense state-level battles over the next year, as long as the health law stays on
the books.  Here’s a look at some of the more interesting states to watch as they decide whether to go
ahead and expand Medicaid to bring in millions of  Americans up to 133 percent  of the federal poverty
line.

ARIZONA

Gov. Jan Brewer and the Obama administration have tussled plenty over Medicaid reductions in a very
public way — actually earning a mention during Supreme Court oral arguments on the Medicaid
question. But a deeper look shows that Arizona is not a lock for rejecting the Medicaid expansion.

Brewer, who says she remains undecided on the expansion, has taken a considerable number of steps
for Arizona to run its own health insurance exchange. Whether the state legislature will be on board is
another question.

Before the Affordable Care Act passed, Arizona had a history of covering some childless adults — a
population excluded by most states but included under the expansion. But Arizona was able to cut some
of that enrollment by letting its waiver expire last year. But Manatt’s Deborah Bachrach, a former New
York Medicaid director, figures Arizona would have something to gain by taking the expansion, because
the feds would provide a much more generous financial match for adult populations through the
expansion.

mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org
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“The more a state has used a waiver to provide some limited coverage to childless adults, the more
money they will save by doing the expansion,” Bachrach said.

UTAH

When it comes to health policy, the conservative state has to be part of the discussion.

“It’s an interesting state to watch because they’re very engaged in health policy,” said Joan Alker of the
Georgetown Health Policy Institute.

Utah Gov. Gary Herbert, who co-chairs the Republican Governors Association's health committee, has
spent the past few weeks laying out a whole host of reasons why Utah wouldn’t expand Medicaid. But
he hasn’t flatly turned it down, either, as some of his colleagues have.

Herbert also hasn’t been shy about his frustrations with the Medicaid waiver process. He told POLITICO
recently that the court’s Medicaid decision could provide states with new leverage to negotiate for
Medicaid changes they’ve been pushing such as block grants or more flexibility on benefit design.

Utah already has some history with expanding Medicaid. In the early 2000s, the state secured a waiver
to extend some Medicaid coverage to childless adults — partially by increasing cost-sharing and reducing
benefits for some existing enrollees.

“It was a fairly high-profile waiver when they moved forward with it because it had a very limited
benefit package and didn’t have inpatient coverage,” Alker said.

MISSOURI

With a Democratic governor and a Republican legislature,  Missouri has seen some of the fiercest state-
level battles over the ACA. The legislature has already passed a law — albeit a symbolic one — banning
the individual mandate, and it approved a ballot initiative for this fall on whether the state should set up
an exchange.

So, how does Gov. Jay Nixon play this one? So far, cautiously. He hasn’t said much about this publicly,
and a spokesman didn’t return a POLITICO inquiry.

Nixon’s been rebuffed by Republican lawmakers on earlier efforts to expand Medicaid, and he’s up for
reelection this year. If he does want to move forward on the expansion, don’t expect to see much
before November.

OKLAHOMA

The state was the first to return a sizable exchange grant from HHS last year, but it’s also taken a huge
chunk of money to update its Medicaid eligibility system. In fact, Medicaid experts say it’s top-notch.

Oklahoma doesn’t have a very expansive Medicaid program today, and the Medicaid expansion is
projected to cover about half of uninsured Oklahomans.

So the big question, says Manatt’s Bachrach, is this: “Will they use that infrastructure to launch the
expansion?”

Gov. Mary Fallin, a Republican, isn’t saying yet. Her office says Fallin’s going to take a hard look at the
state’s options.

Oklahoma already has updated Medicaid eligibility rules to be “very much in line” with the ACA,
Bachrach said. It’s also taken a serious look at delivery system reform.

MINNESOTA

The state is one of a handful to expand part of its Medicaid program ahead of 2014. Whether the
Republican legislature would approve more remains a big question mark.



Already, Democratic Gov. Mark Dayton has a tricky relationship with the state legislature over the ACA.
His executive order in October starting up Minnesota’s exchange isn’t sitting well with Republican
lawmakers, who complain they’ve been left out of the process.

Dayton already told HHS that Minnesota plans to run its own exchange, but Republican lawmakers say
the issue hasn’t been settled.They want the legislature to address it next year, meaning health care
politics will already be boiling in the state.

To read and comment online:
https://www.politicopro.com/go/?id=12909
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Fallin announces selection in unmanned aircraft research worth at least $1.4 million
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005
 
Tulsa World – Construction on half-built American Indian Cultural Center and Museum to halt
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study
implications of the high court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-to-study-
implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400
 
Avionics Intelligence – Governor Mary Fallin joins Department of homeland security, Oklahoma
National Guard to announce new unmanned aircraft systems program in Oklahoma
http://www.avionics-intelligence.com/news/2012/06/28/governor-mary-fallin-joins-department-of-
homeland-security-oklahoma-national-guard-to-announce-new-u.html
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=010003
mailto:Chase.Almen@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-to-study-implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-to-study-implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400
http://www.avionics-intelligence.com/news/2012/06/28/governor-mary-fallin-joins-department-of-homeland-security-oklahoma-national-guard-to-announce-new-u.html
http://www.avionics-intelligence.com/news/2012/06/28/governor-mary-fallin-joins-department-of-homeland-security-oklahoma-national-guard-to-announce-new-u.html


The Oklahoman Health Care: Oklahoma politicians express disappointment with Supreme Court
ruling on affordable care act
http://newsok.com/health-care-oklahoma-politicians-express-disappointment-with-supreme-court-
ruling-on-affordable-care-act/article/3688257
 
Tulsa World – Oklahomans react to the Supreme Court health care decision
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120628_336_0_Thehig293094
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor announces unmanned aircraft systems program in Oklahoma
http://www.ktul.com/story/18911284/governor-announces-unmanned-aircraft-systems-program-in-
oklahoma
 
KXII Channel 12 – Texomans weigh in on Affordable care act
http://www.kxii.com/news/headlines/Texomans_weigh_in_on_Affordable_Care_Act_160788315.html?
ref=315
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Okla. GOP leaders blast decision on health care
http://www.newson6.com/story/18906057/okla-gop-leaders-blast-decision-on-health-care
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma leaders react to Supreme Court Health Care Act ruling
http://www.newson6.com/story/18904026/oklahoma-leaders-react-to-supreme-court-health-care-act-
ruling
 
The Oklahoman – Construction halts on American Indian Cultural Center in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/construction-halts-on-american-indian-cultural-center-in-oklahoma-
city/article/3688262
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma chosen as test site for drones
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-chosen-as-test-site-for-drones/article/3688386?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
Tulsa World – Health act upheld
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_ULNSup256136
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Gov. Fallin plans no special session on the health – care ruling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_CUTLIN856203
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Keystone pipeline is clear for construction in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/keystone-pipeline-is-cleared-for-construction-in-oklahoma/article/3688391
 
The Oklahoman – MAPS 3 construction in OKC almost under way
http://newsok.com/feed/maps-3-construction-in-oklahoma-city-almost-under-way/article/3688416?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – OKC economic development trust approves $1.1 million in assistance for
renovation of Osler Building into hotel
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-economic-development-trust-approves-1.1-million-in-assistance-
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The Oklahoman – Editorial: Obamacare ruling means taxes will go up
http://newsok.com/obamacare-ruling-means-taxes-will-go-up/article/3688346?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New federal highway bill offers improvement
http://newsok.com/new-federal-highway-bill-offers-improvement/article/3688344?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Acceptance of CNG is slowly growing
http://newsok.com/acceptance-of-cng-is-slowly-growing/article/3688037?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on health care law
http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-the-u.s.-supreme-courts-decision-on-health-care-
law/article/3688534
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education advocates demand privacy for waiver candidates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-
candidates/article/3688379
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Young Oklahomans relieved by health care ruling
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-young-oklahomans-relieved-by-health-care-
ruling/article/3688399
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition/article/3688312
 
Tulsa World – ‘War room’ type effort places firefighting assets
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_ALBUQU173045
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa’s population grows 1.2 percent
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=492&articleid=20120629_11_A1_Thecit39044
 
Tulsa World – AMR fees climb to $70 million in bankruptcy case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120629_45_E1_WeilGo212250
 
Tulsa World – D&L Oil Tools hopes to add 100 more jobs under Quality Jobs Program
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120629_461_E1_DLOilT914905
 
Tulsa World – Crude oil falls to 9-month low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120629_49_E1_Drilli141824
 
Tulsa World – Questions answered on Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A9_CUTLIN41233
 
Tulsa World – Congress poised to act on highways, student loans
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subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_WASHIN142544
 
The Journal Record – Environmentalists: Gas industry got inside info from NY DEC
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-from-n-y-dec-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Mediation continues in Sardis case
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/mediation-continues-in-sardis-case-law/
 
The Journal Record – Geologist: Sardis lawsuit slowing lake development
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/geologist-sardis-lawsuit-slowing-lake-development-law/
 
The Journal Record – Super PACs fuel state campaign spending
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/27/super-pacs-fuel-state-campaign-spending-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Tepid economic growth weighs on US job market
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/tepid-economic-growth-weighs-on-u-s-job-market-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Insurgent unions at AA maintenance base seek members
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/26/insurgent-unions-at-american-airlines-maintenance-base-seek-
members-aerospace/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Chacey Schoeppel
Subject: FW: 6/29/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 10:00:00 AM

 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2012 7:51 AM
Subject: 6/29/12 Daily News Clips
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Journal record
User: Okgov1
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Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: 
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Fallin announces selection in unmanned aircraft research worth at least $1.4 million
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005
 
Tulsa World – Construction on half-built American Indian Cultural Center and Museum to halt
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study
implications of the high court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-to-study-
implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400
 
Avionics Intelligence – Governor Mary Fallin joins Department of homeland security, Oklahoma
National Guard to announce new unmanned aircraft systems program in Oklahoma
http://www.avionics-intelligence.com/news/2012/06/28/governor-mary-fallin-joins-department-of-
homeland-security-oklahoma-national-guard-to-announce-new-u.html
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The Oklahoman Health Care: Oklahoma politicians express disappointment with Supreme Court
ruling on affordable care act
http://newsok.com/health-care-oklahoma-politicians-express-disappointment-with-supreme-court-
ruling-on-affordable-care-act/article/3688257
 
Tulsa World – Oklahomans react to the Supreme Court health care decision
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120628_336_0_Thehig293094
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor announces unmanned aircraft systems program in Oklahoma
http://www.ktul.com/story/18911284/governor-announces-unmanned-aircraft-systems-program-in-
oklahoma
 
KXII Channel 12 – Texomans weigh in on Affordable care act
http://www.kxii.com/news/headlines/Texomans_weigh_in_on_Affordable_Care_Act_160788315.html?
ref=315
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Okla. GOP leaders blast decision on health care
http://www.newson6.com/story/18906057/okla-gop-leaders-blast-decision-on-health-care
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma leaders react to Supreme Court Health Care Act ruling
http://www.newson6.com/story/18904026/oklahoma-leaders-react-to-supreme-court-health-care-act-
ruling
 
The Oklahoman – Construction halts on American Indian Cultural Center in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/construction-halts-on-american-indian-cultural-center-in-oklahoma-
city/article/3688262
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma chosen as test site for drones
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-chosen-as-test-site-for-drones/article/3688386?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
Tulsa World – Health act upheld
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_ULNSup256136
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Gov. Fallin plans no special session on the health – care ruling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_CUTLIN856203
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Keystone pipeline is clear for construction in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/keystone-pipeline-is-cleared-for-construction-in-oklahoma/article/3688391
 
The Oklahoman – MAPS 3 construction in OKC almost under way
http://newsok.com/feed/maps-3-construction-in-oklahoma-city-almost-under-way/article/3688416?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – OKC economic development trust approves $1.1 million in assistance for
renovation of Osler Building into hotel
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-economic-development-trust-approves-1.1-million-in-assistance-
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for-renovation-of-osler-building-into-hotel/article/3688392?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Obamacare ruling means taxes will go up
http://newsok.com/obamacare-ruling-means-taxes-will-go-up/article/3688346?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New federal highway bill offers improvement
http://newsok.com/new-federal-highway-bill-offers-improvement/article/3688344?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Acceptance of CNG is slowly growing
http://newsok.com/acceptance-of-cng-is-slowly-growing/article/3688037?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on health care law
http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-the-u.s.-supreme-courts-decision-on-health-care-
law/article/3688534
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education advocates demand privacy for waiver candidates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-
candidates/article/3688379
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Young Oklahomans relieved by health care ruling
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-young-oklahomans-relieved-by-health-care-
ruling/article/3688399
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition/article/3688312
 
Tulsa World – ‘War room’ type effort places firefighting assets
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_ALBUQU173045
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa’s population grows 1.2 percent
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=492&articleid=20120629_11_A1_Thecit39044
 
Tulsa World – AMR fees climb to $70 million in bankruptcy case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120629_45_E1_WeilGo212250
 
Tulsa World – D&L Oil Tools hopes to add 100 more jobs under Quality Jobs Program
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120629_461_E1_DLOilT914905
 
Tulsa World – Crude oil falls to 9-month low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120629_49_E1_Drilli141824
 
Tulsa World – Questions answered on Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A9_CUTLIN41233
 
Tulsa World – Congress poised to act on highways, student loans
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The Journal Record – Environmentalists: Gas industry got inside info from NY DEC
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-from-n-y-dec-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Mediation continues in Sardis case
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/mediation-continues-in-sardis-case-law/
 
The Journal Record – Geologist: Sardis lawsuit slowing lake development
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/geologist-sardis-lawsuit-slowing-lake-development-law/
 
The Journal Record – Super PACs fuel state campaign spending
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/27/super-pacs-fuel-state-campaign-spending-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Tepid economic growth weighs on US job market
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/tepid-economic-growth-weighs-on-u-s-job-market-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Insurgent unions at AA maintenance base seek members
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/26/insurgent-unions-at-american-airlines-maintenance-base-seek-
members-aerospace/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: 6/4 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 9:44:00 AM
Attachments: 2012-05-30-CRA_Letter.docx
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Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Sunday, June 03, 2012 7:43 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie ; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier
(McConnell); White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: 6/4 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 6/4 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     RGPPC Events:  Registration extended until 6/7.  
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov

The Honorable 

United States Senator





Dear Senator:



The Utility MACT rule recently promulgated by the EPA has caused unwarranted economic duress and potential electricity reliability issues in exchange for negligible public-health and environmental benefits.  As Governor of FILL IN STATE, I have responsibility for ensuring reliable power for all FILL IN STATE as well as regulatory certainty with proper cost-benefit analysis for our job creators.  Thankfully, your colleague, Senator Jim Inhofe, has drafted legislation to repeal this unfortunate digression from sound governance. I ask that you support Senate Joint Resolution 37 under the Congressional Review Act (CRA).  Your vote is essential in getting the simple majority required for this measure to pass, thus repealing the over burdensome and duplicative Utility MACT rule.  



According to the National Economic Research Associates (NERA), Utility MACT will cost 180,000 to 215,000 jobs nationwide by 2015. In FILL IN STATE, we expect to lose FILL IN JOB STATISTICS.  After the execution of this rule with all of the unnecessary roadblocks to continued economic recovery to follow, EPA estimates only $500,000 to $6 million in benefits related to mercury and is unable to quantify or value the health benefits of the other air toxics regulated by Utility MACT.  The $500,000 to $6 million in benefits stands in stark contrast to the nearly $10 billion in annual costs that EPA estimates in connection with the Utility MACT rule. 



The people of the state of FILL IN STATE cannot afford another burdensome regulation with few co-benefits.  Our electricity grid cannot be further strained by plant-closures catalyzed by an unnecessary rule.  Most importantly, our public-health is not significantly improved by this rule.  EPA’s analysis shows us that over 99 percent of the benefits from the rule come from reducing fine particulate matter (PM2.5), not air toxics. But EPA also states that “[over 90 percent] of the PM2.5-related benefits associated with [Utility MACT] occur below the level of the [NAAQS].”



Environmental protection is a non-partisan issue; all citizens want clean air and water and reliable and affordable energy.  However, despite the many successes of the last several decades in clean air and water, this administration seems to seek negligible environmental “progress” in order to pursue a regulatory agenda that only adds to the hurdles faced by citizens and business alike as we climb out of the aftermath of a major recession. 



Thank you for your time and consideration.   



Sincerely,







Governor 
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Rhetoric vs. Reality:  Does President Obama Really Support an  
“All–of-the-Above” Energy Strategy? 


 
Testimony of 


Michael L. Krancer 
Secretary 


Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection 


Before the United States House of Representatives 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 


Thursday, May 31, 2012 
 
 


Members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony on behalf of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. 
 
We are blessed in Pennsylvania to have a very diverse energy generation portfolio: coal, nuclear, 
natural gas, wind, solar and more. Pennsylvania truly is an energy capital of the country. We 
have a true “all of the above” energy strategy in Pennsylvania. We are also blessed in this 
country to have a very diverse domestic energy production portfolio. The United States has all of 
the resources right here to be the energy production leader of the world. 
 
And make no mistake about it: Energy equals jobs. Every economy needs the most affordable 
and plentiful energy it can have to sustain itself and to grow. Energy demand is projected to 
increase 50% worldwide in the next 20 years. The majority of that growth will come from the 
developing world. 80% of that increased demand will have to be met with hydrocarbon-based 
energy. This presents us with a daunting task and a tremendous opportunity because we have 
tremendous domestic energy resources right here in Pennsylvania and in America. You really 
need ask just three basic questions: (1) do we want energy; (2) do we have it here; and (3) who 
can develop it in a more environmentally sensitive manner than we here in America? 
 
We have a great domestic energy resource right in Pennsylvania and other states around us—
natural gas. The supply we have right here is huge, and the technology to enable us to get it in a 
safe and environmentally protective manner is here. This fuel is available, abundant, domestic, 
clean and cheap. And this fuel can provide the path to cleaner air in our urban areas where 
vehicles now fueled with largely imported oil are the main source of air contaminants.  The 
department I lead oversees the safe development of natural gas.   
 
Pennsylvania’s natural gas extraction has dramatically increased over the past few years, and we 
are delivering huge amounts of cheap clean fuel to Americans because of our ability to know our 
state and regulate and oversee the safe conduct of this activity within our state better than 
anyone. The Energy Information Administration reported on May 23, 2012, that natural gas 
production in Pennsylvania has quadrupled since 2009, averaging now nearly 3.5 billion cubic 
feet per day in 2011. See http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.cfm?id=6390. A copy of the 
dramatic chart from the EIA is attached as an exhibit. This has, in turn, resulted in what PJM, the 
largest competitive electric power grid operator covering 13 states and the District of Columbia 
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from New Jersey to Illinois and over 51,000,000 consumers, has called a massive increase in 
future gas powered electricity generation.  In fact, the PJM capacity auction of May 2012 cleared 
nearly 5 GW of new gas fired generation capacity.  Low gas and electric utility rates for 
consumers is only one side of the story. The promise for the future is even brighter, as this and 
other domestic energy sources can unlock an economic renaissance that America can lead.  
 
However, it is distressing to see on the federal level actions that show that there is not a similar 
commitment to, or even a focus on, an “all of the above” strategy toward domestic energy 
resources. We also see federal policies and actions which seem to be geared toward picking 
selected winners and losers in the energy generation market instead of policies which foster a 
true “all of the above” energy extraction and utilization process. We in Pennsylvania have been 
frustrated to see at the federal level a negative attitude, even hostility, toward development of 
domestic energy resources, especially certain resources like coal. We see this manifested in 
many respects including, but not limited to, our interactions with the federal government in the 
following areas: 
 


 EPA’s and other federal agency’s treatment of and intervention in hydraulic fracturing 


 The Army Corps of Engineers’ increased intervention into infrastructure projects such as 
natural gas pipelines 


 Federal air regulations, such as NAAQS, Utility MACT, the Cross-State Transport Rule 
and regulation of carbon dioxide  


 EPA’s course for the treatment of coal residuals 


 EPA’s treatment of coal mining-related water discharge permits 


 The federal government’s inability or unwillingness to deal with the issue of disposal of 
waste from nuclear power plants 


I look forward to discussing each of these items in more detail and answering your questions. 
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Rhetoric vs. Reality, Part II:  Assessing the Impact of New Federal Red Tape on 
Hydraulic Fracturing and American Energy Independence 


 
Testimony of 


Michael L. Krancer 
Secretary 


Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection 


Before the United States House of Representatives 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, 


Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and 
Procurement Reform 


Thursday, May 31, 2012 
 


 
Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on behalf 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Environmental Protection.  
 
I have been asked to address how Pennsylvania’s environmental protection programs 
oversee and regulate the exploration and extraction of natural gas to ensure that the 
activity is done in an environmentally sensitive way.  Suffice it to say that Pennsylvania’s 
programs are comprehensive and robust and they are working.  The outside experts agree 
on that. 
 
I have also been asked to say a few words about the newest federal forays into regulation 
of hydraulic fracturing, namely the draft EPA Permitting Guidance for Oil and Gas 
Hydraulic Fracturing Activities Using Diesel Fuels and the Department of the Interior’s 
Bureau of Land Management’s (DOI BLM) draft regulations for fracking on federally 
managed or Indian lands. 
 
There is no question that states can do and are doing a better job regulating the oil and 
gas extraction technique of hydraulic fracturing within their borders than the federal 
government could do.  No “one size fits all” is applicable in this field.  Each state is 
different and has different geography, topography, geology, hydrogeology and 
meteorology.  In fact, the states in which hydraulic fracturing has and is taking place have 
been regulating that activity for many years already.  The states are light-years ahead of 
the federal government in terms of experience and know how about their own individual 
states and about the science and technique of hydraulic fracturing.   
 
Pennsylvania’s natural gas extraction has dramatically increased over the past few years 
and we are delivering huge amounts of cheap clean fuel to Americans because of our 
ability to know our state and regulate and oversee the safe conduct of this activity within 
our state better than anyone.  The Energy Information Administration reported on May 
23, 2012 that natural gas production in Pennsylvania has quadrupled since 2009 
averaging now nearly 3.5 billion cubic feet per day in 2011. See 
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http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.cfm?id=6390.  A copy of the dramatic chart 
from the EIA is attached as an Exhibit.   
 
This has, in turn, resulted in what PJM, the largest competitive electric power grid 
operator covering 13 states and the District of Columbia from New Jersey to Illinois and 
over 51,000,000 consumers, has called a massive increase in future gas powered 
electricity generation.  In fact, the PJM capacity auction of May 2012 cleared nearly 5 
gigawatts (GW) of new gas fired generation capacity.  Low gas and electric utility rates 
for consumers is only one side of the story.  The promise for the future is even brighter as 
this and other domestic energy sources can unlock an economic renaissance that America 
can lead.  
 
I can tell you unequivocally that the federal government could not have implemented and 
executed what we have done, and done very well, right here in Pennsylvania.   
 
I was encouraged to hear that EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson said to an audience at 
Richard Stockton College of New Jersey in February 2012 that states are right to take the 
lead on the issue of regulating hydraulic fracturing and that regulation of hydraulic 
fracturing does not need to be federalized.  However, it seems that EPA’s actions and 
attitude recently have not been consistent with its Administrators words.  Also, other 
parts of the federal administration have sought to interpose on the state’s role as primary 
regulator of natural gas exploration and extraction via hydraulic fracturing. 
 
This perceived need to layer federal regulation on top of an already comprehensive state 
regulatory program is completely unfounded.  I say unfounded because both the federal 
government and independent, impartial organizations have concluded that states, and 
Pennsylvania in particular, are appropriately and professionally managing this important 
industry. 
 
Indeed, the head of EPA’s Drinking Water Program said publicly in 2010 that “I have no 
information that states aren’t doing a good job already [regulating fracking].”  That is 
certainly the case for Pennsylvania.   Also, our regulatory program was recently 
evaluated by the independent, non-profit, multi-stakeholder State Review of Oil and 
Natural Gas Environmental Regulations organization (STRONGER) and received 
positive marks.  STRONGER was recently recognized by the United States Department 
of Energy Shale Gas Subcommittee’s August 2011 draft report on Shale Gas 
development as an “exceptionally meritorious” mechanism for improving the availability 
and usefulness of shale gas information among constituencies.  According to 
STRONGER, “the Pennsylvania program is, over all, well-managed, professional and 
meeting its program objectives.”   I would go beyond that and say that Pennsylvania has 
done an exceptional job managing the new challenges that shale gas development 
presents while allowing our citizens to enjoy the enormous benefits created by this 
industry. 
 
On May 15, 2012, the State University of New York at Buffalo’s Shale Resources and 
Society Institute released a comprehensive study which found that Pennsylvania’s 
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program and regulations have been quite effective at reducing the impacts per well drilled 
and that there is a compelling case that Pennsylvania state oversight of oil and gas 
regulation has been effective.  The SUNY Buffalo study was extremely comprehensive 
and considered the period of 2008, when unconventional gas exploration was in its early 
stages in Pennsylvania, through mid-2011.  The study found, among other things, that 
environmental incidences declined 60 percent between 2008 and August 2011.  This, says 
the report, is “a rather notable indicator of improvement by the industry and oversight by 
the regulators.”  A copy of the SUNY Buffalo Study is attached hereto as an Exhibit.  
This, of course, reinforces, confirms and brings forward in time the conclusions of the 
2010 STRONGER report which, as mentioned before, concluded that the Pennsylvania 
program is well-managed, professional and meeting its program objectives. 
 
One of the primary areas of concern which has been raised about state regulation is in the 
area of groundwater and drinking water protection.  There has been a misconception that 
the hydraulic fracturing of wells can or has caused contamination of water wells.  This is 
false.  First, hydraulic fracturing is only a temporary feature of natural gas development 
which lasts a few days.  Hydraulic fracturing of wells is not new in Pennsylvania; it has 
been going on here since about the 1950s and has been standard practice since about the 
1980s.   Tens of thousands of wells have been hydraulically fractured in Pennsylvania 
without any indication that groundwater quality has been impacted. 
 
Our decades of successful state experience is backed up by federal claims as well.  In 
2010, the head of EPA’s drinking water program, Steve Heare, said that despite claims by 
environmental organizations, he had not seen any documented cases that the hydro-
fracking process was contaminating water supplies. EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson said 
the exact same thing in her May 24, 2011 testimony before the U.S. House Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform.  In a January 2010 article in Platts Gas Daily, Energy 
Secretary Steven Chu said that hydraulic fracturing is safe and lawmakers should be 
cautious in their efforts to restrict it. My predecessor, former DEP Secretary John Hanger, 
told Reuters in October 2010 that “Pennsylvania has not had one case in which the fluids 
used to break off the gas from 5,000 to 8,000 feet underground have returned to 
contaminate groundwater.”   
 
Dimock, Pennsylvania has become somewhat of a center of attention with respect to 
natural gas exploration and state/federal relations.  Even the original May 2011 limited 
Duke Study of Dimock, Susquehanna County, water sample reports confirmed there was 
no evidence of fracking fluids in any sample from any of the 68 wells they tested. The 
study states, “[w]e found no evidence for contamination of drinking-water samples with 
deep brines or fracturing fluids.”  And, more recently, from about January 2012 to May 
2012, the federal EPA has conducted its own testing of private water supply wells in 
Dimock.  EPA has conducted four rounds of sampling covering 61 homes.  Each 
sampling result showed no levels of contaminants which would pose a health threat or as 
EPA put it, “the results gave no cause for either ‘immediate’ or ‘further action.’” 
 
Our ability to unlock the huge clean burning energy source contained in unconventional 
shale formations has transformed Pennsylvania into an energy exporter and will 
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ultimately move our nation toward energy self-sufficiency.   In addition, we are looking 
at an economic and energy transformation.  We have already seen tens of thousands of 
new jobs here in Pennsylvania from the industry itself as well as from new industries 
spawned to support it.  These are good paying career jobs in many fields.  And that is just 
the start.  There will be hundreds of thousands more good paying skilled and unskilled 
jobs in a variety of sectors. 
 
Oil and natural gas exploration and extraction have already provided huge economic 
benefits to Pennsylvania and the promise for the future is immense.  Not only the promise 
of cheap clean fuel but also a key to the renaissance of the American petrochemical 
industry as well.  Shell Chemicals in June announced that it is developing plans to 
possibly build a world-scale ethylene cracker with integrated derivative units in the 
Marcellus Shale region of Pennsylvania in Monaca, Beaver County.  The cracker 
processes ethane from natural gas into ethylene, one of the primary inputs for a host of 
everyday products.  It is no coincidence that Shell is looking right here in Pennsylvania to 
possibly build that cracker plant.  As Shell said, “US natural gas is abundant and 
affordable.”   
 
This story is not limited to southwestern Pennsylvania.  In the Philadelphia area we are 
also seeing that Pennsylvania’s and our nation’s oil and natural gas resources may hold 
the key to reinvigorating one or more of our southeastern Pennsylvania refineries and/or 
the petrochemical industry. The crude oil from the Bakken Shale formation in the 
Midwest may provide the game-changer which turns the Philadelphia refinery’s 
economics around saving thousands of jobs.  Also, Energy Transfer Partners’ recent 
acquisition of Sunoco – coupled with a strong statement on its commitment to Marcellus 
Shale-related activity – is another tangible example of this opportunity benefiting 
southeastern Pennsylvania.  
 
While interest in the economic and energy possibilities of the Marcellus is high, my job is 
to protect public safety and the environment and to do so based on sound science and not 
fiction or fear.  Unfortunately, we have seen some examples of very suspect science 
lately in this area.  There are many examples but let me point out four prominent ones: 
(1) the May 2011 Duke University Paper regarding methane in Pennsylvania water wells 
in Dimock; (2) the April 2011 Robert Howarth Paper regarding Greenhouse Gases and 
Marcellus Shale; (3) the April 16, 2011 United States House of Representatives 
Democrats Report, “Chemicals Used In Hydraulic Fracturing” and; (4) EPA’s 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reporting From The Petroleum and Natural Gas Industry: 
Background Technical Support Document, 2010. 
 
Our experts as well as other experts are studying all these materials, and I will not 
belabor all the deficiencies with these various reports here but I will highlight a few.   
 
The Duke paper seems to be based on only a few selected samples in a specific area with 
previously documented problems, i.e., Dimock Township in Susquehanna County, 
Pennsylvania.  This would indicate that the study itself is statistically and technically 
biased.  Also, the fact is that the methane in the area being seen is the product of the 
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shallower, Upper Devonian formation which is about 1,000 to 3,000 feet deep, not the 
deeper shale formations which are about 7,000 feet deep.  Yet the Paper improperly 
attempts to link the source to the deeper Marcellus Shale.  The authors of the study have 
inexplicably declined DEP’s reasonable request that they share with us their data and 
their sample locations.  Moreover, the authors of the Study have indicated their personal 
bias. They have gone on record in the Philadelphia Inquirer as being personally 
ideologically opposed to domestic natural gas drilling saying “we would like to see shale 
gas drilling become largely unnecessary”.  These factors especially raise credibility 
questions. DEP is always willing to partner with disinterested scientists or institutions 
whose goals are to obtain facts but we are justifiably wary of those who admit that they 
are personally committed to showing “what we would like to see.” 
 
In October 2011 the Center for Rural Pennsylvania issued its comprehensive study 
entitled “The Impact of Marcellus Gas Drilling on Rural Drinking Water Supplies”.  The 
Center is a bipartisan bicameral legislative agency of the Pennsylvania Legislature.  The 
study was conducted by the Penn State University’s College of Agricultural Science.  
Major findings of the Study include the following: 
 
 Statistical analyses of post-drilling versus pre-drilling water chemistry did not 


suggest major influences from gas well drilling or fracking on nearby water wells. 
 


 Analyses of the data from both phases of this study generally showed a lack of 
statistically significant changes in water quality parameters due to Marcellus 
drilling or fracking when comparing pre- to post-drilling elements of water 
quality. 
 


 In contrast to the Duke study’s findings, here dissolved methane did increase at 
one drilled site but this site also had a moderate level of methane before drilling 
occurred.  Dissolved methane did not increase at fracked sites and was not 
correlated to the distance to the nearest Marcellus well site. 


 
 Regarding methane, the research found no statistically significant increases in 


methane levels after drilling and no significant correlation to distance from 
drilling. 


 
 Statistical analyses did not suggest major influences of gas well drilling on the 


water quality of nearby water wells, as evidenced by a lack of statistically 
significant increases in pollutants that are most prominent in drilling water fluids, 
such as total dissolved solids (TDS), chloride, sodium, sulfate, barium and 
strontium. 


 
 Results of the water quality parameters measured in the study did not indicate any 


obvious influence from fracking in gas wells nearby private water well quality.  
Data from a limited number of wells also did not suggest a negative influence of 
fracking on dissolved methane in water wells.  
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Also, the EPA announced in January 2012 that it had decided to step in and take water 
samples in Dimock.  EPA released on or about May 11, 2012 the results of its fourth and 
final round of water testing.  EPA said that the results of its fourth were the same as the 
results of the first three rounds and that is all rounds of samples show no health concerns. 
 
The United States House of Representatives Democrats’ April 16, 2011 paper fails to 
state what it is not.  It is not a toxicological review of chemicals used in fracking and it 
does not provide a sound scientific assessment of exposures, exposure pathways or risks 
to human health that might be associated with such theoretical exposure.  The paper also 
fails to note that the fluid that is its subject is over 98% water and sand with only small 
amounts of the chemicals it attempts to characterize.  The paper creates misimpressions 
by focusing on total liquid volumes and not the amounts or volumes of any additives in 
the liquid.  The paper also is very loose with respect to its use, or misuse, of the label 
“carcinogen.”   
 
Robert Howarth is a Cornell University scientist who published a “study” regarding the 
greenhouse gas impacts of shale gas development.  Howarth’s supposed study has been 
rejected by almost every legitimate source in the scientific community.  Even Howarth 
himself admits that the data in his study is, his words, “limited”, “unpublished”, “really 
low quality”, “lousy” and from “weird PowerPoints.”  Joe Nocera of the New York 
Times points out that even the Environmental Defense Fund has estimates of methane gas 
emissions that are 75% lower than Howarth’s.    
 
In August 2011, Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) published a study, partially funded 
by the Sierra Club, which demonstrates conclusively that Howarth’s conclusions are 
false, irresponsible and unscientific.  The CMU study is a comprehensive life cycle 
analysis which concludes, among other things, that “natural gas from the Marcellus Shale 
has generally lower life cycle greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions than coal for production 
of electricity” and that “natural gas provides lower greenhouse emission for all cases 
studied whether the gas is derived from Marcellus shale or the average 2008 domestic 
natural gas system”   Also, interesting is that the CMU study concludes that although 
“green completions” and capturing gas for market that would otherwise be flared or 
vented could reduce emissions associated with the completion process, “these 
preproduction emissions, however, are not substantial contributors to the life cycle 
[emissions] estimates.”  As lead CMU researcher Paulina Jaramillo said, “we don’t think 
[Howarth] is using credible data and some of the assumptions [Howarth] makes are 
biased.  And the comparison [Howarth] makes at the end, my biggest problem, is wrong.”   
 
The fundamental deficiencies of EPA’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reporting Technical 
Document were recently very well documented in an August 2011 report released by the 
very well respected energy consulting firm IHS CERA entitled, aptly, “Mismeasuring 
Methane: Estimating Greenhouse Gas Emissions From Upstream Natural Gas 
Development.  The EPA’s 2010 Technical Guidance inexplicably revised upward by an 
order of magnitude the prior emissions estimates for GHGs from this industry from 
studies on this topic from just a few years ago.  IHS CERA explains the magnitude of the 
flaws in EPA’s approach.   As IHS CERA points out, EPA’s methodology behind its 
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2010 study lacks rigor and should not be used as a basis for analysis or decision making.  
EPA, strangely, based its estimates on methane emissions from well completions from 
data samples of methane captured (i.e., not emitted) during well completions.  Also, EPA 
based its conclusions on just a couple of slide presentations.  Aside from the fundamental 
deficiency of using incomplete and unreliable data, IHS CERA points out that EPA did 
not even do the math correctly with the data it did choose to use and that EPA’s 
assumptions in doing the math were unsupportable in the real world.  As a result, “the 
overall amount of methane that EPA assumes is emitted during well completion activities 
does not pass a basic test of reasonableness.”   
 
This Report would seem to confirm that life cycle GHG emissions from unconventional 
shale operations are similar to current domestic gas operations and that natural gas, as a 
fuel, presents tremendous opportunities to achieve cleaner air since it emits virtually no 
particulate matter and much lower amounts of other parameters. 
 
The IHS CERA Report also discusses the Howarth Report.  IHS CERA shows, to the 
extent any further showing on this were necessary, that the Howarth Report is not 
technically or factually supportable.  Indeed, appended to the IHS CERA report is a piece 
by an IHS CERA principal, Pete Stark, that specifically takes Howarth to task for 
“misusing and seriously distorting” a previous IHS CERA article published by Mr. Stark.  
The release of the CMU Study and the IHS CERA Study in such close proximity in time 
prompted a colorful remark by my immediate predecessor as DEP Secretary, John 
Hanger, who had this to say, “bit by bit the Howarth Study is being consigned to the junk 
heap.” 
 
The Myths About the So-Called “Halliburton Loophole” and the FRAC Act 


 
Since an overarching topic here today is state versus federal regulation of hydraulic 
fracturing, let me take a few minutes to discuss some context and history.  Much of the 
discussion about the state/federal relation in the area of regulation of hydraulic fracturing 
has as its focus the so-called, but misnamed, Halliburton “loophole”.  While some say 
that the so-called Halliburton Loophole is behind what they perceive as a sinister plot to 
exempt fracking from the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) and allow the pollution of 
drinking water, the facts are different.   
 
First the context.  Fracking is a temporary process of pumping fluids underground for the 
purpose of extraction of natural gas or oil from deep formations.  Indeed, the initial 
fracking process lasts a only few days and while the well may have to be periodically re-
fractured, the life span of a producing well can be a century.  In addition, the fracking 
process is separate and apart from the drilling process.  In fact, the fracking process, by 
definition, occurs after the drilling of the well is complete.  Also, fracking happens very 
deep below the surface.  For Marcellus formations, this occurs at about 5,000 to 8,000 
feet below the surface or more.  Fresh groundwater, on the other hand, is located from 
about less than 600 feet below the surface. 
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Now the history. Hydraulic fracturing has never been regulated by the federal 
government.  It has always been a matter of state regulation.  EPA has never intended or 
thought that fracking is or should be subject to the SDWA’s Underground Injection 
Control (UIC) program.  It has never before even expressed an interest in regulating the 
generations-old practice of energy extraction via hydraulic fracturing under the SDWA 
UIC program.  Instead, EPA, before now, has always been of the mind that the practice 
was well regulated by the various states in which it was taking place. 
 
In 1997, a court case from the federal appeals court for the Eleventh Circuit issued an 
opinion involving the state of Alabama, while not finding that fracking was any threat 
whatsoever, for the first time ever, said that underground emplacement of fluids for the 
purpose of extraction of gas from coal beds, which are quite shallow compared to 
Marcellus and other unconventional gas bearing formations, was subject to the federal 
UIC program.  The aberrational case was not binding nationwide; only in the territory 
governed by that federal court.  In response to this court decision, EPA studied the 
fracking process and it issued a report in 2004 which concluded that fracking poses little 
or no threat to drinking water.  EPA also concluded then that no further study of this 
process was scientifically justified. 
 
Just like EPA, the United States Congress has never intended that hydraulic fracturing 
should be subject to the SDWA’s UIC program.  So, in 2005, in the face of the 
aberrational court decision from the Eleventh Circuit, Congress sought to reassert and 
reaffirm, through the bipartisan Energy Policy Act of 2005, what had always been its 
policy, i.e., fracking for energy extraction was not regulated federally by the SDWA’s 
UIC program. 
 
It is myth to assert that this was pushed solely by Vice President Dick Cheney.  In fact, 
this provision of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 garnered bipartisan support.  It won 74 
yea votes in the Senate.  Included among its supporters there was Ken Salazar, the current 
Secretary of the Interior who was then a Senator from Colorado and the current President 
of the United States, Barack Obama, then the junior Senator from Illinois.  In the House, 
249 members on a bipartisan basis voted for the Bill including the top Democrat 
members of both the Energy and Commerce and Natural Resources Committees. 
 
Now for the facts about drinking water and surface water protection.  The Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 has no impact whatsoever on the state and federal laws that prohibit oil and 
gas extraction operations from causing surface water or ground water pollution.  The 
whole of oil and gas operations are subject to the federal Water Pollution Control Act and 
is prohibited from causing pollution to the waters of the United States.  In Pennsylvania, 
all aspects of oil and gas exploration and extraction, including drilling and fracking 
operations, are regulated by the state’s Oil and Gas Act, the Clean Streams Law, Air 
Pollution Control Act, Solid Waste Management Act, and the Dam Safety and 
Encroachment Act and our water protection regulations.   Pursuant to these laws, 
pollution of groundwater and surface water resources by well drilling and completion is 
completely prohibited,  The fact is that the so-called and misnamed “Halliburton 
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Loophole” in no way diminishes the statutory and regulatory coverage of our laws as 
applied to gas extraction.   
 
Hazardous chemicals are not being injected into the drinking water as some say.  As 
mentioned, hydraulic fracking occurs at great depth; about 5,000 to 8,000 feet in 
Pennsylvania.  Fresh groundwater is located a few hundred feet below the surface.  So the 
activity occurs thousands of feet of solid bedrock below where water aquifers are located.  
Also, fracking fluid is comprised of on average 99.51% water and sand.  The rest are 
components in common everyday uses such as food additives and cosmetics.  As a 
Harrisburg newspaper story succinctly described this false paradigm recently, 
 


Industry representatives say the chemicals are the same as you’d find 
under your kitchen sink, but Surra said “You don’t want to take the stuff 
from under your kitchen sink and mix it in a glass of water you’re going to 
drink, and that’s basically what’s going on.” But it’s not. 


 
‘Citizens Shale Commission’ Weighs In On Marcellus Policy, Harrisburg Patriot 
News, Monday October 24, 2011 (emphasis added). 
 
In conclusion, the case for the FRAC Act or federal regulation of hydraulic fracturing has 
not been made.  In fact its proponents neglect, forget or misrepresent the history behind 
the relationship between fracking and the SDWA UIC program.  They fail to mention or 
account for the fact that the current President of the United States and current Interior 
Secretary supported the Energy Policy Act of 2005 and that never before the appeals 
court case did either the Executive or the Legislative Branch intend or assert that fracking 
for energy extraction was within the SDWA UIC program.  Also, the FRAC Act has 
nothing to do with potential contamination of drinking water supplies.  The FRAC Act 
does not deal with well construction, cementing and cementing practices.  Pennsylvania’s 
state regulations do that. 
 
Before I talk about Pennsylvania’s programs, let me briefly address the topics of the draft 
EPA Permitting Guidance for Oil and Gas Hydraulic Fracturing Activities Using Diesel 
Fuels and the Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Land Management’s draft 
regulations for fracking on federally managed or Indian lands. 
 
EPA’s Draft Diesel Fracking Guidance Raises Serious Questions About States’ 
Primacy—Mission Creep and Redundancy For No Environmental Benefit 
 
This is really a story of regulatory mission creep, redundancy of regulation, adding 
regulatory uncertainty and, substantively, trying to fit a square peg into a round hole all 
for no environmental protection benefit that will detrimentally impact our nation’s ability 
to obtain domestic sources of energy at a time in which we need those resources more 
than ever.  The draft Guidance is very broad and covers topics such as public notice 
processes, monitoring, pressure testing and well casing and cementing requirements. 
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It is important to note at the outset that the SDWA UIC program was developed and is 
operated with respect to underground injection of fluids for storage and disposal.  It was 
not designed to cover natural gas or oil production well activities.  Pennsylvania has very 
little underground injection for storage or disposal. Primarily for this reason Pennsylvania 
has not sought primacy for the UIC program and EPA issues the permits, to the extent 
there are any, for the UIC storage and disposal activities.1  Also, we do not believe that 
operators are commonly using diesel fuel for hydraulic fracturing for production in 
Pennsylvania.  So, the Draft Diesel Fracking Permitting Guidance may not have a very 
large impact on Pennsylvania.  However, the guidance does pose a back-door challenge 
and threat to the states’ regulation on hydraulic fracturing and could lead to very 
detrimental results. 
 
The federal government does retain the legal authority to regulate hydraulic fracturing for 
natural gas and oil production if diesel fuel is used in that process.  That was the one 
entry point spelled out in the 2005 Energy Policy Act which, as I have discussed, 
affirmed the longstanding law and policy that the federal Safe Drinking Water Act and 
the federal government did not intend to regulate hydraulic fracturing for natural gas or 
oil production. 
 
The entire enterprise the EPA has undertaken here leads to some well-placed suspicion 
about its motives.  One has to ask why the federal government would want to interpose 
itself here as the states in which hydraulic fracturing is happening are doing a good job 
doing so and are light-years ahead of the federal EPA on this in terms of time, experience 
and know-how.  Also, what information does EPA have which shows that industry is 
routinely using diesel fuel for fracking?  This leads to some serious questions why the 
federal government would be spending its limited time and resources going down this 
path and where this “draft” Guidance will end up as a final one. 
 
During the drafting process there were reports that some EPA staffers were vocal that the 
definition of “diesel fuel” should be very broad.  Their theory was since diesel contains 
“BTEX” compounds (i.e., benzene, toluene, ethyl benzene, and xylenes) that any 
hydraulic fracturing activity which contains any amount of any of these materials should 
be defined as diesel fuel.  Thus, the Energy Policy Act’s limited exception for fracking 
with diesel fuel would be swallowed entirely by EPA regulatory fiat and virtually all 
production fracking would be covered by federal regulation.  This would be of doubtful 
legality and would certainly be challenged in court, the draft guidance does not go that 
far.  However this is just a draft guidance and one of the topics EPA is seeking comment 
on is how to define “diesel fuel.” 
 
On a more basic level, as mentioned earlier, the SWDA UIC program is a storage and 
disposal well program.  It is not and never has been a natural gas or oil production well 
program.  So you have the anomaly of transposing storage and disposal well requirements 
onto a production well overlay.  This is trying to fit a square peg into a round hole.  This 
is already proving problematic. For example, the draft guidance recommends that the area 


                                                 
1 Other states in which EPA has primacy over the UIC program and EPA issues the permits for 


such activities are New York, Kentucky and Tennessee. 
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of review (AOR), which is basically the area governed by the permit, be radically 
expanded from the one-quarter mile generally used in the UIC program to a radius that 
covers the entire length of a horizontal fracture which could be several miles.  That 
makes little sense based on the science of hydraulic fracturing. 
 
Then there is the more subtle but very pernicious specter of federal pre-emption which 
threatens states that do have primacy over their UIC storage and disposal programs such 
as North Dakota, Texas, Wyoming, Colorado, Montana, New Mexico and Oklahoma.  
These states have very robust state regulation of oil and gas exploration and extraction 
activities. There is the prospect that EPA could in the future threaten those states’ 
primacy if it were to find that the states’ programs were not exactly like EPA’s program 
for diesel fuel fracking.  In addition, in those states, there is the prospect that EPA’s 
“square peg” storage and disposal UIC standards would creep over into the “round hole” 
of production well standards regulation.  There is not a good fit and safe and 
environmentally sensitive domestic energy production in those states could be choked off 
by regulatory overkill and uncertainty. 
 
DOI’s BLM Proposed Rules On Fracking—Mission Creep and Duplication Again 
 
Pennsylvania will not be directly impacted by these rules as we have no BLM managed 
lands or Indian lands.  However, as with the draft permitting guidance discussed already, 
the larger question is the federal attempted overlay on what the states are already doing.  
Much of the attention on the BLM proposed rule deals with chemical disclosure.  We 
already have in Pennsylvania one of the most aggressive chemical disclosure laws in the 
nation which I will talk about in more detail later.  I would imagine that many states in 
which fracking takes place and there is BLM or Indian lands would say the same.  In fact, 
the Governor of Colorado, John Hickenlooper, himself a geologist, noted that “Bureau of 
Land Management modeled its disclosure requirements for fracturing fluids after the 
Colorado rule”.  Governor Matt Mead has observed that Wyoming’s is “well ahead” of 
the BLM on regulation of hydraulic fracturing. He noted that Wyoming has had chemical 
disclosure rules in place since 2010 and that the Wyoming law is more rigorous than 
what BLM has proposed.  Governor Mead went on to say that we want the states to be in 
a position to be proactive and agile on these and it is a disincentive to do so when the 
federal government steps in and says we are going to have a cookie-cutter approach.  We 
agree with both Governor Hickenlooper and Governor Mead on this.  
 
Indian tribes reacted quite skeptically.  Fred Fox, the energy administrator for three 
Indian nations in North Dakota (the Mandan, the Hidatsa and the Arikara nations) 
observed that the BLM proposal is downright unwelcome on a number of levels.  Mr. 
Fox sees the shale play as a newfound source of possibility for his economically 
challenged North Dakota community.  The new BLM proposed rules, though, would be a 
hurdle and an unnecessary intrusion into that.  He said that the proposed regulations are 
redundant as “the regulations try to come in and put a layer of control over what the 
tribes are trying to do.”  On a broader level, Mr. Fox’s view is that the federal intrusion is 
a step backwards from American Indian sovereignty and a breach of the policy that the 
federal government should consult with the Nations on decisions that affect them.  
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Interestingly, those views parallel the view of many states with respect to the federal 
government’s intrusion into the states’ arena with respect to regulation of hydraulic 
fracturing. 
 
The other topics covered in the BLM proposed rule, well construction standards and 
water management plans, are also already being done in Pennsylvania.  So Governor 
Mead’s point about Wyoming is applicable here too; we are already well ahead of the 
federal government on regulation of hydraulic fracturing. 
 
At the end of the day we have duplicative regulatory requirements that add nothing to 
environmental protection and serve only to increase regulatory uncertainty and burden.  
That will only serve to hinder oil and natural gas exploration and for no environmental 
protection reason.  This seems like regulation for the sake of regulation.   
 
Pennsylvania’s Regulatory Program 
 
Simply put, because of our long history of oil and gas development and comprehensive 
regulatory structure, Pennsylvania does not need federal intervention or a federal overlay 
to ensure that this activity is being done in an appropriately protective manner.  In fact, as 
I have mentioned, only the state could have implemented the programs we have in place 
now and only the state can be responsive, flexible, agile and knowledgeable enough 
about conditions and circumstances on the ground here in Pennsylvania to adjust 
programs when adjustment is called for. 
 
Pennsylvania regulates oil and gas well operations under several statutes including the 
Oil and Gas Act of 2012, the Clean Streams Law, the Air Pollution Control Act, the Dam 
Safety and Encroachments Act and the Solid Waste Management Act.  As described in 
more detail to follow, this network of laws and their associated regulations provides the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) with the tools it needs to 
comprehensively regulate everything associated with oil and gas development - from 
locating the well site, site preparation, drilling the well, fresh water withdrawals and 
water storage, wastewater management, and site restoration.   
 
I will talk about our program in much more detail later.  However, an overview is helpful 
at this point.  We have regulations governing well construction, i.e., cementing and 
casing rules.  Those are our so-called Chapter 78 regulations. We have regulations 
governing surface aspects of natural gas exploration and development as well.  That 
would include water disposal rules which prevent untreated flowback water from being 
released into our surface waters.  Those are our Total Dissolved Solids regulations which 
are codified in Chapter 95.  We have rules and regulations governing site development to 
control erosion and sedimentation.  There are rules regarding surface storage and 
impoundment as well as centralized flowback impoundments.  We have undertaken an 
initiative at DEP to encourage the use of non-freshwater for fracking including the use of 
Abandoned Mine Drainage water.  We also have a long history of air regulation in 
Pennsylvania and we have regulated air emissions aspects of oil and gas development for 
a long time.  
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With respect to surface and drinking water protection, Pennsylvania has shown it is 
ready, willing and able to act in other important, agile and decisive ways.  On April 19, 
2011, at the direction of Governor Tom Corbett, I called on all Marcellus Shale natural 
gas drilling operators to cease by May 19 delivering wastewater from shale gas extraction 
to 15 facilities that then accepted it under an exemption from being covered by the 2010 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) regulations.  The next day the industry publicly stated its 
commitment to compliance.  From what we can see today a dramatic sea change has 
occurred in Pennsylvania on this as we have virtually overnight gone from millions of 
gallons being delivered to those facilities and discharged to virtually none.  Our latest 
data is a dramatic demonstration of success. For the first six months of 2011, 1.977 
million gallons (or 47,087 barrels) were reported as having been sent to municipal 
treatment plants. For the second half of 2011, that total was reduced to a mere 17,136 
gallons or 408 barrels, a reduction of more than ten-thousand fold.   


Of course we are still in the process of verifying both from the supply side and the 
demand side and we will continue to do so as we are seeing full cooperation all of the 
time.  In that regard we sent a letter in July 2011 to approximately 88 drilling operators 
seeking their certification that they are no longer using any of the “grandfathered” 
facilities for wastewater from deep gas production.  On the demand side, several NPDES 
permits are in-house for renewal and those renewed permits, if appropriate, will contain 
specific numerical limits for total dissolved solids. 


Some Monday morning quarterbacks questioned DEP’s method, saying that it should 
have “ordered” compliance back in April.  But any orders would have likely resulted in 
protracted litigation.  We obtained compliance in 28 hours instead of 28 months and the 
data is proving it. 


In November 2011, DEP produced a White Paper on the potential use of Abandoned 
Mine Drainage water for fracking.  This White Paper generated national attention and the 
Pennsylvania Legislature is in the process now of moving a bill which would aid the 
process of moving that initiative forward. 


In March 2012, DEP published a revised general permit for the processing and beneficial 
reuse of liquid waste from oil and gas operations.  This is part of our constant emphasis 
on recycling of flowback water.  The general permit, GP-123, encourages using closed-
loop processes which reuse liquid waste after it has been treated or processed.  The 
General Permit also establishes water quality criteria that, if met, allow processed water 
to be managed, stored and transported as freshwater if it will be reused to fracture 
additional wells.  There are currently ten facilities operating under this general permit and 
ten more have applied.  Clearly, the industry is embracing recycling. 


The Pennsylvania Marcellus Shale Advisory Commission Report 
 
Pennsylvania Governor Corbett early on in his Administration created the Marcellus 
Shale Advisory Commission.  I was honored to be a member of the Governor’s Marcellus 
Shale Advisory Commission and co-chair of its Public Health, Safety & Environmental 
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Protection Subcommittee.  The commission assembled experts from within the 
environmental, conservation, state and local government, academic and natural gas 
industry communities and its charge was to identify, prioritize and craft a set of 
comprehensive strategic recommendations regarding the safe, efficient and 
environmentally responsible extraction and use of unconventional gas reserves in 
Pennsylvania.   
 
I can testify personally that the process itself was remarkable.  The commission’s 
approach was grounded in sound science, data and facts, not fiction, emotion or profits.   
I witnessed an amazing consensus building exercise among representatives of different 
backgrounds, outlooks and opinions.  The commission was transparent in its business.  
There were 5 full commission public meetings and 16 work group public meetings.  
There were 60 expert presentations and 100 citizen presentations.  There were hundreds 
of communications to the commission from the public.   
 
The final report of the commission is 137 pages long and contains 96 recommendations.  
About one-half of those recommendations were in the area of public health and safety.  
Those recommendations are implementable through three separate avenues: statute, DEP 
regulation, or DEP Policy/Guidance.  Many of the commission’s recommendations are 
already being implemented. 
 
Passage of Act 13 of 2012 
 
Much of the vision of the Marcellus Shale Advisory Commission’s recommendations ws 
enacted into law by Act 13 of 2012, which Governor Corbett signed on February 14, 
2012.  The provisions of Act 13, together with several other statutory provisions2, 
include, but are not limited to the following: 
 
World Class Standards For Unconventional Drilling and Development 
 


 Increase well bonding from $2,500 up to $10,000 
 Increase blanket bonds from $25,000 up to $600,000 
 Increase well setback distance from streams, rivers, ponds and other water bodies 


100 feet from the edge of the pad and 300 feet from the well head 
 Increase well setback distance from private water wells from 200 feet to 500 feet 


and to 1,000 feet from public drinking water systems 
 Expand a gas operator’s “presumed liability” for impairing water quality from 


1,000 feet to 2,500 feet from a gas well, and extend the duration of presumed 
liability from 6 months after well drilling to 12 months after well completion 


 Enable DEP to take action against bad actors in a more efficient manner 
 Requires DEP to inspect after installation of erosion and sedimentation controls 
 Requires real-time notice to DEP of critical stages of drilling operations 


 


                                                 
2 Act 127 of 2011 and Act 9 of 2012. 
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Enhancing and Protecting Our Natural Resources 
 


 Incent the utilization of non-freshwater sources for well development  
 Water Management Plans must be submitted with well permit applications 
 Condition a well permit based on its impact on public resources like parks, 


wildlife areas, natural landmarks, special plant and species habitat and other 
resources 


 Limit drilling activities within floodplains and prohibit where appropriate 
 Utilize state of the art management practices for well site construction and 


operation 
 
Protecting Public Health and Safety 
 


 Triple penalties for civil violations from $25,000 to $75,000 
 Increase daily penalties from $1,000/day to $5,000/day 
 Authorize DEP, rather than the Environmental Hearing Board, to assess civil 


penalties 
 Provide education to health care providers and the public on potential health 


impacts associated with drilling activities 
 Significantly expand the chemical disclosure requirements and specifically 


require even trade secret information to be provided immediately to health care 
professionals for the treatment of patients 


 Expand the Public Utility Commission oversight of pipeline safety standards and 
inspections3 


 Authorizes DEP to enter into contracts with well control specialists 
 The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA), under Act 13 of 


2012, will be doing the following: 
o Creating regional safety task forces 
o Establishing specialized team of emergency responders 
o Providing comprehensive training for local responders 


 Assign 911 addresses and GPS coordinates to well sites and facilities4 
 
Pennsylvania’s Act 13 Chemical Disclosure Law 


 
Much of the attention and discussion lately have been about the nature of chemical 
disclosure.  Pennsylvania’s disclosure law, which is contained within Act 13, is one of 
the most forward thinking and expansive disclosure laws in the nation. Our law was 
modeled after the Colorado disclosure law that was embraced by a broad spectrum of 
stakeholders including environmental groups such as the Environmental Defense Fund. 
Our law provides for disclosure through a publicly accessible web-based database known 
as FracFocus.org. The law provides for mandatory disclosure--even of proprietary 
information--to health care professionals for the purpose of diagnosis or treatment and 
immediately in an emergency.  These health care professionals can share the information 


                                                 
3 Act 127 of 2011. 
4 Act 9 of 2012. 
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with their patients, as well as other health care professionals as needed to care for the 
patient. Previously, there were no such disclosure requirements in Pennsylvania regarding 
health care professionals.   


 
The notion that some have spread that the law provides a “gag order” on health care 
professionals because there is a confidentiality provision which accompanies disclosure is 
untrue.  The confidentiality provision requires only the health care professionals’ use the 
information for treatment of a patient.  This issue is a red herring and my colleague 
Secretary of Health Dr. Eli Avila and the Pennsylvania Environmental Council (PEC) 
agree with me.   Secretary Avila has written that “one of the strong benefits of Act 13’s 
disclosure requirements is its proactive approach to ensuring that health care 
professionals have access to all information they may need to provide care for their 
patients.” A copy of Secretary Avila’s letter dated April 17, 2012 directed to Dr. Marilyn 
J. Heine of the Pennsylvania Medical Society is attached hereto as an Exhibit.   


 
The Pennsylvania Environmental Council, one of our Commonwealth’s longest standing 
and most respected environmental advocacy groups, has stated that Act 13’s disclosure 
provisions “ensure that medical professionals can quickly get direct access to chemical 
information for which trade secret protections have been claimed in cases where it’s 
needed for diagnosis or treatment of a patient. . . . [W]ithout such language, there’s 
nothing to guarantee that a doctor will be able to compel companies to turn over trade 
secret information quickly or even at all.”  PEC also said that Act 13’s provisions for 
confidentiality which call for the information to be used only for the purpose of medical 
care “replicates the same process that has been in place for the same purpose in other 
states and that has existed for decades in the federal Occupational Health and Safety Act 
(OSHA) and the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act 
(EPCRA).” 
 
Overview of Pennsylvania’s Existing Regulatory Programs 
 
Well Site Location 
 
Act 13 outlines the governing law now with respect to well site location, including 
setbacks.  The Dam Safety and Encroachments Act (32 P.S. §§ 693.1 et. seq) and the 
Clean Streams Law (35 P.S. §§ 691.1 et seq) also provide strictures where well sites may 
be located and how the site should be constructed. 
 
25 Pa. Code Chapter 105 (the Dam Safety and Encroachment regulations) requires well 
operators to obtain an encroachment permit if a well site or other support facility (such as 
an access road or water withdrawal pad) is located within a FEMA designated floodway.  If 
FEMA has not designated a floodway (as can be the case for small streams), the operator 
must obtain a permit if the facility will be within 50 feet of a stream.  For Chapter 105 
purposes, a stream is anything that has a defined bed and bank – this is much more 
inclusive than the Oil and Gas Act of 2012 provisions. 
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Site Development 
 
Developing a well site outside the location restrictions of the Oil and Gas Act of 2012 and 
the Dam Safety and Encroachments Act is regulated under the Clean Streams Law 
through the Department’s erosion and sediment control program.   
 
Stormwater runoff is the leading cause of stream impairment in Pennsylvania.  To 
address this problem, DEP has developed a comprehensive stormwater management 
program.  Pursuant to 25 Pa. Code Chapter 102, all earth disturbance activities must 
employ “best management practices” like silt fences and road side culverts to control 
erosion and manage stormwater.  Relative to building sites in floodplains, pits and 
impoundments used to store waste material may not be used if the bottom of the pit will 
be within 20 inches of the ground water table.  25 Pa. Code § 78.56.   In floodplains, the 
ground water table will be close to the surface and therefore, drilling wastes would need 
to be contained in tanks if a pit could not be used. 
 
If well site construction will disturb more than 5,000 square feet or has the potential to 
discharge sediment to High Quality or Exceptional Value waters (so classified pursuant 
to 25 Pa. Code Chapter 93), the operator must develop and implement an erosion and 
sediment control plan.  This E&S plan must be kept on site for review by DEP. If 
development of the well site, access roads and other related facilities will disturb 5 or 
more acres, the operator must obtain an erosion and sediment control permit before the 
site can be developed.   
 
Well Drilling 
 
Drilling any well – even a water well – has the potential to impact fresh groundwater.  
While this potential may exist, such an impact is not acceptable.  Protecting groundwater 
supplies is of utmost importance and the Oil and Gas Act of 2012, as amended by Act 13, 
is particularly strict in this regard.  If a well operator impacts a water supply (by pollution 
or diminution), they must restore or replace it and pay for any increased costs of 
maintaining or operating the replacement supply.  
 
As noted before, Act 13 increases the rebuttable presumption area and time.  Act 13 
provides that the gas operator’s “presumed liability” for impairing water quality extends 
to 2,500 feet from a gas well and the duration of presumed liability is 12 months. 
 
In fact, if an oil or gas well is drilled within 2,500 feet of a water supply and the water 
supply becomes polluted within 12 months of drilling, the operator is presumed to have 
caused the pollution unless they took a water sample that demonstrates the pollution was 
present before the oil or gas well was drilled.  Needless to say, taking a pre-drilling water 
sample from all supplies within 2,500 feet of a gas well should be a standard business 
practice. 
 
Of course, the goal is to avoid groundwater impacts in the first place.  To that end, in 2010, 
DEP promulgated new regulations that significantly strengthen our well construction 
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standards.  These are our Chapter 78 regulations.  These new regulations accomplish five 
things. 
 
First, the regulations will establish more stringent well construction standards for all new 
wells drilled in Pennsylvania.  Second, the regulations impose new requirements on 
operators to inspect existing wells and report their findings to the Department.  Third, the 
regulations codify existing case law on water supply replacement requirements and 
clearly describe an operator’s responsibilities if they contaminate or diminish a water 
supply.  Fourth, the regulations impose a duty on operators to investigate complaints of 
gas migration and to mitigate any hazards found in the course of the investigation.  
Finally, the regulations require reporting of chemicals used to hydraulically fracture 
wells. 
 
Of course the Chapter 78 chemical disclosure regulations have been substantially 
enlarged by Act 13 that includes one of the most aggressive chemical disclosure laws in 
the nation. 
 
Following is a brief description of the significant new requirements in 25 Pa. Code 
Chapter 78. 
 


I. New Well Drilling   
 


Properly cementing and casing a well is critical to preventing gas migration.  Prior to 
drilling a well, operators will now be required to develop a casing and cementing plan 
that shows how the well will be drilled and completed.  Use of centralizers (which keep 
the casing centered in the well bore) must be used at prescribed locations to insure that 
cement is evenly distributed between the casing and the well bore.  Cement meeting 
ASTM criteria for oil and gas wells must be used.  Documentation of the cement quality 
and cementing practices used at the well must be available for Department inspection. 
 
When cementing a well, if cement is not returned to the surface, the operator must install 
a second string of casing for an added layer of protection.  If cement is returned to the 
surface and the operator intends to only use surface casing (Marcellus operators typically 
use surface, intermediate and production casing), the operator must demonstrate that any 
gas, oil and produced fluids cannot leave the well bore. 
 
Used or welded casing must be pressure tested.  Casing strings attached to heavy duty 
blow-out preventers (such as Marcellus intermediate casing) must also be pressure tested. 
 


II. Existing Wells 
 
Operators must inspect all of their wells quarterly and report the findings of the 
inspections to the Department annually.  If defective casing, evidence of leaks, or if 
excessive pressure within the well bore is discovered, the operator must immediately 
notify the Department and take corrective action. 
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III. Water Supply Replacement  
 
A well operator who affects a public or private water supply by pollution or diminution 
must restore or replace the affected water supply with an alternate source of water 
adequate in quality and quantity for the purposes served by the supply. This replaced or 
restored water supply must meet the water quality standards established by the 
Pennsylvania Safe Drinking Water Act or the preexisting water quality if the water 
supply exceeded the Act’s water quality standards. 
 
Act 13 increased the presumption of liability for water supply contamination for 
unconventional wells. Unless rebutted, the Act presumes that an operator is responsible 
for pollution of a water supply if the affected water supply is 2,500 feet from an 
unconventional well and that pollution occurred within 12 months of the later of 
completion, drilling, stimulation or alteration of the unconventional well. 
 
Operators found to have impacted water supplies within the time and distance provisions 
of the presumption of liability must provide temporary potable water until the supplies 
are restored or replaced. 
 


IV. Gas Migration Response 
 
The new regulations impose a duty on operators to immediately investigate a gas 
migration complaint and to notify the Department if they receive such a complaint.  If 
natural gas is found at elevated levels (10% of the lower explosive limit) the operator 
must immediately notify emergency responders and initiate mitigation measures 
(including advisories and controlling access to the area). 
 
 V. Reporting Requirements 
 
I have already discussed Act 13’s bold new chemical disclosure requirements.  DEP’s 
existing regulations require operators to disclose the chemical additives and the 
hazardous constituents of those additives on a well by well basis.  While DEP has never 
observed any evidence that hydraulic fracturing has directly contaminated fresh 
groundwater despite tens of thousands of wells being “fracked” over the past several 
decades, mandating public disclosure of the chemicals used in the process should end 
much of the controversy surrounding the subject. 
 
Water Withdrawal  
 
While the volume of water to hydraulically fracture a Marcellus well is greater than the 
amount required to stimulate traditional wells in Pennsylvania, the Marcellus industry’s 
use of water is miniscule in comparison with other energy sources and other sources in 
general.   Marcellus fracking is the smallest major user in Pennsylvania using only 0.2% 
of the daily water withdrawn which ranks it ninth of the top nine water users in the state.    
Marcellus drilling uses approximately 1.9 million gallons per day (MGD).  This is in 
stark contrast to power plants which use 6.43 billion gallons per day (BGD).  Other major 
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uses include public water suppliers (1.42 BGD); industrial users (770 MGD); aquaculture 
(524 MGD); private water wells (152 MGD); mining (95.7 MGD); livestock (61.8 
MGD); and irrigation (24.3 MGD).  Thus, shale gas drilling is a very efficient energy 
production source measured as a function of water usage.   
 
I have attached a graphic, which was prepared by the PA Fish and Boat Commission, that 
dramatically illustrates this. 
 
There are three entities charged with protecting water quality by managing water 
withdrawals in Pennsylvania: the DEP, the Susquehanna River Basin Commission 
(SRBC) and the Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC).   
 
Indeed, let me digress for a moment to demonstrate how even a multi-state effort to try to 
regulate hydraulic fracturing has been ineffectual. I think the following story about an 
interstate compact illustrates why the individual states are far superior and more capable 
of regulating natural gas exploration within their own borders than an multi-state entity.  
 
DRBC has five members: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and the Army 
Corps of Engineers.   By fiat, the DRBC has declared a “moratorium” on hydraulic 
fracturing while it purports to develop its own regulations covering that practice within 
the entire basin.  Ignoring for the moment the questionable ground upon which a water 
withdrawal regulator can attempt to regulate land use and the practice of natural gas 
exploration, that “moratorium” covers several counties in Pennsylvania in which 
landowners want to proceed with extraction of their mineral property and where we have 
an effective regulatory program in place. 
 
The “moratorium” also stands in place even though hydraulic fracturing has been done 
safely in the United States and in Pennsylvania for over 60 years.  There are over 1.2 
million fracked wells.  The Pennsylvania DEP under my predecessor and me has shown 
that fracking can be done safely here.  The sitting EPA Administrator and Secretaries of 
Interior and Energy have all said that fracking has been done, is being done and can 
continue to be done safely.  None of them has called for a moratorium or endorsed that 
idea.  All of that led a major New York City paper’s editorial board to call for New York 
to “join the 21st century” and proceed with natural gas extraction in that state.  And, as I 
mentioned earlier, just the other day the State University of New York (SUNY) at 
Buffalo released a report which found that Pennsylvania regulations have been quite 
effective at reducing the impacts per well drilled and that there is a compelling case that 
Pennsylvania state oversight of oil and gas regulation has been effective.  And 
Pennsylvania Governor Corbett’s initiative with the new Act 13 has added even more 
protections such as increased setbacks, bonding, disclosure and environmental 
enforcement tools.  The SUNY Buffalo report further concludes that New York’s 
proposed regulations are sufficient and protective. 
 
The Susquehanna River Basin Commission imposed no moratorium there, nor did the 
Ohio River Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO) in the Ohio River basin.  DRBC staff 
has indeed undertaken a very deliberative approach having taken several years to develop 
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draft regulations that were subject to many rounds of public comment.  DRBC staff, who 
developed the regulations, felt they were protective.  After the deliberative process, 
DRBC put those draft regulations on the agenda for a vote by the Commission on 
Monday November 21, 2011.  On the eve of the meeting Delaware dispatched a letter 
dated November 17, positing supposed objections and there has been paralysis ever since.  
Mineral rights owners in Pennsylvania are frustrated and upset saying that their property 
is being taken with no factual or scientific justification and that one state has put a veto 
on the legitimate energy producing activities of a neighbor.  So frustrated and upset that 
they have hired legal counsel and a takings lawsuit against DRBC is a real possibility. 
 
As I have mentioned, oil and gas exploration and extraction have already provided huge 
economic benefits to Pennsylvania and the promise for the future is immense.  This is so 
right in the heart of the Delaware Valley.  The Philadelphia Inquirer reported on the huge 
savings already being realized in the Delaware Valley from reduced gas and electricity 
bills.  The employment/supply chain already includes significant inputs from the 
Delaware Valley; just ask companies like West Chester based, employee owned 
Schramm and Berwyn based ModSpace.  We have also seen that Pennsylvania’s and our 
nation’s oil and natural gas resources may hold the key to reinvigorating one or more of 
our southeastern Pennsylvania refineries and/or the petrochemical industry here.  Energy 
Transfer Partners’ recent acquisition of Sunoco – coupled with a strong statement on its 
commitment to Marcellus Shale-related activity – is another tangible example of this 
opportunity benefiting southeastern Pennsylvania. 
 
We do want to engage with Delaware and all the partners of the DRBC to have the 
regulations approved by DRBC.  In fact we have come a very long way since the letter of 
November 17 on the topics it raised.  I have reached out to my counterpart in Delaware, 
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) Secretary Collin 
O’Mara, to offer to come visit him and his experts with my experts and to have all of us 
visit some natural gas development sites so that we can focus on showing how the points 
and questions raised in the letter of November 17, 2011 are addressed so that we can 
move forward. 
 
DEP is on the forefront of protecting headwaters of the Commonwealth’s streams in 
areas outside the Basin Commission jurisdiction by requiring operators to adhere to water 
management plans which governs their water withdrawal practices.  
 
The water management plan is based on low flow conditions and describes where water 
will be withdrawn how much water will be needed and the amount of water that will be 
taken at any one time.  Evaluation of the plan involves looking both upstream and 
downstream to assess cumulative impacts, taking into account all other withdrawals and 
discharges and their impact on the resource, particularly during low flow periods.    
 
Generally speaking, if the water withdrawal is less than 10 percent of the natural or 
continuously augmented 7-day, 10-year low flow (Q7-10) of the stream or river, a passby 
(a restriction on the ability to take water during low flow conditions) will not be required.  
Q7-10 is the lowest average, consecutive 7-day flow that would occur with a frequency 
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or recurrence interval of one in ten years. A 10-year low flow event has a 10 percent 
chance of occurring in any one year. Accepted hydrologic practices must be used to 
determine the Q7-10 flow.5 
 
Once approved, the plan is valid for each location for five years.  Although the 
Commonwealth has ample water resources, operators will need to cooperate to make sure 
that access to water is available as more and more plans are submitted for headwater 
streams. 
 
Water and Wastewater Storage 
 
Once an operator gets the water needed to fracture a well, the question becomes where to 
put it?  Even more important is figuring out where to put the wastewater that returns to 
the surface. A new development with Marcellus wells is the advent of centralized 
impoundments.  Unlike pits located immediately adjacent to the well, centralized 
impoundments use dam like structures to hold enough water to service multiple wells 
over an extended period of time.  These impoundments can store freshwater, and more 
increasingly, flowback from a hydraulic fracturing job. 
 
Under DEP’s dam safety regulations, small freshwater impoundments – similar to a 
farmer’s pond - do not need a permit.  However, Marcellus impoundments can hold over 
15 million gallons and if they store wastewater, must be permitted and constructed 
according to DEP standards.  Key standards include two impervious 40 mil liners with a 
leak detection zone and groundwater monitoring wells around the impoundment.  
Impoundments located where a breach could threaten public safety must undergo a much 
more stringent engineering review.  
 
Wastewater Management 
 
The most significant issue facing Marcellus operators today is wastewater treatment and 
disposal.  Operators report that approximately 15% of the water used to stimulate a well 
is returned to the surface during the initial flowback period.  The Department has seen an 
increase in reuse of this wastewater – industry-wide approximately 80% of the flowback 
is used on another hydraulic fracturing job.  Thus, the total volume of wastewater that 
must be disposed is a small fraction of the volume needed to stimulate the well.   
 
Still, flowback from Marcellus hydraulic fracturing jobs contain pollutants of concern – 
particularly high levels of dissolved salts.  Indeed, flowback water is several times saltier 
than sea water.  Thus, Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) represent a growing concern for the 
Commonwealth’s waterways and the Department has developed a proactive strategy to 
address this concern before widespread impacts are felt.   
 


                                                 
5 Policy No. 2003-01 Guidelines For Using and Determining Passby Flows and Conservation 


Releases For Surface-Water and Ground-Water Withdrawal Approvals, November 8, 2002. 
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The best solution for disposing of high TDS wastewater is deep well injection.  
Unfortunately, the best geology in Pennsylvania for this method of waste disposal is 
being used for gas storage. Exploration for new injection sites is ongoing but not 
commercially available yet.    
 
Therefore, the current preference for flowback water disposal is through existing DEP 
approved wastewater treatment plants.  These plants typically do not have the technology 
necessary to remove TDS from the effluent and instead rely on dilution.  The DEP’s 
recently promulgated Chapter 95 regulations completely address the cumulative impacts 
of oil and gas wastewater discharges.  
 
This new rule is the first of its kind in the country and limits the discharge of TDS from 
new or expanded facilities that take oil and gas wastewater to drinking water standards.  
This means that new discharges cannot exceed 250 mg/l for chlorides and that drinking 
water supplies will never be impaired because of oil and gas drilling. The process of 
eliminating the TDS will also remove radium – which has been the subject of recent 
articles.  Thus, in addition to reducing the contaminants discharged to our streams, the 
new Chapter 95 rule will increase the use or recycled water, promote the development of 
alternative forms of disposal and perhaps promote the use of alternative sources of 
fracking fluid.    
 
Drinking Water Protection 
 
I outlined in my April 6, 2011 letter to EPA Region III Administrator Garvin, which is 
attached as an exhibit, that over the past three years the Commonwealth has been very 
pro-active in protecting potential sources of drinking water.  The April 6, 2011 letter is 
attached as an Exhibit.  In addition to the Chapter 95 TDS regulations discussed above, 
there are other measures being implemented.  DEP recently announced the results of our 
in-stream water quality monitoring for radioactive material in seven of the 
Commonwealth's rivers.  All samples showed levels at or below the normal naturally 
occurring background levels of gross alpha and gross beta radiation.  Those tests were 
conducted in November and December of 2010 at stations downstream of wastewater 
treatment plants that accept flowback and production water from Marcellus Shale 
drilling.  These sampling stations were installed last fall specifically for the purpose of 
monitoring stream quality for potential impacts from unconventional gas drilling 
operations.  The raw water river samples were collected above public water suppliers’ 
intakes where the water receives further treatment.  
 
The seven river testing stations are located at the Monongahela at Charleroi in 
Washington County; South Fork Ten Mile Creek in Greene County; Conemaugh in 
Indiana County; Allegheny at Kennerdell in Venango County; Beaver in Beaver County; 
Tioga in Tioga County; and the West Branch of the Susquehanna in Lycoming County.  
These stations were chosen because of their proximity to public water supply intakes and 
at the time, were located downstream of facilities permitted to or proposing to discharge 
oil and gas wastewater.  Future monitoring will include monthly sampling at the 
Monongahela; South Fork Ten Mile; Allegheny; and Beaver sites and every other month 
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at the remaining three sites.  Moreover, gross alpha and gross beta testing was added to a 
second water quality network station on the Monongahela, in March 2011.  This site is 
further downstream in Allegheny County.  All of the results will be frequently evaluated 
and available to the public via EPA’s Modernized STORET database. 
 
There is more.  Pennsylvania DEP has taken measures to have additional monitoring of 
finished water at 14 public water supplies with surface water intakes downstream from 
wastewater treatment facilities that accept Marcellus wastewater.  On March 11, 2011, 
under Pennsylvania regulation 25 Pa. Code §109.302, we directed a letter to public water 
suppliers that have surface water intakes located downstream of one or more facilities 
that are accepting Marcellus wastewater to immediately conduct testing of radionuclides 
(i.e., radioactivity) and other parameters including TDS, pH, alkalinity, chloride, sulfate 
and bromide.  A copy of that letter and the list of recipients is attached hereto as an 
Exhibit. 
 
In addition, Pennsylvania DEP, on March 18, 2011, under Pennsylvania regulation 25 Pa. 
Code §92a.61(g), sent letters to 25 Publicly Owned Treatment Works and Centralized 
Waste Treatment facilities that currently accept this wastewater calling for immediate 
twice monthly effluent monitoring for radionuclides and other parameters including TDS, 
pH, alkalinity, chloride, sulfate, bromide, gross alpha, radium 226 & 228, and uranium. 
 
I have already discussed earlier the DEP’s April 19, 2011 call to all Marcellus Shale 
natural gas drilling operators to cease by May 19 delivering wastewater from shale gas 
extraction to 15 facilities that then accepted it under an exemption from being covered by 
the 2010 Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) regulations and the dramatic response to that 
initiative.  Also, I have already discussed the Abandoned Mine Drainage White Paper and 
our new General Permit 123. 
 
Air Quality Impacts 
 
Of course, it has been recognized that combustion of natural gas as either a fuel for 
generating electricity or a transportation fuel can have very beneficial impacts on air 
quality.  With that being said, Pennsylvania is proactive in minimizing any potential 
adverse air impacts from extracting this resource. 
 
Through the leadership of state-implemented air programs like Pennsylvania’s, the air in 
the United States and in Pennsylvania has steadily become cleaner over the past few 
decades which is borne out by EPA air trend data and DEP air monitoring data. In 
February 2010, the EPA released the report Our Nation’s Air, Status and Trends through 
2008.  EPA’s report notes that improving nationwide air quality trends have been 
observed.  Significant reductions were seen for six common air pollutants, including: 
ground-level ozone, particulates, lead, nitrogen dioxide (NO2), carbon monoxide (CO) 
and sulfur dioxide (SO2).  Toxic air pollutants have seen a 40% total reduction from 1990 
to 2005.  EPA states that the NOx SIP Call and the Acid Rain Program have contributed 
to significant decreases in atmospheric deposition improving visibility and water quality 
of lakes and streams. 
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Pennsylvania has a very comprehensive and robust set of air quality regulations and we 
have administered that program with great success for over 25 years.  Actual extraction 
operations are subject to a host of existing permitting requirements.  Those permit 
requirements, whether a general permit or an individual permit, require the use of 
technologies which control air emissions. 
 
DEP took the proactive step of launching a short-term ambient air quality sampling 
initiative in the southwest, northeast and north-central regions of Pennsylvania in April 
2010.  This initiative focused on natural gas extraction stages including drilling 
operations, fracking operations where wastewater was being produced, the flaring of gas 
for production and gas compression facilities.  
 
Although concentrations of certain natural gas constituents were detected, DEP did not 
identify concentrations of any compound that would likely trigger air-related health 
issues associated with Marcellus Shale drilling activities.  DEP also tested for carbon 
monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide and ozone, but did not detect concentrations 
above National Ambient Air Quality Standards at any of the sampling sites.  DEP is 
currently developing a protocol for a long-term sampling effort.  Additionally, DEP has 
the authority to develop a comprehensive emissions inventory. Such data will allow the 
Department to develop an accurate inventory to support air quality planning activities 
including state implementation plans to achieve and maintain the health-based federal 
standards such as ozone, fine particulate matter and the recently promulgated short term 
nitrogen dioxide and sulfur dioxide standards.  
 
DEP is now implementing several studies of what, if any, longer term air impacts there 
might be from oil and natural gas exploration and extraction activities. 
 
Enforcement 
 
I have already outlined how Act 13 increased penalties for violators and given DEP new 
tools for enforcement.  Pennsylvania DEP has been very strong on enforcement of rules 
and regulations in this industry.  DEP has shown its agility and decisiveness on the 
enforcement front in issuing two cease and desist orders as a team within hours when it 
was appropriate to do so.  In one case we issued a “cease drilling order” for non-
Marcellus well drilling and in the other case we ordered a stop to pre-drilling well pad 
preparatory activities which were resulting in sediment being released into a nearby 
stream upstream of one of the various water intakes of a local water authority.  In the 
latter case we received a letter of thanks from the local water authority for DEP’s 
“immediate” and “prompt response” in doing so.  The water authority went on to write 
“[t]his situation has reinforced our belief that the interest and importance of our water 
source is of utmost importance to all and that Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection works hard to sustain this valuable resource”. 
 
In response to the April 20, 2011 well equipment failure and resultant loss of control of a 
well in Leroy Township, Bradford County, DEP issued a notice of violation (NOV) just 
two days later dated April 22, 2011 in which it required the operator to answer many 
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questions about the incident itself and its root cause and insisting that the company 
remain on stand-down from well development activities until it could provide DEP 
technical personnel sufficient assurances that there would be no repeat of the event there 
or elsewhere.  DEP also asked the following important question: why it took nearly 12 
hours to address the uncontrolled release of fluids from the well.  After three weeks in 
which the company was in stand-down mode, our technical staff did report to me that 
they had been provided adequate assurances and the company then did restart well 
development operations.  However, we have more.  We now have a commitment by the 
operator that it will from now on engage and use local well control professionals in the 
very unlikely event that a future well control incident at one of its wells would occur in 
Pennsylvania.  DEP had not asked for that particular measure in its April 22, 2011 NOV 
but we insisted on this during subsequent discussions and we achieved it. 
 
DEP announced in 2011 more than $1 million in penalties against an operator to address 
violations in Bradford and Washington Counties.  Through two Consent Orders and 
Agreement (COA) with Chesapeake, DEP collected $900,000 for contaminating private 
water supplies in Bradford County, $200,000 of which must be donated to the 
department’s well plugging fund; and another $188,000 for the February 23, 2011 tank 
fire at a drilling site in Avella, Washington County.  The Bradford County matter was the 
highest single penalty ever assessed against any oil and gas operator in the history of the 
program.  In the Washington County matter, the fines assessed were the highest allowed 
by the Oil and Gas Act. 
 
The United States Department of Energy (DOE) Shale Gas Production 
Subcommittee August 2011 Ninety-Day Report 
 
Before I close I would like to take a minute to discuss the DOE Subcommittee Report on 
Shale Gas Production.  In August 2011 the Shale Gas Subcommittee of the United States 
Secretary of Energy Advisory Board issued its “Ninety-Day Report.”  The board was 
charged “with identifying measures that can be taken to reduce the environmental impact 
and improve the safety of shale gas production.”  It is no coincidence that the sitting 
Pennsylvania DEP Secretary and my immediate past two predecessors were asked to 
participate in that process.  The report contains many conclusions and observations that 
show Pennsylvania is out in front.   
 
The DOE report recognizes the significant contribution domestic natural gas is and will 
play in the future in domestic energy supply.  It recognizes that real jobs have been 
created in the sector.   
 
The DOE report touts the adoption of best practices for well construction, especially 
casing and cementing.  Pennsylvania’s Chapter 78 regulations cover that topic and the 
industry and the department have been in ongoing discussions on that topic for some 
time.    
 
The DOE report recognizes what I discussed at the beginning of this testimony, i.e., the 
gap between real science and experience and perception regarding drilling and production 
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of domestic natural gas.   In that regard the DOE report acknowledges the small or 
minimal risk that fracking itself poses to groundwater.  At the same time it notes the need 
to protect groundwater resources.  I have discussed the lengths that Pennsylvania is 
already going in that regard. 
 
The DOE Report recognizes the need to maintain collaborative relationships among 
industry, regulators and the public.   The Report suggests there be collaboration among 
industry and government and the public to educate and gather real data regarding 
experience as we move forward.  This is an effort that we have been undertaking in 
Pennsylvania for a long time. 
 
The DOE Report, as did our Shale Advisory Commission, notes that local impacts should 
be considered and accounted for.   
 
The DOE Report pointed out the useful role that STRONGER plays.  Pennsylvania’s 
Deputy Secretary for Oil and Gas is now on the Board of Directors of STRONGER. 
 
The DOE Report also notes as an important issue the potential air related issues 
associated with this resource and recommends that data be developed to get a handle on 
that topic and that it be dealt with so as to avoid negative air pollution impacts from the 
extraction of this resource.  I have already discussed Pennsylvania’s multi-faceted 
approach in that area. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony here today.  Pennsylvania’s program 
is multi-faceted, transparent and very protective.  As you can see, the states are the right 
regulators of hydraulic fracturing, not the federal government.  The law, the history and 
the facts bear that out. 
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b)     Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being updated from staff feedback.  A

new draft should be available by the end of this week.
CRA letter writing campaign, see letter attached.   
PA Secretary Michael Krancer Testimonies:  On fracking before House
Committee on Oversight and the Subcommittee on Technology,
Information etc. (Rep. Lankford).  The topic:  Rhetoric vs. Reality: Does
President Obama Really Support an "All-of-the-Above Energy
Strategy?  The Committee hearing was broad and covered all topics. 
The Subcommittee hearing focused on hydraulic fracturing. At Rep.
Lankford's request he covered the new BLM proposed rules and the
new EPA permitting guidance re fracking with diesel fuel.  Testimonies
attached; Press:
http://campaign2012.washingtonexaminer.com/blogs/beltway-
confidential/penn-obama-back/572936

 
2.       Healthcare: All states have received the report.  Individual state calls can be

set up to go through the report.  A new draft will be forwarded to state
before the Scottsdale Healthcare Symposium to review in our staff only
sessions. 

3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft of the report is being written. Special thanks to
states who have forwarded edits and again, thanks to GA and TN for their
hard work.  A draft will be forwarded to states prior to the Scottsdale
Education Symposium. 

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform.

http://campaign2012.washingtonexaminer.com/blogs/beltway-confidential/penn-obama-back/572936
http://campaign2012.washingtonexaminer.com/blogs/beltway-confidential/penn-obama-back/572936


 
 

c)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               

 
8. US Chamber of Commerce :: State-by-State breakdown of IP Jobs, GDP
and Wages
 
Marie,

 

I am pleased to share with you a first-of-its-kind economic study, titled “IP Creates Jobs for America”

from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Global Intellectual Property Center (GIPC). We have prepared

this report to illustrate the widespread impact and importance of intellectual property as it relates to

each state’s jobs, economic growth and competiveness. This study identifies the benefits of IP and the

55 million jobs directly and indirectly supported by IP-intensive industries as a significant driver of GDP,

exports, and wages in every state of the Union. 

 

To see the benefits of intellectual property in your specific state, please click HERE.
 
Would you be willing to push this out to Governors offices and their staff?
 

Thanks for any help you can be here.

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey
http://www.ipcreatesjobs.com/


 
 

http://www.ipcreatesjobs.com/
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Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Sunday, June 03, 2012 7:43 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie ; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier
(McConnell); White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: 6/4 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 6/4 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     RGPPC Events:  Registration extended until 6/7.  
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov

The Honorable 

United States Senator





Dear Senator:



The Utility MACT rule recently promulgated by the EPA has caused unwarranted economic duress and potential electricity reliability issues in exchange for negligible public-health and environmental benefits.  As Governor of FILL IN STATE, I have responsibility for ensuring reliable power for all FILL IN STATE as well as regulatory certainty with proper cost-benefit analysis for our job creators.  Thankfully, your colleague, Senator Jim Inhofe, has drafted legislation to repeal this unfortunate digression from sound governance. I ask that you support Senate Joint Resolution 37 under the Congressional Review Act (CRA).  Your vote is essential in getting the simple majority required for this measure to pass, thus repealing the over burdensome and duplicative Utility MACT rule.  



According to the National Economic Research Associates (NERA), Utility MACT will cost 180,000 to 215,000 jobs nationwide by 2015. In FILL IN STATE, we expect to lose FILL IN JOB STATISTICS.  After the execution of this rule with all of the unnecessary roadblocks to continued economic recovery to follow, EPA estimates only $500,000 to $6 million in benefits related to mercury and is unable to quantify or value the health benefits of the other air toxics regulated by Utility MACT.  The $500,000 to $6 million in benefits stands in stark contrast to the nearly $10 billion in annual costs that EPA estimates in connection with the Utility MACT rule. 



The people of the state of FILL IN STATE cannot afford another burdensome regulation with few co-benefits.  Our electricity grid cannot be further strained by plant-closures catalyzed by an unnecessary rule.  Most importantly, our public-health is not significantly improved by this rule.  EPA’s analysis shows us that over 99 percent of the benefits from the rule come from reducing fine particulate matter (PM2.5), not air toxics. But EPA also states that “[over 90 percent] of the PM2.5-related benefits associated with [Utility MACT] occur below the level of the [NAAQS].”



Environmental protection is a non-partisan issue; all citizens want clean air and water and reliable and affordable energy.  However, despite the many successes of the last several decades in clean air and water, this administration seems to seek negligible environmental “progress” in order to pursue a regulatory agenda that only adds to the hurdles faced by citizens and business alike as we climb out of the aftermath of a major recession. 



Thank you for your time and consideration.   



Sincerely,







Governor 
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Rhetoric vs. Reality:  Does President Obama Really Support an  
“All–of-the-Above” Energy Strategy? 


 
Testimony of 


Michael L. Krancer 
Secretary 


Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection 


Before the United States House of Representatives 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 


Thursday, May 31, 2012 
 
 


Members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony on behalf of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. 
 
We are blessed in Pennsylvania to have a very diverse energy generation portfolio: coal, nuclear, 
natural gas, wind, solar and more. Pennsylvania truly is an energy capital of the country. We 
have a true “all of the above” energy strategy in Pennsylvania. We are also blessed in this 
country to have a very diverse domestic energy production portfolio. The United States has all of 
the resources right here to be the energy production leader of the world. 
 
And make no mistake about it: Energy equals jobs. Every economy needs the most affordable 
and plentiful energy it can have to sustain itself and to grow. Energy demand is projected to 
increase 50% worldwide in the next 20 years. The majority of that growth will come from the 
developing world. 80% of that increased demand will have to be met with hydrocarbon-based 
energy. This presents us with a daunting task and a tremendous opportunity because we have 
tremendous domestic energy resources right here in Pennsylvania and in America. You really 
need ask just three basic questions: (1) do we want energy; (2) do we have it here; and (3) who 
can develop it in a more environmentally sensitive manner than we here in America? 
 
We have a great domestic energy resource right in Pennsylvania and other states around us—
natural gas. The supply we have right here is huge, and the technology to enable us to get it in a 
safe and environmentally protective manner is here. This fuel is available, abundant, domestic, 
clean and cheap. And this fuel can provide the path to cleaner air in our urban areas where 
vehicles now fueled with largely imported oil are the main source of air contaminants.  The 
department I lead oversees the safe development of natural gas.   
 
Pennsylvania’s natural gas extraction has dramatically increased over the past few years, and we 
are delivering huge amounts of cheap clean fuel to Americans because of our ability to know our 
state and regulate and oversee the safe conduct of this activity within our state better than 
anyone. The Energy Information Administration reported on May 23, 2012, that natural gas 
production in Pennsylvania has quadrupled since 2009, averaging now nearly 3.5 billion cubic 
feet per day in 2011. See http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.cfm?id=6390. A copy of the 
dramatic chart from the EIA is attached as an exhibit. This has, in turn, resulted in what PJM, the 
largest competitive electric power grid operator covering 13 states and the District of Columbia 
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from New Jersey to Illinois and over 51,000,000 consumers, has called a massive increase in 
future gas powered electricity generation.  In fact, the PJM capacity auction of May 2012 cleared 
nearly 5 GW of new gas fired generation capacity.  Low gas and electric utility rates for 
consumers is only one side of the story. The promise for the future is even brighter, as this and 
other domestic energy sources can unlock an economic renaissance that America can lead.  
 
However, it is distressing to see on the federal level actions that show that there is not a similar 
commitment to, or even a focus on, an “all of the above” strategy toward domestic energy 
resources. We also see federal policies and actions which seem to be geared toward picking 
selected winners and losers in the energy generation market instead of policies which foster a 
true “all of the above” energy extraction and utilization process. We in Pennsylvania have been 
frustrated to see at the federal level a negative attitude, even hostility, toward development of 
domestic energy resources, especially certain resources like coal. We see this manifested in 
many respects including, but not limited to, our interactions with the federal government in the 
following areas: 
 


 EPA’s and other federal agency’s treatment of and intervention in hydraulic fracturing 


 The Army Corps of Engineers’ increased intervention into infrastructure projects such as 
natural gas pipelines 


 Federal air regulations, such as NAAQS, Utility MACT, the Cross-State Transport Rule 
and regulation of carbon dioxide  


 EPA’s course for the treatment of coal residuals 


 EPA’s treatment of coal mining-related water discharge permits 


 The federal government’s inability or unwillingness to deal with the issue of disposal of 
waste from nuclear power plants 


I look forward to discussing each of these items in more detail and answering your questions. 
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Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on behalf 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Environmental Protection.  
 
I have been asked to address how Pennsylvania’s environmental protection programs 
oversee and regulate the exploration and extraction of natural gas to ensure that the 
activity is done in an environmentally sensitive way.  Suffice it to say that Pennsylvania’s 
programs are comprehensive and robust and they are working.  The outside experts agree 
on that. 
 
I have also been asked to say a few words about the newest federal forays into regulation 
of hydraulic fracturing, namely the draft EPA Permitting Guidance for Oil and Gas 
Hydraulic Fracturing Activities Using Diesel Fuels and the Department of the Interior’s 
Bureau of Land Management’s (DOI BLM) draft regulations for fracking on federally 
managed or Indian lands. 
 
There is no question that states can do and are doing a better job regulating the oil and 
gas extraction technique of hydraulic fracturing within their borders than the federal 
government could do.  No “one size fits all” is applicable in this field.  Each state is 
different and has different geography, topography, geology, hydrogeology and 
meteorology.  In fact, the states in which hydraulic fracturing has and is taking place have 
been regulating that activity for many years already.  The states are light-years ahead of 
the federal government in terms of experience and know how about their own individual 
states and about the science and technique of hydraulic fracturing.   
 
Pennsylvania’s natural gas extraction has dramatically increased over the past few years 
and we are delivering huge amounts of cheap clean fuel to Americans because of our 
ability to know our state and regulate and oversee the safe conduct of this activity within 
our state better than anyone.  The Energy Information Administration reported on May 
23, 2012 that natural gas production in Pennsylvania has quadrupled since 2009 
averaging now nearly 3.5 billion cubic feet per day in 2011. See 
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http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.cfm?id=6390.  A copy of the dramatic chart 
from the EIA is attached as an Exhibit.   
 
This has, in turn, resulted in what PJM, the largest competitive electric power grid 
operator covering 13 states and the District of Columbia from New Jersey to Illinois and 
over 51,000,000 consumers, has called a massive increase in future gas powered 
electricity generation.  In fact, the PJM capacity auction of May 2012 cleared nearly 5 
gigawatts (GW) of new gas fired generation capacity.  Low gas and electric utility rates 
for consumers is only one side of the story.  The promise for the future is even brighter as 
this and other domestic energy sources can unlock an economic renaissance that America 
can lead.  
 
I can tell you unequivocally that the federal government could not have implemented and 
executed what we have done, and done very well, right here in Pennsylvania.   
 
I was encouraged to hear that EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson said to an audience at 
Richard Stockton College of New Jersey in February 2012 that states are right to take the 
lead on the issue of regulating hydraulic fracturing and that regulation of hydraulic 
fracturing does not need to be federalized.  However, it seems that EPA’s actions and 
attitude recently have not been consistent with its Administrators words.  Also, other 
parts of the federal administration have sought to interpose on the state’s role as primary 
regulator of natural gas exploration and extraction via hydraulic fracturing. 
 
This perceived need to layer federal regulation on top of an already comprehensive state 
regulatory program is completely unfounded.  I say unfounded because both the federal 
government and independent, impartial organizations have concluded that states, and 
Pennsylvania in particular, are appropriately and professionally managing this important 
industry. 
 
Indeed, the head of EPA’s Drinking Water Program said publicly in 2010 that “I have no 
information that states aren’t doing a good job already [regulating fracking].”  That is 
certainly the case for Pennsylvania.   Also, our regulatory program was recently 
evaluated by the independent, non-profit, multi-stakeholder State Review of Oil and 
Natural Gas Environmental Regulations organization (STRONGER) and received 
positive marks.  STRONGER was recently recognized by the United States Department 
of Energy Shale Gas Subcommittee’s August 2011 draft report on Shale Gas 
development as an “exceptionally meritorious” mechanism for improving the availability 
and usefulness of shale gas information among constituencies.  According to 
STRONGER, “the Pennsylvania program is, over all, well-managed, professional and 
meeting its program objectives.”   I would go beyond that and say that Pennsylvania has 
done an exceptional job managing the new challenges that shale gas development 
presents while allowing our citizens to enjoy the enormous benefits created by this 
industry. 
 
On May 15, 2012, the State University of New York at Buffalo’s Shale Resources and 
Society Institute released a comprehensive study which found that Pennsylvania’s 
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program and regulations have been quite effective at reducing the impacts per well drilled 
and that there is a compelling case that Pennsylvania state oversight of oil and gas 
regulation has been effective.  The SUNY Buffalo study was extremely comprehensive 
and considered the period of 2008, when unconventional gas exploration was in its early 
stages in Pennsylvania, through mid-2011.  The study found, among other things, that 
environmental incidences declined 60 percent between 2008 and August 2011.  This, says 
the report, is “a rather notable indicator of improvement by the industry and oversight by 
the regulators.”  A copy of the SUNY Buffalo Study is attached hereto as an Exhibit.  
This, of course, reinforces, confirms and brings forward in time the conclusions of the 
2010 STRONGER report which, as mentioned before, concluded that the Pennsylvania 
program is well-managed, professional and meeting its program objectives. 
 
One of the primary areas of concern which has been raised about state regulation is in the 
area of groundwater and drinking water protection.  There has been a misconception that 
the hydraulic fracturing of wells can or has caused contamination of water wells.  This is 
false.  First, hydraulic fracturing is only a temporary feature of natural gas development 
which lasts a few days.  Hydraulic fracturing of wells is not new in Pennsylvania; it has 
been going on here since about the 1950s and has been standard practice since about the 
1980s.   Tens of thousands of wells have been hydraulically fractured in Pennsylvania 
without any indication that groundwater quality has been impacted. 
 
Our decades of successful state experience is backed up by federal claims as well.  In 
2010, the head of EPA’s drinking water program, Steve Heare, said that despite claims by 
environmental organizations, he had not seen any documented cases that the hydro-
fracking process was contaminating water supplies. EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson said 
the exact same thing in her May 24, 2011 testimony before the U.S. House Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform.  In a January 2010 article in Platts Gas Daily, Energy 
Secretary Steven Chu said that hydraulic fracturing is safe and lawmakers should be 
cautious in their efforts to restrict it. My predecessor, former DEP Secretary John Hanger, 
told Reuters in October 2010 that “Pennsylvania has not had one case in which the fluids 
used to break off the gas from 5,000 to 8,000 feet underground have returned to 
contaminate groundwater.”   
 
Dimock, Pennsylvania has become somewhat of a center of attention with respect to 
natural gas exploration and state/federal relations.  Even the original May 2011 limited 
Duke Study of Dimock, Susquehanna County, water sample reports confirmed there was 
no evidence of fracking fluids in any sample from any of the 68 wells they tested. The 
study states, “[w]e found no evidence for contamination of drinking-water samples with 
deep brines or fracturing fluids.”  And, more recently, from about January 2012 to May 
2012, the federal EPA has conducted its own testing of private water supply wells in 
Dimock.  EPA has conducted four rounds of sampling covering 61 homes.  Each 
sampling result showed no levels of contaminants which would pose a health threat or as 
EPA put it, “the results gave no cause for either ‘immediate’ or ‘further action.’” 
 
Our ability to unlock the huge clean burning energy source contained in unconventional 
shale formations has transformed Pennsylvania into an energy exporter and will 
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ultimately move our nation toward energy self-sufficiency.   In addition, we are looking 
at an economic and energy transformation.  We have already seen tens of thousands of 
new jobs here in Pennsylvania from the industry itself as well as from new industries 
spawned to support it.  These are good paying career jobs in many fields.  And that is just 
the start.  There will be hundreds of thousands more good paying skilled and unskilled 
jobs in a variety of sectors. 
 
Oil and natural gas exploration and extraction have already provided huge economic 
benefits to Pennsylvania and the promise for the future is immense.  Not only the promise 
of cheap clean fuel but also a key to the renaissance of the American petrochemical 
industry as well.  Shell Chemicals in June announced that it is developing plans to 
possibly build a world-scale ethylene cracker with integrated derivative units in the 
Marcellus Shale region of Pennsylvania in Monaca, Beaver County.  The cracker 
processes ethane from natural gas into ethylene, one of the primary inputs for a host of 
everyday products.  It is no coincidence that Shell is looking right here in Pennsylvania to 
possibly build that cracker plant.  As Shell said, “US natural gas is abundant and 
affordable.”   
 
This story is not limited to southwestern Pennsylvania.  In the Philadelphia area we are 
also seeing that Pennsylvania’s and our nation’s oil and natural gas resources may hold 
the key to reinvigorating one or more of our southeastern Pennsylvania refineries and/or 
the petrochemical industry. The crude oil from the Bakken Shale formation in the 
Midwest may provide the game-changer which turns the Philadelphia refinery’s 
economics around saving thousands of jobs.  Also, Energy Transfer Partners’ recent 
acquisition of Sunoco – coupled with a strong statement on its commitment to Marcellus 
Shale-related activity – is another tangible example of this opportunity benefiting 
southeastern Pennsylvania.  
 
While interest in the economic and energy possibilities of the Marcellus is high, my job is 
to protect public safety and the environment and to do so based on sound science and not 
fiction or fear.  Unfortunately, we have seen some examples of very suspect science 
lately in this area.  There are many examples but let me point out four prominent ones: 
(1) the May 2011 Duke University Paper regarding methane in Pennsylvania water wells 
in Dimock; (2) the April 2011 Robert Howarth Paper regarding Greenhouse Gases and 
Marcellus Shale; (3) the April 16, 2011 United States House of Representatives 
Democrats Report, “Chemicals Used In Hydraulic Fracturing” and; (4) EPA’s 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reporting From The Petroleum and Natural Gas Industry: 
Background Technical Support Document, 2010. 
 
Our experts as well as other experts are studying all these materials, and I will not 
belabor all the deficiencies with these various reports here but I will highlight a few.   
 
The Duke paper seems to be based on only a few selected samples in a specific area with 
previously documented problems, i.e., Dimock Township in Susquehanna County, 
Pennsylvania.  This would indicate that the study itself is statistically and technically 
biased.  Also, the fact is that the methane in the area being seen is the product of the 
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shallower, Upper Devonian formation which is about 1,000 to 3,000 feet deep, not the 
deeper shale formations which are about 7,000 feet deep.  Yet the Paper improperly 
attempts to link the source to the deeper Marcellus Shale.  The authors of the study have 
inexplicably declined DEP’s reasonable request that they share with us their data and 
their sample locations.  Moreover, the authors of the Study have indicated their personal 
bias. They have gone on record in the Philadelphia Inquirer as being personally 
ideologically opposed to domestic natural gas drilling saying “we would like to see shale 
gas drilling become largely unnecessary”.  These factors especially raise credibility 
questions. DEP is always willing to partner with disinterested scientists or institutions 
whose goals are to obtain facts but we are justifiably wary of those who admit that they 
are personally committed to showing “what we would like to see.” 
 
In October 2011 the Center for Rural Pennsylvania issued its comprehensive study 
entitled “The Impact of Marcellus Gas Drilling on Rural Drinking Water Supplies”.  The 
Center is a bipartisan bicameral legislative agency of the Pennsylvania Legislature.  The 
study was conducted by the Penn State University’s College of Agricultural Science.  
Major findings of the Study include the following: 
 
 Statistical analyses of post-drilling versus pre-drilling water chemistry did not 


suggest major influences from gas well drilling or fracking on nearby water wells. 
 


 Analyses of the data from both phases of this study generally showed a lack of 
statistically significant changes in water quality parameters due to Marcellus 
drilling or fracking when comparing pre- to post-drilling elements of water 
quality. 
 


 In contrast to the Duke study’s findings, here dissolved methane did increase at 
one drilled site but this site also had a moderate level of methane before drilling 
occurred.  Dissolved methane did not increase at fracked sites and was not 
correlated to the distance to the nearest Marcellus well site. 


 
 Regarding methane, the research found no statistically significant increases in 


methane levels after drilling and no significant correlation to distance from 
drilling. 


 
 Statistical analyses did not suggest major influences of gas well drilling on the 


water quality of nearby water wells, as evidenced by a lack of statistically 
significant increases in pollutants that are most prominent in drilling water fluids, 
such as total dissolved solids (TDS), chloride, sodium, sulfate, barium and 
strontium. 


 
 Results of the water quality parameters measured in the study did not indicate any 


obvious influence from fracking in gas wells nearby private water well quality.  
Data from a limited number of wells also did not suggest a negative influence of 
fracking on dissolved methane in water wells.  
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Also, the EPA announced in January 2012 that it had decided to step in and take water 
samples in Dimock.  EPA released on or about May 11, 2012 the results of its fourth and 
final round of water testing.  EPA said that the results of its fourth were the same as the 
results of the first three rounds and that is all rounds of samples show no health concerns. 
 
The United States House of Representatives Democrats’ April 16, 2011 paper fails to 
state what it is not.  It is not a toxicological review of chemicals used in fracking and it 
does not provide a sound scientific assessment of exposures, exposure pathways or risks 
to human health that might be associated with such theoretical exposure.  The paper also 
fails to note that the fluid that is its subject is over 98% water and sand with only small 
amounts of the chemicals it attempts to characterize.  The paper creates misimpressions 
by focusing on total liquid volumes and not the amounts or volumes of any additives in 
the liquid.  The paper also is very loose with respect to its use, or misuse, of the label 
“carcinogen.”   
 
Robert Howarth is a Cornell University scientist who published a “study” regarding the 
greenhouse gas impacts of shale gas development.  Howarth’s supposed study has been 
rejected by almost every legitimate source in the scientific community.  Even Howarth 
himself admits that the data in his study is, his words, “limited”, “unpublished”, “really 
low quality”, “lousy” and from “weird PowerPoints.”  Joe Nocera of the New York 
Times points out that even the Environmental Defense Fund has estimates of methane gas 
emissions that are 75% lower than Howarth’s.    
 
In August 2011, Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) published a study, partially funded 
by the Sierra Club, which demonstrates conclusively that Howarth’s conclusions are 
false, irresponsible and unscientific.  The CMU study is a comprehensive life cycle 
analysis which concludes, among other things, that “natural gas from the Marcellus Shale 
has generally lower life cycle greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions than coal for production 
of electricity” and that “natural gas provides lower greenhouse emission for all cases 
studied whether the gas is derived from Marcellus shale or the average 2008 domestic 
natural gas system”   Also, interesting is that the CMU study concludes that although 
“green completions” and capturing gas for market that would otherwise be flared or 
vented could reduce emissions associated with the completion process, “these 
preproduction emissions, however, are not substantial contributors to the life cycle 
[emissions] estimates.”  As lead CMU researcher Paulina Jaramillo said, “we don’t think 
[Howarth] is using credible data and some of the assumptions [Howarth] makes are 
biased.  And the comparison [Howarth] makes at the end, my biggest problem, is wrong.”   
 
The fundamental deficiencies of EPA’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reporting Technical 
Document were recently very well documented in an August 2011 report released by the 
very well respected energy consulting firm IHS CERA entitled, aptly, “Mismeasuring 
Methane: Estimating Greenhouse Gas Emissions From Upstream Natural Gas 
Development.  The EPA’s 2010 Technical Guidance inexplicably revised upward by an 
order of magnitude the prior emissions estimates for GHGs from this industry from 
studies on this topic from just a few years ago.  IHS CERA explains the magnitude of the 
flaws in EPA’s approach.   As IHS CERA points out, EPA’s methodology behind its 
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2010 study lacks rigor and should not be used as a basis for analysis or decision making.  
EPA, strangely, based its estimates on methane emissions from well completions from 
data samples of methane captured (i.e., not emitted) during well completions.  Also, EPA 
based its conclusions on just a couple of slide presentations.  Aside from the fundamental 
deficiency of using incomplete and unreliable data, IHS CERA points out that EPA did 
not even do the math correctly with the data it did choose to use and that EPA’s 
assumptions in doing the math were unsupportable in the real world.  As a result, “the 
overall amount of methane that EPA assumes is emitted during well completion activities 
does not pass a basic test of reasonableness.”   
 
This Report would seem to confirm that life cycle GHG emissions from unconventional 
shale operations are similar to current domestic gas operations and that natural gas, as a 
fuel, presents tremendous opportunities to achieve cleaner air since it emits virtually no 
particulate matter and much lower amounts of other parameters. 
 
The IHS CERA Report also discusses the Howarth Report.  IHS CERA shows, to the 
extent any further showing on this were necessary, that the Howarth Report is not 
technically or factually supportable.  Indeed, appended to the IHS CERA report is a piece 
by an IHS CERA principal, Pete Stark, that specifically takes Howarth to task for 
“misusing and seriously distorting” a previous IHS CERA article published by Mr. Stark.  
The release of the CMU Study and the IHS CERA Study in such close proximity in time 
prompted a colorful remark by my immediate predecessor as DEP Secretary, John 
Hanger, who had this to say, “bit by bit the Howarth Study is being consigned to the junk 
heap.” 
 
The Myths About the So-Called “Halliburton Loophole” and the FRAC Act 


 
Since an overarching topic here today is state versus federal regulation of hydraulic 
fracturing, let me take a few minutes to discuss some context and history.  Much of the 
discussion about the state/federal relation in the area of regulation of hydraulic fracturing 
has as its focus the so-called, but misnamed, Halliburton “loophole”.  While some say 
that the so-called Halliburton Loophole is behind what they perceive as a sinister plot to 
exempt fracking from the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) and allow the pollution of 
drinking water, the facts are different.   
 
First the context.  Fracking is a temporary process of pumping fluids underground for the 
purpose of extraction of natural gas or oil from deep formations.  Indeed, the initial 
fracking process lasts a only few days and while the well may have to be periodically re-
fractured, the life span of a producing well can be a century.  In addition, the fracking 
process is separate and apart from the drilling process.  In fact, the fracking process, by 
definition, occurs after the drilling of the well is complete.  Also, fracking happens very 
deep below the surface.  For Marcellus formations, this occurs at about 5,000 to 8,000 
feet below the surface or more.  Fresh groundwater, on the other hand, is located from 
about less than 600 feet below the surface. 
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Now the history. Hydraulic fracturing has never been regulated by the federal 
government.  It has always been a matter of state regulation.  EPA has never intended or 
thought that fracking is or should be subject to the SDWA’s Underground Injection 
Control (UIC) program.  It has never before even expressed an interest in regulating the 
generations-old practice of energy extraction via hydraulic fracturing under the SDWA 
UIC program.  Instead, EPA, before now, has always been of the mind that the practice 
was well regulated by the various states in which it was taking place. 
 
In 1997, a court case from the federal appeals court for the Eleventh Circuit issued an 
opinion involving the state of Alabama, while not finding that fracking was any threat 
whatsoever, for the first time ever, said that underground emplacement of fluids for the 
purpose of extraction of gas from coal beds, which are quite shallow compared to 
Marcellus and other unconventional gas bearing formations, was subject to the federal 
UIC program.  The aberrational case was not binding nationwide; only in the territory 
governed by that federal court.  In response to this court decision, EPA studied the 
fracking process and it issued a report in 2004 which concluded that fracking poses little 
or no threat to drinking water.  EPA also concluded then that no further study of this 
process was scientifically justified. 
 
Just like EPA, the United States Congress has never intended that hydraulic fracturing 
should be subject to the SDWA’s UIC program.  So, in 2005, in the face of the 
aberrational court decision from the Eleventh Circuit, Congress sought to reassert and 
reaffirm, through the bipartisan Energy Policy Act of 2005, what had always been its 
policy, i.e., fracking for energy extraction was not regulated federally by the SDWA’s 
UIC program. 
 
It is myth to assert that this was pushed solely by Vice President Dick Cheney.  In fact, 
this provision of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 garnered bipartisan support.  It won 74 
yea votes in the Senate.  Included among its supporters there was Ken Salazar, the current 
Secretary of the Interior who was then a Senator from Colorado and the current President 
of the United States, Barack Obama, then the junior Senator from Illinois.  In the House, 
249 members on a bipartisan basis voted for the Bill including the top Democrat 
members of both the Energy and Commerce and Natural Resources Committees. 
 
Now for the facts about drinking water and surface water protection.  The Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 has no impact whatsoever on the state and federal laws that prohibit oil and 
gas extraction operations from causing surface water or ground water pollution.  The 
whole of oil and gas operations are subject to the federal Water Pollution Control Act and 
is prohibited from causing pollution to the waters of the United States.  In Pennsylvania, 
all aspects of oil and gas exploration and extraction, including drilling and fracking 
operations, are regulated by the state’s Oil and Gas Act, the Clean Streams Law, Air 
Pollution Control Act, Solid Waste Management Act, and the Dam Safety and 
Encroachment Act and our water protection regulations.   Pursuant to these laws, 
pollution of groundwater and surface water resources by well drilling and completion is 
completely prohibited,  The fact is that the so-called and misnamed “Halliburton 
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Loophole” in no way diminishes the statutory and regulatory coverage of our laws as 
applied to gas extraction.   
 
Hazardous chemicals are not being injected into the drinking water as some say.  As 
mentioned, hydraulic fracking occurs at great depth; about 5,000 to 8,000 feet in 
Pennsylvania.  Fresh groundwater is located a few hundred feet below the surface.  So the 
activity occurs thousands of feet of solid bedrock below where water aquifers are located.  
Also, fracking fluid is comprised of on average 99.51% water and sand.  The rest are 
components in common everyday uses such as food additives and cosmetics.  As a 
Harrisburg newspaper story succinctly described this false paradigm recently, 
 


Industry representatives say the chemicals are the same as you’d find 
under your kitchen sink, but Surra said “You don’t want to take the stuff 
from under your kitchen sink and mix it in a glass of water you’re going to 
drink, and that’s basically what’s going on.” But it’s not. 


 
‘Citizens Shale Commission’ Weighs In On Marcellus Policy, Harrisburg Patriot 
News, Monday October 24, 2011 (emphasis added). 
 
In conclusion, the case for the FRAC Act or federal regulation of hydraulic fracturing has 
not been made.  In fact its proponents neglect, forget or misrepresent the history behind 
the relationship between fracking and the SDWA UIC program.  They fail to mention or 
account for the fact that the current President of the United States and current Interior 
Secretary supported the Energy Policy Act of 2005 and that never before the appeals 
court case did either the Executive or the Legislative Branch intend or assert that fracking 
for energy extraction was within the SDWA UIC program.  Also, the FRAC Act has 
nothing to do with potential contamination of drinking water supplies.  The FRAC Act 
does not deal with well construction, cementing and cementing practices.  Pennsylvania’s 
state regulations do that. 
 
Before I talk about Pennsylvania’s programs, let me briefly address the topics of the draft 
EPA Permitting Guidance for Oil and Gas Hydraulic Fracturing Activities Using Diesel 
Fuels and the Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Land Management’s draft 
regulations for fracking on federally managed or Indian lands. 
 
EPA’s Draft Diesel Fracking Guidance Raises Serious Questions About States’ 
Primacy—Mission Creep and Redundancy For No Environmental Benefit 
 
This is really a story of regulatory mission creep, redundancy of regulation, adding 
regulatory uncertainty and, substantively, trying to fit a square peg into a round hole all 
for no environmental protection benefit that will detrimentally impact our nation’s ability 
to obtain domestic sources of energy at a time in which we need those resources more 
than ever.  The draft Guidance is very broad and covers topics such as public notice 
processes, monitoring, pressure testing and well casing and cementing requirements. 
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It is important to note at the outset that the SDWA UIC program was developed and is 
operated with respect to underground injection of fluids for storage and disposal.  It was 
not designed to cover natural gas or oil production well activities.  Pennsylvania has very 
little underground injection for storage or disposal. Primarily for this reason Pennsylvania 
has not sought primacy for the UIC program and EPA issues the permits, to the extent 
there are any, for the UIC storage and disposal activities.1  Also, we do not believe that 
operators are commonly using diesel fuel for hydraulic fracturing for production in 
Pennsylvania.  So, the Draft Diesel Fracking Permitting Guidance may not have a very 
large impact on Pennsylvania.  However, the guidance does pose a back-door challenge 
and threat to the states’ regulation on hydraulic fracturing and could lead to very 
detrimental results. 
 
The federal government does retain the legal authority to regulate hydraulic fracturing for 
natural gas and oil production if diesel fuel is used in that process.  That was the one 
entry point spelled out in the 2005 Energy Policy Act which, as I have discussed, 
affirmed the longstanding law and policy that the federal Safe Drinking Water Act and 
the federal government did not intend to regulate hydraulic fracturing for natural gas or 
oil production. 
 
The entire enterprise the EPA has undertaken here leads to some well-placed suspicion 
about its motives.  One has to ask why the federal government would want to interpose 
itself here as the states in which hydraulic fracturing is happening are doing a good job 
doing so and are light-years ahead of the federal EPA on this in terms of time, experience 
and know-how.  Also, what information does EPA have which shows that industry is 
routinely using diesel fuel for fracking?  This leads to some serious questions why the 
federal government would be spending its limited time and resources going down this 
path and where this “draft” Guidance will end up as a final one. 
 
During the drafting process there were reports that some EPA staffers were vocal that the 
definition of “diesel fuel” should be very broad.  Their theory was since diesel contains 
“BTEX” compounds (i.e., benzene, toluene, ethyl benzene, and xylenes) that any 
hydraulic fracturing activity which contains any amount of any of these materials should 
be defined as diesel fuel.  Thus, the Energy Policy Act’s limited exception for fracking 
with diesel fuel would be swallowed entirely by EPA regulatory fiat and virtually all 
production fracking would be covered by federal regulation.  This would be of doubtful 
legality and would certainly be challenged in court, the draft guidance does not go that 
far.  However this is just a draft guidance and one of the topics EPA is seeking comment 
on is how to define “diesel fuel.” 
 
On a more basic level, as mentioned earlier, the SWDA UIC program is a storage and 
disposal well program.  It is not and never has been a natural gas or oil production well 
program.  So you have the anomaly of transposing storage and disposal well requirements 
onto a production well overlay.  This is trying to fit a square peg into a round hole.  This 
is already proving problematic. For example, the draft guidance recommends that the area 


                                                 
1 Other states in which EPA has primacy over the UIC program and EPA issues the permits for 


such activities are New York, Kentucky and Tennessee. 
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of review (AOR), which is basically the area governed by the permit, be radically 
expanded from the one-quarter mile generally used in the UIC program to a radius that 
covers the entire length of a horizontal fracture which could be several miles.  That 
makes little sense based on the science of hydraulic fracturing. 
 
Then there is the more subtle but very pernicious specter of federal pre-emption which 
threatens states that do have primacy over their UIC storage and disposal programs such 
as North Dakota, Texas, Wyoming, Colorado, Montana, New Mexico and Oklahoma.  
These states have very robust state regulation of oil and gas exploration and extraction 
activities. There is the prospect that EPA could in the future threaten those states’ 
primacy if it were to find that the states’ programs were not exactly like EPA’s program 
for diesel fuel fracking.  In addition, in those states, there is the prospect that EPA’s 
“square peg” storage and disposal UIC standards would creep over into the “round hole” 
of production well standards regulation.  There is not a good fit and safe and 
environmentally sensitive domestic energy production in those states could be choked off 
by regulatory overkill and uncertainty. 
 
DOI’s BLM Proposed Rules On Fracking—Mission Creep and Duplication Again 
 
Pennsylvania will not be directly impacted by these rules as we have no BLM managed 
lands or Indian lands.  However, as with the draft permitting guidance discussed already, 
the larger question is the federal attempted overlay on what the states are already doing.  
Much of the attention on the BLM proposed rule deals with chemical disclosure.  We 
already have in Pennsylvania one of the most aggressive chemical disclosure laws in the 
nation which I will talk about in more detail later.  I would imagine that many states in 
which fracking takes place and there is BLM or Indian lands would say the same.  In fact, 
the Governor of Colorado, John Hickenlooper, himself a geologist, noted that “Bureau of 
Land Management modeled its disclosure requirements for fracturing fluids after the 
Colorado rule”.  Governor Matt Mead has observed that Wyoming’s is “well ahead” of 
the BLM on regulation of hydraulic fracturing. He noted that Wyoming has had chemical 
disclosure rules in place since 2010 and that the Wyoming law is more rigorous than 
what BLM has proposed.  Governor Mead went on to say that we want the states to be in 
a position to be proactive and agile on these and it is a disincentive to do so when the 
federal government steps in and says we are going to have a cookie-cutter approach.  We 
agree with both Governor Hickenlooper and Governor Mead on this.  
 
Indian tribes reacted quite skeptically.  Fred Fox, the energy administrator for three 
Indian nations in North Dakota (the Mandan, the Hidatsa and the Arikara nations) 
observed that the BLM proposal is downright unwelcome on a number of levels.  Mr. 
Fox sees the shale play as a newfound source of possibility for his economically 
challenged North Dakota community.  The new BLM proposed rules, though, would be a 
hurdle and an unnecessary intrusion into that.  He said that the proposed regulations are 
redundant as “the regulations try to come in and put a layer of control over what the 
tribes are trying to do.”  On a broader level, Mr. Fox’s view is that the federal intrusion is 
a step backwards from American Indian sovereignty and a breach of the policy that the 
federal government should consult with the Nations on decisions that affect them.  
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Interestingly, those views parallel the view of many states with respect to the federal 
government’s intrusion into the states’ arena with respect to regulation of hydraulic 
fracturing. 
 
The other topics covered in the BLM proposed rule, well construction standards and 
water management plans, are also already being done in Pennsylvania.  So Governor 
Mead’s point about Wyoming is applicable here too; we are already well ahead of the 
federal government on regulation of hydraulic fracturing. 
 
At the end of the day we have duplicative regulatory requirements that add nothing to 
environmental protection and serve only to increase regulatory uncertainty and burden.  
That will only serve to hinder oil and natural gas exploration and for no environmental 
protection reason.  This seems like regulation for the sake of regulation.   
 
Pennsylvania’s Regulatory Program 
 
Simply put, because of our long history of oil and gas development and comprehensive 
regulatory structure, Pennsylvania does not need federal intervention or a federal overlay 
to ensure that this activity is being done in an appropriately protective manner.  In fact, as 
I have mentioned, only the state could have implemented the programs we have in place 
now and only the state can be responsive, flexible, agile and knowledgeable enough 
about conditions and circumstances on the ground here in Pennsylvania to adjust 
programs when adjustment is called for. 
 
Pennsylvania regulates oil and gas well operations under several statutes including the 
Oil and Gas Act of 2012, the Clean Streams Law, the Air Pollution Control Act, the Dam 
Safety and Encroachments Act and the Solid Waste Management Act.  As described in 
more detail to follow, this network of laws and their associated regulations provides the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) with the tools it needs to 
comprehensively regulate everything associated with oil and gas development - from 
locating the well site, site preparation, drilling the well, fresh water withdrawals and 
water storage, wastewater management, and site restoration.   
 
I will talk about our program in much more detail later.  However, an overview is helpful 
at this point.  We have regulations governing well construction, i.e., cementing and 
casing rules.  Those are our so-called Chapter 78 regulations. We have regulations 
governing surface aspects of natural gas exploration and development as well.  That 
would include water disposal rules which prevent untreated flowback water from being 
released into our surface waters.  Those are our Total Dissolved Solids regulations which 
are codified in Chapter 95.  We have rules and regulations governing site development to 
control erosion and sedimentation.  There are rules regarding surface storage and 
impoundment as well as centralized flowback impoundments.  We have undertaken an 
initiative at DEP to encourage the use of non-freshwater for fracking including the use of 
Abandoned Mine Drainage water.  We also have a long history of air regulation in 
Pennsylvania and we have regulated air emissions aspects of oil and gas development for 
a long time.  
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With respect to surface and drinking water protection, Pennsylvania has shown it is 
ready, willing and able to act in other important, agile and decisive ways.  On April 19, 
2011, at the direction of Governor Tom Corbett, I called on all Marcellus Shale natural 
gas drilling operators to cease by May 19 delivering wastewater from shale gas extraction 
to 15 facilities that then accepted it under an exemption from being covered by the 2010 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) regulations.  The next day the industry publicly stated its 
commitment to compliance.  From what we can see today a dramatic sea change has 
occurred in Pennsylvania on this as we have virtually overnight gone from millions of 
gallons being delivered to those facilities and discharged to virtually none.  Our latest 
data is a dramatic demonstration of success. For the first six months of 2011, 1.977 
million gallons (or 47,087 barrels) were reported as having been sent to municipal 
treatment plants. For the second half of 2011, that total was reduced to a mere 17,136 
gallons or 408 barrels, a reduction of more than ten-thousand fold.   


Of course we are still in the process of verifying both from the supply side and the 
demand side and we will continue to do so as we are seeing full cooperation all of the 
time.  In that regard we sent a letter in July 2011 to approximately 88 drilling operators 
seeking their certification that they are no longer using any of the “grandfathered” 
facilities for wastewater from deep gas production.  On the demand side, several NPDES 
permits are in-house for renewal and those renewed permits, if appropriate, will contain 
specific numerical limits for total dissolved solids. 


Some Monday morning quarterbacks questioned DEP’s method, saying that it should 
have “ordered” compliance back in April.  But any orders would have likely resulted in 
protracted litigation.  We obtained compliance in 28 hours instead of 28 months and the 
data is proving it. 


In November 2011, DEP produced a White Paper on the potential use of Abandoned 
Mine Drainage water for fracking.  This White Paper generated national attention and the 
Pennsylvania Legislature is in the process now of moving a bill which would aid the 
process of moving that initiative forward. 


In March 2012, DEP published a revised general permit for the processing and beneficial 
reuse of liquid waste from oil and gas operations.  This is part of our constant emphasis 
on recycling of flowback water.  The general permit, GP-123, encourages using closed-
loop processes which reuse liquid waste after it has been treated or processed.  The 
General Permit also establishes water quality criteria that, if met, allow processed water 
to be managed, stored and transported as freshwater if it will be reused to fracture 
additional wells.  There are currently ten facilities operating under this general permit and 
ten more have applied.  Clearly, the industry is embracing recycling. 


The Pennsylvania Marcellus Shale Advisory Commission Report 
 
Pennsylvania Governor Corbett early on in his Administration created the Marcellus 
Shale Advisory Commission.  I was honored to be a member of the Governor’s Marcellus 
Shale Advisory Commission and co-chair of its Public Health, Safety & Environmental 
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Protection Subcommittee.  The commission assembled experts from within the 
environmental, conservation, state and local government, academic and natural gas 
industry communities and its charge was to identify, prioritize and craft a set of 
comprehensive strategic recommendations regarding the safe, efficient and 
environmentally responsible extraction and use of unconventional gas reserves in 
Pennsylvania.   
 
I can testify personally that the process itself was remarkable.  The commission’s 
approach was grounded in sound science, data and facts, not fiction, emotion or profits.   
I witnessed an amazing consensus building exercise among representatives of different 
backgrounds, outlooks and opinions.  The commission was transparent in its business.  
There were 5 full commission public meetings and 16 work group public meetings.  
There were 60 expert presentations and 100 citizen presentations.  There were hundreds 
of communications to the commission from the public.   
 
The final report of the commission is 137 pages long and contains 96 recommendations.  
About one-half of those recommendations were in the area of public health and safety.  
Those recommendations are implementable through three separate avenues: statute, DEP 
regulation, or DEP Policy/Guidance.  Many of the commission’s recommendations are 
already being implemented. 
 
Passage of Act 13 of 2012 
 
Much of the vision of the Marcellus Shale Advisory Commission’s recommendations ws 
enacted into law by Act 13 of 2012, which Governor Corbett signed on February 14, 
2012.  The provisions of Act 13, together with several other statutory provisions2, 
include, but are not limited to the following: 
 
World Class Standards For Unconventional Drilling and Development 
 


 Increase well bonding from $2,500 up to $10,000 
 Increase blanket bonds from $25,000 up to $600,000 
 Increase well setback distance from streams, rivers, ponds and other water bodies 


100 feet from the edge of the pad and 300 feet from the well head 
 Increase well setback distance from private water wells from 200 feet to 500 feet 


and to 1,000 feet from public drinking water systems 
 Expand a gas operator’s “presumed liability” for impairing water quality from 


1,000 feet to 2,500 feet from a gas well, and extend the duration of presumed 
liability from 6 months after well drilling to 12 months after well completion 


 Enable DEP to take action against bad actors in a more efficient manner 
 Requires DEP to inspect after installation of erosion and sedimentation controls 
 Requires real-time notice to DEP of critical stages of drilling operations 


 


                                                 
2 Act 127 of 2011 and Act 9 of 2012. 
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Enhancing and Protecting Our Natural Resources 
 


 Incent the utilization of non-freshwater sources for well development  
 Water Management Plans must be submitted with well permit applications 
 Condition a well permit based on its impact on public resources like parks, 


wildlife areas, natural landmarks, special plant and species habitat and other 
resources 


 Limit drilling activities within floodplains and prohibit where appropriate 
 Utilize state of the art management practices for well site construction and 


operation 
 
Protecting Public Health and Safety 
 


 Triple penalties for civil violations from $25,000 to $75,000 
 Increase daily penalties from $1,000/day to $5,000/day 
 Authorize DEP, rather than the Environmental Hearing Board, to assess civil 


penalties 
 Provide education to health care providers and the public on potential health 


impacts associated with drilling activities 
 Significantly expand the chemical disclosure requirements and specifically 


require even trade secret information to be provided immediately to health care 
professionals for the treatment of patients 


 Expand the Public Utility Commission oversight of pipeline safety standards and 
inspections3 


 Authorizes DEP to enter into contracts with well control specialists 
 The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA), under Act 13 of 


2012, will be doing the following: 
o Creating regional safety task forces 
o Establishing specialized team of emergency responders 
o Providing comprehensive training for local responders 


 Assign 911 addresses and GPS coordinates to well sites and facilities4 
 
Pennsylvania’s Act 13 Chemical Disclosure Law 


 
Much of the attention and discussion lately have been about the nature of chemical 
disclosure.  Pennsylvania’s disclosure law, which is contained within Act 13, is one of 
the most forward thinking and expansive disclosure laws in the nation. Our law was 
modeled after the Colorado disclosure law that was embraced by a broad spectrum of 
stakeholders including environmental groups such as the Environmental Defense Fund. 
Our law provides for disclosure through a publicly accessible web-based database known 
as FracFocus.org. The law provides for mandatory disclosure--even of proprietary 
information--to health care professionals for the purpose of diagnosis or treatment and 
immediately in an emergency.  These health care professionals can share the information 


                                                 
3 Act 127 of 2011. 
4 Act 9 of 2012. 
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with their patients, as well as other health care professionals as needed to care for the 
patient. Previously, there were no such disclosure requirements in Pennsylvania regarding 
health care professionals.   


 
The notion that some have spread that the law provides a “gag order” on health care 
professionals because there is a confidentiality provision which accompanies disclosure is 
untrue.  The confidentiality provision requires only the health care professionals’ use the 
information for treatment of a patient.  This issue is a red herring and my colleague 
Secretary of Health Dr. Eli Avila and the Pennsylvania Environmental Council (PEC) 
agree with me.   Secretary Avila has written that “one of the strong benefits of Act 13’s 
disclosure requirements is its proactive approach to ensuring that health care 
professionals have access to all information they may need to provide care for their 
patients.” A copy of Secretary Avila’s letter dated April 17, 2012 directed to Dr. Marilyn 
J. Heine of the Pennsylvania Medical Society is attached hereto as an Exhibit.   


 
The Pennsylvania Environmental Council, one of our Commonwealth’s longest standing 
and most respected environmental advocacy groups, has stated that Act 13’s disclosure 
provisions “ensure that medical professionals can quickly get direct access to chemical 
information for which trade secret protections have been claimed in cases where it’s 
needed for diagnosis or treatment of a patient. . . . [W]ithout such language, there’s 
nothing to guarantee that a doctor will be able to compel companies to turn over trade 
secret information quickly or even at all.”  PEC also said that Act 13’s provisions for 
confidentiality which call for the information to be used only for the purpose of medical 
care “replicates the same process that has been in place for the same purpose in other 
states and that has existed for decades in the federal Occupational Health and Safety Act 
(OSHA) and the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act 
(EPCRA).” 
 
Overview of Pennsylvania’s Existing Regulatory Programs 
 
Well Site Location 
 
Act 13 outlines the governing law now with respect to well site location, including 
setbacks.  The Dam Safety and Encroachments Act (32 P.S. §§ 693.1 et. seq) and the 
Clean Streams Law (35 P.S. §§ 691.1 et seq) also provide strictures where well sites may 
be located and how the site should be constructed. 
 
25 Pa. Code Chapter 105 (the Dam Safety and Encroachment regulations) requires well 
operators to obtain an encroachment permit if a well site or other support facility (such as 
an access road or water withdrawal pad) is located within a FEMA designated floodway.  If 
FEMA has not designated a floodway (as can be the case for small streams), the operator 
must obtain a permit if the facility will be within 50 feet of a stream.  For Chapter 105 
purposes, a stream is anything that has a defined bed and bank – this is much more 
inclusive than the Oil and Gas Act of 2012 provisions. 
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Site Development 
 
Developing a well site outside the location restrictions of the Oil and Gas Act of 2012 and 
the Dam Safety and Encroachments Act is regulated under the Clean Streams Law 
through the Department’s erosion and sediment control program.   
 
Stormwater runoff is the leading cause of stream impairment in Pennsylvania.  To 
address this problem, DEP has developed a comprehensive stormwater management 
program.  Pursuant to 25 Pa. Code Chapter 102, all earth disturbance activities must 
employ “best management practices” like silt fences and road side culverts to control 
erosion and manage stormwater.  Relative to building sites in floodplains, pits and 
impoundments used to store waste material may not be used if the bottom of the pit will 
be within 20 inches of the ground water table.  25 Pa. Code § 78.56.   In floodplains, the 
ground water table will be close to the surface and therefore, drilling wastes would need 
to be contained in tanks if a pit could not be used. 
 
If well site construction will disturb more than 5,000 square feet or has the potential to 
discharge sediment to High Quality or Exceptional Value waters (so classified pursuant 
to 25 Pa. Code Chapter 93), the operator must develop and implement an erosion and 
sediment control plan.  This E&S plan must be kept on site for review by DEP. If 
development of the well site, access roads and other related facilities will disturb 5 or 
more acres, the operator must obtain an erosion and sediment control permit before the 
site can be developed.   
 
Well Drilling 
 
Drilling any well – even a water well – has the potential to impact fresh groundwater.  
While this potential may exist, such an impact is not acceptable.  Protecting groundwater 
supplies is of utmost importance and the Oil and Gas Act of 2012, as amended by Act 13, 
is particularly strict in this regard.  If a well operator impacts a water supply (by pollution 
or diminution), they must restore or replace it and pay for any increased costs of 
maintaining or operating the replacement supply.  
 
As noted before, Act 13 increases the rebuttable presumption area and time.  Act 13 
provides that the gas operator’s “presumed liability” for impairing water quality extends 
to 2,500 feet from a gas well and the duration of presumed liability is 12 months. 
 
In fact, if an oil or gas well is drilled within 2,500 feet of a water supply and the water 
supply becomes polluted within 12 months of drilling, the operator is presumed to have 
caused the pollution unless they took a water sample that demonstrates the pollution was 
present before the oil or gas well was drilled.  Needless to say, taking a pre-drilling water 
sample from all supplies within 2,500 feet of a gas well should be a standard business 
practice. 
 
Of course, the goal is to avoid groundwater impacts in the first place.  To that end, in 2010, 
DEP promulgated new regulations that significantly strengthen our well construction 
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standards.  These are our Chapter 78 regulations.  These new regulations accomplish five 
things. 
 
First, the regulations will establish more stringent well construction standards for all new 
wells drilled in Pennsylvania.  Second, the regulations impose new requirements on 
operators to inspect existing wells and report their findings to the Department.  Third, the 
regulations codify existing case law on water supply replacement requirements and 
clearly describe an operator’s responsibilities if they contaminate or diminish a water 
supply.  Fourth, the regulations impose a duty on operators to investigate complaints of 
gas migration and to mitigate any hazards found in the course of the investigation.  
Finally, the regulations require reporting of chemicals used to hydraulically fracture 
wells. 
 
Of course the Chapter 78 chemical disclosure regulations have been substantially 
enlarged by Act 13 that includes one of the most aggressive chemical disclosure laws in 
the nation. 
 
Following is a brief description of the significant new requirements in 25 Pa. Code 
Chapter 78. 
 


I. New Well Drilling   
 


Properly cementing and casing a well is critical to preventing gas migration.  Prior to 
drilling a well, operators will now be required to develop a casing and cementing plan 
that shows how the well will be drilled and completed.  Use of centralizers (which keep 
the casing centered in the well bore) must be used at prescribed locations to insure that 
cement is evenly distributed between the casing and the well bore.  Cement meeting 
ASTM criteria for oil and gas wells must be used.  Documentation of the cement quality 
and cementing practices used at the well must be available for Department inspection. 
 
When cementing a well, if cement is not returned to the surface, the operator must install 
a second string of casing for an added layer of protection.  If cement is returned to the 
surface and the operator intends to only use surface casing (Marcellus operators typically 
use surface, intermediate and production casing), the operator must demonstrate that any 
gas, oil and produced fluids cannot leave the well bore. 
 
Used or welded casing must be pressure tested.  Casing strings attached to heavy duty 
blow-out preventers (such as Marcellus intermediate casing) must also be pressure tested. 
 


II. Existing Wells 
 
Operators must inspect all of their wells quarterly and report the findings of the 
inspections to the Department annually.  If defective casing, evidence of leaks, or if 
excessive pressure within the well bore is discovered, the operator must immediately 
notify the Department and take corrective action. 
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III. Water Supply Replacement  
 
A well operator who affects a public or private water supply by pollution or diminution 
must restore or replace the affected water supply with an alternate source of water 
adequate in quality and quantity for the purposes served by the supply. This replaced or 
restored water supply must meet the water quality standards established by the 
Pennsylvania Safe Drinking Water Act or the preexisting water quality if the water 
supply exceeded the Act’s water quality standards. 
 
Act 13 increased the presumption of liability for water supply contamination for 
unconventional wells. Unless rebutted, the Act presumes that an operator is responsible 
for pollution of a water supply if the affected water supply is 2,500 feet from an 
unconventional well and that pollution occurred within 12 months of the later of 
completion, drilling, stimulation or alteration of the unconventional well. 
 
Operators found to have impacted water supplies within the time and distance provisions 
of the presumption of liability must provide temporary potable water until the supplies 
are restored or replaced. 
 


IV. Gas Migration Response 
 
The new regulations impose a duty on operators to immediately investigate a gas 
migration complaint and to notify the Department if they receive such a complaint.  If 
natural gas is found at elevated levels (10% of the lower explosive limit) the operator 
must immediately notify emergency responders and initiate mitigation measures 
(including advisories and controlling access to the area). 
 
 V. Reporting Requirements 
 
I have already discussed Act 13’s bold new chemical disclosure requirements.  DEP’s 
existing regulations require operators to disclose the chemical additives and the 
hazardous constituents of those additives on a well by well basis.  While DEP has never 
observed any evidence that hydraulic fracturing has directly contaminated fresh 
groundwater despite tens of thousands of wells being “fracked” over the past several 
decades, mandating public disclosure of the chemicals used in the process should end 
much of the controversy surrounding the subject. 
 
Water Withdrawal  
 
While the volume of water to hydraulically fracture a Marcellus well is greater than the 
amount required to stimulate traditional wells in Pennsylvania, the Marcellus industry’s 
use of water is miniscule in comparison with other energy sources and other sources in 
general.   Marcellus fracking is the smallest major user in Pennsylvania using only 0.2% 
of the daily water withdrawn which ranks it ninth of the top nine water users in the state.    
Marcellus drilling uses approximately 1.9 million gallons per day (MGD).  This is in 
stark contrast to power plants which use 6.43 billion gallons per day (BGD).  Other major 
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uses include public water suppliers (1.42 BGD); industrial users (770 MGD); aquaculture 
(524 MGD); private water wells (152 MGD); mining (95.7 MGD); livestock (61.8 
MGD); and irrigation (24.3 MGD).  Thus, shale gas drilling is a very efficient energy 
production source measured as a function of water usage.   
 
I have attached a graphic, which was prepared by the PA Fish and Boat Commission, that 
dramatically illustrates this. 
 
There are three entities charged with protecting water quality by managing water 
withdrawals in Pennsylvania: the DEP, the Susquehanna River Basin Commission 
(SRBC) and the Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC).   
 
Indeed, let me digress for a moment to demonstrate how even a multi-state effort to try to 
regulate hydraulic fracturing has been ineffectual. I think the following story about an 
interstate compact illustrates why the individual states are far superior and more capable 
of regulating natural gas exploration within their own borders than an multi-state entity.  
 
DRBC has five members: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and the Army 
Corps of Engineers.   By fiat, the DRBC has declared a “moratorium” on hydraulic 
fracturing while it purports to develop its own regulations covering that practice within 
the entire basin.  Ignoring for the moment the questionable ground upon which a water 
withdrawal regulator can attempt to regulate land use and the practice of natural gas 
exploration, that “moratorium” covers several counties in Pennsylvania in which 
landowners want to proceed with extraction of their mineral property and where we have 
an effective regulatory program in place. 
 
The “moratorium” also stands in place even though hydraulic fracturing has been done 
safely in the United States and in Pennsylvania for over 60 years.  There are over 1.2 
million fracked wells.  The Pennsylvania DEP under my predecessor and me has shown 
that fracking can be done safely here.  The sitting EPA Administrator and Secretaries of 
Interior and Energy have all said that fracking has been done, is being done and can 
continue to be done safely.  None of them has called for a moratorium or endorsed that 
idea.  All of that led a major New York City paper’s editorial board to call for New York 
to “join the 21st century” and proceed with natural gas extraction in that state.  And, as I 
mentioned earlier, just the other day the State University of New York (SUNY) at 
Buffalo released a report which found that Pennsylvania regulations have been quite 
effective at reducing the impacts per well drilled and that there is a compelling case that 
Pennsylvania state oversight of oil and gas regulation has been effective.  And 
Pennsylvania Governor Corbett’s initiative with the new Act 13 has added even more 
protections such as increased setbacks, bonding, disclosure and environmental 
enforcement tools.  The SUNY Buffalo report further concludes that New York’s 
proposed regulations are sufficient and protective. 
 
The Susquehanna River Basin Commission imposed no moratorium there, nor did the 
Ohio River Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO) in the Ohio River basin.  DRBC staff 
has indeed undertaken a very deliberative approach having taken several years to develop 
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draft regulations that were subject to many rounds of public comment.  DRBC staff, who 
developed the regulations, felt they were protective.  After the deliberative process, 
DRBC put those draft regulations on the agenda for a vote by the Commission on 
Monday November 21, 2011.  On the eve of the meeting Delaware dispatched a letter 
dated November 17, positing supposed objections and there has been paralysis ever since.  
Mineral rights owners in Pennsylvania are frustrated and upset saying that their property 
is being taken with no factual or scientific justification and that one state has put a veto 
on the legitimate energy producing activities of a neighbor.  So frustrated and upset that 
they have hired legal counsel and a takings lawsuit against DRBC is a real possibility. 
 
As I have mentioned, oil and gas exploration and extraction have already provided huge 
economic benefits to Pennsylvania and the promise for the future is immense.  This is so 
right in the heart of the Delaware Valley.  The Philadelphia Inquirer reported on the huge 
savings already being realized in the Delaware Valley from reduced gas and electricity 
bills.  The employment/supply chain already includes significant inputs from the 
Delaware Valley; just ask companies like West Chester based, employee owned 
Schramm and Berwyn based ModSpace.  We have also seen that Pennsylvania’s and our 
nation’s oil and natural gas resources may hold the key to reinvigorating one or more of 
our southeastern Pennsylvania refineries and/or the petrochemical industry here.  Energy 
Transfer Partners’ recent acquisition of Sunoco – coupled with a strong statement on its 
commitment to Marcellus Shale-related activity – is another tangible example of this 
opportunity benefiting southeastern Pennsylvania. 
 
We do want to engage with Delaware and all the partners of the DRBC to have the 
regulations approved by DRBC.  In fact we have come a very long way since the letter of 
November 17 on the topics it raised.  I have reached out to my counterpart in Delaware, 
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) Secretary Collin 
O’Mara, to offer to come visit him and his experts with my experts and to have all of us 
visit some natural gas development sites so that we can focus on showing how the points 
and questions raised in the letter of November 17, 2011 are addressed so that we can 
move forward. 
 
DEP is on the forefront of protecting headwaters of the Commonwealth’s streams in 
areas outside the Basin Commission jurisdiction by requiring operators to adhere to water 
management plans which governs their water withdrawal practices.  
 
The water management plan is based on low flow conditions and describes where water 
will be withdrawn how much water will be needed and the amount of water that will be 
taken at any one time.  Evaluation of the plan involves looking both upstream and 
downstream to assess cumulative impacts, taking into account all other withdrawals and 
discharges and their impact on the resource, particularly during low flow periods.    
 
Generally speaking, if the water withdrawal is less than 10 percent of the natural or 
continuously augmented 7-day, 10-year low flow (Q7-10) of the stream or river, a passby 
(a restriction on the ability to take water during low flow conditions) will not be required.  
Q7-10 is the lowest average, consecutive 7-day flow that would occur with a frequency 
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or recurrence interval of one in ten years. A 10-year low flow event has a 10 percent 
chance of occurring in any one year. Accepted hydrologic practices must be used to 
determine the Q7-10 flow.5 
 
Once approved, the plan is valid for each location for five years.  Although the 
Commonwealth has ample water resources, operators will need to cooperate to make sure 
that access to water is available as more and more plans are submitted for headwater 
streams. 
 
Water and Wastewater Storage 
 
Once an operator gets the water needed to fracture a well, the question becomes where to 
put it?  Even more important is figuring out where to put the wastewater that returns to 
the surface. A new development with Marcellus wells is the advent of centralized 
impoundments.  Unlike pits located immediately adjacent to the well, centralized 
impoundments use dam like structures to hold enough water to service multiple wells 
over an extended period of time.  These impoundments can store freshwater, and more 
increasingly, flowback from a hydraulic fracturing job. 
 
Under DEP’s dam safety regulations, small freshwater impoundments – similar to a 
farmer’s pond - do not need a permit.  However, Marcellus impoundments can hold over 
15 million gallons and if they store wastewater, must be permitted and constructed 
according to DEP standards.  Key standards include two impervious 40 mil liners with a 
leak detection zone and groundwater monitoring wells around the impoundment.  
Impoundments located where a breach could threaten public safety must undergo a much 
more stringent engineering review.  
 
Wastewater Management 
 
The most significant issue facing Marcellus operators today is wastewater treatment and 
disposal.  Operators report that approximately 15% of the water used to stimulate a well 
is returned to the surface during the initial flowback period.  The Department has seen an 
increase in reuse of this wastewater – industry-wide approximately 80% of the flowback 
is used on another hydraulic fracturing job.  Thus, the total volume of wastewater that 
must be disposed is a small fraction of the volume needed to stimulate the well.   
 
Still, flowback from Marcellus hydraulic fracturing jobs contain pollutants of concern – 
particularly high levels of dissolved salts.  Indeed, flowback water is several times saltier 
than sea water.  Thus, Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) represent a growing concern for the 
Commonwealth’s waterways and the Department has developed a proactive strategy to 
address this concern before widespread impacts are felt.   
 


                                                 
5 Policy No. 2003-01 Guidelines For Using and Determining Passby Flows and Conservation 


Releases For Surface-Water and Ground-Water Withdrawal Approvals, November 8, 2002. 
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The best solution for disposing of high TDS wastewater is deep well injection.  
Unfortunately, the best geology in Pennsylvania for this method of waste disposal is 
being used for gas storage. Exploration for new injection sites is ongoing but not 
commercially available yet.    
 
Therefore, the current preference for flowback water disposal is through existing DEP 
approved wastewater treatment plants.  These plants typically do not have the technology 
necessary to remove TDS from the effluent and instead rely on dilution.  The DEP’s 
recently promulgated Chapter 95 regulations completely address the cumulative impacts 
of oil and gas wastewater discharges.  
 
This new rule is the first of its kind in the country and limits the discharge of TDS from 
new or expanded facilities that take oil and gas wastewater to drinking water standards.  
This means that new discharges cannot exceed 250 mg/l for chlorides and that drinking 
water supplies will never be impaired because of oil and gas drilling. The process of 
eliminating the TDS will also remove radium – which has been the subject of recent 
articles.  Thus, in addition to reducing the contaminants discharged to our streams, the 
new Chapter 95 rule will increase the use or recycled water, promote the development of 
alternative forms of disposal and perhaps promote the use of alternative sources of 
fracking fluid.    
 
Drinking Water Protection 
 
I outlined in my April 6, 2011 letter to EPA Region III Administrator Garvin, which is 
attached as an exhibit, that over the past three years the Commonwealth has been very 
pro-active in protecting potential sources of drinking water.  The April 6, 2011 letter is 
attached as an Exhibit.  In addition to the Chapter 95 TDS regulations discussed above, 
there are other measures being implemented.  DEP recently announced the results of our 
in-stream water quality monitoring for radioactive material in seven of the 
Commonwealth's rivers.  All samples showed levels at or below the normal naturally 
occurring background levels of gross alpha and gross beta radiation.  Those tests were 
conducted in November and December of 2010 at stations downstream of wastewater 
treatment plants that accept flowback and production water from Marcellus Shale 
drilling.  These sampling stations were installed last fall specifically for the purpose of 
monitoring stream quality for potential impacts from unconventional gas drilling 
operations.  The raw water river samples were collected above public water suppliers’ 
intakes where the water receives further treatment.  
 
The seven river testing stations are located at the Monongahela at Charleroi in 
Washington County; South Fork Ten Mile Creek in Greene County; Conemaugh in 
Indiana County; Allegheny at Kennerdell in Venango County; Beaver in Beaver County; 
Tioga in Tioga County; and the West Branch of the Susquehanna in Lycoming County.  
These stations were chosen because of their proximity to public water supply intakes and 
at the time, were located downstream of facilities permitted to or proposing to discharge 
oil and gas wastewater.  Future monitoring will include monthly sampling at the 
Monongahela; South Fork Ten Mile; Allegheny; and Beaver sites and every other month 
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at the remaining three sites.  Moreover, gross alpha and gross beta testing was added to a 
second water quality network station on the Monongahela, in March 2011.  This site is 
further downstream in Allegheny County.  All of the results will be frequently evaluated 
and available to the public via EPA’s Modernized STORET database. 
 
There is more.  Pennsylvania DEP has taken measures to have additional monitoring of 
finished water at 14 public water supplies with surface water intakes downstream from 
wastewater treatment facilities that accept Marcellus wastewater.  On March 11, 2011, 
under Pennsylvania regulation 25 Pa. Code §109.302, we directed a letter to public water 
suppliers that have surface water intakes located downstream of one or more facilities 
that are accepting Marcellus wastewater to immediately conduct testing of radionuclides 
(i.e., radioactivity) and other parameters including TDS, pH, alkalinity, chloride, sulfate 
and bromide.  A copy of that letter and the list of recipients is attached hereto as an 
Exhibit. 
 
In addition, Pennsylvania DEP, on March 18, 2011, under Pennsylvania regulation 25 Pa. 
Code §92a.61(g), sent letters to 25 Publicly Owned Treatment Works and Centralized 
Waste Treatment facilities that currently accept this wastewater calling for immediate 
twice monthly effluent monitoring for radionuclides and other parameters including TDS, 
pH, alkalinity, chloride, sulfate, bromide, gross alpha, radium 226 & 228, and uranium. 
 
I have already discussed earlier the DEP’s April 19, 2011 call to all Marcellus Shale 
natural gas drilling operators to cease by May 19 delivering wastewater from shale gas 
extraction to 15 facilities that then accepted it under an exemption from being covered by 
the 2010 Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) regulations and the dramatic response to that 
initiative.  Also, I have already discussed the Abandoned Mine Drainage White Paper and 
our new General Permit 123. 
 
Air Quality Impacts 
 
Of course, it has been recognized that combustion of natural gas as either a fuel for 
generating electricity or a transportation fuel can have very beneficial impacts on air 
quality.  With that being said, Pennsylvania is proactive in minimizing any potential 
adverse air impacts from extracting this resource. 
 
Through the leadership of state-implemented air programs like Pennsylvania’s, the air in 
the United States and in Pennsylvania has steadily become cleaner over the past few 
decades which is borne out by EPA air trend data and DEP air monitoring data. In 
February 2010, the EPA released the report Our Nation’s Air, Status and Trends through 
2008.  EPA’s report notes that improving nationwide air quality trends have been 
observed.  Significant reductions were seen for six common air pollutants, including: 
ground-level ozone, particulates, lead, nitrogen dioxide (NO2), carbon monoxide (CO) 
and sulfur dioxide (SO2).  Toxic air pollutants have seen a 40% total reduction from 1990 
to 2005.  EPA states that the NOx SIP Call and the Acid Rain Program have contributed 
to significant decreases in atmospheric deposition improving visibility and water quality 
of lakes and streams. 
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Pennsylvania has a very comprehensive and robust set of air quality regulations and we 
have administered that program with great success for over 25 years.  Actual extraction 
operations are subject to a host of existing permitting requirements.  Those permit 
requirements, whether a general permit or an individual permit, require the use of 
technologies which control air emissions. 
 
DEP took the proactive step of launching a short-term ambient air quality sampling 
initiative in the southwest, northeast and north-central regions of Pennsylvania in April 
2010.  This initiative focused on natural gas extraction stages including drilling 
operations, fracking operations where wastewater was being produced, the flaring of gas 
for production and gas compression facilities.  
 
Although concentrations of certain natural gas constituents were detected, DEP did not 
identify concentrations of any compound that would likely trigger air-related health 
issues associated with Marcellus Shale drilling activities.  DEP also tested for carbon 
monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide and ozone, but did not detect concentrations 
above National Ambient Air Quality Standards at any of the sampling sites.  DEP is 
currently developing a protocol for a long-term sampling effort.  Additionally, DEP has 
the authority to develop a comprehensive emissions inventory. Such data will allow the 
Department to develop an accurate inventory to support air quality planning activities 
including state implementation plans to achieve and maintain the health-based federal 
standards such as ozone, fine particulate matter and the recently promulgated short term 
nitrogen dioxide and sulfur dioxide standards.  
 
DEP is now implementing several studies of what, if any, longer term air impacts there 
might be from oil and natural gas exploration and extraction activities. 
 
Enforcement 
 
I have already outlined how Act 13 increased penalties for violators and given DEP new 
tools for enforcement.  Pennsylvania DEP has been very strong on enforcement of rules 
and regulations in this industry.  DEP has shown its agility and decisiveness on the 
enforcement front in issuing two cease and desist orders as a team within hours when it 
was appropriate to do so.  In one case we issued a “cease drilling order” for non-
Marcellus well drilling and in the other case we ordered a stop to pre-drilling well pad 
preparatory activities which were resulting in sediment being released into a nearby 
stream upstream of one of the various water intakes of a local water authority.  In the 
latter case we received a letter of thanks from the local water authority for DEP’s 
“immediate” and “prompt response” in doing so.  The water authority went on to write 
“[t]his situation has reinforced our belief that the interest and importance of our water 
source is of utmost importance to all and that Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection works hard to sustain this valuable resource”. 
 
In response to the April 20, 2011 well equipment failure and resultant loss of control of a 
well in Leroy Township, Bradford County, DEP issued a notice of violation (NOV) just 
two days later dated April 22, 2011 in which it required the operator to answer many 
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questions about the incident itself and its root cause and insisting that the company 
remain on stand-down from well development activities until it could provide DEP 
technical personnel sufficient assurances that there would be no repeat of the event there 
or elsewhere.  DEP also asked the following important question: why it took nearly 12 
hours to address the uncontrolled release of fluids from the well.  After three weeks in 
which the company was in stand-down mode, our technical staff did report to me that 
they had been provided adequate assurances and the company then did restart well 
development operations.  However, we have more.  We now have a commitment by the 
operator that it will from now on engage and use local well control professionals in the 
very unlikely event that a future well control incident at one of its wells would occur in 
Pennsylvania.  DEP had not asked for that particular measure in its April 22, 2011 NOV 
but we insisted on this during subsequent discussions and we achieved it. 
 
DEP announced in 2011 more than $1 million in penalties against an operator to address 
violations in Bradford and Washington Counties.  Through two Consent Orders and 
Agreement (COA) with Chesapeake, DEP collected $900,000 for contaminating private 
water supplies in Bradford County, $200,000 of which must be donated to the 
department’s well plugging fund; and another $188,000 for the February 23, 2011 tank 
fire at a drilling site in Avella, Washington County.  The Bradford County matter was the 
highest single penalty ever assessed against any oil and gas operator in the history of the 
program.  In the Washington County matter, the fines assessed were the highest allowed 
by the Oil and Gas Act. 
 
The United States Department of Energy (DOE) Shale Gas Production 
Subcommittee August 2011 Ninety-Day Report 
 
Before I close I would like to take a minute to discuss the DOE Subcommittee Report on 
Shale Gas Production.  In August 2011 the Shale Gas Subcommittee of the United States 
Secretary of Energy Advisory Board issued its “Ninety-Day Report.”  The board was 
charged “with identifying measures that can be taken to reduce the environmental impact 
and improve the safety of shale gas production.”  It is no coincidence that the sitting 
Pennsylvania DEP Secretary and my immediate past two predecessors were asked to 
participate in that process.  The report contains many conclusions and observations that 
show Pennsylvania is out in front.   
 
The DOE report recognizes the significant contribution domestic natural gas is and will 
play in the future in domestic energy supply.  It recognizes that real jobs have been 
created in the sector.   
 
The DOE report touts the adoption of best practices for well construction, especially 
casing and cementing.  Pennsylvania’s Chapter 78 regulations cover that topic and the 
industry and the department have been in ongoing discussions on that topic for some 
time.    
 
The DOE report recognizes what I discussed at the beginning of this testimony, i.e., the 
gap between real science and experience and perception regarding drilling and production 
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of domestic natural gas.   In that regard the DOE report acknowledges the small or 
minimal risk that fracking itself poses to groundwater.  At the same time it notes the need 
to protect groundwater resources.  I have discussed the lengths that Pennsylvania is 
already going in that regard. 
 
The DOE Report recognizes the need to maintain collaborative relationships among 
industry, regulators and the public.   The Report suggests there be collaboration among 
industry and government and the public to educate and gather real data regarding 
experience as we move forward.  This is an effort that we have been undertaking in 
Pennsylvania for a long time. 
 
The DOE Report, as did our Shale Advisory Commission, notes that local impacts should 
be considered and accounted for.   
 
The DOE Report pointed out the useful role that STRONGER plays.  Pennsylvania’s 
Deputy Secretary for Oil and Gas is now on the Board of Directors of STRONGER. 
 
The DOE Report also notes as an important issue the potential air related issues 
associated with this resource and recommends that data be developed to get a handle on 
that topic and that it be dealt with so as to avoid negative air pollution impacts from the 
extraction of this resource.  I have already discussed Pennsylvania’s multi-faceted 
approach in that area. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony here today.  Pennsylvania’s program 
is multi-faceted, transparent and very protective.  As you can see, the states are the right 
regulators of hydraulic fracturing, not the federal government.  The law, the history and 
the facts bear that out. 
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Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

 
b)     Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being updated from staff feedback.  A

new draft should be available by the end of this week.
CRA letter writing campaign, see letter attached.   
PA Secretary Michael Krancer Testimonies:  On fracking before House
Committee on Oversight and the Subcommittee on Technology,
Information etc. (Rep. Lankford).  The topic:  Rhetoric vs. Reality: Does
President Obama Really Support an "All-of-the-Above Energy
Strategy?  The Committee hearing was broad and covered all topics. 
The Subcommittee hearing focused on hydraulic fracturing. At Rep.
Lankford's request he covered the new BLM proposed rules and the
new EPA permitting guidance re fracking with diesel fuel.  Testimonies
attached; Press:
http://campaign2012.washingtonexaminer.com/blogs/beltway-
confidential/penn-obama-back/572936

 
2.       Healthcare: All states have received the report.  Individual state calls can be

set up to go through the report.  A new draft will be forwarded to state
before the Scottsdale Healthcare Symposium to review in our staff only
sessions. 

3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft of the report is being written. Special thanks to
states who have forwarded edits and again, thanks to GA and TN for their
hard work.  A draft will be forwarded to states prior to the Scottsdale
Education Symposium. 

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform.

http://campaign2012.washingtonexaminer.com/blogs/beltway-confidential/penn-obama-back/572936
http://campaign2012.washingtonexaminer.com/blogs/beltway-confidential/penn-obama-back/572936


 
 

c)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               

 
8. US Chamber of Commerce :: State-by-State breakdown of IP Jobs, GDP
and Wages
 
Marie,

 

I am pleased to share with you a first-of-its-kind economic study, titled “IP Creates Jobs for America”

from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Global Intellectual Property Center (GIPC). We have prepared

this report to illustrate the widespread impact and importance of intellectual property as it relates to

each state’s jobs, economic growth and competiveness. This study identifies the benefits of IP and the

55 million jobs directly and indirectly supported by IP-intensive industries as a significant driver of GDP,

exports, and wages in every state of the Union. 

 

To see the benefits of intellectual property in your specific state, please click HERE.
 
Would you be willing to push this out to Governors offices and their staff?
 

Thanks for any help you can be here.

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey
http://www.ipcreatesjobs.com/


 
 

http://www.ipcreatesjobs.com/
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Oklahoman – Challenges ahead for new House speaker
http://newsok.com/challenges-ahead-for-new-house-speaker/article/3681229
 
KXII Channel 12 – Gov. Fallin signs DHS reform into law
http://www.kxii.com/news/headlines/Gov_Fallin_signs_DHS_reform_into_law_156916685.html
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Bingman on target with tax cut thoughts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_CUTLIN300288
 
The Norman Transcript – Registration changes
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1595586432/Registration-changes
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma ethics commission needs clear, consistent rulings
http://newsok.com/ethics-questions-panel-needs-clear-consistent-rulings/article/3681218
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KOKH Fox 25 – AP Interview: Fallin says lobbyists doomed tax cut
http://www.okcfox.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.ok/204515aa-
www.okcfox.com.shtml
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Unique holster for women designed in Oklahoma, featured on CBS show
http://www.newson6.com/story/18688232/unique-holster-for-women-designed-in-oklahoma-
featured-on-cbs-show
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor Fallin dedicates Chapel at Camp Gruber
http://www.ktul.com/story/18687766/governor-fallin-dedicates-chapel-at-camp-gruber
 
Muskogee Phoenix – New chapel dedicated at Camp Gruber
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x1561301540/New-chapel-dedicated-at-Camp-Gruber
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor touts victories from 2012 legislative session
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-touts-victories-from-2012-legislative-
session/article/3680549
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: 49th is not OK
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=214&articleid=20120603_214_G1_CUTLIN837353&allcom=1
 
The Oklahoman – Dignitaries attend chapel dedication at Camp Gruber
http://newsok.com/dignitaries-attend-chapel-dedication-at-camp-gruber/article/3681044
 
The Oklahoman – Okla. approves fracking disclosure rules
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-approves-fracking-disclosure-rules/article/3679616
 
Tulsa World – The question in key Legislative contests is: Red or redder?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Ioeloi147892
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma governor to continue push for income tax cut
http://newsok.com/fallin-will-continue-to-push-for-tax-cut/article/3680960
 
Fox 23 – Governor dedicates Thunderbird Chapel to Camp Gruber
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Governor-dedicates-Thunderbird-Chapel-to-
Camp/Da5qDUkx90Gp_VdzXCAzqw.cspx
 
The Oklahoman – New Oklahoma law will benefit rural patients
http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-law-will-benefit-rural-patients/article/3680548
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: DHS reforms about to take effect
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_11_A18_Oneoft526760
 
Tulsa World – Fallin sets rules for student exam appeals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_OKLAHO748850
 
Tulsa World – Gov. Fallin set to campaign in hot races
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN419347
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s 45th Infantry Brigade welcomes new commander
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-45th-infantry-brigade-welcomes-new-
commander/article/3681191
 
The Oklahoman – Activist investor Carl Icahn returns to Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/activist-investor-carl-icahn-returns-to-oklahoma/article/3681007?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Tulsa aviation company celebrates 40 years in business
http://newsok.com/tulsa-aviation-company-celebrates-40-years-in-business/article/3681009?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Bureaucratic red tape on display in Shawnee
http://newsok.com/bureaucratic-red-tape-on-display-in-shawnee/article/3680558?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Environmental activists experiencing (natural) gas pains
http://newsok.com/environmental-activists-experiencing-natural-gas-pains/article/3680556?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – ScissorTales: These Oklahoma schools make high grades
http://newsok.com/scissortales-these-oklahoma-schools-make-high-grades/article/3680520?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Obama acknowledges need to change Obamacare
http://newsok.com/obama-acknowleges-need-to-change-obamacare/article/feed/389232
 
The Oklahoman – Campaign complaint is filed against Oklahoma Sen. Clark Jolley
http://newsok.com/campaign-complaint-is-filed-against-oklahoma-sen.-clark-
jolley/article/3680668
 
The Oklahoman – Public’s future access to child abuse information unclear
http://newsok.com/publics-future-access-to-child-abuse-information-unclear/article/3680615
 
The Oklahoman – Second House panel looking at DOL lockups flap
http://newsok.com/second-house-panel-looking-at-dol-lockups-flap/article/feed/389007
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa looking to double number of reserve police officers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20120604_11_A1_CUTLIN351007
 
Tulsa World – County staff, payroll decline
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_11_A1_TulsaC492995
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Tulsa World – Stats refute EPA complaints
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120603_49_E3_CUTLIN544670
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: City councilors face tough task in crafting budget
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120604_11_A7_Cityco220539
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: In Tulsa, for now at least, its jobs, jobs, jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120602_61_A18_Unempl405995
 
Tulsa World – Plan to rate judges draws fire
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120604_16_A1_OKLAHO599432
 
Tulsa World – Clean-water heroes get chicken litter out of city water
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120604_16_A9_CUTLIN591090

Tulsa World – Rep. Sullivan faces tough opponent in Bridenstine
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_CUTLIN989914
 
Tulsa World – 2nd Dist Dem candidates differ on issues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120603_16_A22_CUTLIN651295
 
Tulsa World – Political notebook
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A4_Democr990435
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma lacks deal to collect taxes from Amazon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120603_16_A1_Whileo857299
Tulsa World – Assessor’s office, continuum – of – care nonprofits in tax dispute
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120602_16_A1_CUTLIN745344
 
The Journal Record – Tate responds to uproar over firings
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/tate-ceo-stands-by-decison-to-fire-25-after-leaked-audio-
goes-viral-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Hand Up Ministries seeks restraining order against new law
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/hand-up-ministries-seeks-restraining-order-against-new-
law/
 
The Journal Record – U.S. consumer spending up .3 pct in April
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/u-s-consumer-spending-up-0-3-percent-in-april-general-
news/
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The Journal Record – Gas prices are silver lining as economy weakens
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/gas-prices-are-silver-lining-as-economy-weakens-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Exxon Mobil considering Baytown expansion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/01/exxon-mobil-considering-baytown-expansion-energy/
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
USA Today - Lopresti: Oklahoma ‘consumed’ with its Thunder
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/columnist/lopresti/story/2012-06-07/Oklahoma-governor-
Mary-Fallin-Oklahoma-City-Thunder/55447246/1
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma delegation is heading to energy trade show in Calgary, Alberta,
Canada
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-delegation-is-heading-to-energy-trade-show-in-calgary-
alberta-canada/article/3682342
 
 
The Oklahoman – Boeing opens second OKC facility; will expand to 1,200 jobs by 2014
http://newsok.com/boeing-opens-second-okc-facility-will-expand-to-1200-jobs-by-
2014/article/3682369
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Capitol Beat OK – Fallin signs bills boosting funding for ODOT
http://watchdog.org/20056/fallin-signs-bills-boosting-funding-for-oklahoma-department-of-
transportation/
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial - Oklahoma bridge – funding bills worth celebrating
http://newsok.com/span-cycle-bridge-repair-bills-worth-celebrating/article/3681996
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor inaugurates new Boeing facility in OKC
http://www.ktul.com/story/18733775/governor-inaugurates-new-boeing-facility-in-okc
 
The Oklahoman – Reba McEntire receives the Annie Oakley Society Award in OKC
http://newsok.com/reba-mcentire-receives-the-annie-oakley-society-award-in-oklahoma-
city/article/3682385?custom_click=headlines_widget
 
The Norman Transcript – Boeing opens facility in southeast OKC
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x883171436/Boeing-opens-facility-in-southeast-OKC
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
The Oklahoman – Misuse of Oklahoma County property a long-running practice in Dist. 2
http://newsok.com/misuse-of-oklahoma-county-property-a-long-running-practice-in-district-
2/article/3682422
The Oklahoman – State of Oklahoma appeals abortion drug ruling
http://newsok.com/state-of-oklahoma-appeals-abortion-drug-ruling/article/3682384
 
The Oklahoman – Okla. officials encourage state employees to change passwords following
LinkedIn security breach
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-encourage-state-employees-to-change-passwords-
following-linkedin-security-breach/article/3682362
 
The Oklahoman – Downtown OKC hotels booked for NBA finals
http://newsok.com/downtown-oklahoma-city-hotels-booked-for-nba-finals/article/3682361?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Energy companies making progress in OKC moves
http://newsok.com/energy-companies-making-progress-in-oklahoma-city-
moves/article/3682378?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Okla. Sen. Tom Coburn says GOP may block appellate nominee from
OKC
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-says-gop-may-block-appellate-nominee-
from-oklahoma-city/article/3682360
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obama’s European tax hikes
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamas-european-tax-hikes/article/feed/391584
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma County budget in final stages of approval
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-county-budget-in-final-stages-of-approval/article/3682413
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The Oklahoman – Okla. attorney general appeals off-label abortion drug ruling
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-attorney-general-appeals-off-label-abortion-drug-
ruling/article/3682284
 
Tulsa World – Education dept to redact information
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120608_19_A1_Amidou880588
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma attorney general appeals abortion drug decision
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120608_16_A1_OKLAHO530598
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa has strengths, weaknesses, study finds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120608_46_E1_CUTLIN534187
 
Tulsa World – Farm bill clears 1st hurdle in Senate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120608_47_E2_WASHIN502553
 
Tulsa World – Bernanke sees no imminent need to aid economy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120608_46_E3_CUTLIN398049
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Rights waiver
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120608_61_A16_Statee441468
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Oklahoma’s latest revenue report mixed
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120607_61_A16_Thelat295811
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: U.S. drone attacks put hurt on al-Qaida
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120607_61_A16_Someal290277
 
Tulsa World – Sales-tax revenue for city up 10.8 percent over last June
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A11_Tulsas138851
 
Tulsa World – Lead-paint rules addressed in Inhofe, Sullivan bills
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A10_WASHIN229251
 
Tulsa World – Republicans clash with AG on fast and furious
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120608_13_A10_WASHIN252623
 
Tulsa World – AP impact: Suicides are surging among US troops
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120608_13_A7_WASHIN372066
 
Tulsa World – Emergency rules for pet breeders coming soon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A1_OKLAHO981127
 
Tulsa World – City asked to explain proposed rate hikes to residents
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN755398
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake linked to home sales on OKC block
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/chesapeake-linked-to-home-sales-on-okc-block-real-
estate/
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission blocks OG&E interim rate increase
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/corporation-commission-blocks-oge-interim-rate-
increase-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Study finds benefit in phone-based psychological counseling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/study-finds-benefit-in-pone-based-psychological-
counseling-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Communications union wins ruling on AA vote
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/communications-union-wins-ruling-on-american-
airlines-vote-aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – Transportation funding targets bridges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/06/transportation-funding-targets-bridges-capitol/
 
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Education officials agree to redact student data in appeals 

http://newsok.com/education-officials-agree-to-redact-student-data-in-

appeals/article/3682465#ixzz1xD5dGLql

 

CDC: Older teens often text while behind the wheel 

Read more: http://newsok.com/cdc-older-teens-often-text-while-behind-the-

wheel/article/feed/391262#ixzz1xDAJa4BR

 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission denies interim rate increase for OG&E 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporation-commission-denies-interim-rate-increase-for-

oge/article/3682375#ixzz1xD7kEREe

 

Oklahoma Independent Petroleum Association headquarters is taking shape 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-independent-petroleum-association-headquarters-is-taking-

shape/article/3682341#ixzz1xD7sb8El
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Chesapeake to address shareholders today

http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-address-shareholders-today/article/3682462?

custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news

 

Reuters: The lavish and leveraged life of Aubrey McClendon 

http://newsok.com/reuters-the-lavish-and-leveraged-life-of-aubrey-

mcclendon/article/3682355#ixzz1xD8bVokK

 

Obamacare could hurt efforts to boost rural care in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/obamacare-could-hurt-efforts-to-boost-rural-care-in-

oklahoma/article/3682273#ixzz1xD9UQv2P

 

Federal bills will save lives of humans, exotic animals 

http://newsok.com/federal-bills-will-safe-lives-of-humans-exotic-

animals/article/3682285#ixzz1xD9tdFUK

 
 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Sales-tax revenue for city up 10.8 percent over last June

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A11_Tulsas138851

 

Friends of the Fairgrounds board dissolves itself

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_16_A11_CUTLIN65237

 

 

Senate panel advances 2 Oklahoma judicial nominees

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_12_A10_CUTLIN876528

 

Local, State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120608_11_A15_CUTLIN137301

 

OU President Boren announces $250,000 Hamm prize for diabetes research

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=17&articleid=20120608_11_A13_CUTLIN406720

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Fourth Reading: Grading the state Senate

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/07/fourth-reading-grading-the-state-senate-opinion/
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Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Lacey Stevenson
Subject: FW: 7/10/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 10:46:00 AM

Thanks Lacey!
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 8:01 AM
Subject: 7/10/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Benefit
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120710_61_A13_SomeOk451164
 
PR Web (Sioux City, Iowa) – Radius Steel Fabrication – SOO Tractor attends GPS
http://www.equities.com/news/headline-story?dt=2012-07-10&val=253900&cat=energy
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Aerospace Company to bring hundreds of jobs to Stillwater
http://www.news9.com/story/18980527/aerospace-company-to-bring-hundreds-of-jobs-to-
stillwater
 
North Escambia online news paper (Florida) – Rick Scott, Pensacola Mayor on European
trade mission
http://www.northescambia.com/2012/07/rick-scott-pensacola-mayor-on-european-trade-

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=010003
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mission
 
Lawn & Landscape (online magazine) – Oklahoma recognizes irrigation
http://www.lawnandlandscape.com/ll-oklahoma-irrigation-month.aspx
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Fallin welcomes ASCO incorporated to Stillwater
http://www.ktul.com/story/18983168/asco-incorporated-to-come-to-stillwater
 
Associated Press – Aerospace company to open plant in Stillwater
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-07-09/aerospace-company-to-open-plant-in-
stillwater
 
Tulsa World (Cartoon) – Tough decision?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
articleid=20120710_63_A13_BRUCEP519701
 
Tulsa World – Belgium aerospace company lands in Stillwater
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_11_A1_CUTLIN838064
 
Tulsa World – State investment helps reduce bridge deficiencies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_11_A1_CUTLIN571142
 
Tulsa World – Drone industry potential for state bit, report says
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120710_16_A9_Olhmed919148
 
The journal Record – Landing in Stillwater: Belgian aerospace company buys building for
parts plant
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/landing-in-stillwater-belgian-aerospace-company-buys-
building-for-parts-plant-aerospace/
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Former auditor sentenced to 12 years in prison
http://newsok.com/former-auditor-sentenced-to-12-years-in-prison/article/3691098
 
The Oklahoman – Stillwater electronics firm wins award for space station technology
http://newsok.com/stillwater-electronics-firm-wins-award-for-space-station-
technology/article/3691110?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Govt agency proposes simpler mortgage forms
http://newsok.com/govt-agency-proposes-simpler-mortgage-forms/article/3691163?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Obama to push extension of some tax cuts
http://newsok.com/obama-to-push-extension-of-some-tax-cuts/article/3691131?
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custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Obamacare a minefield for workers in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/obamacare-a-minefield-for-workers-in-oklahoma/article/3691058?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – War on women is hardly a GOP exercise
http://newsok.com/war-on-women-is-hardly-a-gop-exercise/article/3691057?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma school district officials should move forward
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-school-district-officials-should-move-forward/article/3690229?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Vote results match spending in Oklahoma County primary
http://newsok.com/vote-results-match-spending-in-oklahoma-county-
primary/article/3691152
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma DHS cash payment options
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-cash-payment-options/article/3691106
 
The Oklahoman – Federal law limits welfare debit card use at casinos, strip clubs
http://newsok.com/federal-law-limits-welfare-debit-card-use-at-casinos-strip-
clubs/article/3691105
 
Tulsa World – Report: Middle-class Oklahomans could receive $3.5 billion in subsidies
under Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120710_16_A1_Middle484957
 
Tulsa World – Goldman’s Hawker Beechraft accepts $1.79 billion Chinese offer
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120710_45_E3_CUTLIN290004
 
Tulsa World – United reportedly will buy 100 Boeing 737s
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120710_45_E3_CUTLIN523792
 
Tulsa World – Regulators OK $4.3 million OG&E settlement
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_49_E1_OKLAHO826821
 
Tulsa World – EPA moving to eliminate ‘real gas’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_49_E1_Gasoli526698
 
Tulsa World – AMR reports industry – leading grown for seat-mile revenue
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_45_E2_ARCrha985626
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Tulsa World – NTSB: Trains in head-on crash weren’t speeding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_16_A12_OKLAHO185282
 
Tulsa World – OU students help ODOT get bridges repaired across the state
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_16_A4_CUTLIN102329
 
Tulsa World – Assessor appeals cancellation of care facilities’ taxes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_16_A5_CUTLIN461030
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission OKs rate case settlement
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/corporation-commission-oks-rate-case-settlement-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission keeps field inspectors busy
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/corporation-commission-keeps-field-inspectors-busy-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Faught, Mullin spar over health care attack ad
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/faught-mullin-spar-over-health-care-attack-ad-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – OKC school district to begin online classes
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/okc-school-district-to-begin-online-classes-general-
news/
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:06:00 AM

You are the man… Chipotle for lunch.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 7:41 AM
Subject: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Internet sales tax proposals may be gaining ground
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
 
Tulsa World – Fallin undecided on Internet sales tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120717_11_0_OKLAHO139483
 
Okemah News Leader – Gov. Mary Fallin names Wes Lane new chairman of DHS
commission
http://www.okemahnewsleader.com/v2/content.aspx?ID=50545&MemberID=1578
 
Tulsa World – Governor says youth expo can keep its funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OLHMIY168373
 
Tulsa World – CNG vehicle purchases by 13 states planned
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_CUTLIN311027
 
Northern Colorado Business Report – Hickenlooper asks automakers to make natural – gas
vehicles
http://www.ncbr.com/article/20120717/NEWS/120719924
 
The Oklahoman – Future of American Indian Cultural Center to be announced Thursday
http://newsok.com/future-of-american-indian-cultural-center-to-be-announced-
thursday/article/3688254
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Livestock show appropriation offers reason for Oklahoma
taxpayers to be concerned about budget-writing process
http://newsok.com/livestock-show-appropriation-offers-reason-for-oklahoma-taxpayers-to-
be-concerned-about-budget-writing-process/article/3693208?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Federal budget cuts could lead to 16,000 job losses in Oklahoma, report
says
http://newsok.com/federal-budget-cuts-could-lead-to-16000-job-losses-in-oklahoma-report-
says/article/3693296
 
The Oklahoman – Bush Institute issues book on economic growth
http://newsok.com/bush-institute-issues-book-on-economic-growth/article/3693326
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City based GMX Resources plans to sell East Texas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-gmx-resources-plans-to-sell-east-texas-
production/article/3693319
 
The Oklahoman – OSU, Stillwater officials develop plan to connect campus to downtown
http://newsok.com/osu-stillwater-officials-develop-plan-to-connect-campus-to-
downtown/article/3693466
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City survey shows residents are increasingly satisfied
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-survey-shows-residents-are-increasingly-
satisfied/article/3693320
 
The Oklahoman – Lawmakers’ letter urges against endangered listing for lesser prairie
chicken
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-letter-urges-against-endangered-listing-for-lesser-prairie-
chicken/article/3693293
 
The Oklahoman – Ariz. Sheriff says Obama birth certificate is fake
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http://newsok.com/ariz.-sheriff-says-obama-birth-certificate-is-fake/article/feed/405198
 
The Oklahoman – Court approves talks on sale of Hawker Beechcraft
http://newsok.com/court-approves-talks-on-sale-of-hawker-beechcraft/article/3693448?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – FDA: BPA no longer allowed in baby bottles
http://newsok.com/fda-bpa-no-longer-allowed-in-baby-bottles/article/3693447?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
Tulsa World – Families, businesses see rebate due to health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A1_Tosnso429887
 
Tulsa World – Levee official’s $11,148 raise draws questions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A1_ATulsa314530
 
Tulsa World – NORDAM fined $2 million in bribe case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120718_45_E1_NORDAM255978
 
Tulsa World – Romney pushes Obama attacks into Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120718_688_0_hrimgs339639
 
Tulsa World – Hawker Beechcraft OK’d to enter sale talks with Chinese company
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_45_E2_WICHIT101952
 
Tulsa World – OKC Chesapeake employees could split $123 million if company changes
hands
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_49_E1_Agroup118462
 
Tulsa World – Report: 8,000 Oklahoma defense-related jobs could be at risk with federal cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A14_WASHIN897531
 
Tulsa World – Pakistan, U.S. to resume talks on drone strikes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426
 
Tulsa World – Romney accuses Obama of casting shame on success
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_IRWINP229917
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves $1.25M contract for downtown park
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-
downtown-park-real-estate/
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The Journal Record – ONG to provide incentives for switching to CNG vehicles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-
vehicles-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Cole, James to be featured speakers at Indian Country Business
Summit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-
business-summit-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – States saying no to ‘Obamacare’ could see downside
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Bernanke: Recession likely if Congress doesn’t act
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: July 18, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/business-briefs-july-18-2012-general-news/
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KWON News Talk Radio – Tobacco ban in state-owned buildings
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-buildings
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin… Wayne
Pettigrew… Dan Boren
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahomans react to Supreme Court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-
decision/article/3688412
 
Tulsa World – New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=010003
mailto:Chase.Almen@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-buildings
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-decision/article/3688412
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-decision/article/3688412
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177


subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
 
Capitol Beat OK – 36 hours: Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma
http://watchdog.org/24354/36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma/
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-in-state-office-buildings-begins-sunday/article/3689020
 
Associated Press – Okla. seeks return of Ark. Brothers in slaying
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-slaying-
3675799.php
 
The Oklahoman – State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-
site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-
exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma seeks return of Arkansas brothers in slaying
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-slaying/article/3689032
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol’s paintings, experts say
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-
say/article/3689223
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ag Dept. program gives starting farmers a helping hand
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-farmers-a-
helping-hand/article/3689218
 
The Oklahoman – Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-flows/article/3689222?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – high court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Okla.
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-
oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education group doesn’t make grade in trying to sway
campaigns
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-
campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-
employees/article/3689046
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The Oklahoman – Gas under graveyards raises moral, money questions
http://newsok.com/gas-under-graveyards-raises-moral-money-questions/article/3689054
 
The Oklahoman – Frustrated states test boundaries of immigration laws
http://newsok.com/frustrated-states-test-boundaries-of-immigration-laws/article/3689172
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing
complaints
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-
complaints/article/3688769
 
the Oklahoman – Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-
bill/article/3688751
 
Tulsa World – Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
 
Tulsa World – Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
 
Tulsa World – Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation continues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
 
Tulsa World – Investing: Emerging markets, yes. Europe, not so much
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_526_0_hrimgs804090
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Grocery- store wine-sales measure advances
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State leaders still resisting compliance with ‘obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: How much more public money needs to be spent on Indian Cultural
Center?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436
 
Tulsa World – Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
 
Tulsa World – White House calls health – care mandate a penalty, not a tax
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subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077
 
Tulsa World – Super PACs get Tulsans’ cash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
 
Tulsa World – Affordable Care Act questions and answers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: Tea party voice amplified in Republican politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_CUTLIN495778
 
Tulsa World – For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa corps office OKs pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/tulsa-corps-office-oks-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – New War Veterans Commission members take on challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/
 
The journal Record – Law students to study health care ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-law/
 
The Journal Record – AB InBev to buy out Modelo for $20.1 billion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/ab-inbev-to-buy-out-modelo-for-20-1-billion-finance/
 
The Journal Record – RIM turnaround tougher, stock hits 9-year low
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/rim-turnaround-tougher-stock-hits-9-year-low-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Delta pilots ratify new contract
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/delta-pilots-ratify-new-contract-aerospace/
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing complaints 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-

complaints/article/3688769#ixzz1zTM57I00

 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs, June 30

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs-june-30/article/3688803
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Oklahoma education group doesn't make grade in trying to sway campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-

campaigns/article/3688619#ixzz1zTNeemHa

Real tax credit reform would benefit all taxpayers 

http://newsok.com/real-tax-credit-reform-would-benefit-all-

taxpayers/article/3688622#ixzz1zTO0Zgm9

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com
Homeowners say some banks still a stumbling block on refinancing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN80950

Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886

Super PACs get Tulsans' cash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338

City prepares for high water use

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN1121

Oklahoma Hall of Fame presenters named

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A15_CUTLIN418238

Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A8_WSIGOe265806

Daily U.S. Casualties

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_11_A6_bAfgha776654

Students' loan relief only good for one year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_11_A21_Congre527958

Oil: Price falls below $84 amid waning EU euphoria

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_501_0_Thepri172644

Hardesdy, Gilcrease centers more good news for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_Itwaso175077
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Instant economic development for Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120701_215_G1_Oklaho545735

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

U.S. consumer spending and wages flat in May

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/u-s-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-may-

general-news/

 

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/lawmakers-consider-next-move-for-museum-capitol/

 

Osage Manhattan to build two casinos

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/osage-manhattan-to-build-two-casinos-real-estate/

 

Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/

 

Oklahoma rig count up by 10 to 200

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/oklahoma-rig-count-up-by-10-to-200-energy/

 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Okla. prisons struggle to maintain staffing levels

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1395106372/Okla-prisons-struggle-to-maintain-

staffing-levels

 

State liquor retailers prepare for wine fight

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118604/State-liquor-retailers-prepare-for-wine-

fight

 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 8:01 AM
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User:  
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Tulsa world
User: 
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Okla. Gov. Mary Fallin declares drought emergency
http://www.ktul.com/story/19149822/okla-gov-mary-fallin-declares-drought-emergency
 
NewsMax – Obamacare a tough sell in Oklahoma
 
http://www.newsmax.com/US/Obamacare-Oklahoma-carinsurance-
mandate/2012/07/30/id/446976
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin declares state of emergency for all 77
counties due to drought
 
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/oklahoma-governor-mary-fallin-declares-state-of-
emergency-for-all-77-counties-due-to-drought
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CNBC – Drought spurs ethanol push-back; World Bank watchful
http://www.cnbc.com/id/48406752
 
Shawnee News Star – Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans
http://www.news-star.com/news/x1814083357/Conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-
Republicans?zc_p=0
 
Tulsa World – Top veterans affairs officials out amid neglect, abuse investigations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120731_17_A1_CUTLIN455712
 
Tulsa World – At least 10 homes damaged in Oklahoma grass fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_OKLAHO976945
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s drought conditions prompt governor to declare emergency
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-drought-conditions-prompt-governor-to-declare-
emergency/article/3696825
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to bake in summer heat wave that grips southern
plains
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-bake-in-summer-heat-wave-that-grips-southern-
plains/article/3696978
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma cities, towns forfeit state fuel taxes for failing to file audit
reports
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-towns-forfeit-state-fuel-taxes-for-failing-to-file-audit-
reports/article/3696794
 
The Oklahoman – Republican opposition in Senate kills move to confirm Oklahoma to
appeals court post
http://newsok.com/republican-opposition-in-senate-kills-move-to-confirm-oklahoman-to-
appeals-court-post/article/3696782
 
The Oklahoman – Retailers hope back to college buying spurs big ticket purchases
http://newsok.com/retailers-hope-back-to-college-buying-spurs-big-ticket-
purchases/article/3696822?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development
http://newsok.com/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development/article/3696955?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Boulevard fight represents divide between traditional road design, modern
urban planning
http://newsok.com/boulevard-fight-represents-divide-between-traditional-road-design-
modern-urban-planning/article/3696824?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Natural gas prices increases
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http://newsok.com/natural-gas-price-increases/article/3696823?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are
unfounded
http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-
unfounded/article/3696764?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma economy may be off with fewer tax carve-outs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-economy-may-be-off-with-fewer-tax-carve-
outs/article/3696036?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: August not majestic, but month had a royal role to play
http://newsok.com/august-not-majestic-but-month-had-a-royal-role-to-play/article/3696027?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Group appeals personhood ruling to U.S. Supreme Court
http://newsok.com/group-appeals-personhood-ruling-to-u.s.-supreme-court/article/3696786
 
Tulsa World – Tulsans face possible water rationing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=100&articleid=20120731_16_A1_CUTLIN8445
 
Tulsa World – State malpractice judgments at 10 year low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Tenmef134018
 
Tulsa World – Romney garners Polish praise
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_CUTLIN296007
 
Tulsa World – Boeing 787 engine spews debris
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120731_45_E2_CUTLIN950118
 
Tulsa World – AMR starts merger review process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_45_E1_Americ226382
 
Tulsa World – Bankrupt Solyndra files plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_49_E1_Solynd144838
 
Tulsa World – World, Oklahoma business travel up, US down slightly
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_45_E1_Global18463
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Cautionary tale
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Whatsh849332
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Tulsa World – Opinion: Coburn helping to advance deficit debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120730_61_A9_USSenT691279
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma cities lose gas tax revenue
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A14_OKLAHO223327
 
Tulsa World – Democrats rumored to add gay unions to party platform
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_WSIGOh678396
 
The Journal Record – Corn, soybean and wheat prices drive up farmland values
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/corn-soybean-and-wheat-prices-drive-up-farmland-
values-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – AG reports Medicaid fraud cases
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/ag-reports-medicaid-fraud-cases-law/
 
The Journal Record – No ruling yet on Continental Resources meeting
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/no-ruling-yet-on-continental-resources-meeting-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Lawsuits blamed for demise of gas can maker Blitz
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/lawsuits-blamed-for-demise-of-gas-can-maker-law/
 
The Journal Record – OKC officials tout boost in tax revenues
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/okc-officials-tout-boost-in-tax-revenues-finance/
 
The Journal Record – State gets poor marks for disclosure
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-gets-poor-marks-for-disclosure-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Personhood backers appeal Okla. Supreme Court ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-court-ruling-
law/
 
The Journal Record – Democratic reports blasts for – profit colleges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-capitol/
 
The journal Record – Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-republicans-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development
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The Journal Record – State senator faces uphill marijuana battle
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Tulsa World – Air show in England to draw state, industry officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_16_A1_CUTLIN422594
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Is Oklahoma ready for Healthcare reform?
http://www.ktul.com/story/18906999/is-oklahoma-ready-for-healthcare-reform
 
Tulsa World – Lawmaker pushes Fallin to refuse to implement health – care law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120704_16_A4_CUTLIN775458
 
1520 News Talk – Coburn asks governor not to implement Obamacare
http://www.kokcradio.com/localnews/channels/Story.aspx?ID=1732653
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Capitol Beat OK – OK: Coburn joins GOP lawmakers pushing to stall health exchanges
http://watchdog.org/24814/ok-coburn-joins-gop-lawmakers-pushing-to-stall-health-
exchanges/
 
The City Sentinel – 36 Hours: ObamaCare in Oklahoma
http://city-sentinel.com/?p=2757
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Payne County officials OK agreement with TransCanada
http://www.newson6.com/story/18942240/payne-county-officials-okay-agreement-with-
transcanada
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Fallin’s office says no special session
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x2004678224/Fallin-s-office-says-no-special-session
 
The Oklahoman – OKC metro-area briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-news-briefs/article/3689655
 
KRMG News Talk Radio – Fallin will take her time on Obamacare Medicaid decision
http://www.krmg.com/news/news/local/fallin-will-take-her-time-obamacare-medicaid-
decis/nPmJK/
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – New Oklahoma teacher evaluation system to begin test year
http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-teacher-evaluation-system-to-begin-test-
year/article/3689746
 
The Oklahoman – Iowa governor leaves hospital after choking on carrot
http://newsok.com/feed/iowa-governor-leaves-hospital-after-choking-on-
carrot/article/3689807?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Agritourism tour help Okla farms, wineries grow
http://newsok.com/agritourism-tour-helps-oklahoma-farms-wineries-grow/article/3689764?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – On pension reform, Oklahoma cant rest on laurels
http://newsok.com/on-pension-reform-oklahoma-cant-rest-on-laurels/article/3689636?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. James Lankford answers constituent questions about health care
http://newsok.com/rep.-james-lankford-answers-constituent-questions-about-health-
care/article/3689687
 
The Oklahoman – Republican congressional candidates in Oklahoma spar over campaign ad
about health care
http://newsok.com/republican-congressional-candidates-in-oklahoma-spar-over-campaign-
ad-about-health-care/article/3689673
 
The Oklahoman – Many American Indians concerned about living next to power plants
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http://newsok.com/many-american-indians-concerned-about-living-next-to-power-
plants/article/3689810
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City Council votes to expand city landfill near Baptist church
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-votes-to-expand-city-landfill-near-baptist-
church/article/3689665
 
The Oklahoman – Debate goes on about what to call health care insurance noncompliance
payment
http://newsok.com/debate-goes-on-about-what-to-call-health-care-insurance-
noncompliance-payment/article/3689677
 
The Oklahoman – Obama administration lawsuit could finally decide freedmen issue,
Cherokee Nation says
http://newsok.com/obama-administration-lawsuit-could-finally-decide-freedmen-issue-
cherokee-nation-says/article/3689660
 
The Oklahoman – Investigation finds missing ballots accounted for in OK HD 71 race
http://newsok.com/investigation-finds-missing-ballots-accounted-for-in-oklahoma-hd-71-
race/article/3689678
 
Tulsa World – 36th FreedomFest draws crowds to River Parks for $40,000 fireworks show
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_11_A1_ULNSie379033
 
Tulsa World – AP Survey: Next president faces high unemployment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=48&articleid=20120705_48_0_WASHIN807691
 
Tulsa World  - Storms – on – steroids ‘derechos’ not uncommon for Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=100&articleid=20120705_100_A13_Aftera441272
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Odd couple Inhofe, Boxer get transportation bill approved
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120705_61_A16_Dsiete234604
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State Capitol’s problems an embarrassment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120704_61_A18_CUTLIN800208
 
Tulsa World – Obama thanks military families at White House Fourth of July
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120705_13_A9_CUTLIN481291
 
Tulsa World – Obama back on the bus
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN181992
 
Tulsa World – Romney calls Obama health-care requirement a tax
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Tulsa World – Henryetta city manager trying to cheat system, firefighter pension officials
allege
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_16_A11_Offici146544
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma bankruptcies decline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/oklahoma-bankruptcies-decline-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Drilling boom boosts D&L Oil Tools
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/drilling-boom-boosts-dl-oil-tools-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Website aims to help royalty owners
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/website-aims-to-help-royalty-owners-energy/
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves construction of Chesapeake CNG station
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/okc-council-approves-construction-of-chesapeake-cng-
station-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Investors pay $2.57M for south Tulsa Sleep Inn, plot renovations
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/investors-pay-2-57m-for-south-tulsa-sleep-inn-plot-
renovations-real-estate/
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Debate goes on about what to call health care insurance noncompliance payment

http://newsok.com/debate-goes-on-about-what-to-call-health-care-insurance-

noncompliance-payment/article/3689677#ixzz1zktvZ24G

 

Malware may knock thousands off Internet on Monday

http://newsok.com/malware-may-knock-thousands-off-internet-on-

monday/article/feed/400767#ixzz1zkp5tOrO

 

 

Council approves anti-smoking sign for Oklahoma City parks

http://newsok.com/council-approves-anti-smoking-sign-for-oklahoma-city-

parks/article/3689743#ixzz1zkpZVqiY

 

 

 

Military base closures, mergers save less money than Pentagon projected

http://newsok.com/military-base-closures-mergers-save-less-money-than-pentagon-

projected/article/3689808#ixzz1zksFBGRp

 

New Oklahoma wind farm begins operation

http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-wind-farm-begins-operation/article/3689652
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Didn't send your kid to war? Couples say send money, instead
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Good choice
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The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

US unemployment aid applications fall to lowest in 6 weeks, while companies boost hiring

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_UNEMPLOYMENT_BENEFITS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html
 

 

Statewide AP stories
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Counterclaim filed in freedmen dispute
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Chacey Schoeppel
Subject: FW: 7/6/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 9:06:00 AM

 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2012 7:58 AM
Subject: 7/6/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Finding Petroleum, online magazine – Arecon Data develops cloud tubular tracking software
http://www.findingpetroleum.com/n/Arecon_Data_develops_cloud_tubulars_tracking_software/8dd40db8.aspx
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Medicaid expansion would greatly aid state
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120706_61_A16_GvayFl809866
 
Politico – GOP women take on higher profile
http://www.politico.com/blogs/charlie-mahtesian/2012/07/gop-women-take-on-higher-profile-128132.html
 
KRMG News Talk Radio – Fallin not being vetted to be ‘Veep’
http://www.krmg.com/news/news/local/fallin-not-being-vetted-be-veep/nPnLG/
 
Edmond Sun – Lawmakers address military needs
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x546500274/Lawmakers-address-military-needs
 
The Oklahoman – Plugging In: Business briefs for July 6
http://newsok.com/plugging-in-business-briefs-for-july-6/article/3689999?
custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news
 
The Oklahoman – Governor will lead trade delegation to air show near London
http://newsok.com/air-show-visit-could-spur-jobs/article/3690101
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The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin’s daughter marries three months after annulment
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-daughter-marries-three-months-after-
annulment/article/3689970
 
The Oklahoman – Questions and answers with Victor Bird, director of the Oklahoma Aeronautics
Commission
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-victor-bird-director-of-the-oklahoma-aeronautics-
commission/article/3690005
 
Tulsa World (Cartoon) – Money for schools?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/BrucePlante.aspx?
subjectid=63&articleid=20120706_63_A16_BRUCEP512369
 
Tulsa World – Gov. Fallin’s daughter married seven weeks after annulment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO492026
 
Tulsa World – Romney’s wife says women being eyed for ticket
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_WOLFEB907797
 
Tulsa World – Law sought to restrict role of governor in parole process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO331445
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Officials: Romney, RNC haul in $100 million-plus
http://newsok.com/officials-romney-rnc-haul-in-100-million-plus/article/feed/401015?
custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. Jackson treated for more serious ailments
http://newsok.com/rep.-jackson-treated-for-more-serious-ailments/article/feed/400881?
custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
 
The Oklahoman – Tobacco ban takes effect this week at OU
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-takes-effect-this-week-at-university-of-oklahoma/article/3689972
 
The Oklahoman – Continental Resources program helps make relocation to OKC smooth
http://newsok.com/continental-resources-helps-make-relocation-to-okc-smooth/article/3690009
 
The Oklahoman – Corrections never fails to present challenges for Oklahoma policymakers
http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-
policymakers/article/3689940?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoma – Oklahoma growth rate slows due to declining oil, natural gas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-growth-rate-slows-due-to-declining-oil-natural-gas-
production/article/3689888
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. hiring outlook improves, but economy still weak
http://newsok.com/u.s.-hiring-outlook-improves-but-economy-still-weak/article/3690008
 
The Oklahoman – US Airways CEO says merger delays ‘fine by us’
http://newsok.com/us-airways-ceo-says-merger-delays-fine-by-us/article/3690001
 
Tulsa World – State seeking mortgage-victim applicants for $18.6 M redress fund
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN466943
 
Tulsa World – Does your insurance qualify under ACA? Oklahomans won’t know anytime soon
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A1_Withth737011
 
Tulsa World – US Airways CEO: Merger delay ‘fine by us’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120706_46_E1_CUTLIN973956
 
Tulsa World – Chesapeake a ‘top’ position of New York hedge fund
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120706_498_E1_CUTLIN256210
 
Tulsa World – US hiring likely improved only modestly in June
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20120706_48_0_WSIGOi768932
 
Tulsa World – GOP runoff candidates Mullin, Faught spar over ‘single payer’ comment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_16_A7_CUTLIN284286
 
Tulsa World – State revenue rises 7.7 percent in fiscal 2012
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OKLAHO965822
 
Tulsa World – GOP critics attack Romney’s safe approach
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_688_0_hrimgs78938
 
Tulsa World – OKC gains priceless global exposure during NBA finals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OLHMIY260267
 
Tulsa World – New jobs report looms over Obama campaign bus trip
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_SANDUS904890
 
The Journal Record – Ruling could hike tribes’ employer insurance premiums
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/ruling-could-hike-tribes-employer-insurance-premiums-law/
 
The Journal Record – Edmond business iCelebrateDiversity.com tries crowd funding
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/edmond-business-icelebratediversity-com-tries-crowdfunding-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Decline in energy taxes slows Okla. growth rate
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-finance/
 
The Journal Record – TransCanada: Lawsuit won’t stop pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/transcanada-lawsuit-wont-stop-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – US economy added 80,000 jobs in June, unemployment rate unchanged at 8.2 percent
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_ECONOMY?
SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html
 
The Journal Record – State lawmakers vow to fight ‘obamacare’
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/state-lawmakers-vow-to-fight-obamacare-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Assembly OKs adding bank settlement into Calif. Law
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/assembly-oks-adding-bank-settlement-into-calif-law-real-estate/
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
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Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: 7/9/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:24:00 AM

I saw your buddy is back.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 7:53 AM
Subject: 7/9/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Enid News & Eagle – Enid to host business summit
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1483831756/Enid-to-host-business-summit
 
Enid News & Eagle – State leaders now facing health care deadlines
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1483831332/State-leaders-now-facing-health-care-deadlines
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: New House Speaker T.W. Shannon faces
Republican balancing act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_Ispoke287587
 
KTUL Channel 8 – People rally against PPACA at State Capitol
http://www.ktul.com/story/18971869/people-rally-against-ppaca-at-state-capitol
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The Oklahoman – Healthcare summit coming to downtown OKC
http://newsok.com/healthcare-summit-coming-to-downtown/article/3690579
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin… Dan
Arthrell… Rep. Mike Ritze
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A9_hGovMa154392
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Gambling, losing on health
http://muskogeephoenix.com/opinion/x694484243/Gambling-losing-on-health
 
AP – Okla. leaders still mulling federal health care
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care-
3690378.php
 
Tulsa World – Obamatrip?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120707_61_A18_Thanks692932
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma higher education leaders concerned about shrinking state
funding
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-higher-education-leaders-concerned-about-shrinking-state-
funding/article/3690844
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s painkiller abuse ‘crisis’ is growing, experts say
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-painkiller-abuse-crisis-is-a-growing-problem-experts-
say/article/3690845
 
The Oklahoman – Murdered Oklahoma girl’s mother files $3million claim against state
http://newsok.com/murdered-oklahoma-girls-mother-files-3-million-claim-against-
state/article/3690910
 
The Oklahoman – Obama to push extension of middle-class tax cuts
http://newsok.com/obama-to-push-extension-of-middle-class-tax-cuts/article/feed/401783
 
The Oklahoman – By the numbers: online schools
http://newsok.com/feed/by-the-numbers-online-schools/article/3690909?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Stillwater entrepreneur draws on ranching roots to form successful
software firm
http://newsok.com/stillwater-entrepreneur-draws-on-ranching-roots-to-form-successful-
software-firm/article/3690575?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gains more than gaming from Chickasaw nation, study shows
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gains-more-than-gaming-from-chickasaw-nation-study-
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shows/article/3690587?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Rep. Frank Lucas to lead committee work on new farm bill next
week
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-rep.-frank-lucas-to-lead-committee-work-on-new-farm-bill-
next-week/article/3690570?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Resistance to health insurance exchanges only continues to build in GOP
http://newsok.com/resistance-to-health-insurance-exchanges-only-continues-to-build-in-
gop/article/3690894?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – More bad news on the economy, more dodging by the president
http://newsok.com/more-bad-news-on-the-economy-more-dodging-by-the-
president/article/3690228?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Money only part of the story in seeking elective office
http://newsok.com/money-only-part-of-the-story-in-seeking-elective-office/article/3690227?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – ScissorTales: Hate to say it, but here we go again
http://newsok.com/scissortales-hate-to-say-it-but-here-we-go-again/article/3690217?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Corrections never fails to present challenges for Oklahoma policymakers
http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-
policymakers/article/3689940?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Proposing reduction in Oklahoma lottery mandate is a ticket to controversy
http://newsok.com/proposing-reduction-in-oklahoma-lottery-mandate-is-a-ticket-to-
controversy/article/3689939?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – OKC council studies Sunday transit options
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-studies-sunday-transit-options/article/3690301
 
The Oklahoman – Groups rally against health care law at Oklahoma Capitol
http://newsok.com/groups-rally-against-health-care-law-at-oklahoma-capitol/article/3690743
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma leaders still mulling federal health care
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-leaders-still-mulling-federal-health-care/article/3690643
 
The Oklahoman – Hispanic Chamber plans program on Oklahoma’s changing demographics
http://newsok.com/hispanic-chamber-plans-program-on-oklahomas-changing-
demographics/article/3690290
 
The Oklahoman – Insure Oklahoma eyed for exchange by some lawmakers
http://newsok.com/insure-oklahoma-eyed-for-exchange-by-some-lawmakers/article/3690399
 
Tula World – Health law’s expanded Medicaid could halve Oklahoma’s uninsured poor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Moreth164331
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Tulsa World – Redistricting has added to Oklahoma GOP’s advantage
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120709_16_A1_Oklaho538532
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa index evidence of up and down first half for stock market
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120708_46_E1_CUTLIN405438
 
Tulsa World – Insider Overview: Chesapeake Energy Corp.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120709_49_A14_MrilAt892417
 
Tulsa World – Failed banks rarer as economy mends
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120708_51_E3_CUTLIN265131
 
Tulsa World – oil town’s teachers struggling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120708_501_E2_CUTLIN174809
 
Tulsa World – Action Line: Tax deductions help after sustaining weather-related property
damage
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120708_15_E2_bDearA931012
 
Tulsa World – Politics briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A5_hDemsw920645
 
Tulsa World – Analysis: Little hope for compromise in Congress
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120709_13_A13_WASHIN894740
 
Tulsa World – Some congressional candidates benefit from government health subsidies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A1_CUTLIN495415
 
Tulsa World – Clinton looks for better US – Pakistani cooperation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120708_13_0_TOKYOU195158
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma House to release list of approved studies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120708_16_A17_OKLAHO425178
 
The Journal Record – Work groups, American Airlines to resume talks
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/work-groups-american-airlines-to-resume-talks-
aerospace/
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The Journal Record – I2e cultivates networking with quarterly events
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/i2e-cultivates-networking-with-quarterly-events-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Experts: Drought inevitable for 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/experts-drought-inevitable-for-2012-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oil falls 3 pct. on signs of more economic trouble
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/06/oil-falls-3-pct-on-signs-of-more-economic-trouble-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Decline in energy taxes slows okla. growth rate
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-
finance/
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Oklahoman – Changes coming to Oklahoma’s Veterans Affairs Department, new
chairman pledges
http://newsok.com/states-va-will-see-changes-official-says/article/3697130
 
Shawnee News Star – City to begin level 2 water rationing
http://www.news-star.com/breaking/x1814084222/City-to-begin-Level-2-water-rationing
 
KWON News Talk Radio, Bartlesville – Fallin appoints two locals to state boards
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/36632012/fallin-appoints-two-locals-to-state-boards
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Chickasha family pleads with Governor to keep convicted killer behind
bars
http://www.news9.com/story/19162316/family-pleads-with-governor-to-keep-convicted-
killer-behind-bars
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Associated Press – Indiana governor’s race: Pence wants income tax cut, Gregg seeks equal
pay
http://www.news-sentinel.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20120731/NEWS/120739892
 
Politico – Romney, GOP high – rollers to meet in Aspen
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0712/79228.html
 
KOCO Channel 5 – Burn bans must meet state law specifications
http://www.koco.com/news/oklahomanews/around-oklahoma/Burn-bans-must-meet-state-
law-specifications/-/12530084/15889040/-/shrqliz/-/index.html
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma War Veterans Commission delays appointment of interim director
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120801_11_A1_OKLAHO652034
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Man ignores burn ban and starts Comanche County fire
http://newsok.com/man-ignores-burn-ban-and-starts-comanche-county-fire/article/3697293
 
The Oklahoman – Senate leaders gave Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn chance to take a stand on
state nominee
http://newsok.com/senate-leader-gave-oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-chance-to-take-a-stand-
on-state-nominee/article/3697073
 
The Oklahoman – Shell oil scales back Arctic drilling plan
http://newsok.com/shell-oil-scales-back-arctic-drilling-plan/article/3697272?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: How many college campuses is too many? That’s a tough
question to answer
http://newsok.com/how-many-college-campuses-is-too-many-thats-a-tough-question-to-
answer/article/3697046?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Gun permit applicants in Oklahoma should load up on patience
http://newsok.com/gun-permit-applicants-in-oklahoma-should-load-up-on-
patience/article/3697045?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Confirmation of highly qualified 10th Circuit nominee left to
languish some more
http://newsok.com/confirmation-of-highly-qualified-10th-circuit-nominee-left-to-languish-
some-more/article/3696984?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Claims by Obabacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are
unfounded
http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-
unfounded/article/3696764?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
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The Oklahoman – Editorial: Investors more bullish on Oklahoma’s oil, gas clime
http://newsok.com/investors-more-bullish-on-oklahomas-oil-gas-clime/article/3696762?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma economy may be off with fewer tax carve – outs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-economy-may-be-off-with-fewer-tax-carve-
outs/article/3696036?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Senate leaders gave Oklahoma Sen. Tom Coburn chance to take a stand on
state nominee
http://newsok.com/senate-leader-gave-oklahoma-sen.-tom-coburn-chance-to-take-a-stand-
on-state-nominee/article/3697073
 
The Oklahoman – Group appeals personhood ruling to US Supreme Court
http://newsok.com/group-appeals-personhood-ruling-to-u.s.-supreme-court/article/3696786
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma cities, towns forfeit state fuel taxes for failing to file audit
reports
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-towns-forfeit-state-fuel-taxes-for-failing-to-file-audit-
reports/article/3696794
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa mayor calls for voluntary water conservation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=100&articleid=20120801_11_A1_CUTLIN511620
Tulsa World – Obama pitches tax cuts as pocketbook issue in Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120801_688_0_hrimgs674129
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: New river park moves closer to reality
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120801_61_A16_Itisno689188
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Municipalities that cant meet audit requirement should rethink
incorporated status
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120801_61_A16_SomeOk595501
 
Tulsa World – Gay marriage ban backers seek Supreme Court review
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120801_13_A8_SANFRA186916
 
Tulsa World – House GOP presses for immediate help to farmers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120801_13_A10_WASHIN852937
 
Tulsa world – Texas GOP chooses tea party – backed Cruz for Senate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120801_13_A8_CUTLIN328409
 
Tulsa World – Fed wraps up meeting as markets await action
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120801_51_0_WSIGOh946569
 
The Journal Record – Quality Jobs confusion: Webco clarifies new jobs announcement
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/31/quality-jobs-confusion-webco-clarifies-new-jobs-
announcement-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – War Veterans Commission OKs retirement of Spear
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/31/wvc-oks-retirement-of-spear-capitol
 
The Journal Record – ONEOK posts second – quarter gains
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/31/oneok-posts-second-quarter-gains-energy/
 
The Journal Record – OKC receives EPA funds for park assessment
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/31/oklahoma-city-receives-epa-funds-for-park-assessment-
real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Badge of honor, mark of shame: Lawmaker rankings can have either
effect
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/31/badge-of-honor-mark-of-shame-lawmaker-rankings-
can-have-either-effect-capitol/
 
The Journal Record  - Republicans block confirmation of Oklahoma judge
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/31/republicans-block-confirmation-of-oklahoma-judge-
law/
 
The Journal Record – Unit Corp. reports $19M second quarter loss
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/31/unit-corp-reports-19m-second-quarter-loss-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oil prices fall as stimulus hopes fade
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/31/oil-prices-fall-as-stimulus-hopes-fade-energy/
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Operational grants sent to aid rural fire departments
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=716&articleid=20120811_16_A4_OKLAHO468717
 
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma legislature grants $3.87 million to rural fire departments
http://www.newson6.com/story/19249588/oklahoma-legislature-grants-38-to-863-rural-fire-
departments
 
Shawnee News Star – Passing stopped school buses carries consequence
http://www.news-star.com/news/x65940184/Passing-stopped-school-buses-carries-
consequence
 
Associated Press – Okla., federal officials assess wildfire damage
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http://www.durantdemocrat.com/view/full_story/19764462/article-Okla--federal-officials-
assess-wildfire-damage?instance=popular
 
Enid News & Eagle – Insurance commissioner shares info on health care exchanges
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1555259322/Insurance-commissioner-shares-info-on-health-
care-exchanges
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma AG investigates Pardon and Parole Board practices
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120810_11_0_Attorn541945
 
The Oklahoman (Blog) – Gov. Mary Fallin comments on Paul Ryan selection
http://blog.newsok.com/politics/2012/08/11/gov-mary-fallin-comments-on-paul-ryan-
selection/
 
NY Daily News – What they said: Oklahoma political leaders comment on choice of Rep.
Paul Ryan as GOP running mate
http://india.nydailynews.com/politicsarticle/3ab637956d5dbaeb2196932d0e08d3a3/what-
they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-of-rep-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-
mate
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board accused of secretly expediting release
of ineligible inmates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-accused-of-secretly-expediting-
release-of-ineligible-inmates/article/3699192
 
Tulsa World – Analysis: Fallin could lose debate with herself over ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN577885
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: CNG deserves same incentives as electric cars
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=213&articleid=20120812_213_G1_Idonto881730
 
The Oklahoman – DA holds firm on stance that parole board is violating law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A13_Oklaho452842
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Okla. Gov. praises Mitt Romney’s pick for running mate
http://www.news9.com/story/19253426/oklahoma-governor-praises-mitt-romneys-pick-for-
running-mate
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: Fallin made good move as consoler- in –
chief after fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN790864
 
Tampa Bay Online – Like everything at RNC, who speaks is a matter of politics
http://www2.tbo.com/news/politics/2012/aug/12/like-everything-at-rnc-who-speaks-is-a-
matter-of-p-ar-461801/
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Tulsa World – Sunday Morning Quarterback: Mary Fallin… Rickard Morrissette…
Oklahoma democrats
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_hGovMa738966
 
Enid News & Eagle – State fire depts. Awarded $4million to help with finances
 
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1744864719/State-fire-departments-awarded-4-million-to-
help-with-finances
 
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Kansas primaries offer some lessons for Oklahoma Republicans
http://newsok.com/kansas-primaries-offer-some-lessons-for-oklahoma-
republicans/article/3699824?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out
of the wrong hands
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-
out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207
 
The Oklahoman – Data shows most concealed carry applications are approved in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/data-shows-most-concealed-carry-applications-are-approved-in-
oklahoma/article/3700203
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to lag in submitting mental health records to federal
database
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-lag-in-submitting-mental-health-records-to-
federal-database/article/3700199
 
The Oklahoman – Failed airline deal grounds hundreds of flights
http://newsok.com/feed/failed-airline-deal-grounds-hundreds-of-flights/article/3700488?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Steel mill polluted town as Romney firm profited
http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-profited/article/feed/418038?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
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The Oklahoman – Editorial: Obama’s divisive ads a drawback to Olympic TV experience
http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-
experience/article/3699803?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Cost- shifting will only continue under Obamacare
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: In Oklahoma, Americans Elect ticket remains theoretical
http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-theoretical/article/3699813?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Increase in gas prices produces a mouthful of rhetoric
http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-rhetoric/article/3699812?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – As school begins again in Oklahoma, so will debate over students’ time in
classroom
http://newsok.com/as-school-begins-again-in-oklahoma-so-will-debate-over-students-time-
in-classroom/article/3699507?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Allegations against Oklahoma parole board demand serious
attention
http://newsok.com/allegations-against-oklahoma-parole-board-demand-serious-
attention/article/3699443?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Tea party gets its man in Ryan for VP
http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-president/article/feed/418841
 
The Oklahoman – Michelle Obama: Barrack is not Spiderman
http://newsok.com/michelle-obama-barack-is-not-spiderman/article/feed/418903
 
The Oklahoman – records to help ID persons prohibited from buying or owning a firearm are
extensive
http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-owning-a-
firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201
 
The Oklahoman – New Romney/ Ryan ad touts the ‘Romney plan’
http://newsok.com/new-romneyryan-ad-touts-the-romney-plan/article/feed/418499
 
The Oklahoman – Paul Ryan, the GOP, and the Jack Kemp model
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-the-gop-and-the-jack-kemp-model/article/feed/418563
 
The Oklahoman – DNC chair claims not to know if Obama super PAC is Democratic
http://newsok.com/dnc-chair-claims-not-to-know-if-obama-super-pac-is-
democratic/article/feed/418677
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. Paul Ryan, Mitt Romney’s running mate, has strong Oklahoma ties
http://newsok.com/rep.-paul-ryan-mitt-romneys-running-mate-has-strong-oklahoma-
ties/article/3700257
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Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – I-244 bridge construction on schedule despite record heat
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN681818
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa – area DHS official sees bright future with reforms
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN168574
 
Tulsa World – New U.S. attorney sees opportunity, some uncertainty
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120813_14_A1_CUTLIN32193
 
Tulsa World – Fort Worth TWU workers could take Tulsa jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120812_46_E1_CUTLIN161530
 
Tulsa World – A ‘pox’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_CUTLIN971840
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Latest Mars probe searches for signs of life
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_Snehmn19888
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Highway help
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Thefut242181
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Note to parole board: Follow the law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Heresa916696
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – Romney seeks distance from Ryan’s budget plans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120813_13_A5_CUTLIN193301
 
Tulsa World – Political Notebook: Budget discussion
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN100204
 
Tulsa World – State law bars data on mentally ill from criminal database
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The Journal Record – Continental Resources shareholders approve Wheatland Oil purchase
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/continental-resources-shareholders-overwhelmingly-
approve-purchase-of-wheatland-oil-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Syntroleum boosts its production
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/syntroleum-boosts-its-production-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Donations dwindling for state’s juvenile justice system gift program
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/donations-dwindling-for-states-juvenile-justice-system-
gift-program-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – US budget deficit totals $974 billion through july
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/u-s-budget-deficit-totals-974b-through-july-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Government wont put liens on divided tribal lands
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/government-wont-put-liens-on-divided-tribal-lands-
real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Agencies survey fire damage
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/09/agencies-survey-fire-damage-capitol/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Thassali Teague
Subject: FW: 8/8/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 10:40:00 AM

 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 8:04 AM
Subject: 8/8/12 Daily News Clips
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at GOP national convention
http://newsok.com/fallin-to-be-speaker-at-gop-convention/article/3699118
 
The Oklahoman – Gov. Mary Fallin selected as a RNC featured speaker
http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-selected-as-a-republican-national-convention-featured-
speaker/article/3698893
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor Mary Fallin pegged to speak at GOP convention
http://www.ktul.com/story/19220671/governor-mary-fallin-pegged-to-speak-at-gop-
convention
 
FOX 23 – Latest update on wildfires
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Latest-update-on-wildfires/o-KfAGF-
3kijfC9HZUethQ.cspx
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KRMG Radio – 209 homes destroyed by fires southwest of Tulsa
http://www.krmg.com/news/news/local/toll-more-200-homes-destroyed-fires-southwest-
tuls/nQDBs/
 
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Low rate of parole approvals bolsters argument to change
Oklahoma law
http://newsok.com/low-rate-of-parole-approvals-bolsters-argument-to-change-oklahoma-
law/article/3698688?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
Tulsa World – Health insurance exchange fought in Okla. 28 other states
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120808_16_A1_Plansf707901
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at RNC
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN184951
 
 
The Journal Record – Fallin tapped to speak at GOP convention in Fla.
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/fallin-tapped-to-speak-at-gop-convention-in-fla-capitol/
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Chesapeake to cut natural gas production
http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-cut-natural-gas-production/article/3699062
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma residents and companies to be honored for addiction education
efforts
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-residents-and-companies-to-be-honored-for-addiction-
education-efforts/article/3698985
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma wildfires take a toll on fire depts.
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-take-a-toll-on-fire-departments/article/3699021
 
the Oklahoman – Editorial: President’s tax plan, looming defense cuts would hurt Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/presidents-tax-plan-looming-defense-cuts-would-hurt-
oklahoma/article/3698949?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial Reforms to Oklahoma legal system show signs of success
http://newsok.com/reforms-to-oklahoma-legal-system-show-signs-of-
success/article/3698687?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma wildfires: six wildfires in Cleveland County suspicious, fire
chief says
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-six-wildfires-in-cleveland-county-suspicious-fire-
chief-says/article/3698885
 
The Oklahoman – GOP registration in Oklahoma continues to grow
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http://newsok.com/gop-registration-in-oklahoma-continues-to-grow/article/3698732
 
Tulsa World – Fire victims assess damage as federal assistance may be needed
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=716&articleid=20120808_12_A1_CUTLIN719838
 
Tulsa World – Process set for undocumented youthful immigrants to remain in the US
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=521&articleid=20120808_11_A1_Undocu41616
 
Tulsa World – American mechanics’ vote result expected at midday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120808_45_E1_ULNSmr438479
 
Tulsa World – FAA seeks $162 million in fines from AA for alleged safety violations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120808_45_E1_DALLAS933913
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa gas prices not expected to fall soon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120808_49_E1_Tlasmy904929
 
Tulsa World – US House Majority leaders cantor to stump for Bridenstine on Friday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_USHous155176
 
Tulsa World – Coburn: Republicans and Democrats responsible for economic problems
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN449369
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: More research could silence climate- change debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_Wehryu171163
 
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: State’s veterans care system cries for reform
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_TheOkl811215
 
The Journal Record – Analysts: Chesapeake on right track
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/analysts-chesapeake-on-right-track/
 
The Journal Record – OKC mulls changes to economic development programs
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/okc-mulls-changes-to-economic-development-
programs-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Governors aside, feds building health care markets
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/governors-aside-feds-building-health-care-markets-
health-care/
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The Journal Record – US employers post the most jobs in 4 years
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/u-s-employers-post-the-most-jobs-in-4-years-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Agriculture fire damages expected to be high
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/agriculture-fire-damages-expected-to-be-high-general-
news/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; "andrewjsilvestri "; Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: A Closer Look: Utah"s Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 8:33:27 PM

It may be a dead issue, but I liked some of the language and talking points they used...

----- Original Message -----
From: terryc@health.ok.gov [mailto:terryc@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 01:40 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: A Closer Look: Utah's Health Insurance Exchange

note the oklahoma reference at the bottom

http://www.governing.com/topics/health-human-services/closer-look-utah-health-insurance-
exchange.html#continued

---
This message was sent by terryc@health.ok.gov via http://addthis.com.  Please note that AddThis does
not verify email addresses.

Make sharing easier with the AddThis Toolbar:  http://www.addthis.com/go/toolbar-em

To unsubscribe, visit http://www.addthis.com/privacy/email-opt-out?
e=9FebB5ELjAfRDJAQiwqNF48imA2JTJAJ0QWQFA in your web browser.
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: "tulsawendy
Subject: FW: A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS .. ..
Date: Thursday, July 26, 2012 3:20:00 PM

 

From: John Goodwin [mailto  
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 1:40 PM
To: John Goodwin
Subject: FW: A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS .. ..
 
 
 

From: John Reaves [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 1:09 PM
To: Chris Paul; John Goodwin; Steve Iverson
Subject: FW: A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS .. ..
 
 
 
John Reaves
4200 E. Skelly Drive, Suite 600
Tulsa, OK 74135

Work: 918-488-1339
Fax:   918-523-7089

 

From: Dave Punnett 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 12:27 PM
To: 'Chris Punnett'; 'Curt Benefield'; John Reaves; Jeremy Alexander; jpitezel@ ; Matt
Roberts; Ron Henry; 'lindell gardner'; 'Ron Butterfield'
Subject: FW: A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS .. ..
 
 
 

From: lesbres@  
Sent: Monday, July 23, 2012 9:16 PM
To: Dave Punnett
Subject: Fwd: A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS .. ..
 

 

Message From

 Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS

 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=175201


 

November 6, 2012 will be the most
important date that will affect the rest
of your life ... The Choice Is Yours. 

 
A message from Blue Cross Blue

Shield
Professor Emeritus John W. Hill, JD, PhD

Kelley School of Business, Indiana University

hillj@indiana.edu

MEDICARE
Look clearly at the 2014 rate compared to the
2013 rate.

For those of you who are on Medicare, read
the following. It's short, but
important and you probably haven't heard
about it in the Mainstream News:

"The per person Medicare Insurance Premium
will increase from the present
Monthly Fee of $96.40, rising to:

$104.20 in 2012

$120.20 in 2013

And

$247.00 in 2014."

These are Provisions incorporated in the
Obamacare Legislation, purposely
delayed so as not to confuse the 2012 Re-
Election Campaigns. Send this to
all Seniors that you know, so they will know
who's throwing them under the
bus.
Peggy Riehle

about:blank


Internal Representative
Network Contracting
205-220-6778

 
 
 

 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: ACA 1413 Evaluation - POC Request - Oklahoma
Date: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 11:14:00 AM
Attachments: Attachment - Request from HHS.pdf

Request from HHS.PDF
Request from HHS.PDF

Importance: High

FYI
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com
 

From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 11:06 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; 'Cline, Dr.Terry L.'
Subject: FW: ACA 1413 Evaluation - POC Request - Oklahoma
Importance: High
 
I have received an Open Records request from the Tulsa World for correspondence related to the
request from HHS to identify points of contact for ACA Medicaid-related enrollment and the point of
contact for the state exchange activities. I am going to send this email below along with the
attachments in compliance with the request this afternoon. I wanted to give you notice and let you
know that you might also get a call from the reporter, Wayne Greene, as a result because some of
the correspondence mentions and attaches the letter you received on this issue from Mike.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
Nico
 
 

From: Buffy Heater 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 4:47 PM
To: 'michala.walker@oig.hhs.gov'
Cc: Garth L. Splinter; Mike Fogarty; Cindy Roberts
Subject: ACA 1413 Evaluation - POC Request - Oklahoma
Importance: High
 
Good Afternoon,
 
The Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA), Oklahoma’s single state Medicaid agency, has received
your request for contact information (name, address, telephone number, email address) for staff

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
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mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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who are most knowledgeable about the steps the State has taken or plans to take with regard to
implementing the requirements of Sections 1413 and 2201 of the Affordable Care Act, regarding
streamlined eligibility and enrollment as it pertains to State Medicaid programs.
 
The point of contact for the Medicaid requirements is Buffy Heater, MPH, Director of Planning &

Development, OHCA, 2401 NW 23rd St., Ste 1A, Oklahoma City, OK, 73107. She can be reached at
(405) 522-7545 or Buffy.Heater@okhca.org
 
We recognize the requests from the GAO and OIG ask for representatives from the Medicaid
agency, as well as for appropriate points of contact at other State entities. We understand that the
evaluation and survey will not be limited to Medicaid requirements but also include aspects of the
required interoperability with a health insurance exchange as of January 1, 2014.  To address this
request, the CEO of the OHCA, Mike Fogarty, has passed along the GAO and OIG request letters to
Oklahoma executive branch leaders. (Letters to Oklahoma Secretary of Health and Policy Director for
Governor Mary Fallin attached to this email.) It is anticipated they may identify an additional state
point of contact perhaps with broader knowledge of the plans for Oklahoma’s health insurance
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=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Governor Fallin Press; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
Date: Sunday, February 12, 2012 6:03:42 PM

FYI –
Talkers on the friend of the court brief that RGA policy team just filed with SCOTUS
 

From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Sunday, February 12, 2012 2:03 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Jon Thompson
Subject: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
 
Hello,
 
Some of you asked for talking points about the amicus/PPACA. Please find those below.
 
Best,
 
Mike
 

Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
 

Amicus Brief Topline Talking Points
 

The amicus brief has three main arguments:
 
1.      The presumption of Constitutionality attaching to PPACA is weak owing to

the irregular parliamentary process employed in its enactment.
 
2.      The fact that Congress has never before required a citizen to purchase a good

or service from another citizen negates the existence of that power.
 
3.      The individual mandate and penalty are contrary to the text of the commerce

clause and foundational understandings
 
While the amicus focuses on the individual mandate, this case is about far more than just the
individual mandate. The Obama administration’s healthcare takeover grants sweeping
authority to the federal bureaucracy to dictate to individuals, churches, charities, hospitals,
schools, businesses and states how they must operate. This is the opposite of the vision of
America set forth by our nation’s founders.

 
General PPACA Talking Points

 
1.                  The Obama Administration has failed to adequately respond to the states

requests for more flexibility: unfunded mandates, maintenance of effort,
healthcare exchanges, denied waivers.
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a.       Essential to note: Republican governors proactively offered 31 specific
solutions for reforming and saving Medicaid, but received no response
from the White House.
 

2.      True cost of Obamacare after the Democrats’ budget gimmicks are removed is
$2.5 trillion.
 

3.      States cannot afford Obamacare, and the White House’s failure to work with the
states creates more uncertainty for both state budgets, which in turns creates
uncertainty for businesses who don’t know how states will pay for Obamacare’s
provisions.

 

4.      ObamaCare is driving up premiums and jeopardizing coverage for millions of
Americans.  President Obama promised he would make our economy stronger, but
policies like ObamaCare have made it worse.

 

a.       The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Service actuaries find that
Obamacare will dramatically increase the near-term growth rate of health
care costs. In 2014, the actuaries find that growth in the net cost of health
insurance will increase by nearly 14 percent, compared to 3.5% if PPACA
had never passed.
 

b.      A June 2011 report by McKinsey & Co. found that 30-50 percent of
employers said they would stop offering health coverage once the bulk of
ObamaCare took effect.

 

c.       A May 2011 PriceWaterhouseCoopers survey found that 84 percent of
employers would make changes to their plan as a result of ObamaCare. 

 

d.      Candidate Obama repeatedly promised his health care plan would LOWER
premiums by $2,500 per family, and do so within his first term.  But the
price of the average employer-sponsored plan ROSE by more than $2,200
per family since Obama was first elected in 2008, according to studies
from the Kaiser Family Foundation.  In other words, Obama’s abandoned
promise has cost American families nearly $5,000 per year – a $2,200
premium increase compared to a $2,500 promised premium reduction. 

 

5.      Healthcare Exchanges: CMS continues to provide limited guidance and seeks to
mandate a one size fit all approach to exchanges. Contrary to a recent White
House report indicating that states are moving for embracing and implementing
healthcare exchanges, states remain confused and are either not moving forward
under any scenario or moving forward 1) play defense to the federal government,
or 2) implement a market based anti-obamacare exchange. 
 

6.      The Administration’s “compromise” on conscience protections for religious-
affiliated employers now places the mandate on insurers to sell contraceptive
coverage.



 

a.       While religious employers will no longer be forced to provide products to
which they have moral objections, they will be required to facilitate,
directly or indirectly, access to those products.  The Administration is
forcing religious groups to “wash their hands” of actions they find morally
objectionable by placing the mandate elsewhere.
 

b.      Also, the rule is not fully repealed.  The mandate will remain in place for
other employers who may have conscience concerns about coverage of
contraception and abortifacients.  Religious leaders have expressed their
strong desire to repeal the entire contraceptive mandate, noting that
maintaining this new federal requirement – included in the President’s
unpopular health care law – would still create moral difficulties for “good…
business people who can’t in good conscience cooperate” with a federal
mandate that violates their religious beliefs.

 

More Detailed Summary of Amicus Arguments

 

I.             THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY ATTACHING TO PPACA IS
WEAK OWING TO THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS EMPLOYED IN ITS
ENACTMENT.  There is doctrinal and philosophical support for such a presumption resting upon
notions of separation of powers, particularly where it appears PPACA was not passed through any
process resembling regular order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late on Christmas Eve
2009 as a floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative vehicle was a House tax
bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in PPACA.   PPACA passed the Senate
on cloture with considerable minority protest. To the extent that a presumption of constitutionality
arises from regular order and a hard look by Congress at the limits of its own power, those
conditions are simply not present.        

 

II.            THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED THE
POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A GOOD OR SERVICE FROM
ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXISTENCE OF THAT POWER.  In the
case of PPACA, the lack of historical precedent was well known to Congress before it acted.  At
the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires American citizens to purchase a good or
service from other citizens, namely, a health insurance policy.  When the Senate Finance
Committee asked the Congressional Research Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty
would be constitutional, the response was equivocal:  "Whether such a requirement would be
constitutional under the Commerce Clause is perhaps the most challenging question posed by such
a proposal, as it is a novel issue whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to
purchase a good or a service."  

 

III.           THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CONTRARY TO THE TEXT OF THE
COMMERCE CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS.       

 

A.            The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the Commerce



Clause.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or mutual change of goods,
wares, productions, or property of any kind, between nations or individuals, either by barter, or by
purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  This is commerce.  Its hallmarks are spontaneity and
voluntary activity; not a command to buy something.  The claim that commerce means not
commercial activity but mere passivity is violently discordant with any normal use of the word
commerce at the Founding or at any subsequent time.               

 

B.            The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted Makes it
Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods or
Services From Another Citizen.  The founding generation would have regarded as preposterous
any suggestion that Great Britain could have solved its colonial problems by commanding
Americans to purchase tea under the generally conceded power of parliament to regulate
commerce. 

 

C.            There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a Citizen to
Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen.              Because this regime viewed the
regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or threatened harm
to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the Commerce
Clause prior to 1938 would have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The question thus
becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that has extended the
Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?

 

D.            As this Court Found in Denying the Secretary's Motion to Dismiss, the Mandate
and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the Commerce Clause and Associated
Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by Supreme Court Precedent.  "[E]ven if [an]
activity be local and though it may not be regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature,
be reached by Congress if it exerts a substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this
irrespective of whether such effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct'
or 'indirect.'"  Wickard, 317 U.S.  at 125 (emphasis added).  Wickard marks the affirmative outer
limits of the Commerce Clause. 

 

Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that Congress can
regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the channels of interstate
commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce," and (3) "activities that substantially
affect interstate commerce."  Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59.  “[T]he Federal balance is too essential a
part of our constitutional structure and plays too vital a role in securing freedom for us to admit
inability to intervene when one or the other level of Government has tipped the scales too far." 
Id. at 578.

          

None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  This Court elsewhere
has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is limited by general principles of
federalism independent of any direct prohibition.  Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706 (1999) ("When a
'Law . . . for carrying into Execution' the Commerce Clause violates the principle of state
sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a 'Law . . . proper for
carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words of The Federalist,
'merely [an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'") (citing Printz, 521 U.S. at



923-24).  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate and penalty might be to the
congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under the Necessary and Proper
Clause. 
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a.       Essential to note: Republican governors proactively offered 31 specific
solutions for reforming and saving Medicaid, but received no response
from the White House.
 

2.      True cost of Obamacare after the Democrats’ budget gimmicks are removed is
$2.5 trillion.
 

3.      States cannot afford Obamacare, and the White House’s failure to work with the
states creates more uncertainty for both state budgets, which in turns creates
uncertainty for businesses who don’t know how states will pay for Obamacare’s
provisions.

 

4.      ObamaCare is driving up premiums and jeopardizing coverage for millions of
Americans.  President Obama promised he would make our economy stronger, but
policies like ObamaCare have made it worse.

 

a.       The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Service actuaries find that
Obamacare will dramatically increase the near-term growth rate of health
care costs. In 2014, the actuaries find that growth in the net cost of health
insurance will increase by nearly 14 percent, compared to 3.5% if PPACA
had never passed.
 

b.      A June 2011 report by McKinsey & Co. found that 30-50 percent of
employers said they would stop offering health coverage once the bulk of
ObamaCare took effect.

 

c.       A May 2011 PriceWaterhouseCoopers survey found that 84 percent of
employers would make changes to their plan as a result of ObamaCare. 

 

d.      Candidate Obama repeatedly promised his health care plan would LOWER
premiums by $2,500 per family, and do so within his first term.  But the
price of the average employer-sponsored plan ROSE by more than $2,200
per family since Obama was first elected in 2008, according to studies
from the Kaiser Family Foundation.  In other words, Obama’s abandoned
promise has cost American families nearly $5,000 per year – a $2,200
premium increase compared to a $2,500 promised premium reduction. 

 

5.      Healthcare Exchanges: CMS continues to provide limited guidance and seeks to
mandate a one size fit all approach to exchanges. Contrary to a recent White
House report indicating that states are moving for embracing and implementing
healthcare exchanges, states remain confused and are either not moving forward
under any scenario or moving forward 1) play defense to the federal government,
or 2) implement a market based anti-obamacare exchange. 
 

6.      The Administration’s “compromise” on conscience protections for religious-
affiliated employers now places the mandate on insurers to sell contraceptive
coverage.



 

a.       While religious employers will no longer be forced to provide products to
which they have moral objections, they will be required to facilitate,
directly or indirectly, access to those products.  The Administration is
forcing religious groups to “wash their hands” of actions they find morally
objectionable by placing the mandate elsewhere.
 

b.      Also, the rule is not fully repealed.  The mandate will remain in place for
other employers who may have conscience concerns about coverage of
contraception and abortifacients.  Religious leaders have expressed their
strong desire to repeal the entire contraceptive mandate, noting that
maintaining this new federal requirement – included in the President’s
unpopular health care law – would still create moral difficulties for “good…
business people who can’t in good conscience cooperate” with a federal
mandate that violates their religious beliefs.

 

More Detailed Summary of Amicus Arguments

 

I.             THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY ATTACHING TO PPACA IS
WEAK OWING TO THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS EMPLOYED IN ITS
ENACTMENT.  There is doctrinal and philosophical support for such a presumption resting upon
notions of separation of powers, particularly where it appears PPACA was not passed through any
process resembling regular order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late on Christmas Eve
2009 as a floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative vehicle was a House tax
bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in PPACA.   PPACA passed the Senate
on cloture with considerable minority protest. To the extent that a presumption of constitutionality
arises from regular order and a hard look by Congress at the limits of its own power, those
conditions are simply not present.        

 

II.            THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED THE
POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A GOOD OR SERVICE FROM
ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXISTENCE OF THAT POWER.  In the
case of PPACA, the lack of historical precedent was well known to Congress before it acted.  At
the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires American citizens to purchase a good or
service from other citizens, namely, a health insurance policy.  When the Senate Finance
Committee asked the Congressional Research Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty
would be constitutional, the response was equivocal:  "Whether such a requirement would be
constitutional under the Commerce Clause is perhaps the most challenging question posed by such
a proposal, as it is a novel issue whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to
purchase a good or a service."  

 

III.           THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CONTRARY TO THE TEXT OF THE
COMMERCE CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS.       

 

A.            The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the Commerce



Clause.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or mutual change of goods,
wares, productions, or property of any kind, between nations or individuals, either by barter, or by
purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  This is commerce.  Its hallmarks are spontaneity and
voluntary activity; not a command to buy something.  The claim that commerce means not
commercial activity but mere passivity is violently discordant with any normal use of the word
commerce at the Founding or at any subsequent time.               

 

B.            The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted Makes it
Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods or
Services From Another Citizen.  The founding generation would have regarded as preposterous
any suggestion that Great Britain could have solved its colonial problems by commanding
Americans to purchase tea under the generally conceded power of parliament to regulate
commerce. 

 

C.            There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a Citizen to
Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen.              Because this regime viewed the
regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or threatened harm
to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the Commerce
Clause prior to 1938 would have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The question thus
becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that has extended the
Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?

 

D.            As this Court Found in Denying the Secretary's Motion to Dismiss, the Mandate
and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the Commerce Clause and Associated
Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by Supreme Court Precedent.  "[E]ven if [an]
activity be local and though it may not be regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature,
be reached by Congress if it exerts a substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this
irrespective of whether such effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct'
or 'indirect.'"  Wickard, 317 U.S.  at 125 (emphasis added).  Wickard marks the affirmative outer
limits of the Commerce Clause. 

 

Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that Congress can
regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the channels of interstate
commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce," and (3) "activities that substantially
affect interstate commerce."  Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59.  “[T]he Federal balance is too essential a
part of our constitutional structure and plays too vital a role in securing freedom for us to admit
inability to intervene when one or the other level of Government has tipped the scales too far." 
Id. at 578.

          

None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  This Court elsewhere
has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is limited by general principles of
federalism independent of any direct prohibition.  Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706 (1999) ("When a
'Law . . . for carrying into Execution' the Commerce Clause violates the principle of state
sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a 'Law . . . proper for
carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words of The Federalist,
'merely [an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'") (citing Printz, 521 U.S. at



923-24).  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate and penalty might be to the
congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under the Necessary and Proper
Clause. 

 

 



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Amicus Brief Update
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:55:00 AM
Attachments: 2012 Amicus Draft - Initial Draft.docx

2012 Amicus Summary - PPACA Amicus 020212.docx
2012 Amicus Brief State Mandates and Burdens Resulting from Federal Health Reform.docx

Importance: High

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:57 AM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Conrad, Matt (GOV); Eige, Jasen (GOV); Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov; Lindsay Russell;
EGetchell@oag.state.va.us; Mike Adams
Subject: Amicus Brief Update
Importance: High
 
All:
 
Please find the updated Amicus Brief documents.  A summary and initial draft is attached.
 
This will be discussed by Martin Kent, COS to Gov. McDonnell on today’s Chief of Staff RGPPC COS
call  at 3 PM EDT.
 
To confirm on process, the goal is for RGPPC to be named as joining the amicus, as will Governor
McDonnell individually.  Duncan Getchell of the VA AG office will sign as a SCOTUS admitted
attorney.  The case will be styled as shown in the attached summary. 
 
What we need from you:
 

1.        Legal teams and General Counsels:  Sign off that a majority of our governors are
comfortable with RGPPC being named as joining the amicus.  Questions or concerns
regarding the legal brief should be directed to Martin Kent, COS to Gov Bob McDonnell,  or
Matt Conrad, Deputy COS to Gov McDonnell.   Please respond to Marie at

 once you are comfortable from your state. 
 

Martin Kent:  Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov
       Matt Conrad:  Matt.Conrad@governor.virginia.gov  and is (804) 692-2573
 
 

2.         Healthcare advisors and Action Officers:  We need additional data.  Please find attached a
document summarizing state mandates and burdens from PPACA. Additional thoughts are
welcome and data is encouraged. You may send that information to Marie to be
encorporated  at 

 
Thanks in advance for your attention to this matter.  About twice a year we have an important issue
we need to turn around quickly—this is one of them. We appreciate your patience.
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INTEREST OF THE AMICI AND BASIS OF AUTHORITY TO FILE

	The parties to this brief amicus curiae are the Commonwealth of Virginia  by and through its Attorney General, and the Governors of _________________.  This brief is authorized to be filed pursuant to Rule 37.4, Rules of the United States Supreme Court and the blanket consents filed in No. 11-398.  In addition to the interest asserted by the Virginia in support of standing in No. 11-420, the governors having an interest in not having to elect between administering an unconstitutional regime or submitting to federal administration of the health care law in their states.




SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT








ARGUMENT

the Presumption of Constitutionality attaching to PPACA is weak owing to the IRREGULAR parliamentary process employed in its enactment

	Even before actually exercising the power of judicial review to strike down an act of Congress in Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803), this Court assumed the existence of the power by reviewing and upholding an act of Congress in Hylton v. United States, 3 U.S. (Dallas) 171 (1796).  Justice Chase, however, remarked in his opinion:  "As I do not think the tax on carriages is a direct tax, it is unnecessary, at this time, for me to determine whether this court, constitutionally possesses the power to declare an act of Congress void, on the ground of its being made contrary to, and in violation of, the constitution; but if the court have such power, I am free to declare, that I will never exercise it, but in a very clear case."  )Id. at 175.  He repeated this formula with respect to treaties in Ware v. Hylton, 3 U.S. (Dallas) 199, 237 (1796), and again in Calder v. Bull, 3 U.S. (Dallas) 386, 395 (1798), with respect to a challenge to a state law under the ex post facto clause.  These statements have been viewed as the foundation for a presumption of constitutionality, David P. Currie, The Constitution in the Supreme Court:  The First Hundred Years 1789-1888, at 33 (University of Chicago Press 1985), although the same author notes uncertainty about "its consistency with Marbury's conclusion that the judges are oath-bound to disregard a law that offends the Constitution."  Id).

	There is doctrinal and philosophical support for such a presumption resting upon notions of separation of powers, particularly where it appears that Congress has taken a 'hard look' at its own powers.  See Stephen Breyer, Active Liberty:  Interpreting our Democratic Constitution, at 64-65 (Vintage Books 2006).  But the force of any presumption should be at its weakest where legislation has a common fame of irregularity such as that which attached  to the Kansas Nebraska Act of 1854, repealing the Missouri Compromise.  10 Stat. 277.   As reported by The Weekly Standard on January 31, 2011, pollsters Patrick Caddell and Douglas Schoen have written:  "it could even be that no such piece of major legislation has created the continued, vehement public opposition that health care has provoked since the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 . . . "  http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/political-consequences-obamacare_537735.html, page 1 of 3.

	Aside from substance, a serious problem with the Kansas-Nebraska Act was that it passed the House with the aid of those who purported to oppose it on the merits.  On May 15, 1854, there "was a roll call . . . in the House, not the Committee of the Whole, that required a two-thirds vote to postpone consideration of a Pacific railroad bill from May 16 to May 24 in order to allow continued action on the Nebraska bill in committee."  Michael F. Holt, The Rise and Fall of the American Whig Party, at 820 (Oxford University Press (paperback edition 2003) (© 1999 by Michael F. Holt).  "Had that procedural roll call been defeated, it is likely that the Nebraska bill would have been permanently buried, but it passed by a margin of 123-53, 16 more than the necessary two-thirds majority."  Id.   There were also resorts to unusual parliamentary maneuvers.  The House manager Alexander H. "Stephens would also discover or remember an obscure procedural rule by which the Nebraska bill was finally removed from the Committee of the Whole without the possibility of further amendment on the House Floor and forced a vote on final passage."  Id.  The vote was 113-110 on accepting the Senate bill as a substitute.  Id. at 821.   The Senate bill itself had passed the Senate a few minutes before five in the morning of March 4, following a session of seventeen hours.  John William Burgess, The Middle Period, 1817-58 at 398 (New York Charles Scribner's Sons 1897) (Google Books).  The Albany, New York Evening Journal, in its May 23, 1854 edition, opined:  "It was fitting that the Law should be passed as it was.  It was in accordance with its spirit that it should be concerned in treachery, sprung upon the House by a fraud and forced through it by a parliamentary lie."  Bleeding Kansas:  A Narrative Guide to the Sources, http://www.assumption.edu/ahc/Kansas/default.html, pages 2-3 of 14.  That this reflected mass opinion is suggested by the fact that the Northern Democrats who passed the law "suffered a massive rebuke at the hands of the electorate."  Holt at 838.

	Similarly, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 124 Stat. 119 (2010) ("PPACA"), was not passed through any process resembling regular order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late on Christmas Eve 2009 as a floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative vehicle was a House tax bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in PPACA.  See Const. Art. I, § 7; PPACA § § 9001; 9004; 9015; 9017; 10907 (taxes).  PPACA was passed, without committee hearing or report, employing such florid deal-making as to generate scornful popular terms like "the Louisiana Purchase" and "the Cornhusker Kick-back."  

	PPACA passed the Senate on cloture with considerable minority protest.  See, e.g., Cong. Rec. Nov. 2, 2009 S10965 (no bill); id., S10973 (bill being drafted behind closed doors); id., Nov. 17, 2009 S11397 ("The majority leader has had in his office a secret bill that he is working on that we have not seen yet."); id., S11401 (No Child Left Behind got 7 weeks on the floor – "We don't even have a bill yet"); id., Nov. 19, 2009 S11819 (bill is a shell, not a real one); id., Nov. 30, 2009 S11982 (official debate begins); id., Dec. 3, 2009 S12263 (bill has been on floor for 3 days and never has been in committee); id., Dec. 5, 2009 S12487 (majority will not slow down); id., Dec. 11, 2009 S12981 ("We are going to have three Democratic amendments and one Republican amendment voted on, and the Democrats wrote the bill"); id., S12977 (votes on amendments blocked; "In the meantime, this backroom deal that is being cut, which we haven't seen – supposedly it has been sent to the CBO to see what it would cost"); id., Dec. 14, 2009 S13144 ("There is somewhere in this building a hidden bill, known as the manager's amendment, which is being drafted by one or two or three people . . ."); id., Dec. 17, 2009 S13344 (bill is not being given the legislative time it deserves because the polls show a majority of Americans are against it and thus it has become a political nightmare for the majority who now simply want to ram it through before Christmas even though "no one outside the majority leader's conference room has seen it yet"); id., Dec. 22, 2009 S13756 (Nebraska deal);  Id., Mar. 10, 2010 H1307 (reconciliation being used because bill could not re-pass the Senate).    

PPACA has roiled America.  In the 2010 midterm election, the party that unanimously opposed PPACA in the House of Representatives saw its largest electoral gains in over seventy years.  With the intervention of six additional states in the Florida suit on January 19, 2011, it became possible for the first time in American history to count a clear majority of states in litigation with the federal government, each claiming that the federal government has exceeded its enumerated powers.  That same day the House of Representatives voted to repeal PPACA on a vote of 245 to 189.  On January 21, 2011, Oklahoma filed suit in the Eastern District of Oklahoma to vindicate a recently enacted constitutional amendment which conflicts with PPACA. 

To the extent that a presumption of constitutionality arises from regular order and a hard look by Congress at the limits of its own power, those conditions are simply not present with PPACA.  On October 22, 2009, the then Speaker of the House captured a certain prevailing mood when she famously replied "Are you serious?  Are you serious?" when asked where the Constitution conferred the power on Congress to require a citizen to purchase a good or a service from another citizen.  Flashback:  Pelosi on Obamacare's Constitutionality:  'Are You Serious?,' Matt Cover and Michael W. Chapman, http://cnsnews.com/news/article/flashback-pelosi-obamacares-constitutionality-are-you-serious



THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED THE POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A GOOD OR SERVICE FROM ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXISTENCE OF THAT POWER.

	The Attorney General of Virginia has previously noted that:

This is an odd moment in American history for Congress to claim the power to require one citizen to purchase a good or service from another.  It has been asserted only recently without judicial foreshadowing or doctrinal preparation.  Because of its sheer novelty, it arrives in the courts with a presumption of invalidity.

Cuccinelli, et al, Why the Debate Over the Constitutionality of the Federal Health Care Law is About Much More Than Healthcare, 15 Texas Review of Law & Politics, 334-35 (2011) (citing Free Enterprise Fund v. Public Company Accounting Oversight Bd., 130 S. Ct. 3138, 3159 (2010); Prinz v. United States, 521 U.S. 898, 918 (1997)).

	This Court in Free Enterprise Fund, 130 S. Ct. at 3159, quoted Judge Kavanaugh's dissent in the Court of Appeals:

"Perhaps the most telling indication of the severe constitutional problem with the PCAOB is the lack of historical precedent for this entity.  Neither the majority opinion nor the PCAOB nor the United States as intervenor has located any historical analogues for this novel structure.  They have not identified any independent agency other than the PCAOB that is appointed by and removable only for cause by another independent agency."

In Printz, 521 U.S. at 918, the Court said the fact that Congress had not asserted a particular power for 200 years "tends to negate the existence of that power."  See also, Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy v. Stewart, 131 S. Ct. 1632, 1641 (2011) ("Lack of historical precedent can indicate a constitutional infirmity").

	In the case of PPACA, the lack of historical precedent was well known to Congress before it acted.  At the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires American citizens to purchase a good or service from other citizens, namely, a health insurance policy.  Although Congress purported to be exercising Commerce Clause powers in enacting PPACA, this claim was known to be problematical.  When the Senate Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty would be constitutional, the response was equivocal:  "Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce Clause is perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is a novel issue whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to purchase a good or a service."  Jennifer Stahan and Cynthia Brougher, Cong. Research Serv., Requiring Individuals to Obtain Health Insurance:  A Constitutional Analysis 3 (2009).  See also, Congressional Budget Office Memorandum, The Budgetary Treatment of an Individual Mandate to Buy Health Insurance, August 1994 ("A mandate requiring all individuals to purchase health insurance would be an unprecedented form of federal action.")  Because an intervening election in Massachusetts removed the availability of cloture in the Senate, PPACA was necessarily passed by the House of Representatives unaltered.  Pub. L. No. 111-152, 124 Stat. 1029.  

The Mandate and Penalty are Contrary to the Text of the Commerce Clause and Foundational Understandings.

The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the Commerce Clause. 

	Article I, § 8 of the Constitution provides that "The Congress shall have Power . . . To regulate Commerce with Foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes."  Our classically educated Founders would have known that the word "commerce" is derived from the Latin commercium.  See N. Baily, Dictionarium Britannicum or a more complete Universal Etymological English Dictionary than any Extant (London 1730); A Pocket Dictionary (3d ed. London 1765) (both available at The Library of Virginia Special Collections).  Thus, they would have understood commerce as comprehending "traffick, dealing, merchandise, buying and selling, bartering of wares; also an intercourse or correspondence of dealing . . . ".  Adam Littleton, Dr. Adam Littleton's Latin dictionary, in four Parts: I. An English-Latin, II. A Latin-classical, III. A Latin-Proper, IV. A Latin-barbarous, Part II (no pagination) (6th ed. London 1735) (Library of Va.).  Had they consulted John Mair, The Tyro's Dictionary, Latin and English at 96 (2d ed. Edinburgh 1763) (Library of Virginia with autograph of P. Henry and of Patrick Henry Fontaine), they would have seen commercium rendered as "trade, traffic, commerce, intercourse."  Those who stopped with an English dictionary might have seen commerce defined as "trade or traffick in buying or selling."  N. Baily, supra.  This collection of terms is the way that the word has been historically understood both in language and law.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or mutual change of goods, wares, productions, or property of any kind, between nations or individuals, either by barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  Noah Webster, An American Dictionary of the English Language at 42 (S. Converse New York 1828) (facsimile).  These terms echo in Gibbons v. Ogden, 22 U.S. (9 Wheat.) 1, 189-90 (1824) ("Commerce, undoubtedly is traffic, but it is something more:  it is intercourse.  It describes the commercial intercourse between nations, and parts of nations, in all its branches, and is regulated by prescribing rules for carrying on that intercourse.").  See also Black's Law Dictionary at 304 (West 9th ed. 2008) ("The exchange of goods and services, especially on a large scale involving transportation between cities, states and nations.").  

As Justice Thomas has noted, the founding generation distinguished between commerce on the one hand, and manufacturing or agriculture on the other, as distinct things.  United States v. Lopez, 514 U.S. 549,  586 (Thomas, J., concurring).  However, there is nothing illogical about the Supreme Court's inclusion of manufacturing and agriculture within the modern understanding of commerce because they are similar and related things in a continuum of commercial activities.  Although expansive when measured by what had gone before, it was not economically illogical to hold that commerce consists of the whole of voluntary commercial activity in a certain commodity.  Wickard v. Filburn, 317 U.S. 111, 114, 118-19 (1942).  Even where an agricultural product is raised for home consumption, it is still part of the total stock which in the aggregate regulates and controls price through the law of supply and demand.  Id.; Gonzales v. Raich, 545 U.S. 1 (2005).  

In this respect, even Wickard and Raich fall short of doing violence to the understanding of the founding generation that commerce, industry, labor, agriculture, trade and navigation were all constituents of "a certain propensity in human nature . . . to truck, barter, and exchange one thing for another"; the end result of which was that mankind brought "the different produces of their respective talent . . . , as it were, into a common stock, where every man may purchase whatever part of the produce of other men's talents he has occasion for."  Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, at 9-10, 19, 22-23, 26, 81 (Prometheus Brooks Amherst N.Y. 1991) (facsimile).  This is commerce.  Its hallmarks are spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a command to buy something.  The claim that commerce means not commercial activity but mere passivity is violently discordant with any normal use of the word commerce at the Founding or at any subsequent time.  Only in the world of post-modernism are words infinitely plastic.  Any claim that the word commerce is sufficiently elastic to support the PPACA mandate and penalty treats the text of the Constitution with post-modernist disrespect.    

The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted Makes it Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods or Services From Another Citizen. 

The American Revolution and national independence resulted from parliament's claimed right to legislate for America.  First, parliament passed the Stamp Act, only to see it repealed in the face of furious opposition.  Then came the Townshend Acts, placing a duty on paper, glass, lead, paint and tea.  As the struggle continued, all of the taxes except those on tea were repealed.  That remaining tax, however, led to the Boston Tea Party, the Intolerable Acts, and the First Continental Congress.  Throughout this period, from the Stamp Act forward, Americans responded with boycotts under the name of non-importation and nonconsumption agreements.  

The Declaration and Resolves of the First Continental Congress of October 14, 1774 "cheerfully consent[ed] to the operation of such acts of the British Parliament, as are bona fide, restrained for the regulation of our external commerce, for the purpose of securing the commercial advantages of the whole empire to the mother-country, and the commercial benefits of its respective members."  However, the Continental Congress at the same time and in the same document promised "[t]o enter into a non-importation, non-consumption, and non-exportation agreement or association."  Charles C. Tansill, Documents Illustrative of the Formation of the Union of the American States Library of Congress Legislative Reference Service, No. 398 (Government Printing Office 1927), available at http://avalon.law-yale.edu/18th_century/resolves.asp.  Such boycott agreements were generally considered lawful even by the royal colonial governments.  For example "[a]t New York the merchants held a meeting to join with the inhabitants of Boston; and against the opinion of the governor, the royal council decided that the meetings were legal; that the people did but establish among themselves certain rules of economy, and had a right to dispose of their own fortune as they pleased."  George Bancroft, History of the United States, Vol. III at 287 (New York D. Appleton & Company 1896).  Later, in New York, in the same colony "where the agreement of nonimportation originated, every one, without so much as dissentient, approved it as wise and legal; men in high station declared against the revenue acts; and the governor wished their repeal."  Id. at 359.  In Massachusetts, Governor Hutchinson 

looked to his council; and they would take no part in breaking up the system of nonimportation.  He called in all the justices who lived within fifteen miles; and they thought it not incumbent to interrupt the proceedings.  He sent the sheriff into the adjourned meeting of the merchants with a letter to the moderator, requiring them in his majesty's name to disperse; and the meeting of which justices of peace, selectmen, representatives, constables, and other officers made a part, sent him an answer that their assembly was warranted by law. 

Id. at 369.  Even where legislatures were dissolved to prevent the adoption of resolutions, the nonimportation movement flourished.  In Virginia, upon dissolution of the General Assembly, the burgesses met by themselves and "adopted the resolves which Washington had brought with him from Mount Vernon, and which formed a well digested, stringent, and practical scheme of nonimportation."  Id. at 348.  "The assembly of Delaware adopted the Virginia resolutions word for word: and every colony South of Virginia followed the example."  Id.  In light of this experience, the founding generation would have regarded as preposterous any suggestion that Great Britain could have solved its colonial problems by commanding Americans to purchase tea under the generally conceded power of parliament to regulate commerce. 

	Additional historical arguments against the power of Congress to enact the mandate and penalty can be almost endlessly adduced.  For example, Alexander Hamilton at the New York convention "not[ed] that there would be just cause for rejecting the Constitution if it would enable the Federal Government to 'penetrate the recesses of domestic life, and control, in all respects, the private conduct of individuals.'"  Lopez, 514 U.S. at 592.  What cannot be adduced is a countervailing historical example under the Commerce Clause in favor of the mandate and penalty.

There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a Citizen to Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen. 

"For nearly a century" after Gibbons v. Ogden, the Court's first Commerce Clause case, its "decisions . . . under the Commerce Clause dealt rarely with questions of what Congress might do in the exercise of its granted power under the Clause, and almost entirely with the permissibility of state activity which it was claimed discriminated against or burdened interstate commerce."  Wickard, 317 U.S. at 121.  Whatever else might be said about these dormant or negative Commerce Clause cases, they seem to have advanced the core intent of the Commerce Clause. 

	Writing in January 1788 in No. 42 of The Federalist, Madison addressed the regulation of foreign and Indian commerce without clearly differentiating them from interstate commerce.  The Founder's Constitution, Vol. 2, Art. 1, § 8, Clause 3 (Commerce), Doc. 9, available at http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/Founders/a1_8_3_commerces9.html.  (Univ. of Chicago Press 2010).  Years later he explained why in a letter dated February 13, 1829 to Joseph C. Cabel.  

For a like reason, I made no reference to the "power to regulate commerce among the several States."  I always foresaw that difficulties might be started in relation to that power which could not be fully explained without recurring to views of it, which, however just, might give birth to specious though unsound objections.  Being in the same terms with the power over foreign commerce, the same extent, if taken literally, would belong to it.  Yet it is very certain that it grew out of the abuse of the power by the importing States in taxing the non-importing, and was intended as a negative and preventive provision against injustice among the States themselves, rather than as a power to be used for the positive purposes of the General Government, in which alone, however, the remedial power could be lodged. 

Id.

	There is a sense in which Gibbons v. Ogden can be viewed as a negative Commerce Clause case voiding a state transportation barrier.  Currie at 173  ("This was the beginning of incessant litigation over the extent to which state legislation is precluded by the commerce clause").  As a consequence, it would be just to conclude that the Commerce Clause functioned just as Madison had expected for the first hundred years of national existence.  However, beginning with the Interstate Commerce Act in 1887, the Sherman Antitrust Act in 1890, and many other enactments after the beginning of the twentieth century, Congress began asserting its positive power under the Commerce Clause.  In doing so, it was met at first with significant checks from the Supreme Court.  Wickard, 317 U.S. at 121-22, 122, n.20 (collecting cases striking down congressional enactments).  In general, the Court protected state authority over intrastate commerce by excluding from it "activities such as 'production,' 'manufacturing,' and 'mining,'" and by removing from its definition activities that merely affected interstate commerce, unless the effect was "direct" rather than indirect.  Id. at 119-20.  With respect to citizens, the reach of the Commerce Clause was limited by the Fifth Amendment which, prior to the late 1930's, was held to protect economic liberty through substantive due process.  R.R. Ret. Bd. v. Alton R.R. Co., 295 U.S. 330 (1935); see also Lopez, 514 U.S. at 606 (Souter, J. dissenting).  Because this regime viewed the regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or threatened harm to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The question thus becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that has extended the Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?  

The Mandate and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the Commerce Clause and Associated Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by Supreme Court Precedent.

Although Wickard has been described as "perhaps the most far reaching example of Commerce Clause authority over intrastate activity," Lopez, 514 U.S. at 560, it still involved the voluntary activity of raising a commodity which, in the aggregate, was capable of affecting the common stock of wheat.  Some of Mr. Filburn's commodities, as a matter of past practice, had been placed into commerce, and homegrown wheat in the aggregate would affect the total common stock, with a resulting effect on price.  The Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 contained "a definition of 'market' and its derivatives, so that as related to wheat, in addition to its conventional meaning, it also mean[t] to dispose of 'by feeding (in any form) to poultry or livestock which, or the products of which, are sold, bartered, or exchanged, or to be so disposed of.'"  Wickard, 317 U.S. at 118-19.  It was Filburn's practice to sell milk, poultry and eggs from animals fed with his home grown wheat.  Id. at 114.  The parties stipulated that the use of home grown wheat was the largest variable (greater than 20 per cent) in the domestic consumption of wheat.  Id. at 125, 127.  This, in turn, permitted the Supreme Court to hold that "even if [an] activity be local and though it may not be regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by Congress if it exerts a substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this irrespective of whether such effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct' or 'indirect.'"  Id. at 125 (emphasis added).  This marks the affirmative outer limits of the Commerce Clause.

What Wickard stands for, as Lopez and United States v. Morrison, 529 U.S. 598 (2000), make clear, is not the proposition that the case "expand[s] the commerce power to cover virtually everything," as used to be said.  See Currie, at 170, n. 89.  Instead, Wickard establishes the principle that, when activity has a substantial aggregate impact on interstate commerce, there is no asapplied, de minimis constitutional defense to regulation under the Commerce Clause.  See Raich, 545 U.S. at 47-48 (O'Connor dissenting) ("The task is to identify a mode of analysis that allows Congress to regulate more than nothing (by declining to reduce each case to its litigants) and less than everything (by declining to let Congress set the terms of analysis.")). 

Wickard represented itself as a return to the pure and sweeping doctrine established by Gibbons thereby correcting the Supreme Court's excursion into Lochnerism.  Wickard, 317 U.S. at 119-25.  However, the dictum of the Wickard Court that Chief Justice Marshall had made statements in Gibbons with respect to the Commerce Clause "warning that effective restraints on its exercise must proceed from political rather than from judicial processes" is a tautology that conceals more than it reveals.  Wickard, 317 U.S. at 120.  It is a tautology because it is true of any enumerated power that, when Congress is validly acting under the power, the only effective restraints are political unless some other positive prohibition applies.  See Morrison, 529 U.S. at 616, n. 7 (The "assertion that from Gibbons on, public opinion has been the only restraint on the congressional exercise of the commerce power is true only insofar as it contends that political accountability is and has been the only limit on Congress' exercise of the commerce power within that power's outer bounds . . .  Gibbons did not remove from this Court the authority to define that boundary.")  (emphasis in original).  What the Wickard tautology also conceals is Marshall's actual holding in Gibbons that the terms "to regulate" and "Commerce . . . among the several States" are bounded, with judicially ascertainable meaning, and his further holding that the Commerce Clause does not reach transactions that affect only intrastate commerce.  Gibbons, 22 U.S. (9 Wheat.) at 189-90, 196. 

Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that Congress can regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the channels of interstate commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce," and (3) "activities that substantially affect interstate commerce."  Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59 (emphasis added).  The majority in Raich went no further than to display a willingness to accept congressional findings that homegrown marijuana in the aggregate has a substantial effect on interstate commerce.  Raich, 545 U.S. at 18-19.  The challenge in Raich was not facial, but involved an atomized, as-applied challenge of the sort foreclosed by Wickard.  Id. at 15, 23. 

In addition to the affirmative, tripartite definition of the commerce power, the Supreme Court has developed a workable negative rule for determining when the outer limits of the Commerce Clause have been exceeded:  a facial challenge will succeed when Congress seeks to regulate non-economic activities, particularly where the claimed power has no principled limits, requiring the Court "to conclude that the Constitution's enumeration of powers does not presuppose something not enumerated and that there never will be a distinction between what is truly national and what is truly local."  Lopez, 514 U.S. at 567-68.  (Chief Justice Rehnquist for the Court, joined by Justices O'Connor, Scalia, Kennedy, and Thomas) (citations omitted).  As Justice Kennedy stated in his concurrence in Lopez:   "Although it is the obligation of all officers of the Government to respect the constitutional design, the Federal balance is too essential a part of our constitutional structure and plays too vital a role in securing freedom for us to admit inability to intervene when one or the other level of Government has tipped the scales too far."  Id. at 578 (citations omitted). 

That principle was found applicable in Morrison because the federal government was attempting to exercise police powers denied to it by the Constitution.  Morrison, 529 U.S. at 61819 ("'We always have rejected readings of the Commerce Clause and the scope of federal power that would permit Congress to exercise a police power.'") (emphasis in original) (citations omitted).  Not only are the mandate and its penalty provision a part of the police power conceptually, but historically, commands to act, such as vaccination and school attendance laws, have been justified under the state police power.  See Gonzales v. Oregon, 546 U.S. 243, 270 (2006) ("protection of the lives, limbs, health, comfort and quiet of all persons" falls within state police power).  

	None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  Each enumerated power of Congress is modified by this statement:  "To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof."  However, that provision "is not itself a grant of power."  Kinsella v. Singleton, 361 U.S. 234, 247-48 (1960).  Furthermore, the affirmative outer limit of the Commerce Clause relevant to this case – activities substantially affecting interstate commerce – itself depends upon the Necessary and Proper Clause.  Katzenbach v. McClung, 379 U.S. 294, 301-02 (1964); United States v. Wrightwood Dairy Co., 315 U.S. 110, 119 (1942).  It would be wrong to assume that such power is part of the Commerce Clause itself, which can then be infinitely extended by the Necessary and Proper Clause.  See Raich, 545 U.S. at 34 (Scalia, J., concurring in the judgment) ("Congress's regulatory authority over intrastate activities that are not themselves part of interstate commerce (including activities that have a substantial effect on interstate commerce) derives from the Necessary and Proper Clause.").  Taken together, these cases recognize that Congress can regulate intrastate activity where such regulation is connected with and appropriate to Congress's power to regulate the interstate market.  

	In this way, Congress's power remains tethered to the text of the Commerce Clause.  It may reach interstate commerce directly.  It may reach economic intrastate activities substantially affecting interstate commerce even before they ripen into "commerce" through trade, barter or sale, if they affect the common stock of a commodity.  Raich; Wickard.  Regulation may reach many things under the Necessary and Proper Clause.  However, the mode of regulation must fit the enumerated power by executing it – not by altering its character.  And the question of fit is irrelevant unless the thing being regulated is proper.   Textually and according to precedent, there is a proper prong to the Necessary and Proper Clause:

When a "Law . . . for carrying into Execution" the Commerce Clause violates the principle of State sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . , it is not a "Law . . . proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause," and is thus, in the words of The Federalist, "merely [an] act of usurpation" which "deserves to be treated as such."  

Printz v. United States, 521 U.S. 898, 923-24 (1997) (emphasis in original).  The "various constitutional provisions" referred to by the Court are those that underlie structural federalism, including the limitation of federal power to enumerated, delegated powers.  Hence, any application of the Necessary and Proper Clause that renders the concept of enumerated powers superfluous, and is tantamount to the creation of a national police power, fails under the proper prong.

	Nor does United States v. Comstock, 130 S. Ct. 1949 (2010), alter this analysis.  Instead it recognizes that Morrison's negative outer limit denying the national government a police power applies to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  Comstock, 130 S. Ct. at 1964 ("Nor need we fear that our holding today confers on Congress a general 'police power, which the Founders denied the National Government and reposed in the States.'") (citing Morrison).  Justice Kennedy in his concurrence in the judgment in Comstock expressly stated:  "It is of fundamental importance to consider whether essential attributes of State sovereignty are compromised by the assertion of federal power under the Necessary and Proper Clause; if so, that is a factor suggesting that the power is not one properly within the reach of federal power."  Id. at 1967. 

	Furthermore, this Court elsewhere has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is limited by general principles of federalism independent of any direct prohibition.  Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706 (1999) ("When a 'Law . . . for carrying into Execution' the Commerce Clause violates the principle of state sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a 'Law . . . proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words of The Federalist, 'merely [an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'") (citing Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-24).  Not only are there clear federalism limits on the Necessary and Proper Clause, but those limits compel the conclusion that any attempt to exercise an unenumerated power, such as regulating the status of being uninsured, for the purpose of making the regulation of an enumerated power more efficient, is improper because the unenumerated power is, by definition, reserved to the States.  Once it is determined that an enactment is improper in this sense, there is nothing further to consider under the Necessary and Proper Clause.  That is why the majority opinions in Morrison and Lopez find it unnecessary to engage the Clause.  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate and penalty might be to the congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under the Necessary and Proper Clause.  That is the end of it.     

      








CONCLUSION

	This Court should affirm the holding of the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit that the mandate and penalty of PPACA exceed the enumerated powers of Congress and that the mandate and penalty cannot be sustained under the Commerce Clause even as aided by the Necessary and Proper Clause.
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Supreme Court of the United States

    

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 
ET AL., PETITIONERS,

v.

STATE OF FLORIDA, ET AL.,

_______________________

On Writ of Certiorari  

To The United States Court of Appeals

For the Eleventh Circuit

__________________________



BRIEF AMICUS CURIAE OF THE COMMONEALTH OF VIRGINIA EX REL. ATTORNEY GENERAL KENNETH T. CUCCINELLI, II, IN SUPPORT OF APPELLEES ON THE ISSUE OF THE UNCONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE MANDATE AND PENALTY IN WHICH VIRGINIA GOVERNOR ROBERT F. MCDONNELL AND THE REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE JOIN

SUMMARY

I.	THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY ATTACHING TO PPACA IS WEAK OWING TO THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS EMPLOYED IN ITS ENACTMENT.  There is doctrinal and philosophical support for such a presumption resting upon notions of separation of powers, particularly where it appears PPACA was not passed through any process resembling regular order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late on Christmas Eve 2009 as a floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative vehicle was a House tax bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in PPACA.   PPACA passed the Senate on cloture with considerable minority protest. To the extent that a presumption of constitutionality arises from regular order and a hard look by Congress at the limits of its own power, those conditions are simply not present.	

II.	THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED THE POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A GOOD OR SERVICE FROM ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXISTENCE OF THAT POWER.  In the case of PPACA, the lack of historical precedent was well known to Congress before it acted.  At the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires American citizens to purchase a good or service from other citizens, namely, a health insurance policy.  When the Senate Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty would be constitutional, the response was equivocal:  "Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce Clause is perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is a novel issue whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to purchase a good or a service."	

III.	THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CONTRARY TO THE TEXT OF THE COMMERCE CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS.	

A.	The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the Commerce Clause.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or mutual change of goods, wares, productions, or property of any kind, between nations or individuals, either by barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  This is commerce.  Its hallmarks are spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a command to buy something.  The claim that commerce means not commercial activity but mere passivity is violently discordant with any normal use of the word commerce at the Founding or at any subsequent time.	

B.	The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted Makes it Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods or Services From Another Citizen.  The founding generation would have regarded as preposterous any suggestion that Great Britain could have solved its colonial problems by commanding Americans to purchase tea under the generally conceded power of parliament to regulate commerce.	

C.	There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a Citizen to Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen.	Because this regime viewed the regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or threatened harm to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The question thus becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that has extended the Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?

D.	As this Court Found in Denying the Secretary's Motion to Dismiss, the Mandate and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the Commerce Clause and Associated Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by Supreme Court Precedent.  "[E]ven if [an] activity be local and though it may not be regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by Congress if it exerts a substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this irrespective of whether such effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct' or 'indirect.'"  Wickard, 317 U.S.  at 125 (emphasis added).  Wickard marks the affirmative outer limits of the Commerce Clause.  

Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that Congress can regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the channels of interstate commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce," and (3) "activities that substantially affect interstate commerce."  Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59.  “[T]he Federal balance is too essential a part of our constitutional structure and plays too vital a role in securing freedom for us to admit inability to intervene when one or the other level of Government has tipped the scales too far."  Id. at 578.

	None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  This Court elsewhere has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is limited by general principles of federalism independent of any direct prohibition.  Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706 (1999) ("When a 'Law . . . for carrying into Execution' the Commerce Clause violates the principle of state sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a 'Law . . . proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words of The Federalist, 'merely [an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'") (citing Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-24).  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate and penalty might be to the congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under the Necessary and Proper Clause.	
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State Mandates and Burdens Resulting from Federal Health Reform 



		Section

		Summary



		Section 1401 (PPACA)

		Imposes a 40% excise tax on Cadillac health insurance plans. Valued in excess of $10,200 for individuals and $27,500 for families. 



		Section 1411 (PPACA)

		Increases the Medicare Hospital Insurance portion of the payroll tax. 



		Section 1411 (PPACA)

		Imposes a new payroll tax on investments 



		Section 1513 (PPACA)

		Amends Internal Revenue Code of 1986 by adding “Section 4980H” The section imposes tax penalties on certain firms that fail to offer adequate health care coverage to their employees. 



		

		The government will enforce the employer mandate by requiring businesses to submit additional information to the IRS. When tax returns are filed, it will be required to include the names of each full-time employee and pertinent information about health insurance plans offered. 



		Section 1321 (PPACA)

		Abolishes the States’ traditional authority to regulate health insurance. Scope of the statutory provisions invite constitutional scrutiny because they commandeer state officials as agents of federal health policy and regulation. Under Constitution, Congress  can hold no such authority over states. [Example Jay Printz v. United States, 521 U.S. 898 (1997)]



		

		PPACA affords broad discretionary authority to unelected, federal officials. These officials are set to micromanage health insurance coverage, more so than any state legislature has ever granted to state insurance regulators



		Section 2001(a) of PPACA 

		Requires states to increase Medicaid eligibility to cover all American’s below 138% of the FPL beginning January 1, 2014.  [estimated upper bound for Virginia =  425,000 new enrollees. $2.2 Billion in costs between (2.2 billion SFY 2010-2022). 



		Section 2001 (b) of PPACA

		PPACA requires the states to immediately enforce Maintenance of Effort requirements. 



		Section 1202 (Reconciliation Act)

		Raise primary care payments to the same level that PCP’s were paid at the Medicare payment rate level for 2013 and 2014 (feds to pay through 2015) 



		Section 1321 (PPACA)

		Secretary of HHS given broad authority to issue rules and set standards governing the creation and operation of an exchange. 



		Section 1302 (PPACA)

		Grants HHS the ability to set and periodically revise an “essential health benefits package” of minimum insurance coverage requirements. NOTE: HHS provided the first round of “guidance” in a ‘bulletin’ issued to states in December 2011. This periodic “revision” could cause significant flux in a traditionally heavy mandated benefit state like Virginia. 



		General 



		State Employee Involvement 

		Approximately 25 staff members between the Department of Medical Assistance Services, Department of Health, Department of Social Services, and Bureau of Insurance are frequently engaged in conversation and planning regarding various provisions of PPACA and the Reconciliation act. 
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INTEREST OF THE AMICI AND BASIS OF AUTHORITY TO FILE

	The parties to this brief amicus curiae are the Commonwealth of Virginia  by and through its Attorney General, and the Governors of _________________.  This brief is authorized to be filed pursuant to Rule 37.4, Rules of the United States Supreme Court and the blanket consents filed in No. 11-398.  In addition to the interest asserted by the Virginia in support of standing in No. 11-420, the governors having an interest in not having to elect between administering an unconstitutional regime or submitting to federal administration of the health care law in their states.




SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT








ARGUMENT

the Presumption of Constitutionality attaching to PPACA is weak owing to the IRREGULAR parliamentary process employed in its enactment

	Even before actually exercising the power of judicial review to strike down an act of Congress in Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803), this Court assumed the existence of the power by reviewing and upholding an act of Congress in Hylton v. United States, 3 U.S. (Dallas) 171 (1796).  Justice Chase, however, remarked in his opinion:  "As I do not think the tax on carriages is a direct tax, it is unnecessary, at this time, for me to determine whether this court, constitutionally possesses the power to declare an act of Congress void, on the ground of its being made contrary to, and in violation of, the constitution; but if the court have such power, I am free to declare, that I will never exercise it, but in a very clear case."  )Id. at 175.  He repeated this formula with respect to treaties in Ware v. Hylton, 3 U.S. (Dallas) 199, 237 (1796), and again in Calder v. Bull, 3 U.S. (Dallas) 386, 395 (1798), with respect to a challenge to a state law under the ex post facto clause.  These statements have been viewed as the foundation for a presumption of constitutionality, David P. Currie, The Constitution in the Supreme Court:  The First Hundred Years 1789-1888, at 33 (University of Chicago Press 1985), although the same author notes uncertainty about "its consistency with Marbury's conclusion that the judges are oath-bound to disregard a law that offends the Constitution."  Id).

	There is doctrinal and philosophical support for such a presumption resting upon notions of separation of powers, particularly where it appears that Congress has taken a 'hard look' at its own powers.  See Stephen Breyer, Active Liberty:  Interpreting our Democratic Constitution, at 64-65 (Vintage Books 2006).  But the force of any presumption should be at its weakest where legislation has a common fame of irregularity such as that which attached  to the Kansas Nebraska Act of 1854, repealing the Missouri Compromise.  10 Stat. 277.   As reported by The Weekly Standard on January 31, 2011, pollsters Patrick Caddell and Douglas Schoen have written:  "it could even be that no such piece of major legislation has created the continued, vehement public opposition that health care has provoked since the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 . . . "  http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/political-consequences-obamacare_537735.html, page 1 of 3.

	Aside from substance, a serious problem with the Kansas-Nebraska Act was that it passed the House with the aid of those who purported to oppose it on the merits.  On May 15, 1854, there "was a roll call . . . in the House, not the Committee of the Whole, that required a two-thirds vote to postpone consideration of a Pacific railroad bill from May 16 to May 24 in order to allow continued action on the Nebraska bill in committee."  Michael F. Holt, The Rise and Fall of the American Whig Party, at 820 (Oxford University Press (paperback edition 2003) (© 1999 by Michael F. Holt).  "Had that procedural roll call been defeated, it is likely that the Nebraska bill would have been permanently buried, but it passed by a margin of 123-53, 16 more than the necessary two-thirds majority."  Id.   There were also resorts to unusual parliamentary maneuvers.  The House manager Alexander H. "Stephens would also discover or remember an obscure procedural rule by which the Nebraska bill was finally removed from the Committee of the Whole without the possibility of further amendment on the House Floor and forced a vote on final passage."  Id.  The vote was 113-110 on accepting the Senate bill as a substitute.  Id. at 821.   The Senate bill itself had passed the Senate a few minutes before five in the morning of March 4, following a session of seventeen hours.  John William Burgess, The Middle Period, 1817-58 at 398 (New York Charles Scribner's Sons 1897) (Google Books).  The Albany, New York Evening Journal, in its May 23, 1854 edition, opined:  "It was fitting that the Law should be passed as it was.  It was in accordance with its spirit that it should be concerned in treachery, sprung upon the House by a fraud and forced through it by a parliamentary lie."  Bleeding Kansas:  A Narrative Guide to the Sources, http://www.assumption.edu/ahc/Kansas/default.html, pages 2-3 of 14.  That this reflected mass opinion is suggested by the fact that the Northern Democrats who passed the law "suffered a massive rebuke at the hands of the electorate."  Holt at 838.

	Similarly, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 124 Stat. 119 (2010) ("PPACA"), was not passed through any process resembling regular order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late on Christmas Eve 2009 as a floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative vehicle was a House tax bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in PPACA.  See Const. Art. I, § 7; PPACA § § 9001; 9004; 9015; 9017; 10907 (taxes).  PPACA was passed, without committee hearing or report, employing such florid deal-making as to generate scornful popular terms like "the Louisiana Purchase" and "the Cornhusker Kick-back."  

	PPACA passed the Senate on cloture with considerable minority protest.  See, e.g., Cong. Rec. Nov. 2, 2009 S10965 (no bill); id., S10973 (bill being drafted behind closed doors); id., Nov. 17, 2009 S11397 ("The majority leader has had in his office a secret bill that he is working on that we have not seen yet."); id., S11401 (No Child Left Behind got 7 weeks on the floor – "We don't even have a bill yet"); id., Nov. 19, 2009 S11819 (bill is a shell, not a real one); id., Nov. 30, 2009 S11982 (official debate begins); id., Dec. 3, 2009 S12263 (bill has been on floor for 3 days and never has been in committee); id., Dec. 5, 2009 S12487 (majority will not slow down); id., Dec. 11, 2009 S12981 ("We are going to have three Democratic amendments and one Republican amendment voted on, and the Democrats wrote the bill"); id., S12977 (votes on amendments blocked; "In the meantime, this backroom deal that is being cut, which we haven't seen – supposedly it has been sent to the CBO to see what it would cost"); id., Dec. 14, 2009 S13144 ("There is somewhere in this building a hidden bill, known as the manager's amendment, which is being drafted by one or two or three people . . ."); id., Dec. 17, 2009 S13344 (bill is not being given the legislative time it deserves because the polls show a majority of Americans are against it and thus it has become a political nightmare for the majority who now simply want to ram it through before Christmas even though "no one outside the majority leader's conference room has seen it yet"); id., Dec. 22, 2009 S13756 (Nebraska deal);  Id., Mar. 10, 2010 H1307 (reconciliation being used because bill could not re-pass the Senate).    

PPACA has roiled America.  In the 2010 midterm election, the party that unanimously opposed PPACA in the House of Representatives saw its largest electoral gains in over seventy years.  With the intervention of six additional states in the Florida suit on January 19, 2011, it became possible for the first time in American history to count a clear majority of states in litigation with the federal government, each claiming that the federal government has exceeded its enumerated powers.  That same day the House of Representatives voted to repeal PPACA on a vote of 245 to 189.  On January 21, 2011, Oklahoma filed suit in the Eastern District of Oklahoma to vindicate a recently enacted constitutional amendment which conflicts with PPACA. 

To the extent that a presumption of constitutionality arises from regular order and a hard look by Congress at the limits of its own power, those conditions are simply not present with PPACA.  On October 22, 2009, the then Speaker of the House captured a certain prevailing mood when she famously replied "Are you serious?  Are you serious?" when asked where the Constitution conferred the power on Congress to require a citizen to purchase a good or a service from another citizen.  Flashback:  Pelosi on Obamacare's Constitutionality:  'Are You Serious?,' Matt Cover and Michael W. Chapman, http://cnsnews.com/news/article/flashback-pelosi-obamacares-constitutionality-are-you-serious



THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED THE POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A GOOD OR SERVICE FROM ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXISTENCE OF THAT POWER.

	The Attorney General of Virginia has previously noted that:

This is an odd moment in American history for Congress to claim the power to require one citizen to purchase a good or service from another.  It has been asserted only recently without judicial foreshadowing or doctrinal preparation.  Because of its sheer novelty, it arrives in the courts with a presumption of invalidity.

Cuccinelli, et al, Why the Debate Over the Constitutionality of the Federal Health Care Law is About Much More Than Healthcare, 15 Texas Review of Law & Politics, 334-35 (2011) (citing Free Enterprise Fund v. Public Company Accounting Oversight Bd., 130 S. Ct. 3138, 3159 (2010); Prinz v. United States, 521 U.S. 898, 918 (1997)).

	This Court in Free Enterprise Fund, 130 S. Ct. at 3159, quoted Judge Kavanaugh's dissent in the Court of Appeals:

"Perhaps the most telling indication of the severe constitutional problem with the PCAOB is the lack of historical precedent for this entity.  Neither the majority opinion nor the PCAOB nor the United States as intervenor has located any historical analogues for this novel structure.  They have not identified any independent agency other than the PCAOB that is appointed by and removable only for cause by another independent agency."

In Printz, 521 U.S. at 918, the Court said the fact that Congress had not asserted a particular power for 200 years "tends to negate the existence of that power."  See also, Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy v. Stewart, 131 S. Ct. 1632, 1641 (2011) ("Lack of historical precedent can indicate a constitutional infirmity").

	In the case of PPACA, the lack of historical precedent was well known to Congress before it acted.  At the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires American citizens to purchase a good or service from other citizens, namely, a health insurance policy.  Although Congress purported to be exercising Commerce Clause powers in enacting PPACA, this claim was known to be problematical.  When the Senate Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty would be constitutional, the response was equivocal:  "Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce Clause is perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is a novel issue whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to purchase a good or a service."  Jennifer Stahan and Cynthia Brougher, Cong. Research Serv., Requiring Individuals to Obtain Health Insurance:  A Constitutional Analysis 3 (2009).  See also, Congressional Budget Office Memorandum, The Budgetary Treatment of an Individual Mandate to Buy Health Insurance, August 1994 ("A mandate requiring all individuals to purchase health insurance would be an unprecedented form of federal action.")  Because an intervening election in Massachusetts removed the availability of cloture in the Senate, PPACA was necessarily passed by the House of Representatives unaltered.  Pub. L. No. 111-152, 124 Stat. 1029.  

The Mandate and Penalty are Contrary to the Text of the Commerce Clause and Foundational Understandings.

The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the Commerce Clause. 

	Article I, § 8 of the Constitution provides that "The Congress shall have Power . . . To regulate Commerce with Foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes."  Our classically educated Founders would have known that the word "commerce" is derived from the Latin commercium.  See N. Baily, Dictionarium Britannicum or a more complete Universal Etymological English Dictionary than any Extant (London 1730); A Pocket Dictionary (3d ed. London 1765) (both available at The Library of Virginia Special Collections).  Thus, they would have understood commerce as comprehending "traffick, dealing, merchandise, buying and selling, bartering of wares; also an intercourse or correspondence of dealing . . . ".  Adam Littleton, Dr. Adam Littleton's Latin dictionary, in four Parts: I. An English-Latin, II. A Latin-classical, III. A Latin-Proper, IV. A Latin-barbarous, Part II (no pagination) (6th ed. London 1735) (Library of Va.).  Had they consulted John Mair, The Tyro's Dictionary, Latin and English at 96 (2d ed. Edinburgh 1763) (Library of Virginia with autograph of P. Henry and of Patrick Henry Fontaine), they would have seen commercium rendered as "trade, traffic, commerce, intercourse."  Those who stopped with an English dictionary might have seen commerce defined as "trade or traffick in buying or selling."  N. Baily, supra.  This collection of terms is the way that the word has been historically understood both in language and law.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or mutual change of goods, wares, productions, or property of any kind, between nations or individuals, either by barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  Noah Webster, An American Dictionary of the English Language at 42 (S. Converse New York 1828) (facsimile).  These terms echo in Gibbons v. Ogden, 22 U.S. (9 Wheat.) 1, 189-90 (1824) ("Commerce, undoubtedly is traffic, but it is something more:  it is intercourse.  It describes the commercial intercourse between nations, and parts of nations, in all its branches, and is regulated by prescribing rules for carrying on that intercourse.").  See also Black's Law Dictionary at 304 (West 9th ed. 2008) ("The exchange of goods and services, especially on a large scale involving transportation between cities, states and nations.").  

As Justice Thomas has noted, the founding generation distinguished between commerce on the one hand, and manufacturing or agriculture on the other, as distinct things.  United States v. Lopez, 514 U.S. 549,  586 (Thomas, J., concurring).  However, there is nothing illogical about the Supreme Court's inclusion of manufacturing and agriculture within the modern understanding of commerce because they are similar and related things in a continuum of commercial activities.  Although expansive when measured by what had gone before, it was not economically illogical to hold that commerce consists of the whole of voluntary commercial activity in a certain commodity.  Wickard v. Filburn, 317 U.S. 111, 114, 118-19 (1942).  Even where an agricultural product is raised for home consumption, it is still part of the total stock which in the aggregate regulates and controls price through the law of supply and demand.  Id.; Gonzales v. Raich, 545 U.S. 1 (2005).  

In this respect, even Wickard and Raich fall short of doing violence to the understanding of the founding generation that commerce, industry, labor, agriculture, trade and navigation were all constituents of "a certain propensity in human nature . . . to truck, barter, and exchange one thing for another"; the end result of which was that mankind brought "the different produces of their respective talent . . . , as it were, into a common stock, where every man may purchase whatever part of the produce of other men's talents he has occasion for."  Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, at 9-10, 19, 22-23, 26, 81 (Prometheus Brooks Amherst N.Y. 1991) (facsimile).  This is commerce.  Its hallmarks are spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a command to buy something.  The claim that commerce means not commercial activity but mere passivity is violently discordant with any normal use of the word commerce at the Founding or at any subsequent time.  Only in the world of post-modernism are words infinitely plastic.  Any claim that the word commerce is sufficiently elastic to support the PPACA mandate and penalty treats the text of the Constitution with post-modernist disrespect.    

The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted Makes it Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods or Services From Another Citizen. 

The American Revolution and national independence resulted from parliament's claimed right to legislate for America.  First, parliament passed the Stamp Act, only to see it repealed in the face of furious opposition.  Then came the Townshend Acts, placing a duty on paper, glass, lead, paint and tea.  As the struggle continued, all of the taxes except those on tea were repealed.  That remaining tax, however, led to the Boston Tea Party, the Intolerable Acts, and the First Continental Congress.  Throughout this period, from the Stamp Act forward, Americans responded with boycotts under the name of non-importation and nonconsumption agreements.  

The Declaration and Resolves of the First Continental Congress of October 14, 1774 "cheerfully consent[ed] to the operation of such acts of the British Parliament, as are bona fide, restrained for the regulation of our external commerce, for the purpose of securing the commercial advantages of the whole empire to the mother-country, and the commercial benefits of its respective members."  However, the Continental Congress at the same time and in the same document promised "[t]o enter into a non-importation, non-consumption, and non-exportation agreement or association."  Charles C. Tansill, Documents Illustrative of the Formation of the Union of the American States Library of Congress Legislative Reference Service, No. 398 (Government Printing Office 1927), available at http://avalon.law-yale.edu/18th_century/resolves.asp.  Such boycott agreements were generally considered lawful even by the royal colonial governments.  For example "[a]t New York the merchants held a meeting to join with the inhabitants of Boston; and against the opinion of the governor, the royal council decided that the meetings were legal; that the people did but establish among themselves certain rules of economy, and had a right to dispose of their own fortune as they pleased."  George Bancroft, History of the United States, Vol. III at 287 (New York D. Appleton & Company 1896).  Later, in New York, in the same colony "where the agreement of nonimportation originated, every one, without so much as dissentient, approved it as wise and legal; men in high station declared against the revenue acts; and the governor wished their repeal."  Id. at 359.  In Massachusetts, Governor Hutchinson 

looked to his council; and they would take no part in breaking up the system of nonimportation.  He called in all the justices who lived within fifteen miles; and they thought it not incumbent to interrupt the proceedings.  He sent the sheriff into the adjourned meeting of the merchants with a letter to the moderator, requiring them in his majesty's name to disperse; and the meeting of which justices of peace, selectmen, representatives, constables, and other officers made a part, sent him an answer that their assembly was warranted by law. 

Id. at 369.  Even where legislatures were dissolved to prevent the adoption of resolutions, the nonimportation movement flourished.  In Virginia, upon dissolution of the General Assembly, the burgesses met by themselves and "adopted the resolves which Washington had brought with him from Mount Vernon, and which formed a well digested, stringent, and practical scheme of nonimportation."  Id. at 348.  "The assembly of Delaware adopted the Virginia resolutions word for word: and every colony South of Virginia followed the example."  Id.  In light of this experience, the founding generation would have regarded as preposterous any suggestion that Great Britain could have solved its colonial problems by commanding Americans to purchase tea under the generally conceded power of parliament to regulate commerce. 

	Additional historical arguments against the power of Congress to enact the mandate and penalty can be almost endlessly adduced.  For example, Alexander Hamilton at the New York convention "not[ed] that there would be just cause for rejecting the Constitution if it would enable the Federal Government to 'penetrate the recesses of domestic life, and control, in all respects, the private conduct of individuals.'"  Lopez, 514 U.S. at 592.  What cannot be adduced is a countervailing historical example under the Commerce Clause in favor of the mandate and penalty.

There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a Citizen to Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen. 

"For nearly a century" after Gibbons v. Ogden, the Court's first Commerce Clause case, its "decisions . . . under the Commerce Clause dealt rarely with questions of what Congress might do in the exercise of its granted power under the Clause, and almost entirely with the permissibility of state activity which it was claimed discriminated against or burdened interstate commerce."  Wickard, 317 U.S. at 121.  Whatever else might be said about these dormant or negative Commerce Clause cases, they seem to have advanced the core intent of the Commerce Clause. 

	Writing in January 1788 in No. 42 of The Federalist, Madison addressed the regulation of foreign and Indian commerce without clearly differentiating them from interstate commerce.  The Founder's Constitution, Vol. 2, Art. 1, § 8, Clause 3 (Commerce), Doc. 9, available at http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/Founders/a1_8_3_commerces9.html.  (Univ. of Chicago Press 2010).  Years later he explained why in a letter dated February 13, 1829 to Joseph C. Cabel.  

For a like reason, I made no reference to the "power to regulate commerce among the several States."  I always foresaw that difficulties might be started in relation to that power which could not be fully explained without recurring to views of it, which, however just, might give birth to specious though unsound objections.  Being in the same terms with the power over foreign commerce, the same extent, if taken literally, would belong to it.  Yet it is very certain that it grew out of the abuse of the power by the importing States in taxing the non-importing, and was intended as a negative and preventive provision against injustice among the States themselves, rather than as a power to be used for the positive purposes of the General Government, in which alone, however, the remedial power could be lodged. 

Id.

	There is a sense in which Gibbons v. Ogden can be viewed as a negative Commerce Clause case voiding a state transportation barrier.  Currie at 173  ("This was the beginning of incessant litigation over the extent to which state legislation is precluded by the commerce clause").  As a consequence, it would be just to conclude that the Commerce Clause functioned just as Madison had expected for the first hundred years of national existence.  However, beginning with the Interstate Commerce Act in 1887, the Sherman Antitrust Act in 1890, and many other enactments after the beginning of the twentieth century, Congress began asserting its positive power under the Commerce Clause.  In doing so, it was met at first with significant checks from the Supreme Court.  Wickard, 317 U.S. at 121-22, 122, n.20 (collecting cases striking down congressional enactments).  In general, the Court protected state authority over intrastate commerce by excluding from it "activities such as 'production,' 'manufacturing,' and 'mining,'" and by removing from its definition activities that merely affected interstate commerce, unless the effect was "direct" rather than indirect.  Id. at 119-20.  With respect to citizens, the reach of the Commerce Clause was limited by the Fifth Amendment which, prior to the late 1930's, was held to protect economic liberty through substantive due process.  R.R. Ret. Bd. v. Alton R.R. Co., 295 U.S. 330 (1935); see also Lopez, 514 U.S. at 606 (Souter, J. dissenting).  Because this regime viewed the regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or threatened harm to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The question thus becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that has extended the Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?  

The Mandate and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the Commerce Clause and Associated Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by Supreme Court Precedent.

Although Wickard has been described as "perhaps the most far reaching example of Commerce Clause authority over intrastate activity," Lopez, 514 U.S. at 560, it still involved the voluntary activity of raising a commodity which, in the aggregate, was capable of affecting the common stock of wheat.  Some of Mr. Filburn's commodities, as a matter of past practice, had been placed into commerce, and homegrown wheat in the aggregate would affect the total common stock, with a resulting effect on price.  The Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 contained "a definition of 'market' and its derivatives, so that as related to wheat, in addition to its conventional meaning, it also mean[t] to dispose of 'by feeding (in any form) to poultry or livestock which, or the products of which, are sold, bartered, or exchanged, or to be so disposed of.'"  Wickard, 317 U.S. at 118-19.  It was Filburn's practice to sell milk, poultry and eggs from animals fed with his home grown wheat.  Id. at 114.  The parties stipulated that the use of home grown wheat was the largest variable (greater than 20 per cent) in the domestic consumption of wheat.  Id. at 125, 127.  This, in turn, permitted the Supreme Court to hold that "even if [an] activity be local and though it may not be regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by Congress if it exerts a substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this irrespective of whether such effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct' or 'indirect.'"  Id. at 125 (emphasis added).  This marks the affirmative outer limits of the Commerce Clause.

What Wickard stands for, as Lopez and United States v. Morrison, 529 U.S. 598 (2000), make clear, is not the proposition that the case "expand[s] the commerce power to cover virtually everything," as used to be said.  See Currie, at 170, n. 89.  Instead, Wickard establishes the principle that, when activity has a substantial aggregate impact on interstate commerce, there is no asapplied, de minimis constitutional defense to regulation under the Commerce Clause.  See Raich, 545 U.S. at 47-48 (O'Connor dissenting) ("The task is to identify a mode of analysis that allows Congress to regulate more than nothing (by declining to reduce each case to its litigants) and less than everything (by declining to let Congress set the terms of analysis.")). 

Wickard represented itself as a return to the pure and sweeping doctrine established by Gibbons thereby correcting the Supreme Court's excursion into Lochnerism.  Wickard, 317 U.S. at 119-25.  However, the dictum of the Wickard Court that Chief Justice Marshall had made statements in Gibbons with respect to the Commerce Clause "warning that effective restraints on its exercise must proceed from political rather than from judicial processes" is a tautology that conceals more than it reveals.  Wickard, 317 U.S. at 120.  It is a tautology because it is true of any enumerated power that, when Congress is validly acting under the power, the only effective restraints are political unless some other positive prohibition applies.  See Morrison, 529 U.S. at 616, n. 7 (The "assertion that from Gibbons on, public opinion has been the only restraint on the congressional exercise of the commerce power is true only insofar as it contends that political accountability is and has been the only limit on Congress' exercise of the commerce power within that power's outer bounds . . .  Gibbons did not remove from this Court the authority to define that boundary.")  (emphasis in original).  What the Wickard tautology also conceals is Marshall's actual holding in Gibbons that the terms "to regulate" and "Commerce . . . among the several States" are bounded, with judicially ascertainable meaning, and his further holding that the Commerce Clause does not reach transactions that affect only intrastate commerce.  Gibbons, 22 U.S. (9 Wheat.) at 189-90, 196. 

Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that Congress can regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the channels of interstate commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce," and (3) "activities that substantially affect interstate commerce."  Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59 (emphasis added).  The majority in Raich went no further than to display a willingness to accept congressional findings that homegrown marijuana in the aggregate has a substantial effect on interstate commerce.  Raich, 545 U.S. at 18-19.  The challenge in Raich was not facial, but involved an atomized, as-applied challenge of the sort foreclosed by Wickard.  Id. at 15, 23. 

In addition to the affirmative, tripartite definition of the commerce power, the Supreme Court has developed a workable negative rule for determining when the outer limits of the Commerce Clause have been exceeded:  a facial challenge will succeed when Congress seeks to regulate non-economic activities, particularly where the claimed power has no principled limits, requiring the Court "to conclude that the Constitution's enumeration of powers does not presuppose something not enumerated and that there never will be a distinction between what is truly national and what is truly local."  Lopez, 514 U.S. at 567-68.  (Chief Justice Rehnquist for the Court, joined by Justices O'Connor, Scalia, Kennedy, and Thomas) (citations omitted).  As Justice Kennedy stated in his concurrence in Lopez:   "Although it is the obligation of all officers of the Government to respect the constitutional design, the Federal balance is too essential a part of our constitutional structure and plays too vital a role in securing freedom for us to admit inability to intervene when one or the other level of Government has tipped the scales too far."  Id. at 578 (citations omitted). 

That principle was found applicable in Morrison because the federal government was attempting to exercise police powers denied to it by the Constitution.  Morrison, 529 U.S. at 61819 ("'We always have rejected readings of the Commerce Clause and the scope of federal power that would permit Congress to exercise a police power.'") (emphasis in original) (citations omitted).  Not only are the mandate and its penalty provision a part of the police power conceptually, but historically, commands to act, such as vaccination and school attendance laws, have been justified under the state police power.  See Gonzales v. Oregon, 546 U.S. 243, 270 (2006) ("protection of the lives, limbs, health, comfort and quiet of all persons" falls within state police power).  

	None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  Each enumerated power of Congress is modified by this statement:  "To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof."  However, that provision "is not itself a grant of power."  Kinsella v. Singleton, 361 U.S. 234, 247-48 (1960).  Furthermore, the affirmative outer limit of the Commerce Clause relevant to this case – activities substantially affecting interstate commerce – itself depends upon the Necessary and Proper Clause.  Katzenbach v. McClung, 379 U.S. 294, 301-02 (1964); United States v. Wrightwood Dairy Co., 315 U.S. 110, 119 (1942).  It would be wrong to assume that such power is part of the Commerce Clause itself, which can then be infinitely extended by the Necessary and Proper Clause.  See Raich, 545 U.S. at 34 (Scalia, J., concurring in the judgment) ("Congress's regulatory authority over intrastate activities that are not themselves part of interstate commerce (including activities that have a substantial effect on interstate commerce) derives from the Necessary and Proper Clause.").  Taken together, these cases recognize that Congress can regulate intrastate activity where such regulation is connected with and appropriate to Congress's power to regulate the interstate market.  

	In this way, Congress's power remains tethered to the text of the Commerce Clause.  It may reach interstate commerce directly.  It may reach economic intrastate activities substantially affecting interstate commerce even before they ripen into "commerce" through trade, barter or sale, if they affect the common stock of a commodity.  Raich; Wickard.  Regulation may reach many things under the Necessary and Proper Clause.  However, the mode of regulation must fit the enumerated power by executing it – not by altering its character.  And the question of fit is irrelevant unless the thing being regulated is proper.   Textually and according to precedent, there is a proper prong to the Necessary and Proper Clause:

When a "Law . . . for carrying into Execution" the Commerce Clause violates the principle of State sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . , it is not a "Law . . . proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause," and is thus, in the words of The Federalist, "merely [an] act of usurpation" which "deserves to be treated as such."  

Printz v. United States, 521 U.S. 898, 923-24 (1997) (emphasis in original).  The "various constitutional provisions" referred to by the Court are those that underlie structural federalism, including the limitation of federal power to enumerated, delegated powers.  Hence, any application of the Necessary and Proper Clause that renders the concept of enumerated powers superfluous, and is tantamount to the creation of a national police power, fails under the proper prong.

	Nor does United States v. Comstock, 130 S. Ct. 1949 (2010), alter this analysis.  Instead it recognizes that Morrison's negative outer limit denying the national government a police power applies to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  Comstock, 130 S. Ct. at 1964 ("Nor need we fear that our holding today confers on Congress a general 'police power, which the Founders denied the National Government and reposed in the States.'") (citing Morrison).  Justice Kennedy in his concurrence in the judgment in Comstock expressly stated:  "It is of fundamental importance to consider whether essential attributes of State sovereignty are compromised by the assertion of federal power under the Necessary and Proper Clause; if so, that is a factor suggesting that the power is not one properly within the reach of federal power."  Id. at 1967. 

	Furthermore, this Court elsewhere has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is limited by general principles of federalism independent of any direct prohibition.  Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706 (1999) ("When a 'Law . . . for carrying into Execution' the Commerce Clause violates the principle of state sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a 'Law . . . proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words of The Federalist, 'merely [an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'") (citing Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-24).  Not only are there clear federalism limits on the Necessary and Proper Clause, but those limits compel the conclusion that any attempt to exercise an unenumerated power, such as regulating the status of being uninsured, for the purpose of making the regulation of an enumerated power more efficient, is improper because the unenumerated power is, by definition, reserved to the States.  Once it is determined that an enactment is improper in this sense, there is nothing further to consider under the Necessary and Proper Clause.  That is why the majority opinions in Morrison and Lopez find it unnecessary to engage the Clause.  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate and penalty might be to the congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under the Necessary and Proper Clause.  That is the end of it.     

      








CONCLUSION

	This Court should affirm the holding of the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit that the mandate and penalty of PPACA exceed the enumerated powers of Congress and that the mandate and penalty cannot be sustained under the Commerce Clause even as aided by the Necessary and Proper Clause.
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BRIEF AMICUS CURIAE OF THE COMMONEALTH OF VIRGINIA EX REL. ATTORNEY GENERAL KENNETH T. CUCCINELLI, II, IN SUPPORT OF APPELLEES ON THE ISSUE OF THE UNCONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE MANDATE AND PENALTY IN WHICH VIRGINIA GOVERNOR ROBERT F. MCDONNELL AND THE REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE JOIN

SUMMARY

I.	THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY ATTACHING TO PPACA IS WEAK OWING TO THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS EMPLOYED IN ITS ENACTMENT.  There is doctrinal and philosophical support for such a presumption resting upon notions of separation of powers, particularly where it appears PPACA was not passed through any process resembling regular order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late on Christmas Eve 2009 as a floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative vehicle was a House tax bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in PPACA.   PPACA passed the Senate on cloture with considerable minority protest. To the extent that a presumption of constitutionality arises from regular order and a hard look by Congress at the limits of its own power, those conditions are simply not present.	

II.	THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED THE POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A GOOD OR SERVICE FROM ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXISTENCE OF THAT POWER.  In the case of PPACA, the lack of historical precedent was well known to Congress before it acted.  At the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires American citizens to purchase a good or service from other citizens, namely, a health insurance policy.  When the Senate Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty would be constitutional, the response was equivocal:  "Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce Clause is perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is a novel issue whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to purchase a good or a service."	

III.	THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CONTRARY TO THE TEXT OF THE COMMERCE CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS.	

A.	The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the Commerce Clause.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or mutual change of goods, wares, productions, or property of any kind, between nations or individuals, either by barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  This is commerce.  Its hallmarks are spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a command to buy something.  The claim that commerce means not commercial activity but mere passivity is violently discordant with any normal use of the word commerce at the Founding or at any subsequent time.	

B.	The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted Makes it Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods or Services From Another Citizen.  The founding generation would have regarded as preposterous any suggestion that Great Britain could have solved its colonial problems by commanding Americans to purchase tea under the generally conceded power of parliament to regulate commerce.	

C.	There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a Citizen to Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen.	Because this regime viewed the regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or threatened harm to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The question thus becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that has extended the Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?

D.	As this Court Found in Denying the Secretary's Motion to Dismiss, the Mandate and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the Commerce Clause and Associated Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by Supreme Court Precedent.  "[E]ven if [an] activity be local and though it may not be regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by Congress if it exerts a substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this irrespective of whether such effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct' or 'indirect.'"  Wickard, 317 U.S.  at 125 (emphasis added).  Wickard marks the affirmative outer limits of the Commerce Clause.  

Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that Congress can regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the channels of interstate commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce," and (3) "activities that substantially affect interstate commerce."  Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59.  “[T]he Federal balance is too essential a part of our constitutional structure and plays too vital a role in securing freedom for us to admit inability to intervene when one or the other level of Government has tipped the scales too far."  Id. at 578.

	None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  This Court elsewhere has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is limited by general principles of federalism independent of any direct prohibition.  Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706 (1999) ("When a 'Law . . . for carrying into Execution' the Commerce Clause violates the principle of state sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a 'Law . . . proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words of The Federalist, 'merely [an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'") (citing Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-24).  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate and penalty might be to the congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under the Necessary and Proper Clause.	
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State Mandates and Burdens Resulting from Federal Health Reform 



		Section

		Summary



		Section 1401 (PPACA)

		Imposes a 40% excise tax on Cadillac health insurance plans. Valued in excess of $10,200 for individuals and $27,500 for families. 



		Section 1411 (PPACA)

		Increases the Medicare Hospital Insurance portion of the payroll tax. 



		Section 1411 (PPACA)

		Imposes a new payroll tax on investments 



		Section 1513 (PPACA)

		Amends Internal Revenue Code of 1986 by adding “Section 4980H” The section imposes tax penalties on certain firms that fail to offer adequate health care coverage to their employees. 



		

		The government will enforce the employer mandate by requiring businesses to submit additional information to the IRS. When tax returns are filed, it will be required to include the names of each full-time employee and pertinent information about health insurance plans offered. 



		Section 1321 (PPACA)

		Abolishes the States’ traditional authority to regulate health insurance. Scope of the statutory provisions invite constitutional scrutiny because they commandeer state officials as agents of federal health policy and regulation. Under Constitution, Congress  can hold no such authority over states. [Example Jay Printz v. United States, 521 U.S. 898 (1997)]



		

		PPACA affords broad discretionary authority to unelected, federal officials. These officials are set to micromanage health insurance coverage, more so than any state legislature has ever granted to state insurance regulators



		Section 2001(a) of PPACA 

		Requires states to increase Medicaid eligibility to cover all American’s below 138% of the FPL beginning January 1, 2014.  [estimated upper bound for Virginia =  425,000 new enrollees. $2.2 Billion in costs between (2.2 billion SFY 2010-2022). 



		Section 2001 (b) of PPACA

		PPACA requires the states to immediately enforce Maintenance of Effort requirements. 



		Section 1202 (Reconciliation Act)

		Raise primary care payments to the same level that PCP’s were paid at the Medicare payment rate level for 2013 and 2014 (feds to pay through 2015) 



		Section 1321 (PPACA)

		Secretary of HHS given broad authority to issue rules and set standards governing the creation and operation of an exchange. 



		Section 1302 (PPACA)

		Grants HHS the ability to set and periodically revise an “essential health benefits package” of minimum insurance coverage requirements. NOTE: HHS provided the first round of “guidance” in a ‘bulletin’ issued to states in December 2011. This periodic “revision” could cause significant flux in a traditionally heavy mandated benefit state like Virginia. 



		General 



		State Employee Involvement 

		Approximately 25 staff members between the Department of Medical Assistance Services, Department of Health, Department of Social Services, and Bureau of Insurance are frequently engaged in conversation and planning regarding various provisions of PPACA and the Reconciliation act. 





 



Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:57 AM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Conrad, Matt (GOV); Eige, Jasen (GOV); Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov; Lindsay Russell;
EGetchell@oag.state.va.us; Mike Adams
Subject: Amicus Brief Update
Importance: High
 
All:
 
Please find the updated Amicus Brief documents.  A summary and initial draft is attached.
 
This will be discussed by Martin Kent, COS to Gov. McDonnell on today’s Chief of Staff RGPPC COS
call  at 3 PM EDT.
 
To confirm on process, the goal is for RGPPC to be named as joining the amicus, as will Governor
McDonnell individually.  Duncan Getchell of the VA AG office will sign as a SCOTUS admitted
attorney.  The case will be styled as shown in the attached summary. 
 
What we need from you:
 

1.        Legal teams and General Counsels:  Sign off that a majority of our governors are
comfortable with RGPPC being named as joining the amicus.  Questions or concerns
regarding the legal brief should be directed to Martin Kent, COS to Gov Bob McDonnell,  or
Matt Conrad, Deputy COS to Gov McDonnell.   Please respond to Marie at

 once you are comfortable from your state. 
 

Martin Kent:  Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov
       Matt Conrad:  Matt.Conrad@governor.virginia.gov  and is (804) 692-2573
 
 

2.         Healthcare advisors and Action Officers:  We need additional data.  Please find attached a
document summarizing state mandates and burdens from PPACA. Additional thoughts are
welcome and data is encouraged. You may send that information to Marie to be
encorporated  at 

 
Thanks in advance for your attention to this matter.  About twice a year we have an important issue
we need to turn around quickly—this is one of them. We appreciate your patience.
 
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
Repulican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 10:01:00 AM
Attachments: PR-Anderson-Calls on Gov to reject Obamacare-7-3-12.doc

fyi
 

From: Jennifer Brock [mailto:brock@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:57 AM
To: brock@oksenate.gov
Subject: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
 

Oklahoma State Senate
Communications Division

State Capitol
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

 
For Immediate Release:  July 3, 2012

 

Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject
ObamaCare

 
            State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma’s chief executive to join her fellow
Republican governors across the country and state for the record that she will not implement
ObamaCare.  Anderson, a Republican from Enid, said Gov. Mary Fallin needs to be on the
front line with those governors who have already announced they won’t submit to the federal
health care law.
            “Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott
Walker in Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have
officially stated they will not implement ObamaCare in their states in the wake of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision last Thursday,” said Anderson.  “Oklahoma needs to join these
other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this law and the substantial
burden that it will place on taxpayers.”
            Anderson said despite promises from the President, the end results of the federal
health care law would be disastrous for citizens, for Oklahoma and for the nation, with many
reports pointing to a revised estimate by the Congressional Budget Office saying the price tag
for the law had already risen from under $1 trillion to $1.76 trillion.
            “In the short-term, the economic brunt will fall on the middle-class.  Those who
already have insurance will see their out-of-pocket costs skyrocket, while those who don’t
will be forced to purchase policies far more costly than they would have been without this
federal mandate,” Anderson said.  “Businesses are going to be hamstrung by red tape and
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State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma’s chief executive to join her fellow Republican governors across the country and state for the record that she will not implement ObamaCare.  Anderson, a Republican from Enid, said Gov. Mary Fallin needs to be on the front line with those governors who have already announced they won’t submit to the federal health care law.


“Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott Walker in Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have officially stated they will not implement ObamaCare in their states in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision last Thursday,” said Anderson.  “Oklahoma needs to join these other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this law and the substantial burden that it will place on taxpayers.”



Anderson said despite promises from the President, the end results of the federal health care law would be disastrous for citizens, for Oklahoma and for the nation, with many reports pointing to a revised estimate by the Congressional Budget Office saying the price tag for the law had already risen from under $1 trillion to $1.76 trillion.


“In the short-term, the economic brunt will fall on the middle-class.  Those who already have insurance will see their out-of-pocket costs skyrocket, while those who don’t will be forced to purchase policies far more costly than they would have been without this federal mandate,” Anderson said.  “Businesses are going to be hamstrung by red tape and regulations that will derail economic growth and recovery.  At the federal level, this will dramatically worsen our national debt.  At the state level, Oklahoma’s Medicaid costs will soar and it will force budget cuts in education, transportation and public safety.”


“We have had enough time to consider last Thursday’s ruling, and we know that the end result will be larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive regulations that will cripple many businesses,” said Anderson.  “Governor Fallin needs to make Oklahoma’s position clear and tell President Obama that she will not choose to implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma.”


For more information, contact:


Sen. Patrick Anderson


405-521-5630






regulations that will derail economic growth and recovery.  At the federal level, this will
dramatically worsen our national debt.  At the state level, Oklahoma’s Medicaid costs will
soar and it will force budget cuts in education, transportation and public safety.”
            “We have had enough time to consider last Thursday’s ruling, and we know that the
end result will be larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive
regulations that will cripple many businesses,” said Anderson.  “Governor Fallin needs to
make Oklahoma’s position clear and tell President Obama that she will not choose to
implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma.”
           
For more information, contact:
Sen. Patrick Anderson
405-521-5630
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To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Craig Perry
Subject: FW: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
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From: Jennifer Brock [mailto:brock@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:57 AM
To: brock@oksenate.gov
Subject: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
 

Oklahoma State Senate
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State Capitol
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

 
For Immediate Release:  July 3, 2012

 

Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject
ObamaCare

 
            State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma’s chief executive to join her fellow
Republican governors across the country and state for the record that she will not implement
ObamaCare.  Anderson, a Republican from Enid, said Gov. Mary Fallin needs to be on the
front line with those governors who have already announced they won’t submit to the federal
health care law.
            “Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott
Walker in Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have
officially stated they will not implement ObamaCare in their states in the wake of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision last Thursday,” said Anderson.  “Oklahoma needs to join these
other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this law and the substantial
burden that it will place on taxpayers.”
            Anderson said despite promises from the President, the end results of the federal
health care law would be disastrous for citizens, for Oklahoma and for the nation, with many
reports pointing to a revised estimate by the Congressional Budget Office saying the price tag
for the law had already risen from under $1 trillion to $1.76 trillion.
            “In the short-term, the economic brunt will fall on the middle-class.  Those who
already have insurance will see their out-of-pocket costs skyrocket, while those who don’t
will be forced to purchase policies far more costly than they would have been without this
federal mandate,” Anderson said.  “Businesses are going to be hamstrung by red tape and
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Oklahoma State Senate


Communications Division


State Capitol


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105


For Immediate Release:  July 3, 2012

Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare


State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma’s chief executive to join her fellow Republican governors across the country and state for the record that she will not implement ObamaCare.  Anderson, a Republican from Enid, said Gov. Mary Fallin needs to be on the front line with those governors who have already announced they won’t submit to the federal health care law.


“Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott Walker in Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have officially stated they will not implement ObamaCare in their states in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision last Thursday,” said Anderson.  “Oklahoma needs to join these other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this law and the substantial burden that it will place on taxpayers.”



Anderson said despite promises from the President, the end results of the federal health care law would be disastrous for citizens, for Oklahoma and for the nation, with many reports pointing to a revised estimate by the Congressional Budget Office saying the price tag for the law had already risen from under $1 trillion to $1.76 trillion.


“In the short-term, the economic brunt will fall on the middle-class.  Those who already have insurance will see their out-of-pocket costs skyrocket, while those who don’t will be forced to purchase policies far more costly than they would have been without this federal mandate,” Anderson said.  “Businesses are going to be hamstrung by red tape and regulations that will derail economic growth and recovery.  At the federal level, this will dramatically worsen our national debt.  At the state level, Oklahoma’s Medicaid costs will soar and it will force budget cuts in education, transportation and public safety.”


“We have had enough time to consider last Thursday’s ruling, and we know that the end result will be larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive regulations that will cripple many businesses,” said Anderson.  “Governor Fallin needs to make Oklahoma’s position clear and tell President Obama that she will not choose to implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma.”


For more information, contact:


Sen. Patrick Anderson


405-521-5630






regulations that will derail economic growth and recovery.  At the federal level, this will
dramatically worsen our national debt.  At the state level, Oklahoma’s Medicaid costs will
soar and it will force budget cuts in education, transportation and public safety.”
            “We have had enough time to consider last Thursday’s ruling, and we know that the
end result will be larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive
regulations that will cripple many businesses,” said Anderson.  “Governor Fallin needs to
make Oklahoma’s position clear and tell President Obama that she will not choose to
implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma.”
           
For more information, contact:
Sen. Patrick Anderson
405-521-5630

 
 



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:19:03 PM

Fyi - see part on exchange 
 
From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:42 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police 
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Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Exchange
Meeting This Wednesday

 
The first meeting of the Obama Care/Fallin Care task force is to be held on Wednesday
September 14th at 9:00 am in the House Chamber at the State Capitol.   I believe they chose
this particular meeting place to avoid having to deal with questions from the audience but a
good crowd will remind them what is waiting for them should they go ahead and implement
Obama Care here in Oklahoma.    Below are the Senators and Representatives on the
committee, it would be a good idea to call and email to remind them that the majority of the
citizens of Oklahoma are dead set against Obama Care/Fallin Care.
 

Light em up..
 

 Make it clear to them that there will be a political price for supporting Obama Care/Fallin
Care in any form or fashion.  Remember that they are practiced politicians, they can sell sand
to an Arab, don’t get in arguments or discussions, tell them what the people of Oklahoma
want.

 
 

 Rep. Glen Mulready , Co-Chair         glen.mulready@okhouse.gov      (405) 557-7340
Rep. Randy Grau                                randy.grau@okhouse.gov            (405) 557-7360
Rep. Danny Morgan                           dannymorgan@okhouse.gov        (405)-557-7368
Rep. Jeannie McDaniel                       jeanniemcdaniel@okhouse.gov     (405)-557-7334
Rep. Jason Nelson                              jason.nelson@okhouse.gov          (405) 557-7335
Rep. Doug Cox                                  dougcox@okhouse.gov                (405) 557-7415

 
Senator Gary Stanislawski , Co-Chair     stanislawski@oksenate.gov        405.521.5624   
Senator Cliff Aldridge                             aldridge@oksenate.gov              (405) 521-
5584                    
Senator Bill Brown                                 brownb@oksenate.gov               (405) 521-
5602                         
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shop that travels all over the
state building dream kitchens
for discerning customers
 
  
Comtec Security
 
An Oklahoma Company for

Oklahomans.  They offer

service with no contracts, a

distinct difference from other

security companies I've used. 

They believe in liberty,

including the liberty to take

your business eslewhere if they

don't perform to expectations. 

Comtec Security provided the

security make over for

theSooner Tea Party after the

burglarly in May

 
http://www.comtecok.com/
 
 
 
 

 

Senator Sean Burrage                             garlick@oksenate.gov                 405) 521-
5555                      
Senator Brian Crain                                crain@oksenate.gov                    (405) 521-
5620                      
Senator John Sparks                               sparks@oksenate.gov                 (405) 521-
5553                    

 
  

 
 

 
 Phil Lakin, George Kaiser, and Obama

 
A few weeks ago we went over the candidates for Tulsa City Council.  One of the candidates
for District 8 is Phil Lakin; Phil is also the Chairman of the George Kaiser Family Foundation. 
George Kaiser is one of the investors of the defunct solar energy company that was in the
news last week for going bankrupt owing the U.S. government hundreds of millions of
dollars.   Lakin is also on the board of the Tulsa Community Foundation and other boards.
 
Here is an email from a Washington Post reporter responding after a Tulsa activist reached
out with info on Phil Lakin and George Kaiser:
 
Quote:  
“We are very interested in George Kaiser and any help you might be able to give us would
be greatly appreciated. Our George Kaiser is chairman of Tulsa-based BOK Financial Corp.
and owner of Kaiser-Francis Oil Co. He also is one of Solyndra's biggest backers through an
organization known as the George Kaiser Family Foundation. He is an Oklahoma oilman who
bundled campaign contributions from multiple sources for Obama's 2008 campaign. Kaiser
raised, or bundled, $50,000 to $100,000 for Obama’s 2008 campaign, according to a list that
had been posted on Obama’s 2008 campaign website. He gave $2,300 personally, according
to the FEC. 
 
As you probably know, the George Kaiser Family Foundation is a charitable organization
based in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and backed by donations from Kaiser. It holds about 35.7 percent
of the company, according to a Solyndra filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission.
Kaiser made three visits to the White House on March 12, 2009, and one on March 13. Kaiser
has denied any direct involvement in the Solyndra deal. In a statement from his foundation
he said he “did not participate in any discussions with the U.S. government regarding the
loan.”
 
The White House meetings put that statement to a test. He met with former Chairman of the
Council of Economic Advisors Austan Goolsbee, Senior Advisor Pete Rouse, Deputy Director of
the Domestic Policy Council Heather Higginbottom and Deputy Director of the National
Economic Council Jason Furman. People who work for him also went to the White House,
including chairman and founder Christian Gronet and Board Members Thomas Baruch and
David Prend. This information is according to the WH visitor logs. Former Chief of Staff Rahm
Emmanuel and Adviser Valerie Jarrett reportedly also met with Kaiser.
 
End quote.
 
 
 
Here are some articles on the George Kaiser/Obama/Solynda loan connection:
Washington Times article 
Bloomberg article
Tulsa World article that came out Sept 8th 
 
Tulsa Today article  
Big Government link  
Washington Times article today  
September 3rd article by Bloomberg  
Solyndra/Obama Connection
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Representative Glen Mulready Talking Trash Again

 
 
Occasionally one of our members asks why we expose so much of the legislator’s dirty
laundry and focus on their response to our newsletters.   For two reasons:
 
1.      It shows people that the legislators are no better than the rest of us, almost anyone
could run for office regardless of what baggage they might have or their “qualifications”.
2.      Their responses to our newsletters are illuminating, especially when they lash out in
anger over the exposure of the seamy side of the legislature.
 
Last week, one of our old sparing partners, Representative Glen Mulready, just had to open
his mouth again.    Like the old joke about the hunter and the grizzly bear, one begins to
wonder if Representative Mulready is doing this for the sport of it.  Representative Mulready
was one of the founding members of the Short Bus Caucus, a group of Republican House
members that were running their mouth against the Tea Party during one of the Republican
Caucus meetings.   Here is a link to that May 8th newsletter where Representative Mulready
helped us come up with the name transvestite Republican:   Transvestite Republicans     
 
So last week Representative Mulready once again shot off his infamous mouth in an email to
one of our allies.  Here is the email:
 
Subject:   Re: A Jerry Springer Batch of Legislators
 
Date:  Fri, 2 Sep 2011 14:25:06 -0500
From:   Glen Mulready
To:  Jim Gxxxx xxxxxxx@cox.net
 
Jim,
I would respectfully suggest to you that your forwarding of this groups "trash" only serves to
undermine your own credibility. 
Hope you are well. 
 
Best,
 
Glen Mulready
Sent from my iPhone, please pardon any typos. 
 
End quote.
 
When challenged by one of the messages recipients, Representative Glen Mulready had this
to say:
 
Quote:
 
“BL,
 
So, "relevant to the topic" from your perspective is someones (Sic) innuendo and rumor
tossed around without any kind of evidence. This is one radical person, with no evidence,
throwing things out there about people he doesn't like....plain and simple. 
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The bottom line is no different than I tell my young boys daily. Choose your friends
wisely...you will be known by those you hang out with. If you wish to be identified closely
with this group, then by all means, continue to forward their emails. I'm telling you that this
is a quick way for you to move you and your group towards irrelevance by association. 
 
I have a lot more detail about this groups posting of comments and pictures of my family
earlier this year that I could share with you, but will not take the time. 
 
Choose your friends wisely!
 
Best regards,
 
Glen”
 
End quote.  
 
 

 
 
Representative Mulready's purpose in taking the time to respond to B.L. is obvious; to try to
drive a wedge between the Tea Party and the rural interests.
 
If you have taken one of my classes on the Real Nature of Politics, you will recognize the
classic responses regurgitated by Representative Mulready.  He starts by stating that
forwarding the Sooner Tea Party newsletter undermines B.L.’s credibility.  When a politician
tells you something, the first thing you should ask yourself is how it benefits the politician if
you believe what he says.  Think about it, Representative Mulready is not supporting B.L.’s
effort so if B.L. was hurting his credibility then Representative Mulready would just stay silent
and let him hang himself.
 
Next Representative Mulready admits that forwarding something is the same as endorsing
something.   Using that logic, he supports  and endorses the House leaders that voted for
the transvestite birth certificate bill, therefore Representative Mulready supports everything
else the House leadership stands for:  allowing illegal immigration, biometrics on our drivers
license for future facial recognition tracking systems, highway cameras  watching car license
plates for ticketing those without insurance (next will be those that are running an expired
tag, next are those driving 5 miles over the speed limit), implementing the Obama Care/Fallin
Care Health insurance exchanges (Mulready is heading that interim study), stopping Open
Carry, and stopping all the Tea Party/Constitutional bills that support the 2nd, 4th. 9th, and
10th Amendments.
 
As to the list of immoral legislators cheating on their spouses, multiple sources backed up
each instance of infidelity.   One case was dropped after a Democrat legislator vouched for
the legislator after approaching him on our behalf; five or six others are still under
investigation so we did not put them on the newsletter.  The   Kirby and Osborn affair was
checked using both GOP and Democrat sources.    The Charles Ortega story was confirmed
using legislators and local sources, he is the talk of the town these days… the old goat!  The
Lee Denney story was verified using local sources as well as multiple legislative sources.
 
We back up 100% of our info before we use it in the newsletter.   As far as ruining a
cheating legislator’s reputation, they ruined it themselves; we are just spreading the news.  
As far as the Sooner Tea Party’s “agenda”, it is simple, force legislators like Representative
Mulready to represent their constituents instead of ruling over them like they are royalty and
to force the legislators to support the Constitution including the Bill of Rights.  It
Representative Mulready needs stepped on to force him to do right, we have no problem
stepping on him.
As to posting his family picture, we took the picture off his campaign website.  If he drags his
family into his campaign to claim family values, then what is wrong with using the picture
when Representative Mulready is going against family values?  We posted his family shot
next to a drag queen smoking a cigarette and asked the readers to see if the two men looked
alike and to let us know if Mulready didn't look like a transvestite....  not as single email
came in against the article, people understood that we were pointing out that Mulready was
a hypocrite.
 
Lastly, Representative Mulready talks big about not slandering people and tossing around
innuendo and rumor, yet he doesn’t look into the stories before claiming we are “radical” and
are slandering people.  The difference between Representative Mulready and our group is



that we put our info out in public, Representative Mulready prefers to slink about and
whisper lies in private.  And where is Representative Mulready's outrage over Representative
Dan Sullivan's behavior?
 
But the highest nail gets the hammer so Representative Mulready has earned another article
in the newsletter about his character and his refusal to represent the people in his district. 
He is an elitist, he said so at that meeting in May, said that regardless of how the people in
his district want him to vote he is going to vote his way.  I’ve got it on tape, it is going to
make a great robo call.
 
Remember always that the Mulreadys of this world believe that the rest of us are sheep to
be sheared.  They stay in power only by dividing any that rise against them.   They are
accomplished liars; the most dangerous of them are the sociopath liars who tend to rise into
leadership positions.  They truly believe they are not lying, from being so wrapped up in their
fantasy world and their belief that they are above everyone else.   

 
  

 
Oklahoma Real Estate Commission Whitewashes

Sullivan Real Estate  Investigation
 
And after all that documentation of the forged document that we looked at last week, what
did the Oklahoma Real Estate Commission do?   They whitewashed the investigation, seizing
upon a comment from Mrs. Sullivan that stated she didn’t know which party altered the
document and forged the initials.   That is the problem with reasonable people, they talk
reasonably, and Mrs. Sullivan was just stating an obvious fact.  Most people would
understand that an investigation was required to ascertain who altered the document and
forged the initial.  A bureaucrat on the other hand would jump at the chance to get this issue
off their desk and done with!  All they had to do was question the realtor about the
document and she would have rolled over on either Representative Sullivan or his attorney.
 
Here is the official Investigative Report of the OREC investigator Sherry L. Kueffler.  Look for
the file labeled:
“C-2010-047_Final_(GS )”
 
Here is their contact info:
 
Telephone: (405) 521-3387
Toll Free: 1-866-521-3389

orec.help@orec.ok.gov
 
 

Did Representative Sullivan Lie To
Tulsa Police on September 19th 2007?

  

http://t.ymlp187.com/ewmagauemyatauuearajbju/click.php


  
  

Two weeks ago we told the story of a terrified woman fleeing her home around 11:30 pm, in
her night clothes, barefoot, not even taking the time to grab her cell phone.  A source
claimed that after an argument over continuing the marriage counseling, Representative
Sullivan eyes were so dark with anger that they  were like "looking at the end of the world”. 
 
 Sources say Mrs. Sullivan fled northeast on I-44 in the early hours of September 19th, so
afraid for her life, so  shocked, so intimidated by her husband’s behavior that she could only
think of putting distance between them.  Remember that reports state that Representative
Sullivan had been mixing prescription medicines, over the counter cold medication, and
booze.   Documents and emails show that he was in dire financial straits, had impregnated a
House staffer that worked under him at the capitol during an illicit and illegal affair, and was
becoming increasingly unstable.
 
Mrs. Sullivan could think of only one place to go where her reserve deputy/Judicial
Committee Chairman/Representative husband wouldn’t likely find her, a bed and breakfast
place near Grand Lake that she remembered from a previous trip long ago.   She realized
that she couldn’t hope to find a vacancy at 2:00 or 3:00 am so she parked in the parking lot
of the Cherokee Yacht Club near Ketchum, Oklahoma.  
 
 It wasn’t long before a security guard came over to see why a woman was parked by the
lake in the predawn chill.   Dressed in night clothes, shoeless, and scared, the officer
recognized the signs of an abused woman in need of help.   The officer opened up the lobby
and allowed Mrs. Sullivan to wait inside until daylight, then after telling her the bed and
breakfast she was searching for had closed the previous year, the officer recommended
another small business that rented secluded lake cabins.
 
The innkeeper was a woman that had also had experience with abused women in shelters
and immediately recognized the tell tale signs:   no shoes, no luggage, night clothing rather
than suitable attire, a woman clearly frightened that her husband would find her and do
harm.  Since Mrs. Sullivan was still terrified of being found, the innkeeper suggested parking
the car away from the cabin, lessening the chance that Representative Sullivan could track
her down.
 
And what was Representative Sullivan doing about this time?  Well, he had gone to work.  
Doesn’t sound like something that a normal husband would do after his wife fled in terror the
night before, most would be out looking for her or calling her friends and family, perhaps
even calling the state police since she was the wife of a legislator.  But not Representative
Sullivan, where most of us would have been worried sick, Representative Sullivan went to
work, had lunch, and went home.
 
Finally around 9:30 pm Representative Sullivan reported his wife missing, twenty two hours
after she fled.  Representative Sullivan told the officer of the cell phone left behind, that he
had called his family and friends in an effort to find her, and had looked online to see if she
had used her credit cards or withdrew money from an ATM.   The police report states that
Representative Sullivan said that he didn’t believe that Mrs. Sullivan was suicidal but she had
been upset over health issues.  No mention of the argument that turned physical, no mention
of the marriage counseling as a result of Representative Sullivan’s infidelities, Representative
Sullivan chose to lie and say Mrs. Sullivan was upset over health issues…
 

 Look for the file labeled:    “Missing Person Police Report 9 19 2007”.
 
But much later Representative Sullivan testified under oath as part of the divorce
proceedings.  During his testimony Sullivan denied that he had told the Tulsa Police that Mrs.
Sullivan was worried about her health the night she fled.   In fact Representative
Sullivan admitted on the witness stand that they had had an argument which
caused Mrs. Sullivan to flee.  
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“Representative Sullivan Deposition Proving He Lied About The Reason Mrs. Sullivan Fled”
 
Okay, some of you might say, so Representative Sullivan didn’t want to air his dirty laundry. 
He told a little white lie to save face.    If that were all, we wouldn’t be reporting this but
what came next is absolutely chilling.
The missing person report also states:  
 
 “Dan, who is also a TCSO reserve deputy, verified that his only owned weapon was
accounted for in their home.” 
 

Did Representative Sullivan own only one weapon?
 
Representative Sullivan claimed only one gun in his statement to the Tulsa police on the
missing person report.   Here is what Sullivan had in the way of weaponry around that time,
many of them left loaded around the home. 
 
 
  S & W 640-1   CD A6703                  
                                                          
New England Arms  SB4 MAG 10 ga     NE320444 
                                                          
Remington  700 7mm mag            250505                 
Remington  742  30-06 A7371364
                                                          
Remington  Nov-48 20ga  5831524                               
Ruger    super BH 44 81-65581  
                                                           
Remington 1100 20ga       N823401                                                             
Mossberg 590 12ga       p603944                                                              
Glock 21C FLD 346 Returned to Sheriffs dept.    
                      
Ruger Sec, six 357 15347399                            
Colt  AR-15 sport 223  66548 
                                                  
Glock 21C    DSV190US                                          
Glock  27      EVN264US                                          
US CARBINE  M1 30   4242553                                               
Remington 870 12 Y502890                                               
S & W  457  45  
 
I counted 16 guns, not one that he told the Tulsa police officer about. 
 
And here are pictures of the guns that Representative Sullivan denied owning.
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Now many people collect guns, nothing wrong with that.  The problem here is Representative
Sullivan lying.
One can only wonder why Representative Sullivan would lie to a police officer about the
number of weapons he owned.  Was he was covering his tracks in case a body was found
and ballistic tests were run?   What we can be certain of is that Representative Sullivan has
no qualms about lying to a police officer or on the witness stand, if it suits his purpose.   All
that remains is to ask why Representative Sullivan lies.   There are three types of liars:
 
1.Pathological Liar, someone that doesn’t lie purposely, they actually believe that they are
telling the truth.
2.Compulsive Liar, someone that lies out of habit because it feels “right”.
3.Sociopaths, someone that lies incessantly in order to get their way and does so with little
concern for others.
 
Of the three types of liar, I believe that Representative Sullivan better fits the Sociopath
model better than any other. link to list of traits of sociopaths.
 

 
Yes, this was a messy divorce! But if character matters, something that the country forgot
when they elected Bill Clinton, and if past behavior is indicative of future behavior, do we
dare allow Representative Sullivan to walk away from his behavior and crimes without
penalty?  Do we dare allow the other 148 legislators think that if Representative Sullivan got
away with it, that they can get away with it?
 
Here is the contact info for the Speaker of the House, Kris Steele and for the GRDA, who is
considering Representative Sullivan for the top CEO position.  Please call them and give them
your opinion on this matter.
.
 
Kris Steele:    (405) 557-7345       krissteele@okhouse.gov
 
GRDA            (918) 256-5545      Michael Kiefner, interim CEO 
 
Oh, and what happened to Mrs. Sullivan?  Her brother and her sister in law found her on
Thursday, two days after she had gone missing.  They had gone online to the Pike Pass
website and found the Vinita exit charge, then cruised around till one of them spotted her
car. 
 
 Representative Sullivan never went looking for her.
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Obama Administration Exporting American Jobs 
DOJ Advises Gibson Guitar to Export Labor to Madagascar

 
This story has been in the woodworking journals for some time.   Gibson Guitar was raided
in  2009 and despite their exotic woods coming from certified importers, millions of dollars
worth of lumber  and finished guitars were confiscated.   Their competitors, Martin Guitar
and Fender Guitar, use the same importer but they haven’t been raided, likely due to the
owner of Martin Guitar being an Obama donor and both companies not having the  deep
pockets that Gibson Guitar posesses.   Despite obtaining letters from the Madagascar
government stating that  the wood in question was exported legally, the Obama
administration contends that the wood was imported in violation of Madagascar law (not U.S.
law!).
 
The wood the Government seized on August 24 is from a Forest Stewardship Council certified
supplier and is FSC Controlled, meaning that the wood complies with the standards of the
Forest Stewardship Council, which is an industry-recognized and independent, not-for-profit
organization established to promote responsible management of the world’s forests.   I’ve
seen articles in the wood working journals about Gibson Guitar’s commitment to the Forest
Stewardship Council program.
 
The Obama administration contends that only finished wood products are allowed to be
exported from Madagascar and have told the Gibson Guitar company that all of this would go
away if they moved production into the country that exported the exotic woods.  Gibson is
one of those rare companies that has been able to keep ahead of foreign imports by focusing
on top quality products, keeping hundreds of jobs right here in the U.S.
 
I firmly believe that there is no such thing as a crazy person or a crazy law.   Most alleged
insanity usually looks reasonable once viewed from the correct angle.  If one believes the
Cloward-Pivens strategy is behind the Obama administration wanting to close down an
American factory and send the jobs to Madagascar, then this story begins to make perfect
sense.
 
I am a former employer.   I’ve owned furniture factories and cabinet shops over the years,
employing from a few to over 40 employees.   My current shop was built to employ ten
employees but the most employees we could ever amass at once was eight.   The restriction
was finding someone willing to actually show up for work, and then once there, be willing to
put in a productive eight hour day putting out quality work.   Once people stuck around long
enough to pick up the skills required to work efficiently, they could earn as much as $15.00
per hour.  Not enough, I know, but with the other cabinet shops employing illegal workers at
$7.00 to $8.00 per hour, that was the best we could pay.   The wood working industry has
always had wages up to 60% less than other manufacturing industries, the low barrier of
entry for new shops  has always caused professional shops to compete with those working in
their garages or working on site to build cabinets, with the low overhead giving the
unprofessional shops a large advantage.
 
Low wages in itself isn’t 100% of the problem.   Once people figure out how to play the
system, they don’t need to work for low wages if they use Section 8 housing, free medical
care at the emergency room, food stamps, and the other welfare programs.  So companies
like Gibson are hit with both low price foreign competition and finding workers with enough
self esteem that they are willing to work rather than sit on the government dole.  And then
the Obama administration wants to shut them down and ship the jobs overseas.
 
I started winding down the number of employees I worked years ago.  When the internet age
came upon us it was obvious that if your quality was not the best, it mattered not what price
range you were in, unhappy customers would post bad references about your company
online for all to see.  I’ve seen comments where people talked about the price of a set of
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cabinets being the only standard toward choosing a company because they could always
demand quality.  Well, cabinets are like any other product, you get what you pay for, all that
type of customer can do is set themselves up for problems.   So I decided to avoid the low
end of the market, focusing on the upper end where one could charge enough to do top
notch work and avoid the bad reviews.  That meant that I could afford to hire only the best
workers, because the old system of bringing in a new hand and absorbing the cost reworking
his mistakes wasn’t possible anymore.
 
If a manufacture can manage to get past the foreign competition and the lack of work ethic
in the majority of the workers in the lower pay scales, then government regulation is still
there to cause problems.   It was bad enough back in the mid eighties when I had over 40
workers on my payroll, with untold dozens more producing materials, supplies, or
components for my factory.  It is ten times worse these days as Gibson Guitar is finding out.
 
 

 
 
So like John Galt in Atlas Shrugged, I went on strike.   Now I work no employees, just do
what I can do by myself and I’ve found I make more than I did with eight employees even
carrying the enormous overhead of a 10,000 square foot shop.    This strategy is the only
safe way to survive in business these days unless you have a very profitable business and
can just burn money to solve problems.  One wonders how much of the current 9%
unemployment and the enormous under employment is due to capitalist like myself just
refusing to play the game.
 

 
Is  The OBAMA REGIME ARMING U.S. STREET GANGS VIA ATF?

Indiana Gun Sales Draw Scrutiny
 
A few months back the ATF got caught letting weapons get smuggled into Mexico.   Allegedly
part of a sting operation to catch gun shops selling to buyers that weren’t legally able to
purchase guns, they termed it “gun walking” and as it turned out besides Mexico and
Honduras, the ATF might be doing this all over our country.   The article at this link  raises
the question:  Is Obama arming the gangs and Muslims using the ATF?   The story below
talks about an Indiana gun walking scheme sanctioned by the ATF.
 
Full story at Sipsey Street Irregulars 
 
BBQ Fund Raiser Set For Rep John Bennett September

15th
 

http://t.ymlp187.com/ewyalauemyadauueakajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp187.com/eqsapauemyapauueadajbju/click.php


 
 

Don't forget about the John Bennett fund raiser at Sallisaw at the county fair barn at
Redwood and Shirley on Thursday night, the 15th of Sept. @6:00 pm .   I'll be doing some
grassroots training after the meal. The Bar B Q is free, but please contribute to the re-
election campaign funds of Senator Mark Allen and Rep. John Bennett.  Door prizes, silent
auction, and donation jars will be at the door.  There will be a live band, "War Pony", playing
as well.
 
Also remember about the ArmesControl.Com trip on Saturday.  Meet
at the Newcastle Gaming Center before 7:00 am or call me before
9:00 am if you are meeting us in Lawton.  Cell phone reception is
spotty down South so call before we get into the area!
 
 
 
 
If you forward this email be sure and take out the unsubscribe link before you send it to
your friends.   Click on the forward button, then scroll down to where the unsubscribe link is
at the very bottom of the email.  Highlight and it and delete, then it is safe to send.  If you
forward this without deleting the unsubscribe link, any person that unsubscribes will remove
your email address from our data base.
 
  
 
 Remember that we meet each and every Wednesday night at 6:00 pm at The
Carpenter Shop, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK   call 405-412-6233 if you
need directions.  We work at the meetings, not talk.  Come help take your
country back.
 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call
costs.  We are tightfisted, we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as
we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our
country. 
 
 To donate, send checks to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK 73127
 
Or visit soonerteaparty.org and use our PayPal link to donate using a credit card, a
debit card, or a bank transfer.

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: AP emails
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:09:00 PM

Can u make sure all these guys are on our distribution list?
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:08 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Zeman Bleed, Jill; Miller, Ken A.
Subject: AP emails
 
Alex:
Since I may be out of the office when the health insurance exchange decision is handed down
tomorrow, could you please make sure these emails are on your press distribution list:
 
apoklahoma@ap.org (general newsroom email)
jzeman@ap.org (breaking news supervisor Jill Zeman Bleed)
kamiller@ap.org (breaking news supervisor Ken Miller)
 
Thanks,
Sean
 
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org

 

www.twitter.com/apseanmurphy
 

The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
and delete this email. Thank you.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: Appointment with the Governor
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 11:04:30 AM

Ugh. I’m going to have to say no but perhaps we can send someone to the ocpac meeting?
 

From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:59 AM
To: Denise Northrup; AJ Mallory
Subject: Appointment with the Governor
 
Rep. Key is requesting an appointment with Governor Fallin on either February 7th or 8th  to
introduce Mr. Benjamin Domenech and Kendal Antekier of The Heartland Institute, and discuss
HealthCare Exchanges.  Mr. Domenech and Ms. Antekier will be in the state to share expertise on
this subject.   The dates and times they are sharing the information is listed below:

Tuesday, February 7th @ approximately 9:30am (following session), House Chamber
Wednesday, February 8th @ 9:00am in the State Capitol, room 512A
Wednesday, February 8th @ noon @ OCPAC @ Italiano’s, 4801 N. Lincoln Boulevard
 
Please advise if Governor Fallin has time in her schedule. 
 
Information about The Heartland Institute and Mr. Domench is listed below:
Benjamin Domenech, managing editor of Health Care News and a research fellow at The Heartland
Institute, has agreed to come to the State Capitol and share his expertise on this subject.   Kendal
Antekier of the Heartland Institute will also be in attendance.   The Heartland Institute is a 27-year-
old national nonprofit research organization dedicated to finding and promoting ideas that empower
people. Founded in Chicago in 1984, its mission is to discover, develop, and promote free-market
solutions to social and economic problems. The Heartland Institute distributes six monthly public
policy newspapers addressing the major domestic public policy issues to every national and state
elected official in the U.S. plus 8,400 county and local officials and thousands of civic and business
leaders. It also produces books, policy studies, and booklets. Approximately 130 academics and
professional economists participate in its peer review process, and more than 200 elected officials
currently serve on its Legislative Forum. A telephone survey of randomly selected state and local
elected officials conducted in 2011 found 79% of state legislators and 63% of local elected officials
read at least one of Heartland’s publications, and 45% of state legislators say a Heartland publication
changed their mind or led to a change in public policy. Approximately 1,800 support an annual
budget of $6 million. Heartland does not accept government funding.
Mr. Domenech joined The Heartland Institute in 2009 after several years working and writing on
national health care policy, beginning with a political appointment as speechwriter to U.S. Health
and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, and continuing as chief speechwriter for U.S.
Senator John Cornyn during the Medicare Part D debate on Capitol Hill.  In addition to his work with
Heartland, Benjamin is currently editor of The City, an academic journal of faith, politics, and culture,
published by Houston Baptist University. He previously worked as a book editor for Eagle Publishing,
where he edited multiple New York Times bestsellers in the arenas of politics, history, and sports.
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He was a founding board member of Redstate, a prominent conservative activist community site,
and co-hosts Coffee & Markets, an award-winning daily podcast focused on politics, policy, and the
marketplace.  Educated at the College of William & Mary and University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
Benjamin regularly writes opinion columns for the Washington Examiner and RealClearWorld, and in
2009 he was chosen as a Journalism Fellow by the Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the
Constitution.
 

 
Sharon Brown,
Legislative Assistant for
Representative Charles Key,
District 90
Chair, Insurance Committee
405 557-7354
sharon.brown@okhouse.gov
.
 
 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Attachments: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:15:00 PM
Attachments: 2012 06 28 Medicaid Conf Call agenda.docx

2012 06 28 Medicaid Scotus Highlights.docx
2012 06 28 Politico Overview of Medicaid.pdf

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:18 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: Attachments: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
 
All- for today’s  staff call at 4:30 PM EST—please find attached:
 

1.        Agenda
2.        Medicaid overview
3.        Medicaid overview from Politico, attached and

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0612/77945.html
 
More information will be provided as we complete analysis.
 
Reminder, our governors will discuss all of this on their governors-only call on 7/3. Information was
forwarded earlier this week to you and your schedulers. 
 
-mts
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:16 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Importance: High
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AGENDA

6.28.2012



1 800 653 7913

Access Code 4341764





1. Roll call and Introduction

            RGPPC-Marie Sanderson



2. Governor Romney Remarks

            Matt Hoffman

            Dimple Gupta



3. From the Hill

House Energy and Commerce: Monica Popp/Howard Cohen/Paul Edatel

Senate Finance:  Stephanie Carlton 



4.   Think tank analysis 

American Action Forum, Michael Ramlet

            Heritage, Nina Owcharenko

                

5.       Other Legal Interpretations

Gibson, Dunn and Crutcher, John Bash

             AAF, Steven Engel



6.  State Remarks- Q and A 

            




The Key Issue:  “When Congress threatens to terminate other grants as a means of pressuring the States to accept a Spending Clause program, the legislation runs counter to this Nation’s system of federalism.”



Good Summary:  “The threatened loss of over 10 percent of a State’s overall budget is economic dragooning that leaves the States with no real option but to acquiesce in the Medicaid expansion. The Government claims that the expansion is properly viewed as only a modification of the existing program, and that this modification is permissible because Congress reserved the “right to alter, amend, or repeal any provision” of Medicaid. §1304. But the expansion accomplishes a shift in kind, not merely degree. The original program was designed to cover medical services for particular categories of vulnerable individuals. Under the Affordable Care Act, Medicaid is transformed into a program to meet the health care needs of the entire non-elderly population with income below 133 percent of the poverty level. A State could hardly anticipate that Congress’s reservation of the right to “alter” or “amend” the Medicaid program included the power to transform it so dramatically. The Medicaid expansion thus violates the Constitution by threatening States with the loss of their existing Medicaid funding if they decline to comply with the expansion.”



Impact: “The constitutional violation is fully remedied by precluding the Secretary from applying §1396c to withdraw existing Medicaid funds for failure to comply with the requirements set out in the expansion.”  [Translation: If a state chooses NOT to expand their program as PPACA requires, they cannot be penalized by losing federal matching funds for their pre-PPACA Medicaid programs.]



Additional Highlights: 



How PPACA fundamentally changes Medicaid in terms of scope and flexibility:  “The current Medicaid program requires States to cover only certain discrete categories of needy individuals—pregnant women, children, needy families, the blind, the elderly, and the disabled.  There is no mandatory coverage for most childless adults, and the States typically do not offer any such coverage. The States also enjoy considerable flexibility with respect to the coverage levels for parents of needy families… The Medicaid provisions of the Affordable Care Act, in contrast, require States to expand their Medicaid programs by 2014 to cover all individuals under the age of 65with incomes below 133 percent of the federal poverty line.  The Act also establishes a new “[e]ssential health benefits” package, which States must provide to all new Medicaid recipients—a level sufficient to satisfy a recipient’s obligations under the individual mandate.”



Main argument from the States and the Court’s response:  “The States, however, argue that the Medicaid expansion is far from the typical case. They object that Congress has “crossed the line distinguishing encouragement from coercion,” New York, supra, at 175, in the way it has structured the funding: Instead of simply refusing to grant the new funds to States that will not accept the new conditions, Congress has also threatened to withhold those States’ existing Medicaid funds.  The States claim that this threat serves no purpose other than to force unwilling States to sign up for the dramatic expansion in health care coverage effected by the Act. Given the nature of the threat and the programs at issue here, we must agree…. In this case, the financial “inducement” Congress has chosen is much more than “relatively mild encouragement”—it is a gun to the head.  The threatened loss of over 10 percent of a State’s overall budget, in contrast, is economic dragooning that leaves the States with no real option but to acquiesce in the Medicaid expansion…. Previous Medicaid amendments simply do not fall into the same category as the one at stake here.”



Why the Court thought the Medicaid expansions were a problem Constitutionally:  “At the same time, our cases have recognized limits on Congress’s power under the Spending Clause to secure state compliance with federal objectives… The legitimacy of Congress’s exercise of the spending power “thus rests on whether the State voluntarily and knowingly accepts the terms of the ‘contract.’”  Respecting this limitation is critical to ensuring that Spending Clause legislation does not undermine the status of the States as independent sovereigns in our federal system… Otherwise the two-government system established by the Framers would give way to a system that vests power in one central government, and individual liberty would suffer…. That insight has led this Court to strike down federal legislation that commandeers a State’s legislative or administrative apparatus for federal purposes… But when “pressure turns into compulsion,” ibid., the legislation runs contrary to our system of federalism.”



What this means for States:  “Nothing in our opinion precludes Congress from offering funds under the Affordable Care Act to expand the availability of health care, and requiring that States accepting such funds comply with the conditions on their use. What Congress is not free to do is to penalize States that choose not to participate in that new program by taking away their existing Medicaid funding…. In light of the Court’s holding, the Secretary cannot apply §1396c to withdraw existing Medicaid funds for failure to comply with the requirements set out in the expansion…  Today’s holding does not affect the continued application of §1396c to the existing Medicaid program. Nor does it affect the Secretary’s ability to withdraw funds provided under the Affordable Care Act if a State that has chosen to participate in the expansion fails to comply with the requirements of that Act.  As a practical matter, that means States may now choose to reject the expansion; that is the whole point.”
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How the health care law looks after SCOTUS
By POLITICO STAFF | 6/28/12 11:45 AM EDT


The surprise ruling by the Supreme Court on Thursday that most of President Barack Obama’s health reform law can


stand — including the unpopular individual mandate — means the law can now move forward without major


disruption.The court narrowed the law’s expansion of Medicaid, saying the states can reject it if they want. But the


main pieces of the law that start in 2014 — including the mandate, coverage for pre-existing conditions, health


insurance exchanges, and subsidies to help people buy health insurance — can now move ahead. This chart shows


the main provisions of the law after the ruling.











All: Quick update on the Medicaid opinion.
 

1.      CALL SCHEDULED FOR TODAY:  We will host a call at
4:30 EST today to discuss moving parts with a team of
experts.  1 800 653 7913  access code 4341764

2.     PRESS:  We realize many of you are torn with what to say
regarding the Medicaid expansion piece in your public
states.  We request that you continue indicate that your
state is studying the opinion. We will discuss this today on
the call.  We will discuss Medicaid expansion, MOEs,
healthcare exchanges and a number of other questions you
might have.   While the expansion piece is voluntary,
Medicaid is still a regulatory mess and other pieces of
PPACA for states appear to be intact. 

 
Thanks,
Marie
 

 

 

More:

http://www.scotusblog.com/2012/06/court-holds-that-states-have-choice-whether-to-

join-medicaid-expansion/

 
Court holds that states have choice whether to join
medicaid expansion
The Court’s decision on the constitutionality of the Medicaid expansion is divided and
complicated.  The bottom line is that: (1) Congress acted constitutionally in offering states
funds to expand coverage to millions of new individuals; (2) So states can agree to expand
coverage in exchange for those new funds; (3) If the state accepts the expansion funds, it
must obey by the new rules and expand coverage; (4) but a state can refuse to participate in
the expansion without losingall of its Medicaid funds; instead the state will have the option
of continue the its current, unexpanded plan as is.
 
 The votes for this outcome are divided among several opinions.  Three Justices – the Chief,
Justice Kagan, and Justice Breyer – took the position that depriving a state of all of its
Medicaid funding for refusing to agree to the new expansion would exceed Congress’s power
under the Spending Clause.  Although Congress may attach conditions to federal funds, they
concluded, it may not coerce states into accepting those conditions.  And in this case, taking
away all the states’ funds for the entirety of its Medicaid program just because it disagreed
with a piece of the program would be coercive.  But the remedy for that constitutional
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violation is not to declare the expansion unconstitutional – such that even states that want
to participate would not have the option.  Instead, the plurality held that the provision of the
statute that authorized the Government to cut off all funds for non-compliance with the
expansion was unconstitutional.  The result is that states can choose to participate in the
expansion, must comply with the conditions attached to the new expansion funds if they
take that new money, but states can also choose to continue to participate only in the
unexpanded version of the program if they want.
 

Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor would have held the entire expansion program
constitutional, even the provision threatening to cut off all funding unless states agreed to
the expansion.  Their votes created a majority for the proposition that the overall expansion
was constitutional, and that states could choose to participate in the expansion and would
have to comply with the expansion conditions if they did.

 

But there was still no majority about what to do about the states that do not want to
participate in the expansion – the Chief Justice’s 3-Justice plurality voted to strike down the
provision allowing the Government to withhold all funds from states that reject the
expansion; Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor voted to uphold it.

 

The deadlock was broken by the dissenters.  Justice Scalia – writing on behalf of himself, and
Justices Kennedy, Thomas, and Alito – agreed with the Chief’s plurality that the threat to
withhold all funds was unconstitutionally coercive.  But they would have held that the
consequence is that the entire expansion program should be stricken.  The result would have
been that even states that wanted to participate in the program could not.  The plurality’s
approach of simply striking down the provision that allowed withholding all funds if the
state refused the expansion was, in the dissenters’ view, tantamount to rewriting the statute.
 

At this point, that meant that there were 2 votes to uphold the expansion in its entirety, 4
votes to strike the entire expansion down, and 3 votes to strike down only the provision
withholding all funds for non-compliance with the expansion mandate.  So where does that
leave things?

 

Fortunately (for the sake of clarity at least), Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor resolved the
ambiguity by voting with the plurality on the remedy question.  That is, these Justices voted
that if the statute was unconstitutionally coercive, then the remedy would be only to strike
down the all-or-nothing sanction.
 

The consequence was a bottom line of 7 Justices – the Chief, Breyer, Kagan and the four
dissenters – finding the expansion unconstitutional.  But a different majority – the Chief,
Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan – held that the remedy for the violation was to



strike down only the provision allowing the federal government to withhold all Medicaid
funds unless a state agrees to the expansion.
 

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Attn state officials: "Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable"
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 8:43:21 AM

FYI
 
From: Michael Cannon [mailto:  
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 08:31 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Attn state officials: "Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable" 
 
NATIONAL REVIEW ONLINE
 

Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable
 

By Michael F. Cannon
November 9, 2012 4:00 A.M.

 

President Obama has won reelection, and his administration has asked state
officials to decide by Friday, November 16, whether their state will create one
of Obamacare’s health-insurance “exchanges.” States also have to decide
whether to implement the law’s massive expansion of Medicaid. The correct
answer to both questions remains a resounding no.

State-created exchanges mean higher taxes, fewer jobs, and less protection of
religious freedom. States are better off defaulting to a federal exchange. The
Medicaid expansion is likewise too costly and risky a proposition. Republican
Governors Association chairman Bob McDonnell (R.,Va.) agrees, and
has announced that Virginia will implement neither provision.

There are many arguments against creating exchanges. 

First, states are under no obligation to create one.

Second, operating an Obamacare exchange would be illegal in 14 states.
Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri,
Montana, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia have enacted either
statutes or constitutional amendments (or both) forbidding state employees to
participate in an essential exchange function: implementing Obamacare’s
individual and employer mandates. 

Third, each exchange would cost its state an estimated $10 million to $100
million per year, necessitating tax increases. 
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Fourth, the November 16 deadline is no more real than the “deadlines” for
implementing REAL ID, which have been pushed back repeatedly since 2008.

Fifth, states can always create an exchange later if they choose. 

Sixth, a state-created exchange is not a state-controlled exchange. All
exchanges will be controlled by Washington.

Seventh, Congress authorized no funds for federal “fallback” exchanges. So
Washington may not be able to impose Exchanges on states at all.

Eighth, the Obama administration has yet to provide crucial information that
states need before they can make an informed decision.

Ninth, creating an exchange sets state officials up to take the blame when
Obamacare increases insurance premiums and denies care to the sick. State
officials won’t want their names on this disastrous mess.

Tenth, creating an exchange would be assisting in the creation of a “public
option” that would drive domestic health-insurance carriers out of business
through unfair competition.

Eleventh, Obamacare remains unpopular. The latest Kaiser Family
Foundation poll found that only 38 percent of the public supports it.

Twelfth, defaulting to a federal exchange exempts a state’s employers from
the employer mandate — a tax of $2,000 per worker per year (the tax applies
to companies with more than 59 employees, but for such companies that tax
applies after the 30th employee, not the 59th). If all states did so, that would
exempt 18 million Americans from the individual mandate’s tax of $2,085 per
family of four. Avoiding those taxes improves a state’s prospects for job
creation, and protects the conscience rights of employers and individuals
whom the Obama administration is forcing to purchase contraceptives
coverage.

Finally, rejecting an exchange reduces the federal deficit. Obamacare offers its
deficit-financed subsidies to private health insurers only through state-created
exchanges. If all states declined, federal deficits would fall by roughly $700
billion over ten years.

For similar reasons, states should decline to implement Obamacare’s Medicaid
expansion. The Supreme Court gave states that option. All states should
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exercise it. 

Medicaid is rife with waste and fraud. It increases the cost of private health
care and insurance, crowds out private health insurance and long-term-care
insurance, and discourages enrollees from climbing the economic ladder.
There is scant reliable evidence that Medicaid improves health outcomes,
and no evidence that it is a cost-effective way of doing so. 

My colleague Jagadeesh Gokhale estimates that expanding Medicaid will cost
individual states up to $53 billion over the first ten years. That’s before an
emboldened President Obama follows through on his threats to shift more
Medicaid costs to states.

Neither the states nor the federal government have the money to expand
Medicaid. If all states politely decline, federal deficits will shrink by another
$900 billion.

Now is not the time to go wobbly. Obamacare is still harmful and still
unpopular. The presidential election was hardly a referendum, as it pitted the
first person to enact Obamacare against the second person to enact it. Since
the election, many state officials are reaffirming their opposition to both
implementing exchanges and expanding Medicaid.

If enough states do so, Congress will have no choice but to reopen Obamacare.
With a GOP-controlled House, opponents will be in a much stronger position
than they were when this harmful law was enacted.

— Michael F. Cannon is director of health policy studies at the Cato Institute
and co-editor of Replacing ObamaCare (Cato, 2012).
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From: Alex Weintz
To: aweintz
Subject: FW: Attn state officials: "Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable"
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:00:00 AM

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 8:43 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Attn state officials: "Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable"
 
FYI
 
From: Michael Cannon [mailto:  
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 08:31 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Attn state officials: "Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable" 
 
NATIONAL REVIEW ONLINE
 

Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable
 

By Michael F. Cannon
November 9, 2012 4:00 A.M.

 

President Obama has won reelection, and his administration has asked state
officials to decide by Friday, November 16, whether their state will create one
of Obamacare’s health-insurance “exchanges.” States also have to decide
whether to implement the law’s massive expansion of Medicaid. The correct
answer to both questions remains a resounding no.

State-created exchanges mean higher taxes, fewer jobs, and less protection of
religious freedom. States are better off defaulting to a federal exchange. The
Medicaid expansion is likewise too costly and risky a proposition. Republican
Governors Association chairman Bob McDonnell (R.,Va.) agrees, and
has announced that Virginia will implement neither provision.

There are many arguments against creating exchanges. 

First, states are under no obligation to create one.

Second, operating an Obamacare exchange would be illegal in 14 states.
Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri,
Montana, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia have enacted either
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statutes or constitutional amendments (or both) forbidding state employees to
participate in an essential exchange function: implementing Obamacare’s
individual and employer mandates. 

Third, each exchange would cost its state an estimated $10 million to $100
million per year, necessitating tax increases. 

Fourth, the November 16 deadline is no more real than the “deadlines” for
implementing REAL ID, which have been pushed back repeatedly since 2008.

Fifth, states can always create an exchange later if they choose. 

Sixth, a state-created exchange is not a state-controlled exchange. All
exchanges will be controlled by Washington.

Seventh, Congress authorized no funds for federal “fallback” exchanges. So
Washington may not be able to impose Exchanges on states at all.

Eighth, the Obama administration has yet to provide crucial information that
states need before they can make an informed decision.

Ninth, creating an exchange sets state officials up to take the blame when
Obamacare increases insurance premiums and denies care to the sick. State
officials won’t want their names on this disastrous mess.

Tenth, creating an exchange would be assisting in the creation of a “public
option” that would drive domestic health-insurance carriers out of business
through unfair competition.

Eleventh, Obamacare remains unpopular. The latest Kaiser Family
Foundation poll found that only 38 percent of the public supports it.

Twelfth, defaulting to a federal exchange exempts a state’s employers from
the employer mandate — a tax of $2,000 per worker per year (the tax applies
to companies with more than 59 employees, but for such companies that tax
applies after the 30th employee, not the 59th). If all states did so, that would
exempt 18 million Americans from the individual mandate’s tax of $2,085 per
family of four. Avoiding those taxes improves a state’s prospects for job
creation, and protects the conscience rights of employers and individuals
whom the Obama administration is forcing to purchase contraceptives
coverage.

Finally, rejecting an exchange reduces the federal deficit. Obamacare offers its
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deficit-financed subsidies to private health insurers only through state-created
exchanges. If all states declined, federal deficits would fall by roughly $700
billion over ten years.

For similar reasons, states should decline to implement Obamacare’s Medicaid
expansion. The Supreme Court gave states that option. All states should
exercise it. 

Medicaid is rife with waste and fraud. It increases the cost of private health
care and insurance, crowds out private health insurance and long-term-care
insurance, and discourages enrollees from climbing the economic ladder.
There is scant reliable evidence that Medicaid improves health outcomes,
and no evidence that it is a cost-effective way of doing so. 

My colleague Jagadeesh Gokhale estimates that expanding Medicaid will cost
individual states up to $53 billion over the first ten years. That’s before an
emboldened President Obama follows through on his threats to shift more
Medicaid costs to states.

Neither the states nor the federal government have the money to expand
Medicaid. If all states politely decline, federal deficits will shrink by another
$900 billion.

Now is not the time to go wobbly. Obamacare is still harmful and still
unpopular. The presidential election was hardly a referendum, as it pitted the
first person to enact Obamacare against the second person to enact it. Since
the election, many state officials are reaffirming their opposition to both
implementing exchanges and expanding Medicaid.

If enough states do so, Congress will have no choice but to reopen Obamacare.
With a GOP-controlled House, opponents will be in a much stronger position
than they were when this harmful law was enacted.

— Michael F. Cannon is director of health policy studies at the Cato Institute
and co-editor of Replacing ObamaCare (Cato, 2012).
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: BEGINNING 512A: Heartland event speaking about ObamaCare & The Affordable Care Act
Date: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 10:25:00 AM
Attachments: CKHeartlandInvite02252012.doc

You are probably already aware of these, but thought I’d pass the information on to you. Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 9:15 AM
Subject: BEGINNING 512A: Heartland event speaking about ObamaCare & The Affordable Care Act
 
Wednesday, February 8th @ 9:00am in the State Capitol, room 512A
Wednesday, February 8th @ noon @ OCPAC @ Italiano’s, 4801 N. Lincoln Boulevard
 
The general public is invited to any of these events.
 
 

 

 

 
Sharon Brown,
Legislative Assistant for
Representative Charles Key,
District 90
405 557-7354
sharon.brown@okhouse.gov
.

 
 .
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
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January 25, 2012


 Health Exchanges have become a controversial issue as they are mandated by The Affordable Care Act, aka ObamaCare.  Many states have challenged their constitutionality and others have passed laws nullifying implementation of the Affordable Care Act, or parts of it, in their state.

These exchanges are the cornerstone of The Affordable Care Act and without the exchanges ObamaCare cannot be fully implemented.  Understanding our options as a state are very important not only because this law is a major piece of legislation but because it will fundamentally change our way of life.


I have been working with The Heartland Institute on this subject and want to extend an invitation to you to attend one or all of three presentations to learn about Health Care Exchanges, The Affordable Care Act, and what we can do in Oklahoma to protect our citizens.


Benjamin Domenech, managing editor of Health Care News and a research fellow at The Heartland Institute, has agreed to come to the State Capitol and share his expertise on this subject.   Kendal Antekier of the Heartland Institute will also be in attendance.   The Heartland Institute is a 27-year-old national nonprofit research organization dedicated to finding and promoting ideas that empower people. Founded in Chicago in 1984, its mission is to discover, develop, and promote free-market solutions to social and economic problems. The Heartland Institute distributes six monthly public policy newspapers addressing the major domestic public policy issues to every national and state elected official in the U.S. plus 8,400 county and local officials and thousands of civic and business leaders. It also produces books, policy studies, and booklets. Approximately 130 academics and professional economists participate in its peer review process, and more than 200 elected officials currently serve on its Legislative Forum. A telephone survey of randomly selected state and local elected officials conducted in 2011 found 79% of state legislators and 63% of local elected officials read at least one of Heartland’s publications, and 45% of state legislators say a Heartland publication changed their mind or led to a change in public policy. Approximately 1,800 support an annual budget of $6 million. Heartland does not accept government funding. 

Mr. Domenech joined The Heartland Institute in 2009 after several years working and writing on national health care policy, beginning with a political appointment as speechwriter to U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, and continuing as chief speechwriter 
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for U.S. Senator John Cornyn during the Medicare Part D debate on Capitol Hill.  In addition to his work with Heartland, Benjamin is currently editor of The City, an academic journal of faith, politics, and culture, published by Houston Baptist University. He previously worked as a book editor for Eagle Publishing, where he edited multiple New York Times bestsellers in the arenas of politics, history, and sports. He was a founding board member of Redstate, a prominent conservative activist community site, and co-hosts Coffee & Markets, an award-winning daily podcast focused on politics, policy, and the marketplace.  Educated at the College of William & Mary and University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Benjamin regularly writes opinion columns for the Washington Examiner and RealClearWorld, and in 2009 he was chosen as a Journalism Fellow by the Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the Constitution. 

For your convenience and because of demanding schedules, there will be three different events to make it possible for you to attend.  Each presentation will not be the same although each will include discussion of the effect of Health Care Exchanges & Reform information.  The times and locations are:


Tuesday, February 7th @ approximately 9:30am (following session), House Chamber


Wednesday, February 8th @ 9:00am in the State Capitol, room 512A


Wednesday, February 8th @ noon @ OCPAC @ Italiano’s, 4801 N. Lincoln Boulevard


The general public is invited to any of these events.


I hope you will attend.


Sincerely,




Charles Key


CK:sb
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From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 9:15 AM
Subject: BEGINNING 512A: Heartland event speaking about ObamaCare & The Affordable Care Act
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For your convenience and because of demanding schedules, there will be three different events to make it possible for you to attend.  Each presentation will not be the same although each will include discussion of the effect of Health Care Exchanges & Reform information.  The times and locations are:


Tuesday, February 7th @ approximately 9:30am (following session), House Chamber
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "maryfallin "
Subject: Fw: Brown urges Governor to halt implementation of Obamacare
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 9:40:35 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Fyi 
 
From: Matt Glanville [mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 09:35 AM
To: Matt Glanville <glanville@lsb.state.ok.us> 
Subject: Brown urges Governor to halt implementation of Obamacare 
 

Oklahoma State Senate
Senator Bill Brown
Senate District 36

Chair, Retirement and Insurance
 

July 10, 2012
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Senator Bill Brown
State Capitol: (405) 521-5602
Email: brownb@oksenate.gov
  
 

Brown urges Governor to halt implementation of
Obamacare

 
 

            OKLAHOMA CITY- Sen. Bill Brown, Chair of the Senate Committee on Retirement
and Insurance, on Monday called upon Gov. Fallin to stand with other governors who have
announced their refusal to implement the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) following the Supreme Court’s recent ruling. 
            Calling the decision a blow to individual liberty and free markets, Brown said the
state must refuse the expansion of Medicaid and federally-run market exchanges.   Brown
referenced Medicare as an example of the government’s tendency to underestimate the cost
of its far-reaching programs.
            “It is a moral imperative that state leaders do everything in their power to halt the

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231



implementation of a program that strikes at the heart of our founding principles,” said Brown,
R-Broken Arrow.  “Medicare began in 1965 with a cost of $3 billion a year – that doubled
every four years until 1980.  In 2010, its cost was $523 billion, and now the Congressional
Budget Office estimates that by 2020 the cost will be $932 billion.”
            “The government has projected the cost of Obamacare will start at $1 trillion each
year, which is obviously not a realistic assessment, and it will only get more expensive.”
            At its inception, Brown added, the House Ways and Means Committee estimated
Medicare would cost $12 billion yearly by 1990.  Medicare expenditures totaled $107 billion
in 1990.
            Brown noted that prior to the Court’s ruling, the so-called penalty was to be justified
under the Commerce Clause.  Sixty votes would have been needed to repeal the law in the
U.S. Senate, a virtual impossibility.  Now that the Court has ruled the penalty a tax, Brown
added, the law could be overturned with just 51 votes.
            “Repeal of this law is a real possibility, and it needs to be the rallying cry for those
who value our constitutional freedoms,” Brown said.  “Oklahoma must join those states
which have refused to implement any part of the Act, including Medicaid provisions and the
Exchange program while repeal efforts are alive.  I call on Gov. Fallin to stand with
governors in other states and join the vital effort to resist and repeal this extraordinary federal
power grab.”

-30-
 
 
 



From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Budget cuts/Health exchange money
Date: Thursday, March 31, 2011 12:33:14 PM

Looks like he said we shouldn't take the money either 
 
From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 12:29 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Budget cuts/Health exchange money 
 
Alex:
Sen. Bingman made mention of two things that I think it’s important to seek a comment
from the governor on:

1.       He indicated the Senate will not hear HB 2130 which sets up the health insurance
exchanges because he’s concerned about the state “falling into a trap of adopting
Obamacare.” He also indicated he thinks the state should not accept any more of the
$54 million offered by the feds to help set up the exchange.

2.       Bingman also indicated that he expects cuts to public education will be deeper than
the 3 percent Fallin proposed in her executive budget. He said today he anticipates
those cuts will be deeper, reaching as high as 5 to 7 percent.

 
Also, the Senate today approved bills to eliminate trial de novo and to expand the power of
the state superintendent, both of which are headed to the governor’s desk, as I understand
it.
 
I am interested in Fallin’s response to these developments, as well as any statement she
may have with regard to former Senate President Pro Tem Mike Morgan being indicted in
federal court.
Thanks,
SM
 
Sean Murphy, Capitol Correspondent
The Associated Press
525 Central Park Dr., Suite 202
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
smurphy@ap.org
(405) 525-2121 (Bureau)
(405) 525-8195 (Capitol)
(405) 550-4541 (Cell)
(405) 524-7465 (Fax)
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The information contained in this communication is intended for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1898 
and delete this e-mail. Thank you.
[IP_US_DISC]msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938



OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Hiner, Janice D.
Subject: FW: call tomorrow?
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2011 2:58:12 PM

Katie, how about tomorrow (see email below)?  Any flexibility for a meeting?  TC
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 4:46 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'
Subject: call tomorrow?
 
Thanks Katie.  If you have any flexibility in your schedule tomorrow, it would be helpful to have a brief
conversation about the Health Insurance Exchange (given the article in the paper over the weekend
about the Exchange and the Insurance Dept.) and the 92’s to Sec. Coffee’s office for the interim.  Is
there any specific time tomorrow that would work for you (I have a cancelled board meeting and
therefore a lot of flexibility)?  If not, we can go for later in the week.  Thanks, TC
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 4:32 PM
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Governor Fallin's State of the State Address and Budget Materials
Importance: High
 
Dear Workling Group Members,
 
Please find the Governor’s State of the State Address and Executive Budget in text below and
attached for your information.  For future reference you may also find the Executive Budget
posted on the Office of State Finance website at the following address:
http://www.ok.gov/OSF/  under “Budget.”  
 
We will be in touch with you in the coming days to schedule follow up working group meetings.
Thank you, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of the Governor
405-522-8880
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov
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(405) 522-8819
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 7, 2011
 
The following email contains:

the full text of Governor Mary Fallin’s State of the State address
a copy of the executive budget
a PDF document summarizing the contents of the speech and the governor’s legislative
agenda
a spreadsheet with information regarding appropriation levels for each agency
a pie chart demonstrating what percentage of total spending each agency represents
a pie chart demonstrating how the governor’s budget closes the $600 million budget
shortfall

 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
State of the State Address

(as prepared)

 
February 7, 2011

 
Lieutenant Governor Lamb, statewide elected officials, Speaker Steele, President Pro Tem
Bingman, members of the court, Honorable Senators and Representatives, cabinet members,
distinguished guests, and citizens of Oklahoma:
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to stand here today as your governor.
 
I’m joined today by my family, my husband Wade and our wonderful children. Thank you for
your love and support.
 
We are gathered here to discuss the state of the state. I am proud to say, it is strong.
                                                                                                                                               
Oklahoma continues to be proud and beautiful … a wonderful place to live and raise a family,
and the only state I would ever choose to call home.   
 
We have one of the lowest unemployment rates in the nation, at 6.9%.
 
Our economy is propelled by thousands of successful small businesses, our energy and

mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov


agricultural sectors and a strong aerospace industry.
 
Oklahomans are helping to feed our nation by raising crops and livestock and helping to power
our nation with the extraction of oil and gas and by harnessing the wind.
 
Oklahoma is the home to the largest aerospace maintenance and repair facilities in the nation,
and our aerospace technicians are keeping military and commercial aircraft flying safely
throughout the world.
 
Here in Oklahoma City, we see a new floor added every few days to the Devon Tower, one of
the tallest buildings west of the Mississippi river. And we are blessed with a low cost of living,
abundant natural resources, ease of travel, great family values and an incredible people who
form an unbreakable community.
 
It hasn’t always been easy for Oklahoma. We have felt the affects of the national recession, and
it has been hard.  However, we have worked through it, and we will come out stronger. As
Oklahomans have done for years, we will continue to manufacture goods and build skyscrapers
on the land that was once known as the Dust Bowl. 
 
That is the unshakeable spirit of the people of Oklahoma. We are a state that has survived the
injustices of the Trail of Tears and the Tulsa Race Riots, the great depression, oil booms and
busts and the horrors of the Murrah bombing, only to emerge as a stronger community and a
prouder people.
 
That’s the Oklahoma Spirit. It’s a pioneer spirit, a spirit of resilience and a love for one’s
neighbors.
 
And it is because of the love, appreciation and respect I have for my fellow Oklahomans that it
pains me, as I know it pains you, when we fall short in some areas.
 
It is unacceptable and unimaginable that a people who perfected amazing technical feats in areas
like horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing cannot successfully address preventable illnesses
like diabetes and heart disease that cost our state thousands of lives and hundreds of millions of
dollars in medical bills each year.
 
We don’t tolerate mediocrity in our football teams, and yet our student performance continues to
lag behind.
 
We allow overregulation and costly workers compensation and legal systems to slow our
recovery and drive jobs out of the state.
 
And we have allowed our government institutions, in many instances, to become outdated 8-
track bureaucracies in an I-pod world, rather than moving forward to adopt more efficient and
effective practices, as we must.
 
None of these problems are insurmountable. But they require action. And for too long, we’ve
kicked the can down the road. And it’s our citizens and our state that have paid the price.
 
Now, going into the next legislative session, we have two distinct sets of challenges.
 
The first is to deal with an immediate revenue shortfall that has left our state budget with a 600
million dollar gap between revenues and last year’s expenditures.



 
The second challenge is how, even in the midst of that revenue crisis, we can push forward to
pursue the reforms that will make Oklahoma more prosperous for years and generations to
come. 
 
Voters understand these challenges. And in the last election, the people of Oklahoma had the
opportunity to speak, and they sent us a message.
 
They told us that it’s time to get serious about controlling spending, and that the growth of
government shouldn’t outpace growth in the private sector.
 
They asked us to eliminate government bureaucracy that holds back private sector growth. 
 
They reminded our government officials that when hard times hit, the public expects a leaner,
more efficient government, not one that raises taxes to avoid making tough decisions and
sacrifices.
 
That is the philosophy I’ve embraced as I’ve worked with my administration and legislative
leaders to put together the governor’s budget and our leadership agenda.
 
The agenda I am presenting today represents a forward thinking plan of action that lays the
groundwork for generations of prosperity. It will create jobs and grow the economy. It will
reform our government to make it more efficient and effective. It will work towards a healthier,
better-educated Oklahoma. Ultimately, it will help to build a state whose future is secure in a
competitive global economy.
 

…
 
Our first priority will be to balance our state budget without raising taxes, which we can do by
carefully prioritizing our spending and enacting government reform.
 
I have proposed a series of cost-saving measures that will make government more efficient and
effective while focusing on eliminating wasteful spending.
 
Those cost-saving measures are essential, because the bottom line is we can’t spend what we
don’t have. 
 
Some of the cuts and the reforms I am proposing will be painful. But I am not asking our state
agencies to do the impossible. I don’t believe there is anyone, either in government or the
private sector, who does not believe that our state agencies can’t find more ways to save money.
 
And the fact of the matter is, if we grow the government faster than the economy, then our state
will sink under the weight of government spending. To prevent that, every agency will have to
tighten its belt, just like families and businesses across the country have done.
 
We can do that even as we keep our commitments to important public priorities, like keeping
our citizens safe, building our transportation infrastructure, educating our children, and caring
for the less fortunate, the sick and the elderly. To reflect these priorities in my budget, agencies
that deal with those issues will receive lesser cuts than the rest of our state government.
 
But the reality remains: all of us will have to do more with less. And I am asking our agency
heads: resist the urge to tell the people of Oklahoma what you can’t do. Instead, tell us what you



can do. Find ways to innovate and succeed. And just as countless Oklahomans have found ways
to push through this recession, to put food on the table even when times are hard, find a way
forward. 
 
All of us in government can find ways to provide our services to our customers – the taxpayers –
in a more efficient, cost-effective manner.
 
That’s why I’m asking our legislative leaders to send me a series of reforms that will create a
smaller, smarter state government, a better business climate for job growth and job creation,
improved access to health care and higher academic achievement for our children.
 
This is Oklahoma’s roadmap to prosperity.

 
…
 

That roadmap begins with one goal: to create the very best business climate to retain and expand
jobs and investments in Oklahoma. Our actions must send a signal to the rest of the nation: that
Oklahoma is ready and open for business.
 
I recently attended the National Governor’s Association conference and I ran across one of our
neighbors, Governor Rick Perry. Governor Perry told me he’s been using some scare tactics in
Texas. He’s been telling legislators they had better get busy and pass his pro-business reforms
because Oklahoma and Mary Fallin are nipping at his heels.
 
And I told him then: you’re darn right. And you had better watch out because Oklahoma is on
the move, and we are dead serious about building a state that’s pro-business, pro-growth and
committed to creating more and better jobs for our citizens.
 
We can start by reforming our workers compensation system into one that takes care of our
injured workers in a more timely fashion, reduces fraud and waste, and puts the brakes on
runaway costs that have spiraled upwards each year.

 
Our system is one of the most expensive and inefficient workers compensation systems in the
country. In some cases, when our workers get hurt, we pay them to stay at home. We need to
start focusing on what workers can do, not what they can’t. If at all possible, let’s get them
healthy, retrained and back into suitable jobs.

 
So to the legislators here today – I’m challenging you to send me a reform bill that will reduce
legal and medical costs, get our workers healthy and back to work, and allow claims to be
processed quickly and efficiently without unnecessary expenses to businesses.

 
I’m also asking our legislators to work with me to get a lawsuit reform package signed into law,
one that includes a hard cap of $250,000 for non-economic damages. We believe in justice for
every Oklahoman. But we don’t believe in jackpot justice. And excessive awards for non-
economic damages hurt businesses, destroy jobs and give a bad name to a legal system whose
professionals are, for the most part, dedicated to ensuring fair outcomes for all parties.

 
Moving forward, we should also carefully scrutinize new rules and regulations so that we can
study how they might affect our economy and whether they achieve their intended goals or
simply throw up more bureaucratic hurdles to growth.
 
As another tool for economic development, I’m asking the legislature to work with me to create



a Governor’s closing fund … so that when a business is deciding between, say, Texas and
Oklahoma, we can reel that business in and get those jobs for our citizens and that revenue for
our state.
 
That’s why I’ll continue to support the implementation of the income tax cut trigger, which
lowers taxes for Oklahoma families and businesses and continues to make our state more
competitive.

 
And on the subject of tax credits, I know a lot has been said. Representative Dank and Senator
Mazzei are conducting a study to investigate which credits are effective and create jobs, and
which do not. I’m looking forward to the results of that study, and our course of action will be
simple: only tax credits that create jobs will stay. For instance, my budget begins the process of
restoring the Aerospace Engineer Tax Credit, which brings good, high tech jobs to Oklahoma.
But those tax credits that do not create jobs must be eliminated. 
           
If we can do these things – reduce the costs of doing business here in Oklahoma, get government
and legal hurdles out of the way of private sector growth, and retain jobs and businesses here
while attracting new ones – we can do more and think longer-term than just ending the
recession. We can make this state more competitive, more prosperous and more successful for
many years to come. I’m asking you today to join me in pursuing that goal.    
 

…
 

I’m also asking you to join me in pursuing another goal: the goal of creating a modern, efficient
and effective state government.
           
For the past several months, I’ve worked with some of the most innovative minds in the private
and public sector to target waste and inefficiency in government.
 
Today we are proposing the first round in a series of reforms that streamline and modernize our
state agencies.
 
For starters, we’re going to require our state government to finally move from paper to
electronic billing and payment services. Currently, the state of Oklahoma pays $13.50 for every
check it writes. That’s inefficient. Moving to paperless billing and payment will be faster, more
efficient and save the state around 3.5 million dollars a year.
 
We’ll create a user-friendly one-stop shop for business licensing, so entrepreneurs looking to
start companies can go to one location rather than several to do their paperwork, because it
shouldn’t be any easier to open a business in Texas than in Oklahoma.
 
I’m also going to ask our colleges and universities to move off of their individual purchasing
card systems and onto the state system, a move that will save $1.6 million annually and bring
more accountability and transparency to the process. Oklahoma State University recently made
this change, and I’d like to thank the university and President Hargis for their leadership on this
issue.
 
In the next year, I’m also proposing a consolidation of IT services and personnel across state
agencies. And while we’re at it, I’m going to call on our agencies to use a uniform system for
financial and administrative services. The state of Oklahoma doesn’t need 76 different programs
for financial bookkeeping. It needs one. And by moving towards that one system and
consolidating services, we’ll save a whopping $146 million each year. I already have



commitments from our Secretary of State and the departments of health, agriculture and
commerce to move to such a system, and I thank those agencies for their dedication to making
government more efficient.
 
These are the kind of simple, common sense solutions we can pursue to save taxpayer dollars. 
 
I’m challenging our citizens and our government employees: help me find more places to save
money and cut waste. Tell us how we can make our state serve our customers – the people of
Oklahoma – more efficiently.
 
If you have an idea, share it with my administration by going to the website www.ideas.ok.gov
and tell us where we need to look to find waste or abuse.
 
Besides finding ways to make government operate more efficiently, we’ll also need to work this
legislative session to address one of the most serious long term budget problems facing the state:
our underfunded and unsustainable pension systems. Currently, Oklahoma has an unfunded
liability of $16 billion dollars.
 
Without taking action, our pension systems will run out of money. The consequences for the
state, its employees and our economy will be severe.
           
I know that our public employees and legislators do not want Oklahoma to go down the same
path as states like California, states which refused to fix their pension problems. So I am looking
forward to working with both the House and the Senate to passing reforms that protect the
solvency of our pension systems. These reforms are necessary if the state of Oklahoma is going
to keep its commitments to our current public employees without jeopardizing our future and the
health of our economy and our state.

 
…

 
We’ve talked now about the health of our economy; it is important that we also turn our
attention to the health and welfare of our citizens. 
 
Studies now rank Oklahoma 46th in the nation for the health of our citizens. That ranking is
unacceptable, and comes hand in hand with lost workforce productivity, hundreds of millions of
dollars in medical bills, and thousands of preventable deaths.
 
For Oklahoma to move forward it must get healthier.  We can do that by increasing access to
affordable health care through free market initiatives, but also by encouraging personal
responsibility. These changes can and should come from the people of our state, not
Washington.

 
Last November, Oklahomans sent a message when they voted to pass a ballot initiative stating
that the federal government cannot force our citizens to purchase private health insurance. Many
Oklahomans, including myself, feel that the federal mandate is unconstitutional and wrong.
That’s why Attorney General Scott Pruitt and I have acted to add Oklahoma to the list of states
that are now challenging the president’s health care law in court. 
 
And while we pursue that challenge, the state of Oklahoma must continue to work on local
solutions to help our citizens gain access to affordable health insurance. We can do that by
supporting innovative, state-based programs like Insure Oklahoma, a public-private partnership
that helps small businesses provide affordable health insurance options to their employees. 

http://www.ideas.ok.gov/


 
Likewise, Speaker Steele has also introduced the foundation for another Oklahoma-based reform
effort with potential to help health insurance consumers.

 
Two years ago Speaker Steele passed legislation authorizing the creation of a website where
every health insurance plan in the state could be compared side by side. In the coming years,
we’ll take that idea and build on it, allowing Oklahoma consumers to actually purchase health
insurance through an Oklahoma exchange, knowing that the plan they’ve chosen has the right
benefits at the right price.
 
Ultimately, the choice to live healthier and be healthier is just that: a choice. But I’m happy to
say that the Department of Health has introduced innovative public-private initiatives like the
Certified Healthy Businesses program to encourage healthy living and eating. 

 
Currently, over 900 private businesses have become “certified.” And I’m excited to see our
healthy living initiatives grow to include the Certified Healthy Schools and Certified Healthy
Communities programs.

 
By asking our citizens to take responsibility for their own health, we’re building a healthier,
more prosperous state, business by business, school by school and block by block.

 
We’re also asking our citizens to take responsibility for their lifestyles and their wellbeing. It’s
no secret that many Oklahomans struggle with addiction issues that can lead to incarceration. As
a result, Oklahoma is one of the highest rated states in the nation for female incarceration.

 
As we know, the costs to our state and our communities don’t end with the original offender.
Children with a parent in prison are five times more likely to end up in the correctional system.

 
As Oklahomans, we must always place a priority on protecting our citizens and keeping our
streets safe. But we can be tough on crime and smart on crime.

 
That’s why I’m continuing to offer my full support to programs like “Women in Recovery” and
other initiatives that address substance abuse, prevent incarceration, and allow more families to
stay together. By fighting the hold that substance abuse has on our communities, we can make
Oklahoma healthier and safer while working towards reducing our incarceration rates.  

 
…
 

Lastly, there is nothing more important to our future and our long-term prosperity than
education. It is the cornerstone of a prosperous society.
           
We have pockets of excellence in education throughout the state. Many of our teachers – like

my sisters in law Rameen and Jane—along with many such as my sisters in law and
administrators can be counted as some of the best in the country.
 
But the unfortunate truth is that Oklahoma too often comes up short when it comes to quality
education.
 
We can do better. And we must do better in a challenging environment, in the midst of a serious
and prolonged budget shortfall.
 



It is critically important that we restructure our spending and our educational programs in order
to get more money into the classroom, where it can do the most good. That will require cutting
down on overhead and educational bureaucracy by sharing administrative resources.
 
And like in any industry, we also need to find ways to encourage innovation and good results.
That’s why I’m working with Superintendent Barresi to find available funds for a new public-
private partnership where private money matches state dollars to fund innovative learning
programs that are shown to increase student performance and close the achievement gap.
 
And to address the limited circumstances where teachers are underperforming, I’m asking the
legislature to send me a bill eliminating a practice known as “trial de novo;” a system that
makes it nearly impossible to dismiss even the most underperforming teacher. By implementing
these reforms, we’ll make the system more accountable and better able to reward good results.
 
We have a lot more work to do.
 
It has been shown that from the first through third grade a child “learns to read,” but from the
fourth grade on a child “reads to learn.” Our children must be able to read at grade appropriate
levels to be successful, and so I will work with our superintendent and my secretary of
education to take steps towards the elimination of social promotion.

 
We also need to make some common sense changes that save money, like moving towards
electronic textbooks where appropriate. And we must reduce remediation rates and develop
better and more accurate systems to track student progress, so we know what’s working and
what isn’t.
 
In the next few years, I am confidant Oklahoma will be the beneficiary of true education reform
that delivers on many of these fronts.
 
Superintendent Janet Barresi and Secretary of Education Phyllis Hudecki are two of the
strongest, most dedicated and most qualified women ever to spearhead education reform efforts
in Oklahoma.
 
I know the legislature is committed to improving our schools as well.
           
And it must be. Because nothing – and I mean nothing – is as important to the success of this
state than raising the bar in education.
 
With the right tools, our children will be the business leaders, the entrepreneurs, the social
workers, and the teachers of the future. They will be our innovators and our civic leaders.
 
But to get there tomorrow, they need us to make the right choices today … to budget
responsibly, to ensure that our government operates efficiently and effectively and to reform
those agencies that don’t, to pursue an agenda that is pro-jobs and pro-business, to empower our
citizens, to improve our health and to recommit ourselves to providing quality education and
quality schools.
 
It won’t happen overnight. But it starts now.
           

…
 
One hundred and twenty-two years ago, many thousands of pioneers came in covered wagons to



the unsettled lands of Oklahoma. They built tent cities in the unsettled wilderness.
 
In 2011, we’re done with tent cities and covered wagons. Now we build skyscrapers and jet
engines, develop new crops and find new cures for disease. And our future is every bit as
exciting today as it was then.
 
We have the tools we need to move Oklahoma forward, to forge a prosperous future and to
ensure that the next century of history in this state is as impressive as the last.
 
Let’s work together to build that future, for ourselves, our children and our children’s children. 
In closing, let’s share this simple goal: every year, when we return to these chambers, the state
of our state will be stronger, healthier, better educated and more prosperous than it was the year
before.
 
Thank you. God bless you and God bless Oklahoma.
 



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Cancelation of 4/29 OHX Stakeholder Meeting
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 11:29:43 AM
Importance: High

 
From: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange [mailto:InsuranceExchange@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 11:14 AM
Subject: Cancelation of 4/29 OHX Stakeholder Meeting 
 
CANCELLED -  OHX STAKEHOLDER MEETING:  Friday, April, 29, 2011 – 10:30 a.m. – 12:30
p.m.
 
Stakeholders & Interested Parties:
 
Regretfully, we must advise you of the cancelation of the April 29th Stakeholder and Governance
work group meetings in Tulsa as several key stakeholders had scheduling conflicts that can not be
resolved.  Please be advised, however, that our regularly scheduled workgroup meetings and
planning efforts continue.
 
We appreciate the time and energy you are devoting to this worthwhile effort.  Your participation
is vital to the process of creating greater access to health insurance for more Oklahomans.
 
You will receive additional communications regarding the scheduling of our next Stakeholder
meeting.  We look forward to our continued discussions and to discovering local solutions to reduce
the number of uninsured persons in Oklahoma by increasing the availability of affordable, quality
health insurance. 
 
Respectfully,
Exchange Project Managers,
Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Cancelation of 4/29 OHX Stakeholder Meeting
Date: Monday, May 02, 2011 10:24:00 AM
Importance: High

FYI
 

From: Rushing, Crystal [mailto:CrystalS@health.ok.gov] On Behalf Of Oklahoma Health Insurance
Exchange
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 11:15 AM
Subject: Cancelation of 4/29 OHX Stakeholder Meeting
Importance: High
 
CANCELLED -  OHX STAKEHOLDER MEETING:  Friday, April, 29, 2011 – 10:30 a.m. – 12:30
p.m.
 
Stakeholders & Interested Parties:
 
Regretfully, we must advise you of the cancelation of the April 29th Stakeholder and Governance
work group meetings in Tulsa as several key stakeholders had scheduling conflicts that can not be
resolved.  Please be advised, however, that our regularly scheduled workgroup meetings and
planning efforts continue.
 
We appreciate the time and energy you are devoting to this worthwhile effort.  Your participation
is vital to the process of creating greater access to health insurance for more Oklahomans.
 
You will receive additional communications regarding the scheduling of our next Stakeholder
meeting.  We look forward to our continued discussions and to discovering local solutions to reduce
the number of uninsured persons in Oklahoma by increasing the availability of affordable, quality
health insurance. 
 
Respectfully,
Exchange Project Managers,
Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
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From: John Calabro
To: John Calabro
Subject: FW: Cancelation of 4/29 OHX Stakeholder Meeting
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 12:38:29 PM
Importance: High

I just received notice that the large stakeholder meeting for the Health Insurance Exchange is now

postponed. The Health Information Exchange meeting conducted by the Oklahoma Health Information

Exchange Trust scheduled for May 5 will go on as planned. This is clarifying the two projects as

distinct and separate although with quite similar names. Please feel to let me know if I can help with

any confusion.

 

txs

 

From: Rushing, Crystal [mailto:CrystalS@health.ok.gov] On Behalf Of Oklahoma Health Insurance
Exchange
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 11:15 AM
Subject: Cancelation of 4/29 OHX Stakeholder Meeting
Importance: High
 
CANCELLED -  OHX STAKEHOLDER MEETING:  Friday, April, 29, 2011 – 10:30 a.m. – 12:30
p.m.
 
Stakeholders & Interested Parties:
 
Regretfully, we must advise you of the cancelation of the April 29th Stakeholder and Governance
work group meetings in Tulsa as several key stakeholders had scheduling conflicts that can not be
resolved.  Please be advised, however, that our regularly scheduled workgroup meetings and
planning efforts continue.
 
We appreciate the time and energy you are devoting to this worthwhile effort.  Your participation
is vital to the process of creating greater access to health insurance for more Oklahomans.
 
You will receive additional communications regarding the scheduling of our next Stakeholder
meeting.  We look forward to our continued discussions and to discovering local solutions to reduce
the number of uninsured persons in Oklahoma by increasing the availability of affordable, quality
health insurance. 
 
Respectfully,
Exchange Project Managers,
Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser
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distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Wendy Gregory
To: tulsawendy
Subject: FW: CapitolBeatOK News Update
Date: Wednesday, August 10, 2011 3:56:00 PM

 

From: Patrick B. McGuigan [mailto:patrick@capitolbeatok.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2011 2:34 PM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: CapitolBeatOK News Update
 
 

Kansas joins Oklahoma to opt out of “innovator” federal exchange grant

Patrick B. McGuigan
 
The state of Kansas on Tuesday (August 9) decided to return to the U.S. government the “early
innovator” grant awarded last year.

A new world? No, says Union lobby chief who lists conservative interests on his Facebook page
 
Stacy Martin 
 
The head lobbyist executive for Oklahoma’s largest teacher’s union has listed numerous
conservatives and conservative groups as “activities and interests” on his personal Facebook
page, a recent check showed.
 
Governor Fallin Announces Thunderbird Chapel Project
 

Governor Mary Fallin announced a project today (Tuesday, August 9) to construct a chapel at
Camp Gruber, with the groundbreaking taking place next month. The project, which has received
strong support from Oklahoma citizens, businesses and state leaders, will establish a chapel for
the camp, which currently does not have a spiritual center.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Cato@Liberty: If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, "The Whole Structure" of ObamaCare "Starts to Fall  Apart"
Date: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 9:03:00 AM

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, November 05, 2012 3:08 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Cc: debbie ; Dustin Huffman
Subject: FW: Cato@Liberty: If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, 'The Whole Structure' of ObamaCare 'Starts to
Fall Apart'
 
Making sure you guys saw Cato’s post today re OK
If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, ‘The Whole Structure’ of
ObamaCare ‘Starts to Fall Apart’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the Internal Revenue

Service’s unlawful attempt to impose ObamaCare’s taxes on exempt employers and individuals.

(Jonathan Adler and I plumb this issue in our forthcoming Health Matrix article, “Taxation Without

Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits Under the PPACA.”)

An article in the current issue of Business Insurance cites a couple of experts on the potential

impact of the lawsuit:

While the ramifications of the suit pending in the U.S. District Court in Muskogee, Okla., are

huge, the challenge brought last month has gotten little attention…

What is clear is that the outcome of the lawsuit could be crucial for the future of the health care

reform law, observers said.

If premium subsidies are not available in federally established exchanges, “No one would go to

those exchanges. The whole structure created by the health care reform law starts to fall

apart,” said Gretchen Young, senior vice president-health policy at the ERISA Industry

Committee in Washington.

“The health care reform law would become a meaningless law,” added Chantel Sheaks, a

principal with Buck Consultants L.L.C. in Washington.

For more, read here, here, here, here, here, here, here, and here.

Michael F. Cannon • November 5, 2012 @ 12:43 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/if-oklahoma-wins-lawsuit-the-whole-structure-of-obamacare-
starts-to-fall-apart/
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Steve Mullins; Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Cato@Liberty: The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange ‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:26:52 PM

FYI
 
From: Michael Cannon [mailto:  
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Cato@Liberty: The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange ‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’ 
 
The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange

‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Obama administration had set a deadline of November 16 for states to signal whether they
would create their own health insurance “exchanges,” or let the federal government do it.

But the federal government is so desperate to have states do the heavy lifting, and so few states
are interested, that for some time (most recently in a National Review Online column that posted
yesterday) I have been predicting the Obama administration would push back that deadline. It
seems I was right. Well, today’s CQ Healthbeat reports:

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide
whether they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state
officials. … Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to
operate the marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for
states that are interested in a partnership.

What is the difference between a “rolling deadline” and no deadline?

It’s “the REAL ID rebellion“ all over again.

Michael F. Cannon • November 9, 2012 @ 1:19 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/the-obamacare-rebellion-turns-exchange-deadline-into-a-
rolling-deadline/
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Steve Mullins; Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Cato@Liberty: The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange ‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:26:52 PM

FYI
 
From: Michael Cannon [mailto:  
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Cato@Liberty: The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange ‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’ 
 
The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange

‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Obama administration had set a deadline of November 16 for states to signal whether they
would create their own health insurance “exchanges,” or let the federal government do it.

But the federal government is so desperate to have states do the heavy lifting, and so few states
are interested, that for some time (most recently in a National Review Online column that posted
yesterday) I have been predicting the Obama administration would push back that deadline. It
seems I was right. Well, today’s CQ Healthbeat reports:

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide
whether they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state
officials. … Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to
operate the marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for
states that are interested in a partnership.

What is the difference between a “rolling deadline” and no deadline?

It’s “the REAL ID rebellion“ all over again.

Michael F. Cannon • November 9, 2012 @ 1:19 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/the-obamacare-rebellion-turns-exchange-deadline-into-a-
rolling-deadline/
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Murphy, Sean
Subject: FW: Cato@Liberty: The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange ‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:35:00 PM

 
The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange

‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Obama administration had set a deadline of November 16 for states to signal whether they
would create their own health insurance “exchanges,” or let the federal government do it.

But the federal government is so desperate to have states do the heavy lifting, and so few states
are interested, that for some time (most recently in a National Review Online column that posted
yesterday) I have been predicting the Obama administration would push back that deadline. It
seems I was right. Well, today’s CQ Healthbeat reports:

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide
whether they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state
officials. … Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to
operate the marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for
states that are interested in a partnership.

What is the difference between a “rolling deadline” and no deadline?

It’s “the REAL ID rebellion“ all over again.

Michael F. Cannon • November 9, 2012 @ 1:19 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/the-obamacare-rebellion-turns-exchange-deadline-into-a-
rolling-deadline/
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From: Mark McCullough
To: Glen Mulready; Katie Altshuler; Jonathan Buxton
Subject: FW: CBO Says Repeal of Exchange Grants Would Cut Deficit
Date: Friday, April 29, 2011 1:37:47 PM

I just got this from a friend at Leavitt Partners (Health Care Consultants).  She also says OK was all the
buzz at a conf she just attended in D.C. I know we made a splash the NCSL Health Reform Task Force I
was at last week in D.C. You know - and this is coming from a guy who defended the decision - not
taking that money looks smarter and smarter all the time....

From: Cheryl Smith 
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 12:03 PM
To: Mark McCullough
Subject: CBO Says Repeal of Exchange Grants Would Cut Deficit

Interesting on so many levels.  Enjoy!
 
Cheryl
 
CQ HEALTHBEAT NEWS
April 28, 2011 – 2:39 p.m.
CBO Says Repeal of Exchange Grants Would Cut Deficit
By Jane Norman, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor
A bill that would repeal mandatory federal funding for states to set up health insurance
exchanges is headed to the House floor next week, and the Congressional Budget Office
reports that it would reduce deficits by nearly $13 billion from 2012 through 2016.
A section of the health care overhaul law (PL 111-148, PL 111-152) authorizes grants to
states for $1.9 billion between 2012 and 2015 for planning the exchanges that will serve as
insurance marketplaces. If the government repeals that provision, the funding would be
eliminated.
In addition, passage of the exchanges funding repeal measure (HR 1213) would likely lead to
a delay in the establishment of exchanges. So fewer people would have health insurance
and federal spending for subsidies would be reduced, CBO said.
The exchanges would become operational more slowly and would enroll fewer people in
their first years without federal funds, CBO also said.
The CBO report assumed that states would still move forward to create exchanges but that
the federal government would be required to take responsibility for setting them up in more
states than if the health care law remained intact.
Under the health care overhaul, the federal government sets up exchanges if states decide
not to do so. The secretary of Health and Human Services must approve each state’s
exchange plan by January 2014. If a state isn’t ready to operate its own exchange, the
federal government takes over. The exchanges are expected to ramp up enrollment over
time and not reach full participation until 2016.
If the repeal bill is approved, there might be some efficiencies in having the federal
government operate the exchanges in more states, CBO said. But the process might be
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slowed because of the need to coordinate with states’ Medicaid agencies to establish
enrollment rules. Communication and coordination with local health insurers would also
have to be set up and would take time, the report said.
States that set up their own exchanges, without federal grants, would be so slowed in
becoming fully operational that they might not have the capacity to process enrollment
requests, CBO said. Ultimately, that would result in 5 percent to 10 percent lower
enrollment than what’s expected in current law between 2014 and 2016. CBO estimated
that by 2015 there would be almost 2 million fewer people enrolled in exchanges than had
been expected.
Energy and Commerce Chairman Fred Upton, R-Mich., the sponsor of the exchange repeal
bill, called the grants a “slush fund” designed to push states into doing what the federal
government wants. The repeal would help curb the deficit, he said.
“The secretary of Health and Human Services has been given an unlimited tap on the
federal treasury to push for the establishment of state-based exchanges,” said Upton.
“While a number of states are opting against operating their own exchanges, some
administration officials have actually pointed to this unlimited spending power as a way to
help alleviate other budget challenges our states are facing.”
The House Rules Committee will meet at 5 p.m. Monday to consider the legislation that
would repeal funding for exchange grants as well as a separate bill that would repeal the
funding in the law for school-based health center construction (HR 1214) and one that
would permanently ban taxpayer funding for abortion (HR 3), except in cases of rape, incest
or danger to a woman’s life.
 
 
 
 
Cheryl S. Smith | Director | Leavitt Partners, LLC | (801) 961-1583 Work | (  Mobile|
leavittpartners.com
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Conference call on state exchanges

When: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 11:00 AM-12:00 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where: Call-in line:  - Participant code: 

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2011 3:43 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Conference call on state exchanges
When: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 11:00 AM-12:00 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where: Call-in line: 1-800-977-8002 - Participant code: 947786#

Call-in line: 
Participant code: 

Please join us for a conference call for state leaders
about issues, options, and protections against ObamaCare exchanges
Tomorrow, November 22, Noon EST
Please join us for a conference call at noon tomorrow, November 22, to discuss the highly controversial issue of state exchanges. Our
guest speakers will be leading state officials from Wisconsin, Utah, Louisiana, and Florida.
States are highly focused on the controversial issue of exchanges as they try to decide what to do to protect themselves from the
expensive and coercive mandates in the Affordable Care Act. There has been very little leadership coming from Washington on this
issue, leaving states perplexed about what they should be doing.
To help us understand some of the issues and options, we will be joined by Dennis Smith, secretary of  HYPERLINK
"http://galen.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=c80eb2149ef4fa70ce2c72ef1&id=cdacb0b521&e=fb87d92031" Wisconsin’s
Department of Health Services, and Robert Spendlove, director of policy for  HYPERLINK "http://galen.us1.list-
manage1.com/track/click?u=c80eb2149ef4fa70ce2c72ef1&id=b0981ef8e4&e=fb87d92031" Utah Governor Gary Herbert and the
governor’s liaison to organizations such as the National Governors Association.

In addition, we will hear remarks from Bruce Greenstein, secretary of the  HYPERLINK "http://galen.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?
u=c80eb2149ef4fa70ce2c72ef1&id=fe43b7aaec&e=fb87d92031" Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, and Jenn Ungru,
deputy chief of staff for  HYPERLINK "http://galen.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=c80eb2149ef4fa70ce2c72ef1&id=e065b5e2eb&e=fb87d92031" Florida Gov. Rick Scott. We will then open the lines up for questions
from the participants.

As background for the call, here's an example of one state wrestling with the idea of developing its own exchange:
 HYPERLINK "http://galen.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=c80eb2149ef4fa70ce2c72ef1&id=f6ccb2e302&e=fb87d92031" South
Carolina's Waiting Game On Health Insurance Exchange (Kaiser Health News)
The call will be jointly sponsored by the Galen Institute, the Institute for Policy Innovation, and the State Policy Network. We hope you
will join us for this important call.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Subject: FW: Constituent Services Report: July 23-27
Date: Thursday, August 09, 2012 11:28:00 AM

 
 

From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2012 4:38 PM
To: maryfallin ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Rebecca Frazier; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Constituent Services Report: July 23-27
 
WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory, Marcia Crawford, Kandi Batts
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  July 23 - July 27, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Quincy Foster 72% 96 100 Constituents are against paroling Mr. Foster

Pardons and Paroles 6% 4 12
All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates

Healthcare - Supreme Court
ruling 4% 7 5

10 - Constituents are opposed to implementing PPACA // 2 -
Constituents are for the health care law and believe we should
implement

Taxes 3% 4 3

4 - Constituent is in favor of paying taxes on online purchases to
raise revenues for the state // 1 - Constituent is opposed to online
sales tax // 1 - Complaint about the debit cards used for tax refunds
/ Complaint about fees on cell phone bills

Human Services 2% 5
1 - Benefits // 2 - Custody // 2 - Complaints regarding DHS
employees

Agriculture 2% 4 2 Constituents are opposed to the $2 million for the Youth Expo

Public Safety 2% 4 2

Complaints on agency understaffing, specifically for drivers license
exams. Long wait times and constituents being turned away for
multiple days.

Guns 2% 5  

Please make sure that Obama does not outlaw handguns // With all
the recent shootings, there is enough proof that more gun control is
needed // 2 - Constituent believes that open carry was a mistake //
Green card holders should be allowed to carry guns

Education 1%   4 4 - Support more funding for safe routes to schools

Narconon Facility 1%   4 Please investigate the deaths

UAS Announcement 1% 3
Constituents are opposed to Oklahoma being a testing site, most
believe the drones will be used to violate citizens' privacy

Thank you 1% 2  
Letter states - "Governor Fallin, you make me proud to be an
Oklahoman" // Another constituent says "good job"!

Public Safety 0%   1
More pressure must be put on OHP to enforce trailer safety,
including their brake and signal lights

Elections 0% 1 Constituent is upset about the endorsement of Clark Jolley

Federal Issues 0% 1   Constituents are opposed to the UN Arms Trade Treaty

Miscellaneous 0% 1  
Please fight to keep prayer in schools and "One Nation Under God"
in the pledge of allegiance

Transportation 0% 1 Our state's mass transit systems need to be improved
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TOTAL 130 141  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Subject: FW: CS Report: July 16 - July 20
Date: Thursday, August 09, 2012 11:28:00 AM

 
 

From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Monday, July 23, 2012 9:20 AM
To: maryfallin ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: CS Report: July 16 - July 20
 
WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory, Marcia Crawford
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  July 16 - July 20, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 33% 40 27
All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates

Healthcare - Supreme Court
ruling 29% 9 49

45 - Constituents disagree with the ruling and believe that OK
should not implement the health care law // 6 - Support the ruling
and believe Oklahoma should start working on implementation // 1
- Please do not opt out of the federal Medicaid funding // 1 -
Constituent says that healthcare exchanges were originally a
Republican idea, why are we against them?

Patricia Spottedcrow 12%   25 Constituents are advocating for parole

Human Services 7% 2 13
6 - Child Welfare // 5 - SNAP benefits // 1 - Child Support // 1 -
Visitation // 2- Thank you for appointing Wes Lane

NORCE 5% 8  
Letters of support for the consolidation of SORC into the NORCE
facility

Corrections 2% 5
All correspondence is regarding facility complaints, including at
county jail locations

Agriculture 2% 4 Constituents are opposed to the $2 million for the Youth Expo

UAS Announcement 1% 1 2
Constituents are opposed to Oklahoma being a testing site, most
believe the drones will be used to violate citizens' privacy

Taxes 1% 3
Constituent is against the Business Activity Tax // 2 - Constituents
are opposed to paying taxes on internet purchases

Elections 1% 2
The President should have to prove his citizenship to appear on the
ballot

Budget 1% 2

The state should not worry about saving defense jobs and should
focus on creating jobs // Constituent believes the budget process
should be reformed to be more transparent

Federal Issues 1% 2   Constituents are opposed to the UN Arms Trade Treaty

Native American Liaison 0%   1
Requiring this position to be filled by a native American is
discriminatory and racist

Aerospace 0%   1 Thank you for your hard work to get the plant built in Stillwater

Transportation 0% 1 Complaint about the condition of rest facilities on I-44

Veterans 0%   1 Complaint about the treatment of vets in the Norman VA facility

Miscellaneous 0% 1   The legal age for alcohol should be 18
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Energy 0% 1
The state should have information on their website that explains
how to convert a car to CNG

Animal Cruelty 0% 1 Something must be done about puppy mills

TOTAL 80 121  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Chase Almen
Subject: FW: Daily News Clips 7/12/12
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 9:33:00 AM

These are from yesterday. No interns were here.
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 7:50 AM
Subject: Daily News Clips 7/12/12
 
Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Former prosecutor to head Oklahoma DHS Commission
http://enidnews.com/featuredstory/x1447680823/Former-prosecutor-to-head-Oklahoma-
DHS-Commission
 
Edmond Sun – Fallin names Lane as new DHS commission chairman
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1447680792/Fallin-names-Lane-as-new-DHS-
commission-chairman
 
Enid News & Eagle – Simpson named judge
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x333934631/Simpson-named-judge
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Let’s tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical
examiner’s office
http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-examiners-
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office/article/3691572
 
The Oklahoman – Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman
http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-
chairman/article/3691625
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Gov. Fallin to attend National Governors Association meeting in Virginia
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x1903090955/Gov-Fallin-to-attend-National-Governors-
Association-Meeting-in-Virginia
 
Tulsa World – GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale
http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-lease-
sale/article/3691652
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. finishes third in customer satisfaction
survey
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-and-electric-co.-finishes-third-in-customer-satisfaction-
survey/article/3691622
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond’s July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single – month record
http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-
record/article/3691592
 
The Oklahoman – Democratic leaders seek update from absent lawmaker
http://newsok.com/feed/democratic-leaders-seek-update-from-absent-
lawmaker/article/3691778?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://newsok.com/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses/article/3691765?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids
migrate and pose a threat to drinking water?
http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-fluids-
migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma AG’s decision not to take mortgage settlement is
paying off
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ags-decision-not-to-take-mortgage-settlement-is-paying-
off/article/3691288?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee
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http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-drug/article/3691617
 
The Oklahoman – GOP 2nd District candidates to debate in Claremore
http://newsok.com/gop-2nd-district-candidates-to-debate-in-claremore/article/3691561
 
Tulsa World – House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines’ new offer weighed by TWU members
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247
 
Tulsa World – Boeing cuts down 787 post – assembly work
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120712_45_E1_CUTLIN677463
 
Tulsa World – U.S. trade deficit falls to $48.7 billion in May
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120712_461_E2_ULNStc447792
 
Tulsa World – Some corn farmers cut their losses as drought worsens
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=47&articleid=20120712_47_E3_CUTLIN937472
 
Tulsa World – Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District
property code
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806
 
Tulsa World – State secures more doses of key execution drug
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
 
Tulsa World – Washington briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195
 
Tulsa World – Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-in-land-
lease-lawsuit-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Unit to buy Noble assets
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/
 
The Journal Record – CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-drought-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Both parties block quick votes on Obama tax plan
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/both-parties-block-quick-votes-on-obama-tax-plan-
finance/
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: David Doughten also commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link.
Date: Wednesday, January 11, 2012 10:09:00 AM

An apparent “real world” example of how the new policy is helping.

 

From: Facebook [mailto:update+kjdm-1i-_1pd@facebookmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: David Doughten also commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.
 

facebook

Hi A.k.,

David Doughten also commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

David wrote: "I am covered by my employer but had to buy a separate private plan
to add my son on as an affordable option thanks to Obamacare. I am calling BC&BS
today about the child only plan!"

See the comment thread

Reply to this email to comment on this link.

Thanks,
The Facebook Team

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please click: unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc. Attention: Department 415 P.O Box 10005 Palo Alto CA 94303
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: dennis cauchon of usa today writes...questions on health care reform act
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 10:14:00 AM

FYI – this request is from USA Today;  I am not going to reply unless I hear otherwise. 

Thanks.

 

 

From: Cauchon, Dennis [mailto:dcauchon@usatoday.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2012 9:50 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: dennis cauchon of usa today writes...questions on health care reform act
 
We’re taking a look at how the 50 governors stand on implementing parts of the health care reform
act. I was hoping you could help me answer a few questions on the issue. Phone or e-mail works
equally well. Thanks.  
 
The questions are:
 

1)       Does Gov. Falin expect Oklahoma to increase Medicaid eligibility up to the 133% poverty
line limit that the federal government says it will pick up most of the cost for?

2)       Has Oklahoma started forming a health insurance exchange and does Gov. Falin favor the
state doing it or letting the federal government do it?

3)       Will some of these decisions be put on hold until after the November election?
 
Thanks.
 
Dennis Cauchon
Reporter
USA TODAY
1(703)854-6508
dcauchon@usatoday.com
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Dennis Smith on "Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform"
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 7:39:45 AM

Some good stuff we can probably use here
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 10:15 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <  
Cc: Lindsay Russell <  
Subject: FW: Dennis Smith on "Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform" 
 
ICYMI

Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform

By Dennis G. Smith | 7/9/2012

Last week's Supreme Court decision on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) guarantees the debate over health care will continue. Supporters of PPACA
want to convince the public that everything is settled and any opposition is just
politics.
 
But opponents are not out to score political points. We believe now, as we did two
years ago, that the economic assumptions used in the debate are flawed and the
policies are wrong for the nation.

Since the Court's decision, the law's supporters insist that Obama policies are
successful because the cost of health care is declining. But that is not the case.
Americans know that cost and spending are not the same thing. If the cost of a car is
too high, a family won't buy one, which means their spending is lower.
 
Health care spending has slowed, but for the wrong reason -- the lingering recession.
Demand is lower because fewer people now have health insurance than when the
President's term of office began. In 2008, 42.7 million individuals were uninsured
according to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). CMS estimates
there will be 48.6 million people without insurance in 2013. It is hard to see how this
could be considered an accomplishment.

Even the government's own actuaries say that the slowdown in health spending now
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and into the future is unrelated to PPACA. PPACA hides and shifts costs; it does not
lower them.
 
Most Americans already believe we are spending too much, not too little, on health
care and that is what this debate should be focusing on once again. True health care
reform must tackle the root causes of our health care costs and put individuals at the
center of decision-making.

Those who support expanding Medicaid insist that a state cannot pass up "free" federal
money or that if we don't expand, the money will go to another state. This is the kind
of thinking that got us into the deficit and debt troubles we are in.
 
First, there is no such thing as "free" federal money. The federal government has no
money of its own and it gets the money it spends from the same people the state
government does. Regardless of who the tax collector is, the impact on the taxpayer is
the same.
 
Second, Wisconsin won't "lose" Medicaid dollars to other states as some argue because
each state gets its share of federal Medicaid funding regardless of what happens in
another state. Finally, hospitals, doctors, and other health care professionals would
receive higher payments under the new tax credits that will be used to purchase
private insurance rather than under Medicaid.

The Court's decision reveals that PPACA is an enormous and regressive tax. The result
may well be that lower income individuals pay the tax but won't qualify for either
PPACA's new tax credits or for Medicaid. Some groups will press states to fix this
inequity, but that burden rests with the authors of PPACA who deliberately chose a
Medicaid expansion because it would be cheaper for the federal government.

PPACA took a layer cake approach to health care and stratified Americans according to
income levels. But Americans should not be required to live their lives according to
poorly designed federal government programs and rules. The best way to expand
health insurance coverage is to get the economy moving again and Americans back to
work.

PPACA was flawed from the start. The American people rightfully expect a new
beginning to the health care debate.

Dennis Smith is Wisconsin's secretary of health services.
=



From: Katie Altshuler
To: "maryfallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should expand

Medicaid under PPACA
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 10:17:21 AM

 
From: Trent, Josh (Coburn) [mailto:Josh_Trent@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 08:15 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Morris, Jerry (Coburn) <Jerry_Morris@coburn.senate.gov> 
Subject: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should
expand Medicaid under PPACA 
 
 
 
________________________
Josh Trent
Health Care Policy (LA)
U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D.
172 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5754
www.coburn.senate.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Subject: Fw: draft: exchange/medicaid press release
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:27:50 PM

Latest...
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 01:09 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee (  <  Glenn Coffee

Cc: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: draft: exchange/medicaid press release 
 
Draft of exchange/medicaid expansion press release. We have not reached a decision on timing. Still
waiting on some policy content in last paragraph.
 

Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would
not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid
expansion under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue
burden on taxpayers or to the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief
that the ACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality of health care
across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
Nevertheless, the ACA remains the law of the land, and Oklahoma has now been placed in a
highly undesirable position by the Obama Administration. We are being asked either to join
the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by creating a state based exchange
approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created and run by the federal
government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that
voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA through their support of
State Question 756 in 2010. 
 
As I do not believe an ACA-compliant state based exchange will further the health care goals
of the state of Oklahoma, and because our citizens have spoken loudly and clearly on this
issue, I have today informed the federal government that Oklahoma will not be pursuing the
creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would increase the burden on our state budget and would further our reliance on
federal money that may or may not be available in the future. Massive new costs associated
with the Medicaid expansion would also require cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient.
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Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt ongoing legal
challenge of the ACA. Our second, and equally important task, will be to pursue state-based
solutions that offer families better access to more affordable and high quality health care in
the private sector [looking for more concrete language from Health Dept/policy shop].  I look
forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue
Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.

 
 



From: Alex Weintz
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:43:00 PM

fyi
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:17 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid
 
This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe
that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion
under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
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detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and regulations
within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of its own
making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: DRAFT: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for

Oklahoma
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:53:00 PM
Attachments: Governor Mary Fallin - High Resolution.jpg

Governor Mary Fallin - Low Resolution.jpg

Governor – as a heads up – our monthly column this month is a version of our press release on
Medicaid expansion/insurance exchanges. There are no substantive changes from the release.
thanks.

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:51 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: TEST: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right
Thing for Oklahoma
 

Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 3, 2012
 

Editor’s note:  This is one of a regular series of monthly columns titled “Oklahoma Now” by
Governor Mary Fallin.
 
 
Governor Mary Fallin’s “Oklahoma Now” Column

 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
 
By Governor Mary Fallin
     
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the best
interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.
 
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
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for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
 
            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality
of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration
in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal
health care law time and time again.

 
After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the

creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.

 
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma hundreds of millions of dollars between now and
2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered
Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future
given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing
to the out-of-control spending of the federal government.
 
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.
 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic
disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.
 



From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Early Innovator Grant
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:04:35 PM

What do you guys want to do here? I think it's good to have her on tape saying that the exchange is a
good thing for Oklahoma and there's no contradiction in taking federal dollars to help speed it up ... but
it is something that requires some focus. If she's too busy to do it we might want to think about getting
Terry Cline
________________________________________
From: Cross, Michael [michael.cross@okstate.edu]
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Early Innovator Grant

Alex,

Could Gov. Fallin be available in the morning for an interview about the Early Innovator Grant? I can do
it over the phone at (405) 525-9932. It will take no more than 7 minutes. I will be in the office after
7:30am.

Thanks,

Michael Cross
KOSU Capitol Bureau Chief
(405) 525-9932
(405)412-5200 cell
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Craven
Subject: FW: Early Innovator question
Date: Friday, January 13, 2012 10:55:00 AM

FYI
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 10:55 AM
To: 'Jason Millman'
Subject: RE: Early Innovator question
 
Hi Jason, no the state never spent any of the early innovator grant money.
 

From: Jason Millman [mailto:jmillman@politico.com] 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 10:41 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Early Innovator question
 
Hi Alex,
 
I’m a health policy reporter with Politico, and I just had a quick couple of questions about the Early
Innovator grant Oklahoma sent back. I also sent my questions to the insurance department, but
thought you might be able to help as well.
 
I know that Oklahoma said in April of last year it wouldn’t participate in the program. I was just
wondering if the state had spent any of the grant before deciding not to participate. If so, how
much, and did the state pay back the funds?
 
Thanks in advance. You can reach me at 703-341-4669 with questions.
 
--
Jason Millman
Reporter
POLITICO
O: (703)-341-4669; C: (571)-245-8401
jmillman@politico.com
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "aweintz "
Subject: Fw: Election Recap and Healthcare Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:30:58 AM

----- Original Message -----
From: denisenorthrup  [mailto:denisenorthrup
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 06:37 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: Election Recap and Healthcare Exchanges

So this is david tacketts blog, we'll want to follow what he's spewing this session...

And nice to know we didn't elect someone who doesn't know the difference between medicare and
medicaid for petes sake!!!! Wth???

http://us2.campaign-archive1.com/?u=de22244925bb9670cb57129eb&id=bad78850e2

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: email address
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 1:35:34 PM

What do you want me to say here? Question is:" As a follow-up, did anyone on the staff read the entire
grant proposal? Were they aware that it proposes storage of personal medical records, a staff of 10
people, interfaces with multiple other state and federal data systems, and that Hewlett Packard had
been chosen as a contractor?"

Possible answer:

 We were aware the OHCA was requesting federal grant money for an Oklahoma Health Insurance
Exchange, although we were not involved in or fully aware of the line items within the grant. Since
receiving the grant, however, the governor and her staff have conducted a thorough review of the
application and concluded that it is consistent with the goal of creating a market-based health insurance
exchange that would help Oklahomans purchase affordable, quality care and prevent the
implementation of a federally run system in 2013. With that said, the governor is happy to hear
alternative proposals for the composition and funding of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and
is working with legislators to build consensus on those issues.

Look ok?

-----Original Message-----
From: Ziva Branstetter [mailto:Ziva.Branstetter@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 1:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: email address

OK. As a follow-up, did anyone on the staff read the entire grant proposal? Were they aware that it
proposes storage of personal medical records, a staff of 10 people, interfaces with multiple other state
and federal data systems, and that Hewlett Packard had been chosen as a contractor?

Ziva Branstetter
Enterprise Editor
Tulsa World
ziva.branstetter@tulsaworld.com
918.581.8306 (office)
918.520.0406 (cell)
918.581.8353 (fax)

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 4/8/2011 1:19 PM >>>
"The Oklahoma Health Care Authority made members of Governor Fallin's transition staff aware OHCA
was applying for the early innovator grant and asked if the governor had an objection. At that time,
transition members indicated Governor Fallin did not have an immediate objection to OHCA proceeding
with their application. The governor did not, however, commit to utilizing federal grant money or
endorse the grant proposal in its entirety."  -AW

-----Original Message-----
From: Ziva Branstetter [mailto:Ziva.Branstetter@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 11:57 AM
To: Alex Weintz
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Subject: email address

Hey Alex ... This is my correct email address. Thanks for your persistence!

Ziva Branstetter
Enterprise Editor
Tulsa World
ziva.branstetter@tulsaworld.com
918.581.8306 (office)
918.520.0406 (cell)
918.581.8353 (fax)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Each week 70% of Tulsa area adults read the Tulsa World (Scarborough Research 2010 R2).
To subscribe, call (918) 582-0921.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Exchange follow up
Date: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 9:45:00 AM
Attachments: Early Adopter Grant (one file).pdf

OHIEP Grant Submission.pdf
Importance: High

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Thursday, January 20, 2011 5:39 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Exchange follow up
 
Katie,

 

Please find attached the two grant applications. One for the approved planning grant and the other one

for the pending early innovator grant. Also, I just want to reconfirm that the Governor has the authority

to make any changes to the principals of either grant and there is a process available through CMS to

make those changes.

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need more information.

 

Thanks,

Nico

 

Nico Gomez
Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Communications, Outreach and Reporting
Oklahoma Health Care Authority
*2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite 1-A
Oklahoma City, OK 73107
 
*Please note new mailing address!!
 
phone:  405-522-7484
fax:  405-530-3482
e-mail: nico.gomez@okhca.org
 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
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Application title: Oklahoma Health Infrastructure and Exchange Project (OHIEP) 
Applicant organization name: Oklahoma Health Care Authority  
Program applying under: Cooperative Agreements to Support Innovative Exchange Information 
Technology Systems, CFDA: 93.525 
Project Director: Buffy Heater 
Address: Shepherd Mall, 2401 N.W. 23rd Street, Suite 1A, Oklahoma City, OK  73107   
Contact Information: Phone- 405-522-7545; Fax- 405-530-3431 email- Buffy.Heater@okhca.org  
Congressional district(s) served: OK 001- 005 
Organizational Website address: www.okhca.org 
Type of project(s): Cooperative Agreement for IT Infrastructure Development 
Projected date(s) for project(s) completion: October 2012 
The Oklahoma Health Infrastructure and Exchange Project (OHIEP) will create a plan for the 
design and implementation of an exchange for the purpose of connecting all Oklahomans with 
appropriate, affordable, and high quality health insurance coverage. The development of a model 
for eligibility and enrollment via an exchange is the primary goal of this grant initiative. The 
OHIEP aims to develop Oklahoma’s exchange by addressing several key areas of technological 
advancement. There are several critical activities described in this OHIEP proposal, for which a 
total of $55,656,108 grant funds are being requested. These activities include and are not limited 
to: 
(1) Selecting (through competitive bid) a consultant contractor to provide expertise and objective 


development of solutions and alternative options for the OHIEP. The consultant will be 
responsible for activities such as project evaluation, report compiling, monitoring, etc. This 
contract will span the 2 year project period and is anticipated to cost $2,496,000. 


(2) Selecting (through competitive bid) a fiscal agent contractor to provide technical expertise 
and development of systematic solutions for the interfaces with public programs and the 
OHIEP exchange. The contractor will be responsible for activities such as comprehensive 
gap analysis of existing systems such as the Medicaid online enrollment system, 
identification of necessary modifications to integrate pathways of enrollment such as 
Medicaid and non-Medicaid consumers, and creation of standardized formats for data 
exchanges with technological players. This contract will span the 2 year project period and is 
anticipated to cost $31,249,680. 


(3) Selecting (through competitive bid) a fiscal agent contractor to provide technical expertise 
resulting in the establishment of an Oklahoma exchange for the OHIEP. The contractor will 
be responsible for activities such as identification of detailed exchange requirements 
including connectivity with public entities and private health plans, creation of systems to 
track and process tax credits and cost sharing for consumers, development of data sharing 
with federal interfaces, and operational aspects to support the exchange such as call centers 
and field support. This contract will span the 2 year project period and is anticipated to cost 
$19,910,000 


(4) Hiring three project managers to oversee the OHIEP efforts. The project managers will each 
responsibility in the areas of exchange coordination with private health plans, technical 
coordination with contractors, and operational coordination for ancillary support.  


(5) Hiring five data processing analysts to coordinate technical requirements and coding 
performed by the fiscal agent contractor(s). 


(6) Hiring one administrative assistant to perform clerical and organizational duties. 
(7) Hiring one financial analyst to assist with accounting and reporting of grant funds. 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON 


DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 
Medicaid Purchasing Administration 


626 8th Avenue, S.E. • P.O. Box 45502 
Olympia, Washington  98504-5502 


 
December 9, 2010 
 
 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight 
 
Re:  Cooperative Agreements to Support Innovative Exchange Information 


Technology Systems 
CFDA: 93.525 


 
Dear Federal Review Team: 
 
On behalf of the state of Washington, this letter expresses our interest and support of 
Oklahoma’s application for Cooperative Agreements to Support Innovative Exchange 
Information Technology Systems.  Oklahoma, through the state’s Medicaid agency, the 
Oklahoma Health Care Authority, has demonstrated their commitment to technological 
advances in the health care field.  
 
Most recently the State of Oklahoma launched an online enrollment system which allows 
residents of the State to apply for state health care services from any computer with 
Internet access.  This system has gained national attention and Oklahoma has 
demonstrated an openness to share their experience and technical knowledge with other 
states.  Since this online enrollment system is already in place for state provided health 
care, it appears to be a natural progression to utilize the same solution as a starting point 
for development of an Exchange IT system.  From our discussions with the State of 
Oklahoma, we believe that the technical solutions they have already implemented may 
have applicability to our State and we are interested in continued collaboration with them.    
 
The State of Washington has observed Oklahoma’s commitment to assisting other states 
by sharing knowledge and technical components.  We look forward to collaborating with 
the State of Oklahoma and are excited to see their final product.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cathie Ott, Deputy Chief Information Officer 
Washington Medicaid and Health Care Authority 
626 8th Avenue SE 
Olympia, Washington 98504-5502 







Project Narrative 
Background and Commitment 


Oklahoma is a state in great need of transformational health insurance and system access 
initiatives.  The state has a history of investment in the information technology (IT) 
infrastructure needed to operate Health Insurance Exchanges and has made it a priority to 
connect individuals and families to both the private insurance marketplaces and public options.  
The Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) developed the Insure Oklahoma Employer-
Sponsored Insurance plan in 2005, working in partnership with private insurance carriers to 
make health insurance accessible and affordable. OHCA has transformed Oklahoma’s publicly 
funded health coverage to operate much like other third party insurers.  This type of transition is 
happening across the country as state Medicaid programs are being viewed more as health 
coverage products.  After all, it is health care, not welfare.  


Previous state initiatives to improve access to health insurance have targeted those most 
at risk of losing or going without health coverage. These efforts have primarily focused on 
Oklahomans working for small businesses, who earn moderate wages under 200 percent of the 
Federal Poverty Level (FPL).  The effect of these initiatives has been overwhelmingly positive as 
demonstrated by the fact the state did not see an overall significant increase in the uninsured last 
year.  The Cooperative Agreement to Support Innovative Exchange Information Technology 
Systems presented by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) provides Oklahoma 
the opportunity to explore more widespread system access and market based changes. The 
development of the Cooperative Agreement in Oklahoma will be referred to as the “Oklahoma 
Health Infrastructure and Exchange Project (OHIEP)”. The following list of recent statewide 
initiatives serves to demonstrate foundational commitment as well as an achieved and advanced 
state of knowledge and readiness upon which the OHIEP will be built.  
 In 2003 and 2004, Oklahoma received Health Resources and Services Administration State 


Planning Grant funds.  With unprecedented support from the Governor and State Legislature, 
Oklahoma’s initiative was to comprehensively collect and analyze the availability of health 
insurance across the state, as well as to develop and implement a premium assistance 
program. The state, alongside the University of Minnesota SHADAC staff, used this process 
to develop new health care coverage information regarding Oklahoma businesses, individual 
attitudes, and opinions on the accessibility and affordability of health insurance and health 
care. 


 In 2005, Oklahoma successfully launched Insure Oklahoma (IO), the state’s first premium 
assistance program. IO serves two populations, employees of small businesses through 
employer sponsored insurance (ESI), and workers without attainable ESI coverage through 
an Individual Plan (IP). The Oklahoma Legislature subsequently authorized a significant 
expansion of the IO program for children in 2007.  


 The state was selected for a State Coverage Initiative (SCI) grant in 2007.  Funded by the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, this grant formed the basis for broad, statewide, public-
private studies to understand and address the health care needs of the state.  The process 
involved broad stakeholder input and led to a set of recommendations which spawned 
additional attention and work to legislative and appropriated needs for health system change. 
The SCI grant ended on July 31, 2009.  


 In 2007, OHCA, the single state Medicaid agency, began developing SoonerCare Online 
Enrollment (OE) in an effort to reach those potentially qualified for coverage and improve 
the efficiency of SoonerCare.  The OE process creates a single-point-of-entry intake that 
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results in the applicant’s real-time eligibility determination. This project was made possible 
by a Transformation Grant from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), in 
October of 2007. OE went live in September 2010.  Over 500,000 SoonerCare members now 
have the opportunity to enroll for coverage in the privacy of their own home, or in a variety 
of community partner locations where they may also obtain technical assistance. 


 In 2008, the Legislature enacted Oklahoma Senate Joint Resolution 41 requiring the 
development of an Oklahoma Health Improvement Plan. Work has been completed on the 
plan which is oriented towards the goals and objectives of Healthy People 2010 and includes 
a series of recommendations for Oklahoma health leaders to undertake in an effort to 
improve the health status of Oklahomans. http://www.ok.gov/health    


 In 2009, the Legislature passed House Bill 2026 authorizing (but not funding), the creation of 
the Health Care for the Uninsured Board (HUB) that is intended to oversee development of 
an OHIEP. The legislation required that the Insurance Commissioner in collaboration with 
OHCA shall advise and aid the HUB in its duties.  The SCI grant initiated in 2007 helped 
stimulate passage of the legislation authorizing formation of the Oklahoma HUB.  


The OHIEP seeks to build upon the infrastructure and system development of the above 
initiatives. Areas in which design and implementation of IT infrastructure may assist the 
proposed project include Portal Service, Forms Management, and External Data Interchange Hub 
Services.  It is the goal of the OHIEP to create a system that will promote an environment that 
supports flexibility, adaptability, and rapid responses to changes in program and technology. 


 
Stakeholder Involvement 


As the primary entity in the State of Oklahoma charged with controlling costs of state-
purchased health care, the mission of  OHCA is to purchase state and federally funded health 
care in the most efficient and comprehensive manner possible and to study and recommend 
strategies for optimizing the accessibility and quality of health care.  OHCA served over 886,000 
Oklahomans in 2010, managing 10 product lines (or broad eligibility categories and benefit 
plans).  


Oklahoma has a strong history of stakeholder involvement in health care, especially over 
the past five years.  Key state governmental leaders have created a collaborative environment in 
the health and health system arenas, engaging a broad base of stakeholder groups.  Over the 
years of working with stakeholders, our health leadership team has created an atmosphere of 
trust, collaboration and achievement.  Statewide initiatives like IO and various grant seeking 
efforts (i.e. CHIPRA, HIE, Transformation, etc) have brought critical and diverse agencies and 
organizations together with a commitment to pursue the common goal of achieving better, 
affordable healthcare for all Oklahomans.  


Development and implementation of this grant will follow these successful and tested 
models.  The OHIEP grant stakeholder group consists of professionals representing the following 
entities:   


Health plans (insurers, brokers, etc.) A fully functional integrated Exchange will tie into 
systems of commercial insurance companies and may serve to increase profit in these health 
plans.  Publically held meetings will provide open forums, enabling commercial insurance 
companies and HMOs to contribute to the IT infrastructure development.  
Health care providers The Oklahoma Hospital Association (OHA), the Oklahoma Primary 
Care Association (OKPCA), the Oklahoma State Medical Association (OSMA), and the 
Oklahoma Osteopathic Association (OOA) have communicated their desire to participate.  


  2 
 



http://www.ok.gov/health





All of the organizations will keep their members and stakeholders informed of Exchange 
development and share their members’ concerns.  
Patient or consumer organizations that represent the population to be served (AARP, 
Chambers Of Commerce) For an Exchange to be successful in Oklahoma it is important to 
gain consumer trust and cooperation. Oklahoma also intends to provide patient education via 
the internet and the distribution of printed materials to be provided at stakeholder meetings.  
Health care purchasers and employers OHCA is the state’s largest health care purchaser as 
well as the state’s Medicaid Agency.  There are other organizations within Oklahoma that are 
self-insured, such as Chesapeake Energy and Norman Regional Hospital Network.  The 
cooperation and input of these private health care purchasers to contribute to the OHIEP is 
also needed.  
Public health agencies Public health has a statewide service delivery network in Oklahoma. 
The role of public health in Oklahoma is to provide core public services as well as serve as a 
safety net for the low-income, uninsured and underserved population. The Governor’s 
Secretary of Health, OHCA, the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Services (ODMHSAS), as well as the Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH) 
will provide input.   
 Health professions schools, universities and colleges Representatives from the Oklahoma 
State University Center for Health Sciences (OSU-CHS) and the University of Oklahoma 
Health Sciences Center (OUHSC) are stakeholders.  These organizations comprise 
Oklahoma’s medical schools and academic health centers, thereby providing representation 
for a large number of health care professionals including physicians, physician assistants, and 
nurses.  
Oklahoma’s Health Information Exchange (HIE) task force, advisory board, and working 
groups, as well as the state’s first Chief Information Officer In order to plan for a well 
integrated IT development, the stakeholder group must consider any new developments 
currently underway. 
 


Stakeholder Engagement  
The OHIEP meetings will be conducted as public meetings in accordance with 


Oklahoma’s Open Meetings Act.  Meetings will be open to the public and held at specified times 
and places that are convenient to the public.  Meeting schedules, objectives and agendas will be 
publicized in advance via public notice and on the OHIEP website at 
www.okhca.org/OKHealthcareExchange.  At the OHIEP meetings and forums, attendees will be 
able to make comments publicly.  Additionally a list-serve will be created to further facilitate 
information sharing and dissemination.  


Oklahoma will utilize telecommunication resources, to ensure transparency and provide 
broader opportunity for participation for people who cannot attend the meetings in person.  The 
OHIEP has also developed a website where public comments can be submitted via an electronic 
form as well as view comments made by others.  


The OHIEP project will consist of three phases: planning, development of a public 
infrastructure, and Exchange administration and implementation.  The planning phase of this 
project began in October of 2010, with the receipt of the Planning Exchange Grant. This 
innovative Exchange IT grant will advance the OHIEP project in many ways.  The OHIEP 
project includes a broad representative group of healthcare stakeholders assembled to provide 
oversight and approval for the activities and products of the project. Oklahoma has received 
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inquiries and engaged in discussion with other states in multiple, previous projects concerning 
the advancement of IT. Two recently completed projects, namely OE and premium assistance, 
have received national attention and thus spurred relationships between Oklahoma and other 
states considering pursuit of similar initiatives.  


 
Opportunities to Share, Leverage and Re-Use Exchange IT System’s Components  


Oklahoma has already demonstrated its leadership in developing cutting-edge and cost 
effective consumer-based technologies and will continue to be a leader as it seeks to develop and 
share models for insurance eligibility and enrollment for the OHIEP.   Oklahoma is committed to 
coordinating with other states seeking opportunities for re-use of Exchange IT systems and 
modular components, helping all states to save money as they share resources and work together 
to develop new competitive health care marketplaces.   


Oklahoma will serve as a model for other states by sharing system designs, 
implementation approaches, modular components and specifications as well as test 
methodologies and results of our Exchange IT system solutions.  Other states will then be able to 
select and tailor modular components of the OHIEP, as needed or desired, and incorporate them 
into their own Exchange environments. Oklahoma will make products available for evaluation 
and adaptability throughout the process, allowing non-grantee states the opportunity to test for 
adaptability into their own systems as Oklahoma’s project progresses.  


Oklahoma takes pride in being responsive, accurate and timely with information shared 
with other states, and anticipates that the same high-quality partnerships, created for previous 
projects, will continue to be developed and strengthened throughout this innovative Exchange IT 
grant process.  Examples of Oklahoma’s previous projects include a Durable Medical Equipment 
Recycle Project with Kansas; Medical Home with North Carolina; and Telemedicine with 
Arkansas.  Oklahoma will communicate with intrastate and interstate project stakeholders, using 
a variety of methods such as onsite meetings, conference calls, video conferencing and webinars.  
Conscientious compliance with Oklahoma’s Open Meetings Act and Open Records Act as 
stakeholder meetings are held will ensure transparency, public access and opportunity for input 
and involvement in the OHIEP’s efforts to develop an Exchange.  Subgroups or ad-hoc 
committees will be formed as needed to explore specific topics for development of the public 
infrastructure as well as Exchange governance, administration and implementation.  Open lines 
of communication will be initiated and maintained with other states throughout the project and 
will be utilized as a means to encourage other states to join us as development moves forward.   


Several other states have already communicated their interest in tracking Oklahoma’s IT 
infrastructure development closely in an effort to either obtain modular components for their 
own exchange or to replicate the Oklahoma project.  One of the contractors for the OHIEP will 
be Hewlett Packard Enterprise Systems (HPES).  HPES operates the Medicaid Management 
Information System (MMIS) Interchange product including OE, which can be compatible with 
other HPES Interchange client implementations.  Other HPES Interchange clients have expressed 
interest in becoming involved with Oklahoma’s efforts in a consultative role. Areas of specific 
interest to other states include eligibility, enrollment, premium tax credit and cost sharing 
assistance. Letters of interest from Washington, Georgia and Illinois can be found in the 
attachments section of this proposal. 


 
Readiness to Establish an Exchange IT System   
Advanced State of Readiness and Readiness Assessment 
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1. Technical Architecture 
OHCA software holdings include a robust MMIS, HPES Interchange.  The Interchange 


utilizes a web interface and web service technology to perform the general business processes to 
serve the Medicaid population.  The Oklahoma MMIS also includes a collection of software that 
enhances OHCA’s ability to manage the care of our members, assist our providers, identify 
quality and performance metrics and provide transparency to our stakeholders.  OHCA 
implemented web based real time claims processing through a provider service portal in 2003.  
Providers may now enroll or re-enroll with SoonerCare online using the provider service portal. 
Predictive modeling capabilities were added in 2008 along with a health management program to 
assist our providers and members with quality outcomes. OHCA has an in-house care 
management nursing staff utilizing Atlantes case management software.  


 


Table 1. Online Enrollment 


Traditional vs. Online Enrollment
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Online Enrollment 0 57 66 71


Traditional 100 43 34 29
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In September of 2010, OHCA’s OE portal became operational as a web based enrollment 
portal utilizing a collection of services and Commercial Off the Shelf Software Products (COTS) 
to perform consumer intake, eligibility determination and eligibility administration functions.  
OE is seamlessly integrated with the Oklahoma MMIS recipient data using the same web service 
architecture.  Oklahoma’s OE web has enjoyed measurable success in the short amount of time it 
has been in production.  Oklahoma went to great lengths to use wire frames, focus group 
reviews, agency, community and provider partnerships, as well as other techniques to enable 
citizen input as to how the web should be developed.  The methodology chosen has yielded a 
product that is highly consumer oriented.  Prior to September 7, 2010 the traditional county 
welfare operations took 100% of applications for Medicaid through face to face meetings and the 
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submission of paper applications.  This process provided limited access hours and incomplete, 
inaccurate applications. Within just a three-month period of time, OE has totally reversed the 
way citizens apply for benefits.  By the end of November, only 28% of applications came 
through the traditional welfare environment.  The traditional welfare system is now only one of 
many ways in which the applicant can apply.  By the end of November, only 7% of the 
applications were paper, with 43% applying online from home, and 22% online at agency 
partners.   For the applications that do remain in paper form, OHCA has converted to an optical 
character recognition product that allows most of the fields to be scanned, and the remaining 
fields added with data entry clerks.  Most applications can be entered in less than 3 
minutes.  Once a paper application has completed scanning and data entry, the data is submitted 
directly into the rules engine just like the electronic application data.  


This change in delivery is a paradigm shift in citizen perception that cannot be overstated. 
Anyone looking for demonstrable proof that “If you build it they will come,” needs look no 
further than the proven track record of OE in Oklahoma.  


Tables specifying the “As Is” MMIS software and hardware servers are included as 
attachments to the application. Part of the MMIS reprocurement process includes a full hardware 
refresh, that information is not reflected here due to timing of the award process.   


The following table identifies system components that are required to complete or raise 
the functionality of OE (as part of the OHIEP effort) to a higher capability level than currently 
exists. Additionally, within the attachments section of this proposal is a figure which flow charts 
the interconnectivity of these items, relative to existing Oklahoma state technological efforts. 


 


Table 2. Required System Components 
Component Description/Purpose Key Requirements Reusability 
Consumer  Web 
Portal  


The Health Benefit Exchange (HBX) 
requires a centralized Web Portal 
that is accessible by all consumers.  
The Portal is the main landing and 
navigation point for all consumers 
seeking eligibility for a public 
program or seeking private 
insurance coverage through the 
exchange.   
 
The Web Portal must contain a plan 
selection application for consumers 
to make an informed decision about 
plan choice, cost, tax credits and 
providers. 


Web Portal needs to support: 
Web service architecture; 
User friendly design;  
Meet or exceed state and federal 
accessibility laws; 
Ability to call additional services for 
other applications, COTS and 
enhancements;  
Support Single-Sign On. 
 
Ability to compare costs, premiums 
and benefits of plans as well as out-
of-pocket expenses.  
Ability to enroll in multiple health 
benefit program types, such as 
dental, medical, vision and drug 
plans. 


Core component of the HBX 
framework.  Presentation 
of data, access to other 
services, and navigation of 
workflow components is 
required.   


Personal Health 
Record  


Empowering consumers to be active 
participants is one of the key 
components of reforming healthcare. 
Creating a Personal Health Record 


Create a PHR that empowers 
consumers with knowledge of their 
health status, goals, risks, and 
needs.  


Currently PHRs have little 
to no national adoption.  
Improved adoption of PHRs 
could be achieved by tying 
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(PHR) as part of the Consumer Web 
Portal provides one place for 
consumers to go for not only 
management of their benefit choices 
but understanding and better 
managing their health status.  The 
Oklahoma MMIS reprocurement 
provides all SoonerCare members a 
PHR.   


 
- Include medical and medication 


claims history to provide 
transparency of costs and assist 
the patient with understanding 
his/her health needs. 


 
-  Use “care gaps” list as a list of 


healthcare to do items. 
 


the use of model to cost 
savings on healthcare 
premiums.  In doing so, 
consumers would be 
empowered with knowledge 
to improve their care and 
seek preventative services, 
improving individual care, 
safety, and lowering costs.   


Connectivity 
services, 
interfaces, and 
gateways 


Collection of Service Oriented 
Architecture based components, 
services, and capabilities that 
facilitate standards based 
connectivity with external 
stakeholders and data exchange 
partners. 


Work with state and federal entities 
to define and create standard 
interfaces based on reusable web 
services. 


Creates the common HBX 
framework architecture for 
connecting.   


HIPAA Gateway 
(EDI) 


Support of ANSI X12 transactions 
including 270/271, 834, 837.   


Transfer data between payers, 
Medicare intermediaries, Medicaid, 
and other public and private payers. 


Standard Transaction Sets. 


HL7  
Gateway  


Supports capability to exchange data 
with individual providers, facilities, 
and the statewide HIE. 


Provides capability to enhance 
understanding of patient health 
status and conditions.  Admission 
Discharge and Transfer (ADT) 
messages may carry insurance 
segments containing individual 
patient insurance information.  
HL7 gateways will permit the HBX to 
communicate with HIE and PHR 
solutions.   


Standard Transaction Sets 
and nomenclature. 
 


Workflow 
Services 


A series of component services that 
support the HBX workflow process.   


Key components include the central 
repository, workflow processing, call 
center flow services and document 
management.   


Similar business processes 
identified and documented 
using standard notation. 


Electronic 
Master Patient 
Index (eMPI) 


The eMPI will enumerate and prevent 
duplications of members across the 
HBX.  Stakeholder entities can use 
the eMPI key for matching and de-
duplicating records in their own 
internal systems. 


Address validation and scrubbing. 
Client matching and duplicate record 
identification. 
 


Created as either a feed to 
the Statewide HIE eMPI or 
the Public Entities HIE. 


Qualified  
Health Plan 
Repository and 


The component is the repository of 
Qualified Health Plan (QHP) 
information.   


The repository contains key plan 
information: 
Plan certification requirements;  


Use standard data set 
created by 45 C.F.R. §158 
(2010) with QPHs to 
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Enrollment Benefit plan information; 
Drug formularies; 
Plan cost out of pocket information; 
QHP Report Cards which provide 
consumers plan quality information, 
cost transparency and program 
evaluation. 


exchange and store data. 


Rules Engine  Create eligibility determination rules 
and enrollment steps.  Control 
workflow processes. 


- Rules engine stand alone service. 
- Rules need to be flexible and 


configurable. 


Rules are documented 
using standard business 
process notation methods 
and can be ported. 


Mobile Enhanced  
User Interface 
Support Service 


Extend the Business Services 
platform to the growing Smart Phone 
platform.   


Mobile applications extend the 
presentation layer beyond the web.  
Provides new means of driving 
adoption and usage of the system. 


Standard Interface 
available to smart phone 
developers. 


Financial Portal 
for Banking 
Transactions 


Enrollment card can be used to 
purchase WIC products. 


Accept and process Visa banking 
standards. 


Standard Banking 
Transactions. 


 


Oklahoma has recently submitted a request for proposal (RFP) that will create a gap 
analysis for Oklahoma. The contractor will review and summarize existing information and 
resources for Oklahoma's existing systems and business processes. This gap analysis will also 
assess and discuss resources and expertise currently available at the Oklahoma Insurance 
Department (OID), ODMHSAS, OHCA, and other state entities that may contribute the state's 
ability to operate and/or oversee an exchange.  This may include: 
 Analyze Oklahoma’s current health insurance market, including both public and private 


health insurance plans and how that market will be affected by the Exchange;  
 Medicaid/CHIP eligibility, enrollment and outreach functions; 
 Insurance Department regulatory tools, processes and working relationships; 
 Existing web portals for insurance consumer assistance, including those at OHCA, OID, and 


the Oklahoma State Employees Group Insurance Board; 
 Existing data sharing processes and agreements between state, federal and private entities. 
 
2. Applicable Standards  


1561 Recommendations- The OHIEP will incorporate all of the core Section 1561 
recommendations.  OE provides the foundation for the consumer-friendly online process.  
Oklahoma has already implemented such a process that has proven easy for the public to use and 
that incorporates functionality for multiple modes of accessing assistance with the application.  
Consumers receive real-time eligibility determinations, receive notices when additional 
verification is required, and can access and change their information as necessary. Standard 
procedures remain in place for formal appeals of eligibility decisions. OE also includes an 
interface called Agency View, which partner organizations and agencies use to help people apply 
for benefits.  This interface can serve as a model for providing similar accessibility to Exchange 
functions.  OHCA’s call center is another resource available to consumers that has already 
shown itself able to accommodate the public’s additional need for assistance with OE.  These 
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consumer friendly capacities are already in place and operational in Oklahoma, and will serve as 
the foundation for the customer service orientation of the Exchange.  
 OHCA is already practiced in the use of existing data standards like X12 and in identity 
management processes.  The rules engine driving OE already incorporates a functional library of 
business rules and standardized definitions that accommodate differences in program definitions 
of income, household composition and other eligibility factors for members with differing 
categorical relationships for Medicaid.  The design of these features of OE lends itself to the 
needs of the Exchange: a household can enter information for all household members, and 
depending on categorical relationships, the rules engine determines for which program, if any, 
the applicant is eligible. OE has the additional capability of notifying applicants, based on their 
information that they may also be eligible for other human services programs. OHCA has 
already incorporated data exchanges for verification of member information with several state 
and federal agencies into OE, and so is well poised to include that functionality in the Exchange 
IT.  The Oklahoma Exchange will continue to use National Information Exchange Model 
compliant data standards. 


HIPAA- It is important that the Exchange provide the utmost discretion when dealing 
with consumers’ personal medical information while making sure that members feel educated in 
understanding the transfer of their information. The Exchange will comply with all Federal 
standards of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA). The 
Exchange will create a clear, easy-to-understand privacy notice as part of both the paper 
application and electronic OE process that the member will need to sign off on.  The privacy 
notice will educate the member on the confidentiality of their information, excepting the 
disclosure to certain person/entities for necessary patient care (i.e. - primary care physicians, 
specialists, designated family members as approved by the member, etc.).  For security purposes, 
the Exchange will notify all members when there has been a significant update to the member 
identification system or there have been changes to the Exchange interface. The Exchange will 
adhere to all HIPAA compliance standards when setting up the Exchange IT interface to protect 
the member’s identity and health information during transfers.  


Accessibility for Individuals with Disabilities- The public interface of the Exchange 
will be fully compliant with accessibility standards created by Section 508 of the Rehabilitation 
Act, the World Wide Web Consortium Accessibility Guidelines and the Oklahoma Electronic 
and Information Technology Act, which sets compliance standards for Oklahoma state agencies.  
The functionality of the web based Exchange will be equally accessible to people using a 
keyboard to access the site, and the site will be designed with screen readers in mind. As is the 
case with SoonerCare OE, the Exchange will provide for navigation using the tab key, use Alt 
Text for images and figures, provide tooltips for form fields, use cascading style sheets 
and provide direct navigation to the main sections of each page. OHCA is committed to 
integrating best practices for accessibility at all levels of the Exchange.  
 The Exchange will also be in compliance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, which allows all individuals with disabilities to participate in state and local programs. The 
Exchange will adhere to all standards for waiving unnecessary eligibility standards for 
individuals and will modify policies and procedures on an as-needed basis to ensure access to 
programs. In administering benefit services to students, the Exchange will comply with section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act, developed by the Office of Civil Rights and the U.S. Department 
of Education, which allows all students to participate in any program receiving federal financial 
assistance, regardless of disability. The Exchange utility, along with public school systems, 
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institutions of higher education and other state education agencies, will determine qualified 
students and provide them free access to all educational services within the appropriate school 
district.  


Security- OHCA’s privacy and security policies will be in force for the Exchange.  One 
principle of those policies is that OHCA only collects the minimum necessary information, and 
only collects information individuals freely agree to provide. The rules engine used for OE, 
which will be further developed for the Exchange, is adaptable in terms of the information 
requested.  Rather than collecting all information possibly needed on a paper application, the 
rules engine has the capability to choose the questions presented to a given user based on that 
user’s previous answers, thereby avoiding the collection of irrelevant personal information. 


The systems and infrastructure developed for OE use data standards, including data 
transaction standards, that allow for probabilistic matching of data originating from different 
state and federal agencies.  These standards ensure that when OHCA sends a request to the 
Social Security Administration (SSA), both agencies are requesting and receiving information 
about the same individual.  In the event that a match is made incorrectly, controls are in place 
that will allow individuals to provide accurate information to correct their records.  For example, 
if data received in a match with the Oklahoma Employment Security Commission (OESC) 
contradicts data a user reported about him or herself, a notice will be generated advising the 
member and OHCA personnel that verification is necessary for validation of the information.  


Security measures in place will comply with federal standards.  During the development 
of the Exchange, security protocols will be implemented and extensively tested at each phase. 
Given that the information and design necessary to recreate each module of the IT infrastructure 
of the Exchange will be made available to the public and other states developing their own 
Exchange, OHCA is committed to reducing and mitigating the risks reverse engineering could 
potentially pose to the security of the data in motion through the Exchange and the data held in 
the servers at the foundation of the Exchange.  The Systems Development Life Cycle (SDLC) for 
the Exchange project will include integrated testing and assessments of security systems and risk 
management protocols.  


OHCA HIPAA information security policy is readily available online; all electronic 
information regulated by HIPAA is maintained and destroyed according to regulations.  Before 
individuals access the OE service, they must agree to the statement of rights and responsibilities, 
which explains that by completing the enrollment process, they are giving OHCA permission to 
verify the information given with other agencies. The system also includes a timing out feature, 
which requires users to log in again if the session has been idle; that feature helps protect the 
security of information users are in the process of entering. 


Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) - Oklahoma State Agencies are 
already familiar with certain compliance regulations because of our current OE and IO programs.  
The FIPS, for example, is already being utilized by the Oklahoma Department of Human 
Services (OKDHS) and OHCA.  When a consumer visits either one of these state agency 
websites, the privacy statement is clear; all consumer/health information is considered private 
and transferred through secure electronic transactions (i.e. - OHCA uses the SoonerCare Secure 
Site service). The privacy notice also states that electronic actions of visitors to the site (i.e. – 
date and time, web pages visited, etc.) will be tracked. The FIPS will be easily transferred over to 
the Exchange. The IT implementation team will make sure that all privacy standards are met for 
all stages of the Exchange Interface. The Exchange will use a format similar to the OKDHS’ and 
OHCA’s privacy notices to educate the public about the privacy guidelines. The Exchange will 
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use the National Institute of Standards and Technology compliant encryption methods for the 
transferring of all personally identifiable information.  When transmitting information within 
large Exchange interfaces, the Exchange will create a secure, interoperable network designed to 
disclose all privacy notifications and establish discretion within electronic systems. 


 
3. Stakeholder Engagement  


Stakeholder buy-in is crucial for the success of the project. The Exchange, by its nature, 
will coordinate services among many parties from the public and private sectors.  All parties will 
need to make use of the Exchange and provide information to others through it in order for the 
Exchange to function properly.  An early innovator is tasked with the responsibility of 
accelerating stakeholder engagement to gain support for early planning, testing and 
implementation efforts. OHCA has already secured the support of the Governor, the State 
Medicaid Director, and other states (WA, GA, and IL).  Through OE and IO, Oklahoma is in an 
advanced state of readiness with regard to involving stakeholders such as private health plans, 
health care providers, patient and consumer organizations, health care purchasers and employers, 
public health agencies, human services agencies, health professions schools, universities and 
colleges and Oklahoma’s HIE task force and working groups. 


Among Oklahoma’s plans for engaging stakeholders are holding public meetings, hosting 
conference calls and webinars and providing a web site that will serve as a forum for progress 
reports and stakeholder input (www.okhca.org/OKHealthcareExchange). The meetings will not 
only allow public attendance, but will include opportunities for people attending to make 
comments and ask questions.  In order to enhance the level of stakeholder participation in these 
meetings, OHCA will publicize the time, place, objectives and agenda of the meeting, and will 
hold meetings at times that are convenient to the public.  OHCA provided extensive training 
materials, progress reports and preparatory information to partner agencies to support the 
implementation of OE; those efforts will serve as a foundation for the services OHCA will 
provide to stakeholders in support of their involvement in the Exchange.  The Exchange website 
will act as an information clearinghouse for public notices and will supplement the meetings by 
providing online forums for commentary and debate. Recent major OHCA projects and 
programs like OE and IO relied on a variety of stakeholders for their implementation and 
continuing success; OHCA will leverage those existing relationships into support for and 
engagement in building the Exchange. 


 
4. Governance  
 Governance for the Exchange is in the developmental phase, but governance will be 
developed in accordance with the Guidance for Exchange and Medicaid Information Technology 
System.  As such, the IT Guidance and health insurance exchange core functions will be 
governed through a SDLC-type model that will include life-cycle phases and transition stage 
gate reviews for items such as business service descriptions/definitions, requirements 
specifications, system design specifications, data models, interface control documents, and 
integration test cases.   


The Secretary of Health with input from stakeholder groups will present 
recommendations for the organizational structure and roles and responsibilities for all parties to 
the Exchange, considering the policies and incentives most conducive to creating an Exchange 
that will best serve Oklahomans.  Initial targets have been set for the makeup of the governing 
institution for the Exchange; for example, public and private sector stakeholders will be equally 
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represented; OHCA, the State Medicaid agency, will have a designated role and will develop the 
IT infrastructure for the Exchange; and government, public health, hospitals, employers, 
providers, payers and consumers will all be represented in the governing organization.  While 
Oklahoma has a rubric in place for developing the necessary elements of the governing 
institution, more work must be done to be fully ready for the Exchange environment.  Through 
analysis of existing strengths and capabilities of stakeholders, including OHCA and other 
agencies, and of the critical roles to be filled, Oklahoma will put a plan in place to create a 
governing institution for the Exchange that enjoys all the legitimacy and support of an 
organization built with broad stakeholder and public support at each phase of its development.   


 
5. Planning and Resource Capabilities 


Our current fiscal agent uses the SDLC lifecycle framework for project implementation 
tracking. Oklahoma will utilize the SDLC methodology for the life of the project.  The Technical 
Project manager will be responsible for ensuring that this methodology is followed by all 
contractors. Included below are the first five activities of the SDLC framework.  An attachment 
contains all nineteen activities which are the crucial milestones for the implementation of the 
OHIEP.  


 


Table 3. SDLC Lifecycle Framework 
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OE Business Rules, Use Case & 


Process Documentation Gap and 
Remediation 


Mar-11 Mar-11 
Mar-11    
thru    


Apr-11 
Apr-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


May-11 
May-11 May-11 May-11 May-11 


OE Core Data Gap Analysis & 
Required Remediation Mar-11 Mar-11 


Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Rules Engine & Process 
Development for Commercial 


Carriers 
Mar-11 Mar-11 


Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   
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Dashboard Phase II Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru 


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   
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6. Collecting Data and Information 
It is essential to generate various financial and program analysis reports to assist with 


budgetary controls and to ensure that the benefits and programs that are established are meeting 
the needs of the population and are performing according to the intent of the legislation and 
federal reporting requirements. The reporting system is a comprehensive management tool which 
will have the ability to analyze historical trends and predict the impact of policy changes on 
programs and entities. This system will use key information from other entities and functions to 
generate standard reports. The reporting function will provide programmatic, financial, and 
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statistical reports to assist the state and federal government and other entities with fiscal 
planning, control, monitoring, program and policy development and evaluation of programs. 


The major inputs for reports will be data from all processing functions, business 
operations, and external sources as well as all communication and data functions. The major 
process is the generation of reports and program data, and the major outputs are the financial, 
statistical, and summary reports and data required by federal regulations, and other reports and 
data that assist the state in the management and administration of programs. This function is 
flexible enough to meet both existing and proposed changes in format and data requirements of 
federal and state management statistical reporting without major reprogramming or expense, and 
it provides maximum flexibility to accommodate future changes to meet the unique reporting 
needs of Oklahoma's programs. Through this system, users of all experience levels can generate 
reports that range from simple queries to more complex reporting and data analysis. By 
facilitating data analysis and reporting, the system will help manage the Oklahoma program.  


The Grievance and Appeal business process handles appeals of adverse decisions or 
communications of a grievance. A grievance or appeal is received by the Communication 
process via the Inbound Transaction process. The grievance or appeal is logged and tracked; 
triaged to appropriate reviewers; researched; additional information may be requested; a hearing 
may be scheduled and conducted in accordance with legal requirements; and a ruling is made 
based upon the evidence presented. Results of the hearing are documented and relevant 
documents are distributed and stored in the information file. The grieved party is formally 
notified of the decision via the outbound transaction Process. 


The reporting process supports quality goals by providing data about the types of 
grievances and appeals it handles; grievance and appeals issues; parties that file or are the target 
of the grievances and appeals; and the dispositions. This data is used to discern program 
improvement opportunities, which may reduce the issues that give rise to grievances and appeals. 
If the grieved party does not agree with the Agency’s disposition, a second appeal can be filed 
requesting a review of the disposition. If the health status or medical need of the applicant or 
member is urgent, the appeal may be expedited.  This process supports grievances and appeals 
for both prospective parties and current parties. A non-enrolled entity can file a grievance or 
appeal, for example, when an application for enrollment is denied. 


Given the complexity of today’s healthcare coverage environment, keeping track of 
information and coverage available to members and coordinating benefits accordingly is not 
easy. Data mining techniques can help to locate valid other coverage options available to 
members as well as certain information necessary for insurance companies and other entities. 


The communication business process receives requests for information.  Information 
includes: appointments and assistance from prospective and current member’s communications 
such as inquiries related to eligibility, redetermination, benefits, providers; health plans and 
programs, and provides requested assistance and appropriate responses and information packages 
as well as provider publications, and assistance from prospective and current providers’ 
communications such as inquiries related to eligibility of provider, covered services, 
reimbursement, enrollment requirements etc. Communications are researched, developed and 
produced for distribution via an outbound transaction process 


Inquires from applicants, prospective and current members, small businesses and health 
plans are handled by the communication management process by providing assistance and 
responses to individuals and entities, i.e., bi-directional communication. Also included are 
scheduled communications such as Member ID cards, redetermination notifications, or formal 
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program notifications such as the dispositions of grievances and appeals.  
 


7. Meeting Consumer Needs  
 OHCA has valuable experience in meeting consumer needs related to use of OE, 
including inquiries about Medicaid eligibility, enrollment, and operations, inquiries related to 
participation in IO by employers or individuals, and inquiries from health care providers.  
Oklahoma is fully ready to meet the following consumer needs, among others: 
1. The need for timely, accurate information about programs, eligibility, and plan benefits; 
2. The need for technical assistance in completing online business related to applying for or 


choosing a health plan and a primary care provider; 
3. The need for an individual to maintain access to his or her information and be able to make 


changes to it; 
4. The need for clarification and simplification of complex plans and benefits that allows 


individuals to make informed choices; and 
5. The need for flexible intake processes in order to facilitate coverage of emergency medical 


services. 
The public, online face of the Exchange will be designed with clarity and ease of access 


to crucial information in mind. Important notices will be prominently displayed, making 
consumers aware of how and why their information may be used, and by whom.  The 
navigational design of the site will point visitors to the information relevant to their needs, 
questions and concerns.  OHCA has already accomplished these goals in the design and 
implementation of OE.  The web portal of the Exchange will be one source of information for 
consumers and the public; they will also have access to a call center much like the one already 
serving members of SoonerCare and IO. The call center will be easy to reach through one 
central, well-publicized phone number, and will be structured into two tiers: the first will answer 
simpler inquiries and will transfer calls to the second tier for assistance with more complex 
questions and troubleshooting. The Exchange will also continue to leverage the assistance and 
support provided by community organizations and state agencies with local offices. These 
centralized resources will be able to help consumers at every stage of the process, from their 
initial contact with the Exchange to benefit renewals and claims processing. 


As is the case in OE, after creating a logon, individuals will be able to begin the 
application process, logout, and complete the process later.  As their circumstances change, 
people will be able to access their account to enter changes and submit verifications of their new 
information. These functionalities are already in place, and easily adaptable to the future 
Exchange environment. 


In addition to the presentation of information on the Exchange and the plans available 
through it online, in printed materials, and through the call center, the interactive design of the 
Exchange will assist consumers in navigating the health care options available to them; including 
consideration of the ways other variables like the premium tax credit affect affordability.  The 
rules engine used in OE can also be leveraged in the Exchange to gather an individual’s 
information the way a wizard does, compiling the person’s needs and preferences in order to 
reach the best plans for the individual, and providing comparison matrix that will allow 
consumers to further narrow down the choices.  
 While OHCA is currently serving 1 in 3 Oklahomans, the Exchange will significantly 
expand the population served, potentially to every state resident.  That expansion will require an 
increase in call center resources serving the Exchange, including staffing. In terms of the 
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infrastructure and design necessary to support successful consumer interaction with the 
Exchange, however, OHCA is in an advanced state of readiness. 
 
Program Requirements  
 Governance Oklahoma is in the process of developing the organizational and governance 
structure of the Exchange. The exact form will depend upon the Oklahoma Constitution, legal 
advice and the guidance of legislators who will sponsor any needed enabling legislation. The 
Secretary of Health with advice from the stakeholder group will present the governance 
recommendations for Oklahoma’s Exchange and develop the organizational structure, roles and 
responsibilities for all involved. The Oklahoma stakeholders must consider the specific 
institutional structures, regulatory policies and incentives that will impact and promote a 
successful and sustainable Exchange. There are many possible models to be explored. A few 
examples may include:  
Model 1 – Government-Led Model: Direct government provision of the Exchange and 
oversight of its use. Government (both federal and state) has significant interest in promoting an 
Exchange. In the case of Oklahoma we have a limited infrastructure for Exchange and state 
government may be the most influential source for promoting this venture.   
Model 2 – Public Trust Model: Oklahoma may wish to develop a “quasi-governmental” or 
institutional arrangement that provides oversight and regulatory authority over the project 
without the responsibility for provision of the Exchange, but state officials would be responsible 
for governance.  


Additionally, Oklahoma has taken strides forward building the leadership infrastructure 
necessary to oversee parallel technological projects.  In 2004, Oklahoma took an initial step to 
address HIE through its participation in the Health Information Security and Privacy 
Collaborative (HISPC) program. Through HISPC, a broad base of stakeholders from Oklahoma's 
health care community, including providers, payers, government agencies, professional trade 
organizations and private consumer advocates, collectively identified and studied how to 
eliminate barriers to HIE and promote secure exchange.  The initial collaborative program 
culminated with the enactment of the Oklahoma HIE Act, through which Oklahoma adopted a 
Standard Authorization Form for sharing protected health information. The form can support 
exchange of either paper or electronic medical records and serves as a valuable education 
resource for consumers concerning the scope of exchanges requiring authorization under federal 
and state privacy law. The initial HISPC collaborative workgroup continues to exist as a council 
pursuant to a 2008 executive order issued by Oklahoma Governor Brad Henry. In 2005, the 
Secure Medical Records Transfer Network became one of Oklahoma's first operational regional 
health information organizations.  Since that time, a number of other exchanges have emerged or 
become operational within the state, including Heartland HealthNet, Oklahoma Physicians 
Health Exchange, Greater Oklahoma City Hospital Council Exchange, and Greater Tulsa Health 
Access Network and Tulsa Community Service Council.  These exchanges have connected 
health care providers from both urban and rural areas, health systems and public partners for 
purposes of data exchange.  In 2009, the Oklahoma legislature demonstrated Oklahoma's 
commitment to HIE amongst government agencies by enacting legislation that created the Health 
Information Infrastructure Advisory Board.  The board is comprised of a number of state 
agencies involved in various aspects of public health.  The legislation directed the board to assist 
OHCA, in developing strategic approaches for adoption of electronic medical records 
technologies and HIE.  The legislation also directed OHCA to serve as the hub for exchange 
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amongst state agencies.  Finally, in 2008, Oklahoma received notice of its selection as one of 12 
communities to participate in the CMS Electronic Health Records Demonstration Project.  
Although CMS cancelled this project in 2009 to align funding opportunities with those passed 
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), Oklahoma's selection 
reflected the state's record for advancing HIE through multi‐stakeholder involvement and 
readiness for adoption and exchange using Health Information Technology (HIT).  The funding 
opportunity under the State Health Information Exchange Cooperative Agreement Program 


(SHIECAP), along with additional funding through Meaningful Use, Regional Extension Center, 
Beacon Community and broadband initiatives, will allow Oklahoma to expand its existing 
resources and leverage new and increasing resources in promoting future HIE activities.  The 
Oklahoma Health Information Exchange Trust (OHIET) will serve as the organizational 
structure and eventual state‐designated entity (SDE) through which Oklahoma will achieve its 
objectives of expanding existing resources and leveraging new resources to promote HIE under 
SHIECAP.  The OHIET is a state‐beneficiary public trust created under legislation expressly 
aimed at establishing an entity capable of serving not only as Oklahoma's permanent SDE during 
the SHIECAP grant period, but that could also continue into the future to advance HIE in the 
state. 


 


Importance of IT Standards 
 The importance of IT standards was explained in the section on IT standards in the 
Readiness Assessment.  As the Medicaid agency, OHCA understands the importance of using IT 
Standards.  Some examples of that understanding include, Medicaid Information Technology 
Architecture (MITA), the HIPAA Electronic Data Interchange transactions, and the HL7 
standards required for HIE.  Additionally, all recent Advanced Planning Documents (APD) 
submissions have adhered to MITA principles.  These standards allow for portability of data and 
systems between disparate entities which also gains reuse of business processes and software.  
Outputs of use of IT standards include common understanding of business processes, data and 
software yielding efficiencies. 
 
Extent to Which the Program May Be Applicable to and/or Replicable in Other States  
 During the project development lifecycle OHIEP will develop modular products that can 
be rearranged, replaced, combined or interchanged easily so that others can pick what works best 
for their state.  Oklahoma will develop an infrastructure to connect both individuals and families 
to private insurance and public options with the goal to promote flexibility and adaptability.  
Oklahoma will retool their OE program so that their rules engine can adapt to new eligibility 
standards such as modified adjusted gross income.  This rules engine logic can be applied to any 
state Medicaid program even though eligibility differences between states may be present.  The 
rules engine will allow for simple modifications to eligibility rules which other states may find 
useful when tailoring to their specific programs.  Likewise, non-Medicaid populations will also 
undergo eligibility screening to determine their coverage of best fit.  Non-Medicaid eligibility 
screening will also be handled by the adaptable rules engine.  Oklahoma will also standardize 
transactions with agencies such as SSA, Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and other State or 
Federal validation processes.  These standardizations will provide a template which other states 
may use for their own transactions.  Our current infrastructure, our adherence to federal IT 
standards and our progressive way of thinking makes Oklahoma the perfect place to develop 
exchange IT infrastructure that can be widely shared.  
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Plan for Compliance with IT Guidance Issued by HHS  
 Oklahoma’s plan for compliance with IT guidance issued by HHS will be implemented 
as an essential component to the OHIEP grant project.  The compliance plan will be used as a 
vehicle to provide clear guidance to all staff and entities on federal guidance as well as new 
regulation, as it is made available.  The compliance plan will ensure the OHIEP develops 
effective internal controls and program requirements leading to adherence to all applicable 
Federal and State guidance and law.  The OHIEP compliance plan will include: the purposeful 
activity of project staff to seek out the recently released IT guidance from HHS shortly after its 
release; acknowledgement and commitment by the project leaders to design and implement a 
product that complies with all HHS guidance; the creation of written 
standards/policies/procedures which follow the guidance; the distribution of written 
standards/policies/procedures to all involved with OHIEP (i.e. project staff, contractors, etc); the 
education and training of all project staff on IT guidance; the identification of key personnel at 
OHCA who are responsible for objectively assessing the compliance with guidance (i.e. audit 
staff); the use of periodic audits of the OHIEP system to monitor compliance; and the continuous 
feedback loop of identified problematic areas being improved and resolved. Oklahoma 
anticipates the IT guidance received from HHS will strengthen the OHIEP project to provide a 
dependable method of ensuring the project utilizes sound practices when implemented.      
  
Summary of Advanced Planning Document  


OHCA has received approval for four primary APDs over the past three years.  The first 
APD is entitled MMIS Consultant Services and requests enhanced federal funds for consultant 
services to assist OHCA staff with all phases of MMIS reprocurement.  This APD was followed 
by a subsequent APD Update which requested additional funds.  The second APD is entitled 
Fiscal Agent Contract Extension and requests enhanced federal funds for the HPES (formerly 
EDS) Fiscal Agent contract extension time period of January 1, 2011 through December 31, 
2011.  The third APD is a Planning APD entitled HIT and P-APD and requests resources needed 
to prepare a State Medicaid HIT Plan (SMHP) and to determine how to implement a Provider 
Incentive Program as required by ARRA.  The fourth APD is an Implementation APD seeking 
enhanced federal funds for the takeover, enhancement and operations of OHCA's MMIS.  A 
table containing the abovementioned information as well as CMS approval codes, dates of 
approval, and dollar amounts can be found within the attachments section. 


 
Technical Architecture 
Linkage Between Grants  


Oklahoma’s approach to systems architecture is to concurrently develop a roadmap for 
multiple federal- and state-level initiatives.  Shared services applicable to multiple projects will 
be designed and developed in the most rational arena. This statewide approach allows grant 
funds to be maximized by developing portions of subsystems one time and then reusing for more 
than one project. Shared services and data sharing agreements will span and link the projects 
together. Wherever possible, standardized transactions, code sets and data sets will be used in 
development of new projects.  Diagram 4 below shows the logical architectural model.  
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Diagram 4. Logical Architectural Model 
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The projects that relate to and are influenced by the health benefit exchange are as 
follows:  


1. Health benefit exchange;  
2. New populations defined by the Affordable Care Act;  
3. Provisions of the HITECH Act;  
4. Medicaid MMIS re-procurement; and  
5. Health information exchange cooperative agreement program.  
 


Diagram 5.  Multiple Related and Overlapping Initiatives 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 


Health Benefit Exchange 
The SoonerCare OE project will become the baseline foundation for the model insurance 


enrollment and eligibility intake functionality. This system went into production September 7, 
2010 for certain Medicaid populations. The OE system provides choices in methods and 
locations to apply, and standardizes processes and policy across the state.  The product engages 
partner agencies and community organizations as eligibility brokers. This partnership has 
provided OHCA with experience and opportunities to develop a product that is portable and 
flexible to interface with different agencies and systems.  Two of the agency partners supply an 
HTML file from their respective environments (intake systems) directly into the OE application 
and rules engine.  This capability maps common fields between the systems, and addresses 
double data entry which reduces time and mistakes. 


 OE provides a comprehensive application for multiple state sponsored medical 
programs.  The application requires the family to enter household demographics only one time, 
and applies that data to accurately qualify individuals within the household to the most robust 
product available.  OE SoonerCare qualification is performed completely automatically with a 
rules engine.   The applicant is informed of a decision, and if qualified enrolled in real-time.  The 
decision page can be printed and functions as a temporary ID card until the member receives a 
permanent card a few days later.  The member can seek services immediately. OE empowers and 
equips the applicants and members to manage their own information.  The product offers a 
“Manage My Account” function that allows the adults in the family to make changes at anytime 
to the household’s demographics. 


Beyond method and location, OHCA took the opportunity to implement date specific 
qualification/enrollment, and a process to review and renew at any point in the certification 
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period.  This feature expanded the renewal period from one month to any point of eligibility, 
thereby reducing the risk of a loss of benefits and addressing continuity of care.  OE verifies data 
with state and federal data exchanges.  Social Security Numbers are verified with the SSA, 
pregnancy with any of our state partners, income with the OESC, and citizenship with the 
OSDH, the Electronic Verification of Vital Events system, and Systematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements. 


The product also includes an electronic tool for hospital emergency rooms to reserve an 
application date for a patient who is unable to complete an application due to a medical 
condition.  Another feature is a process to generate an ID for behavioral health patients who are 
in crisis.  This process assigns an ID to non-Medicaid applicants that can be utilized as a unique 
identifier when a full application is received. 


See Table 6 below for populations in production and the populations to be added. The 
additional populations represent the most frequently accessed public sector programs within the 
Health Cabinet in Oklahoma. The integration of these public sector populations will require 
interagency agreements with three state agencies: OHCA, ODMHSAS and the OSDH along with 
an interlocal agreement with the OHIET.  


 


Table 6. Online Enrollment Populations 
Agency Public Sector As Is To Be Funding 


ODMHSAS Access to services X  MMIS 
OHCA Children at/below 185% FPL X  MMIS 
OHCA Pregnant at/below 185% FPL X  MMIS 
OHCA Adults w/minor Children at/below 37% FPL X  MMIS 
OHCA Family Planning at/below 185% FPL X  MMIS 
OHCA Deemed Electronic Newborn Registration X  MMIS 
OHCA Insure Oklahoma (Premium Assistance)  X New APD 
OHCA Breast and Cervical Cancer  X New APD 
OSDH WIC eligibility  X New APD 
OHIEP ACA Medicaid Expansion (Adults to 100% FPL)  X Grant 
OHIEP ACA State Option (100 to 200% FPL)  X Grant 
OHIEP ACA Non-Medicaid (Exchange Tax Credits 200-400% FPL)  X Grant 
OHIEP ACA Non- Medicaid (Exchange 400% FPL and up)  X Grant 


 


Eligibility and enrollment requires robust identity management. Identity management 
uniquely determines a person so the same individual gets only one set of insurance services. HIE 
will also require similar software. The approach in this proposal moves the Electronic Master 
Patient index (eMPi) from the SHIECAP, to the Health Benefit Exchange Cooperative 
Agreement Project (HBXCAP), which seems to be a more rational approach.  Under the 
SHIECAP, the data would have been retrospective data with no opportunity to correct.  Moving 
the development to the HBXCAP allows prospective data normalization. Oklahoma will 
investigate if this can be a shared service or if it needs to be a data set used in the two 
environments. Doing thus will generate a more accurate and reliable end product for both the 
SHIECAP and HBXCAP projects.  OE uses a state of the art product to uniquely and accurately 
identify and assign ID numbers. 


OE aligns a member with a selected provider. The current OE system uses a flexible and 
robust search tool for selection of a Primary Care Provider (PCP).  This product was originally 
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developed for the IO program, enhanced for Electronic Newborn Registry, and further enhanced 
for the OE program.  This feature allows an applicant to search for a PCP by name, specialty, 
language, gender, and location (closest to home, city, county, or zip).  The SoonerCare provider 
data is a limitation to this approach using Medicaid as the baseline. The SHIECAP requires a 
provider directory that is universal, i.e., an all inclusive and statewide data set.  Developing a 
true insurance exchange will also need a universal provider directory. The approach in this 
proposal moves the Electronic Master Provider index (eMPx) from the SHIECAP to the 
HBXCAP, which again seems to be a more rational approach.  Oklahoma will investigate if this 
can be a shared service or if it needs to be a data set used in the two environments. It also allows 
the enrollment and eligibility functions to have access to a richer provider directory.  


OE will need a dashboard. The OE dashboard will report data to state officials, federal 
reporting, grant reporting and management - monitoring statistical data. Data collected will be 
limited to only those data elements required for qualification into either the public products or 
hand-off to the Health Benefit Exchange for qualification with commercial insurance products.  


Oklahoma will conduct a gap analysis of the X12N HIPAA 834 transaction code set 
against the data elements required for enrollment into the public products proposed. SoonerCare 
used contracted health plans from 1995 until 2004 for delivery of health care to Medicaid 
members. OHCA had ten (10) years of experience using the X12N 834 to send enrollment data 
to the health plans. This proposal will leverage that experience in the gap analysis. Any deficits 
will turn into a companion guide to the X12N 834 and serve federal officials as a 
recommendation for future enhancements to the X12N 834.  


The OE system takes in multiple state level data sets. These data sets are used for 
validation of qualification for Title XIX and Title XXI programs. OHCA experience indicates 
this is a feasible approach to gain real time eligibility determinations. As federal data sets 
become available, either incrementally or all at once, OE will use the federal information in the 
qualification process. This approach is low risk and can be done as data is made available to 
states.  


Citizens will have access to call center support. Our experience during the OE 
implementation indicates that the call center will have significant increases in call volumes. Call 
volumes jumped by over 30% and have remained at that level since September 7, 2010. Any 
state implementing either a Medicaid enrollment system or a benefit exchange needs to be 
adequately prepared to handle all types of citizen inquiry and a significantly increased volume of 
calls. OE currently utilizes a tiered level call center approach.  The first tier is a call center with 
primary assistance capabilities.  All members start at this level.  More complicated and lengthier 
calls are transferred to a tier II call center, which is staffed by customer service staff who have 
more knowledge relative to policy and operations. 


The IRS requires retailers, including supermarkets, grocery, discount stores, wholesale 
clubs, and mail-order merchants, to implement an Inventory Information Approval System in 
order for consumers with Flexible Spending Account and Health Reimbursement Arrangement 
cards to be able to make purchases of eligible healthcare products or prescriptions.  This IRS 
requirement means that credit cardholders must have cards compatible with the standards in 
order to be able to use their credit card. A SoonerCare member using their ID card often 
accomplishes portage into health care delivery organizations with their cards. Oklahoma 
Medicaid uses a plastic card having two magnetic stripes and the card might be non-compliant 
with current standards. As health delivery moves into new models of care delivery, the 
compatibility of the medical ID card with other standards need to converge. This proposal would 


  21 
 







allow a re-issuance of all SoonerCare ID cards (~885,000 cards) and all future cards into a more 
compliant format.  This proposal would allow Oklahoma to contract with a bank for future 
functions involving tax credits, premium assistance, collections of fees and other banking 
transactions.  Oklahoma proposes using the Workgroup for Electronic Data Interchange (WEDI) 
proposal for health plan ID cards as a standard.  The ID cards currently being used by OHCA 
utilize 3 tracks and could be expanded to include this additional functionality and data. 


This proposal divides development into two phases. Phase I develops the enrollment and 
eligibility qualification rules engine. Phase II develops the rules engine for the interface into the 
commercial insurance carriers. Phase I will last twelve (12) months from grant award. Phase II 
will last ten to fourteen months. The requirements for Phase II will occur under the planning 
grant awarded to all states. That planning grant will develop requirements for Phase II. 
Concurrent to the Phase II planning will be the actual development efforts for Phase I. 
Conclusion of the planning grant dovetails nicely with Phase I ending. The two phase approach 
helps with resources that will roll from Phase I onto Phase II.  
 
Affordable Care Act  


A commercial rules engine, InRule, is a set or collection of Boolean logic that has all of 
the SoonerCare requirements. These rules take the web data elements and then flow the data 
through the determination. The COTS software would require another state to get a licensure for 
the COTS products; however, the collection of Boolean logic can easily be made available to any 
state free of charge. This approach can be a model that other states take as a solution in part or in 
whole. The Oklahoma package will be made available upon request. 


The OE qualification rules engine can be modified for new populations. Changes to FPL, 
categorical relationship, residency and many other items are adaptable and done by state 
personnel. Changes coming in the ACA, state legislation, or other waivers will be done easily in 
a rules engine environment.  Deployment time for new populations is reduced by 90% after a 
baseline is implemented into production.  


 
MMIS Reprocurement  
 OHCA awarded the next MMIS fiscal agent contract to HPES.  The design and 
development for the contract runs from now until December 2011. One of the key items in the 
contract award is a Personal Health Record (PHR).  The deliverable requested licensure for one 
million citizens (1,000,000).  


This proposal recommends that the same electronic master patient index be used for: 
enrollment qualification, PHR and the HIE.  This proposal further recommends that the PHR be 
expanded to cover anyone who comes through the enrollment qualification process.  The current 
licensure agreement should be re-negotiated to either a higher limit (population of Oklahoma 
~3.6M) or for a statewide licensure. 
Health Information Exchange  


The approach taken by the OHIET is to allow standard X12N standard transactions.  This 
approach will allow X12N 270-271 to coexist across the statewide HIE implementation. 
Development of a common eMPi and eMPx with OE would be mutually beneficial to both 
efforts and help contain cost.  


 
Resources and Capabilities 
Ability to Lead, Manage and Implement 
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Recognizing the need for specific expertise in the administration of Oklahoma’s 
Medicaid programs, and as a result of recommendations from broad-based citizens’ committees, 
the State Legislature established OHCA in 1993 through authorizing state legislation.  The 
OHCA authorizing law can be found in Oklahoma Statutes Title 63, Sec. 5004. OHCA leads the 
effort to oversee the supplementation of state dollars with available and appropriate federal 
dollars.  OHCA staff performs an array of critical functions necessary for program 
administration. These functions include member and provider relations and education; 
developing SoonerCare payment policies; managing programs to fight waste, fraud and abuse; 
etc. A board of directors meets monthly to direct and oversee the operations of OHCA. Board 
members are appointed by the governor, president pro tempore of the Oklahoma Senate and the 
speaker of the Oklahoma House of Representatives. OHCA also has numerous oversight boards, 
advisory committees, and task forces, which all ensure that decisions are made to best serve 
members’ needs while maintaining the fiscal integrity of the agency.   


OHCA is capable of operating a multi-billion dollar agency with a total budget exceeding 
$4 billion dollars. In state fiscal year 2010, over 885,000 Oklahomans (1 in 4 Oklahomans) were 
served by Oklahoma Medicaid (namely SoonerCare) programs. OHCA is among the top 
Medicaid agencies in terms of members served and total operating budget.  OHCA is seen as a 
leader among other state Medicaid agencies and is often asked to share best-practices in terms of 
policy, process, and systems with other states across the nation.  In 2010 OHCA set a new record 
for claims processing, processing over 1,000,000 claims and paying over $101,000,000 in one 
week.  In order for OHCA to successfully process such tremendous volume, well-designed and 
high-functioning information systems must already be in place to support the citizens of 
Oklahoma and the care they seek.  OHCA has created and maintained an agency culture of being 
proactive and innovative.  At every level of staff, value is placed in producing high quality work.    


OHCA has gained national recognition as a leader in the development of new, innovative 
programs and information systems to support such programs.  Most recently, two projects have 
been successfully implemented which required substantial modification and creation of 
information systems, business processes, and monitoring systems:  OE and IO. These two OHCA 
projects have had significant visibility and impact upon the Oklahoma Medicaid program.  


The first project, Online Enrollment (OE), is the state’s first electronic enrollment system 
for Oklahoma Medicaid members.  The OE project is seen largely as the ‘front-end’ eligibility 
piece necessary within a health benefit exchange system.  The OE project creates the capability 
to do OE and real-time eligibility determinations and provides the flexibility to support rapid 
rates of change that exist in the current environment. The OE project was made possible by a 
Transformation Grant from CMS.  OE enables potential members to apply for Oklahoma 
Medicaid via the internet.  The OE process creates a single-point-of-entry intake that determines 
whether the applicant is qualified for SoonerCare.  This process is highly-adaptable and removes 
many of the enrollment obstacles for thousands of Oklahomans.    


The second project, Insure Oklahoma (IO), is the state’s first premium assistance 
program.  The IO program was implemented under the federal Health Insurance Flexibility and 
Accountability waiver and is a unique product designed to provide affordable health coverage to 
adults and their families who are either uninsured or at risk of losing their coverage due to high 
premium costs.  Coverage can take one of two forms.  The first form of coverage is the ESI 
where the member works for an Oklahoma small business, has access to qualified group 
insurance products, and meets income eligibility limits.  The second form of coverage is the IP 
where the member is either unemployed, or working for a small business which does not offer a 
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qualified group insurance product.  Individuals in the IO IP program purchase limited coverage 
directly from the OHCA for a reduced premium.  


The IO program is seen largely as a first step towards the establishment of an exchange-
type system. Changes will be required to the OE project to expedite enrollment of IO members. 
These changes will include automation of the employer enrollment and invoice payment 
processes, automation of the social security verification process, and implementation of an online 
credit card payment module for premium payments. OHCA’s preparations for implementing 
these changes to the OE system for IO place it in a unique position to be ready to expand the OE 
system for the proposed Exchange expansion. 


OHCA’s reputation of successfully implementing and managing new programs has been 
validated by several independent, external reports.  Surveys and reports conducted by the 
University of Oklahoma for the IO program have indicated very high satisfaction levels by 
members, for both services received as well as systems used to enroll and gain information. IO 
reports can be found at http://www.insureoklahoma.org/WorkArea/showcontent.aspx?id=4424.  
OHCA also publishes a comprehensive quality report, Minding Our P’s & Q’s – Performance 
and Quality. This report includes information on recent updates and new quality initiatives such 
as the electronic newborn-1 enrollment system, interagency data matching, and the patient-
centered medical home, which are prime examples of successfully implemented information 
systems projects. In addition, OHCA produces an annual Service Efforts and Accomplishments 
(SEA) report which includes outcomes data related to OHCA’s six overarching goals.  OHCA 
annually monitors where it is and where it is heading in the coming years.  This SEA report 
essentially provides the agency with a snapshot of strengths and weaknesses that can be 
addressed both systematically and programmatically. Each of the above reports can be found at 
http://www.okhca.org/research.aspx?id=84&parts=7447.   


 
Authority to Oversee Effort and Ensure Collaboration / Engaging Stakeholders 


OHCA employs a strong, multi-faceted organizational approach as exemplified in the 
organizational chart found within the attachments.  OHCA is led by an appointed board of 
directors, and an executive staff comprised of a chief executive officer, state Medicaid director, 
deputy state Medicaid director, two deputy chief executive officers, general counsel, chief 
medical officer, chief information officer, chief of staff and chief financial officer.  The agency’s 
management structure is divided by areas of expertise and include directors in the areas of 
behavioral health, pharmacy, long-term care, premium assistance, member and provider services, 
care management and authorization, quality assurance, administration, finance, information 
services, legal, communications and reporting, and policy, planning and integrity divisions. The 
agency, in all areas of expertise, provides input into the strategic plan of the agency. OHCA, its 
health partners, advocacy groups, legislators and other stakeholders meet annually to discuss the 
agency’s upcoming enhancements, goals and challenges.  These meetings help guide and set the 
strategic plan for that specific year. Leading up to the annual strategic planning event, OHCA 
staff conducts numerous formal and informal discussions with stakeholders across the state.  
These interactions allow OHCA to maintain and create relationships with stakeholders, gaining 
their valuable input as to the design and implementation of projects and programs serving the 
citizens of our state.  


The planning and development unit of the agency, on a daily basis, conducts large and 
small workgroups, ad hoc meetings, task oriented small groups, open meetings, etc all for the 
purpose of seeing the planning process through to implementation. The planning and 
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development unit is comprised of project managers tasked with gathering experts both inside and 
outside the agency to design and oversee implementation of high priority projects. This effort 
requires substantial buy-in and involvement of various other agencies. In Oklahoma the key state 
health agencies playing a key role in the health care system include but are not limited to the 
OKDHS, ODMHSAS, OSDH, and Oklahoma medical schools including the University of 
Oklahoma (OU) and Oklahoma State University (OSU).  Many other for-profit and non-profit 
health centers are partnering with the OHCA’s efforts some of which include the OKPCA, 
Tribal/Indian Health Centers, Indian Health Services, OHA, Oklahoma Chapters of the American 
Medical Association, OID and numerous private health carriers for the IO program.  Engagement 
of partner agencies occurs at many levels through the executive staff, management, and solicited 
involvement for specific projects where efforts can be streamlined and maximized.  It is 
anticipated that this project will seek out involvement of partners by invitation to an initial 
meeting to discuss the opportunity, then following the processes already set forth by OHCA, 
convening a large working group, smaller sub-groups tasked with specific solution gathering, 
and ad hoc discussions.  All workgroups agree to meet monthly, and more frequently if needed.  
OHCA’s planning and development unit staff of project managers will develop agenda’s for each 
meeting (with input from key personnel) and update task lists / action plans accordingly.  A 
website for distribution of meeting information (i.e. agendas, minutes, action plans, outstanding 
questions, etc) will be created to ensure transparency in the design and development process.   


   
Qualification of Staff and Contractors 


The key program personnel for this grant project will include OHCA staff.  Descriptions 
of their qualifications, training/education and years of experience are detailed in an attachment to 
the grant application.  Other project staff will be hired after the grant is awarded.  The project 
staff will work under the direction of the OHCA key program personnel, in accordance with their 
area of expertise.  Descriptions of duties and qualifications for the proposed staff members are as 
follows: 


The Exchange Project Manager will work with the diverse groups (e.g. insurance agent 
associations, trade associations, state and federal agencies, local agencies and advocacy groups) 
necessary to the development of an exchange infrastructure. This position will have the 
responsibility of coordinating with other stakeholders to provide services and support to the 
project. The Exchange Project Manager will be required to have a Bachelors degree and a 
minimum of five years experience in a related field.  The qualifications for this position include: 
Coordinating large complex projects; creating consensus among stakeholders; communicating 
effectively; knowledge of analytical, statistical and evaluative methods; and knowledge of theory 
and methods of statistical research; 


The Operations Project Manager will oversee the assessment, policy development, 
program planning, and research and evaluation activities of the infrastructure project.  This 
position will develop, strengthen and coordinate a strategic approach to policy development; 
introduce economic analysis as a routine component of assessment; and build capacity for 
program evaluation.  The Operations Project Manager will be required to have a Bachelors 
degree and a minimum of five years experience in a related field.  The qualifications for this 
position include: interpreting regulations and applying them; effective oral and written 
communication; ability to organize one’s work; interpreting the impact and implementation of 
decisions; and advanced level skills in management and public health concepts. 


The Technical Project Manager will oversee the development and implementation of the 
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IT systems architecture, network and databases necessary for the Exchange.  This position is 
responsible for ensuring that recommended standards and frameworks are adhered to including 
the use of iterative and incremental development methodologies. The Technical Project 
Manager is also responsible for the coordination and monitoring of multiple vendors contracted 
for various technical sections of the project. The Technical Project Manager will be required to 
have a Bachelors degree and a minimum of five years experience in a related field.  The 
qualifications for this position include: Advanced level skills in project management; planning 
and staff coordination; knowledge of network architecture and design; identity management 
processes; MMIS systems; methods of interfacing multiple state level data sets; and InRule. 


Five Senior Systems Analysts will be responsible for oversight of the development and 
implementation of the business processes necessary for the infrastructure. They will also 
oversee and participate in the gathering, development and analysis of data required to ensure 
successful results, providing research and project design support. The Senior Systems Analysts 
will be required to have a Bachelors degree and five years experience in a related field with 
qualifications in network architecture and design; knowledge of standard X12N transaction 
codes; experience interfacing multiple state level data sets; proficiency using InRule to create 
rules engines; knowledge of identity management processes; and knowledge of and experience 
in MMIS systems. 


The Financial Analyst will perform the technical work involving review and analysis 
related to the operations and administration of the grant. This position plans and organizes the 
financial function for operation of the Exchange and works with grant staff to ensure 
appropriate classification, payment, problem resolution, tracking and reporting of expenditures. 
The Financial Analyst performs research and presents financial information as requested and 
assists in the tracking and reporting of performance information related to financial program and 
project evaluation. The Financial Analyst will be required to have a Bachelors degree and three 
years experience in budgeting, accounting, auditing, or finance with qualifications to apply 
analytical methodologies, cost allocation and interpret financial and technical reports. 


The final position identified for the project is an Administrative Assistant, who will act as 
office manager.  This position will be responsible for setting up meetings, copying, faxing and 
other necessary administrative duties. Other duties include preparing the analytical and statistical 
reports and documentation necessary for conferences and meetings, transcribing and utilizing the 
appropriate software to effectively communicate documentation to the necessary parties. The 
Administrative Assistant will be required to have a Bachelors degree with one year of 
experience.  Qualifications for this position include: Effective oral and written communication; 
interpersonal skills; ability to read/analyze/interpret reports; ability to prioritize tasks.  The full 
description of qualifications and skills required for each position can be found in the full job 
description of each position within the attachments. 


At this time the known contractor for this grant project will be HPES, OHCA’s current 
fiscal agent for all Medicaid programs.  HPES has a confirmed breadth and depth of experience 
and knowledge in the health care industry, and is a vendor with the demonstrated ability to bring 
innovative solutions paired with leading-edge technology. The strong relationship between 
OHCA and HPES and the shared history of success with the Oklahoma Medicaid program 
presents an opportunity to build on HPES’s industry-shaping accomplishments. HPES has nearly 
34 years of fiscal agent experience, signing its first contract in this capacity in October 1976 for 
the State of Texas. Since then, HPES has served as MMIS provider for 32 states, fiscal agent for 
24 states, and has successfully performed13 MMIS takeovers. In its national role as the number 
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one Medicaid fiscal agent, HPES is responsible for claims processing for 46 percent of the 
nation’s Medicaid population. As evidence of HPES’s dedication to quality and service 
excellence, 88 percent of customers when surveyed rated HPES as “excellent” or “good.” Since 
2002, HPES has implemented the interchange system in 11 states, including five in 2008. These 
states include Oklahoma, Alabama, Connecticut, Florida, Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Wisconsin, and are under way with MMIS 
implementations in Georgia and Ohio. As a business and technology partner to 21 state Medicaid 
programs and a fiscal agent to 17 of them, HPES has tremendous depth of understanding of the 
MMIS business and what it takes to support and administer these services.  


Other contractors for this grant will be determined as the project progresses and their 
specific scope of work is defined. The federal Office of Consumer Information and Insurance 
Oversight will be consulted for comment on the proposed scope of work for the contractor 
charged with developing an exchange in Oklahoma. In addition, the OHIET will be given the 
opportunity to review any scope of work and subsequent RFPs that are created for this grant 
project.  This review will take place prior to the RFPs being released for formal response and 
will ensure the grant project development is coordinated with existing technological efforts 
underway in Oklahoma. The OHIET is a state‐beneficiary public trust created under Oklahoma 
Senate Bill 1373, expressly serving as Oklahoma's permanent SDE through which Oklahoma 
will achieve its objectives of expanding existing resources and leveraging new resources to 
promote HIE, not only during the current SHIECAP grant period, but well into the future. 


 
Capabilities of Partners to Engage in the Program 


OHCA, its health partners, advocacy groups, legislators, and other stakeholders meet 
annually to discuss the agency’s upcoming enhancements, goals and challenges.  This effort 
requires substantial buy-in and involvement of various other agencies. OHCA continues to 
commit substantial time and energy in the relationships with its stakeholders.  Engagement of 
stakeholders occurs at many levels through the executive staff, management, and solicited 
involvement for specific projects where efforts can be streamlined and maximized.  The 
previously mentioned partner entities have demonstrated, through previous experience, a 
dedication to partnership with the OHCA and project of significant importance to Oklahoma’s 
health care system.  Ways in which stakeholders have engaged with OHCA include writing 
letters of support; attendance, representation and participation at workgroup meetings; 
contribution of opinions/ideas/solutions for high priority projects; identification of key personnel 
to act as point person of representation from each entity; commitment of in-kind effort such as 
policy writers, information systems technicians, temporary operational staff, and staff training 
time; and expertise of key staff. The same level of commitment and capabilities are anticipated to 
be utilized for this project.  


 
Cooperative Agreements with Other Entities 


OHCA has both formal and informal agreements in place with various other entities. 
Formal agreements include the OKDHS, ODMHSAS, OID and the OESC.  These formal 
agreements allow OHCA to share information as well as personnel and certain processing 
functions. 


Informal agreements exist between OHCA and private entities such as insurance carriers, 
independent insurance brokers/agents, business groups such as state and local chambers of 
commerce, as well as trade organizations. The informal agreements facilitate planning and 
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development of new programs as well as providing an efficient method of transmitting 
information concerning completed/operational programs.  


As a result of the planning and development processes already in place, the agency is 
poised to “hit the ground running” once cooperative agreements and contracts are in place for 
this grant effort. OHCA’s experienced staff of project managers, as well as tracking/monitoring 
systems already in place to provide indication of progress, will benefit the project.  OHCA will 
use the experience gained through the development of large-scale projects such as IO and OE 
and apply lessons learned to this grant project.   


 
Ability to Act Quickly and Focus on Cost-Effectiveness 
 This grant project, like any other business transaction, will benefit from the market-
driven competition among contractors to vie for best price. Oklahoma currently operates within 
an environment of limited state resources which has resulted in the agency having to maximize 
productivity while minimizing financial expense. This grant project will utilize three contractors 
primarily for the development of the exchange. Competitive bidding processes from a formal 
RFPs release will return the most qualified and economical contractor for the job.  Key staff 
members will be salaried at the state-agency rate, based upon their skill set, qualifications, 
experience, and level of functions to be performed on the job. 


There are key components of this proposal that offer value to citizens. Citizens will use 
the OE system if, and only if, there is tangible value given. Small businesses have a high 
satisfaction with the IO product line. This proposal will add the IO/IP.  This is a public product 
option that is aimed at individual proprietor businesses meeting qualifications.  


The PHR will be integrated into the web hosting OE.  This will yield a single logon for 
citizen access into both systems. Future enhancements would add even greater value. The 
personal health record will interface into the statewide HIE when available. This would generate 
additional value as the system can then tap into a greater set of data that citizens would access. 
The issuance of a WEDI standard ID card would help facilitate health care access at any entry 
point into health care delivery.  


The transition in conducting eligibility and enrollment for the Exchange conducted 
whether in-house or by contractor, will require changes in current operations by OHCA. OHCA 
has plans to operate a call center and web portal. All phone calls and printed materials regarding 
eligibility will direct members/applicants to a central number.  
 
Evaluation Plan  


The Early Innovator’s performance plan will be a critical component of the successful 
completion of this project.  The magnitude of the desired outcome and the coordination of the 
many “moving parts” necessary to carry out the planning, development and implementation of 
this multidimensional system will require consistent tracking and monitoring of performance.  
Communication of objectives and project progress to stakeholders means careful attention must 
be paid to the development of relevant measures and timely reporting. 


The plan for building the infrastructure to support Oklahoma’s Health Insurance 
Exchange allows for multiple points of program and project evaluation. Basic beginning 
measures will be developed as teams are assembled, tasks assigned, decisions made and 
resources identified.   


The evaluation plan has a twofold purpose.  One is to track and manage the project 
process to ensure milestones, cost objectives and grant requirements are being met. The other 
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will be designed to address the outcomes desired for the system itself. For each objective and 
measure, an owner will be assigned to ensure responsibility for tracking and monitoring 
performance is clearly identified.  Each measure will be assigned a reporting period to ensure 
that information is available for timely monitoring.  With these goals in mind, the following 
objectives and performance measures will be set and monitored for a variety of purposes: 


1. Report progress to federal government and interested states. 
2. Inform project managers and staff of progress. 
3. Quickly and easily identify deficiencies for immediate problems solving, such as 


redistributing resources, notifying affected project task owners and communicating with 
appropriate stakeholders. 


4. Inform Oklahoma administration and stakeholders of project progress and program 
performance. 
Cost is always a major concern of a project of this magnitude.  Setting strategic cost 


objectives and monitoring the related measures will be one of the main functions of the project 
management. This information will be tracked and reported separately to evaluate overall cost.  
Cost information will also be tracked and reported by project structure for ease of evaluating cost 
compared to benefit.  In addition to assisting in managing our own project, evaluation of project 
costs will also provide educational assistance to states that may utilize our results in their policy 
and infrastructure decisions. 


Stakeholder involvement is a valuable resource to OHCA, and the health care community 
has many active members interested in developing a strong health IT infrastructure to support a 
healthy Oklahoma.  Consumers, private sector entities and health care providers will all be 
included in the process of identifying what information exchange should look like.  This process 
will result in specific qualitative elements that will be incorporated into the design and become 
part of the performance measurement process. 


Eventually, consumer (citizens, providers, small businesses and other private sector 
entities, and government entities) satisfaction measurement strategies will be designed to gauge 
the value of the system.  This will become part of the infrastructure itself to ensure continuous 
quality assessment and improvement. 


Tracking and reporting on such a large project with diverse requirements and 
stakeholders will necessitate placing a priority on the monitoring of performance data.  Due to 
the complexity, the plan will be developed and monitored internally and the collection of data 
and statistical analysis will be performed by the OUHSC and the OSU-CHS Center for Rural 
Health in an effort to eliminate any bias in the process and help guarantee the accuracy of results.  
Both OUHSC and OSU-CHS have previously successfully performed similar support and 
analytical services for Oklahoma’s state agencies and health care providers. 
Project Evaluation 


In conjunction with the milestones reported in the timeline, OHCA will identify specific 
objectives with corresponding performance measures for each phase of the project.  The project 
as defined by the grantor sets specific reporting requirements and timelines which will be 
incorporated into the project performance plan.  These include project timeliness based on the 
SDLC reviews, cost tracking compared to budget expectations, and measures based on objectives 
and deliverables assigned to each phase.  OHCA’s work plan will also be utilized as a 
performance tracking instrument. 


The SDLC methodology lends itself well to measurement and tracking.  The framework 
is divided into clearly defined phases with specific deliverables which will drive completion 
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targets and output expectations.  Objectives will be set for the project process to ensure progress 
is monitored and reported in a timeframe that allows for adjustment, appropriate reporting and 
problem solving when issues arise. 


In addition to performance measures based on the SDLC framework, teams tasked with 
specific parts of the project will add performance measures reflecting design decisions.  This will 
ensure that accountability and reporting levels for each phase have specific measures based on 
objectives, individuals own those measures for monitoring and reporting, and project 
management staff is constantly informed of progress. 
Program Evaluation 


The expectation of modular products lends itself well to performance evaluation, creating 
natural outcome-based performance points.  For each of the four core exchange modules 
(Eligibility, Enrollment, Premium Tax Credits Administration and Cost Sharing Assistance 
Administration), objectives relating to functionalities specified by the project plan will be set. 
Many system interoperability and security standards have been clearly expressed in the Section 
1561 and will be used to develop broad measures for the core modules.  These measures can be 
shared across states and allow comparability across the nation and provide for national 
performance results. In addition, state-specific objectives identified for the project will also be 
shared with all interested states or other stakeholders who express an interest.  It is anticipated 
that basic measures will be set and additional measures added as functionality is fully defined, 
system integration goals identified, and stakeholder input is provided.   
 







Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


Salaries and 
Wages 


$624,000 $624,000 N/A FTE 
POSITION 


Qty 
Annual 
Salary 


OCIIO Funds 


Exchange Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Operations Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Technical Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Senior Systems Analyst 5 $325,000 $325,000 
Financial Analyst  1 $40,000 $40,000 
Administrative Support 1 $40,000 $40,000 


Grant Year One 10 $624,000 $624,000 
 
Exchange Project Manager:  The EPM will build collaborative working relationships with diverse 
groups (e.g. insurance agent associations, trade associations, state and federal agencies, local agencies 
and advocacy groups) necessary to the development of an exchange infrastructure that meets the 
requirements of the grant and the needs of Oklahoma. The EPM will develop an infrastructure to 
oversee/coordinate with other stakeholders and provide services and support to the Oklahoma Health 
Insurance Exchange project.  Coordinates with the OPM and TPM to ensure stakeholder input is 
communicated and included in planning, development and implementation of the project. 
 
Operations Project Manager: Provides oversight and guidance in the planning and development of the 
infrastructure necessary for the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange project. Oversees the assessment, 
policy development, program planning, research, and evaluation activities of the infrastructure project.  
The OPM will develop, strengthen and coordinate a strategic approach to policy development; introduce 
economic analysis as a routine component of assessment, evaluation and policy development activities; 
and build capacity for program evaluation.   
 
Technical Project Manager: Oversees the development and implementation of the IT systems 
architecture, network and databases necessary for the infrastructure. Responsible for ensuring that the 
Office of the National Coordinator’s (ONC) recommended standards and Systems Development Life 
Cycle (SDLC) frameworks are adhered to including the use of iterative and incremental development 
methodologies. Responsible for the coordination and monitoring of multiple vendors contracted for 
various technical sections of the project. Oversees and participates in the gathering, development and 
analysis of data required to ensure successful results; for recognizing and resolving problems at all 
phases of development and implementation; ensuring the interoperability and standardization necessary 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


for systems use by other states; providing research and project design support and training to other States 
and agency partners. 
 
Senior Systems Analyst: Oversees the development and implementation of the business processes 
necessary for the infrastructure. Oversees and participates in the gathering, development and analysis of 
data required to ensure successful results; for recognizing and resolving problems at all phases of 
development and implementation; providing research and project design support and training to other 
States and agency partners. 
 
Financial Analyst: Performs technical work involving review and analysis related to the operations and 
administration of the grant.  Works with grant staff to ensure appropriate classification, payment, 
problem resolution, tracking and reporting of expenditures.  Performs research and presents financial 
information as requested.  Assists in the tracking and reporting of performance information related to 
financial program and project evaluation. 
 
Administrative Support. Acts as office manager for the project. Responsibilities include setting up 
meetings, copying, faxing and other necessary administrative duties. This position prepares the analytical 
and statistical reports and documentation necessary for conferences and meetings, both internal and 
external, transcribes and utilizes the appropriate software to effectively communicate documentation to 
the necessary parties. The Administrative Assistant is responsible for other documentation needed by the 
Exchange. Responsible for researching and analyzing inquires from internal and external factions and 
delivering timely responses. 
 


Fringe 
Benefits 


$281,424 $281,424 N/A 
CATEGORY 


FTE Total 
Salary 


Rate 
Annual Fringe 


Benefits 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Retirement 16.5% $102,960 $102,960 
FICA 7.7% $48,048 $48,048 
Insurance 19.9% $124,176 $124,176 
Workers Comp 0.7% $4,368 $4,368 
Unemployment 


$624,000 


0.3% $1,872 $1,872 
Grant Year One  45.1% $281,424 $281,424 


 
The fringe benefits rate is applied to salaried Oklahoma employees only.  Total salaries for Grant Year 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


One is $624,000 * 45.1% = $281,424 in Fringe Benefits. 
 


Consultant $1,248,000 $1,248,000 N/A Annual Number 
of Hours 


Rate 
Consultant’s 


Dedicated FTE 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO Funds 


2,080 $300 2 $1,248,000 $1,248,000 
 
The rate for the consultant will be all inclusive and be comprised of all materials, travel, equipment, and 
other costs associated with the fulfillment of the contract. 
 
Name of Consultant:  To be determined 
Organizational Affiliation:  N/A 
Nature of Services to Be Rendered:  Provide expertise and objective development of solutions and 


alternative options for the OHIEP. Provide guidance and develop the RFPs necessary to the project; 
research and provide information to facilitate the planning and technical design of the project 
including conducting JAD (Joint Application Design) sessions; and develop standards 
documentation. The consultant will be responsible for activities such as project evaluation, report 
compiling, monitoring, etc. 


Relevance of Service to the Project:  Provides technical expertise, experience, objectivity and 
independence to the process. 


The Number of Hours of consultation: 2,080 
The Expected Rate of Compensation:  $300 


 
Equipment $48,125 $48,125 N/A 


Equipment 
Number 
Needed 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Copier 1 $275.00 $2,475 $2,475 
Fax Server 1 $125.00 $1,125 $1,125 
Fileserver 1 $250.00 $2,250 $2,250 
Laptop 5 $100.00 $4,500 $4,500 
Printer – b/w 2 $100.00 $1,800 $1,800 
Printer – Color 1 $200.00 $1,800 $1,800 
Smart board 1 $200 $1,800 $1,800 
Telephone –Cell 5 $120.00 $5,400 $5,400 
Telephone- Equipment 5 $50.00 $2,250 $2,250 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


Workstation – hardware 5 $100 $4,500 $4,500 
Workstation – Software 5 $100 $4,500 $4,500 
Network Router 1 $150.00 $1,350 $1,350 
Video reproductions 1,250 $7.50 $9,375 $9,375 
Projectors 1 $1,000 $5,000 $5,000 


Grant Year Two   $48,125 $48,125 
 
Equipment includes office equipment to accommodate the staff of the project.  The costs have been 
prorated for the first year.  Workstation Software is a yearly subscription fee for the Microsoft Office 
Suite.  Copier, Printer and Fax Server are leased yearly at the monthly rate shown. All supplies (toner, 
ink cartridges, etc) are included in the lease.  Projects are overhead projectors and displays to be used at 
conferences, outreach events and meeting rooms. 
 


Supplies $15,390 $15,390 N/A 
Supplies 


Number 
Needed 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Educational pamphlets 2,000 ea. $2.75 $5,500 $5,500 
General office supplies 5 FTE $750.00 $3,750 $3,750 
Mailing envelopes 2,000 ea. $0.19 $380 $380 
Post office box 12 months $75.00 $900 $900 
Postage 2,000 ea. $0.43 $860 $860 
Video artist fees 20 hours $200.00 $4,000 $4,000 


Grant Year One   $15,390 $15,390 
 
Supplies include general office supplies and office equipment to accommodate the staff of the project. 
The costs have been prorated for the first year. The video artist will assist with creation of training and 
outreach video materials. 
 


Travel $31,275 $31,275 N/A 
OK TRAVEL FTE 


# 
Trip 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Mileage Reimbursement 20 20 $0.50 $1,800 $1,800 
Overnight 2 3 $82.00 $500 $500 
Per diem 2 3 $66.00 $400 $400 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


Annual In-State     $2,700 $2,700 
Annual Out-of-State *    $25,875 $25,875 


Grant Year One    $31,275 $31,275 
 
Oklahoma Travel includes local travel for outreach to various stakeholder groups across the state. 
Oklahoma is a large land mass state and the average round trip is 180 miles. A total of twenty (20) one 
(1) person trips are budgeted with two of the trips being overnight stays. 
 
*Out-of-State Travel    
  Local Transportation                 $25 
  Registration                              $200 
  Airfare  (Coach)                       $900 
  Hotel (2 nights @ $211)          $422 
  Per diem (2.5 days @ $71)      $178  
  Total Per Trip                        $1,725 x 3 people = $5,175 
 
Five Trips Annually               $5,175 x 5 trips = $25,875  
 
Out-of-state travel is budgeted for a total of three (3) FTE to make five (5) trips to Washington DC each 
including a two night stay to account for flight time requirements. Registration is calculated at three (3) 
FTE registering for five (5) at $200 per FTE per conference.   
 


Contractual $19,406,856 $19,406,856 N/A 
CONTRACTUAL 
OBLIGATIONS * 


Annual 
Contract 
Amount 


OCIIO 
Funds 


Exchange Fiscal Agent $6,535,000 $6,535,000 
Enrollment Fiscal Agent $12,871,856 $12,871,856 


Grant Year One $19,406,856 $19,406,856 
 
Exchange Fiscal Agent  
     Name of Contractor:     To be decided 
     Method of Selection:     RFP / Bid Process 
     Period of Performance:  Grant Year One 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


     Scope of Work:  Contract with a fiscal agent to assist with the analysis, design and 
development of a web portal and rules sets for private insurance carriers for the exchange, 
create a qualified plan repository, interface with the HL7 gateway planned by the 
SoonerCare Health Information Technology project, interface with the SoonerCare EDI 
gateway, required federal and state interfaces and provide administration for the (1) 
qualified health plans, (2) tax credits, and (3) cost-sharing.   


     Method of Accountability: Performance contract and project evaluation plan 
     Justification:  To obtain the capacity and technical knowledge to create the infrastructure for 


the exchange. 
     Itemized Budget: 


Exchange Fiscal Agent Hours Rate Cost 
Impact to 
Current 


Funding Sources 
Exchange Hardware, Software, Rules 


Development and Workflow 
1 ea.  $6,000,000 No Prior Funding 


Plan Interface Development 350 hrs. $100 $35,000 No Prior Funding 
Required Data Feeds (Exchange): State 


and Federal 
2,000 
hrs. 


$100 $200,000 No Prior Funding 


Required Data Feeds (Exchange): Cost 
Sharing 


3,000 
hrs. 


$100 $300,000 No Prior Funding 


Grant Year One   $6,535,000  
 
Enrollment Fiscal Agent 
     Name of Contractor:     HP Enterprise Systems 
     Method of Selection:     Fiscal Agent responsible for the existing online enrollment product. 
     Period of Performance:  Grant Year One 
     Scope of Work:  Contract with HP Enterprise Systems, OHCA fiscal agent to modify and 


enhance the current online enrollment system and develop an integrated intake system for 
WIC (Women, Infants and Children program) and the private insurance carriers 
participating in the Exchange.  Review current rule set structure and mitigate any 
variations from standard. Document standard rule sets and business functions using 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


recommended standards. Enhance existing EDI gateway transactions for the exchange of 
insurance information with private carriers and public programs.  Coordinate 
implementation with the HBX of an HL7 gateway with the SoonerCare Health 
Information Technology project.  Create WIC Visa interchange for purchase of WIC 
products at approved retailers. 


     Method of Accountability: Performance contract and project evaluation plan 
     Justification:  To utilize the current Fiscal Agent who developed the initial iteration of the 


Online Enrollment product to design and implement the enhancement. 
     Itemized Budget: 


Enrollment Fiscal Agent Unit Rate Cost 
Impact to Current 
Funding Sources 


Enhancements to EDI Gateway 
to Exchange Roster & Eligibility 
Data 


1 ea.  $75,000 No Prior Funding 


HL7 Gateway Design, 
Development & Implementation 


1 ea.  $100,000 No Prior Funding 


eMPI Electronic Master Patient 
Index 


1 ea.  $500,000 Remove from SHIECAP 


eMPx  Electronic Master 
Provider Index 


1 ea.  $500,000 Remove from SHIECAP 


InRule rules engine License & 
Hardware per month 


12 mo. $7,588 $91,056 
Remove from MMIS FA 


APD Reprocurement 
Online Enrollment Application, 
Workflow and Rules 
Modifications: IO & BCC 
Programs 


3,425 hrs. $100 $342,500 
Remove from MMIS FA 


APD Reprocurement 


Online Enrollment Application, 
Workflow & Rules 
Modifications: ACA 


1,500 hrs. $100 150,000 No Prior Funding 


3 FTE – Resolution Analyst 36 mo. $5,600 $201,600 Remove from SHIECAP 


1 FTE – Rules Analyst 12 mo. $5,886 $70,632 Remove from SHIECAP 


Existing Rules & Business 320 hrs. $100 $32,000 No Prior Funding 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


8 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


Processes document to standard 


ID Cards - Use WEDI standard 
& encode e-MPI number on card 


1,200,000 
cards 


$1.50 $1,800,000 No Prior Funding 


MMIS ACA & State Option 
Medicaid Expansion 


450 hrs. $100 $45,000 No Prior Funding 


Required Data Feeds (Medicaid): 
State & Federal 


800 hrs. $100 $80,000 No Prior Funding 


PHR and Hardware for Public & 
Private Consumers 


1,000,000 $2.4 $2,400,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


ADP Reprocurement 


Dashboard Software & Hardware 1 ea.  $350,000 
Remove from MMIS FA  


ADP Reprocurement 
Call Center Expansion:     


     Customer Service Reps 288 $5,886 $1,695,168 No Prior Funding 


     Call Center Charges 9 mo $60,100 $540,900 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 


     Lan/Telecom 9 mo $160,000 $1,440,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 


Postage 12 mo $184,000 $2,208,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 
HPES Online Enrollment 
Application, Workflow & Rules 
modifications for Non-Medicaid 
Consumers 


1,000 hrs $100 $100,000 No Prior Funding 


Enrollment Intake  Portal, 
Workflow & Rule Engine 
Modifications for WIC 


1,000 hrs $100 $100,000 No Prior Funding 


Interface to OSDH System 500 hrs $100 $50,000 No Prior Funding 


Grant Year One   
$12,871,85
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Total Grant 
Year One 


$21,655,070 $21,655,070 N/A  







Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


 
Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Salaries and 
Wages 


$624,000 $624,000 N/A FTE 
POSITION 


Qty 
Annual 
Salary 


OCIIO Funds 


Exchange Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Operations Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Technical Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Senior Systems Analyst 5 $325,000 $325,000 
Financial Analyst 1 $40,000 $40,000 
Administrative Support 1 $40,000 $40,000 


Grant Year Two 6 $624,000 $624,000 
 
Exchange Project Manager:  The EPM will build collaborative working relationships with diverse 
groups (e.g. insurance agent associations, trade associations, state and federal agencies, local agencies 
and advocacy groups) necessary to the development of an exchange infrastructure that meets the 
requirements of the grant and the needs of Oklahoma. The EPM will develop an infrastructure to 
oversee/coordinate with other stakeholders and provide services and support to the Oklahoma Health 
Insurance Exchange project.  Coordinates with the OPM and TPM to ensure stakeholder input is 
communicated and included in planning, development and implementation of the project. 
 
Operations Project Manager: Provides oversight and guidance in the planning and development of the 
infrastructure necessary for the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange project. Oversees the 
assessment, policy development, program planning, and research and evaluation activities of the 
infrastructure project.  The OPM will develop, strengthen and coordinate a strategic approach to policy 
development; introduce economic analysis as a routine component of assessment, evaluation and 
policy development activities; and build capacity for program evaluation.   
 
Technical Project Manager Oversees the development and implementation of the IT systems 
architecture, network and databases necessary for the infrastructure. Responsible for ensuring that the 
Office of the National Coordinator’s (ONC) recommended standards and Systems Development Life 
Cycle (SDLC) frameworks are adhered to including the use of iterative and incremental development 
methodologies. Responsible for the coordination and monitoring of multiple vendors contracted for 
various technical sections of the project. Oversees and participates in the gathering, development and 
analysis of data required to ensure successful results; for recognizing and resolving problems at all 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


phases of development and implementation; ensuring the interoperability and standardization 
necessary for systems use by other states; providing research and project design support and training 
to other States and agency partners. 
 
Senior Systems Analyst: Oversees the development and implementation of the business processes 
necessary for the infrastructure. Oversees and participates in the gathering, development and analysis 
of data required to ensure successful results; for recognizing and resolving problems at all phases of 
development and implementation; providing research and project design support and training to other 
States and agency partners. 
 
Financial Analyst: Performs technical work involving review and analysis related to the operations 
and administration of the grant.  Works with grant staff to ensure appropriate classification, payment, 
problem resolution, tracking and reporting of expenditures.  Performs research and presents financial 
information as requested.  Assists in the tracking and reporting of performance information related to 
financial program and project evaluation. 
 
Administrative Support. Acts as office manager for the project. Responsibilities include setting up 
meetings, copying, faxing and other necessary administrative duties. This position prepares the 
analytical and statistical reports and documentation necessary for conferences and meetings, both 
internal and external, transcribes and utilizes the appropriate software to effectively communicate 
documentation to the necessary parties. The Administrative Assistant is responsible for other 
documentation needed by the Exchange. Responsible for researching and analyzing inquires from 
internal and external factions and delivering timely responses. 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Fringe 
Benefits 


 
 


$281,424 $281,424 N/A 
CATEGORY 


FTE Total 
Salary 


Rate 
Annual Fringe 


Benefits 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Retirement 16.5% $102,960 $102,960 
FICA 7.7% $48,048 $48,048 
Insurance 19.9% $124,176 $124,176 
Workers Comp 0.7% $4,368 $4,368 
Unemployment 


$624,000 


0.3% $1,872 $1,872 
Grant Year Two  45.1% $281,424 $281,424 


 
The fringe benefits rate is applied to salaried Oklahoma employees only.  Total salaries for Grant Year 
One is $624,000 * 45.1% = $281,424 in Fringe Benefits. 
 


Consultant $1,248,000 $1,248,000 N/A Annual Number 
of Hours Rate 


Consultant’s 
Dedicated FTE 


Annual 
Expenses OCIIO Funds 


2,080 $300 2 $1,248,000 $1,248,000 
 
The rate for the consultant will be all inclusive and be comprised of all materials, travel, equipment, 
and other costs associated with the fulfillment of the contract. 
 
Name of Consultant:  To be determined 
Organizational Affiliation:  N/A 
Nature of Services to Be Rendered:  Provide expertise and objective development of solutions and 


alternative options for the OHIEP. Provide guidance and develop the RFPs necessary to the 
project; research and provide information to facilitate the planning and technical design of the 
project including conducting JAD (Joint Application Design) sessions; and develop standards 
documentation. The consultant will be responsible for activities such as project evaluation, report 
compiling, monitoring, etc. 


Relevance of Service to the Project:  Provides technical expertise, experience, objectivity and 
independence to the process. 


The Number of Hours of consultation: 2,080 
The Expected Rate of Compensation:  $300 


 
Equipment $48,125 $48,125 N/A Equipment Number Rate Annual OCIIO 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Needed Expenses Funds 
Copier 1 $275.00 $2,475 $2,475 
Fax Server 1 $125.00 $1,125 $1,125 
Fileserver 1 $250.00 $2,250 $2,250 
Laptop 5 $100.00 $4,500 $4,500 
Printer – b/w 2 $100.00 $1,800 $1,800 
Printer – Color 1 $200.00 $1,800 $1,800 
Smart board 1 $200 $1,800 $1,800 
Telephone –Cell 5 $120.00 $5,400 $5,400 
Telephone- Equipment 5 $50.00 $2,250 $2,250 
Workstation – hardware 5 $100 $4,500 $4,500 
Workstation – Software 5 $100 $4,500 $4,500 
Network Router 1 $150.00 $1,350 $1,350 
Video reproductions 1,250 $7.50 $9,375 $9,375 
Projectors 1 $1,000 $5,000 $5,000 


Grant Year Two   $48,125 $48,125 
 
Equipment includes office equipment to accommodate the staff of the project.  The costs have been 
prorated for the first year.  Workstation Software is a yearly subscription fee for the Microsoft Office 
Suite.  Copier, Printer and Fax Server are leased yearly at the monthly rate shown. All supplies (toner, 
ink cartridges, etc) are included in the lease.  Projects are overhead projectors and displays to be used 
at conferences, outreach events and meeting rooms. 
 


Supplies $15,390 $15,390 N/A 
Supplies 


Number 
Needed 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Educational pamphlets 2,000 ea. $2.75 $5,500 $5,500 
General office supplies 5 FTE $750.00 $3,750 $3,750 
Mailing envelopes 2,000 ea. $0.19 $380 $380 
Post office box 12 months $75.00 $900 $900 
Postage 2,000 ea. $0.43 $860 $860 
Video artist fees 20 hours $200.00 $4,000 $4,000 


Grant Year Two   $15,390 $15,390 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


 
Supplies include general office supplies and office equipment to accommodate the staff of the project. 
The costs have been prorated for the first year. The video artist will assist with creation of training and 
outreach video materials. 
 


Travel $31,275 $31,275 N/A 
OK TRAVEL FTE 


# 
Trip 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Mileage Reimbursement 20 20 $0.50 $1,800 $1,800 
Overnight 2 3 $82.00 $500 $500 
Per diem 2 3 $66.00 $400 $400 
Annual In-State     $2,700 $2,700 
Annual Out-of-State *    $25,875 $25,875 


Grant Year One    $31,275 $31,275 
 
Oklahoma Travel includes local travel for outreach to various stakeholder groups across the state. 
Oklahoma is a large land mass state and the average round trip is 180 miles. A total of twenty (20) one 
(1) person trips are budgeted with two of the trips being overnight stays. 
 
 
*Out-of-State Travel    
  Local Transportation                 $25 
  Registration                             $200 
  Airfare  (Coach)                       $900 
  Hotel (2 nights @ $211)          $422 
  Per diem (2.5 days @ $71)      $178  
  Total Per Trip                        $1,725 x 3 people = $5,175 
 
Five Trips Annually               $5,175 x 5 trips = $25,875  
 
Out-of-state travel is budgeted for a total of three (3) FTE to make five (5) trips to Washington DC 
each including a two night stay to account for flight time requirements. Registration is calculated at 
three (3) FTE registering for five (5) at $200 per FTE per conference.   
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Contractual $31,752,824 $31,752,824 N/A 
CONTRACTUAL 
OBLIGATIONS * 


Annual 
Contract 
Amount 


OCIIO 
Funds 


Exchange Fiscal Agent $13,375,000 $13,375,000
Enrollment Fiscal Agent $18,377,824 $18,377,824


Grant Year Two $31,752,824 $31,752,824
 
Exchange Fiscal Agent  
     Name of Contractor:     To be decided 
     Method of Selection:     RFP / Bid Process 
     Period of Performance:  Grant Year One 
     Scope of Work:  Contract with a fiscal agent to assist with the analysis, design and 


development of a web portal and rules sets for private insurance carriers for the 
exchange, create a qualified plan repository, interface with the HL7 gateway planned 
by the SoonerCare Health Information Technology project, interface with the 
SoonerCare EDI gateway, required federal and state interfaces and provide 
administration for the (1) qualified health plans, (2) tax credits, and (3) cost-sharing.   


     Method of Accountability: Performance contract and project evaluation plan 
     Justification:  To obtain the capacity and technical knowledge to create the infrastructure 


for the exchange. 
     Itemized Budget: 


Exchange Fiscal Agent Hours Rate Cost 
Impact to 


Current Funding 
Sources 


Exchange Hardware, Software, Rules 
Development and Workflow 


1 ea.  $13,000,000 No Prior Funding 


Plan Interface Development 750 hrs. $100 $75,000 No Prior Funding 
Required Data Feeds (Exchange): State 
and Federal 


2,000 hrs. $100 $200,000 No Prior Funding 


Required Data Feeds (Exchange): Cost 
Sharing 


1,000 hrs. $100 $100,000 No Prior Funding 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Grant Year Two   $13,375,000  


 
Enrollment Fiscal Agent 
     Name of Contractor:     HP Enterprise Systems 
     Method of Selection:     Fiscal Agent responsible for the existing online enrollment 


product. 
     Period of Performance:  Grant Year One 
     Scope of Work:  Contract with HP Enterprise Systems, OHCA fiscal agent to modify and 


enhance the current online enrollment system and develop an integrated intake system 
for WIC (Women, Infants and Children program) and the private insurance carriers 
participating in the Exchange.  Review current rule set structure and mitigate any 
variations from standard. Document standard rule sets and business functions using 
recommended standards. Enhance existing EDI gateway transactions for the exchange 
of insurance information with private carriers and public programs.  Coordinate 
implementation with the HBX of an HL7 gateway with the SoonerCare Health 
Information Technology project.  Create WIC Visa interchange for purchase of WIC 
products at approved retailers. 


     Method of Accountability: Performance contract and project evaluation plan 
     Justification:  To utilize the current Fiscal Agent who developed the initial iteration of the 


Online Enrollment product to design and implement the enhancement. 
     Itemized Budget: 


Enrollment Fiscal Agent Unit Rate Cost 
Impact to Current 
Funding Sources 


Enhancements to EDI 
Gateway to Exchange 
Roster & Eligibility Data 


1 ea.  $75,000 No Prior Funding 


HL7 Gateway Design, 
Development & 
Implementation 


1 ea.  $125,000 No Prior Funding 


eMPI Electronic Master 
Patient Index 


1 ea.  $500,000 Remove from SHIECAP 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


eMPx  Electronic Master 
Provider Index 


1 ea.  $200,000 Remove from SHIECAP 


InRule rules engine License 
& Hardware per month 


12 mo. $7,588 $91,056 
Remove from MMIS FA 


APD Reprocurement 
Online Enrollment 
Application, Workflow and 
Rules Modifications: IO & 
BCC Programs 


1,000 hrs. $100 $100,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


APD Reprocurement 


Online Enrollment 
Application, Workflow & 
Rules Modifications: ACA 


8,000 hrs. $100 $800,000 No Prior Funding 


3 FTE – Resolution Analyst 36 mo. $5,600 $201,600 Remove from SHIECAP 


1 FTE – Rules Analyst 12 mo. $5,886 $70,632 Remove from SHIECAP 
Existing Rules & Business 
Processes document to 
standard 


0 $100 $0 No Prior Funding 


ID Cards - Use WEDI 
standard & encode e-MPI 
number on card 


1,700,000 
cards 


$1.50 $2,550,000 No Prior Funding 


MMIS ACA & State Option 
Medicaid Expansion 


750 hrs. $100 $75,000 No Prior Funding 


Required Data Feeds 
(Medicaid): State & Federal 


300 hrs. $100 $30,000 No Prior Funding 


PHR and Hardware for 
Public & Private Consumers 


2,000,000 $2.4 $4,800,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


ADP Reprocurement 
Dashboard Software & 
Hardware 


1 ea.  $350,000 
Remove from MMIS FA  


ADP Reprocurement 
Call Center Expansion:     


     Customer Service Reps 576 $5,886 $3,390,336 No Prior Funding 


     Call Center Charges 12 mo $60,100 $721,200 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 


     Lan/Telecom 12 mo $160,000 $1,920,000 Remove from MMIS FA 
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Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Contract 


Postage 12 mo $184,000 $2,208,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 
HPES Online Enrollment 
Application, Workflow and 
Rules modifications for 
Non-Medicaid Consumers 1,100 hrs $100 $110,000 


No Prior Funding 


Enrollment Intake  Portal, 
Workflow and Rule Engine 
Modifications for WIC 300 hrs $100 $30,000 


No Prior Funding 


Interface to OSDH System 300 hrs $100 $30,000 No Prior Funding 


Grant Year Two   $18,377,824  


     
Total Grant 
Year Two 


$34,001,038 $34,001,038 N/A  


 
 
Grant Year One 


 
$21,655,070 


Grant Year One $34,001,038 
Total Grant $55,656,108 


 
 







Attachment A:  
Hardware-Servers &  Current MMIS Software 


HARDWARE - SERVERS 


Purpose Manufacturer Model O/S 
Total 


Memory Processor Name CPUs 
Total 
Cores 


Atlantes' Model Office Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


Atlantes' Production Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


COLD Production Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


COLD Test Environment Compaq ProLiant DL360 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
- S         1266MHz 


2 2 


COLD Test Environment VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 
Platform 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


511 MB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           
E7330  @ 2.40GHz 


1 1 


Domain Controller Compaq ProLiant DL580  Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Enterprise Edition 


1.50 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III 
Xeon processor 


1 1 


Domain Controller Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


1 2 


Domain controller HP ProLiant DL140 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.20GHz 


2 4 


Domain security and 
monitoring 


Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


DSS Production (2) Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


DSS Test Environment IBM 679021U Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


254 MB Intel(R) Pentium(R) 4 CPU 
1.80GHz 


1 1 


DSS Test Environment Compaq ProLiant DL320 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 1.50 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 


family      1133MHz 1 1 


Extranet Dell Computer 
Corporation PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 


2003, Standard Edition 4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 2 4 


Extranet    Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 2.00 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 


family      1133MHz 2 2 
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Attachment A:  
Hardware-Servers &  Current MMIS Software 


HARDWARE - SERVERS 


Purpose Manufacturer Model O/S 
Total 


Memory Processor Name CPUs 
Total 
Cores 


Extranet Test 
Environment 


IBM 679021U  Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Web Edition 


1022 MB Intel(R) Pentium(R) 4 CPU 
1.80GHz 


1 1 


Fax Server HP ProLiant DL380 
G5 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.25 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III 
Xeon processor 


2 4 


File server for internet 
servers 


Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.72 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
family      1400MHz 


1 2 


File server for internet 
servers 


Compaq TaskSmart 
N2400 


Microsoft Windows 2000 
Advanced Server 


1023 MB Intel Pentium III processor 2 2 


File storage repository Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


Firewall support and 
control 


Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


1 2 


iCE Development Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


iCE ITF Environment Dell Inc. PowerEdge 2950 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.99 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU            
5150  @ 2.66GHz 


2 2 


iCE Model Office Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.00 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
family      1400MHz 


1 2 


iCE Production (3) HP ProLiant DL580 
G5 


 Microsoft® Windows Server® 
2008 Datacenter 


64.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           
E7440  @ 2.40GHz 


4 16 


iCE Test Environment - -   0 b Not Assigned 0   


Internet front end Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.75 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
family      1400MHz 


1 2 


Internet front end Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


Intrusion Prevention VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 
Platform 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.62 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           
E7330  @ 2.40GHz 


1 1 


K2 Production Dell Inc. PowerEdge 2950 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.99 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU            
5160  @ 3.00GHz 


1 2 
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Attachment A:  
Hardware-Servers &  Current MMIS Software 


HARDWARE - SERVERS 


Purpose Manufacturer Model O/S 
Total 


Memory Processor Name CPUs 
Total 
Cores 


K2 Test Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.75 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
family      1400MHz 


2 2 


Medai Web Server HP ProLiant DL360 
G5 


 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Enterprise Edition 


3.25 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III 
Xeon processor 


2 8 


MMIS front end support Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


1 2 


Network monitoring Intel S28  Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Web Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
2.80GHz 


2 4 


Network server backup Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


1 2 


Online Enrollment (3) HP ProLiant DL380 
G6 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.99 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III 
Xeon processor 


2 8 


Patch server for 
maintaining servers 


VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 
Platform 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           
E7330  @ 2.40GHz 


1 1 


Phone system support IBM 679021U Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1022 MB Intel(R) Pentium(R) 4 CPU 
1.80GHz 


1 1 


Phone voice response 
(2) 


American 
Megatrends Inc. 


Atlantis  Microsoft Windows 2000 Server 1023 MB Intel Pentium III processor 2 2 


Remote dial in for 
website 


Compaq -   0 b Not Assigned   0 


RRI (6) Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


SQL server Dell Computer 
Corporation PowerEdge 6850  Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 


2003, Enterprise Edition 20.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.00GHz 4 16 


SQL server VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 
Platform 


 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Enterprise Edition 3.75 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           


X7350  @ 2.93GHz 2 4 


Terminal Server for 
OHCA field staff VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 


Platform 
Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 383 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 


3.60GHz 1 1 
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Hardware-Servers &  Current MMIS Software 
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HARDWARE - SERVERS 


Purpose Manufacturer Model O/S 
Total 


Memory Processor Name CPUs 
Total 
Cores 


Terminal server for 
remote user access 


Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


Text to Speech server Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 
500SC 


 Microsoft Windows 2000 Server 1023 MB Intel Pentium III processor 1 1 


 


SOFTWARE 


Software Vendor Version Function 
Oracle Oracle 10.2.0.3 RDBMS 
ETG Ingenix 6 Episode Treatment Grouper 
MapInfo Pitney Bowes 14.2 Address to Long/Lat conversion 
ACG John Hopkins 8.1 Adjusted Clinical Grouper 
Autosys CA 4.5 Batch Job Scheduler 
DRG MedAssets v27 Diagnosis code grouper 
HBOC McKesson 8.5.43.1 Claim Check 
C Compiler Sun Studio 11   
COBOL Compiler Micorofocus 4.0.1 sp2   
Otsort Optech 2003a   
Pkware PKWARE 3 Zip and UNZIP utilities 
X12 Translator Sybase 4.2.3   
Atlantes HP 9 Care Management 
RRI SunGard Formworks 4 Optical Recognition 
Business Objects SAP     
Excelcius       


 







Attachment B:  
Performance Measures 


Examples of Preliminary Project Performance Measures: 
Objective Measure Methods/Data Sources Measure Owner Initial Target 


Complete each identified phase 
within timeline 


Percent of phase completed Two week reporting of phase 
status to project manager 


Phase coordinator To be decided 


Complete each individual project 
phase deliverable 


Percent completion of risk 
analysis 


Weekly reporting of risk analysis 
status to project manager 
through completion of analysis 


Phase coordinator To be decided 


Begin SDLC reviews within 
timeline 


Date review started Report start date to project 
manager 


Phase Coordinator To be decided 


Remain within cost estimate for 
phase 


Percent of budget used for phase Cost of phase divided by cost 
budgeted for phase 


Phase Coordinator To be decided 


 
Examples of Preliminary Program Performance Measures 


Objective Measure Methods/Data Sources Measure Owner Initial Target 
Connect with state and federal 
resources for data verification 
and validation purposes 


Cooperative agreements executed 
with:  OSDH, ODMHSAS, IRS, OID, 
Private Contractors, OHIET, etc. 


Contracts Development Project Manager To be decided 


Transparent communication with 
stakeholders 


Number of individuals entering the 
web portal 


Systems Enrollment Report Project Manager To be decided 


Efficient consumer service 
through online transactions 


Percent of individuals completing 
application online 


Completed applications divided 
by number of individuals entering 
the web portal 


HBX Enrollment Manager To be decided 


 


Percent of applicants who receive 
an eligibility determination online 
at the time of application 
submission 


System design will include 
reporting mechanism to capture 
this data 


HBX Enrollment Manager 100% 


Promote private sector 
participation through ease of use 
and accuracy 


Number of participating health 
plans 


Systems Third Party 
Participation Report HBX Program Manager To be decided 


 Number of individuals who utilize 
third party assistance 


Systems Individual Applications 
Report 


HBX Program Manager To be decided 
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Attachment C: 
Organizational Chart  


Oklahoma Health Infrastructure And Exchange Project 
 
 


OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE 
AUTHORITY 


Contract Services Director 
Lynn Puckett 


OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE 
AUTHORITY 


Planning & Development 
Manager 


Buffy Heater 


Technical Project Manager Exchange Project Manager Operations Project Manager 


Senior Systems 
Analyst 


Senior Systems 
Analyst 


Administrative Assistant 


OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE 
AUTHORITY 


Eligibility Automation & Data 
Integrity Manager 


Richard Evans 


Senior Systems 
Analyst 


Senior Systems 
Analyst 


Senior Systems 
Analyst 


Financial Analyst 


 







Attachment D:  
Work Plan 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person Anticipated Results 
Evaluation/ 


Measurement 
Task 1: Hire project staff & complete contractual arrangements    
Action Step 1.1 
Hire project staff & 
complete contracts with 
consultants & IT 
contractors.. 


Notice of grant award 
February 15, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& OHCA Staff 


Qualified staff will be 
hired   & specialized 
consultants & 
contractors sought via 
RFP. 


Staff positions filled by 
March 31, 2011, contracts 
completed by April 30, 
2011. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 2: Complete Project Startup Review (PSR)*    
Action Step 2.1 
Identify acquisition 
sources for the project.  


Notice of grant award 
February 15, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& OHCA Staff 


Sources for project 
supplies, commercial 
products sought via RFP. 


Necessary RFPs issued to 
fulfill project acquisition 
needs.   


Action Step 2.2 
Define high-level 
overview of the business 
process.  Identify basic 
business & technical 
risks/ issues. 


Notice of grant award 
February 15, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& OHCA Staff 


Business processes that 
may be impacted are 
outlined & risk categories 
for the project defined.  


Consensus reached for 
establishment of business 
processes.  Risk issues 
such as cost, scope, 
security & technology 
named. 


Action Step 2.3 
The issue that the project 
will address & 
alternatives identified.  
Initial performance 
measures developed.  


Notice of grant award 
February 15, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& OHCA Staff 


The purpose, goals, 
options & scope of the 
project defined; 
performance measures 
written. 


The entities & people 
impacted by the project 
clearly identified; 
measurable outcomes 
written,  


Action Step 2.4 
PSR briefings presented 
to OCIIO. 


TBD OHIEP project managers  
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on 
project progress. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of goals, 
plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 3: Conduct gap analysis of current status of OHIEP  & complete Architectural Review (AR)* 
Action Step 3.1 


Research public & private 
plan options; Identify 
needed regulatory 
changes 


February 15th through 
February 15th through 
March, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& consultants 


Public & private coverage 
options with current 
premiums created; 
Proposed legislative 
changes identified 


Availability & costs of 
public & private plans 
reported to group. 
Requests for needed 
legislation forwarded to 
appropriate government 
officials. 


Action Step 3.2 
OE core data gap analysis 
& required remediation  


February 15th through 
March, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& consultants 


“As is” overview of 
current OE system 
created.  


Initial systems change 
needs identified. 


Action Step 3.3 
Develop business process 
models, architectural 
diagrams & begin project 


February 15- March 16, 
2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& consultants 


Business process models 
of project infrastructure 
& scope developed; 
Implementation 


Business process models 
& requirements are 
approved by 
stakeholders.  
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Attachment D:  
Work Plan 


requirements document.  requirements defined. Architectural diagrams 
provide for efficient 
progress 


Action Step 3.4 
AR briefings presented to 
OCIIO 


March 16, 2011 OHIEP project managers  
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on 
project progress. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of goals, 
plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 4: Create project taskforce for steering committee & conduct Product Baseline Review (PBR)* 
Action Step 4.1 
Initial meeting held to 
form steering committee; 
Hold quarterly meetings 
to keep committee 
engaged & informed. 


February 28, 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Formal workgroup 
created & will 
productively participate 
in developing options for 
project success 


Workgroup will refine 
work plan to assist 
meeting project goals. 


Action Step 4.2 


Create project process 
agreement & conduct IS 
risk assessment 


March to April 13, 2011 
Project steering 
committee 


Charter agreement 
between stakeholders 
written.  Evaluation of 
security controls & risk 
levels acknowledged. 


Stakeholders are in 
agreement about the 
project focus.  Accurate 
List of threats with 
recommended 
safeguards.   


Action Step 4.3 
 Develop project 
management plan, 
schedule & release plan 


March to April 13, 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Detailed plans, & 
procedures for managing 
the life cycle of the 
project developed.   


Processes & approaches 
for managing the project 
clearly defined.  Modules 
released as developed. 


Action Step 4.4  
PBR briefings presented 
to OCIIO 


April 13, 2011 OHIEP project managers  
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person Anticipated Results 
Evaluation/ 


Measurement 
Task 5: Collect, analyze & report data regarding the current status of OHIEP 
Action Step 5.1 
Conduct insurance 
carrier focus groups & 
survey. Present findings 
to steering committee. 


April 16, 2011 through 
October 31, 2011 


OHIEP Project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Focus group studies 
conducted, survey 
responses informative. 


Interim findings do assist 
in developing options to 
create Health Benefit 
Exchange 


Action Step 5.2 
Develop options, & models 
to provide access to the 
Health Benefit Exchange 
to all citizens. 


October 1, 2011 through 
January 31, 2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Options, strategies & 
models for access to the 
Health Benefit Exchange 
are finalized 


Options, strategies & 
models for the Health 
Benefit Exchange remove 
identified barriers to 
access. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 6: Create systems strategy analysis & conduct Preliminary Design Review (PDR)*    
Action Step 6.1 April to May 2011 OHIEP project managers, Necessary changes to OE Requirements analysis of 
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Work Plan 


Review OE business rules, 
use case, documentation 
gap & remediation.  
Perform rules engine 
alignment. 


consultants & OHCA staff rules identified.  
Standards aligned with 
new requirements 


OE conducted.  Rules 
engine standards meet 
necessary regulations for 
implementation. 


Action Step 6.2 


Create system security 
plan, test plan & 
traceability matrix.  


April 17, 2011 to June 8, 
2011 


OHIEP Project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Overall approach to be 
used to test all functions 
& requirements of the 
system.  Strategy for 
security plan devised. 


All aspects of the system 
are successfully tested & 
federal standards are 
met. 


Action Step 6.3 


Develop logical data 
model, technical 
architecture diagrams & 
data use agreements. 


April 17, 2011 to June 8, 
2011 


OHIEP Project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Scope of the system 
development project 
defined. Technical 
architecture diagrams 
created.  Data use 
agreements approved by 
all partners. 


Logical Data Model is 
initiated.  Diagrams depict 
needed interfaces & 
connections.  Data use 
policies & procedures 
clearly represented. 


Action Step 6. 4 


PDR briefings presented 
to OCIIO 


June 8, 2011 OHIEP Project managers 
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 7: Define system detail requirements & conduct Detailed Design Review (DDR)*    
Action Step 7.1 


Create system design, 
interface control & 
database design 
documents 


June to September 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Technical system design 
specifications created.  
Source & target systems 
for the interface are 
identified. Impact from 
other systems noted.  


High-level overview of the 
system architecture 
created.  Preliminary 
interface requirements 
clearly defined.  The basic 
design approach is 
analyzed.  


Action Step 7.2 


Develop physical data 
model & review 
automated code review 
results 


June to September 2011 OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Artifacts required to 
achieve performance 
goals defined.  Source 
code checks for 
compliance are reviewed. 


Data design takes into 
account the facilities & 
constraints of the 
system.  Areas of 
compliance & non- 
compliance are identified. 


Action Step 7.3 


Define data management 
& data conversion plans.  


June to September 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Strategy created for data 
management to provide 
accurate information. 
Rationale & boundaries 
for the data conversion 
effort defined.  


Data management plan 
provides guidance for 
resource management & 
protection. Successful 
mapping of the data  to be 
converted to the new 
system accomplished.  


Action Step 7.4 
Begin development of 
Phase I dashboard, 
federal & state level data 


February to October 2011 OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Requirements analysis of 
Phase I systems 
development conducted. 
Database migration 


Requirements approved & 
system coding begins. 
Requirements for eMPI & 
eMPx meet standards & 
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feeds & SoonerCare  ACA 
integration. Develop 
harmonized eMPI & eMPx 


designed & analyzed. requirements. 


Action Step 7.5 
DDR briefings presented 
to OCIIO 


September 14, 2011 OHIEP project managers 
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 8: Finalize system detail requirements & conduct Final Detailed Design Review (DDR)*   
Action Step 8.1 


Create system design, 
interface control & 
database design 
documents 


September to December 
2011 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Technical system design 
specifications created.  
Source & target systems 
for the interface are 
identified. Impact from 
other systems noted.  


System architecture 
created.  Interface 
requirements clearly 
defined.  The basic design 
approach is analyzed.  


Action Step 8.2 


Develop physical data 
model, data management 
& data conversion plans 


September to December 
2011 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Artifacts required to 
achieve performance 
goals defined.  Strategy 
created for data 
management & 
conversion defined. 


Final design takes into 
account the facilities & 
constraints of the 
system. Data 
management plan 
provides guidance for 
management & 
protection. 


Action Step 8.3 
Create call center 
enhancement Develop 
rules engine & process 
for commercial carriers. 


June to December 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Systems for call center 
improved. Rules & 
process for commercial 
products defined. 


Call center system meets 
standards. Requirements 
for interface with 
commercial products 
successful. 


Action Step 8.4 
Define online application 
remediation & create 
enrollment application for 
commercial products. 


June to December 2011 OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Changes to OE identified 
to allow for integration of 
enrollment application for 
commercial products. 


Smooth transition for 
commercial carrier 
enrollment visualized & 
defined.  


Action Step 8.5 
Develop approved benefit 
package system 


June to December 2011 OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Benefit tiers & 
qualifications identified. 


Consensus reached for 
development of tier 
system. 


Action Step 8.6 


Review automated code 
review results  


September to December 
2011 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Source code checks for 
compliance within rules 
are reviewed. 


Areas of compliance & 
non- compliance are 
identified for project 
development. 


Action Step 8.7 
DDR briefings presented 
to OCIIO 


September to December 
2011 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person Anticipated Results 
Evaluation/ 


Measurement 
Task 9: Begin phase II system development    
Action Step 9.1 July 2011 to January 2012 OHIEP project managers, Process for commercial System capable of 
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Commercial premium 
process & IRS interface 
defined. 


consultants & OHCA staff premium identification & 
IRS tax credit notification 
outlined. 


integrating premium & 
IRS information. 


Action Step 9.2 


Dashboard Phase II with 
potential WIC integration, 
federal & state level data 
feeds created 


August 2011 to February 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Requirements analysis of 
Phase II systems 
development & data 
exchange with state & 
federal sources 
completed. 


Requirements approved & 
system coding begins. 


Action Step 9.3 
Integrate Insure 
Oklahoma Individual Plan 
(IP) with OE. 


September 2011 to July 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Roadmap to merge IP 
members into OE defined. 


Insure Oklahoma IP 
members transitioned 
into OE. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 10: Conduct Pre-Operational Readiness Review (Pre-ORR) & Operational Readiness Review (ORR)*   


Action Step 10.1 


Create contingency & 
implementation plans.  
Conduct Final Review 


December 2011 to October 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Strategy to be used to 
respond to any 
interruption to the 
system planned & ready.  


System is capable of 
operating without 
interruption. 


Action Step 10.2 


Complete Inter/Intra-
agency Agreement(s) 
(IAs) & Finalize Test Case 
Specification 


December 2011 to October 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Agreements between 
partner agencies are 
finalized.  Final 
requirements for specific 
tests identified. 


Consensus reached by all 
& agreements ready to be 
signed. Testing 
procedures implemented. 


Action Step 10.3 


 Create Training Plan & 
Finalize user, operations 
& maintenance manuals. 


December 2011 to October 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Manuals receive final 
approval. Training plan 
for users implemented. 


Manuals are ready & 
available for distribution 
to users. Training of core 
users achieved. 


Action Step 10.4 


 Integration & end-to-end 
testing cycles completed.  
Defect reports complete. 


December 2011 to June 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Testing is complete 
according to 
requirements.  Defects 
reports reviewed. 


System confirmation that 
the solution works 
correctly from end to 
end. System defects 
corrected for smooth 
implementation. 


Action Step 10.5 


 Test summary & security 
testing results reviewed. 


December 2011 to June 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Completed report of 
testing process & results. 
Evaluation of system 
security completed. 


Successful testing cycle 
reported. System 
security meets standards 
& requirements.  


Action Step 10.6 


Pre-ORR briefings 
presented to OCIIO 


June 13, 2012 OHIEP project managers 
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 







Attachment E: Job Descriptions 
 


Operations Project Manager 
Position Purpose: The Operations Project Manager (OPM) provides oversight & guidance in the 
planning & development of the infrastructure necessary for the Oklahoma Health Insurance 
Exchange project. Oversees the assessment, policy development, program planning, & research 
& evaluation activities of the infrastructure project. The OPM will develop, strengthen & 
coordinate a strategic approach to policy development; introduce economic analysis as a routine 
component of assessment, evaluation & policy development activities; & build capacity for 
program evaluation. Participates in the identification of key strategic opportunities & interfaces 
with executive staff, staff &/or government agency officials in the representation & development 
of strategic planning. The OPM will develop an infrastructure to oversee & coordinate with other 
agency functions & provide services & support to the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange 
project.  
Principle Activities:  
 Develops, leads, directs & evaluates the strategic direction/overall business plan.  
 Works in close collaboration with partners & stakeholders, health care professionals & 


participating agencies in developing & facilitating a political understanding of the principles 
& practices underlying Federally funded health care delivery systems. 


 Writes reports for Federal & State purposes on project status, developments & challenges 
encountered to date. Interacts with State & Federal officials to ensure the necessary 
quantitative, qualitative & required Federal reporting is filed timely. 


 Assists in identifying groups, agencies & individuals that could be impacted in the planning 
process & facilitates participation of interested groups. Meets with State & Federal officials 
in the development & approval of strategies & options. 


 Directs the development of new outreach material; ensures that these materials are in 
compliance with existing State & Federal regulations. 


o Conducts research in order to compile & analyze data on economic & social 
regulatory factors that may affect the feasibility & scope of proposed initiatives. 


 Coordinates with HHS, CMS & other regulatory agencies on grants, new initiatives & other 
special projects to ensure adherence to laws & policy.  


 Establishes timeframes needed to complete projects according to Federal, State &/or agency 
management deadlines.  


 Maintains knowledge of current trends & developments (internal/external educational 
programs or professional meetings); revising existing practices as necessary. 


 Coordinates, facilitates & leads groups in the completion of projects, including workgroups 
comprised of personnel, at all levels, from other units, divisions or agencies for the purpose 
of discussion &/or consensus concerning specific projects. 


 Reviews proposed legislation & recommends changes; may act as a legislative liaison.  
 Oversees contractual agreements; monitors contractor performance & productivity. 
Qualifications: Skills in interpreting regulations & applying them, effective oral & written 
communication, ability to organize one’s work or that of others so that established time frames 
can be met with available resources; skills in interpreting the impact & implementation of 
decisions within the organization’s structure.  Able to develop & maintain effective working 
relationships with other public & private service providers, affiliates & the general public. 
Advanced level skills in management & public health concepts. Must have various technical 
software experience. 
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Education &/or Experience: Bachelors Degree required in a related field (e.g. Health, Social 
work/service, Public Administration) or advanced education & 7 years of work experience in 
program development & implementation, strategic planning, project development or program 
management, preference given to those with at least 5 years of general supervisory experience; 
or an equivalent combination of education & experience. 
 


Exchange Project Manager 
Position Purpose: The Exchange Project Manager (EPM) will build collaborative working 
relationships with diverse groups (e.g. insurance agent associations, trade associations, state & 
federal agencies, local agencies & advocacy groups) necessary to the development of an 
exchange infrastructure that meets the requirements of the grant & the needs of Oklahoma. The 
EPM will develop an infrastructure to oversee/coordinate with other stakeholders & provide 
services & support to the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange project. The EPM is responsible 
for acting as a liaison to other States, State officials, the Governor, State & Federal legislators, 
partner State & Federal agencies, stakeholder groups & private health insurers; for identifying & 
recommending appropriate action on policy & legislative issues as needed for development & 
implementation of the Exchange; & for coordinating timely implementation of planning 
activities & establishing timeframes needed to complete phases of the project according to 
Federal, State &/or agency management deadlines. 
Principle Activities:  
 Garners support for the Exchange from other States, legislators, State officials, stakeholder 


groups & the general public. Oversees communications & outreach efforts.  
 Ensures that innovative advances accomplished in Oklahoma are made available to other 


States in a timely manner.  
 Identifies & recommends appropriate action on legislative & policy issues for the Exchange 


as needed & assists in the development of policy & procedures for the Exchange. Schedules 
projects to support legislation & regulations that enable & maintain the Exchange. 


 Maintains expertise in all OHCA, State & Federal laws, regulations, policies & procedures 
related to the Exchange. 


 Conducts meetings to present, explain & discuss the development of the Exchange with 
individuals & groups who have varying degrees of familiarity with its purpose, goals & 
impact on health insurance marketplaces. 


 Maintains knowledge of current trends & developments & applies pertinent new knowledge 
to the design & implementation of the Exchange.  


 Attends internal & external educational programs & professional meetings as available for 
collaboration at a national level toward development of Exchange technology. 


Qualifications: Skills in coordinating large complex projects & managing a team; in creating 
consensus among stakeholders; in communicating effectively with legislators, State & Federal 
officials; & in report analysis & coordination duties. Knowledge of analytical, statistical & 
evaluative methods; of theory & methods of statistical research; & of the sources of statistical 
data. Knowledge of & experience in MMIS systems, or in medical claims & claims processing 
systems.  Knowledge of & experience in the use of PC systems & software applications 
including but not limited to: Access, Excel, Word, PowerPoint, Project Manager &/or Business 
Objects & of various applications of technology including spreadsheets, databases, graphical 
presentations, PowerPoint, & query.  
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Education &/or Experience: Bachelor’s degree; two years of experience in Medicaid, a 
managed care program or related health care program; five years of work experience in planning, 
project development or project management; two years of experience as coordinator or director 
of a department/unit. Preference will also be given to individuals with experience in Medicaid 
programs, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, State or Federal Government program 
management experience, project management &/or planning. 
 


Technical Project Manager 
Position Purpose: The Technical Project Manager (TPM) oversees the development & 
implementation of the IT systems architecture, network & databases necessary for the 
infrastructure. The TPM is responsible for ensuring that the Office of the National Coordinator’s 
(ONC) recommended standards & Systems Development Life Cycle (SDLC) frameworks are 
adhered to, including the use of iterative & incremental development methodologies. 
Responsible for the coordination & monitoring of multiple vendors contracted for various 
technical sections of the project; for recognizing & resolving problems at all phases of 
development & implementation; for ensuring the interoperability & standardization necessary for 
use of the systems by other states; for providing research & project design support & training to 
other States & agency partners. The TPM will develop, strengthen & coordinate a strategic 
approach to IT design & development & build capacity for program testing, troubleshooting & 
evaluation.  The TPM will build collaborative working relationships with IT leaders from diverse 
groups (e.g. insurance agent associations, trade associations, other State & Federal agencies, 
local agencies & advocacy groups) leading to the development of a plan forward for the 
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange project. 
Principle Activities:  
 Develops, leads, directs & evaluates the strategic direction/overall technology plan for the 


Exchange.  
 Works in close collaboration with partners & stakeholders in developing & facilitating a 


technical understanding of the principles, practices & standards underlying the technology 
infrastructure for the Exchange. 


 Formulates & oversees technical implementation of the Oklahoma Health Insurance 
Exchange project.  Prepares written reports & recommendations regarding the technical 
status & progress of the program.   


 Oversees the technical strategic planning efforts & assists in formulating & implementing 
technology standards, practices, design, architecture, planning & long-term goals. Reviews & 
researches “best practices” of other States for applicability & inclusion in the program.  


 Accountable for the fulfillment of data processing performed by the contracted fiscal agent, 
including equipment selection & purchase, systems analysis, programming, machine room 
operations & data entry. 


 Oversees & participates in the coordination of the gathering, development, analysis & 
interpretation of technical data & error reports required for planning purposes to ensure 
reliable & accurate performance.  


o Conducts research in order to compile & analyze technical data that may affect the 
feasibility & scope of proposed initiatives. 


 Establishes milestones & timeframes needed to complete projects according to Federal, State 
&/or agency management deadlines.  
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Qualifications: Advanced level skills in project management, planning & staff coordination. 
Knowledge of network architecture & design; identity management processes; MMIS systems; 
methods of interfacing multiple state level data sets; & InRule. Ability to define problems, 
collect data, establish facts & draw valid conclusions.  Ability to interpret an extensive variety of 
technical instructions in mathematical or diagram form & deal with several abstract & concrete 
variables. Ability to create & edit documents & reports using spreadsheet, database, statistical 
analysis & word processing software. Ability to effectively present information & respond to 
questions from groups of managers, clients, customers & the general public.  
Education &/or Experience: Bachelors Degree required in a related field (e.g. Computer 
Science) or advanced education & 5 years experience in computer programming, system analysis 
or defining technical specifications for a large health care related system, program development 
& implementation, strategic planning, project development or program management, preference 
given to those with at least 5 years of general supervisory experience; or an equivalent 
combination of education & experience. 
 


Senior Systems Analyst 
Position Purpose: The Senior Systems Analyst oversees & assists in the development & 
implementation of the IT systems architecture, network & databases necessary for the Exchange. 
The senior systems analyst is responsible for overseeing & participating in the gathering, 
development & analysis of data required for planning purposes to ensure successful results; for 
recognizing & resolving problems at all phases of Exchange development & implementation; for 
performing research, analyzing & evaluating data & compiling information from a wide variety 
of sources; for preparing material pertinent to the evaluation of development of the Exchange; & 
for providing research & project design support & training to other States & agency partners. 
Principle Activities:  
 Oversees & assists in the design, development & maintenance of the technology & network 


systems, including data exchanges with third parties, which support the Exchange.  
 Researches & investigates special areas of concern, including interoperability of Exchange 


technology modules with varied enrollment & eligibility systems. Reviews technical 
literature, laws & regulations & makes recommendations for changes to the Exchange. 


 Conducts frequent evaluations of Exchange issues & provides problem-solving assistance to 
ensure timely achievement of project goals & milestones.  


 Interprets technical guidance from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services & the 
Department of Health & Human Services & collaborates & consults with other States to 
incorporate shared knowledge & innovations into design & problem solving for the 
Exchange project.  


 Acts as liaison between the Exchange & State & Federal agencies providing access to data, 
such as the Oklahoma Employment Security Commission, the Social Security 
Administration, the Internal Revenue Service & US Citizenship & Immigration Services, 
among others, in order to develop a common understanding of how best to operate data 
exchanges. 


 Designs & performs troubleshooting processes that detect & prevent errors in the 
developmental & testing stages of the Exchange. 


Qualifications: Skills in network architecture & design; knowledge of standard X12N 
transaction codes; experience interfacing multiple state level data sets; proficiency using InRule 
to create rules engines; knowledge of identity management processes; & knowledge of & 
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experience in MMIS systems. Ability to work with mathematical concepts such as probability & 
statistical inference, & to apply concepts to practical situations. Ability to interpret an extensive 
variety of technical instructions in mathematical or diagram form & deal with several abstract & 
concrete variables. Ability to design, create & use database application & reporting programs, as 
well as extraction programs using Medicaid MMIS.  
Education &/or Experience: Bachelor’s degree, five years of work experience in web 
development &/or systems architecture; & two years of experience in Health Care Procedures 
(e.g. Federal/State Health Policy) or Medicaid, Medicare or private health insurance data 
systems.  
 


Financial Analyst 
Position Purpose: The Financial Analyst (FA) plans & organizes the financial functions for 
operation of the Oklahoma Exchange. The FA has direct oversight & accountability for all 
administrative & financial programs related to the Exchange, including the preparation of 
financial statements & federal reports. Performs technical work involving review & analysis 
related to the operations & administration of the grant.  Works with grant staff to ensure 
appropriate classification, payment, problem resolution, tracking & reporting of expenditures.  
Performs research & presents financial information as requested.  Assists in the tracking & 
reporting of performance information related to financial program & project evaluation.  
Principle Activities: 
 Prepares financial documents in accordance with state & federal accounting & reporting 


requirements & in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.   
 Assists in the preparation of fiscal impact analysis; prepares summary data & justification of 


budgetary programs for the Exchange. 
 Assists in long-range fiscal planning & in the development & implementation of fiscal 


policies & procedures related to the Exchange. 
 Assists & maintains financial documents relating to cost reports of long-term facilities & 


develops accounting procedures to monitor any federal requirements or restrictions of 
expenditures. 


 Maintains control of transactions initiated which interface with the fiscal agent’s computer 
system. Monitors accuracy of processing & ensures transactions are completed in accordance 
with agency policy & state & federal guidelines. 


 Responds to oral & written inquiries & assists in training other staff on finance issues related 
to the Exchange. 


Qualifications: Ability to read, analyze & interpret common technical, financial & legal reports 
or documents.  Ability to effectively present information to top management &/or public groups. 
Ability to apply analytical methodologies, including computation of rate, ratio, cost allocation, & 
percent & to draw & interpret bar graphs. Ability to define problems, collect data, establish facts 
& draw valid conclusions. Knowledge of & experience in the use of PC systems & software 
applications including but not limited to Access, Excel & Word. 
Education &/or Experience: BA/BS in accounting, finance, business administration or a 
closely related field which must have included 12 semester hours in accounting; & 3 years of 
professional level experience in budgeting, accounting, auditing, or finance. 


 
Administrative Assistant 
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Position Purpose: The Administrative Assistant acts as office manager for the Oklahoma Health 
Insurance Exchange. Communicates with State officials, State agencies, stakeholders & other 
health care professionals to set up meetings & gather documentation for meeting participants. 
Transcribes meeting communication & develops organizational method to outsource the 
documentation to meeting participants. Maintains the Exchange’s central files & records & 
retrieves/prepares relevant information for administrative personnel. Oversees the office 
resources, monitors all office machines & provides maintenance resolution when needed. 
Provides other administrative & clerical duties.  
Principle Activities:  


 Initiates oral &/or written communication with State officials, State agencies, 
stakeholders & other health care professionals concerning conference calls, meeting 
times, etc. Aggressively responds to questions & responses following the Oklahoma 
Health Insurance Exchange polices & procedures & HIPAA regulations.  


 Prepares agendas, analytical & statistical reports, graphs, overhead presentations & other 
necessary documentation for conferences & meetings, both internal & external.  


 Ensures timely transcription of meeting commentary & organizes the information to the 
appropriate software in order to effectively communicate documentation to the necessary 
meeting participants. 


 Maintains the Exchange’s central files, using the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange’s 
polices & procedures & in accordance with HIPAA regulations. 


 Coordinates the purchasing & inventory of office resources; monitors all office copy 
machines, fax machines, black & white printers, color printers, telephone systems, 
computer hardware & other office machines; provides or contacts the appropriate 
maintenance consultant(s) as needed. 


 Answers telephones, utilizes software calendar settings to set up meetings, & other 
necessary administrative & clerical functions. 


Qualifications: Skills in applying & upholding office polices & procedures; effective oral & 
written communication; ability to organize one’s work & that of others so that established time 
frames can be met with available resources; able to develop & maintain effective working 
relationships with public & private sectors. Must be able to demonstrate a high degree of 
discretion & interpersonal skills in both verbal & written communication.  
Education &/or Experience: Bachelors of Science degree & one year of professional or 
technical administrative support experience in business or public administration.  


 
 







Attachment F:  
Acronyms 


Advanced Planning Documents APD 


American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 ARRA 


Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services CMS 


Commercial Off the Shelf Software Products COTS 


Electronic Master Patient index eMPi 


Electronic Master Provider index eMPx 


Employer Sponsored Insurance ESI 


Federal Information Processing Standards FIPS 


Federal Poverty Level FPL 


Fiscal Agent FA 


Health Benefit Exchange Cooperative Agreement Project HBXCAP 


Health Care for the Uninsured Board HUB 


Health Information Exchange HIE 


Health Information Security and Privacy Collaborative HISPC 


Health Information Technology HIT 


Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 HIPAA 


Hewlett Packard Enterprise Systems HPES 


Individual Plan IP 


Information Technology IT 


Insure Oklahoma IO 


Internal Revenue Service  IRS 


Medicaid Management Information System MMIS 


Medicaid Information Technology Architecture MITA 


Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services ODMHSAS 


Oklahoma Health Care Authority OHCA 


Oklahoma Health Information Exchange Trust OHIET 


Oklahoma Health Infrastructure and Exchange Project OHIEP 


Oklahoma Hospital Association OHA 


Oklahoma Insurance Department OID 


Oklahoma State Department of Health OSDH 


Oklahoma State University-Center for Health Sciences OSU-CHS 


Online Enrollment OE 


Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act ACA 


Personal Health Record PHR 


Request For Proposal RFP 


Service Efforts and Accomplishments SEA 


Social Security Administration SSA 


State Coverage Initiative SCI 


State Health Information Exchange Cooperative Agreement Program SHIECAP 


State Medicaid Health Information Technology Plan SMHP 


State-Designated Entity SDE 


Systems Development Life Cycle SDLC 


University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center OUHSC 


Workgroup for Electronic Data Interchange WEDI 
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Dashboard - Phase I Mar-11 Mar-11 Apr-11 Apr-11 May-11 Jun-11 Jun-11 Jul-11 Aug-11 
OE Business Rules, Use Case & 
Process Documentation Gap and 
Remediation 


Mar-11 Mar-11 
Mar-11    
thru    


Apr-11 
Apr-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


May-11 
May-11 May-11 May-11 May-11 


OE Core Data Gap Analysis & 
Required Remediation  Mar-11 Mar-11 


Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Rules Engine & Process 
Development for Commercial 
Carriers 


Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    
Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Dashboard Phase II Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru 


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Federal Level Data Feeds Phase II Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


State Level Data Feeds Phase II Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Carrier Enrollment Application 
Interfaces Mar-11 Mar-11 


Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Approved Benefit Package System Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Commercial Premium Process Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Online Enrollment Enhancement for 
Private Carrier Intake Oct-11 Nov-11 


Dec-11    
thru     


Jan-12 


Feb-12   
thru   


Mar-12 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


IRS  Processes Mar-11 Apr-11 
Apr-11   
thru    


Jun-11 
Jul-11 


Aug-11   
thru   


Sep-11 


Oct-11   
thru   


Nov-11 
Jan-13 Dec-12 Jan-13 


WIC Integration Mar-11 Apr-11 
Mar-11    
thru    


Apr-11 


May-11    
thru    


Jun-11 


Jul-11   
thru   


Mar-12 


Apr-12   
thru     


Jun-12 
Jul-12 Aug-12 Aug-12 
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Insure Oklahoma Individual Plan 
integration with OE Feb-11 Feb-11 Mar-11 


Mar-11   
thru   


Apr-11 


May-11   
thru   


Dec-11 


Dec-11   
thru   


Feb-12 
Mar-12 May-12 Jun-12 


Call Center for Exchange Jul-11 Jul-11 Mar-12 Apr-12 
May-12   
thru   


Oct-12 
Nov-12 Dec-13 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Phase I Federal Level Data Feeds Jul-11 Aug-11 Aug-11 Sep-11 
Oct-11    
thru    


Jan-12 


Feb-12   
thru   


Mar-12 
Apr-12 May-12 Jun-12 


Phase I State Level Data Feeds Jul-11 Aug-11 Aug-11 Sep-11 
Oct-11    
thru    


Jan-12 


Feb-12   
thru   


Mar-12 
Apr-12 May-12 Jun-12 


Harmonized eMPI Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


Jun-11   
thru   


Aug-11 


Sep-11   
thru   


Nov-11 


Dec-11   
thru     


Jan-12 
Feb-12 Mar-12 Mar-12 


Harmonized eMPx Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


Jun-11   
thru   


Aug-11 


Sep-11   
thru   


Nov-11 


Dec-11   
thru     


Jan-12 
Feb-12 Mar-12 Mar-12 


 







Attachment H:  
Key Personnel  


Name Title Division Agency Education Experience* 


Lynn Puckett 
Contract Services 


Director 
Information 


Services OHCA BS 19 yrs 6 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: accountable for the fulfillment of data processing performed by the contracted fiscal agent, 
including equipment selection and purchase, systems analysis, programming, machine room operations and data entry, 
establishes priorities for systems development and data processing projects in accordance with departmental 
requirements; develops plans for future utilization of data processing services in the overall agency program, provide 
for liaison with users of data processing services; develops improved techniques and methods for agency activities 
making more efficient use of data processing techniques to complement other processes 


Richard Evans 


Eligibility 
Automation and 
Data Integrity 


Manager 


Information 
Services OHCA BA 13 yrs 8 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: create, implement, and manage a new automated Information Technology (IT) eligibility 
system for Title XIX and Title XXI Medicaid programs, provide advanced program and technical leadership, represent a 
state agency on various internal and external working committees, provide expert advice and recommendation on 
integrating IT programs with other business programs, track performance metrics including solution performance, 
capacity and other key metrics through the lifecycle of eligibility products developed by the unit   


Andy Chase 
Data Processing 


Analyst / Planning 
Specialist IV 


Information 
Services OHCA BS 11 yrs 5 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: supervises a group of DP Analyst/Planning Specialist I and II and fiscal agent system 
engineers and business analysts that performs planning and analysis and implementation of various data processing 
plans,  performs a wide range of analysis related to a complete operating system which involves the coordination of 
multiple projects to completion, strong emphasis is placed on coordinating policy and identifying user needs, then 
developing adequate systems design and implementation plans to meet those needs 


Matt Lucas 
Director of Insure 


Oklahoma 
Program 


Insure Oklahoma OHCA MBA 20 yrs 5 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: builds collaborative working relationships with diverse groups (e.g. insurance agent 
associations, trade associations, other state agencies, local agencies and advocacy groups), develops and implements 
long term goals, programs and initiatives that will have statewide impact, develops infrastructure within OHCA in order 
to oversee and coordinate with other interagency functions, coordinates with other state, federal and community 
agencies 


Derek Lieser 
Chief Project 


Manager 


CMS 
Establishment 


Grant for 
Exchanges 


ODMHSAS grantee MPH 6 yrs 10 mos 
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QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: provides oversight and guidance in planning and the development of projects, participates 
in the identification of key strategic opportunities, and interfaces with executive staff, staff, and/or government agency 
officials in the representation and development of strategic projects, planning, and programs, participates in the 
establishment of integrated strategies and policies  


Nicole 
Prieto Johns 


Chief Project 
Manager 


CMS 
Establishment 


Grant for 
Exchanges 


ODMHSAS grantee MPA 7 yrs 1 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: provides oversight and guidance in planning and the development of projects, participates 
in the identification of key strategic opportunities, and interfaces with executive staff, staff, and/or government agency 
officials in the representation and development of strategic projects, planning, and programs, participates in the 
establishment of integrated strategies and policies  


Adolph Maren 
Senior Planning 
Coordinator / 


Project Manager 


Policy, Planning 
and Integrity OHCA MA 3 yrs 9 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: responsible for coordinating the systematic planning and development of projects as well 
as their prioritization in such areas as policy impact, information systems needs, and reporting by the unit and division 
for data analysis and statistical reporting,  facilitates the development of complex projects  


Buffy Heater 
Planning and 
Development 


Manager 


Policy, Planning 
and Integrity OHCA MPH 8 yrs 4 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: provides oversight and guidance in planning and the development of projects for the 
agency, participates in the identification of key strategic opportunities, and interfaces with executive staff, staff, and/or 
government agency officials in the representation and development of strategic projects, planning, and programs, 
participates in the establishment of integrated strategies and policies for the agency, manages and leads a team of 
professionals in performing planning services for the agency, coordinates the strategic planning efforts of the agency 
with the planning efforts of the unit 


* Years of experience include those consecutive years working at the OHCA. Additional experience outside of the OHCA 
may apply. 


** Qualifications and skills listed are applicable to the person's current position. Additional qualifications and skills may 
apply. 


 
























































































































































































































































































































































distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Katie Altshuler
To: "glenn.coffee@sos.ok.gov"
Subject: Fw: Exchange follow up
Date: Thursday, January 20, 2011 5:59:39 PM
Attachments: Early Adopter Grant (one file).pdf

OHIEP Grant Submission.pdf

FYI

From: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
To: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thu Jan 20 17:38:40 2011
Subject: Exchange follow up 

Katie,

 

Please find attached the two grant applications. One for the approved planning grant and the other one

for the pending early innovator grant. Also, I just want to reconfirm that the Governor has the authority

to make any changes to the principals of either grant and there is a process available through CMS to

make those changes.

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need more information.

 

Thanks,

Nico

 

Nico Gomez
Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Communications, Outreach and Reporting
Oklahoma Health Care Authority
*2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite 1-A
Oklahoma City, OK 73107
 
*Please note new mailing address!!
 
phone:  405-522-7484
fax:  405-530-3482
e-mail: nico.gomez@okhca.org
 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.

mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:glenn.coffee@sos.ok.gov
mailto:nico.gomez@okhca.org



Application title: Oklahoma Health Infrastructure and Exchange Project (OHIEP) 
Applicant organization name: Oklahoma Health Care Authority  
Program applying under: Cooperative Agreements to Support Innovative Exchange Information 
Technology Systems, CFDA: 93.525 
Project Director: Buffy Heater 
Address: Shepherd Mall, 2401 N.W. 23rd Street, Suite 1A, Oklahoma City, OK  73107   
Contact Information: Phone- 405-522-7545; Fax- 405-530-3431 email- Buffy.Heater@okhca.org  
Congressional district(s) served: OK 001- 005 
Organizational Website address: www.okhca.org 
Type of project(s): Cooperative Agreement for IT Infrastructure Development 
Projected date(s) for project(s) completion: October 2012 
The Oklahoma Health Infrastructure and Exchange Project (OHIEP) will create a plan for the 
design and implementation of an exchange for the purpose of connecting all Oklahomans with 
appropriate, affordable, and high quality health insurance coverage. The development of a model 
for eligibility and enrollment via an exchange is the primary goal of this grant initiative. The 
OHIEP aims to develop Oklahoma’s exchange by addressing several key areas of technological 
advancement. There are several critical activities described in this OHIEP proposal, for which a 
total of $55,656,108 grant funds are being requested. These activities include and are not limited 
to: 
(1) Selecting (through competitive bid) a consultant contractor to provide expertise and objective 


development of solutions and alternative options for the OHIEP. The consultant will be 
responsible for activities such as project evaluation, report compiling, monitoring, etc. This 
contract will span the 2 year project period and is anticipated to cost $2,496,000. 


(2) Selecting (through competitive bid) a fiscal agent contractor to provide technical expertise 
and development of systematic solutions for the interfaces with public programs and the 
OHIEP exchange. The contractor will be responsible for activities such as comprehensive 
gap analysis of existing systems such as the Medicaid online enrollment system, 
identification of necessary modifications to integrate pathways of enrollment such as 
Medicaid and non-Medicaid consumers, and creation of standardized formats for data 
exchanges with technological players. This contract will span the 2 year project period and is 
anticipated to cost $31,249,680. 


(3) Selecting (through competitive bid) a fiscal agent contractor to provide technical expertise 
resulting in the establishment of an Oklahoma exchange for the OHIEP. The contractor will 
be responsible for activities such as identification of detailed exchange requirements 
including connectivity with public entities and private health plans, creation of systems to 
track and process tax credits and cost sharing for consumers, development of data sharing 
with federal interfaces, and operational aspects to support the exchange such as call centers 
and field support. This contract will span the 2 year project period and is anticipated to cost 
$19,910,000 


(4) Hiring three project managers to oversee the OHIEP efforts. The project managers will each 
responsibility in the areas of exchange coordination with private health plans, technical 
coordination with contractors, and operational coordination for ancillary support.  


(5) Hiring five data processing analysts to coordinate technical requirements and coding 
performed by the fiscal agent contractor(s). 


(6) Hiring one administrative assistant to perform clerical and organizational duties. 
(7) Hiring one financial analyst to assist with accounting and reporting of grant funds. 



mailto:Buffy.Heater@okhca.org

























 
 


STATE OF WASHINGTON 


DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 
Medicaid Purchasing Administration 


626 8th Avenue, S.E. • P.O. Box 45502 
Olympia, Washington  98504-5502 


 
December 9, 2010 
 
 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight 
 
Re:  Cooperative Agreements to Support Innovative Exchange Information 


Technology Systems 
CFDA: 93.525 


 
Dear Federal Review Team: 
 
On behalf of the state of Washington, this letter expresses our interest and support of 
Oklahoma’s application for Cooperative Agreements to Support Innovative Exchange 
Information Technology Systems.  Oklahoma, through the state’s Medicaid agency, the 
Oklahoma Health Care Authority, has demonstrated their commitment to technological 
advances in the health care field.  
 
Most recently the State of Oklahoma launched an online enrollment system which allows 
residents of the State to apply for state health care services from any computer with 
Internet access.  This system has gained national attention and Oklahoma has 
demonstrated an openness to share their experience and technical knowledge with other 
states.  Since this online enrollment system is already in place for state provided health 
care, it appears to be a natural progression to utilize the same solution as a starting point 
for development of an Exchange IT system.  From our discussions with the State of 
Oklahoma, we believe that the technical solutions they have already implemented may 
have applicability to our State and we are interested in continued collaboration with them.    
 
The State of Washington has observed Oklahoma’s commitment to assisting other states 
by sharing knowledge and technical components.  We look forward to collaborating with 
the State of Oklahoma and are excited to see their final product.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cathie Ott, Deputy Chief Information Officer 
Washington Medicaid and Health Care Authority 
626 8th Avenue SE 
Olympia, Washington 98504-5502 







Project Narrative 
Background and Commitment 


Oklahoma is a state in great need of transformational health insurance and system access 
initiatives.  The state has a history of investment in the information technology (IT) 
infrastructure needed to operate Health Insurance Exchanges and has made it a priority to 
connect individuals and families to both the private insurance marketplaces and public options.  
The Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) developed the Insure Oklahoma Employer-
Sponsored Insurance plan in 2005, working in partnership with private insurance carriers to 
make health insurance accessible and affordable. OHCA has transformed Oklahoma’s publicly 
funded health coverage to operate much like other third party insurers.  This type of transition is 
happening across the country as state Medicaid programs are being viewed more as health 
coverage products.  After all, it is health care, not welfare.  


Previous state initiatives to improve access to health insurance have targeted those most 
at risk of losing or going without health coverage. These efforts have primarily focused on 
Oklahomans working for small businesses, who earn moderate wages under 200 percent of the 
Federal Poverty Level (FPL).  The effect of these initiatives has been overwhelmingly positive as 
demonstrated by the fact the state did not see an overall significant increase in the uninsured last 
year.  The Cooperative Agreement to Support Innovative Exchange Information Technology 
Systems presented by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) provides Oklahoma 
the opportunity to explore more widespread system access and market based changes. The 
development of the Cooperative Agreement in Oklahoma will be referred to as the “Oklahoma 
Health Infrastructure and Exchange Project (OHIEP)”. The following list of recent statewide 
initiatives serves to demonstrate foundational commitment as well as an achieved and advanced 
state of knowledge and readiness upon which the OHIEP will be built.  
 In 2003 and 2004, Oklahoma received Health Resources and Services Administration State 


Planning Grant funds.  With unprecedented support from the Governor and State Legislature, 
Oklahoma’s initiative was to comprehensively collect and analyze the availability of health 
insurance across the state, as well as to develop and implement a premium assistance 
program. The state, alongside the University of Minnesota SHADAC staff, used this process 
to develop new health care coverage information regarding Oklahoma businesses, individual 
attitudes, and opinions on the accessibility and affordability of health insurance and health 
care. 


 In 2005, Oklahoma successfully launched Insure Oklahoma (IO), the state’s first premium 
assistance program. IO serves two populations, employees of small businesses through 
employer sponsored insurance (ESI), and workers without attainable ESI coverage through 
an Individual Plan (IP). The Oklahoma Legislature subsequently authorized a significant 
expansion of the IO program for children in 2007.  


 The state was selected for a State Coverage Initiative (SCI) grant in 2007.  Funded by the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, this grant formed the basis for broad, statewide, public-
private studies to understand and address the health care needs of the state.  The process 
involved broad stakeholder input and led to a set of recommendations which spawned 
additional attention and work to legislative and appropriated needs for health system change. 
The SCI grant ended on July 31, 2009.  


 In 2007, OHCA, the single state Medicaid agency, began developing SoonerCare Online 
Enrollment (OE) in an effort to reach those potentially qualified for coverage and improve 
the efficiency of SoonerCare.  The OE process creates a single-point-of-entry intake that 
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results in the applicant’s real-time eligibility determination. This project was made possible 
by a Transformation Grant from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), in 
October of 2007. OE went live in September 2010.  Over 500,000 SoonerCare members now 
have the opportunity to enroll for coverage in the privacy of their own home, or in a variety 
of community partner locations where they may also obtain technical assistance. 


 In 2008, the Legislature enacted Oklahoma Senate Joint Resolution 41 requiring the 
development of an Oklahoma Health Improvement Plan. Work has been completed on the 
plan which is oriented towards the goals and objectives of Healthy People 2010 and includes 
a series of recommendations for Oklahoma health leaders to undertake in an effort to 
improve the health status of Oklahomans. http://www.ok.gov/health    


 In 2009, the Legislature passed House Bill 2026 authorizing (but not funding), the creation of 
the Health Care for the Uninsured Board (HUB) that is intended to oversee development of 
an OHIEP. The legislation required that the Insurance Commissioner in collaboration with 
OHCA shall advise and aid the HUB in its duties.  The SCI grant initiated in 2007 helped 
stimulate passage of the legislation authorizing formation of the Oklahoma HUB.  


The OHIEP seeks to build upon the infrastructure and system development of the above 
initiatives. Areas in which design and implementation of IT infrastructure may assist the 
proposed project include Portal Service, Forms Management, and External Data Interchange Hub 
Services.  It is the goal of the OHIEP to create a system that will promote an environment that 
supports flexibility, adaptability, and rapid responses to changes in program and technology. 


 
Stakeholder Involvement 


As the primary entity in the State of Oklahoma charged with controlling costs of state-
purchased health care, the mission of  OHCA is to purchase state and federally funded health 
care in the most efficient and comprehensive manner possible and to study and recommend 
strategies for optimizing the accessibility and quality of health care.  OHCA served over 886,000 
Oklahomans in 2010, managing 10 product lines (or broad eligibility categories and benefit 
plans).  


Oklahoma has a strong history of stakeholder involvement in health care, especially over 
the past five years.  Key state governmental leaders have created a collaborative environment in 
the health and health system arenas, engaging a broad base of stakeholder groups.  Over the 
years of working with stakeholders, our health leadership team has created an atmosphere of 
trust, collaboration and achievement.  Statewide initiatives like IO and various grant seeking 
efforts (i.e. CHIPRA, HIE, Transformation, etc) have brought critical and diverse agencies and 
organizations together with a commitment to pursue the common goal of achieving better, 
affordable healthcare for all Oklahomans.  


Development and implementation of this grant will follow these successful and tested 
models.  The OHIEP grant stakeholder group consists of professionals representing the following 
entities:   


Health plans (insurers, brokers, etc.) A fully functional integrated Exchange will tie into 
systems of commercial insurance companies and may serve to increase profit in these health 
plans.  Publically held meetings will provide open forums, enabling commercial insurance 
companies and HMOs to contribute to the IT infrastructure development.  
Health care providers The Oklahoma Hospital Association (OHA), the Oklahoma Primary 
Care Association (OKPCA), the Oklahoma State Medical Association (OSMA), and the 
Oklahoma Osteopathic Association (OOA) have communicated their desire to participate.  
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All of the organizations will keep their members and stakeholders informed of Exchange 
development and share their members’ concerns.  
Patient or consumer organizations that represent the population to be served (AARP, 
Chambers Of Commerce) For an Exchange to be successful in Oklahoma it is important to 
gain consumer trust and cooperation. Oklahoma also intends to provide patient education via 
the internet and the distribution of printed materials to be provided at stakeholder meetings.  
Health care purchasers and employers OHCA is the state’s largest health care purchaser as 
well as the state’s Medicaid Agency.  There are other organizations within Oklahoma that are 
self-insured, such as Chesapeake Energy and Norman Regional Hospital Network.  The 
cooperation and input of these private health care purchasers to contribute to the OHIEP is 
also needed.  
Public health agencies Public health has a statewide service delivery network in Oklahoma. 
The role of public health in Oklahoma is to provide core public services as well as serve as a 
safety net for the low-income, uninsured and underserved population. The Governor’s 
Secretary of Health, OHCA, the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Services (ODMHSAS), as well as the Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH) 
will provide input.   
 Health professions schools, universities and colleges Representatives from the Oklahoma 
State University Center for Health Sciences (OSU-CHS) and the University of Oklahoma 
Health Sciences Center (OUHSC) are stakeholders.  These organizations comprise 
Oklahoma’s medical schools and academic health centers, thereby providing representation 
for a large number of health care professionals including physicians, physician assistants, and 
nurses.  
Oklahoma’s Health Information Exchange (HIE) task force, advisory board, and working 
groups, as well as the state’s first Chief Information Officer In order to plan for a well 
integrated IT development, the stakeholder group must consider any new developments 
currently underway. 
 


Stakeholder Engagement  
The OHIEP meetings will be conducted as public meetings in accordance with 


Oklahoma’s Open Meetings Act.  Meetings will be open to the public and held at specified times 
and places that are convenient to the public.  Meeting schedules, objectives and agendas will be 
publicized in advance via public notice and on the OHIEP website at 
www.okhca.org/OKHealthcareExchange.  At the OHIEP meetings and forums, attendees will be 
able to make comments publicly.  Additionally a list-serve will be created to further facilitate 
information sharing and dissemination.  


Oklahoma will utilize telecommunication resources, to ensure transparency and provide 
broader opportunity for participation for people who cannot attend the meetings in person.  The 
OHIEP has also developed a website where public comments can be submitted via an electronic 
form as well as view comments made by others.  


The OHIEP project will consist of three phases: planning, development of a public 
infrastructure, and Exchange administration and implementation.  The planning phase of this 
project began in October of 2010, with the receipt of the Planning Exchange Grant. This 
innovative Exchange IT grant will advance the OHIEP project in many ways.  The OHIEP 
project includes a broad representative group of healthcare stakeholders assembled to provide 
oversight and approval for the activities and products of the project. Oklahoma has received 
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inquiries and engaged in discussion with other states in multiple, previous projects concerning 
the advancement of IT. Two recently completed projects, namely OE and premium assistance, 
have received national attention and thus spurred relationships between Oklahoma and other 
states considering pursuit of similar initiatives.  


 
Opportunities to Share, Leverage and Re-Use Exchange IT System’s Components  


Oklahoma has already demonstrated its leadership in developing cutting-edge and cost 
effective consumer-based technologies and will continue to be a leader as it seeks to develop and 
share models for insurance eligibility and enrollment for the OHIEP.   Oklahoma is committed to 
coordinating with other states seeking opportunities for re-use of Exchange IT systems and 
modular components, helping all states to save money as they share resources and work together 
to develop new competitive health care marketplaces.   


Oklahoma will serve as a model for other states by sharing system designs, 
implementation approaches, modular components and specifications as well as test 
methodologies and results of our Exchange IT system solutions.  Other states will then be able to 
select and tailor modular components of the OHIEP, as needed or desired, and incorporate them 
into their own Exchange environments. Oklahoma will make products available for evaluation 
and adaptability throughout the process, allowing non-grantee states the opportunity to test for 
adaptability into their own systems as Oklahoma’s project progresses.  


Oklahoma takes pride in being responsive, accurate and timely with information shared 
with other states, and anticipates that the same high-quality partnerships, created for previous 
projects, will continue to be developed and strengthened throughout this innovative Exchange IT 
grant process.  Examples of Oklahoma’s previous projects include a Durable Medical Equipment 
Recycle Project with Kansas; Medical Home with North Carolina; and Telemedicine with 
Arkansas.  Oklahoma will communicate with intrastate and interstate project stakeholders, using 
a variety of methods such as onsite meetings, conference calls, video conferencing and webinars.  
Conscientious compliance with Oklahoma’s Open Meetings Act and Open Records Act as 
stakeholder meetings are held will ensure transparency, public access and opportunity for input 
and involvement in the OHIEP’s efforts to develop an Exchange.  Subgroups or ad-hoc 
committees will be formed as needed to explore specific topics for development of the public 
infrastructure as well as Exchange governance, administration and implementation.  Open lines 
of communication will be initiated and maintained with other states throughout the project and 
will be utilized as a means to encourage other states to join us as development moves forward.   


Several other states have already communicated their interest in tracking Oklahoma’s IT 
infrastructure development closely in an effort to either obtain modular components for their 
own exchange or to replicate the Oklahoma project.  One of the contractors for the OHIEP will 
be Hewlett Packard Enterprise Systems (HPES).  HPES operates the Medicaid Management 
Information System (MMIS) Interchange product including OE, which can be compatible with 
other HPES Interchange client implementations.  Other HPES Interchange clients have expressed 
interest in becoming involved with Oklahoma’s efforts in a consultative role. Areas of specific 
interest to other states include eligibility, enrollment, premium tax credit and cost sharing 
assistance. Letters of interest from Washington, Georgia and Illinois can be found in the 
attachments section of this proposal. 


 
Readiness to Establish an Exchange IT System   
Advanced State of Readiness and Readiness Assessment 
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1. Technical Architecture 
OHCA software holdings include a robust MMIS, HPES Interchange.  The Interchange 


utilizes a web interface and web service technology to perform the general business processes to 
serve the Medicaid population.  The Oklahoma MMIS also includes a collection of software that 
enhances OHCA’s ability to manage the care of our members, assist our providers, identify 
quality and performance metrics and provide transparency to our stakeholders.  OHCA 
implemented web based real time claims processing through a provider service portal in 2003.  
Providers may now enroll or re-enroll with SoonerCare online using the provider service portal. 
Predictive modeling capabilities were added in 2008 along with a health management program to 
assist our providers and members with quality outcomes. OHCA has an in-house care 
management nursing staff utilizing Atlantes case management software.  


 


Table 1. Online Enrollment 


Traditional vs. Online Enrollment
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Online Enrollment 0 57 66 71


Traditional 100 43 34 29


August September October November


 


In September of 2010, OHCA’s OE portal became operational as a web based enrollment 
portal utilizing a collection of services and Commercial Off the Shelf Software Products (COTS) 
to perform consumer intake, eligibility determination and eligibility administration functions.  
OE is seamlessly integrated with the Oklahoma MMIS recipient data using the same web service 
architecture.  Oklahoma’s OE web has enjoyed measurable success in the short amount of time it 
has been in production.  Oklahoma went to great lengths to use wire frames, focus group 
reviews, agency, community and provider partnerships, as well as other techniques to enable 
citizen input as to how the web should be developed.  The methodology chosen has yielded a 
product that is highly consumer oriented.  Prior to September 7, 2010 the traditional county 
welfare operations took 100% of applications for Medicaid through face to face meetings and the 
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submission of paper applications.  This process provided limited access hours and incomplete, 
inaccurate applications. Within just a three-month period of time, OE has totally reversed the 
way citizens apply for benefits.  By the end of November, only 28% of applications came 
through the traditional welfare environment.  The traditional welfare system is now only one of 
many ways in which the applicant can apply.  By the end of November, only 7% of the 
applications were paper, with 43% applying online from home, and 22% online at agency 
partners.   For the applications that do remain in paper form, OHCA has converted to an optical 
character recognition product that allows most of the fields to be scanned, and the remaining 
fields added with data entry clerks.  Most applications can be entered in less than 3 
minutes.  Once a paper application has completed scanning and data entry, the data is submitted 
directly into the rules engine just like the electronic application data.  


This change in delivery is a paradigm shift in citizen perception that cannot be overstated. 
Anyone looking for demonstrable proof that “If you build it they will come,” needs look no 
further than the proven track record of OE in Oklahoma.  


Tables specifying the “As Is” MMIS software and hardware servers are included as 
attachments to the application. Part of the MMIS reprocurement process includes a full hardware 
refresh, that information is not reflected here due to timing of the award process.   


The following table identifies system components that are required to complete or raise 
the functionality of OE (as part of the OHIEP effort) to a higher capability level than currently 
exists. Additionally, within the attachments section of this proposal is a figure which flow charts 
the interconnectivity of these items, relative to existing Oklahoma state technological efforts. 


 


Table 2. Required System Components 
Component Description/Purpose Key Requirements Reusability 
Consumer  Web 
Portal  


The Health Benefit Exchange (HBX) 
requires a centralized Web Portal 
that is accessible by all consumers.  
The Portal is the main landing and 
navigation point for all consumers 
seeking eligibility for a public 
program or seeking private 
insurance coverage through the 
exchange.   
 
The Web Portal must contain a plan 
selection application for consumers 
to make an informed decision about 
plan choice, cost, tax credits and 
providers. 


Web Portal needs to support: 
Web service architecture; 
User friendly design;  
Meet or exceed state and federal 
accessibility laws; 
Ability to call additional services for 
other applications, COTS and 
enhancements;  
Support Single-Sign On. 
 
Ability to compare costs, premiums 
and benefits of plans as well as out-
of-pocket expenses.  
Ability to enroll in multiple health 
benefit program types, such as 
dental, medical, vision and drug 
plans. 


Core component of the HBX 
framework.  Presentation 
of data, access to other 
services, and navigation of 
workflow components is 
required.   


Personal Health 
Record  


Empowering consumers to be active 
participants is one of the key 
components of reforming healthcare. 
Creating a Personal Health Record 


Create a PHR that empowers 
consumers with knowledge of their 
health status, goals, risks, and 
needs.  


Currently PHRs have little 
to no national adoption.  
Improved adoption of PHRs 
could be achieved by tying 
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(PHR) as part of the Consumer Web 
Portal provides one place for 
consumers to go for not only 
management of their benefit choices 
but understanding and better 
managing their health status.  The 
Oklahoma MMIS reprocurement 
provides all SoonerCare members a 
PHR.   


 
- Include medical and medication 


claims history to provide 
transparency of costs and assist 
the patient with understanding 
his/her health needs. 


 
-  Use “care gaps” list as a list of 


healthcare to do items. 
 


the use of model to cost 
savings on healthcare 
premiums.  In doing so, 
consumers would be 
empowered with knowledge 
to improve their care and 
seek preventative services, 
improving individual care, 
safety, and lowering costs.   


Connectivity 
services, 
interfaces, and 
gateways 


Collection of Service Oriented 
Architecture based components, 
services, and capabilities that 
facilitate standards based 
connectivity with external 
stakeholders and data exchange 
partners. 


Work with state and federal entities 
to define and create standard 
interfaces based on reusable web 
services. 


Creates the common HBX 
framework architecture for 
connecting.   


HIPAA Gateway 
(EDI) 


Support of ANSI X12 transactions 
including 270/271, 834, 837.   


Transfer data between payers, 
Medicare intermediaries, Medicaid, 
and other public and private payers. 


Standard Transaction Sets. 


HL7  
Gateway  


Supports capability to exchange data 
with individual providers, facilities, 
and the statewide HIE. 


Provides capability to enhance 
understanding of patient health 
status and conditions.  Admission 
Discharge and Transfer (ADT) 
messages may carry insurance 
segments containing individual 
patient insurance information.  
HL7 gateways will permit the HBX to 
communicate with HIE and PHR 
solutions.   


Standard Transaction Sets 
and nomenclature. 
 


Workflow 
Services 


A series of component services that 
support the HBX workflow process.   


Key components include the central 
repository, workflow processing, call 
center flow services and document 
management.   


Similar business processes 
identified and documented 
using standard notation. 


Electronic 
Master Patient 
Index (eMPI) 


The eMPI will enumerate and prevent 
duplications of members across the 
HBX.  Stakeholder entities can use 
the eMPI key for matching and de-
duplicating records in their own 
internal systems. 


Address validation and scrubbing. 
Client matching and duplicate record 
identification. 
 


Created as either a feed to 
the Statewide HIE eMPI or 
the Public Entities HIE. 


Qualified  
Health Plan 
Repository and 


The component is the repository of 
Qualified Health Plan (QHP) 
information.   


The repository contains key plan 
information: 
Plan certification requirements;  


Use standard data set 
created by 45 C.F.R. §158 
(2010) with QPHs to 
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Enrollment Benefit plan information; 
Drug formularies; 
Plan cost out of pocket information; 
QHP Report Cards which provide 
consumers plan quality information, 
cost transparency and program 
evaluation. 


exchange and store data. 


Rules Engine  Create eligibility determination rules 
and enrollment steps.  Control 
workflow processes. 


- Rules engine stand alone service. 
- Rules need to be flexible and 


configurable. 


Rules are documented 
using standard business 
process notation methods 
and can be ported. 


Mobile Enhanced  
User Interface 
Support Service 


Extend the Business Services 
platform to the growing Smart Phone 
platform.   


Mobile applications extend the 
presentation layer beyond the web.  
Provides new means of driving 
adoption and usage of the system. 


Standard Interface 
available to smart phone 
developers. 


Financial Portal 
for Banking 
Transactions 


Enrollment card can be used to 
purchase WIC products. 


Accept and process Visa banking 
standards. 


Standard Banking 
Transactions. 


 


Oklahoma has recently submitted a request for proposal (RFP) that will create a gap 
analysis for Oklahoma. The contractor will review and summarize existing information and 
resources for Oklahoma's existing systems and business processes. This gap analysis will also 
assess and discuss resources and expertise currently available at the Oklahoma Insurance 
Department (OID), ODMHSAS, OHCA, and other state entities that may contribute the state's 
ability to operate and/or oversee an exchange.  This may include: 
 Analyze Oklahoma’s current health insurance market, including both public and private 


health insurance plans and how that market will be affected by the Exchange;  
 Medicaid/CHIP eligibility, enrollment and outreach functions; 
 Insurance Department regulatory tools, processes and working relationships; 
 Existing web portals for insurance consumer assistance, including those at OHCA, OID, and 


the Oklahoma State Employees Group Insurance Board; 
 Existing data sharing processes and agreements between state, federal and private entities. 
 
2. Applicable Standards  


1561 Recommendations- The OHIEP will incorporate all of the core Section 1561 
recommendations.  OE provides the foundation for the consumer-friendly online process.  
Oklahoma has already implemented such a process that has proven easy for the public to use and 
that incorporates functionality for multiple modes of accessing assistance with the application.  
Consumers receive real-time eligibility determinations, receive notices when additional 
verification is required, and can access and change their information as necessary. Standard 
procedures remain in place for formal appeals of eligibility decisions. OE also includes an 
interface called Agency View, which partner organizations and agencies use to help people apply 
for benefits.  This interface can serve as a model for providing similar accessibility to Exchange 
functions.  OHCA’s call center is another resource available to consumers that has already 
shown itself able to accommodate the public’s additional need for assistance with OE.  These 
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consumer friendly capacities are already in place and operational in Oklahoma, and will serve as 
the foundation for the customer service orientation of the Exchange.  
 OHCA is already practiced in the use of existing data standards like X12 and in identity 
management processes.  The rules engine driving OE already incorporates a functional library of 
business rules and standardized definitions that accommodate differences in program definitions 
of income, household composition and other eligibility factors for members with differing 
categorical relationships for Medicaid.  The design of these features of OE lends itself to the 
needs of the Exchange: a household can enter information for all household members, and 
depending on categorical relationships, the rules engine determines for which program, if any, 
the applicant is eligible. OE has the additional capability of notifying applicants, based on their 
information that they may also be eligible for other human services programs. OHCA has 
already incorporated data exchanges for verification of member information with several state 
and federal agencies into OE, and so is well poised to include that functionality in the Exchange 
IT.  The Oklahoma Exchange will continue to use National Information Exchange Model 
compliant data standards. 


HIPAA- It is important that the Exchange provide the utmost discretion when dealing 
with consumers’ personal medical information while making sure that members feel educated in 
understanding the transfer of their information. The Exchange will comply with all Federal 
standards of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA). The 
Exchange will create a clear, easy-to-understand privacy notice as part of both the paper 
application and electronic OE process that the member will need to sign off on.  The privacy 
notice will educate the member on the confidentiality of their information, excepting the 
disclosure to certain person/entities for necessary patient care (i.e. - primary care physicians, 
specialists, designated family members as approved by the member, etc.).  For security purposes, 
the Exchange will notify all members when there has been a significant update to the member 
identification system or there have been changes to the Exchange interface. The Exchange will 
adhere to all HIPAA compliance standards when setting up the Exchange IT interface to protect 
the member’s identity and health information during transfers.  


Accessibility for Individuals with Disabilities- The public interface of the Exchange 
will be fully compliant with accessibility standards created by Section 508 of the Rehabilitation 
Act, the World Wide Web Consortium Accessibility Guidelines and the Oklahoma Electronic 
and Information Technology Act, which sets compliance standards for Oklahoma state agencies.  
The functionality of the web based Exchange will be equally accessible to people using a 
keyboard to access the site, and the site will be designed with screen readers in mind. As is the 
case with SoonerCare OE, the Exchange will provide for navigation using the tab key, use Alt 
Text for images and figures, provide tooltips for form fields, use cascading style sheets 
and provide direct navigation to the main sections of each page. OHCA is committed to 
integrating best practices for accessibility at all levels of the Exchange.  
 The Exchange will also be in compliance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, which allows all individuals with disabilities to participate in state and local programs. The 
Exchange will adhere to all standards for waiving unnecessary eligibility standards for 
individuals and will modify policies and procedures on an as-needed basis to ensure access to 
programs. In administering benefit services to students, the Exchange will comply with section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act, developed by the Office of Civil Rights and the U.S. Department 
of Education, which allows all students to participate in any program receiving federal financial 
assistance, regardless of disability. The Exchange utility, along with public school systems, 
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institutions of higher education and other state education agencies, will determine qualified 
students and provide them free access to all educational services within the appropriate school 
district.  


Security- OHCA’s privacy and security policies will be in force for the Exchange.  One 
principle of those policies is that OHCA only collects the minimum necessary information, and 
only collects information individuals freely agree to provide. The rules engine used for OE, 
which will be further developed for the Exchange, is adaptable in terms of the information 
requested.  Rather than collecting all information possibly needed on a paper application, the 
rules engine has the capability to choose the questions presented to a given user based on that 
user’s previous answers, thereby avoiding the collection of irrelevant personal information. 


The systems and infrastructure developed for OE use data standards, including data 
transaction standards, that allow for probabilistic matching of data originating from different 
state and federal agencies.  These standards ensure that when OHCA sends a request to the 
Social Security Administration (SSA), both agencies are requesting and receiving information 
about the same individual.  In the event that a match is made incorrectly, controls are in place 
that will allow individuals to provide accurate information to correct their records.  For example, 
if data received in a match with the Oklahoma Employment Security Commission (OESC) 
contradicts data a user reported about him or herself, a notice will be generated advising the 
member and OHCA personnel that verification is necessary for validation of the information.  


Security measures in place will comply with federal standards.  During the development 
of the Exchange, security protocols will be implemented and extensively tested at each phase. 
Given that the information and design necessary to recreate each module of the IT infrastructure 
of the Exchange will be made available to the public and other states developing their own 
Exchange, OHCA is committed to reducing and mitigating the risks reverse engineering could 
potentially pose to the security of the data in motion through the Exchange and the data held in 
the servers at the foundation of the Exchange.  The Systems Development Life Cycle (SDLC) for 
the Exchange project will include integrated testing and assessments of security systems and risk 
management protocols.  


OHCA HIPAA information security policy is readily available online; all electronic 
information regulated by HIPAA is maintained and destroyed according to regulations.  Before 
individuals access the OE service, they must agree to the statement of rights and responsibilities, 
which explains that by completing the enrollment process, they are giving OHCA permission to 
verify the information given with other agencies. The system also includes a timing out feature, 
which requires users to log in again if the session has been idle; that feature helps protect the 
security of information users are in the process of entering. 


Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) - Oklahoma State Agencies are 
already familiar with certain compliance regulations because of our current OE and IO programs.  
The FIPS, for example, is already being utilized by the Oklahoma Department of Human 
Services (OKDHS) and OHCA.  When a consumer visits either one of these state agency 
websites, the privacy statement is clear; all consumer/health information is considered private 
and transferred through secure electronic transactions (i.e. - OHCA uses the SoonerCare Secure 
Site service). The privacy notice also states that electronic actions of visitors to the site (i.e. – 
date and time, web pages visited, etc.) will be tracked. The FIPS will be easily transferred over to 
the Exchange. The IT implementation team will make sure that all privacy standards are met for 
all stages of the Exchange Interface. The Exchange will use a format similar to the OKDHS’ and 
OHCA’s privacy notices to educate the public about the privacy guidelines. The Exchange will 
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use the National Institute of Standards and Technology compliant encryption methods for the 
transferring of all personally identifiable information.  When transmitting information within 
large Exchange interfaces, the Exchange will create a secure, interoperable network designed to 
disclose all privacy notifications and establish discretion within electronic systems. 


 
3. Stakeholder Engagement  


Stakeholder buy-in is crucial for the success of the project. The Exchange, by its nature, 
will coordinate services among many parties from the public and private sectors.  All parties will 
need to make use of the Exchange and provide information to others through it in order for the 
Exchange to function properly.  An early innovator is tasked with the responsibility of 
accelerating stakeholder engagement to gain support for early planning, testing and 
implementation efforts. OHCA has already secured the support of the Governor, the State 
Medicaid Director, and other states (WA, GA, and IL).  Through OE and IO, Oklahoma is in an 
advanced state of readiness with regard to involving stakeholders such as private health plans, 
health care providers, patient and consumer organizations, health care purchasers and employers, 
public health agencies, human services agencies, health professions schools, universities and 
colleges and Oklahoma’s HIE task force and working groups. 


Among Oklahoma’s plans for engaging stakeholders are holding public meetings, hosting 
conference calls and webinars and providing a web site that will serve as a forum for progress 
reports and stakeholder input (www.okhca.org/OKHealthcareExchange). The meetings will not 
only allow public attendance, but will include opportunities for people attending to make 
comments and ask questions.  In order to enhance the level of stakeholder participation in these 
meetings, OHCA will publicize the time, place, objectives and agenda of the meeting, and will 
hold meetings at times that are convenient to the public.  OHCA provided extensive training 
materials, progress reports and preparatory information to partner agencies to support the 
implementation of OE; those efforts will serve as a foundation for the services OHCA will 
provide to stakeholders in support of their involvement in the Exchange.  The Exchange website 
will act as an information clearinghouse for public notices and will supplement the meetings by 
providing online forums for commentary and debate. Recent major OHCA projects and 
programs like OE and IO relied on a variety of stakeholders for their implementation and 
continuing success; OHCA will leverage those existing relationships into support for and 
engagement in building the Exchange. 


 
4. Governance  
 Governance for the Exchange is in the developmental phase, but governance will be 
developed in accordance with the Guidance for Exchange and Medicaid Information Technology 
System.  As such, the IT Guidance and health insurance exchange core functions will be 
governed through a SDLC-type model that will include life-cycle phases and transition stage 
gate reviews for items such as business service descriptions/definitions, requirements 
specifications, system design specifications, data models, interface control documents, and 
integration test cases.   


The Secretary of Health with input from stakeholder groups will present 
recommendations for the organizational structure and roles and responsibilities for all parties to 
the Exchange, considering the policies and incentives most conducive to creating an Exchange 
that will best serve Oklahomans.  Initial targets have been set for the makeup of the governing 
institution for the Exchange; for example, public and private sector stakeholders will be equally 
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represented; OHCA, the State Medicaid agency, will have a designated role and will develop the 
IT infrastructure for the Exchange; and government, public health, hospitals, employers, 
providers, payers and consumers will all be represented in the governing organization.  While 
Oklahoma has a rubric in place for developing the necessary elements of the governing 
institution, more work must be done to be fully ready for the Exchange environment.  Through 
analysis of existing strengths and capabilities of stakeholders, including OHCA and other 
agencies, and of the critical roles to be filled, Oklahoma will put a plan in place to create a 
governing institution for the Exchange that enjoys all the legitimacy and support of an 
organization built with broad stakeholder and public support at each phase of its development.   


 
5. Planning and Resource Capabilities 


Our current fiscal agent uses the SDLC lifecycle framework for project implementation 
tracking. Oklahoma will utilize the SDLC methodology for the life of the project.  The Technical 
Project manager will be responsible for ensuring that this methodology is followed by all 
contractors. Included below are the first five activities of the SDLC framework.  An attachment 
contains all nineteen activities which are the crucial milestones for the implementation of the 
OHIEP.  


 


Table 3. SDLC Lifecycle Framework 
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Process Documentation Gap and 
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Mar-11 Mar-11 
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Apr-11 


Apr-11   
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May-11 
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OE Core Data Gap Analysis & 
Required Remediation Mar-11 Mar-11 
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thru    


May-11 
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thru    
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Apr-11   
thru   
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thru   


Nov-12 
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Rules Engine & Process 
Development for Commercial 
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thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Dashboard Phase II Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 
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6. Collecting Data and Information 
It is essential to generate various financial and program analysis reports to assist with 


budgetary controls and to ensure that the benefits and programs that are established are meeting 
the needs of the population and are performing according to the intent of the legislation and 
federal reporting requirements. The reporting system is a comprehensive management tool which 
will have the ability to analyze historical trends and predict the impact of policy changes on 
programs and entities. This system will use key information from other entities and functions to 
generate standard reports. The reporting function will provide programmatic, financial, and 
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statistical reports to assist the state and federal government and other entities with fiscal 
planning, control, monitoring, program and policy development and evaluation of programs. 


The major inputs for reports will be data from all processing functions, business 
operations, and external sources as well as all communication and data functions. The major 
process is the generation of reports and program data, and the major outputs are the financial, 
statistical, and summary reports and data required by federal regulations, and other reports and 
data that assist the state in the management and administration of programs. This function is 
flexible enough to meet both existing and proposed changes in format and data requirements of 
federal and state management statistical reporting without major reprogramming or expense, and 
it provides maximum flexibility to accommodate future changes to meet the unique reporting 
needs of Oklahoma's programs. Through this system, users of all experience levels can generate 
reports that range from simple queries to more complex reporting and data analysis. By 
facilitating data analysis and reporting, the system will help manage the Oklahoma program.  


The Grievance and Appeal business process handles appeals of adverse decisions or 
communications of a grievance. A grievance or appeal is received by the Communication 
process via the Inbound Transaction process. The grievance or appeal is logged and tracked; 
triaged to appropriate reviewers; researched; additional information may be requested; a hearing 
may be scheduled and conducted in accordance with legal requirements; and a ruling is made 
based upon the evidence presented. Results of the hearing are documented and relevant 
documents are distributed and stored in the information file. The grieved party is formally 
notified of the decision via the outbound transaction Process. 


The reporting process supports quality goals by providing data about the types of 
grievances and appeals it handles; grievance and appeals issues; parties that file or are the target 
of the grievances and appeals; and the dispositions. This data is used to discern program 
improvement opportunities, which may reduce the issues that give rise to grievances and appeals. 
If the grieved party does not agree with the Agency’s disposition, a second appeal can be filed 
requesting a review of the disposition. If the health status or medical need of the applicant or 
member is urgent, the appeal may be expedited.  This process supports grievances and appeals 
for both prospective parties and current parties. A non-enrolled entity can file a grievance or 
appeal, for example, when an application for enrollment is denied. 


Given the complexity of today’s healthcare coverage environment, keeping track of 
information and coverage available to members and coordinating benefits accordingly is not 
easy. Data mining techniques can help to locate valid other coverage options available to 
members as well as certain information necessary for insurance companies and other entities. 


The communication business process receives requests for information.  Information 
includes: appointments and assistance from prospective and current member’s communications 
such as inquiries related to eligibility, redetermination, benefits, providers; health plans and 
programs, and provides requested assistance and appropriate responses and information packages 
as well as provider publications, and assistance from prospective and current providers’ 
communications such as inquiries related to eligibility of provider, covered services, 
reimbursement, enrollment requirements etc. Communications are researched, developed and 
produced for distribution via an outbound transaction process 


Inquires from applicants, prospective and current members, small businesses and health 
plans are handled by the communication management process by providing assistance and 
responses to individuals and entities, i.e., bi-directional communication. Also included are 
scheduled communications such as Member ID cards, redetermination notifications, or formal 
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program notifications such as the dispositions of grievances and appeals.  
 


7. Meeting Consumer Needs  
 OHCA has valuable experience in meeting consumer needs related to use of OE, 
including inquiries about Medicaid eligibility, enrollment, and operations, inquiries related to 
participation in IO by employers or individuals, and inquiries from health care providers.  
Oklahoma is fully ready to meet the following consumer needs, among others: 
1. The need for timely, accurate information about programs, eligibility, and plan benefits; 
2. The need for technical assistance in completing online business related to applying for or 


choosing a health plan and a primary care provider; 
3. The need for an individual to maintain access to his or her information and be able to make 


changes to it; 
4. The need for clarification and simplification of complex plans and benefits that allows 


individuals to make informed choices; and 
5. The need for flexible intake processes in order to facilitate coverage of emergency medical 


services. 
The public, online face of the Exchange will be designed with clarity and ease of access 


to crucial information in mind. Important notices will be prominently displayed, making 
consumers aware of how and why their information may be used, and by whom.  The 
navigational design of the site will point visitors to the information relevant to their needs, 
questions and concerns.  OHCA has already accomplished these goals in the design and 
implementation of OE.  The web portal of the Exchange will be one source of information for 
consumers and the public; they will also have access to a call center much like the one already 
serving members of SoonerCare and IO. The call center will be easy to reach through one 
central, well-publicized phone number, and will be structured into two tiers: the first will answer 
simpler inquiries and will transfer calls to the second tier for assistance with more complex 
questions and troubleshooting. The Exchange will also continue to leverage the assistance and 
support provided by community organizations and state agencies with local offices. These 
centralized resources will be able to help consumers at every stage of the process, from their 
initial contact with the Exchange to benefit renewals and claims processing. 


As is the case in OE, after creating a logon, individuals will be able to begin the 
application process, logout, and complete the process later.  As their circumstances change, 
people will be able to access their account to enter changes and submit verifications of their new 
information. These functionalities are already in place, and easily adaptable to the future 
Exchange environment. 


In addition to the presentation of information on the Exchange and the plans available 
through it online, in printed materials, and through the call center, the interactive design of the 
Exchange will assist consumers in navigating the health care options available to them; including 
consideration of the ways other variables like the premium tax credit affect affordability.  The 
rules engine used in OE can also be leveraged in the Exchange to gather an individual’s 
information the way a wizard does, compiling the person’s needs and preferences in order to 
reach the best plans for the individual, and providing comparison matrix that will allow 
consumers to further narrow down the choices.  
 While OHCA is currently serving 1 in 3 Oklahomans, the Exchange will significantly 
expand the population served, potentially to every state resident.  That expansion will require an 
increase in call center resources serving the Exchange, including staffing. In terms of the 
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infrastructure and design necessary to support successful consumer interaction with the 
Exchange, however, OHCA is in an advanced state of readiness. 
 
Program Requirements  
 Governance Oklahoma is in the process of developing the organizational and governance 
structure of the Exchange. The exact form will depend upon the Oklahoma Constitution, legal 
advice and the guidance of legislators who will sponsor any needed enabling legislation. The 
Secretary of Health with advice from the stakeholder group will present the governance 
recommendations for Oklahoma’s Exchange and develop the organizational structure, roles and 
responsibilities for all involved. The Oklahoma stakeholders must consider the specific 
institutional structures, regulatory policies and incentives that will impact and promote a 
successful and sustainable Exchange. There are many possible models to be explored. A few 
examples may include:  
Model 1 – Government-Led Model: Direct government provision of the Exchange and 
oversight of its use. Government (both federal and state) has significant interest in promoting an 
Exchange. In the case of Oklahoma we have a limited infrastructure for Exchange and state 
government may be the most influential source for promoting this venture.   
Model 2 – Public Trust Model: Oklahoma may wish to develop a “quasi-governmental” or 
institutional arrangement that provides oversight and regulatory authority over the project 
without the responsibility for provision of the Exchange, but state officials would be responsible 
for governance.  


Additionally, Oklahoma has taken strides forward building the leadership infrastructure 
necessary to oversee parallel technological projects.  In 2004, Oklahoma took an initial step to 
address HIE through its participation in the Health Information Security and Privacy 
Collaborative (HISPC) program. Through HISPC, a broad base of stakeholders from Oklahoma's 
health care community, including providers, payers, government agencies, professional trade 
organizations and private consumer advocates, collectively identified and studied how to 
eliminate barriers to HIE and promote secure exchange.  The initial collaborative program 
culminated with the enactment of the Oklahoma HIE Act, through which Oklahoma adopted a 
Standard Authorization Form for sharing protected health information. The form can support 
exchange of either paper or electronic medical records and serves as a valuable education 
resource for consumers concerning the scope of exchanges requiring authorization under federal 
and state privacy law. The initial HISPC collaborative workgroup continues to exist as a council 
pursuant to a 2008 executive order issued by Oklahoma Governor Brad Henry. In 2005, the 
Secure Medical Records Transfer Network became one of Oklahoma's first operational regional 
health information organizations.  Since that time, a number of other exchanges have emerged or 
become operational within the state, including Heartland HealthNet, Oklahoma Physicians 
Health Exchange, Greater Oklahoma City Hospital Council Exchange, and Greater Tulsa Health 
Access Network and Tulsa Community Service Council.  These exchanges have connected 
health care providers from both urban and rural areas, health systems and public partners for 
purposes of data exchange.  In 2009, the Oklahoma legislature demonstrated Oklahoma's 
commitment to HIE amongst government agencies by enacting legislation that created the Health 
Information Infrastructure Advisory Board.  The board is comprised of a number of state 
agencies involved in various aspects of public health.  The legislation directed the board to assist 
OHCA, in developing strategic approaches for adoption of electronic medical records 
technologies and HIE.  The legislation also directed OHCA to serve as the hub for exchange 
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amongst state agencies.  Finally, in 2008, Oklahoma received notice of its selection as one of 12 
communities to participate in the CMS Electronic Health Records Demonstration Project.  
Although CMS cancelled this project in 2009 to align funding opportunities with those passed 
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), Oklahoma's selection 
reflected the state's record for advancing HIE through multi‐stakeholder involvement and 
readiness for adoption and exchange using Health Information Technology (HIT).  The funding 
opportunity under the State Health Information Exchange Cooperative Agreement Program 


(SHIECAP), along with additional funding through Meaningful Use, Regional Extension Center, 
Beacon Community and broadband initiatives, will allow Oklahoma to expand its existing 
resources and leverage new and increasing resources in promoting future HIE activities.  The 
Oklahoma Health Information Exchange Trust (OHIET) will serve as the organizational 
structure and eventual state‐designated entity (SDE) through which Oklahoma will achieve its 
objectives of expanding existing resources and leveraging new resources to promote HIE under 
SHIECAP.  The OHIET is a state‐beneficiary public trust created under legislation expressly 
aimed at establishing an entity capable of serving not only as Oklahoma's permanent SDE during 
the SHIECAP grant period, but that could also continue into the future to advance HIE in the 
state. 


 


Importance of IT Standards 
 The importance of IT standards was explained in the section on IT standards in the 
Readiness Assessment.  As the Medicaid agency, OHCA understands the importance of using IT 
Standards.  Some examples of that understanding include, Medicaid Information Technology 
Architecture (MITA), the HIPAA Electronic Data Interchange transactions, and the HL7 
standards required for HIE.  Additionally, all recent Advanced Planning Documents (APD) 
submissions have adhered to MITA principles.  These standards allow for portability of data and 
systems between disparate entities which also gains reuse of business processes and software.  
Outputs of use of IT standards include common understanding of business processes, data and 
software yielding efficiencies. 
 
Extent to Which the Program May Be Applicable to and/or Replicable in Other States  
 During the project development lifecycle OHIEP will develop modular products that can 
be rearranged, replaced, combined or interchanged easily so that others can pick what works best 
for their state.  Oklahoma will develop an infrastructure to connect both individuals and families 
to private insurance and public options with the goal to promote flexibility and adaptability.  
Oklahoma will retool their OE program so that their rules engine can adapt to new eligibility 
standards such as modified adjusted gross income.  This rules engine logic can be applied to any 
state Medicaid program even though eligibility differences between states may be present.  The 
rules engine will allow for simple modifications to eligibility rules which other states may find 
useful when tailoring to their specific programs.  Likewise, non-Medicaid populations will also 
undergo eligibility screening to determine their coverage of best fit.  Non-Medicaid eligibility 
screening will also be handled by the adaptable rules engine.  Oklahoma will also standardize 
transactions with agencies such as SSA, Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and other State or 
Federal validation processes.  These standardizations will provide a template which other states 
may use for their own transactions.  Our current infrastructure, our adherence to federal IT 
standards and our progressive way of thinking makes Oklahoma the perfect place to develop 
exchange IT infrastructure that can be widely shared.  
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Plan for Compliance with IT Guidance Issued by HHS  
 Oklahoma’s plan for compliance with IT guidance issued by HHS will be implemented 
as an essential component to the OHIEP grant project.  The compliance plan will be used as a 
vehicle to provide clear guidance to all staff and entities on federal guidance as well as new 
regulation, as it is made available.  The compliance plan will ensure the OHIEP develops 
effective internal controls and program requirements leading to adherence to all applicable 
Federal and State guidance and law.  The OHIEP compliance plan will include: the purposeful 
activity of project staff to seek out the recently released IT guidance from HHS shortly after its 
release; acknowledgement and commitment by the project leaders to design and implement a 
product that complies with all HHS guidance; the creation of written 
standards/policies/procedures which follow the guidance; the distribution of written 
standards/policies/procedures to all involved with OHIEP (i.e. project staff, contractors, etc); the 
education and training of all project staff on IT guidance; the identification of key personnel at 
OHCA who are responsible for objectively assessing the compliance with guidance (i.e. audit 
staff); the use of periodic audits of the OHIEP system to monitor compliance; and the continuous 
feedback loop of identified problematic areas being improved and resolved. Oklahoma 
anticipates the IT guidance received from HHS will strengthen the OHIEP project to provide a 
dependable method of ensuring the project utilizes sound practices when implemented.      
  
Summary of Advanced Planning Document  


OHCA has received approval for four primary APDs over the past three years.  The first 
APD is entitled MMIS Consultant Services and requests enhanced federal funds for consultant 
services to assist OHCA staff with all phases of MMIS reprocurement.  This APD was followed 
by a subsequent APD Update which requested additional funds.  The second APD is entitled 
Fiscal Agent Contract Extension and requests enhanced federal funds for the HPES (formerly 
EDS) Fiscal Agent contract extension time period of January 1, 2011 through December 31, 
2011.  The third APD is a Planning APD entitled HIT and P-APD and requests resources needed 
to prepare a State Medicaid HIT Plan (SMHP) and to determine how to implement a Provider 
Incentive Program as required by ARRA.  The fourth APD is an Implementation APD seeking 
enhanced federal funds for the takeover, enhancement and operations of OHCA's MMIS.  A 
table containing the abovementioned information as well as CMS approval codes, dates of 
approval, and dollar amounts can be found within the attachments section. 


 
Technical Architecture 
Linkage Between Grants  


Oklahoma’s approach to systems architecture is to concurrently develop a roadmap for 
multiple federal- and state-level initiatives.  Shared services applicable to multiple projects will 
be designed and developed in the most rational arena. This statewide approach allows grant 
funds to be maximized by developing portions of subsystems one time and then reusing for more 
than one project. Shared services and data sharing agreements will span and link the projects 
together. Wherever possible, standardized transactions, code sets and data sets will be used in 
development of new projects.  Diagram 4 below shows the logical architectural model.  
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Diagram 4. Logical Architectural Model 
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The projects that relate to and are influenced by the health benefit exchange are as 
follows:  


1. Health benefit exchange;  
2. New populations defined by the Affordable Care Act;  
3. Provisions of the HITECH Act;  
4. Medicaid MMIS re-procurement; and  
5. Health information exchange cooperative agreement program.  
 


Diagram 5.  Multiple Related and Overlapping Initiatives 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 


Health Benefit Exchange 
The SoonerCare OE project will become the baseline foundation for the model insurance 


enrollment and eligibility intake functionality. This system went into production September 7, 
2010 for certain Medicaid populations. The OE system provides choices in methods and 
locations to apply, and standardizes processes and policy across the state.  The product engages 
partner agencies and community organizations as eligibility brokers. This partnership has 
provided OHCA with experience and opportunities to develop a product that is portable and 
flexible to interface with different agencies and systems.  Two of the agency partners supply an 
HTML file from their respective environments (intake systems) directly into the OE application 
and rules engine.  This capability maps common fields between the systems, and addresses 
double data entry which reduces time and mistakes. 


 OE provides a comprehensive application for multiple state sponsored medical 
programs.  The application requires the family to enter household demographics only one time, 
and applies that data to accurately qualify individuals within the household to the most robust 
product available.  OE SoonerCare qualification is performed completely automatically with a 
rules engine.   The applicant is informed of a decision, and if qualified enrolled in real-time.  The 
decision page can be printed and functions as a temporary ID card until the member receives a 
permanent card a few days later.  The member can seek services immediately. OE empowers and 
equips the applicants and members to manage their own information.  The product offers a 
“Manage My Account” function that allows the adults in the family to make changes at anytime 
to the household’s demographics. 


Beyond method and location, OHCA took the opportunity to implement date specific 
qualification/enrollment, and a process to review and renew at any point in the certification 
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period.  This feature expanded the renewal period from one month to any point of eligibility, 
thereby reducing the risk of a loss of benefits and addressing continuity of care.  OE verifies data 
with state and federal data exchanges.  Social Security Numbers are verified with the SSA, 
pregnancy with any of our state partners, income with the OESC, and citizenship with the 
OSDH, the Electronic Verification of Vital Events system, and Systematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements. 


The product also includes an electronic tool for hospital emergency rooms to reserve an 
application date for a patient who is unable to complete an application due to a medical 
condition.  Another feature is a process to generate an ID for behavioral health patients who are 
in crisis.  This process assigns an ID to non-Medicaid applicants that can be utilized as a unique 
identifier when a full application is received. 


See Table 6 below for populations in production and the populations to be added. The 
additional populations represent the most frequently accessed public sector programs within the 
Health Cabinet in Oklahoma. The integration of these public sector populations will require 
interagency agreements with three state agencies: OHCA, ODMHSAS and the OSDH along with 
an interlocal agreement with the OHIET.  


 


Table 6. Online Enrollment Populations 
Agency Public Sector As Is To Be Funding 


ODMHSAS Access to services X  MMIS 
OHCA Children at/below 185% FPL X  MMIS 
OHCA Pregnant at/below 185% FPL X  MMIS 
OHCA Adults w/minor Children at/below 37% FPL X  MMIS 
OHCA Family Planning at/below 185% FPL X  MMIS 
OHCA Deemed Electronic Newborn Registration X  MMIS 
OHCA Insure Oklahoma (Premium Assistance)  X New APD 
OHCA Breast and Cervical Cancer  X New APD 
OSDH WIC eligibility  X New APD 
OHIEP ACA Medicaid Expansion (Adults to 100% FPL)  X Grant 
OHIEP ACA State Option (100 to 200% FPL)  X Grant 
OHIEP ACA Non-Medicaid (Exchange Tax Credits 200-400% FPL)  X Grant 
OHIEP ACA Non- Medicaid (Exchange 400% FPL and up)  X Grant 


 


Eligibility and enrollment requires robust identity management. Identity management 
uniquely determines a person so the same individual gets only one set of insurance services. HIE 
will also require similar software. The approach in this proposal moves the Electronic Master 
Patient index (eMPi) from the SHIECAP, to the Health Benefit Exchange Cooperative 
Agreement Project (HBXCAP), which seems to be a more rational approach.  Under the 
SHIECAP, the data would have been retrospective data with no opportunity to correct.  Moving 
the development to the HBXCAP allows prospective data normalization. Oklahoma will 
investigate if this can be a shared service or if it needs to be a data set used in the two 
environments. Doing thus will generate a more accurate and reliable end product for both the 
SHIECAP and HBXCAP projects.  OE uses a state of the art product to uniquely and accurately 
identify and assign ID numbers. 


OE aligns a member with a selected provider. The current OE system uses a flexible and 
robust search tool for selection of a Primary Care Provider (PCP).  This product was originally 
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developed for the IO program, enhanced for Electronic Newborn Registry, and further enhanced 
for the OE program.  This feature allows an applicant to search for a PCP by name, specialty, 
language, gender, and location (closest to home, city, county, or zip).  The SoonerCare provider 
data is a limitation to this approach using Medicaid as the baseline. The SHIECAP requires a 
provider directory that is universal, i.e., an all inclusive and statewide data set.  Developing a 
true insurance exchange will also need a universal provider directory. The approach in this 
proposal moves the Electronic Master Provider index (eMPx) from the SHIECAP to the 
HBXCAP, which again seems to be a more rational approach.  Oklahoma will investigate if this 
can be a shared service or if it needs to be a data set used in the two environments. It also allows 
the enrollment and eligibility functions to have access to a richer provider directory.  


OE will need a dashboard. The OE dashboard will report data to state officials, federal 
reporting, grant reporting and management - monitoring statistical data. Data collected will be 
limited to only those data elements required for qualification into either the public products or 
hand-off to the Health Benefit Exchange for qualification with commercial insurance products.  


Oklahoma will conduct a gap analysis of the X12N HIPAA 834 transaction code set 
against the data elements required for enrollment into the public products proposed. SoonerCare 
used contracted health plans from 1995 until 2004 for delivery of health care to Medicaid 
members. OHCA had ten (10) years of experience using the X12N 834 to send enrollment data 
to the health plans. This proposal will leverage that experience in the gap analysis. Any deficits 
will turn into a companion guide to the X12N 834 and serve federal officials as a 
recommendation for future enhancements to the X12N 834.  


The OE system takes in multiple state level data sets. These data sets are used for 
validation of qualification for Title XIX and Title XXI programs. OHCA experience indicates 
this is a feasible approach to gain real time eligibility determinations. As federal data sets 
become available, either incrementally or all at once, OE will use the federal information in the 
qualification process. This approach is low risk and can be done as data is made available to 
states.  


Citizens will have access to call center support. Our experience during the OE 
implementation indicates that the call center will have significant increases in call volumes. Call 
volumes jumped by over 30% and have remained at that level since September 7, 2010. Any 
state implementing either a Medicaid enrollment system or a benefit exchange needs to be 
adequately prepared to handle all types of citizen inquiry and a significantly increased volume of 
calls. OE currently utilizes a tiered level call center approach.  The first tier is a call center with 
primary assistance capabilities.  All members start at this level.  More complicated and lengthier 
calls are transferred to a tier II call center, which is staffed by customer service staff who have 
more knowledge relative to policy and operations. 


The IRS requires retailers, including supermarkets, grocery, discount stores, wholesale 
clubs, and mail-order merchants, to implement an Inventory Information Approval System in 
order for consumers with Flexible Spending Account and Health Reimbursement Arrangement 
cards to be able to make purchases of eligible healthcare products or prescriptions.  This IRS 
requirement means that credit cardholders must have cards compatible with the standards in 
order to be able to use their credit card. A SoonerCare member using their ID card often 
accomplishes portage into health care delivery organizations with their cards. Oklahoma 
Medicaid uses a plastic card having two magnetic stripes and the card might be non-compliant 
with current standards. As health delivery moves into new models of care delivery, the 
compatibility of the medical ID card with other standards need to converge. This proposal would 
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allow a re-issuance of all SoonerCare ID cards (~885,000 cards) and all future cards into a more 
compliant format.  This proposal would allow Oklahoma to contract with a bank for future 
functions involving tax credits, premium assistance, collections of fees and other banking 
transactions.  Oklahoma proposes using the Workgroup for Electronic Data Interchange (WEDI) 
proposal for health plan ID cards as a standard.  The ID cards currently being used by OHCA 
utilize 3 tracks and could be expanded to include this additional functionality and data. 


This proposal divides development into two phases. Phase I develops the enrollment and 
eligibility qualification rules engine. Phase II develops the rules engine for the interface into the 
commercial insurance carriers. Phase I will last twelve (12) months from grant award. Phase II 
will last ten to fourteen months. The requirements for Phase II will occur under the planning 
grant awarded to all states. That planning grant will develop requirements for Phase II. 
Concurrent to the Phase II planning will be the actual development efforts for Phase I. 
Conclusion of the planning grant dovetails nicely with Phase I ending. The two phase approach 
helps with resources that will roll from Phase I onto Phase II.  
 
Affordable Care Act  


A commercial rules engine, InRule, is a set or collection of Boolean logic that has all of 
the SoonerCare requirements. These rules take the web data elements and then flow the data 
through the determination. The COTS software would require another state to get a licensure for 
the COTS products; however, the collection of Boolean logic can easily be made available to any 
state free of charge. This approach can be a model that other states take as a solution in part or in 
whole. The Oklahoma package will be made available upon request. 


The OE qualification rules engine can be modified for new populations. Changes to FPL, 
categorical relationship, residency and many other items are adaptable and done by state 
personnel. Changes coming in the ACA, state legislation, or other waivers will be done easily in 
a rules engine environment.  Deployment time for new populations is reduced by 90% after a 
baseline is implemented into production.  


 
MMIS Reprocurement  
 OHCA awarded the next MMIS fiscal agent contract to HPES.  The design and 
development for the contract runs from now until December 2011. One of the key items in the 
contract award is a Personal Health Record (PHR).  The deliverable requested licensure for one 
million citizens (1,000,000).  


This proposal recommends that the same electronic master patient index be used for: 
enrollment qualification, PHR and the HIE.  This proposal further recommends that the PHR be 
expanded to cover anyone who comes through the enrollment qualification process.  The current 
licensure agreement should be re-negotiated to either a higher limit (population of Oklahoma 
~3.6M) or for a statewide licensure. 
Health Information Exchange  


The approach taken by the OHIET is to allow standard X12N standard transactions.  This 
approach will allow X12N 270-271 to coexist across the statewide HIE implementation. 
Development of a common eMPi and eMPx with OE would be mutually beneficial to both 
efforts and help contain cost.  


 
Resources and Capabilities 
Ability to Lead, Manage and Implement 
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Recognizing the need for specific expertise in the administration of Oklahoma’s 
Medicaid programs, and as a result of recommendations from broad-based citizens’ committees, 
the State Legislature established OHCA in 1993 through authorizing state legislation.  The 
OHCA authorizing law can be found in Oklahoma Statutes Title 63, Sec. 5004. OHCA leads the 
effort to oversee the supplementation of state dollars with available and appropriate federal 
dollars.  OHCA staff performs an array of critical functions necessary for program 
administration. These functions include member and provider relations and education; 
developing SoonerCare payment policies; managing programs to fight waste, fraud and abuse; 
etc. A board of directors meets monthly to direct and oversee the operations of OHCA. Board 
members are appointed by the governor, president pro tempore of the Oklahoma Senate and the 
speaker of the Oklahoma House of Representatives. OHCA also has numerous oversight boards, 
advisory committees, and task forces, which all ensure that decisions are made to best serve 
members’ needs while maintaining the fiscal integrity of the agency.   


OHCA is capable of operating a multi-billion dollar agency with a total budget exceeding 
$4 billion dollars. In state fiscal year 2010, over 885,000 Oklahomans (1 in 4 Oklahomans) were 
served by Oklahoma Medicaid (namely SoonerCare) programs. OHCA is among the top 
Medicaid agencies in terms of members served and total operating budget.  OHCA is seen as a 
leader among other state Medicaid agencies and is often asked to share best-practices in terms of 
policy, process, and systems with other states across the nation.  In 2010 OHCA set a new record 
for claims processing, processing over 1,000,000 claims and paying over $101,000,000 in one 
week.  In order for OHCA to successfully process such tremendous volume, well-designed and 
high-functioning information systems must already be in place to support the citizens of 
Oklahoma and the care they seek.  OHCA has created and maintained an agency culture of being 
proactive and innovative.  At every level of staff, value is placed in producing high quality work.    


OHCA has gained national recognition as a leader in the development of new, innovative 
programs and information systems to support such programs.  Most recently, two projects have 
been successfully implemented which required substantial modification and creation of 
information systems, business processes, and monitoring systems:  OE and IO. These two OHCA 
projects have had significant visibility and impact upon the Oklahoma Medicaid program.  


The first project, Online Enrollment (OE), is the state’s first electronic enrollment system 
for Oklahoma Medicaid members.  The OE project is seen largely as the ‘front-end’ eligibility 
piece necessary within a health benefit exchange system.  The OE project creates the capability 
to do OE and real-time eligibility determinations and provides the flexibility to support rapid 
rates of change that exist in the current environment. The OE project was made possible by a 
Transformation Grant from CMS.  OE enables potential members to apply for Oklahoma 
Medicaid via the internet.  The OE process creates a single-point-of-entry intake that determines 
whether the applicant is qualified for SoonerCare.  This process is highly-adaptable and removes 
many of the enrollment obstacles for thousands of Oklahomans.    


The second project, Insure Oklahoma (IO), is the state’s first premium assistance 
program.  The IO program was implemented under the federal Health Insurance Flexibility and 
Accountability waiver and is a unique product designed to provide affordable health coverage to 
adults and their families who are either uninsured or at risk of losing their coverage due to high 
premium costs.  Coverage can take one of two forms.  The first form of coverage is the ESI 
where the member works for an Oklahoma small business, has access to qualified group 
insurance products, and meets income eligibility limits.  The second form of coverage is the IP 
where the member is either unemployed, or working for a small business which does not offer a 
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qualified group insurance product.  Individuals in the IO IP program purchase limited coverage 
directly from the OHCA for a reduced premium.  


The IO program is seen largely as a first step towards the establishment of an exchange-
type system. Changes will be required to the OE project to expedite enrollment of IO members. 
These changes will include automation of the employer enrollment and invoice payment 
processes, automation of the social security verification process, and implementation of an online 
credit card payment module for premium payments. OHCA’s preparations for implementing 
these changes to the OE system for IO place it in a unique position to be ready to expand the OE 
system for the proposed Exchange expansion. 


OHCA’s reputation of successfully implementing and managing new programs has been 
validated by several independent, external reports.  Surveys and reports conducted by the 
University of Oklahoma for the IO program have indicated very high satisfaction levels by 
members, for both services received as well as systems used to enroll and gain information. IO 
reports can be found at http://www.insureoklahoma.org/WorkArea/showcontent.aspx?id=4424.  
OHCA also publishes a comprehensive quality report, Minding Our P’s & Q’s – Performance 
and Quality. This report includes information on recent updates and new quality initiatives such 
as the electronic newborn-1 enrollment system, interagency data matching, and the patient-
centered medical home, which are prime examples of successfully implemented information 
systems projects. In addition, OHCA produces an annual Service Efforts and Accomplishments 
(SEA) report which includes outcomes data related to OHCA’s six overarching goals.  OHCA 
annually monitors where it is and where it is heading in the coming years.  This SEA report 
essentially provides the agency with a snapshot of strengths and weaknesses that can be 
addressed both systematically and programmatically. Each of the above reports can be found at 
http://www.okhca.org/research.aspx?id=84&parts=7447.   


 
Authority to Oversee Effort and Ensure Collaboration / Engaging Stakeholders 


OHCA employs a strong, multi-faceted organizational approach as exemplified in the 
organizational chart found within the attachments.  OHCA is led by an appointed board of 
directors, and an executive staff comprised of a chief executive officer, state Medicaid director, 
deputy state Medicaid director, two deputy chief executive officers, general counsel, chief 
medical officer, chief information officer, chief of staff and chief financial officer.  The agency’s 
management structure is divided by areas of expertise and include directors in the areas of 
behavioral health, pharmacy, long-term care, premium assistance, member and provider services, 
care management and authorization, quality assurance, administration, finance, information 
services, legal, communications and reporting, and policy, planning and integrity divisions. The 
agency, in all areas of expertise, provides input into the strategic plan of the agency. OHCA, its 
health partners, advocacy groups, legislators and other stakeholders meet annually to discuss the 
agency’s upcoming enhancements, goals and challenges.  These meetings help guide and set the 
strategic plan for that specific year. Leading up to the annual strategic planning event, OHCA 
staff conducts numerous formal and informal discussions with stakeholders across the state.  
These interactions allow OHCA to maintain and create relationships with stakeholders, gaining 
their valuable input as to the design and implementation of projects and programs serving the 
citizens of our state.  


The planning and development unit of the agency, on a daily basis, conducts large and 
small workgroups, ad hoc meetings, task oriented small groups, open meetings, etc all for the 
purpose of seeing the planning process through to implementation. The planning and 
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development unit is comprised of project managers tasked with gathering experts both inside and 
outside the agency to design and oversee implementation of high priority projects. This effort 
requires substantial buy-in and involvement of various other agencies. In Oklahoma the key state 
health agencies playing a key role in the health care system include but are not limited to the 
OKDHS, ODMHSAS, OSDH, and Oklahoma medical schools including the University of 
Oklahoma (OU) and Oklahoma State University (OSU).  Many other for-profit and non-profit 
health centers are partnering with the OHCA’s efforts some of which include the OKPCA, 
Tribal/Indian Health Centers, Indian Health Services, OHA, Oklahoma Chapters of the American 
Medical Association, OID and numerous private health carriers for the IO program.  Engagement 
of partner agencies occurs at many levels through the executive staff, management, and solicited 
involvement for specific projects where efforts can be streamlined and maximized.  It is 
anticipated that this project will seek out involvement of partners by invitation to an initial 
meeting to discuss the opportunity, then following the processes already set forth by OHCA, 
convening a large working group, smaller sub-groups tasked with specific solution gathering, 
and ad hoc discussions.  All workgroups agree to meet monthly, and more frequently if needed.  
OHCA’s planning and development unit staff of project managers will develop agenda’s for each 
meeting (with input from key personnel) and update task lists / action plans accordingly.  A 
website for distribution of meeting information (i.e. agendas, minutes, action plans, outstanding 
questions, etc) will be created to ensure transparency in the design and development process.   


   
Qualification of Staff and Contractors 


The key program personnel for this grant project will include OHCA staff.  Descriptions 
of their qualifications, training/education and years of experience are detailed in an attachment to 
the grant application.  Other project staff will be hired after the grant is awarded.  The project 
staff will work under the direction of the OHCA key program personnel, in accordance with their 
area of expertise.  Descriptions of duties and qualifications for the proposed staff members are as 
follows: 


The Exchange Project Manager will work with the diverse groups (e.g. insurance agent 
associations, trade associations, state and federal agencies, local agencies and advocacy groups) 
necessary to the development of an exchange infrastructure. This position will have the 
responsibility of coordinating with other stakeholders to provide services and support to the 
project. The Exchange Project Manager will be required to have a Bachelors degree and a 
minimum of five years experience in a related field.  The qualifications for this position include: 
Coordinating large complex projects; creating consensus among stakeholders; communicating 
effectively; knowledge of analytical, statistical and evaluative methods; and knowledge of theory 
and methods of statistical research; 


The Operations Project Manager will oversee the assessment, policy development, 
program planning, and research and evaluation activities of the infrastructure project.  This 
position will develop, strengthen and coordinate a strategic approach to policy development; 
introduce economic analysis as a routine component of assessment; and build capacity for 
program evaluation.  The Operations Project Manager will be required to have a Bachelors 
degree and a minimum of five years experience in a related field.  The qualifications for this 
position include: interpreting regulations and applying them; effective oral and written 
communication; ability to organize one’s work; interpreting the impact and implementation of 
decisions; and advanced level skills in management and public health concepts. 


The Technical Project Manager will oversee the development and implementation of the 
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IT systems architecture, network and databases necessary for the Exchange.  This position is 
responsible for ensuring that recommended standards and frameworks are adhered to including 
the use of iterative and incremental development methodologies. The Technical Project 
Manager is also responsible for the coordination and monitoring of multiple vendors contracted 
for various technical sections of the project. The Technical Project Manager will be required to 
have a Bachelors degree and a minimum of five years experience in a related field.  The 
qualifications for this position include: Advanced level skills in project management; planning 
and staff coordination; knowledge of network architecture and design; identity management 
processes; MMIS systems; methods of interfacing multiple state level data sets; and InRule. 


Five Senior Systems Analysts will be responsible for oversight of the development and 
implementation of the business processes necessary for the infrastructure. They will also 
oversee and participate in the gathering, development and analysis of data required to ensure 
successful results, providing research and project design support. The Senior Systems Analysts 
will be required to have a Bachelors degree and five years experience in a related field with 
qualifications in network architecture and design; knowledge of standard X12N transaction 
codes; experience interfacing multiple state level data sets; proficiency using InRule to create 
rules engines; knowledge of identity management processes; and knowledge of and experience 
in MMIS systems. 


The Financial Analyst will perform the technical work involving review and analysis 
related to the operations and administration of the grant. This position plans and organizes the 
financial function for operation of the Exchange and works with grant staff to ensure 
appropriate classification, payment, problem resolution, tracking and reporting of expenditures. 
The Financial Analyst performs research and presents financial information as requested and 
assists in the tracking and reporting of performance information related to financial program and 
project evaluation. The Financial Analyst will be required to have a Bachelors degree and three 
years experience in budgeting, accounting, auditing, or finance with qualifications to apply 
analytical methodologies, cost allocation and interpret financial and technical reports. 


The final position identified for the project is an Administrative Assistant, who will act as 
office manager.  This position will be responsible for setting up meetings, copying, faxing and 
other necessary administrative duties. Other duties include preparing the analytical and statistical 
reports and documentation necessary for conferences and meetings, transcribing and utilizing the 
appropriate software to effectively communicate documentation to the necessary parties. The 
Administrative Assistant will be required to have a Bachelors degree with one year of 
experience.  Qualifications for this position include: Effective oral and written communication; 
interpersonal skills; ability to read/analyze/interpret reports; ability to prioritize tasks.  The full 
description of qualifications and skills required for each position can be found in the full job 
description of each position within the attachments. 


At this time the known contractor for this grant project will be HPES, OHCA’s current 
fiscal agent for all Medicaid programs.  HPES has a confirmed breadth and depth of experience 
and knowledge in the health care industry, and is a vendor with the demonstrated ability to bring 
innovative solutions paired with leading-edge technology. The strong relationship between 
OHCA and HPES and the shared history of success with the Oklahoma Medicaid program 
presents an opportunity to build on HPES’s industry-shaping accomplishments. HPES has nearly 
34 years of fiscal agent experience, signing its first contract in this capacity in October 1976 for 
the State of Texas. Since then, HPES has served as MMIS provider for 32 states, fiscal agent for 
24 states, and has successfully performed13 MMIS takeovers. In its national role as the number 
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one Medicaid fiscal agent, HPES is responsible for claims processing for 46 percent of the 
nation’s Medicaid population. As evidence of HPES’s dedication to quality and service 
excellence, 88 percent of customers when surveyed rated HPES as “excellent” or “good.” Since 
2002, HPES has implemented the interchange system in 11 states, including five in 2008. These 
states include Oklahoma, Alabama, Connecticut, Florida, Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Wisconsin, and are under way with MMIS 
implementations in Georgia and Ohio. As a business and technology partner to 21 state Medicaid 
programs and a fiscal agent to 17 of them, HPES has tremendous depth of understanding of the 
MMIS business and what it takes to support and administer these services.  


Other contractors for this grant will be determined as the project progresses and their 
specific scope of work is defined. The federal Office of Consumer Information and Insurance 
Oversight will be consulted for comment on the proposed scope of work for the contractor 
charged with developing an exchange in Oklahoma. In addition, the OHIET will be given the 
opportunity to review any scope of work and subsequent RFPs that are created for this grant 
project.  This review will take place prior to the RFPs being released for formal response and 
will ensure the grant project development is coordinated with existing technological efforts 
underway in Oklahoma. The OHIET is a state‐beneficiary public trust created under Oklahoma 
Senate Bill 1373, expressly serving as Oklahoma's permanent SDE through which Oklahoma 
will achieve its objectives of expanding existing resources and leveraging new resources to 
promote HIE, not only during the current SHIECAP grant period, but well into the future. 


 
Capabilities of Partners to Engage in the Program 


OHCA, its health partners, advocacy groups, legislators, and other stakeholders meet 
annually to discuss the agency’s upcoming enhancements, goals and challenges.  This effort 
requires substantial buy-in and involvement of various other agencies. OHCA continues to 
commit substantial time and energy in the relationships with its stakeholders.  Engagement of 
stakeholders occurs at many levels through the executive staff, management, and solicited 
involvement for specific projects where efforts can be streamlined and maximized.  The 
previously mentioned partner entities have demonstrated, through previous experience, a 
dedication to partnership with the OHCA and project of significant importance to Oklahoma’s 
health care system.  Ways in which stakeholders have engaged with OHCA include writing 
letters of support; attendance, representation and participation at workgroup meetings; 
contribution of opinions/ideas/solutions for high priority projects; identification of key personnel 
to act as point person of representation from each entity; commitment of in-kind effort such as 
policy writers, information systems technicians, temporary operational staff, and staff training 
time; and expertise of key staff. The same level of commitment and capabilities are anticipated to 
be utilized for this project.  


 
Cooperative Agreements with Other Entities 


OHCA has both formal and informal agreements in place with various other entities. 
Formal agreements include the OKDHS, ODMHSAS, OID and the OESC.  These formal 
agreements allow OHCA to share information as well as personnel and certain processing 
functions. 


Informal agreements exist between OHCA and private entities such as insurance carriers, 
independent insurance brokers/agents, business groups such as state and local chambers of 
commerce, as well as trade organizations. The informal agreements facilitate planning and 


  27 
 







development of new programs as well as providing an efficient method of transmitting 
information concerning completed/operational programs.  


As a result of the planning and development processes already in place, the agency is 
poised to “hit the ground running” once cooperative agreements and contracts are in place for 
this grant effort. OHCA’s experienced staff of project managers, as well as tracking/monitoring 
systems already in place to provide indication of progress, will benefit the project.  OHCA will 
use the experience gained through the development of large-scale projects such as IO and OE 
and apply lessons learned to this grant project.   


 
Ability to Act Quickly and Focus on Cost-Effectiveness 
 This grant project, like any other business transaction, will benefit from the market-
driven competition among contractors to vie for best price. Oklahoma currently operates within 
an environment of limited state resources which has resulted in the agency having to maximize 
productivity while minimizing financial expense. This grant project will utilize three contractors 
primarily for the development of the exchange. Competitive bidding processes from a formal 
RFPs release will return the most qualified and economical contractor for the job.  Key staff 
members will be salaried at the state-agency rate, based upon their skill set, qualifications, 
experience, and level of functions to be performed on the job. 


There are key components of this proposal that offer value to citizens. Citizens will use 
the OE system if, and only if, there is tangible value given. Small businesses have a high 
satisfaction with the IO product line. This proposal will add the IO/IP.  This is a public product 
option that is aimed at individual proprietor businesses meeting qualifications.  


The PHR will be integrated into the web hosting OE.  This will yield a single logon for 
citizen access into both systems. Future enhancements would add even greater value. The 
personal health record will interface into the statewide HIE when available. This would generate 
additional value as the system can then tap into a greater set of data that citizens would access. 
The issuance of a WEDI standard ID card would help facilitate health care access at any entry 
point into health care delivery.  


The transition in conducting eligibility and enrollment for the Exchange conducted 
whether in-house or by contractor, will require changes in current operations by OHCA. OHCA 
has plans to operate a call center and web portal. All phone calls and printed materials regarding 
eligibility will direct members/applicants to a central number.  
 
Evaluation Plan  


The Early Innovator’s performance plan will be a critical component of the successful 
completion of this project.  The magnitude of the desired outcome and the coordination of the 
many “moving parts” necessary to carry out the planning, development and implementation of 
this multidimensional system will require consistent tracking and monitoring of performance.  
Communication of objectives and project progress to stakeholders means careful attention must 
be paid to the development of relevant measures and timely reporting. 


The plan for building the infrastructure to support Oklahoma’s Health Insurance 
Exchange allows for multiple points of program and project evaluation. Basic beginning 
measures will be developed as teams are assembled, tasks assigned, decisions made and 
resources identified.   


The evaluation plan has a twofold purpose.  One is to track and manage the project 
process to ensure milestones, cost objectives and grant requirements are being met. The other 
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will be designed to address the outcomes desired for the system itself. For each objective and 
measure, an owner will be assigned to ensure responsibility for tracking and monitoring 
performance is clearly identified.  Each measure will be assigned a reporting period to ensure 
that information is available for timely monitoring.  With these goals in mind, the following 
objectives and performance measures will be set and monitored for a variety of purposes: 


1. Report progress to federal government and interested states. 
2. Inform project managers and staff of progress. 
3. Quickly and easily identify deficiencies for immediate problems solving, such as 


redistributing resources, notifying affected project task owners and communicating with 
appropriate stakeholders. 


4. Inform Oklahoma administration and stakeholders of project progress and program 
performance. 
Cost is always a major concern of a project of this magnitude.  Setting strategic cost 


objectives and monitoring the related measures will be one of the main functions of the project 
management. This information will be tracked and reported separately to evaluate overall cost.  
Cost information will also be tracked and reported by project structure for ease of evaluating cost 
compared to benefit.  In addition to assisting in managing our own project, evaluation of project 
costs will also provide educational assistance to states that may utilize our results in their policy 
and infrastructure decisions. 


Stakeholder involvement is a valuable resource to OHCA, and the health care community 
has many active members interested in developing a strong health IT infrastructure to support a 
healthy Oklahoma.  Consumers, private sector entities and health care providers will all be 
included in the process of identifying what information exchange should look like.  This process 
will result in specific qualitative elements that will be incorporated into the design and become 
part of the performance measurement process. 


Eventually, consumer (citizens, providers, small businesses and other private sector 
entities, and government entities) satisfaction measurement strategies will be designed to gauge 
the value of the system.  This will become part of the infrastructure itself to ensure continuous 
quality assessment and improvement. 


Tracking and reporting on such a large project with diverse requirements and 
stakeholders will necessitate placing a priority on the monitoring of performance data.  Due to 
the complexity, the plan will be developed and monitored internally and the collection of data 
and statistical analysis will be performed by the OUHSC and the OSU-CHS Center for Rural 
Health in an effort to eliminate any bias in the process and help guarantee the accuracy of results.  
Both OUHSC and OSU-CHS have previously successfully performed similar support and 
analytical services for Oklahoma’s state agencies and health care providers. 
Project Evaluation 


In conjunction with the milestones reported in the timeline, OHCA will identify specific 
objectives with corresponding performance measures for each phase of the project.  The project 
as defined by the grantor sets specific reporting requirements and timelines which will be 
incorporated into the project performance plan.  These include project timeliness based on the 
SDLC reviews, cost tracking compared to budget expectations, and measures based on objectives 
and deliverables assigned to each phase.  OHCA’s work plan will also be utilized as a 
performance tracking instrument. 


The SDLC methodology lends itself well to measurement and tracking.  The framework 
is divided into clearly defined phases with specific deliverables which will drive completion 
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targets and output expectations.  Objectives will be set for the project process to ensure progress 
is monitored and reported in a timeframe that allows for adjustment, appropriate reporting and 
problem solving when issues arise. 


In addition to performance measures based on the SDLC framework, teams tasked with 
specific parts of the project will add performance measures reflecting design decisions.  This will 
ensure that accountability and reporting levels for each phase have specific measures based on 
objectives, individuals own those measures for monitoring and reporting, and project 
management staff is constantly informed of progress. 
Program Evaluation 


The expectation of modular products lends itself well to performance evaluation, creating 
natural outcome-based performance points.  For each of the four core exchange modules 
(Eligibility, Enrollment, Premium Tax Credits Administration and Cost Sharing Assistance 
Administration), objectives relating to functionalities specified by the project plan will be set. 
Many system interoperability and security standards have been clearly expressed in the Section 
1561 and will be used to develop broad measures for the core modules.  These measures can be 
shared across states and allow comparability across the nation and provide for national 
performance results. In addition, state-specific objectives identified for the project will also be 
shared with all interested states or other stakeholders who express an interest.  It is anticipated 
that basic measures will be set and additional measures added as functionality is fully defined, 
system integration goals identified, and stakeholder input is provided.   
 







Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


Salaries and 
Wages 


$624,000 $624,000 N/A FTE 
POSITION 


Qty 
Annual 
Salary 


OCIIO Funds 


Exchange Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Operations Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Technical Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Senior Systems Analyst 5 $325,000 $325,000 
Financial Analyst  1 $40,000 $40,000 
Administrative Support 1 $40,000 $40,000 


Grant Year One 10 $624,000 $624,000 
 
Exchange Project Manager:  The EPM will build collaborative working relationships with diverse 
groups (e.g. insurance agent associations, trade associations, state and federal agencies, local agencies 
and advocacy groups) necessary to the development of an exchange infrastructure that meets the 
requirements of the grant and the needs of Oklahoma. The EPM will develop an infrastructure to 
oversee/coordinate with other stakeholders and provide services and support to the Oklahoma Health 
Insurance Exchange project.  Coordinates with the OPM and TPM to ensure stakeholder input is 
communicated and included in planning, development and implementation of the project. 
 
Operations Project Manager: Provides oversight and guidance in the planning and development of the 
infrastructure necessary for the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange project. Oversees the assessment, 
policy development, program planning, research, and evaluation activities of the infrastructure project.  
The OPM will develop, strengthen and coordinate a strategic approach to policy development; introduce 
economic analysis as a routine component of assessment, evaluation and policy development activities; 
and build capacity for program evaluation.   
 
Technical Project Manager: Oversees the development and implementation of the IT systems 
architecture, network and databases necessary for the infrastructure. Responsible for ensuring that the 
Office of the National Coordinator’s (ONC) recommended standards and Systems Development Life 
Cycle (SDLC) frameworks are adhered to including the use of iterative and incremental development 
methodologies. Responsible for the coordination and monitoring of multiple vendors contracted for 
various technical sections of the project. Oversees and participates in the gathering, development and 
analysis of data required to ensure successful results; for recognizing and resolving problems at all 
phases of development and implementation; ensuring the interoperability and standardization necessary 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


for systems use by other states; providing research and project design support and training to other States 
and agency partners. 
 
Senior Systems Analyst: Oversees the development and implementation of the business processes 
necessary for the infrastructure. Oversees and participates in the gathering, development and analysis of 
data required to ensure successful results; for recognizing and resolving problems at all phases of 
development and implementation; providing research and project design support and training to other 
States and agency partners. 
 
Financial Analyst: Performs technical work involving review and analysis related to the operations and 
administration of the grant.  Works with grant staff to ensure appropriate classification, payment, 
problem resolution, tracking and reporting of expenditures.  Performs research and presents financial 
information as requested.  Assists in the tracking and reporting of performance information related to 
financial program and project evaluation. 
 
Administrative Support. Acts as office manager for the project. Responsibilities include setting up 
meetings, copying, faxing and other necessary administrative duties. This position prepares the analytical 
and statistical reports and documentation necessary for conferences and meetings, both internal and 
external, transcribes and utilizes the appropriate software to effectively communicate documentation to 
the necessary parties. The Administrative Assistant is responsible for other documentation needed by the 
Exchange. Responsible for researching and analyzing inquires from internal and external factions and 
delivering timely responses. 
 


Fringe 
Benefits 


$281,424 $281,424 N/A 
CATEGORY 


FTE Total 
Salary 


Rate 
Annual Fringe 


Benefits 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Retirement 16.5% $102,960 $102,960 
FICA 7.7% $48,048 $48,048 
Insurance 19.9% $124,176 $124,176 
Workers Comp 0.7% $4,368 $4,368 
Unemployment 


$624,000 


0.3% $1,872 $1,872 
Grant Year One  45.1% $281,424 $281,424 


 
The fringe benefits rate is applied to salaried Oklahoma employees only.  Total salaries for Grant Year 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


One is $624,000 * 45.1% = $281,424 in Fringe Benefits. 
 


Consultant $1,248,000 $1,248,000 N/A Annual Number 
of Hours 


Rate 
Consultant’s 


Dedicated FTE 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO Funds 


2,080 $300 2 $1,248,000 $1,248,000 
 
The rate for the consultant will be all inclusive and be comprised of all materials, travel, equipment, and 
other costs associated with the fulfillment of the contract. 
 
Name of Consultant:  To be determined 
Organizational Affiliation:  N/A 
Nature of Services to Be Rendered:  Provide expertise and objective development of solutions and 


alternative options for the OHIEP. Provide guidance and develop the RFPs necessary to the project; 
research and provide information to facilitate the planning and technical design of the project 
including conducting JAD (Joint Application Design) sessions; and develop standards 
documentation. The consultant will be responsible for activities such as project evaluation, report 
compiling, monitoring, etc. 


Relevance of Service to the Project:  Provides technical expertise, experience, objectivity and 
independence to the process. 


The Number of Hours of consultation: 2,080 
The Expected Rate of Compensation:  $300 


 
Equipment $48,125 $48,125 N/A 


Equipment 
Number 
Needed 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Copier 1 $275.00 $2,475 $2,475 
Fax Server 1 $125.00 $1,125 $1,125 
Fileserver 1 $250.00 $2,250 $2,250 
Laptop 5 $100.00 $4,500 $4,500 
Printer – b/w 2 $100.00 $1,800 $1,800 
Printer – Color 1 $200.00 $1,800 $1,800 
Smart board 1 $200 $1,800 $1,800 
Telephone –Cell 5 $120.00 $5,400 $5,400 
Telephone- Equipment 5 $50.00 $2,250 $2,250 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


Workstation – hardware 5 $100 $4,500 $4,500 
Workstation – Software 5 $100 $4,500 $4,500 
Network Router 1 $150.00 $1,350 $1,350 
Video reproductions 1,250 $7.50 $9,375 $9,375 
Projectors 1 $1,000 $5,000 $5,000 


Grant Year Two   $48,125 $48,125 
 
Equipment includes office equipment to accommodate the staff of the project.  The costs have been 
prorated for the first year.  Workstation Software is a yearly subscription fee for the Microsoft Office 
Suite.  Copier, Printer and Fax Server are leased yearly at the monthly rate shown. All supplies (toner, 
ink cartridges, etc) are included in the lease.  Projects are overhead projectors and displays to be used at 
conferences, outreach events and meeting rooms. 
 


Supplies $15,390 $15,390 N/A 
Supplies 


Number 
Needed 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Educational pamphlets 2,000 ea. $2.75 $5,500 $5,500 
General office supplies 5 FTE $750.00 $3,750 $3,750 
Mailing envelopes 2,000 ea. $0.19 $380 $380 
Post office box 12 months $75.00 $900 $900 
Postage 2,000 ea. $0.43 $860 $860 
Video artist fees 20 hours $200.00 $4,000 $4,000 


Grant Year One   $15,390 $15,390 
 
Supplies include general office supplies and office equipment to accommodate the staff of the project. 
The costs have been prorated for the first year. The video artist will assist with creation of training and 
outreach video materials. 
 


Travel $31,275 $31,275 N/A 
OK TRAVEL FTE 


# 
Trip 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Mileage Reimbursement 20 20 $0.50 $1,800 $1,800 
Overnight 2 3 $82.00 $500 $500 
Per diem 2 3 $66.00 $400 $400 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


Annual In-State     $2,700 $2,700 
Annual Out-of-State *    $25,875 $25,875 


Grant Year One    $31,275 $31,275 
 
Oklahoma Travel includes local travel for outreach to various stakeholder groups across the state. 
Oklahoma is a large land mass state and the average round trip is 180 miles. A total of twenty (20) one 
(1) person trips are budgeted with two of the trips being overnight stays. 
 
*Out-of-State Travel    
  Local Transportation                 $25 
  Registration                              $200 
  Airfare  (Coach)                       $900 
  Hotel (2 nights @ $211)          $422 
  Per diem (2.5 days @ $71)      $178  
  Total Per Trip                        $1,725 x 3 people = $5,175 
 
Five Trips Annually               $5,175 x 5 trips = $25,875  
 
Out-of-state travel is budgeted for a total of three (3) FTE to make five (5) trips to Washington DC each 
including a two night stay to account for flight time requirements. Registration is calculated at three (3) 
FTE registering for five (5) at $200 per FTE per conference.   
 


Contractual $19,406,856 $19,406,856 N/A 
CONTRACTUAL 
OBLIGATIONS * 


Annual 
Contract 
Amount 


OCIIO 
Funds 


Exchange Fiscal Agent $6,535,000 $6,535,000 
Enrollment Fiscal Agent $12,871,856 $12,871,856 


Grant Year One $19,406,856 $19,406,856 
 
Exchange Fiscal Agent  
     Name of Contractor:     To be decided 
     Method of Selection:     RFP / Bid Process 
     Period of Performance:  Grant Year One 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


     Scope of Work:  Contract with a fiscal agent to assist with the analysis, design and 
development of a web portal and rules sets for private insurance carriers for the exchange, 
create a qualified plan repository, interface with the HL7 gateway planned by the 
SoonerCare Health Information Technology project, interface with the SoonerCare EDI 
gateway, required federal and state interfaces and provide administration for the (1) 
qualified health plans, (2) tax credits, and (3) cost-sharing.   


     Method of Accountability: Performance contract and project evaluation plan 
     Justification:  To obtain the capacity and technical knowledge to create the infrastructure for 


the exchange. 
     Itemized Budget: 


Exchange Fiscal Agent Hours Rate Cost 
Impact to 
Current 


Funding Sources 
Exchange Hardware, Software, Rules 


Development and Workflow 
1 ea.  $6,000,000 No Prior Funding 


Plan Interface Development 350 hrs. $100 $35,000 No Prior Funding 
Required Data Feeds (Exchange): State 


and Federal 
2,000 
hrs. 


$100 $200,000 No Prior Funding 


Required Data Feeds (Exchange): Cost 
Sharing 


3,000 
hrs. 


$100 $300,000 No Prior Funding 


Grant Year One   $6,535,000  
 
Enrollment Fiscal Agent 
     Name of Contractor:     HP Enterprise Systems 
     Method of Selection:     Fiscal Agent responsible for the existing online enrollment product. 
     Period of Performance:  Grant Year One 
     Scope of Work:  Contract with HP Enterprise Systems, OHCA fiscal agent to modify and 


enhance the current online enrollment system and develop an integrated intake system for 
WIC (Women, Infants and Children program) and the private insurance carriers 
participating in the Exchange.  Review current rule set structure and mitigate any 
variations from standard. Document standard rule sets and business functions using 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


recommended standards. Enhance existing EDI gateway transactions for the exchange of 
insurance information with private carriers and public programs.  Coordinate 
implementation with the HBX of an HL7 gateway with the SoonerCare Health 
Information Technology project.  Create WIC Visa interchange for purchase of WIC 
products at approved retailers. 


     Method of Accountability: Performance contract and project evaluation plan 
     Justification:  To utilize the current Fiscal Agent who developed the initial iteration of the 


Online Enrollment product to design and implement the enhancement. 
     Itemized Budget: 


Enrollment Fiscal Agent Unit Rate Cost 
Impact to Current 
Funding Sources 


Enhancements to EDI Gateway 
to Exchange Roster & Eligibility 
Data 


1 ea.  $75,000 No Prior Funding 


HL7 Gateway Design, 
Development & Implementation 


1 ea.  $100,000 No Prior Funding 


eMPI Electronic Master Patient 
Index 


1 ea.  $500,000 Remove from SHIECAP 


eMPx  Electronic Master 
Provider Index 


1 ea.  $500,000 Remove from SHIECAP 


InRule rules engine License & 
Hardware per month 


12 mo. $7,588 $91,056 
Remove from MMIS FA 


APD Reprocurement 
Online Enrollment Application, 
Workflow and Rules 
Modifications: IO & BCC 
Programs 


3,425 hrs. $100 $342,500 
Remove from MMIS FA 


APD Reprocurement 


Online Enrollment Application, 
Workflow & Rules 
Modifications: ACA 


1,500 hrs. $100 150,000 No Prior Funding 


3 FTE – Resolution Analyst 36 mo. $5,600 $201,600 Remove from SHIECAP 


1 FTE – Rules Analyst 12 mo. $5,886 $70,632 Remove from SHIECAP 


Existing Rules & Business 320 hrs. $100 $32,000 No Prior Funding 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


8 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


Processes document to standard 


ID Cards - Use WEDI standard 
& encode e-MPI number on card 


1,200,000 
cards 


$1.50 $1,800,000 No Prior Funding 


MMIS ACA & State Option 
Medicaid Expansion 


450 hrs. $100 $45,000 No Prior Funding 


Required Data Feeds (Medicaid): 
State & Federal 


800 hrs. $100 $80,000 No Prior Funding 


PHR and Hardware for Public & 
Private Consumers 


1,000,000 $2.4 $2,400,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


ADP Reprocurement 


Dashboard Software & Hardware 1 ea.  $350,000 
Remove from MMIS FA  


ADP Reprocurement 
Call Center Expansion:     


     Customer Service Reps 288 $5,886 $1,695,168 No Prior Funding 


     Call Center Charges 9 mo $60,100 $540,900 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 


     Lan/Telecom 9 mo $160,000 $1,440,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 


Postage 12 mo $184,000 $2,208,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 
HPES Online Enrollment 
Application, Workflow & Rules 
modifications for Non-Medicaid 
Consumers 


1,000 hrs $100 $100,000 No Prior Funding 


Enrollment Intake  Portal, 
Workflow & Rule Engine 
Modifications for WIC 


1,000 hrs $100 $100,000 No Prior Funding 


Interface to OSDH System 500 hrs $100 $50,000 No Prior Funding 


Grant Year One   
$12,871,85
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Total Grant 
Year One 


$21,655,070 $21,655,070 N/A  







Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


 
Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Salaries and 
Wages 


$624,000 $624,000 N/A FTE 
POSITION 


Qty 
Annual 
Salary 


OCIIO Funds 


Exchange Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Operations Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Technical Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Senior Systems Analyst 5 $325,000 $325,000 
Financial Analyst 1 $40,000 $40,000 
Administrative Support 1 $40,000 $40,000 


Grant Year Two 6 $624,000 $624,000 
 
Exchange Project Manager:  The EPM will build collaborative working relationships with diverse 
groups (e.g. insurance agent associations, trade associations, state and federal agencies, local agencies 
and advocacy groups) necessary to the development of an exchange infrastructure that meets the 
requirements of the grant and the needs of Oklahoma. The EPM will develop an infrastructure to 
oversee/coordinate with other stakeholders and provide services and support to the Oklahoma Health 
Insurance Exchange project.  Coordinates with the OPM and TPM to ensure stakeholder input is 
communicated and included in planning, development and implementation of the project. 
 
Operations Project Manager: Provides oversight and guidance in the planning and development of the 
infrastructure necessary for the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange project. Oversees the 
assessment, policy development, program planning, and research and evaluation activities of the 
infrastructure project.  The OPM will develop, strengthen and coordinate a strategic approach to policy 
development; introduce economic analysis as a routine component of assessment, evaluation and 
policy development activities; and build capacity for program evaluation.   
 
Technical Project Manager Oversees the development and implementation of the IT systems 
architecture, network and databases necessary for the infrastructure. Responsible for ensuring that the 
Office of the National Coordinator’s (ONC) recommended standards and Systems Development Life 
Cycle (SDLC) frameworks are adhered to including the use of iterative and incremental development 
methodologies. Responsible for the coordination and monitoring of multiple vendors contracted for 
various technical sections of the project. Oversees and participates in the gathering, development and 
analysis of data required to ensure successful results; for recognizing and resolving problems at all 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


phases of development and implementation; ensuring the interoperability and standardization 
necessary for systems use by other states; providing research and project design support and training 
to other States and agency partners. 
 
Senior Systems Analyst: Oversees the development and implementation of the business processes 
necessary for the infrastructure. Oversees and participates in the gathering, development and analysis 
of data required to ensure successful results; for recognizing and resolving problems at all phases of 
development and implementation; providing research and project design support and training to other 
States and agency partners. 
 
Financial Analyst: Performs technical work involving review and analysis related to the operations 
and administration of the grant.  Works with grant staff to ensure appropriate classification, payment, 
problem resolution, tracking and reporting of expenditures.  Performs research and presents financial 
information as requested.  Assists in the tracking and reporting of performance information related to 
financial program and project evaluation. 
 
Administrative Support. Acts as office manager for the project. Responsibilities include setting up 
meetings, copying, faxing and other necessary administrative duties. This position prepares the 
analytical and statistical reports and documentation necessary for conferences and meetings, both 
internal and external, transcribes and utilizes the appropriate software to effectively communicate 
documentation to the necessary parties. The Administrative Assistant is responsible for other 
documentation needed by the Exchange. Responsible for researching and analyzing inquires from 
internal and external factions and delivering timely responses. 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Fringe 
Benefits 


 
 


$281,424 $281,424 N/A 
CATEGORY 


FTE Total 
Salary 


Rate 
Annual Fringe 


Benefits 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Retirement 16.5% $102,960 $102,960 
FICA 7.7% $48,048 $48,048 
Insurance 19.9% $124,176 $124,176 
Workers Comp 0.7% $4,368 $4,368 
Unemployment 


$624,000 


0.3% $1,872 $1,872 
Grant Year Two  45.1% $281,424 $281,424 


 
The fringe benefits rate is applied to salaried Oklahoma employees only.  Total salaries for Grant Year 
One is $624,000 * 45.1% = $281,424 in Fringe Benefits. 
 


Consultant $1,248,000 $1,248,000 N/A Annual Number 
of Hours Rate 


Consultant’s 
Dedicated FTE 


Annual 
Expenses OCIIO Funds 


2,080 $300 2 $1,248,000 $1,248,000 
 
The rate for the consultant will be all inclusive and be comprised of all materials, travel, equipment, 
and other costs associated with the fulfillment of the contract. 
 
Name of Consultant:  To be determined 
Organizational Affiliation:  N/A 
Nature of Services to Be Rendered:  Provide expertise and objective development of solutions and 


alternative options for the OHIEP. Provide guidance and develop the RFPs necessary to the 
project; research and provide information to facilitate the planning and technical design of the 
project including conducting JAD (Joint Application Design) sessions; and develop standards 
documentation. The consultant will be responsible for activities such as project evaluation, report 
compiling, monitoring, etc. 


Relevance of Service to the Project:  Provides technical expertise, experience, objectivity and 
independence to the process. 


The Number of Hours of consultation: 2,080 
The Expected Rate of Compensation:  $300 


 
Equipment $48,125 $48,125 N/A Equipment Number Rate Annual OCIIO 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Needed Expenses Funds 
Copier 1 $275.00 $2,475 $2,475 
Fax Server 1 $125.00 $1,125 $1,125 
Fileserver 1 $250.00 $2,250 $2,250 
Laptop 5 $100.00 $4,500 $4,500 
Printer – b/w 2 $100.00 $1,800 $1,800 
Printer – Color 1 $200.00 $1,800 $1,800 
Smart board 1 $200 $1,800 $1,800 
Telephone –Cell 5 $120.00 $5,400 $5,400 
Telephone- Equipment 5 $50.00 $2,250 $2,250 
Workstation – hardware 5 $100 $4,500 $4,500 
Workstation – Software 5 $100 $4,500 $4,500 
Network Router 1 $150.00 $1,350 $1,350 
Video reproductions 1,250 $7.50 $9,375 $9,375 
Projectors 1 $1,000 $5,000 $5,000 


Grant Year Two   $48,125 $48,125 
 
Equipment includes office equipment to accommodate the staff of the project.  The costs have been 
prorated for the first year.  Workstation Software is a yearly subscription fee for the Microsoft Office 
Suite.  Copier, Printer and Fax Server are leased yearly at the monthly rate shown. All supplies (toner, 
ink cartridges, etc) are included in the lease.  Projects are overhead projectors and displays to be used 
at conferences, outreach events and meeting rooms. 
 


Supplies $15,390 $15,390 N/A 
Supplies 


Number 
Needed 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Educational pamphlets 2,000 ea. $2.75 $5,500 $5,500 
General office supplies 5 FTE $750.00 $3,750 $3,750 
Mailing envelopes 2,000 ea. $0.19 $380 $380 
Post office box 12 months $75.00 $900 $900 
Postage 2,000 ea. $0.43 $860 $860 
Video artist fees 20 hours $200.00 $4,000 $4,000 


Grant Year Two   $15,390 $15,390 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


 
Supplies include general office supplies and office equipment to accommodate the staff of the project. 
The costs have been prorated for the first year. The video artist will assist with creation of training and 
outreach video materials. 
 


Travel $31,275 $31,275 N/A 
OK TRAVEL FTE 


# 
Trip 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Mileage Reimbursement 20 20 $0.50 $1,800 $1,800 
Overnight 2 3 $82.00 $500 $500 
Per diem 2 3 $66.00 $400 $400 
Annual In-State     $2,700 $2,700 
Annual Out-of-State *    $25,875 $25,875 


Grant Year One    $31,275 $31,275 
 
Oklahoma Travel includes local travel for outreach to various stakeholder groups across the state. 
Oklahoma is a large land mass state and the average round trip is 180 miles. A total of twenty (20) one 
(1) person trips are budgeted with two of the trips being overnight stays. 
 
 
*Out-of-State Travel    
  Local Transportation                 $25 
  Registration                             $200 
  Airfare  (Coach)                       $900 
  Hotel (2 nights @ $211)          $422 
  Per diem (2.5 days @ $71)      $178  
  Total Per Trip                        $1,725 x 3 people = $5,175 
 
Five Trips Annually               $5,175 x 5 trips = $25,875  
 
Out-of-state travel is budgeted for a total of three (3) FTE to make five (5) trips to Washington DC 
each including a two night stay to account for flight time requirements. Registration is calculated at 
three (3) FTE registering for five (5) at $200 per FTE per conference.   
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Contractual $31,752,824 $31,752,824 N/A 
CONTRACTUAL 
OBLIGATIONS * 


Annual 
Contract 
Amount 


OCIIO 
Funds 


Exchange Fiscal Agent $13,375,000 $13,375,000
Enrollment Fiscal Agent $18,377,824 $18,377,824


Grant Year Two $31,752,824 $31,752,824
 
Exchange Fiscal Agent  
     Name of Contractor:     To be decided 
     Method of Selection:     RFP / Bid Process 
     Period of Performance:  Grant Year One 
     Scope of Work:  Contract with a fiscal agent to assist with the analysis, design and 


development of a web portal and rules sets for private insurance carriers for the 
exchange, create a qualified plan repository, interface with the HL7 gateway planned 
by the SoonerCare Health Information Technology project, interface with the 
SoonerCare EDI gateway, required federal and state interfaces and provide 
administration for the (1) qualified health plans, (2) tax credits, and (3) cost-sharing.   


     Method of Accountability: Performance contract and project evaluation plan 
     Justification:  To obtain the capacity and technical knowledge to create the infrastructure 


for the exchange. 
     Itemized Budget: 


Exchange Fiscal Agent Hours Rate Cost 
Impact to 


Current Funding 
Sources 


Exchange Hardware, Software, Rules 
Development and Workflow 


1 ea.  $13,000,000 No Prior Funding 


Plan Interface Development 750 hrs. $100 $75,000 No Prior Funding 
Required Data Feeds (Exchange): State 
and Federal 


2,000 hrs. $100 $200,000 No Prior Funding 


Required Data Feeds (Exchange): Cost 
Sharing 


1,000 hrs. $100 $100,000 No Prior Funding 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Grant Year Two   $13,375,000  


 
Enrollment Fiscal Agent 
     Name of Contractor:     HP Enterprise Systems 
     Method of Selection:     Fiscal Agent responsible for the existing online enrollment 


product. 
     Period of Performance:  Grant Year One 
     Scope of Work:  Contract with HP Enterprise Systems, OHCA fiscal agent to modify and 


enhance the current online enrollment system and develop an integrated intake system 
for WIC (Women, Infants and Children program) and the private insurance carriers 
participating in the Exchange.  Review current rule set structure and mitigate any 
variations from standard. Document standard rule sets and business functions using 
recommended standards. Enhance existing EDI gateway transactions for the exchange 
of insurance information with private carriers and public programs.  Coordinate 
implementation with the HBX of an HL7 gateway with the SoonerCare Health 
Information Technology project.  Create WIC Visa interchange for purchase of WIC 
products at approved retailers. 


     Method of Accountability: Performance contract and project evaluation plan 
     Justification:  To utilize the current Fiscal Agent who developed the initial iteration of the 


Online Enrollment product to design and implement the enhancement. 
     Itemized Budget: 


Enrollment Fiscal Agent Unit Rate Cost 
Impact to Current 
Funding Sources 


Enhancements to EDI 
Gateway to Exchange 
Roster & Eligibility Data 


1 ea.  $75,000 No Prior Funding 


HL7 Gateway Design, 
Development & 
Implementation 


1 ea.  $125,000 No Prior Funding 


eMPI Electronic Master 
Patient Index 


1 ea.  $500,000 Remove from SHIECAP 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


eMPx  Electronic Master 
Provider Index 


1 ea.  $200,000 Remove from SHIECAP 


InRule rules engine License 
& Hardware per month 


12 mo. $7,588 $91,056 
Remove from MMIS FA 


APD Reprocurement 
Online Enrollment 
Application, Workflow and 
Rules Modifications: IO & 
BCC Programs 


1,000 hrs. $100 $100,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


APD Reprocurement 


Online Enrollment 
Application, Workflow & 
Rules Modifications: ACA 


8,000 hrs. $100 $800,000 No Prior Funding 


3 FTE – Resolution Analyst 36 mo. $5,600 $201,600 Remove from SHIECAP 


1 FTE – Rules Analyst 12 mo. $5,886 $70,632 Remove from SHIECAP 
Existing Rules & Business 
Processes document to 
standard 


0 $100 $0 No Prior Funding 


ID Cards - Use WEDI 
standard & encode e-MPI 
number on card 


1,700,000 
cards 


$1.50 $2,550,000 No Prior Funding 


MMIS ACA & State Option 
Medicaid Expansion 


750 hrs. $100 $75,000 No Prior Funding 


Required Data Feeds 
(Medicaid): State & Federal 


300 hrs. $100 $30,000 No Prior Funding 


PHR and Hardware for 
Public & Private Consumers 


2,000,000 $2.4 $4,800,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


ADP Reprocurement 
Dashboard Software & 
Hardware 


1 ea.  $350,000 
Remove from MMIS FA  


ADP Reprocurement 
Call Center Expansion:     


     Customer Service Reps 576 $5,886 $3,390,336 No Prior Funding 


     Call Center Charges 12 mo $60,100 $721,200 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 


     Lan/Telecom 12 mo $160,000 $1,920,000 Remove from MMIS FA 
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Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Contract 


Postage 12 mo $184,000 $2,208,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 
HPES Online Enrollment 
Application, Workflow and 
Rules modifications for 
Non-Medicaid Consumers 1,100 hrs $100 $110,000 


No Prior Funding 


Enrollment Intake  Portal, 
Workflow and Rule Engine 
Modifications for WIC 300 hrs $100 $30,000 


No Prior Funding 


Interface to OSDH System 300 hrs $100 $30,000 No Prior Funding 


Grant Year Two   $18,377,824  


     
Total Grant 
Year Two 


$34,001,038 $34,001,038 N/A  


 
 
Grant Year One 


 
$21,655,070 


Grant Year One $34,001,038 
Total Grant $55,656,108 


 
 







Attachment A:  
Hardware-Servers &  Current MMIS Software 


HARDWARE - SERVERS 


Purpose Manufacturer Model O/S 
Total 


Memory Processor Name CPUs 
Total 
Cores 


Atlantes' Model Office Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


Atlantes' Production Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


COLD Production Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


COLD Test Environment Compaq ProLiant DL360 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
- S         1266MHz 


2 2 


COLD Test Environment VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 
Platform 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


511 MB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           
E7330  @ 2.40GHz 


1 1 


Domain Controller Compaq ProLiant DL580  Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Enterprise Edition 


1.50 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III 
Xeon processor 


1 1 


Domain Controller Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


1 2 


Domain controller HP ProLiant DL140 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.20GHz 


2 4 


Domain security and 
monitoring 


Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


DSS Production (2) Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


DSS Test Environment IBM 679021U Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


254 MB Intel(R) Pentium(R) 4 CPU 
1.80GHz 


1 1 


DSS Test Environment Compaq ProLiant DL320 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 1.50 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 


family      1133MHz 1 1 


Extranet Dell Computer 
Corporation PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 


2003, Standard Edition 4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 2 4 


Extranet    Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 2.00 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 


family      1133MHz 2 2 
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Attachment A:  
Hardware-Servers &  Current MMIS Software 


HARDWARE - SERVERS 


Purpose Manufacturer Model O/S 
Total 


Memory Processor Name CPUs 
Total 
Cores 


Extranet Test 
Environment 


IBM 679021U  Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Web Edition 


1022 MB Intel(R) Pentium(R) 4 CPU 
1.80GHz 


1 1 


Fax Server HP ProLiant DL380 
G5 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.25 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III 
Xeon processor 


2 4 


File server for internet 
servers 


Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.72 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
family      1400MHz 


1 2 


File server for internet 
servers 


Compaq TaskSmart 
N2400 


Microsoft Windows 2000 
Advanced Server 


1023 MB Intel Pentium III processor 2 2 


File storage repository Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


Firewall support and 
control 


Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


1 2 


iCE Development Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


iCE ITF Environment Dell Inc. PowerEdge 2950 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.99 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU            
5150  @ 2.66GHz 


2 2 


iCE Model Office Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.00 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
family      1400MHz 


1 2 


iCE Production (3) HP ProLiant DL580 
G5 


 Microsoft® Windows Server® 
2008 Datacenter 


64.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           
E7440  @ 2.40GHz 


4 16 


iCE Test Environment - -   0 b Not Assigned 0   


Internet front end Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.75 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
family      1400MHz 


1 2 


Internet front end Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


Intrusion Prevention VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 
Platform 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.62 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           
E7330  @ 2.40GHz 


1 1 


K2 Production Dell Inc. PowerEdge 2950 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.99 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU            
5160  @ 3.00GHz 


1 2 
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Attachment A:  
Hardware-Servers &  Current MMIS Software 


HARDWARE - SERVERS 


Purpose Manufacturer Model O/S 
Total 


Memory Processor Name CPUs 
Total 
Cores 


K2 Test Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.75 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
family      1400MHz 


2 2 


Medai Web Server HP ProLiant DL360 
G5 


 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Enterprise Edition 


3.25 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III 
Xeon processor 


2 8 


MMIS front end support Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


1 2 


Network monitoring Intel S28  Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Web Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
2.80GHz 


2 4 


Network server backup Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


1 2 


Online Enrollment (3) HP ProLiant DL380 
G6 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.99 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III 
Xeon processor 


2 8 


Patch server for 
maintaining servers 


VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 
Platform 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           
E7330  @ 2.40GHz 


1 1 


Phone system support IBM 679021U Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1022 MB Intel(R) Pentium(R) 4 CPU 
1.80GHz 


1 1 


Phone voice response 
(2) 


American 
Megatrends Inc. 


Atlantis  Microsoft Windows 2000 Server 1023 MB Intel Pentium III processor 2 2 


Remote dial in for 
website 


Compaq -   0 b Not Assigned   0 


RRI (6) Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


SQL server Dell Computer 
Corporation PowerEdge 6850  Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 


2003, Enterprise Edition 20.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.00GHz 4 16 


SQL server VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 
Platform 


 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Enterprise Edition 3.75 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           


X7350  @ 2.93GHz 2 4 


Terminal Server for 
OHCA field staff VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 


Platform 
Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 383 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 


3.60GHz 1 1 


3 







Attachment A:  
Hardware-Servers &  Current MMIS Software 
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HARDWARE - SERVERS 


Purpose Manufacturer Model O/S 
Total 


Memory Processor Name CPUs 
Total 
Cores 


Terminal server for 
remote user access 


Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


Text to Speech server Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 
500SC 


 Microsoft Windows 2000 Server 1023 MB Intel Pentium III processor 1 1 


 


SOFTWARE 


Software Vendor Version Function 
Oracle Oracle 10.2.0.3 RDBMS 
ETG Ingenix 6 Episode Treatment Grouper 
MapInfo Pitney Bowes 14.2 Address to Long/Lat conversion 
ACG John Hopkins 8.1 Adjusted Clinical Grouper 
Autosys CA 4.5 Batch Job Scheduler 
DRG MedAssets v27 Diagnosis code grouper 
HBOC McKesson 8.5.43.1 Claim Check 
C Compiler Sun Studio 11   
COBOL Compiler Micorofocus 4.0.1 sp2   
Otsort Optech 2003a   
Pkware PKWARE 3 Zip and UNZIP utilities 
X12 Translator Sybase 4.2.3   
Atlantes HP 9 Care Management 
RRI SunGard Formworks 4 Optical Recognition 
Business Objects SAP     
Excelcius       


 







Attachment B:  
Performance Measures 


Examples of Preliminary Project Performance Measures: 
Objective Measure Methods/Data Sources Measure Owner Initial Target 


Complete each identified phase 
within timeline 


Percent of phase completed Two week reporting of phase 
status to project manager 


Phase coordinator To be decided 


Complete each individual project 
phase deliverable 


Percent completion of risk 
analysis 


Weekly reporting of risk analysis 
status to project manager 
through completion of analysis 


Phase coordinator To be decided 


Begin SDLC reviews within 
timeline 


Date review started Report start date to project 
manager 


Phase Coordinator To be decided 


Remain within cost estimate for 
phase 


Percent of budget used for phase Cost of phase divided by cost 
budgeted for phase 


Phase Coordinator To be decided 


 
Examples of Preliminary Program Performance Measures 


Objective Measure Methods/Data Sources Measure Owner Initial Target 
Connect with state and federal 
resources for data verification 
and validation purposes 


Cooperative agreements executed 
with:  OSDH, ODMHSAS, IRS, OID, 
Private Contractors, OHIET, etc. 


Contracts Development Project Manager To be decided 


Transparent communication with 
stakeholders 


Number of individuals entering the 
web portal 


Systems Enrollment Report Project Manager To be decided 


Efficient consumer service 
through online transactions 


Percent of individuals completing 
application online 


Completed applications divided 
by number of individuals entering 
the web portal 


HBX Enrollment Manager To be decided 


 


Percent of applicants who receive 
an eligibility determination online 
at the time of application 
submission 


System design will include 
reporting mechanism to capture 
this data 


HBX Enrollment Manager 100% 


Promote private sector 
participation through ease of use 
and accuracy 


Number of participating health 
plans 


Systems Third Party 
Participation Report HBX Program Manager To be decided 


 Number of individuals who utilize 
third party assistance 


Systems Individual Applications 
Report 


HBX Program Manager To be decided 
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Attachment C: 
Organizational Chart  


Oklahoma Health Infrastructure And Exchange Project 
 
 


OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE 
AUTHORITY 


Contract Services Director 
Lynn Puckett 


OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE 
AUTHORITY 


Planning & Development 
Manager 


Buffy Heater 


Technical Project Manager Exchange Project Manager Operations Project Manager 


Senior Systems 
Analyst 


Senior Systems 
Analyst 


Administrative Assistant 


OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE 
AUTHORITY 
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Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person Anticipated Results 
Evaluation/ 


Measurement 
Task 1: Hire project staff & complete contractual arrangements    
Action Step 1.1 
Hire project staff & 
complete contracts with 
consultants & IT 
contractors.. 


Notice of grant award 
February 15, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& OHCA Staff 


Qualified staff will be 
hired   & specialized 
consultants & 
contractors sought via 
RFP. 


Staff positions filled by 
March 31, 2011, contracts 
completed by April 30, 
2011. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 2: Complete Project Startup Review (PSR)*    
Action Step 2.1 
Identify acquisition 
sources for the project.  


Notice of grant award 
February 15, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& OHCA Staff 


Sources for project 
supplies, commercial 
products sought via RFP. 


Necessary RFPs issued to 
fulfill project acquisition 
needs.   


Action Step 2.2 
Define high-level 
overview of the business 
process.  Identify basic 
business & technical 
risks/ issues. 


Notice of grant award 
February 15, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& OHCA Staff 


Business processes that 
may be impacted are 
outlined & risk categories 
for the project defined.  


Consensus reached for 
establishment of business 
processes.  Risk issues 
such as cost, scope, 
security & technology 
named. 


Action Step 2.3 
The issue that the project 
will address & 
alternatives identified.  
Initial performance 
measures developed.  


Notice of grant award 
February 15, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& OHCA Staff 


The purpose, goals, 
options & scope of the 
project defined; 
performance measures 
written. 


The entities & people 
impacted by the project 
clearly identified; 
measurable outcomes 
written,  


Action Step 2.4 
PSR briefings presented 
to OCIIO. 


TBD OHIEP project managers  
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on 
project progress. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of goals, 
plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 3: Conduct gap analysis of current status of OHIEP  & complete Architectural Review (AR)* 
Action Step 3.1 


Research public & private 
plan options; Identify 
needed regulatory 
changes 


February 15th through 
February 15th through 
March, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& consultants 


Public & private coverage 
options with current 
premiums created; 
Proposed legislative 
changes identified 


Availability & costs of 
public & private plans 
reported to group. 
Requests for needed 
legislation forwarded to 
appropriate government 
officials. 


Action Step 3.2 
OE core data gap analysis 
& required remediation  


February 15th through 
March, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& consultants 


“As is” overview of 
current OE system 
created.  


Initial systems change 
needs identified. 


Action Step 3.3 
Develop business process 
models, architectural 
diagrams & begin project 


February 15- March 16, 
2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& consultants 


Business process models 
of project infrastructure 
& scope developed; 
Implementation 


Business process models 
& requirements are 
approved by 
stakeholders.  
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requirements document.  requirements defined. Architectural diagrams 
provide for efficient 
progress 


Action Step 3.4 
AR briefings presented to 
OCIIO 


March 16, 2011 OHIEP project managers  
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on 
project progress. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of goals, 
plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 4: Create project taskforce for steering committee & conduct Product Baseline Review (PBR)* 
Action Step 4.1 
Initial meeting held to 
form steering committee; 
Hold quarterly meetings 
to keep committee 
engaged & informed. 


February 28, 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Formal workgroup 
created & will 
productively participate 
in developing options for 
project success 


Workgroup will refine 
work plan to assist 
meeting project goals. 


Action Step 4.2 


Create project process 
agreement & conduct IS 
risk assessment 


March to April 13, 2011 
Project steering 
committee 


Charter agreement 
between stakeholders 
written.  Evaluation of 
security controls & risk 
levels acknowledged. 


Stakeholders are in 
agreement about the 
project focus.  Accurate 
List of threats with 
recommended 
safeguards.   


Action Step 4.3 
 Develop project 
management plan, 
schedule & release plan 


March to April 13, 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Detailed plans, & 
procedures for managing 
the life cycle of the 
project developed.   


Processes & approaches 
for managing the project 
clearly defined.  Modules 
released as developed. 


Action Step 4.4  
PBR briefings presented 
to OCIIO 


April 13, 2011 OHIEP project managers  
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person Anticipated Results 
Evaluation/ 


Measurement 
Task 5: Collect, analyze & report data regarding the current status of OHIEP 
Action Step 5.1 
Conduct insurance 
carrier focus groups & 
survey. Present findings 
to steering committee. 


April 16, 2011 through 
October 31, 2011 


OHIEP Project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Focus group studies 
conducted, survey 
responses informative. 


Interim findings do assist 
in developing options to 
create Health Benefit 
Exchange 


Action Step 5.2 
Develop options, & models 
to provide access to the 
Health Benefit Exchange 
to all citizens. 


October 1, 2011 through 
January 31, 2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Options, strategies & 
models for access to the 
Health Benefit Exchange 
are finalized 


Options, strategies & 
models for the Health 
Benefit Exchange remove 
identified barriers to 
access. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 6: Create systems strategy analysis & conduct Preliminary Design Review (PDR)*    
Action Step 6.1 April to May 2011 OHIEP project managers, Necessary changes to OE Requirements analysis of 
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Review OE business rules, 
use case, documentation 
gap & remediation.  
Perform rules engine 
alignment. 


consultants & OHCA staff rules identified.  
Standards aligned with 
new requirements 


OE conducted.  Rules 
engine standards meet 
necessary regulations for 
implementation. 


Action Step 6.2 


Create system security 
plan, test plan & 
traceability matrix.  


April 17, 2011 to June 8, 
2011 


OHIEP Project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Overall approach to be 
used to test all functions 
& requirements of the 
system.  Strategy for 
security plan devised. 


All aspects of the system 
are successfully tested & 
federal standards are 
met. 


Action Step 6.3 


Develop logical data 
model, technical 
architecture diagrams & 
data use agreements. 


April 17, 2011 to June 8, 
2011 


OHIEP Project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Scope of the system 
development project 
defined. Technical 
architecture diagrams 
created.  Data use 
agreements approved by 
all partners. 


Logical Data Model is 
initiated.  Diagrams depict 
needed interfaces & 
connections.  Data use 
policies & procedures 
clearly represented. 


Action Step 6. 4 


PDR briefings presented 
to OCIIO 


June 8, 2011 OHIEP Project managers 
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 7: Define system detail requirements & conduct Detailed Design Review (DDR)*    
Action Step 7.1 


Create system design, 
interface control & 
database design 
documents 


June to September 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Technical system design 
specifications created.  
Source & target systems 
for the interface are 
identified. Impact from 
other systems noted.  


High-level overview of the 
system architecture 
created.  Preliminary 
interface requirements 
clearly defined.  The basic 
design approach is 
analyzed.  


Action Step 7.2 


Develop physical data 
model & review 
automated code review 
results 


June to September 2011 OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Artifacts required to 
achieve performance 
goals defined.  Source 
code checks for 
compliance are reviewed. 


Data design takes into 
account the facilities & 
constraints of the 
system.  Areas of 
compliance & non- 
compliance are identified. 


Action Step 7.3 


Define data management 
& data conversion plans.  


June to September 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Strategy created for data 
management to provide 
accurate information. 
Rationale & boundaries 
for the data conversion 
effort defined.  


Data management plan 
provides guidance for 
resource management & 
protection. Successful 
mapping of the data  to be 
converted to the new 
system accomplished.  


Action Step 7.4 
Begin development of 
Phase I dashboard, 
federal & state level data 


February to October 2011 OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Requirements analysis of 
Phase I systems 
development conducted. 
Database migration 


Requirements approved & 
system coding begins. 
Requirements for eMPI & 
eMPx meet standards & 
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feeds & SoonerCare  ACA 
integration. Develop 
harmonized eMPI & eMPx 


designed & analyzed. requirements. 


Action Step 7.5 
DDR briefings presented 
to OCIIO 


September 14, 2011 OHIEP project managers 
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 8: Finalize system detail requirements & conduct Final Detailed Design Review (DDR)*   
Action Step 8.1 


Create system design, 
interface control & 
database design 
documents 


September to December 
2011 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Technical system design 
specifications created.  
Source & target systems 
for the interface are 
identified. Impact from 
other systems noted.  


System architecture 
created.  Interface 
requirements clearly 
defined.  The basic design 
approach is analyzed.  


Action Step 8.2 


Develop physical data 
model, data management 
& data conversion plans 


September to December 
2011 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Artifacts required to 
achieve performance 
goals defined.  Strategy 
created for data 
management & 
conversion defined. 


Final design takes into 
account the facilities & 
constraints of the 
system. Data 
management plan 
provides guidance for 
management & 
protection. 


Action Step 8.3 
Create call center 
enhancement Develop 
rules engine & process 
for commercial carriers. 


June to December 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Systems for call center 
improved. Rules & 
process for commercial 
products defined. 


Call center system meets 
standards. Requirements 
for interface with 
commercial products 
successful. 


Action Step 8.4 
Define online application 
remediation & create 
enrollment application for 
commercial products. 


June to December 2011 OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Changes to OE identified 
to allow for integration of 
enrollment application for 
commercial products. 


Smooth transition for 
commercial carrier 
enrollment visualized & 
defined.  


Action Step 8.5 
Develop approved benefit 
package system 


June to December 2011 OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Benefit tiers & 
qualifications identified. 


Consensus reached for 
development of tier 
system. 


Action Step 8.6 


Review automated code 
review results  


September to December 
2011 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Source code checks for 
compliance within rules 
are reviewed. 


Areas of compliance & 
non- compliance are 
identified for project 
development. 


Action Step 8.7 
DDR briefings presented 
to OCIIO 


September to December 
2011 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person Anticipated Results 
Evaluation/ 


Measurement 
Task 9: Begin phase II system development    
Action Step 9.1 July 2011 to January 2012 OHIEP project managers, Process for commercial System capable of 
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Commercial premium 
process & IRS interface 
defined. 


consultants & OHCA staff premium identification & 
IRS tax credit notification 
outlined. 


integrating premium & 
IRS information. 


Action Step 9.2 


Dashboard Phase II with 
potential WIC integration, 
federal & state level data 
feeds created 


August 2011 to February 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Requirements analysis of 
Phase II systems 
development & data 
exchange with state & 
federal sources 
completed. 


Requirements approved & 
system coding begins. 


Action Step 9.3 
Integrate Insure 
Oklahoma Individual Plan 
(IP) with OE. 


September 2011 to July 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Roadmap to merge IP 
members into OE defined. 


Insure Oklahoma IP 
members transitioned 
into OE. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 10: Conduct Pre-Operational Readiness Review (Pre-ORR) & Operational Readiness Review (ORR)*   


Action Step 10.1 


Create contingency & 
implementation plans.  
Conduct Final Review 


December 2011 to October 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Strategy to be used to 
respond to any 
interruption to the 
system planned & ready.  


System is capable of 
operating without 
interruption. 


Action Step 10.2 


Complete Inter/Intra-
agency Agreement(s) 
(IAs) & Finalize Test Case 
Specification 


December 2011 to October 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Agreements between 
partner agencies are 
finalized.  Final 
requirements for specific 
tests identified. 


Consensus reached by all 
& agreements ready to be 
signed. Testing 
procedures implemented. 


Action Step 10.3 


 Create Training Plan & 
Finalize user, operations 
& maintenance manuals. 


December 2011 to October 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Manuals receive final 
approval. Training plan 
for users implemented. 


Manuals are ready & 
available for distribution 
to users. Training of core 
users achieved. 


Action Step 10.4 


 Integration & end-to-end 
testing cycles completed.  
Defect reports complete. 


December 2011 to June 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Testing is complete 
according to 
requirements.  Defects 
reports reviewed. 


System confirmation that 
the solution works 
correctly from end to 
end. System defects 
corrected for smooth 
implementation. 


Action Step 10.5 


 Test summary & security 
testing results reviewed. 


December 2011 to June 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Completed report of 
testing process & results. 
Evaluation of system 
security completed. 


Successful testing cycle 
reported. System 
security meets standards 
& requirements.  


Action Step 10.6 


Pre-ORR briefings 
presented to OCIIO 


June 13, 2012 OHIEP project managers 
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 
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Operations Project Manager 
Position Purpose: The Operations Project Manager (OPM) provides oversight & guidance in the 
planning & development of the infrastructure necessary for the Oklahoma Health Insurance 
Exchange project. Oversees the assessment, policy development, program planning, & research 
& evaluation activities of the infrastructure project. The OPM will develop, strengthen & 
coordinate a strategic approach to policy development; introduce economic analysis as a routine 
component of assessment, evaluation & policy development activities; & build capacity for 
program evaluation. Participates in the identification of key strategic opportunities & interfaces 
with executive staff, staff &/or government agency officials in the representation & development 
of strategic planning. The OPM will develop an infrastructure to oversee & coordinate with other 
agency functions & provide services & support to the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange 
project.  
Principle Activities:  
 Develops, leads, directs & evaluates the strategic direction/overall business plan.  
 Works in close collaboration with partners & stakeholders, health care professionals & 


participating agencies in developing & facilitating a political understanding of the principles 
& practices underlying Federally funded health care delivery systems. 


 Writes reports for Federal & State purposes on project status, developments & challenges 
encountered to date. Interacts with State & Federal officials to ensure the necessary 
quantitative, qualitative & required Federal reporting is filed timely. 


 Assists in identifying groups, agencies & individuals that could be impacted in the planning 
process & facilitates participation of interested groups. Meets with State & Federal officials 
in the development & approval of strategies & options. 


 Directs the development of new outreach material; ensures that these materials are in 
compliance with existing State & Federal regulations. 


o Conducts research in order to compile & analyze data on economic & social 
regulatory factors that may affect the feasibility & scope of proposed initiatives. 


 Coordinates with HHS, CMS & other regulatory agencies on grants, new initiatives & other 
special projects to ensure adherence to laws & policy.  


 Establishes timeframes needed to complete projects according to Federal, State &/or agency 
management deadlines.  


 Maintains knowledge of current trends & developments (internal/external educational 
programs or professional meetings); revising existing practices as necessary. 


 Coordinates, facilitates & leads groups in the completion of projects, including workgroups 
comprised of personnel, at all levels, from other units, divisions or agencies for the purpose 
of discussion &/or consensus concerning specific projects. 


 Reviews proposed legislation & recommends changes; may act as a legislative liaison.  
 Oversees contractual agreements; monitors contractor performance & productivity. 
Qualifications: Skills in interpreting regulations & applying them, effective oral & written 
communication, ability to organize one’s work or that of others so that established time frames 
can be met with available resources; skills in interpreting the impact & implementation of 
decisions within the organization’s structure.  Able to develop & maintain effective working 
relationships with other public & private service providers, affiliates & the general public. 
Advanced level skills in management & public health concepts. Must have various technical 
software experience. 
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Education &/or Experience: Bachelors Degree required in a related field (e.g. Health, Social 
work/service, Public Administration) or advanced education & 7 years of work experience in 
program development & implementation, strategic planning, project development or program 
management, preference given to those with at least 5 years of general supervisory experience; 
or an equivalent combination of education & experience. 
 


Exchange Project Manager 
Position Purpose: The Exchange Project Manager (EPM) will build collaborative working 
relationships with diverse groups (e.g. insurance agent associations, trade associations, state & 
federal agencies, local agencies & advocacy groups) necessary to the development of an 
exchange infrastructure that meets the requirements of the grant & the needs of Oklahoma. The 
EPM will develop an infrastructure to oversee/coordinate with other stakeholders & provide 
services & support to the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange project. The EPM is responsible 
for acting as a liaison to other States, State officials, the Governor, State & Federal legislators, 
partner State & Federal agencies, stakeholder groups & private health insurers; for identifying & 
recommending appropriate action on policy & legislative issues as needed for development & 
implementation of the Exchange; & for coordinating timely implementation of planning 
activities & establishing timeframes needed to complete phases of the project according to 
Federal, State &/or agency management deadlines. 
Principle Activities:  
 Garners support for the Exchange from other States, legislators, State officials, stakeholder 


groups & the general public. Oversees communications & outreach efforts.  
 Ensures that innovative advances accomplished in Oklahoma are made available to other 


States in a timely manner.  
 Identifies & recommends appropriate action on legislative & policy issues for the Exchange 


as needed & assists in the development of policy & procedures for the Exchange. Schedules 
projects to support legislation & regulations that enable & maintain the Exchange. 


 Maintains expertise in all OHCA, State & Federal laws, regulations, policies & procedures 
related to the Exchange. 


 Conducts meetings to present, explain & discuss the development of the Exchange with 
individuals & groups who have varying degrees of familiarity with its purpose, goals & 
impact on health insurance marketplaces. 


 Maintains knowledge of current trends & developments & applies pertinent new knowledge 
to the design & implementation of the Exchange.  


 Attends internal & external educational programs & professional meetings as available for 
collaboration at a national level toward development of Exchange technology. 


Qualifications: Skills in coordinating large complex projects & managing a team; in creating 
consensus among stakeholders; in communicating effectively with legislators, State & Federal 
officials; & in report analysis & coordination duties. Knowledge of analytical, statistical & 
evaluative methods; of theory & methods of statistical research; & of the sources of statistical 
data. Knowledge of & experience in MMIS systems, or in medical claims & claims processing 
systems.  Knowledge of & experience in the use of PC systems & software applications 
including but not limited to: Access, Excel, Word, PowerPoint, Project Manager &/or Business 
Objects & of various applications of technology including spreadsheets, databases, graphical 
presentations, PowerPoint, & query.  
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Education &/or Experience: Bachelor’s degree; two years of experience in Medicaid, a 
managed care program or related health care program; five years of work experience in planning, 
project development or project management; two years of experience as coordinator or director 
of a department/unit. Preference will also be given to individuals with experience in Medicaid 
programs, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, State or Federal Government program 
management experience, project management &/or planning. 
 


Technical Project Manager 
Position Purpose: The Technical Project Manager (TPM) oversees the development & 
implementation of the IT systems architecture, network & databases necessary for the 
infrastructure. The TPM is responsible for ensuring that the Office of the National Coordinator’s 
(ONC) recommended standards & Systems Development Life Cycle (SDLC) frameworks are 
adhered to, including the use of iterative & incremental development methodologies. 
Responsible for the coordination & monitoring of multiple vendors contracted for various 
technical sections of the project; for recognizing & resolving problems at all phases of 
development & implementation; for ensuring the interoperability & standardization necessary for 
use of the systems by other states; for providing research & project design support & training to 
other States & agency partners. The TPM will develop, strengthen & coordinate a strategic 
approach to IT design & development & build capacity for program testing, troubleshooting & 
evaluation.  The TPM will build collaborative working relationships with IT leaders from diverse 
groups (e.g. insurance agent associations, trade associations, other State & Federal agencies, 
local agencies & advocacy groups) leading to the development of a plan forward for the 
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange project. 
Principle Activities:  
 Develops, leads, directs & evaluates the strategic direction/overall technology plan for the 


Exchange.  
 Works in close collaboration with partners & stakeholders in developing & facilitating a 


technical understanding of the principles, practices & standards underlying the technology 
infrastructure for the Exchange. 


 Formulates & oversees technical implementation of the Oklahoma Health Insurance 
Exchange project.  Prepares written reports & recommendations regarding the technical 
status & progress of the program.   


 Oversees the technical strategic planning efforts & assists in formulating & implementing 
technology standards, practices, design, architecture, planning & long-term goals. Reviews & 
researches “best practices” of other States for applicability & inclusion in the program.  


 Accountable for the fulfillment of data processing performed by the contracted fiscal agent, 
including equipment selection & purchase, systems analysis, programming, machine room 
operations & data entry. 


 Oversees & participates in the coordination of the gathering, development, analysis & 
interpretation of technical data & error reports required for planning purposes to ensure 
reliable & accurate performance.  


o Conducts research in order to compile & analyze technical data that may affect the 
feasibility & scope of proposed initiatives. 


 Establishes milestones & timeframes needed to complete projects according to Federal, State 
&/or agency management deadlines.  
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Qualifications: Advanced level skills in project management, planning & staff coordination. 
Knowledge of network architecture & design; identity management processes; MMIS systems; 
methods of interfacing multiple state level data sets; & InRule. Ability to define problems, 
collect data, establish facts & draw valid conclusions.  Ability to interpret an extensive variety of 
technical instructions in mathematical or diagram form & deal with several abstract & concrete 
variables. Ability to create & edit documents & reports using spreadsheet, database, statistical 
analysis & word processing software. Ability to effectively present information & respond to 
questions from groups of managers, clients, customers & the general public.  
Education &/or Experience: Bachelors Degree required in a related field (e.g. Computer 
Science) or advanced education & 5 years experience in computer programming, system analysis 
or defining technical specifications for a large health care related system, program development 
& implementation, strategic planning, project development or program management, preference 
given to those with at least 5 years of general supervisory experience; or an equivalent 
combination of education & experience. 
 


Senior Systems Analyst 
Position Purpose: The Senior Systems Analyst oversees & assists in the development & 
implementation of the IT systems architecture, network & databases necessary for the Exchange. 
The senior systems analyst is responsible for overseeing & participating in the gathering, 
development & analysis of data required for planning purposes to ensure successful results; for 
recognizing & resolving problems at all phases of Exchange development & implementation; for 
performing research, analyzing & evaluating data & compiling information from a wide variety 
of sources; for preparing material pertinent to the evaluation of development of the Exchange; & 
for providing research & project design support & training to other States & agency partners. 
Principle Activities:  
 Oversees & assists in the design, development & maintenance of the technology & network 


systems, including data exchanges with third parties, which support the Exchange.  
 Researches & investigates special areas of concern, including interoperability of Exchange 


technology modules with varied enrollment & eligibility systems. Reviews technical 
literature, laws & regulations & makes recommendations for changes to the Exchange. 


 Conducts frequent evaluations of Exchange issues & provides problem-solving assistance to 
ensure timely achievement of project goals & milestones.  


 Interprets technical guidance from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services & the 
Department of Health & Human Services & collaborates & consults with other States to 
incorporate shared knowledge & innovations into design & problem solving for the 
Exchange project.  


 Acts as liaison between the Exchange & State & Federal agencies providing access to data, 
such as the Oklahoma Employment Security Commission, the Social Security 
Administration, the Internal Revenue Service & US Citizenship & Immigration Services, 
among others, in order to develop a common understanding of how best to operate data 
exchanges. 


 Designs & performs troubleshooting processes that detect & prevent errors in the 
developmental & testing stages of the Exchange. 


Qualifications: Skills in network architecture & design; knowledge of standard X12N 
transaction codes; experience interfacing multiple state level data sets; proficiency using InRule 
to create rules engines; knowledge of identity management processes; & knowledge of & 
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experience in MMIS systems. Ability to work with mathematical concepts such as probability & 
statistical inference, & to apply concepts to practical situations. Ability to interpret an extensive 
variety of technical instructions in mathematical or diagram form & deal with several abstract & 
concrete variables. Ability to design, create & use database application & reporting programs, as 
well as extraction programs using Medicaid MMIS.  
Education &/or Experience: Bachelor’s degree, five years of work experience in web 
development &/or systems architecture; & two years of experience in Health Care Procedures 
(e.g. Federal/State Health Policy) or Medicaid, Medicare or private health insurance data 
systems.  
 


Financial Analyst 
Position Purpose: The Financial Analyst (FA) plans & organizes the financial functions for 
operation of the Oklahoma Exchange. The FA has direct oversight & accountability for all 
administrative & financial programs related to the Exchange, including the preparation of 
financial statements & federal reports. Performs technical work involving review & analysis 
related to the operations & administration of the grant.  Works with grant staff to ensure 
appropriate classification, payment, problem resolution, tracking & reporting of expenditures.  
Performs research & presents financial information as requested.  Assists in the tracking & 
reporting of performance information related to financial program & project evaluation.  
Principle Activities: 
 Prepares financial documents in accordance with state & federal accounting & reporting 


requirements & in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.   
 Assists in the preparation of fiscal impact analysis; prepares summary data & justification of 


budgetary programs for the Exchange. 
 Assists in long-range fiscal planning & in the development & implementation of fiscal 


policies & procedures related to the Exchange. 
 Assists & maintains financial documents relating to cost reports of long-term facilities & 


develops accounting procedures to monitor any federal requirements or restrictions of 
expenditures. 


 Maintains control of transactions initiated which interface with the fiscal agent’s computer 
system. Monitors accuracy of processing & ensures transactions are completed in accordance 
with agency policy & state & federal guidelines. 


 Responds to oral & written inquiries & assists in training other staff on finance issues related 
to the Exchange. 


Qualifications: Ability to read, analyze & interpret common technical, financial & legal reports 
or documents.  Ability to effectively present information to top management &/or public groups. 
Ability to apply analytical methodologies, including computation of rate, ratio, cost allocation, & 
percent & to draw & interpret bar graphs. Ability to define problems, collect data, establish facts 
& draw valid conclusions. Knowledge of & experience in the use of PC systems & software 
applications including but not limited to Access, Excel & Word. 
Education &/or Experience: BA/BS in accounting, finance, business administration or a 
closely related field which must have included 12 semester hours in accounting; & 3 years of 
professional level experience in budgeting, accounting, auditing, or finance. 


 
Administrative Assistant 
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Position Purpose: The Administrative Assistant acts as office manager for the Oklahoma Health 
Insurance Exchange. Communicates with State officials, State agencies, stakeholders & other 
health care professionals to set up meetings & gather documentation for meeting participants. 
Transcribes meeting communication & develops organizational method to outsource the 
documentation to meeting participants. Maintains the Exchange’s central files & records & 
retrieves/prepares relevant information for administrative personnel. Oversees the office 
resources, monitors all office machines & provides maintenance resolution when needed. 
Provides other administrative & clerical duties.  
Principle Activities:  


 Initiates oral &/or written communication with State officials, State agencies, 
stakeholders & other health care professionals concerning conference calls, meeting 
times, etc. Aggressively responds to questions & responses following the Oklahoma 
Health Insurance Exchange polices & procedures & HIPAA regulations.  


 Prepares agendas, analytical & statistical reports, graphs, overhead presentations & other 
necessary documentation for conferences & meetings, both internal & external.  


 Ensures timely transcription of meeting commentary & organizes the information to the 
appropriate software in order to effectively communicate documentation to the necessary 
meeting participants. 


 Maintains the Exchange’s central files, using the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange’s 
polices & procedures & in accordance with HIPAA regulations. 


 Coordinates the purchasing & inventory of office resources; monitors all office copy 
machines, fax machines, black & white printers, color printers, telephone systems, 
computer hardware & other office machines; provides or contacts the appropriate 
maintenance consultant(s) as needed. 


 Answers telephones, utilizes software calendar settings to set up meetings, & other 
necessary administrative & clerical functions. 


Qualifications: Skills in applying & upholding office polices & procedures; effective oral & 
written communication; ability to organize one’s work & that of others so that established time 
frames can be met with available resources; able to develop & maintain effective working 
relationships with public & private sectors. Must be able to demonstrate a high degree of 
discretion & interpersonal skills in both verbal & written communication.  
Education &/or Experience: Bachelors of Science degree & one year of professional or 
technical administrative support experience in business or public administration.  


 
 







Attachment F:  
Acronyms 


Advanced Planning Documents APD 


American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 ARRA 


Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services CMS 


Commercial Off the Shelf Software Products COTS 


Electronic Master Patient index eMPi 


Electronic Master Provider index eMPx 


Employer Sponsored Insurance ESI 


Federal Information Processing Standards FIPS 


Federal Poverty Level FPL 


Fiscal Agent FA 


Health Benefit Exchange Cooperative Agreement Project HBXCAP 


Health Care for the Uninsured Board HUB 


Health Information Exchange HIE 


Health Information Security and Privacy Collaborative HISPC 


Health Information Technology HIT 


Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 HIPAA 


Hewlett Packard Enterprise Systems HPES 


Individual Plan IP 


Information Technology IT 


Insure Oklahoma IO 


Internal Revenue Service  IRS 


Medicaid Management Information System MMIS 


Medicaid Information Technology Architecture MITA 


Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services ODMHSAS 


Oklahoma Health Care Authority OHCA 


Oklahoma Health Information Exchange Trust OHIET 


Oklahoma Health Infrastructure and Exchange Project OHIEP 


Oklahoma Hospital Association OHA 


Oklahoma Insurance Department OID 


Oklahoma State Department of Health OSDH 


Oklahoma State University-Center for Health Sciences OSU-CHS 


Online Enrollment OE 


Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act ACA 


Personal Health Record PHR 


Request For Proposal RFP 


Service Efforts and Accomplishments SEA 


Social Security Administration SSA 


State Coverage Initiative SCI 


State Health Information Exchange Cooperative Agreement Program SHIECAP 


State Medicaid Health Information Technology Plan SMHP 


State-Designated Entity SDE 


Systems Development Life Cycle SDLC 


University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center OUHSC 


Workgroup for Electronic Data Interchange WEDI 
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Dashboard - Phase I Mar-11 Mar-11 Apr-11 Apr-11 May-11 Jun-11 Jun-11 Jul-11 Aug-11 
OE Business Rules, Use Case & 
Process Documentation Gap and 
Remediation 


Mar-11 Mar-11 
Mar-11    
thru    


Apr-11 
Apr-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


May-11 
May-11 May-11 May-11 May-11 


OE Core Data Gap Analysis & 
Required Remediation  Mar-11 Mar-11 


Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Rules Engine & Process 
Development for Commercial 
Carriers 


Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    
Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Dashboard Phase II Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru 


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Federal Level Data Feeds Phase II Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


State Level Data Feeds Phase II Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Carrier Enrollment Application 
Interfaces Mar-11 Mar-11 


Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Approved Benefit Package System Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Commercial Premium Process Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Online Enrollment Enhancement for 
Private Carrier Intake Oct-11 Nov-11 


Dec-11    
thru     


Jan-12 


Feb-12   
thru   


Mar-12 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


IRS  Processes Mar-11 Apr-11 
Apr-11   
thru    


Jun-11 
Jul-11 


Aug-11   
thru   


Sep-11 


Oct-11   
thru   


Nov-11 
Jan-13 Dec-12 Jan-13 


WIC Integration Mar-11 Apr-11 
Mar-11    
thru    


Apr-11 


May-11    
thru    


Jun-11 


Jul-11   
thru   


Mar-12 


Apr-12   
thru     


Jun-12 
Jul-12 Aug-12 Aug-12 
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Insure Oklahoma Individual Plan 
integration with OE Feb-11 Feb-11 Mar-11 


Mar-11   
thru   


Apr-11 


May-11   
thru   


Dec-11 


Dec-11   
thru   


Feb-12 
Mar-12 May-12 Jun-12 


Call Center for Exchange Jul-11 Jul-11 Mar-12 Apr-12 
May-12   
thru   


Oct-12 
Nov-12 Dec-13 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Phase I Federal Level Data Feeds Jul-11 Aug-11 Aug-11 Sep-11 
Oct-11    
thru    


Jan-12 


Feb-12   
thru   


Mar-12 
Apr-12 May-12 Jun-12 


Phase I State Level Data Feeds Jul-11 Aug-11 Aug-11 Sep-11 
Oct-11    
thru    


Jan-12 


Feb-12   
thru   


Mar-12 
Apr-12 May-12 Jun-12 


Harmonized eMPI Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


Jun-11   
thru   


Aug-11 


Sep-11   
thru   


Nov-11 


Dec-11   
thru     


Jan-12 
Feb-12 Mar-12 Mar-12 


Harmonized eMPx Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


Jun-11   
thru   


Aug-11 


Sep-11   
thru   


Nov-11 


Dec-11   
thru     


Jan-12 
Feb-12 Mar-12 Mar-12 


 







Attachment H:  
Key Personnel  


Name Title Division Agency Education Experience* 


Lynn Puckett 
Contract Services 


Director 
Information 


Services OHCA BS 19 yrs 6 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: accountable for the fulfillment of data processing performed by the contracted fiscal agent, 
including equipment selection and purchase, systems analysis, programming, machine room operations and data entry, 
establishes priorities for systems development and data processing projects in accordance with departmental 
requirements; develops plans for future utilization of data processing services in the overall agency program, provide 
for liaison with users of data processing services; develops improved techniques and methods for agency activities 
making more efficient use of data processing techniques to complement other processes 


Richard Evans 


Eligibility 
Automation and 
Data Integrity 


Manager 


Information 
Services OHCA BA 13 yrs 8 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: create, implement, and manage a new automated Information Technology (IT) eligibility 
system for Title XIX and Title XXI Medicaid programs, provide advanced program and technical leadership, represent a 
state agency on various internal and external working committees, provide expert advice and recommendation on 
integrating IT programs with other business programs, track performance metrics including solution performance, 
capacity and other key metrics through the lifecycle of eligibility products developed by the unit   


Andy Chase 
Data Processing 


Analyst / Planning 
Specialist IV 


Information 
Services OHCA BS 11 yrs 5 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: supervises a group of DP Analyst/Planning Specialist I and II and fiscal agent system 
engineers and business analysts that performs planning and analysis and implementation of various data processing 
plans,  performs a wide range of analysis related to a complete operating system which involves the coordination of 
multiple projects to completion, strong emphasis is placed on coordinating policy and identifying user needs, then 
developing adequate systems design and implementation plans to meet those needs 


Matt Lucas 
Director of Insure 


Oklahoma 
Program 


Insure Oklahoma OHCA MBA 20 yrs 5 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: builds collaborative working relationships with diverse groups (e.g. insurance agent 
associations, trade associations, other state agencies, local agencies and advocacy groups), develops and implements 
long term goals, programs and initiatives that will have statewide impact, develops infrastructure within OHCA in order 
to oversee and coordinate with other interagency functions, coordinates with other state, federal and community 
agencies 


Derek Lieser 
Chief Project 


Manager 


CMS 
Establishment 


Grant for 
Exchanges 


ODMHSAS grantee MPH 6 yrs 10 mos 
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QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: provides oversight and guidance in planning and the development of projects, participates 
in the identification of key strategic opportunities, and interfaces with executive staff, staff, and/or government agency 
officials in the representation and development of strategic projects, planning, and programs, participates in the 
establishment of integrated strategies and policies  


Nicole 
Prieto Johns 


Chief Project 
Manager 


CMS 
Establishment 


Grant for 
Exchanges 


ODMHSAS grantee MPA 7 yrs 1 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: provides oversight and guidance in planning and the development of projects, participates 
in the identification of key strategic opportunities, and interfaces with executive staff, staff, and/or government agency 
officials in the representation and development of strategic projects, planning, and programs, participates in the 
establishment of integrated strategies and policies  


Adolph Maren 
Senior Planning 
Coordinator / 


Project Manager 


Policy, Planning 
and Integrity OHCA MA 3 yrs 9 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: responsible for coordinating the systematic planning and development of projects as well 
as their prioritization in such areas as policy impact, information systems needs, and reporting by the unit and division 
for data analysis and statistical reporting,  facilitates the development of complex projects  


Buffy Heater 
Planning and 
Development 


Manager 


Policy, Planning 
and Integrity OHCA MPH 8 yrs 4 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: provides oversight and guidance in planning and the development of projects for the 
agency, participates in the identification of key strategic opportunities, and interfaces with executive staff, staff, and/or 
government agency officials in the representation and development of strategic projects, planning, and programs, 
participates in the establishment of integrated strategies and policies for the agency, manages and leads a team of 
professionals in performing planning services for the agency, coordinates the strategic planning efforts of the agency 
with the planning efforts of the unit 


* Years of experience include those consecutive years working at the OHCA. Additional experience outside of the OHCA 
may apply. 


** Qualifications and skills listed are applicable to the person's current position. Additional qualifications and skills may 
apply. 


 
























































































































































































































































































































































From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Steve Mullins
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Exchange information
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:41:26 AM
Attachments: AEI Making Effective Connections.docx

FYI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Marie Sanderson <  
Cc: Dustin Huffman <  
Subject: Exchange information 
 
Chiefs, Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI and various
news clips today on the subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16 extension at the end of the
email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We will continue to provide you with
information as we access it.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act — not going too far to embrace the law,
which remains divisive with the public and anathema to conservatives, but also not skipping a chance
to wrest authority from the federal government.
 
Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press)
McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint for the state-
run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance exchange. "The only logical
decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don't have the answers for Virginia. They're
telling us we have two years to build an exchange. It's expensive….I don't want to buy a pig-in-a-poke
for Virginia taxpayers."
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch)
“Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way really is limited,”
Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate for the federal government to
administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s participation in
this federal program. My administration will not partner with the federal government to create a
state-federal partnership insurance exchange because we will not benefit from it and implementing
it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of dollars.

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/266659-analysis-20-states-will-run-their-health-law-exchanges
http://articles.dailypress.com/2012-11-08/health/dp-nws-health-benefits-exchange-1109-20121108_1_health-exchange-insurance-exchange-state-run-health
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/11/09/ohio-iffy-on-health-insurance-exchange.html
http://articles.kwch.com/2012-11-08/health-exchange_34999436



Making Effective Connections: With or without Health Benefits Exchanges

(draft)

By Tom Miller 

American Enterprise  Institute



The version of health benefits exchanges envisioned in the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is a classic example of a limited, but potentially good, idea mutating into a politically driven gateway to overregulation, income redistribution, and greater federal government control of health care decisions. The more benign concept of exchanges envisioned them as mechanisms to help coordinate a common marketplace in which willing insurance buyers and sellers might choose to reach private agreements. Exchanges could expand the range of limited choices available to most workers employed by smaller firms, as well as to individuals seeking coverage outside the workplace. They might serve as impartial clearinghouses for information comparing the features and performance of various health insurance plans in a particular market area. Finally, they could help connect individuals with taxpayer subsidies available for their insurance choices and even consolidate multiple sources of financial contributions for someone’s coverage (multiple employers, public subsidies, personal funds) into a single payment platform.



The original case for establishing health insurance exchanges pointed to clear problems of affordability, access, and choice in current private insurance markets for individuals and small businesses. Although individual insurance markets could not possibly perform as badly as the health policy elites (who recoil from them like vampires avoid garlic) commonly believed, their customers have been burdened by high loading costs for marketing and administration by insurers. The limited role of individual insurance as a residual market product for customers lacking better options elsewhere in the pre-ACA insurance world also strained its ability to pool and manage risk consistently. The small-group insurance market was, and still is, whipsawed by counterproductive state-government regulation, a shrinking base of overburdened small-employer customers, and a shortage of competitive insurance choices. 



Health insurance exchanges are not new ideas. Various types have been proposed for years as intermediaries to manage the relationship between insurers and their customers and perhaps to better organize insurance markets.  However, finding consensus in identifying problems is not the same as agreeing on the actual terms of sustainable solutions. Exchanges can be dialed up or down the regulatory spectrum. At one end, they might simply provide some standardized comparative information on the benefits, premiums, and service quality offered by insurers in a particular market. A little further up the scale, they might distribute private payments and public subsidies, simplify insurance purchasing and enrollment, and reduce transaction costs. At the other end, they could become the exclusive engineers charged with redesigning and overseeing most, if not all, insurance sales and purchases. 



	The policy parameters involving the role and power of an insurance exchange include whether it is voluntary or mandatory. Does it have an exclusive franchise, or must it compete for customers? Over what geographic territory and for which market segments does it operate? Does it exercise substantial market power as a purchaser or even more political power as a regulator? Does it try to pool similar risks or cross-subsidize very different ones? Does it limit or expand choices of carriers, plans, and benefits? The more you want to try to do, the more regulatory complexity you have. You risk overloading each decision with another more sweeping one down the road until the exchange starts looking like a public utility commission.    



The ACA designed its version of state exchanges to play a much greater, and more controversial, role. Their duties include



· Ensuring compliance with tighter federal regulation of health insurance;

· Expanding state Medicaid programs;

· Enforcing the individual coverage mandate;

· Administering the new health law’s income-based subsidies;

· Policing insurers’ premium prices; and 

· Eventually controlling a much larger share of the private insurance market.



In just about every case under the ACA, the decision was made to go for more rather than less, under the assumption that state-run or federally run exchanges would not be able to adequately “reform” the insurance marketplace if they left too many stray sheep outside their fences. The ACA rules interpreted a level playing field and common rules regarding pricing and benefit design as requiring the rest of the private insurance market to conform to the exchange’s politically designated operating rules, rather than the other way around. Competing against what is most commonly done in the rest of the marketplace and leaving consumers to choose what they prefer apparently would be too hard and fail to deliver the desired political outcome.  Of course, whether any resulting selection by consumers is called “adverse” depends on whether the criterion used is political or personal. 



The ACA’s statutory text and subsequent regulatory guidance are full of limits and specifications for the range of the required “essential” and other permitted tiers of qualified benefits, along with tight restrictions on cost sharing. The main factor in setting some eligibility limits (individuals without offers of employer coverage or participating small firms with no more than 100 employees) was budgetary. The on-budget costs to taxpayers for moving even more millions of Americans into new, more heavily subsidized, exchange-based coverage on a faster timetable would be too transparently unaffordable, administratively daunting, and politically disruptive.[endnoteRef:1] In any case, the ACA’s rules for guaranteed-issue and not-so-adjusted community rating will be applied nationwide, even to fully insured (if not yet self-insured) private plans operating outside the ACA’s exchanges.  [1:  As the Obama administration’s principles for health reform were converted into legislative language, the White House had to master a difficult political balancing act. This involved reassuring many Americans anxious about disruptions to their current health coverage and care arrangements or about mounting federal budget deficits, while offering more generously subsidized health benefits to lower-income constituents. The reassurance component necessitated reaching an initial truce with employer-sponsored insurance plans. Keeping employers’ “private” money on the table also helped limit the net budget cost of the first installment of insurance coverage growth. Relying on expanded Medicaid eligibility as a less expensive way to accomplish about half of the total targeted coverage expansion allowed federal dollars to be stretched further, given Medicaid’s very low reimbursement rates for providers. The public-plan option was politically radioactive to highly energized grassroots opponents, who feared that the legislation would quickly lead to a single-payer system. Moreover, the combination of vastly expanded “public plan” Medicaid coverage and much tighter political regulation of “private” insurers in subsidized health insurance exchanges accomplished most of the larger political objective of increasing dependency on politically brokered health care, with fewer of the red lights signaling a more direct and expensive expansion of Medicare-like coverage to displace private insurance intermediaries. The final law relied on ambiguity, deferred decision making, and administrative complexity to dampen political concerns about a federal takeover of traditionally private spheres of health care decision making. However, gaining permanent regulatory authority over a vast expanse of health care operations and decisions—regardless of how many blanks needed to be filled in later—fulfilled a crucial political imperative for Democratic party leaders. It also facilitated the continued, less-threatening appearance of private operation of most current health care arrangements, albeit under tighter—and potentially expanding—political management. See Thomas P. Miller, “Health Reform: Only a Cease-Fire in a Political Hundred Years’ War,” Health Affairs 29, no. 6 (2010): 1–5.] 




The ACA exchanges initially were marketed as a means to provide new choices to those largely shut out of the traditional employer-sponsored group health insurance market, as well as to smaller businesses struggling to offer or maintain group coverage for their workers. But the law authorizes states to expand offers of exchange-based coverage to businesses with more than 100 employees, starting in 2017. Critics of the expanding role of federal regulation, mandates, and subsidies under the ACA regime would argue that this would open the door wider for Washington’s dominant market share and more complete regulatory control in whatever remains of “private” insurance markets later this decade. When combined with narrow grandfathering and grace periods for many existing insurance benefits plans (temporarily protecting them from the newer ACA requirements for fully insured health plans)[endnoteRef:2] that are biased toward an early expiration date, the real goal of the federally directed exchanges appears to be to construct a roach motel of centralized regulation, where private plans and their enrollees might check in but are not allowed to check out. [2:  Annie L. Mach and Bernadette Fernandez, “Private Health Insurance Market Reforms in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act,” Congressional Research Service, November 1, 2011. See Appendix B, “Applicability of Market Reforms to Health Plans” (19).] 


 

	It turns out that to control one thing, and then another thing, and then more and more unanticipated things, many congressional legislators and their designated bureaucrats believe they will have to control almost everything.   



	Not surprisingly, many state officials balked at participating in the ACA’s model for “state-run” exchanges, which appeared to be part of a top-down bureaucratic approach for taking control of state insurance markets under the guise of implementing the new health law, rather than offering a more decentralized, market-driven alternative. Several dozen state governors and state legislatures either opposed outright the creation of ACA-compliant exchanges or urged a cautious, go-slow approach to further implementation until more details were provided (or the Supreme Court decided to overturn the health law as unconstitutional). 



	At this point, it appears that a large majority of states will not meet the ACA’s initial deadline of January 1, 2013, for federal certification that their state-based exchanges will be ready to operate one year later, when the law’s expansion of exchange-based health insurance coverage is supposed to begin. HHS has proposed several alternative ways to establish health exchanges by that date, including state-federal partnerships (in which states perform at least some of the required exchange functions) and federally facilitated exchanges (mostly a new name for federally run exchanges).[endnoteRef:3] However, any of those approaches to developing functional health benefits exchanges under the ACA faces major obstacles: [3:  Health and Human Services Department, Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans; Exchange Standards for Employers (Final Rule March 27, 2012), www.federalregister.gov/articles/2012/03/27/2012-6125/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-establishment-of-exchanges-and-qualified-health-plans.] 




1. Most states will either refuse to set up their own exchanges or prove unable to do so for political or technical reasons.

 

2. The administrative challenges in orchestrating necessary data streams from multiple sources (to determine applicants’ eligibility for federal subsidies), creating essentially “new” insurance markets, and handling a potential surge in demand for such coverage remain daunting and unprecedented.

 

3. Serious legal questions about the actual statutory authority of federally run exchanges to administer premium subsidies remain unresolved, and they are likely to dilute the power of any arguments that states must set up their own exchanges to avoid losing control over a federally run exchange in their state.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Critics of an Internal Revenue Service final rule issued in May 2012 argue that it directly contradicts the actual statutory language of the Affordable Care Act for exchange-based health insurance. See Jonathan H. Adler and Michael F. Cannon, “Taxation without Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits under the PPACA” (Case Research Paper Series in Legal Studies Working Paper 2012-27, July 2012), http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2106789; State of Oklahoma ex rel Scott E. Pruitt v. Kathleen Sebelius and Timothy Geithner (Case No. CIV-11-030-RAW, Amended Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief), www.healthreformgps.org/wp-content/uploads/Amended_complaint.pdf; and James F. Blumstein, Testimony before House Committee on Ways and Means, Health Subcommittee, September 12, 2012, http://waysandmeans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/house_ways_and_means_testimony92112.pdf.] 




	What should states do? One option is to simply stand back and hope that federally run exchanges will be unsuccessful and collapse for a combination of political, legal, and administrative reasons. This is politically appealing in states where opposition to this part of the ACA runs strong, although it leaves unaddressed what other sorts of health insurance reforms may still be needed within states.



Another option is to approve initial versions of their own state-based exchanges that operate under very different and more market-friendly rules not likely to comply with current Obama administration regulatory guidance.[endnoteRef:5] 5   For example, such state-run exchanges would be likely to adopt an “any willing seller” approach to insurer eligibility, rather than operate as an active, exclusive purchaser that prescreens participating insurers to gain bargaining leverage and ensure their compliance with standardized coverage benefits and premium rate limits. They would operate more like a market facilitator of new coverage options (for state residents seeking individual coverage and for small businesses looking for alternatives to traditional group coverage), rather than as administrators of an expanded “public” insurance program similar to Medicaid. Flexibility, choice, and open competition would be more important than standardization, selective contracting, and compulsion.  [5:  Scott Gottlieb and Tom Miller, “How to Reform ObamaCare Starting Now,” Wall Street Journal October 14, 2010.] 




Such exchange-like mechanisms would involve willing consumers, private providers, and employer sponsors as partners rather than as subjects. Administrators would focus on normal oversight to ensure compliance with existing state and federal laws, without trying to expand them further. Exchange rules would be adopted to mesh with current state rules for the rest of the state-regulated market, rather than the opposite. Health benefits guarantees would be kept to a minimum, with a broad interpretation of rough actuarial equivalence ensuring opportunities for innovation and preference-sensitive variation. 



Such state exchanges would rely much more on developing and disseminating consumer-empowering, impartial information about coverage options, rather than on enacting and enforcing choice-limiting regulation. Once a state sets the very basic parameters for insurance plans, it would allow carriers to innovate and differentiate their products, as long as they adequately inform potential consumers at the point of purchase. State administrators would focus on enhancing consumer education, engagement, and empowerment with information tools. They would contractually outsource most of the technical operations to private vendors and maintain the difference between providing a single shopping point for convenience and requiring an exclusive destination for political control.    



	Nevertheless, political suspicion remains widespread in many states that the temptation for regulatory overreach in exchange-like mechanisms cannot be kept in check, given the ACA’s underlying plan to use them primarily as an enforcement arm for its insurance rules and a distribution channel for its income-based premium subsidies. Quite simply, any state officials involved in establishing a state-run exchange in jurisdictions opposed to most of the ACA’s mandates and regulations will be seen as aiding and abetting the latter, rather than vigorously resisting them. 



 	Hence, many states wanting to improve their insurance markets for individuals and small firms will need to consider establishing a different type of mechanism. It would operate primarily to ensure that beneficiaries can be connected seamlessly with taxpayer subsidies for health insurance and useful information for making their coverage choices. To avoid the pitfalls of setting up an exclusive political franchise, states should provide these subsidy connectors only as a competitive option within the larger insurance marketplace. They may also encourage the further growth of nonexclusive private exchanges as either competitors or replacements for state-sponsored ones. If any such nonexchange exchanges serve a useful role and provide competitive advantages, consumers will choose voluntarily to purchase insurance through them. Their market share would be determined by the decisions of willing buyers, rather than the designs of political brokers. Consumers can redesign their local insurance markets by voting with their own money. 





 
Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision until notifying
federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an exchange once federal agencies
wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability to design its own program.
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday that's still his
thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal government. The deadline
for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that it won't be
running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin under the federal health
care law. That means that the federal government will step in to create an insurance exchange in
Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion and the costly
subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily dependent on state
compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that states are not at the mercy of the
federal government. Many state officials realize that there is little upside to joining forces with
Washington in implementing this disastrous endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability of
Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the last major
entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets off a stiff competition for
taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in
particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another checkpoint on
Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track to begin enrolling people in
one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about the November deadline,” Leavitt’s Smith
said. “I would be focused on the actual deadline, in January, to show you can make this work.” With
benchmarks looming, and the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican governors
seem to be in the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether to build online
marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and small businesses can shop for
health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid programs to reach many more low-income
people.
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http://www.forbes.com/sites/aroy/2012/11/09/obamacare-americas-last-entitlement/
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Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to set up their
own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the federal government will step
in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 

HHS Expected to Give States More Time on Exchange
Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide whether

they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human Services by that

date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that will launch in 2014, create a

state-federal partnership or let the federal government operate the exchange in their area.

Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to operate the

marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are

interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to determine whether

there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for them to set up their own new

health benefit marketplaces.

Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-148, PL 111-

152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid exchange before the

election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a show of support for the statute, many

may be interested in exerting some control over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the

alternative would be one run by Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government operate an

exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned the state government

from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states refusing to run a state-administered

exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own state-run

exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that are posted on the

agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases, governors

who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state legislators. On Wednesday,

Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would prefer to have the state run its own

insurance exchange program than leave it to federal officials. But state legislators in his party

chimed in with criticism, saying that the legislature would not go along with the creation of a

http://www.wnyc.org/articles/wnyc-news/2012/nov/08/obamacare-is-here-to-stay-but-in-what-form/
http://www.cq.com/law/111/148
http://www.cq.com/law/111/152
http://www.cq.com/law/111/152
http://www.cq.com/doc/4173020


state-based exchange. Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.

 
 



From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: exchange Query
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:18:00 PM

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:18 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: exchange Query
 
Ok, so, “At this point in time, it is not certain that the state of Oklahoma will elect to create a health
insurance exchange. The governor and state agencies are reviewing the law, as well as the affects of
the recent Supreme Court decision. No state agency is actively working on building a health care
exchange at this point.”
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:16 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: exchange Query
 
No one has been charged with doing it at this point
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 01:14 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: exchange Query 
 
I’m not sure of the answer here …
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:13 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Query
 

Alex, 
What state agency is in charge of setting up a health care exchange? The Oklahoma Health
Care Authority says it no longer is charged with that responsibility.

Is it the CIO or the office of state finance? 
Thanks.

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: Exchange Week: Essential benefit deadline approaches
Date: Monday, September 10, 2012 10:43:00 AM
Importance: High

FYI
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Dona DeLeon [mailto:Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us] 
Sent: Monday, September 10, 2012 10:30 AM
To: Marie Sanderson; Kintner, Lauren; Katie Altshuler; debbie
Cc: Ned Nurick; Bob Schwaneberg
Subject: FW: Exchange Week: Essential benefit deadline approaches
Importance: High
 
Interesting and timely. Mostly d states except for Nebraska and FLA.
The hearing on wed of this week at ways and means is about health insurance exchange
implementation. Also timely.
 
Dona deLeon
Director, Washington DC Office
NJ Governor Chris Christie
(202) 638-0631
 

Exchange Week: Essential benefit deadline approaches
By Jason Millman

9/10/12 5:32 AM EDT

With about three weeks to go until states have to decide on

essential health benefit packages, there’s not a whole lot of

time. Though states knew as early as December they’d get to

choose their packages, quite a few still don’t have a firm

answer.

ILLINOIS — Facing a Sept. 30 deadline, the state’s Health Care

Reform Implementation Council holds a public meeting in

Chicago to discuss essential health benefit options. The state is

also accepting written comments through the middle of next

week.

x-msg://123/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — The exchange board recently put its

EHB options out for public comment. The comments are due

Sept. 28, and just two days later, the District will have to give

HHS its decision.

CONGRESSIONAL HEARING — Expect EHB to play a

prominent role at a House Ways and Means Health

Subcommittee hearing Wednesday on exchanges. The hearing

notice from Chairman Wally Herger (R-Calif.) criticized the

Obama administration for failing to publish final rules on

essential benefits and other important exchange requirements,

and Herger questioned the use of “bulletins” to guide policy.

MORE OUTREACH — HHS continues its series of calls with the

department’s different regions to discuss outreach efforts for

connecting with the uninsured and small businesses about new

coverage options under the ACA. Up this week: Every region,

except V and VI.

NEBRASKA — Public meetings to gather feedback on how

Nebraska should approach an exchange continue this week.

Last week’s meetings seemed to show consensus that

Nebraska should run its own exchange — as the insurance

department is currently planning — but Gov. Dave Heineman

says he won’t make a decision until after the election.

MASSACHUSETTS — The Massachusetts Health Connector

board meets Thursday, when it’ll discuss “an update” on the

national law. Though no agenda is out yet, the Connector is due

to consider policy changes soon that the state may need to

align its 2006 law with the ACA.

FLORIDA — The state is planning to start a test run of its long-

delayed small business exchange this week. The exchange,

known as Florida Health Choices, was enacted into state law in

2008 and isn’t intended to meet ACA standards. The exchange

is scheduled for a wider launch this fall.

HAWAII — It was the first state to officially declare that it plans

to run its own exchange, and now Hawaii is looking for a firm to

bring its work to the public. In a new marketing and

outreach RFP, the exchange board notes the importance of

reaching out to all of the state’s “diverse populations.”

MINNESOTA — The exchange board is weighing which health

plans it will be eligible to sell in the new marketplace, and is



accepting feedback on early recommendations. It already

decided that certification requirements will be the same inside

and outside the exchange, but the much tougher decision is

whether the exchange will limit the number of health plans sold.

The committee that delivered the recommendations seemed

pretty split on that decision.

"Exchange Week” is a subscriber-only, weekly column with

guidance on what states will be doing to set up — or block —

exchanges. For updates throughout the week, check

theExchange Watch feature on the Pro website.

 



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry
Subject: FW: Exchange
Date: Thursday, May 05, 2011 9:32:00 AM

Should I not have sent this?

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew Silvestri
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 9:05 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: Exchange

I actually don't see how this is better than no bill at all.  The legislature is not going to touch this issue
with a ten foot poll next year, which likely means we're only creating another task force to write another
report.  I know we want the legislature's buy in on this but if the end goal is to create something that
will ultimately keep Obamacare out, I think the state is better off if we ultimately put something in place
ourselves if the legislature does not pass a halfway substantive bill.

I know there are other political forces to think about, but from a policy perspective, I don't think this is
beneficial.

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 8:24 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Exchange

Ok, then we just need to iron out a few details re/ existing 1 million grant and current health dept.
work.

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 08:09 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Exchange

Agreed

----- Original Message -----
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 08:08 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Exchange

I think it is better than no bill

Sent from my iPad

On May 4, 2011, at 7:55 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Brian asked us late today if we would be okay with not appropriating any money for the development
of an exchange this year. Then they could pass the bill and say it will only provide recommendations for
the legislature to consider next year.

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:Craig.Perry@Gov.ok.gov


>
> I think this is very problematic, but they would like to know what our official answer is soon.



From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Exchange
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:44:45 PM

Fyi sent to wayne

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:42 PM
To: 'Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com' <Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com>
Subject: Exchange

I'm in an NGA exec committee session and i wont be able to leave for another hour. You can use the
statement below ... I dont have anything to add to it.

"Governor Fallin has decided to postpone an announcement on the future of health insurance exchanges
in Oklahoma. She will take advantage of the extension by continuing to study the issue and evaluate
the state's options." - AW

We do not have a timeline for when the announcement will take place but we do expect one sooner
rather than later.  

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry
Subject: FW: Exchange
Date: Thursday, May 05, 2011 9:32:24 AM

Should I not have sent this?

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew Silvestri
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 9:05 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: Exchange

I actually don't see how this is better than no bill at all.  The legislature is not going to touch this issue
with a ten foot poll next year, which likely means we're only creating another task force to write another
report.  I know we want the legislature's buy in on this but if the end goal is to create something that
will ultimately keep Obamacare out, I think the state is better off if we ultimately put something in place
ourselves if the legislature does not pass a halfway substantive bill.

I know there are other political forces to think about, but from a policy perspective, I don't think this is
beneficial.

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 8:24 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Exchange

Ok, then we just need to iron out a few details re/ existing 1 million grant and current health dept.
work.

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 08:09 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Exchange

Agreed

----- Original Message -----
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 08:08 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Exchange

I think it is better than no bill

Sent from my iPad

On May 4, 2011, at 7:55 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Brian asked us late today if we would be okay with not appropriating any money for the development
of an exchange this year. Then they could pass the bill and say it will only provide recommendations for
the legislature to consider next year.
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>
> I think this is very problematic, but they would like to know what our official answer is soon.



From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:41:00 PM

Can u make sure this dude is on our distribution list
 

From: Kyle Cheney [mailto:KCheney@politico.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:37 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Exchange
 
Hi Alex,
 
Hope you’re well. Just wondering about the latest from Gov. Fallin on her plans for a health
insurance exchange. Will she make a call today? Has she already decided?
 
Thanks,
 
Kyle Cheney
Health Care Reporter
POLITICO Pro
(C) 617-519-6526
(O) 703-341-4604
(E) kcheney@politico.com
(T) @kyledcheney
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:40:00 PM
Attachments: SC Gov Nikki Haley Letter to HHS Secretary.PDF

NE 1115 ATTACHMENT Federal Health Insurance Exchange.pdf

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA
 
Chiefs, Action Officers, and Healthcare Advisors:
 
In an effort to share information with you about healthcare exchange moving parts, please find four
releases from governors on their healthcare exchange decision: SC, NE, NM and LA. If your governor
has made a decision  and you would like that information shared, please let me know. We are doing
our best to follow moving parts.
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
SC: See letter attached
 
NE: See remarks attached
 
NM:  http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-11-15/new-mexico-moves-ahead-with-health-
exchange
 
LA: See link and letter below.
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2694
 
 

Louisiana: 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius
Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20201

November 16, 2012

Dear Secretary Sebelius:

As you know, on March 23, 2011, the State of Louisiana announced that it would not
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assume the risk of building a health insurance Exchange as outlined by the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). Given the fact that deadlines
established in the guidance issued in the August 13, 2012 request of the United
States Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) are not legally binding, the
State of Louisiana will not be submitting a Declaration Letter; however, this letter
serves as the state of Louisiana's position regarding critical components of the
PPACA.

Since the PPACA was signed into law, the State of Louisiana has repeatedly stated
that the law has severe legal problems, is bad policy, and is unworkable. Those
beliefs remain unchanged. With the Supreme Court's decision in National Federation
of Independent Business v. Sebelius, the Court agreed with the State of Louisiana
that at least one of the over 450 provisions of the PPACA is unconstitutional and the
provision requiring all individuals to have insurance coverage can only be upheld as a
tax. Even after the Supreme Court's decision, there remain many questions about the
legality of the PPACA involving issues fundamental to all Americans, including
religious freedom and unjust taxation.

While the Supreme Court ruled on the Constitutionality of some parts of the PPACA,
it was not an endorsement of its policy merits. In fact, Chief Justice Roberts
underscored this fact when he wrote, "Members of this Court are vested with the
authority to interpret the law; we possess neither the expertise nor the prerogative to
make policy judgments." The PPACA remains a flawed piece of legislation that fails to
fix the fundamental existing problems in the United States health care system,
particularly the unsustainable rising costs faced by American families and small
businesses. Instead, we are faced with a more tightly controlled federal-run health
insurance market that will increase costs, undermine the private health care
marketplace, and weaken private sector job creation.

The Supreme Court's decision also fails to resolve the fact that the PPACA is simply
an unworkable piece of legislation. With incomplete regulations and unrealistic
deadlines, States and the Federal government will struggle to have a health
insurance Exchange ready for open enrollment on October 1, 2013 that is not beset
with major complications for the insurance market and the respective residents of the
States. The full extent of damage the PPACA causes to small businesses, the
nation's economy, and the American health care system will only be revealed with
time. The State of Louisiana has no interest in being a party to this failure by
implementing a state based exchange.

The PPACA's Legality
Louisiana was one of 26 States that filed suit against the federal government
concerning the legality of the PPACA, specifically focusing on two parts: § 1501 (the
individual mandate) and Title II (the mandatory expansion of the Medicaid eligible
population to 133 percent of the federal poverty level). In June of this year, the
Supreme Court agreed that the mandatory Medicaid expansion was unconstitutional.
They also ruled that the individual mandate was unconstitutional under Congress's
Commerce power, but upheld this provision as an example of Congress's taxing
power, admitting that the purported penalty is actually a tax.

While the Supreme Court effectively rewrote the PPACA to uphold the individual
mandate, they did not rule on the legality of the remainder of the law. In fact, the
Supreme Court is aware that future challenges are likely to occur by its recent



actions. With continuing questions about the PPACA's legality, we believe it is
prudent to wait until these challenges are completely resolved. Provisions that the
Court did not rule on that are still being challenged include:

The Employer Mandate
• The PPACA requires that all employers with fifty or more full-time employees
provide adequate health care coverage to their employees. (§ 1513, §1514, and
§10106). If they do not, these employers could face a tax of $2,000 or $3,000.

Federally-Facilitated Exchange Subsidy
• In the PPACA, State-based health Exchanges are authorized to provide premium
assistance subsidies to individuals from 100% to 400% of the Federal Poverty Level.
However, the PPACA does not expressly authorize Federally-facilitated Exchanges to
do the same. Subsequent regulations from the Internal Revenue Service have
interpreted the law so that all Exchanges are able to provide premium assistance.
The legality of these regulations is currently being challenged.

Preventative Care Mandate
• Section 2713 of the PPACA allows for the Secretary to define preventive care
services to be provided cost-free by all non-grandfathered insurance plans. In August
2011, the Secretary released a regulation that included contraceptive and some
abortifacient services as preventative care. The regulation has been challenged by
numerous groups and individuals (in over 35 lawsuits) who have religious objections
to paying for health insurance that includes coverage for contraception and some
abortifacient services.

Maintenance of Effort
• The Supreme Court's decision invalidated the provision of the PPACA which
coerced States to expand their Medicaid program by threatening existing Medicaid
funding. Questions remain whether this applies to the maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirement, requiring States to maintain their existing Medicaid eligibility until 2014.

Origination Clause
• The Supreme Court decision made it clear that the individual mandate is a tax, not a
penalty as claimed by the administration. The PPACA originated in the Senate. The
Constitution (Article I, Section 7, Clause 1) is clear that all taxes are to originate in the
House, and thus the individual mandate has been contested as an unconstitutional
tax.

Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB)
• Sections 3403 and 10320 of the PPACA created this 15-member federal board that
is granted the authority to make payment changes for the Medicare program without
approval from Congress. There are also no administrative or judicial reviews of these
decisions.

Legality of Rulemaking/Guidance
• With many of the provisions of the PPACA, formal rules and regulations have been
delayed or even non-existent. There are serious questions about the legality of this
procedure in light of the Administrative Procedures Act.

Bad Policy
While HHS has repeatedly said that the States serve as incubators of innovation, the
PPACA robs States of this ability by limiting their opportunities to enact meaningful
state-led health care reform. For example, the concept for an Exchange originated as



a free market idea meant to lower the cost of health insurance for those who decide
to purchase such insurance. In theory, an increased pool for those deciding to
purchase health insurance is a good idea. It provides individuals the ability to select
the insurance coverage that they want at a lower cost. If this were truly the framework
for the Exchange model outlined in PPACA, the State of Louisiana would be glad to
evaluate it as an option, adopting it to our State's needs. However, the PPACA
Exchange is only masquerading as free market idea, and instead creates a vehicle for
the Federal government to tightly control the coverage options available to
consumers, raising costs and limiting choice. Many employers will drop the health
insurance coverage they currently provide to employees, leaving individual health
care needs to the federal government. Specifically, the consequences of the PPACA
Exchange and associated insurance changes include:

Lack of Consumer Choice
• When the PPACA was proposed, the President promised that if individuals liked
their current health care insurance, they could keep it. However, the PPACA model
will actually force individuals into the broken, government-run Medicaid system and
into heavily-regulated, government-run health care plans (deemed "minimal essential
coverage" by the Federal government).

Individuals should have the right to select what health care plan is best for them, and
not be limited to a one-size-fits-all product that a political process deems is
"essential". By mandating that certain benefits be provided in all insurance plans, the
price of premiums will increase, leaving individuals unable to continue the coverage
they like and a price they can afford

Increased Taxes
• The PPACA requires that all Exchanges be financially self-sufficient by 2015. This
will require the Exchange to generate revenue, either by instituting user fees in the
Exchange market or in the entire insurance market- essentially a tax on all insurance
plans purchased. This will only further drive up the costs of premiums in the
Exchange market for consumers and for individuals who will have to pay the premium
assistance through their taxes.

• The PPACA also includes a tax on insurance premiums which are proposed to be
paid for by "the industry." It is troubling that these same taxes will affect managed
care organizations, proven mechanisms for more effectively controlling cost for
Medicaid and Medicare, especially needed for States with limited financial resources.

Impact on Employers and Employees
• The employer mandate, a tax on employers with fifty or more employees who decide
not to provide "adequate" health insurance coverage to their employees, is a
disincentive to provide coverage. Already, businesses are attempting to modify their
business structure to avoid the law's mandates (either by laying off employees or
reducing the number of hours these employees work). Even those employers who
provide coverage can be taxed an additional $3,000 if that employee is eligible and
enrolls in coverage on the health insurance Exchange. So instead of building upon
the existing insurance market, the PPACA is undermining it.

Unworkable
The deadline for all Exchanges (both State and federally-facilitated) to be ready for
open enrollment is October 1, 2013. However, it is likely many exchanges will not be
ready by that point, even in those States that are supportive of the PPACA. The



guidance received from the Federal government is often delayed or non-existent. For
a project as large and complicated as health care reform, this is an insurmountable
hurdle for the States to overcome. There are numerous unanswered questions and
major problems remaining about Exchanges and the provisions of the PPACA
entangled with them. Continuing issues include:

Exchanges in General
• In order for an Exchange to be ready for open enrollment on October 1, 2013, it
must be approved or conditionally approved by January 1, 2013. However, there have
been no formal regulations regarding what guidelines HHS will use to determine if an
Exchange is conditionally approved or not.

• It has been continuously promised by officials at HHS that there will be cost
comparisons between the Federally-facilitated Exchange, the State-based Exchange,
and the partnership Exchanges. These cost estimates have not yet been made
public.

Federally-facilitated Exchanges
• To date, in addition to the incomplete final rule for health insurance Exchanges,
there has been no rulemaking regarding the Federally-facilitated Exchanges and their
interactions with the respective States' eligibility systems. Promised in the March
2012 final Exchange regulation was further guidance regarding the Federally-
facilitated Exchange. Since that point, only a questions and answers document has
been released.

• Numerous contracts have been signed for the development of the Federally-
facilitated Exchange, but these documents have not been made public. The State of
Louisiana filed a Freedom of Information Act request within the last month for these
contracts and has still not received these documents. Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah
requested similar documents in his role as Ranking Member on the U.S. Senate
Committee on Finance and has not received a response. It is necessary for these
documents to be made public so that States can make informed decisions concerning
Exchanges.

Partnership Exchange
• A partnership Exchange will be a Federally-facilitated Exchange with certain
functions run by the State. It is an option first introduced by a power point
presentation and further expanded by a document entitled "General Guidance on
Federally-facilitated Exchanges," but has yet to be defined in federal regulations. The
final Exchange rule proposed no regulations regarding this option.

• There has been no answer from the Federal government concerning whether the
Federal government or the States will be responsible to pay for the state-run
functions of a partnership Exchange.

The Workings of an Exchange
• The Exchange is required to provide premium tax credits to those between 100%
and 400% of the federal poverty line. Originally projected to cost the federal
government $462 billion between 2012 and 2019, these subsidies are now projected
to be $574 billion during the same period by the Congressional Budget Office.
Already, Medicare funding will be cut by $700 billion to pay for these premium tax
credits. There is discussion that because these levels of subsidies are unsustainable,
the number of Americans eligible for premium assistance subsidies will be reduced in
number.



Essential Health Benefits and Actuarial Values
• All plans in the individual and small group markets (including plans sold on the
respective State Exchanges) must meet "essential health benefits," benefits not yet
defined by the Secretary of HHS in formal rulemaking. Initial informal guidance
suggests that these benefits will be based off of the most popular small group plans
in each State in addition to benefits specified by the PPPACA. The States, insurance
companies, and other stakeholders are awaiting formal regulations about essential
health benefits.

• The States are awaiting a promised "actuarial value calculator" to accurately
determine actuarial values for plans sold on the Exchange. This still has not been
delivered and numerous questions remain about how actuarial value of health
insurance plans will be determined.

Reforms Needed
It is most disappointing that the PPACA failed to offer sustainable reform of the
nation's health care system. Instead of strengthening the market to lower costs and
increase consumer choice, the PPACA created a big government "solution"- the type
of solution history tells us will only create debt and worry for future generations of
Americans. Health care reform should focus on improving the value of health care in
America by bringing down costs and improving quality.

There are several ways to do this. Transparency in health care is essential for
individuals to be better consumers of care. The cost and success rates of different
procedures can be made publically available to help individuals make decisions about
their care. Increased competition through individuals being allowed to purchase
insurance across State lines can create greater competition and lower costs.

Similarly, just as individuals should have more investment in their health care choices,
States should have greater ability to design programs that meet the needs of their
people. States know how to take care of their residents more than the bureaucrats in
Washington, distant both in geography and in experience. Louisiana, for example, has
been able to make remarkable progress in its care of the Medicaid population
through an innovative model of managed care, saving money and improving the
quality of care. However, constrained by the federal requirements for Medicaid,
Louisiana can only do so much. It is time to give the States the option to administer
this program through block grants to save both the Federal and State taxpayers
money and eliminate the perverse incentives created by federal rules and funding
streams.

States need to be given the tools to solve these problems. The PPACA should either
be repealed or replaced with a system giving States the ability to truly innovate. At the
very least, we ask that you give the States flexibility through waivers exempting
States from the burdensome requirements of the PPACA while providing the care
their populations need and want in the way the States know best how to deliver.

In addition to these needed reforms, the State of Louisiana fully expects HHS to
coordinate its efforts regarding implementation of a Federally-facilitated Exchange in
an effort to mitigate the negative impact on either our private insurance market or the
Medicaid program. The State expects that the Federal government will adhere to the
four guiding principles included in the "General Guidance on Federally-facilitated
Exchanges" and intends to hold the Federal government accountable to these
principles. Additionally, the impact on our State's budget is a significant concern. In



this light we expect that HHS will:

• Provide a full and complete briefing to the State officials regarding on-going
implementation efforts;
• Schedule routine meetings to update State officials on the implementation status;
• Notify the State when all stakeholder, consumer, or any other public meetings or
public outreach activities are scheduled;
• Work with the State on memorandums of understanding and/or contracts if the
Federal-facilitated Exchange expects any support or assistance of the State so that
the State is fairly and equitably compensated, including for the use of any State data
used by the Federally-facilitated Exchange to verify income;
• Provide the names of all contractors who will be working in the State on the
Federally-facilitated Exchange and the details about what activities these contractors
will be involved in, including copies of all contracts;
• After the establishment of the Exchange, provide regular (at least semi-annual)
updates on its utilization, cost (including long-term financial health), and its impact on
the State's insurance market, including, but not limited to the information that must be
provided pursuant to §1311(d)(7) of the PPACA;
• If any changes to the Federally-facilitated Exchange model are anticipated, the
State is notified immediately; and
• Inform the State of any navigator grant recipients and provide copies of
memorandums of understanding between navigators and the Federally-facilitated
Exchange.

All further correspondence regarding the PPACA and health insurance Exchange
issues is to be directed to the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals (Bruce
Greenstein, Secretary), the official agency authorized to collaborate with HHS on
issues concerning the PPACA in Louisiana. The State of Louisiana hopes that HHS
will listen to its concerns and give the States actual flexibility to improve health care
for all Americans.

Sincerely,

Bruce D. Greenstein
Secretary
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
 



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Fallin Attends U.S.-China Governors Forum in Utah; Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah? Selling U.S. Out to China
Date: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 8:44:28 AM

FYI (but no real big deal)
 

From: William Crozier [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 11:44 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Fallin Attends U.S.-China Governors Forum in Utah; Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah? Selling U.S. Out to China
 

fyi.............this is what the Right is putting out..Ne How Ma....Wo Hun How...

Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2011 19:36:05 -0700
From: terrypierce41
Subject: Fallin Attends U.S.-China Governors Forum in Utah; Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah? Selling U.S. Out
to China
To: terrypierce41@yahoo.com
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UPDATE - OK Governor Mary Fallin Attends  Controversial NGA

U.S.-China Governors Forum

7-16-11 OK Gov. Mary Fallin at NGA Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah. Photo Source: National
Governor's Association.

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin attended the controversial National Governors

Association meeting held in Salt Lake City, Utah July 13-17, 2011.  

Only 'authorized' media was allowed into the closed-door sessions,  Security was

extremely tight, with the Governors, along with their entourages, entering and exiting

their tour buses at the back entrance to The Grand America Hotel. 

The photo above was taken during Saturday's Health & Human Services Committee

Session on 7-16-2011.  

This link takes one to the NGA video on this particular session, where Governors

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
http://et.ratepoint.com/ad6b5f366bf2203f3c259f892039f946/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/648e770e46214366ef9a0da8125322e3/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/648e770e46214366ef9a0da8125322e3/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/8e0b305f23af3fcf38b590a602e440f2/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030


Sign up for Newsletter/Action

Alerts

Radio

Listen to America in the
Balance on Truth in Focus

Internet radio.

7/24/11 - Guest Dr. Michael

Coffman, author, researcher

and president of

Environmental Perspectives,

Inc. discusses the Bank of

International Settlements; the

move toward a carbon

currency; the rise of

"Technocracy'; environmental

ties; and China's

involvement.

7/17/11 - OK-SAFE's

Amanda Teegarden calls in

from Salt Lake City, Utah

after attending the U.S.-

China 2011 Conference.

Don Wyatt and Ronda V.

Smith discuss Tulsa 912

Project developments.

7/10/11 Guest Vince Wade,

award winning

investigative reporter,

analyst, and videographer,

has produced a series of

videos appearing on the

china-threat.com website

detailing the role American

universities have played in

transferring sensitive

defense technologies to

China.

7/3/11 - Guest Prof. William

"Bill" Kauffman, Retired,

Department of Aerospace

Engineering, University of

Michigan, President,

Explosion Research and

Investigation Corporation,

was forced into retirement

when he began

questioning the

University's ties with

Communist Chinese,

including sharing defense

technology. Kauffman is a

contributor to the china-

threat.com website.

4/3/11 - Guest Michael F.

Cannon, Director of Health

Policy Studies at the Cato

Institute, discusses why

"Obamacare Can't Be Fixed,
and Now is the Time to
Dismantle It"; federal grants

for state-based health

insurance exchanges; and

why states should not

asked questions about a proposed federal rule dealing with state-based exchanges

and PPACA compliance. 

Governor Fallin's question (albeit a long, confused one) about establishing a state-

based exchange begins at minute-marker 35:49.

Video links to the entire NGA Conference, including the U.S.-China Governors Forum

held on Friday, July 15, 2011 are available at the National Governors Association

website.

Other NGA Sessions dealt with Foreign Direct Investment, and included several

Memorandums of Understanding signings.  

The state of Utah, for one, is dedicated to developing "unprecedented partnerships"

with the Communist Chinese, at the government level, as well as at the business and

University levels.

Let the Dealmaking Begin 

From the front page of China Daily USA - present at both conferences - on Thursday,

July 14, 2011:

"Utah Governor Gary Herbert (left) shakes hand with Qinghai Governor Luo

Huining after they signed a Memorandum of Understanding at the Utah State

Capitol in Salt Lake City on Wednesday. Tom Smart / Deseret News"

Questions 

Questions should be directed to each state Governor asking exactly what are their

intentions with Chinese "investment" in their state?

Contact information for OK Governor Mary Fallin:

Phone: 405-521-2342, 800-865-5853

Email: info@gov.ok.gov

Calls and emails are needed to Lt. Governor Todd Lamb, who
answered “Yes” to the question “Is your office planning to actively
seek foreign direct investment in the state of Oklahoma?”
Phone: 405-521-2161
Email: info@gov.ok.gov, attention Lt. Gov. Lamb.
__________________________________________________________

Recent Interviews on America in the Balance:

7/24/11 - Guest Dr. Michael Coffman, author, researcher and president
of Environmental Perspectives, Inc. discusses the International
Settlement Bank and the move toward a carbon currency.

7/17/11 - OK-SAFE Exec. Director Amanda Teegarden calls in from
Salt Lake City after attending the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education &
Culture Conference, held in conjunction with the NGA Conference.
Don Wyatt and Ronda V. Smith discuss Tulsa 912 Project
developments.

http://et.ratepoint.com/301eeaab7c930c280717cc76ab50fb31/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/d11d363012dc0df28777da01928bf8fe/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/d11d363012dc0df28777da01928bf8fe/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/f6e7ab7f34efbc73cd2d8be1b60acfdf/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
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http://et.ratepoint.com/532726121973d4ece121392bd8dd3050/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/5fe1a17682dbe4276acf0f8480f5f023/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/8445ce94614ecbb61ff630eae60df902/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/8445ce94614ecbb61ff630eae60df902/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/8445ce94614ecbb61ff630eae60df902/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/87937fd03ad32d3e5c1be91687f8f203/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030


institute insurance

exchanges. 

Truth in Focus Radio.         

New! Idaho-SAFE:
Sovereignty and Free

Enterprise is catching on -

Check out the new Idaho-

SAFE at www.idaho-safe.org
  

 

 

Contact Us:

Email:

oksafe@windstream.net

Mail: 

OK-SAFE, Inc. 

P.O. Box 33148 

Tulsa, OK  74153 

2011 Dues now due. Your

dues make our work

possible. 

Pay online or make checks

payable to 

OK-SAFE, Inc. and mail to

the above P.O. Box.

Individual: $50/yr

Group: $100/yr

OK-SAFE, Inc. is a 501c4

non-profit Oklahoma

corporation. 

 

 
Blogroll:

OK-SAFE Blog

AxXiom for Liberty

OCPAC

OK2A

OKforTEA

OK Grassroots

ROPE

The Anti-Planner

The Online POOP

Tulsa 912Project

Patriot Seed Store

Grassroots in Nebraska

Boondoggle Blog 

7/10/11 - Guest Vince Wade, award winning investigative reporter, has produced a
series of videos appearing on China-Threat.com.

7/3/11 - Guest Prof. William "Bill" Kauffman, Retired, Department of Aerospace
Engineering, University of Michigan, President, Explosion Research and Investigation
Corporation, was forced into retirement when he began questioning the University's ties
with Communist Chinese, including sharing defense technology. Kauffman is a
contributor to the china-threat.com website.
 

 

Imagine: The Best Little Whorehouses in...uh, Utah? From the

OK-SAFE Blog

The U.S. is being sold out to the Chinese.  And the U.S. Governors are

greasing the wheels.

The Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah, site of the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Culture &
Education Conference July 14-17, 2011.

Excerpts:

"You are part of making history today.  July 14, 2011 will be one of those days
that you will be able to say to your children, and your grandchildren, that you
were here when history was made.” Lew Cramer, President and CEO World
Trade Center Utah.

"On behalf of the people of Utah, I beg you for your continued partnership with
Utah" Utah Governor Gary Herbert to the Chinese officials and business
interests present at the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture
Conference, 7-14-11.
_________________________________________________________

OK-SAFE, Inc. had the opportunity to send its' representative, Amanda Teegarden, to
the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture Conference held in Salt Lake City,
Utah July 14-17, 2011.

The Grand America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah. July 14, 2011.
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Reclaiming America for

Christ Event

Date: July 28-29, 2011

Times: 

Thursday, 6:15 pm - 10:15

pm. 

Friday, 1:30 pm - 5:00 pm,

and 6:15 pm - 10:00 pm.

Location: First Baptist Church

of Moore, OK

301 NE 27th St., Moore, OK

Special speakers: Bob

Carnuke, Dr. G Thomas

Sharp, Pastor Dan Fisher,

Pastor Paul Blair, Matt

Barber, Jenni White, US

Representative James

Lankford, State Attorney

General Scott Pruitt, and

State Representative Sally

Kern

Link to flyer.

 

Liberty Forge

Liberty Forge is a social

network devoted to

connecting voters and groups

who support a constitutionally

limited government. Since

elections are the only part of

our Republic that is

democratic, and the

representative to citizen ratio

is so low, it only makes sense

to have a discussion forum to

enable voters to vet

candidates and issues. The

power of Liberty Forge is in

assigning a discussion forum

to each individual voting

district. As a member you

enroll in your voting district

discussion groups and focus

The U.S.-China 2011 event, sponsored by the Mormon-run American-Chinese
Friendship Promotion Society, took place across the street from The Grand
America Hotel, where 32 U.S. Governors met under tight security for the
Annual National Governors Association conference.

That NGA event included the first-ever U.S.-China Governors Forum
(document here.)  Chinese provincial leaders and Governors, all members of the
CPC, spoke at both events.

Qin Guangrong, Governor of Yunnan Province, July 14, 2011

Qin Guangrong, Governor of Yunnan Province, Salt Lake City, Utah, July 14, 2011.  Biography says
he began his career as a member of the Communist Youth League in Hunan in 1975.

Hotels - Or The Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah?

Over the four-day span these two otherwise fine hotels could have more
appropriately been named the “The Best Little Whorehouses in... Utah”.  (Where
‘whorehouse’ is defined as a place where those seek after that which is immoral
and idolatrous.)

Chinese Government officials at the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Culture & Education Conference, Little
America Hotel, 7-14-11.

The object of both events was matchmaking; a sort of high-level, speed-dating
event aimed at introducing and pairing up government officials, University R &
D department heads, and Utah businesses (the “girls”) with potential Chinese
partners (the “johns”) who are, after all is said and done, all still
COMMUNISTS. (See bios of Chinese officials below).

Several Memorandums of Understanding were signed between the Chinese and
U.S. Governors and Universities.

What follows at the link below is the transcript of the Opening Plenary Session
of the U.S.-China Trade, Education & Culture Conference, July 14-17, 2011,
held at The Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Transcript and rest of blog post here.  Full report and more photos here.
Acts 17:30-31  "Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance,  God is now declaring to men
that all people everywhere should repent,  because He has fixed a day in which He will  judge the
world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed...."
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your time and energy on the

aspects of government which

you have the most power and

responsibility to effect.

Liberty Forge

 

Selling U.S. Out to China
 

Recently, OK-SAFE had the opportunity to interview award-winning

investigative reporter, researcher, and analyst Vince Wade on America
in the Balance.  (Link here.)

This followed our of interview of Prof. William "Bill" Kauffman, retired,

Department of Aerospace Engineering at the University of Michigan,

who re-counted some of the university's activities with regard to the

Chinese - including the sharing of sensitive defense technology.

Both are contributors to a site we all should become familiar with - www.china-

threat.com.

Vince has produced two videos in a series of three dealing with the

"Chinafication" of America.

The first, entitled U.S. Governors Selling Us to China,  is now at this

link:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kaUcwy27Ck

The second, entitled U.S. Governors - The Great American Sellout, is now at
this link:
http://www.youtube.com/user/vincewadeusa1?
blend=3&ob=5#p/u/0/nO1ROoDcfFw

Are you asking the right questions of your governor about their intentions with
Chinese investment in your state?

OK Governor Mary Fallin's number: 405-521-2342, or 800-865-5853.
Email: info@gov.ok.gov

Psalm 118: 8,9 - "It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man; It  is better to take
refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes."

 

Livin' Large in Hong Kong - Try 150 Sq. Ft. Apartment
Source: WSJ 

Video: Living in Hong Kong’s Tiny Apartment Units

Hong Kong's home prices have skyrocketed in recent years, forcing residents

like Yang Lianchun and her family to live in subdivided apartments. She talks

to the WSJ about what it's like for a family of four to live in 150 square feet of

space.

OK-SAFE Comment: Are you ready for sustainable development living?

OK-SAFE, Inc.,  PO Box 33148, Tulsa, OK 74153
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Fallin Attends U.S.-China Governors Forum in Utah; Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah? Selling U.S. Out to China
Date: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 8:44:00 AM

FYI (but no real big deal)
 

From: William Crozier [mailto: ] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 11:44 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Fallin Attends U.S.-China Governors Forum in Utah; Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah? Selling U.S. Out to China
 

fyi.............this is what the Right is putting out..Ne How Ma....Wo Hun How...

Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2011 19:36:05 -0700
From: terrypierce41
Subject: Fallin Attends U.S.-China Governors Forum in Utah; Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah? Selling U.S. Out
to China
To: terrypierce41@yahoo.com
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UPDATE - OK Governor Mary Fallin Attends  Controversial NGA

U.S.-China Governors Forum

7-16-11 OK Gov. Mary Fallin at NGA Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah. Photo Source: National
Governor's Association.

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin attended the controversial National Governors

Association meeting held in Salt Lake City, Utah July 13-17, 2011.  

Only 'authorized' media was allowed into the closed-door sessions,  Security was

extremely tight, with the Governors, along with their entourages, entering and exiting

their tour buses at the back entrance to The Grand America Hotel. 

The photo above was taken during Saturday's Health & Human Services Committee

Session on 7-16-2011.  

This link takes one to the NGA video on this particular session, where Governors
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Sign up for Newsletter/Action

Alerts

Radio

Listen to America in the
Balance on Truth in Focus

Internet radio.

7/24/11 - Guest Dr. Michael

Coffman, author, researcher

and president of

Environmental Perspectives,

Inc. discusses the Bank of

International Settlements; the

move toward a carbon

currency; the rise of

"Technocracy'; environmental

ties; and China's

involvement.

7/17/11 - OK-SAFE's

Amanda Teegarden calls in

from Salt Lake City, Utah

after attending the U.S.-

China 2011 Conference.

Don Wyatt and Ronda V.

Smith discuss Tulsa 912

Project developments.

7/10/11 Guest Vince Wade,

award winning

investigative reporter,

analyst, and videographer,

has produced a series of

videos appearing on the

china-threat.com website

detailing the role American

universities have played in

transferring sensitive

defense technologies to

China.

7/3/11 - Guest Prof. William

"Bill" Kauffman, Retired,

Department of Aerospace

Engineering, University of

Michigan, President,

Explosion Research and

Investigation Corporation,

was forced into retirement

when he began

questioning the

University's ties with

Communist Chinese,

including sharing defense

technology. Kauffman is a

contributor to the china-

threat.com website.

4/3/11 - Guest Michael F.

Cannon, Director of Health

Policy Studies at the Cato

Institute, discusses why

"Obamacare Can't Be Fixed,
and Now is the Time to
Dismantle It"; federal grants

for state-based health

insurance exchanges; and

why states should not

asked questions about a proposed federal rule dealing with state-based exchanges

and PPACA compliance. 

Governor Fallin's question (albeit a long, confused one) about establishing a state-

based exchange begins at minute-marker 35:49.

Video links to the entire NGA Conference, including the U.S.-China Governors Forum

held on Friday, July 15, 2011 are available at the National Governors Association

website.

Other NGA Sessions dealt with Foreign Direct Investment, and included several

Memorandums of Understanding signings.  

The state of Utah, for one, is dedicated to developing "unprecedented partnerships"

with the Communist Chinese, at the government level, as well as at the business and

University levels.

Let the Dealmaking Begin 

From the front page of China Daily USA - present at both conferences - on Thursday,

July 14, 2011:

"Utah Governor Gary Herbert (left) shakes hand with Qinghai Governor Luo

Huining after they signed a Memorandum of Understanding at the Utah State

Capitol in Salt Lake City on Wednesday. Tom Smart / Deseret News"

Questions 

Questions should be directed to each state Governor asking exactly what are their

intentions with Chinese "investment" in their state?

Contact information for OK Governor Mary Fallin:

Phone: 405-521-2342, 800-865-5853

Email: info@gov.ok.gov

Calls and emails are needed to Lt. Governor Todd Lamb, who
answered “Yes” to the question “Is your office planning to actively
seek foreign direct investment in the state of Oklahoma?”
Phone: 405-521-2161
Email: info@gov.ok.gov, attention Lt. Gov. Lamb.
__________________________________________________________

Recent Interviews on America in the Balance:

7/24/11 - Guest Dr. Michael Coffman, author, researcher and president
of Environmental Perspectives, Inc. discusses the International
Settlement Bank and the move toward a carbon currency.

7/17/11 - OK-SAFE Exec. Director Amanda Teegarden calls in from
Salt Lake City after attending the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education &
Culture Conference, held in conjunction with the NGA Conference.
Don Wyatt and Ronda V. Smith discuss Tulsa 912 Project
developments.
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institute insurance

exchanges. 

Truth in Focus Radio.         

New! Idaho-SAFE:
Sovereignty and Free

Enterprise is catching on -

Check out the new Idaho-

SAFE at www.idaho-safe.org
  

 

 

Contact Us:

Email:

oksafe@windstream.net

Mail: 

OK-SAFE, Inc. 

P.O. Box 33148 

Tulsa, OK  74153 

2011 Dues now due. Your

dues make our work

possible. 

Pay online or make checks

payable to 

OK-SAFE, Inc. and mail to

the above P.O. Box.

Individual: $50/yr

Group: $100/yr

OK-SAFE, Inc. is a 501c4

non-profit Oklahoma

corporation. 

 

 
Blogroll:

OK-SAFE Blog

AxXiom for Liberty

OCPAC

OK2A

OKforTEA

OK Grassroots

ROPE

The Anti-Planner

The Online POOP

Tulsa 912Project

Patriot Seed Store

Grassroots in Nebraska

Boondoggle Blog 

7/10/11 - Guest Vince Wade, award winning investigative reporter, has produced a
series of videos appearing on China-Threat.com.

7/3/11 - Guest Prof. William "Bill" Kauffman, Retired, Department of Aerospace
Engineering, University of Michigan, President, Explosion Research and Investigation
Corporation, was forced into retirement when he began questioning the University's ties
with Communist Chinese, including sharing defense technology. Kauffman is a
contributor to the china-threat.com website.
 

 

Imagine: The Best Little Whorehouses in...uh, Utah? From the

OK-SAFE Blog

The U.S. is being sold out to the Chinese.  And the U.S. Governors are

greasing the wheels.

The Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah, site of the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Culture &
Education Conference July 14-17, 2011.

Excerpts:

"You are part of making history today.  July 14, 2011 will be one of those days
that you will be able to say to your children, and your grandchildren, that you
were here when history was made.” Lew Cramer, President and CEO World
Trade Center Utah.

"On behalf of the people of Utah, I beg you for your continued partnership with
Utah" Utah Governor Gary Herbert to the Chinese officials and business
interests present at the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture
Conference, 7-14-11.
_________________________________________________________

OK-SAFE, Inc. had the opportunity to send its' representative, Amanda Teegarden, to
the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture Conference held in Salt Lake City,
Utah July 14-17, 2011.

The Grand America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah. July 14, 2011.
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Reclaiming America for

Christ Event

Date: July 28-29, 2011

Times: 

Thursday, 6:15 pm - 10:15

pm. 

Friday, 1:30 pm - 5:00 pm,

and 6:15 pm - 10:00 pm.

Location: First Baptist Church

of Moore, OK

301 NE 27th St., Moore, OK

Special speakers: Bob

Carnuke, Dr. G Thomas

Sharp, Pastor Dan Fisher,

Pastor Paul Blair, Matt

Barber, Jenni White, US

Representative James

Lankford, State Attorney

General Scott Pruitt, and

State Representative Sally

Kern

Link to flyer.

 

Liberty Forge

Liberty Forge is a social

network devoted to

connecting voters and groups

who support a constitutionally

limited government. Since

elections are the only part of

our Republic that is

democratic, and the

representative to citizen ratio

is so low, it only makes sense

to have a discussion forum to

enable voters to vet

candidates and issues. The

power of Liberty Forge is in

assigning a discussion forum

to each individual voting

district. As a member you

enroll in your voting district

discussion groups and focus

The U.S.-China 2011 event, sponsored by the Mormon-run American-Chinese
Friendship Promotion Society, took place across the street from The Grand
America Hotel, where 32 U.S. Governors met under tight security for the
Annual National Governors Association conference.

That NGA event included the first-ever U.S.-China Governors Forum
(document here.)  Chinese provincial leaders and Governors, all members of the
CPC, spoke at both events.

Qin Guangrong, Governor of Yunnan Province, July 14, 2011

Qin Guangrong, Governor of Yunnan Province, Salt Lake City, Utah, July 14, 2011.  Biography says
he began his career as a member of the Communist Youth League in Hunan in 1975.

Hotels - Or The Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah?

Over the four-day span these two otherwise fine hotels could have more
appropriately been named the “The Best Little Whorehouses in... Utah”.  (Where
‘whorehouse’ is defined as a place where those seek after that which is immoral
and idolatrous.)

Chinese Government officials at the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Culture & Education Conference, Little
America Hotel, 7-14-11.

The object of both events was matchmaking; a sort of high-level, speed-dating
event aimed at introducing and pairing up government officials, University R &
D department heads, and Utah businesses (the “girls”) with potential Chinese
partners (the “johns”) who are, after all is said and done, all still
COMMUNISTS. (See bios of Chinese officials below).

Several Memorandums of Understanding were signed between the Chinese and
U.S. Governors and Universities.

What follows at the link below is the transcript of the Opening Plenary Session
of the U.S.-China Trade, Education & Culture Conference, July 14-17, 2011,
held at The Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Transcript and rest of blog post here.  Full report and more photos here.
Acts 17:30-31  "Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance,  God is now declaring to men
that all people everywhere should repent,  because He has fixed a day in which He will  judge the
world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed...."
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your time and energy on the

aspects of government which

you have the most power and

responsibility to effect.

Liberty Forge

 

Selling U.S. Out to China
 

Recently, OK-SAFE had the opportunity to interview award-winning

investigative reporter, researcher, and analyst Vince Wade on America
in the Balance.  (Link here.)

This followed our of interview of Prof. William "Bill" Kauffman, retired,

Department of Aerospace Engineering at the University of Michigan,

who re-counted some of the university's activities with regard to the

Chinese - including the sharing of sensitive defense technology.

Both are contributors to a site we all should become familiar with - www.china-

threat.com.

Vince has produced two videos in a series of three dealing with the

"Chinafication" of America.

The first, entitled U.S. Governors Selling Us to China,  is now at this

link:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kaUcwy27Ck

The second, entitled U.S. Governors - The Great American Sellout, is now at
this link:
http://www.youtube.com/user/vincewadeusa1?
blend=3&ob=5#p/u/0/nO1ROoDcfFw

Are you asking the right questions of your governor about their intentions with
Chinese investment in your state?

OK Governor Mary Fallin's number: 405-521-2342, or 800-865-5853.
Email: info@gov.ok.gov

Psalm 118: 8,9 - "It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man; It  is better to take
refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes."

 

Livin' Large in Hong Kong - Try 150 Sq. Ft. Apartment
Source: WSJ 

Video: Living in Hong Kong’s Tiny Apartment Units

Hong Kong's home prices have skyrocketed in recent years, forcing residents

like Yang Lianchun and her family to live in subdivided apartments. She talks

to the WSJ about what it's like for a family of four to live in 150 square feet of

space.

OK-SAFE Comment: Are you ready for sustainable development living?

OK-SAFE, Inc.,  PO Box 33148, Tulsa, OK 74153
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Fallin office statement re: early innovator grants
Date: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 6:17:26 PM

what do you guys want me to say here?
________________________________________
From: Sonya Colberg [SColberg@opubco.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 5:45 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Fallin office statement re: early innovator grants

Alex,
Do you know whether the funding is going to the Health Care Authority or the Health Department?
HHS is not sure.

________________________________
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 4:50 PM
To: Sonya Colberg
Subject: Fallin office statement re: early innovator grants

“Governor Fallin is currently reviewing the state’s Early Innovator grant to ensure that any federal
assistance does not come with unaffordable or unworkable federal mandates, or any other unwanted
conditions.

“The governor does, as she stated during her State of the State address, support the creation of an
Oklahoma-based based health insurance exchange that would provide consumers with more choices and
help to improve access to affordable plans. Regardless of any federal assistance the state does or does
not receive in the future, she will continue to support the creation of such an exchange.” – Alex Weintz

Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov<Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov>

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: "aweintz "
Subject: Fw: Fallin Rejects Obamacare
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 2:20:13 PM

 
From: mccarvillereport@aol.com [mailto:mccarvillereport@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 02:18 PM
To: McCarvilleReport@aol.com <McCarvilleReport@aol.com> 
Subject: Fallin Rejects Obamacare 
 
Go to: http://www.McCarvilleReport.com or http://www.McCarvilleReport.mobi
 

Mike McCarville
mccarvillereport@aol.com

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Fallin/medicaid expansion
Date: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 2:53:00 PM

Fyi this is what I sent to Carnuccio and is what the gov has been saying for the last 24 hrs.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 2:50 PM
To: Michael Carnuccio
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fallin/medicaid expansion
 
Michael, this article is an accurate representation of the gov’s position:
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120724_336_0_GovMar820522
 
She has said she will not make a decision regarding Medicaid expansion until after the November
election, largely because of political, policy and economic uncertainties that still loom large.
 
Her first preference, obviously, is for Governor Romney to be elected president and for him to work
with Congress to repeal and replace ObamaCare in its entirety. She plans to actively work to help
Gov. Romney in his campaign and hopes that a new Congress and president can make this a reality.
 
Regardless of who is president, the governor also feels that there are too many economic and public
policy questions left unanswered for her to  make an immediate decision about Medicaid expansion.
It is a fact that any expansion will cost the state of Oklahoma more tax dollars. That cost comes at a
time when the federal government may or may not act to suspend the alternative minimum tax,
may or may not renew the Bush tax cuts, and may or may not cut over $500 billion in defense
spending (which would cost an estimated 16,000 Oklahoma jobs). All of these things would affect
Oklahoma’s economy and budget. Furthermore, if an Obama White House continues to insist on tax
increases and huge cuts in the defense budget, it has the potential to plunge the nation back into
recession.  
 
For all of these reasons Gov. Fallin has said she will continue to study the issue and wait until after
the November election to announce a decision.
 
Note that where a potential insurance exchange is concerned, the governor also continues to study
that issue. She has not, however, attached a timeline to her decision on an exchange.  
 
Also, here is the governor’s position and history with the ACA:
 
 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and
unworkable, and that many aspects of the bill — including the individual mandate – grant
Congress power that was not intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120724_336_0_GovMar820522
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120724_336_0_GovMar820522


the bill as a congresswoman and supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general
as governor. She continues her adamant opposition to the law, and will actively campaign
for conservative candidates, including the Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to
overturn and replace the ACA.
 

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:34:00 PM
Attachments: EPA Regional Haze FIP News Release_121411.docx

State of Oklahoma & OGE Motion for Stay.pdf
Letter to Lisa Jackson - EPA - methane 20111012.pdf
Religious Liberty Lawsuit News Release_2232012.docx
Complaint FINAL.pdf
12 Feb 9 Oklahoma Mortgage Settlement News ReleaseB.pdf
Mortgage Term Sheet Letter to AG Tom Miller.pdf

Good stuff re: energy/environment.
 
Also mortgages and religious liberty … can probably either leave off or include as an FYI
 

From: Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
 
Hi Alex, 

Attached are a few news releases and letters related to federal overreach. Let me know if you have

any questions or need further information. 

Diane Clay 
Director of Communications 
Office of the Attorney General 
State of Oklahoma 
313 NE 21 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-0166 
(405) 250-8792 cell 
diane.clay@oag.ok.gov 

  

From:        Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 
To:        "diane.clay@oag.ok.gov" <diane.clay@oag.ok.gov> 
Cc:        Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> 
Date:        04/17/2012 02:25 PM 
Subject:        federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
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Attorney General Pruitt to Appeal EPA Decision on Regional Haze Rule



AG seeking to preserve right of Oklahoma to determine energy and environmental policies





OKLAHOMA CITY – Attorney General Scott Pruitt said he will appeal today’s decision by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to institute a federal regional haze plan in the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge. The decision goes against Oklahoma’s right to implement a state plan that will allow a more gradual transition that meets the standards of the rule, and spares Oklahoma utility consumers substantial rate increases. 



“As Attorney General, it is my job to preserve Oklahoma’s right to formulate a state plan that meets the standards of the Regional Haze Rule. The Clean Air Act clearly recognizes that Oklahomans, and not federal bureaucrats, are best situated to determine energy and environmental policies,” Pruitt said. “This action by the Obama Administration once again ignores the state’s ability to craft an Oklahoma solution. We will continue to fight this intrusion by appealing today’s decision to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit.”



The Regional Haze Rule requires agencies to work together to improve visibility at national parks and wilderness areas by 2064. The rule deals only with aesthetics and is not based on health. Oklahoma’s industry leaders, elected officials, utility companies, consumer protection advocates and energy producers spent months creating a State Implementation Plan (SIP) to address the requirements of the rule in multiple parts of the state. The state plan accomplished the regional haze requirements by 2026. 



In March, EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson informed the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality that the federal government planned to implement their own regional haze plan. Based on the latest estimates, the federal plan could increase Oklahoma utility rates by more than 13 percent. 



In response to Administrator Jackson’s action, Attorney General Pruitt sued the EPA in May on behalf of the State in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma. The lawsuit claims the EPA did not meet the deadline to file a Federal Implementation Plan, nor follow the required approval process. The lawsuit in district court remains ongoing. 



“I am disappointed but not surprised that EPA has decided to enter into a consent decree with environmental groups and impose a federal plan for regional haze on our state, instead of working with Oklahomans on our reasonable state plan,” U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe said. 



“EPA's plan does nothing to address air quality with respect to public health; it simply mandates controls on Oklahoma utilities to meet an aesthetic standard, even though Oklahoma continues to make gains in air quality. While our state plan is effective and affordable, EPA’s plan will impose around $2 billion in costs, and Oklahoma families will have to foot the bill. Like so many of EPA’s rules, it will be all economic pain for no meaningful environmental benefits. 

“Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt, Governor Mary Fallin, the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, and the Oklahoma Corporation Commission, have come together in support of our state plan, and this matter was the subject of a lengthy hearing at the Corporation Commission, which also included contributions from Oklahoma’s utilities and energy industries. I stand with them in support Oklahoma’s plan as we continue to work to together to fight against EPA’s unreasonable mandates.”


###
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UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE TENTH CIRCUIT


STATE OF OKLAHOMA EX REL. )   
SCOTT PRUITT, in his official capacity  )  
as Attorney General of Oklahoma, and 
OKLAHOMA INDUSTRIAL ENERGY 
CONSUMERS, 


)
)
)


 )  
 Petitioners, )  
 )  
v. ) NO.:  12-9526 
 )  
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL )  
PROTECTION AGENCY, )  
 )  
 Respondent. )  
------------------------------------- )  
SIERRA CLUB, )  
 )  
 Intervenor – Respondent. )  
 )  
 )  
OKLAHOMA GAS AND ELECTRIC 
COMPANY,


)
)


 )  
 Petitioner, )  
 )  
v. ) NO.:  12-9527 
 )  
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL )  
PROTECTION AGENCY, )  
 )  
 Respondent. )  
------------------------------------- )  
SIERRA CLUB, )  
 )  
 Intervenor – Respondent. )  
 )  
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PETITIONERS’ MOTION FOR STAY OF FINAL RULE 


In its quest to issue a Federal Implementation Plan (“FIP”) that requires Oklahoma 


Gas and Electric Company (“OG&E”) to spend over $1.2 billion to install dry flue gas 


desulfurization technology (“scrubbers”) on four electric generating units in the next five 


years to address aesthetic concerns about regional haze, the Environmental Protection 


Agency (“EPA”) eviscerated the authority and discretion given to the State of Oklahoma 


by the Clean Air Act (“CAA” or “Act”). The only way that EPA could achieve this 


predetermined outcome was to ignore the Act and its own guidance and violate the 


Administrative Procedures Act (“APA”) by raising and relying on new rules and 


methodologies for the first time in its final rule adopting the FIP. The Agency’s action is 


sure to raise the costs of electricity to consumers, including those who are members of 


Oklahoma Industrial Energy Consumers (“OIEC”), with a corresponding loss of jobs and 


economic activity.  The State of Oklahoma , OG&E and OIEC (collectively, 


“Petitioners”) move the Court pursuant to Fed. R. App. P. 18 to stay, pending judicial 


review, the final rule that resulted from EPA’s refusal to follow the law and its own 


guidance.1


The results-oriented review conducted by EPA – culminating in a Final Rule that 


will force OG&E to install scrubbers – was fatally flawed substantively and procedurally, 


1 The final rule was published on December 28, 2011 and is titled “Approval and 
Promulgation of Implementation Plans; Oklahoma; Federal Implementation Plan for 
Interstate Transport of Pollution Affecting Visibility and Best Available Retrofit 
Technology Determinations.”  76 Fed. Reg. 81,728 (Dec. 28, 2011) (“Final Rule”).  
Petitioners do not request a stay of the portion of the Final Rule that approved 
Oklahoma’s BART determinations for particulate matter and nitrogen oxides at OG&E’s 
Muskogee, Sooner and Seminole Generating Stations and for sulfur dioxide (“SO2”) at 
the Seminole Generating Station (Units 1, 2 and 3).   
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and Petitioners meet all of the requirements for the issuance of a stay.  The administrative 


record shows that Petitioners are likely to succeed on the merits because EPA’s “nothing 


but scrubbers” approach led it to reject a final regional haze state implementation plan 


(“SIP”) that Oklahoma sent to EPA over a year before EPA proposed to adopt the FIP.  In 


substituting its judgment for the judgment of the State, EPA illegally usurps the broad 


authority given by Congress to the States to make best available retrofit technology 


(“BART”) determinations for regional haze. See 42 U.S.C. § 7491.  The Oklahoma SIP 


included a state-specific balancing of BART factors that considered Oklahoma’s unique 


energy and economic needs; a balancing that EPA is neither equipped nor authorized to 


conduct.  Instead, EPA improperly mandated its desired outcome in place of Oklahoma’s 


considered judgment as to the appropriate BART for facilities in the state.  For EPA to 


accomplish this objective, it had to ignore its own policies and procedures for making 


these determinations and, in the Final Rule, use new approaches regarding cost 


effectiveness and visibility improvement that it had not identified in the proposed rule.


This approach precluded public comment and violated Petitioners’ procedural rights. 


EPA’s illegal adoption of the Final Rule will have an immediate and irreparable 


impact on the State (whose CAA authority has been eviscerated by EPA’s actions), 


OG&E (which, because it must install four scrubbers at an estimated cost exceeding $1.2 


billion, will be required to begin installation activities immediately with no recourse 


against EPA if the Final Rule is reversed), and the electricity consumers in Oklahoma, 


like those represented by OIEC (who face significant electricity rate increases as a result 


of the costs imposed by the Final Rule).  Finally, where Congress has set 2064 as the 
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timeframe for achieving the elimination of visibility impacts, and EPA has not 


demonstrated through its own actions any urgency in adopting regional haze SIPs or 


FIPs, the balance of the equities favor the relatively short delay in the effective date of 


the Final Rule sought by Petitioners here.


Petitioners submitted petitions for reconsideration and requests for a stay of the 


Final Rule to EPA more than 30 days prior to filing this motion.2  Although the Final 


Rule is fatally defective, EPA has taken no action on those requests, and EPA and Sierra 


Club have indicated that they oppose this motion. 


BACKGROUND


OG&E’s affected Muskogee Units, located near Muskogee, Oklahoma, are two 


approximately 500 MW coal-fired generating units, and the Sooner Units, located near 


Red Rock, Oklahoma, are two approximately 500 MW coal-fired generating units.  Ex. 1, 


Declaration of Ken Johnson (“Johnson Decl.”) ¶ 2 (attached as Ex. A to Petition for 


Reconsideration).  For more than a decade, OG&E has voluntarily burned very low sulfur 


coal at the electrical generating units (“EGUs”) at the Muskogee (Units 4 and 5) and 


Sooner (Units 1 and 2) Generating Stations (the “OG&E Units”) in order to limit SO2


emissions.  (Id. ¶ 5.)  OG&E is Oklahoma’s largest electricity provider and serves 


approximately 789,000 customers in 268 communities in Oklahoma and western 


Arkansas. 


2 See Petition for Reconsideration and Request for Administrative Stay, filed by 
Oklahoma and OG&E on February 24, 2012 (attached hereto as Exhibit 1); OIEC 
Request for a Stay of Implementation of the Federal Implementation Plan for Oklahoma 
Concerning Interstate Transport of Pollution Affecting Visibility, received by EPA on 
February 28, 2012 (attached hereto as Exhibit 2). 
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OIEC is a non-partisan, unincorporated association of large consumers of energy 


with facilities located in the State of Oklahoma.  OIEC Members are engaged in energy 


price-sensitive industries such as pulp and paper, cement, refining, glass, industrial gases, 


plastic, film and food processing.  OIEC Members employ thousands of Oklahoma 


citizens.


In Section 169A of the 1977 Amendments to the CAA, Congress created a 


program for protecting visibility in the nation’s national parks and wilderness areas.  This 


section establishes as a national goal the “prevention of any future, and the remedying of 


any existing, impairment of visibility in mandatory Class I federal areas which 


impairment results from manmade air pollution.”  42 U.S.C. § 7491(a)(1).  Congress 


recognized that this program requires a delicate balance that considers the timing, cost 


and economic impact of alternative methods to achieve such goals.  42 U.S.C. § 


7491(g)(1) (“In determining reasonable progress there shall be taken into consideration 


the costs of compliance, the time necessary for compliance, and the energy and nonair 


quality environmental impacts of compliance . . . .”). 


Congress added Section 169B to the Act in 1990 to address regional haze issues, 


and in 1999, EPA promulgated regulations addressing regional haze, 70 Fed. Reg. 39,104 


(July 6, 2005), codified at 40 C.F.R. part 51, subpart P (“Regional Haze Regulations” or 


“RHR”).  In Section 169B, Congress made clear its intent to delegate significant power to 


States to develop, review, approve, and implement site-specific implementation plans 


designed to make reasonable progress in achieving regional haze goals while balancing 


each State’s unique economic and power needs. See, e.g., 123 Cong. Rec. 13,696, 13,709 
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(1977).  EPA has recognized that, because the issues to be balanced are uniquely State 


and source specific, “the State must determine the appropriate level of BART control for 


each source subject to BART.”  70 Fed. Reg. at 39,107. 


The CAA and RHR set forth the process that must be followed in determining 


BART, but neither requires any specific outcome.  Thus, the CAA and RHR require, in 


part, that a State balance five factors in making a BART determination for each 


qualifying facility.3  EPA recognizes that “States are free to determine the weight and 


significance to be assigned each factor.”  Proposed Oklahoma BART Rule, 76 Fed. Reg. 


16,168, 16,174 (Mar. 22, 2011) (“Proposed Rule”).  EPA further acknowledges that “[i]n 


some cases, the State may determine that . . . no additional controls would be needed for 


compliance with the BART requirement.”  Original Regional Haze Regulations, 64 Fed. 


Reg. 35,714, 35,740 (July 1, 1999). 


The RHR require States to submit their BART determinations, along with other 


required elements, as SIP revisions to EPA for approval (“Regional Haze SIPs”).  EPA 


may disapprove a Regional Haze SIP and issue a FIP only when a SIP fails to meet all of 


the applicable requirements of the Act.  42 U.S.C. § 7410(k)(3).  In this instance, the 


applicable requirements are that the emission limitations developed to address regional 


haze be developed pursuant to the evaluation process and balancing of the BART factors 


set out in the CAA and RHR.  42 U.S.C. § 7491(b). 


3 The five BART factors are:  (i) the costs of compliance; (ii) the energy and non-
air quality environmental impacts of compliance; (iii) any existing pollution control 
technology in use at the source; (iv) the remaining useful life of the source; and (v) the 
degree of improvement in visibility that may be expected as a result of such technology.  
42 U.S.C. § 7491(g)(2); 40 C.F.R. § 51.308(e)(1)(ii). 
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Oklahoma, on February 17, 2010, submitted to EPA its regional haze revisions to 


the Oklahoma State Implementation Plan (“Oklahoma SIP”).  See Oklahoma SIP, Doc. 


ID No. EPA-R06-OAR-2010-0190-0002 (relevant portions attached hereto as Exhibit 3).


After properly balancing the statutory factors, Oklahoma determined that low sulfur coal 


constituted BART for SO2 emissions from the OG&E Units and proposed a SIP that 


would have made OG&E’s continued use of that low sulfur coal a mandatory condition 


of operation.  In balancing the BART factors, Oklahoma had before it both a 2008 cost 


analysis for the OG&E Units—one that both EPA and the Oklahoma Department of 


Environmental Quality (“ODEQ”) had stated was prepared in conformity with the EPA 


Air Polluton Control Cost Manual (“CCM”)4 —and a 2009 cost analysis prepared at 


ODEQ’s and EPA’s request that was more robust and site-specific than the 2008 cost 


estimate. See id.  Both the 2008 Cost Analysis and 2009 Cost Analysis were prepared 


with the assistance of OG&E’s engineering consultant, Sargent & Lundy LLC (“S&L”).5


Oklahoma concluded, based on this and other information, that scrubbers are not cost 


effective for the OG&E Units.  Here, unlike the New Mexico regional haze proceedings, 6


all supporting documentation, including costs of control, were properly included in the 


administrative record before EPA acted. 
4 See Comment from OG&E, Doc. ID No. EPA R06-OAR-2010-0190-0038, dated 


May 23, 2011 (“OG&E Comment”), at Ex. A, comment 2 (attached hereto as Exhibit 4); 
see also Ex. 3, Oklahoma SIP, App. 6-4.  


5 S&L is well qualified to perform the cost analysis for the OG&E Units.  S&L has 
decades of experience providing comprehensive consulting, engineering, design, and 
analysis for electric power generation, specifically in the area of retrofit and 
environmental compliance projects.  To develop both the 2008 and 2009 cost estimates, 
S&L reviewed OG&E data in detail and visited the Muskogee and Sooner Generating 
Stations numerous times so as to understand the specific design and engineering aspects 
of the affected units and the overall facilities. 


6 See Martinez v. EPA, No. 11-9567 (consolidated with No. 11-9552 and 11-9557), 
Order (10th Cir. Mar. 1, 2012) (denying motion to stay). 
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On March 22, 2011, more than one year after Oklahoma submitted its SIP to EPA, 


EPA published a proposed rule in the Federal Register proposing to approve in part and 


disapprove in part the Oklahoma SIP.  See Proposed Rule, 76 Fed. Reg. 16,168.  In the 


same notice, and without waiting for its proposed disapproval of parts of the Oklahoma 


SIP to become final—i.e., without waiting for and considering public comments on its 


proposed disapproval of portions of the Oklahoma SIP—EPA proposed a FIP to 


substitute its judgment for the judgment of Oklahoma on certain key issues statutorily 


delegated to Oklahoma, including the BART determinations for the OG&E Units.  


On May 23, 2011, the State of Oklahoma, OIEC, and OG&E (among others) 


separately submitted extensive legal, policy, and technical comments to EPA opposing its 


proposed action and arguing that, for numerous reasons, EPA’s proposed action was 


contrary to the CAA and RHR and was otherwise arbitrary and capricious.7  Despite these 


comments, EPA published the Final Rule with respect to the Oklahoma SIP on December 


28, 2011, disapproving the State’s SO2 BART determinations for the OG&E Units and 


for two units at another facility in the State. See 76 Fed. Reg. 81,728.  EPA then 


simultaneously finalized the Oklahoma FIP that imposed an SO2 emission limit of 0.06 


lbs/MMBtu for each OG&E Unit, which would require the installation of a scrubber at 


each affected unit by January 27, 2017.  Moreover, in support of the FIP, EPA adopted 


entirely new approaches not contained in its proposed rule without proper notice and the 


opportunity to comment, in violation of APA requirements. 


7 See Comment from Okla. Attorney General, Doc. ID No. EPA-R06-OAR-2010-
0190-0040, dated May 23, 2011 (attached hereto as Exhibit 5); Comment from OIEC, 
Doc. ID No. EPA-R06-2010-0190-0051, dated May 23, 2011 (attached hereto as Exhibit 
6); Exhibit 4, OG&E Comment. 
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ARGUMENT


The Tenth Circuit applies its preliminary injunction standard in deciding motions 


to stay agency action. Associated Sec. Corp. v. SEC, 283 F.2d 773, 774-75 (10th Cir. 


1960).  “A plaintiff seeking a preliminary injunction must establish that he is likely to 


succeed on the merits, that he is likely to suffer irreparable harm in the absence of 


preliminary relief, that the balance of equities tips in his favor, and that an injunction is in 


the public interest.” Winter v. NRDC, 555 U.S. 7, 20 (2008); see also RoDa Drilling 


Co. v. Siegal, 552 F.3d 1203, 1208 (10th Cir. 2009) (same).  The Tenth Circuit has 


adopted a modified requirement as to the likelihood of success, allowing a lesser showing 


on the merits where the other factors are strongly demonstrated, and vice versa.  See O 


Centro Beneficiente Uniao Do Begetal v. Ashcroft, 389 F.3d 973, 1002 (10th Cir. 2004).  


For the reasons described below, Petitioners satisfy each of the stay factors. 


I. Petitioners Are Likely To Succeed on the Merits and Are Entitled to a Stay. 


A. EPA Illegally Usurped Authority Congress Delegated to Oklahoma.


The CAA and RHR require that States, not EPA, have the primary role in 


implementing the regional haze program, including making BART determinations. See,


e.g., CAA § 169A(b)(2)(A), (g)(2), 42 U.S.C. § 7491(b)(2)(A), (g)(2) (“in determining 


[BART] the state (or the Administrator in determining emission limitations which reflect 


such technology) shall take into consideration [the BART factors]”) (emphasis added).  


EPA may disapprove a SIP and promulgate a FIP only where a State’s SIP fails to meet 


minimum CAA requirements.  42 U.S.C. § 7410(k)(3); see also Train v. Natural Res. 


Def. Council, 421 U.S. 60, 79 (1975).  The RHR and BART guidelines issued by EPA, 
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70 Fed. Reg. 39,104 (July 6, 2005), require only that States engage in the process of 


weighing the five statutory factors in determining BART for eligible sources in a manner 


consistent with the RHR, and that “States are free to determine the weight and 


significance to be assigned to each factor.” See 76 Fed. Reg. 16,168, 16, 174 (Mar. 22, 


2011).  As the Oklahoma SIP clearly shows, Oklahoma did properly engage in that 


process in making its BART determinations for the OG&E Units. 


This case stands in contrast to the Court’s recent decision denying a stay of a 


regional haze FIP for New Mexico.8  Unlike the situation in New Mexico, where there 


was no regional haze SIP at the time the proposed FIP was issued, and the BART 


determination and corresponding cost record was not submitted until after the FIP 


comment period closed, Oklahoma submitted its SIP to EPA long before EPA proposed 


the Oklahoma FIP, and with a full record. Since ODEQ applied the statutory factors in 


promulgating the Oklahoma SIP, EPA was not free to reject Oklahoma’s BART 


determinations with respect to the OG&E Units and promulgate a FIP substituting its 


judgment for that of the State.


The U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit has affirmed that EPA’s role in 


determining regional haze plans is limited, stating that the CAA “calls for states to play 


the lead role in designing and implementing regional haze programs.” Am. Corn 


Growers Ass’n v. EPA, 291 F.3d 1, 2 (D.C. Cir. 2002). The Court reversed a portion of 


EPA’s original RHR because it found that EPA’s method of analyzing visibility 


improvements distorted the statutory factors and was “inconsistent with the Act’s 


8 See Martinez v. EPA, supra n.6. 


Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018822969     Date Filed: 04/04/2012     Page: 11Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018823147     Date Filed: 04/04/2012     Page: 10Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018825392     Date Filed: 04/10/2012     Page: 10







10


provisions giving the states broad authority over BART determinations.”  Id. at 8 


(emphasis added); see also Utility Air Group v. EPA, 471 F.3d 1333, 1336 (D.C. Cir. 


2006) (The second step in a BART determination “requires states to determine the 


particular technology that an individual source ‘subject to BART’ must install”).  EPA 


lacks the authority to disapprove the Oklahoma SIP merely because it disagrees with 


Oklahoma’s choice in emission controls for specific sources.  See Train, 421 U.S. at 79 


(EPA has “no authority to question the wisdom of a State’s choice of emission limitations 


if they are part of a plan which satisfies the standards of [the Act] . . . the Agency may 


devise and promulgate a specific plan of its own only if a [s]tate fails to submit an 


implementation plan which satisfies those standards.”).   


EPA’s only basis for finding that Oklahoma deviated from the BART guidelines is 


the assertion that the 2009 site-specific cost estimates did not comply with the CCM.9


This position is fundamentally flawed in at least two respects.  First, EPA ignores 


OG&E’s 2008 cost estimates, which EPA and ODEQ both acknowledged were calculated 


in accordance with the CCM, and which justify the State’s BART determinations for the 


OG&E Units.  Instead, EPA focuses solely on and criticizes the 2009 site-specific cost 


estimates for not complying with the CCM.  In fact, however, the 2009 cost estimates did 


use the categories of costs identified in the CCM, but at EPA’s request, went beyond the 


assumed CCM values to provide site specific, vendor-supported cost estimates for the 


BART analysis.  See Ex. 4, OG&E Comment at 7, 8. 


9 See Final Rule, 76 Fed. Reg. at 81,744 (“The Control Cost Manual must be 
followed to the extent possible when calculating the cost of BART controls.”).
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EPA also ignored the detailed analysis in the State's BART determination, which 


expressly considered both the 2008 and 2009 cost estimates in detail and concluded that 


they were reasonable.10 See Ex. 3, Oklahoma SIP, App. 6-5, Item 1, Sooner BART 


Review at pp. 14-18, and Muskogee BART Review at pp. 14-18.  The CAA gave 


Oklahoma the right to conduct this analysis and make a determination without being 


second-guessed by EPA.  Oklahoma exercised the authority granted by the CAA and 


determined that "[t]he cost for [scrubbers] is too high, the benefit too low and these costs, 


if borne, further extend the life expectancy of coal as the primary fuel in the Sooner 


facility for at least 20 years and beyond.  BART is the continued use of low sulfur coal."  


Id. at p. 29. 


EPA second guessed Oklahoma’s authority by rejecting significant portions of the 


2009 site-specific costs estimates, in many instances simply assuming, without verifying, 


that they resulted in the double counting of expenses.  While OG&E disputes EPA’s 


conclusion regarding the 2009 cost estimates, once EPA reached the conclusion that the 


CCM estimates should control, the proper response by EPA should have been to return to 


the 2008 cost estimates, which both EPA and ODEQ had stated complied with the CCM 


and which support the State’s BART determinations for the OG&E Units.  EPA’s attempt 


to create a hybrid cost estimate by selectively modifying the 2009 estimate resulted in 


cost estimates that were neither site-specific and real (like OG&E’s 2009 cost estimates) 


10 The reasonableness of the scrubber costs determined by Oklahoma is 
demonstrated by their consistency with the estimated scrubber costs in the recent filing 
by Southwestern Electric Power Company for the installation of a scrubber at its Flint 
Creek Power Plant, a 528 MW coal-fired generating plant near Gentry, Arkansas.  See
Petition for Declaratory Order at ¶ 17 (Arkansas Public Service Commission Docket No. 
12-008-U (available at http://www.apscservices.info/efilings/docket_search.asp)).
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nor reflective of the CCM general estimates (like OG&E’s 2008 cost estimates).  EPA’s 


“cherry-picking” approach to the cost estimates for the OG&E Units in order to justify its 


predetermined conclusion that scrubbers were BART was, therefore, arbitrary and 


capricious.


The way that EPA developed and considered these cost estimates demonstrates 


that its process was results oriented.  When EPA requested the 2009 cost estimates, 


OG&E informed the Agency that the estimates would not strictly follow the CCM 


because the 2008 cost estimates already did, but EPA persisted in the request.  EPA then 


proceeded to reject the State’s BART determination for the precise reason that the 2009 


cost estimates did not follow the CCM.  This is not a process by which to consider fairly 


the State’s BART determination; to the contrary, it is arbitrary and capricious.  


Second, even if only the 2009 cost estimates were used to evaluate the cost 


effectiveness of scrubbers, Oklahoma’s reliance on those site-specific estimates was 


proper.  EPA’s contrary conclusion is flatly inconsistent with its own recognition that 


“States have flexibility in how they calculate costs.”  70 Fed. Reg. at 39,127.  Where the 


RHR give States flexibility and Congress has designated that States take the dominant 


role in determining BART, EPA is not free to undercut the State’s reasonable exercise of 


that flexibility, particularly by substituting its own arbitrary approach.  EPA illegally 


usurped State authority in violation of the plain language of the Act when it rejected 


Oklahoma’s BART determination for the OG&E Units and, thus, the FIP is unlawful.11


11 In addition, because EPA published a notice that certain States, including 
Oklahoma, had initially failed to meet the deadline for submitting regional haze SIPs, the 
CAA unequivocally imposed a two-year requirement for EPA to issue a FIP. See 42 
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B. EPA’s Disapproval of the Oklahoma SIP Was Arbitrary and Capricious.


As previously noted, Oklahoma has the primary authority to determine BART and, 


pursuant to EPA’s own guidelines, this primacy extends to the cost analysis, where the 


State is given “flexibility in how [it] determines costs.”  70 Fed. Reg. at 39,127.


Oklahoma’s cost analysis, set forth in the Oklahoma SIP, clearly meets statutory 


requirements.  Even if EPA was authorized to second guess Oklahoma’s judgment, EPA 


has not articulated any sound or reasonable basis for rejecting Oklahoma’s considered 


judgment regarding the appropriate costs to consider.  Indeed, EPA’s own cost analysis is 


internally inconsistent, arbitrary, speculative and unsound.  EPA analyzed an “Option 1” 


that grossly inflated emission reductions contrary to EPA’s own guidance and an “Option 


2” that estimated costs for a system that, as a matter of basic engineering principles, 


cannot be installed without significantly decreasing the generation capacity of the OG&E 


Units.  EPA’s approach simply cannot be supported. 


1. EPA’s failure to accept the 2008 cost estimate is unjustified.


In May 2008, OG&E submitted BART evaluations, including cost estimates for 


installing and operating scrubbers at the OG&E Units, which were prepared according to 


the CCM.  In November 2008, EPA sent a letter to ODEQ in which EPA acknowledged 


that “OG&E did utilize the ‘EPA Air Pollution Control Cost Manual’ when constructing 


its [May 2008] cost estimates.” See Ex. 4, OG&E Comment, Ex. A; see also Ex. 3, 


(continued…) 


U.S.C. § 7410(c); Gen. Motors v. United States, 496 U.S. 530, 537 (1990) (citing CAA § 
110(c) as an example of “explicit deadlines” established by the CAA).  It is undisputed 
that EPA failed to promulgate a FIP within that two-year window.  Thus, EPA’s attempt 
to promulgate the Oklahoma FIP outside that two-year window, without first providing a 
new notice to re-open the two-year window for doing so, was contrary to the Act. 
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Oklahoma SIP, App. 6-4.  The 2008 cost estimates showed that the costs of scrubbers per 


ton of SO2 removed for the OG&E Units would be more than 10 times EPA’s stated 


average costs per ton for this technology, and nearly five times as much as the upper limit 


of EPA’s expected cost range.  See 70 Fed. Reg. at 39,132 (estimating an average cost of 


$919 per ton and a cost range of $400 to $2,000 per ton of SO2 removed).


Despite EPA’s acknowledgment that the 2008 cost estimates complied with the 


CCM, OG&E complied with EPA’s request that OG&E supply more detailed, site-


specific information.12  Although OG&E used the cost categories prescribed by the CCM 


to develop the 2009 cost estimates, their site-specific nature meant that they could not 


achieve the CCM’s primary objective of national comparability for costs of control 


equipment at one facility to costs of similar equipment at another facility, a fact which 


OG&E pointed out in its comments to the proposed Oklahoma SIP.  See Ex. 4, OG&E 


Comment at 25.   


Under these circumstances, it is clear that EPA’s rejection of the 2009 estimates 


(after it requested them) for allegedly failing to follow the CCM is arbitrary and designed 


to achieve its predetermined judgment that scrubbers should be specified as BART for 


the OG&E Units.  Not only does EPA’s decision rest on a faulty analysis of the 2009 cost 


estimates, but EPA completely and improperly ignored the 2008 cost estimates that, in 


full accordance with the CCM (as even EPA admitted), independently demonstrated that 


scrubbers are not cost effective.  EPA’s inconsistent positions regarding the nature of the 


12 The 2008 cost estimates were updated in September 2009 to reflect the use of 
annual actual baseline emissions for the 2004-2006 periods, as required by EPA, but this 
did not alter the total annual costs of control contained in the original May 2008 
estimates.
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cost estimates necessary for the BART analysis for the OG&E Units illustrates the 


arbitrariness of the Final Rule. 


2. EPA’s Option 1 disregarded BART guidelines by failing to use 
baseline actual emissions to determine cost effectiveness.


Under Option 1, rather than using past actual emissions as the baseline for 


determining emission reductions, EPA arbitrarily assumes a higher future level of 


emissions from the OG&E Units and then takes credit for eliminating those fictitious 


emission levels.  Yet, per EPA’s own guidance, the amount of a pollutant that a device 


will control on an annual basis must be determined using past actual emissions from the 


source and projections of future emissions following installation of a particular control 


technology.  The purpose of using past actual emissions as the baseline is to provide a 


realistic depiction of the amount of a pollutant that a device will actually control.  70 Fed. 


Reg. 39,167.  EPA has, in fact, revised cost effectiveness calculations in connection with 


BART determinations for other facilities to ensure that emission reductions are calculated 


this way. See, e.g., 74 Fed. Reg. 44,313, 44,321 (Aug. 28, 2009).  Use of this consistent 


calculation methodology helps to achieve the national uniformity that EPA seeks in the 


regional haze context. 


EPA argues in the Final Rule that the “RHR states that when differences from 


‘past practice’ have ‘a deciding effect in the BART determination, you must make these 


parameters or assumptions into enforceable limitations,’ and the OG&E analysis does not 


propose making the basis of their reductions enforceable.” See Response to Technical 


Comments for Sections E through H, EPA ID No. EPA-R06-OAR-2010-0190-0057
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(dated Dec. 13, 2011) (“Response to Comments”), at 6 (attached hereto as Exhibit 7).  


EPA’s argument misses the mark in two significant ways.  First, EPA is simply wrong 


that the emissions reductions used as the basis for OG&E’s calculations are not made 


enforceable.  To the contrary, the Oklahoma SIP finds that the low sulfur coal OG&E has 


been burning for years is BART and specifically requires OG&E to continue burning that 


fuel in the future. Accordingly, OG&E’s analysis (unlike EPA’s) represents the real 


actual emission reductions that could be expected with the controls installed.  EPA’s 


contrary argument is circular and nonsensical. 


Second, EPA’s argument reflects the flawed assumption at the heart of EPA’s 


Option 1, i.e., that one must combine a scrubber of the size recommended by S&L for the 


OG&E Units with higher sulfur coal or there is a mismatch.  That fundamental 


engineering error leads EPA – not OG&E or Oklahoma – to depart from past practices 


and assume that OG&E burns a much higher sulfur coal than it actually does (thereby 


theoretically removing more SO2 and lowering the $/ton of pollutant removed).  Cost 


effectiveness, however, is based on the amount of SO2 reduction when comparing 


emissions pre- and post-control.  See 70 Fed. Reg. 39,167.  For example, if an emitter 


emits 10,000 tons per year (“tpy”) of SO2 pre-control and 2,000 tpy of SO2 post control, 


the amount of SO2 controlled is 8,000 tpy because that is the reduction from pre-control 


emissions and, thus, the improvement from current practices to be expected from the 


installation of the controls.  Whatever other fluctuations could occur after the controls are 


installed do not change the before and after comparison reflected in the use of actual 


baseline emissions. 
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3. EPA’s Option 2 demonstrates a profound lack of engineering 
judgment and skill.


As an alternative to Option 1, EPA utilized past actual emissions but, based on the 


flawed assumption that sulfur content drives scrubber size, substantially decreased the 


size of the scrubbers that S&L, OG&E’s expert engineering consultants, indicated would 


be needed for facilities with the capacity of the OG&E Units.  EPA’s disregard of basic 


engineering principles in this Option 2 reflects EPA’s lack of understanding of the 


engineering and operational processes at issue, and leads it to reach a capricious 


conclusion.   


Scrubber size is dependent upon gas flow, not the sulfur content of a particular 


coal.  A scrubber must be sized to reflect the maximum potential heat input from the 


facility, and that number is essentially the same whether a facility burns high or low 


sulfur coal. See Ex. 4, OG&E Comment at 13.  The reduced scrubber size reflected in 


EPA’s Option 2 is not technically feasible and, if used, would significantly diminish the 


electrical generating capacity of the OG&E Units, thereby impeding their ability to meet 


the supply requirements for OG&E’s customers and for the regional power grid operated 


by the Southwest Power Pool.  Option 2, therefore, is not a valid analysis, because EPA 


guidance requires the elimination of technically infeasible options. See 40 C.F.R. Pt. 51, 


App. Y(II)(A); Proposed Regional Haze Regulations, 69 Fed. Reg. 25,184, 25,186 (May 


5, 2004). 
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C. The Final Rule Is Based On New EPA Theories That Were Not Presented 
for Comment.


The Final Rule violates the Administrative Procedure Act (“APA”), 5 U.S.C. 


§ 551, et. seq., because it introduces and relies upon rules or approaches not previously 


discussed in the proposed rule.  See 5 U.S.C. § 553(b)(3) (requiring agencies to give 


notice of “the terms or substance of the proposed rule or a description of the subjects and 


issues involved.”).  “To satisfy the APA’s notice requirement, . . . an agency’s final rule 


need only be a logical outgrowth of its notice.”  CSX Transp., Inc. v. Surface Transp. Bd.,


584 F.3d 1076, 1079 (D.C. Cir. 2009) (internal quotations and citations omitted).


However, “a final rule fails the logical outgrowth test and thus violates the APA’s notice 


requirement where interested parties would have had to divine the agency’s unspoken 


thoughts because the final rule was surprisingly distant from the proposed rule.” Id.


(vacating portion of agency’s final rule for violating APA’s notice requirements) (internal 


quotations and citations omitted).  Here, Petitioners had no means by which to divine 


EPA’s introduction of several new outcome determinative approaches set forth for the 


first time in the Final Rule and, therefore, had no opportunity to properly comment on or 


present evidence regarding them.  The issues raised by the use of these new approaches is 


particularly important in this case because they tread on areas that the CAA commits to 


the discretion of the State in the first instance. 


1. The Final Rule introduces for the first time the “overnight” cost 
method of calculating the costs of environmental controls.


In attacking Oklahoma’s BART determinations, EPA asserts that Oklahoma failed 


to apply the so-called “overnight” cost method—a method not previously referred to or 
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applied by EPA in connection with the Proposed Rule or in other BART determinations, 


or used in the RHR or CCM.  See 76 Fed. Reg. at 81,744.  The “overnight” cost approach 


is an estimate of the cost at which a plant could be constructed assuming the entire 


process from planning through completion could be accomplished in a single day.  See


Declaration of John Wroble (“Wroble Decl.”) ¶ 4 (attached hereto as Exhibit 8).  The 


new “overnight” cost method used by EPA to determine the cost effectiveness of 


scrubbers is at the core of EPA’s Final Rule, both in disapproving the Oklahoma SIP and 


in justifying its FIP.  EPA’s failure to raise these new approaches as justification for its 


proposed actions in the Proposed Rule deprived Petitioners of the right and opportunity to 


comment on them.  It was, therefore, improper under the APA and it deprived the State of 


the authority delegated to it by the CAA to determine the reasonable and appropriate 


methods for evaluating costs in making BART determinations.   


In the Final Rule, EPA erroneously asserts for the first time that the CCM requires 


parties to use the “overnight” cost method, although EPA candidly admits that the CCM 


never uses the terminology “overnight cost.”  See Response to Comments at 9.  In 


contrast, in the Proposed Rule, EPA claimed that the CCM required compliance with a 


“constant dollar” approach—an approach different from the “overnight” cost method.


The constant dollar methodology, which allows comparability by removing the effects of 


inflation, was used by OG&E in the 2009 site-specific cost estimates. See Ex. 8, Wroble 


Decl. ¶ 5.  EPA’s newly minted “overnight” cost method phraseology is inconsistent with 


the CCM, its own past regulatory practices, and the BART cost effectiveness analysis 


conducted by EPA for other facilities.  It represents an entirely new approach to 
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calculating costs for purposes of RHR BART determinations.  See Declaration of Ken 


Snell ¶¶ 4-7 (attached hereto as Exhibit 9). EPA’s Final Rule is fatally defective because 


of its failure to provide notice of this new approach and allow comment on it.  


2. EPA’s “visibility improvement” analysis employs a new “number of 
days” approach to visibility improvement.


The Final Rule also reveals, for the first time, EPA’s new methodology to 


determining visibility improvement—the so-called “number of days” approach.  76 Fed. 


Reg. at 81,736.  Again, because this approach was not raised by EPA in the Proposed 


Rule, the Final Rule is fatally defective.


Not only was this approach raised for the first time in the Final Rule, but EPA 


does not and cannot suggest that it is required by published EPA guidance or the CAA.  


In contrast, EPA acknowledges that the $/deciview approach used by Oklahoma in the 


Oklahoma SIP (but rejected by EPA here) is an optional cost effectiveness measure that 


can be used consistent with BART guidelines.  Id. at 81,747.  EPA offered no proper 


basis under the Act to reject Oklahoma’s reasoned judgment to consider the $/deciview 


metric consistent with BART guidelines and to substitute an entirely new and different 


approach for the first time in the Final Rule—and to do so without allowing interested 


parties the opportunity to comment or present evidence regarding it. 


Because the Final Rule fails the logical outgrowth test, Petitioners’ challenges to 


the Oklahoma FIP are likely to succeed, justifying a stay of the FIP. 


Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018822969     Date Filed: 04/04/2012     Page: 22Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018823147     Date Filed: 04/04/2012     Page: 21Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018825392     Date Filed: 04/10/2012     Page: 21







21


II. Petitioners Will Suffer Irreparable Harm Absent a Stay.


First, as noted above, Congress designated the State as the principle decision 


maker for BART determinations and regional haze programs.  EPA’s actions here 


deprive Oklahoma of the ability to fashion a regional haze program that balances costs 


and visibility improvement in a manner that is appropriate for the citizens and economy 


of this State.  Compelling OG&E to proceed while the Court reviews EPA’s actions here 


undermines the State’s authority and damages the ability of Oklahoma to fulfill its 


regulatory function as created by Congress.


Second, the compliance deadline established in the Oklahoma FIP—January 27, 


2017—places OG&E in an untenable position.  Unlike the New Mexico proceedings, 


where only one EGU requires retrofit controls, the installation of four different scrubbers 


on the OG&E Units will be a massive construction effort requiring extensive planning 


and logistical coordination.  Johnson Decl. ¶ 9.  OG&E’s engineering consultants have 


performed cost estimates demonstrating that the cost will range between $1.2 billion and 


$1.5 billion, with a resultant increase in annual Operating & Maintenance costs of 


between $70 million and $150 million. Id.  Certainly if scrubbers must be installed on 


four separate units at two generation stations, the timing of the installation will need to be 


coordinated to ensure that OG&E can meet its load requirements during construction.  


Because of this need to stagger the construction interruption for each unit, OG&E 


must begin promptly permitting efforts and the contracting process for engineering, 


equipment fabrication, and construction.  Costs for activities during the first year are 


estimated at approximately $30 million, with another $200 million through the second 
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year. Id. ¶ 10.  No mechanism exists for OG&E to recover the scrubber costs from EPA 


if the Final Rule is found to be invalid. See Crowe & Dunlevy, P.C. v. Stidham, 640 F.3d 


1140, 1157 (10th Cir. 2011) (“Imposition of money damages that cannot later be 


recovered for reasons such as sovereign immunity constitutes irreparable injury.”). 


Finally, if some of these costs are imposed on consumers in Oklahoma, like those 


represented by OIEC, the increased electricity rates will have an adverse economic 


impact as consumers pay higher rates directly and businesses look to pass their higher 


costs through to their customers.13  Indeed, as a large electricity consumer, the State too 


will feel the economic impact of higher rates directly.  Neither the State nor its citizens 


has recourse for such unnecessary costs.  Thus, irreparable harm will result from 


continuation of the current effective date for the Oklahoma FIP. 


III. The Balance of Equities Favors Granting Petitioners’ Stay Request, and 
Granting a Stay Is in the Public Interest. 


The balance of equities and the public interest strongly support granting 


Petitioners’ stay request pending completion of judicial review of the Final Rule.  Here, 


balancing the equities focuses on a comparison of (i) the effects of keeping the Final 


Rule’s compliance deadline in place pending review and assuming that the Final Rule is 


eventually overturned, with (ii) the effects of suspending the effective date and 


13 17 O.S. § 286(B) provides in pertinent part:  “An electric utility subject to rate 
regulation by the Corporation Commission may file an application seeking Commission 
authorization of a plan by the utility to make capital expenditures for equipment or 
facilities necessary to comply with the federal Clean Air Act. . . . If approved by the 
Commission, . . . the equipment or facilities specified in the approved utility plan are 
conclusively presumed used and useful.  The utility may elect to periodically adjust its 
rates to recover the costs of the expenditures.” 


Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018822969     Date Filed: 04/04/2012     Page: 24Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018823147     Date Filed: 04/04/2012     Page: 23Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018825392     Date Filed: 04/10/2012     Page: 23







23


compliance deadline in the Final Rule pending review and assuming that the Final Rule is 


eventually affirmed.  In the context of regional haze, this is not a close call. 


If the FIP and its compliance deadline remain effective and the Final Rule is 


overturned, Petitioners have already demonstrated the substantial economic impact that 


would have on the State, OG&E, and/or its customers. OG&E will be required to expend 


significant resources immediately in order to implement the installation of the scrubbers 


with any chance of meeting the five year deadline, and just in the first two years, the 


costs will exceed $200 million.  Even if OG&E were able to roll some of those costs into 


its rate structure, this will have an obvious adverse effect on the citizens of Oklahoma and 


Arkansas who have to pay those higher electricity rates.  In today’s economic climate, 


those very real economic impacts of EPA’s FIP cannot and should not be ignored. 


Moreover, a stay of the effective date of the FIP would also reflect an appropriate 


respect for State sovereignty as embodied in the regional haze provisions of the CAA and 


the RHR.  While EPA has indicated its disagreement with Oklahoma’s BART 


determinations with respect to the OG&E Units, Congress’s unquestioned intent to make 


the States the lead entity in designing regional haze programs counsels in favor of a stay 


where EPA has taken the extraordinary step of rejecting Oklahoma’s exercise of that 


Congressional authority and substituted its own conclusions in place of the State’s 


considered judgment.  Moreover, a stay would give the EPA the opportunity to correct its 


fatally defective rule-making process and allow it to provide proper notice and comment 


on its newly formulated approaches.  It also would allow the affected parties and EPA the 


opportunity to disentangle the error created by EPA’s simultaneous consideration of the 
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Oklahoma SIP and its promulgation of the Oklahoma FIP, particularly if EPA also grants 


Petitioners’ request for reconsideration. See 42 U.S.C. § 7410(c) (requiring final action 


on a SIP as predicate for promulgation of a FIP).   


On the other hand, granting Petitioners’ stay request will have no negative 


consequences.  Congress has established the goal for the regional haze program to be 


achieving “natural visibility conditions by the year 2064.” See 40 C.F.R. 


§ 51.308(d)(1)(i)(B).  Even if the Final Rule is ultimately upheld, a 2-3 year delay in the 


effective date of the FIP portion of the Final Rule pending judicial review will not 


interfere with achieving the Congressional objective for visibility.  Indeed, though 


Congress first adopted the regional haze provisions in 1990, EPA itself delayed taking 


action to formulate the RHR for almost ten years. See 64 Fed. Reg. 35,714 (July 1, 


1999).  Importantly, the regional haze statutory provisions and the RHR do not address 


matters of public health.  Instead, the regional haze program is designed for the 


prevention and remedying of impairment of visibility in national parks and other public 


lands. See 42 U.S.C. § 7491(a)(1).  Thus, delaying the effective date of the FIP does not 


create any health risks to the public, much less risks that would justify compelling 


immediate capital projects that will be expensive and disruptive of the State economy and 


OG&E’s electric generating operations.  See, e.g., Tate Access Floors, Inc. v. Interface 


Architectural Res., Inc., 279 F.3d 1357, 1364 (Fed. Cir. 2002) (noting the absence of a 


public health threat as a significant factor favoring a preliminary injunction). 
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CONCLUSION


For the foregoing reasons, the Court should stay the effective date for the FIP 


provisions in the Final Rule pending completion of judicial review.   


Dated:  April 4, 2012
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P. Clayton Eubanks, OBA #16648 
Assistant Attorney General 
Public Protection Unit/Environment 
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         Thomas E. Fennell 
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I hereby certify that on this 4th day of April, 2012, a copy of Petitioners’ Motion 


For Stay of Final Rule was served electronically on all parties to this matter via the 


Court’s CM/ECF system. 


        /s/ Thomas E. Fennell
         Thomas E. Fennell 
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Attorney General Pruitt Joins Six Attorneys General in Lawsuit Defending Religious Liberty 



OKLAHOMA CITY – Attorney General Scott Pruitt was among seven attorneys general to file a lawsuit Thursday against the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, challenging the federal government’s requirement that religious employers offer health insurance coverage for sterilization services that conflict with their religious beliefs.



The complaint, filed today in U.S. District Court in Nebraska, challenges the constitutionality of the federal government’s impending mandate, claiming the requirement would be an unprecedented invasion of First Amendment rights to free speech, free exercise of religion and free association.



“Any regulation that requires a religious group to violate their lawful beliefs and practices goes directly against the ideals that our Founding Fathers set in place to protect Americans from an overbearing and intrusive government,” Pruitt said. “It conflicts with the most basic elements of freedom provided to all Americans to practice their lawful religion wherever, whenever and however they choose. For that reason, we have filed a lawsuit asking the Court to find the regulation unconstitutional.”



Earlier this month, the AGs sent a letter to U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, Labor Secretary Hilda Solis and Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner in opposition to the mandate, warning of a possible challenge in court if the mandate wasn’t withdrawn.   

“The First Amendment has, for centuries, served as a rampart against government interference with religious liberty,” the lawsuit states. “The Federal Government’s regulation … would break through that rampart and leave countless additional religious freedoms vulnerable to government intrusion and negation through coercion.”



The lawsuit was joined by several Catholic organizations and individuals. For a copy of the 25-page lawsuit, go online to www.oag.ok.gov.
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 IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA 


 


 


STATE OF NEBRASKA, by and through 


JON BRUNING, ATTORNEY GENERAL 


OF THE STATE OF NEBRASKA; 


 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, by and through  COMPLAINT 


ALAN WILSON, ATTORNEY GENERAL 


OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA;   Case No:__________ 


 


BILL SCHUETTE, ATTORNEY GENERAL  


OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, ON BEHALF 


OF THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN; 


 


STATE OF TEXAS, by and through 


GREG ABBOTT, ATTORNEY GENERAL 


OF THE STATE OF TEXAS; 


 


STATE OF FLORIDA, by and through 


PAM BONDI, ATTORNEY GENERAL 


OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA; 


 


STATE OF OHIO, by and through  


MICHAEL DeWINE, ATTORNEY GENERAL  


OF THE STATE OF OHIO; 


 


STATE OF OKLAHOMA, by and through 


SCOTT PRUITT, ATTORNEY GENERAL 


OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA; 


 


SISTER MARY CATHERINE, CK, an 


individual; 


 


STACY MOLAI, an individual; 


 


CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES, a Nebraska 


non-profit corporation; 


 


PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, a 


Nebraska non-profit corporation 
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and  


 


THE CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF 


SOCIETY OF AMERICA, a Nebraska non-


profit corporation; 


 


 


 Plaintiffs,       


         


v.         


 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 


HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES; 


KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, in her official 


capacity as the Secretary of the United States 


Department of Health and Human Services; 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 


THE TREASURY; TIMOTHY F. 


GEITHNER, in his official capacity as the 


Secretary of the United States Department 


of the Treasury; UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR; and HILDA 


L. SOLIS, in her official capacity as Secretary 


of the United States Department of Labor, 


 


 Defendants. 


___________________________________________ 


 


COMPLAINT  
 


 Plaintiffs, STATE OF NEBRASKA, by and through JON BRUNING, 


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEBRASKA, STATE OF SOUTH 


CAROLINA, by and through ALAN WILSON, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, BILL SCHUETTE, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 


THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN,, 


STATE OF TEXAS, by and through GREG ABBOTT, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 


THE STATE OF TEXAS, STATE OF FLORIDA, by and through PAM BONDI, 
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ATTORNEY GENERALOF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, STATE OF OHIO, by and 


through MICHAEL DeWINE, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF OHIO, 


STATE OF OKLAHOMA, by and through SCOTT PRUITT, ATTORNEY GENERAL 


OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA, SISTER MARY CATHERINE, CK, STACY 


MOLAI, CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES, PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, and 


THE CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF SOCIETY OF AMERICA, file this action against 


Defendants, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 


SERVICES (“HHS”); KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, in her official capacity as the Secretary 


of HHS; UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY (“Treasury”); 


TIMOTHY F. GEITHNER, in his official capacity as the Secretary of the Treasury; 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR (“DOL”); and HILDA L. SOLIS, in her 


official capacity as the Secretary of DOL (collectively, the “Federal Government”), and 


state: 


BACKGROUND 


 


1. In this action, Plaintiffs challenge the constitutionality of a regulation 


promulgated by the Federal Government which would coerce religious organizations, 


institutions, care providers, outreach groups, and social service agencies, among others, 


to directly subsidize contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and related services in 


contravention with their religious beliefs. 


2. The First Amendment to the United States Constitution protects the free 


exercise of religion and the freedom of speech by forbidding the Federal Government 
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from directing individuals and organizations to subsidize, promote, or affirm products, 


services, and activity in direct contravention with the tenets of their religious faith. 


3. The First Amendment has, for centuries, served as a rampart against 


government interference with religious liberty.   


4. The Federal Government’s regulation, which Plaintiffs challenge herein, 


would break through that rampart and leave countless additional religious freedoms 


vulnerable to government intrusion and negation through coercion. 


5. The Federal Government’s regulation is an unprecedented invasion of the 


Plaintiffs’ First Amendment rights to free speech, free exercise of religion, and free 


association. 


6. Accordingly, Plaintiffs ask this Court to find the Federal Government’s 


regulation unconstitutional as a direct violation of the First Amendment to the United 


States Constitution. 


JURISDICTION AND VENUE 


7. The Court has subject-matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331 


and § 1361 because this action arises under the Constitution and laws of the United 


States.  This Court has jurisdiction to render declaratory and injunctive relief under 28 


U.S.C. § 2201 and §2202 and 42 U.S.C. § 2000bb. 


8. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(e)(1)(c) 


because no real property is involved, Plaintiffs State of Nebraska, Sister Mary Catherine, 


CK, Stacy Molai, Catholic Social Services, Pius X High School, and The Catholic 
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Mutual Relief Society of America are located in Nebraska and the defendants are 


agencies of the United States or officers thereof acting in their official capacity.  


PARTIES 


 


9. The State of Nebraska is a sovereign state and protector of the individual 


freedom, public health, and welfare of its citizens and residents.  Jon Bruning, Attorney 


General of Nebraska, has been directly elected by the people of Nebraska to serve as their 


chief legal officer and exercises broad statutory and common law authority to protect the 


rights of the State of Nebraska and its people.  The State, by and through the Attorney 


General, has standing to assert the unconstitutionality of the Rule.  He is authorized to 


appear for the State and prosecute and defend any cause or matter, civil or criminal, in 


which the State may be a party or interested.  Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-203.  


10. The State of South Carolina, by and through Alan Wilson, Attorney 


General of South Carolina, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 


11. Bill Schuette, Attorney General of Michigan, is bringing this action on 


behalf of the People of Michigan under Mich. Comp. Law § 14.28, which provides that 


the Michigan Attorney General may “appear for the people of [Michigan] in any other 


court or tribunal, in any cause or matter, civil or criminal, in which the people of 


[Michigan] may be a party or interested.” Under Michigan’s constitution, the people are 


sovereign. Mich. Const. art. I, § 1 (“All political power is inherent in the people. 


Government is instituted for their equal benefit, security, and protection.”). 


12. The State of Texas, by and through Greg Abbott, Attorney General of 


Texas, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 
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13. The State of Florida, by and through Pam Bondi, Attorney General of 


Florida, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 


14. The State of Ohio, by and through Michael DeWine, Attorney General of 


Ohio, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 


15. The State of Oklahoma, by and through Scott Pruitt, Attorney General of 


Oklahoma, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 


16.  Plaintiff Sister Mary Catherine, CK is an individual Catholic nun 


affiliated with the School Sisters of Christ the King, a Catholic order located in Lincoln, 


Nebraska. 


17. Sister Mary Catherine is covered by a health insurance plan with Blue 


Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska through the Catholic Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska. 


18. Health Insurance coverage of services for purposes of contraception, 


abortifacients, or sterilization is in contravention with Sister Mary Catherine’s religious 


beliefs. 


19. Sister Mary Catherine’s health insurance plan has been specifically 


contracted for to exclude coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, 


sterilization, and related services. 


20. Sister Mary Catherine will drop her private health insurance coverage if 


retaining such coverage would result in the subsidization of contraception, abortifacients, 


sterilization, and related services. 
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21. Sister Mary Catherine’s current health insurance plan is not grandfathered 


from ACA requirements; accordingly, her plan is subject to the Rule’s contraceptive 


coverage requirements immediately upon the Rule taking effect. 


22. Plaintiff Stacy Molai is a Catholic individual residing in Omaha, 


Nebraska. 


23. Molai is a Catholic missionary employed by the Fellowship of Catholic 


University Students (“FOCUS”), a Catholic organization engaged in ministry and 


outreach on college campuses throughout the United States and around the world. 


24. Molai is covered by a health insurance plan with Cigna through FOCUS. 


25. Coverage of services for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, or 


sterilization is in contravention with Molai’s religious beliefs. 


26. Molai’s health insurance plan has been specifically contracted for to 


exclude coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and related 


services. 


27. Molai suffers from an incurable chronic illness which requires substantial 


ongoing care. 


28. Molai’s condition requires her to incur medical care and supply costs of 


$300 to $400 per month. 


29. Molai’s condition occasionally necessitates hospitalization and surgery.  


Each such occurrence incurs costs of $3,000 to $5,000 per event. 


30. Health insurance coverage is critical to Molai in order to avoid financial 


ruin and possibly life threatening consequences.  However, she would drop such coverage 
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if it would result in her subsidization of contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and 


related services. 


31. Molai’s current health insurance plan is grandfathered from ACA 


requirements. 


32. Upon which time Molai or her employer, FOCUS, substantially changes 


any aspect of Molai’s health insurance plan, Molai’s plan will immediately become 


subject to ACA requirements and the contraceptive coverage Rule promulgated pursuant 


thereto. 


33. Since the ACA’s grandfathering exemption does not apply to health 


insurance plans which substantially change after March 23, 2010, Molai is trapped in her 


current plan if she wishes to remain grandfathered from ACA requirements. 


34. Plaintiff Catholic Social Services, a Nebraska non-profit corporation, is a 


faith-based charity services provider and is a Catholic religious organization employer 


located in Lincoln, Nebraska, Hastings, Nebraska, and other cities. 


35. Catholic Social Services is an affiliated entity of the Catholic Diocese of 


Lincoln, Nebraska providing social charity to persons in southern Nebraska including 


housing, food, clothing, financial, refugee, emergency, and other services. 


36. Catholic Social Services employs individuals who seek a structured, 


systematic formation program centered on the Catholic faith and has more than 50 


persons on staff.  
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37. Catholic Social Services’ purpose is to serve persons of all religious and 


ethnic backgrounds and is not limited in its provision of services to person who share its 


religious tenets.  


38. Though Catholic Social Services exists and conducts its ministry pursuant 


to a religiously-rooted sense of purpose, mission, and duty, its primary operational 


purpose is not the inculcation of religious values.  


39. Catholic Social Services is covered by a health insurance plan with Blue 


Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska through the Catholic Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska.  


40. Health insurance coverage of services for purposes of contraception, 


abortifacients, or sterilization is in contravention with Catholic teaching and doctrine 


adhered to and followed by Catholic Social Services. 


41. Catholic Social Services’ health insurance plan has been specifically 


contracted for to exclude coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, 


sterilization, and related services.  


42. Catholic Social Services will drop its private health insurance coverage if 


retaining such coverage would result in its subsidization of services for purposes of 


contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, or related services. 


43. Catholic Social Services’ current health insurance plan is not 


grandfathered from ACA requirements; accordingly, its plan is subject to the Rule’s 


contraceptive coverage requirements immediately upon the Rule taking effect.  
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44. Plaintiff Pius X Catholic High School (“Pius X”) is a Nebraska non-profit 


corporation and is the sole Catholic high school for the City of Lincoln and the Diocese 


of Lincoln, Nebraska with an enrollment of more than 1,000 students in grades 9-12. 


45. Pius X employs more than 70 faculty and staff. 


46. Pius X is dedicated to a Christ-centered education that integrates Catholic 


values in all areas of life and providing academic preparation of the highest quality in a 


disciplined environment.  


47. Pius X is covered by a health insurance plan with Blue Cross Blue Shield 


of Nebraska through the Catholic Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska.  


48. Health insurance coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, 


sterilization, or other services is in contravention with Catholic teaching and doctrine 


adhered to and followed by Pius X. 


49. Pius X’s health insurance plan has been specifically contracted for to 


exclude coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and related 


services.  


50. Pius X’s current health insurance plan is not grandfathered from ACA 


requirements; accordingly, its plan is subject to the Rule’s contraceptive coverage 


requirements immediately upon the Rule taking effect.  


51. Plaintiff The Catholic Mutual Relief Society of America (“Catholic 


Mutual”) is a non-profit religious 501 (c)(3) organization with its principle place of 


business located in Omaha, Nebraska. 
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52. Catholic Mutual provides health coverage to its employees through a 


group health plan. 


53. Catholic Mutual is an equal opportunity employer who seeks highly-


qualified and driven employees and does not primarily employ persons who share 


Catholic Mutual’s religious tenets. 


54. Catholic Mutual does not inquire as to the religious affiliation or beliefs of 


prospective employees. 


55. Although Catholic Mutual exists and conducts its operations pursuant to a 


religious-rooted sense of purpose, mission, and duty, Catholic Mutual’s primary 


operational purpose is not the inculcation of religious values. 


56. Catholic Mutual does not include coverage of services for purposes of 


contraception, abortifacients, or sterilization in its employees’ health insurance plans. 


57. Coverage of services for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, or 


sterilization is in contravention with Catholic teaching and doctrine adhered to and 


followed by Catholic Mutual. 


58. Catholic Mutual’s employees are not offered supplemental insurance plans 


to cover contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and related services in connection 


with their primary employer-subsidized health care plans. 


59. Catholic Mutual’s health insurance plan for its own employees is currently 


grandfathered from ACA’s requirements.   
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60. Since the ACA’s grandfathering exemption does not apply to health 


insurance plans which substantially change after March 23, 2010, Catholic Mutual is 


trapped in its current plan if it wishes to remain grandfathered from ACA requirements. 


61. Catholic Mutual comprehensively evaluates its employee health plan on 


an annual basis. 


62. If Catholic Mutual substantially changes certain aspects of its employee 


health insurance plan, Catholic Mutual will immediately become subject to ACA 


requirements and the contraceptive coverage Rule promulgated pursuant thereto. 


63. Defendant HHS is an agency of the United States, and is responsible for 


administration and enforcement of the Rule. 


64. Defendant Kathleen Sebelius is Secretary of HHS, and is named as a party 


in her official capacity. 


65. Defendant Treasury is an agency of the United States, and is responsible 


for administration and enforcement of the Rule. 


66. Defendant Timothy F. Geithner is Secretary of the Treasury, and is named 


as a party in his official capacity. 


67. Defendant DOL is an agency of the United States, and is responsible for 


administration and enforcement of the Rule. 


68. Defendant Hilda L. Solis is Secretary of DOL, and is named as a party in 


her official capacity. 


NATURE OF THE ACTION 
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69. On February 15, 2012, final rules under a heading titled “Group Health 


Plans and Health Insurance Issuers Relating to Coverage of Preventive Services under the 


Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” (collectively, the “Rule”) were promulgated 


by the Federal Government, ostensibly pursuant to its statutory authority under the 


Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, as amended by the 


Health Care and Education Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-152 (ACA).  77 Fed. Reg. 31, 


8725. 


70. The Rule was definitively and formally promulgated by publication in the 


Federal Register as a “Final Rule;” there is no hint that the Rule is informal, tentative, 


that it is only the ruling of a subordinate official, or that full compliance with the Rule is 


not expected.  77 Fed. Reg. 31, 8725. 


71. Five days prior to formal publication of the Rule in the Federal Register, 


HHS unilaterally issued non-regulatory Guidance ostensibly claiming the Federal 


Government will abide by a “temporary enforcement safe harbor” for the Rule until the 


first plan year that begins on or after August 1, 2013.  Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 


Services, U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services, Guidance on the Temporary 


Enforcement Safe Harbor for Certain Employers, Group Health Plans and Group Health 


Insurance Issuers with Respect to the Requirement to Cover Contraceptive Services 


Without Cost Sharing Under Section 2713 of the Public Health Service Act, Section 


715(a)(1) of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act, and Section 9815(a)(1) of the 


Internal Revenue Code, Feb. 10, 2012 (the “Guidance”) (available at 
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http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02102012/20120210-Preventive-Services-


Bulletin.pdf). 


72. Notwithstanding the Federal Government’s unilateral imposition of a 


“one-year safe harbor from enforcement” of the Rule, Plaintiffs are at risk of imminent 


and irreparable injury from the operation of the Rule upon its effective date of April 16, 


2012.   


73. No discernible statutory or regulatory obstacle exists barring the Federal 


Government from unilaterally withdrawing its promise of a “one-year safe harbor from 


enforcement” of the Rule, upon which time Plaintiffs would suffer immediate irreparable 


harm; accordingly, this Court enjoys the authority to adjudicate Plaintiffs’ claims now. 


74. Notwithstanding Plaintiffs’ ability or inability to qualify for the Federal 


Government’s unilateral promise of a “one-year safe harbor from enforcement” of the 


Rule, Plaintiffs will absolutely be required to comply upon the expiration of the safe 


harbor on August 1, 2013. 


75. The Rule represents an unprecedented encroachment on the liberty of 


individuals, like Plaintiffs Sister Mary Catherine, CK, and Molai, residing in Plaintiffs’ 


States, by mandating that all non-exempt religious organization employers subsidize 


coverage for contraceptives, sterilization, and related patient education and counseling.  


The subsidization of such services is contrary to Plaintiffs Sister Mary Catherine, CK’s  


and Molai’s religious beliefs.   


76. As a result of the Rule’s compulsory violation of Plaintiff Sister Mary 


Catherine, CK’s religious beliefs, Plaintiff Sister Mary Catherine, CK, who has health 
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insurance, will opt out for moral and religious reasons. Provided no other options than 


Medicaid or the state-based health insurance exchange, which also will provide coverage 


conflicting with her beliefs, Plaintiff Sister Mary Catherine, CK will be forced to pay 


civil penalties and forego health insurance altogether.  


77. The Rule represents an unprecedented encroachment on the liberty of 


religious organization employers, including Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services, Pius X 


Catholic High School, and Catholic Mutual, operating in Plaintiffs’ States, by mandating 


that Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services, Pius X High School, and Catholic Mutual 


subsidize coverage for contraceptives, sterilization, and related patient education and 


counseling.   


78. The Rule’s religious employer exemption is insufficiently narrow as it 


fails to cover a significant number of religious organizations who do not “primarily 


serve… persons who share [their] religious tenets”, do not “primarily employ persons 


who share their religious tenets”, or do not have “the inculcation of religious values” as 


their primary operational purpose.   


79. Were Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services, Pius X Catholic High School, 


and Catholic Mutual to attempt to gain the religious employer exemption, it would be 


necessary for Catholic Social Services, Pius X Catholic High School, and Catholic 


Mutual to begin inquiring into the religious affiliation and beliefs of prospective 


employees – a practice in which Catholic Social Services and Catholic Mutual currently 


do not currently engage. 







16 


 


80. Plaintiff Pius X Catholic High School has previously, in the context of 


certain generally applicable employer mandates promulgated by the Federal Government, 


enjoyed the certainty of broad religious employer exemptions which protected Pius X 


Catholic High School from being directed to take or subsidize action in contravention 


with Catholic teaching and doctrine adhered to and followed by Pius X Catholic High 


School. 


81. Due to the insufficiently narrow nature of the religious employer 


exemption to the Rule challenged herein, Plaintiffs, including Pius X Catholic High 


School, face great uncertainty in determining whether they will enjoy the same religious 


employer exemptions from government mandates as they have in the past. 


82. In the event Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services, Pius X Catholic High 


School, and Catholic Mutual’s health insurance plans are no longer grandfathered plans, 


the Federal Government has provided two ways in which Plaintiffs can circumvent the 


Rule’s requirements: declining to provide health insurance altogether and face a stiff per-


employee penalty or satisfying all of the criteria to qualify for a “religious employer” 


exemption. 


83. Plaintiffs are not eligible for the Federal Government’s insufficiently 


narrow religious employer exemption to the Rule, based on the Federal Government’s 


stated intent to exclude hospitals, schools, and universities and because Plaintiffs do not 


clearly satisfy all of the exemption’s rigid conjunctive requirements. 


84. As a result of the Rule’s compulsory violation of religious organization 


employers’ religious beliefs, religious organization employers in Plaintiff States, such as 
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Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services and Catholic Mutual, may simply cease the provision 


of health insurance coverage to their employees, rather than subsidize conduct and 


services in violation of their beliefs. 


85. If religious organization employers were to cease provision of health 


insurance in order to avoid the requirements of the Rule, an immediate and substantial 


spike in the number of enrollments in Plaintiff States’ Medicaid programs would result, 


as many impacted employees would invariably shift to Medicaid to remain in compliance 


with the ACA’s individual coverage mandate. 


86. Plaintiff States’ Medicaid programs are already facing the acute strain of 


dramatically increased enrollments due to the ACA’s individual coverage mandate.  


Forcing another round of enrollments will compound this problem and further threaten 


Plaintiff States’ budgetary stability.   


87. In addition, religious organization employers operating in Plaintiffs States 


will cease providing charitable services to persons who do not share their religious tenets, 


in an effort to qualify under the Religious Employer Exemption.  Those people no longer 


served by such charitable services will place further pressure on Plaintiff States’ 


Medicaid programs as they inevitably increase reliance on public resources for support.   


88. To the extent Plaintiffs are currently grandfathered from ACA 


requirements and the contraceptive coverage Rule promulgated pursuant thereto, those 


Plaintiffs are effectively trapped in their current plans if they wish to remain 


grandfathered; any substantial modification of their health insurance plans will bring 


them under the ACA’s requirements and the Rule’s contraceptive coverage coercion. 
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89. Given that the Federal Government itself has conceded that employers and 


individuals will inevitably find it necessary to make substantial modifications to health 


insurance plans, particularly in light of spiraling costs and a fluctuating regulatory 


environment, it is readily apparent that currently-grandfathered Plaintiffs will lose their 


exemption from ACA requirements in the foreseeable future; it is unrealistic to presume 


they can remain grandfathered in perpetuity. 


90. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law.  


CAUSES OF ACTION 


 


COUNT ONE 


 


VIOLATION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT  


FREE SPEECH CLAUSE 


(First Amendment to the United States Constitution)  


91. Plaintiffs reallege, adopt, and incorporate by reference all preceding 


paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 


92. The compelled subsidization of beliefs, with which Plaintiffs do not agree, 


violates the freedom of speech provided by the First Amendment to the United States 


Constitution. 


93. The Rule further violates the First Amendment because it compels 


Plaintiffs to subsidize conduct in violation of their moral and religious beliefs. 


94. The Rule also violates the First Amendment by prohibiting Plaintiffs from 


expressing a message in accordance with their beliefs. 
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COUNT TWO 


VIOLATION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT  


FREE EXERCISE CLAUSE 


(First Amendment to the United States Constitution) 


 


95. Plaintiffs reallege, adopt, and incorporate by reference all preceding 


paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 


96. The Rule violates the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment by 


negating the right of Plaintiffs to act in accordance with their beliefs. 


97. Defendants have created categorical exemptions and individualized 


exemptions to the Rule. 


98. The Rule furthers no compelling governmental interest. 


99. The Rule is not the least restrictive means of furthering Defendants’ stated 


interests. 


100. The Rule imposes a substantial burden on Plaintiffs’ religious exercise. 


101. The Rule coerces Plaintiffs to change or violate their religious beliefs. 


102. The Rule chills Plaintiffs’ religious exercise.  


103. The Rule exposes Plaintiffs to substantial fines for its religious exercise. 


104. The Rule violates the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment by 


negating the right of Plaintiffs to freely practice their religious beliefs without 


government interference. 
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COUNT THREE 


VIOLATION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT  


FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION CLAUSE 


(First Amendment to the United States Constitution) 


 


105. Plaintiffs reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference all preceding 


paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 


106. The Rule violates the Freedom of Association Clause of the First 


Amendment by negating the rights of Plaintiffs to organize voluntary religious 


associations by forcing Plaintiffs to associate with an ideology that violates their religious 


beliefs.  


107. The Rule violates the Freedom of Association Clause of the First 


Amendment by negating the rights of Plaintiffs to organize voluntary religious 


associations that serve persons of other beliefs.  


COUNT FOUR 


 


VIOLATION OF THE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM RESTORATION ACT 


(42 U.S.C. § 2000bb)  


108. Plaintiffs reallege, adopt, and incorporate by reference all preceding 


paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 


109. The Rule works a substantial burden on the Plaintiffs’ ability to freely 


practice their religion, in violation of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (“RFRA”).  


42 U.S.C. § 2000bb. 


110. The Rule chills Plaintiffs’ religious exercise. 


111. The Rule exposes Plaintiffs to substantial fines for its religious exercise. 
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112. The Rule’s “religious employer” exemption violates RFRA because the 


exemption would require the government to troll through an organization’s religious 


beliefs to determine whether the organization is religious enough to be exempt from the 


Rule’s dictates. 


113. The Rule furthers no compelling governmental interest and is not narrowly 


tailored to any compelling governmental interest. 


114. The Rule is not the least restrictive means of furthering Defendants’ stated 


interests. 


115. The Rule’s compulsory funding of contraceptives is a substantial burden 


upon the Plaintiffs because it impermissibly interferes in matters of church faith and 


doctrine. 


116. The Rule puts substantial pressure on religious adherents to modify 


religious beliefs and behavior in order to comply with the Rule’s mandates. 


117. The Rule is a substantial burden on the rights of Plaintiffs to freely 


exercise religion because it forces them to subsidize contraceptives in violation of their 


religious beliefs. 


WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court: 


A. Declare the Rule to be in violation of the First Amendment to the 


Constitution of the United States; 


B. Declare the Rule to be unlawful pursuant to the Religious Freedom 


Restoration Act; 
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C. Declare Defendants to have violated the Plaintiffs’ constitutional rights, as 


aforesaid; 


D. Enjoin Defendants and any other agency or employee acting on behalf of 


the United States from enforcing the Rule against the Plaintiffs, their citizens and 


residents, and any of their agencies or officials or employees, and to take such actions as 


are necessary and proper to remedy their violations deriving from any such actual or 


attempted enforcement; and 


E. Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorney’s fees and costs, and grant such 


other relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 


COUNT FIVE 


DECLARATORY JUDGMENT 


(28 U.S.C. § 2201) 


118. Plaintiffs, including State Plaintiffs whose Medicaid and regulatory 


responsibilities will be severely affected by the Rule,  reallege, adopt, and incorporate by 


reference all preceding paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 


119. There is an actual controversy of sufficient immediacy and concreteness 


relating to the legal rights and duties of the Plaintiffs and their legal relations with the 


Defendants to warrant relief under 28 U.S.C. § 2201.  


120. The harm to the Plaintiffs as a direct result of the Rule is sufficiently real 


and imminent to warrant the issuance of a conclusive declaratory judgment clarifying the 


legal relations of the parties.  


WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court: 
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A. Declare the Rule to be in violation of the First Amendment to the 


Constitution of the United States; 


B. Declare the Rule to be unlawful pursuant to the Religious Freedom 


Restoration Act; 


C. Declare Defendants to have violated the Plaintiffs’ constitutional rights, as 


aforesaid; 


D. Enjoin Defendants and any other agency or employee acting on behalf of 


the United States from enforcing the Rule against the Plaintiffs, their citizens and 


residents, and any of their agencies or officials or employees, and to take such actions as 


are necessary and proper to remedy their violations deriving from any such actual or 


attempted enforcement; and 


E. Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorney’s fees and costs, and grant such 


other relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 


 


Respectfully submitted, 


 


STATE OF NEBRASKA, JON BRUNING 


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEBRASKA 


 


ALAN WILSON,  


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


 


BILL SCHUETTE 


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF MICHIGAN 


 


GREG ABBOTT 


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 


 


PAMELA JO BONDI 


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF FLORIDA 
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MICHAEL DeWINE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OHIO 


 


SCOTT PRUITT,  


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OKLAHOMA 


 


SISTER MARY CATHERINE, CK,  


 


STACY MOLAI,  


 


CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES,  


 


PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, and  


 


THE CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF 


SOCIETY OF AMERICA,   


 
Plaintiffs.   


 
    BY: JON BRUNING, #20351 
      Attorney General 


 
 
    BY: s/ Katherine J. Spohn _______              


David D. Cookson, #18681 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 
Katherine J. Spohn, #22979 
Special Counsel to the Attorney General 
2115 State Capitol 
Lincoln, NE  68509-8920 
Phone (402) 471-2682 
david.cookson@nebraska.gov 
katie.spohn@nebraska.gov 
 


BY:  s/ Rocky C. Weber   


Rocky C. Weber, #18190 


Crosby Guenzel LLP 


134 S. 13
th


 Street, Suite 400 


Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 


Phone (402) 434-7300 


rcw@crosbylawfirm.com 


 



mailto:david.cookson@nebraska.gov

mailto:katie.spohn@nebraska.gov
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By:  Donald G. Blankenau   


Don Blankenau, #18528 


Blankenau Wilmoth, LLP 


206 South 13
th


 Street, Suite 1425 


Lincoln, NE 68508 


Phone (402) 475-7080 


don@aqualawyers.com 
 
     Attorneys for Plaintiffs. 
 








 
 


E. SCOTT PRUITT 


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OKLAHOMA 
 
For Immediate Release           February 9, 2012 


Contact: Diane Clay 


Director of Communications 


(405) 522-0166 


(405) 250-8792 cell 


Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov 


 


Karee Pyeatt 


Public Information Officer 


(405) 522-4400 


Karee.Pyeatt@oag.ok.gov 


 


Attorney General Scott Pruitt Announces Oklahoma Mortgage 


Settlement with National Servicers  


 


Oklahoma homeowners to receive relief for unfair practices 


 
 


OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt announced Thursday that 


Oklahoma had reached an independent mortgage settlement with five national service providers, 


guaranteeing relief for many Oklahoma homeowners who were victimized by unlawful and 


unfair practices. Oklahoma did not sign-on to a national settlement that the president used to 


restructure the mortgage industry. 


 


“Oklahoma is fortunate to have a stronger housing market and economy than many other states 


that are struggling. This settlement will provide damages to those Oklahomans who did fall 


victim to unfair and unlawful misconduct of mortgage servicing companies, while not exceeding 


the appropriate role and authority of state attorneys general,” Pruitt said.   


 


Pruitt said the Oklahoma settlement requires five servicers – Bank of America, Citigroup, 


JPMorgan Chase, Wells Fargo and GMAC – to pay Oklahoma a total of $18.6 million in 


compensatory damages to resolve claims of unfair and unlawful practices.  The amount was 


determined by the multistate executive committee. 


 


The AG’s Public Protection Unit will process relief applications. 


 


The Oklahoma settlement comes after an 18-month investigation by attorneys general in 50 


states and the U.S. Department of Justice into mortgage servicing practices that contributed to 
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the nation’s mortgage and foreclosure crisis. Shortly after the investigation began the multistate 


working group began negotiating settlement terms with the banks.  


In March, Iowa Attorney General Tom Miller, announced the settlement had expanded beyond 


investigating fraud and unlawful practices and now contained a restructuring of the mortgage 


industry that included mandatory modifications to loans, principle reduction and a potential fine 


of as much as $25 billion. 


On March 16, Pruitt sent a letter to Miller, voicing strong concerns that the settlement greatly 


overreached the authority of state attorneys general and warned the terms created questions of 


fundamental fairness and justice by rewarding homeowners who stopped paying their mortgages 


over families who continued to make payments even if they were underwater on their loans.  


Pruitt also warned the settlement’s structure might encourage more homeowners to default on 


their loans so they could benefit from the settlement. 


 


“We had concerns that what started as an effort to correct specific practices harmful to 


consumers, morphed into an attempt by President Obama to establish an overarching regulatory 


scheme, which Congress had previously rejected, to fundamentally restructure the mortgage 


industry in the United States,” Pruitt said.  


 


While Pruitt stressed that any mortgage lender that engaged in unlawful or deceptive practices 


should be held accountable, he cautioned that the national settlement terms may have 


consequences for community banks and didn’t include Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac, whose 


practices played the biggest role in the mortgage housing crisis. 


 


Pruitt also said he was gravely concerned about the impact of this settlement on local community 


banks. 


 


To comment or file a complaint for foreclosure relief consideration, call the AG’s Public 


Protection Unit at (405) 521-2029, e-mail PublicProtection@oag.ok.gov or go online to the 


Oklahoma Mortgage Settlement Page at www.oag.ok.gov.   


 


Homeowners who believe they may have been wrongly foreclosed upon will need to visit the 


attorney general’s website at www.oag.ok.gov and fill out the necessary paperwork for 


processing a claim. 


 


 


### 
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Hi Diane - The governor is participating in a Heritage Foundation seminar this weekend in San Diego entitled “How
the states can limit the federal levitation.” We want to arm her with as much info as possible about what the
state of Oklahoma has done to push back against the feds, or what we will do, and areas where federal policies
have been intrusive. 
  
I know the AG’s office has filed several lawsuits that might fall under this subject (including the ObamaCare suit).
Would you mind pointing me in the right direction, or shooting me some of the press releases you’ve sent, so I
can start collecting that info? We’d like to make sure to highlight your work. thanks.   
  
  
Alex Weintz 
Communications Director 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
phone: (405) 522-8819 
cell: (405) 535-7317 
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov 
  
  
  
 

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Alex Weintz
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:34:31 PM
Attachments: EPA Regional Haze FIP News Release_121411.docx

State of Oklahoma & OGE Motion for Stay.pdf
Letter to Lisa Jackson - EPA - methane 20111012.pdf
Religious Liberty Lawsuit News Release_2232012.docx
Complaint FINAL.pdf
12 Feb 9 Oklahoma Mortgage Settlement News ReleaseB.pdf
Mortgage Term Sheet Letter to AG Tom Miller.pdf

Good stuff re: energy/environment.
 
Also mortgages and religious liberty … can probably either leave off or include as an FYI
 

From: Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
 
Hi Alex, 

Attached are a few news releases and letters related to federal overreach. Let me know if you have

any questions or need further information. 

Diane Clay 
Director of Communications 
Office of the Attorney General 
State of Oklahoma 
313 NE 21 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-0166 
(405) 250-8792 cell 
diane.clay@oag.ok.gov 

  

From:        Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 
To:        "diane.clay@oag.ok.gov" <diane.clay@oag.ok.gov> 
Cc:        Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> 
Date:        04/17/2012 02:25 PM 
Subject:        federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:diane.clay@oag.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:diane.clay@oag.ok.gov
mailto:diane.clay@oag.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
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Attorney General Pruitt to Appeal EPA Decision on Regional Haze Rule



AG seeking to preserve right of Oklahoma to determine energy and environmental policies





OKLAHOMA CITY – Attorney General Scott Pruitt said he will appeal today’s decision by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to institute a federal regional haze plan in the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge. The decision goes against Oklahoma’s right to implement a state plan that will allow a more gradual transition that meets the standards of the rule, and spares Oklahoma utility consumers substantial rate increases. 



“As Attorney General, it is my job to preserve Oklahoma’s right to formulate a state plan that meets the standards of the Regional Haze Rule. The Clean Air Act clearly recognizes that Oklahomans, and not federal bureaucrats, are best situated to determine energy and environmental policies,” Pruitt said. “This action by the Obama Administration once again ignores the state’s ability to craft an Oklahoma solution. We will continue to fight this intrusion by appealing today’s decision to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit.”



The Regional Haze Rule requires agencies to work together to improve visibility at national parks and wilderness areas by 2064. The rule deals only with aesthetics and is not based on health. Oklahoma’s industry leaders, elected officials, utility companies, consumer protection advocates and energy producers spent months creating a State Implementation Plan (SIP) to address the requirements of the rule in multiple parts of the state. The state plan accomplished the regional haze requirements by 2026. 



In March, EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson informed the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality that the federal government planned to implement their own regional haze plan. Based on the latest estimates, the federal plan could increase Oklahoma utility rates by more than 13 percent. 



In response to Administrator Jackson’s action, Attorney General Pruitt sued the EPA in May on behalf of the State in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma. The lawsuit claims the EPA did not meet the deadline to file a Federal Implementation Plan, nor follow the required approval process. The lawsuit in district court remains ongoing. 



“I am disappointed but not surprised that EPA has decided to enter into a consent decree with environmental groups and impose a federal plan for regional haze on our state, instead of working with Oklahomans on our reasonable state plan,” U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe said. 



“EPA's plan does nothing to address air quality with respect to public health; it simply mandates controls on Oklahoma utilities to meet an aesthetic standard, even though Oklahoma continues to make gains in air quality. While our state plan is effective and affordable, EPA’s plan will impose around $2 billion in costs, and Oklahoma families will have to foot the bill. Like so many of EPA’s rules, it will be all economic pain for no meaningful environmental benefits. 

“Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt, Governor Mary Fallin, the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, and the Oklahoma Corporation Commission, have come together in support of our state plan, and this matter was the subject of a lengthy hearing at the Corporation Commission, which also included contributions from Oklahoma’s utilities and energy industries. I stand with them in support Oklahoma’s plan as we continue to work to together to fight against EPA’s unreasonable mandates.”


###
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PETITIONERS’ MOTION FOR STAY OF FINAL RULE 


In its quest to issue a Federal Implementation Plan (“FIP”) that requires Oklahoma 


Gas and Electric Company (“OG&E”) to spend over $1.2 billion to install dry flue gas 


desulfurization technology (“scrubbers”) on four electric generating units in the next five 


years to address aesthetic concerns about regional haze, the Environmental Protection 


Agency (“EPA”) eviscerated the authority and discretion given to the State of Oklahoma 


by the Clean Air Act (“CAA” or “Act”). The only way that EPA could achieve this 


predetermined outcome was to ignore the Act and its own guidance and violate the 


Administrative Procedures Act (“APA”) by raising and relying on new rules and 


methodologies for the first time in its final rule adopting the FIP. The Agency’s action is 


sure to raise the costs of electricity to consumers, including those who are members of 


Oklahoma Industrial Energy Consumers (“OIEC”), with a corresponding loss of jobs and 


economic activity.  The State of Oklahoma , OG&E and OIEC (collectively, 


“Petitioners”) move the Court pursuant to Fed. R. App. P. 18 to stay, pending judicial 


review, the final rule that resulted from EPA’s refusal to follow the law and its own 


guidance.1


The results-oriented review conducted by EPA – culminating in a Final Rule that 


will force OG&E to install scrubbers – was fatally flawed substantively and procedurally, 


1 The final rule was published on December 28, 2011 and is titled “Approval and 
Promulgation of Implementation Plans; Oklahoma; Federal Implementation Plan for 
Interstate Transport of Pollution Affecting Visibility and Best Available Retrofit 
Technology Determinations.”  76 Fed. Reg. 81,728 (Dec. 28, 2011) (“Final Rule”).  
Petitioners do not request a stay of the portion of the Final Rule that approved 
Oklahoma’s BART determinations for particulate matter and nitrogen oxides at OG&E’s 
Muskogee, Sooner and Seminole Generating Stations and for sulfur dioxide (“SO2”) at 
the Seminole Generating Station (Units 1, 2 and 3).   
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and Petitioners meet all of the requirements for the issuance of a stay.  The administrative 


record shows that Petitioners are likely to succeed on the merits because EPA’s “nothing 


but scrubbers” approach led it to reject a final regional haze state implementation plan 


(“SIP”) that Oklahoma sent to EPA over a year before EPA proposed to adopt the FIP.  In 


substituting its judgment for the judgment of the State, EPA illegally usurps the broad 


authority given by Congress to the States to make best available retrofit technology 


(“BART”) determinations for regional haze. See 42 U.S.C. § 7491.  The Oklahoma SIP 


included a state-specific balancing of BART factors that considered Oklahoma’s unique 


energy and economic needs; a balancing that EPA is neither equipped nor authorized to 


conduct.  Instead, EPA improperly mandated its desired outcome in place of Oklahoma’s 


considered judgment as to the appropriate BART for facilities in the state.  For EPA to 


accomplish this objective, it had to ignore its own policies and procedures for making 


these determinations and, in the Final Rule, use new approaches regarding cost 


effectiveness and visibility improvement that it had not identified in the proposed rule.


This approach precluded public comment and violated Petitioners’ procedural rights. 


EPA’s illegal adoption of the Final Rule will have an immediate and irreparable 


impact on the State (whose CAA authority has been eviscerated by EPA’s actions), 


OG&E (which, because it must install four scrubbers at an estimated cost exceeding $1.2 


billion, will be required to begin installation activities immediately with no recourse 


against EPA if the Final Rule is reversed), and the electricity consumers in Oklahoma, 


like those represented by OIEC (who face significant electricity rate increases as a result 


of the costs imposed by the Final Rule).  Finally, where Congress has set 2064 as the 
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timeframe for achieving the elimination of visibility impacts, and EPA has not 


demonstrated through its own actions any urgency in adopting regional haze SIPs or 


FIPs, the balance of the equities favor the relatively short delay in the effective date of 


the Final Rule sought by Petitioners here.


Petitioners submitted petitions for reconsideration and requests for a stay of the 


Final Rule to EPA more than 30 days prior to filing this motion.2  Although the Final 


Rule is fatally defective, EPA has taken no action on those requests, and EPA and Sierra 


Club have indicated that they oppose this motion. 


BACKGROUND


OG&E’s affected Muskogee Units, located near Muskogee, Oklahoma, are two 


approximately 500 MW coal-fired generating units, and the Sooner Units, located near 


Red Rock, Oklahoma, are two approximately 500 MW coal-fired generating units.  Ex. 1, 


Declaration of Ken Johnson (“Johnson Decl.”) ¶ 2 (attached as Ex. A to Petition for 


Reconsideration).  For more than a decade, OG&E has voluntarily burned very low sulfur 


coal at the electrical generating units (“EGUs”) at the Muskogee (Units 4 and 5) and 


Sooner (Units 1 and 2) Generating Stations (the “OG&E Units”) in order to limit SO2


emissions.  (Id. ¶ 5.)  OG&E is Oklahoma’s largest electricity provider and serves 


approximately 789,000 customers in 268 communities in Oklahoma and western 


Arkansas. 


2 See Petition for Reconsideration and Request for Administrative Stay, filed by 
Oklahoma and OG&E on February 24, 2012 (attached hereto as Exhibit 1); OIEC 
Request for a Stay of Implementation of the Federal Implementation Plan for Oklahoma 
Concerning Interstate Transport of Pollution Affecting Visibility, received by EPA on 
February 28, 2012 (attached hereto as Exhibit 2). 
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OIEC is a non-partisan, unincorporated association of large consumers of energy 


with facilities located in the State of Oklahoma.  OIEC Members are engaged in energy 


price-sensitive industries such as pulp and paper, cement, refining, glass, industrial gases, 


plastic, film and food processing.  OIEC Members employ thousands of Oklahoma 


citizens.


In Section 169A of the 1977 Amendments to the CAA, Congress created a 


program for protecting visibility in the nation’s national parks and wilderness areas.  This 


section establishes as a national goal the “prevention of any future, and the remedying of 


any existing, impairment of visibility in mandatory Class I federal areas which 


impairment results from manmade air pollution.”  42 U.S.C. § 7491(a)(1).  Congress 


recognized that this program requires a delicate balance that considers the timing, cost 


and economic impact of alternative methods to achieve such goals.  42 U.S.C. § 


7491(g)(1) (“In determining reasonable progress there shall be taken into consideration 


the costs of compliance, the time necessary for compliance, and the energy and nonair 


quality environmental impacts of compliance . . . .”). 


Congress added Section 169B to the Act in 1990 to address regional haze issues, 


and in 1999, EPA promulgated regulations addressing regional haze, 70 Fed. Reg. 39,104 


(July 6, 2005), codified at 40 C.F.R. part 51, subpart P (“Regional Haze Regulations” or 


“RHR”).  In Section 169B, Congress made clear its intent to delegate significant power to 


States to develop, review, approve, and implement site-specific implementation plans 


designed to make reasonable progress in achieving regional haze goals while balancing 


each State’s unique economic and power needs. See, e.g., 123 Cong. Rec. 13,696, 13,709 
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(1977).  EPA has recognized that, because the issues to be balanced are uniquely State 


and source specific, “the State must determine the appropriate level of BART control for 


each source subject to BART.”  70 Fed. Reg. at 39,107. 


The CAA and RHR set forth the process that must be followed in determining 


BART, but neither requires any specific outcome.  Thus, the CAA and RHR require, in 


part, that a State balance five factors in making a BART determination for each 


qualifying facility.3  EPA recognizes that “States are free to determine the weight and 


significance to be assigned each factor.”  Proposed Oklahoma BART Rule, 76 Fed. Reg. 


16,168, 16,174 (Mar. 22, 2011) (“Proposed Rule”).  EPA further acknowledges that “[i]n 


some cases, the State may determine that . . . no additional controls would be needed for 


compliance with the BART requirement.”  Original Regional Haze Regulations, 64 Fed. 


Reg. 35,714, 35,740 (July 1, 1999). 


The RHR require States to submit their BART determinations, along with other 


required elements, as SIP revisions to EPA for approval (“Regional Haze SIPs”).  EPA 


may disapprove a Regional Haze SIP and issue a FIP only when a SIP fails to meet all of 


the applicable requirements of the Act.  42 U.S.C. § 7410(k)(3).  In this instance, the 


applicable requirements are that the emission limitations developed to address regional 


haze be developed pursuant to the evaluation process and balancing of the BART factors 


set out in the CAA and RHR.  42 U.S.C. § 7491(b). 


3 The five BART factors are:  (i) the costs of compliance; (ii) the energy and non-
air quality environmental impacts of compliance; (iii) any existing pollution control 
technology in use at the source; (iv) the remaining useful life of the source; and (v) the 
degree of improvement in visibility that may be expected as a result of such technology.  
42 U.S.C. § 7491(g)(2); 40 C.F.R. § 51.308(e)(1)(ii). 
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Oklahoma, on February 17, 2010, submitted to EPA its regional haze revisions to 


the Oklahoma State Implementation Plan (“Oklahoma SIP”).  See Oklahoma SIP, Doc. 


ID No. EPA-R06-OAR-2010-0190-0002 (relevant portions attached hereto as Exhibit 3).


After properly balancing the statutory factors, Oklahoma determined that low sulfur coal 


constituted BART for SO2 emissions from the OG&E Units and proposed a SIP that 


would have made OG&E’s continued use of that low sulfur coal a mandatory condition 


of operation.  In balancing the BART factors, Oklahoma had before it both a 2008 cost 


analysis for the OG&E Units—one that both EPA and the Oklahoma Department of 


Environmental Quality (“ODEQ”) had stated was prepared in conformity with the EPA 


Air Polluton Control Cost Manual (“CCM”)4 —and a 2009 cost analysis prepared at 


ODEQ’s and EPA’s request that was more robust and site-specific than the 2008 cost 


estimate. See id.  Both the 2008 Cost Analysis and 2009 Cost Analysis were prepared 


with the assistance of OG&E’s engineering consultant, Sargent & Lundy LLC (“S&L”).5


Oklahoma concluded, based on this and other information, that scrubbers are not cost 


effective for the OG&E Units.  Here, unlike the New Mexico regional haze proceedings, 6


all supporting documentation, including costs of control, were properly included in the 


administrative record before EPA acted. 
4 See Comment from OG&E, Doc. ID No. EPA R06-OAR-2010-0190-0038, dated 


May 23, 2011 (“OG&E Comment”), at Ex. A, comment 2 (attached hereto as Exhibit 4); 
see also Ex. 3, Oklahoma SIP, App. 6-4.  


5 S&L is well qualified to perform the cost analysis for the OG&E Units.  S&L has 
decades of experience providing comprehensive consulting, engineering, design, and 
analysis for electric power generation, specifically in the area of retrofit and 
environmental compliance projects.  To develop both the 2008 and 2009 cost estimates, 
S&L reviewed OG&E data in detail and visited the Muskogee and Sooner Generating 
Stations numerous times so as to understand the specific design and engineering aspects 
of the affected units and the overall facilities. 


6 See Martinez v. EPA, No. 11-9567 (consolidated with No. 11-9552 and 11-9557), 
Order (10th Cir. Mar. 1, 2012) (denying motion to stay). 
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On March 22, 2011, more than one year after Oklahoma submitted its SIP to EPA, 


EPA published a proposed rule in the Federal Register proposing to approve in part and 


disapprove in part the Oklahoma SIP.  See Proposed Rule, 76 Fed. Reg. 16,168.  In the 


same notice, and without waiting for its proposed disapproval of parts of the Oklahoma 


SIP to become final—i.e., without waiting for and considering public comments on its 


proposed disapproval of portions of the Oklahoma SIP—EPA proposed a FIP to 


substitute its judgment for the judgment of Oklahoma on certain key issues statutorily 


delegated to Oklahoma, including the BART determinations for the OG&E Units.  


On May 23, 2011, the State of Oklahoma, OIEC, and OG&E (among others) 


separately submitted extensive legal, policy, and technical comments to EPA opposing its 


proposed action and arguing that, for numerous reasons, EPA’s proposed action was 


contrary to the CAA and RHR and was otherwise arbitrary and capricious.7  Despite these 


comments, EPA published the Final Rule with respect to the Oklahoma SIP on December 


28, 2011, disapproving the State’s SO2 BART determinations for the OG&E Units and 


for two units at another facility in the State. See 76 Fed. Reg. 81,728.  EPA then 


simultaneously finalized the Oklahoma FIP that imposed an SO2 emission limit of 0.06 


lbs/MMBtu for each OG&E Unit, which would require the installation of a scrubber at 


each affected unit by January 27, 2017.  Moreover, in support of the FIP, EPA adopted 


entirely new approaches not contained in its proposed rule without proper notice and the 


opportunity to comment, in violation of APA requirements. 


7 See Comment from Okla. Attorney General, Doc. ID No. EPA-R06-OAR-2010-
0190-0040, dated May 23, 2011 (attached hereto as Exhibit 5); Comment from OIEC, 
Doc. ID No. EPA-R06-2010-0190-0051, dated May 23, 2011 (attached hereto as Exhibit 
6); Exhibit 4, OG&E Comment. 
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ARGUMENT


The Tenth Circuit applies its preliminary injunction standard in deciding motions 


to stay agency action. Associated Sec. Corp. v. SEC, 283 F.2d 773, 774-75 (10th Cir. 


1960).  “A plaintiff seeking a preliminary injunction must establish that he is likely to 


succeed on the merits, that he is likely to suffer irreparable harm in the absence of 


preliminary relief, that the balance of equities tips in his favor, and that an injunction is in 


the public interest.” Winter v. NRDC, 555 U.S. 7, 20 (2008); see also RoDa Drilling 


Co. v. Siegal, 552 F.3d 1203, 1208 (10th Cir. 2009) (same).  The Tenth Circuit has 


adopted a modified requirement as to the likelihood of success, allowing a lesser showing 


on the merits where the other factors are strongly demonstrated, and vice versa.  See O 


Centro Beneficiente Uniao Do Begetal v. Ashcroft, 389 F.3d 973, 1002 (10th Cir. 2004).  


For the reasons described below, Petitioners satisfy each of the stay factors. 


I. Petitioners Are Likely To Succeed on the Merits and Are Entitled to a Stay. 


A. EPA Illegally Usurped Authority Congress Delegated to Oklahoma.


The CAA and RHR require that States, not EPA, have the primary role in 


implementing the regional haze program, including making BART determinations. See,


e.g., CAA § 169A(b)(2)(A), (g)(2), 42 U.S.C. § 7491(b)(2)(A), (g)(2) (“in determining 


[BART] the state (or the Administrator in determining emission limitations which reflect 


such technology) shall take into consideration [the BART factors]”) (emphasis added).  


EPA may disapprove a SIP and promulgate a FIP only where a State’s SIP fails to meet 


minimum CAA requirements.  42 U.S.C. § 7410(k)(3); see also Train v. Natural Res. 


Def. Council, 421 U.S. 60, 79 (1975).  The RHR and BART guidelines issued by EPA, 
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70 Fed. Reg. 39,104 (July 6, 2005), require only that States engage in the process of 


weighing the five statutory factors in determining BART for eligible sources in a manner 


consistent with the RHR, and that “States are free to determine the weight and 


significance to be assigned to each factor.” See 76 Fed. Reg. 16,168, 16, 174 (Mar. 22, 


2011).  As the Oklahoma SIP clearly shows, Oklahoma did properly engage in that 


process in making its BART determinations for the OG&E Units. 


This case stands in contrast to the Court’s recent decision denying a stay of a 


regional haze FIP for New Mexico.8  Unlike the situation in New Mexico, where there 


was no regional haze SIP at the time the proposed FIP was issued, and the BART 


determination and corresponding cost record was not submitted until after the FIP 


comment period closed, Oklahoma submitted its SIP to EPA long before EPA proposed 


the Oklahoma FIP, and with a full record. Since ODEQ applied the statutory factors in 


promulgating the Oklahoma SIP, EPA was not free to reject Oklahoma’s BART 


determinations with respect to the OG&E Units and promulgate a FIP substituting its 


judgment for that of the State.


The U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit has affirmed that EPA’s role in 


determining regional haze plans is limited, stating that the CAA “calls for states to play 


the lead role in designing and implementing regional haze programs.” Am. Corn 


Growers Ass’n v. EPA, 291 F.3d 1, 2 (D.C. Cir. 2002). The Court reversed a portion of 


EPA’s original RHR because it found that EPA’s method of analyzing visibility 


improvements distorted the statutory factors and was “inconsistent with the Act’s 


8 See Martinez v. EPA, supra n.6. 
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provisions giving the states broad authority over BART determinations.”  Id. at 8 


(emphasis added); see also Utility Air Group v. EPA, 471 F.3d 1333, 1336 (D.C. Cir. 


2006) (The second step in a BART determination “requires states to determine the 


particular technology that an individual source ‘subject to BART’ must install”).  EPA 


lacks the authority to disapprove the Oklahoma SIP merely because it disagrees with 


Oklahoma’s choice in emission controls for specific sources.  See Train, 421 U.S. at 79 


(EPA has “no authority to question the wisdom of a State’s choice of emission limitations 


if they are part of a plan which satisfies the standards of [the Act] . . . the Agency may 


devise and promulgate a specific plan of its own only if a [s]tate fails to submit an 


implementation plan which satisfies those standards.”).   


EPA’s only basis for finding that Oklahoma deviated from the BART guidelines is 


the assertion that the 2009 site-specific cost estimates did not comply with the CCM.9


This position is fundamentally flawed in at least two respects.  First, EPA ignores 


OG&E’s 2008 cost estimates, which EPA and ODEQ both acknowledged were calculated 


in accordance with the CCM, and which justify the State’s BART determinations for the 


OG&E Units.  Instead, EPA focuses solely on and criticizes the 2009 site-specific cost 


estimates for not complying with the CCM.  In fact, however, the 2009 cost estimates did 


use the categories of costs identified in the CCM, but at EPA’s request, went beyond the 


assumed CCM values to provide site specific, vendor-supported cost estimates for the 


BART analysis.  See Ex. 4, OG&E Comment at 7, 8. 


9 See Final Rule, 76 Fed. Reg. at 81,744 (“The Control Cost Manual must be 
followed to the extent possible when calculating the cost of BART controls.”).
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EPA also ignored the detailed analysis in the State's BART determination, which 


expressly considered both the 2008 and 2009 cost estimates in detail and concluded that 


they were reasonable.10 See Ex. 3, Oklahoma SIP, App. 6-5, Item 1, Sooner BART 


Review at pp. 14-18, and Muskogee BART Review at pp. 14-18.  The CAA gave 


Oklahoma the right to conduct this analysis and make a determination without being 


second-guessed by EPA.  Oklahoma exercised the authority granted by the CAA and 


determined that "[t]he cost for [scrubbers] is too high, the benefit too low and these costs, 


if borne, further extend the life expectancy of coal as the primary fuel in the Sooner 


facility for at least 20 years and beyond.  BART is the continued use of low sulfur coal."  


Id. at p. 29. 


EPA second guessed Oklahoma’s authority by rejecting significant portions of the 


2009 site-specific costs estimates, in many instances simply assuming, without verifying, 


that they resulted in the double counting of expenses.  While OG&E disputes EPA’s 


conclusion regarding the 2009 cost estimates, once EPA reached the conclusion that the 


CCM estimates should control, the proper response by EPA should have been to return to 


the 2008 cost estimates, which both EPA and ODEQ had stated complied with the CCM 


and which support the State’s BART determinations for the OG&E Units.  EPA’s attempt 


to create a hybrid cost estimate by selectively modifying the 2009 estimate resulted in 


cost estimates that were neither site-specific and real (like OG&E’s 2009 cost estimates) 


10 The reasonableness of the scrubber costs determined by Oklahoma is 
demonstrated by their consistency with the estimated scrubber costs in the recent filing 
by Southwestern Electric Power Company for the installation of a scrubber at its Flint 
Creek Power Plant, a 528 MW coal-fired generating plant near Gentry, Arkansas.  See
Petition for Declaratory Order at ¶ 17 (Arkansas Public Service Commission Docket No. 
12-008-U (available at http://www.apscservices.info/efilings/docket_search.asp)).


Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018822969     Date Filed: 04/04/2012     Page: 13Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018823147     Date Filed: 04/04/2012     Page: 12Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018825392     Date Filed: 04/10/2012     Page: 12







12


nor reflective of the CCM general estimates (like OG&E’s 2008 cost estimates).  EPA’s 


“cherry-picking” approach to the cost estimates for the OG&E Units in order to justify its 


predetermined conclusion that scrubbers were BART was, therefore, arbitrary and 


capricious.


The way that EPA developed and considered these cost estimates demonstrates 


that its process was results oriented.  When EPA requested the 2009 cost estimates, 


OG&E informed the Agency that the estimates would not strictly follow the CCM 


because the 2008 cost estimates already did, but EPA persisted in the request.  EPA then 


proceeded to reject the State’s BART determination for the precise reason that the 2009 


cost estimates did not follow the CCM.  This is not a process by which to consider fairly 


the State’s BART determination; to the contrary, it is arbitrary and capricious.  


Second, even if only the 2009 cost estimates were used to evaluate the cost 


effectiveness of scrubbers, Oklahoma’s reliance on those site-specific estimates was 


proper.  EPA’s contrary conclusion is flatly inconsistent with its own recognition that 


“States have flexibility in how they calculate costs.”  70 Fed. Reg. at 39,127.  Where the 


RHR give States flexibility and Congress has designated that States take the dominant 


role in determining BART, EPA is not free to undercut the State’s reasonable exercise of 


that flexibility, particularly by substituting its own arbitrary approach.  EPA illegally 


usurped State authority in violation of the plain language of the Act when it rejected 


Oklahoma’s BART determination for the OG&E Units and, thus, the FIP is unlawful.11


11 In addition, because EPA published a notice that certain States, including 
Oklahoma, had initially failed to meet the deadline for submitting regional haze SIPs, the 
CAA unequivocally imposed a two-year requirement for EPA to issue a FIP. See 42 
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B. EPA’s Disapproval of the Oklahoma SIP Was Arbitrary and Capricious.


As previously noted, Oklahoma has the primary authority to determine BART and, 


pursuant to EPA’s own guidelines, this primacy extends to the cost analysis, where the 


State is given “flexibility in how [it] determines costs.”  70 Fed. Reg. at 39,127.


Oklahoma’s cost analysis, set forth in the Oklahoma SIP, clearly meets statutory 


requirements.  Even if EPA was authorized to second guess Oklahoma’s judgment, EPA 


has not articulated any sound or reasonable basis for rejecting Oklahoma’s considered 


judgment regarding the appropriate costs to consider.  Indeed, EPA’s own cost analysis is 


internally inconsistent, arbitrary, speculative and unsound.  EPA analyzed an “Option 1” 


that grossly inflated emission reductions contrary to EPA’s own guidance and an “Option 


2” that estimated costs for a system that, as a matter of basic engineering principles, 


cannot be installed without significantly decreasing the generation capacity of the OG&E 


Units.  EPA’s approach simply cannot be supported. 


1. EPA’s failure to accept the 2008 cost estimate is unjustified.


In May 2008, OG&E submitted BART evaluations, including cost estimates for 


installing and operating scrubbers at the OG&E Units, which were prepared according to 


the CCM.  In November 2008, EPA sent a letter to ODEQ in which EPA acknowledged 


that “OG&E did utilize the ‘EPA Air Pollution Control Cost Manual’ when constructing 


its [May 2008] cost estimates.” See Ex. 4, OG&E Comment, Ex. A; see also Ex. 3, 


(continued…) 


U.S.C. § 7410(c); Gen. Motors v. United States, 496 U.S. 530, 537 (1990) (citing CAA § 
110(c) as an example of “explicit deadlines” established by the CAA).  It is undisputed 
that EPA failed to promulgate a FIP within that two-year window.  Thus, EPA’s attempt 
to promulgate the Oklahoma FIP outside that two-year window, without first providing a 
new notice to re-open the two-year window for doing so, was contrary to the Act. 
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Oklahoma SIP, App. 6-4.  The 2008 cost estimates showed that the costs of scrubbers per 


ton of SO2 removed for the OG&E Units would be more than 10 times EPA’s stated 


average costs per ton for this technology, and nearly five times as much as the upper limit 


of EPA’s expected cost range.  See 70 Fed. Reg. at 39,132 (estimating an average cost of 


$919 per ton and a cost range of $400 to $2,000 per ton of SO2 removed).


Despite EPA’s acknowledgment that the 2008 cost estimates complied with the 


CCM, OG&E complied with EPA’s request that OG&E supply more detailed, site-


specific information.12  Although OG&E used the cost categories prescribed by the CCM 


to develop the 2009 cost estimates, their site-specific nature meant that they could not 


achieve the CCM’s primary objective of national comparability for costs of control 


equipment at one facility to costs of similar equipment at another facility, a fact which 


OG&E pointed out in its comments to the proposed Oklahoma SIP.  See Ex. 4, OG&E 


Comment at 25.   


Under these circumstances, it is clear that EPA’s rejection of the 2009 estimates 


(after it requested them) for allegedly failing to follow the CCM is arbitrary and designed 


to achieve its predetermined judgment that scrubbers should be specified as BART for 


the OG&E Units.  Not only does EPA’s decision rest on a faulty analysis of the 2009 cost 


estimates, but EPA completely and improperly ignored the 2008 cost estimates that, in 


full accordance with the CCM (as even EPA admitted), independently demonstrated that 


scrubbers are not cost effective.  EPA’s inconsistent positions regarding the nature of the 


12 The 2008 cost estimates were updated in September 2009 to reflect the use of 
annual actual baseline emissions for the 2004-2006 periods, as required by EPA, but this 
did not alter the total annual costs of control contained in the original May 2008 
estimates.
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cost estimates necessary for the BART analysis for the OG&E Units illustrates the 


arbitrariness of the Final Rule. 


2. EPA’s Option 1 disregarded BART guidelines by failing to use 
baseline actual emissions to determine cost effectiveness.


Under Option 1, rather than using past actual emissions as the baseline for 


determining emission reductions, EPA arbitrarily assumes a higher future level of 


emissions from the OG&E Units and then takes credit for eliminating those fictitious 


emission levels.  Yet, per EPA’s own guidance, the amount of a pollutant that a device 


will control on an annual basis must be determined using past actual emissions from the 


source and projections of future emissions following installation of a particular control 


technology.  The purpose of using past actual emissions as the baseline is to provide a 


realistic depiction of the amount of a pollutant that a device will actually control.  70 Fed. 


Reg. 39,167.  EPA has, in fact, revised cost effectiveness calculations in connection with 


BART determinations for other facilities to ensure that emission reductions are calculated 


this way. See, e.g., 74 Fed. Reg. 44,313, 44,321 (Aug. 28, 2009).  Use of this consistent 


calculation methodology helps to achieve the national uniformity that EPA seeks in the 


regional haze context. 


EPA argues in the Final Rule that the “RHR states that when differences from 


‘past practice’ have ‘a deciding effect in the BART determination, you must make these 


parameters or assumptions into enforceable limitations,’ and the OG&E analysis does not 


propose making the basis of their reductions enforceable.” See Response to Technical 


Comments for Sections E through H, EPA ID No. EPA-R06-OAR-2010-0190-0057
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(dated Dec. 13, 2011) (“Response to Comments”), at 6 (attached hereto as Exhibit 7).  


EPA’s argument misses the mark in two significant ways.  First, EPA is simply wrong 


that the emissions reductions used as the basis for OG&E’s calculations are not made 


enforceable.  To the contrary, the Oklahoma SIP finds that the low sulfur coal OG&E has 


been burning for years is BART and specifically requires OG&E to continue burning that 


fuel in the future. Accordingly, OG&E’s analysis (unlike EPA’s) represents the real 


actual emission reductions that could be expected with the controls installed.  EPA’s 


contrary argument is circular and nonsensical. 


Second, EPA’s argument reflects the flawed assumption at the heart of EPA’s 


Option 1, i.e., that one must combine a scrubber of the size recommended by S&L for the 


OG&E Units with higher sulfur coal or there is a mismatch.  That fundamental 


engineering error leads EPA – not OG&E or Oklahoma – to depart from past practices 


and assume that OG&E burns a much higher sulfur coal than it actually does (thereby 


theoretically removing more SO2 and lowering the $/ton of pollutant removed).  Cost 


effectiveness, however, is based on the amount of SO2 reduction when comparing 


emissions pre- and post-control.  See 70 Fed. Reg. 39,167.  For example, if an emitter 


emits 10,000 tons per year (“tpy”) of SO2 pre-control and 2,000 tpy of SO2 post control, 


the amount of SO2 controlled is 8,000 tpy because that is the reduction from pre-control 


emissions and, thus, the improvement from current practices to be expected from the 


installation of the controls.  Whatever other fluctuations could occur after the controls are 


installed do not change the before and after comparison reflected in the use of actual 


baseline emissions. 


Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018822969     Date Filed: 04/04/2012     Page: 18Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018823147     Date Filed: 04/04/2012     Page: 17Appellate Case: 12-9526     Document: 01018825392     Date Filed: 04/10/2012     Page: 17







17


3. EPA’s Option 2 demonstrates a profound lack of engineering 
judgment and skill.


As an alternative to Option 1, EPA utilized past actual emissions but, based on the 


flawed assumption that sulfur content drives scrubber size, substantially decreased the 


size of the scrubbers that S&L, OG&E’s expert engineering consultants, indicated would 


be needed for facilities with the capacity of the OG&E Units.  EPA’s disregard of basic 


engineering principles in this Option 2 reflects EPA’s lack of understanding of the 


engineering and operational processes at issue, and leads it to reach a capricious 


conclusion.   


Scrubber size is dependent upon gas flow, not the sulfur content of a particular 


coal.  A scrubber must be sized to reflect the maximum potential heat input from the 


facility, and that number is essentially the same whether a facility burns high or low 


sulfur coal. See Ex. 4, OG&E Comment at 13.  The reduced scrubber size reflected in 


EPA’s Option 2 is not technically feasible and, if used, would significantly diminish the 


electrical generating capacity of the OG&E Units, thereby impeding their ability to meet 


the supply requirements for OG&E’s customers and for the regional power grid operated 


by the Southwest Power Pool.  Option 2, therefore, is not a valid analysis, because EPA 


guidance requires the elimination of technically infeasible options. See 40 C.F.R. Pt. 51, 


App. Y(II)(A); Proposed Regional Haze Regulations, 69 Fed. Reg. 25,184, 25,186 (May 


5, 2004). 
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C. The Final Rule Is Based On New EPA Theories That Were Not Presented 
for Comment.


The Final Rule violates the Administrative Procedure Act (“APA”), 5 U.S.C. 


§ 551, et. seq., because it introduces and relies upon rules or approaches not previously 


discussed in the proposed rule.  See 5 U.S.C. § 553(b)(3) (requiring agencies to give 


notice of “the terms or substance of the proposed rule or a description of the subjects and 


issues involved.”).  “To satisfy the APA’s notice requirement, . . . an agency’s final rule 


need only be a logical outgrowth of its notice.”  CSX Transp., Inc. v. Surface Transp. Bd.,


584 F.3d 1076, 1079 (D.C. Cir. 2009) (internal quotations and citations omitted).


However, “a final rule fails the logical outgrowth test and thus violates the APA’s notice 


requirement where interested parties would have had to divine the agency’s unspoken 


thoughts because the final rule was surprisingly distant from the proposed rule.” Id.


(vacating portion of agency’s final rule for violating APA’s notice requirements) (internal 


quotations and citations omitted).  Here, Petitioners had no means by which to divine 


EPA’s introduction of several new outcome determinative approaches set forth for the 


first time in the Final Rule and, therefore, had no opportunity to properly comment on or 


present evidence regarding them.  The issues raised by the use of these new approaches is 


particularly important in this case because they tread on areas that the CAA commits to 


the discretion of the State in the first instance. 


1. The Final Rule introduces for the first time the “overnight” cost 
method of calculating the costs of environmental controls.


In attacking Oklahoma’s BART determinations, EPA asserts that Oklahoma failed 


to apply the so-called “overnight” cost method—a method not previously referred to or 
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applied by EPA in connection with the Proposed Rule or in other BART determinations, 


or used in the RHR or CCM.  See 76 Fed. Reg. at 81,744.  The “overnight” cost approach 


is an estimate of the cost at which a plant could be constructed assuming the entire 


process from planning through completion could be accomplished in a single day.  See


Declaration of John Wroble (“Wroble Decl.”) ¶ 4 (attached hereto as Exhibit 8).  The 


new “overnight” cost method used by EPA to determine the cost effectiveness of 


scrubbers is at the core of EPA’s Final Rule, both in disapproving the Oklahoma SIP and 


in justifying its FIP.  EPA’s failure to raise these new approaches as justification for its 


proposed actions in the Proposed Rule deprived Petitioners of the right and opportunity to 


comment on them.  It was, therefore, improper under the APA and it deprived the State of 


the authority delegated to it by the CAA to determine the reasonable and appropriate 


methods for evaluating costs in making BART determinations.   


In the Final Rule, EPA erroneously asserts for the first time that the CCM requires 


parties to use the “overnight” cost method, although EPA candidly admits that the CCM 


never uses the terminology “overnight cost.”  See Response to Comments at 9.  In 


contrast, in the Proposed Rule, EPA claimed that the CCM required compliance with a 


“constant dollar” approach—an approach different from the “overnight” cost method.


The constant dollar methodology, which allows comparability by removing the effects of 


inflation, was used by OG&E in the 2009 site-specific cost estimates. See Ex. 8, Wroble 


Decl. ¶ 5.  EPA’s newly minted “overnight” cost method phraseology is inconsistent with 


the CCM, its own past regulatory practices, and the BART cost effectiveness analysis 


conducted by EPA for other facilities.  It represents an entirely new approach to 
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calculating costs for purposes of RHR BART determinations.  See Declaration of Ken 


Snell ¶¶ 4-7 (attached hereto as Exhibit 9). EPA’s Final Rule is fatally defective because 


of its failure to provide notice of this new approach and allow comment on it.  


2. EPA’s “visibility improvement” analysis employs a new “number of 
days” approach to visibility improvement.


The Final Rule also reveals, for the first time, EPA’s new methodology to 


determining visibility improvement—the so-called “number of days” approach.  76 Fed. 


Reg. at 81,736.  Again, because this approach was not raised by EPA in the Proposed 


Rule, the Final Rule is fatally defective.


Not only was this approach raised for the first time in the Final Rule, but EPA 


does not and cannot suggest that it is required by published EPA guidance or the CAA.  


In contrast, EPA acknowledges that the $/deciview approach used by Oklahoma in the 


Oklahoma SIP (but rejected by EPA here) is an optional cost effectiveness measure that 


can be used consistent with BART guidelines.  Id. at 81,747.  EPA offered no proper 


basis under the Act to reject Oklahoma’s reasoned judgment to consider the $/deciview 


metric consistent with BART guidelines and to substitute an entirely new and different 


approach for the first time in the Final Rule—and to do so without allowing interested 


parties the opportunity to comment or present evidence regarding it. 


Because the Final Rule fails the logical outgrowth test, Petitioners’ challenges to 


the Oklahoma FIP are likely to succeed, justifying a stay of the FIP. 
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II. Petitioners Will Suffer Irreparable Harm Absent a Stay.


First, as noted above, Congress designated the State as the principle decision 


maker for BART determinations and regional haze programs.  EPA’s actions here 


deprive Oklahoma of the ability to fashion a regional haze program that balances costs 


and visibility improvement in a manner that is appropriate for the citizens and economy 


of this State.  Compelling OG&E to proceed while the Court reviews EPA’s actions here 


undermines the State’s authority and damages the ability of Oklahoma to fulfill its 


regulatory function as created by Congress.


Second, the compliance deadline established in the Oklahoma FIP—January 27, 


2017—places OG&E in an untenable position.  Unlike the New Mexico proceedings, 


where only one EGU requires retrofit controls, the installation of four different scrubbers 


on the OG&E Units will be a massive construction effort requiring extensive planning 


and logistical coordination.  Johnson Decl. ¶ 9.  OG&E’s engineering consultants have 


performed cost estimates demonstrating that the cost will range between $1.2 billion and 


$1.5 billion, with a resultant increase in annual Operating & Maintenance costs of 


between $70 million and $150 million. Id.  Certainly if scrubbers must be installed on 


four separate units at two generation stations, the timing of the installation will need to be 


coordinated to ensure that OG&E can meet its load requirements during construction.  


Because of this need to stagger the construction interruption for each unit, OG&E 


must begin promptly permitting efforts and the contracting process for engineering, 


equipment fabrication, and construction.  Costs for activities during the first year are 


estimated at approximately $30 million, with another $200 million through the second 
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year. Id. ¶ 10.  No mechanism exists for OG&E to recover the scrubber costs from EPA 


if the Final Rule is found to be invalid. See Crowe & Dunlevy, P.C. v. Stidham, 640 F.3d 


1140, 1157 (10th Cir. 2011) (“Imposition of money damages that cannot later be 


recovered for reasons such as sovereign immunity constitutes irreparable injury.”). 


Finally, if some of these costs are imposed on consumers in Oklahoma, like those 


represented by OIEC, the increased electricity rates will have an adverse economic 


impact as consumers pay higher rates directly and businesses look to pass their higher 


costs through to their customers.13  Indeed, as a large electricity consumer, the State too 


will feel the economic impact of higher rates directly.  Neither the State nor its citizens 


has recourse for such unnecessary costs.  Thus, irreparable harm will result from 


continuation of the current effective date for the Oklahoma FIP. 


III. The Balance of Equities Favors Granting Petitioners’ Stay Request, and 
Granting a Stay Is in the Public Interest. 


The balance of equities and the public interest strongly support granting 


Petitioners’ stay request pending completion of judicial review of the Final Rule.  Here, 


balancing the equities focuses on a comparison of (i) the effects of keeping the Final 


Rule’s compliance deadline in place pending review and assuming that the Final Rule is 


eventually overturned, with (ii) the effects of suspending the effective date and 


13 17 O.S. § 286(B) provides in pertinent part:  “An electric utility subject to rate 
regulation by the Corporation Commission may file an application seeking Commission 
authorization of a plan by the utility to make capital expenditures for equipment or 
facilities necessary to comply with the federal Clean Air Act. . . . If approved by the 
Commission, . . . the equipment or facilities specified in the approved utility plan are 
conclusively presumed used and useful.  The utility may elect to periodically adjust its 
rates to recover the costs of the expenditures.” 
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compliance deadline in the Final Rule pending review and assuming that the Final Rule is 


eventually affirmed.  In the context of regional haze, this is not a close call. 


If the FIP and its compliance deadline remain effective and the Final Rule is 


overturned, Petitioners have already demonstrated the substantial economic impact that 


would have on the State, OG&E, and/or its customers. OG&E will be required to expend 


significant resources immediately in order to implement the installation of the scrubbers 


with any chance of meeting the five year deadline, and just in the first two years, the 


costs will exceed $200 million.  Even if OG&E were able to roll some of those costs into 


its rate structure, this will have an obvious adverse effect on the citizens of Oklahoma and 


Arkansas who have to pay those higher electricity rates.  In today’s economic climate, 


those very real economic impacts of EPA’s FIP cannot and should not be ignored. 


Moreover, a stay of the effective date of the FIP would also reflect an appropriate 


respect for State sovereignty as embodied in the regional haze provisions of the CAA and 


the RHR.  While EPA has indicated its disagreement with Oklahoma’s BART 


determinations with respect to the OG&E Units, Congress’s unquestioned intent to make 


the States the lead entity in designing regional haze programs counsels in favor of a stay 


where EPA has taken the extraordinary step of rejecting Oklahoma’s exercise of that 


Congressional authority and substituted its own conclusions in place of the State’s 


considered judgment.  Moreover, a stay would give the EPA the opportunity to correct its 


fatally defective rule-making process and allow it to provide proper notice and comment 


on its newly formulated approaches.  It also would allow the affected parties and EPA the 


opportunity to disentangle the error created by EPA’s simultaneous consideration of the 
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Oklahoma SIP and its promulgation of the Oklahoma FIP, particularly if EPA also grants 


Petitioners’ request for reconsideration. See 42 U.S.C. § 7410(c) (requiring final action 


on a SIP as predicate for promulgation of a FIP).   


On the other hand, granting Petitioners’ stay request will have no negative 


consequences.  Congress has established the goal for the regional haze program to be 


achieving “natural visibility conditions by the year 2064.” See 40 C.F.R. 


§ 51.308(d)(1)(i)(B).  Even if the Final Rule is ultimately upheld, a 2-3 year delay in the 


effective date of the FIP portion of the Final Rule pending judicial review will not 


interfere with achieving the Congressional objective for visibility.  Indeed, though 


Congress first adopted the regional haze provisions in 1990, EPA itself delayed taking 


action to formulate the RHR for almost ten years. See 64 Fed. Reg. 35,714 (July 1, 


1999).  Importantly, the regional haze statutory provisions and the RHR do not address 


matters of public health.  Instead, the regional haze program is designed for the 


prevention and remedying of impairment of visibility in national parks and other public 


lands. See 42 U.S.C. § 7491(a)(1).  Thus, delaying the effective date of the FIP does not 


create any health risks to the public, much less risks that would justify compelling 


immediate capital projects that will be expensive and disruptive of the State economy and 


OG&E’s electric generating operations.  See, e.g., Tate Access Floors, Inc. v. Interface 


Architectural Res., Inc., 279 F.3d 1357, 1364 (Fed. Cir. 2002) (noting the absence of a 


public health threat as a significant factor favoring a preliminary injunction). 
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CONCLUSION


For the foregoing reasons, the Court should stay the effective date for the FIP 


provisions in the Final Rule pending completion of judicial review.   


Dated:  April 4, 2012
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Attorney General Pruitt Joins Six Attorneys General in Lawsuit Defending Religious Liberty 



OKLAHOMA CITY – Attorney General Scott Pruitt was among seven attorneys general to file a lawsuit Thursday against the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, challenging the federal government’s requirement that religious employers offer health insurance coverage for sterilization services that conflict with their religious beliefs.



The complaint, filed today in U.S. District Court in Nebraska, challenges the constitutionality of the federal government’s impending mandate, claiming the requirement would be an unprecedented invasion of First Amendment rights to free speech, free exercise of religion and free association.



“Any regulation that requires a religious group to violate their lawful beliefs and practices goes directly against the ideals that our Founding Fathers set in place to protect Americans from an overbearing and intrusive government,” Pruitt said. “It conflicts with the most basic elements of freedom provided to all Americans to practice their lawful religion wherever, whenever and however they choose. For that reason, we have filed a lawsuit asking the Court to find the regulation unconstitutional.”



Earlier this month, the AGs sent a letter to U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, Labor Secretary Hilda Solis and Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner in opposition to the mandate, warning of a possible challenge in court if the mandate wasn’t withdrawn.   

“The First Amendment has, for centuries, served as a rampart against government interference with religious liberty,” the lawsuit states. “The Federal Government’s regulation … would break through that rampart and leave countless additional religious freedoms vulnerable to government intrusion and negation through coercion.”



The lawsuit was joined by several Catholic organizations and individuals. For a copy of the 25-page lawsuit, go online to www.oag.ok.gov.
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STATE OF TEXAS, by and through 


GREG ABBOTT, ATTORNEY GENERAL 


OF THE STATE OF TEXAS; 


 


STATE OF FLORIDA, by and through 


PAM BONDI, ATTORNEY GENERAL 


OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA; 


 


STATE OF OHIO, by and through  


MICHAEL DeWINE, ATTORNEY GENERAL  


OF THE STATE OF OHIO; 


 


STATE OF OKLAHOMA, by and through 


SCOTT PRUITT, ATTORNEY GENERAL 


OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA; 


 


SISTER MARY CATHERINE, CK, an 


individual; 


 


STACY MOLAI, an individual; 


 


CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES, a Nebraska 


non-profit corporation; 


 


PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, a 


Nebraska non-profit corporation 
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and  


 


THE CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF 


SOCIETY OF AMERICA, a Nebraska non-


profit corporation; 


 


 


 Plaintiffs,       


         


v.         


 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 


HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES; 


KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, in her official 


capacity as the Secretary of the United States 


Department of Health and Human Services; 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 


THE TREASURY; TIMOTHY F. 


GEITHNER, in his official capacity as the 


Secretary of the United States Department 


of the Treasury; UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR; and HILDA 


L. SOLIS, in her official capacity as Secretary 


of the United States Department of Labor, 


 


 Defendants. 


___________________________________________ 


 


COMPLAINT  
 


 Plaintiffs, STATE OF NEBRASKA, by and through JON BRUNING, 


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEBRASKA, STATE OF SOUTH 


CAROLINA, by and through ALAN WILSON, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, BILL SCHUETTE, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 


THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN,, 


STATE OF TEXAS, by and through GREG ABBOTT, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 


THE STATE OF TEXAS, STATE OF FLORIDA, by and through PAM BONDI, 
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ATTORNEY GENERALOF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, STATE OF OHIO, by and 


through MICHAEL DeWINE, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF OHIO, 


STATE OF OKLAHOMA, by and through SCOTT PRUITT, ATTORNEY GENERAL 


OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA, SISTER MARY CATHERINE, CK, STACY 


MOLAI, CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES, PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, and 


THE CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF SOCIETY OF AMERICA, file this action against 


Defendants, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 


SERVICES (“HHS”); KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, in her official capacity as the Secretary 


of HHS; UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY (“Treasury”); 


TIMOTHY F. GEITHNER, in his official capacity as the Secretary of the Treasury; 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR (“DOL”); and HILDA L. SOLIS, in her 


official capacity as the Secretary of DOL (collectively, the “Federal Government”), and 


state: 


BACKGROUND 


 


1. In this action, Plaintiffs challenge the constitutionality of a regulation 


promulgated by the Federal Government which would coerce religious organizations, 


institutions, care providers, outreach groups, and social service agencies, among others, 


to directly subsidize contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and related services in 


contravention with their religious beliefs. 


2. The First Amendment to the United States Constitution protects the free 


exercise of religion and the freedom of speech by forbidding the Federal Government 
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from directing individuals and organizations to subsidize, promote, or affirm products, 


services, and activity in direct contravention with the tenets of their religious faith. 


3. The First Amendment has, for centuries, served as a rampart against 


government interference with religious liberty.   


4. The Federal Government’s regulation, which Plaintiffs challenge herein, 


would break through that rampart and leave countless additional religious freedoms 


vulnerable to government intrusion and negation through coercion. 


5. The Federal Government’s regulation is an unprecedented invasion of the 


Plaintiffs’ First Amendment rights to free speech, free exercise of religion, and free 


association. 


6. Accordingly, Plaintiffs ask this Court to find the Federal Government’s 


regulation unconstitutional as a direct violation of the First Amendment to the United 


States Constitution. 


JURISDICTION AND VENUE 


7. The Court has subject-matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331 


and § 1361 because this action arises under the Constitution and laws of the United 


States.  This Court has jurisdiction to render declaratory and injunctive relief under 28 


U.S.C. § 2201 and §2202 and 42 U.S.C. § 2000bb. 


8. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(e)(1)(c) 


because no real property is involved, Plaintiffs State of Nebraska, Sister Mary Catherine, 


CK, Stacy Molai, Catholic Social Services, Pius X High School, and The Catholic 
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Mutual Relief Society of America are located in Nebraska and the defendants are 


agencies of the United States or officers thereof acting in their official capacity.  


PARTIES 


 


9. The State of Nebraska is a sovereign state and protector of the individual 


freedom, public health, and welfare of its citizens and residents.  Jon Bruning, Attorney 


General of Nebraska, has been directly elected by the people of Nebraska to serve as their 


chief legal officer and exercises broad statutory and common law authority to protect the 


rights of the State of Nebraska and its people.  The State, by and through the Attorney 


General, has standing to assert the unconstitutionality of the Rule.  He is authorized to 


appear for the State and prosecute and defend any cause or matter, civil or criminal, in 


which the State may be a party or interested.  Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-203.  


10. The State of South Carolina, by and through Alan Wilson, Attorney 


General of South Carolina, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 


11. Bill Schuette, Attorney General of Michigan, is bringing this action on 


behalf of the People of Michigan under Mich. Comp. Law § 14.28, which provides that 


the Michigan Attorney General may “appear for the people of [Michigan] in any other 


court or tribunal, in any cause or matter, civil or criminal, in which the people of 


[Michigan] may be a party or interested.” Under Michigan’s constitution, the people are 


sovereign. Mich. Const. art. I, § 1 (“All political power is inherent in the people. 


Government is instituted for their equal benefit, security, and protection.”). 


12. The State of Texas, by and through Greg Abbott, Attorney General of 


Texas, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 
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13. The State of Florida, by and through Pam Bondi, Attorney General of 


Florida, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 


14. The State of Ohio, by and through Michael DeWine, Attorney General of 


Ohio, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 


15. The State of Oklahoma, by and through Scott Pruitt, Attorney General of 


Oklahoma, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 


16.  Plaintiff Sister Mary Catherine, CK is an individual Catholic nun 


affiliated with the School Sisters of Christ the King, a Catholic order located in Lincoln, 


Nebraska. 


17. Sister Mary Catherine is covered by a health insurance plan with Blue 


Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska through the Catholic Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska. 


18. Health Insurance coverage of services for purposes of contraception, 


abortifacients, or sterilization is in contravention with Sister Mary Catherine’s religious 


beliefs. 


19. Sister Mary Catherine’s health insurance plan has been specifically 


contracted for to exclude coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, 


sterilization, and related services. 


20. Sister Mary Catherine will drop her private health insurance coverage if 


retaining such coverage would result in the subsidization of contraception, abortifacients, 


sterilization, and related services. 
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21. Sister Mary Catherine’s current health insurance plan is not grandfathered 


from ACA requirements; accordingly, her plan is subject to the Rule’s contraceptive 


coverage requirements immediately upon the Rule taking effect. 


22. Plaintiff Stacy Molai is a Catholic individual residing in Omaha, 


Nebraska. 


23. Molai is a Catholic missionary employed by the Fellowship of Catholic 


University Students (“FOCUS”), a Catholic organization engaged in ministry and 


outreach on college campuses throughout the United States and around the world. 


24. Molai is covered by a health insurance plan with Cigna through FOCUS. 


25. Coverage of services for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, or 


sterilization is in contravention with Molai’s religious beliefs. 


26. Molai’s health insurance plan has been specifically contracted for to 


exclude coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and related 


services. 


27. Molai suffers from an incurable chronic illness which requires substantial 


ongoing care. 


28. Molai’s condition requires her to incur medical care and supply costs of 


$300 to $400 per month. 


29. Molai’s condition occasionally necessitates hospitalization and surgery.  


Each such occurrence incurs costs of $3,000 to $5,000 per event. 


30. Health insurance coverage is critical to Molai in order to avoid financial 


ruin and possibly life threatening consequences.  However, she would drop such coverage 
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if it would result in her subsidization of contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and 


related services. 


31. Molai’s current health insurance plan is grandfathered from ACA 


requirements. 


32. Upon which time Molai or her employer, FOCUS, substantially changes 


any aspect of Molai’s health insurance plan, Molai’s plan will immediately become 


subject to ACA requirements and the contraceptive coverage Rule promulgated pursuant 


thereto. 


33. Since the ACA’s grandfathering exemption does not apply to health 


insurance plans which substantially change after March 23, 2010, Molai is trapped in her 


current plan if she wishes to remain grandfathered from ACA requirements. 


34. Plaintiff Catholic Social Services, a Nebraska non-profit corporation, is a 


faith-based charity services provider and is a Catholic religious organization employer 


located in Lincoln, Nebraska, Hastings, Nebraska, and other cities. 


35. Catholic Social Services is an affiliated entity of the Catholic Diocese of 


Lincoln, Nebraska providing social charity to persons in southern Nebraska including 


housing, food, clothing, financial, refugee, emergency, and other services. 


36. Catholic Social Services employs individuals who seek a structured, 


systematic formation program centered on the Catholic faith and has more than 50 


persons on staff.  
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37. Catholic Social Services’ purpose is to serve persons of all religious and 


ethnic backgrounds and is not limited in its provision of services to person who share its 


religious tenets.  


38. Though Catholic Social Services exists and conducts its ministry pursuant 


to a religiously-rooted sense of purpose, mission, and duty, its primary operational 


purpose is not the inculcation of religious values.  


39. Catholic Social Services is covered by a health insurance plan with Blue 


Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska through the Catholic Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska.  


40. Health insurance coverage of services for purposes of contraception, 


abortifacients, or sterilization is in contravention with Catholic teaching and doctrine 


adhered to and followed by Catholic Social Services. 


41. Catholic Social Services’ health insurance plan has been specifically 


contracted for to exclude coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, 


sterilization, and related services.  


42. Catholic Social Services will drop its private health insurance coverage if 


retaining such coverage would result in its subsidization of services for purposes of 


contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, or related services. 


43. Catholic Social Services’ current health insurance plan is not 


grandfathered from ACA requirements; accordingly, its plan is subject to the Rule’s 


contraceptive coverage requirements immediately upon the Rule taking effect.  
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44. Plaintiff Pius X Catholic High School (“Pius X”) is a Nebraska non-profit 


corporation and is the sole Catholic high school for the City of Lincoln and the Diocese 


of Lincoln, Nebraska with an enrollment of more than 1,000 students in grades 9-12. 


45. Pius X employs more than 70 faculty and staff. 


46. Pius X is dedicated to a Christ-centered education that integrates Catholic 


values in all areas of life and providing academic preparation of the highest quality in a 


disciplined environment.  


47. Pius X is covered by a health insurance plan with Blue Cross Blue Shield 


of Nebraska through the Catholic Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska.  


48. Health insurance coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, 


sterilization, or other services is in contravention with Catholic teaching and doctrine 


adhered to and followed by Pius X. 


49. Pius X’s health insurance plan has been specifically contracted for to 


exclude coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and related 


services.  


50. Pius X’s current health insurance plan is not grandfathered from ACA 


requirements; accordingly, its plan is subject to the Rule’s contraceptive coverage 


requirements immediately upon the Rule taking effect.  


51. Plaintiff The Catholic Mutual Relief Society of America (“Catholic 


Mutual”) is a non-profit religious 501 (c)(3) organization with its principle place of 


business located in Omaha, Nebraska. 
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52. Catholic Mutual provides health coverage to its employees through a 


group health plan. 


53. Catholic Mutual is an equal opportunity employer who seeks highly-


qualified and driven employees and does not primarily employ persons who share 


Catholic Mutual’s religious tenets. 


54. Catholic Mutual does not inquire as to the religious affiliation or beliefs of 


prospective employees. 


55. Although Catholic Mutual exists and conducts its operations pursuant to a 


religious-rooted sense of purpose, mission, and duty, Catholic Mutual’s primary 


operational purpose is not the inculcation of religious values. 


56. Catholic Mutual does not include coverage of services for purposes of 


contraception, abortifacients, or sterilization in its employees’ health insurance plans. 


57. Coverage of services for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, or 


sterilization is in contravention with Catholic teaching and doctrine adhered to and 


followed by Catholic Mutual. 


58. Catholic Mutual’s employees are not offered supplemental insurance plans 


to cover contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and related services in connection 


with their primary employer-subsidized health care plans. 


59. Catholic Mutual’s health insurance plan for its own employees is currently 


grandfathered from ACA’s requirements.   
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60. Since the ACA’s grandfathering exemption does not apply to health 


insurance plans which substantially change after March 23, 2010, Catholic Mutual is 


trapped in its current plan if it wishes to remain grandfathered from ACA requirements. 


61. Catholic Mutual comprehensively evaluates its employee health plan on 


an annual basis. 


62. If Catholic Mutual substantially changes certain aspects of its employee 


health insurance plan, Catholic Mutual will immediately become subject to ACA 


requirements and the contraceptive coverage Rule promulgated pursuant thereto. 


63. Defendant HHS is an agency of the United States, and is responsible for 


administration and enforcement of the Rule. 


64. Defendant Kathleen Sebelius is Secretary of HHS, and is named as a party 


in her official capacity. 


65. Defendant Treasury is an agency of the United States, and is responsible 


for administration and enforcement of the Rule. 


66. Defendant Timothy F. Geithner is Secretary of the Treasury, and is named 


as a party in his official capacity. 


67. Defendant DOL is an agency of the United States, and is responsible for 


administration and enforcement of the Rule. 


68. Defendant Hilda L. Solis is Secretary of DOL, and is named as a party in 


her official capacity. 


NATURE OF THE ACTION 
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69. On February 15, 2012, final rules under a heading titled “Group Health 


Plans and Health Insurance Issuers Relating to Coverage of Preventive Services under the 


Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” (collectively, the “Rule”) were promulgated 


by the Federal Government, ostensibly pursuant to its statutory authority under the 


Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, as amended by the 


Health Care and Education Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-152 (ACA).  77 Fed. Reg. 31, 


8725. 


70. The Rule was definitively and formally promulgated by publication in the 


Federal Register as a “Final Rule;” there is no hint that the Rule is informal, tentative, 


that it is only the ruling of a subordinate official, or that full compliance with the Rule is 


not expected.  77 Fed. Reg. 31, 8725. 


71. Five days prior to formal publication of the Rule in the Federal Register, 


HHS unilaterally issued non-regulatory Guidance ostensibly claiming the Federal 


Government will abide by a “temporary enforcement safe harbor” for the Rule until the 


first plan year that begins on or after August 1, 2013.  Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 


Services, U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services, Guidance on the Temporary 


Enforcement Safe Harbor for Certain Employers, Group Health Plans and Group Health 


Insurance Issuers with Respect to the Requirement to Cover Contraceptive Services 


Without Cost Sharing Under Section 2713 of the Public Health Service Act, Section 


715(a)(1) of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act, and Section 9815(a)(1) of the 


Internal Revenue Code, Feb. 10, 2012 (the “Guidance”) (available at 
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http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02102012/20120210-Preventive-Services-


Bulletin.pdf). 


72. Notwithstanding the Federal Government’s unilateral imposition of a 


“one-year safe harbor from enforcement” of the Rule, Plaintiffs are at risk of imminent 


and irreparable injury from the operation of the Rule upon its effective date of April 16, 


2012.   


73. No discernible statutory or regulatory obstacle exists barring the Federal 


Government from unilaterally withdrawing its promise of a “one-year safe harbor from 


enforcement” of the Rule, upon which time Plaintiffs would suffer immediate irreparable 


harm; accordingly, this Court enjoys the authority to adjudicate Plaintiffs’ claims now. 


74. Notwithstanding Plaintiffs’ ability or inability to qualify for the Federal 


Government’s unilateral promise of a “one-year safe harbor from enforcement” of the 


Rule, Plaintiffs will absolutely be required to comply upon the expiration of the safe 


harbor on August 1, 2013. 


75. The Rule represents an unprecedented encroachment on the liberty of 


individuals, like Plaintiffs Sister Mary Catherine, CK, and Molai, residing in Plaintiffs’ 


States, by mandating that all non-exempt religious organization employers subsidize 


coverage for contraceptives, sterilization, and related patient education and counseling.  


The subsidization of such services is contrary to Plaintiffs Sister Mary Catherine, CK’s  


and Molai’s religious beliefs.   


76. As a result of the Rule’s compulsory violation of Plaintiff Sister Mary 


Catherine, CK’s religious beliefs, Plaintiff Sister Mary Catherine, CK, who has health 
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insurance, will opt out for moral and religious reasons. Provided no other options than 


Medicaid or the state-based health insurance exchange, which also will provide coverage 


conflicting with her beliefs, Plaintiff Sister Mary Catherine, CK will be forced to pay 


civil penalties and forego health insurance altogether.  


77. The Rule represents an unprecedented encroachment on the liberty of 


religious organization employers, including Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services, Pius X 


Catholic High School, and Catholic Mutual, operating in Plaintiffs’ States, by mandating 


that Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services, Pius X High School, and Catholic Mutual 


subsidize coverage for contraceptives, sterilization, and related patient education and 


counseling.   


78. The Rule’s religious employer exemption is insufficiently narrow as it 


fails to cover a significant number of religious organizations who do not “primarily 


serve… persons who share [their] religious tenets”, do not “primarily employ persons 


who share their religious tenets”, or do not have “the inculcation of religious values” as 


their primary operational purpose.   


79. Were Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services, Pius X Catholic High School, 


and Catholic Mutual to attempt to gain the religious employer exemption, it would be 


necessary for Catholic Social Services, Pius X Catholic High School, and Catholic 


Mutual to begin inquiring into the religious affiliation and beliefs of prospective 


employees – a practice in which Catholic Social Services and Catholic Mutual currently 


do not currently engage. 
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80. Plaintiff Pius X Catholic High School has previously, in the context of 


certain generally applicable employer mandates promulgated by the Federal Government, 


enjoyed the certainty of broad religious employer exemptions which protected Pius X 


Catholic High School from being directed to take or subsidize action in contravention 


with Catholic teaching and doctrine adhered to and followed by Pius X Catholic High 


School. 


81. Due to the insufficiently narrow nature of the religious employer 


exemption to the Rule challenged herein, Plaintiffs, including Pius X Catholic High 


School, face great uncertainty in determining whether they will enjoy the same religious 


employer exemptions from government mandates as they have in the past. 


82. In the event Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services, Pius X Catholic High 


School, and Catholic Mutual’s health insurance plans are no longer grandfathered plans, 


the Federal Government has provided two ways in which Plaintiffs can circumvent the 


Rule’s requirements: declining to provide health insurance altogether and face a stiff per-


employee penalty or satisfying all of the criteria to qualify for a “religious employer” 


exemption. 


83. Plaintiffs are not eligible for the Federal Government’s insufficiently 


narrow religious employer exemption to the Rule, based on the Federal Government’s 


stated intent to exclude hospitals, schools, and universities and because Plaintiffs do not 


clearly satisfy all of the exemption’s rigid conjunctive requirements. 


84. As a result of the Rule’s compulsory violation of religious organization 


employers’ religious beliefs, religious organization employers in Plaintiff States, such as 
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Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services and Catholic Mutual, may simply cease the provision 


of health insurance coverage to their employees, rather than subsidize conduct and 


services in violation of their beliefs. 


85. If religious organization employers were to cease provision of health 


insurance in order to avoid the requirements of the Rule, an immediate and substantial 


spike in the number of enrollments in Plaintiff States’ Medicaid programs would result, 


as many impacted employees would invariably shift to Medicaid to remain in compliance 


with the ACA’s individual coverage mandate. 


86. Plaintiff States’ Medicaid programs are already facing the acute strain of 


dramatically increased enrollments due to the ACA’s individual coverage mandate.  


Forcing another round of enrollments will compound this problem and further threaten 


Plaintiff States’ budgetary stability.   


87. In addition, religious organization employers operating in Plaintiffs States 


will cease providing charitable services to persons who do not share their religious tenets, 


in an effort to qualify under the Religious Employer Exemption.  Those people no longer 


served by such charitable services will place further pressure on Plaintiff States’ 


Medicaid programs as they inevitably increase reliance on public resources for support.   


88. To the extent Plaintiffs are currently grandfathered from ACA 


requirements and the contraceptive coverage Rule promulgated pursuant thereto, those 


Plaintiffs are effectively trapped in their current plans if they wish to remain 


grandfathered; any substantial modification of their health insurance plans will bring 


them under the ACA’s requirements and the Rule’s contraceptive coverage coercion. 
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89. Given that the Federal Government itself has conceded that employers and 


individuals will inevitably find it necessary to make substantial modifications to health 


insurance plans, particularly in light of spiraling costs and a fluctuating regulatory 


environment, it is readily apparent that currently-grandfathered Plaintiffs will lose their 


exemption from ACA requirements in the foreseeable future; it is unrealistic to presume 


they can remain grandfathered in perpetuity. 


90. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law.  


CAUSES OF ACTION 


 


COUNT ONE 


 


VIOLATION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT  


FREE SPEECH CLAUSE 


(First Amendment to the United States Constitution)  


91. Plaintiffs reallege, adopt, and incorporate by reference all preceding 


paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 


92. The compelled subsidization of beliefs, with which Plaintiffs do not agree, 


violates the freedom of speech provided by the First Amendment to the United States 


Constitution. 


93. The Rule further violates the First Amendment because it compels 


Plaintiffs to subsidize conduct in violation of their moral and religious beliefs. 


94. The Rule also violates the First Amendment by prohibiting Plaintiffs from 


expressing a message in accordance with their beliefs. 
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COUNT TWO 


VIOLATION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT  


FREE EXERCISE CLAUSE 


(First Amendment to the United States Constitution) 


 


95. Plaintiffs reallege, adopt, and incorporate by reference all preceding 


paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 


96. The Rule violates the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment by 


negating the right of Plaintiffs to act in accordance with their beliefs. 


97. Defendants have created categorical exemptions and individualized 


exemptions to the Rule. 


98. The Rule furthers no compelling governmental interest. 


99. The Rule is not the least restrictive means of furthering Defendants’ stated 


interests. 


100. The Rule imposes a substantial burden on Plaintiffs’ religious exercise. 


101. The Rule coerces Plaintiffs to change or violate their religious beliefs. 


102. The Rule chills Plaintiffs’ religious exercise.  


103. The Rule exposes Plaintiffs to substantial fines for its religious exercise. 


104. The Rule violates the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment by 


negating the right of Plaintiffs to freely practice their religious beliefs without 


government interference. 
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COUNT THREE 


VIOLATION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT  


FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION CLAUSE 


(First Amendment to the United States Constitution) 


 


105. Plaintiffs reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference all preceding 


paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 


106. The Rule violates the Freedom of Association Clause of the First 


Amendment by negating the rights of Plaintiffs to organize voluntary religious 


associations by forcing Plaintiffs to associate with an ideology that violates their religious 


beliefs.  


107. The Rule violates the Freedom of Association Clause of the First 


Amendment by negating the rights of Plaintiffs to organize voluntary religious 


associations that serve persons of other beliefs.  


COUNT FOUR 


 


VIOLATION OF THE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM RESTORATION ACT 


(42 U.S.C. § 2000bb)  


108. Plaintiffs reallege, adopt, and incorporate by reference all preceding 


paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 


109. The Rule works a substantial burden on the Plaintiffs’ ability to freely 


practice their religion, in violation of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (“RFRA”).  


42 U.S.C. § 2000bb. 


110. The Rule chills Plaintiffs’ religious exercise. 


111. The Rule exposes Plaintiffs to substantial fines for its religious exercise. 
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112. The Rule’s “religious employer” exemption violates RFRA because the 


exemption would require the government to troll through an organization’s religious 


beliefs to determine whether the organization is religious enough to be exempt from the 


Rule’s dictates. 


113. The Rule furthers no compelling governmental interest and is not narrowly 


tailored to any compelling governmental interest. 


114. The Rule is not the least restrictive means of furthering Defendants’ stated 


interests. 


115. The Rule’s compulsory funding of contraceptives is a substantial burden 


upon the Plaintiffs because it impermissibly interferes in matters of church faith and 


doctrine. 


116. The Rule puts substantial pressure on religious adherents to modify 


religious beliefs and behavior in order to comply with the Rule’s mandates. 


117. The Rule is a substantial burden on the rights of Plaintiffs to freely 


exercise religion because it forces them to subsidize contraceptives in violation of their 


religious beliefs. 


WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court: 


A. Declare the Rule to be in violation of the First Amendment to the 


Constitution of the United States; 


B. Declare the Rule to be unlawful pursuant to the Religious Freedom 


Restoration Act; 
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C. Declare Defendants to have violated the Plaintiffs’ constitutional rights, as 


aforesaid; 


D. Enjoin Defendants and any other agency or employee acting on behalf of 


the United States from enforcing the Rule against the Plaintiffs, their citizens and 


residents, and any of their agencies or officials or employees, and to take such actions as 


are necessary and proper to remedy their violations deriving from any such actual or 


attempted enforcement; and 


E. Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorney’s fees and costs, and grant such 


other relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 


COUNT FIVE 


DECLARATORY JUDGMENT 


(28 U.S.C. § 2201) 


118. Plaintiffs, including State Plaintiffs whose Medicaid and regulatory 


responsibilities will be severely affected by the Rule,  reallege, adopt, and incorporate by 


reference all preceding paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 


119. There is an actual controversy of sufficient immediacy and concreteness 


relating to the legal rights and duties of the Plaintiffs and their legal relations with the 


Defendants to warrant relief under 28 U.S.C. § 2201.  


120. The harm to the Plaintiffs as a direct result of the Rule is sufficiently real 


and imminent to warrant the issuance of a conclusive declaratory judgment clarifying the 


legal relations of the parties.  


WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court: 
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A. Declare the Rule to be in violation of the First Amendment to the 


Constitution of the United States; 


B. Declare the Rule to be unlawful pursuant to the Religious Freedom 


Restoration Act; 


C. Declare Defendants to have violated the Plaintiffs’ constitutional rights, as 


aforesaid; 


D. Enjoin Defendants and any other agency or employee acting on behalf of 


the United States from enforcing the Rule against the Plaintiffs, their citizens and 


residents, and any of their agencies or officials or employees, and to take such actions as 


are necessary and proper to remedy their violations deriving from any such actual or 


attempted enforcement; and 


E. Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorney’s fees and costs, and grant such 


other relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 


 


Respectfully submitted, 


 


STATE OF NEBRASKA, JON BRUNING 


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEBRASKA 


 


ALAN WILSON,  


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


 


BILL SCHUETTE 


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF MICHIGAN 


 


GREG ABBOTT 


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 


 


PAMELA JO BONDI 


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF FLORIDA 
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MICHAEL DeWINE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OHIO 


 


SCOTT PRUITT,  


ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OKLAHOMA 


 


SISTER MARY CATHERINE, CK,  


 


STACY MOLAI,  


 


CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES,  


 


PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, and  


 


THE CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF 


SOCIETY OF AMERICA,   


 
Plaintiffs.   


 
    BY: JON BRUNING, #20351 
      Attorney General 


 
 
    BY: s/ Katherine J. Spohn _______              


David D. Cookson, #18681 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 
Katherine J. Spohn, #22979 
Special Counsel to the Attorney General 
2115 State Capitol 
Lincoln, NE  68509-8920 
Phone (402) 471-2682 
david.cookson@nebraska.gov 
katie.spohn@nebraska.gov 
 


BY:  s/ Rocky C. Weber   


Rocky C. Weber, #18190 


Crosby Guenzel LLP 


134 S. 13
th


 Street, Suite 400 


Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 


Phone (402) 434-7300 


rcw@crosbylawfirm.com 
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By:  Donald G. Blankenau   


Don Blankenau, #18528 


Blankenau Wilmoth, LLP 


206 South 13
th


 Street, Suite 1425 


Lincoln, NE 68508 


Phone (402) 475-7080 


don@aqualawyers.com 
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Attorney General Scott Pruitt Announces Oklahoma Mortgage 


Settlement with National Servicers  


 


Oklahoma homeowners to receive relief for unfair practices 


 
 


OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt announced Thursday that 


Oklahoma had reached an independent mortgage settlement with five national service providers, 


guaranteeing relief for many Oklahoma homeowners who were victimized by unlawful and 


unfair practices. Oklahoma did not sign-on to a national settlement that the president used to 


restructure the mortgage industry. 


 


“Oklahoma is fortunate to have a stronger housing market and economy than many other states 


that are struggling. This settlement will provide damages to those Oklahomans who did fall 


victim to unfair and unlawful misconduct of mortgage servicing companies, while not exceeding 


the appropriate role and authority of state attorneys general,” Pruitt said.   


 


Pruitt said the Oklahoma settlement requires five servicers – Bank of America, Citigroup, 


JPMorgan Chase, Wells Fargo and GMAC – to pay Oklahoma a total of $18.6 million in 


compensatory damages to resolve claims of unfair and unlawful practices.  The amount was 


determined by the multistate executive committee. 


 


The AG’s Public Protection Unit will process relief applications. 


 


The Oklahoma settlement comes after an 18-month investigation by attorneys general in 50 


states and the U.S. Department of Justice into mortgage servicing practices that contributed to 
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the nation’s mortgage and foreclosure crisis. Shortly after the investigation began the multistate 


working group began negotiating settlement terms with the banks.  


In March, Iowa Attorney General Tom Miller, announced the settlement had expanded beyond 


investigating fraud and unlawful practices and now contained a restructuring of the mortgage 


industry that included mandatory modifications to loans, principle reduction and a potential fine 


of as much as $25 billion. 


On March 16, Pruitt sent a letter to Miller, voicing strong concerns that the settlement greatly 


overreached the authority of state attorneys general and warned the terms created questions of 


fundamental fairness and justice by rewarding homeowners who stopped paying their mortgages 


over families who continued to make payments even if they were underwater on their loans.  


Pruitt also warned the settlement’s structure might encourage more homeowners to default on 


their loans so they could benefit from the settlement. 


 


“We had concerns that what started as an effort to correct specific practices harmful to 


consumers, morphed into an attempt by President Obama to establish an overarching regulatory 


scheme, which Congress had previously rejected, to fundamentally restructure the mortgage 


industry in the United States,” Pruitt said.  


 


While Pruitt stressed that any mortgage lender that engaged in unlawful or deceptive practices 


should be held accountable, he cautioned that the national settlement terms may have 


consequences for community banks and didn’t include Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac, whose 


practices played the biggest role in the mortgage housing crisis. 


 


Pruitt also said he was gravely concerned about the impact of this settlement on local community 


banks. 


 


To comment or file a complaint for foreclosure relief consideration, call the AG’s Public 


Protection Unit at (405) 521-2029, e-mail PublicProtection@oag.ok.gov or go online to the 


Oklahoma Mortgage Settlement Page at www.oag.ok.gov.   


 


Homeowners who believe they may have been wrongly foreclosed upon will need to visit the 


attorney general’s website at www.oag.ok.gov and fill out the necessary paperwork for 


processing a claim. 


 


 


### 
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Hi Diane - The governor is participating in a Heritage Foundation seminar this weekend in San Diego entitled “How
the states can limit the federal levitation.” We want to arm her with as much info as possible about what the
state of Oklahoma has done to push back against the feds, or what we will do, and areas where federal policies
have been intrusive. 
  
I know the AG’s office has filed several lawsuits that might fall under this subject (including the ObamaCare suit).
Would you mind pointing me in the right direction, or shooting me some of the press releases you’ve sent, so I
can start collecting that info? We’d like to make sure to highlight your work. thanks.   
  
  
Alex Weintz 
Communications Director 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
phone: (405) 522-8819 
cell: (405) 535-7317 
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov 
  
  
  
 

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Alex Weintz
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 4:06:00 PM
Attachments: Complaint - Healthcare.pdf

AG Response April 2011.pdf
11-398 bsac State of Oklahoma.pdf

AG materials on health care
 

From: Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 4:06 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend
 
It's attached. 

Diane Clay 
Director of Communications 
Office of the Attorney General 
State of Oklahoma 
313 NE 21 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-0166 
(405) 250-8792 cell 
diane.clay@oag.ok.gov 

  

From:        Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 
To:        "Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov" <Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov> 
Date:        04/17/2012 03:33 PM 
Subject:        RE: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend

Do you have the stuff from early 2011 about the ObamaCare lawsuit? Thanks again 
  
From: Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend 
  
Hi Alex, 

Attached are a few news releases and letters related to federal overreach. Let me know if you have

any questions or need further information. 
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mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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BRIEF OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
AS AMICUS CURIAE 


IN SUPPORT OF RESPONDENTS 
(Addressing Minimum-Coverage Provision) 


STATEMENT OF THE IDENTITY, INTEREST, 
AND AUTHORITY OF AMICUS TO FILE 


 The State of Oklahoma as amicus has an interest 
in the decisions in U.S. Dept. of Health and Human 
Services v. Fla., No. 11-398 because Oklahomans have 
a state constitutional right to be free from any law or 
rule that would compel them to participate in any 
health care system. See Okla. Const. Art. 2, § 37. The 
Affordable Care Act’s individual mandate directly 
conflicts with Oklahoma’s Constitution, and if found 
to be valid, would preempt Oklahoma’s law.1 


--------------------------------- ♦ --------------------------------- 
 


SUMMARY OF THE ARGUMENT 


 The Court should affirm the decision below. The 
Affordable Care Act’s (“ACA”) individual mandate 
exceeds Congress’s commerce power by curtailing 
individual liberty in a way that cannot be reconciled 
with the commerce power’s purpose and textual 
limitations.  


 
 1 Pursuant to Rule 37.4 of the Rules of this Court, the State 
of Oklahoma, as a sovereign State, does not require leave nor 
the consent of the parties to file this amicus curiae brief submit-
ted by its Attorney General. This brief was not written in whole 
or in part by counsel for any party, and no person or entity other 
than the amicus curiae has made a monetary contribution to the 
preparation and submission of this brief. 
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 The primary purpose of the commerce power is to 
prevent state laws that discriminate against inter-
state commerce – not to allow Congress the virtually 
unfettered ability to regulate the lives of Americans. 
That would be a federal police power, and this Court 
has always insisted that the commerce power is no 
such thing.  


 If that is true, and there is no such federal police 
power, then there must be some limiting principle 
placed on the commerce power that prevents it from 
being abused. This case proves that the existing 
limits are inadequate. The Court should articulate 
clear limits that prevent improper curtailments of 
individual liberty – limits that take into account the 
following four factors: 


1. Commerce regulations that apply to all 
citizens, regardless of whether they have 
voluntarily placed themselves in any in-
terstate market, are inherently more re-
strictive of individual liberty than are 
more traditional commerce regulations, 
which place conditions only on those who 
wittingly engage in interstate commerce. 


2. Commerce regulations that mandate 
conduct reduce individual liberty more 
so than regulations that prohibit con-
duct. 


3. Because the commerce power does not 
have the political check that limits the 
use of the taxing power, it has a greater 
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potential to be used in a way that exces-
sively infringes on individual liberty. 


4. Infringements on individual liberty are 
best left to the States, as the state-level 
political process is more responsive and 
sensitive to the will of the people. 


 If these four factors are considered, the Court 
will arrive at a limiting principle that protects indi-
vidual liberty, and the individual mandate will be 
found to be outside those limits. 


--------------------------------- ♦ --------------------------------- 
 


ARGUMENTS AND AUTHORITIES 


Federalism . . . protects the liberty of all per-
sons within a State by ensuring that laws 
enacted in excess of delegated governmental 
power cannot direct or control their actions. 
By denying any one government complete ju-
risdiction over all the concerns of public life, 
federalism protects the liberty of the indi-
vidual from arbitrary power. When govern-
ment acts in excess of its lawful powers, that 
liberty is at stake. Bond v. United States, 131 
S.Ct. 2355, 2364 (2011) (internal citation 
omitted). 


The ACA, with its mandate that as a condition of 
residence all citizens buy a product that many do not 
want, has infringed upon the individual liberty of 
Oklahoma’s citizens. 
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 In effect, Congress has deemed a 20-year-old 
woman in Norman, Oklahoma engaged in no com-
merce at all, to be the regulatory equivalent of an 
eighteen-wheel truck transporting goods on interstate 
highways. That is, both are equally subject to regula-
tion by Congress under the Commerce Clause.  


 The commerce power was never intended to 
create such odd parallels. It was conceived as the 
Founder’s “response to the central problem giving rise 
to the Constitution itself: the absence of any federal 
commerce power under the Articles of Confederation 
. . . the primary use of the Clause was to preclude the 
kind of discriminatory state legislation that had once 
been permissible.” Gonzales v. Raich, 545 U.S. 1, 16 
(2005). The Founders thought the commerce power, 
with its seemingly clear textual limits, hardly suscep-
tible to abuse. Cf. The Federalist No. 45, at 293 
(James Madison) (Clinton Rossiter ed., 1961) (“The 
regulation of commerce . . . seems to be an addition 
which few oppose, and from which no apprehensions 
are entertained.”). Little thought was given to addi-
tional protections in the Bill of Rights to protect 
against abuse of the power, and additional words of 
limitation in the text of the clause were deemed 
unnecessary.  


 With the individual mandate, Congress has 
proven the Founders wrong. Congress incorrectly 
assumed that the commerce power gives the federal 
government virtually “complete jurisdiction over all 
concerns of public life.” Oklahoma submits that in a 
federal system of limited, enumerated powers, the 
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individual mandate must be found to exceed Con-
gress’s commerce power because it infringes on indi-
vidual liberty in a way that was never contemplated 
by the Founders. 


 
I. 


Using the commerce power to regulate those 
who are not actively engaged in interstate 
commerce reduces an individual’s liberty 
more so than using it to regulate those who 
wittingly engage in interstate commerce. 


 Whatever limiting principle the Court decides to 
place on the commerce power – and there must be one 
lest the power be transformed into a federal police 
power – must take into account the power’s effect on 
individual liberty. That is, the commerce power 
cannot be allowed to excessively infringe upon indi-
vidual liberties protected by the federal constitution.2 


 Here is why: it is one thing to regulate those who 
voluntarily choose to engage in interstate commerce. 
But it is quite another to characterize “engagement in 


 
 2 The federal constitution not only protects individual 
liberty through explicit guarantees, but also through the system 
of federalism it establishes. Bond, 131 S.Ct. at 2364 (“By 
denying any one government complete jurisdiction over all the 
concerns of public life, federalism protects the liberty of the 
individual from arbitrary power.”). This redundancy of safety 
measures illustrates just how much value the Founders placed 
on protecting individual liberty, and underscores the importance 
of structural federalism. 
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interstate commerce” in such a way that every citizen 
is subject to regulation – even the unwitting. Indeed, 
Americans are quite accepting of the notion that 
conditions might be imposed upon them when they 
choose to engage in interstate commerce – that is the 
most basic of American bargains. But Americans are 
much less accepting of the notion that a remote 
central government can place conditions on them 
when they choose to do nothing but live. That notion 
is antithetical to fundamental American views on 
individual autonomy. 


 The Court should thus at the outset acknowledge 
that commerce regulations that reach every citizen, 
regardless of their status, are inherently more coer-
cive, and inherently more restrictive of individual 
liberty than those that reach only citizens who have 
wittingly injected themselves into an interstate 
market. 


 
II. 


Commerce regulations that mandate conduct 
reduce an individual’s liberty more so than 
regulations that prohibit conduct. 


 The individual mandate represents Congress’s 
single-most coercive exercise of the commerce power – 
that much seems clear. Some suggest that the novelty 
of the mandate indicates that past Congresses be-
lieved they lacked the commerce power to enact such 
a law. But it might also be the case that Congress 
never passed such a mandate because such a law is 
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vastly more restrictive than more common regula-
tions that prohibit certain conduct. 


 Think about it this way: an individual with $1 to 
spend has a virtually infinite number of ways to 
spend that dollar. If Congress exercises its commerce 
power like it usually does, and passes rules prohibit-
ing the individual from spending that dollar on 
certain things, like illegal drugs or weapons, the ways 
the individual can choose to spend his $1 decrease 
from infinite, to infinite minus only the prohibited 
expenditures. Conversely, when Congress passes a 
regulation mandating the way the individual spends 
their $1, the ways the individual can choose to spend 
their $1 are decreased from infinite to only one. A 
mandate thus tramples on individual choice and 
freedom much more so than a more typical regulatory 
prohibition. That is likely a better answer to the 
questions of why mandates are rare, and that is why 
in close cases involving mandates, the Court should 
view the exercise of the commerce power with ex-
treme skepticism. 


 The Court should thus also acknowledge that, 
regardless of who or what is being regulated, a man-
date reduces individual freedom more than does a 
prohibition. And in a case where the question of 
whether the conduct is subject to commerce regula-
tion is a very close one, this acknowledgment should 
tip the scales in favor of striking down the mandate. 


   







8 


III. 


If Congress wishes to reduce an individual’s 
liberty by enacting laws like the ACA’s indi-
vidual mandate, it should be required to do so 
through its taxing power – rather than the 
commerce power – as the taxing power is 
more checked by the political process and 
thus less susceptible to uses that infringe 
upon individual liberty. 


 Congress could have elected to utilize the taxing 
power to accomplish the ends of the individual man-
date. But it did not because it could not, at least not 
in the political climate that existed at the time. 


 And therein lies the rub of the taxing power. 
When then-presidential candidate George H.W. Bush 
declared, “Read my lips: no new taxes,” he described 
an American hostility towards taxes that has fes-
tered since the Boston Tea Party. That hostility 
towards exercises of the taxing power makes it a 
power that Congress uses at its own risk. Ronald J. 
Krotoszynski, Jr., Reconsidering the Non-Delegation 
Doctrine: Universal Service, The Power to Tax, and 
the Ratification Doctrine, 80 Ind. L.J. 239, 240 (2005) 
(“[F]ew things inspire greater dread in most politi-
cians than the prospect of raising taxes.”). 


 The Founders recognized as much. As a result, 
they did not feel the need to place textual limits on 
the power, nor did they place protections against its 
use in the Bill of Rights. United States v. Kahriger, 
345 U.S. 22, 28 (1953) (“It is axiomatic that the power 
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of Congress to tax is extensive and sometimes falls 
with crushing effect. . . . As is well known, the consti-
tutional restraints on taxing are few.”). With the 
Boston Tea Party still in their recent memory, the 
Founders knew that political pressures exerted by the 
will of the people were more than enough of a check: 


One cannot study American history for long 
before noticing the conspicuous role of tax re-
volts. Time and again Americans have turned 
mutinous against taxes – the Boston Tea Par-
ty, the Whiskey Rebellion, the Depression-era 
tax strikes. “Tax revolts,” as one commentator 
put it, “are as American as 1776.” Kirk J. 
Stark, The Right to Vote on Taxes, 96 Nw. U. 
L. Rev. 191, 191 (2001) (quoting Joseph D. 
Reid, Jr., Tax Revolts in Historical Perspec-
tive, 32 Nat’l Tax J. 67, 69 (1979)) (footnotes 
omitted). 


 So when proponents of the individual mandate 
argue that because Congress could have enacted it 
with its taxing power, “what’s the harm in letting 
them enact it with the commerce power?,” they miss 
the constitutional point. The Federalist No. 33, at 
203-04 (Alexander Hamilton) (Clinton Rossiter ed., 
1961) (“The propriety of a law, in a constitutional 
light, must always be determined by the nature of the 
powers upon which it is founded.”). The taxing power 
and commerce power cannot be coextensive precisely 
because Congress wields the commerce power without 
the stigma that accompanies the taxing power. If the 
commerce power is expanded so that it is coextensive 
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with the taxing power, it will be far too susceptible to 
abuse. 


 
IV. 


Infringements on individual liberty are best 
left to the states, as the state-level political 
process is more responsive and sensitive to 
the will of the people.  


 Were it not for its constitutional amendment, the 
State of Oklahoma, through its general police power, 
could require its citizens to purchase health insur-
ance. This is so because the Founders intended that 
most infringements of individual liberty be left to the 
States, because the individuals affected by such laws 
could more easily use their political will to affect legal 
change at the local, rather than national, level.  


Federalism secures the freedom of the indi-
vidual. It allows States to respond, through 
the enactment of positive law, to the initia-
tive of those who seek a voice in shaping the 
destiny of their own times without having to 
rely solely upon the political processes that 
control a remote central power. Bond, 131 
S.Ct. at 2364; see also The Federalist No. 45, 
at 292-93 (James Madison) (Clinton Rossiter 
ed., 1961) (“The powers reserved to the sev-
eral States will extend to all the objects 
which, in the ordinary course of affairs, con-
cern the lives, liberties, and properties of the 
people.”). 
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This core principle of federalism cannot be ignored 
nor eroded, but it will be if the commerce power is 
transformed into a federal police power. Indeed, the 
fact that 28 of the 50 States have sued seeking to 
invalidate the individual mandate proves the discon-
nect that too often exists between the federal gov-
ernment and the States it was formed to serve. That 
disconnect will be exacerbated so long as the com-
merce power is the functional equivalent of a federal 
police power. The commerce power must therefore be 
limited in a way that acknowledges the federal gov-
ernment’s proper place in our republican form of 
government.  


--------------------------------- ♦ --------------------------------- 
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CONCLUSION 


 For these reasons, the decision below should be 
affirmed, and the individual mandate should be 
declared unconstitutional and its enforcement should 
be permanently enjoined. 


Respectfully submitted, 


E. SCOTT PRUITT 
Attorney General of Oklahoma 


PATRICK R. WYRICK 
Counsel of Record 
Solicitor General 


OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
313 NE 21st Street 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
patrick.wyrick@oag.ok.gov 
405.521.3921 
405.522.0669 FAX 
Attorneys for Respondent 


February 9, 2012 







Diane Clay 
Director of Communications 
Office of the Attorney General 
State of Oklahoma 
313 NE 21 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-0166 
(405) 250-8792 cell 
diane.clay@oag.ok.gov 

 

From:        Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 
To:        "diane.clay@oag.ok.gov" <diane.clay@oag.ok.gov> 
Cc:        Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> 
Date:        04/17/2012 02:25 PM 
Subject:        federal overreach / gov seminar this weekend

 

Hi Diane - The governor is participating in a Heritage Foundation seminar this weekend in San Diego entitled “How
the states can limit the federal levitation.” We want to arm her with as much info as possible about what the
state of Oklahoma has done to push back against the feds, or what we will do, and areas where federal policies
have been intrusive. 
 
I know the AG’s office has filed several lawsuits that might fall under this subject (including the ObamaCare suit).
Would you mind pointing me in the right direction, or shooting me some of the press releases you’ve sent, so I
can start collecting that info? We’d like to make sure to highlight your work. thanks.   
 
 
Alex Weintz 
Communications Director 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
phone: (405) 522-8819 
cell: (405) 535-7317 
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov 
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mailto:diane.clay@oag.ok.gov
mailto:diane.clay@oag.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Final Brief attached: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in Supreme Court

Case Challenging Obamacare
Date: Monday, February 13, 2012 1:27:00 PM
Attachments: 2012 2 13 Healthcare Amicus Brief Final.pdf

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2012 1:29 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Conrad, Matt (GOV); Debbie Hohlt; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: Final Brief attached: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in
Supreme Court Case Challenging Obamacare
 
For those of you waiting on the final brief, please find it attached.  Thanks again for your patience
and for working with us.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2012 1:00 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Conrad, Matt (GOV); Debbie Hohlt; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: FW: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in Supreme Court Case
Challenging Obamacare
 
All:
 
Please find the press release which was just sent regarding the filing of the amicus brief. Please let
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INTEREST OF THE AMICI AND 
BASIS OF AUTHORITY TO FILE 


 The parties to this brief amicus curiae are the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, by and through its Attor-
ney General, the Governor of Virginia, and the Re-
publican Governors Public Policy Committee. This 
brief is authorized to be filed pursuant to Rule 37.4, 
Rules of the United States Supreme Court and the 
blanket consents filed in No. 11-398. In addition to 
the interest asserted by Virginia in support of stand-
ing in No. 11-420, governors have an interest in not 
having to elect between administering an unconstitu-
tional regime or submitting to federal administration 
of the health care law in their states. As chief execu-
tive officers of their States, governors must submit 
and live within balanced budgets while carrying out 
the daily execution of laws imposed upon them by 
their State and the federal government. The admin-
istrative and financial mandates imposed on the 
States through the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 124 Stat. 119 (2010) 
(“PPACA”), will unreasonably burden governors in 
carrying out the duties of their office as imposed by 
their respective state constitutions.  


 Furthermore, PPACA burdens States directly by 
eliminating traditional powers and increasing costs of 
administration. For example, Section 1321 abolishes 
the States’ traditional authority to regulate health in-
surance. This is a responsibility that States have 
taken seriously and are best situated to handle given 
they know best the particular needs of, and are more 
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directly accountable to, their citizens. Additionally, 
Section 2001(a) requires States to increase Medicaid 
eligibility. This will result in as many as 425,000 new 
enrollees in Virginia alone at the cost of $2.2 billion 
between now and 2022. The State of Utah estimates 
that up to 250,000 cases will be added to the rolls as a 
result of PPACA at an initial cost of up to $26,215,150 
simply for systems and case maintenance. 


 On February 1, 2012, the actuarial consulting 
firm Milliman, Inc., released a report commissioned 
by Medicaid Health Plans of America. The report con-
cluded that the PPACA health insurer fee will act as 
a tax on both the United States and the States. This 
will further exacerbate the very difficult fiscal prob-
lems of the States by providing less flexibility with 
Medicaid funding and ultimately resulting in fewer 
choices and services for the poor. 


 The Republican Governors Public Policy Commit-
tee (“RGPPC”) is a Section 501(c)(4) social welfare 
organization incorporated in the District of Columbia. 
Its members are the Republican governors of the U.S. 
States and territories. The RGPPC’s mission includes 
promoting social welfare and efficient and responsible 
government practices; advocating public policies that 
reduce the tax burdens on U.S. citizens, strengthen 
families, promote economic growth and prosperity, 
and improve education; and encouraging citizen par-
ticipation in shaping laws and regulations relating to 
such policies. 


--------------------------------- ♦ --------------------------------- 
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SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT 


 Competing presumptions respecting constitution-
ality are implicated in this suit. The affirmative pre-
sumption of constitutionality should be at its weakest 
because PPACA was adopted outside of regular order 
and because Congress took no hard look at its own 
authority. As a consequence, PPACA has a common 
fame of irregularity. On the other hand, the sheer 
novelty of Congress’s claim to a power, unlimited in 
principle, to require a citizen to purchase a good or 
service from another gives rise to a negative pre-
sumption that no such power exists. 


 Recourse to the usual tools of constitutional in-
terpretation – text, historical context, tradition, and 
precedent – clearly establish that the mandate and 
penalty of PPACA are beyond the affirmative and 
negative limits of the Commerce Clause even as aided 
by the Necessary and Proper Clause.  


--------------------------------- ♦ --------------------------------- 
 


ARGUMENT 


I. THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTION-
ALITY ATTACHING TO PPACA IS WEAK 
OWING TO THE IRREGULAR PARLIA-
MENTARY PROCESS EMPLOYED IN ITS 
ENACTMENT. 


 Even before actually exercising the power of 
judicial review to strike down an act of Congress in 
Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803), 
this Court assumed the existence of the power by 
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reviewing and upholding an act of Congress in Hylton 
v. United States, 3 U.S. (Dall.) 171 (1796). Justice 
Chase, however, remarked in his opinion: “As I do not 
think the tax on carriages is a direct tax, it is unnec-
essary, at this time, for me to determine whether this 
court, constitutionally possesses the power to declare 
an act of Congress void, on the ground of its being 
made contrary to, and in violation of, the constitution; 
but if the court have such power, I am free to declare, 
that I will never exercise it, but in a very clear case.” 
Id. at 175. He repeated this formula with respect to 
treaties in Ware v. Hylton, 3 U.S. (Dall.) 199, 237 
(1796), and again in Calder v. Bull, 3 U.S. (Dall.) 386, 
395 (1798), with respect to a challenge to a state 
law under the ex post facto clause. These statements 
have been viewed as the foundation for a presump-
tion of constitutionality, David P. Currie, The Consti-
tution in the Supreme Court: The First Hundred Years 
1789-1888 33 (1985), although the same author notes 
uncertainty about “its consistency with Marbury’s 
conclusion that the judges are oath-bound to disre-
gard a law that offends the Constitution.” Id. 


 There is doctrinal and philosophical support for 
such a presumption resting upon notions of separa-
tion of powers, particularly where it appears that 
Congress has taken a ‘hard look’ at its own powers. 
See Stephen Breyer, Active Liberty: Interpreting our 
Democratic Constitution 64-65 (2006). But the force 
of any presumption should be at its weakest where 
legislation has a common fame of irregularity such as 
that which attached to the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 
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1854, repealing the Missouri Compromise. 10 Stat. 
277. As reported by The Weekly Standard on January 
31, 2011, pollsters Patrick Caddell and Douglas 
Schoen have written: “it could even be that no such 
piece of major legislation has created the continued, 
vehement public opposition that health care has pro-
voked since the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 . . . ” http:// 
www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/political-consequences- 
obamacare_537735.html, page 1 of 3. 


 Aside from substance, a serious problem with the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act was that it passed the House 
with the aid of those who purported to oppose it on 
the merits. On May 15, 1854, there “was a roll call . . . 
in the House, not the Committee of the Whole, that 
required a two-thirds vote to postpone consideration 
of a Pacific railroad bill from May 16 to May 24 in 
order to allow continued action on the Nebraska bill 
in committee.” Michael F. Holt, The Rise and Fall of 
the American Whig Party 820 (paperback ed. 2003). 
“Had that procedural roll call been defeated, it is 
likely that the Nebraska bill would have been perma-
nently buried, but it passed by a margin of 123-53, 
16 more than the necessary two-thirds majority.” 
Id. There were also resorts to unusual parliamen- 
tary maneuvers. The House manager Alexander H. 
“Stephens would also discover or remember an ob-
scure procedural rule by which the Nebraska bill was 
finally removed from the Committee of the Whole 
without the possibility of further amendment on the 
House Floor and forced a vote on final passage.” Id. 
The vote was 113-110 on accepting the Senate bill as 
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a substitute. Id. at 821. The Senate bill itself had 
passed the Senate a few minutes before five in the 
morning of March 4, following a session of seventeen 
hours. John William Burgess, The Middle Period, 
1817-58 398 (Charles Scribner’s Sons 1897) (Google 
Books). The Albany New York Evening Journal, in 
its May 23, 1854 edition, opined: “It was fitting that 
the Law should be passed as it was. It was in accor-
dance with its spirit that it should be conceived in 
treachery, sprung upon the House by a fraud and 
forced through it by a parliamentary lie.” Bleeding 
Kansas: A Narrative Guide to the Sources, http:// 
www.assumption.edu/ahc/Kansas/default.html, pages 
2-3 of 14. That this reflected mass opinion is sug-
gested by the fact that the Northern Democrats who 
passed the law “suffered a massive rebuke at the 
hands of the electorate.” Holt, supra at 838. 


 Similarly, PPACA was not passed through any 
process resembling regular order. The United States 
Senate passed PPACA on Christmas Eve 2009 as a 
floor substitute on a straight party line vote. The 
legislative vehicle was a House tax bill chosen to sat-
isfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in PPACA. 
See U.S. Const. art. I, § 7; PPACA §§ 9001; 9004; 
9015; 9017; 10907 (taxes). PPACA was passed, with-
out committee hearing or report, employing such 
florid deal-making as to generate scornful popular 
terms like “the Louisiana Purchase” and “the Corn-
husker Kick-back.”  


 PPACA passed the Senate on cloture with consid-
erable minority protest. See, e.g., Cong. Rec. Nov. 2, 
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2009 S10965 (no bill); id., S10973 (bill being drafted 
behind closed doors); id., Nov. 17, 2009 S11397 (“The 
majority leader has had in his office a secret bill that 
he is working on that we have not seen yet.”); id., 
S11401 (No Child Left Behind got 7 weeks on the 
floor – “We don’t even have a bill yet”); id., Nov. 19, 
2009 S11819 (bill is a shell, not a real one); id., Nov. 
30, 2009 S11982 (official debate begins); id., Dec. 3, 
2009 S12263 (bill has been on floor for 3 days and 
never has been in committee); id., Dec. 5, 2009 
S12487 (majority will not slow down); id., Dec. 11, 
2009 S12981 (“We are going to have three Democratic 
amendments and one Republican amendment voted 
on, and the Democrats wrote the bill”); id., S12977 
(votes on amendments blocked; “In the meantime, 
this backroom deal that is being cut, which we 
haven’t seen – supposedly it has been sent to the CBO 
to see what it would cost”); id., Dec. 14, 2009 S13144 
(“There is somewhere in this building a hidden bill, 
known as the manager’s amendment, which is being 
drafted by one or two or three people. . . .”); id., Dec. 
17, 2009 S13344 (bill is not being given the legislative 
time it deserves because the polls show a majority of 
Americans are against it and thus it has become a 
political nightmare for the majority who now simply 
want to ram it through before Christmas even though 
“no one outside the majority leader’s conference room 
has seen it yet”); id., Dec. 22, 2009 S13756 (Nebraska 
deal); id., Mar. 10, 2010 H1307 (reconciliation being 
used because bill could not re-pass the Senate). 
Because an intervening election in Massachusetts 
removed the availability of cloture in the Senate, 
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PPACA was necessarily passed by the House of 
Representatives unaltered. Pub. L. No. 111-152, 124 
Stat. 1029.  


 PPACA has roiled America. In the 2010 midterm 
election, the party that unanimously opposed PPACA 
in the House of Representatives saw its largest 
electoral gains in over seventy years. With the inter-
vention of six additional states in the Florida suit on 
January 19, 2011, it became possible for the first 
time in American history to count a clear majority of 
states in litigation with the federal government, each 
claiming that the federal government has exceeded 
its enumerated powers. That same day the House of 
Representatives voted to repeal PPACA on a vote of 
245 to 189. On January 21, 2011, Oklahoma filed suit 
in the Eastern District of Oklahoma to vindicate a 
recently enacted constitutional amendment which 
conflicts with PPACA.1  


 To the extent that a presumption of constitution-
ality arises from regular order and a hard look by 
Congress at the limits of its own power, those condi-
tions are simply not present with PPACA. On October 
22, 2009, the then Speaker of the House captured a 
certain prevailing mood when she famously replied 
“Are you serious? Are you serious?” when asked 
where the Constitution conferred the power on Con-
gress to require a citizen to purchase a good or a 


 
 1 Oklahoma ex rel. Pruitt v. Sebelius, No. 6:11-cv-0030 (E.D. 
Okla. Jan. 21, 2011). 
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service from another citizen. Matt Cover & Michael 
Chapman, Flashback: Pelosi on Obamacare’s Consti-
tutionality: ‘Are You Serious?,’ http://cnsnews.com/news/ 
article/flashback-pelosi-obamacares-constitutionality-
are-you-serious. 


 
II. THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETO-


FORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED THE POWER 
TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A 
GOOD OR SERVICE FROM ANOTHER CIT-
IZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXIS-
TENCE OF THAT POWER. 


 The Attorney General of Virginia has previously 
noted that: 


This is an odd moment in American history 
for Congress to claim the power to require 
one citizen to purchase a good or service from 
another. It has been asserted only recently 
without judicial foreshadowing or doctrinal 
preparation. Because of its sheer novelty, it 
arrives in the courts with a presumption of 
invalidity. 


Kenneth T. Cuccinelli, II, et al., Why the Debate Over 
the Constitutionality of the Federal Health Care Law 
is About Much More Than Healthcare, 15 Tex. Rev. L. 
& Pol. 334-35 (2011) (citing Free Enterprise Fund v. 
Public Co. Accounting Oversight Bd., 130 S. Ct. 3138, 
3159 (2010); Printz v. United States, 521 U.S. 898, 
918 (1997)). 
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 This Court in Free Enterprise Fund, quoted 
Judge Kavanaugh’s dissent in the Court of Appeals: 


“Perhaps the most telling indication of the se-
vere constitutional problem with the PCAOB 
is the lack of historical precedent for this en-
tity. Neither the majority opinion nor the 
PCAOB nor the United States as intervenor 
has located any historical analogues for this 
novel structure. They have not identified any 
independent agency other than the PCAOB 
that is appointed by and removable only for 
cause by another independent agency.” 


130 S. Ct. at 3159 (quoting Free Enter. v. Public Co. 
Accounting Oversight Bd., 537 F.3d 667, 699 (D.C. 
Cir. 2008) (Kavanaugh, J., dissenting)). 


 In Printz, 521 U.S. at 918, the Court said the fact 
that Congress had not asserted a particular power for 
200 years “tends to negate the existence of that 
power.” See also, Va. Office for Prot. & Advocacy v. 
Stewart, 131 S. Ct. 1632, 1641 (2011) (“Lack of his-
torical precedent can indicate a constitutional infir-
mity.”). 


 In the case of PPACA, the lack of historical 
precedent was well known to Congress before it acted. 
At the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally re-
quires American citizens to purchase a good or service 
from other citizens, namely, a health insurance policy. 
Although Congress purported to be exercising Com-
merce Clause powers in enacting PPACA, this claim 
was known to be problematical. When the Senate Fi-
nance Committee asked the Congressional Research 
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Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty 
would be constitutional, the response was equivocal: 
“Whether such a requirement would be constitutional 
under the Commerce Clause is perhaps the most 
challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is 
a novel issue whether Congress may use this clause 
to require an individual to purchase a good or a ser-
vice.” Jennifer Stahan & Cynthia Brougher, Cong. Re-
search Serv., Requiring Individuals to Obtain Health 
Insurance: A Constitutional Analysis 3 (2009). See 
also, Congressional Budget Office Memorandum, 
The Budgetary Treatment of an Individual Mandate 
to Buy Health Insurance, August 1994 (“A mandate 
requiring all individuals to purchase health insur-
ance would be an unprecedented form of federal 
action.”)  


 
III. THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CON-


TRARY TO THE TEXT OF THE COMMERCE 
CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL UNDER-
STANDINGS. 


A. The Mandate and Penalty are Not Sup-
ported by the Text of the Commerce 
Clause.  


 U.S. Const., art. I, § 8 provides that “The Con-
gress shall have Power . . . To regulate Commerce 
with Foreign Nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian Tribes.” Our classically educated 
Founders would have knownthat the word “com-
merce” is derived from the Latin commercium. See N. 
Baily, Dictionarium Britannicum or a more complete 
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Universal Etymological English Dictionary than any 
Extant (1730); A Pocket Dictionary (3d ed. 1765) (both 
available at The Library of Va. Special Collections). 
Thus, they would have understood commerce as 
comprehending “traffick, dealing, merchandise, 
buying and selling, bartering of wares; also an inter-
course or correspondence of dealing. . . .” Adam Little-
ton, Dr. Adam Littleton’s Latin dictionary, in four 
Parts: I. An English-Latin, II. A Latin-classical, III. A 
Latin-Proper, IV. A Latin-barbarous, Part II (no 
pagination) (6th ed. 1735) (Library of Va.). Had they 
consulted John Mair, The Tyro’s Dictionary, Latin and 
English 96 (2d ed. 1763) (Library of Virginia with 
autograph of Patrick Henry and of Patrick Henry 
Fontaine), they would have seen commercium ren-
dered as “trade, traffic, commerce, intercourse.” 
Those who stopped with an English dictionary might 
have seen commerce defined as “trade or traffick in 
buying or selling.” N. Baily, supra. This collection of 
terms is the way that the word has been historically 
understood both in language and law. Noah Webster 
in 1828 defined commerce as “an interchange or 
mutual change of goods, wares, productions, or prop-
erty of any kind, between nations or individuals, 
either by barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; 
traffick.” Noah Webster, An American Dictionary of 
the English Language 42 (1828) (facsimile). These 
terms echo in Gibbons v. Ogden, 22 U.S. (9 Wheat.) 1, 
189-90 (1824) (“Commerce, undoubtedly is traffic, but 
it is something more: it is intercourse. It describes the 
commercial intercourse between nations, and parts of 
nations, in all its branches, and is regulated by 
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prescribing rules for carrying on that intercourse.”). 
See also Black’s Law Dictionary 304 (9th ed. 2009) 
(“The exchange of goods and services, especially on a 
large scale involving transportation between cities, 
states and nations.”).  


 As Justice Thomas has noted, the founding gen-
eration distinguished between commerce on the one 
hand, and manufacturing or agriculture on the other, 
as distinct things. United States v. Lopez, 514 U.S. 
549, 586 (1995) (Thomas, J., concurring). However, 
there is nothing illogical about the Supreme Court’s 
inclusion of manufacturing and agriculture within 
the modern understanding of commerce because they 
are similar and related things in a continuum of com-
mercial activities. Although expansive when meas-
ured by what had gone before, it was not economically 
illogical to hold that commerce consists of the whole 
of voluntary commercial activity in a certain commod-
ity. Wickard v. Filburn, 317 U.S. 111, 114, 118-19 
(1942). Even where an agricultural product is raised 
for home consumption, it is still part of the total stock 
which in the aggregate regulates and controls price 
through the law of supply and demand. Id.; see also 
Gonzales v. Raich, 545 U.S. 1 (2005).  


 In this respect, even Wickard and Raich fall short 
of doing violence to the understanding of the founding 
generation that commerce, industry, labor, agricul-
ture, trade and navigation were all constituents of 
“a certain propensity in human nature . . . to truck, 
barter, and exchange one thing for another”; the 
end result of which was that mankind brought “the 
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different produces of their respective talent . . . , as it 
were, into a common stock, where every man may 
purchase whatever part of the produce of other men’s 
talents he has occasion for.” Adam Smith, Wealth of 
Nations 9-10, 19, 22-23, 26, 81 (photo. reprint 1991) 
(1776) (facsimile). This is commerce. Its hallmarks 
are spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a com-
mand to buy something. The claim that commerce 
means not commercial activity but mere passivity is 
violently discordant with any normal use of the word 
commerce at the Founding or at any subsequent time. 
Only in the world of post-modernism are words 
infinitely plastic. Any claim that the word commerce 
is sufficiently elastic to support the PPACA mandate 
and penalty treats the text of the Constitution with 
post-modernist disrespect.  


 
B. The Historical Context in which the Com-


merce Clause was Drafted Makes it 
Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power 
to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods 
or Services From Another Citizen.  


 The American Revolution and national inde-
pendence resulted from parliament’s claimed right to 
legislate for America. First, parliament passed the 
Stamp Act, only to see it repealed in the face of furi-
ous opposition. Then came the Townshend Acts, plac-
ing a duty on paper, glass, lead, paint and tea. As the 
struggle continued, all of the taxes except those on 
tea were repealed. That remaining tax, however, led 
to the Boston Tea Party, the Intolerable Acts, and the 
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First Continental Congress. Throughout this period, 
from the Stamp Act forward, Americans responded 
with boycotts under the name of non-importation and 
non-consumption agreements.  


 The Declaration and Resolves of the First Conti-
nental Congress of Oct. 14, 1774 “cheerfully con-
sent[ed] to the operation of such acts of the British 
Parliament, as are bona fide, restrained for the 
regulation of our external commerce, for the purpose 
of securing the commercial advantages of the whole 
empire to the mother-country, and the commercial 
benefits of its respective members.” However, the 
Continental Congress at the same time and in the 
same document promised “[t]o enter into a non-
importation, non-consumption, and non-exportation 
agreement or association.” Charles C. Tansill, Docu-
ments Illustrative of the Formation of the Union of the 
American States, Library of Congress Legislative 
Reference Service, No. 398 (Government Printing 
Office 1927), available at http://avalon.law-yale.edu/ 
18th_century/resolves.asp. Such boycott agreements 
were generally considered lawful even by the royal 
colonial governments. For example “[a]t New York the 
merchants held a meeting to join with the inhabi-
tants of Boston; and against the opinion of the gover-
nor, the royal council decided that the meetings were 
legal; that the people did but establish among them-
selves certain rules of economy, and had a right to 
dispose of their own fortune as they pleased.” George 
Bancroft, History of the United States, Vol. III 287 (D. 
Appleton & Company 1896). Later, in New York, in 







16 


the same colony “where the agreement of non-
importation originated, every one, without so much as 
dissentient, approved it as wise and legal; men in 
high station declared against the revenue acts; and 
the Governor wished their repeal.” Id. at 359. In 
Massachusetts, Governor Hutchinson  


looked to his council; and they would take no 
part in breaking up the system of non-
importation. He called in all the justices who 
lived within fifteen miles; and they thought 
it not incumbent to interrupt the proceed-
ings. He sent the sheriff into the adjourned 
meeting of the merchants with a letter to the 
moderator, requiring them in his majesty’s 
name to disperse; and the meeting of which 
justices of peace, selectmen, representatives, 
constables, and other officers made a part, 
sent him an answer that their assembly was 
warranted by law.  


Id. at 369. Even where legislatures were dissolved 
to prevent the adoption of resolutions, the non-
importation movement flourished. In Virginia, upon 
dissolution of the General Assembly, the burgesses 
met by themselves and “adopted the resolves which 
Washington had brought with him from Mount 
Vernon, and which formed a well digested, stringent, 
and practical scheme of non-importation.” Id. at 348. 
“The assembly of Delaware adopted the Virginia reso-
lutions word for word: and every colony South of 
Virginia followed the example.” Id. In light of this 
experience, the founding generation would have re-
garded as preposterous any suggestion that Great 
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Britain could have solved its colonial problems by 
commanding Americans to purchase tea under the 
generally conceded power of parliament to regulate 
commerce.  


 Additional historical arguments against the power 
of Congress to enact the mandate and penalty can be 
almost endlessly adduced. For example, Alexander 
Hamilton at the New York convention “not[ed] that 
there would be just cause for rejecting the Constitu-
tion if it would enable the Federal Government to 
‘penetrate the recesses of domestic life, and control, in 
all respects, the private conduct of individuals.’ ” 
Lopez, 514 U.S. at 592. What cannot be adduced is a 
countervailing historical example under the Com-
merce Clause in favor of the mandate and penalty. 


 
C. There is No Tradition of Using the Com-


merce Clause to Require a Citizen to 
Purchase Goods or Services from An-
other Citizen.  


 “For nearly a century” after Gibbons v. Ogden, 
the Court’s first Commerce Clause case, its “decisions 
. . . under the Commerce Clause dealt rarely with 
questions of what Congress might do in the exer- 
cise of its granted power under the Clause, and 
almost entirely with the permissibility of state activ-
ity which it was claimed discriminated against or 
burdened interstate commerce.” Wickard, 317 U.S. at 
121. Whatever else might be said about these dor-
mant or negative Commerce Clause cases, they seem 
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to have advanced the core intent of the Commerce 
Clause.  


 Writing in January 1788 in No. 42 of The Feder-
alist, Madison addressed the regulation of foreign and 
Indian commerce without clearly differentiating them 
from interstate commerce. The Founder’s Constitu-
tion, Vol. 2, art. 1, § 8, Clause 3 (Commerce), Doc. 9, 
available at http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/Founders/ 
a1_8_3_commerces9.html. (Univ. of Chicago Press 2010). 
Years later he explained why in a letter dated Febru-
ary 13, 1829 to Joseph C. Cabel.  


For a like reason, I made no reference to the 
“power to regulate commerce among the sev-
eral States.” I always foresaw that difficul-
ties might be started in relation to that 
power which could not be fully explained 
without recurring to views of it, which, how-
ever just, might give birth to specious though 
unsound objections. Being in the same terms 
with the power over foreign commerce, the 
same extent, if taken literally, would belong 
to it. Yet it is very certain that it grew out of 
the abuse of the power by the importing 
States in taxing the non-importing, and was 
intended as a negative and preventive pro-
vision against injustice among the States 
themselves, rather than as a power to be 
used for the positive purposes of the General 
Government, in which alone, however, the 
remedial power could be lodged.  


Id. 
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 There is a sense in which Gibbons v. Ogden can 
be viewed as a negative Commerce Clause case void-
ing a state transportation barrier. Currie, supra at 
173 (“This was the beginning of incessant litigation 
over the extent to which state legislation is precluded 
by the commerce clause”). As a consequence, it would 
be just to conclude that the Commerce Clause func-
tioned just as Madison had expected for the first 
hundred years of national existence. However, begin-
ning with the Interstate Commerce Act in 1887, the 
Sherman Antitrust Act in 1890, and many other en-
actments after the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury, Congress began asserting its positive power 
under the Commerce Clause. In doing so, it was met 
at first with significant checks from the Supreme 
Court. Wickard, 317 U.S. at 121-22, 122, n.20 (collect-
ing cases striking down congressional enactments). In 
general, the Court protected state authority over in-
trastate commerce by excluding from it “activities 
such as ‘production,’ ‘manufacturing,’ and ‘mining,’ ” 
and by removing from its definition activities that 
merely affected interstate commerce, unless the effect 
was “direct” rather than “indirect.” Id. at 119-20. 
With respect to citizens, the reach of the Commerce 
Clause was limited by the Fifth Amendment which, 
prior to the late 1930s, was held to protect economic 
liberty through substantive due process. R.R. Ret. Bd. 
v. Alton R.R. Co., 295 U.S. 330 (1935); see also Lopez, 
514 U.S. at 606 (Souter, J., dissenting). Because this 
regime viewed the regulation even of economic activ-
ity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or 
threatened harm to someone else, Lochner v. New 
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York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the 
Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would have been 
deemed to validly reach inactivity. The question thus 
becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case 
in the post-Lochner era that has extended the Com-
merce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and 
penalty?  


 
D. The Mandate and Penalty are Outside 


the Existing Outer Limits of the Com-
merce Clause and Associated Necessary 
and Proper Clause as Measured by Su-
preme Court Precedent. 


 Although Wickard has been described as “per-
haps the most far reaching example of Commerce 
Clause authority over intrastate activity,” Lopez, 514 
U.S. at 560, it still involved the voluntary activity of 
raising a commodity which, in the aggregate, was 
capable of affecting the common stock of wheat. Some 
of Mr. Filburn’s commodities, as a matter of past 
practice, had been placed into commerce, and home-
grown wheat in the aggregate would affect the total 
common stock, with a resulting effect on price. The 
Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 contained “a 
definition of ‘market’ and its derivatives, so that as 
related to wheat, in addition to its conventional 
meaning, it also mean[t] to dispose of ‘by feeding (in 
any form) to poultry or livestock which, or the prod-
ucts of which, are sold, bartered, or exchanged, or to 
be so disposed of.’ ” Wickard, 317 U.S. at 118-19 
(citation omitted). It was Filburn’s practice to sell 
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milk, poultry and eggs from animals fed with his 
home grown wheat. Id. at 114. The parties stipulated 
that the use of home grown wheat was the largest 
variable (greater than 20 per cent) in the domestic 
consumption of wheat. Id. at 125, 127. This, in turn, 
permitted the Supreme Court to hold that “even if 
[an] activity be local and though it may not be re-
garded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, 
be reached by Congress if it exerts a substantial 
economic effect on interstate commerce, and this ir-
respective of whether such effect is what might at 
some earlier time have been defined as ‘direct’ or 
‘indirect.’ ” Id. at 125 (emphasis added). This marks 
the affirmative outer limits of the Commerce Clause. 


 What Wickard stands for, as Lopez and United 
States v. Morrison, 529 U.S. 598 (2000) make clear, is 
not the proposition that the case “expand[s] the com-
merce power to cover virtually everything,” as used to 
be said. See Currie, supra at 170 n.89. Instead, 
Wickard establishes the principle that, when activity 
has a substantial aggregate impact on interstate 
commerce, there is no as-applied, de minimis consti-
tutional defense to regulation under the Commerce 
Clause. See Raich, 545 U.S. at 47-48 (O’Connor, J., 
dissenting) (“The task is to identify a mode of analy-
sis that allows Congress to regulate more than noth-
ing (by declining to reduce each case to its litigants) 
and less than everything (by declining to let Congress 
set the terms of analysis.”)).  
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 Wickard represented itself as a return to the pure 
and sweeping doctrine established by Gibbons there-
by correcting the Supreme Court’s excursion into 
Lochnerism. Wickard, 317 U.S. at 119-25. However, 
the dictum of the Wickard Court that Chief Justice 
Marshall had made statements in Gibbons with res-
pect to the Commerce Clause “warning that effective 
restraints on its exercise must proceed from political 
rather than from judicial processes” is a tautology 
that conceals more than it reveals. Wickard, 317 
U.S. at 120. It is a tautology because it is true of any 
enumerated power that, when Congress is validly 
acting under the power, the only effective restraints 
are political unless some other positive prohibition 
applies. See Morrison, 529 U.S. at 616 n.7 (The “as-
sertion that from Gibbons on, public opinion has been 
the only restraint on the congressional exercise of the 
commerce power is true only insofar as it contends 
that political accountability is and has been the only 
limit on Congress’ exercise of the commerce power 
within that power’s outer bounds . . . Gibbons did not 
remove from this Court the authority to define that 
boundary.”) (emphasis in original). What the Wickard 
tautology also conceals is Marshall’s actual holding in 
Gibbons that the terms “to regulate” and “Commerce 
. . . among the several States” are bounded, with 
judicially ascertainable meaning, and his further 
holding that the Commerce Clause does not reach 
transactions that affect only intrastate commerce. 
Gibbons, 22 U.S. (9 Wheat.) at 189-90, 196.  
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 Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded 
no further than to hold that Congress can regulate 
three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) “use of 
the channels of interstate commerce” (2) “the instru-
mentalities of interstate commerce,” and (3) “activ-
ities that substantially affect interstate commerce.” 
Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59 (emphasis added). The 
majority in Raich went no further than to display a 
willingness to accept congressional findings that home-
grown marijuana in the aggregate has a substantial 
effect on interstate commerce. Raich, 545 U.S. at 18-
19. The challenge in Raich was not facial, but in-
volved an atomized, as-applied challenge of the sort 
foreclosed by Wickard. Id. at 15, 23.  


 In addition to the affirmative, tripartite defini-
tion of the commerce power, the Supreme Court has 
developed a workable negative rule for determining 
when the outer limits of the Commerce Clause have 
been exceeded: a facial challenge will succeed when 
Congress seeks to regulate non-economic activities, 
particularly where the claimed power has no princi-
pled limits, requiring the Court “to conclude that the 
Constitution’s enumeration of powers does not pre-
suppose something not enumerated and that there 
never will be a distinction between what is truly 
national and what is truly local.” Lopez, 514 U.S. at 
567-68. (Chief Justice Rehnquist for the Court, joined 
by Justices O’Connor, Scalia, Kennedy, and Thomas) 
(citations omitted). As Justice Kennedy stated in 
his concurrence in Lopez: “Although it is the obliga-
tion of all officers of the Government to respect the 
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constitutional design, the Federal balance is too es-
sential a part of our constitutional structure and 
plays too vital a role in securing freedom for us to 
admit inability to intervene when one or the other 
level of Government has tipped the scales too far.” Id. 
at 578 (citations omitted).  


 That principle was found applicable in Morrison 
because the federal government was attempting to 
exercise police powers denied to it by the Constitu-
tion. Morrison, 529 U.S. at 618-19 (“ ‘We always have 
rejected readings of the Commerce Clause and the 
scope of federal power that would permit Congress to 
exercise a police power.’ ”) (emphasis in original) (cita-
tions omitted). Not only are the mandate and its pen-
alty provision a part of the police power conceptually, 
but historically, commands to act, such as vaccination 
and school attendance laws, have been justified under 
the state police power. See Gonzales v. Oregon, 546 
U.S. 243, 270 (2006) (“protection of the lives, limbs, 
health, comfort and quiet of all persons” falls within 
state police power).  


 None of this is changed by an appeal to the Nec-
essary and Proper Clause. Each enumerated power of 
Congress is modified by this statement: “To make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carry-
ing into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other 
Powers vested by this Constitution in the Govern-
ment of the United States, or in any Department or 
Officer thereof.” However, that provision “is not itself 
a grant of power.” Kinsella v. Singleton, 361 U.S. 234, 
247-48 (1960). Furthermore, the affirmative outer 
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limit of the Commerce Clause relevant to this case – 
activities substantially affecting interstate commerce 
– itself depends upon the Necessary and Proper 
Clause. Katzenbach v. McClung, 379 U.S. 294, 301-02 
(1964); United States v. Wrightwood Dairy Co., 315 
U.S. 110, 119 (1942). It would be wrong to assume 
that such power is part of the Commerce Clause 
itself, which can then be infinitely extended by the 
Necessary and Proper Clause. See Raich, 545 U.S. at 
34 (Scalia, J., concurring in the judgment) (“Con-
gress’s regulatory authority over intrastate activities 
that are not themselves part of interstate commerce 
(including activities that have a substantial effect on 
interstate commerce) derives from the Necessary and 
Proper Clause.”). Taken together, these cases recog-
nize that Congress can regulate intrastate activity 
where such regulation is connected with and appro-
priate to Congress’ power to regulate the interstate 
market.  


 In this way, Congress’s power remains tethered 
to the text of the Commerce Clause. It may reach 
interstate commerce directly. It may reach economic 
intrastate activities substantially affecting interstate 
commerce even before they ripen into “commerce” 
through trade, barter or sale, if they affect the com-
mon stock of a commodity. See Raich 545 U.S. at 17; 
Wickard, 317 U.S. at 124-25. Regulation may reach 
many things under the Necessary and Proper Clause. 
However, the mode of regulation must fit the enu-
merated power by executing it – not by altering its 
character. And the question of fit is irrelevant unless 
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the thing being regulated is proper. Textually and 
according to precedent, there is a proper prong to the 
Necessary and Proper Clause: 


When a “Law . . . for carrying into Execution” 
the Commerce Clause violates the principle 
of State sovereignty reflected in the various 
constitutional provisions . . . , it is not a “Law 
. . . proper for carrying into Execution the 
Commerce Clause,” and is thus, in the words 
of The Federalist, “merely [an] act of usurpa-
tion” which “deserves to be treated as such.”  


Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-24 (emphasis in original) 
(internal citation omitted). The “various constitu-
tional provisions” referred to by the Court are those 
that underlie structural federalism, including the 
limitation of federal power to enumerated, delegated 
powers. Hence, any application of the Necessary and 
Proper Clause that renders the concept of enumer-
ated powers superfluous, and is tantamount to the 
creation of a national police power, fails under the 
proper prong. 


 Nor does United States v. Comstock, 130 S. Ct. 
1949 (2010), alter this analysis. Instead it recognizes 
that Morrison’s negative outer limit denying the na-
tional government a police power applies to the 
Necessary and Proper Clause. Comstock, 130 S. Ct. at 
1964 (“Nor need we fear that our holding today 
confers on Congress a general ‘police power, which the 
Founders denied the National Government and re-
posed in the States.’ ”) (quoting Morrison, 529 U.S. at 
618). Justice Kennedy in his concurrence in the 
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judgment in Comstock expressly stated: “It is of fun-
damental importance to consider whether essential 
attributes of State sovereignty are compromised by 
the assertion of federal power under the Necessary 
and Proper Clause; if so, that is a factor suggesting 
that the power is not one properly within the reach of 
federal power.” Id. at 1967.  


 Furthermore, this Court elsewhere has emphati-
cally held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is 
limited by general principles of federalism independ-
ent of any direct prohibition. Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 
706, 732-33 (1999) (“When a ‘Law . . . for carrying 
into Execution’ the Commerce Clause violates the 
principle of state sovereignty reflected in the various 
constitutional provisions . . . it is not a ‘Law . . . 
proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce 
Clause,’ and is thus, in the words of The Federalist, 
‘merely [an] act of usurpation’ which ‘deserves to be 
treated as such.’ ”) (quoting Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-
24). Not only are there clear federalism limits on the 
Necessary and Proper Clause, but those limits compel 
the conclusion that any attempt to exercise an 
unenumerated power, such as regulating the status of 
being uninsured, for the purpose of making the 
regulation of an enumerated power more efficient, is 
improper because the unenumerated power is, by 
definition, reserved to the States. Once it is deter-
mined that an enactment is improper in this sense, 
there is nothing further to consider under the Neces-
sary and Proper Clause. That is why the majority 
opinions in Morrison and Lopez find it unnecessary to 
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engage the Clause. It simply does not matter how 
“necessary” the mandate and penalty might be to the 
congressional scheme if the end being pursued is 
improper under the Necessary and Proper Clause. 
That is the end of it.  


--------------------------------- ♦ --------------------------------- 
 


CONCLUSION 


 This Court should affirm the holding of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Cir-
cuit that the mandate and penalty of PPACA exceed 
the enumerated powers of Congress and that the 
mandate and penalty cannot be sustained under the 
Commerce Clause even as aided by the Necessary 
and Proper Clause. 
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Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in

Supreme Court Case Challenging Obamacare
 
The Republican Governors Association policy arm, the Republican Governors Public Policy
Committee, filed an amicus brief with the United States Supreme Court arguing against the
constitutionality of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  The brief was filed
through Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli and the Commonwealth of Virginia.
 
The filing marks the first time that the Republican Governors Public Policy Committee has
ever submitted an amicus brief to the Supreme Court.
 
“While the amicus focuses on the individual mandate, this case is about far more than just
that component,” said RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell.  “The Obama administration’s
healthcare takeover grants sweeping authority to the federal bureaucracy to dictate to
individuals, churches, charities, hospitals, schools, businesses and states how they must
operate. This is the opposite of the vision of America set forth by our nation’s founders.”
 
“At its core, this case is about the future of America, and whether we maintain our identity as
a federal republic, or creep ever closer to a centralized government in which all the power
flows out of Washington,” McDonnell concluded.
 
The full brief can be found by clicking HERE, and a summary of its arguments is below:
 

SUMMARY
 

I.          THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY ATTACHING TO PPACA
IS WEAK OWING TO THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS EMPLOYED IN ITS
ENACTMENT.  There is doctrinal and philosophical support for such a presumption resting
upon notions of separation of powers, particularly where it appears PPACA was not passed
through any process resembling regular order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late
on Christmas Eve 2009 as a floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative
vehicle was a House tax bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in
PPACA.   PPACA passed the Senate on cloture with considerable minority protest. To the
extent that a presumption of constitutionality arises from regular order and a hard look by
Congress at the limits of its own power, those conditions are simply not present.           
 
II.        THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED
THE POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A GOOD OR SERVICE
FROM ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXISTENCE OF THAT
POWER.  In the case of PPACA, the lack of historical precedent was well known to
Congress before it acted.  At the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires
American citizens to purchase a good or service from other citizens, namely, a health
insurance policy.  When the Senate Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research
Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty would be constitutional, the response was
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equivocal:  "Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce
Clause is perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is a novel
issue whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to purchase a good or a
service."      
 
III.       THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CONTRARY TO THE TEXT OF THE
COMMERCE CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS.     
 
A.        The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the Commerce
Clause.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or mutual change of
goods, wares, productions, or property of any kind, between nations or individuals, either by
barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  This is commerce.  Its hallmarks are
spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a command to buy something.  The claim that
commerce means not commercial activity but mere passivity is violently discordant with any
normal use of the word commerce at the founding or at any subsequent time.  
 
B.        The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted Makes it
Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods or
Services From Another Citizen.  The founding generation would have regarded as
preposterous any suggestion that Great Britain could have solved its colonial problems by
commanding Americans to purchase tea under the generally conceded power of parliament to
regulate commerce.      
 
C.        There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a Citizen to
Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen.  Because this regime viewed the
regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or threatened
harm to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the
Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The
question thus becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that
has extended the Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?
 
D.        The Mandate and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the
Commerce Clause and Associated Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by
Supreme Court Precedent. "[E]ven if [an] activity be local and though it may not be
regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by Congress if it exerts a
substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this irrespective of whether such
effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct' or 'indirect.'"  Wickard,
317 U.S.  at 125 (emphasis added).  Wickard marks the affirmative outer limits of the
Commerce Clause.  

 
Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that

Congress can regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the channels of
interstate commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce," and (3) "activities
that substantially affect interstate commerce."  U.S. v. Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59.  “[T]he
Federal balance is too essential a part of our constitutional structure and plays too vital a role
in securing freedom for us to admit inability to intervene when one or the other level of
Government has tipped the scales too far."  Id. at 578.
           

None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  This Court
elsewhere has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is limited by general



principles of federalism independent of any direct prohibition.  Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706
(1999) ("When a 'Law . . . for carrying into Execution' the Commerce Clause violates the
principle of state sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a
'Law . . . proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words
of The Federalist, 'merely [an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'")
(citing Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-24).  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate
and penalty might be to the congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under
the Necessary and Proper Clause.           
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INTEREST OF THE AMICI AND 
BASIS OF AUTHORITY TO FILE 


 The parties to this brief amicus curiae are the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, by and through its Attor-
ney General, the Governor of Virginia, and the Re-
publican Governors Public Policy Committee. This 
brief is authorized to be filed pursuant to Rule 37.4, 
Rules of the United States Supreme Court and the 
blanket consents filed in No. 11-398. In addition to 
the interest asserted by Virginia in support of stand-
ing in No. 11-420, governors have an interest in not 
having to elect between administering an unconstitu-
tional regime or submitting to federal administration 
of the health care law in their states. As chief execu-
tive officers of their States, governors must submit 
and live within balanced budgets while carrying out 
the daily execution of laws imposed upon them by 
their State and the federal government. The admin-
istrative and financial mandates imposed on the 
States through the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 124 Stat. 119 (2010) 
(“PPACA”), will unreasonably burden governors in 
carrying out the duties of their office as imposed by 
their respective state constitutions.  


 Furthermore, PPACA burdens States directly by 
eliminating traditional powers and increasing costs of 
administration. For example, Section 1321 abolishes 
the States’ traditional authority to regulate health in-
surance. This is a responsibility that States have 
taken seriously and are best situated to handle given 
they know best the particular needs of, and are more 
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directly accountable to, their citizens. Additionally, 
Section 2001(a) requires States to increase Medicaid 
eligibility. This will result in as many as 425,000 new 
enrollees in Virginia alone at the cost of $2.2 billion 
between now and 2022. The State of Utah estimates 
that up to 250,000 cases will be added to the rolls as a 
result of PPACA at an initial cost of up to $26,215,150 
simply for systems and case maintenance. 


 On February 1, 2012, the actuarial consulting 
firm Milliman, Inc., released a report commissioned 
by Medicaid Health Plans of America. The report con-
cluded that the PPACA health insurer fee will act as 
a tax on both the United States and the States. This 
will further exacerbate the very difficult fiscal prob-
lems of the States by providing less flexibility with 
Medicaid funding and ultimately resulting in fewer 
choices and services for the poor. 


 The Republican Governors Public Policy Commit-
tee (“RGPPC”) is a Section 501(c)(4) social welfare 
organization incorporated in the District of Columbia. 
Its members are the Republican governors of the U.S. 
States and territories. The RGPPC’s mission includes 
promoting social welfare and efficient and responsible 
government practices; advocating public policies that 
reduce the tax burdens on U.S. citizens, strengthen 
families, promote economic growth and prosperity, 
and improve education; and encouraging citizen par-
ticipation in shaping laws and regulations relating to 
such policies. 


--------------------------------- ♦ --------------------------------- 
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SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT 


 Competing presumptions respecting constitution-
ality are implicated in this suit. The affirmative pre-
sumption of constitutionality should be at its weakest 
because PPACA was adopted outside of regular order 
and because Congress took no hard look at its own 
authority. As a consequence, PPACA has a common 
fame of irregularity. On the other hand, the sheer 
novelty of Congress’s claim to a power, unlimited in 
principle, to require a citizen to purchase a good or 
service from another gives rise to a negative pre-
sumption that no such power exists. 


 Recourse to the usual tools of constitutional in-
terpretation – text, historical context, tradition, and 
precedent – clearly establish that the mandate and 
penalty of PPACA are beyond the affirmative and 
negative limits of the Commerce Clause even as aided 
by the Necessary and Proper Clause.  


--------------------------------- ♦ --------------------------------- 
 


ARGUMENT 


I. THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTION-
ALITY ATTACHING TO PPACA IS WEAK 
OWING TO THE IRREGULAR PARLIA-
MENTARY PROCESS EMPLOYED IN ITS 
ENACTMENT. 


 Even before actually exercising the power of 
judicial review to strike down an act of Congress in 
Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803), 
this Court assumed the existence of the power by 
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reviewing and upholding an act of Congress in Hylton 
v. United States, 3 U.S. (Dall.) 171 (1796). Justice 
Chase, however, remarked in his opinion: “As I do not 
think the tax on carriages is a direct tax, it is unnec-
essary, at this time, for me to determine whether this 
court, constitutionally possesses the power to declare 
an act of Congress void, on the ground of its being 
made contrary to, and in violation of, the constitution; 
but if the court have such power, I am free to declare, 
that I will never exercise it, but in a very clear case.” 
Id. at 175. He repeated this formula with respect to 
treaties in Ware v. Hylton, 3 U.S. (Dall.) 199, 237 
(1796), and again in Calder v. Bull, 3 U.S. (Dall.) 386, 
395 (1798), with respect to a challenge to a state 
law under the ex post facto clause. These statements 
have been viewed as the foundation for a presump-
tion of constitutionality, David P. Currie, The Consti-
tution in the Supreme Court: The First Hundred Years 
1789-1888 33 (1985), although the same author notes 
uncertainty about “its consistency with Marbury’s 
conclusion that the judges are oath-bound to disre-
gard a law that offends the Constitution.” Id. 


 There is doctrinal and philosophical support for 
such a presumption resting upon notions of separa-
tion of powers, particularly where it appears that 
Congress has taken a ‘hard look’ at its own powers. 
See Stephen Breyer, Active Liberty: Interpreting our 
Democratic Constitution 64-65 (2006). But the force 
of any presumption should be at its weakest where 
legislation has a common fame of irregularity such as 
that which attached to the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 







5 


1854, repealing the Missouri Compromise. 10 Stat. 
277. As reported by The Weekly Standard on January 
31, 2011, pollsters Patrick Caddell and Douglas 
Schoen have written: “it could even be that no such 
piece of major legislation has created the continued, 
vehement public opposition that health care has pro-
voked since the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 . . . ” http:// 
www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/political-consequences- 
obamacare_537735.html, page 1 of 3. 


 Aside from substance, a serious problem with the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act was that it passed the House 
with the aid of those who purported to oppose it on 
the merits. On May 15, 1854, there “was a roll call . . . 
in the House, not the Committee of the Whole, that 
required a two-thirds vote to postpone consideration 
of a Pacific railroad bill from May 16 to May 24 in 
order to allow continued action on the Nebraska bill 
in committee.” Michael F. Holt, The Rise and Fall of 
the American Whig Party 820 (paperback ed. 2003). 
“Had that procedural roll call been defeated, it is 
likely that the Nebraska bill would have been perma-
nently buried, but it passed by a margin of 123-53, 
16 more than the necessary two-thirds majority.” 
Id. There were also resorts to unusual parliamen- 
tary maneuvers. The House manager Alexander H. 
“Stephens would also discover or remember an ob-
scure procedural rule by which the Nebraska bill was 
finally removed from the Committee of the Whole 
without the possibility of further amendment on the 
House Floor and forced a vote on final passage.” Id. 
The vote was 113-110 on accepting the Senate bill as 
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a substitute. Id. at 821. The Senate bill itself had 
passed the Senate a few minutes before five in the 
morning of March 4, following a session of seventeen 
hours. John William Burgess, The Middle Period, 
1817-58 398 (Charles Scribner’s Sons 1897) (Google 
Books). The Albany New York Evening Journal, in 
its May 23, 1854 edition, opined: “It was fitting that 
the Law should be passed as it was. It was in accor-
dance with its spirit that it should be conceived in 
treachery, sprung upon the House by a fraud and 
forced through it by a parliamentary lie.” Bleeding 
Kansas: A Narrative Guide to the Sources, http:// 
www.assumption.edu/ahc/Kansas/default.html, pages 
2-3 of 14. That this reflected mass opinion is sug-
gested by the fact that the Northern Democrats who 
passed the law “suffered a massive rebuke at the 
hands of the electorate.” Holt, supra at 838. 


 Similarly, PPACA was not passed through any 
process resembling regular order. The United States 
Senate passed PPACA on Christmas Eve 2009 as a 
floor substitute on a straight party line vote. The 
legislative vehicle was a House tax bill chosen to sat-
isfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in PPACA. 
See U.S. Const. art. I, § 7; PPACA §§ 9001; 9004; 
9015; 9017; 10907 (taxes). PPACA was passed, with-
out committee hearing or report, employing such 
florid deal-making as to generate scornful popular 
terms like “the Louisiana Purchase” and “the Corn-
husker Kick-back.”  


 PPACA passed the Senate on cloture with consid-
erable minority protest. See, e.g., Cong. Rec. Nov. 2, 
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2009 S10965 (no bill); id., S10973 (bill being drafted 
behind closed doors); id., Nov. 17, 2009 S11397 (“The 
majority leader has had in his office a secret bill that 
he is working on that we have not seen yet.”); id., 
S11401 (No Child Left Behind got 7 weeks on the 
floor – “We don’t even have a bill yet”); id., Nov. 19, 
2009 S11819 (bill is a shell, not a real one); id., Nov. 
30, 2009 S11982 (official debate begins); id., Dec. 3, 
2009 S12263 (bill has been on floor for 3 days and 
never has been in committee); id., Dec. 5, 2009 
S12487 (majority will not slow down); id., Dec. 11, 
2009 S12981 (“We are going to have three Democratic 
amendments and one Republican amendment voted 
on, and the Democrats wrote the bill”); id., S12977 
(votes on amendments blocked; “In the meantime, 
this backroom deal that is being cut, which we 
haven’t seen – supposedly it has been sent to the CBO 
to see what it would cost”); id., Dec. 14, 2009 S13144 
(“There is somewhere in this building a hidden bill, 
known as the manager’s amendment, which is being 
drafted by one or two or three people. . . .”); id., Dec. 
17, 2009 S13344 (bill is not being given the legislative 
time it deserves because the polls show a majority of 
Americans are against it and thus it has become a 
political nightmare for the majority who now simply 
want to ram it through before Christmas even though 
“no one outside the majority leader’s conference room 
has seen it yet”); id., Dec. 22, 2009 S13756 (Nebraska 
deal); id., Mar. 10, 2010 H1307 (reconciliation being 
used because bill could not re-pass the Senate). 
Because an intervening election in Massachusetts 
removed the availability of cloture in the Senate, 
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PPACA was necessarily passed by the House of 
Representatives unaltered. Pub. L. No. 111-152, 124 
Stat. 1029.  


 PPACA has roiled America. In the 2010 midterm 
election, the party that unanimously opposed PPACA 
in the House of Representatives saw its largest 
electoral gains in over seventy years. With the inter-
vention of six additional states in the Florida suit on 
January 19, 2011, it became possible for the first 
time in American history to count a clear majority of 
states in litigation with the federal government, each 
claiming that the federal government has exceeded 
its enumerated powers. That same day the House of 
Representatives voted to repeal PPACA on a vote of 
245 to 189. On January 21, 2011, Oklahoma filed suit 
in the Eastern District of Oklahoma to vindicate a 
recently enacted constitutional amendment which 
conflicts with PPACA.1  


 To the extent that a presumption of constitution-
ality arises from regular order and a hard look by 
Congress at the limits of its own power, those condi-
tions are simply not present with PPACA. On October 
22, 2009, the then Speaker of the House captured a 
certain prevailing mood when she famously replied 
“Are you serious? Are you serious?” when asked 
where the Constitution conferred the power on Con-
gress to require a citizen to purchase a good or a 


 
 1 Oklahoma ex rel. Pruitt v. Sebelius, No. 6:11-cv-0030 (E.D. 
Okla. Jan. 21, 2011). 
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service from another citizen. Matt Cover & Michael 
Chapman, Flashback: Pelosi on Obamacare’s Consti-
tutionality: ‘Are You Serious?,’ http://cnsnews.com/news/ 
article/flashback-pelosi-obamacares-constitutionality-
are-you-serious. 


 
II. THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETO-


FORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED THE POWER 
TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A 
GOOD OR SERVICE FROM ANOTHER CIT-
IZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXIS-
TENCE OF THAT POWER. 


 The Attorney General of Virginia has previously 
noted that: 


This is an odd moment in American history 
for Congress to claim the power to require 
one citizen to purchase a good or service from 
another. It has been asserted only recently 
without judicial foreshadowing or doctrinal 
preparation. Because of its sheer novelty, it 
arrives in the courts with a presumption of 
invalidity. 


Kenneth T. Cuccinelli, II, et al., Why the Debate Over 
the Constitutionality of the Federal Health Care Law 
is About Much More Than Healthcare, 15 Tex. Rev. L. 
& Pol. 334-35 (2011) (citing Free Enterprise Fund v. 
Public Co. Accounting Oversight Bd., 130 S. Ct. 3138, 
3159 (2010); Printz v. United States, 521 U.S. 898, 
918 (1997)). 
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 This Court in Free Enterprise Fund, quoted 
Judge Kavanaugh’s dissent in the Court of Appeals: 


“Perhaps the most telling indication of the se-
vere constitutional problem with the PCAOB 
is the lack of historical precedent for this en-
tity. Neither the majority opinion nor the 
PCAOB nor the United States as intervenor 
has located any historical analogues for this 
novel structure. They have not identified any 
independent agency other than the PCAOB 
that is appointed by and removable only for 
cause by another independent agency.” 


130 S. Ct. at 3159 (quoting Free Enter. v. Public Co. 
Accounting Oversight Bd., 537 F.3d 667, 699 (D.C. 
Cir. 2008) (Kavanaugh, J., dissenting)). 


 In Printz, 521 U.S. at 918, the Court said the fact 
that Congress had not asserted a particular power for 
200 years “tends to negate the existence of that 
power.” See also, Va. Office for Prot. & Advocacy v. 
Stewart, 131 S. Ct. 1632, 1641 (2011) (“Lack of his-
torical precedent can indicate a constitutional infir-
mity.”). 


 In the case of PPACA, the lack of historical 
precedent was well known to Congress before it acted. 
At the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally re-
quires American citizens to purchase a good or service 
from other citizens, namely, a health insurance policy. 
Although Congress purported to be exercising Com-
merce Clause powers in enacting PPACA, this claim 
was known to be problematical. When the Senate Fi-
nance Committee asked the Congressional Research 
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Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty 
would be constitutional, the response was equivocal: 
“Whether such a requirement would be constitutional 
under the Commerce Clause is perhaps the most 
challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is 
a novel issue whether Congress may use this clause 
to require an individual to purchase a good or a ser-
vice.” Jennifer Stahan & Cynthia Brougher, Cong. Re-
search Serv., Requiring Individuals to Obtain Health 
Insurance: A Constitutional Analysis 3 (2009). See 
also, Congressional Budget Office Memorandum, 
The Budgetary Treatment of an Individual Mandate 
to Buy Health Insurance, August 1994 (“A mandate 
requiring all individuals to purchase health insur-
ance would be an unprecedented form of federal 
action.”)  


 
III. THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CON-


TRARY TO THE TEXT OF THE COMMERCE 
CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL UNDER-
STANDINGS. 


A. The Mandate and Penalty are Not Sup-
ported by the Text of the Commerce 
Clause.  


 U.S. Const., art. I, § 8 provides that “The Con-
gress shall have Power . . . To regulate Commerce 
with Foreign Nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian Tribes.” Our classically educated 
Founders would have knownthat the word “com-
merce” is derived from the Latin commercium. See N. 
Baily, Dictionarium Britannicum or a more complete 
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Universal Etymological English Dictionary than any 
Extant (1730); A Pocket Dictionary (3d ed. 1765) (both 
available at The Library of Va. Special Collections). 
Thus, they would have understood commerce as 
comprehending “traffick, dealing, merchandise, 
buying and selling, bartering of wares; also an inter-
course or correspondence of dealing. . . .” Adam Little-
ton, Dr. Adam Littleton’s Latin dictionary, in four 
Parts: I. An English-Latin, II. A Latin-classical, III. A 
Latin-Proper, IV. A Latin-barbarous, Part II (no 
pagination) (6th ed. 1735) (Library of Va.). Had they 
consulted John Mair, The Tyro’s Dictionary, Latin and 
English 96 (2d ed. 1763) (Library of Virginia with 
autograph of Patrick Henry and of Patrick Henry 
Fontaine), they would have seen commercium ren-
dered as “trade, traffic, commerce, intercourse.” 
Those who stopped with an English dictionary might 
have seen commerce defined as “trade or traffick in 
buying or selling.” N. Baily, supra. This collection of 
terms is the way that the word has been historically 
understood both in language and law. Noah Webster 
in 1828 defined commerce as “an interchange or 
mutual change of goods, wares, productions, or prop-
erty of any kind, between nations or individuals, 
either by barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; 
traffick.” Noah Webster, An American Dictionary of 
the English Language 42 (1828) (facsimile). These 
terms echo in Gibbons v. Ogden, 22 U.S. (9 Wheat.) 1, 
189-90 (1824) (“Commerce, undoubtedly is traffic, but 
it is something more: it is intercourse. It describes the 
commercial intercourse between nations, and parts of 
nations, in all its branches, and is regulated by 
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prescribing rules for carrying on that intercourse.”). 
See also Black’s Law Dictionary 304 (9th ed. 2009) 
(“The exchange of goods and services, especially on a 
large scale involving transportation between cities, 
states and nations.”).  


 As Justice Thomas has noted, the founding gen-
eration distinguished between commerce on the one 
hand, and manufacturing or agriculture on the other, 
as distinct things. United States v. Lopez, 514 U.S. 
549, 586 (1995) (Thomas, J., concurring). However, 
there is nothing illogical about the Supreme Court’s 
inclusion of manufacturing and agriculture within 
the modern understanding of commerce because they 
are similar and related things in a continuum of com-
mercial activities. Although expansive when meas-
ured by what had gone before, it was not economically 
illogical to hold that commerce consists of the whole 
of voluntary commercial activity in a certain commod-
ity. Wickard v. Filburn, 317 U.S. 111, 114, 118-19 
(1942). Even where an agricultural product is raised 
for home consumption, it is still part of the total stock 
which in the aggregate regulates and controls price 
through the law of supply and demand. Id.; see also 
Gonzales v. Raich, 545 U.S. 1 (2005).  


 In this respect, even Wickard and Raich fall short 
of doing violence to the understanding of the founding 
generation that commerce, industry, labor, agricul-
ture, trade and navigation were all constituents of 
“a certain propensity in human nature . . . to truck, 
barter, and exchange one thing for another”; the 
end result of which was that mankind brought “the 
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different produces of their respective talent . . . , as it 
were, into a common stock, where every man may 
purchase whatever part of the produce of other men’s 
talents he has occasion for.” Adam Smith, Wealth of 
Nations 9-10, 19, 22-23, 26, 81 (photo. reprint 1991) 
(1776) (facsimile). This is commerce. Its hallmarks 
are spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a com-
mand to buy something. The claim that commerce 
means not commercial activity but mere passivity is 
violently discordant with any normal use of the word 
commerce at the Founding or at any subsequent time. 
Only in the world of post-modernism are words 
infinitely plastic. Any claim that the word commerce 
is sufficiently elastic to support the PPACA mandate 
and penalty treats the text of the Constitution with 
post-modernist disrespect.  


 
B. The Historical Context in which the Com-


merce Clause was Drafted Makes it 
Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power 
to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods 
or Services From Another Citizen.  


 The American Revolution and national inde-
pendence resulted from parliament’s claimed right to 
legislate for America. First, parliament passed the 
Stamp Act, only to see it repealed in the face of furi-
ous opposition. Then came the Townshend Acts, plac-
ing a duty on paper, glass, lead, paint and tea. As the 
struggle continued, all of the taxes except those on 
tea were repealed. That remaining tax, however, led 
to the Boston Tea Party, the Intolerable Acts, and the 
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First Continental Congress. Throughout this period, 
from the Stamp Act forward, Americans responded 
with boycotts under the name of non-importation and 
non-consumption agreements.  


 The Declaration and Resolves of the First Conti-
nental Congress of Oct. 14, 1774 “cheerfully con-
sent[ed] to the operation of such acts of the British 
Parliament, as are bona fide, restrained for the 
regulation of our external commerce, for the purpose 
of securing the commercial advantages of the whole 
empire to the mother-country, and the commercial 
benefits of its respective members.” However, the 
Continental Congress at the same time and in the 
same document promised “[t]o enter into a non-
importation, non-consumption, and non-exportation 
agreement or association.” Charles C. Tansill, Docu-
ments Illustrative of the Formation of the Union of the 
American States, Library of Congress Legislative 
Reference Service, No. 398 (Government Printing 
Office 1927), available at http://avalon.law-yale.edu/ 
18th_century/resolves.asp. Such boycott agreements 
were generally considered lawful even by the royal 
colonial governments. For example “[a]t New York the 
merchants held a meeting to join with the inhabi-
tants of Boston; and against the opinion of the gover-
nor, the royal council decided that the meetings were 
legal; that the people did but establish among them-
selves certain rules of economy, and had a right to 
dispose of their own fortune as they pleased.” George 
Bancroft, History of the United States, Vol. III 287 (D. 
Appleton & Company 1896). Later, in New York, in 
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the same colony “where the agreement of non-
importation originated, every one, without so much as 
dissentient, approved it as wise and legal; men in 
high station declared against the revenue acts; and 
the Governor wished their repeal.” Id. at 359. In 
Massachusetts, Governor Hutchinson  


looked to his council; and they would take no 
part in breaking up the system of non-
importation. He called in all the justices who 
lived within fifteen miles; and they thought 
it not incumbent to interrupt the proceed-
ings. He sent the sheriff into the adjourned 
meeting of the merchants with a letter to the 
moderator, requiring them in his majesty’s 
name to disperse; and the meeting of which 
justices of peace, selectmen, representatives, 
constables, and other officers made a part, 
sent him an answer that their assembly was 
warranted by law.  


Id. at 369. Even where legislatures were dissolved 
to prevent the adoption of resolutions, the non-
importation movement flourished. In Virginia, upon 
dissolution of the General Assembly, the burgesses 
met by themselves and “adopted the resolves which 
Washington had brought with him from Mount 
Vernon, and which formed a well digested, stringent, 
and practical scheme of non-importation.” Id. at 348. 
“The assembly of Delaware adopted the Virginia reso-
lutions word for word: and every colony South of 
Virginia followed the example.” Id. In light of this 
experience, the founding generation would have re-
garded as preposterous any suggestion that Great 
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Britain could have solved its colonial problems by 
commanding Americans to purchase tea under the 
generally conceded power of parliament to regulate 
commerce.  


 Additional historical arguments against the power 
of Congress to enact the mandate and penalty can be 
almost endlessly adduced. For example, Alexander 
Hamilton at the New York convention “not[ed] that 
there would be just cause for rejecting the Constitu-
tion if it would enable the Federal Government to 
‘penetrate the recesses of domestic life, and control, in 
all respects, the private conduct of individuals.’ ” 
Lopez, 514 U.S. at 592. What cannot be adduced is a 
countervailing historical example under the Com-
merce Clause in favor of the mandate and penalty. 


 
C. There is No Tradition of Using the Com-


merce Clause to Require a Citizen to 
Purchase Goods or Services from An-
other Citizen.  


 “For nearly a century” after Gibbons v. Ogden, 
the Court’s first Commerce Clause case, its “decisions 
. . . under the Commerce Clause dealt rarely with 
questions of what Congress might do in the exer- 
cise of its granted power under the Clause, and 
almost entirely with the permissibility of state activ-
ity which it was claimed discriminated against or 
burdened interstate commerce.” Wickard, 317 U.S. at 
121. Whatever else might be said about these dor-
mant or negative Commerce Clause cases, they seem 
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to have advanced the core intent of the Commerce 
Clause.  


 Writing in January 1788 in No. 42 of The Feder-
alist, Madison addressed the regulation of foreign and 
Indian commerce without clearly differentiating them 
from interstate commerce. The Founder’s Constitu-
tion, Vol. 2, art. 1, § 8, Clause 3 (Commerce), Doc. 9, 
available at http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/Founders/ 
a1_8_3_commerces9.html. (Univ. of Chicago Press 2010). 
Years later he explained why in a letter dated Febru-
ary 13, 1829 to Joseph C. Cabel.  


For a like reason, I made no reference to the 
“power to regulate commerce among the sev-
eral States.” I always foresaw that difficul-
ties might be started in relation to that 
power which could not be fully explained 
without recurring to views of it, which, how-
ever just, might give birth to specious though 
unsound objections. Being in the same terms 
with the power over foreign commerce, the 
same extent, if taken literally, would belong 
to it. Yet it is very certain that it grew out of 
the abuse of the power by the importing 
States in taxing the non-importing, and was 
intended as a negative and preventive pro-
vision against injustice among the States 
themselves, rather than as a power to be 
used for the positive purposes of the General 
Government, in which alone, however, the 
remedial power could be lodged.  


Id. 
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 There is a sense in which Gibbons v. Ogden can 
be viewed as a negative Commerce Clause case void-
ing a state transportation barrier. Currie, supra at 
173 (“This was the beginning of incessant litigation 
over the extent to which state legislation is precluded 
by the commerce clause”). As a consequence, it would 
be just to conclude that the Commerce Clause func-
tioned just as Madison had expected for the first 
hundred years of national existence. However, begin-
ning with the Interstate Commerce Act in 1887, the 
Sherman Antitrust Act in 1890, and many other en-
actments after the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury, Congress began asserting its positive power 
under the Commerce Clause. In doing so, it was met 
at first with significant checks from the Supreme 
Court. Wickard, 317 U.S. at 121-22, 122, n.20 (collect-
ing cases striking down congressional enactments). In 
general, the Court protected state authority over in-
trastate commerce by excluding from it “activities 
such as ‘production,’ ‘manufacturing,’ and ‘mining,’ ” 
and by removing from its definition activities that 
merely affected interstate commerce, unless the effect 
was “direct” rather than “indirect.” Id. at 119-20. 
With respect to citizens, the reach of the Commerce 
Clause was limited by the Fifth Amendment which, 
prior to the late 1930s, was held to protect economic 
liberty through substantive due process. R.R. Ret. Bd. 
v. Alton R.R. Co., 295 U.S. 330 (1935); see also Lopez, 
514 U.S. at 606 (Souter, J., dissenting). Because this 
regime viewed the regulation even of economic activ-
ity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or 
threatened harm to someone else, Lochner v. New 
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York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the 
Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would have been 
deemed to validly reach inactivity. The question thus 
becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case 
in the post-Lochner era that has extended the Com-
merce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and 
penalty?  


 
D. The Mandate and Penalty are Outside 


the Existing Outer Limits of the Com-
merce Clause and Associated Necessary 
and Proper Clause as Measured by Su-
preme Court Precedent. 


 Although Wickard has been described as “per-
haps the most far reaching example of Commerce 
Clause authority over intrastate activity,” Lopez, 514 
U.S. at 560, it still involved the voluntary activity of 
raising a commodity which, in the aggregate, was 
capable of affecting the common stock of wheat. Some 
of Mr. Filburn’s commodities, as a matter of past 
practice, had been placed into commerce, and home-
grown wheat in the aggregate would affect the total 
common stock, with a resulting effect on price. The 
Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 contained “a 
definition of ‘market’ and its derivatives, so that as 
related to wheat, in addition to its conventional 
meaning, it also mean[t] to dispose of ‘by feeding (in 
any form) to poultry or livestock which, or the prod-
ucts of which, are sold, bartered, or exchanged, or to 
be so disposed of.’ ” Wickard, 317 U.S. at 118-19 
(citation omitted). It was Filburn’s practice to sell 
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milk, poultry and eggs from animals fed with his 
home grown wheat. Id. at 114. The parties stipulated 
that the use of home grown wheat was the largest 
variable (greater than 20 per cent) in the domestic 
consumption of wheat. Id. at 125, 127. This, in turn, 
permitted the Supreme Court to hold that “even if 
[an] activity be local and though it may not be re-
garded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, 
be reached by Congress if it exerts a substantial 
economic effect on interstate commerce, and this ir-
respective of whether such effect is what might at 
some earlier time have been defined as ‘direct’ or 
‘indirect.’ ” Id. at 125 (emphasis added). This marks 
the affirmative outer limits of the Commerce Clause. 


 What Wickard stands for, as Lopez and United 
States v. Morrison, 529 U.S. 598 (2000) make clear, is 
not the proposition that the case “expand[s] the com-
merce power to cover virtually everything,” as used to 
be said. See Currie, supra at 170 n.89. Instead, 
Wickard establishes the principle that, when activity 
has a substantial aggregate impact on interstate 
commerce, there is no as-applied, de minimis consti-
tutional defense to regulation under the Commerce 
Clause. See Raich, 545 U.S. at 47-48 (O’Connor, J., 
dissenting) (“The task is to identify a mode of analy-
sis that allows Congress to regulate more than noth-
ing (by declining to reduce each case to its litigants) 
and less than everything (by declining to let Congress 
set the terms of analysis.”)).  
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 Wickard represented itself as a return to the pure 
and sweeping doctrine established by Gibbons there-
by correcting the Supreme Court’s excursion into 
Lochnerism. Wickard, 317 U.S. at 119-25. However, 
the dictum of the Wickard Court that Chief Justice 
Marshall had made statements in Gibbons with res-
pect to the Commerce Clause “warning that effective 
restraints on its exercise must proceed from political 
rather than from judicial processes” is a tautology 
that conceals more than it reveals. Wickard, 317 
U.S. at 120. It is a tautology because it is true of any 
enumerated power that, when Congress is validly 
acting under the power, the only effective restraints 
are political unless some other positive prohibition 
applies. See Morrison, 529 U.S. at 616 n.7 (The “as-
sertion that from Gibbons on, public opinion has been 
the only restraint on the congressional exercise of the 
commerce power is true only insofar as it contends 
that political accountability is and has been the only 
limit on Congress’ exercise of the commerce power 
within that power’s outer bounds . . . Gibbons did not 
remove from this Court the authority to define that 
boundary.”) (emphasis in original). What the Wickard 
tautology also conceals is Marshall’s actual holding in 
Gibbons that the terms “to regulate” and “Commerce 
. . . among the several States” are bounded, with 
judicially ascertainable meaning, and his further 
holding that the Commerce Clause does not reach 
transactions that affect only intrastate commerce. 
Gibbons, 22 U.S. (9 Wheat.) at 189-90, 196.  
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 Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded 
no further than to hold that Congress can regulate 
three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) “use of 
the channels of interstate commerce” (2) “the instru-
mentalities of interstate commerce,” and (3) “activ-
ities that substantially affect interstate commerce.” 
Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59 (emphasis added). The 
majority in Raich went no further than to display a 
willingness to accept congressional findings that home-
grown marijuana in the aggregate has a substantial 
effect on interstate commerce. Raich, 545 U.S. at 18-
19. The challenge in Raich was not facial, but in-
volved an atomized, as-applied challenge of the sort 
foreclosed by Wickard. Id. at 15, 23.  


 In addition to the affirmative, tripartite defini-
tion of the commerce power, the Supreme Court has 
developed a workable negative rule for determining 
when the outer limits of the Commerce Clause have 
been exceeded: a facial challenge will succeed when 
Congress seeks to regulate non-economic activities, 
particularly where the claimed power has no princi-
pled limits, requiring the Court “to conclude that the 
Constitution’s enumeration of powers does not pre-
suppose something not enumerated and that there 
never will be a distinction between what is truly 
national and what is truly local.” Lopez, 514 U.S. at 
567-68. (Chief Justice Rehnquist for the Court, joined 
by Justices O’Connor, Scalia, Kennedy, and Thomas) 
(citations omitted). As Justice Kennedy stated in 
his concurrence in Lopez: “Although it is the obliga-
tion of all officers of the Government to respect the 
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constitutional design, the Federal balance is too es-
sential a part of our constitutional structure and 
plays too vital a role in securing freedom for us to 
admit inability to intervene when one or the other 
level of Government has tipped the scales too far.” Id. 
at 578 (citations omitted).  


 That principle was found applicable in Morrison 
because the federal government was attempting to 
exercise police powers denied to it by the Constitu-
tion. Morrison, 529 U.S. at 618-19 (“ ‘We always have 
rejected readings of the Commerce Clause and the 
scope of federal power that would permit Congress to 
exercise a police power.’ ”) (emphasis in original) (cita-
tions omitted). Not only are the mandate and its pen-
alty provision a part of the police power conceptually, 
but historically, commands to act, such as vaccination 
and school attendance laws, have been justified under 
the state police power. See Gonzales v. Oregon, 546 
U.S. 243, 270 (2006) (“protection of the lives, limbs, 
health, comfort and quiet of all persons” falls within 
state police power).  


 None of this is changed by an appeal to the Nec-
essary and Proper Clause. Each enumerated power of 
Congress is modified by this statement: “To make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carry-
ing into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other 
Powers vested by this Constitution in the Govern-
ment of the United States, or in any Department or 
Officer thereof.” However, that provision “is not itself 
a grant of power.” Kinsella v. Singleton, 361 U.S. 234, 
247-48 (1960). Furthermore, the affirmative outer 







25 


limit of the Commerce Clause relevant to this case – 
activities substantially affecting interstate commerce 
– itself depends upon the Necessary and Proper 
Clause. Katzenbach v. McClung, 379 U.S. 294, 301-02 
(1964); United States v. Wrightwood Dairy Co., 315 
U.S. 110, 119 (1942). It would be wrong to assume 
that such power is part of the Commerce Clause 
itself, which can then be infinitely extended by the 
Necessary and Proper Clause. See Raich, 545 U.S. at 
34 (Scalia, J., concurring in the judgment) (“Con-
gress’s regulatory authority over intrastate activities 
that are not themselves part of interstate commerce 
(including activities that have a substantial effect on 
interstate commerce) derives from the Necessary and 
Proper Clause.”). Taken together, these cases recog-
nize that Congress can regulate intrastate activity 
where such regulation is connected with and appro-
priate to Congress’ power to regulate the interstate 
market.  


 In this way, Congress’s power remains tethered 
to the text of the Commerce Clause. It may reach 
interstate commerce directly. It may reach economic 
intrastate activities substantially affecting interstate 
commerce even before they ripen into “commerce” 
through trade, barter or sale, if they affect the com-
mon stock of a commodity. See Raich 545 U.S. at 17; 
Wickard, 317 U.S. at 124-25. Regulation may reach 
many things under the Necessary and Proper Clause. 
However, the mode of regulation must fit the enu-
merated power by executing it – not by altering its 
character. And the question of fit is irrelevant unless 
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the thing being regulated is proper. Textually and 
according to precedent, there is a proper prong to the 
Necessary and Proper Clause: 


When a “Law . . . for carrying into Execution” 
the Commerce Clause violates the principle 
of State sovereignty reflected in the various 
constitutional provisions . . . , it is not a “Law 
. . . proper for carrying into Execution the 
Commerce Clause,” and is thus, in the words 
of The Federalist, “merely [an] act of usurpa-
tion” which “deserves to be treated as such.”  


Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-24 (emphasis in original) 
(internal citation omitted). The “various constitu-
tional provisions” referred to by the Court are those 
that underlie structural federalism, including the 
limitation of federal power to enumerated, delegated 
powers. Hence, any application of the Necessary and 
Proper Clause that renders the concept of enumer-
ated powers superfluous, and is tantamount to the 
creation of a national police power, fails under the 
proper prong. 


 Nor does United States v. Comstock, 130 S. Ct. 
1949 (2010), alter this analysis. Instead it recognizes 
that Morrison’s negative outer limit denying the na-
tional government a police power applies to the 
Necessary and Proper Clause. Comstock, 130 S. Ct. at 
1964 (“Nor need we fear that our holding today 
confers on Congress a general ‘police power, which the 
Founders denied the National Government and re-
posed in the States.’ ”) (quoting Morrison, 529 U.S. at 
618). Justice Kennedy in his concurrence in the 
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judgment in Comstock expressly stated: “It is of fun-
damental importance to consider whether essential 
attributes of State sovereignty are compromised by 
the assertion of federal power under the Necessary 
and Proper Clause; if so, that is a factor suggesting 
that the power is not one properly within the reach of 
federal power.” Id. at 1967.  


 Furthermore, this Court elsewhere has emphati-
cally held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is 
limited by general principles of federalism independ-
ent of any direct prohibition. Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 
706, 732-33 (1999) (“When a ‘Law . . . for carrying 
into Execution’ the Commerce Clause violates the 
principle of state sovereignty reflected in the various 
constitutional provisions . . . it is not a ‘Law . . . 
proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce 
Clause,’ and is thus, in the words of The Federalist, 
‘merely [an] act of usurpation’ which ‘deserves to be 
treated as such.’ ”) (quoting Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-
24). Not only are there clear federalism limits on the 
Necessary and Proper Clause, but those limits compel 
the conclusion that any attempt to exercise an 
unenumerated power, such as regulating the status of 
being uninsured, for the purpose of making the 
regulation of an enumerated power more efficient, is 
improper because the unenumerated power is, by 
definition, reserved to the States. Once it is deter-
mined that an enactment is improper in this sense, 
there is nothing further to consider under the Neces-
sary and Proper Clause. That is why the majority 
opinions in Morrison and Lopez find it unnecessary to 
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engage the Clause. It simply does not matter how 
“necessary” the mandate and penalty might be to the 
congressional scheme if the end being pursued is 
improper under the Necessary and Proper Clause. 
That is the end of it.  


--------------------------------- ♦ --------------------------------- 
 


CONCLUSION 


 This Court should affirm the holding of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Cir-
cuit that the mandate and penalty of PPACA exceed 
the enumerated powers of Congress and that the 
mandate and penalty cannot be sustained under the 
Commerce Clause even as aided by the Necessary 
and Proper Clause. 
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Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in

Supreme Court Case Challenging Obamacare
 
The Republican Governors Association policy arm, the Republican Governors Public Policy
Committee, filed an amicus brief with the United States Supreme Court arguing against the
constitutionality of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  The brief was filed
through Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli and the Commonwealth of Virginia.
 
The filing marks the first time that the Republican Governors Public Policy Committee has
ever submitted an amicus brief to the Supreme Court.
 
“While the amicus focuses on the individual mandate, this case is about far more than just
that component,” said RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell.  “The Obama administration’s
healthcare takeover grants sweeping authority to the federal bureaucracy to dictate to
individuals, churches, charities, hospitals, schools, businesses and states how they must
operate. This is the opposite of the vision of America set forth by our nation’s founders.”
 
“At its core, this case is about the future of America, and whether we maintain our identity as
a federal republic, or creep ever closer to a centralized government in which all the power
flows out of Washington,” McDonnell concluded.
 
The full brief can be found by clicking HERE, and a summary of its arguments is below:
 

SUMMARY
 

I.          THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY ATTACHING TO PPACA
IS WEAK OWING TO THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS EMPLOYED IN ITS
ENACTMENT.  There is doctrinal and philosophical support for such a presumption resting
upon notions of separation of powers, particularly where it appears PPACA was not passed
through any process resembling regular order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late
on Christmas Eve 2009 as a floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative
vehicle was a House tax bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in
PPACA.   PPACA passed the Senate on cloture with considerable minority protest. To the
extent that a presumption of constitutionality arises from regular order and a hard look by
Congress at the limits of its own power, those conditions are simply not present.           
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II.        THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED
THE POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A GOOD OR SERVICE
FROM ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXISTENCE OF THAT
POWER.  In the case of PPACA, the lack of historical precedent was well known to
Congress before it acted.  At the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires
American citizens to purchase a good or service from other citizens, namely, a health
insurance policy.  When the Senate Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research
Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty would be constitutional, the response was
equivocal:  "Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce
Clause is perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is a novel
issue whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to purchase a good or a
service."      
 
III.       THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CONTRARY TO THE TEXT OF THE
COMMERCE CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS.     
 
A.        The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the Commerce
Clause.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or mutual change of
goods, wares, productions, or property of any kind, between nations or individuals, either by
barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  This is commerce.  Its hallmarks are
spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a command to buy something.  The claim that
commerce means not commercial activity but mere passivity is violently discordant with any
normal use of the word commerce at the founding or at any subsequent time.  
 
B.        The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted Makes it
Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods or
Services From Another Citizen.  The founding generation would have regarded as
preposterous any suggestion that Great Britain could have solved its colonial problems by
commanding Americans to purchase tea under the generally conceded power of parliament to
regulate commerce.      
 
C.        There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a Citizen to
Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen.  Because this regime viewed the
regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or threatened
harm to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the
Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The
question thus becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that
has extended the Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?
 
D.        The Mandate and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the
Commerce Clause and Associated Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by
Supreme Court Precedent. "[E]ven if [an] activity be local and though it may not be
regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by Congress if it exerts a
substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this irrespective of whether such
effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct' or 'indirect.'"  Wickard,
317 U.S.  at 125 (emphasis added).  Wickard marks the affirmative outer limits of the
Commerce Clause.  

 
Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that

Congress can regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the channels of



interstate commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce," and (3) "activities
that substantially affect interstate commerce."  U.S. v. Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59.  “[T]he
Federal balance is too essential a part of our constitutional structure and plays too vital a role
in securing freedom for us to admit inability to intervene when one or the other level of
Government has tipped the scales too far."  Id. at 578.
           

None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  This Court
elsewhere has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is limited by general
principles of federalism independent of any direct prohibition.  Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706
(1999) ("When a 'Law . . . for carrying into Execution' the Commerce Clause violates the
principle of state sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a
'Law . . . proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words
of The Federalist, 'merely [an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'")
(citing Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-24).  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate
and penalty might be to the congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under
the Necessary and Proper Clause.           
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: FINAL DRAFT: PRESS RELEASE: Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:53:49 AM

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Craig Perry 
Subject: FINAL DRAFT: PRESS RELEASE: Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
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“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Follow up links on state exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 3:37:00 PM

 
 

From: Grace-Marie Turner [mailto: On Behalf Of Grace-Marie
Turner
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 3:36 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Follow up links on state exchanges
 

Follow up materials from the state leaders call  on state exchanges Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

 

State Leaders Call

Follow up on conference call for state leaders
about issues, options, and protections against ObamaCare exchanges

November 22, 2011

Thank you for joining us for a very informative discussion with leading state officials from

Wisconsin, Utah, Louisiana, and Florida about their strategies involving health

exchanges. The one common theme is that each state is doing what it believes is best

for its citizens, regardless of ObamaCare mandates.

Our guest speakers were

Dennis Smith

Secretary of Wisconsin’s Department of Health Services
Robert Spendlove

Director of policy for Utah Governor Gary Herbert
Bruce Greenstein
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Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals
Jenn Ungru

Deputy chief of staff for Florida Gov. Rick Scott

Here are some resources mentioned on the call:

“Another ObamaCare Glitch”

Michael Cannon and Jonathan Adler, The Wall Street Journal
“JCT: ObamaCare's Subsidies Remove 8 Million More Americans from the
Tax Rolls”

Avik Roy, Forbes
“Georgia panel looks into health insurance exchange”

Guy Gugliotta, The Washington Post
“Louisiana to opt out of health insurance exchanges in federal law”

Jan Moller, The Times-Picayune
Wisconsin Health Insurance Exchange
This website is a prototype for the Wisconsin Health Insurance Exchange and

demonstrates how health insurance may be purchased starting on January 1,

2014.

Utah Health Exchange

Thanks again for joining us. We will notify you soon about the timing and topic for our

next call. Happy Thanksgiving!

Grace-Marie Turner

Galen Institute

www.galen.org

Merrill Matthews

Institute for Policy Innovation

www.ipi.org

Tracie Sharp

State Policy Network

www.spn.org
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Galen Institute

P.O. Box 320010

Alexandria, VA 22320

www.galen.org

twitter.com/GalenInstitute

facebook.com/GalenInstitute
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From: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 9:54:56 AM

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 09:53 AM
To: maryfallin  <maryfallin >; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: for approval: Fallin statement on SCOTUS decision to hear Obamacare arguments 
 

Governor Fallin Statement Regarding Supreme Court Decision to Hear
Arguments on President Obama’s Health Care Reform Law

 
                Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement on the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA), President Obama’s controversial health care law:
 
                “President Obama’s health care law is unconstitutional and unaffordable. Not only will it
limit choice and undermine the quality of American health care, it stands to cost the state of
Oklahoma about half a billion dollars in the process.
                “Our citizens have already passed a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation
in Oklahoma, and it’s clear that a majority of states are similarly opposed to the mandates, new
taxes, and out-of-control spending proposed in the law.
                “The Supreme Court should strike down the president’s health care reform as
unconstitutional as soon as possible. The uncertainty surrounding the future of PPACA is frustrating
to those who believe it stands as an obvious affront to constitutional principles, and a hindrance to
crafting serious budget and health care policy on both the state and federal levels.”    
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: FW: For the Gov of God
Date: Thursday, June 09, 2011 9:39:06 AM

Tammie, have you been getting emails like this?  We got a whole bunch of them yesterday.  Should I just send
them to you?  We can’t really respond to a scheduling request.
 
Keili
 

From: Cris Kurtz [mailto:crisusapatriots@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 08, 2011 9:49 PM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Fwd: For the Gov of God
 
 
 
In God We Trust,

Cris Kurtz

Tulsa, OK 74170
918-492-2344

 (c)
www.KurtzDesignStudio.com
www.TheUSAPatriots.com

Ms Keili, 
Would you please see that The Honorable Governor Mary Fallin considers joining Governor Perry in declaring a day of
prayer and fasting for our nation on August 6, 2011? Thank you. 

A Very Concerned Oklahoma Citizen,
Cris Kurtz

Tulsa, OK 74170

 
 

 

 

 

Share with Friends | | June 08, 2011 | Permalink

For the Gov of God

It won't be football season, but people will still be flocking to the home of the
Houston Texans this summer. On August 6, Gov. Rick Perry (R-Texas) will be
celebrating prayer on his turf with an all-day event at Reliant Stadium. "The
Response," which Perry is co-hosting with our friends at the American Family
Association (AFA), couldn't come at a better time. Since early spring, the ACLU has
been on the graduation circuit, trying to spook students out of their First Amendment
rights. Just last weekend, a judge promised to jail seniors at Medina Valley High
School for even mentioning the word "amen." Come August 6, there won't be a prison
big enough to hold the 71,500 people who will be calling on God in public. "Given
the trials that beset our nation and world," Perry said, "I believe it's time to convene
the leaders from each of our United States in a day of prayer and fasting... I urge all
Americans of faith to pray on that day for the healing of our country, the rebuilding
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of our communities and the restoration of enduring values as our guiding force."
As part of the event, Perry extended a special invitation to the other 49 governors to
join him in Houston. Already, Gov. Sam Brownback (R-Kans.) is on board, and three
others--Govs. Rick Scott (R-Fla.), Nikki Haley (R-S.C.) and Christine Gregoire (D-
Wash.)--are following up with days of prayer in their own states. FRC will help get
the prayers rolling during our third annual Call 2 Fall on July 3. You can help give
Texas a head-start on their summer event by logging on to our website and joining
the 759,000 people already signed up to ask God's blessing on our land during the
July 4th weekend.
As Texans know, this isn't the first time Gov. Perry has set aside a day of prayer in
the state, but the Secular Coalition for America is hoping it will be his last.
Predictably, SCA and other groups are trotting out the same old tired arguments about
the "separation of church and state" to blast the rally. Barry Lynn's faith police even
went so far as to claim that it's "never OK for government officials to use their
positions to meddle in religion." That's interesting, given that almost every president--
including our current one--has called the nation to its knees in a time of solemn
assembly. In fact, Thomas Jefferson, whose words these organizations twist to make
their phony case, declared that the " power to prescribe any religious exercise... [rests]
with the States." And last month, all 50 of them took advantage of it by issuing
proclamations celebrating the National Day of Prayer. One thing "that must never
change" in America, Ronald Reagan said, is that men and women "seek Divine
guidance in the policies of their government and the promulgation of their laws."
And Rep. Dan Burton (R-Ind.) is working to keep it that way. This week, the Indiana
Congressman introduced a bill to beat back some of faith's biggest legal challengers.
With the Public Expression of Religion Act (PERA), Rep Burton wants to clamp
down on all of the frivolous lawsuits that are trying to paralyze and silence Christians.
Right now, the ACLU and other groups can sue state and local governments over
things like religious speech and demand attorneys' fees if they prevail. If the
defendants lose, they're not only responsible for their own legal fees but the fees of
the plaintiff as well. Essentially, it gives liberals like the ACLU a financial incentive
to attack expressions of faith. Since it's so costly, state and local authorities are more
likely to cave to the demands of the ACLU rather than risk a lengthy lawsuit. PERA
would ensure that both sides shoulder their own costs, which should give leaders more
motivation to fight back. And you can help. Contact your congressmen and ask them
to cosponsor H.R. 2023!

A Berwick under the Senate's Saddle

The President can take away Indiana's Medicaid money, but he can't take their
resolve. The Hoosiers are sticking by their new law to exclude Planned Parenthood
from the state's "family planning" funds--even after the Department of Health and
Human Services threatened to hit them where it hurts. Last week, President Obama's
controversial recess appointment, Don Berwick, head of the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, ordered Indiana to abandon its law or risk losing $4 billion in
federal Medicaid funds. Marcus Barlow, a spokesman for the Hoosiers' Family and
Social Services Administration, told reporters that his office has no plans to back
down. "The way the law was written, it went into effect the moment the governor
signed it," Barlow says. "We were just advised by our lawyers that we should
continue to enforce Indiana law." Unlike the Obama administration, which won't
enforce any law it doesn't like, Hoosier leaders refuse to bend. And members of the
U.S. Senate don't blame them. As a matter of principle and states' rights, Sen. Orrin
Hatch (R-Utah) drafted a letter to Berwick defending Indiana's H.B. 1210 and
encouraged his fellow Senators to sign on. If this administration thinks Planned
Parenthood is above the law, it's up to Congress to remind them that they're not.
** It's the "Last Stop for ObamaCare before the Supreme Court!" Click over to
the Washington Examiner to see what FRC's Ken Klukowski has to say about
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the 11th Circuit Court case, which kicks off today in Atlanta.
*** In case you missed it, both of FRC's Kens--Blackwell and Klukowski--were
on the Fox Business show with Lou Dobbs talking about their blockbuster new
book, Resurgent. Check out the video from that interview below.

Family Research Council: 801 G Street N.W. Washington, D.C. 20001
P: 202/393-2100 or 800/225-4008 W: frc.org 
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From: Craig Perry
To: Craig Perry
Subject: FW: for the governor"s daily update......House info
Date: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 4:46:12 PM

Bills of interest that passed out of the full House on Tuesday, March 1:
 
HB 1034, by Rep. Jason Murphey (R-Guthrie), authorizes the State Purchasing Director to
use a state purchase card for acquisitions with no limit on the amount of the transaction for
interagency payments and certain professional services. The measure also modifies what
professional service contracts a state agency is required to evaluate performance of.  Vote:
93-4.
 
HB 1007, by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Oklahoma City), modifies the method by which
dedicated state revenues are transferred to OTRS.  Contributions into the teachers’ retirement
system would be counted in the per pupil spending average.  Vote: 69-27.
 
HB 1489, by Rep. David Brumbaugh (R-Broken Arrow), creates a Web site for the public to
access all state road funding.  Vote: 96-0.
 
 
Bills of interest that passed out of House committees on Tuesday, March 1:
 
Energy:
HB 1821, by Rep. John Trebilcock (R-Broken Arrow)  has language that basically gives the
oil and gas industry (exploration/mineral rights owners) the ability to veto wind production
on surface land.  It allows them to refuse wind production for “any reason or no reason at
all.”  This is an OIPA request bill.  The wind industry, OGE and PSO expressed concerns
over the bill in its current form.  Rep. Trebilcock agreed to work with both sides before the
bill reaches the House floor.  Vote: 18 to 5.

Health:
HB 2130, by Speaker Steele, is the health insurance exchange bill.  Defines the membership
and appointments to the Health Care for the Uninsured Board (HUB).
 
HB 1429, by Rep. Doug Cox (R-Grove) requires OSEEGIB to develop a cost-neutral or cost-
positive plan for bariatric surgery coverage of eligible employees by Nov. 1, 2012.
 
HB 2020, by Rep. Randy Grau (R-Edmond), creates the Unborn Wrongful Death Act to
permit a cause of action for the wrongful death of an unborn child with certain exceptions.
 
HB 1571, by Rep. Steve Vaughan (R-Ponca City), provides that all persons are created free
and have inalienable rights, and it defines “person” as a human being at all stages of human
development including the state of fertilization or conception, regardless of certain factors.
 
Veterans:
HB 1081, by Rep. John Bennett (R-Sallisaw), would allow a judge to send a military veteran
convicted of a crime to the Department of Veterans Affairs for treatment if the defendant was
diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder or Traumatic Brain Injury.
 
Transportation:
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HB 1411, by Rep. Charlie Joyner (R-Del City), separates the Rails Program Division from
the ODOT and creates the Oklahoma Railways Commission. On January 1, 2012 all assets,
records and funds of the Division would be transferred to the new Commission.
 
Education:
HB 1744, by Rep. Jason Nelson (R-Oklahoma City), amends the Lindsey Nicole Henry
Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program. It provides that a student who is a child
of a member of the United States Armed Forces who transfers to a school in the state from
out of state or from a foreign country will not need to have spent the prior school year in
attendance at a public school in the state to qualify for the scholarship program.
 
HB 1001, by Rep. Mike Reynolds (R-Oklahoma City), instructs school districts to treat the
voluntary expression of a religious viewpoint by a student the same as it treats the voluntary
expression of a secular viewpoint by another student. The district may not discriminate
against students based upon religious viewpoints expressed on otherwise permissible subjects.
 
HB 1268, by Rep. Ann Coody (R-Lawton), requires that starting with students entering ninth
grade in the 2011-12 school year, students must complete four units of mathematics to
graduate from high school.
 
HB 1332, by Rep. Charles Key (R-Oklahoma City),  instructs the State Textbook Committee
to adopt “A Guide for Learning and Teaching the Declaration of Independence and the
United States Constitution by Joseph Andrews no later than August 1, 2011.
 
HB 1380, by Rep. Corey Holland (R-Marlow), removes different hearing processes for
probationary teachers and career teachers recommended for dismissal and provides that all
teachers have the right to a hearing before a local board of education. Removes the process
of a pretermination hearing for career teachers.  Repeals the right to trial de novo.
 
HB 1585, by Rep. Todd Thomsen (R-Ada), provides that students entering the ninth grade in
the year 2010-11, rather than 2008-09, must demonstrate mastery in four subject areas to
graduate from high school with a standard diploma.  Superintendent Barresi expressed
concerns with this bill saying it was a step back.
 
HB 1914, by Rep. Marty Quinn (R-Claremore), changes the percentage of total expenditures
that school districts are allowed to spend on administrative services. School districts with
more than 1,500 average daily membership the previous year, may spend 5% rather than 6%.
Districts with more than 500 but less than 1,500 average daily membership may spend 7%
rather than 8%. Districts with less than 500 average daily membership may spend 8% rather
than 10%.
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See #3. Very true.
 

From: Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 8:12 AM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Freedom Flash: Top 5 lessons we learned Tuesday night
 

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

 

 

We're blogging:
If you can read this, thank

a roughneck

  The Korbe Report --

Election Edition

  Obamacare Medicaid

expansion: A clash of

visions 

Reality matters

Top 5 signs Oklahoma is

open for business

Forward the cause:

      

 

OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Top 5 lessons we learned Tuesday night
 

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

The results of any election -- let alone those of an election of "historic

proportions," as this election was so frequently billed -- can be mined for

insights for weeks, months and years to come. It's unlikely, then, that what

we consider the top 5 lessons of Tuesday night now will be what we

consider to be the top 5 lessons in the final analysis. Nevertheless, now is

as good a time as any to attempt to make sense of an election that was at

once predictable and unprecedented. 

With that, we give you the list.
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From: Craig Perry
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry
Subject: FW: Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage Return of Federal "Obamacare" Funds
Date: Tuesday, December 20, 2011 11:05:00 AM
Attachments: grauvotes.xlsx

See press release below.  He had two NO votes on agenda items.  One on the emergency for
the aerospace bill, and a no on the $350,000 cap.  His votes are attached.  Also here is an
email he sent me on behalf of the other freshmen requesting a meeting with the gov last
session:
 
 
I, along with some other freshman representatives, would like to have an opportunity to meet
with the Governor briefly to discuss the “Early Innovator” grant.  As you know, several GOP
freshman, most of who support the Oklahoma health insurance exchange, issued a statement
encouraging the rejection of the federal funds.  Our intent was simply to make record of our
opinion.  Unfortunately, some have interpreted this statement as singling out our Governor
or standing in opposition to her.  This was not the intent and we would like the opportunity to
confirm our support of the Governor and commitment to her leadership.  Please “reply all”
to let us know when she may be available, and thank you in advance for your help with this
issue.
 
 

 
Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
April 13, 2011

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact info below
 

Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage
Return of Federal “Obamacare” Funds

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Freshman Republican representatives are encouraging state officials
to not accept federal funds promised to Oklahoma under an “Early Innovator” grant
authorized by the federal Affordable Care Act.
            In February, the House approved HB 2130, which establishes a state health insurance
exchange.  The bill did not include a provision to accept or deny the $54M grant.
            “What we voted for was a free-market exchange based on choice and competition,
which will ultimately lower health care costs,” said Rep. Randy Grau, R-Edmond.  “We did
not vote to accept federal money that may require us to set up a federal health care system.”
            “Since the vote on HB 2130, it has become increasingly apparent that we cannot
accept this money without also accepting the strings attached to it,” said Rep. Elise Hall, R-
Oklahoma City.  “It is time to go on record that we do not want this money, but instead, we
want to set up an exchange that is right for Oklahoma, not Washington D.C.”
            “We join Senator Tom Coburn and many conservative organizations in supporting
health insurance exchanges like that established in Utah,” said Rep. Tom Newell, R-
Seminole.  “But we think it is important to sever any ties to Obamacare, which means that the
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federal funds need to be rejected.”
            “The idea of an exchange based upon free-market principles comes from the Heritage
Foundation, a leading conservative think tank,” said Rep. Sean Roberts, R-Hominy.  “The
idea was around before President Obama, but it appears he is now trying to use exchanges to
push federal health care.”
            “We will continue to work with the Governor and House leadership in promoting
Oklahoma health care solutions, not Washington D.C. solutions,” said Rep. Marty Quinn, R-
Claremore.
            “Many of us in the House campaigned on the platform of free market principles. If we
accept federal money with strings attached, we are going back on our word,” said Rep. Josh
Cockroft, R-Tecumseh. “It is time for us to sever any ties to Obamacare and allow the private
sector to thrive under these free market principles.”
            “I strongly support the private sector and oppose Obamacare and the use of federal
money for a health care exchange,” said Rep. Dennis Casey, R-Morrison.
            “The state must learn to stop accepting federal money and let Oklahomans take care
of Oklahoma,” said Rep. Aaron Stiles, R-Norman.
            “The attachment of the federal money and its link to federal health care was not fully
recognized before the vote on the exchange,” said Rep. Dustin Roberts, R-Durant.
            “Clarification of the issue seems to tie federal grant money to the Obamacare effort,”
said Rep. Jadine Nollan, R-Sand Springs.  “I support an Oklahoma health insurance exchange
without any federal ties.”
 
For further comment:
Contact: State Rep. Randy Grau                    Contact: State Rep. Josh Cockroft
Capitol: (405) 557-7360                                 Capitol: (405) 557-7349
 
Contact: State Rep. Dennis Casey                 Contact: State Rep. Rusty Farley
Capitol: (405) 557-7344                                 Capitol: (405) 557-7363
 
Contact: State Rep. Elise Hall                                   Contact: State Rep. Tom Newell
Capitol: (405) 557-7403                                 Capitol: (405) 557-7372
 
Contact: State Rep. Jadine Nollan                 Contact: State Rep. Marty Quinn
Capitol: (405) 557-7390                                 Capitol: (405) 557-7380
 
Contact: State Rep. Dustin Roberts               Contact: State Rep. Sean Roberts
Capitol: (405) 557-7366                                 Capitol: (405) 557-7322
 
Contact: State Rep. Aaron Stiles                   Contact: State Rep. Steve Vaughan
Capitol: (405) 557-7386                                 Capitol: (405) 557-7355
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NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
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From: Craig Perry
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Craig Perry
Subject: FW: Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage Return of Federal "Obamacare" Funds
Date: Tuesday, December 20, 2011 11:05:00 AM
Attachments: grauvotes.xlsx

See press release below.  He had two NO votes on agenda items.  One on the emergency for
the aerospace bill, and a no on the $350,000 cap.  His votes are attached.  Also here is an
email he sent me on behalf of the other freshmen requesting a meeting with the gov last
session:
 
 
I, along with some other freshman representatives, would like to have an opportunity to meet
with the Governor briefly to discuss the “Early Innovator” grant.  As you know, several GOP
freshman, most of who support the Oklahoma health insurance exchange, issued a statement
encouraging the rejection of the federal funds.  Our intent was simply to make record of our
opinion.  Unfortunately, some have interpreted this statement as singling out our Governor
or standing in opposition to her.  This was not the intent and we would like the opportunity to
confirm our support of the Governor and commitment to her leadership.  Please “reply all”
to let us know when she may be available, and thank you in advance for your help with this
issue.
 
 

 
Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
April 13, 2011

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact info below
 

Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage
Return of Federal “Obamacare” Funds

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Freshman Republican representatives are encouraging state officials
to not accept federal funds promised to Oklahoma under an “Early Innovator” grant
authorized by the federal Affordable Care Act.
            In February, the House approved HB 2130, which establishes a state health insurance
exchange.  The bill did not include a provision to accept or deny the $54M grant.
            “What we voted for was a free-market exchange based on choice and competition,
which will ultimately lower health care costs,” said Rep. Randy Grau, R-Edmond.  “We did
not vote to accept federal money that may require us to set up a federal health care system.”
            “Since the vote on HB 2130, it has become increasingly apparent that we cannot
accept this money without also accepting the strings attached to it,” said Rep. Elise Hall, R-
Oklahoma City.  “It is time to go on record that we do not want this money, but instead, we
want to set up an exchange that is right for Oklahoma, not Washington D.C.”
            “We join Senator Tom Coburn and many conservative organizations in supporting
health insurance exchanges like that established in Utah,” said Rep. Tom Newell, R-
Seminole.  “But we think it is important to sever any ties to Obamacare, which means that the
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federal funds need to be rejected.”
            “The idea of an exchange based upon free-market principles comes from the Heritage
Foundation, a leading conservative think tank,” said Rep. Sean Roberts, R-Hominy.  “The
idea was around before President Obama, but it appears he is now trying to use exchanges to
push federal health care.”
            “We will continue to work with the Governor and House leadership in promoting
Oklahoma health care solutions, not Washington D.C. solutions,” said Rep. Marty Quinn, R-
Claremore.
            “Many of us in the House campaigned on the platform of free market principles. If we
accept federal money with strings attached, we are going back on our word,” said Rep. Josh
Cockroft, R-Tecumseh. “It is time for us to sever any ties to Obamacare and allow the private
sector to thrive under these free market principles.”
            “I strongly support the private sector and oppose Obamacare and the use of federal
money for a health care exchange,” said Rep. Dennis Casey, R-Morrison.
            “The state must learn to stop accepting federal money and let Oklahomans take care
of Oklahoma,” said Rep. Aaron Stiles, R-Norman.
            “The attachment of the federal money and its link to federal health care was not fully
recognized before the vote on the exchange,” said Rep. Dustin Roberts, R-Durant.
            “Clarification of the issue seems to tie federal grant money to the Obamacare effort,”
said Rep. Jadine Nollan, R-Sand Springs.  “I support an Oklahoma health insurance exchange
without any federal ties.”
 
For further comment:
Contact: State Rep. Randy Grau                    Contact: State Rep. Josh Cockroft
Capitol: (405) 557-7360                                 Capitol: (405) 557-7349
 
Contact: State Rep. Dennis Casey                 Contact: State Rep. Rusty Farley
Capitol: (405) 557-7344                                 Capitol: (405) 557-7363
 
Contact: State Rep. Elise Hall                                   Contact: State Rep. Tom Newell
Capitol: (405) 557-7403                                 Capitol: (405) 557-7372
 
Contact: State Rep. Jadine Nollan                 Contact: State Rep. Marty Quinn
Capitol: (405) 557-7390                                 Capitol: (405) 557-7380
 
Contact: State Rep. Dustin Roberts               Contact: State Rep. Sean Roberts
Capitol: (405) 557-7366                                 Capitol: (405) 557-7322
 
Contact: State Rep. Aaron Stiles                   Contact: State Rep. Steve Vaughan
Capitol: (405) 557-7386                                 Capitol: (405) 557-7355
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; atkins@oksenate.gov; (thompsont@oksenate.gov)
Subject: FW: From Meeting
Date: Monday, March 05, 2012 11:13:00 AM

FYI...

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com

-----Original Message-----
From: Glen Mulready [mailto:Glen.Mulready@okhouse.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 05, 2012 7:44 AM
To: Gary Stanislawski; Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs; John Estus
Subject: From Meeting

From our meeting on Thursday, I thought I would send out what I read at that time.  Again, keep in
mind that this was scratched out from the hip on a yellow pad during session. (my disclaimer) 
However, there seemed to be some agreement in the meeting the IF we go down this path, this is a
good basic messaging.  As a reminder, this is a "what if" scenario.  We have NOT determined if we will
be going down this path.  We should know more tomorrow.

Basic message.....

"We received early unofficial indications that the plan/strategy that we were attempting to put in place
to hold back a federal health insurance exchange and preserve our state's private healthcare system and
private health insurance markets will not be viewed by HHS as any kind of compliance with the ACA and
therefore would not prevent nor delay them from moving forward to establish a federal health insurance
exchange.
The House, Senate, and Governor's office have no desire to move further into compliance with the ACA
prior to the Supreme Court decsion and November election. 
Therefore, at this point we have decided that we will not move forward.  If indeed our two avenues of
repeal (legal and ballot) do not materialize and a federal insurance exchange has been established in
Oklahoma, at the earliest opportunity, we plan to give HHS 12 month notice of our desire to takeover
any federal exchange that has been established."

Hope this helps.  We'll be in close touch.
GM

PS  Sen Stanislawski, please forward to Trait and Nathan...I somehow did not have their emails in my
iPad.

Sent from my iPad
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally
privileged, and exempt from disclosure under law. It is intended
solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is
unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure,
copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken
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in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful.

The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail
transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability
for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its
attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible
computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its
attachments,
and waive any right or recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Fw: Fwd: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
Date: Sunday, February 12, 2012 7:55:59 PM

FYI
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Sunday, February 12, 2012 07:55 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Subject: Fwd: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points 
 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson <
Date: February 12, 2012 15:29:06 CST
To: Marie Sanderson <
Cc: Mike Schrimpf <mschrimpf@RGA.ORG>, Jon Thompson
<jthompson@RGA.ORG>, Mike Adams <MAdams@RGA.ORG>, Lindsay
Russell <  "Conrad, Matt (GOV)"
<Matt.Conrad@governor.virginia.gov>, "Kent, Martin (GOV)"
<Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov>
Subject: FW: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points

Good Afternoon Action Officers and Healthcare Leads:
 
Your Communication staff received the following talking points from RGA/RGPPC today
re the Amicus brief release tomorrow.  Copied to this email are Mike Schrimpf, Comm
Director, and Jon Thompson, Press Secretary, of our communications shop if you have
any questions.  You may contact me as well. 
 
As soon as we receive the final brief in the morning, we will circulate.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
Repulican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rga.org/
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From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Sunday, February 12, 2012 2:03 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Jon Thompson
Subject: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
 
Hello,
 
Some of you asked for talking points about the amicus/PPACA. Please find those below.
 
Best,
 
Mike
 

Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
 

Amicus Brief Topline Talking Points
 

The amicus brief has three main arguments:
 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.      <!--[endif]-->The presumption of

Constitutionality attaching to PPACA is weak owing to the
irregular parliamentary process employed in its enactment.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.      <!--[endif]-->The fact that Congress has never

before required a citizen to purchase a good or service from
another citizen negates the existence of that power.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->3.      <!--[endif]-->The individual mandate and

penalty are contrary to the text of the commerce clause and
foundational understandings

 
While the amicus focuses on the individual mandate, this case is about far more
than just the individual mandate. The Obama administration’s healthcare
takeover grants sweeping authority to the federal bureaucracy to dictate to
individuals, churches, charities, hospitals, schools, businesses and states how
they must operate. This is the opposite of the vision of America set forth by our
nation’s founders.

 
General PPACA Talking Points

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.                  <!--[endif]-->The Obama Administration has

failed to adequately respond to the states requests for more
flexibility: unfunded mandates, maintenance of effort, healthcare
exchanges, denied waivers.

 



<!--[if !supportLists]-->a.       <!--[endif]-->Essential to note:
Republican governors proactively offered 31 specific solutions
for reforming and saving Medicaid, but received no response
from the White House.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.      <!--[endif]-->True cost of Obamacare after the
Democrats’ budget gimmicks are removed is $2.5 trillion.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3.      <!--[endif]-->States cannot afford Obamacare,
and the White House’s failure to work with the states creates more
uncertainty for both state budgets, which in turns creates uncertainty
for businesses who don’t know how states will pay for Obamacare’s
provisions.

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->4.      <!--[endif]-->ObamaCare is driving up premiums
and jeopardizing coverage for millions of Americans.  President
Obama promised he would make our economy stronger, but policies
like ObamaCare have made it worse.

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->a.       <!--[endif]-->The Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Service actuaries find that Obamacare will
dramatically increase the near-term growth rate of health care
costs. In 2014, the actuaries find that growth in the net cost of
health insurance will increase by nearly 14 percent, compared
to 3.5% if PPACA had never passed.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->b.      <!--[endif]-->A June 2011 report by
McKinsey & Co. found that 30-50 percent of employers said
they would stop offering health coverage once the bulk of
ObamaCare took effect.

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->c.       <!--[endif]-->A May 2011
PriceWaterhouseCoopers survey found that 84 percent of
employers would make changes to their plan as a result of
ObamaCare. 

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->d.      <!--[endif]-->Candidate Obama repeatedly
promised his health care plan would LOWER premiums by
$2,500 per family, and do so within his first term.  But the
price of the average employer-sponsored plan ROSE by more
than $2,200 per family since Obama was first elected in 2008,
according to studies from the Kaiser Family Foundation.  In
other words, Obama’s abandoned promise has cost American
families nearly $5,000 per year – a $2,200 premium increase
compared to a $2,500 promised premium reduction. 

 



<!--[if !supportLists]-->5.      <!--[endif]-->Healthcare Exchanges: CMS
continues to provide limited guidance and seeks to mandate a one size
fit all approach to exchanges. Contrary to a recent White House report
indicating that states are moving for embracing and implementing
healthcare exchanges, states remain confused and are either not
moving forward under any scenario or moving forward 1) play
defense to the federal government, or 2) implement a market based
anti-obamacare exchange. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->6.      <!--[endif]-->The Administration’s
“compromise” on conscience protections for religious-affiliated
employers now places the mandate on insurers to sell contraceptive
coverage.

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->a.       <!--[endif]-->While religious employers
will no longer be forced to provide products to which they
have moral objections, they will be required to facilitate,
directly or indirectly, access to those products.  The
Administration is forcing religious groups to “wash their
hands” of actions they find morally objectionable by placing
the mandate elsewhere.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->b.      <!--[endif]-->Also, the rule is not fully
repealed.  The mandate will remain in place for other
employers who may have conscience concerns about coverage
of contraception and abortifacients.  Religious leaders have
expressed their strong desire to repeal the entire contraceptive
mandate, noting that maintaining this new federal requirement –
included in the President’s unpopular health care law – would still
create moral difficulties for “good…business people who can’t in
good conscience cooperate” with a federal mandate that violates
their religious beliefs.

 

More Detailed Summary of Amicus Arguments

 

I.             THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY ATTACHING
TO PPACA IS WEAK OWING TO THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS
EMPLOYED IN ITS ENACTMENT.  There is doctrinal and philosophical support
for such a presumption resting upon notions of separation of powers, particularly
where it appears PPACA was not passed through any process resembling regular
order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late on Christmas Eve 2009 as a
floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative vehicle was a House tax
bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in PPACA.   PPACA
passed the Senate on cloture with considerable minority protest. To the extent that a
presumption of constitutionality arises from regular order and a hard look by
Congress at the limits of its own power, those conditions are simply not
present.        



 

II.            THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER
CLAIMED THE POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A
GOOD OR SERVICE FROM ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE
THE EXISTENCE OF THAT POWER.  In the case of PPACA, the lack of
historical precedent was well known to Congress before it acted.  At the heart of
PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires American citizens to purchase a good or
service from other citizens, namely, a health insurance policy.  When the Senate
Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research Service whether a mandate
supported by a penalty would be constitutional, the response was equivocal: 
"Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce Clause is
perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is a novel issue
whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to purchase a good or
a service."  

 

III.           THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CONTRARY TO THE
TEXT OF THE COMMERCE CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL
UNDERSTANDINGS.       

 

A.            The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the
Commerce Clause.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or
mutual change of goods, wares, productions, or property of any kind, between
nations or individuals, either by barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  This
is commerce.  Its hallmarks are spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a command
to buy something.  The claim that commerce means not commercial activity but
mere passivity is violently discordant with any normal use of the word commerce at
the Founding or at any subsequent time.               

 

B.            The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted
Makes it Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to
Purchase Goods or Services From Another Citizen.  The founding generation
would have regarded as preposterous any suggestion that Great Britain could have
solved its colonial problems by commanding Americans to purchase tea under the
generally conceded power of parliament to regulate commerce. 

 

C.            There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a
Citizen to Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen.              Because
this regime viewed the regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless
that activity harmed or threatened harm to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198
U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would
have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The question thus becomes, has the
Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that has extended the
Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?

 

D.            As this Court Found in Denying the Secretary's Motion to Dismiss, the



Mandate and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the Commerce
Clause and Associated Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by Supreme
Court Precedent.  "[E]ven if [an] activity be local and though it may not be
regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by Congress if it
exerts a substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this irrespective of
whether such effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct'
or 'indirect.'"  Wickard, 317 U.S.  at 125 (emphasis added).  Wickard marks the
affirmative outer limits of the Commerce Clause. 

 

Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that
Congress can regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the
channels of interstate commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce,"
and (3) "activities that substantially affect interstate commerce."  Lopez, 514 U.S. at
558-59.  “[T]he Federal balance is too essential a part of our constitutional structure
and plays too vital a role in securing freedom for us to admit inability to intervene
when one or the other level of Government has tipped the scales too far."  Id. at 578.

          

None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  This
Court elsewhere has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is
limited by general principles of federalism independent of any direct prohibition. 
Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706 (1999) ("When a 'Law . . . for carrying into Execution'
the Commerce Clause violates the principle of state sovereignty reflected in the
various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a 'Law . . . proper for carrying into
Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words of The Federalist, 'merely
[an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'") (citing Printz, 521
U.S. at 923-24).  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate and penalty
might be to the congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under the
Necessary and Proper Clause. 

 

 



From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Fwd: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
Date: Monday, February 13, 2012 8:39:00 AM

 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Sunday, February 12, 2012 7:56 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Fw: Fwd: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
 
FYI
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Sunday, February 12, 2012 07:55 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Subject: Fwd: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points 
 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson <
Date: February 12, 2012 15:29:06 CST
To: Marie Sanderson <
Cc: Mike Schrimpf <mschrimpf@RGA.ORG>, Jon Thompson <jthompson@RGA.ORG>,
Mike Adams <MAdams@RGA.ORG>, Lindsay Russell <  "Conrad,
Matt (GOV)" <Matt.Conrad@governor.virginia.gov>, "Kent, Martin (GOV)"
<Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov>
Subject: FW: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points

Good Afternoon Action Officers and Healthcare Leads:
 
Your Communication staff received the following talking points from RGA/RGPPC today
re the Amicus brief release tomorrow.  Copied to this email are Mike Schrimpf, Comm
Director, and Jon Thompson, Press Secretary, of our communications shop if you have
any questions.  You may contact me as well. 
 
As soon as we receive the final brief in the morning, we will circulate.
 
Best,
Marie
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Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
Repulican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rga.org/

 
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Sunday, February 12, 2012 2:03 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Jon Thompson
Subject: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
 
Hello,
 
Some of you asked for talking points about the amicus/PPACA. Please find those below.
 
Best,
 
Mike
 

Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
 

Amicus Brief Topline Talking Points
 

The amicus brief has three main arguments:
 
1.        The presumption of Constitutionality attaching to PPACA is weak

owing to the irregular parliamentary process employed in its
enactment.

 
2.        The fact that Congress has never before required a citizen to

purchase a good or service from another citizen negates the
existence of that power.

 
3.        The individual mandate and penalty are contrary to the text of the

commerce clause and foundational understandings
 
While the amicus focuses on the individual mandate, this case is about far more
than just the individual mandate. The Obama administration’s healthcare
takeover grants sweeping authority to the federal bureaucracy to dictate to
individuals, churches, charities, hospitals, schools, businesses and states how
they must operate. This is the opposite of the vision of America set forth by our
nation’s founders.

 
General PPACA Talking Points

mailto:MSanderson@rga.org


 
1.                   The Obama Administration has failed to adequately respond to

the states requests for more flexibility: unfunded mandates,
maintenance of effort, healthcare exchanges, denied waivers.

 
a.       Essential to note: Republican governors proactively offered 31

specific solutions for reforming and saving Medicaid, but
received no response from the White House.
 

2.       True cost of Obamacare after the Democrats’ budget gimmicks are
removed is $2.5 trillion.
 

3.       States cannot afford Obamacare, and the White House’s failure to
work with the states creates more uncertainty for both state budgets,
which in turns creates uncertainty for businesses who don’t know how
states will pay for Obamacare’s provisions.

 

4.       ObamaCare is driving up premiums and jeopardizing coverage for
millions of Americans.  President Obama promised he would make
our economy stronger, but policies like ObamaCare have made it
worse.

 

a.       The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Service actuaries find
that Obamacare will dramatically increase the near-term
growth rate of health care costs. In 2014, the actuaries find that
growth in the net cost of health insurance will increase by
nearly 14 percent, compared to 3.5% if PPACA had never
passed.
 

b.      A June 2011 report by McKinsey & Co. found that 30-50
percent of employers said they would stop offering health
coverage once the bulk of ObamaCare took effect.

 

c.        A May 2011 PriceWaterhouseCoopers survey found that 84
percent of employers would make changes to their plan as a
result of ObamaCare. 

 

d.      Candidate Obama repeatedly promised his health care plan
would LOWER premiums by $2,500 per family, and do so
within his first term.  But the price of the average employer-
sponsored plan ROSE by more than $2,200 per family since
Obama was first elected in 2008, according to studies from the
Kaiser Family Foundation.  In other words, Obama’s
abandoned promise has cost American families nearly $5,000
per year – a $2,200 premium increase compared to a $2,500
promised premium reduction. 



 

5.       Healthcare Exchanges: CMS continues to provide limited guidance
and seeks to mandate a one size fit all approach to exchanges.
Contrary to a recent White House report indicating that states are
moving for embracing and implementing healthcare exchanges, states
remain confused and are either not moving forward under any
scenario or moving forward 1) play defense to the federal
government, or 2) implement a market based anti-obamacare
exchange. 
 

6.       The Administration’s “compromise” on conscience protections for
religious-affiliated employers now places the mandate on insurers to
sell contraceptive coverage.

 

a.       While religious employers will no longer be forced to provide
products to which they have moral objections, they will be
required to facilitate, directly or indirectly, access to those
products.  The Administration is forcing religious groups to
“wash their hands” of actions they find morally objectionable
by placing the mandate elsewhere.
 

b.      Also, the rule is not fully repealed.  The mandate will remain
in place for other employers who may have conscience
concerns about coverage of contraception and abortifacients. 
Religious leaders have expressed their strong desire to repeal
the entire contraceptive mandate, noting that maintaining this
new federal requirement – included in the President’s unpopular
health care law – would still create moral difficulties for “good…
business people who can’t in good conscience cooperate” with a
federal mandate that violates their religious beliefs.

 

More Detailed Summary of Amicus Arguments

 

I.             THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY ATTACHING
TO PPACA IS WEAK OWING TO THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS
EMPLOYED IN ITS ENACTMENT.  There is doctrinal and philosophical support
for such a presumption resting upon notions of separation of powers, particularly
where it appears PPACA was not passed through any process resembling regular
order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late on Christmas Eve 2009 as a
floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative vehicle was a House tax
bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in PPACA.   PPACA
passed the Senate on cloture with considerable minority protest. To the extent that a
presumption of constitutionality arises from regular order and a hard look by
Congress at the limits of its own power, those conditions are simply not
present.        

 



II.            THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER
CLAIMED THE POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A
GOOD OR SERVICE FROM ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE
THE EXISTENCE OF THAT POWER.  In the case of PPACA, the lack of
historical precedent was well known to Congress before it acted.  At the heart of
PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires American citizens to purchase a good or
service from other citizens, namely, a health insurance policy.  When the Senate
Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research Service whether a mandate
supported by a penalty would be constitutional, the response was equivocal: 
"Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce Clause is
perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is a novel issue
whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to purchase a good or
a service."  

 

III.           THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CONTRARY TO THE
TEXT OF THE COMMERCE CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL
UNDERSTANDINGS.       

 

A.            The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the
Commerce Clause.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or
mutual change of goods, wares, productions, or property of any kind, between
nations or individuals, either by barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  This
is commerce.  Its hallmarks are spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a command
to buy something.  The claim that commerce means not commercial activity but
mere passivity is violently discordant with any normal use of the word commerce at
the Founding or at any subsequent time.               

 

B.            The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted
Makes it Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to
Purchase Goods or Services From Another Citizen.  The founding generation
would have regarded as preposterous any suggestion that Great Britain could have
solved its colonial problems by commanding Americans to purchase tea under the
generally conceded power of parliament to regulate commerce. 

 

C.            There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a
Citizen to Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen.              Because
this regime viewed the regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless
that activity harmed or threatened harm to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198
U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would
have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The question thus becomes, has the
Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that has extended the
Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?

 

D.            As this Court Found in Denying the Secretary's Motion to Dismiss, the
Mandate and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the Commerce
Clause and Associated Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by Supreme



Court Precedent.  "[E]ven if [an] activity be local and though it may not be
regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by Congress if it
exerts a substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this irrespective of
whether such effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct'
or 'indirect.'"  Wickard, 317 U.S.  at 125 (emphasis added).  Wickard marks the
affirmative outer limits of the Commerce Clause. 

 

Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that
Congress can regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the
channels of interstate commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce,"
and (3) "activities that substantially affect interstate commerce."  Lopez, 514 U.S. at
558-59.  “[T]he Federal balance is too essential a part of our constitutional structure
and plays too vital a role in securing freedom for us to admit inability to intervene
when one or the other level of Government has tipped the scales too far."  Id. at 578.

          

None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  This
Court elsewhere has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is
limited by general principles of federalism independent of any direct prohibition. 
Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706 (1999) ("When a 'Law . . . for carrying into Execution'
the Commerce Clause violates the principle of state sovereignty reflected in the
various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a 'Law . . . proper for carrying into
Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words of The Federalist, 'merely
[an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'") (citing Printz, 521
U.S. at 923-24).  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate and penalty
might be to the congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under the
Necessary and Proper Clause. 
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From: Alex Weintz [mailto:aweintz ] 
Sent: Sunday, August 26, 2012 04:29 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Fwd: Approved Fallin convention speech draft 
 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Alex Weintz 
Date: Saturday, August 25, 2012
Subject: Fwd: Approved Fallin convention speech draft
To: "maryfallin " <maryfallin >,
"denisenorthrup " <denisenorthrup  "aweintz "
<aweintz >

Thank you.

President Ronald Reagan once said that "there are no great limits to
growth, because there are no limits of human intelligence, imagination
and wonder."

He believed, like I believe—like Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan
believe—that the potential for America is limitless.

We can – and we will – overcome any economic challenge IF government
lets go of the regulatory chokehold zapping the air out of the economy
and deflating the spirits of our entrepreneurs.

We need a president who will applaud and encourage those who work hard
to pursue their dreams ... to reach their potential … and, in doing
so, make themselves and America better and stronger. That man is Mitt
Romney.

The history of my state of Oklahoma offers a great example of pursuing
the American Dream. It was built and settled by pioneers moving West
to seek better lives.

During the great Land Run of 1889, thousands of families rushed to put
a stake down on empty plots of land.

They built tent cities overnight, they farmed the land and worked hard.

And In 1897, eight years after the Land Run, a handful of adventurous
pioneers risked their own money -- NOT, the federal government’s -- to
drill Oklahoma’s first oil well, the Nellie Johnstone.
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By doing so, these early-day pioneers changed the future and the
fortune of Oklahoma forever, and today Oklahoma is one of the nation’s
key energy producers and job creators.

President Obama wants us to believe that Oklahomans owe that success
to the federal government: to the Department of Energy, to the EPA,
the IRS or maybe even to him.

Mr. President, we know better. As we say in Oklahoma, that dog won’t hunt.

We owe these remarkable successes to the imagination and ingenuity of
people like my friend, Oklahoman Harold Hamm.

The son of sharecroppers, and the youngest of 13 children, Harold grew
up in the small town of Lexington, Oklahoma.

As a child, he helped out on the farm and went to school only after
the first freeze or Christmas.

While attending high school, he worked for a dollar an hour at a gas station.

After high school, Harold took a job cleaning out oil barrels. At the
age of 20, he bought his own truck and began a one man oil field
service business.

He made enough money to begin taking college level classes in geology
and mineralogy.

At 26 years old, he drilled a wildcat well that produced 75 barrels of
oil an hour … we call that a gusher.

Today, Harold Hamm is the Chairman and CEO of Oklahoma’s own
Continental Resources, a top ten U.S. producer of crude oil with over
700 employees operating in 18 states and valued at over $13 Billion.
Now Harold and his company are helping to power cars, homes and
businesses across the nation.

Harold and other energy entrepreneurs have completely transformed the
U.S.’s energy outlook. And with a President Romney, we’ll reduce
America’s dependence on foreign oil even further and create even more
American jobs.

Harold’ success story is not one-of-a-kind; it is an American dream
that has been realized by countless men and women since the founding
of this country.

He is just one of the many visionaries and innovators in the private
sector that are the true drivers of economic growth and job creation.

And that’s where President Obama just doesn’t get it.

He’ll tell you that “if you’ve got a business, you didn’t build that.



Someone else did.”

Well, Mr. President – like who? The IRS? The EPA? Or the federal government?

The president believes that government is responsible for our
successes … and that’s why his solution to everything is more
government, bigger spending, more regulation, and more bureaucratic
programs like ObamaCare.

He says his plans are working, but look at  the results:
•       41 straight months of unemployment over 8%.
•       23 Million Americans out of work.
•       A nation threatened by $15 trillion of debt
•       Families feeling pinched not just by a bad economy, but by a
president who promised hope and change … and left many Americans with
no hope and just change in their pockets
President Obama believes the power of a Big Government is the key to
American success.

Mitt Romney believes in the power of the people.

Governor Romney understands that free enterprise and hard work -- not
government handouts -- have made the United States the envy of the
world.

He will reverse the tide of decline and promote economic security. He
knows it’s hardworking American families, not federal bureaucracy that
“have built” our great and glorious nation.

Governor Romney is ready to lead. He has the experience and the vision
we need to restore America’s economy and its greatness.

I am proud to support his candidacy for president, and as the next
leader of the Free World, he’ll make us proud.



From: Scott Mason
To: "smasoniv
Subject: Fw: Fwd: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:30:23 PM

Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

via AT&T BlackBerry
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 02:28 PM
To: Scott Mason 
Subject: Fwd: draft: exchanges/medicaid 
 
Pls print

Begin forwarded message:

From: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Date: November 15, 2012 12:16:58 PM PST
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>, Denise Northrup
<Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid

This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about
so maybe that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma
would not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the
proposed Medicaid expansion under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and
health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action for
Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange
and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our
priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase access to health care,
lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and
regulatory restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made
worse by the 1,000 plus page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the
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future of Oklahoma’s health care policy is a complex one.  The decision, for
instance, to either create a state-based exchange that is compliant with the ACA,
or to let the federal government run one of its own designs, requires a large
amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how
much will an insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been
left unanswered. It continues to be disappointing and frustrating that so little
information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable
position. As I have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both
unworkable and unaffordable. The people of Oklahoma have also
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA through their support of
State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to mandate the
purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a
choice. We are being asked to either join the federal government in helping to
implement the ACA by creating an exchange approved by the Obama
Administration, or else to accept one created and run by the federal government.
While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the state of Oklahoma
does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and staff to
designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and
regulations within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an
exchange of its own making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the
federal government today that Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a
state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that
Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable and threaten
other vital state services by permanently committing the state of Oklahoma to
annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each year. Expenses of that
magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government priorities,
such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological
stripes have criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously.
The first will be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through
the appropriate legal channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed
a lawsuit challenging the legality of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported
by my office. Our second, and equally important goal, will be to pursue state-
based solutions that offer families better access to more affordable and high
quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 



 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange
and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our
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future of Oklahoma’s health care policy is a complex one.  The decision, for
instance, to either create a state-based exchange that is compliant with the ACA,
or to let the federal government run one of its own designs, requires a large
amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how
much will an insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been
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State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to mandate the
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annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each year. Expenses of that
magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government priorities,
such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological
stripes have criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously.
The first will be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through
the appropriate legal channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed
a lawsuit challenging the legality of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported
by my office. Our second, and equally important goal, will be to pursue state-
based solutions that offer families better access to more affordable and high
quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working with
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solutions for Oklahoma families. 
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Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
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Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

via AT&T BlackBerry
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 05:39 PM
To: Scott Mason 
Subject: Fwd: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal 
 
Pls print

Begin forwarded message:

From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: November 15, 2012 3:29:08 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors
McDonnell and Jindal

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IEA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:14 PM
To: HHS IEA (OS/IEA)
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/IEA); Barson, Emily (HHS/IEA); Snow, Jennifer (HHS/IEA);
Moushey, Allyn (HHS/IEA)
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
 
Dear Colleague:
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Today, Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius responded to a letter from
Governor McDonnell and Governor Jindal to the President regarding timelines for
electing a State-based Exchange.  A copy of the Secretary’s letter is attached.
 
Paul Dioguardi

Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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Sleeping with the Enemy? 
National Governors Association Meeting to Pair U.S.
Governors and Chinese Party Leaders

OK-SAFE 6/6/11 - U.S. Governors will be saying more than "Ni hau"

(Hello)� to Chinese party officials at an upcoming National Governors

Association (NGA) meeting.

The U.S. - China Governors Forum, scheduled for July 15-17, 2011 in Salt

Lake City, Utah, is set to include one-on-one pairing of U.S. Governors with

Chinese provincial party secretaries and Governors.� The pairings, called

"peer-to-peer exchanges," aim to "strengthen bilateral cooperation." Topics

are to include items of "mutual interest,"� i. e. "job creation, education,

health and economic cooperation."

A second session will take place in China in late 2011 or early 2012.

This forum is the result of a Memorandum of Understanding concerning

the establishment of the U.S.-China Governors Forum to Promote

Sub-National Cooperation, signed by Sen. of State Hillary Clinton on

mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:membership@ok-safe.com
http://campaigns.ratepoint.com/campaigns/6717098d12341a4b2eec7fab869b246f?r=c33d63778b9196a24ffba464eef6eb71
http://ratepoint.com/tellus/20505?id=6717098d12341a4b2eec7fab869b246f&t=ec
http://campaigns.ratepoint.com/forward/20505/6717098d12341a4b2eec7fab869b246f?e=jmtulsa@gmail.com
mailto:membership@ok-safe.com
http://subscribe.ratepoint.com/unsubscribe/20505?c=6717098d12341a4b2eec7fab869b246f&e=jmtulsa@gmail.com
http://subscribe.ratepoint.com/unsubscribe/20505?c=6717098d12341a4b2eec7fab869b246f&e=jmtulsa@gmail.com
http://et.ratepoint.com/aea8196332541ab188ce6b632fdbc625/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/4acbb211a9d918713072327e0616c2c4/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/610524a05a1e51e0e358e425ccfd26df/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/69145af3ab148697e2753a168e27e140/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e
http://et.ratepoint.com/de6adf28395635207c89768ae2f39b90/a9c16c6972113a44fc76d6679b6bb45e


Links

�

Visit our website: ok-safe.com

Sign up for�Newsletter/Action
Alerts

Radio

Listen to America in the
Balance on Truth in Focus
Internet radio.

6/5/11 - Guest Vicky Davis

discusses her latest article

"Quislings to Collaborate with
Communist Chinese" about

the upcoming National

Governors Association

meeting where U.S.

Governors will be partnering

one-on-one with Chinese

party officials 

05/15/11 -Guest Charl Van

Wyk, Missionary with

Frontline Ministries and

author of Shooting Back: The
Right and Duty of Self-
Defense, recounts the day

terrorists stormed the South

African church he attended

and how his shooting back

saved lives. Charl reveals

what is happening under

communist rule in South

Africa, particularly the

increased murder rate since

the government restricted

gun ownership.

5/1/11 - Guest Terri Hall,

founder of Texas Turf, gives

and update on the re-

imergence of the Trans-

Texas Corridor, public-private

partnerships, toll roads on

existing highways, and selling

off the state's infrastructure to

foreign interests, all under

Republican leadership.

4/3/11 - Guest Michael F.

January 19, 2011.

Secretary Clinton shakes hands with the Chinese foreign minister after the memorandum
of understanding signing, 1/19/2011 
Photo Source: U.S. Dept. of State

The Governors Forum will be held behind close doors. 

[See researcher Vicky Davis'� excellent article on this meeting, entitled

"Quislings to Collaborate with Communist Chinese."]

The collaboration is indicative of the deepening U.S. involvement with the

Chinese government, particularly at the sub-national (state and local)

level.� 

Increased Agreements

A the Third Round of the U.S.-China Strategic and Economic Dialogue held

in May 2011 the U.S. and China agreed to 48 strategic outcomes, including

"further cooperation between U.S. and Chinese enterprises and institutions
on healthcare, disaster response, and smart grids."

The Rhodium Group, (RHG) has a China Investment Monitor map, indicating

that between 2003-2010 there were 230 deals between states and China,

totaling $11.7 Billion in "greenfield and acquisition" investments. This

includes Oklahoma.

Oklahoma

According to The Rhodium Group investment map, Oklahoma� has one�
Chinese investment so far, totaling $4 million in "consumer products". 

Governor Mary Fallin, a member of the NGA's Economic Development and

Commerce Committee, will most likely be promoting more Chinese

investment in Oklahoma.� 

From this committee's May 2011 briefing:

"Attracting Foreign Direct Investment into the States
On May 17, 2011, the NGA Economic Development and Commerce
Committee hosted a briefing for governors' staff about the role of foreign
direct investment from the perspective of U.S. subsidiaries of foreign parent
companies. Topics discussed included how to recruit investment, tax
challenges, conflict-of-laws and the importance of physical infrastructure to
global competitiveness. Panelists: Tom Langan, director of U.S. government
relations and public affairs, Unilever (NGA Corporate Fellow); Nancy
McLernon, president and CEO, Organization for International Investment
(OFII); and, John Lettieri, senior director of public policy and government
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Cannon, Director of Health

Policy Studies at the Cato

Institute, discusses why

"Obamacare Can't Be Fixed,
and Now is the Time to
Dismantle It"; federal grants

for state-based health

insurance exchanges; and

why states should not
institute insurance

exchanges. 
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affairs, OFII. Audio link (mp3)"

Oklahoma's Dept. of Commerce promotes Foreign Direct Investment in

Oklahoma.

Oklahoma's universities have been busy developing Chinese partnerships,

including OU's Confucius Institute, which aims to "foster a permanent place

for the teaching and study of Chinese in Oklahoma K-12 schools courses."

Where's the Document?

According to the Chinese Embassy in the U.S website, describing President

Hu Jintao's U.S. visit: :

"During Hu's January visit, the two governments signed a memorandum of
understanding commissioning the CPAFFC and the NGA to create the
governors forum mechanism.

According to the document, the forum will serve as an important
communication platform aimed at promoting practical cooperation at the sub-
national level in areas such as trade, investment, energy, environment
and culture"

No amount of searching of the State Department, White House, and

Chinese embassy websites has revealed the actual Memorandum of

Understanding document.� 

A FOIA request for a copy of the MOU has been submitted to the State

Dept.'s Office of Global Intergovernmental Affairs.

The 2011 NGA Winter Meeting , held in Washington D.C. featured Zhou Qiang, Party

Secretary, Hunan Provincial Committee, pictured above.� Zhou encouraged increased
sub-national  cooperation. Photo Source: National Governors Association.

What are the intentions of the Fallin administration regarding expanding

Chinese involvement in Oklahoma?� 

Does Gov. Fallin intend to partner with a Chinese party official at the July

meeting in Salt Lake City and seek increased "sub-national cooperation"?

Does Fallin intend to encourage Chinese foreign direct investment in

Oklahoma or seek public-private partnerships with the Chinese in

developing Oklahoma's infrastructure?

These and other questions need to be answered by this "conservative"

governor.
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Blogroll:

OK-SAFE Blog

AxXiom for Liberty

OCPAC

OK2A

OKforTEA

OK Grassroots

ROPE

The Anti-Planner

The Online POOP

Tulsa 912Project

Patriot Seed Store

Grassroots in Nebraska

Research/News:

American Deception

American Policy Center

Cato Institute

Channeling Reality

EdLibertyWatch

EPIC

Freedom Advocates

Global Research

National Center for Constitutional

Studies

Randy Bright Articles

Reinventing Government

Scribd

Sovereignty International

Tulsa Beacon

WND

Constitutional Alliance

Liberty Forge

Liberty Forge is a social

network devoted to

connecting voters and groups

who support a constitutionally

limited government. Since

elections are the only part of

our Republic that is

democratic, and the

representative to citizen ratio

is so low, it only makes sense

to have a discussion forum to

enable voters to vet

candidates and issues. The

power of Liberty Forge is in

assigning a discussion forum

to each individual voting

district. As a member you

enroll in your voting district

discussion groups and focus

your time and energy on the

Governor Fallin's office contact information: 

Phone: 405-521-2342

Email: info@gov.ok.gov

Health Exchange Update - Public Meetings
�
OK-SAFE, 6/6/11 - The substitute language for the failed HB 2130 (HUB

board bill,  establishing governance of the health insurance exchange)�
finally appeared in SB 971, introduced on 4/27/11.

Due to all the calls, emails and legislative visits by the Oklahoma grassroots,

OK leadership decided not to hear SB 971, choosing instead to form a

special joint legislative committee to study the issue this fall.

From the 5/23/11 Tulsa World article by Wayne Greene:

"OKLAHOMA CITY - Two Tulsa lawmakers have been chosen to deal with

one of the hottest of political hot potatoes next fall. 

Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, and Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, are the

leaders of a special joint legislative committee that will study how the state

should respond to the federal mandate to create a state health insurance

exchange." Rest here.

These public meetings should be attended by anyone with concerns about

the controversial health care reform act.� 

Contact Information:

Sen. Gary Stanislawski - stanislawski@oksenate.gov

Rep. Glen Mulready - glen.mulready@okhouse.gov 

Psalm 118: 8,9 - "It  is better to take refuge in the LORD than�to trust in man; It is better
to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes."

From Texas Turf: 

Texas for Sale: New laws sell Texas to highest bidder 
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aspects of government which

you have the most power and

responsibility to effect.

Liberty Forge

by Terri Hall,  June 2, 2011

Excerpt:

Name your price & they�ll sell you Texas

A steady stream of bills to sell-off Texas infrastructure to private

corporations flooded the pipeline during the 82nd Regular Session of the

Texas Legislature with a key bill,  SB 1048, to authorize state and local

governments to privatize virtually every kind of public infrastructure (except

roads) and charge user fees or lease payments for the public to access its

own buildings: schools, hospitals, nursing homes, water supply facilities,

ports, mass transit, libraries, even telecommunications and pipelines.

Rest of article here.

�
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Sleeping with the Enemy? 
National Governors Association Meeting to Pair U.S.
Governors and Chinese Party Leaders

OK-SAFE 6/6/11 - U.S. Governors will be saying more than "Ni hau" (Hello)  to

Chinese party officials at an upcoming National Governors Association (NGA)

meeting.

The U.S. - China Governors Forum, scheduled for July 15-17, 2011 in Salt Lake

City, Utah, is set to include one-on-one pairing of U.S. Governors with Chinese

provincial party secretaries and Governors.  The pairings, called "peer-to-peer

exchanges," aim to "strengthen bilateral cooperation." Topics are to include items of

"mutual interest,"  i. e. "job creation, education, health and economic cooperation."

A second session will take place in China in late 2011 or early 2012.

This forum is the result of a Memorandum of Understanding concerning the

establishment of the U.S.-China Governors Forum to Promote Sub-

National Cooperation, signed by Sen. of State Hillary Clinton on January 19,

2011.

Secretary Clinton shakes hands with  the Chinese foreign minister after  the memorandum of
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Listen to America in the
Balance on Truth in Focus
Internet radio.

6/5/11 - Guest Vicky Davis

discusses her latest article

"Quislings to Collaborate with
Communist Chinese" about the

upcoming National Governors

Association meeting where U.S.

Governors will be partnering

one-on-one with Chinese party

officials 

05/15/11 -Guest Charl Van

Wyk, Missionary with Frontline

Ministries and author of

Shooting Back: The Right and
Duty of Self-Defense,  recounts

the day terrorists stormed the

South African church he

attended and how his shooting

back saved lives. Charl reveals

what is happening under

communist rule in South Africa,

particularly the increased

murder rate since the

government restricted gun

ownership.

5/1/11 - Guest Terri Hall,

founder of Texas Turf, gives

and update on the re-imergence

of the Trans-Texas Corridor,

public-private partnerships, toll

roads on existing highways, and

selling off the state's

infrastructure to foreign

interests, all  under Republican

leadership.

4/3/11 - Guest Michael F.

Cannon, Director of Health

Policy Studies at the Cato

Institute, discusses why

"Obamacare Can't Be Fixed,
and Now is the Time to
Dismantle It";  federal grants for

state-based health insurance

exchanges; and why states

should not institute insurance

exchanges. 

Truth in Focus Radio.         

New! Idaho-SAFE:
Sovereignty and Free

Enterprise is catching on -

Check out the new Idaho-SAFE

at www.idaho-safe.org

  

 

 

Contact Us:

understanding signing,  1/19/2011 

Photo Source:  U.S. Dept. of State

The Governors Forum will be held behind close doors. 

[See researcher Vicky Davis'  excellent article on this meeting, entitled "Quislings to
Collaborate with Communist Chinese."]

The collaboration is indicative of the deepening U.S. involvement with the Chinese

government, particularly at the sub-national (state and local) level.  

Increased Agreements

A the Third Round of the U.S.-China Strategic and Economic Dialogue held in May

2011 the U.S. and China agreed to 48 strategic outcomes, including "further
cooperation between U.S. and Chinese enterprises and institutions on healthcare,
disaster response, and smart grids."

The Rhodium Group, (RHG) has a China Investment Monitor map, indicating that

between 2003-2010 there were 230 deals between states and China, totaling $11.7

Billion in "greenfield and acquisition" investments. This includes Oklahoma.

Oklahoma

According to The Rhodium Group investment map, Oklahoma  has one  Chinese

investment so far, totaling $4 million in "consumer products". 

Governor Mary Fallin, a member of the NGA's Economic Development and

Commerce Committee, will most likely be promoting more Chinese investment in

Oklahoma.  

From this committee's May 2011 briefing:

"Attracting Foreign Direct Investment into the States
On May 17, 2011, the NGA Economic Development and Commerce Committee
hosted a briefing for governors' staff about the role of foreign direct investment from
the perspective of U.S. subsidiaries of foreign parent companies. Topics discussed
included how to recruit investment, tax challenges, conflict-of-laws and the
importance of physical infrastructure to global competitiveness. Panelists: Tom
Langan, director of U.S. government relations and public affairs, Unilever (NGA
Corporate Fellow); Nancy McLernon, president and CEO, Organization for
International Investment (OFII); and, John Lettieri,  senior director of public policy and
government affairs, OFII. Audio link (mp3)"

Oklahoma's Dept. of Commerce promotes Foreign Direct Investment in Oklahoma.

Oklahoma's universities have been busy developing Chinese partnerships, including

OU's Confucius Institute, which aims to "foster a permanent place for the teaching

and study of Chinese in Oklahoma K-12 schools courses."

Where's the Document?

According to the Chinese Embassy in the U.S website, describing President Hu

Jintao's U.S. visit: :

"During Hu's January visit, the two governments signed a memorandum of
understanding commissioning the CPAFFC and the NGA to create the governors
forum mechanism.

According to the document, the forum will serve as an important communication
platform aimed at promoting practical cooperation at the sub-national level in areas
such as trade, investment, energy, environment and culture"

No amount of searching of the State Department, White House, and Chinese

embassy websites has revealed the actual Memorandum of Understanding

document.  

A FOIA request for a copy of the MOU has been submitted to the State Dept.'s

Office of Global Intergovernmental Affairs.
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Email: oksafe@windstream.net

Mail: 

OK-SAFE, Inc. 

P.O. Box 33148 

Tulsa, OK  74153 

2011 Dues now due.  

Pay online or make checks

payable to 

OK-SAFE, Inc. and mail to the

above P.O. Box.

Individual: $50/yr

Group: $100/yr

OK-SAFE, Inc. is a 501c4 non-

profit Oklahoma corporation. 

 

 
Blogroll:

OK-SAFE Blog

AxXiom for Liberty

OCPAC

OK2A

OKforTEA

OK Grassroots

ROPE

The Anti-Planner

The Online POOP

Tulsa 912Project

Patriot Seed Store

Grassroots in Nebraska

Research/News:

American Deception

American Policy Center

Cato Institute

Channeling Reality

EdLibertyWatch

EPIC

Freedom Advocates

Global Research

National Center for Constitutional

Studies

Randy Bright Articles

Reinventing Government

Scribd

Sovereignty International

The 2011 NGA Winter  Meeting , held in  Washington D.C. featured Zhou Qiang, Party  Secretary,

Hunan Provincial  Committee,  pictured above.   Zhou encouraged increased sub-national cooperation.

Photo Source:  National  Governors Association.

What are the intentions of the Fallin administration regarding expanding Chinese

involvement in Oklahoma?  

Does Gov. Fallin intend to partner with a Chinese party official at the July meeting in

Salt Lake City and seek increased "sub-national cooperation"?

Does Fallin intend to encourage Chinese foreign direct investment in Oklahoma or

seek public-private partnerships with the Chinese in developing Oklahoma's

infrastructure?

These and other questions need to be answered by this "conservative" governor.

Governor Fallin's office contact information: 

Phone: 405-521-2342

Email: info@gov.ok.gov

 

Health Exchange Update - Public Meetings
 
OK-SAFE, 6/6/11 - The substitute language for the failed HB 2130 (HUB board bill,

establishing governance of the health insurance exchange)  finally appeared in SB

971, introduced on 4/27/11.

Due to all  the calls, emails and legislative visits by the Oklahoma grassroots, OK

leadership decided not to hear SB 971, choosing instead to form a special joint

legislative committee to study the issue this fall.

From the 5/23/11 Tulsa World article by Wayne Greene:

"OKLAHOMA CITY - Two Tulsa lawmakers have been chosen to deal with one of

the hottest of political hot potatoes next fall. 

Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, and Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, are the leaders

of a special joint legislative committee that will study how the state should respond

to the federal mandate to create a state health insurance exchange." Rest here.

These public meetings should be attended by anyone with concerns about the

controversial health care reform act.  

Contact Information:

Sen. Gary Stanislawski - stanislawski@oksenate.gov

Rep. Glen Mulready - glen.mulready@okhouse.gov 
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Liberty Forge

Liberty Forge is a social

network devoted to connecting

voters and groups who support

a constitutionally limited

government. Since elections are

the only part of our Republic

that is democratic, and the

representative to citizen ratio is

so low, it only makes sense to

have a discussion forum to

enable voters to vet candidates

and issues. The power of

Liberty Forge is in assigning a

discussion forum to each

individual voting district. As a

member you enroll in your

voting district discussion groups

and focus your time and energy

on the aspects of government

which you have the most power

and responsibility to effect.

Liberty Forge

Psalm 118: 8,9 - "It  is better  to take refuge in  the LORD than to trust in  man;  It  is better  to take
refuge in  the LORD than to trust in  princes."

 

From Texas Turf: 

Texas for Sale: New laws sell Texas to highest bidder 
by Terri Hall,  June 2, 2011

Excerpt:

Name your price & they’ll sell you Texas

A steady stream of bills to sell-off Texas infrastructure to private corporations

flooded the pipeline during the 82nd Regular Session of the Texas Legislature with

a key bill, SB 1048, to authorize state and local governments to privatize virtually

every kind of public infrastructure (except roads) and charge user fees or lease

payments for the public to access its own buildings: schools, hospitals, nursing

homes, water supply facilities, ports, mass transit,  libraries, even

telecommunications and pipelines.

Rest of article here.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Preston Doerflinger
Subject: Fw: Fwd: WSJ Top Left Hand Corner Editorial Today
Date: Saturday, August 04, 2012 10:02:41 AM

 
From: Mary Fallin [mailto: ] 
Sent: Saturday, August 04, 2012 09:21 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Fwd: WSJ Top Left Hand Corner Editorial Today 
 
Good warning 

Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Larry Parman" 
Date: August 4, 2012 7:15:21 AM CDT
To: <maryfallin >
Subject: WSJ Top Left Hand Corner Editorial Today

The slow-motion collapse of the government status quo across the Western
world is obvious, but the reality is the opposite of what Twain said about
Wagner's music—it's worse than it sounds. That's the message of a recent report
from Richard Ravitch and Paul Volcker that deserves far more attention than it
has received.
Since 2010 the former New York Lieutenant Governor and Federal Reserve
Chairman have been scrutinizing the balance sheets of six of the largest states—
California, Illinois, New Jersey, New York, Texas and Virginia. Their
conclusions make clear that Washington is not the only part of the government
headed for the fiscal cliff.
Some of the problems the State Budget Crisis Task Force identifies are familiar:
growing health-care spending and unfunded pension liabilities, for example.
Others are not. Taking in "the totality of the problems," Messrs. Ravitch and
Volcker write, "the storm warnings are very serious" and the "existing trajectory
of state spending, taxation and administrative practices cannot be sustained."
• Medicaid. This state-federal program that increasingly pays for middle-class
health care is the major albatross. Spending has grown faster than the economy
every year since the 1960s, 7.2% annually over the last decade. It is now the
largest part of state budgets—24% on average—and "the imbalance (or structural
budget gap) can no longer be absorbed without significant cuts to other essential
state programs like education or unpopular tax increases or both."
The panel also found that these costs are driven by states choosing to increase
enrollment and create new benefits, rather than by rising underlying medical

Thought you might want to see this.  I had a lively exchange this
past week with our fixed income institutional portfolio manager at
CSO re our municipal holdings.
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costs. One of four New Yorkers is on Medicaid, and 70% of the coverage is not
required by federal law.
Some 29% of California's population is in Medicaid, though it only accounts for
11.8% of the Golden State budget, well below the national average of 15.8%.
But that share is so low only because California spends so much on other things
too. New York spends more on Medicaid than Florida, Texas and Pennsylvania
—combined.
Medicaid costs over the decade are due to jump 8.1% annually, as required by
the Affordable Care Act's expansion. Without ObamaCare, the yearly rise would
still be 6.6%.
• Pensions. The burgeoning retirement benefits that states owe their public
employees are well-known. But the Ravitch-Volcker task force emphasizes that,
unlike federal entitlements, state pension obligations are almost always
constitutionally protected. In other words, they are non-modifiable contracts, not
merely political promises.
California has 62 state and local pension systems, Texas 75, Illinois 457. The
1990s and 2000s saw a reckless benefit build-out—California even increased
pensions for people who had already retired. The states are supposed to prefund
these liabilities so they are able to pay out once vested, but by and large they
don't. States then assume an 8% return on their investments, which means they
can stint on their taxpayer contributions and make their pensions look healthier
than they really are.
The bad news is that today they already look like they belong on a gurney at
Antietam, despite such gaming. Using more conservative assumptions, the task
force calculates that the unfunded liabilities in the six states comes to $386.2
billion, or about a quarter of every dollar they will eventually be required to
spend.
The task force also does the service of noticing retiree health insurance benefits,
which states (unlike corporations) are not required to disclose. At a minimum,
the panel figures the six states owe $539 billion, with no plan to defuse this time
bomb.
Combining pensions and other special public employee privileges, Illinois's total
unfunded liability works out to $15,800 per citizen—the only all-in data the task
force could acquire. The true number may be far higher in the other five states.
• Budget gimmicks. The other novel Ravitch-Volcker observation is that no one
knows for sure how deep these problems run, because the states are running
bookkeeping cons that disguise the fiscal realities. The task force uncovered
"chronic dependence" on gambits like assets sales, "temporary" raids on rainy-
day funds, and shifting current spending to future years "as an ongoing budget
strategy."
New York created an Albany-guaranteed "local government assistance
corporation" to hide spending that would have run through the general fund.
Illinois is borrowing short term for cash flow to make unpaid bills.
California, Illinois, New Jersey and New York are even securitizing their future
tax revenue—that is, not merely borrowing with bonds that must be serviced but
selling their projected tax collections to investors. So to "balance" their budgets
today, they're making it far harder to correct them in the future and locking in
higher tax rates. Even Greece doesn't do that.
The message of the Ravitch-Volcker report is that some large portion of the
states are replicating the dysfunctions of Washington—adding to entitlements



that crowd out priorities like schools and bridges, and then concealing the real
danger when they're not ignoring it. State and local governments now spend $2.5
trillion, and rising. Without 49 more Scott Walkers, the fiscal mayhem has only
begun.
A version of this article appeared August 4, 2012, on page A14 in the U.S.
edition of The Wall Street Journal, with the headline: Coming to a State Near
You.

Larry Parman
Parman & Easterday - Customized Legacy Wealth Estate Plans,
completed within 30 days, for a fixed fee...satisfaction guaranteed!
P.S. Our firm is a Charter Member of the American Academy of
Estate Planning Attorneys.  Consumer Reports Money Adviser
(January 2009) has recommended the American Academy of Estate
Planning Attorneys to consumers looking for qualified attorneys. This
comes in addition to numerous recommendations by Money
Magazine and Suze Orman in her book, 9 Steps to Financial
Freedom. For more information about creating your estate plan
today visit our website at www.parmanlaw.com. 
13913-B Quail Pointe Drive
Oklahoma City, OK 73134
405.843.6100 (O) 888.872.6260 (F)
Circular 230 Disclosure: Internal Revenue Service regulations provide that, for

the purpose of avoiding certain penalties under the Internal Revenue Service,

taxpayers may rely on opinions of counsel that meet specific requirements set

forth in the regulations, including a requirement that such opinions contain

extensive factual and legal discussion and analysis. Any  tax advice that may

be contained in this message does not constitute an opinion that meets the

requirements of the regulations. Any such tax advice therefore cannot be

used, and was not intended or written to be used, for the purpose of avoiding

any federal tax penalties that the Internal Revenue Service may attempt to

impose. The legal advice expressed in this message is being delivered to you

solely for your use in connections with the matters addressed herein and may

not be made available to or relied upon be any other person or entity or used

for any other purpose without out prior written consent.
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From: Steve Mullins
To: susanmullins
Subject: FW: FYI - Gov. Fallin will be on Greta Van Susteren"s show tonight on Fox News
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:57:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Governor's Staff
Subject: FYI - Gov. Fallin will be on Greta Van Susteren's show tonight on Fox News
 
All,
 
The governor will be on the Greta Van Susteren show on Fox News Channel tonight at
approximately 9:30 p.m. CST to talk about the decision not to pursue a state-based health
insurance exchange and the decision to not expand the Medicaid system in Oklahoma.
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: FYI: New Republican Governors Mark 100 Days
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 1:48:29 PM

----- Original Message -----
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 01:45 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@governor.state.ms.us>; vmariethomas
<
Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov <john.katz@alaska.gov>; russ.kelly@alaska.gov <russ.kelly@alaska.gov>;
lgromis  <  macarter32  <  RSerote@az.gov
<RSerote@az.gov>; Adam.nordstrom  <
JohnPatrick.Walsh  <
Rob.Jakubik  <  bfulenwider@georgia.gov
<bfulenwider@georgia.gov>; ehames@georgia.gov <ehames@georgia.gov>;
brandymarty03  <  dhiowa  <
jabot10  <  jboeyink34  <
travisrichmond  <  wkloiber  <
David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov <David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov>; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov
<jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov>; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov <Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov>;
Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov <JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov>;
tedpitts@gov.sc.gov <tedpitts@gov.sc.gov>; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us
<hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us>; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us
<bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us>; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us <Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us>;
Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us <Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us>;
Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov <Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov>;
michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov <michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov>; Candice Whitfield
<CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us>; eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov
<eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov>; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov
<Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov>; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov
<kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov>; Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov
<Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov>; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov <sirena.ramirez@guam.gov>;

 <  griffin  <
wstruble  <  wags@la.gov <wags@la.gov>;
Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us <Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us>; kristacarman
<  Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov <Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov>;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov <mary.mayhew@maine.gov>; brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov
<brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov>; Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov
<Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>; blackwellr2@michigan.gov <blackwellr2@michigan.gov>;
chadderdona@michigan.gov <chadderdona@michigan.gov>; mcbrideb@michigan.gov
<mcbrideb@michigan.gov>; muchmored@michigan.gov <muchmored@michigan.gov>;
tomichz@michigan.gov <tomichz@michigan.gov>; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov
<Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov>; brian  <  ryan
<  nguillemard  <  sarah.echols@prfaa.com
<sarah.echols@prfaa.com>; Mike Schrimpf <mschrimpf@RGA.ORG>; Lindsay Russell
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mschrimpf@rga.org

New Republican Governors Mark 100 Days

Today marks 100 days since the last of the country’s new majority of Republican governors took office.
Already, these 18 new governors have made a profound impact on their states as well as the nation at-
large.

They have proven that true reform can occur despite opposition from well-funded, powerful interests
and have shown Washington that not only can deep-holed budgets be balanced without raising taxes,
but that it is possible to implement entitlement reform and restructure government’s long-term costs
and succeed. From education reform to fiscal and government reform, Republican governors are
providing unparalleled political leadership.

Below is a list of the new governors’ major initiatives and successes in their first 100 days:

Gov. Robert Bentley (AL)

·        Signed the Responsible Budgeting and Spending Act which revises the budgeting process for the
Education Trust Fund by allowing a “rolling reserve” process to make the Education Trust Fund resistant
to proration.

·        Working to implement health insurance exchanges that will increase competition and lower costs.

Gov. Rick Scott (FL)
·        Rejected federal high speed rail proposal.

o   Instead announced support of meaningful infrastructure projects like the dredging of the Port of
Miami - a project that will help create 33,000 jobs - to accommodate Post Panamax ships and increased
shipping that will result when the Panama Canal is expanded and free trade agreements with Colombia
and Panama are ratified.

·        Signed an executive order to freeze job-killing regulations and establish the Office of Fiscal
Accountability and Regulatory Reform to review all new rules.

o   This office has already identified more than 1000 unnecessary regulations that can be repealed.

·        Signed the Student Success Act into law, establishing a system to pay the best teachers more and
eliminate teacher tenure for new teachers.

·        Created a Drug Strike Force to attack illegal use of prescription drugs by targeting criminal
distributors.

·        Sold state-owned aircraft to reduce unnecessary state spending - one of the Governor’s campaign
promises

·        Job Creation: through Gov. Scott’s commitment to reduce the size, scope and cost of
government, as well as return savings to taxpayers through tax cuts, the Governor has enticed
companies like Bing Energy and Chromalloy to move operations to Florida and companies like Vision
Airlines to expand business in the Sunshine State.
Gov. Nathan Deal (GA)



·        Signed an overhaul of the state's cash-strapped HOPE scholarship into law, which assists students
with their educational costs of attending college in Georgia.

·        Passed an $18.3 billion budget without controversy.

·        Earmarked $32 million in bond money for water infrastructure projects.

·        Improved accessibility, holding regular legislative office hours for lawmakers.

Governor Terry Branstad (IA)

·        Restored openness in state government:

o   Launched a weekly video "Ask the Gov" Question and Answer series

o   Revived weekly press conference after previous administrations abolished it

o   Webcast live every weekly news conference

o   Launched the "Call Gov. Branstad" show on WHO Radio

·        Opening Iowa back up for business

o   Signed an executive order rescinding burdensome RICE rule

o   Announced new businesses bringing hundreds of jobs to Iowa, including Alltech, Cargill and Valent
BioSciences Corporation.

o   Signed an executive order requiring a Jobs Impact Statement for every proposed rule so as to know
exactly the ramifications contained therein.

·        Improving the state’s finances:

o   Gov. Branstad insists on a biennial budget that balances with five-year revenue projections and
spends less than Iowa takes in each year.
Gov. Sam Brownback (KS)

·        Sweeping reform of state agencies to find efficiencies, reduce burdensome regulation and focus
on the core functions of state government.

o   Established Office of the Repealer to review state laws and regulations and identify those which are
unreasonable, unduly burdensome, duplicative, or contradictory.

o   Created Citizens Regulatory Review Board to review new rules and regulations proposed by state
agencies and provide the Governor with feedback on any concerns raised by its review.

o   Eliminated, streamlined and/or re-organized seven state agencies.

o   Streamlined state human resources and homeland security, ensuring efficiency, uniformity and cost-
effectiveness for state government agencies and cuts overhead costs.

·        Established Rural Opportunity Zones:

o   Designated 50 counties as “Rural Opportunity Zones” (ROZ), providing an income tax exemption for
certain out-of-state taxpayers who relocate to those counties; and authorizing the counties to
participate in a state-matching program to repay student loans of up to $15,000 for college graduates
who move to ROZ counties.

Gov. Paul LePage (ME)



·        Expedited state repayments of a Medicaid debt to hospitals.

·        Agreed to allow the Maine Educational Loan Authority (MELA) to proceed with issuance of tax-
exempt student loan revenue bonds to fund student loans for the upcoming academic year.

·        Worked to remove unnecessary regulation, which will ease the burden on working families.

Gov. Rick Snyder (MI)

·       Fundamentally realigning the state’s tax structure to encourage investment and job creation.

·        Put in place tools to help the state and local governments reduce long-term costs.

·       Produced a budget plan that would cut taxes on businesses by more than $1.5 billion – including
the elimination of the Michigan Business Tax.

Gov. Susanna Martinez (NM)

·       Balanced the budget:

o   Governor Susana Martinez balanced a nearly-half billion dollar deficit she inherited upon taking office
without raising taxes.

o   Governor Martinez’s balanced budget cut unnecessary spending, allowing an increase in state
funding levels for top priorities like public education and healthcare for the most vulnerable citizens.

·        Education reform:

o   Governor Martinez worked with a bi-partisan group of legislators to pass a new school evaluation
system with overwhelming support. New Mexico schools will now be graded on an easy-to-understand
A-F scale, allowing parents to know how well their schools are serving their children and taxpayers to
know how effectively their tax dollars are spent. This legislation will also speed up the process of
assisting failing schools by targeting resources and providing additional help to struggling students.

·        Katie's Law:

o   This legislation will require a DNA sample from anyone arrested for a felony crime in New Mexico.
New Mexico now has one of the strongest versions of Katie's Law in the country, giving law
enforcement one of the best available tools to prevent crimes, convict criminals, and exonerate the
innocent.

o   Governor Martinez originally championed this legislation as a district attorney in 2006, but the bill
that eventually passed only required a sample to be taken for certain violent felony arrests.
Gov. Jack Dalrymple (ND)

·       Proposed budget includes cutting property and income taxes by $500 million and unprecedented
investments in infrastructure without borrowing money, while continuing to build the state’s reserves to
more than $1 billion.

·        Signed into law HB 1013, providing $100 million to help communities in North Dakota’s oil and
gas counties offset direct impacts created by the rapidly developing energy industry.

Gov. Brian Sandoval (NV)
·        Balanced the budget in the most challenging time in modern Nevada history.

·        Introduced comprehensive education reform package.

·        Improving government transparency and accessibility.
Gov. John Kasich (OH)



·        Senate Bill 5 levels the playing field between taxpayers and the government workers who serve
them, while maintaining government employees‘ ability to collectively bargain on wages and working
conditions.

·        Governor Kasich’s Jobs Budget would balance an $8 billion deficit while preserving an $800
million tax cut for Ohio families.

·        JobsOhio was established through House Bill 1 and is a non-profit economic development
corporation that will work more effectively than Ohio’s current state-centered efforts to retain and
attract businesses.  JobsOhio will be managed by a board of directors who are leaders in the business
world, and because it is not a government entity, it will move at the speed of the market rather than at
the speed of statute.

·        Saving Jobs: Companies with major Ohio presences like American Greetings, Bob Evans, Diebold
and Goodyear have committed to remaining in the state – preserving 5,500 jobs – and the
unemployment rate has dropped below 9 percent for the first time in two years.

·        Common Sense Initiative (CSI): Led by Lt. Gov. Taylor, is already eliminating undue burdens on
business and helping Ohio companies grow and thrive.

·        Statewide Coordination in the Fight Against Opiate Abuse: Through the new Cabinet-level Opiate
Task Force will direct addiction prevention efforts across the state.  The task force has already led to the
raid of two pill mills where important evidence was collected that may assist in this effort.
Gov. Mary Fallin (OK)

·        Delivered landmark, comprehensive lawsuit-reform legislation:

o   By placing a hard cap of $350,000 on non-economic damages and pursuing other common-sense
legal reforms, Governor Fallin has helped to ensure that our legal system is fair to plaintiffs and victims
without the kind of “jackpot justice” that drives jobs out of state.

·        Cut Taxes:

o   Allowed the income tax trigger to take place, cutting income taxes in Oklahoma by roughly $120
million annually for businesses and individuals.

·        Brought more accountability to public schools:

o   Governor Fallin signed into law important legislation empowering the state superintendent and
eliminating “trial de novo,” a costly legal appeals process that makes it nearly impossible to terminate
ineffective teachers.

·        Continued the fight against ObamaCare and federal overreach:

o   The governor worked with Attorney General Scott Pruitt to ensure that the state of Oklahoma joined
other states in challenging the constitutionality of President Obama’s health care bill.

o   She has also agreed to refuse $54 billion in federal funds to ensure that Oklahoma cannot be tied to
ObamaCare.

Gov. Tom Corbett (PA)

·        Advocating For a Responsible Budget:

o   When Gov. Corbett came into office in January, Pennsylvania was faced with a $4.3 billion dollar
deficit.  His budget eliminates the deficit without raising taxes by reducing the cost of government.

·        The Fair Share Act:

o   Will end abusive and frivolous civil lawsuits that target parties with “deep pockets” instead of the



defendants who are most culpable.

o   Has passed the House and is making its way through the Senate.

o   The measure will improve Pennsylvania’s economic climate and competitiveness.

·        Pushing for education reform:

o   Gov. Corbett’s plan includes school choice, merit pay, local property tax reform and giving school
districts the ability to furlough employees when economic conditions make it necessary.

Gov. Nikki Haley (SC)

·        Passed legislation that put more House and Senate votes on the record.

·        Took taxpayer cash away from the state's public television and arts operations.

·        Set in motion plans to deal with a soaring deficit in Medicaid programs and to restructure state
government.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard (SD)

·        Signed a balanced budget that completely eliminated the state’s structural deficit without raising
taxes or using one-time money.

·        Proposed and signed package of bills to increase state incentives for economic development.

Gov. Bill Haslam (TN)

·        Teacher tenure reform:

o   Changed probationary period from three to five years.

o   Included performance evaluations in tenure review.

o   Gave principals flexibility to keep teachers beyond five year period but not grant tenure.

·        Jobs4TN economic development strategy

o   Regionalized strategies and created target industry clusters where Tennessee already has a clear
competitive advantage.

o   Created ECD field director positions to be the region's 'ombudsman' for businesses.

o   Put focus more on turning Tennessee-based intellectual property from research hubs such as ORNL,
St. Jude and Vanderbilt into Tennessee jobs.

o   Restructured the Economic and Community Development office.

·        Budget proposal -- $1.8 billion less than previous years while still maintaining essential services.
Gov. Scott Walker (WI)

·        24,000 private sector jobs created, including 8,200 manufacturing jobs.

·        Eliminated state taxes on Health Savings Accounts.

·        Reformed Wisconsin’s litigation climate.

·        Signed relocation and economic development tax credit legislation.



·        Providing tax relief for Wisconsin’s job creators: small businesses.

·        Transforming the Department of Commerce into the Wisconsin Economic Development
Corporation.

·        Enacted supermajority for passage of tax increase legislation.

·        Right-sizing state government with modest requests on state pension, health care.

·        Balancing Wisconsin’s FY 2011 Budget.

·        Proposed budget that balances $3.6 billion deficit and reduces the structural deficit to lowest point
in recent history.

·        Introduced 3rd Grade Reading Taskforce to make sure every Wisconsin 3rd grader can read at
grade level.

·        Aggressively marketed Wisconsin as “Open for Business” after massive Illinois tax increase.

Gov. Matt Mead (WY)

·        Began streamlining state government:

o   Governor Mead and the Republican Legislature combined two state agencies into a single agency.

o   Governor Mead cut salaries in his Office.

o   Reviewing all existing executive orders going back decades to remove any that are unnecessary or
irrelevant.

·        Finished the legislative session while continuing to maintain a surplus and put money into savings.

·        Successfully advocated for job creating initiatives that could bring new industries to Wyoming like
data centers.

·        Kept a tax exemption in place for manufacturers.

o   Shortly after signing that bill a new employer (Worthing Gestamp) announced they would build a
wind tower manufacturing facility in Wyoming.
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GOP Governors Detail the Costs of Obamacare on the States

 
As the Supreme Court today hears arguments about the impact upon the states of expanding
Medicaid, the Republican Governors Association released information from states
highlighting the costs of expanding Medicaid and implementing the health care law.
 
“President Obama’s federal health care takeover was enacted by Democrats in Congress over
the objection of governors and with little regard for the costs to the states,” said RGA
Chairman Bob McDonnell. “The federal health care law shifts billions of dollars in unfunded,
long-term costs to state governments while restricting the ability of governors to craft
Medicaid solutions for the citizens of their states. This one-size-fits-all approach is yet
another reason why the health care law needs to be replaced, and Republican governors have
offered a blueprint for true reform. The current law is simply unaffordable, unsustainable and
unworkable.”
 
Costs to the States:
 

Alabama
 
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and in
the near future.
 
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2
Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.
 
Medicaid Expansion Details

·         By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This
is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less
than 133% of the federal poverty level.
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·         Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and

400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would
increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to
about 40% of the population.
 

·         Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new
population.
 

·         This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal
government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.
 

·         HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll
and manage the new recipients.
 

·         Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds.
Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate
between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching
rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and
Medicaid.

 
Alaska

 
Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and
continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget of
the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the
Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation.
 
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds
to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss of
enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in
Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state
general fund expenditures.
 
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over
the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that
cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While
direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in later
years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing impact
of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.
 

Arizona
 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions,
are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully
implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual
Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to
100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching
rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full
federal financing).

 
Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid
spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state
general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected
deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return
the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s



Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in
population due to the PPACA.
 

Florida
 
According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion
will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians
to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 
Georgia

 
The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an
estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs. 
This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between
FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more
federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of
new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the
impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.
 

Idaho
 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid
caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase in
participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost attributed
to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be $228
million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid system
readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million.
 
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement because
of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State legislative
decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and designed. 
The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will be
approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs
related to the expansion. 
 
In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to
design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is
working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the
Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections. 
 

Indiana
 
The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid
expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.
 
A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M annually. This is in
addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there
will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange
is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 
Iowa

 
As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures.
Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of
Iowa General Fund expenditures.
 
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time



money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex
funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 
 
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will
increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of
implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered
lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this expansion
is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255 million) in the
first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The uncertainty
surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.
 
Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will
have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is
vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements
continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care
providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most. 

 
Kansas

 
Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will
continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from
$2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period,
enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated
PPACA expansion. 
 
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is
the federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the
CHIP program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an
option to raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical
premium. 
 
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track Section
1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to implement
KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will incorporate nearly all
Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services and supports. The
second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based Medicaid and
CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the federal-state
relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the program's statutory
goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 
Louisiana

 

Obamacare is expected to cost Louisiana a total of $7 billion in additional state general funds
over the next 10 years.

 

Obamacare will increase Medicaid rolls by 645,843 over the next 10 years at a cost of $3.69
billion in state general funds.

 

High costs of the IT systems needed to implement the expansions and the link to the Exchange
(whether state-run or federal) are estimated to cost $162 million in state general funds.



Increase payments to primary care providers, increased utilization for physicians and hospitals
are estimated to cost $2.6 billion in state general funds.

Maine
 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009
to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over
one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers
have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of
increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians
have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care
services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As
Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and
the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make
necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.

 
Mississippi

 
The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next
ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.
 

Nebraska
 
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska
estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health
Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange
project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and regulations,
the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5 million per year
starting in 2016.
 

Nevada
 
In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General
Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through
2019.

 
New Mexico

 
With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 –
175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600
million between 2014 and 2019.
 

North Dakota
 
With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional Medicaid
spending is $106 million over 10 years.

 
Ohio

 
The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services.
These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-
term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on
how to manage the program.

 
Oklahoma



 
The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will
cost an additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new
Oklahoman’s to the Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020.

 
Pennsylvania

 
Pennsylvania's Medicaid spending has doubled over the past ten years and it now comprises
31% of the state’s budget. It has grown four times faster than K-12 spending, and nine times
faster than transportation spending.  Even before the healthcare bill passed, Medicaid has been
on an unsustainable path.  Under this law, these statistics will only get worse.  Pennsylvania will
see an additional 800,000 individuals on the Medicaid rolls adding a significant burden to the
budget and taxpayers. As the Medicaid population continues to increase and state revenues
continue to not keep pace, the mandates of the maintenance of effort requirement and the lack of
any meaningful flexibility within the program will  severely hamper virtually all other aspects of
the state budget.  States simply cannot afford Obamacare.  Their budgets will be crushed by the
Medicaid expansion that the federal establishment is forcing on them.  Americans deserve a
vibrant, robust, competitive and transparent health care system that puts patients and quality
first, focuses on personal responsibility, not a large government takeover that shifts the costs
from the federal government to state tax payers.  

 
South Carolina

 
Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the
Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid.
The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020
ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate
and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.
 

South Dakota
 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply
with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the
MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop
providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on
Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or
quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are
counter-productive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.
 

Tennessee
 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming
fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels.
Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to



the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone
just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line
with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more
people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of need.
However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change.
 
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost
the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make
common sense adjustments to the program.
 

Texas
 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of the
state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the
program.
 
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state
$27 billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care
rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid
Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming
Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the
federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas
Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid
and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.
 

Utah
 
The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional
burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours,
equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent
on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department
$112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred by
the Commissioner or our actuary
 

Virginia
 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the
State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been updated
since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of economic
growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of PPACA, the
higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study completed for
Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-mandated tax
on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will cost Virginia, a
heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through 2023; this was not
included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 - $500 million
would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the process of re-
estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of 2012.  At that
time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in Virginia, and reflect
a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis and federal guidance



that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”
 

Wisconsin
 

If implemented, the PPACA will force a heavy financial burden upon the people of Wisconsin
through increased health insurance premiums, the expansion of Medicaid, and a new entitlement
that will create new inequities among working families.  Moreover, much of the new spending
will not be used to increase coverage in Wisconsin, which has already achieved the levels of
insurance that is aspired to under PPACA.  Public dollars will simply displace private dollars at a
higher cost. 
 
New estimates from the Obama Administration and the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) demonstrate that Medicaid enrollment will be higher than previously estimated.  The
Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) believes that increased enrollment among
currently eligible individuals and retention of higher income children due to Maintenance of
Effort (MOE) requirements will drive up the cost to the state.  However, the direct burden on the
state budget remains uncertain.  New eligibility rules will result in some individuals migrating
into and out of Medicaid.  Rules on federal matching rates that are critical to our fiscal analysis
have not been finalized.
 
More than 750,000 childless adults, parents, caretakers, and children are already enrolled in
Wisconsin Medicaid programs.  There will be no additional federal assistance for the vast
majority of these individuals and future enrollees.  Some additional federal assistance will apply
only to a relatively small number of individuals.  Whether the federal government will “buy out”
the state share of some eligibility groups is unknown at this time.  It will matter little to taxpayers
whether the costs will count as federal or state expenditures.  Increased federal control over the
management of the Medicaid program is stifling innovation and threatens to unnecessarily drive
up costs.

 
Wyoming

 
The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state
general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million
in state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of
approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The
Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in
2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge
bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in
2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing
a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general
funds after the 90/10 federal match.
 
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our
private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets
conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an
average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations effective
in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into the market
and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in premiums in the
individual market.
 
Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than
other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing
insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to
avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that it
would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will be
to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered
lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.



 
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming
will remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently
uninsured in our state.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits
Date: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 9:51:46 AM

Morning -- please see below. I assume Mike is correct, that the reason we did not sign the letter
requesting the  health care lawsuits be expedited is that we have filed our own lawsuit?
________________________________________
From: Mike Schrimpf [mschrimpf@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 9:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

Alex,

Please see below. My understanding of the reason why Gov. Fallin didn’t sign is because she is
planning/has her own lawsuit, but I don’t know if that is public knowledge yet.

How would you like me to respond or should I just refer to your office?

Thanks!

Mike Schrimpf
Communications Director
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(o) 202-662-4147 (c) 

From: DelPriore, Samantha [mailto:Samantha.DelPriore@FOXNEWS.COM]
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:33 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RE: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

I noticed just one GOP gov didn’t sign it (Mary Fallin). Any reason why?

Samantha Del Priore
FOX News Channel
1211 Avenue of the Americas, 18th Floor
New York, NY  10036
W: (212) 301-5360
C: (917) 499-0471
Samantha.DelPriore@foxnews.com

From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:16 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

[cid:image001.jpg@01CBC844.B3D54160]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org<mailto:tmurtaugh@rga.org>
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GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits

28 Republican governors sent a letter to President Obama today requesting him to direct the United
States Department of Justice to support an expedited appellate process for the pending healthcare
lawsuits to reach the United States Supreme Court as soon as possible.

A copy of the letter is attached.

The letter states, in part:

“This request for expedited review takes no position on PPACA, but seeks only to obtain the Supreme
Court’s final determination as soon as possible.

Given the daunting and costly financial and regulatory burdens that our states and the private sector
will face in implementing PPACA over the coming years,  particularly during this unprecedented
budgetary time, public interest requires expediting a final resolution of the litigation to give certainty as
soon as possible.  We should not endure years of litigation in the circuit courts, when the Supreme
Court can promptly provide finality.  This resolution can help prevent the states and the private sector
from undertaking potentially unnecessary measures and expenses.  More importantly, our businesses,
health care providers, and citizens of our great nation need to know as soon as possible whether all or
part of the law will be upheld or stricken, so they know their options and obligations.”
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: GOP Govs Unveil Medicaid Reform Principles
Date: Monday, June 13, 2011 11:05:00 AM
Attachments: Medicaid Reform Principles.pdf

Below is the RGA release on the healthcare task force letter.  Attached is also the final PDF of the
letter.
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 11:51 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: GOP Govs Unveil Medicaid Reform Principles
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org
 

GOP Govs Unveil Medicaid Reform Principles
 
29 Republican governors unveiled today seven guiding principles for reforming Medicaid in a
letter written to Senator Orrin Hatch, Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Finance
and Representative Fred Upton, Chairman of the House Committee on Energy and
Commerce.
 
The principles will serve as the framework for future specific recommendations from the
governors as they begin what will be an ongoing dialogue with Congress as it weighs how to
reform Medicaid.
 
“Aside from the full repeal of Obamacare, no issue is more important to fixing our nation’s
healthcare system than improving Medicaid,” said RGA Chairman Rick Perry. “Governors
must be given the flexibility to craft solutions based on their states’ specific needs without
constantly needing to ask the federal government for permission.”
 
“Medicaid is on an unsustainable trajectory that threatens the fiscal health of our states and
the nation,” said RGA Policy Chairman Haley Barbour. “Just as governors answered the call
to help reform the welfare system in the 1990’s, today’s Republican governors are committed
to working with Congress to reform Medicaid.”
 
The seven principles are:
 

1.      States and territories are best able to make decisions about the design of their healthcare
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June 13, 2011 


 


The Honorable Orrin Hatch 


Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Finance 


104 Hart Senate Office Building 


Washington, D.C. 20510 


 


The Honorable Fred Upton 


Chair, House Committee on Energy and Commerce 


2183 Rayburn House Office Building 


Washington, D.C. 20515


 


Dear Senator Hatch and Chairman Upton:   


 


Thank you for your May 23, 2011, letter regarding the challenges states face with our Medicaid 


programs.  We agree that Medicaid should be reformed in a comprehensive and sustainable 


manner, not only to improve care for our nation’s vulnerable citizens, but also to address the 


inequities, inefficiencies, excess costs, fraud, waste and abuse that are unfortunately far too 


prevalent in the “all or nothing” approach to Medicaid programs nationwide.   


 


The first step for a successful Medicaid transformation is the full repeal of the Patient Protection 


and Affordable Care Act (“PPACA”).  The delivery of health care ultimately is personal and 


local.  However, we have witnessed over the years as federal funding has expanded, so has 


federal control.  Time and again, states have been caught in more intensive federal constraints 


that add little to the value or quality of services being delivered and thwart the creativity of the 


states.   Indeed, states have proven themselves to be the real innovators in health care delivery 


while the federal government has operated Medicaid in a very prescriptive manner.  This, plus 


extensive federal mandates,  has forced states to manage their programs through one 


cumbersome, time consuming waiver at a time.  States should not have to seek waivers to 


manage their unique programs. We must reassess and focus our efforts on reshaping how health 


care is delivered through innovation, creativity and responsibility –all demonstrated capabilities 


of states.  We must bring the antiquated Medicaid program into the 21
st
 century and secure the 


program’s long-term integrity. This will only be made more difficult under the PPACA. 


 


Even prior to the PPACA, Medicaid had become one of the most challenging components of the 


budget puzzle, consuming between 15 to 25 percent of most state spending.  Moreover, a study 


published last year by the Deloitte Center for Health Solutions predicted, in a best case scenario, 


Medicaid’s proportion of state budgets by 2030 will consume up to 35 percent of spending in 


some states. At worst, it could nearly triple current spending levels. This consumption of state 


resources is crowding out other essential services such as education, public safety and even 


public health.  This is not sustainable. 


  


As Congress reviews the Medicaid program, it should provide states and territories a general 


healthcare framework where we can make necessary adjustments without constantly seeking 


permission from the federal government for changes that we already know work. Governors 







 


 


must be able to provide quality healthcare for our most vulnerable citizens while containing 


costs. As the economy changes year to year, Governors also must be able to make program 


adjustments in a timely manner in order to maintain a healthcare safety net. The following 


principles provide a pathway for true innovation in our Medicaid programs as we begin our 


conversation:   


 


Guiding Principles 


 


1. States and territories are best able to make decisions about the design of their healthcare 


systems based on the respective needs, culture and values of each state. 


 


2. States and territories should also have the opportunity to innovate by using flexible, 


accountable financing mechanisms that are transparent and that hold states accountable 


for efficiency and quality healthcare.  Such mechanisms may include a block grant, a 


capped allotment outside of a waiver, or other accountable and transparent financing 


approaches. 


 


3. Medicaid should be focused on quality, value-based and patient-centered programs that 


work in concert to improve the health of our states’ citizens and drive value over volume, 


quality over quantity, at the same time containing costs.   


 


4. States and territories must be able to streamline and simplify the eligibility process to 


ensure coverage for those most in need, and states must be able to enforce reasonable cost 


sharing for those able to pay. 


 


5. States and territories can provide Medicaid recipients a choice in their healthcare 


coverage plans, just as many have in the private market, if they are able to leverage the 


existing insurance marketplace through innovative support mechanisms.     


 


6. Territories must be ensured full integration into the federal healthcare system so they can 


provide healthcare coverage to those in need with the flexibility afforded to the states. 


 


7. States must have greater flexibility in eligibility, financing and service delivery in order 


to provide long-term services and support that keep pace with the people Medicaid 


serves.  New federal requirements threaten to stifle state innovation and investment.  In 


addition, since dual eligible now constitute 39 percent of Medicaid spending, Medicare 


policies that shift costs to the states must be reversed and the innovative power of states 


should be rewarded by a shared-savings program that allows full flexibility to target and 


deliver services, which are cost-effective for both state and federal taxpayers. 


 


We gladly accept the invitation to provide input regarding legislation which would improve 


Medicaid and secure this important program into the future.  We appreciate your recognition that 


states have pioneered good ideas for years.  We could do much more to improve quality and 


delivery while reducing costs with the right reforms, starting with repeal of the PPACA and 


based on the principles we offer herein.  We look forward to working with you.   


 







 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 


 
 
 
 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 
 


Governor Brian Sandoval 


Nevada  


Governor David Heineman 


Nebraska  


Governor Haley Barbour 


Mississippi  


Governor Paul R. LePage 


Maine  


Governor Bobby Jindal 


Louisiana  


Governor Sam Brownback 


Kansas  


Governor Terry E. Branstad 


Iowa  


Governor Mitch Daniels 


Indiana  


Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter 


Idaho  


Governor Nathan Deal 


Georgia 


Governor Rick Scott 


Florida 


 
Governor Janice K. Brewer 


Arizona  


Governor Sean Parnell 


Alaska  


Governor Robert J. Bentley 


Alabama  







 


 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 


 
 
 


 


 


 


 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 


 


 


 
 


 


 
 
 


 


Governor Matthew H. Mead 


Wyoming 


Governor Scott Walker 


Wisconsin 


Governor Robert F. McDonnell 


Virginia  


Governor Gary R. Herbert 


Utah  


Governor Rick Perry 


Texas  


Governor Bill Haslam 


Tennessee  


Governor Dennis Daugaard 


South Dakota  


Governor Nikki Haley 


South Carolina  


Governor Tom Corbett 


Pennsylvania 


Governor Mary Fallin 


Oklahoma 


Governor John R. Kasich 


Ohio 


Governor Jack Dalrymple 


North Dakota  


Governor Susana Martinez 


New Mexico  


Governor Chris Christie 


New Jersey  







 


 


 
Governor Luis Fortuño 


Puerto Rico 


 


 


 


 


CC: President Obama, Secretary Sebelius, Speaker Boehner, Leader Reid, Leader McConnell, 


Leader Pelosi  


 







systems based on the respective needs, culture and values of each state.
 

2.      States and territories should also have the opportunity to innovate by using flexible,
accountable financing mechanisms that are transparent and that hold states accountable for
efficiency and quality healthcare.  Such mechanisms may include a block grant, a capped
allotment outside of a waiver, or other accountable and transparent financing approaches.

 
3.      Medicaid should be focused on quality, value-based and patient-centered programs that

work in concert to improve the health of our states’ citizens and drive value over volume,
quality over quantity, at the same time containing costs. 

 
4.      States and territories must be able to streamline and simplify the eligibility process to

ensure coverage for those most in need, and states must be able to enforce reasonable cost
sharing for those able to pay.

 
5.      States and territories can provide Medicaid recipients a choice in their healthcare coverage

plans, just as many have in the private market, if they are able to leverage the existing
insurance marketplace through innovative support mechanisms.   

 
6.      Territories must be ensured full integration into the federal healthcare system so they can

provide healthcare coverage to those in need with the flexibility afforded to the states.
 

7.      States must have greater flexibility in eligibility, financing and service delivery in order to
provide long-term services and support that keep pace with the people Medicaid serves.
New federal requirements threaten to stifle state innovation and investment.  In addition,
since dual eligibles now constitute 39 percent of Medicaid spending, Medicare policies that
shift costs to the states must be reversed and the innovative power of states should be
rewarded by a shared-savings program that allows full flexibility to target and deliver
services, which are cost-effective for both state and federal taxpayers.

 
A copy of the letter is attached. Gov. Rick Snyder has sent a separate letter to Chairman 
Upton.
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: tulsawendy
Subject: FW: Gov Fallin asks lawmakers to support Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 2:58:00 PM
Attachments: 3-22-11 Governor Fallin letter to lawmakers.pdf

 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 4:06 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Gov Fallin asks lawmakers to support Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
 
All –
 
In a letter sent today to all Oklahoma state senators and representatives, Governor Mary Fallin
asked lawmakers to pass legislation (HB 2130) furthering the creation of an Oklahoma Health
Insurance Exchange. The letter (attached) explains that an Oklahoma based health insurance
exchange:

-          Will help to avoid the forced implementation of a federal exchange run by the Obama
administration and  Washington, D.C.

-          Will be run using conservative, free market principles
-          Will empower consumers by providing them with more information and ultimately lower

health insurance costs in Oklahoma
 
The full text of the letter is below:
 
Dear Lawmaker,

As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year
anniversary of the enactment of President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our legislators and the majority of our citizens
do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately harmful to our economy
and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration and
our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States
Congresswoman.

As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is
either repealed by federal legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme
Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has my full support as they work towards the
former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and encouragement as he
leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White
House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and
have requested that the White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health
care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I have been proud to be part of a united conservative
front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most dangerous and
counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades.

I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the
land for some time to come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to
actively assault both the rights of our citizens and the tenth amendment rights of our states.
For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to find new ways to prevent
a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.
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Mary Fallin 


Office of the Governor 


State of Oklahoma 


 
 


 


 


                                                                                March 22, 2011 


 


 


Dear Lawmaker, 


 


As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year anniversary of the enactment of 


President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our 


legislators and the majority of our citizens do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately 


harmful to our economy and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration 


and our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States Congresswoman.  


 


As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is either repealed by federal 


legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has 


my full support as they work towards the former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and 


encouragement as he leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White 


House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and have requested that the 


White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I 


have been proud to be part of a united conservative front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most 


dangerous and counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades. 


 


I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the land for some time to 


come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to actively assault both the rights of our citizens 


and the tenth amendment rights of our states. For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to 


find new ways to prevent a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.  


 


One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to implement an Oklahoma-


based, free-market health insurance exchange so that Washington does not force its own model on the state. 


While we have already begun to create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, 


which creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that legislation.  


 


Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin establishing a federally 


designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states except those that have begun implementing their 


own state-based exchanges. If we do not develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be 


powerless to oppose the creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma. 


 


As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been a conservative idea. In 


2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange based on model legislation introduced by the 


conservative Heritage Foundation.  


 


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to create will be an online 


health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing vastly improved access to information on private 


insurance products and expanding the purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance 


products will be sold to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and the 


free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to force on us, the exchange 


we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the 


PPACA.  


 


If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the results will be devastating for 


those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the 


state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we 


develop here in Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by public debt 


for many years to come.  


 


For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB 2130 is a vote to leave 


Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.  


 


As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of our lawmakers, as well as 


the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it 


overturned or repealed. But I believe we have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in 


the event the federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal government to 


seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something unrecognizable and harmful to the state of 


Oklahoma and its citizens.  


 


For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market, conservative exchange and defend 


Oklahoma against the federalization of our health insurance by voting for HB 2130. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Mary Fallin  


Governor 


Page 2 of 2 pages 
 







One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to
implement an Oklahoma-based, free-market health insurance exchange so that
Washington does not force its own model on the state. While we have already begun to
create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, which
creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that
legislation.

Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin
establishing a federally designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states
except those that have begun implementing their own state-based exchanges. If we do not
develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be powerless to oppose the
creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma.

As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been
a conservative idea. In 2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange
based on model legislation introduced by the conservative Heritage Foundation.

Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to
create will be an online health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing
vastly improved access to information on private insurance products and expanding the
purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance products will be sold
to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and
the free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to
force on us, the exchange we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to
the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the PPACA.

If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the
results will be devastating for those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it
represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to
a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we develop here in
Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by
public debt for many years to come.

For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB
2130 is a vote to leave Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by
ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.

As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of
our lawmakers, as well as the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the
federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it overturned or repealed. But I believe we
have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in the event the
federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal
government to seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something
unrecognizable and harmful to the state of Oklahoma and its citizens.

For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market,
conservative exchange and defend Oklahoma against the federalization of our health
insurance by voting for HB 2130.
 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin



From: Aaron Cooper
To: dthompson@opubco.com
Subject: FW: Gov Fallin asks lawmakers to support Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 5:07:00 PM
Attachments: 3-22-11 Governor Fallin letter to lawmakers.pdf

Mr. Thompson,
 
Below is an item we sent out from the governor’s press office today.  I know the governor wanted to
have a conversation with you about this topic. 
 
Thanks.
 
 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 4:06 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Gov Fallin asks lawmakers to support Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
 
All –
 
In a letter sent today to all Oklahoma state senators and representatives, Governor Mary Fallin
asked lawmakers to pass legislation (HB 2130) furthering the creation of an Oklahoma Health
Insurance Exchange. The letter (attached) explains that an Oklahoma based health insurance
exchange:

-          Will help to avoid the forced implementation of a federal exchange run by the Obama
administration and  Washington, D.C.

-          Will be run using conservative, free market principles
-          Will empower consumers by providing them with more information and ultimately lower

health insurance costs in Oklahoma
 
The full text of the letter is below:
 
Dear Lawmaker,

As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year
anniversary of the enactment of President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our legislators and the majority of our citizens
do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately harmful to our economy
and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration and
our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States
Congresswoman.

As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is
either repealed by federal legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme
Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has my full support as they work towards the
former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and encouragement as he
leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White
House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and
have requested that the White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health
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Dear Lawmaker, 


 


As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year anniversary of the enactment of 


President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our 


legislators and the majority of our citizens do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately 


harmful to our economy and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration 


and our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States Congresswoman.  


 


As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is either repealed by federal 


legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has 


my full support as they work towards the former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and 


encouragement as he leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White 


House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and have requested that the 


White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I 


have been proud to be part of a united conservative front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most 


dangerous and counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades. 


 


I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the land for some time to 


come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to actively assault both the rights of our citizens 


and the tenth amendment rights of our states. For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to 


find new ways to prevent a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.  


 


One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to implement an Oklahoma-


based, free-market health insurance exchange so that Washington does not force its own model on the state. 


While we have already begun to create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, 


which creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that legislation.  


 


Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin establishing a federally 


designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states except those that have begun implementing their 


own state-based exchanges. If we do not develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be 


powerless to oppose the creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma. 


 


As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been a conservative idea. In 


2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange based on model legislation introduced by the 


conservative Heritage Foundation.  


 


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to create will be an online 


health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing vastly improved access to information on private 


insurance products and expanding the purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance 


products will be sold to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and the 


free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to force on us, the exchange 


we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the 


PPACA.  


 


If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the results will be devastating for 


those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the 


state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we 


develop here in Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by public debt 


for many years to come.  


 


For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB 2130 is a vote to leave 


Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.  


 


As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of our lawmakers, as well as 


the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it 


overturned or repealed. But I believe we have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in 


the event the federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal government to 


seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something unrecognizable and harmful to the state of 


Oklahoma and its citizens.  


 


For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market, conservative exchange and defend 


Oklahoma against the federalization of our health insurance by voting for HB 2130. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Mary Fallin  


Governor 
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care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I have been proud to be part of a united conservative
front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most dangerous and
counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades.

I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the
land for some time to come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to
actively assault both the rights of our citizens and the tenth amendment rights of our states.
For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to find new ways to prevent
a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.

One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to
implement an Oklahoma-based, free-market health insurance exchange so that
Washington does not force its own model on the state. While we have already begun to
create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, which
creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that
legislation.

Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin
establishing a federally designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states
except those that have begun implementing their own state-based exchanges. If we do not
develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be powerless to oppose the
creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma.

As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been
a conservative idea. In 2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange
based on model legislation introduced by the conservative Heritage Foundation.

Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to
create will be an online health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing
vastly improved access to information on private insurance products and expanding the
purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance products will be sold
to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and
the free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to
force on us, the exchange we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to
the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the PPACA.

If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the
results will be devastating for those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it
represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to
a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we develop here in
Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by
public debt for many years to come.

For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB
2130 is a vote to leave Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by
ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.

As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of
our lawmakers, as well as the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the
federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it overturned or repealed. But I believe we
have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in the event the
federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal
government to seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something
unrecognizable and harmful to the state of Oklahoma and its citizens.

For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market,
conservative exchange and defend Oklahoma against the federalization of our health
insurance by voting for HB 2130.
 



Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin



From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
Date: Monday, April 25, 2011 1:51:00 PM

Any interest?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2011 1:49 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Aaron – is the Governor available for a phone interview tonight at 6pm EASTERN?  Talking health
care…let me know thanks.
 
 
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 12:44 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
We have a security detail that drive us so a car isn’t needed.  Either myself or Alex Weintz will be
with her.
 
Aaron Cooper cell:  (405) 759-0468
Alex Weintz cell:  (405) 535-7317
 
Did you get my note about our budget solutions and personal income tax cuts in Oklahoma to talk
about today?
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 11:42 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Thanks!
 
What’s your cell number?  Will you be traveling with the Governor?  Does she need car service? 
Thanks!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 5:53 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Our emails must have crossed in cyber space.  I sent you a note with an interview angle.
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Also, just an FYI – the last time we used the local Fox affiliate studio there was a technical
malfunction that kept us from conducting the interview.  In our experience, the local Cox
Communication studios have been excellent.
 
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 4:53 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 5:46 PM
To: 'Aaron Cooper'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Aaron – sorry for the delay.
 
Here’s the studio for tomorrow:
 
KOKH Fox 25
1228 East Wilshire Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 9:47 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,
 
Any update on the studio booking information?  Our schedulers would like to know ASAP.
 
Thanks.
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:16 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
15 minutes prior to the hit time – so no later than 4:45pm.  Thanks!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 4:11 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 



Thanks.
 
For our scheduling purposes, when would we need to be at the studio?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:11 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Fantastic.  I will book that studio. 
 
The segment will probably be focused on the budget since that’s been a big headline throughout
the Midwest this week.  If things change I’ll let you know. 
 
But right now we’re confirmed for Wednesday and I will follow up that morning on further details.
 
Thanks for your help and have a great weekend!!!
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:56 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Oklahoma City.  Would it be straight up 5/6pm?
 
And did you have a specific topic?  OK has its own lawsuit on Obamacare, cutting state budgets
always a good topic too.
 
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
That’s perfect.  I will mark our calendar. 
 
5pm CENTRAL/6pm EASTERN on Neil Cavuto. 
 
What city should I book a studio for?
 
Thanks for your help!  We’re looking forward to the interview. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 3:44 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: FW: gov fallin contact
 
Megan,



 
I’m the press secretary for Gov. Fallin.  Following up on your message to Alex Weintz.  Looks like
Gov. Fallin is available next Wed (Mar 2).  How does that look for your schedule?
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:58 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Ok thanks for getting back to me.  How about one night next week?
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Unfortunately she’s on the road today. thanks for checking
 

From: Hawkins, Megan [mailto:megan.hawkins@foxbusiness.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:55 AM
To: Hawkins, Megan; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex,
 
Is the Governor available tonight at 6pm EASTERN TIME/5pm CENTRAL for an interview with Neil
Cavuto?

Please let me know, thanks!
 

From: Hawkins, Megan 
Sent: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 4:36 PM
To: 'Alex Weintz'
Subject: RE: gov fallin contact
 
Hi Alex –
 
Checking in on my request for the Governor to appear on Neil Cavuto’s program at 6pm ET
weeknights.
 
Is there a night this week or next that we can schedule?  Please let me know, thanks for your time
and help. 
 
Best,
Megan Hawkins
212-601-2447
 
 



From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 4:20 PM
To: Hawkins, Megan
Subject: gov fallin contact
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: Gov. Fallin on Red Tape
Date: Wednesday, November 02, 2011 9:34:00 AM

Please review answers to NFIB questions below.  Due 5pm today:

 

 

1.     During my first legislative session as governor, we saw many pro-business reforms signed into

law all aimed at lowering the cost of doing business in Oklahoma including workers’

compensation reform, lawsuit reform, and various government modernizations to cut red tape

and make state government more “customer friendly” toward small businesses and the

taxpayer

2.     My number one priority as governor is to focus on jobs and the economy so that we can get

Oklahoma moving forward.  To do so we must focus on creating the very best business

environment possible in our state in order to create and retain jobs, and attract more

investment to our state.

3.     We’re already seeing workers’ comp rates lowered for many Oklahoma businesses, and we

expect businesses, especially in the medical field, to reap the benefits of lower business costs

due to our comprehensive lawsuit reform measures.  Additionally, through the creation of a

“one-stop shop” for business licensing, we hope to provide a central location that will make it

easier small business owners to get the necessary permits and documents.

4.     There is always more that can be done to make Oklahoma more business friendly.  The attitude

that I bring to the governor’s office is that we should always examine ways we can do things

more efficiently and in a more cost-effective manner.

 

 

 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 01, 2011 10:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Woods, Steve; Jerrod Shouse
Subject: FW: Gov. Fallin on Red Tape
 
Aaron,

I’m following up on our exchange in October regarding an interview with Gov. Fallin on her efforts to
reduce red tape for business owners. I’m working against a 5 pm deadline tomorrow. Do you think
you could help me get answers to these questions by then?

1. Improving your state’s regulatory environment was one of the key initiatives you mentioned
in your inaugural address. What actions have you taken since then to reduce red tape for
small business owners?

2. Why do you think it’s important to revamp your state’s regulatory structure?
3. What results do you expect to see given the reforms you’re pursuing on the regulatory front?
4. What remains on your legislative wish list for this next session when it comes to regulatory

reform?

Thanks,

Adam
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Adam Wren
Writer
NFIB’s MyBusiness Magazine
Imagination
www.imaginepub.com

cell 317.966.8053
tel. 312.887.1000 x 137

------ Forwarded Message
From: "Woods, Steve" <Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG>
Date: Wed, 14 Sep 2011 15:05:08 -0500
To: Adam Wren <awren@imaginepub.com>
Subject: RE: need some story ideas

Adam
 
The interview with gov. fallin went well.  I mentioned the story to her press secretary and he said
she would cooperate. His name is aaron Cooper   405-521-2342.  Aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 12:50 PM
To: Woods, Steve
Cc: Clough, David
Subject: Re: need some story ideas

Steve,

We’re thumbs up for the story, to run in the front of the magazine. What should be my next step to
get those quotes? David, do you have any suggestions, or can you help me connect with the
governor’s office?

Thanks,

Adam

On 9/14/11 9:09 AM, "Woods, Steve" <Steve.Woods@NFIB.ORG> wrote:
Adam
 
I just attended a republican governors assn.. meeting in philly where gov. la page of maine talked
about his initiative to do 25 regulatory audits of different type businesses in maine and follow-up
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with reviews of their most burdensome regs.  I am sure we could get  him to give a quote or two if
you do a story on this.
 

From: Adam Wren [mailto:awren@imaginepub.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 09, 2011 4:37 PM
To: Selvy, Gary; Woods, Steve
Cc: Embody, Mary
Subject: Re: need some story ideas

Thanks!

On 9/8/11 11:47 AM, "Selvy, Gary" <Gary.Selvy@nfib.org> wrote:
Adam, one possible story could be from Georgia regarding economic development through regulatory reform.

Georgia Secretary of State Brian Kemp (an NFIB member http://specialtystonesupply.com/Home_Page.html

 ) has initiated a program aimed at assessing and cutting the regulatory burden on small business

http://www.sos.ga.gov/cuttheredtape/. Kyle Jackson our state director in Georgia says that Brian would

be happy to talk directly to you regarding this effort (work through Kyle).

 

Hope this helps

  

From: Woods, Steve 
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 4:04 PM
To: Goodrich, Tim; Markels, Daniel; Selvy, Gary; Brasher, Dave; Geiger, Roger; Herrle, Bill; Kabateck,
John; Newton, Will
Cc: Embody, Mary; awren@imaginepub.com
Subject: RE: need some story ideas

Ok.  Had the meeting today. They will do a story on the health exchanges.  Also, we agreed to
consider doing a story on what states are doing to reduce regulations on small business.  Adam wren
did such a great job on the economic development story last month he will get another chance with
this one.  Any states come to mind that he could highlight in the story.  We can try to tie this into the
sensible regs coalition.  Looking for ideas.  thanks.
 

From: Woods, Steve 
Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2011 2:23 PM
To: Goodrich, Tim; Markels, Daniel; Selvy, Gary; Brasher, Dave; Geiger, Roger; Herrle, Bill; Kabateck,
John; Newton, Will
Cc: Embody, Mary
Subject: need some story ideas

 
Have the my business editorial meeting tomorrow.  I need some state story ideas.  I think we have
just about killed the topics of unemployment insurance, public pension  reform, and state budgets.  I
have a few ideas that I think might make for interesting stories but haven’t quite figured out the
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story-line.
 
1.      Immigration reform --- lots of bills passed this year.  Mostly in the south and most had to do
with e-verify. Could do a story contrasting the conservative vs. progressive states (Maryland and
California passed DREAM act lite bills).  

2.      Paycheck protection --- look at the states that have passed laws or did it by executive order and
how it has impacted union contributions and subsequently election results.

3.      Health insurance exchanges --- just do an update on the states dilemma whether to start
exchanges or wait for the supreme court decision, and what small business is looking for in the
exchanges.             

4.      Minimum wage I told you so story.  How the unemployment rate for teenagers and young
adults has increased significantly, interview businesses that say how they won’t hire because the
young, inexperienced employee does not increase sales or add value to bottom-line

5.      Regulatory reform efforts --- followup to last months story on new govs and their privatized
economic development agencies with what they are doing to reduce regulations.  Good lead in to
our sensible regulations coalition work

6.      Tort reform --- highlight victories in 2011, new areas of tort cases like trespassers liability, ADA
suits, consumer fraud cases\

7.      Amazon issue --- not sure we can write this without a position or a bias but it would make for
an interesting story, with the texas and Tennessee promises, and the California effort to attach
nexus to the kindle subsidiary and subsequent amazon threat to bring a referendum

Help me out guys.  Thanks.
Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected from
disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent
responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to this message and
deleting it from your computer.

Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected



from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to this message and deleting it from your computer.

Privacy Notice

  The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected
from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or
agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to this message and deleting it from your computer.

------ End of Forwarded Message



From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Fw: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS PRESIDENT"
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 11:51:26 AM
Attachments: image002.png

If we can get the video lets send out our own icymi 
 
From: Kristy Campbell [mailto  
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 11:47 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: FW: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS
PRESIDENT" 
 
FYI
 

From: Romney Press Shop 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 12:36 PM
Subject: GOV. MARY FALLIN: "AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS PRESIDENT"
 
 

 

GOV. MARY FALLIN: “AMERICAN FAMILIES HAVE
NOT THRIVED UNDER THIS PRESIDENT”

 
“You know, the fact of the matter is, women are actually suffering under this

president. You’ve seen the number of women that are on food stamps go up to
record high. You have seen the average median household income go down by

$4,000. That’s not good news for American families. And American families
have not thrived under this president.” –Gov. Mary Fallin

 
America’s Newsroom
FOX News
September 5, 2012
 
Click Here To Watch Gov. Mary Fallin
 
GOV. MARY FALLIN: “I think they're not talking about the issues that are very important

to mothers, to women in general. You know, I and my husband have six children between

the two of us. We’re concerned about will our children be able to find a job when they get

out of college? Will our children be left with mountains of debt from college loans? Will

they be left with mountains of debt from Obamacare which is going to be a huge drag

upon our national economy? $16 trillion of debt in our economy of 23 million Americans

that are unemployed. You know, the fact of the matter is, women are actually suffering

under this president. You’ve seen the number of women that are on food stamps go up to

record high. You have seen the average median household income go down by $4,000.
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That’s not good news for American families. And American families have not thrived under

this president.”

 

 
###

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: "denisenorthrup "; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Governor Fallin Letter to Lawmakers in Support of HB 2130, Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 4:25:07 PM

See below…
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: David Holt [mailto:holt@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 4:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Governor Fallin Letter to Lawmakers in Support of HB 2130, Oklahoma Health Insurance
Exchange
 
 

Katie –

 

I’m still hung up on the cost.    $50 million is a lot of money for something that I don’t even think is a

core government function, and though I may have felt different 10 years ago, I no longer view federal

money sent to states as “free money.”   I don’t have any strong dispute with the policy argument

presented in this letter, but the cost is really a problem for me.    Any argument you have to address

that concern is welcome.

 

Best,

David

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 3:55 PM
Subject: Governor Fallin Letter to Lawmakers in Support of HB 2130, Oklahoma Health Insurance
Exchange
Importance: High
 
The letter (attached and in text below) explains that an Oklahoma based health insurance exchange:

-          Will help to avoid the forced implementation of a federal exchange run by the Obama
administration and  Washington, D.C.

-          Will be run using conservative, free market principles
-          Will empower consumers by providing them with more information and ultimately lower

health insurance costs in Oklahoma
 
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


Dear Lawmaker,
As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year

anniversary of the enactment of President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our legislators and the majority of our citizens
do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately harmful to our economy
and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration and
our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States
Congresswoman.

As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is
either repealed by federal legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme
Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has my full support as they work towards the
former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and encouragement as he
leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White
House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and
have requested that the White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health
care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I have been proud to be part of a united conservative
front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most dangerous and
counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades.

I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the
land for some time to come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to
actively assault both the rights of our citizens and the tenth amendment rights of our states.
For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to find new ways to prevent
a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.

One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to
implement an Oklahoma-based, free-market health insurance exchange so that
Washington does not force its own model on the state. While we have already begun to
create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, which
creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that
legislation.

Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin
establishing a federally designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states
except those that have begun implementing their own state-based exchanges. If we do not
develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be powerless to oppose the
creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma.

As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been
a conservative idea. In 2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange
based on a proposal introduced by the conservative Heritage Foundation.

Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to
create will be an online health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing
vastly improved access to information on private insurance products and expanding the
purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance products will be sold
to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and
the free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to
force on us, the exchange we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to
the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the PPACA.

If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the
results will be devastating for those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it
represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to
a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we develop here in
Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by



public debt for many years to come.
For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB

2130 is a vote to leave Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by
ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.

As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of
our lawmakers, as well as the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the
federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it overturned or repealed. But I believe we
have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in the event the
federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal
government to seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something
unrecognizable and harmful to the state of Oklahoma and its citizens.

For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market,
conservative exchange and defend Oklahoma against the federalization of our health
insurance by voting for HB 2130.
 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin
 



OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: aweintz
Subject: FW: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 11:07:00 AM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 11:04 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
http://www.governor.ok.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.



 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 



Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Cody Inman
To: Sean Rose
Subject: FW: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:00:36 PM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
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http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.



 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.



 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.



 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.



 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2011 10:37:00 AM

Please add to health priority list
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Craig Jones [mailto:jones@okoha.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2011 11:45 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
 
Katie…sorry, I’ve been traveling.  Here’s my feedback in red below.  Am happy to supply at
your request summary information regarding our provider fee proposal.  This Friday
completes five regional meetings we’ve had across the state (last month and this month)
held with hospital executives and their state legislators.  Have had very good discussions,
along with those of House and Senate leadership.
 
Thanks!  /Craig
 
Craig W. Jones, FACHE
President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
(405-427-9537)  Fax (405-424-4507)
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@Govelect.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 2:06 PM
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
Importance: High
 
 
Please join us for the next meeting of Governor-elect Mary Fallin’s Health Transition Working Group.

 

Date: Wednesday, January 12th

Time: 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Dial-in Number: 1-219-509-8222 

Participant Access Code: 24646

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov


 

In order to facilitate our discussion please reply to us with your top 3-5 policy priorities prior to the

meeting if you have not already.

 

Please note as of Monday, January 10 we will have new contact information and will distribute that to

you as soon as possible.

 
Health Transition Working Group
Meeting Notes: December 21, 2010

 

·         Need to provide physicians to underserved – specifically in rural areas where major shortages
and funding barriers exist  #2 (relates to others below)

·         Smokeless Tobacco Tax

·         Medical education funding to keep and create residencies in Oklahoma

·         “Physician Manpower Training Commission”

·         200 D.O. slots, only graduating 100 in family care, general practice, OBGYN – not enough
specialist slots

·         $8m funds 100 positions – takes 3 years to develop and must be self-funded for first 3 years

·         Potential provider fee proposal  #1

o    $352 million

o    Only 3 hospitals would be “losers” – 1 of the 3 not really affected

o    Specialty hospitals exempted

·         Need a strong state-based health insurance exchange that will provide a competitive, level
playing field  - #3

·         Insurance industry supports housing exchange in insurance department due to price v.
solvency conflict

 

 
 

Thank you,

 
Katie Altshuler
Policy Director

Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin

405-521-4310

Katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov

 
 

Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.4294

andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov

 
 

mailto:Katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov
mailto:andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov


From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2011 12:03:01 PM
Attachments: ~WRD2935.doc

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Bert_Marshall@  
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2011 4:41 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
 

Katie, 
Please find attached a brief document outlining short and long-term goals that Blue Cross believes are

important to improving our health care system. I greatly appreciate Governor Fallin's leadership and the

opportunity to provide this input. I look forward to our next call. In the interim, if you have questions or

issues please do not hesitate to call. 

Bert E. Marshall

President

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Oklahoma

1215 South Boulder

Tulsa, OK 74119

(918)  551-2088 Office

(918)  551-2095 Fax

 Cell

Katie Altshuler
<Katie.Altshuler@Govelect.ok.gov>

01/07/2011 02:08 PM

To

cc Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@Govelect.ok.gov>, Andrew Silvestri
<Andrew.Silvestri@Govelect.ok.gov>

Subject Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group

 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov

BlueCross BlueShield


of Oklahoma


Memorandum

                    â


â




To:

Health Transition Working Group

From:

Bert Marshall


Date:

January 10, 2011

Subject:
Short and Long Term Goals



Short-term goals impacting health care in Oklahoma:

1) Health Insurance Exchange:  In the absence of a state exchange by 2013 the federal government will impose its version of an insurance exchange on the citizens of Oklahoma.


BCBSOK supports the establishment of a state based exchange that:



- Promotes fair and open competition



- Excludes a public option



- Governed by the Oklahoma Insurance Department

       - Allows a non exchange market

2) Medicaid Funding:  Underfunding Medicaid results in cost shifting to the commercial health insurance market.  Therefore a permanent funding source which can sustain Medicaid at or near upper payment limits is vital.

Long-term goals impacting health care in Oklahoma:


1) Tobacco use is a behavior-based choice and major cost driver in our health care system.

It is imperative that we change our culture and improve the state of the State’s health.  In particular, decreasing smoking will reduce costs over time and is important to growing our economy.


BCBSOK supports a simple philosophy, if individuals wish to smoke they should be free to do so, but, they must pay their own way and not infringe upon others.  

2) Health Information Technology


Electronic medical records, health information exchanges and other applications of technology which improve quality and lower the costs of health care should be encouraged.


3) Physician and Nursing Shortages

Oklahoma is on the cusp of a physician and nursing shortage which will strain access to our health care system.  Promoting programs designed to broaden the footprint of providers and increase the number of primary care physicians, particularly in rural Oklahoma, is important.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


A Division of Health Care Service Corporation, a Mutual Legal Reserve Company, an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.


® Registered Marks Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association






  
Please join us for the next meeting of Governor-elect Mary Fallin’s Health Transition Working Group. 
  
Date: Wednesday, January 12th 
Time: 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Dial-in Number:    
Participant Access Code:  
  
In order to facilitate our discussion please reply to us with your top 3-5 policy priorities prior to the

meeting if you have not already. 
  
Please note as of Monday, January 10 we will have new contact information and will distribute that to

you as soon as possible. 
  
Health Transition Working Group 
Meeting Notes: December 21, 2010 
  
·         Need to provide physicians to underserved – specifically in rural areas where major shortages

and funding barriers exist 
·         Smokeless Tobacco Tax 
·         Medical education funding to keep and create residencies in Oklahoma 
·         “Physician Manpower Training Commission” 

·         200 D.O. slots, only graduating 100 in family care, general practice, OBGYN – not enough

specialist slots 
·         $8m funds 100 positions – takes 3 years to develop and must be self-funded for first 3 years 
·         Potential provider fee proposal 
o    $352 million 
o    Only 3 hospitals would be “losers” – 1 of the 3 not really affected 
o    Specialty hospitals exempted 
·         Need a strong state-based health insurance exchange that will provide a competitive, level

playing field 
·         Insurance industry supports housing exchange in insurance department due to price v. solvency

conflict 
  
  
  
Thank you, 
  
Katie Altshuler 
Policy Director 
Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin 
405-521-4310 
Katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov 
  
  
Andrew Silvestri 
Deputy Policy Director 
Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin 
Phone:  405.521.4294 
andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov 

mailto:Katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov
mailto:andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov


  
  

HCSC Company Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication is
confidential, private,
proprietary, or otherwise privileged and is intended only for
the use of
the addressee.  Unauthorized use, disclosure, distribution or
copying is
strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.  If you have received
this
communication in error, please notify the sender immediately
at (312)
653-6000 in Illinois; (800)835-8699 in New Mexico; (918)560-
3500 in
Oklahoma; or (972)766-6900 in Texas.



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2011 12:02:52 PM

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Craig Jones [mailto:jones@okoha.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2011 11:45 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
 
Katie…sorry, I’ve been traveling.  Here’s my feedback in red below.  Am happy to supply at
your request summary information regarding our provider fee proposal.  This Friday
completes five regional meetings we’ve had across the state (last month and this month)
held with hospital executives and their state legislators.  Have had very good discussions,
along with those of House and Senate leadership.
 
Thanks!  /Craig
 
Craig W. Jones, FACHE
President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
(405-427-9537)  Fax (405-424-4507)
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@Govelect.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 2:06 PM
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
Importance: High
 
 
Please join us for the next meeting of Governor-elect Mary Fallin’s Health Transition Working Group.

 

Date: Wednesday, January 12th

Time: 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Dial-in Number:  

Participant Access Code: 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov


 

In order to facilitate our discussion please reply to us with your top 3-5 policy priorities prior to the

meeting if you have not already.

 

Please note as of Monday, January 10 we will have new contact information and will distribute that to

you as soon as possible.

 
Health Transition Working Group
Meeting Notes: December 21, 2010

 

·         Need to provide physicians to underserved – specifically in rural areas where major shortages
and funding barriers exist  #2 (relates to others below)

·         Smokeless Tobacco Tax

·         Medical education funding to keep and create residencies in Oklahoma

·         “Physician Manpower Training Commission”

·         200 D.O. slots, only graduating 100 in family care, general practice, OBGYN – not enough
specialist slots

·         $8m funds 100 positions – takes 3 years to develop and must be self-funded for first 3 years

·         Potential provider fee proposal  #1

o    $352 million

o    Only 3 hospitals would be “losers” – 1 of the 3 not really affected

o    Specialty hospitals exempted

·         Need a strong state-based health insurance exchange that will provide a competitive, level
playing field  - #3

·         Insurance industry supports housing exchange in insurance department due to price v.
solvency conflict

 

 
 

Thank you,

 
Katie Altshuler
Policy Director

Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin

405-521-4310

Katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov

 
 

Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.4294

andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov

 
 

mailto:Katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov
mailto:andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov


From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2011 10:37:00 AM

Please add to health priority list
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Craig Jones [mailto:jones@okoha.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2011 11:45 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
 
Katie…sorry, I’ve been traveling.  Here’s my feedback in red below.  Am happy to supply at
your request summary information regarding our provider fee proposal.  This Friday
completes five regional meetings we’ve had across the state (last month and this month)
held with hospital executives and their state legislators.  Have had very good discussions,
along with those of House and Senate leadership.
 
Thanks!  /Craig
 
Craig W. Jones, FACHE
President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
(405-427-9537)  Fax (405-424-4507)
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@Govelect.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 2:06 PM
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
Importance: High
 
 
Please join us for the next meeting of Governor-elect Mary Fallin’s Health Transition Working Group.

 

Date: Wednesday, January 12th

Time: 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Dial-in Number:  

Participant Access Code: 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov


 

In order to facilitate our discussion please reply to us with your top 3-5 policy priorities prior to the

meeting if you have not already.

 

Please note as of Monday, January 10 we will have new contact information and will distribute that to

you as soon as possible.

 
Health Transition Working Group
Meeting Notes: December 21, 2010

 

·         Need to provide physicians to underserved – specifically in rural areas where major shortages
and funding barriers exist  #2 (relates to others below)

·         Smokeless Tobacco Tax

·         Medical education funding to keep and create residencies in Oklahoma

·         “Physician Manpower Training Commission”

·         200 D.O. slots, only graduating 100 in family care, general practice, OBGYN – not enough
specialist slots

·         $8m funds 100 positions – takes 3 years to develop and must be self-funded for first 3 years

·         Potential provider fee proposal  #1

o    $352 million

o    Only 3 hospitals would be “losers” – 1 of the 3 not really affected

o    Specialty hospitals exempted

·         Need a strong state-based health insurance exchange that will provide a competitive, level
playing field  - #3

·         Insurance industry supports housing exchange in insurance department due to price v.
solvency conflict

 

 
 

Thank you,

 
Katie Altshuler
Policy Director

Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin

405-521-4310

Katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov

 
 

Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.4294

andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2011 10:37:55 AM

Please add to health priority list
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Craig Jones [mailto:jones@okoha.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2011 11:45 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
 
Katie…sorry, I’ve been traveling.  Here’s my feedback in red below.  Am happy to supply at
your request summary information regarding our provider fee proposal.  This Friday
completes five regional meetings we’ve had across the state (last month and this month)
held with hospital executives and their state legislators.  Have had very good discussions,
along with those of House and Senate leadership.
 
Thanks!  /Craig
 
Craig W. Jones, FACHE
President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
(405-427-9537)  Fax (405-424-4507)
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@Govelect.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 2:06 PM
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Governor-elect Health Transition Working Group
Importance: High
 
 
Please join us for the next meeting of Governor-elect Mary Fallin’s Health Transition Working Group.

 

Date: Wednesday, January 12th

Time: 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Dial-in Number:  

Participant Access Code: 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov


 

In order to facilitate our discussion please reply to us with your top 3-5 policy priorities prior to the

meeting if you have not already.

 

Please note as of Monday, January 10 we will have new contact information and will distribute that to

you as soon as possible.

 
Health Transition Working Group
Meeting Notes: December 21, 2010

 

·         Need to provide physicians to underserved – specifically in rural areas where major shortages
and funding barriers exist  #2 (relates to others below)

·         Smokeless Tobacco Tax

·         Medical education funding to keep and create residencies in Oklahoma

·         “Physician Manpower Training Commission”

·         200 D.O. slots, only graduating 100 in family care, general practice, OBGYN – not enough
specialist slots

·         $8m funds 100 positions – takes 3 years to develop and must be self-funded for first 3 years

·         Potential provider fee proposal  #1

o    $352 million

o    Only 3 hospitals would be “losers” – 1 of the 3 not really affected

o    Specialty hospitals exempted

·         Need a strong state-based health insurance exchange that will provide a competitive, level
playing field  - #3

·         Insurance industry supports housing exchange in insurance department due to price v.
solvency conflict

 

 
 

Thank you,

 
Katie Altshuler
Policy Director

Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin

405-521-4310

Katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov

 
 

Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor-elect Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.4294

andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov

 
 

mailto:Katie.altshuler@govelect.ok.gov
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From: AJ Mallory
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: FW: Governors" Call- July 3, 11:30 AM-12:00 PM (EDT)
Date: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 4:35:00 PM

Assuming Dana probably already rec’d this as well.  AJ

 

 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Phil Cox; Monica Block; Larissa Ziemann; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: Governors' Call- July 3, 11:30 AM-12:00 PM (EDT)
 
Dear Chief of Staff:
 
CC: Action Officers
CC: Schedulers
CC: Healthcare advisors
 
A RGPPC Governors’ Only conference call will be held on Tuesday, July 3rd:
11:30 AM - 12:00 PM (EDT) to discuss the PPACA Supreme Court decision. A copy
of this email is being sent to your schedulers. On this call, a brief summary
 of the decision will be provided, and governors will discuss what the
decision means for their state as well as next steps. Please have your
schedulers RSVP for your governor to Larissa Ziemann at LZiemann@rga.org. A
conference line and agenda will be provided at that time.
 
A reminder that it is likely that a SCOTUS PPACA decision will occur on
Thursday.  Your communication teams have been provided talking points and
information regarding our rapid response communication line.  In addition,
RGPPC will forward materials and interpretations of the decision as we get
them.
 
As previously noted, please make every accommodation possible to have your
governor join the July 3rd call with other governors.  As always, don’t
hesitate to contact us if you need more information.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=119193
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Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
 

mailto:MSanderson@rga.org


From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Governors Lineup in Charlotte
Date: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 1:57:49 PM

If fallin is in here can u clip our part and send to tom and denise 
 
From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 01:53 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf <mschrimpf@RGA.ORG> 
Cc: Jon Thompson <jthompson@RGA.ORG> 
Subject: Governors Lineup in Charlotte 
 
Reporters –
 
While Republican governors were recognized last week in outlets like Politico and The Wall
Street Journal for their reforms and leadership positions within the GOP, the governors
speaking at the DNC this week are defined by their records of increased unemployment and
higher debt in their states.
 
There’s a tremendous contrast between the results of Republican executive leadership in the
GOP-led states and the leadership provided by the governors speaking this week. Please see
below for more details on the governors speaking in Charlotte and the impact of President
Obama’s policies on their states.
 
Mike Schrimpf
Communications Director
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(c) 202-367-8389
 

Lincoln Chafee (I)
Chafee

Since Lincoln Chafee Took Office, Rhode Island Has Lost 3,200 Jobs. (Bureau Of Labor
Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

Obama

Since Obama Took Office, Rhode Island Has Lost 12,900 Jobs And The Unemployment
Rate Has Increased From 9.7 Percent To 10.8 Percent. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

Rhode Island Has 59,898 Unemployed Seeking Work. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

30,000 Rhode Island Children, Or 14 Percent, Have At Least One Unemployed Parent.
(The Annie E. Casey Foundation, Kids Count Data Center, Accessed 9/1/12)

Obama’s $831 Billion Stimulus Bill And The State Of Rhode Island

Since Obama’s $831 Billion Stimulus Passed, Rhode Island Has Lost 11,000 Jobs And
The Unemployment Rate Has Increased From 9.9 Percent To 10.8 Percent. (Bureau Of Labor
Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)
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The Stimulus Spent $352,667 To Collect Temperature Records From A Chinese Lake.
“352,667 … high-resolution, quantitative records of temperature and effective precipitation
for the past 25kyr from Lake Qinghai…” (Mark Hollmer, “Stimulus Funding For Brown University Research
Surpasses $33M,” Brown University, 2/17/10)

The Stimulus Spent $17,115 To Study The Effectiveness On Yoga For Women Quitting
Smoking. “17,115 … Yoga for women attempting smoking cessation: an initial
investigation.” (Mark Hollmer, “Stimulus Funding For Brown University Research Surpasses $33M,” Brown University,
2/17/10)

Obama’s Proposed Tax Hikes Will Hurt Rhode Island’s Economy

Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Rhode Island 2,500 Jobs. (Drs. Robert Carroll and
Gerald Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young
LLP, 7/12)

·         Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Rhode Island $0.7 Billion In Lost
Economic Output. (Drs. Robert Carroll and Gerald Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax
Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young LLP, 7/12)

 

Jack Markell
Markell

Since Jack Markell Took Office, Delaware Has Lost 8,600 Jobs. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics,
Accessed 9/1/12)

Obama

Since Obama Took Office, Delaware Has Lost 8,600 Jobs And The Unemployment Rate
Has Decreased From 6.9 To 6.8 Percent. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

Since Obama Took Office, 5,275 Workers In Delaware Have Dropped Out Of The
Labor Force.  (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

Delaware Has 29,996 Unemployed Seeking Work. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

18,000 Delaware Children, Or 9 Percent, Have At Least One Unemployed Parent. (The
Annie E. Casey Foundation, Kids Count Data Center, Accessed 9/1/12)

Obama’s $831 Billion Stimulus Bill And The State Of Delaware

Since Obama’s $831 Billion Stimulus Passed, Delaware Has Lost 7,800 Jobs. (Bureau Of
Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

·         The Stimulus Spent $889,000 To Study Green Jobs In Delaware. “What does
Delaware need to do in order to go green? That is the latest question that the
University of Delaware's Center for Applied Demography and Survey Research
(CADSR) is tackling, thanks to an $889,000 American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act grant from the U.S. Department of Labor.” (Jon Bleiweis, “Stimulus Grant Supports CADSR
Study Of Green Jobs In Delaware,” University of Delaware, 5/5/10)

Obama’s Proposed Tax Hikes Will Hurt Delaware’s Economy

Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Delaware 2,300 Jobs. (Drs. Robert Carroll and Gerald
Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young LLP, 7/12)

·         Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Delaware $0.9 Billion In Lost
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Economic Output. (Drs. Robert Carroll and Gerald Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax
Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young LLP, 7/12)

Failure 101: Fisker

THEN: At Solyndra In 2010, President Obama Praised Fisker’s Loan Program And
The Stimulus Grants And Tax Credits That Increased Demand For Their Vehicles. “But
thanks to loans through the Department of Energy, which helped provide Tesla motors with
the financial wherewithal to expand, that shuttered plant is soon going to reopen. … And it
was made possible by loans through the Department of Energy, as well as tax credits and
grants to increase demand for these vehicles.” (President Barack Obama, Remarks By The President On The
Economy, Fremont,  CA, 5/36/10)

THEN: Vice President Biden Thanked The Stimulus For Helping Reopen The
Former GM Plant Fisker Used Its Loan To Purchase. BIDEN: “I was there to
celebrate a beginning. Thanks to the Department of Energy loans and Recovery Act
grants for vehicle electrification and an innovative company called Fisker Automotive,
the plant was reopened in order to start producing the next generation of plug‐in hybrid
vehicles in America that get 100 miles to the gallon.” (Vice President Joe Biden, Remarks At The
Middle Class Task Force Meeting, Washington, D.C., 12/16/09)

·         Biden Attended The Re-Opening, Calling The Loan “Seed Money That Will
Return Back To The American Consumer In Billions And Billions And Billions
Of Dollars In Good, New Jobs.” BIDEN: “This is seed money that will return back
to the American consumer in billions and billions and billions of dollars in good, new
jobs.” (ABC News’ “Nightline,” 10/25/11)

NOW: In February 2012, Fisker Halted Work At Its Delaware Plant And Laid Off
More Than 60 Workers Because It Failed To Meet Production And Sales Milestones
Promised In Its Loan Agreement. “Fisker Automotive, developer of luxury electric cars,
halted work at a former GM plant in Delaware and laid off 26 workers there because it ran
out of government loan money. Fisker had failed to meet production and sales milestones it
had promised in the loan agreement with the Department of Energy, so loan cash was shut
off last May. Fisker went on a cash diet, and solicited private investors, while it negotiated a
new timetable with the DOE. The cash shortage finally forced the layoff of 26 people at the
Delaware factory, which was most of the crew working there to get the former GM plant
back into service. Fisker also sped up the layoffs of 40 to 45 engineers at its Anaheim, Calif.,
headquarters.” (James R. Healy,  “Fisker, Out Of Government Money, Begins Layoffs,” USA Today, 2/7/12)

Fisker, Backed By More Than A Half-Billion Dollars In Loan Guarantees, Missed
Early Manufacturing Goals And Has Pushed Back Plans For U.S. Production And
Creation Of Thousands Of Jobs. “An electric car company backed by more than a
half-billion dollars in Department of Energy loan guarantees has missed early
manufacturing goals and has gradually pushed back plans for U.S. production and the
creation of thousands of jobs.” (Carol D. Leonnig and Joe Stephens, “Fisker, Electric Carmaker Backed By
$529 Million U.S. Loan, Balks At Solyndra Comparison,” The Washington Post, 10/21/11)

In April 2012, Fisker Laid Off 12 More Workers At Its Delaware Plant. “Fisker
Automotive, the startup hybrid-electric carmaker backed by the state and federal
governments, has laid off another dozen workers at its Newport-area factory. The layoffs,
which occurred quietly Friday, come as the company continues closed-door negotiations with
the U.S. Energy Department for a loan that could determine whether Fisker ever builds a car
in Delaware. Meanwhile, the state continues to pay the utility bills for the factory, holding
out hope that the automaker will still put scores of Delawareans back to work.” (Jonahtan Starkey,
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“Fisker Plant ‘Absolutely Empty,’” The News-Journal, 4/17/12)

 

Jennifer Granholm
Granholm

During Granholm’s Governorship Of Michigan, The State Lost 532,900 Jobs. (Bureau of
Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

During Granholm’s Governorship Of Michigan, The State Unemployment Rate
Increased From 6.6 To 10.9 Percent. (Bureau of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

During Granholm’s Governorship Of Michigan, 352,766 Workers Dropped Out Of The
Labor Force. (Bureau of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

Obama’s Proposed Tax Hikes Will Hurt Michigan’s Economy

Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Michigan 21,300 Jobs. (Drs. Robert Carroll and Gerald
Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young LLP, 7/12)

·         Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Michigan $5.2 Billion In Lost
Economic Output. (Drs. Robert Carroll and Gerald Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax
Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young LLP, 7/12)

Failure 101: A123 Systems

THEN: Obama Called Then-Gov. Jennifer Granholm (D-MI) At A123 Systems To Say,
“Thanks To The Recovery Act, You Guys Are The First American Factory To Start
High-Volume Production Of Advanced Vehicle Batteries.” OBAMA: “But I am calling to
congratulate A123 Systems on this tremendous milestone.  As you said, thanks to the
Recovery Act, you guys are the first American factory to start high-volume production of
advanced vehicle batteries.” (President Obama, Remarks By The President In Phone Call To Recovery Act Advanced
Battery Grant Recipient, A123 Systems, Livonia, MI, 9/13/10)  

Obama Told A123 Systems That “The Work You’re Doing Will Help Power The
American Economy For Years To Come.” OBAMA: “But most of all, I want to
congratulate and thank all the men and women of A123 Systems.  You guys are making us
proud.  The work you’re doing will help power the American economy for years to
come.”  (President Obama, Remarks By The President In Phone Call To Recovery Act Advanced Battery Grant Recipient, A123
Systems, Livonia, MI, 9/13/10)  

NOW: China’s Wanxiang Plans To Invest $450 Million In Obama-Funded A123
Systems, Taking An 80 Percent Stake. “China's largest automotive parts supplier is poised
to take control of U.S. battery maker A123 Systems (AONE.O), which received $249 million
green-technology grant from the Obama administration in 2009. China's Wanxiang Group
Corp plans to invest up to $450 million in A123 Systems, taking an 80 percent stake in the
U.S. company, A123 said on Wednesday.”  (A. Ananthalakshmi and Paul Lienert, “China's Wanxiang To Take
Control Of Battery Maker A123,” Reuters, 8/8/12)

·         After Receiving Taxpayer Dollars, A123 Warned Last Month It Only Has
Enough “Cash To Fund Its Operations For Only The Next Four To Five
Months.” “A123 warned last month that it had cash to fund its operations for only the
next four to five months. A123 received more than $200 million from venture
investors before raising $378 million in a 2009 initial public offering. That same year,
it was awarded a grant under the Obama administration's $2.4 billion Electric Drive
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Battery and Component Manufacturing Initiative.” (A. Ananthalakshmi and Paul Lienert, “China's
Wanxiang To Take Control Of Battery Maker A123,” Reuters, 8/8/12)

 

Dannel Malloy
Malloy

Since Malloy Took Office, 9,017 Workers In Connecticut Have Dropped Out Of The
Labor Force. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

Obama

Since Obama Took Office, Connecticut Has Lost 35,400 Jobs And The Unemployment
Rate Has Increased From 7.0 Percent To 8.5 Percent. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

Connecticut Has 163,315 Unemployed Seeking Work. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

79,000 Connecticut Children, Or 10 Percent, Have At Least One Unemployed Parent.
(The Annie E. Casey Foundation, Kids Count Data Center, Accessed 10/18/11)

Obama’s $831 Billion Stimulus Bill Failed To Create The Jobs He Promised
Connecticut

Since Obama’s $831 Billion Stimulus Passed, Connecticut Has Lost 23,500 Jobs And
The Unemployment Rate Has Increased From 7.4 Percent To 8.5 Percent. (Bureau Of Labor
Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

The Stimulus Spent $54 Million In Stimulus Funds To Operators Of Mohegan Sun
Casino, Which Grossed $1.3 Billion In 2009. “With the support of Sen. Chris Dodd, D.-
Conn., the federal government has awarded $54 million to Connecticut's politically well-
connected Mohegan Indian tribe, which operates one of the highest grossing casinos in the
U.S. The tribe runs the sprawling Mohegan Sun casino, halfway between New York City and
Boston, which earned more than $1.3 billion in gross revenues in 2009.” (Coulter King and Marianne
De Padua, “Mohegan Sun Casino Owners Received $54 Million In Stimulus Money,” ABC News’ The Blotter, 6/17/10)

Obama’s Proposed Tax Hikes Will Hurt Connecticut’s Economy

Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Connecticut 8,800 Jobs. (Drs. Robert Carroll and
Gerald Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young
LLP, 7/12)

·         Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Connecticut $3.1 Billion In Lost
Economic Output. (Drs. Robert Carroll and Gerald Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax
Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young LLP, 7/12)

Connecticut Economist Said ObamaCare Will Hit State’s 121 Medical Device Companies,
173 Pharmaceutical Companies, And Health Insurance Companies With New Taxes. “The tax
will affect 121 medical device manufacturers in Connecticut, according to state Department of
Economic & Community Development (DECD) Managing Economist Stan McMillen, who is
preparing a report on the impact of health care reform on Connecticut companies. Beginning in
2011, McMillen says, Connecticut’s 173 pharmaceutical firms will be among those nationwide
paying an escalating annual fee, depending on their share of the market for business they do with
the government. An annual fee also will be imposed on most health-insurance companies
beginning in 2014, based on national market share, for at least the next decade.” (Karen Singer,
“ObamaCare: This Might Hurt,” Connecticut Business News Journal, 5/10/10)

Martin O’Malley
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O’Malley

Since O’Malley Took Office, The Maryland Unemployment Rate Has Increased From
3.6 Percent To 7 Percent. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

Since O’Malley Took Office, Maryland Has Lost 36,200 Jobs. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Accessed
9/1/12)

Obama

Since Obama Took Office, The Maryland Unemployment Rate Has Increased From 6.3
Percent To 7 Percent. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

Maryland Has 211,778 Unemployed Seeking Work. (Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

107,000 Maryland Children, Or 8 Percent, Have At Least One Unemployed Parent. (The
Annie E. Casey Foundation, Kids Count Data Center, Accessed 9/1/12)

Obama’s Proposed Tax Hikes Will Hurt Maryland’s Economy

Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Maryland 13,800 Jobs. (Drs. Robert Carroll and Gerald
Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young LLP, 7/12)

·         Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Maryland $4.0 Billion In Lost
Economic Output. (Drs. Robert Carroll and Gerald Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax
Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young LLP, 7/12)

Obama’s FY 2013 Budget Cuts $27 Billion In Pensions To Federal Workers, Who Make
Up 10 Percent Of The State’s Civilian Budget, Leaving Democrat “Concerned”

Unions And Maryland Democrats Criticize The Budget. “Labor unions that represent
government workers — and some Maryland Democrats — criticized the budget President
Barack Obama unveiled Monday for cutting $27 billion in federal employee pensions while
offering what they called a modest, half-percent raise.” (John Fritze & Andrea K. Walker, “Obama budget
cuts would hit Maryland,” The Baltimore Sun, 2/13/12)

“Maryland Is Home To Nearly 300,000 Civilian Federal Employees — About 10 Percent
Of The State’s Workforce.” (John Fritze & Andrea K. Walker, “Obama budget cuts would hit Maryland,” The
Baltimore Sun, 2/13/12)

Sen. Ben Cardin (D-MD) “Concerned” About Cuts. “Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin praised the
White House for taking a ‘balanced approach’ to deficit reduction but said he is concerned
about proposed cuts to the federal workforce and bay programs as well as a proposed freeze
in funding for the NIH.” (John Fritze & Andrea K. Walker, “Obama budget cuts would hit Maryland,” The Baltimore Sun,
2/13/12)

 

Pat Quinn
Quinn

Since Quinn Took Office, Illinois Has Lost 119,100 Jobs And The Unemployment Rate
Has Increased From 8.0 Percent To 8.9 Percent. (Bureau of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

Obama

Since Obama Took Office, Illinois Has Lost 119,100 Jobs And The Unemployment Rate
Has Increased From 8.0 Percent To 8.9 Percent. (Bureau of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)
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Illinois Has 587,249 Unemployed Seeking Work. (Bureau of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

389,000 Illinois Children, Or 13 Percent, Have At Least One Unemployed Parent. (The
Annie E. Casey Foundation, Kids Count Data Center, Accessed 9/1/12)

Obama’s $831 Billion Stimulus Bill And The State Of Illinois

Since Obama’s $831 Billion Stimulus Passed, Illinois Has Lost 82,600 Jobs And The
Unemployment Rate Has Increased From 8.5 Percent To 8.9 Percent. (Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Accessed 9/1/12)

Obama Pet Project Received $1 Billion In Stimulus Funds. “Earmarks? Perhaps not. But
funding for FutureGen? Absolutely, to the tune of $1 billion. …But others say that’s a
distinction without a difference -- that FutureGen is merely an earmark by another name, a
project that had powerful patrons, funding straight out of the stimulus bill and requirements
for the money targeted so narrowly that only a few projects would fit the bill.” (Eamon Javers,
“Stimulus Serves Up Obama Pork,” Politico, 6/16/09)

Millions Of Stimulus Dollars Were Sent To Phantom Congressional Districts.
“According to the people in charge of the Recovery Act, 2.5 jobs were saved in the 59th
Congressional District of Illinois… We also experienced some job saving relief from the feds
in the 20th, 21st, 22nd, 44th and District 00… The 22nd received almost $2 million.  Let’s
thank the elected officials who represent those districts.  Anybody know who they are?” (Jerry
Agar, “Districts Saved Or Created In Illinois,” Illinois Policy Institute, 11/17/09)

Obama’s Proposed Tax Hikes Will Hurt Illinois’ Economy

Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Illinois 30,700 Jobs. (Drs. Robert Carroll and Gerald
Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young LLP, 7/12)

·         Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Illinois $9.0 Billion In Lost Economic
Output. (Drs. Robert Carroll and Gerald Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax Rates On High-
Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young LLP, 7/12)

FEMA Denied Illinois Disaster Aid, State To Appeal Decision

FEMA Ruled Illinois Would Not Receive Federal Aid After Storms Destroyed Nearly
100 Homes. “The Federal Emergency Management Agency decided over the weekend that
homeowners’ insurance, local charities and state funds could cover those costs. The storm
ripped through the town and surrounding Saline County on Feb. 29, destroying 98 homes and
severely damaging 31 others. Seven people were killed.” (Tammy Webber, David Mercer, “Officials Can’t
Believe FEMA Denies Tornado Aid,” The Associated Press, 3/12/12)

FEMA Administrator W. Craig Fugate: “It Has Been Determined That The
Damage Was Not Of Such Severity And Magnitude As To Be Beyond The
Capabilities Of The State.” “‘Based on our review of all of the information available,
it has been determined that the damage was not of such severity and magnitude as to be
beyond the capabilities of the state, affected local governments and voluntary
agencies,’ FEMA administrator W. Craig Fugate wrote to Gov. Pat Quinn in a letter
Saturday.” (Tammy Webber, David Mercer, “Officials Can’t Believe FEMA Denies Tornado Aid,” The Associated
Press, 3/12/12)

Gov. Patrick Quinn (D-IL): “FEMA Underestimated The Impact This Deadly Tornado
Had.” “‘FEMA underestimated the impact this deadly tornado had on small towns like
Harrisburg and Ridgway,’ Quinn said, adding that he’d spoken with Homeland Security
Secretary Janet Napolitano.” (Tammy Webber, David Mercer, “Officials Can’t Believe FEMA Denies Tornado Aid,” The
Associated Press, 3/12/12)
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FEMA Denied Illinois’ Appeal To An The Earlier Denial. “The Federal Emergency
Management Agency, or FEMA, denied Illinois’ appeal to an earlier denial of individual
assistance following a Feb. 29 storm that unleashed a deadly tornado in the southern part of
the state.” (Andrew Thomason, “FEMA Denies IL Disaster Relief, Again,” Illinois Statehouse News, 3/21/12)

·         Gov. Pat Quinn (D-IL): “I Am Very Disappointed With This Decision And Do
Not Believe It Reflects The Reality And Devastation On The Ground. I Remain
Committed To Obtaining Any And All Assistance Available To Help Our
Southern Illinois Communities Recover.” (Andrew Thomason, “FEMA Denies IL Disaster Relief,
Again,” Illinois Statehouse News, 3/21/12)

 

Brian Schweitzer
Schweitzer

Since Schweitzer Took Office, The Unemployment Rate In Montana Has Increased
From 3.8 Percent To 6.4 Percent. (Bureau of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

Obama

Since Obama Took Office, Montana Has Lost 2,800 Jobs And The Unemployment Rate
Has Increased From 5.3 Percent To 6.4 Percent. (Bureau of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

Montana Has 32,111 Unemployed Seeking Work. (Bureau of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/1/12)

15,000 Montana Children, Or 8 Percent, Have At Least One Unemployed Parent. (The
Annie E. Casey Foundation, Kids Count Data Center, Accessed 9/1/12)

Obama’s $831 Billion Stimulus Bill And The State Of Montana

Since Obama’s $831 Billion Stimulus Passed, Montana Has Lost 500 Jobs And The
Unemployment Rate Has Increased From 5.5 Percent To 6.4 Percent. (Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Accessed 9/1/12)

Stimulus Spent $6.5 Million For Montana Power Plant That Doesn’t Produce Power.
“Private-equity firm Wayzata Investment Partners created neither jobs nor energy with the
$6.5 million it received for a plant in Thompson Falls, Mont. The facility had state permits to
burn coal and wood for energy, and Wayzata had invested more than $20 million to comply
with government rules, said a person familiar with the matter. After finishing the work, this
person said, Wayzata told Treasury officials the plant would burn only wood; coal-burning
plants don’t qualify for 1603 money. The facility, which still doesn’t produce power, is for
sale. Wayzata representatives declined to comment.” (Ianthe Jeanne Dugan and Justin Scheck, “Cost Of $10
Billion Stimulus Easier To Tally Than New Jobs,” The Wall Street Journal, 2/24/12)

The Stimulus Spent $50,000 For A Tennis Court In Bozeman, MT, Which Gov. Brian
Schweitzer (D-MT) Said Violated The “Rule Of Common Sense.” “[Violated The] Rule
Of Common Sense.” DAVID MATTINGLY, CNN: "I Came To Bozeman to find a city on
thin ice over how it's spending stimulus money -- $50,000 to erase all of these cracks and
potholes in city tennis court. ... Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer wants to make Bozeman
an example of how not to spend stimulus money." ... GOV. BRIAN SCHWEITZER: "What
they violated was that rule of common sense. There ought to be that little guy in your head
that waves his finger at you and says, wait a minute, we might want to rethink this thing."
(CNN, 1/25/10)

http://illinois.statehousenewsonline.com/7997/fema-denies-il-disaster-relief-again/
http://illinois.statehousenewsonline.com/7997/fema-denies-il-disaster-relief-again/
http://data.bls.gov/
http://data.bls.gov/
http://data.bls.gov/
http://datacenter.kidscount.org/databook/2011/stateprofilesheets.aspx
http://datacenter.kidscount.org/databook/2011/stateprofilesheets.aspx
http://data.bls.gov/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB20001424052970203710704577050412494713178.html


Obama’s Proposed Tax Hikes Will Hurt Montana’s Economy

Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Montana 2,300 Jobs. (Drs. Robert Carroll and Gerald
Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young LLP, 7/12)

·         Obama’s Plan To Raise Taxes Would Cost Montana $0.5 Billion In Lost
Economic Output. (Drs. Robert Carroll and Gerald Prante, “Long-Run Macroeconomic Impact Of Increasing Tax
Rates On High-Income Taxpayers In 2013,” Ernst & Young LLP, 7/12)

Obama “Wall Street Guy” Jon Corzine’s MF Global Bankruptcy Harming Montana
Farmers

Obama: Corzine Is “Our Wall Street Guy.” “The rollout also provided a showcase for
Corzine, the former Goldman Sachs CEO whom Obama referred to as ‘our Wall Street guy’
at a meeting of Democratic governors in Chicago on Friday.” (Claire Heininger, “Corzine Profile Rises In
Obama Camp,” The Star-Ledger, 6/23/08)

Jon Corzine Has Bundled Over $500,000 For Obama’s Reelection Campaign. (Obama
Volunteer Fundraisers, Barackobama.com, Accessed 4/1/12)

In November 2011, It Was Reported Jon Corzine, One Of Obama’s “Leading Wall
Street Fundraisers,” Is Now “The Center Of An FBI Investigation.” “Jon Corzine, now
the center of an FBI investigation into the handling of hundreds of millions of dollars
invested in his securities firm, was one of the leading Wall Street fundraisers for President
Obama’s campaign and suggested to investors that he might take a top administration post if
the president were re-elected.” (Michael Isikoff,  “Corzine, Top Obama Fundraiser, Under FBI Investigation,” MSNBC’s
First Read, 11/2/11)

“Federal Regulators Are Investigating Whether MF Global, As Its Financial
Condition Worsened, Tapped Client Funds That Were Supposed To Be Kept Safe
In Strictly Segregated Accounts.” (Steve Karnowski,  “Shock Waves From MF Global Collapse Felt On
Farms,” The Associated Press, 12/4/11)

Corzine Gave “Direct Instructions” To Transfer Funds From A Customer
Account To Meet The Overdraft At JP Morgan In London. “Jon S. Corzine, MF
Global Holding Ltd. (MFGLQ)’s chief executive officer, gave ‘direct instructions’ to
transfer $200 million from a customer fund account to meet an overdraft in one of the
brokerage’s JPMorgan Chase & Co. (JPM) accounts in London, according to an e-mail
sent by a firm executive.” (Phil Mattingly and Silla Brush, “MF Global’s Corzine Ordered Funds Moved To
JPMorgan, Memo Says,” Bloomberg, 3/23/12)

“The Havoc Wreaked” By The Failure Of Jon Corzine’s MF Global Is Rippling
Through The Farm Belt. “The havoc wreaked by MF Global’s bankruptcy filing has been
felt not just by Wall Street investors and traders, but also by wheat and corn growers, cattle
ranchers and pig farmers. Dotting the farm belt, many who used the commodities market to
protect against price swings are finding their money locked up and their hedges unwound due
to the firm’s downfall.” (Jerry A Dicolo And Dan Strumpf, “MF Global Collapse Felt In Farm Country,” The Wall Street
Journal, 12/7/11)

·         Farmers, Ranchers And Rural Businesses Were The Hardest Hit By MF
Global’s Failure And The Investigations Following The Bankruptcy. “Farmers,
ranchers and rural businesses such as grain elevators and feed mills were among the
hardest hit when they were cut off from the cash in their hedging accounts at MF
Global, which sought bankruptcy protection in October after making a disastrous bet
on European government debt. The number of people harmed and the extent of their
losses isn’t clear yet.” (Steve Karnowski,  “Shock Waves From MF Global Collapse Felt On Farms,” The
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Associated Press, 12/4/11)

Montana Farmers Have Filed A Class Action Lawsuit Against Jon Corzine, Charging
That He “Stole Millions From Their Accounts” To Pay Off MF Global’s “Spiraling
Debts.” “Montana farmers have filed a class action suit against former New Jersey governor
Jon Corzine, charging that the failed financial firm run by Corzine stole millions from their
accounts to pay off its spiraling debts, and that Corzine’s ‘single-minded obsession’ with
making MF Global a big player on Wall Street led to the firm’s collapse.” (Cindy Galli, “Farmers Sue
Jon Corzine Over Missing Millions,” ABC News, 1/9/12)

·         MF Global’s Included 38,000 Farmers And Ranchers Whose Funds Were
“Supposed To Be Segregated And Secure.”  “MF Global’s clients included 38,000
wheat farmers, cattle ranchers and others who ‘hedged’ prices by placing millions in
MF Global accounts. Those accounts were supposed to be ‘segregated and secure,’
according to the federal suit, meaning MF Global could not draw on those funds.”
(Cindy Galli, “Farmers Sue Jon Corzine Over Missing Millions,” ABC News, 1/9/12)

·         The Montana Lawsuit Alleges MF Global Siphoned “Funds Withdrawn From
Segregated Client Accounts” To Cover Its Bad Investments. The lawsuit, filed on
behalf of all 38,000 customers, alleges that when MF Global made a series of bad
investments -- notably in European debt -- it began ‘siphoning funds withdrawn from
segregated client accounts’ to cover its debts. (Cindy Galli, “Farmers Sue Jon Corzine Over Missing
Millions,” ABC News, 1/9/12)

·         “‘This Is A Suit By The Real Victims Of MF Global,’ Said Plaintiff’s Attorney
Mark Baker Of The Law Firm Anderson, Baker & Swanson.” (Cindy Galli, “Farmers Sue
Jon Corzine Over Missing Millions,” ABC News, 1/9/12)

·         “The Montana Complaint Takes Square Aim At Corzine,” Alleging That He
Had A “Single-Minded Obsession” With Making MF Global A “Wall Street
Powerhouse.”  “The Montana complaint takes square aim at Corzine, alleging that the
former governor longed to make MF Global a Wall Street powerhouse through a
series of risky investments. The lawsuit says Corzine, a former CEO of Goldman
Sachs, had a ‘single-minded obsession’ when he took over in early 2010.” (Cindy Galli,
“Farmers Sue Jon Corzine Over Missing Millions,” ABC News, 1/9/12)

·         The Montana Farmers Allege That MF Global Grew “Through Corzine’s
Political Lobbying And The Commingling And Looting of Customers Segregated
Accounts.”  “But Corzine was reckless in his zeal, according to plaintiffs’ attorneys,
instead trading in the risky debt of European countries. MF Global grew not through
sound business, alleges the complaint, but ‘through Corzine’s political lobbying and
the commingling and looting of customers’ segregated accounts.’”(Cindy Galli, “Farmers Sue
Jon Corzine Over Missing Millions,” ABC News, 1/9/12)

Ted Strickland
Strickland

During Strickland’s Governorship Of Ohio, The State Lost 338,168 Jobs. (Bureau of Labor
Statistics, Accessed 9/4/12)

During Strickland’s Governorship Of Ohio, The State Unemployment Rate Increased
From 5.4 To 9.0 Percent. (Bureau of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/4/12)
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During Strickland’s Governorship Of Ohio, 134,113 Workers Dropped Out Of The
Labor Force. (Bureau of Labor Statistics, Accessed 9/4/12)

Obama

In 2008, Ted Strickland Determined That Barack Obama Could Not Win Ohio Because
Ohioans Won’t Be “Taken In By The Fluff.” “‘I don’t think Ohio is going to be taken in by the
fluff,’ Strickland told The News in Cincinnati. ‘I think it’s a choice between a speech and a plan,’
he said.” (“In Wake Of NIU Horror, Barack Obama & Hillary Clinton Back Arms,” New York
Daily News, 2/16/08)
 
In 2008, Ted Strickland Did Not Support Obama Because It Was Unwise To Choose “A
President Based On Feelings.” “In interviews, Strickland praises Clinton’s experience and the
depth of her policy proposals and questions whether Obama would prove to be anything more than
a wave of enthusiasm. ‘Not many years ago,’ Strickland said, ‘we chose a president based on
feelings. George Bush was elected because he seemed like a good guy, the kind of guy you’d like
to have a beer with. … Look what we got.’” (Jim Tankersley, “Favor Wins Clinton Fervent Ohio
Aid,” Chicago Tribune, 2/23/08)
 
In 2008, Ted Strickland Said “That Some Obama Supporters Are Following Their Heart
Without Engaging Their Head In The Process.” “Gov. Ted Strickland has endorsed Clinton and
is actively campaigning for her in Ohio, saying last week that he thinks Clinton is by far the more
experienced candidate ? and that some Obama supporters are ‘following their heart without
engaging their head in the process.’” (Mark Niquette, “One Win Is Enough, Obama Says,” The
Columbus Dispatch, 2/23/08)
 
In 2008, Ohio Governor Dismissed Barack Obama’s Policy On Trade, Claiming That It Was
“Just Political Rhetoric.” “Ohio Governor Ted Strickland said at a rally this morning with
Clinton in Toledo that Obama’s vow to renegotiate NAFTA and be tough on trade is ‘just political
rhetoric.’ ‘Well, we people in Ohio believe that you ought to say what you mean and you ought to
mean what you say,’ Strickland said.” (Foon Rhee, “Clinton Goes After Obama On NAFTA
Meeting,” The Boston Globe, 3/3/08)
 
In 2008, When Commenting On Hillary Clinton’s Campaign Strategy, Ohio Governor Ted
Strickland Dismissed Senator Barack Obama As A “Phenomenon.” “Gov. Ted Strickland of
Ohio, a Democrat who has campaigned across the state with Mrs. Clinton, said in an interview. ‘I
think we’ve survived the initial blast of the Obama phenomenon, and we’re now holding steady.’”
(Adam Nagourney, “Spending Heavily, Obama Attempts Knockout Blow,” The New York Times,
3/2/08)
 
 

http://data.bls.gov/


From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Gov"s flyer
Date: Friday, July 15, 2011 10:30:00 AM
Attachments: GovLeaveBehindChicago.pdf
Importance: High

This was the proof.  I told them to remove the reference to Early Innovator Grant and they said they
did before printing.
 
 
 

From: Schmidt, Beth [mailto:Beth_Schmidt@odoc.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Thursday, July 14, 2011 12:03 PM
To: Milligan, Tim; Combs, Michael; Yadon, Kelli; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Gov's flyer
Importance: High
 
Could you guys please proof while we make final tweaks over here?
 

From: Milligan, Tim 
Sent: Thursday, July 14, 2011 12:00 PM
To: Combs, Michael; Schmidt, Beth
Subject: Gov's flyer
 
Got the PO# and bids completed. Let me know when you have the files ready and I will send them
over. Thanks!
 
Tim Milligan  |  Deputy Director, Marketing & Communications 

p (405) 815-5230  |  m (405) 990-5520  |  tf (800) 879-6552  |  f (405) 605-2930  

900 N. Stiles Ave. |  Oklahoma City,OK 73104-3234
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Oklahoma Department of Commerce


Pursuing Oklahoma Solutions for Better Health 
 The governor has worked to support initiatives that will improve the health of 


Oklahoma’s citizens and work to create a more flexible source of funding for Medicare 


and Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The governor also signed into law important legislation 


helping to fund Oklahoma hospitals that otherwise might be in danger of closing.  


Finally, the governor acted with the attorney general and legislators to make it clear 


that health care solutions should come from Oklahoma – not the federal government.


Legislative/Policy Highlights: 
• Improving Access to Quality Care in Oklahoma 


o HB 1381: creating a provider assessment to support Oklahoma hospitals 


that provide care to low income patients and rural hospitals 


• Improving Oklahoma’s health 


o The Health Department unveiled the “Shape our Future” campaign, encouraging schools, businesses and communities to 


embrace healthy living options 


o Included funding in budget for rehabilitation programs for those suffering from drug/alcohol addiction 


• Fighting Federal Health Care Law


o State leaders announced that the state of Oklahoma would file a lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of the federal health 


care law 


o Refused $54 million in federal grant money to ensure that Oklahoma cannot be tied to the federal health care law 


Improving Oklahoma Schools and Delivering Quality Education 
As Governor Fallin told legislators earlier this year, “there is nothing more important to our future and our long-term prosperity than education.” 


State lawmakers agreed, and 2011 has become a banner year for education reform in Oklahoma, as a series of measures to improve student 


performance and increase accountability have been signed into law. 


“Building a better and more prosperous Oklahoma requires strong schools and universities that produce the kind of educated, highly skilled 


work force that can compete in today’s global economy,” Fallin said. “The reforms we have passed and signed into law will help to ensure that 


schools are delivering the kind of education that our children deserve and our state needs.” 


Legislative/Policy Highlights: 
• Increasing Accountability, Teacher Quality and Student Performance 


o HB 2139: defining the responsibilities of the state superintendent of public instruction and the board of education 


o HB 1456: creating an A-F grading system for public schools 


o SB 346: ending social promotion for students going from third to fourth grade 


2011 Legislative Report: 
A Historic Session for Pro-Business Governance
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A Fiscally Responsible Budget 
The budget deal reached by the governor and state legislators represents a fiscally responsible plan to close the $500 million revenue shortfall 


and balance the budget without raising taxes. Additionally, education funding is boosted by a series of supplemental funding bills, while 


transportation funding is supported through a bond.


Creating More and Better Jobs By Promoting a Business-Friendly Environment 
A series of bills was sent to the governor this year in support of her goal of 


bringing more and better jobs to Oklahoma by building the best possible 


environment for business. These bills include landmark lawsuit reform 


legislation, comprehensive workers’ compensation reform, the creation of a 


governor’s closing fund to attract businesses to the state, a one-stop-shop for 


business licensing and permits, and more. 


“My number one priority is to bring more and better jobs to the state of 


Oklahoma,” Fallin said. “The way to do that is through pro-business reforms 


that make our state a more attractive place for entrepreneurs and small 


businesses. The reforms we pursued this year have helped to ensure that investors across the state and the nation have gotten the message 


loud and clear: Oklahoma is now open for business.” 


Legislative/Policy Highlights 
• Comprehensive Tort Reform 


o HB 2128: placing a hard cap of $350,00 on non-economic damages   


o SB 865: instructing juries that awards are not subject to taxation


o SB 862: eliminating joint and several liability


o HB 2024: authorizing periodic payments (instead of lump-sum payments) for damages exceeding $100,000


• Workers’ Compensation Reform


o SB 878: rewriting the state’s workers’ compensation laws to reduce costs for businesses and ensure injured workers receive 


proper care and can return to work in a timely manner


o HB 2038: authorizing workers compensation annual reports and data collection


• Quick Action Closing Fund


o HB 1952: creating a Quick Action Closing Fund administered by the governor for the purpose of attracting new business and 


jobs to the state


• One-Stop-Shop for Businesses 


o HB 1601: creating a “one-stop-shop” centralized licensing plan for businesses 


• Job Creating Tax Incentives 


o Allowing the income tax rate to be reduced from 5.5% to 5.25% 


o HB 1008: reinstating the job-creating tax credit for aerospace engineers  


• Supporting Oklahoma Energy Producers 


o HB 1909: modernizing oil and gas statutes to better accommodate technological advances associated with horizontal drilling in 


shale reservoirs 


Building a Smaller, Smarter Government that Better Serves our Citizens 
As the governor outlined in her State of the State address, our state government too often operates like “an 8-track bureaucracy in an iPod 


world.” To create a more modern, cost-effective government and to save taxpayer dollars, Governor Fallin asked lawmakers to pass legislation 


consolidating and modernizing the state’s aging Internet Technology (IT) 


infrastructure, combining various state agencies with overlapping functions, 


and pursuing other reforms that streamline government services. The 


Legislature responded in the final weeks of session, sending those bills to the 


governor’s desk. 


Additionally, Governor Fallin and legislative leaders worked to pass and sign 


into law a series of reforms designed to improve the fiscal outlook of the 


state’s public employee pension systems, which currently have $16 billion in 


unfunded liability. 


“I promised voters that I would lead the way in modernizing our state 


agencies, creating a smaller, smarter government, and saving taxpayer dollars in the process,” Fallin said. “The important government 


modernization reforms passed this session will help to reduce spending and deliver government services more effectively. Additionally, the 


Legislature and I have worked to take important steps to shore-up the state’s struggling pension systems and to ensure that we can keep our 


promises to our retired workers.” 


Legislative/Policy Highlights: 
• Achieving savings through agency consolidation, IT restructuring and smart spending 


o HB 2140: consolidating various agencies into the Office of State Finance. 


o HB 1304: consolidating and restructuring the state’s IT systems 


o SB 541: providing for OSF to analyze financial services among state agencies and mandating that those agencies operating in 


the least cost-effective manner contract their financial services with OSF 


o HB 1086: mandating cost-effective electronic payments to be disbursed from the State Treasury 


o HB 2131: reducing corrections costs by expanding community sentencing programs and other corrections reforms 


o HB 1035: requiring state agencies to use the Trip Optimizer System for vehicles used by state employees and requiring that the 


maximum authorized travel reimbursement shall be the lowest cost option determined by the optimizer 


• Reducing the unfunded liability for public pensions: 


o HB 2132: eliminating unfunded cost of living adjustments 


o HB1010: increasing the retirement age for new members of the Uniform Retirement System for Justices and Judges 


o SB377: raising the normal retirement age for new teachers from 62 to 65 years of age 


o SB794: raising the minimum retirement of various public employees to 65 years of age 


o SB347: providing for the forfeiture of a municipal officer or employee’s retirements benefits upon conviction of crimes related to 


their office (bribery, corruption. etc) 







From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Greta-tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 2:58:08 PM

Fyi 
 
From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 02:52 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight 
 
Hi Alex,
 
We’re adding a couple of breaking news hits at the top of the show so we’ll need to start at
10:30pm EST/ 9:30pm CST now.  Please have the good governor arrive by 10:15pm EST/9:15pm
CST.  Thank you!
 
Joshua
212.301.5087
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 11:13 AM
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
Yes sir, sounds good. We’ll be there at 10 PM EST unless the hit time changes. thanks
 

From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
OK…Can we have her arrive 15-20 minutes before the hit time then?
 
Thanks!
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:55 AM
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: Re: Greta-tonight
 
She wont need makeup 
 
From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: DelPriore, Samantha <Samantha.DelPriore@FOXNEWS.COM> 
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight 
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Hi Alex,
 
This info should be plenty-thank you for sending.  The topic will be Gov’s position on setting up the
exchanges and in the impact Medicaid expansions is having on the state of Oklahoma.  Right now
those are the topics and if something is added, we’ll be sure to let you know.
 
The studio on Hudiburg Circle is being confirmed right now and I’ll make sure you have the
confirmation.  We’ve ordered makeup for the governor-does she still want that?  If she does we’d
like her to arrive to the studio 30 minutes prior to her hit for hair/makeup.  Exact hit time TBD but
it’s looking like 10:20pm EST/ 9:20pm CST. 
 
For any last minute issues or questions contact Samantha Delpriore (cc’d). Her cell is 917.499.0471,
desk is 212.301.5360.
 
Thank you!
 
Joshua
212.301.5087
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:01 AM
To: McCarroll, Joshua
Subject: RE: Greta-tonight
 
I think the statement below pretty thoroughly outlines her position on exchanges/Medicaid
expansion. Do you need more?
 
Also, will we be talking about just exchanges or exchanges and Medicaid expansion? Any other
topics we should be prepared to cover?
 
Can you confirm the studio is the one on Hudiburg Circle in OKC rub by Cox … and I assume if we
arrive 15-20 mins before the hit that will be sufficient?
 
If for any reason we have last minute issues or questions who should I call tonight?
 
I will be with the gov and can be reached at: 405-535-7317
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a
State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement
announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or
participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA):
 

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. This
choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care
law through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the
implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen
Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange.
Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and
would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will
ultimately be under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority
of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama
Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable,
costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020, with escalating
annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal
money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing
the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid
expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public
safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a
massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the
federal government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first
will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions



for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
 
 

From: McCarroll, Joshua [mailto:Joshua.McCarroll@FOXNEWS.COM] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:33 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Greta-tonight
 
Good morning, Alex
 
Is the governor set for her interview tonight with Greta in the 10pm EST/9pm CST hour? Right now
I’m looking at a 10:15pm hit with Governor Fallin and I’ll be in touch if that changes.  Would you
mind sending me statements/press releases the Governor has put out related to health care
exchanges?
 
Thank you!
 
Joshua
 
Joshua McCarroll
Associate Producer, On the Record w/ Greta Van Susteren
212..301.5087 (desk)
347.446.8677 (cell)
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Health Care Anniversary Friday & Supreme Court Next Week
Date: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 1:12:00 PM

If this helps …
 

From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 9:51 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Jon Thompson
Subject: Health Care Anniversary Friday & Supreme Court Next Week
 
Good Morning,
 

The 2nd anniversary of Obamacare is this Friday, March 23 and the Supreme Court will hear oral
arguments on the Constitutionality of the law March 26-28. An hour of the arguments on 3/28 are
reserved for the impact the forced expansion of Medicaid will have on the states.
 
With this in mind, the RGA is heavily messaging on health care issues the next 7 days.
 
Today, the RGA released 7 principles for true health care reform via an op-ed by Gov. McDonnell
and an event with Gov. Herbert and the American Action Forum. These principles have been
developed with the input of every governors’ policy shops. We wanted to lead with the principles to
show that the GOP is more than just the “party of no.”
 

On Friday, the RGA will be sending out a release marking the 2nd anniversary of Obamacare. (A
copy of the release is at the bottom of this email.) We encourage you to echo with similar
releases from your governor in your states.
 
On Wednesday of the Supreme Court arguments, the RGA will be sending a release detailing the
Medicaid costs due to Obamacare for each state. The RGA’s policy staff is working with your
policy staff to compile the data.
 
Last, if you are interested in talking about Obamacare on national TV or radio, please touch base
with Jon Thompson who can book you on programs that fit your governor’s schedule:
 
Jon Thompson
jthompson@rga.org

DESK: 202-464-8564

CELL: 

 
Sample Release:
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-8389
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Statement on Anniversary of Obamacare

 
Republican Governors Association Chairman Bob McDonnell issued the following statement
today on the second anniversary of Obamacare.
 
“The two years following the enactment of President Obama’s national healthcare takeover
have made clear that the law is unsustainable, unworkable and unconstitutional.  Its estimated
costs have already doubled, and premiums continue to rise.  The law restricts the abilities of
governors and state legislatures to manage healthcare programs for the citizens of their states
while simultaneously shifting billions of dollars in unfunded costs to the states.  Most
alarming, if upheld, President Obama’s healthcare law would usher in a brave new world of
federal power that would be wholly foreign to our nation’s founders. 
 
Republicans recognize that our current healthcare system is broken, but know there is a way
to improve it that doesn’t require an unprecedented expansion in the size and scope of the
federal government. Republican governors are putting forward a realistic healthcare plan that
would improve the quality of care, expand access and make healthcare more affordable by
focusing on market-centered reforms, eliminating the one-size fits-all approach preferred by
the Obama administration and allowing states the flexibility to innovate.”

 
Last year, Republican governors detailed 31 specific recommendations for transforming
Medicaid.  This year, Republican governors are taking the next step and developing a
comprehensive healthcare reform blueprint that builds on the following principles:
 

1. Health care reform should emphasize health: Health and well-being are
determined by more than health services used. Employment, education and personal
choices influence the health of each American. Unfortunately, the health care law
undermines employment and limits personal choice. Meaningful reform should
emphasize health by expanding economic opportunity and aligning incentives for
Americans to make healthier personal choices that can drive improvements throughout
the health care system.

 

2. Responsibility is best fostered through individual incentives and not an
oppressive federal mandate that violates the economic freedoms of Americans:
Americans should be in control of their health and the decisions regarding their care.
Individuals and families, not governments, are best able to decide the right course of
action, which is why price and quality transparency are essential to meaningful
reform.

 

3. Health care reform should enable Medicaid to restore and maintain the
economic independence as well as health status of the neediest Americans:

mailto:mschrimpf@rga.org
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Medicaid should be a bridge, not a barrier, to independence. Public assistance
programs should be designed to offer support for disabled Americans and help
individuals return to or maintain economic independence as well as health status.

 

4. Health care reform should increase design flexibility in Medicaid and the
private insurance market to improve coverage choices: Increasing design
flexibility in Medicaid and the private insurance market will strengthen access to care
for patients, reduce the regulatory burden that increases the cost of care and lead to
innovative programs.

 

5. Health care reform should align delivery system incentives to improve the
value of patient care: Delivery incentives should be aligned to focus on quality,
value-based and patient-centered programs that improve health — driving value over
volume and quality over quantity while containing costs.

 

6. Health care reform should foster state innovation to improve health care
systems: States are best able to make decisions about the design of their health care
systems based on the needs, culture and values of their citizens. Reform should reduce
the federal disruption in state and local health care markets while increasing
accountability.

 

7. Health care reform should address unsustainable spending at the family, state
and federal levels to ease the debt burden that threatens our future: Families,
states and the federal government face a dangerous budgetary outlook made worse by
this health care law. The budget problem is spending; correcting it means empowering
individuals and fixing the Tax Code to remove hidden costs from the health care
system.

 
 

-30-
 

Paid for and authorized by the Republican Governors Association
 
 



From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: health care exchagne
Date: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:29:00 AM

Woohoo! What do you want to do?

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: health care exchagne

A:

Could I get some time on the phone this week with Katie Altshuler or you and Katie Altshuler to talk
about health insurance exchange issues?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: health care exchagne
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 10:09:00 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:36 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: health care exchagne

The two big ones:
Does the governor support a state exchange that is explicitly ACA noncompliant?
Do you anticipate a federal exchange being established in the state?
tnx. wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

>>> Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> 3/1/2012 10:29 AM >>>
I'll see what I can do. Anything specific other than what the gov's general position is?

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: health care exchagne

A:

Could I get some time on the phone this week with Katie Altshuler or you and Katie Altshuler to talk
about health insurance exchange issues?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

______________________________________________________________________
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 11:27:00 AM

Is this response OK to send to AP?  Thanks.

 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2012 8:47 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: 'gcoffee '; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
Is this OK to send to AP?  Has Katie’s edits

 

 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange.
 
Her priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will
continue to review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens.
Our office will proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as
they are made.
 

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee '; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
So is that approved with katies edits? 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:59 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee ' <gcoffee >; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
Especially since the week involved a holiday where it was impossible to meet with people
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From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:46 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; 'gcoffee ' <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
I think it is too long...I think we should cut this..."In the coming weeks, the governor will continue to
study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma. 
She and her staff are also continuing to meet with experts in the private and public sector regarding
the potential creation of an exchange. Next week, she will visit with dozens of governors at the
National Governor’s Association meetings, where health care will be discussed at length.
Additionally, her administration continues to communicate with doctors, health care providers and
Oklahoma families about these issues...Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings
are necessary to making an informed decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of
thousands of Oklahomans."

I think saying she will review it thoughtfully and thoroughly covers it. If we advertise meetings we
are just inviting all kinds of people to line up at the door for mtgs, etc.

I think less is more!

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 02:30 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee <  Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: RE: Health Care Law-Oklahoma 
 
See below for Sean Murphy’s questions. I think if we arent going to decide on Medicaid we can at
least beef up our non-statement statement. here is what I sent earlier:
 
Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is unaffordable and unworkable, and that
many aspects of the bill—including the individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not
intended by the authors of the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a Congresswoman and
supported the lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates, including the
Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA, Governor Fallin
believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review the state of Oklahoma’s
options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the creation of a health insurance exchange. In



the coming weeks, the governor will continue to study the issues with the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority, which overseas Medicaid in Oklahoma.  She and her staff are also continuing to meet with
experts in the private and public sector regarding the potential creation of an exchange. Next week,
she will visit with dozens of governors at the National Governor’s Association meetings, where
health care will be discussed at length. Additionally, her administration continues to communicate
with doctors, health care providers and Oklahoma families about these issues.
 
Governor Fallin believes these conversations and meetings are necessary to making an informed
decision about health care policies that will affect hundreds of thousands of Oklahomans. Her
priority is not to make a decision soon; it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to
review how the state of Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as they are
made.
 
 

From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Health Care Law-Oklahoma
 
Alex/Aaron:
I’m interested in putting together a weekend story on how the state plans to respond now that the
new health care law has been upheld.
 
Now that the governor and her legal team have had a week to digest the new law, is she ready to
say how the state should proceed?
 
Does she plan to take a cue from other GOP governors and attempt to force the feds’ hand with
respect to the health insurance exchanges, or does she think the state should develop its own
exchange? Is there enough time to get a state exchange up and running? Does she think it would be
a good idea to partner with other states?
 
How about the expansion of Medicaid eligibility? Does she think that might be a good idea in any
way? What are her thoughts about the costs to the state versus the benefits of having more poor
people, especially working poor, covered with health insurance?
 
Some lawmakers are advocating what appears to be open resistance to complying in any way with a
law that has been approved by Congress, signed by the president and upheld as constitutional by
the Supreme Court. What does the governor think of that?
 
I’d love to have a chance to talk tomorrow to the governor or someone in your office about the
state’s next step.
 
My plan was to put the story together for papers to use on Sunday or Monday, but since I don’t
believe the governor’s official position has been reported at this point, we could certainly move it
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spot tomorrow.
 
Thanks,
Sean
 

 

   
Sean Murphy
Capitol correspondent
Oklahoma City
405-525-8195 (Capitol)
405-550-4541 (Cell)
smurphy@ap.org
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Health Care Update
Date: Monday, June 06, 2011 1:26:00 PM
Importance: High

FYI – this is info the gov requested for her fox news interview later today just in case she gets asked
anything on the various health care reform initiatives taking place at the federal level.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, June 06, 2011 1:02 PM
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Health Care Update
Importance: High
 
Republican State Action on Health Insurance Exchange Development:
 

1)       Three Governors have announced that they have no plans to develop an exchange: Florida
(Scott), Louisiana (Jindal) and Texas (Perry)

2)       Approximately 16 states are studying the issue further before making a final determination
3)       Approximately nine states have announced plans to develop exchanges (that includes OK)
4)       Kansas and Wisconsin are developing exchanges and are using the Federal Early Innovator

Grant to do so
 

Medicaid Reform Initiatives:
 
Several Republican states have publically stated plans to pursue federal waivers to reform Medicaid. 
Examples of reforms:
 

1)       Block grants
2)       Capping growth in spending and tieing it to the growth of other state spending
3)       Reduction in benefits
4)       Establishing a capitated rate to incentivize doctors and patients to keep spending under

control.  It would create a monthly lump sum payment per patient, if the cost of care is
higher than the doctor is responsible for the difference, if it is lower the doctor receives a
portion of the savings.

5)       Governor Gregiore in Washington State has also come out  in support of block grants
 
Number of Waivers Requested by Republican States (these are on a variety of issues related to
Medicaid and Obama Care):
 
Alabama-2
Alaska-0
Arizona-1
Florida-4
Georgia-0
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Guam-
Idaho-0
Indiana-
Iowa-7
Kansas-0
Louisiana-
Maine-
Michigan-
Mississippi-0
Nebraska-
Nevada-4
New Jersey-9 SPA’s and two waivers
New Mexico-12
North Dokata-0
Ohio-
Oklahoma-0
Pennsylvania-0
Puerto Rico-0
South Carolina-0
South Dakota-0
Tennessee-4
Texas-0
Utah-1
Virginia-0
Wisconsin- 0
Wyoming-
 
TOTAL-36
 
 
 

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Keili McEwen
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Health Care
Date: Wednesday, January 26, 2011 4:56:00 PM

 

 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Tuesday, January 25, 2011 9:16 AM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Health Care
 

Key Points

·         Health care costs are skyrocketing all over the country and

Oklahoma is no different. 

·         Reducing the growth of health care costs can be

accomplished through market based solutions such as

supporting personal control over health care dollars and

expanded consumer choice and competition with an emphasis

on innovation, entrepreneurship and private sector health care

solutions. The effective use of advances in technology can

help curb health care costs. 

·         We must foster healthy lifestyle choices among Oklahomans

such as eating better, exercising more and reducing or

eliminating tobacco use.  

·         Obamacare will raise taxes and erode health care quality.  It

also fails to recognize the fact that states have the ability and

right to craft their own health care solutions.

·         Government sponsored universal style plans do nothing but

offer inadequate care at an astronomical cost to taxpayers.

·         Of Oklahoma’s 3.5 million residents, approximately 494,114

are uninsured. 

·         Excessive mandates raise insurance premiums, in turn
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making insurance coverage less affordable to more people.

Additional mandates would drive the number of uninsured up.

 



From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: health exchange question
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:52:55 PM

 
From: Jason Millman [mailto:jmillman@politico.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:17 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Cc: Alex Gerszewski 
Subject: RE: health exchange question 
 
Hey Alex,
 
Just wondering if you guys are going to announce anything today, or if you’re planning to use the
extra time. Thanks.
 
--Jason
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Jason Millman
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: health exchange question
 
Sure thing. We'll let you know. 
 
From: Jason Millman [mailto:jmillman@politico.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:09 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: health exchange question 
 
Hi Alex,
 
I’m just looking to stay in the loop for when Gov. Fallin has a decision ready on a health insurance
exchange. Would adding me to the email distribution list be the best way?
 
Thanks,
Jason
 
Jason Millman
Health Reporter
POLITICO
O: (703)-341-4669; C: (571)-245-8401
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry
Subject: FW: Health Insurance Exchange Info.
Date: Wednesday, June 22, 2011 2:38:00 PM
Attachments: UtahMassComparisonFinal.docx

FAQs_Health Insurance Exchanges_FINAL.docx

fyi
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, June 22, 2011 2:37 PM
To: (jason@ocpathink.org); (pat@cmastrategies.com); (stanislawski@oksenate.gov);
(thompsont@oksenate.gov); Andrew Silvestri; Bev_Binkowski@hcsc.net; Chad Warmington
(chadw@okstatechamber.com); Cox-Kain, Julie; Derek Lieser (DerekL@health.ok.gov); Fred Morgan
(morganf@oksenate.gov); Glen Mulready; Jonathan Buxton (Jonathan.buxton@okhouse.gov); Laura
Brookins (laurabrookins@okhealthplans.org); Matt Robison (mrobison@okstatechamber.com); Mike
Brown (michaelbrown@finsvcs.com); Mike Thompson; Nicole Prieto Johns (NicolePJ@health.ok.gov)
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange Info.
 
Attached please find two documents that were prepared for the committee by National
Governor’s Association Center for Best Practices:
 
 
1) Comparison of the Utah and Massachusetts exchanges; and
 
2) FAQ: Health Insurance Exchanges
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Utah and Massachusetts Health Insurance Exchanges: Side-by-Side Comparison





		

		

Utah

		

Massachusetts



		Goals as Stated by the State

		Designed to enhance the sharing of information among employers, employees, insurers, and brokers, and to enhance predictability for employers via a "defined contribution" benefit.

		Designed as a key gateway to universal or near-universal coverage for its residents. Goals are to decrease administrative costs to buying insurance, improve plan transparency and facilitate access to subsidies for those under 300% of the federal poverty level. 



		Primary User

		The system was primarily designed for small employers, but it provides a mechanism for any consumer to compare plans. 

		Individuals and employers. Serves primarily subsidized individuals, but also unsubsidized individuals as well as small employers with plan comparisons, premium collection etc. 



		Plan selection process

		The exchange is a market organizer. “Any willing plan” approach.

		The Connector offers decision-support tools and a streamlined set of benefit packages. The Connector also requires standardization – unsubsidized plans can currently offer no more than one Gold, three Silver, and three Bronze products. Subsidized population offered a standard set of benefits but a choice of health plans to administer them.



				Governance

		

		







		Operates with two employees within the Governor’s Office of Economic Development (public agency), an office that has a mission to promote the growth of Utah’s business community (small business in particular). The exchange is a state agency, with an Advisory Board. Board members are elected by the Director of Office of Economic Development. Board is composed of state agencies (Insurance, Dept. of Health), Interest Groups (providers, consumers, large insurer, small insurer).

		Approximately 50 staffers in-house operate the exchange. Several additional functions are not conducted in-house, including customer service and web hosting. Location: Quasi-governmental. Selection of Board Members: 4 ex-officio members (e.g. Insurance Commissioner), 3 Governor appointees, three attorney general appointees. Board is composed of state agencies (Medicaid, Insurance, Group Insurance Commission, Administration and Finance), Interest Groups (Consumers, small businesses, organized labor), Skills/Expertise (actuary, health economist, employee health benefits plan specialist).



		Enrollment

		The exchange aggregates premiums from employers and users and distributes to insurers. Users enter personal information and insurers receive enrollment information electronically in a standard format.

		The Connector collects enrollment information and premiums and passes both on to insurers for both subsidized and unsubsidized populations.



		Insurance market oversight in exchange

		The state enacted new regulations that require the same rating practices for plans inside and outside the exchange, and limit rating factors that plans can use. The insurance commissioner also works with health insurers to develop standards for health insurance applications and compatible electronic systems.  



		The Connector Board approves the plans, which must meet certain coverage and cost standards. Defines standard benefit packages that every insurer bids on in each tier. They also determine “Minimal Creditable Coverage” standards. Affordability schedule determines who is required to comply with the individual mandate. 



		Exchange financing/sustainability mechanism

		The operation of the exchange is funded through a General Fund appropriation of $500,000 per year which supports salary and some development costs. A user fee of $6 per enrollee per month, added to the cost of premiums, supports the technology costs. 

		Initial investment of $25 million through appropriation. 

So far, the exchange is not financially self-sustaining, but aims to be sustainable through retention of a portion of premium collected on the subsidized and non-subsidized products sold. 



		Number of users

		The exchange was opened in August 2009 to individuals and small employers; January, 2011 to large employers. As of mid-February had approximately 1,000 members who are employees of small businesses (20% of which previously did not provide health care coverage and 80% of which did provide coverage but prefer the exchange due to the decreased administrative burden on the small business and the increase in coverage options for their employees). 

		Since implementation of the plan began in late 2006, it is estimated that over 400,000 people have gained coverage and 98% of the population is now insured. 





		Role of Agents/Brokers

		Utah pays brokers $37 per enrollee per month.

		The state does not pay commissions for sales in either the subsidized or unsubsidized market, although some insurers pay fixed per member commissions for sales to groups. The Connector has also launched a broker advisory panel and is exploring commission structures.










Health Insurance Exchanges: Frequently Asked Questions 

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) of 2010 requires the establishment of a health insurance exchange (or two, see below) in each state and territory ready to enroll individuals in health plans by October, 2013 for coverage effective January 1, 2014.

What is a health insurance exchange?

A health insurance exchange is an organized marketplace for health insurance plans to compete in the small group and individual market. It is not intended to be the exclusive market for health plans; individuals will still be able to purchase health insurance outside the exchange, but they will not be eligible for premium or cost-sharing subsidies as called for under the ACA if they otherwise would be. 



Health plans that compete in the exchange must comply with newly enacted consumer protections and benefit requirements.  A state may either establish a separate individual and small business exchange or a combined exchange. 

What is the underlying purpose of an exchange?

First, they are intended to create larger individual and small employer insurance pools, which may lower insurance costs and premiums, and provide more plan choices.  Second, they aim to provide individuals and small employers with access to new policies incorporating the new uniform set of national rules which are intended to be consumer-friendly. Third, the exchanges hope to provide a “one-stop shop” for researching, comparing and purchasing health insurance coverage subject to the new rules, making the process of finding an appropriate health insurance policy easier and more efficient. 

What is a SHOP exchange?

If a state chooses to establish two exchanges as the ACA permits, the Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange will serve a similar function to the individual one but for small employers (under 50 employees) and the self-employed (self-employed individuals can purchase in either exchange if a state establishes separate ones). For small employers that have only been able to offer one insurance plan to employees due to their small number of employees, an exchange is designed to offer small business employees a choice of plans, with employees of the same firm free to pick amongst available plans rather than all having to be covered under the same plan. States also have the option to allow large employers to participate in the SHOP exchange at a later date. 

Who will be eligible to purchase in an exchange?

A state’s individual exchange will be open to those who purchase insurance in the individual market. This group will include, for example, early retirees (pre-Medicare eligible retirees), the self-employed, individuals whose employers do not provide insurance, or those who cannot afford their employer’s insurance. The SHOP will initially be open to the self-employed individual and the employees of firms with 100 or fewer employees. 







What are the requirements for insurers to participate in the exchange?

States will have a high degree of flexibility for designing the requirements for health plan participation. However, the law does set forth several requirements. Only qualified health plans can be sold in the exchange.  Generally, a “Qualified Health Plan” (QHP) is one that: is certified by the exchange through which it is offered, assures a sufficient network of providers, provides the essential benefits package (see below) , and offers one plan at the silver level and one plan at the gold level as defined below.  All plans will cover the same required benefits; they will differ in their annual deductibles (the amount consumers must pay before insurance payments kick in) and their cost sharing (copayments or co-insurance) requirements. 



The levels of coverage are defined as follows: 



Bronze level - This type of plan will carry the highest deductible and greatest cost sharing for the purchaser but will cost the purchaser less in premiums than the other level plans. 



Silver level - This will be an intermediate level plan in terms of deductible and cost sharing levels. Its premiums will cost more than a bronze level plan.



Gold level – This level plan will have lower deductibles and cost sharing levels than the previous two but its premiums will be higher. 



Platinum level – This level plan will cost the enrollee the most in premiums but will carry with it the lowest level of cost sharing to the enrollee.



There will also be catastrophic plans available for sale to those individuals under 26 years old.



What are the “essential benefits” required by the exchange?

Those details are still being developed by the Obama Administration and are expected to be public sometime in late 2011 or early 2012 but it is known that they will include at least in-patient hospital coverage , emergency care, maternity and pediatric care, drug coverage, and laboratory services. The forthcoming guidance will determine the level of coverage required for each service type. 

What premium subsidies and cost-sharing provisions are available to eligible enrollees?



New eligibility rules enacted under ACA extend Medicaid coverage to most people with incomes under 133% of the federal poverty level (FPL) or roughly $14,500 annually for a single individual.  People with incomes between 133% FPL and 250% of FPL (approximately $27,000 annually for an individual) are eligible for two subsidies toward their health insurance purchase (non-Medicaid) in an exchange under ACA:  tax credits that reduce the person’s monthly premium cost, and reduced cost sharing (i.e., coverage with lower deductibles and copayments). For individuals with somewhat higher incomes (between 250% and 400% of poverty or approximately $44,000 annually), ACA provides tax credits that will reduce the person’s premium cost. 







Do states have to negotiate premiums with insurers? Can they negotiate premiums?

States may negotiate rates with insurers as a condition for participating in exchanges, but the law doesn’t require states to set or negotiate premiums. States must decide whether to open exchanges to all insurers or to limit the number based on objective criteria. State insurance commissioners will be able to recommend whether specific insurers should be allowed to sell in the exchange, partly based on their pattern of rate increases.

What if a state wants to move forward with an exchange, but authorizing legislation is not a feasible option?

The answer to this question depends on a state’s own rules.. There is nothing in the law or federal guidance requiring legislative action. It says that “Establishment of an Exchange requires a planning process leading to State action, by legislation or other means, to create an Exchange entity with the authority necessary to meet all the Exchange requirements of the Affordable Care Act.” Most states do need additional authority, generally granted by their legislature, to spend funds to set up a health exchange as well as to create a governing board for the new marketplace(s). However, there have been several exceptions to this general rule already, and HHS is having discussions with several states about whether the governor has existing authorities in that state which would be sufficient to create an exchange entity without legislative authority.

What happens if a state elects not to create an exchange?

The law provides for the federal government (either directly or through an agreement with a non-profit entity) to implement an exchange in states that either elect not to establish their own exchange, or states for which the US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) determines, by January 1, 2013, that the state will not have an operational exchange by January 1, 2014. HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius has said publically that the federal government will have a deadline sometime in 2012 for states to show that they have made sufficient progress on insurance exchanges to avert creation of a federally-run exchange.

Some states may determine that a federally-operated exchange is the best and most viable approach for them, but nonetheless there are several key reasons a state may consider not falling back on a federal exchange.  First, allowing for a federal fallback exchange for state residents and business owners would give the federal government a large amount of control over not only the state’s private insurance market, but also its public health assistance programs like the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and Medicaid and their associated state-level expenses. The federal government, not the states, would establish enrollment/disenrollment and other plan functions, details normally under state control today. Second, the law does establish federal start-up grant funding for state-based exchanges, but it requires that each exchange must be self-sustaining by January 1, 2015. There will be ongoing administrative costs, which will, in all likelihood, still be borne by the state. 







From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Cody Inman
Subject: FW: health insurance exchange letter
Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 4:48:00 PM
Attachments: 3-15-11 health care exchange.docx

Alex wrote this – may be helpful for a lette.r
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 3:36 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry; Aaron Cooper
Subject: health insurance exchange letter
 
Per Denise’s suggestion I wrote this letter to lawmakers to be included with the OCPA health
insurance exchange op-ed. Do we think it would help to send out to lawmakers? If so, please
review/revise and I will get it on our letterhead.
 

Office of Governor Mary Fallin
To: Oklahoma State Representatives and State Senators
From: Governor Mary Fallin
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin

To: Oklahoma State Representatives and State Senators

From: Governor Mary Fallin



Dear Colleague,	

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange. 

	As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one. In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia have empowered consumers across the globe. 

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.   

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families.  

I invite you to read more about our Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange, and I’ve attached what I believe to be a thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health Insurance Exchanges Done Right.” In it, Sutton outlines the conservative case for health insurance exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.” 

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we are. 

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-522-xxxx.

Sincerely,



Governor Mary Fallin
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creation of a state exchange.
I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great

opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

I invite you to read more about our Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange, and I’ve
attached what I believe to be a thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason
Sutton entitled, “Health Insurance Exchanges Done Right.” In it, Sutton outlines the
conservative case for health insurance exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation
envisioned exchanges as a centralized online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where
transaction costs were reduced, where all types of health products could be bought and sold,
where all insurers could participate and compete, and where competition would promote real
choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem and others
are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin
  

 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Health Insurance Exchange Plan Management Forum Overview
Date: Friday, December 16, 2011 8:50:00 AM
Attachments: Daily Summaries.pdf

 
 

From: SERFF Marketing [mailto:serffnews@naic.org] 
Sent: Friday, December 16, 2011 8:29 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange Plan Management Forum Overview
 

The NAIC hosted its second Health Insurance Exchange Plan Management Forum Dec 12-

14 in Washington, DC. A summary of the daily activities during the forum is attached. This

meeting brought together state insurance regulators from some 30 states, representatives

of national and regional insurance companies and the Department of Health and Human

Services to discuss plan management, one of the five core functions of exchanges as

described by HHS. 

The components of Plan Management were identified and discussed. From there,

participants discussed the pieces of exchange insurance plans, the process insurers might

use to submit policy forms and rates, how the states would complete their review and

how the data and information contained in filing submissions could be shared with each of

the states’ health exchanges. There was general agreement among those attending on a

number of issues including the existing role of state regulators in plan management type

functions, the desire to have a single data format and that SERFF is a logical primary

workflow tool for plan management supporting an exchange. The need for regulatory

simplicity and efficiency was stressed by states and companies, emphasizing the need to

leverage existing systems in exchange development.

 

There was a collective sense of urgency expressed given the requirements of the law. 

Under the provisions of PPACA, exchanges must be ready to start enrolling consumers

into insurance plans on October 1, 2013, which implies the exchanges must be functional

by early to mid-2013 to allow issuers to get their plans submitted, reviewed, approved

and published on an exchange. 

 

NAIC staff will continue to offer coordination and collaboration opportunities related to

plan management for state and federal regulators as well as interested parties from the

industry.

  
If you would like to be included in the interested parties distribution list for the
NAIC HIX Plan Management Project please contact Terri Hiebert at
thiebert@naic.org.
 

If you would like to be excluded from further correspondence to this distribution
list, please reply to this e-mail with the phrase “opt out of HIX distribution list” in
the subject line.
 

Thank you!

---

To unsubscribe from the "SERFF Marketing" service, send an email to serffnews@naic.org
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Health Insurance Exchange-
Plan Management 
Day 1 Summary 







Defining Plan 
Management 


Unit of Analysis: 
Agreed that this is the 
plan and the definition is: 


A unique set of 
benefits and 
services purchased 
by a consumer.  


 


 







What’s in  a Plan? 


Insurer 


Benefits-Cost-sharing, Network 
Adequacy, Formulary, Deductibles 


Rates 


Identifies Geographic Area 


Covered Services which includes 
EHBs + Possible Other Services 


 







Identifying Plan Management 
Processes 


Value Chain 


•Certify Insurer 


•Certify Plan 


•Plan Renewal 


•Plan Availability Changes 


•Plan Decertification 


•Rates/Forms Review 


•Monitor Compliance 


Management of Data 


 


 







Detailing Plan Management 
Processes 


Value Chain Details 


•Certify Plan 


•Plan Renewal 


•Plan Availability Changes 


•Plan Decertification 


•Rates/Forms Review 


 


 







Some Things We Heard 


•Must be flexible 


•States want to leverage 
SERFF even if they use a 
federal plan 


•DOI will do essential 
functions but will do more 
for exchange plans 


•Insurers want to minimize 
duplicative data entry-takes 
time, costly, error-prone 


 


 







Health Insurance Exchange-
Plan Management 


Day 2 Summary 







• Reviewed Value Chain from Day 1 


• Items not to be reviewed in detail: 


• Publish & Communicate standards  


• Certify Insurer  


• Certify for Inclusion on the Exchange 


• Grouped following together: 


• QHP Initial Certification 


• Plan Renewal & Recertification 


• Plan Availability Changes 


• Rate/Form increase Requests 


 


 


 







Process: QHP Initial Certification 
- Inputs 


 Determine Type of Exchange – outside SERFF 


 Publish standards – Developed outside of SERFF but may 
be included in SERFF under filing rules  


 Apply for Exchange – Outside of SERFF, except for flag 


 File Qualified Plans – Within SERFF 


 Review – In SERFF today may look different in the future 


 Approved/? – In SERFF 


 Grading, if needed  







Process: QHP Initial Certification 
- Outputs 


• Grade (for some states) 


• Final State disposition 


• Meets requirements for state 


• Can sell on states exchange 


• Benefit, Rate and other data pass through to 
Exchange 


• Plan identifier  


• Service area for the Plan – Geographic info. 


 


 


 







SHOP Discussion 


Enrollment occurs all the time not just annually 


Employer choice or Individual choice – occurs on 
the Exchange.  


Timing of Filing is different - no open enrollment 
period. 


Distinction between Individual and group products.  


No subsidies when Employers choose for 
employees. If employee gets Individual plan may 
be eligible for subsidies. 


Cross State Boarder Workers? 


Validation of affordability and employer 
contribution. Some states would prefer that this 
not be handled within SERFF. 


 


 







SERFF Plan Management exercise 


• No direct connection to SERFF: 


Alternate Exchange 


Consumer 


Navigator 


Producers/Agents 


Complaints Systems  


 


 


 


 







SERFF Plan Management  


•Data into or out of SERFF: 


•Licensing Systems 


•Accreditation Vendors 


•Other State regulators  


•State DOI regulator 


•HIX/Exchange Vendor  


•Insurer 


•CCIIO includes HIOS 


 


 


 


 







Wrap Up 


Participants were asked to 
provide information regarding 
burning questions or information 
they wanted to get to during the 
forum. 







Health Insurance Exchange-
Plan Management 


Day 3 Summary 







• Summary of Day 2  


• General comments received on day 2 
evaluations 


 


 


 


 


Morning Session 







 Compliance Mgmt Process 


 No determination as to in or out of scope 


 


 Brian James of CCIIO spoke about HIOS  


 Provided overview of HIOS and intended flexibility. 


 Expressed interest in continuing to work with NAIC and 
SERFF team 


 Reviewed Rate and Benefit Information System (RBIS)  


 Reviewed public facing API that is due for release in Feb. 


Morning Session cont. 







Rate Data for 2014 market 


• Brainstormed on data template 


• Discussed rates VS premiums 


• Discussed base rates VS calculated rates 


• Discuss rate tables VS calculated rates 


 


SERFF Exchange Workflow Modifications 


• Building plan using existing filing 
submissions 


• Brainstormed options 


 


 


 


Morning Session cont. 







Afternoon Session 


• Burning Questions 


• Reviewed and discussed all of the questions that were 


submitted on the Day 2 comment sheets. 


• Will provide the questions and comments in Forum 
Summary document 


• Next steps 


• Meeting summary including January touch points and 
draft scope document by end of the year. 


 


 


 


 







with subject: Unsubscribe

To unsubscribe from all NAIC Electronic Services, send a blank email to
optoutservices@naic.org

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

This message and any attachments are from the NAIC and are intended
only for the addressee. Information contained herein is
confidential, and may be privileged or exempt from disclosure
pursuant to applicable federal or state law. This message is not
intended as a waiver of the confidential, privileged or exempted
status of the information transmitted. Unauthorized forwarding,
printing, copying, distribution or use of such information is
strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the
addressee, please promptly delete this message and notify the
sender of the delivery error by e-mail or by calling the NAIC Help
Desk at (816)783-8500.



From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Fw: Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:11:22 AM

Has anyone talked to this reporter this morning?

 
From: Hertneky, Dana [mailto:dana.hertneky@news9.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:09 AM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange 
 
Aaron, I’m working on a story about the Obamacare, and the Health insurance Exchange.   Can you
call my cell when you have a second?  464-2059
 
Thanks!
 
 

DANA HERTNEKY 

Reporter

dana.hertneky@news9.net  
P: 405.464-2059 F: 405.841.9989
NEWS TIPS: 405.841.9956

 
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
http://www.news9.com/
file:////c/dana.hertneky@news9.net%20
https://www.facebook.com/DanaHertneky
http://twitter.com/danahertneky


From: Alex Weintz
To: "rcodyinman "
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: health policy
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 12:54:35 PM

Statements below. Will be out of date in a maximum of 4 days 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 05:38 PM
To: Zeke Campfield <ZCampfield@opubco.com>; Michael McNutt <MMcNutt@opubco.com> 
Subject: FW: health policy 
 
Whoops! I typed this several hours ago and forgot to hit send. have a great weekend.
 
Zeke, expanding on our conversation the other day. Including Michael as well.
All statements attributable to me.
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly
hampered by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its
own rules and regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor
Bob McDonnell, acting on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of
questions concerning the implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the
administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To date, these questions have not been
answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have been asked to make
important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is
disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal
agency deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After
reviewing ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe
it is true that Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the
November 16 deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the
deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health
insurance exchanges is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple
questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
http://rgppc.com/medicaid-and-exchange-letter-2/
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-Reports/2012/November/09/states-health-reform-post-election.aspx


 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was
clearer what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as
you know. Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the
right decision. Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best
serves the people of Oklahoma.”
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


Subject: FW: health policy
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:08:01 PM

Zeke, expanding on our conversation the other day. Including Michael as well.
All statements attributable to me.
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly
hampered by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its
own rules and regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor
Bob McDonnell, acting on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of
questions concerning the implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the
administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To date, these questions have not been
answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have been asked to make
important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is
disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal
agency deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After
reviewing ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe
it is true that Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the
November 16 deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the
deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health
insurance exchanges is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple
questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was
clearer what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as
you know. Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the
right decision. Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best
serves the people of Oklahoma.”
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director

http://rgppc.com/medicaid-and-exchange-letter-2/
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Daily-Reports/2012/November/09/states-health-reform-post-election.aspx


Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Zeke Campfield; Michael McNutt
Subject: FW: health policy
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:38:00 PM

Whoops! I typed this several hours ago and forgot to hit send. have a great weekend.
 
Zeke, expanding on our conversation the other day. Including Michael as well.
All statements attributable to me.
 
Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly
hampered by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its
own rules and regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor
Bob McDonnell, acting on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of
questions concerning the implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the
administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To date, these questions have not been
answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have been asked to make
important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is
disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline to submit a plan for a health insurance exchange:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal
agency deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After
reviewing ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe
it is true that Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the
November 16 deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the
deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health
insurance exchanges is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple
questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was
clearer what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as
you know. Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the
right decision. Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best
serves the people of Oklahoma.”

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
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Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Health Reform Cost updated 2 29 12 at 57 part rate.xls
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 7:13:28 PM
Attachments: Health Reform Cost updated 2 29 12 at 57 part rate.xls

 
 
You probably already got this spreadsheet on costs from 2014 to 2020 on Medicaid expansion, but
just in case I thought I would forward.  This came from K.C. Moon at OHCA and shows costs broken
down by state share and federal at 57% and 100% participation and adds the woodwork population
so you know how many come on at the current match rate vs. the enhanced rate.  Just an FYI.
 
 

mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov

100% part rate

		Description		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		Cumulative Total

		Federal Share for Newly Enrolled		100%		100%		100%		95%		94%		93%		90%

		Total Computable Program Costs		$625,926,000		$638,444,520		$651,213,410		$664,237,679		$677,522,432		$691,072,881		$704,894,338		$4,653,311,260

		Total Computable Administrative Costs		$19,358,536		$19,745,707		$20,140,621		$20,543,433		$20,954,302		$21,373,388		$21,800,856		$143,916,843

		Total Computable		$645,284,536		$658,190,227		$671,354,031		$684,781,112		$698,476,734		$712,446,269		$726,695,194		$4,797,228,104

		State Program Costs		$36,410,434		$37,138,642		$37,881,415		$61,733,052		$67,678,891		$73,837,870		$90,019,155		$404,699,459

		State Administrative Costs		$9,679,268		$9,872,853		$10,070,310		$10,271,717		$10,477,151		$10,686,694		$10,900,428		$71,958,422

		Total State Costs		$46,089,702		$47,011,496		$47,951,726		$72,004,769		$78,156,042		$84,524,564		$100,919,583		$476,657,880

		Estimated Number of People Covered		241,000		241,000		241,000		241,000		241,000		241,000		241,000

		Average Cost Per Person Total Computable		$2,678		$2,731		$2,786		$2,841		$2,898		$2,956		$3,015

		Per Person Per Month Total Computable		$223		$228		$232		$237		$242		$246		$251

		Average Cost Per Person State Share		$191		$195		$199		$299		$324		$351		$419

		Per Person Per Month State Share		$15.94		$16.26		$16.58		$24.90		$27.02		$29.23		$34.90

		Notes:

		1.  Census Bureau: Table Creator II; Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 2009 (four year average).

		2. Average cost for adults calculated using OHCA Annual Reports SFY 2008-11, TANF category percent of totals on Page 29 in 2008 and Page 30  in 2009-11,  and total expenditures & enrollment found on page 71 of each report.  Average cost for children calculated using OHCA Annual Reports SFY 2008-11 p. 81, Children (under 21) Expenditures by Aid Category, blending CHIP and TANF categories.  All average costs have been adjusted to 2014 based on projected annual growth of 2%.

		3. FMAP rates are for FFY'12 as reported in OHCA 2011 Annual Report p. 28.

		4.  According to NASMD and a summary from the Kaiser Foundation the state will be required to implement presumptive eligibility for people earning below 133% of FPL.  People who should be covered by the current State Medicaid and/or CHIP program but for whatever reason are not in the program will be covered by the state program under the current state/federal partnership.  Uninsured non traditional people under 133% of FPL will be covered by the federal government at 100% FPL.

		4.1  State costs will be offset by savings to the state from shifting reimbursement expenses from other state agencies to the Medicaid program.  The savings amount has not been determined by the State.

		5.  The Census Bureau CPS report undercounts Medicaid participation.  The percent of the undercount can be used as a proxy for possible participation of the uninsured.  CBO Approximate national uninsured costs.

		6. Native Americans who report to the Census Bureau in the Annual Survey for health insurance coverage that their sole source of health care is from the Indian Health Services facilities are counted as Uninsured.  The four year average number of Native Americans in Oklahoma is 231,000 according to the Census and 73,000 are considered Uninsured.  When broken down by poverty level Census reports 31,000 Uninsured Native Americans below 133% FPL.  Under the current law IHS facilities in Oklahoma that serve Native Americans who qualify for Medicaid are reimbursed at 100% matching rate.  This report assumes that those people will continue to receive their health services soley from IHS facilities.

		7. Administration for OHCA is approximately 5% of the total cost of operations.  A portion of the administration, approximately 2% of the 5%, is for elgilbility determination.  Under the reform legislation eligibility will be determined in a variety of new methods through OHCA, designated providers and the health exchanges.  For the purposes of this analysis administrative expenses are calculated at 3% of total costs.

		8. The reform legislation changes and reduces the Disproportionate Share Hospital program.  It is unclear how this change will impact Oklahoma because the legislation requires the Secretary of HHS to develop a formula based on use of funds and state level distribution of DSH funds.  As the reform legislation is currently written Oklahoma's DSH reductions may not be as substantial as other states because Oklahoma is a low DSH state, it appears the Oklahoma model of allocating funds meets the criteria for less severe reductions and Oklahoma traditionally spends its DSH allocation.

		9.  Presentation by Kaiser Family Foundation on 5/26/10 reported an estimated 57% standard participation rate for all populations affected by reform.  This was calculated from the base CBO participation rates used to cost the federal reform legislation.  In addition, when presenters considered outreach efforts and other methods states might employ to seek out coverage for previously uninsured individuals, the participation rate is estimated to be as high as 75%, which is referred to as an enhanced participation rate.  http://www.kff.org/healthreform/8076.cfm





Estimate Worksheet

		

		2014 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,734		63.88%		$9,969,113		$5,636,887		$15,606,000		57.00%		5,130		$1,734		63.88%		$5,682,394		$3,213,026		$8,895,420

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,734		100.00%		$1,734,000		$0		$1,734,000		57.00%		570		$1,734		100.00%		$988,380		$0		$988,380

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,734		74.72%		$12,956,448		$4,383,552		$17,340,000		57.00%		5,700		$1,734		74.72%		$7,385,175		$2,498,625		$9,883,800

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,734		100.00%		$10,404,000		$0		$10,404,000		57.00%		3,420		$1,734		100.00%		$5,930,280		$0		$5,930,280

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,734		63.88%		19,938,226		11,273,774		31,212,000		57.00%		10,260		$1,734		63.88%		11,364,789		6,426,051		17,790,840

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$55,001,786		$21,294,214		$76,296,000		57.00%		25,080						$31,351,018		$12,137,702		$43,488,720

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$2,790		63.88%		$23,169,276		$13,100,724		$36,270,000		57.00%		7,410		$2,790		63.88%		$13,206,487		$7,467,413		$20,673,900

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,790		100.00%		$2,790,000		$0		$2,790,000		57.00%		570		$2,790		100.00%		$1,590,300		$0		$1,590,300

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$2,790		63.88%		$3,564,504		$2,015,496		$5,580,000		57.00%		1,140		$2,790		63.88%		$2,031,767		$1,148,833		$3,180,600

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,790		100.00%		$2,790,000		$0		$2,790,000		57.00%		570		$2,790		100.00%		$1,590,300		$0		$1,590,300

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$2,790		100.00%		$435,240,000		$0		$435,240,000		57.00%		88,920		$2,790		100.00%		$248,086,800		$0		$248,086,800

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$2,790		100.00%		$66,960,000		$0		$66,960,000		57.00%		13,680		$2,790		100.00%		$38,167,200		$0		$38,167,200

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$534,513,780		$15,116,220		$549,630,000				112,290						$304,672,855		$8,616,245		$313,289,100

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$589,515,566		$36,410,434		$625,926,000				137,370						$336,023,873		$20,753,947		$356,777,820				new		old

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$9,679,268		$9,679,268		$19,358,536										$5,517,183		$5,517,183		$11,034,366		at 57%		107,730		29,640

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$599,194,834		$46,089,702		$645,284,536										$341,541,056		$26,271,130		$367,812,186		at 100%		189,000		34,000		223,000

																										FY14		13,135,565		183,906,093

		2015 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,769		63.88%		$10,168,495		$5,749,625		$15,918,120		57.00%		5,130		$1,769		63.88%		$5,796,042		$3,277,286		$9,073,328

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,769		100.00%		$1,768,680		$0		$1,768,680		57.00%		570		$1,769		100.00%		$1,008,148		$0		$1,008,148

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,769		74.72%		$13,215,577		$4,471,223		$17,686,800		57.00%		5,700		$1,769		74.72%		$7,532,879		$2,548,597		$10,081,476

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,769		100.00%		$10,612,080		$0		$10,612,080		57.00%		3,420		$1,769		100.00%		$6,048,886		$0		$6,048,886

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,769		63.88%		20,336,990		11,499,250		31,836,240		57.00%		10,260		$1,769		63.88%		11,592,084		6,554,572		18,146,657

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$56,101,822		$21,720,098		$77,821,920		57.00%		25,080						$31,978,039		$12,380,456		$44,358,494

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$2,846		63.88%		$23,632,662		$13,362,738		$36,995,400		57.00%		7,410		$2,846		63.88%		$13,470,617		$7,616,761		$21,087,378

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,846		100.00%		$2,845,800		$0		$2,845,800		57.00%		570		$2,846		100.00%		$1,622,106		$0		$1,622,106

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$2,846		63.88%		$3,635,794		$2,055,806		$5,691,600		57.00%		1,140		$2,846		63.88%		$2,072,403		$1,171,809		$3,244,212

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,846		100.00%		$2,845,800		$0		$2,845,800		57.00%		570		$2,846		100.00%		$1,622,106		$0		$1,622,106

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$2,846		100.00%		$443,944,800		$0		$443,944,800		57.00%		88,920		$2,846		100.00%		$253,048,536		$0		$253,048,536

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$2,846		100.00%		$68,299,200		$0		$68,299,200		57.00%		13,680		$2,846		100.00%		$38,930,544		$0		$38,930,544

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$545,204,056		$15,418,544		$560,622,600				112,290						$310,766,312		$8,788,570		$319,554,882

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$601,305,878		$37,138,642		$638,444,520				137,370						$342,744,350		$21,169,026		$363,913,376

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$9,872,853		$9,872,853		$19,745,707										$5,627,526		$5,627,526		$11,255,053

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$611,178,731		$47,011,496		$658,190,227										$348,371,877		$26,796,553		$375,168,429

		2016 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,804		63.88%		$10,371,865		$5,864,617		$16,236,482		57.00%		5,130		$1,804		63.88%		$5,911,963		$3,342,832		$9,254,795

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,804		100.00%		$1,804,054		$0		$1,804,054		57.00%		570		$1,804		100.00%		$1,028,311		$0		$1,028,311

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,804		74.72%		$13,479,888		$4,560,648		$18,040,536		57.00%		5,700		$1,804		74.72%		$7,683,536		$2,599,569		$10,283,106

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,804		100.00%		$10,824,322		$0		$10,824,322		57.00%		3,420		$1,804		100.00%		$6,169,863		$0		$6,169,863

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,804		63.88%		20,743,730		11,729,235		32,472,965		57.00%		10,260		$1,804		63.88%		11,823,926		6,685,664		18,509,590

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$57,223,859		$22,154,500		$79,378,358		57.00%		25,080						$32,617,599		$12,628,065		$45,245,664

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$2,903		63.88%		$24,105,315		$13,629,993		$37,735,308		57.00%		7,410		$2,903		63.88%		$13,740,029		$7,769,096		$21,509,126

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,903		100.00%		$2,902,716		$0		$2,902,716		57.00%		570		$2,903		100.00%		$1,654,548		$0		$1,654,548

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$2,903		63.88%		$3,708,510		$2,096,922		$5,805,432		57.00%		1,140		$2,903		63.88%		$2,113,851		$1,195,246		$3,309,096

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,903		100.00%		$2,902,716		$0		$2,902,716		57.00%		570		$2,903		100.00%		$1,654,548		$0		$1,654,548

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$2,903		100.00%		$452,823,696		$0		$452,823,696		57.00%		88,920		$2,903		100.00%		$258,109,507		$0		$258,109,507

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$2,903		100.00%		$69,665,184		$0		$69,665,184		57.00%		13,680		$2,903		100.00%		$39,709,155		$0		$39,709,155

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$556,108,137		$15,726,915		$571,835,052				112,290						$316,981,638		$8,964,342		$325,945,980

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$613,331,995		$37,881,415		$651,213,410				137,370						$349,599,237		$21,592,407		$371,191,644

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,070,310		$10,070,310		$20,140,621										$5,740,077		$5,740,077		$11,480,154

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$623,402,306		$47,951,726		$671,354,031										$355,339,314		$27,332,484		$382,671,798

		2017 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,840		63.88%		$10,579,302		$5,981,910		$16,561,212		57.00%		5,130		$1,840		63.88%		$6,030,202		$3,409,689		$9,439,891

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,840		100.00%		$1,840,135		$0		$1,840,135		57.00%		570		$1,840		100.00%		$1,048,877		$0		$1,048,877

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,840		74.72%		$13,749,486		$4,651,860		$18,401,347		57.00%		5,700		$1,840		74.72%		$7,837,207		$2,651,560		$10,488,768

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,840		100.00%		$11,040,808		$0		$11,040,808		57.00%		3,420		$1,840		100.00%		$6,293,261		$0		$6,293,261

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,840		63.88%		21,158,605		11,963,820		33,122,424		57.00%		10,260		$1,840		63.88%		12,060,405		6,819,377		18,879,782

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$58,368,336		$22,597,590		$80,965,926		57.00%		25,080						$33,269,951		$12,880,626		$46,150,578

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$2,961		63.88%		$24,587,421		$13,902,593		$38,490,014		57.00%		7,410		$2,961		63.88%		$14,014,830		$7,924,478		$21,939,308

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,961		100.00%		$2,960,770		$0		$2,960,770		57.00%		570		$2,961		100.00%		$1,687,639		$0		$1,687,639

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$2,961		63.88%		$3,782,680		$2,138,860		$5,921,541		57.00%		1,140		$2,961		63.88%		$2,156,128		$1,219,150		$3,375,278

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,961		100.00%		$2,960,770		$0		$2,960,770		57.00%		570		$2,961		100.00%		$1,687,639		$0		$1,687,639

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$2,961		95.00%		$438,786,161		$23,094,008		$461,880,170		57.00%		88,920		$2,961		95.00%		$250,108,112		$13,163,585		$263,271,697

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$2,961		100.00%		$71,058,488		$0		$71,058,488		57.00%		13,680		$2,961		100.00%		$40,503,338		$0		$40,503,338

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$544,136,291		$39,135,462		$583,271,753				112,290						$310,157,686		$22,307,213		$332,464,899

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$602,504,627		$61,733,052		$664,237,679				137,370						$343,427,637		$35,187,840		$378,615,477

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,271,717		$10,271,717		$20,543,433										$5,854,879		$5,854,879		$11,709,757

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$612,776,343		$72,004,769		$684,781,112										$349,282,516		$41,042,718		$390,325,234

		2018 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,877		63.88%		$10,790,888		$6,101,548		$16,892,436		57.00%		5,130		$1,877		63.88%		$6,150,806		$3,477,882		$9,628,689

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,877		100.00%		$1,876,937		$0		$1,876,937		57.00%		570		$1,877		100.00%		$1,069,854		$0		$1,069,854

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,877		74.72%		$14,024,476		$4,744,898		$18,769,374		57.00%		5,700		$1,877		74.72%		$7,993,951		$2,704,592		$10,698,543

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,877		100.00%		$11,261,624		$0		$11,261,624		57.00%		3,420		$1,877		100.00%		$6,419,126		$0		$6,419,126

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,877		63.88%		21,581,777		12,203,096		33,784,873		57.00%		10,260		$1,877		63.88%		12,301,613		6,955,765		19,257,377

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$59,535,702		$23,049,542		$82,585,244		57.00%		25,080						$33,935,350		$13,138,239		$47,073,589

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$3,020		63.88%		$25,079,169		$14,180,645		$39,259,814		57.00%		7,410		$3,020		63.88%		$14,295,127		$8,082,968		$22,378,094

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,020		100.00%		$3,019,986		$0		$3,019,986		57.00%		570		$3,020		100.00%		$1,721,392		$0		$1,721,392

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$3,020		63.88%		$3,858,334		$2,181,638		$6,039,971		57.00%		1,140		$3,020		63.88%		$2,199,250		$1,243,533		$3,442,784

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,020		100.00%		$3,019,986		$0		$3,019,986		57.00%		570		$3,020		100.00%		$1,721,392		$0		$1,721,392

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$3,020		94.00%		$442,850,707		$28,267,066		$471,117,773		57.00%		88,920		$3,020		94.00%		$252,424,903		$16,112,228		$268,537,131

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$3,020		100.00%		$72,479,657		$0		$72,479,657		57.00%		13,680		$3,020		100.00%		$41,313,405		$0		$41,313,405

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$550,307,839		$44,629,349		$594,937,188				112,290						$313,675,468		$25,438,729		$339,114,197

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$609,843,541		$67,678,891		$677,522,432				137,370						$347,610,819		$38,576,968		$386,187,786

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,477,151		$10,477,151		$20,954,302										$5,971,976		$5,971,976		$11,943,952

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$620,320,693		$78,156,042		$698,476,734										$353,582,795		$44,548,944		$398,131,738

		2019 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,914		63.88%		$11,006,706		$6,223,579		$17,230,285		57.00%		5,130		$1,914		63.88%		$6,273,822		$3,547,440		$9,821,262

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,914		100.00%		$1,914,476		$0		$1,914,476		57.00%		570		$1,914		100.00%		$1,091,251		$0		$1,091,251

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,914		74.72%		$14,304,966		$4,839,796		$19,144,761		57.00%		5,700		$1,914		74.72%		$8,153,830		$2,758,683		$10,912,514

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,914		100.00%		$11,486,857		$0		$11,486,857		57.00%		3,420		$1,914		100.00%		$6,547,508		$0		$6,547,508

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,914		63.88%		22,013,412		12,447,158		34,460,570		57.00%		10,260		$1,914		63.88%		12,547,645		7,094,880		19,642,525

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$60,726,417		$23,510,532		$84,236,949		57.00%		25,080						$34,614,057		$13,401,003		$48,015,061

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$3,080		63.88%		$25,580,753		$14,464,258		$40,045,011		57.00%		7,410		$3,080		63.88%		$14,581,029		$8,244,627		$22,825,656

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,080		100.00%		$3,080,385		$0		$3,080,385		57.00%		570		$3,080		100.00%		$1,755,820		$0		$1,755,820

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$3,080		63.88%		$3,935,500		$2,225,270		$6,160,771		57.00%		1,140		$3,080		63.88%		$2,243,235		$1,268,404		$3,511,639

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,080		100.00%		$3,080,385		$0		$3,080,385		57.00%		570		$3,080		100.00%		$1,755,820		$0		$1,755,820

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$3,080		93.00%		$446,902,320		$33,637,809		$480,540,129		57.00%		88,920		$3,080		93.00%		$254,734,322		$19,173,551		$273,907,873

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$3,080		100.00%		$73,929,251		$0		$73,929,251		57.00%		13,680		$3,080		100.00%		$42,139,673		$0		$42,139,673

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$556,508,595		$50,327,337		$606,835,932				112,290						$317,209,899		$28,686,582		$345,896,481

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$617,235,011		$73,837,870		$691,072,881				137,370						$351,823,956		$42,087,586		$393,911,542

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,686,694		$10,686,694		$21,373,388										$6,091,416		$6,091,416		$12,182,831

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$627,921,705		$84,524,564		$712,446,269										$357,915,372		$48,179,001		$406,094,373

		2020 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,953		63.88%		$11,226,840		$6,348,051		$17,574,891		57.00%		5,130		$1,953		63.88%		$6,399,299		$3,618,389		$10,017,688

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,953		100.00%		$1,952,766		$0		$1,952,766		57.00%		570		$1,953		100.00%		$1,113,076		$0		$1,113,076

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,953		74.72%		$14,591,065		$4,936,592		$19,527,656		57.00%		5,700		$1,953		74.72%		$8,316,907		$2,813,857		$11,130,764

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,953		100.00%		$11,716,594		$0		$11,716,594		57.00%		3,420		$1,953		100.00%		$6,678,458		$0		$6,678,458

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,953		63.88%		22,453,680		12,696,101		35,149,781		57.00%		10,260		$1,953		63.88%		12,798,598		7,236,778		20,035,375

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$61,940,945		$23,980,743		$85,921,688		57.00%		25,080						$35,306,339		$13,669,024		$48,975,362

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$3,142		63.88%		$26,092,368		$14,753,543		$40,845,911		57.00%		7,410		$3,142		63.88%		$14,872,650		$8,409,520		$23,282,169

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,142		100.00%		$3,141,993		$0		$3,141,993		57.00%		570		$3,142		100.00%		$1,790,936		$0		$1,790,936

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$3,142		63.88%		$4,014,210		$2,269,776		$6,283,986		57.00%		1,140		$3,142		63.88%		$2,288,100		$1,293,772		$3,581,872

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,142		100.00%		$3,141,993		$0		$3,141,993		57.00%		570		$3,142		100.00%		$1,790,936		$0		$1,790,936

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$3,142		90.00%		$441,135,838		$49,015,093		$490,150,931		57.00%		88,920		$3,142		90.00%		$251,447,428		$27,938,603		$279,386,031

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$3,142		100.00%		$75,407,836		$0		$75,407,836		57.00%		13,680		$3,142		100.00%		$42,982,466		$0		$42,982,466

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$552,934,238		$66,038,412		$618,972,651				112,290						$315,172,516		$37,641,895		$352,814,411

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$614,875,183		$90,019,155		$704,894,338				137,370						$350,478,854		$51,310,918		$401,789,773

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,900,428		$10,900,428		$21,800,856										$6,213,244		$6,213,244		$12,426,488

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$625,775,611		$100,919,583		$726,695,194										$356,692,098		$57,524,162		$414,216,261





57% part rate

		Description		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		Cumulative Total

		Federal Share for Newly Enrolled		100%		100%		100%		95%		94%		93%		90%

		Total Computable Program Costs		$356,777,820		$363,913,376		$371,191,644		$378,615,477		$386,187,786		$393,911,542		$401,789,773		$2,652,387,418

		Total Computable Administrative Costs		$11,034,366		$11,255,053		$11,480,154		$11,709,757		$11,943,952		$12,182,831		$12,426,488		$82,032,601

		Total Computable		$367,812,186		$375,168,429		$382,671,798		$390,325,234		$398,131,738		$406,094,373		$414,216,261		$2,734,420,019

		State Program Costs		$20,753,947		$21,169,026		$21,592,407		$35,187,840		$38,576,968		$42,087,586		$51,310,918		$230,678,691

		State Administrative Costs		$5,517,183		$5,627,526		$5,740,077		$5,854,879		$5,971,976		$6,091,416		$6,213,244		$41,016,300

		Total State Costs		$26,271,130		$26,796,553		$27,332,484		$41,042,718		$44,548,944		$48,179,001		$57,524,162		$271,694,992

		Estimated Number of People Covered		137,370		137,370		137,370		137,370		137,370		137,370		137,370

		Average Cost Per Person Total Computable		$2,678		$2,731		$2,786		$2,841		$2,898		$2,956		$3,015

		Per Person Per Month Total Computable		$223		$228		$232		$237		$242		$246		$251

		Average Cost Per Person State Share		$191		$195		$199		$299		$324		$351		$419

		Per Person Per Month State Share		$15.94		$16.26		$16.58		$24.90		$27.02		$29.23		$34.90

		Notes:

		1.  Census Bureau: Table Creator II; Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 2009 (four year average).

		2. Average cost for adults calculated using OHCA Annual Reports SFY 2008-11, TANF category percent of totals on Page 29 in 2008 and Page 30  in 2009-11,  and total expenditures & enrollment found on page 71 of each report.  Average cost for children calculated using OHCA Annual Reports SFY 2008-11 p. 81, Children (under 21) Expenditures by Aid Category, blending CHIP and TANF categories.  All average costs have been adjusted to 2014 based on projected annual growth of 2%.

		3. FMAP rates are for FFY'12 as reported in OHCA 2011 Annual Report p. 28.

		4.  According to NASMD and a summary from the Kaiser Foundation the state will be required to implement presumptive eligibility for people earning below 133% of FPL.  People who should be covered by the current State Medicaid and/or CHIP program but for whatever reason are not in the program will be covered by the state program under the current state/federal partnership.  Uninsured non traditional people under 133% of FPL will be covered by the federal government at 100% FPL.

		4.1  State costs will be offset by savings to the state from shifting reimbursement expenses from other state agencies to the Medicaid program.  The savings amount has not been determined by the State.

		5.  The Census Bureau CPS report undercounts Medicaid participation.  The percent of the undercount can be used as a proxy for possible participation of the uninsured.

		6. Native Americans who report to the Census Bureau in the Annual Survey for health insurance coverage that their sole source of health care is from the Indian Health Services facilities are counted as Uninsured.  The four year average number of Native Americans in Oklahoma is 231,000 according to the Census and 73,000 are considered Uninsured.  When broken down by poverty level Census reports 31,000 Uninsured Native Americans below 133% FPL.  Under the current law IHS facilities in Oklahoma that serve Native Americans who qualify for Medicaid are reimbursed at 100% matching rate.  This report assumes that those people will continue to receive their health services soley from IHS facilities.

		7. Administration for OHCA is approximately 5% of the total cost of operations.  A portion of the administration, approximately 2% of the 5%, is for elgilbility determination.  Under the reform legislation eligibility will be determined in a variety of new methods through OHCA, designated providers and the health exchanges.  For the purposes of this analysis administrative expenses are calculated at 3% of total costs.

		8. The reform legislation changes and reduces the Disproportionate Share Hospital program.  It is unclear how this change will impact Oklahoma because the legislation requires the Secretary of HHS to develop a formula based on use of funds and state level distribution of DSH funds.  As the reform legislation is currently written Oklahoma's DSH reductions may not be as substantial as other states because Oklahoma is a low DSH state, it appears the Oklahoma model of allocating funds meets the criteria for less severe reductions and Oklahoma traditionally spends its DSH allocation.

		9.  Presentation by Kaiser Family Foundation on 5/26/10 reported an estimated 57% standard participation rate for all populations affected by reform.  This was calculated from the base CBO participation rates used to cost the federal reform legislation.  In addition, when presenters considered outreach efforts and other methods states might employ to seek out coverage for previously uninsured individuals, the participation rate is estimated to be as high as 75%, which is referred to as an enhanced participation rate.  http://www.kff.org/healthreform/8076.cfm





Avg Cost Calculation

		Average Per-member Costs

		Adults Method A		2008		2009		2010		2011		4-year average

				P.71, p. 29		P.71, p.30		P. 71, p30		P. 71, p30

		Total Medicaid Expenditures (Figure IV of App. B)		3,713,543,704		3,959,130,141		4,327,974,101		4,379,387,533

		Total Members		771,105		809,251		881,220		929,348

		TANF category expenditures as % of Total		35.91%		36.45%		36.71%		37.15%

		TANF category participants as % of Total		70.13%		70.13%		68.98%		67.64%

		TANF expenditures		$   1,333,533,544		$   1,443,102,936		$   1,588,799,292		$   1,626,942,469

		TANF members		540,776		567,528		607,866		628,611

		TANF Average Cost		$   2,466		$   2,543		$   2,614		$   2,588

		2014 Value		2,777		2,807		2,829		2,747		2,790

		2009		2,515

		2010		2,566		2,594

		2011		2,617		2,646		2,666

		2012		2,669		2,698		2,719		2,640

		2013		2,723		2,752		2,774		2,693

		2014		2,777		2,807		2,829		2,747

		Adults Method B

				2008		2009		2010		2011 (with changed definition)		3-year average

		Expenditures

		Total TANF (Appendix B, Figure VIII of annual reports)		1,306,193,610		1,411,722,847		1,557,595,609		1,600,962,864

		Child TANF (Appendix B, Figure XI of annual reports)		735,012,005		802,982,509		898,659,166		971,381,194

		Adults Only		571,181,605		608,740,338		658,936,443		629,581,670		2008 calculation by presumed method:						2007 calculation by presumed method:

												3,713,543,704.00		1,333,533,544.11				$3,377,085,329		$1,255,262,616.79

		Members Served										540775.9365						528168.329

		Total TANF (Appendix B, Figure VIII of annual reports)		585,910		591,585		641,694		683,180				2,465.96		8				2,376.63		7

		Child TANF (Appendix B, Figure XI of annual reports)		455,247		459,572		507,474		602,800				2,515.28		9				2,424.17		8

		Adults Only		130,663		132,013		134,220		80,380				2,565.59		10				2,472.65		9

														2,616.90		11				2,522.10		10

		Adults PM Cost		$   4,371		$   4,611		$   4,909		$   7,833				2,669.24		12				2,572.54		11

		2014 Value		$   4,923		$   5,091		$   5,314				$   5,109

		2009		$   4,459

		2010		$   4,548		$   4,703

		2011		$   4,639		$   4,798		$   5,008

		2012		$   4,732		$   4,893		$   5,108

		2013		$   4,826		$   4,991		$   5,210						2,722.62		13				2,624.00		12

		2014		$   4,923		$   5,091		$   5,314						2,777.08		14				2,676.48		13

																				2,730.00		14

		Children		2008 p. 81		2009		2010		2011		4-year average

		CHIP Expenditures		$133,358,768		$139,967,434		$155,522,902		$120,211,630

		CHIP Members Served		118,010		113,367		118,826		124,675

		Avg Cost/CHIP Member		$1,130		$1,234.64		$1,308.83		$964

		TANF Expenditures		$735,012,005		$802,982,509		$898,659,166		$971,381,194

		TANF Members Served		455,247		459,572		507,474		602,800

		Avg Cost/TANF Member		$1,615		$1,747.24		$1,770.85		$1,611.45

		CHIP + TANF Expenditures		$868,370,773		$942,949,943		$1,054,182,068		$1,091,592,824

		CHIP + TANF Members Served		573,257		572,939		626,300		727,475

		Avg Cost/ children<21 served		$   1,514.80		$   1,645.81		$   1,683.19		$   1,500.52

		2014 Value		$   1,706.14		1,817.11		1,821.94		1,592.37		$   1,734

		2008		1,515.00

		2009		1,545.30		$   1,645.81

		2010		1,576.21		1,678.73		$   1,683.19

		2011		1,607.73		1,712.30		1,716.85		$   1,500.52

		2012		1,639.88		1,746.55		1,751.19		1,530.53

		2013		1,672.68		1,781.48		1,786.21		1,561.14

		2014		1,706.14		1,817.11		1,821.94		1,592.37		$   1,734

		2015										$   1,769.08

		2016										$   1,804.46

		2017										$   1,840.55

		2018										$   1,877.36

		2019										$   1,914.90

		2020										$   1,953.20





OHCA Contracts Increases

		

				OHCA Contract Increases due to SoonerCare Expansion under ACA

								Current Contract		Basis of Increase		Start Date		Annual Increase		Annualized for FY'14		Duplicated in unit budget request

		1.		Health Management Services				$   6,000,000		15%		1/1/14		$   900,000		$   450,000

						Identification and collection of third party liability for services provided to our members

		2.		Telligen (awaiting Kim's reply)

						HMP vendor

		3.		Integrated Call Center						$0.80 PMPM		10/1/13		$   1,344,000		$   1,008,000		No

						Integrated call center/customer relationship management vendor to answer questions and assist providers and members

		4.		Logisticare				$0.55 PMPM		$0.583 PMPM		1/1/14		$   979,440		$   489,720		?

						Non-emergency transportation broker who arranges transportation for members to office visits, hospitals, clinics, etc. Amount is inflated 3%/year due to gasoline costs.

		5.		MedSolutions						$0.25 PMPM		1/1/14		$   420,000		$   210,000

						Utilization management for outpatient radiology services

		6.		BH prior authorizations						$0.70 PMPM		1/1/14		$   1,176,000		$   588,000

						Utilization management for outpatient behavioral health services, includes inpatient authorizations and inspections of care

		7.		ALJ outside contractors				$   160,000		18%		10/1/13		$   28,800		$   21,600

						Eligibility appeals for new enrollees

		8.		AG for appeals				$   96,000		18%		10/1/13		$   17,280		$   12,960

						Eligibility appeals for new enrollees

		9.		College of Pharmacy				$   4,000,000		20%		10/1/13		$   806,000		$   806,000

						Nancy Nesser

		10.		Clinical consultants				$   750,000		18%		1/1/14		$   135,000		$   67,500

						Prior authorization for medical/dental/behavioral health services

		11.		OT/PT/SLP consultants				$   180,000		18%		1/1/14		$   32,400		$   16,200

						Prior authorization specialists for Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy and Speech-Language Pathology

		12.		HP Call center charges (assume one-time set up fee)						$2000/employee		set-up		$   66,000		$   66,000

		13.		OU – University Printing				$   500,000		18%		1/1/14		$   90,000		$   67,500		No

						Increased printing costs for added membership and marketing materials

		14.		Automated Mail Services				$   80,000		18%		1/1/14		$   14,400		$   10,800		No

						Sashay Corp.Srvc. LLC currently provides this service, which does not include postage costs

		15.		Marketing campaign				None		New		7/1/14		$   250,000		$   250,000		No

						Statewide comprehensive campaign aimed at educating qualified Oklahomans about the availability of health care through SoonerCare program under the ACA expansion.

		16.		Postage Costs				$   350,000		25%				$   87,500		$   71,750

						18% ongoing for increase in vendors/members + 7% one-time for mailers to 50,000 vendors/members whose status changes due to ACA

						TOTAL								$   6,346,820		$   4,136,030

												Federal match				$   2,068,015

												State Share				$   2,068,015

						College of Pharmacy contract increase:

						Calculation:

						4.5 Helpdesk Techs @ $2500/month x 12 months =           $135,000

						2.5 pharmacists @ $7500/month x 12 months =                  $240,000

						Fringe rate at 39% =                                                                        $146,250

						25% increase in program cost =                                                  $100,000

						25% increase in supplies =                                                            $  18,125

						=================================================

						Direct total                                                                                          $639,375

						Indirect rate @ 26%                                                        ~~           $166,240

						Total request                                                                                     $805,615 rounded to $806,000 for request

										Current Contract		Basis of Increase		Start Date		Annual Increase		Annualized for FY'14

				1		OU – University Printing				$500,000		18%		1/1/14		$90,000

								Increased printing costs for added membership and marketing materials

				2		Automated Mail Services, dba Sashay Corp.Srvc., LLC				$80,000		18%		1/1/14		$14,400

				3		Marketing Campaign								7/1/14		$250,000

						I would also like to request $250,000 to issue an RFP for a marketing campaign. In researching this need, I found a similar example of a statewide health campaign when ODMHSAS issued an RFP on June 22, 2010, (Solicitation #4520000355). Their RFP included a similar target audience (all Oklahomans) utilizing media as deemed appropriate by vendor (television, radio, print, direct mail, posters, brochures, outdoor and new media). This would be a statewide comprehensive campaign aimed at educating qualified Oklahomans about the availability of health care through the SoonerCare program under the ACA expansion.

						As funding is typically not available to advertise the SoonerCare program, the RFP will be written so that the campaign that is developed will be sustainable within a public service delivery system, meaning the campaign will be dependent on utilization of existing agency messaging platforms and the donation of time/space to run campaign spots after the initial funds are expended.







From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Health Reform Cost updated 2 29 12 at 57 part rate.xls
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 7:13:28 PM
Attachments: Health Reform Cost updated 2 29 12 at 57 part rate.xls

 
 
You probably already got this spreadsheet on costs from 2014 to 2020 on Medicaid expansion, but
just in case I thought I would forward.  This came from K.C. Moon at OHCA and shows costs broken
down by state share and federal at 57% and 100% participation and adds the woodwork population
so you know how many come on at the current match rate vs. the enhanced rate.  Just an FYI.
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100% part rate

		Description		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		Cumulative Total

		Federal Share for Newly Enrolled		100%		100%		100%		95%		94%		93%		90%

		Total Computable Program Costs		$625,926,000		$638,444,520		$651,213,410		$664,237,679		$677,522,432		$691,072,881		$704,894,338		$4,653,311,260

		Total Computable Administrative Costs		$19,358,536		$19,745,707		$20,140,621		$20,543,433		$20,954,302		$21,373,388		$21,800,856		$143,916,843

		Total Computable		$645,284,536		$658,190,227		$671,354,031		$684,781,112		$698,476,734		$712,446,269		$726,695,194		$4,797,228,104

		State Program Costs		$36,410,434		$37,138,642		$37,881,415		$61,733,052		$67,678,891		$73,837,870		$90,019,155		$404,699,459

		State Administrative Costs		$9,679,268		$9,872,853		$10,070,310		$10,271,717		$10,477,151		$10,686,694		$10,900,428		$71,958,422

		Total State Costs		$46,089,702		$47,011,496		$47,951,726		$72,004,769		$78,156,042		$84,524,564		$100,919,583		$476,657,880

		Estimated Number of People Covered		241,000		241,000		241,000		241,000		241,000		241,000		241,000

		Average Cost Per Person Total Computable		$2,678		$2,731		$2,786		$2,841		$2,898		$2,956		$3,015

		Per Person Per Month Total Computable		$223		$228		$232		$237		$242		$246		$251

		Average Cost Per Person State Share		$191		$195		$199		$299		$324		$351		$419

		Per Person Per Month State Share		$15.94		$16.26		$16.58		$24.90		$27.02		$29.23		$34.90

		Notes:

		1.  Census Bureau: Table Creator II; Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 2009 (four year average).

		2. Average cost for adults calculated using OHCA Annual Reports SFY 2008-11, TANF category percent of totals on Page 29 in 2008 and Page 30  in 2009-11,  and total expenditures & enrollment found on page 71 of each report.  Average cost for children calculated using OHCA Annual Reports SFY 2008-11 p. 81, Children (under 21) Expenditures by Aid Category, blending CHIP and TANF categories.  All average costs have been adjusted to 2014 based on projected annual growth of 2%.

		3. FMAP rates are for FFY'12 as reported in OHCA 2011 Annual Report p. 28.

		4.  According to NASMD and a summary from the Kaiser Foundation the state will be required to implement presumptive eligibility for people earning below 133% of FPL.  People who should be covered by the current State Medicaid and/or CHIP program but for whatever reason are not in the program will be covered by the state program under the current state/federal partnership.  Uninsured non traditional people under 133% of FPL will be covered by the federal government at 100% FPL.

		4.1  State costs will be offset by savings to the state from shifting reimbursement expenses from other state agencies to the Medicaid program.  The savings amount has not been determined by the State.

		5.  The Census Bureau CPS report undercounts Medicaid participation.  The percent of the undercount can be used as a proxy for possible participation of the uninsured.  CBO Approximate national uninsured costs.

		6. Native Americans who report to the Census Bureau in the Annual Survey for health insurance coverage that their sole source of health care is from the Indian Health Services facilities are counted as Uninsured.  The four year average number of Native Americans in Oklahoma is 231,000 according to the Census and 73,000 are considered Uninsured.  When broken down by poverty level Census reports 31,000 Uninsured Native Americans below 133% FPL.  Under the current law IHS facilities in Oklahoma that serve Native Americans who qualify for Medicaid are reimbursed at 100% matching rate.  This report assumes that those people will continue to receive their health services soley from IHS facilities.

		7. Administration for OHCA is approximately 5% of the total cost of operations.  A portion of the administration, approximately 2% of the 5%, is for elgilbility determination.  Under the reform legislation eligibility will be determined in a variety of new methods through OHCA, designated providers and the health exchanges.  For the purposes of this analysis administrative expenses are calculated at 3% of total costs.

		8. The reform legislation changes and reduces the Disproportionate Share Hospital program.  It is unclear how this change will impact Oklahoma because the legislation requires the Secretary of HHS to develop a formula based on use of funds and state level distribution of DSH funds.  As the reform legislation is currently written Oklahoma's DSH reductions may not be as substantial as other states because Oklahoma is a low DSH state, it appears the Oklahoma model of allocating funds meets the criteria for less severe reductions and Oklahoma traditionally spends its DSH allocation.

		9.  Presentation by Kaiser Family Foundation on 5/26/10 reported an estimated 57% standard participation rate for all populations affected by reform.  This was calculated from the base CBO participation rates used to cost the federal reform legislation.  In addition, when presenters considered outreach efforts and other methods states might employ to seek out coverage for previously uninsured individuals, the participation rate is estimated to be as high as 75%, which is referred to as an enhanced participation rate.  http://www.kff.org/healthreform/8076.cfm





Estimate Worksheet

		

		2014 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,734		63.88%		$9,969,113		$5,636,887		$15,606,000		57.00%		5,130		$1,734		63.88%		$5,682,394		$3,213,026		$8,895,420

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,734		100.00%		$1,734,000		$0		$1,734,000		57.00%		570		$1,734		100.00%		$988,380		$0		$988,380

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,734		74.72%		$12,956,448		$4,383,552		$17,340,000		57.00%		5,700		$1,734		74.72%		$7,385,175		$2,498,625		$9,883,800

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,734		100.00%		$10,404,000		$0		$10,404,000		57.00%		3,420		$1,734		100.00%		$5,930,280		$0		$5,930,280

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,734		63.88%		19,938,226		11,273,774		31,212,000		57.00%		10,260		$1,734		63.88%		11,364,789		6,426,051		17,790,840

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$55,001,786		$21,294,214		$76,296,000		57.00%		25,080						$31,351,018		$12,137,702		$43,488,720

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$2,790		63.88%		$23,169,276		$13,100,724		$36,270,000		57.00%		7,410		$2,790		63.88%		$13,206,487		$7,467,413		$20,673,900

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,790		100.00%		$2,790,000		$0		$2,790,000		57.00%		570		$2,790		100.00%		$1,590,300		$0		$1,590,300

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$2,790		63.88%		$3,564,504		$2,015,496		$5,580,000		57.00%		1,140		$2,790		63.88%		$2,031,767		$1,148,833		$3,180,600

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,790		100.00%		$2,790,000		$0		$2,790,000		57.00%		570		$2,790		100.00%		$1,590,300		$0		$1,590,300

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$2,790		100.00%		$435,240,000		$0		$435,240,000		57.00%		88,920		$2,790		100.00%		$248,086,800		$0		$248,086,800

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$2,790		100.00%		$66,960,000		$0		$66,960,000		57.00%		13,680		$2,790		100.00%		$38,167,200		$0		$38,167,200

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$534,513,780		$15,116,220		$549,630,000				112,290						$304,672,855		$8,616,245		$313,289,100

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$589,515,566		$36,410,434		$625,926,000				137,370						$336,023,873		$20,753,947		$356,777,820				new		old

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$9,679,268		$9,679,268		$19,358,536										$5,517,183		$5,517,183		$11,034,366		at 57%		107,730		29,640

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$599,194,834		$46,089,702		$645,284,536										$341,541,056		$26,271,130		$367,812,186		at 100%		189,000		34,000		223,000

																										FY14		13,135,565		183,906,093

		2015 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,769		63.88%		$10,168,495		$5,749,625		$15,918,120		57.00%		5,130		$1,769		63.88%		$5,796,042		$3,277,286		$9,073,328

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,769		100.00%		$1,768,680		$0		$1,768,680		57.00%		570		$1,769		100.00%		$1,008,148		$0		$1,008,148

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,769		74.72%		$13,215,577		$4,471,223		$17,686,800		57.00%		5,700		$1,769		74.72%		$7,532,879		$2,548,597		$10,081,476

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,769		100.00%		$10,612,080		$0		$10,612,080		57.00%		3,420		$1,769		100.00%		$6,048,886		$0		$6,048,886

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,769		63.88%		20,336,990		11,499,250		31,836,240		57.00%		10,260		$1,769		63.88%		11,592,084		6,554,572		18,146,657

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$56,101,822		$21,720,098		$77,821,920		57.00%		25,080						$31,978,039		$12,380,456		$44,358,494

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$2,846		63.88%		$23,632,662		$13,362,738		$36,995,400		57.00%		7,410		$2,846		63.88%		$13,470,617		$7,616,761		$21,087,378

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,846		100.00%		$2,845,800		$0		$2,845,800		57.00%		570		$2,846		100.00%		$1,622,106		$0		$1,622,106

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$2,846		63.88%		$3,635,794		$2,055,806		$5,691,600		57.00%		1,140		$2,846		63.88%		$2,072,403		$1,171,809		$3,244,212

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,846		100.00%		$2,845,800		$0		$2,845,800		57.00%		570		$2,846		100.00%		$1,622,106		$0		$1,622,106

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$2,846		100.00%		$443,944,800		$0		$443,944,800		57.00%		88,920		$2,846		100.00%		$253,048,536		$0		$253,048,536

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$2,846		100.00%		$68,299,200		$0		$68,299,200		57.00%		13,680		$2,846		100.00%		$38,930,544		$0		$38,930,544

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$545,204,056		$15,418,544		$560,622,600				112,290						$310,766,312		$8,788,570		$319,554,882

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$601,305,878		$37,138,642		$638,444,520				137,370						$342,744,350		$21,169,026		$363,913,376

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$9,872,853		$9,872,853		$19,745,707										$5,627,526		$5,627,526		$11,255,053

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$611,178,731		$47,011,496		$658,190,227										$348,371,877		$26,796,553		$375,168,429

		2016 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,804		63.88%		$10,371,865		$5,864,617		$16,236,482		57.00%		5,130		$1,804		63.88%		$5,911,963		$3,342,832		$9,254,795

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,804		100.00%		$1,804,054		$0		$1,804,054		57.00%		570		$1,804		100.00%		$1,028,311		$0		$1,028,311

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,804		74.72%		$13,479,888		$4,560,648		$18,040,536		57.00%		5,700		$1,804		74.72%		$7,683,536		$2,599,569		$10,283,106

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,804		100.00%		$10,824,322		$0		$10,824,322		57.00%		3,420		$1,804		100.00%		$6,169,863		$0		$6,169,863

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,804		63.88%		20,743,730		11,729,235		32,472,965		57.00%		10,260		$1,804		63.88%		11,823,926		6,685,664		18,509,590

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$57,223,859		$22,154,500		$79,378,358		57.00%		25,080						$32,617,599		$12,628,065		$45,245,664

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$2,903		63.88%		$24,105,315		$13,629,993		$37,735,308		57.00%		7,410		$2,903		63.88%		$13,740,029		$7,769,096		$21,509,126

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,903		100.00%		$2,902,716		$0		$2,902,716		57.00%		570		$2,903		100.00%		$1,654,548		$0		$1,654,548

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$2,903		63.88%		$3,708,510		$2,096,922		$5,805,432		57.00%		1,140		$2,903		63.88%		$2,113,851		$1,195,246		$3,309,096

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,903		100.00%		$2,902,716		$0		$2,902,716		57.00%		570		$2,903		100.00%		$1,654,548		$0		$1,654,548

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$2,903		100.00%		$452,823,696		$0		$452,823,696		57.00%		88,920		$2,903		100.00%		$258,109,507		$0		$258,109,507

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$2,903		100.00%		$69,665,184		$0		$69,665,184		57.00%		13,680		$2,903		100.00%		$39,709,155		$0		$39,709,155

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$556,108,137		$15,726,915		$571,835,052				112,290						$316,981,638		$8,964,342		$325,945,980

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$613,331,995		$37,881,415		$651,213,410				137,370						$349,599,237		$21,592,407		$371,191,644

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,070,310		$10,070,310		$20,140,621										$5,740,077		$5,740,077		$11,480,154

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$623,402,306		$47,951,726		$671,354,031										$355,339,314		$27,332,484		$382,671,798

		2017 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,840		63.88%		$10,579,302		$5,981,910		$16,561,212		57.00%		5,130		$1,840		63.88%		$6,030,202		$3,409,689		$9,439,891

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,840		100.00%		$1,840,135		$0		$1,840,135		57.00%		570		$1,840		100.00%		$1,048,877		$0		$1,048,877

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,840		74.72%		$13,749,486		$4,651,860		$18,401,347		57.00%		5,700		$1,840		74.72%		$7,837,207		$2,651,560		$10,488,768

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,840		100.00%		$11,040,808		$0		$11,040,808		57.00%		3,420		$1,840		100.00%		$6,293,261		$0		$6,293,261

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,840		63.88%		21,158,605		11,963,820		33,122,424		57.00%		10,260		$1,840		63.88%		12,060,405		6,819,377		18,879,782

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$58,368,336		$22,597,590		$80,965,926		57.00%		25,080						$33,269,951		$12,880,626		$46,150,578

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$2,961		63.88%		$24,587,421		$13,902,593		$38,490,014		57.00%		7,410		$2,961		63.88%		$14,014,830		$7,924,478		$21,939,308

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,961		100.00%		$2,960,770		$0		$2,960,770		57.00%		570		$2,961		100.00%		$1,687,639		$0		$1,687,639

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$2,961		63.88%		$3,782,680		$2,138,860		$5,921,541		57.00%		1,140		$2,961		63.88%		$2,156,128		$1,219,150		$3,375,278

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$2,961		100.00%		$2,960,770		$0		$2,960,770		57.00%		570		$2,961		100.00%		$1,687,639		$0		$1,687,639

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$2,961		95.00%		$438,786,161		$23,094,008		$461,880,170		57.00%		88,920		$2,961		95.00%		$250,108,112		$13,163,585		$263,271,697

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$2,961		100.00%		$71,058,488		$0		$71,058,488		57.00%		13,680		$2,961		100.00%		$40,503,338		$0		$40,503,338

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$544,136,291		$39,135,462		$583,271,753				112,290						$310,157,686		$22,307,213		$332,464,899

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$602,504,627		$61,733,052		$664,237,679				137,370						$343,427,637		$35,187,840		$378,615,477

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,271,717		$10,271,717		$20,543,433										$5,854,879		$5,854,879		$11,709,757

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$612,776,343		$72,004,769		$684,781,112										$349,282,516		$41,042,718		$390,325,234

		2018 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,877		63.88%		$10,790,888		$6,101,548		$16,892,436		57.00%		5,130		$1,877		63.88%		$6,150,806		$3,477,882		$9,628,689

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,877		100.00%		$1,876,937		$0		$1,876,937		57.00%		570		$1,877		100.00%		$1,069,854		$0		$1,069,854

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,877		74.72%		$14,024,476		$4,744,898		$18,769,374		57.00%		5,700		$1,877		74.72%		$7,993,951		$2,704,592		$10,698,543

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,877		100.00%		$11,261,624		$0		$11,261,624		57.00%		3,420		$1,877		100.00%		$6,419,126		$0		$6,419,126

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,877		63.88%		21,581,777		12,203,096		33,784,873		57.00%		10,260		$1,877		63.88%		12,301,613		6,955,765		19,257,377

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$59,535,702		$23,049,542		$82,585,244		57.00%		25,080						$33,935,350		$13,138,239		$47,073,589

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$3,020		63.88%		$25,079,169		$14,180,645		$39,259,814		57.00%		7,410		$3,020		63.88%		$14,295,127		$8,082,968		$22,378,094

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,020		100.00%		$3,019,986		$0		$3,019,986		57.00%		570		$3,020		100.00%		$1,721,392		$0		$1,721,392

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$3,020		63.88%		$3,858,334		$2,181,638		$6,039,971		57.00%		1,140		$3,020		63.88%		$2,199,250		$1,243,533		$3,442,784

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,020		100.00%		$3,019,986		$0		$3,019,986		57.00%		570		$3,020		100.00%		$1,721,392		$0		$1,721,392

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$3,020		94.00%		$442,850,707		$28,267,066		$471,117,773		57.00%		88,920		$3,020		94.00%		$252,424,903		$16,112,228		$268,537,131

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$3,020		100.00%		$72,479,657		$0		$72,479,657		57.00%		13,680		$3,020		100.00%		$41,313,405		$0		$41,313,405

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$550,307,839		$44,629,349		$594,937,188				112,290						$313,675,468		$25,438,729		$339,114,197

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$609,843,541		$67,678,891		$677,522,432				137,370						$347,610,819		$38,576,968		$386,187,786

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,477,151		$10,477,151		$20,954,302										$5,971,976		$5,971,976		$11,943,952

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$620,320,693		$78,156,042		$698,476,734										$353,582,795		$44,548,944		$398,131,738

		2019 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,914		63.88%		$11,006,706		$6,223,579		$17,230,285		57.00%		5,130		$1,914		63.88%		$6,273,822		$3,547,440		$9,821,262

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,914		100.00%		$1,914,476		$0		$1,914,476		57.00%		570		$1,914		100.00%		$1,091,251		$0		$1,091,251

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,914		74.72%		$14,304,966		$4,839,796		$19,144,761		57.00%		5,700		$1,914		74.72%		$8,153,830		$2,758,683		$10,912,514

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,914		100.00%		$11,486,857		$0		$11,486,857		57.00%		3,420		$1,914		100.00%		$6,547,508		$0		$6,547,508

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,914		63.88%		22,013,412		12,447,158		34,460,570		57.00%		10,260		$1,914		63.88%		12,547,645		7,094,880		19,642,525

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$60,726,417		$23,510,532		$84,236,949		57.00%		25,080						$34,614,057		$13,401,003		$48,015,061

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$3,080		63.88%		$25,580,753		$14,464,258		$40,045,011		57.00%		7,410		$3,080		63.88%		$14,581,029		$8,244,627		$22,825,656

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,080		100.00%		$3,080,385		$0		$3,080,385		57.00%		570		$3,080		100.00%		$1,755,820		$0		$1,755,820

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$3,080		63.88%		$3,935,500		$2,225,270		$6,160,771		57.00%		1,140		$3,080		63.88%		$2,243,235		$1,268,404		$3,511,639

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,080		100.00%		$3,080,385		$0		$3,080,385		57.00%		570		$3,080		100.00%		$1,755,820		$0		$1,755,820

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$3,080		93.00%		$446,902,320		$33,637,809		$480,540,129		57.00%		88,920		$3,080		93.00%		$254,734,322		$19,173,551		$273,907,873

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$3,080		100.00%		$73,929,251		$0		$73,929,251		57.00%		13,680		$3,080		100.00%		$42,139,673		$0		$42,139,673

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$556,508,595		$50,327,337		$606,835,932				112,290						$317,209,899		$28,686,582		$345,896,481

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$617,235,011		$73,837,870		$691,072,881				137,370						$351,823,956		$42,087,586		$393,911,542

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,686,694		$10,686,694		$21,373,388										$6,091,416		$6,091,416		$12,182,831

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$627,921,705		$84,524,564		$712,446,269										$357,915,372		$48,179,001		$406,094,373

		2020 Mandated Medicaid / CHIP for everyone below 133% FPL				Entire Universe of Uninsured by Age and Poverty Level												Estimated Participation

		Age Group		4-years Average Uninsured 2006 to 2009
Poverty Level Required to Receive Medicaid in Oklahoma 1		Number of Uninsured 1		Average Cost 2		FMAP or
E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total		Proxy Participation Rate		Proxy Participation 5		Average Cost 2		FMAP or E-FMAP 3		Federal Share		State Share 4		Total

		Uninsured

		00 to 05		Below 133% (Should already be covered)		9,000		$1,953		63.88%		$11,226,840		$6,348,051		$17,574,891		57.00%		5,130		$1,953		63.88%		$6,399,299		$3,618,389		$10,017,688

		00 to 05		Native American Below 133% (Should already be covered)		1,000		$1,953		100.00%		$1,952,766		$0		$1,952,766		57.00%		570		$1,953		100.00%		$1,113,076		$0		$1,113,076

		06 to 18		Between 100% and 133%  (Should already be covered in CHIP)		10,000		$1,953		74.72%		$14,591,065		$4,936,592		$19,527,656		57.00%		5,700		$1,953		74.72%		$8,316,907		$2,813,857		$11,130,764

		06 to 18		Native American Below 133%		6,000		$1,953		100.00%		$11,716,594		$0		$11,716,594		57.00%		3,420		$1,953		100.00%		$6,678,458		$0		$6,678,458

		06 to 18		Below 100% (Should already be covered)		18,000		$1,953		63.88%		22,453,680		12,696,101		35,149,781		57.00%		10,260		$1,953		63.88%		12,798,598		7,236,778		20,035,375

		Subtotal Uninsured Children				44,000						$61,940,945		$23,980,743		$85,921,688		57.00%		25,080						$35,306,339		$13,669,024		$48,975,362

		19 to 64		Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		13,000		$3,142		63.88%		$26,092,368		$14,753,543		$40,845,911		57.00%		7,410		$3,142		63.88%		$14,872,650		$8,409,520		$23,282,169

		19 to 64		Native American Female-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,142		100.00%		$3,141,993		$0		$3,141,993		57.00%		570		$3,142		100.00%		$1,790,936		$0		$1,790,936

		19 to 64		Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		2,000		$3,142		63.88%		$4,014,210		$2,269,776		$6,283,986		57.00%		1,140		$3,142		63.88%		$2,288,100		$1,293,772		$3,581,872

		19 to 64		Native American Male-Headed Primary Families, No Spouse Present Below 37%		1,000		$3,142		100.00%		$3,141,993		$0		$3,141,993		57.00%		570		$3,142		100.00%		$1,790,936		$0		$1,790,936

		19 to 64		Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		156,000		$3,142		90.00%		$441,135,838		$49,015,093		$490,150,931		57.00%		88,920		$3,142		90.00%		$251,447,428		$27,938,603		$279,386,031

		19 to 64		Native American Below 133% (Newly Eligible)		24,000		$3,142		100.00%		$75,407,836		$0		$75,407,836		57.00%		13,680		$3,142		100.00%		$42,982,466		$0		$42,982,466

		Subtotal Uninsured Adults				197,000						$552,934,238		$66,038,412		$618,972,651				112,290						$315,172,516		$37,641,895		$352,814,411

		Program Expenses: Total Uninsured				241,000						$614,875,183		$90,019,155		$704,894,338				137,370						$350,478,854		$51,310,918		$401,789,773

		Administration 3.0% of Total Expenses (Program/.97) Split 50/50										$10,900,428		$10,900,428		$21,800,856										$6,213,244		$6,213,244		$12,426,488

		Total Program and Administrative Costs										$625,775,611		$100,919,583		$726,695,194										$356,692,098		$57,524,162		$414,216,261





57% part rate

		Description		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		Cumulative Total

		Federal Share for Newly Enrolled		100%		100%		100%		95%		94%		93%		90%

		Total Computable Program Costs		$356,777,820		$363,913,376		$371,191,644		$378,615,477		$386,187,786		$393,911,542		$401,789,773		$2,652,387,418

		Total Computable Administrative Costs		$11,034,366		$11,255,053		$11,480,154		$11,709,757		$11,943,952		$12,182,831		$12,426,488		$82,032,601

		Total Computable		$367,812,186		$375,168,429		$382,671,798		$390,325,234		$398,131,738		$406,094,373		$414,216,261		$2,734,420,019

		State Program Costs		$20,753,947		$21,169,026		$21,592,407		$35,187,840		$38,576,968		$42,087,586		$51,310,918		$230,678,691

		State Administrative Costs		$5,517,183		$5,627,526		$5,740,077		$5,854,879		$5,971,976		$6,091,416		$6,213,244		$41,016,300

		Total State Costs		$26,271,130		$26,796,553		$27,332,484		$41,042,718		$44,548,944		$48,179,001		$57,524,162		$271,694,992

		Estimated Number of People Covered		137,370		137,370		137,370		137,370		137,370		137,370		137,370

		Average Cost Per Person Total Computable		$2,678		$2,731		$2,786		$2,841		$2,898		$2,956		$3,015

		Per Person Per Month Total Computable		$223		$228		$232		$237		$242		$246		$251

		Average Cost Per Person State Share		$191		$195		$199		$299		$324		$351		$419

		Per Person Per Month State Share		$15.94		$16.26		$16.58		$24.90		$27.02		$29.23		$34.90

		Notes:

		1.  Census Bureau: Table Creator II; Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 2009 (four year average).

		2. Average cost for adults calculated using OHCA Annual Reports SFY 2008-11, TANF category percent of totals on Page 29 in 2008 and Page 30  in 2009-11,  and total expenditures & enrollment found on page 71 of each report.  Average cost for children calculated using OHCA Annual Reports SFY 2008-11 p. 81, Children (under 21) Expenditures by Aid Category, blending CHIP and TANF categories.  All average costs have been adjusted to 2014 based on projected annual growth of 2%.

		3. FMAP rates are for FFY'12 as reported in OHCA 2011 Annual Report p. 28.

		4.  According to NASMD and a summary from the Kaiser Foundation the state will be required to implement presumptive eligibility for people earning below 133% of FPL.  People who should be covered by the current State Medicaid and/or CHIP program but for whatever reason are not in the program will be covered by the state program under the current state/federal partnership.  Uninsured non traditional people under 133% of FPL will be covered by the federal government at 100% FPL.

		4.1  State costs will be offset by savings to the state from shifting reimbursement expenses from other state agencies to the Medicaid program.  The savings amount has not been determined by the State.

		5.  The Census Bureau CPS report undercounts Medicaid participation.  The percent of the undercount can be used as a proxy for possible participation of the uninsured.

		6. Native Americans who report to the Census Bureau in the Annual Survey for health insurance coverage that their sole source of health care is from the Indian Health Services facilities are counted as Uninsured.  The four year average number of Native Americans in Oklahoma is 231,000 according to the Census and 73,000 are considered Uninsured.  When broken down by poverty level Census reports 31,000 Uninsured Native Americans below 133% FPL.  Under the current law IHS facilities in Oklahoma that serve Native Americans who qualify for Medicaid are reimbursed at 100% matching rate.  This report assumes that those people will continue to receive their health services soley from IHS facilities.

		7. Administration for OHCA is approximately 5% of the total cost of operations.  A portion of the administration, approximately 2% of the 5%, is for elgilbility determination.  Under the reform legislation eligibility will be determined in a variety of new methods through OHCA, designated providers and the health exchanges.  For the purposes of this analysis administrative expenses are calculated at 3% of total costs.

		8. The reform legislation changes and reduces the Disproportionate Share Hospital program.  It is unclear how this change will impact Oklahoma because the legislation requires the Secretary of HHS to develop a formula based on use of funds and state level distribution of DSH funds.  As the reform legislation is currently written Oklahoma's DSH reductions may not be as substantial as other states because Oklahoma is a low DSH state, it appears the Oklahoma model of allocating funds meets the criteria for less severe reductions and Oklahoma traditionally spends its DSH allocation.

		9.  Presentation by Kaiser Family Foundation on 5/26/10 reported an estimated 57% standard participation rate for all populations affected by reform.  This was calculated from the base CBO participation rates used to cost the federal reform legislation.  In addition, when presenters considered outreach efforts and other methods states might employ to seek out coverage for previously uninsured individuals, the participation rate is estimated to be as high as 75%, which is referred to as an enhanced participation rate.  http://www.kff.org/healthreform/8076.cfm





Avg Cost Calculation

		Average Per-member Costs

		Adults Method A		2008		2009		2010		2011		4-year average

				P.71, p. 29		P.71, p.30		P. 71, p30		P. 71, p30

		Total Medicaid Expenditures (Figure IV of App. B)		3,713,543,704		3,959,130,141		4,327,974,101		4,379,387,533

		Total Members		771,105		809,251		881,220		929,348

		TANF category expenditures as % of Total		35.91%		36.45%		36.71%		37.15%

		TANF category participants as % of Total		70.13%		70.13%		68.98%		67.64%

		TANF expenditures		$   1,333,533,544		$   1,443,102,936		$   1,588,799,292		$   1,626,942,469

		TANF members		540,776		567,528		607,866		628,611

		TANF Average Cost		$   2,466		$   2,543		$   2,614		$   2,588

		2014 Value		2,777		2,807		2,829		2,747		2,790

		2009		2,515

		2010		2,566		2,594

		2011		2,617		2,646		2,666

		2012		2,669		2,698		2,719		2,640

		2013		2,723		2,752		2,774		2,693

		2014		2,777		2,807		2,829		2,747

		Adults Method B

				2008		2009		2010		2011 (with changed definition)		3-year average

		Expenditures

		Total TANF (Appendix B, Figure VIII of annual reports)		1,306,193,610		1,411,722,847		1,557,595,609		1,600,962,864

		Child TANF (Appendix B, Figure XI of annual reports)		735,012,005		802,982,509		898,659,166		971,381,194

		Adults Only		571,181,605		608,740,338		658,936,443		629,581,670		2008 calculation by presumed method:						2007 calculation by presumed method:

												3,713,543,704.00		1,333,533,544.11				$3,377,085,329		$1,255,262,616.79

		Members Served										540775.9365						528168.329

		Total TANF (Appendix B, Figure VIII of annual reports)		585,910		591,585		641,694		683,180				2,465.96		8				2,376.63		7

		Child TANF (Appendix B, Figure XI of annual reports)		455,247		459,572		507,474		602,800				2,515.28		9				2,424.17		8

		Adults Only		130,663		132,013		134,220		80,380				2,565.59		10				2,472.65		9

														2,616.90		11				2,522.10		10

		Adults PM Cost		$   4,371		$   4,611		$   4,909		$   7,833				2,669.24		12				2,572.54		11

		2014 Value		$   4,923		$   5,091		$   5,314				$   5,109

		2009		$   4,459

		2010		$   4,548		$   4,703

		2011		$   4,639		$   4,798		$   5,008

		2012		$   4,732		$   4,893		$   5,108

		2013		$   4,826		$   4,991		$   5,210						2,722.62		13				2,624.00		12

		2014		$   4,923		$   5,091		$   5,314						2,777.08		14				2,676.48		13

																				2,730.00		14

		Children		2008 p. 81		2009		2010		2011		4-year average

		CHIP Expenditures		$133,358,768		$139,967,434		$155,522,902		$120,211,630

		CHIP Members Served		118,010		113,367		118,826		124,675

		Avg Cost/CHIP Member		$1,130		$1,234.64		$1,308.83		$964

		TANF Expenditures		$735,012,005		$802,982,509		$898,659,166		$971,381,194

		TANF Members Served		455,247		459,572		507,474		602,800

		Avg Cost/TANF Member		$1,615		$1,747.24		$1,770.85		$1,611.45

		CHIP + TANF Expenditures		$868,370,773		$942,949,943		$1,054,182,068		$1,091,592,824

		CHIP + TANF Members Served		573,257		572,939		626,300		727,475

		Avg Cost/ children<21 served		$   1,514.80		$   1,645.81		$   1,683.19		$   1,500.52

		2014 Value		$   1,706.14		1,817.11		1,821.94		1,592.37		$   1,734

		2008		1,515.00

		2009		1,545.30		$   1,645.81

		2010		1,576.21		1,678.73		$   1,683.19

		2011		1,607.73		1,712.30		1,716.85		$   1,500.52

		2012		1,639.88		1,746.55		1,751.19		1,530.53

		2013		1,672.68		1,781.48		1,786.21		1,561.14

		2014		1,706.14		1,817.11		1,821.94		1,592.37		$   1,734

		2015										$   1,769.08

		2016										$   1,804.46

		2017										$   1,840.55

		2018										$   1,877.36

		2019										$   1,914.90

		2020										$   1,953.20





OHCA Contracts Increases

		

				OHCA Contract Increases due to SoonerCare Expansion under ACA

								Current Contract		Basis of Increase		Start Date		Annual Increase		Annualized for FY'14		Duplicated in unit budget request

		1.		Health Management Services				$   6,000,000		15%		1/1/14		$   900,000		$   450,000

						Identification and collection of third party liability for services provided to our members

		2.		Telligen (awaiting Kim's reply)

						HMP vendor

		3.		Integrated Call Center						$0.80 PMPM		10/1/13		$   1,344,000		$   1,008,000		No

						Integrated call center/customer relationship management vendor to answer questions and assist providers and members

		4.		Logisticare				$0.55 PMPM		$0.583 PMPM		1/1/14		$   979,440		$   489,720		?

						Non-emergency transportation broker who arranges transportation for members to office visits, hospitals, clinics, etc. Amount is inflated 3%/year due to gasoline costs.

		5.		MedSolutions						$0.25 PMPM		1/1/14		$   420,000		$   210,000

						Utilization management for outpatient radiology services

		6.		BH prior authorizations						$0.70 PMPM		1/1/14		$   1,176,000		$   588,000

						Utilization management for outpatient behavioral health services, includes inpatient authorizations and inspections of care

		7.		ALJ outside contractors				$   160,000		18%		10/1/13		$   28,800		$   21,600

						Eligibility appeals for new enrollees

		8.		AG for appeals				$   96,000		18%		10/1/13		$   17,280		$   12,960

						Eligibility appeals for new enrollees

		9.		College of Pharmacy				$   4,000,000		20%		10/1/13		$   806,000		$   806,000

						Nancy Nesser

		10.		Clinical consultants				$   750,000		18%		1/1/14		$   135,000		$   67,500

						Prior authorization for medical/dental/behavioral health services

		11.		OT/PT/SLP consultants				$   180,000		18%		1/1/14		$   32,400		$   16,200

						Prior authorization specialists for Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy and Speech-Language Pathology

		12.		HP Call center charges (assume one-time set up fee)						$2000/employee		set-up		$   66,000		$   66,000

		13.		OU – University Printing				$   500,000		18%		1/1/14		$   90,000		$   67,500		No

						Increased printing costs for added membership and marketing materials

		14.		Automated Mail Services				$   80,000		18%		1/1/14		$   14,400		$   10,800		No

						Sashay Corp.Srvc. LLC currently provides this service, which does not include postage costs

		15.		Marketing campaign				None		New		7/1/14		$   250,000		$   250,000		No

						Statewide comprehensive campaign aimed at educating qualified Oklahomans about the availability of health care through SoonerCare program under the ACA expansion.

		16.		Postage Costs				$   350,000		25%				$   87,500		$   71,750

						18% ongoing for increase in vendors/members + 7% one-time for mailers to 50,000 vendors/members whose status changes due to ACA

						TOTAL								$   6,346,820		$   4,136,030

												Federal match				$   2,068,015

												State Share				$   2,068,015

						College of Pharmacy contract increase:

						Calculation:

						4.5 Helpdesk Techs @ $2500/month x 12 months =           $135,000

						2.5 pharmacists @ $7500/month x 12 months =                  $240,000

						Fringe rate at 39% =                                                                        $146,250

						25% increase in program cost =                                                  $100,000

						25% increase in supplies =                                                            $  18,125

						=================================================

						Direct total                                                                                          $639,375

						Indirect rate @ 26%                                                        ~~           $166,240

						Total request                                                                                     $805,615 rounded to $806,000 for request

										Current Contract		Basis of Increase		Start Date		Annual Increase		Annualized for FY'14

				1		OU – University Printing				$500,000		18%		1/1/14		$90,000

								Increased printing costs for added membership and marketing materials

				2		Automated Mail Services, dba Sashay Corp.Srvc., LLC				$80,000		18%		1/1/14		$14,400

				3		Marketing Campaign								7/1/14		$250,000

						I would also like to request $250,000 to issue an RFP for a marketing campaign. In researching this need, I found a similar example of a statewide health campaign when ODMHSAS issued an RFP on June 22, 2010, (Solicitation #4520000355). Their RFP included a similar target audience (all Oklahomans) utilizing media as deemed appropriate by vendor (television, radio, print, direct mail, posters, brochures, outdoor and new media). This would be a statewide comprehensive campaign aimed at educating qualified Oklahomans about the availability of health care through the SoonerCare program under the ACA expansion.

						As funding is typically not available to advertise the SoonerCare program, the RFP will be written so that the campaign that is developed will be sustainable within a public service delivery system, meaning the campaign will be dependent on utilization of existing agency messaging platforms and the donation of time/space to run campaign spots after the initial funds are expended.
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Introduction


The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law was jointly created by Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman and House Speaker Kris Steele near the conclusion of the 2011 legislative session.  The Joint Committee was tasked with studying how recent changes to health care and health insurance laws enacted through the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act would affect Oklahomans.  At the direction of the co-chairs, Senator Gary Stanislawski and Representative Glen Mulready, the Joint Committee convened in both Oklahoma City and Tulsa for a total of five public meetings spanning September, October, and November 2011.  


The Joint Committee heard from over two dozen presenters from both the public and private sector who provided their input on the potential effects of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  Many of the presentations from the public meetings may be found at the Joint Committee’s website, www.okhealthcare.info.  Additionally, a list of presenters may be found in the Joint Committee’s meeting notices, which are included in the appendix.  This report is intended to provide members of the public with a synopsis of the major findings presented by the speakers, as well as provide recommendations for Oklahomans and Oklahoma policymakers in addressing the recent changes to federal health care and health insurance laws.

Findings

The following findings were presented to the members of the Joint Committee on Federal Health Law.


Public Health Care


· Health behaviors are the largest contributing factor to overall health and premature death.  The top three leading causes of death in Oklahoma are cardiovascular disease, cancer, and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). 

· The leading health behaviors and risk conditions include adult obesity, tobacco use, physical inactivity, and low fruit and vegetable consumption. 


· Oklahoma Medicaid has the lowest error rate in the US after a five-year effort led by the Legislature. 


· Recent reforms within the Oklahoma Medicaid program include the Patient-Centered Medical Home, where Oklahoma Medicaid’s program serves as a national model. 


· In 2009, 18 percent of Oklahoma’s population was uninsured, which is equal to 658,862 Oklahomans.

· Insure Oklahoma is a public-private partnership and model program that provides coverage to 31,465 uninsured Oklahomans who are not eligible for Medicaid coverage. 


· Approximately 20 percent of Oklahomans are currently on Medicaid, with a total per member cost of $4,595.

· Under the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), it is estimated that an additional 200,000 Oklahomans would be eligible for the Medicaid program in 2014, with an additional 50,000 Oklahomans who were previously eligible for the program expected to “come out of the woodwork” and enroll.  This would result in an additional annual cost of $41.6 million to the state.  Using the Congressional Budget Office’s standard participation rate, however, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) estimates that only 57 percent of eligible people will actually sign up for the program in 2014, which would be an additional annual cost of $23.8 million to the state. 

Private Health Care


· Approximately 81 percent of the population under age 65 has some form of either private or public coverage, and nearly all Oklahomans over age 65 have some form of federal or employer-sponsored coverage.

· Oklahoma has 38 insurance mandates, ranking it 21st in the nation (from lowest to highest).


· Currently, three companies write 78 percent of the individual market in Oklahoma, and three companies write 70 percent of the small group market in Oklahoma.


· There is a concern that the 3-to-1 age band mandate under PPACA, which requires premiums for the oldest person in the pool to be no more than three times higher than the youngest person in the pool, will disrupt the market and substantially increase premiums for younger people.  Most states currently have an age band of 5-to-1. 


· The 3-to-1 age banding provisions under PPACA have the potential to drive younger consumers to pay the penalty in lieu of participating in mandated insurance plans, thus keeping them out of the risk pool.


· For one insurance company, over 80 percent of the customers in the individual market currently purchase insurance that is below the mandated minimum level of coverage under PPACA.  Therefore, premiums are expected to grow substantially due to PPACA mandates.


· By 2014, all plans will be required to cover preventive women’s health and well-being, including all contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration, without any cost sharing.


· PPACA is mostly about insurance reform and coverage and less about health care delivery reform.


· Patients with insurance have better access to physicians and can avoid shifting the cost of care to commercial payers.


· Approximately 70 percent of the people in hospitals today are there as a direct result of their own behaviors, such as smoking, diet and obesity, and lack of exercise.  Oklahoma ranks 48th in the nation for smoking and 46th in the nation for diet and obesity (from lowest prevalence to highest prevalence).

· Hospitals in Oklahoma will lose over $2.6 billion over the next ten years to help pay for PPACA.


· Rural hospitals will gain $30 million over the next two years under PPACA.


· Doctors see approximately 4,000 patients per year.  Each patient sees their physician approximately twice per year.  Therefore, if Oklahoma adds 250,000 new Medicaid recipients, 125 new doctors would be needed.  Oklahoma already has a doctor shortage and is ranked 49th in the nation in the number of primary care physicians per capita.


Legal and Constitutional Issues


· A recent amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution  provides individuals with the right to be free from being compelled to buy health insurance. The PPACA’s individual mandate is in direct conflict with Oklahoma’s new amendment. However, the supremacy clause of the United States Constitution requires that, if state and federal law conflict, the state law must yield, provided that the federal law is constitutional. 

· More than 25 states, including Oklahoma, have challenged the PPACA’s individual mandate as being unconstitutional.  The United States Supreme Court is expected to hear arguments in one of those cases in March 2012, and an opinion should be rendered by July 2012. 


· The exchanges created by PPACA have not been challenged by any of the lawsuits.


· In addition to utilizing judicial review as a challenge to federal oppression, the Joint Committee also addressed the issue of whether there may be some sort of nullification of the federal health care law. 


· The concept of nullification provides that states can use their state powers to not corroborate.  In the end, however, it is likely that states will still be subject to the provisions of PPACA even if they engage in potential nullification efforts. 

Tribal Issues


· The American Indian population in Oklahoma is 415,371.


· There is no cost sharing allowed for American Indians enrolled in an exchange with an income less than or equal to 300 percent of the Federal Poverty Level.


· The tribes would like to designate all Urban Indian Health Programs, also referred to as I/T/U’s, as Qualified Health Providers under PPACA.

A Look at the States


· Six states have returned federal PPACA grant money: Florida, Kansas, Louisiana, New Hampshire, Oklahoma and Wisconsin.


· Massachusetts developed a Commonwealth Health Insurance Connector Authority in 2006 with a board charged with implementing the exchange and establishing procedures for selecting and approving private plans to be offered in the Connector.  Massachusetts has the highest rate of insured residents and already has in place many of the laws now required by PPACA.


· Utah also has the Utah Health Exchange that is administered and facilitated by the Office of Consumer Health Services, an existing state agency.  Utah’s exchange, however, is not PPACA-compliant.


· Ten states have enacted legislation relating to exchanges, and three states, Florida, Louisiana and Texas, have stated that they will go the federal exchange route.  Florida, however, has recently established a non-compliant small business exchange.


· There are three models of health exchanges:


· State exchange: state assumes responsibility for compliance and certification.


· Partnership exchange: some of the functions would be retained by the state.


· Federal exchange: the state is not involved in the operation of the exchange.

· Within state exchanges, there are several options:


· State governmental agency (may be existing or independent public agency)


· Non-profit organization


· Contract with other eligible entities to carry out functions


· Governing body


· State regulated insurers in the exchange

· Some states do not want to enforce the individual mandate or the tax credits and want the federal government to handle those areas.


· With a federal exchange, the state loses control of the:

· Outreach to consumers

· Navigator selection


· The opinion of one presenter was that April 2012 is the latest a state could wait to decide on what path to take regarding an exchange before the federal government will start moving in to a state to set up an exchange.


· In addition, it is believed that if a state does not cooperate with the federal government in the establishment of an exchange, the federal government will design an enforcement strategy to force compliance.


Individual/Medicaid Exchange and Small Business Exchange


· If Oklahoma is not deemed exchange-ready by January 1, 2013, the federal government will establish a federally operated exchange in the state.

· If the federal government establishes the exchange, Oklahoma will lose regulatory authority over the plans sold on the exchange, including the authority to certify the Qualified Health Plans.  In addition, the state would lose the ability to determine the role of navigators.


· State-Run Exchanges:


· For a state-run exchange to be deemed in compliance with federal requirements, it must be able to do the following:


· Eligibility and Enrollment: Web portal to shop, select and purchase plan; determine eligibility and apply premium tax credits; interoperability with public programs.


· Consumer Assistance: Call center and grievance procedure; determine the role of navigators.


· Planning and Governance: Public stakeholder engagement; authorize governing entity; establish conflict of interest procedures.


· One presenter believes that Oklahoma’s share of Medicaid spending between 2014 and 2019 will increase from $212 million to $789 million.


· The federal version of an exchange is a medical welfare program, not health care.


· Since the states regulate insurance, they could offer, not require, a Small Business Exchange with the following benefits:


· A Defined Contribution Model, which helps businesses control their costs.


· The employee picks the coverage, therefore the individual controls choices.


· Improved quality of insurance since the employee picks the company and can change the following year.


· Allows companies to contribute even for part-time employees at reduced contribution levels.  This allows more people to become insured in the private marketplace.


· Could allow a Section 125 plan so the employees could have extra pre-tax money withheld from their paychecks to allow them to choose the plan best suited for their families.


· If the federal government imposes an exchange on the state, economic incentives in the marketplace would drive employers to eliminate health insurance coverage for workers.  This would result in lower-income individuals using the federal exchange and more affluent individuals buying individual insurance.


· PPACA requires every health insurance exchange to have a Navigator Program to facilitate health plan enrollment.  Navigators could be required to have the same education and training as current agents.


· Agents and brokers are permitted to serve as Navigators under the new law, but the language stipulates a compensation method that conflicts with traditional agent compensation structures.


· Independent Insurance Agents of Oklahoma (IIAO) does not support the federal health care plan or the need for a health insurance exchange; however, IIAO feels strongly that Oklahoma should have an exchange in place by January 1, 2014, so the federal government will not impose its plan on Oklahoma.


· IIAO believes that certain elements should be contained in any plan:


· Governance of the plan should have a representative from insurance agents.


· Any person selling, enrolling, contacting persons, etc. must be subject to all provisions of the Oklahoma Producer Licensing Act, including any person serving as a Navigator.


· Any plan must include a plan to compensate agents for the service they provide.  The Utah approach is recommended.


· There should be a registration process for agents to access the exchange


· There should be provisions for competitive exchanges and the system should not only allow a state-based exchange.


· Independent Insurance Agents and Brokers of America (IIABA) strongly encourages states to establish their own exchanges using the free market approach.  The preferable approach would be to include every qualified plan possible on the state exchange.


· If the state does not establish an exchange, the state would lose control of defining the role of agents and brokers.  In addition, the federal government could limit the number of insurance companies.


· IIABA urges states to provide information on agents and brokers to consumers on the exchange website.


· IIABA feels that anyone selling, soliciting, or negotiating insurance in an exchange should be duly licensed, complete all requisite continuing education requirements, and have obtained Errors and Omissions coverage.  These licensing laws and other requirements should also apply to Navigators.

· The Joint Committee also heard from two exchange providers that demonstrated how an exchange would function with minimal up-front costs.  One of the providers is setting up an exchange in Maryland, while the other provider is establishing a free market exchange in Florida.


Health Information Exchange


· MyHealth Access Network is a consortium of organizations which have come together to improve the health and quality of life for persons in the Tulsa area through the establishment of a Health Information Exchange in the greater Tulsa area.  This program links more than 1,600 providers and their patients in a community-wide health information system that will help them better monitor and improve care.


· A Health Information Exchange provides immediate benefits and greater cost savings.  The value of the Health Information Exchange in Tulsa is that it is a community-controlled system.


· One of the goals of Health Information Exchanges is to establish patient-centered medical homes.


Senator Tom Coburn


The Joint Committee also asked Dr. Coburn, U.S. Senator to Oklahoma, to present to the Joint Committee.  Although he was unable to attend a meeting, he did meet with the co-chairs of the Joint Committee and provided the following recommendation based upon his knowledge of the PPACA:

“Dr. Coburn supports state-based efforts to create free-market, voluntary health insurance exchanges that encourage transparency, consumer choice, and individual control.  States should be able to use state dollars to pursue innovative strategies to better equip consumers with information about their health coverage choices.  In this model, consumers can compare plans via the Internet or a toll free number, so they can choose a plan tailored to their individual needs.  In this way, state-based exchanges can help facilitate the purchase of private health insurance based on price and quality.


The kind of market-based solution Dr. Coburn supports looks a lot like Utah’s market-based health exchange.  It does NOT resemble Massachusetts’ heavily-regulated, state-level bureaucracy, or the federally-mandated exchanges required by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) – both of which are built around an individual mandate and price controls on private health insurance that increase the cost of health insurance for consumers.  The main problem with health insurance is that it costs too much – but the changes in Massachusetts and Obamacare have been proven to simply increase the cost of coverage, while failing to improve access.  


Dr. Coburn supports states using state dollars to tackle the challenges of their own population.  He does not think that any state involved in a lawsuit against Obamacare should use Administration grant dollars to set up an exchange – regardless of whether that exchange looks more like Utah’s model or Obamacare’s model.  He is glad that Oklahoma has filed a lawsuit against Obamacare and will continue to do everything he can at a federal level to overturn this unconstitutional $2.6 trillion law that fails to fix what is broken in our health care system.”

Recommendations of the Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law

We believe our recommendations should encourage personal responsibility and enrollment in private market coverage over entitlement programs.  They should also preserve individual liberty.  In addition, the Joint Committee on Federal Health Law’s goal is to improve availability, accessibility, and affordability of health care.  


Public Health


We must continue to educate our citizens on the price we pay as a society for our poor lifestyle decisions.  We must focus on the youth of our state to have any kind of long term impact.  Physical and health education must be taught in schools with an emphasis on obesity, smoking, and heart health.  We must also encourage more collaboration between the public and non-profit sectors that are already working in this area. 


 
We must do all that we reasonably can to ensure that Oklahoma taxpayer dollars used for public health care are used wisely.  Should the federal health care law stand, we are staring at a major expansion of our Medicaid population.  This makes it even more critical for us to closely monitor the use of these dollars.  Increased incentives for non-smokers, penalties for regular but unnecessary emergency room visits, drug testing and treatment, as well as strict auditing of enrollees, are some areas for focus.  Some other recommended ideas for cost savings include increased copayments, limited name brand prescription drugs, and additional managed care.  Oklahoma had some experience with managed care programs over ten years ago.  There are a number of states moving in this direction to control costs.  We would like to see OHCA try some additional managed care ideas, such as the medical home initiative that they are already attempting with some small test groups.  This would allow us to better understand  what works and what does not work with our population and then implement these lessons on a broader basis if they are found to be effective.  Another area to be tested would be payment for value as opposed to payment for services.  Such a model has the potential to reduce overall costs while potentially improving health outcomes for the patients.  We also encourage OHCA to increase their fraud division to continue their efforts to fight against crime in this area.


Legal Strategy

We recommend that the Office of the Attorney General continue to fight PPACA from every legal angle.  We understand from our time spent with the Solicitor General that this is currently occurring, but we encourage them to continue to pursue every option and ask that they keep the Legislature apprised of any progress on our legal challenges.  

Additionally, we would like to have a legal opinion from the Attorney General clarifying what was stated by the Solicitor General as well as a constitutional attorney who presented during the Joint Committee’s meetings that “nullification” is indeed not a legal option for our state.


Health Insurance Exchanges


One of the critical decisions for our state is the requirement under PPACA for all states to have a health insurance exchange fully operational by January 1, 2014.  If our state chooses not to implement our own state-based exchange, then the federal government will begin to implement a federal exchange on January 1, 2013.  We are adamantly opposed to a federal health insurance exchange being implemented in our state.  We do not believe that the federal government knows our citizens best, nor do we believe they have a good track record of doing things efficiently and cost-effectively.  We also believe that a PPACA exchange would be heavily regulated, thereby limiting choice to only four plans - the Bronze, Silver, Gold, and Platinum plans - and restricting competition.  


In an effort to avoid a federal exchange and to provide better health care for our citizens, we recommend that we establish a state-based private marketplace network.  Private industry has not implemented this yet, so we believe the state has an obligation to improve health care choices for our citizens.  This network would be along the lines of the Utah model for small businesses that pre-dates PPACA.  The network would allow all insurance companies to participate (“any willing carrier”) and would let the market drive what products are offered through this mechanism. Small businesses would not be required to participate, but would have the option for their employees.  This model eases access for more insurance companies and encourages competition.  It reduces the number of the uninsured, improves the accessibility and affordability of health insurance, and addresses a common problem that we have failed to address in our current system: portability.  As one Joint Committee member pointed out, “portability is important for many of my constituents.  It would be nice if they were not tethered to dead end jobs or lose hope due to health insurance restrictions.  I would like them to be able to consider career/job moves that allow them to move up the economic ladder without the loss of insurance.”  We believe that our citizens should have the right to select the doctors and hospitals that they believe would be best suited for their families.  We also value the defined contribution and premium aggregation features.  We would like to see wellness programs being incorporated into the options, as well.  Finally, we believe by allowing the employees to choose their own health care plans, they will be able to choose the plan that would best meet the needs of their own families.   


In an effort to fend off a federal exchange and to build upon the success of Insure Oklahoma, we recommend moving Insure Oklahoma from the Oklahoma Health Care Authority to a public trust.  Insure Oklahoma is supported by insurers, small employers, hospitals, and doctors.  It is funded by an increase in the tobacco tax which was passed by a statewide vote of the people in November 2004.


Insure Oklahoma has:


-31,465 Oklahomans enrolled in the program


-5,109 businesses enrolled in the program


-20 insurance companies offering coverage


-56 percent of enrollees were previously uninsured


We believe that by separating Insure Oklahoma from the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, the state Medicaid agency, we can direct more people to private health insurance plans.  In addition, we can offer more small business owners the choice to enroll in and begin a defined contribution model which, when combined with a cafeteria plan, would allow employees the opportunity to choose their own insurance plan using pretax dollars.  Simplifying administrative burdens and establishing predictable insurance costs would make small businesses more likely to provide health coverage to their employees.    


Other recommendations

We would also recommend that the Legislature establish either a joint health reform committee or that each chamber establish its own such committee.  This will enable us to continue to monitor this critical issue and be able to respond with legislative recommendations as needed.  


Oklahoma needs to do more to retain doctors in rural settings.  Therefore, we recommend that the Legislature place an emphasis on growing our residency programs and encouraging more doctors to practice in rural areas of our state.



Regarding Health Information Exchanges, the Joint Committee feels that there should not be a system where patients “opt out”, as it is currently structured.  Rather, due to the extremely personal information on the exchange, patients should “opt in” to allow their medical records to be placed on an exchange.


We believe that the Oklahoma Insurance Department should request a waiver to exempt insurance companies from the 3-to-1 age band and allow a 5-to-1 age band to avoid encouraging younger insured persons from dropping out and thereby increasing adverse selection.



Due to the significant Native American population and their unique health care systems, we recommend consulting the Tribal Nations throughout the process.


In closing, the Joint Committee agrees with the recent statement from Governor Mitch Daniels who said, “Many of us Governors are hoping for either a judicial or legislative rescue from this impending disaster, and recent court decisions suggest there’s a chance of that.  But we can’t count on a miracle-that’s only permitted in Washington policy making.  We have no choice but to prepare for the very real possibility that the law takes effect in 2014.”
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MEETING DATE:       Thursday, November 3, 2011          

MEETING TIME:        9:00 A.M.

LOCATION:                Tulsa Technology Center, 801 W. “K” Place, Jenks, Oklahoma.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Agenda:


1.         9:00 - 10:00 AM, Exchange options, federal, federal/state partnership, state – 


Krista Drobac, Director of Health Division, National Governors Association


2.         10:00 - 10:45 AM, Technology and privacy issues with exchanges - Amanda Teegarden


3.         10:45 - 11:30 AM, Current Technology - David Kendrick, Director of HIT


4.         1:00 - 1:45 PM, Agent Compensation - Ryan Young, Director, Federal Government Affairs, Independent Insurance & Brokers of America


5.         1:45 - 2:45 PM, Exchange Options - Ed Haisimaier, Heritage Foundation


6.         2:45 - 3:30 PM, Exchange Providers - Josh Beckett, Benefit Focus


7.         3:30 - 4:15 PM, Exchange providers - Ceridian
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		Sen. Bill Brown
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		Sen. John Sparks
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		Senate Staff:
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		Andrew Messer, Fiscal Analyst
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		Darrell D. Washington, Admin. Asst.
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Non Profit Exchange – Mark Tozzio
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3.         11:00 a.m. – 12:00 pm 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Healthcare call TODAY 5 PM EST
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:37:29 PM
Attachments: 2012 NGA Letter - Secretary Sebelius 070212.pdf

Alex, see article below reporting that 15 Governors will not or are at least leaning against expanding
Medicaid... 
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 08:19 AM
To: Marie Sanderson <  
Cc: Lindsay Russell <  Dustin Huffman <  
Subject: Healthcare call TODAY 5 PM EST 
 
Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
Before we head into a holiday, we’d like to host a call today, Tuesday at 5 PM EST to recap the
governors-only call today and talk about states decisions heading into next week. Please join us for a
brief call at 5 PM to discuss moving parts.  If you are unable to join, please feel free to follow up with
us at another time this afternoon.
 

 
Access code
 

 
As the Action Officers heard yesterday, the governors will consider writing a letter to the President
asking a host of questions regarding unanswered questions for PPACA post SCOTUS decision.
Everything from exchanges to MOE to Medicaid to financing mechanisms.
 
If they decide to head down that trail, we’ll work with all of you on content. As an FYI, NGA wrote
the Secretary last week. Attached is their letter.
 
We’ll be providing you more communication materials for next week as many of you head into NGA
in Williamsburg.
 
Please don’t hesitate to call us if you have ideas/questions/ suggestions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
FYI
 

http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/236033-fifteen-governors-reject-or-

leaning-against-expanded-medicaid-program
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Fifteen governors reject or leaning against expanded Medicaid program
 
by Elise Viebeck
07/03/12
 
At least 15 governors have indicated they will not participate in the
expansion of Medicaid under the healthcare law, striking a blow to President
Obama’s promise of broader insurance coverage.
 
Before Thursday’s Supreme Court ruling, states had the option of either
increasing their Medicaid rolls or being penalized by the federal government.
The high court struck down that offer as unconstitutional.
 
Governors still have a financial incentive to participate in the expansion of
coverage for low-income people, since the government will foot most of the
bill through 2016. But the decision is also loaded with politics,
particularly for Republican governors who are adamantly opposed to
“ObamaCare.”
 
“You can make the political call real quick, but the actual decision is a
complicated one,” said Matt Salo of the National Association of Medicaid
Directors. “Governors are going to be looking at the numbers and asking: Does
this make sense for us?”
 
Seven states with Republican governors have given a flat “no” to the Medicaid
expansion since the Supreme Court ruling, according to reports and press
statements.
 
States that will decline to participate include Florida, where Gov. Rick Scott
(R) turned his opposition to the law into a political career, and Louisiana,
where Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) has vowed to help elect Mitt Romney as president
in order to repeal it.
 
In eight other states — seven with GOP governors — the Medicaid expansion
seems unlikely, given comments from governors and their offices.
 
Texas Gov. Rick Perry (R) “has no interest in fast-tracking any portion of
this bankrupting and overreaching legislation,” spokeswoman Lucy Nashed said
in a statement Monday. “We will continue to call for the full repeal of the
bill.”
 
Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell (R), considered a contender to be Romney’s vice-
presidential nominee, said his focus is on November.
 
“The only way to stop Barack Obama’s budget-busting healthcare takeover is by
electing a new president,” McDonnell said in a statement following the
court’s decision.
 
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie (R), also the subject of VP speculation, has



not announced what his state will do. His political position is trickier,
since he leads a blue state where there is more support for the healthcare
law.
 
In its original form, the Affordable Care Act would have pulled all federal
funds for state Medicaid programs that did not expand as the law intended.
 
Chief Justice John Roberts strongly criticized that approach in his opinion
for the majority.
 
“The financial ‘inducement’ Congress has chosen is much more than ‘relatively
mild encouragement’ ” to expand Medicaid, Roberts wrote. “It is a gun to the
head.”
 
Past estimates have found that, as designed, the law’s expansion would have
provided healthcare access to an additional 17 million low-income Americans.
 
“States have a lot to consider,” said Robin Rudowitz with the Kaiser
Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured. “That is a lot of federal money
sitting on the table.”
 
Alan Weil with the National Academy for State Health Policy said states that
do not comply could raise the ire of some in Congress.
 
“If states turn down that offer, it leaves a lot of people uninsured. If we
end up in that place, a lot of people in Congress are going to say that is a
problem,” he said.
 
Several Democrats have expressed confidence that the bill’s intention to
expand healthcare coverage can still be fulfilled.
 
Peter Orszag, who led the White House budget office during the healthcare
debate and had a major role in shaping the legislation, said states might
come around eventually.
 
He said the law’s coverage expansion would be significantly undercut if a
large number of states opt out.
 
“There may be significant gaps that open up, and that would be unfortunate,”
he said, noting that more than half of the coverage expansion was set to come
through Medicaid.
 
But Orszag said there is plenty of precedent .for states to expand their
Medicaid programs when they don’t have to. About 60 percent of current
Medicaid spending goes toward people or benefits that are not mandated by
federal law, he said. States decide to provide those optional benefits
because the federal government bears most of the cost — and it would cover an
even bigger share of the Affordable Care Act’s expansion.
 
The federal government will cover the entire cost of the expansion for a few



years. Its share begins to drop after that, but Orszag said it won’t fall far
enough to be a bad deal for states.
 
“A 90 percent subsidy rate is going to be hard to resist,” Orszag said Monday
on a conference call organized by Foreign Affairs magazine.
 
— Sam Baker, Lydia Nuzum and Gunnar Sidak contributed to this report.
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
 



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Healthcare- Supreme Court talking points
Date: Thursday, May 31, 2012 3:14:00 PM

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, May 31, 2012 3:08 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Kinzel, Will; Dustin Huffman
Subject: Healthcare- Supreme Court talking points
 
All:
 
Many of you have asked us if we are preparing materials for you to use pre/post Supreme Court
decision. The answer is “yes”, and we will provide those documents to you in the next week or so
since we are uncertain of a court decision date.   We will discuss this preparation further this
Monday  on our RGPPC Action Officer call.   Subsequent healthcare conference calls will be
scheduled before Scottsdale to walk through the documents once they are ready.  We do intend to
have more detailed discussions in Scottsdale at our healthcare symposium about moving parts.
 
In the meantime, please see a memo below prepared and sent by the Speaker’s Office today. Please
don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
TO: Members, House GOP Chiefs of Staff, Legislative Directors, Communicators, and District
Directors

 
(Courtesy of the Speaker’s Office)

 
*As mentioned by the Speaker at this morning's House GOP Conference

meeting, here are the talking points the Speaker's office is currently
using in response to questions about the upcoming Supreme Court ruling

on President Obama's health care law*
 

TALKING POINTS: WHAT WILL REPUBLICANS DO IF THE U.S. SUPREME
COURT STRIKES DOWN ALL OR PART OF THE PRESIDENT’S HEALTH CARE

LAW?
 

·         The president’s health care law is making things worse -- raising health costs and
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making it harder for small businesses to hire workers.  The only way to change this is
by repealing ObamaCare in its entirety. 

 
·         Unless the Court throws out the entire law, we need to repeal what is left of

ObamaCare and enact common-sense, step-by-step reforms that protect Americans’
access to the care they need, from the doctor they choose, at a lower cost.

 
·         Republicans will not repeat the Democrats' mistakes.  We won’t rush to pass a

massive bill the American people don’t support. 
 

·         Health care coverage has become too expensive for too many people.  The number-
one health care concern of families and small business is the cost of health care, and
Republicans' health care reforms will lower costs.

 
·         Women make 85 percent of the health care decisions in our country, and represent

the vast majority of health care professionals.  Republican health care reforms will
ensure families and doctors make health care decisions -- not Washington.  

 
·         We want families to be able to make their own choices in health care, visit the

doctor of their choosing, and receive the health care they and their doctor feel is
best.  Those decisions shouldn't be made by Washington.

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
 

http://www.aafp.org/online/etc/medialib/aafp_org/documents/press/fixhealthwomen/fixhealthwomendoc.Par.0001.File.tmp/Executive%20Summary%20-%20Fixing%20Health%20Care%20-%200408.pdf
mailto:MSanderson@rga.org


From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: FW: Heath care exchanges
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:33:00 AM

 
 

From: Kevin Nelson [mailto: ] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 6:30 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Heath care exchanges
 

Hope all is well.  I was looking at the exchange issue and wondered on the impact of Art. 2,
sec. 37.  According to Art. 2, sec. 37 of the Oklahoma constitution, "a law or rule shall not
compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer or health care provider to participate in
any health care system."  A health care system is "any public or private entity whose function
or purpose is the management of, processing of, enrollment of individuals for or payment for,
in full or in part, health care services or health care data or health care information for its
participants.". 

My question is whether a health care exchange may be a health care system

because it is a public enrollment of individuals in health care services and calls for the

gathering and public disclosure of health care data.  Consequently, the state may not

be able to pass a law or rule establishing a health care exchange.  

Might ask the AG. 

 
Oklahoma

  Oklahoma Constitution     Article 2 - Bill Of Rights        Section Article 2
section 37 - Health care systems - Payment and participationCite as: O.S. §, __ __

§ 37. Health care systems - Payment and participation.

A. For purposes of this section:

1. "Compel" shall include penalties or fines;

2. "Direct payment or pay directly" means payment for lawful health care services without a
public or private third party, not including an employer, paying for any portion of the service;

3. "Health care system" means any public or private entity whose function or purpose is the
management of, processing of, enrollment of individuals for or payment for, in full or in
part, health care services or health care data or health care information for its participants;

4. "Lawful health care services" means any health-related service or treatment to the extent
that the service or treatment is permitted or not prohibited by law or regulation that may be
provided by persons or businesses otherwise permitted to offer such services; and

5. "Penalties or fines" means any civil or criminal penalty or fine, tax, salary or wage
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withholding or surcharge or any named fee with a similar effect established by law or rule by
a government-established, -created or -controlled agency that is used to punish or discourage
the exercise of rights protected under this section.

B. To preserve the freedom of Oklahomans to provide for their health care:

1. A law or rule shall not compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer
or health care provider to participate in any health care system; and

2. A person or employer may pay directly for lawful health care services and shall not be
required to pay penalties or fines for paying directly for lawful health careservices.
A health care provider may accept direct payment for lawful health care services and shall
not be required to pay penalties or fines for accepting direct payment from a person or
employer for lawful health care services.

C. Subject to reasonable and necessary rules that do not substantially limit a person’s options,
the purchase or sale of health insurance in private health care systems shall not be prohibited
by law or rule.

D. This section shall not:

1. Affect which health care services a health care provider or hospital is required to
perform or provide;

2. Affect which health care services are permitted by law;

3. Prohibit care related to workers’ compensation;

4. Affect laws or rules in effect as of January 1, 2010; or

5. Affect the terms or conditions of any health care system to the extent that those terms and
conditions do not have the effect of punishing a person or employer for paying directly for
lawful health care services or a health care provider or hospital for accepting direct
payment from a person or employer for lawful health care services.

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/resources/regulations/guidance-to-states-on-exchanges.html

Initial Guidance to States on Exchanges

This guidance document is the first in a series of documents that the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) intends to publish over the next three years to provide
information to States and the Territories seeking to establish a Health Insurance Exchange
(Exchange) under Section 1311(b) of the Affordable Care Act.  The Secretary intends to issue
regulations for public comment under Section 1321(a) in 2011, but is providing this guidance
earlier to assist States and Territories with their overall planning, including legislative plans
for 2011.

The first Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), which will address many of the basic
federal requirements outlined below, is scheduled for publication in the spring of 2011. 
Additional regulations are scheduled for publication later in 2011 and in 2012.  These
regulations will be subject to public comment.

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/resources/regulations/guidance-to-states-on-exchanges.html


Following a brief overview, this guidance focuses on four main categories: 

·         Principles and priorities  

·         Outline of statutory requirements

·         Clarifications and policy guidance

·         Federal support for the establishment of State-based Exchanges

What is an Exchange?

An Exchange is a mechanism for organizing the health insurance marketplace to help
consumers and small businesses shop for coverage in a way that permits easy comparison of
available plan options based on price, benefits and services, and quality.  By pooling people
together, reducing transaction costs, and increasing transparency, Exchanges create more
efficient and competitive markets for individuals and small employers.

Historically, the individual and small group health insurance markets have suffered from
adverse selection and high administrative costs, resulting in low value for consumers. 
Exchanges will allow individuals and small businesses to benefit from the pooling of risk,
market leverage, and economies of scale that large businesses currently enjoy. 

Beginning with an open enrollment period in 2013, Exchanges will help individuals and
small employers shop for, select, and enroll in high-quality, affordable private health plans
that fit their needs at competitive prices.  Exchanges will assist eligible individuals to receive
premium tax credits or coverage through other Federal or State health care programs.  By
providing one-stop shopping, Exchanges will make purchasing health insurance easier and
more understandable.

Principles and Priorities

The following principles and priorities will inform federal funding and technical support for
State establishment of Exchanges:  

·         Establishing a State-based Exchange.  Establishment of an Exchange is a critical
step that States must take to be on track for achieving certification of an Exchange
by January 1, 2013 under Section 1321.  Establishment of an Exchange requires a
planning process leading to State action, by legislation or other means, to create an
Exchange entity with the authority necessary to meet all the Exchange requirements
of the Affordable Care Act.  In States that choose, now or at a later point in the
process, not to establish an Exchange, HHS will work with the State to establish an
Exchange.

·         Promoting Efficiency.  Exchanges must be mindful of costs for consumers,
employers, and the federal government.  Exchanges should have the flexibility to
respond to local market conditions and take actions to facilitate competition among
plans on price and quality.  Successful Exchanges will adapt to changes in the
market by redesigning and modifying business plans as opportunities develop, and
will have the flexibility to deal with insurers, agents, and other business partners in a
manner that serves the Exchange’s interest in maximizing value for consumers.



·         Avoiding Adverse Selection.  Successful Exchanges will avoid adverse selection by
ensuring that those who buy through the Exchange are a broad mix of the healthy
and the less healthy.  The tax credits, which can only be accessed through the
Exchanges, and insurance reforms required by the Affordable Care Act will reduce
the potential for adverse selection against the Exchange, but will not eliminate it. 
States have flexibility to provide consistent regulation inside and outside the
Exchange, and to take additional action to prevent adverse selection under section
1311(e)(1)(B).  The federal government will work with States to maximize State
flexibility in this area.

·         Streamlined Access and Continuity of Care.  Section 1311(d)(4)(F) requires
Exchanges to evaluate and determine eligibility for applicants in Medicaid, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and other health programs.
 Exchanges must also comply with all applicable federal statutes relating to
nondiscrimination.  The federal government will provide critical building blocks and
financial support for achieving an efficient enrollment process including verification
of eligibility for tax credits.  Successful Exchanges will use those building blocks to
streamline access for consumers, while also promoting seamless access for applicants
eligible for other health programs beyond the Exchange coverage options. 
Successful Exchanges will upgrade information technology (IT) systems and other
business operations, and improve continuity of care across health programs. 

·         Public Outreach and Stakeholder Involvement.  Section 1311(d)(6) requires
Exchanges to consult with a broad range of stakeholders in carrying out their
activities.  Successful Exchanges will undertake aggressive and multi-faceted
outreach to inform the public of their services and coverage options.  Successful
Exchanges will work closely with consumer advocates, national insurers, and
community-based insurers, including potential new market entrants, to create a
competitive climate that will offer purchasers a range of product offerings.

·         Public Accountability and Transparency.  Accountability requires transparency. 
Section 1311(d)(7) requires public reports on Exchange activities, and Section
1311(e)(3) requires additional reporting, which should include standardized data
reporting on price, quality, benefits, consumer choice and other factors that will help
measure and evaluate performance.  Successful Exchanges must ensure public
accountability in areas such as objective information on the performance of plans;
availability of automated comparison functions to inform consumer choice; fair and
impartial treatment of consumers, plans and other partners; and prohibitions on
conflict of interest.

·         Financial Accountability.  Section 1313 provides for the efficient and non-
discriminatory administration of Exchanges, and seeks to prevent fraud and abuse. 
Successful Exchanges will streamline enrollment and minimize acquisition
expenses; implement policies to prevent waste, fraud and abuse; and promote
financial integrity. 

Statutory Requirements

The Affordable Care Act includes two basic types of federal requirements for Exchanges,
most of which are found in Section 1311.  These include: 1) minimum functions Exchanges
must undertake directly or, in some cases, by contract; and 2) oversight responsibilities the



Exchanges must exercise in certifying and monitoring the performance of Qualified Health
Plans (hereafter referred to as “plans”), as defined in Section 1301.  Plans participating in the
Exchanges must also comply with State insurance laws and federal requirements in the Public
Health Service Act.

In defining the authority and duties of an Exchange, States in authorizing legislation or other
governing documents should incorporate, by reference or explicit provisions, the federally-
required Exchange functions and oversight responsibilities.

a. Exchange Functions  

Section 1311(d)(4) specifies core functions that an Exchange must meet:

·         Certification, recertification and decertification of plans

·         Operation of a toll-free hotline

·         Maintenance of a website for providing information on plans to current and
prospective enrollees

·         Assignment of a price and quality rating to plans

·         Presentation of plan benefit options in a standardized format

·         Provision of information on Medicaid and CHIP eligibility and determination of
eligibility for individuals in these programs

·         Provision of an electronic calculator to determine the actual cost of coverage taking
into account eligibility for premium tax credits and cost sharing reductions

·         Certification of individuals exempt from the individual responsibility requirement

·         Provision of information on certain individuals identified in Section 1311 (d)(4)(I) to
the Treasury Department and to employers

·         Establishment of a Navigator program that provides grants to entities assisting
consumers as described in Section 1311(i) 

Additional Exchange functions include:

·         Presentation of enrollee satisfaction survey results under Section 1311(c)(4)

·         Provision for open enrollment periods under Section 1311(c)(6)

·         Consultation with stakeholders, including tribes, under Section 1311(d)(6)

·         Publication of data on the Exchange’s administrative costs under Section 1311(d)(7)

b. Oversight Responsibilities  

Section 1311(c) requires the Secretary to develop regulatory standards in five areas that
insurers must meet in order to be certified as qualified health plans by an Exchange:

·         Marketing



·         Network adequacy

·         Accreditation for performance measures

·         Quality improvement and reporting

·         Uniform enrollment procedures

Additional areas where Exchanges must ensure plan compliance with regulatory standards
established by the Secretary include:

·         Information on the availability of in-network and out-of-network providers as
identified in Section 1311(c)(1)(B) and (C), including provider directories and
availability of essential community providers

·         Consideration of plan patterns and practices with respect to past premium increases
and submission of plan justifications for current premium increases under Section
1311(e)(2)

·         Public disclosure of plan data identified in Section 1311(e)(3)(A), including claims
handling policies, financial disclosures, enrollment and disenrollment data, claims
denials, rating practices, cost sharing for out of network coverage, and other
information identified by the Secretary

·         Timely information for consumers requesting their amount of cost sharing  for
specific services from specified providers as described in Section 1311(e)(3)(C)

·         Information for participants in group health plans as described in Section
1311(e)(3)(D)

·         Information on plan quality improvement activities as specified in Section 1311(g)

Clarifications and Policy Guidance

States should consider the following issues in establishing an Exchange.

·         Organizational Form.  Section 1311(d) gives States the option to establish the
Exchange as a governmental agency or nonprofit entity.  Within the governmental
agency category, the Exchange could be housed within an existing State office, as it
is in Utah, or it could be an independent public authority, as it is in Massachusetts. 
Regardless of its organizational form, the Exchange must be publicly accountable,
transparent, and have technically competent leadership, with the capacity and
authority to take all actions necessary to meet federal standards, including the
discretion to determine whether health plans offered through the Exchange are “in
the interests of qualified individuals and qualified employers” as Section 1311(e)(1)
requires. The Exchange also must have security procedures that meet the data and
privacy standards necessary to receive tax data and other sensitive information
needed for enrollment.  The type of organization may affect the federal tax treatment
of an Exchange, including potential income taxation (depending upon whether a
nonprofit organization qualifies as a tax-exempt organization), annual filing
requirements, the availability of tax-exempt bond financing, and FICA liability for
employees.     



·         Operating Model.  States have a range of options for how the Exchange operates
from an “active purchaser” model, in which the Exchange operates as large
employers often do in using market leverage and the tools of managed competition
to negotiate product offerings with insurers, to an “open marketplace” model, in
which the Exchange operates as a clearinghouse that is open to all qualified insurers
and relies on market forces to generate product offerings.  In both cases, consumers
will end up with options, and States should provide comparison shopping tools that
promote choice based on price and quality and enable consumers to narrow plan
options based on their preferences.

·         Small Business (SHOP) Exchanges.  Small business customers offer unique
challenges but also powerful opportunities for Exchanges.  Successful Exchanges
will streamline the process for small businesses.  Federal rules will provide a
framework for SHOP Exchanges, including options for how employers can provide
contributions toward employee coverage that meet standards for small business tax
credits.

·         Risk Adjustment.  Federal rules in 2011 will outline risk adjustment methods and
require all health plans to report demographic, diagnostic, and prescription drug
data.  Further guidance addressing risk adjustment rules and formulas will be
provided in subsequent regulations.  As specified by the law, federal rules will apply
risk adjustment consistently to all plans in the individual and small group markets,
both inside and outside of Exchanges.  Federal rules on reinsurance payments will
apply to all plans in the individual market, and rules on risk corridors will apply to
all qualified health plans in the individual and small group market, as specified in
the law. 

·         Performance Measures.  Standardized public data reporting will be needed to
evaluate Exchange performance and assure transparency.  Federal rules will require
accurate and timely public disclosure of coverage data and other key performance
measures to facilitate research, analysis, and evaluation.  Given that Exchanges are
likely to pursue diverse strategies on several issues, analysis of performance metrics
will be critical to identifying best practices that can be shared and used to improve
the performance of all Exchanges.  

·         State Choices. Federal rules will clarify that the following policy areas, among
others, are State decisions, although HHS may offer recommendations and technical
assistance to States as they make these decisions:

·         Whether to form the Exchange as a governmental agency or a non-profit entity

·         Whether to form regional exchanges or establish interstate coordination for certain
functions

·         Whether to elect the option under the Affordable Care Act to use 50 employees as
the cutoff for small group market plans until 2016, which would limit access to
exchange coverage to employer groups of 50 or less

·         Whether to require additional benefits in the Exchange beyond the essential health
benefits  

·         Whether to establish a competitive bidding process for plans 



·         Whether to extend some or all Exchange-specific regulations to the outside
insurance market (beyond what is required in the Affordable Care Act)

·         State Authority.  The federal government will work with the Governor of the State
as the chief executive officer unless authority to operate the Exchange has been
delegated to a specific authority through state law. 

Federal Support

Forty-eight States and the District of Columbia were awarded their first Exchange grants
under Section 1311 in September 2010.  Those grants were for planning purposes and the
next round of grants will be for the purpose of establishing an Exchange.  The opportunity to
apply for grants will be announced in February 2011 and will become available on a rolling
basis throughout the next three years.  States will have to meet certain milestones in order to
be awarded grants in 2011, and the size of State awards may be related to the number of
milestones met.  States that are not able to meet required milestones by spring 2011 may
apply for grants later in the year.  Necessary Exchange costs will be fully funded by HHS
until 2015.  After January 1, 2015, Exchanges must be self funded.

Kevin R. Nelson

Edmond, Ok 73013
 
Phone 
Fax (405) 694-4019
 
This e-mail message and any attached files are confidential and are intended solely for the
use of the addressee(s) named above. This communication may contain material protected by
attorney-client, work product, or other privileges. If you are not the intended recipient or
person responsible for delivering this confidential communication to the intended recipient,
you have received this communication in error, and any review, use, dissemination,
forwarding, printing, copying, or other distribution of this e-mail message and any attached
files is strictly prohibited. 



From: Rebecca Frazier
To: rebeccarfrazier
Subject: FW: Heath care exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:07:00 PM

 
 

From: Kevin Nelson [mailto:nelson6161@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 6:30 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Heath care exchanges
 

Hope all is well.  I was looking at the exchange issue and wondered on the impact of Art. 2,
sec. 37.  According to Art. 2, sec. 37 of the Oklahoma constitution, "a law or rule shall not
compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer or health care provider to participate in
any health care system."  A health care system is "any public or private entity whose function
or purpose is the management of, processing of, enrollment of individuals for or payment for,
in full or in part, health care services or health care data or health care information for its
participants.". 

My question is whether a health care exchange may be a health care system

because it is a public enrollment of individuals in health care services and calls for the

gathering and public disclosure of health care data.  Consequently, the state may not

be able to pass a law or rule establishing a health care exchange.  

Might ask the AG. 

 
Oklahoma

  Oklahoma Constitution     Article 2 - Bill Of Rights        Section Article 2
section 37 - Health care systems - Payment and participationCite as: O.S. §, __ __

§ 37. Health care systems - Payment and participation.

A. For purposes of this section:

1. "Compel" shall include penalties or fines;

2. "Direct payment or pay directly" means payment for lawful health care services without a
public or private third party, not including an employer, paying for any portion of the service;

3. "Health care system" means any public or private entity whose function or purpose is the
management of, processing of, enrollment of individuals for or payment for, in full or in
part, health care services or health care data or health care information for its participants;

4. "Lawful health care services" means any health-related service or treatment to the extent
that the service or treatment is permitted or not prohibited by law or regulation that may be
provided by persons or businesses otherwise permitted to offer such services; and

5. "Penalties or fines" means any civil or criminal penalty or fine, tax, salary or wage

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=002410
http://www.oscn.net/applications/OCISWeb/index.asp?level=1&ftdb=STOK
http://www.oscn.net/applications/OCISWeb/index.asp?level=1&ftdb=STOKCN
http://www.oscn.net/applications/OCISWeb/index.asp?level=1&ftdb=STOKCN#Article2-BillOfRights


withholding or surcharge or any named fee with a similar effect established by law or rule by
a government-established, -created or -controlled agency that is used to punish or discourage
the exercise of rights protected under this section.

B. To preserve the freedom of Oklahomans to provide for their health care:

1. A law or rule shall not compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer
or health care provider to participate in any health care system; and

2. A person or employer may pay directly for lawful health care services and shall not be
required to pay penalties or fines for paying directly for lawful health careservices.
A health care provider may accept direct payment for lawful health care services and shall
not be required to pay penalties or fines for accepting direct payment from a person or
employer for lawful health care services.

C. Subject to reasonable and necessary rules that do not substantially limit a person’s options,
the purchase or sale of health insurance in private health care systems shall not be prohibited
by law or rule.

D. This section shall not:

1. Affect which health care services a health care provider or hospital is required to
perform or provide;

2. Affect which health care services are permitted by law;

3. Prohibit care related to workers’ compensation;

4. Affect laws or rules in effect as of January 1, 2010; or

5. Affect the terms or conditions of any health care system to the extent that those terms and
conditions do not have the effect of punishing a person or employer for paying directly for
lawful health care services or a health care provider or hospital for accepting direct
payment from a person or employer for lawful health care services.

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/resources/regulations/guidance-to-states-on-exchanges.html

Initial Guidance to States on Exchanges

This guidance document is the first in a series of documents that the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) intends to publish over the next three years to provide
information to States and the Territories seeking to establish a Health Insurance Exchange
(Exchange) under Section 1311(b) of the Affordable Care Act.  The Secretary intends to issue
regulations for public comment under Section 1321(a) in 2011, but is providing this guidance
earlier to assist States and Territories with their overall planning, including legislative plans
for 2011.

The first Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), which will address many of the basic
federal requirements outlined below, is scheduled for publication in the spring of 2011. 
Additional regulations are scheduled for publication later in 2011 and in 2012.  These
regulations will be subject to public comment.

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/resources/regulations/guidance-to-states-on-exchanges.html


Following a brief overview, this guidance focuses on four main categories: 

·         Principles and priorities  

·         Outline of statutory requirements

·         Clarifications and policy guidance

·         Federal support for the establishment of State-based Exchanges

What is an Exchange?

An Exchange is a mechanism for organizing the health insurance marketplace to help
consumers and small businesses shop for coverage in a way that permits easy comparison of
available plan options based on price, benefits and services, and quality.  By pooling people
together, reducing transaction costs, and increasing transparency, Exchanges create more
efficient and competitive markets for individuals and small employers.

Historically, the individual and small group health insurance markets have suffered from
adverse selection and high administrative costs, resulting in low value for consumers. 
Exchanges will allow individuals and small businesses to benefit from the pooling of risk,
market leverage, and economies of scale that large businesses currently enjoy. 

Beginning with an open enrollment period in 2013, Exchanges will help individuals and
small employers shop for, select, and enroll in high-quality, affordable private health plans
that fit their needs at competitive prices.  Exchanges will assist eligible individuals to receive
premium tax credits or coverage through other Federal or State health care programs.  By
providing one-stop shopping, Exchanges will make purchasing health insurance easier and
more understandable.

Principles and Priorities

The following principles and priorities will inform federal funding and technical support for
State establishment of Exchanges:  

·         Establishing a State-based Exchange.  Establishment of an Exchange is a critical
step that States must take to be on track for achieving certification of an Exchange
by January 1, 2013 under Section 1321.  Establishment of an Exchange requires a
planning process leading to State action, by legislation or other means, to create an
Exchange entity with the authority necessary to meet all the Exchange requirements
of the Affordable Care Act.  In States that choose, now or at a later point in the
process, not to establish an Exchange, HHS will work with the State to establish an
Exchange.

·         Promoting Efficiency.  Exchanges must be mindful of costs for consumers,
employers, and the federal government.  Exchanges should have the flexibility to
respond to local market conditions and take actions to facilitate competition among
plans on price and quality.  Successful Exchanges will adapt to changes in the
market by redesigning and modifying business plans as opportunities develop, and
will have the flexibility to deal with insurers, agents, and other business partners in a
manner that serves the Exchange’s interest in maximizing value for consumers.



·         Avoiding Adverse Selection.  Successful Exchanges will avoid adverse selection by
ensuring that those who buy through the Exchange are a broad mix of the healthy
and the less healthy.  The tax credits, which can only be accessed through the
Exchanges, and insurance reforms required by the Affordable Care Act will reduce
the potential for adverse selection against the Exchange, but will not eliminate it. 
States have flexibility to provide consistent regulation inside and outside the
Exchange, and to take additional action to prevent adverse selection under section
1311(e)(1)(B).  The federal government will work with States to maximize State
flexibility in this area.

·         Streamlined Access and Continuity of Care.  Section 1311(d)(4)(F) requires
Exchanges to evaluate and determine eligibility for applicants in Medicaid, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and other health programs.
 Exchanges must also comply with all applicable federal statutes relating to
nondiscrimination.  The federal government will provide critical building blocks and
financial support for achieving an efficient enrollment process including verification
of eligibility for tax credits.  Successful Exchanges will use those building blocks to
streamline access for consumers, while also promoting seamless access for applicants
eligible for other health programs beyond the Exchange coverage options. 
Successful Exchanges will upgrade information technology (IT) systems and other
business operations, and improve continuity of care across health programs. 

·         Public Outreach and Stakeholder Involvement.  Section 1311(d)(6) requires
Exchanges to consult with a broad range of stakeholders in carrying out their
activities.  Successful Exchanges will undertake aggressive and multi-faceted
outreach to inform the public of their services and coverage options.  Successful
Exchanges will work closely with consumer advocates, national insurers, and
community-based insurers, including potential new market entrants, to create a
competitive climate that will offer purchasers a range of product offerings.

·         Public Accountability and Transparency.  Accountability requires transparency. 
Section 1311(d)(7) requires public reports on Exchange activities, and Section
1311(e)(3) requires additional reporting, which should include standardized data
reporting on price, quality, benefits, consumer choice and other factors that will help
measure and evaluate performance.  Successful Exchanges must ensure public
accountability in areas such as objective information on the performance of plans;
availability of automated comparison functions to inform consumer choice; fair and
impartial treatment of consumers, plans and other partners; and prohibitions on
conflict of interest.

·         Financial Accountability.  Section 1313 provides for the efficient and non-
discriminatory administration of Exchanges, and seeks to prevent fraud and abuse. 
Successful Exchanges will streamline enrollment and minimize acquisition
expenses; implement policies to prevent waste, fraud and abuse; and promote
financial integrity. 

Statutory Requirements

The Affordable Care Act includes two basic types of federal requirements for Exchanges,
most of which are found in Section 1311.  These include: 1) minimum functions Exchanges
must undertake directly or, in some cases, by contract; and 2) oversight responsibilities the



Exchanges must exercise in certifying and monitoring the performance of Qualified Health
Plans (hereafter referred to as “plans”), as defined in Section 1301.  Plans participating in the
Exchanges must also comply with State insurance laws and federal requirements in the Public
Health Service Act.

In defining the authority and duties of an Exchange, States in authorizing legislation or other
governing documents should incorporate, by reference or explicit provisions, the federally-
required Exchange functions and oversight responsibilities.

a. Exchange Functions  

Section 1311(d)(4) specifies core functions that an Exchange must meet:

·         Certification, recertification and decertification of plans

·         Operation of a toll-free hotline

·         Maintenance of a website for providing information on plans to current and
prospective enrollees

·         Assignment of a price and quality rating to plans

·         Presentation of plan benefit options in a standardized format

·         Provision of information on Medicaid and CHIP eligibility and determination of
eligibility for individuals in these programs

·         Provision of an electronic calculator to determine the actual cost of coverage taking
into account eligibility for premium tax credits and cost sharing reductions

·         Certification of individuals exempt from the individual responsibility requirement

·         Provision of information on certain individuals identified in Section 1311 (d)(4)(I) to
the Treasury Department and to employers

·         Establishment of a Navigator program that provides grants to entities assisting
consumers as described in Section 1311(i) 

Additional Exchange functions include:

·         Presentation of enrollee satisfaction survey results under Section 1311(c)(4)

·         Provision for open enrollment periods under Section 1311(c)(6)

·         Consultation with stakeholders, including tribes, under Section 1311(d)(6)

·         Publication of data on the Exchange’s administrative costs under Section 1311(d)(7)

b. Oversight Responsibilities  

Section 1311(c) requires the Secretary to develop regulatory standards in five areas that
insurers must meet in order to be certified as qualified health plans by an Exchange:

·         Marketing



·         Network adequacy

·         Accreditation for performance measures

·         Quality improvement and reporting

·         Uniform enrollment procedures

Additional areas where Exchanges must ensure plan compliance with regulatory standards
established by the Secretary include:

·         Information on the availability of in-network and out-of-network providers as
identified in Section 1311(c)(1)(B) and (C), including provider directories and
availability of essential community providers

·         Consideration of plan patterns and practices with respect to past premium increases
and submission of plan justifications for current premium increases under Section
1311(e)(2)

·         Public disclosure of plan data identified in Section 1311(e)(3)(A), including claims
handling policies, financial disclosures, enrollment and disenrollment data, claims
denials, rating practices, cost sharing for out of network coverage, and other
information identified by the Secretary

·         Timely information for consumers requesting their amount of cost sharing  for
specific services from specified providers as described in Section 1311(e)(3)(C)

·         Information for participants in group health plans as described in Section
1311(e)(3)(D)

·         Information on plan quality improvement activities as specified in Section 1311(g)

Clarifications and Policy Guidance

States should consider the following issues in establishing an Exchange.

·         Organizational Form.  Section 1311(d) gives States the option to establish the
Exchange as a governmental agency or nonprofit entity.  Within the governmental
agency category, the Exchange could be housed within an existing State office, as it
is in Utah, or it could be an independent public authority, as it is in Massachusetts. 
Regardless of its organizational form, the Exchange must be publicly accountable,
transparent, and have technically competent leadership, with the capacity and
authority to take all actions necessary to meet federal standards, including the
discretion to determine whether health plans offered through the Exchange are “in
the interests of qualified individuals and qualified employers” as Section 1311(e)(1)
requires. The Exchange also must have security procedures that meet the data and
privacy standards necessary to receive tax data and other sensitive information
needed for enrollment.  The type of organization may affect the federal tax treatment
of an Exchange, including potential income taxation (depending upon whether a
nonprofit organization qualifies as a tax-exempt organization), annual filing
requirements, the availability of tax-exempt bond financing, and FICA liability for
employees.     



·         Operating Model.  States have a range of options for how the Exchange operates
from an “active purchaser” model, in which the Exchange operates as large
employers often do in using market leverage and the tools of managed competition
to negotiate product offerings with insurers, to an “open marketplace” model, in
which the Exchange operates as a clearinghouse that is open to all qualified insurers
and relies on market forces to generate product offerings.  In both cases, consumers
will end up with options, and States should provide comparison shopping tools that
promote choice based on price and quality and enable consumers to narrow plan
options based on their preferences.

·         Small Business (SHOP) Exchanges.  Small business customers offer unique
challenges but also powerful opportunities for Exchanges.  Successful Exchanges
will streamline the process for small businesses.  Federal rules will provide a
framework for SHOP Exchanges, including options for how employers can provide
contributions toward employee coverage that meet standards for small business tax
credits.

·         Risk Adjustment.  Federal rules in 2011 will outline risk adjustment methods and
require all health plans to report demographic, diagnostic, and prescription drug
data.  Further guidance addressing risk adjustment rules and formulas will be
provided in subsequent regulations.  As specified by the law, federal rules will apply
risk adjustment consistently to all plans in the individual and small group markets,
both inside and outside of Exchanges.  Federal rules on reinsurance payments will
apply to all plans in the individual market, and rules on risk corridors will apply to
all qualified health plans in the individual and small group market, as specified in
the law. 

·         Performance Measures.  Standardized public data reporting will be needed to
evaluate Exchange performance and assure transparency.  Federal rules will require
accurate and timely public disclosure of coverage data and other key performance
measures to facilitate research, analysis, and evaluation.  Given that Exchanges are
likely to pursue diverse strategies on several issues, analysis of performance metrics
will be critical to identifying best practices that can be shared and used to improve
the performance of all Exchanges.  

·         State Choices. Federal rules will clarify that the following policy areas, among
others, are State decisions, although HHS may offer recommendations and technical
assistance to States as they make these decisions:

·         Whether to form the Exchange as a governmental agency or a non-profit entity

·         Whether to form regional exchanges or establish interstate coordination for certain
functions

·         Whether to elect the option under the Affordable Care Act to use 50 employees as
the cutoff for small group market plans until 2016, which would limit access to
exchange coverage to employer groups of 50 or less

·         Whether to require additional benefits in the Exchange beyond the essential health
benefits  

·         Whether to establish a competitive bidding process for plans 



·         Whether to extend some or all Exchange-specific regulations to the outside
insurance market (beyond what is required in the Affordable Care Act)

·         State Authority.  The federal government will work with the Governor of the State
as the chief executive officer unless authority to operate the Exchange has been
delegated to a specific authority through state law. 

Federal Support

Forty-eight States and the District of Columbia were awarded their first Exchange grants
under Section 1311 in September 2010.  Those grants were for planning purposes and the
next round of grants will be for the purpose of establishing an Exchange.  The opportunity to
apply for grants will be announced in February 2011 and will become available on a rolling
basis throughout the next three years.  States will have to meet certain milestones in order to
be awarded grants in 2011, and the size of State awards may be related to the number of
milestones met.  States that are not able to meet required milestones by spring 2011 may
apply for grants later in the year.  Necessary Exchange costs will be fully funded by HHS
until 2015.  After January 1, 2015, Exchanges must be self funded.

Kevin R. Nelson

Edmond, Ok 73013
 
Phone 
Fax (405) 694-4019
 
This e-mail message and any attached files are confidential and are intended solely for the
use of the addressee(s) named above. This communication may contain material protected by
attorney-client, work product, or other privileges. If you are not the intended recipient or
person responsible for delivering this confidential communication to the intended recipient,
you have received this communication in error, and any review, use, dissemination,
forwarding, printing, copying, or other distribution of this e-mail message and any attached
files is strictly prohibited. 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: "brooksaltshuler
Subject: Fw: Hello!
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 5:07:23 PM
Attachments: Potential_Impact_2014_SoonerCare_Exp_Adults_June2012.pdf

ACA Medicaid Elig Options.pdf

Please print these documents for me, I am on the way home
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Katie –
The first document includes maps of where we believe the “new” eligibles would be (by county). 
There are actually three maps – one representing 100% enrollment, one representing 75%, and one
at 57%.
 
The second document provides you information about the eligibles, economic impact, reduced
uncompensated care, federal matching rates, etc.  (I provided notes on the second page to explain
the numbers on the first page.)  Also, wanted to point out that we did use the 2007 economic
impact study - - newer IMPLAN values are not available at this time (ie, for tax revenue).  We did
talk with the OTC regarding this and they believe, because of other factors occurring since 2007,
that the number we have would be pretty well on target.
 
And, then on another note, we learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility group rather
than an “opt-in”.  This changes things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we would probably need
legislation.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
Cindy
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:24 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Indeed!!!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Hello! 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org



Provider Panel Capacity
(Number of Counties)


Provider Panel Deficit   (15)
>=70% of Panel Capacity Used   (19)
50% - 69% of Panel Capacity Used      (17)
<50% of Panel Capacity Used   (26)


Total PCPs & Additional Eligible Population Counts
Additional Adults Eligible For SoonerCare - 200,000


Open PCPs Available to Adults and Children - 371


Open PCPs Available to Adults Only - 72


Potential Impact of 2014 SoonerCare Expansions 
on Provider Panel Capacity and Adult Eligibility


by County at 100% Participation
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Numbers printed within each county indicate the potential number of additional SoonerCare members in 2014 and current number of open Primary Care Providers (PCPs). Some PCPs
may provide service in multiple counties so will be counted multiple times. Adult defined as Age 19 and Over. Data valid as of September 21, 2011







Provider Panel Capacity
(Number of Counties)


Provider Panel Deficit   (12)
>=70% of Panel Capacity Used   (17)
50% - 69% of Panel Capacity Used      (17)
<50% of Panel Capacity Used   (31)


Total PCPs & Additional Eligible Population Counts
Additional Adults Eligible For SoonerCare - 145,000


Open PCPs Available to Adults and Children - 371


Open PCPs Available to Adults Only - 72


Potential Impact of 2014 SoonerCare Expansions 
on Provider Panel Capacity and Adult Eligibility


by County at 75% Participation


6/20/2012
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Numbers printed within each county indicate the potential number of additional SoonerCare members in 2014 and current number of open Primary Care Providers (PCPs). Some PCPs
may provide service in multiple counties so will be counted multiple times. Adult defined as Age 19 and Over. Data valid as of September 21, 2011







Provider Panel Capacity
(Number of Counties)


Provider Panel Deficit   (9)
>=70% of Panel Capacity Used   (17)
50% - 69% of Panel Capacity Used      (15)
<50% of Panel Capacity Used   (36)


Total PCPs & Additional Eligible Population Counts
Additional Adults Eligible For SoonerCare - 110,000


Open PCPs Available to Adults and Children - 371


Open PCPs Available to Adults Only - 72


Potential Impact of 2014 SoonerCare Expansions 
on Provider Panel Capacity and Adult Eligibility


by County at 57% Participation


6/20/2012
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Numbers printed within each county indicate the potential number of additional SoonerCare members in 2014 and current number of open Primary Care Providers (PCPs). Some PCPs
may provide service in multiple counties so will be counted multiple times. Adult defined as Age 19 and Over. Data valid as of September 21, 2011








Est Cost of Health Care Services - 100% of all eligibles (6, 7)


FFY 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020


Federal Matching Rate 100% 100% 100% 95% 94% 93% 90%


Federal Reimbursement 502,200,000$   512,244,000$   522,488,880$   506,291,725$   510,981,585$   515,656,523$    509,002,890$    


State Share -$                   -$                   -$                   26,646,933$     32,615,846$     38,812,857$      56,555,877$      


Oklahoman's with Health Care 


Expansion of Medicaid to Cover Adults 


Healthier Oklahoma 


Reduced 
Uncompensated Care 


for Providers 


Additional State Tax / 
Personal Tax 
Collections 


More Jobs 


Other State Dollars 
Available for Re-


Investment 


• 0 to 138% FPL 


• 200,000 currently eligible 


• Family of three income - $25,268  
Adult Eligibility (1) 


• State Share - 0% 


• Federal Share 100% 


• Estimated Annual Fed Reimb - $500 + million 


Cost of Services  (2) 


(for 2014 to 2016) 


• 16,397 Jobs 


• $495 million in payroll 


• $52 million in state / personal tax revenues 


Additional Economic Growth 
(3) 


•Estimated reduction of $324 million 


•Estimated reduction of > 50% 


Reduced Uncompensated 
Care for Providers / Cost 
Shift to the Insured (4) 


•ODMHSAS - $34 million 


•ODOC - $11.2 million 


•OSDH - $2.4 million 


Estimated Other State 
Dollars Available for Re-
Investment (annually) (5) 







Notes:
(1)  200,000 eligibles assumes that everyone eligible would enroll.  The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) and others have estimated


  that the more realistic % of enrollees would be between 57% and 75%.


(2)  The federal government will participate with 100% FFP through FFY2016; at that time the matching rate begins dropping until


  it levels off at 90% in 2020.


(3)  Economic impacts are based on IMPLAN values used in the "Economic Impact of the Medicaid Program on Oklahoma's Economy,"


  National Center for Rural Health Works, Oklahoma State University, January 2007.    Once again,  this economic impact is based on 100% 


  of all eligibles being enrolled into SoonerCare (Medicaid).


(4)  RWJF / Urban Institute study reported a reduction of uncompensated care of $609 million stemming from the reduction of 338,000


  uninsured Oklahoma's.  If all eligibles enrolled, we would estimate that there would be $324,000 in uncompensated care reduction / 


  cost shift to the insured.


(5)  Currently, other state agencies pay for medical costs for Oklahomans, with 100% state dollars, who under the expansion scenario would 


  be eligible for the new Medicaid with federal participation.


(6)  This represents the estimated costs of services if all eligibles enrolled in the program.  The growth estimate of new eligibles


  per year was calculated at 2%.


(7)  Administrative costs are not included in these calculations.  We would estimate administrative costs to be consistent with


  current administrative costs which are about 3% of program costs.  The federal match on most administrative costs are 50 / 50.  


  There are some exceptions, such as infrastructure costs for new technology is generally at a 90 / 10 match.







 
Can I have abt 20 minutes?  Promise.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Sorry to harass, just checking back in, I am hoping to print copies before I leave the office today of
whatever you send to take with me to the Governor, thanks!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Sure.  Let me put some finishing touches on it and I will get it to you.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:48 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Hello!
Importance: High
 
I am leaving for the National Governors Association Annual meeting on Thursday morning and will
be briefing Governor Fallin when I arrive re/ PPACA. I wanted to see if there is anyway I can the
information we requested by tomorrow? Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342

mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org
mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org


katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
 

 
=================================================== DISCLAIMER - This
e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the named addressee
you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
from your system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.
===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this
e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-
mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. The sender does not
accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which
arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.

mailto:katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov


From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Hello!
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 1:45:46 PM
Attachments: Potential_Impact_2014_SoonerCare_Exp_Adults_June2012.pdf

ACA Medicaid Elig Options.pdf

These are the updated numbers OHCA sent last night - I have not looked at them yet and can't really
on my bb - can you look and this and see how it compares to the figures we provided them
earlier...please email or call me before replying to Lindsy
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Katie –
The first document includes maps of where we believe the “new” eligibles would be (by county). 
There are actually three maps – one representing 100% enrollment, one representing 75%, and one
at 57%.
 
The second document provides you information about the eligibles, economic impact, reduced
uncompensated care, federal matching rates, etc.  (I provided notes on the second page to explain
the numbers on the first page.)  Also, wanted to point out that we did use the 2007 economic
impact study - - newer IMPLAN values are not available at this time (ie, for tax revenue).  We did
talk with the OTC regarding this and they believe, because of other factors occurring since 2007,
that the number we have would be pretty well on target.
 
And, then on another note, we learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility group rather
than an “opt-in”.  This changes things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we would probably need
legislation.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
Cindy
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:24 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Indeed!!!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org



Provider Panel Capacity
(Number of Counties)


Provider Panel Deficit   (15)
>=70% of Panel Capacity Used   (19)
50% - 69% of Panel Capacity Used      (17)
<50% of Panel Capacity Used   (26)


Total PCPs & Additional Eligible Population Counts
Additional Adults Eligible For SoonerCare - 200,000


Open PCPs Available to Adults and Children - 371


Open PCPs Available to Adults Only - 72


Potential Impact of 2014 SoonerCare Expansions 
on Provider Panel Capacity and Adult Eligibility


by County at 100% Participation


6/20/2012
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Numbers printed within each county indicate the potential number of additional SoonerCare members in 2014 and current number of open Primary Care Providers (PCPs). Some PCPs
may provide service in multiple counties so will be counted multiple times. Adult defined as Age 19 and Over. Data valid as of September 21, 2011







Provider Panel Capacity
(Number of Counties)


Provider Panel Deficit   (12)
>=70% of Panel Capacity Used   (17)
50% - 69% of Panel Capacity Used      (17)
<50% of Panel Capacity Used   (31)


Total PCPs & Additional Eligible Population Counts
Additional Adults Eligible For SoonerCare - 145,000


Open PCPs Available to Adults and Children - 371


Open PCPs Available to Adults Only - 72


Potential Impact of 2014 SoonerCare Expansions 
on Provider Panel Capacity and Adult Eligibility


by County at 75% Participation


6/20/2012
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Numbers printed within each county indicate the potential number of additional SoonerCare members in 2014 and current number of open Primary Care Providers (PCPs). Some PCPs
may provide service in multiple counties so will be counted multiple times. Adult defined as Age 19 and Over. Data valid as of September 21, 2011







Provider Panel Capacity
(Number of Counties)


Provider Panel Deficit   (9)
>=70% of Panel Capacity Used   (17)
50% - 69% of Panel Capacity Used      (15)
<50% of Panel Capacity Used   (36)


Total PCPs & Additional Eligible Population Counts
Additional Adults Eligible For SoonerCare - 110,000


Open PCPs Available to Adults and Children - 371


Open PCPs Available to Adults Only - 72


Potential Impact of 2014 SoonerCare Expansions 
on Provider Panel Capacity and Adult Eligibility


by County at 57% Participation


6/20/2012
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Numbers printed within each county indicate the potential number of additional SoonerCare members in 2014 and current number of open Primary Care Providers (PCPs). Some PCPs
may provide service in multiple counties so will be counted multiple times. Adult defined as Age 19 and Over. Data valid as of September 21, 2011








Est Cost of Health Care Services - 100% of all eligibles (6, 7)


FFY 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020


Federal Matching Rate 100% 100% 100% 95% 94% 93% 90%


Federal Reimbursement 502,200,000$   512,244,000$   522,488,880$   506,291,725$   510,981,585$   515,656,523$    509,002,890$    


State Share -$                   -$                   -$                   26,646,933$     32,615,846$     38,812,857$      56,555,877$      


Oklahoman's with Health Care 


Expansion of Medicaid to Cover Adults 


Healthier Oklahoma 


Reduced 
Uncompensated Care 


for Providers 


Additional State Tax / 
Personal Tax 
Collections 


More Jobs 


Other State Dollars 
Available for Re-


Investment 


• 0 to 138% FPL 


• 200,000 currently eligible 


• Family of three income - $25,268  
Adult Eligibility (1) 


• State Share - 0% 


• Federal Share 100% 


• Estimated Annual Fed Reimb - $500 + million 


Cost of Services  (2) 


(for 2014 to 2016) 


• 16,397 Jobs 


• $495 million in payroll 


• $52 million in state / personal tax revenues 


Additional Economic Growth 
(3) 


•Estimated reduction of $324 million 


•Estimated reduction of > 50% 


Reduced Uncompensated 
Care for Providers / Cost 
Shift to the Insured (4) 


•ODMHSAS - $34 million 


•ODOC - $11.2 million 


•OSDH - $2.4 million 


Estimated Other State 
Dollars Available for Re-
Investment (annually) (5) 







Notes:
(1)  200,000 eligibles assumes that everyone eligible would enroll.  The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) and others have estimated


  that the more realistic % of enrollees would be between 57% and 75%.


(2)  The federal government will participate with 100% FFP through FFY2016; at that time the matching rate begins dropping until


  it levels off at 90% in 2020.


(3)  Economic impacts are based on IMPLAN values used in the "Economic Impact of the Medicaid Program on Oklahoma's Economy,"


  National Center for Rural Health Works, Oklahoma State University, January 2007.    Once again,  this economic impact is based on 100% 


  of all eligibles being enrolled into SoonerCare (Medicaid).


(4)  RWJF / Urban Institute study reported a reduction of uncompensated care of $609 million stemming from the reduction of 338,000


  uninsured Oklahoma's.  If all eligibles enrolled, we would estimate that there would be $324,000 in uncompensated care reduction / 


  cost shift to the insured.


(5)  Currently, other state agencies pay for medical costs for Oklahomans, with 100% state dollars, who under the expansion scenario would 


  be eligible for the new Medicaid with federal participation.


(6)  This represents the estimated costs of services if all eligibles enrolled in the program.  The growth estimate of new eligibles


  per year was calculated at 2%.


(7)  Administrative costs are not included in these calculations.  We would estimate administrative costs to be consistent with


  current administrative costs which are about 3% of program costs.  The federal match on most administrative costs are 50 / 50.  


  There are some exceptions, such as infrastructure costs for new technology is generally at a 90 / 10 match.







Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Can I have abt 20 minutes?  Promise.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Sorry to harass, just checking back in, I am hoping to print copies before I leave the office today of
whatever you send to take with me to the Governor, thanks!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Sure.  Let me put some finishing touches on it and I will get it to you.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:48 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Hello!
Importance: High
 
I am leaving for the National Governors Association Annual meeting on Thursday morning and will
be briefing Governor Fallin when I arrive re/ PPACA. I wanted to see if there is anyway I can the
information we requested by tomorrow? Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin

mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org
mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org


2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
=================================================== DISCLAIMER - This
e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the named addressee
you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
from your system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.
===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this
e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-
mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. The sender does not
accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which
arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.

mailto:katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov


Read the full story

From: Steve Mullins
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 8:36:00 AM

Thought you might want to see this summary
 

From: mailbot@finance.yahoo.com [mailto:mailbot@finance.yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 4:51 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
 

Your friend ssmullins@sbcglobal.net has shared a link with you.

Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For
Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html

 

http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html;_ylc=X3oDMTNuZ243ZW1tBF9TAzExODMzMDgwNzMEYWN0A21haWxfY2IEY3QDYQRpbnRsA3VzBGxhbmcDZW4tVVMEcGtnAzU3NzcwZmExLTdkMTEtM2U4My04YjAxLTZiODAwZmY4N2RiZQRzZWMDbWl0X3NoYXJlBHNsawNtYWlsBHRlc3QD;_ylv=3
mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=197252
mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
http://www.yahoo.com/
mailto:ssmullins@sbcglobal.net
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html;_ylc=X3oDMTNuZ243ZW1tBF9TAzExODMzMDgwNzMEYWN0A21haWxfY2IEY3QDYQRpbnRsA3VzBGxhbmcDZW4tVVMEcGtnAzU3NzcwZmExLTdkMTEtM2U4My04YjAxLTZiODAwZmY4N2RiZQRzZWMDbWl0X3NoYXJlBHNsawNtYWlsBHRlc3QD;_ylv=3
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html;_ylc=X3oDMTNuZ243ZW1tBF9TAzExODMzMDgwNzMEYWN0A21haWxfY2IEY3QDYQRpbnRsA3VzBGxhbmcDZW4tVVMEcGtnAzU3NzcwZmExLTdkMTEtM2U4My04YjAxLTZiODAwZmY4N2RiZQRzZWMDbWl0X3NoYXJlBHNsawNtYWlsBHRlc3QD;_ylv=3
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html;_ylc=X3oDMTNuZ243ZW1tBF9TAzExODMzMDgwNzMEYWN0A21haWxfY2IEY3QDYQRpbnRsA3VzBGxhbmcDZW4tVVMEcGtnAzU3NzcwZmExLTdkMTEtM2U4My04YjAxLTZiODAwZmY4N2RiZQRzZWMDbWl0X3NoYXJlBHNsawNtYWlsBHRlc3QD;_ylv=3


Read the full story

From: Steve Mullins
To: susanmullins
Subject: FW: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 8:36:00 AM

 
 

From: mailbot@finance.yahoo.com [mailto:mailbot@finance.yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 4:51 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
 

Your friend ssmullins@sbcglobal.net has shared a link with you.

Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For
Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html

 

http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html;_ylc=X3oDMTNuZ243ZW1tBF9TAzExODMzMDgwNzMEYWN0A21haWxfY2IEY3QDYQRpbnRsA3VzBGxhbmcDZW4tVVMEcGtnAzU3NzcwZmExLTdkMTEtM2U4My04YjAxLTZiODAwZmY4N2RiZQRzZWMDbWl0X3NoYXJlBHNsawNtYWlsBHRlc3QD;_ylv=3
mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=197252
http://www.yahoo.com/
mailto:ssmullins@sbcglobal.net
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html;_ylc=X3oDMTNuZ243ZW1tBF9TAzExODMzMDgwNzMEYWN0A21haWxfY2IEY3QDYQRpbnRsA3VzBGxhbmcDZW4tVVMEcGtnAzU3NzcwZmExLTdkMTEtM2U4My04YjAxLTZiODAwZmY4N2RiZQRzZWMDbWl0X3NoYXJlBHNsawNtYWlsBHRlc3QD;_ylv=3
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html;_ylc=X3oDMTNuZ243ZW1tBF9TAzExODMzMDgwNzMEYWN0A21haWxfY2IEY3QDYQRpbnRsA3VzBGxhbmcDZW4tVVMEcGtnAzU3NzcwZmExLTdkMTEtM2U4My04YjAxLTZiODAwZmY4N2RiZQRzZWMDbWl0X3NoYXJlBHNsawNtYWlsBHRlc3QD;_ylv=3
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html;_ylc=X3oDMTNuZ243ZW1tBF9TAzExODMzMDgwNzMEYWN0A21haWxfY2IEY3QDYQRpbnRsA3VzBGxhbmcDZW4tVVMEcGtnAzU3NzcwZmExLTdkMTEtM2U4My04YjAxLTZiODAwZmY4N2RiZQRzZWMDbWl0X3NoYXJlBHNsawNtYWlsBHRlc3QD;_ylv=3


Read the full story

From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 11:27:00 AM

 
Helpful information.
 

From: mailbot@finance.yahoo.com [mailto:mailbot@finance.yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 4:51 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
 

Your friend ssmullins@sbcglobal.net has shared a link with you.

Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For
Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: tulsawendy
Subject: FW: Heritage article
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 2:59:00 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:06 AM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Re: Heritage article

Crazy today. Alex is tied up and not sure he can send asap.

I don't have link but it's heritage foundation backgrounder title "a state lawmaker's guide to health
insurance exchanges" by edmund haislmaier.

----- Original Message -----
From: Wendy Gregory
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:04 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Heritage article

Send asap and I will print before noon! Or tell me which one it is and I can pull it from the web.
Thanks!
 

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Heritage article

Alex, GMF wants you to email the Heritage article re: exchanges to Wendy.

Wendy, GMF wants you to print out a couple copies for the noon speech and a couple copies for the
evening speech to give to the organizers so they can make copies to eventually share with their
members.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: HHS NEWS: States receive more flexibility, resources to implement Affordable Insurance Exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 4:22:00 PM

FYI Jim Myers sent this to me as just a “heads up”
 

From: Joy-Bush, Keya A. (CMS/OEA) [mailto:keya.joy-bush@cms.hhs.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 11:04 AM
Subject: HHS NEWS: States receive more flexibility, resources to implement Affordable Insurance
Exchanges
 
 

HHS NEWS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                               Contact:  HHS Press Office
Tuesday, November 29, 2011                                                                                                            (202) 690-6343
 
 
States receive more flexibility, resources to implement Affordable Insurance Exchanges

 
More than half of states now creating marketplaces to help millions of families and small

businesses buy insurance
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) today awarded nearly $220 million in
Affordable Insurance Exchange grants to 13 states to help them create Exchanges, giving
these states more flexibility and resources to implement the Affordable Care Act.  The health
care reform law gives states the freedom to design Affordable Insurance Exchanges – one-
stop marketplaces where consumers can choose a private health insurance plan that fits their
health needs and have the same kinds of insurance choices as members of Congress.
 
The Department also released several Frequently Asked Questions providing answers to key
questions states need to know as they work to set up these new marketplaces. Critical among
these are that states that run Exchanges have more options than originally proposed when it
comes to determining eligibility for tax credits and Medicaid.  And states have more time to
apply for “Level One” Exchange grants.
 
Today’s awards bring to 29 the number of states that are making significant progress in
creating Affordable Insurance Exchanges.  States receiving funding today include: Alabama,
Arizona, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Maine, Michigan, Nebraska, New Mexico, Rhode
Island, Tennessee, and Vermont.
 
“We are committed to giving states the flexibility to implement the Affordable Care Act in
the way that works for them,” HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius said.  “Exchanges will give
consumers more choices and make it easy to compare and shop for insurance plans.”

 
In the new Exchanges, insurers will provide new information such as an easy-to-understand
summary of benefits and costs to consumers. The level of detail will sharpen competition
between carriers which will drive costs down.
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HHS also released today a set of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) in anticipation of state
legislative sessions beginning in January. Answers will help advance state policy
development for Exchanges.  For example, they clarify that Exchange grants can be used to
build a state Exchange that is operational after 2014; that state-based Exchanges will not be
charged for accessing Federal data needed to run Exchanges in 2014; and that state insurance
rules and operations will continue even if the Federal government is facilitating an Exchange
in the state.  HHS will also allow greater flexibility in eligibility determinations, allowing, for
example, a state-based Exchange to permit the Federal government to determine eligibility
for premium tax credits. 
 
Of the 13 states awarded grants today, 12 are receiving Level One grants, which provide one
year of funding to states that have already made progress using their Exchange planning
grant.  The 13th state, Rhode Island, is receiving the first Level Two grant, which provides
multi-year funding to states further along in the planning process.
 
Forty-nine states and the District of Columbia have already received planning grants, and 45
states have consulted with consumer advocates and insurance companies.  Thirteen states
have passed legislation to create an Exchange. 
 
States have many opportunities to apply for funding. To accommodate state legislative
sessions and to give states more time to apply, HHS also announced a six-month extension
for Level One establishment grant applications.  Applications now will be accepted until June
29, 2012 (the original deadline was December 30, 2011).
 
For the FAQs, visit http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/regulations/index.html#hie.
 
For more information on Affordable Insurance Exchanges, visit
http://www.HealthCare.gov/law/features/choices/exchanges/index.html
 
For more information on the states receiving grants, visit
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges05232011a.html
 
 
Note: All HHS press releases, fact sheets and other press materials are available at
http://www.hhs.gov/news
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: How Obamacare WORSENS Poverty
Date: Monday, July 16, 2012 2:08:48 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Excellent analysis by Chris Jacobs today. Worth the read.
 
-mts
 

From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC) [mailto:Chris_Jacobs@jec.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 10:19 AM
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: How Obamacare WORSENS Poverty
 
There are many arguments to be marshaled about the ill effects of Obamacare – but a little-seen
analysis issued several weeks ago offers a devastating indictment about how the law will effectively
hurt the very people it is designed to help.  In testimony before a Ways and Means subcommittee
hearing, the Urban Institute’s Gene Steuerle discussed the “poverty trap” developed by means-tested
government programs – a trap that Obamacare will both extend and worsen.
 
The “poverty trap” is best demonstrated graphically, as Steuerle’s testimony illustrates.  The chart
below shows a hypothetical example whereby a family (single parent and two children) can receive
nearly $30,000 in government benefits with no household earnings, but only about $10,000 in
government benefits with $35,000 in household earnings:
 

Another chart shows a similar example from a slightly different graphical perspective.  The chart
(Figure 4) shows the effects of rising income on a single parent with two children in Alabama whose
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income rises from the federal poverty level to twice poverty.  Under that situation, if the family’s
income rises by about $17,000, the family will LOSE over $10,000 in government benefits.  As a result,
“income would rise by only about $6,900—an effective average marginal tax rate of about 60 percent,
to which must be added any loss of health insurance benefits.”  These examples, and so many more
like them, often lead families to ask the obvious question:  If I will lose so many government benefits
by generating additional income, why work?  
 
And in the main, Obamacare WORSENS this problem, rather than improving it.  By extending
insurance subsidies up the income scale, it does eliminate the Medicaid “cliff,” whereby individuals
may stop working now in order to remain eligible for Medicaid benefits (because Medicaid eligibility
isn’t determined on a sliding-scale basis – you’re either eligible for it, or you’re not).  But extending the
subsidies up to four times poverty only EXTENDS this “poverty trap” further up the income ladder to
middle-income individuals – who now will face the same “cliff” that some Medicaid beneficiaries
currently face.  Families will forego making $1,000 of additional income if it will cost their household
$5,000 or more in insurance subsidies – as it will for families who barely exceed the 400% cut-off for
subsidy eligibility.  No wonder the Congressional Budget Office said that the law’s “phaseout of the
[health insurance subsidies] as income rises will effectively increase marginal tax rates, which will also
discourage work.” 
 
Ronald Reagan famously said that the nine most terrifying words in the English language are “I’m from
the government and I’m here to help.”  By penalizing success and discouraging work, Obamacare is
the quintessential example of that truism.  Because, by trapping people in a cycle of poverty and
dependence on government assistance, Obamacare doesn’t enhance true security for millions of low-
income Americans – it UNDERMINES it.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171
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From: Cody Inman
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: I can"t believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal government
Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 9:45:02 AM

Do we have a specific response on the $54 million “Early Innovator Grant" from the federal government?
 

From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 9:42 AM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal
government
 
I would check with Andrew or Alex and see if there is a response to this.  I know we have heard this
from constituents via phone. I have just thanked them for their call.  I would see if GMF has
responded to any of these comments in her public appearances, if not, we probably need to draft a
response that explains the grant. 
 
Keili
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 9:07 AM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: FW: I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal
government
 
General Thank you for your opinion response?
 

From: Steve Jackson [mailto ] 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 9:00 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal
government
 
Governor Fallin:
 
I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the
federal government to establish an Oklahoma-based Health Insurance
Exchange.  In a time when states need to declare 10th Amendment Sovereignty
and be weaned away from the federal "breast", I can't believe that the
Governor of Oklahoma decides to take "free" monies from the federal
government, which is BROKE, to enslave us to a president who seems to want to
destroy this country in every way he can.
 
I did not vote for you.  I'm trying to back you, but when I see you do things
like this, I wonder how you got enough votes to be governor.  I'm willing to give
you a chance, but this is a big mistake.  You need to send that money back to
D.C.  Yes, Oklahoma would like the money but not at the expense of our future. 
ObamaCare is no good.  It can't be revised.  There is absolutely nothing good in
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it.  It needs to be totally destroyed, but in the mean time, Oklahoma does not
need to have a chain around our neck.
 
Sincerely,
Steve Jackson



From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: ICYMI: CBS Town Hall on the Economy on "The Early Show"
Date: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 12:26:00 PM

It would be amazing to get tapped in to opportunities like this.  I guess they didn’t want two Okies
though for this panel.
 

From: Smith, Craig (Coburn) [mailto:Craig_Smith@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 11:06 AM
To: Smith, Craig (Coburn)
Subject: ICYMI: CBS Town Hall on the Economy on "The Early Show"
 
 
Watch the full CBS Republican town hall on the state of our economy, hosted by Erica Hill, Bob
Schieffer, and Rebecca Jarvis:
 

“The reason we're at risk today, the reason our children are at risk, is because
we've abandoned constitutional principles. We've abandoned the enumerated

powers. And we've decided to do things that our founders --in our best
interest-- knew would never work in terms of a republic”- Dr. Coburn

 
Click to watch:

 
Full transcript:
 

(CBS News' "The Early Show")
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The following is a transcript of "TOWN HALL WITH REPUBLICAN LEADERS," which
took place Monday, June 13, 2011 at the Newseum in Washington D.C.

Participating were: South Carolina's Governor Nikki Haley, Florida Congressman Alan West,
Wisconsin Congressman Paul Ryan, architect of the House budget plan, and Oklahoma
Senator Tom Coburn

The event was hosted by "Face the Nation" anchor Bob Schieffer and "Early Show" co-anchor
Erica Hill, with CBS News business and economics correspondent Rebecca Jarvis.

ERICA HILL:

Hello and welcome to this special hour of the Early Show coming to you from the Newseum
in Washington, D.C. Our focus this morning, the economy. A town hall with Republican
leaders. Here to answer your questions, just as premi-- President Obama did in a similar
event last month. I'm Erica Hill, along with CBS News chief Washington correspondent and
host of Face the Nation, Bob Schieffer.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Hi, everybody. Well, we're here to talk with key Republican leaders this time about the
economy. According to a recent CBS News poll, 79 percent of Americans believe the
economy is bad. More than half of us are concerned about ourselves or someone in our
household losing their job.

ERICA HILL:

And unemployment, of course, is back above nine percent. Gas prices still around $4 a gallon
in many areas. And across the country, there are signs of a double dip in the housing market.
Major economic issues affecting millions of Americans. So, today, we've invited a cross-
section of folks to ask Republican leaders what they can do to alleviate some of that pain.
Folks have submitted their questions about the issues they find most important. And we'll also
be hearing from viewers who sent their questions in on line.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

So, basically, we know what the questions is, they don't. (LAUGH) But joining us are four
distinguished Republican officials. Beginning with Congressman Paul Ryan of Wisconsin. He,
of course, is chairman of the House Budget Committee and the author of the Republican
budget plan.

ERICA HILL:

Also with us, Florida Congressman Allen West and South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley,
who were both elected in the Republican wave from the 2010 Midterm Elections.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

And finally, Oklahoma Senator, Tom Colburn, who served with Congressman Ryan on the
president's-- deficit commission. We want to say welcome to all four of you.

VARIOUS:



Thank you. Thank you for having us. (APPLAUSE)

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Okay. So, let's get the-- let's get right to it. Our first question is from Trey Lewis. And this is
for all four of you on the panel here. So, Trey?

TRAE LEWIS:

Good morning, everyone. There are many ways that people as though President Obama isn't
using to stimulate and make the economy more robust. If you were in the position to do so,
what would be the one thing you would do to stimulate and grow the economy that President
Obama isn't doing?

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Start Congressman?

REP. PAUL RYAN:

One thing? (LAUGH)

ERICA HILL:

Well, 30 to 45 seconds each. You can each have time to answer.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

First of all, I-- I'd go in the opposite direction on spending, on taxes, on debt and deficits. Get
rid of all the uncertainty in the economy. He's promising huge tax increases on successful
small businesses. I wouldn't do that. Keep taxes low and get spending under control so we
don't have a debt crisis. If we have a debt crisis and we have a huge interest rate increase. We
have an inflation problem. That's causing uncertainty in the economy. It's making it harder for
businesses to create jobs. So, I would go in a different direction than he has gone on fiscal
policy. And that's exactly what we've done in the house. Is offered a different direction on
fiscal policy. Keep taxes and spending low, not high.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

I think the exact same thing we Paul is talking about is creating the economic and fiscal
policies that create confidence in the American consumer and also our small business owners.
What I see down in my district is the-- small businesses are the economic engine that drive
this country. But yet-- when you look at some of the regulations that are coming in and that's
restricting the access to capital for them to grow. And you look at some of the tax policies
which are gonna preclude them from hiring more Americans. When you drive by in South
Florida on U.S. Federal Highway 1, you see all

those closed storefronts. You just have to think about maybe there were six to eight
Americans that once occupied those storefronts.

BOB SCHIEFFER:



Governor?

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

You know what I would like to see this president do is really lead and asked for a balanced
budget, which he has yet to do. And I think that's incredibly important. But from a governor's
perspective, everything I've tried to do to govern in South Carolina has been stopped by
President Obama. Whether it's how we're gonna deal with the health care crisis. He's
mandating more on our states and we can't afford it. Whether it's creating jobs. He's actually
got the National Labor Relations Board suing a great American company for creating jobs in
South Carolina.

Or when it comes to illegal immigration, he's stopping my labor director from allowing her to
enforce the laws that are in place. So, you know, the key is let the states have the flexibility
and the freedom they need to have. In order for us to govern, which at the end of the day is
really down to the states. The federal government needs to get out of the way. We need-- a
president that really understands, let the state understand what the Tenth Amendment's all
about. Let them have states rights and let them handle their states in the way they need to.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Senator?

SEN. TOM COBURN:

I-- I-- I think what needs to happen is we need to identify the real problem. And the real
problem is America's anxious. It doesn't have confidence about where we're goin'. And that's,
I think, a leadership deficit on behalf of my friend, President Obama. I think we need to talk
(UNINTEL) and honestly to the American public about the depth of our problems. They're
not unsolvable, but they're unsolvable until we address them and identify 'em.

And what Washington's big habit is we treat the symptoms of the problem rather than the
problem. And so, being honest and saying, "We don't have any choice. We have to eliminate
$9.7 trillion out of the federal government's expenditures over the next ten years to not go in
the tank. Now, they can dispute that, but that's the fact. And if anything short of that will not
solve the problem for your future or your children's future."

There's $2.5 trillion sittin' on the sideline in this country right now that could be invested if
people had confidence and clarity about the future. And I don't believe-- President Obama has
delivered that. And I think as soon as he does, you're gonna see a big turnaround in the
economy. Regardless of what we do on the other things. Is we've gotta have confidence that
we believe in our future. And I think that future is lacking, because we haven't had the
leadership to put-- put that forward.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Well, that certainly-- gives you the Republican view of what's wrong with the economy right
now. So, that gives us--a place to start here. Erica?

ERICA HILL:



A nice overview. We want to move on to our next question now. Nancy Logan's an executive
assistant who's currently between jobs. And chances are Nancy may look familiar if you were
with us at last month's town hall. She was here. She asked the president-- pretty much the
same question. So, your chance now to ask it of Republican leaders.

NANCY LOGAN:

Thank you, Erica. Hello. I was given a three-year adjustable rate loan modification that ends
in less than a year. And the rate is likely to go up significantly, where I won't be able to afford
my monthly mortgage payment. I can't refinance my house or move in-- move into a fixed
rate mortgage, because I owe more than the house is worth. My question is, what is your party
in Congress doing to help Americans like myself who are stuck in this home mortgage
process dilemma.

ERICA HILL:

And we want to toss this one to Congressman West, because I know in Florida, I believe, it's
46 percent of homes are under water.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Yeah, if-- it's an incredible situation down in Florida, where, of course, the subprime
mortgage industry really--took a toll. And I think the most important thing that we have to do
is from the policies we're creating up here is set the conditions by which we can reduce the
size and the scope of this federal government to get money back into your pockets. So that
you can stay into your home. So that you can have this job growth.

I think that one of the problems that we have seen, if you go back and you look at the
Community Reinvestment Redevelopment Act, you know, when government all of a sudden
got involved into the mortgage industry, I mean, soon or later, 30 years down the road, well,
you see what happens. When all of a sudden we start to take those-- those mortgage-backed
securities and we're selling them freely between banks and also to form banks, then we have
all this bad paper out there.

So, I think the most important thing is get back to sound economic principles that work. And
not come up with the band-aid-- remedies like this $8,000-- mortgage credit that we give,
which we saw really did not do anything to stimulate the-- the mortgage industry.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Senator-- I mean, Congressman?

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Well, I'm gonna say like Tom Coburn said. Why is this happening? It's happening because the
economy's in the tank. There's no confidence. People don't feel confident about the future. So,
they're not going out and taking a risk and buying a home and therefore bringing your home
value up.

So, this is a symptom of a bad economy. So, let's fix the economy. And there's a lot of things
I hope we can get into about what is necessary to get this economy growing. Because
Washington's throwing a bunch of programs at you. And it's still not working. It's cost a lot of



taxpayer liability. There's no substitute for economic growth and confidence in this economy
to bring that market back up so you're not under water any more.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

All right. Let's go-- to-- Robert Johnson. Who has-- I think a fairly interesting question here.
Mr. Johnson?

ROBERT JOHNSON:

Thank you, Bob. Good morning. There's a lot of agreement that we need to balance the budget
and reduce the deficit. How realistic are we in achieving those goals if we do not reinstate or
raise at least some taxes?

BOB SCHIEFFER:

I want to ask-- Senator Colburn to ask that question, because Senator Colburn voted against
the continuation of the Bush tax cuts last December. Kind of got the Republican reservation
there. He wanted them offset. So, should taxes be off the table, Senator Coburn?

(OVERTALK)

SEN. TOM COBURN:

No, I don't think so. Look-- there's two answers to your question. One is a policy question.
And the other's a political. How-- how do we with the divided government we have today fix
our problems without agreeing that we're gonna have to give something to get what we want.
And growing the economy to markedly enhance the revenues shouldn't be anathema--
anathema to--to Republicans.

So, if in fact we need to do all these spending reductions-- and I'd love for us to have time to
really talk about it. Because I can-- I can give you $8 out of the $9 trillion I'm gonna propose.
But if we're gonna do it, you're gonna-- for those that are locked in politically to those
programs, you're gonna have to give 'em somethin'. So, we-- we're at historically low --
values, as far as the percentage of the G.D.P. that comes from revenue from American
taxpayers.

That's part of our problem. We're also at a historical high, in terms of spending. That's the
bigger part of our problem. What we have to do is pull those both together. If we're gonna get
back to it. The-- 18.8 percent is about the max you're ever gonna collect, unless you have a
boom like the-- the dotcom bubble. But we need to solve that political problem and be
realistic to know that for us to get a solution to the problem, both sides are gonna have to give
something.

Now, what's the policy question? The policy question is is how do you drive the economy
with the government taking a larger and larger share out of the economy? And the answer to
that is is eliminate things that are not legitimate roles for the federal government. Going back
to the question of homes. Where do you find in the Constitution the authority for the federal
government to be in the home loan business?

I mean, it's not there. And the reason we're at risk today, the reason our children are at risk, is
because we've abandoned constitutional principles. We've abandoned the enumerated powers.



And we've decided to do things that our founders in the--in our best interest would never
work in terms of a republic.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

All right. We're gonna take a break here.

ERICA HILL:

(UNINTEL) we're gonna take a quick break. But there will be more. Don't worry. Our town
hall on the economy continues. With more questions from our studio audience and also from
you at home. Stick with us. You're watching the Early Show on CBS.

ERICA HILL:

We are back now with our panel of Republican leaders. Senator Tom Coburn, Governor Nikki
Haley, Congressman Allen West, and Congressman Paul Ryan.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

And we want to bring in our CBS News--business and economics correspondent, Rebecca
Jarvis, who is following the questions we have been getting online. Rebecca?

REBECCA JARVIS:

Bob, thank you. And this first question comes from Facebook. It was submitted to us from
Suzanne Thornton of Cushing, Texas. And she asks, "Under the Democrat president, Clinton,
we had a surplus. Under a Republican president, Bush, it disappeared and turned into a deficit.
So, why should we hand our country back over to Republicans?" Governor Haley, why don't
you take this one?

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

You know-- I think what we first have to understand is both parties made a mistake. I mean,
both parties did not handle the government responsibly the way they should. We have got to--
and-- and in reference to what the Senator said, we do have to cut taxes. In South Carolina,
we have an economy where I have basically said, "Government was intended to secure the
rights and freedoms of the people. It was never intended to be all things to all people."

So, what we did was we said, "This is gonna hurt, but we're gonna get back to the basics. And
we're gonna get strong again. And we're gonna do it independently of the federal
government." And a lot of that is we are cutting unemployment taxes for employers. We are
cutting down the weeks for employees on what they get in terms of unemployment taxes. But
we are incentivizing those that are successful to want to be more successful.

And we have to remember that when you give businesses cash flow, when you give them
profit margins, what's the first thing they do? They hire people. So, your goal has to be on
jobs. It has to be on job creation. And it has to be on the fact that when you know both parties
have messed up, guess what that brought about? The rise of the Tea Party, which were upset
with both parties. That said, "We want to take our government back. We're gonna do it. Now
it's government's responsibility to control the spending and know the value of the dollar."



BOB SCHIEFFER:

Governor-- can I just ask you this question. Corporations are-- are turning in record profits
right now. But they don't seem to be hiring. So, doesn't that-- beg the question here, "Why
aren't they hiring? With-- with all these big profits coming--"

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

Well, you know, I'll tell you-- I'm proud to say that while the economy is taking a downward
turn-- nationally, in South Carolina it's going up. And the reason it's going up is because
unemployment's down for the fourth time in the row. They have a governor that's fighting for
jobs every day. We just passed TORT reform. We just passed Medicaid reform. With just
passed that every legislator had to start voting on the record. I mean, we're doing things that
are giving companies confidence.

Confidence one to come to South Carolina. We are fighting the unions every step of the way.
We are a strong right to work state. We're gonna stay that way. That's what gives a company
confidence to come and say, "This is a state where we can make money. This is a state where
we can invest and know that we're right to hire." And then they say in-- you know, and then
they come to stay. And my job as governor is to continue to keep communication with those
companies and say, "How do we help you expand?"

REBECCA JARVIS:

Representative Ryan, a lot of Governor Haley's response talks about jobs. And jobs are top of
mind for Americans. The most recent CBS News poll showed that 48 percent of Americans
think the most important thing is jobs and the economy. But just ten percent think it's the
deficit. That's what we mostly hear from Republicans. We hear more about the deficit than we
hear about jobs.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Well, I wouldn't suggest-- they're interrelated. These are the same issue. So, they're not
exclusive of one another. Jobs comes from economic growth. Economic growth gives us more
revenues, which helps us get down the deficit. The huge deficit we have is nothing more than
tomorrow's interest rate increases or tax rate increases.

So, when government runs huge deficits, like it is today, what that tells businesses who are
sitting on capital and not hiring, "Look out, my taxes are gonna go up tomorrow or we're
gonna have an inflation interest rate problem tomorrow." And so, it is these massive
deficates-- deficits that are showing businesses that there's an uncertain future, an uncertain
future with which they don't want to invest in.

And that is why a lot of businesses are-- sitting on capital. I had a roundtable in Kenosha with
business leaders last Thursday, (UNINTEL) two hours ago with business leaders. All of them
are telling me the same thing. "We don't know what's coming from government next. So many
new regulations coming down the pike."

(OVERTALK)

REBECCA JARVIS:



--coming from the consumer, though. There's no consumer demand for a lot of their products.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Say that again?

REBECCA JARVIS:

They don't know what's coming from the consumer. The demand that's coming from
American consumers is very weak, at this point. Which is why they're not creating the jobs to
sell the product or to manufacture it.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Consumption comes when people feel secure in their own lives. When people have jobs that
they are-- that they--they feel secure in. When they're not worried about losing their job. You
need to have a good economy that is producing jobs and giving security, economic security to
Americans, who then will go forward and act like consumers.

And so, what we have right now is a government that is giving so much uncertainty, tax rates
on successful small businesses under the President's plan, which is in law, is going as high as
44.8 percent on successful small businesses. Most of our jobs don't come from the big
corporations. They come from these successful small businesses. And when we're gonna be
raising their taxes as much as President Obama is proposing, that puts a chilling effect on job
ncreation.

When we raise and borrow all this money, 42 cents out of every dollar coming out of
Washington, it's borrowed. 47 percent is coming from other countries like China. This is not a
future in which people, businesses or consumers, feel confident in the American economy.
We gotta deal with these issues, so we can feel confident and get this job creation back on.

REBECCA JARVIS:

There's-- there's obviously a vicious cycle here. And it doesn't help--

REP. PAUL RYAN:

That's right.

REBECCA JARVIS:

--that the U.S. economy is absolutely a consumer-driven economy. You talk about the
importance of confidence. You talk a lot about small businesses. But going back to large
businesses who are sitting on this cash.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

That's right.

REBECCA JARVIS:

Isn't one of the major issues also that they have learned how to do more with less. And it is
not in their interest to hire people. Is there any way you can change that?



REP. PAUL RYAN:

Well, first of all, predictability. I think large businesses-- first of all, we're in the international
economy, whether we like it or not? And we have to recognize, if we tax our employers, our
producers a lot more than our foreign competitors tax theirs, they win, we lose. Right now, we
have the highest corporate tax rate now that Japan is lowering theirs than any other
industrialized country.

Right now, we are taxing our businesses, our manufacturers in America, a lot more than our
foreign competitors tax theirs. And what is the government telling them? "You're gonna pay
higher taxes." What is the government doing? Running up record deficits that mean even
higher taxes. So, even though the president's proposing over $2 trillion in new tax increases on
these businesses, we still aren't solving our fiscal problem and it's putting a chilling effect on
hiring.

So, you're not gonna get good consumption in this country if you don't have good investment,
if you don't have confidence, if you don't have businesses out there not only keeping people
on the payroll, but adding to their payrolls. And so, we're in a vicious cycle and we want to
get on a virtuous cycle.

ERICA HILL:

All right, we're gonna have to stop this cycle right now. Because we need to take a quick
break. (LAUGH) When we come back, though, we do have several more questions to get to.
So, stay with us here at the Early Show.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

And still ahead more of your questions for our panel of Republican-elected officials, as we
continue a CBS News town hall on the economy.

ERICA HILL:

This is the Early Show on CBS. Your local news is next.

ERICA HILL:

Welcome back to this special hour of the Early Show. A town hall on the economy, the
Republican view.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Joining us-- Senator Tom Coburn, Governor Nikki Haley, Congressman Allen West, and
Congressman Paul Ryan. And next--we have a little question about taxes. Senator Colburn,
I'm gonna ask this one be directed to you and it comes from Crystal Grant.

CRYSTAL GRANT:

Greetings. I'm originally from Boiling Springs, South Carolina. So, greetings to you,
Governor Haley. My question is about compromise. With low and middleclass Americans
making sacrifices every day and the deficit growing exponentially, it seems difficult to justify



tax breaks for millionaires and billionaires. Are you open to considering-- maybe tax--
returning to previous levels for those making over $500,000 a year versus a $250,000 level?

SEN. TOM COBURN:

Well, I-- I think my-- my approach would be we've gotta find a compromise. I don't like that.
Because-- when you-- when you do that, what you're doing is taking investment capital that's
not gonna go into a small business or a medium-sized business. You're-- you're taking capital
away and saying the government can spend the money better. The-- the fact is is if we were to
lower tax rates we could actually generate increased revenue.

And that's what we had proposed, in terms of the president's deficit commission. That's what
the gang of six was working on. You know, we-- we can increase taxes a trillion dollars by
lowering tax rates and gettin' rid of things like the ethanol blenders credit that you all pay $6
billion a year for and then go to the pump and pay another Hun-- $1.72 a gallon in subsidies
for ethanol-blended gasoline. I mean, we have a trillion dollars worth of tax earmarks in the
tax code that are special favors across-- and some are not, but the vast majority are special
favors.

We ought to eliminate those, lower the tax rate, so people can have the confidence and the
expectation that they know what they're gonna pay. So, I'm not against increasing the
revenues of the federal government. But I-- we ought to do it in a way that actually increases
jobs and increases wealth and increases prosperity. But combined with that, you have to
decrease the size of the federal government. The size of the federal government is double
what it was ten years ago. We just simply can't afford it.

I mean, you-- you just said, in your statement, you have to live within your means. And the
federal government has refused to do that. And-- and we're incompetent in Congress to
address the issues. A couple examples, if I can take some time. We have 80 economic
development programs-- we have 188 total. We have 80 within four agencies. Not one of
those economic development programs has had-- ever had a measurement on it to see if it was
actually effective in developing ec-- the economy. Not one time have we ever looked at it.

And the cost-- for that money, that's $6.6 billion that goes for that. We don't know what--
wouldn't we be better off having that $6.6 billion in the states like Governor Haley. And say,
"Here, do economic development with the money the way you think you ought to do it, rather
than us in Washington, where we don't actually know how to do it."

BOB SCHIEFFER:

What would be your take on that, Mr. West?

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Well, I think it's very simple. And--and understand, four years ago, I was sitting in a desert
and Kandahar, Afghanistan. So, I bring a very common-sense perspective. And being in the
military is-- is simple. You know, we don't reinforce with additional resources where we're
gonna lose those resources. And so, I think until we up here in the federal government can
show that we can be fiscally responsible with the resources of the American taxpayers. Then
we should not be asking to-- to get increased resources.

See, one of the problems is when you have tax cuts, but then you grow government, that's



how you take a surplus, you turn it into a deficit. But it's not just the tax rates. It's all of the
additional taxes that make up a marginal tax rate. So, the next thing you know, you've got the
dividends tax, you've got your capital gains tax, you've got your estate tax. You've got all of
the other taxes you may have at the state level, even down at the local level. And now what
we're talking about is a marginal tax rate for people that can be anywhere from 60 up to 70
percent.

And even when John F. Kennedy took over as president, and he saw a marginal tax rate on
those top-- income tax brackets of 91 percent, he said, "That's too high." And he cut it down
to 71 percent. So, when you're talking about growing the economy, once again, investment,
ingenuity, and innovation does not come from Capital Hill, does not come from Washington,
D.C. It comes from the people down here.

And we have to set those fiscal and economic policies that promote that. And we have to get
spending in line with revenues. 18 to 20 percent. That's where it is. We need to cap that
federal government spending at about 20 percent. Right now, federal government spending, as
per G.D.P. is 25 percent. And with the Obama budget, it's programmed to go above 30
percent. And you cannot continue to go on that path, if you want to have long-term,
sustainable economic and job growth.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Let me-- let me ask you-- the three members of-- of Congress here, you've been here since
January. The best to my knowledge, you've done absolutely nothing. There's no jobs program.
You've got unemployment at 9.-- 1 percent. Why is that?

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Well, we have divided government now. First of all, what happened the last two years--

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Well, there's always been divided government.

(OVERTALK)

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Well, (UNINTEL) jobs program is a trillion dollars when you add the borrowing cost in
stimulus. Remember what stimulus was supposed to do. It was supposed to keep
unemployment from going above eight percent. We're at 9.1. We went as high as 9.8 percent.
What else happened? Our tax increase, $800 billion in tax increases with the president's health
care law. The health care law passed, which is basically the government taking over 17
percent of our economy.

We've got new energy regulations coming through, putting a chilling effect on American-
made energy to lower our-- our gas prices. And so, with so much has come from the
government in the last two years, I believe that that is a gre-- greatest reason why the
economy's not growing. What have we done since January? In the House of Representatives,
where the two of us work. We've passed a budget to reform this tax system, make people take
away tax shelters from higher income individuals in exchange for lower tax rates (UNINTEL)
businesses to create jobs.



BOB SCHIEFFER:

Congressman, not to be argumentative, but you passed something that you knew there wasn't
one chance that the Senate was gonna chance.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Well, it would be nice if the Senate tried to pass a budget. It's been 775 days since the Senate
even bothered trying to pass a budget.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

But wouldn't it be good to try to find some way to compromise on these--

REP. PAUL RYAN:

That's why we've said--

BOB SCHIEFFER:

--things to kind of get the people at the same table and say, "Here's something we want to do.
Here's something you want to do. Instead of passing these things that people know will never
get agreed to by the other house."

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Well, I'll give you another great example. Our office came up with HR-16-63. Which is the--
Small Business Encouragement Act. And what it says is in the previous fiscal year, if you're a
small business that has revenues of $20 million or less. You have $100 employees or less.
We're talking about extending the work-- opportunity tax credit for 2012 and 2013 which says
we'll give you $6,000 if you hire a person off the unemployment rolls.

And if you're in a county that has a double-digit unemployment rate, you get an additional
$6,000. And now those are the type of things we're looking to do to help small businesses get
out there, encourage them and incentivize them to hire people. It's sitting in the Ways and
Means Committee. And-- hopefully, they'll get it passed and we'll get it in the House floor
and then we'll get over to the Senate. And hopefully they-- they'll pass that and it'll get on the
president's table--

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Senator?

REP. ALLEN WEST:

--before we recess.

SEN. TOM COBURN:

Well, I think-- Bob, I think what you're describing is-- is a system of the careerism that has
invaded and



perhaps been here a long time. The goal is the next election, not the next generation right now
in Washington.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Absolutely.

SEN. TOM COBURN:

It-- we're more interested in political careers than we are fixing the very real and urgent
problems in front of our country. The Senate has-- this is the lowest level of votes the Senate
has had in my seven years and the lowest level of votes in 25 years.

And the reason we're not voting is people don't want to take a vote, because they might have
to defend it. So, rather than come up here and do the job and have the courage and the honor
to go out and defend your votes, what we do is we just don't vote.

ERICA HILL:

How do you change that? How do you change that, Senator.

(OVERTALK)

ERICA HILL:

But leadership-- leadership continues--

REP. PAUL RYAN:

We've put ideas on the table.

ERICA HILL:

--to change.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

We've passed ideas in the House. We've said, "Here's how we think we balance the budget.
Here's how we save Medicare. Here's how we create jobs." We're putting these bills out there.
We're passing these bills, because we think you need to do is lead with your ideas, defend
your ideas. And what we're having is basically the crickets are chirping. We're not seeing any
action from any of our legislative partners on the other side of the aisle.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Governor Haley ca-- looks like she'd like to comment here.

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

I have to say this. Because while--

BOB SCHIEFFER:



From outside Washington.

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

While D.C. is-- is totally-- in chaos. And has-- (LAUGH) is just-- not doing anything. The
states can't wait. We have to lead. And so, what I would beg of both the Congress and the
Senate, which I think everybody should agree on is give us flexibility. Quit mandating any
expend-- any spending down. Medicaid alone is a quarter of South Carolina's budget. Give us
the ability to decide what the health care needs are of our citizens. When it comes to any
education mandates, let us decide how to educate our kids. When it comes to any of the health
care, let us decide our health care. And (UNINTEL) and Medicaid is huge for us.

(OVERTALK)

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

--and I know that the Congressman has done that, as well. And-- and they've been helpful,
these are things that can really make a difference. So, you know-- I have said D.C. is just
dysfunctional right now. But all I would beg is that those things can be done right away.
Those are things that y'all could pass hat would make a huge difference with our states. That
we could continue to function and lead for our people, while y'all figured everything else out.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Let-- let me just ask Senator Coburn to wrap this up. 'Cause I think he hit the nail on the head
here. Is there any way to change this, Senator? I mean, will we sill a change in our lifetime?

SEN. TOM COBURN:

Yeah, I think American people need to change it, though. I-- I'm convinced--

REP. PAUL RYAN:

That's why we're here.

SEN. TOM COBURN:

--that Washington is-- its main focus is short-term political expediency. And the reason our
country's at risk is because we think short term and about the next election, rather than
thinking about the future of our country. You know, the reason I'll stand up as a conservative
Republican, one of the biggest deficit (UNINTEL) in Congress and say, "I'll negotiate on
taxes." Because our country's in trouble.

And if we don't, we're gonna lose the very limited future that's in front of us today and
somebody else is gonna tell us where we're gonna spend our money. It isn't gonna be the
American people. It's gonna be the bond holders throughout the world.

REBECCA JARVIS:

So, Senator Coburn, do we go the direction, then, of the United Kingdom and employ
austerity measures and face, potentially, a toxic environment. That's what the Bank of
England just said. A toxic environment where there's slow growth and inflation, taking place



at the same time?

SEN. TOM COBURN:

No, you do both. You do both. There's no question if what-- first of all, every dollar the
federal government spends doesn't give the same bang in the-- for the buck in the economy.
And I can show you about $5 trillion that gives us a negative return on the dollars that we
spend. So, if we're gonna spend money as a federal government, then we ought to be spending
it where we get an economic

multiplier of $2 or $3.

The problem with the stimulus bill, there was only $46 billion out of almost $900 billion that
actually had any productive change in terms of economic multiplier in the whole stimulus
bill. No wonder it failed. We said it was gonna fail. Because it did not create jobs that then
created more jobs. So-- this isn't hard. What-- what is hard is to come to the realization that
career politicians in this country are killing this country.

 

ERICA HILL:

We-- and with that, we actually have to move on to the next topic. Although we could talk
about this for a long time. And this comes from Leslie who's in our audience. Leslie has a
question about Medicare.

LESLIE SIDDELEY:

Hi there. I'm 48 years old. So, I'm in the age group that would be impacted to the changes to
the Medicare program under the so-called Ryan Plan. I'm also the caretaker of an elderly
parent. It's common in my age group. How can I be certain that Medicare will be affordable
for me when it comes time for me to retire? Especially considering I've been paying in for 30
years.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

I'm the Ryan guy. (LAUGH) I guess I'll answer the question. A few facts that are not in
dispute. Fact number one, we have 10,000 baby boomers retiring every day and fewer
workers coming in to pay taxes to pay for the program. Fact number two, health care costs,
they're skyrocketing at about four times the rate of inflation, which is threatening Medicare's
current ability to provide affordable accessible care.

Fact number three, all the independent ex--experts agree, Medicare's going bankrupt.
Medicare along with Social Security, I would argue, are the most important federal programs
we have. And so, what we want to do is save and strengthen the program. Here's what we
say. Number one, if you have retired already or if you're 55 and above and you're about to
retire, government made a promise to you. We should keep that promise.

So, we say, "Don't change the program for anybody above the age of 55." But in order to be
able to do that. In order to cash flow that promise, prevent that bankruptcy from hitting my
mom who's on Medicare. You know, my mom and I took care of my grandmother when she
was on Alzheimer's on Medicare. It's very important to me, personally, as well. You've got to



fix it for the next generation, if you want to keep it for the current generation. And the way in
which we propose to fix it for 54 and below are to have a system that works like the one we
have in Congress.

Like the one that President Clinton's bipartisan commission to save Medicare proposed in the
late 1990s. It's an idea that's had bipartisan support in the past. It's called premium support. It
works just like Medicare Advantage today. Medicare prescription drugs. Medicare
supplemental. You get a list of plans that Medicare preapproves that are guaranteed coverage
options that you select from.

These plans compete against each other for your business. And then Medicare subsidizes that
plan based on who you are. If you're a wealthy person, we don't think tax payers should
subsidizes their health care as much as everybody else. If you're a lower income person or if
you're a person who keeps getting sicker, we think we should have increased subsidies. And
so, what we say, is starting for the 54 and below crowd, when they turn 65, is take what we
spend per person on Medicare, apply it to these people and adjust it like I said. Less for the
wealthy, more for the poor and the sick, so that they can

have plans to choose from and use choice and competition.

Here's the alternative. The president passed a law, it's in law, Obamacare, I know people don't
like it being called Obamacare. The current health care law raids half a trillion dollars from
Medicare to spend on this new health care law. And then it puts a board of 15 unelected,
unaccountable bureaucrats in charge of cutting Medicare for current seniors through price
controls, which will lead to providers dropping care, which will lead to rationing, which will
hurt the actual program for current seniors.

We repeal the rationing board. We repeal the raid of Medicare. We think Medicare funds
should go to Medicare, not other programs. How many times have you heard that since Social
Security? And then we save it for the next generation, so that we can cash flow the promise
and keep it for the current generation. So, when you turn 65, you'll have a program that will
be there for you. At--at the rate-- at the age you are, 48, I'm not that much younger than you.
It's not gonna be there for us if we don't do anything to save it.

It is going bankrupt. The sooner we act on this, the better off we are. And the more gradual
the necessary reforms are. It will be British austerity. It will be painful benefit cuts to current
seniors, tax increases on everybody like young people that slows down our economy, if we
keep kickin' the can down the road. And it is a political careerism around here that has put is
in the mess we are in. And you need leaders to step up and stop doing this.

We put a plan out there. I don't expect everybody to like the plan. But at least we put a plan
out there. And I would love to see our partners on the other side of the aisle put their
alternative plans out there, so we can get to the business of actually solving this problem.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

We need to kick this can over to Rebecca for the next-- (UNINTEL) Rebecca.

REBECCA JARVIS:

Well, we have a question from Brian Olfey, from Post Falls, Idaho. He sent it via email. He
says, "Considering the fact that the U.S. Government is the nation's largest employer, how do



you expect to cut $2 trillion from the budget without sending the jobless rate through the roof?
" And-- Representative West, why don't you take it?

REP. ALLEN WEST:

I think it's important for us to-- as we say, we gotta get back to understanding what are the
essential functions of the federal government? One of the questions I asked when I got up
here, 'cause I'm a newbie, I've been here since the 5th of January. Never held any type of
public office before. But it's-- once again, it's a common-sense approach. It's a very
disciplined approach that the military-- teaches you. 13 appropriations bills come out of the--
the House of Representatives. What's the priority? No one could answer that.

And that's why I wrote a letter over to the House Appropriations chairman-- Hal Rodgers.
Why don't we have a tiered progress-- program so that we say, "These are the priorities." And
then we can understand from the bottom up. We can start to refine. We can start to cut. And
get the federal government back into its essential functions. So, I think that, you know, we can
have this bureaucratic

nanny state. That grows up here in Washington, D.C.

And if you continue to have that, you're gonna continue to have the separation between the
revenues that are coming in and the spending that is going out. And so, what we've seen in the
past three years, $1.42 trillion. $1.29 trillion. And now $1.65 trillion of deficits. So, we have
to make the hard decisions up here. And I think that's one of the reasons why persons like the
governor and myself, we're not career politicians. And we're bringing a perspective that is
totally different and outside of the beltway.

REBECCA JARVIS:

Coming back to the question--

(OVERTALK)

REP. ALLEN WEST:

--we've got to make a change.

REBECCA JARVIS:

Coming back to the question, though, of jobs. We are facing a new reality. We are a facing a
reality--

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Government does not create jobs. The private sector creates jobs. And if we continue--

REBECCA JARVIS:

And we are looking at--

REP. ALLEN WEST:

--to-- if we continue to--



REBECCA JARVIS:

--a private sector right now that's not doing it.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

You're not--

(OVERTALK)

REBECCA JARVIS:

They're shipping them overseas.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

--conditions for the private sector to grow. You're not setting the conditions.

REBECCA JARVIS:

Well, let me tell you what the conditions are--

(OVERTALK)

REP. ALLEN WEST:

--business tax rate of 35 percent. The highest in the world. Who is going to be able to create a
job in the United States of America, bring production and manufacturing back to this country,
if you're pushing them away?

REBECCA JARVIS:

Well, Ford Motor Company, for example--

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Ford Motor Company did not take--

REBECCA JARVIS:

--is creating jobs.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

--any bailout money and they created jobs.

REBECCA JARVIS:

Exactly. They are.

REP. ALLEN WEST:



Great company.

REBECCA JARVIS:

They're creating 7,000 jobs here over the next two years. But they're also building a third of
their cars and producing a third of their cars for the Asian market by 2020. That means the
market is changing, the world is changing. People overseas are the primary customers of U.S.
businesses.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Absolutely. And that's why--

REBECCA JARVIS:

If they are building cars for foreign counterparts, why aren't they building them in foreign
countries? That's exactly what they are doing. How do you work against fate?

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Well, I don't think we're working against fate. I think the thing is once-- I look at the Panama
Canal. The Panama Canal is gonna be expanding in 2014 to bring in larger cargo ships. We
happen to have a little thing in my district called Port Everglades, brought in $98 billion of
revenue last year. I've already had meetings with the-- senior representative from Hong Kong
and also--Consular General from Taiwan who want to have increased trade and increased
revenue comin' out of South Florida with small business owners.

Those are the type of things we're looking to do. How can we increase our production, our
manufacturing, our export to some of these foreign markets. But right now, we don't have the
right type of economic and fiscal policies. It comes back to the one word we keep saying over
and over again. Certainty.

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

Well, I-- I think we've missed talking about the fact that the National Labor Relations Board,
when you've got a president that allows the National Labor Relations Board to actually sue an
American company for creating jobs, you are actually incentivizing companies to do business
overseas. That was huge. And that is right at the heart of what we're saying. If we have to
create jobs, government can't be the one stopping them.

I mean, President Obama can't say on one side, "I am for job creation." And on the other side,
sue one of the companies that is trying to create thousands of jobs. They created a thousand
jobs in South Carolina all while expanding 2,000 more jobs in Washington. And they still
sued them. That sends a terrible message to our companies. And a terrible message-- when I
was at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, we had a Canadian company that said, "I'm not doing
anything until I see what happens with this lawsuit."

ERICA HILL:

We're gonna have to leave it there. (LAUGH) Stay with us, though. We'll be back again in
just a moment.



(OFF-MIC CONVERSATION)

ERICA HILL:

We are back with time for one quick final question, a yes or no if you can. Do you believe the
debt ceiling will be raised?

REP. PAUL RYAN:

I do believe so, if for every dollar of borrowing, we cut more than a dollar's worth of
spending.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Not without spending control measures.

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

Only with deep spending cuts and spending caps going forward.

SEN. TOM COBURN:

I agree with the governor.

ERICA HILL:

Okay. There's not a yes or no in any of those answers. (LAUGH)

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Yes, but. Yes, but.

ERICA HILL:

But they were all short. And we appreciate that. We appreciate all your time today.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Thanks to all of you.

VARIOUS:

You're welcome. Thank you.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Very, very interesting. We all learned a lot. Thank you.

ERICA HILL:

Our panel again. Congressman Paul Ryan, Congressman Allen West, Governor Nikki Haley,
and Senator Tom Coburn.



BOB SCHIEFFER:

And thanks to our studio audience out there. And our host, the-- night studio at the Newseum
here in Washington.

ERICA HILL:

If you missed any bit of it or maybe you'd just like to see it all again, you can view the entire
town hall at YouTube.com/CBS or on our website at EarlyShow.CBSNews.com. And also be
sure to log on to CBSNews.com for a special Washington unplugged with reaction from our
town hall. Have a great day, everyone. Thanks for being with us.

 

 
Craig J. Smith, Field Representative
U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, MD
100 N. Broadway, Ste. 1820
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
(405) 231-4941 office
(405) 231-5051 fax
www.coburn.senate.gov
 

 

http://coburn.senate.gov/public/


From: Aaron Cooper
To: julie.curtin@ ; brooke.carrillo  Lopez, Dave; Jason_McCarty@odoc.state.ok.us;

Schmidt, Beth
Cc: Alex Weintz; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: ICYMI: CBS Town Hall on the Economy on "The Early Show"
Date: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 12:54:00 PM

Received this e-mail from my friends in Senator Coburn’s office and wanted to share with you.
 
Very interesting idea and precisely the type of opportunity that would be great for our PR campaign.
 
Enjoy!
 
 

From: Smith, Craig (Coburn) [mailto:Craig_Smith@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 11:06 AM
To: Smith, Craig (Coburn)
Subject: ICYMI: CBS Town Hall on the Economy on "The Early Show"
 
 
Watch the full CBS Republican town hall on the state of our economy, hosted by Erica Hill, Bob
Schieffer, and Rebecca Jarvis:
 

“The reason we're at risk today, the reason our children are at risk, is because
we've abandoned constitutional principles. We've abandoned the enumerated

powers. And we've decided to do things that our founders --in our best
interest-- knew would never work in terms of a republic”- Dr. Coburn

 
Click to watch:

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us
mailto:Jason_McCarty@odoc.state.ok.us
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7370020n&tag=watchnow


 
Full transcript:
 

(CBS News' "The Early Show")

The following is a transcript of "TOWN HALL WITH REPUBLICAN LEADERS," which
took place Monday, June 13, 2011 at the Newseum in Washington D.C.

Participating were: South Carolina's Governor Nikki Haley, Florida Congressman Alan West,
Wisconsin Congressman Paul Ryan, architect of the House budget plan, and Oklahoma
Senator Tom Coburn

The event was hosted by "Face the Nation" anchor Bob Schieffer and "Early Show" co-anchor
Erica Hill, with CBS News business and economics correspondent Rebecca Jarvis.

ERICA HILL:

Hello and welcome to this special hour of the Early Show coming to you from the Newseum
in Washington, D.C. Our focus this morning, the economy. A town hall with Republican
leaders. Here to answer your questions, just as premi-- President Obama did in a similar
event last month. I'm Erica Hill, along with CBS News chief Washington correspondent and
host of Face the Nation, Bob Schieffer.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Hi, everybody. Well, we're here to talk with key Republican leaders this time about the
economy. According to a recent CBS News poll, 79 percent of Americans believe the
economy is bad. More than half of us are concerned about ourselves or someone in our
household losing their job.

ERICA HILL:

And unemployment, of course, is back above nine percent. Gas prices still around $4 a gallon
in many areas. And across the country, there are signs of a double dip in the housing market.
Major economic issues affecting millions of Americans. So, today, we've invited a cross-
section of folks to ask Republican leaders what they can do to alleviate some of that pain.
Folks have submitted their questions about the issues they find most important. And we'll also
be hearing from viewers who sent their questions in on line.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

So, basically, we know what the questions is, they don't. (LAUGH) But joining us are four
distinguished Republican officials. Beginning with Congressman Paul Ryan of Wisconsin. He,
of course, is chairman of the House Budget Committee and the author of the Republican
budget plan.

ERICA HILL:

Also with us, Florida Congressman Allen West and South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley,
who were both elected in the Republican wave from the 2010 Midterm Elections.



BOB SCHIEFFER:

And finally, Oklahoma Senator, Tom Colburn, who served with Congressman Ryan on the
president's-- deficit commission. We want to say welcome to all four of you.

VARIOUS:

Thank you. Thank you for having us. (APPLAUSE)

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Okay. So, let's get the-- let's get right to it. Our first question is from Trey Lewis. And this is
for all four of you on the panel here. So, Trey?

TRAE LEWIS:

Good morning, everyone. There are many ways that people as though President Obama isn't
using to stimulate and make the economy more robust. If you were in the position to do so,
what would be the one thing you would do to stimulate and grow the economy that President
Obama isn't doing?

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Start Congressman?

REP. PAUL RYAN:

One thing? (LAUGH)

ERICA HILL:

Well, 30 to 45 seconds each. You can each have time to answer.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

First of all, I-- I'd go in the opposite direction on spending, on taxes, on debt and deficits. Get
rid of all the uncertainty in the economy. He's promising huge tax increases on successful
small businesses. I wouldn't do that. Keep taxes low and get spending under control so we
don't have a debt crisis. If we have a debt crisis and we have a huge interest rate increase. We
have an inflation problem. That's causing uncertainty in the economy. It's making it harder for
businesses to create jobs. So, I would go in a different direction than he has gone on fiscal
policy. And that's exactly what we've done in the house. Is offered a different direction on
fiscal policy. Keep taxes and spending low, not high.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

I think the exact same thing we Paul is talking about is creating the economic and fiscal
policies that create confidence in the American consumer and also our small business owners.
What I see down in my district is the-- small businesses are the economic engine that drive
this country. But yet-- when you look at some of the regulations that are coming in and that's
restricting the access to capital for them to grow. And you look at some of the tax policies
which are gonna preclude them from hiring more Americans. When you drive by in South



Florida on U.S. Federal Highway 1, you see all

those closed storefronts. You just have to think about maybe there were six to eight
Americans that once occupied those storefronts.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Governor?

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

You know what I would like to see this president do is really lead and asked for a balanced
budget, which he has yet to do. And I think that's incredibly important. But from a governor's
perspective, everything I've tried to do to govern in South Carolina has been stopped by
President Obama. Whether it's how we're gonna deal with the health care crisis. He's
mandating more on our states and we can't afford it. Whether it's creating jobs. He's actually
got the National Labor Relations Board suing a great American company for creating jobs in
South Carolina.

Or when it comes to illegal immigration, he's stopping my labor director from allowing her to
enforce the laws that are in place. So, you know, the key is let the states have the flexibility
and the freedom they need to have. In order for us to govern, which at the end of the day is
really down to the states. The federal government needs to get out of the way. We need-- a
president that really understands, let the state understand what the Tenth Amendment's all
about. Let them have states rights and let them handle their states in the way they need to.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Senator?

SEN. TOM COBURN:

I-- I-- I think what needs to happen is we need to identify the real problem. And the real
problem is America's anxious. It doesn't have confidence about where we're goin'. And that's,
I think, a leadership deficit on behalf of my friend, President Obama. I think we need to talk
(UNINTEL) and honestly to the American public about the depth of our problems. They're
not unsolvable, but they're unsolvable until we address them and identify 'em.

And what Washington's big habit is we treat the symptoms of the problem rather than the
problem. And so, being honest and saying, "We don't have any choice. We have to eliminate
$9.7 trillion out of the federal government's expenditures over the next ten years to not go in
the tank. Now, they can dispute that, but that's the fact. And if anything short of that will not
solve the problem for your future or your children's future."

There's $2.5 trillion sittin' on the sideline in this country right now that could be invested if
people had confidence and clarity about the future. And I don't believe-- President Obama has
delivered that. And I think as soon as he does, you're gonna see a big turnaround in the
economy. Regardless of what we do on the other things. Is we've gotta have confidence that
we believe in our future. And I think that future is lacking, because we haven't had the
leadership to put-- put that forward.



BOB SCHIEFFER:

Well, that certainly-- gives you the Republican view of what's wrong with the economy right
now. So, that gives us--a place to start here. Erica?

ERICA HILL:

A nice overview. We want to move on to our next question now. Nancy Logan's an executive
assistant who's currently between jobs. And chances are Nancy may look familiar if you were
with us at last month's town hall. She was here. She asked the president-- pretty much the
same question. So, your chance now to ask it of Republican leaders.

NANCY LOGAN:

Thank you, Erica. Hello. I was given a three-year adjustable rate loan modification that ends
in less than a year. And the rate is likely to go up significantly, where I won't be able to afford
my monthly mortgage payment. I can't refinance my house or move in-- move into a fixed
rate mortgage, because I owe more than the house is worth. My question is, what is your party
in Congress doing to help Americans like myself who are stuck in this home mortgage
process dilemma.

ERICA HILL:

And we want to toss this one to Congressman West, because I know in Florida, I believe, it's
46 percent of homes are under water.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Yeah, if-- it's an incredible situation down in Florida, where, of course, the subprime
mortgage industry really--took a toll. And I think the most important thing that we have to do
is from the policies we're creating up here is set the conditions by which we can reduce the
size and the scope of this federal government to get money back into your pockets. So that
you can stay into your home. So that you can have this job growth.

I think that one of the problems that we have seen, if you go back and you look at the
Community Reinvestment Redevelopment Act, you know, when government all of a sudden
got involved into the mortgage industry, I mean, soon or later, 30 years down the road, well,
you see what happens. When all of a sudden we start to take those-- those mortgage-backed
securities and we're selling them freely between banks and also to form banks, then we have
all this bad paper out there.

So, I think the most important thing is get back to sound economic principles that work. And
not come up with the band-aid-- remedies like this $8,000-- mortgage credit that we give,
which we saw really did not do anything to stimulate the-- the mortgage industry.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Senator-- I mean, Congressman?

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Well, I'm gonna say like Tom Coburn said. Why is this happening? It's happening because the



economy's in the tank. There's no confidence. People don't feel confident about the future. So,
they're not going out and taking a risk and buying a home and therefore bringing your home
value up.

So, this is a symptom of a bad economy. So, let's fix the economy. And there's a lot of things
I hope we can get into about what is necessary to get this economy growing. Because
Washington's throwing a bunch of programs at you. And it's still not working. It's cost a lot of
taxpayer liability. There's no substitute for economic growth and confidence in this economy
to bring that market back up so you're not under water any more.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

All right. Let's go-- to-- Robert Johnson. Who has-- I think a fairly interesting question here.
Mr. Johnson?

ROBERT JOHNSON:

Thank you, Bob. Good morning. There's a lot of agreement that we need to balance the budget
and reduce the deficit. How realistic are we in achieving those goals if we do not reinstate or
raise at least some taxes?

BOB SCHIEFFER:

I want to ask-- Senator Colburn to ask that question, because Senator Colburn voted against
the continuation of the Bush tax cuts last December. Kind of got the Republican reservation
there. He wanted them offset. So, should taxes be off the table, Senator Coburn?

(OVERTALK)

SEN. TOM COBURN:

No, I don't think so. Look-- there's two answers to your question. One is a policy question.
And the other's a political. How-- how do we with the divided government we have today fix
our problems without agreeing that we're gonna have to give something to get what we want.
And growing the economy to markedly enhance the revenues shouldn't be anathema--
anathema to--to Republicans.

So, if in fact we need to do all these spending reductions-- and I'd love for us to have time to
really talk about it. Because I can-- I can give you $8 out of the $9 trillion I'm gonna propose.
But if we're gonna do it, you're gonna-- for those that are locked in politically to those
programs, you're gonna have to give 'em somethin'. So, we-- we're at historically low --
values, as far as the percentage of the G.D.P. that comes from revenue from American
taxpayers.

That's part of our problem. We're also at a historical high, in terms of spending. That's the
bigger part of our problem. What we have to do is pull those both together. If we're gonna get
back to it. The-- 18.8 percent is about the max you're ever gonna collect, unless you have a
boom like the-- the dotcom bubble. But we need to solve that political problem and be
realistic to know that for us to get a solution to the problem, both sides are gonna have to give
something.

Now, what's the policy question? The policy question is is how do you drive the economy



with the government taking a larger and larger share out of the economy? And the answer to
that is is eliminate things that are not legitimate roles for the federal government. Going back
to the question of homes. Where do you find in the Constitution the authority for the federal
government to be in the home loan business?

I mean, it's not there. And the reason we're at risk today, the reason our children are at risk, is
because we've abandoned constitutional principles. We've abandoned the enumerated powers.
And we've decided to do things that our founders in the--in our best interest would never
work in terms of a republic.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

All right. We're gonna take a break here.

ERICA HILL:

(UNINTEL) we're gonna take a quick break. But there will be more. Don't worry. Our town
hall on the economy continues. With more questions from our studio audience and also from
you at home. Stick with us. You're watching the Early Show on CBS.

ERICA HILL:

We are back now with our panel of Republican leaders. Senator Tom Coburn, Governor Nikki
Haley, Congressman Allen West, and Congressman Paul Ryan.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

And we want to bring in our CBS News--business and economics correspondent, Rebecca
Jarvis, who is following the questions we have been getting online. Rebecca?

REBECCA JARVIS:

Bob, thank you. And this first question comes from Facebook. It was submitted to us from
Suzanne Thornton of Cushing, Texas. And she asks, "Under the Democrat president, Clinton,
we had a surplus. Under a Republican president, Bush, it disappeared and turned into a deficit.
So, why should we hand our country back over to Republicans?" Governor Haley, why don't
you take this one?

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

You know-- I think what we first have to understand is both parties made a mistake. I mean,
both parties did not handle the government responsibly the way they should. We have got to--
and-- and in reference to what the Senator said, we do have to cut taxes. In South Carolina,
we have an economy where I have basically said, "Government was intended to secure the
rights and freedoms of the people. It was never intended to be all things to all people."

So, what we did was we said, "This is gonna hurt, but we're gonna get back to the basics. And
we're gonna get strong again. And we're gonna do it independently of the federal
government." And a lot of that is we are cutting unemployment taxes for employers. We are
cutting down the weeks for employees on what they get in terms of unemployment taxes. But
we are incentivizing those that are successful to want to be more successful.



And we have to remember that when you give businesses cash flow, when you give them
profit margins, what's the first thing they do? They hire people. So, your goal has to be on
jobs. It has to be on job creation. And it has to be on the fact that when you know both parties
have messed up, guess what that brought about? The rise of the Tea Party, which were upset
with both parties. That said, "We want to take our government back. We're gonna do it. Now
it's government's responsibility to control the spending and know the value of the dollar."

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Governor-- can I just ask you this question. Corporations are-- are turning in record profits
right now. But they don't seem to be hiring. So, doesn't that-- beg the question here, "Why
aren't they hiring? With-- with all these big profits coming--"

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

Well, you know, I'll tell you-- I'm proud to say that while the economy is taking a downward
turn-- nationally, in South Carolina it's going up. And the reason it's going up is because
unemployment's down for the fourth time in the row. They have a governor that's fighting for
jobs every day. We just passed TORT reform. We just passed Medicaid reform. With just
passed that every legislator had to start voting on the record. I mean, we're doing things that
are giving companies confidence.

Confidence one to come to South Carolina. We are fighting the unions every step of the way.
We are a strong right to work state. We're gonna stay that way. That's what gives a company
confidence to come and say, "This is a state where we can make money. This is a state where
we can invest and know that we're right to hire." And then they say in-- you know, and then
they come to stay. And my job as governor is to continue to keep communication with those
companies and say, "How do we help you expand?"

REBECCA JARVIS:

Representative Ryan, a lot of Governor Haley's response talks about jobs. And jobs are top of
mind for Americans. The most recent CBS News poll showed that 48 percent of Americans
think the most important thing is jobs and the economy. But just ten percent think it's the
deficit. That's what we mostly hear from Republicans. We hear more about the deficit than we
hear about jobs.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Well, I wouldn't suggest-- they're interrelated. These are the same issue. So, they're not
exclusive of one another. Jobs comes from economic growth. Economic growth gives us more
revenues, which helps us get down the deficit. The huge deficit we have is nothing more than
tomorrow's interest rate increases or tax rate increases.

So, when government runs huge deficits, like it is today, what that tells businesses who are
sitting on capital and not hiring, "Look out, my taxes are gonna go up tomorrow or we're
gonna have an inflation interest rate problem tomorrow." And so, it is these massive
deficates-- deficits that are showing businesses that there's an uncertain future, an uncertain
future with which they don't want to invest in.

And that is why a lot of businesses are-- sitting on capital. I had a roundtable in Kenosha with
business leaders last Thursday, (UNINTEL) two hours ago with business leaders. All of them



are telling me the same thing. "We don't know what's coming from government next. So many
new regulations coming down the pike."

(OVERTALK)

REBECCA JARVIS:

--coming from the consumer, though. There's no consumer demand for a lot of their products.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Say that again?

REBECCA JARVIS:

They don't know what's coming from the consumer. The demand that's coming from
American consumers is very weak, at this point. Which is why they're not creating the jobs to
sell the product or to manufacture it.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Consumption comes when people feel secure in their own lives. When people have jobs that
they are-- that they--they feel secure in. When they're not worried about losing their job. You
need to have a good economy that is producing jobs and giving security, economic security to
Americans, who then will go forward and act like consumers.

And so, what we have right now is a government that is giving so much uncertainty, tax rates
on successful small businesses under the President's plan, which is in law, is going as high as
44.8 percent on successful small businesses. Most of our jobs don't come from the big
corporations. They come from these successful small businesses. And when we're gonna be
raising their taxes as much as President Obama is proposing, that puts a chilling effect on job
ncreation.

When we raise and borrow all this money, 42 cents out of every dollar coming out of
Washington, it's borrowed. 47 percent is coming from other countries like China. This is not a
future in which people, businesses or consumers, feel confident in the American economy.
We gotta deal with these issues, so we can feel confident and get this job creation back on.

REBECCA JARVIS:

There's-- there's obviously a vicious cycle here. And it doesn't help--

REP. PAUL RYAN:

That's right.

REBECCA JARVIS:

--that the U.S. economy is absolutely a consumer-driven economy. You talk about the
importance of confidence. You talk a lot about small businesses. But going back to large
businesses who are sitting on this cash.

REP. PAUL RYAN:



That's right.

REBECCA JARVIS:

Isn't one of the major issues also that they have learned how to do more with less. And it is
not in their interest to hire people. Is there any way you can change that?

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Well, first of all, predictability. I think large businesses-- first of all, we're in the international
economy, whether we like it or not? And we have to recognize, if we tax our employers, our
producers a lot more than our foreign competitors tax theirs, they win, we lose. Right now, we
have the highest corporate tax rate now that Japan is lowering theirs than any other
industrialized country.

Right now, we are taxing our businesses, our manufacturers in America, a lot more than our
foreign competitors tax theirs. And what is the government telling them? "You're gonna pay
higher taxes." What is the government doing? Running up record deficits that mean even
higher taxes. So, even though the president's proposing over $2 trillion in new tax increases on
these businesses, we still aren't solving our fiscal problem and it's putting a chilling effect on
hiring.

So, you're not gonna get good consumption in this country if you don't have good investment,
if you don't have confidence, if you don't have businesses out there not only keeping people
on the payroll, but adding to their payrolls. And so, we're in a vicious cycle and we want to
get on a virtuous cycle.

ERICA HILL:

All right, we're gonna have to stop this cycle right now. Because we need to take a quick
break. (LAUGH) When we come back, though, we do have several more questions to get to.
So, stay with us here at the Early Show.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

And still ahead more of your questions for our panel of Republican-elected officials, as we
continue a CBS News town hall on the economy.

ERICA HILL:

This is the Early Show on CBS. Your local news is next.

ERICA HILL:

Welcome back to this special hour of the Early Show. A town hall on the economy, the
Republican view.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Joining us-- Senator Tom Coburn, Governor Nikki Haley, Congressman Allen West, and
Congressman Paul Ryan. And next--we have a little question about taxes. Senator Colburn,



I'm gonna ask this one be directed to you and it comes from Crystal Grant.

CRYSTAL GRANT:

Greetings. I'm originally from Boiling Springs, South Carolina. So, greetings to you,
Governor Haley. My question is about compromise. With low and middleclass Americans
making sacrifices every day and the deficit growing exponentially, it seems difficult to justify
tax breaks for millionaires and billionaires. Are you open to considering-- maybe tax--
returning to previous levels for those making over $500,000 a year versus a $250,000 level?

SEN. TOM COBURN:

Well, I-- I think my-- my approach would be we've gotta find a compromise. I don't like that.
Because-- when you-- when you do that, what you're doing is taking investment capital that's
not gonna go into a small business or a medium-sized business. You're-- you're taking capital
away and saying the government can spend the money better. The-- the fact is is if we were to
lower tax rates we could actually generate increased revenue.

And that's what we had proposed, in terms of the president's deficit commission. That's what
the gang of six was working on. You know, we-- we can increase taxes a trillion dollars by
lowering tax rates and gettin' rid of things like the ethanol blenders credit that you all pay $6
billion a year for and then go to the pump and pay another Hun-- $1.72 a gallon in subsidies
for ethanol-blended gasoline. I mean, we have a trillion dollars worth of tax earmarks in the
tax code that are special favors across-- and some are not, but the vast majority are special
favors.

We ought to eliminate those, lower the tax rate, so people can have the confidence and the
expectation that they know what they're gonna pay. So, I'm not against increasing the
revenues of the federal government. But I-- we ought to do it in a way that actually increases
jobs and increases wealth and increases prosperity. But combined with that, you have to
decrease the size of the federal government. The size of the federal government is double
what it was ten years ago. We just simply can't afford it.

I mean, you-- you just said, in your statement, you have to live within your means. And the
federal government has refused to do that. And-- and we're incompetent in Congress to
address the issues. A couple examples, if I can take some time. We have 80 economic
development programs-- we have 188 total. We have 80 within four agencies. Not one of
those economic development programs has had-- ever had a measurement on it to see if it was
actually effective in developing ec-- the economy. Not one time have we ever looked at it.

And the cost-- for that money, that's $6.6 billion that goes for that. We don't know what--
wouldn't we be better off having that $6.6 billion in the states like Governor Haley. And say,
"Here, do economic development with the money the way you think you ought to do it, rather
than us in Washington, where we don't actually know how to do it."

BOB SCHIEFFER:

What would be your take on that, Mr. West?

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Well, I think it's very simple. And--and understand, four years ago, I was sitting in a desert



and Kandahar, Afghanistan. So, I bring a very common-sense perspective. And being in the
military is-- is simple. You know, we don't reinforce with additional resources where we're
gonna lose those resources. And so, I think until we up here in the federal government can
show that we can be fiscally responsible with the resources of the American taxpayers. Then
we should not be asking to-- to get increased resources.

See, one of the problems is when you have tax cuts, but then you grow government, that's
how you take a surplus, you turn it into a deficit. But it's not just the tax rates. It's all of the
additional taxes that make up a marginal tax rate. So, the next thing you know, you've got the
dividends tax, you've got your capital gains tax, you've got your estate tax. You've got all of
the other taxes you may have at the state level, even down at the local level. And now what
we're talking about is a marginal tax rate for people that can be anywhere from 60 up to 70
percent.

And even when John F. Kennedy took over as president, and he saw a marginal tax rate on
those top-- income tax brackets of 91 percent, he said, "That's too high." And he cut it down
to 71 percent. So, when you're talking about growing the economy, once again, investment,
ingenuity, and innovation does not come from Capital Hill, does not come from Washington,
D.C. It comes from the people down here.

And we have to set those fiscal and economic policies that promote that. And we have to get
spending in line with revenues. 18 to 20 percent. That's where it is. We need to cap that
federal government spending at about 20 percent. Right now, federal government spending, as
per G.D.P. is 25 percent. And with the Obama budget, it's programmed to go above 30
percent. And you cannot continue to go on that path, if you want to have long-term,
sustainable economic and job growth.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Let me-- let me ask you-- the three members of-- of Congress here, you've been here since
January. The best to my knowledge, you've done absolutely nothing. There's no jobs program.
You've got unemployment at 9.-- 1 percent. Why is that?

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Well, we have divided government now. First of all, what happened the last two years--

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Well, there's always been divided government.

(OVERTALK)

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Well, (UNINTEL) jobs program is a trillion dollars when you add the borrowing cost in
stimulus. Remember what stimulus was supposed to do. It was supposed to keep
unemployment from going above eight percent. We're at 9.1. We went as high as 9.8 percent.
What else happened? Our tax increase, $800 billion in tax increases with the president's health
care law. The health care law passed, which is basically the government taking over 17
percent of our economy.



We've got new energy regulations coming through, putting a chilling effect on American-
made energy to lower our-- our gas prices. And so, with so much has come from the
government in the last two years, I believe that that is a gre-- greatest reason why the
economy's not growing. What have we done since January? In the House of Representatives,
where the two of us work. We've passed a budget to reform this tax system, make people take
away tax shelters from higher income individuals in exchange for lower tax rates (UNINTEL)
businesses to create jobs.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Congressman, not to be argumentative, but you passed something that you knew there wasn't
one chance that the Senate was gonna chance.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Well, it would be nice if the Senate tried to pass a budget. It's been 775 days since the Senate
even bothered trying to pass a budget.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

But wouldn't it be good to try to find some way to compromise on these--

REP. PAUL RYAN:

That's why we've said--

BOB SCHIEFFER:

--things to kind of get the people at the same table and say, "Here's something we want to do.
Here's something you want to do. Instead of passing these things that people know will never
get agreed to by the other house."

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Well, I'll give you another great example. Our office came up with HR-16-63. Which is the--
Small Business Encouragement Act. And what it says is in the previous fiscal year, if you're a
small business that has revenues of $20 million or less. You have $100 employees or less.
We're talking about extending the work-- opportunity tax credit for 2012 and 2013 which says
we'll give you $6,000 if you hire a person off the unemployment rolls.

And if you're in a county that has a double-digit unemployment rate, you get an additional
$6,000. And now those are the type of things we're looking to do to help small businesses get
out there, encourage them and incentivize them to hire people. It's sitting in the Ways and
Means Committee. And-- hopefully, they'll get it passed and we'll get it in the House floor
and then we'll get over to the Senate. And hopefully they-- they'll pass that and it'll get on the
president's table--

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Senator?

REP. ALLEN WEST:



--before we recess.

SEN. TOM COBURN:

Well, I think-- Bob, I think what you're describing is-- is a system of the careerism that has
invaded and

perhaps been here a long time. The goal is the next election, not the next generation right now
in Washington.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Absolutely.

SEN. TOM COBURN:

It-- we're more interested in political careers than we are fixing the very real and urgent
problems in front of our country. The Senate has-- this is the lowest level of votes the Senate
has had in my seven years and the lowest level of votes in 25 years.

And the reason we're not voting is people don't want to take a vote, because they might have
to defend it. So, rather than come up here and do the job and have the courage and the honor
to go out and defend your votes, what we do is we just don't vote.

ERICA HILL:

How do you change that? How do you change that, Senator.

(OVERTALK)

ERICA HILL:

But leadership-- leadership continues--

REP. PAUL RYAN:

We've put ideas on the table.

ERICA HILL:

--to change.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

We've passed ideas in the House. We've said, "Here's how we think we balance the budget.
Here's how we save Medicare. Here's how we create jobs." We're putting these bills out there.
We're passing these bills, because we think you need to do is lead with your ideas, defend
your ideas. And what we're having is basically the crickets are chirping. We're not seeing any
action from any of our legislative partners on the other side of the aisle.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Governor Haley ca-- looks like she'd like to comment here.



GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

I have to say this. Because while--

BOB SCHIEFFER:

From outside Washington.

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

While D.C. is-- is totally-- in chaos. And has-- (LAUGH) is just-- not doing anything. The
states can't wait. We have to lead. And so, what I would beg of both the Congress and the
Senate, which I think everybody should agree on is give us flexibility. Quit mandating any
expend-- any spending down. Medicaid alone is a quarter of South Carolina's budget. Give us
the ability to decide what the health care needs are of our citizens. When it comes to any
education mandates, let us decide how to educate our kids. When it comes to any of the health
care, let us decide our health care. And (UNINTEL) and Medicaid is huge for us.

(OVERTALK)

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

--and I know that the Congressman has done that, as well. And-- and they've been helpful,
these are things that can really make a difference. So, you know-- I have said D.C. is just
dysfunctional right now. But all I would beg is that those things can be done right away.
Those are things that y'all could pass hat would make a huge difference with our states. That
we could continue to function and lead for our people, while y'all figured everything else out.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Let-- let me just ask Senator Coburn to wrap this up. 'Cause I think he hit the nail on the head
here. Is there any way to change this, Senator? I mean, will we sill a change in our lifetime?

SEN. TOM COBURN:

Yeah, I think American people need to change it, though. I-- I'm convinced--

REP. PAUL RYAN:

That's why we're here.

SEN. TOM COBURN:

--that Washington is-- its main focus is short-term political expediency. And the reason our
country's at risk is because we think short term and about the next election, rather than
thinking about the future of our country. You know, the reason I'll stand up as a conservative
Republican, one of the biggest deficit (UNINTEL) in Congress and say, "I'll negotiate on
taxes." Because our country's in trouble.

And if we don't, we're gonna lose the very limited future that's in front of us today and
somebody else is gonna tell us where we're gonna spend our money. It isn't gonna be the
American people. It's gonna be the bond holders throughout the world.



REBECCA JARVIS:

So, Senator Coburn, do we go the direction, then, of the United Kingdom and employ
austerity measures and face, potentially, a toxic environment. That's what the Bank of
England just said. A toxic environment where there's slow growth and inflation, taking place
at the same time?

SEN. TOM COBURN:

No, you do both. You do both. There's no question if what-- first of all, every dollar the
federal government spends doesn't give the same bang in the-- for the buck in the economy.
And I can show you about $5 trillion that gives us a negative return on the dollars that we
spend. So, if we're gonna spend money as a federal government, then we ought to be spending
it where we get an economic

multiplier of $2 or $3.

The problem with the stimulus bill, there was only $46 billion out of almost $900 billion that
actually had any productive change in terms of economic multiplier in the whole stimulus
bill. No wonder it failed. We said it was gonna fail. Because it did not create jobs that then
created more jobs. So-- this isn't hard. What-- what is hard is to come to the realization that
career politicians in this country are killing this country.

 

ERICA HILL:

We-- and with that, we actually have to move on to the next topic. Although we could talk
about this for a long time. And this comes from Leslie who's in our audience. Leslie has a
question about Medicare.

LESLIE SIDDELEY:

Hi there. I'm 48 years old. So, I'm in the age group that would be impacted to the changes to
the Medicare program under the so-called Ryan Plan. I'm also the caretaker of an elderly
parent. It's common in my age group. How can I be certain that Medicare will be affordable
for me when it comes time for me to retire? Especially considering I've been paying in for 30
years.

REP. PAUL RYAN:

I'm the Ryan guy. (LAUGH) I guess I'll answer the question. A few facts that are not in
dispute. Fact number one, we have 10,000 baby boomers retiring every day and fewer
workers coming in to pay taxes to pay for the program. Fact number two, health care costs,
they're skyrocketing at about four times the rate of inflation, which is threatening Medicare's
current ability to provide affordable accessible care.

Fact number three, all the independent ex--experts agree, Medicare's going bankrupt.
Medicare along with Social Security, I would argue, are the most important federal programs
we have. And so, what we want to do is save and strengthen the program. Here's what we
say. Number one, if you have retired already or if you're 55 and above and you're about to



retire, government made a promise to you. We should keep that promise.

So, we say, "Don't change the program for anybody above the age of 55." But in order to be
able to do that. In order to cash flow that promise, prevent that bankruptcy from hitting my
mom who's on Medicare. You know, my mom and I took care of my grandmother when she
was on Alzheimer's on Medicare. It's very important to me, personally, as well. You've got to
fix it for the next generation, if you want to keep it for the current generation. And the way in
which we propose to fix it for 54 and below are to have a system that works like the one we
have in Congress.

Like the one that President Clinton's bipartisan commission to save Medicare proposed in the
late 1990s. It's an idea that's had bipartisan support in the past. It's called premium support. It
works just like Medicare Advantage today. Medicare prescription drugs. Medicare
supplemental. You get a list of plans that Medicare preapproves that are guaranteed coverage
options that you select from.

These plans compete against each other for your business. And then Medicare subsidizes that
plan based on who you are. If you're a wealthy person, we don't think tax payers should
subsidizes their health care as much as everybody else. If you're a lower income person or if
you're a person who keeps getting sicker, we think we should have increased subsidies. And
so, what we say, is starting for the 54 and below crowd, when they turn 65, is take what we
spend per person on Medicare, apply it to these people and adjust it like I said. Less for the
wealthy, more for the poor and the sick, so that they can

have plans to choose from and use choice and competition.

Here's the alternative. The president passed a law, it's in law, Obamacare, I know people don't
like it being called Obamacare. The current health care law raids half a trillion dollars from
Medicare to spend on this new health care law. And then it puts a board of 15 unelected,
unaccountable bureaucrats in charge of cutting Medicare for current seniors through price
controls, which will lead to providers dropping care, which will lead to rationing, which will
hurt the actual program for current seniors.

We repeal the rationing board. We repeal the raid of Medicare. We think Medicare funds
should go to Medicare, not other programs. How many times have you heard that since Social
Security? And then we save it for the next generation, so that we can cash flow the promise
and keep it for the current generation. So, when you turn 65, you'll have a program that will
be there for you. At--at the rate-- at the age you are, 48, I'm not that much younger than you.
It's not gonna be there for us if we don't do anything to save it.

It is going bankrupt. The sooner we act on this, the better off we are. And the more gradual
the necessary reforms are. It will be British austerity. It will be painful benefit cuts to current
seniors, tax increases on everybody like young people that slows down our economy, if we
keep kickin' the can down the road. And it is a political careerism around here that has put is
in the mess we are in. And you need leaders to step up and stop doing this.

We put a plan out there. I don't expect everybody to like the plan. But at least we put a plan
out there. And I would love to see our partners on the other side of the aisle put their
alternative plans out there, so we can get to the business of actually solving this problem.

BOB SCHIEFFER:



We need to kick this can over to Rebecca for the next-- (UNINTEL) Rebecca.

REBECCA JARVIS:

Well, we have a question from Brian Olfey, from Post Falls, Idaho. He sent it via email. He
says, "Considering the fact that the U.S. Government is the nation's largest employer, how do
you expect to cut $2 trillion from the budget without sending the jobless rate through the roof?
" And-- Representative West, why don't you take it?

REP. ALLEN WEST:

I think it's important for us to-- as we say, we gotta get back to understanding what are the
essential functions of the federal government? One of the questions I asked when I got up
here, 'cause I'm a newbie, I've been here since the 5th of January. Never held any type of
public office before. But it's-- once again, it's a common-sense approach. It's a very
disciplined approach that the military-- teaches you. 13 appropriations bills come out of the--
the House of Representatives. What's the priority? No one could answer that.

And that's why I wrote a letter over to the House Appropriations chairman-- Hal Rodgers.
Why don't we have a tiered progress-- program so that we say, "These are the priorities." And
then we can understand from the bottom up. We can start to refine. We can start to cut. And
get the federal government back into its essential functions. So, I think that, you know, we can
have this bureaucratic

nanny state. That grows up here in Washington, D.C.

And if you continue to have that, you're gonna continue to have the separation between the
revenues that are coming in and the spending that is going out. And so, what we've seen in the
past three years, $1.42 trillion. $1.29 trillion. And now $1.65 trillion of deficits. So, we have
to make the hard decisions up here. And I think that's one of the reasons why persons like the
governor and myself, we're not career politicians. And we're bringing a perspective that is
totally different and outside of the beltway.

REBECCA JARVIS:

Coming back to the question--

(OVERTALK)

REP. ALLEN WEST:

--we've got to make a change.

REBECCA JARVIS:

Coming back to the question, though, of jobs. We are facing a new reality. We are a facing a
reality--

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Government does not create jobs. The private sector creates jobs. And if we continue--



REBECCA JARVIS:

And we are looking at--

REP. ALLEN WEST:

--to-- if we continue to--

REBECCA JARVIS:

--a private sector right now that's not doing it.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

You're not--

(OVERTALK)

REBECCA JARVIS:

They're shipping them overseas.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

--conditions for the private sector to grow. You're not setting the conditions.

REBECCA JARVIS:

Well, let me tell you what the conditions are--

(OVERTALK)

REP. ALLEN WEST:

--business tax rate of 35 percent. The highest in the world. Who is going to be able to create a
job in the United States of America, bring production and manufacturing back to this country,
if you're pushing them away?

REBECCA JARVIS:

Well, Ford Motor Company, for example--

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Ford Motor Company did not take--

REBECCA JARVIS:

--is creating jobs.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

--any bailout money and they created jobs.



REBECCA JARVIS:

Exactly. They are.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Great company.

REBECCA JARVIS:

They're creating 7,000 jobs here over the next two years. But they're also building a third of
their cars and producing a third of their cars for the Asian market by 2020. That means the
market is changing, the world is changing. People overseas are the primary customers of U.S.
businesses.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Absolutely. And that's why--

REBECCA JARVIS:

If they are building cars for foreign counterparts, why aren't they building them in foreign
countries? That's exactly what they are doing. How do you work against fate?

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Well, I don't think we're working against fate. I think the thing is once-- I look at the Panama
Canal. The Panama Canal is gonna be expanding in 2014 to bring in larger cargo ships. We
happen to have a little thing in my district called Port Everglades, brought in $98 billion of
revenue last year. I've already had meetings with the-- senior representative from Hong Kong
and also--Consular General from Taiwan who want to have increased trade and increased
revenue comin' out of South Florida with small business owners.

Those are the type of things we're looking to do. How can we increase our production, our
manufacturing, our export to some of these foreign markets. But right now, we don't have the
right type of economic and fiscal policies. It comes back to the one word we keep saying over
and over again. Certainty.

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

Well, I-- I think we've missed talking about the fact that the National Labor Relations Board,
when you've got a president that allows the National Labor Relations Board to actually sue an
American company for creating jobs, you are actually incentivizing companies to do business
overseas. That was huge. And that is right at the heart of what we're saying. If we have to
create jobs, government can't be the one stopping them.

I mean, President Obama can't say on one side, "I am for job creation." And on the other side,
sue one of the companies that is trying to create thousands of jobs. They created a thousand
jobs in South Carolina all while expanding 2,000 more jobs in Washington. And they still
sued them. That sends a terrible message to our companies. And a terrible message-- when I
was at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, we had a Canadian company that said, "I'm not doing
anything until I see what happens with this lawsuit."



ERICA HILL:

We're gonna have to leave it there. (LAUGH) Stay with us, though. We'll be back again in
just a moment.

(OFF-MIC CONVERSATION)

ERICA HILL:

We are back with time for one quick final question, a yes or no if you can. Do you believe the
debt ceiling will be raised?

REP. PAUL RYAN:

I do believe so, if for every dollar of borrowing, we cut more than a dollar's worth of
spending.

REP. ALLEN WEST:

Not without spending control measures.

GOV. NIKKI HALEY:

Only with deep spending cuts and spending caps going forward.

SEN. TOM COBURN:

I agree with the governor.

ERICA HILL:

Okay. There's not a yes or no in any of those answers. (LAUGH)

REP. PAUL RYAN:

Yes, but. Yes, but.

ERICA HILL:

But they were all short. And we appreciate that. We appreciate all your time today.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Thanks to all of you.

VARIOUS:

You're welcome. Thank you.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

Very, very interesting. We all learned a lot. Thank you.



ERICA HILL:

Our panel again. Congressman Paul Ryan, Congressman Allen West, Governor Nikki Haley,
and Senator Tom Coburn.

BOB SCHIEFFER:

And thanks to our studio audience out there. And our host, the-- night studio at the Newseum
here in Washington.

ERICA HILL:

If you missed any bit of it or maybe you'd just like to see it all again, you can view the entire
town hall at YouTube.com/CBS or on our website at EarlyShow.CBSNews.com. And also be
sure to log on to CBSNews.com for a special Washington unplugged with reaction from our
town hall. Have a great day, everyone. Thanks for being with us.
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Dear IT Innovator Grantees,

 

Drawing Down Funds:  Instructions to Grantees:
 
Background:
The Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) will perform four (4)
Gate Reviews during the course of each year of early innovator grant funding consistent the
Systems Development Life Cycle practices to monitor, assess, and guide grantees to ensure
the highest quality results are attained.
 

Gate Review 1:          Architecture Review (AR):                                   March 30 –April 1, 2011
Gate Review 2:          Project Baseline Review (PBR)                          May/June 2011

Gate Review 3:          Pre-Operational Readiness Review (PORR)                 September 2011

Gate Review 4:          Operational Readiness Review (ORR)            September/October 2012

 
Summary of Requirements:
CCIIO will review requests for a draw-down of funds to support the SDLC activities at the
time of the Gate Reviews.  The request is prospective for the obligations needed to get the
grantee through to the next gate review. Grantees may in the interim request a draw-down of
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The Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) will perform four (4) Gate Reviews during the course of each year of early innovator grant funding consistent the Systems Development Life Cycle practices to monitor, assess, and guide grantees to ensure the highest quality results are attained.



Gate Review 1:  	Architecture Review (AR): 			March 30 –April 1, 2011

Gate Review 2: 	Project Baseline Review (PBR) 		May/June 2011

Gate Review 3: 	Pre-Operational Readiness Review (PORR) 	September 2011

Gate Review 4: 	Operational Readiness Review (ORR)	September/October 2012



Summary of Requirements:

CCIIO will review requests for a draw-down of funds to support the SDLC activities at the time of the Gate Reviews.  The request is prospective for the obligations needed to get the grantee through to the next gate review. Grantees may in the interim request a draw-down of funds to support the activities of the Early Innovator IT Cooperative Agreement award.  Grantees will be required to submit to their Project Officer:  



1. A brief description of how the draw-down request supports the goals of the approved application’s scope of work and the specific SDLC cycle

2. Standard Form (SF) 424, a SF 424A, and a Budget Justification specific to the draw down request.   Use the link and attach the form to your request for draw down.  http://intranet.hhs.gov/forms/PHS/SF-424__Forms__SF-LLL__Forms_.pdf;  and 

3. A description of fiscal accountability of funds. Specifically, address:

a. Name of Contractor or proposed contractor.   

b. Method of Selection: How was the contractor selected? State whether the contract is sole source or competitive bid. If an organization is the sole source for the contract, include an explanation as to why this institution is the only one able to perform contract services.

c. Period of Performance: How long is the contract period? Specify the beginning and ending dates of the contract.

d. Scope of Work: What will the contractor do? Describe the specific services/tasks to be performed by the contractor as related to the accomplishment of program objectives. Deliverables should be clearly defined.   

e. Method of Accountability: How will the contractor be monitored? Describe how the progress and performance of the contractor will be monitored during and on close of the contract period. Identify who will be responsible for supervising the contract.



Timeline for Review and Release of Grant Funds:

CCIIO will perform an internal review of draw down requests.  That review is expected to take up to two weeks, assuming documentation is sufficient to support the request for draw down of funds. The Division of Grants Management Operations will notify grantees by email of CCIIO’s decision regarding the draw down request.  









funds to support the activities of the Early Innovator IT Cooperative Agreement award. 
Grantees will be required to submit to their requests to their project officer via email: 
 

1.        A brief description of how the draw-down request supports the goals of the approved
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and on close of the contract period. Identify who will be responsible for
supervising the contract.
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confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail

http://intranet.hhs.gov/forms/PHS/SF-424__Forms__SF-LLL__Forms_.pdf


transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Alex Weintz
To: Audrey Rockwell
Cc: Denise Northrup; Cody Inman
Subject: Fw: interview request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:29:06 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Open records requests regarding recorded phone calls w constituents re: medicaid expansion and or
exchange 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network. 
I am asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting
up a health care exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three
days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have
almost all been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they
were recorded, I would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal
request for copies of those recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Becky Woodie
Subject: FW: Invitation for Governors" Offices to Meet with HHS/CMS Officials on Sunday, February 27
Date: Friday, February 18, 2011 10:16:44 AM

Let me know if you all are interested in setting up a meeting during NGA, information below.
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: AJ Mallory 
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2011 12:07 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: FW: Invitation for Governors' Offices to Meet with HHS/CMS Officials on Sunday, February 27
 
Do you get this?  Sorry, I know I have asked this before L
 
A.J. Mallory
Exec. Asst. to Denise Northrup, Chief of Staff
Office of Gov. Mary Fallin
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-522-8832
aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IGA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2011 11:17 AM
To: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/OS); Kidwell, Lauren (HHS/IGA); Morales, Esther (HHS/IGA); Snow, Jennifer
(HHS/IOS)
Subject: Invitation for Governors' Offices to Meet with HHS/CMS Officials on Sunday, February 27
 
Dear Colleague:
 
As Governors come to Washington later this month for the National Governor’s Association
Winter Meeting, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) would like to
continue our dialogue with Governors’ offices regarding the implementation of the
Affordable Care Act.  Specifically, we invite your state to schedule a meeting with senior
representatives from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to discuss issues
of interest to your state such as the establishment of health insurance exchanges and changes
to the Medicaid program.
 
Cindy Mann, Deputy Administrator and Director, Center for Medicaid, CHIP and Survey &
Certification and Steve Larsen, Deputy Administrator and Director, Center for Consumer
Information and Insurance Oversight will be available to meet with Governors and/or their
staffs in on Sunday, February 27, 2011. 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006538
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov
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If your state is interested in scheduling a meeting, please contact Jim Mason of my staff at
james.mason@hhs.gov (202) 401-5639 to indicate if there is a specific time on Sunday
February 27, 2011 that works especially well for your Governor or staff.    
 
Paul Dioguardi
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
 
 
 

mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov


From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Invitation to Legislators
Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 4:01:00 PM
Attachments: OHX Stakeholder Agenda - March 2011.doc

Key Advisory Work Groups OKLAHOMA HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE 2011.pdf
NAIC Exchange Information.pdf
Planning OHX Stakeholder Mtg Mar 16 2011.pdf

 
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 12:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Lieser, Derek G.
Subject: Invitation to Legislators
 
Dear Legislators: 
 
You are invited to attend General Stakeholder and Workgroup meetings for the
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Project.  Please visit our website:
http://www.okhca.org/OHX
 

·         The Work Group sign-up page is now available, please click on this link to sign up to
participate in an Advisory Work Group: http://www.okhca.org/ohx-feedback.aspx

·         Please review the attached meeting agenda and list of Key Advisory Work Groups to
carefully consider where you would like to participate.

·         Key Advisory Work Groups will develop recommendations regarding an Oklahoma
Exchange. 

Save the date:  Next Exchange Stakeholder Meeting: March 16, 10:30 a.m. at the ODMHSAS
Training Center in the Shepherd Mall

Dates set for future General Stakeholder meetings:
·         March 16, 2011, 10:30am -12:00pm / OKC
·         April 29, 2011, 10:30am -12:00pm / TULSA
·         May 25, 2011, 10:30am -12:00pm/TBD

 
 
Nicole Prieto Johns, Project Manager
Derek Lieser, Project Manager
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Project
 
PLEASE NOTE OUR CONTACT INFORMATION:
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Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange


General Stakeholder Meeting


		Wednesday, March 16, 2011


10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.



		ODMHSAS Training Center


Rose Rock Conference Room


2401 NW 23rd Street, Suite 1F


Oklahoma City, OK  73107




		Exchange Project Managers:


Derek Lieser


Nicole Prieto Johns







Alternate Site - Interactive Video Conferencing: Tulsa 

(Please email Nicole or Derek if you would like to attend the meeting from the Tulsa site)

Oxy Building


110 W. 7th St. Tulsa, OK. 74119 


Room 2520 

Online Live Feed:


1. Using your web browser, connect to http://204.87.64.180 

2. Enter 423423 in the "Conference ID" field

3. Click "Stream this conference"


4. If the conference does not stream, click the banner at the top of your browser to install the Media Player.


General Stakeholder Meeting Agenda

I. Welcome / Opening Remarks 

Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange / Call to Stakeholders   

a) Secretary of Health and Human Services – Dr. Terry Cline

b) Insurance Commissioner – John Doak

c) CEO Health Care Authority – Mike Fogarty

II. Stakeholder Participation

d) Review of Key Advisory Groups – Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser 

e) Discuss break-out sessions

III. Adjournment of General Stakeholder Meeting


15 Minute Break: 11:15 – 11:30


Advisory Workgroup Breakout Sessions


Break-out Session Locations in Shepherd Mall (11:30-12:30):

· Governance & Administrative Structure: ODMHSAS -Rose Rock Room


· Carrier & Plan Selection (Mike Rhoads): ODMHSAS– Granite Room


· Enrollment, Eligibility Process & Infrastructure: ODMHSAS -  Sandstone Room


· Education & Marketing: (Credit Union Conference Room

· Financial Management & Premium Development: OSDH Conference Room


·  Information Technology:  HP Board Room


Exchange Website - www.okhca.org/ohx 
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1. Key Advisory Work Group: Governance & Administrative Structure  


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders 


 Exchange Goals: 
o Reduce the number of uninsured people 


and increase access to care 
o Ensure greater accountability and 


transparency in the purchase of insurance 
o Increase the portability and continuity of 


coverage for individuals 
o Simplify the health insurance purchase for 


individuals and businesses 
o Foster competition on price, quality, and 


service in the health insurance 
marketplace 


o Drive quality improvement and cost 
containment 


 


 Model Type (Board, Trust, Commission, etc.) 


 Staffing and Hiring Procedures 


 Regulatory & Policy including overseeing 
Operations 


 Recommendation for language to be 
included in Strategic Plan for development 
of the exchange  


 Implementation Timeline 


 Development of possible legislative language 


 Comparison of Federal PPACA requirements 
to Oklahoma statutes and administrative 
rules 


 
 


 If the Exchange is to process 
commercial transactions and attract 
customers, it should be insulated 
from political influence with access 
to business expertise 


 If it is to achieve policy objectives 
through tax-financed subsidies and 
some degree of regulation, it must 
have a level of transparency and be 
publicly accountable 


 Wherever housed, the Exchange 
must be adaptive and capable of 
developing new programs that can 
be modified as circumstances 
change, such as, changing market 
conditions, the evolving 
preferences of consumers, and the 
ongoing development and issuance 
of federal guidelines regarding 
administration and its operation 


 Identification of services to be 
handled internally or outsourced 
and which intermediaries are best 
equipped to provide required 
administrative services 


 


 How should the Exchange be 
organized and governed? 
o Privately sponsored? 
o Government sponsored? 
o Combination of both? 


 Will the Exchange function as a 
‘market organizer’ or as a selective 
purchaser’? 


 Should the Exchange be housed in a 
State government entity or a 
non‐profit organization? 


 Who should have decision‐making 
authority for the Exchange? 


 What kind of web portal, call center 
and other service centers should be 
established? 


 Should vendors be employed, and, if 
so, for what services? 


 What will be the funding source to 
sustain the Exchange after January 
1, 2015? 


 How can the Exchange attract an 
adequate number of participants 
and insurers to ensure 
sustainability? 


 Should enabling legislation be 
created? 


 Should participation in the Exchange 
be required by legislation? 


 
 
 


Chair: Katie Altshuler 
Co-Chair: Julie Cox-Kain 
 
 


Project Liaisons 


 Derek Lieser 


 Nicole Prieto Johns 
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2. Key Advisory Work Group: Enrollment & Eligibility 


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders 


 Certification of individuals not 
subject to Individual Mandate 


 Reporting requirements (HHS, 
Treasury Open Enrollment, 
Annual, Mid-Year, Special, 
Change, COBRA, Administrative, 
etc.) 


 Premium Billing, Collections & 
Remittance  


 Ongoing Account Management 
(including renewals, delinquent 
payment notification, etc.) 


 Operation & Application of 
Subsidies and Premium Tax 
Credits (transparency – the 
ability to View Calculations) 


 Free Choice Vouchers 


 Individual Mandates  


 Use of available current 
available technologies (i.e. 
paperless processes) 


 Cost Sharing 


 Employer premium subsidies 
(2yr limit) 


 Basic Health Program (State 
Option to offer)  


 Elimination of Asset Testing 
(this would apply for most 
Medicaid recipients and for all 
those eligible for premium 
subsidies through the Exchange) 


 Coordination of existing data systems 
/ preventing duplication of    
coverage (Medicaid, State/Fed Data, 
HIE, Non-Medicaid) 


 Enrollment may be online, in person, 
by telephone through the Exchange 
or with state officials operating one 
of the other applicable state health 
subsidy programs 


 Implementation of a paperless 
system 


 How the ‘Small Market’ will be 
defined: 1-50 or 51-100. 


 Review Existing Public Subsidy 
Program (Insure Oklahoma) for 
Consolidation, Elimination & 
Administrative Efficiencies (Exchange 
Target Market overlaps with Insure 
OK) 


 Purchases restricted to U.S. citizens 
and legal immigrants who are not 
incarcerated 


 Whether applicant has access to 
employer sponsored insurance (ESI) 


 Whether the ESI meets actuarial 
standards and provides minimum 
essential benefits 


 Whether the employee’s share of the 
premium as a % of income is above 
or below a certain % of their income 


 Develop high level workflow for 
calculating subsides  


 How can the Exchange create administrative 
efficiencies and protect the public? 
o Reduce administration costs 
o Add transparency to health insurance 
o Standardized electronic enrollment and payment 


 What elements of Insure Oklahoma and 
SoonerCare online enrollment can be used within 
the Exchange? 


 At what point do you navigate an individual / 
family to private or public coverage? 


 Starting in 2017, should the Exchange include 
larger employers and public employees? 


 Will the person enroll from the exchange and if so, 
will you have to incorporate each insurers’ criteria 
or will there be a basic set of shared criteria?.  


 If ESI is available to the person, aren’t they 
required to select that option?  


 Will service payments take place inside the 
Exchange or within company’s existing 
mechanisms?  


 Will a predetermine matrix determine plan 
enrollment or will freedom of choice be the 
overriding factor (i.e. upon qualification for 
Medicaid what choices are allowed)?  


 Is it allowed to present only the Exchange plans 
that seem to best fit their needs based upon 
responses to qualifying questions or must all plans 
be presented?  


o For what period of time must a consumer enroll in 
a plan, i.e. yearly, monthly? Can a state entity like 
CSED mandate enrollment as they do today with 
ESI? 


Chair: Buffy Heater 
Co-Chair: Chuck Rygiel 
 


Project Liaison 


Derek Lieser 
 







OOOKKKLLLAAAHHHOOOMMMAAA   HHHEEEAAALLLTTTHHH   IIINNNSSSUUURRRAAANNNCCCEEE   EEEXXXCCCHHHAAANNNGGGEEE   PPPLLLAAANNNNNNIIINNNGGG      
Key Advisory Work Groups / Issues for Consideration  


 


Page 3 of 7 


3. Key Advisory Work Group: Information Technology (IT) 


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders 


 Program integrity, data security, 
transparency (plans, agencies, 
Exchange Operations) 


 Application of available current 
technologies (i.e. paperless 
processes) 


 Single Portal Access 


 Web-site development & 
maintenance includes:  
o Eligibility and Enrollment 
o Rating Engines 
o Template maintenance in 


standardization of processes 
 
 
 


 Quality Measures 


 Provider Info/Health System 
Access 


 Calculation of Costs (Benefit 
Levels, Mandated Benefits, 
Subsidies, Tax Credits, etc) and 
what costs will be visible to the 
applicant 


 Premiums must be quoted 
instantly and easily comparable 
based on age, family composition, 
tobacco use and location 


 Linking to other state and federal 
databases (IRS, Treasury Dept, 
HHS, State/Federal Employee 
systems, Medicaid, Medicare, 
etc), insurance carriers and 
employers 


 Creation of a paperless system 
both internally and paperless 
access by consumers, agents, 
brokers and Navigators.   


 
 


 How will high level requirements for calculating 
subsidies and tax credits be developed? 


 How will research technical needs for running the 
Exchange through single portal access be 
developed? 


 How will high level requirements for an 
enrollment and eligibility portal and rules engine 
be developed? 


 Who insures exchange has most up to date 


information? 


 Who insures that the information is secure and in 
compliance? 


Chair: Alex Pettit 
Co-Chair: John Calabro 
 
 


Project Liaison 


Derek Lieser 
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4. Key Advisory Work Group: Carrier & Plan Selection 


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leads 


 Minimum Essential Benefits an exchange must 
provide: 
o Health - 4 Precious Metal Plans plus 


Catastrophic Plan (for ages under 30) 
o State Mandated Benefits (if offered, cost 


born by State) 
o Dental Plans 
o Selective Carrier Contracting 
o Certification/recertification/decertification 


requirements for QHPs 
o Standardizing Benefits  
o Network Access 
o Assignment of Quality Ratings 
o Rate Review 


 Multi State Plans - 2 plans required 


 Co-op plans must be addressed if market is not 
competitive 


 


 How the Exchange is to 
contract with health plans 
that are determined to be 
of high value, based on 
cost and quality 


 How the ‘Small Market’ 
will be defined (1-50 or 
51-100) 


 Choices that may be made 
available to employees of 
small businesses, i.e.: 
plan, benefit tier, carrier, 
etc.  


 
 


 Should participation be required by legislation?  


 Should there be a minimum enrollment period?  


 Will the Exchange select health plans through 
negotiations or competitive bidding, or both or 
will it showcase all qualified and licensed carriers?  
o Are plans free to adjust premiums over time as 


enrollment evolves and claim trends develop? 
o How to adjust benefit designs as needed 


without disrupting existing coverage? 
o How much risk selection is tolerable without 


undermining the ability of plans to compete? 
o How will insurers adjust business risks through 


the Exchange and price products at levels that 
consumer will find attractive?  


 Will the Exchange allow each carrier to define 
patient cost sharing within a benefit tier; will it 
specify coinsurance, copayments & deductibles? 


 Will existing grandfathered health plans be able 
to shed their adverse risks to the Exchange?   


 How healthy is the pool of uninsured people likely 
to enroll through the Exchange, compared to 
those currently insured? 


 How will the Exchange level the playing field with 
insurers in and outside of the Exchange? 
o Should there be a requirement to participate?  
o How can the Exchange foster competition? 
o Should rating practices and range of benefits 


offered be comparable in/out of Exchange? 


Chair: Mike Rhoads 
Co-Chair: Laura Brookins 


 


Project Liaison 


Nicole Prieto Johns 
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5.  Key Advisory Work Group: Financial Management & Premium Development (Cost Containment/Risk Mgmt.) 


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leads 


 Reporting requirements (HHS, 
Treasury Dept, Employers, Carriers, 
etc.) 


 Operational Costs & Sustainability 


 Premium Development 


 Risk Adjustment/Adverse Selection 
(Medical Loss Ratio) 


 


 Premiums will be set in advance according to 
adjusted community rating of risk, in and outside 
the Exchanges for the non-group and small-group 
markets 


 Rating will be based on age, family composition 
(size), tobacco use and location (zip)  


 Rates for the elderly can only be three times as 
high as those for the young 


 Premium rate differences between plans must 
reflect 
o Administrative efficiency 
o Customer service 
o Provider reimbursement rates 
o Care management 
o Clinical networks 


 Comparative risk calculations for health plans 
require submission and analysis of their claims 
data 


 Transfer payments among plans requires running 
premiums through a central distribution point, or 
imposing a premium assessment on competing 
plans, which is then redistributed to compensate 
for risk selection 


 Risk adjustment must apply across the entire 
class or segment of insured people subject to 
rating rules 


 Resources are CMS, Health Connector in MA 
using DxCG, for profit and non-profit 
organizations including university research depts. 


 Should the individual and small 
group markets be merged? 


 What strategies can used so 
premium revenues are adjusted 
for risk selection among 
participating carriers?  


 Considerations on putting a risk 
adjustment system in place: 
o Is risk selection among plans 


significant, beyond what is 
already accounted for under 
the allowed rating rules? 


o Is the corrective adjustment 
practical? 


o Would it substantially equalize 
risk? 


 How can the Exchange help to 
contain Oklahoma’s health care 
costs?  
o How can the Exchange help to 


improve Oklahoma’s health 
care quality? 


 What will be the funding source 
to sustain the Exchange after 
January 1, 2015? 


 Will the Exchange regulate prices, 
if so what processes must be 
created to do this?  


 


Chair: Rich Edwards 
Co-Chair: Frank Stone 
 


Project Liaison 


Nicole Prieto Johns 
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6. Key Advisory  Work Group: Education and Marketing 


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leads 


 Communication & Customer Service 


 Education 


 Public Outreach  


 Facilitate Enrollment 


 Role of licensed Agents and Brokers (Inside 
/ Outside Exchange Call Center  


 Broker Management & Compensation 


 Creation of the Navigator Program 


 Role of Call Center Reps 


 Producer Appointment Requirements 
 


 Need to promote greater 
transparency  


 Changes the Exchange will make 
to the competitive landscape  


 Targeted outreach and marketing 
efforts will be needed to attract a 
broad and diverse risk pool 


 Education of consumers and 
Brokers/agents on how to access 
and use a paperless system 


 Proactive activities used to 
promote carrier participation in 
the Exchange and the 
development of innovative plan 
designs 


 Role of “Navigators” (non-licensed 
consumer representatives) 


  


  
 
 


 How should the Exchange market its 
services? 


 What strategies can be used to educate 
consumers about the Exchange? 


 How brokers, agents and Navigators help 
consumers to enroll? 


 What type of customer services should be 
made available to consumers?  


 What is the current role of brokers? 


 What type of services do brokers provide? 


 How are brokers to be compensated? 
What about retention bonuses or 
overrides, etc?  


 Should broker’s fees be paid separate and 
apart from premium (transparency)?      


 How will information be distributed in a 
“fair and impartial” way (enrollment, 
availability of premium subsidies, cost 
sharing reductions, etc)? 


 How will Navigators help facilitate 
enrollment in QHPs? 


 How should people be referred to the 
appropriate agency(s) for questions, 
complaints or grievances?  


 How will they reach people who normally 
are not eligible for public assistance 
programs? 


 Is there area or regional differences to be 
considered?   


 


Chair: Mike Rhoads 
Co-Chair: Ed Long 
 
 


Project Liaison 


Nicole Prieto Johns 
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Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2009: 
Health Insurance Exchanges 


 
 
Provision Notes Standards 


Development 
Applicability Effective Date PPACA 


Section 
Statutory 
Section 


SUBTITLE D—AVAILABLE COVERAGE CHOICES FOR ALL AMERICANS 
PART I—Establishment of  Qualified Health Plans 


Qualified Health 
Plans Defined 


A “qualified health plan” is a health plan that 
 Is certified by each Exchange through which it is offered 
 Provides the essential benefits package 
 Is offered by an issuer that is  


 Licensed and in good standing in each state in which it 
is offered 
 Agrees to offer at least one silver plan and one gold 
plan 
 Agrees to charge the same premium whether the plan is 
sold through the Exchange or outside the Exchange 
 Complies with other requirements of  the Secretary and 
the Exchange 


A reference to a qualified health plan is also a reference to a Co-Op plan 
and a Multi-State plan. 
 
A qualified health plan may offer coverage through a primary care medical 
home plan 
 
A qualified health plan may vary premiums by rating area. 


 Qualified 
Health Plans 


01/01/14 1301  


Essential Health 
Benefits 
Requirements 


The essential health benefits package must cover the following general 
categories of  services: 


 Ambulatory patient services 
 Emergency services 
 Hospitalization 
 Maternity and newborn care 
 Mental health and substance abuse disorder services, including 


behavioral health treatment 
 Prescription drugs 
 Rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices 
 Laboratory services 
 Preventive and wellness services and chronic disease 


management 
 Pediatric services, including oral and vision care 


Secretary of  HHS  01/01/2014 1302  
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Provision Notes Standards 
Development 


Applicability Effective Date PPACA 
Section 


Statutory 
Section 


The scope of  benefits is to be determined by the Secretary of  HHS and 
equal to the scope of  benefits under a typical employer-based plan.  
Nothing shall prevent a qualified health plan from providing benefits in 
excess of  the essential benefits package.  
 
The cost-sharing under a health plan may not exceed the cost-sharing for 
high-deductible health plans in 2014 (currently $5,950 individual/$11,900 
family).  In following years, the limitation on cost-sharing is indexed to the 
rate or average premium growth. 
 
Deductibles for plans in the small group market are limited to $2,000 
individual/$4,000 family, indexed to average premium growth.  This 
amount may be increased by the maximum amount of  reimbursement 
available to an employee under a flexible spending arrangement. 
 
The levels of  coverage are defined as follows: 


 Bronze level-Must provide coverage that provides benefits that 
are actuarially equivalent to 60% of  the full actuarial value of  
benefits under the plan. 


 Silver level-Must provide coverage that provides benefits that 
are actuarially equivalent to 70% of  the full actuarial value of  
benefits under the plan. 


 Gold level-Must provide coverage that provides benefits that are 
actuarially equivalent to 80% of  the full actuarial value of  
benefits under the plan. 


 Platinum level-Must provide coverage that provides benefits 
that are actuarially equivalent to 90% of  the full actuarial value 
of  benefits under the plan. 


 
Individuals under 30 years of  age or those exempt from the individual 
mandate because no affordable plan is available to them or because of  a 
hardship may purchase a catastrophic plan providing the essential benefits 
package with a deductible equal to the total limitation on cost-sharing 
above and first-dollar coverage of  at least three primary care visits. 
 
Plans offered through the Exchange must also be available as a plan 
available only to individuals under the age of  21.   


Special Rules State opt-out of  abortion coverage: 
A state may prohibit qualified health plans offered through the exchange 
from covering abortions. 
 
Special rules relating to coverage of  abortion services: 


 Qualified 
health benefits 
plans 


01/01/14 1303  
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Provision Notes Standards 
Development 


Applicability Effective Date PPACA 
Section 


Statutory 
Section 


This title shall not be construed to require a plan to cover abortion 
services as part of  the essential benefits package.  If  a plan covers elective 
abortion services, it may not use any funds attributable to subsidies 
provided through the Exchange to pay for them and must collect a 
separate payment from enrollees for the actuarial value of  those services.  
State insurance commissioners shall insure that health plans comply with 
the the requirement that plans segregate funds for abortion services.  


Related Definitions Small group market is defined to include employers with 1-100 employees.  
Until January 1, 2016, states may elect to define it as employers with 1-50 
employees. 


  01/01/14  
State option to 
define market as 1-50 
ends 01/01/16 
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PART II—CONSUMER CHOICES AND INSURANCE COMPETITION THROUGH HEALTH BENEFIT PLANS 


Affordable choices of  
health benefits plans 


Grants will be made available to states in amounts to be specified by the 
Secretary of  HHS for planning and activities related to establishing an 
Exchange.  Grants may be renewed if  the State is making progress in 
establishing an Exchange and the market reforms. Exchanges must be 
self-sustaining beginning in 2015, and may generate revenue through 
assessments, user fees or other means.  The Secretary is also directed to 
provide technical assistance to states on facilitating participation of  small 
employers in SHOP exchanges. 
 
Each state shall establish, as a governmental agency or nonprofit entity, an 
American Health Benefit Exchange that facilitates the purchase of  
qualified health plans and provides for the establishment of  a Small 
Business Health Options Program (referred to as a “SHOP Exchange”) 
to assist qualified employers in facilitating the enrollment of  employees in 
small group qualified health benefits plans states.  States may choose to 
establish a single Exchange that performs both functions.  States may 
jointly form regional Exchanges or may form multiple subsidiary 
exchanges if  each one serves a distinct geographic area.  Exchanges may 
contract with entities with demonstrated experience in the individual and 
small group markets and in benefits coverage if  the entity is not an insurer 
or controlled by an insurer, or with the state Medicaid agency. 
 
Exchanges must consult with relevant stakeholders, including consumers, 
those with experience facilitating coverage in qualified health plans, 
representatives of  small businesses, state Medicaid offices, and advocates 
for enrolling hard-to reach populations. 
 
Exchange must publish online an accounting of  its administrative costs, 
including of  funds lost to waste, fraud, and abuse. 
 


Secretary of  HHS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 Beginning not later 
than 1 year after the 
date of  enactment, 
lasting until 
01/01/15 
 
 
 
 
01/01/14 
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Provision Notes Standards 
Development 


Applicability Effective Date PPACA 
Section 


Statutory 
Section 


Exchanges may not sell plans that are not qualified health benefits plans, 
except for stand-alone dental plans if  they offer pediatric dental benefits 
meeting the requirements of  the act.   
 
Exchanges must provide for an initial open enrollment period, annual 
open enrollment periods after the initial period, and special enrollment 
periods under circumstances similar to those for Medicare PDPs, and 
special enrollment period for Native Americans. 
 
Exchanges may sell qualified health plans that provide only the essential 
benefits package, except that states may require additional benefits if  it 
defrays enrollees for the additional cost of  these benefits. 
 
An exchange must, at a minimum: 


 Certify qualified health benefits plans consistent with guidelines 
developed by the Secretary of  HHS if  making them available 
through the Exchange is in the interests of  individuals and 
employers in the state.   


 An Exchange may not exclude a health plan: 
 Because it is a fee-for-service plan,  
 Through the imposition of  premium price 


controls 
 On the basis that the plan provides necessary 


treatments in circumstances that the Exchange 
deems inappropriate or too costly 


 In order to be certified, plans must: 
 Meet marketing requirements  
 Meet network adequacy requirements under 


PHSA §2702(c) 
 Include in networks essential community 


providers that serve low-income, underserved 
communities 


 Be accredited by an entity recognized by the 
Secretary for accreditation of  health plans 


 Implement market-based strategies for quality 
improvement 


 Utilize a uniform enrollment form that takes 
into account criteria that the NAIC develops 
and submits to the Secretary 


 Utilize the standard format established for 
presenting health benefits plan options; and 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NAIC 
 
 
 
 
 







Updated 4/20/2010 5


Provision Notes Standards 
Development 


Applicability Effective Date PPACA 
Section 


Statutory 
Section 


 Provide information to the Exchange and 
enrollees on quality measures for health plan 
performance 


 Submit justifications of  any premium increase 
prior to implementation and post it on its 
website.  Such justifications shall be taken into 
account when certifying plans. 


 Submit to the Exchange, the Secretary of  
HHS, and the state Insurance Commissioner 
and publicly disclose the following 
information: 


 Claims payment policies and 
practices 


 Periodic financial disclosures 
 Data on enrollment 
 Data on disenrollment 
 Data on the number of  claims that 


are denied 
 Data on rating practices 
 Information of  cost-sharing and 


payments with respect to any out-of-
network coverage 


 Information on enrollee rights 
 Other information specified by the 


Secretary 
 Allow individuals to learn the cost-sharing 


under their plan for furnishing a specific item 
or service by a participating provider upon 
request through a website. 


 Contract with hospitals with more than 50 
beds only if  they utilize a patient safety 
evaluation system and provide education and 
counseling upon discharge, comprehensive 
discharge planning, and post-discharge 
reinforcement by a health care professional 


 Contract with a health care provider only if  
they implement quality improvement 
mechanisms required by the Secretary of  HHS


 Operate a toll-free consumer assistance hotline 
 Maintain a website to provide standardized comparative 


information on qualified health benefits plans 
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Provision Notes Standards 
Development 


Applicability Effective Date PPACA 
Section 


Statutory 
Section 


 Assign a rating based upon relative quality and price to each 
qualified health benefits plan. 


 Use a standardized format for presenting coverage options 
under the Exchange, including use of  the uniform outline of  
coverage 


 Inform individuals of  eligibility requirements for the state's 
Medicaid program, CHIP program and any applicable state or 
local public program and screen and enroll eligible individuals in 
these programs 


 Certify exemptions from the individual mandate 
 Transfer information to the Secretary of  Treasury on 


exemptions form the individual mandate, as well as on 
employees receiving subsidies through the exchange because the 
employer failed to provide sufficient affordable coverage. 


 Provide information to employers on employees who cease 
coverage in a qualified health benefits plan 


 Establish a navigator program to provide to entities with 
relationships to employers and employees, consumers, or self-
employed individuals.  Grants must be made out of  operational 
funds, and may not use federal funds for establishment of  
Exchanges. 


Navigators will: 
 Conduct public education activities 
 Distribute information concerning enrollment in 


plans and subsidy availability 
 Facilitate enrollment in plans 
 Provide referrals to health insurance consumer 


assistance offices or ombudsmen to enrollees with 
grievances, complaints or questions: 


Eligible entities include 
 Trade, industry, and professional associations 
 Commercial fishing industry organizations 
 Community and consumer-focused nonprofit entities 
 Chambers of  commerce 
 Unions 
 Resource partners of  the Small Business 


Administration 
 Licensed insurance producers,   
 Other entities that are not insurers and do not receive 


any direct or indirect compensation from insurers in 
connection with plan enrollments or disenrollments. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secretary of  HHS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Updated 4/20/2010 7


Provision Notes Standards 
Development 


Applicability Effective Date PPACA 
Section 


Statutory 
Section 


The Secretary, in collaboration with states, will develop 
standards to ensure that information provided by navigators 
is fair, accurate, and impartial. 


 
 
Secretary of  HHS, 
in collaboration 
with states 


Consumer choice Individuals enrolling in the Exchange may choose any plan for which they 
are eligible.  Employers may specify a level of  coverage for which to 
provide support, and employees may choose any plan that offers coverage 
at that level.  Individuals may pay premiums directly to the insurer. 
 
Insurers must consider all enrollees in all non-grandfathered plans in the 
individual and small group markets, respectively, to be members of  the 
same risk pools.  States may require the individual and small group 
markets to be merged, but may not require that grandfathered plans be 
pooled together with non-grandfathered plans. 
 
Nothing in this title prohibits an insurer from offering insurance outside 
of  the Exchange or eligible individuals and employers from purchasing 
coverage outside the Exchange.  No individual or employer shall be 
compelled to purchase coverage through the Exchange.  Members of  
Congress and their personal staff  will no longer be eligible for the 
FEHBP, and must purchase coverage through the Exchange in order to 
receive coverage through the federal government. 
 
The Secretary of  HHS shall establish procedures for a state to allow 
producers to enroll individuals and employers in qualified health plans and 
to assist individuals in applying for subsidies.   
 
Only citizens and lawful residents may purchase coverage through the 
Exchange.  Incarcerated individuals may not enroll through the Exchange.  
 
Employers of  1-100 employees may offer 1 or more small group plans to 
employees through the Exchange.  Beginning in 2017, states may allow 
insurers to offer large group plans through the Exchange. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secretary of  HHS


 01/01/2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01/01/2014.  States 
may expand to larger 
employers beginning 
01/01/2017. 
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Financial Integrity Exchanges must keep an accurate accounting of  all activities, receipts and 
expenditures and annually report to the Secretary of  HHS, who shall 
conduct annual audits and may investigate the affairs of  an Exchange.  An 
Exchange or State that has engaged in serious misconduct may be subject 
to a 1% reduction of  all grants and payments administered by the 
Secretary of  HHS until corrective actions are taken. 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 01/01/2014 1313  
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Provision Notes Standards 
Development 


Applicability Effective Date PPACA 
Section 


Statutory 
Section 


The Secretary of  HHS shall provide for the efficient and non-
discriminatory administration of  the Exchanges and shall implement 
measures to reduce fraud and abuse. 
 
The False Claims Act shall apply to any payments that include federal 
funds. 


Secretary of  HHS


PART III—State Flexibility Relating to Exchanges 


State flexibility in 
operation and 
enforcement of  
Exchanges and 
related requirements 


The Secretary of  HHS shall issue regulations setting standards for the 
requirements for Exchanges, the offering of  qualified health plans sold 
through Exchanges, reinsurance and risk adjustment mechanisms and 
other requirements the Secretary deems appropriate. 
 
A state that elects to operate an exchange must adopt the federal 
standards or a state law implementing them by January 1, 2014.  If  the 
Secretary determines by January 1, 2013 that the state is not electing to 
operate an Exchange or that it will not have the Exchange operational by 
January 1, 2014 or has not taken necessary actions to implement the 
market reforms, the Secretary shall operate an Exchange, either directly or 
through agreement with a non-profit entity. 


Secretary of  
HHS, in 
consultation 
with the NAIC, 
its members, 
insurers, 
consumer 
organizations 
and other 
interested 
parties. 
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Federal program to 
assist establishment 
and operation of  
nonprofit, member-
run health insurance 
issuers 


The Secretary of  HHS shall provide Co-Op plans with loans to assist with 
start-up costs and grants to assist with meeting solvency requirements.  In 
making the loans and grants, the Secretary must give priority to plan that 
offer qualified health plans on a statewide basis, use integrated care 
models, and have significant private support and ensure that there is 
sufficient funding to establish at least 1 Co-Op plan in each state.  Loans 
must be repaid within 5 years and grants must be repaid within 15 years.  
$6 billion is appropriated to fund the loans and grants.  
 
Any entity receiving a loan or grant must be organized under state law as a 
nonprofit, member corporation and may not have been a health insurance 
issuer prior to 7/16/2009 and may not be sponsored by a state or local 
government.    Governance of  the organization must be subject to a 
majority vote of  its members and must avoid insurance industry 
involvement and interference.  Any profits made by the organization must 
be used to lower premiums, improve benefits, or improve the quality of  
care.  The organization must meet all requirements that are required of  
other qualified health plans, including solvency and licensure rules, rules 
on payments to providers, network adequacy rules, rate and form filing 
rules, and any applicable premium assessments.  Co-Op plans may not 
offer coverage in a state until the state has adopted the market reforms in 
Subtitles A and C of  this legislation.  Co-Op plans will be considered tax-
exempt as long as they abide by restrictions of  this section. 


Secretary of  HHS Co-Op Plans No later than 
7/1/2013 


1322  
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Provision Notes Standards 
Development 


Applicability Effective Date PPACA 
Section 


Statutory 
Section 


 
Co-Op plans may form a private purchasing council through which to 
enter into collective purchasing arrangements for items and services that 
increase administrative efficiency, including claims administration, 
administrative services, health IT, and actuarial services, within the 
confines of  federal antitrust law. 


Level Playing Field Health insurance plans shall not be subject to any of  the following state 
or federal laws unless Co-Op plans and multistate health plans are also 
subject to them: 


 Guaranteed renewal 
 Rating 
 Preexisting conditions 
 Non-discrimination 
 Quality improvement and reporting 
 Fraud and abuse 
 Solvency and financial requirements 
 Market conduct 
 Prompt payment 
 Appeals and grievances 
 Privacy and confidentiality 
 Licensure, and 
 Benefit plan material or information. 


  1/1/2014 1324  


Procedures for 
determining eligibility 
for Exchange 
participation, 
premium tax credits 
and reduced cost 
sharing, and 
individuals 
responsibility 
exemptions 


The Secretary of  HHS shall develop a program for the determination of  
eligibility for Exchange participation, subsides, and exemptions. 
Exchanges must collect specified relevant information for determining 
eligibility from the individual mandate and submit it to the Secretary of  
HHS for verification by relevant federal agencies and report the results 
back to the Exchange. 


Secretary of  HHS   1411  


Advance 
determinations and 
payment of  premium 
tax credits and cost-
sharing reductions 


The Secretary of  HHS, in consultation with the Secretary of  Treasury 
must establish a program for the advance determination of  income 
eligibility for individuals applying for subsidies through the Exchange. The 
Secretary of  HHS will notify the Exchange and the Secretary of  Treasury, 
and the Secretary of  Treasury will make the necessary payments to the 
insurer, who must reduce the individual’s premiums and cost-sharing.  
States may provide subsidies in addition to the federal subsidies. 


Secretary of  HHS, 
in consultation 
with the Secretary 
of  Treasury 


  1412  
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Provision Notes Standards 
Development 


Applicability Effective Date PPACA 
Section 


Statutory 
Section 


Streamlining of  
procedures for 
enrollment through an 
Exchange and state 
Medicaid, CHIP, and 
health subsidy 
programs 


The Secretary shall establish a system for individuals to apply for 
enrollment in Medicaid, SCHIP through an Exchange.  The Secretary 
must provide a single streamlined form that may be used in applying for 
all applicable state health subsidy programs.  This form can be filed 
online, by mail, or by telephone.  States may develop and use their own 
alternative streamlined forms consistent with standards developed by the 
Secretary of  HHS. 


Secretary of  HHS   1413  
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Meeting Overview
2


 Welcome / Opening Remarks 


 Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange / Call to Stakeholders


 Secretary of Health and Human Services – Dr. Terry Cline


 Insurance Commissioner – John Doak


 CEO Health Care Authority – Mike Fogarty


 Stakeholder Participation


 Review of Key Advisory Groups – Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser 


 Discuss break-out sessions


 Adjournment of General Stakeholder Meeting


 Advisory Workgroup Breakout Sessions







Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange


3


Vision


For Oklahomans to enjoy optimal health status through access  to       
quality, affordable health care


Mission


Expand access for Oklahomans to high quality, affordable health 
plans in the most efficient and comprehensive manner possible


Guiding Principles


Sustainability


Consumer access to high quality affordable health insurance 


Greater continuity of coverage, with easy transition to comparable 
coverage when financial circumstances change


Efficient and effective eligibility and enrollment processes







Exchange Functions
What should the Oklahoma Exchange be expected to do?


 Consult with stakeholders


 Connect consumers to available coverage


 Certify exempt individuals


 Determine eligibility


 Assign price and quality rating to plans


 Compare plans, providers, and insurers


 Provide high-quality information to 
consumer


 Enroll individuals and employers


 Certify Plans


 Integrate with other State plans


 Facilitate flow of premium payments, tax 
credits, and subsidies


 Establish Navigator Program
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Planning Issues to be Consider


5


 Governance & Administrative Structure


 Eligibility Process & Infrastructure


 Technical (IT) 


 Enrollment


 Financial Management 


 Carrier & Plan Selection


 Education & Marketing 







Governance & 


Administrative Structure


 Exchange goals include: reduce the 


number of uninsured people, increase 


access to care, ensure greater 


accountability and transparency in the 


purchase of insurance, and increase 


portability


 Model Type (Board, Trust, Commission, 


etc.)


 Regulatory & Policy including 


overseeing Operations


 Implementation Timeline


 Development of possible legislative 


language


 How should the Exchange be 


organized and governed?


 Publicly sponsored?


 Government sponsored?


 Combination of both?


 Will the Exchange function as a 


„market organizer‟ or as a selective 


purchaser‟?


 How can the Exchange attract an 


adequate number of participants and 


insurers to ensure sustainability?
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Key Issues Key Questions







Enroll, Eligibility Process & Infrastructure


 Cost Sharing


 Employer premium subsidies limited to 2 
years in duration


 Elimination of asset testing for most 
Medicaid recipients and none for 
premium subsidies through the Exchange


 Premium Billing, Collections & Remittance 


 Ongoing Account Management (including 
renewals, delinquent payment notification, 
etc.)


 Operation & Application of Subsidies 
and Premium Tax Credits (ability to View 
Calculations)


 How the „Small Market‟ will be defined: 
1-50 or 51-100


 Will a matrix be used to determine 
plan enrollment or will freedom of 
choice be the overriding factor (i.e. 
upon qualification for Medicaid what 
choices are allowed)? 


 How can the Exchange create 
administrative efficiencies and protect 
the public?


 Reduce administration costs


 Add transparency to the health 
insurance market place


 Standardize electronic enrollment 
and payment


 What elements of Insure Oklahoma 
and SoonerCare online enrollment can 
be used within the Exchange?
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Key Issues Key Questions







Technical


 Single portal access


 Web-site development & 
maintenance includes 


 Eligibility and Enrollment


 Rating Engines


 Template maintenance in 
standardization of processes


 Program integrity, data security, 
transparency (plans, agencies, 
Exchange operations)


 How will high level requirements for 


calculating subsidies and tax credits 


be developed?


 How will research technical needs for 


running the Exchange through single 


portal access be developed?


 How will high level requirements for 


an enrollment and eligibility portal 


and rules engine be developed?


 Who insures Exchange has most up 


to date information?


 Who insures that the information is 


secure and in compliance? 
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Key Issues Key Questions







Education & Marketing


 Communication & Customer Service 


 Role of Agent/Brokers (Licensed) inside 
and out of Exchange 


 Broker Management & Compensation


 Role of Navigators


 Role of Call Center Reps


 Producer Appointment requirements


 Need to promote greater transparency


 Education on how to access and utilize 
a paperless system


 How will brokers, agents and 


Navigators help consumers to enroll?


 How will information be distributed in 


a “fair and impartial” way (enrollment, 


availability of premium subsidies, cost 


sharing reductions, etc)?


 Are there regional differences that 


should be considered?  


 How should people be referred to the 


appropriate organization for questions, 


complaints or grievances? 
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Key Issues Key Questions







Financial Management 


 Reporting (to HHS, Treasury Dept., 
Employers, Carriers, etc.)


 Operational Costs & Sustainability


 Premium Development


 Risk Adjustment/Adverse Selection


 Medical Loss Ratio


 Anticipated utilization, expenditures, 
and health conditions of the 
uninsured


 Analysis on risk adjustment 
mechanisms, cost of essential benefit 
package and state-mandated 
benefits, sustainability of exchange, 
and cost of performing admin 
functions for small businesses


 What strategies can be used to ensure 
premium revenues are adjusted for risk 
selection among carriers? 


 How can the Exchange help to contain 


Oklahoma‟s health care costs? 


 How can the Exchange help to improve 


Oklahoma‟s health care quality?


 What will be the funding source to 


sustain the Exchange after January 1, 


2015?


 Will the Exchange regulate prices, if so 


what processes must be created to do 


this?
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Key Issues Key Questions







Carrier & Plan Selection 


Minimum Essential Benefits an Exchange must 


provide:


 Health - 4 Precious Metal Plans


 Catastrophic Plan (ages under 30)


 State Mandated Benefits (if offered, 


cost born by State)


 Dental Plans


 Selective Carrier Contracting


 Certification/recertification/decertif


ication requirements for QHPs


 Standardizing Benefits 


 Network Access


 Assignment of Quality Ratings


 Rate Review quality.


 How many and what kinds of benefits 
options should the Exchange offer? 


 How much information is too much 
information for the consumer?


 Will the Exchange select health plans 
through negotiations or competitive 
bidding, or both or will it showcase all 
qualified and licensed carriers? 


 Will the Exchange allow each carrier to 
define patient cost sharing within a 
benefit tier, or will it specify coinsurance, 
copayments and deductibles? 


 How will the Exchange level the playing 
field with insurers in and outside of the 
Exchange?
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Key Issues Key Questions







Derek Lieser, Project Manager 


DerekL@Health.ok.gov


405.271.9444 ext. 56332            
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Schedule of  future stakeholder meetings


 April 29, 2011, 10:30am -12:00pm


 May 25, 2011, 10:30am -12:00pm


Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange website: 


www.okhca.org/OHX


Project Manager Contact Information:


Nicole Prieto Johns, Project Manager 


NicolePJ@Health.ok.gov


405.271.9444 ext. 56479







Meeting the needs of Oklahoman’s with Oklahoma based solutions 


Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange







S. Nicole Prieto Johns | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager | 
1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.9444 x 56479| Cell 

| E-mail NicolePJ@health.ok.gov
 
Derek Lieser | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager | 
1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Office: 405.271.9444 x 56332 | Mobile
phone:   | E-mail: DerekL@health.ok.gov
 

mailto:NicolePJ@health.ok.gov
mailto:DerekL@health.ok.gov


From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: Invitation to the Health Insurance Exchange Plan Management Forum
Date: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 3:36:00 PM
Attachments: HIX Plan Management Forum Agenda 20111212.pdf

 
 

From: NAIC Meetings Dept [mailto:meetingsmail@naic.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 3:29 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Invitation to the Health Insurance Exchange Plan Management Forum
 

You are invited to attend the Health Insurance Exchange Plan Management Forum,

Monday, December 12 through Wednesday, December 14, 2011.

Please review the conference agenda, which is attached to this e-mail.

REGISTRATION:
 
Regulator Fee:         $0.00

Non-Regulator Fee:  $450.00

Registration will close by end of day, Tuesday, December 6.  There will be no onsite
registration.
 
SPACE IS LIMITED SO PLEASE REGISTER AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.
   
CANCELLATION POLICY: 

All meeting cancellations MUST be in writing to the NAIC Meetings Department.  You may

fax to 816-460-7666 or send via email to meetingsmail@naic.org.   For those that pay a

fee, cancellation refunds will be issued accordingly:

Cancellation requests received by December 6               $225

Cancellation requests received after December 6            No refund 

HOTEL INFORMATION:
  
Hyatt Regency Crystal City ·· 2799 Jefferson Davis Hwy ·· Arlington, VA 22202

Room Rate:                           $150.00 single/double, plus applicable state and local

taxes

Cancel Policy:                        24 hours (local time) prior to scheduled arrival
 
 
A link to register at the hotel will be included in your email conference
confirmation. Be sure to request the "NAIC" block of rooms.  Room rate is the
same, regardless of registration type.

REGISTER FOR CONFERENCE: 

Please click here to register for the NAIC Health Insurance Exchange Plan Management

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov
mailto:meetingsmail@naic.org
http://www.cvent.com/d/jcq8y4%20
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Health Insurance Exchange Plan Management Forum 
Preliminary Agenda 


December 12-14, 2011 
Hyatt Regency Crystal City 


Arlington, VA 
 
Monday, December 12:  Defining Scope 


Time Session Presenter Description 
8:00 am Breakfast Breakfast provided by NAIC
8:30 am Welcome & Introductory Remarks Julie Fritz, NAIC
9:00 am Defining Plan Management Facilitated 


Discussion 
Attendees will participate in 
identifying and defining the 
components of Plan 
Management. 


12:00 pm Lunch Lunch provided by NAIC
1:00 pm Current Processes Supporting Plan 


Management  
Facilitated 
Discussion 


Attendees will participate in 
identifying and discussing 
existing systems and processes 
that may be extended to 
support Plan Management 
functions. 


2:30 pm Break   
2:45 pm Plan Management Activities in an 


Exchange 
Facilitated 
Discussion 


Attendees will participate in a 
discussion on where and how 
the identified Plan 
Management components will 
occur once an Exchange is 
operational. 


4:15 pm Day One Wrap Up NAIC Staff NAIC staff will recap the 
results of the day and review 
the agenda for Day 2. 
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Tuesday, December 13:  Identifying Processes 
Time Session Presenter Description 


8:00 am Breakfast Breakfast provided by NAIC
8:30 am Introductory Remarks Julie Fritz
8:45 am NAIC Support for Plan Management 


Activities 
Facilitated 
Discussion 


Attendees will participate in 
identifying components of Plan 
Management that may need 
NAIC support. 


10:15 am Plan Management Processes in SERFF Facilitated 
Discussion 


Attendees will participate in a 
discussion of the components 
of Plan Management in 
relation to SERFF integration 
and enhancements. 


11:30 am Support for Other Plan Management 
Processes 


Facilitated 
Discussion 


Attendees will discuss the 
support needed for Plan 
Management activities not 
related to SERFF. 


12:00 pm Lunch Lunch provided by NAIC
1:00 pm Detailing Plan Management Processes Facilitated 


Discussion 
Attendees will participate in 
defining the requirements for 
Plan Management functions to 
be supported by or integrated 
with SERFF. 


2:30 pm Break   
2:45 pm Detailing Plan Management Processes, 


continued 
Facilitated 
Discussion 


Attendees will continue
defining the requirements for 
Plan Management functions to 
be supported by or integrated 
with SERFF. 


4:15 pm Wrap Up NAIC Staff NAIC staff will recap the 
results of the day and review 
the agenda for Day 3. 
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Wednesday, December 14:  Detailing Data 
Time Session Presenter Description 


8:00 am Breakfast Breakfast provided by NAIC
8:30 am Introductory Remarks Julie Fritz
8:45 am Plan Management Data Facilitated 


Discussion 
Attendees will identify the 
groups or sets of data needed 
to support Plan Management 
Activities. 


9:45 am Sources for Plan Management Data Facilitated 
Discussion 


Attendees will identify which 
sets of Plan Management data 
exist today, in what format, 
and from what source. 


10:45 am Users of Plan Management Data Facilitated 
Discussion 


Attendees will identify who 
will use different sets of Plan 
Management data, when, and 
how. 


12:00 pm Lunch Lunch provided by NAIC
1:00 pm Detailing Plan Management Data Facilitated 


Discussion 
Attendees will review the sets 
of Plan Management data and 
identify the attributes of each 
set. 


2:30 pm Break   
2:45 pm Detailing Plan Management Data, 


continued 
Facilitated 
Discussion 


Attendees will continue to 
review the sets of Plan 
Management data and 
identify the attributes of each 
set. 


4:15 pm Forum Wrap Up and Next Steps NAIC Staff NAIC staff will recap the 
results of the forum and 
discuss the next steps for Plan 
Management development 
activities. 


4:45 pm Closing Remarks Julie Fritz, NAIC  
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: IOM Essential Health Benefits Report
Date: Friday, October 28, 2011 1:42:00 PM
Attachments: Essential Health Benefits IOM Report.pdf

 
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, October 28, 2011 1:39 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: IOM Essential Health Benefits Report
 
Andrew – Thought I’d pass this along, please feel free to provide to Katie at her convenience….
 
  FYI - Essential Health Benefits IOM Report (please see attached):

The report, Essential Health Benefits: Balancing Coverage and Cost, from the Institute of Medicine’s
Committee on Defining and Revising an Essential Health Benefits Package for Qualified Health Plans
was released on October 6. The report proposes criteria for the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) to use in determining the essential health benefits package (EHB).  Though the report
is the outcome of a challenging exercise by the committee, it is only the initial step in what the
committee itself described as a “politically and socially charged endeavor.”  HHS will be taking the
recommendations into account and will be issuing final rules in 2012.

The committee recommended that HHS achieve the following milestones:

§  May 1, 2012: An initial EHB package will be developed by HHS using the “national average
premium target” as a guide, as well as the benefits of what a “typical” small employer offers
today. Adjustments should be made “so that the expected national average premium for a
silver plan with the EHB package is actuarially equivalent to the average premium that would
have been paid by small employers in 2014 for a comparable population with a typical benefit
design.” A public process should be implemented to guide the adjustment process.

§  January 2013: HHS should have developed a plan for monitoring the implementation of the EHB
including mechanisms for sharing data.

§  2015: A public process should be implemented to guide the updating of the EHB package.

Other important recommendations outlined in the report include:

§  Promoting state innovation and allowing those states that administer exchanges to modify the
EHB package as long as it is consistent with the federal framework;

§  Establishing a National Benefits Advisory Council to provide oversight; and
§  The implementation of a strategy which will take into account the growth of the rate of health

care spending and assure that it is aligned with the growth in the nation’s economy. 

 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Planning / Project Manager | Health Planning & Grants Office  | Oklahoma State

Department of Health

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell   | E-mail

NicolePJ@health.ok.gov | Website: http://www.ok.gov/health

 

 

 

-----Original Message-----
From: Spradlin, Carol K. 
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 7:48 AM

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:NicolePJ@health.ok.gov
http://www.ok.gov/health
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The National Academy of Sciences is a private, nonprofit, self-perpetuating society of distinguished scholars engaged in 
scientific and engineering research, dedicated to the furtherance of science and technology and to their use for the general 
welfare.  Upon the authority of the charter granted to it by the Congress in 1863, the Academy has a mandate that requires it to 
advise the federal government on scientific and technical matters. Dr. Ralph J. Cicerone is president of the National Academy of 
Sciences. 


The National Academy of Engineering was established in 1964, under the charter of the National Academy of Sciences, as a 
parallel organization of outstanding engineers. It is autonomous in its administration and in the selection of its members, sharing 
with the National Academy of Sciences the responsibility for advising the federal government. The National Academy of 
Engineering also sponsors engineering programs aimed at meeting national needs, encourages education and research, and 
recognizes the superior achievements of engineers. Dr. Charles M. Vest is president of the National Academy of Engineering. 


The Institute of Medicine was established in 1970 by the National Academy of Sciences to secure the services of eminent 
members of appropriate professions in the examination of policy matters pertaining to the health of the public. The Institute acts 
under the responsibility given to the National Academy of Sciences by its congressional charter to be an adviser to the federal 
government and, upon its own initiative, to identify issues of medical care, research, and education. Dr. Harvey V. Fineberg is 
president of the Institute of Medicine. 


The National Research Council was organized by the National Academy of Sciences in 1916 to associate the broad community 
of science and technology with the Academy’s purposes of furthering knowledge and advising the federal government. 
Functioning in accordance with general policies determined by the Academy, the Council has become the principal operating 
agency of both the National Academy of Sciences and the National Academy of Engineering in providing services to the 
government, the public, and the scientific and engineering communities. The Council is administered jointly by both Academies 
and the Institute of Medicine. Dr. Ralph J. Cicerone and Dr. Charles M. Vest are chair and vice chair, respectively, of the 
National Research Council. 
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Foreword 
 


 
The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act marks a milestone on a path toward substantially 


reducing the number of un-and underinsured individuals in this nation. The lack of health insurance is 
harmful to health, and equity in access to needed health care is one measure of a just society. But in 
creating the conditions for expanded insurance coverage, how, exactly, should one go about deciding 
what to include as essential in a health insurance plan?  


This Institute of Medicine report Essential Health Benefits: Balancing Coverage and Cost answers 
this question. The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act sets out parameters and guidance that serve 
as a point of departure and a constant reference for the committee’s deliberations. This report lays out 
criteria and methods to define and update the essential health benefits package. The committee’s 
recommendations aim at promoting evidence-based practices and prudent stewardship of resources. They 
encourage innovation and suggest ways to remain sensitive over time to evolving public preferences for 
coverage. This study was initiated at the request of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation at 
the Department of Health and Human Services, and we sincerely hope the report will prove useful in the 
implementation of broader insurance coverage. 


I am grateful for the support of our sponsors and to the committee, led by John Ball, which grappled 
with the complexity of balancing coverage needs of individuals, and sustainability of the Essential Health 
Benefits package. Their work was reinforced by staff working under the direction of Cheryl Ulmer and 
including Shadia Bel Hamdounia, Cassandra Cacace, and Ashley McWilliams. I commend both 
committee and staff for this product and believe it provides a sound basis for the defining, and future 
refining, of an essential health benefits package.  


 
Harvey V. Fineberg, M.D., Ph.D. 
President, Institute of Medicine 
July 2011 
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Preface  
 


A critical element of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) is the set of health 
benefits—termed “essential health benefits” (EHB)—that must be offered to individuals and small groups 
in state-based purchasing exchanges and the existing market. If the package of benefits is too narrow, 
health insurance might be meaningless; if it is too broad, insurance might become too expensive. The 
Institute of Medicine (IOM) Committee on Defining and Revising an Essential Health Benefits Package 
for Qualified Health Plans concluded that the major task of the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) in defining the EHB will be balancing the comprehensiveness of benefits with their cost. 


Not surprisingly, the work of this committee drew intense public interest. Opportunity for public 
input was offered through testimony at two open hearings and through the web. The presentations at the 
hearings reinforced for the committee the difficulty of the task of balancing comprehensiveness and 
affordability. On the one hand, groups representing providers and consumers urged the broadest possible 
coverage of services. On the other, groups representing both small and large businesses argued for 
affordability and flexibility. The committee thus viewed its principal task as helping the Secretary 
navigate these competing goals and preferences in a fair and implementable way. 


The ACA sets forth only broad guidance in defining essential health benefits, and that guidance is 
ambiguous—some would say contradictory. First, EHB “shall include at least” ten named categories of 
health services per Section 1302.  Second, the scope of the EHB shall be “equal to the scope of benefits 
provided under a typical employer plan.” Third, there are a set of “required elements for consideration” in 
establishing the EHB, such as balance and nondiscrimination. Fourth, there are several specific 
requirements regarding cost sharing, preventive services, proscriptions on limitations on coverage, and 
the like. Taken together, these provisions complicate the task of designing an EHB package that will be 
affordable for its principal intended purchasers—individuals and small businesses. 


The committee’s solution is this: build on what currently exists, learn over time, and make it better. 
That is, the initial EHB package should be a modification of what small employers are currently offering.  
All stakeholders should then learn enough over time—during implementation and through 
experimentation and research—to improve the package. The EHB package should be continuously 
improved and increasingly specific, with the goal that it is based on evidence of what improves health and 
that it promotes the appropriate use of limited resources. The committee’s recommended modifications to 
the current small employer benefit package are (1) to take into account the ten general categories of the 
ACA; (2) to apply committee-developed criteria to guide aggregate and specific EHB content and on the 
methods to determine the EHB; and (3) to develop an initial package within a premium target. 


Defining a premium target, which is a way to address the affordability issue, became a central tenet of 
the committee. Why the Secretary should take cost into account, both in defining the initial EHB package 
and in updating it, is straightforward: if cost is not taken into account, the EHB package becomes 
increasingly expensive, and individuals and small businesses will find it increasingly unaffordable. If this 
occurs, the principal reason for the ACA—enabling people to purchase health insurance, and covering 
more of the population—will not be met. At an even more fundamental level, health benefits are a 
resource and no resource is unlimited. Defining a premium target in conjunction with developing the EHB 
package simply acknowledges this fundamental reality. How to take cost into account became a major 
task. The committee’s solution in the determination of the initial EHB package is to tie the package to 
what small employers would have paid, on average, for their current packages of benefits in 2014, the 
first year the ACA will apply to insurance purchases in and out of the exchanges. This “premium target” 
should be updated annually, based on medical inflation. Since, however, this does little to stem health 
care cost increases, and since the committee did not believe the DHHS Secretary had the authority to 
mandate premium (or other cost) targets, the committee recommends a concerted and expeditious attempt 
by all stakeholders to address the problem of health care cost inflation.
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An additional task related to that part of the committee’s charge directing it to address “medical 
necessity.” Medical necessity is a means by which insurers and health plans determine whether it is 
appropriate to reimburse a specific patient for an eligible benefit. For example, the insurance contract may 
specify that diabetes care is a covered benefit; whether it is paid for depends on whether that care is 
medically necessary for the particular patient—whether, for example, the patient has diabetes. The 
committee believes that medical necessity determinations are both appropriate and necessary and serve as 
a context within which the EHB package is developed by a health insurer into a specific benefit design 
and that benefit design is subsequently administered. The committee favored transparency both in the 
establishment of the rules used in making those determinations and in their application and appeals 
processes. Indeed, since the design and administration of health benefits rather than the scope of benefits 
themselves are what appear to differentiate small employer plans from each other and from large 
employer plans, monitoring benefit administration is an important step in the learning process and 
updating of the EHB. 


Further, the committee stated that a goal of the updated EHB package is that its content becomes 
more evidence-based. The committee wishes to emphasize the importance of research about the 
effectiveness of health services and to emphasize that the results of this research, including costs, should 
be taken into account in designing the EHB package. New and alternative treatments, in the view of the 
committee, should meet the standard of providing increased health gains at the same or lower cost. 


Since the committee saw balancing comprehensiveness and affordability as the Secretary’s major 
task, it also recognized that any such balancing affected, and was affected by, individual and societal 
values and preferences. Thus, the committee recommends that both in the determination of the initial 
EHB package and in its updates, structured public deliberative processes be established to identify the 
values and priorities of those citizens eligible to purchase insurance through the exchanges, as well as 
members of the general public. Such processes will enhance both public understanding of the tradeoffs 
inherent in establishing an EHB package and public acceptance of what emerges.  


The committee recommended that the Secretary develop a process that facilitates discovery and 
implementation of innovative practices over time. A key source for this information will come from what 
states are observing or enabling in their own exchanges. Moreover, the committee recommends that for 
states that operate insurance exchanges, requests to adopt alternatives to the federal essential health 
benefits package be granted  only if these are consistent with ACA requirements and the criteria specified 
in the report and they are not significantly more or less generous than the federal package. State packages 
also should be supported by meaningful public input. 


The committee hopes that its work will be useful in assisting the Secretary of HHS to determine and 
update the essential health benefits and that its deliberations will be informative to the public. As with 
most issues of importance, the committee’s work involved balancing tradeoffs among competing interests 
and ideas. We hope this work is a positive step toward effective implementation of a key provision of the 
ACA. 


On a personal note, the chair wishes to thank the members of the committee for their tireless efforts in 
the work of the committee. In the chair’s experience, the input—extensive and intensive—of the members 
of the committee is unprecedented. When qualified people of good intent, of whatever political 
persuasion, come together for a common purpose, the process is full of learning and enjoyable. Thus it 
was with this committee, and I thank its members for the experience. In addition, no work of this sort can 
be done without a highly qualified professional staff. On behalf of the committee, the chair thanks Cheryl 
Ulmer and her staff for their efforts to capture the substance of the committee’s deliberations, their 
provision of the most detailed background material, and their logistical acumen, especially in designing 
the public hearings. 
 
 
John R. Ball 
Chair 
September 2011 
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Abstract 
 


The principal intent of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) is to enable 
previously uninsured Americans to obtain health insurance. To accomplish this, in part, 
subsidized plans will be offered to low- and moderate-income individuals and small employers 
through health insurance exchanges. Plans qualified to be offered through exchanges must at 
minimum include “essential health benefits” (EHB). The ACA is not very specific on the 
definition of EHB, except that such benefits shall include at least ten enumerated general 
categories and that the scope of the EHB shall be equal to the scope of benefits provided under a 
typical employer plan. The ACA requires the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human 
Services to define the essential health benefits. 


The Institute of Medicine (IOM) was asked by the Secretary to make recommendations on 
the methods for determining and updating the essential health benefits. Notably, the request was 
to focus on criteria and policy foundations for the determination of the EHB, not to develop the 
list of benefits. The IOM formed a committee of volunteers with varied perspectives and 
professional backgrounds; the committee held four face-to-face meetings and numerous 
conference calls. Broad public input was obtained. In two open workshops, the committee heard 
from more than 50 witnesses, and 345 comments were received in response to questions posted 
on the Web. The consensus report then underwent rigorous external review in accordance with 
procedures established by the Report Review Committee of the National Research Council. 


As the committee examined its charge, it saw two main questions for the Secretary: (1) how 
to determine the initial EHB package and (2) how to update the EHB package. 


  Defining the initial EHB package. In considering how to determine the initial EHB package, 
the committee was struck by two compelling facts: (1) if the purpose of the ACA was to provide 
access to health insurance coverage, that coverage had to be affordable; and (2) the more 
expansive the benefit package was, the more it was likely to cost and the less affordable it would 
be. How to balance the competing goals of comprehensiveness of coverage and affordability was 
key.  


The committee concluded that it was best to begin simply by defining the EHB package as 
reflecting the scope and design of packages offered by small employers today, modified to 
include the ten required categories. This package would then be assessed by criteria and a 
defined cost target recommended by the committee. The committee considered how four policy 
domains—economics, ethics, population-based heath, and evidence-based practice—could guide 
the Secretary in determining the EHB package in general. From these policy foundations, the 
committee recommends: criteria to guide the aggregate EHB package; criteria to guide specific 
EHB inclusions and exclusions; and criteria to guide methods for defining and updating the 
EHB.  


To ensure affordability and to protect the intent of the ACA, the committee concluded that 
costs must be considered both in the determination of the initial EHB package and in its 
updating. Thus, the cost of the initial EHB package resulting from the previous steps should be 
compared to a premium target, defined by the committee as what small employers would have 
paid, on average, in 2014. Committee members believe that absent a premium target, there would 
be no capacity to acknowledge the realities of limited resources and the ongoing need for 
affordability of the package. The EHB package should be modified as necessary to meet this 
estimated premium, including using a structured public deliberative process. In addition, the 
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committee recommends that states operating their own exchanges be able to design a variant of 
the EHB package if certain standards are met. 


Updating the EHB package. Both medical science and our understanding of how best to 
design insurance products will change over time. Thus, the committee recommends creating a 
framework and infrastructure for collecting data and analyzing implementation of the initial 
EHB; a National Benefits Advisory Council is recommended to give the Secretary advice on the 
research plan and on updates to the EHB package. The committee believes that the EHB package 
should become more fully evidence-based, specific, and value-based over time. In addition, as 
with the initial package, costs must be taken into account such that any service added to the 
package should be offset by savings, through either medical management or the elimination of 
inappropriate or outmoded services. 


Finally, the committee noted that even with the use of a premium target, the affordability of 
the EHB package is threatened by rising medical costs in the United States overall and 
recommends that the Secretary, in collaboration with others, develop a strategy to reduce health 
care spending growth across all sectors. 
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Summary 
 


The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) authorized the largest expansion of 
health insurance coverage since the development of Medicare and Medicaid. As a result, by 
2016, an estimated 30 million individuals, who would otherwise have been uninsured, are 
expected to obtain insurance through the private health insurance market or state expansion of 
Medicaid programs. To ensure a consistent level of benefits, the ACA calls for certain types of 
private and public insurance to incorporate a federally determined essential health benefits 
(EHB) package. The ACA gives the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) sole authority to define the EHB. 


HHS asked the Institute of Medicine (IOM) to recommend a process by which the Secretary 
could define and subsequently update the EHB. As part of its work, the committee sought the 
views of many experts and stakeholders. Presentations from the committee’s two public 
workshops are available as a separate publication, Perspectives on Essential Health Benefits: 
Workshop Report.1 Additionally, 10 questions were posted online on the IOM website for 6 
months to obtain wider public input. The committee developed its recommendations from this 
information, additional research, and its own deliberations. 


WHO IS COVERED BY THE ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS? 
Guidance by the Secretary on the definition of essential health benefits will determine the 


minimum benefit package that must be offered to individuals and small employers purchasing 
insurance, and by certain Medicaid expansion plans known as benchmark or benchmark-
equivalent plans and state basic insurance plans. The committee estimates that more than 68 
million people will obtain insurance that must meet the EHB requirements.  


MULTIPLE POLICY FOUNDATIONS WERE INTEGRATED TO 
FRAME THE PROCESS FOR DEVELOPING THE EHB 


The Secretary of HHS asked the IOM committee to develop an explicit framework for 
developing the EHB package that would serve HHS now and in the future (Glied, 2011). Finding 
that no single policy foundation was sufficient, the committee integrated perspectives from 
economics, ethics, evidence-based practice, and population health (Figure S-1) to create an 
overarching framework (Chapter 3). 


                                                 
1 The workshop report can be accessed on the committee website: http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2011/Perspectives-on-Essential-Health-


Benefits-Workshop-Report.aspx.  
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FIGURE S-1 Policy foundations to guide HHS. 


 


EXPLICIT CRITERIA WERE DEVELOPED TO GUIDE THE OVERALL 
PACKAGE, CHOICES OF COMPONENTS, AND THE METHODS FOR 


UPDATING 
The Committee used the integrated policy foundations to develop criteria that could guide 


decisions about the EHB, as the Secretary of HHS requested. As shown in Figure S-2, the 
committee developed criteria to guide the EHB content in the aggregate and to guide EHB 
content on specific elements.
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The committee recognized that the process by which the EHB are initially defined and 


updated is critical to establishing trust in the results. The committee’s recommended criteria to 
guide the process for establishing and updating the EHB is shown in Figure S-2. 


 


A MULTI-STEP PROCESS IS RECOMMENDED FOR DEVELOPING 
THE INITIAL EHB 


As background, the report reviews the relationships between the benefits that are eligible for 
coverage, the design of covered benefits, and how benefits are administered and discusses 
various approaches that have been taken by states and private insurers regarding each of these 
aspects of insurance (Chapter 2).  The report also reviews how some of the conflicting or 
ambiguous issues in the ACA were interpreted by the committee to provide a common 
understanding from which to develop its recommendations (Chapter 4). 


Balancing Coverage and Cost 
Congress provided guidance to the Secretary in the ACA about the contents of the essential 


health benefits by listing 10 categories of care that must be included (Box S-1) and by indicating 
that coverage should be consistent with the typical employer plan. Given the ACA’s focus on 
providing access to health insurance for workers of small firms and individuals in the first years 
of the health insurance exchanges, the committee concluded that the EHB should be defined 
initially by what is typical in the small employer market. The committee noted that the insurance 
plans offered by small versus large employers differ primarily in their benefit design and 
administration rather than in what benefits are covered. The committee also concluded that 
current state-mandated benefits should not receive any special treatment in the definition of the 
EHB and should be subject to the same evaluative method as all other parts of the EHB.  


The committee’s vision for the EHB is that only medically necessary (or appropriate) 
services for individuals should be covered (Chapter 5). The committee believes that the concepts 
of individualizing care, ensuring value, and having medical necessity decisions strongly rooted in 
evidence should be reemphasized in any guidance on medical necessity. Inflexibility in the 
application of medical necessity, clinical policies, medical management, and limits without 
consideration of the circumstances of an individual case is undesirable and potentially 
discriminatory. The committee believes transparency in a rigorous appeals monitoring process is 
the primary approach to addressing the nondiscrimination provisions in benefit design and 
implementation, including medical necessity reviews.  
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BOX S-1 


Essential Benefits Categories in ACA 


Essential Health Benefits  


• Ambulatory patient services  
• Emergency services  
• Hospitalization  
• Maternity and newborn care 
• Mental health and substance use disorder services, including 


behavioral health treatment  
• Prescription drugs  
• Rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices  
• Laboratory services  
• Preventive and wellness services and chronic disease 


management  
• Pediatric services, including oral and vision care  


 


SOURCE: §1302(b)(1)(A-J). 


 
 


Early in its deliberations the committee recognized that to achieve the ACA’s goal of 
improving access to health care services by maximizing the number of people with meaningful 
health insurance benefits, the cost of the package needed to be included in the definition of the 
EHB (Chapter 5). As the scope of benefits expands, individuals who are purchasing plans by 
themselves or through employers face higher premiums. A benefit package that is more 
expensive also places greater demand on the federal budget to provide subsidies for low-income 
purchasers and on state budgets to cover some newly eligible Medicaid enrollees. 


The EHB can be viewed as a “market basket” of goods and services (i.e., benefit options) 
that enrollees who need those goods and services are eligible to have covered. The price for 
access to the services covered by that market basket is the premium. The committee considered 
two basic approaches the Secretary could take to establish the initial cost of the EHB:  select the 
market basket of benefit options and then estimate what it would cost or set a cost target and 
determine what could be purchased within that constraint. The committee endorsed the latter 
approach and recommends using as the cost target the estimated national average premium that 
would have been paid by small employers in 2014 for a silver level-equivalent plan if the ACA 
had not been enacted.2  This does not mean that the Secretary is setting a single premium for all 
silver plans purchased in the country but rather that the estimated average cost of the EHB does 
not exceed the national average premium for a silver plan. Premiums faced by consumers and 
employers will vary as they do today by region of the country, design and administration of the 
insurance plan, whether benefits beyond the EHB are included in the package, and other factors. 


                                                 
2 The ACA establishes four “metal” levels of plans to be offered on exchanges: platinum, gold, silver, and bronze. The plans all must 


include the EHB. The plans are distinguished by their actuarial value, that is, by the average proportion of eligible expenses that is paid by the 
plan. The actuarial values for the metal levels are 90% for platinum, 80% for gold, 70% for silver, and 60% for bronze. Premium subsidies are 
calculated based on the average cost of the second lowest premium for a silver plan in a market. 
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Public Input Should Be Obtained to Inform the Tradeoffs Between Covered 
Elements 


The process recommended by the committee to define the EHB explicitly requires that 
tradeoffs be made between competing elements of the benefit package in order to meet the 
premium target. Setting priorities among benefit options necessitates integrating scientific 
evidence about effectiveness with value judgments about relative importance. Thus, the 
committee recommends that the Secretary undertake a public deliberative process to obtain input 
on the tradeoffs. The process that the committee supports is described in greater detail in Chapter 
6. 


Secretarial Guidance Should Be as Explicit as Possible 
In examining coverage documents used by insurers today, the committee found that they 


frequently lacked specificity. The committee further observed that specificity increases the 
likelihood that consumers will be offered a uniform set of benefits no matter where or from 
whom they purchase insurance. The committee recommends that the Secretary be as explicit as 
possible to ensure that the ACA intent of a consistent package of benefits is achieved. 


 


Recommendation 1: By May 1, 2012, the Secretary should establish an initial essential health 
benefits (EHB) package guided by a national average premium target. 


A. The starting point in establishing the initial EHB package should be the scope of 
benefits and design provided under a typical small employer plan in today’s market. 
To specify the initial EHB package, this scope of benefits should then be modified to 
reflect 
• The 10 general categories specified in Section 1302(b)(1) of the Affordable Care 


Act (ACA); and 
• The criteria specified in this report for the content of specific components and 


aggregate EHB package. 
B.  Once a preliminary EHB list is developed as described in (A), the package should 


be adjusted so that the expected national average premium for a silver plan with the 
EHB package is actuarially equivalent to the average premium that would have 
been paid by small employers in 2014 for a comparable population with a typical 
benefit design.  


C. The Secretary should sponsor a public deliberative process to assist in determining 
how the adjustments to the EHB package should be made. 


D. Initial guidance by the Secretary on the contents of the EHB package should list 
standard benefit inclusions and exclusions at a level of specificity at least 
comparable to current best practice in the private and public insurance market. 
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CREATING A FOUNDATION FOR UPDATING THROUGH 
MONITORING AND RESEARCH 


The committee expects that the EHB will change over time based on a variety of factors and 
stakeholder input. The Secretary should have a mechanism for learning how the priorities and 
tradeoffs made by the public are changing, what states are learning about the uptake of new 
insurance products in the exchanges and reductions in the number of people who are uninsured, 
what research suggests are the approaches to care delivery and benefit design that improve 
outcomes, and about innovations in insurance design that promote high value care. To make 
certain that the Secretary can systematically learn from the implementation experience in the 
exchanges and the changing science base, a process for identifying data needs and developing a 
coordinated research agenda to support monitoring and updating the EHB should begin 
immediately (Chapter 7). The committee offers a two-part recommendation regarding a 
framework for data collection and coordinated research efforts.  


A Framework Should be Developed to Guide Data Collection for Monitoring 
Implementation and Updating of the EHB  


The state health insurance exchanges will determine which health plans are qualified to 
operate in the exchange, and can provide information about the progress of implementing the 
EHB. The ability of the states to provide consistent and usable information to the Secretary will 
be enhanced if a framework for collecting and analyzing data is developed in advance. The 
exchanges and other health care-related entities (insurers, providers) will be important sources of 
data for monitoring and updating the EHB. The committee recommends that the Secretary obtain 
guidance from expert groups on setting standards for uniform reporting of state-based data.  


 


Recommendation 2a: By January 1, 2013 the Secretary should establish a framework for 
obtaining and analyzing data necessary for monitoring implementation and updating of the 
EHB. The framework should account for: 


• Changes related to providers such as payment rates, contracting mechanisms, financial 
incentives, scope and organization of practice; 


• Changes related to patients and consumers such as demographics, health status, disease 
burden, problems with access;  


• Changes related to health plans such as characteristics of plans (inclusions, exclusions, 
limitations), cost sharing practices, patterns of enrollment and disenrollment, network 
configuration, medical management programs, value based insurance design, and types 
of external appeals, risk selection, solvency, impact of the ACA-mandated limits on 
deductibles, copayments, out-of-pocket spending on the ability of plans to offer 
acceptable products. 


 


A Coordinated Research Agenda Will Enhance Assessments of the EHB 
HHS’s component agencies, the Department of Labor, and other non-federal organizations 


routinely collect data that will be pertinent to assessing the EHB over time. In particular, the 
Secretary should examine how the scope of benefits contributes to expanded coverage and access 
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to quality care, and how the EHB package can be updated to become more evidence-based and 
value promoting. The committee recommends that, prior to implementation of the exchanges in 
2014, HHS coordinates the development of a research plan to evaluate the implementation of the 
EHB and identify the data necessary to support this plan. Furthermore, the committee believes 
that, to the extent patient privacy can be assured, public access to these data for analysis should 
be enabled, just as HHS has sponsored access to other departmental data (e.g., www. 
health.data.gov).  
 


Recommendation 2b:  The Secretary should establish an appropriate infrastructure for 
implementing this framework that engages and coordinates the efforts of all of the appropriate 
HHS and other federal agencies in producing and analyzing the necessary data. These data 
should be made easily accessible and affordable for public use.  


 


ALLOWANCE FOR STATE-BASED INNOVATION 
The committee acknowledges that some flexibility is necessary to encourage innovation. It is 


the committee’s intention that the initial design of the EHB continue to support innovation in the 
design of insurance products offered (Chapter 8). The ACA is clear that the Secretary of HHS 
has sole authority to define the EHB. The authority granted to HHS to define EHB does not, 
however, preclude the Secretary from using that authority to approve state-specific variations of 
the EHB definition. Those variations must be consistent with the requirements specified in the 
ACA, should produce a package that is of equivalent comprehensiveness and value, and should 
have undergone a systematic process for obtaining public input. 


 


Recommendation 3: For states administering their own exchanges that wish to adopt a variant 
of the federal EHB package, the Secretary should use statutory authority to grant such 
requests, provided that the state-specific EHB definition is consistent with the requirements of 
Section 1302 of the ACA and the criteria specified in this report, that they produce a package 
that is actuarially equivalent to the national package established by the Secretary, and that the 
request is supported by a process that has included meaningful public input. To best achieve 
this, the Secretary should encourage a public deliberative process as described in this report 
and should provide technical assistance to the states for implementing that process.  


 


UPDATING THE EHB  


The Secretary asked the IOM to provide guidance on a process for updating the EHB over 
time. Congress also requires HHS to monitor whether the essential benefits package is being 
implemented appropriately for all eligible enrollees. As required in Section 1302, the Secretary 
must periodically update the EHB and provide a report to Congress and the public that addresses 
the following: 
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• whether enrollees are facing any difficulty accessing needed services for reasons of 
coverage or cost; 


• whether the EHB needs to be modified or updated to account for changes in medical 
evidence or scientific advancement; 


• how the EHB will be modified to address any such gaps in access or changes in the 
evidence base; and 


• an assessment of the potential of additional or expanded benefits to increase costs and 
the interactions between the addition or expansion of benefits and reductions in 
existing benefits to meet actuarial limitations.3  


 
The committee recommends that the Secretary undertake an approach to updating the EHB that 
incorporates the advances in medical science and insurance design within a cost target that is 
defined by the national average premium for a silver plan offered on the exchanges (Chapter 9). 
The committee offers a three-part recommendation for the updating process: first, set goals for 
the updated EHB package; second, propose a method for using costs to frame modifications to 
the EHB; third, call attention to the need to develop a strategy to address increases in health care 
spending that threaten the long term integrity of the EHB as a meaningful package.  


Goals for Updating the EHB 
The committee believes that over time the EHB package should become more explicitly 


based on evidence of effectiveness and should promote better outcomes for both individuals and 
the U.S. population relative to the cost of insurance coverage. The committee believes this will 
require more detailed specification of included and excluded services than will initially 
characterize the Secretary’s guidance. The report provides some examples available today of the 
desirable level of detail in future EHB definitions (Chapter 9). 


  
Recommendation 4a: Beginning in 2015, for implementation in 2016 and annually thereafter, 
the Secretary should update the EHB package, with the goal that it becomes more fully 
evidence-based, specific, and value-promoting.  


 


Incorporating Costs into Updates 
The committee considered multiple methods of updating the initial national average premium 


in Recommendation 1. Based on the current Secretarial authority and other factors, the 
committee recommends that any changes to the EHB result in a package that is no more 
expensive than the estimated subsequent year cost of the base year package. This ensures that the 
EHB will not accelerate the increase in spending for those whose insurance is subject to the 
EHB. Further, it provides a mechanism for incorporating new categories or services within the 
cost target (premium), requiring tradeoffs be made explicitly between existing and new elements 
of coverage. 


  


 


 


                                                 
3 § 1302 (b)(4)(H). 
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Recommendation 4b: The Secretary should explicitly incorporate costs into updates to the 
EHB package. 


• The Secretary should obtain an actuarial estimate of the national average premium for 
a silver-level plan with the existing EHB package in the next year; the estimate will 
account for trends in medical prices, utilization, new technologies, and population 
characteristics. 


• Any changes to the EHB package should not result in a package that exceeds the 
actuarially estimated cost of the current package in the next year. A public deliberative 
process should be used to inform choices about inclusions to or exclusions from the 
updated package, with specific attention to how inclusion of new benefits could affect 
the availability of existing covered benefits. 


 


A Strategy Should Be Developed to Address Rising Costs 
From the beginning of its deliberations, the Committee unanimously agreed that if the 


country does not address the problem of health care costs growing faster than the gross domestic 
product, it will undermine the ACA’s goal of substantially reducing the number of people 
without health insurance. In Recommendation 4b, the committee endorsed allowing the cost of 
the EHB to increase with medical inflation because that would enhance the likelihood of 
maintaining the initial level of comprehensiveness established by the Secretary. Unfortunately, 
this means that the cost of the EHB will likely continue to increase faster than wages and faster 
than the growth in the economy. In turn, the number of people who will be able to afford to 
purchase the EHB-defined insurance will decline. As the premiums increase, subsidies will take 
a larger share of the federal budget. As premiums rise, many more people will choose to enroll in 
Medicaid rather than a private plan on the exchange increasing the strain on state budgets. All of 
these consequences violate one of the criteria established by the committee: the EHB should be 
affordable for consumers, employers, and taxpayers. The committee further envisioned that the 
pressure on federal and state budgets might lead to repeal of the EHB requirement. This threat to 
the long-term integrity of the EHB caused the committee to consider what could be done in order 
to mitigate these adverse consequences.  


Achieving an appropriate balance between comprehensiveness and affordability of the EHB 
cannot be accomplished through actions taken only on behalf of EHB enrollees or only through 
the contents of the EHB. Effective efforts to change the rate of increase in health spending 
require a strategy that addresses all of the drivers of health care costs. The committee considered 
whether complementary, Medicare-only, or federal-only approaches to reducing rising health 
care costs would be sufficient and concluded they would not be. An all stakeholder strategy is 
required across the public and private sectors. Unless a strategy for containing costs throughout 
the healthcare system is adopted, the definition of an essential health benefits package will 
ultimately fail to achieve congressional intent to establish an appropriate basic package that is 
affordable. Consequently, the committee recommends: 


 


Recommendation 4c: To ensure over time that EHB-defined packages are affordable and 
offer reasonable coverage, the Secretary of HHS, working in collaboration with others, 
should develop a strategy for controlling rates of growth in health care spending across all 
sectors in line with the rate of growth in the economy.  
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The committee believes desirable attributes of an approach to developing such a strategy are 
for it to be nonpartisan, to include public and private sector collaboration, to integrate activities 
across all sectors, and to be able to act on the recommendations. For example, the Secretary 
could co-convene a commission with a representative of the private sector experienced in 
purchasing health services to develop and implement meaningful actions to control costs. 
Because coordinated federal action would increase the likelihood of success in the public sector, 
the Secretary of HHS could coordinate federal participation in a commission and oversee federal 
implementation of such a commission’s recommendations. The committee considered whether 
an existing entity could take up this charge and specifically assessing the Independent Payment 
Advisory Board (IPAB), and decided it was less appropriate for the work envisioned by the 
committee as it is currently constituted. 


While it may appear that addressing the rate of growth in health care spending is beyond the 
scope of the EHB provisions, the committee views its Recommendations 4b and 4c as necessary 
complements. The committee’s Recommendation 4b is designed to preserve the scope of 
benefits over time and to ensure that the EHB package itself will not accelerate the increase in 
spending by keeping the package equivalent in content. But without making concerted progress 
in stemming rising health care costs (Recommendation 4c), it will cost more to purchase the 
same package of benefits each year, eroding the purchasing power of the estimated 68 million 
people who will depend on EHB coverage. Eventually, the EHB package will become a hollow 
promise of coverage. The committee’s charge was to develop a viable approach to defining the 
EHB that would work now and into the future, and this requires a two-pronged approach.  


 


THE SECRETARY SHOULD OBTAIN ONGOING EXTERNAL ADVICE 
ON UPDATING THE EHB 


Having identified a set of recommendations for updating the EHB and addressing the sector-
wide challenges with rising health care costs, the committee next considered whether the 
Secretary would benefit from forming a new advisory group focused on updates to the EHB. The 
committee refers to this advisory group as the National Benefits Advisory Council (NBAC).  


The committee recommends that the NBAC advise the Secretary on (1) the research 
framework and scope of the data collection for monitoring implementation (Chapter 7), (2) 
updates to the overall benefit package and related benefit design issues, (3) changes to the cost 
target, and (4) appropriate mechanisms for evaluating new interventions. The IOM committee 
thought that while the NBAC might ideally have a role in defining the initial EHB, it would not 
be practical to get the NBAC appointed and operational in a timely enough fashion to be useful 
in this process. However, the public input obtained by the IOM committee and its own 
deliberations about defining the initial EHB is consistent with what the NBAC will be doing over 
time. 


The NBAC should ensure that the EHB protect the most vulnerable members of society, 
encourage appropriate use of services, be evidence-based, encourage cost-effective use of 
resources. Further, the NBAC is a mechanism to ensure that the process to define and apply 
decisions about updates to the EHB be fair and transparent.  


The committee considered whether an existing entity could fulfill the functions envisioned 
for the NBAC and specifically considered the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, the Medicare 
Evidence Development and Coverage Advisory Committee (MEDCAC), the Patient Centered 
Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI), and the Consumer Operated and Oriented Plan (CO-OP) 
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Program Advisory Board. The report describes the current functions of these groups and the 
extent to which they could undertake the NBAC mission. The committee concluded that none of 
these entities is designed to or could easily be modified to perform the necessary functions. 


 
Recommendation 5: As soon as is feasible, the Secretary should establish a National Benefits 
Advisory Council (NBAC), staffed by HHS but appointed through a nonpartisan process, 
such as the Office of the Comptroller General of the United States. The NBAC should 
• By January 1, 2013, advise the Secretary on a research plan and data requirements for 


updating the EHB package; 
• Starting in 2015 for implementation in 2016, make recommendations annually to the 


Secretary regarding (1) any changes to the EHB package by applying the committee’s 
recommended criteria, (2) any changes to the premium target, and (3) any mechanisms 
that would enhance the evidence base of the EHB package and its potential for 
promoting value; and  


• Advise the Secretary on conducting and using the results of a periodic national public 
deliberative process to inform its recommendations around updates to the EHB.  


CONCLUSION 
ACA establishes an essential health benefits package and defines 10 general categories that 


must be included in that package. The ACA, however, left considerable discretion to the 
Secretary of HHS to design this package. The Secretary, in turn, asked the IOM to provide input 
on the process that might be undertaken to develop the EHB. In its deliberations, the most critical 
issue identified by the committee was the need to explicitly address the tradeoff between the cost 
of a benefit package and the comprehensiveness of coverage. If that tradeoff is not addressed, a 
number of consequences are possible:  
 


• If the benefits are not affordable, fewer people will buy insurance. 
• If the benefit design makes access too difficult, people will not get the care they need. 
• If health care spending continues to rise faster than GDP, the value of the EHB is likely 


to be eroded. 
 


The committee concluded that the benefit package should be designed within the context of 
financial constraints, using a structured public process to establish priorities. The committee 
developed a set of criteria to guide the process for designing and updating the EHB.  The EHB 
must be affordable, maximize the number of people with insurance, protect the most vulnerable 
individuals, promote better care, ensure stewardship of limited financial resources by focusing on 
high value services of proven effectiveness, promote shared responsibility for improving our 
health, and address the medical concerns of greatest importance to us all.  


REFERENCE  


Glied, S. 2011. Testimony to the IOM Committee on the Determination of Essential Health 
Benefits by Sherry Glied, Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, HHS, January 
13, 2011, Washington, DC. 


 
 







Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.


Essential Health Benefits:  Balancing Coverage and Costs


 


1-1 


PREPUBLICATION COPY: UNCORRECTED PROOFS 


1 
 


Introduction 
 


The scope of work for the study is to advise on a process to define and update the 
essential health benefits (EHB) package, which is a central element in the implementation of 
current health insurance reform efforts. The EHB will apply to a variety of private and public 
heath insurance programs and affect 68 million people or more. The content of the EHB will 
influence insurance product design, take up rates by individuals and employers, and the 
comprehensiveness of insurance coverage. Balancing the comprehensiveness of coverage 
with affordability emerged as a key issue in the committee’s deliberation around essential 
benefits.  
 
The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (herein known as the ACA)1 seeks to reduce 


the number of uninsured people in this country by providing access to affordable health 
insurance. As a result of implementation of ACA, an estimated 30 million currently uninsured 
individuals are anticipated to obtain insurance through the private health insurance market or 
state expansion of Medicaid programs.2 Central to the development of private insurance 
packages under ACA is the definition of what the law calls the essential health benefits (EHB). 
In the simplest terms, the EHB are a minimum standard set of benefits that insurers must offer, 
starting in 2014, in new plans for individual and small group purchasers. Insurers may offer and 
purchasers may buy plans with additional benefits.  


ACA requires the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to 
define the EHB. At the request of the Secretary, the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) contracted with the Institute of Medicine (IOM) to provide 
guidance on the methods and criteria by which HHS should establish and update the essential 
health benefits. This report offers the committee’s conclusions, and recommendations, starting in 
this chapter with review of the committee’s charge, an overview of key issues that emerged 
during the public input phase, a description of insurance coverage today and transitions under 
ACA, the applicability of the EHB to various forms of public and private insurance, and choices 
in stakeholders’ decisions about participating in the new insurance landscape. The legislative 
foundation for the EHB is Section 1302 of the ACA, and that guidance is available in Appendix 
A. 


                                                 


1 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010. Public Law 111-148 § 1501 111th Cong., 2d sess. (March 23, 2010).  
2 The Congressional Budget Office estimates 13.8 million by 2014, 31 million by 2016 (CBO, 2011b), and 30 million by 2018 (CBO, 


2010a). RAND predicts 33 million by 2016 (Eibner et al., 2010).    
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COMMITTEE CHARGE  


Statement of Task 
It is important to note that the IOM Committee on Defining and Revising an Essential Health 


Benefits Package for Qualified Health Plans was not formed to detail the specific services and 
items that should be included in the benefit package (see Statement of Task in Box 1-1). Instead, 
the committee was asked to provide guidance on policy foundations, criteria, and methods the 
Secretary should consider in determining and updating the essential health benefit package for 
qualified health plans, particularly in light of the 10 required categories of care outlined in 
Section 1302(b)(1) and the requirement in Section 1302(b)(2)(A) for the EHB to be “equal to the 
scope of benefits provided under a typical employer plan.” State-based health insurance 
exchanges (HIEs) are being established to provide a competitive market through which 
individuals as well as employees of small businesses will be able to obtain private health 
insurance coverage. Purchasers are allowed but not obliged to buy their coverage through newly 
established health insurance exchanges; however, subsidies will be available through the 
exchanges on the basis of a sliding scale for individuals whose incomes are 139-400 percent of 
the federal poverty level.3 


A qualified health plan is a plan that meets the requirements to be sold in an HIE, such as 
including the EHB, being offered by a licensed insurer that charges the same premium inside and 
outside the exchange, and other insurance reform elements.4 Discussions with HHS further 
indicated that the committee should also recognize the applicability of these benefits to plans 
beyond the QHPs (i.e., Medicaid benchmark, benchmark-equivalent, state basic insurance plans, 
and certain private plans sold outside the exchanges). The Secretary is expected to issue 
guidance on the essential benefits package during 2012 because Section 1321(c) of ACA 
requires the Secretary to make an assessment by January 2013 that the states will have 
operational exchanges by January 1, 2014.5  


 
 


 


 


 


 
 


 


                                                 


3 Individuals whose incomes are below 133 percent of the federal poverty level (FPL) will be eligible for Medicaid, with an additional five 
percent income disregard, effectively raising to 138 percent of FPL (§ 1004(e)). 


4 § 1301. 
 5 Personal communication with ASPE staff, October 26, 2010; updated by personal communication with Caroline Taplin, ASPE, June 14, 
2011. 
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Public Comment 
Per the last sentence in the statement of task, the public was afforded opportunities to provide 


advice directly to the committee and then to have that information shared with HHS. The 
committee began its work by gathering comments in response to a set of 10 online questions 
derived from its contract with ASPE, which were posted on the IOM project website (Appendix 
A). This involved a wider group of respondents than could be afforded an opportunity to speak in 
person with the committee, thus allowing their input to assist the committee in its deliberations 
and to identify varying perspectives related to the study topics. During the six months that the 
questions were posted, the committee received about 345 online responses from a variety of 
interested stakeholders, including provider groups, purchasers, insurers, consumer advocates, 
individual respondents, and government officials. These responses were analyzed and made 
available to the committee and provided to HHS as submitted; the responses have been open to 
public review at the IOM through its public access file, as have many other submissions received 
via e-mail and letters.6  


Fifty-nine speakers were invited to present at open sessions of the first and second committee 
meetings, held January 13-14, 2011, in Washington, DC, and March 2, 2011, in Costa Mesa, 
California. Because of widespread interest in the topic of EHB, the first workshop was 
simultaneously audiocast and audio files posted on the project website. Initially, a single day 
workshop was planned, but additional time was allotted on day two of the January meeting and a 
second workshop was held. A companion workshop report summarizes the presentations from 
                                                 


6 Request to view the public access file can be made at http://www8.nationalacademies.org/cp/ManageRequest.aspx?key=49299.  


 
BOX 1-1 


Statement of Task for the IOM Committee  
 


The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Affordable Care Act) established criteria for 
qualified health plans (QHPs) to participate in exchanges as defined in Section 1301 of the 
statute. An ad hoc IOM committee will make recommendations on the methods for determining 
and updating essential health benefits for QHPs based on examination of the subject matter 
below.  


In so doing, the committee will identify the criteria and policy foundations for determination of 
the essential health benefits offered by QHPs taking into account benefits as described in 
Sections 1302(b)(1) and 1302(b)(2)(A), and the committee will assess the methods used by 
insurers currently to determine medical necessity and will provide guidance on the “required 
elements for consideration” taking into account those outlined in Section 1302(b)(4)(A-G), 
including ensuring appropriate balance among the categories of care covered by the essential 
health benefits, accounting for the health care needs of diverse segments of the population, and 
preventing discrimination against age, disability, or expected length of life. The committee will 
also take into account language in Section 1302 on periodic review of essential health benefits, 
and other sections of the Affordable Care Act: for example, coverage of preventive health 
services (Section 2713), utilization of uniform explanation of coverage documents and 
standardized definitions (Section 2715), and other relevant tasks found in the Affordable Care Act 
for the Secretary HHS. The committee will provide an opportunity for public comment on the 
tasks of defining and revising the essential health benefits  
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the two workshops: Perspectives on Essential Health Benefits: Workshop Report.7 The workshop 
report is distinct from this consensus report in that it summarizes the individual perspectives of 
the speakers, rather than including any conclusions or recommendations from the IOM 
committee. During its deliberations, the committee took into account all of the comments 
received, not just those received through the workshop venue, as it formulated its approach to 
identifying and addressing key issues.    


 


MAJOR ISSUES  
Learning from the major themes raised in the workshops, other public comment, and 


additional research, the committee identified key issues surrounding the EHB that required its 
attention:  


 
• Setting a balance between comprehensiveness and affordability. The basic tension was 


how comprehensive the EHB could be and still be affordable for consumers and payers 
and sustainable as a program over time (Gruber, 2011).   


• Defining what “typical” should mean in typical employer. Section 1302 of ACA requires 
the EHB to be equal to the scope of benefits provided under a typical employer plan. 
Congressional staff presented contrasting opinions regarding Congress’ intent. One 
perspective was that the EHB should be a minimum, basic plan affordable for small 
employers (Hayes, 2011; Spangler, 2011). An alternate perspective was that the essential 
benefits should be a more comprehensive plan, more like one that large employers offer, 
that would still be affordable to all participants in the exchange (Bowen, 2011; Schwartz, 
2011). These opposing views were voiced by a variety of other stakeholders.  


• Determining whether state mandates should be included. ACA does not require the EHB 
to include the myriad existing benefits mandated by individual states.8 Proponents argued 
for inclusion of particular mandates based on the strength of evidence and/or 
consideration of popular support for mandates. Opponents noted their potential 
cumulative additive cost. 


• Considering how specific EHB guidance should be and when variation from state to state 
might be allowable. The Secretary is required to define the national EHB package. 
Specificity in that benefit definition was variously viewed as bringing more uniformity to 
implementation across states, and more general guidance as promoting flexibility.  


• Developing criteria and methods that address calls for the best evidence, patient 
protection, opportunities for innovation, and fair processes. Submissions across 
stakeholder groups emphasized the need for using evidence to make decisions on covered 
benefits, to determine medial necessity, to set priorities, or to place limits on service. At 
the same time, there were calls to ensure there would be opportunities for innovation both 
in medical care and insurance design. The need for fair processes was seen as applying 
not only to the definition of benefits, but also ensuring that patients are able to receive the 
coverage that is intended.   


 


                                                 


7 The workshop report is available at www.iom.edu/EHBperspectives. 
8 Section 1311(d)(3)(B). 
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The committee kept these issues in mind as it developed its recommendations on the criteria and 
methods for defining and updating the EHB package. 


STATUS OF CURRENT HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE 
Before embarking upon a more detailed discussion of the issues related to EHB, it is useful to 


understand what health insurance is, who has and does not have health insurance now, and 
transitions in insurance status under health reform. In 2014, each nonelderly individual in the 
country will be required to have health insurance or face a penalty9 (with a few exceptions such 
as financial hardship10)—this is known as the individual mandate. Among the rationales for the 
individual mandate are that it would broaden the risk pool and seek to stop cost shifting for 
health care services from the uninsured to those who have insurance. 


Like other forms of insurance, health insurance is a mechanism for pooling risk—spreading 
health care costs over many individuals or families (IOM, 2001). Premiums, the dollar amount 
paid for the insurance package, are collected in advance, and those who get sick and obtain care 
will be covered from the collected premiums. Baicker and Chandra elaborate: “Uncertainty about 
when we may fall sick and need more health care is the reason we purchase insurance—not just 
because health care is expensive (which it is)” (Baicker and Chandra, 2008). It is important to 
recognize that in addition to serving the typical functions of risk insurance, health insurance was 
developed as a mechanism for financing or pre-paying a variety of health care benefits, including 
routine preventive services or chronic disease care, whose use is neither rare nor unexpected 
(IOM, 2001; Mariner, 2010).  


Population With and Without Insurance 
Insurance coverage in this country for people under 65 years old is primarily employer-


sponsored insurance (ESI)—approximately 60 percent of the nonelderly had this type of 
coverage in 2011 (KFF and HRET, 2011); employer-sponsored insurance figures include 
employers in the private market and public sector employers, including those that self-insure 
rather than purchase insurance who often self-insure. Figure 1-1 shows the 2009 distribution of 
coverage by type of coverage or uninsurance. According to the Commonwealth Fund’s 2010 
Biennial Health Insurance Survey, of the 26 million people who bought or tried to obtain private 
coverage in the past three years, 19 million faced significant barriers—either they were refused 
coverage (9 million), found it very difficult or impossible to find an affordable plan (16 million); 
or no plan was affordable for their needs (11 million) (Collins et al., 2011). A portion of the 
uninsured reflects unemployment during the recent recession (AON Hewitt, 2010; Collins et al., 
2011; DeNavas-Walt et al., 2011).  


Studies reveal that approximately 52 million individuals were uninsured in the United States 
for some period of time during 2010, up from 38 million in 2001 (Collins et al., 2011).11 
Through a combination of individually purchased policies, employer-based coverage, Medicaid 


                                                 


9 § 1501 and § 10106; adding Internal Revenue Code §5000A(c).  
10 Exemptions will be granted for financial hardship, religious objections, American Indians, those without coverage for less than three 


months, undocumented immigrants, incarcerated individuals, those for whom the lowest cost plan option exceeds 8% of an individual’s income, 
and those with incomes below the tax filing threshold (in 2009 the threshold for taxpayers under age 65 was $9,350 for singles and $18,700 for 
couples). § 1501 and § 10106; adding Internal Revenue Code §5000A(c). 


11 The U.S. Census Bureau reports 49.9 million without coverage in 2010; although this is a larger number than 2009, the percentage of the 
population without insurance remains at 16.3 percent (DeNavas-Walt et al., 2011). 
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expansion, and federal subsidies, 30 million more Americans are expected to have insurance than 
would have in the absence of the law (CBO, 2010a, 2011b; Eibner et al., 2010; IOM, 2009). 
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FIGURE 1-1 Nonelderly population with selected sources of health insurance coverage, 2009. 
NOTE: Details may not add to total because individuals may receive coverage from more than one 
source.  
SOURCE: Fronstin, 2010. 
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Transitions in Insurance Status Under Health Reform 
As millions become newly insured and others look for more affordable coverage, people will 


obtain insurance from new sources. For example, a Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF) study looks 
at where individual non-group enrollees will transition from, while a RAND microsimulation 
illustrates the complexity of movement across different forms of insurance or from a state of 
uninsurance. KFF estimates a total of 24 million would enroll in the individual non-group 
market,12 comprised of 16 million individuals otherwise uninsured, 3.5 million who lost their 
ESI, 1.5 million whose previous ESI took more than 9.5 percent of their total family income and 
are looking for more affordable coverage,13 2 million adults above 138 percent of the federal 
poverty level (FPL) who lose Medicaid coverage, and 1 million who would have purchased 
individual coverage anyway (KFF, 2011a). Table 1-1 illustrates the outcomes of the RAND 
microsimulation using 2016 projections, and shows movement of about 16 percent of employees 
into the exchanges from employer insurance, 78 percent of the individual non-group market 
taking advantage of the exchanges, and the uninsured participating in a variety of forms of 
insurance.    


 
 
 


TABLE 1-1 Transitions from Status Quo Insurance Status to Post-Reform Insurance Status (N in millions) 
 Post-reform Insurance Status 
Insurance in the 
Status Quo (N) 


ESI: 
Traditional 
(N) 


ESI: 
Exchanges 
(N) 


Individual 
Exchanges 
(N) 


Medicaid 
 
(N) 


Uninsured 
 
(N) 


Other 
 
(N) 


Employer (154) 118 25   4   5   2   0 
Medicaid (37)     1   2   0 34   0   0 
Non-group (18)     1   3 14   0   0   0 
Other (16)     0   0   0   0   0 16 
Uninsured (52)     6   6 14 10 16   0 
Total (277) 126 36 33 49 18 16 
NOTE: Numbers may not total due to rounding.  
SOURCE: Eibner et al., 2010. 
 


                                                 


12 This is a KFF projected 2019 figure. 
13 Note: these are individuals who are eligible for premium tax credits, because the insurance they are offered by their employers is 


inadequate. 
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Accessing Subsidized Health Insurance 
Exchanges, functioning as state-based government entities or a nonprofit organization will be 


the major conduit for offering subsidized health insurance plans that contain the EHB. However, 
when a state opts not to open an exchange, the federal government will have the responsibility to 
operate an exchange directly or through a nonprofit organization. ACA provides for two types of 
exchanges, one for individual purchasers (American Health Benefits Exchange) and one for 
small employers (Small Business Health Options Program [SHOP] Exchanges), but states may 
combine operations into one exchange (KFF, 2010). Furthermore, ACA requires the federal 
Office of Personnel Management (OPM) to enter into contracts with health insurers to offer at 
least two multi-state qualified health plans through the exchanges to offer access to EHB plans14; 
these are distinct from the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP), which OPM 
also administers. 


 


IMPACT OF EHB ACROSS INSURANCE PROGRAMS 
The reach of the EHB is extensive, both in terms of the type of insurance markets and the 


products it applies to, and ultimately in terms of the projected number of people who would 
obtain coverage that includes this defined benefit package.  


EHB Requirement Applies to Some But Not All Insurance Products 
The EHB will be incorporated into to a variety of insurance program products—new private 


health insurance plans offered to individuals and to employers with 100 or fewer employees 
either in or outside of the exchange, and certain public programs but not traditional Medicaid 
(Box 1-2). However, all private plans are not subject to the EHB, including those offered by any 
small employer that self-insures, any “grandfathered” plan, and at this time, any one sponsored 
by employers in the large group market.15 Exchanges can open to larger employers starting in 
2017.16 Individual and employer plans in existence at the time of enactment of ACA (March 23, 
2010) qualify for the grandfathered status, whereby the EHB does not apply as long as no 
changes are made in the plan. For most of these plans, the grandfathered status will not endure; 
approximately 49-80 percent of small employer plans and 34-64 percent of large employer plans 
will relinquish grandfather status by the end of 2013 (U.S. Department of the Treasury et al., 
2010a). Other estimates include a Mercer study projection that 53 percent of firms would lose 
grandfather status for one or more plans in 2011 and an additional 48 percent by 2014 (Mercer, 
2010), while a Hewitt study estimated that 51 percent of self-insured and 46 percent of fully 
insured plans would lose grandfathered status in 2011(Hewitt Associates LLC, 2010). HHS 
estimates that even if a mid-range estimate of plans were to “relinquish” their grandfather status, 
perhaps as many as 66 percent of small employer plans would be affected. Similarly, 
grandfathered individual plans would have a high rate of turnover (U.S. Department of the 
Treasury et al., 2010b). 


                                                 


14 § 1334 and § 10104. 
15 Self-insured employers are not exempt from ACA, its provisions simply do not apply because the self-insured are not insurance 


companies (by operation of ERISA §514) and do not offer insurance policies on the exchange. 
16 §1311(b)(i). 
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Although not applying to the traditional Medicaid program, the EHB will apply to some 
public insurance expansion programs for individuals over the Medicaid income eligibility 
threshold. The Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 permitted states to vary Medicaid benefit to 
designated populations, often designed to more closely resemble benefits in the private sector. 
The benefit plans do not need to follow all Medicaid rules and can be modeled on “benchmark” 
or “benchmark-equivalent” plans in the private sector such as a FEHBP standard plan.17,18 State 
basic health insurance programs are another optional vehicle for states to develop coverage for 
persons whose income falls between 133 and 200 percent FPL and for low-income legal resident 
immigrants who are not eligible to receive Medicaid.19 These expansions will be administered by 
a state agency but are not necessarily offered through the exchanges. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 


                                                 


17 Benchmark plans are based on (1) the standard Blue Cross Blue Shield preferred provider option under the Federal Employee Health 
Benefit Plan, (2) the HMO (health maintenance organization) plan with the largest commercial, non-Medicaid enrollment in the state, (3) any 
generally available state employee plan (regardless of whether any state employees select the plan), (4) any plan that the Secretary of HHS 
determines to be appropriate. Benchmark-equivalent plans must include inpatient and outpatient hospital services, physician services, laboratory 
and X-ray services, well-baby and child care (including immunizations), and “other appropriate preventive services” designated by the Secretary 
of HHS (Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 § 6044 and SSA § 1937).                                                                


18Section 2001 of ACA describes the Medicaid expansion. Section 2001(c) stipulates that by January 1, 2014, any benchmark or 
benchmark-equivalent plan as outlined in Section 1937 of the Social Security Act must offer the EHB package. As of 2009, eight states offered 
these types of plans. 


19 § 1331. 
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Millions Affected by the EHB 


Estimates vary for the number of persons affected by the implementation of health reform, 
and thereby the number of persons whose policies incorporate the EHB in 2014 and in later 
years. By 2016, RAND estimates that 68 million will obtain insurance in the exchanges (35 
million through ESI and 33 million purchasing as individuals) and when opened to larger firms 
with 100 or more employees, exchange participation grows as high as 139 million (Eibner et al., 
2010). In contrast, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) projects that 26 million will 


 
BOX 1-2  


 Which Programs Incorporate EHB? 
 


EHB Apply to Multiple Insurance Programs, Starting in 2014 
 
Individual Private Market 


• Qualified health plans (QHPs) purchased through the exchanges at any of the four actuarial defined 
“metal” levels (platinum, gold, silver, and bronze) (§ 1301(B)(2)); 


• Catastrophic health plans for eligible persons (e.g., persons under age 30 before the beginning of the 
plan year or for financial hardship when premiums exceed 8 percent of income) purchased in the 
exchanges (§ 1302(e)); 


• Individual and family policies or plans purchased outside the exchange in the individual market (§ 2707); 
• Plans offered through Interstate Health Care Choice Compact (§ 1333);  
• Multistate Plans, offered by the federal Office of Personnel Management (OPM) (§ 1334); and 
• QHPs offered by Consumer Operated and Oriented Plans (CO-OPs) (nonprofit, member-run health 


insurance) (§ 1322)   
 


Small Group Private Market  
• QHPs for purchase by small firms in the exchanges; a small firm or employer is defined as one with 100 


or fewer employees (§ 1304(b)(2)); however, until 2016, states may opt to define small firms as those 
with 50 or fewer employees (§ 1304(b)(3)), and starting in 2017, exchanges can open to larger firms with 
101 or more employees (§ 1312(f)(2)(B)). 


• Small employer-sponsored insurance policies or plans purchased outside the exchange (§ 2707 of the 
Public Health Service Act). 


• QHP offered by CO-OPs (nonprofit, member-run health insurance) (§ 1322).   
 
Public Programs Expansions  


• Medicaid Benchmark and Benchmark-Equivalent programs, which states may use to provide newly 
eligible Medicaid beneficiaries with coverage. States will also be given the authority to provide certain 
other groups of Medicaid beneficiaries with this coverage who qualify under existing rules (§ 2001(y)(2)). 


• State-Run Basic Health Plans, which provide coverage for persons with incomes between 133 and 200 
percent of the federal poverty level (FPL) and for legal resident immigrants who are not eligible for 
Medicaid; premiums cannot exceed those in the exchanges (§ 1331).  


 
Programs Not Subject to EHB 


 
Self-insured employer-sponsored plans 
Grandfathered employer-sponsored plans 
Grandfathered plans in the small group market  
Grandfathered individual plans in the non-group market 
Existing Medicaid plans 
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participate in exchanges in 2016 (21 million individuals and 5 million through employer-
sponsored plans) (CBO, 2010b).20 The actual number of affected plans and individuals 
additionally covered outside the exchange can be influenced by the percentage of plans that have 
status as grandfathered plans or employers that choose to self-insure.  


Medicaid benchmark or benchmark-equivalent plans might cover another 17 million persons 
by 2021 (CBO, 2011a). Since the development of new state basic health insurance programs is 
up to individual states, it is unclear what the reach of those programs might eventually be.  


Characteristics of New Individual Purchasers Under ACA 
Although ACA provides for individual purchase, ESI, and Medicaid options for reducing the 


number of uninsured, the characteristics of the individual non-group market participants have 
been most closely studied.21 KFF expects many persons eligible to be individual (non-group) 
purchasers in the exchanges to have characteristics of uninsured populations, predicting new 
exchange enrollees to be “relatively older, less educated, lower income, and more racially 
diverse” and “in worse health but have fewer diagnosed chronic conditions” (KFF, 2011b). The 
Center for Studying Health System Change (HSC) similarly finds that 40 percent of the 
uninsured, who are eligible for premium subsidies, have chronic conditions or report fair or poor 
health status, and another 28 percent report they have experienced problems in accessing care or 
paying their medical expenses (Cunningham, 2010).  


STAKEHOLDER DECISIONS WILL RESHAPE HEALTH INSURANCE 
MARKETS 


The ACA lays out a broad set of 10 categories of care for the essential health benefit package 
in an attempt to rectify deficiencies in insurance instruments available today22 and to ensure a 
broad set of benefits, all while placing caps on premiums and cost-sharing to make plans 
affordable for individual and small employers and eliminate financial barriers to access 
preventive care services.23 At present, because the EHB have yet to be defined and 
implementation does not start until 2014, less is known about what the full scope of covered 
services or exclusions will be, what premium would be required to obtain coverage of those 
services, who will choose to enroll in the exchanges, whether employers and insurers will 
participate or withdraw from the market, and how these and other decisions will determine the 
sustainability of the program for public funds. The definition of essential health benefits can 
ultimately influence each of these areas, particularly with respect to determining the affordability 
of the package for consumers, employers, and government as well as the adequacy of 
reimbursement for providers of care.  


Figure 1-2 outlines different considerations various stakeholders will take into account for 
these decisions and the effects of these decisions can be interactive. Each of these topics is more 
fully explored in Appendix B, with identification of key financial triggers set in ACA for 
eligibility to specific programs and decisions on participation. A comparison of the cost of 


                                                 


20 For 2019, CBO estimates that 29 million individuals will access coverage in the exchange as individuals: 24 million unaffiliated 
individual purchasers and 5 million individuals whose employers encouraged them to access insurance individually through the exchange (CBO, 
2010b). 


21 A study to examine the ESI population is under way by RAND for the Commonwealth Fund, but the results were not available. 
22 Deficiencies include, for example, specific disease and fixed dollar indemnity policies. 
23 The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010, Public Law 111-148§1302(d)(1)(A-D) 111th Cong., 2d sess. (March 23, 2010).  
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premiums, which will be influenced by the comprehensiveness of the EHB package among other 
benefit design features, with the penalty for not purchasing insurance is not strictly a financial 
one because having health insurance confers an advantage to the consumer whereas paying a 
penalty does not. While the impact of some of these choices faced by the various stakeholders 
are informed by past experience and research simulations, the effect of initial EHB definition 
during  implementation on stakeholder response will have to be monitored to inform updates to 
the EHB package. 
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FIGURE 1-2 Different stakeholder considerations during implementation of the ACA. 
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The individual consumer is less likely steeped in the details of the ACA than other 
stakeholder groups and might wonder what does the EHB mean for me.  


 
• Will the ACA/EHB cover any service I want/need to get? The EHB will set a 


minimum set of standard benefits to include in health insurance plans offered initially 
to individuals and small businesses. Just as in current health insurance practice, plans 
developed with the EHB will not pay for anything the consumer wants, unless it is a 
covered benefit and it is medically appropriate for the particular patient. Plans may 
add additional benefits beyond those in the EHB package, and consumers could 
choose to purchase a plan with additional benefits if that best suits their needs, 
although purchasing additional benefits could mean a higher premium.  


• Will the ACA/EHB provide access to any provider I want to see? ACA does not 
change current practice; which providers the consumer sees will depend on the health 
insurance you buy. Insurers now offer a variety of options for consumer choice of 
plans and choice of the network of providers. For example, if enrolled in a plan with a 
preferred provider network, the consumer can see those preferred providers and after 
paying the premium, only be responsible for the deductible and co-payment amounts. 
The consumer could see an out-of-network provider, but it would cost more than the 
deductible and usual copayment share if there is a difference between the provider’s 
bill and the approved level of reimbursement for in-network providers.  


• If the EHB is a standard set of benefits, does that mean that everyone will pay the 
same premium? The ACA encourages a variety of plans to be offered in the 
exchanges so that there will likely be a variety of choices of premiums, deductibles 
and co-payment levels, just as there is now. Chapter 2 discusses the topic of benefit 
design.  


ORGANIZATION OF THE REPORT 
 This report is organized in the following way. This chapter establishes the context for how 


the EHB, as a new legislative requirement, will significantly impact the health insurance system. 
Chapter 2 focuses on approaches to covered benefit definition and design, summarizing a 
sampling of different approaches that emphasize evidence, priority-setting, and value-based 
insurance design. Chapter 3 provides a set of policy foundations and criteria that the committee 
used to guide its own deliberations and recommends to the Secretary for use in defining and 
updating benefits. Chapter 4 presents the committee’s conclusions about provisions in ACA that 
provide possible conflicting direction for essential benefits, such as the meaning of typical, both 
in terms of employer size and benefit offerings, and the meaning of essential. These first four 
chapters provide the background foundation for the committee’s recommendations.  


The committee organized its thinking about definition and updating as separate phases in a 
learning cycle, as outlined in Figure 1-3. Chapter 5 provides guidance for the definition of the 
EHB package and the nature of the Secretary’s guidance to insurers and exchanges. Chapter 6 
explicates an approach to public deliberation for tradeoffs among benefits. Chapter 7 outlines the 
importance of learning from implementation in Phase II, but planning in advance for that 
learning through thoughtful data collection and research with guidance from an appointed 
National Benefits Advisory Council. Chapter 8 allows for the possibility of alternative ways of 
defining essential health benefits through a state initiated process. In Phase III, the learning 
culminates with updating the EHB. Chapter 9 outlines the updating process, accounting for 
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medical inflation in the cost of the EHB package, growth in its premium price, and a call for 
action on reducing the growth of health care spending across all payers. 
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 2  
 


Approaches to Determining Covered Benefits 
and Benefit Design 


 
This chapter reviews approaches to deciding benefit coverage. Insurance terms such as 


covered benefit, benefit design, utilization management, and medical management are 
defined and related to the scope of the committee’s task. A discussion of the shared 
responsibility for achieving the goals of ensuring that care is safe, effective, and appropriate, 
while using resources wisely, sets the stage for a brief overview  of the main cost drivers for 
health care spending and insurance premium growth. Various approaches to insurance 
design (e.g., use of evidence, prioritization, value-based insurance design) are noted with 
illustrative applications.  
 
This chapter provides background information on how insurers and employers make 


decisions about benefit coverage and clinical policies, and highlights several illustrative 
approaches to making decisions. Key to understanding what constitutes the essential health 
benefits (EHB) package are the complementary concepts of covered benefits and benefit design. 
These as well as other insurance terms are defined. Goals for coverage determination and 
medical necessity decisions are for safe, effective, and appropriate care while using pooled 
resources wisely. The committee comments on the shared responsibility among insurers, 
providers of care, and patients for the effective stewardship of shared, limited resources. Finally, 
the committee highlights some specific approaches to decision making: use of evidence, 
prioritization practices, and innovation through value-based design. This background material 
helped to inform the committee’s development of policy foundations and criteria in the next 
chapter. 


UNDERSTANDING TERMS  
The committee’s charge is to advise on the definition and updating of the essential health 


benefits, and the committee noted that this task incorporates three aspects: the content of the 
covered benefits, the elements of benefit design, and the administration of those benefits. The 
committee defines those terms among others (see Box 2-1) and, given the legislative guidance 
for a typical employer plan, examines how employers and insurers approach development of a 
benefit package.  


Choosing a Policy 
When employers offer health insurance coverage to their employees, they begin by outlining 


to an insurer, insurance broker, or benefit consultant the scope of benefits that they would like to 
offer. Insurers have standard plans, which they can customize to employer needs and the 
requirements of specific markets (e.g., state mandates for inclusion of specific benefits). The 
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benefit package has to meet what the employer considers an affordable premium for the 
company and the employees. The overall premium will reflect which services are included, 
included but with limits, or excluded; deductible and copayment levels or co-insurance 
requirements; the network of providers; the insured group’s risk profile; the degree of medical 
management in the policy; and health plan administrative expenses, overhead, and profits. A plan 
with more excluded services, a narrower network of providers, more restrictive visit limits, and 
higher employee deductible and cost-sharing will tend to have a less expensive premium for a 
comparable set of covered benefits.  


 
BOX 2-1 


Understanding Basic Terms Used in This Chapter and Report 
 
Actuarial value. The percentage of charges paid by a health plan, calculated using the medical 
claims from a standard population, along with a plan’s cost-sharing provisions (McDevitt, 2008).  
 
Benefit administration. The insurers’ application of the benefit design outlined in the subscriber 
contract for its subscribers. Elements of benefit administration include subscriber enrollment and 
disenrollment, processing of claims, making medical necessity decisions, processing appeals of 
coverage determinations, and application of any federal or state mandates.  
 
Benefit design. Rules governing the terms under which medical care items or services obtained 
by subscribers are considered covered benefits. Examples include the expected amount of 
enrollee or member payments for deductibles and other copayments or co-insurance, the network 
of providers a subscriber may see, and the nature and extent of medical management (e.g., prior 
authorization or primary care physician referral requirements).  
 
Categories of care. Ten categories listed in Section 1302 of ACA: ambulatory patient services; 
emergency services; hospitalization; maternity and newborn care; mental health and substance 
use disorder services, including behavioral health treatment; prescription drugs; rehabilitative and 
habilitative services and devices; laboratory services; preventive and wellness services and 
chronic disease management; and pediatric services, including oral and vision care.  
 
Coverage determination. The decision on whether a medical care item or service obtained by a 
subscriber is a covered benefit. Coverage determinations may be appealed by the subscriber 
under rules set forth by state law and the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA).  


Covered benefits. The medical care items or services obtained by a subscriber that a health 
insurance plan agrees to pay for, under certain terms and limitations. Covered benefits and 
excluded services, and the terms and limitations of coverage, are defined in the health insurance 
plan's coverage documents or the subscriber contract.  


Deductible. The amount you must pay for covered care before your health insurance begins to 
pay. Insurers apply and structure deductibles differently.  
 
Exclusions. Lists of specific medical items or services in a subscriber contract that are not 
covered benefits.  
 
Health insurance. A method of pooling risk of financial loss across a group or population, in which 
a contract or policy under which a third party (i.e., an insurer) agrees to assume the financial risk 
for the costs of a set of services defined in the contract in return for a premium. 
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What Does It Mean? 


Covered Benefits 


The scope of covered benefits is outlined in an insurance contract or explanation of coverage 
document (alternately, called evidence of coverage or summary of benefits). Documents differ in 
the level of detail used to describe the services and items that are covered and may include 
general categories of care, specific items and services, or circumstances under which benefits are 
included or expressly excluded. One usual contract exclusion is of any service not considered 
medically necessary by the payer. Section 1302 of ACA guides the Secretary to define the EHB 


Inclusions. Lists of specific covered benefits in subscriber contracts.  
 
Medical management systems. Systems designed to ensure that members receive appropriate 
[covered] health care services. Medical management systems include, but are not limited to, 
utilization management, quality improvement, case management, and complaint resolution 
(NCQA, 2007).*  
 
Medical necessity determination. A specific type of coverage determination about whether a 
medical item or service, which is a covered benefit, is medically necessary for an individual 
patient’s circumstances, and thus a covered benefit. Typically this determination is made by the 
insurer. 
 
Medically necessary. A condition of benefit coverage frequently found in subscriber contracts. 
Under the terms of most subscriber contracts, the receipt of a medical care item or service does 
not in and of itself indicate that the item or service was medically necessary.  
 
Out of Pocket Cost. Your expenses for medical care that aren’t reimbursed by insurance. These 
include: deductibles, coinsurance, and copayments for covered services in addition to all costs for 
non-covered services.  
 
Premium. The dollar amount paid for an insurance policy. Premiums can be paid by employers, 
unions, employees or individuals or shared among different payers. 
 
Qualified health plan. Under the ACA, starting in 2014, an insurance plan that is certified by an 
exchange, provides essential health benefits, follows established limits on cost-sharing (e.g., 
deductibles, copayments, out-of-pocket maximum amounts), and meets other requirements. A 
qualified health plan will have a certification by each exchange in which it is sold (HHS, 2010b). 
 
Subscriber. A person and his or her dependents for whom a premium has been paid to a health 
insurer. Also called an enrollee.  
 
Utilization management. The process of evaluating and determining coverage for and 
appropriateness of medical care services, as well as providing needed assistance to clinician or 
patient, in cooperation with other parties, to ensure appropriate use of resources (NCQA, 2007).  
 
Utilization review. A formal evaluation (preservice, concurrent, or post-service) of the coverage, 
medical necessity, efficiency, or appropriateness of health care services and treatment plans 
(NCQA, 2007). Terms such as retrospective and prospective review are often used. 
 
* [covered] added for clarification to the NCQA definition. 
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to include at least 10 specific categories of care (Summary Box S-1) and to be equal to the scope 
of benefits provided under a typical employer plan. While this Institute of Medicine (IOM) 
committee is not requested to specify the detailed inclusions and exclusions in the EHB package, 
the committee examined legislative guidance for different programs and numerous sample plan 
documents to learn about the level of detail in them and the implications these might hold for 
secretarial guidance on the EHB (see Chapters 4 and 5).  


Benefit Design 


Benefit design sets out the parameters by which patients can obtain services and their 
financial liability for deductibles and copayments or co-insurance. The Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) eliminates some past benefit design options, specifically the use of 
annual and lifetime dollar limits; puts in place some boundaries on how high deductibles and 
cost-sharing can be; requires that provider networks be adequate; and requires that the design be 
nondiscriminatory. ACA is permissive of the use of other benefit design options, specifically 
utilization management techniques commonly employed as of the date of passage of the act.1 
These practices help hold down premiums, as do choices of higher levels of deductibles and cost-
sharing.  


Research on insurance-induced use shows that covered services will be provided at higher 
rates than those that are not covered (Card et al., 2008, 2009; Dafny and Gruber, 2005); this can 
result in improved access to care as well as the potential increased utilization of unnecessary 
services (Flynn et al., 2002; Wickizer and Lessler, 2002). As a result, for example, insurers may 
put prior authorization requirements or limits on the number of visits for certain services. By the 
same token, services that can potentially lead to reduced costs as well as better patient outcomes, 
such as some preventive care and early interventions, lead some plans to adopt medical 
management programs to encourage use of these services (e.g., some value-based insurance 
design plans). 


Benefit design will have a significant impact on what can be included in the EHB package at 
a given premium level, so the committee found that benefit design was not readily separable 
from the contents of the benefits and considered it within the scope of study. Indeed, Dr. Sherry 
Glied, Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE), in her presentation before the 
committee said that when the Chief Actuary of Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) certifies the EHB package, the actuary will look at both the content of benefits and the 
benefit design “in practice in the world and make estimates on that basis” (Glied, 2011).  


Most readers will have some general understanding through their own experience with health 
insurance of the basic terms in Box 2-1, but they are likely less familiar with the terms—
actuarial estimate, actuarial value, and actuarial equivalence. Understanding the difference in the 
meaning of these terms and how they relate to benefit design will become important to 
understanding some aspects of the committee’s recommendations:  


 
• Actuarial estimates project the expected cost of each individual benefit category or 


service for a standard population. Knowing these expected costs, an insurer can 
estimate the impact on premium. Then purchasers—whether individuals, employers, 


                                                 


1 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010. Public Law 111-148 § 1563, 111th Cong., 2d sess. (March 23, 2010).  
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state governments, or the federal process of defining the EHB—can look at the 
actuarial estimate for certain benefits to determine if they are a priority for inclusion 
for the premium price that will need to be paid. As noted above, employers might 
start by looking at an insurer’s standard or typical plan offering and then decide to 
customize by adding or subtracting benefits, and/or by applying benefit design 
choices such as requiring more stringent limits rather than cut a benefit category out 
(e.g., limit to 10 versus 20 physical therapy visits).   


• Actuarial value is the percent of covered expenses that a plan is likely to pay on 
average for a standard population rather than being paid out-of-pocket by the 
consumer. In the health insurance exchanges, a range of plans will be offered, and 
ACA provides a way to ease comparisons among them—the use of Actuarial Value1 
(AV) to provide a sense of the relative protection offered by plans. Four tiers or levels 
of coverage are differentiated in ACA based on a specified actuarial value percentage: 
platinum 90 percent, gold 80 percent, silver 70 percent, and bronze 60 percent. Plans 
at each actuarial level will contain the EHB, but the plans will be differentiated by 
benefit design choices. Insurers are not required to offer all four “metal” levels, but at 
least one plan at each of the silver and gold levels of coverage (excluding dental-only 
plans).2


• Actuarial equivalence is a not a concept for consumers to use in deciding which plan 
to buy even though “actuarial equivalence calculations provide a means to compare 
the relative generosity of different benefit packages” (AAA, 2009). Furthermore, 
plans can be actuarially equivalent and still have different premiums because 
premiums will take into account the health status and utilization patterns of the local 
population to be enrolled, payments negotiated with providers, breadth of provider 
network, various degrees of medical management, administrative costs and company 
profits. The concept of actuarial equivalence, however, will be useful for the CMS 
Actuary to apply to determine if the EHB are equal in scope to the typical employer 
plan, and for the Secretary to determine if any state-specified package is equivalent to 
the nationally defined EHB package. Actuarial equivalence calculations generally 
consider covered benefits, cost-sharing requirements (deductibles, coinsurance, 
copayments (including by service type), out-of-pocket cost limits, and benefit limits) 
as applicable to an in-network benefit level.  


 Under ACA, premium subsidies for low income individuals are linked to the 
second lowest priced silver plan available in their exchange. Thus, the silver plan is 
likely to be the dominant plan sold, as it must be purchased by all individuals at or 
below 400 percent of the poverty level. To re-emphasize, the actuarial value is an 
average. Within any insured population group, there will individuals, in let’s say the 
silver plan (on average 70 percent actuarial value) whose percentage of return could 
be from 0 to 100 percent. For example, a person who never spends more than is 
required by their deductible will have a low percentage return, while a very sick 
person who uses many services, will have a higher return rate.  


 


                                                 


1 Section 1302 (d) 
2 § 1301(c)(ii)  
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The committee offers an example of the type of benefit design data that would inform the 
monitoring and updating of the EHB as well as provide more detail to inform consumers about 
their plans. Chapter 7 further discusses the need for data collection such as in Box 2-2. 


Benefit design and its subsequent administration can be instrumental in addressing the cost 
and quality of services and care delivered. Insurers and employers are experimenting with an 
array of medical management and cost-sharing designs (e.g., value-based insurance design). The 
committee believes the intent of ACA was to view utilization management (UM) in a broader 
medical management context to ensure appropriateness and quality and not simply to limit 
access to care. The National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) defines UM as a 
“process of evaluating and determining coverage for and appropriateness of medical care 
services, as well as providing needed assistance to clinician or patient, in cooperation with other 
parties, to ensure appropriate use of resources” (NCQA, 2007). URAC, another accreditation 
body, uses a similar definition and cites the continued need for traditional utilization 
management techniques (e.g., precertification, concurrent review) as tools for controlling costs 
(URAC, 2011). 


About 15 years ago, Milstein wrote, “Utilization management (UM) and the reduced volume 
of health care services it typically fosters have struck a nerve” feeling that it “may be 
jeopardizing patients’ well-being” (Milstein, 1997, p. 87). He called for better evidence-based 
utilization standards for decision making and accreditation standards and certification for UM 
programs such as URAC and NCQA now provide, among other things. Today, purchasers and 
insurers, while still using UM often with more sophisticated claims analytics, employ a broader 
array of techniques called medical management to seek to improve quality and cost of care 
through designation of high-performing networks, patient and provider supports, and more 
transparent evidence-based clinical policies (Figure 2-1). However, despite this progress, much 
work remains to be done to ensure the appropriateness of care.  
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FIGURE 2-1 Illustration of multiple medical management tools used by UnitedHealthcare.  
NOTE: ACO = Accountable Care Organization.  
SOURCE: Sam Ho, UnitedHealthcare. 
 


Benefit Administration 


Elements of benefit administration also fall into the committee’s purview because the 
statement of task specifically calls for the committee to assess implementation-related issues 
such as medical necessity, safeguards for nondiscrimination (which can entail appeals 
processes), and making choices that are understandable to consumers. The contents of the EHB 
and the benefit design limits placed upon them can enhance or impede access to care, as well as 
encourage or discourage enrollment in a plan. Chapter 7 also speaks to assessment of the impact 
of the EHB on implementation.  
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BOX 2-2 


Description of Benefit Design  
 


Benefit design includes 
1. A description of the covered benefits: services, drugs, devices  


a. Identification of those covered services, drugs, and devices that are variably covered 
(tiering) 


b. Identification of those covered services, drugs, and devices that are limited in quantity, 
frequency, or some other way 


2. A description of the cost-sharing process 
a. Specific definition of and dollar amounts related to deductibles, copayment, coinsurance, 


and out-of-pocket maximum 
b. Specific identification of any covered services, drugs, or devices having no cost-sharing 
c. Specific definition of any covered services, drugs, or devices in which cost-sharing does 


not accrue to the out-of-pocket maximum 
d. Specific definition of those services, drugs, or devices whose cost is not included in the 


out-of-pocket maximum when they are not covered  
e. The actuarial value 


3. A list of coverage exclusions 
4. Definitions of key terms affecting coverage, including whether the definition is consistent with an 


external standard 
a. Definition of medical service 
b. Medical necessity 
c. Experimental, investigational 
d. Cosmetic 
e. Dental 


5. Identification of benefit design innovations 
a. Value-based insurance designs that align cost-sharing with value 


6. Identification of provider networks, incentives, and care delivery options 
a. Incentives and disincentives for providers at individual and organizational levels 
b. Network design: types of networks (e.g., narrow networks, tiered or concentric networks, 


broad networks) and level of care or site of service for specific procedures or conditions 
within networks 


c. Centers of excellence (without any out-of-network coverage for specific conditions) 
d. Identification of delivery arrangements that could affect care 


i. Medical homes 
ii. Disease management 
iii. Care coordination 
iv. Specialty referral requirements 


7. Identification of approaches designed to influence the use of services, including specific services 
that need to be authorized prior to provision, to be provided in specific sites (such as surgery in 
an ambulatory surgery center), or to be provided at a specific level of care (such as “skilled” 
services in a nursing home 


8. Identification of medical policies that could affect coverage including an explicit statement that 
these policies may apply to all covered services on an individual patient basis 


a. Access to specific medical policies affecting coverage 
b. A description of the process for administering these policies including complaint, request 


for review, and appeal processes 
9. Medical management and/or utilization management programs (e.g., when prior authorization is 


required for specific services; site of service, level of care, or preferred providers) 
10. Payment policies that affect coverage or cost-sharing. 


a. Hold-harmless arrangements 
b. Pricing arrangements that may affect cost-sharing and out-of-pocket maximums 
c. Reference pricing for drugs and medical or surgical services 


11. Quality and cost transparency reports on variation by provider, condition, procedure, facility, and 
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geography 
12. Overall description of how benefits are administered, including description of the complaint, 


request for review, and appeals processes 
 
 


Deciding Covered Benefits vs. Medical Necessity Determination 
During a presentation to the committee, Dr. Alan Garber distinguished coverage 


determination (i.e., what an insurer decides to offer in a plan as a covered general benefit 
category or service for a particular price) and a medical necessity determination (i.e., whether the 
care is deemed appropriate for a particular person for a particular condition and circumstance) 
(Garber, 2011). While physicians may make an initial recommendation of service for the patient, 
its necessity is subject to review and approval by the payer. Insurers indicated that these 
decisions are based on specific established criteria, such as safety, clinical evidence, relative cost 
of services with comparable outcomes (Kaminiski, 2007; Singer et al., 1999), and compliance 
with state or federal laws, as applicable.  


From the practitioner and patient perspective, a significant issue has been that these 
determinations are opaque and knowledge of decisions overturned is not always accessible. Their 
perspective is that these determinations are not always evidence-driven, but could also be driven 
by attempts to raise barriers to payment for covered care. This contributes to the problem patients 
have comprehending why some things their physician recommends are not reimbursable. While 
a medical necessity determination should most importantly take into account the individual 
patient’s condition and needs, one perspective is that these determinations may, instead, reflect a 
clinical policy which the health insurer feels is most appropriate (i.e. the treatment they feel is 
most appropriate for a given condition versus an individual patient). The well-documented public 
backlash against managed care in the 1990s was driven by patient, provider, and public concern 
that insurers were not applying their conditions fairly. Speakers before the committee related 
stories about denials of care, with Anthony Wright, executive director of Health Access 
California, noting consumers’ fear of the fine print of insurance contracts (Wright, 2011).  


The committee concludes that while medical management techniques, with appropriate 
checks and balances, are necessary to ensure that the package of EHB benefits can be delivered 
at the most affordable cost. A fair and reasonable appeals process for adverse determinations—
including independent medical review will be implemented under ACA, and the results should 
be monitored to inform the updating of the EHB.4 The committee reviews insurers’ medical 
necessity definitions and clinical policy guidelines and advises on possible secretarial guidance 
in chapter 5 and the need to monitor appeals in Chapter 7.  


UNDERSTANDING CONTRIBUTORS TO COSTS 
Goals for coverage decisions and medical necessity determinations are for safe, effective, and 


appropriate care while using resources wisely. Despite such lofty goals, we know, for example, 
that unnecessary care is delivered (NEHI, 2008; Schuster et al., 2005), recommended care for 
adults is delivered just 55 percent of the time (McGlynn et al., 2003), and some care when 


                                                 


4 It is important to note that under the ACA, contested medical necessity determinations can be appealed to an independent external appeals 
review.  
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delivered inappropriately can actually be unsafe (Rosen, 2010). Furthermore, major drivers for 
health care costs include our growing chronic disease burden and demand for the newest 
technologies, even if they do not produce greater value than existing less costly technologies. 
Insurers, providers of care, and patients all have a shared responsibility for appropriate utilization 
of shared health care resources. While individuals have the right to spend their own resources as 
they see fit, spending from a shared pool of funds confers a degree of accountability for effective 
stewardship of those funds. 


Shared Responsibility 
Ideally, insurers make their coverage decisions based on evidence, are consistent in the 


application of evidence, provide meaningful benefits with an acceptable level of risk, and 
discourage the use of unnecessary or even harmful services. For example, one study suggests that 
perhaps one-third of computed tomography (CT) scans are unnecessary and could be replaced by 
alternative approaches or avoided altogether (Brenner and Hall, 2007). CT scans have a radiation 
dose about 50 times that of conventional X-rays and are implicated in the development of 
cancers that could have been avoided without this treatment (Brenner and Hall, 2007). On 
discovering a 25 to 35 percent annual increase in the utilization of advanced imaging tests 
(including variations in prescribing and duplicative tests with the potential exposure of patients 
to unnecessary radiation), Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield established an advanced imaging 
program to better manage the appropriate utilization of these tests, a privileging program 
requiring providers to meet quality and safety standards, and a prior authorization program for 
patients. These were implemented with the aim of reducing duplicate tests and enhancing 
adherence to safety standards (Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield, 2011).  


Multiple insurers indicated to the committee that they were committed to applying standards 
of evidence in making benefit coverage decisions and in developing clinical policies (Calega, 
2011; Levine, 2011; McDonough, 2011; Nussbaum, 2011). At the same time, they 
acknowledged that there are often gaps in available evidence. Furthermore, it is “very difficult” 
to remove coverage unless there is documentation that a service is no longer of value, and there 
is a need for the nation to devote funding to develop more evidence to support coverage 
decisions (Calega, 2011). Other examples of inappropriate—not only unnecessary but also 
potentially harmful—use, cited by others, include inappropriate use of single-photon emission 
computed tomography (SPECT) cardiac scans (14 percent) (Hendel et al., 2010) or cardiac 
catheterization (Ko et al., 2010), which themselves not only add unnecessary costs but also can 
lead to further unnecessary and potentially dangerous surgery for patients; unnecessary 
diagnostic testing such as $3,000 BRCA-1 genetic tests in patients for whom such testing is not 
clinically indicated (White et al., 2008); and inappropriate treatment for breast cancer patients 
(e.g., autologous bone marrow transplant) (Jacobson et al., 2007). 


Ideally, physicians too make decisions about necessary care based on evidence; however, 
there is often significant geographic practice variation (Wennberg, 2011). Unwarranted 
differences in effective care—that is, “interventions for which the benefits far outweigh the 
risks”—can reflect underuse of guideline-supported care. Preference- and supply-sensitive care 
variations reflect differences in professional opinion and response to the capacity of the health 
care system, resulting in low utilization in some areas and overuse in others. Uncertainty plays a 
role in variation; when in doubt, there is a tendency to perform a procedure, and the incentives 
are certainly in place to do so. According to Eddy, “The losers are patients, consumers, and 
taxpayers—–anyone who has to undergo a valueless procedure or pay the bill” (Eddy, 1984).  
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Ideally, patients also make decisions in their own best interests, but this is not always the 
case. The process for deciding among “preference-sensitive” options must be based on informed 
understanding of treatment alternatives, an element that is sorely lacking in many situations 
(Baker et al., 2010). To engage consumers in informed decision making, more insurers and 
employers are encouraging the use of specialized decisions aids (O’Connor et al., 2003, 2007). 


Evolution of Insurance Coverage and Cost Drivers 
The contents of health insurance policies today reflect their historical development, but 


health insurance is not static and is adapting to today’s health burdens, emerging evidence, and 
cost drivers in the market. Health insurance grew out of a movement to protect against disability 
due to accidents or catastrophic illnesses; over time, hospital pre-payment insurance policies 
developed and then policies to protect against other types of medical expenses (Abraham, 1986; 
IOM, 1993; Rosenblatt et al, 1997). More recently, coverage for preventive health care services 
and prescription drugs has emerged—emphasizing ongoing care, not just acute or emergency 
situations. Indeed, Medicare did not add prescription drug coverage until Part D went into effect 
in 2006, 41 years after the Medicare program was established.  


Major Expenditure Categories 


Health care expenditures for persons under 65 years can be categorized into three major 
expense categories: hospital inpatient, ambulatory care services (e.g., physician office services, 
hospital outpatient services), and prescription drugs, comprising about 84 percent of health care 
spending for non-elderly adults and about 70 percent for children (note that this is all spending, 
not just insurance) (Kashihara and Carper, 2010). Among those under 65 who are privately insured, 
about 10 percent of the population accounts for 60 percent of all health care spending (Yu and 
Ezzati-Rice, 2005). The growth in overall inflation-adjusted spending for all ages in these 
categories over time is shown in Figure 2-2.  


 
 


 
FIGURE 2-2 Real spending on health care in selected categories, 1965-2005.  
NOTE: Spending amounts are adjusted for inflation using the gross domestic product implicit price 
deflator from the Bureau of Economic Analysis.  
SOURCE: CBO, 2008. 
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Cost Drivers 


The major drivers of health care costs are recognized as new technologies, more intensive 
testing, growing chronic disease burden, increased utilization (growing and aging population), 
and consumer or provider demand for state-of-the-art care (KFF, 2010; PwC Health Research 
Institute, 2011). Unit prices for medical care—that is, price per unit of service— are another 
driver, with one recent estimate attributing 5-19 percent of the annual growth rate between 1960 
and 2007 to unit price increases (Smith et al., 2009). Unit prices for a new service vary 
dramatically by geographic region and volume. Accordingly, all of these cost drivers have 
implications for the cost of purchasing health insurance as well as benefit design and 
administration. Health insurance premiums are also affected by federal and state mandates 
requiring the addition of specific types of benefits, however the degree of that effect depends on 
various factors, such as size of the population affected, utilization, and the contents of existing 
coverage.  


 
 


TABLE 2-1 Estimated Contributions of Selected Factors to Growth in Real Health Care Spending per Capita, 
1940 to 1990 
Percentage Smith et al. (2000) a Cutler (1995) b Newhouse (1992) c 
Aging of the population 2 2 2d 
Changes in third-party payment 10 13 10e 
Personal income growth 11-18 5 <23 
Prices in the health care sector 11-22 19 * 
Administrative costs 3-10 13 * 
Defensive medicine and supplier-induced 
demand 


0 * 0 


Technology-related changes in medical 
practice 


38-62 49 >65 


NOTE: Amounts in the table represent the estimated percentage share of long-term growth that each factor 
accounts for. < = less than; > = greater than; * = not estimated. 
aCongressional Budget Office based on Sheila D. Smith, Stephen K. Heffler, and Mark S. Freeland, 2000, 
“The Impact of Technological Change on Health Care Cost Increases: An Evaluation of the Literature” 
(working paper). 
 bDavid M. Cutler, 1995, “Technology, Health Costs, and the NIH” (paper prepared for the National Institutes 
of Health Economics Roundtable on Biomedical Research, September 1995).  
cJoseph P. Newhouse, 1992, “Medical Care Costs: How Much Welfare Loss?” Journal of Economic 
Perspectives, 6(3)Summer:3-22. 
dRepresents data for 1950 to 1987. 
eRepresents data for 1950 to 1980. 
SOURCE: CBO, 2008.  
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Innovation has helped advance medical science and prolong lives, but the Congressional 
Budget Office (CBO) estimates that the addition of new technologies accounts for about half of 
the per capita growth in health care spending (CBO, 2008). CBO further notes that some of those 
advances can be very costly while others, although relatively inexpensive, can drive up spending 
because their use becomes widespread, and finally some may reduce aggregate costs (CBO, 
2008). A more recent study finds lower estimates of medical technology’s contribution, 27-48 
percent of the annual growth rate (average 4.8 percent annually) from 1960 to 2007, and a 
similar level of 29-43 percent attributable to aggregate income (real per capita gross domestic 
product [GDP]) (Smith et al., 2009). Emerging technologies such as personalized medicine and 
biologics will continue to have an impact on spending and insurance premiums. While there is 
not a desire to stifle innovation in medical science, rising costs will affect the affordability of 
coverage in the private sector and in public programs, including subsidization of insurance in the 
health insurance exchanges. As new technologies become available, important questions are not 
just whether something is safe and effective, but whether it will provide benefits beyond 
comparable treatments and which patients will benefit. Another question to consider will be how 
best to stimulate the development and dissemination of technologies that may reduce costs.  


The huge but often preventable chronic disease burden in this country calls for a greater 
emphasis on prevention, given that about half of all deaths in the United States are considered 
attributable to modifiable health behaviors (Mokdad et al., 2005). The change in handling of 
preventive health services is illustrative of evolving insurance policy, realigning incentives, and 
making positive use of medical management to promote preventive services and disease 
management programs to improve care and maintain a healthy workforce (Nussbaum, 2011). 


As noted in Table 2-1, administrative costs, including profits for insurers and their 
shareholders, contribute to premium costs. ACA has new provisions for the medical-loss ratio, 
which sets the minimum percentage of premiums that insurers may spend on actual medical care 
(e.g., 80 percent for individuals and small group insurance and 85 percent for larger group 
insurance).5  


ILLUSTRATIVE APPROACHES TO COVERAGE DECISIONS 
Benefit design is “an iterative process,” taking into account what employers and consumers 


in the marketplace want and are willing to pay for. Thus, what is typical in the market today 
becomes a base for consideration of the EHB package. Similarly, any insurer benefit package 
tends to build on what is already covered. In updating packages, insurers told the committee they 
might conduct focus groups, hold field satisfaction surveys, and receive feedback from insurance 
brokers on market demand as well as survey advances in medical technology (Calega, 2011).  


The committee heard from numerous stakeholders about making coverage decisions; most of 
the methods presented deal with assessment of whether an individual technology should be 
included for coverage rather than looking at the package of benefits as a whole or making 
medical necessity determinations. The committee presents three general approaches that reflect a 
range of current practices: (1) use of evidence for adding individual technologies to the benefit 
package, (2) prioritization among benefits, and (3) value-based insurance design. Illustrative 
examples are given.  


                                                 


5 § 2718 (1)(A)(i)-(ii). 
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Evidence-Based Approaches 
Examples of the criteria and methods insurers use to develop their evidence-base for covered 


benefit and medical management decisions follow. Insurers seek to apply the best standard of 
evidence available. In some cases, for example, Medicare allows coverage in conjunction with 
evidence development in clinical trials and Washington state has shown some flexibility in cases 
where a rare condition is less likely to have a sufficiently developed evidence base.  


Receiving and Analyzing Multiple Sources of Input 


Insurers keep abreast of medical trends, clinical practice guidelines, approvals by CMS and 
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) of new technologies and pharmaceuticals, and 
evidence-based reviews from the Blue Cross Blue Shield Technology Evaluation Center (TEC) 
and others. From these various inputs and internal analyses, insurers examine whether this 
information should lead to changes in covered benefits and development of clinical policies 
applied in medical necessity determinations, as illustrated for Wellpoint’s process in Figure 2-3.  


 
 


*The Hematology/Oncology Committee¹ (HEM/ONC), Medical Policy & 
Technology Assessment Committee² (MPTAC) and Behavioral Health 
Committee³ include external physician representation
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FIGURE 2-3 WellPoint approach to making medical policy decisions, illustrated as related to 
hematology and oncology.  
SOURCE: Nussbaum, 2011. 
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Aetna similarly selects new and existing technologies for detailed review based on contextual 
considerations including the quantity of use and the importance of questions that have arisen 
regarding the specific medical technology; the potential impact of the technology on the 
company and its members; the availability of evidence in the peer-reviewed literature, 
guidelines, and consensus statements; changes in regulatory status; or other information that is 
material to the status of the medical technology (McDonough, 2011). Through this process, the 
need for medical management (e.g., whether the service might best be performed in centers of 
excellence) is determined. Thus, rather than exclude a specific service, a clinical policy could 
define under what circumstances it would be covered. Like WellPoint, Aetna’s clinical coverage 
criteria are derived in part from the Blue Cross Blue Shield TEC (Box 2-3). In addition to these 
criteria, Aetna considers indications in major drug compendia recognized by CMS, the approval 
status of technologies from relevant government regulatory bodies (e.g., CMS, FDA), and 
technology assessments from other reliable sources of information such as the California 
Technology Assessment Forum and Health Technology Assessment International (HTAi). 


 
 


 
BOX 2-3 


The Blue Cross Blue Shield Technology Evaluation Center’s 
Clinical Coverage Criteria 


 
The following criteria are considered in evaluating a medical technology: 
 


• The technology must have final approval from the appropriate governmental 
regulatory bodies, when required. 


• The scientific evidence must permit conclusions concerning the effect of the 
technology on health outcomes. 


• The technology must improve net health outcome. 
• The technology must be as beneficial as any established alternatives. 
• The improvement must be attainable outside investigational settings. 


 
SOURCE: BCBSA, 2011. 
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Medicare established the Medicare Evidence Development & Coverage Advisory Committee 
(MEDCAC) in 1998 to provide CMS with independent guidance and expert advice, “based upon 
the reasoned application of scientific evidence” on specific clinical topics, including issues 
relevant to coverage policy development (HHS, 2010a). Service-level assessments have included 
things such as assessing the strength of the evidence for multifactorial, noninvasive, “lifestyle” 
modifying interventions to treat cardiac disease and clarifying what constitutes the standard of 
care in wound therapy (HHS, 2010a). Pre-meeting materials considered include external health 
technology assessment(s) (TAs) conducted by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 
(AHRQ) or an Evidence-Based Practice Center (EPC) under contract with that agency; any other 
relevant TAs; an evidence summary prepared by CMS staff; and copies of relevant articles 
reviewed by CMS. 


Applying a Hierarchy of Evidence 


UnitedHealthcare uses processes similar to the insurers above, applying a hierarchy of 
criteria and evidence for coverage determination; a first step is consideration of mandatory 
requirements from federal or state sources and then application of a hierarchical standard for 
evidence to potential interventions considered for coverage (Box 2-4).  
 
 


BOX 2-4  
UnitedHealthcare’s Hierarchy of Criteria for Benefit or Coverage Determination  


 
Federal and state mandates (e.g., CMS National Coverage Decisions [NCDs] are the highest criteria for 
Medicare beneficiaries) 
  
Standards of Evidence:     
 


• Statistically robust, well-designed randomized controlled trials  
 


• Statistically robust, well-designed cohort studies  
 


• Large, multisite observational studies  
 


• Single-site observational studies  
 


• In the absence of incontrovertible scientific evidence, medical policies may be based upon 
national consensus statements by recognized authorities. The following stratification describes the 
hierarchy of use of medical policies and clinical guidelines within UnitedHealthcare: 


 
 


o National guidelines and consensus statements (e.g. United States Preventive Services Task 
Force [USPSTF], National Institutes of Health [NIH] clinical statements, Agency for Health 
Care Research and Quality [AHRQ] clinical statements) 
 


o Evidence-based nationally recognized clinical guidelines  
 


o CMS NCDs  
 


o Clinical position papers of professional specialty societies (e.g. American College of 
Physicians [ACP], American College of Cardiology [ACC], American College of Chest 
Physicians [ACCP]) when their statements are based on referenced clinical evidence 


 
 


• Expert opinion using Cochrane grading  
• Particularly for new or emerging medical technologies, no health service will be deemed unproven 


solely on the basis of a lack of randomized controlled trials. Similarly, UnitedHealthcare will develop 
no medical policies based solely on expert opinion.  


 
SOURCE: Personal communication with committee member Sam Ho, UnitedHealthcare, 2011. 
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Washington State similarly uses a hierarchy of evidence (Box 2-5), embedded in its 
administrative code,6 to define benefits across the state’s coverage programs (i.e., Medicaid, state 
employee benefit program, and state basic health plan [a coverage program for lower-income 
populations not eligible for Medicaid]). The key principles for the design process—with 
stakeholders participating including legislators, providers, and beneficiaries—are consistency of 
decisions, transparency, hierarchy of decision criteria, evidence basis, and focus on patient 
safety. These benefits use “the best evidence of proven value to the population, while respecting 
the appropriateness of services and the authority of the treating provider” (Thompson, 2011).    


 
 
 


 
BOX 2-5 


Hierarchy of Evidence Employed by Washington State  
 
Definition: (a) The hierarchy (in descending order with Type I given the greatest weight) is: 
 
 (i)  Type I:   Meta-analysis done with multiple, well-designed controlled studies; 
 


 (ii) Type II:  One or more well-designed experimental studies; 
 


(iii) Type III: Well-designed, quasi-experimental studies such as nonrandomized controlled, single group  
                     pre-post, cohort, time series, or matched case-controlled studies; 
 


(iv) Type IV: Well-designed, nonexperimental studies, such as comparative and correlation descriptive,  
                     and case studies (uncontrolled); and 
 


 (v) Type V:  Credible evidence submitted by the provider. 
 
Classification: (b) Based on the quality of available evidence, the department determines if the requested 
service is effective and safe for the client by classifying it as an "A," "B," "C," or "D" level of evidence: 
 


(i) "A" level evidence: Shows the requested service or equipment is a proven benefit to the client's condition 
by strong scientific litera- 
     ture and well-designed clinical trials such as Type I evidence or multiple Type II evidence or combinations 
of Type II, III or IV evi-   
    dence with consistent results (An "A" rating cannot be based on Type III or Type IV evidence alone). 
 


(ii) "B" level evidence: Shows the requested service or equipment has some proven benefit supported by: 
 


     (A) Multiple Type II or III evidence or combinations of Type II, III or IV evidence with generally consistent 
findings of effectiveness  
           and safety (A "B" rating cannot be based on Type IV evidence alone); or 
 


     (B) Singular Type II, III, or IV evidence in combination with department-recognized: 
 


          (I) Clinical guidelines; or 
                                                 (II) Treatment pathways; or 
          (III) Other guidelines that use the hierarchy of evidence in establishing the rationale for existing 
standards. 
 


 (iii) "C" level evidence: Shows only weak and inconclusive evidence regarding safety and/or efficacy such 
as:   


      


     (A) Type II, III, or IV evidence with inconsistent findings; or 
     (B) Only Type V evidence is available. 
 


(iv)  "D" level evidence: Is not supported by any evidence regarding its safety and efficacy, for example that 
which is considered investigational or experimental. 
 


                                                 


6 Washington Administrative Code, 388-501-0165 (1994). 
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Application:  (c) After classifying the available evidence, the department:        
 


(i) Approves "A" and "B" rated requests if the service or equipment:        
                                                                       


    (A) Does not place the client at a greater risk of mortality or morbidity than an equally effective alternative 
treatment; and 
 


    (B) Is not more costly than an equally effective alternative treatment. 
 


(ii) Approves a "C" rated request only if the provider shows the requested service is the optimal intervention 
for meeting the client’s specific condition or treatment needs, and:         
                                                                                                                                                                             


(A) Does not place the client at a greater risk of mortality or morbidity than an equally effective alternative 
treatment; and 


    (B) Is less costly to the department than an equally effective alternative treatment; and 
 


    (C) Is the next reasonable step for the client in a well-documented tried-and-failed attempt at evidence-
based care. 
 


(iii) Denies "D" rated requests unless: 
 


    (A) The requested service or equipment has a humanitarian device exemption from the Food And Drug 
Administration (FDA); or 
 


(B) There is a local institutional review board (IRB) protocol addressing issues of efficacy and safety of the 
requested service that satisfies both the department and the requesting provider. 
 


SOURCE: Washington Administrative Code, 388-501-0165. 
 
 
This hierarchy of evidence and its application are used to define covered benefits and to 


establish the basis for medical necessity decisions. In testimony before the committee, Dr. 
Jeffrey Thompson, chief medical officer, State of Washington Medicaid Program, illustrated 
changes in coverage and improvements in care and outcomes using this evidence-based 
approach. Before the introduction of evidence-based benefit design, cardiac rehabilitation was 
not a covered benefit; but once reviewed, A-level evidence revealed this service contributed to 
avoiding further surgery, hospitalization, and recurrence—so the benefit is now covered 
(Thompson, 2011). Similarly, bariatric surgery was previously covered for numerous indications, 
and the mortality rate reached 40 percent at some hospitals. Review of the evidence revealed that 
surgery is indicated for this program in some instances (e.g., BMI > 35 with diabetes and/or joint 
replacement) but not all. By limiting coverage to specific evidence-based indications, the 
department self-reports that it has reduced case costs by half ($36,000 to $17,000) and improved 
outcomes—no bariatric surgery-related death in seven years among individuals enrolled in state-
covered plans (Thompson, 2011).  


While the department generally approves benefits supported by A- and B-level evidence, it 
does not necessarily reject benefits with only C- and D-level evidence. For example, if a provider 
can prove that a service supported by inconsistent, C-level evidence is “less costly, less risky, 
and is the next step in reasonable care,” then coverage may be considered. For example, a PET 
(positron emission tomography) scan for cancer diagnosis may have limited or no outcome 
studies but in special cases can reduce the costs and risks of a surgical procedure. Additionally, 
recognizing that certain rare conditions may never have A-level studies, state-covered plans have 
been willing to cover some experimental D-level treatments.7 Its evidence hierarchy has also 
been extended to pharmaceutical benefits in a tiered formulary, with the state’s basic health plan 


                                                 


7 Provided the treatment is approved by an internal review board (IRB), the treating physician is in the study, and the patient has provided 
informed consent.  
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having a $10 copay for drugs “above the line” (e.g., omeprazole) and a 16 percent copay for 
drugs “below the line” (e.g., Prevacid) (Thompson, 2011). 


Prioritization Approach 
Individuals and employers have budgets that limit what they are willing to pay, leading to the 


exclusion of certain benefits and the adoption of multiple benefit design options discussed 
earlier. Whether private or public funds are spent, questions arise about what people think shared 
resources should be spent on. To date, insurers and purchasers have made some decisions on 
which things should be excluded, such as no coverage of medical procedures solely for Cosmetic 
surgery or other procedures performed solely for beautification or to improve appearance. The 
State of Oregon has gone a step further to define in much more detail which services are 
included and excluded, and setting priorities among them so that as budget levels change, it is 
transparent which things are covered. 


Oregon determines a detailed list of prioritized condition-treatment pairs (originally totaling 
more than 700; currently at 679) (Oregon Health Services Commission, 2011b) for its Medicaid 
program, known as the Oregon Health Plan (Box 2-6). Services necessary to determine a 
diagnosis are covered. Ancillary services such as prescription drugs and DME are covered for 
conditions in the funded region. 


 
 


 
BOX 2-6  


Oregon Treatment-Condition Pair Examples 
 


     
 
SOURCE: Santa and Gibson, 2006. 
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In 2006, the commission revised its methodology to have a population focus. “Greater 
emphasis is [now] placed on preventive services and chronic disease management, reflecting the 
fact that providing health care before reaching crisis mode will prevent avoidable morbidity and 
mortality” (DiPrete and Coffman, 2007). The following five impact measures are considered: 
impact on (1) healthy life-years, (2) suffering, (3) population effects, (4) vulnerability of 
population, and (5) tertiary prevention combined with two factors effectiveness and need for 
medical service under the current formula (DiPrete and Coffman, 2007). 


The resulting prioritized list is used by the legislature to allocate funding for Medicaid and 
the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), but the legislature cannot change the 
priorities set by the independent Health Services Commission (DiPrete and Coffman, 2007). 
Rather, the legislature “draws a line” on the list beyond which it cannot pay—in 2011 at line 502 
(Oregon Health Services Commission, 2011a)—based on the cumulative actuarial estimates of 
the cost for each condition-treatment pair for the covered population. Approximately 75 percent 
of the more than 600 condition-treatment pairs are funded (Table 2-2). The list is updated every 
two years, and whereas such a process of prioritization is frequently cited as being too time- and 
labor-intensive for wider adoption, this is done by a staff of four in Oregon.8 Approximately one-
third of the state has benefited from the expanded access made possible by setting explicit health 
service priorities (DiPrete and Coffman, 2007). 
 
 
TABLE 2-2 The State of Oregon Uses a Prioritized List of Services to Make Coverage Decisions 
Line Number Examples of Services Coverage 
1 Maternity care Covered 


 101 Medical treatment of acute lymphocytic leukemia 
201 Surgical treatment of brain hemorrhage  
301 Treatment for rheumatic heart disease 
401 Laser therapy to prevent retinal tear 
501 Treatment for noninflammatory vaginal disorders 
551 Treatment for back pain without neurologic impairment  Not Covered 


 651  Treatment for calcium deposits 
SOURCE: Oregon Health Services Commission, 2011b. 
 


 


                                                 


8 Personal communication with Mark Gibson, Center for Evidence-Based Policy, Oregon Health and Science University, February 9, 2011.  
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Value-Based Insurance Design Approach 
Value-based insurance design (VBID) seeks to align patient cost-sharing with the value of 


clinical services, including how they are provided (e.g., most appropriate setting and health care 
provider). VBID identifies those services whose benefits relative to their costs represent an 
efficient use of resources for patients, comparing the cost-effectiveness of one intervention to 
alternatives, including no intervention (Garber, 2011). The use of these services is then 
incentivized, traditionally through two mechanisms: (1) minimal cost barriers and (2) financial 
incentives. Approaches to VBID call for lowering cost-sharing for high-value services and 
raising costs through higher copays on services with low value. Chernew et al. (2010) outlined 
other mechanisms by which VBID programs can impact spending, including designating in- and 
out-of-network providers based on high performance value, not just price; and/or providing 
incentives for enrollees to adopt healthier behaviors and/or achieving better biometric results, 
such as blood pressure, cholesterol, blood sugar levels, or body mass index (Chernew et al., 
2010; MedPAC, 2011). One challenge is that as one seeks to align coverage with more specific 
cost-effective services and health outcomes, the more complex benefit design and 
implementation can become. While barriers to each VBID approach exist, they all have the 
potential to improve the efficiency of the health care system. Given the differences across 
approaches, it is suggested that regulators allow for flexibility when designing such programs 
(Chernew et al., 2010).  


Consequently, innovative programs to improve health and lower long-term costs have been 
developed and studied to determine the benefits of VBID. For example, one study comparing the 
results of identical disease management programs found that when one employer reduced copays 
for five classes of drugs, adherence increased in four classes and overall nonadherence was 
reduced by 7-14 percent (Chernew et al., 2008). Similarly, Choudhry et al. (2010) found that 
when a large employer, Pitney Bowes, eliminated copayments for statins, adherence improved 
2.8 percent, and when they reduced copayments for medication inhibiting blood clotting, patient 
adherence improved by 4 percent. Maciejewski et al. (2010) also found that adherence to 
diabetes, hypertension, hyperlipidemia, and congestive heart failure medications improved 
between 1.5 and 3.8 percent when employees were offered the medications at a reduced cost, 
compared to employees not offered that option.  


Assessing the financial impacts of VBID implementation can be challenging, because many 
programs are new and “even if a strategy is effective, how that translates into costs or savings 
may vary from one organization to another” (MedPAC, 2011). This lack of generalizability 
requires an individualized analysis of programs. The State of Minnesota reported a savings of 7 
percent after instituting an incentive program in 2002 for enrollees to see efficient providers; 
primary care clinics are ranked annually on overall claims-based cost and divided into four tiers, 
with patients facing higher cost-sharing when utilizing clinics with the highest overall costs 
(MedPAC, 2011). Also, actuarial modeling of an Oregon value-based plan suggests “the 
potential to produce savings of three percent to five percent initially” when applied in the state’s 
Oregon Educators Board plan (MedPAC, 2011; Smith and Saha, 2011). By these indications, 
VBID is an approach to control health care spending—with a focus on value, using copayment 
rates that are based on the value of clinical services (benefits and costs), rather than solely on the 
costs of delivering those services (Fendrick et al., 2001).  


Oregon has a long history of incorporating value into its decisions about health coverage, 
having rank-ordered its benefits since 1989 as discussed previously. It is now translating lessons 
learned from its Medicaid program to the private sector. Identifying over time, per inclusion 
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criteria (Box 2-7), a set of 20 value-based services (VBS) applicable to a set of diagnoses, the 
Health Services Commission determined that these should be promoted, and hence offered at no 
cost-sharing with a waived deductible in the state’s Medicaid program (e.g., the provision of 
diagnostic spirometry and medications according to the National Institute for Health and Clinical 
Excellence (NICE) 2008 stepwise treatment protocol for asthma (Oregon Health Services 
Commission, 2010). Finding that many Medicaid recipients already receive these services with 
little or no cost-sharing, the expectation is that this will have a more significant effect when 
adopted in the private sector. Importantly for the continued role of VBS, the Health Services 
Commission plans to update this list annually to ensure that the most current high-quality 
supporting evidence (such as Cochrane systematic reviews of randomized controlled clinical 
trials and evidence-based guidelines) is used for designing coverage (Oregon Health Services 
Administration, 2011).  
 
 


 
BOX 2-7 


Inclusion Criteria for Oregon’s Value-Based Services (VBS) 
 


• Ambulatory services (i.e., outpatient), including medications, diagnostic tests, procedures, and 
some office visits  


• Primarily offered in the medical home  
• Primarily focused on chronic illness management, preventive care, and/or maternity care  
• Of clear benefit, strongly supported by evidence  
• Cost-effective  
• Reduce hospitalizations or emergency department visits, reduce future exacerbations or illness 


progression, or improve quality of life  
• Low cost up front  
• High utilization desired  
• Low risk of inappropriate utilization  


 


SOURCE: Oregon Health Services Administration, 2011. 
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One additional proposal for a state-specific essential benefits package to cover all 
Oregonians, since sidelined in anticipation of federal guidance on EHB, was to include among 
value-based services offered with 0-5 percent cost-sharing: routine vaccinations, prenatal care, 
chronic illness management, and smoking cessation treatment. Less effective care and care for 
minor injury and self-limited illness (e.g., chronic back pain, viral sore throat, seasonal allergies, 
acne) would have the highest cost-sharing (Saha et al., 2010). Currently, a separate effort through 
the Oregon Health Leadership Council (OHLC), an organization of business leaders, health 
plans, and providers seeking to reduce the rate of increase of health care costs, is actively leading 
efforts to incorporate value-based design in the private sector. With an estimated 8-12 percent 
premium reduction, the OHLC proposed a benefit package with three tiers of service, in which 
the middle one—level 2—resembles most traditional plans with a deductible and coinsurance for 
most services, but the level 1 tier would cover prescription drugs, some lab, imaging, and other 
ancillary services related to six chronic conditions—coronary disease, congestive heart failure, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, diabetes, asthma, and depression—with minimal or no 
cost-sharing. On the other hand, several types of surgeries (for example, coronary artery bypass 
grafting [CABG] and angioplasty) have significant cost-sharing. OHLC originally wanted to 
include primary care visits in the tier without cost-sharing; however, administrative barriers, such 
as the inability of billing systems to distinguish primary care visits from those for a specific 
chronic condition, may not make it feasible for all insurers (MedPAC, 2011).  


As of January 1, 2011, a plan based on the VBS model, which includes no cost-sharing for 
cholesterol and blood pressure medications, is being offered to employees of Evraz Inc., which 
operates steel mills in Oregon and Delaware. Furthermore, while some workers have the option 
of staying in their current plan, the company is waiving the employee premium contribution for 
individuals who opt for the value-based plan. Finally, a similar plan has been rolled out to the 
employees of the health insurer ODS, further indicating that value-based insurance design is 
being recognized as an attractive approach to plan design. 


Summary 
This chapter provides the committee’s review of considerations in benefit choices, benefit 


design, cost drivers, and a sample of illustrative approaches to deciding benefit coverage and its 
application in clinical policies—setting the stage for developing the policy foundations and 
criteria for designing the EHB package in the next chapter. 
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3 
 


Policy Foundations and Criteria for the EHB  
 
The Institute of Medicine committee was tasked with developing a framework for the 


Secretary to use when explicitly defining and revising the essential health benefits (EHB). 
Upon integrating its research and public input from its workshop and online public comment 
form, the committee established four policy foundations to guide its work: economics, ethics, 
evidence-based practice, and population health. Related criteria are outlined for three 
purposes: (1) assessment of the aggregate EHB package, (2) evaluation of individual 
services to be included in the EHB package, and (3) guidance on fair processes.  
 
The Secretary asked the Institute of Medicine (IOM) committee to develop an explicit 


framework for considering the EHB package that would serve the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) now and in the future (Glied, 2011). This chapter outlines the resulting 
framework, including the specific policy foundations and criteria that the committee used to 
guide its own work. The committee later recommends that the Secretary use this framework 
when defining the EHB package and updating it in the years to come (see Chapters 5 and 9).  


The committee specifically queried the public via its online public comment form about what 
principles, criteria, and processes the Secretary might use for defining and revising the EHB. The 
many suggestions made, as well as information gleaned from the committee’s research, could be 
classified into four main policy foundation domains: economics, ethics, evidence-based medical 
practice, and population health. What follows is a general discussion of these domains, 
principles associated with these domains, and a list of criteria that emerged common to these 
policy areas to direct evaluation of the aggregate EHB package, to assess individual technologies 
for inclusion, and to establish appropriate characteristics of processes. The committee’s 
framework of policy foundations and related criteria is consistent with the goals of the ACA and 
those initiatives contained within it, such as HHS’s National Quality Strategy1—to expand 
access to health insurance, to improve the quality of care, to improve the health of individuals 
and communities, and to reduce the cost of care. It also reflects previous IOM work related to 
improving the quality of care, such as Crossing the Quality Chasm’s six aims (IOM, 2001).   


POLICY FOUNDATIONS 
The committee finds that no single policy lens is sufficient or comprehensive enough for 


explicitly framing decisions about the EHB. Figure 3-1 graphically illustrates the four domains 
and principles associated with those domains. Each of these distinct perspectives—
                                                 


1 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010. Public Law 111-148 § 3011, 111th Cong., 2d sess. (March 23, 2010). The current 
version of HHS National Quality Strategy is available at http://www.healthcare.gov/center/reports/quality03212011a.html#na  (accessed June 27, 
2011); it adopts the Institute for Healthcare Improvement’s “Triple Aim” (Berwick et al., 2008). 
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complementary in some cases, overlapping in others, conflicting at times—influences how we 
think about what health insurance should cover and be implemented.  
 


 
FIGURE 3-1 Four policy domains, with associated foundational principles for thinking about essential 
health benefits development and implementation. 
NOTE: EBP = evidence-based practice. 
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Economics 
A benefit design framework rooted in economics primarily conceives of coverage as 


insurance—protecting individuals and their families against the risk of unforeseen health care 
needs, particularly those associated with large expenses (Santerre and Neun, 2010). An 
economics approach uses markets to promote value and efficiency, relying heavily on these 
markets to find the equilibrium between price and demand. With respect to the ACA, new 
markets are being developed for health insurance products that will include the EHB. Decisions 
about the scope of coverage in the EHB package and product benefit design will affect its 
success in the market—both whether it can be sustained with private and public funds over time 
and as discussed in Chapter 1, whether a sufficient number of insurers will participate in the 
exchange, or otherwise opt to exclusively sell plans not subject to the EHB (e.g., those with a 
grandfathered status, or self-insured in the large employer market). Insufficient participation of 
willing purchasers or willing suppliers of insurance products may affect competitiveness as well 
as require government intervention in the content of packages offered or their price. Ideally, 
insurers will compete for the estimated 68 million EHB-related purchasers and will do so in a 
way that provides multiple insurance options at competitive prices. 


While markets reflect the preferences of purchasers, economists recognize the risks of moral 
hazard and adverse selection. Moral hazard refers to the situation in which consumers alter their 
behavior when provided with health insurance (Santerre and Neun, 2010) such as in the case of 
insurance-induced use in which individuals with insurance seek more care—both appropriate 
and inappropriate—than they otherwise would (Pauly, 1968). An insurance market is hard to 
sustain when induced use exceeds premium income, particularly when the benefits do not justify 
the costs. To remedy this, insurers have implemented cost-sharing, but this often reduces 
appropriate and inappropriate use equally (Siu et al., 1986), or they may opt for managed care 
arrangements. Yet if the moral hazard is too great, and the cost of mitigating it too high for a 
given service, private insurers may drop the service from coverage because customers do not 
want to pay for the moral hazard in a higher premium 


Nonrandom enrollment can result from both adverse selection and risk selection. Benefit 
choice and design elements by insurers can result in these consequences; consumer choice to 
enroll or not enroll similarly affects the pool of purchasers and the potential to spread financial 
risk across a broader-based population. For example, adverse selection occurs “when individuals 
at greater risk of high health spending are more likely to need and seek coverage, while low-risk 
individuals are more likely to opt out of coverage.” A premium spiral typically ensues as the 
average insured risk increases and results in higher premiums, which, in turn, may lead to more 
low-risk individuals opting out of coverage, which consequently results in even higher 
premiums. Avoiding such spirals requires minimizing adverse selection by attracting a broad 
base of low-risk individuals, over which the costs of high-risk individuals can be spread (AAA, 
2011). The individual mandate was envisioned as the most effective means to broaden the 
insured population base to help address the current state of cross-subsidization of the uninsured 
by the insured, while gaining insurance industry acceptance for the insurance reforms contained 
in the ACA (McGlynn et al., 2010). Furthermore, the ACA also provides three risk adjustment 
programs to help address risk selection:2 


 
                                                 


2 § 1343. 
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• temporary reinsurance,3 which reimburses insurers for the cost of individuals who 
have unusually high claims;  


• temporary risk corridors,4 which mitigate the pricing risk insurers face, when their 
data on health spending for potential enrollees are limited, by providing a government 
subsidy if insurer losses exceed a threshold—set at three percent in this case 
(conversely, excess gains are also limited with the requirement for plans to pay the 
government if their gains exceed this threshold); and  


• a permanent risk-adjustment program that requires a transfer of funds between health 
plans that disproportionately enroll low-risk individuals to those that enroll a greater 
percentage of high-risk individuals, thus eliminating any incentive for competing 
plans to avoid enrolling these.   


 
Notably, while this reduces the effects of adverse selection between plans based on the relative 
risk of their enrollees, it cannot, however, mitigate the effects of adverse selection against the 
market as a whole if a disproportionate share of low-risk individuals choose not to purchase 
coverage from any health plan (AAA, 2011). Without a large pool of enrollees, all health costs 
cannot be fairly distributed or amortized across an entire population.  


Risk selection (aka “cherry picking” or “cream skimming”), in contrast to patient-driven 
adverse selection is insurer-driven, and refers to the use of benefit package design (or other tools) 
to disproportionately attract healthy individuals. This can result in greater profits for insurers and 
the potential for insufficient access for the sick in the non-guaranteed issue market; ACA 
addresses this potential by incorporating consumer protections (no preexisting condition 
exclusions, guaranteed issue, limiting the medical loss ratio5, etc.) and prohibiting the Secretary 
from making any coverage decisions or designing benefits for the EHB in a way that would 
discriminate against individuals because of their age, disability, or expected length of life. 
Implementation bears watching to ensure that benefit design at the plan level does not 
inadvertently breach these non-discrimination provisions or create barriers to accessing care.  


A variety of benefit design approaches and value-based incentives are being used, as noted in 
Chapter 2. Cautions have been raised to ensure that incentives have their intended consequences. 
For example, cost-sharing is a means for insurers to involve enrollees in the cost burden of their 
care and seeks to align incentives with purchase price. Network tiering is a method that 
encourages enrollees to seek care from designated “high-value” providers, with a lower 
corresponding copayment than for “out-of-network” care. Network tiering can increase 
disparities if the number of designated high-value providers cannot accommodate the patient 
load (i.e., they do not accept new patients) or if lack of proximity (in rural areas especially) 
creates an unreasonable travel burden (Tackett et al., 2011). A similar mechanism applying to 
pharmaceutical use is formulary tiering. A three-tier plan, for example, could have three 
copayment levels; the lowest for generic drugs, the next for formulary (preferred) drugs, and the 
highest for nonformulary brand name drugs (Joyce et al., 2002). However, if the tiers are based 
on price alone, it is not a value-based design. In a variant pharmaceutical benefit design called 
reference pricing, “insurers cover only the low-cost, benchmark drugs in a therapeutic class, and 


                                                 


3 From 2014 to 2016, per § 1341. 
4 From 2014 to 2016, per § 1342. 
5 The medical loss ratio informs consumers and regulators about the percentage of the premium being spent on fees, administration, and 


profits. 
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patients pay the difference in price if they want higher-cost alternatives” (Kanavos and 
Reinhardt, 2003). Similarly, such a pricing model is being considered to put the burden on 
offerers of new technologies to convey why any price increases would be justified over currently 
available technologies in terms of better outcomes for patients.  


Porter remarks, “If value improves, patients, payers, providers, and suppliers can all benefit 
while the economic sustainability of the health care system increases. Cost reduction without 
regard to the outcomes achieved is dangerous and self-defeating, leading to false ‘savings’ and 
potentially limiting effective care” (Porter, 2010). The committee defines value as outcomes 
relative to costs. In Chapter 2, there is a brief overview of cost drivers for health care spending 
and insurance premium growth, as well as discussion of unwarranted preference and supply-
sensitive variations in care. Market pressures can lead to unnecessary utilization of high-cost 
services and items without a commensurate benefit—for example, marketing by vendors directly 
to patients of profitable services that have low health gains over alternatives (e.g., virtual 
physical exams, high-cost pharmaceuticals). Similarly, interest groups can be potent in trying to 
force through benefits which evidence does not support. Comparative effectiveness and cost- 
effectiveness analyses are tools that can be used to compare relative outcomes.  


Ethics 


A framework rooted in ethics recognizes that no set of metrics can provide a guarantee of 
ethical actions, but promotes theoretical reflection and conceptual analysis in support of 
adherence to “ethical norms.” Public examination of clinical effectiveness and setting of 
priorities among benefits, combined with application of ethically guided benefit management 
processes, will contribute to preserving access to benefits that are the safest and most effective 
and eliminating interventions that have been proven to be without benefit or even harmful (Hole-
Curry, 2011). Thus, an ethical framework requires consideration of stewardship of shared 
population-wide resources and, at the same time, fidelity to the needs of the individual (Daniels 
and Sabin, 1997; Daniels and Sabin, 2008). Stewardship is not just a matter of living within a 
budget, but of having a broader obligation for the judicious use of resources so that they are 
available when people who contribute to the resource pool most need them.  


The AMA’s Ethical Force Program proposed five content areas directly related to the 
fairness of a health benefits design and subsequent administration, stating that health care 
coverage decisions should be (1) transparent, (2) participatory, (3) equitable and consistent, (4) 
sensitive to value, and (5) compassionate (Box 3-1). Of note, these are not listed in order of 
importance, but rather in the logical order in which they may be considered in the decision-
making process (AMA, 2004).  
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BOX 3-1   


The AMA’s Ethical Force Program Five Content Areas for Performance Measurement in 
Designing and Administering Health Benefits 


 
Transparency: The processes for designing and administering health benefits should be fully 
transparent to those affected by these processes. 
 
Participatory: Organizationsa should purposefully and meaningfully involve all stakeholders in 
creating and overseeing the processes for designing and administering health benefits. 
 
Equity and consistency: Processes for designing and administering health benefits should 
result in similar decisions under similar circumstances. 
 
Sensitivity to value: Processes for designing and administering health benefits should take into 
account the net health outcomes of services or technologies under consideration and the 
resources required to achieve these outcomes. 
 
Compassion: The design and administration of health benefits should be flexible, responsive to 
individual values and priorities, and attentive to the most vulnerable individuals and those with 
critical needs. 
 
aFor example, health insurance exchanges.  
 
SOURCE: AMA, 2004. 
 


 
The five areas suggested are to be advocated for because 
 


1. Transparency is necessary for market accountability; 
2. Participatory processes ensure that public concerns are understood and 


considered, foster a heightened sense of fairness and legitimacy among 
stakeholders, and additionally promote quality improvement by drawing attention 
to grievances;  


3. Equity and consistency safeguard against inappropriate discrimination (both for 
legal reasons in setting and enforcing precedents and for promoting public 
acceptability of a system);  


4. Sensitivity to value is rooted in the consequentialist approach of promoting the 
greatest good; and 


5. Compassion is consistent with the health insurance function of protecting against 
an imbalance in individual risk, requiring that health care resource allocation 
transcend the formulaic by incorporating flexibility and responsiveness to 
extraordinary individual circumstances and informing itself on such individual 
variations (AMA, 2004).   


 
The five areas identified by the AMA represent aspirational targets. They are not easy to 


achieve in full measure. With transparency, it is not possible to convey all information 
(particularly with regard to additions or revisions) to all people; participatory processes are often 
skewed to those who are already empowered, so attention must be placed on minorities (such as 
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those with rare diseases) who may have been heard less often. A focus on consistency requires 
meticulous record-keeping, which can be challenging and should not hinder progress in 
incorporating developments when previous decisions are determined to be incorrect or new 
circumstances are encountered. Sensitivity to value requires a modality for assessment that must 
ensure the intended effect of the service is considered. Finally, beyond the difficulty of gauging 
compassion lies the challenge of balancing individual need with stewardship of societal 
resources, while avoiding inequity in the distribution of those resources (AMA, 2004). The IOM 
committee concluded that in a large, pluralistic society like the United States, there are no shared 
principles by which to assign fixed weights to the values the AMA identified. For that reason, as 
discussed in Chapter 6, the Committee posited a central role for a fair process to guide EHB 
design and administration, and described the role of public deliberation and “accountability for 
reasonableness” (Daniels and Sabin, 2008) in creating that process. 


Evidence-Based Practice 
 Evidence drives the evolution of medical practice—from its origins rooted in mythology, to 


observation, randomized trial, systematic review, and large-scale personalized modeling. In 
directing this move from the “usual and customary” and “standard of practice” to mixed models 
of evidence- or expert-based practice, evidence-based medical practice improves the quality of 
clinical decision making. In addition to positively impacting the health of the population, there is 
also the potential to reduce the use of marginal services and control some of the variation in 
utilization among providers (Santa and Gibson, 2006). Yet current incentives in the health care 
system—whether related to physician behavior, patient behavior, hospital behavior, or 
manufacturer behavior—are not necessarily aligned with evidence-based practice (Jacques, 
2011), contributing to unexplained and/or unintended variation in medical and health care 
quality.  


Evidence-based practice (EBP) could be fostered through EHB design. In practice, “evidence 
based medicine is the conscientious, explicit, and judicious use of current best evidence in 
making decisions about the care of individual patients” (Sackett et al., 1996, p. 71). The use of 
evidence helps both to define coverage and to determine medical necessity for individual 
patients. The IOM has published a number of studies stressing the “imperative for change” to 
improve the quality of health care through the use of evidence and incentives to support its use in 
practice—noting unsustainable rates of increase in costs, unwarranted variation in the use of 
services, shortcomings in the health care system’s ability to translate knowledge into practice, 
and too frequent lapses in applying new technology safely and appropriately (IOM, 2001, 2008, 
2011a, 2011b). Numerous studies support findings that unnecessary care is delivered (NEHI, 
2008; Schuster et al., 2005), recommended care is not (McGlynn et al., 2003), and that care when 
delivered inappropriately can be unsafe (Rosen, 2010).  


Recognizable gaps in the evidence base and in the strength of evidence mean that uncertainty 
remains around decision making for numerous services. Opportunities for coverage with 
evidence development, as Medicare does (e.g., pancreatic islet cell transplantation), can help if 
there is a mechanism to collect rigorous treatment and outcomes data. The expected 
technological explosion from multiple fields may fuel growth in what is known as personalized 
medicine and will add further challenges to applying EBP as the tension between studies based 
on populations and treatment decisions at the individual level increases. As important as 
evidence is, care must be taken to ensure that the absence of evidence (different from negative 
evidence) does not have more impact on specific groups. For example, given the directive to 
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“take into account the health care needs of diverse segments of the population,” if evidence gaps 
selectively disadvantage particular groups, such as children, disabled, minorities or women, 
special effort should be taken to avoid discrimination. 


EBP is understood by clinicians, but has variable acceptability among the general public on a 
conceptual level, with one study finding “many of these consumers’ beliefs, values, and 
knowledge to be at odds with what policy makers prescribe as evidence-based health care” 
(Carman et al., 2010). Furthermore, “When science or the evidence flies in the face of people's 
desires or their personal health beliefs,” there can be a backlash from both medical professionals 
and patients (Good, 2010). However, evidence should clarify decisions in a more transparent 
way to the public; in the context of making tradeoffs among benefits, when the choice is living 
within evidence-based guidelines versus paying more, or giving up a covered category, people 
accept the guidelines (Ginsburg et al., 2006). Furthermore, aligning coverage with scientific 
evidence can be a safeguard against inappropriate discrimination (Rosenbaum, 2011) in the 
practice of individualized, condition-specific care.  


Evidence-based medical practice is an ever-evolving effort that requires analysis—which can 
be costly—to develop standards that will guide clinical decision making—often through one or a 
number of entities charged with reviewing and analyzing evidence (e.g., U.S. Preventive 
Services Task Force, Cochrane, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality [AHRQ]).  


Given the broad range of EBP’s potential applications, it is important to consider how 
evidence is currently used for decision making within health care (Table 3-1). As noted by 
Clancy and Cronin (2005), “Increasing the relevance of scientific evidence to clinical and policy 
decisions relies on both a transparent approach to evaluating the quality of scientific studies and 
a broad debate about the interpretation of scientific findings and their optimal application” 
(Clancy and Cronin, 2005, p. 152). One research area of considerable interest is the question of 
“appropriate use”—because it is possible to establish that a service has credible evidence for 
efficacy, with conditions of coverage (e.g., higher versus lower cost-sharing, participation in 
research to generate evidence) as opposed to considering benefits independently, absolutely, and 
unconditionally covered.  
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TABLE 3-1 Uses of Evidence for Decision Making 
Type of Decision Decision Maker Role of 


Evidence 
Product approval  FDA Level I 
Product purchasing, for example, formulary selection Health plans, PBMs Level II 
Clinical decisions   
     Practice guidelines Clinicians Level II 
     Shared decisions Clinicians, patients Level III 
Assess and improve health care quality   
     Internal improvement Health care organizations Level II 
     Public reporting Payers or purchasers; states Level II 
     Pay for performancea Payers or purchasers  Level II 
Choice of plans or providers Consumers; employers Level III 
Selection of benefits and coverage Insurers; employers Levels II-III 
Organizational and management decisions Health care organization 


leaders 
Level IV 


Care optionsb Individuals; patient and disease 
groups  


Level III-IV 


NOTES: Level I: rigorous evidence required (absolute requirement); level II: evidence is predominant 
input when available, supplemented by expert judgment; level III: available evidence is one but not the 
only input to decisions; level IV: available evidence is limited, other considerations are important. FDA = 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration; PBM = pharmacy benefit manager. 
aPilot programs. 
bEmerging focus. 
SOURCE: Clancy and Cronin, 2005. Copyrighted and published by ProjectHOPE/Health Affairs as 
Clancy and Cronin, Evidence-based decision making: Global evidence, local decisions. Health Aff 
(Millwood):2005; 1(24):151-162. 


 
 
Obstacles to increased use of evidence in health benefits design include a perceived lack of 


sufficient evidence, inability to communicate—with  credibility and transparency—to consumers 
the rationale behind perceived limitations on coverage, inadequate benefit design description, 
financial and administrative considerations, and resistance to change among providers, vendors, 
and consumers (Bernstein, 2010; Santa and Gibson, 2006). Among these, lack of adequate 
information—either because the issue has not been studied or because no positive results have 
been found—is the most significant challenge encountered in EBP. A related difficulty that 
arises is in the interpretation of the information available, particularly with regard to cases where 
there is equivalence, conflicting evidence, treatment heterogeneity (variable response based on 
some other factor6), or no consensus about relative effectiveness among services. Indeed, the 
quality of all evidence must be evaluated—for risk of bias, consistency, precision, directness, 
and reporting bias. In 2011, the IOM published Clinical Practice Guidelines We Can Trust and 
Finding What Works in Health Care: Standards for Systematic Reviews, each of which set 
standards to improve the quality of clinical practice guidelines (CPG) and systematic reviews 
(SR), respectively. When the Secretary of HHS and insurers use evidence to make benefit design 


                                                 


6 Co-morbid condition, gender, metabolic ability, etc.  
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decisions, they will be working in an evidence environment that is far from ideal, but they should 
use the best evidence available (IOM, 2011a, 2011b).  


Population Health 
The IOM has long highlighted the need for a greater focus on population health alongside 


individual health (IOM, 1988, 2002). The committee agrees that it is necessary to consider the 
needs of both the individual and the overall population when setting priorities (Sabin, 1998) and 
acknowledges the tension this places on policy makers when making coverage decisions. 
Population health focuses on improving the overall health status of a community, thus departing 
from the predominant late 20th century medical care model of focusing interventions only on the 
individual (Kindig, 2007). The function of health insurance, in this framework, is to encourage 
access to health-promoting care services, both through primary and secondary prevention (e.g., 
immunizations to reduce transmission of communicable diseases; screenings for conditions such 
as high blood pressure, type 2 diabetes mellitus, or certain cancers, in which a delay in the 
initiation of treatment is associated with increased mortality.  


The ACA changes the paradigm for preventive health services, because preventive and 
wellness services (including chronic disease management) are one of the 10 categories of care 
required for EHB. Furthermore, services that have been rated highly effective by the U.S. 
Preventive Services Task Force must be offered without patient cost-sharing (currently 45 
preventive services have received a high evidence grade of A or B) (USPSTF, 2010). 


In 2006, amid efforts to develop an essential benefits package, Oregon’s Health Services 
Commission changed its prioritized list’s ranking methodology (discussed in Chapter 2) to 
incorporate a population focus, moving certain preventive services higher on the list (MedPAC, 
2011). The ACA reflects this value by stipulating the inclusion of a set of highly effective 
preventive health services, without cost-sharing in the benefit package7 (HHS, 2010). 
Additionally, one study by Thornton and Rice (2008) suggests that population health can be 
improved when health insurance coverage is extended to the uninsured (a 10 percent increase in 
insurance coverage of a state’s population was estimated to reduce mortality by 1.69-1.92 
percent). Such an effect may not be seen in national statistics if the proportion of the population 
becoming newly insured is small or the extension of life is minimal, but the expansion of health 
coverage under ACA and the insureds’ response to care provide an opportunity to study these 
effects. Finally, efforts to identify and then eliminate the disparities experienced while accessing 
health care must accompany any population health approach.    


A few states also explicitly assess the impact on the health of their overall population when 
considering whether certain health benefits should be mandated for insurance packages. Among 
these, California, by law, undertakes a public health impact analysis of proposed mandated 
health benefits by collecting data from state registries, state-specific population-based surveys, 
and national surveys to determine disease prevalence and incidence, impact of benefit coverage 
on health outcomes (including morbidity, mortality, disability, and quality of life), health care 
utilization, and how it will reduce premature health and economic loss (CHBRP, 2011; 
McMenamin et al., 2006). Furthermore, a focus on and improvement of population health is 
considered to positively influence economic growth (Bloom and Canning, 2000 ; Mirvis and 


                                                 


7 Only when these services are delivered by a network provider.  
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Bloom, 2008), while having the potential to save money in the long term (Murphy and Topel, 
2003).  


CRITERIA 
After considering these policy foundations for explicitly designing coverage, the committee 


derived criteria for determination of EHB as the Secretary of HHS requested. Individual criteria 
go across multiple policy domains—for example, the concept of stewardship is as much of an 
ethical as an economic criterion. A need for distinction among criteria for three purposes became 
apparent: first, criteria for assessing the EHB package’s content in the aggregate; second, criteria 
for assessing individual services for possible inclusion or exclusion in the package; finally, 
separate criteria for the methods employed in deliberations over composition, whether employed 
by the Secretary, states, any advisory body, or the public. These criteria promote responsible 
oversight of the EHB.  


Guidance on Content   
Figure 3-2 lists the criteria for the aggregate package and individual service assessments for 


the EHB. These criteria are part of the process, defined by the committee, to define the initial 
EHB package (Recommendation 1 in Chapter 5) and updating the package (Recommendation 5 
in Chapter 9). 


With respect to the application of criteria for the overall package, the committee 
acknowledges that the expected effects for each of these criteria can be along a continuum and 
multiple metrics could be applied to measure that effect. For example, estimates by the 
Congressional Budget Office, RAND, and others give guidance on expected enrollment 
numbers, reductions in the uninsured, and changes in average premium prices (CBO, 2011a, 
2011b; Eibner et al., 2010; KFF, 2011), which, along with actuarial estimates of specific benefit 
categories, can be applied in estimating the impact of the contents of various benefit package 
options. The committee was acutely aware that the affordability of the EHB package would 
affect market response, and has more to say in Chapter 5 on how a projected national average 
premium can guide benefit package development. The committee recognizes the intent of ACA 
to maximize the number of people who are meaningfully insured and thereby, the implicit goal 
embedded in the CBO scoring of the health reform bill on the potential for reduction in the 
number of uninsured and take up of coverage through private means. Monitoring of 
implementation will inform these and other metrics. The committee recommends development of 
a monitoring and research agenda in Chapter 7, which should include identification of metrics to 
monitor the criteria. 


ACA and HHS’s National Quality Strategy underline the need for better care practices. The 
committee believes that decisions on covered benefits and benefit design choices can support 
better care practices. The committee supports an evidence-based and value-based approach to 
coverage of health services as desirable to maximize the health gains of such services as well as 
provide patients with the best choice of safe and effective treatments. This argues for 
development of a shared EHB evidence base, monitoring of access to designated EHB coverage 
so that benefits supported by evidence are available to those who need them, and being 
encouraging to new modes of delivery or insurance design that foster value. How one evaluates 
an entire package or even one of the 10 categories of care as being fully evidence-based will be 
challenging but also argues for more detail in benefit specification (see Chapters 5 and 9) and 
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improvement in the quality of evidence over time. Currently, each insurer, whether public or 
private, is making decisions on effectiveness of services separately, at times duplicating efforts 
that might be better directed in cooperative evaluation of research and establishment of clinical 
policies.   


Insurance is a method of pooling the risk of financial loss across a group or a population. 
This prompts the question of “Which medical services should be paid for using a limited pool of 
shared funds?” Insurance policies exclude certain benefits; HHS will certainly have to exclude 
benefits that might be important to certain stakeholders, and these may even be services that have 
an evidence-base that shows at some level they are effective. Most of us will be paying into 
insurance pools, directly through purchasing insurance and/or indirectly through taxes. Thus, we 
all depend on the possibility of spending from these shared pools and should want financial 
protections against catastrophic illnesses and conditions and assurances that care paid for out of 
shared resources is medically necessary. In contrast to other policy foundations, an 
insurance/economic frame emphasizes mitigation of short-term risk. Thus, relying on this frame 
alone is insufficient for establishing EHB; coverage of prevention services, which are often 
relatively low cost and whose use can be anticipated, would tend not to be covered under an 
insurance frame solely.  


ACA puts an emphasis on prevention, and it will be necessary to invest in effective 
prevention and treatment practices for leading causes of morbidity and mortality to advance 
population health. In setting that as a goal, however, there must always be, as ACA requires, 
attention to diverse segments of society and a spectrum of needs throughout the lifecycle and 
across a variety of conditions to prevent discrimination in the choice of benefits.  


The committee criteria on evaluating individual components reflect current practice of 
evaluating such services as discussed in Chapter 2. There are many existing groups that evaluate 
specific services (e.g., Blue Cross Blue Shield Technology Evaluation Center, AHRQ Evidence-
Based Practice Centers) for effectiveness, although not always using cost and comparative 
effectiveness as the committee endorses. The committee also emphasizes that the EHB insurance 
package should focus on medical services (Chapter 4), but that some nonmedical services may 
add value (i.e., promote health gain for the cost) and are supported by an evidence base of 
effectiveness. Several caveats are added to this list of criteria; services that fail to meet all of the 
criteria might be subject to restriction if they are included, for example, through the setting of 
limits on their duration and scope. Services that meet all of the criteria must still be subject to 
review as part of a package of benefits. And even when included as a covered benefit, if it is not 
medically necessary for an individual, it should not be covered (Chapter 5).  
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In the aggregate, the EHB must:


• Be affordable for consumers, employers, and 
taxpayers.


• Maximize the number of people with 
insurance coverage.


• Protect the most vulnerable by addressing 
the particular needs of those patients and 
populations.


• Encourage better care practices by 
promoting the right care to the right patient in 
the right setting at the right time.


• Advance stewardship of resources by 
focusing on high value services and reducing 
use of low value services. Value is defined as 
outcomes relative to cost.


• Address the medical concerns of greatest 
importance to enrollees in EHB-related plans, 
as identified through a public deliberative 
process.


• Protect against the greatest financial risks
due to catastrophic events or illnesses. 


Criteria to Guide Content of the 
Aggregate EHB Package


In the aggregate, the EHB must:


• Be affordable for consumers, employers, and 
taxpayers.


• Maximize the number of people with 
insurance coverage.


• Protect the most vulnerable by addressing 
the particular needs of those patients and 
populations.


• Encourage better care practices by 
promoting the right care to the right patient in 
the right setting at the right time.


• Advance stewardship of resources by 
focusing on high value services and reducing 
use of low value services. Value is defined as 
outcomes relative to cost.


• Address the medical concerns of greatest 
importance to enrollees in EHB-related plans, 
as identified through a public deliberative 
process.


• Protect against the greatest financial risks
due to catastrophic events or illnesses. 


Criteria to Guide Content of the 
Aggregate EHB Package


The individual service, device, drug for the EHB 
must:


• Be safe—expected benefits should be 
greater than expected harms.  


• Be medically effective and supported by a 
sufficient evidence base, or in the absence of 
evidence on effectiveness, a credible standard 
of care is used.


• Demonstrate meaningful improvement in 
outcomes over current effective 
services/treatments. 


• Be a medical service, not serving primarily a 
social or educational function. 


• Be cost effective, so that the health gain for 
individual and population health is sufficient to 
justify the additional cost to taxpayers and 
consumers. 


Caveats:


Failure to meet any of the criteria should result 
in exclusion or significant limits on coverage. 


Each component would still be subject to the 
criteria for assembling the aggregate EHB 
package.


Inclusion does not mean that it is appropriate 
for every person to receive every component. 


Criteria to Guide EHB Content on 
Specific Components
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consumers. 


Caveats:


Failure to meet any of the criteria should result 
in exclusion or significant limits on coverage. 


Each component would still be subject to the 
criteria for assembling the aggregate EHB 
package.


Inclusion does not mean that it is appropriate 
for every person to receive every component. 


Criteria to Guide EHB Content on 
Specific Components


 


FIGURE 3-2 Criteria for assessing content of EHB. 
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Criteria to Guide the Methods  
Repeatedly emphasized to the committee was the importance of having a trustworthy method 


for defining and updating the EHB. In developing these criteria, the committee identified the 
following as key (Box 3-2)—that the methods be transparent, participatory, equitable and 
consistent, sensitive to value, responsive to new information, attentive to stewardship, 
encouraging to innovation, and data-driven. These attributes of methods can apply at many 
levels, not only the national definition of EHB, but also how states may make decisions about 
benefits in their states (Chapter 8 on innovation) and insurer decisions on medical necessity and 
any subsequent appeals. 


The transparency of the EHB process at the national level extends to making the rationale 
behind choices made for the EHB package public (Chapter 5). Participation can take many 
forms, but in the context of making tradeoffs among benefits, the committee recommends going 
beyond usual stakeholder public comment to have formalized deliberation on tradeoffs (Chapter 
5, 6, and 9). Equity and consistency are particularly important to ensure that medical necessity 
decisions are conducted fairly and with transparency, at a minimum, in external appeals (Chapter 
5 and 7). 
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Methods for defining, updating, and prioritizing 
must be


• Transparent. The rationale for all decisions 
about benefits, benefit design, and changes is 
made publicly available.


• Participatory. Current and future enrollees 
have a role in helping define the priorities for 
coverage.  


• Equitable and consistent. Enrollees should 
feel confident that benefits will be developed 
and administered fairly.


• Sensitive to value. To be accountable to 
taxpayers and plan members, the covered 
service must provide a meaningful health 
benefit. 


• Responsive to new information. EHB will 
change over time as new scientific information 
becomes available.   


• Attentive to stewardship. For judicious use 
of pooled resources, budgetary constraints are 
necessary to keep the EHB affordable.


• Encouraging to innovation. The EHB 
should allow for innovation in covered services, 
service delivery, medical management, and 
new payment models to improve value.


• Data-driven. An evaluation of the care 
included in the EHB is based on objective 
clinical evidence and actuarial reviews.


Criteria to Guide Methods for Defining 
and Updating the EHB


Methods for defining, updating, and prioritizing 
must be


• Transparent. The rationale for all decisions 
about benefits, benefit design, and changes is 
made publicly available.


• Participatory. Current and future enrollees 
have a role in helping define the priorities for 
coverage.  


• Equitable and consistent. Enrollees should 
feel confident that benefits will be developed 
and administered fairly.


• Sensitive to value. To be accountable to 
taxpayers and plan members, the covered 
service must provide a meaningful health 
benefit. 


• Responsive to new information. EHB will 
change over time as new scientific information 
becomes available.   


• Attentive to stewardship. For judicious use 
of pooled resources, budgetary constraints are 
necessary to keep the EHB affordable.


• Encouraging to innovation. The EHB 
should allow for innovation in covered services, 
service delivery, medical management, and 
new payment models to improve value.


• Data-driven. An evaluation of the care 
included in the EHB is based on objective 
clinical evidence and actuarial reviews.


Criteria to Guide Methods for Defining 
and Updating the EHB


 


FIGURE 3-3 Criteria to guide methods for defining and updating the EHB. 


 
Together, these policy foundations, principles, and criteria comprise the committee’s 


framework for defining and revising the EHB package, in a manner consistent with the ACA.  
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4  
 


Resolving ACA Intent  
 


At times, provisions in Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) send 
conflicting signals, requiring the committee members to come to a common understanding 
about what these provisions should mean for the essential health benefits (EHB). 
Specifically, the committee reached the following conclusions before offering 
recommendations in subsequent chapters: (1) the EHB package should first be constructed 
as a basic plan that meets statutory requirements before additions, and any addition should 
be subject to the same evaluative process the committee recommends; (2) every service or 
item that might be classified within the 10 categories or a typical employer plan is not 
essential be subject to evaluation; (3) due to data limitations on benefits, the scope of typical 
employer benefits needs to be thought of as equivalent to a typical premium and the EHB 
package should be built up to fit within such a predefined premium target; (4) initial 
secretarial definition of the benefits should be as detailed as data permit; (5) typical 
employer should be defined as small firms and the constraints they face taken into account; 
(6) state mandates should not receive special treatment but should be subject to the same 
inclusion criteria as any other service or item; (7) benefits should be focused on medical 
ones.  
 
 
Through an array of statutory provisions involving the ten categories of care, the typical 


employer plan, consideration of state mandates, and various other requirements, the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) provides legislative guidance for the contents of the 
essential health benefits (EHB). Yet the committee’s review of this language revealed some 
conflicting and ambiguous direction with respect to the definition of the EHB. Furthermore, 
presentations during the committee’s public workshops and responses to its public comment 
form revealed a spectrum of views on foundational issues that needed resolution.  


The foundational areas explored in this chapter involve the following questions: 
 


• Does essential mean a basic or very expansive package? 
• Are the 10 categories of care covered in typical employer plans? 
• Is everything within the 10 categories of care or a typical employer plan essential? 
• Within what boundaries, if any, are the covered benefits meant to be defined? 
• How specific should the Secretary be when defining the package?  
• What is a typical employer in the context of ACA? 
• How should state mandates be considered? 
• Should medical and nonmedical services be distinguished in the context of the EHB? 
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Thus, the committee thought it wise to step back from the details of the statutory language to 
consider elaborating on the underpinnings of the approach that the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) should take in determining what, in fact, is an essential benefit. After all, 
this is the package of benefits that many individuals will be required to purchase, and the 
meaning of essential can take on different connotations and result in benefit packages of diverse 
degrees of comprehensiveness and affordability. 


FINDING THE MEANING OF ESSENTIAL 
To many, essential in common parlance means basic, a minimum “floor” of benefits yet 


others differ, seeing the intent of ACA for the EHB package to provide robust and 
comprehensive coverage. To complicate matters, the word essential was often used 
interchangeably by people providing comments to the committee, but to mean different things. 


For example, at the committee’s first workshop, presentations by a bipartisan panel of former 
and current Senate staff members expressed some disagreement about what the ultimate package 
would look like—whether the desire was to create a “robust” benefit package versus a 
“minimum” benefit package. Mr. David Schwartz said that Congress intended the EHB package 
to be “meaningful” and comprehensive and thus, linked it to the benefits of a typical large 
employer plan (Schwartz, 2011). In contrast, Mr. Mark Hayes pointed out that the ACA uses the 
term essential because the legislature intended these to be basic not comprehensive benefits 
(Hayes, 2011). Although the ACA lays out a more comprehensive set of benefits than in the 
Federal Employee Health Benefit Program (FEHBP) statute, Ms. Katy Spangler emphasized that 
the committee should “look at the least robust version of the benefit package as meeting” the 
standard of minimum essential coverage; otherwise, she said, fewer people will be able to afford 
coverage thus defeating the purpose of ACA to expand coverage to those who cannot now afford 
it (Spangler, 2011). Other presenters and commentators similarly presented diverse visions of the 
EHB package.1 


Previous mandatory coverage requirements have similarly been couched in terms such as 
“minimum” or “basic,” and these provided floors that could be supplemented at the individual, 
employer, or plan option. For example, the 1973 Health Maintenance Organization (HMO) Act 
required “a comprehensive package of basic benefits, including essential preventive services, 
along with a list of supplemental benefits for which the enrollees would make an extra payment” 
(Bergthold, 2010; The American Presidency Project, 2011). In 1990, the American Medical 
Association (AMA) proposed a minimum health care benefit package for a program proposal 
requiring employers to offer insurance coverage that included a limited set of covered benefits 
(for example, including no more than a specific number of doctor visits per year), the result of 
making what the AMA described as difficult choices to provide a degree of benefits to those who 
previously had no coverage.2 In 1993 with the objective of providing small employers access to 
affordable health insurance and thus be better able to compete with larger employers, the State of 
Maryland set standards for all insurance carriers participating in the small employer market, 
establishing a “floor”—actuarial equivalency to the minimum benefits required to be offered by 
federally qualified HMOs —and a “ceiling”—the average premium for the standard benefit plan 
could not exceed 12 percent of Maryland’s average annual wage. Subsequently, this amount was 


                                                 


1 See the committee’s workshop publication for further discussion, Perspectives on Essential Health Benefits. 
2 This benefit package idea was rescinded as AMA policy in 2005. 
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reduced to 10 percent. Approximately 98 percent of those participating in that market add 
benefits, “buying up” from the basic plan3 (MHCC, 2007; Sammis, 2011; Wicks, 2002). Utah 
NetCare, which is Utah’s “version of a EHB package,” was designed to be a third less expensive 
than the average employer-based premium in the market. While the basic benefit package is 
currently available and being purchased, “most people purchase benefit packages in excess of the 
basic requirements.”4 Others pointed to the basic mandatory versus optional services under 
Medicaid, as an example of differentiating between levels of basic and enriched service choices 
in benefit packages. Section 1302 of the ACA specifically allows health plans to add benefits 
beyond whatever is defined as the essential health benefit package; however, individuals 
accessing coverage by virtue of exchange subsidies may not be able to afford supplementary 
coverage beyond what is offered in the exchange plan.  


Having as many benefits incorporated in a plan as possible provides consumers protection for 
unforeseen expenditures, but it does so at the risk of raising the overall premium substantially, 
constituting an initial barrier to obtaining coverage for many and raising the total amount of 
federal subsidization. On the other hand, if the benefit package is not comprehensive enough or 
deductibles and co-payments too high, patients may be underinsured. The major issue 
confronting the committee was how to balance the expansiveness of the benefit package with its 
affordability, while preserving the intent of ACA to expand coverage to millions. 


10 CATEGORIES OF CARE VERSUS TYPICAL 
The 10 categories of care designated in Section 1302 for inclusion in the essential health 


benefit package are a mix of condition-specific care (maternity and newborn care), types of 
services (laboratory services), facility-based care (hospitalization), and age-based services 
(pediatric services)5: Consequently, some categories overlap; for example, if maternity care was 
not a separate category, those services could be classified among the others. 


 
• Ambulatory patient services  
• Emergency services  
• Hospitalization  
• Maternity and newborn care 
• Mental health and substance use disorder services, including behavioral health treatment  
• Prescription drugs  
• Rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices  
• Laboratory services  
• Preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management  
• Pediatric services, including oral and vision care. 
 


Congress, however, sought to remediate what it saw as shortcomings in current coverage by 
pulling out certain categories to ensure that they were covered, such as maternity services, 
                                                 


3 The Maryland Insurance Association also surveyed the largest carriers in 2008 regarding the top five benefit plans sold to small 
employers. These results were not published.  


4 According to Utah’s largest commercial insurer with about 50 percent of the market, the enrollment or uptake in the minimum NetCare 
among their members represents about 0.005 percent of the overall market. Personal communication with James Dunnigan, Utah State 
Legislature, May 4, 2011. 


5 The ACA expressly prohibits listing abortion as an EHB (Section 1303(b)(1)(A)(i). 







Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.


Essential Health Benefits:  Balancing Coverage and Costs


4-4    ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS                           


PREPUBLICATION COPY: UNCORRECTED PROOFS 


mental health and substance abuse disorder services, and habilitative services. Habilitative 
services are distinct from rehabilitation, in that it is designed to help a person first attain a 
particular function, versus restoring a function. As was remarked during one of the committee’s 
workshops, a separate listing of mental health and substance abuse disorder services would not 
be required if parity had truly been achieved. Others noted that coverage of maternity care has 
frequently not been a standard offering in the individual market; instead, until the ACA 
requirement goes into effect, it must be purchased as an additional policy rider that is frequently 
“expensive and limited in scope” (NWLC, 2008).  


The EHB are to reflect typical employer plans, and the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) 
conducted a review of plan documents in fulfillment of ACA’s requirement for a “survey of 
employer-sponsored coverage to determine the benefits typically covered by employers. The 
results of the “survey” can best be characterized as a survey of plan documents and their degree 
of specificity, which does not fully reflect whether plans actually offer a specific benefit. For 
example, the DOL reports 67 percent of plan documents list coverage of durable medical 
equipment, while one Mercer survey (2011) suggests that 97 percent of employers actually cover 
this benefit to some degree.  


While most of the broader categories of ACA are in typical plans, it is less clear whether 
habilitation, wellness and chronic disease management programs, and pediatric oral and vision 
are, and even if they are, what services are affected. The committee asked 3 insurers to report on 
whether they covered these and other categories and services in the small group market 
(Appendix C).  


 
• Habilitation and early intervention services were not included by two of the three 


reporting, with the third including these in most plans but with coverage criteria 
determined by state mandates.  


• Case management and diabetes care management,6 possible components of wellness 
and chronic disease management, were “available” from two with the other 
responding that these were not covered benefits.  


• Full pediatric oral and vision care have not been standard benefits, instead these are 
available as riders.7  


• Depending on the particular mental health and substance abuse disorder service, 
coverage was indicated as almost universal, while some services such as inpatient or 
outpatient substance abuse detoxification is less frequently covered and that coverage 
may be in response to state mandates.8  


 
The plans offered by large employers are considered the most inclusive of benefits, yet even in 
these plans, services such as wellness services and pediatric oral and vision services may only be 
available as supplements to a standard medical plan and habilitation not specifically designated 
as a covered benefit (Kang, 2011; Mercer, 2011). How these categories, and the services within 
them, are defined may change insurer response about whether they are currently covered services 
                                                 


6 The DOL report indicated that diabetes care management was listed in 27 percent of plan documents that they reviewed, but 73 percent do 
not mention coverage (see Appendix F).  


7 Mercer reported that 46 percent of all employers offer plans that provide pediatric dental and 44 percent provide pediatric vision (see 
Appendix F). 


8 The DOL report list less frequent mention of some services in plan documents with respect to substance abuse services. The services 
reported on in the IOM committee’s request were limited to those listed in the DOL survey (See Appendix F). 







Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.


Essential Health Benefits:  Balancing Coverage and Costs


RESOLVING ACA INTENT  4-5 


PREPUBLICATION COPY: UNCORRECTED PROOFS 


or not. Nonetheless, it appears the typical employer plan will have to be expanded to 
accommodate the 10 categories of care.  


The statute permits the Secretary to add more categories, by saying the EHB package must 
include “at least” the 10 broad categories of care. It was beyond the committee’s charge to 
specify the addition of categories and services, but the committee wanted to conceptually explore 
how to think about inclusions as the Secretary would have to do. As Congress did in drafting the 
legislation, the committee examined legislative guidance for other health insurance programs 
(e.g., Federal Employee Health Benefit Program [FEHBP], Medicare, Medicaid, private plans) to 
see what other categories are required under those programs. For example, hospice and home 
health care are separately designated services for inclusion under Medicare Part A and B, 
respectively.9 Home care is “mandatory” under Medicaid (Appendix D). But neither is 
specifically drawn out in the FEHBP statute, or the Massachusetts creditable coverage 
requirements. Next, the committee explored if they might be considered typical benefits. For 
hospice care, DOL found it to be mentioned in 67 percent of plans, Mercer reported 91 percent 
of employers were offering this benefit, and the 3 insurers polled by the committee indicated it 
was covered. For home health care, DOL found 73 percent of plans mention coverage, Mercer 93 
percent of employers offer, and the 3 insurers that provided information to the committee 
indicated it was covered (Appendix C). For both services, coverage was subject to certain criteria 
and limits. Thus, the typical employer plan is likely to have to add additional services to meet the 
statutorily required 10 categories as well as likely to have some categories or services that are 
already beyond those 10 categories.  


 
Conclusion: The committee concludes that the contents of the EHB package should first be 
constructed as a basic plan that will meet the statutory requirements of typical employer plan 
and its expansion to the 10 categories before considering any other additions. Adding more 
benefits would necessitate raising premiums and/or further modifying benefit design and 
administration factors, such as network design and medical management criteria and 
programs. As a result, the committee does not recommend additions to the 10 categories of care 
at the outset but would require any additions to be considered within the broader evaluative 
process outlined in this report’s recommendation 1 for defining essential health benefits (see 
Recommendation 1 in Chapter 5).  
  


ESSENTIAL VERSUS NONESSENTIAL 
The decision about what is essential or nonessential is likely more complex than a binary one 


of determining whether a benefit is essential or not, but of being more or less essential, thus 
requiring an element of prioritization in the definition of essential benefits. Employers and 
insurers already deem some things excluded from coverage based solely on the impact on 
premiums or because offering such coverage would expose the insurer to the risk of adverse 
selection. Other times a decision is made according to a “social insurance test”: is it is reasonable 
to ask others in the risk pool to subsidize the cost of providing the benefit (Levine, 2011)? 
Section 1302 states that the EHB shall include the 10 general categories and “the items and 
services covered within the categories.” However within these 10 general categories, as well as 
in typical employer plans, are services and items that should be excluded or limited in coverage 


                                                 


9 Social Security Act of 1965, Public Law 89-97 Title XVIII § 1812.  
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because they can be deemed less essential. Additionally, there may be services that have been 
excluded in the past that should be reconsidered.  


   
Conclusion: The committee concludes, that the Section 1302 language that says “the items and 
services covered within the categories,” should not be read to mean that every service that is 
within one of the 10 categories or is covered by a typical employer plan should automatically be 
included within the definition of the EHB.  


 


BOUNDARIES OR NOT 
ACA provides further guidance that suggests that the EHB cannot be approached with an 


open wallet, but must fall within a cost range that is affordable for likely purchasers and 
sustainable by the government. The exchange products are to be based on a typical employer 
model. Employers buy insurance products on behalf of their employees and under budgetary 
constraints, and are acutely aware of the fact that each dollar spent on health insurance premiums 
is a dollar that cannot be allocated to wages or other benefits (Emanuel and Fuchs, 2008). 
Therefore, operating under a budget and considering tradeoffs among inclusion and exclusion of 
benefits as well as benefit design options is typical among employers.  


Before passage of ACA, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) scored the impact of the 
bill’s provisions on the federal budget and on premiums for individuals and small employers, 
using as a starting point the average employer premium from the Medical Expenditure Panel 
Survey (MEPS) but with subsequent adjustment based on consideration of the KFF-HRET 
employer benefit survey and consultation with benefit consultants on premium trends. The scope 
of benefits was considered to be reflected in the scope of the average employer plan premium 
(with the average weighted by enrollment). Thus, the average employer premium was factored 
into the calculations used in assessing the ultimate cost impact of health reform on individuals, 
small business, and the federal government (CBO, 2009a, 2009b).10 Finally, the ACA requires a 
report to Congress on updating the EHB, that specifically assesses the impact of any additions to 
benefits that might increase costs, and identifies corresponding reductions to meet the actuarial 
limitation of the scope of a typical employer plan.  


The legislative language can be interpreted to mean that the EHB will not be more costly 
than “typical” employer-based insurance, and this provides a fiscal restraint on the expansiveness 
of the EHB package and its cost,11 and by extension, the federal subsidy amount paid over time. 
The lack of specificity in available data about benefit inclusions also argues for the scope of the 
benefit package to thought about in dollar terms of what a plan subscriber is typically paying. 
The reference to “scope of benefits” in Section 1302 may, therefore, have to be interpreted to 
refer to an equivalent to what can be obtained by a typical premium amount.  


 
Conclusion: The committee concludes that scope of benefits of a typical employer plan 
needs to be thought of not only as the listing of benefits but also as what is paid by the 


                                                 


10 Personal communication with Phil Ellis, Congressional Budget Office, February 2, 2011. 
11 Former legislative and current White House staff conveyed to the IOM committee that the typical employer language in Section 1302 was 


considered to be a reasonable restraint on the expansiveness of benefits. Personal communication with Yvette Fontenot, formerly of the Senate 
Committee on Finance, December 6, 2010. 
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subscriber for those benefits. Without some constraint on the size of the EHB package, the 
premium prices faced by individuals seeking to obtain coverage both inside and outside of 
the exchanges in the individual and small business market may prove unaffordable to the 
target population and diminish access to health insurance coverage. The committee 
concludes that the EHB should be defined as a package that will fall under a predefined cost 
target rather than building a package and then finding out what it would cost.  


 


UNDERSTANDING TYPICAL SPECIFICITY IN SCOPE OF BENEFITS 
The study sponsor asked the IOM how best to reconcile a federal standard for benefits 


coverage under the EHB package with state and regional variations in practices and benefits 
coverage patterns (Glied, 2011). The statute guides EHB definition to include at least 10 broad 
benefit categories of care and be equal in scope to the benefits provided under a typical employer 
plan. The committee considered how much variance could be permissible across the country with 
regard to the defining and implementation of EHB—and consequently how specific secretarial 
guidance should be to states and insurers.  


Specificity of Inclusions in Existing Documents 
Several reports have sought to identify covered benefit inclusions to describe the scope of a 


typical employer plan, each one variously reporting by the portion of workers covered, the 
portion of employers providing coverage, or whether the benefits are standard or not. National 
data remain limited in specificity regardless of source. 


Insurance policies vary in the degree of specificity with which they describe covered 
benefits; some health plan documents are very general while others are more highly detailed. The 
DOL, for its legislatively required “survey” of employer-sponsored coverage, examined 3,200 
plan documents and found it difficult to describe with much precision the benefits of typical 
employer plans. Attempts were made to abstract 19 types of services or items from plans—
finding, depending on the service, that from 9 to 73 percent of plans do not mention whether the 
service is included; for example, 9 percent of plans do not specifically list coverage of 
emergency room visits, while 73 percent of plans do not specifically list coverage of kidney 
dialysis or diabetes care management (DOL, 2011). Thus, the usefulness of plan documents, as 
the DOL and the IOM committee in similar exercises found, is limited in informing about 
whether a benefit is covered as a typical benefit (Appendix C, Table D-1, column 2). It is 
unusual for every possible service to be explicitly listed as included; Oregon’s prioritized list for 
Medicaid, including each of the 679 condition-treatment pairs that are covered, was the most 
specific list encountered (Oregon Health Services Commission, 2011).  


 
Conclusion: As a result of the finding of lack of specificity, the committee believes that if a 
requested medical service can reasonably be construed to fall within one of the 10 covered 
benefit categories12 and is not expressly excluded, it should be considered eligible for coverage 
as long as it is judged medically necessary for a particular patient.  


 
 
                                                 


12 This conclusion references the 10 categories because that is identified by the law; the conclusion could be extended to benefit categories 
once identified by the Secretary as part of the EHB. 
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For example, radiation therapy for cancer treatment might not be listed explicitly as a covered 
service but could reasonably be considered to fall within the general category of ambulatory 
patient services and, therefore, covered if judged medically necessary. The medical necessity of a 
particular treatment would be based on the specific type and state of the patient’s cancer, as well 
as previous treatments applied to the individual’s diagnosis. However, greater specificity in 
listing which classes of services are covered within in plan documents (e.g., listing of radiation 
therapy) would provide greater clarity and consistency across plan documents.  


Balancing Flexibility and Specificity in Guidance 
The committee considered whether using the 10 broad categories of care in Section 1302 


would be sufficient for secretarial guidance for the inclusion content of the EHB or if that alone 
would result in too much state-by-state variation in what is considered essential. If more 
specificity in a list of benefits is desired, then how detailed should it be? With increasing 
specificity, comes greater uniformity in the EHB, and with this the advantages of 
standardization: clarification of price differences among plan options, for greater consumer 
confidence in picking plans with lower costs; minimization of adverse selection; ease in risk 
adjustment; and help in ensuring the adequacy of the lowest-cost plan (Bergthold, 1993). It might 
also be implied from HHS’ request to DOL to examine specific services that HHS expects to 
have to include some additional specificity beyond the 10 required categories.  


If specificity has these advantages, what degree of regional or local variation in EHB 
definition should be allowable? In testimony to the committee, the director of the California 
Department of Managed Health Care cautioned, based on experience with state requirements for 
managed care, that very broad categories in the authorizing Knox-Keene Act left too much 
undetermined and thus resulted in many state mandates to clarify intent (DMHC, 2011). 
Conversely, the National Governors Association, among other proponents of secretarial guidance 
promoting a high degree of flexibility, felt that generality would better enable market 
competition and innovation (Salo, 2011). 


The committee examined the legislative guidance for a number of programs and the plan 
documentation that resulted in those programs (e.g., the Federal Employee Health Benefit 
Program [FEHBP], the Massachusetts and Utah exchanges, managed health care in California, 
the Maryland plan for the small group market). The committee finds that the legislative guidance 
for these programs at least outlines broad general categories of care as does ACA but may go 
beyond general categories to list more discrete services (e.g., coverage for transplants in 
Maryland’s requirements for its small business Comprehensive Standard Health Benefit Plan) 
(Appendix D). Regardless of statutory descriptions, resulting plans, as reflected in evidence of 
coverage documents that consumers receive, generally go on to specify services in greater detail. 
However, plans even under the same legislative authority can vary in their degree of specificity 
within the same state. Moreover, in each of these programs (whether a state-specific program or 
the FEHBP), there is one entity providing oversight, while the EHB package will be 
administered across the 50 states by many different bodies. Individual states are opting for 
differing structures (i.e., quasi-governmental structure, nonprofit corporation, state government 
operated) and modes of contracting; some states will be active purchasers and will selectively 
decide which plans may participate in the exchange, while others will take a clearinghouse 
approach, accepting all comers (KFF, 2011). This multijurisdictional approach increases the 
likelihood that use of broad categories by the Secretary would result in variation even within 
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local markets, compromising consumer protections unless there was increased specification 
beyond the 10 categories of care in ACA.  


 
Conclusion: To ensure better national comparability, the committee concluded that initial 
secretarial guidance should include as much specificity as can be developed from current best 
practices in plan documentation. More specificity is needed than the 10 categories outlined in 
ACA due to the disseminated implementation of the EHB program across multiple 
jurisdictions, each with its own individual state-based oversight bodies. 


 


TYPICAL EMPLOYER: SMALL VERSUS. LARGE 
Several questions arise with respect to typical employer. First, how should typical employer 


be defined? Sherry Glied, Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, indicated that she 
would welcome the committee’s advice on the meaning of typical (Glied, 2011). As noted above, 
there were different perspectives on whether the benefit plan should reflect that of the small- or 
large-sized employer. Consequently, the committee wanted to review the landscape of employer 
sponsorship of insurance and examine different attributes of plans offered by small and large 
employers:  


 
• What is a typical employer in general and in the context of ACA? 
• What are the typical cost of premiums, amount of employee cost-sharing, and trends 


in plan type by employers of different sizes?  
• What benefit differences are there for employers of different sizes?  


What Is a Typical Employer? 
Several approaches can be taken to defining typical employer, as they may lead to different 


results in terms of benefit coverage and design. If one defines it based on number of firms or 
employers, then typical looks more like small employers (98 percent of all employer firms in the 
United States are classified as small) (U.S. Census Bureau, 2008),13 and if it is defined based on 
the number of covered employees, typical looks more like the large employer (65 percent of all 
employees in the country) (U.S. Census Bureau). Beyond this simple distinction are more 
nuanced differences in the degree to which employers offer health insurance coverage, whether 
the EHB package will apply to the plans offered by firms of different sizes, and the degree of 
uninsurance among their employees, all of which can be important to defining typical in the 
context of health insurance expansion under ACA.  


 In 2011, just 60 percent of employers nationwide offered health insurance, including 99 
percent of large firms (with 200 or more employees) and 59 percent of small firms (with 3 to 199 
employees). Smaller firms, particularly those with less than 10 workers (48 percent offered in 
2011) and those with 10-24 workers (71 percent), are less likely to offer health insurance 
coverage (KFF and HRET, 2011) (see Table 4-1). Thus, the workers of these smaller firms are a 
target of health reform coverage. 


                                                 


13 Note: the number of non-employer firms (21,351,320) is much greater than employer firms (5,930,132). KFF and HRET (2010) reported 
that 91.2 percent of employers in 2007 were small employers. 
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TABLE 4-1 Percentage of Firms Offering Health Benefits, by Firm Size, 1999-2011   
Firm Size 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
3-9 Workers 55 57 58 58 55 52 47 49 45 50 47 59a 48a 
10-24 Workers 74 80 77 70a 76a 74 72 73 76 78 72 76 71 
25-49 Workers 88 91 90 87 84 87 87 87 83 90a 87 92 85a 
50-199 Workers 97 97 96 95 95 92 93 92 94 94 95 95 93 
All small firms  
(3-199 Workers) 65 68 67 65 65 62 59 60 59 62 59 68a 59a 
All large firms  
(200 or More 
Workers) 99 99 99 98a 97 98 97 98 99 99 98 99 99 
All firms 66 68 68 66 66 63 60 61 59 63 59 69 a 60 a 
NOTE: These results are from the Kaiser-HRET Survey of Employer-Sponsored Health Benefits, 1999-2011. Results 
based on sample of both firms that completed the entire survey and those that answered just one question regarding 
whether they offered health insurance. 
a Estimate is statistically significant from estimate for the previous year shown (p < .05). 
 SOURCE: KFF and HRET, 2011. 


 
 
Employers might obtain insurance through insurance brokers, directly from insurers, or 


decide to self-insure; understanding the extent of self-insurance in small and large firms is of 
interest because self-insured plans are not required to incorporate the EHB. Self-insured means 
that the employer acts as its own insurer and accepts the associated risk; “fully insured” 
arrangements means the employer and employee pay a per capita premium to an insurance 
company that accepts the risk. In 2010, 16 percent of workers in smaller firms (3-199 
employees) were in self-insured arrangements; there is also a type of insurance that is a blend of 
insurance and self-insurance, in which some small employers choose insurance plans that have 
very high deductibles, such as $5000, and the employer might self-fund the deductible amount. 
In contrast to the significantly lower percentage of small firms that are currently self-insured, 58 
percent of firms with 200-999 workers are self-insured, 80 percent of firms with 1,000-4,900 
workers, and 93 percent of firms with more than 5,000 workers (KFF and HRET, 2010). Thus, 
workers in smaller firms are more likely to obtain health insurance that would include the EHB 
package, whether they access it through the exchange or not. The insurance landscape, however, 
is in flux, with more small employers considering whether to self-insure to avoid requirements to 
provide an EHB package if it is more expansive than they desire or alternately, provide 
employees with a fixed dollar contribution to have them purchase plans as individuals (Eibner et 
al., 2011).  


Uninsured workers are a prime target for insurance expansion; substantial numbers of 
workers are uninsured and need affordable insurance. Among the 29.3 million uninsured workers 
in 2009, 48 percent worked in firms with fewer than 100 employees and an additional 13 percent 
were self-employed (KFF and HRET, 2009).14 Others emphasize that the portion of uninsured or 
“underinsured” in small firms of fewer than 50 workers is twice that in larger firms—that is, 
more than half of those at small firms versus about a quarter of those in large firms (Collins et 
al., 2010). The rates of firms offering insurance  are low for worker populations at or below the 
25th percentile in hourly wages (Blumberg and McMorrow, 2009). Although often employed by 
                                                 


14 About one-third of the uninsured are in firms with fewer than 100 workers (U.S. Census Bureau, 2009).. 
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large firms, these uninsured low-income workers would need an affordable benefit package, and 
their needs are likely more similar to employees in small firms.  


What Are Typical Premium, Deductibles, and Plan Types? 
The main reasons given for smaller firms not offering insurance are primarily economic: the 


employer cannot afford it, the employee share would be too high, employees prefer the monetary 
benefit in terms of wages, and the benefit is not needed to retain employees (Holve et al., 2003; 
KFF and HRET, 2007). Because employers are making purchasing decisions on behalf of their 
employees and health benefits offered by employers represent a tradeoff between benefits and 
wages for employees, employees too have an interest in the level of expenditures. Increases in 
health insurance premiums, in general, have been implicated in decreased coverage rates 
(Chernew et al., 2005). The committee explored whether there were differences in premiums, 
deductibles, and plan types between small and large employers 


Premiums 


It is useful to understand similarities and differences in the premiums paid by employers and 
workers in small and large firms, particularly if premium equivalence is used in defining a scope 
of benefits due to lack of definitiveness in plan documents. Unadjusted premium data show little 
difference by employer size; however, an often-cited article indicates that in 2002, small 
employers paid 18 percent more, on average, for the same benefits as those offered by the largest 
firms (Gabel et al., 2006; Miller, 2011). The amount was 25 percent higher for indemnity plans 
and 18 percent higher for preferred provider organization (PPO) arrangements. Assuming similar 
health status and demographics between the small and large employers studied, higher premiums 
for smaller firms versus larger ones could be attributed to higher insurance broker commissions, 
a smaller population base over which to spread administrative costs, insurer profit/risk charges, 
and weaker market power of individual and small group purchasing on their own (Executive 
Office of the President Council of Economic Advisors, 2009; Gabel et al., 2006). More up-to-
date adjusted figures were not available to the committee, but the ACA medical loss ratio (MLR) 
provisions should help address this. The medical loss ratio informs consumers and regulators 
about the percentage of the premium being spent on fees, administration, and profits.15  


A consistent relationship of firm size to premium price is not apparent across single and 
family coverage. MEP-IC (MEPS-insurance component) data define a small firm as one with 50 
employee full-time equivalents (FTEs). Data on 2009 private sector premiums do not show much 
difference in premiums for individual policies ($4,652 for small firms under 50 versus $4,674 for 
larger firms), and for a family of four, larger firms pay more ($12,041 for small firms, and 
$13,210 for large). Premiums for “plus 1” policies show a higher premium for small firms over 
large ($9,124 versus $9,042) (Branscome and Davis, 2011; Davis and Branscome, 2011). Older 
MEPS data for 2006 show that private sector small firms paid 4.5 percent more than larger firms 
for single coverage policies, but 3.0 percent less for family policies (Branscome, 2008).16  
                                                 


15 Small group must meet a loss ratio of at least 80 percent and large group must meet a loss ratio of at least 85 percent, or rebates must be 
paid (§ 1011). These requirements, effective on January 1, 2011, are designed to make sure that 85 cents on the dollar is spent on claims costs, 
while the remaining fifteen cents are allocated to administrative expenses in the large group market. In the small group and individual markets, 
eighty cents on the dollar are spent on claims cost, while the remaining twenty cents are allocated to administrative expenses. If a carrier fails to 
meet this benchmark, a portion of the premium must be refunded to subscribers.” (McGraw Wentworth, 2011, p. 1).  


16 For premium per enrolled employee, $4,260 for small firms (less than 50 employees) and $4,077 for large. For employee plus one, $8,105 
and $7,969 respectively, and for family coverage, $11,095 and $11,438, respectively. 
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Employers have to determine what portion of the premium the employer and the employee 
will contribute. Some employers do not require employees to contribute (AHRQ, 2009a). On 
average, employee contributions in the private sector are 20.4 percent of individual policy 
premiums and 26.7 percent for family policies, with 2009 MEPS-IC data showing that 
employees of small firms contributed a lower percentage than those of larger firms for individual 
policies, but the reverse relationship for family policies (Branscome and Davis, 2011; Davis and 
Branscome, 2011). Though employer contributions have an apparent impact on the premium cost 
seen by an individual employee, in fact, the entire cost of health insurance premiums—like all 
other employee benefits—are ultimately taken from employee wages. Thus, both employers and 
employees have a strong interest in ensuring restrained premium growth. 


Deductibles 


Differentials in deductible levels suggest that benefits purchased by employees of small firms 
already require greater out-of-pocket payment for deductibles, raising the question of how much 
more emphasis could be placed on the benefit design factor of deductibles versus other 
approaches to balance the breadth of EHB coverage with an affordable premium. For example, 
the 2009 total average deductible for an employee-only policy in a larger firm is $822 compared 
with $1,283 for firms of fewer than 50 employees, and for families the difference is $1,610 
versus $2,652, respectively (AHRQ, 2009b, 2009c). Workers in small firms have seen 
deductibles increase much faster than workers in large firms. The average deductible for 
employee-only PPO coverage increased from $469 to $1,146 between 2005 and 2010 among 
workers in firms with 3-199 workers, while increasing from $254 to $460 among larger firms 
(KFF and HRET, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010). Little variation by firm size is now 
observed in the percentage of workers enrolled in a plan with a deductible, with an average for 
all plans of 73.8 percent (AHRQ, 2009a). This is in contrast to the practice in 2002 when larger 
firms were less likely to have a deductible.  


Plan Types 
The majority of firms only offer one type of plan, with only 15 percent of small firms and 44 


percent of large ones offering more choice (KFF and HRET, 2010).17 Gabel’s study found that 
benefits were less comprehensive for small firms, regardless of their enrollment in indemnity or 
PPO plans (2006) (Gabel et al., 2006).  


Different plan types have more or less stringent medical management to administer benefits, 
and regardless of firm size there has been tendency over time for an increasing degree of medical 
management as shown by data about plan types. At opposite ends of the spectrum are the 
traditional fee-for-service indemnity plan, with no managed care elements, and the staff model 
HMO, with the most. Between these two extremes lie PPOs, HMOs that permit greater choice of 
physicians, and point-of-service (POS) plans that combine elements of the HMO and PPO in an 
attempt to balance freedom of choice for the employee and financial control for the employer 
(Fronstin, 1998). Indemnity plans have virtually disappeared, while there is growth in PPO 
arrangements and different forms of managed care. Consumer-driven health plans or high-
deductible health plans with a savings account option (HDHP/SO) have been introduced to 
                                                 


17 Note: this survey defines small as 3-199 workers and large as 200 or more. 
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better engage individuals in their own health care choices. These plans are typically offered 
through a PPO, but enrollment data are often shown separately because of the distinct nature of 
the cost-sharing arrangement. 


DOL data only report on percentage use of fee-for-service (FFS) and HMO arrangements, 
and their recent data do not show a difference by firm size (BLS, 2011), but this may be 
attributed in part to the fact that DOL FFS data include both PPO and POS data. KFF and HRET 
(2010) data suggest a gradient of less participation in PPO FFS arrangements from larger firms 
to small but increasing participation in POS plans (a type of managed care arrangement); there is 
a less clear pattern for choice of a high-deductible health plan.  


What Benefits Are Offered by the Typical Employer? 
Attempts to distinguish differences in benefits by employer size met data limitations beyond 


that experienced by DOL’s survey of plan documents, but what data are available show little 
difference in the scope of benefits by firm size instead benefit design factors play a larger role. 
The DOL Bureau of Labor Statistic’s National Compensation Survey, collected from a sample of 
3,900 employers, was able to yield data on coverage of 10 different services by employer size—
outpatient and inpatient surgery, physician office visits, hospital room and board, chiropractic, 
home health care, skilled nursing facility, hospice care, biofeedback, and homeopathy (BLS, 
2009); in most instances, the frequency with which the employer pool offers each of these 
benefits is very similar regardless of the size of employer (Appendix C, Table C-1 columns 3 and 
4). For example, outpatient surgery is offered by 97 and 98 percent of large and small employers, 
respectively, and hospice is offered by 66 and 69 percent, respectively. Other data from the 2009 
Mercer National Survey of Employer-Sponsored Health Plans are not reported by the most 
relevant firm size in the context of ACA (Mercer, 2009) but show that employers with fewer 
than 500 workers are less likely to cover some specific services such as alternative medicine 
therapies (e.g., acupuncture, chiropractic) and infertility services (Table C-1 columns 5 and 6).  


Because of the limitations of the DOL survey of plan documents in revealing the contents of 
employer plans to inform a typical profile of benefits, the committee obtained data from 3 major 
health insurers—CIGNA, UnitedHealthcare, and WellPoint—on the benefits that they offer in 
the small employer and individual markets. The profile of services covered by all of their 
standard plans, covered by some due to state mandates, or excluded is very similar for the small 
group market across these insurers (Appendixes C and F). The committee does not have a basis 
to assert that these plans are “typical” of all insurers, but finds that they are potentially 
informative to HHS for developing a preliminary list of services and actuarial estimates to 
consider when defining the EHB in accord with the steps in the committee’s recommendation 1 
(Chapter 5).  


Both WellPoint and UnitedHealthcare report that little of the variation in customizing 
coverage in either the large and small group market is due to differences in covered benefits as 
opposed to benefit design options. Employers and insurers told the committee that tighter 
provider networks and tighter medical management are a feature of products selected in the 
smaller firm market (Calega, 2011; Turpin, 2011). WellPoint conveyed that its small group 
market is very standardized, and even in the large group market, only 5 percent of customization 
requests relate to adding coverage and 2 percent to removing coverage (e.g., when an employer 
becomes self-insured and does not want to include a state mandate), with the remainder of 
customization requests pertaining to adjusting cost-sharing or limit setting (Appendix E). 
WellPoint reported in detail on the benefits covered by 99.7 percent of its small group products 
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through Anthem Blue Standard Coverage Plans (small group = 1 or 2 to 50 employees); only a 
very small percentage of plans (0.3 percent) excluded specific services such as allergy testing 
and injections, cardiac and pulmonary rehabilitation, and durable medical equipment (Appendix 
E).  


To further illustrate the influence of benefit design as opposed to differences in covered 
benefits, UnitedHealthcare offered a comparison of covered benefits in the large and small firm 
markets, using plans offered in Virginia—a low-mandate state—as an example (Figure 4-1). The 
single covered benefit difference is that the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program 
(FEHBP) has limited coverage of infertility services, while none of the small business products 
include infertility services. The resulting cost difference based on that service alone is a 1.6 
percent lower price in the small group market. However the major differential in pricing comes 
from benefit design choices, including the level of deductible, cost-sharing, and out-of-pocket 
maximums desired—a 12 to 35 percent lower price.  


Benefit profiles are also very similar between the small group and individual markets 
according to these three insurers; the primary differences, reported by CIGNA, UnitedHealthcare 
and WellPoint, have been: (1) maternity care has not been a feature of the individual plans unless 
purchased as a rider or mandated by the state, but ACA requires its inclusion, (2) coverage for 
mental health and substance abuse services in individual plans has varied more than the small 
group market plans, with its coverage criteria being more influenced by state mandates 
(Appendix C). 


 
FIGURE 4-1 Comparison of UnitedHealthcare (UHC) Federal Employee Health Benefit Program 
(FEHBP) plan offered in Virginia versus other UHC small business plans offered in the state.  
SOURCE: Sam Ho, UnitedHealthcare. 
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In summary, health insurance premiums are determined by a number of factors including the 
population covered by a plan, the expansiveness of coverage, the benefit design, and underlying 
medical and insurance prices depending on the competitiveness of the local market. Based on 
available data, small and large employers offering insurance, on average, are paying similar 
premiums, yet small employers would appear to have more limits on coverage. For example, 
employees of smaller firms are paying higher deductibles. Thus, benefit design considerations 
have been an important factor in what coverage is available to small-size firms and at what price. 
An advantage of exchange participation is that it will bring the purchasing power of larger 
groups to the marketplace and, ideally, offer more comprehensive coverage for what small 
employers are now paying, and through subsidies, allow additional persons to obtain coverage 
that they could not afford previously. Notably, when the state-based health insurance exchanges 
begin operations in 2014, the focus will be on serving individual purchasers and firms with fewer 
than 100 employees. Beginning in 2017, states can choose to allow those in the large group 
market (100+ employees) to purchase coverage in the exchanges.18  


 
Conclusion: Available data suggest the profile of covered benefits among large and small 
employers and the average premium paid is often not great; benefit design choices play a 
greater role. Given the ACA’s focus on providing access to health insurance for workers of 
small firms and individuals in the opening years of the health insurance exchanges, the 
committee concluded that the initial focus of the EHB definition be one that would be 
typical in the small employer market. Thus, when there is sufficient information to inform a 
choice between the scope of benefits between small and large employers (whether specified 
in service type, premium amount, or limits on services), the emphasis should be on the 
choice that would reflect the typical small employer market as long as that is consistent with 
meeting the statutory requirements (e.g., 10 categories).  


 


STATE MANDATES 
An extension of thinking about what is essential is consideration of the disposition of state 


mandates and how they fit within an EHB package. The term “state-mandated health benefits” 
(also referred to simply as “mandates,” “state mandates,” or “mandated benefit laws”) refers to 
state laws that require health insurance contracts to cover specific treatments or services or 
medically necessary care provided by a specific type of provider.19 Prior to the passage of ACA, 
states were the primary regulators of the content of health insurance policies. The committee was 
asked to consider what role, if any, existing state mandates should play in defining essential 
health benefits. ACA obligates each state to subsidize the benefits it mandates above and beyond 
EHB requirements. 


Applicability of State Mandates 
Although all states have some mandates in place, they differ dramatically with respect to the 


total number in each state. Estimates of the number of existing mandates vary significantly, in 
                                                 


18 § 1312(f)(2)(b). 
19 Some states also have laws requiring health insurers to offer coverage for certain types of benefits or providers. Those laws are omitted 


from this discussion. 
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part because they vary in terms of what they define as a “mandate” and also whether they count 
multiple laws requiring the same type of coverage in different market segments as distinct 
mandates. The Council for Affordable Health Insurance found an average of 42 mandates per 
state, with a high of 69 in Rhode Island and a low of 13 in Idaho (Bunce and Wieske, 2010). 
These numbers include, however, not only treatment and provider mandates, but also 
“population” mandates (requirements to cover specific populations such as newborns or 
grandchildren) and “offer” mandates (requirements simply to offer certain coverage for 
purchase). Other studies have found much lower numbers. For example, a 2007 study found an 
average of 18 mandates per state, with a high of 35 in California and a low of 2 in Idaho. These 
numbers do not include offer mandates, but do include population mandates (Monahan, 2007). 
Certain types of mandates are very common. For example in 2010, 50 states require coverage for 
mammograms, 47 states currently have mandates requiring coverage for diabetes-related 
supplies, 45 require coverage for treatment in an emergency room, and 36 require coverage for 
off-label drug use (Bunce and Wieske, 2010); some are less frequent, congenital defect (1 state), 
early intervention services (7), hospice care (12). With respect to provider mandates, 44 states 
require coverage for the services of chiropractors, 44 require coverage for the services of 
psychologists, and 41 require coverage for the services of optometrists, while 19 states mandate 
speech/hearing therapists, 12 acupuncturist, and 7 drug abuse counselor (Bunce and Wieske, 
2010).  


State mandates do not apply to every type of health insurance arrangement. Importantly, they 
do not apply to any employer-provided health plans that are self-insured by the employer. Given 
the high rates of self-insurance among larger employers, the result is that more than half (59 
percent) of the individuals with employer-provided coverage are covered by plans that are not 
subject to state regulation, including state mandates (KFF and HRET, 2010) and the proportion is 
higher among very large firms (MacDonald, 2009). Whether mandates apply to state Medicaid 
programs, or other state programs designed to provide coverage to low-income individuals, 
depends on the particular statute enacting the mandate. Legislatures may include such programs 
within a mandate, but often they do not (Hyman, 2000). Typically the greatest impact of 
mandates is on privately financed health insurance sold through the individual and small group 
markets within a state. Additionally, the FEHBP national fee-for-service plans do not have to 
incorporate state mandates, but can pick up state mandates as a negotiated benefit.  


Debate Over State Mandates 
State mandates have been a controversial element of health insurance regulation. Proponents 


of mandates argue that there are situations in which market intervention, in the form of 
mandates, is necessary to meet various health policy goals or to correct market failure. For 
example, mandates can be used to make coverage available that insurance companies would not 
voluntarily offer due to concerns about adverse selection. Additionally, mandates can be used to 
increase utilization of effective medical services thereby improving population health. Mandates 
can also be used to enforce principles of justice or fairness by requiring the risk of loss of certain 
medical conditions to be shared within an insured community. 


Critics of mandates tend to focus on two distinct issues. The first is the restraint that 
mandates place on the ability of two willing parties to contract freely. The objection based on 
freedom to contract is a normative argument based on the position that individuals should have 
the right to choose which risks they want to insure against and which they do not, and that it is 
unfair to require individuals to purchase coverage they do not value or desire.  
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The second primary critique of mandated benefit laws is that they increase the cost of health 
insurance and therefore lead to fewer individuals being able to afford insurance. Essentially, the 
argument is that it is unjust to increase the cost of coverage by requiring coverage for a broad 
range of services when it results in some individuals being unable to afford and purchase basic 
insurance coverage. There is, however, no consensus regarding the price impact of mandates or 
the effect that any price increase has on coverage rates. 


Finally, concerns have been expressed that mandates are not evidence-based and do not 
always reflect clinical best practices. Thirty-two states have some type of mandated benefit 
review procedure in place (CHBRP, 2009). However, very few of these laws actually require 
prospective, expert analysis of a mandate before it can be voted on by the legislature. Even in 
states with robust review procedures, there is little evidence that the review procedure leads to 
evidenced-based mandates that significantly improve health outcomes. One recent study of the 
mandate processes in Connecticut and California concluded that “without a specific structure in 
place to provide legislators with appropriate data (e.g., on costs, medical effectiveness) very little 
evidence is provided to legislators. And even when there is a structure in place to ensure such 
data are available, those data appear to have only a modest impact on bill passage”; as a result, 
“even where there is an independent, expert commission providing robust data on proposed 
regulation, bills with virtually no impact on either health insurance coverage or treatment 
utilization are passed” (Monahan, 2012). 


These concerns were echoed in comments the committee received, including numerous 
arguments that state mandates are not evidence-based, increase variability across states, and 
contribute to increasing insurance premiums (Bocchino, 2010; Darling, 2011; U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, 2010). Indeed, well-known examples among several mandates of questionable 
clinical value that have been passed prematurely include those requiring coverage for high-dose 
chemotherapy and autologous bone marrow transplant for breast cancer and for hormone 
replacement therapy (Jacobson, 2008). Others were concerned that “benefit mandate choices 
should be kept outside the purview of elected officials” (Jones, 2010) and that, after passage, 
state mandates may crowd out the introduction of alternative services, while remaining “static.” 
The consumer advocate group Health Access said that although it supports some (such as mental 
health parity and coverage of prenatal care in the individual market), it does not regularly 
endorse benefit mandates because they are often related to specific drugs, devices, or tests and do 
not tend to evolve as treatments change (Wright, 2011). 


Options Considered by the Committee 


The committee was asked to consider what role, if any, existing state mandates should play 
in defining essential health benefits. The committee considered several different options, 
discussed below. 


 
1. Incorporate all existing state mandates into the definition of “essential health 


benefits” that apply to a particular state. 
 
One option considered by the committee was to recommend that in defining essential health 


benefits the Secretary should incorporate all state mandates that were in effect on March 23, 
2010, in a particular state. The advantage of this approach is that it would preserve the coverage 
requirements that a state had in place prior to the passage of the ACA, without requiring the state 
to bear any increased cost that might otherwise result from mandating a benefit not included in 
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the definition of essential health benefits. However, doing so may be seen as being contrary to 
ACA’s statutory language, which clearly contemplates requiring states to pay the increased 
premium cost that results from state mandates that exceed essential health benefit requirements. 
It would also result in drastically unequal definitions of essential health benefits among the states 
and would essentially require the federal government to subsidize state policy choices. 


 
2.  Incorporate mandates that exist in a majority or supermajority of states into the 


definition of essential health benefits that applies in all states. 
 
Another option considered by the committee was to recommend that in defining essential 


health benefits, the Secretary include coverage for any treatments or services that are required to 
be covered by either a majority or a supermajority of the states. Doing so would allow for a 
uniform definition of essential health benefits, but would also subject minority states to the 
legislative actions of the majority states, and would likely drive up the cost of coverage in states 
without many existing mandates. As above, the federal government would be forced to subsidize 
state policy decisions, although under this option only those decisions made by a majority of 
states. In addition, because very few states have legislative decision-making processes that 
reliably incorporate evidence, the committee was concerned that incorporating even 
supermajority mandates would undercut the overall approach to EHB advocated by the 
committee, and as set forth in this report, by potentially including mandates that could not be 
justified under the committee’s framework. 


 
3. Do not explicitly incorporate existing state mandates into the essential health benefits 


framework, but rather subject coverage for all types of treatments and services to the 
same framework, principles, criteria, and methods used to determine essential health 
benefits generally. 


 
Finally, the committee considered giving no special preference to existing state mandates, but 


rather requiring the potential coverage of any treatment or service to be governed by the same 
criteria, with none receiving special consideration by virtue of its status as a state mandate. This 
option would result in states’ being required to pay the increased costs associated with any 
mandates that exceed the EHB requirements. While disadvantageous to states, the result is 
clearly contemplated by the statutory language of ACA. This approach also has the significant 
advantage of allowing for consistency in all EHB coverage decisions and in providing federal 
uniformity. Given the lack of evidence that existing state mandates result from a sound evidence-
based process, the committee concluded that this third option was the most desirable alternative.  


 
Conclusion: Because state mandates are not typically subjected to a rigorous evidence-based 
review or cost analysis, cornerstones of the committee’s criteria, the committee does not believe 
that state-mandated benefits should receive any special treatment in the definition of the EHB 
and should be subject to the same evaluative method (see Recommendation 1 in Chapter 5). 
This interpretation is consistent with the language in ACA regarding state mandates; that is, 
Congress did not require their inclusion. 
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MEDICAL VERSUS NONMEDICAL 
ASPE asked the committee to consider the corollary question of what distinguishes a medical 


service from a nonmedical service and how that distinction might apply in the context of 
defining what is essential. The propensity has been not to define what a medical service is 
specifically, but to say what is not for covered because it is not medical (e.g., custodial care is 
not considered a medical service), is provided by a non-health care provider, or requires an 
assessment of whether a service is medically necessary. The committee explored various ways of 
defining: (1) by provider, (2) by specific services, and (3) by medical necessity determination.  


Defining medical services as those delivered only by physicians, nurses, and physician 
assistants is more restrictive than most employer policies. A broader range of health services 
provided by other types of health professionals (e.g., physical therapy, speech therapy, 
occupational therapy) is often included in employer policies. Some plans both in the United 
States and elsewhere limit the providers they include as covered—for example, requiring a 
supplementary policy be purchased to have access to physical therapy services rather than as part 
of a basic policy (British Columbia Ministry of Health, 2011). The inclusion of rehabilitation and 
habilitation in the l0 required categories suggests that such health professionals would provide 
“medical” services relevant to the EHB (Ford, 2011; Thomas, 2011). Acupuncturists and 
naturopaths are frequently excluded provider categories in standard insurance policies, on the 
basis that their practice falls into a “nonmedical” category, except in states where there is state-
mandated coverage inclusion. The ACA prohibits insurers from discriminating on the basis of 
type of provider as long as the provider is operating within its scope of practice; however, this is 
a separate issue from defining specific types of services as being part of the EHB package.20   


Insurers make distinctions about whether services or specific items are nonmedical and 
whether that alone is a sufficient reason for exclusion. For example, while interventions such as 
the teaching of Braille and American Sign Language can improve functioning and productivity 
in persons who are blind or hearing impaired, these have been classified as primarily educational 
and not part of health care delivery. Similarly, exercise-related services and items (e.g., 
exercycles, gym memberships, personal trainers) are beneficial to health, but insurers reach 
different conclusions about whether to support such services (e.g., certain Medicare Advantage 
plans support gym memberships, while Kaiser Permanente does not) (Empire Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, 2011). However, some educational services such as diabetes or asthma self-management 
training are covered services by insurers because they are directly related to a medical condition 
and improve clinical outcomes, plus they are time limited. The introduction of habilitation as a 
category for the EHB raises questions about where to draw the line between habilitation and 
social/educational services that is not easily resolvable.  


Other presenters and online questionnaire respondents advocated for inclusion of the full 
spectrum of Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) Program services, 
such as the Medicaid optional service of primary care case management, (Booth, 2011; 
Courselle, 2011; Jezek, 2010; KFF and HRET, 2005; Maves, 2010) or, given the large turnover 
factor from Medicaid to the exchanges, other types of support services offered in federally 
qualified health centers to ensure patient access to care (some of these services are included by 
insurers as part of medical management, but others such as transportation may not be). For tax 
purposes, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) takes a broad view of expenditures that could be 


                                                 


20 § 1201, amending Public Health Service Act § 2706. 
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included as medical expenses (Harmon, 2011; Pratt, 2004),21 but this seems less applicable to the 
context of defining the EHB given that the IRS definition goes well beyond the kinds of 
expenses that are typically covered by any type of private health insurance plan. 


As one of its criteria for the EHB, the committee concludes that inclusions in the EHB be 
based on being a medical service, not serving primarily a social or educational function. Because 
the boundaries of what is medical and nonmedical are not always distinct, the committee 
acknowledges that the decision of what is medical and nonmedical will for the time being need 
to rest at the health plan level with oversight by state regulators and HHS to document what 
services are offered or excluded, particularly in the area of habilitation. Many insurers are 
engaging in innovative programs to improve care practices and the appropriateness of services 
for individuals, and these might include some components that might be considered nonmedical 
yet they better help patients achieve medical goals, often in a less costly way. Thus, they may 
serve other committee criteria to be cost effective and to support innovation. In Chapter 5, the 
committee reviews components of medical necessity definitions.  


 
Conclusion: As one of its criteria for the EHB, the committee concludes that included benefits 
should be a medical service or item, not serving primarily a social or educational function. This 
conclusion does not preclude coverage of some educational or support services with that and the 
other committee criteria in mind (e.g., supported by a sufficient evidence-base of effectiveness 
and promoting a health gain to justify the cost). However, like other services and items to be 
included as an EHB, such service must meet the test of Recommendation 1 (see Chapter 5).  


 
The next chapter outlines a process for defining the initial set of essential health benefits that 


builds on the conclusions reached in this chapter.  
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5 
 


Defining the EHB  
 


 
 
The Secretary is charged to define the essential health benefits (EHB) and asked the 


Institute of Medicine (IOM) for advice on a process for this task. The committee outlines 
steps and criteria to achieve the initial set of essential health benefits: first, building from the 
statutory requirements of a typical employer plan (with the committee recommending that 
small employer be used to define typical) and 10 categories of care; next, applying the 
committee’s recommended criteria to assess the package as a whole and for individual 
components (Summary Figure S-1); and then, adjusting the content so that it could be 
accommodated under the expected national average premium for a silver plan for a small 
employer in 2014. The final adjustments should be informed by a public deliberative process 
that advises on preferences in tradeoffs. The committee’s advice for the Secretary’s guidance 
to insurers and the exchanges on the content of the EHB is to give the greatest degree of 
specificity that current national data and best practices in subscriber contracts allow. 
Additionally, the committee offers suggestions for secretarial guidance with respect to the 
required elements for consideration and medical necessity.  
 


 
Before insurance products that are required to incorporate the essential health benefits (EHB) 


can be developed, the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) must 
define which benefits constitute the EHB package. The Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (ACA) directs that the scope of this package should reflect benefits offered in typical 
employer plans and the 10 broad categories of care listed in Section 1302. In the previous 
chapter, the committee reached several conclusions related to the legislative language:  


 
• The scope of a typical employer plan should be based on what is typically offered by 


small employers.  
• Because the specificity of national data on covered benefits in the small employer 


market is limited, scope should also be interpreted to mean equal financial value to a 
typical small employer premium. 


• Every service or item that might be classified within the 10 categories or the typical 
employer plan is not essential. 


• To ensure a more consistent national benefit package, initial secretarial guidance 
should include as much specificity as can be developed from current best practices in 
plan documentation because the EHB will be implemented in policies and programs 
across multiple jurisdictions each with its own state-based oversight body. 
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These conclusions and the committee’s previously listed criteria frame the process, outlined 
in this chapter, by which this Institute of Medicine (IOM) committee recommends that the 
Secretary define the EHB. The process starts with the content and structure of the typical small 
employer plan and then broadens the coverage to incorporate ACA-required categories that are 
not usually found in those packages (Box 5-1). Since the package must be affordable to 
individual purchasers, employees of small firms, and public funders, the committee recommends 
balancing the comprehensiveness of the package offered against its potential cost and explores 
several options for incorporating costs into the EHB definition before recommending a specific 
approach. Additionally, the committee comments on the issue of secretarial guidance regarding 
the specificity of the EHB package, “required elements for consideration” as stipulated by 
Section 1302 (b) (4)(A) through (E), and the definition of medical necessity.  


 
 


 
BOX 5-1 


 Recommended Process for Defining an EHB Package 
 


1. Develop the Starting Point for the EHB 
a. Start with a typical small employer plan based on available knowledge 
b. Develop preliminary service list (with inclusions and exclusions) to fulfill 10 categories 
c. Apply the committee-developed criteria and adjust the preliminary list as necessary 


2. Incorporate Cost into the Development of the Initial EHB 
a. Assess the cost of the package developed in the first step 
b. Develop a target budget for the EHB (e.g., national premium target based on typical 


small employer plan) 
3. Reconcile Preliminary List to the Premium Target  


a. Publicly identify actuarial expenditures for components for possible tradeoffs 
b. Receive guidance on priorities from public deliberation processes and other public 


participatory processes 
c. Review final list by reapplying IOM committee criteria to evaluate the aggregate 


package 
4. Issue Guidance on Inclusions and Permissible Exclusions 
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STEP 1: DEVELOP THE STARTING POINT  


Typical Small Employer Policy 
 The ACA calls for the scope of benefits to reflect those typical of employers today; the 


committee recommends that the small employer market define what is typical at the outset. The 
level of specificity in benefit definition varies across insurance plan documents, often making it 
difficult to assess if a benefit is covered or simply not listed in a plan document. Given the 
paucity of data to determine typical benefits, the Secretary will likely have to be guided by the 
contents of plans which are able to provide more detailed coverage information. To make 
concrete the level of coverage that characterizes current contracts covering millions of 
employees working for small firms, the committee collected information provided from three 
major insurers to illustrate which covered benefit inclusions are national in scope and which are 
covered only in some states due to market conditions and state mandates (Appendix C). The 
committee was not able to assess whether these are “typical” of the entire small group market, 
but this plan coverage detail provides a starting point for developing a list of EHB content that 
can be refined by both additions and deletions during the following steps.  


Meeting the 10-Category Requirement 
The committee noted that the typical employer plan in either the small or large group market 


does not include all of the 10 categories of care specified in the ACA; therefore, the Secretary 
must next identify the gaps. In its review, the committee found that some areas—habilitation, 
mental health and substance use disorder services, some wellness services and chronic disease 
management, and pediatric oral and vision care—appear less likely to be covered in standard 
commercial subscriber contracts. Pediatric oral and vision care have been available as policy 
riders and the contents of those policies can be examined. Habilitation and much of mental 
health, substance abuse, and behavioral services have largely been left to the public sector. The 
committee is guided by the unambiguous direction of Section 1302 to start with a commercial 
health insurance benefit; however, it suggests that the Secretary compare, in particular, how 
Medicaid plan benefits for habilitation and mental health and substance abuse services compare 
with commercial plans that currently include such services. For example, Maryland has 
requirements to cover habilitation services in children under age 19 in its small business 
standards for health insurance (Maryland Insurance Administration, 2009). On the basis of this 
review, the Secretary would add selected services to the preliminary list to fulfill the 10-category 
requirement.  


Consistency between the exchange-defined benefits and traditional Medicaid program 
benefits would reduce the benefit gaps experienced by the large number of people who move 
between the two types of insurance (Sommers and Rosenbaum, 2011). The testimony received 
by the committee was mixed as to whether such consistency should occur by making exchange 
benefits look like Medicaid or by changing Medicaid to look like the new exchange policies. The 
EHB requirement only applies to the Medicaid expansion benchmark and benchmark equivalent 
programs, which are designed to more closely resemble private sector plans, not traditional 
Medicaid.  


The committee did not recommend expanding beyond the 10 categories required by the ACA 
because these were seen as sufficiently broad and that adding categories beyond these 10, 
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although not precluded, might prove difficult under the committee process that requires 
consideration of the overall cost of the package.  


Applying Committee Criteria 
The committee expects that at this point in the process the Secretary will have a long and 


varied list of potential categories and specific services for inclusion. The description will in all 
likelihood be a mix of services, conditions, and treatments that range in the level of specificity. 
This heterogeneity reflects current practice, but the committee recommends that the definitions 
of covered services become more specific over time, as HHS monitors implementation (Chapter 
7) and updates the EHB (Chapter 9).  


 The committee recommends a set of criteria for evaluating both the specific elements for 
inclusion and the overall package, as well as criteria to guide the process by which the package is 
defined (See Figure S-2 in Summary). Specifically, in considering whether particular categories 
or services are included, the committee recommends evaluating each to determine whether it is 
safe, effective, likely to enhance patient outcomes when compared with available alternatives, 
and cost-effective to justify the health gain. Included elements should perform acceptably on all 
of these criteria. The committee also recommends evaluating the overall set of benefits to 
determine whether the package is affordable, likely to maximize the number of people with 
insurance, able to protect the most vulnerable, likely to encourage best practices, consistent with 
the principle of advancing stewardship of finite resources, addressing the medical concerns of 
greatest importance for the eligible populations, and likely to protect people against the greatest 
financial risks.  


To accomplish the initial evaluation in the time frame required for implementation, the 
committee recognizes that a formal value-based analysis cannot be conducted for each possible 
service in each benefit category. However, resources are available that can help the Secretary in 
assessing the relative merits of potential categories or services. Some of these have been used by 
states in building benefit structures for existing public insurance programs, by insurance 
companies in developing clinical policies, and in the research literature. For example in Chapter 
2, the committee reviews how the State of Washington applies graded evidence to its decisions 
on service inclusions for insurance benefits in its public programs (e.g., insurance coverage for 
state employees). Value-based insurance design and the Oregon prioritized list, as now being 
adapted for the commercial sector, provide other examples of how the relative values of different 
services have been evaluated (CMS, 2010; Oregon Health Services Commission, 2011; Saha et 
al., 2010). Using existing assessments, where available, will facilitate the evaluation of 
categories and services for initial prioritization for inclusion in or exclusion from the EHB based 
on available evidence. 


STEP 2: INCORPORATE COST INTO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
INITIAL EHB 


Early in its deliberations, the committee concluded that the costs associated with offering the 
EHB would materially affect the likelihood that the ACA would achieve its goal of significantly 
reducing the number of people without health insurance. The committee, therefore, incorporated 
into its recommended process, consideration of overall costs to frame choices about what would 
ultimately be included in the EHB package. This section examines the committee’s rationale for 
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including cost as a criterion and the various approaches considered before arriving at its 
recommended approach.  


Rationale for Incorporating Costs into the Definition of Essential Health 
Benefits 


The committee had a series of robust conversations about whether to incorporate cost 
considerations into the definition of essential health benefits and ultimately decided that costs 
were a critical component of the definition for five reasons. 


First, and most importantly, cost provides a useful mechanism to help frame tradeoffs 
between competing options for inclusion in a benefit package. In fact, the law makes clear that 
the essential health benefits should reflect the scope of a typical employer plan, and typical 
employers commonly use premiums as a key element in deciding on the benefit package they 
will offer employees. For employers, establishing a budget creates one way to explicitly consider 
benefit package tradeoffs when resources are limited.  


Second, in examining the legislative history of the ACA and in testimony received from 
congressional staff involved in the development of the law, it is clear that improving access to 
care by expanding the number of people with health insurance was the primary goal of the 
legislation. Because one important determinant of the number of people who have health 
insurance is the cost of obtaining coverage (Abraham and Feldman, 2010), the price of the 
essential health benefits package will influence the ability to achieve the law’s goal. 


Third, the committee observed that the cost estimates developed by the Congressional 
Budget Office (CBO) for the ACA were a key element in its ultimate passage. Those cost 
projections incorporated an estimate of the average premium price of health insurance to be 
purchased on the exchanges, which in turn affected the total cost of the subsidy and the cost of 
the federal portion of Medicaid.  


Fourth, the committee reflected on the current concern around the deficit and the impact of 
existing open-ended entitlements, such as Medicare, on the manageability of the federal budget. 
From a pragmatic viewpoint, requiring a benefit package that was more expensive than typical 
packages was not regarded by the committee as consistent with today’s fiscal realities.  


Fifth, the committee recommends three cost-related criteria—affordability of insurance, 
stewardship of resources and maximizing access to care—for the Secretary to use to assess the 
overall EHB package. The idea of having an explicit budget has been recognized as both an 
ethical and practical precondition for expanding access to care in medicine (Levine et al., 2007).  
For these reasons, the committee concluded that the Secretary must use cost to provide guidance 
in developing the essential health benefits package.  


Sources and Approaches to Setting the Initial Cost Target 
The committee examined different sources and approaches that the Secretary might use in 


setting the initial cost target, including (1) CBO’s estimate of premium prices that was used in 
evaluating the overall cost of the legislation; (2) an analysis done by the RAND Corporation for 
the Department of Labor (DOL) that evaluated the effect of design choices in the exchanges on 
premiums in the individual and small group markets; and (3) a competitive bidding process such 
as is currently used for Part D in Medicare. These are discussed below to illustrate how the 
Secretary can incorporate costs into the definition of the EHB. 
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Fixed Target Approach Based on CBO Estimates for ACA 


The CBO, in a letter to Senator Bayh on November 30, 2009, noted that premiums are set to 
cover the average amount the insurer expects to pay for services that are eligible for coverage 
under a plan, plus an amount for administrative expenses, overhead, and profit (CBO, 2009). The 
costs for covered services reflect the following: 


 
• The scope of covered benefits (the essential health benefits) 
• Cost-sharing requirements (deductibles, copays) 
• The health status of the covered population and the propensity of that population to 


use health services 
• Provider payment rates 
• Degree of medical management 
 


These factors interact with one another. For example, research has demonstrated that cost-
sharing can affect the propensity of people to use services (Newhouse et al., 1981; Rosenthal et 
al., 2009; Rowe et al., 2008). Provider payment rates may affect both the mix and volume of 
services offered (Buntin et al., 2009). 


The CBO then considered the effect of the proposed legislation on changes to premiums in 
the small group market and identified differences in three major areas: (1) the amount (e.g., 
comprehensiveness of benefits, level of cost-sharing) of insurance purchased due to changes in 
the scope of benefits; (2) the price for a specific amount of coverage for a particular group of 
enrollees; and (3) the characteristics of people obtaining coverage. Table 5-1 shows the CBO-
estimated effect on premiums, compared to projected premiums without the law, in the small 
group market from each of these factors before accounting for subsidies or small business tax 
credits. The committee noted that the average aggregate effect on premiums in the small group 
market was small. 


 
 


TABLE 5-1 CBO Estimates of the Effect of the Law on Premiums in the Small Group Market, in 
November 2009 Letter to Senator Bayh 
 
 
Component Affecting Premiums 


Expected Difference Between Premiums in 
Small Group Market After the Law Compared 
to Premiums Projected Without the Law 


Difference in amount of coveragea 0 to +3% 
Difference in price paid for a given amount of 
insurance coverageb 


–1 to –4% 


Differences in characteristics of insured –1 to +2% 
Total (before subsidies) +1 to –2% 
aThis includes both the expanded scope of benefits and lower cost-sharing. 
bThis takes into account both lower administrative costs and higher fees. 
SOURCE: CBO, 2009. 
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Although the committee selected the small group market as the basis for establishing the 
essential health benefits, it is worth noting that the EHB definition will also apply to policies in 
the individual market. Based on its microsimulation model, CBO also estimated the effects of the 
law on premiums for individual policies, as shown in Table 5-2. The expanded scope of benefits 
in the individual market, coupled with reduced patient cost-sharing, is the main factor 
contributing to higher premiums in that market under the new law compared to projections of 
premiums that would have prevailed had the law not been enacted. The committee noted that the 
effect on premiums in the individual market is much larger than for the small group market. 


 
 


TABLE 5-2 CBO Estimates of the Effect of the Law on Premiums in the Individual Market, in 
November 2009 Letter to Senator Bayh 
 
 
Component Affecting Premiums 


Expected Difference Between Premiums in 
Non-group Market After the Law Compared to 
Premiums Projected Without the Law 


Difference in amount of coveragea +27 to +30% 
Difference in price paid for a given amount of 
insurance coverageb 


 
–7 to –10% 


Differences in characteristics of insured –7 to –10% 
Total (before subsidies) +10 to +13% 
aThis includes both the expanded scope of benefits and lower cost-sharing. 
bThis takes into account both lower administrative costs and higher fees. 
SOURCE: CBO, 2009. 
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For illustrative purposes, the committee converted the CBO estimates, which were presented 
in 2016 dollars, to 2014 dollars because that is the year the EHB policy will take effect. The 
resulting premiums, compared to premiums if the law had not passed, show little to no change in 
the small group market but an increase in the individual market premiums (Table 5-3). 


 
 


TABLE 5-3 CBO Estimated Premiums for Individual and Family Policies in Exchange Markets, 
in Letter to Senator Bayh, Converted to 2014 Dollars 
 
Type of Policy 


Premiums in the Absence of 
ACA (2014 $) 


Premiums After Implementation of 
ACA (2014 $) 


Small Group Market   
     Individual   6,933   6,933 
     Family 17,156 17,067 
Individual Market   
     Individual   4,889   5,156 
     Family 11,645 13,511 
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Fixed Target Approach Based on RAND Estimates in Department of Labor Study 


RAND conducted a study for the Department of Labor examining, among other issues, how 
some of the design features of the exchanges might affect coverage, health care spending, and 
choice of insurance (Eibner et al., 2010). The RAND study, which utilized microsimulation 
modeling, also took a more detailed approach to defining and projecting the behavior of the 
small group market than had previously been undertaken by any research group. Table 5-4 shows 
the premiums used in the RAND analysis (which generates premiums within the model rather 
than using an externally selected price).1 Unlike the CBO analysis, which used a single national 
average premium, the RAND analysis provides premiums by precious metal tier, 2  which 
demonstrates the effect of the cost-sharing element on the premium. The committee also 
converted the RAND estimates from 2010 dollars to 2014 dollars because that is the year the 
EHB policy will take effect. 


 
 


TABLE 5-4 Premiums for Single Coverage in the Exchange Market in the Absence of ACA 
Compared with After Implementation of the ACA (in 2014 dollars)a 


 
 
Market 


 
Premiums in the Absence of 
ACA (2014 $) 


Premiums Projected After 
Implementation of ACA 
(2014 $) 


Employer-sponsored insuranceb 7,022 6,902 
Exchange bronze N/A 4,600 
Exchange silverc N/A 5,474 
Exchange gold N/A 6,831 
Exchange platinum N/A 7,323 
Non-group (individual market) 7,426 N/A 
aAssumes combined individual and small group market risk pools, employers with fewer than 100 
full-time equivalent employees able to enroll, 12% administrative load. 
b Includes both small and large group markets. 
cSubsidy connected to premium of this plan. 


 


                                                 
1 This enables an explicit accounting for health status and change in utilization as a result of newly acquiring insurance. 
2 ACA Section 1302 (d) describes four “precious” metal tiers of actuarial value (AV): bronze, silver, gold, and platinum; see chapter 2 for 


further description of actuarial value and the metal tiers. The EHB are required in each metal tier. 
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In designing their exchanges, states have the option to either keep the individual and small 
group markets in separate risk pools or combine them into a single risk pool. Table 5-5 shows the 
difference in premiums if the risk pools are separated.3 Because people who are enrolled in the 
exchanges as individuals tend to be less healthy than those who are enrolled through an 
employer, the premiums for the individually enrolled population are about 40 percent higher. 
RAND found that if the risk pools were combined, fewer small employers would offer coverage 
and many of those who would have otherwise been covered through employer-sponsored 
insurance (ESI) would choose to enroll in Medicaid. 


 
 


TABLE 5-5 Individual and Small Group Premiums in Exchange Markets When Risk Pools Are 
Split or Combined (in 2014 dollars) 
 Split Risk Pools (2014 $) Combined Risk 


Pool (2014 $)  Individual Small Group 
Bronze 5,379 3,855 4,600 
Silver 6,401 4,588 5,474 
Gold 7,462 5,348 6,381 
Platinum 8,561 6,138 7,323 


 


                                                 
3 Each metal level contains the EHB. 
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This analysis suggests that the Secretary may have to take into account some of the design 
choices being made by states in incorporating costs into the determination of essential health 
benefits. It also suggests that an estimated national average premium price for a particular metal 
level, such as the silver plan, would be reasonable because this is the premium price that is used 
to determine the amount of subsidy for which an individual is eligible.4  


Competitive Bidding Approach 


Rather than the fixed target approaches described above, the committee also considered a 
competitive bidding approach similar to that being used for Medicare Part D (prescription drug 
coverage). Under Medicare Part D, the broad elements of the basic benefit package design are 
established (e.g., the amount of the deductible, the cost-sharing portion, the level at which 
catastrophic coverage begins). Plans may offer alternative coverage structures as long as the 
alternative is actuarially equivalent to the standard plan. Plans may also offer coverage that goes 
beyond the basic benefit package, but such supplemental coverage is not subsidized by 
Medicare.  


The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) obtains bids annually from plans 
wishing to offer coverage in this program. The bids are based on covering a standard Medicare 
population. CMS calculates a national average premium based on the bids received. Enrollees 
pay a base premium plus any difference between the bid of the plan they enroll in and the 
national average. Those electing more expensive plans pay higher-than-average premiums, while 
those electing less expensive plans pay lower-than-average premiums. 


A competitive approach in the context of the exchanges would have to be administered at the 
state level, and the committee believes that considerable variability exists in the ability of states 
to execute this function. On the one hand, states are already responsible for reviewing many 
aspects of plan operations, so this requirement would increase the burden on states that do not 
have an adequate infrastructure in place to review bids. On the other hand, many states are 
already involved with competitive bidding in Medicaid managed care programs and Medicaid 
pharmacy programs, so the existing infrastructure may be available for this option. Given the 
considerable pressure on state budgets, variability in the states’ infrastructure necessary to 
support reviews of competitive bids, and the relatively tight time frame for implementation of the 
EHB, the committee concluded that this approach was likely not feasible in all states and thus 
was not an approach the committee recommends to the Secretary. 


How Costs Could Be Incorporated into Determining the Essential Health 
Benefits Package 


The committee considered how the Secretary might use the sources of data above to set the 
initial essential health benefits package within a target cost. Table 5-6 illustrates the steps in the 
process: 


 
 
 
 


                                                 
4 Section 1302 (b) (4) (B) non-discriminatory coverage decisions, (D) denials on the basis of age, etc., and (E) (i) emergency department 


services without prior authorization (ii) cost-sharing parity. 
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TABLE 5-6 Sample Approach to Incorporating Costs into the Definition of Essential Health 
Benefits 
Step in Process Result from Step Updated Result 
Starting amount from fixed 
target sources estimated to 
reflect a silver plan 


$5,474-$6,933 $5,474-$6,933 


 
Change due to expanding scope 
of benefits to categories not 
included in small employer plans 
today 


 
+$168 


 
$5,642-$7,101 


 
Obtain actuarial estimates of the 
incremental cost of each 
included element in the scope of 
benefits 


 
Dollar amounts by 
individual areas of coverage 


 
Components of overall 
premium price provided as an 
actuarial “price list” 


 
Conduct public deliberative 
process to set prioritiesa 


 
Package selected to fall 
within range 


 
Final description of the scope 
of essential health benefits 
eligible for coverage 


 
Final result: benefit package with 
a estimated national average 
premium 


  
$5,474-$6,933 


aSee Step 3 for a description of this step. 
 


 
 
The Secretary could start with the aggregate CBO estimate for the small group market 


($6,933 for an individual policy) or the RAND estimate for a silver plan ($5,474 for an exchange 
policy in which the risk pools are combined). Since neither the RAND nor the CBO analyses 
considered in any detail the potential effect of the 10 categories of coverage on the premiums for 
those policies, the Secretary could obtain estimates of the incremental costs of expanding the 
scope of benefits for a typical small group plan from the CMS Chief Actuary. The committee 
discussed this approach with actuarial experts and determined that it was a feasible approach.5 
Then, the Secretary could obtain estimates from the CMS Chief Actuary on the incremental costs 
of all included elements, along with approaches to controlling those costs 


The premium target is created as a mechanism for bounding decisions about what will be 
included in the EHB. The alternative rejected by the committee would have been to define the 
EHB without considering the cost of the resulting package. The committee does not intend for 
the premium target to be used to specify the premiums that can be established by qualified health 
plans. In fact, the committee does not believe that the Secretary has the authority to specify a 
premium for any plan. The premiums set by plans in the market that offer the EHB will vary as 
they do today. The distribution of resulting premium prices will reflect the other elements that 


                                                 
5 For example, these estimates could be expressed either as a percentage of current premiums or as a dollar amount per member per month. 


Overall, the experts estimated for illustrative purposes that under one assumption about expanded scope, premiums might increase by 
approximately $130 per member per year in 2014 dollars. Removing limits that exist today (lifetime and annual dollar amounts) might increase 
premiums by $40 per member per year in 2014 dollars. Similar estimates could be obtained by the Secretary from an actuarial consultant. 
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determine the cost of health insurance: health status of enrollees, propensity to use services, 
provider payment rates, network design, and medical management. However, the committee’s 
guidance to the Secretary is to establish the initial package of essential health benefits that are 
actuarially equivalent to a national average premium estimate. Each exchange will then set the 
mechanisms by which it evaluates whether qualified plans are offering the EHB and whether the 
premiums proposed by the plans are reasonable.  


STEP 3: RECONCILE INITIAL LIST TO THE PREMIUM TARGET 
The central debate in constructing the EHB packages has been balancing the 


comprehensiveness of benefits with their costs so as to promote value. This is not an academic 
exercise but one that has real repercussions for how many people will be able to afford the 
premium—because the essential health benefits apply to individual and small group policies both 
inside and outside the exchanges. Furthermore, it will have an impact on state and federal 
budgets through subsidies and whether people are able to obtain commercial insurance or need to 
remain fully on public programs. The committee envisions that the Secretary will be able to 
calculate the estimated national average premium from step 2, as well as obtain the actuarial 
estimates for the categories and services that comprise the list in step 1. These may then be 
compared in step 3. 


From an ethical standpoint, if constraints are real and must be acknowledged, this should 
occur in as fair and just a fashion as possible per the committee’s criteria on methods  
(Figure S-2). In evaluating the individual components of the EHB and the overall package, the 
committee encourages the Secretary to engage in public processes that are transparent, 
participatory, equitable and consistent, sensitive to value, responsive to new information, 
attentive to stewardship, encouraging of innovation, and data-driven.  


The use of a public deliberative process for setting priorities, as described in Chapter 6, 
provides an effective method for meeting many of these requirements. Thus, the committee 
recommends, in this step of the process, that a structured, public deliberation be conducted to set 
priorities within the concept of a budgetary constraint. Actuarial estimates of different 
components of benefits or choices in benefit design should be publicly available for 
consideration in the context of public processes. Recognizing the time limitations for 
development of implementation guidance to the states and insurers, the committee envisioned 
that a total of 10-15 of these small-group meetings could be conducted in different areas of the 
country by a non-governmental organization funded by HHS or through philanthropic means. 
Although the results of this process are advisory only, they must be well structured to permit full 
dialogue and consideration of possible tradeoffs. These deliberations differ from simply 
receiving comments through stakeholder meetings, in which individuals or groups promote 
particular benefits. The deliberations will also serve an important public education function, 
allowing the public to see the cost tradeoffs among benefits as well as the impact of different co-
insurance and co-payment structures. The Secretary should seek public comment through the 
publication of a notice of proposed options for inclusion in the EHB and actuarial estimates 
associated with those options simultaneously with the public deliberation exercise. The 
availability of actuarial information will enrich the content of public input through both 
mechanisms. Starting with a national public deliberation effort, even with a limited number of 
participants, also has the advantage of modeling for the states if they wish to replicate the 
process locally.  
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While the committee believes there should be sufficient time to conduct these public 
deliberations before finalizing an EHB package by May 2012, the committee is also aware that 
time pressures may preclude the design and execution of a credible process prior to HHS issuing 
initial EHB details. If so, then the Secretary should arrange for the national public deliberation 
process to be conducted within the first year following the release of the initial EHB design 


The Secretary is ultimately responsible for the final definition of the EHB. Before finalizing 
the list, the Secretary should reassess how well it conforms to the committee’s criteria for the 
contents of the aggregate package referenced in step 1 (see also Figure S-2). The Secretary 
should publicly identify the rationale behind choices in the final package of EHB that emerges 
for plans in 2014.  


STEP 4: ISSUE GUIDANCE ON INCLUSIONS AND PERMISSIBLE 
EXCLUSIONS 


Once the EHB from Step 3 has been determined, the Secretary must communicate these 
decisions in the form of guidance and/or regulation. Again, the committee recommends a 
pragmatic approach, acknowledging the reality of mixed methodologies that currently exist in 
coverage descriptions and working to improve them over time. Ideally, a description of a benefits 
package should provide clear and consistent guidance to consumers, providers, and insurers, 
resulting in fair, consistent, and easily understood coverage decisions. As discussed in Chapters 4 
and 9, the reality falls well short of this ideal. The committee notes that when guidance lacks 
specificity, considerable variation will result. The committee urges the Secretary to be as specific 
as best practices and time allow.  


Defining Inclusions and Permissible Exclusions 


Consistent with the structure of employer policies, guidance from the Secretary on the EHB 
must contain explicit direction about categories and services that must be included and those that 
it is “permissible to exclude.” The categories and services included in the EHB are the only ones 
that count toward limits on deductibles and copayments and the only ones to which annual and 
lifetime dollar limits can be applied. In the absence of specific secretarial guidance on coverage, 
the resulting packages offered in exchanges will likely vary considerably with respect to what is 
considered an essential benefit. In contrast, benefit design considerations (e.g., provider network 
arrangements, medical management, deductibles) will vary and are expected to under ACA’s 
metal levels. While insurers may offer additional benefits in their packages and states may 
mandate additional benefits, those are not subject to all of the ACA limitations.  


The HHS guidance on inclusions and permissible exclusions should be designed to achieve 
consistent benefit interpretations by qualified health plans, exchange authorities, state-based 
regulators, medical care providers, and patients. In anticipation of the EHB definitions being 
issued by the Secretary, various insurers today are coming to different conclusions about what 
might be excluded as nonessential (Anthem, 2011; UnitedHealthcare, 2011). Plan documents 
vary in how they address exclusions as well as listed inclusions. For example, exclusions might 
be defined as specific services (e.g., a plan does not cover cosmetic surgery, bariatric surgery, 
infertility services, or orthodontic care for temporomandibular joint syndrome) or more generally 
stated (e.g., no coverage for services, drugs, or supplies that are not medically necessary; no 
coverage for services, drugs, or supplies not required according to accepted standards of medical, 
dental, or psychiatric practice in the United States; no coverage for services not specifically 
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listed as covered).6 Appendix E presents exclusions in the small group market for one insurer, 
Appendix F lists exclusions from a broader spectrum of plans.  


At the outset, the committee does not expect that the Secretary’s list will delineate every 
service that is covered, as this would require annotation with the medical condition and perhaps 
circumstances in which it would be appropriate for use (i.e., deemed medically necessary). 
However, the Secretary will need to identify permissible exclusions. Exchanges need to know if 
it is permissible to exclude certain services when qualifying a health plan. Guidance should 
provide the most comprehensive description possible that makes such variables clear and permits 
reasonable judgments (both substantive and actuarial) of what is covered. As noted previously, 
even if a service is listed as permissible to exclude from the minimum set of benefits that 
constitute the EHB and the related EHB limits, an insurer could offer the benefit in one of an 
array of plans they develop for the market. 


The state exchanges and state regulators have an important role in monitoring submitted plan 
documents to ensure that they do not contain outlier practices that would undermine the intent of 
EHB coverage; although external appeals data and patient satisfaction surveys will provide 
important after-the-fact detail, this initial review and comparison of plans seeking to be qualified 
is critical and knowledge of what has been typical in the state should inform what detail is 
missing from the national list for most categories of care.  


In Chapter 7, the committee discusses the degree of ambiguity in classifying different 
services and whether certain services are part of the 10 categories or fall outside. There will be 
considerable pressure on HHS from many stakeholders to have services classified as falling 
within the 10 categories of care as well as in being within typical small employer plans; while 
the committee’s process allows for inclusion of services that are beyond the 10 categories of care 
or the typical employer plan, realistically, the premium constraint may not allow additions.  


The committee’s direction on specificity in Secretarial guidance and movement toward more 
uniformity is focused on what is covered or permissibly excluded by a plan not the level and 
features of deductibles, copayments, coinsurance, and out-of-pocket maximums other than those 
set by ACA. Some states are considering limits on the number of plans that could be offered in 
an exchange. It was outside the committee’s task to comment on whether exchanges should be 
allowed to limit the number of plan selections offered in an exchange.  


Presenting General Exclusionary Language 


Besides listing service-specific and general exclusions in plan evidence of coverage 
documents, the committee found the idea of having a standard set of general exclusions attractive 
so that the simplified six-page documents for consumer comparisons of plans on the exchanges 
could list whether a plan adopted or varied from a standard set of general exclusions. General 
exclusion language is often too voluminous to fit in the small space allotted on those consumer 
documents; for example, the committee found plan documents with seven pages of exclusions. 
Box 5-2 lists the general exclusions set out by the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) for 
fee-for-service plans operating within the Federal Employee Health Benefits Program (FEHBP). 
Plans are allowed to add to the list of general exclusions. For example, the Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield Service Benefit Plan expands the OPM general exclusions list to contain 30 general and 
specific exclusions. OPM offers a similar but slightly different set for health maintenance 
organization (HMO) plans. 
                                                 


6 The committee is not recommending specific exclusions, because that was outside its task; these are illustrative of exclusions in existing 
plans listed in the Appendixes.  
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Because it was not the committee’s charge to define the EHB, the purpose of Box 5-2 is to 
illustrate the types of general exclusions that are common today. Under “Required Elements for 
Consideration” later in this chapter, the committee raises issues surrounding nondiscrimination 
and exclusionary language in plans. 
 
 
 


BOX 5-2 
General Exclusions: FEHBP Fee-for-Service  


 
• Services, drugs, or supplies you receive while you are not enrolled in this plan; 
• Services, drugs, or supplies not medically necessary; 
• Services, drugs, or supplies not required according to accepted standards of medical, dental, 


or psychiatric practice; 
• Experimental or investigational procedures, treatments, drugs, or devices; 
• Services, drugs, or supplies related to abortions, except when the life of the mother would be 


endangered if the fetus were carried to term, or when the pregnancy is the result of an act of 
rape or incest;  


• Services, drugs, or supplies related to sex transformations; 
• Services, drugs, or supplies you receive from a provider or facility barred from the FEHB 


Program;  
• Services, drugs, or supplies you receive without charge while in active military service;  
• Services or supplies for which no charge would be made if the covered individual had no 


health insurance coverage;  
• Services or supplies furnished by immediate relatives or household members, such as 


spouse, parents, children, brothers or sisters by blood, marriage or adoption;  
• Services or supplies furnished or billed by a non-covered facility, except that medically 


necessary prescription drugs and physical, speech, and occupational therapy rendered by a 
qualified professional therapist on an outpatient basis are covered subject to plan limits;  


• Charges that the enrollee or plan has no legal obligation to pay, such as excess charges for 
an annuitant age 65 or older who is not covered by Medicare Parts A and/or B, doctor’s 
charges exceeding the amount specified by the Department of Health and Human Services 
when benefits are payable under Medicare, or state premium taxes however applied.  


 
 
SOURCE: Personal communication with Dean Schleicher, Office of Personnel and Management, July 15, 2011. 
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION ON DEFINING THE EHB 
In summary, the process for defining the aggregate EHB package must derive from its 


legislative foundations. In designing the EHB package, the committee recommends that the 
Secretary be guided by the offerings of the small group market, then modify them to take into 
account the more expansive 10 categories of care in the ACA. To balance the comprehensiveness 
of the total package against its cost, the Secretary will have to evaluate whether the package as a 
whole meets the committee’s criteria, reflects public priorities, and can be accommodated within 
the budgetary constraint defined by an estimated national average silver plan premium. As noted 
earlier, premiums are not based solely on the contents of the package, but reflect other elements 
of benefit design and administration. The Secretary will have to be explicit about the 
assumptions about benefit design and administration that should be used in developing the 
national average premium. These assumptions will influence the content of the benefit package 
that is consistent with the premium target that the committee recommends.  


 
Recommendation 1: By May 1, 2012, the Secretary should establish an initial essential health 
benefits (EHB) package guided by a national average premium target. 
 


A. The starting point in establishing the initial EHB package should be the scope of 
benefits and design provided under a typical small employer plan in today’s market. 
To specify the initial EHB package, this scope of benefits should then be modified to 
reflect 


 
• The 10 general categories specified in Section 1302(b)(1) of the Affordable Care 


Act (ACA); and 
• The criteria specified in this report for the content of specific elements and 


aggregate EHB package (see Summary Figure S-2). 
 


B. Once a preliminary EHB list is developed as described in (A), the package should be 
adjusted so that the expected national average premium for a silver plan with the 
EHB package is actuarially equivalent to the average premium that would have 
been paid by small employers in 2014 for a comparable population with a typical 
benefit design.  


 
C. The Secretary should sponsor a public deliberative process to assist in determining 


how the adjustments to the EHB package should be made. 
 


D. Initial guidance by the Secretary on the contents of the EHB package should list 
standard benefit inclusions and exclusions at a level of specificity at least 
comparable to current best practice in the private and public insurance market. 


 
The committee’s criteria on methods should apply to the overall process of defining the package. 
When the Secretary decides something should or should not be covered, those specific 
determinations should be transparent and the rationale made public. Whether the goal of 
balancing coverage and costs is met by initial definition of the EHB will ultimately be tested 
during implementation: for example, are projected reductions in the number of uninsured, 
participation rates in the exchanges, and increased access to appropriate care achieved? In the 
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meantime, the average premium amount serves as a proxy against which benefit coverage is 
assessed.  


OTHER AREAS FOR THE SECRETARIAL GUIDANCE RELATED TO 
EHB 


This section discusses the required “elements for consideration” (balance, nondiscrimination) 
and determination of medical necessity. Toward this end, the committee considered in what areas 
the Secretary could provide additional guidance at the outset beyond the definition of the EHB to 
help exchanges protect at-risk groups and ensure the adequacy of plans. Although Secretarial 
guidance will be informative, it is monitoring implementation that is the key feature to protect 
against untoward consequences related to these provisions. 


 Required Elements for Consideration 
The “required elements for consideration” provisions of Section 1302 are designed to address 


the issue of insurer discretion to design benefits, make coverage decisions, determine 
reimbursement rates, and establish incentive programs in ways that could potentially 
discriminate against certain conditions, degrees of illness, or population groups. Per its charge, 
the committee examined the first four of the required elements for consideration in Section 1302, 
finding that (1) “balance among categories” and taking “into account the health care needs of 
diverse segments of the population” require the EHB package to have a focus on population 
rather than individual needs (e.g., including traditionally underserved populations), while (2) the 
references to nondiscrimination and to individual wishes focus on individual needs (Box 5-3). If 
the Secretary defines the EHB in accord with committee’s policy foundations (Chapter 3), these 
dual interests will be accounted for, but during implementation at the state level, monitoring will 
be necessary to ensure that practice meets principles.  


  
 


 
BOX 5-3  


Selected Required Elements for Consideration  
 
Section 1302 (b) (4) REQUIRED ELEMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION.—In defining the essential 
health benefits under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall— 
 
(A) ensure that such essential health benefits reflect an appropriate balance among the 
categories described in such subsection, so that benefits are not unduly weighted 
toward any category; 
 
(B) not make coverage decisions, determine reimbursement rates, establish incentive programs, 
or design benefits in ways that discriminate against individuals because of their age, disability, or 
expected length of life; 
 
(C) take into account the health care needs of diverse segments of the population, including 
women, children, persons with disabilities, and other groups; 
 
(D) ensure that health benefits established as essential not be subject to denial to individuals 
against their wishes on the basis of the individuals’ age or expected length of life or of the 
individuals’ present or predicted disability, degree of medical dependency, or quality of life; 
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(E) provide that a qualified health plan shall not be treated as providing coverage for the essential 
health benefits described in paragraph (1) unless the plan provides that— 


(i) coverage for emergency department services will be provided without imposing any 
requirement under the plan for prior authorization of services or any limitation on 
coverage where the provider of services does not have a contractual relationship with the 
plan for the providing of services that is more restrictive than the requirements or 
limitations that apply to emergency department services received from providers who do 
have such a contractual relationship with the plan; and 
(ii) if such services are provided out-of-network, the cost-sharing requirement (expressed 
as a copayment amount or coinsurance rate) is the same requirement that would apply if 
such services were provided in-network; 


 
SOURCE: Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, § 1302 (b)(4)(A)-(E). 


   


Balance Across Categories, and Diverse Segments 


“The Secretary is to ensure that the EHB reflect an appropriate balance among the categories 
… so that benefits are not unduly weighted toward any category.” The committee concluded that 
there is no simple way to address this element. The EHB should incorporate a spectrum of care 
that meets the evidence-based needs of the varied medical conditions and services that a diverse 
population of patients requires. 


In response to the committee’s online query about balance and diversity, various approaches 
to assessing performance on these dimensions were suggested. Both employers and insurers 
tended to support having balance across categories defined by a marketplace norm of typical 
employer plans. The committee believes this is a reasonable approach at the outset, and any 
information the Secretary has obtained which describes such norms regarding limits and cost-
sharing practices would likely be informational not regulatory. Another suggestion, provided by 
both WellPoint and the American Medical Association (AMA), was that the goal of balance 
should be to ensure parity in access to health care services by having “equal access to providers 
in each of the 10 categories, as determined by network adequacy standards” (AMA, 2010; 
Walter-Dumm, 2010). 


Utilization patterns were most often offered as a way to measure and set norms of practice 
and identify diverse patient needs (Wojcik, 2010). This information may be helpful in actuarial 
estimation but there are limits to the utility of this approach given ACA’s addition of new service 
categories to the standard benefit package. Consumers and providers that provided input to the 
committee were wary of depending solely on existing utilization and coverage patterns to assess 
balance. They argued that current utilization data or even the experience in typical employer 
plans cannot identify previously unaddressed needs related to some of the 10 categories of care, 
such as habilitation, mental health and substance abuse parity, and expanded access to preventive 
services. Others raised the problem of using utilization patterns to identify appropriate 
multidisciplinary care. Arguments were also presented against traditional “utilization” 
determinants for pediatric populations, pointing out that this population typically has consumed 
fewer resources than adults and that investing in preventive services for children presents an 
opportunity for life-long impact. Nevertheless, the committee supports measures of use as 
guidance to assess balance. For example, if enrollees of a given plan were systemically not using 
services considered high value (e.g., not managing their chronic disease adequately), the 
Secretary might examine the benefit offerings or design for evidence of inappropriate 
“imbalance.” 
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The concern raised by the diverse segments clause is that benefit packages could be 
established that would, in effect, enable plans to attract the healthiest enrollees (“cherry 
picking”). This might happen through benefit design, for example, by having a provider network 
that did not include specific specialists, primary care physicians in certain geographic locations, 
or selected medications. Respondents to the committee’s online question about diverse segments 
of the population frequently interpreted the provision as addressing the question of disparities in 
access across racial, ethnic, language, and socioeconomic lines. If a plan failed to attract a 
reasonable number of beneficiaries in a given clinical or demographic group, it might be 
evidence of an imbalance in benefit design. 


Nondiscrimination Provisions  


Congressional guidance to safeguard against the potential for discrimination based on age, 
disability, or expected length of life, as stipulated through Section 1302 (b)(4)(B) and (D), 
reflects concern about past practices by some insurers. One interpretation of this portion of the 
law provided in testimony to the committee was that “what Congress is trying to get at is the 
notion … if there’s no objective evidence, if we have an absence of clinical evidence to suggest 
that the treatment does not work for persons with certain disabilities, then the [condition-
specific] limitation should not stand” (Rosenbaum, 2011; Rosenbaum et al., 2011). The 
committee interprets the congressional intent of these provisions as primarily to ensure that 
insurers do not make arbitrary and discriminatory decisions based on certain characteristics of 
people rather than assessing the individuality of each case when making medical necessity 
decisions and applying clinical policies.  


 
Effect of benefits’ exclusionary language and required elements for consideration. The 
committee examined the scope of exclusions considered typical across the industry (Appendix 
F). Among those deemed to be “industry typical,” the committee questioned whether some 
would be considered to discriminate by disability. The committee did not have the time or 
resources to research the legal repercussions, nor was it to address specific services; as a result, it 
does not take a position with respect to any of the items listed below or others on the expanded 
list (Appendix F). The committee brings the following illustrative examples to the Secretary’s 
attention as perhaps needing further evaluation to see if they should be allowable; for example, 
exclusions encompassed 
 


• Any disease or injury resulting from a war, declared or not, … or any release of 
nuclear energy;  


• Treatment of injuries sustained while committing a crime; a voluntary participant 
in disorderly conduct, riot, or other breach of the peace;  


• Treatment of dementia, except for treatment of psychological symptoms; 
• Nutritional supplements and formulas needed for the treatment of inborn errors; 


and 
• Sexual reassignment surgery.7 


 


                                                 
7 Sexual reassignment surgery is a frequent exclusion in plans; of note in FEHBP plans, it is considered a procedure-based exclusion rather 


than a condition-based one. Personal communication with Dean Schleicher, U.S. Office of Personnel Management, July 13, 2011. 
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The first two items might be considered situational exclusions, not disability-based exclusions. 
Should it be allowable for a plan to deny treatment if a person was exposed to environmental 
radiation?8 Should it be allowable for a plan to deny treatment to a person who needed treatment 
incident to a crime; what if the individual involved in the crime or action was exceeding a legal 
limit on blood alcohol level? The committee was advised during its first workshop that 
intoxication exclusionary clauses, once prevalent when alcoholism was considered a behavioral 
choice rather than a medical condition (Rosenbaum, 2011; Rosenbaum et al., 2004), are less 
common today. Still the committee found exclusionary language in one plan, for example, that a 
person would not be covered if injured while intoxicated above a certain blood alcohol level and 
driving a car, scooter, or off-road vehicle.9  


The remaining items raise debatable points about whether people are being denied treatment 
based on a disability as opposed to a decision made about the design of benefits—that is, the 
service is not elected to be among the priorities to be paid for out of shared resources.  


 
Setting benefit limits. Could benefit limits also be discriminatory? Respondents to the 
committee’s online question about the issue of setting limits on benefit categories could be 
simplistically split into two groups: those in favor of benefit limits and those against benefit 
limits. Those in favor of limits noted that they are an important component of value-based 
benefit design and are necessary to ensure quality and affordability. Benefit limits are often cited 
as an effective means of lowering premium costs. Those who did not support limits frequently 
expressed concern that nonmonetary medical management limits (e.g., step therapy, visit limits, 
prior authorization) would increasingly be utilized by insurers as a “loophole” to get around the 
prohibition against lifetime and annual dollar limits. The National Partnership for Women and 
Families stated that “non-dollar service limits can be just as detrimental [as lifetime and annual 
limits] as insurers can simply substitute non-dollar limits, like annual service limits, nullifying 
the effect of this important consumer protection” (Monahan, 2010). Specifically, the following 
were raised as areas of most concern: 
 


• Generic only drug coverage, because certain drugs are not available in a generic-
only formulary, leaving patients liable for needed high-priced pharmaceuticals 
and perhaps affecting their adherence to drug regimens (Fung et al., 2008) 


• Condition-specific restrictions10 
• Dollar or visit limits on specific benefit categories, services, or drug classes (e.g., 


therapy caps) even though ACA prohibits annual and lifetime dollar limits  
• Nonnormative limits such as very low numbers of allowed inpatient hospital days 


or coverage of the second day of hospitalization but not the first. 
 
The committee notes that there is a balance between setting arbitrary limits and those that reflect 
best practices and/or scientific evidence. Others have pointed out that limits, when undisclosed 
and not scientifically based, are problematic: “These normative, undisclosed, and fixed limits on 
treatment do not allow for any deviation based on underlying condition … are often not based on 


                                                 
8 Subrogation clauses allow insurers to recoup medical expenses the insurer paid from third parties who are legally responsible for an injury.  
9 Personal communication with Tanji Northrup, Health Division Director, Utah Insurance Department. 
10 An interim final rule related to limits was issued in June 2010 and explicitly stated that “the rules of this section do not prevent a group 


health plan, or a health insurance issuer offering group health insurance coverage, from excluding all benefits for a condition.” (U.S. Department 
of the Treasury et al., 2010, p. 37223). Additional guidance on limits can be found on CCIIO’s website: 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/regulations/index.html#alw.  
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evidence; they are simply conclusory statements by actuarial firms” (Rosenbaum, 2011). The 
committee affirms its desire for evidence-based limits and medical necessity assessments 
considering the individuality of the particular case. This needs to be coupled with protections for 
vulnerable patients, such that any limit should have the right of appeal.  


 
Conclusion: With respect to the required elements for consideration, the committee 
concludes that congressional and secretarial direction on the contents of the 10 categories of 
care and the scope of the typical small employer plan provides the best a priori guidance. 
One supplementary a priori approach that the Secretary could employ would be to require 
that contracts submitted to an exchange to become a qualified health plan (QHP) include an 
attestation in its subscriber contracts that the plan will abide by the required elements for 
consideration in Section 1302 (b) (4) (A)-(D) or incorporate the required elements language 
fully in the contracts. As all small group and individual coverage, not just QHPs, is subject 
to the EHB, this approach could also be applied by state insurance commissioners to non-
exchange plans. 
 


It is impossible that HHS guidance will anticipate every circumstance that might be a 
possible violation of the required elements. It is the job of the exchanges and state insurance 
commissioners to identify insurer practices that will not provide meaningful coverage and 
consumer protection. Because states are on the frontline of review, they are likely sources to 
identify practices that are either problematic or possibly innovative through monitoring (see 
Chapter 7). Having a systematic way to communicate those findings across the exchanges and 
states in real time could help other states. 


Chapter 7 outlines the importance of planning for data collection on benefits, benefit design, 
limits imposed, and monitoring implementation. At the outset, state health exchanges and state 
regulators will be able to compare what is being typically offered in their states under the EHB 
requirements and identify outlier practices for covered benefits, exclusions, and benefit design 
limits and networks. Over time, evaluation of these elements, appeals, and utilization patterns 
can help identify if any areas need further evaluation to determine if they are out of balance, do 
not serve diverse population segments, discriminate, or reflect desirable innovative practices. 
The purpose of well-developed internal and external appeals processes as required by the ACA is 
to allow consistency in benefit interpretation to emerge from the review of specific cases. The 
right to appeal provides only a limited check on contract benefit limits and exclusions, since any 
external review will generally be bound by coverage limits imposed by the insurance policy. 
While, in some appeals cases, medical necessity may “trump” a visit limit, medical necessity 
may not apply to some strict benefit design limitations in commercial insurers and some 
Medicare provisions.  


 Emergency Room Coverage 


The fifth required element has very specific language related to accessing emergency room 
services (Box 5-3), and a prohibition against a plan being qualified unless it follows the outlined 
practices.  


 
Conclusion: The Secretarial guidance could require that the legislative language of the fifth 
required element be incorporated directly into contract provisions in order to participate as 
a qualified health plan. Similarly, state insurance commissioners could require this for 
plans outside the exchange that incorporate the EHB. 
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Medical Necessity  
Medical necessity is a condition of benefit coverage usually found in insurance contracts, 


allowing health insurers to review the appropriateness of any intervention a patient receives. In 
an evidence of coverage contract documents, there will be services listed that the subscriber is 
eligible to receive and that qualify for coverage contingent on a finding of medical necessity for 
the individual patient. Moreover, there will be non-listed services that are medically necessary, 
based on the patient’s specific condition, and unless expressly excluded in the plan documents, 
insurance coverage for the services will be determined by medical necessity review. Therefore, 
determination of medical necessity is used to ensure that each individual patient receives the 
most appropriate care; this is particularly important when every “inclusion” and “exclusion” is 
not listed, and as medical science changes, it allows for flexibility before lists can be updated.  


Per the committee’s Statement of Task to “assess the methods used by insurers currently to 
determine ‘medical necessity,’” the committee undertook an analysis of existing definitions and 
stakeholders concerns, and examined the use of evidence in the application of medical necessity 
and the related issue of clinical policy determination. Opportunity for public input—particularly 
on the advantages or disadvantages of current definitions, the need (if any) for secretarial 
guidance on medical necessity, and approaches to help formulate such guidance—was provided 
through the committee’s online questionnaire. Based on these public findings, additional 
testimony, and committee research into various options, the committee identified the following 
major issues:  


 
• The term “necessity” can lead to misunderstandings—with patients asking how 


something their provider prescribes could not be considered necessary or physicians 
inquiring how an insurer can question their judgment. Such responses imply that the 
medical necessity process is established to deny coverage, rather than being built on a 
scientific evidence base, according to the National Business Group on Health 
(Wojcik, 2010). In insurance practice, the insurer makes the final assessment of 
medical necessity for uncontested cases; patients and providers have the right to an 
independent external appeal under many current polices and more will under ACA.11  


• Multiple definitions of medical necessity exist, and respondents were split in their 
views about whether the IOM or HHS should establish a national standard definition 
of medical necessity. Responses from consumers and providers tended to support a 
national definition (Baker, 2010; Gascho, 2010; Metz, 2010; Morgan, 2010; Sacco, 
2010; Smith, 2010; Zollar and Kendrick, 2010), and insurers tended to be opposed 
saying medical necessity is not a “tool for determining what items and services 
should make up a benefit package” which they viewed as the task assigned to the 
Secretary. Furthermore, they noted that ACA in Section 1563 allows insurers 
“flexibility to employ appropriate medical review and determination of medical 
necessity” (Bocchino, 2010; Fox, 2010; Walter-Dumm, 2010).  


• Safeguards in the application of medical necessity may be needed, particularly for 
special populations (e.g., children; individuals with disabilities, mental illness, or rare 
diseases) both in the definition of what medical necessity means and in monitoring its 
implementation.  


 
                                                 


 
11 29 CFR 2590.715-2719(c)(2)(i). 
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Some commented that they preferred the term medical appropriateness, but the committee 
acknowledges that the term medical necessity is widespread in the vernacular and in regulatory 
guidance. Medical necessity has been historically and continually referenced in federal and state 
statute, and is a familiar term in commercial medical insurance products. The committee believes 
the Secretary has the opportunity through the EHB definition process to educate the public on the 
meaning of medical necessity—why it is consistent with individualized assessments of the 
appropriateness of care, with keeping coverage affordable, and with ensuring patients’ rights of 
appeal if they view care as inappropriately denied (see additional discussion in Chapter 2 of 
medical management, of which medical necessity is one element).  


Key Elements in Definitions 


The committee considered multiple definitions of medical necessity across Medicare, in 
sample Medicaid programs, and in use by private insurers (Appendix G). In the late 1990s, a 
research team at Stanford developed a more “evidence-based” definition of medical necessity 
that has now been incorporated in a number of contracts of insurers and state Medicaid programs 
(e.g., Hawaii, Kansas, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arkansas) (Coding Institute, 2000). Key 
elements were that an intervention could be considered medically necessary if first recommended 
by the treating physician and then determined by the insurer to have met conditions pertaining to 
each of the following elements: medical purpose, scope, evidence, and value (as illustrated in 
Table 5-7 and outlined in more detail in Appendix G). These five categories were identified as 
those into which most existing and proposed criteria at the time fell into, from the Stanford 
workshop members’ analysis. Notably, it was pointed out at the time that “it was clear that most 
definitions have criteria that address purpose and scope, and closely following those criteria in 
frequency are criteria about authority and evidence. At the time, few definitions addressed value 
or cost effectiveness” (Singer et al., 1999).  


Similarly, a major national legal settlement between insurers (e.g., CIGNA, Health Net, 
Prudential, Anthem/WellPoint, Humana) and 900,000 physicians created a standard followed by 
many in the insurance industry. Starting with a “prudent physician” standard (the primary 
component of the AMA definition of medical necessity), the settlement directs that if “the plan 
administrator presents sufficient evidence that a treatment is not necessary in the usual case it is 
up to the patient and his or her physician to show that this individual patient is different from the 
usual in ways that make the treatment medically necessary for him or her.” As in the Stanford 
definition, purpose, scope, evidence, and value are part of the medical necessity definition (Table 
5-7).  
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TABLE 5-7 Key Elements in Definitions of Medical Necessity 
Terms Under Stanford Definitiona National Legal Settlementb 


Medical purpose A health intervention for the 
purpose of treating a medical 
condition (i.e., to treat 
meaning to prevent, diagnose, 
detect, treat, or palliate) or to 
maintain or restore functional 
ability 


Health care services for the purpose of 
preventing, evaluating, diagnosing, or 
treating an illness, injury, disease, or 
its symptoms 


 
Scope 


 
The most appropriate supply 
or level of service, considering 
potential benefits and harms to 
the patient 


 
Clinically appropriate in terms of type, 
frequency, extent, site, and duration 
and considered effective for the 
patient’s illness, injury, or disease 


 
Evidence 


 
Known to be effective in 
improving health outcomes. 
For new interventions, 
effectiveness is determined by 
scientific evidence. For 
existing interventions, 
effectiveness is determined 
first by scientific evidence, 
then by professional standards, 
then by expert opinion 


 
Generally accepted standards of 
medical practice—meaning standards 
that are based on credible scientific 
evidence, generally recognized by the 
relevant medical community, or 
otherwise consistent with standards of 
clinical judgment  


 
Value 


 
Cost-effective for this 
condition compared to 
alternative interventions, 
including no intervention, with 
application of the cost-
effectiveness criterion in the 
case of the individual patient 
being determinative  


 
Intervention should not be more costly 
than an alternative service or sequence 
of services at least as likely to produce 
equivalent therapeutic or diagnostic 
results 


a Singer et al., 1999. 
b Kaminiski, 2007. 


 
 
Additionally, the National Association of Insurance Commissioners, as part of its effort to 


define consumer-friendly insurance terms, conveyed to HHS a number of sample medical 
necessity definitions from subscriber contracts in six states (NAIC, 2010). Most of those 
samples reference prudent physician judgment, clinically appropriate care and best practice, and 
a scientific evidence base. Few sample definitions explicitly mention individualizing care or 
addressing value, efficiency, or cost-effectiveness of care but those elements could be 
encompassed within the construct of delivering clinically appropriate care depending on how the 
definition is applied in practice.  


The committee observed, based on the definitions from plans from these six states as well as 
plans in other states, that individual states do not require health insurers operating within a 
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single state to have a uniform definition of medical necessity. Nor does the Federal Employee 
Health Benefits Program require participating plans to have a single definition.12  


Medical Purpose 


Additionally, in light of the importance of medical necessity determinations during 
implementation of the EHB package and concerns about inappropriate denials of care, the 
committee examined the element of “medical purpose of the intervention,” which had been 
raised as particularly problematic because its phrasing in medical necessity definitions and, more 
importantly, in its interpretation as applied to patient cases can result in limitations of care. 
Although the committee heard anecdotal accounts of denials of care based on narrow 
interpretations of the wording of definitions of medical necessity, the extent of the problem was 
not well documented. Illustrative examples of medical necessity approvals confined to 
interventions that only “cure” a person’s condition or only “restore” their function were 
presented as discriminatory against conditions for which there may be no recovery (e.g., multiple 
sclerosis for which maintenance of function or prevention of worsening of infirmity is more 
pertinent) or conditions whose initial lack of attainment of developmentally appropriate 
functioning would effectively preclude the concept of such restoration (e.g., an individual with 
developmental disabilities who has never attained speech or movement) (Ford, 2011; 
Rosenbaum, 2011).  


A congressional floor statement called attention to having a broadly based interpretation for 
the category of rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices, including “items and services 
used to restore functional capacity, minimize limitations on physical and cognitive functions, and 
maintain or prevent deterioration of functioning.”13 Advocates for children, such as the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, suggested modeling medical necessity requirements after early and 
periodic screening, diagnosis and treatment (EPSDT) coverage rules,14 stating that a 
disadvantage of typical insurance approaches is that they do not take into account developmental 
stages or the need for habilitative services that do not treat a disease but rather allow a child to 
accommodate to a condition and reach his or her highest level of functioning (American 
Academy of Pediatrics, 2005; Racine, 2011). On the other hand, concern was raised that the 
Medicaid EPSDT requirement to address any diagnosed condition was far more extensive than 
any typical employer insurance plan (O’Connell and Watson, 2001).  


Evaluations of medical necessity will have to comply with inclusion of the 10 categories of 
care as well as prohibitions against discrimination based on age, disability, and expected length 
of life in the ACA and secretarial guidance. As noted in testimony to the committee with regard 
to potential discrimination in the application of medical necessity to persons with disabilities, 
“The central question is whether the treatment is medical in nature and whether the individual 
can be expected to medically benefit from it.”15  


                                                 
12 Personal communication with Dean Schleicher, U.S. Office of Personnel Management, July 13, 2011. 
13 Floor statement of the Honorable Bill Pascrell, Jr., (NJ) in the U.S. House of Representatives. Congressional Record—House Extension 


of Remarks. (March 21, 2010): E 462. Congressman Pascrell, a co-chair of the Congressional Brain Injury Task Force, included the following in 
his House floor statement: “The term rehabilitative and habilitative services includes items and services used to restore functional capacity, 
minimize limitations on physical and cognitive functions, and maintain or prevent deterioration of functioning as a result of an illness, injury, 
disorder or other health condition. Such services also include training of individuals with mental and physical disabilities to enhance functional 
development” [Congressional Record, E462 (March 23, 2010)]. 


14 “Screening and diagnostic services to determine physical or mental defects in recipients under age 21; and health care, treatment, and 
other measures to correct or ameliorate any defects and chronic conditions discovered” (42 CFR 440.40).  


15 See Chapter 8 in Perspectives on Essential Health Benefits: Workshop Report to be released in August 2011. 
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Clinical Policies 


Insurers’ clinical policies help address ambiguity about coverage that is not specifically 
addressed in listings of included and excluded services, and are often applied in medical 
necessity decision making. Chapter 2 presents a hierarchy of medical evidence that is used in 
developing coverage decisions and clinical policies; most services do not have randomized 
controlled trials to support them, and clinical policies are designed to identify the most objective, 
credible, and scientifically based heuristic or hierarchy of medical evidence.  


Clinical policies are not available for all conditions but are usually developed in areas where 
additional clarity is needed, a high volume of services might be anticipated, the services have 
associated high expenditures, and/or medical benefit for patients is found only under certain 
limited clinical scenarios. For example, the Massachusetts Medicaid program publishes 16 
separate guidelines for determination of medical necessity that are specific to different kinds of 
services (e.g., organ transplant, bariatric surgery). In the instance of organ transplant, the 
guidelines indicate the possibility for coverage in the case of a congenital maldevelopment, 
primary malignancy, and failure of vital organ function, among others, but do not “ordinarily” 
consider transplants necessary under certain circumstances, such as when a patient has ongoing 
systematic bacterial infection or presence of an irreversible disease (Massachusetts Department 
of Health, 2011). Many commercial plans similarly publish their clinical policies; Aetna, once 
unique in doing so, publishes hundreds of clinical policies online (Aetna, 2011). The “vast 
majority of technologies” are not selected for evaluation and are not subject to utilization 
management (e.g., pre-authorization, limits on visits) (McDonough, 2011). 


Medical necessity reviews are where the tough decisions on coverage are made, and having 
more light shed on clinical policies and review criteria would enhance understanding of whether 
EHB coverage needs to be updated and if there are areas potentially subverting the intentions of 
the required elements for consideration. It was beyond the committee’s time and resources to 
mount a systematic examination of available clinical policies, but such an evaluation could 
reveal similarities and differences in clinical policies for specific conditions, and thereby 
interpretations of the strength of the evidence basis. This could inform where evidence supports 
additional specificity on EHB inclusions, as well as could reveal whether specific limits on 
services are based on evidence and should not be considered discriminatory based on age, 
disability, and expected length of life.  


Secretarial Guidance on Medical Necessity 


The committee believes that medical necessity evaluation is an important part of benefit 
design, with the potential to enhance appropriateness of care for individuals and through that 
mechanism to enhance the value and affordability of care. The committee considered that any 
definition of medical necessity is but one aspect of helping to ensure access to appropriate care 
and that promoting transparency in medical necessity definitions, clinical policies, and appeals 
monitoring would further understanding.  
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Conclusion: The committee’s vision for the EHB is that only medically necessary (or 
appropriate) services for individuals should be covered. The committee believes that the 
concepts of individualizing care, ensuring value, and having medical necessity decisions 
strongly rooted in evidence should be reemphasized in any guidance on medical necessity. 
Inflexibility in the application of medical necessity, clinical policies, medical management, 
and limits without consideration of the circumstances of an individual case is undesirable 
and potentially discriminatory. The committee believes transparency in a rigorous appeals 
monitoring process is the primary approach to addressing the nondiscrimination provisions 
in benefit design and implementation, including medical necessity reviews.  


 
 
Rather than requiring a uniform national definition of medical necessity, the committee 


suggests the following areas for guidance to states and health plans: 
 
• A requirement for transparency in its medical necessity definition in all plans containing 


the EHB, and the disposition of at least external review case data;  
• The components of the Stanford and national settlement definitions address areas that 


should be considered part of medical necessity definitions and criteria for application 
(i.e., medical purpose, scope, evidence and value). Secretarial guidance should inform the 
breadth of the medical purposes of interventions possible under EHB; interpretation of 
the medical purpose of interventions must be broad enough to address the services 
encompassed in the 10 categories of care (e.g., habilitation, rehabilitation, prevention). 
Specifically, the criteria used for medically necessary services or services that conform to 
medical necessity are medical services that are (1) clinically appropriate for the 
individual patient, (2) based on the best scientific evidence, taking into account the 
available hierarchy of medical evidence and (3) likely to produce incremental health 
benefits relative to the next best alternative that justify any added cost. In some cases, the 
next best alternative may be no treatment at all.16 


 
These elements for the definition of medical necessity are consistent with best practices and 
supported by legal precedent (Kaminiski, 2007). The committee also encourages the development 
of new evidence; the Stanford definition language “known to be effective in improving health 
outcomes” should not preclude opportunities for innovation such as coverage with evidence 
development. 


The committee view is that there can be variation in the wording of medical necessity 
definitions, but it is the interpretation of the definitions that is most important. The new national 
requirement for an independent external review is an important step in protecting the rights of 
patients; external review will begin de novo and will be binding on the insurer. Thus, in 
contested cases, external reviewers will ultimately make the final medical necessity 
determination. Since monitoring and learning from implementation are important, the committee 
further suggests  


                                                 
16 For example, in Washington State’s administrative code (WAC 388-500-0005), “medically necessary” is a term for describing requested 


service which is reasonably calculated to prevent, diagnose, correct, cure, alleviate or prevent worsening of conditions in the client that endanger 
life, or cause suffering or pain, or result in an illness or infirmity, or threaten to cause or aggravate a handicap, or cause physical deformity or 
malfunction. There is no other equally effective, more conservative or substantially less costly course of treatment available or suitable for the 
client requesting the service. For the purpose of this section, "course of treatment" may include mere observation or, where appropriate, no 
treatment at all (MRSC, 2011). 
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• Standardized data collection and evaluation of appeals (see Chapter 7 discussion of 


planning for such data collection) and   
• Examination of clinical policies (see Chapter 7 discussion of data collection and research 


the committee supports). 
• Transparency and disclosure of data and rationale on these decisions, while protecting 


individual confidentiality. 
 


In Chapter 9, the committee recommends the establishment of a National Benefits Advisory 
Council (NBAC) to advise the Secretary on updating the EHB; as one of its functions, the NBAC 
should evaluate the nature of appeals to understand if more specific guidance is required on 
particular services. 
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6 
 


Public Deliberation  
 


Beginning with an overview of public engagement and the venues through which that is 
sought, the committee highlights the need for the public’s role in making sure that the 
essential health benefits (EHB) are responsive to user needs and in identifying the core 
societal values to guide priority setting. The unique features of “public deliberation” and its 
suitability for decision making around the EHB, per the committee’s Recommendations 1, 3, 
and 5, are explored. Examples of the use of a public deliberation process in both the private 
and the public sectors are presented. A set of guidelines for public deliberation is offered that 
the Secretary could use for informing the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
about priorities and in directing states for their own application. 


  
 


The purpose of this chapter is to provide the rationale for the committee’s support of the 
general public having a meaningful role in the design, implementation, evaluation, and updating 
of the essential health benefits (EHB) package through two important functions: (1) oversight of 
the EHB and (2) identification of social values to help guide decisions on what and how 
coverage is provided within the EHB. Most of the information here relates to this second 
function. 


THE PUBLIC VOICE 
In considering how best to capture the public voice in meaningful ways for the determination 


of the EHB package, this section explores the potential roles of the public, offers guidance to 
ensure that public processes are reasonable, and defines the value of public deliberation as a 
distinct approach that incorporates choices among covered benefits and benefit design in a 
prioritized fashion. 


In recent years there has been growing emphasis on patient engagement in health care—
helping individual patients become more active in health promotion and self-care, and 
encouraging a partnership with their physicians and other providers in planning for the services 
they receive. These efforts are especially important for managing chronic illness and facilitating 
sound treatment decisions that depend on informed patient preference. Individuals have also 
been encouraged to become informed consumers when making decisions about their health 
plans, health care services, and benefit design alternatives. Given the dramatic expansion of 
health care options, these types of patient or consumer engagement are important and necessary.  
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The Consumer Adviser 
Less evident is the role of the public in advising about health care policy decisions that affect 


society as a whole. As health care has grown in complexity, appointments of patients, 
consumers, and advocates to boards, committees, task forces, and other advisory bodies are a 
testament to the recognition that an array of stakeholder perspectives is needed on issues that 
profoundly affect people’s lives.  


There are numerous examples in which national and state bodies provide opportunities for 
consumers to comment, respond to, and offer suggestions that may affect health policy. Medicare 
has a public process for reviewing specific technologies individually. The Medicare Evidence 
Development and Coverage Advisory Committee (MEDCAC) meets in an open forum 
approximately four to eight times a year to review submitted evidence, listen to testimony, and 
deliberate about the quality of the evidence. Of the 94 at-large member positions, selected by the 
Secretary, six are reserved for patient advocates (HHS, 2010), and previously six also were 
reserved for consumer interest representatives—with one of each participating in every meeting 
(HHS, 2010). Further opportunities for public input in the service coverage determination 
process exist, as illustrated in the case of health technology assessment for Medicare decisions as 
well as in Oregon and Washington State (Table 6-1).  
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While opportunities for input are essential, they are not a substitute for formal representation 


on governing and advisory bodies. The committee believes formal representation will be 
important for the EHB if it is to attain and maintain the trust and confidence of those it serves. 


The Citizen Deliberator 
There is a third role for the public, distinct from the others: helping to reconcile the tension 


between comprehensiveness and affordability. Finding the balance between them requires strong 
political and social will, efforts that can be helped with public deliberation: “the use of critical 
thinking and reasoned argument as a way for citizens to make decisions on public policy” 
(McCoy and Scully, 2002). Deliberation does not assume consensus, but “it brings into 
consideration knowledge and judgments coming from various perspectives so that participants 
develop understandings that are informed by other views” (NRC, 1996). 


A structured interactive process can elucidate the core values by which the public ultimately 
reaches societal decisions. As long as there are far more ways to spend health care dollars than 
there are dollars to spend, these core values must play a role in deciding the coverage obligations 
of insurance and the personal obligations of individual consumers (Fleck, 2009).  


These two roles—consumer adviser and citizen deliberator—are not intended to replicate, 
substitute for, or undermine the work of legislative, regulatory, or professional bodies. The 
complexity of health care and the uncomfortable financial precipice on which it hangs requires a 
different level of discussion than those that are typically part of policy formation or rulemaking. 
A public deliberative process on tradeoffs among benefits and benefit design can help political 
and health care leaders arrive at better decisions, and going through the process of gathering 
input can help garner public support, trust and buy-in (Wynia and Schwab, 2006). 


Accountability for Reasonableness  
Using public deliberation as a component of the EHB is wholly consistent with the concept 


of “accountability for reasonableness” as described in Setting Limits Fairly (Daniels and Sabin, 
2008) and the literature on “voice” as described in Exit, Voice and Loyalty (Hirschman, 1970). In 
a pluralistic society such as the United States, there are often decisions that cannot be answered 
by science or logic, where different perspectives are competing. When deeply held values point 
to different policy decisions, the way in which these decisions are made becomes an ethical 
imperative. Daniels and Sabin’s contention is that if the decision process is fair and transparent, 
the subsequent results are more likely to be ethically justifiable and accepted as legitimate and 
fair. While some may be unhappy with the results, they should nonetheless be satisfied that the 
process for reaching those results was reasonable, participatory, and transparent. 


Four conditions contribute to being accountable for reasonableness: 


1. Publicity: Decisions that establish priorities in allocating resources for health needs 
and their rationales must be publicly accessible. 


2. Relevance: The rationales for priority-setting decisions should aim to provide a 
reasonable explanation of why the priorities selected were determined to be the best 
approach. Specifically, a rationale is reasonable if it appeals to evidence, reasons, and 
principles accepted as relevant by fair-minded people. Closely linked to this condition 
is the inclusion of a broad range of stakeholder perspectives in decision making. It is 
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crucial that both individual needs and preferences and population needs and 
preferences should be considered. 


3. Revision and appeals: There must be mechanisms for challenge and dispute and, 
more broadly, opportunities for revision and improvement of policies in light of new 
evidence or arguments. 


4. Regulative: There must be mechanisms to ensure that conditions 1, 2, and 3 are met. 
The publicity condition exposes the rationales of decision makers. 


 
These components are reflected in the recommendations of this committee, which also 
recognizes that the general public must be part of that “broad range of stakeholders in decision 
making.” 


Why Public Deliberation? 
The usual avenues for citizen input (e.g., petitions, elections, town hall meetings, telephone 


surveys) capture public opinion. However when issues are complex, are multifaceted, and 
require tradeoffs among desirable (or undesirable) approaches to a problem, understanding the 
public’s informed perspectives cannot be achieved simply by gathering public opinion (Abelson, 
2010). Not only does the content of the issue require more background information than a survey 
can provide, but the deliberative process itself takes the average citizen to a level of judgment 
that many have not experienced, moving from “What is in the best interest of me and my 
family?” to “What is in the best interest of all who are sharing in the cost and the use of these 
services?”  


There are many reasons for engaging the public on issues such as health care benefits—as a 
basis for policy development; to educate the public on the challenges of allocating finite 
resources; to give purchasers information on how their constituents respond to tradeoffs; to study 
the impact that deliberation has on the public’s views; and to motivate individuals to greater 
civic participation. It is also a powerful tool for conveying the message, “Your values count.”   


The elements of health care coverage and decision making are broad and deep. Many 
components fall under the purview of other players, such as professional associations that set 
standards for ethical practice; expert panels that develop and recommend clinical guidelines; 
researchers who study clinical effectiveness; and health plan administrators who determine if a 
treatment falls within the defined benefits package. The players most central to the use of 
medical care—physicians and patients—also have specific roles. Physicians diagnose the 
medical conditions and identify potential treatments for their individual patients. Patients 
determine which of the recommended and available treatments best meet their particular needs, 
weighing such aspects as risk-benefit tradeoffs and cost-sharing requirements.  


Yet none of these stakeholders have a unique claim on deciding what insurance should pay 
for. Insurers, legislators, and purchasers have typically been the ones to define the boundaries of 
coverage, yet as the options for coverage expand and available dollars do not, their perspectives 
cannot be assumed to reflect the views of the public, especially those to whom coverage 
decisions apply. These circumstances call for a societal perspective of how citizens get the most 
value for their health care dollar (Fleck, 2009).  


When coverage is excluded or cost-sharing is prohibitive, some will be disadvantaged. 
People with sufficient discretionary funds still will be able to pay out-of-pocket for uncovered 
services, while individuals without those resources will not. If the process for determining where 
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the lines for coverage are drawn is reasonable and transparent, the results may be unfortunate for 
some, but they are not unfair. 


COMPONENTS OF PUBLIC DELIBERATION PROCESSES 
Productive processes for identifying public values as a component of determining the benefit 


package require attention to four elements: (1) specifying the issues that the public is being asked 
to address; (2) developing and conducting an effective process; (3) interpreting and using the 
findings to inform policy decisions; and (4) integrating transparency and accountability.  


Specifying the Issues for the Public to Address 
Public deliberation processes can be applied to a wide variety of coverage, policy, and 


practice issues. For the purpose of the EHB, the committee believes that certain deliberative 
questions are particularly relevant:  


• When considering the many types of medical problems that could be covered by health 
insurance, what makes some a higher priority than others? 


• How should we determine the limits to when, how, and what medical treatments should 
be covered?  


• What is the preferred balance between various cost-controlling measures, such as 
comprehensiveness of coverage, cost-sharing, utilization management, extent of provider 
network, et cetera? 


• What role should incentives play in encouraging high-value care and discouraging low-
value interventions?  


• If disadvantaged groups have different needs and priorities than others, what is society’s 
responsibility to address those needs?  


• When assessing the benefit of a medical treatment, how should the cost of the treatment 
be factored into coverage policy? When resources are limited, what is considered a “good 
value”?  


• If the costs of life-extending interventions are prohibitive, is it acceptable to insist on 
lower prices as a condition of coverage inclusion? 


• If research shows that some physicians or hospitals deliver lower-quality care than others, 
should this be relevant to benefits design?   


• What should we expect of individuals in terms of their personal health care 
responsibility? 


• If some treatments are proven to be ineffective, what impact should this have on coverage 
policy? 


 
Many of the questions refer to priority-setting that directly impacts patients or consumers. 


There are additional ways to tackle cost inflation that do not involve consumer compromises so 
directly. However, the issues most appropriate for public deliberation about coverage are those 
that present tradeoffs affecting consumers directly. In essence, the process is stating that “some 
choices have to be made about what we are going to pay for using the limited funds in our 
insurance pool. Because you are part of this pool, we need you to be involved in making these 
choices.” 
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Although this focus is on consumer tradeoffs, priority-setting by the public should not be in 
lieu of other stakeholders—providers, insurers, pharmaceutical companies, device 
manufacturers, and others—taking necessary actions to reduce their own costs for the sake of a 
more efficient and responsible system. The concept of shared responsibility must apply 
throughout the EHB program, and to expect sacrifice solely by the public is both unrealistic and 
unfair.  


Developing and Conducting an Effective Deliberative Process 
There are components of deliberation that distinguish it from focus groups, town hall 


meetings, and other means of public input. These latter methods elicit public opinion, reflecting 
general perspectives and level of knowledge at a certain time. However, public opinion does not 
capture public values—those core beliefs and convictions that surface when people have the time 
and opportunity to probe their reflexive judgments and weigh difficult options carefully (Abelson 
et al., 2003).  


The credibility of a deliberative process relies on careful attention to its design and 
execution. A commonly used format for deliberative processes is a group session with multiple 
interactive segments. Participants learn the issue or dilemma, consider alternative approaches, 
choose options, voice perspectives, hear the views of others, debate choices, and identify 
common ground (Abelson, 2010). Since the alternative approaches all have advantages and 
disadvantages, deliberation means taking the time to weigh and discuss each, uncovering 
personal and societal convictions about what can and cannot be compromised.  


When conducted by skilled, impartial facilitators, deliberation is always interactive, where 
demographically represented members have a chance to give their own perspectives and hear the 
views of others. Most important, deliberation deals with explicit tradeoffs, where decisions to 
accept one course of action invariably mean giving up a different one. Thus, a deliberative 
process for EHB must be structured around a finite budget or specific ranking where 
participants’ decisions explicitly reveal a hierarchy of evaluation. It is this hierarchy requirement 
that encourages participants to consider carefully what has most value and why.  


The discussion process incorporates common vernacular and experiences of the lay public. 
Seeing how these options apply in real-life situations allows people to grasp their relevance and 
assess the impact on themselves and on others. Developing the discussion protocol—how 
participants are introduced to the dilemmas, the examples of situations that illustrate the 
“conflict,” the process of individual and group decisions—is generally done by experts skilled in 
deliberative methods. The legitimacy of the process hinges on the extent to which these sessions 
are (and are perceived to be) factually accurate, balanced, unbiased, representative, and designed 
commensurate with the knowledge and abilities of the lay public (Fleck, 2009). Other parameters 
that also speak to the credibility of the process include the following: 


 
• Number of sessions. These sessions are far more labor-intensive than phone surveys, 


so the number of participants will likely be smaller. While 10 small group sessions 
(totaling about 120 people) can provide the full range of views, some stakeholders 
may feel that more sessions are needed for the process and results to be credible to the 
wider public. Available time and funding often dictate the number of groups that can 
be conducted.  


• Location of sessions. Geographic diversity is especially important given the variety of 
populations that reside within states and the nation as a whole. 
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• Length of sessions. Two- to three-hour discussions are common; more extensive 
meetings (half-day to multi-day) yield more and richer results but are not always 
practical. 


• Participant sample. The target population needs to be defined, whether it is those 
who are expected to use insurance defined by the EHB, the general public, or 
particular subsets of the population. Diversity of other demographic features (age, 
gender, insurance status, ethnicity, education, household income, etc.) is also 
important. Although most groups are heterogeneous, at times homogeneous group 
discussions (such as all Spanish-language or adult disabled groups) are needed to 
truly capture some unique perspectives. With fewer participants than in a phone 
survey, attention to representative sampling will help instill confidence in the 
integrity of the effort.  


• Recruitment strategies. These vary from asking the help of local organizations to 
posting notices, using professional recruitment firms, and other methods. The more 
professional the recruitment process, the more likely is demographic representation to 
be achieved.  


• Facilitation. Sessions should be facilitated by experienced, neutral professionals who 
have no vested interest in the outcome or ties to stakeholder groups. While the 
discussion protocol is the building block for a credible process, it is the facilitation 
that determines how participants engage and the impartiality with which the sessions 
are conducted.  


• Respecting privacy of participants. For participants to feel that they can speak freely 
and openly, they must know that their words will not be publicly attributed to them. 
While the names of all participants and the transcripts should be publicly available, 
individual comments should not be identified by name or demographic 
characteristics. 


• Participant feedback. There are a variety of ways to assess the success of deliberative 
sessions, including the reactions of the participants themselves. Post-discussion 
surveys can determine how participants responded to the process and their assessment 
of whether it met the goals of being inclusive and balanced.  


 
While the target groups for deliberative participation are typically those most likely to be 


subject to the coverage limits, other stakeholders can benefit by observing the deliberative 
sessions or being participants in separate sessions.1 Policy and health care leaders usually have 
no more experience in having to prioritize health care benefits than does the general public. 
Experiencing the challenges—and noting where these elites do and do not make decisions 
differently from others—can be an eye-opener for policy experts.  


                                                 


1 For example, a deliberative prioritization process (CHAT) was conducted as a two-hour educational program with 18 business and health 
care groups in 2009-2010 totaling 250 people. In response to this post-discussion question, Which statement most closely represents your view 
about participating in this CHAT session, 32 percent responded, This will affect how I consider coverage policy in the future; 63 percent 
responded, This has given me something to think about; 5 percent responded, No new information but it was enjoyable; none responded, This was 
not a good use of my time (Source: Center for Healthcare Decisions, unpublished data). 
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 Interpreting and Using the Findings to Inform Policy Decisions 
When deliberative sessions involve larger numbers of participants, quantitative data can be 


collected and analyzed, but the most meaningful findings from sessions of any size are 
qualitative: the reasoning and rationale for participants’ choices. These qualitative data are 
derived from transcripts (audio and/or video) of session recordings.  


Just as the development of the discussion protocol and the facilitation of the sessions should 
be objective and nonpartisan, so should the interpretation of the findings and the development of 
conclusions or recommendations. The group given this task could include different players, those 
intimately involved with the deliberations and those who might bring “fresh eyes” to reviewing 
the transcripts and conclusions.  


Most importantly, these findings should be used to inform policy decisions and public 
education (Sabik and Lie, 2008). This does not mean that everything the public values takes 
precedence over all other considerations, but the results should not be ignored or given only 
token attention. The success of the EHB structure will depend to a large extent on trust by the 
public—as those whose insurance is defined by the EHB, as taxpayers, and as interested and 
concerned citizens—and this trust will be damaged if deliberation is viewed as window-dressing. 
Building public deliberation into the EHB process can also contribute to public understanding of 
the need to make tough choices about the allocation of health care resources.  


An effective process will have a public communication plan for both the process and its 
findings, with targeted audiences including the decision makers, the participants, the general 
public, and the entities to which the decision makers are accountable. Inattentiveness to the 
communication plan can jeopardize the acceptance of the findings, but an effective 
communication plan can help to build consensus. 


Integrating Transparency and Accountability  
The need for transparency extends beyond a communication plan. Indeed it should be 


embedded in the deliberative process as a “way of doing work.” The three components of public 
deliberation—specifying the issue, developing and conducting the process, and interpreting and 
using the findings—each must be fully transparent to those participating and those on the 
periphery. Transparency and accountability are the responsibility of the authority ultimately 
charged with making the EHB determination—the Secretary or the designated state unit. 
Specifically, these may be manifested in actions such as the following:  


 
• Forming an advisory committee—with representatives of various stakeholders, 


including consumers and consumer advocates—to provide oversight to the public 
deliberation process; 


• Publicizing information on why public deliberation processes are being conducted; 
• Providing opportunities for others to offer suggestions for deliberative topics;  
• Making available transcripts and qualitative data (redacted to maintain confidentiality 


of participants’ individual comments) to the public on request; 
• Making available a draft version of the analysis for review and comment prior to the 


final version; and  
• Conducting a public session at the completion of the analysis to present it to and get 


feedback from policy leaders.  
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EXAMPLES OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND DELIBERATIVE 
PROCESSES 


For many years, a number of organizations in this country have developed and/or conducted 
civic deliberation on a wide variety of public policy issues. The academic community also 
studies civic deliberation, learning how the public reaches informed decisions, the strength of 
those decisions, and the impact this has on individuals’ sense of civic duty. However the most 
noteworthy use of public deliberation to help inform new health care policy was in Oregon in 
1989.  


Oregon Health Plan 
As part of the Oregon Health Plan to expand Medicaid to more Oregon residents, Oregon’s 


Senate Bill 27 of 1989 required the Health Services Commission to “actively solicit public input 
through a community meetings process” (Oregon Health Decisions, 1990). The architects of the 
plan recognized that defining a “basic” level of care “must be based on criteria that are publicly 
debated, reflect a consensus of social values, and consider the good of society as a whole” (DHS, 
2006). Although a variety of tools were used to gain public input, the initial citizen discussion 
groups provided the commission with a set of core values to help guide the prioritization process. 
These discussion groups used a vignette approach, illustrating a range of health care situations 
and the impact they had on individuals. In 47 small group discussions around the state, skilled 
facilitators asked participants to rank-order the vignettes by their importance for health care 
coverage and then to discuss their rationale for the rankings. The purpose was not to ascertain a 
numerical score but to identify the reasoning people used in considering their prioritizations. 
Understanding the relative importance of various states of health and the significance of different 
medical problems for individuals and for society helped the Health Services Commission craft its 
initial set of coverage categories.  


These community discussions, while thoughtfully and professionally constructed and 
analyzed, were subject to much criticism because they did not include the necessary 
demographic diversity. This failure to meet the criterion of an appropriate participant sample was 
the consequence of insufficient funding to support the effort needed to find, recruit, and provide 
stipends to those on Medicaid or those who would qualify under the new state health plan. Thus, 
these meetings were overrepresented by well-educated, higher-income individuals, many of 
whom were health care professionals. 


Nevertheless, Oregon’s long-standing commitment to public participation at all stages and 
organizational levels is well demonstrated. There is consumer representation on the commission, 
and meetings are held publicly at least once a month, with the opportunity for both public 
testimony and review of draft reports and recommendations (Menon and Stafinski, 2011; Oregon 
Health Policy Board, 2011). 


One of the most unique aspects of the Oregon Health Plan, however, was not public 
engagement per se. It was that the Oregon legislation required that a process to identify public 
values be a component and that the results were incorporated into the structure of the plan. Other 
known instances where public deliberation was instrumental in effecting coverage expansion 
plans were in the communities of Muskegon, Michigan (Fronstin and Lee, 2005),2 and 


                                                 


2 Personal communication with Vondie Woodbury, Muskegon County Health Project, February 2007. 
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Galveston, Texas (Danis et al., 2010). They both used public prioritization processes in 
establishing plans for low-income employees of small businesses.  


Both of these communities had separate funding to help underwrite the costs of the 
deliberative processes. To avoid situations like Oregon’s where the meetings were conducted on 
a shoestring budget, national and state leaders may have to ask the philanthropy community to 
help fund these efforts. In most cases, deliberative sessions are held episodically, so the funding 
needed is usually short term.  


Public Sector Interest  
In the past five years, prior to the passage of the ACA, several states have sponsored, 


organized, and conducted public deliberation sessions to help inform coverage expansion plans 
in their states.  


The state departments of insurance of Oklahoma, Ohio, Montana, and North Dakota, under 
the direction of their state commissioners, all sponsored statewide discussion groups to identify 
core values and priorities for coverage for the uninsured. Although implementation of these 
health care expansion programs was stalled because of the economic downturn, the results of the 
deliberative sessions were useful in providing direction for policy leaders (Danis et al., 2010; 
North Dakota Insurance Department, 2011; Ohio Department of Insurance, 2009; State of 
Oklahoma, 2009).  


In California in 2004, a public deliberation project was conducted with adult disabled 
Medicaid beneficiaries (Danis et al., 2006; Ginsburg and Glasmire, 2004). This was designed to 
see how recipients themselves would construct a benefits package that had to incorporate a 15 
percent cut in the cost of coverage, the projected size of the proposed Medi-Cal budget reduction 
that year. State officials watched this project with interest, which provided them with important 
information and insights regarding recipients’ views and priorities.3  


Private Sector Interest 
A deliberative tool called CHAT (see details below) opened up opportunities for employers 


to engage their employees in priority-setting for health plan benefits. The early 2000s brought 
rapidly rising premiums, and anxious employers were seeking ways both to educate their 
employees about the challenges of maintaining affordable health coverage and to gain input on 
the coverage issues that were especially critical to them. Allina Foundation in Minnesota 
sponsored a statewide project with the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce in 2001 (Minnesota 
Chamber of Commerce and The Allina Foundation, 2001). The Center for Healthcare Decisions 
conducted two projects in the greater Sacramento region in 2002 (Danis et al., 2007) and 2006 
(Ginsburg et al., 2006), engaging diverse groups of employees in decisions on, respectively, what 
aspects of coverage were most important for their company’s health insurance and what 
constitutes the elements of a basic health plan for the uninsured. While the primary intent of the 
first project was to help employees gain knowledge and insights about health plan coverage 
limits, at least two employers used the results to help inform their own health plan changes 
(Danis et al., 2010).  


                                                 


3 Personal communication with Kim Belshe, former Secretary, California Department of Health and Human Services, July 5, 2011.  
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CHAT (Choosing Healthplans All Together)  
One particular tool for decision making has received considerable attention in the past 10 


years. Developed in 1998 by two bioethicists—Drs. Susan Dorr Goold at the University of 
Michigan and Marion Danis at the National Institutes of Health—CHAT is a simulation exercise 
for designing a benefits package when there are more options than there are available funds 
(Goold et al., 2005). This small group process requires participants (as individuals and as a 
group) to make choices among competing health care priorities. It is typically conducted with 
each participant using an individual laptop before coverage decisions must be made as a group. 
The flexibility of the CHAT software allows the options to be modified as needed to expose 
participants to the specific choices and tradeoffs that are relevant to the policy issues being 
explored. An actuarial analysis is incorporated into the CHAT model to ensure that choices are a 
realistic representation of actual costs.  


Among the tradeoffs that can be represented are such competing priorities as ranges of 
provider choice, degrees of cost-sharing, types of cost-sharing, extent of coverage categories, 
types of treatment available, utilization oversight, and standards of treatment effectiveness, 
among others. The descriptions use terms and concepts that are understood by the average 
consumer. Quantitative data are easy to capture, but the dominant feature of the process is the 
interactive dialogue, debate, and negotiation that takes place when a group of 12-15 participants 
seeks agreement on what aspects of coverage are most important and why. In the United States, 
CHAT has been used in at least 10 states to help inform state and community leaders about 
covered benefits and benefit design, including those mentioned previously under the 
Departments of Insurance. In California, CHAT has been used with insured employees, 
Medicaid beneficiaries, the uninsured, health care professionals, and policy leaders and as an 
educational program for health care and business leadership development (CHCD, 2011; 
Ginsburg and Glasmire, 2007; NIH, 2011).  


CHAT is not the only way to conduct public deliberation about benefits. Less time-intensive 
and technology-dependent formats can be developed, and other processes have been used for 
topics related to resource allocation decisions (CHCD, 2009; CHCD and Sacramento HealthCare 
Decisions, 2001, 2006; Gold et al., 2007). Deliberative processes on other aspects of health care 
(and other public policy issues) are conducted in communities across the country by Public 
Agenda, National Issues Forum, AmericaSpeaks, Viewpoint Learning, and other organizations.  


Participants’ Reaction 


Policy leaders may wonder if the public might regard its participation in coverage decisions 
with suspicion or resentment. This was a particular concern when the Center for Healthcare 
Decisions (CHCD) conducted deliberative sessions with adult disabled Medi-Cal beneficiaries, 
as referenced earlier in this chapter. CHCD thought that participants would be outraged at the 
idea of being asked to make decisions that would reduce their own benefits (which, in fact, was 
their assignment using the CHAT process). Surprisingly, the general response was, We know the 
state is talking about cutting Medi-Cal; we’d rather have a say in this than be ignored. A post-
CHAT survey question reflected this sentiment:   


 
 
 
 







Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.


Essential Health Benefits:  Balancing Coverage and Costs


6-14                                                                                                           ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS  


PREPUBLICATION COPY: UNCORRECTED PROOFS 


TABLE 6-2 CHAT Results from Medi-Cal Survey of Users’ Views on Public Input in Areas of Budget 
Cut 


Agree or Disagree: If the Medi-Cal budget is cut, I think it is important for Medi-Cal users to have a role 
in deciding how the cuts are made (N = 131) 


   Agree strongly 89% 
   Agree somewhat  5% 
   Disagree somewhat   2% 
   Disagree strongly   2% 
   Not sure  1% 


SOURCE: Ginsburg and Glasmire, 2004. 
 


SUMMARY OF GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
At every step of their work, national and state entities responsible for the definition and 


refining of EHB should ensure meaningful and visible public participation. There are two broad 
areas in which guidelines regarding public participation are relevant: (1) in the oversight of the 
EHB program and (2) in the identification of social values to help guide decisions on what and 
how coverage is provided within the EHB. These guidelines are consistent with the criteria 
outlined in Figure S-2 and include the following: 


 
• State EHB governing bodies, also known as the state exchanges, ensure that the 


consumer or citizen voice is an active one in the development, operations, and evaluation 
of the EHB. This may be best achieved through advisory committees and/or other means 
of public input and participation.  


• A credible process for establishing the EHB includes a public deliberation component. 
These structured, interactive group sessions identify the values and priorities of key 
constituents (such as people whose insurance is defined by the EHB) and are germane to 
establishing the EHB.  


• A public deliberation process is also recommended when seeking approval of state 
waivers, and at other times when meaningful changes in benefits structure are being 
considered. When these are conducted at the state level, these processes are under the 
direction of the exchange governing body or its designate. 


• Public deliberation processes follow protocols that ensure they will be nonpartisan, 
reasonably representative and inclusive, and professionally designed, executed, and 
analyzed. The deliberative sessions are in sufficient number so as to produce meaningful 
and trustworthy findings. 


• The findings and recommendations of deliberative sessions are made public (and open to 
public comment) prior to final reporting. 


• Development of or changes in the EHB are accompanied by an explanation of how they 
relate to the findings of the relevant deliberative processes. 
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The values of an informed public are not always determinative. The concerns of public health 
and legislative leaders and issues of social justice (particularly relating to vulnerable populations) 
may take precedence over some of the priorities identified by the general public. Ultimately, 
policy leaders are responsible for balancing the needs and interests of multiple stakeholders with 
diverse concerns. Yet the inevitability of limit-setting requires a nonpartisan, transparent process 
for eliciting the core values of key players, including taxpayers and health plan enrollees. Health 
care has always been steeped in tradeoffs; this fact is simply more apparent now. Incorporating 
an informed citizen perspective can make these tradeoffs more responsible, responsive, and 
acceptable to the public.  
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Program Monitoring and Research 
 


 Anticipating the need for data collection and research to support the process of 
updating the essential health benefits (EHB), the committee recommends that planning and 
development of a research strategy begin now. HHS in collaboration with groups such as (1) 
the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) can help promote 
standardization to enhance comparisons of state-based data (such as categories of benefits, 
design elements, medical necessity processes, and appeals) and (2) Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) component agencies, the Department of Labor, and others can 
develop a complementary research agenda to enable updates to the EHB to be more specific, 
evidence-based, and value promoting. This chapter explores some aspects of data collection 
for program monitoring and development of a research agenda, with a call for development 
of the infrastructure to support the strategy and public access to data for analytic purposes.  


 


 
An effective strategy for updating the essential health benefits (EHB) will require that the 


Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) be prepared to respond to the changing health 
care environment. Over time, new medical care technologies will be introduced, clinical research 
will gain new insights, provider practices and patient needs will change, what is affordable will 
have to be considered, and societal preferences will shift. Furthermore, the design of insurance 
company products, employer offer rates, and consumer preferences will all affect the future 
private insurance landscape. An effective EHB updating process must be able to identify the key 
changes that are occurring and develop approaches to respond to those changes. This will require 
coordinated and thoughtful monitoring and research. The Institute of Medicine (IOM) committee 
draws a distinction between monitoring—efforts to describe what is occurring as the EHB are 
implemented into insurance offerings—and research—efforts to create generalizable knowledge 
about the implications of the varied responses in markets across the states. Additionally, 
emerging evidence on medical advances needs to be evaluated to determine whether specific 
changes to the EHB definition are warranted, that is, whether new evidence changes the relative 
value of a particular drug, device, service, or category of care delivery. The committee envisions 
that this type of monitoring and research will be used directly by the Secretary in considering 
updates to the EHB. The committee calls on the Secretary to ensure that the necessary 
infrastructure is in place to answer the key questions. 


The committee recognizes that the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
contains numerous elements that require monitoring, research, and oversight, such as the 
implementation of health insurance exchanges or expansion of the traditional Medicaid program. 
The EHB are just one of many areas requiring attention by HHS. Although the committee 
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focuses here on the monitoring and research needs relevant to the EHB, it recognizes that the 
optimal strategy within HHS is likely to be a coordinated approach across all areas. With respect 
to the EHB, monitoring and research can 


 
• Provide input into the process of updating the EHB, 
• Contribute to addressing questions in the Section 1302 required reports to 


Congress and the public,  
• Monitor for discriminatory practices and balance as a result of initial EHB 


definition and its implementation, and  
• Assess the impact of the EHB on consumers, employers, health care providers, 


insurers, and governments at the state and local levels.  
 


Congress, in Section 1302 of the ACA in particular, calls out an interest in any problems 
related to access, methods for incorporating evidence of medical advances into the EHB, ideas 
about how best to close any gaps observed in access or changes to evidence, and assessing the 
cost implications of potential changes to the EHB. The committee also believes that HHS will 
want to know whether initial guidance on the EHB is achieving an appropriate balance between 
cost and coverage; how specific design elements and medical necessity determination processes 
can affect care delivered, outcomes and value; whether rates of participation by consumers, 
employers, and insurers are affected by the EHB; how the EHB package can be updated to 
become more evidence-based and value promoting; and the impact on the composition of 
exchange participation on premiums (e.g., greater or lesser participation by employers and 
individuals). 


SETTING A RESEARCH FRAMEWORK FOR DATA COLLECTION 
AND ANALYSIS  


The committee believes the monitoring and research strategy related to the EHB should be 
articulated thoughtfully as soon as possible to enhance planning efforts, allocate necessary 
resources, and align priorities for collecting comparable data among different stakeholders. A 
systematic pursuit of this strategy is consistent with creating a learning health care system (IOM, 
2007, 2011). Such a strategy should engage stakeholders in ensuring that the right questions are 
being asked, that the purposes for the collected data are clear, that modifications to the EHB are 
justified and fair, that the EHB are becoming increasingly evidence-based over time, and that the 
country is spending its tax dollars (and enrollees their premium dollars) effectively and 
efficiently.  


State oversight is important during approval of plan offerings, implementation, and through 
appeals. The state and federal health insurance exchanges are responsible for determining which 
health plans are qualified to operate in the exchange and can serve as a primary data source for 
what is happening across states and over time in response to the Secretary’s guidance. The EHB 
are also required for incorporation in all non-grandfathered individual and small employer 
policies offered outside the exchange; such plan oversight would be outside of exchange 
operations, but under the aegis of state insurance commissioners. Thus, oversight responsibility 
cannot lay solely with exchanges. Ideally, state departments of insurance will actively take on the 
responsibility to protect against adverse selection and discriminatory practices in their 
jurisdiction; it important that health plans, in and out of the exchanges, are complying with 
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requirements of the EHB package and not using benefit design and administration to risk select 
or deny access to care. Additionally, EHB are to be incorporated in new Medicaid benchmark, 
benchmark equivalent, and state basic health insurance instruments; these will be under a 
separate state agency, also reporting to Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services [CMS]. 


Leveraging these potential state level data resources will require providing clarity and 
standardization in data collection (e.g., categorization of included benefits; descriptions of plan 
limits, types of treatments and conditions that are the subject of appeals), which will in turn 
improve opportunities for the analysis of comparative data. State collection and reporting of data 
can be a condition of states receiving federal funding to establish the exchanges; notably, federal 
funding of state exchanges is time limited. Insurer reporting of plan content however, will be a 
condition of a qualified health plan. This will also offer insight beyond the exchange due to the 
requirement that for insurers participating in the exchange, the same plans be offered outside as 
in. Insurers will likely be contracting with one or more external independent review 
organizations; these could be required to report appeals data. If state regulatory systems will not 
already for example, compile and publicly report appeals data, in a way that is useful for 
evaluating EHB implementation and nondiscrimination, then additional support may be 
necessary for data provided to the Secretary. There is urgency in having guidance on required 
data collection for exchanges, regulatory agencies, and insurance companies. These expectations 
must be incorporated into planning in preparation for operation starting on January 1, 2014.  


Tradeoffs are inevitable in setting the degree of data mining against the available resources 
(both cost and administrative burden) to collect and analyze data in order to ensure that 
implementation is achieving its goals and consumers are protected. Thus, priorities need to be set 
for available state and federal spending on monitoring and analysis. Some of the data collection 
and reporting would be part of normal state operations, but others might require additional 
resources. The exchanges and state insurance regulators will not be the only repositories of 
pertinent data; other state and federal sources might have to be mined to assess factors such as 
the size of the uninsured population, consumer satisfaction, health care utilization, quality of 
care, health status, and employer characteristics.  


In Recommendation 2a, the committee calls on the Secretary to establish a framework for 
data collection and research; this framework should be developed with advice from the National 
Benefits Advisory Council (Recommendation 5 in Chapter 9).  
 


Recommendation 2a: By January 1, 2013, the Secretary should establish a framework for 
obtaining and analyzing data necessary for monitoring implementation and updating of the 
EHB. The framework should account for 
 


• Changes related to providers such as payment rates, contracting mechanisms, financial 
incentives, and scope and organization of practice; 


• Changes related to patients and consumers such as demographics, health status, disease 
burden, and problems with access; and  


• Changes related to health plans such as characteristics of plans (inclusions, exclusions, 
limitations), cost-sharing practices, patterns of enrollment and disenrollment, network 
configuration, medical management programs (including medical necessity 
determination processes), value-based insurance design, and types of external appeals, 
risk selection, solvency, and impact of the ACA-mandated limits on deductibles, 
copayments, and out-of-pocket spending on the ability of plans to offer acceptable 
products. 
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Creating a Responsive and Efficient Research Infrastructure 
Furthermore, the committee recommends that the Secretary establish an infrastructure for this 


enterprise by engaging appropriate HHS components (e.g., CMS, Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality [AHRQ], Food and Drug Administration [FDA], National Institutes of 
Health [NIH], Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation [ASPE], Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention [CDC]) and other federal agencies (e.g., Department of Labor 
[DOL], Office of Personnel Management [OPM], U.S. Census Bureau) and coordinating their 
expertise, data, and resources to fulfill research needs within and outside government (IOM, 
2002, 2009). CMS is the likely repository for exchange data as well as data from benchmark 
plans. Others such as Kaiser/HRET Employer Health Benefits Survey monitor employer benefit 
changes over time (KFF and HRET, 2010). Additionally, these activities will generate many 
questions of comparative effectiveness. Close collaboration with the Patient-Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute (PCORI) will help to ensure that its research agenda considers these questions. 


The Secretary must make the essential information needed for research by outside parties, 
including the standardized data collected from the EHB implementation processes as well as 
utilization and outcomes data from federal payers (Medicare, Medicaid), available in a timely, 
open, and streamlined way, just as HHS has sponsored access to other departmental data (e.g., 
www. health.data.gov). Private insurers must be encouraged and incentivized to collaborate in a 
similarly streamlined and open fashion. Strict attention to issues of data security and 
confidentiality, including compliance with all federal and state laws and regulations, must be 
maintained throughout the process.  


To ensure research is conducted in accord with the highest scientific standards, the 
committee suggests that the Secretary charge the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 
with responsibility for managing the processes of soliciting, reviewing, funding, and overseeing 
this research agenda.  


 
Recommendation 2b: The Secretary should establish an appropriate infrastructure for 
implementing this framework that engages and coordinates the efforts of all of the appropriate 
HHS and other federal agencies in producing and analyzing the necessary data in a timely 
manner. These data should be made easily accessible and affordable for public use.  


 


PROGRAM MONITORING AND RESEARCH  
The committee offers some guidance for the implementation of these recommendations in 


terms of data collection via the exchanges and other sources, as well as some illustrative research 
questions. 


Learning from the Exchanges and State Regulators 
The EHB package will become a standard setter for the content of health insurance beyond 


the health exchange, but HHS can learn from those operating exchanges and state regulators how 
the EHB are incorporated into health insurance products, what benefit design components are 
utilized to meet the coverage and premium requirements, how consumer preferences in the 
market (e.g., for high-deductible plans) would relate to the scope and inclusiveness of the benefit 
package and its associated benefit design and premiums, and through the benefit determination 
and appeals process, concerns about access to specific benefits or for diverse segments of the 
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population. Standardized approaches to defining data elements and collecting data from insurers 
will be essential for HHS to be able to analyze trends. The health insurance exchanges (HIEs) 
will also be better able to understand and improve the benefit design and administration process 
if they can compare their experiences with those of other exchanges.  


A second objective for the exchanges is to determine whether consumers understand the 
choices they are being offered. The ACA calls for designing plan materials that are simple and 
easy for most people to understand.1 A key aspect of the information that is to be communicated 
in these materials is the scope of benefits, inclusions and exclusions, and premiums. 


Improving Standardization  


The EHB definition process offers HHS an opportunity to lead the standardization of 
categories of benefits and to increase the specificity with which inclusions and exclusions of 
services are presented. The methods of data collection and EHB articulation can and will set 
standards for commercial industry practices—which will be subject to intense scrutiny and 
pressure. Like DOL, the committee found it difficult to make side-by-side comparisons among 
plans because of a lack of consistency in categories and degree of specificity. This is the same 
challenge faced by consumers who are trying to choose between health plans and was likely part 
of the impetus for the ACA requiring work to improve consumers’ ability to understand their 
choices. 


If reporting by the 10 categories is considered desirable (e.g., utilization or expenditures 
patterns), several issues arise. First, the essential health benefits list would have to identify what 
services fall within each category. Secondly, the 10 ACA categories do not match other payer 
methodologies, such as those used by Medicare or commercial providers. For example, insurance 
contracts, provider agreements, and current data tracking typically are based on location (e.g., 
inpatient versus ambulatory) and type of provider (e.g., hospital versus physician). However, the 
10 EHB categories also include treatment, condition, and age, which will bridge multiple 
categories. It may prove difficult within the current coding conventions used by public and 
private payers to categorize services offered or delivered into the 10 EHB categories reliably.  


The Secretary, in conjunction with the National Benefits Advisory Council (NBAC), should 
engage state insurance commissioners and the National Association of Insurance Commissioners 
(NAIC) to facilitate setting standards for collection and uniform reporting of state-based data 
from subscriber contracts approved by states, just as HHS is working with insurance 
commissioners, health plans, and actuaries to standardize the collection of premium information 
and the disclosure of insurance contract information to consumers.2  


                                                 


1 § 2715. 
2 The Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) oversees ACA Consumer Assistance Program Grants, grants to 


assist states in establishing, expanding, or supporting consumer assistance programs. These grant funds must be used to support activities such as 
assisting consumers in filing complaints and appeals, collecting data on problems and inquiries encountered by consumers, educating consumers 
regarding the their rights and responsibilities in health plans and insurance coverage, and resolving problems with obtaining the tax credits 
specified by the law (CCIIO, 2010). NAIC has an online portal, Insure U, which provides consumers with an array of easily understandable 
resources for assistance in purchasing health insurance (NAIC, 2011). 
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Types of State-Based Data for Oversight 


States currently review subscriber contracts (or “forms”) to ascertain whether licensed health 
insurers are complying with state laws. The scope and nature of those reviews varies by state. 
HHS should work with states to standardize and collect information from these contracts, 
including at a minimum 


 
1. Benefits covered and excluded at the plan level, with particular attention to the level 


of specificity at which those services and items are described, future approaches to 
categorization as specificity increases, and how the specificity of coverage varies 
across insurers now and over time;  


2. Objective limits to services within covered categories—usually defined as service 
limits (e.g., number of office visits) to reveal general norms; 


3. Exception language; 
4. Coverage of new approaches to prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and management; 
5. Categories and levels of cost-sharing and state or health insurer innovations such as 


value-based insurance design; 
6. Terms and conditions including medical necessity,3 network limitation, and prior 


authorization; and 
7. Rates of review and approval related to medical necessity, and specification of types 


of medical necessity review (e.g., by condition, treatment, coverage categories). 
 
Items 1 through 4 will assist the Secretary in updating the EHB definition and ensuring balance 
and nondiscrimination by describing current variation in EHB implementation, coverage limits, 
exceptions, and trends in covering new technologies or other interventions. Items 5 and 6 will 
make clearer the landscape in benefit design, an important consideration in understanding trends 
in premium prices related to the EHB and measuring the impact of such benefit designs; 
although the Secretary is not to preclude insurers from using various utilization management 
techniques, there is a requirement in Section 1302 to ensure that coverage decisions, 
reimbursement rates, incentive programs, or designs of benefits are not discriminatory on the 
basis of age, disability, or expected length of life, while Section 1557 explicitly pertains to 
nondiscrimination based on race, national origin, and gender. Furthermore, item 7 uses the 
strengthened appeals process in the ACA as a source of information for monitoring the various 
nondiscrimination factors in the required elements for consideration of Section 1302. Finally, to 
the extent feasible, any information collected in the monitoring and oversight process should 
include demographic data so that disparities and discrimination can be identified and 
rectified. Box 2-2 in chapter 2 additionally elaborates on the type of data that should be collected 
from plans, including quality, utilization, and outcomes data to fully understand benefit design as 
implemented. 


ACA leaves most oversight of health plans to the states, as is true today. As such, the 
exchanges and regulators are likely to derive considerable utility themselves from the 
information collected in each of these items. The Secretary will provide a significant service by 
collecting and compiling this information and supplying analyses back to these local entities. 
                                                 


3 Ideally, data collection should include data on all medical necessity determinations, or at least on all denials, not just those that result in an 
appeal, but that may depend on the willingness of insurers to share such data and state requirements. Insurers elect to have a different number of 
review levels internally; Colorado requires public reporting on all internal second level reviews (State of Colorado, 2010). 
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This work should be closely coordinated with other work set forth by the ACA and currently 
being done by HHS in two areas: 


 
1. Efforts by the HHS Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight 


(CCIIO), the NAIC, and state insurance departments to articulate standards for 
disclosure to consumers of subscriber contract elements. These standards should 
incorporate elements required for EHB specification.4 


2. The monitoring of state-based exchanges to be conducted by CCIIO for purposes 
other than EHB definition, such as governance and administrative operations, 
certification of qualified health plans, the development of plan levels (e.g., gold, 
silver metal levels), and risk adjustment. Exchanges should not have to deal with 
multiple monitoring requests from multiple HHS program areas.  


 
Standardization of terms and classification of services into categories is designed to improve 


comparisons. The committee anticipates that innovation in insurance products will continue and 
that classifying and analyzing these changes will be facilitated by the use of standardized 
definitions. Over time, some innovations may require updates to the nature and detail of the 
information being collected. As with the EHB, the committee does not believe the research and 
monitoring enterprises will be static. 


External Appeals Information 


Although the states are charged with monitoring and taking action with respect to appeals, 
this information would be useful to the Secretary in signaling whether frequently denied 
treatments indicate uncertainty due to a lack of evidence, changing medical indications that may 
require study, or lack of clarity about whether the treatment is included as part of the EHB. In 
addition, the committee recommends that data on appeals serve as the best approach for 
monitoring the “required elements for consideration” for nondiscrimination. Given its charge, the 
IOM committee was most interested in understanding coverage denials related to the medical 
necessity/appropriateness for services and complaints that would inform lack of access.  


A March 2011 GAO report evaluated the current national availability of data on coverage 
denial rates, finding significant variability in these rates due to methodological issues in what is 
counted (billing errors, duplicate claims, missing data, eligibility, satisfaction of deductible 
amount, and necessity of the service, as well as pre-authorization vs. coverage denials), and 
methods of reporting (i.e., paper-based vs. electronic claims) (GAO, 2011). Coverage denial 
rates varied across four states examined in detail (11 percent in Ohio and 24 percent in California 
for 2009) and across insurers within a single state (4 percent to 29 percent for the seven largest 
insurers in Connecticut). About one in 10 of the coverage denials according to California and the 
American Medical Association data dealt with the appropriateness of services. 


States are providing greater consumer protections related to how coverage decisions and 
medical necessity determinations are made and how they may be appealed. Section 2719 of ACA 
seeks to bring more consistency to what consumers can expect with respect to internal and 
external claims and appeals processes through new requirements for group health plans and 
                                                 


4 § 2715. 
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health insurance companies.5 In particular, all subscriber contracts must have a final level of 
“external appeal” to an independent outside party. The GAO report also calls attention to the 
frequency of reversal of coverage denials when such appeals are undertaken: from 30 to 59 
percent of internal appeals across four states, and of those appealed to an external source across 
six states, from 23 to 54 percent were overturned or revised (GAO, 2011). The GAO report also 
referenced an earlier study showing a difference by type of coverage denial in California 
managed care (42 percent of medical necessity cases overturned versus 20 percent of 
experimental and investigational cases in 2002) (Gresenz and Studdert, 2005); more recent data 
presented to the committee was not so proportionally disparate, showing 40 percent of medical 
necessity cases and 37 percent of experimental and investigational cases were overturned on 
independent external review (See Table 7-1).  


 
 


TABLE 7-1 Comparison of 2010 IMR Results  
 Upheld by  


Review 
Number (%) 


Overturned by 
Review 
Number (%) 


Reversed by Plan 
Before Review 
Number (%) 


Qualified IMRs 
 
Total Number 


Medical Necessity 
 


467 (41%) 452 (40%) 222 (19%) 1141 


Experimental & 
Investigational 
 


269 (51%) 195 (37%) 67 (13%) 531 


Emergency Room 
Reimbursement 
 


55 (53%) 14 (13%) 35 (34%) 104 


TOTALS 791 661 324 1776 
SOURCE: DMHC, 2011. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


                                                 


5 NAIC released a model law that will apply to insurers subject to state law (NAIC, 2010). Interim final rules with request for comment 
were published July 22, 2010, and amendments issued June 24, 2011 (U.S. Department of Labor, 2011). 
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Notably, the Director of the California Department of Managed Health Care (DMHC), when 
testifying before the committee, pointed out another compelling statistic—the percentage of 
reversals by health plans of externally appealed cases even before they were reviewed: 19 
percent of medical necessity cases, 13 percent of experimental and investigational, and 34 
percent of emergency room reimbursements. Staff of the DMHC felt these reversals were not the 
result of new clinical information because the pertinent clinical information should have surfaced 
during the insurer’s internal review. To help visualize the overall degree of claims overturned, 
one insurer self-reported to the committee that of 91 million claims in the United States, 
approximately 99 percent of those were paid without a required pre-authorization (Figure 7-1). 
At intermediate steps, 29 percent of initial denials were overturned as additional clinical 
information was obtained, and 3 percent were overturned on the same clinical information. 
Overall, .006 percent of total eligible claims were not ultimately approved (Kang, 2011). 


 


 
FIGURE 7-1 CIGNA Coverage Decisions and Appeals for Pre-authorization of Health Benefits 
(2010).  
SOURCE: Provided to the IOM in response to its question about pre-authorization and appeals volume by 
Dr. Jeffrey Kang, CIGNA's Chief Medical Officer, February 17, 2011. 
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The committee agrees with HHS’s observation on the GAO report that “very little 


information is available to help analysts understand the causes or sources of variation in the 
data” (GAO, 2011). Besides helping consumers shopping for insurance, improved data, 
including developing a standardized appeals database and requirements for reporting of this data, 
would facilitate recognition of potential problem areas in EHB definition. Once collected, the 
information would be analyzed appropriately to detect and understand meaningful trends, thus 
effectively also serving to monitor the changes in insurer behavior as part of the monitoring 
recommended in this chapter.  


Standardization includes classifying individual appeals in a way that facilitates analysis. For 
example, appeals could be classified by condition and treatment, by groupings such as types of 
contractual coverage exclusions (e.g., cosmetic, experimental), and by reasons of medical 
necessity), as well as by characteristics of the individual making the appeal (e.g., age, disability, 
English language ability, race, income). The California DMHC, which currently classifies and 
analyzes appeals, showed that most treatment-related appeals in descending order were for 
pharmacy, mental health, durable medical equipment, autism, cancer care, and surgery. DMHC 
also gave the committee a report on the frequency of appeals by condition: orthopedic, mental 
disorders, central nervous system or neuromuscular, and cancer (DMHC, 2011). Discussion with 
other states suggests that the reasons for appeals may vary by state and over time.6 These data 
can point to the areas of care that are most contentious and require more detailed investigation 
into the specific services and conditions which need clarification in the EHB set. It is yet unclear 
the extent to which recent amendments to the interim final external review rules would present a 
barrier to accessing more detailed diagnostic and treatment code data for analysis of adverse 
benefit determinations; plans are required to provide diagnostic and treatment code data for 
individual cases on request (HHS, 2011a, 2011b; Jost, 2011). Administrative burden and 
confidentiality concerns were identified as reasons for limiting this specific data. While it would 
be advisable for insurers to make their clinical policies available in advance, for example, on the 
Web as multiple insurers do, the committee would support having, at least during the appeals 
process, the applicable clinical policies be made transparent. Enhanced transparency of clinical 
policies would allow analysis of whether interpretation of the existing evidence-base is similar or 
different across insurers and what areas need advancement. 


Other Types and Possible Sources of Data 
Research related to the EHB is likely to include developing explanatory and predictive 


analyses of the relationship between the nature and characteristics of the benefit package and the 
decisions made by consumers about which plans to select, which services to use, the cost trends 
associated with these plans, and the effects on individual and population health. The data 
mentioned above, if well standardized, provide a necessary starting point for these types of 
studies. However, many research questions will require linking these data with other sources of 
information such as claims, hospital discharge data, and enrollee surveys, such as the Consumer 
Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems (CAHPS) survey. For specific questions, 
researchers may require additional data sources such as clinical data from electronic health 


                                                 


6 Personal communication with Mary Kempker, Missouri Department of Insurance, Financial Institutions and Professional Registration, 
February 18, 2011. 
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records or primary data collected via interviews or surveys. These data sources would be more 
useful if they could be linked at the individual enrollee level. Individual-level data provide 
greater opportunities to adjust and control for potential case-mix differences between the covered 
populations being compared. However, if individual-level data are not available or cannot be 
accessed, analyses relating aspects of EHB definition or benefits design across multiple 
population units (e.g., exchanges, insurers) to aggregate population measures such as utilization 
rates, appeal rates, or average costs for those same population units will sometimes be helpful.  


New Approaches to Delivering Health Services 


New approaches to prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and management are continually 
emerging. Health insurers have developed greatly varying methods for assessing the safety and 
efficacy of these interventions. Similarly, many have coverage policies for when they will pay 
for participation in clinical trials. While the focus of most current work relates to new 
technologies, the committee believes it is important to consider the broader range of changes in 
the ways services are delivered. The committee heard testimony on these coverage components 
and the importance of developing policies prospectively to guide complex coverage decisions for 
vulnerable enrollees (Hole-Curry, 2011; Levine, 2011; Nussbaum, 2011). Some evaluations of 
the effectiveness of new approaches are public—such as the State of Washington’s—and some 
are proprietary. The results of these assessments may prove useful for the Secretary in updating 
the EHB, and the committee recommends they be systematically collected for that purpose.  


A variety of existing organizations routinely produce systematic reviews of emerging 
technologies; the comparative effectiveness of alternative approaches to diagnosis, treatment, or 
management; and the methods for ensuring that care is delivered safely. Using clear and 
transparent methods for assessment according to a hierarchy of evidence, they provide 
physicians, health plans, policy makers, and the public with evidence syntheses on which to 
consider changes in medical practice and coverage policy. However, different insurers, whether 
private or public, using the same evidence, after consideration of other criteria, may reach 
different conclusions about whether a specific service should be covered (Figure 7-2). Factors 
might involve criteria related to the specific population served or to budget constraints, or even 
the different degree of pressure received by stakeholders depending on the nature of the process 
employed. HHS can facilitate access to and understanding of this evidence for states, insurers, 
practitioners, and consumers, particularly as it applies to the EHB package.  
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Summary Comparison of HTA Decisions and Private Insurers:
Same as Private (some occur before, some after) 47%
Private Insurer is Less Restrictive 22%
Private Insurer is More Restrictive 9%
Private Insurer does not have published policy 18%  


 
FIGURE 7-2 Coverage decisions vary among public and private insurers, with a summary of how 
Washington State Health Technology Assessment decisions compare with others.  
SOURCE: Hole-Curry, 2011. 
 


Medical Cost and Premium Information 


The committee calls for updates to the EHB to fit within a budget that is defined by the 
average national silver plan premium offering the current EHB package next year. In this 
recommendation the committee anticipates that the premium costs will increase based on 
medical inflation, demographic changes in the population, the inclusion of new technologies, and 
other factors. The Chief Actuary of CMS produces the standard trend data used in tracking these 
trends. If the Secretary or the Chief Actuary determines that additional, more detailed data can be 
obtained from the experience of the states with certain elements of the cost calculations that will 
be required, this should be specified. In particular, costs associated with new services that are 
being considered for inclusion in the EHB might be obtained from this process.  


BROAD AREAS OF RESEARCH 
Here the committee mentions four broad areas of a comprehensive research agenda, 


recognizing that within each area a rich set of questions will arise.  
 
Understanding EHB definitions and their relationship to benefit design. The committee 


expects variation in the implementation of the EHB by different insurance companies and in 
different states, and this variation can be useful for evaluating what is working and what is not. 
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This may be useful for understanding the impact of variations in the EHB package on 
subsequent benefit design decisions and costs. Does specifying a more expansive EHB package 
lead to greater use of limits or caps on visits or other services, to higher premiums and cost-
sharing requirements, or to more restrictive networks of care? Are there specific inclusions or 
exclusions to the EHB that are particularly costly when offered in real-world settings? Is the 
relationship between benefits and premium costs consistent across settings, or does it vary 
widely? If it varies, how are some exchanges managing to offer broader benefits without driving 
prices up? How will the addition or expansion of benefits influence the actuarial value of benefit 
packages—and the availability of existing covered benefits? 


Sources of data for addressing these questions include the standardized data on benefit 
content and design collected from insurers and from state health insurance exchanges. 
Information on benefits and benefit design being offered by employers (e.g., DOL survey), from 
the Medical Expenditures Panel Survey’s Insurance-Employer Component (MEPS-IC), and from 
surveys conducted by Kaiser Family foundation and Mercer), although currently limited for this 
purpose, can track changes in employer practices across a wider employer landscape than the 
exchanges alone unless statewide data are forthcoming on all forms of coverage. Data on costs 
and utilization patterns could be provided by national insurers active in multiple exchanges and 
by Medicaid, as well as data collected directly by state exchanges. Additional primary data 
collection, including patient and provider surveys and qualitative patient interviews in selected 
settings, would be needed to fully address some questions. In addition to these empirical studies, 
studies that blend empirical data with modeling approaches may also be valuable.  


Relationships of EHB content and benefit design to patient outcomes and cost. Decisions 
related to the content and administration of the EHB package will affect the care that is offered 
to enrolled patients and may in turn affect clinical outcomes. A decision by some states or 
exchanges to include an additional category of services to the 10 categories (e.g., adult dental, 
hospice if they are not in the initially defined package) would create natural experiments that 
could quantify the costs of adding such coverage for a population, as well as the consequences—
both monetary and clinical—to patients. Such information will be needed by the NBAC and the 
Secretary as refinements to the EHB are contemplated.  


In the process of updating the EHB, questions about specific therapies and services within 
covered categories will arise. Decision making on coverage of specific treatments typically starts 
with consideration of evidence from randomized controlled trials (RCTs) and syntheses of results 
when multiple trials have been conducted. Because controlled trials minimize risks of selection 
bias, they are essential for establishing treatment efficacy, as well as superiority, and are 
foundational in making coverage decisions. However, RCTs often leave questions remaining 
about the effect of these treatments in typical patients getting care from community practice 
settings. Trials generally do not include the entire spectrum of patients who are subsequently 
offered the treatment. Trials may not include all relevant outcomes, including monetary 
outcomes or satisfaction for patients, and they may not have followed patients long enough to 
observe longer-term outcomes. Thus, if insurance exchanges or specific insurers systematically 
differ in coverage of specific treatments, rigorous evaluation of patient outcomes and costs 
related to this variation would provide a valuable addition to the public deliberative process.  


Many historical benefit design strategies, including cost-sharing and restricted provider 
networks, lower costs to insurers and purchasers. Others, such as pay-for-performance initiatives, 
drive quality improvement efforts. Some of these approaches, however, can adversely affect 
patients. High prices for needed medications through cost-sharing lead to decreases in adherence 
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to chronic medications, with subsequent deterioration of disease control and increased utilization 
and adverse events. Refinements such as value-based insurance designs endeavor to use evidence 
on the health benefits of different interventions in designing financial incentives that encourage 
patients to make the most effective and cost-effective treatment choices by removing financial 
barriers to those choices and/or by raising these or other barriers to less appropriate options. 
They hold great promise for improving the effectiveness and efficiency with which health 
insurance dollars are spent. The emphasis on cost restraints under the ACA will undoubtedly 
lead to a proliferation of new insurance products with further evolution in benefit design. 
Systematic evaluation of this variation will ensure that good practices are recognized and spread 
quickly and that adverse effects are minimized.  


Data for studying the impact of EHB content and benefit design on patient outcomes come 
from the same sources mentioned above. Specific research questions will require augmentation 
through linkage of these data sources with insurer data on health care utilization (e.g., from 
Medicaid and private insurers), clinical records from the electronic health records and other data 
sources of health care delivery systems, or data collected from surveys or qualitative interviews 
with patients selected for specific characteristics such as the presence of a chronic condition. 


Possible impact of EHB and benefit design decisions on the required elements for 
consideration. The ACA includes a number of “required elements for consideration” that must 
be monitored and may require updating of the EHB. These include concerns that there be balance 
among the covered categories; that there be no discrimination based on age, disability, or 
expected length of life; that benefits take into account and cover the diverse needs of various 
population segments; and that emergency care not be restricted (e.g., by requirements for prior 
authorization).  


The monitoring process should include assessing the required elements for consideration 
specified in the ACA. However, further research will be required to determine whether trends 
identified in monitoring require action. If variation is found across states or exchanges, not only 
in appeals but also in other areas, outcomes studies based on utilization and clinical data as well 
as patient survey data may be needed to establish links between practices and outcomes and to 
identify best practices.  


Attention may focus initially on variation in the absolute and relative expenditures by 
category across jurisdictions. Outliers, especially on the low side, may signal problematic 
coverage or implementation. Areas of particular complexity include issues such as mental health 
services, habilitative services, and orphan diseases. Research approaches of particular value here 
would include analyses of appeals; the impact of state mandates for services not broadly included 
in the EHB; and surveys of beneficiaries from various population segments and the providers 
who care for them.  


Comparative effectiveness of specific preventive and therapeutic options. The research 
discussed above, which uses implementation data to study variation in EHB content and benefits 
design, will contribute greatly to understanding how inclusion or exclusion of broad categories of 
services affects patient outcomes and costs. It will also deepen understanding of the effects of 
various benefits design strategies on these outcomes. However, as the Secretary and the NBAC 
seek to define EHB more specifically over time, more information will be needed on specific 
treatments and preventive and diagnostic services, including newly introduced 
pharmacotherapies, procedures, and devices. These therapies may not yet be covered by any 
policies in the exchanges, and definitive information on their effectiveness can therefore not 
come from these data.  
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The needed information will come from a variety of sources. These include the ongoing 
publication of original research studies, especially clinical trials; syntheses of previously reported 
research; recent technology assessments from sources such as Blue Cross Blue Shield’s 
Technology Evaluation Centers (TECs), AHRQ’s Evidence-Based Practice Centers and 
Developing Evidence to Inform Decisions about Effectiveness (DEcIDE) research program and 
the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (for screening and prevention services), as well as the 
Medicare Evidence Development and Coverage Advisory Committee (MEDCAC) and 
professional society guidelines. The Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) is 
expected to fund comparative effectiveness research (CER) and summaries with a particular 
emphasis on patient perspectives—yet cannot employ a dollars per-quality adjusted life year 
threshold in its determinations.7 These studies will evaluate both specific preventive and 
therapeutic choices as well as system-level interventions for improving care. The FDA, 
Department of Defense, CMS, and state Medicaid agencies also generate reports that will 
deserve consideration. The Secretary and the NBAC will require staffing and a process for 
ensuring that all relevant data are identified and considered.  


In this work, studies that follow the principles of CER will be particularly valuable and 
should be emphasized. CER principles include comparisons between meaningful therapeutic 
alternatives, conduct of studies in typical clinical settings and involving a broad range of 
patients, consideration of multiple outcomes including outcomes of particular importance of 
patients, and attention to possible differences in treatment effectiveness in patient subgroups.  
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Allowance for State Innovation 
 


 
Under section 1302 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, the Secretary of 


Health and Human Services is granted the authority to define essential health benefits 
provided the definition takes into account and complies with various requirements provided 
in the statute. This grant of authority would allow the Secretary to approve state-specific 
variations of the EHB definition, provided that any such state-specific definition complied 
with the relevant statutory language and was reviewed and approved by the Secretary. The 
committee provides guidance on the rationale and standards the Secretary should use in 
approving state-specific definitions of essential health benefits, and recommends that the 
Secretary consider state-specific definitions as soon as administratively feasible. Such state-
specific variations would only be available to states operating their own exchanges.  
 
 
The insurance provisions in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) balance 


federal and state authority. For example, while federal law will regulate certain aspects of the 
individual and small group market through various pricing and issuance requirements, states are 
given relatively broad authority to operate their own health benefit exchanges and to regulate 
other aspects of health insurance such as premium increases. This balancing of authority is not 
surprising, given the role that states have traditionally1 played in regulating health insurance 
(Pierron, 2008). 


AUTHORITY FOR STATE VARIATION 
The ACA is clear that the Secretary shall define the essential health benefits (EHB), within 


certain statutory guidelines. The statute is silent, however, regarding whether the Secretary could 
approve more than one EHB definition, provided that the statutory requirements are otherwise 
met. The committee believes that the Secretary therefore has the authority to approve 
refinements of the national EHB definition, if she chooses to do so, provided such definitions 
otherwise meet the requirements of section 1302. 


There is also explicit authority in section 1332 of the ACA for the Secretary to grant waivers 
of the EHB requirements (along with other provisions in ACA) beginning in 2017. The 
committee considered and was favorable to this statutory authority as an option for promoting 
innovation on the EHB as long as the waiver with respect to the EHB met the standards that the 
committee outlines later in this chapter. There has been some interest expressed in amending this 
statutory authority to allow waivers to begin before 2017 (HHS, 2011b; The White House, 


                                                 
1 Traditional was defined in the McCarran-Ferguson Act, which allowed the states to regulate the business of insurance (15 U.S.C. §§ 1011-


1015). 
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2011); as it has not passed, waivers are not yet a viable option at this time.2 As a result, this 
chapter does not focus on such waivers. Rather, this chapter addresses the ability of the Secretary 
to approve state-specific variations of the EHB definition that meet each of the requirements set 
forth in section 1302. 


FLEXIBILITY IN DETERMINING EHB  
Although the committee notes the deference given to states as they set up their health 


insurance exchanges (HIEs) (HHS, 2011a) and proceed with rate review enhancement (HHS, 
2010), those situations are not analogous to the EHB determination process. The Secretary’s 
responsibilities to lead and define the EHB determination process are clearer, greater, and more 
direct than those the Secretary has with respect to the health insurance exchanges. For 
establishment and implementation of health benefit exchanges, the ACA is clear that states have 
primary responsibility, and it is only if a state opts out or fails to meet the requirements to 
establish an exchange, that the federal government will become involved.3  Conversely, with 
respect to defining essential health benefits, the ACA is clear that the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) has sole authority to define the EHB. The authority granted to HHS to 
define EHBs does not, however, preclude the Secretary from using that authority to approve 
state-specific variations of the EHB definition.  


State Flexibility  
The committee believes some state flexibility in defining the EHB package is important from 


a public policy and practical standpoint. While informed by clinical evidence and economics, the 
judgments of what constitutes an essential health benefit are social value decisions and reflect, at 
their core, a set of decisions regarding which medical expenses must be shared within a 
community. As discussed above, the committee believes that the Secretary has the authority to 
approve refinements of the EHB definition, and that there will be some circumstances under 
which the Secretary should approve state-specific EHB definitions that allow states to make their 
own social value prioritizations and deviate from the federal standard definition of essential 
health benefits. The committee believes the definition of benefits should become more evidence-
based, specific, and value-promoting over time and believes state-based innovation should 
support these goals, as it charges the Secretary to act (see Recommendation 4a). The committee 
proposes guiding principles that HHS should consider in determining whether or not to approve a 
state-specific variation of the federal EHB definition.  


The committee’s recommendation focuses solely on guidance for when the Secretary should 
consider state-specific variations of the national essential health benefits definition. The White 
House has indicated its support of state empowerment and innovation under ACA. Furthermore, 
President Obama has supported bipartisan legislation to make waivers available starting in 
2014—the “Empowering States to Innovate Act.”4 It should be noted that nothing in the 
committee’s recommendation negates the direction in Section 1302 for inclusion of the ten 
categories of care or observance of the required elements for consideration. Furthermore, the 
committee believes that the Secretary’s approval of a state-specific variation of the EHB 


                                                 
2 The White House has indicated its support of state empowerment and innovation under ACA. President Obama has indicated support for 


bipartisan legislation to make waivers available starting in 2014—the “Empowering States to Innovate Act”2 (HHS, 2011b; The White House, 
2011). 


3 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010.  Public Law 111-148 § 1311(b) and 1321(c), 111th Cong., 2d sess. (March 23, 2010).  
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definition should be contingent on the state’s developing a package with content that is 
actuarially equivalent to the national package established by the Secretary during initial 
definition or updating; otherwise, state-specific variations of EHB could either substantially 
increase aggregate package costs or significantly reduce the intended scope of packages covered 
by the EHB.  


From a practical standpoint, state-specific EHB developed locally and with a credible, 
accountable public deliberation process are even more likely to gain sustained state-based public 
support than a single federal definition with no possibility of state-based innovation. The 
committee suggests guidelines for public deliberation on priorities in Chapter 6. Additionally, the 
committee believes that state-specific EHB definitions are appropriate only where a state has 
made a commitment to operating its own health insurance exchange, as the alternative is a de 
facto agreement to federal involvement5—which is inconsistent with a desire for a state-specific 
EHB definition, hence the distinction. In other words, the rationale for not allowing the variation 
option for states, who do not operate their own exchange, is that their program would revert to 
the federal exchange. A state that develops its own definition should be accountable for it; the 
federal exchange should not have to monitor multiple state-based definitions through the 
exchange.  


Also, in making decisions regarding requests for state-specific EHB definitions, deference 
should be given to states that have already undertaken significant efforts to establish 
comprehensive state-based processes for defining a basic health benefit package. Massachusetts 
has developed a comprehensive process regarding the content of coverage in the individual and 
small group markets. Several states have also engaged in efforts to define essential health 
benefits in other market segments—for example, Oregon’s Medicaid program (Oregon Health 
Services Commission, 2011). Provided that these programs and processes meet the minimum 
requirements set forth below, the committee believes that such preexisting, comprehensive 
processes with meaningful public input should be afforded deference as the Secretary considers 
whether to grant a request for a state-specific EHB definition.  


 
Recommendation 3: For states administering their own exchanges that wish to adopt a variant 
of the federal EHB package, the Secretary should use statutory authority to grant such 
requests, provided that the state-specific EHB definition is consistent with the requirements of 
Section 1302 of the ACA and the criteria specified in this report, that they produce a package 
that is actuarially equivalent to the national package established by the Secretary, and that the 
request is supported by a process that has included meaningful public input. To best achieve 
this, the Secretary should encourage a public deliberative process as described in this report 
and should provide technical assistance to the states for implementing that process.  
 


CRITERIA FOR APPROVING A STATE-SPECIFIC EHB DEFINITION 


In determining the more general criteria that must be established in order for a state-specific 
EHB definition to be approved, the committee focused on two primary goals: (1) clear guidance 
to the states regarding the circumstances under which a state-specific EHB definition will be 
considered and (2) ensuring that the state EHB definition is consistent with the broader goals of 
ACA. The committee envisions that proposals for state-specific EHB definitions will be 


                                                 
5 § 1311(b) and 1321(c). 
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proposed and generated by the states themselves, and submitted to the Secretary for approval in 
accordance with the criteria presented below: 


 
• Consistency of process and standards. If the elements of the process and the 


standards recommended by the committee to be used to develop the EHB are 
appropriate for the federal definition, coverage of at least the ten categories of 
care, including public deliberation, and the criteria defined in Summary Figure   
S-2, then they must also be ensured by HHS to be integral in any state process. 


• State authority. Such an EHB process must be conducted by an executive or 
legislative branch office or agency with the legislatively designated authority to 
make the request to HHS for a state-specific EHB definition and implement the 
results of the process. The committee takes no position on what state entity is best 
positioned to do this work, as long as such entities are clearly designated by the 
legislature. 


• No “race to the bottom.” The Secretary must ensure that state-specific EHB 
definitions provide coverage that is actuarially equivalent to the national package 
established by the Secretary—neither significantly higher nor lower. The state-
based process should allow for a different set of social values to emerge regarding 
covered benefits, but the overall actuarial make of that coverage locally should be 
equivalent to that provided under the federal definition of EHB. The ACA 
guarantees both a right and a responsibility for a basic health benefit for all 
Americans—which should not be significantly compromised depending on the 
place of one’s residence. However, states that can more efficiently offer 
additional benefits by becoming more evidence-based and value-promoting within 
the premium target are encouraged to do so.  


• Updating. The state would be held accountable for implementing its state-specific 
EHB definition, reporting to HHS on the results of implementation, updating the 
package at least every two years, and submitting the results of the updating, along 
with any requests to modify the state-specific EHB definition at least every two 
years. The goals for state updating should be in accord with the national goals of 
having the state-specific EHB become more specific, evidence-based, and value-
promoting. 


• Oversight, compliance, and consequences. HHS shall have the authority to 
terminate any state-specific EHB definitions where necessary to comply with the 
requirements of section 1302, or where the state has failed to comply with any 
requirements imposed by HHS as a condition of approving a state-specific EHB 
definition. 


• Innovation. Finally, the HHS set of standards for a state-based process should 
encourage state-level innovation in the way those standards are met and require an 
evaluation plan to document outcomes. HHS could encourage state participation 
in an HHS evaluation as a condition of granting a state-specific EHB definition. 
States should be encouraged to learn from one another as they set about creating a 
proposal for a state-specific EHB definition.6  


                                                 
6 There many examples of state-based learning facilitated by federal authorities at the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance 


Oversight (CCIIO) and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) in partnership with private nonprofits such as the National 
Academy for State Health Policy and Robert Wood Johnson’s State Coverage Initiatives Program.  
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These criteria would form the framework for a set of standards articulated by HHS that a 
state would have to meet for it to embark on its own process for creating a proposal for a state-
specific EHB definition to submit to HHS for approval. In developing these standards, the 
committee believes HHS would best meet its oversight obligations by recognizing the primary 
importance of states’ demonstrating that they have the structures and processes in place to meet 
the standards, rather than the degree to which the resultant state package matches the federal 
package. For example, as HHS develops and applies these standards, the committee, as noted 
previously, has concluded that if a state already has established comprehensive basic benefit 
definition processes, as long as the results are consistent with the legislative requirements of 
Section 1302 and the committee’s recommendation, the state program should be granted 
deference in the state-specific approval process.  


Chapter 6 documents the importance the committee attaches to a public deliberation process 
to elicit the social values that are important in developing the EHB definition and to build 
necessary public trust. The committee believes that HHS should provide technical assistance on 
public deliberation to states interested in incorporating this process into their application.    


POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS 
The determination of the EHB is a politically and socially charged endeavor. The committee 


believes the definition of an essential health benefits package is integral if the Affordable Care 
Act is to attain its promise. In meeting this promise, HHS is well advised to develop a process to 
consider state-specific EHB definitions that maximizes the likelihood of success by ensuring the 
right balance between local engagement, support and flexibility, and national protection of all 
citizens and legal residents. 
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Updating the EHB 
 


The Secretary is charged to periodically update the essential health benefits (EHB) and 
to report to Congress and the public whether enrollees have had difficulty accessing needed 
services, whether advances in medicine and scientific evidence need to be accounted for, and 
whether updates will increase costs relative to actuarial limitations. With these 
considerations in mind, the committee sets a goal for the EHB package to become more fully 
evidence-based, specific, and value-promoting over time. To ensure that updates to the EHB 
do not accelerate health-spending growth beyond medical inflation, the committee 
recommends that any changes to the EHB be no more expensive than the actuarially 
equivalent future year cost of the base year package. Further, to preserve the intent of 
Congress in extending coverage for a basic set of benefits to most Americans, the committee 
recommends that the Secretary, in collaboration with others, develop a strategy to restrain 
healthcare spending. A standing multidisciplinary National Benefits Advisory Council 
(NBAC) is also proposed to be established to advise the Secretary on updating the EHB.  


 
 


 
The coming decades will bring advances in medical science, the emergence of new health 


problems, changes in the way health care services are delivered, changes in the way existing 
technologies are used, and new insights into how to help patients manage their health problems 
more effectively. As the environment in which health care services are delivered changes, the 
essential health benefits (EHB) will also have to change in order to continue to facilitate access 
to quality care for a broad population. Responsible stewardship of public funds must be a key 
consideration during updates to the EHB. Difficult choices will have to be made about the 
categories and specific services that are eligible for coverage under the EHB. In developing its 
recommended approach to updating, the committee was guided by the requirements in the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act’s (ACA’s) charge for the Secretary to report to 
Congress and the public.  


ACA DIRECTION TO THE SECRETARY ON UPDATING THE EHB 
The Secretary is charged to periodically update the EHB to address any gaps in access to 


coverage or changes in the evidence base that the Secretary identifies during the review of EHB 
for the mandated Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) report to Congress and the 
public. Section 1302 of the ACA requires that the report contain 


 
• An assessment of whether enrollees are facing any difficulty accessing needed 


services for reasons of coverage or cost; 
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• An assessment of whether the EHB need to be modified or updated to account for 
changes in medical evidence or scientific advancement; 


• Information on how the EHB will be modified to address any such gaps in access or 
changes in the evidence base; and 


• An assessment of the potential for additional or expanded benefits to increase costs 
and the interactions between the addition or expansion of benefits and reductions in 
existing benefits to meet actuarial limitations.1  


 
In Chapter 7, the committee recommends developing a framework to guide the data 


collection and research infrastructure necessary to identify problems with access and advances in 
science (the first two required elements of the report to Congress). The information developed 
through this recommendation provides the starting point for the process of updating the EHB. In 
this chapter, the committee recommends an approach to updating the EHB, using the criteria 
discussed earlier. The committee also recommends an approach to incorporating costs into the 
update process (responding to the fourth bullet in the report to Congress).  


GOALS FOR UPDATING 
In its deliberations, the committee recognized that Congress intended the EHB to be similar 


in structure to existing employer benefit packages. However, the committee believes that over 
time, the Secretary will have an opportunity to provide leadership through the EHB updating 
process to improve the content and structure of the EHB to better reflect the scientific evidence 
base, to reflect societal priorities in providing a basic set of benefits, to ensure greater clarity 
about what services are and are not eligible for coverage in those policies covered by the EHB 
definition, and to promote high-value utilization.  


Evidence-Based Science Should Be the Guiding Force 
The committee concluded that the scope of benefits eligible for coverage should be guided by 


scientific evidence about which screening, diagnosis, treatment, management, and monitoring 
interventions are effective in improving or maintaining people’s health and functioning. For 
example, physician specialty societies, independent research organizations, health plans, and 
other organizations that focus on particular health problems increasingly incorporate the results 
of scientific studies into their treatment and payment guidelines. The Institute of Medicine (IOM) 
has recently released reports on strengthening standards for developing trustworthy clinical 
guidelines and systematic reviews, and the committee believes that these standards should 
inform the way medical evidence is used to shape future iterations of the EHB (IOM, 2011a, 
2011b). This means that the EHB would make eligible for coverage those interventions that are 
effective and would not make eligible for coverage those aspects of care that have not been 
shown to be effective. In Chapters 2 and 3, the committee discusses application of hierarchies of 
evidence in defining the scope of benefit inclusions and the need to strengthen medical practice 
to be more evidence-based.  


                                                 


1 § 1302 (b)(4)(G).  







Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.


Essential Health Benefits:  Balancing Coverage and Costs


UPDATING THE EHB  9-3 


PREPUBLICATION COPY: UNCORRECTED PROOFS 


Greater Specificity Required in Defining EHB 
If the EHB are to be guided by scientific evidence in the future, the definitions and 


descriptions of what is included and excluded must become more specific, consistent with the 
way scientific evidence is structured. There are few methods of diagnosis or treatment that are 
either always or never effective. More commonly, interventions such as medications, surgeries, 
or screening tests are investigated for their effectiveness with specific groups of patients such as 
those with a particular diagnosis (e.g., hypertension), a certain level of disease severity (e.g., 
Class IV heart failure), gender or age (e.g., women over 50), and so on. Thus, the committee 
concluded that as the EHB evolve, greater specificity than is typical of evidence of coverage 
documents today will be required along with more transparency in clinical policies.  


Most health insurance plan documents today provide general statements about what is 
covered (e.g., ambulatory services) and what is not covered (e.g., experimental treatments). 
Increased specificity in defining the EHB (inclusions and exclusions) should be designed to 
reduce uncertainty for patients and doctors about the likelihood that insurance coverage will be 
available for a course of diagnosis or treatment (versus the patient being responsible for paying 
for a selected therapeutic option).  


The committee considered several options for improving the degree of specificity to guide 
the contents of the package of EHB and data collection over time: having the Secretary make an 
increasingly more specific list of included services, making a more specific list of exclusions and 
nonessential services, and leaving inclusions more general and depending on insurers’ 
publication of clinical policies and the application of medical necessity. These options are not 
mutually exclusive. With regard to specificity on inclusions, the Oregon prioritized list, 
organized by condition-treatment pairs (e.g., medical therapy for hypertensive disease), is the 
only one the committee encountered with a high degree of specificity of services that matches 
the way scientific evidence is structured (Oregon Health Services Commission, 2011). In 
general, the committee believes that the EHB should evolve toward the level of specificity 
characterized by the Oregon approach. Additionally, as discussed in Chapter 7, health plans 
should provide greater specificity and transparency around clinical policies and the operation of 
medical necessity determination processes. 


Structure of Benefits Should Promote High-Value Utilization 


Finally, the committee concluded that the financial structure of benefit packages should be 
consistent with and reinforce the use of high-value, necessary care. Today, it is common for 
policies to treat all interventions (e.g., medication) within the same cost structure (e.g., 
copayments relate to whether the drug is generic or name brand but may not make distinctions 
between medications for different conditions). The use of value-based insurance design has been 
growing, and the committee believes that this trend should be incorporated into future EHB 
packages. The principle of value-based insurance design is to provide financial incentives to 
encourage people to use what is effective and to discourage people from using services when 
they are not effective. For example, research has demonstrated that cost-sharing is associated 
with lower utilization of services than no cost-sharing (Newhouse and the Insurance Experiment 
Group, 1993). This is appropriate if one is seeking to control utilization, but these incentives 
affect both appropriate and less appropriate uses of services similarly. Thus, if a service is 
critical to maintain health (e.g., medications for the treatment of high blood pressure), a policy 
that creates a disincentive for appropriate use may result in poor adherence to a high-value 
intervention. Value-based insurance design would reduce or eliminate cost-sharing in these 
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instances in order to promote high levels of adherence to the use of necessary medications; in 
many instances, improved adherence to routinely required medications and other services may 
contribute to avoiding high cost services such as hospitalization. In implementing value-based 
insurance design packages, insurers will have to comply with the actuarial value limits specified 
in the ACA. In this regard, it is important that computation of actuarial value not impede 
inclusions of some services with high cost-sharing (as opposed to excluding them).  


Table 9-1 illustrates how these three principles for updating could be incorporated into future 
versions of the EHB as implemented by health plans in response to guidance from the Secretary. 
The goal is that over time, the package becomes more evidence-based, defined with greater 
specificity, and constructed to encourage the use of high-value care. Plans could further these 
goals by including incentives for consumers to engage in other healthy behaviors. 


 
 
Recommendation 4a: Beginning in 2015, for implementation in 2016 and annually thereafter, 
the Secretary should update the EHB package, with the goal that it becomes more fully 
evidence-based, specific, and value-promoting.  


 
 


TABLE 9-1 Illustrative Comparison of Current and Future Scope of Benefits for the EHB 
Scope of Benefits Eligible for Coverage in Typical 
Policies Today 


Illustration of How Scope of Benefits Might Be 
Described in Future Policies 


Ambulatory care Annual visit to a primary care or specialty 
physician for monitoring of hypertension 
 


Prescription drugs 
 


Antihypertensive medications for persons with an 
established diagnosis of hypertension 
 


Cost-sharing: $10 for generic, $25 for name brand 
medications, and $20 for an office visit 


No cost-sharing for annual visit 
 
No copayment for generic medications for 
treatment of hypertension for patients with JNC 
stage 1 hypertension or higher 


NOTE: JNC = Joint National Committee on Prevention, Detection, Evaluation, and Treatment of High 
Blood Pressure. 
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CONSIDERING TYPICAL EMPLOYER IN THE FUTURE 
Section 1302 of ACA2 also requires that the Secretary of HHS’ report to Congress on 


revising benefits contain a certification from the Chief Actuary of the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) indicating the essential benefits are equal to the scope of benefits 
provided under a typical employer plan.3 The committee’s first recommendation includes 
guidance that the Secretary interpret “typical employer” as a small employer. Because the EHB 
will be incorporated into individual and small group policies both in and out of the exchanges, 
the typical small employer plan over time will be defined by the EHB making an independent 
reference to typical employer less meaningful over time. As referenced in Chapter 1, how 
employers respond to the new options available through the ACA could change the way 
insurance is offered. In addition to employers, insurers may change their behavior and practices 
in response to experience with the exchanges and the EHB. It will be important to monitor the 
changes in insurer behavior and plan offerings as part of the monitoring recommended in 
Chapter 7. Further, states in the future will have the option to open exchanges to businesses of all 
sizes, and firms that choose to offer insurance through an exchange will have those policies 
defined by the EHB. Because the method for updating recommended by the committee is 
designed to keep the costs of the EHB in line with the expected growth in premiums for small 
employers, the committee believes that the Chief Actuary will have to rely primarily on the cost 
of the package to certify that the updated EHB is consistent with the intent of the ACA. The 
committee believes that in going forward, the cost of the EHB should continue to be built on the 
scope of benefits and premiums of small employers.  


METHODS FOR INCORPORATING COSTS INTO UPDATES TO THE 
ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS 


The committee has concluded that the updating process must explicitly consider the cost of 
the EHB and its potential to escalate over time, whether due to technological advances or other 
medical price increases. The alternative would have been for the committee to recommend that 
the Secretary not address cost issues in making changes to the EHB over time. The committee 
believes that it is unacceptable for the Secretary to ignore the costs associated with proposed 
updates to the EHB. This chapter section explores various options considered and selected for 
updating to maintain an affordable and sustainable premium level.  


In considering how the costs associated with the EHB could be incorporated into updates, the 
committee discussed a number of design choices: the level at which costs would be considered, 
the unit by which costs are characterized, the way in which cost information would be used, the 
approach to enforcement, and the mechanism for achieving any cost target. The pros and cons of 
each of these are discussed in turn along with the committee’s understanding of the current 
authority available to the Secretary. 


Level of Consideration of Costs 
The committee considered three potential levels at which costs could be incorporated into 


decisions in subsequent years: (1) federal, (2) state, or (3) health plan.  
                                                 


2 § 1302 (b)(4)(H). 
3 § 1302 (b)(2)(A)-(B). 
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At the federal level, costs would be considered at an aggregate level—without explicit efforts 
to address regional variation in wages, prices, population characteristics; variations in the 
intensity and use of technology; and other potential cost drivers. For example, the Secretary 
could obtain an actuarial estimate from the CMS Chief Actuary of the expected cost to purchase 
the EHB package in the coming year based on a national standard population,4 with explicit 
assumptions about the degree of medical management, network configuration, and other factors 
typically included in pricing plans for employers. The committee believes that taking cost into 
account at a national average level is analogous to the strategy used for setting the initial EHB 
and is within the purview of the Secretary. 


If cost was considered at the state level, differences in the cost structure of health care 
delivery in states would have to be explicitly addressed. For example, an actuarial estimate could 
be obtained for the cost of offering the EHB in each state based on a standard population that 
reflects the characteristics of state residents that are eligible to purchase policies defined by the 
EHB. State-level consideration of costs might also be used to give states flexibility in making 
adjustments to the EHB package to account for state-level health care costs, state-specific health 
problems, and resident preferences (Branscome, 2011). The committee believes that an 
assessment of costs at the state level is consistent with the required guidance from the Secretary 
about rates of premium growth considered to be excessive (HHS, 2010). The committee also 
concludes that few states today have undertaken such assessments and that it might be difficult 
for most states to conduct this work. 


If costs were considered at the health plan level, estimates would have to be derived for plans 
within states or for types of plans within states. These cost estimates would be designed to make 
explicit how tradeoffs are made among the prevailing costs of care, comprehensiveness of 
benefits, medical management, network design, and other factors. Plans might be asked to 
produce packages to offer on the exchanges that fall within the cost guidance and the required 
EHB design. Alternatively, if the focus of costs is at the plan level, the Secretary might consider 
a competitive bidding process similar to that conducted under Medicare Part D. The committee 
noted that the Secretary does not currently have clear authority to direct or influence pricing of 
plans, with the possible exception of plans that might be offered in a national or federally 
directed exchange. 


The committee concluded that costs should be incorporated into updates at the federal level 
consistent with the level at which the EHB are defined and aligned with its approach in the 
committee’s first recommendation in this report. 


Unit at Which Costs Are Characterized 


The committee considered three possible ways in which costs might be characterized:   
(1) estimated premiums, (2) total federal spending (by category), or (3) rates of change. 


The use of premiums as a budget mechanism to incorporate costs into updates is consistent 
with the committee’s recommended method for establishing the initial health benefits package. 
Estimated premiums are also one factor incorporated into the cost estimates produced by the 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) during debate over the ACA.5 Premiums are the unit by 


                                                 


4 The national standard population in this case would be those eligible to purchase policies defined by the EHB, that is, the individual and  
small group market. This is the group that the RAND microsimulation used for its analyses.  
5 The others being the expected number of newly insured and their distribution by type of insurance, including the number eligible for 


federal subsidies (CBO, 2009). 
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which costs are characterized for most purchasers, whether employers or individuals. Premiums 
are a familiar way to express the average expected cost of a package of benefits being offered 
and are the “price” at which comparative shopping for plans takes place. There are, of course, 
many factors (e.g., benefit design, population) besides the EHB that go into actuarial calculations 
of premiums; the committee considered whether all of the inputs to premiums should be 
accounted for in policy decisions around incorporating costs into the updates.  


Another option the committee considered was to use the federal budget for subsidies and for 
Medicaid spending as the unit of cost focus. Similar to premiums, the total cost to the federal 
government was a significant element of the debate over the law, and design choices were made 
in order to achieve an overall spending target set by the President and Congress. This federal 
budget amount accounts both for the unit costs (e.g., premiums) of health insurance and for the 
number of people opting for Medicaid or public subsidies for private insurance. The committee 
has concluded, however, that because the EHB definition is just one component of determining 
the total federal budget amount for subsidies and Medicaid, this is a less useful way of 
characterizing costs in updating the EHB. 


A third option is to use the rates of increase in health care spending or in premiums in 
incorporating costs into updates to the EHB package. In deciding on the package of benefits to 
offer each year, employers typically receive an estimate of the cost of purchasing a package of 
benefits in the next year that reflects changes in medical prices, utilization of services, 
incorporation of new drugs and devices, and characteristics of the population. Because the 
growth in premium prices has exceeded growth in both the purchasing power of the individual 
(wages) and the economy (gross domestic product, GDP), health care spending is consuming an 
increasing share of economic output. To control total costs to firms, employers have introduced 
new products such as high-deductible health plans and other methods for increasing the share of 
costs paid by individual employees, have changed provider network design, and have reduced 
the scope of benefits (Claxton et al., 2010).  


Within this option, the committee noted that the Secretary could either use information about 
trends to establish the new cost target within which the scope of benefits would be defined or 
establish targets around the rate of growth in premiums that are designed to help slow or reverse 
the growth in health spending (e.g., limiting the allowable growth of premiums to the growth in 
GDP plus 1 percentage point). In other parts of the ACA, Congress called for ways to address 
health spending growth. For example, the ACA requires that between 2014 and 2018, 
adjustments be made to the calculation of premium subsidies that reflect the relative change in 
premiums compared to changes in household income (known as the regular indexing approach).6 
After 2018, an additional adjustment factor is included that accounts for the excess in premium 
growth compared to the growth in the Consumer Price Index in urban areas.7 These indexing 
methods are designed to ensure that the intent of the original subsidy structure is maintained. The 
report that the Secretary must deliver to Congress annually includes the impact of changes in the 
EHB on costs as well as the interaction between additions or expansions to the EHB and 
concomitant reductions in existing benefits in order to meet actuarial limits required by the law. 
The ACA also established an Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB) to identify 


                                                 


6 § 1401(b)(3)(ii)(I). 
7 § 1401(b)(3)(ii)(II). 
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mechanisms for keeping the growth in Medicare spending linked to the growth of the economy 
(GDP plus 1 percentage point).8   


The committee noted that the Secretary could consider trends on an annual basis or within a 
longer time frame but ultimately recommends an annual update. The committee concludes that 
premiums should be the unit at which costs are characterized and that the Secretary should use 
the average national premium estimate for a silver-level plan as a tool for setting a budget 
constraint within which updates to the EHB are evaluated. 


Use of Cost Information 
The committee considered three ways in which information about cost could be used to 


inform updates to the EHB package: (1) for guidance, (2) to establish voluntary goals, or (3) as a 
binding constraint. 


If cost information were used for guidance, the Secretary might issue an annual report noting 
the increased cost to purchase the EHB package and the cost implications of proposed changes to 
the package of benefits. There would be no explicit incorporation of costs into updates; changes 
would be based solely on evidence about the effectiveness of new categories of service. The 
Secretary could provide some guidance about how changes in the EHB package (e.g., the 
addition of a new category of coverage or a new set of services within an existing category) 
would affect changes in the premiums, total costs, or rates of change in health care spending. 


Using cost information to establish voluntary goals would encourage states and health plans 
to take action to achieve the goal. For example, the Secretary could justify changes to the EHB in 
terms of a desire to voluntarily keep premium prices within some limit, to ensure federal 
spending is capped at a particular level, or to maintain a predetermined rate of growth in health 
care spending. Voluntary goals could be set for states or for health plans. Voluntary goals have 
been used many times in the past in an effort to avoid more directed federal action in the area of 
cost containment. These efforts have largely been unsuccessful in achieving goals in the long 
run, although they have slowed growth of spending in the short run (Block et al., 1987; 
Raphaelson and Hall, 1978).  


Using cost information as a binding constraint would be done in the context of authority to 
enforce a consideration of cost in future updates to the EHB package. In this case, the Secretary 
would impose a cost target as part of the update, and changes to the benefit package would have 
to fall within the established target. The target could range from one that reflects the current 
trend in medical spending to one that seeks to decelerate the rate of growth. The impact on the 
scope of EHB depends on the extent to which the selected cost target is lower than general 
medical cost trends. For example, if medical cost trends are increasing at 8 percent annually and 
the Secretary were to set a goal of a 6 percent increase, the EHB would have to be scaled back to 
achieve the target. In this case, a binding constraint should not be interpreted to mean that the 
Secretary is setting premium prices in local markets but rather that the actuarial price of updates 
to the EHB cannot exceed a pre-established target.  


The committee has concluded that costs should be a binding constraint on updates to the 
EHB but that the cost target should be linked to the rate of medical inflation so as not to create a 
relative disadvantage for the EHB. The committee recognizes that using cost as a binding 


                                                 


8 § 3403 (c)(6)(C)(ii). 
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constraint is challenging and later suggests some mechanisms to assist the Secretary in 
implementing this approach. 


Approaches to Enforcement 
The discussion around the use of cost information then led the committee to consider 


approaches to enforcement, including none, incentives (rewards), penalties, and a binding 
constraint. 


Guidance and voluntary goals do not require enforcement. These approaches rely on the 
shared willingness of other actors in the health care system to pursue a joint set of goals; all 
actors extends to health insurers, hospitals, physicians, other care providers, manufacturers of 
drugs and devices, regulators, purchasers, employer sponsors, and consumers. The committee 
agreed that without enforcement, health care spending would continue to increase at a rate that 
exceeds growth in the economy. 


If costs were incorporated at a level other than the federal level, using incentives or rewards 
would provide some financial benefit to complying with the policy goals. For example, cost-of-
living increases could be tied to achieving some target cost growth; this is analogous to the 
approach taken to public reporting for hospitals under the Medicare “pay-for-reporting” 
initiative, which was successful in encouraging high rates of participation for a relatively small 
investment of money. Many pay-for-performance initiatives link annual cost increases to 
achieving specific performance or activity goals. 


A variety of penalties from financial (fines) to restrictions (e.g., no new subsidized enrollees 
in a plan) could be considered to enforce consideration of cost targets at levels other than the 
federal level. Two key challenges were identified in this area: the statutory authority currently 
held by the Secretary and balancing an effective enforcement approach against ensuring an 
adequate number of plans offered in the market. If too few plans are available as a result of strict 
enforcement practices or if too few providers are willing to contract with these plans over time, 
people might encounter difficulties in complying with the individual mandate or in accessing 
care. 


Finally, if the Secretary required that a cost target be a binding constraint on updates to the 
EHB at the federal level, this would constitute an effective enforcement mechanism. The 
committee has concluded that this approach is the preferred strategy given its focus on 
incorporating costs at the federal level although the committee recognizes the political and 
technical challenges in enforcing this constraint. Further, the committee notes that under this 
approach the constraint is applied only to the contents of the EHB package. 


Mechanism for Achieving the Cost Target 


The committee considered three mechanisms by which cost targets could be achieved: (1) no 
mechanism; (2) change only what is included in the essential health benefits; or (3) allow factors 
other than the scope of EHB to be adjusted. 


The first approach acknowledges that for certain options, no mechanism to achieve the target 
is required.  


The second approach is to focus on making adjustments to the EHB that are “cost neutral.” 
As updates are considered, in order for a new benefit area or new services to be added within an 
existing area, some other benefit or service would have to be reduced or eliminated to produce a 
package that falls within the cost target. In the future, the Secretary may be asked to consider 
categories other than those initially covered. Such inclusions would have to be considered within 
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the context of the budget constraint. Because a major driver of cost increases is medical 
technology (Smith et al., 2009), whether new technologies are treated as part of the underlying 
trend or treated as a new benefit area will significantly affect how much this approach 
contributes to restraining cost growth. This approach is intended to be consistent with ensuring 
that the EHB package does not become an ever-expanding entitlement over time, resulting in a 
price that makes the package increasingly unaffordable. The committee notes that in the next few 
years, because the EHB is likely to lack specificity, there will be limited opportunities for the 
Secretary to explicitly consider whether certain new technologies should be included or not. 
They will likely be included in the general categories that define the EHB at the outset. Going 
forward, however, the committee intends that the specificity of the EHB will increase such that 
the Secretary can address the role of new technology more explicitly and require that inclusion of 
such changes meet the process below. The committee believes that this option is within the 
authority currently held by the Secretary. 


The third approach is to allow all factors that can influence health care costs to be available 
for achieving the cost target. This would allow levers such as network design, value-based 
purchasing, medical management, and similar tools to be used to achieve a cost target. While 
benefit design would be one of those tools (though limited by the actuarial value rules), it would 
not be the only available option. The committee believes that this approach is most effectively 
executed at the state and health plan levels and would anticipate that the implementation of the 
EHB would incorporate these strategies. 


The committee has concluded that adjustments to the EHB should be cost neutral, that is, any 
changes could not result in a package that is more expensive than the estimated cost of the 
existing package in the next year. Putting the design choices together, the committee 
recommends that costs be incorporated into updates to the EHB at the federal level, using 
premiums as the unit at which the costs of the EHB are characterized, using cost information to 
create a binding constraint on the content of future year packages, enforcing a cost-neutral 
approach to updates, and achieving the premium target only through changes in the EHB. The 
committee believes that the public deliberative process described previously in this report should 
be used to inform priorities for making tradeoffs within the cost constraints.  


 
Recommendation 4b: The Secretary should explicitly incorporate costs into updates to the EHB 
package. 


• The Secretary should obtain an actuarial estimate of the national average premium for 
a silver-level plan with the existing EHB package in the next year; the estimate will 
account for trends in medical prices, utilization, new technologies, and population 
characteristics. 


• Any changes to the EHB package should not result in a package that exceeds the 
actuarially estimated cost of the current package in the next year. A public deliberative 
process should be used to inform choices about inclusions to or exclusions from the 
updated package, with specific attention to how inclusion of new benefits could 
affect the availability of existing covered benefits. 


 


Consequences for EHB and the ACA of Failing to Address Rising Health 
Care Costs 


Congress clearly signaled a concern about the impact of changes to the EHB over time on the 
costs of the package and on existing coverage by calling these items out as specific required 
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aspects in the annual report to Congress and the public. From the beginning of its deliberations, 
the committee unanimously agreed that if the country does not address the problem of health 
care costs growing faster than the GDP, the effectiveness of the ACA in achieving its goal of 
substantially reducing the number of people without a basic level of health insurance will be 
undermined. This is necessary to ensure the integrity of the EHB in the future. The committee 
offers two concrete illustrations of the problem. 


As Figure 9-1 shows, U.S. health care spending is increasing in all sectors at an exponential 
rate. The Chief Actuary for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services estimates that the 
ACA will not result in a deceleration in the spending growth rate, but likely will contribute to a 
small increase (0.9 percent between 2010 and 2019) (CMS, 2010a). 
 
 


 


 
FIGURE 9-1 U.S. health care expenditure trends.  
SOURCE: Adapted from National Health Expenditure Accounts data, 1965-2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 


Total Expenditures 


Total Private 


Total Public 


Federal 


State & Local 







Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.


Essential Health Benefits:  Balancing Coverage and Costs


9-12                                                                                                         ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS 


PREPUBLICATION COPY: UNCORRECTED PROOFS 


Rapid growth in health spending by itself would not be a problem if the U.S. economy were 
growing at the same rate, but this is not the case, as shown in Figure 9-2. Since 1990, the growth 
in national health care spending consistently has exceeded the growth in GDP by 2 to 3 
percentage points. The effect of this pattern is that an increasing share of national spending goes 
to health care, which crowds out spending on other goods and services by individuals, 
businesses, and governments, such as support for public education, investment in infrastructure 
(e.g., transportation and utilities), and provision of social services for vulnerable populations. 


 


 
 
   
FIGURE 9-2 U.S. national health care spending relative to growth in GDP.  
SOURCE: Catlin, 2007. Copyrighted and published by Project HOPE/Health Affairs as Catlin et al., 
National health spending in 2005: The slowdown continues. Health Aff (Millwood):2007; 26(1):142-153. 
The published article is archived and available online at www.healthaffairs.org. 
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How does this affect the definition and updating of essential health benefits? Among other 
things, it means that each year it will cost relatively more of everyone’s income to purchase the 
same package of benefits, reducing both individual and social capacity to spend and invest in 
other areas. The committee’s recommendation 4b is designed to ensure that the EHB not 
accelerate the increase in spending above the rate of medical inflation for the 68 million 
Americans whose terms of purchase are governed by the EHB definition. However the 
committee also recognized that the EHB should not be held to a different standard than the rest 
of the public and private health care sectors—for example, by limiting the growth in spending on 
the EHB alone. If the committee had recommended that the growth in the estimated average 
premium to purchase the EHB be held to a lower rate of growth than overall medical spending, 
the result would have been to make the EHB cover less and less over time—clearly at odds with 
the intent of Congress.  


Since the committee’s recommendation in 4b allows the cost of the EHB to increase with 
medical inflation, this enhances the likelihood of maintaining the initial level of 
comprehensiveness established by the Secretary. Unfortunately, this also means that the cost of 
the EHB will likely continue to increase faster than wages and faster than the growth in the 
economy. In turn, the number of people who will be able to afford to purchase the EHB-defined 
insurance will decline. As the premiums increase, subsidies will take a larger share of the federal 
budget. As premiums rise, many more people will choose to enroll in Medicaid, rather than a 
private plan on the exchange, increasing the strain on state budgets. All of these consequences 
violate one of the criteria established by the committee:  the EHB should be affordable for 
consumers, employers, and taxpayers. The committee further envisioned that the pressure on 
federal and state budgets might lead to repeal of the EHB requirement. This threat to the long-
term integrity of the EHB caused the committee to consider what could be done in order to 
mitigate these adverse consequences.  


Serious efforts to change the rate of increase in health spending will have to go beyond the 
definition of essential health benefits—the cost trend cannot be moderated through this 
mechanism alone. Mindful of its focus on EHB integrity, the committee considered a variety of 
strategies for addressing this problem and came to some conclusions about desirable attributes of 
an approach the Secretary might adopt. First, the committee considered whether a Medicare-only 
strategy for reducing health spending growth might be enough to change the country’s health 
care spending trajectory. Although Medicare represents a significant portion of the U.S. health 
market (20 percent) (CMS, 2010b), Medicare is the only sector that is not directly subject to the 
EHB, and it is not clear that changes in this segment of the market alone would be enough to 
affect overall spending. The committee was also concerned that Medicare-only strategies might 
result in responses in other segments that include higher rates of increase in prices in the non-
Medicare market and changes in the quantity and quality of services offered to all patients, which 
might undermine the effectiveness of this particular cost control strategy. In fact, in a hearing on 
the 2011 Medicare Trustees Report, representatives from the American Academy of Actuaries 
indicated that “when evaluating proposals to improve Medicare’s financial condition, it is 
important to recognize that improving the sustainability of the health system as a whole requires 
slowing the growth in overall health spending rather than shifting costs from one payer to 
another” (American Academy of Actuaries, 2011). 


The committee then considered whether a federal-only or government-only strategy would be 
adequate to control health spending and preserve the intended scope of health benefits. Federal 
sources of spending (Medicare, Medicaid, Department of Defense [DOD], Department of 







Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.


Essential Health Benefits:  Balancing Coverage and Costs


9-14                                                                                                         ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS 


PREPUBLICATION COPY: UNCORRECTED PROOFS 


Veterans Affairs [VA], Federal Employees Health Benefits Program [FEHBP], Indian Health 
Service, community health centers, Title X clinics) combined represent a substantial portion of 
the health care market (27 percent according to the CMS Actuary). State spending, dominated by 
Medicaid, adds another 16 percent to the overall share accounted for by the public sector. 
Although this approach would contribute to changes in a larger portion of the market, the 
committee expects that adverse effects on prices in the private sector are possible and that the 
failure to coordinate strategies with the private sector, which is also affected by the EHB, would 
limit the effectiveness of this approach.  


There are a variety of payers and different payment mechanisms in the market today; changes 
in one payer can affect the others in many different ways including choices made about which 
plan to enroll in (Medicaid versus exchange), access to providers willing to take patients with 
different types of insurance, changes in the site of care (hospital versus office or stand-alone 
center), changes in the quantity of services ordered, and changes in the quality of care provided. 
A private-public strategy can ensure that the approaches in each sector are not in conflict with 
one another.  


Having concluded that a strategy that involves all payers is essential to ensure serious 
attention to the problem of rising health care costs and a set of strategies that would not result in 
market distortions, the committee considered whether any existing body could take on this 
charge. None of the examined entities explicitly engages the private sector although IPAB will 
ultimately make recommendations that relate to the private sector.  


Much of the impetus for establishing IPAB was to provide an alternative to Congressional 
deliberation on technical proposals for improving the sustainability of Medicare and this 
influenced the structure and function of IPAB. IPAB has not yet been constituted and has a full 
agenda. Without engagement of the private sector in a meaningful way, the committee believed 
that it is less likely that actions recommended by IPAB for the private sector will be accepted 
and acted upon. The committee believes that IPAB’s structure (i.e., full time, federal employees) 
is not optimal for purposes of engaging the private sector in implementation. Furthermore, the 
IPAB is not required to start making advisory recommendations about spending outside of 
Medicare until 2015. The committee believed that the legislative language for composition, 
function, and timeline of activities for IPAB would have to be changed at least in the following 
ways: (1) have private sector representation, (2) be able to address provider payments before 
2020, and (3) have a unified approach addressing both Medicare and the private sector 
simultaneously (see Ebeler et al., 2011). Because IPAB is seen by some as taking away 
Congressional authority, the committee was concerned that its future might be compromised by 
ongoing political debate over whether it should exist at all, and the prospect for legislative 
change is unpredictable at best. 


Unless a strategy for containing costs throughout the healthcare system is adopted, the 
definition of an essential health benefits package will ultimately fail to achieve congressional 
intent to establish an appropriate basic package that is affordable and extends coverage to 
millions.  


 
Recommendation 4c:   To ensure over time that EHB-defined packages are affordable and 
offer reasonable coverage, the Secretary of HHS, working in collaboration with others, 
should develop a strategy for controlling rates of growth in health care spending across all 
sectors in line with the rate of growth in the economy.  
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The committee concluded that any meaningful approach to developing a strategy for 
controlling cost should include the following attributes: the approach should (1) be nonpartisan, 
(2) include public and private sector collaboration, (3) integrate activities across all sectors, and 
(4) be able to act on the recommendations. For example, the Secretary could co-convene a 
commission with a representative of the private sector experienced in purchasing health services 
to develop and implement meaningful actions to control costs. Because coordinated federal 
action would increase the likelihood of success in the public sector, the Secretary of HHS could 
coordinate federal participation in a commission and oversee federal implementation of such a 
commission’s recommendations.  


In summary, while it may appear that addressing the rate of growth in health care spending is 
beyond the scope of the EHB provisions, the committee views its Recommendations 4b and 4c 
as necessary complements. The committee’s Recommendation 4b is designed to preserve the 
scope of benefits over time and to ensure that the EHB package itself will not accelerate the 
increase in spending by keeping the package equivalent in content. But without making 
concerted progress in stemming rising health care costs (Recommendation 4c), it will cost more 
to purchase the same package of benefits each year, eroding the purchasing power of the 
estimated 68 million people who will depend on EHB coverage. Eventually, the EHB package 
will become a hollow promise of coverage. The committee’s charge was to develop a viable 
approach to defining the EHB that would work now and into the future, and this requires a two-
pronged approach.  


 


NATIONAL BENEFITS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Having identified a set of recommendations for updating the EHB and addressing the sector-


wide challenges with rising health care costs, the committee next considered whether the 
Secretary would benefit from forming a new advisory group focused on updates to the EHB. The 
committee refers to this advisory group as the National Benefits Advisory Council (NBAC). The 
Public respondents to questions posed about updates to the EHB often noted that this activity 
should not be solely a staff function within HHS because it requires making tradeoffs based on 
science, values, and diverse viewpoints and doing so in a transparent and fair manner. This led 
the committee to agree with numerous commenters that prefer a process to provide the Secretary 
with ongoing, structured external advice, such as through an advisory body. As envisioned by the 
committee, the advisory group, would be 


 
• Comprised of a diverse group of stakeholders and 
• Free from political influences (e.g., by ensuring that benefit decisions are evidence-based 


and that proposed changes are reviewed by an independent, nonpolitical body). 
 


Public comments suggested two main advisory body approaches: an HHS panel or “an 
independent, nonpartisan” advisory body. An HHS panel was variously referred to as an 
oversight body or standing committee (Baker, 2010; Metz, 2010). Before considering whether 
any existing entities could serve this function, the committee identified the functions of an 
external advisory committee. 
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Functions of the NBAC 
The NBAC should advise the Secretary on (1) the research framework and scope of the data 


collection  discussed earlier (Chapter 7), (2) updates to the overall benefit package and related 
benefit design issues, (3) changes to the premium target, and (4) appropriate mechanisms for 
evaluating new interventions. The IOM committee considered whether the NBAC should have a 
role in defining the initial EHB package; while the committee was not opposed to the NBAC 
having a role, the members thought that it would not be practical to get the NBAC appointed and 
operational in a timely enough fashion to be useful in the initial definition process. The 
committee viewed its own activities as contributing to this initial process, and believes the initial 
EHB package will have to rely more on the scope of the typical employer plan than it will in the 
future. Additionally, the recommendation for structured public deliberation and making available 
the actuarial value of possible tradeoffs in rulemaking notices will contribute to a more 
transparent process during the initial definition of the EHB.  


The NBAC approach to updating should conform to the criteria that the committee offers to 
guide the methods for defining and updating the EHB (Figure S-2). The policy foundations that 
the committee used to frame its approach reflect the need to find a balance among competing 
societal goals. The EHB should ensure that the most vulnerable members of society are protected, 
the structure of the EHB encourages appropriate use of services, decisions be made on the best 
available science, available resources are used in the most cost-effective manner, and the process 
to define and apply decisions about the EHB be fair and transparent. The committee has defined 
an explicit approach to developing the updated national average premium to incorporate cost into 
the updating process. This approach is intended to ensure that changes to the EHB are cost-
neutral. The NBAC can provide the Secretary guidance on the considerations in updating that 
premium. Over time, medical trend inflation and other factors in the economy may require 
reexamination of the IOM committee’s recommended approach. In addition, the NBAC should 
ensure that a national public deliberative process is conducted periodically to inform debates on 
tradeoffs. If state-based public deliberations are widespread, sufficient information may be 
gathered and there may be no need to duplicate the process.  


The NBAC is to focus on what is appropriate for subsidized coverage in insurance programs 
that incorporate essential health benefits, not what should be covered in every public or private 
insurance program. Indeed, Section 1302 points out that ACA does not prohibit a health plan 
from providing benefits in excess of the EHB if individuals and/or employers choose to pay the 
additional costs.  


Consideration of Existing Entities 
Having identified the functions of the external advisory committee, the IOM committee 


considered a variety of existing entities to see if they might serve this advisory function as 
summarized in Table 9-2.
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The committee concluded that the USPSTF, MEDCAC, and PCORI would all likely produce 
scientific information that would be useful in considering updates but that none is constituted to 
provide the Secretary with the full range of advice required for updating. Thus, the committee 
recommends that a new body, a National Benefits Advisory Council, be established. The NBAC 
would be staffed by HHS. 


Appointment, Conflict of Interest, and Composition 
The IOM committee recommends that the appointment process for membership to this 


proposed NBAC be coordinated through a nonpartisan entity, such as the Comptroller General of 
the GAO. As part of any selection process, consultation could take place with a range of 
stakeholders on possible nominees, including Congress and the White House, and should include 
a process for disclosure of any real or perceived conflict of interest related to EHB, particularly 
any financial interests and professional or intellectual biases (Guyatt et al., 2010; IOM, 2011a, 
2011b).9 The GAO should take conflicts into account in the selection process and attempt to 
select a council as free of conflicts as possible. The council should be balanced with respect to 
intellectual and professional biases.  


The conflict of interest process should be repeated at the initial meeting of the NBAC and 
repeated periodically. Members should not be participating as representatives of stakeholder 
organizations, but rather as independent individuals. In general, members should divest financial 
investments that could be affected by recommendations, but given the breadth of possible EHB 
recommendations this may not be possible in all circumstances. Allowances can be made for 
exceptions, such as, when the group is not able to perform its work without members who have a 
conflict of interest. In all cases, members should recuse themselves from voting on selected 
topics with specific conflicts.  


Various health care advisory bodies are appointed by the U.S. Government Accountability 
Office (GAO) because of its own nonpartisan status. It provides Congress with reports, 
testimonies, correspondence, and legal decisions and opinions (GAO, 2011b). At its head, the 
Comptroller General of the United States has also been mandated to appoint certain health care-
related commissions, advisory groups, and governing boards (GAO, 2011a), and such 
responsibilities have increased substantially with the passage of the ACA. GAO is responsible 
for the appointments of members of six different bodies, including the Medicare Payment 
Advisory Commission (MedPAC), the Medicaid and CHIP (Children’s Health Insurance 
Program) Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC), the Patient-Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute (PCORI) Governing Board, the PCORI Methodology Committee, the National 
Health Care Workforce Commission, and the Consumer Operated and Oriented Plan (CO-OP) 
Program Advisory Board. The committee intends the NBAC to be advisory to the Secretary, not 
an operational body.10 


The NBAC should be multidisciplinary and balanced, comprising a variety of 
methodological experts and clinicians, as well as populations expected to be affected. This body 
will need sufficient expertise to fulfill its functions, including, for example, persons 
                                                 


9 Recent IOM standards for conflict of interest (COI) regarding clinical practice guideline development include the following elements: 
disclosure of potential conflicts prior to appointment, disclosure within the convened group, and divesture of financial investments whose interest 
could be affected by recommendations, but allowances made for exceptions, such as, when the group is not able to perform its work without 
members who have COI (IOM, 2009). 


10 To be in compliance with the Appointments Clause of the U.S. Constitution. See Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976).  
 







Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.


Essential Health Benefits:  Balancing Coverage and Costs


UPDATING THE EHB  9-19 


PREPUBLICATION COPY: UNCORRECTED PROOFS 


knowledgeable about the concerns of small employers, consumers, health professionals, and the 
insurance industry and persons with sufficient understanding of technical aspects of the tasks 
(e.g., economics, health services research, actuarial science). Members’ terms of appointment 
should be staggered to avoid turnover of the entire council at one time.  


Timeline 
Annual updates of the scope of benefits in health insurance contracts are the norm. Such 


updates reflect continuous review processes conducted throughout the year by insurers to 
consider evidence in the peer-reviewed literature, guidelines, and consensus statements; changes 
in regulatory agency approvals or in medical protocols that may necessitate a modification in 
benefits; or other information that is material to the status of a medical technology such as the 
quantity of use and importance of questions that have arisen regarding specific technologies 
(McDonough, 2011).  


Periodicity 


The IOM considered whether an annual update or some other interval was preferable. 
Respondents to the committee’s online questionnaire offered a variety of suggestions—that HHS 
establishing a “six-month monitoring process” (Wojcik, 2010), that the review occur annually 
(Edgington, 2010; Monahan, 2010), every two to three years (Bocchino, 2010; Keller, 2010; 
Mahoney, 2010), or as infrequently as every five years (Hafner, 2010). On the one hand, the 
process needs to be responsive to changes in public priorities and advances in clinical 
medicine—for example, some noted the importance of any time line for review having 
“sufficient flexibility to incorporate new information/breakthroughs” (Bocchino, 2010; Sacco, 
2010). On the other hand, insurers, in particular, raised concerns that the frequency of reviews 
“should be balanced with administrative burdens related to the incorporation of new services in a 
benefit package” (Bocchino, 2010). “It will take time for insurers to adopt any new changes 
made by HHS, and consumers have an interest in stable, predictable benefits and costs. 
Unnecessarily adjusting benefit packages will only serve to increase costs for insurers and 
consumers” (Kelmar, 2010). 


Other respondents suggested that updates correspond to updates in the FEHBP, which uses 
an annual contracting process. The committee concluded that annual update was best to be 
consistent with standard contracting practices. It is not expected that the entire EHB must be 
updated annually; however, the Secretary would have the flexibility to update whatever should 
be updated within a reasonable time after finding credible evidence of the need for change. 


The FEHBP cycle illustrates the amount of time required between identifying the need for 
change and getting that change implemented. In the context of updating, it suggests that 2016 
may be the earliest year that a revised benefit package would be offered in exchanges, and 
annually thereafter. Reporting from states on their operations during 2014 will likely not occur 
until at least 2 months into 2015, leaving the balance of that calendar year for consideration of 
revisions. Thus, the first year in which the Secretary would have to identify a premium target is 
for 2016.  


The NBAC provides an important forum for a transparent, public dialogue about how best to 
update the EHB in light of advances in science, information about the trends in health care 
spending, current societal assessments about the relative importance of newly available 
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interventions compared to the existing set, and results from research about the effects of the 
current EHB on access to appropriate care. 


 
Recommendation 5: As soon as is feasible, the Secretary should establish a National Benefits 
Advisory Council (NBAC), staffed by HHS but appointed through a nonpartisan process, such 
as the Office of the Comptroller General of the United States. The NBAC should 


• By January 1, 2013, advise the Secretary on a research plan and data requirements for 
updating the EHB package; 


• Starting in 2015 for implementation in 2016, make recommendations annually to the 
Secretary regarding (1) any changes to the EHB package by applying the committee’s 
recommended criteria (Summary Figure S-2), (2) any changes to the premium target, 
and (3) any mechanisms that would enhance the evidence base of the EHB package and 
its potential for promoting value; and 


• Advise the Secretary on conducting and using the results of a periodic national public 
deliberative process to inform its recommendations around updates to the EHB. 


 


CONCLUSION 
ACA provides for a comprehensive set of categories, within which there are many potential 


services and items eligible to be deemed essential and thereby qualify for public subsidy of 
coverage, thus using pooled public resources. A tradeoff exists between the inclusiveness of 
benefits, the cost of the insurance product for the consumer, and the sustainability of subsidies 
for the taxpayer. If the appropriate balance between comprehensiveness and affordability is not 
attained, there are tangible repercussions: 


 
• If the benefits are not affordable, fewer people will get adequate coverage. 
• If the benefit design puts excessive impediments to access, people will not get the care 


they need. 
• If health care spending continues to rise disproportionately to GDP, the EHB could end 


up being substantially cut.  
 
The committee concluded that any determination of scope of the benefit package should be 


thought about within the context of national, state, and consumer budget constraints and public 
examination of priorities. The committee’s aims for the EHB mirror the criteria for assessing the 
package’s content. The EHB must be affordable, maximize the number of people with insurance 
coverage, protect the most vulnerable individuals, promote better care, ensure stewardship of 
limited financial resources by focusing on high-value services of proven effectiveness, promote 
shared responsibility for improving our health, and address the medical concerns of greatest 
importance to the nation.  
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Appendix A 
 
This appendix includes: (1) the Section of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 


that provides the legislative foundation for the essential health benefits,1 and (2) 10 questions 
that were posted online for public comment to inform the committee on various perspectives. 


 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, 


Section 1302  
 
SEC. 1302. ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS REQUIREMENTS. 
(a) ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS PACKAGE.—In this title, the term “essential health 
benefits package” means, with respect to any health plan, coverage that— 
(1) provides for the essential health benefits defined by the Secretary under subsection (b); 
(2) limits cost-sharing for such coverage in accordance with subsection (c); and 
(3) subject to subsection (e), provides either the bronze, silver, gold, or platinum level of 
coverage described in subsection (d). 
(b) ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), the Secretary shall define the essential health 
benefits, except that such benefits shall include at least the following general categories and the 
items and services covered within the categories: 
(A) Ambulatory patient services. 
(B) Emergency services. 
(C) Hospitalization. 
(D) Maternity and newborn care. 
(E) Mental health and substance use disorder services, including behavioral health treatment. 
(F) Prescription drugs. 
(G) Rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices. 
(H) Laboratory services. 
(I) Preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management. 
(J) Pediatric services, including oral and vision care. 
(2) LIMITATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ensure that the scope of the essential health benefits 
under paragraph (1) is equal to the scope of benefits provided under a typical employer plan, as 
determined by the Secretary. To inform this determination, the Secretary of Labor shall conduct 
benefits typically covered by employers, including multiemployer plans, and provide a report on 
such survey to the Secretary. 
(B) CERTIFICATION.—In defining the essential health benefits described in paragraph (1), and 
in revising the benefits under paragraph (4)(H), the Secretary shall submit a report to the 
appropriate committees of Congress containing a certification from the Chief Actuary of the 


                                                 
1 To access the full text of the law: http://docs.house.gov/energycommerce/ppacacon.pdf. In addition, several organizations have published 


summary documents of the law. One example, published by the Kaiser Family Foundation can be found at: 
http://www.kff.org/healthreform/upload/8061.pdf.  
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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services that such essential health benefits meet the limitation 
described in paragraph (2). 
(3) NOTICE AND HEARING.—In defining the essential health benefits described in paragraph 
(1), and in revising the benefits under paragraph (4)(H), the Secretary shall provide notice and an 
opportunity for public comment. 
(4) REQUIRED ELEMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION.—In defining the essential health 
benefits under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall— 
(A) ensure that such essential health benefits reflect an appropriate balance among the categories 
described in such subsection, so that benefits are not unduly weighted toward any category; 
(B) not make coverage decisions, determine reimbursement rates, establish incentive programs, 
or design benefits in ways that discriminate against individuals because of their age, disability, or 
expected length of life; 
(C) take into account the health care needs of diverse segments of the population, including 
women, children, persons with disabilities, and other groups;  
(D) ensure that health benefits established as essential not be subject to denial to individuals 
against their wishes on the basis of the individuals’ age or expected length of life or of the 
individuals’ present or predicted disability, degree of medical dependency, or quality of life; 
(E) provide that a qualified health plan shall not be treated as providing coverage for the essential 
health benefits described in paragraph (1) unless the plan provides that— 
(i) coverage for emergency department services will be provided without imposing any 
requirement under the plan for prior authorization of services or any limitation on coverage 
where the provider of services does not have a contractual relationship with the plan for the 
providing of services that is more restrictive than the requirements or limitations that apply to 
emergency department services received from providers who do have such a contractual 
relationship with the plan; and 
(ii) if such services are provided out-of-network, the cost-sharing requirement (expressed as a 
copayment amount or coinsurance rate) is the same requirement that would apply if such services 
were provided in-network;  
(F) provide that if a plan described in section 1311(b)(2)(B)(ii) (relating to stand-alone dental 
benefits plans) is offered through an Exchange, another health plan offered through such 
Exchange shall not fail to be treated as a qualified health plan solely because the plan does not 
offer coverage of benefits offered through the standalone plan that are otherwise required under 
paragraph 
(1)(J); and 
(G) periodically review the essential health benefits under paragraph (1), and provide a report to 
Congress and the public that contains— 
(i) an assessment of whether enrollees are facing any difficulty accessing needed services for 
reasons of coverage or cost; 
(ii) an assessment of whether the essential health benefits needs to be modified or updated to 
account for changes in medical evidence or scientific advancement; 
(iii) information on how the essential health benefits will be modified to address any such gaps in 
access or changes in the evidence base; 
(iv) an assessment of the potential of additional or expanded benefits to increase costs and the 
interactions between the addition or expansion of benefits and reductions in existing benefits to 
meet actuarial limitations described in paragraph (2); and 
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(H) periodically update the essential health benefits under paragraph (1) to address any gaps in 
access to coverage or changes in the evidence base the Secretary identifies in the review 
conducted under subparagraph (G). 
(5) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this title shall be construed to prohibit a health 
plan from providing benefits in excess of the essential health benefits described in this 
subsection. 
(c) REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO COST-SHARING.— 
(1) ANNUAL LIMITATION ON COST-SHARING.— 
(A) 2014.—The cost-sharing incurred under a health plan with respect to self-only coverage or 
coverage other than self-only coverage for a plan year beginning in 2014 shall not exceed the 
dollar amounts in effect under section 223(c)(2)(A)(ii) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 for 
self-only and family coverage, respectively, for taxable years beginning in 2014. 
(B) 2015 AND LATER.—In the case of any plan year beginning in a calendar year after 2014, 
the limitation under this paragraph shall— 
(i) in the case of self-only coverage, be equal to the dollar amount under subparagraph (A) for 
self only coverage for plan years beginning in 2014, increased by an amount equal to the product 
of that amount and the premium adjustment percentage under paragraph (4) for the calendar 
year; and 
(ii) in the case of other coverage, twice the amount in effect under clause (i). If the amount of 
any increase under clause (i) is not a multiple of $50, such increase shall be rounded to the next 
lowest multiple of $50. 
(2) ANNUAL LIMITATION ON DEDUCTIBLES FOR EMPLOYERSPONSORED 
PLANS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a health plan offered in the small group market, the 
deductible under the plan shall not exceed— 
(i) $2,000 in the case of a plan covering a single individual; and 
(ii) $4,000 in the case of any other plan. The amounts under clauses (i) and (ii) may be increased 
by the maximum amount of reimbursement which is reasonably available to a participant under a 
flexible spending arrangement described in section 106(c)(2) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (determined without regard to any salary reduction arrangement). 
(B) INDEXING OF LIMITS.—In the case of any plan year beginning in a calendar year after 
2014— 
(i) the dollar amount under subparagraph (A)(i) shall be increased by an amount equal to the 
product of that amount and the premium adjustment percentage under paragraph (4) for the 
calendar year; and  
(ii) the dollar amount under subparagraph (A)(ii) shall be increased to an amount equal to twice 
the amount in effect under subparagraph (A)(i) for plan years beginning in the calendar year, 
determined after application of clause (i). If the amount of any increase under clause (i) is not a 
multiple of $50, such increase shall be rounded to the next lowest multiple of $50. 
(C) ACTUARIAL VALUE.—The limitation under this paragraph shall be applied in such a 
manner so as to not affect the actuarial value of any health plan, including a plan in the bronze 
level. 
(D) COORDINATION WITH PREVENTIVE LIMITS.—Nothing in this paragraph shall be 
construed to allow a plan to have a deductible under the plan apply to benefits described in 
section 2713 of the Public Health Service Act. 
(3) COST-SHARING.—In this title— 
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(A) IN GENERAL.—The term “cost-sharing” includes— 
(i) deductibles, coinsurance, copayments, or similar charges; and 
(ii) any other expenditure required of an insured individual which is a qualified medical expense 
(within the meaning of section 223(d)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) with respect to 
essential health benefits covered under the plan. 
(B) EXCEPTIONS.—Such term does not include premiums, balance billing amounts for non-
network providers, or spending for non-covered services. 
(4) PREMIUM ADJUSTMENT PERCENTAGE.—For purposes of paragraphs (1)(B)(i) and 
(2)(B)(i), the premium adjustment percentage for any calendar year is the percentage (if any) by 
which the average per capita premium for health insurance coverage in the United States for the 
preceding calendar year (as estimated by the Secretary no later than October 1 of such preceding 
calendar year) exceeds such average per capita premium for 2013 (as determined by the 
Secretary).  
(d) LEVELS OF COVERAGE.— 
(1) LEVELS OF COVERAGE DEFINED.—The levels of coverage described in this subsection 
are as follows:  
(A) BRONZE LEVEL.—A plan in the bronze level shall provide a level of coverage that is 
designed to provide benefits that are actuarially equivalent to 60 percent of the full actuarial 
value of the benefits provided under the plan. 
(B) SILVER LEVEL.—A plan in the silver level shall provide a level of coverage that is 
designed to provide benefits that are actuarially equivalent to 70 percent of the full actuarial 
value of the benefits provided under the plan. 
(C) GOLD LEVEL.—A plan in the gold level shall provide a level of coverage that is designed 
to provide benefits that are actuarially equivalent to 80 percent of the full actuarial value of the 
benefits provided under the plan. 
(D) PLATINUM LEVEL.—A plan in the platinum level shall provide a level of coverage that is 
designed to provide benefits that are actuarially equivalent to 90 percent of the full actuarial 
value of the benefits provided under the plan. 
(2) ACTUARIAL VALUE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Under regulations issued by the Secretary, the level of coverage of a plan 
shall be determined on the basis that the essential health benefits described in subsection (b) shall 
be provided to a standard population (and without regard to the population the plan may actually 
provide benefits to). 
(B) EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS.—The Secretary may issue regulations under which 
employer contributions to a health savings account (within the meaning of section 
223 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) may be taken into account in determining the level of 
coverage for a plan of the employer. 
(C) APPLICATION.—In determining under this title, the Public Health Service Act, or the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 the percentage of the total allowed costs of benefits 
provided under a group health plan or health insurance coverage that are provided by such plan 
or coverage, the rules contained in the regulations under this paragraph shall apply. 
(3) ALLOWABLE VARIANCE.—The Secretary shall develop guidelines to provide for a de 
minimis variation in the actuarial valuations used in determining the level of coverage of a plan 
to account for differences in actuarial estimates. 
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(4) PLAN REFERENCE.—In this title, any reference to a bronze, silver, gold, or platinum plan 
shall be treated as a reference to a qualified health plan providing a bronze, silver, gold, or 
platinum level of coverage, as the case may be. 
(e) CATASTROPHIC PLAN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A health plan not providing a bronze, silver, gold, or platinum level of 
coverage shall be treated as meeting the requirements of subsection (d) with respect to any plan 
year if— 
(A) the only individuals who are eligible to enroll in the plan are individuals described in 
paragraph (2); and 
(B) the plan provides— 
(i) except as provided in clause (ii), the essential health benefits determined under subsection (b), 
except that the plan provides no benefits for any plan year until the individual has incurred cost-
sharing expenses in an amount equal to the annual limitation in effect under subsection (c)(1) for 
the plan year (except as provided for in section 2713); and 
(ii) coverage for at least three primary care visits. 
(2) INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE FOR ENROLLMENT.—An individual is described in this 
paragraph for any plan year if the individual— 
(A) has not attained the age of 30 before the beginning of the plan year; or 
(B) has a certification in effect for any plan year under this title that the individual is exempt 
from the requirement under section 5000A of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 by reason of— 
(i) section 5000A(e)(1) of such Code (relating to individuals without affordable coverage); or  
(ii) section 5000A(e)(5) of such Code (relating to individuals with hardships). 
(3) RESTRICTION TO INDIVIDUAL MARKET.—If a health insurance issuer offers a health 
plan described in this subsection, the issuer may only offer the plan in the individual market. 
(f) CHILD-ONLY PLANS.—If a qualified health plan is offered through the Exchange in any 
level of coverage specified under subsection (d), the issuer shall also offer that plan through the 
Exchange in that level as a plan in which the only enrollees are individuals who, as of the 
beginning of a plan year, have not attained the age of 21, and such plan shall be treated as a 
qualified health plan. 
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Web Questions for Public Input on Determination 
of Essential Health Benefits 


 
What is your interpretation of the word “essential” in the context of an essential benefit package?  
 
How is medical necessity defined and then applied by insurers in coverage determinations? What 
are the advantages and disadvantages of current definitions and approaches?  
 
What criteria and methods, besides medical necessity, are currently used by insurers to determine 
which benefits will be covered? What are the advantages and disadvantages of these current 
criteria and methods?  
 
What principles, criteria, and process(es) might the Secretary of HHS use to determine whether 
the details of each benefit package offered will meet the requirements specified in the Affordable 
Care Act?  
 
What type of limits on specific or total benefits, if any, could be allowable in packages given 
statutory restrictions on lifetime and annual benefit limits? What principles and criteria could or 
should be applied to assess the advantages and disadvantages of proposed limits? 
 
How could an “appropriate balance” among the ten categories of essential care be determined so 
that benefit packages are not unduly weighted to certain categories? The ten categories are 
ambulatory patient services; emergency services; hospitalization; maternity and newborn care; 
mental health and substance use disorders services, including behavioral health treatment; 
prescription drugs; rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices; laboratory services; 
preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management; pediatric services, including 
oral and vision care. 
 
How could it be determined that essential benefits are “not subject to denial to individuals 
against their wishes” on the basis of age, expected length of life, present or predicted disability, 
degree of medical dependency, or quality of life? Are there other factors that should be 
determined? 
 
How could it be determined that the essential health benefits take into account the health care 
needs of diverse segments of the population, including women, children, persons with 
disabilities, and other groups?  
 
By what criteria and method(s) should the Secretary evaluate state mandates for inclusion in a 
national essential benefit package? What are the cost and coverage implications of including all 
current state mandates in requirements for a national essential benefit package?  
 
What criteria and method(s) should HHS use in updating the essential package? How should 
these criteria be applied? How might these criteria and method(s) be tailored to assess whether  
(1) enrollees are facing difficulty in accessing needed services for reasons of cost or coverage, 
(2) advances in medical evidence or scientific advancement are being covered, (3) changes in 
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public priorities identified through public input and/or policy changes at the state or national 
level?  
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Appendix B 
 


Stakeholder Decisions on Health Insurance 
 
 
This appendix expands upon Figure 1-2 in Chapter 1 with a discussion of how various 


stakeholder (individual, employer and employee, state, and health insurance company) decisions 
in the course of ACA implementation might individually, and together, impact the health 
insurance landscape.   


INDIVIDUAL CHOICE  
The individual purchaser must decide whether to buy insurance or not, which type of plan to 


participate in, and given a choice of plans, how much out-of pocket expenditures (premiums, 
deductible, co-pays) are considered affordable. 


Take-up Decisions 
Because of the individual mandate, individuals will have to decide whether to purchase 


insurance or accept the penalty.1 Depending on their financial circumstances, employment status, 
and attitudes toward having insurance, they will have choices among employer-sponsored 
insurance, subsidized coverage on the exchange, Medicaid, or even to remain uninsured. The key 
dollar triggers for individual take up are outlined in Box B-1. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


                                                 


1 Those without health insurance coverage will be required to pay a penalty in the form of a tax. This penalty will be the greater of $695 per 
year up to a maximum of three times that amount ($2,085) per family, or 2.5 percent of household income. It will be phased in: $95 in 2014, $325 
in 2015, and $695 in 2016; or 1.0 percent of taxable income in 2014, 2.0 percent in 2015, and 2.5 percent in 2016. Beginning after 2016, the 
penalty will be increased annually by the cost-of-living adjustment. Exemptions will be granted for financial hardship, religious objections, to 
American Indians, those without coverage for less than three months, undocumented immigrants, incarcerated individuals, those for whom the 
lowest-cost plan option exceeds 8 percent of an individual’s income, and those with incomes below the tax filing threshold (in 2009 the threshold 
for taxpayers under age 65 was $9,350 for singles and $18,700 for couples) (§ 1501 and § 10106).  
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With implementation of ACA, those currently uninsured will have to decide if they want to 


purchase coverage to obtain the financial protection and access that insurance provides or violate 
the mandate and pay the penalty. While some parties have criticized the mandate that everyone 
has to buy insurance, others have been critical that the imposed penalty amount is too low to 
motivate many to buy insurance, particularly if the premiums associated with the EHB are high 
(Kaiser Health News, 2010).  


Choice of Insurance 
Consumers purchasing private plans will retain their choice of insurer and type of plan 


purchased, and they are not required to purchase plans through the health insurance exchanges. 
The EHB will set a minimum set of standard benefits for health insurance plans offered to 
individuals and small businesses. Plans may add additional benefits beyond those in the EHB 


 
BOX B-1  


Key Dollar Triggers for Individuals (in 2011 dollars) 
 


Medicaid Eligibility  
      Eligibility: 138 percent federal poverty level (FPL) [$15,028 for individual, $30,843 for family of four  
             in 2011] 
     * No premium and nominal cost-sharing 
 
Penalty for Not Having Insurance in 2016  
       Is greater of 


o $695 per person, up to $2,085 family OR 
o 2.5 percent adjusted gross income share of premium for lowest-cost option  


 
 Exemption for financial hardship: 


o Share of premium for lowest-cost option ≥ 8 percent of income ($3,551 for median 
income), AND 


o Those with incomes below tax filing threshold ($9,350 for single; $18,700 for couples in 
2009) 


 
Exchange Subsidy 
       *Eligibility: 139-250 percent FPL [$15,137-$27,225 for an individual or $31,067-$55,875 for a family 


of 4 in    2011] 
o Sliding scale tax credits limit premium costs to 3-8.05 percent of income; sliding scale  


                          cost-sharing credits 
 
       *Eligibility: 251-400 percent FPL  [$27,334-$43,560 for an individual; $56,099-$89,400 for a family of 


four in                         2011] 
o Sliding scale tax credits limit premium costs to 8.05-9.5 percent of income; no cost-


sharing credits 
 
Exchange Nonsubsidized:  
       *Eligibility: > 400 percent FPL 


o No sliding scale tax credit and no cost-sharing credits. 
o No annual limit on deductibles specified in legislation 


 
NOTE: The FPL ranges are in current 2011 dollars. The triggers will be in 2014 dollars. 
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package, and an individual could choose to purchase the plan that best suits their individual or 
family needs, although purchasing additional benefits can mean a higher premium.   


Out-of-Pocket Cost 
Out-of-pocket costs include premiums, deductible payments, and co-payments (see Chapter 2 


for further discussion). Just as now, insurers will offer a variety of consumer plan options; 
having a more standardized benefit set should help consumers more easily comparison shop for 
the best value for them. Besides the initial premium, most plans have a deductible that the 
consumer must pay before insurance coverage begins. If enrolled in a plan that is a health 
maintenance organization (HMO), the consumer would have a primary care physician, be 
limited to the health care providers in that network, and would need a referral from the assigned 
primary care physician to see a specialist. If consumers choose a plan with a preferred provider 
network, they can see those preferred providers and only be responsible for the deductible and 
co-payment. It is possible to see an out-of-network provider, but it will cost you more if there is a 
difference between the provider’s bill and the approved level of coverage for in-network 
providers. Prospective patients have to consider, when seeking care, whether the “value of the 
care exceeds the out-of-pocket costs” (Baicker and Chandra, 2008).  


Research has shown that people without health insurance are more likely to experience 
financial burdens associated with utilization of health care services or to avoid the use of needed 
care due to the cost barrier. Yet, even among the insured, underinsurance has emerged as a 
barrier to care. For the healthy uninsured, those medical out-of-pocket (MOOP) costs may be 
minimal, but for the less healthy person they can be substantial. For example, 27 percent of the 
uninsured with chronic conditions spend more than 10 percent of their family income on MOOP 
expenses; similarly 30 percent of those who are poor spend more than 10 percent on MOOP 
expenses (Banthin, 2011; Banthin et al., 2008).2  


Because about 80 percent of individuals using the exchange are expected to be lower income 
(CBO, 2009), they will qualify for subsidies on a sliding scale when their income falls between 
133 and 400 percent FPL (U.S. Census Bureau, 2011).3 The subsidies are designed to hold 
enrollee spending on premiums at 3-9.5 percent of their household income (KFF, 2011b), in the 
form of an advanceable tax credit available at the time of purchase and paid to the insurer 
monthly rather than as a refund on a person’s tax return after the year is over.4 Households with 
incomes from 139-250 percent of the FPL will also receive subsidies for cost-sharing (KFF, 
2011a). The poorest citizens with incomes up to 138 percent of the FPL will qualify for 
Medicaid (KFF, 2011a).5 Persons who buy outside the exchange will pay the entire premium, as 
will those buying in the exchange whose income is over 400 percent of the FPL. 


CBO estimated the impact of health reform on premiums under the Senate Bill H. R. 3590, 
which is similar to the final ACA provisions, based on an average employer premium. The cost 
for individuals to buy in the exchange on their own is likely to result in a premium that is 10-13 


                                                 


2 Note: Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) data include premiums in MOOP calculations (Banthin et al., 2008). 
3 In 2011, 133 percent of the FPL was $29,725,50 for a family of four; 400 percent of the FPL was $89,400 for a family of four (HHS, 


2011). The subsidies are designed to hold enrollee spending on premiums at 3 to 9.5 percent of their household income (KFF, 2011b), in the form 
of an advanceable tax credit available at the time of purchase paid to the insurer monthly rather than as a refund on a person’s tax return after the 
year is over. §1412(c)(2)(A). 


4 § 1412(c)(2)(A). 
5 The Medicaid eligibility level is set at 133 percent of the FPL, but a 5 percent disregard effectively raises it to 138 percent (§ 1004(e)). 
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percent higher than without ACA requirements due to the more comprehensive nature of the 
required essential health benefits and the constraints on out-of-pocket costs. On the other hand, 
premiums would be effectively reduced by 56-59 percent for individuals who qualify for 
subsidies (CBO, 2009). 


EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES 


Decision to Offer 
Businesses, whether small or large firms, must first consider the value of offering insurance, 


not only in terms of recruiting and retaining their workforce, but also as a mechanism to meet 
employee expectations, promoting wellness and productivity. They must also consider the law’s 
individual mandate, and the subsequent increased demand for insurance by their employees 
(Eibner et al., 2010). Uninsured employees who do not want to pay a penalty will acquire 
insurance. Similarly, although not explicitly a mandate, beginning in 2014, firms with 50 or more 
employees that do not offer insurance and have one or more employee who obtains a tax credit 
on the exchange (excluding the first 30 employees), will have to pay a “fee” (penalty) of $2,000 
per employee6 (Section 1513). If employees are older and sicker, an employer may find it more 
financially advantageous to pay the penalty than to offer health insurance. This and other dollar 
considerations for employers and employees are outlined in Box B-2.  


 
 


 
BOX B-2  


Key Dollar Considerations for Employers and Employees 
 
Employer “Fees” 


• Firms with more than 50 employees that do not offer coverage are subject to a “fee” of $2,000 per 
employee if one or more employees obtains a tax credit on the exchange (excludes first 30 
employees) 


• Firms with more than 50 employees that DO offer coverage are subject to a “fee” of the lesser of 
$3,000 per employee receiving a tax credit on the exchange or $2,000 per full-time employee 


 
Employee Eligibility for Tax Credit 


• Employees are eligible for tax credit if actuarial value of employer plan is less than 60 percent 
OR if employee share of premium exceeds 9.5 percent of income 


 
Employee Deductible Limit in ESI 


• Maximum deductible of $2,000 for individual and $4,000 for others (Section 1302(c)(2)(A)). 
 


Insurer Cadillac Tax 
• Excise tax on insurers of employer-sponsored health plans with aggregate values greater than 


$10,200 for individuals and $27,500 for families starting in 2018 
 


                                                 


6 Note the penalty does not apply to the first 30 employees. 
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Self-Insure or Fully Insure 
A second decision facing employers is whether to self-insure or fully insure. With the 


implementation of ACA, research by RAND estimates little impact on employers that self-fund 
their insurance—that is, the employer provides health benefits to its employees with its own 
funds; these are typically but not always larger employers. However, RAND also found that a 
third of small businesses may self-insure if use of low attachment-point stop-loss insurance is 
allowable as a form of self-insurance,7 enabling them to avoid the EHB requirement (Eibner et 
al., 2011). Self-insured employers are exempt from ACA requirements on essential health 
benefits and from state-mandated benefits. Even though exchanges are not open to large 
employers initially, the National Business Group on Health, which represents large employers, 
still expressed concern about the content of EHB since “many employers will see anything the 
federal government does to define essential benefits as the floor for all benefits and that will have the 
effect of driving up costs” (Darling, 2011). In fully insured ESI, on the other hand, an employer 
contracts for insurance coverage through an insurance company rather than taking the risk 
directly. About half of the employees participating in this form of ESI are considered likely to 
purchase insurance through state-based health insurance exchanges because of a combination of 
better coverage options and lower costs.  


Level of Subsidy 
In making decisions to offer and/or to self-insure, firms will have to take into account tax 


credits, the applicable fees or penalties when not participating, and the availability of tax credits 
for employees, currently and into the future. ACA authorized a temporary tax credit beginning in 
tax year 2010 for businesses with less than the equivalent of 25 full-time employees with average 
annual wages of $50,000 or less8 (IRS, 2011b; Peterson and Chaikind, 2010). These small firms 
will receive a tax credit up to 35 percent of the employer premium contribution (employers must 
be contributing at least half of the premium), and this tax credit portion will rise to 50 percent in 
2014 at the time employers are required to offer health plan options through the exchange. How 
small the firm is (e.g., 10 or fewer, or larger), the average salary of the workforce, and whether 
the firm is a for-profit or nonprofit entity will determine the actual amount of the credit and how 
long the credit is available.  


Costs 
CBO analyses suggest that small firms with fewer than 50 employees could experience a 


premium change by 2016 of +1 percent to –2 percent without the small business tax credit; 
however, the tax credit would reduce premiums 8-11 percent for eligible firms (CBO, 2009).  


                                                 


7  Stop-loss insurance is a “form of reinsurance that provides protection for annual medical expenses above a certain limit. It can take the 
form of specific stop loss, where the insurance coverage reimburses all claims above a certain deductible (such as $100,000 per individual); 
or aggregate stop loss, where the the coverage reimburses a percentage of claims if a group’s claims exceed a certain percentage of the 
expected level (such as 120 percent)” (SOA, 2009).  Sixteen states have regulations that prohibit insurers from selling stop-loss policies 
with attachment points below specified limits, which range from $5,000 to $25,000 (Eibner et al., 2011). Jost further comments, when small 
employers “purchase “self-insured” packages from insurers, including stop-loss coverage with very low attachment points and 
administrative services, they are essentially purchasing conventional health insurance, except that it is free from state regulation” (Jost, 
2011). 
8  § 1421. 
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STATES 
States are concerned about their fiscal picture, taking into consideration the population that 


will be newly eligible for Medicaid, any impact the scope of the EHB package might have for 
their state employee benefit programs, and the extent to which the EHB will include current state 
mandates.  


Medicaid Costs 
Figure B-1 illustrates how states’ current Medicaid coverage levels stack up against the new 


ACA eligibility standard of 133 percent of the FPL for adults (with a 5 percent income 
disregard). While the EHB does not apply to this Medicaid expansion program, it forms the 
backdrop against which other decisions may affect state financial resources. Some states have 
expressed concern that the Medicaid expansion will be detrimental to their already tight budgets; 
others are finding that there may be choices in how they implement the ACA Medicaid 
provisions that may be beneficial once they take into account federal match provisions. They will 
have to consider the proportion and amount of Medicaid spending that they must cover versus 
what portion is paid by the federal government; this will vary considerably by state.  


 


 
FIGURE B-1 States vary in potential size of newly eligible Medicaid population.  
SOURCE: § 2001(a)(1)(C); KFF, 2011d.  
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States will also have to make decisions about how the exchange program intersects with any 
existing or other newly planned state programs, and how continuity of administration, continuity 
of care, and alignment of benefits across programs can be best ensured, since individuals and 
families frequently face eligibility changes (Washington State Health Benefit Exchange Project 
Health Care Authority, 2010). The EHB package will not apply to traditional Medicaid, which 
has its own set of federal mandatory benefits as well as optional benefits states can elect under 
Title XIX of the Social Security Act.9  


Questions have been raised about whether there will be a smooth transition or a disruption 
for those who sit at the interface between Medicaid and subsidy eligibility (i.e., 139 percent of 
the FPL), in terms of disruption in both the benefits covered and the network of available 
providers. Experience demonstrates that individuals “churn” in and out of Medicaid eligibility 
and enrollment frequently; Sommers and Rosenbaum estimate that 35 percent will have their 
eligibility change from Medicaid to the exchanges or the reverse within six months, and 50 
percent will experience a change within one year (Sommers and Rosenbaum, 2011). Addition-
ally, 401 percent of the FPL presents another “cliff;” in this case, where the affordability of the 
EHB package falls solely on the individual.10  


EHB Applicability to State Programs 
As noted in Chapter 1, the EHB will apply to the new Medicaid benchmark and benchmark-


equivalent plans and state basic health insurance plans for low-income persons not eligible for 
Medicaid, unless the plans are grandfathered in with their current arrangements because they 
were operational when ACA passed. The EHB will also apply to state employee benefit 
programs unless they are self-insured.  


 Medicaid benchmark and benchmark-equivalent plans were initiated under the Deficit 
Reduction Act of 2005 to give flexibility to states to define a different scope of services than that 
of Title XIX, although programs are held to a benchmark (i.e., FEHBP preferred provider 
equivalent coverage, state employee coverage, a health maintenance organization [HMO] with 
the largest insured commercial population in the state, or any other HHS Secretary’s approved 
benefits coverage). Certain groups of individuals are exempt from being enrolled in benchmark 
plans (Families USA, 2010).11  


The State Basic Health Program is an optional insurance plan that states elect to develop in 
order to cover persons whose income falls between 133 and 200 percent FPL and for low-income 
legal resident immigrants who are not eligible to receive Medicaid. Federal subsidies to the states 
for this type of program would be at a level equivalent to 95 percent of the federal subsidy if the 
person had participated in the exchange. Other requirements besides the EHB include that the 
premium not exceed what would have been paid in the exchange; the plan, to the extent available 
in the area, is a managed care system; and innovations in care coordination are fostered (Dorn, 
2011).  


                                                 


9 Social Security Act § 1902(a)(10)(A).  
10 Personal communication with Carolyn Ingram, State Medicaid Directors Conference Call, February 16, 2011. 
11 Categories exempt from mandatory enrollment in a benchmark program include: “pregnant women, dual eligibles, blind and disabled 


individuals, children in foster care, TANF [Temporary Assistance for Needy Families] and Section 1931 (mandatory parents, women in the breast 
or cervical cancer eligibility categories, terminally ill hospice patients, some institutionalized populations, medically frail and special needs 
populations, beneficiaries who quality for long-term care, and medically needy individuals and those who spend down to qualify for Medicaid” 
(Families USA, 2010). 
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State Mandates 
States are also concerned about what the relationship will be between mandates required by 


each state’s own legislature and the EHB. States must pay the cost of mandates that are above 
and beyond the EHB, having repercussions for state budgets12. On the other hand, if the EHB 
was set to mirror the requirements of a state with many mandates, then a state with a history of 
few mandates would expect that newly resulting commercial insurance products might far 
exceed what the state thinks is an acceptable premium for its residents. For example, if the EHB 
package is more comprehensive than that currently offered for state employees, the state will 
incur additional expenses. 


HEALTH INSURANCE COMPANIES 
Insurers must decide which markets to enter, which products they will offer, and at what 


premium price levels.  


Products 
Insurers participating in the exchanges must offer at least one gold and one silver plan, each 


of which must meet certain standards—on benefits, sufficient provider choice in networks 
(including essential community providers), cost-sharing, premiums, rating restrictions, uniform 
quality improvement strategy, and measurements of plan performance—that are the same for 
new enrollees whether the plan is offered in or out of the exchange.13,14


 Up to now, it has been at 
the discretion of insurance companies to decide what benefits to offer in their policies or plans 
and adjust benefits and prices according to the market demand. ACA requires individual and 
small group plans to incorporate the EHB; however, it also says that insurers can offer benefits 
“in excess of the essential health benefits.”15


  


Pricing 
Under ACA, there is guaranteed issue, meaning an individual cannot be turned down based 


on health or risk status, nor can an employer be turned down for the health status of its 
employees. Only a few demographic characteristics can still be factored into the premium rates: 
geographic region, age, and tobacco use, but the latter two have restrictions (i.e., premiums for 
older individuals can only be three times higher than the premium for younger individuals; 1.5 
times higher for users of tobacco16). ACA still allows insurers to employ utilization management 
practices in common use by group health plans and health insurance issuers at the time of 
enactment and bars the issuance of regulations that would prohibit their use.17  


Deductibles and cost-sharing arrangements are other elements factored into premium prices. 
For example, when two policies have the same benefits, typically the one with the higher 
deductible and higher cost-sharing provisions will have a lower premium, although some 


                                                 


12 § 1311(d)(3).  
13 Requirement to offer at least one gold and one silver plan levels (§ 1301(a)(1)(C)(ii)); benefits (§ 1302(b)(1)(A)-(J)); sufficient provider 


choice in networks (§1311(c)(1)(B)-(C)); premium assistance tax credits for individuals (§ 1401)l reduced cost-sharing for individuals (§ 1402);  
rating restrictions (§ 1311 (c)(3)); quality improvement strategy (§1311(c)(1)(E); and measurements of plan performance, (§1311(c)(1)(D)(i)). 


14 Health insurance coverage already in force before January 1, 2014, will be grandfathered and not subject to the restrictions. 
15 § 1302(b)(5). 
16 § 2701(a)(1)(A)(iii)-(iv). 
17 § 1563(d). 
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exceptions do exist. ACA set limits on deductibles for employer plans ($2,000 for single 
coverage, $4,000 for others) but not individual plans, as well as annual limits on cost-sharing for 
both employer and individual plans. Annual cost-sharing cannot exceed thresholds applicable to 
Health Savings Account (HSA)-qualified high-deductible health plans ($6,050 for individuals 
and $12,100 for families for 2012; (IRS, 2011a). The scope of benefits as well as other benefit 
design and administration elements will have an impact on the ultimate premium; these are 
discussed further in Chapter 2.  
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Appendix C 


Examples of Degrees of Specificity of Inclusions 


 
This appendix first provides illustrative information on health plan inclusions as reported 


through surveys (BLS, 2009; Mercer, 2009, 2010), plan documents (DOL, 2011), and a listing of  
Maryland’s guidance on comprehensive standard health plan requirements for plans offered to 
small businesses (Table C-1). Subsequent tables provide detailed inclusion information for 
standard small group and individual policies for three insurers: CIGNA (Table C-2),1 
UnitedHealthcare (Table C-3),2 and WellPoint (Table C-4).3 Each of these insurers responded in 
their own words and their own understanding of the terms, so the manner in which they 
responded varies slightly. Also it should be noted that while some services are listed under 
headings using the 10 categories of care, this does not mean that the other services listed later in 
the table could not be classified under one of those headings. 


                                                 
1 Personal communication, Rosemary Lester, CIGNA Product, September 9, 2011. 
2 Personal communication, Sam Ho, UnitedHealthcare, September 13, 2011. 
3 Personal communication, Ruth Raskas, WellPoint, September 9, 2011. 
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Appendix E 
 


Description of Small Group Market Benefits 
Provided by WellPoint 


 
 


The IOM committee found the WellPoint analysis of their products helpful in understanding 
benefit inclusions and exclusions in the small group market to complement the listing of covered 
services and exclusions found in Appendix C and F, respectively.   
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The Determination of Essential Health Benefits 


Background


As outlined in our comments submitted to the Institute of Medicine (IOM) on December 6, 2010, 
WellPoint believes that when determining what benefits are essential, it will be imperative to balance 
the need for comprehensive, evidence-based coverage with the need to ensure access to affordable 
coverage for consumers.  If “essential” is defined too broadly, such as by including benefits without a 
sound evidence base or items that are currently not included in many individual or employer benefit 
packages, consumers’ access to affordable coverage will be compromised.   


In order to better understand what benefits should be considered essential, WellPoint has undertaken a 
process to evaluate our fully-insured, small group market (where a small group is defined as one with 1 
or 2 to 50 employees) product offerings across the country to identify where there is consistency across 
our products, where there might be differences, and the cost impacts of these differences.  The 
attached exhibits illustrate our findings.  As you will see, there is little variation in our typical small group 
plans within and across states.  However, the cost impact of those benefits that vary can be substantial, 
especially when taken in sum.  We share this information in the hopes that it may be helpful as the IOM 
makes its recommendations to the Department of Health and Human Services regarding the 
determination of essential health benefits. 


Large Group Benefits


Plans offered in the small group market are standardized and provide little or no flexibility to add or 
remove coverage for services.  These standard plans are offered in all markets, small, mid-size and 
large, but large groups (those with over 100 employees) have the flexibility to customize their plans.  
Thus, because large groups also start with the same standard product portfolios in each state as 
offered to small groups, large group products generally cover the same services as the small group 
products in any given state.  The level of flexibility a large group has to customize their benefits is 
determined by funding type (fully-insured versus self-insured) and the size of the account.  For 
example, a 150 life fully-insured group has less flexibility to customize benefits than a 1,000 life self-
insured group.   


Most customization for large groups is around benefit cost share or benefit limits, not 
coverage/exclusions.  Less than 5% of customization requests deal with adding coverage.  Examples 
include requests to add coverage for specific non-covered prescription drugs or over-the-counter 
medications (majority), coverage for hearing aids, coverage for bariatric surgery, and coverage for 
infertility.  Very few (only about 2%) of the large group customization requests are to remove coverage, 
and most of these are self-insured groups requesting to remove state mandated coverage (as such 
mandates generally apply only to fully-insured products). 


Helpful Definitions for Exhibit A


� “Anthem/Blue Standard Coverage/Typical SG Plans” cover a standard set of medically necessary 
services including inpatient and outpatient hospital services, diagnostic services, physician visits 
and medical care, maternity care, surgical services, mental health and substance abuse services, 
therapy services, skilled nursing facility services, home health care services, preventive care 
services, and medical equipment and supplies.  For more details on inclusions and exclusions to 
the standard plan, please see Exhibits B and C, respectively.  


o Most variation across these standard plans is driven by differences in cost-sharing, not 
covered services. 
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The Determination of Essential Health Benefits 


o There is some variation across these standard plans in the "amount" of benefit provided 
(for example, the number of visits or services covered). 


o Some variation exists across these standard plans regarding site of care requirements or 
limitations (for example, coverage may be limited to outpatient setting or coverage only 
provided if Center of Excellence used). 


o Some variation in medical management exists across these plans across states. 
o While the standard set of covered services in “Typical SG Plans” is generally consistent 


across plans in each state, regardless of the size of the small group, there are some 
differences across our plans from state to state resulting from state mandate 
requirements and/or market demand and competitor standards.  The key differences are 
documented in Exhibit A. 


o As the membership numbers included in the Exhibit A indicate, the majority of 
WellPoint’s small group membership (90%+) are enrolled in standard coverage plans. 


� In several states, we offer plans, “Anthem/Blue Limited Coverage”, in the small group market that 
provide for a more restricted set of covered services.  These plans are low cost options that 
primarily cover hospital and surgical services, and provide limited or no coverage for other medical 
services that are generally covered under the more standard plans.  


� The response in the “State Mandated Benefit” column indicates whether or not states require 
coverage of this service under state law and should provide some indication as to why a service 
may be covered. 


2PREPUBLICATION COPY--UNCORRECTED PROOFS 
 







Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.


Essential Health Benefits:  Balancing Coverage and Costs


The Determination of Essential Health Benefits 


Exhibit A:  Standard Plan Variances


Benefit 
Range of 
Impact 


State Mandated 
Benefit? 


(Fully Insured Group 
Market)


Anthem/Blue 
Standard Coverage/ 


Typical Plan in the Small 
Group and Large Group 


Markets


Anthem/Blue Limited 
Coverage Plan 


Small Group Membership Allocation 
(Groups with up to 50 employees for 
all states) 


99.70% 0.30%


Small Group Membership Allocation 
(Groups with up to 50 employees only 
for states where Anthem/Blue Limited 
Coverage is currently marketed) 


99.25% 0.75%


Allergy Testing and Injections 0-1% No Covered Not covered 


Alternative Medicine (Acupuncture, 
acupressure, massage therapy, 
etc.)


0-1% In few states Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states Not covered 


Autism Services 0-1% In several states Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states 


Coverage varies 
across, but not within, 


states


Bariatric Surgery and Treatment of 
Morbid Obesity (Rider pricing can 
be 3 to 10 times higher) 


0-1% In a few states 


Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states 


Some change to coverage 
for services related to 
obesity resulting from 


PPACA preventive care 
implementation.


Coverage varies 
across, but not within, 


states


Some change to 
coverage for services 


related to obesity 
resulting from PPACA 


preventive care 
implementation.


Cardiac Rehabilitation 0-1% No Covered
Not covered 


(optional coverage 
available)


Dental Care - Preventive and Basic 
(Beyond oral health screening) 1-3% No


With very few exceptions, 
offered as optional rider 


coverage
Not covered 


Durable Medical Equipment 1-3% No Covered
Not covered  


except if related to 
diabetes


Early Intervention Services 0-1% In several states Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states 


Coverage varies 
across, but not within, 


states


Elective Abortion 0-1% 


In a few states the 
mandate prohibits 


embedding coverage for 
fully insured products, 
but allows coverage to 
be offered via optional 


rider


Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states Not covered 
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Anthem/Blue 
Standard Coverage/ State Mandated Anthem/Blue Limited Typical Plan in the Small Benefit? Coverage Plan Group and Large Group Range of (Fully Insured Group 


MarketsBenefit Impact Market)


Small Group Membership Allocation 
(Groups with up to 50 employees for 99.70% 0.30%
all states) 


Small Group Membership Allocation 
(Groups with up to 50 employees only 99.25% 0.75%for states where Anthem/Blue Limited 
Coverage is currently marketed) 


Hearing Tests and Hearing Aids 0-1% In several states Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states Not covered 


Infertility and Assisted 
Reproduction Services   1-3% In a few states Coverage varies across, 


but not within, states Not covered 


Medical Nutrition Therapy 
(Diabetes-related) 0-1%  In several states Coverage varies across, 


but not within, states Not covered 


Medical Nutritional Therapy 
(Obesity-related) 0-1% No


Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states 


Some change to coverage 
for services related to 
obesity resulting from 


PPACA preventive care 
implementation.


Not covered 


Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Services 1-3% In several states  Covered


Not covered 
(optional coverage 


available)


Orthotics and Special Footwear 0-1% In a few states Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states Not covered 


Outpatient Physical Therapy, 
Occupational Therapy, Speech 
Therapy and Manipulation Services 


3-5% No Covered Not covered 


Pharmacy (Full Generic + Brand 
Coverage) 10+% No Generally generic and 


brand covered 
Generic only coverage
(with some exceptions) 


Pharmacy (Generic Only to Full 
Generic + Brand Coverage) 10+% No Generally generic and 


brand covered 
Generic only coverage
(with some exceptions) 


Pharmacy (Generic+1 to Full 
Generic + Brand Coverage) 5-10% No Generally generic and 


brand covered 
Generic only coverage
(with some exceptions) 
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Anthem/Blue 
Standard Coverage/ State Mandated Anthem/Blue Limited Typical Plan in the Small Benefit? Coverage Plan Group and Large Group Range of (Fully Insured Group 


MarketsBenefit Impact Market)


Small Group Membership Allocation 
(Groups with up to 50 employees for 99.70% 0.30%
all states) 


Small Group Membership Allocation 
(Groups with up to 50 employees only 99.25% 0.75%for states where Anthem/Blue Limited 
Coverage is currently marketed) 


Specific Types of Drugs (Not 
included in pharmacy impacts 
above): 


Smoking Cessation Drugs 0-1% 


Weight Loss Drugs 0-1% 


Infertility Drugs 0-1% 


Contraceptives 0-1% 


Sexual Dysfunction Drugs 0-1% 


In a few states except 
contraceptive mandates 


in most states 


Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states 


Coverage varies 
across, but not within, 


states


Preventive Care Services Including 
Specific Screenings (Excludes 
vision exam cost listed below) 


3-5% 
All states mandate at 
least some preventive 


services 


Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states 


This has changed to 
comply with PPACA and 


standard non-
grandfathered plans now 


include full preventive care 
coverage


Coverage varies 
across, but not within, 


states


This has changed to 
comply with PPACA 
and standard non-


grandfathered plans 
now include full 
preventive care 


coverage


Private Duty Nursing 0-1% No Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states Not covered 


Prosthetics 0-1% In several states Covered Not covered  
(with some exceptions) 


Pulmonary Rehabilitation 0-1% No Covered
Not Covered 


(optional coverage 
available)


TMJ Treatment and Appliances 0-1% In several states Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states 


Coverage varies 
across, but not within, 


states
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The Determination of Essential Health Benefits 


Anthem/Blue 
Standard Coverage/ State Mandated Anthem/Blue Limited Typical Plan in the Small Benefit? Coverage Plan Group and Large Group Range of (Fully Insured Group 


MarketsBenefit Impact Market)


Small Group Membership Allocation 
(Groups with up to 50 employees for 99.70% 0.30%
all states) 


Small Group Membership Allocation 
(Groups with up to 50 employees only 99.25% 0.75%for states where Anthem/Blue Limited 
Coverage is currently marketed) 


Urgent Care Facility Services 0-1% No Covered Not covered 


Vision Exam/Refraction 0-1% No Coverage varies across, 
but not within, states 


Coverage varies 
across, but not within, 


states


Actuarial Pricing Assumptions 
� All cost impacts were trended to 1/1/2011 based on HAUS or Cost of Care Trends projections through 1/1/2011. 
� WellPoint’s commercial group pricing model was utilized to value cost impacts where claims experience was not readily 


available. 
� Network discounts used to value claims impacts were averaged across the company. 
� Impact estimates are relative to discounted allowed amounts (exclude impacts of member cost-sharing).
� These assumptions are only estimates of the impact and cannot be relied upon for the purpose of setting rates.
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The Determination of Essential Health Benefits 


Exhibit B:  Standard Plan Inclusions


� Preventive Care 


� Outpatient Care (In a Clinician’s Office) 
o Primary Care Office Visit 
o Specialist Office Visit 
o Pre and Post Natal Visits 
o Counseling (Family Planning, Nutritional, Other) 
o Allergy Testing 
o Allergy Shots 
o Diagnostic Lab (Non-Preventive) 
o Diagnostic X-Ray (Non-Preventive) 
o Other Diagnostic Tests (Hearing, EKG, etc.) (Non-Preventive) 
o Advanced Imaging (MRI, CT Scan, etc.) 
o Office Surgery 
o PT / OT / ST 
o Chiropractic Care / Spinal Manipulation  
o Therapy:  Radiation / Chemo / Non-Preventive Infusion & Injection 
o Prescription Drugs and Administration (For the Drug Itself Dispensed In-Office via Infusion / Injection) 
o Dialysis / Hemodialysis
o Outpatient Mental Health and Substance Abuse (Psychotherapy, etc.)


� Emergency Room (ER) Care 
o Facility ER Charge
o Other Facility Charges (Diagnostic Lab, X-Ray, Supplies, etc.)
o Facility Advanced Diagnostic Imaging (CT Scan, etc.)
o Physician Services (ER Physician, Radiologist, Anesthesiologist, Surgeon, etc.)  


� Outpatient Care in a Hospital, Free-Standing Facility or Urgent Care Facility  
o Facility Surgery Charge (Surgery Suite)
o Other Facility Surgery Charges (Diagnostic Lab / X-Ray, Supplies, etc.)
o Physician Surgery Charges
o Facility Charge (Charge for Procedure Room, Other Ancillary Facility Services)
o Physician Charges (Radiologist, Pathologist, Anesthesiologist, etc.)
o Outpatient Mental Health and Substance Abuse (Facility)
o Outpatient Mental Health and Substance Abuse (Professional)
o Diagnostic Lab
o Diagnostic X-Ray
o Other Diagnostic (EKG, EEG, etc.)  
o Advanced Diagnostic Imaging (MRI, CT Scan, etc.)
o PT / OT / ST / Spinal Manipulation
o Therapy:  Radiation / Chemo / Non-Preventive Infusion / Injection
o Prescription Drugs and Administration (Drug Dispensed in Outpatient Facility via Infusion / Injection)
o Dialysis / Hemodialysis
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The Determination of Essential Health Benefits 


� Inpatient Care 
o Facility Room and Board Charge for:


� Hospital (Acute Care Facility)
� Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNF)
� Mental Health / Substance Abuse Facility
� Residential Treatment Center


o Facility Other Charges (Diagnostics Lab / X-Ray, Supplies, etc.)
o Physician Services for:


� General Medical Care
� Surgery
� Maternity
� Mental Health
� Substance Abuse


� Home Care 
o Home Health Care Services
o Home Dialysis
o Home Infusion Therapy


� Other 
o Ambulance (Ground and Air)
o Durable Medical Equipment (DME), Prosthetics, Medical Devices, Medical Supplies Received 


from Supplier
o Hospice
o Dental Services related to an Accident (Dentist’s Office)
o Vision Services (Exam)
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The Determination of Essential Health Benefits 


Exhibit C:  Standard Plan Exclusions


� Charges for Administrative Services 
o Exclude charges for administration or other service fees when not directly providing medical care.  


This includes, but is not limited to: completion of claim forms, charges for medical records or reports, 
missed or canceled appointments, storage or other administrative actions. 


� Commercial Weight Loss 
o Exclude Commercial Weight Loss Programs from core medical benefit. 


� Complications of Experimental Services 
o Exclude services related to complications resulting or arising from excluded services except where 


mandated or where DOI agreements have been made to cover.  


� Cosmetic Surgery 
o Exclude cosmetic surgery or other procedures performed solely for beautification or to improve 


appearance.


� Custodial Care
o Exclude custodial care (such as feeding, dressing, bathing, transferring, and activities of daily living).  


Does not apply to hospice. 


� Dental Services
o Exclude routine dental services, including topical and oral fluoride preparations, from standard 


medical and pharmacy benefits except where mandated.  
o This does not apply to products with embedded dental coverage. 
o Exclusion does not apply to:    


� Anesthesia and associated facility charges as a result of age and/or disability criteria. 
� Dental accidents - treatment, sought within 12 months, of an injury to natural teeth and when 


a treatment plan submitted for prior approval.  Injuries resulted from biting and/or chewing are 
not considered a dental accident.  


� Radiation - dental services to prepare the mouth for radiation therapy to treat head and/or 
neck cancer.    


� Educational Services; Self-Training; Vocational Services 
o Exclude educational services, self management / help training services, and vocational services 


except where mandated for diabetes and asthma, or where explicitly covered by another benefit.


� Experimental or Investigational Services 
o Exclude services deemed to be experimental or investigational unless specifically covered (e.g., 


Clinical Cancer Trials). 


� Food and Dietary Supplements 
o Exclude benefits for food or food supplements, except formulas and/or food products that are:


� Prescribed, ordered or supervised by a physician; and 
� Medically necessary as defined by medical policy. 


� Foot Care 
o Exclude routine or palliative foot care (comfort or cosmetic) unless medically necessary.
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The Determination of Essential Health Benefits 


� Gastric Bypass or Bariatric Surgery 
o Exclude Gastric Bypass and Bariatric surgery except where mandated.


� Gynecomastia 
o Exclude surgical treatments of gynecomastia for cosmetic purposes.  


� Health Club Memberships 
o Exclude Health Club Memberships from core medical benefit.  


� Hearing Aids and Routine Hearing Tests 
o Exclude coverage for hearing aids.  Cover routine hearing screenings as a part of preventive care.  


Cochlear implants are not included in the exclusion.


� Infertility Services
o Exclude all assisted reproductive technologies (ART) and the associated diagnostic testing and Rx 


treatments to support ART.  Examples include: 
� Artificial insemination 
� In-vitro fertilization 
� ZIFT – Zygote Intrafallopian Transfer 
� GIFT – Gamete Intrafallopian Transfer 


� Legal Liability 
o Exclude services for which the member has no liability to pay in the absence of this plan's coverage.  


This includes, but is not limited to: government programs; incarceration; workers compensation; and 
free clinics.


� Not Medically Necessary
o Exclude services deemed not medically necessary. 


� Oral Surgery 
o Exclude teeth extractions, surgical removal of impacted teeth, and other oral surgical services (not to 


include pharmacy services) for care of the teeth or of the bones and gums directly supporting the 
teeth.  These services are dental in nature and not covered under medical.  


o Other Oral Surgical Services are covered, including: 
� Treatment of medically diagnosed cleft lip, cleft palate, or ectodermal dysplasia;  
� Orthognathic surgery that is required because of a medical condition or injury which prevents 


normal function of the joint or bone and is deemed medically necessary to attain functional 
capacity of the affected part; 


� Oral/surgical correction of accident related injuries 
� Treatment of lesions, removal of tumors and biopsies 
� Incision and drainage of infection of soft tissue not including tooth-related cysts or abscesses. 


� Private Duty Nursing 
o Exclude private duty nursing provided in an inpatient setting (acute care or skilled nursing facility).  
o Nursing services in a home or hospice setting are covered as a part of Home Health Care benefits 


and Hospice benefits.


10PREPUBLICATION COPY--UNCORRECTED PROOFS 
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The Determination of Essential Health Benefits 


� Provider Not Recognized by Plan 
o Exclude services, supplies, or devices if they are not prescribed, performed, or directed by a provider 


or facility not defined by us as such, or not licensed to do so.


� Reversal of Sterilization
o Exclude reversal of elective sterilization. 


� Services from Relatives or Members of Immediate Family 
o Exclude services (applies to medical and pharmacy services) performed by a provider who is a family 


member by birth, marriage, or adoption, or by the provider to self.


� Services Related to Surrogacy 
o Exclude services related to surrogacy.  


� Sexual Dysfunction 
o Exclude drugs and devices used for the treatment of sexual dysfunction.
o Exclude services related to sexual transformations.


� Smoking Cessation Programs 
o Exclude smoking cessation programs that are not affiliated with WellPoint.


� Standby Physician Charges 
o Exclude all standby physician service charges.


� Unlisted Services 
o Exclude services not explicitly listed as covered.


� Vein Surgery 
o Exclude treatments of all varicose and spider vein surgeries for cosmetic purposes.


� Vision Services 
o Exclude the following: 


� Vision Correction Surgery (e.g. Lasik, radial keratotomy, etc.) to correct refractive error, 
including near sightedness, far sightedness, and/or astigmatism; 


� Orthoptics and vision therapy/training; and 
� Prescription and non-prescription eyewear. 


o Exclusion does not apply to medical and surgical services for the treatment of injuries and diseases 
affecting the eye (examples include eye exams for diabetics, eyewear/contacts and related services 
to replace human lenses following surgery or injury, etc.).   


PREPUBLICATION COPY--UNCORRECTED PROOFS 
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PREPUBLICATION COPY: UNCORRECTED PROOFS 


Appendix F 
 


 


Exclusions 
 


This table presents a sampling of general exclusions, beginning with a set of what was 
presented as typical of industry wide practices, followed by an Federal Employee Health Benefit 
(FEHB) program product, and then exclusions among CIGNA,1 UnitedHealthcare,2  Wellpoint 
individual and small group products3 (see Appendix E for more detail on the latter), and the 
Medicare program.4 The FEHB program develops a short list of general exclusions for both its 
fee-for-service and managed care plans (see, for example, Chapter 5, Box 5-2), which individual 
insurers can expand upon.  
 
 


                                                 
1 Personal communication, Rosemary Lester, CIGNA Product, September 9, 2011. 
2 Personal communication, Sam Ho, UnitedHealthcare, September 13, 2011. 
3 Personal communication, Ruth Raskas, WellPoint, September 9, 2011. 
4 Responses were compiled exactly as submitted, explaining any variance in style.  
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Appendix G 
 


Medical Necessity 
 


ELEMENTS OF DEFINITIONS 
As part of its task, the committee reviewed a variety of definitions of medical necessity (a 


sampling is given at the end of this appendix), identifying key elements, listed here singly for 
comparison purposes, but meant to be combined with other elements. The committee’s 
conclusion with respect to medical necessity guidance can be found in Chapter 5.  
 
Authority, Prudent Physician 


• Health care services or products that a prudent physician would provide to a patient 
(AMA, 2005; Harmon, 2011; Maves, 2010)  


• “Medically necessary” or “medical necessity” shall mean health care services that a 
physician, exercising prudent clinical judgment, would provide to a patient (Kaminiski, 
2007) 


• An intervention is medically necessary if, as recommended by the treating physician and 
determined by the health plan’s medical director or physician designee, it is… (Singer et 
al., 1999) 


 
Medical Purpose 


• A health intervention for the purpose of treating a medical condition—a research project 
at Stanford further defined a health intervention as an item or service delivered or 
undertaken primarily to treat (i.e., prevent, diagnose, detect, treat, palliate) a medical 
condition (i.e., disease; illness; injury; genetic or congenital defect; pregnancy; biological 
or psychological condition that lies outside the range of normal, age-appropriate human 
variation) or to maintain or restore functional ability (Singer et al., 1999)  


• Health care services or products … for the purpose of preventing, diagnosing, or treating 
an illness, injury, disease, or its symptoms in a manner (AMA, 2005; Harmon, 2011; 
Maves, 2010)  


• Health care…for the purpose of preventing, evaluating, diagnosing, or treating an illness, 
injury, disease, or its symptoms (Kaminiski, 2007) 


• “Medically necessary” is a term for describing a requested service that is reasonably 
calculated to prevent, diagnose, correct, cure, alleviate, or prevent worsening of 
conditions in the client that endanger life, cause suffering or pain, result in an illness or 
infirmity, threaten to cause or aggravate a handicap, or cause physical deformity or 
malfunction. There is no other equally effective, more conservative or substantially less 
costly course of treatment available or suitable for the client requesting the service. For 
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the purpose of this section, “course of treatment” may include mere observation or, where 
appropriate, no treatment at all (Washington Administrative Code, 2011).1 


• To prevent the onset or worsening of an illness, condition, or disability; to establish a 
diagnosis; to provide palliative, curative, or restorative treatment for physical and/or 
mental health conditions; and/or to assist the individual to achieve or maintain maximum 
functional capacity in performing daily activities, taking into account both the functional 
capacity of the individual and those functional capacities that are appropriate for 
individuals of the same age (Dhillon, 2011; NHeLP, 2011) 


• To acquire, retain, and improve the self-help, socialization, and adaptive skills necessary 
to reside successfully in home and community-based settings (Medicaid per [Ford, 2011]) 


• Screening and diagnostic services to determine physical or mental defects in recipients 
under age 21; and health care, treatment, and other measures to correct or ameliorate any 
defects and chronic conditions discovered2 


• For the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment, or prevention of disease or for the purpose 
of affecting any structure or function of the body3  


• Health care provided to correct or diminish the adverse effects of a medical condition or 
mental illness; to assist an individual in attaining or maintaining an optimal level of 
health; to diagnose a condition, or prevent a medical condition from occurring4  


• For the diagnosis or treatment of illness or injury or to improve the functioning of a 
malformed body member5 


• Necessary to prevent, diagnose, correct, or cure conditions in the person that cause acute 
suffering, endanger life, result in illness or infirmity, interfere with such person’s 
capacity for normal activity, or threaten some significant handicap6  


Scope 


• Clinically appropriate in terms of type, frequency, extent, site, and duration (AMA, 2005) 
• Clinically appropriate, in terms of type, frequency, extent, site, and duration, and 


considered effective for the patient’s illness, injury, or disease (Kaminiski, 2007)  
• The most appropriate supply or level of service, considering potential benefits and harms 


to the patient (Singer et al., 1999)  


Evidence 


• In accordance with generally accepted standards of medical practice (AMA, 2005; 
Harmon, 2011)  


• In accordance with generally accepted standards of medical practice; this means 
standards that are based on credible scientific evidence published in peer-reviewed 
medical literature, generally recognized by the relevant medical community, or otherwise 
consistent with the standards set forth in policy issues involving clinical judgment 
(Kaminiski, 2007) 


                                                 
1 Revised Code of Washington,  § 71.34.020.(2011). 
2 Code of Federal Regulations, Title 42, Chapter IV, § 440.40 (current as of August 3, 2011). 
3 Internal Revenue Tax Code, § 26(A)(1)(b)(VII)(213)(d)(1)(A)(B). 
4 Connecticut Agency Regulations, § 17b-134d-63, et seq. 
5 Social Security Act , Title XVIII, Section 1862 (a)(1)(a). 42 U.S.C.  
6 New York State Social Services Law, Title 1, Article 5, § 365 (a). 
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• Generally accepted standards of medical practice—standards that are based on credible 
scientific evidence published in peer-reviewed medical literature generally recognized by 
the relevant medical community, physician specialty society recommendations, and the 
views of physicians practicing in relevant clinical areas and any other relevant factors 
(Kaminiski, 2007)  


• In accordance with standards of medical practice that are based on credible scientific 
evidence published in peer-reviewed medical literature generally recognized by the 
relevant medical community, physician specialty society recommendations, and the 
views of physicians practicing in relevant clinical areas and any other relevant factors 
(Bocchino, 2010) 


• Known to be effective in improving health outcomes. For new interventions, 
effectiveness is determined by scientific evidence. For existing interventions, 
effectiveness is determined first by scientific evidence, then by professional standards, 
then by expert opinion (Singer et al., 1999) 


Value 


• Not more costly than an alternative service or sequence of services at least as likely to 
produce equivalent therapeutic or diagnostic results as to the diagnosis or treatment of 
that patient’s illness, injury, or disease (Kaminiski, 2007)  


• Cost-effective for this condition compared to alternative interventions, including no 
intervention; “cost-effective” does not necessarily mean lowest price (Singer et al., 1999)  


• That the item or service be the “least costly” alternative course of diagnosis or treatment 
for which there is adequate “clinical scientific evidence” of its safety and effectiveness7  


• There is no other equally effective, more conservative, or substantially less costly course 
of treatment available or suitable for the client requesting the service; for the purpose of 
this section, “course of treatment” may include mere observation or, where appropriate, 
no treatment at all8  


• The least costly among similarly effective alternatives, where adequate scientific 
evidence exists; and efficient in regard to the avoidance of waste and refraining from 
provision of services that, on the basis of the best available scientific evidence, are not 
likely to produce benefit9   


Not Primarily Convenience 


• Not primarily for the convenience of the patient, treating physician, or other health care 
provider (AMA, 2005) 


• Not primarily for the convenience of the patient, physician, or other health care provider 
(Kaminiski, 2007) 


• Not primarily for the convenience of the patient, physician, or other health care provider 
(Bocchino, 2011) 


• Not primarily for the economic benefit of the health plans and purchasers (AMA, 2005) 
 


                                                 
7 Tennessee Code Annotated, § 71-5-144. 
8 Washington Administrative Code, § 388-500-0005. 
9 Connecticut Agency Regulations,§ 17b-192-2(14). 
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Individuality of Application 


• Unless the contrary is specified, the term “medical necessity” must refer to what is 
medically necessary for a particular patient, and hence entails an individual assessment 
rather than a general determination of what works in the ordinary case. But where, as 
here, the plan administrator presents sufficient evidence to show that a treatment is not 
medically necessary in the usual case, it is up to the patient and his or her physician to 
show that this individual patient is different from the usual in ways that make the 
treatment medically necessary for him or her (Kaminiski, 2007) 
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National Settlement Language 
A class action court case clarified that medical necessity decisions must be individualized, 


also affirming that consideration of cost or comparative effectiveness was acceptable. The 
associated definition agreed to by more than 900,000 physicians and major insurance companies 
resulted in a definition in widespread practice in the private market (Kaminiski, 2007): 


 
“Medically Necessary” or “Medical Necessity” shall mean health care services that a 
physician, exercising prudent clinical judgment, would provide to a patient for the 
purpose of preventing, evaluating, diagnosing or treating an illness, injury, disease or its 
symptoms, and that are: a) in accordance with generally accepted standards of medical 
practice; b) clinically appropriate, in terms of type, frequency, extent, site and duration, 
and considered effective for the patient's illness, injury or disease; and c) not primarily 
for the convenience of the patient, physician or other health care provider, and not more 
costly than an alternative service or sequence of services at least as likely to produce 
equivalent therapeutic or diagnostic results as to the diagnosis or treatment of that 
patient's illness, injury or disease. For these purposes, “generally accepted standards of 
medical practice” means standards that are based on credible scientific evidence 
published in peer-reviewed medical literature generally recognized by the relevant 
medical community or otherwise consistent with the standards set forth in policy issues 
involving clinical judgment.  


Selected Medical Definitions 


American Medical Association 


The AMA defines “medical necessity” as (AMA, 2005): 
 


Health care services or products that a prudent physician would provide to a patient for 
the purpose of preventing, diagnosing or treating an illness, injury, disease or its 
symptoms in a manner that is (a) in accordance with generally accepted standards of 
medical practice; (b) clinically appropriate in terms of type, frequency, extent, site, and 
duration; and (c) not primarily for the economic benefit of the health plans and 
purchasers or for the convenience of the patient, treating physician, or other health care 
provider. 


Medicare  


For Medicare, its authorizing legislation defines “medically necessary” rather than “medical 
necessity”: 


 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this file, no payment may be made under Part A 
or Part B for any expenses incurred for items or services, which are not reasonable and 
necessary for the diagnosis or treatment of illness or injury or to improve the functioning 
of a malformed body member.9 
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As presented on the Medicare website glossary for patients, “medically necessary” 
means:  
 


Services or supplies that are needed for the diagnosis or treatment of your medical 
condition, meet the standards of good medical practice in the local area, and aren’t 
mainly for the convenience of you or your doctor (CMS, 2011). 


Medicaid 


The Medicaid statute does not define “medically necessary” or “medical necessity,” and each 
state is allowed to develop its own definition (Sindelar, 2002). However, the Early and Periodic 
Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) program’s coverage rules providing guidance for  
definitions in pediatric cases are more inclusive of concepts applicable to the ACA category of 
habilitation (O’Connell and Watson, 2001):  
 


Under EPSDT, state Medicaid programs must cover “necessary health care, diagnostic 
services, treatment and other measures...to correct or ameliorate defects and physical and 
mental illnesses and conditions.” Services must be covered if they correct, compensate 
for, or improve a condition, or prevent a condition from worsening-even if the condition 
cannot be prevented or cured.  
  


TennCare adopted, what was controversial at the time, for its Medicaid definition—
“including a requirement that the item or service be the ‘least costly’ alternative course of 
diagnosis or treatment for which there is adequate ‘clinical scientific evidence’ of its safety and 
effectiveness” (Blumstein and Sloan, 2000). Such wording is also now seen in other Medicaid-
related programs (e.g., see SAGA below). 


A recent examination of Medicaid definitions used by Medicaid programs in Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, New York, and Rhode Island illustrates the diversity of approaches to definition, 
with variation even within a single state depending on the applicable population (Kaminiski, 
2007). 


For Connecticut Medicaid, as administered through its Department of Social Services 
(DSS)10 (State of Connecticut Department of Social Services): 


 
Health care provided to correct or diminish the adverse effects of a medical condition or 
mental illness; to assist an individual in attaining or maintaining an optimal level of 
health; to diagnose a condition or prevent a medical condition or prevent a medical 
condition from occurring. 
 


Connecticut’s State-Administered General Assistance (SAGA) program (State of Connecticut 
Department of Social Services, 2009), a cash assistance program for adults without children who 
are unable to work, uses11: 


                                                 
10 Connecticut Agency Regulations, § 17b-134d-63, et seq. 
11 Connecticut Agency Regulations, § 17b-192-2(14).  
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Health services required to prevent, identify, diagnose, treat, rehabilitate, or ameliorate a 
health problem or its effects, or to maintain health and functioning, provided such 
services are:  


1. Consistent with generally accepted standards of medical practice;  
2. Clinically appropriate in terms of type, frequency, timing, site, and duration;  
3. Demonstrated through scientific evidence to be safe and effective and the least 


costly among similarly effective alternatives, where adequate scientific evidence 
exists; and  


4. Efficient in regard to the avoidance of waste and refraining from provision of 
services that, on the basis of the best available scientific evidence, are not likely to 
produce benefit.  


For MassHealth, a service, regardless of whether in fee-for-service or managed care 
arrangements, is considered “medically necessary” if12: 


1. It is reasonably calculated to prevent, diagnose, prevent the worsening of, 
alleviate, correct, or cure conditions in the MassHealth member that endanger life, 
cause suffering or pain, cause physical deformity or malfunction, threaten to 
cause or to aggravate a handicap, or result in illness of infirmity; and 


2. There is no other comparable, available, and suitable medical service or site of 
service that is more conservative or less costly to the MassHealth agency. 
Services that are less costly to the MassHealth agency including health care 
reasonably known by the provider or identified by the MassHealth agency 
pursuant to a prior authorization request to be available to the member through a 
third party.  


It is notable that the Medicaid agency is able to impose sanctions on providers, who (1) 
provide or prescribe a service or (2) admit a member to an inpatient facility when the services or 
admission are not medically necessary (Kaminiski, 2007), and Massachusetts publishes on its 
website specific guidelines for medical necessity for 16 services (e.g., bariatric surgery, organ 
transplant, physical therapy) (Massachusetts Department of Health, 2011).  


Fee-for-service and managed care arrangements through Medicaid in New York define 
medically necessary as:13  


 
Necessary to prevent, diagnose, correct, or cure conditions in the person that cause 
acute suffering, endanger life, result in illness or infirmity, interfere with such 
person's capacity for normal activity, or threaten some significant handicap and 
which are furnished an eligible person in accordance with state law.  
 


RIte Care, Rhode Island’s Medicaid managed health care program uses the national 
settlement language referenced above (Kaminiski, 2007). 


                                                 
12 130 Massachusetts Code Regulations, § 450. 204 (2009). 
13 New York State Social Services Law, § 365-a.  
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The full edition of Capitol News Now is not yet available, but should be
posted on IRENE later today.
 
eCapitol News
eCap-Oklahoma Policy Institute: State not on path to create own health
exchange
Author:     Justin Martino
Date:       10/26/2011
 
(eCap) According to David Blatt, director of the Oklahoma Policy Institute,
Oklahoma is not on the path to show sufficient adequate progress in creating
a state insurance exchange by January 2013.
 
On a list of core areas of basic minimum requirements of which the federal
government requires a state to show readiness, Oklahoma is showing sufficient
progress only in the area of background research. In other areas, such as
legislative action, financial management and stakeholder consultation,
Oklahoma is showing limited progress at the moment.
 
Blatt's presentation was part of an all-day meeting of the Joint Committee on
Federal Health Care Law, which met Wednesday in the Senate Chamber at the
state Capitol. [Editor's note: See related story on the committee's meeting.]
 
Oklahoma must have a plan in place for a state-run exchange by January 2013,
giving the state about 14 months to make the necessary progress. If Oklahoma
does not have an adequate plan, the federal government will create a health
exchange in Oklahoma.
 
Blatt mentioned several areas in which Oklahoma has shown little progress,
including legislative and regulatory action. Although the state attempted to
pass two different bills that would have created a board to research creating
a health insurance exchange in 2011, neither bill passed out of the
Legislature.
 
HB 2130, by House Speaker Kris Steele, R-Shawnee, and Sen. Clark Jolley, R-
Edmond, provides for members of the Health Care for the Uninsured Board and
provides that the board will hold its first meeting no later than Dec. 15,
2011. It directs the secretary of health and human services to act as the
Health Care for the Uninsured Board executive director. It removes reference
to the Oklahoma Insurance Department and Oklahoma Health Care Authority. The
bill expands the board's duties to include applying for grants or other
federal Medicaid funds to implement the provisions of the Health Care for



Oklahomans Act and to establish a system of counseling, including a website,
for individuals without health insurance who are not covered by Medicaid. The
bill also expands the duties of the insurance commissioner to include
establishment of a system for the certification of low-cost health insurance
programs designed to provide coverage to certain individuals and that the
program will not be required to meet certain mandates. The bill provides that
the board may recommend that plans certified by the commissioner be offered
statewide to eligible individuals. It states that the HUB is not to receive
general revenue appropriations but be funded by grants awarded to the state.
 
The bill was approved by the House but not heard by the Senate, which
resulted in Oklahoma declining the federal early innovator grant. A second
bill was filed that would require the exchange to be funded by state and
private dollars.
 
SB 971, by Jolley, Sen. David Myers, R-Ponca City, Rep. Scott Martin, R-
Norman, and Rep. Earl Sears, R-Bartlesville, establishes the Health Insurance
Private Enterprise Network as a state-beneficiary public trust. It states
that the network will be governed by a seven-member board of directors,
comprised of one member appointed by the governor representing health
insurance carriers granted a certificate of authority by the Oklahoma
Insurance Department; one member appointed by the House speaker representing
consumers who has purchased or is reasonably expected to purchase policies
through the network; one member appointed by the governor who shall be a
health care provider' one member appointed by the governor who shall be a
representative of employer groups; one member by the Senate president pro
tempore who shall be an insurance agent or broker; the insurance commissioner
and the secretary of health and human services. It requires the insurance
commissioner to serve as chair of the board. It requires the board to appoint
an executive director.
 
The measure also grants the network the minimum authority under state law
that is necessary to avoid the establishment of a federal exchange. It
requires the network's funding to come from state and private sources. It
establishes the purpose of the network to increase choice and competition in
the health insurance market of Oklahoma. It prohibits the network from
exercising regulatory authority over any entity, discriminating against any
qualified health insurance carrier willing to participate in the network or
supplanting any marketplace outside the network. It requires the network
board to establish a system of certification for insurance programs offered
in the state to be offered by the network and establish a system for
credentialing licensed insurance producers who intend to market insurance
programs certified by the state. It removes language relating to duties of
the network board. It requires all personal information generated through the
purchase of any policy purchased through the network to remain confidential
between the insurer and the insured. It requires the network board to
promulgate rules as necessary to implement the purposes of the act.
 
SB 971 never received a hearing in the Senate. Instead, legislative leaders
decided to step back and study the issue over the interim through the



committee that met Wednesday.
 
Blatt added that even if the two bills had passed, they did not include all
of the necessary provisions to meet federal requirements.
 
Blatt also discussed the issue of stakeholder consultation, another
requirement to show progress in creating a health insurance exchange.
Although Oklahoma received an exchange planning grant to help facilitate the
process, he said in recent months the planning process has come to a
"screeching halt," with the last stakeholder meeting being held about seven
months ago.
 
Oklahoma has also shown little progress in creating an information technology
system for a health insurance exchange. Although the state received a $54
million Early Innovator Grant from the federal government that would have been
used to obtain the necessary technology, the state chose to decline the grant
funds.
 
If the federal government sets up a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma
because the state has not shown adequate progress, Blatt said Oklahoma would
face several disadvantages, including the loss of regulatory authority and
ability to design the exchange on the state's own terms to create one
uniquely suited to Oklahoma's residents.
 
The Oklahoma Policy Institute also released a report Wednesday stating that
projections that the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act will
cost billions of dollars are "way out of line" with other studies and based
on mistaken assumptions and methodologies.
 
According to the report, the fiscal impact of the act will be between $200
and $800 million between 2014 and 2020, adding that several studies that
looked at a broader range of costs, savings and revenue factors have
projected the cost will be even less and could yield net savings.
 
"We think that anyone who looks carefully at the assumptions and calculations
of the various studies will agree that the federal government is on the hook
for the lion's share of the cost of health care reform," Blatt stated in a
release. "Although we cannot precisely calculate the fiscal impact of the
Affordable Care Act, the fact that the federal government will take over
funding responsibility for functions now borne by the state, such as health
care for adults with mental illness, will help the state budget and offset
some of the expense of a larger Medicaid population."
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
Date: Monday, October 08, 2012 11:07:00 AM

I’m sure you have seen this already, but just in case…
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, October 08, 2012 10:43 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
 
Interesting – sooner tea party advocating no on the pardon and parole question…
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 9:08 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
 

 
From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 09:06 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger? 
 
Forward this email to a friend 
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Claude Hall has
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SENATE DISTRICT 15 RACE

PART 2

THE DEMOCRAT 

 

The Democratic challenger for the Senate District 15 seat is Mrs. Claudia Griffith,  a newcomer herself to politics but she is no stranger. Her
husband sits on the Norman City Council. That raised some red flags immediately. The Norman City Council is quietly implementing the U.
N.’s agenda 21 right under the noses of the public with the help of a corrupt GOP candidate for the state legislature Bobby Cleveland.

 

Mrs. Griffith’s web site   gives her work history as nursing and she claims to be an independent thinker.

 

However there is a complete lack of specifics in her proposals on her website. She believes that throwing more money at schools will solve
our education problem, when it won’t. What is needed in education is more local control and less state and federal interference in education.
She fails to indicate whether or not she supports Obamacare. She also fails to indicate whether or not she supports the size of government.  
Sometimes what people don’t say is more important than what they do say.

 

The Oklahoma State AFL-CIO is her largest contributor by far having contributed $5,000.00 to her campaign. We expect unions to contribute
to Democrats, so this is no big deal.
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Customers are free
to walk away if their
service isn't top
quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
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In her filings with the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission three items that stuck out. The first is

·         Evolve Ok

·          the second is Transform Ok

·          the third is Okie Force

 

The reason these three stuck out is that they all three share the same address. Now this would not be unusual if it was an office building, but
it’s not; this is a home in one of the outlying suburbs of Oklahoma City.  All three entities are environmentally oriented organizations. In
other words, they support Norman’s Agenda 21 scheme. Why are we not surprised that they support her?  I wonder if Bobby Cleveland has
taken their money as well?

 

This is not a candidate that we can support. There is too much Agenda 21 in her platform to do Oklahoma and Oklahoma jobs any good.

 

 

 

 

The Rat, the Democrat and the Republican
By Ms PM

 
This story goes to show that it doesn't matter what party you belong to, the same conclusion is reached...our country is in trouble.
 
Vacationing in California and seeing my old boss and dear friend of 20+ years, we were able to talk about many of the issues facing the
nation. This was a new experience for me as we had never gotten into politics. Armed with more knowledge  following the political
foolishness over the past few years, our conversations were interesting with surprisingly similar thought processes for the most part.
 
The only news I was able to catch was from local stations. During the two week stay the main topics were mostly about local California
stupidity and I began to ask questions to see if my friend knew any of what was really going on. His most disturbing question was, "why
haven't I heard about any of this stuff you're talking about in the news?"
 
He is a person that lives on 350 acres of one of the most beautiful secluded hill tops about five miles inland from the coast just south of Half
Moon Bay. There is no cell coverage and he gets about eleven TV stations with an antenna, with six that are in English. That perturbs him,
my word, not his. Politically correct isn't in his vocabulary. Being a registered Democrat and one that voted for Obama in 08, I could tell that
some of what I was saying was disturbing, but, not at all surprising to him. He had no idea about all the executive orders bypassing Congress
nor the acquisition of guns and ammo being stockpiled by different entities of the government just to name a couple. The information on the
NDAA left him speechless.
 
This man has qualities that most others have discarded. His loyalty to people and friends would warm any heart. He's around 70 years old and
a Vietnam Vet. He learned a long time ago that fighting in that war wasn't patriotic when he came back home. Being one of principle, he has
become bitter towards our government because of all the lies told to him and others and absolutely does not trust those in charge. He has
chosen not to follow what is going on because he gets too mad and doesn't believe there is anything he can do to change any of it. Both
Obama and Romney scare the hell out of him. He doesn't believe either will keep their promises and follow what the Founders set up for
America. The sadness I saw in his tired face broke my heart. I saw clearly what a tyrannical government does to its people. And now,  his
only choice as he sees it, is to live in an area he loves, eke out a living to pay his rent and enjoy the hilltop with some semblance of peace.
 
By now you're probably wondering how the rat fits into this. Well...he has an old truck parked that isn't running. I had parked next to it and
he said, "I want to show you something." He raised the hood and this huge pack rat was sitting in the well established nest he had built for
himself, just looking at us. He had been there a while. Two days later we went into town and there was no washer fluid, odd, it had been
filled not long ago.
 
I checked it the next morning and Mr. Rat had chewed the hose to the wiper fluid and what I saw laying on the top of the motor was pretty
amazing. There was one of our "Oklahoma Guardian" newspapers. Somehow he had gotten into the truck and swiped a copy to start his nest
with under the hood. I took the paper into the house and had told my friend what had happened.
 
Curiosity got the better of him and he read the article I had written on "Fear and Unrest, What Will You Do?" But...he continued to read the
entire newspaper. From all of our conversations we had had, after reading the newspaper he understood to a greater depth of what I had
talked to him about. It had come clear to him that it didn't matter what party you were registered as, if what both party's are doing is wrong,
it's wrong.
 
He understood why we were doing what we do and I understood just how worn out he had become. So...I will continue this fight for
America, for him, and all of us. What an exceptional experience....and all because of a lesson from a rat. It doesn't get any better than that! 
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Rep Shumate married

I gots me a sugar daddy to go with all these kids!

Stuart and the State Chamber Sitting in a Tree,

K-I-S-S-I-N-G.

First Comes Love, Then Comes Marriage,

Then Comes Stuart With a Baby Carriage…

 

Do kids still use that childhood ditty that our generation used to use on the playground to tease other kids that were smitten?   Yuck, girls had
cooties after all!  Or so we thought at that young age, later on we wanted all the cooties we could get.   If kids are still using the chant then it
applies quite well to Stuart Jolley the director of Oklahoma’s chapter of Americans For Prosperity (AFP).  This last week found old Stuart
(AKA Little Man Viagra spokesperson) slobbering all over the State Chamber  and supporting their judicial evaluation report that is purported
to evaluate judges based on their “pro business” positions.

 

Now we aren’t knocking the idea of someone keeping up with these judges and letting the voters know when the law isn’t followed and
judges disregard Oklahoma conservative values.  Appellate court judges stand for retention votes every six years and Oklahoma Supreme
Court Justices stand for retention at the next statewide election following their initial appointment.  As the sitting judges usually retain their
seat by a two to one margin it is entirely appropriate for someone to cast a leery eye on their records, our problem is with the State Chamber
being the sole judge, jury, and executioner.

 

So Stuart Jolly, ever the publicity hound, spooned up with the State Chamber in calling out four Justices for being activist judge:  Yvonne
Kauger, James Edmondson, Douglas Combs, and Noma Gurich.  Stuart said in an interview that he would be publicizing the judicial rankings
to “thousands of its members”.    Right…, I remember back when Stuart was claiming 40,000 member of Oklahoma AFP and we would have
to lend him Sooner Tea Party volunteers to staff his table at events.   People’s email address captured by others forwarding their newsletter
hardly constitutes “membership in a group.  Hell Stuart, don’t stop there, get a phone book and do some robo calls and claim everyone with a
working phone number as a member.

 

Interesting enough, Stuart also claimed in a Capitol Beat story that he was considering whether or not to launch an advertising campaign
against the jurists, something that AFP National might be interested in as actually advertising against a candidate violates their 501C 3 status.

 

The problem with AFP endorsing the State Chamber judicial rankings is that the judges are ranked using a narrow set of interests, the big
business interests of the State Chamber with zero use of constitutional or civil rights votes.  The only issues covered were employment,
medical malpractice, product liability, insurance, other liability issues and workers’ compensation, nothing was considered that covered
respect for existing law, freedom, liberty, or justice. 

 

The judges do need reined in, the AT&T v. Oklahoma State Board of Equalization case resulted in a ruling that ruled that “intangible”
property could be assessed for purposes of ad valorem taxation, leading to a quick fix at the Capitol that allowed businesses to pay a token
tax, but one that required more bookkeeping for businesses and was and is a pain in the Stuart Jolley.  State Question 766 is to address this
issue on the November ballot, but allowing the State Chamber even more control over Oklahoman’s affairs is hardly a step forward for
conservatives.

Poor Stuart, he reminds me of a blond joke:

Question:   What is the first thing a blond will do in the morning?

Answer:     She walks home…..

 

So once again Stuart Jolley embarrasses Oklahoma values and AFP by supporting the State Chamber instead of the common good.    No
doubt someone will catch him trudging North on the Broadway Extension one of these mornings,  pushing his baby carriage full of
illegitimate State Chamber offspring, already showing signs of his latest love child that he agreed to carry for the State Chamber.

 



 

Give This Man Some Help

Or Would You Rather See a Liberal Democrat Elected Again?

 

Dave Bell, one of our favorite candidates, is running against former representative Jabar Shumate of North Tulsa.   Shumate is a
liberal Democrat, allegedly accused of being a closeted gay man, and is someone that needs sent back to the life he is better suited
for.  Dave put out a request for campaign donations last week so his campaign can purchase more signage and flyers for precinct
walks.

Last week the Sooner Tea Party reached out to Brian Bingman, the President Pro Tem of the Senate and the one that has access to
Senate PAC money.   Bingman’s office did respond and they did talk to Dave Bell on the possibility of considering a PAC donation
but the staffer threw up a smokescreen of requirements before the Senate PAC would donate.  Basically if the candidate had the
money to jump through all their hoops, he wouldn’t need their donation.  Not good Brian, Dave Bell is a constitutional conservative,
not a process that you can size up and categorize.  Last I checked the Senate PAC had over $40,000 sitting in the bank and Dave Bell
is one of the handful of contested Senate races in November.

Let’s remind Brian Bingman that their PAC money was given to promote Republican candidates for Senate office.  You can email
Brian at bingman@oksenate.gov.

Let’s also dig into our pockets and donate directly to Dave Bell.  I will personally match the first $250.00 in donations to Dave so that
your hard earned money is stretched to do more good.  Just reply to this newsletter letting me know how much you donated and I
will send a matching amount to Dave Bell.  Any amount will help, from $5.00 to $5,000.00, and donations under $50 won’t become
public record if you wish, just make sure that you don’t contribute more than $50 per campaign because then the info becomes
public.  If your donation is over $50, include who you work for, your profession, along with your home address.

 

Dave is a hard core constitutional conservative and he will look out for our interests all across the state if we can get him elected.  
You can’t push Dave around, he stands for everything that the Republican Party Platform and the Tea Party stands for, and I think
you would have to kill him before he would break his word.  You can contact Dave at 918-638-9977 to donate or to volunteer.  Please
mail checks to Dave Bell for State Senate, 1312 North Canton, Tulsa Ok, 74115

 

No Where to Hide Indeed

Once again State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell cast aside decency and common sense with his weekly rant against other politicians.   In his
blog “Nowhere to Hide”  Matt takes Obama to task for his record so far, high unemployment, skyrocketing debt, and poor foreign policy.  He
reminds us that Obama said in 2008 that if he didn’t turn things around then he would be a one term president.  Fair enough Matt...

 

Pinnell goes on to brag about Romney’s Massachusetts record,  balancing the budget, cutting taxes, reduced spending, and job growth, all
with a Democrat controlled legislature.

 

Pinnell doesn’t mention though the decline of Oklahoma’s prosperity during his leadership of the GOP.   Our own unemployment is still
fairly high, the Governor that he helped elect and continues to support schemed  to implement Obama Care on Oklahomans, while the Capitol
building crumbles around her desk.  Pinnell himself made huge promises in 2010 to win the Oklahoma GOP State Chairman slot yet few of
those promises were delivered.  Pinnell sat on his hands and watched the two largest budgets in Oklahoma history get passed at the Capital,
saw the Governor that he supported join with the State Chamber of Commerce and RINO Republicans to support a bill that promised

mailto:bingman@oksenate.gov
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prosperity by taxing our way into economic freedom in a 2010  billion dollar state tax increase and Pinnell did this despite having a rock
solid majority in the House, Senate, and all of the state agencies.

We can only hope that Republicans in Oklahoma make it to the February Republican precinct meetings, ask to be a delegate, and either
remove Pinnell from office or force him to do his job of supporting the Republican Party Platform.

 

Questioning the State Questions?
 

On September 23rd the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter published a list of State Questions that would be on the November ballot and made
recommendations on how to vote.   However we had to take a second look at one of those State Questions after new information popped up
that made us question if SQ 765 deserved a yes vote.   Sometimes many minds working on a possible corruption case or an attempt to
confuse and lead astray conservative voters will benefit finding the truth or will at least drive the cockroaches from the cracks where we can
stomp on them.   Below in blue type is the bill summary of every one of the State Questions along with the House voting record where it is
warranted.  Sometimes knowing who voted for and against a bill helps to define exactly what the intent of the legislature was.   But skip the
blue type if you wish to get to the gist of the matter.

The legislative bill number needs to be linked with the State Question number to avoid confusion:

SQ758 = HJR1002     SQ759 =SJR15     SQ762 = SJR25    SQ764 = HJR1085

SQ765 = HJR1092       SQ766 = SJR52

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1002

                Version:               Senate Amendments

                Request Number:            NA

                Author:                Rep. Dank

                Date:     4/19/2011

                Impact: Change in the Rate of Growth

                                FY-14: $6,558,000

The Tax Commission indicates the rate of potential growth in the revenue to taxing jurisdictions will be restrained. Analysis
undertaken by the Commission reveals that forty-two percent (42%) of residential and commercial property parcels may be subject
to a full five percent (5.0%) valuation increase at some point in future years. A reduction in the maximum annual rate of assessed
valuation increase to three percent (3.0%) will restrain the revenue growth rate approximately $6.56 million in FY-14. The estimate
is based on current county databases – the actual effect on revenue growth will be a function of changes in valuation in coming years.

 

The change in growth resulting from a similar cap in agricultural land is not estimated, as the utilization of use value methodology to
value property is not expected to exceed the percentage cap.

 
 

Only around $7,000,000 in savings to the tax payer?  Small change, better than a sharp stick in the eye but they could do much better. 

Vote yes on SQ 758 

 

 



BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR 15

                Version:               Committee Substitute

                Request Number:            1531

                Author:                Sen. Rob Johnson

                Date:     4/26/2011

                Impact: $0

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The CS for SJR 15 ask the voters to approve or reject an amendment that the state shall not grant preferential treatment to any
individual or group on certain specified conditions.  This state question will be on the General Election ballot, so it will cost no
additional funds to be voted upon.

 
Vote Yes on SQ 759
 

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR25

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:            N/A

                Author:                Representative Faught

                Date:     2/29/2012

                Impact: Estimated Cost Savings – DOC

                                $3.3 Million Annually

 

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CS for Engrossed SJR 25 sends to a vote of the people a proposed amendment to the State Constitution that would give the
Pardon and Parole Board the power to grant parole for nonviolent offenses and would require the Board to report annually to the
Legislature certain information about all paroles granted.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The Committee Substitute for Engrossed SJR25 authorizes the Pardon and Parole Board to grant parole to nonviolent offenders. 
This action will allow nonviolent parolees to be released earlier than they are currently and save the Department of Corrections
(DOC) the cost of housing these offenders while awaiting approval from the Governor.

According to the Pardon & Parole Board, approximately 1,200 non-violent offenders are recommended for parole annually.  The
process typically takes about 90 days after the Board recommendation before the offender is released.  SJR25 would shorten that
process by approximately 60 days.  With average daily prison costs of $46/day per offender, SJR25 would save approximately $2,760
per offender, or $3.3 million annually.

 

 

 



                         OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    SENATE JOINT RES 25 Constitutional amendment; modifying parole             

    Steele              authority.  Ballot title.  Filing.                     

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   86                                                    RCS# 1194

         NAYS:    8                                                    2/29/2012

         EXC :    5                                                      2:25 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   86

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Blackwell          Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Brown              Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brumbaugh          Holland            Nelson             Shannon           

    Cannaday           Hoskin             Newell             Shelton           

    Casey              Inman              Nollan             Sherrer           

    Cockroft           Jackson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Condit             Johnson            Osborn             Shumate           

    Coody              Jordan             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cooksey            Kern               Peters             Thomsen           

    Cox                Key                Peterson           Tibbs             

    Dank               Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Denney             Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Derby              Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    DeWitt             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Dorman             Martin, St.        Richardson         Wesselhoft        

    Enns               McCullough         Roan               Williams          

    Faught             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ               

    NAYS:    8

    Bennett            Hamilton           Proctor            Ritze             

    Christian          Murphey            Reynolds           Terrill           

    EXCUSED:    5

    Billy              Kouplen            Trebilcock         

    Joyner             Morgan            

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 Vote No on SQ 762

 



 BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1085

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:           

                Author:                Richardson

                Date:     3/8/2012

                Impact: Impact only if bonds need to be issued

 

Research Analysis 

 

The committee substitute to HJR 1085 creates a state question to amend the Oklahoma Constitution by creating the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board (OWRB) Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund which is authorized to issue bonds used for a
reserve fund for water resource and sewage treatment financial assistance programs for subdivisions of the state. OWRB can issue
general obligation bonds up to $300,000,000 only after other monies and sources are used for repayment. The Legislature is required
to provide for administration for the fund, methods for issuing the bonds and sufficient appropriations to pay for the bonds.

 Fiscal Analysis

 

CS for HJR 1085 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment creating within the Oklahoma Water Resources
Board the Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund.  The purpose of the Fund is to secure the payment on bonds
issued to provide for the Board’s financial assistance programs.  The bonds authorized by the amendment would only be issued in the
event of a future payment default and after all pledged monies, reserved funds required of borrowers, reserved funds required of
OWRB, and any surety bond payments have been used.  According to officials at the OWRB, this kind of default has never happened
in the history of OWRB’s lending and the likelihood of these bonds needing to be issued is minimal.  The purpose of the bond
authority is to allow towns and rural water districts the foundation of the state’s credit as they secure financing for water and
wastewater infrastructure upgrades as outlined by the Comprehensive Water Plan. 

 Other Considerations

 

According to the OWRB, existing financing programs are expected to only cover 10% of the future demand for upgrades and
improvements, leaving many Oklahoma communities to fend for themselves in securing financing. 

 

OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    HOUSE JOINT RES 1085Constitutional amendment; water resources and          

    Richardson          sewage treatment program; bonds; ballot title;         

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   81                                                    RCS# 1407

         NAYS:   11                                                    3/12/2012

         EXC :    7                                                      3:08 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   81

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Billy              Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Blackwell          Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brown              Holland            Newell             Shannon           



    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Nollan             Shelton           

    Cannaday           Inman              Ortega             Sherrer           

    Casey              Jackson            Osborn             Shoemake          

    Cockroft           Jordan             Ownbey             Shumate           

    Condit             Joyner             Peterson           Stiles            

    Coody              Kirby              Pittman            Thomsen           

    Cooksey            Kouplen            Proctor            Vaughan           

    Cox                Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Dank               Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    Denney             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Derby              Martin, St.        Richardson         Williams          

    DeWitt             McCullough         Roan               Wright            

    Dorman             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Mr.Speaker        

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.       

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ              

    NAYS:   11

    Bennett            Hamilton           Key                Ritze             

    Christian          Johnson            Murphey            Terrill           

    Faught             Kern               Reynolds          

    EXCUSED:    7

    Enns               Nelson             Tibbs              Wesselhoft        

    Morgan             Peters             Trebilcock        

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 

Vote No on SQ 764

 

 

Below is the State Question that we… well, began to question after an email from Representative Osborn was forwarded to us.   When we
looked back at the bill information we found that the bill that was passed didn’t even mention the Governor controlling the DHS organization,
it said that the legislature would create and administrate the agency.

Below is what Osborn had sent out on SQ 765 and it is very close to other legislator’s email recommendations.  We aren’t picking on Osborn,
just pointing out that the misinformation is wide spread and that got us to comparing notes and tying together some loose ends.

SQ 765 Rep. Steele/Sen. Treat
A yes vote on this State Question would abolish the Commission for Human Services, a constitutionally mandated, 9 member group of
unelected volunteers.  It is a 1930’s governance model that can be traced to the agency’s major problems with an unaccountable commission
and an insulated director.  With the passage of this measure The DHS director will be appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the
Senate.  This would place the agency’s leadership closer to the people because the Governor is accountable to all the people of the state. 
DHS would basically now be answering directly to the public,  not an unelected, unaccountable commission.
 
Now here is what the legislation actually said about the bill that would become SQ 765:

 

This measure amends the State Constitution.  It provides for the repeal of Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 which relate to the
Department of Public Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  This measure grants the
Legislature the authority to create and direct by law the administration of a department or departments to provide for public welfare for
the people of the State of Oklahoma. 
 
Section 6>.  For the purpose of effectively administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted

in Section 1 of this Article, the Legislature is hereby authorized to create a department or departments charged with the duty and
responsibility of faithfully administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted in Section 1 of this
Article and shall perform such other duties as may, from time to time, be prescribed by law. <

 
 

And a monstrous red flag popped up, on the enrolled (final version) of the bill Democrat Wade Rousselot was one of the House co authors,
along with Speaker Kris Steele, Jason Nelson, Pat Ownbey and Ron Peterson.  That is a rouge’s gallery if I ever saw one.

 

 Here is the header of the enrolled version with the author’s names in red type:

http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmyakabqehafajjadajebu/click.php


 

ENROLLED HOUSE
JOINT
RESOLUTION NO. 1092                                                                             By:        Steele, Rousselot, Nelson, Ownbey and Peterson of the House 
                                                                                                                                                                                and
                                                                                                                                     Treat, Brinkley and Johnson (Constance) of the Senate
 
 
So what is so ominous about Wade Rousselot’s participation?  We reported last week that Republican Governor Mary Fallin has allowed
her image to be used by incumbent House member Democrat Wade Rousselot’s campaign even though he is running against Republican
David Tackett.
 

 

 

Tackett’s campaign put out the word on Fallin’s tactic support of an opposing party candidate against one of her own party’s candidates along
with a letter from Representative Mike Reynolds  and another from Representative Mike Ritze calling for Governor Fallin to set the record
straight on allowing the use of her picture.   This week other legislators joined in calling Fallin to limit the use of her image in supporting
opposing candidates and to publically endorse the Republican candidate for House District  12.  Also the Republican Chairman for Wagoner
County called for Governor Fallin to explain the use of her picture on Rousselot’s campaign material.

The Tackett campaign reported that one GOP official had this to say:

 

 "This is unprecedented.  I can't remember if there was a time that a State Representative sent out campaign literature with a picture of the
Governor of the opposing party.  And the fact that Governor Fallin has yet to endorse the Republican candidate in this race makes it even
more troubling."

 

 

We need everyone to contact the Governor about this mess and demand a response.   Governor Fallin's political director is Denise Northrup,
and can be contacted at denisenorthrup     Ask her just who the Governor is supporting in the HD 12 race and why the Governor's
picture is on a Democrat's mailer.  Tell her that Oklahomans deserve an answer on this issue.

It would appear to be obvious that the Governor may well have struck a deal with the liberal Democrat, support a power grab to seize power
over the DHS department in exchange for her endorsement.   I ask you how this is different from the Leftwich scandal that generated flimsy
Oklahoma County criminal charges against two legislators in 2011?   Are the unusually worded SQ 765 information emails circulating an
effort to subvert the will of the legislature and potentially the vote of the people to maintain legislative control over the DHS agency?   Is this
a Quid Pro Quo between Republican Governor Fallin and Democrat Wade Rousselot?

Governor Fallin has a staff member read our newsletter every Sunday night right after it comes out.    Andrew Silverstri is the current Deputy
Policy Director for Governor Fallin and I must say he is conscientious about doing his task so we know that Governor Fallin also reads
everything we write or at least the most interesting parts.    It might be a good idea to email Andrew as well and pass along a request that
Governor Fallin either endorse the Republican candidate for House District 12 and put a stop to her support of Democrat Wade Roussselot or
switch party her affiliation to Democrat.   

Here are those emails again:

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov

denisenorthrup    

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature
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                Bill No.:  HJR 1092

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                10514

                Author:  Speaker Steele et al

                Date:      5/22/2012

                Impact:   $0

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for HJR 1092 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment that would repeal Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 of the State
Constitution that created the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare position.  The measure would authorize the Legislature to
create and direct by law the administration of the Department of Human Services.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

CCR A for HJR 1092 provides for a proposed amendment to the state Constitution and a ballot title related to repealing sections regarding the Department of Public
Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  In addition, the measure grants the Legislature the authority to create and
direct by law the administration of a department(s) to provide for public welfare for Oklahomans.

 

 

  OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                            

   

   

    CCR HJR1092         Constitutional amendment; Oklahoma Public Welfare      

    Steele              Commission; authorizing the Legislature to create      

   

    FOURTH READING      PASSED                                                  

   

         YEAS:   80                                                    RCS# 1948

         NAYS:    7                                                    5/22/2012

         EXC :   11                                                      5:30 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    3                                                            

    YEAS:   80

    Armes              Grau               McDaniel, J.       Rousselot         

    Banz               Hall               McDaniel, R.       Russ              

    Billy              Hamilton           McNiel             Sanders           

    Blackwell          Hardin             Moore              Schwartz           

    Brown              Hickman            Mulready           Scott             

    Cannaday           Holland            Murphey            Sears             

    Casey              Inman              Nelson             Shannon           

    Christian          Jackson            Nollan             Sherrer           

    Condit             Johnson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Coody              Jordan             Osborn             Shumate           

    Cooksey            Joyner             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cox                Kern               Peters             Terrill           

    Dank               Key                Peterson           Trebilcock        

    Denney             Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Derby              Kouplen            Proctor            Virgin            



    DeWitt             Liebmann           Pruett             Walker            

    Enns               Lockhart           Quinn              Watson            

    Faught             Martin, Sc.        Roan               Wesselhoft        

    Fourkiller         Martin, St.        Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Glenn              McCullough         Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    NAYS:    7

    Bennett            Morrissette        Reynolds           Williams          

    Dorman             Renegar            Ritze             

    EXCUSED:   11

    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Morgan             Shelton           

    Cockroft           McDaniel, C.       Newell             Thomsen           

    Hilliard           McPeak             Richardson        

    And our recommendation on SQ 765? 

We suggest that everyone vote yes on the  condition that they be ready to help keep the legislature in control of the DHS and oppose any
power grab by Governor Mary Fallin.

 

Straight party line voting on this one.

 

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.:  SJR 52

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                3513

                Author:  Rep. Dank

                Date:      5/23/2012

                Impact:   Tax Commission:

                                Local Revenue Impact

                                FY-13: $0

                                FY-14: Decrease of $50.1 Million

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for SJR52 directs the Secretary of State to refer to the people a proposed amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution exempting all intangible personal
property from ad valorem taxation.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

Tax Commission analysis date May 22, 2012, indicates the resolution amends Section 6A of Aerticle X of the Oklahoma Constitution to provide that, beginning
January 1, 2013, intangible personal property will not be subject to ad valorem taxation or to any other tax in-lieu of ad valorem taxation.

 

The estimated revenue impact of removing intangibles from central/unit valued companies is a $50,139,999 loss of ad valorem revenue to local taxing jurisdictions.

 
Vote yes on SQ 766

 

 

 



 

Food Stamp Phone Shumate

 

They call those "free" cell phones that are given away on street  corners by vendors "food stamp phones" because if you are on food stamps
you qualify for a "free" phone that you and I pay for through our phone bill taxes. That sense of entitlement is mirrored in Represenatative
Jabar Shumate's campaign donation records.

Yeah, this one is a long article but you can scroll though the table of info below quickly while paying attention to the the info highlighted in
red type.   This guy is paying campaign workerss to walk for him; I didn’t know that was even legal!  No one has ever paid any Tea Party
volunteers to walk precincts for candidates!   Plus Representative Shumate is buying tires for his car, traveling to San Francisco (I'm going to
bite my tounge on that one), donating to organizations that support gays, lesbians, and transsexuals, and good lord, look at his Starbucks bill!

 

The gay connection was interesting as although there was plenty of rumors and he said/he said info coming out of Tulsa  alledging that
Shumate was a closeted gay this was the first real documented connection between Shumate and a gay supported organization.   Now we
aren’t bashing on the gays,  we tend to leave them alone if they aren't bothering anybody, just pointing out that Shumate supports their issues. 
Read this article posted on the Rainbow Coalition website.  The relevant info is highlighted in red:

 

 

 

February 08, 2012

The Rainbow PUSH CoalitionApplauds Prop 8 Ruling

Please see below a statement, from Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr., founder and president of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, regarding marriage
equality. 

“Many years ago in the late 1970s’, I visited South Africa, then deep in the throes of apartheid system. I was asked by the media what I
thought of the situation, and I said something very culturally challenging to them, “I believe in human rights for all human beings. We must
measure human rights by one yardstick.” That principle – our moral center - still applies. Everything flows from this perspective. We all
matter. Today let us fix the problem, not fix the blame – let us come together and build a broad coalition.

We stand together today as equal members of the human family; as consistent principled advocates for human rights for all people. We stand
together today to uphold the principles of due process, of equal protection under the law, of fighting against discrimination against any and
all people based on race, religion, gender or sexual orientation. 

We applaud today's court ruling that supports Marriage Equality, striking down Proposition 8 as unconstitutional. Peoples' right to self-
expression, self-determination be respected and affirmed. It's time to challenge ignorance, a time to break the silence and the chains of
hatred, of divisive and discriminatory bigotry. Marriage is based on love and commitment — not on sexual orientation. Rainbow PUSH
supports the right for any person to marry the person of their choosing..

If Dr. King and our civil rights movement has taught us anything, it’s the fundamental principle of that all people deserve Equal protection
under the law. LGBT people deserve equal rights – including marriage equality – and equal protection under the law. Discrimination against
one group of people is discrimination against all of us. The State – and the Courts - should not sanction discrimination.

To those that believe in and fought for civil rights, that marched to end discrimination and win equality, you must not become that which you
hated. It’s past time to persist in hypocrisy and ignorance, and time to come out of the shadows and darkness to support unequivocally,
equality for all people. Those that support civil and human rights cannot, must not, become perpetrators of discrimination against others based
upon race, religion, culture, sexual orientation. 

African Americans know too well the sting of legal, state sanctioned, constitutionally driven “second class” citizenship – from centuries of
legal slavery and Jim Crow segregation, to classified as 3/5 of a human being in the U.S. Constitution, to facing anti-miscegenation laws that
prevented Blacks from marrying whites.

Marriage is a fundamental right of all individuals. That principle was upheld today — for Blacks and Whites, for straight and gay, for ALL
Americans. No group of people should be denied their fundamental constitutional liberties, like equal protection under the law, simply
because of who they are.

Interestingly enough,reportedly the black community hates it when gays compare what they went through in the civil rights struggle to the
gay rights movement.  Many blacks believe that the comparison cheapens their struggle, perverts it if I might be so bold to use that word.  
Representative Shumate is certainly struggling to keep one foot in the black community and in the gay community, risky politics at best.  The
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Tea Party could care less what Representative Shumate does to churn his butter but we don’t like hypocrisy, if he is gay he should come right
out and admit it.  If he isn’t gay he should address the allegations and put them to rest.

And take a look at all the “constituent gifts”.   This report reads like it is a slush fund to funnel campaign money to pay for Representative
Shumate's personal expenses.   That needs looking into, they cut off the gifts from lobbyists or at least make them public then allow money
from campaign war chests to be spent on travel, Starbucks, Burlington Coat Factory, Wal-Mart, and so on?  Spending $20 for breakfast at
Starbucks on a regular basis?  That is living high on the hog

Date Brief description of the
expenditure(s) 

Name and address of
the person/entity to
which expen 

diture was made.  

Beneficiary Explanation of
Purpose 

Amount Year-to-date
total 

Mar 30,
2009 

Shuttle Service Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

2.85 12.85 

Mar 30,
2009 

Gasoline ONCUE Express 101
1 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

8.66 12.31 

Mar 30,
2009 

Printing AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

   Legislative
Business 

16.00 128.00 

Mar 30,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

25.00 1,675.28 

Mar 30,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Abuelo's
17 East Sheridan
Oklahonma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business 

87.26 163.96 

Mar 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Sheraton Hotel
801 N. St. Asaph
Street
Alexandria,
VA 22314 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

155.88 155.88 

Mar 29,
2009 

Hotel Stay Embassy Suites
4650 W. Airport Fwy
Irving, TX 75062 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

148.35 148.35 

Mar 26,
2009 

Airport Shuttle Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

10.00 12.85 

Mar 26,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

15.00 1,675.28 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Lounge 201
201 Massachusetts
Avenue NE
Washington,
DC 20002 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

22.80 22.80 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Hyatt Hotel
1000 H Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

30.40 30.40 

Mar 25,
2009 

Coffee Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

3.97 40.99 

Mar 25,
2009 

Volunteer Thank You
Gifts 

Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Volunteer Thank
You Gifts 

26.44 40.99 

Mar 24,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Mar 23,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Cheevers Cafe
2409 Hudson Avenue
Oklahoma City,
OK 73106 

 Legislative
Business 

29.47 29.47 

Mar 23,
2009 

Office Supplies Cartridge World
1605 North Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74106 

 Office Supplies 35.36 70.72 

Mar 23,
2009 

Constituant Thank You
Gift 

Bed Bath & Beyond
5352 East Skelly Drive
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You Gift 

35.69 35.69 

Mar 20,
2009 

Thank You Card Target
2417 W. Main Street
Norman, OK 73069 

 Thank You Card 2.11 2.11 

Mar 20,
2009 

Donation Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority
Post Office Box 48608
Tulsa, OK 74148 

 Status of Women
Luncheon 

100.00 130.00 

Mar 20, Advertisement Deborah Brown  Legislative 125.00 300.00 



2009 Community School
2 South Elgin Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74120 

Travel 

Mar 17,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 40.00 857.24 

Mar 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

18.69 55.63 

Mar 13,
2009 

Parking AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

8.00 128.00 

Mar 13,
2009 

Luggage Check Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run Place
Brentwood, TN 37027 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.00 271.89 

Mar 12,
2009 

Hotel Shuttle Blue Cab
1417 Oakland Park
Avenue
Columbus Ohio,
OK 43224 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

29.19 29.19 

Mar 12,
2009 

Printing Staples Office Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74114 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

94.95 875.63 

Mar 09,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Chilis Restaurant
1957 S. Muskogee
Tahlequah, OK 74464 

 Legislative
Business 

50.96 50.96 

Mar 08,
2009 

Office Supplies Wal-Mart
1801 Bell Isle Blvd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Office Supplies 35.22 132.25 

Mar 06,
2009 

Airline Ticket American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Ohio Leg. for
Nat'l Alliance for
Charter Schools 

339.89 1,675.28 

Mar 03,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Mar 02,
2009 

Thank You Notes Reasor's
2429 East 15th Street
Tulsa, OK 74104 

 Thank You Notes 35.68 35.68 

Mar 02,
2009 

Esquire Club Parkhill Warehouse
5111 South Lewis
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Dinner Meeting 90.37 214.26 

Mar 02,
2009 

Airline Ticket Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run Place
Brentwood, TN 37027 

 National Urban
League
Conference 

256.89 271.89 

Feb 27,
2009 

Lunch Meeting VZD's Restaurant
4200 North Western
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Legislative
Business 

29.96 63.63 

Feb 26,
2009 

Constituant Thank You
Gift 

Jensco, Inc
77-C Woodland Street
Manchester,
CT 06042 

 Constutuant
Thank You Gift 

15.98 15.98 

Feb 25,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Feb 23,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

OETA OK Broadcasting
Post Office Box 14190
Oklahoma City,
OK 73113 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

30.00 30.00 

Feb 23,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

36.94 55.63 

Feb 23,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 46.70 857.24 

Feb 17,
2009 

Constituant Thank You Mary Murray's Florist
3333 East 31st Street
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You 

51.91 51.91 

Feb 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

9.00 191.03 

Feb 16,
2009 

Printing Staples Office Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue

 Legislative
Advertisement 

63.47 875.63 



Tulsa, OK 74114 
Feb 10,
2009 

Lunch Meeting On The Border
Restaurant
3500 NW Expressway
Oklahoma City,
OK 73112 

 Legislative
Business 

81.74 109.23 

Feb 09,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Crown Plaza Of Tulsa
100 East 2nd Street
Tulsa, OK 74103 

 Legislative
Business 

16.50 16.50 

Feb 08,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

201.08 394.21 

Feb 07,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

38.56 191.03 

Feb 04,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Feb 03,
2009 

Hotel Stay Residence Inn - Dallas
7642 LBJ Freeway
Dallas, TX 75251 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

51.75 51.75 

Feb 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Zephyrs Patio Lounge
5628 Sears Street
Dallas, TX 75206 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

25.50 25.50 

Feb 02,
2009 

Car Rental Alamo Car Rental
7777 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74115 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.66 40.66 

Feb 02,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

46.05 138.15 

Feb 02,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

Perry Publishing And
Broadcasting
7030 South Yale
Avenue #302
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

50.00 11,489.70 

Feb 02,
2009 

Telephone Service Cox Communications
1811 East 51st Street
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 2008 Campaign
HQ 

389.09 1,113.73 

Jan 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

92.10 138.15 

Jan 28,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Brookside By Day
Restaurant
3313 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

24.27 24.27 

Jan 26,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 26,
2009 

Cellular Phone Service United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone
Service 

174.56 3,587.08 

Jan 24,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

193.13 394.21 

Jan 20,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 14,
2009 

Hotel Stay Springhill Suites
3 SE Interstate Drive
Lawton, OK 73501 

 Legislative Black
Caucus Retreat 

101.02 101.02 

Jan 12,
2009 

Gasoline E Z Go Mart
H. E. Bailey Turnpike
Chickasha, OK 73018 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.12 15.12 

Jan 09,
2009 

Antivirus Software DRI Trend Micro
Unkown
Unknown, OK 00000 

 Antivirus
Software 

35.95 35.95 

Jan 09,
2009 

Cellular Phone Repair The Signal Cellular
Repair
625 Willow Springs
Lane
York, PA 17406 

 Cellular Phone
Repair 

50.00 50.00 

Jan 09,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Jan 06, Post Office Box United States  Post Office Box 42.00 442.84 



2009 Renewal Postmaster
626 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74106 

Renewal 

Jan 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Date Brief description of the
expenditure(s)

Name and address of
the person/entity to
which expenditure was
made.

Beneficiary Explanation of
Purpose

Amount Year-to-date
total

Jun 11,
2012 

Breakfast Starbuck's Coffee House
1832 Utica Square
Tulsa, OK 74114 

Camapign Legislative
Business Meeting 

20.00 504.19 

Jun 11,
2012 

Postage United States Post
Office
626 East Apache
Street
Tulssa, OK 74106 

Camapign Postage 32.00 317.76 

Jun 11,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

62.30 227.08 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement Prairie Production
1637 South Boston
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74119 

Campaign Advertisement 351.09 696.96 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement The Oklahoma Eagle
624 East Archer
Tulsa, OK 74120 

Campaign Advertisement 1,320.00 5,970.00 

Jun 08,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

51.68 227.08 

Jun 08,
2012 

Telephone Polling SHO & Associates
2840 Linda Lane
Oklahoma City,
OK 73115 

Campaign Campaign 4,649.48 4,649.48 

Jun 07,
2012 

Campaign Walking Kevin Watkins
1301 North Denver
Tulsa, OK 74106 

Campaign Campaign
Walking 

40.00 430.00 

Jun 07,
2012 

Meal Mazzio's Pizza
2305 West Edison
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

40.82 155.16 

Jun 07,
2012 

Gasoline Quick Trip
229 N. Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Legislative
Travel 

60.95 2,616.96 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walker 

6.04 33.69 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

14.26
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Subject: FW: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
Date: Monday, October 08, 2012 11:48:58 AM

I think we can really debunk this fiscal analysis, depending on what path we take for the SQ.   

There is still a delay in processing cases, and this will continue whether or not the Governor is in the process.  Right now we are processing cases from June or July,
so it is taking 3 to 4 months for cases to reach our office. 

Board staff said there are issues with DOC such as: delay in returning parole certificates to us (these have to be signed by the offender); delay in placing offenders in
programs (the stipulations must be completed before we receive the file); and delay in home offers being approved.

 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The Committee Substitute for Engrossed SJR25 authorizes the Pardon and Parole Board to grant parole to nonviolent offenders.  This action will allow
nonviolent parolees to be released earlier than they are currently and save the Department of Corrections (DOC) the cost of housing these offenders while
awaiting approval from the Governor.

According to the Pardon & Parole Board, approximately 1,200 non-violent offenders are recommended for parole annually.  The process typically takes
about 90 days after the Board recommendation before the offender is released.  SJR25 would shorten that process by approximately 60 days.  With average
daily prison costs of $46/day per offender, SJR25 would save approximately $2,760 per offender, or $3.3 million annually.

 
 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, October 08, 2012 10:43 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
 
Interesting – sooner tea party advocating no on the pardon and parole question…
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 9:08 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
 

 
From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 09:06 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger? 
 
Forward this email to a friend 

 
IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
 
 

 
 Sponsors this week:
 
The Carpenter Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend

 
 

  

SENATE DISTRICT 15 RACE

PART 2
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a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for
discerning customers
 
  Claude
Hall's Gun
Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and
the Ron Paul
activist community
at his gun shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 

WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really need
to know about
Comtec's quality and
pricing, they do not
require a contract
for their services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if their
service isn't top
quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

THE DEMOCRAT 

 

The Democratic challenger for the Senate District 15 seat is Mrs. Claudia Griffith,  a newcomer herself to politics but she is no stranger. Her
husband sits on the Norman City Council. That raised some red flags immediately. The Norman City Council is quietly implementing the U.
N.’s agenda 21 right under the noses of the public with the help of a corrupt GOP candidate for the state legislature Bobby Cleveland.

 

Mrs. Griffith’s web site   gives her work history as nursing and she claims to be an independent thinker.

 

However there is a complete lack of specifics in her proposals on her website. She believes that throwing more money at schools will solve
our education problem, when it won’t. What is needed in education is more local control and less state and federal interference in education.
She fails to indicate whether or not she supports Obamacare. She also fails to indicate whether or not she supports the size of government.  
Sometimes what people don’t say is more important than what they do say.

 

The Oklahoma State AFL-CIO is her largest contributor by far having contributed $5,000.00 to her campaign. We expect unions to contribute
to Democrats, so this is no big deal.

 

In her filings with the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission three items that stuck out. The first is

·         Evolve Ok

·          the second is Transform Ok

·          the third is Okie Force

 

The reason these three stuck out is that they all three share the same address. Now this would not be unusual if it was an office building, but
it’s not; this is a home in one of the outlying suburbs of Oklahoma City.  All three entities are environmentally oriented organizations. In
other words, they support Norman’s Agenda 21 scheme. Why are we not surprised that they support her?  I wonder if Bobby Cleveland has
taken their money as well?

 

This is not a candidate that we can support. There is too much Agenda 21 in her platform to do Oklahoma and Oklahoma jobs any good.

 

 

 

 

The Rat, the Democrat and the Republican
By Ms PM

 
This story goes to show that it doesn't matter what party you belong to, the same conclusion is reached...our country is in trouble.
 
Vacationing in California and seeing my old boss and dear friend of 20+ years, we were able to talk about many of the issues facing the
nation. This was a new experience for me as we had never gotten into politics. Armed with more knowledge  following the political
foolishness over the past few years, our conversations were interesting with surprisingly similar thought processes for the most part.
 
The only news I was able to catch was from local stations. During the two week stay the main topics were mostly about local California
stupidity and I began to ask questions to see if my friend knew any of what was really going on. His most disturbing question was, "why
haven't I heard about any of this stuff you're talking about in the news?"
 
He is a person that lives on 350 acres of one of the most beautiful secluded hill tops about five miles inland from the coast just south of Half
Moon Bay. There is no cell coverage and he gets about eleven TV stations with an antenna, with six that are in English. That perturbs him,
my word, not his. Politically correct isn't in his vocabulary. Being a registered Democrat and one that voted for Obama in 08, I could tell that
some of what I was saying was disturbing, but, not at all surprising to him. He had no idea about all the executive orders bypassing Congress
nor the acquisition of guns and ammo being stockpiled by different entities of the government just to name a couple. The information on the
NDAA left him speechless.
 
This man has qualities that most others have discarded. His loyalty to people and friends would warm any heart. He's around 70 years old and
a Vietnam Vet. He learned a long time ago that fighting in that war wasn't patriotic when he came back home. Being one of principle, he has
become bitter towards our government because of all the lies told to him and others and absolutely does not trust those in charge. He has
chosen not to follow what is going on because he gets too mad and doesn't believe there is anything he can do to change any of it. Both
Obama and Romney scare the hell out of him. He doesn't believe either will keep their promises and follow what the Founders set up for
America. The sadness I saw in his tired face broke my heart. I saw clearly what a tyrannical government does to its people. And now,  his
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$50 + Shipping
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Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week, tens
of thousands of
Oklahoman 
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Rep Shumate married

only choice as he sees it, is to live in an area he loves, eke out a living to pay his rent and enjoy the hilltop with some semblance of peace.
 
By now you're probably wondering how the rat fits into this. Well...he has an old truck parked that isn't running. I had parked next to it and
he said, "I want to show you something." He raised the hood and this huge pack rat was sitting in the well established nest he had built for
himself, just looking at us. He had been there a while. Two days later we went into town and there was no washer fluid, odd, it had been
filled not long ago.
 
I checked it the next morning and Mr. Rat had chewed the hose to the wiper fluid and what I saw laying on the top of the motor was pretty
amazing. There was one of our "Oklahoma Guardian" newspapers. Somehow he had gotten into the truck and swiped a copy to start his nest
with under the hood. I took the paper into the house and had told my friend what had happened.
 
Curiosity got the better of him and he read the article I had written on "Fear and Unrest, What Will You Do?" But...he continued to read the
entire newspaper. From all of our conversations we had had, after reading the newspaper he understood to a greater depth of what I had
talked to him about. It had come clear to him that it didn't matter what party you were registered as, if what both party's are doing is wrong,
it's wrong.
 
He understood why we were doing what we do and I understood just how worn out he had become. So...I will continue this fight for
America, for him, and all of us. What an exceptional experience....and all because of a lesson from a rat. It doesn't get any better than that! 
 

I gots me a sugar daddy to go with all these kids!

Stuart and the State Chamber Sitting in a Tree,

K-I-S-S-I-N-G.

First Comes Love, Then Comes Marriage,

Then Comes Stuart With a Baby Carriage…

 

Do kids still use that childhood ditty that our generation used to use on the playground to tease other kids that were smitten?   Yuck, girls had
cooties after all!  Or so we thought at that young age, later on we wanted all the cooties we could get.   If kids are still using the chant then it
applies quite well to Stuart Jolley the director of Oklahoma’s chapter of Americans For Prosperity (AFP).  This last week found old Stuart
(AKA Little Man Viagra spokesperson) slobbering all over the State Chamber  and supporting their judicial evaluation report that is purported
to evaluate judges based on their “pro business” positions.

 

Now we aren’t knocking the idea of someone keeping up with these judges and letting the voters know when the law isn’t followed and
judges disregard Oklahoma conservative values.  Appellate court judges stand for retention votes every six years and Oklahoma Supreme
Court Justices stand for retention at the next statewide election following their initial appointment.  As the sitting judges usually retain their
seat by a two to one margin it is entirely appropriate for someone to cast a leery eye on their records, our problem is with the State Chamber
being the sole judge, jury, and executioner.

 

So Stuart Jolly, ever the publicity hound, spooned up with the State Chamber in calling out four Justices for being activist judge:  Yvonne
Kauger, James Edmondson, Douglas Combs, and Noma Gurich.  Stuart said in an interview that he would be publicizing the judicial rankings
to “thousands of its members”.    Right…, I remember back when Stuart was claiming 40,000 member of Oklahoma AFP and we would have
to lend him Sooner Tea Party volunteers to staff his table at events.   People’s email address captured by others forwarding their newsletter
hardly constitutes “membership in a group.  Hell Stuart, don’t stop there, get a phone book and do some robo calls and claim everyone with a
working phone number as a member.

 

Interesting enough, Stuart also claimed in a Capitol Beat story that he was considering whether or not to launch an advertising campaign
against the jurists, something that AFP National might be interested in as actually advertising against a candidate violates their 501C 3 status.

 

The problem with AFP endorsing the State Chamber judicial rankings is that the judges are ranked using a narrow set of interests, the big
business interests of the State Chamber with zero use of constitutional or civil rights votes.  The only issues covered were employment,
medical malpractice, product liability, insurance, other liability issues and workers’ compensation, nothing was considered that covered
respect for existing law, freedom, liberty, or justice. 

 



The judges do need reined in, the AT&T v. Oklahoma State Board of Equalization case resulted in a ruling that ruled that “intangible”
property could be assessed for purposes of ad valorem taxation, leading to a quick fix at the Capitol that allowed businesses to pay a token
tax, but one that required more bookkeeping for businesses and was and is a pain in the Stuart Jolley.  State Question 766 is to address this
issue on the November ballot, but allowing the State Chamber even more control over Oklahoman’s affairs is hardly a step forward for
conservatives.

Poor Stuart, he reminds me of a blond joke:

Question:   What is the first thing a blond will do in the morning?

Answer:     She walks home…..

 

So once again Stuart Jolley embarrasses Oklahoma values and AFP by supporting the State Chamber instead of the common good.    No
doubt someone will catch him trudging North on the Broadway Extension one of these mornings,  pushing his baby carriage full of
illegitimate State Chamber offspring, already showing signs of his latest love child that he agreed to carry for the State Chamber.

 

 

Give This Man Some Help

Or Would You Rather See a Liberal Democrat Elected Again?

 

Dave Bell, one of our favorite candidates, is running against former representative Jabar Shumate of North Tulsa.   Shumate is a
liberal Democrat, allegedly accused of being a closeted gay man, and is someone that needs sent back to the life he is better suited
for.  Dave put out a request for campaign donations last week so his campaign can purchase more signage and flyers for precinct
walks.

Last week the Sooner Tea Party reached out to Brian Bingman, the President Pro Tem of the Senate and the one that has access to
Senate PAC money.   Bingman’s office did respond and they did talk to Dave Bell on the possibility of considering a PAC donation
but the staffer threw up a smokescreen of requirements before the Senate PAC would donate.  Basically if the candidate had the
money to jump through all their hoops, he wouldn’t need their donation.  Not good Brian, Dave Bell is a constitutional conservative,
not a process that you can size up and categorize.  Last I checked the Senate PAC had over $40,000 sitting in the bank and Dave Bell
is one of the handful of contested Senate races in November.

Let’s remind Brian Bingman that their PAC money was given to promote Republican candidates for Senate office.  You can email
Brian at bingman@oksenate.gov.

Let’s also dig into our pockets and donate directly to Dave Bell.  I will personally match the first $250.00 in donations to Dave so that
your hard earned money is stretched to do more good.  Just reply to this newsletter letting me know how much you donated and I
will send a matching amount to Dave Bell.  Any amount will help, from $5.00 to $5,000.00, and donations under $50 won’t become
public record if you wish, just make sure that you don’t contribute more than $50 per campaign because then the info becomes
public.  If your donation is over $50, include who you work for, your profession, along with your home address.

 

Dave is a hard core constitutional conservative and he will look out for our interests all across the state if we can get him elected.  
You can’t push Dave around, he stands for everything that the Republican Party Platform and the Tea Party stands for, and I think
you would have to kill him before he would break his word.  You can contact Dave at 918-638-9977 to donate or to volunteer.  Please
mail checks to Dave Bell for State Senate, 1312 North Canton, Tulsa Ok, 74115

 

mailto:bingman@oksenate.gov


No Where to Hide Indeed

Once again State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell cast aside decency and common sense with his weekly rant against other politicians.   In his
blog “Nowhere to Hide”  Matt takes Obama to task for his record so far, high unemployment, skyrocketing debt, and poor foreign policy.  He
reminds us that Obama said in 2008 that if he didn’t turn things around then he would be a one term president.  Fair enough Matt...

 

Pinnell goes on to brag about Romney’s Massachusetts record,  balancing the budget, cutting taxes, reduced spending, and job growth, all
with a Democrat controlled legislature.

 

Pinnell doesn’t mention though the decline of Oklahoma’s prosperity during his leadership of the GOP.   Our own unemployment is still
fairly high, the Governor that he helped elect and continues to support schemed  to implement Obama Care on Oklahomans, while the Capitol
building crumbles around her desk.  Pinnell himself made huge promises in 2010 to win the Oklahoma GOP State Chairman slot yet few of
those promises were delivered.  Pinnell sat on his hands and watched the two largest budgets in Oklahoma history get passed at the Capital,
saw the Governor that he supported join with the State Chamber of Commerce and RINO Republicans to support a bill that promised
prosperity by taxing our way into economic freedom in a 2010  billion dollar state tax increase and Pinnell did this despite having a rock
solid majority in the House, Senate, and all of the state agencies.

We can only hope that Republicans in Oklahoma make it to the February Republican precinct meetings, ask to be a delegate, and either
remove Pinnell from office or force him to do his job of supporting the Republican Party Platform.

 

Questioning the State Questions?
 

On September 23rd the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter published a list of State Questions that would be on the November ballot and made
recommendations on how to vote.   However we had to take a second look at one of those State Questions after new information popped up
that made us question if SQ 765 deserved a yes vote.   Sometimes many minds working on a possible corruption case or an attempt to
confuse and lead astray conservative voters will benefit finding the truth or will at least drive the cockroaches from the cracks where we can
stomp on them.   Below in blue type is the bill summary of every one of the State Questions along with the House voting record where it is
warranted.  Sometimes knowing who voted for and against a bill helps to define exactly what the intent of the legislature was.   But skip the
blue type if you wish to get to the gist of the matter.

The legislative bill number needs to be linked with the State Question number to avoid confusion:

SQ758 = HJR1002     SQ759 =SJR15     SQ762 = SJR25    SQ764 = HJR1085

SQ765 = HJR1092       SQ766 = SJR52

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1002

                Version:               Senate Amendments

                Request Number:            NA

                Author:                Rep. Dank

                Date:     4/19/2011

                Impact: Change in the Rate of Growth

                                FY-14: $6,558,000

The Tax Commission indicates the rate of potential growth in the revenue to taxing jurisdictions will be restrained. Analysis
undertaken by the Commission reveals that forty-two percent (42%) of residential and commercial property parcels may be subject

http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmqaaabqehanajjacajebu/click.php


to a full five percent (5.0%) valuation increase at some point in future years. A reduction in the maximum annual rate of assessed
valuation increase to three percent (3.0%) will restrain the revenue growth rate approximately $6.56 million in FY-14. The estimate
is based on current county databases – the actual effect on revenue growth will be a function of changes in valuation in coming years.

 

The change in growth resulting from a similar cap in agricultural land is not estimated, as the utilization of use value methodology to
value property is not expected to exceed the percentage cap.

 
 

Only around $7,000,000 in savings to the tax payer?  Small change, better than a sharp stick in the eye but they could do much better. 

Vote yes on SQ 758 

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR 15

                Version:               Committee Substitute

                Request Number:            1531

                Author:                Sen. Rob Johnson

                Date:     4/26/2011

                Impact: $0

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The CS for SJR 15 ask the voters to approve or reject an amendment that the state shall not grant preferential treatment to any
individual or group on certain specified conditions.  This state question will be on the General Election ballot, so it will cost no
additional funds to be voted upon.

 
Vote Yes on SQ 759
 

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR25

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:            N/A

                Author:                Representative Faught

                Date:     2/29/2012

                Impact: Estimated Cost Savings – DOC

                                $3.3 Million Annually

 

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CS for Engrossed SJR 25 sends to a vote of the people a proposed amendment to the State Constitution that would give the
Pardon and Parole Board the power to grant parole for nonviolent offenses and would require the Board to report annually to the
Legislature certain information about all paroles granted.

 

 



Fiscal Analysis

 

The Committee Substitute for Engrossed SJR25 authorizes the Pardon and Parole Board to grant parole to nonviolent offenders. 
This action will allow nonviolent parolees to be released earlier than they are currently and save the Department of Corrections
(DOC) the cost of housing these offenders while awaiting approval from the Governor.

According to the Pardon & Parole Board, approximately 1,200 non-violent offenders are recommended for parole annually.  The
process typically takes about 90 days after the Board recommendation before the offender is released.  SJR25 would shorten that
process by approximately 60 days.  With average daily prison costs of $46/day per offender, SJR25 would save approximately $2,760
per offender, or $3.3 million annually.

 

 

 

                         OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    SENATE JOINT RES 25 Constitutional amendment; modifying parole             

    Steele              authority.  Ballot title.  Filing.                     

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   86                                                    RCS# 1194

         NAYS:    8                                                    2/29/2012

         EXC :    5                                                      2:25 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   86

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Blackwell          Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Brown              Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brumbaugh          Holland            Nelson             Shannon           

    Cannaday           Hoskin             Newell             Shelton           

    Casey              Inman              Nollan             Sherrer           

    Cockroft           Jackson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Condit             Johnson            Osborn             Shumate           

    Coody              Jordan             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cooksey            Kern               Peters             Thomsen           

    Cox                Key                Peterson           Tibbs             

    Dank               Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Denney             Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Derby              Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    DeWitt             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Dorman             Martin, St.        Richardson         Wesselhoft        

    Enns               McCullough         Roan               Williams          

    Faught             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         



    Grau               McNiel             Russ               

    NAYS:    8

    Bennett            Hamilton           Proctor            Ritze             

    Christian          Murphey            Reynolds           Terrill           

    EXCUSED:    5

    Billy              Kouplen            Trebilcock         

    Joyner             Morgan            

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 Vote No on SQ 762

 

 BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1085

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:           

                Author:                Richardson

                Date:     3/8/2012

                Impact: Impact only if bonds need to be issued

 

Research Analysis 

 

The committee substitute to HJR 1085 creates a state question to amend the Oklahoma Constitution by creating the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board (OWRB) Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund which is authorized to issue bonds used for a
reserve fund for water resource and sewage treatment financial assistance programs for subdivisions of the state. OWRB can issue
general obligation bonds up to $300,000,000 only after other monies and sources are used for repayment. The Legislature is required
to provide for administration for the fund, methods for issuing the bonds and sufficient appropriations to pay for the bonds.

 Fiscal Analysis

 

CS for HJR 1085 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment creating within the Oklahoma Water Resources
Board the Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund.  The purpose of the Fund is to secure the payment on bonds
issued to provide for the Board’s financial assistance programs.  The bonds authorized by the amendment would only be issued in the
event of a future payment default and after all pledged monies, reserved funds required of borrowers, reserved funds required of
OWRB, and any surety bond payments have been used.  According to officials at the OWRB, this kind of default has never happened
in the history of OWRB’s lending and the likelihood of these bonds needing to be issued is minimal.  The purpose of the bond
authority is to allow towns and rural water districts the foundation of the state’s credit as they secure financing for water and
wastewater infrastructure upgrades as outlined by the Comprehensive Water Plan. 

 Other Considerations

 

According to the OWRB, existing financing programs are expected to only cover 10% of the future demand for upgrades and
improvements, leaving many Oklahoma communities to fend for themselves in securing financing. 

 

OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    HOUSE JOINT RES 1085Constitutional amendment; water resources and          

    Richardson          sewage treatment program; bonds; ballot title;         

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   81                                                    RCS# 1407



         NAYS:   11                                                    3/12/2012

         EXC :    7                                                      3:08 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   81

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Billy              Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Blackwell          Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brown              Holland            Newell             Shannon           

    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Nollan             Shelton           

    Cannaday           Inman              Ortega             Sherrer           

    Casey              Jackson            Osborn             Shoemake          

    Cockroft           Jordan             Ownbey             Shumate           

    Condit             Joyner             Peterson           Stiles            

    Coody              Kirby              Pittman            Thomsen           

    Cooksey            Kouplen            Proctor            Vaughan           

    Cox                Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Dank               Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    Denney             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Derby              Martin, St.        Richardson         Williams          

    DeWitt             McCullough         Roan               Wright            

    Dorman             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Mr.Speaker        

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.       

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ              

    NAYS:   11

    Bennett            Hamilton           Key                Ritze             

    Christian          Johnson            Murphey            Terrill           

    Faught             Kern               Reynolds          

    EXCUSED:    7

    Enns               Nelson             Tibbs              Wesselhoft        

    Morgan             Peters             Trebilcock        

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 

Vote No on SQ 764

 

 

Below is the State Question that we… well, began to question after an email from Representative Osborn was forwarded to us.   When we
looked back at the bill information we found that the bill that was passed didn’t even mention the Governor controlling the DHS organization,
it said that the legislature would create and administrate the agency.

Below is what Osborn had sent out on SQ 765 and it is very close to other legislator’s email recommendations.  We aren’t picking on Osborn,
just pointing out that the misinformation is wide spread and that got us to comparing notes and tying together some loose ends.

SQ 765 Rep. Steele/Sen. Treat
A yes vote on this State Question would abolish the Commission for Human Services, a constitutionally mandated, 9 member group of
unelected volunteers.  It is a 1930’s governance model that can be traced to the agency’s major problems with an unaccountable commission
and an insulated director.  With the passage of this measure The DHS director will be appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the
Senate.  This would place the agency’s leadership closer to the people because the Governor is accountable to all the people of the state. 
DHS would basically now be answering directly to the public,  not an unelected, unaccountable commission.
 
Now here is what the legislation actually said about the bill that would become SQ 765:

 



This measure amends the State Constitution.  It provides for the repeal of Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 which relate to the
Department of Public Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  This measure grants the
Legislature the authority to create and direct by law the administration of a department or departments to provide for public welfare for
the people of the State of Oklahoma. 
 
Section 6>.  For the purpose of effectively administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted

in Section 1 of this Article, the Legislature is hereby authorized to create a department or departments charged with the duty and
responsibility of faithfully administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted in Section 1 of this
Article and shall perform such other duties as may, from time to time, be prescribed by law. <

 
 

And a monstrous red flag popped up, on the enrolled (final version) of the bill Democrat Wade Rousselot was one of the House co authors,
along with Speaker Kris Steele, Jason Nelson, Pat Ownbey and Ron Peterson.  That is a rouge’s gallery if I ever saw one.

 

 Here is the header of the enrolled version with the author’s names in red type:

 

ENROLLED HOUSE
JOINT
RESOLUTION NO. 1092                                                                             By:        Steele, Rousselot, Nelson, Ownbey and Peterson of the House 
                                                                                                                                                                                and
                                                                                                                                     Treat, Brinkley and Johnson (Constance) of the Senate
 
 
So what is so ominous about Wade Rousselot’s participation?  We reported last week that Republican Governor Mary Fallin has allowed
her image to be used by incumbent House member Democrat Wade Rousselot’s campaign even though he is running against Republican
David Tackett.
 

 

 

Tackett’s campaign put out the word on Fallin’s tactic support of an opposing party candidate against one of her own party’s candidates along
with a letter from Representative Mike Reynolds  and another from Representative Mike Ritze calling for Governor Fallin to set the record
straight on allowing the use of her picture.   This week other legislators joined in calling Fallin to limit the use of her image in supporting
opposing candidates and to publically endorse the Republican candidate for House District  12.  Also the Republican Chairman for Wagoner
County called for Governor Fallin to explain the use of her picture on Rousselot’s campaign material.

The Tackett campaign reported that one GOP official had this to say:

 

 "This is unprecedented.  I can't remember if there was a time that a State Representative sent out campaign literature with a picture of the
Governor of the opposing party.  And the fact that Governor Fallin has yet to endorse the Republican candidate in this race makes it even
more troubling."

 

 

We need everyone to contact the Governor about this mess and demand a response.   Governor Fallin's political director is Denise Northrup,
and can be contacted at denisenorthrup     Ask her just who the Governor is supporting in the HD 12 race and why the Governor's
picture is on a Democrat's mailer.  Tell her that Oklahomans deserve an answer on this issue.

It would appear to be obvious that the Governor may well have struck a deal with the liberal Democrat, support a power grab to seize power
over the DHS department in exchange for her endorsement.   I ask you how this is different from the Leftwich scandal that generated flimsy
Oklahoma County criminal charges against two legislators in 2011?   Are the unusually worded SQ 765 information emails circulating an
effort to subvert the will of the legislature and potentially the vote of the people to maintain legislative control over the DHS agency?   Is this
a Quid Pro Quo between Republican Governor Fallin and Democrat Wade Rousselot?

Governor Fallin has a staff member read our newsletter every Sunday night right after it comes out.    Andrew Silverstri is the current Deputy
Policy Director for Governor Fallin and I must say he is conscientious about doing his task so we know that Governor Fallin also reads

http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmyakabqehafajjadajebu/click.php


everything we write or at least the most interesting parts.    It might be a good idea to email Andrew as well and pass along a request that
Governor Fallin either endorse the Republican candidate for House District 12 and put a stop to her support of Democrat Wade Roussselot or
switch party her affiliation to Democrat.   

Here are those emails again:

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov

denisenorthrup    

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.:  HJR 1092

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                10514

                Author:  Speaker Steele et al

                Date:      5/22/2012

                Impact:   $0

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for HJR 1092 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment that would repeal Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 of the State
Constitution that created the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare position.  The measure would authorize the Legislature to
create and direct by law the administration of the Department of Human Services.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

CCR A for HJR 1092 provides for a proposed amendment to the state Constitution and a ballot title related to repealing sections regarding the Department of Public
Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  In addition, the measure grants the Legislature the authority to create and
direct by law the administration of a department(s) to provide for public welfare for Oklahomans.

 

 

  OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                            

   

   

    CCR HJR1092         Constitutional amendment; Oklahoma Public Welfare      

    Steele              Commission; authorizing the Legislature to create      

   

    FOURTH READING      PASSED                                                  

   

         YEAS:   80                                                    RCS# 1948

         NAYS:    7                                                    5/22/2012

         EXC :   11                                                      5:30 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    3                                                            

    YEAS:   80

    Armes              Grau               McDaniel, J.       Rousselot         

    Banz               Hall               McDaniel, R.       Russ              

    Billy              Hamilton           McNiel             Sanders           

    Blackwell          Hardin             Moore              Schwartz           

    Brown              Hickman            Mulready           Scott             

http://t.ymlp328.net/hwjsapabqehaoajjagajebu/click.php


    Cannaday           Holland            Murphey            Sears             

    Casey              Inman              Nelson             Shannon           

    Christian          Jackson            Nollan             Sherrer           

    Condit             Johnson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Coody              Jordan             Osborn             Shumate           

    Cooksey            Joyner             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cox                Kern               Peters             Terrill           

    Dank               Key                Peterson           Trebilcock        

    Denney             Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Derby              Kouplen            Proctor            Virgin            

    DeWitt             Liebmann           Pruett             Walker            

    Enns               Lockhart           Quinn              Watson            

    Faught             Martin, Sc.        Roan               Wesselhoft        

    Fourkiller         Martin, St.        Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Glenn              McCullough         Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    NAYS:    7

    Bennett            Morrissette        Reynolds           Williams          

    Dorman             Renegar            Ritze             

    EXCUSED:   11

    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Morgan             Shelton           

    Cockroft           McDaniel, C.       Newell             Thomsen           

    Hilliard           McPeak             Richardson        

    And our recommendation on SQ 765? 

We suggest that everyone vote yes on the  condition that they be ready to help keep the legislature in control of the DHS and oppose any
power grab by Governor Mary Fallin.

 

Straight party line voting on this one.

 

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.:  SJR 52

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                3513

                Author:  Rep. Dank

                Date:      5/23/2012

                Impact:   Tax Commission:

                                Local Revenue Impact

                                FY-13: $0

                                FY-14: Decrease of $50.1 Million

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for SJR52 directs the Secretary of State to refer to the people a proposed amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution exempting all intangible personal
property from ad valorem taxation.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 



Tax Commission analysis date May 22, 2012, indicates the resolution amends Section 6A of Aerticle X of the Oklahoma Constitution to provide that, beginning
January 1, 2013, intangible personal property will not be subject to ad valorem taxation or to any other tax in-lieu of ad valorem taxation.

 

The estimated revenue impact of removing intangibles from central/unit valued companies is a $50,139,999 loss of ad valorem revenue to local taxing jurisdictions.

 
Vote yes on SQ 766

 

 

 

 

Food Stamp Phone Shumate

 

They call those "free" cell phones that are given away on street  corners by vendors "food stamp phones" because if you are on food stamps
you qualify for a "free" phone that you and I pay for through our phone bill taxes. That sense of entitlement is mirrored in Represenatative
Jabar Shumate's campaign donation records.

Yeah, this one is a long article but you can scroll though the table of info below quickly while paying attention to the the info highlighted in
red type.   This guy is paying campaign workerss to walk for him; I didn’t know that was even legal!  No one has ever paid any Tea Party
volunteers to walk precincts for candidates!   Plus Representative Shumate is buying tires for his car, traveling to San Francisco (I'm going to
bite my tounge on that one), donating to organizations that support gays, lesbians, and transsexuals, and good lord, look at his Starbucks bill!

 

The gay connection was interesting as although there was plenty of rumors and he said/he said info coming out of Tulsa  alledging that
Shumate was a closeted gay this was the first real documented connection between Shumate and a gay supported organization.   Now we
aren’t bashing on the gays,  we tend to leave them alone if they aren't bothering anybody, just pointing out that Shumate supports their issues. 
Read this article posted on the Rainbow Coalition website.  The relevant info is highlighted in red:

 

 

 

February 08, 2012

The Rainbow PUSH CoalitionApplauds Prop 8 Ruling

Please see below a statement, from Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr., founder and president of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, regarding marriage
equality. 

“Many years ago in the late 1970s’, I visited South Africa, then deep in the throes of apartheid system. I was asked by the media what I
thought of the situation, and I said something very culturally challenging to them, “I believe in human rights for all human beings. We must
measure human rights by one yardstick.” That principle – our moral center - still applies. Everything flows from this perspective. We all
matter. Today let us fix the problem, not fix the blame – let us come together and build a broad coalition.

We stand together today as equal members of the human family; as consistent principled advocates for human rights for all people. We stand
together today to uphold the principles of due process, of equal protection under the law, of fighting against discrimination against any and
all people based on race, religion, gender or sexual orientation. 

We applaud today's court ruling that supports Marriage Equality, striking down Proposition 8 as unconstitutional. Peoples' right to self-
expression, self-determination be respected and affirmed. It's time to challenge ignorance, a time to break the silence and the chains of
hatred, of divisive and discriminatory bigotry. Marriage is based on love and commitment — not on sexual orientation. Rainbow PUSH
supports the right for any person to marry the person of their choosing..

If Dr. King and our civil rights movement has taught us anything, it’s the fundamental principle of that all people deserve Equal protection
under the law. LGBT people deserve equal rights – including marriage equality – and equal protection under the law. Discrimination against
one group of people is discrimination against all of us. The State – and the Courts - should not sanction discrimination.

To those that believe in and fought for civil rights, that marched to end discrimination and win equality, you must not become that which you

http://t.ymlp328.net/hwjualabqehaaajjaaajebu/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwjualabqehaaajjaaajebu/click.php


hated. It’s past time to persist in hypocrisy and ignorance, and time to come out of the shadows and darkness to support unequivocally,
equality for all people. Those that support civil and human rights cannot, must not, become perpetrators of discrimination against others based
upon race, religion, culture, sexual orientation. 

African Americans know too well the sting of legal, state sanctioned, constitutionally driven “second class” citizenship – from centuries of
legal slavery and Jim Crow segregation, to classified as 3/5 of a human being in the U.S. Constitution, to facing anti-miscegenation laws that
prevented Blacks from marrying whites.

Marriage is a fundamental right of all individuals. That principle was upheld today — for Blacks and Whites, for straight and gay, for ALL
Americans. No group of people should be denied their fundamental constitutional liberties, like equal protection under the law, simply
because of who they are.

Interestingly enough,reportedly the black community hates it when gays compare what they went through in the civil rights struggle to the
gay rights movement.  Many blacks believe that the comparison cheapens their struggle, perverts it if I might be so bold to use that word.  
Representative Shumate is certainly struggling to keep one foot in the black community and in the gay community, risky politics at best.  The
Tea Party could care less what Representative Shumate does to churn his butter but we don’t like hypocrisy, if he is gay he should come right
out and admit it.  If he isn’t gay he should address the allegations and put them to rest.

And take a look at all the “constituent gifts”.   This report reads like it is a slush fund to funnel campaign money to pay for Representative
Shumate's personal expenses.   That needs looking into, they cut off the gifts from lobbyists or at least make them public then allow money
from campaign war chests to be spent on travel, Starbucks, Burlington Coat Factory, Wal-Mart, and so on?  Spending $20 for breakfast at
Starbucks on a regular basis?  That is living high on the hog

Date Brief description of the
expenditure(s) 

Name and address of
the person/entity to
which expen 

diture was made.  

Beneficiary Explanation of
Purpose 

Amount Year-to-date
total 

Mar 30,
2009 

Shuttle Service Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

2.85 12.85 

Mar 30,
2009 

Gasoline ONCUE Express 101
1 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

8.66 12.31 

Mar 30,
2009 

Printing AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

   Legislative
Business 

16.00 128.00 

Mar 30,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

25.00 1,675.28 

Mar 30,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Abuelo's
17 East Sheridan
Oklahonma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business 

87.26 163.96 

Mar 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Sheraton Hotel
801 N. St. Asaph
Street
Alexandria,
VA 22314 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

155.88 155.88 

Mar 29,
2009 

Hotel Stay Embassy Suites
4650 W. Airport Fwy
Irving, TX 75062 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

148.35 148.35 

Mar 26,
2009 

Airport Shuttle Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

10.00 12.85 

Mar 26,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

15.00 1,675.28 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Lounge 201
201 Massachusetts
Avenue NE
Washington,
DC 20002 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

22.80 22.80 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Hyatt Hotel
1000 H Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

30.40 30.40 

Mar 25,
2009 

Coffee Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

3.97 40.99 

Mar 25,
2009 

Volunteer Thank You
Gifts 

Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Volunteer Thank
You Gifts 

26.44 40.99 

Mar 24,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Mar 23,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Cheevers Cafe
2409 Hudson Avenue
Oklahoma City,
OK 73106 

 Legislative
Business 

29.47 29.47 



Mar 23,
2009 

Office Supplies Cartridge World
1605 North Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74106 

 Office Supplies 35.36 70.72 

Mar 23,
2009 

Constituant Thank You
Gift 

Bed Bath & Beyond
5352 East Skelly Drive
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You Gift 

35.69 35.69 

Mar 20,
2009 

Thank You Card Target
2417 W. Main Street
Norman, OK 73069 

 Thank You Card 2.11 2.11 

Mar 20,
2009 

Donation Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority
Post Office Box 48608
Tulsa, OK 74148 

 Status of Women
Luncheon 

100.00 130.00 

Mar 20,
2009 

Advertisement Deborah Brown
Community School
2 South Elgin Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74120 

 Legislative
Travel 

125.00 300.00 

Mar 17,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 40.00 857.24 

Mar 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

18.69 55.63 

Mar 13,
2009 

Parking AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

8.00 128.00 

Mar 13,
2009 

Luggage Check Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run Place
Brentwood, TN 37027 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.00 271.89 

Mar 12,
2009 

Hotel Shuttle Blue Cab
1417 Oakland Park
Avenue
Columbus Ohio,
OK 43224 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

29.19 29.19 

Mar 12,
2009 

Printing Staples Office Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74114 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

94.95 875.63 

Mar 09,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Chilis Restaurant
1957 S. Muskogee
Tahlequah, OK 74464 

 Legislative
Business 

50.96 50.96 

Mar 08,
2009 

Office Supplies Wal-Mart
1801 Bell Isle Blvd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Office Supplies 35.22 132.25 

Mar 06,
2009 

Airline Ticket American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Ohio Leg. for
Nat'l Alliance for
Charter Schools 

339.89 1,675.28 

Mar 03,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Mar 02,
2009 

Thank You Notes Reasor's
2429 East 15th Street
Tulsa, OK 74104 

 Thank You Notes 35.68 35.68 

Mar 02,
2009 

Esquire Club Parkhill Warehouse
5111 South Lewis
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Dinner Meeting 90.37 214.26 

Mar 02,
2009 

Airline Ticket Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run Place
Brentwood, TN 37027 

 National Urban
League
Conference 

256.89 271.89 

Feb 27,
2009 

Lunch Meeting VZD's Restaurant
4200 North Western
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Legislative
Business 

29.96 63.63 

Feb 26,
2009 

Constituant Thank You
Gift 

Jensco, Inc
77-C Woodland Street
Manchester,
CT 06042 

 Constutuant
Thank You Gift 

15.98 15.98 

Feb 25,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Feb 23,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

OETA OK Broadcasting
Post Office Box 14190
Oklahoma City,
OK 73113 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

30.00 30.00 

Feb 23,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

36.94 55.63 

Feb 23, Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike  Pikepass Rebill 46.70 857.24 



2009 Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

Feb 17,
2009 

Constituant Thank You Mary Murray's Florist
3333 East 31st Street
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You 

51.91 51.91 

Feb 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

9.00 191.03 

Feb 16,
2009 

Printing Staples Office Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74114 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

63.47 875.63 

Feb 10,
2009 

Lunch Meeting On The Border
Restaurant
3500 NW Expressway
Oklahoma City,
OK 73112 

 Legislative
Business 

81.74 109.23 

Feb 09,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Crown Plaza Of Tulsa
100 East 2nd Street
Tulsa, OK 74103 

 Legislative
Business 

16.50 16.50 

Feb 08,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

201.08 394.21 

Feb 07,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

38.56 191.03 

Feb 04,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Feb 03,
2009 

Hotel Stay Residence Inn - Dallas
7642 LBJ Freeway
Dallas, TX 75251 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

51.75 51.75 

Feb 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Zephyrs Patio Lounge
5628 Sears Street
Dallas, TX 75206 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

25.50 25.50 

Feb 02,
2009 

Car Rental Alamo Car Rental
7777 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74115 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.66 40.66 

Feb 02,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

46.05 138.15 

Feb 02,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

Perry Publishing And
Broadcasting
7030 South Yale
Avenue #302
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

50.00 11,489.70 

Feb 02,
2009 

Telephone Service Cox Communications
1811 East 51st Street
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 2008 Campaign
HQ 

389.09 1,113.73 

Jan 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

92.10 138.15 

Jan 28,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Brookside By Day
Restaurant
3313 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

24.27 24.27 

Jan 26,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 26,
2009 

Cellular Phone Service United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone
Service 

174.56 3,587.08 

Jan 24,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

193.13 394.21 

Jan 20,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 14,
2009 

Hotel Stay Springhill Suites
3 SE Interstate Drive
Lawton, OK 73501 

 Legislative Black
Caucus Retreat 

101.02 101.02 

Jan 12, Gasoline E Z Go Mart  Legislative 15.12 15.12 



2009 H. E. Bailey Turnpike
Chickasha, OK 73018 

Travel 

Jan 09,
2009 

Antivirus Software DRI Trend Micro
Unkown
Unknown, OK 00000 

 Antivirus
Software 

35.95 35.95 

Jan 09,
2009 

Cellular Phone Repair The Signal Cellular
Repair
625 Willow Springs
Lane
York, PA 17406 

 Cellular Phone
Repair 

50.00 50.00 

Jan 09,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Jan 06,
2009 

Post Office Box
Renewal 

United States
Postmaster
626 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74106 

 Post Office Box
Renewal 

42.00 442.84 

Jan 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Date Brief description of the
expenditure(s)

Name and address of
the person/entity to
which expenditure was
made.

Beneficiary Explanation of
Purpose

Amount Year-to-date
total

Jun 11,
2012 

Breakfast Starbuck's Coffee House
1832 Utica Square
Tulsa, OK 74114 

Camapign Legislative
Business Meeting 

20.00 504.19 

Jun 11,
2012 

Postage United States Post
Office
626 East Apache
Street
Tulssa, OK 74106 

Camapign Postage 32.00 317.76 

Jun 11,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

62.30 227.08 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement Prairie Production
1637 South Boston
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74119 

Campaign Advertisement 351.09 696.96 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement The Oklahoma Eagle
624 East Archer
Tulsa, OK 74120 

Campaign Advertisement 1,320.00 5,970.00 

Jun 08,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

51.68 227.08 

Jun 08,
2012 

Telephone Polling SHO & Associates
2840 Linda Lane
Oklahoma City,
OK 73115 

Campaign Campaign 4,649.48 4,649.48 

Jun 07,
2012 

Campaign Walking Kevin Watkins
1301 North Denver
Tulsa, OK 74106 

Campaign Campaign
Walking 

40.00 430.00 

Jun 07,
2012 

Meal Mazzio's Pizza
2305 West Edison
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

40.82 155.16 

Jun 07,
2012 

Gasoline Quick Trip
229 N. Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Legislative
Travel 

60.95 2,616.96 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walker 

6.04 33.69 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

14.26
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: FW: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
Date: Monday, October 08, 2012 11:53:00 AM

I think we can really debunk this fiscal analysis, depending on what path we take for the SQ.   

There is still a delay in processing cases, and this will continue whether or not the Governor is in the process.  Right now we are processing cases from June or July,
so it is taking 3 to 4 months for cases to reach our office. 

PPB Board staff said that right now there are issues with DOC such as: delay in returning parole certificates to us (these have to be signed by the offender); delay in
placing offenders in programs (the stipulations must be completed before we receive the file); and delay in home offers being approved. At the beginning of the year,
the Board told me it was a staffing issue and that they fired the employee they were having trouble with. 

 

If the Governor decides to oppose the SQ, we can work with the Board and DOC to make sure the majority of cases are processed within a certain time frame from
start to finish. 

 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The Committee Substitute for Engrossed SJR25 authorizes the Pardon and Parole Board to grant parole to nonviolent offenders.  This action will allow
nonviolent parolees to be released earlier than they are currently and save the Department of Corrections (DOC) the cost of housing these offenders while
awaiting approval from the Governor.

According to the Pardon & Parole Board, approximately 1,200 non-violent offenders are recommended for parole annually.  The process typically takes
about 90 days after the Board recommendation before the offender is released.  SJR25 would shorten that process by approximately 60 days.  With average
daily prison costs of $46/day per offender, SJR25 would save approximately $2,760 per offender, or $3.3 million annually.

 
 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, October 08, 2012 10:43 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
 
Interesting – sooner tea party advocating no on the pardon and parole question…
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 9:08 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
 

 
From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 09:06 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger? 
 
Forward this email to a friend 
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358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for
discerning customers
 
  Claude
Hall's Gun
Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and
the Ron Paul
activist community
at his gun shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 

WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really need

  

SENATE DISTRICT 15 RACE

PART 2

THE DEMOCRAT 

 

The Democratic challenger for the Senate District 15 seat is Mrs. Claudia Griffith,  a newcomer herself to politics but she is no stranger. Her
husband sits on the Norman City Council. That raised some red flags immediately. The Norman City Council is quietly implementing the U.
N.’s agenda 21 right under the noses of the public with the help of a corrupt GOP candidate for the state legislature Bobby Cleveland.

 

Mrs. Griffith’s web site   gives her work history as nursing and she claims to be an independent thinker.

 

However there is a complete lack of specifics in her proposals on her website. She believes that throwing more money at schools will solve
our education problem, when it won’t. What is needed in education is more local control and less state and federal interference in education.
She fails to indicate whether or not she supports Obamacare. She also fails to indicate whether or not she supports the size of government.  
Sometimes what people don’t say is more important than what they do say.

 

The Oklahoma State AFL-CIO is her largest contributor by far having contributed $5,000.00 to her campaign. We expect unions to contribute
to Democrats, so this is no big deal.

 

In her filings with the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission three items that stuck out. The first is

·         Evolve Ok

·          the second is Transform Ok

·          the third is Okie Force

 

The reason these three stuck out is that they all three share the same address. Now this would not be unusual if it was an office building, but
it’s not; this is a home in one of the outlying suburbs of Oklahoma City.  All three entities are environmentally oriented organizations. In
other words, they support Norman’s Agenda 21 scheme. Why are we not surprised that they support her?  I wonder if Bobby Cleveland has
taken their money as well?

 

This is not a candidate that we can support. There is too much Agenda 21 in her platform to do Oklahoma and Oklahoma jobs any good.

 

 

 

 

The Rat, the Democrat and the Republican
By Ms PM

 
This story goes to show that it doesn't matter what party you belong to, the same conclusion is reached...our country is in trouble.
 
Vacationing in California and seeing my old boss and dear friend of 20+ years, we were able to talk about many of the issues facing the
nation. This was a new experience for me as we had never gotten into politics. Armed with more knowledge  following the political
foolishness over the past few years, our conversations were interesting with surprisingly similar thought processes for the most part.
 
The only news I was able to catch was from local stations. During the two week stay the main topics were mostly about local California
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to know about
Comtec's quality and
pricing, they do not
require a contract
for their services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if their
service isn't top
quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week, tens
of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

Rep Shumate married

stupidity and I began to ask questions to see if my friend knew any of what was really going on. His most disturbing question was, "why
haven't I heard about any of this stuff you're talking about in the news?"
 
He is a person that lives on 350 acres of one of the most beautiful secluded hill tops about five miles inland from the coast just south of Half
Moon Bay. There is no cell coverage and he gets about eleven TV stations with an antenna, with six that are in English. That perturbs him,
my word, not his. Politically correct isn't in his vocabulary. Being a registered Democrat and one that voted for Obama in 08, I could tell that
some of what I was saying was disturbing, but, not at all surprising to him. He had no idea about all the executive orders bypassing Congress
nor the acquisition of guns and ammo being stockpiled by different entities of the government just to name a couple. The information on the
NDAA left him speechless.
 
This man has qualities that most others have discarded. His loyalty to people and friends would warm any heart. He's around 70 years old and
a Vietnam Vet. He learned a long time ago that fighting in that war wasn't patriotic when he came back home. Being one of principle, he has
become bitter towards our government because of all the lies told to him and others and absolutely does not trust those in charge. He has
chosen not to follow what is going on because he gets too mad and doesn't believe there is anything he can do to change any of it. Both
Obama and Romney scare the hell out of him. He doesn't believe either will keep their promises and follow what the Founders set up for
America. The sadness I saw in his tired face broke my heart. I saw clearly what a tyrannical government does to its people. And now,  his
only choice as he sees it, is to live in an area he loves, eke out a living to pay his rent and enjoy the hilltop with some semblance of peace.
 
By now you're probably wondering how the rat fits into this. Well...he has an old truck parked that isn't running. I had parked next to it and
he said, "I want to show you something." He raised the hood and this huge pack rat was sitting in the well established nest he had built for
himself, just looking at us. He had been there a while. Two days later we went into town and there was no washer fluid, odd, it had been
filled not long ago.
 
I checked it the next morning and Mr. Rat had chewed the hose to the wiper fluid and what I saw laying on the top of the motor was pretty
amazing. There was one of our "Oklahoma Guardian" newspapers. Somehow he had gotten into the truck and swiped a copy to start his nest
with under the hood. I took the paper into the house and had told my friend what had happened.
 
Curiosity got the better of him and he read the article I had written on "Fear and Unrest, What Will You Do?" But...he continued to read the
entire newspaper. From all of our conversations we had had, after reading the newspaper he understood to a greater depth of what I had
talked to him about. It had come clear to him that it didn't matter what party you were registered as, if what both party's are doing is wrong,
it's wrong.
 
He understood why we were doing what we do and I understood just how worn out he had become. So...I will continue this fight for
America, for him, and all of us. What an exceptional experience....and all because of a lesson from a rat. It doesn't get any better than that! 
 

I gots me a sugar daddy to go with all these kids!

Stuart and the State Chamber Sitting in a Tree,

K-I-S-S-I-N-G.

First Comes Love, Then Comes Marriage,

Then Comes Stuart With a Baby Carriage…

 

Do kids still use that childhood ditty that our generation used to use on the playground to tease other kids that were smitten?   Yuck, girls had
cooties after all!  Or so we thought at that young age, later on we wanted all the cooties we could get.   If kids are still using the chant then it
applies quite well to Stuart Jolley the director of Oklahoma’s chapter of Americans For Prosperity (AFP).  This last week found old Stuart
(AKA Little Man Viagra spokesperson) slobbering all over the State Chamber  and supporting their judicial evaluation report that is purported
to evaluate judges based on their “pro business” positions.

 

Now we aren’t knocking the idea of someone keeping up with these judges and letting the voters know when the law isn’t followed and
judges disregard Oklahoma conservative values.  Appellate court judges stand for retention votes every six years and Oklahoma Supreme
Court Justices stand for retention at the next statewide election following their initial appointment.  As the sitting judges usually retain their
seat by a two to one margin it is entirely appropriate for someone to cast a leery eye on their records, our problem is with the State Chamber
being the sole judge, jury, and executioner.

 

So Stuart Jolly, ever the publicity hound, spooned up with the State Chamber in calling out four Justices for being activist judge:  Yvonne
Kauger, James Edmondson, Douglas Combs, and Noma Gurich.  Stuart said in an interview that he would be publicizing the judicial rankings
to “thousands of its members”.    Right…, I remember back when Stuart was claiming 40,000 member of Oklahoma AFP and we would have
to lend him Sooner Tea Party volunteers to staff his table at events.   People’s email address captured by others forwarding their newsletter
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hardly constitutes “membership in a group.  Hell Stuart, don’t stop there, get a phone book and do some robo calls and claim everyone with a
working phone number as a member.

 

Interesting enough, Stuart also claimed in a Capitol Beat story that he was considering whether or not to launch an advertising campaign
against the jurists, something that AFP National might be interested in as actually advertising against a candidate violates their 501C 3 status.

 

The problem with AFP endorsing the State Chamber judicial rankings is that the judges are ranked using a narrow set of interests, the big
business interests of the State Chamber with zero use of constitutional or civil rights votes.  The only issues covered were employment,
medical malpractice, product liability, insurance, other liability issues and workers’ compensation, nothing was considered that covered
respect for existing law, freedom, liberty, or justice. 

 

The judges do need reined in, the AT&T v. Oklahoma State Board of Equalization case resulted in a ruling that ruled that “intangible”
property could be assessed for purposes of ad valorem taxation, leading to a quick fix at the Capitol that allowed businesses to pay a token
tax, but one that required more bookkeeping for businesses and was and is a pain in the Stuart Jolley.  State Question 766 is to address this
issue on the November ballot, but allowing the State Chamber even more control over Oklahoman’s affairs is hardly a step forward for
conservatives.

Poor Stuart, he reminds me of a blond joke:

Question:   What is the first thing a blond will do in the morning?

Answer:     She walks home…..

 

So once again Stuart Jolley embarrasses Oklahoma values and AFP by supporting the State Chamber instead of the common good.    No
doubt someone will catch him trudging North on the Broadway Extension one of these mornings,  pushing his baby carriage full of
illegitimate State Chamber offspring, already showing signs of his latest love child that he agreed to carry for the State Chamber.

 

 

Give This Man Some Help

Or Would You Rather See a Liberal Democrat Elected Again?

 

Dave Bell, one of our favorite candidates, is running against former representative Jabar Shumate of North Tulsa.   Shumate is a
liberal Democrat, allegedly accused of being a closeted gay man, and is someone that needs sent back to the life he is better suited
for.  Dave put out a request for campaign donations last week so his campaign can purchase more signage and flyers for precinct
walks.

Last week the Sooner Tea Party reached out to Brian Bingman, the President Pro Tem of the Senate and the one that has access to
Senate PAC money.   Bingman’s office did respond and they did talk to Dave Bell on the possibility of considering a PAC donation
but the staffer threw up a smokescreen of requirements before the Senate PAC would donate.  Basically if the candidate had the
money to jump through all their hoops, he wouldn’t need their donation.  Not good Brian, Dave Bell is a constitutional conservative,
not a process that you can size up and categorize.  Last I checked the Senate PAC had over $40,000 sitting in the bank and Dave Bell
is one of the handful of contested Senate races in November.

Let’s remind Brian Bingman that their PAC money was given to promote Republican candidates for Senate office.  You can email
Brian at bingman@oksenate.gov.

Let’s also dig into our pockets and donate directly to Dave Bell.  I will personally match the first $250.00 in donations to Dave so that
your hard earned money is stretched to do more good.  Just reply to this newsletter letting me know how much you donated and I
will send a matching amount to Dave Bell.  Any amount will help, from $5.00 to $5,000.00, and donations under $50 won’t become
public record if you wish, just make sure that you don’t contribute more than $50 per campaign because then the info becomes
public.  If your donation is over $50, include who you work for, your profession, along with your home address.

 

Dave is a hard core constitutional conservative and he will look out for our interests all across the state if we can get him elected.  
You can’t push Dave around, he stands for everything that the Republican Party Platform and the Tea Party stands for, and I think
you would have to kill him before he would break his word.  You can contact Dave at 918-638-9977 to donate or to volunteer.  Please
mail checks to Dave Bell for State Senate, 1312 North Canton, Tulsa Ok, 74115

mailto:bingman@oksenate.gov


 

No Where to Hide Indeed

Once again State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell cast aside decency and common sense with his weekly rant against other politicians.   In his
blog “Nowhere to Hide”  Matt takes Obama to task for his record so far, high unemployment, skyrocketing debt, and poor foreign policy.  He
reminds us that Obama said in 2008 that if he didn’t turn things around then he would be a one term president.  Fair enough Matt...

 

Pinnell goes on to brag about Romney’s Massachusetts record,  balancing the budget, cutting taxes, reduced spending, and job growth, all
with a Democrat controlled legislature.

 

Pinnell doesn’t mention though the decline of Oklahoma’s prosperity during his leadership of the GOP.   Our own unemployment is still
fairly high, the Governor that he helped elect and continues to support schemed  to implement Obama Care on Oklahomans, while the Capitol
building crumbles around her desk.  Pinnell himself made huge promises in 2010 to win the Oklahoma GOP State Chairman slot yet few of
those promises were delivered.  Pinnell sat on his hands and watched the two largest budgets in Oklahoma history get passed at the Capital,
saw the Governor that he supported join with the State Chamber of Commerce and RINO Republicans to support a bill that promised
prosperity by taxing our way into economic freedom in a 2010  billion dollar state tax increase and Pinnell did this despite having a rock
solid majority in the House, Senate, and all of the state agencies.

We can only hope that Republicans in Oklahoma make it to the February Republican precinct meetings, ask to be a delegate, and either
remove Pinnell from office or force him to do his job of supporting the Republican Party Platform.

 

Questioning the State Questions?
 

On September 23rd the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter published a list of State Questions that would be on the November ballot and made
recommendations on how to vote.   However we had to take a second look at one of those State Questions after new information popped up
that made us question if SQ 765 deserved a yes vote.   Sometimes many minds working on a possible corruption case or an attempt to
confuse and lead astray conservative voters will benefit finding the truth or will at least drive the cockroaches from the cracks where we can
stomp on them.   Below in blue type is the bill summary of every one of the State Questions along with the House voting record where it is
warranted.  Sometimes knowing who voted for and against a bill helps to define exactly what the intent of the legislature was.   But skip the
blue type if you wish to get to the gist of the matter.

The legislative bill number needs to be linked with the State Question number to avoid confusion:

SQ758 = HJR1002     SQ759 =SJR15     SQ762 = SJR25    SQ764 = HJR1085

SQ765 = HJR1092       SQ766 = SJR52

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature
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                Bill No.: HJR 1002

                Version:               Senate Amendments

                Request Number:            NA

                Author:                Rep. Dank

                Date:     4/19/2011

                Impact: Change in the Rate of Growth

                                FY-14: $6,558,000

The Tax Commission indicates the rate of potential growth in the revenue to taxing jurisdictions will be restrained. Analysis
undertaken by the Commission reveals that forty-two percent (42%) of residential and commercial property parcels may be subject
to a full five percent (5.0%) valuation increase at some point in future years. A reduction in the maximum annual rate of assessed
valuation increase to three percent (3.0%) will restrain the revenue growth rate approximately $6.56 million in FY-14. The estimate
is based on current county databases – the actual effect on revenue growth will be a function of changes in valuation in coming years.

 

The change in growth resulting from a similar cap in agricultural land is not estimated, as the utilization of use value methodology to
value property is not expected to exceed the percentage cap.

 
 

Only around $7,000,000 in savings to the tax payer?  Small change, better than a sharp stick in the eye but they could do much better. 

Vote yes on SQ 758 

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR 15

                Version:               Committee Substitute

                Request Number:            1531

                Author:                Sen. Rob Johnson

                Date:     4/26/2011

                Impact: $0

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The CS for SJR 15 ask the voters to approve or reject an amendment that the state shall not grant preferential treatment to any
individual or group on certain specified conditions.  This state question will be on the General Election ballot, so it will cost no
additional funds to be voted upon.

 
Vote Yes on SQ 759
 

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR25

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:            N/A

                Author:                Representative Faught

                Date:     2/29/2012

                Impact: Estimated Cost Savings – DOC

                                $3.3 Million Annually



 

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CS for Engrossed SJR 25 sends to a vote of the people a proposed amendment to the State Constitution that would give the
Pardon and Parole Board the power to grant parole for nonviolent offenses and would require the Board to report annually to the
Legislature certain information about all paroles granted.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The Committee Substitute for Engrossed SJR25 authorizes the Pardon and Parole Board to grant parole to nonviolent offenders. 
This action will allow nonviolent parolees to be released earlier than they are currently and save the Department of Corrections
(DOC) the cost of housing these offenders while awaiting approval from the Governor.

According to the Pardon & Parole Board, approximately 1,200 non-violent offenders are recommended for parole annually.  The
process typically takes about 90 days after the Board recommendation before the offender is released.  SJR25 would shorten that
process by approximately 60 days.  With average daily prison costs of $46/day per offender, SJR25 would save approximately $2,760
per offender, or $3.3 million annually.

 

 

 

                         OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    SENATE JOINT RES 25 Constitutional amendment; modifying parole             

    Steele              authority.  Ballot title.  Filing.                     

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   86                                                    RCS# 1194

         NAYS:    8                                                    2/29/2012

         EXC :    5                                                      2:25 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   86

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Blackwell          Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Brown              Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brumbaugh          Holland            Nelson             Shannon           

    Cannaday           Hoskin             Newell             Shelton           

    Casey              Inman              Nollan             Sherrer           

    Cockroft           Jackson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Condit             Johnson            Osborn             Shumate           

    Coody              Jordan             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cooksey            Kern               Peters             Thomsen           

    Cox                Key                Peterson           Tibbs             

    Dank               Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           



    Denney             Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Derby              Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    DeWitt             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Dorman             Martin, St.        Richardson         Wesselhoft        

    Enns               McCullough         Roan               Williams          

    Faught             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ               

    NAYS:    8

    Bennett            Hamilton           Proctor            Ritze             

    Christian          Murphey            Reynolds           Terrill           

    EXCUSED:    5

    Billy              Kouplen            Trebilcock         

    Joyner             Morgan            

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 Vote No on SQ 762

 

 BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1085

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:           

                Author:                Richardson

                Date:     3/8/2012

                Impact: Impact only if bonds need to be issued

 

Research Analysis 

 

The committee substitute to HJR 1085 creates a state question to amend the Oklahoma Constitution by creating the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board (OWRB) Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund which is authorized to issue bonds used for a
reserve fund for water resource and sewage treatment financial assistance programs for subdivisions of the state. OWRB can issue
general obligation bonds up to $300,000,000 only after other monies and sources are used for repayment. The Legislature is required
to provide for administration for the fund, methods for issuing the bonds and sufficient appropriations to pay for the bonds.

 Fiscal Analysis

 

CS for HJR 1085 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment creating within the Oklahoma Water Resources
Board the Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund.  The purpose of the Fund is to secure the payment on bonds
issued to provide for the Board’s financial assistance programs.  The bonds authorized by the amendment would only be issued in the
event of a future payment default and after all pledged monies, reserved funds required of borrowers, reserved funds required of
OWRB, and any surety bond payments have been used.  According to officials at the OWRB, this kind of default has never happened
in the history of OWRB’s lending and the likelihood of these bonds needing to be issued is minimal.  The purpose of the bond
authority is to allow towns and rural water districts the foundation of the state’s credit as they secure financing for water and
wastewater infrastructure upgrades as outlined by the Comprehensive Water Plan. 

 Other Considerations

 

According to the OWRB, existing financing programs are expected to only cover 10% of the future demand for upgrades and
improvements, leaving many Oklahoma communities to fend for themselves in securing financing. 

 

OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     
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    HOUSE JOINT RES 1085Constitutional amendment; water resources and          

    Richardson          sewage treatment program; bonds; ballot title;         

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   81                                                    RCS# 1407

         NAYS:   11                                                    3/12/2012

         EXC :    7                                                      3:08 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   81

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Billy              Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Blackwell          Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brown              Holland            Newell             Shannon           

    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Nollan             Shelton           

    Cannaday           Inman              Ortega             Sherrer           

    Casey              Jackson            Osborn             Shoemake          

    Cockroft           Jordan             Ownbey             Shumate           

    Condit             Joyner             Peterson           Stiles            

    Coody              Kirby              Pittman            Thomsen           

    Cooksey            Kouplen            Proctor            Vaughan           

    Cox                Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Dank               Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    Denney             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Derby              Martin, St.        Richardson         Williams          

    DeWitt             McCullough         Roan               Wright            

    Dorman             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Mr.Speaker        

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.       

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ              

    NAYS:   11

    Bennett            Hamilton           Key                Ritze             

    Christian          Johnson            Murphey            Terrill           

    Faught             Kern               Reynolds          

    EXCUSED:    7

    Enns               Nelson             Tibbs              Wesselhoft        

    Morgan             Peters             Trebilcock        

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 

Vote No on SQ 764

 

 

Below is the State Question that we… well, began to question after an email from Representative Osborn was forwarded to us.   When we



looked back at the bill information we found that the bill that was passed didn’t even mention the Governor controlling the DHS organization,
it said that the legislature would create and administrate the agency.

Below is what Osborn had sent out on SQ 765 and it is very close to other legislator’s email recommendations.  We aren’t picking on Osborn,
just pointing out that the misinformation is wide spread and that got us to comparing notes and tying together some loose ends.

SQ 765 Rep. Steele/Sen. Treat
A yes vote on this State Question would abolish the Commission for Human Services, a constitutionally mandated, 9 member group of
unelected volunteers.  It is a 1930’s governance model that can be traced to the agency’s major problems with an unaccountable commission
and an insulated director.  With the passage of this measure The DHS director will be appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the
Senate.  This would place the agency’s leadership closer to the people because the Governor is accountable to all the people of the state. 
DHS would basically now be answering directly to the public,  not an unelected, unaccountable commission.
 
Now here is what the legislation actually said about the bill that would become SQ 765:

 

This measure amends the State Constitution.  It provides for the repeal of Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 which relate to the
Department of Public Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  This measure grants the
Legislature the authority to create and direct by law the administration of a department or departments to provide for public welfare for
the people of the State of Oklahoma. 
 
Section 6>.  For the purpose of effectively administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted

in Section 1 of this Article, the Legislature is hereby authorized to create a department or departments charged with the duty and
responsibility of faithfully administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted in Section 1 of this
Article and shall perform such other duties as may, from time to time, be prescribed by law. <

 
 

And a monstrous red flag popped up, on the enrolled (final version) of the bill Democrat Wade Rousselot was one of the House co authors,
along with Speaker Kris Steele, Jason Nelson, Pat Ownbey and Ron Peterson.  That is a rouge’s gallery if I ever saw one.

 

 Here is the header of the enrolled version with the author’s names in red type:

 

ENROLLED HOUSE
JOINT
RESOLUTION NO. 1092                                                                             By:        Steele, Rousselot, Nelson, Ownbey and Peterson of the House 
                                                                                                                                                                                and
                                                                                                                                     Treat, Brinkley and Johnson (Constance) of the Senate
 
 
So what is so ominous about Wade Rousselot’s participation?  We reported last week that Republican Governor Mary Fallin has allowed
her image to be used by incumbent House member Democrat Wade Rousselot’s campaign even though he is running against Republican
David Tackett.
 

 

 

Tackett’s campaign put out the word on Fallin’s tactic support of an opposing party candidate against one of her own party’s candidates along
with a letter from Representative Mike Reynolds  and another from Representative Mike Ritze calling for Governor Fallin to set the record
straight on allowing the use of her picture.   This week other legislators joined in calling Fallin to limit the use of her image in supporting
opposing candidates and to publically endorse the Republican candidate for House District  12.  Also the Republican Chairman for Wagoner
County called for Governor Fallin to explain the use of her picture on Rousselot’s campaign material.

The Tackett campaign reported that one GOP official had this to say:

 

 "This is unprecedented.  I can't remember if there was a time that a State Representative sent out campaign literature with a picture of the
Governor of the opposing party.  And the fact that Governor Fallin has yet to endorse the Republican candidate in this race makes it even
more troubling."

http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmyakabqehafajjadajebu/click.php


 

 

We need everyone to contact the Governor about this mess and demand a response.   Governor Fallin's political director is Denise Northrup,
and can be contacted at denisenorthrup     Ask her just who the Governor is supporting in the HD 12 race and why the Governor's
picture is on a Democrat's mailer.  Tell her that Oklahomans deserve an answer on this issue.

It would appear to be obvious that the Governor may well have struck a deal with the liberal Democrat, support a power grab to seize power
over the DHS department in exchange for her endorsement.   I ask you how this is different from the Leftwich scandal that generated flimsy
Oklahoma County criminal charges against two legislators in 2011?   Are the unusually worded SQ 765 information emails circulating an
effort to subvert the will of the legislature and potentially the vote of the people to maintain legislative control over the DHS agency?   Is this
a Quid Pro Quo between Republican Governor Fallin and Democrat Wade Rousselot?

Governor Fallin has a staff member read our newsletter every Sunday night right after it comes out.    Andrew Silverstri is the current Deputy
Policy Director for Governor Fallin and I must say he is conscientious about doing his task so we know that Governor Fallin also reads
everything we write or at least the most interesting parts.    It might be a good idea to email Andrew as well and pass along a request that
Governor Fallin either endorse the Republican candidate for House District 12 and put a stop to her support of Democrat Wade Roussselot or
switch party her affiliation to Democrat.   

Here are those emails again:

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov

denisenorthrup    

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.:  HJR 1092

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                10514

                Author:  Speaker Steele et al

                Date:      5/22/2012

                Impact:   $0

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for HJR 1092 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment that would repeal Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 of the State
Constitution that created the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare position.  The measure would authorize the Legislature to
create and direct by law the administration of the Department of Human Services.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

CCR A for HJR 1092 provides for a proposed amendment to the state Constitution and a ballot title related to repealing sections regarding the Department of Public
Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  In addition, the measure grants the Legislature the authority to create and
direct by law the administration of a department(s) to provide for public welfare for Oklahomans.

 

 

  OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                            

   

   

    CCR HJR1092         Constitutional amendment; Oklahoma Public Welfare      

    Steele              Commission; authorizing the Legislature to create      

   

    FOURTH READING      PASSED                                                  

   

         YEAS:   80                                                    RCS# 1948

         NAYS:    7                                                    5/22/2012

http://t.ymlp328.net/hwjsapabqehaoajjagajebu/click.php


         EXC :   11                                                      5:30 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    3                                                            

    YEAS:   80

    Armes              Grau               McDaniel, J.       Rousselot         

    Banz               Hall               McDaniel, R.       Russ              

    Billy              Hamilton           McNiel             Sanders           

    Blackwell          Hardin             Moore              Schwartz           

    Brown              Hickman            Mulready           Scott             

    Cannaday           Holland            Murphey            Sears             

    Casey              Inman              Nelson             Shannon           

    Christian          Jackson            Nollan             Sherrer           

    Condit             Johnson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Coody              Jordan             Osborn             Shumate           

    Cooksey            Joyner             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cox                Kern               Peters             Terrill           

    Dank               Key                Peterson           Trebilcock        

    Denney             Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Derby              Kouplen            Proctor            Virgin            

    DeWitt             Liebmann           Pruett             Walker            

    Enns               Lockhart           Quinn              Watson            

    Faught             Martin, Sc.        Roan               Wesselhoft        

    Fourkiller         Martin, St.        Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Glenn              McCullough         Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    NAYS:    7

    Bennett            Morrissette        Reynolds           Williams          

    Dorman             Renegar            Ritze             

    EXCUSED:   11

    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Morgan             Shelton           

    Cockroft           McDaniel, C.       Newell             Thomsen           

    Hilliard           McPeak             Richardson        

    And our recommendation on SQ 765? 

We suggest that everyone vote yes on the  condition that they be ready to help keep the legislature in control of the DHS and oppose any
power grab by Governor Mary Fallin.

 

Straight party line voting on this one.

 

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.:  SJR 52

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                3513

                Author:  Rep. Dank

                Date:      5/23/2012

                Impact:   Tax Commission:

                                Local Revenue Impact

                                FY-13: $0

                                FY-14: Decrease of $50.1 Million



 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for SJR52 directs the Secretary of State to refer to the people a proposed amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution exempting all intangible personal
property from ad valorem taxation.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

Tax Commission analysis date May 22, 2012, indicates the resolution amends Section 6A of Aerticle X of the Oklahoma Constitution to provide that, beginning
January 1, 2013, intangible personal property will not be subject to ad valorem taxation or to any other tax in-lieu of ad valorem taxation.

 

The estimated revenue impact of removing intangibles from central/unit valued companies is a $50,139,999 loss of ad valorem revenue to local taxing jurisdictions.

 
Vote yes on SQ 766

 

 

 

 

Food Stamp Phone Shumate

 

They call those "free" cell phones that are given away on street  corners by vendors "food stamp phones" because if you are on food stamps
you qualify for a "free" phone that you and I pay for through our phone bill taxes. That sense of entitlement is mirrored in Represenatative
Jabar Shumate's campaign donation records.

Yeah, this one is a long article but you can scroll though the table of info below quickly while paying attention to the the info highlighted in
red type.   This guy is paying campaign workerss to walk for him; I didn’t know that was even legal!  No one has ever paid any Tea Party
volunteers to walk precincts for candidates!   Plus Representative Shumate is buying tires for his car, traveling to San Francisco (I'm going to
bite my tounge on that one), donating to organizations that support gays, lesbians, and transsexuals, and good lord, look at his Starbucks bill!

 

The gay connection was interesting as although there was plenty of rumors and he said/he said info coming out of Tulsa  alledging that
Shumate was a closeted gay this was the first real documented connection between Shumate and a gay supported organization.   Now we
aren’t bashing on the gays,  we tend to leave them alone if they aren't bothering anybody, just pointing out that Shumate supports their issues. 
Read this article posted on the Rainbow Coalition website.  The relevant info is highlighted in red:

 

 

 

February 08, 2012

The Rainbow PUSH CoalitionApplauds Prop 8 Ruling

Please see below a statement, from Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr., founder and president of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, regarding marriage
equality. 

“Many years ago in the late 1970s’, I visited South Africa, then deep in the throes of apartheid system. I was asked by the media what I
thought of the situation, and I said something very culturally challenging to them, “I believe in human rights for all human beings. We must
measure human rights by one yardstick.” That principle – our moral center - still applies. Everything flows from this perspective. We all

http://t.ymlp328.net/hwjualabqehaaajjaaajebu/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwjualabqehaaajjaaajebu/click.php


matter. Today let us fix the problem, not fix the blame – let us come together and build a broad coalition.

We stand together today as equal members of the human family; as consistent principled advocates for human rights for all people. We stand
together today to uphold the principles of due process, of equal protection under the law, of fighting against discrimination against any and
all people based on race, religion, gender or sexual orientation. 

We applaud today's court ruling that supports Marriage Equality, striking down Proposition 8 as unconstitutional. Peoples' right to self-
expression, self-determination be respected and affirmed. It's time to challenge ignorance, a time to break the silence and the chains of
hatred, of divisive and discriminatory bigotry. Marriage is based on love and commitment — not on sexual orientation. Rainbow PUSH
supports the right for any person to marry the person of their choosing..

If Dr. King and our civil rights movement has taught us anything, it’s the fundamental principle of that all people deserve Equal protection
under the law. LGBT people deserve equal rights – including marriage equality – and equal protection under the law. Discrimination against
one group of people is discrimination against all of us. The State – and the Courts - should not sanction discrimination.

To those that believe in and fought for civil rights, that marched to end discrimination and win equality, you must not become that which you
hated. It’s past time to persist in hypocrisy and ignorance, and time to come out of the shadows and darkness to support unequivocally,
equality for all people. Those that support civil and human rights cannot, must not, become perpetrators of discrimination against others based
upon race, religion, culture, sexual orientation. 

African Americans know too well the sting of legal, state sanctioned, constitutionally driven “second class” citizenship – from centuries of
legal slavery and Jim Crow segregation, to classified as 3/5 of a human being in the U.S. Constitution, to facing anti-miscegenation laws that
prevented Blacks from marrying whites.

Marriage is a fundamental right of all individuals. That principle was upheld today — for Blacks and Whites, for straight and gay, for ALL
Americans. No group of people should be denied their fundamental constitutional liberties, like equal protection under the law, simply
because of who they are.

Interestingly enough,reportedly the black community hates it when gays compare what they went through in the civil rights struggle to the
gay rights movement.  Many blacks believe that the comparison cheapens their struggle, perverts it if I might be so bold to use that word.  
Representative Shumate is certainly struggling to keep one foot in the black community and in the gay community, risky politics at best.  The
Tea Party could care less what Representative Shumate does to churn his butter but we don’t like hypocrisy, if he is gay he should come right
out and admit it.  If he isn’t gay he should address the allegations and put them to rest.

And take a look at all the “constituent gifts”.   This report reads like it is a slush fund to funnel campaign money to pay for Representative
Shumate's personal expenses.   That needs looking into, they cut off the gifts from lobbyists or at least make them public then allow money
from campaign war chests to be spent on travel, Starbucks, Burlington Coat Factory, Wal-Mart, and so on?  Spending $20 for breakfast at
Starbucks on a regular basis?  That is living high on the hog

Date Brief description of the
expenditure(s) 

Name and address of
the person/entity to
which expen 

diture was made.  

Beneficiary Explanation of
Purpose 

Amount Year-to-date
total 

Mar 30,
2009 

Shuttle Service Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

2.85 12.85 

Mar 30,
2009 

Gasoline ONCUE Express 101
1 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

8.66 12.31 

Mar 30,
2009 

Printing AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

   Legislative
Business 

16.00 128.00 

Mar 30,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

25.00 1,675.28 

Mar 30,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Abuelo's
17 East Sheridan
Oklahonma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business 

87.26 163.96 

Mar 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Sheraton Hotel
801 N. St. Asaph
Street
Alexandria,
VA 22314 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

155.88 155.88 

Mar 29,
2009 

Hotel Stay Embassy Suites
4650 W. Airport Fwy
Irving, TX 75062 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

148.35 148.35 

Mar 26,
2009 

Airport Shuttle Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

10.00 12.85 

Mar 26,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

15.00 1,675.28 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Lounge 201
201 Massachusetts
Avenue NE
Washington,
DC 20002 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

22.80 22.80 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Hyatt Hotel
1000 H Street NW
Washington,

 Legislative
Business Travel 

30.40 30.40 



DC 20001 
Mar 25,
2009 

Coffee Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

3.97 40.99 

Mar 25,
2009 

Volunteer Thank You
Gifts 

Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Volunteer Thank
You Gifts 

26.44 40.99 

Mar 24,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Mar 23,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Cheevers Cafe
2409 Hudson Avenue
Oklahoma City,
OK 73106 

 Legislative
Business 

29.47 29.47 

Mar 23,
2009 

Office Supplies Cartridge World
1605 North Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74106 

 Office Supplies 35.36 70.72 

Mar 23,
2009 

Constituant Thank You
Gift 

Bed Bath & Beyond
5352 East Skelly Drive
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You Gift 

35.69 35.69 

Mar 20,
2009 

Thank You Card Target
2417 W. Main Street
Norman, OK 73069 

 Thank You Card 2.11 2.11 

Mar 20,
2009 

Donation Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority
Post Office Box 48608
Tulsa, OK 74148 

 Status of Women
Luncheon 

100.00 130.00 

Mar 20,
2009 

Advertisement Deborah Brown
Community School
2 South Elgin Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74120 

 Legislative
Travel 

125.00 300.00 

Mar 17,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 40.00 857.24 

Mar 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

18.69 55.63 

Mar 13,
2009 

Parking AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

8.00 128.00 

Mar 13,
2009 

Luggage Check Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run Place
Brentwood, TN 37027 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.00 271.89 

Mar 12,
2009 

Hotel Shuttle Blue Cab
1417 Oakland Park
Avenue
Columbus Ohio,
OK 43224 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

29.19 29.19 

Mar 12,
2009 

Printing Staples Office Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74114 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

94.95 875.63 

Mar 09,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Chilis Restaurant
1957 S. Muskogee
Tahlequah, OK 74464 

 Legislative
Business 

50.96 50.96 

Mar 08,
2009 

Office Supplies Wal-Mart
1801 Bell Isle Blvd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Office Supplies 35.22 132.25 

Mar 06,
2009 

Airline Ticket American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Ohio Leg. for
Nat'l Alliance for
Charter Schools 

339.89 1,675.28 

Mar 03,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Mar 02,
2009 

Thank You Notes Reasor's
2429 East 15th Street
Tulsa, OK 74104 

 Thank You Notes 35.68 35.68 

Mar 02,
2009 

Esquire Club Parkhill Warehouse
5111 South Lewis
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Dinner Meeting 90.37 214.26 

Mar 02,
2009 

Airline Ticket Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run Place
Brentwood, TN 37027 

 National Urban
League
Conference 

256.89 271.89 

Feb 27,
2009 

Lunch Meeting VZD's Restaurant
4200 North Western
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Legislative
Business 

29.96 63.63 



Feb 26,
2009 

Constituant Thank You
Gift 

Jensco, Inc
77-C Woodland Street
Manchester,
CT 06042 

 Constutuant
Thank You Gift 

15.98 15.98 

Feb 25,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Feb 23,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

OETA OK Broadcasting
Post Office Box 14190
Oklahoma City,
OK 73113 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

30.00 30.00 

Feb 23,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

36.94 55.63 

Feb 23,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 46.70 857.24 

Feb 17,
2009 

Constituant Thank You Mary Murray's Florist
3333 East 31st Street
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You 

51.91 51.91 

Feb 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

9.00 191.03 

Feb 16,
2009 

Printing Staples Office Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74114 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

63.47 875.63 

Feb 10,
2009 

Lunch Meeting On The Border
Restaurant
3500 NW Expressway
Oklahoma City,
OK 73112 

 Legislative
Business 

81.74 109.23 

Feb 09,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Crown Plaza Of Tulsa
100 East 2nd Street
Tulsa, OK 74103 

 Legislative
Business 

16.50 16.50 

Feb 08,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

201.08 394.21 

Feb 07,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

38.56 191.03 

Feb 04,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Feb 03,
2009 

Hotel Stay Residence Inn - Dallas
7642 LBJ Freeway
Dallas, TX 75251 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

51.75 51.75 

Feb 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Zephyrs Patio Lounge
5628 Sears Street
Dallas, TX 75206 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

25.50 25.50 

Feb 02,
2009 

Car Rental Alamo Car Rental
7777 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74115 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.66 40.66 

Feb 02,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

46.05 138.15 

Feb 02,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

Perry Publishing And
Broadcasting
7030 South Yale
Avenue #302
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

50.00 11,489.70 

Feb 02,
2009 

Telephone Service Cox Communications
1811 East 51st Street
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 2008 Campaign
HQ 

389.09 1,113.73 

Jan 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

92.10 138.15 

Jan 28,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Brookside By Day
Restaurant
3313 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

24.27 24.27 

Jan 26,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 26, Cellular Phone Service United States Cellular  Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 



2009 6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

Service 

Jan 24,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

193.13 394.21 

Jan 20,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 14,
2009 

Hotel Stay Springhill Suites
3 SE Interstate Drive
Lawton, OK 73501 

 Legislative Black
Caucus Retreat 

101.02 101.02 

Jan 12,
2009 

Gasoline E Z Go Mart
H. E. Bailey Turnpike
Chickasha, OK 73018 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.12 15.12 

Jan 09,
2009 

Antivirus Software DRI Trend Micro
Unkown
Unknown, OK 00000 

 Antivirus
Software 

35.95 35.95 

Jan 09,
2009 

Cellular Phone Repair The Signal Cellular
Repair
625 Willow Springs
Lane
York, PA 17406 

 Cellular Phone
Repair 

50.00 50.00 

Jan 09,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Jan 06,
2009 

Post Office Box
Renewal 

United States
Postmaster
626 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74106 

 Post Office Box
Renewal 

42.00 442.84 

Jan 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Date Brief description of the
expenditure(s)

Name and address of
the person/entity to
which expenditure was
made.

Beneficiary Explanation of
Purpose

Amount Year-to-date
total

Jun 11,
2012 

Breakfast Starbuck's Coffee House
1832 Utica Square
Tulsa, OK 74114 

Camapign Legislative
Business Meeting 

20.00 504.19 

Jun 11,
2012 

Postage United States Post
Office
626 East Apache
Street
Tulssa, OK 74106 

Camapign Postage 32.00 317.76 

Jun 11,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

62.30 227.08 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement Prairie Production
1637 South Boston
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74119 

Campaign Advertisement 351.09 696.96 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement The Oklahoma Eagle
624 East Archer
Tulsa, OK 74120 

Campaign Advertisement 1,320.00 5,970.00 

Jun 08,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

51.68 227.08 

Jun 08,
2012 

Telephone Polling SHO & Associates
2840 Linda Lane
Oklahoma City,
OK 73115 

Campaign Campaign 4,649.48 4,649.48 

Jun 07,
2012 

Campaign Walking Kevin Watkins
1301 North Denver
Tulsa, OK 74106 

Campaign Campaign
Walking 

40.00 430.00 

Jun 07,
2012 

Meal Mazzio's Pizza
2305 West Edison
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

40.82 155.16 

Jun 07,
2012 

Gasoline Quick Trip
229 N. Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Legislative
Travel 

60.95 2,616.96 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walker 

6.04 33.69 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

14.26

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Legislative Rriorities
Date: Monday, March 21, 2011 1:53:00 PM

 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Legislative Rriorities
 
Don’t send this to McNutt…  Also, this does not include every bill! But it shows a lot of what has been

accomplished.

 

Tort Reform: Passed in House and Senate
 

·         SB 863, Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Duncan), jury instructions shall include an instruction notifying

the jury that no part of an award for damages for personal injury or wrongful death is subject to

federal or state income tax. (passed march 1)

·         SB 866, Sen. Anthony Sykes, provides for periodic payment of future damages. (passed march

1)

·         HB 1995, by Rep. Dan Sullivan (R-Tulsa), requires certain hospitals operated by a public trust

to maintain a certain amount of health care malpractice liability coverage. The total liability of

such hospitals for damages for malpractice is extended to the amount of the hospital's

malpractice liability coverage.   The bill passed by a vote of: 95-2. (passed march 7)

·         HB 2024, by Rep. Dan Sullivan (R-Tulsa), authorizes a court to order that future damages

incurred after the date of judgment that exceed One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00)

be paid in whole or in part in periodic payments rather than by a lump-sum payment. The vote

was: 62 to 36. (passed march 14)

·         HB 2128, by Rep. Dan Sullivan (R-Tulsa), lowers the recovery limitation for noneconomic

damages in a civil action for bodily injury to Three Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars

($350,000.00). The current limitation is Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000.00). 

Amendment vote was: 58 to 36.  Vote: 57 to 40. (passed march 14)

Workers’ Comp Reform: Passed in House and Senate
 

·         SB 878, Sen. Patrick Anderson (R-Enid) and Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Moore), the workers’

comp bill.  Interestingly it was not debated.  Sen. Anderson told me afterward he stayed up late

last night preparing and was a bit disappointed he didn’t get to debate the bill.  Title is off.  It

passed 44 to 0. (March 10)

·         SB 761, Sen. Jolley (R-Edmond), establishes a physician board which will set guidelines for

best practices for workers' comp cases. Passed 45 to 0. (passed march 8)

·         HB 2038, by Rep. Dan Sullivan (R-Tulsa), authorizes the Workers’ Compensation Court

Administrator to compile annual reports relating to characteristics of cases including amount of

surgeries, length of temporary total disability, permanent partial disability, and other medical

treatments and therapies.  The vote was: 62 to 21. (march 17)
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Closing Fund: Passed in House
 

·         HB 1953, by Rep. Skye McNiel (R-Bristow), is the closing fund bill.  The vote was 79 to 17. 

The emergency failed: 52 to 39. (passed march 14)

Reexamination of tax credits: Passed in House and Senate
 

·         HB 1008, by Rep. Skye McNiel (R-Bristow), is the aerospace tax credit.  The bill shortens the

moratorium on the income tax credit for the reimbursement of tuition and compensation of

aerospace engineers. (passed march 9)

·         SB 3, by Sen. Mazzei (R-Tulsa), aerospace tax credit was passed 45 to 2.  Bill was amended

by Sen. Tom Adelson (D-Tulsa), the amendment abolishes the state income tax, both corporate

and personal.  In a classic case of sticking ones foot in ones mouth, Adelson voted against his

own amendment before voting for the entire bill.  (passed march 2)

·         HB 1285, by Rep. David Dank (R- Oklahoma City), Creates the Task Force for the Study of

Tax Credits and Economic Incentives.  The act defines the membership, scope of the study,

and provides for a final report of findings and recommendations.  The task force is to begin

meeting no later than September 30, 2011 and is to produce a final written report of findings

and recommendations no later than December 31, 2011.

Lower Income Tax: Automatically went into affect
 

IT Consolidation: Passed in House
 

·         HB 1304, by Rep. David Derby (R-Owasso), transfers the information technology assets of all

appropriated state agencies and all employees of appropriated state agencies with job titles

and duties that fall within the information technology occupational group to the Information

Services Division of the Office of State Finance (OSF) effective July 1, 2011.  The amendment

also requires all state agencies, beginning July 1, 2011, to use certain information technolgy

services and the Integrated Central Financial System operated by OSF.  The vote was: 52 to

45.  The emergency failed: 50 to 39. (passed march 14)

·         HB 1601, by Rep. Aaron Stiles (R-Norman), creates the Oklahoma State Government

Business Licensing One-Stop Program and directs the state’s Chief Information Officer (CIO) to

adopt procedures for state agencies to enter into a shared services arrangement with the

Office of State Finance for the provision of real-time, web-based licensing and permitting

services.  The measure requires the CIO to demonstrate a cost savings of at least 15% to

state agencies as a result of the program and requires agencies to lower licensure fees

correspondingly.  The vote was: 90 to 7. (passed march 17)

 

One Stop Shop: Passed House and Senate
 

·         SB 772, Sen. Jolley, one-stop shop for businesses at the Dept of Commerce.  Consolidates

most if not all of the state's business licenses to the Dept of Commerce. Passed 42 to 9.

(passed march 14)

Paperless Billing: Passed House and Senate
 

·         HB 1086, by Rep. Jason Murphey (R-Guthrie), Provides that all payments disbursed from the

State Treasury be made only through an electronic payment mechanism and requires that the

name of any vendor that receives an exemption from the State Treasurer be published in a

report on the Treasurer’s website. The vote was: 93 to 4. (passed march 9)

·         SB 541, Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Moore), allows for electronic signatures for some state



business and mandates the OSF publish an annual fianancial services cost performance

assessment which will document each appropriated state agency's cost for providing

finananical services; including, procurement, payroll, accounts receiveable and payable.

Passed 42 to 0. (passed march 14)

Pension Reform:
 

·         HB 2132, by Speaker Steele, No unfunded COLA's

·         HB1002, by McDaniel, Improves efficiencies in OTRS

Government Modernization / Agency Consolidation: Passed in House and Senate
 

·         HB 2140, by Speaker Steele, is the state agency shared services bill.  The bill consolidates

several agencies into the Office of State.  The bill directs the Director of OSF to consolidate all

of the agencies’ administrative functions by December 31, 2011, and to demonstrate a 15%

overall cost reduction as a result and further requires the Director to make recommendations

on the streamlining, reduction or elimination of the governance structures and statutorily-

established positions of each agency.  The bill passed by a vote of: 65 to 28.  The vote on the

emergency failed by a vote of 53 to 28.  There was a motion to reconsider in the future. 

(passed march 3)

·         HB 1541, by Rep. Jason Murphey (R-Guthrie), creates a Human Rights Division within the

Attorney General’s office and transfers responsibilities of the Human Rights Commission to that

division; Creates a Mining Department within the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)

and transfers responsibilities of the Oklahoma Mining Commission to DEQ; Merges the

Oklahoma Center for Advancement of Sciences and Technology into the Department of

Commerce; and Merges the Scenic Rivers Commission into the Oklahoma Conservation

Commission.  The vote was: 74 to 18.  The emergency failed: 64 to 32. (passed march 14)

·         SB 763, Sen. Jolley, consolidates the Office of Civil Rights Enforcement into the AG's office.

Passed 37 to 9. (passed march 14)

Health Insurance Exchange: Passed in House
 

·         HB 2130, by Speaker Steele, is the health insurance exchange bill.  The vote was: 51 to 34. 

Title on. (passed march 17)

 

Raise awareness for health problems – implemented by 5320 campaign in health department
 

Reform Board of Education: Passed in House and Senate
 

·         HB 2139, by Speaker Kris Steele, allows the State Superintendent of Public Instruction to

establish positions within the department and have control and direct the State Department of

Education. The substitute strikes language that makes the State Board of Education the

governing board of the State Department of Education and specifies that the board will have

supervision of the public school system of Oklahoma.  The emergency clause on the bill failed

to receive 68 votes so the House will vote again either tomorrow or Monday.  Vote for the bill:

64 to 25.  Vote on the emergency: 60 to 28.  (passed march 2)

·         SB 435 by Sen. Bingman—Education reform, modifies the membership of the State Board of

Education to have only four members.  Vote 32-15. (passed week of of 2/25/2011)

Elimination of Social Promotion: Passed in House and Senate
 



·         HB 1550, by Rep. Sally Kern (R-Oklahoma City), requires that if a third-grade student is not

reading at grade level, the student will be asked to participate in a summer reading academy

or other program designed to assist the student in attaining grade-level reading skills. If the

student does not participate, the student will be retained in third grade and a new program of

reading instruction will be developed for the student. If the student does participate in the

summer program but doesn’t successfully complete competencies, the student will be retained

in third grade and provided alternative reading instruction. In addition, students who score

unsatisfactory on the reading portion of the third grade criterion-referenced test, will be

retained in the third grade and provided alternative reading instruction.  The vote was: 67 to

26.  The emergency failed by a vote of: 61 to 27.  (passed march 15)

·         SB 346, Sen. Jolley, eliminates social promotion for 3rd grade students who can’t read at

grade level.  Passed 36 to 8. (passed march 14)

Get More Money in Classroom: Passed in House and Senate
 

·         SB 536, by Sen. Gary Stanislawski (R-Tulsa), creates a task force to examine areas where

efficiencies can be found in school administration, i.e. a task force on school district

administration consolidation.  It passed 39 to 3.   I talked to Stanislawski about this measure a

few weeks ago and he said he didn't know what the final version would look like as this has

been studied before, but he does think the language will change significantly perhaps even

away from a task force to something more substantive; like a plan to actually consolidate some

administrative districts. (passed march 9)

·         HB 1746, by Rep. Jason Nelson (R-Oklahoma City), requires that starting with the 2014-2015

school year school districts spend at least 65 percent of the total yearly expenditures on direct

instructional activities. The vote was: 51 to 45. (Passed march 15)

Eliminate Trial de Novo: Passed in House and Senate
 

·         HB 1380, by Rep. Corey Holland (R-Marlow), removes different hearing processes for

probationary teachers and career teachers recommended for dismissal and provides that all

teachers have the right to a hearing before a local board of education. Removes the process of

a pretermination hearing for career teachers.  Repeals the right to trial de novo. (passed march

1)

·         HB 1380, by Rep. Corey Holland (R-Marlow), eliminates trial de novo.  The bill passed 69 to

31. The emergency failed 67 to 33. (passed March 8)

·         SB 1, by Sen. Ford (R-Bartlesville), eliminates trial de novo.  Passed 30 to 17. (passed march

9)

·         SB 534, by Sen. Ford, broadens the circumstances under which a tenured teachers can be

terminated.  Passed 30 to 15. (passed march 9)



From: Alex Weintz
To: Alex Weintz
Bcc: Governor Fallin Press; Murphy, Sean; Wayne Greene; Zeke Campfield; Michael McNutt;

barbara.hoberock@tulsaworld.com
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 5:07:00 PM
Attachments: Dear Governor letter re Exchange Blueprints 11.9.12.pdf.pdf

See attached – blueprint deadline for insurance exchanges has now been extended to Dec 14.
 

 

Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
To:  Washington Reps and State Federal Contacts
Re:  HHS letter extending blueprint deadline for state-based exchanges
 
 
Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that the deadlines for
states seeking to operate either a State-based or Partnership Exchange under the Affordable Care
Act have been extended.  According to the new guidance, which is attached, states electing to

operate a State-based Exchange must still send a Declaration Letter by November 16th, but the
Blueprint is not due until December 14, 2012.  States electing to operate a State Partnership
Exchange can submit their Declaration Letter and Blueprint on a rolling basis up to February 15,
2013. 
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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 



November 9,2012 


Dear Governor: 


Over the past two years, we have worked together as many of you began building your new 
health insurance marketplaces. The hard work you have engaged in has laid the foundation for 
providing access to quality affordable coverage for millions of Americans. Consumers in all 
fifty states and the District of Columbia will have access to insurance through these new 
marketplaces on January 1, 2014, as scheduled, with no delays. 


This Administration is committed to providing significant flexibility for building a marketplace 
that best meets your state's needs. We intend to issue further guidance to assist you in the very 
near future. Funding is now available to you no matter where you are in the process of 
establishing an Exchange and no matter whether you plan to run your own Exchange, partner 
with another state, or work with the federal government. In response to your request, we 
previously announced that states have until the end of2014 to apply for these federal funds and 
have the flexibility to use such funds both for building Exchanges and for associated start-up 
costs provided that a state's Exchange is not yet self-sustaining. The next application deadline 
for Levelland Level 2 Exchange establishment grants is November 15,2012. I encourage you 
to take advantage of these additional resources. 


As the date approaches for submission of your Blueprint for Approval of State-based and State 
Partnership Exchanges, we have heard from many states that additional time would allow you to 
submit a more comprehensive, complete Blueprint application for your Exchange. 


The deadline for a Declaration Letter for a State-based Exchange remains Friday, November 16, 
2012. However, today, in order to continue to provide you with appropriate technical support if 
you are pursuing a State-based Exchange, HHS is extending the deadline for State-based 
Exchange Blueprint application submissions to Friday, December 14,2012. HHS will approve 
or conditionally approve the State-based Exchanges for 2014 by the statutory deadline of January 
1,2013. 


Additionally, if you are pursuing a State Partnership Exchange, we will accept Declaration 
Letters and Blueprint Applications and make approval determinations for State Partnership 
Exchanges on a rolling basis. The final deadline for both the Declaration Letter and Blueprint 
Application for State Partnership Exchanges that would be effective for 2014 has been extended 
to Friday, February 15,2013. And states will be able to apply to run Exchanges in subsequent 
years. 







November 9, 2012 
Page 2 


We are committed to providing you with the flexibility, resources, and technical assistance 
necessary to help you achieve successful implementation of your state's Exchange and look 
forward to continuing to work with you as we implement the health care law. 


Sincerely, 


Kathleen Sebelius 







From: Alex Weintz
To: Murphy, Sean
Subject: FW: Letter from Sen. Coburn to Gov. Fallin re: concerns with potential expansion of Oklahoma"s Medicaid

program
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:09:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
Coburn letter to Gov Fallin abt Concerns With Expanding Medicaid 10 23 12.pdf

Importance: High

 
 

From: Bernhardt, Becky (Coburn) [mailto:Becky_Bernhardt@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Bernhardt, Becky (Coburn)
Subject: Letter from Sen. Coburn to Gov. Fallin re: concerns with potential expansion of Oklahoma's
Medicaid program
Importance: High
 
Folks –
 
I wanted to make sure you were the first to see the attached letter which Senator
Coburn sent to Governor Fallin today highlighting several reasons not to expand
Oklahoma’s Medicaid program. As a result of the Supreme Court ruling the massive
expansion of Medicaid under Obamacare unconstitutional in June of this year, states
have the option to expand their Medicaid program under the law, but are now not
required to do so.
 
Specifically, Senator Coburn explains the following concerns with any decision to
expand Oklahoma’s Medicaid program:
 

·         Some of the cost of expanding Medicaid in Oklahoma will be borne by
Oklahoma taxpayers;

·         Options for expanding Medicaid under the health care law assume the
federal matching rate is continued at current levels, even though the
federal government has a poor track record of upholding promises to
American citizens;

·         Expanding Medicaid under the health care law could effectively reduce
private health insurance options for Oklahomans;

·         Expanding Medicaid further perpetuates federal bureaucrats’ control of
Oklahoma’s Medicaid program;

·         A general concern with Medicaid expansions under the health care law is the
issue of Medicaid patients’ reduced access to health care because of the
program’s low reimbursement rates for health providers;

·         Essential medical care is not equally available to patients on the program
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Thank you,
Becky
 
 
Becky Bernhardt
Deputy Press Secretary
U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D.
Oklahoma
(202) 224-5754
becky_bernhardt@coburn.senate.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: FW: Letter of Support for HB 2130 from Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak
Date: Friday, March 18, 2011 2:27:00 PM
Attachments: HB 2130 Letter of Support.pdf
Importance: High

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 12:05 PM
Subject: FW: Letter of Support for HB 2130 from Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner
John Doak
Importance: High
 

To: Oklahoma State Representatives

From: Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak

 Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.

            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to create an insurance
exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their
purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  Our vision is to protect
consumers and guarantee the role of licensed agents and brokers.   Therefore, we are asking
for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a governance structure for an Oklahoma
Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
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To: Oklahoma State Representatives  


From: Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak 


 Dear Representative,    


We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to be a 


national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health insurance 


exchange.  


            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one. In 2009, 


the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance exchange portal where 


consumers could compare and research various private health insurance plans in one online location.  


As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to create an insurance exchange 


where small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power, 


increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  Our vision is to protect consumers and guarantee the 


role of licensed agents and brokers.   Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which 


establishes a governance structure for an Oklahoma Exchange. 


We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great 


opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality private health 


insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a 


positive agenda for Oklahoma families.   


The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work to have it 


overturned. We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law ruled 


unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10
th


 amendment rights and create an 


Oklahoma based free-market exchange.   


An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where costs are 


reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual needs and where all 


insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is the exchange that my 


administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, and others are dedicated to 


creating. We look forward to working with all stakeholders on the legislation to ensure everyone is 


represented appropriately.   We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we are.  







 


 







The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work to
have it overturned. We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have
this law ruled unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th

amendment rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is
the exchange that my administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem,
and others are dedicated to creating. We look forward to working with all stakeholders on the
legislation to ensure everyone is represented appropriately.   We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

 



From: Dana Wolpert
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Michelle Waddell
Subject: FW: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 10:15:27 AM
Attachments: Phone call from a Neurosurgeon.mp3

ATT00001.htm

FYI, from Dr. Hook.
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Dr. Carl Hook, MD [mailto: ] 
Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2012 5:09 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Ken King; John Robinson
Subject: FW: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
 
Dana,
This is a very interesting telephone call from a neurosurgeon in Chicago discussing the
‘ethics/treatment’ panels to be formed to dictate care that will be resulting from PPACA (Obama
Care). Please listen to the call.  I thought Governor Fallin would be interested in hearing this and I am
sending to you hoping you will be able to forward it to her.  Thank you very much; I certainly
appreciated your assistance in the scheduling process for the Governor to speak at our recent
EXPLORE: OK Healthcare Summit presented by PLICO August 9, 10.  She helped make it an
overwhelming success for 375 registrants and 60+ exhibitors attending this first time Summit.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carl Hook, M.D.
President and CEO
PLICO
 
 
 

Subject: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL

As Sarah Palin and others asserted, it appears under Obamacare there will
indeed be "Death Panels".

While our shared abhorrence of such a practice is almost unanimous, the
idea of making certain cost/benefit decisions regarding healthcare should
not necessarily be completely ruled out.  Of course even if we agree there
are times when "withholding" care would save both money and pain and
misery, we'd still have to think hard about who sits on these panels. 



I've personally known dozens of people who were 100% certain to die of
cancer in the near term, but they were still given very expensive chemo-
therapies and other interventions that, not only would not save them, but
would make them horribly ill and debilitated for the short time they had left
to live.  Some argue that even when it's certain that a person is going to die
from his illness, we should not remove all hope from him.  But of course this
only postpones the day when the patient must end his denial and come to
acceptance of his demise.  So I've always had bad feelings about cases where
patients were placed on debilitating chemotherapy and given other
treatments that only made them too ill to enjoy what few weeks or months
they had left.  This change in thinking/ethics (I think it's unethical to do this
to people)...but this change with cancer patients alone would save billions of
dollars.  And of course the same is true with other terminal illnesses as well. 
Too frequently continuing painful, debilitating medical care just prolongs
suffering while doctors, hospitals and especially pharmaceutical and high
tech medical equipment companies make profits.

Also there's the data showing that frequently 80% of the cumulative costs
for an individual's healthcare occur during the last 90 days of life.  Does that
make sense?

Here's a call from a neurosurgeon who had just attended a symposium on
how Obamacare will work, a preview of what's coming.  It's really scary to
think that a panel, probably consisting of doctors with administrative
mindsets and corporate bean counters, will be deciding whether a patient
receives the surgery that would normally be provided or just given palliative
care so he'll be comfortable while he's waiting to die.  

But I suppose this will drive the costs of Medicare down, since all that can
afford to go the private insurance route will leave Medicare. 

 
 
*******************************************************************************
 
The information contained in this email message, and any files transmitted 
with
it, is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended only for 
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry
Subject: Fw: March 24th TAHU event
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 6:54:30 PM

FYI. Questions GMF will get tomorrow after her speech at health underwriters.

 
From: Jennifer Helms [mailto:jhelms@fennellassociates.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 06:41 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Michael Stephens < > 
Subject: March 24th TAHU event 
 

Aaron,

I apologize for getting this to you late, but here are 3 questions we have that we
would like the Governor to address at the end of her speech.  These topics have
come up in different several meetings with agents and brokers.

1.      In light of concerns regarding ramifications of accepting federal grant money,
was it feasible to find state revenue to develop a state-based exchange? 

2.      What is status of the filing for the MLR waiver for Oklahoma?

3.      In Governor Fallin’s prospective, as a former Congresswoman, which of the
following scenarios do you perceive most likely?  Repeal and Replace, Pieces of the
law replaced, or defunding to delay enforcement of the law?

We were also told today that Channel 2 (NBC), KOED and PBS will all be in
attendance tomorrow for the meeting.  Please feel free to call me on my cell (918)
630-5652 if you have any questions.  Thank you.

Jennifer Helms, RHU®

Account Representative

Fennell & Associates, Inc.

phone: 918/632-0136

fax: 918/632-0846

toll free: 877/632-0136

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email, then delete the original message and destroy all copies. If
you are the intended recipient, but do not wish to receive communications through this medium, please advise the sender
immediately.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Mary Fallin Goes Trolling for Bond Money
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 8:29:00 AM

Mary Goes Trolling for Bond Money
by Ms. D.B.

 
On Tuesday, January 17, 2012  Gov. Mary Fallin put out a press release about her upcoming trip to New York City for the

purpose of bowing before the big money boys.
 

"Governor Fallin will lead an Oklahoma delegation to New York City on Thursday, Jan. 19, to discuss the possibility of
improving the state’s bond ratings.  Joining the governor will be state Treasurer Ken Miller, Preston Doerflinger, director
of the Office of State Finance and secretary of finance in the governor’s cabinet, and State Bond Advisor Jim Joseph.”

 
“The ratings influence the terms and rates of state-held bonds.“Our meeting with bond advisors gives us a great

opportunity to showcase Oklahoma’s strong economy and fiscally sound policies,” Fallin said. “Unlike the federal
government, Oklahoma has balanced its budget, has made a robust recovery from the recession and has one of the lowest
unemployment rates in the nation.  We are experiencing double-digit growth in state revenues and our Rainy Day Fund
will probably exceed $500 million this year after being depleted during the recession.  We also are in the process of a

government modernization effort that will save taxpayer funds and have taken significant steps to reduce the liabilities of
our retirement systems.”

 
It is good to hear that Oklahoma Is doing well.   We all want to think that things are getting better.  Too bad Mary Fallin

has to throw a wet blanket on it with her self-absorbed, pompous behavior. Could we possibly have a more, insincere
person as our state leader? Was it really necessary to take the entire finance dept. on a trip across the country on taxpayer

money? I wonder what that shin-dig cost us? Not to mention the taxpayers’ pay a specific person to handle all bond
advisory issues. If he’s not capable then maybe that position needs to be re-evaluated.  You know, “Down sized

/modernized”?
 

Oklahoma has a lot of serious issues that the Governor could and should be focused on.  It seems not to matter if it doesn’t
makes a cha -ching sound.  The inconsistency’s in information concerning finances make any report less than creditable.
One day we’ve depleted all funds and she wants to close family parks, then suddenly we have an overflowing raining day
fund of over $500 million robust dollars and Mary and her gang on leaving on a jet plane. Someone is either a manic or

they just can’t keep up with what was said yesterday.
 

Then we have Mr. Doerflinger that is attempting to side step with his obviously new found vocabulary words. Keep it real
Mr. Do finger.  Stop trying to candy coat the Governors’ agenda.  Modernization is not $100 million in debt dumped into
the laps of the Dept. of Transportation.   Also, it is stated that every single dime is approved to be spent.   Don’t you know

that it will be?   Robust indeed…
 

I always associated the word “robust” with the smell of good coffee, but when you have a Governor that can smell money
I guess it will fly when referring to any large amount of money spent without our knowledge or any oversight.  Finally, no

one has really said how the N.Y.C. Party on the  State Taxpayer’s  Money  turned out.    What I do know is that with a
rainy day/pinch/grab fund of $500 million, “robust” dollars, no one should need a loan of any kind for a very long time. 

 Modernize that Mary.
  

Thought for the day: If the rainy day fund of $500 million was to be counted today what amount would be there??
 

 
 

From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, February 05, 2012 11:12 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Mary Fallin Goes Trolling for Bond Money
 

Forward this email to a friend 
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Ron Paul County Coordinators Needed
Join the National Ron Paul 2012 Campaign

 
Contact alg@ronpaul2012.com for more info

 
 

Fresh Start or More of the Same and Worse?
 
 
 

Last legislative session was begun with an attack on conservative values and those that licked the
hand of the State Chamber got a taste of what was coming to them in 2012.   The year ended with
the defeat of the Speaker Steele/Hickman faction, a humilliating defeat for Speaker Steele
personally.   The year started with calls for an investigation of Speaker Steele over his part in the
Comp Case scandal.   Opening day might just turn out to be very interesting this year.
 
But rank and file Republicans mostly just want to represent their constituents and go home.  Still
they are on the battleground so they need to stand behind those that are trying to  clean up state
government or be considered as against the public good.   They face a tough political year with the
filing season moved into the legislative session, preventing the collection of campaign
contributions by incumbents until after the session ends.   They are also facing a growing number
of citizen legislator candidates that are rising in response to the dirt that has been revealed over the
last two years.
 
So the last thing a legislator wants is to have the Sooner Tea Party on their back.   It should be
obvious on how to avoid getting on our radar but just in case here is what we expect this year.
 
Follow the Republican Party Platform.  Not just the socially conservative parts, all ten major
pillars as laid out in the platform.  Support HR 1004, the right of all bills to be heard.  Defeat the
Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchange.  Stop all tax increases and all tax credits for
special interests and reduce everyone's tax bill.  Follow the Constitution and protect our Bill of
Rights.
 
And basically, if the State Chamber is for it, it is a very bad idea to back the issue.
 
We are watching.   There are far more of us than there was last year.   We have a newspaper
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The Carpenter Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
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countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
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discerning customers
 
  
R A  Graphix
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214 Ne 12th St, #C,

Moore, OK 73160

 

R.A. Graphixis a full

line printer and sign

shop capable of

screen printing, vinyl

signs, banners, offset

printing, and all of

your printing needs. 

Randy and his family

have supported the

conservative

movment for many
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WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

coming out in the first few weeks of February, running late because of the temporary loss of our
first editor, but it will be first deployed in Glen Mulready's district in the coming days.   And that
temporary loss will be more than made up with the increase in our numbers from the presidential
campaign volunteers.
 
For decades the special interests have had the run of the Capitol but the internet age is here and
activists are shining a light into the shadows where corruption has flourished.   We are watching
and we will come after you if you dare to betray the public trust.
 
 
 

 
Mary Goes Trolling for Bond Money

by Ms. D.B.
 

On Tuesday, January 17, 2012  Gov. Mary Fallin put out a press release about her upcoming trip
to New York City for the purpose of bowing before the big money boys.

 
"Governor Fallin will lead an Oklahoma delegation to New York City on Thursday, Jan. 19, to
discuss the possibility of improving the state’s bond ratings.  Joining the governor will be state

Treasurer Ken Miller, Preston Doerflinger, director of the Office of State Finance and secretary of
finance in the governor’s cabinet, and State Bond Advisor Jim Joseph.”

 
“The ratings influence the terms and rates of state-held bonds.“Our meeting with bond advisors

gives us a great opportunity to showcase Oklahoma’s strong economy and fiscally sound
policies,” Fallin said. “Unlike the federal government, Oklahoma has balanced its budget, has

made a robust recovery from the recession and has one of the lowest unemployment rates in the
nation.  We are experiencing double-digit growth in state revenues and our Rainy Day Fund will
probably exceed $500 million this year after being depleted during the recession.  We also are in
the process of a government modernization effort that will save taxpayer funds and have taken

significant steps to reduce the liabilities of our retirement systems.”
 

It is good to hear that Oklahoma Is doing well.   We all want to think that things are getting better.
 Too bad Mary Fallin has to throw a wet blanket on it with her self-absorbed, pompous behavior.
Could we possibly have a more, insincere person as our state leader? Was it really necessary to
take the entire finance dept. on a trip across the country on taxpayer money? I wonder what that
shin-dig cost us? Not to mention the taxpayers’ pay a specific person to handle all bond advisory
issues. If he’s not capable then maybe that position needs to be re-evaluated.  You know, “Down

sized /modernized”?
 

Oklahoma has a lot of serious issues that the Governor could and should be focused on.  It seems
not to matter if it doesn’t makes a cha -ching sound.  The inconsistency’s in information

concerning finances make any report less than creditable. One day we’ve depleted all funds and
she wants to close family parks, then suddenly we have an overflowing raining day fund of over
$500 million robust dollars and Mary and her gang on leaving on a jet plane. Someone is either a

manic or they just can’t keep up with what was said yesterday.
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  There is only one
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to know about
Comtec's quality and
pricing, they do not
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for their services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if their
service isn't top
quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week, tens
of thousands of
Oklahoman 

Then we have Mr. Doerflinger that is attempting to side step with his obviously new found
vocabulary words. Keep it real Mr. Do finger.  Stop trying to candy coat the Governors’ agenda. 
Modernization is not $100 million in debt dumped into the laps of the Dept. of Transportation.

  Also, it is stated that every single dime is approved to be spent.   Don’t you know that it will be?
   Robust indeed…

 
I always associated the word “robust” with the smell of good coffee, but when you have a

Governor that can smell money I guess it will fly when referring to any large amount of money
spent without our knowledge or any oversight.  Finally, no one has really said how the N.Y.C.

Party on the  State Taxpayer’s  Money  turned out.    What I do know is that with a rainy
day/pinch/grab fund of $500 million, “robust” dollars, no one should need a loan of any kind for a

very long time.   Modernize that Mary.
  

Thought for the day: If the rainy day fund of $500 million was to be counted today what amount
would be there??

 
 

 
House Bill 2229 and the Wellness Council

By Ms. D.B.
 

When our state official's get together and begin racking their brains on how to trim the
expenditures let's give them a few pointers.   HB 2229 is to consider if the Wellness Council

should be continued or if it should be eliminated as a state agency.   This “Wellness Council” has
got to be one of the most useless organizations in state government. 

 
 I don't know who came up with it in the first place, and I myself wouldn't admit it, but at this

point that is irrelevant.  There is absolutely no need for the state to waste time or money
appointing someone to call meetings or to tell a group of adults how to take care of themselves. 

This isn’t the employer's responsibility, nor should the state be that deep into the employee’s
business. If the benefits offered through an employer have choices such as health care or fitness

then that should be up to each individual to make a choice.
 

If they don't have enough information to make a choice I suppose they will ask or make an
informative phone call.   This can be achieved by providing the employees with information

booklets and phone numbers.
==========================================================
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Amendment for the Oversight Committee on State Employee
Charitable Contributions

 As Introduced by Representative George Faught
By Ms. P. M.

 
We brushed on HB 2228 last week.  This bill is to determine whether or not the Oversight

Committee on State Employee Charitable Contributions is to continue as a government agency.  
The oversight committee picks the list of approved charities for payroll deductions from state

employees. The usual suspects get approved, the United Way, assorted Muslim groups associated
with unindicted co-conspirators with links to terror groups..., the usual politically correct charities
that can afford to lobby the Oversight Council and pay the huge administrative costs that go along

with a well connected and well paid organizations.
 

State Employee Charitable Contributions Act:
 

This amendment relates to Sunset Law that is defined as a measure within a statute, regulation or
other law that provides that the law shall cease to have effect after a specific date, unless further
legislative action is taken to extend the law. This bill would extend the date until July 1, 2016.

You can read the entire proposed bill here.
 

With Oklahoma taxpayers already stretched by paying for this nonsensical department creating
oversight committee, one would think this is a prime target for shrinking the size of state

government.   If state employees can't figure out where they want to give their money on their
own it makes it easy to understand why they work for the government.   I can only wonder how

they manage to function in everyday life outside the protective bubble where they work.
 

When I hear "Sunset" I picture myself sitting on the beach in Key West visiting "Margaretville"
having a grand ole' time. It is ironic how government can turn a vacation into a bureaucratic

nightmare. Let's let this one expire!
 
 
 

Hall of Fame or Hall of Shame?
 

HB 2232, THE MUSIC HALL OF SHAME
AUTHORED BY GEORGE FAUGHT

By R.H.
 

This bill re-authorizes the Muskogee Music Hall of Fame Board, extending the program until July
1, 2016. The Board members are appointed by the Governor with advice and consent of the

Senate. Selection of members is determined by learning who shows “a sincere desire to recognize
Oklahoma's contribution to music”.     Okay…

 
The bill goes on to say the function should be to honor those, living or dead, who, by achievement
or service, have made outstanding and lasting contributions to music in Oklahoma or elsewhere.

 
 

This all sounds great but there is more to it than warm and fuzzy feelings?   Muskogee crime
statistics report an overall downward trend but violent crime is increasing with property crime

decreasing.   Overall the report shows Muskogee has crime rates higher than all of Oklahoma or
the national average.

 
One might think the priority would be to create an atmosphere where people are safe before

throwing money at a Tourist Attraction.   It is time to pull the plug and we dare Representative
Fart to live up to the Republican Party Platform and dissolve this useless pork project.   

 
==========================================================
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Proposed Ethics Rules or Stand Up Comedy?
PROPOSED HOUSE CODE OF CONDUCT IS A JOKE

By R.H.
 

Granted under Articles V Sections 30 and 42 of the Oklahoma Constitution, the Oklahoma House
of Representatives has the authority to discipline their own, but their proposed rules and

punishments leave a lot to be desired. They are more set up to protect House leadership’s agenda
than to enforce ethical behavior.

 
The new rules ask House members to refrain from disorderly behavior  including anything that

might diminish” public confidence” in the House of Representatives. Speaker Steele has
accomplished that all by himself by turning on the very conservative House members that helped
elect him, accompanied by the refusal of committee chairs to hear bills presented by conservative
Republicans and Democrats alike.   If anyone has eroded the peoples’ confidence in the House of

Representatives it is the Speaker himself through his atrocious leadership blunders.
 

Article 5, Sections 18 and 23 of the Oklahoma Constitution prohibits Representatives from
engaging in self-dealing. What do you call the Speakers involvement in a committee to promote
soft on crime bills that are in line with his social justice agenda?  It would seem to me that the
Speaker would have to recuse himself from all matters dealing with any bills dealing with the

prison system.  This might also be covered under Article 5 Section 24 of the Oklahoma
Constitution.

 
Article 5 Section 30 of the Oklahoma Constitution requires a two thirds majority vote for the

majority expulsion of a member. Just imagine, a convicted felon serving in the House of
Representative because they could not muster a 2/3 votes. A Constitutional amendment should be
brought forth that would allow for the removal from the house of a convicted felon on a simple

majority vote. We are not served by felons in the House.
 

I'll grant you there needs to be a Code of Conduct in the House of Representatives, but the people
who propose these rules need to use something they all seem to be lacking. That something is

called common sense.   A little common sense would tell them that these rules are meant to shut
them up and prevent them from exposing the corruption and self dealing at the Capitol. They
should remember, it's the people’s House of Representatives, the business they are conducting

shouldn’t be embarrassing and the people have a right to know if it is. 
 

This proposal would appoint eight members split between the two parties.  Where is there room for
the Independent?  Are Independent s not allowed a seat in the jury box if the people elect an

Independent?. These new Ethics Committee members are to recommend changes to House Code
of Conduct which as proposed are already a joke.  The rules do attempt to establish a procedure to

receive and investigate complaints for violation of House Rules and to recommend disciplinary
action for those violations. Now here’s the kicker;   this committee is suppose to provide ethics

training to members of the House of Representatives on proper conduct.
 

The problems begin with Rule 2. A:
 

  “The Ethics Committee shall consist of eight (8) members of the house appointed by the
Speaker”



 
Why the Speaker? Why not allow each party caucus to pick fair and well respected members?
  And what if the Speaker has an ethics complaint against him as it appears is the case this with

the Kris Steele/Workers Comp scandal?    The people on the Ethics Committee would immediately
be in a conflict of interest on any matter involving the Speaker.   Would they recuse themselves?

  If so, who would investigate these serious allegations against the Speaker?
 

 Rule 2B is a long drawn out procedure to disqualify a person from an investigation.
 

Rule 2C is a disqualifier of a person on the committee if he or she is being investigated. But the
accused member must go through the long drawn out procedure outlined in rule 2b to be

disqualified.   Why not a simple recusal motion here?  What are they afraid of?
 

Rule 2F is to be reviewed for options.  Here’s an option for you.  Instead of replacements being
picked by the Speaker, why not have the individual caucus involved select the replacement in a
vote.  This would surely be a better way than getting the Speakers lap dogs placed on the board.

 
Rule 3 Para B requires that the committee members take the following oath:

 
 “ I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will not disclose, to any persons or entity outside the

House Ethics Committee, any information received in the course of my service with the
committee, except as authorized by the committee in accordance with its rules.”

 
But what if the investigation they’re doing uncovers something that is illegal?   Don’t members

have the obligation to report illegal activity to authorities?   Are the committee members not
allowed to justify their votes on this committee?

 
Para D   States that the final report shall remain confidential until such time as the committee

decides to vote and release part or all of the report.  Speaker Steele and his toadies seem to forget
that is the Peoples House and you are conducting the Peoples Business.  The report is the

property of the people and should be released immediately upon the decision being made.  The
People have a right to know and anyone accused of unethical behavior has the right to have their

name cleared.
 

Rule 6 Para A allows for the committee to adopt internal procedures as necessary.  What is this?
 A secretive committee and now secretive rules?   Shades of the Gestapo here.

 
Para 6E states that unless determined by a majority vote, only the Chair and vice Chair of the
committee can make public statements.  Whatever happened to the 1st Amendment.   Are they

afraid the truth will get out?
 

Rule 7 states in part:
 

 “The House ethics Committee shall determine whether any of the facts contained within a
complaint are capable of independent verification through public record or through preliminary

investigatory process and shall cause such facts that are capable of independent informal
verification to be so verified.” 

 
Now you’ve really got to be joking here.  I’m no attorney, but I’m smart enough to know that
some facts you’re not going to get without a subpoena.  This informal investigation is meant to
whitewash any investigation in the hope that it will go away.  Talk about trying to protect their

members.  Here’s a good example.
 

Para 3 gives the committee the right, by majority vote, to refer the complaint to the appropriate
authorities.   This is an attempt to cover up what House leadership did to their fellow colleagues

last year.   In that regard it is disgraceful because they can simply troll for criminal acts committed
by legislators, legislators that aren’t following Speaker Steele’s agenda.  If a legislator has broken
the law and evidence comes forward, let that evidence be given directly to the appropriate District

Attorney or the Attorney General.
 

Rule 8 Para E4 gives the power to the Chair to determine whether or not a witness or documents
to be subpoenaed are likely to provide competent, relevant and material evidence and if so, shall

issue subpoenas as requested by the respondent.  The question here is this;  without seeing the
documents or hearing from the witnesses, how can the chair make a decision on whether or not
they provide any competent, relevant or material evidence in the case before them?   This rule is

more about refusing to allow conservative legislators to provide evidence that will clear their



names.
 

Rule 9 Para F states in part:
 

 “An official paper or record is not within the privilege established in the paragraph.”  What are
they afraid of.?  Do they plan to twist the words to say something they didn’t?

Para H gives the discretion of making a record of the proceedings to the chair.   This shouldn’t be
left to one person’s discretion.   An audio record and a written transcript should be mandatory.

 You can’t have a body such as this deciding the political future of our elected officials doing so
without an official record.  This in itself brings discredit and shame upon the House of

Representatives.  Representatives should demand that those hearings be open to the public.
 

Para L, 1 claims that there will be strict adherence to the rules of evidence as outlined in
Oklahoma law. They even allow the respondent to have an attorney present and for witnesses,

however that attorney can raise no objections and cannot address the ethics committee.   All they
can do is advise their witness.  An Attorney violating these rules can be found in contempt.  I

wouldn’t blame the attorney, looking at these proposed rules, I’d be contemptuous too.
 

I 3 goes on to say:
 

 “That the Chair, in his or her sole discretion, shall rule upon all objections and upon the
admissibility of evidence arising in the course of deposing witnesses or presenting testimony or

documents to the House Ethics Committee.”
 

So in paragraph we say no objections can be raised, and in another we say the chair has the power
to rule on them.  What the ______ is going on here?  Since when did we elevate a committee chair

to the position of what amounts to a Criminal Courts Judge without going through the proper
procedure?  After all isn’t that what this panel is?

 
Rule 10 Para B allows the committee to step outside the scope of the complaint.  Why?  Granted
there should be some exceptions.  Those exceptions would be criminal in nature and should be

referred to law enforcement.  The way I see it you have a complaint you investigate it, you make
your findings and you move on.  Anything else, except criminal activity, is beyond the scope of

your investigation.
 

Rule 11 The Final Report, the most idiotic rule of all.  Para A:
 

 “A Final Report shall remain confidential except as otherwise provided in this rule.”
 

Why?  If the report clears a Representative, don’t you think we should know?   If you discipline a
Representative, don’t you think we should know?   Remember, this was the Peoples business you

were conducting.  The people have a right to know.
 

Para B is absurd.  You are really going to make House members take the same oath as Ethics
Committee members just to view the final report.   What are you hiding?   Who are you

protecting?   How biased are these proceedings?
 

Para C, by a majority vote may release all or part of the final report.   Hey remember the part
about the Peoples business.  We deserve to know.

 
Rule 12 deals with disciplinary action.  This one is a little difficult to deal with as it is set out in

Oklahoma’s Constitution.  I agree in most of the actions to be taken, but Para 5 presents a
problem for me.  For now we have to let it stand.  

 
Understand these are just draft rules. There is time to change them. We can put the pressure on

them to do so.   Lets make this happen.  You can see the proposed draft legislation here
 

Code of Conduct   House Ethics Rules 
===========================================================
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Failure of Tax Credits

By Ms. P.M.
 

With the announcement of American Airlines filing for bankruptcy one could assume the colossal
tax credits they received did not do Oklahoma any favors.  In 2003 Tulsa voters approved a one-
cent sales tax that provided American Airlines more than $22 million in incentive to stay in the
city and expand their maintenance center.   
 
 
Representative Dank has been busy authoring three new tax credit bills.  HB 2979 isn’t a bad bill,
it removes the transferability of tax credits, something that was a bad idea when it started and
needs shut down.
 
Dank doesn't stop there; HB 2977 is another amendment bill which relates to the "Task Force for
the Study of State Tax Credits." It consists of 10 members:
 
-Chair of the Appropriations and Budget Committee (House)
-Chair of the Appropriations Committee (Senate)
-Chair of the Revenue and Taxation Subcommittee of the Appropriations     
  and budget Committee (House)
-Chair of the Senate Finance Committee
-Director of the Office of State Finance
-State Treasurer
-Secretary of State
-Minority Leader (House)
-Minority Leader (Senate)
-State Auditor and Inspector
 
 
 
Dank isn't done, HB2978 covers identification of certain persons, prohibiting measures allowing
transfer of tax credits and audits. The bill states that any tax credit "shall provide for the creation
of new jobs or the retention of existing jobs within the State of Oklahoma." 
 
Ya think?
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 The suspicions part of this is that the majority of these positions are filled with House leadership
cronies.  They wouldn’t be cutting these tax credits unless this somehow benefited their State
Chamber masters.   This issue bears close watching however the following story sheds some light
on why they are trimming tax credits, so they can re sell the favors to their new campaign donors
in the areospace industry.
 
In the bill on the task force it states the findings must be submitted to the Governor.   I wonder...
with American Airlines in bankruptcy and over 2,000 jobs being lost, is she now wondering why
she thought these tax credits were the grand poo-poo in her panties?   Or was it just a tingling
sphincter moment? She HAS been around a while. It certainly seems as if our Lady Gag-Gag is
downplaying the job loss, "lose some jobs" and these employees have "unique and valuable skill
sets."  I can only think they probably don't feel so valuable right now. You can read her press
release here:

 
=====================================================================

 

 
Retroactive Tax Credits? 

 Are They Insane?
 

Read this pile of steaming corporate cronyism:
 
 

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to income tax; amending 68 O.S. 2011, Section 2357.301, which relates to the aerospace sector income
tax credit; modifying definition; authorizing amended return for specified circumstance and providing deadlines for

filing; providing for codification; and providing an effective date.
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:
SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 68 O.S. 2011, Section 2357.301, is amended to read as follows:
Section 2357.301. As used in Sections 1 through 4 2357.301 through 2357.304 of this act title:

1. “Aerospace sector” means a private or public organization engaged in the manufacture of aerospace or defense
hardware or software, aerospace maintenance, aerospace repair and overhaul, supply of parts to the aerospace industry,
provision of services and support relating to the aerospace industry, research and development of aerospace technology

and systems, and the education and training of aerospace personnel;
2. “Compensation” means payments in the form of contract labor for which the payor is required to provide a Form 1099

to the person paid, wages subject to withholding tax paid to a part-time employee or full-time employee, or salary or
other remuneration. Compensation shall not include employer-provided retirement, medical or health-care benefits,

reimbursement for travel, meals, lodging or any other expense;
3. “Institution” means an institution within The Oklahoma State System of Higher Education or any other public or

private college or university that is accredited by a national accrediting body;
4. “Qualified employer” means a sole proprietor, general partnership, limited partnership, limited liability company,
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corporation, other legally recognized business entity, or public entity whose principal business activity involves the
aerospace sector;

5. “Qualified employee” means any person employed by or contracting with a qualified employer on or after January 1,
who has been awarded an undergraduate or graduate degree from a qualified program by an institution, and who was not

employed in the aerospace sector in this state immediately preceding employment or contracting with a qualified
employer. For purposes of this paragraph, prior employment in the aerospace sector shall not include employment or

contracting with a qualified employer as an intern on a nonpermanent basis;
6. “Qualified program” means a program that has been accredited by the Engineering Accreditation Commission of the

Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) and that awards an undergraduate or graduate degree; and
7. “Tuition” means the average annual amount paid by a qualified employee for enrollment and instruction in a qualified

program. Tuition shall not include the cost of books, fees or room and board.
SECTION 2. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2357.305 of Title 68,

unless there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:
For the tax years 2009 through 2011, any qualified employee that was employed or contracted as an intern on a

nonpermanent basis in the aerospace sector or any qualified employer who employed or contracted with a qualified
employee as an intern may file an amended Oklahoma income tax return in order to claim the income tax credit provided
for in Section 2357.302, 2357.303 or 2357.304 of Title 68 of the Oklahoma Statutes. Tax year 2009 amended returns may
be filed on or before October 15, 2014, and be considered timely filed for purposes of claiming an income tax refund. All

other tax years are subject to the statute of limitations for refund claims set forth in Section 2373 of Title 68 of the
Oklahoma Statutes.

SECTION 3. This act shall become effective January 1, 2013.

 
David Tackett of Oklahomans for Liberty wrote a good expose of this issue.   Below is a

shortened version of his article, here is the full article.
 

Apparently, it's not good enough for Boeing to count these intern-to-full time job hires toward the
tax credit starting this year.  They want the tax break to be retroactive all of the way back to

2009!
 

So, let's put this in perspective.   and the State Chamber opposed giving military veterans an
immediate tax credit on their retirement benefits last year, instead making our veterans wait until
2016 to get their tax break.  (Sorry, I forgot Sen. Mazzei missed several votes during last year's

session including these votes.)

But now, Sen. Mazzei wants us to give Boeing a tax credit for the past 3 years.

I guess that makes sense... If you fought to put your life on the line to protect our freedoms, you
have to wait 4 years for your tax break.  But if you give a lot of money to Sen. Mazzei and the

State Chamber then you can have your tax break passed retroactively.
 

Corporate welfare is bad enough, but when you make it retroactive, you are exposing the
fact that you no longer represent your voters' interest, but those who can give your campaign

the most money.                                                                                    
                                                                                     

 
 

Reserve Cop Gets to Visit Girlfriend Behind Bars
 

In a startling claim, Sheriff John Whetsel said there is not a problem with security at the
Oklahoma County jail after a 60 year old former Langston Reserve Police Officer illegally used

his Police credentials to obtain private visits with his 33 year old incarcerated fiancé at the
Oklahoma County Jail. Someone found herself a sugar daddy.

 
This is unbelievable. How can Sheriff Whetsel’s  people miss the fact that the man checked
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himself in wearing a police uniform and claiming to be from the Logan County Sheriff’s  Office. 
Once maybe, twice never.  It goes back to the old saying fool me once shame on you, fool me

twice shame on me. This guy got away with it six times before he was caught. This is
unbelievable.

 
The man now faces six felony counts of unauthorized entry into a prison institution. His name is

Dawud Ali.  But that’s not all. The man was let go from the Langston Police Department in
January. This raises the question. Why haven’t the guards who allowed this to happen been

disciplined.
 

Sheriff Whetsel’s response to this breach of security has been minimal.  His tightening of security
has been to require that Oklahoma County Jailers have been told to ask more questions. Surely

they can come up with a better way to verify that the investigator that is there is in fact authorized
by the Police Force that sent them to be there. What’s wrong with a phone call to the agency that

they sign in as being from? What’s wrong with requesting that an agency notify the Sheriff’s
Department in advance of who they are sending, two simple solutions to enhance security.

 
Another red flag should have been raised during these visits. With no charges on file from Logan

County or the Langston Police Department, one wonders what ruse was used to get these visits.  A
claim of an ongoing investigation is the most likely culprit.  This is a simple claim to make, but

one that in the future should be verified with the alleged investigating agency.
 

Sheriff Whetsel, you’re there to Protect and to Serve.  You claim to do a pretty good job of it. It
would appear that your defenses at the Oklahoma County Jail are easy to breach.  How many

more horror stories must we hear of the Oklahoma County Jail before something is done?    How
many more security breaches are we to endure?

  How soon will it be before the criminal element figures it out, and escapes start to happen, or
have they and we just haven’t heard about them?

 

 
HB 2536

"OKLAHOMA BEVERAGE CONTAINER RECYCLING ACT"
Authored by Representative McCullough

 
The idea is a mandatory recycling of beverage cans to attract tourists by having less litter on the

ground.   In our previous newsletter we did a story on "Tracking Trash In Tulsa". This new bill is
eerily similar only on a smaller version at least for now. You can read the Bill here.

 
 
 

There are no "smart carts" in front of your house with RFDI chips but the long list of expenses
include new regulations and departments just to name a couple.  Let's not forget the fees and

penalties for violations.  Did you know that the definition of "Consumer" as defined would be "a
person paying the deposit on a deposit beverage container"? 
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One would think the government is the "consumer" after all they will be consuming more taxpayer
money.  Will the price of soda go up AND a deposit added to the increased price?  The retailers

have to cover the added expense of government micro managing with more bureaucracy.
 

After reading many articles on the pros and cons of recycling one issue stood out. Unless the
system is efficient it will operate at a loss.   I can only conclude if the government is involved we
are in trouble.  It will cost taxpayers money to fill coffers at the state level.  How much does the

government do without wasting our money?
 
 

Arm Twisting or Reception?
 

Looks like the State Chamber is already trolling for tramps at 23rd & Lincoln with a reception
Wednesday night.   No doubt legislators can rub elbows with the captains of industry here in

Oklahoma and get reminded of who paid their campaign donations.
 

From: The State Chamber of Oklahoma [mailto:reply@okstatechamber.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 2:22 PM

Subject: Join Us For Our Legislative Reception

 Join Us For The State Chamber of Oklahoma’s Annual Legislative Reception on February 15
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Oklahoma History Center. 

To RSVP, please contact Karen Cagle directly at 405-235-3669 or kcagle@okstatechamber.com.

The State Chamber has released its 2012 Business Agenda for the year. Please click here to see the
full agenda, including a list of Key Legislative Issues. State Chamber members and all elected

officials will be mailed a hard copy of the publication in the coming weeks and additional copies
will be available at the reception.

==========================================================
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Señor Ortega, mi casa es su casa? 

mi casa no su casa!
 

More Amnesty Bills from Representative Ortega
By R.H. 

 
Just like last year, Rep. Ortega has authored his share of amnesty bills. This time he has hedged

his bets by writing three. The first is HB 2792. This bill creates the Oklahoma Immigration Act of
2012.  It's the same amnesty program that ripped George Faught a new one last session.  Got too
many illegal aliens, just make them legal and flout Federal Law.  Who cares how many Natural

Born Americans and Native Oklahomans are out of work. HB 2793 is the same kind of bill.
 

Then there is HB 2798. This is essentially the same bill, with a few word changes. It's a back up
bill in case HB 2792 or HB 2793 fail to pass. Granted Charlie has a lot of illegal aliens in his

district.  Maybe he should care more for the legal residents of his district.
 

What is it that politicians don't understand about amnesty. We tried that when the Democrats
promised to secure the border, and President Regan granted amnesty.  Well the border was never
secured.  Instead we get a President who wants to put kiosk up at some border crossing and trust
that it will be used.  Plus an Attorney General who allows thousands of guns to be walked across
the border unchecked, and then uses it as an excuse to tighten gun sales.   The death of 2 border
patrol agents with those guns didn’t bring  so much as an apology from the Attorney General to

their families.
 

This state has a law in effect now that requires City, County and State law enforcement to report
illegal aliens to the I. C. E.   Most do not. Oklahoma City and Tulsa are known sanctuary cities.

 What is more appropriate is a bill to cut off state funding to law enforcement and county welfare
agencies until the counties come into compliance with current state law.

 
In addition state law makers should take a look at what happens to unemployment numbers when

tough immigration laws are in acted.  Alabama is a good example.   Alabama has seen their
unemployment rate decrease by 1.2% since en-acting their law last year.  Granted it is being

challenged by the great community organizer in chief, President Obama, and the most corrupt
Attorney General in history, but it is still working.

 
Rep. Ortega, you should reconsider your bills, and withdraw them from consideration. These bills

are bad for Oklahoma and bad for Oklahomans
====================================================================

 



 
Republican Precinct Meetings Feb 6th

 
Cleveland County is among a slew of counties holding precinct meetings on Monday night.   

Delegates will be elected to send to the March County Conventions and the April District
Conventions where the delegates will be narrowed down for the State Convention in May.

 
You need to be a registered Republican to vote and become a delegate but anyone can attend.  If

you have recently re registered, take a copy of your registration form with you.
 

Cleveland County’s meeting will be at Joy’s Palace at 300 E Main, Southeast corner of Crawford
and Main in Norman.

 
Here is a link to the Oklahoma GOP website event page where you can check to see when your

County is having their precinct meetings. 
 

http://www.okgop.com/events/
 

Oklahoma County precinct meetings are on Mon, February 6, 6:15pm – 8:15pm
at the Harding Charter School (auditorium), 3333 N. Shartel Ave., OKC

 
Woods, Kay, Oklahoma, Bryan, Logan, Noble and Stevens counties all meet on Monday.   On
Tuesday the Comanche County precinct meetings are held and on Thursday the Pottawatomi

County meetings are held.
 
 

 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc

in your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know

who else got the email.

 

Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:

 

Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  

 

Here is the Senate Directory

 

Here is the House Directory
 
 
 

  

  

Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to prevent

someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at the top of the

newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.

  

Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call costs. 

We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do our

very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: MEDIA ADVISORY: Governor Fallin to discuss Health Insurance Exchange, Education Reform in TV Interviews
Date: Tuesday, March 29, 2011 5:30:00 PM

FYI. 

 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2011 5:30 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: MEDIA ADVISORY: Governor Fallin to discuss Health Insurance Exchange, Education Reform in
TV Interviews
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 29, 2011

*** Media Advisory ***
Governor Fallin to discuss Health Insurance Exchange, Education

Reform in TV Interviews
Governor Mary Fallin tomorrow will discuss the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and
education reforms during two live television interviews.

6:12 a.m. Wednesday, March 30 – Gov. Fallin will appear live on KFOR Channel 4 in OKC

6:40 a.m. Wednesday, March 30 – Gov. Fallin will appear live on KWTV Channel 9 in OKC

7 to 7:10 a.m. Wednesday, March 30 – Gov. Fallin will appear live on KOTV Channel 6 in
Tulsa

 

###

 

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


From: Alex Weintz
To: "smurphy@ap.org"
Subject: Fw: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made following press

conference
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:44:28 AM
Importance: High

U got this right? 
 
From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:32 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made
following press conference 
 
Today at 11 AM in the Blue Room at the Oklahoma Capitol, Governor Fallin will announce
the results of the statewide Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.
 
Immediately following the press conference, the governor will make an announcement
to the press regarding the health insurance exchange and Medicaid expansion
provisions contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.   
 
More information on Feeding Oklahoma Food Drive below:
 

*** Media Advisory ***
 

Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday to Announce Results of Statewide Food
and Fund Drive

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin will announce the results of the third-annual
Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive at a press conference on Monday, Nov. 19.  Joining
the governor will be officials from the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma and Community
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma.
 
The goal of the food drive, which concluded on Nov. 15, was to raise enough food and
funding to provide 1.2 million meals to help feed hungry families in Oklahoma this holiday
season.  According to the USDA, Oklahoma ranks as the fifth-hungriest state in the nation,
with more than 675,000 Oklahomans struggling with hunger every day.  The Oklahoma food
banks provide enough food to feed more than 150,000 people each week with demand
increasing during the holiday season.
 
 
WHAT:                                   Governor Fallin will announce the results of the statewide

Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.

 
WHO:                                    Governor Fallin; Rodney Bivens, executive director of the

Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma; Eileen Bradshaw, executive
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director of the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma
 
WHEN:                                  11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 19
 
WHERE:                                Blue Room, Oklahoma State Capitol
 
 

###
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: tulsawendy
Subject: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made following press

conference
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:34:00 AM
Importance: High

 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:33 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made
following press conference 
Importance: High
 
Today at 11 AM in the Blue Room at the Oklahoma Capitol, Governor Fallin will announce
the results of the statewide Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.
 
Immediately following the press conference, the governor will make an announcement
to the press regarding the health insurance exchange and Medicaid expansion
provisions contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.   
 
More information on Feeding Oklahoma Food Drive below:
 

*** Media Advisory ***
 

Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday to Announce Results of Statewide Food
and Fund Drive

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin will announce the results of the third-annual
Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive at a press conference on Monday, Nov. 19.  Joining
the governor will be officials from the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma and Community
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma.
 
The goal of the food drive, which concluded on Nov. 15, was to raise enough food and
funding to provide 1.2 million meals to help feed hungry families in Oklahoma this holiday
season.  According to the USDA, Oklahoma ranks as the fifth-hungriest state in the nation,
with more than 675,000 Oklahomans struggling with hunger every day.  The Oklahoma food
banks provide enough food to feed more than 150,000 people each week with demand
increasing during the holiday season.
 
 
WHAT:                                   Governor Fallin will announce the results of the statewide

Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.

 
WHO:                                    Governor Fallin; Rodney Bivens, executive director of the

Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma; Eileen Bradshaw, executive
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director of the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma
 
WHEN:                                  11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 19
 
WHERE:                                Blue Room, Oklahoma State Capitol
 
 

###
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Wayne Greene
Subject: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made following press

conference
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:11:00 PM
Importance: High

Did you get this at 10:33 AM this morning?
 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:33 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made
following press conference 
Importance: High
 
Today at 11 AM in the Blue Room at the Oklahoma Capitol, Governor Fallin will announce
the results of the statewide Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.
 
Immediately following the press conference, the governor will make an announcement
to the press regarding the health insurance exchange and Medicaid expansion
provisions contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.   
 
More information on Feeding Oklahoma Food Drive below:
 

*** Media Advisory ***
 

Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday to Announce Results of Statewide Food
and Fund Drive

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin will announce the results of the third-annual
Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive at a press conference on Monday, Nov. 19.  Joining
the governor will be officials from the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma and Community
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma.
 
The goal of the food drive, which concluded on Nov. 15, was to raise enough food and
funding to provide 1.2 million meals to help feed hungry families in Oklahoma this holiday
season.  According to the USDA, Oklahoma ranks as the fifth-hungriest state in the nation,
with more than 675,000 Oklahomans struggling with hunger every day.  The Oklahoma food
banks provide enough food to feed more than 150,000 people each week with demand
increasing during the holiday season.
 
 
WHAT:                                   Governor Fallin will announce the results of the statewide

Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.

 
WHO:                                    Governor Fallin; Rodney Bivens, executive director of the
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Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma; Eileen Bradshaw, executive
director of the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma

 
WHEN:                                  11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 19
 
WHERE:                                Blue Room, Oklahoma State Capitol
 
 

###
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: MEDIA REQUEST: special session?
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:35:01 PM

Fyi. - just replied that gov doesn't plan to call a special session

 
From: DeWayne Smoot [mailto:dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 03:35 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: MEDIA REQUEST: special session? 
 
Aaron,

I was wondering what, if anything, has been decided about the possibility of calling 
a special session of the Legislature to deal with the U.S. Supreme Court's decision to 
uphold the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

Does it look like there will be a special session to address the state-run health 
insurance exchange? 

Is the administration willing to risk betting on the election results to avoid having to 
do that/ 

If a special session is called, what is the anticipated costs of doing that?

If a special session is not called, what are the potential costs of not addressing the 
issue? 

What are the benefits of not calling a special session to address the need for a 
state-run health insurance exchange?

I am writing on deadline, so a prompt response would be appreciated.

DeWayne E. Smoot

Staff Writer

Muskogee Daily Phoenix

214 Wall St.

Muskogee, OK 74402

(918) 684-2901

dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Medicaid Expansion
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 3:47:58 PM

Just FYI
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 1:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: RE: Medicaid Expansion
 
Steve –
Below is what a state plan must cover - - the expansion population was not removed from the
language.  The rumor is that states would have to make an affirmative move to “not” cover
this population.
Cindy
 
 
Sec. 1902. [42 U.S.C. 1396a] (a) A State plan for medical assistance must—
 
(10) provide—
(A) for making medical assistance available, including at least the care and services listed in
paragraphs (1) through (5), (17), (21) and (28)[54]of section 1905(a), to—
(i) all individuals—
(I) who are receiving aid or assistance under any plan of the State approved under title I, X,
XIV, or XVI, or part A or part E of title IV (including individuals eligible under this title by
reason of section 402(a)(37), 406(h), or 473(b), or considered by the State to be receiving
such aid as authorized under section 482(e)(6)),
(II)(aa) with respect to whom supplemental security income benefits are being paid under
title XVI (or were being paid as of the date of the enactment of section 211(a) of the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (P.L. 104-193[55]) and
would continue to be paid but for the enactment of that section), (bb) who are qualified
severely impaired individuals (as defined in section 1905(q)), or (cc) who are under 21 years
of age and with respect to whom supplemental security income benefits would be paid under
title XVI if subparagraphs (A) and (B) of section 1611(c)(7) were applied without regard to
the phrase “the first day of the first month of the following”,
(III) who are qualified pregnant women or children as defined in section 1905(n),
(IV) who are described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of subsection (l)(1) and whose family
income does not exceed the minimum income level the State is required to establish under
subsection (l)(2)(A) for such a family;
(V) who are qualified family members as defined in section 1905(m)(1),
(VI) who are described in subparagraph (C) of subsection (l)(1) and whose family income
does not exceed the income level the State is required to establish under subsection (l)(2)(B)
for such a family,[56]

(VII) who are described insubparagraph (D) of subsection (l)(1) and whose family income
does not exceed the income level the State is required to establish under subsection (l)(2)(C)
for such a family; or[57]

[58]
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(VIII)  beginning January 1, 2014, who are under 65 years of age, not pregnant, not
entitled to, or enrolled for, benefits under part A of title XVIII, or enrolled for benefits under
part B of title XVIII, and are not described in a previous subclause of this clause, and whose
income (as determined under subsection (e)(14)) does not exceed 133 percent of the poverty
line (as defined in section 2110(c)(5)) applicable to a family of the size involved, subject to
subsection (k);[59]

(IX)[60] who—
(aa) are under 26 years of age;
(bb) are not described in or enrolled under any of subclauses (I) through (VII) of this clause
or are described in any of such subclauses but have income that exceeds the level of income
applicable under the State plan for eligibility to enroll for medical assistance under such
subclause;
(cc) were in foster care under the responsibility of the State on the date of attaining 18 years
of age or such higher age as the State has elected under section 475(8)(B)(iii); and
(dd) were enrolled in the State plan under this title or under a waiver of the plan while in
such foster care;

 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 8:47 AM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Medicaid
 
Cindy,
 
I saw your email to Katie that had a cryptic sentence at the end - “And, then on another note, we
learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility group rather than an “opt-in”.  This changes
things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we would probably need legislation.” 
 
Can you give me a little information about this?  Maybe point me to the section you are
referencing? 
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
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is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
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distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Meeting on health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 2:29:00 PM
Attachments: NGAExchanges_Workshop_Agenda_Aug 10.docx

 
 

From: NGA HHS Committee [mailto:hhsreps@talk.nga.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 2:27 PM
To: HHS Committee
Cc: Drobac, Krista; Schiff, Maria
Subject: Meeting on health insurance exchanges
 
Reminder: The NGA Center for Best Practices is hosting a meeting on exchanges September 8-9 in
Arlington, Virginia.  Below please find the original invitation that was sent to all offices as well as a
draft agenda.  If you are interested in attending, please register as soon as possible via the link
highlighted below.  If you have any questions regarding meeting registration or the agenda, please
contact Maria Schiff at mschiff@nga.org or (202)624-5395.
 
Please also mark your calendars for an HHS Committee meeting next Wednesday, August 24 at 3:00
pm EST in the governors room to discuss the latest proposed rules on health insurance exchanges.
 Call-in information:  ; passcode 
 
********
The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices is pleased to invite each
governor to send a state team to a workshop entitled: “Health Insurance Exchange
Implementation: Timelines, State Options and Federal Regulations.”  This workshop is
designed to offer state teams the opportunity to discuss issues related to the various
paths forward envisioned by the statute and recently-issued HHS proposed regulations
regarding Exchanges.
 
The workshop will cover the timelines and state obligations under the different
Exchange models.  A substantial portion of the workshop will be reserved for state-
only discussions.  Topics will include Medicaid integration, Exchange operations, risk
mitigation and financial issues.  Each topic will be introduced by a subject matter
expert, followed by small group discussions among similarly situated states.
  Additional details can be found in the attached agenda.   At the end of the meeting,
states will have the opportunity to speak to and hear from representatives from the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

This meeting will be held in Arlington, Virginia.  On-site registration begins at 8:00 AM
on Thursday, September 8, 2011.  The meeting will conclude at 3:00 PM on Friday,
September 9, 2011.  The NGA Center will reimburse up to two people from each state
for travel and lodging expenses.  The state may send up to two additional people at
state expense (there is no meeting registration fee).  HHS has indicated that Exchange
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          HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES WORKSHOP

			                      TIMELINES, STATE OPTIONS AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS

         CRYSTAL CITY HYATT, ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA

                               SEPTEMBER 8-9, 2011

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8







		8:00 A.M. – 8:30 A.M.

		REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST





		8:30 A.M. – 9:30 A.M.



TBD





HENRY CHAO?

		OPENING PLENARY



Setting the stage: overview of different Exchange models, state roles under State/Hybrid/Federal Exchanges, timelines, and how to chart a path forward. 



The plenary will conclude with a short update from an HHS official on the federal data services hub



		BREAKOUT SESSION 1

9:30 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. 



BRETT GRAHAM &

BOB CAREY 



		CREATION AND OPERATION OF EXCHANGES 



Attendees will divide into two groups; session will focus on issues related to the establishment and operation of individual and SHOP Exchanges, by either the state, the federal government or in a hybrid approach. 

	



		11:00 A.M. – 11:15 A.M. 

		BREAK





		BREAKOUT SESSION 2

11:15 A.M. – 12:45 P.M.







TBD



MOLLY VORIS, WASHINGTON STATE HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY 



		PROJECT  MANAGEMENT & FINANCING OF EXCHANGES



Session will focus on issues related to cross-agency collaboration, budget forecasting and exchanges, and cost allocation requirements. 



Breakout topics:

· Financing and budgeting for federal/hybrid exchanges

· Project management/work plans





		12:45 P.M. – 2:15 P.M.



CINDY GILLESPIE

		LUNCH



An Analysis of a State’s Health  Insurance  Market:  

How it can Inform Decision-Making  





		BREAKOUT SESSION 3

2:15 P.M. – 3:45 P.M.





KAREN POLLITZ

NORM THURSTON &

CINDY GILLESPIE

		POLICY CHOICES: NAVIGATORS AND PRODUCERS,  SMALL AND LARGE BUSINESSES AND EXCHANGES



Breakout topics:

· Navigator programs, agents/brokers

· Small business engagement, large employer issues, and private exchanges





		BREAKOUT SESSION 4

3:45 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.



BETH SAMMIS, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, MARYLAND INSURANCE ADMINISTRATION



BRIAN WEBB, MANAGER, HEALTH POLICY AND LEGISLATION, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INSURANCE COMMISSIONERS 



		RISK MANAGEMENT AND INSURER PARTICIPATION 



Session will focus on issues related to insurance markets and risk mitigation, as well as qualifying health plans for participation in the exchange. 



Breakout topics:

· Adverse selection issues: reinsurance, risk corridors and risk adjustment, enrollment periods 

· 2014 Market Reforms:  Guarantee Issue; Rating Reforms; Mandates; Subsidies; etc. 

· Qualifying health plans, OPM Plans





		5:00 P.M. –6:30 P.M.



		RECEPTION

Conference attendees, speakers and NGA health care corporate fellows are invited to a reception with hors d’oeuvres and refreshments









FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9









		7:30 A.M. – 8:30 A.M. 

		BREAKFAST



PANEL OF EARLY INNOVATOR STATES (INVITED)



		BREAKOUT SESSION 5

8:30 A.M. – 10:00 A.M.









DEBORAH BACHRACH 

VERN SMITH

MATT SALO

		MEDICAID, ELIGIBILITY AND ENROLLMENT 



Session will focus on issues facing states in processing new applicants through the Exchange.



Breakout topics:

· 90/10 match opportunity and associated requirements

· Medicaid eligibility/enrollment under a predominately federal exchange





		10:00 A.M. – 10:15 A.M. 

		BREAK





		10:15 A.M. – 11:15 A.M.





		SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS



What do you need/want from the federal government, short and medium term? What do you want from NGA and each other?





		11:15 A.M. – 12:15 P.M.



		SUMMARY OF STATE THEMES, CONCERNS AND NEEDS 





		12:15 P.M. – 1:30 P.M.



MARK MCCLELLAN 

		LUNCH







		1:30 P.M. – 2:45 P.M. 

		QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION WITH HHS





		2:45 P.M. –3:00 P.M.

		CLOSING
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Planning Grant funding can be used toward travel for state-funded participants.

The NGA Center will reimburse you for your airfare, hotel, and some other travel
related costs.  Please note, NGA has strict travel guidelines requiring pre-approved
waivers for any exceptions.  Please review the guidelines when you register, and if you
are traveling under circumstances outside of the norm (to and from different location,
different travel dates, etc), please contact Leslie Donaldson, ldonaldson@nga.org, for
prior approval. 
 
Click here to register or like to http://www.cvent.com/d/9cq7z3.  Please register prior
to the registration cut-off date of August 15, 2011.
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
 
Krista Drobac
Director, Health Division
Center for Best Practices
National Governors Association, Suite 267
444 North Capitol Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Office: 202-624-7872
Cell: 202-415-3260
 
 
Heather E. Hogsett
Director
Committees on Health & Human Services and
Homeland Security & Public Safety
National Governors Association
(202)624-5360
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

 
---
You are currently subscribed to [hhsreps] as Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-200193-
158950.082c7c8c58e3aebbaf0a4c4dfd1615ea@talk.nga.org..
 
Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Milliman CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT No. 3
Date: Tuesday, January 10, 2012 1:29:33 AM
Attachments: MILLIMAN Actuarial Analysis CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT No. 3.pdf

Near final actuarial assessment draft.  Gap analysis will be coming later in the month.  
 
Julie Cox-Kain, M.P.A
Chief Operating Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. 
Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2011 5:27 PM
To: 'Lynn.McLaren@milliman.com'; 'Buffy.Heater@okhca.org'; 'andrew.naugle@milliman.com';
'Barbara.Collier@milliman.com'; 'Ben.Diederich@milliman.com'; 'carol.hughey@milliman.com';
'Craig.Keizur@milliman.com'; 'stacey.muller@milliman.com'; 'tim.barclay@milliman.com';
'timothy.harris@milliman.com'; Cox-Kain, Julie; 'laurabrookins@okhealthplans.org';
'mrobison@okstatechamber.com'; 'Rich.Edwards@osf.ok.gov'; 'Susan.Dobbins@oid.ok.gov'; Myers,
Yvonne; 'Mike Rhoads'; 'Frank Stone'
Subject: Milliman CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT No. 3
 
Phase I & Phase II Team Members:
 
Attached is Draft No. 3 – the most recent draft- of the Milliman Actuarial Report.  This is a
CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT.  Please do not share this document outside of your internal review
team.  Unless changes are made, it will be the finalized draft of the project deliverable. 
Please complete your detailed review and return your comments and/or suggested edits by

close of business next Wednesday, January 4th. 
 
You may also wish to use the Scope of Work for the project as shown below to help guide
your review:
 

SCOPE OF WORK/OFFEROR’S DUTIES
Assess potential impacts of substantive options on the insurance market. The vendor should be prepared
to advise the State on the qualitative and quantitative impact of various options around these major policy
decisions. At a minimum, this should include:

§  Statewide survey of existing insurance carriers about aspects of their product lines and plans;

§  Existing state and federal regulations;

§  Best methods to identify/certify qualified health plans for the exchange

§  Consideration of the reinsurance/risk adjustment methods provided for in PPACA sections 1341-
1343

 

§  Review and summarization of effective cost control strategies
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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This study was prepared by Milliman, Inc. as requested by the Oklahoma Department of Health to 
evaluate the State’s current health insurance markets and evaluate the potential options available to 
Oklahoma to create a new entity which is called the Oklahoma Health Insurance Marketplace (OHIM) in 
this report.  The OHIM will serve as an internet-based system to allow eligible Oklahomans to research, 
select, and purchase individual and small group insurance coverage.  The purpose of the study is to 
provide actuarial projections and outline the options related to establishing the OHIM.  The study was 
funded by a grant from the federal Department of Health and Human Services. 
 
This Executive Summary presents a summary of the ACA requirements, the current market, key 
decisions the State will need to make as it considers creating the OHIM, key findings, and implementation 
issues.  Remaining sections of the study provide additional information including projections and 
discussions relevant to these decisions.  
 
This study provides a detailed overview of the current health insurance market in Oklahoma and the 
potential impacts to this market if the OHIM is introduced.  While the projections of the potential future 
market are presented as finite tabular results, there is still significant uncertainty surrounding these 
projections.  This uncertainty stems from many sources including the use of existing data sources with 
potential imperfections, evolving legislative, regulatory and judicial guidance, changing economic 
conditions, and unpredictable reactions of the many stakeholders within the health insurance market.  
Therefore, it is critical that the State understand the current market, the options available to the State, the 
decisions that must be made, and the potential impacts of these decisions. 
 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT (ACA) 
 
The primary ACA requirements for the commercial employer-sponsored insurance (ESI) small group and 
individual health insurance markets, both inside and outside the OHIM are discussed in Section IV and 
include: 
 


> Guaranteed issue of insurance coverage regardless of pre-existing medical conditions or health 
status. 
 


> Adjusted community rating with premium rate variations only for benefit plan design, geographic 
location, age rating (limited to ratio of 3:1), family status, and tobacco usage (limited to ratio of 
1.5:1). 
 


> Premium rate consistency inside and outside the OHIM. 
 


> Ability of states to merge the ESI small group and individual health insurance markets. 
 


> Ability of states to define small group up to 100 employees (mandatory by January 1, 2016). 
 


> Definition and requirements for essential health benefits to be considered qualified health 
insurance. 
 


> Individual tax penalty if not covered by minimum essential insurance coverage. 
 


> Employer tax penalty if not offering qualified insurance coverage (groups under 50 employees are 
exempt). 
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The ACA also includes a significant expansion of state Medicaid programs to include all U.S. citizens and 
qualified legal aliens who are not eligible for Medicare, and with household income up to 133% of the 
federal poverty level (FPL) based on modified adjusted gross income (MAGI), or 138% of FPL with the 
5% income disregard. 
 
CURRENT MARKET 
 
In order to consider the various decisions to be made by Oklahoma and their impact on the market, it is 
important to understand the current insurance markets.  Key demographic characteristics of the 2010 
Oklahoma population for the current insurance markets are provided in Section V.  The following graph 
depicts the 2010 Oklahoma population by source of insurance coverage. 
 


 
 
 
Some key observations regarding the current insurance coverage include: 
 


> The largest concentration of health insurance coverage is from ESI plans, providing health 
insurance to approximately 1.6 million individuals or about 43% of the total state population. 
 


> The individual health insurance market is the smallest source of health insurance coverage in 
Oklahoma, with approximately 182,000 individuals or about 5% of the total state population 
having this coverage. 
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Figure 1: Oklahoma Lives (Including Over Age 65) by Source of 
Coverage in 2010 
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> An estimated 691,000 individuals, or almost 19% of the state’s total population, are uninsured; 


however, a portion of this uninsured population consists of undocumented residents.  The 
undocumented population is not eligible for Medicaid under current law and will not be eligible for 
ACA expansions or subsidies in the future.  The documented uninsured, 570,000 individuals, 
represents approximately 15% of the state’s total population. 


 
DECISION POINTS 
 
Given the context of the current market, the State must decide how to proceed with the OHIM.  
 
The initial decision facing the State is whether to establish the OHIM.  The ACA requires the 
establishment of new ACA-compliant market mechanism in each state by calendar year 2014.  The ACA, 
and subsequent regulations, have begun to outline the minimum requirements that such an entity must 
meet to be considered compliant.  Note that the federal government will develop a Federally facilitated 
health insurance marketplace for use in states that choose to not create their own entity, or for temporary 
use in states that do not complete implementation by 2014. 
 
If Oklahoma were to proceed with the development of the OHIM, it would need to make basic design 
decisions, including: 
 


> Governance – The marketplace can be governed through an existing state agency, a non-profit 
organization established by the State, or as a new independent state agency. 
 


> Scope – The marketplace would need to include both individual and small group insurance 
options.  The State can design the marketplace as two separate mechanisms, one for small 
group and one for individuals, or combine these markets into one.  Such a combination can be 
restricted to administrative functions with limited impact on the insurance carriers and their 
products, or expanded to require that products and pricing reflect the combined markets. 
 


> Basic Health Plan Option – The ACA allows states to choose whether to use a Basic Health Plan 
as a potential transition between Medicaid and private coverage.  The Basic Health Plan would 
offer health insurance to individuals with household income between 138% (133% plus 5% 
income disregard) and 200% of the federal poverty level.  These individuals would not be eligible 
for coverage through the OHIM.  A percentage of these individuals’ premium subsidies would be 
available as funding for this program.  The Basic Health Plan will likely be administered alongside 
a state’s Medicaid plan and can alleviate the impact of “churn” as individuals move above or 
below the 138% of MAGI hurdle and thus move in and out of Medicaid. 


 
We do not discuss the OHIM governing options within this report as this decision has a greater impact on 
implementation and budget considerations for the marketplace operation.  This topic will be discussed in 
a subsequent planning study currently being performed by Milliman.  
 
Further discussion regarding merger of individual and small group markets, and the Basic Health option, 
is provided in Section VII. 
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KEY FINDINGS 
 
Implementation of the OHIM, or Federally-facilitated health insurance marketplace, will impact the current 
source of health insurance coverage for a large number of Oklahoma residents.  
 
While the exact impacts are not known, this study uses a model developed by Milliman to illustrate the 
potential landscape of the insurance market in 2014 after implementation of the OHIM (or the federally 
imposed exchange if the OHIM is not established), and also in 2017.  These estimates take into account 
the potential behavior of individuals and employers based on their income levels, ages, and health status.  
The following graph illustrates the estimated changes in the source of insurance coverage from 2010 to 
2014 to 2017 for the under age 65 population.  It should be noted that these results assume the State 
does not combine the individual and small group markets and does not implement a Basic Health Plan. 
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Figure 2: Oklahoma Lives Under Age 65 by Source of Coverage  
Changes from 2010 to 2014 to 2017 
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The projection details are presented in Section VI.  A few observations based on this projection include: 
 


> ESI-based coverage is assumed to continue providing a significant source of insurance coverage 
even if an individual OHIM is created.  While it is possible some employers may conclude that it is 
feasible for them to discontinue sponsoring insurance, it seems unlikely that a material portion of 
the market will shift from non-OHIM ESI coverage to individual OHIM coverage. 
 


> The small group market OHIM may attract participants slowly unless there are significant financial 
or administrative advantages. 
 


> The reduction in uninsured numbers is achieved primarily through movement to the 
Medicaid / CHIP programs through expanded eligibility, and to an individual OHIM due to 
premium subsidies. 
 


> Introduction of the OHIM could attract a greater proportion of the currently insured individual 
market than the small group market. 


 
IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES 
 
Beyond the basic design decisions, the State will need to resolve a number of implementation issues as it 
considers the introduction of a State-facilitated marketplace.  Primary among these are the following: 
 


> Role of the marketplace among other insurers – Will the marketplace represent the only 
mechanism for insurance offerings or will it provide an additional venue alongside existing 
insurance offerings? 
 


> Level of control over carrier participation in the marketplace – Will the marketplace limit its role to 
that of facilitator by providing eligibility information and comparisons for all qualified insurers or 
expand its role to include active purchasing steps by collecting bids and selecting specific 
insurers? 
 


> Responsibility level for ongoing enrollment and billing – Will the marketplace make minimum 
eligibility determinations for program eligibility and available subsidies or will it also collect and 
coordinate monthly enrollment and premium billings? 


 
These issues are explored in further detail in Section VIII.  
 
STAKEHOLDERS 
 
The decision to implement a new insurance marketplace will result in many changes for various 
stakeholders.  These changes are in addition to other ACA market reforms that apply to the markets as a 
whole.  The task of implementing these reforms will require a significant amount of leadership and 
collaboration among the State, carriers, employers, Tribal representatives, consumers, brokers and 
agents, and providers.  This report provides a necessary step in that process by outlining the current 
markets and exploring the issues that will provide the basis for policy changes. 
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II. PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THIS STUDY 
 
This study was requested by the Oklahoma Department of Health to evaluate the current health 
insurance markets and evaluate the potential options available to Oklahoma to create a new entity which 
will be called the Oklahoma Health Insurance Marketplace (OHIM) in this report.  The OHIM will serve as 
an internet-based system to allow eligible Oklahomans to research, select, and purchase individual and 
small group insurance coverage.  The study was funded by a grant from the federal Department of Health 
and Human Services. 
 
The scope was defined in RFQ Solicitation#: 3400000995 issued by the Department of Health and 
through discussions with Department of Health staff.  The intent is to provide context on the current health 
insurance market and discuss, model, and test various options available to Oklahoma as it considers the 
design of the OHIM. 
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III. LIMITATIONS AND DATA RELIANCE FOR THIS STUDY 
 
This report is intended to provide actuarial projections and guidance with respect to planning for the 
creation of the Oklahoma Health Insurance Marketplace (OHIM).  It is our understanding that the State 
will use this report to help key decision makers understand the options and potential impacts of various 
design alternatives or provisions.  The report may not be suitable for other purposes. 
 
This report has been prepared solely for the internal use of, and is only to be relied upon by, the 
Oklahoma Department of Health.  Although Milliman understands that this report may be distributed to 
third parties, Milliman does not intend to benefit, or create a legal duty to, any third party recipient of its 
work.  If this report is distributed to third parties, it should be distributed only in its entirety. 
 
The results in this report are technical in nature and dependent upon specific assumptions and methods.  
No party should rely upon this report without a thorough understanding of those assumptions and 
methods. 
 
Differences between our projections and actual amounts depend on the extent to which future experience 
conforms to the assumptions made for this analysis.  It is certain that actual experience will not conform 
exactly to the assumptions used in this analysis.  Actual experience will deviate from these projections 
due to a variety of influences including emerging experience, changes in insurance products and 
practices, and adjustments to reflect new regulations. 
 
The projections included in this report are based on our understanding of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
and its associated regulations issued to date.  Forthcoming ACA-related regulations and additional 
legislation may materially change the impact of the ACA, necessitating an update to the projections 
included in this report.  For this reason, this report should be considered time-sensitive material which 
may change as new information becomes available. 
 
In developing the projections, we relied on data and other information provided by the Department of 
Health and other public sources of information.  We have not audited or verified this data and other 
information.  We performed a limited review of the data used directly in our analysis for reasonableness 
and consistency.  If the underlying data or information is inaccurate or incomplete, the results of our 
analysis may likewise be inaccurate or incomplete. 
 
Milliman’s consultants are not attorneys and are not qualified to give legal advice.  We recommend that 
users of this report consult with their own legal counsel regarding interpretation of legislation and 
administrative rules, possible implications of specific ACA-required features, or other legal issues related 
to implementation of an ACA-compliant entity. 
 
The views expressed in this report are made by the authors of this report and do not represent the 
opinions of Milliman, Inc. 
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IV. OVERVIEW OF AFFORDABLE CARE ACT REQUIREMENTS  
 
The Affordable Care Act (ACA), enacted in 2010, requires the establishment of new ACA-compliant 
mechanisms in each state by calendar year 2014.  The ACA outlines the duties the state must perform in 
the creation of the Oklahoma Health Insurance Marketplace (OHIM) if it is to be ACA-compliant.  
The federal government will develop a national version of the health insurance marketplace for use in 
states that choose not to create their own entity or for temporary use in states that do not complete 
implementation by calendar year 2014. 
 
States must decide how these new entities will be established and governed.  These new entities will 
function as a marketplace for buyers and sellers of individual and small group health insurance.  Plans 
offered in this marketplace entity will be certified health plans and the entity will provide information and 
educational services to help consumers understand their options.  The entity will also facilitate eligibility 
determinations for Medicaid or other state programs and federal subsidies for premium and / or cost 
sharing assistance. 
 
In its document titled “Initial Guidance to States on Exchanges,” the Center for Consumer Information and 
Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) provided the 
following guidance regarding required functions for entities like OHIM. 
 


The Affordable Care Act includes two basic types of federal requirements for Exchanges, most of 
which are found in Section 1311.  These include: 1) minimum functions Exchanges must 
undertake directly or, in some cases, by contract; and 2) oversight responsibilities the Exchanges 
must exercise in certifying and monitoring the performance of Qualified Health Plans (hereafter 
referred to as “plans”), as defined in Section 1301. 
 
In defining the authority and duties of an Exchange, states should incorporate, by reference or 
explicit provision, the federally-required Exchange functions and oversight responsibilities in their 
authorizing legislation or other governing documents. 
 


A. MINIMUM DIRECT FUNCTIONS 
 


Section 1311(d)(4) specifies core functions that an Exchange must meet: 
 


> Certification, recertification, and decertification of plans. 
 


> Operation of a toll-free hotline. 
 


> Maintenance of a website for providing information on plans to current and prospective enrollees. 
 


> Assignment of a price and quality rating to plans. 
 


> Presentation of plan benefit options in a standardized format. 
 


> Provision of information on Medicaid and CHIP eligibility and determination of eligibility for 
individuals in these programs. 


 
> Provision of an electronic calculator to determine the actual cost of coverage taking into account 


eligibility for premium tax credits and cost sharing reductions. 
 


> Certification of individuals exempt from the individual responsibility requirement. 
 


> Provision of information on certain individuals identified in Section 1311(d)(4)(I) to the Treasury 
Department and to employers. 
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> Establishment of a Navigator program that provides grants to entities assisting consumers as 


described in Section 1311(i). 
 


> Presentation of enrollee satisfaction survey results under Section 1311(c)(4). 
 


> Provision for open enrollment periods under Section 1311(c)(6). 
 


> Consultation with stakeholders, including tribes, under Section 1311(d)(6). 
 


> Publication of data on the Exchange’s administrative costs under Section 1311(d)(7). 
 
B. OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Additional areas where Exchanges must ensure plan compliance with regulatory standards established 
by the Secretary of Health and Human Services include: 
 


> Information on the availability of in-network and out-of-network providers as identified in 
Section 1311(c)(1)(B) and (C), including provider directories and availability of essential 
community providers. 
 


> Consideration of plan patterns and practices with respect to past premium increases and 
submission of plan justifications for current premium increases under Section 1311(e)(2). 
 


> Public disclosure of plan data identified in Section 1311(e)(3)(A), including claims handling 
policies, financial disclosures, enrollment and disenrollment data, claims denials, rating practices, 
cost sharing for out-of-network coverage, and other information identified by the Secretary. 
 


> Timely information for consumers requesting their amount of cost sharing for specific services 
from specified providers as described in Section 1311(e)(3)(C). 
 


> Information for participants in group health plans as described in Section 1311(e)(3)(D). 
 


> Information on plan quality improvement activities as specified in Section 1311(g). 
 
In addition to the requirements to be met by a marketplace entity like OHIM, the ACA also makes a 
number of market changes that apply to all individual and small group health insurance policies: 
 


> Guaranteed issue of insurance coverage regardless of pre-existing medical conditions or health 
status (applicable to the Individual market as the Small Group market is already guaranteed 
issue). 


 
> Adjusted community rating with premium rate variations only for benefit plan design, geographic 


location, age rating (limited to ratio of 3:1), family status, and tobacco usage (limited to ratio of 
1.5:1). 


 
> Premium rate consistency inside and outside the marketplace entity (such as OHIM). 


 
> Decision by states to merge the small group and individual health insurance markets (including 


the newly implemented marketplace entities such as OHIM) for risk pool purposes. 
 


> Decision by states to expand the definition of small group up to 100 employees in 2014 
(this expansion will become mandatory by January 1, 2016). 
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> Definition and requirements for essential health benefits. 
 


> Individual tax penalty if not covered by minimum essential insurance coverage. 
 


> Employer tax penalty if not offering qualified insurance coverage (groups under 50 employees are 
exempt). 


 
The ACA also requires state Medicaid programs to include all U.S. citizens and qualified legal 
non-citizens who are not eligible for Medicare, under age 65, and with household income up to 133% of 
the federal poverty level (FPL) based on modified adjusted gross income (MAGI), or 138% of FPL with 
the 5% income disregard. 
 
The ACA also authorized the development of Consumer Operated and Oriented Plans (CO-OPs).  
CO-OPs are non-profit health plans that are being funded by the Federal government.  The funding is 
being granted in two forms: (1) Start-up loans used to get the plan up and running prior to January 1, 
2014, and (2) Solvency loans that supply the CO-OP with risk-based capital (RBC) necessary to take risk.  
Both of these loans need to be repaid to the Federal government within 5 and 15 years, respectively.  
State exchanges are required to include CO-OP products in their offerings.  The CO-OPs will be 
regulated by the various states' insurance departments; and as such, will be subject to all the same 
regulations as other commercial insurance companies.  The hope is that CO-OP plans will:  (1) promote 
improved care through new delivery models, and (2) increase competition within the health care 
marketplace making coverage more affordable.  
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V. CURRENT MARKETS AND POPULATIONS  
 
As mentioned in the prior section, the Affordable Care Act (ACA) introduces significant changes in many 
aspects of the health insurance market, most in 2014, including: 
 


> Covered benefits with the definition of essential benefits and minimum benefit levels 
> Premium rating and underwriting through rating restrictions and guaranteed issue requirements 
> Carrier regulation, requiring minimum qualification standards 
> Market landscape through the use of state-sponsored marketplace entities such as the Oklahoma 


Health Insurance Marketplace (OHIM) 
 
In order to understand the implications of these changes, it is important to understand the current 
insurance markets.  This section summarizes key demographic characteristics of the 2010 Oklahoma 
population in each of the following current markets:  Individual, small group, large group, public programs, 
and uninsured.  We refer to the small and large group markets as employer sponsored insurance or ESI.  
The estimated population and associated characteristics were based on Current Population Survey (CPS) 
and American Community Survey (ACS) data, supplemented with information by market groups using a 
combination of the December 31, 2010 National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) annual 
statements summarized using Insurance Analyst Pro® and Highline data, LLC and Medical Expenditure 
Panel Survey (MEPS) data.  In addition, we used PUMS data (Public Use Microdata Sample, which 
underlies the 2009 ACS Summary and is the most current ACS detailed data) to prepare the current 
distribution of the American Indian population by insurance coverage type. 
 
We modeled the major insurance markets (e.g., individual, small group, and large group) to estimate the 
membership, age and income distribution, relative health status, and current premium levels for calendar 
year 2010.  
 
 
A. POPULATION STATISTICS 
 
The following table summarizes the 2010 Oklahoma population by the major markets.  Please note that 
the numbers shown on the following page include individuals over age 65 in the Other Government 
Programs (VA, TriCare, Medicare Disabled), Undocumented Uninsured, and Medicare Aged populations.  
Individuals over age 65 were not included in the remainder of the analysis; however, we included them in 
Table V.1 to provide an overview of the entire population. 
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Table V.1 


Oklahoma Department of Health 
Estimated Oklahoma Population Distribution by Type of Insurance Coverage 


Calendar Year 2010 


Market Total 
American Indian 


Population1 
Individual Market 182,215  16,183  
ESI - Small Group (50 or fewer employees) 333,816  43,261  
ESI - Medium Group (51 to 100 employees) 171,262  22,195  
ESI - Large Group (more than 100 employees)     


Fully Insured 344,912  44,699  
Self Insured 735,911  95,371  


Medicaid / CHIP2 503,861  107,405  
Other Government Programs (VA, TriCare, Medicare Disabled)3 257,887  14,560  
Uninsured 569,541  142,761  
Undocumented Uninsured3,4 121,368  0  
Medicare Aged Population3 491,045  14,251  
Total Population 3,711,817  500,686  
1 Used 2009 PUMS data to obtain American Indian population by market. 
2 Medicaid / CHIP enrollment excludes programs that cover limited services or only provide premium subsidies, such as 


the Sooner Plan and Insure OK.  All members with dual Medicare and Medicaid coverage are shown in the Medicare 
Disabled or Aged counts. 


3 Market includes members over age 65. 
4     Undocumented uninsured are not eligible for Medicaid or ACA expansion or subsidies. 


 
The largest concentration of health insurance coverage is from ESI plans, providing health insurance to 
approximately 1.6 million individuals or about 43% of the total population.  These plans include members 
insured by small and large employers through fully insured programs and self-insured large employers 
(more than 100 employees).  We assume that no ESI groups below 100 employees are self-insured.  
Approximately 850,000 Oklahomans receive health insurance through the ESI fully insured market.  
Public programs, consisting of Medicaid, Medicare, TRICARE, and other government programs cover an 
estimated 1.3 million individuals.  The individual health insurance market is the smallest source of health 
insurance coverage, with approximately 182,000 individuals covered by this market.  Based on data 
reported by the carriers, about 124,000 of these individuals have comprehensive individual health 
coverage.  Individual coverage can also include benefit plans that do not provide comprehensive 
insurance coverage, such as mini-med plans, dread disease, and accident policies.  Therefore, the 
estimated number of lives with individual coverage in our report (182,000) may be greater than numbers 
in other publicly reported data.  An estimated 691,000 individuals are uninsured and, of this uninsured 
population, a portion consists of undocumented residents.  We estimated this undocumented uninsured 
population to be about 121,000 individuals.  This population is not eligible for Medicaid under current law 
and will not be eligible for ACA expansions or subsidies in the future.  The remaining uninsured, 570,000 
individuals, represents approximately 15% of the state’s total population.  American Indians make up 
143,000 of this uninsured population. 
 
The American Indian population in Oklahoma is reported at approximately 501,000 in 2010.  One source 
of current health services for this population includes the Indian Health Service.  This program provides 
funding for direct medical services in certain locations.  However, these services are limited in scope and 
funding and individuals relying exclusively on this coverage are considered uninsured in most surveys 
and this analysis. 
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The ACA has a few special provisions related to American Indians. 
 


> Special monthly enrollment periods for American Indians (Sec. 1311(c)(6)(D)). 
 


> No cost sharing for Indians who are below 300% of Federal Poverty Level (Sec. 1402(d)(1)).  
 


> No cost sharing for Indians who obtain health services from an Indian Health Service / Tribe and 
Tribal Organization / Urban Indian Organization (I/T/U) and no deduction in payment to the I/T/U 
(Sec. 1402(d)(2)).  
 


> Members of Indian Tribes are exempt from tax penalty for failure to maintain minimum essential 
coverage (Sec. 1411(b)(5)(A) and Sec. 1501(e)(3))). 
 


> Oral health prevention campaign must be targeted to Indians (Sec. 4102(a)).  
 
Due to these provisions, this population will require some special considerations in the design of the 
OHIM entity. 
 
Table V.2 provides a summary of calendar year 2010 health insurance coverage by age group limiting the 
population to those under age 65.  The total uninsured population (including Undocumented Uninsureds) 
represent almost 22% of the under 65 population.  The 19 and under population has a substantially larger 
proportion of individuals with public program coverage due to Medicaid eligibility income limits being 
significantly higher for children than adults.  In the 20 - 34 age group, almost 34% of individuals are 
uninsured (including those who are undocumented).  This result is a significantly higher rate than the 
35 - 49 and 50 - 64 adult populations which have a 24% uninsured rate.  The high percentage of 
uninsured individuals in the 20 - 34 age group is attributable to several factors, including: 
 


> Lower demand for insurance due to perceived favorable health status (“young invincibles”) 
> Lower level of household income 
> Lower offer rate of ESI coverage relative to older adult populations 
> Higher percentage of undocumented aliens 


 
 


Table V.2 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Estimated Oklahoma Population Distribution by Type of Insurance Coverage and Age Group 
Non-Aged Population Only (Under Age 65) 


Calendar Year 2010 


Market 
19 and 
Under 20 to 34 35 to 49 50 to 64 Total 


Individual Market 71,490  55,979  27,464  27,282  182,215  
ESI - Small Group (50 or fewer employees) 90,065  54,059  95,563  94,129  333,816  
ESI - Medium Group (51 to 100 employees) 49,203  30,737  55,756  35,566  171,262  
ESI - Large Group (more than 100 employees) 


l ) 
        


 Fully Insured 110,179  73,079  89,404  72,250  344,912  
Self Insured 195,884  167,076  201,082  171,869  735,911  


Medicaid / CHIP 366,962  57,747  33,785  45,368  503,861  
Other Government Programs** 66,361  54,670  47,263  46,351  214,644  
Uninsured* 127,319  244,287  180,457  138,480  690,541  
Total Non-Aged Population 1,077,462  737,633  730,772  631,295  3,177,162  
* Includes undocumented uninsured who are not eligible for Medicaid or ACA expansions or subsidies 
** VA, TriCare, Medicare Disabled. 
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Table V.3 indicates the distribution by Percent of Federal Poverty Level (FPL) within each market.  
The insured markets contain a greater proportion of higher FPL individuals whereas the uninsured 
population represents a higher portion of the lower income households. 
 


Table V.3 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Estimated Oklahoma Population Distribution by Type of Insurance Coverage and FPL 
Non-Aged Population Only (Under Age 65) 


Calendar Year 2010 


Market Under 138% 
139% to 


149% 
150% to 


199% 
200% to 


299% 
300% to 


399% Over 400% Total 
Individual Market 11,732  11,285  14,278  33,676  40,513  70,731  182,215  
ESI - Small Group (50 or fewer employees) 32,128  17,488  26,099  77,528  72,144  108,428  333,816  
ESI - Medium Group (51 to 100 employees) 21,399  6,784  5,609  44,149  37,307  56,015  171,262  
ESI - Large Group (more than 100 


 
            


 Fully Insured 62,385  18,050  21,523  70,193  33,778  138,982  344,912  
Self Insured 97,077  18,375  51,708  122,292  152,012  294,447  735,911  


Medicaid / CHIP 294,363  80,864  128,634  0  0  0  503,861  
Other Government Programs** 39,332  6,446  15,386  35,476  58,181  59,824  214,644  
Uninsured* 249,845  68,570  120,201  143,381  53,983  54,562  690,541  
Total Non-Aged Population 808,261  227,862  383,438  526,695  447,918  782,989  3,177,162  
* Includes undocumented uninsured who are not eligible for Medicaid or ACA expansions or subsidies. 
** VA, TriCare, Medicare Disabled. 


 
Table V.4 summarizes the self-reported average health status and the average age by market.  
By “health status,” we mean the relative gross health care costs expected beyond that which is due 
simply to age.  The health status is derived from self-reported information in the CPS data.  Based on 
comparative health statistics1, we assumed the overall health status in Oklahoma was 25% worse than 
nationwide.  This assumption is reflected as an average health status for the Non-Aged Population 
greater than 1.0.  Comparing the average health status between markets, we see that the uninsured 
market is expected to be relatively less healthy than current private insurance markets.  A large portion of 
the uninsured population will enter either Medicaid or the individual health insurance market through the 
OHIM beginning in 2014.  This migration will materially impact the expected costs and, therefore, the 
premium rates of the Individual market. 
 


Table V.4 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Estimated Average Age and Health Status of Oklahoma Population by Type of Insurance Coverage 
Non-Aged Population Only (Under Age 65) 


Calendar Year 2010 


Market 
Total 


Population 
Average 


Age 
Reported Average 


Health Status 
Individual Market 182,215  27.4  0.956  
ESI - Small Group (50 or fewer employees) 333,816  35.6  1.020  
ESI - Medium Group (51 to 100 employees) 171,262  33.6  0.996  
ESI - Large Group (more than 100 employees)       


Fully Insured 344,912  31.5  0.964  
Self Insured 735,911  33.6  0.976  


Medicaid / CHIP 503,861  17.5  1.023  
Other Government Programs ** 214,644  31.4  1.553  
Uninsured* 690,541  34.0  1.053  
Total Non-Aged Population 3,177,162  30.6  1.042  
* Includes undocumented uninsured who are not eligible for Medicaid or ACA expansions or subsidies. 
**VA, TriCare, Medicare Disabled. 


                                                 
1 "2008 State of the State's Health Report", Oklahoma State Department of Health, April 2009. 
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B. INDIVIDUAL AND SMALL GROUP CARRIERS AND RATING PRACTICES 
 
The Individual market in Oklahoma covers about 182,000 lives in 2010.  This market includes a variety of 
policy types and in particular about 60,000 lives are covered by non-comprehensive policies, most likely 
mini-med policies.  These mini-med policies provide limited benefits by restricting the number or types of 
services covered.  The following table summarizes the Individual market for comprehensive medical 
policies as reported in the Supplemental Health Exhibit filed with the NAIC December 31, 2010 Annual 
Statements. 
 


Table V.5 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Individual Comprehensive Health Insurance Market 
Calendar Year 2010 


Carrier Name 
Number of Covered 


Lives 
Market Share Based on 


Covered Lives 
HCSC Group (BCBS of Oklahoma) 72,255  58.3% 
UnitedHealth Group 16,387  13.2% 
Assurant Inc. Group 10,715  8.6% 
Coventry Corp. Group 5,094  4.1% 
HealthMarkets Group 4,516  3.6% 
Aetna Group 2,922  2.4% 
American Republic Mutual Group 2,406  1.9% 
Oklahoma Health Insurance High Risk Pool1 2,175  1.8% 
Humana, Inc. Group 1,274  1.0% 
American National Financial Group 1,065  0.9% 
New York Life Group 959  0.8% 
American Fidelity Corp. Group 522  0.4% 
CommunityCare Group 481  0.4% 
Westbridge Capital Group 418  0.3% 
State Farm Group 396  0.3% 
Pre-existing Condition Insurance Pool2 380  0.3% 
Centene Corp. Group 378  0.3% 
Geneve Holdings, Inc. Group 276  0.2% 
Metropolitan Group 265  0.2% 
New Era Life Group 234  0.2% 
Prudential of America Group 191  0.2% 
American Community Mutual Insurance 134  0.1% 
Shelter Insurance Group 120  0.1% 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Michigan Group 96  0.1% 
Houston International Insurance Group 87  0.1% 
General Electric Group 37  0.0% 
Guarantee Trust Group 25  0.0% 
Swiss Reinsurance Group 23  0.0% 
American International Group 18  0.0% 
Harris Insurance Holdings Group 13  0.0% 
Aegon US Holding Group 6  0.0% 
Liberty Mutual Insurance Group 5  0.0% 
Trustmark Insurance Company Group 5  0.0% 
Illinois Mutual Life Insurance Co 2  0.0% 
Wellpoint, Inc. Group 2  0.0% 
CAN Insurance Group 1  0.0% 
Principal Financial Group 0  0.0% 
Total 123,883  100.0% 
1 Most recent enrollment figures for high risk pool are as of year-end 2010. 
2 Most recent enrollment figures for Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Pool are as of June 2011.  
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Almost 60% of the Individual market in Oklahoma is covered by HCSC Group (BCBS of Oklahoma) with 
the next five carriers covering an additional one-third of the market.  Individual insurance does not require 
guarantee issue (i.e., applicants can be declined) and allows several rating factors such as age, gender, 
family size, benefit plan, location, health status, etc.  The Oklahoma Health Insurance High Risk 
Insurance Pool (OHRP) covers about 2,200 lives of individuals who are unable to purchase health 
insurance or obtain coverage for an existing medical condition, who have exhausted their health 
insurance benefits, who have been quoted insurance rates more than the OHRP rate, or otherwise qualify 
under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). 
 
In Oklahoma, the Small Group market is defined as groups with 2 to 50 employees.  Based on the 
Supplemental Health Exhibit filed with the NAIC 2010 Annual Statements, this market covers about 
206,000 lives.  The covered lives reported in this table reflect groups covered by commercial insurers.  
Employer groups, particularly public employers, that secure coverage through non-commercial entities 
such as the Oklahoma State and Education Employees Group Insurance Board (OSEEGIB) will not be 
included in Table V.6 below (since OSEEGIB is not required to submit annual filings to the National 
Association of Insurance Commissioners).  However, these public employers will be counted as ESI for 
the total market by size of employer and thus, will appropriately be reflected in the previous tables based 
on their size.  
 


Table V.6 
Small Group Health Insurance Market – Commercial Insurers 


Calendar Year 2010 
Carrier Name Number of 


C d Li  
Market Share Based 


 C d Li  HCSC Group (BCBS of Oklahoma) 94,554  45.9% 
UnitedHealth Group 27,899  13.5% 
Principal Financial Group 25,849  12.5% 
Aetna Group 22,691  11.0% 
CommunityCare Group 19,132  9.3% 
Coventry Corp. Group 7,996  3.9% 
Assurance, Inc. Group 2,529  1.2% 
Trustmark Insurance Company Group 1,588  0.8% 
Federated Mutual Group 1,143  0.6% 
American Fidelity Corp. Group 1,008  0.5% 
Guarantee Trust Group 877  0.4% 
Munich Re Group 499  0.2% 
Geneve Holdings, Inc. Group 165  0.1% 
Humana, Inc. Group 61  0.0% 
American Republic Mutual Group 24  0.0% 
Best Life and Health Ins Co 11  0.0% 
HealthMarkets Group 4  0.0% 
Total 206,030  100.0% 


 
The Small Group market for employers with 50 or fewer employees is guarantee issue (i.e., all bona fide 
groups must be offered coverage).  The rating factors allowed include age, gender, family size, benefit 
plan, location, and industry.  The health status of the covered lives may be considered in the group rate 
but within an overall limit of +/- 25%.  In this market, HCSC Group covers 46% of the lives while the next 
five carriers cover an additional 50%. 
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The average premium rate varies by market as demonstrated by Table V.7.  For this analysis, we 
included the fully insured medium (51 - 99 employees) and large (100+ employees) group markets for 
additional comparison.  The average 2010 premium per member per month (PMPM) across the top five 
carriers in each market is shown along with the average for HCSC Group and UnitedHealth Group which 
both appear in the top five for all three markets.  These premiums are net of taxes and assessments as 
reported in the 2010 Annual Statement Supplemental Health Exhibits consistent with the premiums to be 
used for minimum medical loss ratio calculations. 
 


Table V.7 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Health Insurance Premium by Market 
Calendar Year 2010 


    Average 2010 Premium PMPM 


Market 


Average 2010 
Premium PMPM - 


Top 5 in Each 
Market 


HCSC Group 
(BCBS of 


Oklahoma) 
UnitedHealth 


Group 
Individual Market $182 $179  $191  
ESI - Small Group (50 or fewer employees) 310 322  312  
ESI - Medium and Large Group (more than 50 
employees) - Fully Insured 343 357  331  


 
As this table (which includes only comprehensive plans) shows, the premiums for the individual health 
insurance market are substantially lower than the ESI group markets.  The lower premium costs are 
attributable to the following primary factors: 
 


> Individual insurance policies have higher cost sharing requirements than group products in 
general. 


 
> Individual insurance policies may exclude certain services from coverage, such as maternity 


services that include complications. 
 


> Carriers are not required to issue individual insurance coverage to every applicant; therefore, 
individuals with high-cost health conditions may be prevented from entering the insurance pool 
either through rejection by the carrier or substantial premium loads. 


 
The medium / large group market has higher insurance premiums than the Small Group market.  Large 
groups tend to select richer benefit plans than small groups which results in higher premiums in the Large 
Group market relative to the Small Group market. 
 
 
 
 
  







Milliman Client Report 
 


 
Oklahoma Health Insurance Marketplace Page 18 
Actuarial Study           
 
December 29, 2011 


VI. PROJECTION OF MARKETS AND POPULATIONS UNDER ACA 
 
A. POPULATION PROJECTIONS 


 
In this section, we will address the following topics as they relate to the establishment of the Oklahoma 
Health Insurance Marketplace (OHIM):  
 


> “Best estimate scenario” projections of the insurance market. 
> Projected results in a “high take-up” or “low take-up” scenario resulting in higher and lower 


enrollment shifts to OHIM, respectively. 
> Data sources and assumptions underlying these projections. 


  
“Best Estimate Scenario” Projections of the Insurance Market 
 
The projection of enrollment in the OHIM is dependent on two key phases of the ACA (those that occur 
prior to 2014 and are consistent across the three scenarios – “best estimate”, “high take-up”, and “low 
take-up” – and those that occur as of 2014 with the establishment of OHIM which will vary by scenario).  
We modeled the following changes which will be enacted prior to the implementation of OHIM in 2014 but 
will, nevertheless, shape the enrollment and costs of each market when the implementation of OHIM 
takes place:  
 


> Expand coverage of dependents to age 26 regardless of student status. 
 


> Remove lifetime and overall annual maximums in benefit plans. 
 


> Cover preventive care services at 100% in benefit plans. 
 


> Cover all children without considering pre-existing conditions. 
 


> Assume that new taxes on medical device and pharmaceutical manufacturers are passed through 
as additions to medical costs in all markets. 


 
> Assume insurer tax is added to premiums in all insured markets (the insurer tax will not be 


applicable to large group self-insured entities). 
 


> Assume that the Minimum Medical Loss Ratio waiver application is successful (thereby ensuring 
that the Oklahoma insurance market will be subject to modified minimum medical loss ratio 
requirements until 2014). 


 
The following figures compare several rating rules for the Individual and Small Group markets in 
Oklahoma before and after the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 
  







Milliman Client Report 
 


 
Oklahoma Health Insurance Marketplace Page 19 
Actuarial Study           
 
December 29, 2011 


 
Figure VI-1:  Oklahoma individual health insurance market rating rules - Pre- and Post-ACA (2014) 


DESCRIPTION PRE-ACA1 POST-ACA2 
Guaranteed Issue No Yes 


Pre-Existing Condition Limitations 
Yes (maximum look back - 5 years, no limit on 


exclusion period)3, high risk pool exists4 No 
Individual Mandate No Yes 


Subsidies Available Yes - Insure Oklahoma5 Yes 


Health Status Underwriting 
Yes - HMOs must be community rated, but there are 


no HMOs which offer individual insurance in OK No 
Age Rating Yes Yes (3:1 ratio) 
Gender Rating Yes No 
Tobacco Surcharge Yes Yes (1.5:1 ratio) 
State Mandated Benefits Yes6 At State discretion 
Required Essential Benefits No Yes 


Minimum Actuarial Value No7 Yes (60%) 
1. Rating rules for the current Oklahoma ESI-Small Group health insurance market are primarily defined in Oklahoma Title 36, Section 6513. 
2. Rating rules for the Post-ACA Oklahoma individual health insurance market are defined in Section 1201 of the ACA. 
3. See http://www.statehealthfacts.org/profileind.jsp?ind=355&cat=7&rgn=38. 
4. See http://www.ok.gov/oid/Consumers/Buying_Insurance/Oklahoma_Health_Insurance_High_Risk_Pool/. 
5. See http://www.okhca.org/xPolicySection.aspx?id=7018&number=317:45-11-


20.&title=Insure%20Oklahoma%20IP%20eligibility%20requirements 
6. See Oklahoma State Mandated Benefits - http://www.okhealthplans.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=B0tKP5Km3cE%3D&tabid=59&mid=466. 
7. Plans have a minimum loss ratio of 60% (see Title 36, Section 6515). 


 
Figure VI-2:  Oklahoma ESI-Small Group health insurance market rating rules - Pre- and Post-ACA (2014) 


DESCRIPTION PRE-ACA1 POST-ACA2 


Guaranteed Issue Yes3 Yes 


Pre-Existing Condition Limitations 
Yes (6 months look back, 12 months maximum 


exclusion)4, high risk pool exists5 No 
Individual Mandate No Yes 
Age Rating Yes Yes (3:1 ratio) 
Gender Rating Yes No 


Tobacco Surcharge 
Yes - This folds into the Health Status Rating 


Limitations Yes (1.5:1 ratio) 


Industry Classification 
Largest factor must not exceed 15% increase over 


lowest factor No 
Health Status Rating Limitation +/- 25% No 
Low Claims Discount No No 


State Mandated Benefits Yes6 At State discretion 


Required Essential Benefits No Yes 


Minimum Actuarial Value No7 Yes (60%) 
1. Rating rules for the current Oklahoma ESI-Small Group health insurance market are defined in Oklahoma Title 36, Section 6515. 
2. Rating rules for the Post-ACA Oklahoma ESI-Small Group health insurance market are defined in Section 1201 of the ACA. 
3. See http://www.statehealthfacts.org/profileind.jsp?rgn=38&cat=7&ind=350. 
4. See Oklahoma Title 36, Section 4502. 
5. See http://www.ok.gov/oid/Consumers/Buying_Insurance/Oklahoma_Health_Insurance_High_Risk_Pool/. 
6. See Oklahoma State Mandated Benefits - http://www.okhealthplans.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=B0tKP5Km3cE%3D&tabid=59&mid=466. 
7. Plans have a minimum loss ratio of 60% (see Title 36, Section 6515). 
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After modeling the impact of pre-OHIM changes, we modeled our “best estimate” of the market that would 
evolve upon the implementation of OHIM.  In particular, we modeled the following changes: 
 


> Establishment of separate Individual and Small Group (groups of 50 or fewer employees prior to 
2016 and 100 or fewer employees from 2016 onward) marketplaces as of 2014. 


 
> Establishment of “metal” plans, both inside and outside of the OHIM, which meet actuarial values 


of 60% for bronze plans, 70% for silver plans, 80% for gold plans, and 90% for platinum plans as 
of 2014 (“actuarial value” and “metal plans” are explained later in this document). 


 
> 3-to-1 unisex age-banding when establishing premiums for the non-grandfathered plans, both 


inside and outside of the OHIM. 
 


> Guaranteed issue for all applicants as of 2014. 
 


> Community rating within the individual and Small Group markets as of 2014 (i.e., the end of 
adjusted community rating with +/- 25% rating bands in the Small Group market). 


 
> Continuation of “grandfathered” plan designs for those members enrolled at ACA enactment 


(subject to lapse thereafter). 
 
In addition to the assumptions explained above, we also made the following assumptions when modeling 
the establishment of the OHIM: 
 


> Carrier participation in the OHIM is not mandatory, but a representative group of carriers 
participates inside and outside the marketplace (i.e., there are no noticeable differences in the 
level of medical management, benefit design, administrative load, etc. for carriers participating 
inside / outside the OHIM). 


 
> All insurers that qualify will be allowed to participate in the OHIM. 


 
> Insurers will be allowed to sell insurance, both inside and outside of the OHIM. 


 
> Carriers will offer the same “metal plans” (i.e., platinum, gold, silver, and bronze) inside and 


outside of the OHIM. 
 


> The state will not require coverage of mandated benefits that are in excess of the federally 
defined “essential benefits”. 


 
> There is no Basic Health Plan (described later). 


 
These are assumptions made by Milliman.  We understand that the State of Oklahoma has not yet 
made decisions on important characteristics that will define the Oklahoma OHIM and non-OHIM 
markets. 
 
The ACA applies differently to American Indians and, thus, might cause them to behave differently.  
In particular, the ACA is applied differently to the American Indian population in the following ways: 
 


> The limited “open enrollment” period that applies to most individuals and limits when they can 
enroll in the OHIM does not apply to American Indians. 


 
> American Indians are not subject to the individual mandate which penalizes those who do not 


enroll in coverage as of 2014. 
 


> American Indians are entitled to cost sharing subsidies covering all cost sharing in the OHIM if 
they are below 300% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). 
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The lack of an individual mandate penalty and unlimited “open enrollment” period might cause American 
Indians not to enroll in the OHIM (or at least to delay enrollment until they need coverage) while the 
option to get coverage without cost sharing might make American Indians more likely to enroll in the 
OHIM.  Since these impacts could move in opposite directions and their magnitudes are as yet unknown, 
we cannot estimate with confidence how OHIM enrollment for the American Indian population would differ 
from the rest of the population.  As such, we have not adjusted the percentage of people moving from the 
uninsured market to the OHIM to reflect the larger American Indian population in Oklahoma than in the 
nation as a whole.  
 
Based on these assumptions, we project the following migration between markets from 2013 to 2014. 
 


Table VI.1 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Market Migration as of 2014 under Best-Estimate Scenario 
Population Under Age 65 


 Market Changes in 2014 
  


 
Public Programs Employer Sponsored Insurance Individual Uninsured 


Source Market 
Total 


Population 
Medicaid / 


CHIP 


Other 
Government 


Program 
Large Group 
Non-OHIM 


Small  
Group 


(under 50) 
OHIM 


Small  Group 
(under 50) 
Non-OHIM 


Small  Group  
(over 50) 


Non-OHIM OHIM 
Non-
OHIM Uninsured 


Undocu-
mented* 


Uninsured 
Medicaid / CHIP 531,600  528,500  1,500  600 <100  <100  <100  100 <100 700  0  
Other Government 
Programs 206,500  <100  203,400  200 <100  2,400  100  100 200 <100  0  


ESI Large Group 
Non-OHIM 1,103,500  1,600  500  1,090,300 <100  1,300  400  500 500 8,400  0  


ESI Small Group 
(under 50) Non-
OHIM 


317,200  200  100  1,400 5,200  293,800  <100  15,700 100 600  0  


ESI Small Group 
(over 50) Non-
OHIM 


158,800  200  300  500 <100 100  147,700  9,600 <100 300  0  


Individual Market 167,000  <100  <100  700 <100  <100  <100  48,800 117,100 200  0  
Uninsured 493,800  44,100  500  6,200 <100  1,900  1,000  131,900 100 308,100  0  
Undocumented 
Uninsured* 113,800  0  0  0 0  0  0  0 0 0  113,800  


Total Population 3,092,200  574,700  206,400  1,099,900 5,300  299,600  149,400  206,700 118,100 318,300  113,800  
* Undocumented uninsured are not eligible for Medicaid or ACA expansion or subsidies. 


 
 
The shifts shown in Table VI.1 above reflect a variety of changes that will occur in 2014.  Those having 
the greatest impact on coverage shifts are: 
 


> Expansion of Medicaid coverage to include all non-aged people up to 138% of FPL, with the 
exception of undocumented immigrants and those lawfully present in the country for less than five 
years.  A significant portion of individuals newly eligible for Medicaid are assumed to participate.  
In particular, we assume that about 22% of those eligible for Medicaid in the Uninsured market 
will enroll in Medicaid in 2014.  Furthermore, we assume that any eligible individuals enrolling in 
the Individual market will apply through the OHIM (in order to receive the subsidies for which they 
qualify) and will then be redirected to the Medicaid market.  We also assume that some people in 
this income range with employer coverage are expected to move to Medicaid, but we assume this 
percentage to be much lower as we expect many qualifying individuals with employer coverage 
will retain their employer coverage. 
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> Individual insurance market rating and underwriting changes that will require individual insurance 
to be guaranteed issue at defined premium rates that cannot vary with an applicant's health 
status (except as indicated by their age and tobacco usage). 


 
> Small group insurance change that eliminates carriers' ability to rate groups up or down by 25% 


around a manual rate, which is commonly done to reflect a group's own claims experience or the 
health status of its participants. 


 
> Availability of premium and cost sharing subsidies for plans sold in the OHIM. 


 
> Penalties for not purchasing qualified benefit plans. 


 
The net effects of these changes are expected to increase insurance coverage by approximately 186,000 
and convince approximately 212,000 people to enroll in the individual or small group OHIM.  
Approximately 132,000 of these people will have been previously uninsured.  The Individual market 
shows about 30% initial migration to the OHIM; some Individual market enrollees will continue coverage 
with their grandfathered plans or will have income levels too high to qualify for subsidies.   
 
In addition to summarizing the migration of individuals from the market to which they belonged in 2013 to 
the market in which they are expected to enroll in 2014, we also summarize the enrollment by market in 
2010, 2014, and 2017.  While we have already provided this information for 2010 and 2014, we feel the 
2017 market summary will be informative as we anticipate most markets will have reached equilibrium 
by 2017.  Please see Table VI.2 below which summarizes enrollment in each market as of 2010, 2014, 
and 2017 for the under age 65 population (while the overall population grows, the under 65 population 
declines). 
 


Table VI.2 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Best-Estimate Scenario 
Population Under Age 65 


  Year 
  2010 2014 2017 
Market       


Medicaid / CHIP 503,861  574,700  615,300  
Other Government Program 214,644  206,400  206,100  
Large Group Non-OHIM 1,080,823  1,099,900  1,082,300  
Small Group (under 50) OHIM N/A  5,300  16,500  
Small Group (under 50) Non-OHIM 333,816  299,600  214,300  
Small Group (over 50) OHIM N/A  N/A  6,600  
Small Group (over 50) Non-OHIM 171,262  149,400  111,700  
Individual OHIM N/A  206,700  486,500  
Individual Non-OHIM 182,215  118,100  59,700  
Uninsured 569,749  318,300  152,700  
Undocumented Uninsured* 120,792  113,800  108,800  


Total 3,177,162  3,092,200  3,060,500  
* Undocumented uninsured are not eligible for Medicaid or ACA expansion or subsidies. 
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Projected Results in a “High Take-up” or “Low Take-up” Scenario Resulting in Higher and Lower 
Enrollment Shifts to OHIM, Respectively 
 
While the previous results demonstrate what we believe to be a best-estimate of the number of people to 
enroll in the OHIM, there are other external factors that could result in greater or lesser enrollment in the 
OHIM in 2014 as well as subsequent years.   
 
If external factors encourage more participation by the uninsured in the markets, a greater percentage of 
individuals would be expected to enroll in OHIM coverage to take advantage of premium and cost sharing 
subsidies by 2014.  Relative to the “best estimate” scenario, we assumed: 
 


> People were more likely to become uninsured prior to 2014,  
 


> Members in the Individual market were more likely to enroll in Medicaid or the OHIM from 2014 
onwards, and  


 
> People in the Uninsured market were more likely to enroll in Medicaid or the OHIM from 2014 


onwards.   
 
Table VI.3 below summarizes the enrollment in each market in 2010, 2014, and 2017 under the 
“High Take-up” scenario. 
 


Table VI.3 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


High Take-up Scenario 
Population Under Age 65 


  Year 
  2010 2014 2017 
Market       


Medicaid / CHIP 503,861  587,100  631,000  
Other Government Program 214,644  207,600  206,900  
Large Group Non-OHIM 1,080,823  1,093,700  1,062,500  
Small Group (under 50) OHIM N/A  3,900  13,300  
Small Group (under 50) Non-OHIM 333,816  297,400  223,400  
Small Group (over 50) OHIM N/A  N/A  5,200  
Small Group (over 50) Non-OHIM 171,262  147,600  112,100  
Individual OHIM N/A  305,700  542,700  
Individual Non-OHIM 182,215  89,900  37,800  
Uninsured 569,749  244,900  116,500  
Undocumented Uninsured* 120,792  114,400  109,100  


Total 3,177,162  3,092,200  3,060,500  
* Undocumented uninsured are not eligible for Medicaid or ACA expansion or subsidies. 


 
If external factors discourage participation by the uninsured in the markets, fewer people may enroll in 
OHIM coverage by 2014.  Relative to the “best estimate” scenario, we assumed: 
 


> People were less likely to become uninsured prior to 2014,  
 


> Members in the Individual market were less likely to enroll in Medicaid or the OHIM from 2014 
onwards, and  


 
> People in the Uninsured market were less likely to enroll in Medicaid or the OHIM from 2014 


onwards.   
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Table VI.4 below summarizes the enrollment in each market in 2010, 2014, and 2017 under this 
“Low Take-up” scenario. 
 


Table VI.4 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Low Take-up Scenario 
Population Under Age 65 


  Year 
  2010 2014 2017 
Market       


Medicaid / CHIP 503,861  563,100  594,800  
Other Government Program 214,644  205,600  205,100  
Large Group Non-OHIM 1,080,823  1,105,800  1,099,800  
Small Group (under 50) OHIM N/A  3,600  13,600  
Small Group (under 50) Non-OHIM 333,816  304,000  232,900  
Small Group (over 50) OHIM N/A  N/A  7,900  
Small Group (over 50) Non-OHIM 171,262  151,400  111,300  
Individual OHIM N/A  113,300  351,200  
Individual Non-OHIM 182,215  146,800  100,100  
Uninsured 569,749  385,400  235,700  
Undocumented Uninsured* 120,792  113,200  108,100  


Total 3,177,162  3,092,200  3,060,500  
* Undocumented uninsured are not eligible for Medicaid or ACA expansion or subsidies. 


 
Table VI.5 summarizes enrollment in the Uninsured, Individual OHIM, and Medicaid markets in 2010, 
2014, and 2017 for each scenario for comparison.  As we can see from the table below, there are 
approximately 190,000 more people in the Individual OHIM market and 18,000 more people in the 
Medicaid market in the “High Take-up” scenario than the “Low Take-up” scenario as of 2014 (and 
approximately 188,000 more people in the Individual OHIM and 31,000 more people in Medicaid as of 
2017).   
 


Table VI.5 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Summary of Under 65 Enrollment in Uninsured,  
Individual OHIM, and Medicaid Markets  


For Each Scenario 
    Year 
High Take-up  Scenario 2010 2014 2017 
  Market       
  Medicaid / CHIP 503,861  587,100  631,000  
  Individual OHIM N/A  305,700  542,700  
  Uninsured 1 569,749  244,900  116,500 
  Subtotal 1,073,610  1,137,700  1,290,200  
Best-Estimate Scenario 2010 2014 2017 
  Market       
  Medicaid / CHIP 503,861  574,700 615,300  
  Individual OHIM  N/A  206,700  486,500  
  Uninsured 1 569,749  318,300  152,700  
  Subtotal 1,073,610  1,099,700  1,254,500  
Low Take-up Scenario 2010 2014 2017 
  Market       
  Medicaid / CHIP 503,861  563,100  594,800  
  Individual OHIM   N/A  113,300  351,200  
  Uninsured 1 569,749  385,400  235,700  
  Subtotal 1,073,610  1,061,800  1,181,700  
1 Uninsured Market does not include Undocumented Uninsureds. 
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Data Sources and Assumptions 
 
The Technical Appendix provides information on some of the key data sources, tools, and assumptions 
we used to make the projections.  
 
Some other modeling assumptions included: 
 


> We did not project the impact of risk adjustment among carriers (as discussed in Section VIII B).  
Presumably the risk transfer payments would be designed to be neutral within a market.  The 
results or impact on any specific carrier could be significantly different than our modeling 
indicates. 


 
> We assume all employers with 100 or more employees continue coverage at current levels 


(except for the small percentage of individuals in the Large Group markets who are eligible for 
Medicaid).  We did not model the large employer decision to offer coverage meeting minimum 
requirements or pay the penalties and let employees use the OHIM. 


 
> We assume that State employees will continue to participate in the State employee benefit plan, 


which we modeled as a large employer group.  The education employees, who represent a 
significant portion of the enrollment, can opt out.  In addition, we understand that other members 
of OSEEGIB (Oklahoma State and Education Employees Group Insurance Board) are potentially 
enrolled in small group coverage and that dependents of OSEEGIB enrollees may not be eligible 
and, thus, may be enrolled in Individual insurance or be uninsured.  These small group 
employees and dependents are modeled as members of their respective current markets. 
 


> We assumed that full-time and part-time individuals have similar health statuses and that their 
work statuses will not change. 


 
> We assumed a significant portion of uninsured members with incomes below 138% of FPL will 


move to the Medicaid market.  
 


B. IMPACT ON PREMIUMS AND BENEFITS FOR INDIVIDUAL AND SMALL GROUP HEALTH 
INSURANCE MARKETS (INSIDE AND OUTSIDE MARKETPLACE) 


 
Individual Market 
 
Introduction of the OHIM will impact the Individual market significantly, even beyond the impact of the 
non-OHIM ACA provisions described previously.  The Individual market will experience additional growth 
in 2014 due to the availability of premium and cost sharing subsidies for policies purchased through the 
OHIM.  Other factors that will apply equally inside and outside the OHIM include the individual mandate, 
guaranteed issue, elimination of pre-existing condition limits, and rating changes.  
 
We made the following assumptions to determine whether people eligible for the individual OHIM will 
enroll: 
 


> All undocumented uninsured people remain uninsured. 
 
> A significant portion of documented uninsured people with household incomes at 138% of FPL 


and below will enter the Medicaid market.  Documented aliens with less than five years residence 
are not eligible for Medicaid.  


 
> Remaining documented uninsured people will choose between the individual OHIM and 


non-OHIM markets based on their health status (expected health claims), expected subsidies 
(both for premium and cost sharing subsidies), and relative premium rates and premium rate 
changes.  Some people will choose to continue being uninsured. 
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> Carriers are assumed to attract members based on their premium rate levels.  We assumed all 


carriers would offer the “metal” plan levels (bronze through platinum), both inside and outside the 
OHIM. 


 
> Plans in existence as of March 2010 are grandfathered.  Insurers will continue to maintain these 


plans, but members will make choices to potentially move to new plans if it is economically 
favorable to do so. 


 
> Claim costs reflect the health status of the members in each market and benefit designs 


available.  Prior to enrolling in healthcare coverage, uninsured people at the lowest income levels 
have the lowest healthcare expenditures.  Once those people have insurance and have reduced 
financial barriers to care, we assume that their utilization of services will increase to levels more 
typical of someone with insurance. 
 


Observations about member movement, medical costs, and premiums for the Individual market and 
OHIM are: 
 


> Approximately 65% of the OHIM membership will come from the previously uninsured population.  
However, not all of those who are currently uninsured are assumed to select some type of 
coverage.  Given the level of the individual mandate penalty relative to the cost of insurance and 
the ability of members to move freely into and out of markets due to guarantee issue 
requirements, some people will consider it financially advantageous to continue being uninsured. 
 


> The uninsured entering the OHIM are projected to be less healthy than current individual plan 
enrollees.  We also assumed that the previously uninsured will increase their demand for services 
for the first year in which coverage is available.  The expected costs for this population reflects 
typical insured usage of services, their relative health status and additional pent-up demand in the 
first year of coverage.  After the first year, their costs will return to otherwise normal insured 
usage levels, however still reflecting their health status. 


 
> Some of the metal plans required by ACA (i.e., bronze, silver, gold, and platinum) provide richer 


benefits than the average plans in the current market.  In the current Individual market, we 
estimated the average actuarial value of net benefit costs as a percent of gross medical costs is 
approximately 67% in 2010.  The metal plans offered under ACA range from 60% for bronze to 
90% for platinum and thus the average will likely be richer than plan designs offered in the 
non-OHIM market.  We project an actuarial value of 71% or higher in the Individual OHIM market.  


 
Ultimately, the movement of uninsured individuals (who traditionally have a less favorable health status 
than insured individuals with similar risk characteristics) into the individual OHIM will result in an overall 
increase in the relative health status (and thus, average gross medical costs per member per year 
(PMPY)) in the individual OHIM than the individual non-OHIM.  Table VI.6 on the following page 
demonstrates the disparity in health status and gross medical costs between these markets in 2010, 
2014, and 2017. 
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Table VI.6 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Health Status and Gross Medical Cost PMPY for Individual OHIM and Non-OHIM Markets  
(Under Age 65) for Each Scenario 


 Year 
High Take-up Scenario 2010 2014 2017 


Market         
Individual OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY N/A  $6,702  $7,852  
Individual Non-OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY 2,690  4,297  4,851  
Composite  $2,690  $6,156  $7,657  
     
Individual OHIM Health Status N/A  1.085  1.012  
Individual Non-OHIM Health Status 0.955  0.909  0.770  
Composite  0.955  1.045  0.996  


     Best-Estimate Scenario        
Market         
Individual OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY N/A  $6,760  $8,094  
Individual Non-OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY 2,690  4,422  5,235  
Composite  $2,690  $5,910  $7,782  
         
Individual OHIM Health Status N/A  1.098  1.028  
Individual Non-OHIM Health Status 0.955  0.933  0.816  
Composite  0.955  1.038  1.005  
         Low Take-Up Scenario        


Market         
Individual OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY N/A  $6,578  $8,345  
Individual Non-OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY 2,690  4,452  5,787  
Composite   $2,690  $5,378  $7,777  
  
  


        
Individual OHIM Health Status N/A  1.071  1.041  
Individual Non-OHIM Health Status 0.955  0.928  0.867  
Composite   0.955  0.990  1.002  


 
Small Group Market 
 
Unlike the Individual market, the Small Group market will be less affected by the presence of the OHIM.  
Table VI.7 below shows the projected health status / gross medical cost PMPY for these markets in 2010, 
2014, and 2017.  Some observations on the small group projections are: 
 


> Small Group participation in the OHIM is projected to be relatively low, less than 7% of the total 
Small Group market.  Generally, small groups have less incentive to participate in a 
“marketplace” than do individuals, since no direct individual subsidies are broadly available.  
However, some small group employers will be eligible for tax credits if they continue providing 
coverage.  Tax credits are available starting in 2011.  However, starting in 2014, these tax credits 
will only be available on insurance purchased in the OHIM and only for two consecutive tax years.  
As such, there is a modest incentive for employers to enroll their employees in the OHIM. 


 
> Our projections show the net change in Small Group market participants.  Some employers will 


enter the market due to their premium rate options being lower, availability of tax credits, and due 
to penalties for not providing coverage.  Other employer groups will choose to exit the market, 
primarily due to increases in their premium rates.  Since penalties for not providing coverage only 
apply to employers having 50 or more employees, many employers in the Small Group market 
will make their decisions entirely on premium rate. 
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> The current market already requires guaranteed issue for small groups, but the new rating 


restrictions on age and health status will result in premium rate changes for specific groups.  
The changes will probably not encourage additional employers to enter the market. 


 
> Current benefit levels in the Small Group markets already offer a broad range of lean to rich plans 


that are similar to the “metal” plans.  Therefore, benefit design alone will likely not provide 
significant incentive to enter the small group OHIM market.  


 
> If employee contributions, including dependent coverage, exceed 9.5% of household income for 


families at less than 400% of FPL, the employees and dependents will be eligible for the premium 
subsidies in the individual OHIM.  This opportunity could result in lower participation in small 
group coverage over time as small group enrollees could migrate to the individual OHIM. 
 


> We project that the small group OHIM will have premium rates consistent with the non-OHIM 
market.  Therefore, unless the OHIM can offer some administrative advantages to employers or 
producers, such as facilitating employee choice among benefit plan tiers, enrollment may be 
limited. 
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Table VI.7 


Oklahoma Department of Health 
Health Status and Gross Medical Cost PMPY for  


Small Group OHIM and Non-OHIM Markets (Under Age 65)  
For Each Scenario 


   Year 
High Take-up Scenario   2010 2014 2017 
 Market         
 Small Group (under 50) OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY N/A  $5,440  $5,934  
 Small Group (under 50) Non-OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY 3,381  4,700  6,142  
 Small Group (over 50) OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY N/A  N/A  8,870  
 Small Group (over 50) Non-OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY 3,707  5,725  8,446  
 Composite   $3,492  $5,043  $6,904  
           
 Small Group (under 50) OHIM Health Status N/A  1.017  0.940  
 Small Group (under 50) Non-OHIM Health Status 1.020  0.976  0.971  
 Small Group (over 50) OHIM Health Status N/A  N/A  1.060  
 Small Group (over 50) Non-OHIM Health Status 0.996  0.979  0.982  
 Composite   1.012  0.977  0.974  
           
Best-Estimate Scenario         
 Market         
 Small Group (under 50) OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY N/A  $4,595  $6,147  
 Small Group (under 50) Non-OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY 3,381  4,697  5,966  
 Small Group (over 50) OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY N/A  N/A  8,585  
 Small Group (over 50) Non-OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY 3,707  5,758  8,468  
 Composite   $3,492  $5,045  $6,825  
           
 Small Group (under 50) OHIM Health Status N/A  0.988  0.994  
 Small Group (under 50) Non-OHIM Health Status 1.020  0.973  0.953  
 Small Group (over 50) OHIM Health Status N/A  N/A  0.972  
 Small Group (over 50) Non-OHIM Health Status 0.996  0.972  0.973  
 Composite   1.012  0.973  0.962  
           
Low Take-up Scenario         
 Market         
 Small Group (under 50) OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY N/A  $4,274  $6,249  
 Small Group (under 50) Non-OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY 3,381  4,679  6,064  
 Small Group (over 50) OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY N/A  N/A  8,055  
 Small Group (over 50) Non-OHIM Gross Medical Cost PMPY 3,707  5,736  8,538  
 Composite   $3,492  $5,024  $6,867  
           
 Small Group (under 50) OHIM Health Status N/A  0.937  0.937  
 Small Group (under 50) Non-OHIM Health Status 1.020  0.970  0.963  
 Small Group (over 50) OHIM Health Status N/A  N/A  0.929  
 Small Group (over 50) Non-OHIM Health Status 0.996  0.967  0.983  
 Composite   1.012  0.969  0.968  
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C. POTENTIAL PREMIUM AND COST SHARING SUBSIDIES 
 
Members who enroll in the individual OHIM and are under 400% of the Federal Poverty Level are eligible 
for premium and cost sharing subsidies.  Table VI.8 below summarizes the 2014 and 2017 distribution of 
members by income level for those who enroll in the Individual OHIM, the Individual non-OHIM, and the 
Individual market as a whole.  As we can see, approximately 86% of Individual OHIM enrollees will qualify 
for some level of subsidy in 2014. 
 


Table VI.8 
Oklahoma Department of Health 
Enrollment by Income Level for  


Individual OHIM and Non-OHIM Markets (Under Age 65)  
Best-Estimate Scenario 


  2014 2017 


  
Individual 


OHIM 
Individual  
Non-OHIM Composite 


Individual  
OHIM 


Individual  
Non-OHIM Total 


FPL Level             
Under 138% 3,400  9,900  13,300  16,100  10,000  26,100  
138% to 149% 15,300  6,300  21,600  43,900  3,000  46,900  
150% to 199% 53,300  5,600  58,900  91,900  1,400  93,300  
200% to 299% 74,200  15,500  89,700  146,600  4,300  150,900  
300% to 399% 32,400  25,200  57,600  90,100  8,900  99,000  
Over 400%  28,200  55,600  83,800  97,900  32,100  130,000  
Total 206,800  118,100  324,900  486,500  59,700  546,200  


 
Table VI.9 below summarizes the average total subsidy PMPY for enrollees in the individual OHIM in 
2014 and 2017.  In addition, the summary divides the total subsidy PMPY into the premium subsidy and 
cost sharing subsidy for each group.   
 


Table VI.9 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Subsidies (Total, Premium, and Cost Sharing) PMPY for Individual OHIM Market 
Best-Estimate Scenario 


  Year 
  2014 2017 
Type of Subsidy     
Total Subsidy $1,794  $4,392  
Premium Subsidy 1,509  3,868  
Cost Sharing Subsidy 286  524  


 
An important consideration when evaluating the impact of the subsidies on enrollees is not just how 
available subsidies will impact the behaviors of members at different income levels, but also of members 
in different age brackets.  Table VI.10 on the following page summarizes the gross medical costs PMPY 
for each age bracket in 2014.  As we can see, costs at the oldest age bracket under 65 are about 3.5 to 5 
times those of the lowest adult age bracket.  As such, the limit on age rating for premiums (3:1 ratio) will 
create indirect premium subsidies and make the direct subsidies more valuable at higher ages than at 
lower ages which could result in disproportionately older enrollment in the OHIM. 
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Table VI.10 


Oklahoma Department of Health 
Gross Medical Cost PMPY by Age Bucket for  


Individual OHIM and Non-OHIM Markets in 2014 
Best-Estimate Scenario 


  2014 
  Individual OHIM Individual Non-OHIM Composite 
Age Bucket       


Up to 19 $2,202  $2,426  $2,299  
20-29 3,863  3,510  3,695  
30-39 5,507  3,705  4,838  
40-49 7,262  5,493  6,932  
50-59 11,432  7,960  10,457  
60-64 16,565  13,563  15,743  


Total $6,760  $4,422  $5,910  
 
 
  







Milliman Client Report 
 


 
Oklahoma Health Insurance Marketplace Page 32 
Actuarial Study           
 
December 29, 2011 


VII. ALTERNATIVE SCENARIOS 
 
A. MERGE SMALL GROUP AND INDIVIDUAL RISK POOLS 
 
Table VII.1 summarizes the impacts on enrollment and average health status of merging the Individual 
and Small Group risk pools.  As previously discussed, due to differences in the health status of the 
average individual and small group members projected in 2014 and beyond, merging the markets would 
likely result in higher premium rates for small group members and lower premium rates for individual 
members.  The impact would be the greatest for small groups, causing some of them to drop coverage. 
 


Table VII.1 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Summary of Enrollment and Health Status in  
Individual and Small Group OHIM and Non-OHIM Markets (Under Age 65) 


Best-Estimate Scenario 
    Year 
Enrollment 2014 2017 
  Market     
  Individual OHIM 206,700  486,500  
  Individual Non-OHIM 118,100  59,700  
  Total 324,800  546,200  
        
  Small Group (under 50) OHIM 5,300  16,500  
  Small Group (under 50) Non-OHIM 299,600  214,300  
  Small Group (over 50) OHIM N/A 6,600  
  Small Group (over 50) Non-OHIM 149,400  111,700  
  Total 454,300  349,100  
        
  Composite of Individual and Small Group Markets 779,100  895,300  
        
Health Status 2014 2017 
  Market     
  Individual OHIM 1.098  1.028  
  Individual Non-OHIM 0.933  0.816  
  Composite 1.038  1.005  
        
  Small Group (under 50) OHIM 0.988  0.994  
  Small Group (under 50) Non-OHIM 0.973  0.953  
  Small Group (over 50) OHIM   N/A 0.972  
  Small Group (over 50) Non-OHIM 0.972  0.973  
  Composite 0.973  0.962  
        
  Composite of Individual and Small Group Markets 1.000  0.988  
  
The decision of whether to merge the markets will also affect carriers, but the effects would be different 
for each carrier, depending on their mix of members by market and the risk profiles of those members.  
For example, given that the health status factor of an average individual market member is expected to 
be higher (i.e., higher cost) than that of the average small group member, a carrier having only small 
group business and no individual business would gain some premium rate advantage if the Individual and 
Small Group risk pools were merged.  That carrier’s premium rates would be unaffected by the merger, 
but competitors having both Individual and Small Group business might have to increase their small 
group premium rates. 
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In addition to the key differences highlighted above between the new Individual market and the new Small 
Group market, there are other considerations which are highlighted in more detail below:  
 
Reasons to Keep the Pools Separate 
 


> Consistent with current market structure. 
> Keeping them separate, at least in the short term, might make it easier for carriers and the state 


to focus on other market changes. 
> Keeping them separate would avoid subsidies between the Individual and Small Group markets. 


 
Reasons to Merge the Pools 
 


> It creates a larger risk pool which may increase rate stability in the long term. 
> It might result in premium rates that are considered more equitable between Individual and Small 


Group markets, especially important if consumers are moving between these markets frequently. 
> To consumers, individual and small group products could still be presented as different products, 


as they are now. 
> Premium rates could still be adjusted to reflect administration cost differences or commission rate 


differences between individual and small group products. 
 


Based on the above considerations, it is important to note that Oklahoma could also consider phasing in 
the merging of the Individual and Small Group risk pools over a period of years, which would give carriers 
more time to react to the changing market. 
 
B. BASIC HEALTH PLAN OPTION 
 
This section provides discussion of considerations regarding the Basic Health Plan.  The Oklahoma 
Department of Health will need to evaluate the Basic Health Plan option in the context of its current and 
future expanded Medicaid and CHIP programs and other State priorities to develop a coordinated health 
care system for the population under 200% of FPL.  However, in our modeling we have assumed that the 
State does not establish a Basic Health Plan. 
 
Our discussion covers the following issues related to the Basic Health Plan option: 
 


> Potential Basic Health Plan population in Oklahoma 
> Design flexibility 
> Funding of the Basic Health Plan 
> Pros and cons of implementing a Basic Health Plan 


 
This report is not a comprehensive examination of the Basic Health Plan option.  Such a review would 
need to be done in cooperation with the Oklahoma Medicaid authorities. 
 
Potential Basic Health Plan Population 
 
The ACA allows states to create a Basic Health Plan for residents under 200% of FPL who are not 
eligible for Medicaid and lack affordable access to comprehensive employer-based coverage.  
The population eligible to enroll in the Basic Health Plan includes two groups, both of which are eligible 
for federal premium tax credits: 
 


1. Adults with incomes from 138% - 200% of FPL 
2. Lawfully present immigrants below 138% of FPL who are ineligible for Medicaid 
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If Oklahoma implements a Basic Health Plan, the eligible population must obtain coverage through the 
Basic Health Plan.  Eligible individuals would not be able to purchase coverage through the OHIM.  
If Oklahoma does not opt to implement the Basic Health Plan, this population would be eligible for 
subsidized OHIM coverage starting in 2014. 
 
We identified the target population for the Basic Health Plan in Oklahoma by identifying adults with 
incomes between 138% and 200% of FPL who are expected to enroll in the OHIM, or remain uninsured. 
Table VII.2 below shows our estimate of the eligible population by age group in 2014. 
 


Table VII.2 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Enrollment by Age Bucket in the 138% to 200% Income Level (Under Age 65) 
Best-Estimate Scenario 


  2014 
  Individual OHIM Uninsured 1 Total 
Age Bucket       


Up to 19 13,700  22,600  36,300  
20-29 11,000  13,700  24,700  
30-39 13,500  19,100  32,600  
40-49 9,400  11,500  20,900  
50-59 16,900  13,400  30,300  
60-64 4,100  3,300  7,400  


Total 68,600  83,600  152,200  
1 Uninsured Market does not include Undocumented Uninsureds. 


 
Basic Health Plan Design Flexibility 
 
States will have some flexibility regarding the premiums and benefits offered in the Basic Health Plan 
within the following constraints: 
 


> The Basic Health Plan must provide at least the essential benefit package. 
 


> Member premiums can be no more than what individuals would have paid in the OHIM. 
 


> Member out-of-pocket cost sharing can be no more than what an individual would have paid in 
the OHIM. 
 


> Plans may be offered by licensed HMOs, insurers, or networks of providers (such as an 
Accountable Care Organization). 
 


> A minimum medical loss ratio standard of 85% will be applied to Basic Health Plan insurers. 
 
States can design aspects of the Basic Health Plan to address the needs of the 138% - 200% of FPL 
population, which may be different than the needs of the rest of the population eligible to purchase 
coverage through the OHIM.  Examples of issues to address through program design include: 
 


> Affordability of coverage can be enhanced by leveraging Medicaid provider and managed care 
contracts. 
 


> Continuity of coverage for individuals and families moving between Medicaid, CHIP, and the 
Basic Health Plan. 


 
> Delivery system continuity related to access to care and provider networks. 
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Basic Health Plan design decisions must be made with the Oklahoma Medicaid authority and consider 
Oklahoma’s existing Medicaid and CHIP programs in order to develop a coordinated healthcare system 
for the 138% - 200% of FPL population.  Such decisions include: 
 


> Whether to contract with managed care organizations.  
 
> Identifying provider networks to use for the Basic Health Plan. 


 
> Identifying the proper member cost sharing in the Basic Health Plan compared to coverage 


available through the OHIM, CHIP, and Medicaid. 
 


> Coordinating with the CHIP program.  
 


Funding of the Basic Health Plan 
 
Funding for coverage under the Basic Health Plan would come from the following sources: 
 


> States would receive funding from the federal government equal to 95% of the federal subsidies 
that the enrolled population would have received if enrolled in the OHIM.  Subsidies will be 
adjusted for differences in age, income, health status, and geographic distributions to reflect the 
acuity of the Basic Health Plan population. 


 
> Member premiums as determined by the state. 


 
We estimated the federal subsidy per individual in the target population for a Basic Health Plan (adults 
expected to enroll in the OHIM with incomes from 138% to 200% of FPL).  Table VII.3 below shows the 
estimated annual federal subsidy per individual by age group in 2014.  The estimates assume each 
individual is enrolled for 12 months in each year. 
 


Table VII.3 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Total Subsidy PMPY (138%-200% Income Level) for  
Individual OHIM Market 
Best-Estimate Scenario 


  2014 
Age Bucket   


Up to 19 $488  
20 - 29 1,701  
30 - 39 2,452  
40 - 49 3,134  
50 - 59 4,014  
60 - 64 5,407  


Composite $2,594  
 
Oklahoma would receive 95% of these average subsidies to fund the Basic Health Plan.  If the entire 
eligible population enrolls in the Basic Health Plan, we estimate the potential federal funding for 2014 
would be approximately $375.4 million (152,200 x $2,596 x 95%). 
 
To the extent that the federal subsidies collected by the State of Oklahoma are in excess of the cost to 
provide coverage through the Basic Health Plan, the ACA requires states to reduce member premiums, 
reduce member cost sharing, and / or provide additional benefits compared to coverage available in the 
OHIM.  The reduced member costs and / or enhanced benefits under the Basic Health Plan would ease 
the transition from full Medicaid coverage to leaner commercial coverage for enrollees whose income 
level changes their eligibility. 
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Many people in the industry assume that states could provide coverage through the Basic Health Plan for 
a lower cost than options available through the OHIM for the following reasons: 
 


> States may use their existing Medicaid delivery system for the Basic Health Plan.  Using the 
same delivery system would take advantage of existing Medicaid managed care programs and 
Medicaid provider reimbursement. 


 
> Medicaid provider reimbursement is lower than commercial provider reimbursement. 


 
We have not tested the validity of these assumptions in Oklahoma.  The financial impact of the Basic 
Health Plan would need to consider the Medicaid programs in Oklahoma and changes to any 
state-financed programs that currently provide assistance to this population.  
 
Pros and Cons of Offering a Basic Health Plan 
 
Some pros and cons of offering a Basic Health Plan are listed below. Note that CMS has not issued 
regulations governing the Basic Health Plan option, so the pros and cons could change. 
 
Pros 
 


> The state may be able to offer more affordable coverage than is available in the OHIM due to 
leveraging existing Medicaid provider agreements, although this conclusion should be validated 
by more detailed analysis. 


 
> The Basic Health Plan will likely be able to offer more comprehensive coverage to participants 


than is available in the OHIM. 
 


> States can end optional adult Medicaid coverage over 138% of FPL (e.g., the Pregnant Women 
population), while still providing a more affordable form of coverage compared to the coverage 
available in the OHIM. 


 
Cons 
 


> Fiscal advantages rely on continued federal support. 
 
> The state would take on the pricing risk of the Basic Health Plan, so it would need to be confident 


that the federal subsidies would cover the cost to provide care and administer the program on an 
ongoing basis. 


 
> The Basic Health Plan removes a portion of the potential OHIM population, which may have an 


influence on the operation of the OHIM. 
 


> The Basic Health Plan creates an additional state administration burden. 
 


> Access to providers and multiple insurers will likely be greater for consumers in the OHIM. 
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VIII. DISCUSSION OF KEY ACA-COMPLIANCE ISSUES 
 


A. INFLUENCING MARKETPLACE PARTICIPATION FOR INSURERS AND CONSUMERS 
 
In this section, we discuss two major components of OHIM participation: 
 


> Factors influencing the level of insurer participation  
> Factors influencing the level of consumer participation  


 
Influencing the Level of Insurer Participation 
 
Whether or not the majority of insurers participate in the OHIM will determine whether the OHIM will be a 
significant player in facilitating health insurance coverage or limited to being the mechanism for the 
low-income population to utilize subsidies.  As such, the most significant decision Oklahoma must make is 
to determine the breadth of the OHIM and its potential to attract nonsubsidized consumers.  It will be less 
important for consumers who qualify for subsidies, since the subsidies will only apply to plans sold 
through the OHIM. 
 
For our modeling shown in previous sections of this study (wherein insurer participation was not required 
but was nevertheless prevalent) and the discussion in this section, we assumed that most insurers would 
participate voluntarily in both the Individual and Small Group OHIM markets.  
 
We have further assumed that Oklahoma will continue to permit purchasing of individual and small group 
insurance outside the OHIM.  
 
However, voluntary insurer participation in the OHIM is in no way guaranteed.  One way to ensure 
participation in the OHIM by several insurers would be by imposing requirements such as: 
 


> Direct requirement to participate in the OHIM by all insurers selling individual and / or small group 
policies in the state, 


 
> Only allowing participation in the non-OHIM market if insurers offer products in the OHIM, or 


 
> Eliminating the non-OHIM market altogether. 


 
If insurer participation in the OHIM is mandatory / strongly encouraged, then: 


 
> Some insurers might choose to exit the Oklahoma individual or Small Group markets rather than 


participate in the OHIM.  It seems unlikely that the insurers which currently have a significant 
volume of individual and small group business in Oklahoma would choose that option.  However, 
smaller insurers, or insurers having a relatively small volume of individual and small group 
business in Oklahoma, might seriously consider exiting the market if they feel like that they 
cannot compete in a more commoditized market where less value is placed on service, flexibility, 
or other areas where they might currently fill a need.  Also, for insurers offering benefit levels that 
do not comply with ACA requirements (e.g., very high deductible plans), they might exit the 
Individual and Small Group markets to avoid compliance with these plan elements.  It is likely that 
the total number of insurers offering individual and small group business in Oklahoma would 
shrink below current levels. 


 
> The number of insurers and members in the OHIM could be higher than if participation was not 


mandatory. 
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> Insurer participation in the OHIM would be accelerated.  If participation in the OHIM is voluntary, 
some insurers might take a “wait and see” approach, staying out of the OHIM during the initial 
years. 


 
> Some small insurers might elect to go out of business if they determine that the investment 


required or the risk associated with participating in the OHIM is prohibitive. 
 


> In addition, there are non-insurer entities, such as associations or small employer trusts, which 
might be affected by the changing market, creating additional disruption in the insurance market. 


 
> OSEEGIB, the Oklahoma State and Education Employees Group Insurance Board, will also need 


to consider the revised market.  While the majority of the members covered by OSEEGIB are in 
one large group representing the State employees, OSEEGIB also currently markets coverage to 
other, smaller public entities.  Changes to the Small Group market will likely influence which 
groups seek coverage with OSEEGIB. 


 
> Adverse selection risk among insurers may be less.  There is some concern that the OHIM 


population will be less healthy than the non-OHIM insured population.  For example, on 
January 1, 2014, the Oklahoma high risk pool and the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance 
Pool (PCIP) will both cease covering people, and all of those people will likely seek individual 
insurance in the OHIM.  They tend to be very high cost individuals.  Additionally, an analysis of 
Medicaid expansion in other states showed that uninsured individuals (those who will be attracted 
to the OHIM) have higher morbidity than the currently insured population and that uninsureds 
demonstrate pent-up demand when coverage is made available to them.  All of these effects will 
tend to result in higher average costs for OHIM enrollees.  Insurers may recognize this and avoid 
participating in the OHIM (at least initially) to maintain a healthier block of business.  This action 
may cost the insurers membership in the first few years, but that membership could be regained if 
insurers outside the OHIM can offer less expensive coverage by avoiding the adverse selection 
that came with early participation in the OHIM.  If insurer participation in the OHIM was 
mandatory starting January 1, 2014, then all insurers would be likely to enroll some of the higher 
cost members.  Risk adjustment can be used to help reallocate revenue to insurers with the most 
morbid members, but risk adjustment is unlikely to compensate perfectly for all morbidity 
differences. 


 
> If the number of insurers participating in the OHIM is higher, then consumers will have more 


choice and competition will be more robust.  This result may be particularly important for 
consumers who live in rural areas where the number of insurers offering coverage may be fewer.  
Increased competition may also help keep premium rates lower. 
 


As part of this project, we spoke with some insurers selling policies in the Individual and Small Group 
markets in Oklahoma.  They indicated several OHIM characteristics that would encourage them to 
consider participation. 
 


> Of particular concern was the need for a level playing field, making sure that rules and 
requirements for plans in and out of the OHIM were similar to avoid pricing or selection 
advantages. 


 
> Addressing risk selection would also improve participation, as through the use of risk adjustment 


and limited enrollment periods. 
 


> Avoiding duplicated administrative efforts to control the administrative costs of the OHIM.  
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Influencing the Level of Consumer Participation 
 
Consumer participation in the OHIM will also vary depending upon various market and economic forces.  
For individuals eligible for premium and cost sharing subsidies, buying coverage through the OHIM will 
likely be an easy decision.  For non-subsidized individuals and small groups, the OHIM will need to 
present viable insurance options to attract consumers. 
 
Maximizing consumer enrollment in the OHIM might create a more robust OHIM market, minimize 
adverse selection, spread OHIM administration expenses over more people, and possibly influence 
overall premium levels.  Some constituencies might, however, prefer that OHIM enrollment be moderated. 
 
If Oklahoma wants to maximize OHIM enrollment, then they might consider doing the following: 
 


> Require all health insurance to be sold only in the OHIM. 
 


> Require insurer participation in the OHIM (which we note above would likely attract more 
non-subsidized members to the OHIM). 
 


> Allow groups of 51 to 100 employees to participate in the OHIM starting in 2014.  Oklahoma has 
the option to do this in 2014 and 2015, and is then required to do it in 2016 and beyond. 
 


> Make enrollment as easy as possible. 
 


> Provide value-added services to consumers and employers. 
 


> Use significant advertising to promote the OHIM. 
 


> Promote consumer and navigator education. 
 


> Communicate with employers who may wish to help educate their employees about the OHIM as 
an alternative to employer coverage. 
 


> Avoid setting up a Basic Health Plan, since those enrollees would then not be a part of the OHIM 
and its risk pool. 


 
Ultimately, expanding consumer and insurer participation in the OHIM maximizes the size of the risk pool 
and thus, can help mitigate adverse selection, but not without placing a burden on some constituencies, 
either through increased regulation or restricted choices. 
 
B. CONTROLLING SELECTION ISSUES 
 
The state will need to consider mechanisms to mitigate adverse selection between the OHIM and the 
non-OHIM markets, and among carriers within the OHIM.  Allowing adverse selection to take hold could 
quickly reduce the number of carriers and consumers that choose to participate in the OHIM.  Adverse 
selection is an issue that underlies many of the design and operational decisions Oklahoma will make in 
setting up and running the OHIM.  In this section we discuss the following:  
 


> Federal requirements that will help control adverse selection against the OHIM. 
 


> Federal requirements that help control adverse selection among carriers. 
 


> Risk adjustment – protecting carriers from adverse selection. 
 


> State opportunities to help control adverse selection against the OHIM.  
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Federal Requirements that Help Control Adverse Selection Against the OHIM 
 
As described below, the ACA included some provisions that will automatically help protect state 
marketplaces against adverse selection. 
 


1. Enrollment:  One of the most important ways the ACA controls adverse selection against the 
OHIM is by encouraging enrollment.  It does this in several ways.  The first is through the 
individual mandate.  Requiring all individuals to be covered will bring more people into the market, 
although they may still buy their coverage outside the OHIM.  Second, the ACA makes premium 
subsidies and cost sharing subsidies available to lower income individuals who enroll in OHIM 
plans.  Finally, the ACA makes temporary tax credits available to small businesses which 
participate in the OHIM. 


 
2. Plan Designs and Pricing:  The ACA has plan design and pricing rules that will mitigate adverse 


selection because they apply to plans both inside and outside the OHIM.  Some examples 
include: 


 
> Prohibitions on lifetime and annual benefit limits, and on pre-existing condition exclusions. 


 
> Essential benefits are required to be covered for all individual and small group plans, inside 


and outside the OHIM, unless grandfathered. 
 


> Limits on out-of-pocket costs. 
 


> Premium rates must be based on adjusted community rating rules (health status adjustment 
can only be based on age and smoking status). 
 


> Qualified health plans must have the same pricing whether sold in or out of the OHIM. 
 


> Premium rates must be based on the combined experience of OHIM and non-OHIM 
business. 


 
Federal Requirements that Help Control Adverse Selection Among Carriers  
 
The ACA also includes three risk management tools / programs that can mitigate the effects of adverse 
selection among carriers.  The first and third programs will apply to all carriers regardless of whether they 
sell policies within the OHIM.  The second program is available to qualified health plans within the OHIM.  
The first two are transitional programs and the third is permanent.  They are: 
 


1. Transitional Reinsurance Program, Years 2014 - 2016:  The reinsurance program provides 
carriers with protection against very high cost members.  This program is designed to protect 
individual plans in the OHIM in the early years from 2014 through 2016, before the individual 
mandate is fully implemented. 


 
2. Risk Corridor Program, Years 2014 - 2016:  The risk corridor program provides carriers with 


protection against total claims across all members being higher than expected.  A carrier will 
receive payments if their cost-to-premium ratio is greater than 103% and make payments if the 
cost-to-premium ratio is less than 97%. 


 
3. Risk Adjustment, Years 2014+:  Under this program, plans with healthier participants will 


subsidize plans with less healthy participants.  Carriers will set premium rates based on plan 
design and community rating, and risk adjustment payments will compensate for health status 
differences not fully reflected in the premium rates. 
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Risk Adjustment – Protecting Carriers from Adverse Selection 
 
In a perfect risk adjustment system, there might be no reason for a carrier to care about the health status 
of the members they enroll.  In reality, carriers will probably have some incentive to enroll members who 
are “better risks.”  Better risk members are those for whom the required adjusted community rating 
process over-estimates their expected costs, due to the inherently imperfect predictive ability of the rating 
system.  For example, a rating system might produce a premium rate for an average person aged 40 - 44.  
However, within the total population of people aged 40 - 44 there is a broad distribution of health statuses 
and, therefore, a broad distribution of expected claim costs.  The better risks are those people whose 
expected costs fall below the average for all people aged 40 - 44.  For those people, a premium rate that 
is based on the average should provide more revenue than is needed to cover the costs of these 
individuals. 
 
The ACA requires implementation of risk adjustment to shift money from carriers who enroll more of these 
better risk people to carriers that enroll fewer such people.  However, that risk adjustment process is 
unlikely to be perfect and will, therefore, not completely eliminate the incentive for carriers to enroll as 
many people with better risks as possible.  Furthermore, if the risk adjustment system operates 
retrospectively (i.e., making risk adjustment payment after the insured months they are intended to cover), 
then some carriers may experience temporary cash flow deficits.  For insurance sold outside the OHIM, 
carriers will also have this same incentive to enroll the better risk people, since their OHIM and non-OHIM 
business will be pooled for premium rate setting purposes and risk adjustment will apply to all plans.  
Attracting better risk enrollees may give them more competitive premium rates. 
 
State Opportunities to Control Adverse Selection Against the OHIM 
 
Specific decisions can influence the amount of selection but each decision may affect other aspects of the 
insurance market.  Oklahoma will need to evaluate each option and determine which actions fit with its 
goals.  
 


1. Take steps to maximize insurer participation. 
 


a. As the earlier discussion regarding insurer participation indicated, one option is to require all 
health insurance to be sold only in the OHIM.  Eliminating the non-OHIM market will minimize 
adverse selection against insurers participating in the OHIM.  There may still be some 
adverse selection if, for example, healthy people elect not to purchase any coverage.  The 
consequences of this option were discussed earlier, but it should be noted that this approach 
will not prevent all adverse selection between insurers but would ensure all plans offered 
meet the same minimum requirements.  Implementing such a restriction will require 
consideration of transition issues for policies not ending on December 31. 
 


b. Alternatively, all insurers could be required to participate in the OHIM, but also allow them to 
sell outside the OHIM.  Some adverse selection against the OHIM might still exist if, for 
example, some benefit plans are offered outside the OHIM that are not offered inside the 
OHIM (e.g., plans that might appeal disproportionately to healthier people); however, risk 
selection will be mitigated since all policies must be pooled for rate setting and all insurers will 
potentially enroll OHIM members.  Requiring all insurers to participate in the OHIM might 
cause some insurers to exit the market, resulting in fewer choices for consumers. 


 
c. For insurers that elect to leave the OHIM, prohibit re-entry for a period of time 


(e.g., five years).  This might prevent insurers who enroll a disproportionately unhealthy mix 
of insureds from canceling the policies, leaving the market, and then quickly re-entering the 
market in the hopes of enrolling a healthier mix of people. 


 
d. Prohibit insurers that operate in the OHIM from having affiliates that operate only outside the 


OHIM. 
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2. Take steps to control benefit designs of offered plans. 
 


a. Require that all insurers participating in the OHIM offer plans at all benefit tiers (i.e., platinum, 
gold, silver, bronze, and catastrophic).  Without this requirement, an insurer could offer 
predominately rich plans in the OHIM and predominately lean plans out of the OHIM, thus 
likely enrolling the insurer’s least healthy members in the OHIM and their most healthy 
members out of the OHIM.  By keeping all the products consistent between insurers should 
minimize the selection to any one insurer.   
 


b. Place additional restrictions on benefit plans offered outside the OHIM.  At one extreme, 
Oklahoma might stipulate that only those plans offered in the OHIM may be offered outside 
the OHIM.  A more moderate approach would be to restrict the differences between plans 
offered in and out of the OHIM to prevent carriers from offering non-OHIM plans that are 
designed to attract lower risk individuals. 
 


c. Offer standardized benefit plans in the OHIM.  Further discussion of the advantages and 
disadvantages of standardized plans is included in Item E of this Section. 
 


d. Continue to require coverage of the current state-mandated benefits outside the OHIM but 
not require them in the OHIM; however, this requirement would create a non-level playing 
field for products in and out of the OHIM. 
 


3. Create a level playing field for marketing and pricing.  
 


a. Ensure consistency of marketing and pricing rules in and out of the OHIM.  For example, in 
terms of pricing, an insurer might be able to attract better risks into their non-OHIM plans if 
they reflect positive selection in the overall level of their average non-OHIM premium rates.  
Oklahoma might require that premium rates for qualified plans offered in the OHIM be 
allowed to reflect benefit cost differences only and not be allowed to reflect selection effects 
among the plans.  If, however, this rule does not also apply to nonqualified plans (i.e., benefit 
plans that do not satisfy the requirements to be sold in the OHIM), then carriers might design 
and price nonqualified plans that have a much wider price range than the OHIM plans.  
Prices for lean nonqualified plans could be well below prices of the leanest qualified OHIM 
plans, drawing the healthiest people to non-OHIM products. 
 


b. Monitor grandfathered plans to make sure insurers are not encouraging higher cost members 
to move into the OHIM. 


 
4. Allow groups of 51 - 100 employees to join the OHIM, which could increase participation in the 


OHIM and stabilize the risk pool.  This expansion of the Small Group market is required starting in 
2016, but states also have the option to allow it in 2014 or 2015.  Possible implications are 
discussed in the next subsection.   


 
5. Take steps to control consumer participation. 


 
a. Take other steps to maximize OHIM enrollment, such as: 


 
i. Advertising; 
ii. Promoting consumer and navigator education; 
iii. Making enrollment as easy as possible; or 
iv. Not setting up a Basic Health Plan, since those enrollees would then not be a part of the 


OHIM risk pool.  
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b. As proposed in federal regulations, restrict OHIM enrollment times, or plan switching, to open 
enrollment windows or at times of special qualifying events (e.g., moving to Oklahoma).  This 
would help keep people from delaying insurance coverage until they feel they are likely to 
need healthcare services.  
 


c. Charge penalties to individuals for delaying enrollment in the OHIM, if Oklahoma has the 
authority to do so. 


 
C. EXTENDING SMALL GROUP MARKET UP TO 100 LIVES 
 
According to the ACA, the OHIM must be open to small employers on January 1, 2014.  States can open 
the OHIM to employers with 50 or fewer employees or to employers with 100 or fewer employees.  
By January 1, 2016, the OHIM must be open to employers with 100 or fewer employees.  
On January 1, 2017, states are allowed to open the OHIM to employers with more than 100 employees. 
 
Arguments in Favor of Allowing Employers with 51 to 100 Employees to Participate 
 
Opening the OHIM in 2014 or 2015 to groups of up to 100 may have positive results, such as: 
 


> More people will purchase through the OHIM.  Economies of scale should result in lower OHIM 
administration costs per member. 


 
> The “small group” risk pool will be larger, pooling employers from 2 to 100 employees both in and 


out of the OHIM.  A larger risk pool will give carriers greater predictability in their benefit costs.  
A smaller risk pool might make carriers more hesitant to participate in the OHIM.  


 
> Improved predictability of benefit costs may result in less significant financial adjustments among 


carriers based on average member risk scores. 
 


> Having a greater OHIM population may give the OHIM more ability to influence costs and quality 
in the non-OHIM market.  


 
> The OHIM must be open to all employer groups of size 51 to 100 in 2016.  It might be easier to 


bring in the 51 to 100 groups in 2014, rather than possibly having the disruption of a wave of new 
enrollees in 2016. 


 
> If the state waits until 2016 to allow the 51 to 100 groups to join, that might delay collection of 


data needed for risk adjustment calculation on those members. 
 


> For groups of 51 to 100, allowing them to enter the OHIM in 2014 will give them more insurance 
options in 2014 and 2015. 


 
> The federal risk corridor program only operates in 2014 through 2016.  Allowing the 51 to 100 


groups to enter the OHIM in 2014 will allow carriers to take advantage of that protection for more 
years.  The risk corridor program provides carriers with protection against total claims across all 
members being higher than expected.  A carrier will receive payments if their cost-to-premium 
ratio is greater than 103% and make payments if the cost-to-premium ratio is less than 97%. 
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Arguments Against Allowing Employers with 51 to 100 Employees to Participate 
 
Reasons that Oklahoma might not want to open the OHIM to employers of size 51 to 100 prior to 2016 
are: 
 


> Oklahoma currently has insurance laws and regulations that apply to “small groups,” defined as 
those having 2 to 50 employees.  Opening the OHIM to groups of up to 100 could lead to 
inconsistent definitions of small groups inside and outside the OHIM, or may require that the 
small group rules and regulations be changed.  In any case, this challenge will need to be faced 
prior to 2016. 


 
> Bringing more of the total insurance market into the OHIM may result in fewer carriers offering 


coverage outside OHIM.  It may also reduce the total number of carriers operating anywhere in 
Oklahoma, in or out of the OHIM. 


 
> Benefit innovation may be more likely to occur outside the OHIM.  Shrinking that market might 


reduce innovation.  
 


> Groups of 51 to 100 with good experience may see a significant rate increase due to community 
rating, or will choose not to participate. 


 
> Groups of 51 to 100 who are relatively healthy are likely to consider self-insuring.  However, if 


their populations become unhealthy, they could be more likely to enter the OHIM.  While this 
problem is also present with groups of 2 to 50, opening the OHIM to groups of up to 100 people 
might result in the OHIM enrolling a proportionally greater number of less healthy people. 


 
D. MARKETPLACE SERVICES FOR SMALL GROUP EMPLOYERS  
 
Oklahoma will need to define the scope of administrative services the OHIM should provide.  At a 
minimum, the state must provide the following services related to enrollment:  


 
> Certification, recertification, and decertification of plans;  


 
> Operation of a toll-free hotline;  


 
> Maintenance of a website for providing information on plans to current and prospective enrollees; 


 
> Assignment of a price and quality rating to plans;  


 
> Presentation of plan benefit options in a standardized format;  


 
> Provision of information on Medicaid and CHIP eligibility and determination of eligibility for 


individuals to these programs;  
 


> Certification of individuals exempt from the individual responsibility requirement;  
 


> Provision of information on certain individuals to the Treasury Department and to employers; and  
 


> Establishment of a Navigator program that provides grants to entities assisting consumers. 
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Oklahoma may decide to provide additional services, such as online comparison tools.  Under ACA, the 
OHIM must maintain a website to provide comparative information on plans for consumers.  When 
developing these tools, the OHIM has the opportunity to facilitate participation in the OHIM by 
emphasizing robustness and preventing “wrong door” participant choices.  Helpful features include 
allowing consumers to compare health plan choices, estimate their out-of-pocket expenses under those 
plan choices, find plans that meet specific criteria, or provide other services that would help consumers 
maximize the value of and their satisfaction with their insurance.  Ideally, decision support tools would 
allow consumers to enter specific information about their situation and preferences, and then provide 
suggestions regarding plans that might be a good fit for their needs. 
 
These online comparison tools could prove especially beneficial for employer plans who could use the 
tools to inform their employees whether they should maintain their small group coverage or enroll in the 
individual OHIM; determine whether the entire small group should enroll in the small group OHIM; and if 
so, the level of small group tax credit for which the employer will qualify. 


 
E. STANDARDIZED BENEFIT PLANS IN THE MARKETPLACE 
 
The federal regulations require some degree of benefit plan standardization.  Specifically, plans are 
restricted to having certain actuarial values (i.e., platinum, gold, silver, bronze, and catastrophic).  
However, there are many combinations of cost sharing features that could equate to these benefit values.  
For example, one platinum plan might have a $200 deductible and 90% coinsurance, while another 
platinum plan might have a $0 deductible and 80% coinsurance, with both plans having the required 
platinum actuarial value of 90%.  States have the option of restricting carriers to offering only specifically 
defined benefit plans at each tier level.  
 
In deciding whether to require standardization of benefit plans, the issues will be generally similar for the 
Individual and Small Group markets.  Allowing only standardized plans may have the following 
advantages and disadvantages: 
 
Advantages 


 
> Consumers would probably have an easier time making comparisons among plans within a given 


benefit tier (e.g., platinum, gold, etc.), if the number of standardized plans within each tier is 
reasonable.  For example, if there are only two standardized gold plans, then comparisons might 
be simple.  If there are twenty standardized gold plans, then comparisons would be more difficult.  


 
> Consumers should have an easier time making price comparisons among carriers.  


 
> Health plans within the same tier will not compete based on benefit differences.  However, 


carriers will compete based on other measures of value, including the breadth and quality of their 
provider networks, quality of care, customer service, and financial stability.  


 
> Carriers’ administration expenses, and thus premium rates, might be reduced due to having fewer 


benefit plans.  
 


> OHIM administration may be simplified.  
 


> The process to approve qualified benefit plans may be less burdensome and costly for the OHIM, 
since the OHIM would not have to review the actuarial value of non-standardized benefit plans. 
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Disadvantages 
 


> Carriers will have less ability to differentiate themselves from other carriers.  
 


> Carriers may not have the ability to offer a custom benefit package to a given employer.  Such 
customization is not common in small group coverage but may be more common for smaller 
carriers or niche carriers for whom customization is very much a part of their business plan.  


 
> There may be significantly less product diversity than if plans were not standardized.  That could 


possibly result in reduced consumer satisfaction and value. 
 


> The OHIM may be less responsive to the changing needs of consumers and employers for new 
types of benefit plans.  


 
> The OHIM may be less responsive to changing health care practices, possibly hindering quality 


improvement or cost savings. 
 


> The process for adding new plans may stifle or at least slow the introduction of benefit 
innovations, such as consumer directed health plans.  


 
> Standardization might make it impossible for carriers to offer products that take advantage of a 


unique market situation or provider arrangement.  For example, a carrier might want to offer 
extremely low cost sharing (e.g., a $0 copay) when members get their high cost scans (e.g., MRIs 
or CT scans) at a single provider that offers those services at deeply discounted rates.  


 
> OHIM enrollment may be less if consumers find more attractive plan designs outside the OHIM. 


 
Standardized benefit plans have been required in the Medicare Supplement market since 1992.  In that 
market, standardization has worked relatively well, partly because those policies are supplemental, 
relatively low cost, and generally leave the insured with little or no out-of-pocket expenses.  In contrast, 
comprehensive major medical plans provide primary coverage at a relatively high cost and generally 
leave the insured with significant out-of-pocket expenses (e.g., a bronze plan would be designed to cover 
only 60% of the average insured’s total healthcare costs, leaving 40% for the insured to pay 
out-of-pocket, in addition to their premium).  Because of the higher out-of-pocket costs in a 
comprehensive major medical plan and because it is the primary coverage, there are many more plan 
designs that can be created which would be reasonable and appealing to a significant portion of the 
population.  
 
The OHIM could also postpone plan standardization for one or more years.  Postponing would give 
carriers time to adapt to the new regulations and respond to consumer preferences in the market.  In later 
years, the OHIM might choose to allow only standardized plans.  Some disruption would be inevitable 
when the change is implemented, but that disruption might be relatively easy to bear once the OHIM has 
achieved some stability and has experience regulating the new benefit tiers.  
 
The leveraging effects of medical trend (inflation) on fixed dollar cost sharing features (e.g., deductibles 
and copays) will cause the actuarial value of benefit plans to increase over time.  Oklahoma will need to 
consider how their methods for offsetting trend leveraging will interact with their rules for allowable benefit 
plan designs.  This leveraging effect can also occur from changes in the mix of members by age, health 
status, geographic area, or other variables that affect average claim costs per member.  When the State 
tests plans for compliance with the target actuarial values, they should normalize the actuarial values for 
any such changes or differences in the mix of enrollees among the benefit tiers. 
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F. CURRENT OKLAHOMA MANDATED BENEFITS IN RELATION TO MINIMUM ESSENTIAL 
BENEFITS 


 
The table below presents each of Oklahoma’s mandated benefits and indicates which of those benefits 
are beyond the scope of the mandated benefits required by the ACA.  Many of the Oklahoma mandated 
benefits would likely be considered essential benefits, and would, therefore, need to be covered by any 
health plan sold either inside and outside the OHIM.  We indicate in Table VIII.1 which mandated benefits 
would fall under essential health benefits and thus, would not constitute additional cost (beyond that 
already required for ACA compliance).  In addition, some of the mandates represent preventive benefits 
and would also likely be essential benefits.  Oklahoma can continue to require coverage of mandated 
benefits beyond the essential benefits (the extra benefits indicated in the table), but the State must pay 
the cost of those benefits for insurance provided through the OHIM for all OHIM members (even those 
who do not receive subsidies).  The cost consequences of additional benefits that Oklahoma might 
mandate would be partly due to the direct additional of benefits and partly due to possible adverse 
selection.  
 
Alternatively, Oklahoma could continue to require coverage of the current state-mandated benefits 
outside the OHIM but not require them in the OHIM, or vice versa.  These approaches would affect OHIM 
enrollment for consumers who are interested in utilizing those additional benefits. 
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Table VIII.1 


Oklahoma Department of Health 
Summary of Mandated Benefits Included as Part of Essential Health Benefits 


  Potential Classification   


  


Majority of 
Services are 


Essential Health 
Benefits 


Majority of 
Services are 


Preventive Care 


Majority of 
Services are 


Extra Benefits 
Limitations on Services 


Offered in Mandate 
Benefits         
AIDS / HIV Testing / Vaccine   X   For testing only 
Ambulatory Surgery Centers X       
Ambulance Transportation and 
Services X     


Specified disease 
coverage only  


Bone Mass Measurement X     May be for specific ages 
Breast Reconstruction X       
Cervical Cancer / HPV 
Screening   X     
Colorectal Cancer Screening   X     
Contraceptives X       
Dental Anesthesia X     For pediatric only 
Diabetes Self-Management     X   
Diabetic Supplies     X   
Emergency Room Service X       
Hair Prosthesis     X   


Hearing Aids for Minors     X 
May be partially in 
Essential Health Benefits 


Mammography Screening   X     


Mastectomy X     


No mandate to cover, but 
minimum stay applies if 
covered  


Mastectomy Minimum Stay     X   


Maternity X     


No mandate to cover, but 
minimum stay applies if 
covered 


Maternity Minimum Stay X       


Mental Health General X     
Covers severe mental 
illness (6 specified)  


Mental Health Parity X       
Newborn Sickle Cell Anemia 
Testing   X     
Off-Label Drug Use     X   


PKU / Metabolic Disorder   X   


For screening / evaluation; 
coverage of treatment / 
supplies etc. may be Extra 
Benefits 


Prostate Cancer Screening   X     
Well Child Care X       
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G. ROLE OF MARKETPLACE AS PURCHASER VERSUS FACILITATOR 
 
Oklahoma has the option to be more or less aggressive in its control over which carriers participate in the 
OHIM.  From a less restrictive Open Market to a more restrictive Active Purchaser, the state may 
authorize the OHIM to: 
 


> Allow all plans that meet the minimum ACA requirements (Open Market) 
> Set additional standards for qualified health plans 
> Select plans based on comparative value (Selective Contracting Agent) 
> Negotiate health plan premiums with insurers (Active Purchaser) 


 
The Open Market approach would probably be the least disruptive to the current Oklahoma market and 
would impose the least administrative burden on the State.  At the other extreme, the Selective 
Contracting and Active Purchaser approaches could possibly provide greater value to the people of 
Oklahoma, although they would probably result in fewer OHIM plan choices for consumers. 
 
Based on our discussions with key stakeholders throughout the State of Oklahoma (e.g., insurers, 
lobbyist groups, brokers), one of the primary concerns is that the OHIM system will diminish the 
free-market healthcare structure that is presently active in the State of Oklahoma.  As such, the Selective 
Contracting Agent / Active Purchaser methods of running the OHIM program will likely be met with 
significant public opposition.  In particular, a common thread throughout our discussions with 
stakeholders was the idea that the “marketplace” should establish an information system, educate 
brokers and the public on how to use the system, and then allow free market forces to prevail.  
  
H. POTENTIAL BUDGET AND FUNDING CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The OHIM will require infrastructure to serve as a “marketplace” for purchasing individual and small group 
insurance.  Development of this marketplace will necessitate investment by the State either directly or 
through federal planning grants to establish policy and procedure guidelines, as well as information 
technology (IT) systems.  The level of start-up investment and ongoing budget needs will depend on the 
specific OHIM design.  This section will present several factors for consideration during budget 
development and potential funding options. 
 
Start-up costs will depend on the OHIM structure and the functional level.  Guidance from the CCIIO 
(Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight) which is a part of CMS (the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services) outlines the major functions required for the OHIM to be considered an 
Exchange for purposes of ACA.  These duties are: 
 


> Certification, recertification, and decertification of plans; 
 


> Operation of a toll-free hotline; 
 


> Maintenance of a website for providing information on plans to current and prospective enrollees; 
 


> Assignment of a price and quality rating to plans; 
 


> Presentation of plan benefit options in a standardized, comparable format; 
 


> Provision of information on Medicaid and CHIP eligibility and determination of eligibility for 
individuals in these programs; 
 


> Certification of individuals exempt from the individual responsibility requirement; 
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> Provision of information on certain individuals to the Treasury Department and to employers; and 
 


> Establishment of a Navigator program that provides grants to entities assisting consumers. 
 
In addition, the OHIM would need to be responsible for ensuring that Plans meet regulatory requirements 
with regard to: 
 


> Information on the availability of in-network and out-of-network providers, including provider 
directories and availability of essential community providers; 


 
> Consideration of plan patterns and practices with respect to past premium increases and 


submission of plan justifications for current premium increases; 
 


> Public disclosure of plan data, including claims handling policies, financial disclosures, enrollment 
and disenrollment data, claims denials, rating practices, cost sharing for out-of-network coverage, 
and other information; 


 
> Timely information for consumers requesting their amount of cost sharing for specific services 


from specified providers; 
 


> Information for participants in group health plans; and 
 


> Information on plan quality improvement activities. 
 
Finally, the OHIM would need to be responsible for: 
 


> Presentation of enrollee satisfaction survey results; 
> Provision for open enrollment periods; 
> Consultation with stakeholders, including tribes; and 
> Publication of data on the ongoing administrative costs. 


 
Through our stakeholder interviews relating to this analysis, we found some current resources which 
might provide existing infrastructure to perform several of these tasks.  The administrative costs will be 
influenced by how much these existing resources can be leveraged. 
 


> OSEEGIB (State Educators and Employees Group Insurance Board) – Currently provides a 
marketplace for public employers groups of many sizes.  They deal with real-time enrollment and 
premium collection and disbursement issues. 
 


> Oklahoma Health Care Authority – Currently determines Medicaid eligibility and enrollment at 
least in part through an on-line system. 


 
> Insure Oklahoma – Presently provides a system of premium subsidies to individuals and small 


groups with established policies and procedures to determine qualification, and coordinates with 
employers. 


 
> Current agency activities – Many of the plan requirements may already be monitored or easily 


incorporated into existing agency activities, such as the Oklahoma Insurance Department. 
 
Funding for the marketplace development costs can be covered by federal funds under the Establishment 
Grant program administered by the CCIIO for programs designed to meet the ACA Exchange definition.  
The Establishment Grants became available on January 20, 2011.  The last date to apply for a Level One 
Grant is June 29, 2012 and the last date to apply for Level Two is June 29, 2012.  These grants can 
provide multi-year or year-by-year funding through December 31, 2014. 
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Level One establishment grants provide up to one year of funding to states that have made some 
progress under their Exchange planning grant.  States may plan to reapply for a second year of funding 
under the Level One establishment grants, if necessary, as they work toward the criteria to apply for Level 
Two establishment grants. 
 
Level Two establishment grants are designed to provide funding through December 31, 2014 to 
applicants that are further along in the establishment of an Exchange.  In applying for Level Two 
establishment grants, States must meet specific eligibility criteria, demonstrating the State has: 
 


> Legal authority to establish and operate an Exchange that complies with Federal requirements 
available at the time of the application; 
 


> A governance structure for the Exchange; 
 


> A budget and initial plan for financial sustainability by 2015; 
 


> A plan outlining steps to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse; and 
 


> A plan describing how consumer assistance capacity in the State will be created, continued, 
and / or expanded, including provision for a call center. 


 
The establishment grants can be used for numerous activities including background research, 
consultation with stakeholders, drafting legislative and regulatory changes, establishing information 
technology systems, and other tasks to design and implement an ACA compliant marketplace.  As of 
May 2011, sixteen Level One establishment grants were awarded with amounts ranging from $4 million to 
$40 million. 
 
Ultimately the OHIM will also need ongoing funding to cover annual administrative costs.  The State may 
want to consider instituting revenue needed to cover OHIM administrative costs with links to those parties 
that indirectly benefit from the marketplace.  Possible choices include individuals, employers, insurance 
companies, and health care providers.  Regardless of how the OHIM is funded, the premiums charged 
within OHIM must be the same as the rest of the market.  Possible mechanisms for doing that include: 
 


> Premium tax.  The tax could apply to comprehensive major medical insurance and possibly to 
other lines of insurance. 
 


> Per Life Carrier Assessments:  A fixed charge based on the number of covered lives. 
 


> Per Life Employer Assessments:  For self-insured employer health plans or third-party 
administrators there are challenges in collecting revenues.  Due to ERISA regulations, we believe 
the State may have difficulty collecting assessments on self-insured lives that are not covered 
under stop loss insurance. 
 


> Provider or hospital assessments. 
 


> Special or one-time assessments on insurance companies, employers, hospitals, or providers. 
 


> Revenue diversion.  The State could use revenue or funds generated by current programs that 
will be phased out due to ACA changes. 


 
Some combination of these mechanisms might produce an allocation that is the most broadly accepted 
among stakeholders. 
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IX. QUALIFICATIONS 
 
This report was created by Timothy F. Harris and Stacey V. Muller.  Mr. Harris is a Principal and 
Consulting Actuary in the St. Louis office of Milliman.  Stacey is a Consulting Actuary in the Milwaukee 
office of Milliman.  Tim and Stacey are Fellows of the Society of Actuaries and Members of the American 
Academy of Actuaries.  They each meet the qualification standards for performing the analyses contained 
in this report. 
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This appendix provides information on some of the key data sources, tools, and assumptions used to 
develop the projections presented in this report. 
 
CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY (CPS) / AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY (ACS) DATA 
 
The initial census data was developed using the Current Population Survey (CPS).  To mitigate the risk of 
population fluctuation due to the relatively small sample size responding to this self-reported survey, we 
used CPS data for the Oklahoma market for both 2008 and 2009.  We used the CPS data to determine 
the composition of the Oklahoma population by age, gender, income level, insurance coverage type 
(e.g., Individual, Employer, Medicaid, other coverage such as CHAMPUS, Medicare disabled), family 
status, and race (as it pertains to the American Indian population).  We also used the CPS data to classify 
the population into self-reported health status groupings. 
 
While we used CPS data to determine population distribution by factors such as age, gender, and income 
level, the small sample size and slightly older data made it necessary to compare this data to other 
sources.  As such, we reconciled the CPS population distribution by insurance coverage type to the 2010 
American Community Survey (ACS) data and adjusted the 2010 population distribution, as necessary, to 
tie to the ACS summaries.   
 
In addition, we used PUMS data (Public Use Microdata Sample, which underlies the 2009 ACS Summary 
and is the most current ACS detailed data) to estimate the current distribution of the American Indian 
population by insurance coverage type. 
 
MEDICAL EXPENDITURE PANEL SURVEY (MEPS) DATA 
 
We used Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) data to supplement the census data and to 
distribute the employer insurance data into small group, large group, self-insured, or fully-insured. 
 
MEDICAL COSTS 
 
Medical cost curves by age and gender were developed using an assumed set of benefits and research 
that underlies Milliman’s Health Cost Guidelines (HCGs).  To calibrate the costs to Oklahoma experience, 
we used benefit designs consistent with those offered by carriers in Oklahoma (based on information 
provided by key insurer stakeholders), geographic area adjustments from Milliman’s HCGs, and 
Oklahoma-specific provider discounts (estimated by Milliman using health insurance claims data from 
Oklahoma).  We assumed that the majority of individual policies do not currently cover uncomplicated 
maternity care.  Effective January 1, 2014, we assumed that all individual policies would cover all 
maternity care.  Premiums were developed from the estimated medical costs, minus the estimated cost 
sharing in the modeled benefit plans, plus an estimated administrative load based on data collected 
through Oklahoma’s required minimum medical loss ratio waiver filing.  We adjusted the medical costs in 
the respective markets to produce average premiums by market consistent with the average premium 
rate data included in state filings (subject to some differences such as whether or not the plans modeled 
were only comprehensive plans). 
 
COSTS OF UNINSURED ENTERING THE INSURANCE MARKET 
 
The uninsured population is assumed to utilize fewer medical services than the insured population due to 
the lack of insurance coverage.  Once a person becomes insured, we assume that their medical costs 
reflect the following factors: 
 


> Their underlying costs will move to reflect the costs of a similar insured person in that market with 
respect to age and gender assuming an average health status. 


> This medical cost is then adjusted to reflect the health status of the moving individual. 
> Finally, an additional 10% in costs is assumed in the first year of coverage, due to pent-up 


demand for health care services. 
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TREND 
 
We estimated annual medical trend rates for each major service category (inpatient, outpatient, 
professional, prescription drug, and other) based on Milliman’s ongoing trend research. 
 
HEALTH STATUS DEVELOPMENT 
 
The CPS data includes self-reported qualitative health status information for each individual in the 
groupings of Excellent, Very Good, Good, Fair, and Poor.  We summarized the CPS data by these 
categories (grouping them into Preferred, Standard, Substandard Low, and Substandard High) and then 
assigned a morbidity level to each health status group to reach a desired health status composite of 1.25.  
This composite target is greater than 1.0 to reflect the comparatively higher morbidity of the Oklahoma 
population to other states.  Since the baseline medical costs to which health status factors are applied are 
based on the Milliman HCGs, and are thus representative of the Large Group markets, we calculated the 
ratio of each morbidity level relative to the composite morbidity level of the Large Group markets.  We 
then summarized what percentage of each age bucket (grouped by quinquennial ages) falls into each 
morbidity category by market.  These summaries were loaded into the Healthcare Reform Financing 
Model as the starting morbidity distributions.  Morbidity distributions change within the modeling from one 
year to the next based on the availability of care, utilization of services, aging, etc. 
 
BIRTHS AND MORTALITY 
 
We used birth assumptions based on the distribution of newborns in the CPS data, and mortality 
assumptions as reported in the 2004 U.S Mortality Tables. 
 
TAKE-UP RATES 
 
Take-up rates describe the probability of people changing from uninsured to insured, or from one market 
to another (e.g., from the Individual non-OHIM market to the Individual OHIM market).  Milliman has 
conducted research to determine what percentage of people (for each combination of representative age, 
gender, and health status) will tend to switch markets, based on the ACA provisions and the modeled 
individual’s expected healthcare costs, subsidies, and premium rate choices.  Using that research, we 
modeled the projected population’s movements between the various insurance coverage types. 
 
TAKE-UP RATE DISTRIBUTION FOR THE THREE MARKET SCENARIOS (BEST ESTIMATE, HIGH 
TAKE-UP, AND LOW TAKE-UP) 
 
In order to model the three different scenarios underlying Milliman’s Oklahoma reform projections 
(Best Estimate scenario, High Take-Up Rate scenario, and Low Take-Up Rate scenario), we estimated 
take-up rates for three key market-to-market movements.  Using the research Milliman developed to 
estimate the percentage of people who will move from one market to another based on their 
demographics, costs, subsidies, etc., (which is described above), we modeled a variety of possible 
movements, including the movement from uninsured to Individual OHIM coverage; the movement from 
uninsured to Individual non-OHIM coverage; the movement from Individual coverage to Individual OHIM 
coverage, etc. 
 
In creating our three scenarios, we were most interested in investigating the affordability of healthcare 
and thus the likelihood that people would need some form of coverage to meet their healthcare needs in 
the future.  The three movements we focused on when creating our projection scenarios are described in 
further detail below: 
 


1. The movement from private insurance markets (Individual, Small Group, Large Group) to an 
uninsured status.  This movement was reflected in years 2011 through 2013.  The high take-up 
rate scenario assumes more people become uninsured in these years and the low take-up rate 
scenario assumes fewer people become uninsured in these years with the best estimate scenario 
approximately in the center. 
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2. The movement from an uninsured status to Medicaid coverage in 2014 and thereafter.  
This movement was reflected in years 2014 through 2017 and again the high take-up rate 
scenario shows the largest percentage of people moving to Medicaid coverage with the best 
estimate scenario to follow and the low take-up rate scenario with the smallest percentage 
movement.  Also, we assumed that the first year of eligibility (2014) would result in a far larger 
percentage movement which would then taper off in subsequent years. 
 


3. The movement from an uninsured status to Individual OHIM coverage in 2014 and thereafter.  
This movement was reflected in years 2014 through 2017 and again the high take-up rate 
scenario shows the largest percentage of people moving to Individual OHIM coverage with the 
best estimate scenario to follow and the low take-up rate scenario with the smallest percentage 
movement.  Also, we assumed that the first year of eligibility (2014) would result in a far larger 
percentage movement which would then taper off in subsequent years. 


 
The table below summarizes the estimated percentage take-up rates in each market for the 2011 - 2017 
modeling period in the scenarios described above. 
 


Table A.1 
Oklahoma Department of Health 


Take-Up Rate Comparison among Scenarios 


Scenario 
Best 


Estimate 
Average Annual Take-Up to Uninsured (2011 - 2013) 1.3% 
First Year Take-Up from Uninsured to Medicaid (2014) 21.6% 
First Year Take-Up from Uninsured to Individual OHIM (2014) 31.1% 
Average Annual Take-Up from Uninsured to Medicaid (2015 - 2017) 4.2% 
Average Annual Take-Up from Uninsured to Individual OHIM (2015 - 2017) 16.4% 


Scenario 
High 


Take-Up 
Average Annual Take-Up to Uninsured (2011 - 2013) 2.0% 
First Year Take-Up from Uninsured to Medicaid (2014) 25.9% 
First Year Take-Up from Uninsured to Individual OHIM (2014) 48.3% 
Average Annual Take-Up from Uninsured to Medicaid (2015 - 2017) 5.6% 
Average Annual Take-Up from Uninsured to Individual OHIM (2015 - 2017) 18.7% 


Scenario 
Low 


Take-Up 
Average Annual Take-Up to Uninsured (2011 - 2013) 0.7% 
First Year Take-Up from Uninsured to Medicaid (2014) 17.4% 
First Year Take-Up from Uninsured to Individual OHIM (2014) 14.9% 
Average Annual Take-Up from Uninsured to Medicaid (2015 - 2017) 2.3% 
Average Annual Take-Up from Uninsured to Individual OHIM (2015 - 2017) 10.7% 


 
MOVEMENT BETWEEN CARRIERS AND PLANS 
 
The movement between carriers and benefit plans in the Individual market is based on a series of inertia 
factors developed by Milliman.  These factors describe how individuals move from plan to plan based on 
changes in the population make-up and resulting costs and premiums for each carrier and plan 
combination.  In particular, individuals are driven to change plans and carriers based on the rate 
increases experienced for their current plan design, based on their age, gender, and health status.  The 
movement between carriers and plans in the small group and large group markets are driven by the 
inertia factors underlying employer group decision points.  In particular, employer groups are projected to 
respond to the rate increases for their particular membership groups by moving from plan to plan and 
carrier to carrier based on their underlying inertia factors. 
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MOVEMENT BETWEEN MARKETS DUE TO AGING 
 
The causes of age-related movements between markets include formerly dependent children who reach 
an age where they are emancipated to other markets, adults who reach age 65 and join the Medicare 
market (we assumed 100% of documented individuals who are not already enrolled in the Medicare 
disabled market join the Medicare market at age 65), and individuals in other markets who lapse to the 
uninsured market because of premium rate increases. 
 
 
 
 
 







 

§  Actuarial modeling related to evaluation of premium structure, rate setting, risk adjustment, and
benefit plan and cost-sharing design.

 

§  Actuarial modeling evaluating the Medical Loss Ratio (MLR) and other requirements in the non-
group/small group markets and potential impact on the Oklahoma insurance market.

 
§  The expected impact of mandatory reforms and the Exchange on insurance market prices and

market stability;
 

§  The expected impact of an incremental phase-in of the market reforms, such as rating bands in
the individual market, on premiums for plans sold in the Exchange;

 
§  The expected impact on premiums in the Exchange of merging the risk pools of the individual and

small group market; and
 

§  The expected impact of different legal or regulatory expectations for health plans sold in the
Exchange as opposed to outside the Exchange.

 
 
Thank you,
Nicole
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Planning / Project Manager | Health Planning & Grants Office  | Oklahoma State

Department of Health

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 353, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell   | E-mail

NicolePJ@health.ok.gov | Website: http://www.ok.gov/health
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Aaron Cooper
To: Kathleen Walter
Subject: FW: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:25:00 PM

Kathleen,

FYI – here’s a column we sent out today that will be of interest to you.

Thanks,

Aaron

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 3:15 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for
Oklahoma
 

Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 3, 2012
 

Editor’s note:  This is one of a regular series of monthly columns titled “Oklahoma Now” by
Governor Mary Fallin.
 
 
Governor Mary Fallin’s “Oklahoma Now” Column

 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
 
By Governor Mary Fallin
     
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the best
interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.
 
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
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for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
 
            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality
of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration
in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal
health care law time and time again.

 
After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the

creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.

 
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma $475 million between now and 2020, with
escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future given the dire
fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated
with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important government priorities
such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control
spending of the federal government.
 
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.
 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic
disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Craig Perry; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:16:00 PM

FYI from Rep. Bennett: Great job Governor! My constituents and I support your decision
100%! Thank you!

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S™ II Skyrocket™, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone.
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By Governor Mary Fallin
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            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
 
            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality
of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration
in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal
health care law time and time again.

 
After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the

creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.

 
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma $475 million between now and 2020, with
escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future given the dire
fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated
with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important government priorities
such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control
spending of the federal government.
 
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.
 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic
disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with



legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.
 

###

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution
or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The
Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus
free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its
attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by
opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: More Exchanges: AL, MS, IN
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:40:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:40 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: More Exchanges: AL, MS, IN
 
More on Exchanges:
 
AL:  http://www.waff.com/story/20085554/alabama-will-not-establish-a-health-insurance-exchange
 
MS:  http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/dd0247aa1f064917a0f319208b2f4ab9/MS--
Mississippi-Insurance-Exchange3rd-Ld
 
IN: See below
 

PENCE SAYS INDIANA SHOULD NOT ESTABLISH STATE-
BASED HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE 

Gov.-Elect Also Reiterates Opposition to Partnership Exchange; Will Notify Federal Authorities,
"Absent New Information," by February 2013 Deadline 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                      Contact: Christy Denault
November 15, 2012                                                         cdenault@mikepence.com
                                                                                          (317) 775-1170   
 
Carmel, IN - Gov.-elect Mike Pence today reiterated his recommendation that
Indiana should not develop a state-based health insurance exchange as part of the
implementation of the Affordable Care Act.
 
In a letter to Gov. Mitch Daniels, Pence noted that he has reviewed his position in light
of the recent election and his recommendation remains the same.
 
"I do not believe the State of Indiana should establish a state-based health insurance
exchange because doing so will cost taxpayers millions of dollars and it is not clear that
Hoosiers would benefit from incurring the cost of implementing this new federal
healthcare bureaucracy," Pence said in his letter.       
 
He added, "Without knowing more details on the cost and nature of state-based
exchanges, it is possible that our state could be placed in the untenable position of
serving as the administrator of a new federal healthcare bureaucracy over which we
have little control."
 
Pence pointed to the uncertainty regarding cost and regulation of state-based
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exchanges, as well as the certainty of higher taxes and higher premiums for Hoosiers
in his recommendation.   
 
Pence also noted he remains opposed to a partnership exchange with the federal
government and, "absent new information," will make that known to the proper federal
authorities by the deadline of February 16, 2013.     
 
"Hoosiers may be assured that we will continue to evaluate the best course of action
for the people of our state and will make every effort to continue to develop locally-
based, innovative solutions to make insurance more affordable and increase access to
care for all Hoosiers," said Pence. 
 
States must tell the federal government whether or not they intend to establish a state-
based exchange by Friday.
 
Gov.-elect Pence's letter can be read in full here. 
 

###

Forward this email

This email was sent to chrisatkins@mikepence.com by mpence@mikepence.com |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.
Mike Pence for Indiana | 1435 Chase Court | Carmel | IN | 46032
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: NAIC Rules
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 4:29:00 PM

Do you want me to send this to Doak or someone in his office or do one of you want to?
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin ] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:43 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fwd: NAIC Rules
 
Send to John Doak and respond too..

Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: "David Powell" 
Date: November 20, 2012, 1:17:20 PM CST
To: "Mary Fallin" >
Subject: NAIC Rules

Dear mary,
 
To whoever screens Mary's email, I am an old friend of hers from OSU.  She
will confirm and she and the Insurance Commissioner need to read this. 
 
I want to let Mary know that the National Association of Insurance
Commissioners needs to abandon their idea to push aggregate stoploss limits
higher.  This is only an attempt to strengthen Obamacare by unfairly putting
more risk on "smaller" self funded employers.  (50-500 employees)  These
employers are currently doing the right thing, providing comprehensive health
benefits to their employees and their families, mostly at the employer's expense.
 
Only three states have endorsed the change to the Stoploss Model Act;
Minnesota, Hew hampshire and Vermont.  The proposed change will make it
harder for Oklahoma employers to provide affordable coverage by pushing them
toward a national exchange.  Please tell the Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner
to vote NO and not change the Stoploss Model Act.
 
I have been in the health insurance business since graduating from OSU in 1978
and I have worked with partially self-funded employers plans nearly that entire
time.  If there are any questions, please call my cell any time.  417-438-7655.
 
David A. Powell
President
Benefit Management, Inc.
2660 E 32nd Street, Joplin, MO 64804
(888) 294-1515
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Privacy Policy: The information contained in this transmission may contain
Protected Health Information (PHI) under the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA). It is intended solely for the use of the individual or
entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copy of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify me immediately by electronic mail (reply).



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: NAIC Rules
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 9:44:00 AM

Need to follow up on this – do you want me to fwd to someone in Doak’s office?
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto: ] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:43 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fwd: NAIC Rules
 
Send to John Doak and respond too..

Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: "David Powell" < >
Date: November 20, 2012, 1:17:20 PM CST
To: "Mary Fallin" < >
Subject: NAIC Rules

Dear mary,
 
To whoever screens Mary's email, I am an old friend of hers from OSU.  She
will confirm and she and the Insurance Commissioner need to read this. 
 
I want to let Mary know that the National Association of Insurance
Commissioners needs to abandon their idea to push aggregate stoploss limits
higher.  This is only an attempt to strengthen Obamacare by unfairly putting
more risk on "smaller" self funded employers.  (50-500 employees)  These
employers are currently doing the right thing, providing comprehensive health
benefits to their employees and their families, mostly at the employer's expense.
 
Only three states have endorsed the change to the Stoploss Model Act;
Minnesota, Hew hampshire and Vermont.  The proposed change will make it
harder for Oklahoma employers to provide affordable coverage by pushing them
toward a national exchange.  Please tell the Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner
to vote NO and not change the Stoploss Model Act.
 
I have been in the health insurance business since graduating from OSU in 1978
and I have worked with partially self-funded employers plans nearly that entire
time.  If there are any questions, please call my cell any time.  417-438-7655.
 
David A. Powell
President
Benefit Management, Inc.
2660 E 32nd Street, Joplin, MO 64804
(888) 294-1515
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Privacy Policy: The information contained in this transmission may contain
Protected Health Information (PHI) under the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA). It is intended solely for the use of the individual or
entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copy of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify me immediately by electronic mail (reply).



From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: National Journal Interview Request - Vegas
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 3:29:51 PM

Will you check with gov and see if she wants to do this?

Is your thought to do as many of these as she wants at RGA/NGA?

I'm curious whether they'd want to talk anything other than PPACA

 
From: Jon Thompson [mailto:jthompson@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 07:50 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: National Journal Interview Request - Vegas 
 
Great, thank you

 

From: Aaron Cooper [mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 5:46 PM
To: Jon Thompson; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: National Journal Interview Request - Vegas
 
We will check the schedule and get back to you ASAP. 

 
From: Jon Thompson [mailto:jthompson@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 07:21 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: National Journal Interview Request - Vegas 
 
Reid Wilson with National Journal is requesting a 10 minute sit down interview with the governor

sometime on Wednesday afternoon/evening or on Thursday during Annual Conference here in Vegas.

General topics would include where the GOP goes from here, RGA annual conference, and Governors

leadership in the states

 

Any chance we could make happen? I would be glad to help arrange a time and meeting location.

 

Thanks,

 

Jon

 

 

 

 

Jon Thompson
Press Secretary

Republican Governors Association (RGA)

jthompson@rga.org

DESK: 202-464-8564

CELL:
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Twitter: @JonThompsonDC
 

 

 

 

Jon Thompson
Press Secretary

Republican Governors Association (RGA)

jthompson@rga.org

DESK: 202-464-8564

CELL: 

Twitter: @JonThompsonDC
 

http://twitter.com/JonThompsonDC
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: New Cato Institute video: States Should Flatly Reject ObamaCare Exchanges
Date: Tuesday, June 05, 2012 2:00:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

ugh
 

From: Michael Cannon [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 2012 1:59 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: New Cato Institute video: States Should Flatly Reject ObamaCare Exchanges
 
I want to make sure you watch this terrific new video the Cato Institute released last week.
(Our multimedia guys are something else.)
 
It explains why states should refuse to create Exchanges—no matter how the Supreme Court
rules on ObamaCare later this month. Blocking Exchanges is THE most important thing
states can do to stop ObamaCare.
 

 
Every conservative group, including the Heritage Foundation and the American Legislative
Exchange Council, agrees that states should (1) refuse to create an ObamaCare Exchange and
(2) send all related grants back to Washington—as states like Florida, Louisiana, Oklahoma,
Kansas, and Wisconsin have already done.
 
Please share this video with your favorite state officials, on your blogs, and Facebooks, and
Twitters…etc.
 
Michael F. Cannon
Director of Health Policy Studies
Cato Institute
1000 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20001-5403
Direct: (202) 218-4632
Fax: (202) 842-3490

http://www.cato.org/people/cannon.html
 
Check out these health policy books from the Cato Institute: Healthy Competition: What's
Holding Back Health Care and How to Free It (2007), Crisis of Abundance (2006), Medicare
Meets Mephistopheles (2006).
 
Access my papers on the Social Science Research Network (SSRN):
http://ssrn.com/author=374900
 
Subscribe to the Cato Institute’s health policy newsletter, Healthy Competition:
http://www.cato.org/healthcare/hc-index.html.
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 1:53:00 PM

The timeframe is this week or early next week.  Sounds like a good opportunity.  Should

we try to book it?

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Hi Aaron:

Thanks so much for your time on the phone.
 
As per our discussion, I am interested in an interview with Gov. Fallin on the topics of the fiscal cliff
and Obamacare exchange non-implementation and any other topics/issues she’d like to discuss.

We could do via phone or on camera—whatever is most convenient on your end. The interview
would be recorded and featured on the Newsmax website. (I can send you some background on our
readership/viewership if interested.. but I think you have.)
 
Thanks for all!!
 
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 
Kathleen Walter
Anchor/Correspondent
Newsmax Media
560 Village Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL
561.686.1165, x. 1249
kathleenw@newsmax.com
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Monica Houston; Tammie Wright
Cc: Governor Fallin Press; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:04:00 PM

Scheduling,

 

Can you shoot me some potential times later this week or early next week when we could

squeeze this interview in?  It would be conducted via phone and will last approximately 30

minutes (15 min prep/15 min call time).

 

Thanks.

 

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Hi Aaron:

Thanks so much for your time on the phone.
 
As per our discussion, I am interested in an interview with Gov. Fallin on the topics of the fiscal cliff
and Obamacare exchange non-implementation and any other topics/issues she’d like to discuss.

We could do via phone or on camera—whatever is most convenient on your end. The interview
would be recorded and featured on the Newsmax website. (I can send you some background on our
readership/viewership if interested.. but I think you have.)
 
Thanks for all!!
 
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 
Kathleen Walter
Anchor/Correspondent
Newsmax Media
560 Village Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL
561.686.1165, x. 1249
kathleenw@newsmax.com
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Obama Health Care funds
Date: Tuesday, March 29, 2011 9:32:07 AM

So, this lady responded back to me (that rarely happens).  I am not sure what to say that I haven’t
already said.  Maybe I should send the FAQ press release?  Or just leave it alone?  I welcome your
input on this one!
 

From: Melody Passmore [mailto: ] 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 5:14 PM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Re: Obama Health Care funds
 
Thank you Keili for responding for the governor.  What it sounds like you are saying is that you are

taking the money to implement obamacare now, in case it doesn't go away, and using it to create an

"Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange".   Is that correct?

 
I may have misunderstood what you wrote but that sure is what it sounds like.  If so, there are so many

ways that is wrong that I am even more deeply troubled.  First of all if the exchange is a good idea,

then Oklahoma should come up with the money to implement it.  Not sure why the insurance

companies that want to access it can't pay a fee to support the personnel to run it but then I must be

simplifying the idea.   Second, DO NOT TAKE the MONEY from the federal government.  By taking the

money now you are only making it harder to get rid of the program. Please show some moxy and stand

up to the feds!   Obama and his crew are counting on the state's fear that they can't provide for their

own and have to run to big brother!   Oklahoma needs to be different and set the pace.  NO MORE

business as usual which is what it sounds like you are doing.  Come on, think out of the box!

 
PLEASE correct me if I am wrong!

 
Sincerely,

Melody Passmore

----- Original Message -----

From: Keili McEwen

To: melody

Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 2:34 PM

Subject: RE: Obama Health Care funds

 
Dear Melody:

 
Thank you for your email to Governor Fallin regarding the Oklahoma Health

Exchange Grant.   Governor Fallin understands your concerns and has asked me to
respond. 
 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced,  insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual needs,
and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is an
exchange that Governor Fallin, along with the Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner, John
Doak, and our state’s legislative leadership are committed to creating.  As you may know,
the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.  In 2009, the
Oklahoma Legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
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insurance plans in one online location.  We now plan to build on the already authorized
exchange in an effort to expand access to quality, private health insurance for our citizens.

 
Governor Fallin is strongly opposed to the federally mandated Patient Protection

and Affordable Care Act, or ObamaCare, and will continue to work to have it overturned. 
However, if this effort proves to be unsuccessful, the state must be prepared to implement
the provisions outlined in ObamaCare.  Therefore, accepting the grant funding in advance
of the 2013 deadline for implementation will allow Oklahomans to develop a national
model for providing citizens with quality health insurance utilizing free-market principles
without interference from the federal government.
 

Thank you again for taking the time to share your ideas and concerns. As we all
work together to address the many challenges facing our state, we hope you will continue to
share your thoughts and views with us.
 
Sincerely,
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
 
 

From: Melody Passmore [mailto  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 12:12 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Obama Health Care funds
 
Governor Fallin,

 
I respectfully ask you to keep your word and decline any money for the state of Oklahoma coming

from federally funded "obamacare".    I had concerns that you were "in the middle" and not really

fiscally responsible.  Please don't prove me correct.  You got my vote this last election but I

guarantee you that I will make phone calls, knock on doors, and spend money to make sure you are

NOT re-elected.   People are watching, politics is not as usual and if you and the likes of Jim Inhofe

think so, you will think again come election day!  You are supposed to be the voice of the people. 

NO OBAMACARE for OKLAHOMA!!!!!

 
I am a 55 yr old that has not actively participated in elections other than school bds until this past

year.  I won't stop till I drop now and my adult children are now doing the same!   Times are

changing!

 
Respectfully,

Melody Passmore

Claremore, OK  74019



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Obamacare Anniversary Action Items
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 12:43:00 PM

FYI
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: Seth Levey; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ;
RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom ; Rob.Jakubik ;
bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; dhiowa ;
jabot10 ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ; wkloiber ;
David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew
Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov; Candice Whitfield; eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; debbie ;
griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov; Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov;
chadderdona@michigan.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov;
tomichz@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan ;
nguillemard ; sarah.echols@prfaa.com; Mike Schrimpf; ts ;
Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us;
ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us; MKennicott ;
Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov;
EMainigi ; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; katyoder_99 ;
pjpgator
Cc: Marie T. Sanderson
Subject: Obamacare Anniversary Action Items
 
As you may know Wednesday March 23, 2011 marks the one year anniversary of the passage of
Obamacare. States, more than any other entity stand to lose the most from this costly and
constitutionally overreaching legislation.   
This morning representatives from several Governors’ offices joined in on a conference call to
provide the RGPPC with ideas and commentary on potential action items for Wednesday. The
following is a summary of the conversation. 
All in attendance wholeheartedly agreed that it is of utmost importance that each Governor does
something. Republican Governors currently hold center stage and there is no better time than the
anniversary of Obamacare to effectively communicate the overwhelming negative impact it has and
will continue to have on our states.  The following are some specific action items that some
Governors are planning for Wednesday:
 
1) States to message individually:   
Press Conferences

·         With congressional delegation

·         With respected health care officials 
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·         With impacted businesses  

·         With Lt. Governors and other elected officials

Opinion Editorial

·         Getting published locally and nationally- RGA can help if needed

·         Editorials written in conjunction with congressional delegation

·         Encouraging health care professionals to submit op-eds

Please feel free to email me or Marie with any other suggestions or comments regarding action
items for Wednesday. 
2) Coordinated RGPPC Effort 
 
The RGPPC in conjunction with the RGA would like to put out a press release of our own on
Wednesday. We envision the document to have a quote from every Republican Governor about the
effects that Obamacare has had on each individual state.  You can lift or prepare such quotes from
the actions you are already considering for next week. Please email to Mike Schrimpf (3/22) by
Tuesday of next week.   Mike’s email is mschrimpf@rga.org.    
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Association | RGPPC
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
C:  |  | www.rga.org
 

--
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From: Scott Mason
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Obamacare Still Vulnerable
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:34:19 AM

Thought this was interesting.  Saw it online this morning- wanted to pass it on.
Scott Mason
Office of the Governor
State of Oklahoma

via AT&T BlackBerry

----- Original Message -----
From: W. Scott Mason [mailto:
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:32 AM
To: Scott Mason
Subject: Fw: Obamacare Still Vulnerable

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

-----Original Message-----
From: "W. Scott Mason" <
Date: Fri, 16 Nov 2012 17:31:54
To: Mary Fallin<maryfallin >
Reply-To: smasoniv
Subject: Obamacare Still Vulnerable

Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable

by Michael F. Cannon

This article appeared in National Review (Online) on November 9, 2012.

 PRINT PAGE

President Obama has won reelection, and his administration has asked state officials to decide by
Friday, November 16, whether their state will create one of Obamacare's health-insurance "exchanges."
States also have to decide whether to implement the law's massive expansion of Medicaid. The correct
answer to both questions remains a resounding no.

State-created exchanges mean higher taxes, fewer jobs, and less protection of religious freedom. States
are better off defaulting to a federal exchange. The Medicaid expansion is likewise too costly and risky a
proposition. Republican Governors Association chairman Bob McDonnell (R.,Va.) agrees, and has
announced that Virginia will implement neither provision.

There are many arguments against creating exchanges.

First, states are under no obligation to create one.

Second, operating an Obamacare exchange would be illegal in 14 states. Alabama, Arizona, Georgia,
Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Montana, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia
have enacted either statutes or constitutional amendments (or both) forbidding state employees to
participate in an essential exchange function: implementing Obamacare's individual and employer
mandates.
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Third, each exchange would cost its state an estimated $10 million to $100 million per year,
necessitating tax increases.

Fourth, the November 16 deadline is no more real than the "deadlines" for implementing REAL ID,
which have been pushed back repeatedly since 2008.

Fifth, states can always create an exchange later if they choose.

Sixth, a state-created exchange is not a state-controlled exchange. All exchanges will be controlled by
Washington.

Seventh, Congress authorized no funds for federal "fallback" exchanges. So Washington may not be
able to impose Exchanges on states at all.

Eighth, the Obama administration has yet to provide crucial information that states need before they can
make an informed decision.

Ninth, creating an exchange sets state officials up to take the blame when Obamacare increases
insurance premiums and denies care to the sick. State officials won't want their names on this
disastrous mess.

Tenth, creating an exchange would be assisting in the creation of a "public option" that would drive
domestic health-insurance carriers out of business through unfair competition.

Eleventh, Obamacare remains unpopular. The latest Kaiser Family Foundation poll found that only 38
percent of the public supports it.

Twelfth, defaulting to a federal exchange exempts a state's employers from the employer mandate — a
tax of $2,000 per worker per year (the tax applies to companies with more than 59 employees, but for
such companies that tax applies after the 30th employee, not the 59th). If all states did so, that would
exempt 18 million Americans from the individual mandate's tax of $2,085 per family of four. Avoiding
those taxes improves a state's prospects for job creation, and protects the conscience rights of
employers and individuals whom the Obama administration is forcing to purchase contraceptives
coverage.

Finally, rejecting an exchange reduces the federal deficit. Obamacare offers its deficit-financed subsidies
to private health insurers only through state-created exchanges. If all states declined, federal deficits
would fall by roughly $700 billion over ten years.

For similar reasons, states should decline to implement Obamacare's Medicaid expansion. The Supreme
Court gave states that option. All states should exercise it.

Medicaid is rife with waste and fraud. It increases the cost of private health care and insurance, crowds
out private health insurance and long-term-care insurance, and discourages enrollees from climbing the
economic ladder. There is scant reliable evidence that Medicaid improves health outcomes, and no
evidence that it is a cost-effective way of doing so.

My colleague Jagadeesh Gokhale estimates that expanding Medicaid will cost individual states up to $53
billion over the first ten years. That's before an emboldened President Obama follows through on his
threats to shift more Medicaid costs to states.

Neither the states nor the federal government have the money to expand Medicaid. If all states politely
decline, federal deficits will shrink by another $900 billion.

Now is not the time to go wobbly. Obamacare is still harmful and still unpopular. The presidential
election was hardly a referendum, as it pitted the first person to enact Obamacare against the second
person to enact it. Since the election, many state officials are reaffirming their opposition to both
implementing exchanges and expanding Medicaid.



If enough states do so, Congress will have no choice but to reopen Obamacare. With a GOP-controlled
House, opponents will be in a much stronger position than they were when this harmful law was
enacted.
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T



From: Christie Herrera
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: mcannon ; barnold ; ckorb
Subject: FW: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, May 05, 2011 1:30:05 PM
Importance: High

Hi, Andrew -- Great talking to you on the phone today.  As I mentioned, I'm not quite sure which

analogy would fit your request, as I'm not convinced that a state exchange will be any different than a

federal one.  As such, I've copied our friends at the Cato Institute to see if they can provide some

research -- Michael Cannon is Cato's director of health policy studies, and Brandon Arnold and Caitlyn

Korb handle Cato's government affairs.

 
Michael, Brandon, and Caitlyn: Andrew is Gov. Fallin's policy director.  Oklahoma has done some great

work recently in sending back the "Early Innovator" grant money for an exchange.  But, the state is still

considering setting up its own exchange, and is looking for research on what happens when the feds

take over state government programs (not just in health care).  Any insight you could provide Andrew

(andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov; ) would be super helpful.

 
Any questions, please let me know -- or christie .

 
Thanks,

Christie

 

From: Stephanie Linn
Sent: Tue 5/3/2011 3:58 PM
To: Christie Herrera
Subject: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges

Christie-
Here is the follow up from my VM.
Oklahoma is considering creating its own insurance exchange program. The Governor’s office is looking
for examples of what happens when the fed gov’t takes over states programs. Any additional
information on the subject would be great.
Here is the contact information for the staffer from Mary Fallin’s office:
Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov

Thank you,
Stephanie
_____________
Stephanie Linn
Policy Coordinator
American Legislative Exchange Council
202.379.4386
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: OK Representation
Date: Tuesday, August 07, 2012 11:40:13 PM
Attachments: Perfect Storm .docx

--------------------------------------------------
From: "Ed Goeas" < >
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:07 PM
To: <denisenorthrup
Subject: FW: OK Representation

> Crap, I thought I had sent this out last week, but found it in my drafts.
> Was going to add some commentary, but figured I had better get it to you!.
> On the road to NH tomorrow.  Can we talk about this Wednesday?  Thanks, Ed
>
> Ed Goeas
> President/CEO
> The Tarrance Group
> 201 North Union Street
> Suite 410
> Alexandria, VA 22314
> 703 684-6688
>
>
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Deborah Hohlt [mailto:
> Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 1:43 PM
> To: Ed Goeas
> Subject: OK Representation
>
> Thanks again Ed.
>
> It has certainly been an honor to represent Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels
> but also a learning experience well beyond my expectations.  The "Hall of
> States" group is a lobbying powerhouse all to themselves and I've gained
> an important understanding of the issues specific to state governments,
> the individuals who represent them here in Washington and policymakers on
> the Hill and in the Administration.  Building coalitions within state
> governments in addition to representing issues with a narrow focus on one
> state are the cornerstones of my eight years of service.  I believe I am a
> leader within the NGA network and have mentored many new state directors
> who have come on board during the Daniels Administration.
>
>
>
> My role for the state of Indiana has included work for all Indiana Cabinet
> agencies, representing the State's position with Congress, the
> Administration and federal agencies as well as with the National Governors
> Association and Midwest Governors Association.  As an independent
> contractor, I am also able to represent Governor Daniels with the
> Republican Governors Association.  Major issues we have worked on include
> advocacy against ObamaCare while researching the issues surrounding
> implementation based on cost of the Medicaid expansion and state-run
> exchanges; submission and approval of an 1115 Medicaid waiver establishing

mailto:denisenorthrup@cox.net
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INTERNATIONAL/NATIONAL EVENTS AND ISSUES 
OVERHANG ON PRESIDENTIAL/CONGRESSIONAL CAMPAIGNS
As of 07/11/2012

Political And Economic Issues That Will Help Determine The Outcome Of The Presidential And Congressional Campaigns:

1.  The Congressional Legislative Collision Of The "Fiscal Cliff", "Taxmageddon", "The Sequester". 



2. What Happens In The European Union

· Unemployment in many countries is over 11%, in Spain it’s 
over 24%

· Five euro-zone countries have requested a bailout. The amount totals €489 billion Euro, or $611.3 billion USD. They are Greece, Ireland, Portugal, Spain and Cyprus.

· Nine countries have experienced a change in government: France, Italy, Greece, Spain, Great Britain, Ireland, Portugal, Denmark, and Finland. There will be a vote in Romania on presidential impeachment by the end of the month.

· 26% of U.S. Trade is with Europe



3. Fallout from the Supreme Court Decisions:

· The ACA decision upheld (5-4) the health insurance mandate under the taxing power of Congress. The rest of the law survives intact. The Medicaid expansion provision was upheld on the interpretation that Congress could not strip a state of all Medicaid funding for failure to expand coverage.

· In the Arizona immigration law case the Supreme Court unanimously upheld the provision requiring state law enforcement to determine the immigration status of anyone they stop or arrest with reason to suspect the individual maybe undocumented. The Court held the other three provisions void as preempted, or trumped, by federal law.

4. The Middle East Stability/Uncertainty

· Israel vs. Iran - Nuclear Issues

· Iran vs. Europe/U.S. - Oil Issues

· Egypt, Syria, Libya - Instability Issue

5.  Super PACs

· As of 07/10 there are 653 groups organized as Super PACs, and, according to Forbes, there are 390+ billionaires in the U.S.

The Calendar is Short (as of July 11, 2012)

· House of Representatives Scheduled Number of Legislative Work Days Until the August Recess: 14

· House of Representatives Scheduled Number of Legislative Work Days Until the October Recess for Election: 27

· Total Number of Calendar Days To The Presidential Election: 118

· Total Number of Calendar Days To Year End: 173

Budget Control Act Of 2011 Mandated Events Prior to the Political Conventions 

· August 15 -CBO releases a preliminary sequestration report

· August 20 -OMB releases a preliminary sequestration report (done on an account-by-account basis) 

Key Legislative Events Before January 2013

· Between The Election And The End Of Next Year A $1.2 Trillion Debt Ceiling Increase Must Pass The Congress According To The U.S. Treasury.  Both Moody’s and S&P have indicated publicly that increasing the debt ceiling will trigger a downgrade of U.S. debt. 

· Tax Cuts/Tax Credits/Deductions/ Medicare Reimbursements Scheduled to Expire in 2011 or 2012 

· Payroll tax holiday -Extended 2 times 

· Unemployment benefits -Extended 10+ times 

· Medicare “doc fix” -10 -year fix over $300 billion 

· Estate tax -1-year fix approx. $32.6 billion 

· Alternative Minimum Tax -10-year fix over $1 trillion 

· Various research and development tax credits 

· 2001 -2003 Bush Tax rate cuts / other tax credits and tax

 		zzzrelief items Extended 1 year -Approx. $248.1 billion

· Dividend tax rate increase 

· Marriage penalty relief 

· Biodiesel/renewable diesel fuel tax credits, incentives for

 zzzalternative fuel mixtures, and incentives for alcohol fuels

· State and local sales tax deductions 

· Coal production credit 

· Tax credit for first-time DC homebuyers 

· Indian employment tax credit 

· Energy efficient homes and appliances 

· Teacher's school supplies tax credit 

· Employer provided mass transit and parking 

· Various business depreciation deductions including sec. 179 

· Various charitable deductions 

· Increase of the standard deduction for married filers

· Expansion of the Hope Credits -Qualified tuition

The Congressional Legislative Collision Of "Kick-The-Can-Down-The-Road" "Perfect Storm" "Budget Time Bomb" "Fiscal Cliff" "Train Wreck" or "Taxmageddon"...The Clock is Ticking 



· Earned income tax credit 
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· Key Legislative Events Before January 2013--Continued

· Employer provided child care tax credit 

· Adoption tax credit 

· Tax credits for hiring Vets and military reservists 

· Dependent care tax credit 

· Individual Charitable deduction expiration 

· Charitable deduction for corporate contributions of 

zzzcomputer equipment for educational purposes 

· Tax-free distributions from individual retirement plans for

·  zzzcharitable purposes 

· Discharge of indebtedness on principal residence excluded 

zzzfrom gross income of individuals 

· FERC Sales Rules 

· Suspension of 100% of net income limitation on percentage 

· zzzdepletion for oil & gas from marginal wells 

· Grants for specified energy property in lieu of tax credits & 

zzzcredit for certain nonbusiness energy property 

· Credit for alternative fuel vehicle refueling property

· Special rules for contributions of capital gain property made 

zzzfor conservation purposes 

· Above the line deduction for qualified tuition and        

 		zzzrelated expenses 

· Definition of gross estate for regulated investment company 

zzz"RIC" stock owned by a nonresident not a citizen of the 

zzzUnited States and treatment of certain dividends of RICs 

· 15-year straight-line cost recovery for qualified leasehold

zzzand restaurant building improvements, and retail

 zzzenhancements

· Enhanced charitable deduction for contributions of           

zzzfood delivery 

· Election to expense advanced mine safety equipment 

· Special expensing Rules for certain film and 

zzztelevision productions 

· Expensing of environmental remediation costs 

· Work opportunity tax credit 

· Qualified zone academy bonds and empowerment zone     

zzztax incentives 

· Premiums for mortgage insurance deductible as interest 

    		zzzthat is qualified residence interest 

· Credit for electric drive motorcycles, three-wheeled

 		zzzvehicles, and low-speed vehicles and plug-in                  

zzzelectric vehicles 

· Treatment of military basic housing allowances under low-

zzzincome housing credit 



Government Spending Reductions That, Because Of The Budget Control Act Of 2011, Are Mandated To Occur Through A Sequester Process. The Law Requires A Sequester Of $1.2 Trillion Of Reductions Over 10 Years. On January 2, 2013 The Required Cuts By Sequester Will Begin (Approximately $109 Billion) For FY2013 (October 1, 2012 -     September 30, 2013)

· CBO releases a preliminary sequestration update report on August 15, then OMB releases a preliminary sequestration update report (done on an account-by-account basis) by August 20

· Obama can’t use the savings from the drawdown in Iraq to protect  zzzz other programs. 

· 10 days after the end of the Congressional Session the CBO releases their final sequestration report, OMB follows 5 days later with their final sequestration report.

· The final sequestration report will be published on the same day that the reductions in discretionary spending for FY 2013 are implemented - January 2, 2013.

· All reductions are for a period of the 9 months that remain in FY zzzz 2013, which means a higher effect on account-by-account zzzz reductions.

· The BCA’s formula for establishing specific cuts begins by reducing the $1.2 trillion by 18% ($216 billion) to account for interest savings that will flow from the spending cuts. This leaves $984 billion that must be achieved through equal amounts of spending cuts in each of the nine years between fiscal year 2013 and 2021, or about $109 billion per year. (For FY-13 sequester will cut approximately $12.11 billion per month.  For other years, the sequester will cut approximately $9.08 billion per month.)

· The total annual spending cut of about $109 billion is divided as follows:

· 50% of the cuts from the Department of Defense

· 48% of the cuts from all other non-defense programs 

zzzz (not listed below)

 





· 2% of the cuts from Medicare

· The sequester cannot touch the following programs (from the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 as amended):

· Pell Grants

· Social Security

· Medicaid

· The Postal Service

· Class Act (Voluntary long-term health care benefits created in ObamaCare)

· Most unemployment benefits

· VA benefits

· Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

· Federal Retirement

· SNAP (the food stamp program)

· SCHIP (State Children's Health Insurance Program)

· TANF (Temporary assistance to Needy Families)

· Child Tax Credit

· Earned Income Tax Credit

· Railroad retirement benefits

· Farm Credit Insurance Fund

· Comptrollers general retirement system

· Pensions for former presidents

· Grants-in-Aid for Airports

· US Treasury Check Forgery Insurance Fund

· Black Lung Disability Trust Fund

· Geothermal Resources Development Fund

· Payments to widows and heirs of deceased Members of Congress

· All "emergency designations"

· All "unanticipated circumstances"

· Congressional concessions for disaster relief











Debt Held By the Public 
As of 07/09/2012

Since January 2012, the Federal Government has is paying in 
Public Debt interest:

Per Calendar Day: $623 million

Per Hour: $25.9 Million

Since Obama’s inauguration, the debt held by the public has risen 
$154 million dollars per hour ($2.57 million dollars per minute).

		Debt Held By the Public  on 
Inaugural Day (01/20/2009):

		$6.3 T



		

		



		 Debt Outstanding on 07/09/2012:

		11.1 T



		

		



		Total Increase in  Debt:

		4.8 T



		

		



		Daily Increase in Debt (1,267 Days):  

		$ 3.8  B



		

		



		Total Debt Held By the Public on 
the day the Republicans took control of the House (01/03/2011):

		$9.4 T



		

		



		Total Debt on 07/09/2012:

		11.1 T



		

		



		Total Increase in Debt:

		1.7 T



		

		



		Daily Increase in Debt (554 Days):

		$ 3.1 B





B = Billions

T = Trillions




Presidential and Congressional Approval/Disapproval

Polling Analysis

January 2011 to July 9, 2012



Data compiled from Real Clear Politics (www.realclearpolitics.com)



President Obama Job Approval



Most recent polls:

Rasmussen Reports: (July 6): Approval: 47%, Disapproval: 52%



		Total Polls since Jan. 2011: 261  



		                           Negative:   143



		                               Positive:   98



		                                   Tied:   18







21 different polling organizations have been used since Jan. 2011



Highest approval: + 60% (AP/GfK May 5 to May 9, 2011)

Highest disapproval: - 56% (Rasmussen March 11 to March 13, 2011)





Congressional Job Approval



Most recent poll:

Associated Press/GfK(June 14-18):  Approval 22%, Disapproval 75%



Total Polls since Jan. 2011: 67 (All Negative) 

                           

10 different polling organizations have been used since Jan. 2011



Highest approval: + 31% (Fox News Feb. 7 to Feb. 9, 2011)

Highest disapproval: - 87% (AP/GfK Aug. 18 to Aug. 22, 2011)



Congressional Job Approval has been negative since Real Clear Politics started compiling polls in Jan., 2005.





> the Healthy Indiana Plan; executive branch approval and Congressional
> oversight of the state's modernized welfare eligibility system; secured
> legislative language to streamline the statewide workforce organization
> and an additional carve out for Indiana's Unemployment Insurance program;
> passage of the latest highway bill with a fair and balanced funding
> formula and no language penalizing Indiana's unique public-private
> partnership, Major moves.  We have fought the EPA and other federal
> agencies on unnecessary regulations and strongly supported the Keystone
> Pipeline.  We staff every visit of the Governor and Cabinet officials from
> planning to on-the-ground execution of the schedule.  Working with the
> Indiana business community, we support issues of importance to their
> job-creation efforts.
>
> Based on decades of Washington experience, I am able to efficiently and
> effectively communicate and advocate the state's priorities across the
> full spectrum of national constituencies including policymakers, opinion
> leaders and media.  We build key internal relationships with state
> government officials in the Governors office and within agencies to ensure
> focus on issues of importance with measurable results.  My contacts are
> extensive in terms of partnering, where necessary, with bi-partisan
> subject and policy experts as well as coordinating their efforts.
>
> The State of Indiana has always maintained a DC presence through
> contracting with an outside lobbyist.  Many other states follow this model
> (such as PA, NV, MN, ND, KS) as it is cost effective and far more
> flexible.  My contract with the State of Indiana is for $22,000/month plus
> out of pocket expenses (primarily cabs and pre-approved trips to
> Indianapolis).  My retainer has been consistent throughout the Daniels'
> tenure with no fee increases.   The cost is spread across all Cabinet
> agencies.  Unlike a state-based office, with long-term real estate leases,
> creation of new FTEs and the accrued benefits, Indiana and a growing
> number of states find contracting an effective way to stay engaged in
> Washington, DC on policy and politics.  In addition to myself, a young
> attorney on my team, assists with the state account and we are both
> registered lobbyists for the State of Indiana.
> I have attached a document, The Perfect Storm, which outlines the many
> issues facing the 2012 Lame Duck session and new Congress in 2013.  With
> sequestration having a direct impact on states, especially those with
> significant defense investments, engagement in federal relations is even
> more important than ever.  Containing health care costs will continue to
> dominate state budges and federal policymakers for years ahead, regardless
> of decisions related to ObamaCare.  Tax reform and its impact on state
> financial instruments will likely be on the table in 2013.  Budget
> pressure will continue to be pushed to state governments and the work of
> Governors to pursue program flexibility in exchange for decreased funding
> is critical.
>
> Although in her first term, Governor Fallin has the reputation as a
> national party leader and I would welcome the opportunity to assist the
> state of Oklahoma and the Governor.  As a member of the NGA Executive
> Committee, having an active DC representative is crucial.  Republican
> Governors staff look to Executive Committee staff for issue coordination,
> message points and early warnings.  I would be pleased to put together a
> formal proposal that would meet the specific needs of the State of
> Oklahoma.
>
> Again, many thanks for your interest.
>
> Debbie
>



>
> Deborah Hohlt
>  (cell)
> 202-624-1474 (office)
>
>
>
>
> On 7/9/12 7:05 AM, "Ed Goeas" > wrote:
>
>>Debbie, they most definitely want to do this and had great things to
>>say about you!  What they asked me to do is get a ballpark figure to
>>make this happen, without having you go to the trouble to write a full
>>proposal. They do not have this in the budget but had several ideas on
>>funding, so wanted to know how much they may be needing to go after.
>>Does that make sense to you?
>>I'm currently on a plane to NV, but have email.   Thanks, Ed
>>________________________________________
>>From: Deborah Hohlt [
>>Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 6:27 AM
>>To: Rick Hohlt; Ed Goeas
>>Subject: Re: Debbie following up on representing OK--Ed's call to me
>>
>>Thanks Ed.  I spent some time with Denise and Katie in AZ a few weeks
>>ago at the RGA event.  They are great.  Would love to work with them.
>>Let me know any specifics they are looking for and happy to get
>>something to you asapŠ.
>>Deborah Hohlt
>  (cell)
>>202-624-1474 (office)
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>On 7/9/12 6:15 AM, "Rick Hohlt"  wrote:
>>
>>>Ed I told Debbie yesterday of our conversation,,k,,that you have
>>>gotten the State Of Ok interested in hiring Debbie, that she needs to
>>>do a proposal!!!! Debbie said GREAT NEWS!!
>>>
>>>it is best for both of you to email each other reference the specifics
>>>f what you wanted Ed and of what you Debbie all rady know fo the OK
>>>interest.
>>>
>>>Thank you Ed very much
>>>
>
>



From: denisenorthrup
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: OK Representation
Date: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:18:53 PM
Attachments: Perfect Storm .docx

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

-----Original Message-----
From: Ed Goeas <egoeas@tarrance.com>
Date: Mon, 16 Jul 2012 15:07:37
To: denisenorthrup
Subject: FW: OK Representation

Crap, I thought I had sent this out last week, but found it in my drafts.  Was going to add some
commentary, but figured I had better get it to you!.  On the road to NH tomorrow.  Can we talk about
this Wednesday?  Thanks, Ed

Ed Goeas
President/CEO
The Tarrance Group
201 North Union Street
Suite 410
Alexandria, VA 22314
703 684-6688
egoeas@tarrance.com

-----Original Message-----
From: Deborah Hohlt [mailto:
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 1:43 PM
To: Ed Goeas
Subject: OK Representation

Thanks again Ed. 

It has certainly been an honor to represent Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels but also a learning
experience well beyond my expectations.  The "Hall of States" group is a lobbying powerhouse all to
themselves and I've gained an important understanding of the issues specific to state governments, the
individuals who represent them here in Washington and policymakers on the Hill and in the
Administration.  Building coalitions within state governments in addition to representing issues with a
narrow focus on one state are the cornerstones of my eight years of service.  I believe I am a leader
within the NGA network and have mentored many new state directors who have come on board during
the Daniels Administration.

My role for the state of Indiana has included work for all Indiana Cabinet agencies, representing the
State's position with Congress, the Administration and federal agencies as well as with the National
Governors Association and Midwest Governors Association.  As an independent contractor, I am also
able to represent Governor Daniels with the Republican Governors Association.  Major issues we have
worked on include advocacy against ObamaCare while researching the issues surrounding
implementation based on cost of the Medicaid expansion and state-run exchanges; submission and
approval of an 1115 Medicaid waiver establishing the Healthy Indiana Plan; executive branch approval
and Congressional oversight of the state's modernized welfare eligibility system; secured legislative
language to streamline the statewide workforce organization and an additional carve out for Indiana's

mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov

INTERNATIONAL/NATIONAL EVENTS AND ISSUES 
OVERHANG ON PRESIDENTIAL/CONGRESSIONAL CAMPAIGNS
As of 07/11/2012

Political And Economic Issues That Will Help Determine The Outcome Of The Presidential And Congressional Campaigns:

1.  The Congressional Legislative Collision Of The "Fiscal Cliff", "Taxmageddon", "The Sequester". 



2. What Happens In The European Union

· Unemployment in many countries is over 11%, in Spain it’s 
over 24%

· Five euro-zone countries have requested a bailout. The amount totals €489 billion Euro, or $611.3 billion USD. They are Greece, Ireland, Portugal, Spain and Cyprus.

· Nine countries have experienced a change in government: France, Italy, Greece, Spain, Great Britain, Ireland, Portugal, Denmark, and Finland. There will be a vote in Romania on presidential impeachment by the end of the month.

· 26% of U.S. Trade is with Europe



3. Fallout from the Supreme Court Decisions:

· The ACA decision upheld (5-4) the health insurance mandate under the taxing power of Congress. The rest of the law survives intact. The Medicaid expansion provision was upheld on the interpretation that Congress could not strip a state of all Medicaid funding for failure to expand coverage.

· In the Arizona immigration law case the Supreme Court unanimously upheld the provision requiring state law enforcement to determine the immigration status of anyone they stop or arrest with reason to suspect the individual maybe undocumented. The Court held the other three provisions void as preempted, or trumped, by federal law.

4. The Middle East Stability/Uncertainty

· Israel vs. Iran - Nuclear Issues

· Iran vs. Europe/U.S. - Oil Issues

· Egypt, Syria, Libya - Instability Issue

5.  Super PACs

· As of 07/10 there are 653 groups organized as Super PACs, and, according to Forbes, there are 390+ billionaires in the U.S.

The Calendar is Short (as of July 11, 2012)

· House of Representatives Scheduled Number of Legislative Work Days Until the August Recess: 14

· House of Representatives Scheduled Number of Legislative Work Days Until the October Recess for Election: 27

· Total Number of Calendar Days To The Presidential Election: 118

· Total Number of Calendar Days To Year End: 173

Budget Control Act Of 2011 Mandated Events Prior to the Political Conventions 

· August 15 -CBO releases a preliminary sequestration report

· August 20 -OMB releases a preliminary sequestration report (done on an account-by-account basis) 

Key Legislative Events Before January 2013

· Between The Election And The End Of Next Year A $1.2 Trillion Debt Ceiling Increase Must Pass The Congress According To The U.S. Treasury.  Both Moody’s and S&P have indicated publicly that increasing the debt ceiling will trigger a downgrade of U.S. debt. 

· Tax Cuts/Tax Credits/Deductions/ Medicare Reimbursements Scheduled to Expire in 2011 or 2012 

· Payroll tax holiday -Extended 2 times 

· Unemployment benefits -Extended 10+ times 

· Medicare “doc fix” -10 -year fix over $300 billion 

· Estate tax -1-year fix approx. $32.6 billion 

· Alternative Minimum Tax -10-year fix over $1 trillion 

· Various research and development tax credits 

· 2001 -2003 Bush Tax rate cuts / other tax credits and tax

 		zzzrelief items Extended 1 year -Approx. $248.1 billion

· Dividend tax rate increase 

· Marriage penalty relief 

· Biodiesel/renewable diesel fuel tax credits, incentives for

 zzzalternative fuel mixtures, and incentives for alcohol fuels

· State and local sales tax deductions 

· Coal production credit 

· Tax credit for first-time DC homebuyers 

· Indian employment tax credit 

· Energy efficient homes and appliances 

· Teacher's school supplies tax credit 

· Employer provided mass transit and parking 

· Various business depreciation deductions including sec. 179 

· Various charitable deductions 

· Increase of the standard deduction for married filers

· Expansion of the Hope Credits -Qualified tuition

The Congressional Legislative Collision Of "Kick-The-Can-Down-The-Road" "Perfect Storm" "Budget Time Bomb" "Fiscal Cliff" "Train Wreck" or "Taxmageddon"...The Clock is Ticking 



· Earned income tax credit 
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· Key Legislative Events Before January 2013--Continued

· Employer provided child care tax credit 

· Adoption tax credit 

· Tax credits for hiring Vets and military reservists 

· Dependent care tax credit 

· Individual Charitable deduction expiration 

· Charitable deduction for corporate contributions of 

zzzcomputer equipment for educational purposes 

· Tax-free distributions from individual retirement plans for

·  zzzcharitable purposes 

· Discharge of indebtedness on principal residence excluded 

zzzfrom gross income of individuals 

· FERC Sales Rules 

· Suspension of 100% of net income limitation on percentage 

· zzzdepletion for oil & gas from marginal wells 

· Grants for specified energy property in lieu of tax credits & 

zzzcredit for certain nonbusiness energy property 

· Credit for alternative fuel vehicle refueling property

· Special rules for contributions of capital gain property made 

zzzfor conservation purposes 

· Above the line deduction for qualified tuition and        

 		zzzrelated expenses 

· Definition of gross estate for regulated investment company 

zzz"RIC" stock owned by a nonresident not a citizen of the 

zzzUnited States and treatment of certain dividends of RICs 

· 15-year straight-line cost recovery for qualified leasehold

zzzand restaurant building improvements, and retail

 zzzenhancements

· Enhanced charitable deduction for contributions of           

zzzfood delivery 

· Election to expense advanced mine safety equipment 

· Special expensing Rules for certain film and 

zzztelevision productions 

· Expensing of environmental remediation costs 

· Work opportunity tax credit 

· Qualified zone academy bonds and empowerment zone     

zzztax incentives 

· Premiums for mortgage insurance deductible as interest 

    		zzzthat is qualified residence interest 

· Credit for electric drive motorcycles, three-wheeled

 		zzzvehicles, and low-speed vehicles and plug-in                  

zzzelectric vehicles 

· Treatment of military basic housing allowances under low-

zzzincome housing credit 



Government Spending Reductions That, Because Of The Budget Control Act Of 2011, Are Mandated To Occur Through A Sequester Process. The Law Requires A Sequester Of $1.2 Trillion Of Reductions Over 10 Years. On January 2, 2013 The Required Cuts By Sequester Will Begin (Approximately $109 Billion) For FY2013 (October 1, 2012 -     September 30, 2013)

· CBO releases a preliminary sequestration update report on August 15, then OMB releases a preliminary sequestration update report (done on an account-by-account basis) by August 20

· Obama can’t use the savings from the drawdown in Iraq to protect  zzzz other programs. 

· 10 days after the end of the Congressional Session the CBO releases their final sequestration report, OMB follows 5 days later with their final sequestration report.

· The final sequestration report will be published on the same day that the reductions in discretionary spending for FY 2013 are implemented - January 2, 2013.

· All reductions are for a period of the 9 months that remain in FY zzzz 2013, which means a higher effect on account-by-account zzzz reductions.

· The BCA’s formula for establishing specific cuts begins by reducing the $1.2 trillion by 18% ($216 billion) to account for interest savings that will flow from the spending cuts. This leaves $984 billion that must be achieved through equal amounts of spending cuts in each of the nine years between fiscal year 2013 and 2021, or about $109 billion per year. (For FY-13 sequester will cut approximately $12.11 billion per month.  For other years, the sequester will cut approximately $9.08 billion per month.)

· The total annual spending cut of about $109 billion is divided as follows:

· 50% of the cuts from the Department of Defense

· 48% of the cuts from all other non-defense programs 

zzzz (not listed below)

 





· 2% of the cuts from Medicare

· The sequester cannot touch the following programs (from the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 as amended):

· Pell Grants

· Social Security

· Medicaid

· The Postal Service

· Class Act (Voluntary long-term health care benefits created in ObamaCare)

· Most unemployment benefits

· VA benefits

· Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

· Federal Retirement

· SNAP (the food stamp program)

· SCHIP (State Children's Health Insurance Program)

· TANF (Temporary assistance to Needy Families)

· Child Tax Credit

· Earned Income Tax Credit

· Railroad retirement benefits

· Farm Credit Insurance Fund

· Comptrollers general retirement system

· Pensions for former presidents

· Grants-in-Aid for Airports

· US Treasury Check Forgery Insurance Fund

· Black Lung Disability Trust Fund

· Geothermal Resources Development Fund

· Payments to widows and heirs of deceased Members of Congress

· All "emergency designations"

· All "unanticipated circumstances"

· Congressional concessions for disaster relief











Debt Held By the Public 
As of 07/09/2012

Since January 2012, the Federal Government has is paying in 
Public Debt interest:

Per Calendar Day: $623 million

Per Hour: $25.9 Million

Since Obama’s inauguration, the debt held by the public has risen 
$154 million dollars per hour ($2.57 million dollars per minute).

		Debt Held By the Public  on 
Inaugural Day (01/20/2009):

		$6.3 T



		

		



		 Debt Outstanding on 07/09/2012:

		11.1 T



		

		



		Total Increase in  Debt:

		4.8 T



		

		



		Daily Increase in Debt (1,267 Days):  

		$ 3.8  B



		

		



		Total Debt Held By the Public on 
the day the Republicans took control of the House (01/03/2011):

		$9.4 T



		

		



		Total Debt on 07/09/2012:

		11.1 T



		

		



		Total Increase in Debt:

		1.7 T



		

		



		Daily Increase in Debt (554 Days):

		$ 3.1 B





B = Billions

T = Trillions




Presidential and Congressional Approval/Disapproval

Polling Analysis

January 2011 to July 9, 2012



Data compiled from Real Clear Politics (www.realclearpolitics.com)



President Obama Job Approval



Most recent polls:

Rasmussen Reports: (July 6): Approval: 47%, Disapproval: 52%



		Total Polls since Jan. 2011: 261  



		                           Negative:   143



		                               Positive:   98



		                                   Tied:   18







21 different polling organizations have been used since Jan. 2011



Highest approval: + 60% (AP/GfK May 5 to May 9, 2011)

Highest disapproval: - 56% (Rasmussen March 11 to March 13, 2011)





Congressional Job Approval



Most recent poll:

Associated Press/GfK(June 14-18):  Approval 22%, Disapproval 75%



Total Polls since Jan. 2011: 67 (All Negative) 

                           

10 different polling organizations have been used since Jan. 2011



Highest approval: + 31% (Fox News Feb. 7 to Feb. 9, 2011)

Highest disapproval: - 87% (AP/GfK Aug. 18 to Aug. 22, 2011)



Congressional Job Approval has been negative since Real Clear Politics started compiling polls in Jan., 2005.





Unemployment Insurance program; passage of the latest highway bill with a fair and balanced funding
formula and no language penalizing Indiana's unique public-private partnership, Major moves.  We have
fought the EPA and other federal agencies on unnecessary regulations and strongly supported the
Keystone Pipeline.  We staff every visit of the Governor and Cabinet officials from planning to on-the-
ground execution of the schedule.  Working with the Indiana business community, we support issues of
importance to their job-creation efforts.

Based on decades of Washington experience, I am able to efficiently and effectively communicate and
advocate the state's priorities across the full spectrum of national constituencies including policymakers,
opinion leaders and media.  We build key internal relationships with state government officials in the
Governors office and within agencies to ensure focus on issues of importance with measurable results. 
My contacts are extensive in terms of partnering, where necessary, with bi-partisan subject and policy
experts as well as coordinating their efforts.

The State of Indiana has always maintained a DC presence through contracting with an outside
lobbyist.  Many other states follow this model (such as PA, NV, MN, ND, KS) as it is cost effective and
far more flexible.  My contract with the State of Indiana is for $22,000/month plus out of pocket
expenses (primarily cabs and pre-approved trips to Indianapolis).  My retainer has been consistent
throughout the Daniels'
tenure with no fee increases.   The cost is spread across all Cabinet
agencies.  Unlike a state-based office, with long-term real estate leases, creation of new FTEs and the
accrued benefits, Indiana and a growing number of states find contracting an effective way to stay
engaged in Washington, DC on policy and politics.  In addition to myself, a young attorney on my team,
assists with the state account and we are both registered lobbyists for the State of Indiana.
I have attached a document, The Perfect Storm, which outlines the many issues facing the 2012 Lame
Duck session and new Congress in 2013.  With sequestration having a direct impact on states, especially
those with significant defense investments, engagement in federal relations is even more important than
ever.  Containing health care costs will continue to dominate state budges and federal policymakers for
years ahead, regardless of decisions related to ObamaCare.  Tax reform and its impact on state financial
instruments will likely be on the table in 2013.  Budget pressure will continue to be pushed to state
governments and the work of Governors to pursue program flexibility in exchange for decreased funding
is critical.

Although in her first term, Governor Fallin has the reputation as a national party leader and I would
welcome the opportunity to assist the state of Oklahoma and the Governor.  As a member of the NGA
Executive Committee, having an active DC representative is crucial.  Republican Governors staff look to
Executive Committee staff for issue coordination, message points and early warnings.  I would be
pleased to put together a formal proposal that would meet the specific needs of the State of Oklahoma.

Again, many thanks for your interest.

Debbie

Deborah Hohlt
 (cell)

202-624-1474 (office)

On 7/9/12 7:05 AM, "Ed Goeas" < > wrote:

>Debbie, they most definitely want to do this and had great things to
>say about you!  What they asked me to do is get a ballpark figure to
>make this happen, without having you go to the trouble to write a full
>proposal. They do not have this in the budget but had several ideas on
>funding, so wanted to know how much they may be needing to go after.
>Does that make sense to you?
>I'm currently on a plane to NV, but have email.   Thanks, Ed



>________________________________________
>From: Deborah Hohlt [
>Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 6:27 AM
>To: Rick Hohlt; Ed Goeas
>Subject: Re: Debbie following up on representing OK--Ed's call to me
>
>Thanks Ed.  I spent some time with Denise and Katie in AZ a few weeks
>ago at the RGA event.  They are great.  Would love to work with them. 
>Let me know any specifics they are looking for and happy to get
>something to you asapŠ.
>Deborah Hohlt
>  (cell)
>202-624-1474 (office)
>
>
>
>
>On 7/9/12 6:15 AM, "Rick Hohlt" < > wrote:
>
>>Ed I told Debbie yesterday of our conversation,,k,,that you have
>>gotten the State Of Ok interested in hiring Debbie, that she needs to
>>do a proposal!!!! Debbie said GREAT NEWS!!
>>
>>it is best for both of you to email each other reference the specifics
>>f what you wanted Ed and of what you Debbie all rady know fo the OK
>>interest.
>>
>>Thank you Ed very much
>>



From: Aaron Cooper
To: t_hockaday
Subject: FW: Oklahoma AG-elect Will file lawsuit against federal health care law
Date: Friday, January 07, 2011 10:50:17 AM

TH,

Probably want to swap this out for what we have on Obamacare.  I can post this press release on our
Web site.

________________________________________
From: Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov [Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov]
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 10:48 AM
Subject: Oklahoma AG-elect Will file lawsuit against federal health care law

[cid:_2_0A268CF40AF1F9C8005C5F3986257811]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 7, 2011

Attorney General-elect Contact:
Crystal Drwenski
Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov<mailto:Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov>
405.568.0662

Governor-elect Contact:
Alex Weintz
Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov<mailto:Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov>
405.535.7317

Oklahoma Attorney General-elect Will File Lawsuit Against
Federal Health Care Bill
Governor-elect shows support for lawsuit

OKLAHOMA CITY – (Jan. 7) Attorney General-elect Scott Pruitt today announced the state of Oklahoma
will file an independent lawsuit against the federal government to challenge the unconstitutionality of
the Obama administration’s federal health care law in the coming weeks.

Speaking about the need to file independently, Pruitt said, “There is great clarity for me on the
necessary and urgent need to exercise my responsibility to defend Oklahoma’s Constitution against a
federal government and president that have gone too far in their overreach of power and authority.”

Governor-elect Mary Fallin, who had a representative from her office in attendance to the press
announcement, provided the following statement, “President Obama's health care plan is bad for our
economy, bad for our health and bad for our states, which must shoulder the burden of hundreds of
millions of dollars in unfunded mandates. It's also an unconstitutional Washington power-grab that seeks
to force our citizens to buy certain products. The people of Oklahoma voted overwhelmingly to oppose
that power-grab and to reject policies that replace individual choice with the choices of Washington
bureaucrats. I am happy to join our new attorney general in announcing that Oklahoma is challenging
the federal health care law in court, standing up to Washington and defending our Constitution and the
rights of our citizens.”

Pruitt continued that because Oklahomans passed State Question 756, the Oklahoma Health Care
Freedom Amendment, which amended the state Constitution to say that Oklahomans cannot be forced
to purchase insurance, those two laws cannot coexist.  Preemption does not apply when a federal law is
deemed unconstitutional.

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:Crystal.Drwenski@oag.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


As such, he commented on his obligation to defend the Oklahoma law, “The most logical way to defend
our state Constitution is in an Oklahoma federal court not in another state,” said Pruitt.

Pruitt expressed his sole desire in filing the lawsuit was to successfully defeat the requirement of the
federal health care act that will force Oklahomans to purchase a product or face fines and penalties by
the federal government.  In legal terms, this is known as the individual mandate, which Pruitt believes
to be unconstitutional.

The Attorney General-elect also explained that Oklahoma has the advantage of learning from the
arguments the federal government put forth in the legal proceedings with Virginia and Florida, which
will allow Oklahoma to introduce new and strengthened arguments to counter those.

Additionally, by filing in Oklahoma, the state will add another circuit of the federal court system
considering arguments on the constitutionality of the act.  This enhances the reasons for the Supreme
Court to expedite a hearing of the issue.

Pruitt stated the lawsuit will be handled by staff internal to the Attorney General’s office, and no outside
counsel will be retained.

Pruitt closed by saying, “I deeply respect the efforts of General Bondi, and the other Attorneys General
involved in the Florida litigation, as well as the efforts of General Cuccinelli in Virginia.  I am confident
with our collective efforts we will prevail.”

-30-



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Oklahoma County District Attorney Investigation Update
Date: Monday, January 09, 2012 9:08:00 AM

 
 

From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 09, 2012 12:09 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Oklahoma County District Attorney Investigation Update
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The Carpenter Shop
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Last May we reported on the appearance of Representative Glen Mulready at the Frontier Country
Republican Women’s club in South Oklahoma City.   Mulready was speaking about Obama Care shortly
after the GOP convention and he ran into a buzz saw of opposition.
 
The Sooner Tea Party taped the meeting in case Mulready got cocky and sure enough he inserted his foot
in his mouth when he admitted that he would vote against the wishes of his constituents if he believed that
it was best for them.   A Tulsa activist made a very short video of the exchange and posted it on YouTube
last week, drawing an immediate reaction from Representative Mulready’s supporters.
 
 At only one minute and 14 seconds the video is brief and powerful and focuses on yours truly asking Glen
Mulready if he was going to honor the vote on State Question 756 and the Oklahoma State GOP
Convention vote rejecting Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges.   Mulready replies that he
is going to vote for what he thinks is best for the people, prompting Sooner Tea Party member Karen Pray
to comment “And not what the people want?”
 
  Almost immediately after the release of the video, Representative Mulready’s supporters started attacking
the veracity of the audio, claiming that it was “edited” and “out of context”.   Here is the entire audio file
taken at that meeting.  In attendance were Jake Dake, four or five state representatives, and around twenty
or so Republicans. 
 
 
Here is another well done video on Representative Glen Mulready’s voting record.   This video focuses on
HB 2130, the infamous Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchange bill.  Almost five minutes long
but the video is from House of Representative Video System so it is absolutely beyond doubt to its
veracity.
 
In the video, Representative Mulready flat out lies about the health insurance exchange by stating that the
system doesn’t limit what insurance companies can participate.   The truth is that all the state insurance
exchanges must conform to Obama Care.   Here is what we reported a few weeks ago complete with the
link to the entire Obama Care statutes and the relevant section quoted:
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“We learned that there is absolutely no difference between state exchanges and Obama Care federal
exchanges.  Here is the relevant section of Obama Care that allows for the state run exchanges, emphasis is
mine:  
 
Each State electing to establish an Exchange must adopt the Federal standards contained in this law and
in this proposed rule, or have in effect a State law or regulation that implements these Federal standards.
Section 1311(k) further specifies that Exchanges may not establish rules that conflict with or prevent the
application of regulations promulgated by the Secretary.”
 
 
Representative Dr. Mike Ritze sets the record straight by waving a copy of the HB 2130 and stating that the
bill limits competition for health insurance companies, which is exactly what Representative Mulready is
attempting to pass into law.  His former employer is Blue Cross/Blue Shield.  Mulready was a lobbyist for
them and focused on national issues for them, no doubt being part of the original push to pass Obama Care
at the Federal level.
 
Representative Mulready then proclaims that “No one opposes Obama Care more than I”, repeating the
same bald faced lie that he used during his election campaign.  Next the video exposes the fact that
Mulready is actually from Massachusetts, the home state of Mitt Romney’s implemented forced health
insurance plan, the precursor to Obama Care!   Which makes one wonder if Mulready is a carpet bagger
that was moved in for one purpose, to force Obama Care on Oklahomans?
 
Next up is Representative Charles Key speaking to the Orwellian campaign promises to oppose Obama
Care morphing into singing the praises of the program being implemented.  Mulready responds using the
analogy of a runner stiff arming a tackler during a football game, attempting to claim that the HB 2130
actually saves Oklahoma from Obama Care!    The ability to stand there and continue to lie in front of
hundreds of his peers, staff, lobbyists, and visitors is simply breathtaking!
 
Democrat Representative Ben Sherrer is the next speaker and calls Mulready’s statements “hypocritical
double talk” and asks how accepting 53 million dollars from the Federal government to implement the key
component of Obama Care could be construed as keeping the Federal government at bay?
 
Representative Mike Reynolds is up next and minces no words when he says that HB 2130 is “a clever
message to deceive the voters and to disguise what you stand for”.
 
I’ll leave it to the readers to decide the truth on HB 2130 but my humble opinion is that this is the most
flagrant example of Orwellian double talk; the absolutely most amazing example of outright, bald faced
lying in a political debate that I have ever witnessed. 
 
So why do a picture of Mulready dressed as a supcide bomber?  Because Representative Mulready makes it
painfully obvious that he was sent to the legislature do a job and he will accomplish the job at whatever
price to his reputation that the task requires.   This is an excellent example of why the progressives and
liberals succeed in trampling our liberties and stealing our tax dollars, they will simply do what it takes to
accomplish their goals.  Remember this fact when we use ridicule and go after their weak spots, these
aren’t your neighbors that are quietly going about their life and deserve to be left in peace, these are
sociopaths willing to enslave you and future generations by passing laws that strip away your constitutional
rights.
 
So what can you do to help defeat the Glen Mulready’s of this world?   Contact Darren Gantz and help him
send Mulready back to his lobbyist job at Blue Cross/Blue Shield.  
 
 

Santorum’s Gun Control Votes
 
 
Rick Santorum pulled off a surprise victory last week in Iowa causing many political observers to begin
paying attention.  Along with the first place ranking also brings increased scrutiny on his voting record.
The National Association for Gun Rights, NAGR, put out some pretty ugly information on Santorum.  
First was his refusal to answer gun rights surveys or answer questions on the Second Amendment.
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According to NAGR, he voted for the Lautenberg Gun Ban that stripped gun owners of their gunl rights for
life if they had faced charges for spanking their children or grabbed their spouse’s wrists.  I’m not saying
that a man that abuses women should be protected, indeed a man that abuses a woman isn’t a real man and
there is simply no excuse for hitting a woman but everyone has known couples where the wife is as violent
as or more violent than the husband but the law almost always will take the side of the woman.   That
might be the proper way to err if there is any question, but is losing your 2nd Amendment rights a
reasonable punishment for a mild domestic violence case?  If so, where do we draw the line?
 
NAGR also reports that Santorum voted for a 1999 bill that increased penalties on drug traffickers with
guns which in itself is a good thing but the bill also required federal background checks at gun shows.  In
2005 he joined Dianne Feinstein and Frank Lautenberg to mandate handgun locks.
 
Even worse was Santorum coming to the aid of anti Second Amendment Arlen Specter in 2004 when
Specter was facing pro gun Republican Pat Toomey, allowing Specter to continue in office and to continue
to push for gun control.   Anti gun Governor Christine Todd Whitman of New Jersey received campaign
support from Santorum.       
 
It was good to see an outsider win the Iowa caucus but we shouldn’t blindly follow them without looking at
their voting record.   
 

             

Update on Fusion Center/Gun Groups Controversy
 
Last week we caused quite a stir when we reported rumors of two local gun rights groups being mentioned
at the Oklahoma Fusion Center where law enforcement officers were told of two “new” organizations that
had been placed on the Oklahoma Fusion Center Terror Watch List.  The story came from a firsthand report
from one of the attendees of an OK2A meeting (Oklahoma Second Amendment Association), where an
Oklahoma law enforcement officer told a small group of attendees about the report that was given directly
to him from a subordinate.
 
We spoke directly to the OK2A member and were offered contact information for the law enforcement
officer that knew the facts.   We declined, there are some stories where in order to protect our sources, we
don’t want to know who they are, just are they trustworthy and that the the information credible.   Just
about every story we publish includes the blue links that take you to source documents or government
websites with corroborating documents but sometimes we prefer not to know too much.
 
After the story come out, a flurry of activity occurred, listed in no particular order.  First, legislators
expressed concern about the Fusion Center bringing up either group to other police officers without proof
and since many of the legislators attend the High Noon Club and know of the OK2A group, they
understood that the possibility of concern was slim.  Second, reports say that Miles Hall, the owner of H &
H Gun Range immediately contacted the Oklahoma Fusion Center.   Thirdly, the original law enforcement
source came forward and gave us more details including correcting part of what our source had given us.  
Lastly, the OSBI was contacted by conservative legislators and questioned at length on the allegations.



 
The Fusion Center admitted that there was a meeting at Oklahoma City Police Department facilities where
a variety of groups were present and gave presentations.   OSBI, the Fusion Center, the FBI, the Joint
Terrorism Task Force, and state and local police departments attended.   Under questioning by legislators,
OSBI adamantly denied that they had placed either gun group on a watch list.   By this time, late in the
week, we had received further information that claimed that the comments came from an FBI source, so the
legislators asked the OSBI to ask the FBI.
 
The OSBI checked with the OSBI and reported back that neither they nor the FBI had anything to do with
the information and claimed the OSBI didn’t know of the existence of either group and the FBI admitted
knowing of only one of the groups.   The legislators said that the OSBI spokesperson was obviously ill at
ease and nervous over the allegations bringing legislators to their door with questions but that they were
“forthright” in their answers.   One of the parts of the joint OSBI/FBI response rang true, that while they
didn’t make the comments, there were numerous other agencies presenting information and participating so
they couldn’t vouch for the other groups.  They also suggested that it was possible that something might
have been mentioned during a break or after the meeting between individuals that were chatting.
 
Here what we were told was the OSBI statement:
 
“Neither the FBI nor the OSBI are making representations on anything said in other presentations, during
breaks, or during individual conversations after the event officially ended. “
 
Fair enough, we will take their word on the matter.
 
Shortly after we received the report from legislators the original source had an email sent to us where he
explained the difference between what he said and our source repeated.   Basically there was a meeting at
the Oklahoma Fusion Center at OSBI headquarters in a classroom setting where they were told that there
were "militia types meeting monthly at H&H".   The presenter was said to have said it in an offhand
manner as if he didn’t quite know that to think of the information.  No organization names were mentioned,
nor was the word terrorist used.  The statement was further categorized as from an individual but not an
official part of the presentation.  Another statement left the door open for the presenter making the
statement but that it was not part of the official presentation.
 
The original law enforcement officer then spoke to the supervisor who in turn spoke to our original source
at an OK2A meeting and elaborated a bit but in a perfectly understandable manner.  This person mentioned
that both the OK2A group and the High Noon Club met regularly at the H & H Gun Club and it didn’t
seem that groups meeting with legislators qualified as “militias”.    Our source apparently added the word
terror list and identified the groups as being specifically named.   Here is the exact wording that we
received:
 
"Information came through their fusion center identifying OK2a and high noon as "militia groups" and has
them pegged as "terrorist"."
 
We also received a report that little written material was being handed out after MIAC report so that there
wouldn’t likely be any documented list, that in their experience everything was given verbally.  We cannot
speak as to the veracity of this statement but it makes sense.
 
Obviously the Oklahoma Fusion Center was caught in the middle of a controversy but what do we make of
all of this?  The original source asked us to retract the story but there are several things about this story that
made an update a necessity but not an outright retraction.
 
First, the information did come from a Fusion Center meeting of law enforcement officers.
 
Second, the report either offended or concerned three separate law enforcement officers, enough so that the
information was reported to where someone could get members of the legislature to look into the issue.
 
Third, the information turned out to be mostly true, gun rights groups meeting at H & H Gun Range were
thought to be of concern according to some report in the Fusion Center system regardless of the origination
of the information.
 
Fourth, this didn’t happen in a vacuum, the Fusion Center system had previously been involved in placing
the Oklahoma Bombing Commission in an extremist category.   If it quacks, it is a duck most of the time.
 
 
Fifth, the Oklahoma Information Fusion Center specifically states that they gather and retain information
based upon mere suspicion.  If that is a good enough standard for a professional law enforcement
organization then it is good enough for a grassroots group.
 
 “The OIFC may retain information that is based on mere suspicion, such as tips and leads.”
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After thinking about the controversy for several days here are the conclusions that we believe fit the facts.  
None of the three law enforcement officers did anything wrong other than perhaps the repeating of the
“militia meeting at H & H Gun Range” statement at the Oklahoma Fusion Center meeting.  The two
officers were concerned and did the right thing in blowing the whistle.  If the Oklahoma Information
Fusion Center got caught up in a scandal, it was because they are basically spying on people and their
entire system is so corrupt that they accept mere suspicion as good enough to place in a person’s dossier.  
I’m told that the guys down there are decent and have Oklahoma values so I would ask them two questions
if I had the chance
 
1.         How does it feel to have mere suspicions develop into an informal investigation?   How do you
think a taxpayer would feel it the same standard of information was used to pry into their life?
2.       Have you tracked down the person who made the “militias meeting at H & H Gun Range” and
verified exactly where the information came from?   Your own rules require the investigation of erroneous
information back to the source it came from.   Have you done this yet?
 
Here is a good interview with an expert on the subject of domestic spying on citizens and the pitfalls.
 
  I believe that the most obvious result of the Oklahoma Information Fusion Center will be the chilling
effect on activists.
 
I attended the High Noon Club on Friday and on my way out of the meeting I was approached by an off
duty OKC police officer.   He was concerned about the story, mentioning that he had invited a supervisor to
the High Noon Club a few weeks ago and had to go back to the guy and inform him of this “militia” report
that was circulating among law enforcement officers.  His concern was his security clearance and his
career.   A report that he was a member of a militia group would cost him his job.  I updated him on the
info we had at that time, which was that both the FBI and the OSBI were denying their part in the
controversy.  The officer also believed that things like this must be outed immediately and corrected.   He
agreed with our assessment that the two officers did the right thing in coming forward.
 
But, I have a favorite quote from Marcus Aurelius the stoic Roman Emperor who lived in the second
century A.D. where he speaks of seeing the true nature of things and using them in the best manner,
basically make lemonade out of lemons.   With that in mind we need to use this controversy to effect
change.
 
We should start by calling on Governor Mary Fallin to rescind her executive order that funded the
Oklahoma Information Fusion Center through the OSBI and properly allow the legislature to appropriate
the funds to continue participating in the Fusion Center system if the law enforcement profession believes it
to be of any value, if the legislators agree, and if we can properly prioritize our spending to allow for the
Fusion Center.   I wonder how it is even possible for the Governor to bypass the legislature on spending
money on this boondoggle.   The Brad Henry/Wayne Pettigrew spy camera system died because the
legislature wouldn’t let it through, how is this different?
 
E-mail: info@gov.ok.gov Local: (405) 521-2342 Or (918) 581-2801
 
Second, if the legislature wanted to defund the Fusion Center project, it could be completed in less than a
month.  Or at least the process could be well on the way in a month.  Therefore on March the 6th at 1:30
pm, the Sooner Tea Party will begin using the same criteria for information sources for our articles as the
Oklahoma Information Fusion Centers use for deciding to gather and retain information on Oklahomans.  
If we receive a report or rumor on any legislator, governor, or staff member then it will be treated as
suitable subject for public airing of the issue, regardless of the lack of documentation or the need for
multiple sources.   Like the Fusion Center rules state, we will identify the issue’s source as rumor if we
don’t have multiple sources or documentation but we will publish the story.  And lastly, on  March 6th at
1:30 pm will start our own SAR program, Suspicious Activity Report, where any sort of suspicious activity
or behavior by a legislator, the governor, or staff member will be sufficient reason for airing a potential
issue or concern.
 
Of course this enables us to use past reports were we couldn’t develop multiple source confirmation.  There
are some doozies out there on Mary Fallin that are just going to be a blast to expose!   I can see why
Governor Fallin decided to fund the fusion centers, this spying on people and the potential mayhem you
can create is amazing!
 
 
Controversies like this come in handy for smoking out the group leaders that are timid or not completely on
board.   The leader of OK2A became quite upset over the Sooner Tea Party airing the report of the militia
comments.   Multiple sources reported back, as did some of OK2A’s members, all of which wondered why
in the heck the leader was complaining!   Most said this is a gift to show that the groups are under attack
and that only happens if you are doing something productive.   But the most telling thing was the physical
reaction of the leaders of the two groups, the owner of the H & H Gun Range took this very seriously and
obviously rattled the folks at OSBI with his questioning.   That is what we need, men that are courageous

http://t.ymlp201.net/ewueanaeeysaiaweaiajbju/click.php
mailto:info@gov.ok.gov


enough to fight back and stand their ground!  The other group, OK2A actually sent me a text message on
Friday, two actually, asking “So do you realize how wrong that email was. (from the original OK2A
source)  Are you going to issue a correcrion? (sic)
 
 
 
 

 
Alliance for Vigilance Seminar

Set for Jan 12th & 13th
 
 
 
Michael Hoehn, the Washington D.C. leader that is coming to Edmond next Thursday and Friday offered a
preview of his two day seminar on “Understanding the Threat to America” that deals with the Muslim
Brotherhood threat to our country.  Here is a good video of one of the speakers, General Jerry Boykin. 
Here is a preview of the kind of information that will be covered.
 
In 2004, Ishmael El Barasse and his wife were arrested and the FBI raided their home located in Falls
Church, Virginia. In the basement, FBI Counter Terrorism Agents found a secret sub-basement that
contained the archives of the Muslim Brotherhood in America. The seized documents were classified until
federal prosecutors introduced them into evidence in the case of United States v. The Holy Land
Foundation, the largest terrorist-financing trial in the history of the U.S. When the documents were offered
into evidence, the defense attorney stipulated as to their admission, which is to say that the defendants
admitted that the documents were true and accurate and what they purported to be. In November of 2008, a
jury returned unanimous guilty verdicts on 108 separate counts.
 
The stated goal of the Muslim Brotherhood is to overthrow the government and replace the Constitution
with Shariah Law. One of the documents admitted into evidence contained the following quote: “The
(Muslim Brotherhood) must understand that their work in America is a kind of grand Jihad in eliminating
and destroying the Western civilization from within and “sabotaging” its miserable house by their
(our)hands ... “ CAIR, along with numerous other individuals and MB front organizations, was included in
the case as an unindicted co-conspirator.
 
Now, CAIR has invited Oklahoma legislators to their conference in March to indoctrinate them and get
them to do CAIR’s dirty work “by their hands.” It will be interesting to see how many RINOs attend. Stay
tuned here for a list of attendees. Shariah Law, coming soon to a neighborhood near you, courtesy of
CAIR.
Here is the flyer for the “Understanding the Threat to America” seminar on January 12-13.
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McCarville Report Blunders Again
 

 
Blunder:  to make a mistake through stupidity, ignorance, or carelessness

 
Ah, our boy Mike McCarville has been busy again.   Not that he is a young man by any means but some
are beginning to believe that Mike is entering doddery, or as more commonly known, the senile state.  Poor
Mike, like my grandfather told me once, getting old isn’t for sissies.
 
We’ve tried to just ignore Mike after we exposed his connections to the State Chamber of Commerce
advertising budget and his connection to Neva Hill, Speaker Kris Steele's campaign consultant. 
 
In a previous issue we responded to the McCarville Report’s erroneous statements and laid out the facts for
all to see.    A follow up article named “The Motivations of Mike McCarville” laid out the proof of State
Chamber of Commerce advertising dollars spent at the McCarville Report website, his close connection to
CMA Strategies, and his decades long connection to former partner Neva Hill who is the personal
campaign consultant for Speaker Kris Steele
 
 
After the two newsletters outed McCarville, there was complete silence from Mike for a few weeks.  
Thinking that his care taker had increased his meds or took away his internet access, we laid off Mike after
that hoping that he had learned his lesson.  Nope… it wasn’t long till Mike popped this doozy out of his…
hat… and posted it on his blog.
 
The organizer of the event, Lukus Collins, set the record straight on McCarville’s face book wall by posting
this comment:
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Campaign for Liberty is a 501C3 organization and due to its close association with Ron Paul at the
beginning of the organization, C4L leaders are prohibited from working closely with the Ron Paul
campaign.  We did loan the Ron Paul group our podium and other supplies from the Tea Party but the
501C3  requirement and a pre existing commitment to speak in McCloud that afternoon kept me from
attending.
 
Now we initially ignored the slur that McCarville manufactured out of whole cloth but after he attacked
again after Jan 1st we decided it was time to respond and set the record straight.  But it does offer an
opportunity for some fun with Mike, and being that we like to use ridicule to get our point across, here are
some tongue in cheek suggestions for Mike’s next blog posting:
 
(Warning! Do not open the link below if you are at an office computer!  It goes to a gay site where we
found Representative Jason Nelson signed up as a member!)
 

Mike McCarville Turned Down for Membership in NAMBLA
 
Sources inside the North American Man/Boy Love Association report that allege Oklahoma blogger Mike
McCarville has been rejected for membership in the NAMBLA organization.  A  NAMBLA spokes person
refused comment but inside sources provided a transcript of the board meeting where McCarville was
allegedly rejected.  The board member’s names were redacted to protect their privacy.
 
XXX, Board Member 1:    “Okay, next up on the agenda is the application of one Mike McCarville for
membership as a premium NAMBLA member.”
 
XXXX, Board Member 2:   “Oh, Mike is one of us?   Well, he writes an excellent political blog and is
influential in Oklahoma, but we do require a boy sponsor along with the man applicant.  Does he have a
boy sponsor?”
 
Staff member:  “Yes, we have listed Kris Steele as the boy sponsor.”
 
XXX, Board Member 3:    “Objection!    Kris Steele is no longer a boy!   And even if he was once a boy,
how many men is the little tart going to be allowed to sponsor?”
 
Board Member 2:   “Now wait a minute Guy, not only does Kris have the perfect last name for a boy
sponsor, he is influential in Oklahoma and might help us get  Oklahoma’s antiquated consent laws that are
criminalizing adult sexual involvement with minors.  He helped the transvestites and the Muslims so who is
to say he won’t help out?  His soft on crime bill last year will let our peope out of jail after only 90 days so
we should consider being nice to Kris."
 
Board Member 1:   “Now Earl, Guy, calm down!  Let’s see if we can find a compromise on this!  Guy, you
know that our real purpose is to corrupt innocents and the most vulnerable, right?  You’d agree with that?”
 
Board Member3:   “Well Glen, I’m not sure anyone would call that little hussy “innocent”!”
 
Board Member 2:   “Guy, you have to admit that Kris has those innocent eyes, right?  And he does meet
the vulnerable part with that whole leg thing, right?   Don’t you think that this is really about that billion
dollar bond issue that Kris convinced you to lead on?”
 
Board Member3:   “That is the problem, Glen; the little twink led me on!”



 
Board Member 1:  “Now, Guy!  Compose yourself and dry those eyes.  It isn’t manly to cry.   Do we need
to bust you back to boy status again this month?  Daddy spank, Guy!   Daddy spank!”
 
The transcript ends there according to our source, claiming that “the boyish Jason Nelson” arrived for his
“meeting” with the board.   Allegedly Representative Nelson had been rejected in his bid for membership
due to his membership at a gay website (see comment #9 at this link).   The revelation outraged several
board members, one of which stated:  “We are not gay!  We are pedophiles!  This is as bad as the State
Chamber leaders trying to join!”   Allegedly Representative Nelson caused quite a stir with his Michael
Jackson costume, worn in a bid to increase his chances on his re application.
 
If that one wasn’t funny, try out this one for your next blog posting Mike:
 

Mike McCarville Loses Pulitzer Prize Race
 
 
Oklahoma blogger Mike McCarville of the McCarville Report was allegedly kicked out of the running for
the 2012 Pulitzer Prize after committee staff reported on McCarville’s new web site design.   Staff
researchers called the new website design “amateurish” and one made the comment “it looks like a
pederasty designed cat house”.  Another asked “What happened to the Gold Standard of Political Blogs
saying in the header?”
 
Okay, I’ll be serious for a while…  Sorry guys, all in good fun.  For us anyway…
 
Mike McCarville’s next attack came in the form of a story on the top headlines of 2010.   Amazingly,
within five seconds of the start of the story according to one activist that commented on the article, was an
attack on the Sooner Tea Party involvement in the 2010 Oklahoma City Council race:
 
 
Pollster Pat McFerron: “Might not be the biggest – but one that is overlooked…I would cast a vote for the
repudiation of the Al  Gerhart Tea Party extremists in the OKC City Council races.  The unholy alliance of
firefighters and Tea Party extremists not only were soundly defeated by Meg Salyer, but their one anti-
MAPs III voice was unseated by a first time candidate, David Greenwell.”
 
Ouch!   Or maybe not if you are aware of the facts in that race and McFerron’s place of employment!
 
Pat McFerron is the “M” in CMA Strategies.  CMA, the RINO consulting firm responsible for the
Oklahoma MAPS III campaign, the same firm that grew out of the old CHS consulting firm which RINO
Congressman Tom Cole founded.  After Cole was elected to Congress, CHS turned into CMA.  And who
presented the latest “polling” results at the Shawnee Republican caucus meeting?  CMA Strategies of
course, because they are the State Chamber of Commerce’s political consulting firm.
 
McFerron is the CMA partner that actually holds the State Chamber of Commerce contract for public
relations and lobbying.  Am I alone in thinking that a journalist should disclose the associations of a quoted
source?  Poor Reid Mullins was given just two sentences in McCarville’s rush to start earning his State
Chamber pay!
 
But at the bottom of the article was the longest quote of all, from an “Anonymous Capitol Insider”.   The
quote was three to four times longer than the next two longest posts so it was an important quote for Mike
McCarville’s article.  And who was this “Anonymous Capitol Insider”?  None other than the current
political consultant for Speaker Kris Steele and the decades long friend and former partner of Mike
McCarville, Neva Hill.  How do we know this?  Because Neva Hill gave the same word for word info at a
yearend wrap up for political insiders at a restaurant on North Lincoln Blvd.  Among those attending were
Fount Holland, Pat McFerron, and Ben Odom.   Don’t bother guys, you’ll never guess who our source was
that attended your meeting.
 
Okay, Mike McCarville outright hid the connection between Neva Hill, McFerron, and himself but what
about the facts of what McFerron was paid to say?
 
First off he left off the police union in his description of the “unholy alliance” between firefighters and the
Tea Party.  Second he neglected to mention that a sleepy, $10,000 campaign budget city council race was
turned into a multimillion dollar battle after the Sooner Tea Party endorsed three candidates.   Also
unmentioned was the Oklahoman attack on Windsor Hills Baptist Church, the church of two of the
candidates.  The Oklahoman pulled out all the stops and actually claimed in a sub headline that Windsor
Hills Church was training children to use automatic weapons!  If you bothered to read the story, you found
out on page five or six that a Department of Wildlife Game Warden conducted a firearms safety class for
kids that included the Game Warden demonstrating a M-16.  Also unmentioned was the first time use in
Oklahoma City history of TV ads for the city council race, a massive turnout many times the norm, and a
robo call by former Governor Brad Henry in support of the RINO candidates!
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And does this sound incredible, that a statewide newspaper would print an outright lie on their front page?  
Here is the first few sentences of the article from their own website:
 
 
Activities of council candidates' church draw criticism
 
By Michael Baker and John Estus
Published: February 27, 2011
 
Two Oklahoma City Council candidates attend a church observers have criticized for flying the
Confederate flag, making political commentary from the pulpit and training children to use automatic
weapons at a church camp.
Windsor Hills Baptist Church's activities have been described as radical by critics who fear it could
influence city council decisions if its members are elected Tuesday.
 
Uh, did you read that fine print on who was one of the authors?  John Estus, as in the current PR flack for
Speaker Kris Steele?   Get used to the idea that a good portion of the people that join politics, journalism,
and even grass roots organizations will sell out at some point.  They call this the “exit strategy”.
 
But wait a minute.   Stupid me, I had assumed that John Estus went from working for the Oklahoman to
working for the House of Representatives as Speaker Steele’s Press Secretary.   That was announced on our
favorite doddering blogger, Mike McCarville on April 29th of 2011th of 2011.   But if you look at some of
the stories that Estus was writing, they supported Speaker Steele’s agenda even when Estus was still
employed by the Oklahoman.
 
Let’s look at more connections.  John Estus has a close personal friend, Paul Monies, also a former reporter
for the Oklahoman  Monies left in September 2011 and went to work in Washington D.C.   His wife,
Jennifer Monies, also a former Oklahoman reporter, is a senior vice president of Communications at the
State Chamber of Commerce, basically their P.R flack.   John Estus and Paul Monies were assigned by
Oklahoman editors to do a few of the hit pieces on conservative Republicans.

Oklahoma Senate scraps part of corrections policy bill  
BY JOHN ESTUS jestus@opubco.com
Published: April 21, 2011
The Senate on Wednesday sent House Speaker Kris Steele 's corrections policy measure back to the House
after scrapping one of its key components.  House Bill 2131 passed 44-3 after senators removed its
proposal to change the state's default criminal sentencing structure from consecutive to concurrent terms. 
Sen. Patrick Anderson, R-Enid , the bill's Senate author, said he reluctantly removed the concurrent s...

There are many more examples of where Estus wrote stories on Steele’s prison reform plan and other
House leadership issues.   As a reporter that worked the Capitol beat this is unavoidable but how do we
know when Estus’s loyalties switched from the reader of his employer’s newspaper to Speaker Steele?  
Did he slant stories to land a well paying state job?  Is it ethical for a professional to switch sides without
calling into question where his loyalties lie?
 
Repudiation of the Sooner Tea Party? 
 
How about the RINOs buying the election outright and perhaps some members of the media along with it?
   The police and firefighter unions are allies in some of our goals, valuable allies.  They know that having
the resources to pay their members requires the city to prioritize spending on true governmental
responsibilities and we agree with them on that.   Political experts did notice that while two sides spent
millions in the battle, the Sooner Tea Party spent around $100 along with a few hundred volunteer hours.
 
Now, we all know that the citizens didn’t win in that election, but if there was a winner it was the Sooner
Tea Party by forcing a confrontation that cost them very little and drained the war chests of the RINOs. 
One of our heroes and role models is George Washington who won very few battles but eventually drained
the resources of the British Army and won the final battle.  So I would have just one thing to say to Pat
McFerron, a phrase that I must borrow from one of my favorite Sooner Tea Party supporters:
 

“Idiot!”
 
 

Mike McCarville struck yet again today with his post on the Sunday Oklahoman edition on Speaker
Steele’s last legislative session.   Mike got his licks in, but it was a different kind of lick that he gives the
posteriors of the State Chamber paymasters, writing that:
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“…the self-appointed leader of the Sooner Tea Party claims there will be an effort to remove Steele as
speaker. To do so would require Democrats joining with dissident Republicans, and few observers see that
happening.”
 
First off Mike, “self appointed”?   The story “The Motivations of Mike McCarville”explains just how I
came to lead the Sooner Tea Party.   And if I was going to infer that someone was a not a legitimate leader,
I would hesitate to do so given that the state’s largest newspaper basically credited the Sooner Tea Party as
being behind the effort to oust Speaker Steele.   We will cover the Oklahoman article in a bit.
 
So enough of Mike’s ethical and journalistic failings, let’s see how Mike is reacting to our responses.   We
would agree that what someone says versus what they actually do speaks volumes to their true opinion,
right?
 
First off is the sudden change in McCarville’s website after we made the comment about his blog being the
gold standard of blogs cause that is what it takes to buy his services.  McCarville has shifted off the gold
standard of journalistic ethics for the purpose of inflating certain stories and devaluing others.  How long
before it takes a wheelbarrow full of McCarville blogs postings to buy a loaf of bread?
 
Almost immediately after our comment on the gold standard, as fast as Representative Ron Peters slurping
up a spilled drink, McCarville’s blog heading changed:
 

 
Suddenly the “The Gold Standard of Political Blogs” heading was gone and replaced with “Named
Oklahomas Top Political Blog by Stateside Associates”
 
Stateside Associates?  A large national lobbyist firm with a large list of business clients.
 
 
Is anyone thinking that this lobbyist firm is going to be objective or will they throw scraps to the dogs that
lick their hand? 
 
Finally, the top news story article where McCarville hid the identity of Neva Hill despite her comments
being the largest contribution to the article shows that McCarville understands that he has been busted.  I
feel some sympathy for the old fart, he is sick and maybe dying according to articles from his online
blathering and there is no doubt that some extra money is needed.  That said, selling out is a piss poor way
to end a respectable career in journalism; were I he I would prefer to go out clean without trashing my
legacy and ruining my good name.  But we advocate freedom so I suppose Mike will chose his own path.
 
 

 
NAGR

 
I always start off talking about NAGR, the National Association for Gun Rights, as  one of those groups
that constantly asks for money  with their email system and gets some heat for their fund raising requests
but they are the hard core political fighters that are willing to take the gloves off and fight like we do in the
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Sooner Tea Party.   Not only does that but their fundraising system works on a national scale and they do
some good work, it just rubs some people the wrong way.    I do support them 100%.
 
  We do not have a state chapter of NAGR because of the lack of a suitable leader willing to spend the
time needed to organize the state but there are thousands of NAGR members in Oklahoma.  If you know
anyone that is pro Second Amendment and has leadership skills and the time, please get them in touch with
us.  No need to be the perfect candidate, even an interim leader would help.  If you can talk to people about
the 2nd Amendment they will do fine.  If someone more suited shows up, the interim leader can help out.
 
We need a decent gun rights group in Oklahoma.   One that will actually fight instead of trying to make
friends at the Capitol in some vain hope that they can educate our constitutional rights back.   We need to
start vetting candidates and get them endorsed by NAGR for the 2012 elections.
 
 

 
Pressure Building on Ousting

Speaker Steele
 

Last week  Oklahoman reporter Michael McNutt called and we talked a bit.   Some of the info wound up in
an article on Speaker Kris Steele’s last legislative session.   Here is the relevant part for our purposes:
 
Al Gerhart, chairman of the Sooner Tea Party, has sent emails to legislators indicating that some House
Republicans would team with Democrats to oust Steele as speaker.
 
“The (designated) speaker's race really was the breaking point,” Gerhart said. “Rank-and-file Republicans
are looking at this.”
 
Asked if he thought his tenure as speaker would end prematurely, Steele said, “I don't anticipate that it
will.”
 
The 31 House Democrats likely would have to join Republicans to oust Steele. House Minority Leader
Scott Inman, D-Del City, said he was unaware of any effort among his members to remove Steele.
 
“I would hope that we could avoid that kind of acrimony,” Inman said. “We care about good government
and we want leadership that will move the state forward, not lead us down a path we don't believe will be
best for the state. So as long as Speaker Steele chooses the path that we believe is best for the state of
Oklahoma, we'll be there to support him.”
“As an individual and as a leader, we believe in him and hope that he'll do what's right for the state.”

Now pay attention to exactly what Scott Inman said.   He says he “hopes” the acrimony can be avoided,
but they won’t be led down a path they don’t like.    Then “as long as” Steele chooses the right path they
will support him.   Inman ends by “hoping” Steele will do the right thing.   Inman is positioning his party,
basically telling Speaker Steele that he is bent over a barrel by his own caucus and if he wants to save his
position, it is squeal like a pig in deliverance time!
 
Now understand what Speaker Steele’s abysmal leadership skills have caused, he has split the Republican
Party in the House and basically has to give control to the Democrats to keep his position.   Why has this
come about?  Not because of conservative Republicans or the Sooner Tea party, but because Speaker Kris
Steele and the rest of House leadership will not follow the Oklahoma Republican Party Platform.
 
Michael McNutt did a good job on getting my quotes right in the story but he might have attributed the “I
don't anticipate that it will.” Comment to Kris Steele rather than to me because I had made a similar
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comment that stated that Steele was more likely to be emasculated by changing the House rules, a position
I’ve made clear in several newsletter articles.     Of course the story painted Speaker Steele as a saint, this
is the Oklahoman editors in charge no doubt.
 
 

Representative Bennett Fundraiser
 Set for Jan 12th

 

 
 
I’ll be there, might be late because I am also attending the Edmond event but it is important to support
Repesentative John Bennett.   This guy stood up like a lion and fought all year.  An outstanding freshman
legislator that refused to back down or betray his constituents and he fought for all of Oklahoma.   No



matter where you live in the state you should contribute to his campaign for 2012.  
 
 I’ll be leaving for Sallisaw Thursday afternoon around 3:00 pm, call me if you want to send a donation to
him.   Remember the rules, over $50 requires John to furnish your name, address, occupation, and who you
work for.  Checks are best, no corporate checks please, they aren’t allowed.  Or contact John’s office and
get his mailing address and mail him your donation.
 
 
 

 
David Prater Investigation,

What Is Going On?
 
 

 
Christmas came late for Oklahoma County citizens on January 3rd when we received our first bit of new
intelligence on the David Prater investigation.  The investigation started in mid October with a set of
documents provided to the Sooner Tea Party that included an affidavit claiming that Oklahoma County
District Attorney David Prater had violated Oklahoma campaign finance and reporting laws during his
2006 election.

 
Accompanying the affidavit were documents suggesting that numerous David Prater campaign donors, a
former director of the CLEET organization, and a former Governor’s grandson had all escaped justice due
to Prater’s refusal to file charges or his attempts to drag the legal process out past the statute of limitations.
 
We first reported on the story on October 23rd, published a follow up story on October 27th and sent out
dozens of information packets to the media around the state containing redacted copies of the affidavit, the
supporting documentation, and a short description of our investigation.  We began receiving calls from
reporters asking about the OSBI investigation that was initiated by Attorney General Scott Pruitt three days
after we broke the story.  The media had been aware of the story for about a year but they claim they didn’t
have sufficient proof to publish the story.  The business owner that was a witness wasn’t talking to the
media and the Attorney General’s office didn’t have enough facts to move forward, so the story was a
risky one being that the media depended on the good graces of the D.A. for information.
 
Read the October 27th Special Edition newsletter for more details on the massive trail of corruption and
influence peddling.
 
 
We figured something serious was afoot because had the state wanted to whitewash the issue, they would
have cleared Prater quickly and reported it in a matter of days if not weeks.   It has been over two months
since the investigation began,  more than enough time to present the matter to a multi county Grand Jury,
and let the Grand Jury do its work.   .
 
The silence was broken though when we received information from a public defender on January 3rd then
on January 4th a separate confirmation from a highly placed Oklahoma County Courthouse official.   It
seems that during the investigation into Prater’s campaign donations that the Sooner Tea Party sparked also
brought up that there were possible irregularities with tens of thousands of dollars in campaign donations
that might have been converted for personal use.  Given the lack of information, no one knows what is
really going on but the OSBI, Prater, and Pruitt.
 
A total of five separate sources provided the Sooner Tea Party information on the OSBI investigation,
ranging from a story about a sealed indictment and a court date set for January 30th to a report that the
OSBI wasn’t done with their investigation.   Four of the reports stated that a multi county grand jury had
been given the information but we are not alleging that at this time.  We aren’t alleging anything about the
investigation other than the rumor mill is working overtime.
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Bad government and corruption can only flourish in secrecy.   It takes a disengaged citizenry and a corrupt
or intimidated media for the corruption to be self sustaining.   The Sooner Tea Party is certain that if we
ever expect to hold Washington D.C. accountable then we must first cleanup our state and local
governments.   Oklahoma County District Attorney David Prater appears to have possibly put himself
above the law, prosecuted conservative legislators using questionable charges, and pandered to the NAACP
by charging a man who was protecting his place of employment.  Jerome Ersland certainly was not
blameless in his actions but he was held to an extremely high standard for a man placed in a situation
where many of us might not have had the presence of mind to act correctly. Including Ersland, there were a
total of four murder convictions from that pharmacy shooting.   I ask you how it is possible for four people
to be responsible for murder especially if one of them was being robbed.
 
 If there is justice and David Prater is indicted and convicted for crimes, his cell ought to be right next door
to Jerome Ersland, or better yet, Prater should share a cell with Emanuel Mitchell.   Mitchell was one of
the men convicted of sending the two teenage robbers into Jerome Ersland’s work place.  
 
Now over two months ago Attorney General Scott Pruitt promised to act if there was a hint of wrongdoing
and promised to investigate quickly and release the report.   District Attorney David Prater also made
promises to release any investigative report and comment on it himself.  It is time for one of the three
parties to come forward and let the public know that justice is being served.    There are serious allegations
of campaign finance fraud as well as serious signs of a pay to play scheme or justice for sale in Oklahoma
County.   Justice demands that the citizens be kept up to date and informed if the OSBI has finished their
investigation or if the matter has indeed been turned over to a Multi County Grand Jury.
 
 
 
The bigger story here though is the growing power of the Sooner Tea Party.   Our organization has become
known for being incorruptible, fearless, and persistent in our efforts to clean up politics.  We have a
dedicated team of researchers and allies, have developed outstanding sources deep within state and local
government offices, and have attracted a growing number of financial supporters and grassroots activists. 
A tipping point is near that when reached will unleash renewed cooperation between the Oklahoma
grassroots organizations and when that day arrives, it will be the beginning of the end of special interest
dominated politics in Oklahoma.
 
And a final note on the County situation.   Reports have been circulating since late spring on a possible
Oklahoma County elected official being involved with a pay for play scheme with County contractors.  
There is also a separate charge involving embezzlement from a nonprofit foundation created for the benefit
of an injured officer.  We are watching things closely and investigating where possible and will update you
if the information gets solidly confirmed.

 
 
 

 
Oh My God, the Tea Party is

 Building a Newspaper!
 

 
Not intending to be blasphemous but that is going to be the reaction from the politicians when they

hear that the Tea Party is organizing a series of local newspapers around the state.   As we hold

our elected officials accountable, as we hold our grassroots organizations accountable, so should

we hold the media accountable for their refusal or inability to publish the stories of corruption and

outright special interest control of our state and local governments.  If there is not a responsible

newspaper in the area, we will start one.

 
The newspaper will have humble beginnings and will be rolled out in the five largest counties

starting with Tulsa County at the end of January.   This will not be the usual local newspaper; it will

be more of a water cannon that can be used to hose down the worst of the RINOs, exposing their

voting record, allowing the public to finish the job in the primaries and general election.   The

newspapers will be organized by county, saturating the majority of homes in the House districts



that have RINO legislators.

 

The content will be directed toward the vast majority of citizens that are not aware of the massive

corruption in state and local government, with information suited to those important baby steps

toward becoming a constitutional conservative voter.   The job of further educating those new

conservatives will be up to the local grassroots organizations in the area and we intend to partner

with those organizations that are willing to fight for our state and the future of our children.

 
The newspaper will be self sustaining through local advertising specific to that district and regional

advertisers.  Advertising costs will range from $300 for a full page ad down to $40 for a business

card size ad and will reach a minimum of 20,000 citizens per House district whether they are

voters are not.  First and foremost the advertising will be a good value for the businesses that

support the newspaper.  

 

We are looking for local activists in Oklahoma, Tulsa, Payne, Cleveland, and Comanche County

that are willing to help with local interest stories and research.  There will be no pay for volunteer

reporters and writers as every dime will be used to increase the reach of the newspaper, but the

volunteers will have the satisfaction of having the local elected officials held accountable.

  Delivery volunteers will be paid though.  If the newspaper succeeds perhaps someday we can

convert to a paid staff.

 

Contact us at Soonerteaparty@gmail.com if you are interested in volunteering, delivering, or

advertising.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
.
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in your

email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who else got the

email.

 

Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:

 

Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  

 

Here is the Senate Directory

 

Here is the House Directory
 
 
Don't forget the Wednesday night work parties starting at 4 pm.  Get involved; help us hammer the

bad politicians until they become good politicians.  This Wednesday we are going back to work

Representative Jason Nelson's House district.

  

Call 405-412-6233 for more info.

  

Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to prevent someone from

taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent being

accidently  unsubscribed.

  

Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call costs.  We are

tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to

clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
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Powered by YMLP

mailto:Soonerteaparty@gmail.com
http://t.ymlp201.net/eweqacaeeysaoawearajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp201.net/eweyagaeeysaoaweakajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp201.net/ewmsalaeeysanawearajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp201.net/ewmuavaeeysaiaweadajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp201.net/ewmeakaeeysagaweaxajbju/click.php
http://ymlp201.net/ugmuyesygsgjbjuguhqy
http://ymlp201.net/m/


From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Oklahoma County GOP Corruption Beaten Back by Ron Paul Supporters
Date: Monday, March 12, 2012 9:58:00 AM

 

 
 

PUSHING FALLIN'S AGENDA
DO THEY KNOW WHAT THEY ARE DOING?

 
By R.H.

 
Editors note:  This story was originally seven pages long and about as well written as one could ask but the length demanded trimming down. 
However, if you want a really in depth look at the consequences of this bill please read the entire unabridged story here.
House Bill 3061 is one of the most confusing pieces of legislation I have ever seen. The history of this bill is enough to leave one’s head spinning.
This is the bill that Speaker Steele is pushing for the Governor on Tax reform. It was originally referred to the Rules Committee on February 7,
2012. It was withdrawn from the Rules Committee, for reasons unknown, on February 20, 2012, and given to the Appropriations and Budget
Committee. The Appropriations and Budget Committee amended it and passed it out of committee on February 28, 2012 recommending a do pass.
On March 1, 2012, the Bill picked up a Co-Author, Senator Jolley, as a principal author in the Senate. That same day the bill was “Emergency
Remove” from consideration. I was unable to find out why it was removed.
 
Not listed in the history of the bill is on the very next day, March 2, 2012, a floor version of the bill was introduced on the floor. No explanation as
to where this “floor version” came from or who wrote it. It was amended from the version approved by the Appropriations and Budget Committee.
It's a full page longer. You can read the bill here: .
 
This bill is similar in nature to HB 3038, which has also advanced to the house floor. There are major differences though. This bill is slanted
towards the upper class and has no set dates whereas HB 3038 is un-biased as to class and has set dates. We will go through them in detail in this
article. You can read HB 3038 here:
 
As stated earlier, this bill was “Emergency Remove” on March 1, 2012. Without a vote of the committee, the floor version of the bill was
submitted on March 2, 2012. How can Speaker Steele get away with this violation of rules?
Section 1. “A new section of law not to be codified in the Oklahoma Statutes reads as follows:” This is very suspicious. How can you create new
law and not have it codified in the statutes of the States laws? It can’t be done. Should this law be passed with this wording, it would have no
standing.
 
Section 4.B. In part “and ending not later than December 31, 2012, a tax is hereby imposed”.
 
1.      Single individuals and married individuals filing separately:
(g) 5.25% tax on the remainder for the 2009 and subsequent tax years ending not later than December 31, 2012.
These same rates apply for married couples filing jointly, only you must double the dollar figure. This is a significant tax cut. As it goes back to the
tax year of 2009, you should also be able to file an amended return and receive an additional return from the state.
 
Section 4.C. In part “Nonresident Aliens. There shall be a tax imposed on nonresident aliens --- a tax of eight percent (8%) instead of thirty percent
(30%)”.
 
Section 4.D. Corporations In part “ beginning after December 31, 1989, a tax is hereby imposed --- in amount equal to six percent (6%) thereof.”
This is a disgrace. This code hasn't changed in twenty-three years.
 
Section 4.E. Certain Foreign Corporations. In part “ In lieu of the tax imposed in subsection C-- there shall be imposed on foreign corporations, as
defined in the Internal Revenue Code, a tax of six percent (6%) instead of thirty (30%)”. Now if foreign corporations can get a tax break, why can't
American owned companies get a tax break?
 
Section 4.G. Tax rate tables. In part “For all taxable years beginning after December 31, 2012, in lieu of the tax imposed by Section 2 of this Act
there is hereby imposed for each taxable year on the taxable income of every individual, whose taxable income for such taxable year does not
exceed the ceiling amount ----- tables which shall be determined by the tax commission.” In other words, it's a crap shoot.
 
Section 6 AMENDATORY O.S. 2011, Section 2357.22, is amended to read as follows:
 
Section 2357.22.A. In part “beginning after January 1, 2013, and ending not later than December 31, 2014, there shall be allowed a onetime credit
against the income tax”
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1.      for investments in qualified clean-burning motor vehicle fuel property placed in service after December 31, 201
4.      In part “Property which is directly related to the compression and delivery of natural gas from a private home”
 
In other words, they have eliminated all tax credits but one for electric cars. They are encouraging the use of natural gas conversion. That's
understandable. ONG will install a fueling station in your home at no cost, provided you already have gas service. Natural gas is one thing we have
an abundant supply of.
 
Section 7 AMENDATORY 68 O.S. 2011 Section 2358 is amended to read as follows:
 
Section 2358 A.1. In part “ There shall be added interest income on obligations of any state or political subdivision thereto which is not otherwise
exempted pursuant to other laws”. They certainly want to cover all bases. Tax whatever they can.
 
If you are like a lot of the rural farm workers, young teen agers, college students and people just setting out on their own this bill is a disaster. This
bill will truly give the Democratic Party an issue to run on in the fall. It benefits the wealthy and middleclass first, while placing the burden on the
poor and those just setting out on the road of life. By cutting taxes on those who are single and making over thirty five thousand dollars
($35,000.00) and those who are married and making over seventy thousand dollars ($70,000.00) you place the tax burden on the poor. That burden
is lengthened by not placing any sure dates on implementing these tax cuts, but by arbitrarily placing a five percent (5%) growth minimum on state
revenue before a cut can be given. This will ensure the upper classes will see some if not all cuts, while the lower wage earners will be lucky to see
any.
 
One thing is glaringly missing from this package going before the House. That is a Fiscal Report. Where is the fiscal report that should have been
completed after all these changes made by the Speaker where submitted to the floor. After all they were submitted without a vote.
 
Speaker Steele this is another blatant attempt by you to gain favor with the Governor by pushing her pet project. Senator Jolley, you're just trying to
gain favor with the State Chamber of Commerce. After all you need some campaign money. Governor Fallin, how dare you propose such an
audacious, despicable plan. You were elected to represent the people of Oklahoma. Not just the middle class and the rich. Look after the people
who really need it for a change. Let the Speaker and Senator Jolley know that unless there are major changes to this bill, you will veto it. By major
changes I mean the first to receive the tax cuts are those making less than thirty five thousand ($35,000.00) dollars a year. They are the ones that
need it.
 
Those of you in both chambers of the legislature should demand accountability of Speaker Steele and Senator Jolley. Demand a new Fiscal Impact
Statement be prepared by the Tax Commission. Demand the little guy get the tax breaks first. Demand these changes, or vote no on this bill. We
will be watching.
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GOP Convention Battles Continue

 
 

Cheryl Williams, the State Committee Woman for Oklahoma County made a great post on her face book page that covered
the battle at the Oklahoma County Convention on March 3rd.  Having an insider be so bold as to set the record straight is
amazing, and it speaks volumes for Cheryl’s courage and integrity.  The comments posted in response to her article were
illuminating as well and the information stung some of the RINOs that have worked so hard to keep the Republican Party
from integrating newcomers or following the wonderful 2011 State GOP Party Platform.
 
Here is another link to read the article if the facebook page isn't up.
 
That wasn’t the end of the fallout over the Oklahoma County Convention battle as several counties circled the wagons and
excluded Ron Paul supporters in fear of having their corruption exposed.
 

 
First up to bat was Steven Taylor, the County Chair of Bryan County.  Stephen took the equally bold approach of telling
Ron Paul supporters that they simply wouldn’t be allowed to be a delegate to the District or State conventions based upon
the fight at the Oklahoma County Convention.  Taylor specifically mentioned the name of the Ron Paul State Director,
stating that the Ron Paul organization was just too “pushy”.
 
Once word got back to the campaign, State Chairman Matt Pinnell was given the information along with the phone number
of one of those Republicans that were excluded based upon their support of Ron Paul. 
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Rule 3 a of the 2011 State GOP Rules calls the right to participate is sacred and inviolate.  The rule explicitly states that
the abridgement or willful disregard of this right is sufficient grounds for the removal of any officer or committee
member.  The rule is quite specific and explicit on this matter and the rule is front and center, not buried in the back of the
rules.  Obviously those who formulated the rules understood that without this protection the Republican party would
become corrupt and wither.  One could say that those that wrote the rule understood human nature better than most.

 
So it was with much surprise that after the Ron Paul Campaign called for the dismissal of Steven Taylor that nothing was
done right away.  Indeed all that occurred was one of the women that complained got a nasty and intimidating phone call
from Steven Taylor:  
 
Al thank you for standing up for my sister and I,  we are both so new and still learning so it's nice that we have you,  not
letting them pull the wool over our eyes!
 
Stephen Taylor called my sister this afternoon and chewed on her butt pretty good, as though it was our fault. Said he
would be calling me next!    I am a little scared am not gonna lie, I am not for confrontation but I guess I better hurry up
and get over that!  It's just so sad that we have to fight them too; we just wanted to have our voice heard, to be involved. 
Well anyway thank you again Al.   Your one courageous man!  I guess I will wait now for Stephen to call and chew on my
butt!  ; )
 
State Chair Matt Pinnell did offer to seat both ladies as delegates on the Bryan County, an offer that was initially refused
due to the intimidating tactics of Bryan County Chair Stephen Taylor.  After some reflection and assurances that the Ron
Paul Campaign would stand behind them, the two ladies accepted State Chair Matt Pinnell’s offer.
 
To: "matt@okgop.com" matt@okgop.com
Subject: Delegates for Bryan county
 
Matt I just spoke with my sister and she was FURIOUS at me for saying no to delegates so YES please have Stephen
Taylor add us delegates.   I was kinda on the spot this morning wasn't sure what she wanted me to do but.  We are both
confirmed we want to be delegates and maybe Spencer since Stephen Taylor left him out in the cold too.
Thank you so much
Bryan county
Cxxxx Axxxx
 
But allowing two people to reclaim their right to participate doesn’t erase the early stain of excluding Republicans based
on their support for a particular candidate nor does it erase the basic fact that Bryan County Chair Steven Taylor refused to
include other Ron Paul supporters after they contacted him at the precinct meetings to be included as a delegate.   All that
Bryan County can offer as an excuse is that their Chair selected 19 delegates and called for a vote to accept the slate of
delegates. But once again the State GOP Rules are violated.  Rule 16 h declares that all delegates are to be elected at the
precinct level and specified as either “Open” delegations or “Delegate/Alternates”.   Here is another Bryan County
Republican that didn't get to be a delegate thanks  to  Chairman Stephen Taylor:
 
Hi Cxxxx,
I haven't heard anything from him.  The evening of the party meeting he took down names and said something about they
normally had to call people to be delegates for the county.  Sounded ignorant then but I really didn't want to point that out
to him since he didn't seem to understand the process himself to make sense.  Anyway, as I remember I gave him my name
and number and haven't heard anything.
~spencer
 
 
And another email expressing the dismay of being disrespected:
 
Al,
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I will call Matt this morning, and i will email a few other people from first meeting that wanted to be delegates, but I'm
certain to no avail.  They kinda say one thing and do another. So I'm sure even if they put us on delegate list at this point
we would not have enough people to vote us as a delegate, but guess that doesn't mean we should be EXCLUDED!  There
were five at first* meeting including my sister and I that were asking about delegate process. And obviously got no
answers from Stephen .    I did call my sister this morning so she could send you a letter of what was said between her and
Stephen Taylor yesterday   Both her and I are leaving town tomorrow so I may not have contact with you until Monday in
case you call or send email and I don't respond.   Thank you so much!
 
*State Chairman Matt Pinnell did respond to these emails and noted in surprise that according to the email complaint that
there were now five Republicans excluded from the process in Bryan County rather than the two that I first brought to his
attention.  Only three have been in contact so far.
 
Furthermore, Rule 5 b specifically states that the precinct committee (Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary-Treasurer) is the
supreme Republican authority for the precinct and no one other than the precinct committee may remove a qualified
delegate from the county convention.  Bryan County bypassed all of this by selecting individuals to represent their county
rather than holding precinct meetings to elect the delegates.
 
Bryan County GOP Chair Stephen Taylor claims that they called for anyone to ask to be a delegate before voting on the
list of 19 that he had picked and no one spoke up.   Few would speak up after being told that they wouldn’t be allowed to
participate nor would they speak up after asking several times to be a delegate and not making the list of 19.  I would say
that they had been humiliated enough by Chairman Taylor to have the nerve to stand up in front of a crowd and beg for
their rights.
 
Bryan County has been on our radar  before after a straw poll rules were changed after the poll had been closed and
allegations were made by other attendees of various irregularities during one of their meetings.
 
 Below is an email and some notes taken by one of the Bryan County ladies:
 
Dear Al,
 
Cxxxx  asked me to put together a letter referencing the interaction of the phone conversations and the two meetings I
attended at the Bryan County GOP meetings.  Please see my statements and previous notes below and let me know if you
have further questions or if I can be of additional assistance.  I appreciate your looking into the matter.
 
First Meeting:
I attended the Bryan Count GOP meeting on Feb 6th at the Nazarene Church located in Durant, OK.  In attendance was
the chairman Stephen Taylor, myself and at least 25 other attendees with the meeting lasting about 90 minutes and
included a speaker from the Oklahoma Watch dog organization. In addition to the Oklahoma Watch Dog speaker the other
discussions covered included state and local business issues related to Oklahoma.
 
 At the end of the meeting I spoke with Mr. Taylor the GOP Chairman asking about information on how to become a Ron
Paul delegate. In response, Mr. Taylor told me that he would have to check into that and that there were 6 delegates done
taken and that there was 19 total delegates for our county.  I am new to the process of becoming a GOP delegate and was
unaware that the delegate packets were to be issued at this meeting.
 It has been 6 days since the meeting and I have not heard back from the GOP chairman in regards to the information or
packet in becoming a GOP delegate.  I am inquiring on what steps I should take in regards to the meeting held on Feb 6th
and any other further action I can take to become a GOP delegate?
Phone Interaction:
I asked Stephen Taylor on our first meeting that I attended (Feb 6th) on how to become a GOP delegate and he stated he
would have to get back to me. I never heard back from Stephen on the issue and while researching and trying to
understand the process I began trying to research the GOP rules and found that I should be coordinating with my precinct
chair.
 
 I called the Bryan County election clerk who referred me back to Stephen Taylor.  Stephen Taylor never followed up with
me on the questions concerning the GOP delegate information so on March 1st or 2nd I phoned Stephen to see if the
Bryan County GOP party had a precinct chairman for my precinct and I gave him the number of my precinct and he asked
if that was Bryan Co, I said yes he said he would have to get back to me and Stephen never got back with me on
information on the GOP delegate or information concerning the precinct chairman.
 
Second Meeting:
On March 5th me and my sister Cxxxx Axxxxx attended the GOP county convention meeting, we walked in and Stephen
asked if i was Cxxxxxx Gxxxxx and I said yes, he then handed both Cxxxxl and I a red colored paper with delegate wrote
on it.  We were not told instructed of the process or exactly what we were to do. The group proceeded on with the meeting
and then the meeting went right on to nominating delegates in which they starting calling off names of 19 people in which
they did not identify themselves and I did not know if they were actually in attendance at this meeting.
 
Stephen Taylor nominated them and Hollie Gerrod seconded that motion and the people held up the red colored paper and
nomination was over.  Then Richard Engle spoke and then there was another speaker, and the meeting was over in about
90 minutes total.  Then Stephen Taylor came over and talked to us about voting for the delegates and that he did it that
way because he was afraid of the Ron Paul people showing up.
 
Phone Interaction:
March 6th Stephen Taylor called me to see if I had a problem with the way he conducted the meeting and that he had been
called by the state republican committee man.  I told him that I had not complained and that my sister Carol Ashley had
called a county coordinator that she had met at a rally and that it had went from there. 
 
Stephen continued to explain to me what had happened at the meeting and the reason he did what he did concerning
delegates.   I had to explain to him that I have been trying for a month to get information from him on delegate
information and precinct chairman and that he had not responded to my request and ignored my reaching out for help.  I



expressed to him that I was interested in trying to stay informed about Local and State and Federal levels of our
government so that I could help in engaging my neighbors on what is going on and helping the GOP in their efforts.
 
 Then he preceded to tell me that he didn't know me and that I would have to nominate myself for a delegate and that the
other people they nominated had been involved in their meetings for about 2 years and I told him that I have been
attending for about a year now and based on my limited knowledgeable that he had not followed the rules and nor did he
help me when I was trying to be informed, involved and be of help to the GOP party.
 
Thanks
Cxxxxx Gxxxxxx
 
Bryan County wasn’t the only county GOP organization that retaliated against the Ron Paul campaign for standing up for
Republican’s rights on Saturday.   Cleveland County continued their amazing ability to stymie transparency and the rule of
law.

Bobby Cleveland and Lisa Shrieves
 
Several weeks ago after some grassroots Ron Paul supporters were planning to go after Cleveland County Chair Bobby
Cleveland, the state campaign stepped in to negotiate to avoid any acrimony between the two groups.   At contention was
the list of delegates that were moved forward from the February precinct meetings to the county convention on March
10th.   As the stories of corruption and dirty tricks were still resonating from 2008, along with the problems in 2011 when
County Chairman Bobby Cleveland decided to require an “application” before divulging the location and time of the
precinct meetings, the local Ron Paul community was in no mood to trust the Cleveland County GOP.
 
Al called Bobby and in return for a copy of the delegate list at least ten days in advance of the county convention, as
called for in State GOP rules, the grassroots Ron Paul supporters would back off attacking Bobby politically.  All was well
till the day arrived when the list was to be provided and the Vice Chair Lisa Shrieves emailed refusing to send the
promised list.
 
Some claim that Al’s return email was harsh but knowing that an agreement had been breached, the checkered past of the
Cleveland County GOP organization, and the likelihood that Ron Paul supporters were once again set to be hosed down
the email was both restrained and good tactics.  Of course the proof of the pudding would be revealed once the delegate
list was scrutinized for problems and refusing to provide an electronic copy was a big old red flag that Cleveland County
didn’t want that list scrutinized without first causing some delay and a lot of trouble.
 
But Cleveland County Ron Paul supporters went down to the County GOP Headquarters and took pictures of the list that
was taped to the inside of the window and started entering the data into a spreadsheet.  What came out after a few days
was a list of 42 problems ranging from Ron Paul supporters that had attended the precinct meetings being thrown out as
delegates, to having people that didn’t attend the precinct meeting added as delegates.  Some delegates were demoted to
alternates, and both open and closed precincts had more people added as delegates, in violation of State GOP Party rules.
 
 
Local Ron Paul supporters started sending lists in to the County GOP organization pointing out problems and many of the
Ron Paul supporters that had been expelled went down Friday night to try to clear up their case.  Despite all of that, there
was another three hour long credential meeting that delayed the county convention on Saturday morning and not all
problems were addressed at the convention.
 
Local grassroots leaders did manage to do a fairly good job of getting the rules changed to allow those left behind Ron
Paul delegates added at a later date but what is the likelihood of Cleveland County GOP adding people once the
convention was closed?  At the convention you could vote to force them to do the right thing, you could embarrass them in
public but once the convention is over the same old corrupt party officials are still in charge and any fight has to occur at
the district and state conventions.
 
More indicative of the complete corruption and disrespect for the State Party rules was Cleveland County Chair Bobby
Cleveland kicking out Al, the Ron Paul State Director, and another delegate.    Bobby brought a couple of sheriff deputies
over to Al before the meeting was started, stating that “a few people didn’t want Al present at the convention”.  When
asked to name the people, Bobby declined to answer.  When asked to show what rule allowed someone to be thrown out of
a county convention Bobby again refused to answer.
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And the delegate that was thrown out?  What was the “crime”?   Cleveland County Chair Bobby Cleveland stated that the
delegate had “argued” with him.  Apparently standing up for a State Director of a National Campaign that was getting
kicked out for no reason isn’t allowed, or is it that you have to agree with Bobby on all things to be allowed to participate?
 
Now this happened after both men had paid their $10 admission fee and received their badges.    As for allowing others to
decide who gets to stay and who gets kicked out, I can tell you that 40% of the attendees would have loved to kick out the
60% of the Ron Paul supporters.  At what point did we start allowing people to decide who gets to participate?
After being ejected by two sheriff deputies and while waiting for a sheriff supervisor to arrive so that the ejection was
documented, Bobby Cleveland came outside and “allowed” the delegate to go back inside.   After being told that violating
rule 3 a was sufficient cause to remove him from office, Bobby Cleveland retorted that “You would be doing me a favor!”
and stomped back inside.  Bobby must have had second thoughts because after the supervisor had arrived, Bobby came
back out and said that Al could re enter as long as he didn’t cause “trouble”.  When asked if Al had caused trouble to get
kicked out the first time, Bobby snorted a rude answer and stalked back inside.  And yeah, that wasn’t a typo; they
illegally threw Al out twice!
 
Cleveland County had done a masterful job of confusing the Ron Paul supporters at both the precinct meetings and at the
county convention.   One of their more masterful tricks was to not put the number of votes allocated on the precinct
packets.  If you didn’t know how many votes were in a precinct, you couldn’t decide whether or not to leave the precinct
open or closed (delegate/alternate).  What would happen was two people would be present at the precinct meeting, both
were elected as delegates and then they ”closed” their precinct so that the corrupt Cleveland County GOP wouldn’t add
more delegates to water down their votes.  So then the corrupt GOP officials would remove one delegate, leaving “their”
person as the only delegate. The proper method is to send both delegates with half a vote each.
 
Is this possible to kick off an elected delegate?  No, not without breaking the GOP rules but if it were possible a decent
and honest person would be calling both delegates and asking what they prefer be done.
 
Even more egregious was the fact that Cleveland County had gone to the trouble and expense of renting two halls for the
convention!  They put what they thought were the “safe” delegates in one room and put other delegates in the room across
the hall.  Their excuse was that “the fire marshal wouldn’t allow more than 208 people in the main hall so they set up an
“overflow” room.   B.S.!  Everyone remembers the town halls in 2009 with packed, standing room only crowds squeezed
into rooms.  Even worse was the Cleveland County GOP stationed “guards” at each door and kept the doors shut!  Why? 
Because they had dozens and dozens of empty chairs in the room!
 



 
The “overflow” room (reminds me of someone describing a basement flooded with sewage) had a big screen TV so that
the second class delegates would be “allowed” to watch the proceedings in the main room.  Which leads us to why Al was
kicked out the second time.
 
A lady Ron Paul supporter had asked Al for help resolving her case because after nearly three hours this woman still didn’t
know if she was a delegate or not.  After asking that someone come out of the “guarded” room to address the lady’s
concerns, a Cleveland County official named Melinda Daughtery who is also the State Committee woman for Cleveland
County arrived.  Melinda gave the same old non answers and said that the lady Ron Paul supporter would have to sit in the
“overflow” room until her case was resolved.  Al asked if the overflow room was wired with a microphone so that the
delegates sitting in the room could participate or object to motions using Roberts Rules of Order and Melinda snapped
“No!”   Al then asked why they were being treated as second class citizens without the ability to participate.  Melinda
stormed off in anger.
 

Melinda Daughtery second from left
 

 
So it was no surprise when a few minutes later a building manager showed up with another deputy in tow to tell Al he had
been accused of “harassing” a woman and was going to have to leave.   Al asked the building manager what would happen
if someone accused the building manager of molesting a three year old in the bathroom, would he be asked to leave as
well?   The point, drenched in sarcasm, was that an accusation was just that, and it wasn’t enough that someone claimed
something without some sort of proof.  When asked to identify the accuser the building manager hesitated, then said he
wouldn’t identify the accuser.
 
So once again the State Director of a national campaign was thrown out of the convention, this time ordered to leave the
property immediately or be arrested.  Al asked for the supervisor to show up again to document the ejection but the deputy
said that if the deputy showed up that Al would be arrested for trespass.   The deputy did understand what was going on
though, even made the comment that “ I am caught in the middle.  This is just politics and I am being used as a tool to
commit a crime.”   With that, the deputy agreed to take a minute to call in the incident to the dispatch room so that it
would be entered on the dispatch log.
 
Eventually we are told that all the delegates and alternates were allowed to sit in the main room.  Must have been a miracle
that there suddenly was plenty of room, and the meeting went on.  Ron Paul supporters reportedly did a credible if
somewhat torturous job of getting some of the problem cases solved.  The problem was that those grassroots leaders were



more concerned about avoiding any scandal for the Cleveland County GOP than representing Ron Paul supporters.  In
Oklahoma City we didn’t leave a soul behind, in Cleveland County that can’t be said.
 
So it is little wonder that Cleveland County GOP officials went to so much trouble and strife to avoid giving over a list of
delegates and chose to break State GOP rules by throwing out anyone that was a threat to this getting exposed.  They also
went to a lot of trouble to get Al thrown out so that the leadership wasn’t there to protect all of the Ron Paul delegates.  It
turned out that there were enough to win the day, around 60% Ron Paul supporters according to several estimates and
indeed Bobby Cleveland found himself losing several key votes. 
 
The issue though is that one shouldn’t have to go through hours and hours of political mischief to protect one’s political
rights, the State GOP ought to be proactive in these cases and read the riot act to these corrupt county organizations.   I can
tell you one thing, if the GOP wants to split the vote in November, they could do no better than disrespecting Ron Paul
supporters with all this corruption.  If the GOP wants to be the cause of a third party being born, they could do no better
than to behave as they have the past few years.
 
This entire mess has been laid at the feet of State GOP Chair Matt Pinnell.  In his defense, when we talked late last week I
told him that I didn’t expect trouble at the Cleveland County GOP Convention because Bobby Cleveland had been acting
nice.  But after a week the Bryan County ladies still haven’t received a call from Bryan County GOP stating that they
were delegates and no doubt both are too intimidated to call Bryan County Chair Stephen Taylor.  But there is more than
enough proof in the emails that the ladies sent and from the phone call where Matt talked to one of them. 
 
  The Cleveland County fiasco is newly laid in his lap so Matt needs some time to investigate but the proof is there, Bobby
Cleveland and Melinda Daughtery are both guilty of breaking rule 3a, refusing to allow a Republican to attend a
Republican function.  One of the witnesses sent this reply after being sent a picture of State Committee woman Melinda
Daughtery:
 
“That is 150% her. She was sitting up front during the delegate meeting. She was conversing with the shorter officer after
you were thrown out right beside the overflow room. They were whispering. I walked past them to try and catch some of
the conversation and they immediately stopped talking.”
 
We did receive a call from State Chairman Matt Pinnell late Sunday night before this story was published.   Matt assures
us that these are serious issues, that the Bryan County delegate list will be corrected before it is sent to the State GOP for
use in the District and State Conventions.  Matt also assured us that the issue of Bryan County Chair Stephen Taylor,
Cleveland County Chair Bobby Cleveland, and Cleveland County State Committee Woman Melinda Daughtery will be
addressed either before the conventions using an executive session, at the Credentials Committees before the conventions
begin, or that we will be able to address the issues from the floor of the convention using Roberts Rules of Order.  We also
discussed the possibility of drafting new State GOP rules to prevent these corruptions from occurring in the first place and
the possibility of presenting these rules at the State Convention.
 
All we want is to clean up the party, Matt.   Make the Oklahoma GOP an organization of rules and law, not one that one
uses brute tactics and lies to accomplish political goals.  We can choose to hire plenty of goons and deputies to keep
people in line at the conventions or we can choose to respect the rules and respect the people and not need to turn the
conventions into a police state format.   But what we are calling on Matt to do immediately is to return a sliver of integrity
to the State GOP by removing Stephen Taylor, Bobby Cleveland, and Melinda Daughtery for willful disregard of a fellow
Republican’s rights.
 
But make no bones about this, if we need to challenge an entire county or even entire counties delegate list to punish bad
behavior we will be ready to do just that from the floor of the convention.   By cleaning up the State GOP, by forcing GOP
officials to follow the rule of law, we begin the process of forcing politicians to follow the GOP party platform and to keep
their campaign promises.
 



 
 

Budget Shortfalls and our Big Spending Government
Can We Afford Their Big Government Ways?

By R.H.
 

 
Recent reports from the Oklahoma Tax Commission have indicated continued growth in the amount of tax collected from
all sources. This is a good thing for Oklahoma. It indicates a rebound in our economy from the devastation of a deep
recession and an increase in employment despite all the obstacles placed in front of it by the bureaucracy in Washington,
D.C. But before you start to stand up and cheer, a closer examination of the numbers is required.
 
To begin with, Oklahoma has a Balanced Budget Amendment. This means that the Legislator cannot spend more than the
state takes in each year. Any shortfalls must be made up by cuts, or borrowing. With liberals in power in the House and
Senate, and I include RINO Republicans in this group, they chose to borrow to close the gap. This left the state in debt,
which added a budget item to the next budget year. We also have a “Rainy Day Fund” for emergencies. Now a budget
shortfall is an emergency wouldn't you agree?
 
State Treasurers saw this recession coming a full year before the general public did. Beginning in 2007, revenues to state
coffers from all sources began to decline. No one sounded an alarm. I guess they didn't think we had a right to know this
information. This information can be found in a Center on Budget and Policy Priorities report here: States Continue to Feel
Recession’s Impact — Center on Budget and Policy Priorities . The representatives providing information for this report
from Oklahoma are State Tax Commission and the OK. Policy Institute. All of the information they provided were
estimates.
 
Now they don't show any actual figures until FY09. In that year they indicated a shortfall of $114 million dollars projected
and closed when the budget was adopted. It does not indicate how it was closed. If I remember correctly, they were called
back into special session to address a budget shortfall in the Corrections Department later that spring.
 
The FY10 budget indicated an initial gap that was closed by the time the budget was adopted of $777 million dollars. That
was a huge number, and quite an accomplishment by the legislature. Unfortunately it appears to have been all accounting
tricks. An additional $864 million was a projected shortfall a mere six months later. How was this made up? Where did the
money come from? Did they drink from the cool-aid? No explanation was given. I do not recall a special session being
called to address this shortfall either.
 
The FY11 budget comes along not looking much better. It starts out with a $725 million dollar projected shortfall that was
closed by the time the budget was adopted. As I recall, this was accomplished with a combination of budget cuts and “fee
increases”. Except some of the fee increases were challenged in court, and thrown out as illegally passed. So was the
budget shortfall really closed?
 
My guess is yes and with a slight surplus. It was about this same time that Oklahoma's economy started to improve. Our
un-employment rate started to decline. Our tax revenues started to increase. That along with a raid of the Rainy Day Fund
made up for the rest of the short fall. They also failed to return the fees they already collected that had been ruled
unconstitutional by the Oklahoma State Supreme Court. So yes they did eventually balance the budget.
 
For Fy12, they closed a $500 million dollar gap in the budget. Again budget cuts and fee increases were how they
accomplished this. With Oklahoma's economy looking better, the shortfall was less. They even found money to place into
the “Rainy Day Fund”. It's funny how this fund works. It's always there, but when we need it, it never seems to have
money in it.
 
Now FY13 is a complete mystery. No figures have been released yet. It will be interesting to see how this plays out. From
the bills I've seen under consideration, the big spending RINO Republicans and liberals are having a spending spree that
even President Obama would be proud of. Speaker Steele and his cronies are pushing a “Social Justice” agenda that
includes several soft on crime bills, cutting spending to the Department of Corrections and letting repeat habitual sex
offenders out of jail with ankle monitoring devices instead of jail time. The Senate is doing their best to implement
Obama/Fallin care despite the fact that Oklahoma voters overwhelmingly rejected both and they're doing it without
recording and publishing for the record committee votes.
 
The Great State of Oklahoma is in a financial mess. For too long we have let the liberal Democrats and liberal Republicans
run this state. Now they are taking their cue from the D.C. Politicians and trying to borrow our way to oblivion. WE THE
PEOPLE must now be heard. It's time the political class in this state be reminded that they work for us, not the
Corporations and not the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce. Demand no more borrowing to close shortfalls. Use the
“Rainy Day Fund”. That's what it's there for. No more legislative pay raises until our financial house is in order. For those
that don't want to live within the means of the state, resign. For those that refuse to live within the means of the state, we
know how to vote you out.
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It isn’t Thanksgiving Yet, Why mess With a Turkey?
HR1044

Last year Representative Doug Cox presented the same type of bill to honor the nation of Turkey in a resolution.  One of
the conservative Republican Representatives asked former Israeli ambassador Yorum for his take on the resolution:
 
Shalom xxxxxxxxx,
 
This is not an Israeli issue.  It is an American issue. 
The proposed resolution is oblivious of Turkey's policy toward the US and its most vital interests. 
Since 2002, when the Islamic party became the ruling party, Turkey has switched over from a US-driven policy to an
Islam-driven policy. 
For example, Turkey has become an ally of Iran and Syria, getting much closer to Putin (who attempts to resurrect the
USSR hegemony in his region and beyond).  Ankara has been supportive of Hezbollah and Hamas – two major terrorist
organizations in Lebanon and in Gaza respectively – and has embraced the IHH, a notorious Turkish terrorist organization,
which supports Islamic terrorism in Europe and beyond.  
The current regime in Turkey attempts to restore Turkey's grand era as a ruler of the Muslim World, at the expense of the
USA, while advancing the fortunes of Russia, China, North Korea, Iran and Syria.
 
Hang in there and hang tough, 
 
Yoram
 
Rep. Bennett objected to this & they changed it to a Citation instead of an HR.  Rep. Reynolds added the amendment that
if anyone receives any free trips from Turkey they should not introduce this legislation.  Here is that amendment:
 

FLOOR AMENDMENT
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

State of Oklahoma
SPEAKER:
CHAIR:

I move to amend HR1044

By striking the language on page 2 lines 10-14:
 
"WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Oklahoma Legislature to recognize the contributions of our allies and the value of
maintaining beneficial relationships with allies of the State of Oklahoma, such as the contributions made by the Republic
of Turkey and the value of our positive relationship with this ally.aa"
And inserting
 
"WHEREAS, it is the policy of members in the leadership of the Oklahoma House of Representatives to recognize the
value of passing resolutions of this nature in order to continue to receive free, unreported, extravagant trips to exotic
locations paid for by unknown sources."  by Reynolds...
RESOLUTION 1044 By: Cox
 

AS INTRODUCED
A Resolution recognizing the many contributions made by citizens of the Republic of Turkey; and directing distribution.
 
WHEREAS, the Republic of Turkey and the United States of America are long-standing allies, both dearly cherishing the
universal values of freedom, democracy and human rights; and
WHEREAS, in its alliances with the United States, the Republic of Turkey has demonstrated its commitment to world
peace and liberty, as well as its tolerance of others in the secular and religious venues; and
WHEREAS, the Republic of Turkey is the world’s fifteenth largest economy and Europe’s sixth largest economy, is a
valued trading partner with the State of Oklahoma, and is to be commended on its contributions to the global economy;
and
WHEREAS, the State of Oklahoma and the Republic of Turkey have enjoyed a strong, vibrant and mutually beneficial
economic relationship with the prospect of further growth; and
WHEREAS, it is the custom of the State of Oklahoma to welcome all who come to our state, especially those who come in
the interest of friendship and commerce; and
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the State of Oklahoma to further cultivate the good relationship between Oklahoma
and the Republic of Turkey and other Turkic Nations; and
WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Oklahoma Legislature to recognize the contributions of our allies and the value of
maintaining beneficial relationships with allies of the State of Oklahoma, such as the contributions made by the Republic
of Turkey and the value of our positive relationship with this ally.
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 2ND SESSION OF
THE 53RD OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE:
 
THAT the Oklahoma House of Representatives recognizes the many contributions made by the citizens of the Republic of
Turkey.
 
THAT an official copy of this resolution be distributed to Turquoise Council of Americans and Eurasians.
 
 
 
 



Oklahoma Insurance Act of 2012 - SB1629 –
 
 
We were all set to run this story this week on the Obama care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges but several things
happened to cause us to question if the bill had been killed in the House and in the Senate.
 
First off during the GOP presidential watch party at the Marriott last Tuesday night, Senator Bingman approached Al,
introduced himself and shook hands.  It was one of those handshakes that older men still do, sizing each other up in the
process.  The conversation quickly turned to the Obama Care/Fallin Care bill that had passed the Senate the week before
and how the public didn’t want Obama Care implemented in any form or fashion.  Bingman made an odd comment about
the Senate not passing Obama Care and not wanting Obama Care, then said thank you for the email, and walked off.  The
email that Bingman was referring to was sent a few weeks ago when the Senate bill was still in committee, pointing out
that the Sooner Tea Party had generally left the Senate alone and concentrated on the House of Representatives, also
pointing out that the Senate had been much more responsive to the will of the people, thus allowing the Sooner Tea Party
to leave them alone to do their work.
 
However, the conversation with Bingman was a bit puzzling at the time but when a phone call came in late Wednesday
night giving the credit to the Sooner Tea Party and two others for killing Obama Care this year, things started to make
sense.
 
The story starts with one dedicated activist, Ronda Vuillemont-Smith  of the Tulsa 912 Group who was   working the
Capitol on Wednesday pushing as discharge petition on HR 1004 when she saw a white board, basically one of those
erasable marker boards, with a note that Glen Mulready’s  favorite issue, the Obama Care/Fallin Care bill was being
dropped.  Ronda knew that Mulready was the author of last year’s Obama Care/Fallin Care bill, the leader of the public
hearings on the program this summer and fall, and was the leading supporter of Obama Care/Fallin Care in the House of
Representatives.  Seeing the bill being killed tweaked her interest.
 
That lead to a phone call between Ronda and Mulready where Mulready allegedly said :
 
“it was that crazy Dave Bell and that crazy Al Gerhart” and  Darren Gantz that killed the Obamacare bill”.
 
The story first came in from Northwest Tulsa, then was verified with Ronda Vuillemont-Smith via a phone call.   Ronda
knows as do we all that the credit is much more widely spread, it took attacks from all sides and all angles to kill Obama
Care/Fallin Care in Oklahoma, but it was nice to hear from the bill author’s own mouth that our brand of activism is
effective.  We don’t hold rallies, we don’t go down to the Capitol and talk to the legislators very often but we do a lot of
talking with the politician’s own constituents.
 
On reflection though, perhaps it isn’t quite yet time to hang up the gloves on Obama Care/Fallin Care this year.  This
might be an elaborate trick to divert our attention.   It would be a good idea to make some more calls to thank the Senators
and Representatives for finally killing off the bill and to remind them that you don’t want it brought up in any form or
fashion.  Here is their press release on the killing of the bill:
 
 
And here is the story that we were going to run, then decided not to run, but decided to run it just incase.  And yes, that is
as confusing as it sounds. 
 
SB1629 has all the markings of introducing Obamacare to Oklahoma. Federal tax dollars will be used as stated, “Title
XIX of the Social Security Act” as well as other sources “otherwise specified or authorized by law”. One reason for all
these sources is to create a “premium assistance program”. In short, socialism. Our State Republican Senators who are
promoting this legislation are essentially saying that the way to stop federal socialism is with state socialism and then tag it
with buzz words such as “conservative” and “free market”.  This bill has already passed a committee vote and appears
backed by the governor. This means it is on a fast track for a Senate vote.
 
 Action - Send a single BCC email to EVERY Republican State Senator at once and ask them to oppose SB1629 when it
comes up for a vote on the Senate floor.     
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aldridge@oksenate.gov, allen@oksenate.gov, anderson@oksenate.gov, barrington@oksenate.gov, bingman@oksenate.gov,
branan@oksenate.gov, brecheen@oksenate.gov, brinkley@oksenate.gov, brownb@oksenate.gov, childers@oksenate.gov,
coates@oksenate.gov, crain@oksenate.gov, david@oksenate.gov, efields@oksenate.gov, fordj@oksenate.gov,
halligan@oksenate.gov, holt@oksenate.gov, johnsonr@oksenate.gov, jolley@oksenate.gov, justice@oksenate.gov,
marlatt@oksenate.gov, mazzei@oksenate.gov, newberry@oksenate.gov, russell@oksenate.gov, schulz@oksenate.gov,
shortey@oksenate.gov, simpson@oksenate.gov, stanislawski@oksenate.gov, lewis@oksenate.gov, treat@oksenate.gov,
ingraham@oksenate.gov, nichols@oksenate.gov

Preventing Enforcement of Federal Health Care Acts
– HB1276 – authored by Rep. Ritze

By staff writer
 
This helps to stop Obamacare …
 
This key text in HB1276 is self-explanatory. “The Legislature of the State of Oklahoma declares that the federal laws
known as the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” (Public Law 111-148) and the “Health Care and Education
Reconciliation Act of 2010” (Public Law 111-152), signed by President Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, are not
authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as given by the founders and
ratifiers, and are hereby declared to be invalid in the State of Oklahoma, shall not be recognized by this state, are
specifically rejected by this state, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this state.” This bill passed out
of committee.
 
Action – Call Rep. DeWitt ((405) 557-7332  daledewitt@okhouse.gov) and ask him to bring HB1276 to the House floor
for a vote.

Defense in place of worship – HB2988 – Rep. Ritze
By Staff writer

 
Today, if someone forcibly enters your home they are “presumed to be doing so with the intent to commit an unlawful act
involving force or violence.” As a result, you can defend yourself accordingly. HB2988 would extend this to “place of
worship”. It has passed out of committee and is ready for a House Floor vote. Find this bill here.  
Action – Call Rep. DeWitt ((405) 557-7332  daledewitt@okhouse.gov) and ask him to bring HB2988 to the House floor
for a vote.

 

Oklahoma Riot Control and Prevention Act
– SB1760 – Sen. Sykes

 
This key text in SB1760 is self-explanatory. “Nothing in this section shall be construed to allow any official of a
municipal or state entity to prohibit or suspend the sale, ownership, possession, transportation, carrying, registration,
transfer and storage of firearms, ammunition and ammunition accessories during a declared state of emergency, that are
otherwise legal under state law.” This bill just passed out of committee.
 
Action – Call Sen. Schulz ((405) 521-5612  schulz@oksenate.gov) and ask him to put SB1760 on the Senate agenda for a
vote
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PUSHING FALLIN'S AGENDA
DO THEY KNOW WHAT THEY ARE DOING?

 
By R.H.

 
Editors note:  This story was originally seven pages long and about as well written as one could ask but the length
demanded trimming down.  However, if you want a really in depth look at the consequences of this bill please read the
entire unabridged story here.
House Bill 3061 is one of the most confusing pieces of legislation I have ever seen. The history of this bill is enough to
leave one’s head spinning. This is the bill that Speaker Steele is pushing for the Governor on Tax reform. It was originally
referred to the Rules Committee on February 7, 2012. It was withdrawn from the Rules Committee, for reasons unknown,
on February 20, 2012, and given to the Appropriations and Budget Committee. The Appropriations and Budget Committee
amended it and passed it out of committee on February 28, 2012 recommending a do pass. On March 1, 2012, the Bill
picked up a Co-Author, Senator Jolley, as a principal author in the Senate. That same day the bill was “Emergency
Remove” from consideration. I was unable to find out why it was removed.
 
Not listed in the history of the bill is on the very next day, March 2, 2012, a floor version of the bill was introduced on the
floor. No explanation as to where this “floor version” came from or who wrote it. It was amended from the version
approved by the Appropriations and Budget Committee. It's a full page longer. You can read the bill here: .
 
This bill is similar in nature to HB 3038, which has also advanced to the house floor. There are major differences though.
This bill is slanted towards the upper class and has no set dates whereas HB 3038 is un-biased as to class and has set dates.
We will go through them in detail in this article. You can read HB 3038 here:
 
As stated earlier, this bill was “Emergency Remove” on March 1, 2012. Without a vote of the committee, the floor version
of the bill was submitted on March 2, 2012. How can Speaker Steele get away with this violation of rules?
Section 1. “A new section of law not to be codified in the Oklahoma Statutes reads as follows:” This is very suspicious.
How can you create new law and not have it codified in the statutes of the States laws? It can’t be done. Should this law
be passed with this wording, it would have no standing.
 
Section 4.B. In part “and ending not later than December 31, 2012, a tax is hereby imposed”.
 
1.      Single individuals and married individuals filing separately:
(g) 5.25% tax on the remainder for the 2009 and subsequent tax years ending not later than December 31, 2012.
These same rates apply for married couples filing jointly, only you must double the dollar figure. This is a significant tax
cut. As it goes back to the tax year of 2009, you should also be able to file an amended return and receive an additional
return from the state.
 
Section 4.C. In part “Nonresident Aliens. There shall be a tax imposed on nonresident aliens --- a tax of eight percent (8%)
instead of thirty percent (30%)”.
 
Section 4.D. Corporations In part “ beginning after December 31, 1989, a tax is hereby imposed --- in amount equal to six
percent (6%) thereof.” This is a disgrace. This code hasn't changed in twenty-three years.
 
Section 4.E. Certain Foreign Corporations. In part “ In lieu of the tax imposed in subsection C-- there shall be imposed on
foreign corporations, as defined in the Internal Revenue Code, a tax of six percent (6%) instead of thirty (30%)”. Now if
foreign corporations can get a tax break, why can't American owned companies get a tax break?
 
Section 4.G. Tax rate tables. In part “For all taxable years beginning after December 31, 2012, in lieu of the tax imposed by
Section 2 of this Act there is hereby imposed for each taxable year on the taxable income of every individual, whose
taxable income for such taxable year does not exceed the ceiling amount ----- tables which shall be determined by the tax
commission.” In other words, it's a crap shoot.
 
Section 6 AMENDATORY O.S. 2011, Section 2357.22, is amended to read as follows:
 
Section 2357.22.A. In part “beginning after January 1, 2013, and ending not later than December 31, 2014, there shall be
allowed a onetime credit against the income tax”
 
1.      for investments in qualified clean-burning motor vehicle fuel property placed in service after December 31, 201
4.      In part “Property which is directly related to the compression and delivery of natural gas from a private home”
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In other words, they have eliminated all tax credits but one for electric cars. They are encouraging the use of natural gas
conversion. That's understandable. ONG will install a fueling station in your home at no cost, provided you already have
gas service. Natural gas is one thing we have an abundant supply of.
 
Section 7 AMENDATORY 68 O.S. 2011 Section 2358 is amended to read as follows:
 
Section 2358 A.1. In part “ There shall be added interest income on obligations of any state or political subdivision thereto
which is not otherwise exempted pursuant to other laws”. They certainly want to cover all bases. Tax whatever they can.
 
If you are like a lot of the rural farm workers, young teen agers, college students and people just setting out on their own
this bill is a disaster. This bill will truly give the Democratic Party an issue to run on in the fall. It benefits the wealthy and
middleclass first, while placing the burden on the poor and those just setting out on the road of life. By cutting taxes on
those who are single and making over thirty five thousand dollars ($35,000.00) and those who are married and making
over seventy thousand dollars ($70,000.00) you place the tax burden on the poor. That burden is lengthened by not placing
any sure dates on implementing these tax cuts, but by arbitrarily placing a five percent (5%) growth minimum on state
revenue before a cut can be given. This will ensure the upper classes will see some if not all cuts, while the lower wage
earners will be lucky to see any.
 
One thing is glaringly missing from this package going before the House. That is a Fiscal Report. Where is the fiscal report
that should have been completed after all these changes made by the Speaker where submitted to the floor. After all they
were submitted without a vote.
 
Speaker Steele this is another blatant attempt by you to gain favor with the Governor by pushing her pet project. Senator
Jolley, you're just trying to gain favor with the State Chamber of Commerce. After all you need some campaign money.
Governor Fallin, how dare you propose such an audacious, despicable plan. You were elected to represent the people of
Oklahoma. Not just the middle class and the rich. Look after the people who really need it for a change. Let the Speaker
and Senator Jolley know that unless there are major changes to this bill, you will veto it. By major changes I mean the first
to receive the tax cuts are those making less than thirty five thousand ($35,000.00) dollars a year. They are the ones that
need it.
 
Those of you in both chambers of the legislature should demand accountability of Speaker Steele and Senator Jolley.
Demand a new Fiscal Impact Statement be prepared by the Tax Commission. Demand the little guy get the tax breaks first.
Demand these changes, or vote no on this bill. We will be watching.
 
 
 
 

 
 

DHS 101
Modifying drug-endangered children provisions

House Bill 2251, by Peterson
By Ms. D.B.

 
This bill presented by Rep. Peterson allows the DHS to investigate as well as assess if there is drug abuse suspected before
placing the child in a home. After reading the long list of violations the court found the state guilty of this is not much of a
reform step. Not at this point anyway. I don't think that the state could possibly move any slower at reforming a dept.
unless they had no legs and were blind.
 
There is absolutely nothing as urgent or as important as this. Not because there is an ongoing court interest, but because
there are children that are still suffering each day that the legislators and Governor drag their feet. Why they choose to give
this the back seat is unexplainable. First it makes no sense that the Governor has not backed this with a magnitude of
funding and ongoing support. There can't be a more urgent or deserving cause. The money is there for whatever else that
the Governor wants to indulge in.
 
The state was put under the watchful eye of the court to insure that the "clean it up" was taking place with the insertion of
co-neutrals (babysitters).The state did attempt to have the case thrown out of court before complete defeat. They lost due
to the mounds of nasty evidence. Nothing says "no integrity” like trying to dodge responsibility when you have been
busted red handed.
 
So now months down the road this shallow bill is thrown out here as a token of attempting to be "doing something". This
bill and its contents should be listed in the DHS 101 manual. It should be on the no thinker/given list of terms. When a
state employee is responsible for placing a child it shouldn't matter whether there is a possible drug issue or not, an
investigation as well as an assessment should be done every time. To place a child sight unseen is sloppy, lazy, and



unprofessional. They might as well forget any type of regulation at that point and just spin the wheel of fortune. At this
point in the game why insert something this lame and sterile?
 
 Experience proves that their judgment leaned toward failure. Every case and child is going to be unique and skills like
looking outside the box are in order. You can’t simply hand them a piece of paper with instructions.  The children placed
in the care of DHS are not there because they have a healthy home. Nor are they there trying to check into the Days Inn
Motel. To handle the need properly requires that some thought, skill, and common sense be put into play. The children are
there to obtain safety. To handle any given case without checking it out thoroughly is unacceptable.
 
In reading a report by an expert witness for the court he stated this exact concern." That being that the employees lacked
the ability to assess or judge and therefore the children were often placed in harmful situations". If the state insists on
keeping the same employees then they can't expect those same people to have an ability that wasn't there before. I have felt
from the beginning that the main problem was that the staff was not qualified for the positions and lacked the proper skills
to make such decisions. Now what I am seeing with these one or two lame bills is the possibility that the problem may not
be just a personnel problem. The initial sin may indeed be from much higher ranks that are just as lacking, just as
unskilled, and wearing the deer in the headlight face with the rest of the DHS staff.  Dragging their feet not just because
they aren’t concerned, but also because they are clueless to the proper fix themselves. They are also at the DHS 101 level
in search for reform.  It is a very sad situation for the kids and a very sad state indeed.
 
Marcia Robinson Lowry , direction of the Rights for Children was involved with the court Process concerning this case.
Here are several comments that she had to say along with some headliners about our State .These headlines and comments
can be viewed on the Children’s Rights website Watchdog:
 
"The system has long operated without standards or accountability, resulting in serious harm to Oklahoma’s children,” said
Marcia Robinson Lowry, executive director for Children’s Rights. The state’s 10,000+ kids in foster care suffer abuse and
neglect in their foster homes at one of the highest rates in the nation. I don't see how the situation didn't get out long ago. I
don't understand" Marcia Robinson Lowry, director of Children's Rights, Children’s Rights.org.
 
Judge Rejects All of Oklahoma’s Attempts to Limit Protections for Foster Children
Two Expert Reviews Find OK Child Welfare Plagued by Mismanagement, Dysfunctional Computer System 
New Report Reveals Shocking Number of Oklahoma Kids Abused in Foster Care, Forced to Change Homes
Repeatedly 
Kids in Foster Care Suffer as Oklahoma Child Welfare Agency Fails to Track Workers’ Caseloads 
Child Welfare Experts Blast Oklahoma Department of Human Services in New Reports on Kids’ Safety in Foster
Care
 
John Goad A.M. expert witness /Childs Rights.Org:
 
“DHS’s pathetically deficient practices ensure that every abused or neglected child who comes into its custody faces an
inordinately high risk of suffering further maltreatment on its watch.”
 
“When attempting to describe the children’s harm and suffering, the words that come to mind are incomprehensible,
unimaginable, outrageous, and immoral.  Children in OKDHS’s care are more likely to be abused and neglected than are
children in the care of almost any other state,” the author writes. “It is probable that all children who are placed in the
custody of the agency are in danger of being placed with abusive, neglectful, and dangerous caregivers who OKDHS has
failed to identify because of its deficient response to child abuse and neglect referrals.”  
 
Report: Treatment of Oklahoma foster kids ‘immoral’ (AP/Tulsa World)
 
 
 

 
Kudos to Key

HR 1004
 

 
 
The Sooner Tea Party fought for this bill all last year using robo calls and precinct work but we ended the session with
around 50 or so of the 68 signatures needed.  The discharge petition is back again this year and drawing more supporters
thanks to the election year and the beating we gave a few of the House members last year.   George Faught was one of
those legislators that refused to sign HR 1004 last year but during the Watch Party at the Marriott on Tuesday night Faught
agreed to talk to Representative Charles Key about the discharge petition.   Rumor has it that Faught actually signed the
discharge petitition on Wednesday but we have yet to confirm that.

 
HR 1004 would put a stop to chairmen continuing their dictatorial control over whether a bill gets a fair hearing. As it is
now, chairmen can kill any legislation they choose. This resolution relates to the rules of the House of Representatives.
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The reason for the fowl odor at the round house has been because those in power have killed our government the Founders
set up and now the stench is quite obvious. The process has always been one of ideas and Charles Key has taken a huge
step to protect our free society. The end result would be to hold our representatives accountable. What a glorious concept!
 
 

 
More Picking Winners by the Government

Will They Ever Learn? 
 By R.H.

 
Where did we get all of these RINO”s from? Here we have a bill, HB 2978, written by Representatives Dank and Pittman
in the House and Senator Mazzei directing what at the state level amounts to earmarks for pet projects in the form of tax
credits. Haven't they figured it out that there is a better way to do business than to award tax credits? What do we have to
do? Stand beside them and beat it into their heads? You can read the bill here:
 
They have declared this an emergency. What emergency? Has the world’s axis shifted turning us upside down? Have we
been inundated with massive floods? Have tornadoes destroyed Oklahoma City, Tulsa, and every town in the State? I see
no emergency here. The only emergency here is how fast they can line their benefactor’s pocketbooks.
 
Section 1. In part “NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2357.501 of title
68”.
 
Section 1.B. In part “Any measure providing for a tax credit shall contain provisions pursuant to which any member of
the public can determine the identity of any person or entity that benefits from the tax credit”. They put this in there as if
they are doing us a favor. What are they doing giving these things out to begin with? This is the people’s money they are
giving away. Why do they think they are any better at it then the federal government? Hasn't the recent debacle at
American Airlines taught them anything?
 
Section 1.C. “Any tax credit shall provide for the creation of new jobs or the retention of existing jobs within the State of
Oklahoma.” They've got this only half right. If they insist on picking winners and losers, then they should insist on new job
creation only. That would not mean they couldn't give a tax credit to an existing company in the state. What it would mean
is that existing company would have to expand its operation and add employees in order to qualify.
 
Section 1.D. In part “With respect to each fiscal year of the state, any tax credit shall be limited based on the total amount
of credits that may be claimed by one entity”. This is good. A company is given 100 tax credits for employees but hires
120; it can still only claim 100. It limits the liability to the state.
 
Section 1.E. “Any tax credit passed by the legislature shall contain a date certain for the termination of the provisions
authorizing the credit.” This is also a good thing, but it doesn't go far enough. This clause was added to placate the fiscal
conservatives in the legislature. What needs to be added to this clause is wording to the effect stipulating that the entity
will not be eligible for any additional tax credits for five years or so.
 
Section 1.F. In part “No economic activity that qualifies for a tax credit may occur without the project cost receiving prior
approval by a state governmental entity”. Okay this is questionable. I don't have a lot a faith in “governmental entities” to
do a proper evaluation of cost of a project. It is with deep sadness that I must say this states agencies are full of corrupt,
political hacks that will do whatever it takes to get a project going no matter what the cost.
 
Section 1.G. “Transactions for which a tax credit has been authorized and which results in a reduction or potential
reduction of state revenue shall be audited by the State Auditor and Inspector.” Having oversight is a good thing. I see the
hand of fiscal conservatives in this clause. I hope they plan on hiring more auditors.
 
Section 1.H. In part “No measure containing a tax credit shall receive final passage by either chamber of the legislature
unless a detailed fiscal impact analyzing the effect of the tax credit on the state revenue and upon the economy of the state
is prepared”. I'm in wholehearted agreement with this. A fiscal impact statement should be accomplished on everything
effecting state revenue done by the legislature, unlike some of the tax bills we see sponsored by Speaker Steele.
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Section 1.I. “No measure containing a tax credit shall be considered during the last five (5) days of a regular or
extraordinary session of the legislature.” This too is a good thing. We wouldn't these things coming up when all these
legislators have on their minds is going home. I will add though, the length of the legislative session needs to be longer.
The business of running the government is more time consuming and the legislators need more time to accomplish the job
right.
 
Section 2. “This act shall become effective July 1, 2012.” Why? Are you in a hurry to line the pockets of your benefactors?
 
Section 3. The emergency clause. “It being immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and be in full force from and
after its passage and approval.” I dare any single legislator, from the Governor on down, to give me a valid reason as to
how a tax credit effect the 'preservation of the public peace, health and safety”. It cannot be done. This section of the bill
should be stricken, and if the bill is passed, this bill should be allowed to become law on November 1, 2012. This IS NOT
an emergency.
 
Although this bill is well intentioned, it lacks sufficient grounds for passage. It once again fails to recognize that there is a
better way to attract business to the great State of Oklahoma, by lowering corporate taxes to begin with. Let me explain it
to you. Lower corporate taxes mean more corporations are attracted to Oklahoma. More corporations attracted to
Oklahoma means more jobs in Oklahoma. More jobs in Oklahoma mean more sales tax revenue in Oklahoma. Can it be
any simpler?
 
This bill authorizes the continued use of tax credits. This is something this state needs to get away from. There are more
loopholes in here than there are in the I.R.S. Tax code. Vote No on this bill. We are watching.
 

 
Noodle Nelson;

Rep. Jason  Nelson
By Ms. D.B.

 
I have to wonder just what the incentive might have been that persuaded noodle Rep. Nelson to associate himself with
such a full blown, wide open, fiasco of a dept. Like DHS. This wishy-washy, Capital wall-weed, is a man who has been
lying low, spinelessly, doing his time, refusing to speak out on any topic, and only standing for something during restroom
breaks.
 
This is a Rep. that came to the capital on the shirt tail of the Chamber of Commerce, and with the unveiling of resent
findings it appears that his loyalty still remains with them. What does this say about Rep. Nelson? It says that he is not for
the citizens of Oklahoma, but for his own personal gain.  Why would Rep. Steele give such a person the job of
“leadership” to a department that is in serious need of strong direction when he could care less and has nothing to offer?
 
Where might he be leading them to? Off a cliff? His appointment as leader certainly isn’t due to his outstanding leadership
and success with the areas he has headed so far. The only obvious answer would be, once again, for personal reasons. His
political courage rating given was a big fat zero because of his refusal to speak on any given topic.
 
He was given this new “leader” position by his partner in crime Rep. Steele who was also listed on the same “Shameless”
list.  Rep. Nelson had already been given the task of “studying” the DHS problem. He has been studying it for over 2 years
now. So, how much longer did he plan to “Study” the situation before he busted a move and did something productive?
When asked this question Rep. Nelson’s answer was about as deep as his study. His answer being, huh?
 
It is an understatement to say that he isn’t the man for the job. Most likely this is a back scratching situation.  Rep. Steele,
who has also been “studying” the DHS dilemma for years, assigns his commerce comrade as bogus leader knowing he will
only be a stool pigeon by doing nothing. It would, however, give him cover up control as needed.
 
Rep. Steele also handpicked the other 4 people that are to be working on the DHS reform.  Needless to say, nothing has
been accomplished. You can see the drudgery in Rep. Nelson’s face these days. He appears to be miserable. You should
have just said “no” Rep. Nelson. He now sits with the mother lode dropped in his lap.  Whether his intentions are for the
love of money or for favors owed no one is sure. Regardless, the outcome will probably be the same.  The DHS project
will suffer and he’ll get burned unless Rep. Steele throws him under the bus first.  Oh what a tangled web.
 
Send Jason an email and offer a spine transplant.  While you are talking to him or his legislative assistant, ask him to sign
the HR 1004 Discharge Petition.
 



jason.nelson@okhouse.gov
 
 

 
Representative Lisa J. Billy

Her Legislative Career  
R.H.

 
Representative Billy first got into politics, apparently, when she was elected to the Chickasaw Nation Legislature in 1996.
She served there; I'm sure, proudly until 2001. This undoubtedly whetted her appetite for politics. She was elected to
represent the 42nd District in Oklahoma in 2004. Since being elected, she has been appointed an Assistant Majority Floor
Leader and she sits as the Chair of the A&B Public Safety Committee. She also sits on the Agriculture, Wildlife &
Environmental Committee, Appropriations & Budget Committee, General Government Committee, Long-term Care &
Senior Services Committee and the Redistricting Southern Oklahoma Subcommittee. In other words, she is one powerful
lady.
 
Checking her legislative accomplishments has been rather difficult. I was only able to go back through the last two
legislative sessions, and from what I saw, it appears the Representative Billy was an average to slightly above average
politician. In the 2011 legislative year, she sponsored four bills and a House Resolution. Of those bills, four died in
committee, one died on the floor and three passed into law. The House Resolution also passed.
 
On taking a closer look at the bills she had passed into law, one was an almost sure fire thing. It dealt with the levels of
radiation a person can be exposed to. New data had determined that the levels of radiation exposure needed to be changed
and Representative Billy saw to it. Plain and simple. One was a soft on crime bill. That one got through because it fit with
the Speakers' social justice agenda, and the last was a funding bill for Attorneys Generals.
 
She had one bill that died on the House floor without coming up for a vote. It was a bill for a bridge near Maysville. She
also had four additional bills that died in committee.
 
Legislative year 2012 has been very good to her. She has presented only five bills and one resolution this year. The
resolution passed. All five of her bills passed and are awaiting action in the Senate. I guess nice things happen when you
become part of the leadership.
 
Let’s take a look at her campaign finances. They read more like those of a Democrat than those of a Republican, but you
would expect that from a RINO. This last election cycle looked like this:
 
Chickasaw Nation $5,000.00
Choctaw Nation $5,000.00
Osage Nation $ 500.00
Ok. Assoc. Of Realtors $2,500.00
Ok. Assoc. Of Electric Cooperatives $1,000.00
Ok. Indep. Pet. Assoc. $1,000.00
Ok. Quarter Horse Racing Association $ 300.00
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Associated General Contractors of Oklahoma $ 200.00
Citizen 1 $1,000.00
Citizen 2 $ 155.00
Citizen 3 $ 100.00
Citizen 4 $ 100.00
Citizen 5 $ 100.00
It should be noted that the names of the individual citizens are not revealed for this article. They can be found on Project
Vote Smart.
 
Unions
 
Oklahoma Education Assoc. $1,000.00
Ok. Public Employees Assoc. $1,000.00
Ok. Society of Anesthesiologists $1,000.00
Ok. Assoc. of Nurse Anesthetists $1,000.00
Ok. Ed. Assoc. Fund for Children & Public Ed. $1,000.00
Ok. Assoc. of Optometric Physicians $ 600.00
Oklahoma City Firefighters $ 250.00
OKC Retired Firefighters Assoc. $ 200.00
Unified Chiropractic Assoc. $ 200.00
Ok. Assoc. of Career & Technology Education $ 150.00
OneOk. Inc. $ 500.00
Union Pacific Railroad $ 500.00
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad (BNSF) $ 500.00
Chesapeake Energy $ 250.00
HCRW Candidate Fund Account $ 100.00
 
That's quite a lot for one campaign cycle in such a rural district. Since she first started raising funds, in 2002, for her
elections she has raised $99,313.00. A majority of these funds have come from government agencies, and education. Labor
organizations are running third. It makes one wonder where her loyalties lie. Do they lie with the people she was elected to
represent, or to the government and education organizations that seem to fund her?
 
Her sudden elevation to a leadership position raises questions. The state is currently embroiled in a battle with the
Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations over water rights. The two Native American tribes own them by treaty with the U. S.
Government. The State wants them. Did the Speaker hope to gain a bargaining position by appointing her to a leadership
position? I hope that Representative Billy is true to her commercials, and isn't shallow enough to be used that way.
 
Knowing all this is it any wonder that Representative Billy is beholding to Speaker Steele? Is that why she hasn't signed
the discharge petition known as HR 1004? Representative Billy, is power so important to you that you would silence the
voices of your fellow Representatives by allowing the dictatorial rules of Speaker Steele to stand? Sign the discharge
petition or we will work against you in your next election.
 

 
 
 

CAIR and the Muslim Brotherhood:
The “Five Phases” Plan – Part III

 
CAIR is at it again.
 
You may recall that in the last several articles we’ve been looking at some of the evidence from the U.S. vs. The Holy
Land Foundation trial, the largest terrorism financing trial in America’s history. These shocking documents were seized by
FBI Counter Terrorism Agents when they the raided the Elbarasse home and seized the “Archives of the Muslim
Brotherhood in America” hidden in a secret sub-basement. Let’s review a few of the main points we’ve discussed in
previous articles:
 



1. CAIR is an unindicted co-conspirator in the largest terrorism-financing trial in U.S. history.
2. CAIR is a front group for Hamas, an organization designated as a “terrorist organization” by

the U.S. government.

3. CAIR is part of the Muslim Brotherhood (more coming soon on the Muslim Brotherhood).
4.   The goal of the Muslim Brotherhood here in America was described as follows: “The (Muslim Brotherhood) must
understand that their work in America is a kind of grand Jihad in eliminating and destroying the Western civilization
from within and “sabotaging” its miserable house by their (our)hands ...“ (The Explanatory Memorandum, p. 7)
5.   Congress passed a law preventing the FBI from doing business with CAIR.
6.    The Muslim Brotherhood (i.e. CAIR) has a 5-Phase plan known as “Phases of the World Underground Movement
Plan,” to overthrow the U.S. government and replace the Constitution with Shariah Law.
 
Two weeks ago we looked at the first three phases of the MB’s “Five Phase Plan.” From the feedback we’ve received,
people apparently think that this some pretty shocking material, especially the video clip of DHS Secretary Napolitano
testifying before Congress about the MB’s infiltration of DHS. This week we want to look at the last two phases.
 
Before I get started on the next point, however, I need to make a disclaimer. Since the last article, almost as if on cue,
CAIR has written a letter to illustrate the next phase in the “5-Phase Plan.” Honest to goodness, folks, before I wrote this
article I really had no idea that CAIR was going to write this letter and be so cooperative as to highlight the message of
this week’s article.
 
Let’s get started. Following are the exact quotes from the “Phases of the World Underground Movement Plan,” along
with my commentary.
 
Phase Four: Open public confrontation with the Government through exercising the political
pressure approach. It is aggressively implementing the above-mentioned approach. Training on the use of weapons
domestically and overseas in anticipation of zero-hour. It has noticeable activities in this regard.
 
Commentary: There are two points upon which I want to focus:
 
A.      The “Political Pressure Approach”
 
In previous articles, we’ve repeatedly referred to the “Understanding the Threat to America” seminar, held recently in
Edmond, during which we received the documents which we’ve been studying in our series of articles. Oklahoma’s office
of Continuing Law Enforcement Education Training (“CLEET”) certified this program for annual credit hours and a
number of law enforcement officers from around the state attended. Once CAIR learned, however, that CLEET had
certified the course for credit (ESPECIALLY by the presenters from the Strategic Engagement Group, Inc.), CAIR
launched a withering campaign against the Director of CLEET to get the credit hour approval for the seminar rescinded
and someone joked, at one point, they thought CLEET was going to have to “erect a guard tower” outside CLEET
headquarters to repel CAIR’s attack. As CLEET’s Curriculum Director and the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation’s
Legal Counsel found when they attended the seminar, however, the presenters focused primarily on the evidence from the
HLF trial as well as the Muslim Brotherhood’s own documents. To their credit, CLEET officials withstood the barrage
from CAIR and allowed the seminar to go forward as planned. THIS, MY FRIENDS, IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE
“POLITICAL PRESSURE APPROACH” IN PHASE FOUR OF THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD’S “FIVE-
PHASE” PLAN TO TAKE OVER THE GOVERNMENT AND REPLACE THE CONSTITUTION WITH
SHARIAH LAW!
 
But CAIR wasn’t finished. When they failed to get CLEET to back down, CAIR turned its guns on local police
departments. In a letter to the Dell City Police department dated February 27, 2012, CAIR sought to
intimidate Chief Taylor by making an “Open Records Act Request” which contained the following language,
 
                “We are concerned with DCPD’s exercise of oversight to ensure that the trainings
it funds, hosts, sanctions or participates in contain credible information by credible
experts about Islam, American Muslims and counterterrorism. It is our objective that
this request will provide the documents needed to comprehensively assess DCPD’s
performance in this area…” (See link to CAIR letter.)
 
The request then goes on to ask for information from, among others, the two presenters of the seminar. Let me remind you
that the seminar to which CAIR so vehemently objected was presented by a former FBI Counter Terrorism Agent who was
designated as a “Subject Matter Expert” in the area by the FBI, an Army Major who formerly briefed the Joint Chiefs at
the Pentagon and the former Commanding General of Delta Force who was also a former Deputy Undersecretary of
Defense for Intelligence. In addition, the presenters offered a letter signed by, among others, former CIA Director James
Woolsey which said this about the seminar the presenters offered: “While all four of us [signers] were in senior positions
in the U.S. Intelligence Community and should have been aware of this information-we were not. We first heard this
critical information from the two primary presenters.“ Tell me, do you really think CAIR is concerned about “credible
information by credible experts”? Once again, this is a timely example of the POLITICAL PRESSURE APPROACH.
 
B.      Weapons Training
 
Are you aware of the fact that there are currently over 30 terrorist training camps, complete with weapons training,
currently operating here in America? As documented in the film “Homegrwon Jihad,” these are Muslim Brotherhood
groups sponsored by a group out of Pakistan and our federal government is aware of these training camps but has not yet
shut them down. Furthermore, I’ve been told that there is a report to be issued soon with evidence that there some mosques
in America that have stockpiles of high-powered weapons stored there.
 
There is another piece of evidence from the HLF trial I’ve recently come across, however, that brings the issue of weapons
training closer to home to the citizens of Oklahoma. In 1981 the FBI secretly recorded a conversation that took place in
Missouri between a Muslim Brother named Zeid al-Naman and some other Muslim Brothers. In it, the following exchange
takes place:



 
                Q: “You mentioned to us that there is weapons training at the (Muslim Brotherhood’s) training
                camps but I did not see that at all in the mid-southern region camps. So, would you explain to
                us the reasons?”
 
                al-Naman: “(I)n Oklahoma they started to be strict about letting Muslims use the camps.
                They would ask them, for instance, to submit their names and they would ask you to bring
                an ID or something to prove your name… These harassments exist then in the state of
Oklahoma, for instance. And these are among the reasons which made our brothers in the (region)
                to have their camps here in Missouri….” (See attached “History of the Muslim Brotherhood”
                transcript, p. 16)
 
Tell me, in view of CAIR’s “political pressure approach,” do you think that law enforcement officials here in Oklahoma
today would dare to ask a Muslim for his ID “just” because he’s engaged in weapons training? Why don’t you ask Chief
Taylor of the Dell City Police Department what he thinks the answer might be. I suspect that “these harassments” no
longer exist in Oklahoma.
 
Phase Five: Seizing power to establish their Islamic Nation under which all parties and Islamic groups are united.
 
As stated in the seminar, the goal of the Muslim Brotherhood is twofold: 1) Establish worldwide Muslim rule (a
“Caliphate”) and 2) impose Shariah Law. While not all Muslims ascribe to the goals of the Muslim Brotherhood, we
should no deceive ourselves. Phase Five is clear and needs no further explanation.
 
Remember, friends, CAIR has been identified as a Muslim Brotherhood front organization. Keep that fact in mind the next
time you see a CAIR spokesman in the media. Forget the question of why ANY government would do business with a
Muslim Brotherhood organization, why do we even allow an organization that advocates “Seizing power to establish
their Islamic Nation” by use of force to operate here in America?
 
Remember also, CAIR has invited your state legislators to their Annual Conference on March 31st. Rumor is that there is
going to be a little surprise for CAIR but if you don’t think your elected officials should be doing business with CAIR,
why don’t you let them know how you feel? Stay tuned here to find out which legislators attend. Shariah Law, coming
soon to a neighborhood near you, compliments of CAIR.

 
 
 

 

The Emasculation of Speaker Kris Steele
 
 
As a young boy I had a knack for breaking and training horses so people would bring me young horses, even older horses
to break and gentle.  Occasionaly they would be young stud horses, males that had reached maturity and were becoming
too difficult to handle around mares.   So I'd take them down to one of the older horsemen's place outside of town, back
them up to a forked tree, wrap their tail around the trunk while someone else used a twich on the horses nose.  The old man
would step in, castrate the horse, and the horse wouldn't make a wimper or move an inch.  Twitches are nothing more than
a short stick or club with a small loop of nylon rope that is twisted around a horses nose, twisted tight, and you can do
about anything you want to do to a horse and he won't even "twitch" or move a muscle.
 
The emasculation of Speaker Kris Steele was predicted late last year but few thought that the event would attract as little
notice as it has.  Indeed we were caught unaware ourselves until a legislator pointed out that a lot of Democrat bills were
passing through the House of Representatives, far more than normal with a Republican dominated House and Senate.
 
Looking into the story, we found that Floor Leader Dale DeWitt had recieved standing orders to not piss off anyone!  
Watching some of the videos of the House action showed several conservative legislators amending bills just because they
could and no one would object.  Speaker Steele is so afraid of any sort of showdown with conservatives or Democrats that
the session has been described as a "lovefest".
 
One legislator warned that too many are not watching too closely and that bad bills are likely to be slipped through at the
last moments.   Legislators are literally not paying attention knowing that most of the bills will be killed in the Senate, the
only ones that seem to be unaware of this are the Democrats.
 
So what many expected to arrive in a flurry of action turned out to be done with nary a whimper from House leadership.  
What we thought would be a very, very, contentious session has turned out to be as tame as a gelding.  This won't last
though, something is afoot. 



 
 Two things are possible:

1. JW Hickman's clique might have become disinchanted with Speaker Steele and might be discussing throwing in
with the Democrats in overthrowing Speaker Steele.  If so, then they will move before too late in the session in order
to have time to pass bills to pay their political debts.

2. The JW Hickman clique has cut a deal with the Democrats and is planning another run at the Speaker designate slot
for 2013.   The Democrats are savy enough to get their payment up front, thus the large amount of Democratic bills
being rammned through the House.

 
Regardless of the reason, the House is unusually calm this session, so much so that legislator are relaxing their guard.
Expect something to break before sessions end, something that would either knock out three to four Conservative
legislators to tip the balance into the JW Hickman clicque's favor or watch for a sudden shift once the Democrats wise up
to the fact that no matter how many of their bills get passed, passing  through the House and making it through the Senate
are two different things.
 
 
Yippee Kia Yaeah  Speaker Steele.   Couldn't happen to a nicer guy.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: "Otie Ann Fried )"
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Support
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 4:57:00 PM
Attachments: Heritage_Exchange.pdf

3-22-11 Governor Fallin letter to lawmakers.pdf

 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 4:03 PM
To: Nate Webb; 'bobby@cgok.com'
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Support
 
Nate and Bobby,
 
Thanks for taking the time to meet with us this morning.  Any support you can give us on the
exchange right now would be most helpful.  I’ve attached a letter Governor Fallin sent to all
legislators earlier in the week outlining her support for the exchange as well as some FAQs we’ve
put together.  I’m also attaching the Heritage Foundation’s latest report “A Lawmakers Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges.”  Below is also a list of target Senators who we may need help with.
 
Anderson
Allen
Brecheen
Brinkley
David
Hold
Mazzei
Newberry
Reynolds
Russell
Stanislawski
Sykes
Treat
 
Please let me know if you have any questions!
 
Thank you,
Andrew
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
file:////c/andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov



Abstract: Health insurance exchanges are a good idea—
if they are used to implement patient-centered and market-
based health reforms that enhance choices and value for 
customers. The exchanges prescribed by Obamacare will 
have the opposite effect. Given the considerable uncer-
tainty surrounding if, when, or how the exchange provi-
sions of Obamacare will be implemented, governors and 
state policymakers opposed to the sweeping federal legis-
lation have difficult decisions to make. While state law-
makers, like everyone else, would prefer to have more 
certainty, the reality is that they cannot expect it any time 
soon. They must focus on finding ways to better manage 
the new uncertainty that Obamacare has injected into the 
health care system. Pending further changes at the federal 
level, state lawmakers must determine the best approach 
in their respective states for advancing their own positive 


“counter reforms,” and decide whether they will also try  
to block federal interference by creating a limited, “defen-
sive” Obamacare exchange—and they must do so now. 
Heritage Foundation health policy expert Edmund F.  
Haislmaier provides a hands-on guide for state lawmakers.


Governors and state legislators opposed to the 
misnamed Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(PPACA) face a dilemma. Trying to shoehorn patient-
centered, market-based reforms into the bureau-
cratic architecture of Obamacare’s health insurance 
exchanges is not a viable strategy, neither practically 
nor politically. But refusing to create an Obamacare 
state exchange, while politically appealing, would 
leave state health insurance markets vulnerable to 
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• The best strategy for state lawmakers who 
oppose the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act is to adopt their own reforms—
separate from, and independent of, Obam-
acare’s exchange design. 


• State policymakers should augment their 
“counter reform” with defensive measures 
that minimize federal interference while the 
ultimate fate of Obamacare is debated in 
Congress and litigated in federal courts.


• A defined-contribution health-insurance market 
can create more consumer-oriented competi-
tion—attractive for state lawmakers concerned 
that Obamacare’s new federal insurance reg-
ulations will result in insurer consolidation 
that further reduces choice and competition.


• Offering health benefits on a defined-contri-
bution basis can give state and local govern-
ments better budget control, and give work-
ers greater choice and portability of coverage.


• State lawmakers need to determine now the 
best approach for their own positive “coun-
ter reforms” while protecting their constitu-
ents from the adverse effects of this deeply 
flawed and misguided federal legislation.


Talking Points
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even more federal interference and disruption over 
the next two years.


The best strategy for state lawmakers is to adopt 
their own reforms—separate from, and indepen-
dent of, Obamacare’s exchange design. State poli-
cymakers should then consider augmenting their 


“counter reform” initiatives with defensive measures 
designed to minimize federal interference, while 
the ultimate fate of Obamacare is debated in Con-
gress and litigated in federal courts. Taking such an 
approach will give state lawmakers a strategy that 
has both offensive and defensive components.


Enacting their own reforms enables states to take 
the lead in advancing the kinds of patient-centered, 
pro-market reforms that should replace Obamacare; 
offers Americans concrete examples of a positive, 
alternative vision of real health reform; and rein-
forces congressional efforts to repeal this deeply 
flawed and misguided federal legislation.


In particular, state initiatives that create a 
“defined-contribution” market for employer-spon-
sored health coverage and that streamline state 
health insurance regulations will promote increased 
choice, competition, and value—in stark contrast 
to Obamacare’s design that further restricts choice 
and competition while increasing costs. Such moves 
will also restore state health insurance exchanges to 
their original purpose as non-regulatory, adminis-
trative mechanisms for implementing a competitive, 
patient-centered, market-based health system with-
in the constraint of current federal tax law, which 
provides greater tax relief for employer-sponsored 
coverage than for individually purchased coverage. 


This is in stark contrast to Obamacare’s perversion 
of exchanges into a bureaucratic tool for imple-
menting sweeping new federal regulations.


At the same time, state lawmakers can also take 
a defensive approach to Obamacare’s exchanges in 
their states so as to preserve state control and limit 
federal interference.


Understanding Obamacare’s  
Exchange Provisions


The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
provides for the establishment of health insurance 
exchanges in every state that conform to federal 
standards and requirements,1 authorizes the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to 
provide grants to states to create exchanges,2 and 
specifies that the Secretary is to establish and run 
exchanges in states that do not, or cannot, do so by 
January 1, 2014 (with the Secretary further required 
to make such determinations by January 1, 2013).3


The PPACA specifies two types of health insur-
ance exchanges: the American Health Benefit (AHB) 
and the Small Business Health Options Program 
(SHOP). The legislation contains various require-
ments for the structure, functions, and operations of 
AHB exchanges, but provides no specifications for 
SHOP exchanges. Instead, the PPACA simply states 
that SHOP exchanges are “to assist qualified employ-
ers in the State who are small employers in facilitat-
ing the enrollment of their employees in qualified 
health plans offered in the small group market in the 
State.”4 Thus, the relevant “exchange” provisions are 
really only those that relate to the AHB exchanges.


Under Obamacare, the AHB exchanges are 
designed to implement the federal regulation and 
standardization of private health insurance, admin-
ister a new program of federal health care subsidies 
for tens of millions of Americans, and enroll millions 
of additional Americans in state Medicaid programs.


The problem is that state lawmakers have no 
certainty about when, how, or even whether the 
PPACA’s exchange provisions will go into effect. The 


Given the uncertain environment, state lawmakers 
need strategies that support the goal of repealing 
Obamacare at the federal level, and that also 
promote alternative reforms that will shield  
their states from the PPACA’s destabilizing  
effects until repeal is achieved.


1. PL 111-148 § 1321(c)(1).


2. PL 111-148 § 1311.


3. PL 111-148 § 1321(c)(1).


4. PL 111-148 § 1311(b)(1)(B).
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Obama Administration faces significant technical 
challenges in merely implementing this complex 
legislation. At the same time, a majority of the pub-
lic remains opposed to Obamacare, more than half 
the states are challenging its constitutionality in fed-
eral courts, and either the current Congress or the 
next one could repeal, alter, delay, or defund all or 
parts of it. Given this uncertain environment, state 
lawmakers need strategies that support the goal of 
repealing Obamacare at the federal level, and that 
also promote alternative reforms that will shield 
their states from the PPACA’s destabilizing effects 
until repeal is eventually achieved.


Consumer-Centered Exchanges  
vs. Obamacare Exchanges


The first point to understand is that the entire 
design for health insurance exchanges in the PPACA 
is a perversion of the core concept of what is an oth-
erwise sound approach to improving health insur-
ance markets.


The true purpose of a state health insurance 
exchange is to act as a purely administrative mech-
anism for implementing a defined-contribution 
health insurance alternative for employer-spon-
sored coverage. Allowing employers to offer health 
benefits on a defined-contribution basis gives 
workers the ability to choose the coverage that best 
suits them and their families from a wide menu of 
options, creates new incentives for insurers and 
medical providers to compete for customers, and 
encourages greater diversity and experimentation in 
health plan design and benefits.


By enacting a defined-contribution health insur-
ance option for employment-based coverage, states 
can create a more consumer-driven health care mar-
ket while continuing to let workers benefit from the 
favorable federal tax treatment of employer-spon-
sored health benefits. Of course, such an approach 
would not be necessary if Congress were to enact 
health care tax reforms that provide the same tax 
treatment regardless of whether coverage is pur-
chased directly or through an employer—reforms 
that have long been advocated by numerous health 
policy experts. Since Obamacare does not include 
tax reforms and it is uncertain if or when Congress 
might undertake them, state-level defined-contri-
bution options for employer-sponsored coverage 


are still the most effective way to advance patient-
centered, market-based health reform.


Within that construct, the function of a state 
health insurance exchange is simply to serve as a 
common mechanism for administering the trans-
actions entailed in buyers and sellers offering and 
choosing coverage and paying and collecting premi-
ums—much like a stock exchange provides a com-
mon administrative mechanism for transactions 
associated with buying and selling securities. Thus, 
an exchange gives employers, no matter how small, 
the opportunity to offer their workers health ben-
efits in a market characterized by consumer choice 
from among numerous and varied plan options.


As with a stock exchange, a properly designed 
state health insurance exchange does not exercise 
regulatory powers. Rather, any regulatory func-
tions remain the province of applicable government 
agencies—security regulators, in the case of stocks; 
insurance regulators, in the case of health insurance. 
Indeed, such an administrative—not regulatory—
purpose is what the term “exchange” was originally 
intended to convey.


What Congress did in the PPACA, however, was 
to merely keep the word “exchange,” while des-
ignating the purpose as something very different. 
Rather than serving as a mechanism for expanding 
health insurance choice, variety, and competition, 
and for spurring plans and providers to inno-
vate and offer customers better value, Obamacare 
exchanges will impose new regulations, administer 
new subsidies, standardize coverage, and restrict 
consumer choice and insurer competition more 
than it is already. Thus, in the PPACA Congress has 
perverted the exchange concept into a bureaucratic 
tool for federal subsidization, standardization, and 
micromanagement of health insurance coverage by 
the Department of Health and Human Services.


It is important to recognize that it is Obamacare’s 
perversion of exchanges, not the original concept 
itself, that is the problem. What matters is not the 
label on the box, but the contents. Consequently, 
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term “health 
insurance exchange” should not deter state lawmak-
ers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, 
market-based reforms that employ state exchanges 
to perform purely administrative functions. If state 
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lawmakers want to further clarify this important 
distinction, they can use another term—such as 


“clearinghouse” or “administrator”—to distinguish 
their approach from the one in Obamacare.


Why States Should Enact their  
Own Health Insurance Reforms


State lawmakers should pursue reforms of the 
health insurance market now, independently of the 
PPACA, not only to increase access to coverage and 
provide incentives for better value in the near term, 
but also as a longer-term hedge against the uncer-
tainties surrounding the timing of the eventual 
disposition of the federally mandated exchange pro-
visions, related insurance market regulations, and 
the new federal subsidy program that the Obam-
acare exchanges are to administer.


In particular, states should create a defined-
contribution option for their employer-sponsored 
health insurance market. Lawmakers should also 
review their state’s existing benefit mandates and 
insurance rating rules to determine if those laws 
should be changed to make coverage more afford-
able. Beyond the near-term benefit of reducing pre-
miums, such state reforms will also serve as a hedge 
against the uncertainty of the PPACA’s effects while 
the fight over its repeal plays out in Congress and 
federal courts. Enacting their own “counter reforms” 
can better position states against the negative effects 
of Obamacare in several ways:


•	 Expanding or Preserving Health Insurance 
Choice and Competition. One advantage of 
a defined-contribution market for employer-
sponsored coverage is that it offers insurers a 
more level competitive playing field. In a prop-
erly structured defined-contribution market all 
insurers—whether they are large or small, new 
entrants or longstanding players, selling new 
or traditional coverage designs—can offer their 
plans on the same terms on a single “menu” to 
a large number of potential customers. Thus, 
competition among plans and insurers is more 
appropriately focused on those aspects that mat-
ter most to individual consumers—plan design, 
value, and customer service.


The ability of a defined-contribution market to 
create more level and consumer-oriented insurer 


competition is likely to be particularly attractive 
to states whose lawmakers are already concerned 
about inadequate choice and competition in their 
existing markets. It will also be attractive to state 
lawmakers justifiably concerned that the PPACA’s 
new federal insurance regulations will result in 
insurer consolidation that further reduces choice 
and competition in their state. A number of 
those regulations have already taken effect, such 
as several new federal benefit mandates, new 


“minimum loss ratio” regulations (which specify 
how insurers are to spend premium dollars), and 
new federal premium rate reviews. These regu-
lations will increase health insurance costs and 
lead some insurers to exit the market.


In addition, states with smaller populations or a 
single dominant carrier can collaborate with one 
or more neighboring states to create a regional 
defined-contribution market to provide more 
choice and competition for their employers and 
residents. States can implement such an approach 
through “cross-licensing” or “reciprocity” agree-
ments and shared administrative duties without 
federal approval for a formal “interstate compact,” 
though such a compact might be an option.


•	 Putting Countervailing Pressure on Federal 
Officials. Reducing state insurance benefit man-
dates or reforming rating rules not only makes 
coverage more affordable now, but will also 
make it politically more difficult for the feder-
al government to later impose costly coverage 
requirements through the PPACA’s “essential 
benefits” regulations and restrictive rating rules, 
which will sharply increase premiums for young-
er adults (both of which are also scheduled to 
take effect in 2014).5


•	 Creating an Alternative Market. Creating a 
defined-contribution market also provides states 
with the infrastructure for organizing and offer-
ing alternative, “non-qualified” coverage and 


States with smaller populations or a single 
dominant carrier can collaborate with 
neighboring states to create a regional defined-
contribution market to provide more choice and 
competition for their employers and residents.







page 5


No. 2534 March 21, 2011


health care financing arrangements for individu-
als and employers who refuse to comply with the 
PPACA’s mandates to buy coverage, should Con-
gress fail to repeal those mandates before 2014, 
when they are scheduled to go into effect. Such 
alternative products would be subject to state 
regulation, but designed to be exempt from fed-
eral regulation.


Advantages of Defined Contributions
In a traditional “defined-benefit” program the 


payer (an employer or government) determines the 
form of coverage (such as a PPO, HMO, or high-
deductible plan with an HSA), specifies the benefits 
offered, determines the share of premium that enroll-
ees pay, and sets the schedule of patient co-payments. 
Thus, in a defined-benefit program it is the payer who 
makes the key decisions and it is the payer who 
bears most of the risk for the cost of those decisions.


By contrast, in a defined-contribution program, 
the payer offers the enrollee a contribution to help 
fund the cost of the insurance—pre-tax compensa-
tion to workers if the payer is an employer, or a 
subsidy if the payer is a government. Each enrollee 
then chooses the coverage he prefers from a menu 
of plans—with different plan designs, benefits, and 
cost-sharing—offered by competing insurers, and 
pays for the coverage with whatever mix of contri-
butions he receives from employers and government 
(along with the enrollee’s own funds, if the available 
contribution from the payer does not cover the full 
cost of an individual’s chosen plan). A defined-con-
tribution option for health benefits offers a number 
of advantages:


•	 Because it reduces the effort and risk to employ-
ers associated with offering health benefits, it 
creates a way for more firms, particularly smaller 
ones, to offer coverage.


•	 Because workers can choose coverage from a var-
ied menu of plans, it increases the likelihood that 


more workers will be able to find a plan that they 
like and can afford.


•	 It provides a practical way for employers to offer 
part-time or seasonal workers prorated coverage 
contributions, with the reasonable expectation 
that those workers can obtain coverage by com-
bining the employer’s contribution with funds 
from other sources.


•	 It creates positive new incentives for health plan 
providers to collaborate with medical providers 
so that both get more business by offering con-
sumers and patients better service at lower pric-
es. When individuals and families choose their 
own coverage, they tend to prefer plans that offer 
better value—better care at lower prices—over 
plans that rely on crude cost-control strategies, 
such as limiting patient access to providers or 
simply paying doctors and hospitals less, regard-
less of performance.


•	 Over time, as more employers elect the defined-
contribution option, portability of health bene-
fits—with workers keeping their coverage when 
they change employers—becomes possible for 
more individuals and families.


•	 The same infrastructure can be used by states 
and local governments to provide health ben-
efits to their own workers on a defined-contri-
bution basis, and to “mainstream” recipients of 
public assistance by using Medicaid and Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) fund-
ing to provide them with better-quality private 
coverage.


Creating a Defined-Contribution Option
The principal goal of a defined-contribution 


option is to empower consumers to become the 
ultimate decision makers about their own health 
care. Following are key design issues that state law-
makers will need to consider:


5. For further discussion of the effects of the PPACA’s rating rules, see Edmund F. Haislmaier, “Obamacare and Insurance 
Rating Rules: Increasing Costs and Destabilizing Markets,” Heritage Foundation WebMemo No. 3111, January 20, 2011, at 
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/01/Obamacare-and-Insurance-Rating-Rules-Increasing-Costs-and-Destabilizing-
Markets. For further discussion of the PPACA’s benefit mandates, see Edmund F. Haislmaier, “Obamacare and Insurance 
Benefit Mandates: Raising Premiums and Reducing Patient Choice,” Heritage Foundation WebMemo No. 3110, January 20, 
2011, at http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/01/Obamacare-and-Insurance-Benefit-Mandates-Raising-Premiums-and-
Reducing-Patient-Choice. 
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1. Insurance plan standards. State lawmakers 
will need to ensure that all plans offered through 
the defined-contribution option qualify as employ-
er-sponsored coverage under both state and federal 
tax laws so that premiums can be paid on a pre- 
tax basis.


If a  state  intends to use its defined-contribution 
alternative to provide coverage for Medicaid and 
CHIP enrollees on a “premium support” basis—
as it should—state lawmakers will also need to 
ensure that at least some of the plans offered meet 
the federal “benchmark equivalent” standards for 
those programs.


A state’s defined-contribution option should also 
operate on an “any willing plan” basis—meaning 
that the state’s insurance department is instructed 
to approve any plan that meets the state’s standards 
for the defined-contribution market.


2. Rating rules. State lawmakers must ensure 
that the same rules for rating and pricing policies 
apply to the new defined-contribution coverage 
as well as the traditional defined-benefit employer 
group coverage. The specific rules themselves are 
less important than the fact that the same rules 
must apply to both subsets of the employer insur-
ance market, to avert potentially destabilizing 
selection behaviors by carriers or customers. As 
long as the rules are applied uniformly, lawmak-
ers can allow insurers to vary premiums on the 
basis of factors, such as age, geography, and family 
status.


While the specific provisions are not as impor-
tant as ensuring uniformity, there are some addi-
tional, practical considerations that state lawmakers 
will want to keep in mind when setting or modify-
ing rating rules, particularly with respect to varying 
premiums by age and geography.


With respect to age-rating of premiums, the 
natural age variation in medical costs is about 
five to one—meaning that among adults, the old-
est (non-Medicare) group consumes about five 
times as much medical care as the youngest group. 
Incomes also generally increase with age. Thus, if 
the state allows insurers to adjust plan prices to 
reflect the age of the enrollee, premiums will be 
lower for younger adults—who on average are 


healthier but have lower incomes—and higher for 
older adults—who generally consume more medi-
cal care but tend to have higher incomes. Letting 
premiums vary by age will be particularly impor-
tant if the state intends to subsidize coverage for 
low-income individuals, since it means that any 
subsidies can be better targeted to a relatively small 
number of older, low-income individuals, with less 
need to subsidize coverage for a large number of 
lower-income, younger—and healthier—individu-
als, since the latter group will be able to buy cover-
age at cheaper rates.


With respect to geographic variations in pre-
miums, lawmakers will want to consider whether 
any proposed variation reflects underlying differ-
ences in salary scales for health care workers, or 
simply differences in provider practice patterns. 
Allowing premium variations that reflect dif-
ferences in local economies, such as wage rates 
and living costs, is appropriate. But permitting 
variations in rates that are attributable primarily 
to differences in provider practice patterns will 
serve mainly to protect higher-cost, less-efficient 
providers. For guidance on the extent to which 
geographic variation in premiums is appropriate, 
lawmakers should look to their state’s economic 
data on wage rates and living costs, not to data on 
provider charges or practice patterns.


3. Structure and operations. The states will 
need to create health insurance exchanges—or a 
similar “clearinghouse” mechanism—to handle the 
administrative tasks associated with offering the 
defined-contribution option. Utah has pioneered a 
quick and low-cost design that relies on contract-
ing private-sector vendors to provide the necessary 
information technology and related infrastruc-
ture, funded by modest user fees paid by partici-
pants. States can adopt a variant of this approach, 
customized to fit their own particular needs and 
circumstances.6


4. State and local employee plans. The same 
advantages offered by defined-contribution options 
for private-sector firms and their employees can also 
be made available to state and local governments 
and their workers. As with private employers, offer-
ing health benefits on a defined-contribution basis 
can give state and local governments better budget 
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control over compensation costs, while at the same 
time giving their workers greater choice and porta-
bility of coverage.


Indeed, America’s largest and longest-running 
defined-contribution health benefit program is the 
Federal Employee Health Benefits Program (FEHBP), 
operated by the U.S. government’s Office of Person-
nel Management (OPM) for approximately 9 mil-
lion federal workers, retirees, and their dependents.


Another major advantage of providing health 
benefits to state and municipal workers through the 
defined-contribution option, is that those public-
sector plans will serve as “anchor” clients—that is, 
large, stable employers with a large, stable pool of 
covered individuals—and thus make participation 
in the defined-contribution option more attractive 
to both insurers and private-sector employers.


5. Role of risk adjustment. States will also 
need to establish a risk-adjustment mechanism that 
enables insurers to manage any selection effects 
that result from consumers having a wider choice 
of plans in the defined-contribution market.  Rather 
than viewing selection effects as an undesirable out-
come to be suppressed, lawmakers should see them 
as a potentially positive phenomenon to be managed.


For example, the existence of an adequate risk-
adjustment mechanism makes it possible for insur-
ers to offer plans that specialize in collaborating with 
providers to provide better care for individuals with 
specific medical conditions. Even though current 
federal law for employer-sponsored plans prevents 
carriers from varying premiums based on enrollee 
health status, insurers should be more willing to 
offer coverage designs that are likely to attract less 
healthy individuals if they know that the extra cost 
of those enrollees can be spread—through the risk 
adjuster—across all policyholders in the market.


Because health insurance risk adjustment is a 
highly technical issue best handled by actuaries, 
state lawmakers should not attempt to design a risk-
adjustment mechanism themselves.7 Rather, they 
should focus on authorizing the creation of a risk-
adjustment mechanism for their employer market 
within the following parameters:


•	 The state requires, as a condition of selling cover-
age in the state, that all carriers issuing employer-
sponsored plans—on either a defined-benefit or 
defined-contribution basis—participate in the 
risk adjuster.


•	 The enabling legislation should specify that 
the risk-adjustment system will be collective-
ly designed and operated by the participating 
insurers—without outside interference—under 
the regulatory supervision of the state’s insurance 
department.


•	 While the state may provide funding for the start-
up or administrative costs of the risk adjuster, 
the state will not provide any funding to the risk 
adjuster for claims costs. The risk adjuster is to 
function as a “closed loop” within which par-
ticipating insurers adjust among themselves for 
selection effects, not as a “backdoor” subsidy to 
carriers for higher cost enrollees.


•	 If the state intends to also offer health benefits 
to state and municipal employees on a defined-
contribution basis—as it should—then its cur-
rent state and municipal plans should also be 
participating “insurers” in the risk adjuster. 
That way, lawmakers can allow those existing 
plans to continue to offer their coverage to state 
and municipal workers as options on a greatly 
expanded menu of coverage choices, without the 
risk of those plans being destabilized by selec-
tion effects.


6. For a further discussion of Utah’s defined-contribution health reforms, see Gregg Girvan, “Utah’s Defined- 
Contribution Option: Patient-Centered Health Care,” Heritage Foundation Backgrounder No. 2445, July 30, 2010, at 
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2010/07/Utahs-Defined-Contribution-Option-Patient-Centered-Health-Care, and  
Gregg Girvan, “Consumer Power: Five Lessons from Utah’s Heath Care Reform,” Heritage Foundation Backgrounder  
No. 2453, August 19, 2010, at http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2010/08/Consumer-Power-5-Lessons-from-Utah-s-
Heath-Care-Reform.


7. For a further discussion of risk adjustment, see Edmund F. Haislmaier, “State Health Care Reform: A Brief Guide to  
Risk Adjustment in Consumer-Driven Health Insurance Markets,” Heritage Foundation Backgrounder No. 2166, July  
28, 2008, at http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2008/07/State-Health-Care-Reform-A-Brief-Guide-to-Risk-Adjustment-in-
ConsumerDriven-Health-Insurance-Markets. 
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While the main purpose of the risk adjuster 
will be to facilitate greater individual choice in the 
defined-contribution market segment, it should also 
apply to the traditional defined-benefit employer-
group market segment as well, for two reasons. First, 
doing so will minimize the possibility of selection 
effects between the two market segments.  Second, 
it will help stabilize premiums in the traditional 
group coverage market, so that employers who offer 
defined-benefit coverage no longer face “experience 
rating” premium spikes when one employee incurs 
a major illness.


6. Role of agents and brokers. For businesses 
that decide to offer health benefits on a defined-con-
tribution basis, insurance agents could not only help 
the business make the necessary arrangements, but 
could also counsel individual employees on making 
coverage choices that best suit their particular needs 
and preferences, and “service” their policies—such 
as by helping them should they experience a prob-
lem or seek to appeal a claim or coverage decision 
by their insurer. The availability of such advice from 
a trained and knowledgeable professional benefits 
the employer as well as its workers, since business 
owners generally feel uncomfortable giving their 
employees personal advice and are naturally wary 
of any possible legal ramifications.


The key change for insurance brokers is that in a 
defined-contribution market, they will act as “buy-
er’s agents,” instead of their more traditional role 
of “seller’s agents.”  This is similar to the business 
model shift that has occurred in recent years with 
many real estate agents. State lawmakers can facili-
tate such a shift by providing for a per-enrollee, fee-
based compensation structure for agents in which 
the broker is paid the same amount regardless of 
which plan the worker (client) chooses.


While some brokers welcome such a change, 
seeing it as a way to expand their client base and 
establish relationships with new customers who 
might also be interested in other products the bro-
kers offer—such as life, disability, or property insur-
ance—others have so far been resistant.


However, another change resulting from the 
PPACA is likely to make more insurance agents 
consider shifting from representing carriers to 
representing buyers. Specifically, the PPACA’s new 


“minimum loss ratio” regulations, which apply to all 
commercial major medical policies and took effect 
on January 1, 2011, will count commissions paid by 
carriers to agents against the share of the premium 
that insurers are allowed to retain to cover admin-
istrative costs and for profit. Thus, health insurers 
will have a strong, new incentive to reduce, or even 
eliminate, sales commissions to agents, since those 
payments will now directly reduce insurer profits.


In a defined-contribution market, however, agent 
compensation can take the form of a fee paid by the 
buyer, which is therefore separate from any mini-
mum loss ratio calculation applied to insurer pre-
mium income. This also means that agents can offer 
their clients all the plan options available in the 
defined-contribution market, not just those from 
insurers with whom they currently have contracts. 
State insurance regulators can help facilitate this 
transition by providing licensed brokers with addi-
tional training, information, and comparison tools 
for the state’s new defined-contribution market.


Preserving State Authority  
in the Face of Obamacare


Some state lawmakers may decide it is in the best 
interest of their state to simply refuse to implement 
an American Health Benefit exchange and instead 
focus solely on their own state-based reforms that 
counter Obamacare. That view is understandable, 
and consistent with the strong opposition to Obam-
acare among many of their constituents.


Others, however, may also want to shield their 
states from the legislation’s harmful effects and min-
imize federal interference in addition to advancing 
their own counter reforms at the state level. Those 
state lawmakers can enact defensive measures that 
slow, block, or restrict federal implementation of 
Obamacare in their states—at least until such time 
as the legislation is either repealed by Congress or 
voided by the Supreme Court.


In a defined-contribution market, agent 
compensation can take the form of a fee paid by 
the buyer, which is therefore separate from any 
minimum loss ratio calculation applied to insurer 
premium income.
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One such defensive component is for state law-
makers to protect the independence and integrity 
of their state insurance departments by refusing 
to accept (or returning, if already received) federal 


“premium review” grant funding. This funding was 
included in the PPACA in order to co-opt states into 
helping implement the legislation’s new system of 
arbitrary and politically manipulated health-insur-
er rate regulation by HHS. State lawmakers need 
to reassure the citizens they represent that their 
state insurance departments will continue to apply 
appropriate financial requirements so that premi-
ums are sufficient to cover claims costs, and will not 
acquiesce to the Administration’s agenda of politi-
cized rate regulation—which could threaten insurer 
solvency and potentially leave policyholders liable 
for unpaid claims.


Similarly, when it comes to the Obamacare AHB 
exchanges, state lawmakers should also consider 
taking a defensive strategy.


As noted, the PPACA effectively gives state gov-
ernments a “right of first refusal” to design and 
operate AHB exchanges within federal guidelines. If 
a state does not exercise that right in a timely man-
ner, the HHS Secretary is required to establish an 
exchange in that state. There are two important 
considerations that state lawmakers should take 
into account.


First, a state refusing to create an AHB exchange 
raises the prospect of HHS—or an organization 
picked by HHS—controlling access to the state’s 
Medicaid program. That is because the legislation 
requires the AHB exchange to enroll any individuals 
it determines Medicaid-eligible in the state Medic-
aid program, instead of giving them the new fed-
eral coverage subsidies.8 It also requires states to 
accept such individuals into their Medicaid pro-
grams without any further eligibility determina-
tion, leaving states unable to reject even erroneous 
eligibility determinations.9 The combined result of 
those two provisions is effectively to transfer con-
trol over enrollment in state Medicaid programs to 
AHB exchanges beginning in 2014. From that point 
on, whoever controls the AHB exchange becomes 


the de facto gatekeeper for both the state’s Medicaid 
program and the new federal subsidy system.


Second, depending on how it is implemented, 
an AHB exchange can also become a de facto health 
insurance regulator that is in competition, or con-
flict, with the state’s insurance department. If a state 
creates the AHB exchange itself, state lawmakers 
can take steps to avoid or limit potentially duplica-
tive or conflicting insurance market regulation. But 
if the state lets HHS create the AHB exchange, then, 
in order to meet the requirements of the PPACA 
with respect to participating insurance plans, the 
exchange will need to exercise the full range of 
insurance regulatory powers available to it under 
the legislation, since it will be unable to rely on 
the state’s insurance department. Thus, a state that 
declines to set up an AHB exchange can expect the 
exchange established by HHS to act as a duplicative, 
and likely conflicting, insurance regulator, further 
disrupting the state’s health insurance market.


Furthermore, the timing of this second risk is 
more immediate. While the Medicaid changes are 
not scheduled until 2014, a number of insurance 
regulations have already gone into effect. Thus, the 
sooner a state declares “non-compliance” with the 
PPACA, the sooner HHS will build an exchange in 
that state to act as a federal insurance regulator, and 
the sooner insurers will gravitate toward answer-
ing to HHS rather than to the state’s insurance 
department.


The alternative to not creating an AHB exchange 
is for state lawmakers to establish a narrowly limit-
ed and closely controlled AHB exchange within the 
parameters of the federal legislation. Such a “defen-
sive” approach lets state lawmakers who oppose 
Obamacare, or who are at least wary of its effects, 
avoid the risk of losing control over their Medic-
aid programs or insurance markets by letting HHS 
operate AHB exchanges in their states.


The strategy behind this approach is for state 
lawmakers to tailor the design of their state’s AHB 
exchange to maximize state government con-
trol, restrict the potential for federal interference, 
minimize market disruptions, limit the associated 


8. PL 111-148 § 1311(d)(4)(F).


9. New § 1943(b)(1)(B) of the Social Security Act, as added by PL 111-148 § 2201.
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costs and risks to the state, and preserve the state’s 
options for responding to potential future changes 
in federal law.


Structuring a “Defensive” AHB Exchange
For a state that elects to take a “defensive” 


approach, the best way to proceed is by disaggregat-
ing the functional components of the AHB exchange, 
determining the best solution for each function, 
and then networking the components into a whole, 
along the following lines:


1. Corporate form and governance. The state 
should set up a “shell” AHB exchange and “sub-
contract” its various functions to a combination of 
state agencies and private-sector vendors, based 
on relevant expertise. While the PPACA allows 
the exchange to be housed within a state govern-
ment (either as a new agency or as a subset of an 
existing one), state lawmakers will likely prefer the 
alternative PPACA option of establishing their AHB 
exchange as a specially chartered, state-govern-
ment-sponsored, independent entity—but without 
any regulatory powers.10


There are three reasons for doing so. First, reg-
ulatory powers are retained within the applicable 
agencies of state government—not delegated to a 
quasi-independent entity over which state lawmak-
ers have limited control and which will be more 
inclined to take direction from federal officials. Sec-
ond, the state government avoids directly manag-
ing or funding the exchange’s purely administrative 
functions, with those tasks instead contracted to pri-
vate-sector vendors and funded by user fees. Third, 
the state has more flexibility to set governance of 
the exchange by a board composed of whatever mix 
of public officials and stakeholder representatives it 
deems most appropriate.


2. Certification of insurers and health plans. 
Lawmakers should vest their state’s insurance 
department with responsibility for determining 
which carriers and health plans “qualify” under 
state and federal law to be offered through the 
AHB exchange. They should then stipulate that the 
exchange is to accept, without modification, those 
determinations by the insurance department and 


fulfill its requirement under the PPACA to “certify” 
participating insurers and plans by simply forward-
ing the state insurance department’s determinations 
to HHS.


Such an arrangement has several advantages. 
First, it preserves state authority and accountabil-
ity with respect to insurance regulation. Second, 
it avoids the potential for duplication and confu-
sion in market regulation. Third, it keeps insur-
ance regulation in the hands of those with the most 
extensive technical expertise—existing state insur-
ance regulators. Fourth, it enables the state to more 
effectively challenge or contest any HHS regulation 
or interpretation of the PPACA with which the state 
disagrees. Should such disputes arise, the state will 
be positioned to deploy in support of its case the 
data and technical expertise of its insurance depart-
ment, augmented by the legal resources of the state’s 
Attorney General, if necessary.


As a related measure, state insurance law should 
be amended to stipulate that the certification of car-
riers and plans to participate in the exchange is to be 
implemented by the state’s insurance department on 
an “any willing plan” basis. Meaning, that any plan 
that meets the applicable federal and state standards 
in effect at that time—as determined by the state’s 
insurance department—will be automatically certi-
fied as eligible to be offered in the exchange. Such 
a move ensures a level competitive playing field for 
insurers, avoids the problems that arise when gov-
ernments try to pick winners and losers, and helps 
preserve maximum consumer choice in the market.


Lawmakers should also instruct their state insur-
ance department to apply state insurance law until 
such time as federal law preempts state law, and 
not to make any preemptive regulatory changes 
to accommodate federal laws or regulations that 
have not yet taken effect. In addition to preserving 
state sovereignty, such an approach has the practi-
cal advantages of limiting confusion in the market 
and serving as a “hedge” against the possibility that 
one or more of Obamacare’s new federal insurance 
requirements may be postponed, repealed, or signif-
icantly altered prior to their statutory effective dates.


3. Eligibility determination. State lawmakers 


10. PL 111-148 § 1311(d)(1).
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should require the exchange to subcontract eligibil-
ity determinations to the state’s Medicaid program in 
order to maintain state control. This also gives state 
lawmakers an opportunity to review their current 
program eligibility determination process and make 
improvements. For example, states that currently 
allow local governments to make program eligibility 
determinations might want to use this opportunity 
to consolidate that function at the state level, so as 
to achieve more consistent and accurate decisions. 
Under Obamacare, it will be necessary to determine 
if individuals are eligible for Medicaid under either 
pre-PPACA rules or under the PPACA Medicaid 
expansion provisions—with different federal match 
rates for the two eligibility categories. Also, a much 
larger share of the state’s population that does not 
qualify for Medicaid or CHIP will be eligible for the 
new federal subsidies through the exchange, so law-
makers will need to plan for increased funding and 
system upgrades as well.


4. Certification of agents and “navigators.” As 
with certification of insurers and health plans, state 
lawmakers should require the exchange to simply 
accept the determinations of the state’s existing pro-
fessional licensure system when it comes to certi-
fying agents or organizations as “navigators” who 
assist individuals with enrolling in the exchange 
and choosing a health plan. State lawmakers will 
at some point need to amend the applicable state 
licensure statute and compensation regulations as 
necessary to conform them to whatever standards 
HHS eventually issues to implement these provi-
sions of the PPACA.


States will still be able to specify different licen-
sure standards for agents selling health coverage 
outside of the exchange—if they so choose—though 
this would be a good opportunity for lawmakers 
to review those existing statutes and regulations to 
determine if other changes should be made to them 
as well.


5. Administrative functions. When it comes 
to the various administrative functions that Obam-
acare requires the exchange to perform—such as 
providing a Web site for enrollment, plan compari-
son and plan selection, toll-free telephone assis-
tance, an online calculator for determining plan 
costs to enrollees, information transmission to the 


U.S. Treasury to calculate and pay enrollee subsi-
dies—the best course of action is for the exchange 
to simply hire private-sector vendors to provide the 
necessary software and operational support.


If, at some point, either Congress rescinds fund-
ing or the Supreme Court voids Obamacare, then 
the vendors will stop their work. In the event that 
Obamacare is still in place when the exchanges are 
scheduled to begin operation, a state’s enabling leg-
islation should require the exchange to fund its sub-
sequent ongoing operations with user fees. Because 
of the PPACA’s minimum loss ratio regulations, the 
enabling legislation should further specify that the 
exchange is to charge such user fees to enrollees, 
not to participating insurers.


In contracting for these administrative and tech-
nical services, state lawmakers can either require 
the exchange to follow existing state government 
contracting procedures, or permit the exchange’s 
governing board to adopt alternative procedures.


6. State legislature oversight. A state that takes 
this approach should also establish special over-
sight committees of its legislature to supervise the 
AHB exchange and the interactions between the 
exchange and relevant state government agencies 
and departments. The oversight committees should 
pay particularly close attention to the state’s insur-
ance department, its Medicaid and CHIP programs, 
and its tax and revenue department (which may be 
affected by the need to verify income in connection 
with eligibility determinations for Medicaid and the 
new federal subsidies).


States will want to vest this oversight responsi-
bility with new special committees—one for each 
legislative chamber, or, a single bicameral special 
committee—because implementation will involve 
several executive branch agencies and the jurisdic-
tions of more than one standing committee. State 
legislatures typically have standing insurance com-
mittees to handle insurance matters, as well as 
standing health committees with jurisdiction over 
the state’s Medicaid and CHIP programs. Thus, the 
state’s legislative leadership will want to ensure that 
a special exchange oversight committee includes 
both members with experience and expertise in 
insurance law and members with experience and 
expertise in Medicaid and CHIP. Leadership may 
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also want to ensure that members with experience 
and expertise in other areas, such as tax or appro-
priations, serve on the special oversight committee.


Furthermore, states whose legislatures meet in 
time-limited sessions will want to authorize any 
oversight committee as an “interim” committee so 
that it continues to function between the regular 
sessions of the legislature. Should an interim over-
sight committee identify issues that need immedi-
ate legislative attention, those states can use their 
established procedures for calling the full legislature 
back for a “special” session to consider any relevant 
legislation.


7. Sunset provision. The state’s enabling legis-
lation should also include a sunset provision that 
automatically terminates the state’s AHB exchange 
should a Supreme Court ruling void the legislation 
or should subsequent federal legislation be enact-
ed that repeals the authority granted to the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services to establish 
AHB exchanges in states that do not establish such 
exchanges on their own. Specifically, the sunset 
provision should be triggered by any future federal 
repeal or nullification of Section 1321(c) of Public 
Law 111-148.


Conclusion
State lawmakers now face important decisions 


about whether they will pursue their own health 
insurance market reforms—separate and differ-
ent from Obamacare—and whether they will cre-
ate defensive AHB exchanges to shield their states 
and minimize federal interference while they await 
the ultimate disposition of Obamacare by Congress 
or the Supreme Court. State lawmakers should 
understand that these decisions, while related, are 
in fact severable. They can opt to pursue their own 
reforms, create a defensive AHB exchange, do both, 
or do neither.


State lawmakers should pursue health insurance 
market reforms of their own design now, indepen-


dent of the PPACA, not only to increase access to 
coverage and provide incentives for better value 
in the near term, but also as a longer-term hedge 
against the uncertainties surrounding the timing of 
the eventual disposition of Obamacare’s exchange 
provisions, related insurance market regulations, 
and the new federal subsidy program that the 
exchanges are intended to administer.


While there are good reasons why some states 
may decide not to establish AHB exchanges, it is 
important that state lawmakers inclined toward that 
option carefully consider its implications for their 
state’s Medicaid program and insurance market. 
State lawmakers who feel more comfortable with a 
strategy that protects their state as much as possible 
until Obamacare’s fate is decided by Congress or 
the Supreme Court can instead pursue the alterna-
tive approach of adopting a limited, defensive AHB 
exchange design.


Given the considerable uncertainty surround-
ing if, when, or how the exchange provisions of 
the PPACA will be implemented, the wisest course 
for state lawmakers is to adopt responses that posi-
tion their states for a range of possible outcomes. 
While state lawmakers, like everyone else, would 
obviously prefer to have more certainty regarding 
Obamacare, the reality is that they cannot expect to 
obtain such certainty any time soon. Consequent-
ly, they will instead need to focus in the near term 
on finding ways to better manage the new uncer-
tainty that Obamacare has injected into the health 
care system. Pending further changes at the fed-
eral level, state lawmakers need to determine now 
the best approach in each of their respective states 
for advancing their own positive “counter reforms” 
while also protecting their constituents from the 
disruption and adverse effects of this deeply flawed 
and misguided federal legislation.


—Edmund F. Haislmaier is Senior Research Fellow 
in the Center for Health Policy Studies at The Heritage 
Foundation.
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Dear Lawmaker, 


 


As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year anniversary of the enactment of 


President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our 


legislators and the majority of our citizens do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately 


harmful to our economy and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration 


and our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States Congresswoman.  


 


As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is either repealed by federal 


legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has 


my full support as they work towards the former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and 


encouragement as he leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White 


House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and have requested that the 


White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I 


have been proud to be part of a united conservative front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most 


dangerous and counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades. 


 


I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the land for some time to 


come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to actively assault both the rights of our citizens 


and the tenth amendment rights of our states. For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to 


find new ways to prevent a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.  


 


One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to implement an Oklahoma-


based, free-market health insurance exchange so that Washington does not force its own model on the state. 


While we have already begun to create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, 


which creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that legislation.  


 


Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin establishing a federally 


designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states except those that have begun implementing their 


own state-based exchanges. If we do not develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be 


powerless to oppose the creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma. 


 


As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been a conservative idea. In 


2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange based on model legislation introduced by the 


conservative Heritage Foundation.  


 


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to create will be an online 


health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing vastly improved access to information on private 


insurance products and expanding the purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance 


products will be sold to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and the 


free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to force on us, the exchange 


we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the 


PPACA.  


 


If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the results will be devastating for 


those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the 


state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we 


develop here in Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by public debt 


for many years to come.  


 


For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB 2130 is a vote to leave 


Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.  


 


As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of our lawmakers, as well as 


the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it 


overturned or repealed. But I believe we have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in 


the event the federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal government to 


seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something unrecognizable and harmful to the state of 


Oklahoma and its citizens.  


 


For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market, conservative exchange and defend 


Oklahoma against the federalization of our health insurance by voting for HB 2130. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Mary Fallin  


Governor 
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange:

5 Frequently Asked Questions
 

·         What is a health insurance exchange?

            Health insurance exchanges are online portals where consumers can get information about
various health insurance plans, compare prices and ultimately purchase health insurance.  The
Oklahoma-based exchange that Governor Mary Fallin supports will be a patient-centered, pro-
market exchange consistent with her conservative values. The purpose of the exchange will be to
empower consumers with information and to use free market principles to contain health insurance
costs.

The premiere conservative think tank in the nation, the Heritage Foundation, supports the
creation of these exchanges. In a March 21, 2011 document entitled “A State Lawmaker’s Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges,” the Heritage Foundation outlines the necessity of developing a state
exchange in the immediate future.
 

·         What happens if Oklahoma does not establish its own exchange?

            If a state does not establish its own health insurance exchange, the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA, also known as “ObamaCare”) mandates that President Obama’s
HHS Secretary is required to establish a federally run exchange in that state. As the Heritage
Foundation writes, “…the sooner a state declares ‘non-compliance’ with the PPACA, the sooner
HHS will build an exchange in that state to act as a federal insurance regulator.”  In other words, a
state that does not build its own insurance exchange is resigning itself to the presence of a
federally designed, federally run exchange.
            The best way to ward off a federal takeover of that kind if to pursue what the Heritage
Foundation calls “defensive” reform efforts to block federal interference. One of those defensive
efforts is the creation of a market-based exchange that Governor Fallin and other conservative
lawmakers are seeking to create.
 

·         President Obama says he supports exchanges and one element of ObamaCare is the
creation of a federal exchange. How can exchanges be a conservative idea?

The Heritage Foundation writes:
Consumer-Centered Exchanges vs. ObamaCare Exchanges

            “The first point to understand is that the entire design for health insurance exchanges in
the PPACA is a perversion of the core concept of what is an otherwise sound approach to
improving health insurance markets. … It is important to recognize that it is ObamaCare’s
perversion of the exchanges, not the original concept itself, that is the problem. … Consequently,
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term ‘health insurance exchange’ should not deter state

http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/03/A-State-Lawmakers-Guide-to-Health-Insurance-Exchanges
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/03/A-State-Lawmakers-Guide-to-Health-Insurance-Exchanges


lawmakers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, market-based reforms that employ state
exchanges to perform purely administrative functions.”
 

·         How much will it cost to build a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma? How will
we pay for it?

            Cost estimates vary based on the composition and governance of the exchange. Currently,
the plans for an Oklahoma exchange are in their infancy. HB 2130, which the governor is asking
lawmakers to support, creates a governing board for the Oklahoma exchange which will, over the
course of the next months and years, answer that question. The governor’s office and the state
department of health are also holding regular “stakeholder meetings” to allow consumers, industry
professionals and concerned citizens to weigh in on what they would like to see in an exchange.
            Currently, it will be a challenge for the state of Oklahoma to afford the cost of
implementing and maintaining a health insurance exchange on its own. The state is facing a $500
million budget shortfall and cuts to the department of health are expected to be at least 3% in the
next fiscal year.
            Fortunately, Oklahoma has received a $54 million Early Innovator Grant from the federal
government. That does not mean, however, it will cost $54 million to establish and run an
exchange. Governor Fallin plans on returning any money the state does not use.
 

·         Does accepting federal money mean that Oklahoma is agreeing to implement
ObamaCare?

            No. The Early Innovator Grant was awarded to Oklahoma to be used to build a state-based
exchange. The Oklahoma legislature had already passed a bill authorizing the creation of such an
exchange; the grant simply provides the money needed to fund it. Governor Fallin will not
support any legislation that forces ObamaCare on the state of Oklahoma.
             
 



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: mike.thompson@oid.ok.gov
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Support
Date: Wednesday, March 30, 2011 10:22:00 AM
Attachments: Heritage_Exchange.pdf

3-22-11 Governor Fallin letter to lawmakers.pdf

Below is a list of target senators for your information
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 4:03 PM
To: 
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Support
 
 
Thanks for taking the time to meet with us this morning.  Any support you can give us on the
exchange right now would be most helpful.  I’ve attached a letter Governor Fallin sent to all
legislators earlier in the week outlining her support for the exchange as well as some FAQs we’ve
put together.  I’m also attaching the Heritage Foundation’s latest report “A Lawmakers Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges.”  Below is also a list of target Senators who we may need help with.
 
Anderson
Allen
Brecheen
Brinkley
David
Holt
Mazzei
Newberry
Reynolds
Russell
Sykes
Treat
 
Please let me know if you have any questions!
 
Thank you,
Andrew
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
 
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
mailto:mike.thompson@oid.ok.gov
file:////c/andrew.silvestri@govelect.ok.gov



Abstract: Health insurance exchanges are a good idea—
if they are used to implement patient-centered and market-
based health reforms that enhance choices and value for 
customers. The exchanges prescribed by Obamacare will 
have the opposite effect. Given the considerable uncer-
tainty surrounding if, when, or how the exchange provi-
sions of Obamacare will be implemented, governors and 
state policymakers opposed to the sweeping federal legis-
lation have difficult decisions to make. While state law-
makers, like everyone else, would prefer to have more 
certainty, the reality is that they cannot expect it any time 
soon. They must focus on finding ways to better manage 
the new uncertainty that Obamacare has injected into the 
health care system. Pending further changes at the federal 
level, state lawmakers must determine the best approach 
in their respective states for advancing their own positive 


“counter reforms,” and decide whether they will also try  
to block federal interference by creating a limited, “defen-
sive” Obamacare exchange—and they must do so now. 
Heritage Foundation health policy expert Edmund F.  
Haislmaier provides a hands-on guide for state lawmakers.


Governors and state legislators opposed to the 
misnamed Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(PPACA) face a dilemma. Trying to shoehorn patient-
centered, market-based reforms into the bureau-
cratic architecture of Obamacare’s health insurance 
exchanges is not a viable strategy, neither practically 
nor politically. But refusing to create an Obamacare 
state exchange, while politically appealing, would 
leave state health insurance markets vulnerable to 
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• The best strategy for state lawmakers who 
oppose the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act is to adopt their own reforms—
separate from, and independent of, Obam-
acare’s exchange design. 


• State policymakers should augment their 
“counter reform” with defensive measures 
that minimize federal interference while the 
ultimate fate of Obamacare is debated in 
Congress and litigated in federal courts.


• A defined-contribution health-insurance market 
can create more consumer-oriented competi-
tion—attractive for state lawmakers concerned 
that Obamacare’s new federal insurance reg-
ulations will result in insurer consolidation 
that further reduces choice and competition.


• Offering health benefits on a defined-contri-
bution basis can give state and local govern-
ments better budget control, and give work-
ers greater choice and portability of coverage.


• State lawmakers need to determine now the 
best approach for their own positive “coun-
ter reforms” while protecting their constitu-
ents from the adverse effects of this deeply 
flawed and misguided federal legislation.


Talking Points
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even more federal interference and disruption over 
the next two years.


The best strategy for state lawmakers is to adopt 
their own reforms—separate from, and indepen-
dent of, Obamacare’s exchange design. State poli-
cymakers should then consider augmenting their 


“counter reform” initiatives with defensive measures 
designed to minimize federal interference, while 
the ultimate fate of Obamacare is debated in Con-
gress and litigated in federal courts. Taking such an 
approach will give state lawmakers a strategy that 
has both offensive and defensive components.


Enacting their own reforms enables states to take 
the lead in advancing the kinds of patient-centered, 
pro-market reforms that should replace Obamacare; 
offers Americans concrete examples of a positive, 
alternative vision of real health reform; and rein-
forces congressional efforts to repeal this deeply 
flawed and misguided federal legislation.


In particular, state initiatives that create a 
“defined-contribution” market for employer-spon-
sored health coverage and that streamline state 
health insurance regulations will promote increased 
choice, competition, and value—in stark contrast 
to Obamacare’s design that further restricts choice 
and competition while increasing costs. Such moves 
will also restore state health insurance exchanges to 
their original purpose as non-regulatory, adminis-
trative mechanisms for implementing a competitive, 
patient-centered, market-based health system with-
in the constraint of current federal tax law, which 
provides greater tax relief for employer-sponsored 
coverage than for individually purchased coverage. 


This is in stark contrast to Obamacare’s perversion 
of exchanges into a bureaucratic tool for imple-
menting sweeping new federal regulations.


At the same time, state lawmakers can also take 
a defensive approach to Obamacare’s exchanges in 
their states so as to preserve state control and limit 
federal interference.


Understanding Obamacare’s  
Exchange Provisions


The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
provides for the establishment of health insurance 
exchanges in every state that conform to federal 
standards and requirements,1 authorizes the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to 
provide grants to states to create exchanges,2 and 
specifies that the Secretary is to establish and run 
exchanges in states that do not, or cannot, do so by 
January 1, 2014 (with the Secretary further required 
to make such determinations by January 1, 2013).3


The PPACA specifies two types of health insur-
ance exchanges: the American Health Benefit (AHB) 
and the Small Business Health Options Program 
(SHOP). The legislation contains various require-
ments for the structure, functions, and operations of 
AHB exchanges, but provides no specifications for 
SHOP exchanges. Instead, the PPACA simply states 
that SHOP exchanges are “to assist qualified employ-
ers in the State who are small employers in facilitat-
ing the enrollment of their employees in qualified 
health plans offered in the small group market in the 
State.”4 Thus, the relevant “exchange” provisions are 
really only those that relate to the AHB exchanges.


Under Obamacare, the AHB exchanges are 
designed to implement the federal regulation and 
standardization of private health insurance, admin-
ister a new program of federal health care subsidies 
for tens of millions of Americans, and enroll millions 
of additional Americans in state Medicaid programs.


The problem is that state lawmakers have no 
certainty about when, how, or even whether the 
PPACA’s exchange provisions will go into effect. The 


Given the uncertain environment, state lawmakers 
need strategies that support the goal of repealing 
Obamacare at the federal level, and that also 
promote alternative reforms that will shield  
their states from the PPACA’s destabilizing  
effects until repeal is achieved.


1. PL 111-148 § 1321(c)(1).


2. PL 111-148 § 1311.


3. PL 111-148 § 1321(c)(1).


4. PL 111-148 § 1311(b)(1)(B).
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Obama Administration faces significant technical 
challenges in merely implementing this complex 
legislation. At the same time, a majority of the pub-
lic remains opposed to Obamacare, more than half 
the states are challenging its constitutionality in fed-
eral courts, and either the current Congress or the 
next one could repeal, alter, delay, or defund all or 
parts of it. Given this uncertain environment, state 
lawmakers need strategies that support the goal of 
repealing Obamacare at the federal level, and that 
also promote alternative reforms that will shield 
their states from the PPACA’s destabilizing effects 
until repeal is eventually achieved.


Consumer-Centered Exchanges  
vs. Obamacare Exchanges


The first point to understand is that the entire 
design for health insurance exchanges in the PPACA 
is a perversion of the core concept of what is an oth-
erwise sound approach to improving health insur-
ance markets.


The true purpose of a state health insurance 
exchange is to act as a purely administrative mech-
anism for implementing a defined-contribution 
health insurance alternative for employer-spon-
sored coverage. Allowing employers to offer health 
benefits on a defined-contribution basis gives 
workers the ability to choose the coverage that best 
suits them and their families from a wide menu of 
options, creates new incentives for insurers and 
medical providers to compete for customers, and 
encourages greater diversity and experimentation in 
health plan design and benefits.


By enacting a defined-contribution health insur-
ance option for employment-based coverage, states 
can create a more consumer-driven health care mar-
ket while continuing to let workers benefit from the 
favorable federal tax treatment of employer-spon-
sored health benefits. Of course, such an approach 
would not be necessary if Congress were to enact 
health care tax reforms that provide the same tax 
treatment regardless of whether coverage is pur-
chased directly or through an employer—reforms 
that have long been advocated by numerous health 
policy experts. Since Obamacare does not include 
tax reforms and it is uncertain if or when Congress 
might undertake them, state-level defined-contri-
bution options for employer-sponsored coverage 


are still the most effective way to advance patient-
centered, market-based health reform.


Within that construct, the function of a state 
health insurance exchange is simply to serve as a 
common mechanism for administering the trans-
actions entailed in buyers and sellers offering and 
choosing coverage and paying and collecting premi-
ums—much like a stock exchange provides a com-
mon administrative mechanism for transactions 
associated with buying and selling securities. Thus, 
an exchange gives employers, no matter how small, 
the opportunity to offer their workers health ben-
efits in a market characterized by consumer choice 
from among numerous and varied plan options.


As with a stock exchange, a properly designed 
state health insurance exchange does not exercise 
regulatory powers. Rather, any regulatory func-
tions remain the province of applicable government 
agencies—security regulators, in the case of stocks; 
insurance regulators, in the case of health insurance. 
Indeed, such an administrative—not regulatory—
purpose is what the term “exchange” was originally 
intended to convey.


What Congress did in the PPACA, however, was 
to merely keep the word “exchange,” while des-
ignating the purpose as something very different. 
Rather than serving as a mechanism for expanding 
health insurance choice, variety, and competition, 
and for spurring plans and providers to inno-
vate and offer customers better value, Obamacare 
exchanges will impose new regulations, administer 
new subsidies, standardize coverage, and restrict 
consumer choice and insurer competition more 
than it is already. Thus, in the PPACA Congress has 
perverted the exchange concept into a bureaucratic 
tool for federal subsidization, standardization, and 
micromanagement of health insurance coverage by 
the Department of Health and Human Services.


It is important to recognize that it is Obamacare’s 
perversion of exchanges, not the original concept 
itself, that is the problem. What matters is not the 
label on the box, but the contents. Consequently, 
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term “health 
insurance exchange” should not deter state lawmak-
ers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, 
market-based reforms that employ state exchanges 
to perform purely administrative functions. If state 
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lawmakers want to further clarify this important 
distinction, they can use another term—such as 


“clearinghouse” or “administrator”—to distinguish 
their approach from the one in Obamacare.


Why States Should Enact their  
Own Health Insurance Reforms


State lawmakers should pursue reforms of the 
health insurance market now, independently of the 
PPACA, not only to increase access to coverage and 
provide incentives for better value in the near term, 
but also as a longer-term hedge against the uncer-
tainties surrounding the timing of the eventual 
disposition of the federally mandated exchange pro-
visions, related insurance market regulations, and 
the new federal subsidy program that the Obam-
acare exchanges are to administer.


In particular, states should create a defined-
contribution option for their employer-sponsored 
health insurance market. Lawmakers should also 
review their state’s existing benefit mandates and 
insurance rating rules to determine if those laws 
should be changed to make coverage more afford-
able. Beyond the near-term benefit of reducing pre-
miums, such state reforms will also serve as a hedge 
against the uncertainty of the PPACA’s effects while 
the fight over its repeal plays out in Congress and 
federal courts. Enacting their own “counter reforms” 
can better position states against the negative effects 
of Obamacare in several ways:


•	 Expanding or Preserving Health Insurance 
Choice and Competition. One advantage of 
a defined-contribution market for employer-
sponsored coverage is that it offers insurers a 
more level competitive playing field. In a prop-
erly structured defined-contribution market all 
insurers—whether they are large or small, new 
entrants or longstanding players, selling new 
or traditional coverage designs—can offer their 
plans on the same terms on a single “menu” to 
a large number of potential customers. Thus, 
competition among plans and insurers is more 
appropriately focused on those aspects that mat-
ter most to individual consumers—plan design, 
value, and customer service.


The ability of a defined-contribution market to 
create more level and consumer-oriented insurer 


competition is likely to be particularly attractive 
to states whose lawmakers are already concerned 
about inadequate choice and competition in their 
existing markets. It will also be attractive to state 
lawmakers justifiably concerned that the PPACA’s 
new federal insurance regulations will result in 
insurer consolidation that further reduces choice 
and competition in their state. A number of 
those regulations have already taken effect, such 
as several new federal benefit mandates, new 


“minimum loss ratio” regulations (which specify 
how insurers are to spend premium dollars), and 
new federal premium rate reviews. These regu-
lations will increase health insurance costs and 
lead some insurers to exit the market.


In addition, states with smaller populations or a 
single dominant carrier can collaborate with one 
or more neighboring states to create a regional 
defined-contribution market to provide more 
choice and competition for their employers and 
residents. States can implement such an approach 
through “cross-licensing” or “reciprocity” agree-
ments and shared administrative duties without 
federal approval for a formal “interstate compact,” 
though such a compact might be an option.


•	 Putting Countervailing Pressure on Federal 
Officials. Reducing state insurance benefit man-
dates or reforming rating rules not only makes 
coverage more affordable now, but will also 
make it politically more difficult for the feder-
al government to later impose costly coverage 
requirements through the PPACA’s “essential 
benefits” regulations and restrictive rating rules, 
which will sharply increase premiums for young-
er adults (both of which are also scheduled to 
take effect in 2014).5


•	 Creating an Alternative Market. Creating a 
defined-contribution market also provides states 
with the infrastructure for organizing and offer-
ing alternative, “non-qualified” coverage and 


States with smaller populations or a single 
dominant carrier can collaborate with 
neighboring states to create a regional defined-
contribution market to provide more choice and 
competition for their employers and residents.
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health care financing arrangements for individu-
als and employers who refuse to comply with the 
PPACA’s mandates to buy coverage, should Con-
gress fail to repeal those mandates before 2014, 
when they are scheduled to go into effect. Such 
alternative products would be subject to state 
regulation, but designed to be exempt from fed-
eral regulation.


Advantages of Defined Contributions
In a traditional “defined-benefit” program the 


payer (an employer or government) determines the 
form of coverage (such as a PPO, HMO, or high-
deductible plan with an HSA), specifies the benefits 
offered, determines the share of premium that enroll-
ees pay, and sets the schedule of patient co-payments. 
Thus, in a defined-benefit program it is the payer who 
makes the key decisions and it is the payer who 
bears most of the risk for the cost of those decisions.


By contrast, in a defined-contribution program, 
the payer offers the enrollee a contribution to help 
fund the cost of the insurance—pre-tax compensa-
tion to workers if the payer is an employer, or a 
subsidy if the payer is a government. Each enrollee 
then chooses the coverage he prefers from a menu 
of plans—with different plan designs, benefits, and 
cost-sharing—offered by competing insurers, and 
pays for the coverage with whatever mix of contri-
butions he receives from employers and government 
(along with the enrollee’s own funds, if the available 
contribution from the payer does not cover the full 
cost of an individual’s chosen plan). A defined-con-
tribution option for health benefits offers a number 
of advantages:


•	 Because it reduces the effort and risk to employ-
ers associated with offering health benefits, it 
creates a way for more firms, particularly smaller 
ones, to offer coverage.


•	 Because workers can choose coverage from a var-
ied menu of plans, it increases the likelihood that 


more workers will be able to find a plan that they 
like and can afford.


•	 It provides a practical way for employers to offer 
part-time or seasonal workers prorated coverage 
contributions, with the reasonable expectation 
that those workers can obtain coverage by com-
bining the employer’s contribution with funds 
from other sources.


•	 It creates positive new incentives for health plan 
providers to collaborate with medical providers 
so that both get more business by offering con-
sumers and patients better service at lower pric-
es. When individuals and families choose their 
own coverage, they tend to prefer plans that offer 
better value—better care at lower prices—over 
plans that rely on crude cost-control strategies, 
such as limiting patient access to providers or 
simply paying doctors and hospitals less, regard-
less of performance.


•	 Over time, as more employers elect the defined-
contribution option, portability of health bene-
fits—with workers keeping their coverage when 
they change employers—becomes possible for 
more individuals and families.


•	 The same infrastructure can be used by states 
and local governments to provide health ben-
efits to their own workers on a defined-contri-
bution basis, and to “mainstream” recipients of 
public assistance by using Medicaid and Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) fund-
ing to provide them with better-quality private 
coverage.


Creating a Defined-Contribution Option
The principal goal of a defined-contribution 


option is to empower consumers to become the 
ultimate decision makers about their own health 
care. Following are key design issues that state law-
makers will need to consider:


5. For further discussion of the effects of the PPACA’s rating rules, see Edmund F. Haislmaier, “Obamacare and Insurance 
Rating Rules: Increasing Costs and Destabilizing Markets,” Heritage Foundation WebMemo No. 3111, January 20, 2011, at 
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/01/Obamacare-and-Insurance-Rating-Rules-Increasing-Costs-and-Destabilizing-
Markets. For further discussion of the PPACA’s benefit mandates, see Edmund F. Haislmaier, “Obamacare and Insurance 
Benefit Mandates: Raising Premiums and Reducing Patient Choice,” Heritage Foundation WebMemo No. 3110, January 20, 
2011, at http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/01/Obamacare-and-Insurance-Benefit-Mandates-Raising-Premiums-and-
Reducing-Patient-Choice. 
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1. Insurance plan standards. State lawmakers 
will need to ensure that all plans offered through 
the defined-contribution option qualify as employ-
er-sponsored coverage under both state and federal 
tax laws so that premiums can be paid on a pre- 
tax basis.


If a  state  intends to use its defined-contribution 
alternative to provide coverage for Medicaid and 
CHIP enrollees on a “premium support” basis—
as it should—state lawmakers will also need to 
ensure that at least some of the plans offered meet 
the federal “benchmark equivalent” standards for 
those programs.


A state’s defined-contribution option should also 
operate on an “any willing plan” basis—meaning 
that the state’s insurance department is instructed 
to approve any plan that meets the state’s standards 
for the defined-contribution market.


2. Rating rules. State lawmakers must ensure 
that the same rules for rating and pricing policies 
apply to the new defined-contribution coverage 
as well as the traditional defined-benefit employer 
group coverage. The specific rules themselves are 
less important than the fact that the same rules 
must apply to both subsets of the employer insur-
ance market, to avert potentially destabilizing 
selection behaviors by carriers or customers. As 
long as the rules are applied uniformly, lawmak-
ers can allow insurers to vary premiums on the 
basis of factors, such as age, geography, and family 
status.


While the specific provisions are not as impor-
tant as ensuring uniformity, there are some addi-
tional, practical considerations that state lawmakers 
will want to keep in mind when setting or modify-
ing rating rules, particularly with respect to varying 
premiums by age and geography.


With respect to age-rating of premiums, the 
natural age variation in medical costs is about 
five to one—meaning that among adults, the old-
est (non-Medicare) group consumes about five 
times as much medical care as the youngest group. 
Incomes also generally increase with age. Thus, if 
the state allows insurers to adjust plan prices to 
reflect the age of the enrollee, premiums will be 
lower for younger adults—who on average are 


healthier but have lower incomes—and higher for 
older adults—who generally consume more medi-
cal care but tend to have higher incomes. Letting 
premiums vary by age will be particularly impor-
tant if the state intends to subsidize coverage for 
low-income individuals, since it means that any 
subsidies can be better targeted to a relatively small 
number of older, low-income individuals, with less 
need to subsidize coverage for a large number of 
lower-income, younger—and healthier—individu-
als, since the latter group will be able to buy cover-
age at cheaper rates.


With respect to geographic variations in pre-
miums, lawmakers will want to consider whether 
any proposed variation reflects underlying differ-
ences in salary scales for health care workers, or 
simply differences in provider practice patterns. 
Allowing premium variations that reflect dif-
ferences in local economies, such as wage rates 
and living costs, is appropriate. But permitting 
variations in rates that are attributable primarily 
to differences in provider practice patterns will 
serve mainly to protect higher-cost, less-efficient 
providers. For guidance on the extent to which 
geographic variation in premiums is appropriate, 
lawmakers should look to their state’s economic 
data on wage rates and living costs, not to data on 
provider charges or practice patterns.


3. Structure and operations. The states will 
need to create health insurance exchanges—or a 
similar “clearinghouse” mechanism—to handle the 
administrative tasks associated with offering the 
defined-contribution option. Utah has pioneered a 
quick and low-cost design that relies on contract-
ing private-sector vendors to provide the necessary 
information technology and related infrastruc-
ture, funded by modest user fees paid by partici-
pants. States can adopt a variant of this approach, 
customized to fit their own particular needs and 
circumstances.6


4. State and local employee plans. The same 
advantages offered by defined-contribution options 
for private-sector firms and their employees can also 
be made available to state and local governments 
and their workers. As with private employers, offer-
ing health benefits on a defined-contribution basis 
can give state and local governments better budget 
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control over compensation costs, while at the same 
time giving their workers greater choice and porta-
bility of coverage.


Indeed, America’s largest and longest-running 
defined-contribution health benefit program is the 
Federal Employee Health Benefits Program (FEHBP), 
operated by the U.S. government’s Office of Person-
nel Management (OPM) for approximately 9 mil-
lion federal workers, retirees, and their dependents.


Another major advantage of providing health 
benefits to state and municipal workers through the 
defined-contribution option, is that those public-
sector plans will serve as “anchor” clients—that is, 
large, stable employers with a large, stable pool of 
covered individuals—and thus make participation 
in the defined-contribution option more attractive 
to both insurers and private-sector employers.


5. Role of risk adjustment. States will also 
need to establish a risk-adjustment mechanism that 
enables insurers to manage any selection effects 
that result from consumers having a wider choice 
of plans in the defined-contribution market.  Rather 
than viewing selection effects as an undesirable out-
come to be suppressed, lawmakers should see them 
as a potentially positive phenomenon to be managed.


For example, the existence of an adequate risk-
adjustment mechanism makes it possible for insur-
ers to offer plans that specialize in collaborating with 
providers to provide better care for individuals with 
specific medical conditions. Even though current 
federal law for employer-sponsored plans prevents 
carriers from varying premiums based on enrollee 
health status, insurers should be more willing to 
offer coverage designs that are likely to attract less 
healthy individuals if they know that the extra cost 
of those enrollees can be spread—through the risk 
adjuster—across all policyholders in the market.


Because health insurance risk adjustment is a 
highly technical issue best handled by actuaries, 
state lawmakers should not attempt to design a risk-
adjustment mechanism themselves.7 Rather, they 
should focus on authorizing the creation of a risk-
adjustment mechanism for their employer market 
within the following parameters:


•	 The state requires, as a condition of selling cover-
age in the state, that all carriers issuing employer-
sponsored plans—on either a defined-benefit or 
defined-contribution basis—participate in the 
risk adjuster.


•	 The enabling legislation should specify that 
the risk-adjustment system will be collective-
ly designed and operated by the participating 
insurers—without outside interference—under 
the regulatory supervision of the state’s insurance 
department.


•	 While the state may provide funding for the start-
up or administrative costs of the risk adjuster, 
the state will not provide any funding to the risk 
adjuster for claims costs. The risk adjuster is to 
function as a “closed loop” within which par-
ticipating insurers adjust among themselves for 
selection effects, not as a “backdoor” subsidy to 
carriers for higher cost enrollees.


•	 If the state intends to also offer health benefits 
to state and municipal employees on a defined-
contribution basis—as it should—then its cur-
rent state and municipal plans should also be 
participating “insurers” in the risk adjuster. 
That way, lawmakers can allow those existing 
plans to continue to offer their coverage to state 
and municipal workers as options on a greatly 
expanded menu of coverage choices, without the 
risk of those plans being destabilized by selec-
tion effects.


6. For a further discussion of Utah’s defined-contribution health reforms, see Gregg Girvan, “Utah’s Defined- 
Contribution Option: Patient-Centered Health Care,” Heritage Foundation Backgrounder No. 2445, July 30, 2010, at 
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2010/07/Utahs-Defined-Contribution-Option-Patient-Centered-Health-Care, and  
Gregg Girvan, “Consumer Power: Five Lessons from Utah’s Heath Care Reform,” Heritage Foundation Backgrounder  
No. 2453, August 19, 2010, at http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2010/08/Consumer-Power-5-Lessons-from-Utah-s-
Heath-Care-Reform.


7. For a further discussion of risk adjustment, see Edmund F. Haislmaier, “State Health Care Reform: A Brief Guide to  
Risk Adjustment in Consumer-Driven Health Insurance Markets,” Heritage Foundation Backgrounder No. 2166, July  
28, 2008, at http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2008/07/State-Health-Care-Reform-A-Brief-Guide-to-Risk-Adjustment-in-
ConsumerDriven-Health-Insurance-Markets. 







page 8


No. 2534 March 21, 2011


While the main purpose of the risk adjuster 
will be to facilitate greater individual choice in the 
defined-contribution market segment, it should also 
apply to the traditional defined-benefit employer-
group market segment as well, for two reasons. First, 
doing so will minimize the possibility of selection 
effects between the two market segments.  Second, 
it will help stabilize premiums in the traditional 
group coverage market, so that employers who offer 
defined-benefit coverage no longer face “experience 
rating” premium spikes when one employee incurs 
a major illness.


6. Role of agents and brokers. For businesses 
that decide to offer health benefits on a defined-con-
tribution basis, insurance agents could not only help 
the business make the necessary arrangements, but 
could also counsel individual employees on making 
coverage choices that best suit their particular needs 
and preferences, and “service” their policies—such 
as by helping them should they experience a prob-
lem or seek to appeal a claim or coverage decision 
by their insurer. The availability of such advice from 
a trained and knowledgeable professional benefits 
the employer as well as its workers, since business 
owners generally feel uncomfortable giving their 
employees personal advice and are naturally wary 
of any possible legal ramifications.


The key change for insurance brokers is that in a 
defined-contribution market, they will act as “buy-
er’s agents,” instead of their more traditional role 
of “seller’s agents.”  This is similar to the business 
model shift that has occurred in recent years with 
many real estate agents. State lawmakers can facili-
tate such a shift by providing for a per-enrollee, fee-
based compensation structure for agents in which 
the broker is paid the same amount regardless of 
which plan the worker (client) chooses.


While some brokers welcome such a change, 
seeing it as a way to expand their client base and 
establish relationships with new customers who 
might also be interested in other products the bro-
kers offer—such as life, disability, or property insur-
ance—others have so far been resistant.


However, another change resulting from the 
PPACA is likely to make more insurance agents 
consider shifting from representing carriers to 
representing buyers. Specifically, the PPACA’s new 


“minimum loss ratio” regulations, which apply to all 
commercial major medical policies and took effect 
on January 1, 2011, will count commissions paid by 
carriers to agents against the share of the premium 
that insurers are allowed to retain to cover admin-
istrative costs and for profit. Thus, health insurers 
will have a strong, new incentive to reduce, or even 
eliminate, sales commissions to agents, since those 
payments will now directly reduce insurer profits.


In a defined-contribution market, however, agent 
compensation can take the form of a fee paid by the 
buyer, which is therefore separate from any mini-
mum loss ratio calculation applied to insurer pre-
mium income. This also means that agents can offer 
their clients all the plan options available in the 
defined-contribution market, not just those from 
insurers with whom they currently have contracts. 
State insurance regulators can help facilitate this 
transition by providing licensed brokers with addi-
tional training, information, and comparison tools 
for the state’s new defined-contribution market.


Preserving State Authority  
in the Face of Obamacare


Some state lawmakers may decide it is in the best 
interest of their state to simply refuse to implement 
an American Health Benefit exchange and instead 
focus solely on their own state-based reforms that 
counter Obamacare. That view is understandable, 
and consistent with the strong opposition to Obam-
acare among many of their constituents.


Others, however, may also want to shield their 
states from the legislation’s harmful effects and min-
imize federal interference in addition to advancing 
their own counter reforms at the state level. Those 
state lawmakers can enact defensive measures that 
slow, block, or restrict federal implementation of 
Obamacare in their states—at least until such time 
as the legislation is either repealed by Congress or 
voided by the Supreme Court.


In a defined-contribution market, agent 
compensation can take the form of a fee paid by 
the buyer, which is therefore separate from any 
minimum loss ratio calculation applied to insurer 
premium income.
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One such defensive component is for state law-
makers to protect the independence and integrity 
of their state insurance departments by refusing 
to accept (or returning, if already received) federal 


“premium review” grant funding. This funding was 
included in the PPACA in order to co-opt states into 
helping implement the legislation’s new system of 
arbitrary and politically manipulated health-insur-
er rate regulation by HHS. State lawmakers need 
to reassure the citizens they represent that their 
state insurance departments will continue to apply 
appropriate financial requirements so that premi-
ums are sufficient to cover claims costs, and will not 
acquiesce to the Administration’s agenda of politi-
cized rate regulation—which could threaten insurer 
solvency and potentially leave policyholders liable 
for unpaid claims.


Similarly, when it comes to the Obamacare AHB 
exchanges, state lawmakers should also consider 
taking a defensive strategy.


As noted, the PPACA effectively gives state gov-
ernments a “right of first refusal” to design and 
operate AHB exchanges within federal guidelines. If 
a state does not exercise that right in a timely man-
ner, the HHS Secretary is required to establish an 
exchange in that state. There are two important 
considerations that state lawmakers should take 
into account.


First, a state refusing to create an AHB exchange 
raises the prospect of HHS—or an organization 
picked by HHS—controlling access to the state’s 
Medicaid program. That is because the legislation 
requires the AHB exchange to enroll any individuals 
it determines Medicaid-eligible in the state Medic-
aid program, instead of giving them the new fed-
eral coverage subsidies.8 It also requires states to 
accept such individuals into their Medicaid pro-
grams without any further eligibility determina-
tion, leaving states unable to reject even erroneous 
eligibility determinations.9 The combined result of 
those two provisions is effectively to transfer con-
trol over enrollment in state Medicaid programs to 
AHB exchanges beginning in 2014. From that point 
on, whoever controls the AHB exchange becomes 


the de facto gatekeeper for both the state’s Medicaid 
program and the new federal subsidy system.


Second, depending on how it is implemented, 
an AHB exchange can also become a de facto health 
insurance regulator that is in competition, or con-
flict, with the state’s insurance department. If a state 
creates the AHB exchange itself, state lawmakers 
can take steps to avoid or limit potentially duplica-
tive or conflicting insurance market regulation. But 
if the state lets HHS create the AHB exchange, then, 
in order to meet the requirements of the PPACA 
with respect to participating insurance plans, the 
exchange will need to exercise the full range of 
insurance regulatory powers available to it under 
the legislation, since it will be unable to rely on 
the state’s insurance department. Thus, a state that 
declines to set up an AHB exchange can expect the 
exchange established by HHS to act as a duplicative, 
and likely conflicting, insurance regulator, further 
disrupting the state’s health insurance market.


Furthermore, the timing of this second risk is 
more immediate. While the Medicaid changes are 
not scheduled until 2014, a number of insurance 
regulations have already gone into effect. Thus, the 
sooner a state declares “non-compliance” with the 
PPACA, the sooner HHS will build an exchange in 
that state to act as a federal insurance regulator, and 
the sooner insurers will gravitate toward answer-
ing to HHS rather than to the state’s insurance 
department.


The alternative to not creating an AHB exchange 
is for state lawmakers to establish a narrowly limit-
ed and closely controlled AHB exchange within the 
parameters of the federal legislation. Such a “defen-
sive” approach lets state lawmakers who oppose 
Obamacare, or who are at least wary of its effects, 
avoid the risk of losing control over their Medic-
aid programs or insurance markets by letting HHS 
operate AHB exchanges in their states.


The strategy behind this approach is for state 
lawmakers to tailor the design of their state’s AHB 
exchange to maximize state government con-
trol, restrict the potential for federal interference, 
minimize market disruptions, limit the associated 


8. PL 111-148 § 1311(d)(4)(F).


9. New § 1943(b)(1)(B) of the Social Security Act, as added by PL 111-148 § 2201.
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costs and risks to the state, and preserve the state’s 
options for responding to potential future changes 
in federal law.


Structuring a “Defensive” AHB Exchange
For a state that elects to take a “defensive” 


approach, the best way to proceed is by disaggregat-
ing the functional components of the AHB exchange, 
determining the best solution for each function, 
and then networking the components into a whole, 
along the following lines:


1. Corporate form and governance. The state 
should set up a “shell” AHB exchange and “sub-
contract” its various functions to a combination of 
state agencies and private-sector vendors, based 
on relevant expertise. While the PPACA allows 
the exchange to be housed within a state govern-
ment (either as a new agency or as a subset of an 
existing one), state lawmakers will likely prefer the 
alternative PPACA option of establishing their AHB 
exchange as a specially chartered, state-govern-
ment-sponsored, independent entity—but without 
any regulatory powers.10


There are three reasons for doing so. First, reg-
ulatory powers are retained within the applicable 
agencies of state government—not delegated to a 
quasi-independent entity over which state lawmak-
ers have limited control and which will be more 
inclined to take direction from federal officials. Sec-
ond, the state government avoids directly manag-
ing or funding the exchange’s purely administrative 
functions, with those tasks instead contracted to pri-
vate-sector vendors and funded by user fees. Third, 
the state has more flexibility to set governance of 
the exchange by a board composed of whatever mix 
of public officials and stakeholder representatives it 
deems most appropriate.


2. Certification of insurers and health plans. 
Lawmakers should vest their state’s insurance 
department with responsibility for determining 
which carriers and health plans “qualify” under 
state and federal law to be offered through the 
AHB exchange. They should then stipulate that the 
exchange is to accept, without modification, those 
determinations by the insurance department and 


fulfill its requirement under the PPACA to “certify” 
participating insurers and plans by simply forward-
ing the state insurance department’s determinations 
to HHS.


Such an arrangement has several advantages. 
First, it preserves state authority and accountabil-
ity with respect to insurance regulation. Second, 
it avoids the potential for duplication and confu-
sion in market regulation. Third, it keeps insur-
ance regulation in the hands of those with the most 
extensive technical expertise—existing state insur-
ance regulators. Fourth, it enables the state to more 
effectively challenge or contest any HHS regulation 
or interpretation of the PPACA with which the state 
disagrees. Should such disputes arise, the state will 
be positioned to deploy in support of its case the 
data and technical expertise of its insurance depart-
ment, augmented by the legal resources of the state’s 
Attorney General, if necessary.


As a related measure, state insurance law should 
be amended to stipulate that the certification of car-
riers and plans to participate in the exchange is to be 
implemented by the state’s insurance department on 
an “any willing plan” basis. Meaning, that any plan 
that meets the applicable federal and state standards 
in effect at that time—as determined by the state’s 
insurance department—will be automatically certi-
fied as eligible to be offered in the exchange. Such 
a move ensures a level competitive playing field for 
insurers, avoids the problems that arise when gov-
ernments try to pick winners and losers, and helps 
preserve maximum consumer choice in the market.


Lawmakers should also instruct their state insur-
ance department to apply state insurance law until 
such time as federal law preempts state law, and 
not to make any preemptive regulatory changes 
to accommodate federal laws or regulations that 
have not yet taken effect. In addition to preserving 
state sovereignty, such an approach has the practi-
cal advantages of limiting confusion in the market 
and serving as a “hedge” against the possibility that 
one or more of Obamacare’s new federal insurance 
requirements may be postponed, repealed, or signif-
icantly altered prior to their statutory effective dates.


3. Eligibility determination. State lawmakers 


10. PL 111-148 § 1311(d)(1).
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should require the exchange to subcontract eligibil-
ity determinations to the state’s Medicaid program in 
order to maintain state control. This also gives state 
lawmakers an opportunity to review their current 
program eligibility determination process and make 
improvements. For example, states that currently 
allow local governments to make program eligibility 
determinations might want to use this opportunity 
to consolidate that function at the state level, so as 
to achieve more consistent and accurate decisions. 
Under Obamacare, it will be necessary to determine 
if individuals are eligible for Medicaid under either 
pre-PPACA rules or under the PPACA Medicaid 
expansion provisions—with different federal match 
rates for the two eligibility categories. Also, a much 
larger share of the state’s population that does not 
qualify for Medicaid or CHIP will be eligible for the 
new federal subsidies through the exchange, so law-
makers will need to plan for increased funding and 
system upgrades as well.


4. Certification of agents and “navigators.” As 
with certification of insurers and health plans, state 
lawmakers should require the exchange to simply 
accept the determinations of the state’s existing pro-
fessional licensure system when it comes to certi-
fying agents or organizations as “navigators” who 
assist individuals with enrolling in the exchange 
and choosing a health plan. State lawmakers will 
at some point need to amend the applicable state 
licensure statute and compensation regulations as 
necessary to conform them to whatever standards 
HHS eventually issues to implement these provi-
sions of the PPACA.


States will still be able to specify different licen-
sure standards for agents selling health coverage 
outside of the exchange—if they so choose—though 
this would be a good opportunity for lawmakers 
to review those existing statutes and regulations to 
determine if other changes should be made to them 
as well.


5. Administrative functions. When it comes 
to the various administrative functions that Obam-
acare requires the exchange to perform—such as 
providing a Web site for enrollment, plan compari-
son and plan selection, toll-free telephone assis-
tance, an online calculator for determining plan 
costs to enrollees, information transmission to the 


U.S. Treasury to calculate and pay enrollee subsi-
dies—the best course of action is for the exchange 
to simply hire private-sector vendors to provide the 
necessary software and operational support.


If, at some point, either Congress rescinds fund-
ing or the Supreme Court voids Obamacare, then 
the vendors will stop their work. In the event that 
Obamacare is still in place when the exchanges are 
scheduled to begin operation, a state’s enabling leg-
islation should require the exchange to fund its sub-
sequent ongoing operations with user fees. Because 
of the PPACA’s minimum loss ratio regulations, the 
enabling legislation should further specify that the 
exchange is to charge such user fees to enrollees, 
not to participating insurers.


In contracting for these administrative and tech-
nical services, state lawmakers can either require 
the exchange to follow existing state government 
contracting procedures, or permit the exchange’s 
governing board to adopt alternative procedures.


6. State legislature oversight. A state that takes 
this approach should also establish special over-
sight committees of its legislature to supervise the 
AHB exchange and the interactions between the 
exchange and relevant state government agencies 
and departments. The oversight committees should 
pay particularly close attention to the state’s insur-
ance department, its Medicaid and CHIP programs, 
and its tax and revenue department (which may be 
affected by the need to verify income in connection 
with eligibility determinations for Medicaid and the 
new federal subsidies).


States will want to vest this oversight responsi-
bility with new special committees—one for each 
legislative chamber, or, a single bicameral special 
committee—because implementation will involve 
several executive branch agencies and the jurisdic-
tions of more than one standing committee. State 
legislatures typically have standing insurance com-
mittees to handle insurance matters, as well as 
standing health committees with jurisdiction over 
the state’s Medicaid and CHIP programs. Thus, the 
state’s legislative leadership will want to ensure that 
a special exchange oversight committee includes 
both members with experience and expertise in 
insurance law and members with experience and 
expertise in Medicaid and CHIP. Leadership may 
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also want to ensure that members with experience 
and expertise in other areas, such as tax or appro-
priations, serve on the special oversight committee.


Furthermore, states whose legislatures meet in 
time-limited sessions will want to authorize any 
oversight committee as an “interim” committee so 
that it continues to function between the regular 
sessions of the legislature. Should an interim over-
sight committee identify issues that need immedi-
ate legislative attention, those states can use their 
established procedures for calling the full legislature 
back for a “special” session to consider any relevant 
legislation.


7. Sunset provision. The state’s enabling legis-
lation should also include a sunset provision that 
automatically terminates the state’s AHB exchange 
should a Supreme Court ruling void the legislation 
or should subsequent federal legislation be enact-
ed that repeals the authority granted to the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services to establish 
AHB exchanges in states that do not establish such 
exchanges on their own. Specifically, the sunset 
provision should be triggered by any future federal 
repeal or nullification of Section 1321(c) of Public 
Law 111-148.


Conclusion
State lawmakers now face important decisions 


about whether they will pursue their own health 
insurance market reforms—separate and differ-
ent from Obamacare—and whether they will cre-
ate defensive AHB exchanges to shield their states 
and minimize federal interference while they await 
the ultimate disposition of Obamacare by Congress 
or the Supreme Court. State lawmakers should 
understand that these decisions, while related, are 
in fact severable. They can opt to pursue their own 
reforms, create a defensive AHB exchange, do both, 
or do neither.


State lawmakers should pursue health insurance 
market reforms of their own design now, indepen-


dent of the PPACA, not only to increase access to 
coverage and provide incentives for better value 
in the near term, but also as a longer-term hedge 
against the uncertainties surrounding the timing of 
the eventual disposition of Obamacare’s exchange 
provisions, related insurance market regulations, 
and the new federal subsidy program that the 
exchanges are intended to administer.


While there are good reasons why some states 
may decide not to establish AHB exchanges, it is 
important that state lawmakers inclined toward that 
option carefully consider its implications for their 
state’s Medicaid program and insurance market. 
State lawmakers who feel more comfortable with a 
strategy that protects their state as much as possible 
until Obamacare’s fate is decided by Congress or 
the Supreme Court can instead pursue the alterna-
tive approach of adopting a limited, defensive AHB 
exchange design.


Given the considerable uncertainty surround-
ing if, when, or how the exchange provisions of 
the PPACA will be implemented, the wisest course 
for state lawmakers is to adopt responses that posi-
tion their states for a range of possible outcomes. 
While state lawmakers, like everyone else, would 
obviously prefer to have more certainty regarding 
Obamacare, the reality is that they cannot expect to 
obtain such certainty any time soon. Consequent-
ly, they will instead need to focus in the near term 
on finding ways to better manage the new uncer-
tainty that Obamacare has injected into the health 
care system. Pending further changes at the fed-
eral level, state lawmakers need to determine now 
the best approach in each of their respective states 
for advancing their own positive “counter reforms” 
while also protecting their constituents from the 
disruption and adverse effects of this deeply flawed 
and misguided federal legislation.


—Edmund F. Haislmaier is Senior Research Fellow 
in the Center for Health Policy Studies at The Heritage 
Foundation.
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Dear Lawmaker, 


 


As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year anniversary of the enactment of 


President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our 


legislators and the majority of our citizens do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately 


harmful to our economy and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration 


and our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States Congresswoman.  


 


As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is either repealed by federal 


legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has 


my full support as they work towards the former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and 


encouragement as he leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White 


House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and have requested that the 


White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I 


have been proud to be part of a united conservative front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most 


dangerous and counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades. 


 


I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the land for some time to 


come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to actively assault both the rights of our citizens 


and the tenth amendment rights of our states. For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to 


find new ways to prevent a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.  


 


One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to implement an Oklahoma-


based, free-market health insurance exchange so that Washington does not force its own model on the state. 


While we have already begun to create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, 


which creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that legislation.  


 


Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin establishing a federally 


designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states except those that have begun implementing their 


own state-based exchanges. If we do not develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be 


powerless to oppose the creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma. 


 


As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been a conservative idea. In 


2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange based on model legislation introduced by the 


conservative Heritage Foundation.  


 


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to create will be an online 


health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing vastly improved access to information on private 


insurance products and expanding the purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance 


products will be sold to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and the 


free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to force on us, the exchange 


we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the 


PPACA.  


 


If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the results will be devastating for 


those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the 


state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we 


develop here in Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by public debt 


for many years to come.  


 


For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB 2130 is a vote to leave 


Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.  


 


As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of our lawmakers, as well as 


the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it 


overturned or repealed. But I believe we have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in 


the event the federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal government to 


seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something unrecognizable and harmful to the state of 


Oklahoma and its citizens.  


 


For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market, conservative exchange and defend 


Oklahoma against the federalization of our health insurance by voting for HB 2130. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Mary Fallin  


Governor 
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange:

5 Frequently Asked Questions
 

·         What is a health insurance exchange?

            Health insurance exchanges are online portals where consumers can get information about
various health insurance plans, compare prices and ultimately purchase health insurance.  The
Oklahoma-based exchange that Governor Mary Fallin supports will be a patient-centered, pro-
market exchange consistent with her conservative values. The purpose of the exchange will be to
empower consumers with information and to use free market principles to contain health insurance
costs.

The premiere conservative think tank in the nation, the Heritage Foundation, supports the
creation of these exchanges. In a March 21, 2011 document entitled “A State Lawmaker’s Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges,” the Heritage Foundation outlines the necessity of developing a state
exchange in the immediate future.
 

·         What happens if Oklahoma does not establish its own exchange?

            If a state does not establish its own health insurance exchange, the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA, also known as “ObamaCare”) mandates that President Obama’s
HHS Secretary is required to establish a federally run exchange in that state. As the Heritage
Foundation writes, “…the sooner a state declares ‘non-compliance’ with the PPACA, the sooner
HHS will build an exchange in that state to act as a federal insurance regulator.”  In other words, a
state that does not build its own insurance exchange is resigning itself to the presence of a
federally designed, federally run exchange.
            The best way to ward off a federal takeover of that kind if to pursue what the Heritage
Foundation calls “defensive” reform efforts to block federal interference. One of those defensive
efforts is the creation of a market-based exchange that Governor Fallin and other conservative
lawmakers are seeking to create.
 

·         President Obama says he supports exchanges and one element of ObamaCare is the
creation of a federal exchange. How can exchanges be a conservative idea?

The Heritage Foundation writes:
Consumer-Centered Exchanges vs. ObamaCare Exchanges

            “The first point to understand is that the entire design for health insurance exchanges in
the PPACA is a perversion of the core concept of what is an otherwise sound approach to
improving health insurance markets. … It is important to recognize that it is ObamaCare’s
perversion of the exchanges, not the original concept itself, that is the problem. … Consequently,
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term ‘health insurance exchange’ should not deter state
lawmakers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, market-based reforms that employ state

http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/03/A-State-Lawmakers-Guide-to-Health-Insurance-Exchanges
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/03/A-State-Lawmakers-Guide-to-Health-Insurance-Exchanges


exchanges to perform purely administrative functions.”
 

·         How much will it cost to build a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma? How will
we pay for it?

            Cost estimates vary based on the composition and governance of the exchange. Currently,
the plans for an Oklahoma exchange are in their infancy. HB 2130, which the governor is asking
lawmakers to support, creates a governing board for the Oklahoma exchange which will, over the
course of the next months and years, answer that question. The governor’s office and the state
department of health are also holding regular “stakeholder meetings” to allow consumers, industry
professionals and concerned citizens to weigh in on what they would like to see in an exchange.
            Currently, it will be a challenge for the state of Oklahoma to afford the cost of
implementing and maintaining a health insurance exchange on its own. The state is facing a $500
million budget shortfall and cuts to the department of health are expected to be at least 3% in the
next fiscal year.
            Fortunately, Oklahoma has received a $54 million Early Innovator Grant from the federal
government. That does not mean, however, it will cost $54 million to establish and run an
exchange. Governor Fallin plans on returning any money the state does not use.
 

·         Does accepting federal money mean that Oklahoma is agreeing to implement
ObamaCare?

            No. The Early Innovator Grant was awarded to Oklahoma to be used to build a state-based
exchange. The Oklahoma legislature had already passed a bill authorizing the creation of such an
exchange; the grant simply provides the money needed to fund it. Governor Fallin will not
support any legislation that forces ObamaCare on the state of Oklahoma.
             
 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Glenn Coffee (glenn.coffee@sos.ok.gov)"; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange: Advisory Work Groups
Date: Friday, January 21, 2011 12:46:06 PM
Attachments: Key Advisory Work Groups Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange 2011.pdf

OHX Stakeholder Agenda - Jan 2010.doc
Shepherd Mall Floor Plan_map.pdf

Importance: High

See below and see follow up from McCullough that I will forward you next…I do think they are
getting ahead of us a bit. I do not think we want to stop the train, but we need to be involved every
step of the way on this…
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Nicole Prieto Johns [mailto:Nicole.PrietoJohns@okhca.org] 
Sent: Friday, January 21, 2011 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange: Advisory Work Groups
 
RE: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange – ADVISORY WORK GROUP Signup
Information
        
Greetings Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange Stakeholders & Interested Parties:
 
In follow up to the previous email you were sent advising you of the public
meeting to be held on January 26th, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at the ODMHSAS
Training Center in the Shepherd Mall, this email contains information regarding
Advisory Work Groups to be formed.
 
Developing a common understanding of what an Oklahoma State Healthcare
Exchange must do is a critical first step in the creation of a strategic road map
for the Exchange.  To accomplish this step, Key Advisory Work Groups and sub-
groups will be formed to develop recommendations on Exchange related issues. 
Each Work Group and sub-group will be responsible to meet, discuss and
perform research to develop recommendations and advise on language to be used
for the development of a strategic plan for the Exchange.  Advisory Work Group
participation will require an estimated 3 month commitment.
 

Following are Key Issues, around which Advisory Work Groups and sub-groups
will be created:
 

1. Governance & Administrative Structure
2. Eligibility Process & Infrastructure
3. Enrollment
4. Information Technology

mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:glenn.coffee@sos.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
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Key Advisory Work Groups / Issues for Consideration
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1. Key Advisory Work Group: Governance & Administrative Structure


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaisons


 Exchange Goals:
o Reduce the number of uninsured people


and increase access to care
o Ensure greater accountability and


transparency in the purchase of insurance
o Increase the portability and continuity of


coverage for individuals
o Simplify the health insurance purchase for


individuals and businesses
o Foster competition on price, quality, and


service in the health insurance
marketplace


o Drive quality improvement and cost
containment


 Model Type (Board, Trust, Commission, etc.)


 Staffing and Hiring Procedures


 Regulatory & Policy including overseeing
Operations


 Recommendation for language to be
included in Strategic Plan for development
of the exchange


 Implementation Timeline


 Development of possible legislative language


 Comparison of Federal PPACA requirements
to Oklahoma statutes and administrative
rules


 If the Exchange is to process
commercial transactions and attract
customers, it should be insulated
from political influence with access
to business expertise


 If it is to achieve policy objectives
through tax-financed subsidies and
some degree of regulation, it must
have a level of transparency and be
publicly accountable


 Wherever housed, the Exchange
must be adaptive and capable of
developing new programs that can
be modified as circumstances
change, such as, changing market
conditions, the evolving
preferences of consumers, and the
ongoing development and issuance
of federal guidelines regarding
administration and its operation


 Identification of services to be
handled internally or outsourced
and which intermediaries are best
equipped to provide required
administrative services


 How should the Exchange be
organized and governed?
o Publicly sponsored?
o Government sponsored?
o Combination of both?


 Will the Exchange function as a
‘market organizer’ or as a selective
purchaser’?


 Should the Exchange be housed in a
State government entity or a
non‐profit organization? 


 Who should have decision‐making 
authority for the Exchange?


 What kind of web portal, call center
and other service centers should be
established?


 Should vendors be employed, and, if
so, for what services?


 What will be the funding source to
sustain the Exchange after January
1, 2015?


 How can the Exchange attract an
adequate number of participants
and insurers to ensure
sustainability?


 Should enabling legislation be
created?


 Should participation in the Exchange
be required by legislation?


Derek Lieser


Nicole Prieto Johns
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2. Key Advisory Work Group: Enrollment


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Certification of individuals not subject to
Individual Mandate


 Reporting requirements (HHS, Treasury
Open Enrollment, Annual, Mid-Year, Special,
Change, COBRA, Administrative, etc.)


 Premium Billing, Collections & Remittance


 Ongoing Account Management (including
renewals, delinquent payment notification,
etc.)


 Operation & Application of Subsidies and
Premium Tax Credits (transparency – the
ability to View Calculations)


 Free Choice Vouchers


 Individual Mandates


 Use of available current available
technologies (i.e. paperless processes)


 Coordination of existing data
systems / preventing duplication of
coverage (Medicaid, State/Fed
Data, HIE, Non-Medicaid)


 Enrollment may be online, in
person, by telephone through the
Exchange or with state officials
operating one of the other
applicable state health subsidy
programs


 Implementation of a paperless
system


 How can the Exchange create
administrative efficiencies and
protect the public?
o Reduce administration costs
o Add transparency to health


insurance
o Standardized electronic


enrollment and payment


Derek Lieser
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3. Key Advisory Work Group: Eligibility Process & Infrastructure


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Cost Sharing


 Employer premium subsidies (2yr
limit)


 Basic Health Program (State Option
to offer)


 Elimination of Asset Testing (this
would apply for most Medicaid
recipients and for all those eligible
for premium subsidies through the
Exchange)


How the ‘Small Market’ will be
defined: 1-50 or 51-100.


 Review Existing Public Subsidy
Program (Insure Oklahoma) for
Consolidation, Elimination &
Administrative Efficiencies (Exchange
Target Market overlaps with Insure
OK)


 Purchases restricted to U.S. citizens
and legal immigrants who are not
incarcerated


Whether applicant has access to
employer sponsored insurance (ESI)


Whether the ESI meets actuarial
standards and provides minimum
essential benefits


Whether the employee’s share of the
premium as a % of income is above or
below a certain % of their income


Develop high level workflow for
calculating subsides


 What elements of Insure Oklahoma and
SoonerCare online enrollment can be used
within the Exchange?


 At what point do you navigate an individual /
family to private or public coverage?


 Starting in 2017, should the Exchange include
larger employers and public employees?


 Will the person enroll from the exchange and
if so, will you have to incorporate each
insurers’ criteria or will there be a basic set of
criteria that is agreed by all.


 If ESI is available to the person, aren’t they
required to select that option?


 Will service payments take place inside the
Exchange or within company’s existing
mechanisms?


 Will a predetermine matrix determine plan
enrollment or will freedom of choice be the
overriding factor (i.e. upon qualification for
Medicaid what choices are allowed)?


 Is it allowed to present only the Exchange
plans that seem to best fit their needs based
upon responses to qualifying questions or
must all plans be presented?


 For what period of time must a consumer
enroll in a plan, i.e. yearly, monthly?


 Can a state entity like CSED mandate
enrollment as they do today with ESI?


Derek Lieser
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4. Key Advisory Work Group: Information Technology (IT)


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Program integrity, data security,
transparency (plans, agencies,
Exchange Operations)


 Application of available current
technologies (i.e. paperless
processes)


 Single Portal Access


 Web-site development &
maintenance includes:
o Eligibility and Enrollment
o Rating Engines
o Template maintenance in


standardization of processes


 Quality Measures


 Provider Info/Health System
Access


 Calculation of Costs (Benefit
Levels, Mandated Benefits,
Subsidies, Tax Credits, etc) and
what costs will be visible to the
applicant


 Premiums must be quoted
instantly and easily comparable
based on age, family composition,
tobacco use and location


 Linking to other state and federal
databases (IRS, Treasury Dept,
HHS, State/Federal Employee
systems, Medicaid, Medicare,
etc), insurance carriers and
employers


 Creation of a paperless system
both internally and paperless
access by consumers, agents,
brokers and Navigators.


 How will high level requirements for calculating
subsidies and tax credits be developed?


 How will research technical needs for running the
Exchange through single portal access be developed?


 How will high level requirements for an enrollment
and eligibility portal and rules engine be developed?


 Who insures exchange has most up to date


information?
 Who insures that the information is secure and in


compliance?


Derek Lieser
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5. Key Advisory Work Group: Carrier & Plan Selection


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leads


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including
representation from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Minimum Essential Benefits an exchange
must provide:
o Health - 4 Precious Metal Plans plus


Catastrophic Plan (for ages under 30)
o State Mandated Benefits (if offered, cost


born by State)
o Dental Plans
o Selective Carrier Contracting
o Certification/recertification/decertification


requirements for QHPs
o Standardizing Benefits
o Network Access
o Assignment of Quality Ratings
o Rate Review


 Multi State Plans - 2 plans required


 Co-op plans must be addressed if market is
not competitive


How the Exchange is to
contract with health plans
that are determined to be
of high value, based on
cost and quality


How the ‘Small Market’
will be defined (1-50 or 51-
100)


Choices that may be made
available to employees of
small businesses, i.e.: plan,
benefit tier, carrier, etc.


What benefits options should the Exchange offer?


Should participation be required by legislation?


Should there be a minimum enrollment period?


Do you require a minimum enrollment period?


Will the Exchange select health plans through
negotiations or competitive bidding, or both or will
it showcase all qualified and licensed carriers?
o When are plans free to adjust premiums over


time as enrollment evolves and claim trends
develop?


o How to adjust benefit designs as needed without
disrupting existing coverage?


o How much risk selection is tolerable without
undermining the ability of plans to compete?


o How to help insurers adjust to the business risks
through the Exchange to price their products at
levels that consumer will find attractive?


Will the Exchange allow each carrier to define
patient cost sharing within a benefit tier; will it
specify coinsurance, copayments & deductibles?


Will existing grandfathered health plans be able to
find ways to shed their adverse risks to the
Exchange?


How healthy is the pool of uninsured people likely
to enroll through the Exchange, compared to those
currently insured?


How will the Exchange level the playing field with
insurers in and outside of the Exchange?
o Should there be a requirement to participate?
o How can the Exchange foster competition?
o Should rating practices and range of benefits


offered be comparable in/out of Exchange?


Nicole Prieto Johns
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6. Key Advisory Work Group: Financial Management & Premium Development (Cost Containment/Risk Mgmt.)


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leads


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Reporting requirements (HHS,
Treasury Dept, Employers,
Carriers, etc.)


 Operational Costs &
Sustainability


 Premium Development


 Risk Adjustment/Adverse
Selection (Medical Loss Ratio)


 Premiums will be set in advance according to
adjusted community rating of risk, in and outside
the Exchanges for the non-group and small-
group markets


 Rating will be based on age, family composition
(size), tobacco use and location (zip)


 Rates for the elderly can only be three times as
high as those for the young


 Premium rate differences between plans must
reflect
o Administrative efficiency
o Customer service
o Provider reimbursement rates
o Care management
o Clinical networks


 Comparative risk calculations for health plans
require submission and analysis of their claims
data


 Transfer payments among plans requires running
premiums through a central distribution point, or
imposing a premium assessment on competing
plans, which is then redistributed to compensate
for risk selection


 Risk adjustment must apply across the entire
class or segment of insured people subject to
rating rules


 Resources are CMS, Health Connector in MA
using DxCG, for profit and non-profit
organizations including university research
depts.


 Should the individual and small
group markets be merged?


 What strategies can used so
premium revenues are adjusted for
risk selection among participating
carriers?


 Considerations on putting a risk
adjustment system in place:
o Is risk selection among plans


significant, beyond what is
already accounted for under the
allowed rating rules?


o Is the corrective adjustment
practical?


o Would it substantially equalize
risk?


 How can the Exchange help to
contain Oklahoma’s health care
costs?
o How can the Exchange help to


improve Oklahoma’s health care
quality?


 What will be the funding source to
sustain the Exchange after January
1, 2015?


 Will the Exchange regulate prices, if
so what processes must be created
to do this?


Nicole Prieto Johns
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7. Key Advisory Work Group: Education and Marketing


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leads


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Communication & Customer
Service


 Education


 Public Outreach


 Facilitate Enrollment


 Role of licensed Agents and
Brokers (Inside / Outside
Exchange Call Center


 Broker Management &
Compensation


 Creation of the Navigator
Program


 Role of Call Center Reps


 Producer Appointment
Requirements


 Need to promote greater
transparency


 Changes the Exchange will make to
the competitive landscape


 Targeted outreach and marketing
efforts will be needed to attract a
broad and diverse risk pool


 Education of consumers and
Brokers/agents on how to access and
use a paperless system


 Proactive activities used to promote
carrier participation in the Exchange
and the development of innovative
plan designs


Role of “Navigators” (non-licensed
consumer representatives)


 How should the Exchange market its services?


 What strategies can be used to educate
consumers about the Exchange?


 How brokers, agents and Navigators help
consumers to enroll?


 What type of customer services should be
made available to consumers?


 What is the current role of brokers?


 What type of services do brokers provide?


 How are brokers to be compensated? What
about retention bonuses or overrides, etc?


 Should broker’s fees be paid separate and
apart from premium (transparency)?


 How will information be distributed in a “fair
and impartial” way (enrollment, availability of
premium subsidies, cost sharing reductions,
etc)?


 How will Navigators help facilitate enrollment
in QHPs?


 How should people be referred to the
appropriate agency(s) for questions,
complaints or grievances?


 How will they reach people who normally are
not eligible for public assistance programs?


 Is there area or regional differences to be
considered?


Nicole Prieto Johns
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  Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange Stakeholder Meeting

		Wednesday, January 26, 2011


10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.



		ODMHSAS Training Center


Rose Rock Conference Room


2401 NW 23rd Street, Suite 1F


Oklahoma City, OK  73107




		Exchange Project Managers:


Derek Lieser


Nicole Prieto Johns







Purpose of the meeting:

1. Begin process of developing a common understanding of what a healthcare exchange in Oklahoma must do.

2. Discuss Planning Grant requirements and objectives.

3. Share a plan to involve stakeholders in identifying and refining a set of issues to be considered in planning for an Oklahoma exchange.

4. Discuss Exchange Planning Timeline and establishment of objectives to be met prior to the next general stakeholder meeting.

Agenda

I. Welcome and Meeting Overview

II. What an exchange is expected to do / Questions                                                                                      Overview presentation of exchange purpose, discussion of key business functions of an Oklahoma state based health insurance exchange and the role of Exchange planning stakeholders.  


III. Recent Events

a) Award of Federal Planning Grant

b) RFP to engage gap analysis contractor

c) Application for Early Innovator Grant


d) Oklahoma Health Information Trust (HIE)

IV. Organization of Stakeholder Key Planning Task Groups 

e) Present and discuss high-level exchange issues, and key questions to be analyzed 

f) Discuss development of Key Planning Task Groups


g) Discuss objectives to be met prior to next general stakeholder meeting

h) Planning project timeline

V. Stakeholder Participation

i) Discuss available volunteer opportunities and how to participate


j) Presentation on available video conferencing capabilities

VI. Open Forum

VII. Overview objectives for next meeting / Adjournment 
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5. Carrier & Plan Selection
6. Financial Management
7. Education & Marketing

 
Attached to this email is a spreadsheet listing questions and considerations for
each of the seven Key Issues.  The spreadsheet also identifies the Project
Manager who will act as liaison for each Advisory Work Group. Please keep in
mind that the list of questions and considerations is not intended to be
exhaustive and is provided as a tool which can be used by the Advisory Work
Groups to initiate and focus group discussions.  Each Advisory Work Group will
be provided additional resources by the Project Managers as well as be
responsible to perform independent research on its assigned Key Issue. 
 

In preparation of our meeting next Wednesday, please review the attached list
and take careful consideration as to which Advisory Work Group(s) you would
like to participate. Advisory Work Group and sub-group participation will be
assigned based upon the knowledge, demonstrated leadership experience and
areas of expertise of each participant as well as each participant’s ability to
commit the time, effort and resources needed to adequately address the assigned
Key Issue.  In most cases participants will be assigned to the Advisory Work
Group(s) of their choice.
 

Your active participation will be a deciding factor in determining Oklahoma’s
success in the development of an Exchange. Additional information about the
formation and requirements of the Work Groups will be provided at the January
26th, 10:30am -12:00pm, General Stakeholder meeting.  We look forward to
seeing you then to further discuss your participation in an Advisory Work Group.
 
 

Thank you!
Exchange Project Managers,
Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns | Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse
Services | Healthcare Exchange | 2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73107 | Office: 405.522.7685 | E-mail: Nicole.PrietoJohns@okhca.org
 
Derek Lieser | Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services |
Healthcare Exchange | 2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73107 |
Office: 405.522.7270 | E-mail: Derek.Lieser@okhca.org
 
 

 
 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,

mailto:Nicole.PrietoJohns@okhca.org
mailto:Derek.Lieser@okhca.org


distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Glenn Coffee (glenn.coffee@sos.ok.gov)"; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange: Advisory Work Groups
Date: Friday, January 21, 2011 12:46:18 PM
Attachments: Key Advisory Work Groups Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange 2011.pdf

Heritage Meeting Notes, 4-12-10.doc

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mark McCullough [mailto:Mark.McCullough@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 21, 2011 12:08 PM
To: Glen Mulready; Lewis H. Moore
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Jonathan Buxton
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange: Advisory Work Groups
 
Glen, Lewis,
Ya'll two definitely need to be on one of these sub-groups. I probably should too. We all
hate Obamacare, but the train has left the station and our job now is to INFLUENCE the process and
INFORM elected officials until Congress can shut this thing down. In the process, we may be able to set
up a framework for a "Utah" market based exchange (which is evidently working quite well) to slide in
place of the Federal monstrosity.  Look...the AGENCIES are out in front on this....just like the guys at
that Heritage conference told us would happen. We HAVE to stay informed and relevant to the process
OR WE WILL GET ROLLED - its in my notes! I attached them again - just for giggles.
Mark
 
 

From: Derek Lieser [Derek.Lieser@okhca.org]
Sent: Friday, January 21, 2011 11:29 AM
To: Derek Lieser
Subject: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange: Advisory Work Groups

RE: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange – ADVISORY WORK GROUP Signup
Information
        
Greetings Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange Stakeholders & Interested Parties:
 
Developing a common understanding of what an Oklahoma State Healthcare
Exchange must do is a critical first step in the creation of a strategic road map
for the Exchange.  To accomplish this step, Key Advisory Work Groups and sub-
groups will be formed to develop recommendations on Exchange related issues. 
Each Work Group and sub-group will be responsible to meet, discuss and
perform research to develop recommendations and advise on language to be used
for the development of a strategic plan for the Exchange. Advisory Work Group
participation will require an estimated 3 month commitment. 
 

mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:glenn.coffee@sos.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
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1. Key Advisory Work Group: Governance & Administrative Structure


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaisons


 Exchange Goals:
o Reduce the number of uninsured people


and increase access to care
o Ensure greater accountability and


transparency in the purchase of insurance
o Increase the portability and continuity of


coverage for individuals
o Simplify the health insurance purchase for


individuals and businesses
o Foster competition on price, quality, and


service in the health insurance
marketplace


o Drive quality improvement and cost
containment


 Model Type (Board, Trust, Commission, etc.)


 Staffing and Hiring Procedures


 Regulatory & Policy including overseeing
Operations


 Recommendation for language to be
included in Strategic Plan for development
of the exchange


 Implementation Timeline


 Development of possible legislative language


 Comparison of Federal PPACA requirements
to Oklahoma statutes and administrative
rules


 If the Exchange is to process
commercial transactions and attract
customers, it should be insulated
from political influence with access
to business expertise


 If it is to achieve policy objectives
through tax-financed subsidies and
some degree of regulation, it must
have a level of transparency and be
publicly accountable


 Wherever housed, the Exchange
must be adaptive and capable of
developing new programs that can
be modified as circumstances
change, such as, changing market
conditions, the evolving
preferences of consumers, and the
ongoing development and issuance
of federal guidelines regarding
administration and its operation


 Identification of services to be
handled internally or outsourced
and which intermediaries are best
equipped to provide required
administrative services


 How should the Exchange be
organized and governed?
o Publicly sponsored?
o Government sponsored?
o Combination of both?


 Will the Exchange function as a
‘market organizer’ or as a selective
purchaser’?


 Should the Exchange be housed in a
State government entity or a
non‐profit organization? 


 Who should have decision‐making 
authority for the Exchange?


 What kind of web portal, call center
and other service centers should be
established?


 Should vendors be employed, and, if
so, for what services?


 What will be the funding source to
sustain the Exchange after January
1, 2015?


 How can the Exchange attract an
adequate number of participants
and insurers to ensure
sustainability?


 Should enabling legislation be
created?


 Should participation in the Exchange
be required by legislation?


Derek Lieser
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2. Key Advisory Work Group: Enrollment


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Certification of individuals not subject to
Individual Mandate


 Reporting requirements (HHS, Treasury
Open Enrollment, Annual, Mid-Year, Special,
Change, COBRA, Administrative, etc.)


 Premium Billing, Collections & Remittance


 Ongoing Account Management (including
renewals, delinquent payment notification,
etc.)


 Operation & Application of Subsidies and
Premium Tax Credits (transparency – the
ability to View Calculations)


 Free Choice Vouchers


 Individual Mandates


 Use of available current available
technologies (i.e. paperless processes)


 Coordination of existing data
systems / preventing duplication of
coverage (Medicaid, State/Fed
Data, HIE, Non-Medicaid)


 Enrollment may be online, in
person, by telephone through the
Exchange or with state officials
operating one of the other
applicable state health subsidy
programs


 Implementation of a paperless
system


 How can the Exchange create
administrative efficiencies and
protect the public?
o Reduce administration costs
o Add transparency to health


insurance
o Standardized electronic


enrollment and payment


Derek Lieser
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3. Key Advisory Work Group: Eligibility Process & Infrastructure


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Cost Sharing


 Employer premium subsidies (2yr
limit)


 Basic Health Program (State Option
to offer)


 Elimination of Asset Testing (this
would apply for most Medicaid
recipients and for all those eligible
for premium subsidies through the
Exchange)


How the ‘Small Market’ will be
defined: 1-50 or 51-100.


 Review Existing Public Subsidy
Program (Insure Oklahoma) for
Consolidation, Elimination &
Administrative Efficiencies (Exchange
Target Market overlaps with Insure
OK)


 Purchases restricted to U.S. citizens
and legal immigrants who are not
incarcerated


Whether applicant has access to
employer sponsored insurance (ESI)


Whether the ESI meets actuarial
standards and provides minimum
essential benefits


Whether the employee’s share of the
premium as a % of income is above or
below a certain % of their income


Develop high level workflow for
calculating subsides


 What elements of Insure Oklahoma and
SoonerCare online enrollment can be used
within the Exchange?


 At what point do you navigate an individual /
family to private or public coverage?


 Starting in 2017, should the Exchange include
larger employers and public employees?


 Will the person enroll from the exchange and
if so, will you have to incorporate each
insurers’ criteria or will there be a basic set of
criteria that is agreed by all.


 If ESI is available to the person, aren’t they
required to select that option?


 Will service payments take place inside the
Exchange or within company’s existing
mechanisms?


 Will a predetermine matrix determine plan
enrollment or will freedom of choice be the
overriding factor (i.e. upon qualification for
Medicaid what choices are allowed)?


 Is it allowed to present only the Exchange
plans that seem to best fit their needs based
upon responses to qualifying questions or
must all plans be presented?


 For what period of time must a consumer
enroll in a plan, i.e. yearly, monthly?


 Can a state entity like CSED mandate
enrollment as they do today with ESI?
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4. Key Advisory Work Group: Information Technology (IT)


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Program integrity, data security,
transparency (plans, agencies,
Exchange Operations)


 Application of available current
technologies (i.e. paperless
processes)


 Single Portal Access


 Web-site development &
maintenance includes:
o Eligibility and Enrollment
o Rating Engines
o Template maintenance in


standardization of processes


 Quality Measures


 Provider Info/Health System
Access


 Calculation of Costs (Benefit
Levels, Mandated Benefits,
Subsidies, Tax Credits, etc) and
what costs will be visible to the
applicant


 Premiums must be quoted
instantly and easily comparable
based on age, family composition,
tobacco use and location


 Linking to other state and federal
databases (IRS, Treasury Dept,
HHS, State/Federal Employee
systems, Medicaid, Medicare,
etc), insurance carriers and
employers


 Creation of a paperless system
both internally and paperless
access by consumers, agents,
brokers and Navigators.


 How will high level requirements for calculating
subsidies and tax credits be developed?


 How will research technical needs for running the
Exchange through single portal access be developed?


 How will high level requirements for an enrollment
and eligibility portal and rules engine be developed?


 Who insures exchange has most up to date


information?
 Who insures that the information is secure and in


compliance?
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5. Key Advisory Work Group: Carrier & Plan Selection


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leads


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including
representation from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Minimum Essential Benefits an exchange
must provide:
o Health - 4 Precious Metal Plans plus


Catastrophic Plan (for ages under 30)
o State Mandated Benefits (if offered, cost


born by State)
o Dental Plans
o Selective Carrier Contracting
o Certification/recertification/decertification


requirements for QHPs
o Standardizing Benefits
o Network Access
o Assignment of Quality Ratings
o Rate Review


 Multi State Plans - 2 plans required


 Co-op plans must be addressed if market is
not competitive


How the Exchange is to
contract with health plans
that are determined to be
of high value, based on
cost and quality


How the ‘Small Market’
will be defined (1-50 or 51-
100)


Choices that may be made
available to employees of
small businesses, i.e.: plan,
benefit tier, carrier, etc.


What benefits options should the Exchange offer?


Should participation be required by legislation?


Should there be a minimum enrollment period?


Do you require a minimum enrollment period?


Will the Exchange select health plans through
negotiations or competitive bidding, or both or will
it showcase all qualified and licensed carriers?
o When are plans free to adjust premiums over


time as enrollment evolves and claim trends
develop?


o How to adjust benefit designs as needed without
disrupting existing coverage?


o How much risk selection is tolerable without
undermining the ability of plans to compete?


o How to help insurers adjust to the business risks
through the Exchange to price their products at
levels that consumer will find attractive?


Will the Exchange allow each carrier to define
patient cost sharing within a benefit tier; will it
specify coinsurance, copayments & deductibles?


Will existing grandfathered health plans be able to
find ways to shed their adverse risks to the
Exchange?


How healthy is the pool of uninsured people likely
to enroll through the Exchange, compared to those
currently insured?


How will the Exchange level the playing field with
insurers in and outside of the Exchange?
o Should there be a requirement to participate?
o How can the Exchange foster competition?
o Should rating practices and range of benefits


offered be comparable in/out of Exchange?
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6. Key Advisory Work Group: Financial Management & Premium Development (Cost Containment/Risk Mgmt.)


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leads


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Reporting requirements (HHS,
Treasury Dept, Employers,
Carriers, etc.)


 Operational Costs &
Sustainability


 Premium Development


 Risk Adjustment/Adverse
Selection (Medical Loss Ratio)


 Premiums will be set in advance according to
adjusted community rating of risk, in and outside
the Exchanges for the non-group and small-
group markets


 Rating will be based on age, family composition
(size), tobacco use and location (zip)


 Rates for the elderly can only be three times as
high as those for the young


 Premium rate differences between plans must
reflect
o Administrative efficiency
o Customer service
o Provider reimbursement rates
o Care management
o Clinical networks


 Comparative risk calculations for health plans
require submission and analysis of their claims
data


 Transfer payments among plans requires running
premiums through a central distribution point, or
imposing a premium assessment on competing
plans, which is then redistributed to compensate
for risk selection


 Risk adjustment must apply across the entire
class or segment of insured people subject to
rating rules


 Resources are CMS, Health Connector in MA
using DxCG, for profit and non-profit
organizations including university research
depts.


 Should the individual and small
group markets be merged?


 What strategies can used so
premium revenues are adjusted for
risk selection among participating
carriers?


 Considerations on putting a risk
adjustment system in place:
o Is risk selection among plans


significant, beyond what is
already accounted for under the
allowed rating rules?


o Is the corrective adjustment
practical?


o Would it substantially equalize
risk?


 How can the Exchange help to
contain Oklahoma’s health care
costs?
o How can the Exchange help to


improve Oklahoma’s health care
quality?


 What will be the funding source to
sustain the Exchange after January
1, 2015?


 Will the Exchange regulate prices, if
so what processes must be created
to do this?
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7. Key Advisory Work Group: Education and Marketing


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leads


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Communication & Customer
Service


 Education


 Public Outreach


 Facilitate Enrollment


 Role of licensed Agents and
Brokers (Inside / Outside
Exchange Call Center


 Broker Management &
Compensation


 Creation of the Navigator
Program


 Role of Call Center Reps


 Producer Appointment
Requirements


 Need to promote greater
transparency


 Changes the Exchange will make to
the competitive landscape


 Targeted outreach and marketing
efforts will be needed to attract a
broad and diverse risk pool


 Education of consumers and
Brokers/agents on how to access and
use a paperless system


 Proactive activities used to promote
carrier participation in the Exchange
and the development of innovative
plan designs


Role of “Navigators” (non-licensed
consumer representatives)


 How should the Exchange market its services?


 What strategies can be used to educate
consumers about the Exchange?


 How brokers, agents and Navigators help
consumers to enroll?


 What type of customer services should be
made available to consumers?


 What is the current role of brokers?


 What type of services do brokers provide?


 How are brokers to be compensated? What
about retention bonuses or overrides, etc?


 Should broker’s fees be paid separate and
apart from premium (transparency)?


 How will information be distributed in a “fair
and impartial” way (enrollment, availability of
premium subsidies, cost sharing reductions,
etc)?


 How will Navigators help facilitate enrollment
in QHPs?


 How should people be referred to the
appropriate agency(s) for questions,
complaints or grievances?


 How will they reach people who normally are
not eligible for public assistance programs?


 Is there area or regional differences to be
considered?
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Heath Care Seminar, The Heritage Foundation, Washington D.C., April 12th, 2010

Dr. Robert Moffit, Head of Heath Care Policy, Heritage

This will be a long, contentious implementation process. The opportunity is to re-frame the debate as regards the basic relationship between the state and its citizens as to health care.



The key point that has been washed out is that there is a real separation between the States and the Fed as to enumerated powers. The states must take a leadership role in the next 8 years to shape the debate and the implementation of whatever health system ends up evolving. We need to make sure we aggressively look to the interests of our constituents.



Sen Orrin Hatch, Utah 

Utah is a shining example of why the States should be put in charge of developing health care policy and not the Fed. 



We have never seen anything like what we are dealing with right now in our history. The line between the public and private sector has never been more blurred. The 10 year fiscal outlook is bleak. Largest national debt since 1945. We are looking at debt reaching 90% of GDP by 2020. 



Majority of Americans know that that this bill will increase costs and deficits and that is reflected consistently in public opinion. 



Most major spending provision in this bill don’t kick in until after the 2014 presidential election. The 10 year cost of this bill is estimated at 2.5 trillion dollars.



Democrat experts at CBO: The key point is that any saving in this bill are one time savings that cannot be repeated. 



Utah’s Medicaid costs will increase by 50%.



He believes that the individual mandate is unconstitutional. The Constitution allows the Congress to regulate interstate commerce, but the Courts have never ratified that Congress can require participation in commerce. If this is allowed, then there is no limit to Congress’ powers. 

Liberty itself is what is at stake. A liberal constitutional scholar, Jonathan Turley, recently admitted that this bill will seriously compromise basic liberty.



He said he knows he is preaching to the choir, but that the Democrats have truly put themselves at odds with the American people and passed this bill in a very bad exercise in government.



He believes that the Democrats will use the higher costs created by this bill to blame the private sector and further rationalize a single payer system.



The Heritage foundation is very important. They are constantly trying to find ways to bring common sense to government. The Republicans up here pay a great deal of attention to the Heritage Foundation and their publications are worth reading.



Many Democrats are becoming terrified about all of the spending. 



Seventeen union states have been exempted from the “Cadillac tax”, which, in any event will not be implemented until 2018. He doesn’t think it will be implemented at all.



The reason he left the Democratic party because, years ago, that there was this unholy belief that the Federal Government will solve all problems.



Ed Haislmaier, Heritage Heath Specialist – Introducing Panelists

This man is brilliant. Take him very seriously.



We have an official crisis in health care because the Fed has set the clock running. Real leadership comes when you change when there is not a crisis. He saw this when he was at Phizer Pharmaceuticals, who changed their successful sales force b/c they saw it wasn’t going to work in 10 years. That is what David Clark did with health care in Utah.



In Utah, they did risk assessment first, unlike Mass, which did community rating and mandatory issue. 



Ed thinks that the Health Care Bill could be repealed, having said that, the Feds don’t have insurance experience, so the States have a huge opportunity to change this thing over the next several years. He thinks it is hugely likely that the controversial parts will be defunded in the coming years.



Rep. David Clark, Speaker of the Utah House

They also passed their Exchange in 09, like Oklahoma, but they have totally implemented in under a year. They passed legislation and implemented in 5 months. No joke.



They went to Heritage for help.



They tried to emulate Mass, but Utah didn’t have the money. They wanted to have quality health care for every citizen. In Mass, 70% of all lives there were covered by Fortune 500 companies. They have the opposite: 750,000 small businesses. He is grateful to Mass for jumping in first to put together and Exchange.



The brain trust is here: Dan Schuyler, Cheryl Smith, Cathy Dupont, David Jackson, Don Garlitz, Brian Somers.



They leveraged with the private sector. BSwift and HealthEquity. They did not have to develop, in house, the expertise to implement. 



They have high quality health and low cost health care. They measure twice and cut once. They looked at the small businesses and their needs. But health care and wage inflation was making costs unsustainable. This thing was born out of financial necessity to stay competitive on rising health care costs.



First year: health task force three years ago – its still going. TF identified the 6 key areas to work on. They figured it would take 10 years to reverse the problematic trends.



First of all they determined that personal responsibility had to be emphasized in creating a plan. Second it had to be market based. I.e. when having a heart attack, you are not shopping around, but you can when looking for total knee replacement. When crafting policy, when you can reflect, how can you encourage “shopping around?” He believes that the Exchange is the only viable option out there right now for achieving these two goals.



He said 15 years ago GM was one of the largest company in the world, now we call them Government Motors. The point is: you can’t bet against the market. They got killed by heath care costs.



They have a variety of demonstration projects on : electronic medical records, diabetes, Clinical Health Information Exchange, All-Payer Database: they have accumulated over a million people’s medical records for electronic storage.



The largest philosophical issues they dealt with was going from a defined benefit health paradigm to a defined contribution paradigm. They went to the “Coburn” model on a state level and allowed citizens to deduct health care individually from taxes, not just businesses – something the Fed’s steadfastly refuse to do.



They have a universal enrolment form. There are only 2 functioning plans in the US right now, Utah and Mass – both at the polar opposite ends of the spectrum. Mass: big government, mandates and a huge entitlement. Utah:  all market based. Mass: $25 million to run their plan. Utah: $600,000. No joke. 



He does not believe that we will be able to repeal and replace the Heath Care Bill. He thinks the opportunity is for the States to, de-facto, write the regulations and hand them to the Feds. He thinks we have, as states, failed in the past in doing this. He says we have to be aggressive in propagating the rules that will be coming in the next decade. We must be cohesive and work together in doing it. 



This will be a series of battles in the regulatory environment. 



Dan Schuler, Utah’s Two Exchange Employees

One of two of employees running their exchange. Yeah, you read that right – two. 



How does it work:

1) Employer registers. (Small employers, under 50)

2) Employee enters information. Universal health application.

3) Turned over to insurance companies who evaluate risk: Premium Generated.

4) Employee compares and shops for plans.

5) Enrollment is Finalized.

6) Plans go into effect on designated dates.



All done on a web site.



They are working on a large employer plan.



Premium aggregation is unique to the exchange. If you or your spouse are working for two employers, you can combine benefits to buy what you want. 



They have an “optimizer filter” that lets you look at your past health care spending practices and gives a boatload of information based on various factors, ie. total out of pocket vs total cost, etc.



You can compare up to 4 plans to see what is important to you. About 16 categories you can drill down on or you can just look at plan basics. Ie., prescription drugs or mental health.



There are no mandates whatsoever. They anticipated launching in 2012 they were approached by employers and asked to implement early. They have 85% of their insurance companies participating in Utah’s exchange. (This is the way Ed Haislmaier envisioned it being implemented in the first place, and what he talked about when he flew to OK and held a two day seminar at the Capitol back in Aug of 07).



Q & A

How did switching to a defined contribution work? If you want to participate in the Exchange, you must use defined contribution. First, they do a typical underwriting, or risk adjustment for the population of the business. The Employer has X dollar value that they allocate to the employee to shop for what plan suits them best, instead of selecting a plan for the employee. An allowance. There are a number of ways to do this as an employer. Two main things that drive the premiums: family size and age range (age banding). Really, every employer already is doing defined contribution, they just offer one plan. They contemplate that  the employer could “break up” the contributions, spending more on their older employees. 



Did Utah start out with several mandates? They have very few benefit mandates. They also created Utah’s homegrown “COBRA” where there are very few mandates. 

Utah has a high risk pool. 3800 people. Guarantee issue for the High Risk Pool. All this has only been done with the employer market, not the individual market. 



Prospective risk assessment has really helped. The insurers have to stay engaged. Between 75,00 to 250,000 they share risk. Most insurers have already done their catastrophic risk assessment and have for years.



When switching to a buyer based market the insurers will complain “oh we’ll get all the diabetics” but when everyone has to play in the high risk pool, they all worked it out together. The state facilitated the conversation. They got all the insurance big shots in a room and had one of their experts check their various statements for accuracy.









My question: how does the tax credit for employer’s work in Utah.? Utah created a tax credit against their state income tax for those in the individual market only. About 190, 000 people. This may also not be implemented immediately because of the budget crunch. Pretty small sub set and if they don’t pay much state tax, is it really that helpful? I think we should do it, but….



Utah now has 3 technical advisory committees. Industry has contributed 10,000 man hours of work in hammering out the details. Working groups…why does that sound familiar? 



Who were the biggest barriers? Everyone is resistant to change. Senate / House : conservative, not conservative enough. It all went back to economics. Three large insurers cover 80% of Utah. Biggest mistake was putting them all in a room – it became divide and conquer. But he had to get them on board. The most spears he has pulled out of his back have come from the broker community. Brokers get commissions from insurance sold through the Exchange. The resistance comes from paranoia that the Exchange will make them irrelevant. The stereotypical broker does not work very hard, and they saw this change as a challenge to their lifestyle. It actually takes work to sort through what is best for 20 different families in a given company. Ed was blunt: most brokers look at this job as easy money: get people on board and just keep them indefinitely. You get a 9% increase in their premiums, hey great. If you now shop on the Exchange, you could lose them. In Utah, most of the thinking brokers now know they stand to benefit from the Exchange. Utah crated a broker advisory group to give them a higher comfort level.  The legislation that was passed was comprehensive, so the Speaker tried not to make it look like they were picking on one party. The transparency was key, and that had to affect everyone: brokers, health care providers. The business community is an ally because they want a better insurance system. Speaker Clark said this was the most complicated thing he ever did. They had to find key people they could rely on and give them cover. He said his vendors were keys. He learned about how insurance companies price. 



Speaker Clark thinks that we’ll see employers are going to dump employees. Medicaid now covers everyone at 133% of the FPL. 



Clark wants to work harder and faster to make sure their market based system gets cemented as a model. 



Matt Towery, Non Polling Guy, Syndicated Columnist, Author, Former Newt Staff

731 respondents. Margin of error 3.7%. Scientifically designed. Properly weighted. Properly queried: What is your opinion of the Health Care Legislation. 51% do not support. 53% of independents oppose. Those who disapproved, why? 



Gave several reasons: the runaway winner: People don’t like government period. They are increasingly resistant to pro-active government. This is the thing. There is no other thing. Washington is an insular town. They get caught up in the minutia. America says: don’t tread on me. 



Of those who said they supported it gave: cover the uninsured and preexisting conditions, something that could be fixed at the state level.



When they gave a loaded question about whether we should have dealt with deficits and spending first, 57% of independents agreed. 

One thing the American public is experiencing is fear. Health care was the touchstone, but the underlying concern is the overwhelming size of government and the swelling deficits. 



Extremely low confidence numbers in state and federal leadership.



Message: don’t regulate, provide opportunity. Opportunity is what people want right now. And people are interested in themselves and their own well being. 



When trying to implement the Exchange, do not appear to regulate. Be incremental. 



Dr. Moffit_-Reflections on the Exchange:



The real problem is with Small Businesses being able to provide insurance. The tax code is the 800 lb gorilla. If you don’t get insurance thru your employer, you essentially pay a huge 30 to 50% tax on insurance, b/c you pay for it with after tax dollars. 



Heritage was the first organization to put pen to paper and sketch out the Exchange: It is not a regulator, it simply processes paperwork for premium payments and facilitates assignment of premiums. A key principal: because the employer facilitates the insurance, the defined contribution that is provided to employees is tax free and the benefits are tax free. This is still group insurance. Employees have a property right in the insurance. It achieving personal ownership of the insurance. 



The Massachusetts Plan

Tim Murphy, Michael Widmer, Jim Stergios, Cindy Gillespie.



Tim Murphy, Worked on Romney’s staff on their current Health System “Romneycare.”

Mass wanted to insure their 10% of uninsured. They had a number of funding sources to fund the “unfunded care pool” doled out to HCP like hospitals. 800 to 900 million dollars. Byzantine. Untenable. 



Health care costs were growing 7 to 9% a year. Health care costs are 2X bigger than the State’s ability to generate tax revenue. They finally got disallowed on a waiver they were using. They were going to lose about 385 million dollars from the Fed. So viola, Romneycare. 



They took a very wholistic approach. They identified by income cohort. Kensyan assumption: if you don’t have insurance you must be poor. Untrue. First group: Fully 20% of the uninsured were not signing up for Medicaid although they qualified. Fully half earned 300% of the FPL: $31,000 or more. Why aren’t they buying insurance? Final group, less than 300% of FPL but not eligible for Medicaid (about 200,000).



Mass was (is) heavily regulated insurance market. The dysfunctional market was the non-group market. Average age 56. Female. Guaranteed issue. Cadillac plan. The people who did sign up were older and sicker. Younger wouldn’t sign up. Wouldn’t allow HMO’s and HAS’s. Mass merged the small group and non-group market. For individuals, it cut the individual market premium way down (over 30%) and raised the small group premium about 2%. The mandate forced people into the pool who were making rational economic decisions to not buy insurance. 



For their “slip thru the crack” folks (under 300% of FPL but no Medicaid) they created a sliding scale subsidy (my commentary: this is the part that has been criticized for the escalating costs). 



They also have the Exchange or Connector. This was the big market based part of the overhaul. The first Exchange program in the US. They chose to make the Exchange administer their new subsidy. 



Individual mandate. Very controversial. The original idea: over 18, buy a catastrophic plan or post a bond showing financial wherewithal. The rational: the uninsured’s costs get socialized when they do need care. Of course, the Mass legislature messed it up and made the baseline plan loaded up with all the goodies and therefore expensive. He thinks it was a big mistake.



Two things that Mass did b/c of the new subsidy: If the employer offers insurance – you have to buy it. If you are an employer who wants to dump your low wage employees, you can’t offer an insurance plan to higher wage earners that you don’t offer to you low wage workers. 



Michael Widmer

The estimate for the new subsidy for the 150,000 uninsured “crack slippers” + 750 million per year or $5000 per person. 



They calculate the cost to the state of employers not getting insurerance was $295 per employee per year. That is where they got the penalty from.



He contests the assertion of the State Treasurer that the new health care system is a budget buster. See WSJ article. He asserts that many have an interest in showing that “Mass has failed.” He said there has been a reduction in benefits, mainly to illegal immigrants. He says this is due to the general financial downturn effecting the budget. 



Their “uncompensated care pool” money is now more rationally distributed. 



He did mention that the cost of premiums have been a problem for businesses. He says costs are going to have to be addressed. 



Jim Stergios

Highlights of the Mass plan. 

Putting the Connector together with a Board filled by people who have agendas to make the plans look the way they want is not working in Mass. Have to make this a market thing. It’s very top down in Mass. They have a lot of power. It’s not the way to get it done. Huge issue in the Governor’s race. Still a lot of people in the poverty band not in the system. Some concern that there is crowd out. There is a lack of information on several issues coming out of the Connector. He says that ER utilization has not really gone down like they thought it would.





Cindy Gillespie

Important elements of the Health Care Bill. (Mass and Utah become very important). The first ones to engage HHS will have the ability to influence the regs.



The Exchange envisioned in the Health Care Bill is NOT what Mass and Utah have. This is not a State based exchange. It is a State administered Exchange.



What Exchange Does:

1) To certify health plans for sale. Requirements set by HHS. No one knows yet. There are broad categories of coverage, she’ll come back with specifics.

2) Offer them to employers and help people enroll. 

3) Exchange will facilitate eligibility for any state subsidized plan. Single eligibility and access to subsidies portal.

4) Refundable tax credits will be paid directly to the insurer. Feds don’t have a Premium Aggregator. Evidently, the Premium Aggregator is real important.

5) Exchange for individuals and Exchange for Small Business.



First decision a State must make: Establish and exchange or let HHS do it. 

Second decision: What will the Exchange be? Nonprofit? What branch of government? In Mass, it is on its own. In Utah, it’s in the Dept of Econ Development or something like it. Mass really focused on individual market.



States get to decide how much gets to be privatized. How much can the exchange contract out for services? Utah extensively uses vendors.  



What other functions do you want the Exchange to do? Do you want a Premium Aggregator? 



How aggressively do you want to implement heading to January 2014? Mass did phased implementation over a year instead of going live on day one? THERE IS MONEY FOR STATES TO PHASE IN THE EXCHANGE.



THE EXHANGE HAS TO BE CERTIFED AS FUNCTIONAL BY JUNE 2013 OR HHS WILL COME IN AND DO IT FOR YOU. 



States have until 2012 session at the latest to get this passed. Some states will want liberal versions, and some states will want more market based Exchanges. 



HHS will certify a minimum list of benefits that must be offered in any plan. Any additional benefits offered, and so drive up premiums, will have to be picked up by the States. 



A small business will ultimately be calculated as 100 employees or less.



All states must monitor premium increases by Jan 2014. Funds available to begin monitoring. 



Wow. This really is a big government deal. The reality is, this is coming. 





Dennis Smith, Former Director of Medicaid under Bush

Evidently, this guy is a super Medicaid guru.



It is alarming to him the extent to which the Health Care Bill marginalizes the States. It is absurd and comical at the same time.



The States are going to have to fight for their sovereign role. The States are being treated as so much bother.



State Legislators need to bone up on their state Medicaid Program. 



Who will the Insurance Commissioner work for? The State or HHS?



There will need to be a Committee set up to filter all of this information in a transparent way. 



If the Legislatures don’t have all the facts in front of them, we are going to get rolled. Do you want an agency or advocacy groups determining eligibility for  Medicaid or the Exchange?



He says the new Medicaid eligible’s are eligible at a real, adjusted 140% of the FPL. Most of whom are healthy young adults. 



Getting transparency out of the agencies will need to be a priority. Agencies tend to state “we’re doing the best that we can” and they will tend to obscure transparency. He stated, for example, that enrollment error rates in one study to be at 20%. 



The Legislature may need to begin to play hardball with agencies and counties. The Bill gives the States the authority to outsource the entire Exchange and what to include in it. Can use this for leverage to push the agency’s to be transparent. 



Demand the Feds come, immediately, to our states and begin to testify on how this is going to work. They are already taking the term “State” out of the program names, ie. S-CHIP is now just CHIP. Same for the official name of the Medicaid program. We should be outraged.



When the Exchange starts, the SCHIP kids should, by definition, not qualify for the new entitlement. 



Cost sharing is an important part of this. There are new inequities across families. Definitions of families have changed with this. Ie. 26 year olds are now covered under parents insurance. Third party liability is going to be more important. 



HHS said that states cannot change their cost sharing, without any authority.


The states are going to have to look for fights to pick. 



Benchmark plans are going to be the standard. If we pass a plan then we can defend it in Federal court.



When this Bill was passed many states were looking at Exchanges. This isn’t the foreign idea. It would be foreign to turn this over to an outside entity that the State has no control over. Where are the opportunities to privatize and outsource? 



All state expenditures in 2008 totaled 1 trillion dollars. So health care costs are 2X the entire cost of all state expenditures. 



State Legislatures are going to have to work hard to find ways to keep from raising taxes.



To all of our colleagues who don’t want to be bothered with health care minutia, they are going to have to get engaged. This is a huge deal that will dramatically affect the budget.



He says that the Feds can’t pull Medicaid funding if they pass the Freedom of Healthcare Act. 



Get actuarials to certify benchmark plan equivalents, so that HHS will have a hard time pushing back against it.



Find a better way to better manage our duel eligibles. CMS is evidently interested in this. 83% of all Medicaid spending is on people with 3 or more chronic conditions.



He says its crazy for 20 something graduate students to be Medicaid eligible. 



1115 waivers are closed for business. 



States should be hollering at CMS for playing favorites with certain states. Why can New York put their SSD in managed care but not us?



Don’t wait for the regulations. Get aggressive. Bring your “A” team. 



IMPORTANT: Get a State Plan Amendment (Benchmark Plan) on the Books as soon as possible. CMS has to approve it if it complies with the Law, and we can litigate the decision in Federal Court.



Take a hard look at who is actually running Medicaid in OK. Get someone in there with an insurance background. Root out fraud. 



Look at the high users at try and get them in managed care. Better to manage their chronic problems. Find your find high users. We are doing some of this in OK. In OK, 58% of Medicaid Expenditures are on Blind, Aged and Disabled. 









Big panel on the Future of  Health Care beyond the Health Care Bill 

Amanda Adkins form Missouri

There is an opportunity for Employers to drive reform. ABC handout.

Super automated health care records.



Ralph Bernstein, US Bank

One of their areas of expertise is health care payments. There is a natural connection b/t what is going on in health care and what they have been doing for a long time. Card based payments. Tax credit payments. There has been a lack of thinking at the Fed level for how you move the money. They operate HAS’s and FSA’s. They move money around all day long. They facilitate JIT funding. They coordinate payments. Hmm. An opportunity for our banks in OK to help with all this. He commented that Utah reached out to the private sector to get help. We are here, use us. 



Ed said: The Private Sector will always move faster than you (state gov) but you will always will move faster than the Fed.



Tim Murphy, Beacon, Behavioral Health, Boston

So many of your high cost patients have behavioral health co-morbidities. They provide expertise in managing these types of patients. They build out systems of care. 

Who were the uninsured: a lot are young, healthy and in and out of the work force. They look a lot more like small business than typical Medicaid. The one area where they used higher health care was behavioral health: up to 3 times higher in this category. Typically they are childless adults who can’t hold a job b/c of their behavioral health problems. If these people get dumped into Medicaid, they will sink you. Once they get on prescription drugs it gets expensive. You need to really think about how to manage this populations. Hmm.



Raymond Seaver, BSwift, Vendor that is helping Utah. Employee Benefits.

Their software is ideally suited for an employer based defined contribution health plan – the Exchange.

When shopping for coverage on the Exchange website, this technology becomes very important. 

They can manage the movement of the people constantly coming in and out of the system. 

They developed the Premium Aggregation component of Utah’s system.

An Exchange involves a high number of transactions and changes. They are configurable. You don’t have to customize. 

You can make good use of the funds you get from the Feds to set up the system.



Steve May, Millman, A very large actuarial firm.

Ed re-stated that Legislators are in a position that they are really going to have to ride heard and do their homework on their own Medicaid and on this Bill.



Steve says that they can model the costs of all the new mandates. Gazby 45 is a new requirement for State Retirement benefits to accurately model the costs of these plans.  The states and municipalities that are moving forward with these requirements’ are getting AAA ratings b/c they are starting to put money aside and prepare. You can cut your liability in half if you pre-fund. You can apply this to health benefits as well. They are also finding out that the States and Munis are in worse shape than they previously thought because of this new rule.



Steve Neeleman, Health Equity, One of the Owners of the Thunder works for Health Equity

HSA administrators. Gave examples of American Express putting everyone on HAS’s and their health care costs have been flat for several years. Indiana doing the same thing. He can’t believe that this hasn’t taken off more than it has. He thinks Exchanges and HAS’s are a good combination.



Eric Grossman, Trizetto, a big competitor to CMS for claims management

In 2015 the Exchanges will have to compete head to head with existing channels of distributions (brokers) with no Federal subsidies for administrative costs.



You need broker participation in an Exchange. 



He says that the Mass Exchange web site is not easy to use. 



Dennis Smith, working for Leavitt Partners, him and Leavitt  have run the Fed Medicaid Program for many years

Consultants. Translators between the private sector and the Medicaid program that they know so well. Government doesn’t pay for health care, it pays for billing codes. 

















































































































Following are Key Issues, around which Advisory Work Groups and sub-groups
will be created:
 

1. Governance & Administrative Structure
2. Eligibility Process & Infrastructure
3. Enrollment
4. Information Technology
5. Carrier & Plan Selection
6. Financial Management
7. Education & Marketing

 
Attached to this email is a spreadsheet listing questions and considerations for
each of the seven Key Issues.  The spreadsheet also identifies the Project
Manager who will act as liaison for each Advisory Work Group. Please keep in
mind that the list of questions and considerations is not intended to be
exhaustive and is provided as a tool which can be used by the Advisory Work
Groups to initiate and focus group discussions.  Each Advisory Work Group will
be provided additional resources by the Project Managers as well as be
responsible to perform independent research on its assigned Key Issue. 
 
In preparation of our meeting next Wednesday, please review the attached list
and take careful consideration as to which Advisory Work Group(s) you would
like to participate. Advisory Work Group and sub-group participation will be
assigned based upon the knowledge, demonstrated leadership experience and
areas of expertise of each participant as well as each participant’s ability to
commit the time, effort and resources needed to adequately address the assigned
Key Issue.  In most cases participants will be assigned to the Advisory Work
Group(s) of their choice.
 
Your active participation will be a deciding factor in determining Oklahoma’s
success in the development of an Exchange. Additional information about the
formation and requirements of the Work Groups will be provided at the January
26th, 10:30am -12:00pm, General Stakeholder meeting.  We look forward to
seeing you then to further discussion regarding your participation in the Advisory
Work Groups.
 
Thank you!
Exchange Project Managers,
Derek Lieser & Nicole Prieto Johns
 
 
Derek Lieser | Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services |
Healthcare Exchange | 2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73107 |
Office: 405.522.7270 | E-mail: Derek.Lieser@okhca.org
 
S. Nicole Prieto Johns | Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse
Services | Healthcare Exchange | 2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73107 | Office: 405.522.7685 | E-mail: Nicole.PrietoJohns@okhca.org
 
 

mailto:Derek.Lieser@okhca.org
mailto:Nicole.PrietoJohns@okhca.org


 
=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cheryl Smith 
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange: Advisory Work Groups
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 12:13:00 PM
Attachments: Key Advisory Work Groups Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange 2011.pdf

OHX Stakeholder Agenda - Jan 2010.doc
Shepherd Mall Floor Plan_map.pdf

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Nicole Prieto Johns [mailto:Nicole.PrietoJohns@okhca.org] 
Sent: Friday, January 21, 2011 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange: Advisory Work Groups
 
RE: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange – ADVISORY WORK GROUP Signup
Information
        
Greetings Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange Stakeholders & Interested Parties:
 
In follow up to the previous email you were sent advising you of the public
meeting to be held on January 26th, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at the ODMHSAS
Training Center in the Shepherd Mall, this email contains information regarding
Advisory Work Groups to be formed.
 
Developing a common understanding of what an Oklahoma State Healthcare
Exchange must do is a critical first step in the creation of a strategic road map
for the Exchange.  To accomplish this step, Key Advisory Work Groups and sub-
groups will be formed to develop recommendations on Exchange related issues. 
Each Work Group and sub-group will be responsible to meet, discuss and
perform research to develop recommendations and advise on language to be used
for the development of a strategic plan for the Exchange.  Advisory Work Group
participation will require an estimated 3 month commitment.
 

Following are Key Issues, around which Advisory Work Groups and sub-groups
will be created:
 

1. Governance & Administrative Structure
2. Eligibility Process & Infrastructure
3. Enrollment
4. Information Technology
5. Carrier & Plan Selection
6. Financial Management
7. Education & Marketing

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
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1. Key Advisory Work Group: Governance & Administrative Structure


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaisons


 Exchange Goals:
o Reduce the number of uninsured people


and increase access to care
o Ensure greater accountability and


transparency in the purchase of insurance
o Increase the portability and continuity of


coverage for individuals
o Simplify the health insurance purchase for


individuals and businesses
o Foster competition on price, quality, and


service in the health insurance
marketplace


o Drive quality improvement and cost
containment


 Model Type (Board, Trust, Commission, etc.)


 Staffing and Hiring Procedures


 Regulatory & Policy including overseeing
Operations


 Recommendation for language to be
included in Strategic Plan for development
of the exchange


 Implementation Timeline


 Development of possible legislative language


 Comparison of Federal PPACA requirements
to Oklahoma statutes and administrative
rules


 If the Exchange is to process
commercial transactions and attract
customers, it should be insulated
from political influence with access
to business expertise


 If it is to achieve policy objectives
through tax-financed subsidies and
some degree of regulation, it must
have a level of transparency and be
publicly accountable


 Wherever housed, the Exchange
must be adaptive and capable of
developing new programs that can
be modified as circumstances
change, such as, changing market
conditions, the evolving
preferences of consumers, and the
ongoing development and issuance
of federal guidelines regarding
administration and its operation


 Identification of services to be
handled internally or outsourced
and which intermediaries are best
equipped to provide required
administrative services


 How should the Exchange be
organized and governed?
o Publicly sponsored?
o Government sponsored?
o Combination of both?


 Will the Exchange function as a
‘market organizer’ or as a selective
purchaser’?


 Should the Exchange be housed in a
State government entity or a
non‐profit organization? 


 Who should have decision‐making 
authority for the Exchange?


 What kind of web portal, call center
and other service centers should be
established?


 Should vendors be employed, and, if
so, for what services?


 What will be the funding source to
sustain the Exchange after January
1, 2015?


 How can the Exchange attract an
adequate number of participants
and insurers to ensure
sustainability?


 Should enabling legislation be
created?


 Should participation in the Exchange
be required by legislation?


Derek Lieser


Nicole Prieto Johns
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2. Key Advisory Work Group: Enrollment


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Certification of individuals not subject to
Individual Mandate


 Reporting requirements (HHS, Treasury
Open Enrollment, Annual, Mid-Year, Special,
Change, COBRA, Administrative, etc.)


 Premium Billing, Collections & Remittance


 Ongoing Account Management (including
renewals, delinquent payment notification,
etc.)


 Operation & Application of Subsidies and
Premium Tax Credits (transparency – the
ability to View Calculations)


 Free Choice Vouchers


 Individual Mandates


 Use of available current available
technologies (i.e. paperless processes)


 Coordination of existing data
systems / preventing duplication of
coverage (Medicaid, State/Fed
Data, HIE, Non-Medicaid)


 Enrollment may be online, in
person, by telephone through the
Exchange or with state officials
operating one of the other
applicable state health subsidy
programs


 Implementation of a paperless
system


 How can the Exchange create
administrative efficiencies and
protect the public?
o Reduce administration costs
o Add transparency to health


insurance
o Standardized electronic


enrollment and payment


Derek Lieser
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3. Key Advisory Work Group: Eligibility Process & Infrastructure


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Cost Sharing


 Employer premium subsidies (2yr
limit)


 Basic Health Program (State Option
to offer)


 Elimination of Asset Testing (this
would apply for most Medicaid
recipients and for all those eligible
for premium subsidies through the
Exchange)


How the ‘Small Market’ will be
defined: 1-50 or 51-100.


 Review Existing Public Subsidy
Program (Insure Oklahoma) for
Consolidation, Elimination &
Administrative Efficiencies (Exchange
Target Market overlaps with Insure
OK)


 Purchases restricted to U.S. citizens
and legal immigrants who are not
incarcerated


Whether applicant has access to
employer sponsored insurance (ESI)


Whether the ESI meets actuarial
standards and provides minimum
essential benefits


Whether the employee’s share of the
premium as a % of income is above or
below a certain % of their income


Develop high level workflow for
calculating subsides


 What elements of Insure Oklahoma and
SoonerCare online enrollment can be used
within the Exchange?


 At what point do you navigate an individual /
family to private or public coverage?


 Starting in 2017, should the Exchange include
larger employers and public employees?


 Will the person enroll from the exchange and
if so, will you have to incorporate each
insurers’ criteria or will there be a basic set of
criteria that is agreed by all.


 If ESI is available to the person, aren’t they
required to select that option?


 Will service payments take place inside the
Exchange or within company’s existing
mechanisms?


 Will a predetermine matrix determine plan
enrollment or will freedom of choice be the
overriding factor (i.e. upon qualification for
Medicaid what choices are allowed)?


 Is it allowed to present only the Exchange
plans that seem to best fit their needs based
upon responses to qualifying questions or
must all plans be presented?


 For what period of time must a consumer
enroll in a plan, i.e. yearly, monthly?


 Can a state entity like CSED mandate
enrollment as they do today with ESI?


Derek Lieser
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4. Key Advisory Work Group: Information Technology (IT)


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leaders


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Program integrity, data security,
transparency (plans, agencies,
Exchange Operations)


 Application of available current
technologies (i.e. paperless
processes)


 Single Portal Access


 Web-site development &
maintenance includes:
o Eligibility and Enrollment
o Rating Engines
o Template maintenance in


standardization of processes


 Quality Measures


 Provider Info/Health System
Access


 Calculation of Costs (Benefit
Levels, Mandated Benefits,
Subsidies, Tax Credits, etc) and
what costs will be visible to the
applicant


 Premiums must be quoted
instantly and easily comparable
based on age, family composition,
tobacco use and location


 Linking to other state and federal
databases (IRS, Treasury Dept,
HHS, State/Federal Employee
systems, Medicaid, Medicare,
etc), insurance carriers and
employers


 Creation of a paperless system
both internally and paperless
access by consumers, agents,
brokers and Navigators.


 How will high level requirements for calculating
subsidies and tax credits be developed?


 How will research technical needs for running the
Exchange through single portal access be developed?


 How will high level requirements for an enrollment
and eligibility portal and rules engine be developed?


 Who insures exchange has most up to date


information?
 Who insures that the information is secure and in


compliance?


Derek Lieser
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5. Key Advisory Work Group: Carrier & Plan Selection


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leads


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including
representation from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Minimum Essential Benefits an exchange
must provide:
o Health - 4 Precious Metal Plans plus


Catastrophic Plan (for ages under 30)
o State Mandated Benefits (if offered, cost


born by State)
o Dental Plans
o Selective Carrier Contracting
o Certification/recertification/decertification


requirements for QHPs
o Standardizing Benefits
o Network Access
o Assignment of Quality Ratings
o Rate Review


 Multi State Plans - 2 plans required


 Co-op plans must be addressed if market is
not competitive


How the Exchange is to
contract with health plans
that are determined to be
of high value, based on
cost and quality


How the ‘Small Market’
will be defined (1-50 or 51-
100)


Choices that may be made
available to employees of
small businesses, i.e.: plan,
benefit tier, carrier, etc.


What benefits options should the Exchange offer?


Should participation be required by legislation?


Should there be a minimum enrollment period?


Do you require a minimum enrollment period?


Will the Exchange select health plans through
negotiations or competitive bidding, or both or will
it showcase all qualified and licensed carriers?
o When are plans free to adjust premiums over


time as enrollment evolves and claim trends
develop?


o How to adjust benefit designs as needed without
disrupting existing coverage?


o How much risk selection is tolerable without
undermining the ability of plans to compete?


o How to help insurers adjust to the business risks
through the Exchange to price their products at
levels that consumer will find attractive?


Will the Exchange allow each carrier to define
patient cost sharing within a benefit tier; will it
specify coinsurance, copayments & deductibles?


Will existing grandfathered health plans be able to
find ways to shed their adverse risks to the
Exchange?


How healthy is the pool of uninsured people likely
to enroll through the Exchange, compared to those
currently insured?


How will the Exchange level the playing field with
insurers in and outside of the Exchange?
o Should there be a requirement to participate?
o How can the Exchange foster competition?
o Should rating practices and range of benefits


offered be comparable in/out of Exchange?


Nicole Prieto Johns
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6. Key Advisory Work Group: Financial Management & Premium Development (Cost Containment/Risk Mgmt.)


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leads


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Reporting requirements (HHS,
Treasury Dept, Employers,
Carriers, etc.)


 Operational Costs &
Sustainability


 Premium Development


 Risk Adjustment/Adverse
Selection (Medical Loss Ratio)


 Premiums will be set in advance according to
adjusted community rating of risk, in and outside
the Exchanges for the non-group and small-
group markets


 Rating will be based on age, family composition
(size), tobacco use and location (zip)


 Rates for the elderly can only be three times as
high as those for the young


 Premium rate differences between plans must
reflect
o Administrative efficiency
o Customer service
o Provider reimbursement rates
o Care management
o Clinical networks


 Comparative risk calculations for health plans
require submission and analysis of their claims
data


 Transfer payments among plans requires running
premiums through a central distribution point, or
imposing a premium assessment on competing
plans, which is then redistributed to compensate
for risk selection


 Risk adjustment must apply across the entire
class or segment of insured people subject to
rating rules


 Resources are CMS, Health Connector in MA
using DxCG, for profit and non-profit
organizations including university research
depts.


 Should the individual and small
group markets be merged?


 What strategies can used so
premium revenues are adjusted for
risk selection among participating
carriers?


 Considerations on putting a risk
adjustment system in place:
o Is risk selection among plans


significant, beyond what is
already accounted for under the
allowed rating rules?


o Is the corrective adjustment
practical?


o Would it substantially equalize
risk?


 How can the Exchange help to
contain Oklahoma’s health care
costs?
o How can the Exchange help to


improve Oklahoma’s health care
quality?


 What will be the funding source to
sustain the Exchange after January
1, 2015?


 Will the Exchange regulate prices, if
so what processes must be created
to do this?


Nicole Prieto Johns
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7. Key Advisory Work Group: Education and Marketing


Issues / Options to Discuss Key Points to Consider Key Questions Work Group Leads


TO BE ASSIGNED:
Chair & Co-Chairs


Including representation
from:


 Consumers


 Agents/Brokers


 Business owners


 Health plans


Project Liaison


 Communication & Customer
Service


 Education


 Public Outreach


 Facilitate Enrollment


 Role of licensed Agents and
Brokers (Inside / Outside
Exchange Call Center


 Broker Management &
Compensation


 Creation of the Navigator
Program


 Role of Call Center Reps


 Producer Appointment
Requirements


 Need to promote greater
transparency


 Changes the Exchange will make to
the competitive landscape


 Targeted outreach and marketing
efforts will be needed to attract a
broad and diverse risk pool


 Education of consumers and
Brokers/agents on how to access and
use a paperless system


 Proactive activities used to promote
carrier participation in the Exchange
and the development of innovative
plan designs


Role of “Navigators” (non-licensed
consumer representatives)


 How should the Exchange market its services?


 What strategies can be used to educate
consumers about the Exchange?


 How brokers, agents and Navigators help
consumers to enroll?


 What type of customer services should be
made available to consumers?


 What is the current role of brokers?


 What type of services do brokers provide?


 How are brokers to be compensated? What
about retention bonuses or overrides, etc?


 Should broker’s fees be paid separate and
apart from premium (transparency)?


 How will information be distributed in a “fair
and impartial” way (enrollment, availability of
premium subsidies, cost sharing reductions,
etc)?


 How will Navigators help facilitate enrollment
in QHPs?


 How should people be referred to the
appropriate agency(s) for questions,
complaints or grievances?


 How will they reach people who normally are
not eligible for public assistance programs?


 Is there area or regional differences to be
considered?


Nicole Prieto Johns
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  Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange Stakeholder Meeting

		Wednesday, January 26, 2011


10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.



		ODMHSAS Training Center


Rose Rock Conference Room


2401 NW 23rd Street, Suite 1F


Oklahoma City, OK  73107




		Exchange Project Managers:


Derek Lieser


Nicole Prieto Johns







Purpose of the meeting:

1. Begin process of developing a common understanding of what a healthcare exchange in Oklahoma must do.

2. Discuss Planning Grant requirements and objectives.

3. Share a plan to involve stakeholders in identifying and refining a set of issues to be considered in planning for an Oklahoma exchange.

4. Discuss Exchange Planning Timeline and establishment of objectives to be met prior to the next general stakeholder meeting.

Agenda

I. Welcome and Meeting Overview

II. What an exchange is expected to do / Questions                                                                                      Overview presentation of exchange purpose, discussion of key business functions of an Oklahoma state based health insurance exchange and the role of Exchange planning stakeholders.  


III. Recent Events

a) Award of Federal Planning Grant

b) RFP to engage gap analysis contractor

c) Application for Early Innovator Grant


d) Oklahoma Health Information Trust (HIE)

IV. Organization of Stakeholder Key Planning Task Groups 

e) Present and discuss high-level exchange issues, and key questions to be analyzed 

f) Discuss development of Key Planning Task Groups


g) Discuss objectives to be met prior to next general stakeholder meeting

h) Planning project timeline

V. Stakeholder Participation

i) Discuss available volunteer opportunities and how to participate


j) Presentation on available video conferencing capabilities

VI. Open Forum

VII. Overview objectives for next meeting / Adjournment 
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Attached to this email is a spreadsheet listing questions and considerations for
each of the seven Key Issues.  The spreadsheet also identifies the Project
Manager who will act as liaison for each Advisory Work Group. Please keep in
mind that the list of questions and considerations is not intended to be
exhaustive and is provided as a tool which can be used by the Advisory Work
Groups to initiate and focus group discussions.  Each Advisory Work Group will
be provided additional resources by the Project Managers as well as be
responsible to perform independent research on its assigned Key Issue. 
 

In preparation of our meeting next Wednesday, please review the attached list
and take careful consideration as to which Advisory Work Group(s) you would
like to participate. Advisory Work Group and sub-group participation will be
assigned based upon the knowledge, demonstrated leadership experience and
areas of expertise of each participant as well as each participant’s ability to
commit the time, effort and resources needed to adequately address the assigned
Key Issue.  In most cases participants will be assigned to the Advisory Work
Group(s) of their choice.
 

Your active participation will be a deciding factor in determining Oklahoma’s
success in the development of an Exchange. Additional information about the
formation and requirements of the Work Groups will be provided at the January
26th, 10:30am -12:00pm, General Stakeholder meeting.  We look forward to
seeing you then to further discuss your participation in an Advisory Work Group.
 
 

Thank you!
Exchange Project Managers,
Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns | Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse
Services | Healthcare Exchange | 2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73107 | Office: 405.522.7685 | E-mail: Nicole.PrietoJohns@okhca.org
 
Derek Lieser | Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services |
Healthcare Exchange | 2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73107 |
Office: 405.522.7270 | E-mail: Derek.Lieser@okhca.org
 
 

 
 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

mailto:Nicole.PrietoJohns@okhca.org
mailto:Derek.Lieser@okhca.org


The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES with Revisions
Date: Friday, October 28, 2011 2:27:36 PM
Attachments: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES 102811 REVISION.docx

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 11:31 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES with Revisions

Katie,

Per our conversation this afternoon, attached is a revision of the NPRM comments document showing
additional tracked changes I made this evening.  You can either just click on "Accept All Changes" or
you and Julie can send me any additional changes you would like made and I can incorporate them into
the document and send you back a final copy.

Thank you,

Nicole

________________________________

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Planning Project | Project Manager |
1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell 
405.365-7530 | E-mail NicolePJ@health.ok.gov <mailto:NicolePJ@health.ok.gov>  | Website:
www.OK.gov/InsuranceExchange

________________________________

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thu 10/27/2011 5:49 PM
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Re: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES 102711.docx

Perfect! Thanks!

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 05:35 PM

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov
mailto:NicolePJ@health.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov

October 27, 2011









Via Electronic Submission at http://www.regulations .gov



The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

201 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, DC 20201



RE:  NRPM pertaining to the Patient Affordable Care Act, released July 15, 2011 and August 17, 2011 [File Nos. CMS-9989-P, CMS-9975-P, CMS-9974-P, and CMS2349-P] 





Dear Secretary Sebelius:

In July and August of this year, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published four proposed rules entitled the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act: Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans [CMS-9989-P]”[footnoteRef:1];  the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk Adjustment [CMS-9975-P]”[footnoteRef:2];  the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Exchange Functions in the Individual Market: Eligibility Determinations; Exchange Standards for Employers [CMS-9974-P]”[footnoteRef:3]; and the “Medicaid Program; Eligibility Changes Under the Affordable Care Act of 2010 [CMS-2349-P]”[footnoteRef:4]. These proposed rules are intended to implement the establishment of Health Benefit Exchanges (Exchange) in accordance with Title 1 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).[footnoteRef:5]  Oklahoma appreciates the opportunity to comment on these Notices of Proposed Rulemaking (Proposed Rules or NPRM).  [1:  76 Fed. Reg. 41866 (2011) (to be codified at 45 C.F.R. pts. 155-56) (proposed July, 15, 2011).]  [2:  76 Fed. Reg. 41930 (2011) (to be codified at 45 C.F.R. pt 153) (proposed July, 15, 2011).]  [3:  76 Fed. Reg. 51202 (2011) (to be codified at 45 C.F.R. pt 155 an 157) (proposed August, 17, 2011).	]  [4:  76 Fed. Reg. 51148 (2011) (to be codified at 45 C.F.R. pts. 431, 435, and 457) (proposed August, 17, 2011).]  [5:  The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-148, 124 Stat. 119 (2010).] 




Throughout each of the Proposed Rules, HHS requests comment on the development of an Exchange system designed to allow states greater flexibility and accountability while reducing costs.  It is clear, however, that HHS seeks to retain significant control over nearly all critical operational functions; governance structure; IT systems; QHP certification; enrollment processes and other essential components of Exchanges.  Rather than taking a creative or market-driven approach, HHS has chosen a hierarchal, bureaucratic position.  Taking this approach would severely limit the ability of states to design or control their own Exchanges without first notifying HHS and obtaining approval to act.  HHS should instead utilize an approach that truly provides each state the flexibility to develop an Exchange that best meets the needs of their unique health insurance market, while exploring creative alternatives and learning from other states.  



In the Proposed Rule, HHS requests comment on the use of existing Medicaid systems and business practices, which are known to be overly complicated and cumbersome, for the establishment and operation of the Exchanges.  Use of these bureaucratic and prescriptive practices are enormously counterproductive and burdensome for states and are known to be the cause of significant delays in providing services to Oklahomans.  Such highly restrictive rules and regulations as prescribed by HHS would not allow States the autonomy, freedom and latitude to create and operate an Exchange designed by Oklahomans to meet the needs of its citizens.  Improvements to quantitative or qualitative outcomes are further delayed due to the weeks, and often months, that are required to gain approval for needed changes.  The HHS plan to employ the same archaic practices and approval processes for the establishment of Exchanges is not supported by Oklahoma.  Instead, we urge HHS to remove restrictions or requirements that would further limit state options or introduce greater federal standardization.  Overall, rather than utilizing federal and state resources to create methods that will be applied universally, HHS should commit to developing broad guidelines for states rather than focusing efforts on functional and operational details of Exchanges.  This would allow States to experiment with new and innovative solutions that fit the needs and values of the state. 



In the Proposed Rules, HHS communicates that states may choose to work in partnership with the Federal government to carry out certain Exchange activities.[footnoteRef:6]  Oklahoma proposes that any Federal-State partnerships formed, must allow all parties the ability to meaningfully contribute to the decision making process, while recognizing that states must be allowed to adapt, innovate and self-manage their own Exchanges.  Oklahoma maintains that it can best meet the needs of its citizens and is better suited to address issues relating to the state’s health care market, the development of an Exchange governance structure, and the operation of its own Exchange, than is HHS.   [6:  76 Fed. Reg. 41872.] 


It should also be understood that without further clarification from HHS, Oklahoma is unable to make informed, appropriate comment on many critical components of the Exchange such as the Essential Benefits Package which HHS has noted are “to be discussed in future rule making”.[footnoteRef:7]  To date, the Federal government has not provided sufficient direction on Exchanges for the states to act in a timely fashion.  Without a complete set of rules, there will not be enough time to do all that is required to build Exchanges and help consumers transition to the new marketplace.    [7:  76 Fed. Reg. 41897.] 




The comments shown below follow the order in which they appear in the Proposed Rule.   Please note that proposed sections for which no comment is made does not necessarily signal Oklahoma’s agreement with the Proposed Rule language.  



Thank you in advance for consideration of these comments and recommendations regarding the proposed rules for the Exchanges.  Please include the attached comments as part of the record for this rulemaking.  

Sincerely,









Mary Fallin

Governor of Oklahoma























Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act:

Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans [CMS-9989-P]



§155.105 Approval of a State Exchange 

HHS proposes utilizing the 90-day, State Plan Amendment process, currently used for Medicaid and CHIP, as the approval process for the Exchange Plan. The NPRM also provides that if additional information is requested and received from the State that HHS would have 90 days to either approve or disapprove the plan.  The rules would also require the Exchange to receive written approval before any significant change to an approved Exchange Plan is made effective.  Significant changes listed by HHS include changes to: governance structure, state laws or regulations [emphasis added], IT systems or functionality, QHP certifications and the QHP enrollment process. 



Oklahoma Comment:

Using an approval process for the Exchange Plan that is, “similar to Medicaid and CHIP” would cause significant delays in implementing needed changes and would prevent an Exchange from adapting quickly to unexpected problems and conditions as they arise.  This would significantly impede the work of an Exchange, particularly in the years immediately following implementation when it is very likely that an Exchange would be required to make nimble adjustments to environmental and operational changes. 



Operations and business processes in this section closely mirror that of current Medicaid processes. The process of seeking waiver/state plan changes would unnecessarily burden the state with paper pushing that would slow Oklahoma’s ability to meet the needs of Oklahomans in a timely way.  Rather than requiring approval of all significant changes through a Medicaid-style process, the states should be permitted to make necessary changes and notify HHS of the modification.  This will ensure necessary flexibility and provide needed transparency.  



Oklahoma also seeks clarification as to whether or not once the 90-day approval process begins any subsequent request for information by HHS sets in motion an additional 90-day approval period.  





§155.105 Approval of a State Exchange 

HHS has introduced the option of receiving conditional approval of readiness if a state has made significant progress but cannot meet the January 1, 2013 approval deadline. The proposed rule also allows for flexibility on the start date; states are permitted to begin or cease exchange operations after 2014.  Either way the state must have in effect an approved or conditionally approved Exchange Plan at least 12 months before the first effective date of coverage. Likewise, if a state chooses to no longer operate an Exchange after January 1, 2014, the State, must notify HHS of its intent at least 12 months prior to ceasing operations.   





Oklahoma Comment:

If Oklahoma chooses to develop an Exchange which later proves unable to remain self-sustaining, or does not meet the needs of Oklahomans, the Exchange would then, according to HHS proposed rules, be required to submit to an arbitrarily imposed 12-month delay before being allowed to make the change.  This requirement places an undue burden on the State.  Requiring the State to continue operating an Exchange in accordance with the original Exchange Plan for an additional 12-month period would be an unsound and possibly fiscally irresponsible approach.  Oklahoma instead recommends that any advanced notice provided to HHS be based upon best practices and sound business rules as determined by the State and that any such notification schedule be worked out and agreed upon by both parties.   





§ 155.110 Entities eligible to carry out Exchange functions 

The NPRM proposes in paragraphs (c)(3) and (c)(4) that HHS determine the membership of an Exchange governing Board.  As such, proposed rules direct that a governing Board structure of any Exchange must ensure that it: 

Represents consumer interests by ensuring that overall governing board membership is not made up of a majority of voting representatives with a conflict of interest, including representatives of health insurance issuers or agents or brokers, or any other individual licensed to sell health insurance; and

Ensures that a majority of the voting members on its governing board have relevant experience in health benefits administration, health care finance, health plan purchasing, health care delivery system administration, public health, or health policy issues related to the small group and individual markets and the uninsured. 



Oklahoma Comment:

Exchanges are a unique hybrid of government and commercial functions.  As Oklahoma examines options for the possible development of an Exchange, considerations must be given to the design and governance structure.  It is important to understand the balance a state must strike between the private and public components of the Eexchange as well as the relationship between the individual and small group markets and the state’s health subsidy programs.  Considerations discussed concerning Exchange governance should reflect Oklahoma’s values and its goals for insurance markets.  Because such decisions would be impacted by the populations that an Exchange would serve, if Oklahoma chooses to design an Exchange it should be allowed maximum flexibility on any Governance structure designed for an Exchange for the state. 



How an Exchange would work within the Oklahoma insurance marketplace as well as who should have a voice in the decision-making for an Exchange and the level of commercial insurance experience needed are decisions that should be made at the local level rather than at the federal level.  Board make-up, terms of office and selection of the Board Chair impacts political control, flexibility and nimbleness to respond to the market and the balance of interests the Board represents, i.e. public and private interests as well as SHOP and the Individual Exchange.  Such considerations and decisions should be made by the State, not by HHS.  



§155.160 Financial support for continued operations

 Under paragraph (b)(1), HHS proposes “to codify the statutory flexibility in section 1311(d)(5)(A) of the Affordable Care Act that allows a State Exchange to fund its ongoing operations by charging user fees or assessments on participating issuers and invites comment on whether the final regulation should otherwise limit how and when user fees may be charged, and whether such fees should be assessed on an annual basis. 



Oklahoma Comment:

In general, federal policy should not dictate how issuer fees can be handled at the state level and further restrictions on how the State may assess user fees are unnecessary. Additionally, the Exchange may wish to collect assessments on a more regular basis, such as monthly. 





§ 155.200 Functions of an Exchange 

HHS proposes that an Exchange must grant certifications of exemptions from the individual responsibility requirement and payment.  HHS further relates that specific standards and eligibility criteria that apply to such certifications will be addressed in future rulemaking.



Oklahoma Comment:

 In general federal policy should not dictate how issuer fees can be handled at the state level. In specific, it is premature to require that states be responsible to perform these functions without HHS first communicating to states the specific standards and eligibility criteria that will be usedmay apply.  



§ 155.210(d) Duties of a Navigator

Proposed standards require that states develop a navigator program to assist with both the SHOP and Individual Exchange.  An entity that serves as a Navigator must carry out at least the following duties:

· Meet any licensing, certification or other standards prescribed by State (i.e. the same criteria for licensed producers/agents.

· Conduct public education activities to raise awareness of the availability of qualified health plans; 

· Distribute fair and impartial information concerning enrollment in qualified health plans, and the availability of premium tax credits and cost-sharing reductions in accordance with federal tax laws; 

· Facilitate enrollment in qualified health plans; 

· Provide referrals to any applicable office of health insurance consumer assistant or health insurance ombudsman, or any other appropriate state agency or agencies, for any enrollee with a grievance, complaint, or question regarding their health plan, coverage, or a determination under such plan or coverage; and 

· Provide information in a manner that is culturally and linguistically appropriate. 





Oklahoma Comment:

PPACA provides that Navigators may “facilitate enrollment in qualified health plans”, however, Oklahoma state law provides that anyone who enrolls applicants in an insurance plan must be licensed by the State.  Therefore, Navigators who are not licensed to provide this service should not perform enrollments in QHPs.









§155.210(e) Funding for Navigator grants 

Paragraph (e) codifies the statutory requirement that funding for Navigator grants may not be from Federal funds received by the State to establish the Exchange.  HHS also notes that “we believe it is important that Exchanges begin the process of establishing the Navigator program by awarding grants and training grantees in time to ensure that Navigators can assist consumers in obtaining coverage throughout the initial open enrollment period.” 



Oklahoma Comment:

Oklahoma should not be required to develop a Navigator program that simply mirrors the agent/broker role already established. Many requirements of the Navigator program could be satisfied through the establishment of an Exchange call center consumer assistance division in association with the use of community partners who are certified through the Exchange.  It should be noted that the establishment of a Navigator program would also require the establishment of certification requirements as well as a grievance process. 



Additionally, the need for early navigator assistance to consumers is obvious. However, federal implementation grants cannot be used for this purpose.  One option may be to assess an up-front charge on each QHP when it is certified. The up-front charge might be a flat amount per QHP or per issuer, or might be adjusted based on the issuer’s current market share. The up-front charge could be considered a pre-payment of the assessments due from the issuer on whatever basis is ultimately selected by the Exchange.  Thus, actual assessments would be reduced, in whole or in part, until the up-front charge was fully amortized. 





§155.220 Ability of States to permit agents and brokers to assist qualified individuals, qualified employers, or qualified employees enrolling in QHPs 

The regulations provide that States may choose to permit agents and brokers to: (1) enroll qualified individuals, qualified employers or qualified employees in any QHPs in the individual or small group market as soon as the QHP is offered through an Exchange in the State; and (2) assist individuals in applying for advance payments of the premium tax credit and cost-sharing reductions for QHPs. 



Oklahoma Comment:

It is clear that agents or brokers who provide these services may receive compensation from QHP issuers. As no additional regulation is given regarding compensation, it is understood that states remain free to develop whatever agent-compensation rules they feel are necessary to protect the Exchange against potential adverse selection. 



§ 155.420 Special Enrollment Periods 

The NPRM requires states to have numerous special enrollment periods for SHOP Exchanges which are similar to those prescribed for the Medicare Prescription Drug Program. 



Oklahoma Comment: 

PPACA already speaks to an adequate open enrollment process for the SHOP.  The NPRM provides confusing language on an already cumbersome enrollment process.  The establishment of special enrollment periods should be defined by the state.   





§ 155.710 Eligibility standards for SHOP

Section 1312 of PPACA defines a small employer as one that employs on average of at least 1 but not more than 100 employees.  Proposed rules also provide a state option to treat 50 employees as small.   



Oklahoma Comment: 

Oklahoma requests that HHS clarify the ability of the self-insured to participate in the SHOP exchangeExchange.  





§ 155.1000 QHP Certification

The ACA calls for the Office of Personnel Management to establish two multistate plans to be sold through the exchange. 



Oklahoma Comment: 

There is concern about potential adverse impact on consumers and potential market disruption that may result from federal actions in establishing these plans. The plans must be QHPs but states cannot add additional certification requirements. It is not clear how state regulators can ensure consumer protections for customers who choose these plans versus state-based plans. 



§ 155.1050  Network Adequacy

Exchanges should have policies regarding network adequacy that response to unique needs of state geography, demographics, and market conditions. 



Oklahoma Comment:

Federal policy should not dictate network adequacy at the state level. 









Subpart H

Minimum Participation Rules 

Although the proposed rules do not contain specific provisions dealing with minimum participation, the preamble discusses the issue and invites comments about whether QHPs offered in the SHOP should be required to waive application of minimum participation rules at the level of the QHP or issuer; whether a minimum participation rule applied at the SHOP level is desirable; and if so, how the rate should be calculated, what the rate should be, and whether the minimum participation rate should be established in Federal regulation. 



Oklahoma Comment:

Oklahoma States should have flexibility to develop, adopt and adapt participation standards as deemed appropriate in the context of outside market rules and practices and related carrier willingness to participate in the SHOP. 



45 CFR 	 

§156.235 Essential community providers

The general requirement in the proposed rule parallels the underlying statutory provision and requires that a QHP issuer must include within the provider network of the QHP a sufficient number of essential community providers, where available, that serve predominantly low-income, medically-underserved individuals. Also per the ACA, nothing in this requirement shall be construed to require any health plan to provide coverage for any specific medical procedure provided by the essential community provider. 



The preamble states that HHS is considering and seeks comment on whether to provide separate consideration or an exemption for integrated delivery network health plans where services are provided solely “in-house,” such as plans where all providers are employees of the plan (“staff model”) and plans where the providers are part of an entity that furnishes all of the plan’s services on an exclusive basis. If such organizations were exempt from the essential community provider requirement, HHS suggests that the exemption could be contingent upon the organizations meeting other criteria, such as: evidence of services provided to low-income populations; compliance with national standards for provision of culturally and linguistically appropriate services (CLAS); or implementation of a plan to address health disparities. 



Oklahoma Comment:

We highlight these provisions because of their particular relevance in Oklahoma’s health insurance marketplace. Federal policy should not dictate how to define essential community providers and who they serve. This should be determined at the state level.  Oklahoma requests recommends that states be allowed flexibility to develop or modify theirits own alternative standards (based on experience) to meet the needs, as identified by states, in the development offor integrated delivery systems. 









§156.285 Additional standards specific to the SHOP 

 The preamble notes that HHS is “considering whether to require QHPs in the SHOP to allow employers to offer dependent coverage” and solicits comment on this potential requirement. 



Oklahoma Comment:

Though small employers clearly cannot be compelled to contribute toward coverage of dependents, allowing QHPs serving the SHOP to refuse to cover dependents would force those dependents to obtain coverage elsewhere, thus splitting up families. This seems unnecessary and unwise. Also, allowing some QHPs to refuse to cover any dependents while other QHPs do offer them coverage would create unnecessary confusion for small employers and SHOP enrollees and could create opportunities for risk selection.  Oklahoma recommends that states be allowed flexibility to develop their own approaches and standards that are responsive to market circumstances within the state and are consistent with state rules and responsive to market circumstances and statutes. 























Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act;

Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk Adjustment [CMS-9975-P]



Subpart C – State Standards for the Transitional Reinsurance Program for the Individual Market

§153.200 Definitions

“In §153.200, we propose several definitions that are critical to the establishment of a properly functioning transitional reinsurance program. We define an “attachment point” as the threshold dollar amount of costs incurred by a health insurance issuer for payment of essential health benefits provided for an enrolled individual, after which threshold, the costs for covered essential health benefits are eligible for reinsurance payments. The definition of “essential health benefits” will be proposed in future rulemaking. We define “coinsurance rate” as the rate at which the applicable reinsurance entity will reimburse the health insurance issuer for costs incurred to cover essential health benefits after the attachment point and before the reinsurance cap. We propose that payments are made on a comparable set of benefits, we propose that payments be calculated for costs to cover the essential health benefits package. We solicit comments on alternatives to the use of the essential health benefits package.”

Oklahoma Comment:

Reinsurance payments should not be based solely on the essential benefits package because the added complexity to issuers of compiling the necessary data for reimbursement, in particular the coding of extraction queries that would sort out only those claims arising from selected (essential) benefits from each insured’s total paid claims, would be administratively burdensome and the net impact on the payment amounts would not justify the extra expense involved in making that calculation. Therefore, we believe that the reinsurance payments should be based on total claims payments, without regard to whether the claim is included as part of the essential benefits package.



§153.220 Collection of reinsurance contribution funds.

“Although the transitional reinsurance program is State-based, section 1341(b)(3) sets contribution levels for the program on a national basis. We considered two approaches by which to collect contribution funds: (1) use of a national uniform contribution rate, and (2) use of a State-level allocation, both set by HHS to ensure that the sum of all contribution funds equals the national amounts set forth in statute. In paragraph (b) we propose the first approach to collect contribution funds for amounts listed in paragraph (a)(1) and (a)(2). Use of a national contribution rate is a simpler approach. Further, since there is significant uncertainty about Exchange enrollment, the overall health of the enrolled population, and the cost of care for new enrollees, we believe that a national contribution rate would be the less ambiguous approach of the two. All contribution funds collected by a State establishing a reinsurance program, using the national contribution rate, will stay in that State and be used to make reinsurance payments on valid claims submitted by reinsurance-eligible plans in that State. A State-level allocation would be more complex to administer. We solicit comments regarding whether to use a State-level allocation or a national rate.”

Oklahoma Comment:

We supportOklahoma supports the use of a national contribution rate for the reinsurance program. State-specific contribution rates will require all health insurance issuers, including administrators of self-insured plans to allocate the assessment base (premiums or enrollment, for example). This is not something that needs to be done on an issuer-by-issuer basis. Making and verifying the calculation at a state level for each issuer would be expensive to both the issuers and the states and likely would not guarantee either its accuracy or fairness. By using total premium, premium equivalents, or enrollment statistics, the total contribution, which is fixed in the law, can be allocated to issuers. Similarly, the total contribution can be allocated to states based on state-level premium, premium equivalent, or enrollment statistics that would be reported on a consistent basis state-by-state and sum to the national total. Then, each issuer would be directed to pay a calculated share to each state in which it does business. The efficiency and equity of this is to remove the concern that the amount paid by issuer A to state N is absolutely accurate. As long as issuer A believes that the total amount paid nationally is a fair and accurate share of its business, it does not really care if the amount it pays to N is too high or too low based upon differing views of how premium or enrollment should be allocated by state. Also, as long as state N feels that the amount it receives is a fair and accurate share of the nationwide total assessment, it should similarly not be concerned with the amounts it is getting from each carrier. Furthermore, under this system there is no reason why an affiliated group of carriers cannot bundle all payments due to a state, including those attributable to all of the self-funded plans it administers, and make a single payment.



§153.230 Calculation of reinsurance payments.

 “In paragraph (b), we propose to announce the reinsurance payment formula and State-specific values for the attachment point, reinsurance cap, and coinsurance rate in the forthcoming annual Federal notice of benefits and payment parameters. We believe that publishing this information in a Federal notice is the best approach for announcing the attachment point and reinsurance cap as these values may change in years 2015 and 2016. The Affordable Care Act does not suggest that the three-year reinsurance program should replace commercial reinsurance or internal risk mitigation strategies. There will be a continued need for ongoing commercial reinsurance. Therefore, we propose establishing a reinsurance cap set at the attachment point of traditional reinsurance. We seek comment on this approach.” “The last option, which we propose to adopt, focuses on all high-cost enrollees without respect to the conditions that caused the increased cost. This approach would be most familiar to health insurance issuers and administratively less burdensome than the first and second options. Data will be immediately available and dependent only on health insurance issuers filing proof of payment for claims. While the third option might mitigate some of the burden and cost concerns, it would not eliminate the timing issues that are critical to effective reinsurance implementation. In 2014, we will be able to collect reliable condition information only for those conditions that are diagnosed during that benefit year. In other words, condition-based reinsurance will not be a predictive model until at least 2015 due to lack of sufficient and timely data. As a result, we found all of the condition-based approaches to eligibility identification to be considerably more burdensome in comparison to the medical cost approach without significant improvement in outcomes from a determination standpoint. We solicit comments for a suitable method for ensuring that issuer costs are appropriate and accurate.” “In sum, we propose using medical cost experience only to identify eligible enrollees for which health insurance issuers would receive reinsurance. Accordingly, we also propose to use the attachment point approach for determining payment. As described by AAA, an attachment method for calculating reinsurance payments considers costs only for high-risk individuals and may reduce incentives for health insurance issuers to control costs. However, use of a reinsurance cap, as well as the requirement for health insurance issuer coinsurance rate above the attachment point and below the cap, may incentivize health insurance issuers to control costs. We invite comment regarding the best method of determining payments for the reinsurance program, which can relate to either our criteria for selecting eligible enrollees for payment or the method for calculating the payment amounts.”

Oklahoma Comment:

Section 153.230 specifies that rReinsurance-eligible individuals must be identified retrospectively based on covered medical costs of the individual. As discussed in the preamble, the American Academy of Actuaries identified four approaches and this was the one selected. We recommend more stateGreater flexibility should be provided by allowing a state states to opt for one of the other approaches if the state determines that a different approach is more appropriate. for that state. 



§153.230 Calculation of reinsurance payments.

“We propose in §153.230(b)(2) that all payments to the general fund of the U.S. Treasury be made in a manner specified in the forthcoming annual Federal notice of benefits and payment parameters. We have also considered the frequency for which payments should be made to the U.S. Treasury. For example, the applicable reinsurance entities could remit payment on a monthly or quarterly basis commencing February 28, 2014, continuing through January 31, 2017 or until States have remitted the full amount of all payments. We invite comment as to the most appropriate frequency and method for applicable reinsurance entities to remit payment to the U.S. Treasury.”

Oklahoma Comment:

Reinsurance entities should remit payment to the U.S. Treasury on a quarterly basis, and only for the funds that they have actually received from contributing entities. To the extent that contributing issuers have not contributed the full amount required, Oklahoma has the authority to take enforcement actions. However, Oklahoma does not currently have such authority over self-insured employers or the TPAs that are hired by them to administer their employee benefit plans. Therefore, the regulations should include a provision for effective enforcement by federal or state authorities for payments to be made by or on behalf of self-insured employers.



§153.240 Disbursement of reinsurance payments.

 “In paragraph (b)(3), we propose that the State must ensure that an applicable reinsurance entity makes payments as specified in §153.410(b) to the issuer of a reinsurance-eligible plan after receiving a valid claim for payment. We invite comments as to the most appropriate timeframe that an applicable reinsurance entity should make payments for reinsurance claims submitted, particularly, since reinsurance claims may exceed contributions for a given month, but not total projected contributions for the entire year.” “We have also considered deadlines by which a health insurance issuer could submit a claim for a given reinsurance benefit year. For example, Medicare Part D has a requirement for data submission within 6 months after the end of the coverage year, and we believe this is an appropriate standard. We seek comment as to whether the deadline for health insurance issuers for submitting reinsurance claims should be the same or different.” “A standard deadline would allow for an orderly completion of the payment processes that depend upon reinsurance, specifically the risk corridors program and the medical loss ratio (MLR) reporting to support the rebate calculations in section 2718 of the PHS Act. Health insurance issuers must know the value of their reinsurance payments and must report that value to HHS under the risk corridor and MLR reporting provisions. Failure to establish a standard deadline could result in excessive delays in the completion of the rebate calculations under section 2718 of the PHS Act. Such delays would in turn delay receipt of rebate payments by the affected enrollees. We invite comment on the use of a standard deadline and the most appropriate deadline considering the interaction of the reinsurance program with risk corridor and the MLR process.”

Oklahoma Comment:

Reinsurance facilities need to take care not to disburse available funds too rapidly, as that would reward carriers on a first-come, first-served basis. Instead, to the extent that valid claims for reinsurance payments exceed a State’s funds, all reinsurance claims shall be paid on a uniform proportional basis. The MLR rules allow carriers to establish unpaid claim reserves and consider the same for payment. Coordination with the MLR rule and risk corridor calculations is necessary.



The deadline for health insurance issuers for submitting reinsurance claims should not adversely impact MLR and risk corridor calculations. Timeframes should be no longer than when MLR and risk corridor need to be reported. States should be given as much flexibility as possible in setting timeframes for reinsurance entities to pay claims due to the unique market circumstances in each state. For example, a state might have existing standards that can stay in place for these payments.



§153.240 Disbursement of reinsurance payments.

 “Finally, in paragraph (c), we propose that for each benefit year, the State maintains all records related to the reinsurance program for 10 years, consistent with requirements for record retention under the False Claims Act. We solicit comments on this record retention requirement.”

Oklahoma Comment:

The requirement for a State to maintain records for 10 years for a reinsurance program that will be in existence for only 3 years is unduly burdensome. Health insurance claims are considered claims with relatively short tails. This means that they are paid relatively quickly after they are incurred and they do not typically have a long run off period. Therefore, the records maintained by a health reinsurer will show that reinsurance claims submitted by a health insurer will be final or closed significantly sooner than over a 10 year period. Most, if not all, states have record retention requirements for insurers and insurance agents codified in either state statute or administrative regulation. These typically require insurers and insurance agents to maintain records of their insurance business for a certain period of time substantially less than 10 years. We suggest that tThe 10 year requirement contained in section 153.240 (c) should be reduced to 5 years.



In addition, the subsection states that it is the State’s responsibility to maintain such records. If the temporary reinsurance entity which is carrying out the reinsurance program dissolves after the program ends, it makes no sense to maintain the entity for a period of 10 years after the program terminates. This would be an undue and costly administrative burden to maintain the reinsurance entity just for the purpose of being the custodian for the records. To that end, in addition to reducing the 10 years to 5, we suggest that the regulation should clarify that another State entity such as the State Insurance Department be allowed to maintain the records.



Subpart D – State Standards for the Risk Adjustment Program

§153.310 Risk adjustment administration.

“In paragraph (c), we propose timeframes for completion of the risk adjustment process. We propose that all payment calculations must commence with the 2014 benefit year. The Affordable Care Act does not explicitly set forth a timeframe by which risk adjustment programs must start. However, we believe risk adjustment must be coordinated with reinsurance and risk corridors to help stabilize the individual and small group markets and ensure the viability of the Exchanges, which begin in 2014. Timely completion of the risk adjustment process is important because risk adjustments affect calculations of both risk corridors and the rebates specified under section 2718 of the PHS Act. By law, HHS will be performing the risk corridors calculations for all qualified health plans (QHP) in all States. Therefore, we seek comment on the appropriate deadline by which risk adjustment must be completed. For example, HHS may require that States complete risk adjustment activities by June 30 of the year following the benefit year. This timing assumes at least a three-month lag from items and services furnished in a benefit year and the end of the data collection period. This approach is similar to the Medicare Advantage (Part C) risk adjustment data submission, in which the annual deadline for risk adjustment data submission is 2-months after the end of the 12-month benefit period, but may, at CMS’ discretion, include a 6-month lag time.” “Since risk adjustment is designed as a budget neutral activity, States would likely need to receive remittances from issuers of low actuarial risk plans before making payments to issuers of high actuarial risk plans. We seek comment on an appropriate timeframe for State commencement of payments.”

Oklahoma Comment:

The deadline by which risk adjustment activities must be completed should not adversely impact MLR and risk corridor calculations. Timeframes should be no longer than when MLR and risk corridor need to be reported. Other than that, states should be given as much flexibility as possible in setting timeframes due to the unique market circumstances in each state. 



The following is an example of a satisfactory option for a state to set risk adjustment timeframes:

Risk adjustment should require submission of data within two months of the end of the year and completion of calculations and billing before the end of the 2nd Quarter. Federal MLR reports have a proposed June 1 filing date, so a slightly earlier billing would be more useful. Carriers could estimate these amounts, but an earlier billing or notices of estimated payments would be more useful. Detailed audit of data should be done over the next six months, from about May to November. Adjustments resulting from audits of a year’s risk adjustment submissions can be invoiced as additional charges or credits in the next year’s billing. After the first year, when carriers become familiar with the reporting, adjustments should not be significant.



Subpart E – Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Transitional Reinsurance Program

§153.400 Reinsurance contribution funds.

“In paragraph (b), we propose that if any State establishes multiple applicable reinsurance entities, the contributing entities must contribute an appropriate payment to each applicable reinsurance entity according to the formula established by the State. We propose in paragraph (c) that contributing entities will be required to provide the data necessary for the applicable reinsurance entity to calculate the amounts due from each contributing entity. The type of data required will depend on the contributing entity. For contributing entities in the individual and fully insured market, we propose that data on enrollment and premiums be required. For contributing entities in the self-insured market, data on covered lives and total medical expenses would be required. This data, for example, could be collected on a monthly or quarterly basis beginning January 2014. We invite comments on the appropriate timing to collect data submissions from contributing entities. We also seek comment on whether there are existing sources of this data that can be drawn upon.”

Oklahoma Comment:

A completely different set of rules should not be required for determining or collecting reinsurance contributions from self-funded plans. When the self-funded plan registers with or reports to the federal government, it should designate who is responsible for calculating and paying its contributions. Some very large plans may be administered internally and so the plan itself is the contact. In most cases, it will be a Third-Party Administrator (TPA), or an insurer acting as a TPA. The TPA or insurer will calculate total national contributions for a self-funded plan and will remit to the various states according to whatever allocation formula is used. If the contribution is premium based, the self-funded plan will need to calculate premium equivalents. If the plan is administered by a carrier, the carrier already calculates premium equivalents for its annual statement in total. If the contribution is enrollment based, there is no need to calculate premium equivalents. Section 153.400 (c)(2) requires self-insured plans to submit data to the reinsurance entity for their contributions concerning covered lives and total expenses. States do not have ready access to information from self-insured plans. While most states regulate stop loss insurance, the extent to which they regulate stop loss insurance varies. In addition, not all self-funded employers purchase stop loss coverage. It is also important to note that states do not have the authority to enforce requirements on employers that have self-insured health benefit plans for their employees. Consideration needs to be given to the issue of who will enforce the requirements on self-insured plans to participate in the assessment for the temporary reinsurance program. While state insurance departments may have some regulatory authority over insurers and third party administrators in this area, states are preempted by ERISA from asserting any regulatory authority over the employers. We urge HHS, IRS and DOL to should determine the regulatory structure and enforcement mechanism, including states’ authority, to ensure that self-insured employers participate in the temporary reinsurance program and the other risk adjustment mechanisms contained in the Affordable Care Act.





















































Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Exchange Functions in the Individual Market: Eligibility Determinations; Exchange Standards for Employers [CMS-9974-P]



The proposed rule provides states only with the option or “flexibility” to adopt or choose not to adopt the rules as proposed. States should instead be allowed to consider various alternatives, as opposed to mere compliance with rules under which states must mandatorily perform.  Similarly, consumers must be allowed to choose between coverage options, be they Medicaid, Exchange qualified plans, and/or private plans.  Consumers should also be held to a high degree of personal responsibility, for both cost and service utilization.  The proposed rule extends far beyond the typical degree of specificity found within governmental rules and regulation, instead delving into proposing prescriptive operational and business practices.  States must have the flexibility to design business and operational processes that are conducive to the unique circumstances presented by geographical location, populations served, or technological infrastructure and capability. The proposed rule should be limited to include only broad parameters within which states may operate their programs rather than imposing such highly proscriptive rules and processes.  Any new federal reporting requirements or federal approval processes for states should be removed from the proposed rules. Existing State Plan and Waiver approval processes are not efficient ways for states to gain timely approvals of program changes. As such, additional approvals must not be added onto existing processes.

§155.310 Eligibility Determination Process.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule does not allow an applicant the choice to seek a determination for advance payments of the premium tax credit and cost-sharing reduction only, and not seek a unless a determination for Medicaid and CHIP is also made, or vice versa. In support of consumer choice, all populations <133% FPL should be allowed to choose options that include either coverage through Medicaid, coverage through an Exchange qualified health plan (with receipt of premium tax credits), or coverage through a private plan. Additionally, in support of personal responsibility, state Medicaid programs should not be required to provide wrap-around services to all populations <133% FPL choosing coverage other than Medicaid.



§155.320 Verification process related to eligibility for insurance affordability programs.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule requires the that when Exchange applicants fail to respond to verification requests within 90 days, and anyone in the primary taxpayers family appears to be eligible for Medicaid or CHIP, the Exchange must deny advance premium tax credits, essentially enrolling the family into Medicaid coverage. In order to support consumer choice, we propose , all populations <133% FPL should be offered the option of either coverage through Medicaid, coverage through an Exchange qualified health plans plan with receipt of premium tax credits, or coverage through a private plans.. In order to support personal responsibility, we propose that, state Medicaid programs would should not be required to provide wrap-around services to all populations <133% FPL choosing coverage other than Medicaid.



§155.305 Eligibility standards.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule requires the Exchange to discontinue determining a consumer eligible for advance premium tax credit payments if HHS notifies the Exchange that the taxpayer failed to file a tax return for the prior year for which tax data would be used for eligibility verification. This provision appears to support the Medicaid proposed rule which requires states to continue Medicaid eligibility for consumers who have not filed timely federal tax documents. In order to support personal responsibility and program integrity, states should have the flexibility to choose whether or not to discontinue both Exchange premium tax credit eligibility as well as Medicaid eligibility if federal tax filings are not current.





























































Medicaid Program; Eligibility Changes Under the Affordable Care Act of 2010 [CMS-2349-P]



The proposed rule provides states many options which states may choose to adopt or choose not to adopt. We support allowing states to consider options, as opposed to the rule requiring states to perform mandatorily.  Oklahoma supports all provisions wherein consumers are provided with choice between their coverage options, be they Medicaid, Exchange qualified plans, and/or private plans as well as all provisions wherein consumers are held to a high degree of personal responsibility, for both cost and service utilization.

In many areas the proposed rule appears to go beyond the typical degree of specificity found within rules and regulation, delving into proposing prescriptive operational and business processes. States should be allowed the flexibility to design business and operational processes that are conducive to the unique circumstances presented by geographical location, populations served, or technological infrastructure and capability. The proposed rule should be limited to include parameters within which states may operate their programs.

The proposed rule should not include the requirement for any new federal reporting requirements on states. For each new federal report required within the proposed rule, an existing rule should be discontinued.

The proposed rule should not include any new federal approval processes for states. Existing State Plan and Waiver approval processes are not efficient ways for states to gain timely approvals of program changes. As such, additional approvals cannot be added onto existing processes.

§431.10 Single state agency.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule requests input regarding the establishment of the Exchange entity, its governance structure, and potential implications for coordination with state Medicaid agencies. We propose sStates should be allowed maximum flexibility to design the Exchange governance and or to determine that the organization itself should to be a private entity, among other choices listed in the proposed rule. if the State so chooses. States could choose to pursue such an arrangement in similar fashion to the contracting requirements which exist today between state Medicaid/CHIP programs and private MCO’s. In these arrangements eligibility determination as well as plan oversight may be layered to include not only the single state Medicaid agency, but private contractors as well.

§433.206 Choice of methodology.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule requires states to notify CMS of its FMAP methodology two calendar years prior to the implementation of such method. Considering the potential for significant program, law and population changes that could occur in that two-year period (and corresponding potential impact upon the eligibility determination rates), and the potential desire for states to pursue another method, A 90-day prior notification requirement should be used to align with the current SPA submission and review schedule.

The proposed rule requires states to use the chosen methodology for three years before changing to another methodology. Considering the potential for significant program, law and population changes that could occur in that three-year period (and corresponding potential impact on the eligibility determination rates which may put states at higher risk if the current method does not reflect such changes), and the potential desire for states to pursue another method, a one-year requirement should be used to align with the current FMAP redetermination schedule.



§433.208 Threshold methodology.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule establishes a threshold methodology to be used 1/1/14 when determining the application of FMAP for those newly eligible. The method appears unclear in several areas. The method appears to be cumbersome because there would be many income standards that would have to be applied to each new eligible category which may have been considered for a program that was maintained at a higher income level than another category.  Therefore, the question becomes whether the upper income standard is a blended rate or will the state be required to maintain many classes of newly eligible.  The method also requires an eligibility determination to be made up front in order to accommodate actual utilization at the time the services are rendered, or else the state would have to be determining payments and correct FFP after the fact, which would result in significant manual adjustments on the 64 reporting form.  

 HHS should not limit the states to claiming FFP to a threshold methodology when a state has the ability and capability to identify and claim FFP based upon actual data from newly eligible members.  

Oklahoma would like the opportunityshould be allowed the flexibility to continue to use our its existing, innovative front-end insurance portal to determine whether each consumer is newly qualified at the point of application. An This alternative methodology which determines a consumer’s true eligibility and counts them accordingly within a single rules-based, real-time, on-line enrollment system thatwhich, by asking the righta series of questions, will serves to waterfall the consumer into the correct eligibility determination. This would allow Oklahoma would be able to immediately identifyication of those newly eligible, put them into our the system and track their actual usage and claim FFP on the existing 64 reporting forms without the need for retroactive financial adjustments or the need to borrow against a perceived allotment.  The characterization of newly qualified will be applied on a per-member basis and used prospectively to draw the appropriate FFP.  This alternative methodology would should be used as opposed to the outdated accounting back-end correction procedures as that are proposed by these rules. 



§433.210 Statistically valid sampling methodology.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule establishes a sampling methodology to be used 1/1/14 when determining the application of FMAP for those found to be newly eligible. The method appears unclear in several areas. In situations where it is impossible to gain actual data, sampling is a fair and equitable solution to claiming FFP and has been used in many situations throughout the Medicaid program.  The problem with this method is our the inherent lack of experience with this newly eligible group and their utilization trends.  Therefore, any sampling would need to be modified frequently and regularly as utilization trends for this population become available.  Gaining the number of newly eligible will be the more simple process than gauging the utilization of a population that historically has not been served. The impact that could be seen by Medicaid programs will depend on the population’s needs and actual utilization rates.  The potential exists for large utilization upon implementation with a slow tapering once the program is running. 

 HHS should not limit the states to claiming FFP to a threshold methodology when a state has the ability and capability to identify and claim FFP based upon actual data from newly eligible members.  







Oklahoma would like the opportunity to continue to use our existing, innovative front-end insurance portal to determine whether each consumer is newly qualified at the point of application. An alternative methodology which determines a consumer’s true eligibility and counts them accordingly within a single rules-based, real-time, on-line enrollment system that, by asking the right series of questions, will waterfall the consumer into the correct eligibility determination. Oklahoma would be able to immediately identify those newly eligible, put them into our system and track their actual usage and claim FFP on the existing 64 reporting forms without the need for retroactive financial adjustments or the need to borrow against a perceived allotment.  The characterization of newly qualified will be applied on a per-member basis and used prospectively to draw the appropriate FFP.  This alternative methodology would be used as opposed to outdated accounting back-end correction procedures as proposed by these rules. 

§433.212 CMS established FMAP proportion.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule establishes a sampling methodology to be used 1/1/14 when determining the application of FMAP for those newly eligible. The method appears unclear in several areas. Oklahoma would discourage the use of reliable data sources for this new population because of very limited experience with the newly qualified population based on the new rules.  Private insurance usage or uninsured usage would not be a valid indicator of the actual utilization that may be see with this population.  For many, this will be the first time that coverage will be available to them at little to no cost and actual utilization could be extremely varied. Any data that are used will be an approximation and the true utilization could either be detrimental to HHS or to the states that have chosen to claim by this method.  It would also be difficult to estimate the number of those newly eligible for each state when the existing eligibility criteria are different among states.

Oklahoma requests that HHS not limit the states to claiming FFP to a threshold methodology when a state has the ability and capability to identify and claim FFP based upon actual data from newly eligible members.  

Oklahoma would like the opportunity to continue to use our existing, innovative front-end insurance portal to determine whether each consumer is newly qualified at the point of application. Oklahoma proposes an alternative methodology which determines a consumer’s true eligibility and counts them accordingly within a single rules-based, real-time, on-line enrollment system that, by asking the right series of questions, will waterfall the consumer into the correct eligibility determination. Oklahoma would be able to immediately identify those newly eligible, put them into our system and track their actual usage and claim FFP on the existing 64 reporting forms without the need for retroactive financial adjustments or the need to borrow against a perceived allotment.  The characterization of newly qualified will be applied on a per-member basis and used prospectively to draw the appropriate FFP.  This alternative methodology would be used as opposed to outdated accounting back-end correction procedures as proposed by these rules. 

§435.110 Parents and other caretaker relatives.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule mandates that all populations <133% FPL who are eligible for Medicaid coverage must receive coverage through Medicaid. In order to support consumer choice,  all populations <133% FPL should be offered the option of coverage through Medicaid, or coverage through Exchange qualified health plans with receipt of premium tax credits, or coverage through private plans. In order to support personal responsibility,  state Medicaid programs should not be required to provide wrap-around services to all populations <133% FPL choosing coverage other than Medicaid.

§435.116 Pregnant women.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule mandates that all populations <133% FPL who are eligible for Medicaid coverage must receive coverage through Medicaid. In order to support consumer choice,  all populations <133% FPL be offered the option of coverage through Medicaid, coverage through Exchange qualified health plans with receipt of premium tax credits, or coverage through private plans. In order to support personal responsibility, state Medicaid programs should not be required to provide wrap-around services to all populations <133% FPL choosing coverage other than Medicaid.



§435.118 Infants and children under age 19.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule mandates that all populations <133% FPL who are eligible for Medicaid coverage must receive coverage through Medicaid. In order to support consumer choice, all populations <133% FPL should be offered the option of coverage through Medicaid, coverage through Exchange qualified health plans with receipt of premium tax credits, or coverage through private plans. In order to support personal responsibility, state Medicaid programs should not be required to provide wrap-around services to all populations <133% FPL choosing coverage other than Medicaid.

The proposed rule includes a maintenance-of-effort provision which requires all states to maintain coverage for children at levels in effect at passage of the ACA, through 2019. Considering Because families will have different coverage options (i.e. children will be covered by Medicaid and adults will have some form of private coverage) states should be offeredmust be allowed flexibility to adjust children’s eligibility levels as necessary. Studies have shown a decline in the care for families that have split coverage. Also, it ishas also been found  often moreto be cost effective to have “family coverage” on a plan.

§435.603 Application of modified adjusted gross income (MAGI).

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule requires that application of the MAGI eligibility determination be postponed for use until March 31, 2014 or until the next redetermination of Medicaid eligibility. States should be provided the flexibility to determine whether the change to application of MAGI should be done all at once (i.e. all eligibility revisited for MAGI at a date certain), or pursuant to the schedule set forth by the proposed rule.

The proposed rule includes a provision requiring states to rely on the consumer’s attestation that their future income will drop. This provision appears to contradict other eligibility criteria proposed for Exchange coverage. Without proper controls, this would be a highly burdensome administrative burdentask for on the s states; as well as labor intensive and susceptible to abuse. In order to support personal responsibility and program integrity, data source validation should be used in lieu of attestation of a future estimate of income.

The proposed rule requires states to determine eligibility for married couples in a certain proscribed manner, and upon whether or not the married individuals physically reside with each other. It would be very difficult for states to verify the physical location of the married individuals. This “co-residency” requirement should be removed from the proposed rule.

The proposed rule includes specific criteria under which states can apply exception/hardship income-criteria changes, as well as specific criteria as to when the exception/hardship is acceptable or not. States need latitude to define and operationalize exception/hardship criteria and the accompanying business processes.

The proposed rule requires states to continue Medicaid eligibility for consumers who have not filed timely federal tax documents. In order to support personal responsibility and program integrity, states should have the flexibility to discontinue Medicaid eligibility if federal tax filings are not current.

An addition to the rule which allows mid-year changes for Medicaid eligibility to mirror qualifying events currently used for private insurance plans, should provide states thestates must be allowed flexibility to determine reasons for eligibility changes, other than income. A new qualifying event should be added for pregnancy, since household size will change (affecting eligibility criteria) as a result of the pregnancy.

An addition to the rule should be made which sets the open enrollment period for the Exchange (which will inadvertently bring additional consumers to Medicaid when seeking coverage) to coincide with the most recent timely federal tax filing period. For example, if federal tax filing is due April 15th each year, the open enrollment period could cover April, May and June, reflecting the most recent tax information available.

§435.907 Application.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule requires states to allow supplemental documentation (i.e. paper) to be accepted in instances where the MAGI information verification processes fail. Acknowledging not all consumers will use MAGI eligibility determination, and considering the technological advancements made with the federal MITA framework, use of supplemental forms and additional information should be restricted to automated processes and applications.

The proposed rule requires states to make available five methods of application submission – online, phone, mail, in person, fax. Considering the technological advancements made with the federal MITA framework, submission of applications should be allowed to be restricted to automated processes (i.e. online) if a state demonstrates significant technological capability.





§435.911 Determination of eligibility.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule does not include timeliness standards for the determination of eligibility. Oklahoma supports this business process being defined by the state.

435.916 Periodic redeterminations of Medicaid eligibility.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule requires states to continue Medicaid eligibility through the end of the current month. States should be provided the flexibility to end coverage at any time during a month, defining this business process as best fits the state circumstances.

The proposed rule does not include a specified reconsideration period for eligibility determinations or redeterminations. Oklahoma supports this business process being defined by the state.

§435.948 Verifying financial information.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule requires states to obtain federal approval prior to use of alternate data sources. Oklahoma proposes states would not require federal approval. Rather, HHS should be responsible for creating a list of acceptable data sources from which states may choose an appropriate state-level data source.

§435.956 Verification of other non-financial information.

Oklahoma Comment:

The proposed rule requires states to accept a consumer’s attestation of pregnancy as an eligibility criteria component. In order to support program integrity, states should be provided flexibility to determine if an attestation or verification of pregnancy is a required business process.



End of Oklahoma Comments on Notice of Proposed Rule Making.
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To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>
Subject: RE: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES 102711.docx

Oh, yes.  They sent me the sections on risk.  My understanding was that they were taken, nearly
verbatim from the NAIC comment letter.

Nicole

________________________________

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Planning / Project Manager | Health Planning & Grants Office  | Oklahoma
State Department of Health 1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 |
Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell  | E-mail NicolePJ@health.ok.gov | Website:
http://www.ok.gov/health

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 4:58 PM
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES 102711.docx

Has the Insurance department seen all of the insurance/reinsurance related sections? They look fine to
me, but they are over my head. Just want to make sure that they will not have any positions that
contradict what we are saying.

If you think they will be fine with them that is probably enough...

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

405.521.2342

katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

http://www.ok.gov/health
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 4:46 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES 102711.docx

You are most welcome. 

________________________________

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Planning / Project Manager | Health Planning & Grants Office  | Oklahoma
State Department of Health 1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 |
Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell  405.365-7530 | E-mail NicolePJ@health.ok.gov | Website:
http://www.ok.gov/health

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 4:44 PM
To: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES 102711.docx

Thank you!

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

405.521.2342

katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. [mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 4:40 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES 102711.docx

mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov
http://www.ok.gov/health
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:NIcolePJ@health.ok.gov


Sorry -for the delay - just saw the email.  Also removed "DRAFT" watermark.

Nicole

________________________________

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Planning / Project Manager | Health Planning & Grants Office  | Oklahoma
State Department of Health 1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 |
Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell  405.365-7530 | E-mail NicolePJ@health.ok.gov | Website:
http://www.ok.gov/health

From: Cox-Kain, Julie
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 4:19 PM
To: 'katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov'; Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: Re: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES 102711.docx

Ok. Nicole can you do quickly?
--------------------------
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 04:16 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: RE: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES 102711.docx

I have not read the whole thing yet, but please go ahead and remove the highlighted section re/
navigators.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

405.521.2342

katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

http://www.ok.gov/health
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 3:16 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: FW: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES 102711.docx

Nicole, Excellent job.  I have also sent this to Katie but I highlighted one area I wondered if it was even
necessary to say.  Do we need to propose an option on that section?

Julie Cox-Kain, M.P.A

Chief Operating Officer

Oklahoma State Department of Health

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2011 2:14 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: OKLAHOMA NPRM Comments on EXCHANGES 102711.docx

Julie - This is sent only to you.  It includes only the 4 NRPMs issued by HHS. 

Nicole

________________________________

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Planning / Project Manager | Health Planning & Grants Office  | Oklahoma
State Department of Health
1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell 

 | E-mail NicolePJ@health.ok.gov | Website: http://www.ok.gov/health

mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov
http://www.ok.gov/health


From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Talking Points
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:53:00 AM
Attachments: RGPPC_Oklahoma Talking Points_03-21_2012.docx

 
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 4:46 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Oklahoma Talking Points
 
Attached is some additional information regarding the cost that Obamacare has had on your state.
Please let me know if you have any questions or comments.
 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   | 
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Obamacare at Year 2: Broken Presidential Promises and Hidden Costs:

· Broken Presidential Promise #1: Under Obamacare, “If you like your plan, you’ll be able to keep it.”  

· McKinsey and Company survey of more than 1,300 companies found that 30% of all employers – and more than 50% of employers well-informed about the healthcare law – will “definitely or probably” stop offering healthcare coverage in 2014.”



· Broken Presidential Promise #2: Obamacare will “lower your premiums by $2500 per family per year.”

· The annual Kaiser Family Foundation survey of employer-provided insurance found that average family premiums totaled $12,860 in 2008, $13,375 in 2009, $13,770 in 2010, and $15,073 in 2011. Premiums already have risen by $2,213 since President Obama took office. 



· Broken Promise #3: Obamacare will not add “one dime to our deficits.”

· American Action Forum President and former Director of the Congressional Budget Office Director Douglas Holtz-Eakin has written that under a realistic set of assumptions, the law will increase the deficit by at least $500 billion in its first 10 years and more than $1.5 trillion in its second decade (FY 2020-29).



· Hidden Costs to the Nation: Obamacare’s regulatory red tape has hurt economic growth and job creation

· To date, Obamacare has imposed $9.7 billion in national private-sector burdens, $2.2 billion in state costs, and more than 40.2 million paperwork burden hours.  



· Hidden Costs to Oklahoma:

· In Oklahoma, Obamacare has already imposed a regulatory burden on state businesses and residents totaling more than $135.5 million.



Obamacare at the Supreme Court:  The federal government’s dramatic Medicaid expansion coerces states

· Obamacare’s dramatic Medicaid expansion transforms the state-based Medicaid program and creates a new mandatory federal entitlement program that will bankrupt States.



· The Medicaid expansion is unconstitutionally coercive because States that do not follow the expansion prescribed in the ACA will lose ALL of their federal Medicaid funds. 



· The American Action Forum’s Medicaid amicus brief uses Medicaid data to show that the economic impact of losing ALL Medicaid funds would require states nationwide to raise taxes by more than 34.4 percent or slash existing budgets by 22.5 percent.



· In Oklahoma, the economic impact of losing ALL Federal Medicaid funds to avoid Obamacare’s dramatic Medicaid expansion would require the state to raise taxes by more than 34.9 percent or slash the budget by 
24.4 percent.







Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC) Health Care Reform Principles:

1. Health Care Reform Should Emphasize Health: Health and well-being are determined by more than health services used. Employment, education and personal choices strongly influence the overall health of each American.  Unfortunately, the health care law undermines employment and limits personal choice.  Meaningful reform should emphasize health by expanding economic opportunity and aligning incentives for Americans to make healthier personal choices that can drive improvements throughout the health care system.

2. Responsibility is Best Fostered through Individual Incentives and not an Oppressive Federal Mandate that Violates the Economic Freedoms of Americans: Americans should be in control of their health and the decisions regarding their care. Individuals and families, not governments, are best able to decide the right course of action, which is why price and quality transparency are essential to meaningful reform.

3. Health Care Reform Should Enable Medicaid to Restore and Maintain the Economic Independence as well as Health Status of the Neediest Americans: Medicaid should be a bridge, not a barrier, to independence. Public assistance programs should be designed to offer support for disabled Americans and help individuals return to or maintain economic independence as well as health status.

4. Health Care Reform Should Increase Design Flexibility in Medicaid and the Private Insurance Market to Improve Coverage Choices: Increasing design flexibility in Medicaid and the private insurance market will strengthen access to care for patients, reduce the regulatory burden that increases the cost of care and lead to innovative care management programs. 

5. Health Care Reform Should Align Delivery System Incentives to Improve the Value of Patient Care: Delivery incentives should be aligned to focus on quality, value-based and patient-centered programs that work together to improve health -- driving value over volume, quality over quantity, while also containing costs.

6. Health Care Reform Should Foster State Innovation to Improve Health care Systems: States are best able to make decisions about the design of their health care systems based on the needs, culture and values of their citizens. Reform should reduce the federal disruption in state and local health care markets while increasing accountability.

7.  Health Care Reform Should Address Unsustainable Spending at the Family, State and Federal Levels to Ease the Debt Burden that Threatens our Future: Families, states, and the federal government face a dangerous budgetary outlook made worse by this health care law.  The budget problem is spending -- and correcting it means empowering individuals and fixing the tax code to remove hidden costs from the health care system.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Oklahoman
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:44:23 PM

Fyi 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:43 PM
To: 'ZCampfield@opubco.com' <ZCampfield@opubco.com> 
Subject: Re: Oklahoman 
 
zeke - I'm in an NGA exec committee session and i wont be able to leave for another hour. If ur
looking for stuff on exchanges than you can use the statement below ... I dont have anything to add
to it. If thats not the topic then shoot me an email - i really cant call for a while 

"Governor Fallin has decided to postpone an announcement on the future of health insurance
exchanges in Oklahoma. She will take advantage of the extension by continuing to study the issue
and evaluate the state's options." - AW

We do not have a timeline for when the announcement will take place but we do expect one sooner
rather than later. 
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:58 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Oklahoman 
 
Alex-

I'm trying to reach you at the governor's office, but it says the office is closed. Can you please call me

back, or send me a better number to reach you?

Thanks, Zeke - 475-3694

 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

 

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=9000%20Broadway%20ext%20Oklahoma%20City%2073114
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=9000%20Broadway%20ext%20Oklahoma%20City%2073114
mailto:zcampfield@opubco.com


From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Oklahoman
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:48:11 PM

Check this one out 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: 'ZCampfield@opubco.com' <ZCampfield@opubco.com> 
Subject: Re: Oklahoman 
 
No 
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:45 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Oklahoman 
 
Alex:

Has the governor or her policy people been developing the exchange secretly behind the scenes, as

some have alleged?

Zeke

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:44 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: Re: Oklahoman

zeke - I'm in an NGA exec committee session and i wont be able to leave for another hour. If ur
looking for stuff on exchanges than you can use the statement below ... I dont have anything to add
to it. If thats not the topic then shoot me an email - i really cant call for a while 

"Governor Fallin has decided to postpone an announcement on the future of health insurance
exchanges in Oklahoma. She will take advantage of the extension by continuing to study the issue
and evaluate the state's options." - AW

We do not have a timeline for when the announcement will take place but we do expect one sooner
rather than later. 
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:58 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Oklahoman 
 
Alex-

I'm trying to reach you at the governor's office, but it says the office is closed. Can you please call me

back, or send me a better number to reach you?

Thanks, Zeke - 475-3694
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Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

 

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: OK-SAFE - Fallin Confirms Attendance at U.S.-China Governors Forum; MOU Found; Smart Grid: San Diego & Russian Federation Partnership
Date: Sunday, July 10, 2011 6:17:16 PM

_____________________
Date: Sat, 9 Jul 2011 13:03:59 -0700
From: terrypierce41
Subject: OK-SAFE - Fallin Confirms Attendance at U.S.-China Governors Forum; MOU Found; Smart Grid: San Diego & Russian Federation
Partnership
To: terrypierce41

Having trouble viewing this email? Please click here<http://campaigns.ratepoint.com/campaigns/8f7fefa11ee7d394053e6d533c6e0238?
r=4df606ac7b49056a1ab50ba3837773f0>      Write a review<http://ratepoint.com/tellus/20505?id=8f7fefa11ee7d394053e6d533c6e0238&t=ec>
/ Forward to a Friend<http://campaigns.ratepoint.com/forward/20505/8f7fefa11ee7d394053e6d533c6e0238?e=tpirules@yahoo.com>
To ensure delivery, please add membership@ok-safe.com<http://us.mc1205.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=membership@ok-safe.com> to
your address book.       SmartUnsubscribesm<http://subscribe.ratepoint.com/unsubscribe/20505?
c=8f7fefa11ee7d394053e6d533c6e0238&e=tpirules@yahoo.com>
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OK-SAFE
Newsletter

7/9/2011

In this issue:
Sleeping With the Enemy
Update - Gov. Fallin Confirms Attendance at U.S.-China Governors Forum

U.S.-China -  Selling US Out

The REAL ID "Kill Shot" Fired From Oklahoma - Resisting taking of Biometrics

Health Insurance Exchange Update

Trans-Texas Corridor Dead or Almost Dead?

NEW! Idaho-SAFE

Contact Us!

Links
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Visit our website: ok-safe.com

Sign up for Newsletter/Action Alerts

Radio
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Listen to America in the Balance on Truth in
Focus<http://et.ratepoint.com/05867b1279747a76a421ea666a5fa016/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> Internet radio.

7/3/11 - Guest Prof. William "Bill" Kauffman, Retired, Department of Aerospace Engineering, University of Michigan, President, Explosion
Research and Investigation Corporation, was forced into retirement when he began questioning the University's ties with Communist Chinese,
including sharing defense technology. Kauffman is a contributor to china-threat.com website.

6/26/11 - Follow the Money - The Tulsa County proposed budget was rife with errors, yet 7 out of 8 county officials voted to adopt it.  Why?
Don Wyatt reveals what he's learned about the Tulsa County Budget and Excise Boards and asks, "How come the budget doesn't include ALL
the money that the county entities have?" What about the unaccounted for money?

6/12/11 - Guest Patrick Wood, editor of The August Review and August Forecast, discusses the history of Technocracy (with a capital T); the
SmartGrid, and the pending global SmartGrid.

6/5/11 - Guest Vicky Davis discusses her latest article "Quislings to Collaborate with Communist Chinese" about the upcoming National Governors
Association meeting where U.S. Governors will be partnering one-on-one with Chinese party officials

4/3/11 - Guest Michael F. Cannon<http://et.ratepoint.com/ed9f9f6d3460b60a3d1aac7ae922db32/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>,
Director of Health Policy Studies at the
Cato<http://et.ratepoint.com/7d0c0fea01e72c0c3701a519fc3c2ddc/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> Institute, discusses why "Obamacare
Can't Be Fixed, and Now is the Time to Dismantle It"; federal grants for state-based health insurance exchanges; and why states should not
institute insurance exchanges.

Truth<http://et.ratepoint.com/70195afcb526aaa0e965e1f8375ccf56/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> in Focus
Radio<http://et.ratepoint.com/70195afcb526aaa0e965e1f8375ccf56/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>.

New! Idaho-SAFE:
Sovereignty and Free Enterprise is catching on - Check out the new Idaho-SAFE at
<http://et.ratepoint.com/36c60f52cc9a70b0eb6391d013ad2135/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> www.idaho-
safe.org<http://et.ratepoint.com/36c60f52cc9a70b0eb6391d013ad2135/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>

Contact Us:

Email: <http://us.mc1205.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=oksafe@windstream.net>
oksafe@windstream.net<http://us.mc1205.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=oksafe@windstream.net>

Mail:
OK-SAFE, Inc.
P.O. Box 33148
Tulsa, OK  74153

2011 Dues now due. Your dues make our work possible.

Pay online<http://et.ratepoint.com/81aa3682c660c9d53da4ee6f34401070/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> or make checks payable to
OK-SAFE, Inc. and mail to the above P.O. Box.

Individual: $50/yr
Group: $100/yr

OK-SAFE, Inc. is a 501c4 non-profit Oklahoma corporation.

<http://us.mc1205.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=oksafe@windstream.net>
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Blogroll:

OK-SAFE Blog<http://et.ratepoint.com/45dbd4abd1540e0e83e0feb71230b2ec/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
AxXiom<http://et.ratepoint.com/f3c639c7b03b2c3e6cfdd749f2a914a5/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> for Liberty
OCPAC<http://et.ratepoint.com/7a0aa8da7164c93eb2ea4c594378be70/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
OK2A<http://et.ratepoint.com/4961e6daf14cc137328e9108ad116836/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
OKforTEA<http://et.ratepoint.com/c17523d0f017e4f0c6f595d1f2c956f6/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
OK Grassroots<http://et.ratepoint.com/cabd909058d51fc1c84754fde34ed24f/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
ROPE<http://et.ratepoint.com/3c9c51a679b8869c24a3cac4cc85b82a/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
The Anti-Planner<http://et.ratepoint.com/0a999c3beadb81eb797c41d0d762e1bb/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
<http://et.ratepoint.com/d32aa46a726b73ba371af98f37942d45/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>The Online
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POOP<http://et.ratepoint.com/d32aa46a726b73ba371af98f37942d45/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
Tulsa 912Project<http://et.ratepoint.com/847a8be41a0ee23b9e3743ade9c06553/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
Patriot Seed Store<http://et.ratepoint.com/b401e5667286d4afff4646ad8c004f04/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
Grassroots in Nebraska<http://et.ratepoint.com/4fd894694fa69c5b989487e24e713e45/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
Boondoggle Blog<http://et.ratepoint.com/621df261af51af36834d92d94a2af73e/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>

Research/News:

American Deception<http://et.ratepoint.com/033b12b9b7cb1fc1bafa5dbdee8c8a77/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
American Policy Center<http://et.ratepoint.com/481ba6b250081dbe8810bbe1caf0835b/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
Cato Institute
<http://et.ratepoint.com/7d0c0fea01e72c0c3701a519fc3c2ddc/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>Channeling
Reality<http://et.ratepoint.com/8add929e8ba1088b8314c90750a8512e/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
EdLibertyWatch<http://et.ratepoint.com/b52ffe812992e540d85b845e4cd79b6c/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
EPIC
<http://et.ratepoint.com/4064669bb6f44ec4dbce38a7714adb7e/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>Freedom
Advocates<http://et.ratepoint.com/55323d80c90b1a116cd22125f50c560b/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
Global Research<http://et.ratepoint.com/0fc63a54d4a2ac3c6803a9a5189d2364/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
National Center for Constitutional Studies<http://et.ratepoint.com/b6d2ebf4192997785c3e093a1a2d14c6/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
Randy Bright Articles<http://et.ratepoint.com/4ddf0976eb387208e2b78d9a111f0428/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
Reinventing Government<http://et.ratepoint.com/20d0a146c8436d45cf94b791c8d42904/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
Scribd<http://et.ratepoint.com/f4b4aaa72a6487f51836cc247e8abe62/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
Sovereignty International<http://et.ratepoint.com/ed6b5d267f11a26a693fb4de13a8efa1/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
Tulsa Beacon<http://et.ratepoint.com/c2e82551fd38861b17a50e93e052e086/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
WND<http://et.ratepoint.com/36dcc90cef1c24924f25e3b78278d464/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
<http://et.ratepoint.com/36dcc90cef1c24924f25e3b78278d464/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>Constitutional
Alliance<http://et.ratepoint.com/12ed630bc141a6f9a1186b84dd988c9b/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>

Liberty Forge<http://et.ratepoint.com/c372b565b5410229e3f02083f6dddfd7/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>

Liberty Forge is a social network devoted to connecting voters and groups who support a constitutionally limited government. Since elections are
the only part of our Republic that is democratic, and the representative to citizen ratio is so low, it only makes sense to have a discussion forum
to enable voters to vet candidates and issues. The power of Liberty Forge is in assigning a discussion forum to each individual voting district. As
a member you enroll in your voting district discussion groups and focus your time and energy on the aspects of government which you have the
most power and responsibility to effect.

Liberty Forge<http://et.ratepoint.com/7dd538664033623347b2d254a016af73/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
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UPDATE - Sleeping with the Enemy<http://et.ratepoint.com/275e8ee73ebac3280abecc3e6dfb0a57/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> -
National Governors Association Meeting to Pair U.S. Governors and Chinese Party Leaders

OK-SAFE, Inc., 7/8/11 - A few updates on Sleeping with the
Enemy.<http://et.ratepoint.com/275e8ee73ebac3280abecc3e6dfb0a57/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>

1)  A Media Advisory issued July 8th by the Governor's office has confirmed that Governor Mary Fallin will be attending the NGA Conference in
Salt Lake City, Utah July 13-17, 2011.

[http://eimages.ratepoint.com/27f9ce2e64210e4445abb411f856142d/2011-07/7cf856e46bbb6d1d1479bf3c6258dbe6.jpg]

Up to now, calls and emails to OK Governor Mary Fallin questioning her participation at the upcoming NGA U.S.-China Governors Forum
<http://et.ratepoint.com/275e8ee73ebac3280abecc3e6dfb0a57/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> in Salt Lake City, Utah have gone
unanswered.

Additional emails and calls are needed now that her attendance has been confirmed – just exactly what are her intentions at this conference?

Phone: 405-521-2342, 800-865-5853

Email: info@gov.ok.gov

2)  Calls and emails are needed to Lt. Governor Todd Lamb, who answered “Yes” to the question “Is your office planning to actively seek
foreign direct investment in the state of Oklahoma?”

Phone: 405-521-2161

Email: info@gov.ok.gov, attention Lt. Gov. Lamb.

3)  Missing MOU document Found<http://et.ratepoint.com/b18d6fbf0989a50e0df31136e5c2838e/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>: The
MOU Creating the U.S.-China Governors Forum was noticeably absent from the U.S. State Department’s website a full 6 months after its
announcement. After repeated inquiries, this document is now available on the U.S. State Department’s website. Details on the OK-SAFE

http://et.ratepoint.com/d32aa46a726b73ba371af98f37942d45/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/847a8be41a0ee23b9e3743ade9c06553/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/b401e5667286d4afff4646ad8c004f04/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/4fd894694fa69c5b989487e24e713e45/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/621df261af51af36834d92d94a2af73e/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/033b12b9b7cb1fc1bafa5dbdee8c8a77/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/481ba6b250081dbe8810bbe1caf0835b/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/7d0c0fea01e72c0c3701a519fc3c2ddc/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/8add929e8ba1088b8314c90750a8512e/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/b52ffe812992e540d85b845e4cd79b6c/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/4064669bb6f44ec4dbce38a7714adb7e/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/55323d80c90b1a116cd22125f50c560b/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/0fc63a54d4a2ac3c6803a9a5189d2364/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/b6d2ebf4192997785c3e093a1a2d14c6/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/4ddf0976eb387208e2b78d9a111f0428/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/20d0a146c8436d45cf94b791c8d42904/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/f4b4aaa72a6487f51836cc247e8abe62/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/ed6b5d267f11a26a693fb4de13a8efa1/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/c2e82551fd38861b17a50e93e052e086/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/36dcc90cef1c24924f25e3b78278d464/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/36dcc90cef1c24924f25e3b78278d464/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/12ed630bc141a6f9a1186b84dd988c9b/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/c372b565b5410229e3f02083f6dddfd7/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/7dd538664033623347b2d254a016af73/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://eimages.ratepoint.com/27f9ce2e64210e4445abb411f856142d/2011-07/50eb2332f650e5a614a38ea39de4f599.jpg
http://et.ratepoint.com/275e8ee73ebac3280abecc3e6dfb0a57/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/275e8ee73ebac3280abecc3e6dfb0a57/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://eimages.ratepoint.com/27f9ce2e64210e4445abb411f856142d/2011-07/7cf856e46bbb6d1d1479bf3c6258dbe6.jpg
http://et.ratepoint.com/275e8ee73ebac3280abecc3e6dfb0a57/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a
http://et.ratepoint.com/b18d6fbf0989a50e0df31136e5c2838e/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a


blog<http://et.ratepoint.com/603915e478bdc093916dd7be26a58469/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>.

Getting it Right - "Ohio Gov. John Kasich has decided to drop out of the National Governors Association. With state finances tighter than tight,
he wants to save the dues of $176,000 a year.... The Kasich administration will leave the bipartisan group at the end of this month. He will not
attend its annual conference in July in Salt Lake City." Rest
here<http://et.ratepoint.com/525fb835f73cae1c141dcc158acd659d/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>.

Too bad OK Governor Fallin didn't make the same decision.
__________________________________________________________

Interview with Prof. William Kauffman on America in the
Balance<http://et.ratepoint.com/bcf58255f1484e3d8adc46e564448896/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>

Guest Prof. William "Bill" Kauffman, Retired, Department of Aerospace Engineering, University of Michigan, President, Explosion Research and
Investigation Corporation, was forced into retirement when he began questioning the University's ties with Communist Chinese, including sharing
defense technology. Kauffman is a contributor to the china-
threat.com<http://et.ratepoint.com/0586bc756d27490ebb8288ce8886f746/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> website.

U.S. - China - Selling US Out

OK-SAFE, Inc. 7/8/11 - The following itemizes some, only some, of the activities the federal and state governments, and universities, are
actively engaged in that demonstrate the deepening involvement with the Communist Chinese (and with Russia), particularly through a
mechanism called “foreign direct investment.”
Foreign direct investment is defined as “investment in the United States by foreign citizens; often involves majority stock ownership of an
enterprise;” and “joint ventures between foreign and U.S. companies.” Read more.

<http://et.ratepoint.com/c3b75e958aed295f8bdab464378082b8/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>

January 2011 – U.S. State Department Signs
MOU<http://et.ratepoint.com/2da06f011e8ef811f453cfcdb72a5252/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> Creating U.S.-China Governors
Forum and commits the U.S. to increased sub-national cooperation. NGA partners with Chinese group to develop agenda here and in China.

February 26, 2011 – National Governors Association Winter Meeting
2011<http://et.ratepoint.com/d41151a120b22a8268193691e678788d/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>, held in Washington D.C. featured
Party Secretary Zhou Chiang of the Hunan Province. NGA Chair, Governor Christine
Gregoire<http://et.ratepoint.com/cedbd7a0fe3339075734c6e9c7fa8279/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> (WA), formalized the earlier
MOU stating, “Secretary Zhou will join Governor Heineman and myself, along with Madam Lee in signing an accord that will establish a
U.S./China Governors Forum.”

May 11, 2011 - China, U.S. co-op in promoting transformation of economic development pattern has significance for
future<http://et.ratepoint.com/360833645bff6980c3dc92dd164aaa9e/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>: WASHINGTON, May 10 (Xinhua)
– “The cooperation between China and the United States in promoting transformation of economic development pattern has significance for the
future, China's National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) said here Tuesday. China has made it clear that we will take adjustment
of economic structure as the direction for accelerating the transformation of economic development pattern," Zhang Xiaoqiang, the Vice Minister
of NDRC said in a press conference during the third-round China-U.S. Strategic and Economic Dialogue (S&ED), which kicked off on Monday.”

[http://eimages.ratepoint.com/27f9ce2e64210e4445abb411f856142d/2011-07/102cfe9fd1e45205654b768b75e5a853.png]

May 2011 - “Building U.S. China Environmental
Commitment<http://et.ratepoint.com/643634158f419d5b1c70c96ced2ab95d/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>,” May 2011 Conference at
the University of Michigan.

May 24, 2011 –Smart Grid: San Diego Gas and Electric signs MOU with Russian
Federation<http://et.ratepoint.com/5251a5ef5fd1eaf2945d7974175688b5/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>. Did anyone see this notice in
May? The Mayor of San Diego and the San Diego Gas & Electric Company signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
Belgorod<http://et.ratepoint.com/7508726d38c7148814d02f17e7f32f4c/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> in the Russian Federation as
part of a Smart Grid Partnership Program. MOU
here<http://et.ratepoint.com/987f93d2cea99215914deb9fb4e43e59/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>.

June 13-17, 2011 – Next Stop America!<http://et.ratepoint.com/ef4eed4d0f38543684f0d9b3a3ed9e3f/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
Conference held in Beijing and Shanghai. Described as “a comprehensive guide to the operational, legal, branding, professional, financing and
investment services needed to launch and expand your company in America, through a world-class faculty” this training included one training
session entitled  ‘Leveraging Incentives and Governmental Relations’.

June 16-18, 2011 – Opening plenary
comments<http://et.ratepoint.com/c69d72735cbed19c2c5c77416444fffd/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> at the St. Petersburg
International Economic Forum, held in St. Petersburg, Russia included statements by Hu Jintao, President of the Peoples Republic of China,
advocating for more global economic governance, a more “balanced” trading regime, and opposition “to all forms of protectionism.”

July 14-17, 2011 – U.S.-China Trade, Culture & Education Conference
2011<http://et.ratepoint.com/7ca5eee53b802dfd1cdad2c6674c8baf/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>, to be held in Salt Lake City, Utah at
The Little America Hotel.  “US-China 2011 will focus on academic and business development and exchanges in areas such as renewable energy
technologies, green technologies, next generation information technologies, bio-science and life science technologies, advanced materials, high-
end manufacturing technologies, and mining technologies.”  One session includes one-on-one meetings between China and U.S.
business/government officials.
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July 15-17, 2011 – National Governors Association (NGA) U.S. – China Governors
Forum<http://et.ratepoint.com/87fb3af0dd493d79cb85a30b4c921a16/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>, also in Salt Lake City, Utah, will
be held across the street from the conference cited above at the 5-star Grand America Hotel. It is set to include one-on-one pairing of U.S.
Governors with Chinese provincial party secretaries and Governors.  The pairings, called “peer-to-peer exchanges,” aim to “strengthen bilateral
cooperation.”<http://et.ratepoint.com/4767d405f9b6c9daa665aa66e1e58157/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> Topics are to include items
of “mutual interest,” i. e. “job creation, education, health and economic cooperation.”

July 29, 2011 – 2011 EB-5 Investment Summit: Dealmakers
Summit<http://et.ratepoint.com/40b0ae3bbb2bab6bb7ad91a68476f2b2/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> – What is an EB-5
Visa<http://et.ratepoint.com/e53ee74adef5e3ea8c3a1f69bbaf5b68/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>?  Buying citizenship. “The federal EB-
5 Regional Center Pilot Program<http://et.ratepoint.com/61cf4cc7abd5dadbff91972d755c8f39/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> has been
created to allow foreign investors to invest in commercial enterprises in the U.S. in exchange for a chance for them and their families to become
legal permanent residents in the U.S. To date, over 140 EB-5 regional centers have been designated by the U.S. government and many more
local commercial real estate developers and economic development agencies are actively seeking alternative capital to fund its projects. As a
result of this unique federal program, several billion dollars in investment has brought into various projects and tens of thousands of American
jobs have been created throughout the country."

September 13-14, 2011 – The State Chamber’s 2011 Washington D.C. Fly-
In<http://et.ratepoint.com/fd231563f64ad3fc9fb9114e9b0a5035/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>.  Topic? “This year’s Washington, D.C.
Fly-in will focus on “The New Realities” facing Oklahoma and the nation.  From economic and budget realities to health care and global
challenges, the realities facing the business community are unlike any in American history. Washington and the world are changing, and this
year’s fly-in will give us a chance to hear from industry and political leaders about what we can expect in the year ahead and beyond.”
______________________________________________________

This is only a partial list of activities in which our "leaders" are engaged. They pooh-pooh and ridicule alarmed ctizens' concerns about where
this is ultimately headed: the dramatic decline of the U.S., elevation of "Technology" to a god-like position, and "foreign" interests treated as
superior to our own.

Our children are being taught that this change is right, inevitable, and a natural progression of world affairs.

This change has been orchestrated and the end-game is clear - the end of America as we've known it.  Are we willing to turn back to the one
true God yet?
Acts 17:30-31  "Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,
because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed...."

The REAL ID "Kill Shot" Fired From
Oklahoma<http://et.ratepoint.com/86141a9f2b95a8f0782ede621ad5eda0/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
(Title from article<http://et.ratepoint.com/19b7f778af5caba0871620525e2c87e1/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> by Howard Houchen)

For several years OK-SAFE, along with most Oklahomans and the rest of the United States, has objected to the REAL ID national/international
ID card and the continued expansion of the collection of personally-identifiable biometric information from the everyday citizens by the
government.

We’ve issued position papers/fact sheets on the REAL ID, (REAL ID, A Global Security
Envelope)<http://et.ratepoint.com/fb99926c0e8a8da202473fa0c0ad048a/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>, and asked the moral question:
Is it right for Oklahoma to collect biometrics from its’ citizens? (REAL ID –
Objections<http://et.ratepoint.com/4e2ce16221a75874f944d870cb57258e/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>).

Rest of post here.<http://et.ratepoint.com/86141a9f2b95a8f0782ede621ad5eda0/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>
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One Oklahoma woman – wife, mother, Christian – has made the difficult decision to not renew her biometric Oklahoma drivers license in order
to bring this issue  to court, the only option left to the concerned law-abiding citizens of Oklahoma.   That brave woman is Kaye
Beach.<http://et.ratepoint.com/bef0c96c6572a4fa1e2024f8b41a73dd/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>  Recently, (June 28, 2011) FOX 25
News in Oklahoma City featured Kaye in one of their Top Stories – video and story
here<http://et.ratepoint.com/7344f5290c48dd208868a52bdc6f2856/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>.
OK-SAFE recognizes that the decision to go to court was not made lightly, and was made only after all other legal options were exhausted. As a
matter of course, what remains is to bring this issue to court.

OK-SAFE supports Kaye Beach in this effort and asks that anyone who can, to please contribute to the Kaye Beach legal defense fund.  Prayers
are appreciated as well.

You may contribute to Kaye’s effort by sending a check or money order to:

Kaye Beach, P.O. Box 722381, Norman, Oklahoma, 73070 (please write legal defense fund in the memo section of your check or money order).
For those that wish to use a credit card (click here to
donate<http://et.ratepoint.com/d23d92f79c6565059c5dd10268927c29/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>) to Kaye’s legal defense fund.

This fight is really for all of us – please help financially, if you can.
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ROPE Article Appears in American Thinker

Congratulations to ROPE Founder Jenni White - American Thinker
<http://et.ratepoint.com/ee6659af6afbd86d0f474dda2c42fe73/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> picked up her paper on education and
published an article entitled Failure of Education Reform on July 2, 2011.

Based on Jenni's (ROPE's) excellent research document entitled Common Core State Standards and Race to the Top - An Introduction to
Marxism 101<http://et.ratepoint.com/3c9c51a679b8869c24a3cac4cc85b82a/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a> this article is a must read
for those serious about understanding the direction education in Oklahoma and the U.S. has headed.

Understanding the truth about public education is critical not only to making wise decisions about the education of your own children, but to
understanding the political doublespeak issuing from state officials.  Those officials are not telling you the truth.

Health Exchange Update - Public Meetings

OK-SAFE, 7/8/11 - The substitute language for the failed HB 2130 (HUB board bill, establishing governance of the health insurance exchange) 
finally appeared in SB 971<http://et.ratepoint.com/8b5d4c5505d9c1c5900784693b16752a/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>, introduced
on 4/27/11.

Due to all the calls, emails and legislative visits by the Oklahoma grassroots, OK leadership decided not to hear SB 971, choosing instead to
form a special joint legislative committee to study the issue this fall.

This joint committee is to begin meeting in early September.

Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, and Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, are the leaders of this special joint legislative committee. This committee is
supposed to conducted with an open mind, giving legislators an opportunity to study how the state should respond to the federal mandate to
create a state health insurance exchange.
Based on comments made at a July 5th meeting, it is evident that Rep. Glen Mulready has already made up his mind on how the state should
proceed - the state should create a state-based insurance exchange, despite the objections and warnings against such an exchange.  Apparently
he has already been in discussion with tech companies about its' development.

If one of the leaders of the joint committee has already made up his mind on how the state will proceed, just what is the purpose of the joint
committee meetings and public input?  To give political coverage?

These public meetings should be attended by anyone with concerns about the controversial health care reform act.

Contact Information:
Sen. Gary Stanislawski - stanislawski@oksenate.gov
Rep. Glen Mulready - glen.mulready@okhouse.gov
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Psalm 118: 8,9 - "It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man; It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes."

From Texas Turf<http://et.ratepoint.com/0f80dfd7675b95b0486db6ea85598a66/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>:

Trans-Texas Corridor Finally Dead? Well, mostly dead.
by Terri Hall, July 7, 2011

The people of Texas scored a big victory with the recent repeal of the Trans Texas Corridor (TTC) from state statute. Governor Rick Perry even
signed it. That ought to give us pause. The TTC is Perry’s legacy building project, one he still defends despite the massive grassroots uprising
against it. So why would he sign it?

Because it’s not truly dead. Like the famous line in the film Princess Bride, it’s mostly dead. During the 82nd Texas Legislative Session that
ended May 30, the final repeal of the Trans Texas Corridor made it to the Governor’s desk, but with the passage of several key bills, it
essentially revives a Trans Texas Corridor-style sale of Texas infrastructure through controversial public private partnerships (PPPs). Several
segments of TTC-69 (most are connections to the Port of Houston) are authorized in SB 1420 and will move forward piece by piece as PPPs.

Rest of article here<http://et.ratepoint.com/0f80dfd7675b95b0486db6ea85598a66/59d47266a5a7855a8710b7df9cf8aa8a>.

OK-SAFE, Inc., PO Box 33148, Tulsa, OK 74153
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Oped
Date: Friday, July 27, 2012 8:44:00 AM

 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
From: Anneke Green [mailto:agreen@washingtontimes.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 7:52 PM
To: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Re: Oped
 
Hi Alex,
 
Thanks for the note.  Reached out to see if you'd be interested in being a part of a series called
Resisting Obamacare.  So far we've featured Gov. Rick Scott and Gov. Rick Perry.  We'd love to
share Gov. Fallin's perspective with our readers on what resisting Obamacare looks like in
Oklahoma.  Is it refusing to implement?  Waiting for the election?  You get the point.
 
They're typically 500-850 words.  We'd run it shortly after receiving it.  We'd want it to be
exclusive to The Washington Times for 24 hours and for any outlets running it after that to give us
credit.
 
Please let me know if we may feature the Governor as part of this series.  
 
Thanks much,
 
Anneke E. Green

Assistant Editorial Page Editor

The Washington Times

202/636-3305 | @annekeegreen
 
On Jul 26, 2012, at 10:48 AM, Alex Gerszewski wrote:

Anneke,
 
I received a voice mail from Jordan Smith in regards to an oped. I would be happy to help in any way I
can. Please let me know what you need and we can get the ball rolling.
 
Thanks,
 

x-msg://83/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=010003
x-msg://83/Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
x-msg://83/Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jul/6/florida-will-not-implement-obamacare-833758209/
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Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission is intended for the exclusive use of the 
individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the reader of this transmission 
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying 

of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any unauthorized copying, disclosure or 
distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is strictly forbidden.
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From: Audrey Rockwell
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:13:00 PM

 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:00:51 PM

Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
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confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy



between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires



contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com


favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=9000%20Broadway%20ext%20Oklahoma%20City%2073114
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins; Maria Maule;

Craig Perry; Travis Brauer
Cc: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: Open Records Request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 2:05:00 PM

Hello All,
 
We have received a new open records request regarding the healthcare exchange.  Please
send documents/emails to Audrey.  Also, please do not forget the open records request below
from Friday, November 16th.  If you could send any documents/emails related to this request
to Audrey, we would appreciate it!
 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records requests
attached.
 
1) any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision - both to reject the state setting up a
federally mandated health care exchange and for the state to not expand its Medicaid program - be
provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other
written forms of communication.
 
2) any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision to reject “early innovator” federal
money that would allow the state to set up a federally mandated health care exchange be provided
to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written
forms of communication to or from the Governor regarding the above specified issue.
 
3) any and all records related to the decision of the Governor’s office to reject Open Records
requests seeking information about Gov. Mary Fallin’s decisions in regard to the federal health care
mandates be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails,
memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins; Craig
Perry; Travis Brauer
Cc: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Hello All,
 
Can you please gather and send to Audrey any emails or documents that you may have for
the following Open Records Request.  Audrey will also need an estimate of the amount of
time you spent gathering the requested information. Thank you in advance.
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I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
 
 
 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
 

 

 

 

 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins; Maria Maule;

Craig Perry; Travis Brauer
Cc: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: Open Records Request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 2:05:33 PM

Hello All,
 
We have received a new open records request regarding the healthcare exchange.  Please
send documents/emails to Audrey.  Also, please do not forget the open records request below
from Friday, November 16th.  If you could send any documents/emails related to this request
to Audrey, we would appreciate it!
 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records requests
attached.
 
1) any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision - both to reject the state setting up a
federally mandated health care exchange and for the state to not expand its Medicaid program - be
provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other
written forms of communication.
 
2) any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision to reject “early innovator” federal
money that would allow the state to set up a federally mandated health care exchange be provided
to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written
forms of communication to or from the Governor regarding the above specified issue.
 
3) any and all records related to the decision of the Governor’s office to reject Open Records
requests seeking information about Gov. Mary Fallin’s decisions in regard to the federal health care
mandates be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails,
memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins; Craig
Perry; Travis Brauer
Cc: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Hello All,
 
Can you please gather and send to Audrey any emails or documents that you may have for
the following Open Records Request.  Audrey will also need an estimate of the amount of
time you spent gathering the requested information. Thank you in advance.
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I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
 
 
 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
 

 

 

 

 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins; Maria Maule;
Craig Perry; Travis Brauer

Cc: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: Open Records Request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:59:04 PM

Hello All,
 
 
We have received a new open records request regarding the healthcare exchange.  Please
send documents/emails to Audrey.  Also, please do not forget the open records request below
from Friday, November 16th.  If you could send any documents/emails related to this request
to Audrey, we would appreciate it!
 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records requests
attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents related to both Gov. Fallin's rejection
of the $54 million in federal "early innovator" funding regarding health care exchanges. The second
is regarding Gov. Fallin's decision on the state not setting up a health care exchange and the
Governor's decision not to expand medicare. The third request is seeking memos, e-mails or other
written communication regarding the decision to deny earlier open records requests for the
previous two items. If possible, let me know about how long you anticipate it will take to fill these
requests. Thank you.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins; Craig
Perry; Travis Brauer
Cc: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Hello All,
 
Can you please gather and send to Audrey any emails or documents that you may have for
the following Open Records Request.  Audrey will also need an estimate of the amount of
time you spent gathering the requested information. Thank you in advance.
 
 
 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
 
 
 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
 

 

 

 

 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: open records request re: consitutent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 12:59:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

FYI
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 12:59 PM
To: Cody Inman; Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins
Subject: open records request re: consitutent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
As predicted, OETA asking for constituent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance exchange. I
would like to be able to get these documents to him as quickly as possible, given all our other Open Records
woes. If its possible to get them to him today, lets do that.
 
He is baffled that we cannot store thousands of voicemails and give them to him. I wrote:
 
We have had hundreds, if not thousands, of voice messages on the issue of health insurance exchanges and
Medicaid expansion (as the chart I sent you shows). Does your voicemail system allow you to store thousands
of voicemails? Ours does not. We must listen to them and then delete them, otherwise no one else can leave
voicemails.
 
 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:42 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Dick Pryor
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thank you for the statistics.  I have to also say I know of no voice mail system that allows you to listen to a
message and determine what the caller had to say that then cannot save that message to be listened to again. 
Even the most primitive answering machine could do that.   I have to ask then what kind of system are you using
because otherwise it sounds like you listened to the messages and then made the decision to erase them.  That
would be contrary to the Open Records Law.  I realize you have had recent issues with the law and do not want
to add to those problems but I have to tell you,  your explanation so far falls short of explaining why citizen
messages to the chief executive of the state of Oklahoma cannot be maintained as required by the Open
Records Law. 
 
How about emails, I would consider those to be an Open Record also so are those available instead?
 
Thank you for your assistance so far
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:BSands@oeta.tv



bsands@oeta.tv
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
FYI they wanted me to clarify that our current system is not and cannot be set up to save voicemails, especially
such a large volume of voicemails.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:25 PM
To: 'Bob Sands'
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – talked to our public affairs people. They do not save the voicemails so we can’t offer that record.
However they did create a “support or oppose” spreadsheet for all voicemails, calls and letter concerning the
expansion of Medicaid and the creation of an exchange. that is included below.
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thanks Alex.  Where do I go or who do I contact to pick up the info under the open records request?
 
 
Bob S

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:12 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – our public affairs department says they will have the info re: your open records request compiled by the
end of the day.
 
The governor is unavailable for an on-camera interview but you are certainly welcome to reference the Fox
News bit. Thanks.
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Alex:
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   Todays is our last chance for an on camera interview concerning the Health Care decisions.  If we can’t do
them today we will probably use the interview the Governor did with Fox news to represent her side in this
matter. 
 
   On the open records request.  I need a response no later than tomorrow preferably today. 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: Re: interview request
 
Open records request received. 
I'll let you know about the interview (we did hold a press conference to announce the decision and take
questions from reporters at the time). 
It is not true that opinion pages and blogs have all been negative. The response, especially from conservative
corners of the mediasphere, has been positive. 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network.  I am
asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting up a health care
exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have almost all
been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they were recorded, I
would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal request for copies of those
recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax
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From: Audrey Rockwell
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: open records request re: consitutent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 1:00:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 12:59 PM
To: Cody Inman; Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins
Subject: open records request re: consitutent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
As predicted, OETA asking for constituent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance exchange. I
would like to be able to get these documents to him as quickly as possible, given all our other Open Records
woes. If its possible to get them to him today, lets do that.
 
He is baffled that we cannot store thousands of voicemails and give them to him. I wrote:
 
We have had hundreds, if not thousands, of voice messages on the issue of health insurance exchanges and
Medicaid expansion (as the chart I sent you shows). Does your voicemail system allow you to store thousands
of voicemails? Ours does not. We must listen to them and then delete them, otherwise no one else can leave
voicemails.
 
 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:42 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Dick Pryor
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thank you for the statistics.  I have to also say I know of no voice mail system that allows you to listen to a
message and determine what the caller had to say that then cannot save that message to be listened to again. 
Even the most primitive answering machine could do that.   I have to ask then what kind of system are you using
because otherwise it sounds like you listened to the messages and then made the decision to erase them.  That
would be contrary to the Open Records Law.  I realize you have had recent issues with the law and do not want
to add to those problems but I have to tell you,  your explanation so far falls short of explaining why citizen
messages to the chief executive of the state of Oklahoma cannot be maintained as required by the Open
Records Law. 
 
How about emails, I would consider those to be an Open Record also so are those available instead?
 
Thank you for your assistance so far
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax
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bsands@oeta.tv
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
FYI they wanted me to clarify that our current system is not and cannot be set up to save voicemails, especially
such a large volume of voicemails.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:25 PM
To: 'Bob Sands'
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – talked to our public affairs people. They do not save the voicemails so we can’t offer that record.
However they did create a “support or oppose” spreadsheet for all voicemails, calls and letter concerning the
expansion of Medicaid and the creation of an exchange. that is included below.
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thanks Alex.  Where do I go or who do I contact to pick up the info under the open records request?
 
 
Bob S

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:12 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – our public affairs department says they will have the info re: your open records request compiled by the
end of the day.
 
The governor is unavailable for an on-camera interview but you are certainly welcome to reference the Fox
News bit. Thanks.
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Alex:
 

mailto:bsands@oeta.tv
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:BSands@oeta.tv
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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   Todays is our last chance for an on camera interview concerning the Health Care decisions.  If we can’t do
them today we will probably use the interview the Governor did with Fox news to represent her side in this
matter. 
 
   On the open records request.  I need a response no later than tomorrow preferably today. 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: Re: interview request
 
Open records request received. 
I'll let you know about the interview (we did hold a press conference to announce the decision and take
questions from reporters at the time). 
It is not true that opinion pages and blogs have all been negative. The response, especially from conservative
corners of the mediasphere, has been positive. 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network.  I am
asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting up a health care
exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have almost all
been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they were recorded, I
would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal request for copies of those
recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

mailto:bsands@oeta.tv
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: open records request re: consitutent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 12:59:49 PM
Attachments: image001.png

FYI
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 12:59 PM
To: Cody Inman; Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins
Subject: open records request re: consitutent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance exchanges
 
As predicted, OETA asking for constituent correspondence on Medicaid expansion and insurance exchange. I
would like to be able to get these documents to him as quickly as possible, given all our other Open Records
woes. If its possible to get them to him today, lets do that.
 
He is baffled that we cannot store thousands of voicemails and give them to him. I wrote:
 
We have had hundreds, if not thousands, of voice messages on the issue of health insurance exchanges and
Medicaid expansion (as the chart I sent you shows). Does your voicemail system allow you to store thousands
of voicemails? Ours does not. We must listen to them and then delete them, otherwise no one else can leave
voicemails.
 
 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 11:42 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Dick Pryor
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thank you for the statistics.  I have to also say I know of no voice mail system that allows you to listen to a
message and determine what the caller had to say that then cannot save that message to be listened to again. 
Even the most primitive answering machine could do that.   I have to ask then what kind of system are you using
because otherwise it sounds like you listened to the messages and then made the decision to erase them.  That
would be contrary to the Open Records Law.  I realize you have had recent issues with the law and do not want
to add to those problems but I have to tell you,  your explanation so far falls short of explaining why citizen
messages to the chief executive of the state of Oklahoma cannot be maintained as required by the Open
Records Law. 
 
How about emails, I would consider those to be an Open Record also so are those available instead?
 
Thank you for your assistance so far
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
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bsands@oeta.tv
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
FYI they wanted me to clarify that our current system is not and cannot be set up to save voicemails, especially
such a large volume of voicemails.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:25 PM
To: 'Bob Sands'
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – talked to our public affairs people. They do not save the voicemails so we can’t offer that record.
However they did create a “support or oppose” spreadsheet for all voicemails, calls and letter concerning the
expansion of Medicaid and the creation of an exchange. that is included below.
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Thanks Alex.  Where do I go or who do I contact to pick up the info under the open records request?
 
 
Bob S

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 1:12 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Bob – our public affairs department says they will have the info re: your open records request compiled by the
end of the day.
 
The governor is unavailable for an on-camera interview but you are certainly welcome to reference the Fox
News bit. Thanks.
 

From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: interview request
 
Alex:
 

mailto:bsands@oeta.tv
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   Todays is our last chance for an on camera interview concerning the Health Care decisions.  If we can’t do
them today we will probably use the interview the Governor did with Fox news to represent her side in this
matter. 
 
   On the open records request.  I need a response no later than tomorrow preferably today. 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:28 PM
To: Bob Sands
Subject: Re: interview request
 
Open records request received. 
I'll let you know about the interview (we did hold a press conference to announce the decision and take
questions from reporters at the time). 
It is not true that opinion pages and blogs have all been negative. The response, especially from conservative
corners of the mediasphere, has been positive. 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network.  I am
asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting up a health care
exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have almost all
been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they were recorded, I
would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal request for copies of those
recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

mailto:bsands@oeta.tv
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:BSands@oeta.tv


bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Maisch, Don D.; Dewayne Moore (dmoore@odmhsas.org)
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:44:00 PM

Please see below.  The open records request regarding the Affordable Healthcare Act has been
modified.  Thank you.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 
The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct

 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=002410
mailto:DonM@health.ok.gov
mailto:dmoore@odmhsas.org
mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com


To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:00:34 PM

Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
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privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed



policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared



or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com


 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:00:34 PM

Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
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privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed



policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared



or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.
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Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:19:00 PM

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:59 PM
To: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Thanks. Zeke Campfield asks: "the govenor pledged to support both the law and intent of the
Oklahoma Open Records Act, but her general counsel has made clear, citing the U.S. Supreme Court
and federal law, that your office will likely not release "deliberative process" material or "executive
privilege" material. Neither of these citations come from Oklahoma law or Oklahoma court
decisions. So is she violating that pledge?"

Lets think about how to answer this. Hows this for a start:
Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide the public access to documents that
include xyz (please help with this!). She does not believe it is intended to allow access to
conversations between executive branch staff members working on draft documents, brainstorming
on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or otherwise acting in an
advisory role. Eliminating the privacy of those communications is outside of the scope of the Open
Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having open, candid
conversations about public policy using email." 

 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Rebecca Frazier; Audrey Rockwell 
Cc: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
He has limited the request for information.  This requests should be substituted for the one sent
earlier.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable
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Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
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no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative



techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 



I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:19:00 PM

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:59 PM
To: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Thanks. Zeke Campfield asks: "the govenor pledged to support both the law and intent of the
Oklahoma Open Records Act, but her general counsel has made clear, citing the U.S. Supreme Court
and federal law, that your office will likely not release "deliberative process" material or "executive
privilege" material. Neither of these citations come from Oklahoma law or Oklahoma court
decisions. So is she violating that pledge?"

Lets think about how to answer this. Hows this for a start:
Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide the public access to documents that
include xyz (please help with this!). She does not believe it is intended to allow access to
conversations between executive branch staff members working on draft documents, brainstorming
on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or otherwise acting in an
advisory role. Eliminating the privacy of those communications is outside of the scope of the Open
Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having open, candid
conversations about public policy using email." 

 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Rebecca Frazier; Audrey Rockwell 
Cc: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
He has limited the request for information.  This requests should be substituted for the one sent
earlier.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable
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Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
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no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative



techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 



I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:19:00 PM

 
 

From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:16 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
I would suggest a more general response like:  Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists
to provide the public access to the vast majority of information of state government.  To that end,
Governor Fallin has made internet access to more state information available than at any time in
Oklahoma history.  However, she does not believe it is intended to allow access to conversations …
 
I would also suggest dropping the last two words, since we don’t just withhold email.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:08 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Can u help with the "xyz" fill in the blank ... What do we consider a "record"? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:07 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Open Records request 
 
I did not tell him I was off the record since we were discussing limitation of his earlier request.  I like
your suggested comment. 
 
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Ok thanks. Just sent u a statement. We can either flesh mine out or let ur statements stand if you
are comfortable with that. 
Was your convo all on the record? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Cc: Rebecca Frazier 
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Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
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when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and



“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the



circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com


9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:19:00 PM

 
 

From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:16 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
I would suggest a more general response like:  Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists
to provide the public access to the vast majority of information of state government.  To that end,
Governor Fallin has made internet access to more state information available than at any time in
Oklahoma history.  However, she does not believe it is intended to allow access to conversations …
 
I would also suggest dropping the last two words, since we don’t just withhold email.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:08 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Can u help with the "xyz" fill in the blank ... What do we consider a "record"? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:07 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Open Records request 
 
I did not tell him I was off the record since we were discussing limitation of his earlier request.  I like
your suggested comment. 
 
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Open Records request
 
Ok thanks. Just sent u a statement. We can either flesh mine out or let ur statements stand if you
are comfortable with that. 
Was your convo all on the record? 
 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Cc: Rebecca Frazier 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=197252
mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov


Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege

mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com
mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov


when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and



“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the



circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com
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Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:00:00 PM

Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
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confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy



between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires



contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to
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favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter
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Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:00:00 PM

Zeke mentioned that he is working on a story on the Governor’s practice of invoking privilege in
some instances.  He asked stuff like “isn’t the Governor committed to the spirit of Open Records?”  I
responded that she has the most open administration in history.  All her decisions are public and
filed of record (unlike previous govs), she has more documents available for public view via internet,
has greater accountability of assets and greater access to public spending information.  He asked,
“isn’t not responding to our requests (as some did in the past) the same as telling us that we can’t
have documents?”  I said no, that this reflects a greater degree of transparency since we tell you
what we do and allow you to both report on our actions or take other appropriate action.  We are
committed to being transparent in all our actions.
 
Alex, I assume he will reach out to you on this issue.  Feel free to call if you have any questions.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
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confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy



between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires



contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to
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favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz; Rebecca Frazier; Audrey Rockwell
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:24:00 PM

He has limited the request for information.  This requests should be substituted for the one sent
earlier.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
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certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency



decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.



 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:51:30 PM
Attachments: Programexpans.docx

Moneyrec..docx
Records.docx

 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open
Records requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents
related to both Gov. Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator"
funding regarding health care exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's
decision on the state not setting up a health care exchange and the Governor's
decision not to expand medicare. The third request is seeking memos, e-mails or
other written communication regarding the decision to deny earlier open records
requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how long you
anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.

Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767
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Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision - both to reject the state setting up a federally mandated health care exchange and for the state to not expand its Medicaid program - be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com




Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision to reject “early innovator” federal money that would allow the state to set up a federally mandated health care exchange be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication to or from the Governor regarding the above specified issue.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com


Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to the decision of the Governor’s office to reject Open Records requests seeking information about Gov. Mary Fallin’s decisions in regard to the federal health care mandates be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com







From: Alex Weintz
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:51:11 PM
Attachments: Programexpans.docx

Moneyrec..docx
Records.docx

 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open
Records requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents
related to both Gov. Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator"
funding regarding health care exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's
decision on the state not setting up a health care exchange and the Governor's
decision not to expand medicare. The third request is seeking memos, e-mails or
other written communication regarding the decision to deny earlier open records
requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how long you
anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.

Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767
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Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision - both to reject the state setting up a federally mandated health care exchange and for the state to not expand its Medicaid program - be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com




Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision to reject “early innovator” federal money that would allow the state to set up a federally mandated health care exchange be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication to or from the Governor regarding the above specified issue.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com


Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to the decision of the Governor’s office to reject Open Records requests seeking information about Gov. Mary Fallin’s decisions in regard to the federal health care mandates be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com







From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz; Rebecca Frazier; Audrey Rockwell
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:24:45 PM

He has limited the request for information.  This requests should be substituted for the one sent
earlier.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
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certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency



decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.



 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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To: Maisch, Don D.; Dewayne Moore (dmoore@odmhsas.org)
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:41:32 PM

 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 
The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:52:00 PM
Attachments: Programexpans.docx

Moneyrec..docx
Records.docx

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Open Records request
 

 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records
requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents related to both Gov.
Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator" funding regarding health care
exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's decision on the state not setting up a health
care exchange and the Governor's decision not to expand medicare. The third request is
seeking memos, e-mails or other written communication regarding the decision to deny
earlier open records requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how
long you anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.
 
 
 
Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=197252
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Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision - both to reject the state setting up a federally mandated health care exchange and for the state to not expand its Medicaid program - be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com




Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision to reject “early innovator” federal money that would allow the state to set up a federally mandated health care exchange be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication to or from the Governor regarding the above specified issue.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com


Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to the decision of the Governor’s office to reject Open Records requests seeking information about Gov. Mary Fallin’s decisions in regard to the federal health care mandates be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com







From: Alex Weintz
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FW: Open Records Request
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 4:11:00 PM

J
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 3:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Nov. 8, 2012
 
Alex Weintz, spokeswoman
Oklahoma Govenor's Office
 
Dear Alex:
 
Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-24A.22, I am requesting that any and all records
related to the planning and development of a health insurance exchange, as mandated by the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act of 2010, be made available to me for inspection. These records should include, but not be
limited to, the following:
 
1. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “health care exchange” since 2010.
2. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “blueprint” since 2010.
3. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “Affordable Care Act” since 2010.
4. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the term “Obamacare” since 2010.
5. Planning documents that mention the words “health care exchange”
6. Any and all planning documents and correspondence in regards to the development of, or the preparing of a
blueprint for the presentation of, a state, federal, or state-federal health care exchange.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme
Court in 2003 said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies.[1] If
you claim such an exemption to my request under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, please cite in writing the
specific statutory exemption.
 
I note that Oklahomans “are vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government”
and that the purpose of the Oklahoma Open Records Act is “to ensure and facilitate the public’s right of access to
and review of government records so they may efficiently and intelligently exercise their inherent political
power.”[2] Given the intent of the Open Records Act, the Oklahoma Supreme Court said in 1986, government
officials must consider in ruling on records requests that “disclosure is to be favored over a finding of
exemption.”[3]
 
Please note that I am asking to inspect these records. I reserve, however, the right to request copies when the
records are examined.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act prohibits the charging of a search fee when the release of the “documents is in
the public interest, including, but not limited to, release to the news media, scholars, authors and taxpayers seeking
to determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
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performing their duties as public servants.”[4] I am a reporter for The Oklahoman, and I represent the citizens of
Oklahoma who are vested in ensuring their government is responsive to their wishes and needs, particularly when
the issue pertains to the spending of, or planned spending of, taxpayer dollars. My request clearly falls within this
provision of the Open Records Act and no search fee should be charged for this request.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide “prompt, reasonable access to its records,”[5]
which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning “only the time required to locate and
compile the public records.”[6]  Please respond to this request by no later than Nov. 12, 2012.
 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zeke Campfield
Report, The Oklahoman
9000 N Broadway Ext.
Oklahoma City, OK 73114
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
[1] Citizens Against Taxpayer Abuse, Inc. v. City of Oklahoma City, 2003 OK 65, ¶ 12 (“The public body urging
an exemption has the burden to establish the applicability of such exemption.”). See also Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla.
Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 23 n.15, 735 P.2d 548, 555 n.15 (“In any proceeding the party urging the
exemption of materials from disclosure will have the burden of proof to show the applicability of such an
exemption.”); 1995 OK AG 97, ¶ 5 (“The burden to establish a privilege of confidentiality rests upon the person or
entity that seeks to establish it.”).
 
[2] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.2 (OSCN 2001) (“As the Oklahoma Constitution recognizes and guarantees, all
political power is inherent in the people. Thus, it is the public policy of the State of Oklahoma that the people are
vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government.”).
 
[3] Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla. Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 22, 735 P.2d 548, 555 (“In ruling on a
request for disclosure the public body and the reviewing court must consider that, pursuant to the intent of the Open
Records Act, disclosure of information is to be favored over a finding of exemption.”). See also1995 OK AG 97, ¶
5 (“The Act is construed “to favor disclosure” over withholding information.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 3 (“It is clear
from this definition that the Act is intended to be quite broad in its coverage in the State. Similarly, the intent of the
Act requires that questions of doubt as to the accessibility of government records be resolved in favor of access.”).
 
[4] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(3). See also 1999 OK AG 55, ¶ 15 (“[A] search fee cannot be charged when release
of public records is in the public interest, such as release to the news media, scholars, authors or taxpayers seeking
to determine if government affairs are being properly performed.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 6 (citing Okla. Stat. tit. 51,
§ 24A.5(3) (1987)) (“[A] public body subject to the Act’s requirements may not charge a special ‘search fee’ to any
member of the news media who is seeking information in the public interest, such as attempts by such persons to
determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
performing their duties as public servants.”). “[T]here is no situation under which a member of the news media may
be lawfully charged a search fee by a public body. 51 O.S. 24A.5(3) … is quite clear on that point when it decrees
‘in no case’ may such search fees be assessed in such circumstances,” id. ¶ 5.
 
[5] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(5).
 
[6] 1999 OK AG 58, ¶ 15, ¶ 9 (relying upon Merrill v. Oklahoma Tax Comm’n, 1992 OK 53, 831 P.2d 634)
(“There is no provision in the Open Records Act for a public body to ‘withhold’ records for any amount of time,
however small. The duty to provide prompt and reasonable access is complied with only when a public body
properly attends to its duty to provide a record.”).
 



Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com
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From: Glenn Coffee
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Attorney General"s Healthcare Lawsuit
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:30:11 PM

It went fine.  This idea must have developed after our breakfast. I agree with your characterization of
it.

Sent from my iPad

On Nov 16, 2012, at 3:08 PM, "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

>
> So how did the discussion go this am, this letter seems to me to be political and purely self serving
and does nothing to change the situation we're in...why did they send?
>
>
> Begin forwarded message:
>
> From: "Rebecca Frazier" <Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov<mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov>>
> To: "Mary Fallin" 

> Cc: "Steve Mullins" <Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov<mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov>>, "Katie Altshuler"
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov<mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>>, "Denise Northrup"
<Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov<mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>>, "Glenn Coffee"
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov<mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov>>
> Subject: Attorney General's Healthcare Lawsuit
>
>
> Governor,
>
> Our office just received this letter sent to you from Attorney General Pruitt regarding implementation
of a state health insurance exchange and its impact on the Attorney General’s lawsuit.
>
> Thank you.
>
> Rebecca R. Frazier
> Deputy General Counsel
> Office of Governor Mary Fallin
> 2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
> Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
> (405) 522-8836
> Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov<mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov>
>
>
> <Letter from AG Pruitt re Health Care lawsuit.pdf>
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fwd: Anti-health care exchanges- media
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 7:22:27 PM

Idiots

Begin forwarded message:

From: Wendy Gregory <Wendy.Gregory@gov.ok.gov>
Date: November 12, 2012 6:17:28 PM CST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, Alex Weintz
<Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Anti-health care exchanges- media

https://www.facebook.com/#!/NullifyObamacareOK
 
Also Eddie Huff on KFAQ this morning told listeners that if they want to stop the federal exchange in OK, to call the
Governor's office.
 
I have 2 events tomorrow morning/noon, so I'll check messages tonight at the office and let you know what/how
many I have esp re: health care exchanges.
 
FYI.
 
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa  Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite  304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
(918) 581-2801
http://www.ok.gov/governor/ 
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fwd: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:37:41 AM
Attachments: linkedin57e847

facebook-iconf5423f
bealeclr-with-line-small527e23
twitter_newbird_boxed_whiteonblue30pta375f2

The reality is that there will be more people like this, including e paper. And if in fact
we are safe in re-elect, what are we worried about?(except the legislature
screaming, but if they have a better idea...)

Just something she's going to have to weigh. And soon!

Begin forwarded message:

From: Dick Beale >
Date: November 12, 2012 10:30:22 AM CST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, Katie Altshuler
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange

Dear Ms. Northrup and Ms. Altshuler,
 
The national election is over and like or not (Not!), we are going to have to deal with
prospect of Obamacare being implemented in Oklahoma. We can take the high road and
do it ourselves in a way that makes sense in Oklahoma or we can face the prospect of a
punitive installation of a Federal Exchange.
 
Governor Fallin needs to take a leadership position in this effort to do something positive
to protect the interests of Oklahomans. We can no longer have our state government held
hostage by a minority of over zealous, ultra-right wing fanatics. Governor Fallin risks
losing the support of many of us conservative realists who have supported her for many
years.
 
There is plenty of assistance in the wings waiting to be called into action to get a
state exchange in place and we have been given additional time by HHS to make it a
reality. We are not supporting Obamacare in principle, but making certain Oklahoma's
principles are preserved in the exchange process to the greatest extent possible.
 
Many of us have been working within the insurance industry for years to design a working
system. We believe that there will never be a better opportunity to have flexibility in
design than there is right now. 
 
Please share this with Governor Fallin and urge her to do the "right" thing.
 
Thank you for your time and support.
 
 

 Dick Beale
Senior Vice President
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Dick@bealepro.com

3000 NW 149th St., Oklahoma City, OK, 73134
P.O. Box 21880, Oklahoma City, OK, 73156

405-521-1600 or 800-530-4863
405-521-1610 fax 
www.bealepro.com
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From: Mary Fallin
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Christensen Wade
Subject: Re: FYI
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 6:59:39 PM

Interesting .
I am so glad I am not there....

Mary Fallin

On Jun 28, 2012, at 3:52 PM, Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> The US House of Representatives has scheduled a vote on full repeal of Obamacare for July 11th.
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From: Mary Fallin
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: FYI: Daily Oklahomn Editorial: Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are unfounded
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 4:16:43 PM

That's a good one
Thanks

Mary Fallin

On Jul 31, 2012, at 2:38 PM, Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

<image001.gif>

Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are unfounded

 
The Oklahoman Editorial | Published: July 31, 2012    <image002.gif>16

SUPPORTERS of President Barack Obama's health care law claim conservatives
offer no alternative other than a return to an untenable status quo.

In reality, Republicans have produced bold reform proposals that would allow
officials to both repeal and replace Obamacare.

Oklahoma's own U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Muskogee, introduced the Patients'
Choice Act in 2009 (along with U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., and others.)

Coburn's plan would grant individuals the same tax advantages employers get
for purchasing health insurance. That would greatly benefit Oklahoma's
countless self-employed farmers, ranchers and other entrepreneurs, as well as
uninsured workers.

Coburn's bill also gives every American a $2,290 tax credit (or $5,710 per family)
to buy health insurance. The tax credit would cover the employee's share of a
policy while the employer continues to cover the rest, as occurs currently. Any
remaining tax credit money could be used for a health savings account covering
routine medical expenses.

The legislation reforms Medicaid by giving low-income families an additional
$5,000 on top of their tax credit. That would provide a family $10,710 to buy
insurance coverage outside of Medicaid. Coburn notes that 40 percent of
doctors and hospitals nationally refuse to accept Medicaid patients due to low
payments. His plan would therefore improve low-income families' access to
health care.
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On the other hand, Obamacare doesn't address Medicaid's problems; it merely
supersizes the program.

Coburn's bill calls for state insurance exchanges giving citizens access to a wide
range of insurance products with guaranteed coverage regardless of age or pre-
existing conditions. Unlike Obamacare, Coburn's plan isn't financed by cutting
Medicare funding, and it doesn't require new spending or new taxes. One
independent estimate predicted Coburn's bill could save $70 billion and provide
coverage to a majority of uninsured Americans.

Ryan, budget guru of the U.S. House, has called for transforming Medicare to a
premium-support payment for currently younger workers and increasing
competitive bidding in the system. He also wants to convert the federal share of
Medicaid spending into a block grant for states, indexed for inflation and
population growth, allowing state-level reforms.

Liberals who decry repeal efforts act as though Obamacare has resolved health
care problems. It hasn't. Surveys indicate many experienced doctors are
considering retirement due to the law and fewer people may enter the medical
profession.

Steve Jacob, adjunct faculty with the University of North Texas Health Science
Center, estimates the United States will need to produce an additional 24,000
doctors annually for 20 years to meet demand under Obamacare. He notes one
in four Oklahoma physicians is 60 or older, and Oklahoma has only 69 primary-
care physicians for every 100,000 residents.

Health care costs are predicted to skyrocket under Obamacare. Jacob estimates
the average family premium in Oklahoma will be $22,128 by 2020 under
Obamacare, compared with $13,006 in 2010. Oklahoma employees' share will
nearly double while deductibles will surge to $5,200 from $1,977. The average
Oklahoma employee share of the premium and deductible combined would
comprise about 12.5 percent of median household income.

Obamacare is clearly unsustainable. It lacks buy-in from patients and doctors; its
financial impact on government finance and private incomes will be devastating.

Obamacare won't improve our health care woes. Coburn and Ryan show there
are sustainable alternatives to improve patient coverage without breaking the
bank.



Read more: http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-
gop-alternative-are-unfounded/article/3696764#ixzz22E7fDVEa

 

Read more: http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-
unfounded/article/3696764#ixzz22E7R2g7z
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Preston Doerflinger; Katie Altshuler; alex weintz
Subject: Re: Healthcare Call Follow-Up
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 7:45:01 PM

Yep, got it, sent to you as well so you'd be sure to see it...

On Nov 9, 2012, at 7:18 PM, "Mary Fallin" < t> wrote:

>
>
> Mary Fallin
>
> Begin forwarded message:
>
> From: Governor Bob McDonnell <bmcdonnell@RGA.ORG<mailto:bmcdonnell@RGA.ORG>>
> Date: November 9, 2012, 7:11:59 PM CST
> To: Governor Bob McDonnell <bmcdonnell@RGA.ORG<mailto:bmcdonnell@RGA.ORG>>
> Cc: Phil Cox <pcox@RGA.ORG<mailto:pcox@RGA.ORG>>, Marie Sanderson
<msanderson >>
> Subject: Healthcare Call Follow-Up
>
> Dear Governors:
>
> Thank you for joining what I believe to have been a very productive healthcare conference call today. 
While we acknowledge that as governors we must do what is best for our unique states, we agreed that
we must work together to have the ability to have reasoned and substantive discussions with the
Administration.  As requested, unless you are under pressure from your constituencies to move forward
before November 16th, we request that you  “keep your powder dry” until that date.  We look forward
to additional conversations in Las Vegas.
>
> Today,  HHS sent a letter indicating that while they were: 1)pushing back the deadline for a state to
decide on a partnership exchange, and 2) pushing back the deadline to submit your state-based
exchange blueprint, the deadline to announce if you will build a state based exchange is still November
16th.  This morning, we learned that very few governors were at the point where they had enough
information to make such a decision before November 16th due to the lack of information HHS has
provided governors.  Thus, as discussed on the conference call, Governor Jindal and I will send a letter
to President Obama on Monday or Tuesday reiterating our unanswered questions and requesting a
meeting with the President.  Attached to this email is a letter we sent on September 27th with similar
questions.  Please ask your top healthcare advisors to review this list and indicate to us if they have any
additional questions they would like to have asked. Please submit those questions to Marie Sanderson
at MSanderson > or  this weekend.
>
> Lastly, many of you indicated the importance of charting a positive course forward.  Your chief of
staff and healthcare advisors have been notified that the RGPPC will host a top level, confidential
healthcare meeting in Baton Rouge on November 19th.  See information attached.  RGPPC will pay for
one official from each state to attend.  Should your state be unable to join this November 19th
conversation in person, please submit your top 5 requests to the Obama Administration in writing to
Marie Sanderson by November 19th. In addition, this group will resume consideration of the healthcare
plan our staff drafted this summer.  Similarly, attached is the report the RGPPC released in 2011 on
Medicaid.
>
> Thank you for your work on this important issue. I look forward to seeing most of you next week.
>
> Bob

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
mailto:maryfallin@sbcglobal.net
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mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:aweintz@gmail.com
mailto:bmcdonnell@RGA.ORG
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>
>
> Governor Robert F. McDonnell
> 804-786-4273 (main)
>  (direct)
>
>
> <2012 9 27 RGA Letter to President Final.pdf>
> <RGPPC_Medicaid_Report[1].pdf>
> <Agenda and Reply Form - Healthcare Working Group - Baton Rouge LA.PDF>



From: Mary Fallin
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Preston Doerflinger; Katie Altshuler; alex weintz
Subject: Fwd: Healthcare Call Follow-Up
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 7:18:17 PM
Attachments: 2012 9 27 RGA Letter to President Final.pdf

ATT00004.htm
RGPPC_Medicaid_Report[1].pdf
ATT00005.htm
Agenda and Reply Form - Healthcare Working Group - Baton Rouge LA.PDF
ATT00006.htm

Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: Governor Bob McDonnell <bmcdonnell@RGA.ORG>
Date: November 9, 2012, 7:11:59 PM CST
To: Governor Bob McDonnell <bmcdonnell@RGA.ORG>
Cc: Phil Cox <pcox@RGA.ORG>, Marie Sanderson
< >
Subject: Healthcare Call Follow-Up

Dear Governors:
 
Thank you for joining what I believe to have been a very productive healthcare
conference call today.  While we acknowledge that as governors we must do what
is best for our unique states, we agreed that we must work together to have the
ability to have reasoned and substantive discussions with the Administration.  As
requested, unless you are under pressure from your constituencies to move
forward before November 16th, we request that you  “keep your powder dry” until
that date.  We look forward to additional conversations in Las Vegas.
 
Today,  HHS sent a letter indicating that while they were: 1)pushing back the
deadline for a state to decide on a partnership exchange, and 2) pushing back the
deadline to submit your state-based exchange blueprint, the deadline to announce
if you will build a state based exchange is still November 16th.  This morning, we
learned that very few governors were at the point where they had enough
information to make such a decision before November 16th due to the lack of
information HHS has provided governors.  Thus, as discussed on the conference
call, Governor Jindal and I will send a letter to President Obama on Monday or
Tuesday reiterating our unanswered questions and requesting a meeting with the
President.  Attached to this email is a letter we sent on September 27th with
similar questions.  Please ask your top healthcare advisors to review this list and
indicate to us if they have any additional questions they would like to have asked.
Please submit those questions to Marie Sanderson at MSanderson@rgppc.org or
(601) 946 4529 this weekend.
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September 27, 2012 


 


 


 


The Honorable Barack Obama 


President of the United States 


The White House 


1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 


Washington, DC 20500 


 


Dear President Obama:  


 


On July 10, 2012, I submitted to you a letter that detailed 30 questions from Republican 


governors regarding the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). We continue to 


wait for answers to most of our questions, and while your administration responded to some of 


them, the answers were not substantial enough to take responsible action. Today, we write again, 


hoping that more information will be provided.  


 


As stated several times before, we continue to maintain that the PPACA remains 


seriously flawed both conceptually and technically. Our explanation isn’t new, we believe the 


law favors dependency over personal responsibility and will ultimately destroy the private 


insurance market. In its current form, the law will increase health care costs and likely lead to the 


disruption or discontinuation of millions of Americans’ insurance plans. The new federal 


subsidies anticipated that enable exchanges are unaffordable given the crushing federal budget 


deficits and record national debt, and states cannot afford significant Medicaid expansions.  For 


most governors, Medicaid growth even before PPACA was exorbitant and consuming a growing 


share of state budgets. While we strive to balance our budgets at the state level, we do not 


understand how the federal government can begin to afford to implement PPACA, with deficits 
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already over $1 trillion in every year of your presidency, and the debt growing $5 trillion in the 


past 3 years to an outrageous record of nearly $16 trillion. 


 


For emphasis, we will again repeat that we wish you would have stood by your statement 


three years ago when you correctly told Senate Democrats, ―[a]s we move forward on health 


reform, it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare or Medicaid to increase 


the rolls, to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform.  And let me repeat this 


principle: If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very difficult for us to expand 


coverage.  These two things go hand in hand.  Another way of putting it is we can’t simply put 


more people into a broken system that doesn’t work.‖ 


 


Unfortunately, that is precisely what has been done—PPACA, if implemented by the 


states, would put more people, 16-20 million individuals, into a broken Medicaid system.  A 


system that lacks real tools and flexibility to afford states the opportunity to be creative and 


implement true Medicaid reforms. Twice now, we have sent you and Congressional leadership 


the detailed plan documents to craft such reforms. We continue to wait for a response and have 


enclosed yet another copy for your team to review.  


 


While believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the PPACA, states continue to 


confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions in the wake of the Supreme Court 


decision.   Before making any final policy decisions, governors must carefully consider the short 


and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of 


significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs.  


 


In addition to determining whether Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its 


citizens, states face other PPACA-related decisions, like whether to establish a state-based 


health-insurance exchange, enter into a partnership exchange or accept the default of a federal 


exchange.  As the exchange issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being tasked with 


shouldering all the responsibility without any authority.  


 


We respectfully request the Administration provide the detailed work plan that 


demonstrates how the aggressive deadlines for the creation of a federally-facilitated health 


insurance exchange deadlines will be met.  If they cannot be met, the responsible course would 


be for HHS to level with us and the American people.   


 


The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation – for 


decades to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose wisely. We have taken 


the liberty of listing below some of the critical questions that must have answers before states 


can determine best how to proceed. You will notice that of the 30 questions originally put 


forward in the July 10 letter, the vast majority remain unanswered.  
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Healthcare Exchanges:  


 


1) Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised 


and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme 


Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to 


interface with Medicaid). What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations? 


 


2) When will preliminary and subsequent final rules be issued on essential health 


benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued? 


 


3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 


Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect extensions of the 


deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme Court 


ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and 


enrollment functions?  In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing 


a partnership exchange?  Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a 


federal exchange?   


 


4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 


considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How will the long 


term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be sustained? 


 


5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a 


charge to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax credit/cost-sharing reduction 


service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance programs. Will there be a 


charge? And, if so, how much will it be? 


 


6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? 


The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal 


exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange 


is better for our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will 


be.  Taking grant money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a 


federal exchange makes more sense for a particular state. 


 


7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 


states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to 


have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work. 
 


8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal 


government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states, when 
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will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be 


released? 
 


9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate 


money will seek to defund exchanges. Can you explain how the enactment provisions 


of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without 


Congressional action to appropriate money?   


 


10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants 


if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to increase 


taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an 


exchange at risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case? 


 


11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, 


and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better?  Will the federal 


government claw back these grant dollars from the states? 


 


12)  The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has pointed out a provision in the law that 


reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people will 


qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and smaller 


subsidy. Does the Administration support that change, and if so, how would you pay 


for it? If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to buy insurance if 


federal subsidies are shrinking? 


 


13) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, 


states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for 


all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the 


Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), 


advance tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options Program 


(SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves another major question on the table.  What 


about all of the other social service programs? Will states still be able to create an 


eligibility system for all social service programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism? 


 


14) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of 


Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must be 


included in every exchange. When will the rules be released detailing the 


requirements and timeline for multi-state plans? How OPM structures these rules can 


be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market. 


 







5 
 


15) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 


financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high 


risk pool or an exchange? 


 
Medicaid 


 


1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 


topics? 


 


2) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 


poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced 


federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for ―newly covered‖ 


populations?  


 


3) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100% 


FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP? 


 


4) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to 


the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal 


match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you waive the 


MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to 


comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion 


funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective? 


 


5) Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care codes, 


are you going to issue rules and guidance in time for implementation? Do you plan on 


extending it? If so, how are you going to pay for it? Congressional Republicans have 


expressed opposition to any funding for PPACA.   


 


6) How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria for eligibility that will be 


included in MAGI? 


 


7) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but 


then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 


enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population? 


 


8) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population 


that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability provisions, the 


use of high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at 


the state’s choice?  
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9) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 


options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give further input 


on the needed reforms? 


 


10) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not 


committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be 


exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical 


services given to these individuals?  


 


11) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 


accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?  


 


12) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a 


methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will 


HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that 


does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state absorb the 


full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as 


part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs 


for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care services? 
 


There will inevitably be more questions that will arise as additional guidance flows from 


your Administration.  With just 15 months until the anticipated implementation date of 


PPACA, we would appreciate prompt answers. 
 


Thank you for your attention to this important matter facing states and the country. We 


look forward to learning from your responses.   


 


Sincerely, 


 


 
 


Governor Bob McDonnell, RGA Chairman 


Commonwealth of Virginia 















 
 
 
 
 


A New Medicaid: 
A Flexible, Innovative and Accountable Future 


 
 


Republican Governors Public Policy Committee  
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The Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC) is the official policy 
organization of the nation’s Republican governors.  The RGPPC brings together 31 state 
governors to speak with one voice on public policy issues that impact their states.1 
 
This report is a collection of policy ideas from the RGPPC Health Care Task Force.  This 
report does not constitute an endorsement of the policy prescription by any specific 
governor.  Instead, these policy proposals should be viewed as among the best ideas 
from the states to be considered in reforming the nation’s health care system.  While this 
report is focused on specific solutions for the Medicaid program, it is important to note 
that Medicaid is only one segment of the entire health care system and cannot be 
considered separately from the overall health care insurance system.   


 
 


                                                           
1
 In this report, the term “states” generally refers to the governments of the states, the territories and the District 


of Columbia. 
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Introduction: The Critical Role of Governors in Achieving Health Care Reform                                


 
In May 2011, House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred Upton and Senate 
Finance Committee Ranking Member Senator Orrin Hatch sent a joint letter to Republican 
governors seeking their guidance in reforming and improving the Medicaid program.  Chairman 
Upton and Senator Hatch described the urgent need for reform in grave terms stating, “We are 
concerned that the program is failing patients; is a target for waste, fraud and abuse; and is 
bankrupting both state and federal governments.”  
 
Republican governors share Chairman Upton and Senator Hatch’s concerns and have accepted 
the charge of outlining for Congress a set of guiding principles for a new Medicaid.  Since May, 
the Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC) Health Care Task Force has 
facilitated an ongoing and substantive dialogue among Republican governors centered on 
addressing the challenges of the nation’s Medicaid crisis.  In June, 29 Republican governors 
submitted written principles to Chairman Upton and Senator Hatch. These seven guiding 
principles are central to building a flexible, innovative and accountable future for the Medicaid 
program. 
 
A New Medicaid: A Flexible, Innovative and Accountable Future is the culmination of the 
combined efforts of policymakers and health care administrators in the nation’s Republican-led 
states. This report will serve as the basis for dialogue during the upcoming RGPPC-sponsored 
Health Care Summit to be held in Washington D.C., on Oct. 24-25, 2011.2 The summit will 
feature governors, their senior health care staff, key House and Senate staff, and 
representatives from both the private sector and policy community. Together, stakeholders will 
engage in a serious – and much-needed – discussion focused on Medicaid reform and the policy 
options proposed by the nation’s Republican governors. 
 
The RGPPC Health Care Summit is significant in that it will bring forward specific policy solutions 
for health care reform from the nation’s governors for the first time.  Despite repeated efforts 
by governors from both parties to engage in the debate leading up to the passage of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), the White House largely ignored state input.3 This 
is in stark contrast to the welfare reform debate of the 1990s, in which governors played a 
major role in identifying the solutions that culminated in the 1996 passage of the bipartisan 
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act.   
 
By carrying out a partisan and exclusively federal debate, the White House only made the 
health care crisis worse. Today, Americans are no closer to affordable health care with the 
passage of the PPACA than they were before the debate began. This makes the RGPPC’s efforts 


                                                           
2
 The Health Care Summit was originally scheduled for Aug. 29-30, 2011, but was rescheduled due to Hurricane 


Irene. 
3
 Governors from both parties were excluded from the White House-arranged health care reform meeting at Blair 


House on Feb. 25, 2010, which was billed as a bipartisan, open and honest discussion among health care reform’s 
key stakeholders.  
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to identify improvements to provide health care to the most vulnerable individuals all the more 
important.   
 
The PPACA expansion of the Medicaid program is the largest expansion of this program in 
history. As a result, we are deeply concerned the existing challenges Medicaid faces today will 
be exacerbated by the program’s unprecedented growth over the next few years. We must 
think about a new Medicaid program—one that more easily adjusts to the needs, ideas and 
culture of each state. 
 
Republican governors stand ready to work with Congress and the Administration to develop a 
better and more efficient Medicaid system, one that gives states greater flexibility, spurs 
delivery innovation, encourages greater accountability, and reduces the cost of the program to 
states and the federal government alike. 
 
Governors and states that provided input for this report include:   
 
Governor Robert Bentley, Alabama 
Governor Sean Parnell, Alaska 
Governor Jan Brewer, Arizona 
Governor Rick Scott, Florida 
Governor Nathan Deal, Georgia 
Governor Eddie Baza Calvo, Guam 
Governor Butch Otter, Idaho  
Governor Mitch Daniels, Indiana 
Governor Terry Branstad, Iowa 
Governor Sam Brownback, Kansas 
Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana  
Governor Paul LePage, Maine 
Governor Rick Snyder, Michigan 
Governor Haley Barbour, Mississippi 
Governor Dave Heineman, Nebraska 
Governor Brian Sandoval, Nevada 


Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey 
Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico 
Governor Jack Dalrymple, North Dakota 
Governor John Kasich, Ohio 
Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma 
Governor Tom Corbett, Pennsylvania 
Governor Luis Fortuno, Puerto Rico  
Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina 
Governor Dennis Daugaard, South Dakota  
Governor Bill Haslam, Tennessee 
Governor Rick Perry, Texas  
Governor Gary Herbert, Utah 
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia  
Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin 
Governor Matt Mead, Wyoming
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Medicaid and the States 


 
States have always played a central role in ensuring medical care for the neediest 
Americans.  Until 1965, health care for low-income and disabled citizens was a state and 
local issue with limited federal involvement. With the passage of Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act of 1965, Medicaid was created as a means-tested joint program, or 
“partnership,” between the federal and state governments. 
 
Under this joint program, states could design and administer their own programs, but 
the federal government would monitor the programs and establish requirements for 
service delivery, quality and eligibility standards. To determine federal funding levels, 
the Social Security Act of 1965 outlined Federal Medical Assistance Percentages (FMAP) 
to calculate the federal government’s financial contribution to each state’s specific 
program. The FMAP rates are based on each state’s three-year rolling average per capita 
income compared to the continental United States income.i  In 2010, the federal 
government paid a nationwide average of 57 cents on every dollar spent on Medicaid.ii 
 
Over the past 45 years, the Medicaid program has evolved into a cumbersome, 
complicated and unaffordable burden on nearly every state. The Department of Health 
and Human Services Centers for Medicare & Medicaid (CMS) 2010 Actuarial Report on 
the Financial Outlook for Medicaid paints a grim picture for the more than 45 states and 
the District of Columbia that have projected budget shortfalls for FY 2012.iii  State 
Medicaid expenditures are projected to reach $327.6 billion by FY 2019, increasing at a 
compounded annual growth rate of 9.8 percent, or more than twice the historical rate.iv  
 
The dramatic increase in projected state Medicaid expenditures is in large part due to 
the PPACA, which mandates states expand their Medicaid eligibility standards to include 
all individuals at or below 138 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) beginning in 
2014.4 
 
Annual state Medicaid rolls have swelled to more than 69.5 million enrollees, or more 
than 1 in 5 Americans, in 2011.v  Medicaid enrollment now exceeds Medicare 
enrollment by more than 8.1 million people on an average monthly basis.vi  After 
PPACA’s mandated eligibility expansion goes into effect in 2014, CBO projects that an 
additional 25.6 million peoplevii will enroll in Medicaid in the next decade, increasing 
state administrative costs by $12 billion.viii  Overall, PPACA’s new eligibility groups are 
expected to cost the states a total of more than $118 billion through 2023.ix


 


 
Beyond the administrative demands of expanded Medicaid eligibility, the inclusion of 
tax credits for individuals up to 400 percent of the FPL, under the PPACA, poses an 


                                                           
4
 The PPACA mandates states expand eligibility standards to 133 percent of the FPL, but includes a 


subsequent provision that disregards the first 5 percent of an individual’s income, therefore making the 
expansion equivalent to 138 percent of the FPL. 
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access to care concern for enrollees, the insured and states.  Today, coverage by 
Medicaid does not immediately equate to access to appropriate care.  Increasingly, 
individuals and families enrolled in the Medicaid program face barriers to receiving care 
from primary care physicians, specialists and behavioral health professionals.   
 
The PPACA only exacerbates the access problem as Medicaid rolls are expected to 
balloon to more than 95.1 million Americans.x  Left unaddressed, the negative impact 
will be felt financially and from a public health perspective as current Medicaid patients 
routinely receive services delivered in the most costly care settings (i.e., emergency 
rooms): 


 A nationwide survey of physicians, published in June 2010, found that 
54.5 percent of primary care physicians, 45.6 percent of medical 
specialists, and 49.3 percent of surgical specialists are no longer 
accepting new Medicaid patients.xi 


 In a separate 2010 survey of 1,800 emergency room physicians, 71 
percent of respondents expect emergency visits to increase, and 47 
percent anticipate conditions will worsen for patients.xii 


 Even more overutilization of America’s emergency departments by 
Medicaid enrollees could cost states, hospitals and physicians as much as 
$35.8 billion over the next decade in unaccounted for expenditures.xiii 


 
Medicaid is a severe budgetary threat to states and a barrier to quality care for the 
neediest Americans. Washington is passing the buck on budget leadership and 
entitlement reform without giving states the freedom to design a program that works 
best for their citizens.  Bending the unsustainable trajectory of the Medicaid program 
will require flexibility, accountability and innovative solutions at the state level.  
 
Congress and the Administration cannot continue to simply shift the cost of the 
Medicaid program onto states in an effort to proclaim federal deficit reduction. As 
governors, we believe there is an opportunity to reduce Medicaid costs for both states 
and the federal government while improving the quality of the program overall. 
Financing reforms at the federal level must be partnered with new and aggressive state 
flexibility measures that provide every governor and state government the ability to 
best manage their programs.  
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Moving Forward: Flexibility, Innovation and Accountability  


 
The first and best step toward a successful Medicaid transformation is repealing the 
PPACA and replacing it with market-based, common sense reforms to our health care 
system.  As discussed earlier in this document, true health care reform cannot be done 
in a silo or only through Medicaid.  For example, reform of the tax code is essential to 
true reform of our health care system.   
 
All components of the health care system should be part of the reform efforts. 
Regardless of the outcome of the PPACA debate, Medicaid must be transformed – not 
just reformed around the edges or managed through the cumbersome and outdated 
waiver process. If the PPACA is upheld by the Supreme Court, it will be essential to have 
a Medicaid program that taps into the innovation that states have been known for 
throughout the history of the Medicaid program.5  Therefore, it is imperative that the 
system be modified immediately to assist states with their current programs.   
 
States must have the flexibility to create and manage a Medicaid program within their 
boundaries that is consistent with each state's needs and culture.  Each state Medicaid 
program should be accountable for measured improvement in the health status of their 
Medicaid populations based on quality and outcome metrics,6 rather than compliance 
with bureaucratic processes that, in too many cases, have no impact on improving the 
lives of the most vulnerable Americans, or promoting efficiency and prudent utilization 
of taxpayers’ dollars.  Measurements of health status should include items that reflect 
individual behavior and responsibility in one’s own health.   
 
The policy options presented in this report are the result of discussions among 
numerous state officials (i.e., governors, secretaries of health and human services; 
Medicaid program directors and representatives; and governors’ senior policy staffs). 
States may choose to utilize these policies to transform their respective Medicaid 
programs into cost-effective and efficient operations that emphasize a patient-centered 
approach to achieve higher quality outcomes. Outlined in this document are policy 


                                                           
5
 In Oklahoma, SoonerCare deployed utilization review to identify and educate frequent Medicaid 


Emergency Room (ER) users (4 or more visits per quarter).  From January 2006 to March 2009,  
SoonerCare contacted 20,491 members that accounted for 107,435 ER visits during that period. The state 
estimates that the utilization review program led to a reduction of 51,628 visits (48%) and a savings of 
more than $12 million in unnecessary ER expenditures.  
In Pennsylvania, the Healthy Hoops program was established in response to an increase in asthma-related 
hospital admissions. By targeting the at-risk population, the state deployed a comprehensive approach 
that led to a 10% increase in medication adherence and a dramatic decline in ER use.  
In Arizona, the adoption of a statewide Medicaid managed care model resulted in a 7% savings over fee-
for-service delivery over a 10-year period. 
6
 For example, the number of people who are monitoring their A1C (blood sugar) measurements; a 


decline in readmission rates and emergency room visits; weight loss and disease management; or 
medication adherence. 
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solutions that would increase Medicaid’s efficiency and effectiveness as a part of the 
overall health care delivery system regardless of whether or not PPACA is repealed.  
 
Policy Solutions 


 
A New Medicaid:  A Flexible, Innovative and Accountable Future offers a pathway for 
true innovation in our Medicaid programs as state leaders seek to provide cost effective, 
quality health care for their most vulnerable populations.  
 
Principle #1:  States are best able to make decisions about the design of their health 
care systems based on their respective needs, culture and the values of each state. 
 
The term “partnership” between states and the federal government is a misnomer. 
Rather than acting as a partner, the federal government dictates and micromanages 
rules and regulations that, in many cases, impede a state’s ability to innovate and create 
programs that improve the health of its citizens and contain costs.  Medicaid programs 
are and should be far more accountable to its citizens at the state and local levels, both 
in the scope and quality of services provided and the budgetary reality, than to current 
procedural regulations and rules issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS).   
 
Solution #1: Provide states the option to define and negotiate a broad outcome-based 
Program Operating Agreement (POA) with CMS. The only notification required would be 
when a state elects to update or change an agreed upon POA.  States would publicly 
report the outcome measures established within the POA on a routine basis. CMS 
oversight should only be triggered when there is a significant deviation in the reported 
versus projected measure.  The number of measures should be finite.  Eliminate the 
onerous federal review process for operating the Medicaid program within each state, 
such as requiring waivers for designing systems, benefits, services, and payment and 
reimbursement rates.  The relationship between the federal and state government 
should be based on the principles of value-based purchasing rather than rigorous, 
complex and lengthy processes.   
 
Solution #2: States can create a specific “dashboard” to measure accountability utilizing 
recognized measures of quality, cost, access and customer satisfaction that reflects the 
states’ priorities and permits an assessment of program performance over time. Where 
possible, states will utilize the expertise of state, local and national organizations that 
have developed appropriate measures. In many cases, states already have developed 
extensive measures of quality and accountability, including customer satisfaction. These 
dashboards should utilize those processes instead of recreating onerous administrative 
burdens for states.  
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Solution #3:  Repeal Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirements established by the 
PPACA.  This would return flexibility to states and allow them to make changes in 
eligibility that are essential to the efficient and effective operation of their programs. 
 
Solution #4:  Program integrity should be the responsibility of the state. Currently, 
common practice is to utilize federal contractors for program integrity initiatives, most 
of whom are not familiar with individual state programs and simply engage in “pay and 
chase,” where claims are paid and then states seek payments afterward. Instead, states 
and their staffs should be able to utilize existing federal funding sources to proactively 
fight fraud and abuse activities. 
 
Solution #5:  Require the federal government to take full responsibility for the 
uncompensated care costs of treating illegal aliens. 
 
Principle #2:  States should have the opportunity to innovate by using flexible, 
accountable financing mechanisms that are transparent and hold states accountable 
for efficiency and quality health care. Such mechanisms may include a block grant, a 
capped allotment outside of a waiver, or other accountable and transparent financing 
approaches. 
 
The Medicaid program currently has a variety of federal matching rates based on 
program areas (e.g., administration, benefits, state Children's Health Insurance Program 
(SCHIP), information technology), as well as a Federal Medical Assistance Percentage 
(FMAP) methodology that is both outdated and not responsive to a state’s true financial 
need.  
 
It is almost impossible for anyone to understand the scope and complexity of funding 
for Medicaid. Medicaid financing should be fully transparent and consistent with the 
goals of providing assistance to states with a significant percentage of their population 
at or below the poverty level.  Every financial system should be designed to encourage 
innovation and efficient delivery of health care services. 
 
Solution #6:  Allow states to pilot self-directed alignment structures for state and federal 
health care programs to reduce the incidence of cost-shifting from one program to 
another, encourage efficiency in complementary programs and ensure program 
integrity. 
 
Solution #7:  Federal and state financial participation in the Medicaid program should be 
rational, predictable and reasonable.  As aforementioned, the dramatic expansion of 
Medicaid scheduled for 2014 could have dire consequences on the management of the 
program. Because of PPACA, there are essentially two different programs within 
Medicaid and states are expected to maintain duplicate systems for program eligibility 
and program financing.  
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Solution #8:  If a state can demonstrate budget neutrality, provide states the ability to 
use state or local funding, now spent as match funding, for certain health services that 
would pay for Medicaid services or health system improvements that are currently not 
“matchable,” but are cost effective and improve the value of the Medicaid program. 
This could include Health Information Exchanges, increased benefits for some 
individuals, improved care management and local care coordination, and pilot programs 
to test innovations. 
 
Solution #9:  States should be encouraged to develop innovative programs to reduce 
chronic illnesses and the burden of associated health care costs to individuals and the 
taxpayers.  Allow states to invest in alternative programs that reduce hospital 
emergency room visits and other community-based programs to reduce 
hospitalizations. 
 
Solution #10:  Program integrity should be the responsibility of the states. In order to 
properly insure the taxpayers’ investment in Medicaid is protected:  


 All sources of federal funding allocated to combat waste, fraud and abuse should 
be included in any block grant or alternative financing mechanism proposal.  


 An enhanced contingency fee should be paid to states for increasing their efforts 
to decrease waste, fraud and abuse. The current system’s development 
matching rate of 90/10 should be allowed for improvements to states’ current 
fraud and abuse, and eligibility systems. Innovative programs that show a 
positive return on investment for both the state and federal governments should 
be allowed without the onerous waiver process. 


 The entire appeals process for any recoupments and overpayments should be 
exhausted prior to paying the federal share of the recovery. 


 
Principle #3:  Medicaid should be focused on quality, value-based purchasing and 
patient-centered programs that work in concert to improve the health of states’ 
citizens and drive value over volume, quality over quantity, and, at the same time, 
contain costs.   
 
Alternative payment mechanisms, including those where payments are capitated,7 
present a host of policy solutions for state policymakers.  These alternative mechanisms 
have enabled states to improve access to care through private insurance networks, 
facilitate care coordination across providers, instill provider accountability and deliver 
better outcomes.  But the federal government continues to present numerous barriers 
to their use within the Medicaid program by requiring a state to go through the 
cumbersome, subjective waiver process to implement innovative alternative payment 
mechanisms, or include individuals who are exempt from these plans but would benefit 
from care coordination.    


                                                           
7
A set or actuarially sound global provider fee is established regardless of the types or volume of 


treatment. 
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Unless a state is granted a waiver, there are restrictions on which Medicaid populations 
can participate in alternative payment methodologies and how much control plans can 
exert over provider networks.  These restrictions limit the effectiveness of care 
coordination and shortchange Medicaid recipients.  Existing restrictions include: a 
requirement to offer the program statewide or meet certain CMS population 
requirements, limits on cost sharing (co-payments, deductibles, co-insurance), limits on 
closed network providers/services, retroactivity (requiring payment of all covered 
services provided within three months of being determined eligible), and requirements 
related to the number of plans offering managed Medicaid services.  
 
Solution #11:  Provide states with the flexibility, without requesting waivers or initiating 
the state plan amendment process, to pay providers based on providers meeting quality 
care and value-based criteria rather than the current fee-for-service approach.  Allow 
innovative payment methodologies to encourage care coordination for all Medicaid 
eligibles, without exception.  Other options could be capitated payments, shared 
savings, and incentive arrangements when such payments encourage coordination, 
reduce cost shifting and improve care delivery.   
 
Solution #12:  Provide states with the ability to implement bundling projects (a provider 
is paid an amount for a discrete event, such as hip replacement, and that provider pays 
other providers for all necessary care for the event, with providers sharing in savings). 
 
Solution #13:  Give states the ability to use only one managed care organization if client 
volume in an area is insufficient to support two. CMS now requires at least two 
managed care organizations in each area. 
 
Principle #4:  States must be able to streamline and simplify the eligibility process to 
ensure coverage for those most in need, and states must be able to enforce reasonable 
cost sharing for those able to pay. 
 
 A national discussion regarding Medicaid eligibility and the scope of government 
assistance is urgently needed.  In addition, a plan for self-sufficiency, where possible, 
similar to that designed in welfare reform, must be part of that discussion.  
  
Solution #14:  Establish reasonable, rational and consistent asset tests for eligibility.  
Amend PPACA’s definitions of income to count child support payments (current law in 
Medicaid), and reverse the use of Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) in order to 
avoid new eligibility for higher-income Americans. 
 
Solution #15:  Give states the flexibility to streamline and improve the eligibility 
determination system by contracting with private firms.  
 
Solution #16:  Within a state’s fair share of federal funding, there should be significant 
flexibility regarding how a state provides eligibility for its population in need. 
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Solution #17:  Eliminate the marriage penalty.  
 
Principle #5:  States can provide Medicaid recipients a choice in their health care 
coverage plans, just as many have in the private market, if they are able to leverage 
the existing insurance marketplace.  
 
Medicaid recipients should have a stake in their personal health care, and the Medicaid 
program, by design, should make room for recipients to play a role in the decision-
making process. Personal responsibility and consumer choice for Medicaid recipients 
must be standard components of a new Medicaid.  Medicaid recipients, like the rest of 
Americans, should be given both the freedom to choose their health plans and the 
responsibility to contribute to their health care costs at a level that is appropriate.  
Under current law, cost sharing (i.e., a co-payment) is not enforceable at the point of 
service if the individual is below 100 percent of the FPL.   
 
A successful example can be found in Indiana.  In 2007, Indiana launched the Healthy 
Indiana Plan (HIP), which extends high deductible health plans and accounts similar to 
health savings accounts (HSA) to low-income parents of children covered by Medicaid 
and SCHIP, as well as childless adults, through a waiver.   
 
Solution #18:  Eliminate the obsolete mandatory and optional benefit requirements. 
Provide states the flexibility to design appropriate benefit structures to meet the needs 
of their recipients in a cost-effective and efficient manner as part of the state’s 
negotiated plan. 
 
Solution #19:  Eliminate benefit mandates that exceed the private insurance market 
benchmark or benchmark equivalent.  Design benefit packages that meet the needs of 
specific populations, including allowing a plan that puts non-disabled populations into 
Section 1937 benchmark plans.xiv  Amend Section 1937 to include cost-sharing 
provisions and allow states the authority to enforce cost sharing. 
 
Solution #20:  Purchase catastrophic coverage combined with an HSA-like account for 
the direct purchase of health care and payment of cost sharing for appropriate 
populations determined by each state. 
 
Solution #21:  Provide states the option of rewarding individuals who participate in 
health promotion or disease prevention activities. 
 
Solution #22:  Provide states with the ability to offer “value-added” or additional 
services for individuals choosing a low-cost plan or managed care plan (i.e., additional 
services and benefits offered by coordinated care companies for successful completion 
of healthy baby programs, or an adult dental benefit).   
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Solution #23:  Allow states the option of contributing to a private insurance benefit for 
all members of the family.  Require all members of the family to participate in cost-
effective coverage. 
 
Solution #24:  Lower the threshold for premium payments to 100% FPL to encourage a 
sense of shared beneficiary ownership in health care decisions. 
 
Principle #6:  Territories must be ensured full integration into the federal health care 
system so they can provide health care coverage to those in need with the flexibility 
afforded to the states. 
 
Currently, the FMAPs for the territories are set by statute at artificially low rates 
compared with the 50 states, and are subject to arbitrary caps.  This unequal funding 
places a crippling burden on territorial budgets, limits the services that territories can 
provide for their Medicaid-eligible populations, and encourages the residents of the 
territories – who are Americans – to move to states, where they can receive better-
funded Medicaid services.  
 
Additionally, the federal government’s patchwork approach to the application of 
Medicaid regulations to the territories has limited the territories’ ability to develop and 
implement programs specific to the needs of their populations. For example, under 
current law, the authority of the secretary of the Department of Health and Human 
Services to waive or modify Medicaid requirements beyond the FMAP, Medicaid cap, 
and/or the scope of allowable Medicaid services, extends to the 50 states, American 
Samoa and the Northern Mariana Islands, but is not extended to the territories of the 
Virgin Islands, Guam and Puerto Rico.    
 
Solution #25:  The territories should be treated consistently, fairly and rationally in 
funding, services and program design. 
 
Principle #7:  States must have greater flexibility in eligibility, financing and service 
delivery in order to provide long-term services and support that keep pace with the 
people Medicaid serves. New federal requirements threaten to stifle state innovation 
and investment.  In addition, since dual eligibles (individuals who are eligible for both 
Medicare and Medicaid) now constitute 39 percent xv of Medicaid spending, Medicare 
policies that shift costs to the states must be reversed, and the innovative power of 
states should be rewarded by a shared-savings program that allows full flexibility to 
target and deliver services that are cost effective for both state and federal taxpayers. 
 
As a result of mandatory expansions under the PPACA, Medicaid covers even more non-
disabled individuals at higher income levels. In addition, in the current Medicaid 
program, the majority of the Medicaid population has at least one family member in the 
workforce.  The transformation of Medicaid must include changes in the design and 
expectations of the program to reflect this reality. 
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Federal law also specifies services that must be covered by Medicaid programs. States 
have the option of offering other services if they are approved by the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), which administers these programs. However, the 
“mandatory” and “optional” benefit structure of Medicaid has been obsolete for 
decades.8  
 
The original program and health care, in general, reflects medical care provided in 
hospitals and other acute care settings. With the advancements in medicine and an 
increased number of people living with chronic diseases, such as cancer, heart disease 
and diabetes, treatment protocols have changed as have the locations of those 
treatments.  As medical costs generally have shifted from the treatment of infectious or 
high-mortality diseases in hospital settings to more chronic diseases treated in 
outpatient settings, the mandatory and optional benefit categories are no longer 
relevant to today's health care needs and do not reflect medical advances. Starting with 
the increased importance of prescription drugs in medical care (i.e., managing diabetes 
with medication versus an amputation procedure) and continuing through the 
emergence of home- and community-based services, these categories must be re-
examined.  Under current Medicaid rules, for example, an individual is entitled to a 
nursing home bed, but medical services to allow an individual to stay at home are 
optional.  States must rely upon “waivers”xvi or a state plan amendment process to 
respond to the changing health care delivery system, including the ability to provide 
many home- and community-based services for long-term care. 
 
Solution #26:  At a state’s discretion, permit states to redesign Medicaid into multiple 
parts.  Medicaid Part A would focus on preventive, acute, chronic and palliative care 
services; and Part B would focus on long-term supports and services (LTSS).  This would 
enable a state to better manage the different needs between populations who only 
need LTSS.  Eligibility for Part B would be based on income and functional screening of 
an individual’s long-term services and LTSS needs.  
 
Solution #27:  Engage in shared savings arrangements for dual eligible members when 
the state can demonstrate the Medicare program reduced costs as a result of an action 
by a state Medicaid program. 


                                                           
8
 Federal law also specifies services that must be covered by Medicaid programs. Other services may be 


offered, at a state’s option, if approved by CMS. Mandatory coverage includes:  inpatient hospital 
services, excluding services for mental disease; outpatient hospital services;  federally qualified health 
center services; rural health clinic services (if permitted under state law); laboratory and x-ray services 
rendered outside a hospital or clinic; nursing facility services for beneficiaries age 21 and older; physician 
services; certified pediatric and family nurse practitioner services (when licensed to practice under state 
law); nurse midwife services; medical and surgical services of a dentist; Early and Periodic Screening, 
Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) services for children; family planning services and supplies; home-health 
services for beneficiaries who are entitled to nursing facility services under the state’s Medicaid plan, 
including intermittent or part-time nursing services, home health aide services and medical supplies and 
appliances for use in the home; and pregnancy-related services and services for other conditions that 
might complicate pregnancy, as well as postpartum care for 60 days. 
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Solution #28:  Repeal restrictions that impede self-direction of long-term care supports 
and services (LTSS) and allow states the ability to design programs that meet their needs 
and are cost effective. 
 
Solution #29:  At the state’s option, replace Medicare cost-sharing with state- 
administered, 100% federal grants. 
 
Solution #30:  Give states the flexibility to enroll more members, especially families, in 
premium assistance programs including Medicare benefits, when it is cost efficient. 
Medicaid should be the payer and insurer of last resort. 
 
Solution #31:  Extend Medicare coverage of skilled nursing facilities by 60 days. 
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Conclusion 


 
Our nation is at a crossroads.  We have the ability to transform our health care system 
to make it more responsive to the needs of our citizens by being more efficient and 
effective.  This cannot be done by taking the entire U.S. health care system and making 
it a federally-sponsored and controlled entitlement program. Instead, we must build on 
the strength of our private insurance market, and encourage value-based purchasing 
and personal responsibility, while continuing to protect our most vulnerable 
populations.    
 
The Medicaid program must be truly transformed, not just reformed around the edges. 
The RGPPC looks forward to participating in this ongoing dialogue as we work together, 
with both state governments and the federal government, to critically analyze and 
improve health care delivery.  
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RGPPC HEALTHCARE WORKING GROUP 
LOCATION TBD  BATON ROUGE, LA 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18 – MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2012 
 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18  
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Early Arrival Dinner 
    Location:  TBD 
 
 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Breakfast  


Location: TBD 
 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Working Policy Discussion 


Agenda: TBD 
 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Working Lunch  


Location: TBD 
 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Working Policy Discussion 


Agenda: TBD 
 
3:00 p.m. Meeting concludes  


 
 


   


 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


Hilton Baton Rouge Capitol Center  
201 Lafayette Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
Telephone: 225-344-5866 
 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 
The Hotel is approximately 12 minutes/ 8 miles from Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport (BTR). 
 
We can arrange to have you picked up at the airport or taxis are available from a cost of approximately $20.   
 


ATTIRE 
Business casual  
 


RSVP 
Please complete the response form by clicking HERE no later than Tuesday, November 13, 2012.  
For questions Contact Dustin Huffman at dhuffman@rgppc.org or 202-340-8838. 
 


 
  



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dGptOHFBMlVPT1VBZmNMVXFIYkg4OEE6MQ

mailto:dhuffman@rgppc.org





 


2 


 


RGPPC STAFF 
 
Marie Sanderson  
RGPPC Policy Director 
Email: msanderson@rgppc.org                        
 
Seth Levey  
RGPPC Policy Advisor     
Email:  slevey@rgppc.org 
Office:  (202) 662-4157    


 
 
 
 
 
Dustin Huffman 
RGPPC Policy Advisor 
Email:  dhuffman@rgppc.org  
Office:  (202) 662-4927 
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Lastly, many of you indicated the importance of charting a positive course
forward.  Your chief of staff and healthcare advisors have been notified that the
RGPPC will host a top level, confidential healthcare meeting in Baton Rouge on
November 19th.  See information attached.  RGPPC will pay for one official from
each state to attend.  Should your state be unable to join this November 19th

conversation in person, please submit your top 5 requests to the Obama
Administration in writing to Marie Sanderson by November 19th. In addition, this
group will resume consideration of the healthcare plan our staff drafted this
summer.  Similarly, attached is the report the RGPPC released in 2011 on
Medicaid. 
 
Thank you for your work on this important issue. I look forward to seeing most of
you next week.
 
Bob
 
 
Governor Robert F. McDonnell
804-786-4273 (main)
804-225-4809 (direct)
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Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Reclaim-Action" <Reclaim_Action@mail.vresp.com>
Date: November 16, 2012, 8:33:20 AM PST
To: maryfallin@
Subject: Make One Call To Stop Obamacare!
Reply-To: "Reclaim-Action" <reply-744e57a2a2-eec74658ba-af0b@u.cts.vresp.com>

 
reclaim action logo

 
Please act and then forward to your friends in

Oklahoma and around the country!!
 

We can still stop Obamacare! Just make one phone call today!!
 
Summary:
 
The Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) can be largely nullified by strong states taking a stand. If
Oklahoma refuses to establish a “state health care exchange”, then even if the Federal
government forcibly establishes their own within our state, they do not have the power to
impose fines for non-participation. Without the ability to impose fines for non-
participation, a substantial part of this terrible bill will be neutered. Our Oklahoma
Attorney General has filed suit against the Federal Government already on this very issue.
 
If many states stand strong and refuse to establish their own state health care
exchanges and the U.S. House of Representatives refuses to fund other parts of
Obamacare, then we can still defeat this federal encroachment that will destroy
American healthcare and further bankrupt our nation.

Call Governor Fallin and let her know that you oppose the establishment of ANY Health Care
Exchange; 405-521-2342 0ffice, 405-521-3353 Fax, or e-mail at www.ok.gov/governor.

The Details on Obamacare:
·         The ultimate goal is socialized medicine (a single payer system controlled by the federal
government).  Imagine one giant VA Hospital to care for all of America.
·         The government controls the fees paid to doctors and hospitals, therefore doctors will be
leaving the profession in drove as their practices cannot afford to survive on these drastically
reduced fees.
·         The increased number of citizens on the “Medicare/Obamacare” roles will overwhelm the
health care system as simultaneously doctors leave the practice of medicine because of price
controls and added bureaucratic costs causing long lines and the rationing of medical services.
·         Competition will be crushed as initially the Federal government will provide subsidies to
individuals who participate in the “exchange”.  This will cause prices of certain insurance products
to be artificially lower than others because of the temporary government subsidy. Once the
competition (non-subsidized health care plans) goes out of business for a lack of business, then
the single payer government system will be all that is left.
·         The government will attempt to penalize (tax) businesses if their employees choose to
participate in the heavily government subsidized exchanges (Won’t this help create jobs). 
However, the Affordable Care Act doesn’t provide the means of collecting this penalty UNLESS A
STATE ESTABLISHES AN EXCHANGE!
·         Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt is suing the government over this issue.
·         Socialized medicine NEVER works!!
·         Your body is your most personal “private property”.  Once the central government assumes
the care of your body, then they also assume control over your body and you become an asset of
the “state” rather than the state serving you as a citizen.  “Hello, Comrade!”
·         This is a BIG attack on liberty.  It’s time to act.

mailto:maryfallin@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Reclaim_Action@mail.vresp.com
mailto:reply-744e57a2a2-eec74658ba-af0b@u.cts.vresp.com
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?ReclaimingAmericaFor/744e57a2a2/eec74658ba/c3bd81b798
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Mary Fallin; Glenn Coffee; Preston Doerflinger; Alex Weintz
Subject: Fwd: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:38:10 AM

Begin forwarded message:

From: Dick Beale >
Date: November 12, 2012 10:30:22 AM CST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, Katie Altshuler
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange

Dear Ms. Northrup and Ms. Altshuler,
 
The national election is over and like or not (Not!), we are going to have to deal with
prospect of Obamacare being implemented in Oklahoma. We can take the high road and
do it ourselves in a way that makes sense in Oklahoma or we can face the prospect of a
punitive installation of a Federal Exchange.
 
Governor Fallin needs to take a leadership position in this effort to do something positive
to protect the interests of Oklahomans. We can no longer have our state government held
hostage by a minority of over zealous, ultra-right wing fanatics. Governor Fallin risks
losing the support of many of us conservative realists who have supported her for many
years.
 
There is plenty of assistance in the wings waiting to be called into action to get a
state exchange in place and we have been given additional time by HHS to make it a
reality. We are not supporting Obamacare in principle, but making certain Oklahoma's
principles are preserved in the exchange process to the greatest extent possible.
 
Many of us have been working within the insurance industry for years to design a working
system. We believe that there will never be a better opportunity to have flexibility in
design than there is right now. 
 
Please share this with Governor Fallin and urge her to do the "right" thing.
 
Thank you for your time and support.
 
 

 Dick Beale
Senior Vice President

Dick@bealepro.com

3000 NW 149th St., Oklahoma City, OK, 73134
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From: Mary Fallin
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: Fwd: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
Date: Thursday, July 26, 2012 12:02:04 PM

Fyi

Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: Dana Wolpert <Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov>
Date: July 26, 2012 11:33:20 AM CDT
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, Mary Fallin

>, Glenn Coffee <Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov>,
Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>, Aaron Cooper
<Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov>, Alex Gerszewski
<Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FW: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen 

FYI, Romney will be at RGA next week. Details below.
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 5:14 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Schedule UPDATE for Aspen
 
Dana,
 
We are excited that Governor Romney will now be joining us in Aspen next week. 
Due to his attendance, there are going to be a few changes to the RGA schedule
that I wanted to make you aware of as well as an additional ask that we’d like
your Governor to attend.   I’ve pasted below our schedule, and highlighted where
we would now like your Governor to join Governor Romney.  His attendance is
not public, but we wanted the Governors to know.  Can you please review this and
let me know if your Governor will participate in these new events?
 
Please let me know if you have any questions!
 
Sincerely,
Monica 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2012
 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM                The Aspen Institute: A Conversation with
Republican Governors - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO
THE PRESS

The 2012 Aspen Institute McCloskey Speaker Series
welcomes Republican governors in conversation with
Aspen Institute President and CEO Walter Isaacson.
Location:         The Aspen Institute – Greenwald

Pavilion
1000 North Third Street

                                                                        Aspen, CO 81611
Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia,

RGA Chairman
Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin
Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina

                                                                        Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
                                                                        Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey,
RGA Vice Chairman

Walter Isaacson, President and CEO,
The Aspen Institute,

Washington, DC
 
7:30 PM                                  Welcome Reception & Dinner

Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain
Courtyard

Speakers:         Governor Susana Martinez, New
Mexico

Governor Rick Perry, Texas
Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012
 
8:30 AM – 9:30 AM               Breakfast and 2012 Political Update

RGA Executive Director Phil Cox will provide a
political update on the 2012 election cycle and
attendees will hear from candidates for governor from
Montana and Washington.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director
                        The Honorable Rick Hill, 2012

Candidate for Governor,
Montana

                        Attorney General Rob McKenna, 2012
Candidate for

Governor, Washington
 

9:45 AM – 10:45 AM             Panel Discussion I: Obamacare After the SCOTUS
Decision: What’s Next?

On June 28, the Supreme Court ruled on the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA)
upholding the individual mandate as a tax, but



limiting the power of the federal government to coerce
state Medicaid expansions. Regarding the Medicaid
expansion, the court ruled that the government could
not compel states to expand Medicaid by threatening
to withhold federal money to existing Medicaid
programs. This presents an opportunity for governors
to opt out of the expansion without losing their
existing share of federal Medicaid funding. Within
hours of the decision, Republican governors in several
states said they were likely to oppose expanding the
program. In addition to the Medicaid piece, governors
must also decide whether to establish a state-
administered health insurance exchange. This panel
examines the decisions confronting governors, along
with the remaining political, regulatory and legal
uncertainties surrounding the law and its impact on
businesses.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Gary Herbert, Utah

                                                            Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
Michael Neidorff, Chairman and CEO,
Centene

Corporation, St. Louis, MO
                                                                        Dr. George Rapier, Chairman and
CEO, WellMed Medical

Management, Inc., San
Antonio, TX

 
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM            Panel Discussion II: State Solutions: Economic

Growth in the Obama Era
Republican governors are providing a clear contrast
to the failed economic policies of the Obama
administration.  Under President Obama, the nation
has endured 41 consecutive months with the
unemployment rate over 8 percent and the most recent
quarter was the worst quarter of job creation in 2
years.  Despite the national headwinds, GOP-led
states are experiencing economic success. States with
Republican governors are adding jobs at a faster pace
than their Democratic counterparts and states that
elected new Republican governors in 2010 have seen
their unemployment rates drop nearly 50 percent more
than states with new Democratic governors. In July,
CNBC released its annual list of best states for
business, and Republican governors led the way. 
CNBC found that 12 of the 15 top states for business
have GOP governors. Instead of emulating the policies
of Republican governors which encourage
entrepreneurship and job creators, the Obama
administration continues to impede upon the states
with overregulation and the threat of higher taxes. 
This panel explores how governors can work with
business leaders to ensure the private sector adds jobs



despite the federal government’s overreach.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia,

RGA Chairman
Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma

                        Governor Rick Perry, Texas

Alan Gocha, Managing Partner, ETC
Capital, LLC

Ross Perot, Jr., Chairman, Hillwood
Development Company,

Dallas, TX

 
12:15 PM – 1:15 PM              Luncheon: Governors’ Races and the 2012
Battlegrounds

With 11 states holding governors’ races this
November, the RGA is in position to expand its
majority and make a major impact on the 2012
elections. Many of the states where RGA will engage
are also critical Presidential and Senate battleground
states.  As shown in the Wisconsin recall election, the
RGA and ideologically-aligned groups are able to
work together, and their efforts benefit candidates up
and down the ballot. This panel will explore the 2012
political landscape and the interplay between
gubernatorial and federal races.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain

Courtyard
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director

Ed Gillespie, Founder, Ed Gillespie
Strategies; Senior Advisor,

Romney for President;
Chairman, RSLC;  Former
Chairman, RNC; Former
Chairman, Republican Party of
Virginia, Alexandria, VA

Karl Rove, Former Deputy Chief of
Staff and Senior Advisor

to President George W. Bush;
Author, Courage and
Consequence; Fox News
Contributor; Wall Street
Journal Columnist,
Washington, DC

 
1:45 PM – 4:45 PM                 Optional Activities

Location:         Off-site; Departing from The St. Regis
Aspen Resort

 
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM               Romney for President Roundtable with
Governor Mitt Romney and RGA Governors - PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS



EVENT IS OPEN TO THE PRESS
                                                Location:         TBD (30 minutes away from the St.
Regis)
Please hold this on your Governor’s schedule for now.  We hope to have more
details shortly!  Due to the timing, we do not believe that any of the Governors
will be able to participate in the optional activities
 
5:30 PM – 6:15 PM               Romney for President Fundraiser
                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Room
TBD
Please have your Governor plan to stop by this fundraiser prior to going to their
assigned Parlor at 5:45 PM.
 
5:45 PM – 6:30 PM                Governors Parlors

Please join our Republican governors for a newly
created reception opportunity to mix and mingle in a
more intimate setting before we depart for Pine Creek
Cookhouse. Each of the two parlors will host three to
four governors, and attendees are welcome and
encouraged to visit both parlors.

                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Aspen,
Highlands and Buttermilk

 
7:00 PM                                  Reception & Dinner

Location:         Pine Creek Cookhouse
11399 Castle Creek Road 
Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Mitt Romney
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia,

RGA Chairman
Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey,

RGA Vice Chairman
Fred Malek, Founder and Chairman,
Thayer Lodging

Group, McLean, VA; Executive
Roundtable Chairman

 
 
Monica Block
Governors Liaison
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250, Washington, DC 20006
202.662.4159 direct | 757.897.9811 cell | 202.662.4926 fax
mblock@rga.org
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From: Mary Fallin
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fwd: WSJ Top Left Hand Corner Editorial Today
Date: Saturday, August 04, 2012 9:28:43 AM

Good warning 

Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Larry Parman" >
Date: August 4, 2012 7:15:21 AM CDT
To: <maryfallin >
Subject: WSJ Top Left Hand Corner Editorial Today

The slow-motion collapse of the government status quo across the Western
world is obvious, but the reality is the opposite of what Twain said about
Wagner's music—it's worse than it sounds. That's the message of a recent report
from Richard Ravitch and Paul Volcker that deserves far more attention than it
has received.
Since 2010 the former New York Lieutenant Governor and Federal Reserve
Chairman have been scrutinizing the balance sheets of six of the largest states—
California, Illinois, New Jersey, New York, Texas and Virginia. Their
conclusions make clear that Washington is not the only part of the government
headed for the fiscal cliff.
Some of the problems the State Budget Crisis Task Force identifies are familiar:
growing health-care spending and unfunded pension liabilities, for example.
Others are not. Taking in "the totality of the problems," Messrs. Ravitch and
Volcker write, "the storm warnings are very serious" and the "existing trajectory
of state spending, taxation and administrative practices cannot be sustained."
• Medicaid. This state-federal program that increasingly pays for middle-class
health care is the major albatross. Spending has grown faster than the economy
every year since the 1960s, 7.2% annually over the last decade. It is now the
largest part of state budgets—24% on average—and "the imbalance (or structural
budget gap) can no longer be absorbed without significant cuts to other essential
state programs like education or unpopular tax increases or both."
The panel also found that these costs are driven by states choosing to increase
enrollment and create new benefits, rather than by rising underlying medical
costs. One of four New Yorkers is on Medicaid, and 70% of the coverage is not
required by federal law.
Some 29% of California's population is in Medicaid, though it only accounts for
11.8% of the Golden State budget, well below the national average of 15.8%.
But that share is so low only because California spends so much on other things
too. New York spends more on Medicaid than Florida, Texas and Pennsylvania

Thought you might want to see this.  I had a lively exchange this
past week with our fixed income institutional portfolio manager at
CSO re our municipal holdings.
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—combined.
Medicaid costs over the decade are due to jump 8.1% annually, as required by
the Affordable Care Act's expansion. Without ObamaCare, the yearly rise would
still be 6.6%.
• Pensions. The burgeoning retirement benefits that states owe their public
employees are well-known. But the Ravitch-Volcker task force emphasizes that,
unlike federal entitlements, state pension obligations are almost always
constitutionally protected. In other words, they are non-modifiable contracts, not
merely political promises.
California has 62 state and local pension systems, Texas 75, Illinois 457. The
1990s and 2000s saw a reckless benefit build-out—California even increased
pensions for people who had already retired. The states are supposed to prefund
these liabilities so they are able to pay out once vested, but by and large they
don't. States then assume an 8% return on their investments, which means they
can stint on their taxpayer contributions and make their pensions look healthier
than they really are.
The bad news is that today they already look like they belong on a gurney at
Antietam, despite such gaming. Using more conservative assumptions, the task
force calculates that the unfunded liabilities in the six states comes to $386.2
billion, or about a quarter of every dollar they will eventually be required to
spend.
The task force also does the service of noticing retiree health insurance benefits,
which states (unlike corporations) are not required to disclose. At a minimum,
the panel figures the six states owe $539 billion, with no plan to defuse this time
bomb.
Combining pensions and other special public employee privileges, Illinois's total
unfunded liability works out to $15,800 per citizen—the only all-in data the task
force could acquire. The true number may be far higher in the other five states.
• Budget gimmicks. The other novel Ravitch-Volcker observation is that no one
knows for sure how deep these problems run, because the states are running
bookkeeping cons that disguise the fiscal realities. The task force uncovered
"chronic dependence" on gambits like assets sales, "temporary" raids on rainy-
day funds, and shifting current spending to future years "as an ongoing budget
strategy."
New York created an Albany-guaranteed "local government assistance
corporation" to hide spending that would have run through the general fund.
Illinois is borrowing short term for cash flow to make unpaid bills.
California, Illinois, New Jersey and New York are even securitizing their future
tax revenue—that is, not merely borrowing with bonds that must be serviced but
selling their projected tax collections to investors. So to "balance" their budgets
today, they're making it far harder to correct them in the future and locking in
higher tax rates. Even Greece doesn't do that.
The message of the Ravitch-Volcker report is that some large portion of the
states are replicating the dysfunctions of Washington—adding to entitlements
that crowd out priorities like schools and bridges, and then concealing the real
danger when they're not ignoring it. State and local governments now spend $2.5
trillion, and rising. Without 49 more Scott Walkers, the fiscal mayhem has only
begun.
A version of this article appeared August 4, 2012, on page A14 in the U.S.
edition of The Wall Street Journal, with the headline: Coming to a State Near
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Larry Parman
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From: Mary Fallin
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: denisenorthrup  Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 4:30:53 PM

I don't think we are ready to discuss yet since we are at our national meetings right now

Let me check with Denise and Katie

Mary Fallin

On Nov 14, 2012, at 12:35 PM, Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Governor,
>
> Hugh Hewitt (national coservative radio) is seeking an interview today from the RGA re: Oklahoma
not participating in exchanges, AG Pruitt's Obamacare lawsuit.
>
> It will be a 10 min phone interview. They have ability from now until around 6pm Vegas time.
>
> Are you interested in this opportunity?

mailto:maryfallin@sbcglobal.net
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: "maryfallin "; Alex Weintz; Scott Mason; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 2:53:12 PM

Ok. I'll pass. Thanks

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 02:48 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: maryfallin@  Alex Weintz; Scott Mason; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt

No we are not...I don't think we have enough info on our decision

On Nov 14, 2012, at 12:35 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Governor,
>
> Hugh Hewitt (national coservative radio) is seeking an interview today from the RGA re: Oklahoma
not participating in exchanges, AG Pruitt's Obamacare lawsuit.
>
> It will be a 10 min phone interview. They have ability from now until around 6pm Vegas time.
>
> Are you interested in this opportunity?
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: maryfallin ; Alex Weintz; Scott Mason; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 2:48:14 PM

No we are not...I don't think we have enough info on our decision

On Nov 14, 2012, at 12:35 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Governor,
>
> Hugh Hewitt (national coservative radio) is seeking an interview today from the RGA re: Oklahoma
not participating in exchanges, AG Pruitt's Obamacare lawsuit.
>
> It will be a 10 min phone interview. They have ability from now until around 6pm Vegas time.
>
> Are you interested in this opportunity?
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: "maryfallin "
Cc: "denisenorthrup ; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 4:40:21 PM

You're right gov and we all agree.

I've passed on the interview for now. Thanks

----- Original Message -----
From: Mary Fallin [mailto: ]
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 03:48 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: denisenorthrup@ ; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt

I don't think we are ready to discuss yet since we are at our national meetings right now

Let me check with Denise and Katie

Mary Fallin

On Nov 14, 2012, at 12:35 PM, Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Governor,
>
> Hugh Hewitt (national coservative radio) is seeking an interview today from the RGA re: Oklahoma
not participating in exchanges, AG Pruitt's Obamacare lawsuit.
>
> It will be a 10 min phone interview. They have ability from now until around 6pm Vegas time.
>
> Are you interested in this opportunity?
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From: Mary Fallin
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fwd: Obamacare Still Vulnerable
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 1:41:42 PM

Great points to use

Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: "W. Scott Mason" < >
Date: November 16, 2012, 9:31:54 AM PST
To: "Mary Fallin" >
Subject: Obamacare Still Vulnerable
Reply-To:

Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable

by Michael F. Cannon

This article appeared in National Review (Online) on November 9, 2012.

PRINT PAGE

President Obama has won reelection, and his administration has asked
state officials to decide by Friday, November 16, whether their state will
create one of Obamacare's health-insurance "exchanges." States also
have to decide whether to implement the law's massive expansion of
Medicaid. The correct answer to both questions remains a resounding no.

State-created exchanges mean higher taxes, fewer jobs, and less
protection of religious freedom. States are better off defaulting to a
federal exchange. The Medicaid expansion is likewise too costly and risky
a proposition. Republican Governors Association chairman Bob McDonnell
(R.,Va.) agrees, and has announced that Virginia will implement neither
provision.

There are many arguments against creating exchanges.

First, states are under no obligation to create one.

Second, operating an Obamacare exchange would be illegal in 14 states.
Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri,
Montana, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia have enacted
either statutes or constitutional amendments (or both) forbidding state
employees to participate in an essential exchange function: implementing
Obamacare's individual and employer mandates.

mailto:maryfallin@sbcglobal.net
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Third, each exchange would cost its state an estimated $10 million to
$100 million per year, necessitating tax increases.

Fourth, the November 16 deadline is no more real than the "deadlines"
for implementing REAL ID, which have been pushed back repeatedly
since 2008.

Fifth, states can always create an exchange later if they choose.

Sixth, a state-created exchange is not a state-controlled exchange. All
exchanges will be controlled by Washington.

Seventh, Congress authorized no funds for federal "fallback" exchanges.
So Washington may not be able to impose Exchanges on states at all.

Eighth, the Obama administration has yet to provide crucial information
that states need before they can make an informed decision.

Ninth, creating an exchange sets state officials up to take the blame
when Obamacare increases insurance premiums and denies care to the
sick. State officials won't want their names on this disastrous mess.

Tenth, creating an exchange would be assisting in the creation of a
"public option" that would drive domestic health-insurance carriers out of
business through unfair competition.

Eleventh, Obamacare remains unpopular. The latest Kaiser Family
Foundation poll found that only 38 percent of the public supports it.

Twelfth, defaulting to a federal exchange exempts a state's employers
from the employer mandate — a tax of $2,000 per worker per year (the
tax applies to companies with more than 59 employees, but for such
companies that tax applies after the 30th employee, not the 59th). If all
states did so, that would exempt 18 million Americans from the individual
mandate's tax of $2,085 per family of four. Avoiding those taxes
improves a state's prospects for job creation, and protects the conscience
rights of employers and individuals whom the Obama administration is
forcing to purchase contraceptives coverage.

Finally, rejecting an exchange reduces the federal deficit. Obamacare
offers its deficit-financed subsidies to private health insurers only through
state-created exchanges. If all states declined, federal deficits would fall
by roughly $700 billion over ten years.

For similar reasons, states should decline to implement Obamacare's
Medicaid expansion. The Supreme Court gave states that option. All
states should exercise it.

Medicaid is rife with waste and fraud. It increases the cost of private
health care and insurance, crowds out private health insurance and long-
term-care insurance, and discourages enrollees from climbing the



economic ladder. There is scant reliable evidence that Medicaid improves
health outcomes, and no evidence that it is a cost-effective way of doing
so.

My colleague Jagadeesh Gokhale estimates that expanding Medicaid will
cost individual states up to $53 billion over the first ten years. That's
before an emboldened President Obama follows through on his threats to
shift more Medicaid costs to states.

Neither the states nor the federal government have the money to expand
Medicaid. If all states politely decline, federal deficits will shrink by
another $900 billion.

Now is not the time to go wobbly. Obamacare is still harmful and still
unpopular. The presidential election was hardly a referendum, as it pitted
the first person to enact Obamacare against the second person to enact
it. Since the election, many state officials are reaffirming their opposition
to both implementing exchanges and expanding Medicaid.

If enough states do so, Congress will have no choice but to reopen
Obamacare. With a GOP-controlled House, opponents will be in a much
stronger position than they were when this harmful law was enacted.
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T



From: Mary Fallin
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fwd: NAIC Rules
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:43:18 PM

Send to John Doak and respond too..

Mary Fallin

Begin forwarded message:

From: "David Powell" < >
Date: November 20, 2012, 1:17:20 PM CST
To: "Mary Fallin" < >
Subject: NAIC Rules

Dear mary,
 
To whoever screens Mary's email, I am an old friend of hers from OSU. 
She will confirm and she and the Insurance Commissioner need to read
this. 
 
I want to let Mary know that the National Association of Insurance
Commissioners needs to abandon their idea to push aggregate stoploss
limits higher.  This is only an attempt to strengthen Obamacare by
unfairly putting more risk on "smaller" self funded employers.  (50-500
employees)  These employers are currently doing the right thing,
providing comprehensive health benefits to their employees and their
families, mostly at the employer's expense.
 
Only three states have endorsed the change to the Stoploss Model Act;
Minnesota, Hew hampshire and Vermont.  The proposed change will
make it harder for Oklahoma employers to provide affordable coverage
by pushing them toward a national exchange.  Please tell the Oklahoma
Insurance Commissioner to vote NO and not change the Stoploss Model
Act.
 
I have been in the health insurance business since graduating from OSU
in 1978 and I have worked with partially self-funded employers plans
nearly that entire time.  If there are any questions, please call my cell
any time.  
 
David A. Powell
President
Benefit Management, Inc.
2660 E 32nd Street, Joplin, MO 64804
(888) 294-1515
 
 
 

mailto:maryfallin@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov


Privacy Policy: The information contained in this transmission may contain
Protected Health Information (PHI) under the Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act (HIPAA). It is intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copy of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this communication in error, please notify me immediately
by electronic mail (reply).



From: MG(R) Lee Baxter
To: Glenn Coffee
Cc: Denise Northrup; Baxter MG Lee
Subject: Fwd: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding
Date: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 4:38:50 AM

Glenn, please let me know if you would like to discuss...feel the current position is a
very slippery slope and some huge Fallin supporters are teetering over this issue. I
am not in that number, but the dialog over this is very strong and has raised the
hackles of large OCPA donors to a level I have not see in the last 8 years as a Board
member there. Want to help if I can....Lee

MG(R) Lee Baxter

Begin forwarded message:

From: "MG(R) Lee Baxter" < >
Date: April 6, 2011 5:15:40 AM EDT
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: Baxter MG Lee < >
Subject: Talk with Gov ref healthcare funding

Denise, thanks for calling:

1. Gov will be in Lawton on the 15th at 10 for Army Reserve Center
opening. Appears she then has a break til the lunch I am hosting at 12.
Can I arrange to talk to her after the ceremony and before the luncheon
? Could even do it sitting in the car.

2. Did some checking last night after we spoke. According to Michael
Carnuccio,both Bob Sullivan and Dan Zalodeck have placed calls in the
last couple of weeks to Mary but Katie is the one returning the calls...not
a great practice I don't think

3. Just so you know, on two or three occasions, last one yesterday, I
have left voicemail for Katie and she does not return my calls. That is
frustrating

4. Despite all intentions and all efforts , the Governor is facing being
labeled as "bringing Obamacare to Oklahoma" if we stay with the federal
money. She will be perceived, even tho it is NOT TRUE of abandoning the
anti Obamacare position.

5. I have NEVER seen pushback like OCPA is getting from it's members
and large donors like they are getting on this issue and they are insistent
in their positions. House and Senate repubs are pushing daily for the
OCPA position.....

Despite the financial pressures, I believe the Governor must withdraw
from the $54m and do so soon in favor of other ways to fund the
exchange initiative, which I fully and completely support . 

mailto:baxter@signalmountainassociates.com
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I think you are right and I would like to talk to Mary on it. If I can do so
before the 15th, please let me know .

Governor Fallin and Denise Northrup do not have stronger supporters
than me. But the potential damage her  and house and senate members
is both severe and long lasting I think.

OCPA fully supports that the governor is trying to do....fully...but can't
support using federal money to do it. We (you and I) should be working
hard to ensure OCPA And gov work hand in hand.

Look forward to hearing from you. Lee
MG(R) Lee Baxter



From: Mary Fallin
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Brown urges Governor to halt implementation of Obamacare
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 5:20:57 PM

Dumb

Mary Fallin

On Jul 10, 2012, at 3:40 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Fyi 
 
From: Matt Glanville [mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 09:35 AM
To: Matt Glanville <glanville@lsb.state.ok.us> 
Subject: Brown urges Governor to halt implementation of Obamacare 
 

<image001.png>
Oklahoma State Senate

Senator Bill Brown
Senate District 36

Chair, Retirement and Insurance
 

July 10, 2012
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Senator Bill Brown
State Capitol: (405) 521-5602
Email: brownb@oksenate.gov
  
 

Brown urges Governor to halt implementation
of Obamacare

 
 

            OKLAHOMA CITY- Sen. Bill Brown, Chair of the Senate Committee on
Retirement and Insurance, on Monday called upon Gov. Fallin to stand with
other governors who have announced their refusal to implement the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) following the Supreme Court’s
recent ruling. 
            Calling the decision a blow to individual liberty and free markets, Brown
said the state must refuse the expansion of Medicaid and federally-run market
exchanges.   Brown referenced Medicare as an example of the government’s

mailto:maryfallin@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
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tendency to underestimate the cost of its far-reaching programs.
            “It is a moral imperative that state leaders do everything in their power to
halt the implementation of a program that strikes at the heart of our founding
principles,” said Brown, R-Broken Arrow.  “Medicare began in 1965 with a cost
of $3 billion a year – that doubled every four years until 1980.  In 2010, its cost
was $523 billion, and now the Congressional Budget Office estimates that by
2020 the cost will be $932 billion.”
            “The government has projected the cost of Obamacare will start at $1
trillion each year, which is obviously not a realistic assessment, and it will only
get more expensive.”
            At its inception, Brown added, the House Ways and Means Committee
estimated Medicare would cost $12 billion yearly by 1990.  Medicare
expenditures totaled $107 billion in 1990.
            Brown noted that prior to the Court’s ruling, the so-called penalty was to
be justified under the Commerce Clause.  Sixty votes would have been needed to
repeal the law in the U.S. Senate, a virtual impossibility.  Now that the Court has
ruled the penalty a tax, Brown added, the law could be overturned with just 51
votes.
            “Repeal of this law is a real possibility, and it needs to be the rallying cry
for those who value our constitutional freedoms,” Brown said.  “Oklahoma must
join those states which have refused to implement any part of the Act, including
Medicaid provisions and the Exchange program while repeal efforts are alive.  I
call on Gov. Fallin to stand with governors in other states and join the vital effort
to resist and repeal this extraordinary federal power grab.”

-30-
 
 
 



From: Mary Fallin
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should expand

Medicaid under PPACA
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 7:11:14 PM

Yep

Mary Fallin

On Jul 12, 2012, at 11:20 AM, Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Oh, how kind.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 10:17 AM
To: 'maryfallin '
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT
believe OK should expand Medicaid under PPACA
 

 
From: Trent, Josh (Coburn) [mailto:Josh_Trent@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 08:15 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Morris, Jerry (Coburn) <Jerry_Morris@coburn.senate.gov> 
Subject: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT
believe OK should expand Medicaid under PPACA 
 
 
 
________________________
Josh Trent
Health Care Policy (LA)
U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D.
172 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5754
www.coburn.senate.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Governor Fallin Press; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Greta interview tonight
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:38:39 PM

The following is an important point for tonight’s interview and moving forward that I was not 100
percent clear on until now:
Additional Medicaid expenses to the state of Oklahoma with a full Medicaid expansion as outlined
under ObamaCare will be $475 million between now and 2020.
However, additional Medicaid costs to the state will STILL be $254 million even WITHOUT the
Medicaid expansion. This is because people who are currently eligible for Medicaid but not enrolled
are going to be pushed towards enrollment by the individual mandate aka tax under ObamaCare.
This is important for two reasons.
From a messaging standpoint, it means that we are NOT saving the state $475million by not
expanding Medicaid. We are saving the state about $200 million dollars; we will still be on the hook
for about $275 million.
From a practical standpoint, it means we are going to have to find more money to fund Medicaid
under ObamaCare.
This may be repeating the obvious to everyone else, but it was not readily apparent to me.
Governor, I have met with katie and talked to the health care authority about this. I am happy to
discuss it with you further on the way to Greta tonight, or you can call me at 405-535-7317
 
 
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:  
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:20 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Greta interview tonight
 
Ok

Mary Fallin

On Nov 20, 2012, at 4:26 PM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor, Michelle has been given your requested talking points and background info.
I’ll be at your house by 8:40 PM tonight and will ride with you to the studio, if that’s ok.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: REPLY: Response to OCPA"s Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
Date: Thursday, November 01, 2012 12:45:18 PM

 
From: Mary Fallin 
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 06:25 PM
To: 'lew@  
Subject: Re: REPLY: Response to OCPA's Comments Regarding the National Governors Association 
 
Ps,,,
now that I have been working so hard as Governor-- Oklahoma is
2 nd in the nation as a percentage of job growth, number one in manufacturing percentage of
growth, number 8 in nation in migration of new residents, started office with $2.02 in our rainy day
savings account and now have over a half a Billion in savings and $4000 growth in one year in per
capita income for a family of 4.. Plus I cut taxes and balanced a budget that had a $500 million dollar
short fall my first year.
That's my record!
And very proud to serve. 
Thanks for your support!
Mary
 
From: Lew Meibergen [mailto ] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 04:28 PM
To: Mary Fallin 
Subject: RE: REPLY: Response to OCPA's Comments Regarding the National Governors Association 
 
Dear Mary,
 
It was good to receive your email of October 30.  I respect your thoughts
and concerns regarding the National Governors’ Association and wish you
the best.  I just hate to see you spending time away from the Governor’s
Office when things are so tight.
 
I was also glad to learn Oklahoma is not number one in per capita
spending of the fifty states.
 
Thank you for your reply.  If I can help, please let me know.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lew

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
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From: Mary Fallin [mailto:Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 30, 2012 12:07 PM
To: Lew Meibergen
Subject: REPLY: Response to OCPA's Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
 
Dear Lew,
 
Thanks for your email last week.  I appreciate your time and concerns but wanted to follow
up with you regarding the claim you made in your email, as it simply does not match up
with the facts of Oklahoma’s current economic posture.  According to data aggregated from
the Office of Management and Budget, the U.S. Department of Commerce and the U.S.

Census Bureau, Oklahoma ranked 42nd in per capita spending during FY 11, 40th in FY 12,

and is projected to be ranked 38th in FY 13.  While I agree there is room for improvement in
these rankings, Oklahoma is far from the number one state in per capita spending in the
United States.  If you have data to contradict this information, I would greatly appreciate you
sharing it, so that I may send it to my staff for further analysis and understanding.
 
I am proud that, since taking office, I have made government modernization and reduction
of wasteful spending a cornerstone of my administration.  This is clear by the numerous
successful initiatives we have passed and signed into law over the last two years.  My IT
Modernization and Consolidation efforts have already saved the state approximately $130
million and are expected to save millions more.  My energy efficiency initiative, which is in
the process of being implemented as we speak, is projected to save the state $500 million. 
These are just a couple of examples of what I am doing to reduce spending and waste in
state government and my appointment to leadership in the National Governors Association
will only help me elevate these issues to the national level so that other states may continue
to follow Oklahoma’s example and I may also learn from other states’ best practices.
 
Thank you again for your email and continued support.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
 
 
From: Lew Meibergen [mailto: ] 
Sent: Friday, October 26, 2012 10:58 AM
To: Mary Fallin 
Subject: RE: Response to OCPA's Comments Regarding the National Governors Association 
 
Dear Mary:
I am in receipt of your e-mail of October 23.  It was certainly good to hear



from you; I didn’t know if you knew my address as I hadn’t heard from
you on any items I had previously sent correspondence.
 
I really hate to see you serve as an officer of the NGA.  I would rather see
you stay at home and work with the state to cut this spending as you
promised when elected.  I must take my hat off to you – Oklahoma is
number one in per capita spending in the USA.
 
I must pass up your request at this time.  Perhaps I can help on other
issues.  We must cut this spending!
 
I was very proud we had a Republican Governor and Republican House
and Senate but greatly disappointed after learning we led the nation in per
capita spending.
Sincerely,
 
Lew Meibergen
 
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Lew Meibergen
Subject: Response to OCPA's Comments Regarding the National Governors Association
 
Hi Lew,
 
As a board member and a long-time, trusted friend and supporter of mine, I wanted you to be
aware of OCPA’s latest hit piece (attached) on the National Governors Association (NGA) and
other state membership organizations.  As you may know, I serve as the current vice-chair and
chair-elect of the NGA.  Unfortunately, OCPA staff seems intent on continuing to demagogue the
NGA and my leadership within the organization as a “big-government lobbying organization”
without presenting the real facts that it serves as an effective advocacy group on behalf of our
nation’s governors and state primacy.  This is the first time in history a governor from Oklahoma
has been elected to lead this organization and I am proud to join such an impressive list of leaders
such as Mike Huckabee, Tim Pawlenty and John Ashcroft.  This is an opportunity to bring national
exposure to the best practices Oklahoma has to provide and it is embarrassing when an
organization like OCPA continues to denigrate such an opportunity for the state.
 
While I fully support OCPA’s notion that jealously safeguarding taxpayer dollars and ensuring that
government spending is done effectively and wisely should be one of our number one priorities, I
also recognize that organizations such as the NGA provide essential resources and services to
states and their top leaders that would not otherwise be available to them.  In Oklahoma alone, the
NGA has provided significant staff and research support and expertise on a number of initiatives
important to the state of Oklahoma and my Administration. 
 

mailto:Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov


For example and most recently, the NGA provided my office, and the offices of other governors,
essential support on my 22 multi-state natural gas vehicle development and procurement initiative
by facilitating seminars, multi-state coordination, and staff research that was essential in making
this unprecedented initiative the success it has been.  I am confident when I say that their support
was a key element of our success and that this initiative alone will save the state of Oklahoma
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars that far exceed Oklahoma’s membership dues to the
NGA. 
 
In addition, the NGA has been instrumental in Oklahoma’s fight against the Affordable Care Act
by providing me with comprehensive and detailed research as it pertains to the impacts of the
legislation.  This is particularly important given the fact that the state agencies with jurisdiction
over PPACA related issues operate independently from the governor’s office.
 
NGA has proven to be an extremely valuable resource with regard to education reform policy as
well. Just last month a representative from the NGA came to speak to the annual conference of the
Oklahoma State School Board Association, her comments focused on encouraging schools to be
more efficient with the tax dollars they receive, the importance of choice and she even addressed
the positive effects of consolidation.  Furthermore, the NGA has also made government
modernization and redesign a top priority of their education and advocacy agenda and will be
hosting a national summit in December which will allow state teams to learn about best practices
and share their efforts to reform and streamline state government – an effort my office fully
supports and will be taking advantage of.
 
The NGA has also provided my staff with extensive training sessions, from policy seminars to
appointment and constituent services workshops and networking opportunities that have allowed
my staff to my staff to learn from our nation’s leading experts, which has in turn helped me make
well and fully informed decisions as they relate to Oklahoma’s wellbeing.  The NGA employs
actual experts in the policy areas they cover and more organizations would benefit from further
interaction with them.
 
Finally, the NGA has and continues to provide an effective voice for Oklahoma at the federal level,
and has consistently advocated on our behalf on a wide variety of issues such as preserving my
authority and responsibilities as the Commander-in-Chief of Oklahoma’s National Guard, the
devastating impact of sequestration, improving quality of education and providing states with the
essential flexibility it needs to meet its people’s needs and goals.
 
This is just a brief note on some of the many services the NGA provides to Oklahoma and its 40
plus member states.  I would think that OCPA would be proud of and promote Oklahoma’s
leadership in such an important and influential organization and would expect the OCPA to
provide your readers with a more honest and robust perspective and dialog surrounding the NGAs
true value.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary
 

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential information that is legally privileged. This information is intended
only for the use of the individuals or entities listed above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution, or action taken in reliance on the contents of these documents is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this information in error, please notify the sender immediately and arrange for the return or destruction of these documents.
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From: Craig Perry
To: Craig Perry
Subject: Fwd: FW: 2012 Federal Regulatory Summary
Date: Monday, September 10, 2012 1:27:54 PM
Attachments: 08.12 Regulations Summary.pdf

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Stuart Jolly <SJolly@afphq.org>
Date: Thu, Aug 16, 2012 at 4:05 PM
Subject: FW: 2012 Federal Regulatory Summary
To: David Williamson <DWilliamson@afphq.org>, Scott Murdock
< >, Emily Wilkins <EWilkins@afphq.org>
Cc: "pampollardgop  Craig Perry

Guys…Companies would pay good money for information like what’s attached here.  Keep it
and read it. It’s good stuff!  See the list below and the pdf attached.

Per the instructions below - don’t share the attachment in a public venue but you can
certainly discuss it anywhere.  
KEEP.

 

From: James Valvo 
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2012 10:22 AM
To: James Valvo
Subject: 2012 Federal Regulatory Summary

 

All,

 

Please find attached our most recent summary of the federal regulations that pose the biggest
threat to economic freedom.  The Policy Department has more information on each of these
rules and we are happy to give you more in-depth information if it will assist you in your
efforts. 

 

Please bear in mind that these summaries are meant to be informal briefing documents for
you to educate yourself on the developments within the federal regulatory state.  If you need
materials to distribute to media, activists or donors we are happy to provide you with
something that is more appropriate for a public venue.
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Summary of Important Federal Regulatory Actions 
August 2012 


 


This year the federal bureaucracy issued some of the most expensive and burdensome 


regulations in our nation’s history. President Obama led the effort by appointing many 


ideologically extreme agency and department heads.  Each head is on a mission, with a specific 


regulatory agenda in mind for their department: Environmental Protection Agency administrator 


Lisa Jackson started a “War on Coal,” Consumer Financial Protection Bureau director Richard 


Cordray plans to regulate practically every aspect of consumer finance, and the Health and 


Human Services Department Secretary Sebelius was giving billions away in grants to fund 


ObamaCare before the Supreme Court even issued its decision on the law.
1
 


 


These unelected, unaccountable bureaucrats are creating a full-blown regulatory avalanche in the 


U.S. The American people will be forced to spend billions, and potentially trillions, to pay for all 


the regulations passed this year. The costs cited by the agencies and departments are almost 


always a gross-underestimate of the truth. There is no incentive for accuracy and certainly no 


incentive to say the real cost of regulation. Just pass the rule and worry about the rest later.  


 


Environmental Protection Agency  
Via the Clean Air Act  


 


This year the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is implementing some 


of its most draconian rules ever. The agency is claiming its authority to regulate 


greenhouse gases (GHGs) under the Clean Air Act (CAA) amendments of 


1970. The CAA, and its amendments, never mentions GHGs; the Act was passed in an era when 


most people had never even heard of these words. 


 


As a result of a highly irrational and controversial 2007 the Supreme Court decision, GHGs are 


now able to constitute “air pollution” and, as such, could be regulated under the CAA if an 


“endangerment finding” was made.  


  


NATIONAL EMISSION STANDARDS FOR HAZARDOUS AIR POLLUTANTS  


 


The CAA mandates that Congress develop National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air 


Pollutants (NESHAP) from a list of 189 chemicals listed in the statute. The CAA does not 


require, let alone mention, that so-called GHGs be regulated. However, in 2009 the EPA issued 


an “endangerment finding” claiming GHGs are in fact harmful, and therefore can be regulated. A 


series of extreme and illogical rulemakings have since followed. 
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The Utility MACT Rule
2
 


Status: Finalized February 16, 2012. The first deadline for retrofitting is on April 16, 2015. On 


July 20, 2012 the EPA announced that it will review certain aspects of the rule pertaining to five 


plants in Texas, Georgia, Kansas and Utah. A new rulemaking is expected in March 2013.  


 


At $10 billion a year by EPA’s own estimates, Utility MACT is the most costly EPA regulation 


ever issued. It is the Obama administration’s biggest step in killing the coal industry in this 


country. The rule will eventually require expensive retrofits to all existing coal-fired power 


plants across the county. More than a fifth of our nation’s coal plants, over 100 power plants, are 


expected to close.  


 


The EPA claims the purpose of the rule is to reduce mercury resulting in astounding benefits, i.e. 


thousands of lives will be saved, monetary benefits in the billions of dollars, better overall health, 


etc. The truth, however, is that the reduction of mercury is immeasurable. Each and every claim 


about the health and monetary benefits from the mercury reduction required has been debunked 


by numerous credible scientists and economists.  This rule has nothing to do with mercury; it’s 


about regulating carbon from coal. 


 


The Boiler MACT Rule
3
 


Status: Finalized March 21, 2011. The rules went to the Office of Management and Budget 


(OMB) for review on May 21, 2012, and remain there now. The rule is expected to be 


implemented by 2013.  


 


The Boiler MACT rule requires installation of maximum available control technology and 


various, stringent air pollutant emission limits for more than 200,000 boilers across the country. 


The EPA itself estimates it will cost $3.6 billion to retrofit the equipment. The types of boilers 


covered under the rule include those used in manufacturing, processing, mining, and refining, as 


well as commercial boilers used in malls, apartments, restaurants and hotels.  


 


GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS FROM MOTOR VEHICLES 


 


On January 2, 2011 the EPA’s “Tailpipe Rule” took effect. This day signified not only the first 


day motor vehicles had to meet GHG emissions standards, but more importantly, it signified the 


first day carbon dioxide (CO2) was a regulated air pollutant in the U.S. Emission standards for 


cars triggered a firestorm of other environmental regulations.  


 


Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) Standards 


Status: Proposed rulemaking on December 1, 2011. While review was pending, a lawsuit was 


brought to stop the rule from being implemented. On June 26, 2012, a federal court of appeals 


rejected the requests to abandon the standards.  


 


This rule requires regular SUVs, cars, and trucks, model years 2017–2025, to meet extremely 


low GHG emission standards and a relatively high CAFE standard of 35.5 miles per gallon. 


 


 


 


                                                 
2
 The Utility MACT (Maximum Achievable Control Technology) rule is also known as the Mercury rule, the MATS 


(Mercury and Air Toxics Standards) rule, National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants Rule 


(NESHAP) for Coal and Oil-Fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units (EGUs) rule, and the Toxics rule. 
3
 The Boiler MACT (Maximum Achievable Control Technology) rule is also known as the NESHAP for Industrial 


Boilers and Process Heaters.  







 


 


 


The government agencies responsible for this regulation estimate that aggregate vehicle prices 


could spike by $293 billion during the regulated period. This means light-duty vehicles will cost 


about $8,500 (about 20%) more in 2025 than they would have without this regulation.
4
  


 


The rule for medium and heavy-duty vehicles model years 2014-2018 was already finalized last 


year.  


 


OTHER IMPORTANT ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS  


 


The Cross State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) 


Status: Finalized July 6, 2011. A lawsuit was then brought to stop the rule from being 


implemented. On July 20, 2012 a federal court of appeals rejected the requests by 


ConocoPhillips, Exxon Mobil Corp., and others to overturn the rule.  


 


The CSAPR requires the 28 eastern and central states deemed “potential contributors” to 


pollution in other states significantly reduce power plant emissions that cross state lines. The rule 


also sets up a method for trading emission allowances. This rule, in combination with the Utility 


MACT rule, is expected to put more than 34 gigawatts of electric generating capacity out of 


production or, enough energy to power 25.5 million homes.
5
  


 


Carbon Pollution Standards for New Power Plants
6
 


Status: Proposed rulemaking March 27, 2012. Comment period closed June 12, 2012. Awaiting 


publication of a final rule. 


 


While Utility MACT was designed to shut down existing coal plants, the Carbon Pollution 


Standard for New Power Plants is designed to prevent new coal plants from being built. The rule 


would impose additional restrictions on all new or significantly upgraded petroleum refinery and 


coal-fired power plants, forcing investment in expensive equipment to reduce GHG emissions.   


 


The limitations would be much stricter on new facilities than on existing facilities cutting carbon 


dioxide emissions by almost half. Coal plants fitted with carbon capture and storage equipment 


could meet the new standards, but the cost would surpass the cost of new natural gas cycle 


plants. That is why people are labeling this as the Obama administration’s rule effectively 


banning the construction of all future coal-fired power plants.  


 


Farm Dust Rule
7
 


Status: Comment Period Closed August 31, 2012. Awaiting publication of a final rule.  


 


The EPA is proposing to make harsh revisions to national air quality standards regarding fine 


particles that they expect to cost $69 million annually. These standards will hit farmers the 


hardest. Microscopic bits of dirt, manure, and farm chemicals are easily kicked up by tractors 


and trucks, and if the rule is finalized, farmers in “out-of-attainment” areas, which could include 


most of the Midwest, will have to spend precious time and resources taking measures to reduce 


dust formation.  


 


 


                                                 
4
 http://americanactionforum.org/topic/cafe%E2%80%99s-costs-outweigh-benefits  


5
 1 GW powers 750,000 homes. 34 x 750,000= 25,500,000. 34 GW powers 25.5 million homes.   


6
 This rule is formally known as “Greenhouse Gas New Source Performance Standards  


for Electric-Generating Units Rule.” 
7
 This rule is formally known as “National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Particulate Matter.” 



http://americanactionforum.org/topic/cafe%E2%80%99s-costs-outweigh-benefits





 


 


 


Coal Ash Rule
8
 


Status: Proposed rulemaking June 21, 2010. A lawsuit was brought on April 5, 2012 by 


environmental groups in an effort to speed up the rulemaking process. Final rule expected 


sometime in 2012-2013. 


 


Coal ash is natural byproduct of the combustion process for coal-fired power plants. It is 


typically stored onsite at power plants or sold on the open market for use in the production of 


concrete and other materials. The EPA is proposing to reclassify these coal combustion residuals 


as hazardous waste, meaning coal plants will now be forced to pay for the disposal of the ash 


instead of being able to use it to produce materials like concrete, drywall, and fertilizers.  


 


Emission Standards for Hydraulic Fracturing
9
 


Status: Finalized April 18, 2012. In 2009 there had been a lawsuit filed by environmentalist 


groups seeking the publication of a regulation to govern fracking activities. In 2010, the groups 


were granted a consent decree. This rule followed.  


 


Now, for the first time ever, the EPA will regulate air emissions around the surface of a natural 


gas well pad that is conducting hydraulic fracturing. Under this rule, the EPA will also regulate 


other emission sources associated with exploration, production, processing, and transportation of 


oil and natural gas. 


 


The standards will affect over 20,000 wells, storage units, and processing facilities. EPA expects 


well operators to fully comply by 2015. This rule will take over a million man hours a year to 


comply with and is expected to cost almost $250 million.  


 


Hydraulic Fracturing on Federal and Indian Lands  


Status: Proposed rulemaking on May 11, 2012. Due to the controversial nature of the rule, the 


comment period has been extended to September 10, 2012.  


 


The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM’s) regulation would force disclosure of the chemicals 


used in hydraulic fracturing on federal and Indian land, increase regulations related to well-


boring, and address issues related to flowback water. The fracturing industry objects to the rule 


on the basis that the additional paperwork will significantly slow the permitting process and 


potentially jeopardize trade secrets. 


 


The rule would affect drilling operations on the 700 million sub-surface acres of federal land 


administered by the BLM, as well as 56 million sub-surface acres of Indian lands. The Interior 


Department estimates that 90 percent of the 3,400 wells drilled each year on public and Indian 


lands use hydraulic fracturing. The estimated average annual cost of complying with these 


regulations would be about $11,833 per well.  


 


 


 


 


 


 


                                                 
8
 This rule is also known as the “Coal Combustion Residual Regulation.” 


9
 This rule is formally known as “The Oil and Natural Gas Sector: New Source Performance Standards and National 


Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants Reviews.” It is also known as “New Source Performance 


Standards and National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants from Hydraulic Fracturing.”  







 


 


 


The Department of Energy 
Via the Energy Policy and Conservation Act  


 


The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is pushing expensive energy 


conservation standards that will drive up appliance costs. Appliances that meet 


these standards have higher up-front costs, function poorly, and are typically 


more expensive to repair.  


 


The DOE is taking the free-market and consumer preferences out of the equation entirely. They 


tell us how we should value energy conservation. They continue to maintain that no matter how 


exorbitant the costs, the benefits will still greatly outweigh them. These cost-benefit analyses are 


all based on their complicated formulas, of course. Well, if consumers really did save in the long 


run with lower utilities bills, they wouldn’t need rules forcing people to “buy green.”  


 


ENERGY CONSERVATION STANDARDS FOR APPLIANCES  


 


Below is a long list of all the energy conservation standards for appliances that were either 


finalized this year, became effective this year, or are expected to become finalized in the near 


future. The cost estimates are taken from the DOE’s estimates, therefore, we can likely expect 


the rules to cost much more than the amount listed.  


 


Conservation Standards: Annual Cost: Status:  


Fluorescent Lamp Ballasts $6.91 billion Effective January 13, 2012  


Automatic Commercial Ice 


Makers 


$2.27 million Effective February 10, 2012 


Commercial Heating, Air-


Conditioning, and Water-


Heating Equipment 


$576 million 


for gas-fired 


water boilers 


Effective July 16, 2012 


Residential Dishwashers $881 million Effective September 27, 2012 


Residential Clothes Washers $212 million Effective September 28, 2012 


Standby, Off Mode for 


Microwave Ovens 


$99.08 million 


 


Public meeting on March 14, 2012. Awaiting 


the publication of a final rule.   


Distribution Transformers 


 


$5.210 billion 


 


Public meeting on June 20, 2012. Awaiting 


the publication of a final rule.   


Battery Chargers, External 


Power Supplies 


 


$4.257 billion 


 


Proposed rulemaking on June 29, 2012. 


Comment period closed July 16, 2012. 


Awaiting the publication of a final rule.   


Residential Clothes Dryers 


and Room Air Conditioners 


 


$146.1 million 


to $216.1 


million 


 


Direct Final Rule on April 21, 2011. 


Compliance required by June 1, 2014 for 


room air conditioners and on January 1, 2015 


for clothes dryers. 


Residential Furnaces and 


Residential Central Air 


Conditioners and Heat Pumps 


 


$876 million 


to $1.653 


billion 


 


Direct final rule published on June 27, 2011. 


Compliance required by May 1, 2013 for non- 


weatherized furnaces and on January 1, 2015 


for weatherized furnaces and central air 


conditioners and heat pumps.  


Residential Refrigerators, 


Refrigerator-Freezers, and 


Freezers  


$1.167 billion 


to $1.569 


billion.   


Effective on November 14, 2011. Compliance 


required by September 15, 2014. 


  







 


 


 


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Environmental 


Protection Agency 
Via the Clean Water Act  


 


The Clean Water Act (CWA) gives the EPA the authority to regulate 


“navigable” waters. All other types of water can only be regulated by the states and their 


localities. The EPA and the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers are unhappy with this restrictive 


clause in the CWA and are doing all they can to change it.  


 


“Wetlands” Guidance 


Status: In April 2011 the draft guidance was released. About 230,000 public comments were 


received. The agencies submitted the final guidance documents to the Office of Management and 


Budget (OMB) for review. The documents remain there now.  


 


The EPA wants to redefine “waters of the United States” under the CWA to expand its 


regulatory control.  Under this new guidance the EPA seeks to regulate “wetlands”, in addition to 


navigable waters, on the basis that wetlands eventually connect to navigable waters. This 


expansive definition of “navigable waters” would include even depressions and small farm ponds 


that don’t actually impede the flow of rivers. This document would have a huge impact on all 


types of property owners across the country: significantly more land would be regulated under 


the EPA’s stringent authority.  


 


 


Department of Health and Human Services 
Via the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act  


 


The President’s new health care law, aka “Obamacare,”
10


 was sold to the 


American public as a bill that would provide every person in this country with 


affordable health insurance. We are learning, as evidenced by these rulemakings, this is not the 


case at all.  


 


These regulations are the most costly health care regulations in our history. They, along with the 


broader health care law, will bring an end to consumer choice and competition. The Department 


of Health and Human Services (HHS) has unprecedented oversight on key purchasing and 


insuring functions within the health care market. 


  


Health Insurance Exchange  
Status: Finalized March 12, 2012. 


 


A key component of the new health care law is the establishment of health insurance exchanges 


in each of the fifty states, either by the state or federal government. While exchanges in their 


most generic sense are marketplaces allowing consumers to make purchasing decisions, the 


exchanges, as described in the proposed rule, are bureaucratic arms of the federal government 


reaching into each state.  The rules masquerade under the guise of “flexibility.”   
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 Formally known as the Patient Protection Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  







 


 


 


This behemoth of a regulation is 644 pages long and requires any state hoping to create an 


exchange apply to HHS for a permit, using their “exchange blueprint” template to do so. 


Secretary Sebelius has sole authority to approve or deny the application; any “significant 


change” must also be approved by the Secretary. The states wishing to create an exchange must 


do so within 15 months of this rule being published.  


 


Premium Tax Credits 


Status: Finalized May of 2012 by the Internal Revenue Service.  


 


Starting in 2014, individuals without health insurance through an employer will be able to 


purchase insurance through one of the new health insurance exchanges described above. If the 


individual makes below 400% of the federal poverty level, approximately $90,000 for a family 


of four, the individual will receive a tax credit. According to the law’s text, only state-based 


exchanges provide tax credits. Looking to fix this glaring oversight, the Internal Revenue 


Services’ regulation provides eligibility to all individuals regardless of exchange type in direct 


conflict of the law’s text. 


 


Guidance on Medicaid  


Status: Supreme Court ruling on June 28, 2012.  


 


Under the President’s health care law, more than 15 million individuals will be added to the 


Medicaid system, the health insurance system for low-income people. Twenty-six states 


challenged this expansion as unconstitutional and won before the Supreme Court. Now they have 


a choice whether to expand their Medicaid populations. It is not yet clear how many states will 


ultimately opt out of the expansion, but more importantly now HHS must decide how to certify 


expansions, what states can be required to do or not do and how to facilitate this entire process. 


Hundreds of pages of guidance documents for states are expected over the next year.  


 


 


The Department of Labor, the National Labor Relations Board, 


and the National Mediation Board  
Via the National Labor Relations Act and the Railway Labor Act 


 


The Department of Labor (DOL) and two independent bodies - the National Labor Relations 


Board (NLRB) and the National Mediation Board (NMB) - have issued a series of rules over the 


last few years in an attempt to tilt the playing field in favor of union organizing. Fortunately, due 


to the great public outcry, many of the rules have been challenged in court and, as a result, were 


either amended or rejected entirely.  


 


New Rulemaking Required for Union Election Rules  


Status: Comment period closed August 6, 2012.  


 


In 2010, the NMB changed a 75-year old rule regarding union elections in a blatant attempt to 


support organized labor. The rule lowered the standard of members required in a proposed 


bargaining unit from all the members of the unit, to just a majority of those present and voting in 


the election. Congress decided to get involved. The House passed a bill that would have 


rescinded the NMB’s Election Rule altogether. While the Senate passed the bill as well, they 


unfortunately did not pass the portion of it rescinding the Election Rule. Although the rule 


remains in place, some other positive changes did still result from the legislation.  


 







 


 


 


The NMB is now proposing a multi-part rule in which they will be required to provide an 


opportunity for public hearing regarding any significant rule. Also, in any runoff election in 


which there are three or more options (including the option of “no union”) on the ballot and none 


receives a majority of the valid votes cast, a second election would be held between the two 


options receiving the most votes. This means top union representatives will no longer get to hold 


their own elections where union certification was basically guaranteed. 


 


The rule will raise the showing of interest threshold for elections to not less than 50% (up from 


35%) of the employees in the group, stopping the union’s ability to go after only the most 


vulnerable groups of employees as a way of securing a union election. The rule also imposes 


mandatory review and auditing requirements on the NMB’s programs and expenditures. This 


long overdue oversight of the Board will help to make union practices more ethical, cost-


effective, and accountable. 


 


NLRB Posting Rule  
Status: The rule has been temporarily stopped by a federal court of appeals. We are still 


awaiting a final decision by the court.  


 


On August 30, 2011, the NLRB released a regulation requiring employers to post a notice of 


their employees’ rights to unionize in a public area of their office.  The postings required are 


extremely biased towards unionizing; they hardly mention the rights of an individual to not 


engage in unionizing activity. Virtually all private-sector employers would be required to comply 


under the threat of an “unfair labor practice” charge. Though the rule was set to take effect on 


April 30, 2012, the D.C. Court of Appeals issued an injunction until a final decision is made.  


 


NLRB Ambush Election Rule  
Status: Federal court struck down the rule.  


 


In June 2011, the NLRB released a proposal dubbed the “ambush election” rule or the “quickie 


election” rule. Right now, 95% of union elections occur within 56 days of employer notification, 


an eminently reasonable length of time. This rule would shorten the time to as little as 10 days. 


When given adequate time to consider all arguments, including those from their employer, 


employees frequently reject union activities. By dramatically shortening the time between filing 


and the election, employers will be severely handicapped to present alternative information — as 


signature campaigns are largely done without employer notification.   


 


The rule was set to become effective on April 30, 2012 but a federal court found the NLRB vote, 


which only had 2 voting members, to be invalid because it didn’t comprise a quorum of the 5 


person board (Chamber of Commerce v. NLRB). As of now, the rule will be suspended while the 


NLRB weighs its options. Though it may have another vote, disagreement over the validity of 


Obama’s board appointments may further delay the rule’s passage.  


 


Child Farm Labor Ban 


Status: Proposed regulation withdrawn by DOL in April of 2012.  


 


The DOL’s proposed rule was highly controversial, banning children from certain farm tasks if 


that farm isn’t wholly owned by their parents. The reality is that only about 30% of families 


wholly own their farms; there would have been a tremendous number of kids barred from farm 


work had this regulation gone into effect. Due to public outrage, DOL withdrew the rule.  


 


 







 


 


 


DOL Persuader Rule 


Status: Proposed in June of 2011. Comment period closed August 22, 2012. 


 


The DOL’s rule will radically redefine the circumstances in which outside labor relations 


consultants must report the advice they offered while assisting union campaigns. Previously, 


only consultants hired by employers with direct employee contact had to register and report their 


advice. The new rule will require all consultants, regardless of employee contact, register and file 


detailed reports on their activities to the DOL.  


 


Micro-Unions 


Status: Policy effective August 26, 2011 and is being used by unions currently.  


 


Last summer, the NLRB began to give small groups of working individuals the privilege to form 


“micro-unions” – unions that allow employees who share the same job title or role to collectively 


bargain, without the support of other employees in the larger work unit.  For example, a micro-


union could form just for grocery store cashiers without any other employees in the store. 


 


Rather than gaining the support of most employees in a company, unions can now spend their 


time and resources soliciting only the most vulnerable workers. As a result, employers will have 


a difficult time keeping micro-unions out of the workplace and will be forced to deal with the 


problems they create: they’ll need to bargain with multiple micro-unions, who all seek different 


demands, resulting in increased management and labor costs. Micro-unions will add layers of 


bureaucracy for wage rules, working conditions, and other union demands. Employees outside of 


the micro-unions will also be negatively affected by strikes and a fractured work environment.  


 


 


FDIC, Federal Reserve, CFTC, and the CFPB 
Via the Dodd-Frank Bill 


 


With the passage of the controversial Dodd-Frank Bill of 2010, came a flood of 


new rulemakings that promise to make the financial sector more unstable, 


concentrated, inefficient, and prone to crises, and make credit more expensive 


for consumers and businesses. 


 


New Restrictions on Derivatives and Derivative Trading 


Status: Several proposed rulemakings in various stages; they can be seen on their website.   


 


To date, the Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) has issued 63 proposed rules and 


guidance, and has finalized 36 final rules and guidance and 7 final orders. This extensive list of 


rules will restrict the use of financial derivatives, including futures contracts and currency swaps 


that help farmers, investors, and businesses hedge against financial risks.  Critics say that 


subjecting these financial tools to more regulation and restrictions will undermine their 


usefulness and, ironically, contribute to financial instability when people stop using them. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



http://www.cftc.gov/LawRegulation/DoddFrankAct/index.htm





 


 


 


Large Bank Resolution Plan (“Living Will”) Requirement 
Status: Finalized on Sept. 13, 2011.  Banks submitted plans by July 1, 2012.   


 


As a result of Dodd-Frank, federal regulators now have the authority to seize and liquidate any 


“systemically significant” financial institution that is at risk of failing and hurting the economy. 


Because of this newly granted power, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) now 


requires the nation’s largest banks to submit a “living will”: a plan to help regulators shut them 


down in an orderly way if they are seized under the FDIC’s new resolution power. Additionally, 


regulators granting “systemically significant” status to certain banks will send a market signal 


that the government deems them “too big to fail” and will thus give them preferential treatment. 


 


Risk Retention and “Qualified Residential Mortgage” Requirements     


Status: Statutory deadline for a final rule is January 2013. The comment period was extended to 


July 9, 2012. Still awaiting the issuance of a final rule.  


 


For home, auto, and credit card loans packaged into securities, lenders will be required to retain 


at least 5 percent in their own portfolios (have “skin in the game”), a change designed to curb the 


kind of reckless lending that caused the financial crisis.  Instead, the rule will simply make it 


more costly to lend.  Home loans that meet high standards are exempted, further tightening credit 


in housing and creating a new class of government-protected investments that distorts markets.   


 


Volcker Rule Limits on Bank Trading and Investment Activities  
Status: A proposed rulemaking was issued in October of 2011 and a final rule is expected in the 


next few months. 


 


The rule reinstates Glass-Steagall-like protections, separating traditional banking from “risky” 


investment banking.  It specifically limits “proprietary trading” – the ability of a bank to make 


trades that don’t directly benefit their clients.  It also limits the size of large banks and prohibits 


banks from owning or investing in hedge funds or private equity funds, viewed as too risky.  


Critics argue that the rule hurts the competitiveness of U.S. banks compared to banks elsewhere 


that don’t face such restrictions, and it limits banks’ ability to manage their balance sheets safely.   


 


Limitless Rules under the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB)  


Status: Bureau opened July 21, 2011. Several proposed rulemakings in various stages; they can 


be seen on their website.   


 


The CFPB was designed to consolidate the power to regulate all consumer financial products 


under one bureaucratic roof. No one wants people to be swindled by financial “tricks and traps,” 


but the Bureau possesses unchecked power to regulate an unprecedented range of financial 


products such as credit cards and payday loans and the institutions that offer them (a CFPB 


official estimated over 100,000 firms could be covered), without any input or oversight from 


Congress. Critics are concerned that too-onerous rules will stifle innovation in the financial 


industry and end up costing consumers via higher prices and fewer choices on products. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



http://www.consumerfinance.gov/notice-and-comment/





 


 


 


Federal Communications Commission  
Via the 1934 Communications Act and the Recovery Act 


 


The FCC’s original mandate from the Communications Act of 1934 was to 


police “public” airwaves in a then “world of scarcity.” This mandate is almost 


completely obsolete today thanks to the incredible innovations in 


telecommunications and multimedia over the last century. Yet despite these advances, the FCC is 


continuing to exert an enormous amount of control and influence over telecommunications and 


the Internet.  


 


The FCC’s propensity to regulate without congressional authority has not gone unnoticed; earlier 


this year Congress passed H.R. 3309, the Federal Communications Commission Process Reform 


Act, in an attempt to stop over-reaching by the Commission. Unfortunately the Senate will likely 


reject the bill if it ever comes to a vote.  


 


Seven Economically Significant Rules  
Status: The rules are in various stages of the rulemaking process.  


 


The FCC has seven rules costing over $100 million each in the rulemaking process right now.  


 


FCC Campaigns  


Status: Ongoing.  


 


The FCC has launched a series of high profile campaigns throughout the Obama Administration 


that include its National Broadband Plan, its net neutrality order (issued without congressional 


authority), and its “Future of Media” campaign addressing a supposed crisis in journalism. Also, 


the FCC blocked the AT&T/T-Mobile merger, and lengthy, costly transaction reviews and 


disabling “conditions” imposed on mergers like those of Comcast-NBC Universal and XM-


Sirius.
11
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 http://cei.org/op-eds-articles/how-regulate-federal-communications-commission  



http://cei.org/op-eds-articles/how-regulate-federal-communications-commission





Special thanks to Giovanna Longobardo and Drew Dillingham for their role bringing this
summary together.

 

Regulations highlighted in this summary include:

 

·         Utility MACT Rule

·         Boiler MACT Rule

·         Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) Standards

·         Cross State Air Pollution Rule

·         Carbon Pollution Standards for New Power Plants

·         Farm Dust Rule

·         Coal Ash Rule

·         Emission Standards for Hydraulic Fracturing

·         Hydraulic Fracturing on Federal and Indian Lands

·         Energy Conservation Standards for Appliances

·         Clean Water Act “Wetlands” Guidance

·         Health Insurance Exchange

·         Health Insurance Premium Tax Credits

·         Guidance on Medicaid

·         New Rulemaking Required for Union Election Rules

·         NLRB Posting Rule

·         NLRB Ambush Election Rule

·         Child Farm Labor Ban

·         DOL Persuader Rule

·         Micro-Unions



·         New Restrictions on Derivatives and Derivative Trading

·         Large Bank Resolution Plan (“Living Will”) Requirement

·         Risk Retention and “Qualified Residential Mortgage” Requirements          

·         Volcker Rule Limits on Bank Trading and Investment Activities

·         Limitless Rules under the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB)

·         FCC Regulations

 

 

Best,

 

James Valvo

Director of Policy

Americans for Prosperity



From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: media inquiry re ObamaCare money in Oklahoma
Date: Friday, September 21, 2012 9:43:57 AM
Attachments: OSDH_AffCareAct_Grants_20120904.xlsx

As a reminder, yesterday Zeke Canfield with the Oklahoman asked in relatively combative terms if
we were ok with Oklahoma state government taking money from funds allocated as part of ACA. I
told him he needed to find specific instances and that I wasn’t going to respond to this press release
(http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention/ok.html), which is too vague to
even tell which agency or entity the funds are going to.
 
Both Zeke and I then contacted the state department of health to ask what funds they might have
taken.
 
The short answer is $20M of ACA money (see attached spread sheet). Some of the programs sound
very federal, such as: “Racial & Ethnic Approaches to Community Health.” Their staff has confirmed
they do not need the gov’s approval to get this money, so it is out of our jurisdiction.  
 
Nevertheless, Zeke is definitely going to write a story with the question being: If Oklahomans and
governor fallin are so against ACA, how come we are spending so much Obamacare money?
 
I’m calling Leslea at Health now to discuss. Suggestions welcome.
 
 
 
 
 

From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea [mailto:Leslea@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 5:16 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Money from ACA
 
Alex:
 
Apologies for the delay in response. This was a complicated question that required
“peeling back the onion” a bit to try to answer.
 

1-    As you know, not all federal public health dollars awarded to the State of Oklahoma
are awarded to the OK State Department of Health. These federal funds also go to
tribal nations, the autonomous city-county health departments in Oklahoma City
and Tulsa, or other entities that provide training and public health education, and
that’s certainly been true for the Prevention Fund monies.

2-    It is also important to note that the OSDH is primarily federally funded – we have
been for decades – currently more than 56 percent of our budget is made up of
federal funding. Thus it is critical that we do actively review federal grant
opportunities to implement evidence-based programs that align with our priorities in

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov
mailto:press@gov.ok.gov
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/02/prevention/ok.html
mailto:Leslea@health.ok.gov
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		OSDH AFFORDABLE CARE ACT FUNDING

		As of 09/04/2012

		Title		Current Award Amount 

		Communities Putting Prevention to Work		97,707.00

		Immunization Billing Services		1,046,675.00

		LTC/National Background Check		2,573,591.00

		Tobacco Supplemental		68,970.00

		Epidemiology & Lab Capacity		453,036.00

		Early Childhood Home Visit Program		4,319,559.00

		MIEC Home Visit Programs		9,430,000.00

		Racial & Ethnic Approaches to Community Health		1,060,672.00

		Coordinated Chronic Disease Prevention		1,023,062.00

		HAI Prevention Infrastructure		71,472.00

		Meningococcal		17,016.00

		Strengthening Public Health		422,368.00

				20,584,128.00









reducing the spread of infectious disease, improving children’s health, preventing
cardiovascular disease deaths and other chronic conditions, reducing tobacco use
and obesity, enhancing all hazard preparedness, and protecting state residents
through regulatory programs and safety inspections. It is quite possible that all core
public health priorities may be funded in the future from Prevention Fund monies. 

3-    Also noteworthy is that the Prevention Fund monies have been used in some
instances to offset reduced historical grant funding for existing public health
programs, or to continue efforts that began under a different revenue stream, thus it
can be difficult to segregate Prevention Fund revenue from other federal public
health funds, and it is extremely difficult to match up with the description of the
framework of ACA funds distribution in the state that you forwarded in your email.

4-    Finally, staff have confirmed that grant guidance for these funds does not require
the OSDH to seek governor’s approval.

 
I’ve attached an Excel file indicating current ACA funding to OSDH. I’ll call you shortly to
follow up. -- Leslea
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:47 AM
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Money from ACA
 
Leslea, do you know if Health Dept got money from the ACA from these or any other programs?
Thanks

How the Fund Improves Wellness and Prevention for Oklahomans

Since the Affordable Care Act was passed in 2010, the Department of Health and Human Services has

awarded more than $13.2 million in Prevention Fund grants to Oklahoma and organizations in

Oklahoma in efforts related to:

Community Prevention ($2,732,000): Funding supports prevention activities proven to reduce health

care costs and improve healthy behaviors.

·         Community and State Prevention ($2,664,000).  These funds support Community

Transformation Grants, which empower communities to use evidence-based interventions to

prevent heart attacks, strokes, cancer, and other conditions by reducing tobacco use,

preventing obesity, and reducing health disparities.  These dollars also help support a chronic

disease prevention grant program and strengthen evidence-based employer wellness

programs.

·         Tobacco Use Prevention ($68,000).  This funding supports anti-tobacco education

campaigns, telephone-based tobacco cessation services, and outreach programs that are

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


proven to reduce tobacco use and those focused on vulnerable populations, consistent with

the HHS Tobacco Control Strategic Action Plan.

Clinical Prevention ($3,621,000): Funding supports programs to improve Americans’ access to

important preventive services and the full range of care necessary to meet diverse healthcare needs.

·         Access to Critical Wellness and Preventive Health Services ($1,063,000).  This funding

increases awareness of new preventive benefits made available by the Affordable Care Act

through community partnerships. It also expands immunization services by providing

additional resources and flexibility to States.

·         Behavioral Health Screening and Integration with Primary Health ($2,436,000).  These

dollars help communities integrate primary care services into publicly funded community

mental health and other community-based behavioral health settings. They also expand

suicide prevention activities and screenings for substance use disorders.

·         HIV/AIDS Prevention ($122,000).  These efforts focuses on HIV prevention in high risk

populations and communities by increasing HIV testing opportunities, linking HIV-infected

people with needed services, and filling critical gaps in data and understanding of the HIV

epidemic to better target prevention, care, and treatment.

Public Health Infrastructure and Training ($6,218,000): These efforts help State and local health

departments meet 21st century challenges.

·         Public Health Workforce ($2,517,000).  These programs support training of public health

providers to improve preventive medicine, health promotion, disease prevention, and

epidemiology. The funding also improves access to and quality of health services in medically

underserved communities and provides front line care while training the next generation of

public health leaders.

·         Detection and Response Capacity ($598,000).  State and local governments will receive

new resources to prevent, detect, and respond to disease outbreaks, including those caused

by influenza and foodborne pathogens. It also funds programs that prevent healthcare-

associated infections.

·         Public Health Infrastructure ($3,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce



accurate and timely information for action.

Research and Data Collection ($714,000): Funds support the scientific study of prevention to better

understand how to translate research into practice.

·         Prevention Research ($714,000).  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Task

Force on Community Preventive Services conducts systematic reviews of public health

interventions to prevent disability, disease, and death, and disseminates the results to the

public, clinicians, health officials, and community leaders.

Building on Other Administration Initiatives that Promote Prevention

The Obama Administration takes a broad approach to addressing the health and well-being of our

communities. Other initiatives that promote prevention in States and communities include the following:

·         The Affordable Care Act, which expands access to preventive care by removing cost

sharing for recommended clinical preventive services.

·         The President’s Childhood Obesity Task Force and the First Lady’s Let’s Move! initiative

aimed at combating childhood obesity.

·         The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which provides \ billion for

community-based initiatives, tobacco cessation activities, chronic disease reduction programs,

and efforts to reduce health care-acquired infections.

·         The Million Hearts initiative to prevent one million heart attacks and strokes in the next five

years.

·         The Affordable Care Act’s National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health

Council, with representation from 17 Federal agencies, and that has developed a National

Prevention and Health Promotion Strategy.

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/features/rights/preventive-care/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2010/07/preventive-services-list.html
http://www.letsmove.gov/
http://www.recovery.gov/About/Pages/The_Act.aspx
http://www.millionhearts.hhs.gov/
http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention/nphpphc/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention/nphpphc/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention/nphpphc/strategy/index.html
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Re: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
Date: Monday, July 16, 2012 4:18:11 PM

It seems it is safest to still with the same statement already issued
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 03:55 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee 
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question 
 
Yep, guess we just send that…but I would try to make sure with her…its going to start a shitstorm…
and basically make her decision for us…without even having met with the speaker and the ppt yet,
which I’m not comfortable with. we don’t get to write our own dialogue on this, which would be
unfortunate.
 
Can we beg off and say the gov is in the air and wait until tomorrow?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:53 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision
to uphold the bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is
unaffordable and unworkable, and that many aspects of the bill — including the
individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not intended by the authors of
the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a congresswoman and supported the
lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates,
including the Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace
the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA,
Governor Fallin believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review
the state of Oklahoma’s options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the
creation of a health insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a decision soon;
it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of
Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as
they are made.

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov


Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
Right – what was our last written statement to any reporter?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
I haven’t gotten any response from the gov on this. According to USA Today our position on
ObamaCare is we are going to wait until November before we do anything on some combination of
an exchange and Medicaid expansion. Fox25 saw it and wants confirmation. I’m just going to send
them our original statement and say that the gov’s position has not changed.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:44 AM
To: 'Mary Fallin'
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 

This article from USA today (http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-07-
12/states-health-care-status/56181438/1) reports the following … it’s written clumsily and
its not clear whether you are waiting until after the election to pursue an exchange or
Medicaid expansion or both:
Oklahoma(18%). Gov. Mary Fallin, a Republican, plans to wait until after the November
election to decide how to proceed, according to local news accounts. The Legislature has
declined to establish health care exchanges. Fallin hasn't decided whether to expand
Medicaid coverage to more uninsured adults, mostly at federal expense.
 
Please let me know how to proceed. If I confirm that you are going to wait until after the
election for either Medicaid/exchange action, that is a change in our position and the
media here will immediately begin reporting that. if that’s not our position I need to call
USA today and tell them that so they can change their article. We are being asked by local
press so ignoring is not an option.

 
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:19 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
Pull off AP stories and see what it says I said..
I think I was probably referring to exchanges and the elections to try to repeal and replace....
On the Medicaid
I generally said we were very concerned with the financial hit our budget and are analyzing
the info
, waiting for HHS to answer questions ..

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-07-12/states-health-care-status/56181438/1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-07-12/states-health-care-status/56181438/1
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/Mary+Fallin


Is this what you remember Katie??

Mary Fallin

On Jul 16, 2012, at 8:38 AM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor, did u say this at nga? 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Joseph A. Griffin" <jagriffin@sbgnet.com>
Date: July 16, 2012 4:16:29 AM CDT
To: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FOX 25 healthcare reform question

AP is reporting the Governor intends to wait for the election until
implementing any reforms.  can you confirm this?

Joe Griffin
Fox 25 news
(405)520-1642

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:jagriffin@sbgnet.com
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: RGPPC Leadership notes-- Govs Only Saturday
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 10:49:10 AM

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto  
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 10:03 AM
To: Deborah Hohlt; Janel Anderson; Robert Spendlove; Anne CASSITY; brian ;
ryan ; lgromis ; kip.knudson@alaska.gov; shawnpreese
adam.nordstrom ; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Andrew Silvestri; Doug; Finkbeiner,
Chris; McBride, Bill (GOV); Beth.Tipps@tn.gov; TS
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman
Subject: RGPPC Leadership notes-- Govs Only Saturday
 
Guys-  in the Governors’ only meeting on Saturday at NGA, the governors will have
only one hour to discuss their moving parts. I realize some of your governors are not
attending the meeting. Their conversation will largely be dominated by healthcare. I
doubt they’ll get into individual committee reports, in fact, it won’t be detailed in their
agenda to do so.  Nevertheless, we will provide a short summary of efforts in their
binders, which will be at their seats when they arrive. Because you are in leadership, I
wanted to make you aware of what it says. Let me know if you have any heartburn.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
This memo serves as an update regarding policy activities for 2012.
 
Healthcare (Jindal/Herbert/Sandoval):

·          Letter written to the President regarding “unanswered questions” submitted with press
effort on Tuesday.

·         PPACA costs to states is being updated.
·         Governors “Replace” report still being crafted.  Document is currently on hold to

defer to Governor Romney’s plans. The RGPPC could submit the “Replace” report to
the platform committee for consideration.

·         Successful policy symposium was held this summer in Scottsdale.
 
Energy (Mead/Corbett/Parnell):

·         The Energy Report is being approved by states and stakeholders (RGPPC member
companies and energy associations).  RGPPC is coordinating with Governor Romney
for potential release in late July.  The RGPPC could submit this report to the platform

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov


committee for consideration.
·         Successful policy symposium was held this summer in Charlotte.

 
Education (Deal/Haslam):

·         The Education report is being written by states. 
·         Goal is to release this document in August and submit to the platform committee for

consideration.
·         Successful policy symposium was held this summer in Scottsdale.

 
Federalism (Brownback/Fallin):

·         This committee is crafting an op-ed to discuss Federalism
 
Transportation (Branstad/Snyder/Scott):

·         Policy symposium to be held this fall in Atlanta.
·         Efforts this fall involve trade infrastructure.

 
Best Practices:

·         Governor Daniels has made sharing Best Practices the cornerstone of his RGPPC
efforts. States have been paired to share best practices in the attached document. 
RGPPC will host these events throughout the fall.  States may choose to attend
additional sessions.

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 



From: Deborah Hohlt
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: NGA
Date: Friday, October 12, 2012 2:11:57 PM

Katie…

I've heard from a couple of GOP Hill staffers who were at a recent closed door briefing with CBO 
about the budget, fiscal cliff, health care costs, etc… Dan Crippen was invited to participate in 
his role as NGA Director.  According to several sources, he made it plain that he/NGA believed 
all Governors would fully implement ObamaCare and I suppose extrapolating that the budget 
should reflect that.  This made the D staffers in the room gleeful.  Several important R staffers 
approached him afterwards and were surprised he would make such a matter of fact statement 
when so many of us have been holding the line that this will be a fiscal disaster for our states 
and country.  Just saying' he should be more politically sensitive and second, the fact is he does 
not know if all states will or will not eventually (if Obama wins) capitulate.  He is using the Dems 
message point that like Medicaid there was resistance at first but eventually every state 
participates.  These are different times with different financial realities.  I just thought you should 
be aware.  It could be problematic for many if he is quoted somewhere at some future public 
event.  As this was a closed door meeting, it is sensitive as staff are not supposed to discuss 
specifics.  But, knowing many Govs strong feelings on this issue, I rec'd a heads up.  Call if 
you'd like to discuss.

D

Deborah Hohlt
cell)

202-624-1474 (office)

mailto:debbie@hohlt.com
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


From: Dana Thompson {GOV}
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: dcrippen@NGA.ORG; missy.wier@state.de.us; DQuam@NGA.ORG; brian ; Denise Northrup;

Joshua Sharfstein (DHMH); Carolyn Quattrocki {GOV}; Charles Milligan (DHMH)
Subject: Re: URGENT: PPACA
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 8:05:09 AM

Katie,

I mentioned this at one of our HHS Committee SAC meetings in the context of the
"essential health benefit" component of the ACA, but generally, with regard to
establishing an exchange, Maryland has made good progress that might serve
others quite well.   Governor O'Malley has repeatedly asked his staff to make
themselves available to states that seek advice in setting up their exchanges. 

We're also glad to join you in reaching out to Secretary Sebelius for additional
guidance, but since every state is different, your boss and other Governors might
find it most helpful to call the Secretary individually.  I understand that she's happy
to help walk Governors through the process to achieve success.

I am copying Josh Sharfstein, our Secretary of Health & Mental Hygiene, Chuck
Milligan, our Medicaid Director, and Carolyn Quattrocki, Executive Director of our
Office of Health Care Reform.  The experts who are working on the exchanges in
your state and any other state can feel free to reach out to them to get insight on
how we set up our exchange, and they'll be more than happy to walk through it.

Moreover, please check out this recent press release to get an overview of
Maryland's exchange, called "Maryland Health
Connection": http://www.governor.maryland.gov/ltgovernor/pressreleases/120823.asp
.  

Hopefully, this helps.

On Friday, November 9, 2012, Katie Altshuler wrote:
Yes

----- Original Message -----
From: Crippen, Dan [mailto:dcrippen@NGA.ORG]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; 'missy.wier@state.de.us' <missy.wier@state.de.us>; Quam,
David <DQuam@NGA.ORG>
Cc: 'brian
'dana.thompson@maryland.gov' <dana.thompson@maryland.gov>; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: URGENT: PPACA

Whille i understand the general frustration, is the issue of Nov 16 the primary one?

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
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Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:43 PM
To: 'missy.wier@state.de.us' <missy.wier@state.de.us>; Crippen, Dan; Quam,
David
Cc: 'brian@
'dana.thompson@maryland.gov' <dana.thompson@maryland.gov>; Denise
Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Re: URGENT: PPACA

We would like a mtg w/ President, Sebelius is welcome to attend as well, but we
feel like we are getting conflicting answers and messages from various levels of
government and the mtg needs to be with the President.

----- Original Message -----
From: Wier Banashak Missy (Governor) [mailto:missy.wier@state.de.us]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; 'dcrippen@NGA.ORG' <dcrippen@NGA.ORG>;
'DQuam@NGA.ORG' <DQuam@NGA.ORG>
Cc: 'brian@  Dana Thompson (GOV)
(dana.thompson@maryland.gov) <dana.thompson@maryland.gov>
Subject: RE: URGENT: PPACA

Thanks Katie.  Looping in Dana here as well.   Was there any discussion about a
meeting w/ Sebelius?

Missy Wier Banashak
Director
DC Office of Governor Jack Markell
202-624-5940
missy.wier@state.de.us

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:37 PM
To: Wier Banashak Missy (Governor); 'dcrippen@NGA.ORG'; 'DQuam@NGA.ORG'
Cc: 'brian
Subject: URGENT: PPACA

We would like to see if NGA is willing to ask for a meeting between President
Obama and Governors to get answers to questions re/ exchanges and Medicaid
Expansion.

Katie 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any
attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this
transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.
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-- 

Dana J. Thompson • Director, Federal Relations • Office of Gov. Martin O'Malley • State of Maryland
• 202.624.1430 (o) • 202.783.3061 (f) • (c) • Sign Up for Governor O’Malley’s E-Newsletter •
This message and any response to it may constitute a public record and thus may be publicly available
to anyone who requests it.

http://www.governor.maryland.gov/mail/


From: Crippen, Dan
To: Katie Altshuler; "missy.wier@state.de.us"; Quam, David
Cc: "brian "; "dana.thompson@maryland.gov"; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: URGENT: PPACA
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:05:32 PM

Whille i understand the general frustration, is the issue of Nov 16 the primary one?

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:43 PM
To: 'missy.wier@state.de.us' <missy.wier@state.de.us>; Crippen, Dan; Quam, David
Cc: 'brian@  'dana.thompson@maryland.gov'
<dana.thompson@maryland.gov>; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Re: URGENT: PPACA

We would like a mtg w/ President, Sebelius is welcome to attend as well, but we feel like we are getting
conflicting answers and messages from various levels of government and the mtg needs to be with the
President.

----- Original Message -----
From: Wier Banashak Missy (Governor) [mailto:missy.wier@state.de.us]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; 'dcrippen@NGA.ORG' <dcrippen@NGA.ORG>; 'DQuam@NGA.ORG'
<DQuam@NGA.ORG>
Cc: 'brian@  Dana Thompson (GOV)
(dana.thompson@maryland.gov) <dana.thompson@maryland.gov>
Subject: RE: URGENT: PPACA

Thanks Katie.  Looping in Dana here as well.   Was there any discussion about a meeting w/ Sebelius?

Missy Wier Banashak
Director
DC Office of Governor Jack Markell
202-624-5940
missy.wier@state.de.us

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:37 PM
To: Wier Banashak Missy (Governor); 'dcrippen@NGA.ORG'; 'DQuam@NGA.ORG'
Cc: 'brian '
Subject: URGENT: PPACA

We would like to see if NGA is willing to ask for a meeting between President Obama and Governors to
get answers to questions re/ exchanges and Medicaid Expansion.

Katie 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
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From: Wier Banashak Missy (Governor)
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: URGENT: PPACA
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 9:40:21 AM

I'm still waiting to hear from our team about the timing of the call. He has a meeting at
that time so they are seeing if there is a way to make both work. 

I am about to present at this conference but will try to reach you after that. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Nov 12, 2012, at 7:00 AM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

While I appreciate this, it missed the point, if HHS has answers they need to put them in
writing to all states. We don't really want to sit down with another state to get answers to our
questions! We honestly want an open dialogue but we want it with Feds. 

Also checking on status of Markell/Fallin call.

Please call me when you have a chance! Thanks, Katie
 
From: Dana Thompson {GOV} [mailto:dana.thompson@maryland.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 08:05 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: dcrippen@NGA.ORG <dcrippen@nga.org>; missy.wier@state.de.us
<missy.wier@state.de.us>; DQuam@NGA.ORG <DQuam@nga.org>; brian
<brian >; Denise Northrup; Joshua Sharfstein (DHMH)
<joshua.sharfstein@maryland.gov>; Carolyn Quattrocki {GOV}
<carolyn.quattrocki@maryland.gov>; Charles Milligan (DHMH) <charles.milligan@maryland.gov>

Subject: Re: URGENT: PPACA 
 
Katie,

I mentioned this at one of our HHS Committee SAC meetings in the context of
the "essential health benefit" component of the ACA, but generally, with regard
to establishing an exchange, Maryland has made good progress that might
serve others quite well.   Governor O'Malley has repeatedly asked his staff to
make themselves available to states that seek advice in setting up their
exchanges. 

We're also glad to join you in reaching out to Secretary Sebelius for additional
guidance, but since every state is different, your boss and other Governors
might find it most helpful to call the Secretary individually.  I understand that
she's happy to help walk Governors through the process to achieve success.

I am copying Josh Sharfstein, our Secretary of Health & Mental Hygiene, Chuck
Milligan, our Medicaid Director, and Carolyn Quattrocki, Executive Director of
our Office of Health Care Reform.  The experts who are working on the
exchanges in your state and any other state can feel free to reach out to them
to get insight on how we set up our exchange, and they'll be more than happy
to walk through it.

Moreover, please check out this recent press release to get an overview of
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Maryland's exchange, called "Maryland Health
Connection": http://www.governor.maryland.gov/ltgovernor/pressreleases/120823.asp
.  

Hopefully, this helps.

On Friday, November 9, 2012, Katie Altshuler wrote:
Yes

----- Original Message -----
From: Crippen, Dan [mailto:dcrippen@NGA.ORG]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; 'missy.wier@state.de.us' <missy.wier@state.de.us>;
Quam, David <DQuam@NGA.ORG>
Cc: 'brian@
'dana.thompson@maryland.gov' <dana.thompson@maryland.gov>; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: URGENT: PPACA

Whille i understand the general frustration, is the issue of Nov 16 the
primary one?

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:43 PM
To: 'missy.wier@state.de.us' <missy.wier@state.de.us>; Crippen, Dan;
Quam, David
Cc: 'brian@
'dana.thompson@maryland.gov' <dana.thompson@maryland.gov>; Denise
Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Re: URGENT: PPACA

We would like a mtg w/ President, Sebelius is welcome to attend as well, but
we feel like we are getting conflicting answers and messages from various
levels of government and the mtg needs to be with the President.

----- Original Message -----
From: Wier Banashak Missy (Governor) [mailto:missy.wier@state.de.us]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:40 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; 'dcrippen@NGA.ORG' <dcrippen@NGA.ORG>;
'DQuam@NGA.ORG' <DQuam@NGA.ORG>
Cc: 'brian@  Dana Thompson (GOV)
(dana.thompson@maryland.gov) <dana.thompson@maryland.gov>
Subject: RE: URGENT: PPACA

Thanks Katie.  Looping in Dana here as well.   Was there any discussion
about a meeting w/ Sebelius?

Missy Wier Banashak
Director
DC Office of Governor Jack Markell
202-624-5940
missy.wier@state.de.us

http://www.governor.maryland.gov/ltgovernor/pressreleases/120823.asp
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-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:37 PM
To: Wier Banashak Missy (Governor); 'dcrippen@NGA.ORG';
'DQuam@NGA.ORG'
Cc: 'brian
Subject: URGENT: PPACA

We would like to see if NGA is willing to ask for a meeting between President
Obama and Governors to get answers to questions re/ exchanges and
Medicaid Expansion.

Katie 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any
attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may
contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication
in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

-- 

Dana J. Thompson • Director, Federal Relations • Office of Gov. Martin O'Malley • State of Maryland
• 202.624.1430 (o) • 202.783.3061 (f) •  (c) • Sign Up for Governor O’Malley’s E-
Newsletter • This message and any response to it may constitute a public record and thus may
be publicly available to anyone who requests it.
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From: Bert Belanger
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: NMTC Eligibility Around Capitol Complex
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 12:16:47 PM
Attachments: New Market Tax Credit Map Inset Oklahoma County 0911041258 BOTH SITES.pdf

Katie

A full year has passed since I began this dialogue below with Harry Birdwell and we are making some
progress.  As you know from our past meetings, my efforts to broker the relocation of OHCA began 2
years prior to this 2011 email to Harry.  Harry has since made progress by getting broader authority for
CLO to exchange some of its land for income-producing real estate, and he continues to push for more
authority to monetize and invest CLO assets on a more productive basis.  He and I are working
together on a couple of potential CLO "test case" investments that are compelling in both policy and
economic terms.

I applaud the recent decisions announced this week by my friend Governor Mary Fallin, which are
consistent with the premise of my presentations this past year to CLO, and to DCS/OSF (regarding
OHCA's RFP for office space, which now has OHCA leaning toward a move to Lincoln Boulevard,
albeit not to my client's building, but next door at the former LP Hotel site owned by Dick
Tanenbaum).  The State of Oklahoma and Governor Fallin can and should continue take the lead to
show both the Federal government and other states how to be better stewards of their resources for
the benefit of their citizens.  As a part of this model, the State's real estate assets and their efficient
use and monetization can make up a large portion of the multi-billion dollar funding gap that results
from the wise (in my opinion) but controversial decision by Governor Fallin to forego the Federal
Obamacare Band-Aid.   In the states that take this "sucker bet", it will indeed hurt much worse when it
gets ripped off…..

In my humble opinion, Harry Birdwell's creativity, vision and private sector experience can expedite and
help fund some of the Governor's initiatives, as the CLO, the largest single property owner in the State,
can and should be a key player in the solutions to problems facing the Governor and the State.  Over
the past 3+ years, I have represented both OHCA (and its would-be landlords) and the City-County
Health Department (as outside counsel for Phase I of its new 63rd Street Wellness campus), and I
have learned first hand of the key role these agencies play in helping Oklahomans get healthier and try
to turn the tide on Oklahoma's abysmal health statistics.  I also serve on the board of TEEM (The
Education and Employment Ministry, which recently hired former Speaker Kris Steele as our CEO) and
I have attempted to work with Oklahoma County officials, as both of these entities struggle with the
burgeoning issues corrections and rehabilitation reforms for adult and juvenile inmates.  I have also
learned that many State and local agencies fail to efficiently collaborate on finding and executing
solutions.  As an example, I understand that the State Health Department currently rents over 100,000
sf of expensive warehouse space in far West OKC, and has been considering building a new building,
while empty buildings abound within 2 miles of the Capitol.

I believe that the health issues of many Oklahomans overlap with many of the same symptoms that
overtax our corrections systems, and I further believe that the State's real estate assets and their
smarter use, financing and stewardship can help create funding and/or defray costs to help solve and
address these problems.  We can create real dollars and value for Oklahomans through collaboration
among agencies and with the private sector.

I write this email as a tumultuous 2012 winds down, but I hope that we can focus together on and
discuss this with you, Harry and Mr. Doerflinger in 2013.

Please give my regards to Governor Fallin and Best Wishes for the Thanksgiving Holiday.

Regards



Bert 
Bert Belanger

Contact Information:: Cell or Text: 

My Law Practice Contact Information:

Of Counsel to the Law Firm of
Riggs Abney Neal Turpen Orbison & Lewis, PC
Offices in OKC, Tulsa and Denver www.riggsabney.com

bbelanger@riggsabney.com

(Paragon Building)
5801 North Broadway
Suite 101
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118
405.843.9909 office
405.842.2913 fax

My Real Estate Activities:

UrbanWorks, Inc.
Realty * Development * Services

belanger@urbanworksok.com

See Our Listings at
www.urbanworksok.com

Mail:  P.O. Box 14467, OKC 73113

OUR NEW OFFICE AT LAND MARK TOWERS 
Suite 330 Center Tower, 3545 Northwest 58th Street
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120
405.605.7575 office
405.605.7574 fax

______________________________________________ 

From:   Bert Belanger  

Sent:   Wednesday, November 30, 2011 5:03 PM 
To:     'Harry Birdwell' 
Subject:        NMTC Eligibility Around Capitol Complex

Harry Birdwell 
Executive Director 
Commissioners of the Land Office 
State of Oklahoma



Harry

Sorry we are playing phone tag.

Still want to follow up on the notion of CLO making investments in real estate surrounding the Capitol,
enlisting private development expertise, execution and capital.  Both the Sears Property on 16th and
the former AWG Property on NE 36th are in the midst of a large geographic area that is automatically
eligible for Federal New Market Tax Credits.  While these buildings cannot be NMTC eligible if
renovated as a "special purpose" building like a prison, they can be renovated (or newly built) as office,
warehouses and multipurpose building with private dollars, leased to government users, and, ultimately,
purchased by the State, County, City, etc. after a 7 year private investment holding period, with the
amount of NMTC equity paid-in requiring no ultimate repayment.  Thus, NMTCs are becoming a
common way nationally of augmenting this type of development - private developers creating space for
government users in a true lease-purchase structure.

Attached is the NMTC Eligibility map for Ok County, which is compelling.
<<New_Market_Tax_Credit_Map_Inset_Oklahoma_County_0911041258 BOTH SITES.pdf>> The role
of CLO could be to assist as a financier through acquisition and landbanking for the private developer
the building shell and land, stay in as a lender throughout the redevelopment (or not, at its election)
and then ultimately help (if warranted) the State step back into ownership after Year 7 by financing the
purchase option exercise.

The OHCA deal timing has probably slipped to the point where it presents an opportunity for CLO.  
The OHCA Lease is signed and approved, but delivery will now likely be in the 2nd Quarter of 2013. 
Similarly, other users like Ok Co Juvenile Justice (200sf facility), the State Health Dept (100ksf
warehouse), DMHSAS (100k sf office), Langston (50k sf) could be relocated on fallow real estate in
the NMTC target area surrounding the Capitol under this structure.  This would seem to dovetail with
the Governor's vision of cooperation with the private sector and maximizing the State's assets and
minimizing its costs of holding real estate.  With Downtown's and OUHSC's resurgence, the Capitol
surroundings comprise good real estate and could be much more impressive, functional and productive
than they are.

I look forward to catching up after OSU's Bedlam win…

Bert 
Bert Belanger

Contact Information:: Cell or Text: 

My Law Practice Contact Information:

Of Counsel to the Law Firm of
Riggs Abney Neal Turpen Orbison & Lewis, PC
Offices in OKC, Tulsa and Denver www.riggsabney.com

bbelanger@riggsabney.com

5801 North Broadway
Suite 101
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118
405.843.9909 office
405.842.2913 fax



My Real Estate Activities:

UrbanWorks, Inc.
Realty * Development * Services

belanger@urbanworksok.com

See Our Listings at
www.urbanworksok.com

P.O. Box 14467, OKC 73113
2912 Lakeside Drive (North of Britton on May)
Second Floor
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120
405.605.7575 office
405.605.7574 fax



From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Fwd: Obamacare in Oklahoma
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:28:09 PM

Afp and jolly are on my list...

Begin forwarded message:

From: Nate Webb <nate >
Date: November 15, 2012 3:22:53 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Obamacare in Oklahoma

FYI

Nate Webb
Partner 
Capitol Gains, LLC
(405) 763-5255 - Office

 - Mobile

Begin forwarded message:

From: Robert Semands

Subject: Obamacare in Oklahoma
Date: November 15, 2012 4:07:25 PM CST
To: Stuart Jolly < >, Robert Hefner

>, "AJ Ferate"
< >, "Alberts Joel
( )" <j ,
"Berglan Zach ( )"
< >, Bob Cram < >,
Bradley McWilliams < >, Brandon
Dutcher < >, Bruce Karr
< >, Cameron Thompson
< >, Carol Hefner

t>, Chad Khoury
< >, Charles Suiter
< >, Charlie Meadows
< >, Dan Flick

x-msg://4/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
x-msg://4/Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
x-msg://4/Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
x-msg://4/Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov


< >, "Daniel Karim"
< , Debbie McCown

>, "Dennis Hedke" 
 Dick Howell >,

"Doke Douglas" < >, Ella McDonald
< >, Fred Minter 
Garrett Reasnor 
Gary Pierce < >, Hough David
< >, "J. L. Patton, Jr.
[  James Coury
< >, Jay Gully >, Jeff
Flick >, Jim Bucci
< >, Jim Hickman
< >, "John R. Dewey"
< >, Kerry Cox
< >, Kyle Harper
< >, Larry Stafford

>, Larry Thomas
< >, "Lisa Munz"
< >, "Lynda Townsend
( )" < , Nate
Webb < >, "Patrick B. McGuigan"
<patrick@capitolbeatok.com>, Pete Wilson
< , "Powell, Bob"
< >, Randy Koudele

>, Randy Robinson
>, "Representative Randy Grau

(randy.grau@okhouse.gov)" <randy.grau@okhouse.gov>,
Representative Randy McDaniel
<randy.mcdaniel@okhouse.gov>, Rick Briscoe
< >, Robert Potts <
Senator Greg Treat <treatg@oksenate.gov>, Todd Dutton
< >

Amen brother! So why is that not happening? Or better yet, why are all
Republican legislators and the governor not supporting Rep. Mike Ritze’s
legislation to “nullify” Obamacare because it is totally un-Constitutional
on its face?
 
Robert Semands
 

From: Stuart Jolly [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Robert Hefner; AJ Ferate; Alberts Joel ;
Berglan Zach ( ); Bob Cram; Bradley McWilliams;
Brandon Dutcher; Bruce Karr; Cameron Thompson; Carol Hefner; Chad
Khoury; Charles Suiter; Charlie Meadows; Dan Flick; Daniel Karim; Debbie
McCown; Dennis Hedke; Dick Howell; Doke Douglas; Ella McDonald; Fred
Minter; Garrett Reasnor; Gary Pierce; Hough David; J. L. Patton, Jr.

x-msg://4/randy.grau@okhouse.gov


]; James Coury; Jay Gully; Jeff Flick; Jim Bucci; Jim
Hickman; John R. Dewey; Kerry Cox; Kyle Harper; Larry Stafford; Larry
Thomas; Lisa Munz; Lynda Townsend ); Nate Webb;
Patrick B. McGuigan; Pete Wilson; Powell, Bob; Randy Koudele; Randy
Robinson; Representative Randy Grau (randy.grau@okhouse.gov);
Representative Randy McDaniel; Rick Briscoe; Robert Potts; Robert
Semands; Senator Greg Treat; Todd Dutton
Subject: RE: Obamacare in Oklahoma
 
On a fundamental policy as bad as this, why are we taking a poll?
 Should we also set up another committee or Blue Ribbon Panel to
discuss the pros and cons on what this will mean to the future of our
healthcare?  No.
 
We just need to ask our beloved Governor to do the right thing for
the people of Oklahoma.
 
Stuart
 
Stuart A. Jolly
AFP Oklahoma State Director
LTC, US Army (Ret)

1050 E. 2nd St #106, Edmond, OK 73034

www.AmericansForProsperity.org
 
 
From: Robert Hefner [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 1:31 PM
To: AJ Ferate; Alberts Joel ( ); Berglan Zach

; Bob Cram; Bradley McWilliams; Brandon Dutcher;
Bruce Karr; Cameron Thompson; Carol Hefner; Chad Khoury; Charles Suiter;
Charlie Meadows; Dan Flick; Daniel Karim; Debbie McCown; Dennis Hedke;
Dick Howell; Doke Douglas; Ella McDonald; Fred Minter; Garrett Reasnor
( ); Gary Pierce; Hough David; J. L.
Patton, Jr. ]; James Coury; Jay Gully; Jeff Flick; Jim
Bucci; Jim Hickman; John R. Dewey; Kerry Cox; Kyle Harper; Larry Stafford;
Larry Thomas; Lisa Munz; Lynda Townsend ); Nate
Webb; Patrick B. McGuigan; Pete Wilson; Powell, Bob; Randy Koudele;
Randy Robinson; Representative Randy Grau (randy.grau@okhouse.gov);
Representative Randy McDaniel; Rick Briscoe; Robert Potts; Robert W.
Semands; Senator Greg Treat; Stuart Jolly; Todd Dutton
Subject: FW: Obamacare in Oklahoma
 

 

x-msg://4/randy.grau@okhouse.gov
http://www.americansforprosperity.org/
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NOTICE:  This message contains confidential information and is intended for the
individual named. If you are not the named addressee, you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. E-
mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information
could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or
contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability for any errors or
omissions in the contents of this message which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission.

 
From: Robert Semands [mailto:robert.semands@chaparralenergy.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:10 AM
Subject: Obamacare in Oklahoma
 
Gov. Mary Fallin’s office is taking comments regarding the setting up of
Obamacare health care exchanges in Oklahoma. When you call they will
ask you if you are for or against setting up this next step of Obamacare. It
just takes a couple of minutes. A majority of Oklahomans including myself
are extremely opposed to setting up these Obamacare exchanges in
Oklahoma.
 
Gov. Mary Fallin
405-521-2342 0ffice
405-521-3353 Fax
www.ok.gov/governor
 
 
Robert Semands

http://www.ok.gov/governor


From: Aaron Cooper
To: Mary Fallin
Subject: RE: UPDATED - SCOTUS/Obamacare draf statements
Date: Monday, June 25, 2012 9:06:36 AM
Attachments: image002.png

That’s the only change you mentioned to me on Friday.
 
From: Mary Fallin 
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 9:06 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: UPDATED - SCOTUS/Obamacare draf statements
 
Ok to go..
The first paragraph was the only change?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 09:01 AM
To: maryfallin@  Mary Fallin 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Alex Gerszewski 
Subject: UPDATED - SCOTUS/Obamacare draf statements 
 
Governor,
 
This contains your edits to the first possible statement.  Please let us know if you have
other changes.  Thanks
 
 
 

SCOTUS/OBAMACARE DECISION
 

STATEMENTS FOR APPROVAL
 
 
Law is upheld
 
“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the federal health care law.  Oklahomans believe the law is
unconstitutional, unconstructive and unaffordable for taxpayers and states.  It
will limit patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in the
United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006236
mailto:Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov



bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
 
“Moving forward, it is my hope the American people will elect leaders who
will work to repeal the federal health care law and replace it with meaningful
reform focused on commonsense, market based changes.”
 
 
If entire law is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the federal health care
law is a victory for the American people, for Constitutional Liberty, and for
those who care about choice and competition in the health care market.
President Obama’s health care legislation was nothing short of disastrous,
threatening to weaken our economy, reduce the quality of health care across
the U.S. and  potentially cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.  The bill failed to make health care more affordable;
meanwhile, it represented an unconstitutional power grab by President Obama
and the forces of Big Government in Washington.
 
“The people of Oklahoma already have spoken out against the federal health
care law by passing a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation. 
I am thrilled the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed with our line of thinking and
struck down a law that is unpopular and destructive as well as
unconstitutional.    
 
“Moving forward, we must focus on the free-market principles of choice and
competition to help lower the costs of medical treatment and increase access
to health care.”
 
 
If only individual mandate is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the individual
mandate within President Obama’s health care law is an important step in the
right direction.  With the central part of the president’s law stricken from the
books, we can now set about repealing and reforming a plan that is



unconstitutional and unaffordable to its core.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“With the individual mandate now gone, it is up to policymakers to repeal
what is left of President Obama’s disastrous health care law and deliver
meaningful, effective health care reform focusing on commonsense, market
based changes.”
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 

mailto:aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
http://www.youtube.com/user/GovernorMaryFallin
file:////c/www.ok.gov/governor


From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:53:20 PM

I’m going to get killed if I tell him that.
We do have time to build a state based exchange, but we might have to wait until February, but it
depends on what we decide to do, and we don’t really know the answer …
 
Surely we can “submit a plan” by November 16 without legislative authorization? If we cant do that
then we have no way of making that deadline and we should just say so
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:49 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
We do not know the answer to that questions depending on the type of exchange we would create
– it may or may not require legislation based on a variety of factors
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
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Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:51:11 PM

yay
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:49 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
We do not know the answer to that questions depending on the type of exchange we would create
– it may or may not require legislation based on a variety of factors
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
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My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:37:33 PM

Gotcha, I guess its ok if katie agrees. SOOOOO sick of the ACA
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:37 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Zeke w the Oklahoman
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Who is asking?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
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Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:36:39 PM

Zeke w the Oklahoman
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:36 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Who is asking?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
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Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:36:04 PM

Who is asking?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28:08 PM

How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27:10 PM

Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:57:21 PM

Don’t know if we have time or not…
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:53 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
I’m going to get killed if I tell him that.
We do have time to build a state based exchange, but we might have to wait until February, but it
depends on what we decide to do, and we don’t really know the answer …
 
Surely we can “submit a plan” by November 16 without legislative authorization? If we cant do that
then we have no way of making that deadline and we should just say so
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:49 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
We do not know the answer to that questions depending on the type of exchange we would create
– it may or may not require legislation based on a variety of factors
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:28 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
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How about, “legislative action would not be required in order for the state to submit a plan to build
a health insurance exchange”
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: another ACA question
 
Omg you are killing me…
 
That is correct but I’m pretty sure we don’t want to say It that way…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: another ACA question
 
Can the governor create a health insurance exchange by herself or does she need the Legislature?
My understanding is the simple answer is yes she can, and no she does not. is that correct and is
that how we want to say it?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Re: Attorney general
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:54:29 PM

Oh, don't think I circled back with you Katie...Steve thinks it is... :(

Be on the lookout for a call from Gwendolyn too...they want to be helpful on expansion...

On Nov 12, 2012, at 2:42 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Steve and Rebecca,
>
> Can you guys please review the materials Patrick gave us re/ the lawsuit. I think we will want your
opinion about how viable it is. Thank you! Katie
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:20 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
> Subject: Attorney general
>
>
>
> Please don't let me forget to keep the AG in the loop on this exchange crap when we make a
decision...
>
> Oh, and we never got on a call regarding the Agenda survey...maybe since the three of us will be
together in San Diego we can discuss there...
>
> Alex, since you weren't in the room, our obamacare lawsuit is the last one out there with any hope,
but only if we have a federal exchange Nd not a state one. So to add insult to injury, the whole world
will be looking at our decision...if we choose state, e AG has to withdraw his suit...
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Attorney general
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:57:46 PM

I told her if they could work on cover for us in a waiver-type situation that might work...their board mtg
is dec 5

They can also be realistic about what the legislature would even do. I couldn't remember if we thought
expansion would require legislation or not?

On Nov 12, 2012, at 2:55 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Ok, thanks!
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:54 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler
> Cc: Alex Weintz; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
> Subject: Re: Attorney general
>
> Oh, don't think I circled back with you Katie...Steve thinks it is... :(
>
> Be on the lookout for a call from Gwendolyn too...they want to be helpful on expansion...
>
>
>
> On Nov 12, 2012, at 2:42 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
>
>> Steve and Rebecca,
>>
>> Can you guys please review the materials Patrick gave us re/ the lawsuit. I think we will want your
opinion about how viable it is. Thank you! Katie
>>
>> ----- Original Message -----
>> From: Denise Northrup
>> Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:20 PM
>> To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
>> Subject: Attorney general
>>
>>
>>
>> Please don't let me forget to keep the AG in the loop on this exchange crap when we make a
decision...
>>
>> Oh, and we never got on a call regarding the Agenda survey...maybe since the three of us will be
together in San Diego we can discuss there...
>>
>> Alex, since you weren't in the room, our obamacare lawsuit is the last one out there with any hope,
but only if we have a federal exchange Nd not a state one. So to add insult to injury, the whole world
will be looking at our decision...if we choose state, e AG has to withdraw his suit...
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: NGA/RGA: PPACA Nov. 16 Deadline
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:12:01 PM

Marginally better! We are going to need the time if we intend to complete  and build some plans.   I'm
going to develop a more specific proposal based on the conversation today.   We probably need to
discuss medicaid.
--------------------------
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 03:01 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Terry Cline, Ph.D., Commissioner of Health
Subject: Fw: NGA/RGA: PPACA Nov. 16 Deadline

----- Original Message -----
From: Brian Mitchell ]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 02:56 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: NGA/RGA: PPACA Nov. 16 Deadline

Katie,

I just got off the phone with Paul Dioguardi at HHS.  They will announce
later today that they are pushing back the deadline for the exchange
blueprint until 12/15 and all that is due on the 11/16 is a letter of intent
from the Governor stating whether the state intends to certify its own
exchange or bring in the feds. 

Brian

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 1:26 PM
To: 'Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov';
'rspendlove@utah.gov'; 'wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov'
Cc: 'ryan '; 'brian '
Subject: NGA/RGA: PPACA Nov. 16 Deadline

All,

I spoke w/ Brian yesterday to approach Dana re/ NGA playing a role in
delaying Nov. 16 deadline.

After the RGA call today I put a call into Missy to make the same request.
The request is that we would like a mtg w/ the President to get answers so
we can make informed decisions.

I have let Marie know that we would like to opportunity to have NGA make the
request and it is under discussion but I think they are willing to work with
us, however they planned to send their letter today.

So I am trying to get an answer re/ NGA asap.
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Specific NGA request would be to delay Nov. 16 until such a time that we can
get a mtg w/ President set up and I think it should be for any and all Govs
that wish to attend.

Missy is open to the idea but has to check with her caucus. We discussed
framing this in the spirit of bipartisanship and starting to really work
together over the next four years.

Let me know if you have questions. I will keep you posted! Katie



From: Alex Weintz
To: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:58:53 PM

Thanks. Zeke Campfield asks: "the govenor pledged to support both the law and intent of the
Oklahoma Open Records Act, but her general counsel has made clear, citing the U.S. Supreme Court
and federal law, that your office will likely not release "deliberative process" material or "executive
privilege" material. Neither of these citations come from Oklahoma law or Oklahoma court
decisions. So is she violating that pledge?"

Lets think about how to answer this. Hows this for a start:
Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide the public access to documents that
include xyz (please help with this!). She does not believe it is intended to allow access to
conversations between executive branch staff members working on draft documents, brainstorming
on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or otherwise acting in an
advisory role. Eliminating the privacy of those communications is outside of the scope of the Open
Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having open, candid
conversations about public policy using email." 

 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Rebecca Frazier; Audrey Rockwell 
Cc: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
 
He has limited the request for information.  This requests should be substituted for the one sent
earlier.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,
While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I
have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to
this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason
you feel they are exempt.  
 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable
Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her
cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between
the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of
those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.
 
Thanks!
Zeke
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From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
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The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 



The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105



(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-
    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request
submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to
favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from
allowing public access to those records.
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:25:32 PM

How about this, per steve: 

"Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide public access to the vast majority of
information and documents produced by Oklahoma's state government. She supports both the
letter and spirit of that law, and has made internet access to more state information available than
at any time in Oklahoma history.  However, Governor Fallin does not believe the law is intended to
allow access to conversations between executive branch staff members working on draft
documents, brainstorming on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or
otherwise acting in an advisory role. Reducing the privacy of those communications is outside of the
scope of the Open Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having
open, candid conversations about public policy. Eliminating the possibility of that private dialogue
inside the executive branch would damage the ability of the governor to design and implement
good policy and would harm the public interest." 

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:58 PM
To: Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Re: Open Records request 
 
Thanks. Zeke Campfield asks: "the govenor pledged to support both the law and intent of the
Oklahoma Open Records Act, but her general counsel has made clear, citing the U.S. Supreme Court
and federal law, that your office will likely not release "deliberative process" material or "executive
privilege" material. Neither of these citations come from Oklahoma law or Oklahoma court
decisions. So is she violating that pledge?"

Lets think about how to answer this. Hows this for a start:
Governor Fallin believes the Open Records Act exists to provide the public access to documents that
include xyz (please help with this!). She does not believe it is intended to allow access to
conversations between executive branch staff members working on draft documents, brainstorming
on public policy ideas, offering advice and counsel to the governor, or otherwise acting in an
advisory role. Eliminating the privacy of those communications is outside of the scope of the Open
Records Act and would prevent the governor and her staff members from having open, candid
conversations about public policy using email." 

 
From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Rebecca Frazier; Audrey Rockwell 
Cc: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Open Records request 
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He has limited the request for information.  This requests should be substituted for the one sent
earlier.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,
While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I
have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to
this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason
you feel they are exempt.  
 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable
Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her
cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between
the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of
those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.
 
Thanks!
Zeke
 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
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Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the



decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
 
COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately



receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-
    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request
submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to
favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from
allowing public access to those records.
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: First larger staff level and agency directors
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 9:11:56 AM

Yes, terrY cline :)

Begrudgingly I'd invite insurance

And maybe cio or someone from his office?

Aj can help, although I think she's out today.

I guess u can just start with an email...

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2012 08:28 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: First larger staff level and agency directors

Mtg re/ PPACA, I know we talked about scheduling it between July 9-11, did you want me to set that
up?

Meeting Participants:

Terri Cline
Julie Cox-Cain
Mike Fogarty
Nico Gomez (OHCA may have another expert ot two they would like to bring)
Denise Northrup
Glenn Coffee
Katie Altshuler
OSF ?
Insurance Department ?
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From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Press Statements in preparation for SCOTUS/ObamaCare decision
Date: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 5:51:41 PM

I have one suggestion (good with everything else).  In the first section under “law is upheld”, I would
change the statement that “oklahomans believe the law is unconstitutional”.  If the US Supreme
Court has just found that it is constititutional, my old civics classes would tell me that a statement
like that in fact could be saying that Oklahomans are flat-out wrong because the Supreme Court has
spoken, like it or not, and as the highest court in the land, then we must just be wrong in our own
interpretation.   I think the comments that we are extremely disappointed, etc are right on the
money, and that saying we believe this interpretation, much like the law, is misplaced and takes
away the rights of states to……  would resonate better than saying flat out that Oklahomans know
constitutional law better than the Supreme Court.  Something about that specific comment is
sending up a red flag and I think it could backfire, both within the state and externally.  I think the
other comments do a nice job of blending where we are, with the constitutional vote here in OK,
and putting our position out there, plus a path forward.  Happy to have a conversation if my
comments are too rambling…..  terry  
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 3:18 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Press Statements in preparation for SCOTUS/ObamaCare decision
Importance: High
 

 
 
FYI, the following are the statements we are planning to put out depending on what happens with
SCOTUS and ObamaCare.
The answer to any question involving health care exchanges now will be, “we will wait until SCOTUS
makes its ruling.” The answer afterwards will be, “we are reviewing our options.”
 
 

Law is upheld
 
“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the federal health care law.  Oklahomans believe the law is
unconstitutional, unconstructive and unaffordable for taxpayers and states.  It
will limit patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in the
United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
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bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“Moving forward, it is my hope the American people will elect leaders who
will work to repeal the federal health care law and replace it with meaningful
reform focused on commonsense, market based changes.”
 
 
If entire law is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the federal health care
law is a victory for the American people, for Constitutional Liberty, and for
those who care about choice and competition in the health care market.
President Obama’s health care legislation was nothing short of disastrous,
threatening to weaken our economy, reduce the quality of health care across
the U.S. and  potentially cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.  The bill failed to make health care more affordable;
meanwhile, it represented an unconstitutional power grab by President Obama
and the forces of Big Government in Washington.
 
“The people of Oklahoma already have spoken out against the federal health
care law by passing a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation. 
I am thrilled the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed with our line of thinking and
struck down a law that is unpopular and destructive as well as
unconstitutional.    
 
“Moving forward, we must focus on the free-market principles of choice and
competition to help lower the costs of medical treatment and increase access
to health care.”
 
 
If only individual mandate is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the individual
mandate within President Obama’s health care law is an important step in the
right direction.  With the central part of the president’s law stricken from the
books, we can now set about repealing and reforming a plan that is
unconstitutional and unaffordable to its core.



 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“With the individual mandate now gone, it is up to policymakers to repeal
what is left of President Obama’s disastrous health care law and deliver
meaningful, effective health care reform focusing on commonsense, market
based changes.”
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Nico Gomez
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: quick question
Date: Friday, August 10, 2012 4:08:45 PM

Thanks. She was quoted as saying 100 million per year.
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2012 04:00 PM
To: Nico Gomez 
Subject: Re: quick question 
 
Should be cost including administrative costs and woodwork for life of implementation
 
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2012 10:12 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: quick question 
 
I am getting asked this question, can you give me some background to the $100 million cost of ACA
implementation the governor mentioned yesterday at the summit?
 

Fallin, Doak, Shannon discuss current, future health issues
8/10/2012 by Erin Boeckman -- eCapitol News ---- 

Gov. Mary Fallin, Speaker-designate T.W. Shannon and Insurance Commissioner John

Doak spoke to attendees of the inaugural Oklahoma Health Care Summit Thursday about

current health policies and the changes they may undergo in the coming legislative

session.

The summit was organized by Physicians Liability Insurance Company and featured

speakers and exhibits. The three state leaders were asked to address the state of

Oklahoma health care.

All three speakers addressed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and its

potential implications on Oklahoma.

"We are proceeding very cautiously," Fallin said.

As the newly elected vice chair of the National Governors Association, Fallin said that

many governors have questions about how states will implement the law, which is why

the association sent a list of questions to the U.S. Department of Health and Human

Services. The department does not seem to have any answers yet, she said.

Specifically, states are concerned about the effect the law will have on Medicare and

Medicaid, the reimbursement rates and the effect on state budgets, Fallin said.

"We're all very concerned about the cost factor," she said, adding that the estimated cost

for Oklahoma's implementation is $100 million a year.

While the U.S. Supreme Court did rule in favor of the constitutionality of the law, Fallin

said that things may change with the November elections. She said she is in favor of

"repealing and replacing" the Affordable Care Act.

Doak said he was interested to see how states approached the development of health

insurance exchanges, one of the requirements of the act.

"If we don't put one in place, the federal government will," he said.

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is the law, and as an insurance regulator

he is required to follow the law. However, Doak said he is waiting on some actions to be

taken at the state Capitol. Legislation has not yet been passed to establish a state-based
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exchange.

Shannon, R-Lawton, said the state cannot afford to wait for the federal government to

take the lead. He said the federal government's "takeover of the health care system" is

an opportunity for Oklahoma to lead. That lead includes market-based solutions, he said.

"Market-based solutions work," Shannon said, and they will work in health care but they

have not been implemented. Many continue to say that government is the answer, but

subsidizing the problem does not seem to drive down costs. In fact, it has the opposite

effect, he said.

Shannon expressed concern about the number of physicians in the state, including those

with graying hair who may be considering leaving the field. The number of people on

Medicaid also needs to be reduced, which means more jobs, he said.

The state of Oklahoma's health also needs to be discussed, he said. While he has concerns

about how much government should be involved in some areas, Shannon said he had to

acknowledge that government is often left with the cost of an unhealthy society.

As solutions are crafted in the next legislative session, Shannon said people from the

industry would be asked for their involvement.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: quick question
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 2:33:38 PM

I didn't know that and don't understand. The document they gave us said approx
500 million for full implementation by 2020 and 100 million a year, starting in 2020 

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 13, 2012, at 2:29 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

I know you know but, please note that the cost is $100 mil for full implementation not
per year, we need to make sure she is aware!
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2012 10:12 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: quick question
 
I am getting asked this question, can you give me some background to the $100 million
cost of ACA implementation the governor mentioned yesterday at the summit?
 

Fallin, Doak, Shannon discuss current, future health
issues
8/10/2012 by Erin Boeckman -- eCapitol News ---- 

Gov. Mary Fallin, Speaker-designate T.W. Shannon and Insurance

Commissioner John Doak spoke to attendees of the inaugural Oklahoma

Health Care Summit Thursday about current health policies and the changes

they may undergo in the coming legislative session.

The summit was organized by Physicians Liability Insurance Company and

featured speakers and exhibits. The three state leaders were asked to address

the state of Oklahoma health care.

All three speakers addressed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

and its potential implications on Oklahoma.

"We are proceeding very cautiously," Fallin said.

As the newly elected vice chair of the National Governors Association, Fallin

said that many governors have questions about how states will implement the

law, which is why the association sent a list of questions to the U.S.

Department of Health and Human Services. The department does not seem to
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have any answers yet, she said.

Specifically, states are concerned about the effect the law will have on

Medicare and Medicaid, the reimbursement rates and the effect on state

budgets, Fallin said.

"We're all very concerned about the cost factor," she said, adding that the

estimated cost for Oklahoma's implementation is $100 million a year.

While the U.S. Supreme Court did rule in favor of the constitutionality of the

law, Fallin said that things may change with the November elections. She said

she is in favor of "repealing and replacing" the Affordable Care Act.

Doak said he was interested to see how states approached the development

of health insurance exchanges, one of the requirements of the act.

"If we don't put one in place, the federal government will," he said.

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is the law, and as an insurance

regulator he is required to follow the law. However, Doak said he is waiting

on some actions to be taken at the state Capitol. Legislation has not yet been

passed to establish a state-based exchange.

Shannon, R-Lawton, said the state cannot afford to wait for the federal

government to take the lead. He said the federal government's "takeover of

the health care system" is an opportunity for Oklahoma to lead. That lead

includes market-based solutions, he said.

"Market-based solutions work," Shannon said, and they will work in health

care but they have not been implemented. Many continue to say that

government is the answer, but subsidizing the problem does not seem to

drive down costs. In fact, it has the opposite effect, he said.

Shannon expressed concern about the number of physicians in the state,

including those with graying hair who may be considering leaving the field.

The number of people on Medicaid also needs to be reduced, which means

more jobs, he said.

The state of Oklahoma's health also needs to be discussed, he said. While he

has concerns about how much government should be involved in some areas,

Shannon said he had to acknowledge that government is often left with the

cost of an unhealthy society.

As solutions are crafted in the next legislative session, Shannon said people

from the industry would be asked for their involvement.
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From: Deborah Hohlt
To: Hazel,  Bill (GOV); Seema Verma
Cc: Carol Steckel; Marie Sanderson; Dennis Smith; Gary Alexander; Darin J. Gordon; Anthony (Tony) Keck; Bruce D 

Greenstein; Robert Spendlove; nthurston@utah.gov; Lindsay Russell; Katie Altshuler; Ryan McGinness; Brian 
Mitchell

Subject: Re: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
Date: Monday, September 24, 2012 9:17:49 AM

Perhaps we should approach the national AG's association or at least the GOP AG's?

Deborah Hohlt
(cell)

202-624-1474 (office)

From: "Bill.Hazel@governor.virginia.gov" <Bill.Hazel@governor.virginia.gov>
Date: Mon, 24 Sep 2012 13:36:56 +0000
To: Seema Verma <
Cc: Carol Steckel <Carol.Steckel@LA.GOV>, Marie Sanderson < , Dennis 
Smith < >, Gary Alexander < >, "Darin.J.Gordon@tn.gov" 
<Darin.J.Gordon@tn.gov>, "tonykeck  Bruce D Greenstein 
< >, Robert Spendlove <rspendlove@utah.gov>, "nthurston@utah.gov" 
<nthurston@utah.gov>, Lindsay Russell < >, Kate Altshuler 
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>, "ryan@  
"brian@  Deborah Hohlt <
Subject: Re: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS

Carol,

I spoke with Mal on Thursday. My point was that we should not have to respond without proper 
rule making. The question now is can we slow this train down. My guess is that we could 
structure an argument that would persuade a judge to halt this until the administration does it 
part. This would be different than trying to overturn the PPACA but would not preclude both 
approaches.

Bill Hazel

Sent from my iPad

On Sep 24, 2012, at 8:39 AM, "Seema Verma" < > wrote:

Here are additional questions, that are more technical in nature:
 
  If the package offers a benefit outside of the scope of EHB categories can this benefit 
keep associated dollar limits?
·If the selected benchmark contains benefits that are currently offered with dollar limits on 
coverage, can these be transitioned to service limits on coverage of the purposes of 
setting the benchmark benefit package? For example, some plans set dollar limits on 
home health aide and private duty nursing services.

·How are prior authorization requirements treated in defining the EHB benchmark? If a 
benefit in the selected benchmark requires prior authorization will the PA requirement 
become part of the essential health benefits?
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·On the August 10th monthly call it was indicated that a requirement will be that 
consumers are offered benefits in all 10 EHB categories, but that they will not be required 
to purchase all 10, especially as relates to pediatric dental coverage offered on a stand-
alone plan. How will this requirement affect the calculation of the premium tax credit? Is 
the premium tax credit still calculated based on the second lowest cost silver plan that 
covers all EHB categories (potentially a combination of a health plan and a stand alone 
dental plan) or will the PTC be calculated based on the individuals selection of benefits? 
I.e. if they opt out of selecting a pediatric dental package will they still receive PTC for 
purchasing that coverage?

·Additionally, on this same call it was mentioned that if an individual has PTC remaining, 
they can use this PTC towards the purchase of a stand-alone dental plan. It was our 
understanding that PTC could only be used to purchase coverage for essential health 
benefits, and that if coverage was offered outside of the essential health benefits that this 
coverage would be required to be paid for by the individual. As adult dental is not an EHB 
we were confused as to how the PTC would apply to the purchase of this plan. Is adult 
dental coverage an exception? Can the PTC go towards the entire dental plan or only 
towards the pediatric portion of the dental plan?

 

From: Carol Steckel <Carol.Steckel@LA.GOV>
To: Marie Sanderson < >; Seema Verma 
< >; Dennis Smith < >; Gary 
Alexander < t>; William (Bill) Hazel <Bill.Hazel@governor.virginia.gov>; 
Darin J. Gordon <darin.j.gordon@tn.gov>; Anthony (Tony) Keck >; 
Bruce D Greenstein < >; Robert Spendlove 
<rspendlove@utah.gov>; "nthurston@utah.gov" <nthurston@utah.gov> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell < >; 'Katie Altshuler' 
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Ryan McGinness < >; Brian Mitchell 

>; Deborah Hohlt < > 
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 7:02 PM
Subject: RE: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS

I think these questions miss the mark.  The question is – what gives HHS the right to 
“demand” a state pick a benchmark without proper rulemaking and comment period.  
The bulletin does not have the weight of law and the information required to make the 
proper decision for our residents is not available because rulemaking has not been 
conducted.  In addition, what gives HHS the right to “pick” a benchmark if a state does 
not pick one by September 30, a date that HHS has said is not a deadline.
 
See additional comments below…
 
Carol H. Steckel, MPH
Director, Center for Health Care Innovation and Technology
Department of Health and Hospitals
225/342-5275

 (Cell)
Carol.Steckel@la.gov
 

 
Success is never final, failure is never fatal. It's courage that counts.
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John Wooden
 

 

From: Marie Sanderson ] 
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 4:31 PM
To: Seema Verma; Dennis Smith; Gary Alexander; William (Bill) Hazel ; Darin J. Gordon; 
Anthony (Tony) Keck ; Bruce D Greenstein; Carol Steckel; Robert Spendlove; 
nthurston@utah.gov
Cc: Lindsay Russell; 'Katie Altshuler'; Ryan McGinness; Brian Mitchell; Deborah Hohlt
Subject: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
 
HI All- as you sit down to watch the Emmy’s tonight- if you can provide us 
feedback on the below re EHB- we’d greatly appreciate your input as we work 
to help our friends in leadership at NGA ask the right questions to HHS. Sorry 
for the fast turnaround- and thanks in advance if you’ve already sent Lindsay 
feedback. Our goal is to provide an edited list from RGPPC to OK and NV staff 
around noon ET tomorrow/Monday.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
 

From: Lindsay Russell 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 4:40 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
 
Good afternoon,
 
The National Governors Association (\NGA) is scheduling an in- person meeting with 
HHS regarding Essential Health Benefits. The RGPPC is going to assist with providing 
series of questions for the meeting or a follow up letter. Below is a list of questions 
already put together by NGA and Nevada. Please take a look and Provide us with any 
additions or edits. We apologize for the quick turnaround but it would be beneficial to 
have any feedback by Monday at 12:00. We truly appreciate your time and expertise!
 
Please send all responses to me directly at 
 

mailto:nthurston@utah.gov
mailto:MSanderson@rga.org


Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | mailto:
 
 
1) Will any submissions be accepted after September 30?[Carol Steckel]   again, 
the Secretary has not issued any rules or form processes to accept or not accept 
any submission from the states.
 
2) What are the consequences for not filing?[Carol Steckel]   we need to keep 
making the point, no rulemaking no right for HHS to force a state either to 
decide or accept the Feds decision.
 
3) How will the submissions be used in the Secretary's determination of EHB?
 
4) When will the Secretary make her determination?
 
5) Will there be a comment period after her decision so that states might be able 
to further contribute to the ultimate definition of EHB?[Carol Steckel]  again, no 
rulemaking, we feed into their “bulletins” by treating them as binding.  The only 
thing we should keep repeating and that is binding is the formal rulemaking 
process.
 
6) How do you determine if a plan is discriminatory?
 
7) Many states have a mandate to cover autism services.  Aside from state 
mandates, most typical employer plans do not cover any other habilitative 
services.  If a plan covers a habilitative service such as autism, does the coverage 
of that single diagnosis satisfy the requirement that plans cover rehabilitative and 
habilitative services?  If not, how does adding the requirement to cover 
additional habilitative services align with the requirement that the EHB package 
be aligned with the typical employer plan?[Carol Steckel]  by asking this 
question, we again feed into the bulletin process as rulemaking.  We should 
reword the question – if a state chooses a plan that state’s definition of 
Habilitation is THE definition for the next two years, not HHS’s definition.
 
8) What are considered pediatric services?  Are they services based on an age 
limit?  What age limit?[Carol Steckel]  ditto #7
 
9) The first paragraph of page 13 of the Essential Health Benefits Bulletin issued 
December 16, 2011 indicates, "If a benchmark plan offers a drug in a certain 
category or class, all plans must offer at least  ne drug in that same category or 
class, even though the specific drugs on the formulary may vary."  Is this based 
on the formulary?  If so, what about drugs that are covered by a plan as tier IV 
drugs (100% participant paid at the network discounted rate)?  Are non-
formulary drugs included in the EHB package?  If so, how does one determine 
the number of drugs covered in a category or class?  Verbal guidance has 



indicated that QHPs must offer an essentially equivalent number of drugs in each 
category and class of drug.  This conflicts with the bulletin.  What is the correct 
guidance?[Carol Steckel]  Again, the state’s plan is THE benefit plan, we aren’t 
and shouldn’t ask for guidance but FORMAL rule making.
 



From: Hazel,  Bill (GOV)
To: Seema Verma
Cc: Carol Steckel; Marie Sanderson; Dennis Smith; Gary Alexander; Darin J. Gordon; Anthony (Tony) Keck; Bruce D

Greenstein; Robert Spendlove; nthurston@utah.gov; Lindsay Russell; Katie Altshuler; Ryan McGinness; Brian
Mitchell; Deborah Hohlt

Subject: Re: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
Date: Monday, September 24, 2012 8:37:28 AM

Carol,

I spoke with Mal on Thursday. My point was that we should not have to respond
without proper rule making. The question now is can we slow this train down. My
guess is that we could structure an argument that would persuade a judge to halt
this until the administration does it part. This would be different than trying to
overturn the PPACA but would not preclude both approaches.

Bill Hazel

Sent from my iPad

On Sep 24, 2012, at 8:39 AM, "Seema Verma"
 wrote:

Here are additional questions, that are more technical in nature:
 
  If the package offers a benefit outside of the scope of EHB categories can this benefit
keep associated dollar limits?
· If the selected benchmark contains benefits that are currently offered with dollar limits
on coverage, can these be transitioned to service limits on coverage of the purposes of
setting the benchmark benefit package? For example, some plans set dollar limits on
home health aide and private duty nursing services.

· How are prior authorization requirements treated in defining the EHB benchmark? If a
benefit in the selected benchmark requires prior authorization will the PA requirement
become part of the essential health benefits?

· On the August 10th monthly call it was indicated that a requirement will be that
consumers are offered benefits in all 10 EHB categories, but that they will not be required
to purchase all 10, especially as relates to pediatric dental coverage offered on a stand-
alone plan. How will this requirement affect the calculation of the premium tax credit? Is
the premium tax credit still calculated based on the second lowest cost silver plan that
covers all EHB categories (potentially a combination of a health plan and a stand alone
dental plan) or will the PTC be calculated based on the individuals selection of benefits?
I.e. if they opt out of selecting a pediatric dental package will they still receive PTC for
purchasing that coverage?

· Additionally, on this same call it was mentioned that if an individual has PTC remaining,
they can use this PTC towards the purchase of a stand-alone dental plan. It was our
understanding that PTC could only be used to purchase coverage for essential health
benefits, and that if coverage was offered outside of the essential health benefits that this
coverage would be required to be paid for by the individual. As adult dental is not an EHB
we were confused as to how the PTC would apply to the purchase of this plan. Is adult
dental coverage an exception? Can the PTC go towards the entire dental plan or only
towards the pediatric portion of the dental plan?
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From: Carol Steckel <Carol.Steckel@LA.GOV>
To: Marie Sanderson < >; Seema Verma
< >; Dennis Smith < >; Gary
Alexander < >; William (Bill) Hazel <Bill.Hazel@governor.virginia.gov>;
Darin J. Gordon <darin.j.gordon@tn.gov>; Anthony (Tony) Keck >;
Bruce D Greenstein >; Robert Spendlove
<rspendlove@utah.gov>; "nthurston@utah.gov" <nthurston@utah.gov> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell >; 'Katie Altshuler'
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Ryan McGinness >; Brian Mitchell
< >; Deborah Hohlt < > 
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 7:02 PM
Subject: RE: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS

I think these questions miss the mark.  The question is – what gives HHS the right to
“demand” a state pick a benchmark without proper rulemaking and comment period. 
The bulletin does not have the weight of law and the information required to make the
proper decision for our residents is not available because rulemaking has not been
conducted.  In addition, what gives HHS the right to “pick” a benchmark if a state does
not pick one by September 30, a date that HHS has said is not a deadline.
 
See additional comments below…
 
Carol H. Steckel, MPH
Director, Center for Health Care Innovation and Technology
Department of Health and Hospitals
225/342-5275

 (Cell)
Carol.Steckel@la.gov
 

 
Success is never final, failure is never fatal. It's courage that counts.

John Wooden
 

 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto: ] 
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 4:31 PM
To: Seema Verma; Dennis Smith; Gary Alexander; William (Bill) Hazel ; Darin J. Gordon;
Anthony (Tony) Keck ; Bruce D Greenstein; Carol Steckel; Robert Spendlove;
nthurston@utah.gov
Cc: Lindsay Russell; 'Katie Altshuler'; Ryan McGinness; Brian Mitchell; Deborah Hohlt
Subject: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
 
HI All- as you sit down to watch the Emmy’s tonight- if you can provide us
feedback on the below re EHB- we’d greatly appreciate your input as we work
to help our friends in leadership at NGA ask the right questions to HHS. Sorry
for the fast turnaround- and thanks in advance if you’ve already sent Lindsay
feedback. Our goal is to provide an edited list from RGPPC to OK and NV staff
around noon ET tomorrow/Monday.
 
Best,
Marie
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Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
 

From: Lindsay Russell 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 4:40 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
 
Good afternoon,
 
The National Governors Association (\NGA) is scheduling an in- person meeting with
HHS regarding Essential Health Benefits. The RGPPC is going to assist with providing
series of questions for the meeting or a follow up letter. Below is a list of questions
already put together by NGA and Nevada. Please take a look and Provide us with any
additions or edits. We apologize for the quick turnaround but it would be beneficial to
have any feedback by Monday at 12:00. We truly appreciate your time and expertise!
 
Please send all responses to me directly at .
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | mailto:
 
 
1) Will any submissions be accepted after September 30?[Carol Steckel]   again,
the Secretary has not issued any rules or form processes to accept or not accept
any submission from the states.
 
2) What are the consequences for not filing?[Carol Steckel]   we need to keep
making the point, no rulemaking no right for HHS to force a state either to
decide or accept the Feds decision.
 
3) How will the submissions be used in the Secretary's determination of EHB?
 

mailto:MSanderson@rga.org


4) When will the Secretary make her determination?
 
5) Will there be a comment period after her decision so that states might be able
to further contribute to the ultimate definition of EHB?[Carol Steckel]  again, no
rulemaking, we feed into their “bulletins” by treating them as binding.  The only
thing we should keep repeating and that is binding is the formal rulemaking
process.
 
6) How do you determine if a plan is discriminatory?
 
7) Many states have a mandate to cover autism services.  Aside from state
mandates, most typical employer plans do not cover any other habilitative
services.  If a plan covers a habilitative service such as autism, does the coverage
of that single diagnosis satisfy the requirement that plans cover rehabilitative and
habilitative services?  If not, how does adding the requirement to cover
additional habilitative services align with the requirement that the EHB package
be aligned with the typical employer plan?[Carol Steckel]  by asking this
question, we again feed into the bulletin process as rulemaking.  We should
reword the question – if a state chooses a plan that state’s definition of
Habilitation is THE definition for the next two years, not HHS’s definition.
 
8) What are considered pediatric services?  Are they services based on an age
limit?  What age limit?[Carol Steckel]  ditto #7
 
9) The first paragraph of page 13 of the Essential Health Benefits Bulletin issued
December 16, 2011 indicates, "If a benchmark plan offers a drug in a certain
category or class, all plans must offer at least  ne drug in that same category or
class, even though the specific drugs on the formulary may vary."  Is this based
on the formulary?  If so, what about drugs that are covered by a plan as tier IV
drugs (100% participant paid at the network discounted rate)?  Are non-
formulary drugs included in the EHB package?  If so, how does one determine
the number of drugs covered in a category or class?  Verbal guidance has
indicated that QHPs must offer an essentially equivalent number of drugs in each
category and class of drug.  This conflicts with the bulletin.  What is the correct
guidance?[Carol Steckel]  Again, the state’s plan is THE benefit plan, we aren’t
and shouldn’t ask for guidance but FORMAL rule making.
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: sverma ; Debbie Hohlt; William (Bill) Hazel
Cc: Carol Steckel; Dennis Smith; Gary Alexander; Darin J. Gordon; Anthony (Tony) Keck; Bruce D Greenstein;

Robert Spendlove; Norman Thurston; Lindsay Russell; Katie Altshuler; Ryan McGinness; Brian Mitchell
Subject: RE: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
Date: Monday, September 24, 2012 9:22:10 AM

RGPPC will reach out to the RAGA. We are compiling the responses received this AM and last night
for the team meeting with HHS w/NGA.  We can decide after that meeting how we move forward in
a Republican only strategy.  A joint RGPPC/RAGA strategy seems appropriate.  We’ll be back in touch
with everyone later today or tomorrow re a strategy moving forward.
 
Thanks to all.
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
 

From: Seema Verma [mailto: ] 
Sent: Monday, September 24, 2012 9:20 AM
To: Debbie Hohlt; William (Bill) Hazel
Cc: Carol Steckel; Marie Sanderson; Dennis Smith; Gary Alexander; Darin J. Gordon; Anthony (Tony)
Keck; Bruce D Greenstein; Robert Spendlove; Norman Thurston; Lindsay Russell; Katie Altshuler; Ryan
McGinness; Brian Mitchell
Subject: Re: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
 
Great idea!
Seema Verma

From: Deborah Hohlt <
Date: Mon, 24 Sep 2012 10:16:59 -0400
To: Hazel, Bill (GOV)<Bill.Hazel@governor.virginia.gov>; Seema
Verma< >
Cc: Carol Steckel<Carol.Steckel@LA.GOV>; Marie Sanderson<
Dennis Smith< >; Gary Alexander< >; Darin J.
Gordon<darin.j.gordon@tn.gov>; Anthony (Tony) Keck< ; Bruce D
Greenstein< >; Robert Spendlove<rspendlove@utah.gov>;
nthurston@utah.gov<nthurston@utah.gov>; Lindsay Russell< ; Katie
Altshuler<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Ryan McGinness >; Brian
Mitchell< >
Subject: Re: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
 
Perhaps we should approach the national AG's association or at least the GOP AG's?
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Deborah Hohlt
(cell)

202-624-1474 (office)
 
From: "Bill.Hazel@governor.virginia.gov" <Bill.Hazel@governor.virginia.gov>
Date: Mon, 24 Sep 2012 13:36:56 +0000
To: Seema Verma < >
Cc: Carol Steckel <Carol.Steckel@LA.GOV>, Marie Sanderson < >, Dennis
Smith , Gary Alexander >, "Darin.J.Gordon@tn.gov"
<Darin.J.Gordon@tn.gov>, "tonykeck >, Bruce D Greenstein

>, Robert Spendlove <rspendlove@utah.gov>, "nthurston@utah.gov"
<nthurston@utah.gov>, Lindsay Russell < >, Kate Altshuler
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>, "ryan@
"brian@  Deborah Hohlt < >
Subject: Re: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
 
Carol,
 
I spoke with Mal on Thursday. My point was that we should not have to respond without proper
rule making. The question now is can we slow this train down. My guess is that we could
structure an argument that would persuade a judge to halt this until the administration does it
part. This would be different than trying to overturn the PPACA but would not preclude both
approaches.

Bill Hazel
 
Sent from my iPad

On Sep 24, 2012, at 8:39 AM, "Seema Verma" <  wrote:

Here are additional questions, that are more technical in nature:
 
  If the package offers a benefit outside of the scope of EHB categories can this benefit
keep associated dollar limits?
·If the selected benchmark contains benefits that are currently offered with dollar limits on
coverage, can these be transitioned to service limits on coverage of the purposes of
setting the benchmark benefit package? For example, some plans set dollar limits on
home health aide and private duty nursing services.

·How are prior authorization requirements treated in defining the EHB benchmark? If a
benefit in the selected benchmark requires prior authorization will the PA requirement
become part of the essential health benefits?

·On the August 10th monthly call it was indicated that a requirement will be that
consumers are offered benefits in all 10 EHB categories, but that they will not be required
to purchase all 10, especially as relates to pediatric dental coverage offered on a stand-
alone plan. How will this requirement affect the calculation of the premium tax credit? Is
the premium tax credit still calculated based on the second lowest cost silver plan that
covers all EHB categories (potentially a combination of a health plan and a stand alone
dental plan) or will the PTC be calculated based on the individuals selection of benefits?
I.e. if they opt out of selecting a pediatric dental package will they still receive PTC for
purchasing that coverage?

·Additionally, on this same call it was mentioned that if an individual has PTC remaining,
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they can use this PTC towards the purchase of a stand-alone dental plan. It was our
understanding that PTC could only be used to purchase coverage for essential health
benefits, and that if coverage was offered outside of the essential health benefits that this
coverage would be required to be paid for by the individual. As adult dental is not an EHB
we were confused as to how the PTC would apply to the purchase of this plan. Is adult
dental coverage an exception? Can the PTC go towards the entire dental plan or only
towards the pediatric portion of the dental plan?

 

 
From: Carol Steckel <Carol.Steckel@LA.GOV>
To: Marie Sanderson < >; Seema Verma

>; Dennis Smith >; Gary
Alexander < >; William (Bill) Hazel <Bill.Hazel@governor.virginia.gov>;
Darin J. Gordon <darin.j.gordon@tn.gov>; Anthony (Tony) Keck >;
Bruce D Greenstein < >; Robert Spendlove
<rspendlove@utah.gov>; "nthurston@utah.gov" <nthurston@utah.gov> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell >; 'Katie Altshuler'
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Ryan McGinness >; Brian Mitchell
< >; Deborah Hohlt <  
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 7:02 PM
Subject: RE: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
 
I think these questions miss the mark.  The question is – what gives HHS the
right to “demand” a state pick a benchmark without proper rulemaking and
comment period.  The bulletin does not have the weight of law and the
information required to make the proper decision for our residents is not
available because rulemaking has not been conducted.  In addition, what gives
HHS the right to “pick” a benchmark if a state does not pick one by September
30, a date that HHS has said is not a deadline.
 
See additional comments below…
 
Carol H. Steckel, MPH
Director, Center for Health Care Innovation and Technology
Department of Health and Hospitals
225/342-5275

(Cell)
Carol.Steckel@la.gov
 

 
Success is never final, failure is never fatal. It's courage that counts.

John Wooden
 

 
From: Marie Sanderson [  
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2012 4:31 PM
To: Seema Verma; Dennis Smith; Gary Alexander; William (Bill) Hazel ; Darin J. Gordon;
Anthony (Tony) Keck ; Bruce D Greenstein; Carol Steckel; Robert Spendlove;
nthurston@utah.gov
Cc: Lindsay Russell; 'Katie Altshuler'; Ryan McGinness; Brian Mitchell; Deborah Hohlt
Subject: Reminder: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
 
HI All- as you sit down to watch the Emmy’s tonight- if you can provide us
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feedback on the below re EHB- we’d greatly appreciate your input as we work
to help our friends in leadership at NGA ask the right questions to HHS. Sorry
for the fast turnaround- and thanks in advance if you’ve already sent Lindsay
feedback. Our goal is to provide an edited list from RGPPC to OK and NV staff
around noon ET tomorrow/Monday.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
 
From: Lindsay Russell 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 4:40 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Meeting on EHB with HHS- QUESTIONS
 
Good afternoon,
 
The National Governors Association (\NGA) is scheduling an in- person meeting
with HHS regarding Essential Health Benefits. The RGPPC is going to assist
with providing series of questions for the meeting or a follow up letter. Below is
a list of questions already put together by NGA and Nevada. Please take a look
and Provide us with any additions or edits. We apologize for the quick
turnaround but it would be beneficial to have any feedback by Monday at 12:00.
We truly appreciate your time and expertise!
 
Please send all responses to me directly at 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | mailto:
 
 
1) Will any submissions be accepted after September 30?[Carol Steckel]   again,
the Secretary has not issued any rules or form processes to accept or not accept
any submission from the states.
 
2) What are the consequences for not filing?[Carol Steckel]   we need to keep
making the point, no rulemaking no right for HHS to force a state either to
decide or accept the Feds decision.

mailto:MSanderson@rga.org


 
3) How will the submissions be used in the Secretary's determination of EHB?
 
4) When will the Secretary make her determination?
 
5) Will there be a comment period after her decision so that states might be able
to further contribute to the ultimate definition of EHB?[Carol Steckel]  again, no
rulemaking, we feed into their “bulletins” by treating them as binding.  The only
thing we should keep repeating and that is binding is the formal rulemaking
process.
 
6) How do you determine if a plan is discriminatory?
 
7) Many states have a mandate to cover autism services.  Aside from state
mandates, most typical employer plans do not cover any other habilitative
services.  If a plan covers a habilitative service such as autism, does the coverage
of that single diagnosis satisfy the requirement that plans cover rehabilitative and
habilitative services?  If not, how does adding the requirement to cover
additional habilitative services align with the requirement that the EHB package
be aligned with the typical employer plan?[Carol Steckel]  by asking this
question, we again feed into the bulletin process as rulemaking.  We should
reword the question – if a state chooses a plan that state’s definition of
Habilitation is THE definition for the next two years, not HHS’s definition.
 
8) What are considered pediatric services?  Are they services based on an age
limit?  What age limit?[Carol Steckel]  ditto #7
 
9) The first paragraph of page 13 of the Essential Health Benefits Bulletin issued
December 16, 2011 indicates, "If a benchmark plan offers a drug in a certain
category or class, all plans must offer at least  ne drug in that same category or
class, even though the specific drugs on the formulary may vary."  Is this based
on the formulary?  If so, what about drugs that are covered by a plan as tier IV
drugs (100% participant paid at the network discounted rate)?  Are non-
formulary drugs included in the EHB package?  If so, how does one determine
the number of drugs covered in a category or class?  Verbal guidance has
indicated that QHPs must offer an essentially equivalent number of drugs in each
category and class of drug.  This conflicts with the bulletin.  What is the correct
guidance?[Carol Steckel]  Again, the state’s plan is THE benefit plan, we aren’t
and shouldn’t ask for guidance but FORMAL rule making.
 
 



From: Mary Fallin
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Christensen Wade
Subject: Re: FYI
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 6:59:39 PM

Interesting .
I am so glad I am not there....

Mary Fallin

On Jun 28, 2012, at 3:52 PM, Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> The US House of Representatives has scheduled a vote on full repeal of Obamacare for July 11th.

mailto:maryfallin@me.com
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:wade@christensen-law.com


From: Patti Davis
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Craig Jones; Rick Snyder
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:37:59 PM

Medicare is a state issue with an a decision not to expand for our hospitals.  We get the reduction on the federal side and then no
help to offset with Medicaid expansion. 
 
Patti Davis
Executive Vice President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Patti Davis
Subject: Re: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
Medicare is not a state issue. The 475 figure includes administrative costs and woodwork. 
 
From: Patti Davis [mailto ] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:10 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion) 
 
Hospitals agreed to $155B in cuts over 10 years in exchange for an insurance take up rate to 94% of the population.  DSH cuts
were part of this.  DSH cuts are in two distinct parts:  Medicare and Medicaid.
 
Patti Davis
Executive Vice President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:08 PM
To: Patti Davis
Subject: Re: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
How does this decision effect Medicare? I will call you in just a bit.
 
From: Patti Davis [mailto: ] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:06 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion) 
 
OHCA probably is only reporting projections under the Medicaid DSH program, which is modest in comparison to other states.  The
$539M is for Medicare DSH, not Medicaid DSH.  I haven’t seen a $475M projection done by the OHCA.
 
Patti Davis
Executive Vice President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:02 PM

mailto:davis@okoha.com
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:jones@okoha.com
mailto:rsnyder@okoha.com
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


To: Patti Davis
Cc: Craig Jones; Rick Snyder
Subject: Re: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
475 came from OHCA. Is that DSH figure for OK? OHCA says OK DSH payments will not be cut.
 
From: Patti Davis [mailto  
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Craig Jones < >; Rick Snyder > 
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion) 
 
Thanks for sending this.  A couple of points: 1.  Where did the $475 million come from? and 2.  While DSH cuts under Medicaid are
yet to be determined, DSH Medicare cuts to hospitals are projected to be $539M from 2015-2022.
 
Patti Davis
Executive Vice President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878
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“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 



·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers
selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.

 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director



Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Rick Snyder
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Craig Jones; Patti Davis
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:36:54 PM

Katie,
 
Patti may have already responded...  The $539 million is our projection of Medicare DSH cuts to Oklahoma hospitals for 2015-
2022.  Nationally, and especially in states like Oklahoma with relatively small Medicaid DSH programs, the Medicare DSH cuts in
the PPACA are much larger than the Medicaid DSH cuts.
 
Rick Snyder, FHFMA
VP/Finance & Information Services
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
405-424-4507 Fax

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:02 PM
To: Patti Davis
Cc: Craig Jones; Rick Snyder
Subject: Re: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
475 came from OHCA. Is that DSH figure for OK? OHCA says OK DSH payments will not be cut.
 
From: Patti Davis [mailto:davis@okoha.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Craig Jones >; Rick Snyder  
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion) 
 
Thanks for sending this.  A couple of points: 1.  Where did the $475 million come from? and 2.  While DSH cuts under Medicaid are
yet to be determined, DSH Medicare cuts to hospitals are projected to be $539M from 2015-2022.
 
Patti Davis
Executive Vice President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 



·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers
across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.



·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Patti Davis
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:10:09 PM

Hospitals agreed to $155B in cuts over 10 years in exchange for an insurance take up rate to 94% of the population.  DSH cuts
were part of this.  DSH cuts are in two distinct parts:  Medicare and Medicaid.
 
Patti Davis
Executive Vice President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:08 PM
To: Patti Davis
Subject: Re: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
How does this decision effect Medicare? I will call you in just a bit.
 
From: Patti Davis [mailto ] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:06 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion) 
 
OHCA probably is only reporting projections under the Medicaid DSH program, which is modest in comparison to other states.  The
$539M is for Medicare DSH, not Medicaid DSH.  I haven’t seen a $475M projection done by the OHCA.
 
Patti Davis
Executive Vice President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:02 PM
To: Patti Davis
Cc: Craig Jones; Rick Snyder
Subject: Re: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
475 came from OHCA. Is that DSH figure for OK? OHCA says OK DSH payments will not be cut.
 
From: Patti Davis [mailto  
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Craig Jones < >; Rick Snyder  
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion) 
 
Thanks for sending this.  A couple of points: 1.  Where did the $475 million come from? and 2.  While DSH cuts under Medicaid are
yet to be determined, DSH Medicare cuts to hospitals are projected to be $539M from 2015-2022.
 
Patti Davis
Executive Vice President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 

mailto:davis@okoha.com
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
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where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure



Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Patti Davis
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:06:12 PM

OHCA probably is only reporting projections under the Medicaid DSH program, which is modest in comparison to other states.  The
$539M is for Medicare DSH, not Medicaid DSH.  I haven’t seen a $475M projection done by the OHCA.
 
Patti Davis
Executive Vice President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:02 PM
To: Patti Davis
Cc: Craig Jones; Rick Snyder
Subject: Re: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
475 came from OHCA. Is that DSH figure for OK? OHCA says OK DSH payments will not be cut.
 
From: Patti Davis [mailto: ] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Craig Jones ; Rick Snyder < > 
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion) 
 
Thanks for sending this.  A couple of points: 1.  Where did the $475 million come from? and 2.  While DSH cuts under Medicaid are
yet to be determined, DSH Medicare cuts to hospitals are projected to be $539M from 2015-2022.
 
Patti Davis
Executive Vice President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
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Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion
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OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 



·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to
create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health



o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: health care
Date: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 9:21:42 PM

Just FYI - the articles i have seen(AP/World) deal ONLY with medicaid expansion (TW) or a general
response to ObamaCare (AP). neither mention an exhange at all. not sure if that matters re: what
you've been telling people.
________________________________________
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:13 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: health care

No it is not still accurate, it means that there will be no state exchange because by the time the election
rolls around we will officially be out of time.

Do we have a statement we can send around to people, especially since we told them we did not have
any announcements planned and no decisions have been made?

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: health care

I just talked to the gov. This article says that she isn't going to make a decision until after the election.
She says that is accurate.

That is obviously slightly different from what we've been saying, which is no timeline. But in terms of
saying we are reviewing our options and haven't decided yet, it is still accurate.

Sorry this took u guys by surprise I was hoping to verify with her before it hit the web.

From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 03:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee
Subject: health care

Oh, so I guess we’re waiting until November? Carry on…

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-weighing-states-health-care-response/article/3695095
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Maine Pulls Out of National Governors Association
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 10:18:55 AM

Are they really? Lol! Go get ‘em boss!
 
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 10:18 AM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Re: Maine Pulls Out of National Governors Association
 
They are going to rejoin next year when GMF is chair!
 
From: Wendy Gregory 
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 09:59 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: Maine Pulls Out of National Governors Association 
 
Interesting story about Maine.
 

From: GOVERNING Daily [mailto:newsletters@governing.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 7:16 AM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Maine Pulls Out of National Governors Association
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Maine
Gov. LePage Pulls Out of National Governors Association
He says Maine isn't getting enough benefits for its $60,000-a-year membership fee
and is also urging other state officials to review whether they're getting value from the
various national groups and associations for which they're using taxpayer funds to pay
for membership.
Bangor Daily News | Read More
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A Sustainability Guide for Public Officials
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:55:20 PM

Just wanted to let you know – Zeke Canfield called basically asking if we could even create some kind
of an exchange now or if its too late.

I said the governor has done what she needed to do in order to keep all our options open, including
the creation of an exchange.

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:56 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

yes

 

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:49 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Last question on this! I assume the statement below is equally true of both Medicaid expansion and
health insurance exchanges, correct?

The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more clear
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
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around the country as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Yep, that works…

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges



 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”



Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:48:59 PM

Last question on this! I assume the statement below is equally true of both Medicaid expansion and
health insurance exchanges, correct?

The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more clear
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
around the country as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Yep, that works…

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:press@gov.ok.gov


Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 



From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025

mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com


email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27:33 PM

Yep, that works…

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have
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“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.



Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:26:58 PM

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
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clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks



  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25:09 PM

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
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Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg

mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com


 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:22:49 PM

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
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fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:55:49 PM

Ugh…the next 2 years will be hell…

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:55 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Just wanted to let you know – Zeke Canfield called basically asking if we could even create some kind
of an exchange now or if its too late.

I said the governor has done what she needed to do in order to keep all our options open, including
the creation of an exchange.

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:56 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

yes

 

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:49 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
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Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Last question on this! I assume the statement below is equally true of both Medicaid expansion and
health insurance exchanges, correct?

The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more clear
what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know. Her
priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the right decision. Governor
Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and health care experts in Oklahoma and
around the country as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Yep, that works…

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?



 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 



Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:36:45 PM

I have it but purposefully have not sent it around because I don’t want some lobbyist to get it. If I
send it to you, will you hold it really close?
 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:36 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA
 

Do we have a list of which states have announced and what the decision was? Would be helpful for
my gov I know...

On Nov 15, 2012, at 12:24 PM, "Marie Sanderson" > wrote:

Chiefs, Action Officers, and Healthcare Advisors:
 
In an effort to share information with you about healthcare exchange moving parts,
please find four releases from governors on their healthcare exchange decision: SC, NE,
NM and LA. If your governor has made a decision  and you would like that information
shared, please let me know. We are doing our best to follow moving parts.
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
SC: See letter attached
 
NE: See remarks attached
 
NM:  http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-11-15/new-mexico-moves-ahead-with-
health-exchange
 
LA: See link and letter below.
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2694
 
 

Louisiana: 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius
Secretary

mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-11-15/new-mexico-moves-ahead-with-health-exchange
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-11-15/new-mexico-moves-ahead-with-health-exchange
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2694


Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20201

November 16, 2012

Dear Secretary Sebelius:

As you know, on March 23, 2011, the State of Louisiana announced that it
would not assume the risk of building a health insurance Exchange as
outlined by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).
Given the fact that deadlines established in the guidance issued in the
August 13, 2012 request of the United States Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) are not legally binding, the State of Louisiana will
not be submitting a Declaration Letter; however, this letter serves as the
state of Louisiana's position regarding critical components of the PPACA.

Since the PPACA was signed into law, the State of Louisiana has
repeatedly stated that the law has severe legal problems, is bad policy,
and is unworkable. Those beliefs remain unchanged. With the Supreme
Court's decision in National Federation of Independent Business v.
Sebelius, the Court agreed with the State of Louisiana that at least one of
the over 450 provisions of the PPACA is unconstitutional and the
provision requiring all individuals to have insurance coverage can only be
upheld as a tax. Even after the Supreme Court's decision, there remain
many questions about the legality of the PPACA involving issues
fundamental to all Americans, including religious freedom and unjust
taxation.

While the Supreme Court ruled on the Constitutionality of some parts of
the PPACA, it was not an endorsement of its policy merits. In fact, Chief
Justice Roberts underscored this fact when he wrote, "Members of this
Court are vested with the authority to interpret the law; we possess neither
the expertise nor the prerogative to make policy judgments." The PPACA
remains a flawed piece of legislation that fails to fix the fundamental
existing problems in the United States health care system, particularly the
unsustainable rising costs faced by American families and small
businesses. Instead, we are faced with a more tightly controlled federal-
run health insurance market that will increase costs, undermine the private
health care marketplace, and weaken private sector job creation.

The Supreme Court's decision also fails to resolve the fact that the
PPACA is simply an unworkable piece of legislation. With incomplete
regulations and unrealistic deadlines, States and the Federal government
will struggle to have a health insurance Exchange ready for open
enrollment on October 1, 2013 that is not beset with major complications
for the insurance market and the respective residents of the States. The
full extent of damage the PPACA causes to small businesses, the nation's
economy, and the American health care system will only be revealed with
time. The State of Louisiana has no interest in being a party to this failure
by implementing a state based exchange.

The PPACA's Legality



Louisiana was one of 26 States that filed suit against the federal
government concerning the legality of the PPACA, specifically focusing on
two parts: § 1501 (the individual mandate) and Title II (the mandatory
expansion of the Medicaid eligible population to 133 percent of the federal
poverty level). In June of this year, the Supreme Court agreed that the
mandatory Medicaid expansion was unconstitutional. They also ruled that
the individual mandate was unconstitutional under Congress's Commerce
power, but upheld this provision as an example of Congress's taxing
power, admitting that the purported penalty is actually a tax.

While the Supreme Court effectively rewrote the PPACA to uphold the
individual mandate, they did not rule on the legality of the remainder of the
law. In fact, the Supreme Court is aware that future challenges are likely
to occur by its recent actions. With continuing questions about the
PPACA's legality, we believe it is prudent to wait until these challenges
are completely resolved. Provisions that the Court did not rule on that are
still being challenged include:

The Employer Mandate
• The PPACA requires that all employers with fifty or more full-time
employees provide adequate health care coverage to their employees. (§
1513, §1514, and §10106). If they do not, these employers could face a
tax of $2,000 or $3,000.

Federally-Facilitated Exchange Subsidy
• In the PPACA, State-based health Exchanges are authorized to provide
premium assistance subsidies to individuals from 100% to 400% of the
Federal Poverty Level. However, the PPACA does not expressly authorize
Federally-facilitated Exchanges to do the same. Subsequent regulations
from the Internal Revenue Service have interpreted the law so that all
Exchanges are able to provide premium assistance. The legality of these
regulations is currently being challenged.

Preventative Care Mandate
• Section 2713 of the PPACA allows for the Secretary to define preventive
care services to be provided cost-free by all non-grandfathered insurance
plans. In August 2011, the Secretary released a regulation that included
contraceptive and some abortifacient services as preventative care. The
regulation has been challenged by numerous groups and individuals (in
over 35 lawsuits) who have religious objections to paying for health
insurance that includes coverage for contraception and some abortifacient
services.

Maintenance of Effort
• The Supreme Court's decision invalidated the provision of the PPACA
which coerced States to expand their Medicaid program by threatening
existing Medicaid funding. Questions remain whether this applies to the
maintenance of effort (MOE) requirement, requiring States to maintain
their existing Medicaid eligibility until 2014.

Origination Clause
• The Supreme Court decision made it clear that the individual mandate is
a tax, not a penalty as claimed by the administration. The PPACA
originated in the Senate. The Constitution (Article I, Section 7, Clause 1) is



clear that all taxes are to originate in the House, and thus the individual
mandate has been contested as an unconstitutional tax.

Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB)
• Sections 3403 and 10320 of the PPACA created this 15-member federal
board that is granted the authority to make payment changes for the
Medicare program without approval from Congress. There are also no
administrative or judicial reviews of these decisions.

Legality of Rulemaking/Guidance
• With many of the provisions of the PPACA, formal rules and regulations
have been delayed or even non-existent. There are serious questions
about the legality of this procedure in light of the Administrative
Procedures Act.

Bad Policy
While HHS has repeatedly said that the States serve as incubators of
innovation, the PPACA robs States of this ability by limiting their
opportunities to enact meaningful state-led health care reform. For
example, the concept for an Exchange originated as a free market idea
meant to lower the cost of health insurance for those who decide to
purchase such insurance. In theory, an increased pool for those deciding
to purchase health insurance is a good idea. It provides individuals the
ability to select the insurance coverage that they want at a lower cost. If
this were truly the framework for the Exchange model outlined in PPACA,
the State of Louisiana would be glad to evaluate it as an option, adopting it
to our State's needs. However, the PPACA Exchange is only
masquerading as free market idea, and instead creates a vehicle for the
Federal government to tightly control the coverage options available to
consumers, raising costs and limiting choice. Many employers will drop
the health insurance coverage they currently provide to employees,
leaving individual health care needs to the federal government.
Specifically, the consequences of the PPACA Exchange and associated
insurance changes include:

Lack of Consumer Choice
• When the PPACA was proposed, the President promised that if
individuals liked their current health care insurance, they could keep it.
However, the PPACA model will actually force individuals into the broken,
government-run Medicaid system and into heavily-regulated, government-
run health care plans (deemed "minimal essential coverage" by the
Federal government).

Individuals should have the right to select what health care plan is best for
them, and not be limited to a one-size-fits-all product that a political
process deems is "essential". By mandating that certain benefits be
provided in all insurance plans, the price of premiums will increase,
leaving individuals unable to continue the coverage they like and a price
they can afford

Increased Taxes
• The PPACA requires that all Exchanges be financially self-sufficient by
2015. This will require the Exchange to generate revenue, either by
instituting user fees in the Exchange market or in the entire insurance



market- essentially a tax on all insurance plans purchased. This will only
further drive up the costs of premiums in the Exchange market for
consumers and for individuals who will have to pay the premium
assistance through their taxes.

• The PPACA also includes a tax on insurance premiums which are
proposed to be paid for by "the industry." It is troubling that these same
taxes will affect managed care organizations, proven mechanisms for
more effectively controlling cost for Medicaid and Medicare, especially
needed for States with limited financial resources.

Impact on Employers and Employees
• The employer mandate, a tax on employers with fifty or more employees
who decide not to provide "adequate" health insurance coverage to their
employees, is a disincentive to provide coverage. Already, businesses are
attempting to modify their business structure to avoid the law's mandates
(either by laying off employees or reducing the number of hours these
employees work). Even those employers who provide coverage can be
taxed an additional $3,000 if that employee is eligible and enrolls in
coverage on the health insurance Exchange. So instead of building upon
the existing insurance market, the PPACA is undermining it.

Unworkable
The deadline for all Exchanges (both State and federally-facilitated) to be
ready for open enrollment is October 1, 2013. However, it is likely many
exchanges will not be ready by that point, even in those States that are
supportive of the PPACA. The guidance received from the Federal
government is often delayed or non-existent. For a project as large and
complicated as health care reform, this is an insurmountable hurdle for the
States to overcome. There are numerous unanswered questions and
major problems remaining about Exchanges and the provisions of the
PPACA entangled with them. Continuing issues include:

Exchanges in General
• In order for an Exchange to be ready for open enrollment on October 1,
2013, it must be approved or conditionally approved by January 1, 2013.
However, there have been no formal regulations regarding what
guidelines HHS will use to determine if an Exchange is conditionally
approved or not.

• It has been continuously promised by officials at HHS that there will be
cost comparisons between the Federally-facilitated Exchange, the State-
based Exchange, and the partnership Exchanges. These cost estimates
have not yet been made public.

Federally-facilitated Exchanges
• To date, in addition to the incomplete final rule for health insurance
Exchanges, there has been no rulemaking regarding the Federally-
facilitated Exchanges and their interactions with the respective States'
eligibility systems. Promised in the March 2012 final Exchange regulation
was further guidance regarding the Federally-facilitated Exchange. Since
that point, only a questions and answers document has been released.

• Numerous contracts have been signed for the development of the



Federally-facilitated Exchange, but these documents have not been made
public. The State of Louisiana filed a Freedom of Information Act request
within the last month for these contracts and has still not received these
documents. Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah requested similar documents in
his role as Ranking Member on the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance
and has not received a response. It is necessary for these documents to
be made public so that States can make informed decisions concerning
Exchanges.

Partnership Exchange
• A partnership Exchange will be a Federally-facilitated Exchange with
certain functions run by the State. It is an option first introduced by a
power point presentation and further expanded by a document entitled
"General Guidance on Federally-facilitated Exchanges," but has yet to be
defined in federal regulations. The final Exchange rule proposed no
regulations regarding this option.

• There has been no answer from the Federal government concerning
whether the Federal government or the States will be responsible to pay
for the state-run functions of a partnership Exchange.

The Workings of an Exchange
• The Exchange is required to provide premium tax credits to those
between 100% and 400% of the federal poverty line. Originally projected
to cost the federal government $462 billion between 2012 and 2019, these
subsidies are now projected to be $574 billion during the same period by
the Congressional Budget Office. Already, Medicare funding will be cut by
$700 billion to pay for these premium tax credits. There is discussion that
because these levels of subsidies are unsustainable, the number of
Americans eligible for premium assistance subsidies will be reduced in
number.

Essential Health Benefits and Actuarial Values
• All plans in the individual and small group markets (including plans sold
on the respective State Exchanges) must meet "essential health benefits,"
benefits not yet defined by the Secretary of HHS in formal rulemaking.
Initial informal guidance suggests that these benefits will be based off of
the most popular small group plans in each State in addition to benefits
specified by the PPPACA. The States, insurance companies, and other
stakeholders are awaiting formal regulations about essential health
benefits.

• The States are awaiting a promised "actuarial value calculator" to
accurately determine actuarial values for plans sold on the Exchange.
This still has not been delivered and numerous questions remain about
how actuarial value of health insurance plans will be determined.

Reforms Needed
It is most disappointing that the PPACA failed to offer sustainable reform
of the nation's health care system. Instead of strengthening the market to
lower costs and increase consumer choice, the PPACA created a big
government "solution"- the type of solution history tells us will only create
debt and worry for future generations of Americans. Health care reform



should focus on improving the value of health care in America by bringing
down costs and improving quality.

There are several ways to do this. Transparency in health care is essential
for individuals to be better consumers of care. The cost and success rates
of different procedures can be made publically available to help individuals
make decisions about their care. Increased competition through
individuals being allowed to purchase insurance across State lines can
create greater competition and lower costs.

Similarly, just as individuals should have more investment in their health
care choices, States should have greater ability to design programs that
meet the needs of their people. States know how to take care of their
residents more than the bureaucrats in Washington, distant both in
geography and in experience. Louisiana, for example, has been able to
make remarkable progress in its care of the Medicaid population through
an innovative model of managed care, saving money and improving the
quality of care. However, constrained by the federal requirements for
Medicaid, Louisiana can only do so much. It is time to give the States the
option to administer this program through block grants to save both the
Federal and State taxpayers money and eliminate the perverse incentives
created by federal rules and funding streams.

States need to be given the tools to solve these problems. The PPACA
should either be repealed or replaced with a system giving States the
ability to truly innovate. At the very least, we ask that you give the States
flexibility through waivers exempting States from the burdensome
requirements of the PPACA while providing the care their populations
need and want in the way the States know best how to deliver.

In addition to these needed reforms, the State of Louisiana fully expects
HHS to coordinate its efforts regarding implementation of a Federally-
facilitated Exchange in an effort to mitigate the negative impact on either
our private insurance market or the Medicaid program. The State expects
that the Federal government will adhere to the four guiding principles
included in the "General Guidance on Federally-facilitated Exchanges"
and intends to hold the Federal government accountable to these
principles. Additionally, the impact on our State's budget is a significant
concern. In this light we expect that HHS will:

• Provide a full and complete briefing to the State officials regarding on-
going implementation efforts;
• Schedule routine meetings to update State officials on the
implementation status;
• Notify the State when all stakeholder, consumer, or any other public
meetings or public outreach activities are scheduled;
• Work with the State on memorandums of understanding and/or contracts
if the Federal-facilitated Exchange expects any support or assistance of
the State so that the State is fairly and equitably compensated, including
for the use of any State data used by the Federally-facilitated Exchange to
verify income;
• Provide the names of all contractors who will be working in the State on
the Federally-facilitated Exchange and the details about what activities



these contractors will be involved in, including copies of all contracts;
• After the establishment of the Exchange, provide regular (at least semi-
annual) updates on its utilization, cost (including long-term financial
health), and its impact on the State's insurance market, including, but not
limited to the information that must be provided pursuant to §1311(d)(7) of
the PPACA;
• If any changes to the Federally-facilitated Exchange model are
anticipated, the State is notified immediately; and
• Inform the State of any navigator grant recipients and provide copies of
memorandums of understanding between navigators and the Federally-
facilitated Exchange.

All further correspondence regarding the PPACA and health insurance
Exchange issues is to be directed to the Louisiana Department of Health
and Hospitals (Bruce Greenstein, Secretary), the official agency
authorized to collaborate with HHS on issues concerning the PPACA in
Louisiana. The State of Louisiana hopes that HHS will listen to its
concerns and give the States actual flexibility to improve health care for all
Americans.

Sincerely,

Bruce D. Greenstein
Secretary
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 

<SC Gov Nikki Haley Letter to HHS Secretary.PDF>
<NE 1115 ATTACHMENT Federal Health Insurance Exchange.pdf>
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:39:24 PM

Yes- I’ll send my internal document to you guys.  Give me just a second…about to send another
update email
 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:38 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA
 
Good idea...if you share with Katie she can tell me over the phone...
 
Even just the ones who have actually announced, we don't have to have the unannounced ones...

On Nov 15, 2012, at 12:36 PM, "Marie Sanderson" wrote:

I have it but purposefully have not sent it around because I don’t want some lobbyist to
get it. If I send it to you, will you hold it really close?
 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:36 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA
 

Do we have a list of which states have announced and what the decision was? Would
be helpful for my gov I know...

On Nov 15, 2012, at 12:24 PM, "Marie Sanderson" > wrote:

Chiefs, Action Officers, and Healthcare Advisors:
 
In an effort to share information with you about healthcare exchange
moving parts, please find four releases from governors on their
healthcare exchange decision: SC, NE, NM and LA. If your governor has
made a decision  and you would like that information shared, please let
me know. We are doing our best to follow moving parts.
Thanks,
Marie
 

mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov


 
SC: See letter attached
 
NE: See remarks attached
 
NM:  http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-11-15/new-mexico-
moves-ahead-with-health-exchange
 
LA: See link and letter below.
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2694
 
 

Louisiana: 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius
Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20201

November 16, 2012

Dear Secretary Sebelius:

As you know, on March 23, 2011, the State of Louisiana
announced that it would not assume the risk of building a
health insurance Exchange as outlined by the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). Given the fact
that deadlines established in the guidance issued in the August
13, 2012 request of the United States Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) are not legally binding, the State
of Louisiana will not be submitting a Declaration Letter;
however, this letter serves as the state of Louisiana's position
regarding critical components of the PPACA.

Since the PPACA was signed into law, the State of Louisiana
has repeatedly stated that the law has severe legal problems,
is bad policy, and is unworkable. Those beliefs remain
unchanged. With the Supreme Court's decision in National
Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius, the Court
agreed with the State of Louisiana that at least one of the over
450 provisions of the PPACA is unconstitutional and the
provision requiring all individuals to have insurance coverage
can only be upheld as a tax. Even after the Supreme Court's
decision, there remain many questions about the legality of the
PPACA involving issues fundamental to all Americans,
including religious freedom and unjust taxation.

While the Supreme Court ruled on the Constitutionality of
some parts of the PPACA, it was not an endorsement of its
policy merits. In fact, Chief Justice Roberts underscored this

http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-11-15/new-mexico-moves-ahead-with-health-exchange
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-11-15/new-mexico-moves-ahead-with-health-exchange
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2694


fact when he wrote, "Members of this Court are vested with the
authority to interpret the law; we possess neither the expertise
nor the prerogative to make policy judgments." The PPACA
remains a flawed piece of legislation that fails to fix the
fundamental existing problems in the United States health care
system, particularly the unsustainable rising costs faced by
American families and small businesses. Instead, we are faced
with a more tightly controlled federal-run health insurance
market that will increase costs, undermine the private health
care marketplace, and weaken private sector job creation.

The Supreme Court's decision also fails to resolve the fact that
the PPACA is simply an unworkable piece of legislation. With
incomplete regulations and unrealistic deadlines, States and
the Federal government will struggle to have a health
insurance Exchange ready for open enrollment on October 1,
2013 that is not beset with major complications for the
insurance market and the respective residents of the States.
The full extent of damage the PPACA causes to small
businesses, the nation's economy, and the American health
care system will only be revealed with time. The State of
Louisiana has no interest in being a party to this failure by
implementing a state based exchange.

The PPACA's Legality
Louisiana was one of 26 States that filed suit against the
federal government concerning the legality of the PPACA,
specifically focusing on two parts: § 1501 (the individual
mandate) and Title II (the mandatory expansion of the
Medicaid eligible population to 133 percent of the federal
poverty level). In June of this year, the Supreme Court agreed
that the mandatory Medicaid expansion was unconstitutional.
They also ruled that the individual mandate was
unconstitutional under Congress's Commerce power, but
upheld this provision as an example of Congress's taxing
power, admitting that the purported penalty is actually a tax.

While the Supreme Court effectively rewrote the PPACA to
uphold the individual mandate, they did not rule on the legality
of the remainder of the law. In fact, the Supreme Court is
aware that future challenges are likely to occur by its recent
actions. With continuing questions about the PPACA's legality,
we believe it is prudent to wait until these challenges are
completely resolved. Provisions that the Court did not rule on
that are still being challenged include:

The Employer Mandate
• The PPACA requires that all employers with fifty or more full-
time employees provide adequate health care coverage to
their employees. (§ 1513, §1514, and §10106). If they do not,
these employers could face a tax of $2,000 or $3,000.



Federally-Facilitated Exchange Subsidy
• In the PPACA, State-based health Exchanges are authorized
to provide premium assistance subsidies to individuals from
100% to 400% of the Federal Poverty Level. However, the
PPACA does not expressly authorize Federally-facilitated
Exchanges to do the same. Subsequent regulations from the
Internal Revenue Service have interpreted the law so that all
Exchanges are able to provide premium assistance. The
legality of these regulations is currently being challenged.

Preventative Care Mandate
• Section 2713 of the PPACA allows for the Secretary to define
preventive care services to be provided cost-free by all non-
grandfathered insurance plans. In August 2011, the Secretary
released a regulation that included contraceptive and some
abortifacient services as preventative care. The regulation has
been challenged by numerous groups and individuals (in over
35 lawsuits) who have religious objections to paying for health
insurance that includes coverage for contraception and some
abortifacient services.

Maintenance of Effort
• The Supreme Court's decision invalidated the provision of the
PPACA which coerced States to expand their Medicaid
program by threatening existing Medicaid funding. Questions
remain whether this applies to the maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirement, requiring States to maintain their existing
Medicaid eligibility until 2014.

Origination Clause
• The Supreme Court decision made it clear that the individual
mandate is a tax, not a penalty as claimed by the
administration. The PPACA originated in the Senate. The
Constitution (Article I, Section 7, Clause 1) is clear that all
taxes are to originate in the House, and thus the individual
mandate has been contested as an unconstitutional tax.

Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB)
• Sections 3403 and 10320 of the PPACA created this 15-
member federal board that is granted the authority to make
payment changes for the Medicare program without approval
from Congress. There are also no administrative or judicial
reviews of these decisions.

Legality of Rulemaking/Guidance
• With many of the provisions of the PPACA, formal rules and
regulations have been delayed or even non-existent. There are
serious questions about the legality of this procedure in light of
the Administrative Procedures Act.

Bad Policy
While HHS has repeatedly said that the States serve as
incubators of innovation, the PPACA robs States of this ability



by limiting their opportunities to enact meaningful state-led
health care reform. For example, the concept for an Exchange
originated as a free market idea meant to lower the cost of
health insurance for those who decide to purchase such
insurance. In theory, an increased pool for those deciding to
purchase health insurance is a good idea. It provides
individuals the ability to select the insurance coverage that they
want at a lower cost. If this were truly the framework for the
Exchange model outlined in PPACA, the State of Louisiana
would be glad to evaluate it as an option, adopting it to our
State's needs. However, the PPACA Exchange is only
masquerading as free market idea, and instead creates a
vehicle for the Federal government to tightly control the
coverage options available to consumers, raising costs and
limiting choice. Many employers will drop the health insurance
coverage they currently provide to employees, leaving
individual health care needs to the federal government.
Specifically, the consequences of the PPACA Exchange and
associated insurance changes include:

Lack of Consumer Choice
• When the PPACA was proposed, the President promised that
if individuals liked their current health care insurance, they
could keep it. However, the PPACA model will actually force
individuals into the broken, government-run Medicaid system
and into heavily-regulated, government-run health care plans
(deemed "minimal essential coverage" by the Federal
government).

Individuals should have the right to select what health care
plan is best for them, and not be limited to a one-size-fits-all
product that a political process deems is "essential". By
mandating that certain benefits be provided in all insurance
plans, the price of premiums will increase, leaving individuals
unable to continue the coverage they like and a price they can
afford

Increased Taxes
• The PPACA requires that all Exchanges be financially self-
sufficient by 2015. This will require the Exchange to generate
revenue, either by instituting user fees in the Exchange market
or in the entire insurance market- essentially a tax on all
insurance plans purchased. This will only further drive up the
costs of premiums in the Exchange market for consumers and
for individuals who will have to pay the premium assistance
through their taxes.

• The PPACA also includes a tax on insurance premiums
which are proposed to be paid for by "the industry." It is
troubling that these same taxes will affect managed care
organizations, proven mechanisms for more effectively
controlling cost for Medicaid and Medicare, especially needed
for States with limited financial resources.



Impact on Employers and Employees
• The employer mandate, a tax on employers with fifty or more
employees who decide not to provide "adequate" health
insurance coverage to their employees, is a disincentive to
provide coverage. Already, businesses are attempting to
modify their business structure to avoid the law's mandates
(either by laying off employees or reducing the number of
hours these employees work). Even those employers who
provide coverage can be taxed an additional $3,000 if that
employee is eligible and enrolls in coverage on the health
insurance Exchange. So instead of building upon the existing
insurance market, the PPACA is undermining it.

Unworkable
The deadline for all Exchanges (both State and federally-
facilitated) to be ready for open enrollment is October 1, 2013.
However, it is likely many exchanges will not be ready by that
point, even in those States that are supportive of the PPACA.
The guidance received from the Federal government is often
delayed or non-existent. For a project as large and
complicated as health care reform, this is an insurmountable
hurdle for the States to overcome. There are numerous
unanswered questions and major problems remaining about
Exchanges and the provisions of the PPACA entangled with
them. Continuing issues include:

Exchanges in General
• In order for an Exchange to be ready for open enrollment on
October 1, 2013, it must be approved or conditionally approved
by January 1, 2013. However, there have been no formal
regulations regarding what guidelines HHS will use to
determine if an Exchange is conditionally approved or not.

• It has been continuously promised by officials at HHS that
there will be cost comparisons between the Federally-
facilitated Exchange, the State-based Exchange, and the
partnership Exchanges. These cost estimates have not yet
been made public.

Federally-facilitated Exchanges
• To date, in addition to the incomplete final rule for health
insurance Exchanges, there has been no rulemaking regarding
the Federally-facilitated Exchanges and their interactions with
the respective States' eligibility systems. Promised in the
March 2012 final Exchange regulation was further guidance
regarding the Federally-facilitated Exchange. Since that point,
only a questions and answers document has been released.

• Numerous contracts have been signed for the development of
the Federally-facilitated Exchange, but these documents have
not been made public. The State of Louisiana filed a Freedom
of Information Act request within the last month for these
contracts and has still not received these documents. Senator



Orrin Hatch of Utah requested similar documents in his role as
Ranking Member on the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance
and has not received a response. It is necessary for these
documents to be made public so that States can make
informed decisions concerning Exchanges.

Partnership Exchange
• A partnership Exchange will be a Federally-facilitated
Exchange with certain functions run by the State. It is an option
first introduced by a power point presentation and further
expanded by a document entitled "General Guidance on
Federally-facilitated Exchanges," but has yet to be defined in
federal regulations. The final Exchange rule proposed no
regulations regarding this option.

• There has been no answer from the Federal government
concerning whether the Federal government or the States will
be responsible to pay for the state-run functions of a
partnership Exchange.

The Workings of an Exchange
• The Exchange is required to provide premium tax credits to
those between 100% and 400% of the federal poverty line.
Originally projected to cost the federal government $462 billion
between 2012 and 2019, these subsidies are now projected to
be $574 billion during the same period by the Congressional
Budget Office. Already, Medicare funding will be cut by $700
billion to pay for these premium tax credits. There is discussion
that because these levels of subsidies are unsustainable, the
number of Americans eligible for premium assistance subsidies
will be reduced in number.

Essential Health Benefits and Actuarial Values
• All plans in the individual and small group markets (including
plans sold on the respective State Exchanges) must meet
"essential health benefits," benefits not yet defined by the
Secretary of HHS in formal rulemaking. Initial informal
guidance suggests that these benefits will be based off of the
most popular small group plans in each State in addition to
benefits specified by the PPPACA. The States, insurance
companies, and other stakeholders are awaiting formal
regulations about essential health benefits.

• The States are awaiting a promised "actuarial value
calculator" to accurately determine actuarial values for plans
sold on the Exchange. This still has not been delivered and
numerous questions remain about how actuarial value of
health insurance plans will be determined.

Reforms Needed
It is most disappointing that the PPACA failed to offer
sustainable reform of the nation's health care system. Instead
of strengthening the market to lower costs and increase



consumer choice, the PPACA created a big government
"solution"- the type of solution history tells us will only create
debt and worry for future generations of Americans. Health
care reform should focus on improving the value of health care
in America by bringing down costs and improving quality.

There are several ways to do this. Transparency in health care
is essential for individuals to be better consumers of care. The
cost and success rates of different procedures can be made
publically available to help individuals make decisions about
their care. Increased competition through individuals being
allowed to purchase insurance across State lines can create
greater competition and lower costs.

Similarly, just as individuals should have more investment in
their health care choices, States should have greater ability to
design programs that meet the needs of their people. States
know how to take care of their residents more than the
bureaucrats in Washington, distant both in geography and in
experience. Louisiana, for example, has been able to make
remarkable progress in its care of the Medicaid population
through an innovative model of managed care, saving money
and improving the quality of care. However, constrained by the
federal requirements for Medicaid, Louisiana can only do so
much. It is time to give the States the option to administer this
program through block grants to save both the Federal and
State taxpayers money and eliminate the perverse incentives
created by federal rules and funding streams.

States need to be given the tools to solve these problems. The
PPACA should either be repealed or replaced with a system
giving States the ability to truly innovate. At the very least, we
ask that you give the States flexibility through waivers
exempting States from the burdensome requirements of the
PPACA while providing the care their populations need and
want in the way the States know best how to deliver.

In addition to these needed reforms, the State of Louisiana
fully expects HHS to coordinate its efforts regarding
implementation of a Federally-facilitated Exchange in an effort
to mitigate the negative impact on either our private insurance
market or the Medicaid program. The State expects that the
Federal government will adhere to the four guiding principles
included in the "General Guidance on Federally-facilitated
Exchanges" and intends to hold the Federal government
accountable to these principles. Additionally, the impact on our
State's budget is a significant concern. In this light we expect
that HHS will:

• Provide a full and complete briefing to the State officials
regarding on-going implementation efforts;
• Schedule routine meetings to update State officials on the
implementation status;



• Notify the State when all stakeholder, consumer, or any other
public meetings or public outreach activities are scheduled;
• Work with the State on memorandums of understanding
and/or contracts if the Federal-facilitated Exchange expects
any support or assistance of the State so that the State is fairly
and equitably compensated, including for the use of any State
data used by the Federally-facilitated Exchange to verify
income;
• Provide the names of all contractors who will be working in
the State on the Federally-facilitated Exchange and the details
about what activities these contractors will be involved in,
including copies of all contracts;
• After the establishment of the Exchange, provide regular (at
least semi-annual) updates on its utilization, cost (including
long-term financial health), and its impact on the State's
insurance market, including, but not limited to the information
that must be provided pursuant to §1311(d)(7) of the PPACA;
• If any changes to the Federally-facilitated Exchange model
are anticipated, the State is notified immediately; and
• Inform the State of any navigator grant recipients and provide
copies of memorandums of understanding between navigators
and the Federally-facilitated Exchange.

All further correspondence regarding the PPACA and health
insurance Exchange issues is to be directed to the Louisiana
Department of Health and Hospitals (Bruce Greenstein,
Secretary), the official agency authorized to collaborate with
HHS on issues concerning the PPACA in Louisiana. The State
of Louisiana hopes that HHS will listen to its concerns and give
the States actual flexibility to improve health care for all
Americans.

Sincerely,

Bruce D. Greenstein
Secretary
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 

<SC Gov Nikki Haley Letter to HHS Secretary.PDF>
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; maryfallin ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Fallin admin comment on health insurance exchange report
Date: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 10:40:07 AM

Works for me
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 10:29 AM
To: maryfallin ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fallin admin comment on health insurance exchange report
 
Governor, the “Joint Committee on the Federal Health Care Law” chaired by Stanislawski and
Mulready is releasing a report in a few minutes. One of their recommendations will be to create a
free market health insurance exchange that is integrated with Insure Oklahoma and similar to the
Utah Model.
 
Our planned response will be something along the lines of:
 
As Governor Fallin has said in the past, she supports developing an Oklahoma-based free market
exchange, not only to prevent the creation of a federal exchange run by Washington bureaucrats,
but also to increase access to affordable health insurance for Oklahomans.
 
If no action is taken by lawmakers in Oklahoma, federal law under “ObamaCare” clearly states that
a federally designed and run health insurance exchange will be forced on the state and its citizens.
The governor is absolutely opposed to such a federal incursion and believes a state based solution is
the best way to prevent that outcome.
 
Governor Fallin is reviewing the recommendations of the legislature. She appreciates their work on
this issue and the positive steps they have taken towards an Oklahoma-based, free market solution
that will help to prevent the implementation of ObamaCare.
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Medicaid, managed care
Date: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 12:01:37 PM

I'm CC'ing our policy director Katie on this. The data point we've given you in the past is below.

I think there are too distinct issues though. Regardless of whether it is or not, I do not believe Governor
Fallin has made the claim that Medicaid is currently growing faster than the rest of the state's budget.
What she has said is that when fully implemented ObamaCare will add to the Medicaid rolls and thus to
both state and federal spending.

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman’s to the
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020.

-----Original Message-----
From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Medicaid, managed care

Hi Alex - Please see below. Do you have any data points available that help backup Gov. Fallin's rhetoric
about the growth of Medicaid in the state budget?

-----Original Message-----
From: ALEX WAYNE (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:awayne3@bloomberg.net]
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 12:11 PM
To: Jon Thompson; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: Medicaid, managed care

Jon, Mike:

Bloomberg Government's coming out with a study later today finding that contrary to claims by some
governors and other elected officials -- mostly but not all Republicans -- Medicaid is NOT growing faster
than the rest of states' budgets.

Adjusting for inflation, Medicaid spending by states has grown only 12 percent in the last decade. It's
remained flat as a share of state budgets, at about 10 percent. The numbers were compiled from data
from the National Association of State Budget Officers.

Governors that the study quotes as claiming excessive Medicaid growth include Bob McDonnell (growing
at "unsustainable levels"), Scott Walker ("by far the fastest-growing portion of our budget") and Mary
Fallin ("going up and up and up.")

Wanted to see if RGA would like to comment.

Alex

------------------------------------------------------------
Alex Wayne, reporter | Bloomberg News
202.654.4339 office | 202.607.0453 mobile
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Medicaid, managed care
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:57:44 PM

Well she is saying a half billion in state funds.
This number is state and federal.

I need to send the press something to show them she wasn’t pulling that statement out of her ass. Do
you have something that can help in that endeavor.

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:56 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Medicaid, managed care

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman’s to the
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020.

Recall this was before the decision, if we are not required to expand Medicaid it will not be the same.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RE: Medicaid, managed care

I concur with Alex. Thanks, Katie

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 12:02 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Medicaid, managed care
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I'm CC'ing our policy director Katie on this. The data point we've given you in the past is below.

I think there are too distinct issues though. Regardless of whether it is or not, I do not believe Governor
Fallin has made the claim that Medicaid is currently growing faster than the rest of the state's budget.
What she has said is that when fully implemented ObamaCare will add to the Medicaid rolls and thus to
both state and federal spending.

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman’s to the
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020.

-----Original Message-----
From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Medicaid, managed care

Hi Alex - Please see below. Do you have any data points available that help backup Gov. Fallin's rhetoric
about the growth of Medicaid in the state budget?

-----Original Message-----
From: ALEX WAYNE (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:awayne3@bloomberg.net]
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 12:11 PM
To: Jon Thompson; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: Medicaid, managed care

Jon, Mike:

Bloomberg Government's coming out with a study later today finding that contrary to claims by some
governors and other elected officials -- mostly but not all Republicans -- Medicaid is NOT growing faster
than the rest of states' budgets.

Adjusting for inflation, Medicaid spending by states has grown only 12 percent in the last decade. It's
remained flat as a share of state budgets, at about 10 percent. The numbers were compiled from data
from the National Association of State Budget Officers.

Governors that the study quotes as claiming excessive Medicaid growth include Bob McDonnell (growing
at "unsustainable levels"), Scott Walker ("by far the fastest-growing portion of our budget") and Mary
Fallin ("going up and up and up.")

Wanted to see if RGA would like to comment.

Alex

------------------------------------------------------------
Alex Wayne, reporter | Bloomberg News
202.654.4339 office | 202.607.0453 mobile
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: quick question
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 2:33:38 PM

I didn't know that and don't understand. The document they gave us said approx
500 million for full implementation by 2020 and 100 million a year, starting in 2020 

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 13, 2012, at 2:29 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

I know you know but, please note that the cost is $100 mil for full implementation not
per year, we need to make sure she is aware!
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2012 10:12 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: quick question
 
I am getting asked this question, can you give me some background to the $100 million
cost of ACA implementation the governor mentioned yesterday at the summit?
 

Fallin, Doak, Shannon discuss current, future health
issues
8/10/2012 by Erin Boeckman -- eCapitol News ---- 

Gov. Mary Fallin, Speaker-designate T.W. Shannon and Insurance

Commissioner John Doak spoke to attendees of the inaugural Oklahoma

Health Care Summit Thursday about current health policies and the changes

they may undergo in the coming legislative session.

The summit was organized by Physicians Liability Insurance Company and

featured speakers and exhibits. The three state leaders were asked to address

the state of Oklahoma health care.

All three speakers addressed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

and its potential implications on Oklahoma.

"We are proceeding very cautiously," Fallin said.

As the newly elected vice chair of the National Governors Association, Fallin

said that many governors have questions about how states will implement the

law, which is why the association sent a list of questions to the U.S.

Department of Health and Human Services. The department does not seem to

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006231
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have any answers yet, she said.

Specifically, states are concerned about the effect the law will have on

Medicare and Medicaid, the reimbursement rates and the effect on state

budgets, Fallin said.

"We're all very concerned about the cost factor," she said, adding that the

estimated cost for Oklahoma's implementation is $100 million a year.

While the U.S. Supreme Court did rule in favor of the constitutionality of the

law, Fallin said that things may change with the November elections. She said

she is in favor of "repealing and replacing" the Affordable Care Act.

Doak said he was interested to see how states approached the development

of health insurance exchanges, one of the requirements of the act.

"If we don't put one in place, the federal government will," he said.

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is the law, and as an insurance

regulator he is required to follow the law. However, Doak said he is waiting

on some actions to be taken at the state Capitol. Legislation has not yet been

passed to establish a state-based exchange.

Shannon, R-Lawton, said the state cannot afford to wait for the federal

government to take the lead. He said the federal government's "takeover of

the health care system" is an opportunity for Oklahoma to lead. That lead

includes market-based solutions, he said.

"Market-based solutions work," Shannon said, and they will work in health

care but they have not been implemented. Many continue to say that

government is the answer, but subsidizing the problem does not seem to

drive down costs. In fact, it has the opposite effect, he said.

Shannon expressed concern about the number of physicians in the state,

including those with graying hair who may be considering leaving the field.

The number of people on Medicaid also needs to be reduced, which means

more jobs, he said.

The state of Oklahoma's health also needs to be discussed, he said. While he

has concerns about how much government should be involved in some areas,

Shannon said he had to acknowledge that government is often left with the

cost of an unhealthy society.

As solutions are crafted in the next legislative session, Shannon said people

from the industry would be asked for their involvement.

 

 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: quick question
Date: Monday, August 13, 2012 2:34:42 PM

Ok, let me double check, I will get back to you...
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 02:33 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Re: quick question 
 
I didn't know that and don't understand. The document they gave us said approx
500 million for full implementation by 2020 and 100 million a year, starting in 2020 

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 13, 2012, at 2:29 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

I know you know but, please note that the cost is $100 mil for full implementation not
per year, we need to make sure she is aware!
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2012 10:12 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: quick question
 
I am getting asked this question, can you give me some background to the $100 million
cost of ACA implementation the governor mentioned yesterday at the summit?
 

Fallin, Doak, Shannon discuss current, future health
issues
8/10/2012 by Erin Boeckman -- eCapitol News ---- 

Gov. Mary Fallin, Speaker-designate T.W. Shannon and Insurance

Commissioner John Doak spoke to attendees of the inaugural Oklahoma

Health Care Summit Thursday about current health policies and the changes

they may undergo in the coming legislative session.

The summit was organized by Physicians Liability Insurance Company and

featured speakers and exhibits. The three state leaders were asked to address
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the state of Oklahoma health care.

All three speakers addressed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

and its potential implications on Oklahoma.

"We are proceeding very cautiously," Fallin said.

As the newly elected vice chair of the National Governors Association, Fallin

said that many governors have questions about how states will implement the

law, which is why the association sent a list of questions to the U.S.

Department of Health and Human Services. The department does not seem to

have any answers yet, she said.

Specifically, states are concerned about the effect the law will have on

Medicare and Medicaid, the reimbursement rates and the effect on state

budgets, Fallin said.

"We're all very concerned about the cost factor," she said, adding that the

estimated cost for Oklahoma's implementation is $100 million a year.

While the U.S. Supreme Court did rule in favor of the constitutionality of the

law, Fallin said that things may change with the November elections. She said

she is in favor of "repealing and replacing" the Affordable Care Act.

Doak said he was interested to see how states approached the development

of health insurance exchanges, one of the requirements of the act.

"If we don't put one in place, the federal government will," he said.

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is the law, and as an insurance

regulator he is required to follow the law. However, Doak said he is waiting

on some actions to be taken at the state Capitol. Legislation has not yet been

passed to establish a state-based exchange.

Shannon, R-Lawton, said the state cannot afford to wait for the federal

government to take the lead. He said the federal government's "takeover of

the health care system" is an opportunity for Oklahoma to lead. That lead

includes market-based solutions, he said.

"Market-based solutions work," Shannon said, and they will work in health

care but they have not been implemented. Many continue to say that

government is the answer, but subsidizing the problem does not seem to

drive down costs. In fact, it has the opposite effect, he said.

Shannon expressed concern about the number of physicians in the state,

including those with graying hair who may be considering leaving the field.

The number of people on Medicaid also needs to be reduced, which means

more jobs, he said.

The state of Oklahoma's health also needs to be discussed, he said. While he

has concerns about how much government should be involved in some areas,

Shannon said he had to acknowledge that government is often left with the

cost of an unhealthy society.

As solutions are crafted in the next legislative session, Shannon said people

from the industry would be asked for their involvement.
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Monica Block
Subject: FW: Patients over Bureaucrats
Date: Tuesday, May 15, 2012 8:30:58 AM

Dear Chiefs:
 
The following email was sent to your bosses from Governor Bobby Jindal this morning.  Please let me
know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
 

From: Governor Bobby Jindal 
Sent: Tuesday, May 15, 2012 9:17 AM
To: Governor Bobby Jindal
Subject: Patients over Bureaucrats
 
Dear Governors: 
 
Once the United States Supreme Court reminds our constitutional lawyer professor-turned-
President of the existence of the Tenth Amendment and the limits of the Commerce Clause,
thereby repealing Obamacare, the natural question becomes, what’s next?  All of the
problems that existed before President Obama, then-Speaker Pelosi, and Senate Majority
Leader Reid forced through a bill to raise hundreds of billions of dollars in taxes, cut
Medicare spending, and create yet another entitlement program we cannot afford will still
exist.  
 
The American health care system has many well documented flaws, but reminds me of
Churchill’s description of democracy as the “worst form of government, except for all those
other forms that have been tried.”  Surely, our health care system is too expensive, leaves too
many families without coverage, and is plagued by redundant paperwork and procedures. 
Yet, at its best, there is no better.  When your child or parent is sick, you don’t wish they
could be treated elsewhere.  But, you might be worried about how you are going to pay for
the medical bills after they get better.
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The President often promised that he would bend the health care cost curve down, and I just
wish he had succeeded, or even really tried, and had done so in a way that maximizes our
freedom.  Health care reform is filled with confusing acronyms and large numbers, but really
comes down to one simple question: Who do we want making our health care decisions?  Do
we want doctors and their patients in charge or do we want government bureaucrats in
charge?  Since health care is such a personal matter – impacting us when we are the most
vulnerable - and also expensive – consuming an increasingly larger share of our economy,
how we answer this question may be one of the most important domestic policy decisions we
make.        
 
President Obama has made it clear his answer involves a top down government run approach
that, as President Reagan famously said, “would have the efficiency of the Postal Service and
the compassion of the I.R.S.”  I was no great fan of the late Senator Ted Kennedy’s policies
or politics, but did admire his philosophical consistency and dogged determination to get to a
single payer system.  I only wish more of our Republican members of Congress displayed
those same traits in defense of a consumer based system.  Senator Kennedy would pursue
incremental steps or huge leaps towards government run health care, depending on the
political circumstances, but he always worked to move the system in his direction.  We need
Republicans in Washington to stop viewing health care as simply a Democratic issue and to
stop thinking they have achieved victory when they merely adopt a cheaper version of the
Democratic plan.  Over the years, Republican members of Congress have slowed down the
other side, but have not prevented government from taking over more and more of our health
care system.  Indeed, the government is soon expected to pay for half of all health care
spending, with that portion continuing to increase.
 
So, what next?  How do we strengthen and improve a consumer based health care system? 
Let’s consider three main purchasers of health care – Medicare, Medicaid, and private
insurance.
 
Medicare
 
The recent trustees report confirms what everyone already knows, but most in Washington
want to ignore.  Medicare is going broke, based on solvency of the hospital trust fund,
percentage of GDP spent, growth in spending versus revenues, etc.  The program today
wastes billions of taxpayer dollars each year in fraud and waste, while trapping seniors in a
system drowning in what the Mayo Clinic once counted as 130,000 pages of rules and
regulations.  Len Nichols described the program as the federal government trying to set
10,000 prices in 3,000 counties, making the Pentagon’s $400 hammers and $600 toilet seats
look quaint by comparison.  The Left wants to raise payroll taxes, while Congress and the
bureaucrats continue to make political decisions on how much services should cost, which
treatments are covered, and how often patients can visit their providers.  The consumer based
alternative is to adopt a premium support model, similar to the one used for federal
employees, Members of Congress, and many in the private sector, to subsidize the majority
of the premiums paid by seniors free to choose their own health care plan which best meets
their needs.
 
Medicaid
 
The Medicaid program, jointly financed and overseen by the states and the federal



government, continues to overwhelm state budgets, consuming more scarce tax dollars and
threatening funding for schools and roads, while failing to deliver health care efficiently. 
While welfare reform continues to stand as one of the most impressive recent domestic
policy accomplishments to come from Washington, not exactly a high bar, liberal advocacy
groups pressured Congress to inexplicably exclude Medicaid.  States need to be freed from
the D.C. bureaucracy.  The same local flexibility, accountability based on outcomes not
process, and an emphasis on helping the poor to thrive in the mainstream that succeeded in
transforming welfare will work with Medicaid.  There is no excuse for a continued “separate
but equal” health care system in this day and age.  Democrats have blocked various
Republican attempts to block grant the Medicaid program for years, while ignoring the pleas
of governors from both parties for regulatory relief and an end to the unfunded mandates. 
 
At the very least, Congress should allow states to opt-in to a more flexible long-term funding
arrangement; the Obama Administration could accomplish this through waivers, but won’t. 
States would receive guaranteed federal funding, adjusted on a per capita basis to account for
economic cycles, and would agree to predictable federal funding caps set lower than current
predicted growth rates in exchange for relief from federal regulations.  States would have the
freedom to design programs that best meet their people’s needs, combined with an incentive
to lower costs rather than game the system.  Instead of the federal government designing one
size fits all eligibility requirements and micromanaging benefit designs and copayment rules,
states would be required to focus on improving health outcomes for their vulnerable
populations.  At the very least, Washington should allow states to start such a program for the
able bodied populations, i.e., those who qualify for Medicaid primarily due to income and not
health status, which comprise the majority of Medicaid beneficiaries, while considering
special protections for the elderly and disabled.
 
Here is a radical thought – why not free the states to focus their efforts and spending on
helping beneficiaries get better paying jobs so they can afford their own health care and
break the cycle of dependence?  Why not use more Medicaid spending to subsidize private
coverage, rather than building public bureaucracies, as a transition to the independence
envisioned in welfare reform?
 
Private Coverage
 
The American health insurance marketplace simply does not work as it should today.  It
actually does not resemble any reasonably functioning insurance system.  The idea of
insurance should be to pool risk over large populations and time to protect individuals against
unpredictable and potentially overwhelming risk.  Obviously, different people with different
income, assets, and medical conditions will have different levels of overwhelming risk.  Yet,
health insurance, especially individual coverage, today often effectively screens out the sick,
offering coverage when we least need it, and too often simply offers prepaid health care
coverage. 
 
A good way to understand the failings of the marketplace is to compare health care insurance
with other insurance.  For example, most of us don’t file claims with our auto insurers for
every ding our car doors get in the parking lot, knowing the resulting increase in premiums
and hassle in paperwork aren’t worth the payout.  We either pay to fix the car door ourselves
or live with the scratches.  Yet, we have been trained to expect first dollar coverage for minor
procedures, while more and more employers and plans are capping coverage with episodic,
annual, or lifetime limits.  Also, most of us aren’t frustrated at the end of the year that our



homes haven’t flooded or burned down, expecting refunds for our property insurance
premiums.  We don’t set fire to a bedroom at the end of the year to ensure we get our
money’s worth!  Yet, many patients flood their doctors’ offices or refill prescriptions early
towards the end of the year once they have exceeded their deductibles, determined to get
their money’s worth.    
 
Part of the problem is that our health insurance system has evolved over time almost by
accident in response to wage controls, tax policies, and other pressures so that most
Americans get their coverage through their employers.  The resulting subsidy and economies
of scale are important benefits, but it is time to modernize our health care system since
neither the status quo nor the President’s prescribed fix is acceptable.
 
Just as technology is transforming our society and empowering the individual, our health care
system must also evolve from a top down approach, run by either insurance or government
bureaucrats, to a bottom up system where patients make decisions.  We need more
transparency, where individuals have access to pricing and easily understandable and
comparable outcomes and quality data via the internet and also have portable electronic
health care records, so that patients can easily navigate what could otherwise be a confusing,
potentially scary, and highly technical array of options.  Consumers should share in the
savings of best practices and have more, not less, access to health savings accounts and other
tax advantaged financing mechanisms that reward them for seeking care in cost-effective
settings, reducing the likelihood of chronic disease, complying with medical regimens, and
applying savings towards future health care costs.  Insurance must be made portable across
state lines and jobs, and accompanied by policies that reduce the dangers of adverse risk
selection with the least amount of intrusion into the markets and our lives (e.g., reinsurance,
high-risk pools, fixed open enrollment periods).  Consumers, including those working for or
owning a small business, must have the opportunity to purchase coverage through voluntary
pools, whether through trade associations or churches or unions or whatever, to enjoy the
same benefits of scale currently offered to those receiving care through large employers or the
government.  Payment should be for performance, not activity, rewarding integrated networks
offering coordinated care, disease management, and preventative care.  Frivolous lawsuit
reform is a critical component of a reformed health marketplace that will save billions of
dollars while also reducing overutilization.  Finally, those needing help to afford their care
should get that help via refundable tax credits to subsidize the cost of private coverage rather
than building another government-run health plan.
 
Churchill also said about the American people, “We can always count on the Americans to
do the right thing, after they have exhausted all the other possibilities.”  With Obamacare, we
have certainly exhausted all the other possibilities; now is the time to do the right thing and
reform our health care system to empower the patient instead of the bureaucrats.
 
Thanks,
 
Bobby
 
 
P.S. In the days ahead, our RGA Public Policy Committee will be circulating a detailed
policy proposal for reforming our nation's healthcare system for your review and input.  I
hope you will take the time to share your thoughts and ideas with us.



From: Pauley, Todd
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Fwd: PPACA Health Insurance Tax
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:00:05 PM

That is what Denise said Monday. Just wanted to be sure it remained true and nothing surfaced.
Thank you. The Congressman is asking me for this specifically, any explanation as close as one can
get to a possible answer. Thanks!
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 05:50 PM
To: Pauley, Todd 
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Fwd: PPACA Health Insurance Tax 
 
None of it is really known, that is the problem!
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Pauley, Todd [mailto:todd.pauley@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:27 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Fwd: PPACA Health Insurance Tax
 
Have you in recent days seen a resource that most completely spells out the choices; fed, state,
private and the differences between those choices rules, regs, money, those covered, who's
responsible etc... To the degree that it is known knowing more is yet to be written? Thanks. Todd
 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Altman, Michelle; Swanson, Randy 
Cc: Pauley, Todd; Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: PPACA Health Insurance Tax 
 

The first of many emails we will be exchanging...we are in healthcare hell right now, but thought this
was a great summary of part of obamacare that people aren't really talking about right now with the
exchange deadline looming.
 
Not that we're going to have a fix, but we met with them yesterday and they wanted us to talk to our
congressional delegation about it, so here you go!

When you guys get a chance and settled in to your new position, let's think about what makes sense
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in terms of regular meetings and coordination. 
 
Thanks!

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Cronn, Christopher" >
Date: November 15, 2012 1:26:17 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: "McMullen, Jennifer" 
Subject: PPACA Health Insurance Tax

Denise,
 
Attached is the document referenced in your meeting with UnitedHealth Group
earlier.  Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks again!
Chris
 
Chris Cronn
Vice President, State Government Affairs
UnitedHealth Group
1001 Congress, Ste. 300
Austin, TX  78701
512-689-0497
 

This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or
proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or entity
to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended
recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender by replying to this message and delete this e-mail immediately.

mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov


From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: health care exchagne
Date: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:31:24 AM

I would rather pull my own teeth out then talk to him or any press about this...

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:29 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: health care exchagne

Woohoo! What do you want to do?

-----Original Message-----
From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: health care exchagne

A:

Could I get some time on the phone this week with Katie Altshuler or you and Katie Altshuler to talk
about health insurance exchange issues?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: "maryfallin ; Alex Weintz; Scott Mason; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 2:53:12 PM

Ok. I'll pass. Thanks

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 02:48 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: maryfallin@  Alex Weintz; Scott Mason; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt

No we are not...I don't think we have enough info on our decision

On Nov 14, 2012, at 12:35 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Governor,
>
> Hugh Hewitt (national coservative radio) is seeking an interview today from the RGA re: Oklahoma
not participating in exchanges, AG Pruitt's Obamacare lawsuit.
>
> It will be a 10 min phone interview. They have ability from now until around 6pm Vegas time.
>
> Are you interested in this opportunity?
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 2:59:45 PM

This is all I have gotten/seen on it.
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 02:37 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion 
 
Oops, forgot about this one last “opt-out” note…
 
If indeed we have to “opt-out” of the expansion, that WILL require some joint agreement from the
legislature which I think needs to be clear in tomorrows meeting with speaker designate and ppt
 
Do we have any other confirmation of this opinion?
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 5:07 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion
 
Please see last note...
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Katie –
The first document includes maps of where we believe the “new” eligibles would be (by county). 
There are actually three maps – one representing 100% enrollment, one representing 75%, and one
at 57%.
 
The second document provides you information about the eligibles, economic impact, reduced
uncompensated care, federal matching rates, etc.  (I provided notes on the second page to explain
the numbers on the first page.)  Also, wanted to point out that we did use the 2007 economic
impact study - - newer IMPLAN values are not available at this time (ie, for tax revenue).  We did
talk with the OTC regarding this and they believe, because of other factors occurring since 2007,
that the number we have would be pretty well on target.
 
And, then on another note, we learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility group rather
than an “opt-in”.  This changes things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we would probably need
legislation.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
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Cindy
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:24 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Indeed!!!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Can I have abt 20 minutes?  Promise.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Sorry to harass, just checking back in, I am hoping to print copies before I leave the office today of
whatever you send to take with me to the Governor, thanks!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Sure.  Let me put some finishing touches on it and I will get it to you.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
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Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:48 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Hello!
Importance: High
 
I am leaving for the National Governors Association Annual meeting on Thursday morning and will
be briefing Governor Fallin when I arrive re/ PPACA. I wanted to see if there is anyway I can the
information we requested by tomorrow? Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
=================================================== DISCLAIMER - This
e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the named addressee
you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
from your system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: call with gov falleni
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 9:12:00 AM

I met w/ trait this am re/ PPACA and I am a little concerned about what he was saying, sounds like
they plan to blame it all on TW, let me know if you have some time to talk...

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 9:09 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: call with gov falleni

Yep, this is the one he screwed me on...part of the problem is the relationship with bud wyatt...hard to
say no to an Oklahoma guy I think, and think the gov will understand that. That and the fact that our
budget wasn't that bad, I'll try to find that email...

On Nov 14, 2012, at 4:22 AM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

>
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Crippen, Dan [mailto:dcrippen@NGA.ORG]
> Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 08:59 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler
> Subject: RE: call with gov falleni
>
> short version of a long story...  air force has been playing games with their commitment to work on
air guard budget.  they called a meeting of TAGs 10-days ago, gave them a proposal for FY 13 (whihc
now frozen and we assumed was finished) and directed them to "vote"...all without consulting any govs
and only belatedly telling govs after telling congress. COG govs met today at pentagon and rejected
both the process and the "offer".  we were told that that your TAG may have "voted" for the proposal,
presumably after consulting your gov....just want to fill your gov in the COG next steps, the message
we are delivering to the congress and a letter COG will be sending to sec of the air force.  does this
short version make sense?
> ________________________________________
> From: Katie Altshuler [Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
> Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 9:47 PM
> To: Crippen, Dan
> Cc: Denise Northrup; Scott Mason
> Subject: Re: call with gov falleni
>
> Dan,
>
> Do you have any additional background info we can provide her with re/ the Air Guard Issue ahead of
time? It is not something I have spoken to her about recently and I don't want it to take her by
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surprise.
>
> Thank you, Katie
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Crippen, Dan [mailto:dcrippen@NGA.ORG]
> Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 08:24 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler
> Cc: Denise Northrup; Scott Mason
> Subject: RE: call with gov fallen
>
> thanks katie.  i understand the scheduling problems.  i promise to take only a couple of minutes.
> ________________________________
> From: Katie Altshuler [Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
> Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:50 PM
> To: Crippen, Dan
> Cc: Denise Northrup; Scott Mason
> Subject: RE: call with gov fallen
>
> Dan,
>
> I have included Denise Northrup and Scott Mason on this email. They
> will be with the Governor in Las Vegas. We will do everything we can
> to make this happen but her scheduled is pretty cramped. Thanks, Katie
>
> Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
> Office of Governor Mary Fallin
> 2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
> 405.521.2342
> katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
>
>
> From: Crippen, Dan [mailto:dcrippen@NGA.ORG]
> Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 4:04 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler
> Subject: call with gov fallen
>
> I’d like to arrange 3-5 minutes with your governor in the next day or 2…two topics
>                Air Guard and the COG position on the pentagon’s last “offer”
>                The exchange issue and meeting with the President
>
> thanks
>
>
> The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary,
and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
> The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary,
and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
> The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary,
and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
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dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.



Subject: Account Search
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 3:32:05 PM

Drew,
 
We appreciate your quick response and willingness to provide assistance with this task.  Please
search all email accounts within this office for the terms listed below.  Also, can you please include
all email accounts that originated within this office since January 2011 – i.e. past employees?  During
our phone conversation, you mentioned that you would check to see if your group has the capacity
to search our I Drive as well.  Do you have an update on this?  Lastly, do you have an estimated time
frame of how long this will take?
 
 
Search Terms

·         Obamacare
·         Health Exchange
·         Affordable Healthcare Act
·         Expansion of Medicaid
·         Healthcare Exchange
·         State-based exchange
·         Early Innovator
·         Early innovator and reject
·         Healthcare exchange and reject
·         All emails sent or received during the month of November 2012
 

 
 
Best,
 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: call with gov falleni
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 9:12:58 AM

Holy crap!

On Nov 14, 2012, at 7:12 AM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> I met w/ trait this am re/ PPACA and I am a little concerned about what he was saying, sounds like
they plan to blame it all on TW, let me know if you have some time to talk...
>
> Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
> Office of Governor Mary Fallin
> 2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
> Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
> 405.521.2342
> katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
>
>
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 9:09 AM
> To: Katie Altshuler
> Subject: Re: call with gov falleni
>
> Yep, this is the one he screwed me on...part of the problem is the relationship with bud wyatt...hard
to say no to an Oklahoma guy I think, and think the gov will understand that. That and the fact that
our budget wasn't that bad, I'll try to find that email...
>
>
>
> On Nov 14, 2012, at 4:22 AM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
>
>>
>>
>> ----- Original Message -----
>> From: Crippen, Dan [mailto:dcrippen@NGA.ORG]
>> Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 08:59 PM
>> To: Katie Altshuler
>> Subject: RE: call with gov falleni
>>
>> short version of a long story...  air force has been playing games with their commitment to work on
air guard budget.  they called a meeting of TAGs 10-days ago, gave them a proposal for FY 13 (whihc
now frozen and we assumed was finished) and directed them to "vote"...all without consulting any govs
and only belatedly telling govs after telling congress. COG govs met today at pentagon and rejected
both the process and the "offer".  we were told that that your TAG may have "voted" for the proposal,
presumably after consulting your gov....just want to fill your gov in the COG next steps, the message
we are delivering to the congress and a letter COG will be sending to sec of the air force.  does this
short version make sense?
>> ________________________________________
>> From: Katie Altshuler [Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
>> Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 9:47 PM
>> To: Crippen, Dan
>> Cc: Denise Northrup; Scott Mason
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>> Subject: Re: call with gov falleni
>>
>> Dan,
>>
>> Do you have any additional background info we can provide her with re/ the Air Guard Issue ahead
of time? It is not something I have spoken to her about recently and I don't want it to take her by
surprise.
>>
>> Thank you, Katie
>>
>> ----- Original Message -----
>> From: Crippen, Dan [mailto:dcrippen@NGA.ORG]
>> Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 08:24 PM
>> To: Katie Altshuler
>> Cc: Denise Northrup; Scott Mason
>> Subject: RE: call with gov fallen
>>
>> thanks katie.  i understand the scheduling problems.  i promise to take only a couple of minutes.
>> ________________________________
>> From: Katie Altshuler [Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
>> Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:50 PM
>> To: Crippen, Dan
>> Cc: Denise Northrup; Scott Mason
>> Subject: RE: call with gov fallen
>>
>> Dan,
>>
>> I have included Denise Northrup and Scott Mason on this email. They
>> will be with the Governor in Las Vegas. We will do everything we can
>> to make this happen but her scheduled is pretty cramped. Thanks, Katie
>>
>> Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
>> Office of Governor Mary Fallin
>> 2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
>> 405.521.2342
>> katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
>>
>>
>> From: Crippen, Dan [mailto:dcrippen@NGA.ORG]
>> Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 4:04 PM
>> To: Katie Altshuler
>> Subject: call with gov fallen
>>
>> I’d like to arrange 3-5 minutes with your governor in the next day or 2…two topics
>>               Air Guard and the COG position on the pentagon’s last “offer”
>>               The exchange issue and meeting with the President
>>
>> thanks
>>
>>
>> The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary,
and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
>> The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary,
and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,

mailto:dcrippen@NGA.ORG
mailto:dcrippen@NGA.ORG


dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
>> The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary,
and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.



From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; "maryfallin
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should expand

Medicaid under PPACA
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 10:20:16 AM

Oh, how kind.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 10:17 AM
To: 'maryfallin '
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK
should expand Medicaid under PPACA
 

 
From: Trent, Josh (Coburn) [mailto:Josh_Trent@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 08:15 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Morris, Jerry (Coburn) <Jerry_Morris@coburn.senate.gov> 
Subject: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should
expand Medicaid under PPACA 
 
 
 
________________________
Josh Trent
Health Care Policy (LA)
U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D.
172 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5754
www.coburn.senate.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
Date: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:55:00 PM

Yep, guess we just send that…but I would try to make sure with her…its going to start a shitstorm…
and basically make her decision for us…without even having met with the speaker and the ppt yet,
which I’m not comfortable with. we don’t get to write our own dialogue on this, which would be
unfortunate.
 
Can we beg off and say the gov is in the air and wait until tomorrow?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:53 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
 

Governor Fallin  was disappointed and frustrated with the Supreme Court’s decision
to uphold the bulk of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). She believes the law is
unaffordable and unworkable, and that many aspects of the bill — including the
individual mandate – grant Congress power that was not intended by the authors of
the Constitution. She voted against the bill as a congresswoman and supported the
lawsuit filed by Oklahoma’s attorney general as governor. She continues her adamant
opposition to the law, and will actively campaign for conservative candidates,
including the Republican presidential nominee, who pledge to overturn and replace
the ACA.
 
However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold most of the ACA,
Governor Fallin believes it is her responsibility to thoroughly and thoughtfully review
the state of Oklahoma’s options regarding the future of both Medicaid and the
creation of a health insurance exchange.  Her priority is not to make a decision soon;
it is to make the right decision. The governor will continue to review how the state of
Oklahoma can best meet the health care needs of its citizens. Our office will
proactively relay these decisions to Governor Fallin’s constituents and to the media as
they are made.

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
Right – what was our last written statement to any reporter?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:51 PM
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To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
I haven’t gotten any response from the gov on this. According to USA Today our position on
ObamaCare is we are going to wait until November before we do anything on some combination of
an exchange and Medicaid expansion. Fox25 saw it and wants confirmation. I’m just going to send
them our original statement and say that the gov’s position has not changed.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:44 AM
To: 'Mary Fallin'
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 

This article from USA today (http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-07-
12/states-health-care-status/56181438/1) reports the following … it’s written clumsily and
its not clear whether you are waiting until after the election to pursue an exchange or
Medicaid expansion or both:
Oklahoma(18%). Gov. Mary Fallin, a Republican, plans to wait until after the November
election to decide how to proceed, according to local news accounts. The Legislature has
declined to establish health care exchanges. Fallin hasn't decided whether to expand
Medicaid coverage to more uninsured adults, mostly at federal expense.
 
Please let me know how to proceed. If I confirm that you are going to wait until after the
election for either Medicaid/exchange action, that is a change in our position and the
media here will immediately begin reporting that. if that’s not our position I need to call
USA today and tell them that so they can change their article. We are being asked by local
press so ignoring is not an option.

 
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto  
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:19 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
Pull off AP stories and see what it says I said..
I think I was probably referring to exchanges and the elections to try to repeal and replace....
On the Medicaid
I generally said we were very concerned with the financial hit our budget and are analyzing
the info
, waiting for HHS to answer questions ..
Is this what you remember Katie??

Mary Fallin

On Jul 16, 2012, at 8:38 AM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor, did u say this at nga? 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-07-12/states-health-care-status/56181438/1
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Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Joseph A. Griffin" <jagriffin@sbgnet.com>
Date: July 16, 2012 4:16:29 AM CDT
To: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FOX 25 healthcare reform question

AP is reporting the Governor intends to wait for the election until
implementing any reforms.  can you confirm this?

Joe Griffin
Fox 25 news
(405)520-1642

mailto:jagriffin@sbgnet.com
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
Date: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:51:00 PM

Right – what was our last written statement to any reporter?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:51 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
I haven’t gotten any response from the gov on this. According to USA Today our position on
ObamaCare is we are going to wait until November before we do anything on some combination of
an exchange and Medicaid expansion. Fox25 saw it and wants confirmation. I’m just going to send
them our original statement and say that the gov’s position has not changed.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:44 AM
To: 'Mary Fallin'
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 

This article from USA today (http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-07-
12/states-health-care-status/56181438/1) reports the following … it’s written clumsily and
its not clear whether you are waiting until after the election to pursue an exchange or
Medicaid expansion or both:
Oklahoma(18%). Gov. Mary Fallin, a Republican, plans to wait until after the November
election to decide how to proceed, according to local news accounts. The Legislature has
declined to establish health care exchanges. Fallin hasn't decided whether to expand
Medicaid coverage to more uninsured adults, mostly at federal expense.
 
Please let me know how to proceed. If I confirm that you are going to wait until after the
election for either Medicaid/exchange action, that is a change in our position and the
media here will immediately begin reporting that. if that’s not our position I need to call
USA today and tell them that so they can change their article. We are being asked by local
press so ignoring is not an option.

 
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto  
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:19 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: FOX 25 healthcare reform question
 
Pull off AP stories and see what it says I said..
I think I was probably referring to exchanges and the elections to try to repeal and replace....
On the Medicaid
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I generally said we were very concerned with the financial hit our budget and are analyzing
the info
, waiting for HHS to answer questions ..
Is this what you remember Katie??

Mary Fallin

On Jul 16, 2012, at 8:38 AM, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Governor, did u say this at nga? 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Joseph A. Griffin" <jagriffin@sbgnet.com>
Date: July 16, 2012 4:16:29 AM CDT
To: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FOX 25 healthcare reform question

AP is reporting the Governor intends to wait for the election until
implementing any reforms.  can you confirm this?

Joe Griffin
Fox 25 news
(405)520-1642
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: OK Representation
Date: Tuesday, August 07, 2012 11:40:13 PM
Attachments: Perfect Storm .docx

--------------------------------------------------
From: "Ed Goeas" < >
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:07 PM
To: <denisenorthrup >
Subject: FW: OK Representation

> Crap, I thought I had sent this out last week, but found it in my drafts.
> Was going to add some commentary, but figured I had better get it to you!.
> On the road to NH tomorrow.  Can we talk about this Wednesday?  Thanks, Ed
>
> Ed Goeas
> President/CEO
> The Tarrance Group
> 201 North Union Street
> Suite 410
> Alexandria, VA 22314
> 703 684-6688
> 
>
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Deborah Hohlt [mailto ]
> Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 1:43 PM
> To: Ed Goeas
> Subject: OK Representation
>
> Thanks again Ed.
>
> It has certainly been an honor to represent Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels
> but also a learning experience well beyond my expectations.  The "Hall of
> States" group is a lobbying powerhouse all to themselves and I've gained
> an important understanding of the issues specific to state governments,
> the individuals who represent them here in Washington and policymakers on
> the Hill and in the Administration.  Building coalitions within state
> governments in addition to representing issues with a narrow focus on one
> state are the cornerstones of my eight years of service.  I believe I am a
> leader within the NGA network and have mentored many new state directors
> who have come on board during the Daniels Administration.
>
>
>
> My role for the state of Indiana has included work for all Indiana Cabinet
> agencies, representing the State's position with Congress, the
> Administration and federal agencies as well as with the National Governors
> Association and Midwest Governors Association.  As an independent
> contractor, I am also able to represent Governor Daniels with the
> Republican Governors Association.  Major issues we have worked on include
> advocacy against ObamaCare while researching the issues surrounding
> implementation based on cost of the Medicaid expansion and state-run
> exchanges; submission and approval of an 1115 Medicaid waiver establishing

mailto:denisenorthrup@cox.net
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov

INTERNATIONAL/NATIONAL EVENTS AND ISSUES 
OVERHANG ON PRESIDENTIAL/CONGRESSIONAL CAMPAIGNS
As of 07/11/2012

Political And Economic Issues That Will Help Determine The Outcome Of The Presidential And Congressional Campaigns:

1.  The Congressional Legislative Collision Of The "Fiscal Cliff", "Taxmageddon", "The Sequester". 



2. What Happens In The European Union

· Unemployment in many countries is over 11%, in Spain it’s 
over 24%

· Five euro-zone countries have requested a bailout. The amount totals €489 billion Euro, or $611.3 billion USD. They are Greece, Ireland, Portugal, Spain and Cyprus.

· Nine countries have experienced a change in government: France, Italy, Greece, Spain, Great Britain, Ireland, Portugal, Denmark, and Finland. There will be a vote in Romania on presidential impeachment by the end of the month.

· 26% of U.S. Trade is with Europe



3. Fallout from the Supreme Court Decisions:

· The ACA decision upheld (5-4) the health insurance mandate under the taxing power of Congress. The rest of the law survives intact. The Medicaid expansion provision was upheld on the interpretation that Congress could not strip a state of all Medicaid funding for failure to expand coverage.

· In the Arizona immigration law case the Supreme Court unanimously upheld the provision requiring state law enforcement to determine the immigration status of anyone they stop or arrest with reason to suspect the individual maybe undocumented. The Court held the other three provisions void as preempted, or trumped, by federal law.

4. The Middle East Stability/Uncertainty

· Israel vs. Iran - Nuclear Issues

· Iran vs. Europe/U.S. - Oil Issues

· Egypt, Syria, Libya - Instability Issue

5.  Super PACs

· As of 07/10 there are 653 groups organized as Super PACs, and, according to Forbes, there are 390+ billionaires in the U.S.

The Calendar is Short (as of July 11, 2012)

· House of Representatives Scheduled Number of Legislative Work Days Until the August Recess: 14

· House of Representatives Scheduled Number of Legislative Work Days Until the October Recess for Election: 27

· Total Number of Calendar Days To The Presidential Election: 118

· Total Number of Calendar Days To Year End: 173

Budget Control Act Of 2011 Mandated Events Prior to the Political Conventions 

· August 15 -CBO releases a preliminary sequestration report

· August 20 -OMB releases a preliminary sequestration report (done on an account-by-account basis) 

Key Legislative Events Before January 2013

· Between The Election And The End Of Next Year A $1.2 Trillion Debt Ceiling Increase Must Pass The Congress According To The U.S. Treasury.  Both Moody’s and S&P have indicated publicly that increasing the debt ceiling will trigger a downgrade of U.S. debt. 

· Tax Cuts/Tax Credits/Deductions/ Medicare Reimbursements Scheduled to Expire in 2011 or 2012 

· Payroll tax holiday -Extended 2 times 

· Unemployment benefits -Extended 10+ times 

· Medicare “doc fix” -10 -year fix over $300 billion 

· Estate tax -1-year fix approx. $32.6 billion 

· Alternative Minimum Tax -10-year fix over $1 trillion 

· Various research and development tax credits 

· 2001 -2003 Bush Tax rate cuts / other tax credits and tax

 		zzzrelief items Extended 1 year -Approx. $248.1 billion

· Dividend tax rate increase 

· Marriage penalty relief 

· Biodiesel/renewable diesel fuel tax credits, incentives for

 zzzalternative fuel mixtures, and incentives for alcohol fuels

· State and local sales tax deductions 

· Coal production credit 

· Tax credit for first-time DC homebuyers 

· Indian employment tax credit 

· Energy efficient homes and appliances 

· Teacher's school supplies tax credit 

· Employer provided mass transit and parking 

· Various business depreciation deductions including sec. 179 

· Various charitable deductions 

· Increase of the standard deduction for married filers

· Expansion of the Hope Credits -Qualified tuition

The Congressional Legislative Collision Of "Kick-The-Can-Down-The-Road" "Perfect Storm" "Budget Time Bomb" "Fiscal Cliff" "Train Wreck" or "Taxmageddon"...The Clock is Ticking 



· Earned income tax credit 
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· Key Legislative Events Before January 2013--Continued

· Employer provided child care tax credit 

· Adoption tax credit 

· Tax credits for hiring Vets and military reservists 

· Dependent care tax credit 

· Individual Charitable deduction expiration 

· Charitable deduction for corporate contributions of 

zzzcomputer equipment for educational purposes 

· Tax-free distributions from individual retirement plans for

·  zzzcharitable purposes 

· Discharge of indebtedness on principal residence excluded 

zzzfrom gross income of individuals 

· FERC Sales Rules 

· Suspension of 100% of net income limitation on percentage 

· zzzdepletion for oil & gas from marginal wells 

· Grants for specified energy property in lieu of tax credits & 

zzzcredit for certain nonbusiness energy property 

· Credit for alternative fuel vehicle refueling property

· Special rules for contributions of capital gain property made 

zzzfor conservation purposes 

· Above the line deduction for qualified tuition and        

 		zzzrelated expenses 

· Definition of gross estate for regulated investment company 

zzz"RIC" stock owned by a nonresident not a citizen of the 

zzzUnited States and treatment of certain dividends of RICs 

· 15-year straight-line cost recovery for qualified leasehold

zzzand restaurant building improvements, and retail

 zzzenhancements

· Enhanced charitable deduction for contributions of           

zzzfood delivery 

· Election to expense advanced mine safety equipment 

· Special expensing Rules for certain film and 

zzztelevision productions 

· Expensing of environmental remediation costs 

· Work opportunity tax credit 

· Qualified zone academy bonds and empowerment zone     

zzztax incentives 

· Premiums for mortgage insurance deductible as interest 

    		zzzthat is qualified residence interest 

· Credit for electric drive motorcycles, three-wheeled

 		zzzvehicles, and low-speed vehicles and plug-in                  

zzzelectric vehicles 

· Treatment of military basic housing allowances under low-

zzzincome housing credit 



Government Spending Reductions That, Because Of The Budget Control Act Of 2011, Are Mandated To Occur Through A Sequester Process. The Law Requires A Sequester Of $1.2 Trillion Of Reductions Over 10 Years. On January 2, 2013 The Required Cuts By Sequester Will Begin (Approximately $109 Billion) For FY2013 (October 1, 2012 -     September 30, 2013)

· CBO releases a preliminary sequestration update report on August 15, then OMB releases a preliminary sequestration update report (done on an account-by-account basis) by August 20

· Obama can’t use the savings from the drawdown in Iraq to protect  zzzz other programs. 

· 10 days after the end of the Congressional Session the CBO releases their final sequestration report, OMB follows 5 days later with their final sequestration report.

· The final sequestration report will be published on the same day that the reductions in discretionary spending for FY 2013 are implemented - January 2, 2013.

· All reductions are for a period of the 9 months that remain in FY zzzz 2013, which means a higher effect on account-by-account zzzz reductions.

· The BCA’s formula for establishing specific cuts begins by reducing the $1.2 trillion by 18% ($216 billion) to account for interest savings that will flow from the spending cuts. This leaves $984 billion that must be achieved through equal amounts of spending cuts in each of the nine years between fiscal year 2013 and 2021, or about $109 billion per year. (For FY-13 sequester will cut approximately $12.11 billion per month.  For other years, the sequester will cut approximately $9.08 billion per month.)

· The total annual spending cut of about $109 billion is divided as follows:

· 50% of the cuts from the Department of Defense

· 48% of the cuts from all other non-defense programs 

zzzz (not listed below)

 





· 2% of the cuts from Medicare

· The sequester cannot touch the following programs (from the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 as amended):

· Pell Grants

· Social Security

· Medicaid

· The Postal Service

· Class Act (Voluntary long-term health care benefits created in ObamaCare)

· Most unemployment benefits

· VA benefits

· Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

· Federal Retirement

· SNAP (the food stamp program)

· SCHIP (State Children's Health Insurance Program)

· TANF (Temporary assistance to Needy Families)

· Child Tax Credit

· Earned Income Tax Credit

· Railroad retirement benefits

· Farm Credit Insurance Fund

· Comptrollers general retirement system

· Pensions for former presidents

· Grants-in-Aid for Airports

· US Treasury Check Forgery Insurance Fund

· Black Lung Disability Trust Fund

· Geothermal Resources Development Fund

· Payments to widows and heirs of deceased Members of Congress

· All "emergency designations"

· All "unanticipated circumstances"

· Congressional concessions for disaster relief











Debt Held By the Public 
As of 07/09/2012

Since January 2012, the Federal Government has is paying in 
Public Debt interest:

Per Calendar Day: $623 million

Per Hour: $25.9 Million

Since Obama’s inauguration, the debt held by the public has risen 
$154 million dollars per hour ($2.57 million dollars per minute).

		Debt Held By the Public  on 
Inaugural Day (01/20/2009):

		$6.3 T



		

		



		 Debt Outstanding on 07/09/2012:

		11.1 T



		

		



		Total Increase in  Debt:

		4.8 T



		

		



		Daily Increase in Debt (1,267 Days):  

		$ 3.8  B



		

		



		Total Debt Held By the Public on 
the day the Republicans took control of the House (01/03/2011):

		$9.4 T



		

		



		Total Debt on 07/09/2012:

		11.1 T



		

		



		Total Increase in Debt:

		1.7 T



		

		



		Daily Increase in Debt (554 Days):

		$ 3.1 B





B = Billions

T = Trillions




Presidential and Congressional Approval/Disapproval

Polling Analysis

January 2011 to July 9, 2012



Data compiled from Real Clear Politics (www.realclearpolitics.com)



President Obama Job Approval



Most recent polls:

Rasmussen Reports: (July 6): Approval: 47%, Disapproval: 52%



		Total Polls since Jan. 2011: 261  



		                           Negative:   143



		                               Positive:   98



		                                   Tied:   18







21 different polling organizations have been used since Jan. 2011



Highest approval: + 60% (AP/GfK May 5 to May 9, 2011)

Highest disapproval: - 56% (Rasmussen March 11 to March 13, 2011)





Congressional Job Approval



Most recent poll:

Associated Press/GfK(June 14-18):  Approval 22%, Disapproval 75%



Total Polls since Jan. 2011: 67 (All Negative) 

                           

10 different polling organizations have been used since Jan. 2011



Highest approval: + 31% (Fox News Feb. 7 to Feb. 9, 2011)

Highest disapproval: - 87% (AP/GfK Aug. 18 to Aug. 22, 2011)



Congressional Job Approval has been negative since Real Clear Politics started compiling polls in Jan., 2005.





> the Healthy Indiana Plan; executive branch approval and Congressional
> oversight of the state's modernized welfare eligibility system; secured
> legislative language to streamline the statewide workforce organization
> and an additional carve out for Indiana's Unemployment Insurance program;
> passage of the latest highway bill with a fair and balanced funding
> formula and no language penalizing Indiana's unique public-private
> partnership, Major moves.  We have fought the EPA and other federal
> agencies on unnecessary regulations and strongly supported the Keystone
> Pipeline.  We staff every visit of the Governor and Cabinet officials from
> planning to on-the-ground execution of the schedule.  Working with the
> Indiana business community, we support issues of importance to their
> job-creation efforts.
>
> Based on decades of Washington experience, I am able to efficiently and
> effectively communicate and advocate the state's priorities across the
> full spectrum of national constituencies including policymakers, opinion
> leaders and media.  We build key internal relationships with state
> government officials in the Governors office and within agencies to ensure
> focus on issues of importance with measurable results.  My contacts are
> extensive in terms of partnering, where necessary, with bi-partisan
> subject and policy experts as well as coordinating their efforts.
>
> The State of Indiana has always maintained a DC presence through
> contracting with an outside lobbyist.  Many other states follow this model
> (such as PA, NV, MN, ND, KS) as it is cost effective and far more
> flexible.  My contract with the State of Indiana is for $22,000/month plus
> out of pocket expenses (primarily cabs and pre-approved trips to
> Indianapolis).  My retainer has been consistent throughout the Daniels'
> tenure with no fee increases.   The cost is spread across all Cabinet
> agencies.  Unlike a state-based office, with long-term real estate leases,
> creation of new FTEs and the accrued benefits, Indiana and a growing
> number of states find contracting an effective way to stay engaged in
> Washington, DC on policy and politics.  In addition to myself, a young
> attorney on my team, assists with the state account and we are both
> registered lobbyists for the State of Indiana.
> I have attached a document, The Perfect Storm, which outlines the many
> issues facing the 2012 Lame Duck session and new Congress in 2013.  With
> sequestration having a direct impact on states, especially those with
> significant defense investments, engagement in federal relations is even
> more important than ever.  Containing health care costs will continue to
> dominate state budges and federal policymakers for years ahead, regardless
> of decisions related to ObamaCare.  Tax reform and its impact on state
> financial instruments will likely be on the table in 2013.  Budget
> pressure will continue to be pushed to state governments and the work of
> Governors to pursue program flexibility in exchange for decreased funding
> is critical.
>
> Although in her first term, Governor Fallin has the reputation as a
> national party leader and I would welcome the opportunity to assist the
> state of Oklahoma and the Governor.  As a member of the NGA Executive
> Committee, having an active DC representative is crucial.  Republican
> Governors staff look to Executive Committee staff for issue coordination,
> message points and early warnings.  I would be pleased to put together a
> formal proposal that would meet the specific needs of the State of
> Oklahoma.
>
> Again, many thanks for your interest.
>
> Debbie
>



>
> Deborah Hohlt
>  (cell)
> 202-624-1474 (office)
>
>
>
>
> On 7/9/12 7:05 AM, "Ed Goeas" > wrote:
>
>>Debbie, they most definitely want to do this and had great things to
>>say about you!  What they asked me to do is get a ballpark figure to
>>make this happen, without having you go to the trouble to write a full
>>proposal. They do not have this in the budget but had several ideas on
>>funding, so wanted to know how much they may be needing to go after.
>>Does that make sense to you?
>>I'm currently on a plane to NV, but have email.   Thanks, Ed
>>________________________________________
>>From: Deborah Hohlt ]
>>Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 6:27 AM
>>To: Rick Hohlt; Ed Goeas
>>Subject: Re: Debbie following up on representing OK--Ed's call to me
>>
>>Thanks Ed.  I spent some time with Denise and Katie in AZ a few weeks
>>ago at the RGA event.  They are great.  Would love to work with them.
>>Let me know any specifics they are looking for and happy to get
>>something to you asapŠ.
>>Deborah Hohlt
>  (cell)
>>202-624-1474 (office)
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>On 7/9/12 6:15 AM, "Rick Hohlt" < > wrote:
>>
>>>Ed I told Debbie yesterday of our conversation,,k,,that you have
>>>gotten the State Of Ok interested in hiring Debbie, that she needs to
>>>do a proposal!!!! Debbie said GREAT NEWS!!
>>>
>>>it is best for both of you to email each other reference the specifics
>>>f what you wanted Ed and of what you Debbie all rady know fo the OK
>>>interest.
>>>
>>>Thank you Ed very much
>>>
>
>



From: Scott Mason
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
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She’s so weird.
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:54 PM
To: Scott Mason
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity!
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What a kook!!
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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http://cnsnews.com/image/patrick-kennedy-0


R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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What a kook!!
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
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late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
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Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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His wife said - now he can rest.
 

From: Michelle.Waddell@gov.ok.gov
To: Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov; Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov; AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov;
Cindy.Harper@gov.ok.gov; Brett.Thomas@gov.ok.gov
Date: Thu, 28 Jun 2012 15:09:08 -0500
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote

The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
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Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)
(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying now
Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”
“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the late
Massachusetts Democratic senator.
“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or another. And
now he can rest in peace.”
Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no surprise.” 
The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality of the law, despite
the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause.
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“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid ground in terms
of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she said. “And with that
confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”
“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for the
American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I., at the
inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen. Patrick Leahy)
Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass healthcare
reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a longtime champion for
health-care reform.
“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy this
morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role that he played a
lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our country. He called it the
great unfinished business of our country, our society.”
In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual mandate is
not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the Congress’ power to tax and
spend.
“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the Commerce
Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation, the Constitution has
made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4 majority opinion.
 
LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-heaven-and-
help-us-pass-bill
 

http://cnsnews.com/image/patrick-kennedy-0
http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill


From: Brett Thomas
To: Michelle Waddell; Cindy Harper; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:41:41 PM
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Maybe he got a presidential pardon up there…
 
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
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Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Cindy Harper
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:23:05 PM
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That is sooo funny and I was thinking the same thing…maybe if she would have had the health care
this would have never happened….Yeah I kinda am struggling with that concept too.
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
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Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.
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“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
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the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Cindy Harper
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:16:40 PM
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Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”
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“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Brett Thomas
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10:07 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
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R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:08:07 PM
Attachments: image002.png

This is hilarious!
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:06 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
GAG me!
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”
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“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.
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“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Cindy Harper
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 4:15:51 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Or sad for you…could go both ways
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:29 PM
To: Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
We are of one mind.  (How very sad for you!)
 
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:23 PM
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
That is sooo funny and I was thinking the same thing…maybe if she would have had the health care
this would have never happened….Yeah I kinda am struggling with that concept too.
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:21 PM
To: Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
I am still grappling with the thought of Ted Kennedy going to Heaven. 
Can you imagine this introduction:    “Edward Kennedy, this is Mary Jo Kopechne.  Mary Jo, I’d like
you to meet Teddy.” ----
“Uh – we’ve met!”
 
 

From: Cindy Harper 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:17 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Wow so now they think they can go to heaven and lobby God over political issues? What the… crazy
lunatics.
 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Brett Thomas; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
“Wow -- -- amaaaaaazing”

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=008541
mailto:Michelle.Waddell@gov.ok.gov



 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:10 PM
To: Michelle Waddell; Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
Almost…well, what did she say
 
Brett Thomas
Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Direct Line: 405-522-8862
Fax: 405-521-3353
Brett.thomas@gov.ok.gov
 
From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:09 PM
To: Travis Brauer; Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Brett Thomas
Subject: RE: Peolosi Quote
 
The audacity of that woman to say such a thing!  (I told Denise about it & you can just imagine her
response….    Then I told GMF & she was almost speechless.)
 
 

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-

http://cnsnews.com/image/pelosi-1
http://cnsnews.com/image/patrick-kennedy-0


R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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To: maryfallin ; Glenn Coffee )
Cc: denisenorthrup
Subject: Romney event for tomorrow
Date: Wednesday, August 01, 2012 7:17:25 PM

Just finished the conference call with the Romney campaign. They will eventually send us a memo but
these are my notes on the call.

The format is an "in the round" discussion in which Gov McDonnell introduces the various states and
governors, at which point Mitt Romney leads a discussion on public policy, at times throwing the
conversation to various governors. Govs will be seated at chairs. The topics are included below;
Governor Fallin's is "CUT THE DEFICIT."
The 5 "topic buckets" which are also Romney goals are:
- energy independence
- skills to succeed (education/workforce)
- trade that works for america (fighting trade abuse from countries like china)
- cut the deficit (we balanced our budgets in our states by cutting spending and living within our means
- the federal government needs to do the same)
- support small business

A note on our topic assignment: you were originally assigned to "trade that works for america." I asked
them to give us either energy or deficit and they complied.

Other notes:
- the totality of this event is supposed to be 40 minutes long, with 11 governors speaking as well as a
presidential candidate. Assuming Mitt talks for half the time, that leaves about 90 seconds for every
other governor. Good luck.
- our message on "cutting the deficit" is really simple. The federal government is heaping debt on top of
our children and grandchildren and threatening the future of this country. The way forward isn't
complicated -- governors do it all over the country. Make cuts and hard spending choices, budget
responsibly and live within your means. In Oklahoma we took a $500 million budget shortfall and closed
it, WHILE cutting taxes. We did it by trimming the fat, making some tough choices and by making
government more efficient and effective. Weve also taken a $2 savings account and turned it into
almost $600 million in rainy day savings. If we can do it in Oklahoma, they should be able to do it in
Washington. Mitt Romney is the leader who can get us there.
- they have asked to couple any messages about economic success with a mention of the fact that
happened IN SPITE of Obama's poor policies, EPA meddling, ObamaCare, constant threats of
government shut downs, etc. So "imagine how much more successful Oklahoma energy companies
could be with an administration that didnt treat oil and natural gas like a toxic waste"
- dress code is business casual



From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Alex Gerszewski; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re:
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 8:58:36 AM

What concerns me is the misinformation and the uneducated idiots that are screwing
up this story and intertwining e 54 million, the refusal to expand Medicaid and the
exchange...

For example...does he really have a freakin clue what he's talking about? At ALL?

“I have two concerns,” said State Rep. Ed Cannaday (D-Porum). “One is will the
attorney general’s (Scott Pruitt) approach to this be successful and, two, that we
don’t want any federal oversight and involvement in our healthcare.”

Cannaday is worried the money, that would have gone to support healthcare
initiatives in Oklahoma, will end up as part of an exchange in a neighboring state.

If Fallin had agreed to Medicaid expansion, more than 200,000 additional Oklahoma
men, women and children would have been eligible for healthcare coverage.

Healthcare exchange money has been reported at $54 million for Oklahoma, which
would include operating expenses.

“Because other states around the country have decided to seek healthcare coverage
for their citizens,” Scott Inman (D-Del City) said. “Oklahoma Republican leaders
created a situation where Oklahoma tax dollars will be sent to other places to insure
their citizens.”

On Nov 28, 2012, at 8:52 AM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

I’m a little shocked they did all this crap with Bennett’s daughter in this article:
http://www.sequoyahcountytimes.com/news/article_50fb54b6-3918-11e2-8c0c-
001a4bcf6878.html
Definitely people are running hot on this issue, not that I needed to tell anyone that
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Nate Webb
Subject: Re: Obamacare in Oklahoma
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:52:11 PM

We had 2000 phone calls in the office today

On Nov 15, 2012, at 5:51 PM, "Nate Webb" < > wrote:

Good. I swear this rhetoric needs to tone down if we are gonna get
anything accomplished. I know ... Preaching to choir

Nate Webb
Capitol Gains

On Nov 15, 2012, at 7:49 PM, Denise Northrup
<Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Katie chewed his ass out

On Nov 15, 2012, at 5:48 PM, "Nate Webb"
> wrote:

Looks like somebody talked to Stuart 

Nate Webb
Capitol Gains

Begin forwarded message:

From: Stuart Jolly < >
Date: November 15, 2012, 6:42:32 PM
CST
To: Stuart Jolly 
Cc: Robert Hefner
< >, AJ Ferate
< >, "Alberts Joel
( )"

>, "Berglan
Zach ( mil)"
< >, Bob Cram
< >, Bradley
McWilliams 
"Brandon Dutcher"

>, Bruce Karr
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< >, Cameron
Thompson
<  Carol
Hefner <  Chad
Khoury < >,
Charles Suiter

>, Charlie
Meadows
<  Dan
Flick 
Daniel Karim
< >, Debbie
McCown >,
Dennis Hedke >,
"Dick Howell"
< >, Doke
Douglas >,
Ella McDonald

>, Fred
Minter < >, "Garrett
Reasnor
(
)"

>, Gary Pierce >,
Hough David
<  "J. L.
Patton, Jr. ]"

>, James Coury
<  Jay Gully

>, Jeff Flick
< >, Jim Bucci
< >, Jim Hickman
<  "John R.
Dewey" >,
Kerry Cox ,
Kyle Harper >,
Larry Stafford

,
Larry Thomas
< >, "Lisa
Munz" < >, "Lynda
Townsend (
< >, Nate Webb
< >, "Patrick B.
McGuigan"
<patrick@capitolbeatok.com>, Pete
Wilson < >, "Powell,
Bob" < >, Randy
Koudele < >,
Randy Robinson
< >,
"Representative Randy Grau



(randy.grau@okhouse.gov)"
<randy.grau@okhouse.gov>,
Representative Randy McDaniel
<randy.mcdaniel@okhouse.gov>, Rick
Briscoe >, Robert
Potts < >, "Robert
W. Semands"
<
>, Senator Greg Treat
<treatg@oksenate.gov>, Todd Dutton

>
Subject: Re: Obamacare in
Oklahoma

Ok folks - we all know you can't tell
tone in emails. This was not an
adversarial discussion on the healthcare
exchange.

I'm only suggesting that Gov Fallin do
what she's done before by rejecting the
exchange. She did a brave thing last
year returning federal funds and now
we need for her to be consistent in
protecting consumers and businesses in
our state. 

Stuart

On Nov 15, 2012, at 16:13, "Stuart
Jolly" < > wrote:

On a fundamental policy as bad
as this, why are we taking a
poll?  Should we also set up
another committee or Blue
Ribbon Panel to discuss the
pros and cons on what this will
mean to the future of our
healthcare?  No.

 

We just need to ask our
beloved Governor to do the
right thing for the people of
Oklahoma.

 

Stuart
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Stuart A. Jolly

AFP Oklahoma State Director

LTC, US Army (Ret)

 Edmond, OK
73034

www.AmericansForProsperity.org

 

 

From: Robert Hefner
 

Sent: Thursday, November 15,
2012 1:31 PM
To: AJ Ferate; Alberts Joel

;
Berglan Zach

; Bob
Cram; Bradley McWilliams; Brandon
Dutcher; Bruce Karr; Cameron
Thompson; Carol Hefner; Chad
Khoury; Charles Suiter; Charlie
Meadows; Dan Flick; Daniel Karim;
Debbie McCown; Dennis Hedke;
Dick Howell; Doke Douglas; Ella
McDonald; Fred Minter; Garrett
Reasnor
(
); Gary Pierce; Hough David; J. L.
Patton, Jr. 
James Coury; Jay Gully; Jeff Flick;
Jim Bucci; Jim Hickman; John R.
Dewey; Kerry Cox; Kyle Harper;
Larry Stafford; Larry Thomas; Lisa
Munz; Lynda Townsend
( ); Nate
Webb; Patrick B. McGuigan; Pete
Wilson; Powell, Bob; Randy
Koudele; Randy Robinson;
Representative Randy Grau
(randy.grau@okhouse.gov);
Representative Randy McDaniel;
Rick Briscoe; Robert Potts; Robert
W. Semands; Senator Greg Treat;
Stuart Jolly; Todd Dutton
Subject: FW: Obamacare in
Oklahoma
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NOTICE:  This message contains
confidential information and is
intended for the individual named. If
you are not the named addressee, you
should not disseminate, distribute or
copy this e-mail. Please notify the
sender immediately by reply e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from
your system. E-mail transmission
cannot be guaranteed to be secure or
error-free as information could be
intercepted, corrupted, lost,
destroyed, arrive late or incomplete,
or contain viruses. The sender
therefore does not accept liability for
any errors or omissions in the contents
of this message which arise as a result
of e-mail transmission.

 

From: Robert Semands

] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15,
2012 10:10 AM
Subject: Obamacare in Oklahoma

 

Gov. Mary Fallin’s office is
taking comments regarding
the setting up of Obamacare
health care exchanges in
Oklahoma. When you call
they will ask you if you are



for or against setting up this
next step of Obamacare. It
just takes a couple of
minutes. A majority of
Oklahomans including myself
are extremely opposed to
setting up these Obamacare
exchanges in Oklahoma.

 

Gov. Mary Fallin

405-521-2342 0ffice

405-521-3353 Fax

www.ok.gov/governor

 

 

Robert Semands

http://www.ok.gov/governor


From: Denise Northrup
To: Nate Webb
Subject: Re: Obamacare in Oklahoma
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:49:33 PM

Katie chewed his ass out

On Nov 15, 2012, at 5:48 PM, "Nate Webb" > wrote:

Looks like somebody talked to Stuart 

Nate Webb
Capitol Gains

Begin forwarded message:

From: Stuart Jolly >
Date: November 15, 2012, 6:42:32 PM CST
To: Stuart Jolly < >
Cc: Robert Hefner < >, AJ Ferate
< >, "Alberts Joel

" ,
"Berglan Zach ( )"

>, Bob Cram >,
Bradley McWilliams < >, "Brandon
Dutcher" < >, Bruce Karr
< >, Cameron Thompson
< >, Carol Hefner

, Chad Khoury
< >, Charles Suiter

>, Charlie Meadows
< >, Dan Flick

>, Daniel Karim
< >, Debbie McCown

>, Dennis Hedke <
 "Dick Howell" < >,

Doke Douglas >, Ella McDonald
>, Fred Minter ,

"Garrett Reasnor 
>, Gary Pierce

>, Hough David
>, "J. L. Patton, Jr.

" < >, James Coury
>, Jay Gully < >,

Jeff Flick >, Jim Bucci
< >, Jim Hickman
<  "John R. Dewey"
<  Kerry Cox
< >, Kyle Harper

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
mailto:nate@cgok.com


>, Larry Stafford
< >, Larry Thomas

>, "Lisa Munz"
>, "Lynda Townsend

( )" >, Nate
Webb < >, "Patrick B. McGuigan"
<patrick@capitolbeatok.com>, Pete Wilson

>, "Powell, Bob"
<  Randy Koudele
< >, Randy Robinson

>, "Representative Randy Grau
(randy.grau@okhouse.gov)" <randy.grau@okhouse.gov>,
Representative Randy McDaniel
<randy.mcdaniel@okhouse.gov>, Rick Briscoe
< >, Robert Potts < >,
"Robert W. Semands"
< >, Senator Greg Treat
<treatg@oksenate.gov>, Todd Dutton
< >
Subject: Re: Obamacare in Oklahoma

Ok folks - we all know you can't tell tone in emails. This was
not an adversarial discussion on the healthcare exchange.

I'm only suggesting that Gov Fallin do what she's done before
by rejecting the exchange. She did a brave thing last year
returning federal funds and now we need for her to be
consistent in protecting consumers and businesses in our
state. 

Stuart

On Nov 15, 2012, at 16:13, "Stuart Jolly" >
wrote:

On a fundamental policy as bad as this, why are we
taking a poll?  Should we also set up another committee
or Blue Ribbon Panel to discuss the pros and cons on
what this will mean to the future of our healthcare?  No.

 

We just need to ask our beloved Governor to do the
right thing for the people of Oklahoma.

 

Stuart

 

mailto:randy.grau@okhouse.gov


Stuart A. Jolly

AFP Oklahoma State Director

LTC, US Army (Ret)

 Edmond, OK 73034

www.AmericansForProsperity.org

 

 

From: Robert Hefner ] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 1:31 PM
To: AJ Ferate; Alberts Joel ;
Berglan Zach ; Bob Cram; Bradley
McWilliams; Brandon Dutcher; Bruce Karr; Cameron
Thompson; Carol Hefner; Chad Khoury; Charles Suiter; Charlie
Meadows; Dan Flick; Daniel Karim; Debbie McCown; Dennis
Hedke; Dick Howell; Doke Douglas; Ella McDonald; Fred
Minter; Garrett Reasnor
( ; Gary Pierce; Hough
David; J. L. Patton, Jr. [ ]; James Coury;
Jay Gully; Jeff Flick; Jim Bucci; Jim Hickman; John R. Dewey;
Kerry Cox; Kyle Harper; Larry Stafford; Larry Thomas; Lisa
Munz; Lynda Townsend ( ); Nate Webb;
Patrick B. McGuigan; Pete Wilson; Powell, Bob; Randy Koudele;
Randy Robinson; Representative Randy Grau
(randy.grau@okhouse.gov); Representative Randy McDaniel;
Rick Briscoe; Robert Potts; Robert W. Semands; Senator Greg
Treat; Stuart Jolly; Todd Dutton
Subject: FW: Obamacare in Oklahoma

 

 

NOTICE:  This message contains confidential information and is
intended for the individual named. If you are not the named
addressee, you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail.
Please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail if you have

http://www.americansforprosperity.org/
mailto:randy.grau@okhouse.gov


received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your
system. E-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or
error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost,
destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender
therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission.

 

From: Robert Semands
[mailto: ] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:10 AM
Subject: Obamacare in Oklahoma

 

Gov. Mary Fallin’s office is taking comments
regarding the setting up of Obamacare health care
exchanges in Oklahoma. When you call they will
ask you if you are for or against setting up this
next step of Obamacare. It just takes a couple of
minutes. A majority of Oklahomans including
myself are extremely opposed to setting up these
Obamacare exchanges in Oklahoma.

 

Gov. Mary Fallin

405-521-2342 0ffice

405-521-3353 Fax

www.ok.gov/governor

 

 

Robert Semands

http://www.ok.gov/governor


From: Denise Northrup
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: exchange doc
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:17:04 PM

Exactly what I was looking for...thanks

(doesn't help that I'm running at about 75% since I was out on the town with my
husband last night!)

On Nov 15, 2012, at 1:07 PM, "Marie Sanderson" > wrote:

Further, she could say it concerns her that Utah has a fully functioning exchange—a
state with one of the lowest costs of care and highest quality. Governor Herbert is very
concerned that his exchange won’t qualify under PPACA. That gives Governor Fallin a
lot of heartburn to move forward with an OK state based exchange.
 
Ok.  done.
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:05 PM
To: 'Denise Northrup'
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: exchange doc
 
A few thoughts from my end….
 
It isn’t that states need just a delay on the exchange decision.  We need flexibility and
room to do exchanges our way.   What regulations we have seen from HHS had several
references to “ will be issued later/to be determined”.  States need specific answers to
our many questions—it is hard to just “trust HHS” and Governor Fallin would say that if
it were a Republican Administration.  Governors really do want to work with HHS but
wish that now that the election is behind us, we can face where PPACA is flawed and
fix those challenges.  PPACA must be changed.  Just simply giving governors more time
to consider what HHS has already provided us as it relates to exchanges is just not what
we need. We’ll still be having the same questions  and conversations a month from
now if we don’t get more answers….
 
Sorry- that was a rant.  
 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:00 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: exchange doc
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org
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mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov


Gov will talk to Sebelius this afternoon...thoughts on a specific asker talking points?

On Nov 15, 2012, at 12:47 PM, "Marie Sanderson" > wrote:

Here is my internal document…..this is what I know.  Denise, you might
have some additional intelligence simply from being around people. 
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 

<2012 11 15 Fallin Exchange report.docx>

mailto:MSanderson@rga.org


From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: I need to talk to you
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 1:10:24 PM

K thx, I have a call into him, and a text...

On Nov 13, 2012, at 11:09 AM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> We would want to do Insurance plan management and Medicaid eligibility determination
>
> Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
> Office of Governor Mary Fallin
> 2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
> Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
> 405.521.2342
> katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
>
>
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 11:29 AM
> To: Katie Altshuler
> Subject: Re: I need to talk to you
>
> Give me the language that Julie said we would do if we had the partnership...which components
would we do or not do, thanks...
>
>
>
> On Nov 13, 2012, at 9:27 AM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
>
>> At some point today re/ PPACA, exchange issues if at all possible. We will also need you to talk to
Bingman about it in the next day or two as well if at all possible! Thank you, Katie

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Attorney general
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:57:45 PM

I told her if they could work on cover for us in a waiver-type situation that might work...their board mtg
is dec 5

They can also be realistic about what the legislature would even do. I couldn't remember if we thought
expansion would require legislation or not?

On Nov 12, 2012, at 2:55 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Ok, thanks!
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:54 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler
> Cc: Alex Weintz; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
> Subject: Re: Attorney general
>
> Oh, don't think I circled back with you Katie...Steve thinks it is... :(
>
> Be on the lookout for a call from Gwendolyn too...they want to be helpful on expansion...
>
>
>
> On Nov 12, 2012, at 2:42 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
>
>> Steve and Rebecca,
>>
>> Can you guys please review the materials Patrick gave us re/ the lawsuit. I think we will want your
opinion about how viable it is. Thank you! Katie
>>
>> ----- Original Message -----
>> From: Denise Northrup
>> Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:20 PM
>> To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
>> Subject: Attorney general
>>
>>
>>
>> Please don't let me forget to keep the AG in the loop on this exchange crap when we make a
decision...
>>
>> Oh, and we never got on a call regarding the Agenda survey...maybe since the three of us will be
together in San Diego we can discuss there...
>>
>> Alex, since you weren't in the room, our obamacare lawsuit is the last one out there with any hope,
but only if we have a federal exchange Nd not a state one. So to add insult to injury, the whole world
will be looking at our decision...if we choose state, e AG has to withdraw his suit...

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Re: Attorney general
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:54:28 PM

Oh, don't think I circled back with you Katie...Steve thinks it is... :(

Be on the lookout for a call from Gwendolyn too...they want to be helpful on expansion...

On Nov 12, 2012, at 2:42 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Steve and Rebecca,
>
> Can you guys please review the materials Patrick gave us re/ the lawsuit. I think we will want your
opinion about how viable it is. Thank you! Katie
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 02:20 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
> Subject: Attorney general
>
>
>
> Please don't let me forget to keep the AG in the loop on this exchange crap when we make a
decision...
>
> Oh, and we never got on a call regarding the Agenda survey...maybe since the three of us will be
together in San Diego we can discuss there...
>
> Alex, since you weren't in the room, our obamacare lawsuit is the last one out there with any hope,
but only if we have a federal exchange Nd not a state one. So to add insult to injury, the whole world
will be looking at our decision...if we choose state, e AG has to withdraw his suit...

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Attorney general
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:21:01 PM

Please don't let me forget to keep the AG in the loop on this exchange crap when we make a decision...

Oh, and we never got on a call regarding the Agenda survey...maybe since the three of us will be
together in San Diego we can discuss there...

Alex, since you weren't in the room, our obamacare lawsuit is the last one out there with any hope, but
only if we have a federal exchange Nd not a state one. So to add insult to injury, the whole world will
be looking at our decision...if we choose state, e AG has to withdraw his suit...
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From: denisenorthrup
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Fw: Aj griffin
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 2:52:17 PM

Need to put this on her schedule, perhaps when she's doing phone calls from the 
mansion?
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: denisenorthrup
Date: Fri, 2 Mar 2012 20:07:48 +0000
To: Denise Northrup< >
ReplyTo: denisenorthrup
Subject: Fw: Aj griffin

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: Fount Holland >
Date: Thu, 23 Feb 2012 16:59:58 -0600
To: <denisenorthrup >
Subject: Re: Aj griffin

Denise,

A.J. is great with it and is extremely excited and honored.

 That's plenty of time to get an event together. 

I do want to let you know that Patrice also has a fund-raiser event that evening, 
and I
 guess I'm a bit concerned we'd be competing against each other. 
However, it's not that it would be the first time events competed. We will make it 
work.

Below, I also have attached an auto call we're hoping the governor will record
for distribution on April 2, the day before the election. It would be sent
to Republicans and previously identified conservative Democrats.

Here is the call in number and passcode.  Just follow the prompts after you call in.
, passcode . We will add the disclaimer at the end. Thanks, 

Denise!

Script is below.

Hello. This is Governor Mary Fallin -- tomorrow is a special election day --- and I'm 
asking you to help send AJ Griffin to the state Senate.

AJ is a no-nonsense wife, mother, businesswoman and a leader for our families and 
youth.

mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov


I need AJ at the Capitol to help me lower state income tax rates so we can attract 
new industries to do business in Oklahoma.

AJ will protect our freedoms and our values. 

She will stand strong beside me to protect Oklahoma from federal intrusion and help 
stop Obamacare mandates.

The election is tomorrow, Tuesday, April 3rd, and every vote for A.J. Griffin is 
important.

Please don't forget to go to the polls.

Thank you!



From: Liz Wood
To: Mary Fallin
Subject: FW: Greetings
Date: Thursday, July 26, 2012 1:24:00 PM

Hello Governor,
Just talked to Mr. Khoury
He would like to come by Monday evening and heat up the food, put it on our pretty Platter and
have it ready for the family.
Will all of that work for you?
He would also like to bring a married couple friend of this to help him.. does all of this sound ok with
you? We can set  the rose room up and put the Food  on the formals dining room or we can set up
the Formals dining room for you>>
He would like to come Monday @ 4:30
Let me know if this will work for you  and the familyJ
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto: ] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 10:59 PM
To: Kevin Khoury
Subject: Re: Greetings
 
Monday will be great! Thank you!
Will you call the Mansion manager Liz Wood to arrange how to bring the food? Her number
is .
Looking forward to it!
Thanks Kevin!
God bless 

Mary Fallin

On Jul 25, 2012, at 10:11 PM, Kevin Khoury < > wrote:

Thank you. In my opinion, you deserve a feast. You're doing such wonderful
things for our state I need to make sure that you have a healthy happy meal.
Please let me know if next Monday or Tuesday will be good for you and the
family and a good time. 

On Jul 25, 2012, at 9:59 PM, Mary Fallin < > wrote:

We are working on it. And will get it to you soon.
 
I will look forward to seeing your books. Congrats!
 
I love Lebanese food and it will be a real treat to have it.
How much notice do you need to prepare it?
God bless

Mary Fallin

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=005216
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On Jul 25, 2012, at 9:02 PM, "Kevin Khoury (gmail)"
> wrote:

Mary,
 
If it is alright with you, as soon as I have printed my
two books ie. Eliminate Fear, Embrace Success (in
which you are writing a short Blurb ) 
and Obamacare, The Cure, The antidote to our
Healthcare Dilemma, I would like to leave copies for
you at the Capital. Thank you once again for graciously
writing a few choice words regarding my Eliminate
Fear, Embrace Success Book.  I am looking forward to
seeing your words.
 
You are truly a God send. In His Grips, Kevin
 
PS: Would truly love to have a Lebanese Cuisine
delivery come your way. As Dr. Oz even stated that the
Mediterranean Dishes are extremely healthy.



Friday, July 6, 2012

From: Katie Altshuler
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FYI: Governor Rick Scott, Health Care Op-Ed
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:01:32 PM

 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/jul/6/florida-will-not-implement-obamacare-
833758209/?page=all#pagebreak
 

SCOTT: Florida will not implement Obamacare
Health law treats symptoms, not the disease
By Gov. Rick Scott

 

Obamacare, in its effort to force everyone into a health insurance plan, is attempting to treat a
symptom - the uninsured - rather than the cause of the problem.

I think everyone agrees there are far too many who want health insurance and can’t get it. But
the truth is, the real problem isn’t with health insurance. The underlying cause is the rapidly
increasing cost of health care.

Instead of forcing people into another big-government program that eliminates natural incentives
to keep costs down, we should be focused on free-market reforms that make health care more
affordable. With costs lowered, more people would have access to medical doctors and services,
and we wouldn’t have to place another heavy burden on taxpayers to make it work.

After the U.S. Supreme Court’s stunning pronouncement on Obamacare, all 50 governors face
two big decisions:

1. Do we let the federal government impose a massive Medicaid expansion on us?
2. Do we establish a state insurance exchange or let the federal government come in and run it?

My answer is simple. No. We just can’t afford it.

Medicaid is the fastest-growing part of our state budget. And unlike thefederal government,
which isn’t required to balance its budget, we could only pay for expanding Medicaid by
increasing taxes or cutting from other parts of the budget. Expanding Medicaid puts other vital
government functions, such as education, public safety and infrastructure, at risk. That is not
something I am willing to do.

History repeatedly has shown that the costs of many government health care programs far
exceed early projections. This daunting reality is not unique to Florida. Washington acts as if it’s
doing states a favor by covering the first few years of expanded Medicaid payments, but where
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does it think those tax dollars are coming from? Floridians, as well as taxpayers from every other
state, are the ones footing the bill. Furthermore, once the responsibility begins to shift away from
the federal government, states will be left to start picking up the tab, putting too much pressure
on state budgets.

We already have safety-net programs that cover the needs of the most vulnerable in our state.
But if we don’t implement a real solution to our health care and economic problems, there will
never be enough programs to meet the demand. Since 2009, I’ve advocated a solution that
implements four pillars of free-market reforms: choice, competition, accountability and personal
responsibility.

Choice: Patients should be able to choose their own doctors. Providers should not force families
to buy a plan with services they don’t intend to use. By giving every American a choice,
providers are naturally forced to compete if they want to stay in business.

Competition: People should be allowed to buy a health insurance product across state lines, and
they also should know the prices upfront. You wouldn’t buy a car or groceries without knowing
the price, and you shouldn’t have to choose your health care services and providers without
knowing how much it’s going to cost you. Patients should be able to easily find out the cost for
services before they receive them.

Accountability: Government should be giving the same health insurance tax breaks to individuals
that they give to employers. People should be able to own their own health plans.

Personal responsibility: Let’s reward people for taking care of themselves. Good drivers are
rewarded with lower auto insurance policy rates. Life insurers give preferred rates for healthy
lifestyles. The same should apply for health insurance.

As governor of the great state of Florida, I am committed to breaking the cycle of dependence on
public assistance. As a person who lived in public housing as a child, I know that cycle can be
broken. And I want all of us to have the chance to live our version of the American dream.

For this to happen, we need to focus on the real problem with our health care system, the costs.
We need to reduce the high price of health care and help the unemployed get jobs so more
people can afford the care they need and more employers can afford to offer health insurance.
That’s what I’m focused on in Florida. The more opportunity we provide for people to get a
quality education and a job, without raising their cost of living, the more we can improve the
quality of life for everyone.

Rick Scott is the Republican governor of Florida.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: state of the state general sketch/outline
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 10:22:20 AM

This is obviously a very rough outline/sketch of how I see the SOTS being structured. Will bring to
policy meeting.
 
State of the State
Strong Economy: Republicans said they would focus on growing the private sector and
bringing more and better jobs to the state. We have succeeded

-          Employment rate
-          Rate of job growth
-          Median income (broad based recovery)
-          Other stats

How did we get there? By staying focused and disciplined in pursuit of a pro-jobs agenda.
Getting government out of the way; removing barriers to growth; and giving our citizens the
tools they need to succeed in the global economy through education reform.

-          Lawsuit reform
-          Workers comp reform (and we will continue to pursue?)
-          Removing red tape and regulation, or modernizing regulations (one stop shop biz

licensing, updated regs for energy industry)
-          Lowering taxes – we will continue to look at ways to lower
-          Transportation – 8 yr plan, roads and bridges, investment in jobs
-          Education reforms and implementation of education reforms; complete college

America

We also said we would work to eliminate government waste; make government work more
efficiently and effectively, and reduce its size when and where that made sense. In short we
said we would govern responsibly. We have achieved enormous successes in that area and
we must continue to do more:

-          Agency consolidation (introduce plan to slash/consolidate agencies)
-          Energy Plan, including energy efficiency initiative and CNG vehicle initiative
-          Asset evaluation w/Speaker Shannon
-          Pension reform
-          Open Range (?)
-          Transparency initiatives
-          Improvements to vets facilities

Said we would fight for the things that continue to make Oklahoma special … for our rights
and for our ability to govern ourselves

-          Fighting environmental regs?
-          Rejecting ObamaCare, Medicaid expansion and insurance exchange …

But its not enough to just say “no” … we do need to help our citizens. That’s why we are
proposing a Medicaid waiver to expand Insure oklahoma … and continuing to invest in
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health and mental health initiatives … 
 
Other topics to work in?

-          Tribal relations
-          Fiscal cliff
-          Agriculture
-          Public employees and salaries
-          Law enforcement
-          Seniors

 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: state of the state general sketch/outline
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 10:22:20 AM

This is obviously a very rough outline/sketch of how I see the SOTS being structured. Will bring to
policy meeting.
 
State of the State
Strong Economy: Republicans said they would focus on growing the private sector and
bringing more and better jobs to the state. We have succeeded

-          Employment rate
-          Rate of job growth
-          Median income (broad based recovery)
-          Other stats

How did we get there? By staying focused and disciplined in pursuit of a pro-jobs agenda.
Getting government out of the way; removing barriers to growth; and giving our citizens the
tools they need to succeed in the global economy through education reform.

-          Lawsuit reform
-          Workers comp reform (and we will continue to pursue?)
-          Removing red tape and regulation, or modernizing regulations (one stop shop biz

licensing, updated regs for energy industry)
-          Lowering taxes – we will continue to look at ways to lower
-          Transportation – 8 yr plan, roads and bridges, investment in jobs
-          Education reforms and implementation of education reforms; complete college

America

We also said we would work to eliminate government waste; make government work more
efficiently and effectively, and reduce its size when and where that made sense. In short we
said we would govern responsibly. We have achieved enormous successes in that area and
we must continue to do more:

-          Agency consolidation (introduce plan to slash/consolidate agencies)
-          Energy Plan, including energy efficiency initiative and CNG vehicle initiative
-          Asset evaluation w/Speaker Shannon
-          Pension reform
-          Open Range (?)
-          Transparency initiatives
-          Improvements to vets facilities

Said we would fight for the things that continue to make Oklahoma special … for our rights
and for our ability to govern ourselves

-          Fighting environmental regs?
-          Rejecting ObamaCare, Medicaid expansion and insurance exchange …

But its not enough to just say “no” … we do need to help our citizens. That’s why we are
proposing a Medicaid waiver to expand Insure oklahoma … and continuing to invest in
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health and mental health initiatives … 
 
Other topics to work in?

-          Tribal relations
-          Fiscal cliff
-          Agriculture
-          Public employees and salaries
-          Law enforcement
-          Seniors

 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Updated talking points - I will take any suggestions for improvement or develop more if vie missed something
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 6:35:44 AM
Attachments: Potential Talking Points.docx
Importance: High

Potential Talking Points

·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange or
expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature
remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this
commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the
recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the
smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.  

·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with
healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on
implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final
determination is that this law will not improve the quality and availability of healthcare
services in Oklahoma and cannot be administered in a financially sound or sustainable
manner. 

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to
building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. 
She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop an
Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and
address rising healthcare costs.   

 Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in PPACA.  The
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or
quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of
healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique
needs of their citizens.      

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to
the Medicaid program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children
to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows
families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage.  These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that
actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
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Potential Talking Points

1. While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.   

1. The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality and availability of healthcare services in Oklahoma and cannot be administered in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  

1. Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.    

 Medicaid Expansion

1. Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens.       

1. Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475,000,000 between fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

1. Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state.     

1. Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees. 

1. Oklahoma does not anticipate that the failure to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.     

Insurance Exchange 

1. HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.   

1. The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.     

1. While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.            

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?

1. An Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from tribal nations and other partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan

1. Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier.

1. Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

3. Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens

3. Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices 

3. Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health

3. Support the purchase of private insurance products where possible

3. Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

4. High-risk case management

4. Chronic disease self management

4. Improving care coordination within communities of care

3. Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits

3. Realign the public health system to support these goals

1. The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured

1. The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are met 



uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase
private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that the failure to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will
jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s DSH payments do not meet the
threshold for significant reduction.     

Insurance Exchange

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much flexibility
and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.    

·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the
federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will
likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.           

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?

·         An Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,
we will continue to seek input and guidance from tribal nations and other partners so that
we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create
a more productive workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system
of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should not be the primary source of
healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to transform the healthcare system into
one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a
robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the
costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o    Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o    Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o    Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o    Support the purchase of private insurance products where possible
o    Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in

Oklahoma, including;



§  High-risk case management
§  Chronic disease self management
§  Improving care coordination within communities of care

o    Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency
department visits

o    Realign the public health system to support these goals
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of

uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other

stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are met

 



From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: draft: exchange/Medicaid press release
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:23:13 PM

Great – I was struggling with efficiencies too.  There may not be many. 

 

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt ongoing legal
challenge of the ACA. Our second, and equally important task, will be to pursue state-based
solutions that promote the health of Oklahoman’s, empower individuals to take personal
responsibility for their health, offer more families better access to affordable, high quality
health care in the private sector and transform our Medicaid and public health systems to
contain the increasing costs of healthcare. This transformation must address the increasing
burden of chronic disease in Oklahoma by creating a system of care that provides incentives
for prevention and disease management programs rather than paying the high-cost for
avoidable hospitalization and emergency department visits.  I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions
for Oklahoma families.

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:08 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Re: draft: exchange/Medicaid press release
 
I think it looks great, but I think we should add "cost containment" instead of just efficiencies. And
maybe give some examples like disease management, etc??? What do you think?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:04 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: draft: exchange/Medicaid press release 
 
Is this detailed enough?

 

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:28 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: draft: exchange/medicaid press release
 
Latest...
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 01:09 PM

mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov
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To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee t) < >; Glenn Coffee

Cc: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: draft: exchange/medicaid press release 
 
Draft of exchange/medicaid expansion press release. We have not reached a decision on timing. Still
waiting on some policy content in last paragraph.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would
not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid
expansion under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue
burden on taxpayers or to the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief
that the ACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality of health care
across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
Nevertheless, the ACA remains the law of the land, and Oklahoma has now been placed in a
highly undesirable position by the Obama Administration. We are being asked either to join
the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by creating a state based exchange
approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created and run by the federal
government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that
voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA through their support of
State Question 756 in 2010. 
 
As I do not believe an ACA-compliant state based exchange will further the health care goals
of the state of Oklahoma, and because our citizens have spoken loudly and clearly on this
issue, I have today informed the federal government that Oklahoma will not be pursuing the
creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would increase the burden on our state budget and would further our reliance on
federal money that may or may not be available in the future. Massive new costs associated
with the Medicaid expansion would also require cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient.
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt ongoing legal
challenge of the ACA. Our second, and equally important task, will be to pursue state-based
solutions that offer families better access to more affordable and high quality health care in
the private sector.  Building upon  [looking for more concrete language from Health
Dept/policy shop].  I look forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both
parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.

 



OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: Rita Aragon
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: re: Healthcare information
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 2:53:16 PM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

General,
Thanks for letting us know about the Integris meeting. We know that Oklahoma Hospitals are not taking the governor’s decision
well, largely because a Medicaid expansion gives them a lot more money. They are advocating for their own financial interests,
which is expected.
The press release below, as well as the talking points attached and above I feel do a good job of articulating the governor’s
position. Let me know if you have any questions and I will do my best to answer!
I appreciate the invite for the radio show – we will do what we can to get her on it soon, with the understanding that we are really
swamped with scheduling!   

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion



·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

mailto:katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov


From: Kintner, Lauren
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: NGA/PPACA
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:01:31 PM

Nothing from Nebraska but thanks for the update

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:52 PM
To: 'Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us'; Kintner, Lauren; 'rspendlove@utah.gov';
'wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov'
Cc: 'brian@nevadadc.org'
Subject: Re: NGA/PPACA

Governor Fallin will be talking to Secretary Sebelius at 6 pm ET today - please let me know if there is
anything in particular you would like for her to address or raise on the call. We plan to stick with the
general talking points we have all been using and then just plan to have her listen to Sebelius. Will
keep everyone posted. Thanks, Katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 02:05 PM
To: 'Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us' <Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us>; 'Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov'
<Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>; 'rspendlove@utah.gov' <rspendlove@utah.gov>;
'wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov' <wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov>
Cc: 'brian@
Subject: NGA/PPACA

Governor Fallin spoke with Governor Markell last evening. NGA has taken no official action of any kind
but Markell has been in communication with Secretary Sebelius and expressed Republican Governor
concerns. Apparently they have indicated that they are taking the RGA letter seriously and we may
know more by this evening. Please do not forward this email.

mailto:Lauren.Kintner@nebraska.gov
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From: Dona DeLeon
To: Katie Altshuler; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; rspendlove@utah.gov; wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov
Cc: brian
Subject: RE: NGA/PPACA
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:03:03 PM

Great job.

Dona deLeon
Director, Washington DC Office
NJ Governor Chris Christie
(202) 638-0631

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:52 PM
To: Dona DeLeon; 'Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov'; 'rspendlove@utah.gov';
'wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov'
Cc: 'brian@ '
Subject: Re: NGA/PPACA

Governor Fallin will be talking to Secretary Sebelius at 6 pm ET today -
please let me know if there is anything in particular you would like for
her to address or raise on the call. We plan to stick with the general
talking points we have all been using and then just plan to have her
listen to Sebelius. Will keep everyone posted. Thanks, Katie

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 02:05 PM
To: 'Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us' <Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us>;
'Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov' <Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>;
'rspendlove@utah.gov' <rspendlove@utah.gov>;
'wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov' <wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov>
Cc: 'brian@
Subject: NGA/PPACA

Governor Fallin spoke with Governor Markell last evening. NGA has taken
no official action of any kind but Markell has been in communication
with Secretary Sebelius and expressed Republican Governor concerns.
Apparently they have indicated that they are taking the RGA letter
seriously and we may know more by this evening. Please do not forward
this email.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: OK Representation
Date: Monday, July 16, 2012 4:20:40 PM

At least I thought they used to...I thought alan mauk got paid by odot...

And I know john montgomery did some work, but maybe that was just for okc and I'm getting
confused...

Maybe that's something we can/should email cabinet about?

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 04:16 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: OK Representation

I don't know of any, did not know they did - who is it?

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 03:50 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: OK Representation

So I know ODOT probably has a federal lobbyist, do you know of any others? Would make sense if we
could work it that way, but not sure that really helps...

-----Original Message-----
From: denisenorthrup@
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 3:19 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: OK Representation

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

-----Original Message-----
From: Ed Goeas < >
Date: Mon, 16 Jul 2012 15:07:37
To: denisenorthrup@
Subject: FW: OK Representation

Crap, I thought I had sent this out last week, but found it in my drafts.  Was going to add some
commentary, but figured I had better get it to you!.  On the road to NH tomorrow.  Can we talk about
this Wednesday?  Thanks, Ed

Ed Goeas
President/CEO
The Tarrance Group
201 North Union Street
Suite 410
Alexandria, VA 22314
703 684-6688
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-----Original Message-----
From: Deborah Hohlt [mailto:
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 1:43 PM
To: Ed Goeas
Subject: OK Representation

Thanks again Ed. 

It has certainly been an honor to represent Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels but also a learning
experience well beyond my expectations.  The "Hall of States" group is a lobbying powerhouse all to
themselves and I've gained an important understanding of the issues specific to state governments, the
individuals who represent them here in Washington and policymakers on the Hill and in the
Administration.  Building coalitions within state governments in addition to representing issues with a
narrow focus on one state are the cornerstones of my eight years of service.  I believe I am a leader
within the NGA network and have mentored many new state directors who have come on board during
the Daniels Administration.

My role for the state of Indiana has included work for all Indiana Cabinet agencies, representing the
State's position with Congress, the Administration and federal agencies as well as with the National
Governors Association and Midwest Governors Association.  As an independent contractor, I am also
able to represent Governor Daniels with the Republican Governors Association.  Major issues we have
worked on include advocacy against ObamaCare while researching the issues surrounding
implementation based on cost of the Medicaid expansion and state-run exchanges; submission and
approval of an 1115 Medicaid waiver establishing the Healthy Indiana Plan; executive branch approval
and Congressional oversight of the state's modernized welfare eligibility system; secured legislative
language to streamline the statewide workforce organization and an additional carve out for Indiana's
Unemployment Insurance program; passage of the latest highway bill with a fair and balanced funding
formula and no language penalizing Indiana's unique public-private partnership, Major moves.  We have
fought the EPA and other federal agencies on unnecessary regulations and strongly supported the
Keystone Pipeline.  We staff every visit of the Governor and Cabinet officials from planning to on-the-
ground execution of the schedule.  Working with the Indiana business community, we support issues of
importance to their job-creation efforts.

Based on decades of Washington experience, I am able to efficiently and effectively communicate and
advocate the state's priorities across the full spectrum of national constituencies including policymakers,
opinion leaders and media.  We build key internal relationships with state government officials in the
Governors office and within agencies to ensure focus on issues of importance with measurable results. 
My contacts are extensive in terms of partnering, where necessary, with bi-partisan subject and policy
experts as well as coordinating their efforts.

The State of Indiana has always maintained a DC presence through contracting with an outside
lobbyist.  Many other states follow this model (such as PA, NV, MN, ND, KS) as it is cost effective and
far more flexible.  My contract with the State of Indiana is for $22,000/month plus out of pocket
expenses (primarily cabs and pre-approved trips to Indianapolis).  My retainer has been consistent
throughout the Daniels'
tenure with no fee increases.   The cost is spread across all Cabinet
agencies.  Unlike a state-based office, with long-term real estate leases, creation of new FTEs and the
accrued benefits, Indiana and a growing number of states find contracting an effective way to stay
engaged in Washington, DC on policy and politics.  In addition to myself, a young attorney on my team,
assists with the state account and we are both registered lobbyists for the State of Indiana.
I have attached a document, The Perfect Storm, which outlines the many issues facing the 2012 Lame
Duck session and new Congress in 2013.  With sequestration having a direct impact on states, especially
those with significant defense investments, engagement in federal relations is even more important than
ever.  Containing health care costs will continue to dominate state budges and federal policymakers for
years ahead, regardless of decisions related to ObamaCare.  Tax reform and its impact on state financial
instruments will likely be on the table in 2013.  Budget pressure will continue to be pushed to state
governments and the work of Governors to pursue program flexibility in exchange for decreased funding



is critical.

Although in her first term, Governor Fallin has the reputation as a national party leader and I would
welcome the opportunity to assist the state of Oklahoma and the Governor.  As a member of the NGA
Executive Committee, having an active DC representative is crucial.  Republican Governors staff look to
Executive Committee staff for issue coordination, message points and early warnings.  I would be
pleased to put together a formal proposal that would meet the specific needs of the State of Oklahoma.

Again, many thanks for your interest.

Debbie

Deborah Hohlt
 (cell)

202-624-1474 (office)

On 7/9/12 7:05 AM, "Ed Goeas" > wrote:

>Debbie, they most definitely want to do this and had great things to
>say about you!  What they asked me to do is get a ballpark figure to
>make this happen, without having you go to the trouble to write a full
>proposal. They do not have this in the budget but had several ideas on
>funding, so wanted to know how much they may be needing to go after.
>Does that make sense to you?
>I'm currently on a plane to NV, but have email.   Thanks, Ed
>________________________________________
>From: Deborah Hohlt ]
>Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 6:27 AM
>To: Rick Hohlt; Ed Goeas
>Subject: Re: Debbie following up on representing OK--Ed's call to me
>
>Thanks Ed.  I spent some time with Denise and Katie in AZ a few weeks
>ago at the RGA event.  They are great.  Would love to work with them.
>Let me know any specifics they are looking for and happy to get
>something to you asapŠ.
>Deborah Hohlt
> cell)
>202-624-1474 (office)
>
>
>
>
>On 7/9/12 6:15 AM, "Rick Hohlt" > wrote:
>
>>Ed I told Debbie yesterday of our conversation,,k,,that you have
>>gotten the State Of Ok interested in hiring Debbie, that she needs to
>>do a proposal!!!! Debbie said GREAT NEWS!!
>>
>>it is best for both of you to email each other reference the specifics
>>f what you wanted Ed and of what you Debbie all rady know fo the OK
>>interest.
>>
>>Thank you Ed very much
>>



From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Funding for HCR extended
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 4:37:55 PM

Crazy...
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 03:03 PM
To: Alex Pettit; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Funding for HCR extended 
 
No way
 
From: Alex Pettit 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 02:52 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Fw: Funding for HCR extended 
 
So, the 54MM may still be available, if we wish to open that up again... 
Sent from my Blackberry
 
From: Sarjoo Shah 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 02:51 PM
To: Alex Pettit; Pat Elwood 
Subject: Funding for HCR extended 
 
See below,
 

Exchange Establishment Cooperative Agreement
Funding FAQs
Below are a number of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about funding available to States under Affordable Care Act Section

1311(a). These FAQs are applicable to the Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA), released in June 29, 2012, Cooperative

Agreement to Support Establishment of Affordable Care Act’s Health Insurance Exchanges, and related 1311 Funding (“new

FOA”), which can be found at www.grants.gov, search for CFDA number 93.525. They also apply to prior Funding

Announcements, most recently amended November 29, 2011 (old “FOAs”) found at:

https://www.grantsolutions.gov/gs/preaward/previewPublicAnnouncement.do?id=12241.

Q1: In the new funding opportunity announcement (FOA), released in June 29, 2012, States may be awarded
establishment grants through December 2014. Does this change the deadlines for State Exchange approval?

A1: No. The new FOA does not change the deadlines for State Exchange approval, which are set forth in the Affordable Care

Act and regulations.

Q2: How many opportunities remain for States to apply for funding?

A2: Ten additional opportunities for States to apply for Level One and/or Level Two funding were announced under the new

funding opportunity announcement, with all awards made by December 31, 2014.

In addition to the final funding opportunity under the old FOA, HHS anticipates Level One Establishment and Level Two

Establishment applications will be due: August 15, 2012; November 15, 2012; February 15, 2013; May 15, 2013; August 15,

2013; November 15, 2013; February 14, 2014; May 15, 2014; August 15, 2014; and October 15, 2014. HHS anticipates making

Notices of Grant Award approximately 45 days after application due dates.

Q3: What Exchange costs can be covered by 1311 grant funding?

A3: The Affordable Care Act provides the Secretary authority to provide §1311(a) grant funds for State activities related to

establishment of an Exchange, including establishment of a State-based Exchange, development of functionalities that allow the

State to participate in a State Partnership Exchange, and State activities to establish interfaces with the Federally-facilitated

Exchange. These costs are outlined in the new FOA as well as in prior FOAs.

The first year of Exchange activity is critical to ensuring Exchange self-sufficiency. The establishment of an Exchange and
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activities related to such establishment also include start-up year expenses to allow consumer outreach, testing and necessary

improvements during the initial start-up year. For example, in the start-up year, we anticipate significant resources will be

committed to enhancing systems, developing protocols, raising consumer awareness, training staff, and strengthening the overall

effectiveness of operations. Thus, the Secretary has determined that §1311(a) grant funds are available to fully fund

Exchange-related expenses (in the State’s approved work plan and budget) until: 1) the end of the start-up year that

coverage is provided through the Exchange, 2) the time a State-based Exchange becomes self-sufficient, or 3) §1311(a)

grant funds have been expended, whichever comes first.

Similarly, a Partnership Exchange State may receive funding for its start-up year expenses supporting the FFE in a Partnership

model, as well costs associated with transition to and establishment of a State-based Exchange. These funds are available to

cover the costs of approved start-up year expenses or State activities in a State-based or State Partnership Exchange, consis

 
 
 
Cordially,
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sarjoo Shah, PMP, CEA | Office of State Finance, IT Director for Eligibility and Insurance |  +1.405.521.4803|
+1.405.317.8455
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Sticky Note



From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry
Subject: Re: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 11:32:37 AM

What a piece of work!
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 10:07 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry 
Subject: Re: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare 
 
How about no mtg w/ him on anything!!!
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 10:03 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Craig Perry 
Subject: FW: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare 
 
 
 

From: Jennifer Brock [mailto:brock@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:57 AM
To: brock@oksenate.gov
Subject: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
 

Oklahoma State Senate
Communications Division

State Capitol
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

 
For Immediate Release:  July 3, 2012

 

Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject
ObamaCare

 
            State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma’s chief executive to join her fellow
Republican governors across the country and state for the record that she will not implement
ObamaCare.  Anderson, a Republican from Enid, said Gov. Mary Fallin needs to be on the
front line with those governors who have already announced they won’t submit to the federal
health care law.
            “Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott
Walker in Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have
officially stated they will not implement ObamaCare in their states in the wake of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision last Thursday,” said Anderson.  “Oklahoma needs to join these
other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this law and the substantial
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burden that it will place on taxpayers.”
            Anderson said despite promises from the President, the end results of the federal
health care law would be disastrous for citizens, for Oklahoma and for the nation, with many
reports pointing to a revised estimate by the Congressional Budget Office saying the price tag
for the law had already risen from under $1 trillion to $1.76 trillion.
            “In the short-term, the economic brunt will fall on the middle-class.  Those who
already have insurance will see their out-of-pocket costs skyrocket, while those who don’t
will be forced to purchase policies far more costly than they would have been without this
federal mandate,” Anderson said.  “Businesses are going to be hamstrung by red tape and
regulations that will derail economic growth and recovery.  At the federal level, this will
dramatically worsen our national debt.  At the state level, Oklahoma’s Medicaid costs will
soar and it will force budget cuts in education, transportation and public safety.”
            “We have had enough time to consider last Thursday’s ruling, and we know that the
end result will be larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive
regulations that will cripple many businesses,” said Anderson.  “Governor Fallin needs to
make Oklahoma’s position clear and tell President Obama that she will not choose to
implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma.”
           
For more information, contact:
Sen. Patrick Anderson
405-521-5630

 
 



From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Hate to bug you...
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:56:00 PM

And that needs to be the answer to EVERYTHING so they take the freaking hint!
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:55 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Hate to bug you...
 

“The governor is reviewing the implications of the Supreme Court decision as it relates to
the creation of health insurance exchanges at the state level. Our office is not able to
comment further until that review is completed.”  

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:53 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Hate to bug you...
 

Mcnutt says: “could the governor issue an executive order that would include a plan to
develop a health care exchange which would meet the Jan. 1 requirement to have a plan in
place?”

I don’t know what to say except, We are unable to answer that question at this time.  

 
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:48 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Hate to bug you...
 

But could the governor issue an executive order that would include a plan to develop a health
care exchange which would meet the Jan. 1 requirement to have a plan in place?

Thanks.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Query
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:53:00 PM

That should literally be our answer to almost every question
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:48 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Query
 
Ok I answered as instructed and of course got a follow up asking how work could proceed without
legislation.
 

Can I just say, “The governor is reviewing the implications of the Supreme Court decision as
it relates to the creation of health insurance exchanges at the state level. Our office is not
able to comment further until that review is completed.”  

 
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:40 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Query
 
I would just say no, that's not true...I don't think we want to get into the weeds...
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 01:36 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: RE: Query 
 
Michael says, “is it accurate to say no work can be done on developing a health care exchange
until the Legislature and the governor approve a plan and designate an agency to develop it?”
 
I don’t think that is accurate, right? Should I say that is one way a health care exchange
could be developed but it is possible one could be created on an agency level without
legislative action?
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Query
 
So is it accurate to say no work can be done on developing a health care exchange until the
Legislature and the governor approve a plan and designate an agency to develop it?
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From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:21 PM
To: Michael McNutt
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Query

No state agency is actively working on building a health care exchange at this point.
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:13 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Query
 

Alex, 
What state agency is in charge of setting up a health care exchange? The Oklahoma Health
Care Authority says it no longer is charged with that responsibility.

Is it the CIO or the office of state finance? 
Thanks.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: exchange Query
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:20:31 PM

Use the last sentence only
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 01:17 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: exchange Query 
 
Ok, so, “At this point in time, it is not certain that the state of Oklahoma will elect to create a health
insurance exchange. The governor and state agencies are reviewing the law, as well as the affects of
the recent Supreme Court decision. No state agency is actively working on building a health care
exchange at this point.”
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:16 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: exchange Query
 
No one has been charged with doing it at this point
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 01:14 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: exchange Query 
 
I’m not sure of the answer here …
 

From: Michael McNutt [mailto:MMcNutt@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:13 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Query
 

Alex, 
What state agency is in charge of setting up a health care exchange? The Oklahoma Health
Care Authority says it no longer is charged with that responsibility.

Is it the CIO or the office of state finance? 
Thanks.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Jim Reese
Subject: RE: Newsaper Armageddon Arrives for Senator Mazzei, Senator Newberry, and Representative Mulready
Date: Monday, June 18, 2012 7:43:00 AM

Thanks for sharing J
 

From: Jim Reese [mailto  
Sent: Sunday, June 17, 2012 10:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fwd: Newsaper Armageddon Arrives for Senator Mazzei, Senator Newberry, and Representative Mulready
 
In case you are smart enough to not receive this hate mail. 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Sooner Tea Party <soonerteaparty@gmail.com>
Date: June 17, 2012 9:35:37 PM CDT
To: jimlreese
Subject: Newsaper Armageddon Arrives for Senator Mazzei, Senator Newberry, and Representative Mulready
Reply-To: soonerteaparty@gmail.com

Forward this email to a friend 
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Claude Hall has
always take care of
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the Ron Paul
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at his gun shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
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Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 

WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really need
to know about
Comtec's quality and
pricing, they do not
require a contract
for their services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if their
service isn't top
quality.

  
Newsaper Armageddon Arrives for Senator Mazzei, Senator

Newberry, and Representative Mulready
 

Surprise, Surprise, Surprise Senator Mazzei!  You really didn't
think we would leave you out did you?

 
And we haven't had any tunes lately so click on this link and listen while you read.

 
Okay, I just watched a sci fi show about a meteor striking the earth but the parallel is there.   Think of
the meteor that was supposed to kill off the dinosaurs, a bunch of fat, happy, big butt reptiles standing in
lush grass chomping away till something new caused them to starve to death if they weren’t smashed in
the impact.
 
The Tulsa paper was delivered to an airport hangar at the Jenks airport on Friday morning, 15,000 copies
including an extra 5,000 copies for Senator Mike Mazzei for skipping the ALAC vote.    We need all the
local help we can get to get these papers delivered before the primary.  But let’s motivate you a bit with
some facts.
 
Here is the 2008 primary election numbers for Glen Mulready’s district, only 1,987 people bothered to
vote:
 
REP) FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT NO. 68                     17 OF   17
          BRIAN JACKSON                                   397   19.97%
          CHRIS BENGE                                   1,591   80.03%
 
In 2010 there wasn’t a Republican primary race but here is the general election numbers.

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT NO. 68                           17 OF   17
          GLEN MULREADY                         REP     6,768   67.98%
          SETH WATKINS                          DEM     3,188   32.02%

See the difference?   In a general election almost 10,000 voters participated, five times the number in a
primary.  And the Democrat primary that Watkins won was less than 700 voters casting votes….
 
If you help drop the 10,000 Oklahoma-Guardian newspapers into Representative Glen Mulready’s
district he is likely going back to work for Blue Cross/Blue Shield as a lobbyist this summer.   Yeah, I
know, only the name  at the top of  the paycheck will change for Glen but taking down one of the State
Chamber of Commerce’s golden hair boys will reverberate through the legislature and we will have
ensured the death of Obama Care Health Insurance Exchanges here in Oklahoma unless the Supreme
Court lays down on the Constitution.
 
So here are two contacts to get more information on what is needed for the newspaper project in
Tulsa, both are Tulsa 912 leaders.   They could use a lot of help wrapping and delivering papers.
 
Tulsa papers  Don Wyatt 520-792-3250  or Randy Harris   918-724-0821
 
The Edmond paper, issue #3 has been given to the printer tonight and will be ready to wrap and deliver
on Wednesday morning.  Contact us at soonerteaparty@gmail.com if you can help with the effort.
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That is what 15,000 newspapers looks like

 
Also it looks like this will be the last issue before the primary due to time constraints but we can do one
thing that would help Todd Thompson’s opponents as well as Paul Blair and Bob Dani, increase the
number of papers printed.    We put a good story on Representative Todd Thompson’s voting record
along with a bit about his opponent, Donald Cole Gallup of Stratford.  Right now we are going to print
an extra 1,300 copies for the Ada area but if we get donations we can increase the number to 5,000
copies for Mr. Thompson’s district. 
 
 Thompson was an Obama Care supporter, anti everything we stand for basically, helped give the 167
million dollars to the higher ed endowment fund, enough cash to have operated over 25 state agencies
for the 2012 budget year.   Old Todd said he refused to support the Personhood bill because it would
endanger his chairmanship on a committee.  Let’s show Todd that his refusal to support a core issue for
both his party and his voters can cost him his political career.
 
Here is Todd Thomson’s 2008 General election numbers:

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT NO. 25                           27 OF   27
          TODD THOMSEN                          REP     7,187   52.61%
          GARY STARNS                           DEM     6,473   47.39%

 
But look at his General election numbers in 2006, only two votes separated winning and losing:
FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT NO. 25                           27 OF   27 
          DARRELL E. NEMECEK                    DEM     4,796   49.99%         
          TODD THOMSEN                          REP     4,798   50.01%      
But the real story is his primary against a fellow Republican in 2006 which is the only identical election
that we need to base our chances on as there is no General election this year!
(REP) FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT NO. 25                     27 OF   27 
          BLAKE CANTRELL                                  608   46.70%         
          TODD THOMSEN                                    694   53.30%        
 
People, we need only around 700 votes to beat Todd Thompson…   Can you see the effect that 5,000
newspapers that divulge his sorry voting record will have on the outcome of the election?
And Representative Marian Cooksey?  That Obama loving RINO grandma?  Her 2006 primary numbers
are the relevant ones to consider:
 
(REP) FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT NO. 39                     23 OF   23 
          CLARK DUFFE                                     858   21.48%         
          MARIAN COOKSEY                                3,137   78.52%    
 
What do you think that 10,000 Oklahoma-Guardian newspapers is going to do to her chances of
winning?    Most homes have two voters and they usually go together to vote so that is as many as
20,000 people that could get their eyes opened and get motivated to show up at the polls.
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Now, dig in your pockets!  Please!
 
    This is your shot at making a huge difference when the RINOs are at their weakest, a primary election
with a few thousand voters determining who gets the House seat, coming in a short election year where
the incumbents couldn’t raise money from their lobbyist buddies during the session.  We have good
candidates that stood up now they need our support.
 
Send money, small amounts is okay, just send it tonight or early tomorrow so we can increase the
amount of newspapers printed.  Use this email address for Paypal:   soonerteaparty@gmail.com or call
me and drop off a check if that is better.  Make it for a subscription, for future advertising, heck just give
us the money as a donation.  
 
It will be another two years before this chance comes around again, to do so much with so little
money
 
We can derail Senator Clark Jolley’s $500,000.00 campaign with ten cent newspapers.
 
We can derail Representative Cooksey’s $60,000 campaign with ten cent newspapers.
 
There are stories on Mike Turner who is running against Guy Liebmann and on A J Bailey who is
running against Gary Banz.  There is a Charles Key story on his race for the Court Clerk position
and and a good story on Darrell Sorrels who is running against Sheriff John Whetsel in Oklahoma
County.   Representative Elsie Hall’s opponent’s contact info is in the Action Alerts and her voting
record is exposed.   Bob Dani and Paul Blair both have articles on them and their opponents voting
record. 
 
Send in enough donations tonight and tomorrow morning before noon and we will hit all of those
districts with newspapers.  Once we have the first ten thousand papers the next 5,000 is much
cheaper IF we print all of them in one shot.  This one paper can win all seven races if we put out
enough papers into the districts.
 
Or you can go back to forwarding anti Obama emails or links to stories about how bad things are
getting.    But you won’t have another chance till 2014 to slap a handful of politicians straight across the
mouth for stealing your liberty, for stealing your tax dollars, for lying to the voters, for being State
Chamber whores, for selling out when our children and grand children need us to stand up and stop the
madness.  Help us slap these chamber stooges silly and you can bet that Coburn, Inhoffe, Sullivan,
Lucas, Boren, and Cole or whoever replaces them will be watching like a hawk.   Send them back to
Washington D.C. knowing that things are changing.
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Are We Really Going to Let This Agenda 21 Happen in

Oklahoma? 
By Ms. PM

 
Agenda 21 anyone?   Why is Oklahoma afraid to pass laws protecting private property and due process?
What is it about state sovereignty they refuse to understand? A very clear indicator is the fact that we
have morons running the state. In this article, it shows how legislatures armed with the wherewithal of
doing the right thing by protecting the citizens is not that difficult of a task, unless you're dealing with
the imbeciles within the walls of our State Capitol building.
 
What is it about the citizens here in Oklahoma not demanding our state come up with a bill that protects
us from UN intrusion? For the life of me, this is one I cannot figure out.
 
Alabama was on the same course until heavy pressure from activists forced the hand of Alabama's
governor, Robert Bentley, and he signed this popular bill into law.
 
The media in Alabama isn't any different than what we deal with here in Oklahoma. These issues, if they
are covered, are spun around and made to look like a ball of yummy cotton candy. This law is aimed at
protecting private property rights and specifically prevents all state agencies and local governments from
participating in this global scheme. Why would the citizens of any state give up their power of acting
through their elected representatives? Enacting Agenda 21 strips the citizens of their rights and the
decisions will be made by UN bureaucrats. You can forget about the Constitution of the United States
and our Oklahoma Constitution.
 
Whenever you hear Agenda 21, the long tentacles of non-governmental ICLEI are right there working in
step and encroaching like the insidious cancer both of these entities stand for. These parasites gain
traction by giving money and contracting services within the states. They infiltrate local governments
and color their agenda to look like a beautiful rainbow. We all know how easy it is for state government
to extend their hand whenever power and money is involved.
 
Another interesting fact is state government is afraid to pass these tough laws because of the loss of
federal funding. Their shortsightedness affects their judgment and they forget that they are in-between
the citizens and the federal government; we elect them to represent us. We are being sold out, first
because there are still a lot of people that don't find it necessary to pay attention, therefore these
miscreants continue to hold office. Second because when they are in office, the citizens are their last
priority. Third, the federal government doesn't have to implement any of this because the state
governments are more than willing to do their dirty work under the guise of they know what's best for
us. The U.S. Senate never ratified Agenda 21 so don't you think it's time to stop this freedom stomping
agenda?
 
Whenever you hear the terms "sustainable living", "smart growth" or "green" you can make a safe
assumption that Agenda 21 is behind it. Sustainable living will put you stacked on top of one another to
live like good people are supposed to live inside the cities. Those in power want the land to do with what
they deem an appropriate way to save the planet. Smart growth will have cities planned out without
parking spaces because you should be walking and not polluting. This nudge will get you to loose weight
regardless of your wants or needs .
 
  Surprise, Norman is already talking about this. Anything green will come with regulations to make sure
you are in compliance with the list of what you will or will not do. Remember the "smart" chips on the
Tulsa garbage cans. More of your money will go toward fines once they take the tracking one step
further and pass the law that you must recycle. Is this how you want to live? These terms the
government uses are more than deceptive. This plan will place you into a situation and by the time you
figure it out, the gate will be locked.
 
Alabama's model could bring about the change needed to protect Oklahomans. It keeps Constitutional
Law above International Law. Our freedom and sovereignty is slipping away. Are you going to sit by
and let this happen or make the choice to do something about it? This map shows what the country will
look like when they're finished with this Agenda 21.
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State of the Governor Report

By R. H.
 

And tunes for Mary Fallin's first couple of years...
It’s been just over two years since Governor Fallin took office. It’s time to do an evaluation of her
midterm performance. How has she done? Has she lived up to the Conservative values she campaigned
on, or has she performed as a Liberal politician? With a high profile job as she has, the record is easy to
access.
 
It’s obvious that the Governor learned her campaign financing rules from an expert. We went to the
Oklahoma Ethics Commission Web site and took a look at her expenditures for the calendar year of
2010. There wasn’t much to look at. With few exceptions for salaries, taxes to the I. R. S., and office
necessities, everything else seems to have been placed on a credit card. I guess she learned that trick in
D. C.
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We didn’t stop there. We also went to www.votesmart.org to see what they had available. The voting
record made for some interesting reading.  I also found that the campaign finance records were
incomplete. They failed to list the $3,500.00 donation she received from George Kaiser. That’s the same
George Kaiser that will get his money back from the Solyndra scandal before the taxpayers see a dime. I
guess if I wanted to masquerade as a Conservative I’d leave his name off my donor list too. You can
find this information at www.libertyok.org.
 
Since the Governor has been in office, she has signed 354 bills into law. She has vetoed only 10. That’s
less than 3 percent of the bills she has vetoed. Some of the ones she has signed into law that have
mattered to Oklahomans are listed below.
 
HB 2171 Obama Highway Bill-fiscally liberal
HB 1953 Governor’s Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund-corporate welfare
HB 2131 Soft on Crime-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act-corporate welfare
 
These are all bills that deserved the veto pen.
 
So let’s take a look at her voting record while she was in D. C. How well did she represent the
Conservative values of Oklahoma during her tenure there?
 
Jan. 5, 2007     Pay As You Go Rule, Voted Nay-Liberal
Mar. 14, 2007 Union Organization Bill, Voted Nay-Conservative
June 7, 2007    Stem Cell Research Act of 2007 voted Nay-Conservative
 
Primarily a party line vote on most bills. I would rate her performance in Washington as an overall 70 on
the conservative scale. She let us down on several votes.
 
The Governor has pushed for an income tax reduction in the state. I received this Mary Fallin in my
email the other day. Some wonder how we, as a state can afford a tax cut when we lag so far behind in
our education funding. But do we really lag behind in funding, or do our funds get wasted on subjects
that aren’t germane to teaching our children what they need to know. Do we spend our education dollars
wisely, or do we spend them on intrusive programs deemed necessary by frivolous dictates from the
Department of Education at both the State and the almighty dollar driven federal funds. There can be no
denying that our children were better educated before there was ever a federal Department of Education.
Maybe it’s time to exert our 10th Amendment rights and say NO to the federal government when it
comes to educating our kids. We know better locally.
 
Economic Mobility in Oklahoma has recently become a topic of discussion in the state. It seems that the
PEW Institute has decided that Oklahoma ranks among the worse in the Nation for upward mobility in
the country. I can’t believe that. You can read the report here Economic Mobility in Oklahoma is Among
the Worst in the Nation | StateImpact Oklahoma It’s always been my experience that if a person worked
hard and did a good job, he or she would get the promotions that they deserved. I think one has to
consider the left leaning PEW organization when one considers their report.
 
One of the biggest problems that the Governor has ignored is the Department of Human Services. They
have been a problem for a long time. They are one agency, along with the Department of Corrections,
that is habitually underfunded. The death of children entrusted to the care of the state is abhorrent to the
senses of every Oklahoman. The documented cases of falsified home visits by case workers are
tantamount to negligent homicide in the death of a child, yet in most cases they go unpunished.
 
Then they highlight the 2012 legislative session. You start off by saying that “The Fiscal Year 2013
budget deal reached by Governor Mary Fallin and state legislators represents a fiscally responsible plan
to limit the size and growth of government while increasing funds for core areas of government.” The
Governor and legislators seem to forget that an increase in the size of government decreases the liberty
of the citizens.
 
Other areas of savings are mostly consolidation of agencies that do the same thing. This should have
been done long ago.
 
Another area of savings is a Memorandum of Understanding of a multistate contract for natural gas
vehicles. The idea is to convert the states fleet of vehicles to natural gas by purchasing new vehicles that
are already set up to run on natural gas and selling the existing fleet. This is a ludicrous idea. What
should happen is convert the existing fleet to natural gas. There is the technology and facilities in state to
do the job. Local workman would be happy for the business and it would support Oklahoman owned
businesses. In addition, it would encourage residents to make the change.
 
She seems proud of the Turnpike improvement plan. I have a Turnpike improvement plan for you
Governor. As soon as the existing bonds are paid off on the turnpikes, make them part of the regular
highway system. That would put more money into the pockets of taxpayers and help attract more
business.
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The Governor touts the “Statewide Public Safety Plan” in the form of HB 3052. This plan was nothing
more than another one of Speaker Steele’s social justice plans. It is in fact a soft on crime bill. This is the
second soft on crime bill that the Governor has signed.
 
 
This one takes the cake. The Water for 2060 Act. Are you kidding me? The state is now embroiled in a
lawsuit with two sovereign Native American Nations because you and the state legislature refused to
negotiate with them over their water rights. Instead you feel that you have the power to break a federal
treaty and confiscate what does not belong to you.
 
 
After reviewing all the information available and even considering that the Governor was dealing with a
liberal House and Senate, I can only give the Governor a conservative rating of 30. That makes her a
RINO Republican. She is influenced by her metropolitan surroundings, her time as a Representative in
Washington, D. C., and her desire to be everything to everybody in the desire to win a second term. If
she is a conservative as she claimed, she needs to start acting like one and using the veto pen more often
on bills that don’t uphold conservative values no matter who it upsets.
 
 
 

 
 

Skirting Ethics Laws or Hiding the Truth?
By R. H.

 
Thisone is for Clark Jolley for not living up to his momma's expectations

 
This is round two on the ethics complaints filed against Senator Clark Jolley last week.  The reports
available were consistent about the basic complaint. They all centered on the Senator accepting campaign
contributions and holding campaign fund raisers in January 2012 and not filing the required “SO-1”
(Statement of Organization form) “ which was due within 10 days of accepting or spending in excess of
$500 or by February 10.” All but one report failed to give but a cursory acknowledgement of the
complaint by the Senator.
 
In a report to News9, which can be read here Edmond Man Files Ethics Complaint Against Senator -
News9.com - Oklahoma City, OK - News, Weather, Video and Sports |, Senator Jolley defends his
actions by saying that “We have complied with every one of the laws in the state of Oklahoma-period.
We have reported every contributor. We have reported every expense.” He went on to blame this
complaint on a campaign gimmick of his opponent.
 
Let’s take a look at his campaign filings and see if he’s telling the truth, or skirting campaign laws. It
just so happens that the Statement of Organization for both 2010 and 2012 are available online at the
State Ethics Commission web site. The one for 2010 raises some questions.
 
The Statement of Organization is a relatively simple form to complete. There are no trick questions on
the form. Question six seemed to pose a problem for Senator Jolley in 2010 though. He likes to claim he
was running for Attorney General, so why did the one question where it ask “Office Being Sought” did
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he file as undecided? This immediately sends up red flags. This indicates that this was never a serious
run for Attorney General. This was a way to raise money for future campaigns. Apparently I wasn’t the
only one who felt this way. The following is from his schedule e expenditure reports.
 
Date                Item                             Name                          Purpose           Amount
Jan. 01, 2011   Contribution Refund   Contributor                 Refund             $200.00
Jan. 01, 2011   Contribution Refund   Contributor                 Refund             $300.00
Jan. 01, 2011   Contribution Refund   Contributor                 Refund             $400.00
 
Apparently other people felt used. Does this sound like the actions of someone truly running for Attorney
General?   Now let’s take a look at his expense reports for problems for the years 2009 through 2012.
This is all the information available through the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission web site.
 
Date                Item                             Name                          Purpose                       Amount
Nov. 25, 2009  Travel Expense            Boingo Wireless          Travel Expense            $7.95
Dec. 26, 2009  Subscription                The Edmond Sun         Subscription                $7.25
 
This is unbelievable. You bill a wireless service, for who knows what, to your campaign? Are you really
so cheap that you have to pay for a subscription to your hometown newspaper out of your campaign
funds? You also listed the beneficiary as Clark Jolley for Attorney General, but how can that be.
According to your Statement of Organization you had yet to declare what office you were running for.
 
Feb. 17, 2010  Subscription                The Edmond Sun         Subscription                $4.35
Mar. 19, 2010 Membership Dues      Leadership Oklahoma Membership Dues      $150.00
Mar. 22, 2010 Travel Expenses          American Airlines       Travel Expenses          $401.30
Mar. 22, 2010 Travel Expenses          American Airlines       Travel Expenses          $271.90
 
This gets redundant. Why is he billing the local newspaper subscription to his campaign? Why are his
membership dues in civic organizations being paid by the campaign? Why is out of state travel being
billed to the campaign? The biggest question here is why is he traveling out of state in the middle of a
legislative session? How many votes did he miss? How can he represent the citizens of District 41 out of
state?
 
Mar. 25, 2011 Travel Expense            American Airlines       Travel Expense            $553.80
Jan. 12, 2011   Membership               Edmond Rotary Club   Membership               $447.50
 
Again he travels in the middle of a legislative session. This is getting to be a habit with him. How many
votes did he miss this time?
 
One thing noted throughout the campaign is a repeated reimbursement to AT&T. There is no other
explanation offered than reimbursement. Through the course of the Jolley for Undecided campaign these
reimbursements came to a total of $1,225.30. I think an explanation needs to be made for this.
 
Next go to votesmart a look at his campaign finances for the 2012 campaign cycle, it  reads like a who’s
who of liberal political players.
 
One such liberal lion is George Kaiser. No one can accept a campaign donation from this man and still
claim to be a conservative. George Kaiser is a trusted ally of President Obama who stands to receive his
investment back from the Solyndra debacle before us taxpayers will ever see a dime. He is also a
campaign donation bundler for President Obama.
 
Other organizations known to keep favored politicians in office have also donated heavily to his
campaign.
 
Organization                                                                                       Amount
Oklahoma Medical Association                                                          $5,000.00
Oklahoma Public Employees Association                                           $5,000.00
Professional Firefighters of Oklahoma                                               $5,000.00
Oklahoma City Firefighters                                                                $5,000.00
Oklahomans For Better Housing (ACORN)                                         $2,500.00
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce                               $2,500.00
American Federation of Teachers Oklahoma Solidarity Fund           $1,000.00
 
With big donors like this, one has to ask where his allegiance lies. Going back to project vote smart, I
went to the area that covers interest group ratings. The last year available was 2010. That year he scored
a 100% for Pro-Business Policy. His score for Consumer and Patient Advocacy was 64%.
 
Senator Jolley it looks like you have violated Oklahoma’s campaign laws. You held campaign
fundraisers for your Senatorial campaign in January of 2012 for sure and possibly as early as December
of 2011. You failed to file the required Statement of Organization within the ten day limit as required by
law. Your own campaign expenditure reports show you expended well over the $500.00 dollar limit. The
ethics complaint is warranted and justified.



 
Senator Jolley you are nothing but a RINO Republican politician. In fact after reviewing your records
more closely you are worse than a RINO. You qualify as a DIRC. In case you don’t know what that
means, it’s the abbreviation for Democrat in Republican Clothing. I’m not even sure the Democrats
would have you. For the good of the party, it’s time for you to step down and let a true conservative step
up and represent District 41.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: Fw: Patients over Bureaucrats
Date: Tuesday, May 15, 2012 8:32:11 AM

Can u print for gov?
 
From: Marie Sanderson ] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 15, 2012 08:30 AM
To: Marie Sanderson <  
Cc: Monica Block <mblock@RGA.ORG> 
Subject: FW: Patients over Bureaucrats 
 
Dear Chiefs:
 
The following email was sent to your bosses from Governor Bobby Jindal this morning.  Please let me
know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
 

From: Governor Bobby Jindal 
Sent: Tuesday, May 15, 2012 9:17 AM
To: Governor Bobby Jindal
Subject: Patients over Bureaucrats
 
Dear Governors: 
 
Once the United States Supreme Court reminds our constitutional lawyer professor-turned-
President of the existence of the Tenth Amendment and the limits of the Commerce Clause,
thereby repealing Obamacare, the natural question becomes, what’s next?  All of the
problems that existed before President Obama, then-Speaker Pelosi, and Senate Majority
Leader Reid forced through a bill to raise hundreds of billions of dollars in taxes, cut
Medicare spending, and create yet another entitlement program we cannot afford will still
exist.  
 
The American health care system has many well documented flaws, but reminds me of
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Churchill’s description of democracy as the “worst form of government, except for all those
other forms that have been tried.”  Surely, our health care system is too expensive, leaves too
many families without coverage, and is plagued by redundant paperwork and procedures. 
Yet, at its best, there is no better.  When your child or parent is sick, you don’t wish they
could be treated elsewhere.  But, you might be worried about how you are going to pay for
the medical bills after they get better.
 
The President often promised that he would bend the health care cost curve down, and I just
wish he had succeeded, or even really tried, and had done so in a way that maximizes our
freedom.  Health care reform is filled with confusing acronyms and large numbers, but really
comes down to one simple question: Who do we want making our health care decisions?  Do
we want doctors and their patients in charge or do we want government bureaucrats in
charge?  Since health care is such a personal matter – impacting us when we are the most
vulnerable - and also expensive – consuming an increasingly larger share of our economy,
how we answer this question may be one of the most important domestic policy decisions we
make.        
 
President Obama has made it clear his answer involves a top down government run approach
that, as President Reagan famously said, “would have the efficiency of the Postal Service and
the compassion of the I.R.S.”  I was no great fan of the late Senator Ted Kennedy’s policies
or politics, but did admire his philosophical consistency and dogged determination to get to a
single payer system.  I only wish more of our Republican members of Congress displayed
those same traits in defense of a consumer based system.  Senator Kennedy would pursue
incremental steps or huge leaps towards government run health care, depending on the
political circumstances, but he always worked to move the system in his direction.  We need
Republicans in Washington to stop viewing health care as simply a Democratic issue and to
stop thinking they have achieved victory when they merely adopt a cheaper version of the
Democratic plan.  Over the years, Republican members of Congress have slowed down the
other side, but have not prevented government from taking over more and more of our health
care system.  Indeed, the government is soon expected to pay for half of all health care
spending, with that portion continuing to increase.
 
So, what next?  How do we strengthen and improve a consumer based health care system? 
Let’s consider three main purchasers of health care – Medicare, Medicaid, and private
insurance.
 
Medicare
 
The recent trustees report confirms what everyone already knows, but most in Washington
want to ignore.  Medicare is going broke, based on solvency of the hospital trust fund,
percentage of GDP spent, growth in spending versus revenues, etc.  The program today
wastes billions of taxpayer dollars each year in fraud and waste, while trapping seniors in a
system drowning in what the Mayo Clinic once counted as 130,000 pages of rules and
regulations.  Len Nichols described the program as the federal government trying to set
10,000 prices in 3,000 counties, making the Pentagon’s $400 hammers and $600 toilet seats
look quaint by comparison.  The Left wants to raise payroll taxes, while Congress and the
bureaucrats continue to make political decisions on how much services should cost, which
treatments are covered, and how often patients can visit their providers.  The consumer based
alternative is to adopt a premium support model, similar to the one used for federal
employees, Members of Congress, and many in the private sector, to subsidize the majority



of the premiums paid by seniors free to choose their own health care plan which best meets
their needs.
 
Medicaid
 
The Medicaid program, jointly financed and overseen by the states and the federal
government, continues to overwhelm state budgets, consuming more scarce tax dollars and
threatening funding for schools and roads, while failing to deliver health care efficiently. 
While welfare reform continues to stand as one of the most impressive recent domestic
policy accomplishments to come from Washington, not exactly a high bar, liberal advocacy
groups pressured Congress to inexplicably exclude Medicaid.  States need to be freed from
the D.C. bureaucracy.  The same local flexibility, accountability based on outcomes not
process, and an emphasis on helping the poor to thrive in the mainstream that succeeded in
transforming welfare will work with Medicaid.  There is no excuse for a continued “separate
but equal” health care system in this day and age.  Democrats have blocked various
Republican attempts to block grant the Medicaid program for years, while ignoring the pleas
of governors from both parties for regulatory relief and an end to the unfunded mandates. 
 
At the very least, Congress should allow states to opt-in to a more flexible long-term funding
arrangement; the Obama Administration could accomplish this through waivers, but won’t. 
States would receive guaranteed federal funding, adjusted on a per capita basis to account for
economic cycles, and would agree to predictable federal funding caps set lower than current
predicted growth rates in exchange for relief from federal regulations.  States would have the
freedom to design programs that best meet their people’s needs, combined with an incentive
to lower costs rather than game the system.  Instead of the federal government designing one
size fits all eligibility requirements and micromanaging benefit designs and copayment rules,
states would be required to focus on improving health outcomes for their vulnerable
populations.  At the very least, Washington should allow states to start such a program for the
able bodied populations, i.e., those who qualify for Medicaid primarily due to income and not
health status, which comprise the majority of Medicaid beneficiaries, while considering
special protections for the elderly and disabled.
 
Here is a radical thought – why not free the states to focus their efforts and spending on
helping beneficiaries get better paying jobs so they can afford their own health care and
break the cycle of dependence?  Why not use more Medicaid spending to subsidize private
coverage, rather than building public bureaucracies, as a transition to the independence
envisioned in welfare reform?
 
Private Coverage
 
The American health insurance marketplace simply does not work as it should today.  It
actually does not resemble any reasonably functioning insurance system.  The idea of
insurance should be to pool risk over large populations and time to protect individuals against
unpredictable and potentially overwhelming risk.  Obviously, different people with different
income, assets, and medical conditions will have different levels of overwhelming risk.  Yet,
health insurance, especially individual coverage, today often effectively screens out the sick,
offering coverage when we least need it, and too often simply offers prepaid health care
coverage. 
 
A good way to understand the failings of the marketplace is to compare health care insurance



with other insurance.  For example, most of us don’t file claims with our auto insurers for
every ding our car doors get in the parking lot, knowing the resulting increase in premiums
and hassle in paperwork aren’t worth the payout.  We either pay to fix the car door ourselves
or live with the scratches.  Yet, we have been trained to expect first dollar coverage for minor
procedures, while more and more employers and plans are capping coverage with episodic,
annual, or lifetime limits.  Also, most of us aren’t frustrated at the end of the year that our
homes haven’t flooded or burned down, expecting refunds for our property insurance
premiums.  We don’t set fire to a bedroom at the end of the year to ensure we get our
money’s worth!  Yet, many patients flood their doctors’ offices or refill prescriptions early
towards the end of the year once they have exceeded their deductibles, determined to get
their money’s worth.    
 
Part of the problem is that our health insurance system has evolved over time almost by
accident in response to wage controls, tax policies, and other pressures so that most
Americans get their coverage through their employers.  The resulting subsidy and economies
of scale are important benefits, but it is time to modernize our health care system since
neither the status quo nor the President’s prescribed fix is acceptable.
 
Just as technology is transforming our society and empowering the individual, our health care
system must also evolve from a top down approach, run by either insurance or government
bureaucrats, to a bottom up system where patients make decisions.  We need more
transparency, where individuals have access to pricing and easily understandable and
comparable outcomes and quality data via the internet and also have portable electronic
health care records, so that patients can easily navigate what could otherwise be a confusing,
potentially scary, and highly technical array of options.  Consumers should share in the
savings of best practices and have more, not less, access to health savings accounts and other
tax advantaged financing mechanisms that reward them for seeking care in cost-effective
settings, reducing the likelihood of chronic disease, complying with medical regimens, and
applying savings towards future health care costs.  Insurance must be made portable across
state lines and jobs, and accompanied by policies that reduce the dangers of adverse risk
selection with the least amount of intrusion into the markets and our lives (e.g., reinsurance,
high-risk pools, fixed open enrollment periods).  Consumers, including those working for or
owning a small business, must have the opportunity to purchase coverage through voluntary
pools, whether through trade associations or churches or unions or whatever, to enjoy the
same benefits of scale currently offered to those receiving care through large employers or the
government.  Payment should be for performance, not activity, rewarding integrated networks
offering coordinated care, disease management, and preventative care.  Frivolous lawsuit
reform is a critical component of a reformed health marketplace that will save billions of
dollars while also reducing overutilization.  Finally, those needing help to afford their care
should get that help via refundable tax credits to subsidize the cost of private coverage rather
than building another government-run health plan.
 
Churchill also said about the American people, “We can always count on the Americans to
do the right thing, after they have exhausted all the other possibilities.”  With Obamacare, we
have certainly exhausted all the other possibilities; now is the time to do the right thing and
reform our health care system to empower the patient instead of the bureaucrats.
 
Thanks,
 
Bobby



 
 
P.S. In the days ahead, our RGA Public Policy Committee will be circulating a detailed
policy proposal for reforming our nation's healthcare system for your review and input.  I
hope you will take the time to share your thoughts and ideas with us.



From: Denise Northrup
To: "Jill.Daugherty@mail.house.gov"; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: RSC: The State Health Flexibility Act
Date: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 9:42:20 AM

What a great idea! Too bad it will probably die a slow, painful death...
 
From: Daugherty, Jill [mailto:Jill.Daugherty@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 09:40 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee 
Subject: FW: RSC: The State Health Flexibility Act 
 
FYI
 
________________________________________________
Jill Daugherty
District Director
 
U.S. Rep. Tom Cole
4th District, Oklahoma
2424 Springer Drive, Suite 201
Norman, OK  73069
 
405-329-6500 (w) |  (m) | 405-321-7369 (f)
jill.daugherty@mail.house.gov
 
Sign up for Congressman Cole's e-newsletter: http://coleforms.house.gov/Forms/Form/?ID=1224
 
Follow Congressman Cole On:

 

From: Murray, Joe 
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: RSC-ALL-OH04@ls2.house.gov
Subject: RSC: The State Health Flexibility Act
 

RSC: The State Health Flexibility Act
Providing States the Tools to Help Their Most Vulnerable Citizens

 
Later this afternoon, Representatives Todd Rokita, Tim Huelskamp, Paul Broun, M.D., and
Jim Jordan will introduce The State Health Flexibility Act—a bill that streamlines
federal Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) funding into one block
grant to the states, giving them maximum flexibility to better address the unique health
care needs of their most vulnerable citizens.
 
The bill text, bill summary, FAQs, and spending comparison chart (all available here)
describe how the bill provides maximum flexibility for states, better care for vulnerable
Americans, affordability for everyone, and accountability for taxpayers.
 
In short, the bill: 
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Ø      Funds federal assistance to the states to provide health-care-related items and

services for their indigent populations at current fiscal year 2012 levels;
Ø      Eliminates burdensome red tape and regulations promulgated from Kathleen

Sebelius’ Department of Health and Human Services (HHS);
Ø      Gives maximum flexibility for states to determine eligibility, benefits, and provider

reimbursement rates, as well as to improve the quality of care and access to vital
health services;

Ø      Meets the seven principles for Medicaid reform proposed by 29 Governors in June
2011;

Ø      Prevents the federal government from borrowing and spending $1.8 trillion we
do not have, without cutting a penny from current Medicaid and CHIP federal
funding;

Ø      Requires annual state audits and reports to the U.S. Treasury, state legislatures,
and the public to ensure federal funding is spent properly. Misused funds detected
by an audit will result in forfeiture of the funds with a 10% penalty to encourage
proactive efforts to root out waste, fraud, and abuse;

Ø      Maintains current law prohibitions against abortion funding, health care services
for illegal aliens, and discrimination; and

Ø      Repeals ObamaCare and its costly mandates to help keep state health care
programs affordable and focused on the truly needy.

 
The State Health Flexibility Act is the legislative embodiment of the Medicaid
assumptions of last year’s RSC Budget —it begins the conversation of devolving federal
programs to the states by reforming the largest federal mean-tested welfare program.
 
RSC Chairman Jordan urges all RSC Members to cosponsor this important bill.  For
more information or to cosponsor the bill, please contact myself or Tom Borck with
Rep. Rokita at Tom.Borck@mail.house.gov /5-5037.
Joe Murray 
Professional Policy Staff 
U.S. House Republican Study Committee 
Office of Rep. Jim Jordan (OH-04), Chairman 
202 226-0678
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Fallin admin comment on health insurance exchange report
Date: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 1:25:00 PM

 
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto  
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 1:22 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Fallin admin comment on health insurance exchange report
 
ok do you think we should tell the public the timeline we are facing.. fed plan will take over
next jan 2013

--- On Wed, 2/22/12, Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

From: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: RE: Fallin admin comment on health insurance exchange report
To: "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>, "maryfallin@ "
<maryfallin >, "Mary Fallin" <Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov>, "Alex Gerszewski"
<Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov>, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Wednesday, February 22, 2012, 10:40 AM

Works for me

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 10:29 AM
To: maryfallin@ ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fallin admin comment on health insurance exchange report

 

Governor, the “Joint Committee on the Federal Health Care Law” chaired by Stanislawski
and Mulready is releasing a report in a few minutes. One of their recommendations will be to
create a free market health insurance exchange that is integrated with Insure Oklahoma and
similar to the Utah Model.

 

Our planned response will be something along the lines of:

 

As Governor Fallin has said in the past, she supports developing an Oklahoma-based free
market exchange, not only to prevent the creation of a federal exchange run by Washington
bureaucrats, but also to increase access to affordable health insurance for Oklahomans.
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If no action is taken by lawmakers in Oklahoma, federal law under “ObamaCare” clearly
states that a federally designed and run health insurance exchange will be forced on the state
and its citizens. The governor is absolutely opposed to such a federal incursion and believes a
state based solution is the best way to prevent that outcome.

 

Governor Fallin is reviewing the recommendations of the legislature. She appreciates their
work on this issue and the positive steps they have taken towards an Oklahoma-based, free
market solution that will help to prevent the implementation of ObamaCare.

 

 

Alex Weintz

Communications Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

phone: (405) 522-8819

cell: (405) 535-7317

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov

 

Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further
strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at
www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Glenn Coffee
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 5:33:47 AM

I am not convinced.  The Gov. has the authority that was then delegated to HCA  She
also could  claim it is an unconstitutional authority requiring the legislation, opt out and
dare anyone to file a lawsuit.  Steve, can you research.  This sounds like Howard over
lawyering this to me. 

Glenn Coffee

Glenn.coffee@sos.ok.gov

On Jul 11, 2012, at 8:17 PM, "Denise Northrup" <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Wow
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:06 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Updated Info. From OHCA re/ Costs of Medicaid Expansion 
 
Please see last note...
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Katie –
The first document includes maps of where we believe the “new” eligibles would be (by
county).  There are actually three maps – one representing 100% enrollment, one
representing 75%, and one at 57%.
 
The second document provides you information about the eligibles, economic impact,
reduced uncompensated care, federal matching rates, etc.  (I provided notes on the
second page to explain the numbers on the first page.)  Also, wanted to point out that we
did use the 2007 economic impact study - - newer IMPLAN values are not available at
this time (ie, for tax revenue).  We did talk with the OTC regarding this and they
believe, because of other factors occurring since 2007, that the number we have would
be pretty well on target.
 
And, then on another note, we learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility
group rather than an “opt-in”.  This changes things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we
would probably need legislation.
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Let me know if you have any questions.
Cindy
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:24 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Indeed!!!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Can I have abt 20 minutes?  Promise.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Sorry to harass, just checking back in, I am hoping to print copies before I leave the office
today of whatever you send to take with me to the Governor, thanks!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Sure.  Let me put some finishing touches on it and I will get it to you.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
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(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:48 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Hello!
Importance: High
 
I am leaving for the National Governors Association Annual meeting on Thursday morning
and will be briefing Governor Fallin when I arrive re/ PPACA. I wanted to see if there is
anyway I can the information we requested by tomorrow? Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you
have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. The
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===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the
sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and
privileged information. If you are not the named addressee you should not
disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and
delete this e-mail from your system. The sender does not accept liability for
any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which arise as a
result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.

mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org
mailto:katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov


From: Denise Northrup
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:33:43 PM

Yes, coffee heard Reynolds was going to do a press release on it. Its not going to go away any time soon, not here anyway
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:33 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police
 
Also see bit on Kaiser...
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:32 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police 
 
Lovely!
 
Although I much prefer rehashing rep. sullivans messy divorce
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:19 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police
 
Fyi - see part on exchange 
 
From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:42 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police 
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Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Exchange
Meeting This Wednesday

 
The first meeting of the Obama Care/Fallin Care task force is to be held on Wednesday September



BBQ F und Raiser Set For R ep 

John Bennett Septemb e1· 15th 

14th at 9:00 am in the House Chamber at the State Capitol. I believe they chose this particular 
meeting place to avoid having to deal with questions from the audience but a good crowd will remind 
them what is waiting for them should they go ahead and implement Obama Care here in Oklahoma. 
Below are the Senators and Representatives on the committee, it would be a good idea to call and 
email to remind them that the majority of the citizens of Oklahoma are dead set against Obama 
Care/Fallin Care. 

Lightem up .. 

Make it clear to them that there will be a political price for supporting Obama Care/Fallin Care in any 
form or fashion. Remember that they are practiced politicians, they can sell sand to an Arab, don' t get 

------------ in arguments or discussions, tell them what the people of Oklahoma want. 

Sponsor s this week: 

T he Carpen ter Shop 

358 North Rockwell 
OKC, Ok 
405-942-2644 
thecai:pentershop net 

Rep. Glen Mulready • Co-Chair 
Rep. Randy Grau 
Rep. Danny Morgan 
Rep. Jeannie McDaniel 
Rep. Jason Nelson 
Rep. Doug Cox 

glen.mulready@okhouse.gov 
randy.grau@okhouse.gov 
dannymorgan@okb011se gov 
jeanniemcdaniel@okhouse.gov 
jason nelson@okbonse gov 

dougcox@okhouse.gov 

Senator Gary Stanislawski , Co-Chair 

(405) 557-7340 
(405) 557-7360 
(405)-557-7368 
(405)-557-7334 

(405) 557-7335 
(405) 557-7415 

The Carpenter Shop is a full Senator Cliff Aldridge 
stanislawski@oksenate.gov 
aldridge@oksenate gov 

brownb@oksenate.gov 
garlick@oksenate.gov 
crain@oksenate.gov 
sparks@ok5enate gov 

405.521.5624 
(405) 521-5584 
(405) 521-5602 
405) 521-5555 
(405) 521-5620 

(405) 521-5553 

line cabinet and countertop shop Senator Bill Brown 
that travels all over the state Senator Sean Burrage 
building dream kitchens for Senator Brian Crain 
discerning customers Senator John Sparks 

Comtec Security 

An Oklahoma Company for 
Oklahomans. They offer 
service with no contracts, a 
disti nct difference from other 
security companies I've used . 
They believe in liberty, 
including the liberty to ta ke 
your business eslewhere if they 
don't perform to expectations. 
Comtec Security provided the 
security make over for 
t heSooner Tea Party after the 
burglarly in May 

http·/ /www co1utecok con> I 

Phil Lakin, Geor ge Kaiser , and Ob ama 

A few weeks ago we went over the candidates for Tulsa City Council. One of the candidates for 
District 8 is Phil Lakin; Phil is also the Chairman of the George Kaiser Family Foundation. George 
Kaiser is one of the investors of the defunct solar energy company that was in the news last week for 
going bankrupt owing the U.S. government hundreds of millions of dollars. Lakin is also on the board 
of the Tulsa Community Foundation and other boards. 

Here is an email from a Washington Post reporter responding after a Tulsa activist reached out with 
info on Phil Lakin and George Kaiser: 

Quote: 
.. We are very interested in George Kaiser and any help you might be able to give us would be greatly 
appreciated. Our George Kaiser is chairman of Tulsa-based BOK Financial Corp. and owner of Kaiser
Francis Oil Co. He also is one of Solyndra's biggest backers through an organization known as the 
George Kaiser Family Foundation. He is an Oklahoma oilman who bundled campaign contributions 
from multiple sources for Obama's 2008 campaign. Kaiser raised, or bundled, $50,000 to $ 100,000 for 
Obama' s 2008 campaign, according to a list that had been posted on Obama' s 2008 campaign website. 
He gave $2,300 personally, according to the FEC. 

As you probably know, the George Kaiser Family Foundation is a charitable organization based in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and backed by donations from Kaiser. It holds about 35.7 percent of the company, 
according to a Solyndra filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission. Kaiser made three visits 
to the White House on March 12, 2009, and one on March 13. Kaiser has denied any direct 
involvement in the Solyndra deal. In a statement from his foundation he said he "did not participate in 
any discussions with the U .S. government regarding the loan." 



The White House meetings put that statement to a test. He met with former Chairman of the Council of
Economic Advisors Austan Goolsbee, Senior Advisor Pete Rouse, Deputy Director of the Domestic
Policy Council Heather Higginbottom and Deputy Director of the National Economic Council Jason
Furman. People who work for him also went to the White House, including chairman and founder
Christian Gronet and Board Members Thomas Baruch and David Prend. This information is according
to the WH visitor logs. Former Chief of Staff Rahm Emmanuel and Adviser Valerie Jarrett reportedly
also met with Kaiser.
 
End quote.
 
 
 
Here are some articles on the George Kaiser/Obama/Solynda loan connection:
Washington Times article 
Bloomberg article
Tulsa World article that came out Sept 8th 
 
Tulsa Today article  
Big Government link  
Washington Times article today  
September 3rd article by Bloomberg  
Solyndra/Obama Connection
 
 

 
Representative Glen Mulready Talking Trash Again

 
 
Occasionally one of our members asks why we expose so much of the legislator’s dirty laundry and
focus on their response to our newsletters.   For two reasons:
 
1.      It shows people that the legislators are no better than the rest of us, almost anyone could run for
office regardless of what baggage they might have or their “qualifications”.
2.      Their responses to our newsletters are illuminating, especially when they lash out in anger over
the exposure of the seamy side of the legislature.
 
Last week, one of our old sparing partners, Representative Glen Mulready, just had to open his mouth
again.    Like the old joke about the hunter and the grizzly bear, one begins to wonder if Representative
Mulready is doing this for the sport of it.  Representative Mulready was one of the founding members
of the Short Bus Caucus, a group of Republican House members that were running their mouth against
the Tea Party during one of the Republican Caucus meetings.   Here is a link to that May 8th
newsletter where Representative Mulready helped us come up with the name transvestite Republican:  
Transvestite Republicans     
 
So last week Representative Mulready once again shot off his infamous mouth in an email to one of
our allies.  Here is the email:
 
Subject:   Re: A Jerry Springer Batch of Legislators
 
Date:  Fri, 2 Sep 2011 14:25:06 -0500
From:   Glen Mulready



To:  Jim Gxxxx xxxxxxx@cox.net
 
Jim,
I would respectfully suggest to you that your forwarding of this groups "trash" only serves to
undermine your own credibility. 
Hope you are well. 
 
Best,
 
Glen Mulready
Sent from my iPhone, please pardon any typos. 
 
End quote.
 
When challenged by one of the messages recipients, Representative Glen Mulready had this to say:
 
Quote:
 
“BL,
 
So, "relevant to the topic" from your perspective is someones (Sic) innuendo and rumor tossed around
without any kind of evidence. This is one radical person, with no evidence, throwing things out there
about people he doesn't like....plain and simple. 
 
The bottom line is no different than I tell my young boys daily. Choose your friends wisely...you will
be known by those you hang out with. If you wish to be identified closely with this group, then by all
means, continue to forward their emails. I'm telling you that this is a quick way for you to move you
and your group towards irrelevance by association. 
 
I have a lot more detail about this groups posting of comments and pictures of my family earlier this
year that I could share with you, but will not take the time. 
 
Choose your friends wisely!
 
Best regards,
 
Glen”
 
End quote.  
 
 

 
 
Representative Mulready's purpose in taking the time to respond to B.L. is obvious; to try to drive a
wedge between the Tea Party and the rural interests.
 
If you have taken one of my classes on the Real Nature of Politics, you will recognize the classic
responses regurgitated by Representative Mulready.  He starts by stating that forwarding the Sooner
Tea Party newsletter undermines B.L.’s credibility.  When a politician tells you something, the first
thing you should ask yourself is how it benefits the politician if you believe what he says.  Think about
it, Representative Mulready is not supporting B.L.’s effort so if B.L. was hurting his credibility then
Representative Mulready would just stay silent and let him hang himself.
 
Next Representative Mulready admits that forwarding something is the same as endorsing something.  
Using that logic, he supports  and endorses the House leaders that voted for the transvestite birth
certificate bill, therefore Representative Mulready supports everything else the House leadership stands
for:  allowing illegal immigration, biometrics on our drivers license for future facial recognition
tracking systems, highway cameras  watching car license plates for ticketing those without insurance
(next will be those that are running an expired tag, next are those driving 5 miles over the speed limit),
implementing the Obama Care/Fallin Care Health insurance exchanges (Mulready is heading that
interim study), stopping Open Carry, and stopping all the Tea Party/Constitutional bills that support the
2nd, 4th. 9th, and 10th Amendments.
 



As to the list of immoral legislators cheating on their spouses, multiple sources backed up each
instance of infidelity.   One case was dropped after a Democrat legislator vouched for the legislator
after approaching him on our behalf; five or six others are still under investigation so we did not put
them on the newsletter.  The   Kirby and Osborn affair was checked using both GOP and Democrat
sources.    The Charles Ortega story was confirmed using legislators and local sources, he is the talk of
the town these days… the old goat!  The Lee Denney story was verified using local sources as well as
multiple legislative sources.
 
We back up 100% of our info before we use it in the newsletter.   As far as ruining a cheating
legislator’s reputation, they ruined it themselves; we are just spreading the news.   As far as the Sooner
Tea Party’s “agenda”, it is simple, force legislators like Representative Mulready to represent their
constituents instead of ruling over them like they are royalty and to force the legislators to support the
Constitution including the Bill of Rights.  It Representative Mulready needs stepped on to force him to
do right, we have no problem stepping on him.
As to posting his family picture, we took the picture off his campaign website.  If he drags his family
into his campaign to claim family values, then what is wrong with using the picture when
Representative Mulready is going against family values?  We posted his family shot next to a drag
queen smoking a cigarette and asked the readers to see if the two men looked alike and to let us know
if Mulready didn't look like a transvestite....  not as single email came in against the article, people
understood that we were pointing out that Mulready was a hypocrite.
 
Lastly, Representative Mulready talks big about not slandering people and tossing around innuendo
and rumor, yet he doesn’t look into the stories before claiming we are “radical” and are slandering
people.  The difference between Representative Mulready and our group is that we put our info out in
public, Representative Mulready prefers to slink about and whisper lies in private.  And where is
Representative Mulready's outrage over Representative Dan Sullivan's behavior?
 
But the highest nail gets the hammer so Representative Mulready has earned another article in the
newsletter about his character and his refusal to represent the people in his district.  He is an elitist, he
said so at that meeting in May, said that regardless of how the people in his district want him to vote
he is going to vote his way.  I’ve got it on tape, it is going to make a great robo call.
 
Remember always that the Mulreadys of this world believe that the rest of us are sheep to be sheared. 
They stay in power only by dividing any that rise against them.   They are accomplished liars; the most
dangerous of them are the sociopath liars who tend to rise into leadership positions.  They truly believe
they are not lying, from being so wrapped up in their fantasy world and their belief that they are above
everyone else.   

 
  

 
Oklahoma Real Estate Commission Whitewashes

Sullivan Real Estate  Investigation
 
And after all that documentation of the forged document that we looked at last week, what did the
Oklahoma Real Estate Commission do?   They whitewashed the investigation, seizing upon a comment
from Mrs. Sullivan that stated she didn’t know which party altered the document and forged the
initials.   That is the problem with reasonable people, they talk reasonably, and Mrs. Sullivan was just
stating an obvious fact.  Most people would understand that an investigation was required to ascertain
who altered the document and forged the initial.  A bureaucrat on the other hand would jump at the
chance to get this issue off their desk and done with!  All they had to do was question the realtor about
the document and she would have rolled over on either Representative Sullivan or his attorney.
 
Here is the official Investigative Report of the OREC investigator Sherry L. Kueffler.  Look for the file
labeled:
“C-2010-047_Final_(GS )”
 
Here is their contact info:
 
Telephone: (405) 521-3387
Toll Free: 1-866-521-3389



orec.help@orec ok gov
 
 

Did Representative Sullivan Lie To
Tulsa Police on September 19th 2007?

  

  
  

Two weeks ago we told the story of a terrified woman fleeing her home around 11:30 pm, in her night
clothes, barefoot, not even taking the time to grab her cell phone.  A source claimed that after an
argument over continuing the marriage counseling, Representative Sullivan eyes were so dark with
anger that they  were like "looking at the end of the world”. 
 
 Sources say Mrs. Sullivan fled northeast on I-44 in the early hours of September 19th, so afraid for
her life, so  shocked, so intimidated by her husband’s behavior that she could only think of putting
distance between them.  Remember that reports state that Representative Sullivan had been mixing
prescription medicines, over the counter cold medication, and booze.   Documents and emails show
that he was in dire financial straits, had impregnated a House staffer that worked under him at the
capitol during an illicit and illegal affair, and was becoming increasingly unstable.
 
Mrs. Sullivan could think of only one place to go where her reserve deputy/Judicial Committee
Chairman/Representative husband wouldn’t likely find her, a bed and breakfast place near Grand Lake
that she remembered from a previous trip long ago.   She realized that she couldn’t hope to find a
vacancy at 2:00 or 3:00 am so she parked in the parking lot of the Cherokee Yacht Club near
Ketchum, Oklahoma.  
 
 It wasn’t long before a security guard came over to see why a woman was parked by the lake in the
predawn chill.   Dressed in night clothes, shoeless, and scared, the officer recognized the signs of an
abused woman in need of help.   The officer opened up the lobby and allowed Mrs. Sullivan to wait
inside until daylight, then after telling her the bed and breakfast she was searching for had closed the
previous year, the officer recommended another small business that rented secluded lake cabins.
 
The innkeeper was a woman that had also had experience with abused women in shelters and
immediately recognized the tell tale signs:   no shoes, no luggage, night clothing rather than suitable
attire, a woman clearly frightened that her husband would find her and do harm.  Since Mrs. Sullivan
was still terrified of being found, the innkeeper suggested parking the car away from the cabin,
lessening the chance that Representative Sullivan could track her down.
 
And what was Representative Sullivan doing about this time?  Well, he had gone to work.   Doesn’t
sound like something that a normal husband would do after his wife fled in terror the night before,
most would be out looking for her or calling her friends and family, perhaps even calling the state
police since she was the wife of a legislator.  But not Representative Sullivan, where most of us would
have been worried sick, Representative Sullivan went to work, had lunch, and went home.
 
Finally around 9:30 pm Representative Sullivan reported his wife missing, twenty two hours after she
fled.  Representative Sullivan told the officer of the cell phone left behind, that he had called his
family and friends in an effort to find her, and had looked online to see if she had used her credit cards
or withdrew money from an ATM.   The police report states that Representative Sullivan said that he
didn’t believe that Mrs. Sullivan was suicidal but she had been upset over health issues.  No mention
of the argument that turned physical, no mention of the marriage counseling as a result of
Representative Sullivan’s infidelities, Representative Sullivan chose to lie and say Mrs. Sullivan was
upset over health issues…
 



 Look for the file labeled:    “Missing Person Police Report 9 19 2007”.
 
But much later Representative Sullivan testified under oath as part of the divorce proceedings.  During
his testimony Sullivan denied that he had told the Tulsa Police that Mrs. Sullivan was worried about
her health the night she fled.   In fact Representative Sullivan admitted on the witness stand that
they had had an argument which caused Mrs. Sullivan to flee.  
 
“Representative Sullivan Deposition Proving He Lied About The Reason Mrs. Sullivan Fled”
 
Okay, some of you might say, so Representative Sullivan didn’t want to air his dirty laundry.  He told
a little white lie to save face.    If that were all, we wouldn’t be reporting this but what came next is
absolutely chilling.
The missing person report also states:  
 
 “Dan, who is also a TCSO reserve deputy, verified that his only owned weapon was accounted for in
their home.” 
 

Did Representative Sullivan own only one weapon?
 
Representative Sullivan claimed only one gun in his statement to the Tulsa police on the missing
person report.   Here is what Sullivan had in the way of weaponry around that time, many of them left
loaded around the home. 
 
 
  S & W 640-1   CD A6703                  
                                                          
New England Arms  SB4 MAG 10 ga     NE320444 
                                                          
Remington  700 7mm mag            250505                 
Remington  742  30-06 A7371364
                                                          
Remington  Nov-48 20ga  5831524                               
Ruger    super BH 44 81-65581  
                                                           
Remington 1100 20ga       N823401                                                             
Mossberg 590 12ga       p603944                                                              
Glock 21C FLD 346 Returned to Sheriffs dept.    
                      
Ruger Sec, six 357 15347399                            
Colt  AR-15 sport 223  66548 
                                                  
Glock 21C    DSV190US                                          
Glock  27      EVN264US                                          
US CARBINE  M1 30   4242553                                               
Remington 870 12 Y502890                                               
S & W  457  45  
 
I counted 16 guns, not one that he told the Tulsa police officer about. 
 
And here are pictures of the guns that Representative Sullivan denied owning.
 

   



 
 
Now many people collect guns, nothing wrong with that.  The problem here is Representative Sullivan
lying.
One can only wonder why Representative Sullivan would lie to a police officer about the number of
weapons he owned.  Was he was covering his tracks in case a body was found and ballistic tests were
run?   What we can be certain of is that Representative Sullivan has no qualms about lying to a police
officer or on the witness stand, if it suits his purpose.   All that remains is to ask why Representative
Sullivan lies.   There are three types of liars:
 
1.Pathological Liar, someone that doesn’t lie purposely, they actually believe that they are telling the
truth.
2.Compulsive Liar, someone that lies out of habit because it feels “right”.
3.Sociopaths, someone that lies incessantly in order to get their way and does so with little concern for
others.
 
Of the three types of liar, I believe that Representative Sullivan better fits the Sociopath model better
than any other. link to list of traits of sociopaths.
 

 
Yes, this was a messy divorce! But if character matters, something that the country forgot when they
elected Bill Clinton, and if past behavior is indicative of future behavior, do we dare allow
Representative Sullivan to walk away from his behavior and crimes without penalty?  Do we dare
allow the other 148 legislators think that if Representative Sullivan got away with it, that they can get
away with it?
 
Here is the contact info for the Speaker of the House, Kris Steele and for the GRDA, who is
considering Representative Sullivan for the top CEO position.  Please call them and give them your
opinion on this matter.
.
 
Kris Steele:    (405) 557-7345       krissteele@okhouse.gov
 
GRDA            (918) 256-5545      Michael Kiefner, interim CEO 
 
Oh, and what happened to Mrs. Sullivan?  Her brother and her sister in law found her on Thursday,
two days after she had gone missing.  They had gone online to the Pike Pass website and found the
Vinita exit charge, then cruised around till one of them spotted her car. 
 
 Representative Sullivan never went looking for her.
 
 



 

 
 

Obama Administration Exporting American Jobs 
DOJ Advises Gibson Guitar to Export Labor to Madagascar

 
This story has been in the woodworking journals for some time.   Gibson Guitar was raided in  2009
and despite their exotic woods coming from certified importers, millions of dollars worth of lumber 
and finished guitars were confiscated.   Their competitors, Martin Guitar and Fender Guitar, use the
same importer but they haven’t been raided, likely due to the owner of Martin Guitar being an Obama
donor and both companies not having the  deep pockets that Gibson Guitar posesses.   Despite
obtaining letters from the Madagascar government stating that  the wood in question was exported
legally, the Obama administration contends that the wood was imported in violation of Madagascar law
(not U.S. law!).
 
The wood the Government seized on August 24 is from a Forest Stewardship Council certified supplier
and is FSC Controlled, meaning that the wood complies with the standards of the Forest Stewardship
Council, which is an industry-recognized and independent, not-for-profit organization established to
promote responsible management of the world’s forests.   I’ve seen articles in the wood working
journals about Gibson Guitar’s commitment to the Forest Stewardship Council program.
 
The Obama administration contends that only finished wood products are allowed to be exported from
Madagascar and have told the Gibson Guitar company that all of this would go away if they moved
production into the country that exported the exotic woods.  Gibson is one of those rare companies that
has been able to keep ahead of foreign imports by focusing on top quality products, keeping hundreds
of jobs right here in the U.S.
 
I firmly believe that there is no such thing as a crazy person or a crazy law.   Most alleged insanity
usually looks reasonable once viewed from the correct angle.  If one believes the Cloward-Pivens
strategy is behind the Obama administration wanting to close down an American factory and send the
jobs to Madagascar, then this story begins to make perfect sense.
 
I am a former employer.   I’ve owned furniture factories and cabinet shops over the years, employing
from a few to over 40 employees.   My current shop was built to employ ten employees but the most
employees we could ever amass at once was eight.   The restriction was finding someone willing to
actually show up for work, and then once there, be willing to put in a productive eight hour day putting
out quality work.   Once people stuck around long enough to pick up the skills required to work
efficiently, they could earn as much as $15.00 per hour.  Not enough, I know, but with the other
cabinet shops employing illegal workers at $7.00 to $8.00 per hour, that was the best we could pay.  
The wood working industry has always had wages up to 60% less than other manufacturing industries,
the low barrier of entry for new shops  has always caused professional shops to compete with those
working in their garages or working on site to build cabinets, with the low overhead giving the
unprofessional shops a large advantage.
 
Low wages in itself isn’t 100% of the problem.   Once people figure out how to play the system, they
don’t need to work for low wages if they use Section 8 housing, free medical care at the emergency
room, food stamps, and the other welfare programs.  So companies like Gibson are hit with both low
price foreign competition and finding workers with enough self esteem that they are willing to work
rather than sit on the government dole.  And then the Obama administration wants to shut them down
and ship the jobs overseas.
 
I started winding down the number of employees I worked years ago.  When the internet age came
upon us it was obvious that if your quality was not the best, it mattered not what price range you were
in, unhappy customers would post bad references about your company online for all to see.  I’ve seen



comments where people talked about the price of a set of cabinets being the only standard toward
choosing a company because they could always demand quality.  Well, cabinets are like any other
product, you get what you pay for, all that type of customer can do is set themselves up for problems.  
So I decided to avoid the low end of the market, focusing on the upper end where one could charge
enough to do top notch work and avoid the bad reviews.  That meant that I could afford to hire only
the best workers, because the old system of bringing in a new hand and absorbing the cost reworking
his mistakes wasn’t possible anymore.
 
If a manufacture can manage to get past the foreign competition and the lack of work ethic in the
majority of the workers in the lower pay scales, then government regulation is still there to cause
problems.   It was bad enough back in the mid eighties when I had over 40 workers on my payroll,
with untold dozens more producing materials, supplies, or components for my factory.  It is ten times
worse these days as Gibson Guitar is finding out.
 
 

 
 
So like John Galt in Atlas Shrugged, I went on strike.   Now I work no employees, just do what I can
do by myself and I’ve found I make more than I did with eight employees even carrying the enormous
overhead of a 10,000 square foot shop.    This strategy is the only safe way to survive in business these
days unless you have a very profitable business and can just burn money to solve problems.  One
wonders how much of the current 9% unemployment and the enormous under employment is due to
capitalist like myself just refusing to play the game.
 

 
Is  The OBAMA REGIME ARMING U.S. STREET GANGS VIA ATF?

Indiana Gun Sales Draw Scrutiny
 
A few months back the ATF got caught letting weapons get smuggled into Mexico.   Allegedly part of
a sting operation to catch gun shops selling to buyers that weren’t legally able to purchase guns, they
termed it “gun walking” and as it turned out besides Mexico and Honduras, the ATF might be doing
this all over our country.   The article at this link  raises the question:  Is Obama arming the gangs and
Muslims using the ATF?   The story below talks about an Indiana gun walking scheme sanctioned by
the ATF.
 
Full story at Sipsey Street Irregulars 
 

BBQ Fund Raiser Set For Rep John Bennett September 15th
 



 
 

Don't forget about the John Bennett fund raiser at Sallisaw at the county fair barn at Redwood and
Shirley on Thursday night, the 15th of Sept. @6:00 pm .   I'll be doing some grassroots training after
the meal. The Bar B Q is free, but please contribute to the re-election campaign funds of Senator Mark
Allen and Rep. John Bennett.  Door prizes, silent auction, and donation jars will be at the door.  There
will be a live band, "War Pony", playing as well.
 
Also remember about the ArmesControl.Com trip on Saturday.  Meet at the
Newcastle Gaming Center before 7:00 am or call me before 9:00 am if you are
meeting us in Lawton.  Cell phone reception is spotty down South so call before
we get into the area!
 
 
 
 
If you forward this email be sure and take out the unsubscribe link before you send it to your friends.  
Click on the forward button, then scroll down to where the unsubscribe link is at the very bottom of the
email.  Highlight and it and delete, then it is safe to send.  If you forward this without deleting the
unsubscribe link, any person that unsubscribes will remove your email address from our data base.
 
  
 
 Remember that we meet each and every Wednesday night at 6:00 pm at The
Carpenter Shop, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK   call 405-412-6233 if you need
directions.  We work at the meetings, not talk.  Come help take your country back.
 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call
costs.  We are tightfisted, we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as
we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our
country. 
 
 To donate, send checks to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK 73127
 
Or visit soonerteaparty.org and use our PayPal link to donate using a credit card, a
debit card, or a bank transfer.
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From: Kloiber, Bill - DOA
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different planet called

command and control
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 4:19:02 PM

Ya, I was wonderin what kinda debrief yu gave her

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 5:15 PM
To: Marie Sanderson; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; debbie ; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov;
Kloiber, Bill - DOA
Subject: RE: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different
planet called command and control

Sorry I missed the call at 2pm/3pm today, sounds like OK may have been a little off message. Sorry
about that, we are in fact on the same page with all of you.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@governor.state.ms.us]
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 2:20 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; debbie ; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov
Cc: DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov; sverma
Subject: RE: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the NGA....they are just on a different
planet called command and control

Speaking of which, I'm about to write my memo for that phone call.
Here's a rough draft -- please do not forward but I'd be interested in
your comments as we all write our memos...... I just typed this out in
about 1 minute....

I think I'll begin with the state of play--

Two issues of disagreement-

1. Relief from the MOE:  We need MOE relief from both Congress and
Sebelius. It is not something that can be separated from this discussion
even though a letter was sent in January.  Any language about MOE should
address unfunded mandates.  Gov Gregoire will probably try to tell you
NGA has already addressed MOEs.

2. Block Grants: Some Democrats, notably Governor Patrick to this

mailto:Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:msanderson@governor.state.ms.us


discussion, oppose the block grant idea.

Governor Gregroire is upset with staff and had hoped that we would come
up with a list of things in which governors can agree, saving the last
couple of "hot" items for governors to resolve. She is concerned the one
governor on either side of the aisle can veto a consensus document.

Governor Heineman, through his leadership, identified on the front end
what our "line in the sand" would be.  1) Relief from MOE and 2) Block
grants.  Any list not including those items would be a deal breaker for
our caucus.

Politically, agreeing to a document with items that the Secretary might
approve while ignoring other items is not agreeable to either side.
Democrats are just as concerned about Chairman Ryan using what we
release as we are concerned about the President using what we produce.
(the President has referenced this NGA healthcare task force in his
remarks in the last couple of weeks, adding fuel to our concern that
HHS/WH is looking for us to produce something they can use).  Governor
Gregroire was going to talk to Governor Patrick about compromise
language on block grants, and, at this time, I am unaware of what such
language could include. I'd caution you on such a position.

The document, attached to your memo is lengthy.  It divides the subject
matters into three sections: high cost savers, middle and low cost
savers.  The details of the memo is not critical to your conversation
today.

My recommendation is that you support Governor Heineman and his efforts
to graciously conclude the NGA healthcare task force on the basis that
healthcare reform is very political and we are unable to agree on two of
the most important issues we face.  NGA should focus on the other 85% of
issues beyond healthcare where we do have agreement.

Reminder- We do have the RGPPC healthcare process which is still at the
Medicaid Director level but will be presented to Governors in the near
future for their edits and eventual approval/release.

>>> "Dona DeLeon"  04/26/11 12:49 PM >>>
No tomorrow at 3:00 - Wed



From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 1:48 PM
To: Dona DeLeon; 'debbie ; 'Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov';
'msanderson@governor.state.ms.us'; 'bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov'
Cc: 'sverma '; 'DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov'
Subject: Re: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the
NGA....they are just on a different planet called command and control

Is the Medicaid Task Force call for this afternoon still on? Sorry if I
missed a previous communication on it already.

From: Dona DeLeon [mailto:Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us]
Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2011 04:54 PM
To: debbie  ; Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov ;
msanderson@governor.state.ms.us ; Katie Altshuler;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov
Cc: sverma  ; DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov
Subject: Re: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the
NGA....they are just on a different planet called command and control

Geez that gov is SCAREY. Thanks debbie. Yu all shd read the wsj piece by
peggy noonan today, entitled obama is likely to lose.

________________________________

From: Debbie Hohlt
TCc: 'Seema Verma' ; DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov
Sent: Sat Apr 16 12:36:10 2011
Subject: This pretty much says it all about our efforts at the
NGA....they are just on a different planet called command and control

Applaud his move to contain costs - paying for outcomes not
fee-for-service using an accountable care model, but note my highlights,
like the the federal government's just released 500 pages of ACO regs,
Patrick believes the government - not patients - should drive the
decision-making and cost savings, they think they need to command and
control from Boston and/or Washington.

Back to previous page

________________________________

Massachusetts, pioneer of universal health care, now may try new
approach to costs

By Amy Goldstein  , Friday, April 15, 6:15 PM

BOSTON - Five years ago this week, Massachusetts became the first state

mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us


to move toward universal health insurance, foreshadowing the 2010
federal health-care overhaul  . Now, the commonwealth is debating
whether to become a role model again  by replacing the fee-for-service
system that has long defined U.S. medicine.

Massachusetts Gov. Deval L. Patrick (D) is trying to "shove," as he put
it, the health-care system here into a new era of cost control. He is
proposing a new way of paying for care that would try to propel changes
in the way it is delivered. It would give lump payments to teams of
doctors responsible for almost all the care of a group of patients, with
bonuses for saving money and dispensing high-caliber services that keep
people healthy.

The governor's plan   - stirring an impassioned debate inside the
gold-domed State House on Beacon Hill and among players in the state's
vaunted health-care industry - would make Massachusetts the only state
to promote wholesale new arrangements of "integrated care."

Massachusetts in 2006 created a health insurance exchange, a requirement
that most residents carry coverage and subsidies to help them pay for it
- central elements now in the federal law. As a result, 98 percent of
the residents here are now insured, the highest rate in the nation. But
the state's first round of health-care changes devoted far less
attention to medical costs.

"We did access first," said state Senate President Therese Murray (D).
"Now we have to figure out how we afford that."

With that question widely regarded here as unavoidable, "Massachusetts
is where the feds are going to be" in a few years, predicted Robert
Laszewski, a health industry consultant. "It's a time machine."

The governor's proposal builds on a surprising consensus among leaders
from the state's insurance and hospital industries, medical society,
legislature and governor's staff who served on a special state
commission assigned to diagnose the culprit behind the soaring medical
spending.

Fee-for-service medicine "is a primary contributor to escalating costs
and pervasive problems of uneven quality," the commission unanimously
concluded   in 2009.

Despite the consensus, huge questions loom: Who should be part of the
new medical teams? How would the idea work for most doctors who practice
alone or in small groups? How much clout should the state wield to blunt
the ability of powerful local health systems to drive up costs? And,
importantly, how heavy a hand should the government use to compel
change?

"We are preparing ourselves to grapple with a certain amount of
constructive disruption in the industry," Patrick said in a lengthy
interview. "It's a journey."

In the pressure-cooker of medical costs in the United States,
Massachusetts offers a particularly vivid example. The spending per
person on health care is 15 percent higher than the national average -
even taking into account the comparatively high wages here and outsize
role of medical research and training. The move to near-universal
coverage, state figures show, accounts for a sliver of recent increases
in insurance premiums, which have soared above inflation. The main



reason has been a rapid escalation in prices.

"The growth is outstripping every single measure of society's ability to
keep up," said Glen Shor, executive director of the Commonwealth Health
Insurance Connector, which runs the insurance exchange.

Having committed to health care for almost everyone, Shor said,
Massachusetts does not have the same "safety valve" as other states,
which are carving services and sometimes people from public health and
insurance programs. "As a result, we have to, more than anywhere else,
stare squarely at cost containment."

In this climate, the private health-care marketplace already is taking
steps away from fee-for-service, the method by which doctors, hospitals
and others who treat patients are paid for each service they provide.
The rationale is that such a system rewards more care rather than
coordinated treatment and upfront care that can lessen the need for more
expensive services later on.

The biggest move is being made by Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Massachusetts, the commonwealth's largest insurer. In 2009 it began a
new payment system called Alternative Quality Contracts with some of the
doctors and hospitals in its network.

The arrangement is a version of the accountable care organizations that
the federal government also is trying to encourage in Medicare. They pay
teams of doctors or hospitals a lump sum or what is called a "global
budget" for the patients assigned to them. If a team can provide care
for less, it keeps some of the savings, assuming it also meets enough of
64 measures of quality that Blue Cross has defined. Today, about
one-third of the primary care doctors in Blue Cross's network are taking
part. A half-million HMO patients have been put in them - but not told
by the insurer.

The arrangement is voluntary, but Andrew Dreyfus, Blue Cross's president
and chief executive, said that if doctors and others stay with the old
fee-for-service model, "we can no longer pay the kind of price increases
we have . . . in the past."

Some doctors are embracing the new way of working. David C. Pickul is
the medical director of the physicians group affiliated with Lowell
General Hospital, in an economically bruised community about 30 miles
northwest of Boston. The group is in the third year of a five-year
"alternative quality" contract with Blue Cross involving a hub of 70
primary care doctors and a looser group of 200 specialists who are
responsible for 20,000 HMO patients. The team now has a financial
incentive, Pickul said, to track down patients when it is time for their
mammograms or for eye exams for those with diabetes. Under Blue Cross's
quality rating, Lowell has soared the past two years.

Blue Cross is not alone. At Partners HealthCare, the famous Boston-based
medical system that dominates health care here, Massachusetts General
Hospital has been conducting a Medicare experiment in which nurses are
assigned to coordinate care for about 2,500 older patients with multiple
ailments. The experiment, which began five years ago, so far has reduced
hospital re-admissions by one-fifth and cut medical spending by 7
percent.

"Frankly, the market has already . . . responded," said Gary Gottlieb,
Partners' president and chief executive. "There is enough momentum for



us to do this without instrumental regulation" by the state.

The governor and some other officials disagree. The need to lower costs,
they say, is urgent enough that the government should step in, and they
have been laying groundwork.

A 2008 law that created the special commission also gave the state
sweeping new powers to document the problems of medical costs. Attorney
General Martha Coakley used new subpoena power to produce a report
laying out large disparities in hospitals' prices and concluding that
they are unrelated to the quality of their care, the sickness of their
patients or whether the institution is a teaching factor that drives prices was "market leverage," Coakley
wrote, singling
out Partners as the greatest offender.

Then, in a February 2010 speech before the Greater Boston Chamber of
Commerce, Patrick "just lost my patience," he recalled. Unless insurers
lower their prices, he told the audience, he would direct the insurance
commissioner to take the unprecedented step of rejecting any rates the
state viewed as excessive.

"I said, 'Look, something has got to give,' " he said in the interview.
"They didn't think I would do it." But on April 1 last year, the
commissioner rejected 235 of 274 proposed increases for individuals and
small businesses.

Some insurers sued. Eventually, many settled with the state for smaller
increases. "I meant to get people's attention, and we did," Patrick
said. This year, insurers returned with smaller increases.

The commonwealth has begun to use its large purchasing power - through
Medicaid, subsidies for people to buy coverage in the exchange and
insurance for state and municipal workers. For instance, in November,
Massachusetts Health and Human Services Secretary JudyAnn Bigby said,
Medicaid began an experiment with "medical homes" that coordinate care
for the patients of about 200 doctors statewide.

The governor's legislative proposal, introduced in February, would go
further, setting changes in motion for both public and private
insurance. In addition to the goals for a broad shift to global payments
within four years, it would give the insurance commissioner authority to
reject insurance rates based on the prices providers charge.

Such a plan has influential allies, including Murray, the state Senate
president, who is urging fellow lawmakers to adopt the global payments
plan this year.

"We've seen how patients in these integrated care organizations are much
healthier and happier. . . . It has been a godsend," said Brian Rosman,
research director of a group called Health Care for All that is part of
a new coalition pushing for the governor's proposal.

Skeptics urge caution. House Majority Leader Ronald Mariano (D) says the
state "ought to take more time. You turn the system upside down, you
don't educate people sufficiently, you are going to have a repeat of
what we had in the '90s with the [backlash against] HMOs."

And Alice Coombs, president of the Massachusetts Medical Society, is
especially concerned about physicians who work alone or in small groups,
older physicians who might choose to retire rather than switch or new



doctors who might leave for other states.

Among the biggest unresolved questions - for critics and supporters
alike - is what the government would do if the shift to global payments
and integrated care did not reach the goals by 2015. Patrick is
admittedly vague on the question. "Yes, there should be
accountabilities," he said. "I am not persuaded that the market is going
to get this right all by itself."

But he said, "I don't want to pre-suppose" the precise power the state
should have to force changes. The bill we filed," the governor said, "is
to provoke a debate, not to conclude it."

goldsteina@washpost.com

(c) 2011 The Washington Post Company

Deborah Hohlt

202-624-1474 (office)

(cell)



From: Denise Northrup
To: White, Terri L
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Preston Doerflinger; Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: In The News - CMS
Date: Friday, December 23, 2011 8:58:00 AM

Well we had them swept when we took office, perhaps it needs to be done again!

-----Original Message-----
From: White, Terri L [mailto:TLWhite@odmhsas.org]
Sent: Thursday, December 22, 2011 9:38 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Preston Doerflinger; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Re: In The News - CMS

Timing is uncanny!  You're sure your offices aren't bugged right?  :)

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 22, 2011, at 4:34 PM, "Denise Northrup"
<Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov<mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>> wrote:

Timing is everything…not sure I’ve ever seen an email like this before from him!!

From: Mike Fogarty [mailto:Mike.Fogarty@okhca.org]
Sent: Thursday, December 22, 2011 4:30 PM
Subject: In The News - CMS

Hello,
I take great pride in Oklahoma as I’m sure you do also. From time to time, we find news articles,
studies or other pieces that highlight some of our state’s accomplishments or feature some of our
wonderful residents. I would like to take the opportunity to share this information with you on occasion.
Below is the first such piece. It features a wonderful story about an Oklahoma mother and her child. I
hope you enjoy it as much as I did.
I welcome any thoughts or feedback.

Sincerely,
Mike Fogarty
CEO, Oklahoma Health Care Authority
______________________________________________

Thursday, November 10, 2011
Faces of Medicaid
Kaiser Family Foundation

Medicaid, the public program that provides health and long-term care coverage for low-income
individuals and families, covers about 60 million people currently, or 1 in 5 Americans. Medicaid
beneficiaries include pregnant women, children and families, individuals with disabilities, and seniors.
During down economies, Medicaid places pressure on state and federal budgets as the number of
people who qualify for the program grows. Without Medicaid, most of its beneficiaries would be
uninsured or lack coverage for essential care. Although Medicaid reaches many poor Americans, it does
not reach all of them. Under the new health reform law, beginning in 2014, millions of uninsured, low-
income Americans will gain health coverage through a major expansion of Medicaid

·         Read All The Faces Of Medicaid Profiles<http://facesofmedicaid.kff.org/facesofmedicaid.aspx>

·         Read The Oklahoma



Profile<http://facesofmedicaid.kff.org/~/media/Files/KFF%20Faces%20of%20Medicaid/8250aburkepdf.pdf
>

Anthony Burke, 11
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

“…I’m just really grateful. The Medicaid SoonerCare program has had a profound effect on my family.” –
Anthony’s mother, Latrita

Latrita McFadden noticed from the beginning that her son, Anthony Burke, now age 11, always walked
on his tiptoes. When he began to complain that his knees were hurting, she tried to get help. Latrita
took him from doctor to doctor, but she was advised each time that Anthony would probably grow out
of it and no one referred her to a specialist. Anthony fared well enough until he started school, where
he was taunted about his walk and also about a speech impairment. “He used to walk around with his
head low and just kind of avoid everybody,” Latrita reports. Anthony became withdrawn and would not
read aloud in class. His first-grade teacher held him back, saying that he was immature and unable to
speak well enough to rise to second grade.

Things changed dramatically for Anthony when, newly covered by SoonerCare (Oklahoma’s Medicaid
program), he received some much-needed care. Latrita took him to a new primary care doctor, who
referred him to a specialist about his walking. That led them to an orthopedist, who diagnosed
Anthony’s shorter-than-normal Achilles’ tendons and operated on one of his feet (he will need the same
surgery on his other foot). Anthony also began to get speech therapy as well as some counseling. 
According to his mother, “Once he got that surgery and he stopped walking on his toes like he was
doing, his self-confidence skyrocketed.” Shortly after the operation on his foot, Anthony “graduated out”
of speech therapy, and though he continues his exercises on his own, he no longer needs to see the
physical therapist either.

Latrita has trouble containing her amazement as she describes a boy who now has the self-esteem not
only to speak, but to serve as junior deacon in his church and run for student body president. And in a
sharp contrast to a few years ago, his fifth-grade teacher now has him tutoring other students in his
class. Anthony didn’t win the school election, but he says he’s going to run next year and keep on
running until he wins. His mother enjoys the unintended pun, “It’s funny because he says, literally, I’m
going to keep on running… He knows he can run and his feet are working like they’re supposed to
work now.”

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Craig Perry
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 2:32:24 PM

Just spoke with Rep. Nollan (one of "the 12") and she is very regretful and wants to express her
regrets to the Governor about the press release. 

 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:52 PM
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
 
Shocker – Jamison faught printing something factually incorrect??? Omg!
 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:52 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor
 
That's inaccurate. Not all of them voted for it. Vaughn voted no and Dustin Roberts walked the vote. 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:49 PM
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
 
From Muskogee politico:
 
12 freshmen Republican legislators issued a press release last night encouraging the state to
return or not accept any federal money associated with ObamaCare and the controversial 'early
innovator' grant. This was apparently prompted by the backlash and uproar over the House
passage of HB2130. Ironically, each of the twelve legislators in the press release voted for
HB2130, despite the fact that many of the points made in their press release were made by
opponents of HB2130 before these twelve voted for the bill.

 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor
 
Aaron Stiles was bragging about "freshman leadership" earlier today and he has been pretty vocal. 

 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:24 PM
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
 
Fyi – its my opinion that we make them sweat this one out. I want to know who the ringleader is –



and if its randy, I want to know.
 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 10:59 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Meeting with the Governor
Importance: High
 

 
From: Randy Grau [mailto:Randy.Grau@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Craig Perry 
Cc: Elise Hall <Elise.Hall@okhouse.gov>; Josh Cockroft <Josh.Cockroft@okhouse.gov>; Jadine Nollan
<Jadine.Nollan@okhouse.gov>; Rusty Farley <Rusty.Farley@okhouse.gov>; Marty Quinn
<Marty.Quinn@okhouse.gov>; Steve Vaughan <Steve.Vaughan@okhouse.gov>; Dustin Roberts
<Dustin.Roberts@okhouse.gov>; Sean Roberts <Sean.Roberts@okhouse.gov>; Aaron Stiles
<Aaron.Stiles@okhouse.gov>; Dennis Casey <Dennis.Casey@okhouse.gov>; Tom Newell
<Tom.Newell@okhouse.gov> 
Subject: Meeting with the Governor 
 
Hi Craig-
I, along with some other freshman representatives, would like to have an opportunity to meet
with the Governor briefly to discuss the “Early Innovator” grant.  As you know, several GOP
freshman, most of who support the Oklahoma health insurance exchange, issued a statement
encouraging the rejection of the federal funds.  Our intent was simply to make record of our
opinion.  Unfortunately, some have interpreted this statement as singling out our Governor or
standing in opposition to her.  This was not the intent and we would like the opportunity to
confirm our support of the Governor and commitment to her leadership.  Please “reply all” to
let us know when she may be available, and thank you in advance for your help with this
issue.
 
Most sincerely,
Randy  
 
Representative Randy Grau
Oklahoma House of Representatives District 81
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd. Room 324
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 557-7360
Randy.Grau@okhouse.gov
 
 



From: Craig Perry
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:51:38 PM

That's inaccurate. Not all of them voted for it. Vaughn voted no and Dustin Roberts walked the vote. 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:49 PM
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
 
From Muskogee politico:
 
12 freshmen Republican legislators issued a press release last night encouraging the state to
return or not accept any federal money associated with ObamaCare and the controversial 'early
innovator' grant. This was apparently prompted by the backlash and uproar over the House
passage of HB2130. Ironically, each of the twelve legislators in the press release voted for
HB2130, despite the fact that many of the points made in their press release were made by
opponents of HB2130 before these twelve voted for the bill.

 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor
 
Aaron Stiles was bragging about "freshman leadership" earlier today and he has been pretty vocal. 

 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:24 PM
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
 
Fyi – its my opinion that we make them sweat this one out. I want to know who the ringleader is –
and if its randy, I want to know.
 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 10:59 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Meeting with the Governor
Importance: High
 

 
From: Randy Grau [mailto:Randy.Grau@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Craig Perry 
Cc: Elise Hall <Elise.Hall@okhouse.gov>; Josh Cockroft <Josh.Cockroft@okhouse.gov>; Jadine Nollan
<Jadine.Nollan@okhouse.gov>; Rusty Farley <Rusty.Farley@okhouse.gov>; Marty Quinn
<Marty.Quinn@okhouse.gov>; Steve Vaughan <Steve.Vaughan@okhouse.gov>; Dustin Roberts
<Dustin.Roberts@okhouse.gov>; Sean Roberts <Sean.Roberts@okhouse.gov>; Aaron Stiles
<Aaron.Stiles@okhouse.gov>; Dennis Casey <Dennis.Casey@okhouse.gov>; Tom Newell
<Tom.Newell@okhouse.gov> 



Subject: Meeting with the Governor 
 
Hi Craig-
I, along with some other freshman representatives, would like to have an opportunity to meet
with the Governor briefly to discuss the “Early Innovator” grant.  As you know, several GOP
freshman, most of who support the Oklahoma health insurance exchange, issued a statement
encouraging the rejection of the federal funds.  Our intent was simply to make record of our
opinion.  Unfortunately, some have interpreted this statement as singling out our Governor or
standing in opposition to her.  This was not the intent and we would like the opportunity to
confirm our support of the Governor and commitment to her leadership.  Please “reply all” to
let us know when she may be available, and thank you in advance for your help with this
issue.
 
Most sincerely,
Randy  
 
Representative Randy Grau
Oklahoma House of Representatives District 81
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd. Room 324
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 557-7360
Randy.Grau@okhouse.gov
 
 



From: Craig Perry
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:27:09 PM

Aaron Stiles was bragging about "freshman leadership" earlier today and he has been pretty vocal. 

 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:24 PM
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
 
Fyi – its my opinion that we make them sweat this one out. I want to know who the ringleader is –
and if its randy, I want to know.
 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 10:59 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Meeting with the Governor
Importance: High
 

 
From: Randy Grau [mailto:Randy.Grau@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Craig Perry 
Cc: Elise Hall <Elise.Hall@okhouse.gov>; Josh Cockroft <Josh.Cockroft@okhouse.gov>; Jadine Nollan
<Jadine.Nollan@okhouse.gov>; Rusty Farley <Rusty.Farley@okhouse.gov>; Marty Quinn
<Marty.Quinn@okhouse.gov>; Steve Vaughan <Steve.Vaughan@okhouse.gov>; Dustin Roberts
<Dustin.Roberts@okhouse.gov>; Sean Roberts <Sean.Roberts@okhouse.gov>; Aaron Stiles
<Aaron.Stiles@okhouse.gov>; Dennis Casey <Dennis.Casey@okhouse.gov>; Tom Newell
<Tom.Newell@okhouse.gov> 
Subject: Meeting with the Governor 
 
Hi Craig-
I, along with some other freshman representatives, would like to have an opportunity to meet
with the Governor briefly to discuss the “Early Innovator” grant.  As you know, several GOP
freshman, most of who support the Oklahoma health insurance exchange, issued a statement
encouraging the rejection of the federal funds.  Our intent was simply to make record of our
opinion.  Unfortunately, some have interpreted this statement as singling out our Governor or
standing in opposition to her.  This was not the intent and we would like the opportunity to
confirm our support of the Governor and commitment to her leadership.  Please “reply all” to
let us know when she may be available, and thank you in advance for your help with this
issue.
 
Most sincerely,
Randy  
 
Representative Randy Grau
Oklahoma House of Representatives District 81
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd. Room 324
Oklahoma City, OK 73105



(405) 557-7360
Randy.Grau@okhouse.gov
 
 



From: Denise Northrup
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 2:35:22 PM

They were contemplating a second release and have since decided not to.

We don't have time for a meeting right now, but you can tell regretful freshmen that you will pass
the message along.
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 02:32 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor 
 
Just spoke with Rep. Nollan (one of "the 12") and she is very regretful and wants to express her
regrets to the Governor about the press release. 

 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:52 PM
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
 
Shocker – Jamison faught printing something factually incorrect??? Omg!
 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:52 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor
 
That's inaccurate. Not all of them voted for it. Vaughn voted no and Dustin Roberts walked the vote. 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:49 PM
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
 
From Muskogee politico:
 
12 freshmen Republican legislators issued a press release last night encouraging the state to
return or not accept any federal money associated with ObamaCare and the controversial 'early
innovator' grant. This was apparently prompted by the backlash and uproar over the House
passage of HB2130. Ironically, each of the twelve legislators in the press release voted for
HB2130, despite the fact that many of the points made in their press release were made by
opponents of HB2130 before these twelve voted for the bill.

 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler



Subject: Re: Meeting with the Governor
 
Aaron Stiles was bragging about "freshman leadership" earlier today and he has been pretty vocal. 

 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:24 PM
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Meeting with the Governor 
 
Fyi – its my opinion that we make them sweat this one out. I want to know who the ringleader is –
and if its randy, I want to know.
 

From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 10:59 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Meeting with the Governor
Importance: High
 

 
From: Randy Grau [mailto:Randy.Grau@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 10:55 AM
To: Craig Perry 
Cc: Elise Hall <Elise.Hall@okhouse.gov>; Josh Cockroft <Josh.Cockroft@okhouse.gov>; Jadine Nollan
<Jadine.Nollan@okhouse.gov>; Rusty Farley <Rusty.Farley@okhouse.gov>; Marty Quinn
<Marty.Quinn@okhouse.gov>; Steve Vaughan <Steve.Vaughan@okhouse.gov>; Dustin Roberts
<Dustin.Roberts@okhouse.gov>; Sean Roberts <Sean.Roberts@okhouse.gov>; Aaron Stiles
<Aaron.Stiles@okhouse.gov>; Dennis Casey <Dennis.Casey@okhouse.gov>; Tom Newell
<Tom.Newell@okhouse.gov> 
Subject: Meeting with the Governor 
 
Hi Craig-
I, along with some other freshman representatives, would like to have an opportunity to meet
with the Governor briefly to discuss the “Early Innovator” grant.  As you know, several GOP
freshman, most of who support the Oklahoma health insurance exchange, issued a statement
encouraging the rejection of the federal funds.  Our intent was simply to make record of our
opinion.  Unfortunately, some have interpreted this statement as singling out our Governor or
standing in opposition to her.  This was not the intent and we would like the opportunity to
confirm our support of the Governor and commitment to her leadership.  Please “reply all” to
let us know when she may be available, and thank you in advance for your help with this
issue.
 
Most sincerely,
Randy  
 
Representative Randy Grau
Oklahoma House of Representatives District 81
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd. Room 324
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 557-7360
Randy.Grau@okhouse.gov
 
 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Craig Perry; Wendy Gregory; Denise Northrup; Kaleb Bennett
Subject: Re: Meetings with Reps/Senators
Date: Thursday, March 31, 2011 8:47:37 PM

Nothing in particular I can think of. Hot topic is the exchange, but do not bring it up if they don't! If
they do, I think it is best to say that you understand we are working on a solution to satisfy as many
legislators as possible but also protect the state from the forced implementation of obamacare!

----- Original Message -----
From: Craig Perry
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 08:39 PM
To: Wendy Gregory; Denise Northrup; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meetings with Reps/Senators

Would not be surprised if McPeak brings up the Creek Nation compact.  He has been asking the
Governor to sign a compact.  Sec. Coffee, Judy and I met with McPeak and tribal leaders in February.
However, I don't think anything has been decided. 

----- Original Message -----
From: Wendy Gregory
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 08:33 PM
To: Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meetings with Reps/Senators

No, introductory meeting primarily.

----- Original Message -----
From: Craig Perry
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 08:31 PM
To: Wendy Gregory; Denise Northrup; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Meetings with Reps/Senators

Any specific topic?

----- Original Message -----
From: Wendy Gregory
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 08:30 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Meetings with Reps/Senators

I'm meeting with Rep. McPeak, Sen. Brinkley and Sen. David tomorrow-any thoughts on what to
expect/say/not say to them?



From: Denise Northrup
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage Return of Federal "Obamacare" Funds
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 7:16:21 PM

Hope they don't need help w/reelections
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 05:12 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage Return of Federal "Obamacare" Funds 
 
Gotta love freshmen! 
 
From: Ray Carter [mailto:carterra@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 05:02 PM
To: Ray Carter <carterra@okhouse.gov> 
Subject: Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage Return of Federal "Obamacare" Funds 
 

 
Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
April 13, 2011

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact info below
 

Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage
Return of Federal “Obamacare” Funds

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Freshman Republican representatives are encouraging state officials
to not accept federal funds promised to Oklahoma under an “Early Innovator” grant
authorized by the federal Affordable Care Act.
            In February, the House approved HB 2130, which establishes a state health insurance
exchange.  The bill did not include a provision to accept or deny the $54M grant.
            “What we voted for was a free-market exchange based on choice and competition,
which will ultimately lower health care costs,” said Rep. Randy Grau, R-Edmond.  “We did
not vote to accept federal money that may require us to set up a federal health care system.”
            “Since the vote on HB 2130, it has become increasingly apparent that we cannot
accept this money without also accepting the strings attached to it,” said Rep. Elise Hall, R-
Oklahoma City.  “It is time to go on record that we do not want this money, but instead, we
want to set up an exchange that is right for Oklahoma, not Washington D.C.”
            “We join Senator Tom Coburn and many conservative organizations in supporting
health insurance exchanges like that established in Utah,” said Rep. Tom Newell, R-
Seminole.  “But we think it is important to sever any ties to Obamacare, which means that the

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov


federal funds need to be rejected.”
            “The idea of an exchange based upon free-market principles comes from the Heritage
Foundation, a leading conservative think tank,” said Rep. Sean Roberts, R-Hominy.  “The
idea was around before President Obama, but it appears he is now trying to use exchanges to
push federal health care.”
            “We will continue to work with the Governor and House leadership in promoting
Oklahoma health care solutions, not Washington D.C. solutions,” said Rep. Marty Quinn, R-
Claremore.
            “Many of us in the House campaigned on the platform of free market principles. If we
accept federal money with strings attached, we are going back on our word,” said Rep. Josh
Cockroft, R-Tecumseh. “It is time for us to sever any ties to Obamacare and allow the private
sector to thrive under these free market principles.”
            “I strongly support the private sector and oppose Obamacare and the use of federal
money for a health care exchange,” said Rep. Dennis Casey, R-Morrison.
            “The state must learn to stop accepting federal money and let Oklahomans take care
of Oklahoma,” said Rep. Aaron Stiles, R-Norman.
            “The attachment of the federal money and its link to federal health care was not fully
recognized before the vote on the exchange,” said Rep. Dustin Roberts, R-Durant.
            “Clarification of the issue seems to tie federal grant money to the Obamacare effort,”
said Rep. Jadine Nollan, R-Sand Springs.  “I support an Oklahoma health insurance exchange
without any federal ties.”
 
For further comment:
Contact: State Rep. Randy Grau                    Contact: State Rep. Josh Cockroft
Capitol: (405) 557-7360                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7349
 
Contact: State Rep. Dennis Casey                  Contact: State Rep. Rusty Farley
Capitol: (405) 557-7344                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7363
 
Contact: State Rep. Elise Hall                                    Contact: State Rep. Tom Newell
Capitol: (405) 557-7403                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7372
 
Contact: State Rep. Jadine Nollan                  Contact: State Rep. Marty Quinn
Capitol: (405) 557-7390                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7380
 
Contact: State Rep. Dustin Roberts               Contact: State Rep. Sean Roberts
Capitol: (405) 557-7366                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7322
 
Contact: State Rep. Aaron Stiles                    Contact: State Rep. Steve Vaughan
Capitol: (405) 557-7386                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7355
 

-30-
 
 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
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warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any



liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
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From: Debbie Hohlt
To: Smith, Dennis G - DHS; Marie Sanderson; Katie Altshuler; Dona deLeon; Seema Verma; Bill - DOA Kloiber
Subject: Re: NGA Executive Committee Call
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 5:14:40 PM

My guess is we could get 29 govs on board with some time.
Debbie Hohlt
202-624-1474 (office)

 (mobile)

-----Original Message-----
From: "Smith, Dennis G - DHS" <DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov>
Date: Fri, 8 Apr 2011 14:26:48
To: 'debbie >;
'msanderson@governor.state.ms.us'<msanderson@governor.state.ms.us>;
'Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov'<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>;
'Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us'<Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us>;
'sverma  Kloiber, Bill -
DOA<Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov>
Subject: Re: NGA Executive Committee Call

Kansas and ga very interested, may sign on with a little time to touch bases. Thanks. Dennis

----- Original Message -----
From: Debbie Hohlt [mailto ]
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 02:00 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@governor.state.ms.us>; Smith, Dennis G - DHS; Kate Altshuler
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Dona deLeon <Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us>; Seema Verma
< >; Kloiber, Bill - DOA
Subject: Re: NGA Executive Committee Call

Great points!
Debbie Hohlt
202-624-1474 (office)

 (mobile)

-----Original Message-----
From: "Marie Sanderson" <msanderson@governor.state.ms.us>
Date: Fri, 08 Apr 2011 13:35:58
To: <DennisG.Smith@dhs.wisconsin.gov>; <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>;
<Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us>; <debbie >; <sverma >;
<Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov>
Subject: Re: NGA Executive Committee Call

Debbie,

This is a great summary. I'm going to go further in my memo to Governor Barbour and recommend that
our governors put their energies in vetting the WI, LA, IN, VA, SC document through the RGPPC
process with all of our R govs as a baseline doc to decipher what it is we are "for".  We should spend
more time working through the R govs rather than watering down our efforts through NGA for the
reasons indicated in your email.

I'm an advocate for slowing down the NGA process through the summer meeting, until we have some
parameters for what the unified R position can be. While I realize we need to find a way to work with
the Democrats through NGA, I don't necessarily think this healthcare issue ought to be where we
extend an olive branch. Obamacare doesn't work, won't work and whatever we agree to through this
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process can and will be used against us.

>>> "Debbie Hohlt"  04/08/11 1:29 PM >>>
Hi guys.

Here are some suggested message points for the Republican Governor's calls
on Sunday/Monday with Governor Heineman.  After speaking with some of you, I
think I've captured our take on the situation and the decision for moving
forward Governors need to make.  Please let me know your comments.  Hope
this helps you with any briefing you might provide your Governor before the
call(s).  I'd welcome your comments/ideas/suggestions.

1.       NGA Staff led by Governor Gregoire's team is pushing a
comprehensive effort to find consensus on a Medicaid reform proposal that
would be shared very publicly with Hill leaders and Secretary Sebelius I
mid-May.

2.      To date, all ideas (the good, the bad and the ugly) have been put on
the table through an open process led by the NGA.  The next step is for
Executive Committee staff representatives to come to consensus on reform
elements we can agree upon.

3.      Democrat Governors recently sent a letter to Hill leadership stating
their objections to a mandatory Medicaid block grant, although it seems they
are open to an optional block grant proposal - no details provided on what
that might look like however.  Our understanding is that the assignment from
the Governor's only meeting on health care was to find some common ground on
a block grant proposal.  We are not off to a good start. 

4.      We have concerns that this NGA effort will result in a least common
denominator document that undermines Hill leadership efforts to put forth
serious reforms as illustrated in the Ryan FY12 proposal.  A watered down
NGA proposal will offer the Administration a tool to use in hearings, press
releases, speeches and other communication vehicles to paint the Republican
proposals on the Hill as too radical even for our nation's Governors.

5.      For some unstated reason, there is a rush to find consensus to get
this NGA Medicaid Reform proposal to Governors for approval by the end of
April and up on the Hill by mid-May.   Conspiracy theories abound.

6.      Finally, a small group of health policy staff from key states (WI,
LA, IN, VA, SC) are working on a comprehensive Medicaid Reform proposal that
expands on the Ryan budget proposal and offers bold flexibility, state



control and cost containment strategies for this runaway entitlement
program.  (DRAFT document attached).   LA and SC are anxious to release the
document although other states have not fully vetted internally.

7.      Republican Governors on the Executive Committee should have an
honest conversation about the political strategy of working with the NGA on
consensus proposals and/or moving with a more aggressive agenda on their
own. 

Text of DGA letter to Hill leadership:

Dear Majority Leader Reid, Minority Leader McConnell, Speaker Boehner, and
Minority Leader Pelosi:

We strongly oppose a congressionally-mandated block grant of federal
Medicaid spending, which would shift costs and risk to states. Such a cost
shift would severely undercut our ability to provide health care to our
residents and adequately pay providers.

The current Medicaid financing structure is a partnership between federal
and state governments that provides basic access to health care for the poor
and disabled.  The cost of providing this care has grown as a percentage of
both federal and state budgets as health care costs have increased and as
the economy faltered making more Americans unable to provide for their basic
health needs.  As Governors managing budgets in a difficult fiscal
environment, we have pursued strategies to reduce Medicaid costs while still
preserving the integrity of the program.  We are concerned that Congress, in
an attempt to reduce the federal deficit, may pursue the exact opposite
course of action by creating a mandated block grant which would do little to
address cost growth while shifting costs to states and threatening program
integrity. 

A Medicaid block grant imposed unilaterally by Congress on all states that
would cap the federal government's share of costs and provide fixed annual
funding below the projected growth of program costs is simply unacceptable.
The inadequacy of funding would grow over time and would be exacerbated by
unanticipated increases in health care costs or enrollment.  The costs of
population increases, aging populations, economic downturns, natural
disasters, new diseases or epidemics would all be shouldered by states.
States would be forced to bear all costs after hitting the annual cap just
as the "baby boom" generation is entering their retirement years with a
likely steep increase in their health care and long term care costs over the
next few decades. The ensuing funding shortfall would leave states with an
untenable choice between increasing taxes, cutting other state programs, or
cutting eligibility, benefits, or provider payments.

In the face of state and federal budget pressures and rising health care
costs, we need federal policy that creates cost savings, not cost shifting.
States are already innovating within Medicaid, and the current financing
system provides ample room to manage our Medicaid programs to provide
increasingly efficient quality care.



We continue to seek greater flexibility to improve our Medicaid programs in
ways that work for our individual states and we welcome a productive
conversation about how the federal government can maintain its critical role
in funding the safety net and maintaining national standards while
facilitating state-level innovation.  Still, we reject the notion that
flexibility can only be provided to states if it is tied to a transformation
of the Medicaid program's finances that significantly shifts costs and risks
to states. 

Sincerely,

Deborah Hohlt

202-624-1474 (office)

 (cell)



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: Re: Health care concerns
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 12:05:26 PM

Alex and I are coming. On our way down. Have to be at health dept at one so may need to take my
own car

----- Original Message -----
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: RE: Health care concerns

Anybody up for a quick Big Truck lunch?

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:56 AM
To: Kaleb Bennett; Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

It should be noted however, that Coburn is not opposed to exchanges in fact he proposes them in his
Health Care Reform bill of 2009.

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:50 AM
To: Kaleb Bennett; Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

Word is already out and has been, Coburn is not in favor of taking the money.  But he is not in the
Governors position. If the law is not overturned we will have to implement obamacare anyway, this is
not new.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kaleb Bennett
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:47 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

True but they hate are afraid the grant will tie us to a program we don't want.

My understanding is Coburn is against states taking such grant money. Once word gets out about that
we won't be able to get these votes back.

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:38 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
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Okay, what coffee said!

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:37 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

There is language in the bill saying that it will be funded through federal grant money. Speaker included
that language thinking at the time that if it included state money it would not get passed because of
the budget shortfall. You can say we are requesting that provision be stricken from the bill.

We are also working on additional recommendations with regard to representation on the governance
board, but no details yet, but you can say that we are open to considering/ recommending changes.
Ultimately it is the Speakers bill and in Senate hands and they decide what changes are made, so I
want to be a little careful.

----- Original Message -----
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:38 AM
To: Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: RE: Health care concerns

The grant money  ISN'T in the bill.  We don't need legislative approval to accept the grant.

-----Original Message-----
From: Craig Perry
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:27 AM
To: Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup; Glenn
Coffee
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

McCullough just basically told me the same thing and also that Newberry told him the Senate wants to
strike the grant money language out of the bill.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kaleb Bennett
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:12 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Health care concerns

Sent this to Denise and Glenn didn't mean to leave u guys off

----- Original Message -----
From: Kaleb Bennett
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:10 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Health care concerns

I think we need to get these Senators in a room and go over their concerns. They are all over the map
about the grant funds and this obligates the state. Also Coburn is opposed and is likely to say so soon.
We may not get these guys back if that happens.

Brecheen and Treat both Coburn staffers r on the retirement and insurance cmte. Coburn says its a bad



idea to take the grant money we'll likely lose their vote.



From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’
Date: Friday, July 15, 2011 4:12:54 PM

Not really talking about her specifically, don't want gop to sit on their ass and let the d's take potshots.
Rga can take the lead

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 04:10 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

Ok. I definitely don’t think we need to do anything. Certainly nobody has asked us

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 4:03 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

Looks like only one blog has picked up his statement. Talking to other staff ti see what they r going to
do

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 03:13 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

Having thought about it, from a purely self-interested Republican Governor perspective its of course
better to respond immediately.

But given there are like 3 different republican plans and negotiations hovering on the brink of collapse, I
can see the congressional people just wanting us to shut up.

How did the bloomberg interview go?

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 3:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

That was my point, I know boehner wants us to keep our powder dry but I don't think he's helping us
much...I will talk to others here

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 03:00 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

No. I think it makes sense to respond immediately.

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
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Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 2:57 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

Yes I know, but do you think waiting until the govs meet saturday am is wise? I think that shows a lack
of leadership

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 02:51 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

I think the rga should handle it

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 02:29 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

Thoughts? I don't think we should wait another media cycle to respond to the d's

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 02:06 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Fw: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

See re/ staff debt limit discussion

----- Original Message -----
From: Debbie Hohlt [mailto: ]
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 01:36 PM
To: 'Dona DeLeon' <Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us>; msanderson@governor.state.ms.us
<msanderson@governor.state.ms.us>; Katie Altshuler; Lauren.Kintner@nebraska.gov
<Lauren.Kintner@nebraska.gov>
Subject: RE: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

And the answer is....Cut more and give us more flexibility....on all areas, not just healthcare.  Get the
EPA under control and stop the regulatory madness which is killing jobs.  Grow the economcy and
revenues will go up -- put in place pro-business, pro-growth policies that will free up some of the capital
businesses are afraid to spend because the Obama Administration says one thing and allows its
agencies to do another....or, and ObamaCare is just another unfunded entitlement that needs to be
repealed...Democrat governors are just whining because they are afraid to make the hard decisions,
they'd rather have Washington do it for them.

Deborah Hohlt
202-624-1474 (office)

 (cell)

-----Original Message-----
From: Dona DeLeon [mailto:Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us]
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 2:32 PM
To: msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov; debbie ;
Lauren.Kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: Re: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

The govs only on sat will discuss debt reduction. We can respond then ??

mailto:Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us


----- Original Message -----
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@governor.state.ms.us]
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 02:29 PM
To: Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Dona DeLeon; debbie
<debbie >; Lauren.Kintner@nebraska.gov <Lauren.Kintner@nebraska.gov>
Subject: Re: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

We are looking at it.  They can discuss in am for sure.  The speakers office wants us to keep our
powder dry until we see a real plan  but we need to decide if we should hit back on this comment. Let's
talk -----Original Message-----
From: "Dona DeLeon" <Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us>
To: Marie Sanderson <MThomas@governor.state.ms.us>
To:  <katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
To:  <debbie >
To:  <Lauren.Kintner@nebraska.gov>

Sent: 7/15/2011 1:26:02 PM
Subject: Re: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

Marie, does rga need to say something ?

From: Kintner, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Kintner@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2011 02:09 PM
To: Dona DeLeon; Marie Sanderson <msanderson@governor.state.ms.us>; Debbie Hohlt

>; katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov <katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Fwd: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’

Begin forwarded message:

        From: "Omear, Jodi" <JOmear@NGA.ORG>
        Date: July 15, 2011 11:39:06 AM MDT
        To: "Kintner, Lauren" <Lauren.Kintner@nebraska.gov>
        Subject: FW: O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’
       
       

       
        O’Malley: Silence of GOP governors on debt impasse is ‘deafening’
        By John Wagner<http://www.washingtonpost.com/john-wagner/2011/03/02/ABjqy5M_page.html>
       
       
        Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley led a chorus of Democratic governors who on Thursday chided
their Republican counterparts for not playing a more constructive role in the federal debt-ceiling
negotiations<http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/democrats-bash-cantor-over-debt-
talks/2011/07/14/gIQAMDrPEI_story.html?hpid=z1>.
       
       
       
        “The silence is deafening from the Republican governors,” O’Malley said. “We need our Republican
colleagues to stand up and say, ‘Enough’s enough.’ ... The dinosaur wing of their party is silencing the
more moderate wing of their party.”
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        O’Malley’s comments came on the opening day of a summer gathering of the National Governors
Association in Salt Lake City.
       
       
       
        O’Malley, who chairs the Democratic Governors Association, held a news conference with three
colleagues from his party just prior to the NGA’s evening “welcome reception.” At the event, the
Democrats warned of dire consequences for states governed by both parties if the United States
defaults on its debts.
       
       
       
        “They all know what this would do to their own bond ratings,” Connecticut Gov. Dannel Malloy (D)
said of his Republican counterparts in other states.
       
       
       
        The news conference was the start of a busy few days in Utah for O’Malley, who is trying to build
his national profile.
       
       
       
        He is booked as the keynote speaker<http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/maryland-
politics/post/omalleys-political-travels-include-illinois-utah/2011/06/14/AGuar4UH_blog.html> at the
Utah Democratic Party’s annual Jubilee dinner on Friday night and is leading an NGA panel on
homeland security and public safety on Saturday.
       
       
       
        Besides Malloy, O’Malley was joined at Thursday’s news conference by North Carolina Gov. Bev
Perdue (D) and Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer (D).
       
       
       
        Perdue voiced concern that federal budget cuts that are part of a late-hour debt-reduction
agreement could also be damaging to states and said she and her colleagues are closely monitoring the
situation.
       
       
       
        O’Malley left Maryland early Thursday morning on a flight with his wife and an aide, and he plans
to return Sunday.
       
        ________________________________
       
       
       
       
        The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary,
and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person
responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
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October_, 2011 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
U.S. Depa1tment of Health and Human Se1vices 
200 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20201 

Dear Secreta1y Sebelius: 

On behalf of the nation's governors, we appreciate the oppo1tunity to weigh in on the proposed health 
insurance exchange regulations. States are taking diverse approaches to the establishment of exchanges. 
ili.M)_As your depa1tment works to design feaere:l state-federal prutnership models for the 
implementation of health insurance exchanges, we encourage you to strncture these models based on 
traditional state-federal functions and with the goal of allowing states to erun compliance in the sho1t te1m 
as they build capacity for state-operated exchanges. In pait icular, we recommend that states be given the 
flexibility to each detennine whether exchange functions that align closely with ongoing state activities 
should remain state responsibilities, or if~ functions with little overlap with existing state activities 
can be handled by the federal government.iM1::D, 

lHifJkeu~atation ofaealtli HiSQfaace e;irnaanges re(}Hif·es a EHne.ber of COHiflk* policy Elecisioas amia 
aggrnssive timdiaes. NA see below) As states work to implement exchanges, the ability to paitner 
with the federal government on a broad range of functions could assist greatly. States considering a 
!!paitnershi~ model generally fall into two categories: 1) Those that view the pa1tnership as a way to earn 
compliance in the sho1t te1m while building capacity to fully nm the exchange themselves; and 2) Those 
planning to operate a state-based exchange while the federal government continues to handle functions 
the states view as naturally federal. Alternatively, some states not considering a paitnership model will 
offer their own unique state-run health exchanges and will not wai1t to rely on the federal government for 
any aspect of its functionality. (MN) 

Under the proposed paitnership models, states would be required to cede many operations that have been 
traditionally handled at the state level, such as Medicaid eligibility and emollment. The proposals also 
apperu· to preclude states from obtaining funding to establish new state exchange functions after 2012. 
States are concerned that this constrnction would lock states into an all-or-nothing approach where the 
state's role in operating the exchange would be limited with little opportunity to gain additional 
operational authority. 

To best facilitate a fuaeral state-federal pa1tnership, we suggest the federal government offer states the 
option of perf01ming perfoFHi functions in those (MN) ai·eas where states have little or no cunent 
operational role such as dete1mination of eligibility for federal tax credits and subsidies, facilitation of 
advance payment of premium tax credits by the Depa1tment of the Treasmy to insurers, enforcement of 
the individual responsibility provisions, and repo1t ing of user and employer data to the Depa1tment of the 
Treasmy. In addition, federal assistance in pre-ce1tifying and identifying information technology 
products and services that meet ACA requirements could greatly facilitate some states' (MN) efforts to 
design inf01mation technology systems necessruy to operate an exchange. For example, federal 
development of softwai·e that could be provided to states, such as a benefit calculator, would be ve1y 
helpful. 

Implementation of health insurance exchanges requires a number of complex policy decisions amid 
aggressive time lines. States can only make suitable decisions if provided with infonnation regarding the 
strncture of a state-federal partnership ai1d essential health benefits. (VA) In addition. governors ai1d 



legislators are still weighing the vruious exchru1ge models and cannot fully consider their options without 
knowing the costs associated with choosing a state-based exchange versus a prutnership or federal 
model.COO 

Thank you for your consideration of this approach to the fue~raJ state-federal exchange prutnership. We 
look forward to continued engagement ru1d timely guidance¥lith yoa on tais aae otlm· critical issues 
related to health insurance exchanges.JYAl 

Sincerely, 

Governor Teny Branstad 
Chair 
Health & Human Services Committee 

Governor Pat Quinn 
Vice Chair 
Health & Human Services Committee 



October_, 2011 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
U.S. Depa1tment of Health and Human Se1vices 
200 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20201 

Dear Secreta1y Sebelius: 

On behalf of the nation's governors, we appreciate the oppo1tunity to weigh in on the proposed health 
insurance exchange regulations. States are taking diverse approaches to the establishment of exchanges. 
ili.M)_As your depa1tment works to design feaere:l state-federal prutnership models for the 
implementation of health insurance exchanges, we encourage you to strncture these models based on 
traditional state-federal functions and with the goal of allowing states to erun compliance in the sho1t te1m 
as they build capacity for state-operated exchanges. In pait icular, we recommend that states be given the 
flexibility to each detennine whether exchange functions that align closely with ongoing state activities 
should remain state responsibilities, or if~ functions with little overlap with existing state activities 
can be handled by the federal government.iM1::D, 

lHifJkeu~atation ofaealtli HiSQfaace e;irnaanges re(}Hif·es a EHne.ber of COHiflk* policy Elecisioas amia 
aggrnssive timdiaes. NA see below) As states work to implement exchanges, the ability to paitner 
with the federal government on a broad range of functions could assist greatly. States considering a 
!!paitnershi~ model generally fall into two categories: 1) Those that view the pa1tnership as a way to earn 
compliance in the sho1t te1m while building capacity to fully nm the exchange themselves; and 2) Those 
planning to operate a state-based exchange while the federal government continues to handle functions 
the states view as naturally federal. Alternatively, some states not considering a paitnership model will 
offer their own unique state-run health exchanges and will not wai1t to rely on the federal government for 
any aspect of its functionality. (MN) 

Under the proposed paitnership models, states would be required to cede many operations that have been 
traditionally handled at the state level, such as Medicaid eligibility and emollment. The proposals also 
apperu· to preclude states from obtaining funding to establish new state exchange functions after 2012. 
States are concerned that this constrnction would lock states into an all-or-nothing approach where the 
state's role in operating the exchange would be limited with little opportunity to gain additional 
operational authority. 

To best facilitate a fuaeral state-federal pa1tnership, we suggest the federal government offer states the 
option of perf01ming perfoFHi functions in those (MN) ai·eas where states have little or no cunent 
operational role such as dete1mination of eligibility for federal tax credits and subsidies, facilitation of 
advance payment of premium tax credits by the Depa1tment of the Treasmy to insurers, enforcement of 
the individual responsibility provisions, and repo1t ing of user and employer data to the Depa1tment of the 
Treasmy. In addition, federal assistance in pre-ce1tifying and identifying information technology 
products and services that meet ACA requirements could greatly facilitate some states' (MN) efforts to 
design inf01mation technology systems necessruy to operate an exchange. For example, federal 
development of softwai·e that could be provided to states, such as a benefit calculator, would be ve1y 
helpful. 

Implementation of health insurance exchanges requires a number of complex policy decisions amid 
aggressive time lines. States can only make suitable decisions if provided with infonnation regarding the 
strncture of a state-federal partnership ai1d essential health benefits. (VA) In addition. governors ai1d 



legislators are still weighing the vruious exchru1ge models and cannot fully consider their options without 
knowing the costs associated with choosing a state-based exchange versus a prutnership or federal 
model.COO 

Thank you for your consideration of this approach to the fue~raJ state-federal exchange prutnership. We 
look forward to continued engagement ru1d timely guidance¥lith yoa on tais aae otlm· critical issues 
related to health insurance exchanges.JYAl 

Sincerely, 

Governor Teny Branstad 
Chair 
Health & Human Services Committee 

Governor Pat Quinn 
Vice Chair 
Health & Human Services Committee 



October_, 2011 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
U.S. Depa1tment of Health and Human Se1vices 
200 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20201 

Dear Secreta1y Sebelius: 

On behalf of the nation's governors, we appreciate the oppo1tunity to weigh in on the proposed health 
insurance exchange regulations. States ar·e taking diverse approaches to exchanges. As your department 
works to design state-federal pa1tnership models for the implementation of health insurance exchanges, 
we recommend that states be given the flexibility to each detennine whether exchange functions that align 
closely with ongoing state activities should remain state responsibilities or if functions with little overlap 
with existing state activities can be handled by the federal government. 

As states work to implement exchanges, the ability to paitner with the federal government on a broad 
range of functions could assist greatly. States conside1ing a pa1tnership model generally fall into two 
categories: 1) Those that view the pa1tnership as a way to earn compliance in the sho1t te1m while 
building capacity to fully nm the exchange themselves; and 2) Those planning to operate a state-based 
exchange while the federal government continues to handle functions the states view as naturally federal. 
Alternatively, some states not conside1ing a prutnership model will offer their own unique state-1un health 
exchanges and will not want to rely on the federal government for any aspect of its functionality. 

Under the proposed paitnership models, states would be required to cede many operations that have been 
traditionally handled at the state level, such as Medicaid eligibility and enrollment. The proposals also 
apperu· to preclude states from obtaining funding to establish new state exchange functions after 2012. 
States are concerned that this constmction would lock states into an all-or-nothing approach where the 
state's role in operating the exchange would be limited with little opportunity to gain additional 
operational authority. 

To best facilitate a state-federal paitnership, we suggest the federal government offer states the option of 
perfo1ming functions in those areas where states have little or no current operational role such as 
determination of eligibility for federal tax credits and subsidies, facilitation of advance payment of 
preinium tax credits by the Depa1tment of the Treasury to insurers, enforcement of the individual 
responsibility provisions, and repo1ting of user and employer data to the Depa1tment of the Treasmy. In 
addition, federal assistance in pre-ce1t ifying and identifying info1mation technology products and se1vices 
that meet ACA requirements could greatly facilitate some states' effo1ts to design inf01mation technology 
systems necessa1y to operate an exchange. For example, federal development of software that could be 
provided to states, such as a benefit calculator, would be ve1y helpful. 

Implementation of health insurance exchanges requires a number of complex policy decisions ainid 
aggressive timelines. States can only make suitable decisions if provided with information regru·ding the 
strncture of a state-federal pa1tnership, essential health benefits and the federal exchange. In addition, 
governors and legislators ai·e still weighing the vru·ious exchange models and cannot fully consider their 
options without knowing the costs associated with choosing a state-based exchange versus a pa1tnership 
or federal model. 



Thank you for your consideration of this approach to the state-federal exchange pa1tnership. We look 
fo1ward to continued engagement and timely guidance on c1itical issues related to health insurance 
exchanges. 

Sincerely, 

Governor Teny Branstad 
Chair 
Health & Human Services Committee 

Governor Pat Quinn 
Vice Chair 
Health & Human Services Committee 
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October _, 2011 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Seivices 
200 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20201 

Dear Secretary Sebelius: 

On behalf of the nation's govern~ we appreciate the OQPOrtunity to weig!i in on the proposed health 
insurance exchange regulations. States are talcing diverse approaches to exchanges <iNMl As your 
department works to design ie6efaktate-federal partnership models for the implementation of health 
insurance exchan~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~l'Qe~!i"we recommend that states be given the flexibilitv to each 
detennine whether exchange functions that align closely with ongoing state activities ~state 
responsibilities, 2!.itwl!He functions with little overlap with existing state activities can be handled by the 
federal government.!MID 

lfeflll!HleBlakee ef 8eallB instifanee e telwlg@S 1e!fYHes e B!IHHleF ef eeH1f!lE!li peliey ileetsiees &mid 
aggressive limeliaes. <VA see below) As states work to implement exchanges, the ability to partner 
with the federal government on a broad range of functions could assist greatly. States considering a 
1>arfnership?! model generally fall into two categories: I) Those that view the partnership as a way to earn 
compliance in the short term while building capacity to fully run the exchange themselves; and 2) Those 
planning to operate a state-based exchange while the federal government continues t.o handle functions 
the stat.es view as naturally federal. Alternatively some states not considering a partner;hip mo<iel will 
offer their own unique state-run health exchanges and will not want to rely on the federal government for 
any aspect of its functionahtv (MN) 

Under the proposed partnership models, states would be required to cede many operations that have been 
traditionally handled at the state level, such as Medicaid eligibility and enrolhnent. The proposals also 
appear to preclude states from obtaining funding to establish new state exchange functions aft.er 2012. 
States are concerned that this construction would lock states into an all-or-nothing approach where the 
state' s role in operating the exchange would be limited with little opportunity to gain additional 
operational authority. 

To best facilitate a ie6efaktate-federal partnership, we suggest the federal government offer states the 
~fi.mctions in those (MN) areas where states have little or no current 
operational role such as detennination of eligibility for federal tax credits and subsidies, facilitation of 
advance payment of premitun tax credits by the Department of the Treasury to insurers, enforcement of 
the individual responsibility provisions, and reporting of user and employer data to the Department of the 
Treasury. In addition, federal assistance in pre-certifying and identifying information technology 
products and services that meet ACA requirements could greatly facilitate ~stateL!Mfil efforts to 
design information technology systems necessary to operate an exchange. For example, federal 
development of software that could be provided to states, such as a benefit calculator, would be very 
helpful 

Implementation of health insurance exchanges requires a number of complex oolicy decisions amid 
aggressive timelines States can only make suitable decisions if provided with infonnation regarding the 

---1 Formatted: Highlight 
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structure ofa state-federal partnership essential health benefits and the federal exchange. Q'Al lo --1.__Fo_m_1_att_ed_ : _Hig..::.h_lg=..h_t ______ ___, 



addition. governors and legislators are still weighing the various exchange models and cannot fully 
consider their options without knowing the costs associated with choosing a state-based exchange versus 
a partnership or federal model. (IN) 

Thank you for your consideration of this approach to the feElei:al.-state-federal exchange partnership. We 
look forward to continued engagement and timely guidancemith ye11 on tms aaEI ether critical issues 
related to health insurance exchanges.~ 

Sincerely, 

Governor Terry Branstad 
Chair 
Health & Human Services Couunittee 

Governor Pat Quinn 
Vice Chair 
Health & Human Services Couunittee 
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Christie Herrera; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: RE: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, May 05, 2011 1:33:11 PM

Thanks, Christie.
 
Andrew, if I can have your word that you won’t quote or circulate it, then I can forward you
an oped I wrote that answers these questions and is currently sitting with the WSJ. 
 
From: Christie Herrera [mailto: ] 
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 2:32 PM
To: andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
Cc: Michael Cannon; Brandon Arnold; Caitlyn Korb
Subject: FW: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges
Importance: High
 
Hi, Andrew -- Great talking to you on the phone today.  As I mentioned, I'm not quite sure which
analogy would fit your request, as I'm not convinced that a state exchange will be any different than a
federal one.  As such, I've copied our friends at the Cato Institute to see if they can provide some
research -- Michael Cannon is Cato's director of health policy studies, and Brandon Arnold and Caitlyn
Korb handle Cato's government affairs.
 
Michael, Brandon, and Caitlyn: Andrew is Gov. Fallin's policy director.  Oklahoma has done some great
work recently in sending back the "Early Innovator" grant money for an exchange.  But, the state is still
considering setting up its own exchange, and is looking for research on what happens when the feds
take over state government programs (not just in health care).  Any insight you could provide Andrew
(andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov; ) would be super helpful.
 
Any questions, please let me know --  or .
 
Thanks,
Christie
 

From: Stephanie Linn
Sent: Tue 5/3/2011 3:58 PM
To: Christie Herrera
Subject: OK Governor looking for info on health insurance exchanges

Christie-
Here is the follow up from my VM.
Oklahoma is considering creating its own insurance exchange program. The Governor’s office is looking
for examples of what happens when the fed gov’t takes over states programs. Any additional
information on the subject would be great.
Here is the contact information for the staffer from Mary Fallin’s office:
Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov

Thank you,
Stephanie
_____________
Stephanie Linn
Policy Coordinator
American Legislative Exchange Council



 



From: Denise Northrup
To: "nwebb4 "
Subject: Re: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Support
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 5:12:38 PM

K
 
From: Nate Webb [mailto:  
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 05:12 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Support 
 
Yup. I am going to ask Andrew which ones are on the bubble.

Nate

On Mar 25, 2011, at 5:03 PM, Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Well any of them with ties to coburn are lost causes
 
From: Nate Webb [mailto: ] 
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 04:30 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: bobby  <bobby >; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn
Coffee 
Subject: Re: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Support 
 
Very helpful. Some of these names surprise me a bit.

Happy to help

Thanks

Nate

On Mar 25, 2011, at 4:03 PM, Andrew Silvestri
<Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Nate and Bobby,

 

Thanks for taking the time to meet with us this morning.  Any
support you can give us on the exchange right now would be
most helpful.  I’ve attached a letter Governor Fallin sent to all
legislators earlier in the week outlining her support for the
exchange as well as some FAQs we’ve put together.  I’m also
attaching the Heritage Foundation’s latest report “A
Lawmakers Guide to Health Insurance Exchanges.”  Below is
also a list of target Senators who we may need help with.



 

Anderson

Allen

Brecheen

Brinkley

David

Hold

Mazzei

Newberry

Reynolds

Russell

Stanislawski

Sykes

Treat

 

Please let me know if you have any questions!

 

Thank you,

Andrew

 

Andrew Silvestri

Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov

 

 



From: Jason Nelson
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Oklahoma Senate won"t hear health insurance exchange bill
Date: Thursday, March 31, 2011 1:51:32 PM

Politically it’s a killer – will cost seats at this point.
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 1:48 PM
To: Jason Nelson
Subject: Re: Oklahoma Senate won't hear health insurance exchange bill
 
Ya, nice huh! I guess the Senate needs to come up with a plan.
 
From: Jason Nelson [mailto:Jason.Nelson@okhouse.gov]
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 01:49 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Senate won't hear health insurance exchange bill 
 

What’s the plan now?

Jason

Oklahoma Senate won't hear health
insurance exchange bill
Gov. Mary Fallin has supported the bill.
 
BY JOHN ESTUS Capitol Bureau jestus@opubco.com Oklahoman    3
Published: March 31, 2011

The Senate won't hear a bill championed by Gov. Mary Fallin that would help create an online state
health insurance exchange, Senate Pro Tem Brian Bingman said today.

House Bill 2130 would set up a board to oversee development of a website for Oklahomans to shop for
health insurance policies. The website is commonly referred to as a health care exchange.

The new federal health care law passed last year calls for health insurance exchanges.

Oklahoma Republicans have been divided on whether the state should create the exchange. Many
oppose it because the state has sued the federal government to challenge the constitutionality of the
health care law.

“I want to make it plain that the Senate Republicans are not for the Obamacare,” Bingman said.

Bingman, R-Sapulpa, said he has not spoken with Fallin yet about the decision not to hear HB 2130 in
the Senate.



Fallin has been criticized by fellow Republicans for accepting $54 million in federal money to create the
exchange despite voting against the health care bill while she was in Congress and supporting
Oklahoma's lawsuit challenging the health care law.

While defending her support for the exchange earlier this week, Fallin said the health care law is, for
now, “the law of the land” and that the state is required to follow it.

Read more: http://newsok.com/oklahoma-senate-wont-hear-health-insurance-exchange-
bill/article/3554149#ixzz1IChClhnw
 
 
Jason Nelson
State Representative, Dist. 87
Oklahoma House of Representatives
Oklahoma State Capitol, Room 301
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
405-557-7335 Office
405-627-8362 Mobile
 
Email: jason.nelson@okhouse.gov
Website: www.okhouse.gov/district87
Blog: www.jasonnelsonok.blogspot.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/jasonnelsonok
Twitter: www.twitter.com/jasonnelsonok
 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.



From: Mike Thompson
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:46:51 AM

ok
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
Looks good to me, can we add a sentence at end saying “We look forward to working with all
stakeholders on the legislation to ensure everyone is represented appropriately.”
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mike Thompson 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:41 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Everyone ok with this…JD had a few minor changes again.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398



Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:26 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
To: Oklahoma State Representatives
From: Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak
 
Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to expand its role further,
by creating create an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool
their money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce
costs.  Our vision is to protect consumers and guarantee the role of licensed agents and
brokers.   Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a
governance structure for an Oklahoma Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for
its demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law
found unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment
rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is
the exchange that my administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem,
and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we
are.
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:12 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
 
See changes below

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: 'Mike Thompson'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…
 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:
 
We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate
issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language
about being attached to this letter.
 
Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?
 
Thanks so much,
 
BD
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange governing outline
in HB 2130 represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an
important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma



families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.

This is the exchange that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The Insurance
Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this
opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Mike Thompson
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18:21 AM

Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:
 
We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate
issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language
about being attached to this letter.
 
Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?
 
Thanks so much,
 
BD
 



From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange, and I’ve
attached what I believe to be a thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason
Sutton entitled, “Health Insurance Exchanges Done Right.” In it, Sutton outlines the
conservative case for health insurance exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation
envisioned exchanges as a centralized online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where
transaction costs were reduced, where all types of health products could be bought and sold,
where all insurers could participate and compete, and where competition would promote real
choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by



this opportunity as we are.
Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-

522-xxxx.
 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:16:50 AM

Katie this works for me with brains changes, I think that is fine.
 
Do we know when this is going to hit the floor?
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

I invite you to read more about our Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange, and I’ve
attached what I believe to be a thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason
Sutton entitled, “Health Insurance Exchanges Done Right.” In it, Sutton outlines the
conservative case for health insurance exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation
envisioned exchanges as a centralized online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where
transaction costs were reduced, where all types of health products could be bought and sold,
where all insurers could participate and compete, and where competition would promote real



choices for consumers.”
This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem and others

are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we are.
Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-

522-xxxx.
 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Brian Downs
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:04:21 AM

I have a couple of thoughts:
 
We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate
issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language
about being attached to this letter.
 
Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?
 
Thanks so much,
 
BD
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 



I invite you to read more about our Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange, and I’ve
attached what I believe to be a thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason
Sutton entitled, “Health Insurance Exchanges Done Right.” In it, Sutton outlines the
conservative case for health insurance exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation
envisioned exchanges as a centralized online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where
transaction costs were reduced, where all types of health products could be bought and sold,
where all insurers could participate and compete, and where competition would promote real
choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem and others
are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.



From: Mike Thompson
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:41:04 AM

Everyone ok with this…JD had a few minor changes again.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:26 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
To: Oklahoma State Representatives
From: Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak
 
Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to expand its role further,
by creating create an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool
their money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce
costs.  Our vision is to protect consumers and guarantee the role of licensed agents and
brokers.   Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a
governance structure for an Oklahoma Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for
its demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law
found unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment
rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 



An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is
the exchange that my administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem,
and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we
are.
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:12 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
 
See changes below

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: 'Mike Thompson'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…
 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 



From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:
 
We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate
issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language
about being attached to this letter.
 
Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?
 
Thanks so much,
 
BD
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health



insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange governing outline
in HB 2130 represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an
important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma
families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.

This is the exchange that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The Insurance
Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this
opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of



this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Brian Downs
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:09:19 AM

 
See changes below

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: 'Mike Thompson'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…
 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:
 
We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate
issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language
about being attached to this letter.
 
Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?
 
Thanks so much,
 
BD
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange governing outline
in HB 2130 represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an
important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma



families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.

This is the exchange that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The Insurance
Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this
opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Denise Northrup
To: Mike Thompson; "Brian Downs"; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01:24 AM

No but we should probably track it down through proper channels
 

From: Mike Thompson 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:00 AM
To: 'Brian Downs'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
We got a call from a rep that is saying Dr. Coburn is going to publically come out against HB 2130. 
Have any of you heard that?
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
That’s fine, maybe we could use the previous language from his blog post as a lead in to the
Governor’s comments about this is the type of exchange we want to create…
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
OCPA has is posting a new blog any minute countering the last one, I am not sure that we should
reference them at all now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov



 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…
 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:



 
We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate
issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language
about being attached to this letter.
 
Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?
 
Thanks so much,
 
BD
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent



thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health
Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Brian Downs
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01:19 AM

What rep? We have talked to both Jerry Morris and Coburn’s Health Policy Staff about 2130 and they
are fine with state-based exchanges…
 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:00 AM
To: Brian Downs; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
We got a call from a rep that is saying Dr. Coburn is going to publically come out against HB 2130. 
Have any of you heard that?
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
That’s fine, maybe we could use the previous language from his blog post as a lead in to the
Governor’s comments about this is the type of exchange we want to create…
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
OCPA has is posting a new blog any minute countering the last one, I am not sure that we should
reference them at all now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342



katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
 

 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…
 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 



I have a couple of thoughts:
 
We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate
issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language
about being attached to this letter.
 
Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?
 
Thanks so much,
 
BD
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 



I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health
Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Mike Thompson
To: "Brian Downs"; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:59:59 AM

We got a call from a rep that is saying Dr. Coburn is going to publically come out against HB 2130. 
Have any of you heard that?
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:01 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
That’s fine, maybe we could use the previous language from his blog post as a lead in to the
Governor’s comments about this is the type of exchange we want to create…
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
OCPA has is posting a new blog any minute countering the last one, I am not sure that we should
reference them at all now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 



I made another change which is highlighted in blue…
 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:
 
We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate
issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language
about being attached to this letter.
 
Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?
 
Thanks so much,



 
BD
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health
Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The



Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Brian Downs
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58:23 AM

That’s fine, maybe we could use the previous language from his blog post as a lead in to the
Governor’s comments about this is the type of exchange we want to create…
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
OCPA has is posting a new blog any minute countering the last one, I am not sure that we should
reference them at all now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…
 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635



 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:
 
We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate
issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language
about being attached to this letter.
 
Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?
 
Thanks so much,
 
BD
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health



insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health
Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone



else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:57:41 AM

Coming out against it? Really?
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
OCPA has is posting a new blog any minute countering the last one, I am not sure that we should
reference them at all now
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…
 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 



Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:
 
We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate
issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language
about being attached to this letter.
 
Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?
 
Thanks so much,
 
BD
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia



have empowered consumers across the globe.
As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the

creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health
Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and



unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Brian Downs
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:42:34 AM

I made another change which is highlighted in blue…
 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:
 
We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate



issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language
about being attached to this letter.
 
Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?
 
Thanks so much,
 
BD
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great
opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

I invite you to read more about the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.  A recent
thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health



Insurance Exchanges Done Right,” outlines the conservative case for health insurance
exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized
online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all
types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and
compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The
Insurance Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by
this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Mike Thompson
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:54:49 AM

Please email me the clean version that is going out. 
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:45 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
Looks good to me, can we add a sentence at end saying “We look forward to working with all
stakeholders on the legislation to ensure everyone is represented appropriately.”
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mike Thompson 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:41 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Everyone ok with this…JD had a few minor changes again.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398



Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:26 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
To: Oklahoma State Representatives
From: Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak
 
Dear Representative,  

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to
be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health
insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location.

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to expand its role further,
by creating create an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool
their money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce
costs.  Our vision is to protect consumers and guarantee the role of licensed agents and
brokers.   Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which establishes a
governance structure for an Oklahoma Exchange.

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a
great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for
its demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law
found unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment
rights and create an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is
the exchange that my administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem,
and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we
are.
 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 11:12 AM
To: Mike Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
 
See changes below

From: Brian Downs 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:45 AM
To: 'Mike Thompson'; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I made another change which is highlighted in blue…
 

From: Mike Thompson [mailto:Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Some changes.  More to come.  Please give feedback.
 
Mike Thompson
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Deputy Commissioner of Government
Relations and Public Affairs
3625 NW 56th St, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Office: 405-522-8398
Fax 405-521-6635
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:08 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
Will include the bill, OID is going to get us some language saying we are opposed to Obamacare and
support lawsuit
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:07 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
 
I have a couple of thoughts:
 
We should probably take out the paragraph about the $54 million because that is really a separate
issue by itself for members.  And, we should reference the OCPA article and eliminate the language
about being attached to this letter.
 
Lastly, with some changes Katie and I discussed, can we make reference to HB 2130 in this letter?
 
Thanks so much,
 
BD
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:59 AM
To: Brian Downs; Mike Thompson
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: DRAFT exchange endorsement letter...
Importance: High
 
We will be making a few changes, please provide us with any feedback you may have.
Thanks, Katie
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange governing outline
in HB 2130 represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an
important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma



families. 
 
                The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work for its
demise.  We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law found

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10th amendment rights and create
an Oklahoma based free-market exchange. 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual
needs and where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.

This is the exchange that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, The Insurance
Commissioner and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this
opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.



From: Alex Weintz
To: Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Early Innovator Grant
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 4:56:42 PM

"Not accepting" 
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 04:52 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Early Innovator Grant 
 
At the exchange press conference, are we going to say we’re sending back or not taking the $54
million grant?
 
If so, Doak also wants to announce at the press conference he’s giving back a separate $1 million
grant the Henry administration applied for.
 
If we’re not making the announcement, Doak will not mention his grant.
 
 

Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 



From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: enid news and eagle likes us on health insurance exchanges
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 11:04:45 AM

Yay – I like rational people
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 8:44 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper
Subject: enid news and eagle likes us on health insurance exchanges
 
So for whats its worth (not much apparently), we now have editorials from the Enid paper,
Muskogee paper, Tulsa World and Oklahoman supporting our position. That’s two traditionally
conservative papers and 2 Democratic ones. I have not seen any criticizing our position.
 
If we wanted to put together a document, which I don’t think would be particularly helpful, it would
read something like:
 
“Fallin is right” –Tulsa World
“Senate is wrong” – Enid News and Eagle
“Senate Misses Mark” – Muskogee Phoenix
“Everyone who disagrees with Mary on this issue is a total nut job” – Kirk Humphreys

Senate is wrong

Turning down grant to build health insurance exchange is a bad idea

Anonymous Enid News and Eagle The Enid News and Eagle Thu Apr 07, 2011, 08:53 PM
CDT

Although the entire state government is controlled by the Republicans, that doesn’t mean the
leaders in the party are going to agree on everything.

A first ripple was demonstrated last week when the Oklahoma Senate announced it will not
consider a bill to help establish a state health insurance exchange. In doing so, they are
turning down a federal grant of $54 million to build a health insurance exchange.

Gov. Mary Fallin had promoted the exchange, saying the state’s establishing such an
exchange is the best way for the state to have control over health care costs.

The governor is right and the Senate Republicans are wrong on this issue.

The Senate Republicans are afraid the federally-funded health insurance exchange is too
much like the President Barack Obama’s health care reform law. Many Republicans
campaigned on their opposition to the federal health care plan.

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
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Fallin has been very clear she doesn’t support Obama’s health care plan either. Yet, she also
believes if the state does not have an exchange in place by 2013, the federal government will
step in and create its own.

We agree, overall, most voters in the state do not approve of the Obama health care plan.
Yet, we also are realistic at least parts, if not all, of that plan eventually will come to pass,
despite court fights.

Fallin is right in that the state has to be ready for what comes down the pike.

The state Senate totally missed an opportunity to have better control over any kind of federal
health care mandates that come our way, and in doing so, has done a disservice to
Oklahomans.

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: :(
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 7:31:17 PM

Yes, he wins pervert of the week award. And andrew has been a wonderful addition to sr staff mtg,
he got to share his story about rep. Mccullough with coffee :)

I have forbidden him from mentioning his name again. The visual is too painful!
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 07:14 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: :( 
 
Nice!
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 05:50 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: :( 
 
One of the busiest, shittiest days ever…still here trying to catch up on emails since I was in meetings
ALL DAY
 
Oh, and eddie fields was totally staring at my chest as I asked him to vote for tort next week
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:45 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: :(
 
Wow...I miss you personally but I don't know that I miss calls like that!!! I might stay here!
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 05:37 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: :( 
 
We miss you…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 2:09 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: :(
 
I just got a call from someone who was sent to me by Faught asking to see a copy of the “contract”
Governor Fallin signed accepting the early innovator grant money. I told them we have not signed a
contract of any kind.

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
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This is the kind of stuff that is out there
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: Exchange
Date: Thursday, May 05, 2011 9:05:29 AM

I actually don't see how this is better than no bill at all.  The legislature is not going to touch this issue
with a ten foot poll next year, which likely means we're only creating another task force to write another
report.  I know we want the legislature's buy in on this but if the end goal is to create something that
will ultimately keep Obamacare out, I think the state is better off if we ultimately put something in place
ourselves if the legislature does not pass a halfway substantive bill.

I know there are other political forces to think about, but from a policy perspective, I don't think this is
beneficial.

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 8:24 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Exchange

Ok, then we just need to iron out a few details re/ existing 1 million grant and current health dept.
work.

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 08:09 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Exchange

Agreed

----- Original Message -----
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 08:08 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Re: Exchange

I think it is better than no bill

Sent from my iPad

On May 4, 2011, at 7:55 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Brian asked us late today if we would be okay with not appropriating any money for the development
of an exchange this year. Then they could pass the bill and say it will only provide recommendations for
the legislature to consider next year.
>
> I think this is very problematic, but they would like to know what our official answer is soon.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Exchange/ocpa
Date: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 8:07:30 PM

I emailed her but she had her plc speech too...

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 08:06 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Re: Exchange/ocpa

Anyone talk to Governor after she met w/ Bingman this evening?

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 08:05 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Re: Exchange/ocpa

That is why it is essential that we have established some way forward this week

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 08:03 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Exchange/ocpa

Had a nice chat with gen baxter tonight. He's convinced that the language in the grant ties us into
implementing obamacare, so we might want cline to call him.

He also said david brown is chomping at the bit for ocpa to release a position paper against it and that
more board members are calling about this than any other issue in recent memory.

When I asked why none of them seem to be calling the gov (because people like daryl woodard DO
have the govs cell phone) he really didn't have an answer.

I think ocpa is prepared to release their statement soon if we don't have some sort of resolution (which
it doesn't seem like we will have) andf gen baxter again alluded to ocpa doing some sort of
"assessment" of what needs to be raised from the private sector to do this. He also asked why we just
didn't do what utah did, it only cost 600k!

This makes my head hurt, but I do think we need to continue discussions.
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From: Glenn Coffee
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Exchange/ocpa
Date: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 8:32:04 PM

Not me.

Sent from my iPad

On Apr 5, 2011, at 8:06 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Anyone talk to Governor after she met w/ Bingman this evening?
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Katie Altshuler
> Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 08:05 PM
> To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
> Subject: Re: Exchange/ocpa
>
> That is why it is essential that we have established some way forward this week
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 08:03 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee
> Subject: Exchange/ocpa
>
> Had a nice chat with gen baxter tonight. He's convinced that the language in the grant ties us into
implementing obamacare, so we might want cline to call him.
>
> He also said david brown is chomping at the bit for ocpa to release a position paper against it and
that more board members are calling about this than any other issue in recent memory.
>
> When I asked why none of them seem to be calling the gov (because people like daryl woodard DO
have the govs cell phone) he really didn't have an answer.
>
> I think ocpa is prepared to release their statement soon if we don't have some sort of resolution
(which it doesn't seem like we will have) andf gen baxter again alluded to ocpa doing some sort of
"assessment" of what needs to be raised from the private sector to do this. He also asked why we just
didn't do what utah did, it only cost 600k!
>
> This makes my head hurt, but I do think we need to continue discussions.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: ISTOOK ON KFAQ THIS MORNING TALKING ABOUT HEALTH CARE EXCHANGE
Date: Wednesday, March 16, 2011 5:35:02 PM

I would love the pleasure;) 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2011, at 17:20, Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Yes. Disaster. Speaker Steele I guess had come on the P Campbell show earlier in the
morning to say that an Oklahoma exchange was the brainchild of conservative groups
like the heritage foundation. Istook says the Heritage Foundation did no such thing,
was not advocating a government exchange and that the current obamacare
exchanges are basically government run health care. It’s unclear istook has any idea
what is going on in Oklahoma though. Pat Campbell tells him Oklahoma is beginning to
implement Obamacare. Istook reacts in horror. That’s basically it.

 

Someone should probably give istook a call.

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2011 1:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Cc: 'andrewjsilvestri '
Subject: Fw: ISTOOK ON KFAQ THIS MORNING TALKING ABOUT HEALTH CARE
EXCHANGE

 

I have not listened, I would assume he was slamming the eexchange?
 

From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2011 12:34 PM
To: Glen Mulready <Glen.Mulready@okhouse.gov>; Mark McCullough
<Mark.McCullough@okhouse.gov> 
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Jonathan Buxton
<Jonathan.Buxton@okhouse.gov> 
Subject: ISTOOK ON KFAQ THIS MORNING TALKING ABOUT HEALTH CARE EXCHANGE 
 

Since we actually had someone from the Heritage Foundation here before session, I’m
surprised there isn’t more communication within the HF about what we are trying to
accomplish.  The first link below is Istook around the 17:40 mark.  The second link is an

mailto:andrewjsilvestri@gmail.com
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov
mailto:Glen.Mulready@okhouse.gov
mailto:Mark.McCullough@okhouse.gov
mailto:Jonathan.Buxton@okhouse.gov


interview the Speaker did this morning on the Pat Campbell show about the HUB and the
$54 million grant.

 

http://podcast.1170kfaq.com/DesktopModules/Orizonti_NukeNews/getLink.aspx?
pid=48&tid=1852&newsid=58573

 

http://podcast.1170kfaq.com/DesktopModules/Orizonti_NukeNews/getLink.aspx?
pid=48&tid=1852&newsid=58572
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Early Innovator Grant
Date: Monday, February 21, 2011 8:00:11 PM

right, it would have to be next week. 

On Mon, Feb 21, 2011 at 7:53 PM, Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

When would we have time for this press conference? Not this week...
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2011 07:50 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: Early Innovator Grant 
 
Sure. FIrst off, I dont think Doak should say anything until we have our ducks in a
row, so please pass that on. 

The conversation I had with Brian was that we could combine the announcement
about the exchange with other health care initiatives that are coming down the
pipeline, such as the House's work with HSA's (Katie, please correct me if thats not
the particular initiative). So we would have a leadership press conference with
Steele, Bingman, Fallin and others, similar to what we did with workers comp. I
think thats a good idea. 

Alternatively, we could just drop a release on the health care exchange on Friday,
and Steele could echo our statement in his own release or give us a statement to
use in ours. 

I like the idea of either including the health care exchange announcement as part
of the unveiling of a broader "health agenda." I could also see just dropping a
release about the exchange by itself on a Friday afternoon. Having thought about
it, both of those make more sense than just dropping it alone at the beginning of
the week. And no one in the media at least has asked us about this yet so its not
like we are facing enormous pressure to make an announcement. 

It sounds like Steele will do whatever we want. I was not able to get in touch with
Brejcha today to ask about the Senate. 

On Mon, Feb 21, 2011 at 7:36 PM, Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Unless there was a separate conversation, I was there for it and I think the
house is fine with whatever we want to do provided we provide them with
ample talking points, is that right, Alex?

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2011 07:30 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; 'aweintz@
Alex Weintz
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Subject: Re: Early Innovator Grant

I think we need to be able to announce and move on this, But from alex's email
it sounds like once againb we are waiting on the house...

Alex, can you elaborate on your conversation with brian?

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2011 07:26 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; 'aweintz@
Subject: Early Innovator Grant

I believe tomorrow is Insurance day at the capitol or something and Doak is
hosting a closed door meeting (no press) where he would like to talk about the
exchange and their involvement. So question is can they say anything about the
grant if we have not publicly yet? They will do whatever we want.



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Early Innovator Grant
Date: Monday, February 21, 2011 3:46:01 PM

Please see below…
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2011 3:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Re: Early Innovator Grant
 
Yes, we have both reviewed the grant, and I just got off the phone with julie, and she spent at least
2-3 more hours with derek and nicole, getting them settled, oriented, etc. on friday. Our general
sense is that this is a good opportunity for oklahoma, and to make this an oklahoma specific project.
The timelines are very aggressive. In order to submit this grant on time, it was rushed, but it gets our
foot in the door in a way that could be helpful. We now have an opportunity to have a more
inclusive process, and there is a period of time where we can modify some elements of the grant
response if we need to do so. Through this steering group we must build in more participation from
doi and the private sector, as well as building on what the ohca has done already. I look forward to
our meeting this week on the topic. Tc 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2011 02:17 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Subject: Early Innovator Grant 
 
Just checking in to see if you have had a chance to review the grant application yet? Thanks, Katie
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Ugh
Date: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:27:54 AM

Ya. To be honest I didn't know this was what they wanted to meet about. I knew the opposed the bill
last year but thought they were just coming in to meet w her in general. Oh well, we'll figure it out.

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:24 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Ugh

Um yes, if you knew that was the purpose of the meeting then yes, you should have. Lesson learned. I
didn’t know they had a specific bill in mind.

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew Silvestri
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:22 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Ugh

I should have briefed her on this bill beforehand. She basically just killed it. She just compared it to
obamacare...

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:16 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Ugh

Sorry, they represent some heavy hitters though

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew Silvestri
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2011 11:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Ugh

This is a terrible meeting to preempt our thursday meeting.

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006233
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Media in nyc and dc
Date: Friday, August 19, 2011 8:54:00 AM

In light of the Bloomberg issue - do we need to do that thing in nyc we have tentatively on the
schedule in November? I don’t like rewarding bad behavior

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2011 3:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Media in nyc and dc

Overall interviews went well, especially tv. Wanted to touch on some points that may have veered into
the unknown, or off message etc, so there are no surprises in the immediate future. Can send more
detailed update tomorrow. Remember I am sending what might have gone wrong or might look strange
in print ... Almost everything was fine

The guardian - overall interview was good. veered at one point into ethical arguments about drones
killing civilians for a few mins. Gov basically said that's a discussion for the us military but ultimately
drones have the potential to save lives. Also talked about how the "pray for rain" thing seems strange to
secular england. Gov just said we really needed rain and it didn't seem strange to us

Washington times - first 30 mins of ed board were great. After that - gov was asked about keystone
pipeline. At one point she said creating the pipeline would raise prices in our market, which we want (?
). No idea if that's true but sounds strange.
Tarp also came up and she gave a wishy washy answer about voting against it before she voted for it.
Also a wishy washy answer about whether she would sign arizona style immigration legislation.
Exchange came up and was dicey as always although her answers were fine. They have asked about
that since then so I expect a story of some kind. Aaron and katie sending them info

Financial times - interview went fine but the reporter asked for some specifics which we don't have but
will send.

Forbes - focused on women in politics and was easy

Bloomberg ed board - extremely hostile questioning from editor in chief on teacher's salaries,
obamacare, and don't ask don't tell. Governor gave standard answers and did well

Time - no hiccups

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz
Cc: Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: Fallin Attends U.S.-China Governors Forum in Utah; Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah? Selling U.S. Out to China
Date: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 8:56:00 AM

I love our close minded friends on the right
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 8:44 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Fallin Attends U.S.-China Governors Forum in Utah; Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah? Selling U.S. Out to China
 
FYI (but no real big deal)
 

From: William Crozier [mailto: ] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 11:44 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Fallin Attends U.S.-China Governors Forum in Utah; Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah? Selling U.S. Out to China
 

fyi.............this is what the Right is putting out..Ne How Ma....Wo Hun How...

Date: Tue, 26 Jul 2011 19:36:05 -0700
From: terrypierce41
Subject: Fallin Attends U.S.-China Governors Forum in Utah; Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah? Selling U.S. Out
to China
To: terrypierce41
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UPDATE - OK Governor Mary Fallin Attends  Controversial NGA
U.S.-China Governors Forum
 

7-16-11 OK Gov. Mary Fallin at NGA Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah. Photo Source: National
Governor's Association.

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin attended the controversial National Governors
Association meeting held in Salt Lake City, Utah July 13-17, 2011.  
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Visit our website: ok-safe.com

Sign up for Newsletter/Action
Alerts

Radio

Listen to America in the
Balance on Truth in Focus
Internet radio.

7/24/11 - Guest Dr. Michael
Coffman, author, researcher
and president of
Environmental Perspectives,
Inc. discusses the Bank of
International Settlements; the
move toward a carbon
currency; the rise of
"Technocracy'; environmental
ties; and China's
involvement.

7/17/11 - OK-SAFE's
Amanda Teegarden calls in
from Salt Lake City, Utah
after attending the U.S.-
China 2011 Conference.
Don Wyatt and Ronda V.
Smith discuss Tulsa 912
Project developments.

7/10/11 Guest Vince Wade,
award winning
investigative reporter,
analyst, and videographer,
has produced a series of
videos appearing on the
china-threat.com website
detailing the role American
universities have played in
transferring sensitive
defense technologies to
China.

7/3/11 - Guest Prof. William
"Bill" Kauffman, Retired,
Department of Aerospace
Engineering, University of
Michigan, President,
Explosion Research and
Investigation Corporation,
was forced into retirement
when he began
questioning the
University's ties with
Communist Chinese,
including sharing defense
technology. Kauffman is a
contributor to the china-
threat.com website.

4/3/11 - Guest Michael F.
Cannon, Director of Health

Only 'authorized' media was allowed into the closed-door sessions,  Security was
extremely tight, with the Governors, along with their entourages, entering and exiting
their tour buses at the back entrance to The Grand America Hotel. 

The photo above was taken during Saturday's Health & Human Services Committee
Session on 7-16-2011.  

This link takes one to the NGA video on this particular session, where Governors
asked questions about a proposed federal rule dealing with state-based exchanges
and PPACA compliance. 

Governor Fallin's question (albeit a long, confused one) about establishing a state-
based exchange begins at minute-marker 35:49.

Video links to the entire NGA Conference, including the U.S.-China Governors Forum
held on Friday, July 15, 2011 are available at the National Governors Association
website.

Other NGA Sessions dealt with Foreign Direct Investment, and included several
Memorandums of Understanding signings.  

The state of Utah, for one, is dedicated to developing "unprecedented partnerships"
with the Communist Chinese, at the government level, as well as at the business and
University levels.

Let the Dealmaking Begin 

From the front page of China Daily USA - present at both conferences - on Thursday,
July 14, 2011:

"Utah Governor Gary Herbert (left) shakes hand with Qinghai Governor Luo
Huining after they signed a Memorandum of Understanding at the Utah State
Capitol in Salt Lake City on Wednesday. Tom Smart / Deseret News"

Questions 

Questions should be directed to each state Governor asking exactly what are their
intentions with Chinese "investment" in their state?

Contact information for OK Governor Mary Fallin:

Phone: 405-521-2342, 800-865-5853
Email: info@gov.ok.gov

Calls and emails are needed to Lt. Governor Todd Lamb, who
answered “Yes” to the question “Is your office planning to actively
seek foreign direct investment in the state of Oklahoma?”
Phone: 405-521-2161
Email: info@gov.ok.gov, attention Lt. Gov. Lamb.
__________________________________________________________

Recent Interviews on America in the Balance:

7/24/11 - Guest Dr. Michael Coffman, author, researcher and president
of Environmental Perspectives, Inc. discusses the International
Settlement Bank and the move toward a carbon currency.

http://et.ratepoint.com/301eeaab7c930c280717cc76ab50fb31/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/d11d363012dc0df28777da01928bf8fe/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/d11d363012dc0df28777da01928bf8fe/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/f6e7ab7f34efbc73cd2d8be1b60acfdf/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/f6e7ab7f34efbc73cd2d8be1b60acfdf/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/8e0b305f23af3fcf38b590a602e440f2/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/5fe1a17682dbe4276acf0f8480f5f023/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/8445ce94614ecbb61ff630eae60df902/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/8445ce94614ecbb61ff630eae60df902/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/8445ce94614ecbb61ff630eae60df902/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030
http://et.ratepoint.com/87937fd03ad32d3e5c1be91687f8f203/83e9312b7c5e537c8a63b2473b6b8030


Policy Studies at the Cato
Institute, discusses why
"Obamacare Can't Be Fixed,
and Now is the Time to
Dismantle It"; federal grants
for state-based health
insurance exchanges; and
why states should not
institute insurance
exchanges. 

Truth in Focus Radio.         

New! Idaho-SAFE:
Sovereignty and Free
Enterprise is catching on -
Check out the new Idaho-
SAFE at www.idaho-safe.org
  

 
 

Contact Us:

Email:
oksafe@windstream.net

Mail: 
OK-SAFE, Inc. 
P.O. Box 33148 
Tulsa, OK  74153 

2011 Dues now due. Your
dues make our work
possible. 

Pay online or make checks
payable to 
OK-SAFE, Inc. and mail to
the above P.O. Box.

Individual: $50/yr
Group: $100/yr

OK-SAFE, Inc. is a 501c4
non-profit Oklahoma
corporation. 

 

 
Blogroll:

OK-SAFE Blog
AxXiom for Liberty
OCPAC
OK2A
OKforTEA
OK Grassroots

7/17/11 - OK-SAFE Exec. Director Amanda Teegarden calls in from
Salt Lake City after attending the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education &
Culture Conference, held in conjunction with the NGA Conference.
Don Wyatt and Ronda V. Smith discuss Tulsa 912 Project
developments.

7/10/11 - Guest Vince Wade, award winning investigative reporter, has produced a
series of videos appearing on China-Threat.com.

7/3/11 - Guest Prof. William "Bill" Kauffman, Retired, Department of Aerospace
Engineering, University of Michigan, President, Explosion Research and Investigation
Corporation, was forced into retirement when he began questioning the University's ties
with Communist Chinese, including sharing defense technology. Kauffman is a
contributor to the china-threat.com website.
 

 

Imagine: The Best Little Whorehouses in...uh, Utah? From the
OK-SAFE Blog

The U.S. is being sold out to the Chinese.  And the U.S. Governors are
greasing the wheels.

The Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah, site of the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Culture &
Education Conference July 14-17, 2011.

Excerpts:
"You are part of making history today.  July 14, 2011 will be one of those days
that you will be able to say to your children, and your grandchildren, that you
were here when history was made.” Lew Cramer, President and CEO World
Trade Center Utah.

"On behalf of the people of Utah, I beg you for your continued partnership with
Utah" Utah Governor Gary Herbert to the Chinese officials and business
interests present at the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture
Conference, 7-14-11.
_________________________________________________________

OK-SAFE, Inc. had the opportunity to send its' representative, Amanda Teegarden, to
the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture Conference held in Salt Lake City,
Utah July 14-17, 2011.
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ROPE
The Anti-Planner
The Online POOP
Tulsa 912Project
Patriot Seed Store
Grassroots in Nebraska
Boondoggle Blog 

Research/News:

American Deception
American Policy Center
Cato Institute
Channeling Reality
EdLibertyWatch
EPIC
Freedom Advocates
Global Research
National Center for Constitutional
Studies
Randy Bright Articles
Reinventing Government
Scribd
Sovereignty International
Tulsa Beacon
WND
Constitutional Alliance

 
 
Reclaiming America for
Christ Event

Date: July 28-29, 2011
Times: 
Thursday, 6:15 pm - 10:15
pm. 
Friday, 1:30 pm - 5:00 pm,
and 6:15 pm - 10:00 pm.
Location: First Baptist Church
of Moore, OK
301 NE 27th St., Moore, OK

Special speakers: Bob
Carnuke, Dr. G Thomas
Sharp, Pastor Dan Fisher,
Pastor Paul Blair, Matt
Barber, Jenni White, US
Representative James
Lankford, State Attorney
General Scott Pruitt, and
State Representative Sally
Kern
Link to flyer.

 

Liberty Forge

The Grand America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah. July 14, 2011.

 
The U.S.-China 2011 event, sponsored by the Mormon-run American-Chinese
Friendship Promotion Society, took place across the street from The Grand
America Hotel, where 32 U.S. Governors met under tight security for the
Annual National Governors Association conference.

That NGA event included the first-ever U.S.-China Governors Forum
(document here.)  Chinese provincial leaders and Governors, all members of the
CPC, spoke at both events.

Qin Guangrong, Governor of Yunnan Province, July 14, 2011

Qin Guangrong, Governor of Yunnan Province, Salt Lake City, Utah, July 14, 2011.  Biography says
he began his career as a member of the Communist Youth League in Hunan in 1975.

Hotels - Or The Best Little Whorehouses in...Utah?

Over the four-day span these two otherwise fine hotels could have more
appropriately been named the “The Best Little Whorehouses in... Utah”.  (Where
‘whorehouse’ is defined as a place where those seek after that which is immoral
and idolatrous.)
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Liberty Forge is a social
network devoted to
connecting voters and groups
who support a constitutionally
limited government. Since
elections are the only part of
our Republic that is
democratic, and the
representative to citizen ratio
is so low, it only makes sense
to have a discussion forum to
enable voters to vet
candidates and issues. The
power of Liberty Forge is in
assigning a discussion forum
to each individual voting
district. As a member you
enroll in your voting district
discussion groups and focus
your time and energy on the
aspects of government which
you have the most power and
responsibility to effect.

Liberty Forge

Chinese Government officials at the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Culture & Education Conference, Little
America Hotel, 7-14-11.

The object of both events was matchmaking; a sort of high-level, speed-dating
event aimed at introducing and pairing up government officials, University R &
D department heads, and Utah businesses (the “girls”) with potential Chinese
partners (the “johns”) who are, after all is said and done, all still
COMMUNISTS. (See bios of Chinese officials below).

Several Memorandums of Understanding were signed between the Chinese and
U.S. Governors and Universities.

What follows at the link below is the transcript of the Opening Plenary Session
of the U.S.-China Trade, Education & Culture Conference, July 14-17, 2011,
held at The Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Transcript and rest of blog post here.  Full report and more photos here.
Acts 17:30-31  "Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance,  God is now declaring to men
that all people everywhere should repent,  because He has fixed a day in which He will  judge the
world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed...."

 

Selling U.S. Out to China
 
Recently, OK-SAFE had the opportunity to interview award-winning
investigative reporter, researcher, and analyst Vince Wade on America
in the Balance.  (Link here.)

This followed our of interview of Prof. William "Bill" Kauffman, retired,
Department of Aerospace Engineering at the University of Michigan,
who re-counted some of the university's activities with regard to the
Chinese - including the sharing of sensitive defense technology.

Both are contributors to a site we all should become familiar with - www.china-
threat.com.

Vince has produced two videos in a series of three dealing with the
"Chinafication" of America.

The first, entitled U.S. Governors Selling Us to China,  is now at this
link:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kaUcwy27Ck

The second, entitled U.S. Governors - The Great American Sellout, is now at
this link:
http://www.youtube.com/user/vincewadeusa1?
blend=3&ob=5#p/u/0/nO1ROoDcfFw

Are you asking the right questions of your governor about their intentions with
Chinese investment in your state?

OK Governor Mary Fallin's number: 405-521-2342, or 800-865-5853.
Email: info@gov.ok.gov

Psalm 118: 8,9 - "It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man; It  is better to take
refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes."

 

Livin' Large in Hong Kong - Try 150 Sq. Ft. Apartment
Source: WSJ 
Video: Living in Hong Kong’s Tiny Apartment Units

Hong Kong's home prices have skyrocketed in recent years, forcing residents
like Yang Lianchun and her family to live in subdivided apartments. She talks
to the WSJ about what it's like for a family of four to live in 150 square feet of
space.

OK-SAFE Comment: Are you ready for sustainable development living?

OK-SAFE, Inc.,  PO Box 33148, Tulsa, OK 74153
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From: Denise Northrup
To: "baxter "
Cc: AJ Mallory
Subject: Re: OCPA meeting with Governor Fallin Staff
Date: Tuesday, April 19, 2011 4:00:13 PM

Happy birthday general!

Ill have aj look at those dates and see if they work!
 
From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto  
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2011 03:53 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Subject: FW: OCPA meeting with Governor Fallin Staff 
 
Denise, way ahead?? Lee
 
MG(R) Lee Baxter
President
Signal Mountain Associates, Inc
608 SW D Ave; Suite #1
Lawton, Oklahoma 73501
580-581-1300(o)

 (c)
580-248-3916 (fax)
 
From: MG(R) Lee Baxter [mailto:  
Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2011 9:34 AM
To: 'Denise Northrup'
Cc: glenn.coffee@gov.ok.gov; Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov; 'Michael Carnuccio'; Baxter MG (R) Lee
Subject: OCPA meeting with Governor Fallin Staff
 
Denise, appreciate the call on Thursday and have attached four instances of OCPA strong support
for the Governor’s great work in the past months. Please be certain, OCPA is in full support of our
leadership and considers her to be the most conservative Governor in the United States. Doubt we
can always agree on every issue, but we clearly are on the very same azimuth.
 
As we discussed on Thursday, Michael Carnuccio and I  would like to meet with you, Secretary Coffee
and Katie Altshuler so we may gain insight into the remaining portion of the Governor’s agenda and
understand how we can better input our concerns early on, and understand the Governors
perspective. I want to add a couple of things.
 
1. Everybody needs to understand that the opinion of an individual Board member who may be an
outspoken advocate for a particular position, does not represent an OCPA position. We want to
clarify with you who “speaks” for OCPA so there is not confusion on that point.

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
mailto:AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov


 
2. Know your concerns that we all want to see strong Workers Comp reform, though we might differ
on the means to that end. I believe OCPA will be pleased to understand that this reform can be
“incremental” and may not all be completed at once. I am certain OCPA can be very supportive, and
publicly, when we understand that first steps are not final steps. The individual concerns of Board
members that I have heard have not been sensing an immediacy to solve it all at once, but rather
that steps taken this year are not to be the only steps. I think that is worth discussion when we
meet.
 
3. I personally have a horrible business travel schedule ahead, but Michael and I could meet on April

29th in the afternoon or  May 2d in the afternoon. Would either of those work for the three of you?

Would also be available May 9th.
 
MG (R) Lee Baxter
Signal Mountain Associates, Inc
608 SW D Ave; Suite #1
Lawton, Oklahoma 73501
Phone: 580-581-1300 (o)
Phone:  (c)
Fax: 580-248-3916

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                         
March 2, 2011
Contact: Jason Sutton
(405) 248-8960 or jason@ocpathink.org
 

OCPA Applauds Passage of Senate Bill 3

OKLAHOMA CITY (March 2, 2011) -- The Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs (OCPA)
released the following statement today regarding the passage in the Senate of Senate Bill
3, which included an amendment by Senator Tom Adelson to eliminate the state
corporate and individual income taxes.

“Lawmakers have repeatedly stated their goal is to make Oklahoma the state of choice
for business,” said OCPA Fiscal Policy Director Jonathan Small, CPA.  “The weight of
evidence shows the best way to do that is by reducing the tax burden on businesses and
individuals.  Therefore, we applaud lawmakers on both sides of the aisle for advancing
the conversation of comprehensive tax reform this session. It is clear that lowering
Oklahoma’s tax burden is a bipartisan effort.”  

http://e2ma.net/go/9272527628/3583370/105165244/22291/goto:http:/www.ocpathink.org/homepage/
http://e2ma.net/go/9272527628/3583370/105165245/22291/goto:http:/www.ocpathink.org/perspective/
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OCPA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan think tank which formulates public policy research and analysis
consistent with the principles of free enterprise, limited government, and individual initiative. 
 
 

###
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                         
April 14, 2011
Contact: Jason Sutton, OCPA
(405) 248-8960 or Jason@ocpathink.org 
 

OCPA Statement on Gov. Fallin’s Decision to Reject Federal Insurance Exchange
Grant

 
OKLAHOMA CITY (April 14, 2011) – The Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs (OCPA) released
the following statement regarding Gov. Fallin’s decision during a media availability today to reject
the $54 million federal grant awarded to the state to begin implementing health insurance
exchanges as required under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

“Today Gov. Fallin and our state leaders stood on their campaign promises to protect the people of
Oklahoma from the rigid, one-size-fits-all approach of Obamacare,” said Jason Sutton, J.D., health
policy analyst for OCPA. “Oklahoma needs patient-centered health reforms that meet our state’s
unique needs. A health insurance exchange could be a useful tool in creating an insurance market
based on choice and competition; unfortunately, using the federal grant to build our exchange
would handcuff our state to Obamacare. Rejecting those funds is the best decision for Oklahoma.”

“The best way to protect Oklahoma from Obamcare is to not implement Obamacare,” said Michael
Carnuccio, OCPA president. “Today, Gov. Fallin and legislative leaders showed that they are willing
to put the citizens of Oklahoma above bureaucrats and do what is right for our state. Gov. Fallin
has demonstrated the type of true conservative leadership our state and nation need.”
 

###
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OCPA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan think tank which formulates public policy research and
analysis consistent with the principles of free enterprise, limited government, and
individual initiative. 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                         
April 6, 2011
Contact: Jason Sutton, OCPA
(405) 248-8960 or Jason@ocpathink.org 
 

OCPA Statement on the Governor's Signing of House Bill 2128
 
OKLAHOMA CITY (April 6, 2011) – The Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs (OCPA)
released the following statement today regarding the Governor signing into law House Bill
2128, which places a cap on non-economic damages in civil disputes.  

“The signing of this significant bill achieves a core component of genuine lawsuit reform,”
said Andrew Spiropoulos, OCPA’s Milton Friedman Distinguished Fellow and a
Constitutional Law professor. “This sensible framework for the award of non-economic
damages will discourage the filing of meritless lawsuits while protecting the right of the
truly wronged to be made whole.”

"Oklahoma's economy has long been waiting for the leadership displayed today by the
Governor and Legislature," said OCPA President Michael Carnuccio. "Today, our state
became more competitive by removing the specter of lawsuit abuse."
 

###
 
OCPA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan think tank which formulates public policy research and
analysis consistent with the principles of free enterprise, limited government, and
individual initiative. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                         
April 14, 2011
Contact: Jason Sutton, OCPA
(405) 248-8960 or Jason@ocpathink.org 
 

OCPA Statement on Commissioner Doak’s Decision to Return Federal Grant
 
OKLAHOMA CITY (April 14, 2011) – The Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs (OCPA)
released the following statement today regarding Insurance Commissioner John Doak’s
decision to return a $1 million federal grant awarded to the state to review “excessive”
rate increases as required under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

“Commissioner Doak made the right decision today to stand with Oklahomans, who are
overwhelmingly opposed to Obamacare,” said Jason Sutton, J.D., health policy analyst
for OCPA. “As a long-time insurance agent and industry executive, Commissioner Doak
knows better than anyone the harmful effects Obamacare will have on the insurance
industry, on premium costs and on our state’s economy. This decision shows tremendous
leadership on his part and we commend him.”
 

###
 

OCPA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan think tank which formulates public policy research and
analysis consistent with the principles of free enterprise, limited government, and
individual initiative. 
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 8:08:09 PM

Thx
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 08:06 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: health insurance exchanges 
 
That he didn't meet with the gov or her staff. 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 08:04 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: health insurance exchanges 
 
Good, so whay did you tell wayne green?
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 08:00 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: health insurance exchanges 
 
Yeah he was talking about a meeting he had with senate staff and he told wayne greene he doesn't
want to take federal money. Supposedly bingman and crew have subsequently told him to put a lid
on it
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 07:47 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: health insurance exchanges 
 
So did you get to the bottom of the billbrown comment?
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 01:11 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: health insurance exchanges 
 
Wayne Greene with the Tulsa World called about this mornings meeting … I told him there appeared
to be consensus that we need to build a state exchange to prevent an ObamaCare exchange being
implemented in 2013. I told him no decisions were reached on the composition of that exchange or
who would fund it but we were working with the Senate and House to build consensus on that. We
anticipate more meetings in the near future to that end
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
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phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: "clarkjolley
Subject: Fw:
Date: Thursday, March 31, 2011 2:52:37 PM

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 01:39 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re:

Questions from press for speaker:
- reax to bingman statement
We did this to get out in front of obamacare and draft free market plan. We all oppose obamacare.
Looking forward to seeing what bingmans concern is and what his plans are.
- could state compacts bill be a vehicle?
I don't know.
- can we still spend the money?
If we don't establish a board and a free market exchange then the feds will come in and establish it
- will state give money back?
I don't know
- bingman says we are trapping ourselves into obamacare
Respectfully disagree. Its meant to prevent obamacare. We will have obamacare in 2013
- were u surprised
Didn't really answer
- senate/house relations strained?
We r all committed to fighting federal overreach
- will it impact bingmans bills in house?
I need to visit with bingman
- are you now out there on ur own on this issue?
Reiterated position on exchanges

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 01:28 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup

I'm at steele's presser to see what the deal is

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234


From: Glenn Coffee
To: Denise Northrup; Craig Perry; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: story on newsok.com
Date: Thursday, March 31, 2011 1:39:57 PM

I think we need to have the boss call the PPT today. 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 01:30 PM
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: Re: story on newsok.com 
 
Dammit
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 01:20 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: story on newsok.com 
 

Oklahoma Senate won't hear health insurance exchange bill

Gov. Mary Fallin has supported the bill.

 BY JOHN ESTUS Capitol Bureau jestus@opubco.com   
Published: March 31, 2011

The Senate won't hear a bill championed by Gov. Mary Fallin that would help
create an online state health insurance exchange, Senate Pro Tem Brian
Bingman said today.

House Bill 2130 would set up a board to oversee development of a website for
Oklahomans to shop for health insurance policies. The website is commonly
referred to as a health care exchange.

The new federal health care law passed last year calls for health insurance
exchanges.

Oklahoma Republicans have been divided on whether the state should create
the exchange. Many oppose it because the state has sued the federal
government to challenge the constitutionality of the health care law.

“I want to make it plain that the Senate Republicans are not for the
Obamacare,” Bingman said.

Bingman, R-Sapulpa, said he has not spoken with Fallin yet about the

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=140467
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decision not to hear HB 2130 in the Senate.

Fallin has been criticized by fellow Republicans for accepting $54 million in
federal money to create the exchange despite voting against the health care bill
while she was in Congress and supporting Oklahoma's lawsuit challenging the
health care law.

While defending her support for the exchange earlier this week, Fallin said the
health care law is, for now, “the law of the land” and that the state is required
to follow it.

http://www.newsok.com/keysearch/?er=1&CANONICAL=U.S.+Republican+Party&CATEGORY=ORGANIZATION


From: Denise Northrup
To: Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: story on newsok.com
Date: Thursday, March 31, 2011 1:30:21 PM

Dammit
 
From: Craig Perry 
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 01:20 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper 
Subject: story on newsok.com 
 

Oklahoma Senate won't hear health insurance exchange bill

Gov. Mary Fallin has supported the bill.

 BY JOHN ESTUS Capitol Bureau jestus@opubco.com   
Published: March 31, 2011

The Senate won't hear a bill championed by Gov. Mary Fallin that would help
create an online state health insurance exchange, Senate Pro Tem Brian
Bingman said today.

House Bill 2130 would set up a board to oversee development of a website for
Oklahomans to shop for health insurance policies. The website is commonly
referred to as a health care exchange.

The new federal health care law passed last year calls for health insurance
exchanges.

Oklahoma Republicans have been divided on whether the state should create
the exchange. Many oppose it because the state has sued the federal
government to challenge the constitutionality of the health care law.

“I want to make it plain that the Senate Republicans are not for the
Obamacare,” Bingman said.

Bingman, R-Sapulpa, said he has not spoken with Fallin yet about the
decision not to hear HB 2130 in the Senate.

Fallin has been criticized by fellow Republicans for accepting $54 million in
federal money to create the exchange despite voting against the health care bill
while she was in Congress and supporting Oklahoma's lawsuit challenging the
health care law.
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While defending her support for the exchange earlier this week, Fallin said the
health care law is, for now, “the law of the land” and that the state is required
to follow it.



From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Budget cuts/Health exchange money
Date: Thursday, March 31, 2011 12:39:00 PM

Too late J
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 12:39 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Budget cuts/Health exchange money
 
Be back in 10 mins. Went to get food before stuff hit fan 
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 12:33 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Budget cuts/Health exchange money 
 
Where are you alex?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 12:33 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Budget cuts/Health exchange money
 
Looks like he said we shouldn't take the money either 
 
From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 12:29 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Budget cuts/Health exchange money 
 
Alex:
Sen. Bingman made mention of two things that I think it’s important to seek a comment
from the governor on:

1.       He indicated the Senate will not hear HB 2130 which sets up the health insurance
exchanges because he’s concerned about the state “falling into a trap of adopting
Obamacare.” He also indicated he thinks the state should not accept any more of the
$54 million offered by the feds to help set up the exchange.

2.       Bingman also indicated that he expects cuts to public education will be deeper than
the 3 percent Fallin proposed in her executive budget. He said today he anticipates
those cuts will be deeper, reaching as high as 5 to 7 percent.

 
Also, the Senate today approved bills to eliminate trial de novo and to expand the power of
the state superintendent, both of which are headed to the governor’s desk, as I understand
it.
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
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I am interested in Fallin’s response to these developments, as well as any statement she
may have with regard to former Senate President Pro Tem Mike Morgan being indicted in
federal court.
Thanks,
SM
 
Sean Murphy, Capitol Correspondent
The Associated Press
525 Central Park Dr., Suite 202
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
smurphy@ap.org
(405) 525-2121 (Bureau)
(405) 525-8195 (Capitol)
(405) 550-4541 (Cell)
(405) 524-7465 (Fax)
 

The information contained in this communication is intended
for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of
this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that
any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication
is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-
212-621-1898 
and delete this e-mail. Thank you.
[IP_US_DISC]msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938

mailto:smurphy@ap.org


From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: Budget cuts/Health exchange money
Date: Thursday, March 31, 2011 12:34:00 PM

And as far as education funding goes, I’m willing to throw the protem back under the bus because
the house wants to keep education funding at 3% cut – hickman told me that yesterday. Turnabout
is fair play.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 12:33 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Budget cuts/Health exchange money
 
Looks like he said we shouldn't take the money either 
 
From: Murphy, Sean [mailto:smurphy@ap.org] 
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2011 12:29 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Budget cuts/Health exchange money 
 
Alex:
Sen. Bingman made mention of two things that I think it’s important to seek a comment
from the governor on:

1.       He indicated the Senate will not hear HB 2130 which sets up the health insurance
exchanges because he’s concerned about the state “falling into a trap of adopting
Obamacare.” He also indicated he thinks the state should not accept any more of the
$54 million offered by the feds to help set up the exchange.

2.       Bingman also indicated that he expects cuts to public education will be deeper than
the 3 percent Fallin proposed in her executive budget. He said today he anticipates
those cuts will be deeper, reaching as high as 5 to 7 percent.

 
Also, the Senate today approved bills to eliminate trial de novo and to expand the power of
the state superintendent, both of which are headed to the governor’s desk, as I understand
it.
 
I am interested in Fallin’s response to these developments, as well as any statement she
may have with regard to former Senate President Pro Tem Mike Morgan being indicted in
federal court.
Thanks,
SM
 
Sean Murphy, Capitol Correspondent
The Associated Press
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525 Central Park Dr., Suite 202
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
smurphy@ap.org
(405) 525-2121 (Bureau)
(405) 525-8195 (Capitol)
(405) 550-4541 (Cell)
(405) 524-7465 (Fax)
 

The information contained in this communication is intended
for the use
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of
this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified
that you have received this communication in error, and that
any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication
is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-
212-621-1898 
and delete this e-mail. Thank you.
[IP_US_DISC]msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: can i send fAQ"s out?
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:36:00 PM

That’s fine
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:36 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: can i send fAQ's out?
 
To give them as much “good” info as possible from us vs. “bad” info from OK-SAFE and Pat Campbell
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:35 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: can i send fAQ's out?
 
You can send the press, I don’t care, just wondering what the strategy in just dumping info out there
is…
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:29 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: can i send fAQ's out?
 
I can just send it to legislators if you want – it can go out to press anytime. Kaleb indicated that some
senators and reps have townhall meetings tomorrow and want it right no. how about just to staff
and legislators for the time being?
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:27 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: can i send fAQ's out?
 
To press?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:06 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: can i send fAQ's out?
 
At a minimum to staff and legislators, although I don’t see why we wouldn’t just send it to our whole
list
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:03 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: can i send fAQ's out?
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Yes, to whom?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 4:54 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: can i send fAQ's out?
 

Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange:

Frequently Asked Questions
 

·         What is a health insurance exchange?

            Health insurance exchanges are online portals where consumers can get information about
various health insurance plans, compare prices and ultimately purchase health insurance.  The
Oklahoma-based exchange that Governor Mary Fallin supports will be a patient-centered, pro-
market exchange consistent with her conservative values. The purpose of the exchange will be to
empower consumers with information and to use free market principles to contain health insurance
costs.

The premiere conservative think tank in the nation, the Heritage Foundation, supports the
creation of these exchanges. In a March 21, 2011 document entitled “A State Lawmaker’s Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges,” the Heritage Foundation outlines the necessity of developing a state
exchange in the immediate future.
 

·         What happens if Oklahoma does not establish its own exchange?

            If a state does not establish its own health insurance exchange, the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA, also known as “ObamaCare”) mandates that President Obama’s
HHS Secretary is required to establish a federally run exchange in that state. As the Heritage
Foundation writes, “…the sooner a state declares ‘non-compliance’ with the PPACA, the sooner
HHS will build an exchange in that state to act as a federal insurance regulator.”  In other words, a
state that does not build its own insurance exchange is resigning itself to the presence of federally
designed, federally run exchange.
            The best way to ward off a federal takeover of that kind if to pursue what the Heritage
Foundation calls “defensive” reform efforts to block federal interference. One of those defensive
efforts is the creation of a market-based exchange that Governor Fallin and other conservative
lawmakers are seeking to create.
 

·         President Obama says he supports exchanges and one element of ObamaCare is the
creation of a federal exchange? How can exchanges be conservative?

http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/03/A-State-Lawmakers-Guide-to-Health-Insurance-Exchanges
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The Heritage Foundation writes:
Consumer-Centered Exchanges vs. ObamaCare Exchanges

            “The first point to understand is that the entire design for health insurance exchanges in
the PPACA is a perversion of the core concept of what is an otherwise sound approach to
improving health insurance markets. … It is important to recognize that it is ObamaCare’s
perversion of the exchanges, not the original concept itself, that is the problem. … Consequently,
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term ‘health insurance exchange’ should not deter state
lawmakers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, market-based reforms that employ state
exchanges to perform purely administrative functions.”
 

·         How much will it cost to build a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma? How will
we pay for it?

            Cost estimates vary based on the composition and governance of the exchange. Currently,
the plans for an Oklahoma exchange are in their infancy. HB 2130, which the governor is asking
lawmakers to support, creates a governing board for the Oklahoma exchange which will, over the
course of the next months and years, answer that question. The governor’s office and the state
department of health are also holding regular “stakeholder meetings” to allow consumers, industry
professionals and concerned citizens to weigh in on what they would like to see in an exchange.
            Currently, it will be a challenge for the state of Oklahoma to afford the cost of
implementing and maintaining a health insurance exchange on its own. The state is facing a $500
million budget shortfall and cuts to the department of health are expected to be at least 3% in the
next fiscal year.
            Fortunately, Oklahoma has received a $54 million Early Innovator Grant from the federal
government. That does not mean, however, it will cost $54 million to establish and run an
exchange. Governor Fallin plans on returning any money the state does not use.
 

·         Does accepting federal money mean that Oklahoma is agreeing to implement
ObamaCare?

            No. The Early Innovator Grant was awarded to Oklahoma to be used to build a state-based
exchange. The Oklahoma legislature had already passed a bill authorizing the creation of such an
exchange; the grant simply provides the money needed to fund it. Governor Fallin will not
support any legislation that forces ObamaCare on the state of Oklahoma.
             
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: :(
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:34:00 PM

Faught doesn’t give a shit
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 2:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: :(
 
FYI - GMF said at lunch she thinks if someone tells Faught she's disappointed in him, he may back
off.

I'm not as confident as GMF on this point.

 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 02:09 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup 
Cc: Aaron Cooper 
Subject: :( 
 
I just got a call from someone who was sent to me by Faught asking to see a copy of the “contract”
Governor Fallin signed accepting the early innovator grant money. I told them we have not signed a
contract of any kind.
 
This is the kind of stuff that is out there
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: Health care concerns
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 12:04:00 PM

No, I want an hour of peace and quite to catch up on shit. You boys have fun :)

Not being antisocial, I'm just slammed. And my ass doesn’t need BTT - we're approaching lake season!

-----Original Message-----
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 12:07 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Health care concerns

You want to join?

-----Original Message-----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 12:02 PM
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: Health care concerns

Alex and Andrew are on their way...

-----Original Message-----
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: RE: Health care concerns

Anybody up for a quick Big Truck lunch?

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:56 AM
To: Kaleb Bennett; Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

It should be noted however, that Coburn is not opposed to exchanges in fact he proposes them in his
Health Care Reform bill of 2009.

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:50 AM
To: Kaleb Bennett; Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

Word is already out and has been, Coburn is not in favor of taking the money.  But he is not in the
Governors position. If the law is not overturned we will have to implement obamacare anyway, this is
not new.

----- Original Message -----
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From: Kaleb Bennett
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:47 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

True but they hate are afraid the grant will tie us to a program we don't want.

My understanding is Coburn is against states taking such grant money. Once word gets out about that
we won't be able to get these votes back.

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:38 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

Okay, what coffee said!

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:37 AM
To: Glenn Coffee; Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

There is language in the bill saying that it will be funded through federal grant money. Speaker included
that language thinking at the time that if it included state money it would not get passed because of
the budget shortfall. You can say we are requesting that provision be stricken from the bill.

We are also working on additional recommendations with regard to representation on the governance
board, but no details yet, but you can say that we are open to considering/ recommending changes.
Ultimately it is the Speakers bill and in Senate hands and they decide what changes are made, so I
want to be a little careful.

----- Original Message -----
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:38 AM
To: Craig Perry; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise
Northrup
Subject: RE: Health care concerns

The grant money  ISN'T in the bill.  We don't need legislative approval to accept the grant.

-----Original Message-----
From: Craig Perry
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:27 AM
To: Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Denise Northrup; Glenn
Coffee
Subject: Re: Health care concerns

McCullough just basically told me the same thing and also that Newberry told him the Senate wants to
strike the grant money language out of the bill.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kaleb Bennett
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:12 AM



To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fw: Health care concerns

Sent this to Denise and Glenn didn't mean to leave u guys off

----- Original Message -----
From: Kaleb Bennett
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:10 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Health care concerns

I think we need to get these Senators in a room and go over their concerns. They are all over the map
about the grant funds and this obligates the state. Also Coburn is opposed and is likely to say so soon.
We may not get these guys back if that happens.

Brecheen and Treat both Coburn staffers r on the retirement and insurance cmte. Coburn says its a bad
idea to take the grant money we'll likely lose their vote.



From: Glenn Coffee
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Maine gets break in federal health care overhaul - CNBC
Date: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 1:33:00 PM

Oklahoma passed a measure (and state question I believe) last year asking to opt out of
ACA(Obamacare)

The feds have now granted over 1,000 waivers to private companies such as McDonald's

I was simply suggesting that Matt Pinnell or Pruitt or a legislator should say they should give the citizens
of Oklahoma the same courtesy to either grant a waiver or a block grant to build a solution that fits
Oklahoma.

Not a big deal.

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 1:24 PM
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: Maine gets break in federal health care overhaul - CNBC

Can you explain? Andrew, Katie and I don’t get it ... Do you want us to ask for our own waiver and try
to press that? I don’t understand how we'd get earned media on maine's waiver

-----Original Message-----
From: Glenn Coffee
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2011 1:11 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Maine gets break in federal health care overhaul - CNBC

We should have somebody get earned media on this.

http://www.cnbc.com/id/41978227
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Early Innovator Grant
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 5:28:08 PM

There you go...always thinking ahead!

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 05:26 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Early Innovator Grant

i kind of liked it better when she stayed home all day and the apartment was clean, but yeah, now i can
start charging her rent and make her buy me stuff
________________________________________
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 5:08 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Early Innovator Grant

You are so funny! Glad becky got a job so she can start pulling her own weight :)

Ill see u wednesday

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 05:05 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Early Innovator Grant

i'm feeling a little better. i'll be at work tomorrow. thanks.

I forgot to tell you - Becky actually started work at OU doing marketing for their IT department (not one
of the ones about to be consolidated). It's a good job and she's really excited. Today was her third day
at work.

I hope things with your dad are going OK. I know that's been tough.

________________________________________
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 5:04 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Early Innovator Grant

Thanks alex. How are you feeling?

Did becky get the living social job?

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 05:01 PM
To: Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Early Innovator Grant
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i talked to Terry Cline and he's going to call Michael Cross. Also gave him some of our talkers and its
clear he's very understanding of our sensitivities re: the early innovator grant.
________________________________________
From: Dana Wolpert
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:07 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Re: Early Innovator Grant

She'll be on a plane all morning.

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 04:05 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Dana Wolpert
Subject: Re: Early Innovator Grant

She may not be available at all so it may not be an issue anyway?

----- Original Message -----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 04:01 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Early Innovator Grant

What do you guys want to do here? I think it's good to have her on tape saying that the exchange is a
good thing for Oklahoma and there's no contradiction in taking federal dollars to help speed it up ... but
it is something that requires some focus. If she's too busy to do it we might want to think about getting
Terry Cline
________________________________________
From: Cross, Michael [michael.cross@okstate.edu]
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:00 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Early Innovator Grant

Alex,

Could Gov. Fallin be available in the morning for an interview about the Early Innovator Grant? I can do
it over the phone at (405) 525-9932. It will take no more than 7 minutes. I will be in the office after
7:30am.

Thanks,

Michael Cross
KOSU Capitol Bureau Chief
(405) 525-9932
(405)412-5200 cell



From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; "aweintz "; "glenn.coffee@sos.ok.gov"
Subject: RE: Other Early Innovator States
Date: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 8:13:00 AM

So we got the biggest award, crazy.
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 7:51 AM
To: Denise Northrup; 'aweintz ; 'glenn.coffee@sos.ok.gov'
Subject: Fw: Other Early Innovator States
 

 
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 07:44 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Other Early Innovator States 
 

Kansas: Kansas Insurance Department, $31,537,465

Maryland: Maryland Dept of Health and Mental Hygiene, $6,227,454

Multi-State Consortia: University of Massachusetts Medical School,
$35,591,333

New York: New York Department of Health, $27,431,432

Oklahoma: Oklahoma Health Care Authority, $54,582,269

Oregon: Oregon Health Authority, $48,096,307

Wisconsin: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, $37,757,266

 
 
Nico Gomez
Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Communications, Outreach and Reporting
Oklahoma Health Care Authority
*2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite 1-A
Oklahoma City, OK 73107
 
*Please note new mailing address!!
 
phone:  405-522-7484
fax:  405-530-3482
e-mail: nico.gomez@okhca.org
 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
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mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Denise Northrup
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Additional Information for BiCam Agenda
Date: Monday, February 14, 2011 5:42:00 PM
Importance: High

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 5:33 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Additional Information for BiCam Agenda
Importance: High
 

1)       IT Freeze:  My state of the state and executive budget included a freeze on IT capital
spending for all agencies, which will result in major savings for this fiscal year.  This will
enable us to capture existing money and to put a hold on all projects until the CIO can
perform due diligence on each of these projects.  In many cases we are throwing money
away on these projects and enabling agencies to continue to support outdated systems that
are not uniform.  I am very serious about moving forward with this and if we all agree it
would be beneficial to move legislation asap, so that agencies do not begin to spend this
money now.  I am in the process of working with the following departments to voluntarily
participate in the freeze and consolidation of IT staff: Health, Ag, Commerce and Tourism. 
However a mandate will be required for the other entities.  This is a portion of the $146
million dollar savings figure associated with shared services.

 
2) Exchange Update:

 
-          I have designated Secretary of Health Terry Kline to serve as the lead on implementation of

the Health Insurance Exchange.  My staff has been in regular communication with the
stakeholders: Insurance Department and Health Care Authority.  I am meeting with
Commissioner Doak, Secretary Kline and Director Mike Fogarty to establish a formal line of
communication regarding this process going forward.  My staff has also been in contact with
interested legislators and will continue to keep you all informed.

-          The Feds are scheduled to announce the Early Innovator Grant (OHCA applied for the grant
in December under Governor Henry). We are uniquely qualified based on Insure OK and our
HUB enabling legislation. Seven (states that made applications have been kept confidential)
states applied and apparently five will receive grants in the ballpark of $50 million each. If
we are awarded the grant we will review it with a fine tooth comb to make sure that it is in
keeping with our philosophy on reform.
 

3)       Joint Rules: I have put in a couple of requests to Jarred and Brian and have yet to hear
anything. I will keep you posted!

 
Please let me know if you need anything else. Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Additional Information for BiCam Agenda
Date: Monday, February 14, 2011 5:42:00 PM

Thanks Katie!
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 5:33 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Additional Information for BiCam Agenda
Importance: High
 

1)       IT Freeze:  My state of the state and executive budget included a freeze on IT capital
spending for all agencies, which will result in major savings for this fiscal year.  This will
enable us to capture existing money and to put a hold on all projects until the CIO can
perform due diligence on each of these projects.  In many cases we are throwing money
away on these projects and enabling agencies to continue to support outdated systems that
are not uniform.  I am very serious about moving forward with this and if we all agree it
would be beneficial to move legislation asap, so that agencies do not begin to spend this
money now.  I am in the process of working with the following departments to voluntarily
participate in the freeze and consolidation of IT staff: Health, Ag, Commerce and Tourism. 
However a mandate will be required for the other entities.  This is a portion of the $146
million dollar savings figure associated with shared services.

 
2) Exchange Update:

 
-          I have designated Secretary of Health Terry Kline to serve as the lead on implementation of

the Health Insurance Exchange.  My staff has been in regular communication with the
stakeholders: Insurance Department and Health Care Authority.  I am meeting with
Commissioner Doak, Secretary Kline and Director Mike Fogarty to establish a formal line of
communication regarding this process going forward.  My staff has also been in contact with
interested legislators and will continue to keep you all informed.

-          The Feds are scheduled to announce the Early Innovator Grant (OHCA applied for the grant
in December under Governor Henry). We are uniquely qualified based on Insure OK and our
HUB enabling legislation. Seven (states that made applications have been kept confidential)
states applied and apparently five will receive grants in the ballpark of $50 million each. If
we are awarded the grant we will review it with a fine tooth comb to make sure that it is in
keeping with our philosophy on reform.
 

3)       Joint Rules: I have put in a couple of requests to Jarred and Brian and have yet to hear
anything. I will keep you posted!

 
Please let me know if you need anything else. Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 



From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Early innovator
Date: Monday, February 14, 2011 9:56:00 AM

Coburn, really? He'll tell us to get rid of it, right?

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto: ]
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 9:55 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Early innovator

if we get it, we m want to consider having insurance dept review grant
application and award, could  also request assistance from coburns
office possibly? I am nervous about relying on our existing resources,
I cam and will go thru it with a fine tooth comb myself, but would
really like an extra set of eyes with some expertise. Just a thought.
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: Re: RTT
Date: Monday, July 25, 2011 4:17:12 PM

I hope you send this to allen wright for his consideration before they give
 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn



From: Denise Northrup
To: "Deby.Snodgrass@OklaTourism.gov"
Subject: Fw: RTT
Date: Monday, July 25, 2011 4:16:49 PM

You can cut and paste brandons tweet and send to TP as an example of why race to the top is
problematic.
 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn



From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: thoughts
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 9:22:57 AM

Because they don't have a clue. Not going to talk to them about it, ill explain
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 09:21 AM
To: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: thoughts 
 
Right well the House is jazzed about McDaniels’ plan so you might want to talk to them about it.
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 9:21 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: thoughts
 
Mcdaniels pension stuff is just screwy and doesn't really fix anything.

Gov is on the calendar for the hoiuse retreat. As glenn pointed out to a senator - tell me how you
come out against roads and bridges. They juist need to suck it up and find the money.
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 09:11 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: thoughts 
 
I had breakfast with Estus and Nate this morning and just wanted to share some thoughts:
 

-          Their offices – or at least their press secretaries -- don’t understand why we need to know
about the health insurance exchange soon or what the possible “decisions” facing the
governor are. It might be helpful, if we do want to share this info, to say: here are the
governor’s options, here are the dates she would have to make these decisions by, and
here’s why.

-          Estus says the gov’s transportation plan is going to be a big topic at the House retreat. If the
governor is not going, or even if she is, it might be a good idea to try to get Ridley in there to
present some info on it. We can also take the bullet points, press release, talkers etc

-          On pension reform, was it McDaniels’ plan that you all were not sold on? If so, you may
want to talk to House staff. It seems like that’s going to be an agenda item for Steele and
McDaniels is going to run point on it.  

 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317



Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ( ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Tipps (Beth.Tipps@tn.gov); Bill McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov);
bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann ( ;
brandymarty03  Brian McManus (Brian.McManus2 ; Brian Nutt

); carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine Bartel; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov);
CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; David Perry
(david.perry@governor.alabama.gov); david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ( );
Deborah.Gramiccioni@gov.state.nj.us; Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona
DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emainigi ;
griffin ; jabot10 ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff
Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter
(jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; Johnny Blackmon
(johnny.blackmon@governor.alabama.gov); Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman ); Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov);
Lgromis ; Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson ( ; Marissa
Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov); mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael DiSabato
(Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard );
Rebekah Mason (rebekah.mason@governor.alabama.gov); rebmyers@state.pa.us;
renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; Richard Bark (rbark@az.gov); rob.jakubik ; Robert
Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Russ Kelly (russ.kelly@alaska.gov); Ryan McGinness );
Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov);
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith );
travisrichmond  Tyler Yingling; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); Wendy Riemann
(Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov); will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell)
Subject: $111 billion increase in costs for Admin healthcare plan
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 3:42:56 PM

Below please find an AP article on the $111 Billion cost increase for Obamacare health care
subsidies - - an increase that HHS Secretary Sebelius was unaware of during an appearance before a
Congressional Committee on Tuesday.
 
Here is a link the letter sent to Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner by Ways & Means Chairman Dave
Camp, demanding an explanation for the revised figures:
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/UploadedFiles/Camp Geithner Letter 3-2-12.pdf
 
Have a great weekend…
 
 
Will Kinzel
Assistant to the Speaker for Policy
Office of the Speaker
(202) 225-0882 DIRECT

 CELL
 
+++++
 
Cost estimate for insurance aid jumps $111B; administration cites technical budget issues
Associated Press
March 2, 2012
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/cost-estimate-for-insurance-aid-jumps-111b-white-
house-cites-technical-budget-changes/2012/03/02/gIQAfGNhmR print.html
 



WASHINGTON — Cost estimates for a key part of President Barack Obama’s health care overhaul
law have ballooned by $111 billion from last year’s budget, and a senior Republican lawmaker on
Friday demanded an explanation.
 
House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Dave Camp, R-Mich., wants to know by Monday why
the estimated cost of helping millions of middle-class Americans buy health insurance has jumped
by about 30 percent for an eight-year period, from 2014-2021.
 
Administration officials say the explanation lies in budget technicalities and that there are no
significant changes in the program.
 
Cost estimates for new government programs can be wide off the mark. For example, the actual cost
of President George W. Bush’s Medicare prescription drug benefit came in lower than estimated, so
it wasn’t as big a drag on federal finances as initially forecast.
 
The revised health care overhaul numbers, buried deep in the president’s budget, stumped
lawmakers and some administration officials earlier in the week. At a congressional hearing Tuesday,
Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, who is in charge of carrying out the health
care law, indicated she was unaware of the changes.
 
At issue are subsidies that will be provided under the health care law to help middle class people
buy private coverage in new state insurance markets that open for business in 2014.
 
Last year’s budget estimated the cost of the aid to be $367 billion from 2014-2021. This year’s
budget puts it at $478 billion over the same period.
 
“This staggering increase ... cannot be explained by legislative changes or new economic
assumptions, and therefore must reflect substantial changes in underlying assumptions regarding ...
costs,” Camp wrote Friday in a letter to Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner.
 
Republicans say they’re concerned about two possibilities: that the estimated cost of the insurance
has gone up, or that the administration has quietly determined that more people will be losing
employer coverage as a result of Obama’s overhaul. That means they’d have to purchase coverage
in the new government-subsidized markets, called exchanges.
 
Either of those explanations could have major consequences for taxpayers and the nation’s health
care system.
 
But administration officials say the big increase is no cause for alarm and that the administration is
not forecasting an erosion of employer coverage or higher insurance costs.
 
About two-thirds of the increase is due to effects of newly signed legislation that raises costs for one
part of the health care law, but still saves the government money overall. The rest is due to
technical changes in Treasury assumptions about such matters as the distribution of income in
America.



 
“The estimates do not assume changes in what exchanges look like, the cost of insurance, or the
number of Americans who will get their insurance in this new marketplace,” Treasury spokeswoman
Sabrina Siddiqui said in a statement Friday.
 
That explanation has drawn skepticism from Ways and Means Committee Republicans.
 
They say a big reason for their doubts is that the Congressional Budget Office — the fiscal referee
for lawmakers — has different numbers from the Obama administration. The budget office is not
forecasting a major impact on the health insurance exchanges from the same newly signed
legislation that the administration says accounts for two-thirds of the $111 billion increase.
 
That legislation fixed a glitch in the health care overhaul law that would have allowed some middle-
class people to get virtually free insurance from Medicaid. As a result, projected Medicaid spending
under the health care law will drop significantly. But spending for subsidies in the exchanges will go
up.
 
Both the administration and the budget office agree on a bottom line conclusion that the fix saves
money for the government, because the Medicaid savings are bigger than the new exchange costs.
But their underlying numbers differ.
 
Camp says he wants a full accounting.



From: 

To : 

Grace-Marie Turner 

Katie Altshuler 

Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] Reporting Back 

Tuesday, September 04, 2012 11:11:12 AM Date: 

Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

Grace-Marie Turner 
Galen Institute, September 4, 2012 

1. Briefing review: Our briefing in Tampa was a big success, with surprising agreement 

from our speakers that we CAN have a bi-partisan conversation on health reform. Three 

leading physician-legislators in the House of Representatives -- Rep. Tom Price, 

chairman of the Republican Policy Committee, Rep. Michael Burgess, chair of the 

Congressional Health Care Caucus, and Rep. Phil Gingrey, co-chair of the GOP Doctors 

Caucus -- were joined by Len Nichols, George Mason University p rofessor of health 

policy and me for a lively and productive discussion. Here is a terrific write up by Joyce 

Frieden, news editor of MedPage Today , complete with video interviews. 

2. Pers pective 011 politics aud policy: ICYMI, I wrote a piece comparing the 2012 

convention to one I covered as a rep01ter in 1980, v.ritnessing both times what I see as 

transformative moments that can realign the political and policy debates for years to 

come. 

3. Our own fact checking: And while I was in Tampa, I did an interview on Varney & Co. 
about a piece on "More Obamacare Fiction" that I wrote to fact -check the president's 

weekly radio address on the issue. 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Marie Sanderson 

Marie Sanderson 

Lindsay Russell : Dustin Huffman 

[Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] FW: Forbes op-ed: ObamaCare: Bad for the most 
vulnerable Americans 

Date: Tuesday, August 21, 2012 10:46:11 AM 

Act ion Officers/He Advisors: 

Interest ing read from Grace Marie Turner re the shortage of providers for Medicaid recipients. 

-mts 

From: Grace-Marie Turner [mailto:galen=galen.org@mail80.us2.rsgsv.net] On Behalf Of Grace-Marie 
Turner 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2012 9:20 AM 
To: Marie Sanderson 
Subject: Forbes op-ed: ObamaCare: Bad for the most vulnerable Americans 

Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

The Real Tragedy Of ObamaCare Has Yet To Be Felt By The 
Poor 

Grace-Marie Turner 
Forbes: Health Matters, August 21, 2012 

One of the most tragic failings of Obama Care is that it will make it harder for many of the most 
vulnerable citizens - patients with no option but Medicaid - to get care. 

Medicaid is cumbersome, complex, and wasteful - already the worst health care program in the 

country. But rather than making changes to improve or modernize this program designed to 
finance care for the poor, the Obama administration is trying to convince states to add at least 

16 million more people to Medicaid, including families making more than $30,000 a year. 

That means the poorest and most vulnerable patients enrolled today will be competing with 



millions of new Medicaid patients for appointments to see a limited number of physicians. Those 
who have the greatest need and nowhere else to go are likely to have the hardest time getting 

care. 

In its ruling in June, the Supreme Comt made it optional for states to expand Medicaid to cover 
new enrollees. Even with generous federal funding, several states have said flatly they cannot 
afford the expansion, which would cost states at least $n8 billion through 2023. 

They are resisting not only because of budget concerns but also because this large Medicaid 
expansion could have catastrophic effects on those who provide society's health care safety net. 

First, there simply aren't enough doctors to handle this influx of new patients. Given 
Medicaid's abysmally-low payment rates, private doctors won't be able to afford to take much 
more of the exploding caseload. 

A recent a1ticle in Health Affairs found that nearly one-third (31%) of physicians are not 
accepting any new Medicaid patients. Sandra Decker, an economist with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, used a survey of 4,326 office-based physicians from across the country 
to find that just under 70 percent said they were accepting new Medicaid patients. That number 
was significantly lower than those accepting p1ivately-insured subsc1ibers (81 percent) or 

Medicare patients (83 percent). 

The problem is pa1ticularly acute in states that have the lowest reimbursement rates for 
physicians. 

Health policy analyst Avik Roy of the Manhattan Institute has produced a map showing the 
reimbmsement rates for Medicaid relative to p1ivate insurance. 

Many states that plan to expand Medicaid under Obama Care are those with low Medicaid 
reimbmsement rates. In California, for example, up to i.6 million residents are expected to gain 
coverage under the state's Medicaid program, called Medi-Cal, but fewer than 60 percent of 
providers accept new patients in the program. That's largely because California reimbmses 

doctors 38 cents for every dollar p1ivate insurance pays. New York, which is anxious to further 
expand its Medicaid rolls, pays doctors only 29 cents on the dollar. 



Where would these newly "insured" Medicaid patients go for care with fewer doctors willing to 
accept new patients? A Medicaid card clearly will not guarantee access to a physician. 

Longer waiting lines for emergen cy rooms are inevitable. 

Safety-net hospitals that provide care to the poorest and most vulnerable in our society already 

are stretched to the limit financially. Adding millions more people to Medicaid will put cmshing 
new demands on them. 

In addition, at least 30 million people will remain uninsured after the law is fully in effect , based 
upon opt imistic projections from the Congressional Budget Office. These uninsured will continue 

to need care, often without the ability to pay. 

Obama Care adds a ftut her disto1tion: To help pay for its expanded coverage, the health law cuts 

existing payments to hospitals that provide care to a "disproportionate-share" of uninsured 
patients. So there will be less money to compensate hospitals for patients who will still show up 

needing care. 

Studies consistently show that Medicaid p atients have the worst health outcomes of any 

group in America, worse than those with private insurance and, in some cases, worse than those 

with no insurance. 

A large sh1dy by the !Jnjyersjty of Yirgjn ja fom1d that surgical patients on Medicaid are 13 

percent more likely to die than those with no insurance at all and 97 percent more likely to die 
than those with private insurance. 

TI1e problem is particularly a cute for Medicaid recipients who need to see specialists. One 

Florida doctor repo1t ed that, after a long battle with the state over payment for treating a patient 
with complex lung disease, he received a check from Medicaid for one penny. 

Medicaid patients will find access to care restricted in other ways. 

States already are restricting access to dmg services for existing Medicaid beneficia1ies. Kaiser 
Health News reports that "Illinois Medicaid recipients have been limited to four presc1iption 
dmgs [per month] as the state becomes the latest to cap how many medicines it will cover in the 

state-federal health insurance program for the poor." A total of 16 states impose monthly limits 
on prescription dmgs for beneficiaries, "and seven states have either enacted such caps or 

tightened them in the past two years." 

Clearly, the huge expansion of Medicaid will make it even harder for the patients already on 

Medicaid to get the health care they need and will be little more than the paper promise it is 
today for those who receive a new Medicaid card. 

Despite tl1ese many problems, many states are tempted and are se1iously considering 
whether to accept the generous 100 percent federal matching money ObamaCare initially offers 

if they expand eligibility for Medicaid up to 138 percent of poverty (more than $32,000 for a 
family of four) . 

But states should be warned: It's likely a loss leader. There are no assurances that Washington 



would be able to keep its promise to continue the generous funding. 

There already is evidence that could be the administration's plan. President Obama proposed 
reducing federal Medicaid spending by $100 bj]J jon oyer 10 years dming last year's 
"supercollllllittee" budget negotiations. He proposed changing the traditional federal Medicaid 
matching rate in a way that would lead to a smaller overall federal contribution to the program 
- and a larger state-based one. 

Given time, resom·ces, and greater flexibility, hospitals could work with other medical 
facilities to create a system of care for the uninsmed. But with millions more people added to an 
unreformed Medicaid program all at once, safety net providers will be overwhelmed. 

There is a better way: Allow people on Medicaid the option of private insmance so they can get 
coverage through p1ivate competing plans. Florida has a successful mode] underway. These plans 
could provide much better access to physicians, coordinate care for patients with multiple health 
problems, and allow patients to be seen in doctors' offices rather than in expensive hospital 
emergency rooms. 

Patients would have the dignity of private coverage, and safety-net hospitals will be able to keep 
their doors open so they can continue their mission of caring for the poorest and neediest in om 
society. 

Read online at Forbes 
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Katie Altshuler 

Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] Video: Calling for Health Freedom 

Wednesday, May 30, 2012 8:57:41 AM Date: 

Galen Institute Broadcast Alert 

The Association of American Physicians and Surgeons recently held a Town Hall meeting in 

Somerset, New Jersey, with a great deal of conversation about the risks of the health overhaul 

law. I opened the discussion v.rith an overview of alternative scenarios regarding the Supreme 

Comt's pending decision and describing some of the serious risks to health freedom from 

ObamaCare. Click here to view the video of my presentation. 

Dr. Alieta Eck and Dr. Jeff Liegner also spoke about charity clinics they have sta1ted, showing 

the incredible dedication of physicians to taking care of patients and providing real solutions. 

Dr. Ralph Weber moderated and recounted his personal experience with government-run 

medicine after practicing for many years in his native Canada before emigrating to the U.S. nine 

years ago. 

Nearly 150 people attended the Town Hall, half physicians and half patients. The entire Town 
Hall was recorded and is available on YouTube. 
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Tuesday, May 29, 2012 12:50:28 PM Date: 

Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

Three "What-if" scenarios for ObamaCare 
Grace-Marie Turner 
National Review Online, May 29, 2012 

The health sector is in a state of semi-paralysis over the fate of Obamacare. 

While the Supreme Court's decision is likely a month away, the American people already have 

made up their minds: Opinion polls show supp01t for the law is at its lowest level since it passed 

more than two years ago, and h\10 -thirds of Americans say they either want the whole law or the 

individual mandate ove1turned, according to a recent Washington Post/ABC News poll. 

Meanwhile, Congress, st ate governments, and businesses across the country are puzzling over 
"what if' alternatives to try to be ready when the decision is issued. Here are the three most 

likely options: 

1) If the Comt upholds the whole law, then the battles would move to the ballot box while 

implementation of the sweeping health overhaul charges forward. Repealing Obamacare would 

instantly move to the top of the agenda for the presidential contest as opponents of the law work 

to elect a new president and majorities in both houses of Congress who are pledged to repeal. 

Their arguments would be compelling since the Comt's validation of the compulsory purchase of 

private insurance would mean the government would have authority for the first time to direct 

how citizens spend their private, after-tax money. 

A parade of new lawsuits would march through the comts to challenge other provisions in the 

law, such as the contraceptive/abo1tifacient/sterilization mandate that 43 Catholic institutions 

are challenging as a violation of religious libe1ty, and the Independent Payment Advisory Board 
- the Medicare rationing board which the Goldwater Institute in Arizona is challenging as 

unconstitutional. 

Meanwhile, the health sector and overall economy will be forced to sta1t answering to the 159 

new agencies, programs, and bureaucracies authorized under Obamacare and complying with 
the 12, 000 pages - and counting - of new regulations. The burden of costly mandates on 



businesses will kill any hopes of job recove1y. And the law's perverse incentives for employers to 

drop insurance will likely toss tens of millions more people into taxpayer-subsidized coverage, 

destroying any chances of getting the federal budget deficit under control. The legislative and 

legal battles over the unpopular law will go on and on. 

2) If the Court strikes part of law - the individual mandate and related insurance provisions -

the battle over "fixes" will be instantly engaged. The House would quickly take another repeal 

vote - which would likely die in the Senate - while the president and the law's supporters 

would mobilize to rescue the law. Expect them to propose alternatives to the individual 

mandate, such as limiting enrollment in federally subsidized insurance to a fixed period each 

year and imposing premium penalties for people who sign up later. Another alternative: 

automatically enroll people in healtl1 plans but permit them to opt out. 

Neither will get any traction from conservatives. They will argue that the Comt has removed the 

center pole in the Obamacare tent, and the rest of the law therefore must be struck to avoid 

doing even more damage. 

Full repeal will rise to the top of the political agenda for November, while the administration 

works overtime to put as much of the law in place as fast as possible. 

The business community and health sector will have no choice but to continue their plans to 

implement the law, even as they operate under a continuing cloud of uncertainty awaiting the 

election outcome. 

3) If the Court strikes the whole law, activist groups that have been the strongest supporters of 

Obamacare will instantly take to the airwaves and possibly the streets. To calm the protests, a 

new and very different conversation must begin right a·way about viable short- and long-term 

solutions. 

Congress will be pressured to act quickly to rescue some of the early Obamacare provisions that 

already are in place, such as allm,ving 26-year-old "children" on their parents' healtl1 insurance 

policies and insurance pools for people with pre-existing conditions. 

Congress must move very cautiously with any legislative backstop. Private health insurers likely 

could be convinced to keep the policies in place that allow 26-year-olds to stay on their parents' 

policies since the policies already have been priced and written. 

There also will be pressure to continue funding for tl1e 50,000 people receiving insurance 

through the law's pre-existing condition insurance pools so they don't get thrown off the rolls. A 

sho1t-term patch may be necessary. But over the longer term, legislators should focus on helping 

states fund their own pre-existing condition pools, or create them, but in ways that fit their 

needs and resources. 

Any temporary solutions should not block the path for Congress to work in the next term on real 

patient-centered, market-based health reform that gives people control and choice over their 

health care and health-coverage arrangements. After Obamacare, any new comprehensive 

2,800-page health-reform bill will be toxic. Incremental steps will be essential. 

Presumptive nominee Mitt Romney is expected to release details of his long-term health-policy 

agenda this summer, which will set the terms for tl1e general-election conversation. In recent 

speeches and articles, he has emphasized his support for "a free market, federalist approach" 



that spurs competition, flexibility, and consumer choice. That's a hopeful sign. 

Most people know only about the few early provisions of Obamacare, and few have seen major 

changes to their coverage. But it is a freight train that is gaining steam every day and is headed 

straight at our health sector and economy in 2014. 

If the Comt upholds the whole law, it will quickly become clear that the law simply can't work. 

The American people will resist its intrusion into their lives, the states will find new ways to fight 

back, lawsuits will proliferate, and Congress v.rill be forced to protect taxpayers from its budget

busting entitlements. 

If the Co mt strikes it down, the nation v.rill breathe a collective sigh of relief that we now can get 

on with the business of real reform that is consistent v.rith our Constitution, our libe1ty, and our 

market economy. 

Read online at National Review Online. 
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Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

Though The U.S. Is Healthcare's World Leader, Its Innovative 
Culture Is Threatened 
Grace-Marie Turner 
Forbes: Health Matters, May 23, 2012 

The United States remains the world leader in medical innovation, having produced more than 

half of the world's new medicines over the last decade. But our edge is slipping away because of 

crippling domestic regulatory and tax policies. 

A new report by Battelle, an international science and technology company, found that other 

countries are working aggressively to lure research facilities and high-paying jobs away from the 

United States. They are offering friendlier regulatory policies so companies can get products to 

patients faster, and they are lowering taxes and offering other incentives to boost private 

investment in new medicines and medical devices. 

Our edge is not gone yet, but U.S. legislators must quickly act to stop the drain. Today, 12 of the 

top 20 medical device companies are headquartered in the U.S. Last year, U.S. companies had 

more than 3 , 000 new pharmaceutical products in development. 

This superior medical innovation not only creates life-saving drugs, but boosts our economy. 

Battelle also found the biomedical industry contributed $917 billion to the U.S. economy in 

2009 and suppo1ted more than four million jobs. 

The cost of developing a new drug now exceeds $1.3 billion and takes an average of 12 years, and 

only a small percentage of new molecular entities ever reach the market . Instead of mitigating 

the risks that go along with these huge investments, the U.S. government has been erecting ever 

higher hurdles. 

High American corporate taxes, in pa1ticular, deter investment. The top corporate income tax 

rate in the U.S. is 38 percent compared to an average of 15 percent in other countries. 

In addition, many countries have instituted strong and permanent incentives for research and 

development, but the United States has kept its R&D tax credit "temporary" for decades. 



America now ranks 17th out of 21 countries in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development in the effective rate of its R&D tax credit. 

The new health law also has created major new hurdles for investment in the biomedical 

sciences. Consider ZOLL Medical Corporation, a medical device company that now finds itself in 

the bull's eye of ObamaCare. The law imposes a 2.3 percent tax rate on the revenue that medical 
device manufacturers collect - revenue, not profits! This will increase ZOLL's tax rate to more 

than 50 percent, completely v.riping out its R&D budget. 

As ZOLL President Jonathan Renne1t explained in a recent forum, "every one of the jobs in our 

company is now in the United States. But [when the medical device tax takes effect in 2013] we 

will have every incentive to move jobs offshore .. . the tax v.rill lead to less innovation, fewer jobs, 

and fewer lives saved." 

Many other American companies, large and small, are driving innovation in the medical field -
working to promote healthy lifestyles and develop new, life-saving treatments. Washington 

needs to suppo1t reforms that will allow their groundbreaking advances in the health sector to 

continue. 

The engine of enterprise in the U.S. can continue if Washington were to understand the 

competition U.S. -based finns face from other countries and reverse its destructive policies. 

In one small step, companies are working with the FDA to improve clinical trials so they can be 

smaller and better targeted, getting drugs to patients faster . Ptizer, for example, was able to bring 

its newest drug for lung cancer, Xalkori, to market in just four years using new research models 

that target drug trials to patients genetically tested to be most likely to respond. In one study 

reported at an American Society of Clinical Oncology meeting, 60 percent of patients were alive 

after two years, compared to only nine percent in historical trials. 

The United States remains the undisputed leader in biopharmaceutical research for now, but our 

continued leadership is far from guaranteed. While other countries fight ferociously to lure 

biotech jobs and medical breakthroughs, our outdated regulations and burdensome taxes put the 

biomedical sector at risk. Once these jobs are lost, it v.rill be extraordinarily difficult to get them 

back. 

Real solutions in the health sector have come not from government, but from entrepreneurs 
working to find new treatments and improve care. These are the people and companies who v.rill 

bring transformational change for the 21st century - provided Washington gets out of their way. 

Read online at Forbes 
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Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

Violating the DNA of Our Culture 
Grace-Marie Turner 
National Review Online: Critical Condition, August 2, 2012 

Obamacare violates American values down to our country's very DNA. 

A majority of Americans continue to oppose the health law because we understand that it is at 

odds withthe fundamental principles and democratic processes of our country. We were aghast 

at the way the law was enacted tv.10 years ago - ignoring citizens who were marching in the 

streets and burning up the phone lines on Capitol Hill pleading with legislators to vote "no." 

We oppose its government-centric takeover of our health sector v.rith its mandates on individuals 

to purchase government -approved health insurance, mandates on businesses to pay for 

insurance or pay huge fines, and the massive new government bureaucracy to centrally manage 

one-sixth of our economy. 

The HHS anti-conscience mandate that has now taken effect is not an aberrant rule but is woven 

into the fabric of a law that is in conflict with the Constitution and with American values. The 

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops called the federal regulation an "unprecedented threat to 

individual and institutional religious freedom." 

But the Obama administration has determined that most employers and health plans now will 

have to provide "free" access to a long list of "preventive" health services, including sterilization 

procedures and contraceptives that can cause abortions. Citizens and businesses have become 

servants to the state. 

The White House is trying to deflect opposition and frame this as a fight over the right to free 

birth-control pills. But we understand that this is really about the fundamental issue of the 

founding principles of this country and the meaning of the Constitution's protection of our 

freedom. The real question is not whether women can have access to these products but whether 

health plans and employers can be compelled by the government to pay for them even if doing 

so violates their religious beliefs. 



When the law was being debated in Congress, the Obama administration repeatedly assured 
Catholic leaders that it would respect religious liberty in implementing Obamacare. This 

mandate shows that the Obama administration has broken its promises and has no intention of 

reversing course. 

The anti-conscience rule gives pro-life private employers and health plans the choice of violating 

their fundamental beliefs by paying for the offending products or dropping health insurance for 

their employees, in which case they are subject to steep fines. 

Forty-three Catholic dioceses have filed twelve lawsuits challenging the anti-conscience 

mandate. The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty also is representing a number of colleges and 
other religious institutions in suing the government over the mandate. 

More than 2 ,500 pastors and evangelical leaders have signed a letter to President Obama asking 
him to reverse the mandate. 

As George Weigel has said, the anti-conscience rule is "a grotesque overreach by state power, one 

that threatens the entire fabric of civil society as well as the first of American liberties, religious 

freedom." 

We will not allow the First Amendment to be trampled, and this battle v.rill continue. 
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From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] Another Plan Bites the Dust...?
Date: Friday, May 18, 2012 11:50:22 AM

Just days after Franciscan University of Steubenville announced it was cancelling its student health
plan due to Obamacare, another Catholic institution said it’s considering the same response.  Once
again, it’s not just the law’s infringements on religious liberty sparking Florida’s Ave Maria University
to contemplate dropping coverage – it’s the massive premium increases sparked by the law’s new
regulations:  “The school's insurance provider told them that students would be looking at a
premium increase ranging from 65 to 82 percent in the coming year if no changes are made.”  Ave
Maria’s President said the institution needs “to communicate to students on why they're going to
see a huge spike in insurance,” but “just might get out of this business” altogether.
 
On one level, it’s ironic that while the President is attempting to re-connect with younger voters
during his re-election campaign, students are about to see massive premium increases on the order
of 60-80 percent thanks to Obamacare.  No wonder the President’s first campus campaign rally met
with thousands of empty seats – all the students were busy working extra hours to pay the higher
premiums Obamacare is bringing them.
 
Second, as we previously pointed out, millions of union members received waivers from Obamacare
– and specifically the new regulations on benefit limits that are causing premiums to spike at schools
like Ave Maria and Franciscan.  So, to re-state the obvious, if union members can receive
Obamacare waivers to avoid massive premium increases and keep their current insurance, why can’t
young people studying at Catholic colleges?
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171
 



From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] Women Subjected to Medicaid"s Sub-Standard Care
Date: Thursday, May 17, 2012 3:15:32 PM

During National Women’s Health Week, the Administration is making an attempt to promote
Obamacare’s effects on women’s health.  However, one of the biggest effects the law will have on
women’s health is its massive expansion of the highly flawed Medicaid program.  As of 2007, nearly
70 percent of Medicaid beneficiaries – ranging from women of child-bearing age to elderly seniors
receiving long-term care – were female.  That’s a total of more than 41 million women receiving
Medicaid benefits.
 
The problem is that, for these 41 million women, a Medicaid card doesn’t ensure access to care –
let alone quality care: 
 

Numerous studies have documented that in many cases, outcomes for patients on Medicaid
are worse than those with no insurance at all.
Medicaid patients themselves don’t believe the program constitutes a legitimate benefit.  For
instance, one struggling mother told the Wall Street Journal in 2007, “You feel so helpless
thinking, something's wrong with this child and I can't even get her into a doctor….When
we had real insurance, we could call and come in at the drop of a hat.”  That’s far from a
ringing endorsement of the Medicaid program from one mother struggling to take care of her
family.
The program’s dysfunctional culture “clearly condones gross underperformance” at both the
state and federal levels – so said a caseworker for Deamonte Driver, the Maryland boy who
died from a tooth infection in 2007 because he could not access care under the state’s
Medicaid program. 
The Medicaid program is so bad that not a single Democrat voted to place themselves in the
program when given an opportunity to do so back in 2010.

 
Worse yet, Obamacare will expand Medicaid – without reforming the program.  According to the
Administration’s own actuary, Obamacare will add nearly 26 million more individuals to this broken
program.  At a time when states are struggling under the weight of budget deficits totaling a
collective $175 billion, Obamacare is imposing new unfunded mandates of at least $118 billion.  And
Obamacare precludes states from taking many types of actions that would modernize the program –
and crack down on fraud – because of the new federal requirements being imposed.
 
Democrats have spent the last several weeks making politically-motivated claims about a supposed
Republican “war on women.”  Some may argue that, before those individuals get carried away with
their own self-righteousness, they take the time to contemplate the Medicaid ghetto into which
they have consigned more than 41 million women – to say nothing of the millions more who will be
subjected to Medicaid “care” under the 2700-page health care law.
 
Posted to the Freedom on Call blog here.
 
Chris Jacobs



Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
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(202) 224-5171



From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] Liberals Believe IPAB Is the "Medicare Fairy"
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 2:40:04 PM

The Center for American Progress recently released a paper making incoherent claims against
conservative proposals for entitlement reform.  Take for instance the below paragraphs criticizing
the Medicare premium support proposal included in the House-passed budget:

The House Republican premium support plan would also limit growth in Medicare spending
to growth in the economy plus 0.5 percentage points.  But it’s unclear how this cap would
be enforced.  As a result, it’s likely that the cap would be enforced by limiting the amount of
vouchers provided to beneficiaries.  Since the proposed growth rate is much slower than the
projected growth in health care costs, the voucher would leave beneficiaries to pay
substantially more over time.  The CBO estimates that new beneficiaries could pay more
than $1,200 more (in 2011 dollars) by 2030 and more than $5,900 more by 2050 under the
House Republican budget.

What’s more, the Affordable Care Act already established an Independent Payment Advisory
Board that will control the growth in Medicare spending.  While the target growth rate for
the independent panel is growth in the economy plus 1 percentage point, the president has
proposed reducing that growth rate to growth in the economy plus 0.5 percentage points—
the same growth rate as the cap under the House premium support plan.

The premium support budget cap, therefore, would produce little or no savings compared
to the president’s alternative approach.  But the cap under the premium support plan would
have serious consequences for Medicare beneficiaries.

The CAP paper admits that under the House budget plan, Medicare would grow at the same rate as
under the President’s budget.  But to CAP, the House premium support proposal would result in
seniors paying thousands of dollars more in costs – while under the President’s budget, Medicare
would grow at the exact same rate, but seniors would miraculously avoid paying higher costs, and
still have the same access to care.  To some, this argument brings to mind the old phrase, “That dog
won’t hunt.”
 
The premise behind these claims lies in CAP’s belief that only government – through Obamacare’s
new Independent Payment Advisory Board and its rulings capping Medicare spending – can reduce
health costs.  This belief can be found elsewhere in the paper, where CAP states that “traditional
Medicare cannot provide an integrated benefit package…modify benefit designs, or offer provider
network options” – all things that generally reduce health care costs – only to turn around and claim
that “increasing the privatization of Medicare does not make sense because traditional Medicare
costs less than comparable private coverage.”  It’s almost as if CAP believes a “Medicare fairy” can
magically erase higher costs in a completely pain-free way that doesn’t affect seniors’ health care.
 
The problem is, most experts don’t believe CAP’s magical “Medicare fairy” exists.  An analysis from
CBO released in January found that most Medicare demonstration programs implemented over the



years “have not reduced Medicare spending: In nearly every program involving disease
management and care coordination, spending was either unchanged or increased relative to the
spending that would have occurred in the absence of the program, when the fees paid to the
participating organizations were considered.”  And both CBO and the Medicare actuary have
concluded that Obamacare’s IPAB-driven spending reductions won’t work either: CBO concluded
that the Medicare reductions will be “difficult to sustain for a long period,” and the Medicare
actuary found that provisions in Obamacare “are unlikely to be sustainable on a permanent annual
basis.”  The actuary went so far as to estimate that the law will cause 40 percent of hospitals and
medical providers to become unprofitable in the long term.
 
While Democrats’ government-centric “Medicare fairy” approach has been weighed over the years
and found wanting, the conservative idea that competition can help lower costs has never been
truly explored.  As we noted last week, even the Obama Administration admits that competition has
generated savings for parts of the Medicare program.  So instead of waiting around for a “Medicare
fairy” that will never show up, why not empower patients instead of bureaucrats, and use
competition to reduce costs in health care the same way it has in every other industry?
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171



From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] Why Obamacare Is NOT a "Tax Cut"
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 8:01:51 AM

By now you’ve heard claims from President Obama and others that Obamacare provides a massive
middle-class tax cut – largely by funding coverage for health insurance through Exchanges.  We
figured we would take this opportunity to summarize why that claim doesn’t hold water:
 

1.       CBO Scores Most of the “Tax Cuts” as Government Spending
 
We previously noted that, according to CBO’s March 2012 baseline, projected spending on
insurance subsidies totaled $806 billion during FY2013-22.  As of March, $628 billion of that $806
billion was classified by CBO as government spending, NOT reduced tax revenues.  But since the
Supreme Court’s ruling on Obamacare, those numbers have actually increased.  CBO now assumes
more low-income people who previously would have enrolled in Medicaid will receive Exchange
subsidies instead in light of the Court decision.  In its updated score of the repeal bill, CBO last week
projected that $793 billion of the $1.017 trillion in subsidies represent government outlays, NOT
revenue reductions.  That means that over 78% of Obamacare insurance subsidies are pure
government spending to individuals who have no income tax liability. 
 
Democrats are quick to cite CBO to claim that Obamacare will reduce the deficit – why aren’t they
also quick to cite CBO when it states that the subsidies are NOT a tax cut, but instead largely
comprise new government spending?
 

2.       Democrat Claims on “Tax Cuts” Undermine the Social Security Trust Fund
 
When confronted with the fact that most of the Exchange subsidies constitute outlay spending by
the federal government, President Obama and Democrats argue that these refundable tax credits –
i.e., people receiving refunds even though they have zero income tax liability – offset payroll taxes
paid by the low-income.  But Democrats have told Republicans for years that those payroll taxes are
used solely to fund Social Security benefits, meaning those workers will get their payroll taxes back
in future benefits (and especially in the case of low-income workers, will get their payroll taxes back
and then some, due to the way Social Security benefits are calculated).  Do Democrats now want to
admit that the Social Security Trust Fund is effectively meaningless, and that those who pay only
payroll taxes are funding general government obligations rather than their own retirement
benefits…?
 

3.       Low-Income Individuals Don’t Pay Enough Other Taxes to Offset this “Tax Cut”
 
Even if you disregard points #1 and #2 above, and believe that the subsidies will offset payroll and
other taxes paid by individuals, the massive subsidies will still overwhelm many individuals’ total tax
liability – federal, state, AND local.  In its analysis of the fiscal impacts of the Supreme Court ruling,
CBO noted that in 2022, Exchange subsidies for low-income individuals – i.e., those persons who
were originally projected to enroll in Medicaid, but who will now enroll in Exchanges instead due to
the Court ruling – will average about $9,000 per year.  These low-income individuals have incomes



under 138% of the federal poverty level ($15,414.60 for a single person, $31,809 for a family of four
in 2012).
 
To put it into perspective: A single person with income of 138% FPL, or $15,414.60, would pay total
federal payroll taxes of $2,358.44 (that includes employee AND employer shares).  Assume also for
illustrative purposes that this person would pay $1,541.46 in state and local income taxes, given a
combined 10% state and local tax rate.  As noted above, this person’s average insurance subsidy will
total $9,000.  Given payroll and state/local income tax liability totaling $3899.90, that means the
individual in question would have to pay an additional $5100.10 in sales taxes for the federal subsidy
to offset existing tax liability.  And at a 6% local sales tax rate, an individual with income of $15,414.6
would have to spend just over $85,000 – enough to buy a Platinum Edition Cadillac Escalade – to
pay enough sales tax to have a net tax liability.
 
All this is to say that there is virtually NO WAY some of the individuals receiving subsidies will pay
enough in payroll taxes, state and local taxes, sales taxes, or any other kind of taxes for the subsidies
to offset taxes they actually paid – as opposed to the government spending money to buy them
health insurance.
 

4.       Obamacare Subsidies are Paid Directly to Insurance Companies
 
Democrats’ claims to the contrary, the law and record are very clear about the fact that this massive
new entitlement will go straight into the pockets of the insurance industry:
 

·         Section 1412(c)(2)(A) of the law provides that “The Secretary of the Treasury shall make the
advance payment under this section of any premium tax credit allowed under section 36B of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to the issuer of a qualified health plan on a monthly
basis.”

·         Page 37 of the report on the Finance Committee bill states: “The Committee Bill provides a
refundable tax credit for eligible individuals and families who purchase health insurance
through the state exchanges.  The premium tax credit, which is refundable and payable in
advance directly to the insurer, subsidizes the purchase of certain health insurance plans
through the state exchanges.” 

 
Even liberal professor Jonathan Gruber – a paid Obamacare consultant – admitted in an interview
that “Most households will never actually get their hands on the credits, so their existing tax
liabilities won’t actually change.  In most cases, credits will go straight to insurance companies, to
pay for health benefits.”  And according to CBO’s updated estimates, Obamacare will now provide
over $1 trillion in spending on subsidies, which will go directly into the pockets of insurance
companies. 
 
Of course, candidate Obama opposed sending subsidies straight to insurance companies when he
ran for President, only to flip-flop on this issue when he signed Obamacare.  An Obama campaign ad
derided Senator McCain’s proposal to subsidize insurance through tax credits: “That tax credit? 
McCain’s own Web site said it goes straight to the insurance companies, not to you, leaving you on
your own...”  Likewise, in a campaign speech, candidate Obama vilified Senator McCain for this



policy: “But the new tax credit [McCain’s] proposing?  That wouldn’t go to you.  It would go directly
to your insurance company – not your bank account.”
 
If this isn’t enough to convince you, consider a hypothetical example whereby Congress orders the
IRS to send checks to Ferrari dealerships to pay for new sports cars for all Americans with incomes
under $50,000 per year.  This is clearly NOT a tax cut – because the cost of the Ferrari obviously
exceeds any and all taxes low- and middle-income families pay, and because the individuals in
question don’t receive cash through the transaction.  It’s the same situation with health insurance. 
And unfortunately for the shrinking number of Americans who DO pay taxes, giving $1 trillion in
Exchange subsidies straight to insurance companies will prove to be a fiscal wreck that even loads of
Ferraris couldn’t begin to match.  
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171



From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] $2,500 Premium Cut? How About a $2,400 Premium

INCREASE...
Date: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 3:43:47 PM

In their re-estimate of the health care law in light of the Supreme Court’s ruling, the Congressional
Budget Office yesterday noted that the ruling would likely result in some individuals previously
thought to gain Medicaid coverage receiving subsidies to buy insurance on Exchanges instead.  CBO
believes that these individuals “generally have somewhat poorer health.  As a result, CBO and JCT
now estimate that the premiums for health insurance offered through the exchanges, along with
premiums in the individual market, will be 2 percent higher than those estimated in March 2012.”  
 
This 2 percent increase highlighted yesterday amounts to a little over $300 per year for a family,
given an average premium on the individual market of about $15,200 per year, according to a CBO
analysis published in 2009 (page 6).  And that increase comes in addition to the $2,100 per family
premium increase CBO previously predicted when the law first passed – meaning that the average
premium increase in the individual market thanks to Obamacare will be just under $2,500 per family
per year.
 
Candidate Obama repeatedly promised premiums would be impacted by about $2,500 per family in
his proposal – a development CBO has now confirmed.  The only problem is that candidate Obama
promised premiums would go DOWN $2,500 – but under the law President Obama signed,
premiums will go UP by nearly the same amount.  It’s one more reason why Obamacare is a step in
the wrong direction for struggling middle class families.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171
 



From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] More Liberal Scare Tactics on Pre-Existing Conditions
Date: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 2:23:30 PM

The liberal group Families USA released another report that supposedly makes the case for
Obamacare – but in reality just demonstrates the lengths liberals will go to in order to gin up
support for their flawed law.  The report claims that “64.8 million non-elderly Americans have been
diagnosed with pre-existing conditions that could lead to denials of coverage, absent health reform.”
 
There are several problems with this claim.  First, the Administration released a report last year
claiming that 129 million individuals have pre-existing conditions and “could be denied affordable
coverage.”  In other words, the Families USA study also claims that the number of individuals with
pre-existing conditions has just been cut in half when compared to the prior HHS report.  Which is
another way of saying the Families USA report implicitly admits that the HHS study is flawed, biased,
and should not be considered reputable.  (But hey, what does a difference of a mere 65 million
people make among friends?)
 
Second, enrollment in pools for people with pre-existing conditions is nowhere near as high as the
Families USA report would suggest.  According to the most recent data released by the
Administration, 73,333 individuals with pre-existing conditions are enrolled in the federal high-risk
pool program established under Obamacare.  These enrollment data do not come anywhere close to
earlier projections – the Medicare actuary originally projected enrollment at 375,000 individuals in
2010, and Congressional Budget Office estimated up to 700,000 individuals would attempt to enroll
in the program by next year.  To put it another way, the number of enrollees in pre-existing
condition pools under Obamacare is .11% of the 64.8 million people Families USA claims have
pre-existing conditions. 
 
Finally, it’s worth pointing out that today’s report was conducted for Families USA by the Lewin
Group.  The Huffington Post and other liberal allies called Lewin a front group for insurers back in
2009, when it released studies showing how a government-run health plan could cause millions to
lose their health insurance.  Surprisingly, we have yet to see HuffPo and other liberal groups similarly
criticizing today’s Families USA/Lewin study as being biased by a tainted insurer front group, when it
helps trumpet the talking points of Obamacare supporters.
 
It’s true that the problem of individuals with pre-existing conditions is real – but nowhere near as
pervasive as the types of reports produced by HHS and Families USA would have you believe.  That’s
why Republicans have offered and supported targeted solutions that would solve this problem
WITHOUT a 2700-page law intruding into every corner of the American health sector.  The trumped-
up claims in this latest Families USA report once again illustrate that while pre-existing conditions
are a problem for some Americans,  Obamacare is far from the right solution.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171



From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] CBO"s Assumptions about the Health Care Law
Date: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 3:06:04 PM

In its re-estimate of the health care law in light of the Supreme Court’s ruling and new cost estimate
for repealing the legislation, the Congressional Budget Office made some interesting assumptions
that are worth examining in greater detail.
 
First, CBO opined that “the Supreme Court’s decision upholding the constitutionality of the ACA’s
provision requiring most individuals to obtain insurance coverage or pay a penalty tax does not
change CBO and JCT’s assessment of the mandate’s effect on coverage.”  Some observers had
argued that the Court’s ruling upholding the mandate as a tax rather than a penalty would
undermine CBO’s behavioral assumptions – because the mandate can be easily circumvented by
paying the tax, and individuals would not feel they were “breaking the law” by doing so.  CBO
generally declined to change its assumptions regarding compliance with the mandate in light of the
ruling, although it did allow that the Court’s decision will likely result “in an increase in the number
of people who will be eligible for hardship exemptions [from the mandate], which will slightly
reduce the prevalence of coverage and thus the strength of the social norm to obtain insurance.”
 
Second, CBO assumed that the law’s Medicaid maintenance of effort requirements “were not
directly affected by the Court’s decision” and remain in place.  However, there is significant
uncertainty and ambiguity about this assumption.  While the Administration believes the
requirements were unaffected by the ruling, some states believe the Court’s decision nullified the
maintenance of effort mandates, have said they will not be bound by those mandates, and are
prepared to litigate their position accordingly should the Administration attempt to enforce
requirements that states believe have been nullified by the Court.
 
Third, and perhaps most importantly, CBO assumed HHS would give states significant flexibility in
determining how they will expand their Medicaid programs:
 

CBO anticipates that, instead of choosing to expand Medicaid eligibility fully to 138 percent
of the FPL [federal poverty level] or to continue the status quo, many states will try to work
out arrangements with the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to undertake
partial expansions.  For example, some states will probably seek to implement a partial
expansion of Medicaid eligibility to 100 percent of the FPL, because, under the ACA, people
below that threshold will not be eligible for subsidies in the insurance exchanges while
people above that threshold will be if they do not have an offer of affordable coverage from
an employer and meet other eligibility requirements.  Other states may seek to expand
coverage to levels above their existing thresholds but below 100 percent of the FPL….How
the current Administration and future ones will respond to states’ interest in pursuing these
various approaches is unclear.

 
This is very much an open question, given that HHS has not opined on the impact of the Court’s
ruling – except to deny states flexibility to modify their Medicaid programs.  If HHS takes a similarly
absolute “all-or-nothing” approach to the entire Medicaid expansion, CBO’s assumptions could be



vastly different indeed.
 
Finally, as one observer noted, CBO’s score of the law’s repeal “also assumes that a controversial tax
on high-cost health insurance plans goes into effect as scheduled in 2018, though critics argue
Congress will act to avoid that.”  If Congress does act to avoid that tax, then the law will INCREASE
the deficit – because the $111 billion in revenue from this insurance tax on the middle class (to say
nothing of the additional $216 billion in various tax-related interactions) outweighs the $109 billion
in supposed deficit savings CBO assumes.  It’s pretty ironic that, given candidate Obama’s “firm
pledge” not to raise taxes on the middle class, the only thing keeping Obamacare from raising the
deficit is a tax increase on the middle class.
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To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] David Plouffe on Medicare
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Speaking on ABC’s This Week Sunday, Obama Administration adviser David Plouffe made a series of
false and misleading comments about Medicare.  It’s worth unpacking them one by one.
 
“The president's approach to Medicare…extended Medicare solvency for eight years…”  That’s
not what the Congressional Budget Office said.  The non-partisan CBO said that the Medicare
reductions in Obamacare “will not enhance the ability of the government to pay for future Medicare
benefits” – because those savings will be used to fund other unsustainable entitlements.  Even
President Obama himself admitted this irrefutable logic in a 2010 interview, when he stated that
“You can’t say that you are saving on Medicare and then spending the money twice.”
 
“…which was supported by AARP…”   As a House Ways and Means member report last year
showed, AARP stands to benefit by over $1 billion, thanks to the numerous exemptions included in
Obamacare for AARP’s lucrative Medigap insurance policies – making AARP far from a neutral arbiter
in the Obamacare debate.
 
“The savings all came from waste and fraud and subsidies that shouldn't have been going to the
insurance companies…”  Administration rhetoric notwithstanding, these reductions will have a
measurable impact on many Medicare beneficiaries.  First, Obamacare’s cuts to Medicare
Advantage will reduce that program’s enrollment by half and cut plan choices by two-thirds –
undermining the President’s promise that those who like their plan will be able to keep it under
Obamacare.  Second, both the Medicare actuary and the Congressional Budget Office have
concluded that some of the law’s biggest Medicare reductions will not be sustainable in the long-
term; the Medicare actuary said the reductions could cause up to 40 percent of hospitals to become
unprofitable – at which point they may have to stop treating Medicare patients.
 
“Not a dime came from Medicare beneficiaries.”  That statement is flat-out FALSE.  The President
HAS enacted cuts to Medicare benefits – namely, additional means-testing in Obamacare.  And in his
budget submitted to Congress this spring, the President proposed additional cuts in benefits – cuts
that would (conveniently) take effect only after he leaves office.  As we previously wrote, many of
these benefit cuts (both enacted and proposed) make sense from a policy perspective – but that
does NOT give the Administration the right to claim they haven’t proposed cutting Medicare
benefits, when in reality they have already enacted benefit cuts.
 
“The suggestion that we're raiding Medicare, absolutely untrue.”  Nancy Pelosi thinks otherwise. 
Last November, she admitted that Democrats “took a half a trillion dollars out of Medicare in
[Obamacare], the health care bill” to pay for more federal spending.  
 
 
Looked at as a whole, there is a larger irony in Plouffe’s comments, and that’s this: For all the talk of
“Mediscare” tactics by Democrats around premium support or other comprehensive entitlement
reforms, the largest batch of misinformation from the Left has involved what Obamacare does and



doesn’t do for seniors.  The fact that Democrats can’t even admit the true facts behind their
unpopular 2700-page health care law is as good an argument as any for why they should not be
trusted to enact the reforms necessary to strengthen and preserve the Medicare program.
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The Wall Street Journal reports this morning about an earnings call yesterday in which McDonald’s
Chief Financial Officer admitted Obamacare could cost his company nearly a half-billion dollars in
revenue:

The Affordable Care Act could cost McDonald’s and its franchisees more than $400 million a
year in additional health-care expenses, Chief Financial Officer Peter Bensen said on
Monday.
McDonald’s estimates that each restaurant will incur between $10,000 and $30,000 in
added annual costs, Bensen said in response to an analyst’s question on a conference call to
discuss the fast-food giant’s second-quarter results, according to an unedited transcript of
the call provided by FactSet.  There are about 14,000 McDonald’s restaurants in the U.S.,
meaning McDonald’s expects the total cost to the company and its franchisees to be in the
range of $140 million to $420 million….
Spokeswomen for McDonald’s added that the final cost will also depend on what percentage
of its eligible employees elect to accept health insurance from the chain, as well as any
changes McDonald’s might make to its health-care plan.  McDonald’s worked with its
franchisees to analyze and estimate the potential costs, the spokeswomen said, which could
be mitigated by higher menu prices.

Because the federal government will be imposing hundreds of millions of dollars in regulatory costs
and mandate penalties, the company may have to lower wages and/or reduce job opportunities for
workers.  In addition, the article notes that the company may “change” – read: “reduce” – its health
care plan, and increase prices to respond to the new costs of Obamacare.
 
Any way you slice it, it’s a very unhappy meal for McDonald’s, which will be facing penalties from a
new “Hamburglar” – the federal government.
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In the past 24 hours, two new polls have once again demonstrated that Obamacare is causing
uncertainty for businesses, thereby hindering economic growth.  In a Gallup survey, 57% of
Americans thought Obamacare would make things worse for businesses – a margin just short of the
60% of Americans who thought the law would make things worse for taxpayers as a whole.
 
A separate survey of small businesses conducted by the US Chamber of Commerce echoes the
Gallup findings.  That survey found that 72% of small business owners concluded that Obamacare
makes it harder for their firms to take on new workers, compared to only 3% who said that the
clarity of the Supreme Court’s decision on the law would lead to new hiring.  Many owners also
commented that the law would encourage their firm to reduce the size of their labor force, and/or
cancel health insurance entirely and dump their workers on to Obamacare Exchanges.
 
President Obama has attracted controversy in recent days on the basis of remarks he made Friday
implying that government is the source for businesses’ success.  Yesterday’s Obamacare surveys
reveal, however, that under Obamanomics, those businesses who still can succeed aren’t
succeeding because of government intrusion – but despite it.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171
 



From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] Obama the Story Teller
Date: Friday, July 13, 2012 10:23:25 AM

In an interview with Charlie Rose yesterday, President Obama said his biggest mistake as President
was that he was too focused on “getting the policy right….The nature of this office is also to tell a
story to the American people that gives them a sense of unity and purpose and optimism, especially
during tough times.”
 
The President’s comments indicating he was too focused on policy may seem to some like the
famous response from an interviewer asking for a job applicant’s biggest flaw: “My biggest flaws are
that I work too hard and care too much.”  But when it comes to health care, we actually disagree
with the President.  He HAS been good at telling stories – quite a lot of them actually:
 

Story #1 – “If You Like Your Plan, You Can Keep It:”  The Obama campaign platform
promised that “you will not have to change plans.  For those who have insurance now,
nothing will change under the Obama plan – except that you will pay less.”  But the
Administration’s own estimates revealed that Obamacare’s onerous regulations will force
most firms – and up to 80 percent of small businesses – to give up their current plans, thus
subjecting them to costly new mandates that will increase premiums.  Millions more seniors
will lose access to the Medicare Advantage plans they have and like.
 
Story #2 – Obamacare Will Cut Premiums by $2,500 per Family:  Candidate Obama
repeatedly promised premiums would go down by $2,500 – and would go down that
amount by this year.  But since making that promise, premiums have gone up by nearly
$2,400 per family – from $12,680 in 2008 to $15,073 in 2011, according to Kaiser Family
Foundation data.  And the legislation he signed into law will result in even more massive
premium increases.  The Congressional Budget Office projects that individual health
insurance premiums will increase by $2,100 per family as a result of Obamacare. 
 
Story #3 – No New Taxes on the Middle Class:  After telling the squeezed middle class
during his campaign that he would not raise “any of your taxes,” President Obama’s health
care law broke that promise no fewer than 12 separate times.  These massive revenue
increases will have a devastating effect over the coming years; destructive taxes on job
creators will harm an economy struggling to grow.
 
Story #4 – Individual Mandate, Part I:   In 2008, candidate Obama claimed that penalizing
people for not buying health insurance was like “solv[ing] homelessness by mandating
everyone buy a house.”  Yet Obamacare created an unprecedented federal requirement for
all citizens to purchase a product merely because they exist.
 
Story #5 – Individual Mandate, Part II:  In 2009, President Obama told George
Stephanopoulos that “For us to say that you’ve got to take a responsibility to get health
insurance is absolutely not a tax increase.”  Yet more than two years later, his
Administration argued before the Supreme Court that Obamacare’s individual mandate



“operates as a tax law.”  But President Obama still refuses to acknowledge his individual
mandate is a multi-billion dollar tax increase on the middle class – and has gone so far as to
criticize others for playing politics regarding the issue.
 
Story #6 – Protecting Medicare:  In an address to Congress in 2009, President Obama
claimed he would “protect Medicare.”  Yet former Speaker Pelosi admitted in an interview
last year that Democrats “took a half a trillion dollars out of Medicare in [Obamacare], the
health care bill” to pay for more federal spending.  That doesn’t protect Medicare – that
undermines Medicare.
 
Story #7 – Federal Spending on Obamacare:  Candidate Obama promised his health care
plan would cost “$50-65 billion a year when fully phased in.”  However, the Congressional
Budget Office now projects that the REAL cost of the coverage expansions will be $250
billion in 2021 and $261 billion in 2022 – more than four times the levels of spending
candidate Obama promised.
 
Story #8 – Containing Health Care Costs:  In June 2009, President Obama claimed that any
health care legislation must control costs: “If any bill arrives from Congress that is not
controlling costs, that’s not a bill I can support.  It’s going to have to control costs.”
 However, according to the Medicare actuary, national health spending will go up by
$478,000,000,000, thanks to Obamacare. 
 
Story #9 – Taxing Health Benefits:  Candidate Obama promised not to “tax health benefits,”
and derided his opponent’s proposals to do so.  But Obamacare FORCES people to buy
insurance, so the federal government can tax it at a whopping 40 percent rate.
 
Story #10 – Health Care Negotiations on C-SPAN:  Candidate Obama said he would televise
all health care negotiations on C-SPAN, but the process leading up to Obamacare was
plagued with notorious backroom deals.  Worse yet, Obama adviser David Axelrod received
a multimillion dollar severance package indirectly paid for by the pharmaceutical industry, as
part of its “rock-solid deal” with Democrats in Congress and the Administration.

 
So yes, President Obama is good at telling stories – quite good, in fact.  The problem is that few of
them happen to be true.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171
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Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

A Transformative Moment 
Grace-Marie Turner 
National Review Online: The Corner, August 30, 2012 

Listening to Paul Ryan's acceptance speech in the convention hall last night evoked a similar 

transfonnative moment I v.ritnessed in i980 when Ronald Reagan reset the agenda for the 

Republican party. 

Then -candidate Reagan took his pledge to cut taxes by 30 percent across the board, and he gave 
the Republican party a new mission. Instead of being stuck as the "tax collectors for the welfare 

state," the GOP became the party of economic growth and oppo1tunity. And Reagan's policies 

did just that -- spurring two decades of prosperity. 

Paul Ryan and Ronald Reagan drew their ideas from the same man, Jack Kemp. "I learned a 

good deal about economics, and about America, from the author of the Reagan tax reforms -

the great Jack Kemp," Ryan told the audience last night. "What gave Jack that incredible 

enthusiasm was his belief in the possibilities of free people, in the power of free enterprise and 
strong communities to overcome poverty and despair. We need that same optimism right now." 

Ryan, like Kemp, is a happy warrior, ready to take on the challenge of a new century -- reform 
of the welfare state. No one knows the frightening future we face better than Ryan, who can see 

through his deep study of budgets and finance the inevitable crisis ahead if we do not act. 

Governor Romney's selection of Ryan shows he also knows Republicans must take on this 

challenge. 

"In this generation, a defining responsibility of government is to steer our nation clear of a debt 

crisis while there is still time," Ryan said. 

The Romney-Ryan campaign clearly intends to focus on gaining a mandate for entitlement 

reform, singling out the 800-pound gorilla, Medicare. 

President Obama missed his oppo1tunity to tackle entitlement reform when he had a huge 



election mandate and strong majorities in both houses of Congress. Instead, "We got a long, 
divisive, all-or-nothing attempt to put the federal government in charge of health care" with 

"more than 2 ,000 pages of rules, mandates, taxes, fees, and fines," Ryan said. 

President Obama didn't reform the ciumbling infrastructure of Medicare -- or Medicaid -- and 

gave no indication he has any plans to tackle entitlement reform in a second term. 

Ryan made it very clear that after more than 40 years of the party's being on the defensive on 

Medicare, this Republican presidential ticket is ready to lead the change: 

The biggest, coldest power play of all in Obamacare came at the expense of the 

elderly. 

You see, even v.rith all the hidden taxes to pay for the health care takeover, even 
v.rith new taxes on nearly a million small businesses, the planners in Washington 

still didn't have enough money. They needed more. They needed hundreds of 

billions more. So, they just took it all away from Medicare. Seven hundred and 

sixteen billion dollars, funneled out of Medicare by President Obama. An 

obligation we have to our parents and grandparents is being sacrificed, all to pay 
for a new entitlement we didn't even ask for. The greatest threat to Medicare is 

Obamacare, and we're going to stop it ... . 

Medicare is a promise, and we will honor it. A Romney-Ryan administration v.rill 

protect and strengthen Medicare, for my Mom's generation, for my generation, 

and for my kids and yours. 

So our opponents can consider themselves on notice. In this election, on this issue, 

the usual posturing on the Left isn't going to work. Mitt Romney and I know the 

difference between protecting a program, and raiding it. Ladies and gentlemen, our 
nation needs this debate. We want this debate. We will v.rin this debate. 

Whether Republicans like it or not, Medicare is a promise to Americans. If we are going to save 

our economy and our ability to fulfill this promise for the future, change is absolutely essential. 

Otherwise, the status quo will prevail, and that is a path to decline. 

Paul Ryan's speech last night reset the agenda for the Republican party, perhaps for a 

generation. This is going to be a big fight -- one that requires courage and big ideas. Last night's 

speech shows Romney and Ryan are ready. 

Read online at National Review 
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Earlier this week consultants at Towers Watson, in conjunction with the National Business Group on
Health, released their annual survey of large employers offering health insurance.  And the results
are not encouraging for businesses or employees:
 

Higher Costs:  “Employers anticipate total health care costs will reach $11,664 per active
employee in 2012, up from $10,982 in 2011 — a 6.2% increase in total costs over the
period.”
 
Higher Premiums:  “Employees, on average, paid 23.0% of total premium costs in 2011 and
are expected to pay 23.7% in 2012, as companies take steps to control their costs.  In
paycheck deductions, this translated into an average employee contribution of $2,529 to
premiums in 2011, which is expected to rise to $2,764 in 2012 — a 9.3% increase in one
year.”
 
Higher Out-of-Pocket Charges:  “The share of total health care expenses paid by
employees, including premium and out-of-pocket costs, is expected to be 34.4% in 2012, up
from 33.2% in 2011.”
 
Employers Dropping Retiree Coverage:  “If [Obamacare] works as intended, the health
insurance market in 2014 and beyond will become an attractive alternative and further push
companies to exit sponsorship of their pre-65 programs.”
 
Employers Dropping Workers’ Coverage:  “Nearly one in five companies is likely to offer
health care coverage to a subset of its workforce and direct the remainder of its employees
to the insurance Exchanges.”
 
Employers Less Confident about Offering Coverage:  “Against the backdrop of
[Obamacare], companies have never been more uncertain about the future of their health
care programs over the long term….With the health care marketplace changing rapidly and
parts of [Obamacare] already starting to take effect, employer confidence is at its lowest
point (23%) since we began tracking this data.”
 
Businesses Bogged Down by Paperwork:  Nearly one in six firms (15%) cited the cost of
Obamacare compliance as one of the “biggest challenges to maintaining affordable benefit
coverage.”
 
Firms Reducing Employee Hours:  “Nearly 40% of companies that traditionally use a high
number of part-time workers expect to limit them to less than 30 hours per week by 2014 to
escape having to pay benefits.”

 



The report once again illustrates Obamacare’s broken promises – instead of premiums going down
by $2,500, they continue to skyrocket, even as individuals are unable to maintain their prior
coverage.  It’s yet another example of the way in which Obamacare has failed to deliver for the
American people.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171
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Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

Innovation In The Health Care Sector Marches Forward 
Grace-Marie Turner 
Forbes: Health Matters, May 14, 2012 

All eyes are on the Supreme Comt as the nation awaits its decision about ObamaCare, but 
progress in the health sector nonetheless marches on. These changes in the real world of health 

care are driven not by Washington's laws, rules, and endless regulations, but by companies, 

large and small, that are developing new ways to improve health care. 

The Galen Institute held a conference adjacent to Capitol Hill on Wednesday in which speakers 

from more than a dozen companies described the investments they are making in better health, 

better health care services, and more efficient care delivery. 

They demonstrated that the best solutions to the problems in our health sector come not from 
remote Washington bureaucrats trying futilely to re-engineer our health sector through costly, 

cumbersome, and confusing rules and regulations, but from innovators who are listening to 

doctors, patients, and consumers. 

Here are examples of some of their real-world solutions: 

Incentive s for b ealthy lifestyles: 

Walma1t is making a major investment in its new "Healthy Food Initiative" to help families 

stressed for time and money to eat better, more nutritious meals. Joe Quinn, senior director of 

issue management and strategic outreach for Walma1t, described the company's new five-year 

program to make it easier to live healthy by making more nutritious food more accessible and 

affordable. 

Walma1t v.rill work to reduce sodium, sugars, and trans fats in the packaged foods it sells, buy 

more local products, and develop algorithms for labels that will help shoppers identify healthy 

foods offering the best value, as just a few examples of the W alma1t initiative. This v.rill bring 

"better nutrition to kitchen tables across the country," Quinn said. Only the world's largest 



retailer would have the market power to facilitat e this transformational change by working at the 

micro level with suppliers, developing educational programs, and responding to customers who 

want to live better at affordable prices. 

Innovations in drug development: 

Robert Sweetman, M.D., the lead lung cancer researcher for the Oncology Business Unit at 

Pfuer, explained that innovations in technology, genetics, and basic science are helping 

companies discover and develop effective treatments at a much faster pace. 

For example, researchers have new tools to better understand the molecular characteristics of a 

tumor so they can more precisely target treatment options. They also are able to determine 

which patients are more likely to respond to treatment. As a result, Pfizer was able to expedite 

clinical trials and bring its newest drug for a specific type of lung cancer, Xalkori® (crizotinib) to 

market 4 years from target discovery to approval, rather than decades using the older research 

models. This represents a new chapter in drug development. 

Powerful computer software is speeding the process of drug discovery and development. This 

means smaller clinical trials that are targeted to patients likely to benefit from the drug, helping 

to lower the extraordinarily expensive cost of drug testing, and getting new drugs to patients 

faster. 

Threats to innovation: 

ZOLL Medical Corporation is one of the medical device companies in the bull's eye of 

ObamaCare. ZOLL President Jonathan Rennert e:iq>lained that the new ta.xes the law imposes on 

his company's revenue - revenue, not profits - will raise ZOLL's tax rate to greater than 50%, 

which .. vill in turn drastically curtail the company's investment in research and development. 

"The medical device tax would have completely wiped out our profit if it were in effect over the 

last several years," Rennert said. "Every one of the jobs in our company is now in the U.S. But 

we will have every incentive to move jobs offshore" when the tax takes effect in 2013. "The 

medical device tax will lead to less innovation, fewer jobs, and fewer lives saved." 

Timothy Ring, chairman and CEO of C.R. Bard, Inc., said the medical device tax is killing jobs, 

innovation, and America's leadership in medical science. He cites as evidence: Investments in 

health technology firms are down 65% over the last five years. 

Similarly, Michael Russell, M.D., president of the board of directors of Physician Hospit als of 

America, described the health law's crushing impact on the newer, more efficient doctor-owned 

hospitals. ObamaCare effectively blocks creation of new doctor-owned hospitals and it even kept 

those which already were under construction from opening, denying patients access to care and 

medical professionals access to jobs. So far, the bigger, lumbering community hospitals have 

been successful in using their political clout to crush these smaller, more efficient competitors. 

Bette r car e with b etter information 

Keynote speaker John Niederhuber, M.D., CEO of !nova Translational Medicine Institute and 

fo1·mer director of the National Cancer Institute, says we should expect that, within a decade, 

each one of us will have our genome sequenced. (The cost has fallen from $1 billion to map the 

first human genome to about $2,ooo now.) "The next 10 years in biomedical research and 

patient care will be defined by genomics and our ability to analyze and integrate this data 



effectively v.rith a patient's phenotypic information into their actual care," he said. 

"The power of genomics and information management is the key to bending the cost curve," he 

said, as better and earlier information allows us to get the right treatment to the right patient at 
the right time - even before any symptoms manifest. He said the challenge will be in managing 

the explosion of information (measured in "zettabytes"). 

William Hanson, M.D., chief medical information officer and vice president at the University of 
Pennsylvania Health System, discussed how genetic mapping v.rill transform our understanding 

of disease: "A treatment that appears to be eminently sensible based on phenotypic appearance 

can look very wrong-headed when genotypic information becomes available," he said. "It has 

become increasingly clear that, as we gain more information about the genetics of illness ... we'll 

find that we're going to need to re-label many diseases and rewrite a lot of textbooks." 

William O'Leary, Microsoft's executive director of policy, health and human services, explained 

his company's investments in new technologies to get and keep consumers engaged in their 

health and health care and navigate the delivery system, as well as its investments in cloud, 
shared services, and emerging technologies to facilitate "connected health." Better information is 

the key to better health care and greater efficiency in the health sector, O'Leary said. 

Imran Andrabi, M.D., chief physician executive officer and senior vice president at Mercy Health 

Partners, explained that reforming basic procedures also can have a transformative effect. He 
described his work in better understanding of what's happening - and not happening - at the 

patient's bedside and described changes that reduced infections and falls, dramatically improved 

patient satisfaction, and increased quality of care by such simple changes as getting lab results 
into doctors' hands earlier in the day as they were doing their rounds. The constellation of 

changes at Mercy lowered costs and helped improve the hospital's bottom line. 

Challenges for the fuh1re 

Alex Azar, president of Lilly USA, provided a visionary overview of the challenges and 
oppo1tunities ahead. People are living more than 60% longer today than they did at the turn of 

the last century and "drugs, used properly, are part of the solution, not the problem," he said. 

The U.S. remains the undisputed leader in bio pharmaceutical research, but our continued 
leadership in this industry sector is not guaranteed. "We are facing today an innovation crisis in 

the life sciences sector," Azar said. The cost of developing a new drug now exceeds $1.3 billion, 
and the number of new drugs v.rinning approval during the last five years is lower than at any 

time since the 1970s. The rest of the world is gaining on us because of our outdated regulatory 

and tax burdens, while other countries are competing ferociously for biotech jobs . 

Azar believes history demonstrates that consumers are best served by competition and 

innovation, not unaccountable boards like the Independent Payment Advisory Board created in 
the new health law. Policy must focus on three primary solutions: Open access to markets v.rith 

market-based pricing policies, tax policies that encourage innovation, and regulatory polices 

with consistent standards. 

"What seems unimaginable today will become a reality tomorrow," Azar said. "And we know that 

our success will continue to rely on keeping the doctor-patient relationship at the center" of 

decision -making. 



P olicy p er s p ective 

Three members of Congress who spoke at the Galen conference showed their understanding of 

the oppo1tunities and challenges discussed at the conference: House Majority Whip Kevin 
McCarthy (R-CA) echoed a theme that was woven throughout the conference: The need for 

major tax reform to restore America's global competitiveness, the imp01tance of FDA reform to 

modernize the approval process, and repealing the health law to "restore innovation and 

unshackle the economy." 

Rep. Renee Elhners (R-NC) is a registered nurse who was inflamed by a government takeover of 

health care. She ran for Congress, having never before held elective office, defeated a long-time 

incumbent in 2010, and is working tirelessly to repeal the law and restore control over decisions 

to doctors and patients. 

Rep. Todd Rokita (R-IN) is a member of the House Medical Technology Caucus, and he 

described the devastating impact that the law is having on investment and jobs creation in the 

medical device companies in his district. This tax must go! he said. 

Galen held the conference across the street from Capitol Hill. It was our reminder to 

government officials who don't get it that the real solutions in the health sector come, not from 

government, but from the millions of entrepreneurs who are working every day to improve care, 

find new treatments, and put new ideas into action. These are the people who will lead us to 

transformational change. 

A webcast of the full conference is available at www.galen.org along with the full agenda, 

biographies of speakers, and PowerPoint presentations. 

Read online at Forbes 
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Interest ing read from Grace Marie Turner re the shortage of providers for Medicaid recipients. 
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Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

The Real Tragedy Of ObamaCare Has Yet To Be Felt By The 
Poor 

Grace-Marie Turner 
Forbes: Health Matters, August 21, 2012 

One of the most tragic failings of Obama Care is that it will make it harder for many of the most 
vulnerable citizens - patients with no option but Medicaid - to get care. 

Medicaid is cumbersome, complex, and wasteful - already the worst health care program in the 

country. But rather than making changes to improve or modernize this program designed to 
finance care for the poor, the Obama administration is trying to convince states to add at least 

16 million more people to Medicaid, including families making more than $30,000 a year. 

That means the poorest and most vulnerable patients enrolled today will be competing with 



millions of new Medicaid patients for appointments to see a limited number of physicians. Those 
who have the greatest need and nowhere else to go are likely to have the hardest time getting 

care. 

In its ruling in June, the Supreme Comt made it optional for states to expand Medicaid to cover 
new enrollees. Even with generous federal funding, several states have said flatly they cannot 
afford the expansion, which would cost states at least $n8 billion through 2023. 

They are resisting not only because of budget concerns but also because this large Medicaid 
expansion could have catastrophic effects on those who provide society's health care safety net. 

First, there simply aren't enough doctors to handle this influx of new patients. Given 
Medicaid's abysmally-low payment rates, private doctors won't be able to afford to take much 
more of the exploding caseload. 

A recent a1ticle in Health Affairs found that nearly one-third (31%) of physicians are not 
accepting any new Medicaid patients. Sandra Decker, an economist with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, used a survey of 4,326 office-based physicians from across the country 
to find that just under 70 percent said they were accepting new Medicaid patients. That number 
was significantly lower than those accepting p1ivately-insured subsc1ibers (81 percent) or 

Medicare patients (83 percent). 

The problem is pa1ticularly acute in states that have the lowest reimbursement rates for 
physicians. 

Health policy analyst Avik Roy of the Manhattan Institute has produced a map showing the 
reimbmsement rates for Medicaid relative to p1ivate insurance. 

Many states that plan to expand Medicaid under Obama Care are those with low Medicaid 
reimbmsement rates. In California, for example, up to i.6 million residents are expected to gain 
coverage under the state's Medicaid program, called Medi-Cal, but fewer than 60 percent of 
providers accept new patients in the program. That's largely because California reimbmses 

doctors 38 cents for every dollar p1ivate insurance pays. New York, which is anxious to further 
expand its Medicaid rolls, pays doctors only 29 cents on the dollar. 



Where would these newly "insured" Medicaid patients go for care with fewer doctors willing to 
accept new patients? A Medicaid card clearly will not guarantee access to a physician. 

Longer waiting lines for emergen cy rooms are inevitable. 

Safety-net hospitals that provide care to the poorest and most vulnerable in our society already 

are stretched to the limit financially. Adding millions more people to Medicaid will put cmshing 
new demands on them. 

In addition, at least 30 million people will remain uninsured after the law is fully in effect , based 
upon opt imistic projections from the Congressional Budget Office. These uninsured will continue 

to need care, often without the ability to pay. 

Obama Care adds a ftut her disto1tion: To help pay for its expanded coverage, the health law cuts 

existing payments to hospitals that provide care to a "disproportionate-share" of uninsured 
patients. So there will be less money to compensate hospitals for patients who will still show up 

needing care. 

Studies consistently show that Medicaid p atients have the worst health outcomes of any 

group in America, worse than those with private insurance and, in some cases, worse than those 

with no insurance. 

A large sh1dy by the !Jnjyersjty of Yirgjn ja fom1d that surgical patients on Medicaid are 13 

percent more likely to die than those with no insurance at all and 97 percent more likely to die 
than those with private insurance. 

TI1e problem is particularly a cute for Medicaid recipients who need to see specialists. One 

Florida doctor repo1t ed that, after a long battle with the state over payment for treating a patient 
with complex lung disease, he received a check from Medicaid for one penny. 

Medicaid patients will find access to care restricted in other ways. 

States already are restricting access to dmg services for existing Medicaid beneficia1ies. Kaiser 
Health News reports that "Illinois Medicaid recipients have been limited to four presc1iption 
dmgs [per month] as the state becomes the latest to cap how many medicines it will cover in the 

state-federal health insurance program for the poor." A total of 16 states impose monthly limits 
on prescription dmgs for beneficiaries, "and seven states have either enacted such caps or 

tightened them in the past two years." 

Clearly, the huge expansion of Medicaid will make it even harder for the patients already on 

Medicaid to get the health care they need and will be little more than the paper promise it is 
today for those who receive a new Medicaid card. 

Despite tl1ese many problems, many states are tempted and are se1iously considering 
whether to accept the generous 100 percent federal matching money ObamaCare initially offers 

if they expand eligibility for Medicaid up to 138 percent of poverty (more than $32,000 for a 
family of four) . 

But states should be warned: It's likely a loss leader. There are no assurances that Washington 



would be able to keep its promise to continue the generous funding. 

There already is evidence that could be the administration's plan. President Obama proposed 
reducing federal Medicaid spending by $100 bj]J jon oyer 10 years dming last year's 
"supercollllllittee" budget negotiations. He proposed changing the traditional federal Medicaid 
matching rate in a way that would lead to a smaller overall federal contribution to the program 
- and a larger state-based one. 

Given time, resom·ces, and greater flexibility, hospitals could work with other medical 
facilities to create a system of care for the uninsmed. But with millions more people added to an 
unreformed Medicaid program all at once, safety net providers will be overwhelmed. 

There is a better way: Allow people on Medicaid the option of private insmance so they can get 
coverage through p1ivate competing plans. Florida has a successful mode] underway. These plans 
could provide much better access to physicians, coordinate care for patients with multiple health 
problems, and allow patients to be seen in doctors' offices rather than in expensive hospital 
emergency rooms. 

Patients would have the dignity of private coverage, and safety-net hospitals will be able to keep 
their doors open so they can continue their mission of caring for the poorest and neediest in om 
society. 

Read online at Forbes 
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Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

The Real Tragedy Of ObamaCare Has Yet To Be Felt By The 
Poor 
Grace-Marie Turner 
Forbes: Health Matters, August 21, 2012 

One of the most tragic failings of ObamaCare is that it v.rill make it harder for many of the most 

vulnerable citizens - patients with no option but Medicaid - to get care. 

Medicaid is cumbersome, complex, and wasteful - already the worst health care program in the 

country. But rather than making changes to improve or modernize this program designed to 

finance care for the poor, the Obama administration is trying to convince states to add at least 

16 million more people to Medicaid, including families making more than $30,000 a year. 

That means the poorest and most vulnerable patients enrolled today will be competing with 

millions of new Medicaid patients for appointments to see a limited number of physicians. Those 

who have the greatest need and nowhere else to go are likely to have the hardest time getting 

care. 

In its ruling in June, the Supreme Comt made it optional for states to expand Medicaid to cover 
new enrollees. Even with generous federal funding, several states have said flatly they cannot 

afford the expansion, which would cost states at least $n8 billion through 2023. 

They are resisting not only because of budget concerns but also because this large Medicaid 

expansion could have catastrophic effects on those who provide society's health care safety net. 

First , ther e s iluply a r en 't enougb doctors to handle this influx of new patients. Given 

Medicaid's abysmally-low payment rates, private doctors won't be able to afford to take much 

more of the exploding caseload. 

A recent a1ticle in Health Affairs found that nearly one-third (31%) of physicians are not 

accepting any new Medicaid patients . Sandra Decker, an economist with the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, used a survey of 4,326 office-based physicians from across the country 



to find that just under 70 percent said they were accepting new Medicaid patients . That number 

was significantly lower than those accepting privat ely-insured subscribers (81 percent) or 

Medicare patients (83 percent). 

The problem is particularly acute in states that have the lowest reimbursement rates for 

physicians. 

Health policy analyst Avik Roy of the Manhattan Institute has produced a map showing the 

reimbursement rates for Medicaid relative to private insurance. 

Many states that plan to expand Medicaid under ObamaCare are those with low Medicaid 

reimbursement rates. In California, for example, up to i.6 million residents are expected to gain 

coverage under the state's Medicaid program, called Medi-Cal, but fewer than 60 percent of 

providers accept new patients in the program. That's largely because California reimburses 

doctors 38 cents for every dollar private insurance pays. New York, which is anxious to fmther 

expand its Medicaid rolls, pays doctors only 29 cents on the dollar. 

Where would these newly "insured" Medicaid patients go for care v.rith fewer doctors v.rilling to 

accept new patients? A Medicaid card clearly will not guarantee access to a physician. 

Longer waiting lines for e111ergency roo111s are inevitable . 

Safety-net hospitals that provide care to the poorest and most vulnerable in our society akeady 

are stretched to the limit financially. Adding millions more people to Medicaid will put ciushing 

new demands on them. 

In addition, at least 30 million people will remain uninsured after the law is fully in effect, based 

upon op timistic projections from the Congressional Budget Office. These uninsured will continue 

to need care, often without the ability to pay. 

ObamaCare adds a fu1ther disto1tion: To help pay for its expanded coverage, the health law cuts 

existing payments to hospitals that provide care to a "disprop01tionate-share" of uninsured 

patients. So there will be less money to compensate hospitals for patients who will still show up 

needing care. 

Studies consistently show tbat M edicaid patients have the worst health outcomes of any 

group in America, worse than those with private insurance and, in some cases, worse than those 

with no insurance. 

A large study by the University of Virginia found that surgical patients on Medicaid are 13 

percent more likely to die than those with no insurance at all and 97 percent more likely to die 

than those v.rith private insurance. 

The problem is particularly a cute for Medicaid recipients who need to see specialists. One 

Florida doctor repo1ted that, after a long battle v.rith the state over payment for treating a patient 

with complex lung disease, he received a check from Medicaid for one penny. 

Medicaid patients v.rill find access to care restricted in other ways. 

States already are restricting access to mug services for existing Medicaid beneficiaries. Kaiser 



Health News repo1ts that "Illinois Medicaid recipients have been limited to four prescription 

drugs [per month] as the state becomes the latest to cap how many medicines it will cover in the 

state-federal health insurance program for the poor." A total of 16 states impose monthly limits 

on prescription drugs for beneficiaries, "and seven states have either enacted such caps or 

tightened them in the past two years." 

Clearly, the huge expansion of Medicaid will make it even harder for the patients already on 

Medicaid to get the health care they need and will be little more than the paper promise it is 

today for those who receive a new Medicaid card. 

Despite these 111a11y problems, many states are tempted and are seriously considering 

whether to accept the generous 100 percent federal matching money ObamaCare initially offers 

if they expand eligibility for Medicaid up to 138 percent of pove1ty (more than $32,000 for a 

family of four). 

But states should be warned: It's likely a loss leader. There are no assurances that Washington 

would be able to keep its promise to continue the generous funding. 

There already is evidence that could be the administration's plan. President Obama proposed 

reducing federal Medicaid spending by $100 billion over 10 years during last year's 

"supercommittee" budget negotiations . He proposed changing the traditional federal Medicaid 

matching rate in a way that would lead to a smaller overall federal contribution to the program 

- and a larger state-based one. 

Given time, resources, aud greater flexibility, hospitals could work with other medical 

facilities to create a system of care for the uninsured. But ""ith millions more people added to an 

unreformed Medicaid program all at once, safety net p roviders will be ove1w helmed. 

There is a better way: Allow people on Medicaid the option of private insurance so they can get 

coverage through private competing plans. Florida has a successful model unde1w ay. These plans 

could provide much better access to physicians, coordinate care for patients with multiple health 

problems, and allow patients to be seen in doctors' offices rather than in expensive hospital 

emergency rooms . 

Patients would have the dignity of private coverage, and safety-net hospitals will be able to keep 

their doors open so they can continue their mission of caring for the poorest and neediest in our 

society. 
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From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] Neera Tanden and Obamacare"s $1 Trillion Tax Cut for

Insurers
Date: Monday, August 20, 2012 9:34:31 AM

Speaking on Face the Nation yesterday, Center for American Progress CEO Neera Tanden claimed
that Obamacare “is a massive tax cut for – in health care.  It's a six-hundred-billion-dollar tax cut for
health care.  It's a tax cut to middle-class families.”  Tanden’s claims to the contrary, the law and
record are very clear about the fact that this massive new entitlement will go straight into the
pockets of the insurance industry:
 

·         Section 1412(c)(2)(A) of the law provides that “The Secretary of the Treasury shall make the
advance payment under this section of any premium tax credit allowed under section 36B of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to the issuer of a qualified health plan on a monthly
basis.”

·         Page 37 of the report on the Finance Committee bill states: “The Committee Bill provides a
refundable tax credit for eligible individuals and families who purchase health insurance
through the state exchanges.  The premium tax credit, which is refundable and payable in
advance directly to the insurer, subsidizes the purchase of certain health insurance plans
through the state exchanges.” 

 
Even liberal professor Jonathan Gruber – a paid Obamacare consultant – admitted in an interview
that “Most households will never actually get their hands on the credits, so their existing tax
liabilities won’t actually change.  In most cases, credits will go straight to insurance companies, to
pay for health benefits.”  And according to CBO’s updated estimates, Obamacare will now provide
over $1 trillion in spending on subsidies, which will go directly into the pockets of insurance
companies. 
 
Of course, candidate Obama opposed sending subsidies straight to insurance companies when he
ran for President.  An Obama campaign ad derided Senator McCain’s proposal to subsidize insurance
through tax credits: “That tax credit?  McCain’s own Web site said it goes straight to the insurance
companies, not to you, leaving you on your own...”  Likewise, in a campaign speech, candidate
Obama vilified Senator McCain for this policy: “But the new tax credit [McCain’s] proposing?  That
wouldn’t go to you.  It would go directly to your insurance company – not your bank account.”
 
In making her false claims that middle class families – as opposed to insurance companies – would
actually receive these tax cuts, Tanden contradicted both the words of candidate Obama – on
whose 2008 campaign she worked – and someone who has written multiple papers for the
organization she leads.  It’s unfortunate that Obamacare supporters feel the need to twist the facts
in such a blatantly obvious manner to try to gin up support for their unpopular health care law.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Dustin Huffman
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] Reminder: RGPPC Healthcare Task Force call: Fri, 12:30 PM

EST
Date: Friday, May 25, 2012 8:52:36 AM
Attachments: 2012 RGPPC Replacement 5-25-2012.doc
Importance: High

REMINDER:  Please join the RGPPC Healthcare Task force call for a 30 minute call TODAY to discuss
the following:
 
FRI. May 25
12:30 PM EST
 
Agenda Items:
 

1.        Update on Healthcare Report draft and process (Report attached)
2.        SDW update
3.        Dual Eligibles update
4.        State-Federal-Partnership Healthcare Exchanges update/recap of HHS call last week
5.        How are states are handling the reimbursement/”access” questions from CMS.  How are

states answering?  What passes to get approval?  Why are we answering for a proposed rule
that is not enforceable? 

6.        Quick brief on Scottsdale-  please register here:  http://goo.gl/8Z6eH
 

 
Conference line:

 
Best,
Marie
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
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Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

Spending $716 Billion, Twice 
Grace-Marie Turner 
National Review Online, August 17, 2012 

The issue of $716 billion in spending cuts to Medicare has taken center stage, with accusations 
flying about who is raiding Medicare and pushing Granny off the cliff. 

So here are the facts: 

In 1997, the Republican Congress passed, and President Bill Clinton signed, the Balanced Budget 

Act (BBA), which gradually reduced payments to Medicare providers as part of a plan to reduce 

overall federal spending. The key to the policy is the Sustainable Growth Rate, which requires 

the government to adjust payments for physician services each year so that growth in Medicare 

spending does not exceed the growth of GDP. 

But Medicare's fee-for-service model works at cross-purposes v.rith this policy, and incentivizes 

doctors to bill for more and more services, driving up Medicare spending to higher levels year 

after year. Further, each time the payment cuts are about to be triggered, doctors swarm Capitol 

Hill to get Congress to postpone them. At first, the payment cuts would have been just 1 or 2 

percent if doctors hadn't succeeded in killing them. But over time they have accumulated, and 

now doctors would be paid 27 percent less for treating Medicare patients if the originally 

intended cuts had gone into effect. And the cuts would continue in perpetuity. 

Doctors say these payment reductions would cripple their practices and make it difficult for 

them to see Medicare patients, especially since Medicare already pays doctors less than private 

plans. 

The American Medical Association wants a permanent "doc fix" that would end the threat of 

these cuts, and the fix was the main demand the AMA made when it was at the negotiating table 

over Obamacare. The White House promised the fix, but reneged at the last minute. The doc fix 

was yanked from the bill, largely because of its $ 208 billion price tag. Astonishingly, and much 

to the dismay of doctors across the country, the AMA endorsed Obamacare anyway, giving the 



bill an impo1tant push over the finish line. 

Last month, following the Supreme Comt 's disastrous decision about Obamacare, the 

Congressional Budget Office recalculated the ten -year cost of the health -overhaul law to 

determine what the court's decision would mean to the overall cost of the law. The CBO 

concluded that the cuts to Medicare now total $116 billion over 10 years - chiefly because the 

ten-year v.rindow is moved three years into the future and, as health costs grow every year, so 

does Medicare spending. (The law contains other Medicare payment reductions as well.) 

The president's plan to "save" Medicare relies primarily on paying doctors and hospitals less and 

less by keeping in place the 1997 trajectory for spending cuts. According to Medicare actuaries, 

this would mean that 40 percent of providers eventually will either go bankrupt or stop seeing 

Medicare patients altogether. 

To make sure that these spending t argets are met, Obamacare creates the dreaded Independent 

Payment Advisory Board to enforce the cuts - and even more if needed. The IP AB puts the 

thumb screws in the Obamacare strategy, because the law makes it nearly impossible for 

Congress to override the board's orders and shields the board's decisions from judicial review -

and patient input. 

So now we get to the crucial dispute. Obamacare counts the same Medicare savings twice - once 

to allegedly extend the solvency of Medicare, and again to pay for Obamacare's massive new 

subsidies for private health insurance through the exchanges. 

Medicare actuaries have chastised the administration and its allies in Congress for this double

counting. Health and Human Services secretary Kathleen Sebelius was asked about the double

counting during a congressional hearing last year. "Are you using [the Medicare savings] to save 

Medicare or are you using it for health reform?" asked Representative John Shimkus (R., Ill.). 

"Both," Sebelius answered. 

If Obamacare were repealed, we would be protecting taxpayers from this dishonest t rick of 

counting the Medicare savings tv.rice. (All of these numbers, by the way, represent reductions in 

the rate of growth of Medicare spending, not actual cuts. Medicare spent $ 549 billion in 2011 

and is projected to spend $809 billion in 2018. In any family budget, that definitely is not a cut .) 

So what about the claims that House Budget Committee chairman Paul Ryan also cuts Medicare 

by $716 billion ? Ryan's budget follows current law. The BBA Medicare-payment reductions are 

federal law, and his budget necessarily uses federal law as a baseline. 

Governor Mitt Romney says that if he is elected, he will eliminate the cuts. That's actually a 

realistic promise, because that is what Congress does every year anyway. But this promise also 

will provide added incentive for a "permanent doc fix," the Holy Grail of the AMA. 

So here's the bottom line: President Obama leaves the $716 billion in Medicare reductions in 

place, and he spends the money again to create a vast new Obamacare entitlement program. 

Paul Ryan doesn't double-count this money. His budget leaves the BBA Medicare payment cuts 

in place, but also creates a plan to make the program more efficient by injecting market forces 

through competition and consumer choice. Ryan's premium-support model would require health 

plans to compete for the business of future seniors by offering better benefits at lower prices. 

Seniors would be guaranteed coverage because Medicare would fully cover the premium costs of 

the second-lowest-cost plan or the cost of traditional Medicare, whichever is lower . Those who 



are older or sicker, or have lower incomes, would get additional help. 

The market model has been proven to work in the Medicare Advantage and prescription-drug 

programs. Three Harvard researchers published a study in The J ournal of the American Medical 

Association (you can find it here, but it requires a subscription) examining how premium 

suppo1t would have worked if it had been in effect in 2009. They found that, nationally, the 

benchmark plan bid an average of 9 percent below traditional Medicare costs. 

Further, the Pait D prescription -drug program in Medicare is saving taxpayers money and giving 

seniors better benefits. Seniors can choose the drug plan that offers them the best benefits at the 
lowest prices, and these sma1t shoppers have brought the cost of the program 42 percent lower 

than expected when the drug benefit was created in 2003. 

It's now a choice between the Romney-Ryan market -based model and Obamacare's double

counting and price controls enforced by an unelected, unaccountable board charged with paying 

doctors less and less, to the point that 40 percent of them drop out. Let's have an honest debate 
about which of the two visions actually would sustain Medicare, and has the best chance of 

getting the federal budget on a more sustainable t rack. 

Read at National Review Online 
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Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

Not Reforming Medicare Is Not an Option 
Grace-Marie Turner 
National Review Online: The Corner, August 14, 2012 

To those who insist that they've "paid for" their Medicare benefits and dare politicians to change 

the program, consider this: A typical couple retiring last year, with both spouses having worked 

and paid taxes their whole careers, would have paid a total of $149,000 in Medicare taxes. But 

they are expected to consume an average of $351,000 in medical services in their retirement 

years (in constant dollars), according to a study from the Urban Institute. 

That $ 202,000 gap would have to be financed by higher and higher taxes on fewer and fewer of 

tomorrow's workers or by more deficit spending that puts trillions of dollars in debt on the 

shoulders of our grandchildren. 

Clearly, Medicare is not sustainable, especially with more than 70 million Baby Boomers sta1ting 

to enter the program at the rate of lO,ooo a day. 

We do not have the option of ignoring this growing tsunami of red ink or of spev.ring false 

accusations about the serious reform plan offered by House Budget chairman Paul Ryan. 

Under Obamacare, the president's plan to "save" Medicare relies primarily on paying doctors 

and hospitals less and less to the point that 40 percent of providers will either go bankmpt or 

stop seeing Medicare patients, according to Medicare actuaries . The dreaded Independent 

Payment Advisory Board v.rill put the thumb screws on through a rationing strategy. 

This is not a solution for a free people. Fmther, Obamacare doubles down on the fiction by 

spending the same dollars twice - once to extend the solvency of Medicare and again to pay for 

Obamacare's massive new entitlement spending. Medicare actuaries have chastised the 

administration and allies in Congress for this double-counting. 

In contrast, Representative Ryan's plan guarantees that seniors would continue to receive a 

Medicare benefit, with the government's contribution equal to the cost of traditional Medicare in 



a given market or the cost of the second-least expensive plan, whichever is less. As 

Representative Ryan explains, this means the government would fully cover the premium costs 

of some plans or the cost of traditional Medicare. Those who are older, sicker, or v.rith lower 

incomes would get additional help. 

Nothing changes for those on Medicare today or for those who qualify for Medicare between now 

and 2022. 

After that, seniors would have more choices of plans that are competing for their business, just 

as the popular Medicare Advantage plans and prescription drug plans provide today. These 

private Medicare plans would have to offer coverage that is equivalent to traditional Medicare. 

While the benefits and financing structure could vary, the value of the plans would have to be 

the same. 

Experience has proven that consumers choosing from among competing plans can lower costs. 

Yuval Levin exvlains how this "premium support" model would work with the plan developed by 

Ryan and Senator Ron Wyden (D., Ore.): 

On August 1, three Harvard researchers published a study in the Journal of the 

American Medical Association (you can find it here, but it requires a subscription) 
that used data from the Medicare Advantage program (a much more limited 

experiment in insurer competition in Medicare) to consider how the Wyden-Ryan 

reform would have worked if it had been in effect in 2009. They found that, 

"nationally, in 2009, the benchmark plan under the Ryan-Wyden framework (i.e., 

the second-lowest plan) bid an average of 9% below traditional Medicare costs 

(traditional Medicare was equivalent to approximately the tenth-lowest bid). 

Further, the Part D prescription drug program in Medicare is costing taxpayers 46 percent less 

today than expected when the benefit was created in 2003. 

The reason? Competition and consumer choice. 

So the debate over Medicare is a microcosm of the larger debate over the role of government in 

our lives. Voters have a clear choice this election year between two very different visions. Should 

we entrust government to control and micromanage decisions that impact our lives or should we 

create new incentives and modernize programs so we can make decisions about our future as 

adults and free citizens? 

Read at National Review Online 
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Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

Professor Chris Conover of the Center for Health Policy and Inequalities Research at Duke 

University brings new attention to the dangers of the health overhaul law with his review of Why 

Obama Care Is Wrong for America [Broadside/ HarperCollins, 2011] . Read Dr. Con over's op-ed 

below and purchase your copy of our book here . 

How the Affordable Care Act Reduces Our Liberty 
Chris Conover 
Forbes.com, August 10, 2012 

With one to tv.10 weeks left before most schools begin their fall semester, there's still time left to 

squeeze in a bit more summer reading. So if healthcare policy is your idea of a beach read, grab 

a copy of Why Obamacare is Wrong/or America. 

Authored by former OMB associate director Jim Capretta, American Enterprise Institute resident 

fellow Tom Miller, Heritage Foundation senior fellow Bob Moffit, and Galen Institute president 
Grace-Marie Turner, the book makes nuances of the debate over the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

palatable to a lay audience by breaking down the law into eight pillars. This book nicely 

elaborates on the government takeover concerns I voiced in my earlier column . 

The first two pillars are mandates on individuals (to obtain) and employers (to provide) health 

coverage. These are unprecedented. Most people can go v.rithout healthcare longer than they can 

make it without food. Yet, even for a necessity such as food, lawmakers do not impose any 
remotely equivalent restrictions on freedom of choice. 

Even recognizing that free people sometimes may make very misguided choices about what they 

eat, with adverse consequences to both their health and to society, America has historically 

respected the rights of individuals to choose what, when and how they eat. But in the case of 

health care, ACA revokes those kinds of rights- saying government knows best and penalizing 

citizens and employers who disagree. 

Expanded federal entitlements comprise the third pillar outlined by Capretta et al. These come 

in the form of Medicaid (which, after the Supreme Comt decision in June, now is expected to 



account for slightly more than one third of the 30 million individuals who will be newly covered 
under the law) and subsidized coverage available through state-based health exchanges. The 

Supreme Comt fo1tunately forestalled the law's effo1ts to coercively exto1t states into accepting a 

massive expansion in Medicaid coverage. Even so, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) still 

projects more than a one-third increase in non-elderly Medicaid eligible by the year 2022. 

More worrisome still, over the next 75 years the CBO's latest long-term spending projections 
show even with ACA (which, remember, was supposed to "bend the cost curve"), the federal 

government will increase in size by 48 percent relative to the economy. Fully 100 percent of that 

increase can be attributed to grov.rth in federally funded healthcare entitlements, i.e., Medicare, 

Medicaid and exchange subsidies. [i ] There are very real and legitimate questions about the 

ability of the federal government to finance these entitlements over the long term. 

As more than lOO,ooo Medicaid recipients who were suddenly tossed off of TennCare 

discovered a few years ago, things can turn ugly quickly when governments discover they no 

longer can afford their generous health promises. 

The fomth pillar is "squeezing funds out of Medicare and choking off private plan choices." 

These funds include a combination of reductions in spending as well as new Medicare-related 

taxes. As Medicare's public trustee Charles Blahous has demonstrated, the half trillion in 

resources dive1ted from Medicare either can be used to shore up Medicare or they can be used to 

bankroll the new Medicaid and Exchange entitlements. They cannot be used to do both. 

Because these "Medicare funds" instead will have been spent on the new entitlements, the 

government will have to borrow additional funds to keep Medicare afloat. An estimated $136 

billion of those savings will come in the form of cuts to Medicare Advantage plans, resulting in 
half the seniors who would have joined such plans by 2012 being forced back into the inefficient 

and fragmented fee-for-service Medicare system. Instead of giving seniors genuine choices that 

would reward plans that provide coordinated and effective care (and produce sizable savings to 

Medicare to boot), ACA has stacked the decks in favor of a badly outdated fee-for-service model 

that decades of research has shown costs more than it should even while producing worse 

outcomes. 

The fifth pillar detailed by the authors is the more than one half trillion in new federal taxes. 

(For the adverse consequences of these levies, see this earlier post.) 

The exchanges make up pillar number six. Exchanges are a sensible idea advocated by free

market analysts, but unfo1tunately "Obamacare took these market-based ideas and twisted them 

bevond recognition into a bureaucratic knot. The exchanges are weighed down with rules. 

regulations. and government restrictions and crushed under a mountain of bureaucracy." The 

law gives extraordinary discretion to the Secretary of Health and Human Services to determine 

which plans are permitted to pa1ticipate in the exchange. The federal government also will 

require exchanges to perform at least a dozen "minimum functions" such as checking (every 

month!) the incomes of people who qualify for subsidies. 

The seventh pillar is federal government -sponsored health plans. At least two national plans 

created by the U.S. Office of Personnel Management must be offered in each state exchange even 

if the state has no interest in them. These plans will compete on a playing field stacked in their 

favor, since the OPM has the discretion to use less rigid rules than those faced by private 

insurers (e.g., how much to spend on administration). 



Federal control over private health insurance makes up the eight and last pillar. Plans must take 

all comers even if they wait until they are sick to buy coverage (given the modest penalties for 

failing to obtain health insurance, the law actually will create perverse incentives for consumers 

to buy their coverage later than sooner). ACA imposes restrictions on pricing as well as extensive 

mles about benefits. As the recent dust-up about contraceptive coverage demonstrated, the 

government will require you to purchase certain benefits even if you have no interest in them or 

moral or religious objections to paying for them. 

Once again, government expe1ts are displacing the individual judgment of patients about what is 

best for them. This is unprecedented. The federal government does not do this in automobile, 

homeowners, or life insurance. But for some reason, in health insurance, the federal experts 
presume to know best. 

Going back to food, which arguably is more of day-to-day "necessity" of life than medical care, 

the federal government does not tell you what you must purchase or tell grocery stores how to 

price what they sell (or how fast their prices can rise). The contrast between the extraordinary 

freedom of choice we allow for food and the greatly restricted choices ACA will impose in 

medical care could not be more stark. 

America's Founders fought for a limited government that presupposed free citizens capable of 

making responsible choices. It is unimaginable that they pledged their lives, fo1tunes and sacred 

honor to create a government as intmsive on the lives of ordinary citizens as the vision 

embodied in ACA. 

Footnote s 

[1] This is based on official CBO projections using the alternative fiscal scenario, which provides 

the most realistic projection of ACA revenues and expenditures. It only includes non-interest 

federal spending, which will rise from 22.0 percent of GDP in 2012 to 32.6 percent by 2087- an 

increase of 10.6 percentage points. During that same period, gross Medicare spending will grow 

from 3.7 to 13.3 percent of GDP and spending on Medicaid, CHIP and Exchange subsidies will 

grow from 1.7 to 5.0 percent of GDP, for a combined increase of 12.9 percentage points for 

health entitlements. 
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From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] Evidence and Ideology in the Medicare Debate
Date: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 10:04:08 AM

In a New York Times blog post last Friday, former Clinton Administration official Laura D’Andrea
Tyson said that “when formulating public policy, evidence should be accorded more weight than
ideology, and facts should matter more than shibboleths.”  On that count, she’s right.  But
unfortunately for Tyson, the evidence shows that while liberal, top-down proposals to restructure
Medicare – and the health care system – have failed, conservative proposals to introduce market
forces into America’s failing entitlements could just succeed.
 
Tyson dismisses premium support proposals for Medicare, arguing that “the facts do not support”
any conclusion that “competition would encourage more cost-sensitive behavior by beneficiaries,
providers, and insurers.”  Actually, a new study published in the Journal of the American Medical
Association just this month found that private plans would “bid an average of 9% below traditional
Medicare costs” under a premium support model.  That’s a savings of tens of billions of dollars –
coming directly from the positive effects of competition.
 
Conversely, Tyson claims that because competition won’t reduce health costs, “enforceable
payment and cost-containment reforms like those in [Obamacare] are necessary.”  Those are the
same payment reforms that the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office, in a January report
analyzing dozens of Medicare demonstration programs over decades, said haven’t worked to
contain costs:
 

The evaluations show that most programs have not reduced Medicare spending: In nearly
every program involving disease management and care coordination, spending was either
unchanged or increased relative to the spending that would have occurred in the absence of
the program, when the fees paid to the participating organizations were
considered….Demonstrations aimed at reducing spending and increasing quality of care face
significant challenges in overcoming the incentives inherent in Medicare’s fee-for-service
payment system, which rewards providers for delivering more care but does not pay them
for coordinating with other providers, and in the nation’s decentralized health care delivery
system, which does not facilitate communication or coordination among providers.

 
While the evidence is clear that Obamacare’s focus on payment reform has NOT worked to control
costs, the signs for competition as a positive force slowing costs seem promising.  Which means that
if Tyson wants to be bound by evidence and not ideology, she has every reason to endorse premium
support as opposed to an extension of the failed status quo.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171
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My Testimony on the Illegal IRS Rule Increasing
Taxes & Spending under ObamaCare

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Here is the video of my recent opening statement before a House Oversight Committee hearing on

the IRS rule that Jonathan Adler and I write about in our forthcoming Health Matrix article,

“Taxation without Representation: the Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits under the PPACA.”

Please forgive the audio.

In addition, Pete Suderman writes that Adler and I “have jointly authored a long and quite

convincing rebuttal to defenders of the IRS rule over at the journal Health Affairs. If they are right,

it could be a fatal blow to the law.”

Michael F. Cannon • August 8, 2012 @ 8:36 am 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/my-testimony-on-the-illegal-irs-rule-increasing-taxes-
spending-under-obamacare/
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Date: Monday, August 27, 2012 12:23:58 PM

Two articles in today’s Wall Street Journal illustrate how President Obama is putting politics before
policy – deliberately failing to lead on tough fiscal choices to score cheap political points.  One news
article notes that the White House has put together a secret deficit reduction plan, which it refuses
to release to the American people:

President Barack Obama's most recent budget…[did not] detail how to slow the growth of
spending on Medicare or Social Security.  Nor has Mr. Obama made public the details of
proposals he made in unsuccessful talks with House Speaker John Boehner (R., Ohio) last
summer, such as raising the eligibility age for Medicare from 65 to 67, a notion both Mr.
Romney and Mr. Ryan have endorsed.
Administration officials are preparing new deficit-reduction proposals to be released if
Mr. Obama is re-elected, but see no political advantage in previewing them now, people
familiar with the process said.

Likewise, an excellent editorial in this morning’s Journal about the Administration’s plans for top-
down government health “reform” notes that the White House has refused to name individuals to
Obamacare’s Independent Payment Advisory Board “until after the election.”
 
So we’ve gone from a world in which candidate Obama repeatedly promised that he would hold all
the negotiations on C-SPAN to one in which tough choices are deliberately being withheld from the
American people for political reasons, and a world in which the President’s pledge that “we are
implementing” Obamacare right now doesn’t apply to the supposed centerpiece of its attempt to
control costs – because of the backlash that exposing the law’s coercive nature would generate. 
Hope and change indeed.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171
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Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

If ObamaCare Is Judged Unconstitutional, Here's How To Reform 
Healthcare 
Grace-Marie Turner 
Forbes: Health Matters, June 13, 2012 

If the U.S. Supreme Comt declares ObamaCare's individual mandate unconstitutional and non

severable, the first reaction from a large majority of Americans will be a huge sigh of relief, 
gauging from opinion polls that show tv.10-thirds want the law, or at least its individual mandate, 

struck down. 

But then what? There is universal agreement that there are serious problems in the health sector 

that must be addressed, but there is absolutely no appetite among the American people or in 
Congress for another 2,800-page bill. House Speaker John Boehner says the American people 

want a "common-sense, step-by-step approach to health care refonn." 

A presidential election year is the ideal time to a1ticulate the new vision based upon free 

enterprise, consumer choice, and costs that are reduced through competitive pressures, not 

ObamaCare's rationing and price controls. In recent speeches and articles, Republican Mitt 

Romney has emphasized his suppo1t for "a free market, federalist approach" that spurs 

competition, flexibility, and consumer choice. Voters will be watching closely. 

Conservatives in Congress know they must move fo1w ard with reform lest they face yet another 

attempt at a single-payer government takeover of health care under a future president. 

Dozens of Republicans in Congress already are working diligently on reform legislation, some 
offering overall reform plans and others targeting specific programs such as Medicare or 

Medicaid. 

A k ey building block of free-marke t plans is the "defined contribution" model for financing 

care and coverage in both public and private sector plans. Instead of promising a long list of 

health benefits, employees or beneficiaries would receive allocations to support the purchase of 

the health plan or other arrangement that suit them best. 



This moves away from the paternalistic model that blocks people from making their own 

decisions about their care and coverage. Defined contribution would engage consumers as 

partners in getting the best value in health spending. They would demand that providers and 

insurers reveal the full cost of their offerings, this would put downward pressw·e on costs, and 

that in turn would put insurance within the reach of millions more people. Consumers also 

would demand that health plans and employers provide more options and more flexibility in 
policies, networks, and financing arrangements. 

Leaders in Congress already are building their reform plans on market -based principles 

organized around this defined-contribution model of financing, a concept that fits the three 

major insurance coverage platforms in the United States- Medicare, Medicaid, and private 

health insurance. 

• Medical'e: There has been bi-partisan agreement from commissions advising Presidents 

Clinton, Bush, and Obama on the imperative of moving toward a sliding-scale payment to 

give seniors choices of health coverage through competing private plans. Nearly 13 

million seniors have voluntarily signed up for Medicare Advantage, which works on this 

model. And the Medicare prescription drug plan, where seniors choose from among 

private competing drug plans, shows the model can be structured to save money, with 

Pait D costs coming in at 43% below original estimates. 

• Medicaid: The states are desperate to get relief from Medicaid costs that threaten to 

envelop their budgets. Florida provides au example of demonstration plans that allow a 

segment of its Medicaid population to receive a risk-adjust ed credit to get their health 

care from competing plans. This allows people to escape from the Medicaid ghetto by 

giving them health credits to obtain private coverage.Early evidence shows that costs are 

lower and the health of beneficiaries better compared to those in traditional Medicaid. 

Rhode Island and Indiana also have demonstrated success with other innovative 
Medicaid reform initiatives. 

• Employel'-based health insurance: With the threat of ObamaCare's expensive 

mandates, major employers are, for the first time, seriously considering getting out of the 

business of offering defined-benefit health insurance. A new study by Oliver Wyman on 

"Employer-Sponsored Healthcare" found that employers are desperate to find new 

solutions for the rising cost of employee health insurance and are anxiously searching for 

options. Overwhelmingly, employers want to continue to provide coverage to employees, 

but they know that if current cost trends continue, they won't be able to do so. A defined 

contribution model would quickly make the full cost of health insurance transparent to 

employees. They would force insurers and providers to compete on quality and value and 

to provide a wider range of choices and price points. If they chose, consumers could pick 

policies that would allow them to keep their young adult children on their policies or 

cover preventive care with no out-of-pocket costs. The policies would likely be more 

expensive, just as under ObamaCare; the difference is, people would be able to decide 
whether the features are worth the cost . 

• Helping the Ulliusured: One of the top priorities of health reform was to help the 

uninsured. ObamaCare would have missed the mark by at least 25 million. Instead of a 

complete overhaul of our health sector, government support could be targeted to those 



who genuinely need help. It's time for Congress to put in place policy proposals that have 

been on the table for more than a decade and offer people a health credit to purchase 

coverage, either on their own, through an employer, or through other groups. The credit 

would provide greater flexibility so consumers have insurance that is po1table and secure. 

Other health insurance reforms at the top of the congressional list: 

• Medical liability reform: States are best equipped to reform their medical malpractice 
laws to remove the distortions associated with arbitrary and unlimited jury awards. 

Today, lav.'Yers shoot for the sky, and doctors over-prescribe to avoid lawsuits. The result 
is billions of dollars' w01th of unnecessary medical treatments. Sensible tort reform would 

allow doctors to practice sound medicine and still protect patients from genuine 

malpractice. State experiments already are working in Texas and elsewhere to guide other 

states . 

• A safety net for p eople with pre -existing conditions: When people enter the 

health insurance market with existing health conditions, they can face challenges in 
finding affordable coverage. This problem will be minimized if people own their own 

health insurance that is po1table and that stays with them over time. But others will need 

a safety net, and states, not the federal government, are better able to handle the task. 
Congress would provide some financial help for states to set up or improve existing risk 

pools so those with pre-existing conditions can get health coverage. 

There are key structural elements common to vi1tually all market-oriented health reform 

proposals to give consumers in both public and private plans more control and ownership over 

health care arrangements . There will be disagreements and a vigorous debate over how to shape 

these provisions, but that will be a refreshing change from the back-room deals, middle-of-the

night votes, and t01tured parliamentary procedures that dragged ObamaCare over the finish line 

in 2010. 

Before ObamaCare was enacted, the health sector was coiled for a 21st century transformation. 

But entrepreneurs moved to the sidelines, frightened by the huge hurdles from hundreds of new 

boards and commissions, thousands of regulators, and tens of thousands of pages of regulation 

spawned by ObamaCare. With the new financial incentives conservatives are proposing, the 

health sector would build on the core strength of our market economy, with consumers 
demanding better choices of more affordable health care and health coverage. 

The bottom line: It's ObamaCare with its centralized, government control. Or a market economy 

in the health sector. This is the year of decision. 

Read online at Forbes 
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Galen Institute Commentary Alert 

Obamacare: Wrong for Women 
Grace-Marie Turner 
National Review Online, June 13, 2012 

The White House is making a special push to win women's votes in November, among other 

things by proclaiming that Republicans are waging a "war on women." But President Obama's 

signature health-care overhaul is an assault on women's freedom. It will drive up their health

care costs, deprive them of choices, and make it harder for them to find doctors for their 

families . 

Here are ten reasons why Obamacare is bad for women. 

1 . Higbe r cost of insurance. During the 2008 presidential campaign, Senator Obama 

promised that average premiums for a family would go down by $ 2 ,500 by 2012 as a result of 
his proposed reforms, but they actually have gone up by nearly that much - from $ 12 .680 in 

2008 to $ 15 1073 in 2011, according to Kaiser Family Foundation data. And the Congressional 

Budget Office found that Obamacare's new insurance mandates will raise premiums in the 

individual market by an additional $2, 100 per family. That's just the beginning. There are at 
least 20 new or higher taxes in Obamacare that will be passed along to consumers in the form of 

higher premiums, including taxes on medical devices and health -insurance premiums. This is 

bad news for women trying to keep coverage while managing a tight family budget. 

2. Losing your current insurance. The administration itself estimates that 5 1 to 80 percent 
of Americans will lose their current health insurance because their policies won't qualify as 

acceptable under Obamacare rules. As many as 20 million people could lose the insurance they 

get at work as a result of Obamacare, according to the CBO. McKinsey and Co. says as many as 
80 million people could be forced to change policies to comply v.rith the law's requirements. 

Other studies have shown that at least a third of businesses are considering dropping coverage 

because of the costly Obamacare mandates. This is bad news for women who want stability and 

control over their health insurance. 

3. Dependents losing coverage. One of the perverse risks of Obamacare is that it could 



cause families who are relying on employer insurance to lose their coverage. Under the law, 

employers must offer affordable insurance to their employees; Washington will deem a policy 

unaffordable if an employee's premium is more than 9.5 percent of his or her household income. 

This means that for a household income of $30,000, if the premium is more than $2,850, the 
coverage is considered unaffordable. Then the worker is eligible to go to the Exchanges for 

taxpayer-subsidized insurance. The only problem is that the subsidized insurance will be only for 

the worker and not for dependents. Families could lose coverage at work and be ineligible for 

subsidies in the Exchanges. 

4 . Unintended cons equences. One of the first provisions of Obamacare to be implemented 
requires employers that offer dependent coverage to allow children to stay on their parents' 

policies up to age 26. But some families are finding that this has a dark side: Firms and other 

organizations are finding they can't afford the added cost and are dropping dependent coverage 

altogether. Soon after the law passed, the 1199SEIU local of the Service Employees International 
Union announced that it was dropping dependent coverage: " ... new federal health-care reform 

legislation requires plans v.rith dependent coverage to expand that coverage up to age 26," Mitra 

Behroozi, executive director of benefits and pension funds, wrote in a letter to members. "Our 

limited resources are akeady stretched as far as possible, and meeting this new requirement 

would be financially impossible." 

5 . Cons cience and tbe mandate. The administration has forced a debate over reproductive 

issues by mandating that most employers must provide insurance coverage that gives free access 

to sterilization, contraception, and drugs that cause abortion. All women will have access to the 

mandated services at no extra charge, even if they work for a religious organization such as a 

Catholic hospital, university, or charity whose religious beliefs are violated by the mandate. 
Private employers, including women business owners, v.rill be unable to exercise their own right 

of conscience with regard to services they consider to be morally offensive. 

6 . Vulnerable .Americans bit hardest. The new health law could shred the Medicaid safety 

net because it does not increase capacity or make desperately needed structural reforms to 

Medicaid but simply drives more people into the program. Current Medicaid recipients, most of 
whom have few if any other options for coverage, will soon be forced to compete for care with 

the 16 to 25 million people being added to the program. Dr. Edward Miller, the dean of Johns 

Hopkins Medicine, argued in a 2009 Wall Street Journal article entitled "Health Reform Could 

Harm Medicaid Patients" that our system simply doesn't have the capacity to absorb so many 

more patients so quickly. It v.rill become that much harder for a mother on Medicaid to find a 

doctor for an ill child. 

7. Loss of control. One of the th ings that women want most is more control over decisions 

involving health care for their families. Under Obamacare, those decisions will be made, not by 

parents, but by bureaucrats at the 159 new agencies and boards in Washington that v.rill control 
our health-care system. Already a government agency has recommended restricting access to 

mammograms. That is only the beginning of government rationing of care as boards such as the 

Independent Payment Advisory Board decide to cut payments for providers and procedures. 

8. Tbe doctor sbortage . We need at least 160,000 more physicians just to meet the demands 

of a grov.ring and aging population. A 2010 survey by athenahealth and Sermo found that 66 

percent of doctors are seriously considering dropping out of Medicare and Medicaid, and 53 
percent are considering opting out of all third-party insurance. A more recent survey said that as 

many as 46 percent of doctors are planning to leave medical practice when Obamacare fully 



kicks in . Meanwhile, there will be 30 million more people in the health-insurance market. 
Waiting times will grow, as they have in Massachusetts, where a foremnner of Obamacare is in 

effect; some patients there wait up to 100 days to get an appointment with a primary-care 

doctor. With many fewer physicians, women and their families will find it harder and harder to 

find a doctor to see them . 

9. Losing full-time jobs . Many mothers must juggle a full-time job v.rith full -time family 

responsibilities. But Obamacare's employer mandate means they could face an even bigger 

challenge: holding onto that full-time job. Here's why: The law forces employers with more than 

50 employees to provide expensive health insurance to full-time workers or pay a big fine. Many 

employers are seriously considering cutting their full-time employees to 25 hours a week so they 

can avoid the costly mandate. 

10. Child-only policies vanishing. Children are most commonly insured along with their 

parents, but child-only policies have been available for families where the parents' insurance 

doesn't cover dependents. Under a provision of Obamacare that went into effect in 2010, 

insurers can no longer refuse to sell such a policy because of a preexisting condition. This means 

that parents or guardians could wait to purchase policies until their children got sick. In at least 

17 states, insurers have pulled out of the child-only market, saying they would face "adverse 
selection" because the new rule destroys the basis for shared insurance against risk. 

A BETTER IDEA 

Women would be better served by having a variety of policies available, so that they can choose 

one that offers the benefits they want and need. "Defined-contribution" health plans - in which 

the employer gives each employee a fixed amount of money with which to buy insurance, as 

opposed to providing the "defined benefit" of a group health plan - would allow working 

spouses to combine funds to buy the plan of their choice. Cross-state purchasing of health 

insurance would give them more options. And targeted tax credits would provide extra help v.rith 

premiums for those with modest incomes. 

Opinion polls show that Americans have made up their minds about Obamacare: 68 percent 

want the Supreme Court to strike down the whole law or at least the law's central pillar - the 

individual mandate. The best outcome would be for the Comt to send Congress back to work 

drafting new legislation that gives women and families real control over their health care. 

Read online at National Review 
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Speaking on ABC’s This Week yesterday, Obama campaign adviser David Axelrod made a series of
misleading statements about Obamacare and the House Republican budget.  Take for instance the
claims made in this doozy of a paragraph:
 

AXELROD:  Well, first of all, they want to turn – let's talk about the $700 billion.
 Congressman Ryan, what he doesn't say is that he's incorporated that same $700 billion
into his plan, so he's embraced exactly what the president's done.  The difference is the
president is trying to strengthen the Medicare program.  Under the changes that the
president made, seniors are getting more prescription coverage and preventive care. We
extended the life of Medicare by eight years, according to the Congressional Budget Office.
 The Ryan-Romney plan would not do that.  And in fact, by turning it into a voucher
program, throwing seniors onto the tender mercies of the private insurance market and
capping growth the way they do, ultimately they are going to shift thousands of dollars onto
the backs of seniors, and Medicare itself will be in a death spiral because it will – it will be
dissipated by seniors who – healthy seniors going into the private system, leaving sick
seniors in the existing Medicare program.

 
Where to begin?  Well, let’s analyze the claims one by one:
 
“Congressman Ryan, what he doesn't say is that he's incorporated that same $700 billion into his
plan, so he's embraced exactly what the president's done.”  This is FALSE.  While Democrats took
savings from Medicare to pay for their costly new Obamacare entitlement, the House Republican
budget would use that money to save Medicare first.  And you don’t even need to take my word for
it.  Because in November, Nancy Pelosi admitted that Democrats “took a half a trillion dollars out of
Medicare in [Obamacare], the health care bill” to pay for more federal spending.  (One related point
worth thinking about: If Congressman Ryan actually HAD embraced the President’s proposal, why
would Axelrod criticize him…?)
 
“The difference is that the President is trying to strengthen the Medicare program.”  There’s one
problem with this allegation: Medicare actuary Foster has written that the Medicare provisions in
the law “cannot be simultaneously used to finance other Federal outlays (such as the coverage
expansions under the PPACA) and to extend the [Medicare] trust fund, despite the appearance of
this result from the respective accounting conventions.”  Even President Obama himself admitted
this irrefutable logic in a 2010 interview, when he stated that “You can’t say that you are saving on
Medicare and then spending the money twice.”
 
“Seniors are getting more prescription coverage…”  That’s an interesting claim to make, because
more than 17 million seniors participating in Medicare Part D are facing higher premiums so that Big
Pharma can benefit from its “rock-solid deal” struck behind closed doors with President Obama and
Congressional Democrats.  Of course, it’s unsurprising for David Axelrod to make this claim, because
he received a multimillion dollar severance package indirectly paid for by the pharmaceutical



industry, thanks to Big Pharma’s backroom Obamacare deal with the White House.
 
“We extended the life of Medicare by eight years, according to the Congressional Budget Office.” 
That’s not what the Congressional Budget Office said.  The non-partisan CBO said that the Medicare
reductions in Obamacare “will not enhance the ability of the government to pay for future Medicare
benefits” – because those savings will be used to fund other unsustainable entitlements.  If the
President wants to use the Medicare savings provisions to extend the life of the Medicare trust fund
– and not to fund the new entitlements created by the law – the Congressional Budget Office
previously estimated what the fiscal impact would be:  “A net increase in federal deficits of $260
billion” through 2019.
 
“Capping the growth the way they [i.e., Republicans] do…”  This is another interesting statement
for Axelrod to make, because it was Obamacare that capped Medicare’s growth rate for the first
time ever.  What’s more, the House Republican budget caps the growth of Medicare spending at
exactly the same growth rate as Obamacare.  The difference is that Obamacare delegates the power
to cut Medicare spending to a board of 15 unelected bureaucrats, whereas conservatives would
empower patients to make their own choices – reducing costs through competition, NOT
government fiat.
 
“[Under premium support,] Medicare itself will be in a death spiral…”  I’ll let Cokie Roberts – scion
of two prominent Democrats – answer this one.  Later in the ABC This Week program, here’s what
she said about Axelrod’s claims that Obamacare would strengthen the Medicare program, while
premium support proposals would undermine it:
 

It's also intellectually dishonest, because the truth is, as you know, they say they're taking it
away from providers.  And every year, Congress votes to do what's called the doc fix, to give
the providers back the money that has been cut.  So, you know, that $700 billion, I won't
look for it to be gone anytime soon.

 
And because Obamacare takes those Medicare savings out of Medicare to pay for new spending,
any attempt to reverse some or all of the $700 billion in reductions would increase the federal
deficit.  It’s a perfect example of why Obamacare is so harmful both to seniors and the federal
budget.  And no amount of misleading statements by the Obama campaign can disguise that fact.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171
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New Galen Institute paper exposes why health insurance
exchanges defined in PPACA won’t work

Exchanges create more bureaucracy and place more burdens 
on states already strapped for cash

Health insurance exchanges required in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA)
won’t work, won’t increase access to affordable health care, and won’t improve health outcomes
or increase value, according to a new Galen Institute study.

The paper by Rita E. Numerof, Ph.D., entitled “What’s Wrong with Health Insurance
Exchanges...,” explains the problems states will face if they go down the path of creating
PPACA health insurance exchanges. The exchange requirements will result in the creation of
administrative behemoths that will limit individual choice and drive up costs, just the opposite
of their intent. 
 
Numerof describes in detail why the state insurance exchange requirements are unrealistic and
burdensome. These include intensive data-gathering responsibilities that delve into an
individual’s private affairs, adding new costs for states and employers, as well as strict federal
over-regulation of insurance choices.
 
“Rather than focusing on compliance with PPACA and assume its burdens, legislators should
take inventory of the problems plaguing the health insurance markets in their states. Then they
can confront the most critical issues of insurance coverage, care delivery, and payment reform to
ensure that residents have access to affordable care and enjoy better health outcomes at lower
cost,” Numerof concludes. A subsequent paper will offer recommendations on a framework for
finding the right solution for states’ unique needs.
 
“Like most of the health law, state insurance exchanges will fail in meeting its goals of lowering
costs and providing more choices,” said Grace-Marie Turner, president of the Galen Institute.
“The way to increase access to affordable health care is not through more complex and onerous
bureaucratic rules, but rather by reducing barriers to competition and consumer choice and
removing regulations that make coverage unaffordable today.”
 
Dr. Numerof is co-founder and president of Numerof & Associates, Inc., a strategic management
consulting firm.  Please contact Tara Persico to speak with Dr. Numerof or Grace-Marie Turner



about the paper. The full paper is available on our website.
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Galen Institute Broadcast Alert 

Grace-Marie Turner on Varney & Co. 
FOX Business 
Monday, June 4, 10:20am EDT 

Tune in to Varney & Co. on FOX Business this morning at io :20 a.m. where I'll be talking v.rith 

Stuart about price gouging and ObamaCare. Check your local listings for channel information. 
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Action Officers and healthcare advisors:
 
Below are two emails from Chris Jacobs at JEC offering an analysis of the Center for American
Progress’s entitlement reform document, released yesterday, 11/14. Given some of the
conversations we are resuming in our caucus re healthcare and entitlement reform, we thought
you’d find these emails interesting. See email from today and then email from yesterday below.

thanks,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
 
As previously noted, yesterday the Center for American Progress released its platform for altering
entitlements.  In fairness, the paper does include some conservative ideas, most notably additional
means-testing for Medicare beneficiaries.  But mainly the report demonstrates the fundamental
difference between conservatives and liberals: Not only do liberals not believe in markets, they
don’t understand (and/or don’t want to understand) how markets actually work.
 
Take for instance the CAP proposals that will supposedly “enhance competition based on price and
quality,” such as the idea to “require health insurance exchanges to offer tiered insurance plans.” 
On the face of it, the idea sounds reasonable enough – encourage plans to lower premiums by
offering a variety of choices.  But the catch here – as in the rest of the CAP proposals – is that
“competition” is government-defined, government-mandated, and government-prescribed.  For
instance, if insurers want to offer, and patients want to purchase, less expensive insurance coverage
that doesn’t cover all of Obamacare’s mandated benefits – and/or insurance purchased across state
lines – both CAP and Obamacare would tax those who gain coverage through such means, because
this “competition” is prohibited in liberals’ new health care utopia.
 
Then there’s the fact that the CAP report also includes numerous other proposals that involve



expanding prescription drug price controls in various forms.  One may find it ironic – and ever-so-
slightly contradictory – that a report supposedly focused on “enhanc[ing] competition”
simultaneously expands government-dictated price controls.
 
Finally, CAP’s proposals for “competitive bidding” seem little short of comical for their ideologically-
based hypocrisy.  The paper states that Congress should “use competitive bidding for Medicare
Advantage” – but then just as quickly states that government-run Medicare itself should not
compete.   And why doesn’t CAP want government-run Medicare to compete against private plans? 
Because a paper co-authored by one of CAP’s own scholars released in September found that in
many parts of the country, traditional Medicare can’t compete – it’s far too costly.  The study,
outlined in an article in the Journal of the American Medical Association, found that private plans
would be 9% cheaper than traditional Medicare under a competitive bidding proposal. 
 
Mind you, the Left has no problems forcing seniors to pay more for private Medicare Advantage
coverage, or forcing them out of their plans entirely – Obamacare’s cuts to the program will ensure
both outcomes.  But when it comes to competitive bidding for government-run Medicare itself, CAP
and others on the Left want nothing to do with such an idea, clinging instead to the shibboleth of
government-run Medicare as a first step towards socialized medicine for all.  And that hypocrisy –
competition for thee, but not for me – explains in a nutshell why liberal ideas such as those in the
CAP paper are both unrealistic and ideologically dangerous.
 
 

From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC) [mailto:Chris_Jacobs@jec.senate.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 2:06 PM
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: No Magic Bullet to Control Entitlements
 
Speaking at an event this morning regarding the Center for American Progress’ new health and
entitlement manifesto (about which more later), former Obama Administration official Zeke
Emanuel claimed that controlling health costs by itself would cure America’s fiscal woes: “I think this
is the legacy for the president because if he can get healthcare costs under control, everything
changes….This really is the big kahuna for his legacy going forward.”
 
It’s a nice assertion – but it’s also flat wrong.  The Congressional Budget Office’s long-term budget
outlook includes a chart (attached below) demonstrating that, over the next 25 years, demographics
count for at least half – and as much as three-quarters – of projected increases in spending on
Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security, and Obamacare insurance subsidies:
 



 
What this analysis means is that, even if the growth of health costs does manage to slow (both CBO
and the Medicare actuary think Obamacare’s cost reductions will not be sustainable in the long-
term), slowing health costs alone won’t solve Medicare’s financial problems.  Put another way,
Medicare needs structural reform NOW – because nothing else can save the program.  Emanuel’s
incorrect comments notwithstanding, it’s a lesson policy-makers in both parties would be wise to
heed.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171



From: National Governors Association
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: [healthpolicy-advisors] Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:52:37 PM
Attachments: Dear Governor letter re Exchange Blueprints 11.9.12.pdf.pdf

 

 

From: Quam, David [mailto:DQuam@NGA.ORG] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 4:47 PM
To: HHS Committee
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
To:  Washington Reps and State Federal Contacts
Re:  HHS letter extending blueprint deadline for state-based exchanges
  
Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that the deadlines for
states seeking to operate either a State-based or Partnership Exchange under the Affordable Care
Act have been extended.  According to the new guidance, which is attached, states electing to

operate a State-based Exchange must still send a Declaration Letter by November 16th, but the
Blueprint is not due until December 14, 2012.  States electing to operate a State Partnership
Exchange can submit their Declaration Letter and Blueprint on a rolling basis up to February 15,
2013. 
 
--DCQ

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

 

You are currently subscribed to healthpolicy-advisors as: 
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-216585-
162041.e9c5b8cb6f8734b4cc8b3b27dbeb559e@talk.nga.org



From: National Governors Association
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: [healthpolicy-advisors] New NGA Health Website Launched
Date: Thursday, October 18, 2012 2:33:10 PM

 

Dear Health Policy Advisors:

We are pleased to announce the launch of a new health policy website at NGA:
http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org.  We hope this site will serve as a resource as you look to identify
solutions to the myriad of health policy issues you face.   We will be building on this site on an
ongoing basis and hope to receive your feedback.  We also hope to highlight more emerging state
programs.  Please let us know if you are pursuing programs or initiatives that other states could learn
from as we will be writing additional case studies throughout the year.

Krista Drobac
Director, Health Division
Center for Best Practices
National Governors Association
Office: 202-624-7872                   
kdrobac@nga.org
 

NGA News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 18, 2012
Contact:  Jodi Omear, 202-624-5346
                                                                             

NGA LAUNCHES VIRTUAL HEALTH RESOURCE CENTER
New Website Provides One-Stop Shop for Health Policy Information 

 
WASHINGTON—The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website,
State Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual resource center
developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential solutions to health policy problems
that state policymakers face. The website also will provide policymakers with innovative
approaches from expert analysis and the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care
access, affordability and quality.
 
“With the always evolving health care system, this website is designed to give states a place to find
information on a variety of health care problems they might be facing,” said NGA Executive
Director Dan Crippen. “Our hope is that this virtual resource center will give states unlimited
ideas on how to solve their individual health care problems, learn from other states, identify viable
policy options and considerations and stay informed of the federal health policy landscape.”
 
The website focuses on various topics, including:
 



·         Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health insurance
exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies that increase health
insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act changes required by 2014 come into
effect;

·         Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs and maintain
access to quality care for beneficiaries;

·         Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care costs, improve
the quality of care and provide access to many people as possible;

·         Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their various roles
to promote better health among state residents;

·         Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce planning and
development strategies to respond to the growing demand on health care; and

·         Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system performance,
support patient self-management, support widespread adoption of electronic health
records and design effective health information exchanges.

 
Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-led efforts; federal
regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and expert sources with subject matter
expertise.
 
To view the new website, please visit: http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/.
 

###
 
Founded in 1908, the National Governors Association (NGA) is the collective voice of the nation’s governors and
one of Washington, D.C.’s most respected public policy organizations. Its members are the governors of the 55
states, territories and commonwealths. NGA provides governors and their senior staff members with services that
range from representing states on Capitol Hill and before the Administration on key federal issues to developing
and implementing innovative solutions to public policy challenges through the NGA Center for Best Practices. For
more information, visit www.nga.org.
 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

 

You are currently subscribed to healthpolicy-advisors as: 
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-215965-
162041.e9c5b8cb6f8734b4cc8b3b27dbeb559e@talk.nga.org



From: Lindsay Russell
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: "Source Documents for the State Talking Points on Regulatory Costs and the Impact of Losing Federal Medicaid

Support"
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:55:50 AM
Attachments: PPACA Regulatory Cost Impact by State 3-21-2012.xlsx

Measuring the Coerciveness of the PPACA Medicaid Expansion 3-21-2012.xls

Andrew S.
Here is where that information came from.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | l
 
 

From: Michael Ramlet [mailto: ] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 5:04 PM
To: Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson
Cc: Sam Batkins; Cameron Smith
Subject: Source Documents for the State Regulatory Cost and Medicaid Coercision Estmiates
 
All,
 
Attached are two documents that substantiate all of the regulatory cost estimates and the Medicaid
coercion estimates in the state-by-state talking points.  Here’s a quick overview of each document. 
Please feel free to call me at 202-657-8428 if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Michael
 
---
Michael Ramlet
Director Health Policy
American Action Forum
 
Cell: 
Email: 
 
Regulatory Cost Impact by State
 
The American Action Forum is fortune enough to have Sam Batkins as its Director of Regulation. 
Sam has compiled a database of every regulation issued by the Obama Administration broken down
by total pages, total cost, and paperwork burden hours.  He has also broken each regulation down
by the type of agencies affected so there is a sub-database for just healthcare regulations.

214837
Sticky Note



 
To derive the attached spread sheet estimating regulatory costs by state, Sam took the largest
regulations that impact states and broke down the federal government’s estimates proportionately
by state to come up with a reasonable estimate of how costly the Affordable Care Act’s regulations
have already been to the private sector and the public.
 
Interestingly, Sam has built such an advanced database that we are now able to use it to bracket
President during every state visit he makes to talk about jobs.  I hope you all check out the database
and tell your colleagues because it’s a tremendous resources explaining the effect of the Obama
Administrations red tape fiasco.
 
 
Measuring the Coerciveness of the PPACA Medicaid Expansion
 
The Medicaid related estimates come directly from the American Action Forum’s Supreme Court
Amicus brief on Medicaid, which was signed by over 100 economists including multiple Nobel Prize
winners.
 
 
 



From: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

"All of the Above?" Speaker Boehner Tells Fox News 
POTUS' Rhetoric Doesn't Match His Actions on Gas 
Prices 

March 8, 2012 I Posted by Don Seymour (@donseymourJ I Permalink 

"[T]he president says he's for an 'all-of-the-above' energy strategy," Speaker John Boehner told Fox 
News' Greta Van Susteren, "But his rhetoric does not match his actions." Boehner outlined several 
ways the Obama administration - which rejected the popular Keystone XL project and is now lobbying 
against it - has blocked energy production as gas prices have skyrocketed . Boehner also said Senate 
Democrats are blocking nearly 30 House-passed bills that will help create new jobs and address high 
gas prices, and that today the House will pass the bipartisan JOBS Act. Watch here and see below for 
several excerpts: 

Boehner: Obama Administration is Blocking Energy Production as Gas Prices Skyrocket: 

"Listen, the president's policies have not only not helped the economy, they've made it 
worse. When it comes to gas prices, the president says he's for an 'all-of-the-above' 
energy strategy but his rhetoric does not match his actions . And the facts are that 
they've closed down most of the gulf . They've closed down all the public lands in the 
inner mountain west. ... [l]f you look at what the EPA is doing, they are shutting down a 



lot of American made energy 

Boehner: An "All of the Above" Strateay that Removes Government Barriers to Eneray 
Production Will Address High Gas Prices. Create Jobs: 

"fllf we're going to bring gas prices down we need to have 'all-of-the-above.' That 
means, we need more oil and gas production, we need renewables, we need nuclear 
energy. And until we do 'all-of-the-above' we are going to be subject to these big 
fluctuations. . . . The president's energy policies have led to a more than doubling of 
gas prices over the three years of his presidency. It's time for the president to take real 
action and work with Congress in a bipartisan way to deal with this problem." 

Boehner: High Energy & Gas Prices Hurt Job Growth: 

"It's not just the price of gas; it's the price of energy across the board. Whether you're 
at a surface company, a manufacturing company, everybody plays more. And if you're 
spending that much more on energy, you're not buying the kinds of other goods and 
services that are available in our economy and it will in fact slow our economy down." 

Boehner: House Has Passed Nearly 30 Bills to Help Create Jobs & Address Gas Prices. Will 
Pass Bipartisan JOBS Act Today: 

"Republicans have a Plan for America's Job Creators. We've had it since last May. 
This plan, 30 bills, that we've passed and sent them over to the United States Senate. 
If the president wants to get the economy moving again, what he ought to be doing is 
call ing Harry Reid and saying, 'Hey, these are some really good bills.' Tomorrow we're 
going to pass the JOBS Act. The president has said nice things about it. It would help 
small companies have better access to capital, help them grow. And ifthe president 
again is serious about helping the economy he ought to pick up the phone call Harrv 
Reid and say 'Hey Hany it's time to get moving on some of these.'" 

Boehner: America Can't Afford Four More Years of Obama Administration Policies: 

"I think this is an incredibly important year for our country and I would hope our 
candidates continue to focus on the real issue here and that's the president's policies. 
They've not helped . They've made our economy worse. They've made it harder for job 
creators to create jobs. And because the president doesn't want to talk about his 
economic policies, he's turned to the politics of envy and divide . ... I don't th ink 
America can sustain four more years of the policies that are coming out of this 
Administration ." 

Boehner: ObamaCare Mandate Threatens Religious Freedom: 

"This has nothing to do with contraception. For 220 years our government, here in 
Washington, has respected the rights of religious organizations to their own beliefs. 
There's always been a conscious exception of religious organizations so that 
government isn't in the position of coercing them to do things that they don't' believe in 
.. . !Rlemember how we got there this is Obamacare. This is just another example of 
the federa l government going to tell evervone in American that 'You're going to do it 
our way.' Remember when the president said, ' If you like the health insurance policy 
that you have, then you can keep it.'? Not anymore. Because this policy will require 
everyone in America to have at least one, and this is the first step, one exception 
based on what the government in Washington wants." 



WEBSITE I CONTACT I PRIVACY POLICY 



November 16, 2012 

Director Gary Cohen 

JOHN R. KASICH 

GOVERNOR 
STATE OF OHIO 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Center for Consumer Information and Insurance 
Oversight 
200 Independence Avenue, SW, Suite 739H 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Dear Director Cohen, 

This letter is to inform you of Ohio's decisions regarding whether or not to implement the health 
benefits exchange mandated by the Affordable Care Act (ACA), and other issues. The law 
requires the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to certify 
states' plans by January 1, 2013 and, in order for the Secretary to carry out this task, HHS is 
requiring states to submit an Exchange Blueprint. 

My administration is committed to improving health care for all Ohioans through forward
thinking, solutions-oriented strategies aligned with our state's ongoing efforts to create ajobs
friendly climate. Accordingly, we are modernizing Ohio's Medicaid program, streamlining 
outdated health and human service delivery systems, implementing insurance market reforms 
and changing how we pay for care to reward value and coordinated care rather than volume. 

We continue to make great strides in these endeavors despite significant headwinds expected 
from the law-higher health insurance costs, significant uncertainty in our insurance market and 
major new costs to states. Additionally, HHS is asking states to make final decisions on fiscally 
and economically significant and pivotal issues without promised federal guidance and rules for 
issues such as essential health benefits, market reforms, multi-state health insurance plans and 
more specifics regarding the federally-facilitated exchange. At this point, based on the 
information we have, states do not have any flexibility to build and manage exchanges in ways 
that respond to unique needs of their citizens or markets. Regardless of who runs the exchange, 
the end product is the same. 

In light of this significant uncertainty and the negative impacts the law will have on Ohio: 
• Ohio will not operate a federally-mandated exchange but instead will exercise its right 
under the law to leave that to the federal government; 
• Ohio will not relinquish to the federal government its right to regulate its insurance 
market but, as permitted under the law, will instead retain the right to regulate the state's 

77 SOUTH HIGH STREET• 30TH FLOOR •COLUMBUS, 0HI043215-6117 • 614.466.3555 



JOHN R. KASICH 

GOVERNOR 
STATE OF OHIO 

insurance industry through the Ohio Department of Insurance as it has done very effectively for 
more than 60 years; 
• Ohio will not turn over to the federal government the right to determine Medicaid and 
Children's Health Insurance Plan (CHIP) eligibility for its citizens but, as permitted by the law, 
will retain that function as well and manage that work through Ohio's Medicaid director; 
• Ohio has no plans to run a state reinsurance program at this time, and; 
• The Director of the Ohio Department of Insurance is designated to work with HHS to 
finalize the Exchange Blueprint and work through other related issues. 

Given that HHS has extended the deadline by which states must submit their blueprint 
applications, Ohio reserves the right to amend its intentions as stated in this letter, should HHS 
announce any changes or present states with new information, rules or interpretations of the law. 

I am confident Ohio will meet federal standards to maintain its control of these responsibilities. 
In the meantime I urge you to promptly issue the guidance and rules Ohio needs to align plan 
management and Medicaid eligibility with an otherwise federally-facilitated health benefits 
exchange. 

s~~ ~hn R. Kasich 
Governor 

77 SOUTH HIGH STREET • 30TH FLOOR • COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215-61 17 • 614.466.3555 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman; Seth Levey; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: 11/12 MONDAY RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 6:31:08 PM
Attachments: Agenda and Reply Form - Healthcare Working Group - Baton Rouge LA.PDF

SebielusLtrtoGovs11092012Deadline.pdf
Best Practices Report 2012 Final.pdf
Health Insurance Tax Will Increase Health Care Costs, Eliminate Jobs, and Reduce Health Care Choices.pdf

Good evening, Action Officers:
 
Due to lots of moving parts at RGPPC as well as annual meeting around the corner, we
are going to host a brief RGPPC policy call Monday 11/12 morning at 10:30 AM EST
for those of you who are finalizing briefing materials.    I will walk you through the
policy portion of the annual meeting and answer any questions some of you might
have. For those of you we miss, we wish you a happy Veterans day and a thanks to
those who have served our country. Should you wish to follow up with us directly,
RGPPC is working Monday and is happy to take your phone calls. 
 
In addition, please join me in offering our condolences to Debbie Hohlt who lost her
mother late last week.  Debbie, we are thinking of you.  Her obituary is found here.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

 
Agenda:
 
Roll Call: Seth/ Dustin- RGPPC
 

a)     RGPPC Healthcare Working Group: RGPPC will be a hosting a Healthcare
Working Group meeting in Baton Rouge, LA on November 19th.  We will pay for
one healthcare expert from each state to attend. Please see the attached agenda
and reply form to register.

 
b)    RGPPC Education and Workforce Report (Marie): Release is being postponed

until after the election to improve and add data. Please continue to send us
workforce and education examples.
 

c)      General Healthcare Update (Marie): Attached is Friday’s letter to governors
from Secretary Sebelius regarding the extension of the deadline to December 14,
2012 for states to submit the State-based Exchange Blueprint application.
NOTE: the November 16th deadline for a Declaration Letter for a State-based
Exchange was not extended.



 
The deadline for the Declaration Letter and Blueprint Application for State
Partnership Exchanges was extended to Friday, February 15, 2013.

 
d)     RGPPC Best Practices 2012 (Marie):  Please find our 2012 Best Practices

document attached.  A copy of this draft will be available on our staff-only
password protected website at RGPPC.com.   As a reminder,  this is meant to be
a living document.  We will update it continuously with changes/edits/
additions from the states. 

 
e)     RGPPC Master Contact List (Marie): We are working on compiling and

updating our Master State Contact List. You should have received an email last
week with the contacts we currently have on file for your state. We ask that you
help us update and/or add to any areas where our list is inaccurate or
incomplete (especially where we are missing personal email address).
 

f)      RGPPC Event Survey (Marie):
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_Event_Survey . Thanks to those
of you who have already responded- feedback is extremely helpful as we plan
2013.

 
g)     Virginia Open Source CRM (Virginia): Governor Bob McDonnell and the

Virginia Information Technology Agency have shared the source code for the
Virginia Boards and Commissions Appointments (OASYS) application on
Microsoft’s CodePlex. CodePlex is Microsoft’s opensource software and project
sharing-site. OASYS was intended to support State and Local Governments
through the Gubernatorial office Job applications and supporting processes
surrounding recommendations, vetting and appointments position management
for the Governor's office operations.  The CRM2011 based applications can be
easily modified to support to support a Governor-elect's transition staff
application and hiring process before taking office.  The code can also be
modified to continue supporting a Governor's office recruiting and hiring
activities using CRM2011 and supporting web-based portals. States can access
CodePlex and the Boards and Commission source code at:
http://boardsandcommissions.codeplex.com/discussions/402601
 

h)     NGA Update (Katie)
 

i)      General House and Senate update (Will)
 

j)      Health Insurance Tax Brief (see attached)
 

k)    RGPPC Subcommittee updates (Marie): 



 
1.       Energy and Environment: Report released.
2.       Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.       Education/Workforce: Release is being postponed until after the

election.
 

l)      Other business?



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Deborah Hohlt; Dustin Huffman; Seth Levey; Katie Altshuler; Kinzel, Will; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: 11/19 MONDAY RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 5:15:22 PM
Attachments: Pew Report - Impact of the Fiscal Cliff on States (2).pdf

CoG - Donley and Welsh AF Budget November 15 2012.pdf

We will have a brief RGPPC policy call Monday 11/19 morning at 10:30 AM EST.  
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

 
Agenda:
 
Roll Call: Debbie- RGPPC

 
a)      RGPPC Education and Workforce Report (Debbie) Release is being postponed

until after the election to improve and add data. Please continue to send us workforce
and education examples.
 

b)      General Healthcare Update (Debbie):  Baton Rouge meeting is underway.  There
will be a conference call held to brief states that were unable to attend about
healthcare moving parts. An email will be sent for RSVP purposes soon.  . 

 
c)      RGPPC Master Contact List (Debbie) Last week electronically and at annual

meeting, you received a copy of RGPPC’s Master State Contact List for your state. If
you have not done so, please update and/or add/delete to any areas where our list is
inaccurate or incomplete (especially where we are missing personal email address).
 

d)      RGPPC Event Survey (Debbie):
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_Event_Survey . Thanks to those of you
who have already responded- feedback is extremely helpful as we plan 2013.
 

e)      NGA Update (Katie)
 

·         PPACA
·         Marketplace Fairness/Digital Goods
·         Fiscal Cliff/Tax Task force

 
f)       General House and Senate update (Will)

 
g)      Letter from Gov. Branstad and Gov. Gregoire to Air Force leadership  (Doug-

Iowa)- see attachment
 

h)      RGPPC Subcommittee updates (Marie): 
 

1.      Energy and Environment: Report released.



2.      Healthcare: Efforts in Baton Rouge- TBD
3.      Education/Workforce: Release is being postponed until after the election.

 
i)        Other business?

 
j)       Attachments:   Pew Report: Impact of the Fiscal Cliff on States. A copy of the report

is attached, and the webpage, including individual state fact sheets, is here:
http://www.pewstates.org/research/reports/the-impact-of-the-fiscal-cliff-on-the-
states-85899430339

 
 



From: Dustin Huffman
To: Dustin Huffman
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Deborah Hohlt ( ); Seth Levey
Subject: 11/26 MONDAY RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, November 25, 2012 6:07:11 PM

We will have a brief RGPPC policy call Monday 11/26 morning at 10:30 AM EST.  
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

 
Agenda:
 
Roll Call: Dustin, Seth- RGPPC

 
a)      RGPPC Education and Workforce Report (Marie) Release is being postponed

until after the election to improve and add data. Please continue to send us workforce
and education examples.
 

b)      General Healthcare Update (Marie):  Healthcare letters are pending; drafts to be
sent asap for consideration by states.  

 
c)      Health Insurance Exchange Letters/Press Releases (Marie): On the RGPPC.com

website, we have compiled a host of letters and press releases from states responding
to the November 16th exchange deadline. You can access this information through our
staff-only portal here: http://rgppc.com/health-insurance-exchange-tracking-letters-
and-releases-from-republican-governors/. If you need a new password, please email
Dustin at .  
 
We will continue to update this list with any new responses we receive. If your
governor sent a letter or issued a press release that is not included, please send to

.  
 

d)      RGPPC Master Contact List (Marie) Last week electronically and at annual
meeting, you received a copy of RGPPC’s Master State Contact List for your state. If
you have not done so, please update and/or add/delete to any areas where our list is
inaccurate or incomplete (especially where we are missing personal email address).
 

e)      RGPPC Event Survey (Marie):
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_Event_Survey . Thanks to those of you
who have already responded- feedback is extremely helpful as we plan 2013.
 

f)       NGA Update (Katie)
 

g)      General House and Senate update (Will)
 

h)      RGPPC Subcommittee updates (Marie): 
 



1.      Energy and Environment: Report released.
2.      Healthcare: Efforts in Baton Rouge- TBD
3.      Education/Workforce: Release is being postponed until after the election.

 
i)        Other business?

 
 



From: Dustin Huffman
To: Dustin Huffman
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Deborah Hohlt ( ; Seth Levey; "Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov" (Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov);

Katie Altshuler
Subject: 12/3 MONDAY RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, December 02, 2012 5:57:06 PM
Attachments: 2012-11-29-Voluntary Union Representation Memo.pdf

We will have a brief RGPPC policy call Monday 12/3 morning at 10:30 AM EST.  
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

                                                                                                                                                                              
Agenda:
 
Roll Call: Dustin, Seth- RGPPC

 
a)      RGPPC Education and Workforce Report (Marie) Release is being postponed to improve and

add data. Please continue to send us workforce and education examples.
 

b)      General Healthcare Update (Marie):  Healthcare letters are pending. 
 

c)      Health Insurance Exchange Letters/Press Releases (Marie): On the RGPPC.com website, we
have compiled a host of letters and press releases from states responding to the November 16th

exchange deadline. You can access this information through our staff-only portal here:
http://rgppc.com/health-insurance-exchange-tracking-letters-and-releases-from-republican-
governors/. If you need a new password, please email Dustin at   
 
We will continue to update this list with any new responses we receive. If your governor sent a
letter or issued a press release that is not included, please send to .  

 
d)      NGA Update (Katie)

Executive Committee Meeting with the President
 

e)      Social Security Administration Death Data (Dustin): The House Ways and Means Committee
is interested in learning more about how states handle death statistics, with possible legislation to
come. Will you please pass along the following survey to the appropriate agency in your state:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Death_Data.
 

f)       Collective Bargaining Reform (Marie): Please see the attached memo from The Heritage
Foundation regarding voluntary union representation reforms. Please let us know if your state is
interested in learning more about this issue and/or addressing collective bargaining in your
upcoming session.
 

g)       RGPPC Master Contact List (Marie) Last week electronically and at annual meeting, you
received a copy of RGPPC’s Master State Contact List for your state. If you have not done so,
please update and/or add/delete to any areas where our list is inaccurate or incomplete (especially
where we are missing personal email address).

 
h)      General House and Senate update (Will)

 
i)        RGPPC Subcommittee updates (Marie): 

 
1.      Energy and Environment: Report released.
2.      Healthcare: Efforts in Baton Rouge- TBD



3.      Education/Workforce: Release is being postponed until after the election.
 

j)       Other business?
 
 



From: Dustin Huffman
To: Dustin Huffman
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Deborah Hohlt ( ); Seth Levey; "Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov" (Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov);

Katie Altshuler
Subject: 12/3 MONDAY RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, December 02, 2012 5:57:06 PM
Attachments: 2012-11-29-Voluntary Union Representation Memo.pdf

We will have a brief RGPPC policy call Monday 12/3 morning at 10:30 AM EST.  
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

                                                                                                                                                                              
Agenda:
 
Roll Call: Dustin, Seth- RGPPC

 
a)      RGPPC Education and Workforce Report (Marie) Release is being postponed to improve and

add data. Please continue to send us workforce and education examples.
 

b)      General Healthcare Update (Marie):  Healthcare letters are pending. 
 

c)      Health Insurance Exchange Letters/Press Releases (Marie): On the RGPPC.com website, we
have compiled a host of letters and press releases from states responding to the November 16th

exchange deadline. You can access this information through our staff-only portal here:
http://rgppc.com/health-insurance-exchange-tracking-letters-and-releases-from-republican-
governors/. If you need a new password, please email Dustin at .  
 
We will continue to update this list with any new responses we receive. If your governor sent a
letter or issued a press release that is not included, please send to .  

 
d)      NGA Update (Katie)

Executive Committee Meeting with the President
 

e)      Social Security Administration Death Data (Dustin): The House Ways and Means Committee
is interested in learning more about how states handle death statistics, with possible legislation to
come. Will you please pass along the following survey to the appropriate agency in your state:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Death_Data.
 

f)       Collective Bargaining Reform (Marie): Please see the attached memo from The Heritage
Foundation regarding voluntary union representation reforms. Please let us know if your state is
interested in learning more about this issue and/or addressing collective bargaining in your
upcoming session.
 

g)       RGPPC Master Contact List (Marie) Last week electronically and at annual meeting, you
received a copy of RGPPC’s Master State Contact List for your state. If you have not done so,
please update and/or add/delete to any areas where our list is inaccurate or incomplete (especially
where we are missing personal email address).

 
h)      General House and Senate update (Will)

 
i)        RGPPC Subcommittee updates (Marie): 

 
1.      Energy and Environment: Report released.
2.      Healthcare: Efforts in Baton Rouge- TBD



3.      Education/Workforce: Release is being postponed until after the election.
 

j)       Other business?
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey
Cc: Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 2/13 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, February 12, 2012 5:46:15 PM
Attachments: 2011 11 15 Daniels Memos to Govs.pdf

2012 02 06 AO Subcommittee Update 2.pdf
2012-02-10 SOS Summary.pdf
2012 FL Secretary Vilsack (2).docx

We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 2/13, morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Marie (Seth and Lindsay- RGPPC)
 
2.  RGPPC Update: (Seth and Lindsay- RGPPC)
 

a)       RGPPC Leadership 2012.  Please complete Governor Daniels survey, attached, if you
have not yet done so.  The performance management workshop meets this Friday at
RGA.  
 

b)       Latest State of States summary is attached.
 

c)      Subcommittee Leadership calls have been set over the next two weeks to discuss
goals.  RGPPC will contact leadership staff as those calls are set to finalize briefing
materials.
 

d)       RGA Communications Shop will be providing talking points in advance of NGA to
assist with our coordinated messaging. 
 

e)      RGA Happy Hour on Wednesday 2/15 at McGuire Woods.  If you have not received
an invitation, please email Monica Block at MBlock@rga.org
 

f)       Governors McDonnell and Fallin will be providing our response to the President’s
Budget today.
 

g)       Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House



Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
h)       Letter supporting Infrastructure and energy bills pending in Congress. Currently

being drafted.
 

i)         Invitation to meet with Senator Hatch and Chairman Upton on 2/27 (window: 3-5
PM EST).  We are working to obtain a list of governors whose schedules may work.
We plan to finalize this meeting by Wednesday 2/15.  Please let us know if your
governor might be able to meet. 
  

 
3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
 
4. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)
 
5. NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
6.   Other business
 

a)      Ag Declaration Disaster letter, see attached.- Sean Miles (FL):  Signatures will be
finalized today/ Monday/ 2.13

 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)



Mobile 
www.RGPPC.com
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Hohlt, Debbie
Subject: 2/20 RGPPC Conference call
Date: Sunday, February 19, 2012 7:19:17 PM
Attachments: 2011 11 15 Daniels Memos to Govs.pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 2/20, morning at 10:30 AM EST.  If your state has
Presidents’ Day as a holiday, feel free to follow up with us on Tuesday for a summary of
the call. 
 
Agenda and notes below:

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Marie (RGPPC)
 
2.  RGPPC Update: (Marie- RGPPC)
 

a)       RGPPC Leadership 2012.  Please complete Governor Daniels survey, attached, if you
have not yet done so.  We had a very successful performance management session
on Friday at RGA. 

 
b)       Subcommittee Leadership calls have been set over the next two weeks to discuss

goals and a couple have already met.  RGPPC will contact leadership staff as those
calls are set to finalize briefing materials. Governors will have time during their
governors-only meeting on 2/25 to discuss policy efforts.
 

c)      NGA:  RGA Communications Shop will be providing talking points in advance of NGA
to assist with our coordinated messaging. Hope to release this by COB today (2/20)
 

d)       Please help us by completing surveys:
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and



ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
e)      Invitation to meet with Senator Hatch and Chairman Upton on 2/27: This meeting

has been cancelled. We hope to reschedule in the Spring/Summer and will let you
know. Thanks to those of you who were working with us to schedule your governors.
 
  

3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
 
4. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)
 
5. NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
6.   Other business
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: debbie ; Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;

Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov
Subject: 2/6 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, February 05, 2012 4:48:38 PM
Attachments: 2011 11 15 Daniels Memos to Govs.pdf

2012 02 06 AO Subcommittee Update 2.pdf
2012 02 02 Exchange Award Summary.pdf
2012-02-30-HC Exchangestatus MW.pdf
2012-02-01 State of States Summary2.pdf

Good Evening!  Happy Superbowl Sunday.  Here’s hoping that you have an evening full of good food,

friends, and fun commercial watching.  May the best team win…….

 

 

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday, 2/6, morning at 10:30 AM EST.

Agenda and notes below:

Access code:  

Agenda:

1. Roll Call: Marie (RGPPC)

2.  RGPPC Update: Marie (RGPPC)

a) Healthcare Amicus Brief
b) Subcommittee draft goals (see document attached)
c) E Harmony Best Practices,  Performance Management Meeting on 2/17. Invited states should
have invitation in inbox. Please complete Daniels survey.
d) Overview of Chief of Staff call
e)  Latest State of State Summaries and Healthcare Exchange documents
f) Pending surveys: PPACA and Exchanges, Energy regs, and Staff assignments for distribution
list. 
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House Energy
and Commerce to push back on a White House report indicating that some R
states, which are moving forward with some form of a healthcare exchange,
are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.        Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on the
most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and ESA. Survey
is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.         Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information. We are
seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets in each
office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency head.
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 



3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)

4. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)

5. NGA Update: Lauren (NE)

6.   Other business
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Mobile 
www.RGPPC.com
 



STATE OF INDIANA Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

State House, Second Floor 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

November 10, 2011 

Republican Governors 

2012 Republican Governors Public Policy Committee 

Our good friend, Haley Barbour, conceived the Republican Governors Public Policy Committee as an 
organization that would infect the Republican Party with good ideas. There's no replacing Haley, but 
Bob McDonnell has asked me to try my best to pursue the mission they have defined for the RGPPC, as 
the 2012 Chairman of the Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC). 

As Republican Governors, we have a firm belief in limited but effective government. Government has a 
responsibility to deliver core services in the most cost efficient way possible. Republican governors 
everywhere are proving that fiscal responsibility and improved government services go hand in hand. 
We seek to show our fellow citizens how much government they won't miss, but also how competent a 
job the remaining, necessary government can do. 

Pursuant to Bob and Haley's charge, the RGPPC next year will undertake two projects: 

1. To formulate and promote policy prescriptions for our most urgent national problems. 
Bob has already recruited subject matter leaders, a list of whom is attached. 

2. To establish a matchmaking service for spreading innovation. 

Our agency heads can attend conferences and attempt to monitor the best practices of other states, but 
in my experience nothing beats one-on-one coaching and mentoring. When we began transforming 
Indiana's highway department, by far the most useful step we took was to visit and host front-line 
leaders from Rick Perry's Texas Department of Transportation. Years later, we're still reaping the 
benefits. 

Please use the enclosure to check off 2-3 departments or functions about which you believe you have 
something to teach others, and 2 - 3 areas where you'd like your administration to make improvements. 
(We've all got plenty of those; this is government, after all.) The RGPPC will play matchmaker, and 
cover expenses when a team from a partner state visits you, or vice versa. 

More effective governors are more electable governors. Pitch in to help a colleague, and let some 
colleagues help you, too. 

We'll talk more about all this in Orlando, but it will help if you'll send us back the forms ahead of the 
meeting. 

See you down there. 

Attachments 

Governor 



FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 
DELIBERATIVE DOCUMENT 

REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE {RGPPC) 

STATE SURVEY 

STATE: __________ _ 

Please check one or two specific areas where your Administration has taken action resulting in more 
effective State government that you might like to share with other States. Don't overlook cross-cutting 
management issues. 

o Asset Management (fleets, property) 
o Procurement Reform-Strategic Sourcing/Outsourcing/Competitive Sourcing 
o Information Technology 
o Financial Management Systems 
o Tax Collection/Processing/Amnesty 
o Performance Management for State Employees 
o Centralized Human Resources 
o State Employee Health benefits 
o Agency/Board/Commission Consolidation 
o Transportation Project Management 
o Transportation Public Private Partnerships 
o Child Protective Services 
o Child Support Collections 
o Higher Education Governance 
o Welfare Program Eligibility Modernization 
o Health and Wellness Programs 
o Energy Conservation Programs 
o Motor Vehicle Services 
o Corrections Management 
o Permitting/Licensing 
o State-Local Government Relations 
o Economic Development Strategies 
o Other 

----~--------------------~~ 



State: _________ _ 

Please select one or two specific dilemmas faced by your Administration where you would welcome 
ideas from our caucus. 

o Asset Management (fleets, property) 
o Procurement Reform-Strategic Sourcing/Outsourcing/Competitive Sourcing 
o Information Technology 
o Financial Management Systems 
o Tax Collection/Processing/Amnesty 
o Performance Management for State Employees 
o Centralized Human Resources 
o State Employee Health benefits 
o Agency/Board/Commission Consolidation 
o Transportation Project Management 
o Transportation Public Private Partnerships 
o Child Protective Services 
o Child Support Collections 
o Higher Education Governance 
o Welfare Program Eligibility Modernization 
o Health and Wellness Programs 
o Energy Conservation Programs 
o Motor Vehicle Services 
o Corrections Management 
o Permitting/Licensing 
o State-Local Government Relations 
o Economic Development Strategies 
o Other -----------------------------

Please list the name(s) of your staff with whom our RGPPC team should coordinate to assist in matching 

individuals from your state with other Republican Governors staff who might offer or need assistance. 

Staff Name: ______________ _ 

Title: ----------------
Phone:, _____________ _ 

Email: _____________ _ 
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RGPPC Health Care Summit 
August 29-30th 

Washing ton, DC 
  

SURVEY 
Please submit surveys to   

Note subject: RGPPC HC Summit 
  

Listed below are all the panel session titles and discussion 
points for the RGPPC Health Care Summit. In an effort to make 
sure that the panels address the issues that are most important 
to your state and assist in our networking efforts, we would 
like to give you the opportunity to give us some feedback in 
preparation for our conference. Please use the space below to 
express any suggestions you may have on any of the panel 
discussions.  
 
May we publish your responses for other participants to see? 
___Yes     ____ No 
 
If yes, may we attribute your responses to you in the published 
document for other participants to see?    ____ Yes   ____ No  
 
 
  
1.   The Overreaching Burdensome Regulatory Environment  

Point of Discussion: Will include a discussion on asset tests, pharmacy 
costs and fraud waste and abuse, etc. as well as the impact of the 

Obama Administration’s harmful regulations on states 

  

  
  

  
2.      Enhancing Personal Responsibility  

Point of Discussion: Programs that have been successful- or could be 
successful-- in requiring more personal responsibility  

  
  

  
 

3. Healthcare Exchanges  
Point of Discussion: A conversation on the various approaches to 

healthcare exchanges  
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4. Medicaid Reforms: Waivers, Innovative Reforms and Pilot 

Programs  
Point of Discussion: Learn from other states, experts, and the 

private sector regarding creative ideas to manage the current 
Medicaid programs  

 m. –                             
  

  
 

5. Improving Healthcare and Reducing Costs: A Discussion on Dual 
Eligibles and Cost Containment  

Point of Discussion: Discuss what states are doing to control costs 
and what states need to effectively manage their dual eligibles 

program  
  

  
  

  

6.   What Medicaid Reform Should Look Like  
Point of Discussion: What would repeal and replace look like? A 

discussion to guide our work moving forward.    
  
  
 



Exchange Establishment Awards 
As of 10 November 2011 

Awards by State 

State Stat e Planning 
Grants and 
Territ ory 

Cooperat ive 
Agreements 

Alaska (R) 

Alabama (R) $ 1,000,000 

American Samoa (D) $ 1,000,000 

Arizona (R) $ 1,000,000 

Arkansas (D) $ 999,670 

California (D) $ 1,000,000 

Colorado (D) $ 999,987 

Connecticut (D) $ 996,850 

Delaware (D) $ 1,000,000 

District of Columbia $ 1,000,000 

Florida (R) $ 1,000,000 

Georgia (R) $ 1,000,000 

Guam (R) $ 917,205 

Hawaii (D) $ 1,000,000 

Idaho (R) $ 1,000,000 

Ill inois (D) $ 1,000,000 

Indiana (R) $ 1,000,000 

Iowa (R) $ 1,000,000 

Kansas (R) $ 1,000,000 

Kent ucky (D) $ 1,000,000 

Louisiana (R) $ 998,416 

Maine (R) $ 1,000,000 

Maryland (D) $ 999,227 

Massachusetts (D) $ 1,000,000 

Michigan (R) $ 999,772 

M innesota (D) $ 1,000,000 

Mississippi (R) $ 1,000,000 

M issouri (D) $ 1,000,000 

Montana (D) $ 1,000,000 

Nebraska (R) $ 1,000,000 

Nevada (R) $ 1,000,000 

New Hampshire (D) $ 1,000,000 

New Jersey (R) $ 1,000,000 

New Mexico (R) $ 1,000,000 

Early IT Level I Level II State Total 
Innovat or Establishment Est ablishment 

$ 8,592,139* $ 9,592,139 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 29,877,427* $ 30,877,427 

$ 999,670 

$ 39,421,383+ $ 40,421,383 

$ 999,987 

$ 6,687,933+ $ 7,684,783 

$ 3,400,096* $ 4,400,096 

$ 8,200,716+ $ 9,200,716 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 917,205 

$ 14,440,144 * $ 15,440,144 

$ 20,376,556* $ 21,376,556 

$ 5,128,454+ $ 6,128,454 

$ 6,895,126# $ 7,895,126 

$ 7,753,662* $ 8,753,662 

$ 31,537,465 $ 32,537,465 

$ 7,670,803+ $ 8,670,803 

$ 998,416 

$ 5,877,676* $ 6,877,676 

$ 6,227,454 $ 27,186,749+ $ 34,413,430 

$ 35,591,333 $ 36,591,333 

$ 9,849,305* $ 10,849,077 

$ 4,168,071+ $ 5,168,071 

$ 20,143,618+ $ 21,143,618 

$ 20,865,716+ $ 21,865,716 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 5,481,838* $ 6,481,838 

$ 4,045,076+ $ 5,045,076 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 34,279,483* $ 35,279,483 



Exchange Establishment Awards 

As of 10 November 20 11 

State State Planning 
Grants and 
Territory 

Cooperative 
Agreements 

New York (D) $ 1,000,000 

North Carolina (D) $ 1,000,000 

North Dakota (R) $ 1,000,000 

Ohio (R) $ 1,000,000 

Oklahoma (R) s 1,000,000 

Oregon (D) $ 1,000,000 

Pennsylvania (R) $ 1,000,000 

Puerto Rico (R) $ 1,000,000 

Rhode Island (D) $ 1,000,000 

South Carolina (R) $ 1,000,000 

South Dakota (R) $ 1,000,000 

Tennessee (R) s 1,000,000 

Texas (R) $ 1,000,000 

US Virgin Islands (D) $ 1,000,000 

Utah (R) $ 1,000,000 

Vermont (D) $ 1,000,000 

Virginia (R) $ 1,000,000 

Washington (D) $ 996,285 

West Virginia (D) $ 999,873 

Wisconsin (R) s 1,000,000 

Wyoming (R) $ 800,000 

TOTAL s 53,707,285 

Leve l I Award Dates 

# March 30, 2011 

+ June 30, 2011 

* September 30, 2011 

$ 

s 
$ 

s 

s 

Early IT Level I Level II State Total 
Innovator Establishment Establishment 

27,431,432 $ 10,774,898+ $ 39,206,330 

$ 12,396,019+ $ 13,396,019 

s 1,000,000 

$ 1,000,000 

54,608,456 s 55,608,456 

48,096,308 $ 8,969,600+ $ 58,065,908 

s 1,000,000 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 5,240,668# $ 58,515,871 $ 64,756,539 

$ 1,000,000 

s 1,000,000 

s 1,560,220* s 2,560,220 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 1,000,000 

s 1,000,000 

$ 18,090,369* $ 19,090,369 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 22,942,671# $ 23,938,956 

$ 9,667,694+ s 10,667,567 

38,058,074 s 39,058,074 

$ 800,000 

241,550,522 s 379,984,110 s 58,515,871 s 733,757,788 

-This document is a collection of data from various sources and is not meant for further distribution nor is it 
intended to label a state's position on healthcare exchanges. Edits may be sent to LRussell@rgppc.org-



AGENDA 
6.28.2012 

 
 

Access Code  
 
 
1. Roll call and Introduction 
            RGPPC-Marie Sanderson 
 
2. Governor Romney Remarks 
            Matt Hoffman 
            Dimple Gupta 
 
3. From the Hill 

House Energy and Commerce: Monica Popp/Howard Cohen/Paul Edatel 
Senate Finance:  Stephanie Carlton  
 

4.   Think tank analysis  
American Action Forum, Michael Ramlet 

            Heritage, Nina Owcharenko 
                 
5.       Other Legal Interpretations 

Gibson, Dunn and Crutcher, John Bash 
             AAF, Steven Engel 
 
6.  State Remarks- Q and A  
             
 



AGENDA 
6.28.2012 

 
 

Access Code  
 
 
1. Roll call and Introduction 
            RGPPC-Marie Sanderson 
 
2. Governor Romney Remarks 
            Matt Hoffman 
            Dimple Gupta 
 
3. From the Hill 

House Energy and Commerce: Monica Popp/Howard Cohen/Paul Edatel 
Senate Finance:  Stephanie Carlton  
 

4.   Think tank analysis  
American Action Forum, Michael Ramlet 

            Heritage, Nina Owcharenko 
                 
5.       Other Legal Interpretations 

Gibson, Dunn and Crutcher, John Bash 
             AAF, Steven Engel 
 
6.  State Remarks- Q and A  
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Conference line: 
 

Access code: 
 

 
Chief of Staff Phone call 
Friday, Feb. 2, 3:00 PM EDT 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Roll Call (Marie Sanderson- RGPPC) 
 

2. Welcome from the RGA Chairman (Martin Kent- VA) 
 

a. NGA meeting coordination and White House meeting (suggested  themes: Jobs 
and the Economy, healthcare, Energy, and unfunded mandates/federalism. 
Talking points will be forwarded to your state). See schedule attached (“2012 
NGA WM Program Draft for Staff”) 

 
b. Healthcare lawsuit Amicus Brief- Deadline Feb. 6  

 
3. Welcome from RGPPC Chairman (Earl Goode- IN) 

 
a. Governor Daniels Best Practices E Harmony Effort; see attached survey to 

complete included in Gov. Daniels’ 11/15/2011 memo to governors (“2011 11 15 
Daniels Memos to Govs”).  We are seeking responses from 13 more states. The 
first matching making session on Performance Management, taught by IN, is Feb 
17th at RGA in DC 
 

4. Overview of efforts and attachments (Marie- RGPPC) 
 

a. State of State Summary- a draft summary is prepared, attached (“2012-02-01 
State of States Summary2”).  This memo will continued to  be enhanced and 
updated as budgets are released and reviewed.  
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b. State healthcare exchange update- see two documents attached summarizing 
award grants is attached (“2012 0101 Healthcare Exchange Award Summary and 
2012-02-03 Exchangestatus_MW”). Neither are intended to label a state’s 
position on healthcare exchanges.   

 
c. Energy Brief- brief attached (“2012 COS EE Brief”). This brief is a summary of 

reports RGPPC is providing to energy staff.   
 

d. Surveys— see surveys attached and links below to online versions (“2012 PPACA 
Survey, 2012 Energy and Env Regs Survey, 2012 Policy Contacts Survey”)  

1. PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House 
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report indicating 
that some R states, which are moving forward with some form of a 
healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is meant for data 
collection.    https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA 

2. Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on the 
most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and ESA. 
Survey is meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey 

3.  Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information. We 
are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets in 
each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency head. 
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F 
 

e. RGPPC Subcommittee Goals; summary document attached (“COS Committee 
Update 2”) 

 
f. RGPPC Events (TBD- beginning in May- Nov) 

 
5. Other Business 

 
a. Natural gas MOU (Denise Northrop- OK ) see press materials and MOU attached 

(“NGV 01112 Bloomberg Bus Week, NGV 100311 GM Bi-Fuel Pickup, and NGV-
MOU Amended 1-27-11”) 
 

6. Logistics, Meeting quarterly?   
 

 



State Mandates and Burdens Resulting from Federal Health Reform  
 

Section Summary 
Section 1401 (PPACA) Imposes a 40% excise tax on Cadillac health insurance plans. 

Valued in excess of $10,200 for individuals and $27,500 for 
families.  

Section 1411 (PPACA) Increases the Medicare Hospital Insurance portion of the payroll 
tax.  

Section 1411 (PPACA) Imposes a new payroll tax on investments  
Section 1513 (PPACA) Amends Internal Revenue Code of 1986 by adding “Section 

4980H” The section imposes tax penalties on certain firms that fail 
to offer adequate health care coverage to their employees.  

 The government will enforce the employer mandate by requiring 
businesses to submit additional information to the IRS. When tax 
returns are filed, it will be required to include the names of each 
full-time employee and pertinent information about health 
insurance plans offered.  

Section 1321 (PPACA) Abolishes the States’ traditional authority to regulate health 
insurance. Scope of the statutory provisions invite constitutional 
scrutiny because they commandeer state officials as agents of 
federal health policy and regulation. Under Constitution, Congress  
can hold no such authority over states. [Example Jay Printz v. 
United States, 521 U.S. 898 (1997)] 

 PPACA affords broad discretionary authority to unelected, federal 
officials. These officials are set to micromanage health insurance 
coverage, more so than any state legislature has ever granted to 
state insurance regulators 

Section 2001(a) of 
PPACA  

Requires states to increase Medicaid eligibility to cover all 
American’s below 138% of the FPL beginning January 1, 2014.  
[estimated upper bound for Virginia =  425,000 new enrollees. $2.2 
Billion in costs between (2.2 billion SFY 2010-2022).  

Section 2001 (b) of 
PPACA 

PPACA requires the states to immediately enforce Maintenance of 
Effort requirements.  

Section 1202 
(Reconciliation Act) 

Raise primary care payments to the same level that PCP’s were paid 
at the Medicare payment rate level for 2013 and 2014 (feds to pay 
through 2015)  

Section 1321 (PPACA) Secretary of HHS given broad authority to issue rules and set 
standards governing the creation and operation of an exchange.  

Section 1302 (PPACA) Grants HHS the ability to set and periodically revise an “essential 
health benefits package” of minimum insurance coverage 
requirements. NOTE: HHS provided the first round of “guidance” 
in a ‘bulletin’ issued to states in December 2011. This periodic 
“revision” could cause significant flux in a traditionally heavy 
mandated benefit state like Virginia.  

General  
State Employee Approximately 25 staff members between the Department of 



Involvement  Medical Assistance Services, Department of Health, Department of 
Social Services, and Bureau of Insurance are frequently engaged in 
conversation and planning regarding various provisions of PPACA 
and the Reconciliation act.  
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TO: FEDERALISM COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP 

CC:  MARIE SANDERSON 

FROM: SETH LEVEY 

RE:  FEDERALISM COMMITTEE REPORT 

DATE:  JANUARY 16, 2012 

 
 
Chairman:   Governor Sam Brownback 
Vice Chairman:  Governor Mary Fallin 
 
Present:  Katie Altshuler (Oklahoma), Andrew Wiens (Kansas), Debbie Hohlt 

(Indiana), Marie Sanderson (RGPPC), Seth Levey (RGPPC), Andrew 
Silvestri (Oklahoma), Kristi Craig (Virginia) 

 
Projects/Goals: 
 

1. Federalism Reports  
Gov. Brownback hopes to see the Federalism Subcommittee make progress on issuing 
position statements and working on more cerebral products defining the role of 
government.  

2. Spearheading the Federalism message at RGPPC 
There is a void in the discussion on federalism at the NGA and that this provides a real 
opportunity for the RGPPC to discuss the role of government. 

 
Schedule: 
Meetings will be tentatively scheduled for every two weeks and as necessary when working in 
tandem with other subcommittees.  
 
RGPPC Recommendations:  
Federalism White Paper 
Work with Governors and academics to produce a widely circulated white paper and press 
component about our vision of Federalism and the proper balance of power in our Republic. 
 
By February 20, have parameters of the Federalism white paper to announce to Governors at 
the RGA/NGA Winter Meeting.  
 
 
Assisting Other Subcommittees 
Assist other subcommittees on areas such as federal regulation and unfunded mandates. The 
subcommittee can assist in producing research and analysis on unfunded mandates and their 
impact on state governments.   
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MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Katie Altshuler, Office of Governor Mary Fallin  
CC: Marie Sanderson, Seth Levey, Lindsay Russell 
From:  Dustin Huffman  
Re:  Unfunded Mandates 
Date:  April 18, 2012 

 
According to CBO, during the last five years, Congress has enacted 11 unfunded mandates that have 
exceeded the statutory threshold of the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1996 ($70 million in 2010). Seven 
of the 11 were enacted in 2010. In total, there have been 199 unfunded mandates during the last five years (86 
in 2010).1 
 
Healthcare (In bold are the 7 unfunded mandates from 2010 that exceeded the UMRA cost thresholds): 

• Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
o Imposes notice and reporting requirements on health insurance plans (including 

selfinsured plans), employers, and other public and private entities. 
o Requires health insurance plans (including self-insured plans) to comply with new 

standards for extending coverage to beneficiaries and their dependents. 
o Requires public and private employers to pay an excise tax on employer-sponsored 

health insurance coverage defined as having high costs. 
o Requires health insurance plans (including self-insured plans) to pay an annual fee 

based on the average number of people covered by the policy. 
o Requires public and private entities that handle health information to comply with new 

regulations. 
o Requires states to adopt uniform rating standards for all health plans in each insurance market 
o Requires states to enact laws if they wish to prohibit coverage of abortion services in 

qualified health plans offered through a health exchange in their state 
o Requires states to ensure that health plans comply with requirements for segregating funds 

that cover abortion services 
o Requires states to participate in data-matching arrangements and to develop electronic 

interfaces that allow for the exchange of data for determining eligibility for states’ health 
subsidy programs 

o Preempts state laws governing health insurance, risk pools, and payroll standards2 
• Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 

o Requires schools to provide meals that comply with new standards for menu planning 
and nutrition 

o Requires schools to comply with nutrition standards for all food sold in schools 
o Requires schools to comply with federal standards for pricing school meals that are provided 

to children who are not approved for federal benefits 
o Requires states to comply with new regulations for approving children for free meals and for 

overseeing schools that operate school meal programs3 
 
Education: 

• No Child Left Behind waivers 

                                                           
1 http://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/cbofiles/ftpdocs/121xx/doc12117/03-31-umra.pdf 
2 http://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/cbofiles/ftpdocs/121xx/doc12117/03-31-umra.pdf 
3 http://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/cbofiles/ftpdocs/121xx/doc12117/03-31-umra.pdf 
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o The conditional waivers from the NCLB law’s accountability provisions, granted by the 
Department of Education, will not provide more flexibility to states and local school districts 
as touted by President Obama.  This administration has only just exchanged the current 
NCLB accountability provisions for new federal education requirements demanding that 
states implement federally approved college and career ready standards by agreeing to the 
Common Core Curriculum standards or some other curriculum approved by the Department 
of Education.4 

 
Energy and Environment: 

• Utility MACT 
• Cross-State Air Pollution Rule 
• Obama’s EPA issues an “Endangerment Finding for Greenhouse Gases” (GHG); finding allows EPA 

to regulate carbon emissions for the first time under the Clean Air Act.5 
• EPA issues GHG emissions rule for heavy-duty trucks, imposing $8.1 billion in program costs and 

more than 58,000 burden hours.6   
• EPA’s December 2010 “SIP Call” rule finds 13 State Implementation Plans (SIPs) inadequate for not 

regulating GHGs from stationary sources, and directs those states to do so or face federalization of 
their permitting programs. On December 30, EPA issued an emergency follow-up rule that revokes its 
decadesold approval of Texas’ SIP and imposes a federal permitting program in that state.7 (EPA 
separately imposed federal permitting programs in seven other states that had not updated their SIPs 
to address stationary source GHG emissions: Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Idaho, Kansas, Oregon, and 
Wyoming).7 

 
Transportation: 

• Commercial Driver's License Testing 
o FMCSA amends the commercial driver's license (CDL) knowledge and skills testing 

standards and establishes new minimum Federal standards for States to issue the commercial 
learner's permit (CLP). The rule requires that a CLP holder meet virtually the same 
requirements as those for a CDL holder, meaning that a driver holding a CLP will be subject 
to the same driver disqualification penalties that apply to a CDL holder.8 

• Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) requirement 
o All states must ensure that existing traffic signs meet minimum retroreflectivity 

standards.  Signs not meeting federal standards are required to be replaced at the state’s 
expense by the specified compliance dates - "stop" and "yield" signs would have to be 
replaced by 2015, and all others by 2018.9   

• Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act of 2010 
o Preempts state laws relating to safety standards for motor vehicles, specifically requirements 

that hybrid and electric vehicles generate sounds that alert pedestrians when such a vehicle is 
operating nearby10 

                                                           
4 http://americanactionforum.org/topic/president-obama%E2%80%99s-new-federal-education-mandates 
5 http://americanactionforum.org/issue/regulation 
6 http://americanactionforum.org/issue/regulation 
7 http://www.velaw.com/resources/pub detail.aspx?id=19291#implementation 
8 https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/05/09/2011-10510/commercial-drivers-license-testing-and-
commercial-learners-permit-standards#p-3 
9 http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/senate/167341-senate-gop-looks-to-ease-federal-mandate-on-reflective-
roadsigns 
10 http://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/cbofiles/ftpdocs/121xx/doc12117/03-31-umra.pdf 
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Governors’ Statements on U.S. Supreme Court Decision on PPACA 
 
Virginia: Statement of Governor Bob McDonnell on U.S. Supreme Court Decision on the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act (Gov. McDonnell) 
 

New Jersey: Statement from Governor Chris Christie Regarding Supreme Court Decision on Affordable Care Act 
(Gov. Christie) 

 
Alabama: Gov Bentley Responds to Obamacare Ruling (Gov. Bentley) 

 
Alaska: Governor Parnell’s Statement on Supreme Court Ruling (Gov. Parnell) 

 
Arizona: Statement by Governor Jan Brewer (Gov. Brewer) 

 
Florida: Statement from Governor Scott Regarding Obamacare Supreme Court Decision (Gov. Scott) 

 
Georgia: Governor Deal, Olens disappointed by ruling on Obamacare (Gov. Deal) 

 
Idaho: Governor Otter Reacts to Supreme Court Ruling on Obamacare (Gov. Otter) 

 
Indiana: Governor Daniels’ statement about U.S. Supreme Court ruling regarding the Affordable Care Act (Gov. 

Daniels) 
 

Iowa: Gov. Branstad and Reynolds release statements on Supreme Court ruling (Gov. Branstad) 
 

Kansas: Gov. Brownback: Stopping ObamaCare in Hands of American People (Gov. Brownback) 
 

Louisiana: Gov. Jindal on Supreme Court Ruling on Obamacare (Gov. Jindal) 
 

Maine: Governor Paul LePage Releases Statement Regarding US Supreme Court’s Ruling on the PPACA (Gov. 
LePage) 

 
Michigan: Governor Snyder issues statement on ruling of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Gov. 

Snyder) 
 

Mississippi: Governor Phil Bryant Comments on Obamacare Ruling (Gov. Bryant) 
 

Nebraska - Gov. Heineman's Statement on Health Care Ruling (Gov. Heineman) 
 

Nevada: Gov. Sandoval Statement on U.S. Supreme Court Ruling on Affordable Care Act (Gov. Sandoval) 
 

North Dakota: Statement of Gov. Dalrymple on Supreme Court's Health Care Ruling (Gov. Dalrymple)  
 

Ohio: Gov. Kasich & Taylor Statement on U.S. Supreme Court Health Care Ruling (Gov. Kasich) 

 
Oklahoma: Gov. Mary Fallin Statement on Supreme Court Ruling on Health Care (Gov. Fallin) 

 
Pennsylvania: Governor Corbett Comments on U.S. Supreme Court Healthcare Decision (Gov. Corbett) 

 
South Carolina: Statement from Governor Nikki Haley on Supreme Court Ruling (Gov. Haley) 

 
South Dakota: Gov. Daugaard Disappointed With U.S. Supreme Court Decision, Will Weigh Options (Gov. 

Daugaard) 
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Texas: Statement by Gov. Perry on Supreme Court Ruling Regarding Obamacare (Gov. Perry)  

 
Tennessee - Haslam’s Statement on Supreme Court’s Obamacare Ruling (Gov. Haslam) 

 
Utah: Governor Herbert Issues Statement on Supreme Court Ruling on PPACA Calls for consumer-driven reforms 

(Gov. Herbert) 
 
Wisconsin: Governor Walker’s Reaction to the U.S. Supreme Court Ruling on ObamaCare (Gov. Walker) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
PPACA Costs to the States: 
  

Alabama 
  
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and in the near 
future. 
  
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2 Billion at the 
beginning of the 2020 fiscal year. 
 Medicaid Expansion Details 

· By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This is due to mandated 
eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less than 133% of the federal poverty level. 

 
· Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and 400% and children 

with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would increase Medicaid eligibility from the 
current 21% of the state’s population to about 40% of the population.  

 
· Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new population. 
 
· This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal government, but that 

support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.  
 
· HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll and manage the new 

recipients. 
 
· Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds. Eligibility system 

changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate between those eligible under new vs. 
previous rules (each with different matching rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth 
between subsidy plans and Medicaid. 

  
Alaska 

  
Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and continues to see 
Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget of the Department of Health and 
Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the Department of Education and is projected to 
continue to grow ahead of inflation.  
  
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds to cope with 
program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss of enhanced federal Medicaid 
funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in Medicaid caseloads and utilization and 
forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state general fund expenditures.  
  
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over the long term. 
However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that cumulative state general fund 
spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While direct care spending in the early years is offset 



by increased federal match rates, spending in later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's 
future and the ever increasing impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues 
to decline. 
  
Arizona, Gov Brewer 
  
The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions, are expected 
to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully implemented in the latter half of this 
decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per 
year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to 100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the 
PPACA, it receives a lower matching rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will 
initially receive full federal financing).  
  
Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid spending soared by 
63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state general fund in the recently-
completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of 
aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this 
effort was the paring back of Arizona’s Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the 
mandated increases in population due to the PPACA. 
  
Florida, Gov Scott 
  
According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion will force 
Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians to enroll in Medicaid in 
four years. 
  

Georgia 
  

The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an estimated 
650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs.  This federally mandated 
expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the 
cost could soar substantially higher because there are more federal regulations to come and initial spending 
could spike because of the pent-up demand of new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is 
continually reassessing the impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate. 
  

Idaho 
  

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid caseload when new 
expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase in participation compared to Idaho’s 
current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of 
Idaho is conservatively estimated to be $228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 
2014 changes, Medicaid system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be 
$3.48 million.  
  
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement because of the 
uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State legislative decisions which 
could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and designed.  The State anticipates the cost 
to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the 
cost of operational and personnel needs related to the expansion.   
  



In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to design a phased 
approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is working on modernization, 
expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections.   
  

Indiana 
  
The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid expenditures for the 
period 2014 to 2020. 
  
A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M, annually. This is in 
addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there will 
still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange is expected 
to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually. 

  
Iowa 

  
As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures. Total Medicaid 
spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of Iowa General Fund 
expenditures. 
  
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time money that 
was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex funding source for health 
care that we manage very carefully.  
  
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will increase Medicaid 
enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of implementation, our Medicaid 
population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered lives in a state where our population is just 
over 3 million people. The total cost of this expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with 
mid-point estimate of $255 million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost 
over time. The uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.  
  
Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will have less 
flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is vital for so many of our 
vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements continue to tie the hands of state 
policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care providers and diverting benefits from those who need 
them most.   
  

Kansas 
  

Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will continue to see 
increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from $2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset 
of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 
without reforms. In the same period, enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all 
before the mandated PPACA expansion.  
  
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the federal 
response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP program by $40 a 
month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to raise premiums that would have 
amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium.  
  
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track Section 1115 
demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to implement KanCare, an integrated, 



person-centered care coordination model that will incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and 
services, including long term services and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more 
specifically an outcomes-based Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally 
redefining the federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the program's 
statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need. 
  

Louisiana 
  

Pending 
  

Maine 
  

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009 to 336,000 in 
June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over one billion dollars since 
2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers have also been repeatedly cut to 
address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of increasing enrollment and utilization. As a 
result of these reductions, some Maine physicians have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly 
reducing access to primary care services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be 
exacerbated by ACA. As Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial 
budget and the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature 
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make necessary 
changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.  
  

Mississippi 
  

The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next ten years, 
including an additional $443 million in year ten. 
  

Nebraska 
  
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska estimates that it 
will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due 
to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange project and the instability of the federal government’s 
promulgation of final rules and regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget 
would be $17.5 million per year starting in 2016.  
  

Nevada 
  

In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General Fund impact of 
implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through 2019. 
  

New Mexico 
  

With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 – 175,000 
individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600 million between 2014 and 
2019. 
  

North Dakota 
  
With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional Medicaid spending is 
$106 million over 10 years.  
  



Ohio 
  
The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services. These 
estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-term sustainability of 
the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on how to manage the program. 
  
  

Pennsylvania, Gov Corbett 
Pending 
  

South Carolina 
  

Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the Affordable Care 
Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid. The additional costs to state 
taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020 ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion 
dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate and increases in physician fees resulting from physician 
shortages created by the new law. 
  

South Dakota 
  

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply with the 
Medicaid requirements of the PPACA. 
  
This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the MOE 
requirements will result in rate cuts to providers. 
  
Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop providing 
services altogether. 
  
This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on Medicaid for 
their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or quit. These unintended 
consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are counter-productive of its larger goal to help Americans 
get access to the health care they need. 
  

Tennessee 
  

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming fiscal year, as 
state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels. Unfortunately, the MOE requirements 
limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to the program as we deal with such issues. For 
instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements 
that would bring Tennessee in line with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in 
order to serve more people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings 
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of need. However, we 
have yet to receive approval to make such a change.  
  
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost the state in 
excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make common sense 
adjustments to the program. 
  

Texas 
  



Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of the state budget 
in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the program. 
  
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27 billion over 
10 years. 
States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care rate increases 
which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid Benchmark Benefits, 
eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions. 
Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming Medicaid 
caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the federal government to 
determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make 
federally-required 
changes. 
ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid and CHIP 
programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives. 
  

Utah 
  
The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional burdens imposed by 
the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours, equating to approximately $182,000 is 
personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent on rate review which has been supported by a grant from 
HHS, reimbursing the department $112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have 
been incurred by the Commissioner or our actuary 
  

Virginia 
  

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the State to be 
between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been updated since August 2010, but 
because of the length of the recession and the current pace of economic growth, along with other developments 
in our understanding of the full impact of PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For 
example, in a study completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the 
PPACA-mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will cost 
Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through 2023; this was not 
included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 - $500 million would be in 
addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the process of re-estimating impacts in 
preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of 2012.  At that time, the estimates should better 
reflect the current economic environment in Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact 
based on subsequent analysis and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.” 
  
Wisconsin, Gov Walker 
Pending 
  

Wyoming 
  

The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state general funds. 
The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in state general fund dollars. 
This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of 
Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 
enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in 2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the 
fiscal impact of this huge bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost 
Study in 2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing a new 



eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general funds after the 90/10 
federal match.  
  
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our private health 
insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets conducted by Gorman 
Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an average of 30% to 40% in the 
individual market due solely to new insurance regulations effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact 
of higher morbidity of new entrants into the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% 
to 60% increases in premiums in the individual market.  
  
Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than other states, it’s 
not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing insured coverage and either move 
their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, 
a number of small employers indicated that it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not 
providing coverage than it will be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of 
over 8,000 covered lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.  
  
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will remain 
uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured in our state.  
 



 
 
 

Alabama 
 
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and in the 
near future. 
 
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2 Billion at 
the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year. 
 
Medicaid Expansion Details 

• By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This is 
due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less than 
133% of the federal poverty level. 

 
• Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and 

400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would 
increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to about 
40% of the population.  

 
• Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new 

population. 
 

• This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal 
government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.  

 
• HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll 

and manage the new recipients. 
 
Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate between those eligible 
under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching rates) and to allow information to flow back 
and forth between subsidy plans and Medicaid. 
 

 
Alaska 

 
Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and 
continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget of the 
Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the Department of 
Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation.  

 
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds to cope 
with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss of enhanced 
federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in Medicaid caseloads 
and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state general fund expenditures.  

 



The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over the 
long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that cumulative 
state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While direct care spending in 
the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in later years paints an even more 
concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing impact of Medicaid expansion on the State 
budget while oil throughput continues to decline. 

 
Arizona 
 
The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions, are 
expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully implemented in the 
latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual Medicaid obligations by 
almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to 100% of the Federal Poverty 
Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching rate for those populations than 
other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full federal financing).  
 
Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid spending 
soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state general fund in the 
recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected deficits spiked, which 
necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return the State to fiscal stability. An 
important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s Medicaid program in FY 2012, which 
will be undermined by the mandated increases in population due to the PPACA. 

 
Florida 

 
According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion will 
force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians to enroll in 
Medicaid in four years. 
 

 
Georgia 

 
Projections assume state implementation of Medicaid eligibility expansion.   
 
Enrollment Growth 

1. An additional 620,000 people will be enrolled in Medicaid in 2014 growing to almost 695,000 by 2023 
• These numbers include both children and adults currently eligible but not enrolled, newly 

eligible populations and enrollment due to employers dropping coverage 
2. The addition of 620,000 new people in 2014 represents a 34% increase in Medicaid rolls   
3. PPACA will increase the percent of Georgia’s on Medicaid from 17.6% today to 24.2% in 2014. 

 
Projected State Fiscal Impact related to Medicaid and PeachCare  

• 2014 (6 months cost – effective January 1, 2014) 
• State Funds Cost:    $76.3 million 
• Total Funds (State + Federal) Cost: $1.9 billion  

2015 
• State Funds Cost:   $219.8 million 
• Total Funds (State + Federal) Cost: $3.7 billion 

 
10 Year total (2014 – 2023) 

• State Funds Cost:  $4.5 billion 



• Total Funds (State + Federal) Cost: $40.8 billion 
 
Key Assumptions 
Generally assumes take-up rate of 35% among currently eligible but not enrolled and 66% take-up rate among 
newly eligible.   
Assumes that the ACA’s employer mandate will prevent firms >50 employees from dropping coverage.   
Assumes CHIP FMAP applies to children transferred to Medicaid.   

• Medicaid federal share of cost for New Categories of Coverage is 100% for CFY 2014-
2016, 95% in CFY 2017, 94% in CFY 2018, 93% in CFY 2019, and , 90% in the 
outyears. 

• Does not include DSH impact, start-up costs or potential savings in non-Medicaid 
budgets.   

• Assumes eligible populations grow at 1.3% per year and expenses grow at 2.8% per year.   
• Assumes CHIP is re-authorized in its current form after 2019 

 
Idaho 

 
Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid caseload 
when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase in participation 
compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost attributed to PPACA 
Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be $228 million in State funds 
by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid system readiness is estimated to cost 
$34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million.  

 
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement because of the 
uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State legislative decisions 
which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and designed.  The State 
anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will be approximately $9 million.  
That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs related to the expansion.   

 
In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to design a 
phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is working on 
modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the Supreme Court decision 
and 2012 elections.   

 
Indiana 

 
The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid expenditures for 
the period 2014 to 2020. 

 
A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M annually. This is in 
addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there will 
still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange is expected 
to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually. 

 
Iowa 

 
As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures. Total 
Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of Iowa General 
Fund expenditures. 

 



When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time money 
that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex funding source 
for health care that we manage very carefully.  

 
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will increase 
Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of implementation, our 
Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered lives in a state where our 
population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this expansion is estimated to be between $180 
to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255 million) in the first year, with the state picking up an 
increasing share of this cost over time. The uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is 
alone cause for concern.  

 
Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will have less 
flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is vital for so many 
of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements continue to tie the hands 
of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care providers and diverting benefits from 
those who need them most.   
 
Kansas 

 
Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will continue to 
see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from $2.4 billion in 2008, 
at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements, to what will reach nearly 
$3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period, enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to 
almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated PPACA expansion.  

 
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the 
federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP 
program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to raise 
premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium.  

 
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track Section 1115 
demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to implement KanCare, an 
integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP 
populations and services, including long term services and supports. The second track proposes a global 
waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block 
grant, fundamentally redefining the federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for 
reform that honors the program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest 
need. 
 
Louisiana 

 
Obamacare is expected to cost Louisiana a total of $7 billion in additional state general funds over the next 10 
years. 

 
Obamacare will increase Medicaid rolls by 645,843 over the next 10 years at a cost of $3.69 billion in state 
general funds. 

 
High costs of the IT systems needed to implement the expansions and the link to the Exchange (whether state-
run or federal) are estimated to cost $162 million in state general funds. 
Increase payments to primary care providers, increased utilization for physicians and hospitals are estimated to 
cost $2.6 billion in state general funds. 



 
Maine 

 
Pending 

 
Mississippi 

 
The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next ten 
years, including an additional $443 million in year ten. 

 
Nebraska 
 
Based upon an independent third-party actuarial analysis, the State of Nebraska faces an unfunded and 
unsustainable state funding obligation for the new and expanded Medicaid programs under the federal 
health care law ranging from $526.3 million to $765.9 million in just the first ten years  (fiscal years 
2011-2020).   
 
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska estimates 
that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health Insurance Exchange in 
Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange project and the instability of the 
federal government’s promulgation of final rules and regulations, the State projects that a state exchange 
annual operating budget would be $17.5 million per year starting in 2016.  
 
 
Nevada 

 
In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General Fund 
impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through 2019. 
 
New Mexico 

 
With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 – 175,000 
individual to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600 million between 2014 
and 2019. 

 
North Dakota 

 
With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional Medicaid 
spending is $106 million over 10 years.  
 
Ohio 

 
The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services. These 
estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-term 
sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on how to manage 
the program. 
 
Oklahoma 

 
The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an 
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman’s to the 
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020. 



 
Pennsylvania 

 
Pennsylvania's Medicaid spending has doubled over the past ten years and it now comprises 31% of the 
state’s budget. It has grown four times faster than K-12 spending, and nine times faster than 
transportation spending.  Even before the healthcare bill passed, Medicaid has been on an unsustainable 
path.  Under this law, these statistics will only get worse.  Pennsylvania will see an additional 800,000 
individuals on the Medicaid rolls adding a significant burden to the budget and taxpayers. As the 
Medicaid population continues to increase and state revenues continue to not keep pace, the mandates 
of the maintenance of effort requirement and the lack of any meaningful flexibility within the program 
will severely hamper virtually all other aspects of the state budget.  States simply cannot afford 
Obamacare.  Their budgets will be crushed by the Medicaid expansion that the federal establishment is 
forcing on them.  Americans deserve a vibrant, robust, competitive and transparent health care system 
that puts patients and quality first, focuses on personal responsibility, not a large government takeover 
that shifts the costs from the federal government to state tax payers.   
 
South Carolina 

 
Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the Affordable 
Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid. The additional costs 
to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020 ranges from $1.15 billion 
to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate and increases in physician fees 
resulting from physician shortages created by the new law. 

 
South Dakota 

 
South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply with the 
Medicaid requirements of the PPACA. 

 
This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the MOE 
requirements will result in rate cuts to providers. 

 
Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop 
providing services altogether. 

 
This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on 
Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or quit. 
These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are counter-productive of its 
larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need. 

 
Tennessee 

 
Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming fiscal 
year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels. Unfortunately, the MOE 
requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to the program as we deal with such 
issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone just by modifying nursing facility level of 
care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line with the criteria of other states and rebalance its 
long-term care system in order to serve more people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective 
home and community-based settings while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to 
persons with higher acuity of need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change.  

 



At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost the state 
in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make common sense 
adjustments to the program. 

 
Texas 

 
Pending 
 
Utah 

 
The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional burdens 
imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours, equating to 
approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent on rate review which 
has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department $112,757 in personnel costs.  In 
additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred by the Commissioner or our actuary 

 
Virginia 

 
The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the State to 
be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been updated since August 
2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of economic growth, along with 
other developments in our understanding of the full impact of PPACA, the higher end of the cost range 
seems more realistic.  For example, in a study completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, 
Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did 
not exclude Medicaid health plans, will cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately 
$430 - $500 million through 2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA 
cost, meaning this $430 - $500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. 
Virginia is in the process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in 
the fall of 2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in 
Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis and 
federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.” 
 
Wisconsin 

 
If implemented, the PPACA will force a heavy financial burden upon the people of Wisconsin through 
increased health insurance premiums, the expansion of Medicaid, and a new entitlement that will create 
new inequities among working families.  Moreover, much of the new spending will not be used to 
increase coverage in Wisconsin, which has already achieved the levels of insurance that is aspired to 
under PPACA.  Public dollars will simply displace private dollars at a higher cost.   

 
New estimates from the Obama Administration and the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO) 
demonstrate that Medicaid enrollment will be higher than previously estimated.  The Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services (DHS) believes that increased enrollment among currently eligible 
individuals and retention of higher income children due to Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirements 
will drive up the cost to the state.  However, the direct burden on the state budget remains uncertain.  
New eligibility rules will result in some individuals migrating into and out of Medicaid.  Rules on 
federal matching rates that are critical to our fiscal analysis have not been finalized.  

 
More than 750,000 childless adults, parents, caretakers, and children are already enrolled in Wisconsin 
Medicaid programs.  There will be no additional federal assistance for the vast majority of these 
individuals and future enrollees.  Some additional federal assistance will apply only to a relatively small 
number of individuals.  Whether the federal government will “buy out” the state share of some 



eligibility groups is unknown at this time.  It will matter little to taxpayers whether the costs will count 
as federal or state expenditures.  Increased federal control over the management of the Medicaid 
program is stifling innovation and threatens to unnecessarily drive up costs. 

 
Wyoming 

 
The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state general 
funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in state general 
fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of approximately 76,000 
enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The Lewin Group in 2010 estimates 
an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in 2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is 
difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge bolus of new enrollees will be. The State 
legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in 2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do 
know, however, that the cost of implementing a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will 
cost over $3.5 million in state general funds after the 90/10 federal match.  

 
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our private 
health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets conducted by 
Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an average of 30% to 
40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations effective in 2014. When you add 
the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into the market and essential benefit mandates, 
we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in premiums in the individual market.  

 
Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than other 
states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing insured coverage 
and either moves their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to avoid regulation. During 
recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that it would be cheaper for them to 
pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will be to continue to provide coverage. The 
Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered lives in the employer sponsored insurance 
market.  

 
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will 
remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured in our 
state.  
 
 
 



 
 

 

November 14, 2012 

 

 

 

The Honorable Barack Obama 

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Obama:  

 

Congratulations on your election victory.  The American people have made their decision 

and Republican governors stand ready to work with your Administration on issues of critical 

importance to our states and the nation.  Our American political system once again showed the 

world democracy in action, where policy differences are debated in the public arena and settled 

with one vote per person.  We wish you well and are hopeful that you and the Congress will 

promptly address the crushing problems of debt, unemployment, and spending reform by the end 

of the year to create certainty for the states and businesses.  

 

We write today on behalf of the 29 Republican governors and two governor-elects 

representing 60 percent of the states, with an urgent matter related to implementation of the 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  It is clear that putting in place the new 

programs you championed will be an enormous strain on state governments and budgets, as well 

as the federal government.  From the financial obligations and complex technicalities to ensuring 

the healthcare workforce and infrastructure will be in place to meet the new demand, the 

timeframe and many of the provisions in the PPACA are simply unworkable.  With the pending 

deadline of November 16 for governors to make a decision on state based health insurance 

exchanges, we ask you to push back the date until your team has answered the numerous 
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previous questions for governors and other groups, and promulgated the final regulations, so that 

all stakeholders have had the opportunity to comment, and those comments have been 

incorporated into a final rule.  The guidance Friday from Secretary Sebelius extends the date 

only for the election of a partnership exchange, and subsequently for the federal exchange.  

 

The PPACA, as written, requires many changes, but most immediate are the 

implementation deadlines for the health insurance exchange models.  While the January deadline 

to certify if a state is prepared to implement a state based exchange is statutory, most other 

deadlines are written within the discretion of the United States Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS). Other than the minor amendments made last Friday, to date, HHS has been 

unwilling to establish a more manageable timeline.  The rulemaking process has been unduly 

condensed, and in some cases, important rules have not been promulgated at all. Rather, the 

administrative guidance that has been shared holds limited legal authority for states or the federal 

government.   

 

States are struggling with many unanswered questions and are not able to make 

comprehensive far-reaching decisions prudently.  In the past months, we have sent letters with 

many specific questions to help us make an informed choice, and our letters have been generally 

ignored.  Many important questions remain unanswered as the deadlines loom. We include our 

previous letters as an attachment.   

 

Also, the clear truth is that the PPACA does not contain much-needed Medicaid or 

Medicare reform designed to control costs.  As you correctly told Senate Democrats, “[a]s we 

move forward on health reform, it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare 

or Medicaid to increase the rolls, to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform.  

And let us repeat this principle: If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very 

difficult for us to expand coverage.  These two things go hand in hand.  Another way of putting it 

is we can’t simply put more people into a broken system that doesn’t work.”  We governors, 

facing crushing Medicaid budget pressure from Medicaid before PPACA implementation, 

wholeheartedly agree with your statement. Expansion without reform is not responsible and 

would bust the state budgets. With the Supreme Court striking the punitive provisions of PPACA 

to penalize states that do not expand, we renew our pleas for an honest discussion on reform, 

flexibility, and waivers to allow governors to manage Medicaid costs better.   

  

As has been stated many times, before making any final policy decisions, governors must 

carefully consider the short and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and 

the consequences of significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs. 

In the near term, we need to better understand how the federal government will implement a 

federal exchange as it is clear most states will not be ready on their own.  We also have concerns 

about future cost shifting to states, and need certainty as we prepare our budgets, many of which 

are biennial budgets.  We also remain very apprehensive about the unsustainable deficits and 
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national debt, and the reality that imprudent implementation of PPACA will contribute 

dramatically to an increase in both.   

 

Lastly, we respectfully request that you meet as soon as possible with a group of concerned 

governors, Republicans and Democrats.  We wish to discuss our specific proposals for Medicaid 

reform that we sent you in August 2011, as you work with the Congress to address the fiscal cliff 

the country faces. We hope you can appreciate the real challenges all states face in implementing 

the PPACA under compressed schedules with insufficient information to make good decisions.   

 

Mr. President, again, congratulations on your team’s impressive victory.  We all look 

forward to working together.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Governor Bob McDonnell      Governor Bobby Jindal 

Commonwealth of Virginia      State of Louisiana  

 

 

 

 

Enclosure 

CC: Republican Governors  
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Healthcare Exchanges: 

 

1) Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised and re-

opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme Court 

ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to interface 

with Medicaid). What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations? 

 

2) When will final rules be issued on essential health benefits, actuarial value and rating 

areas? 

 

3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 

Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014. Can we expect extensions of the 

deadlines for other areas of implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme 

Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and 

enrollment functions? In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing a 

partnership exchange? Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal 

exchange? Can you confirm that states will be able to switch from a federal model to a 

partnership or state model until 2019 and that funding will be available to enable that 

transition? 

 

4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 

considered as an option without details including cost estimates and how state and federal 

systems are expected to link.  How will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated 

healthcare exchanges be sustained? 

 

5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a charge to 

use the federal data hub, advance premium tax credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk 

adjustment and transitional reinsurance programs. Will there be a charge? And, if so, how 

much will it be? 

 

6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? The 

procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal exchange 

have not been released. It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange is better for 

our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will be. Taking grant 

money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange 

makes more sense for a particular state. 

 

7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 

states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to have to 

start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work. 
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8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal government 

contribute now and in the future? For the federal exchange states, when will the 

regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be released? 

 

9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate money 

will seek to defund exchanges. Can you explain how the enactment provisions of the law 

allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without Congressional action 

to appropriate money? 

 

10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants if 

their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? Can a state refuse to increase taxes on 

either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at 

risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case? 

 

11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, and 

subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? Will the federal 

government claw back these grant dollars from the states? 

 

12) The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has pointed out a provision in the law that 

reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people will qualify 

for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does 

the Administration support that change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do 

not, why do you think people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are 

shrinking? 

 

13) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, states 

are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for all of the 

insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered),advance tax credits for 

individual and Small Business Health Options Program(SHOP) exchange enrollees. This 

leaves another major question on the table. What about all of the other social service 

programs?  

 

14) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of  

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certify multi-state plans that must be 

included in every exchange. When will the rules be released detailing the requirements 

and timeline for multi-state plans? How OPM structures these rules can be very 

disruptive to a state’s insurance market. 
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15) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 

financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high risk 

pool or an exchange? 

 

16) How do states with a federal exchange ensure that Web Based Entities (WBE) are an 

option in their state? 

 

17) Will HHS and the United States Department of the Treasury offset the advance payments 

of premium assistance tax credits to issuers for an applicant’s outstanding tax, alimony, 

and/or child support debts?   

 

18) Will state-based exchanges have the flexibility to retroactively adjust past due premium 

amounts for interim changes in income?   

 

19) How will  the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIO) handle 

Qualifed Health Plans (QHP) to Medicare transitions to prevent enrollee confusion and 

the potential for unpaid QHP premiums due to the enrollee not terminating the QHP 

timely?  

 

20) How will CCIIO minimize the adverse impact of its overly-broad employer notice 

requirement?  

 

Medicaid: 

 

1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 

topics? 

 

2) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 

poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced federal 

medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for newly covered populations? 

 

3) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100%FPL) 

years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP? 

 

4) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to the 

current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal match goes 

away, can we drop out of the expansion program? Will you waive the MOE under your 

1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to comply with MOE 

requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state 

chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective? 
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5) How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria for eligibility that will be 

included in MAGI? 

 

6) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but then 

chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 

enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population? 

 

7) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population that 

encourage personal responsibility cost sharing or accountability provisions, the use of 

high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s 

choice? 

 

8) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 

options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009? When can states give further input on the 

needed reforms? 

 

9) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not committed a 

crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be exempt from the 

individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical services given to these 

individuals? 

 

10) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 

accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion? 

 

11) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a methodology 

based in the reduction in the number of uninsured. One, when will HHS issue the 

regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that does not see a 

decrease in its uninsured population, will the remaining states absorb the full reduction? 

In addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional 

expansion? Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the 

uninsured/uncompensated care services?  

 

12) What assurance can states be provided the federal share will be 100 % for the first 3 years 

and 90% into perpetuity?   If the 90% federal match for the expanded population is ever 

reduced, will states be able to repeal the expansion without penalty or clawbacks.  

Likewise, if the existing match for the current Medicaid population is reduced, will states 

be able to repeal the expansion without penalty or clawbacks? 

 

13)  How much nationwide will Medicaid expansion contribute to annual federal deficits and 

the national debt? 
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14) Will the Administration approve waivers that will allow states to use limited financial 

incentives to encourage appropriate utilization of services and reduce costs to both the 

state and the federal government? 
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July 10, 2012 

 

 

The Honorable Barack Obama 

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Obama:  

 

On June 28 the United States Supreme Court ruled in National Federation of Independent 

Business vs. Sebelius that the Medicaid expansion provisions in the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act (PPACA) were unconstitutionally coercive of state sovereignty.   

 

Despite the ruling which upheld the individual mandate as a tax, we have written before 

and continue to maintain that the PPACA remains seriously flawed both conceptually and 

technically. It favors dependency over personal responsibility and will ultimately destroy the 

private insurance market. In its current form, the law will increase health care costs and likely 

lead to the disruption or discontinuation of millions of Americans’ insurance plans. The new 

federal subsidies anticipated that enable exchanges are unaffordable given the crushing federal 

budget deficits and record national debt, and states cannot afford significant Medicaid 

expansions.  For most governors, Medicaid growth even before PPACA, was exorbitant, and 

consuming an even larger share of state budgets. 

 

Three years ago, you correctly told Senate Democrats, “[a]s we move forward on health 

reform, it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare or Medicaid to increase 

the rolls, to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform.  And let me repeat this 

principle: If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very difficult for us to expand 
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coverage.  These two things go hand in hand.  Another way of putting it is we can’t simply put 

more people into a broken system that doesn’t work.” 

 

Unfortunately, that is precisely what has been done—PPACA, if implemented by the 

states, would put more people, 16-20 million individuals, into a broken Medicaid system.  Three 

years ago, you stated clearly that would be a mistake.  We fully agree.  Today, states have less 

flexibility over the administration of the program, even though some states pay a share of the 

cost equal to that of the federal government.  Governors of both parties, who are the primary 

managers of Medicaid delivery in our states, were not invited to engage in meaningful dialogue 

with your administration in 2010 when the PPACA was drafted-- and ultimately passed--- on a 

party-line vote.    

 

We are still waiting for the real tools and flexibility we need to reform Medicaid and 

lower costs as you promised.  Last year, Republican governors stressed the need to reform 

Medicaid, and we put forward 31 specific policy ideas to achieve that goal. We sent you and the 

Congressional leadership the detailed plan documents to craft such reforms. Since we received 

virtually no response from you, we are enclosing another copy for your team to review. We now 

renew our call for Medicaid reform.   

 

PPACA uses Medicaid as the vehicle for expansion because it would be cheaper for the 

federal government through cost-shifting to the states.  Despite promises of higher federal 

matches for the expansion populations, we also cannot ignore the policies proposed by your 

Administration that would cut the enhanced match rate for newly eligibles. 

 

While overall spending on health care has slowed, the cost of health care has not.  

Spending has slowed, but for the wrong reason—the lingering recession that has cost jobs and 

thus lost health coverage.  According to the most recent federal government projections, the 

number of individuals without health insurance will have increased from 42.7 million in 2008 to 

48.6 million in 2013. 

 

While we continue to believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the PPACA, 

states now confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions in the wake of the 

Supreme Court decision.   Before making any final policy decisions, governors must carefully 

consider the short and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and the 

consequences of significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs.  

 

The states’ burden of the expansion population as well as administrative costs remains 

significant.  Increased spending on Medicaid crowds out resources available to states to spend on 

other meaningful priorities like education, the environment, public safety and infrastructure. 

Moreover, even before increasing the Medicaid-eligible population as prescribed by 

PPACA, Medicaid has been on an unsustainable path, comprising a growing share of state 
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budgets every year.  It is difficult to see how expanding Medicaid without reform would do 

anything other than put more strain on state budgets and the taxpayers, especially when 

considering that many pernicious provisions that curtail state flexibility remain. 

 

While the Supreme Court decision focused on the states’ role in determining whether a 

Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, states also face other PPACA-related 

decisions, like whether to establish a state based health-insurance exchange or accept the default 

of a federal exchange.  As the exchange issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being 

tasked with shouldering all the responsibility without any authority.  

 

If states determine that a Medicaid expansion is not in the best interests of its citizens, it 

is likely that there will be a significant gap in coverage for low-income individuals who do not 

qualify for tax credits.  We believe it is incumbent upon the authors of PPACA and your 

Administration to detail precisely how you intend to address this situation.   

 

We also believe that it is unlikely that the federal government will have fully functional 

exchanges in place by the fall of 2013 in order for millions of Americans to be able to purchase 

coverage beginning January 2014.  We respectfully request the Administration provide the 

detailed work plan that demonstrates these deadlines will be met.  If they cannot be met, the 

responsible course would be for HHS to level with us and the American people.  We also do not 

understand how the federal government can begin to afford to implement PPACA, with deficits 

already over $1 trillion in every year of your presidency, and the debt growing $5 trillion in the 

past 3 years to an outrageous record of nearly $16 trillion. 

 

The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation – for 

decades to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose wisely. We have taken 

the liberty of compiling below just some of the critical questions that must have answers before 

states can determine best how to proceed in light of the Court’s decision. We undertake this task 

with a sense of great responsibility, and resolve to only move forward when we have full and 

complete knowledge of all the implications of our decision. 

 

Healthcare Exchanges:  

 

1) Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised 

and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme 

Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to 

interface with Medicaid)? What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations? 

 

2) When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential health 

benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued? 
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3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 

Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect extensions of the 

deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme Court 

ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and 

enrollment functions?  In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing 

a partnership exchange?  Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a 

federal exchange?   

 

4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 

considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How will the long 

term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be sustained? 

 

5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a 

charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax 

credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance 

programs. 

 

6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? 

The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal 

exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange 

is better for our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will 

be.  Taking grant money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a 

federal exchange makes more sense for a particular state. 

 

7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 

states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to 

have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work. 

 

8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal 

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states, when 

will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be 

released? 

 

9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate 

money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the enactment provisions 

of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without 

Congressional action to appropriate money.   

 

10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants 

if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to increase 
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taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an 

exchange at risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case? 

 

11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, 

and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better?  Will the federal 

government claw back these grant dollars from the states? 

 

12) What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange 

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide Medicaid 

eligibility determination. How will this work if some states participate and others do 

not? 

 

13) Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision in the 

law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people 

will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and 

smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that change, and if so, how would 

you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to buy 

insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking? 

 

14) CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for states to 

improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social service programs. Will 

that funding continue?     

 

15) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, 

states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for 

all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the 

Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), 

advance tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options Program 

(SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves another major question on the table.  What 

about all of the other social service programs? Will states still be able to create an 

eligibility system for all social service programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism? 

 

16) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of 

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must be 

included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing the 

requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures these rules can 

be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market. 

 

17) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 

financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high 

risk pool or an exchange? 
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Medicaid 

 

1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 

topics? 

 

2) Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if a state will be 

participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the exchange 

declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to be implemented 

simultaneously in January 2014. 

 

3) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 

poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced 

federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly covered” 

populations?  

 

4) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100% 

FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP? 

 

5) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to 

the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal 

match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you waive the 

MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to 

comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion 

funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective? 

 

6) Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care codes, 

are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it? Congressional 

Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for PPACA.   

 

7) Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to MAGI 

for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they expand to the 

optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical eligibility criteria to the 

MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria? 

 

8) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but 

then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 

enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population? 

 

9) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population 

that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability provisions, the 
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use of high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at 

the state’s choice?  

 

10) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 

options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give further input 

on the needed reforms? 

 

11) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not 

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be 

exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical 

services given to these individuals?  

 

12) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 

accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?  

 

13) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a 

methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will 

HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that 

does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state absorb the 

full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as 

part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs 

for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care services? 

 

There will inevitably be more questions that will arise as additional guidance flows from 

your Administration.  With just 18 months until the anticipated implementation date of 

PPACA, we would appreciate prompt answers. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter facing states and the country. We 

look forward to learning from your responses.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Governor Bob McDonnell, RGA Chairman 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
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September 27, 2012 
 

The Honorable Barack Obama  

President of the United States  

The White House  

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  

Washington, DC 20500  

 

Dear President Obama:  

 

On July 10, 2012, I submitted to you a letter that detailed 30 questions from Republican 

governors regarding the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). We continue to 

wait for answers to most of our questions, and while your administration responded to some of 

them, the answers were not substantial enough to take responsible action. Today, we write again, 

hoping that more information will be provided.  

 

As stated several times before, we continue to maintain that the PPACA remains seriously 

flawed both conceptually and technically. Our explanation isn’t new, we believe the law favors 

dependency over personal responsibility and will ultimately destroy the private insurance market. 

In its current form, the law will increase health care costs and likely lead to the disruption or 

discontinuation of millions of Americans’ insurance plans. The new federal subsidies anticipated 

that enable exchanges are unaffordable given the crushing federal budget deficits and record 

national debt, and states cannot afford significant Medicaid expansions. For most governors, 

Medicaid growth even before PPACA was exorbitant and consuming a growing share of state 

budgets. While we strive to balance our budgets at the state level, we do not understand how the 

federal government can begin to afford to implement PPACA, with deficits already over $1 

trillion in every year of your presidency, and the debt growing $5 trillion in the past 3 years to an 

outrageous record of nearly $16 trillion.  

 

For emphasis, we will again repeat that we wish you would have stood by your statement three 

years ago when you correctly told Senate Democrats, ―[a]s we move forward on health reform, 

it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare or Medicaid to increase the rolls, 
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to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform. And let me repeat this principle: 

If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very difficult for us to expand coverage. 

These two things go hand in hand. Another way of putting it is we can’t simply put more people 

into a broken system that doesn’t work. 

 

Unfortunately, that is precisely what has been done—PPACA, if implemented by the states, 

would put more people, 16-20 million individuals, into a broken Medicaid system. A system that 

lacks real tools and flexibility to afford states the opportunity to be creative and implement true 

Medicaid reforms. Twice now, we have sent you and Congressional leadership the detailed plan 

documents to craft such reforms. We continue to wait for a response and have enclosed yet 

another copy for your team to review.  

 

While believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the PPACA, states continue to 

confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions in the wake of the Supreme Court 

decision. Before making any final policy decisions, governors must carefully consider the short 

and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of 

significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs.  

 

In addition to determining whether Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, 

states face other PPACA-related decisions, like whether to establish a state-based health-

insurance exchange, enter into a partnership exchange or accept the default of a federal 

exchange. As the exchange issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being tasked with 

shouldering all the responsibility without any authority.  

 

We respectfully request the Administration provide the detailed work plan that demonstrates how 

the aggressive deadlines for the creation of a federally-facilitated health insurance exchange 

deadlines will be met. If they cannot be met, the responsible course would be for HHS to level 

with us and the American people.  

 

The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation – for decades 

to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose wisely. We have taken the liberty 

of listing below some of the critical questions that must have answers before states can determine 

best how to proceed. You will notice that of the 30 questions originally put forward in the July 

10 letter, the vast majority remain unanswered. 

 

Healthcare Exchanges:  

 

1)  Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised and 

re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme Court 

ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to interface 

with Medicaid). What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations?  
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2) When will preliminary and subsequent final rules be issued on essential health benefits, 

actuarial value and rating areas be issued?  

 

3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 

Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014. Can we expect extensions of the 

deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme Court ruling 

and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and enrollment 

functions? In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing a partnership 

exchange? Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal exchange?  

 

4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 

considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How will the long term 

funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be sustained?  

 

5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a charge to 

use the federal data hub, advance premium tax credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk 

adjustment and transitional reinsurance programs. Will there be a charge? And, if so, how 

much will it be?  

 

6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? The 

procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal exchange 

have not been released. It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange is better for 

our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will be. Taking grant 

money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange 

makes more sense for a particular state.  

 

7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 

states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to have to 

start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.  

 

8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal government 

contribute now and in the future? For the federal exchange states, when will the 

regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be released?  

 

9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate money 

will seek to defund exchanges. Can you explain how the enactment provisions of the law 

allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without Congressional action 

to appropriate money?  
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10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants if 

their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? Can a state refuse to increase taxes on 

either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at 

risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case?  

 

11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, and 

subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? Will the federal 

government claw back these grant dollars from the states?  

 

12) The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has pointed out a provision in the law that 

reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people will qualify 

for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does 

the Administration support that change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do 

not, why do you think people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are 

shrinking?  

 

13) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, states 

are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for all of the 

insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), advance tax credits for 

individual and Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees. This 

leaves another major question on the table. What about all of the other social service 

programs? Will states still be able to create an eligibility system for all social service 

programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism?  

 

14) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of Personnel 

Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must be included in 

every exchange. When will the rules be released detailing the requirements and timeline 

for multi-state plans? How OPM structures these rules can be very disruptive to a state’s 

insurance market.  

 

15) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 

financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high risk 

pool or an exchange?  

 

Medicaid  
1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 

topics?  
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2) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 

poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced federal 

medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for ―newly covered‖ populations?  

 

3) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100% FPL) 

years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?  

 

4) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to the 

current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal match goes 

away, can we drop out of the expansion program? Will you waive the MOE under your 

1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to comply with MOE 

requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state 

chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective?  

 

5) Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care codes, are 

you going to issue rules and guidance in time for implementation? Do you plan on 

extending it? If so, how are you going to pay for it? Congressional Republicans have 

expressed opposition to any funding for PPACA.  

 

6) How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria for eligibility that will be 

included in MAGI?  

 

7) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but then 

chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 

enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population?  

 

8) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population that 

encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability provisions, the use of 

high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s 

choice? 

 

9) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 

options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009? When can states give further input on the 

needed reforms?  

 

10) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not committed a 

crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be exempt from the 

individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical services given to these 

individuals?  
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11) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 

accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?  

 

12) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a methodology 

based in the reduction in the number of uninsured. One, when will HHS issue the 

regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that does not see a 

decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state absorb the full reduction? In 

addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional 

expansion? Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the 

uninsured/uncompensated care services?  

 

There will inevitably be more questions that will arise as additional guidance flows from your 

Administration. With just 15 months until the anticipated implementation date of PPACA, we 

would appreciate prompt answers.  

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter facing states and the country. We look 

forward to learning from your responses.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Governor Bob McDonnell, RGA Chairman  

Commonwealth of Virginia 
 



From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: 2700 Pages vs. Two Sentences
Date: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 8:51:49 PM

Obamacare was 2700 pages long.  In his State of the Union speech tonight, the President spent two
sentences – a mere 44 words – talking about health care.  And the first reference didn’t come until
39 minutes into his speech.
 
When it comes to this supposedly “historic” and “majestic” law, the silence from this Administration
is deafening.
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman
Cc: Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 3/12 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, March 11, 2012 9:12:04 PM
Attachments: 2011 11 15 Daniels Memos to Govs.pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 3/12, morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Marie - RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie- RGPPC
 

a)       RGPPC Leadership 2012.  Please complete Governor Daniels survey, attached, if you
have not yet done so. 

 
b)     Obamacare Anniversary Meeting today. 5:30 EST.  Needed: Updated state cost data,

approval of health care principles (to be sent soon), and a list of governors wanting
to message in support of block grants. Let us know if you are one of those
states. 

 
c)       Website: Please visit the rgppc.com website to make sure the staff contact info

from your state is up to date. You will have to log into the ‘staff’ page located at
the top right corner of the screen. If you do not remember their username or
password, you can contact dhuffman@rgppc.org to request a new password.
(Note: you can also just click on the “forgot password” link but it will
automatically assign you a random password.) We are updating our website and
will put versions of our reports on this for staff to review. 
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Principles finalized by steering committee. To
be circulated this week for approval

2.       Healthcare: Principles finalized by steering committee. To be circulated
this week for approval

3.       Education/Workforce: Steering committee to meet in April. Please let us
know if your state would like to be on the education steering committee
and who that contact should be in your state.



4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Letter supporting Infrastructure bill will
be crafted today.  Goal is to send this letter Tuesday/tomorrow.

5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in
coming weeks

6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform
                  

e)     Please Complete Surveys
 

1.       PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and
House Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s
Office on the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources
on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of
information. We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the
various issue sets in each office.  Survey requests contact
information for staff or agency head.
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
f)       Hearings: The hearing on March 22 re Infrastructure and the hearing on  March

29 re Obamacare have BOTH been cancelled due to governors inability to testify
with legislative sessions under way.   We will re-circulate invitations when
these are rescheduled. 
 

g)      Free  File program:  State Free  File programs are a public--private  partnership 
between  the state Department  of  Revenue and  electronic  tax  software 
companies  that  donate  their  online tax   preparation  and  e-filing  services  to 
eligible taxpayers  at no  cost  to  the  taxpayers  or  to  the State 
government.      It  is based  on  the  IRS  Free  File  program. Eligible taxpayers 
are able to  use  the  brand--name  tax   software products  offered  through 
Free  File  to  prepare  and  electronically file    their  federal  and   state 
income  tax  returns  online  for free. There is NO cross--marketing,  cross--
selling  and  pop--up advertising  are  prohibited  in  products  offered  through 
Free  File. Refund  anticipation  loans   are  banned.  Only  the  very  highest
standards  of  performance  and  safety  are  acceptable  when partnering  with 
the  government  on  behalf  of  taxpayers. This program offers the  best 
technology  and  highest  quality  service  to taxpayers. There are 22 Free  File 
States and growing. Recent states that have created a new Free File program are



Virginia and Indiana. Other states are Alabama,  Arkansas,  Arizona,  Georgia, 
Idaho, Iowa, Kentucky,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  New  York,
North  Carolina,   North  Dakota,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Rhode  Island, South 
Carolina,  Vermont,  and  West   Virginia.
 
There is currently legislation in Congress HR 2569 (Roskam) and S 1769
(Isakson) that make the IRS Free File program permanent. Virginia is currently
the only state where the program is in statute.  Mississippi currently has
legislation pending to make their FF program permanent. The Fed and State
Free File programs goes up against the Obama Administration's plans to have
the IRS become the tax preparer for every American. Obama's plan is called
"simple return" and it would create a bill presentment model where the IRS
would calculate and  prepare your taxes and you accept what they have
prepared for you. As you can imagine this is very unpopular but that doesn¹t
seem to stop this Administration and they are moving forward.
 
If you’d like more information, please let RGPPC know. 

 
3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
 
4. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)
 
5. NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
6.   Other business?
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Mobile 
www.RGPPC.com
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: 3/19 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, March 18, 2012 8:24:14 PM
Attachments: 2011 11 15 Daniels Memos to Govs.pdf

2012-14-2011 Cost to states Edits.docx
03-16-12 CBO Anal of Pres Budget.pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 3/19, morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Marie - RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie- RGPPC
 

a)       RGPPC Best Practices Efforts.  Please complete Governor Daniels survey, attached, if
you have not yet done so. 

 
b)       Obamacare Anniversary Press Strategy.  3.21 and 3.28 key dates. Needed: Updated

state cost data (see attached file with received edits), approval of health care
principles, and a list of governors wanting to message in support of block grants. Let
us know if you are one of those states. 

 
c)      Website: Please visit the rgppc.com website to make sure the staff contact info from

your state is up to date. You will have to log into the ‘staff’ page located at the top
right corner of the screen. If you do not remember their username or password, you
can contact dhuffman@rgppc.org to request a new password. (Note: you can also
just click on the “forgot password” link but it will automatically assign you a random
password.) We are updating our website and will put versions of our reports on this
for staff to review. 

 
We will have a new Members Corner site with good info and ideas from our
private sector partner. We’ll provide a list each week of reports in that file for
your to review.
 

This week:  NEI letter to   Republican Governors.  On the anniversary
of the nuclear accident in Japan, the President of RGA Governor’s



Cabinet member organization Nuclear Energy Institute would like to
update you on important safety upgrades at U.S. nuclear plants and
other key industry developments.  Please find the letter on RGPPC’s
staff only website from NEI’s Marv Fertel.

 
 
d)     Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Principles have been circulated.  Edits due this

Friday, 3/23
2.       Healthcare: Principles finalized by steering committee. To be circulated this

week for approval
3.       Education/Workforce: Steering committee to meet on April 9 or April 16.

Please let us know if your state would like to be on the education steering
committee, who that contact should be in your state, and which date is
better for your state.

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming
weeks

6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info
to be available soon for download at rgppc.com

                  
e)       OIG Exchange: PPACA Surveys.  States have received a survey from OIG titled

"States Readiness to Implement Streamlined Eligibility and Enrollment Requirements
for State Health Subsidy Programs, OEI-07-10-00530". How are states responding to
this survey? 
 

f)        Campaign Finance Appointments:  Governors receive appointments to boards and
commissions that regulate elections and campaign finance laws in states. 
RGPPC/RGA would like to host a conference call with states to discuss some
important issues related to these appointments. Such appointments are official
governors’ roles and thus are run out of governors offices, typically by your
appointments or legal staff.   Please identify the appropriate person on your staff and
a conference call will be set next week.  A separate email will go out notifying you
and requesting you to identify your state’s participant.
 

g)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report



indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 

e) Attachments: 
 

1.        CBO Analysis of President’s budget (attached)
 

2.        White House Materials for this week with state by state data:
State by State Data:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/featured-

content/aca_state-by-state_data_final.xlsx
State by State Fact Sheets:
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/resources/index.html
3. HHS Reuglations released on Friday: Administration releases
Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on preventive services
policy
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2012pres/03/20120316g.html

               
 

3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
 
4. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)
 
5. NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
6.   Other business?
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
 
 



Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Mobile 
www.RGPPC.com
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman
Cc: Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 3/26 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, March 25, 2012 11:04:44 PM
Attachments: 2011 11 15 Daniels Memos to Govs.pdf

Bingaman Amendment Letter State DOT Draft.docx
2012 - Bingaman T2 Lettr.pdf
2011 Indiana SPA.pdf
2011 SPA CMS and Indiana.pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 3/26, morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth and Lindsay - RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Seth and Lindsay - RGPPC
 
 

a)       Healthcare Data: Final Call for data regarding Obamacare’s impact on your state. 
Press release will be sent Tues/Wed. in advance of Supreme Court Medicaid
arguments.  (3/28) Thanks for your hard work last week.  Special thanks to UT and VA
for their work in releasing the healthcare report principles. 
 

b)       RGPPC Best Practices Efforts.  Please complete Governor Daniels survey, attached, if
you have not yet done so.
 

c)      Transportation Updates:  Debbie Hohlt.  DOT Commissioners Letter (sign-on); T2
Coalition Activities (call on Thursday). See letters attached. 

 
http://www.trans2group.com/index.html
 

 
d)       Website: Please visit the rgppc.com website to make sure the staff contact info from

your state is up to date. You will have to log into the ‘staff’ page located at the top
right corner of the screen. If you do not remember their username or password, you
can contact dhuffman@rgppc.org to request a new password. (Note: you can also
just click on the “forgot password” link but it will automatically assign you a random
password.) We are updating our website and will put versions of our reports on this



for staff to review. 
 

We will have a new Members Corner site with good info and ideas from our
private sector partner. We’ll provide a list each week of reports in that file for
your to review.
 

This week:  NEI letter to   Republican Governors.  On the anniversary
of the nuclear accident in Japan, the President of RGA Governor’s
Cabinet member organization Nuclear Energy Institute would like to
update you on important safety upgrades at U.S. nuclear plants and
other key industry developments.  Please find the letter on RGPPC’s
staff only website from NEI’s Marv Fertel.

 
 
e)       Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Principles have been circulated.  Edits due this

Friday, 3/30
2.       Healthcare: Report is being written.  Thanks for your swift approvals of our

principles last week. 
3.       Education/Workforce: Steering committee to meet on April 16. Please let us

know if your state would like to be on the education steering committee and
who that contact should be in your state.

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming
weeks

6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info
to be available soon for download at rgppc.com

                  
f)        OIG Exchange: PPACA Surveys.  States have received a survey from OIG titled

"States Readiness to Implement Streamlined Eligibility and Enrollment Requirements
for State Health Subsidy Programs, OEI-07-10-00530". How are states responding to
this survey? 
 

g)      Campaign Finance Appointments:  Governors receive appointments to boards and
commissions that regulate elections and campaign finance laws in states. 
RGPPC/RGA would like to host a conference call with states to discuss some
important issues related to these appointments. Such appointments are official
governors’ roles and thus are run out of governors offices, typically by your
appointments or legal staff.   Please identify the appropriate person on your staff and

th



a conference call will be held on March 30  at 11:30 AM EST. 
 

h)     Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 

e) Attachments:  With the media frenzy over the CMS denial of the Texas
family planning waiver, the following documents are attached for your review.   
The first attachment is the letter that goes through the legislative, regulatory,
and case law authority.  The second is a pretty good CRS analysis of a state’s
legal authority.  While CMS says they can’t allow excluding certain providers,
this memo makes it pretty clear that states can (or at the very least the statute
is ambiguous).

 
 
3. House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
 
4. Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)
 
5. NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
6.   Other business?
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson



Policy Director
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Mobile 
www.RGPPC.com
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman
Cc: Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 4/2 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, April 01, 2012 8:27:18 PM
Attachments: 2011 11 15 Daniels Memos to Govs.pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 4/2, morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Marie - RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)       RGPPC Best Practices Efforts.  Please complete Governor Daniels survey, attached, if
you have not yet done so.

 
b)       Website: Please visit the rgppc.com website to make sure the staff contact info from

your state is up to date. You will have to log into the ‘staff’ page located at the top
right corner of the screen. If you do not remember their username or password, you
can contact dhuffman@rgppc.org to request a new password. (Note: you can also
just click on the “forgot password” link but it will automatically assign you a random
password.) We are updating our website and will put versions of our reports on this
for staff to review.  We will have a new Members Corner site with good info and
ideas from our private sector partner. We’ll provide a list each week of reports in
that file for your to review.

 
c)       RGPPC Events:  Monica Block provided you information regarding our energy

event last week. Your energy staff may register here: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?
formkey=dDJFdlAxc2lYbFhtRmg2QUZrU0ZEM1E6MQ. As a reminder, the RGPPC
will pay for two energy sr. staffers from each office to attend this symposium. 
Please note that this symposium is being held at the front end of our Corporate
Policy Summit (May 16th – 17th) and our Executive Roundtable Meeting (May
17th – 18th) which are also being held in Charlotte, NC. 

 
Other RGPPC Events: 



 
Tuesday, May 15 – Wednesday, May 16, 2012
2012 RGPPC Energy Symposium
Ballantyne Hotel
Charlotte, NC
Who may attend?  We are inviting two energy sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to

attend this retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Principles have been circulated.  Edits were due
Friday, 3/30. We will re-circulate edited version this week.   

2.       Healthcare: Report is being written.  Thanks for your swift approvals of our
principles last week and the cost data your states provided. 

3.       Education/Workforce: Steering committee to meet on April 16. Please let us
know if your state would like to be on the education steering committee and
who that contact should be in your state.

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming
weeks

      



6. Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info
to be available soon for download at rgppc.com

 
e)       Campaign Finance Appointments:  Call was cancelled on Friday.  State specific calls

will be set up this week.  Marie will call you individually. 
 

f)        Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)

 
 
5.Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)



Mobile 
www.RGPPC.com
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman
Cc: Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 4/23 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, April 22, 2012 9:51:49 PM
Attachments: April 2012 DC Discussion Invite for DC Directors.pdf

Bloomberg Rendell Daniels Letter to House Leaderhip 4 16 12.pdf
2012 Daniels Leglislative Accomplishments.docx
2012-04-23-E&E Principles Revised.docx
IN News Release State"s View of Air Quality 4 18 12.docx

We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 4/23, morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 
 

a)     RGPPC Events:  A “DC Discussion Event” with Governor Bob McDonnell will
occur  on Tuesday 4/24. Please RSVP to Monica Block, invitation attached. In
addition,  your energy staff may register for our Charlotte event here: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?
formkey=dDJFdlAxc2lYbFhtRmg2QUZrU0ZEM1E6MQ. As a reminder, the RGPPC
will pay for two energy sr. staffers from each office to attend this symposium. 
Please note that this symposium is being held at the front end of our Corporate
Policy Summit (May 16th – 17th) and our Executive Roundtable Meeting (May
17th – 18th) which are also being held in Charlotte, NC. 

 
Other RGPPC Events: 
 
Tuesday, May 15 – Wednesday, May 16, 2012
2012 RGPPC Energy Symposium
Ballantyne Hotel
Charlotte, NC
Who may attend?  We are inviting two energy sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012



2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to

attend this retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

b)     Daniels Transportation letter to leadership (see attached) – Debbie Hohlt (IN)
 

c)      Indiana Air Quality Letter (attached)- Debbie Hohlt (IN)
 

d)     House Ways and Means request to NAIC- Debbie Hohlt (IN)  Ways and Means
would like a comprehensive list of all health plans each carrier sold for four years.
This was  distributed to the states after the close of business on Friday, April 13. 
Please check with your insurance directors/ commissioners. (letter provided at the end
of the agenda)
 

e)       Daniels Legislative Accomplishments, attached.  Thanks to ID and GA for forwarding
their accomplishments previously. These will be posted on our website.  
 

f)        Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Revised principles are attached.  Marie and Seth
will coordinate individuals calls with those states who need additional
conversation. Approval is due by May 2.  A separate email regarding our
energy effort will be sent to you and your energy advisors and a separate
conference will be set to discuss this in more detail. 

2.       Healthcare: Report is being written.  The first draft of the healthcare report
 will be released to all Republican states for review the first week in May.

3.       Education/Workforce: Steering committee met on April 16. A first draft of



education principles will be released to all states on Monday April 30th.
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the

committee.
5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming

weeks
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info

to be available this week for download at rgppc.com
 
 

g)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
 
5.Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
 
 



WAYS AND MEANS LETTER TO NAIC 
April 13, 2012
Dear (Title)(Last Name),
 Millions of Americans and employers are struggling to afford the rising costs of health
insurance.  In many states, carriers in the non-group and small group health insurance
markets are few.  To understand the trends and current state of the non-group and small
group health insurance offerings in your state please respond to each of the following
information requests:  
 

1)    Provide the names of the carriers offering coverage in the non-group health insurance

market in your state in each of the following years: 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012;

2)    Provide the number of plans offered by each carrier in the non-group market and the type

of each plan offered by the carrier (e.g., HMO, PPO, high-deductible health plan, etc.) in

your state in each of the following years: 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012;

3)    Provide the names of insurers offering coverage in the small group health insurance

market in your state in each of the following years: 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012.

4)    Provide the number of plans offered by each carrier in the small group health insurance

market and the type of each plan offered by the carrier in your state in each of the

following years: 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012.  

5)    Provide the number of covered lives enrolled in such plans for each answer derived from

questions 1 through 4.  

 
The requested information will provide the Committee with a better picture of these
insurance markets in your state.  Every state insurance commissioner will receive the same
request.  Please respond, in writing, no later than April 20, 2012.  I thank you in advance for
your assistance and if you have any questions or need clarification please contact Dan Elling
on my staff at (202) 225-3943.  
 
 

Sincerely,
 
 
 

DAVE CAMP                                                            WALLY HERGER
Chairman                                                         Chairman
                                                                        Subcommittee on

Health                               
 
 
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; White, Brandi (McConnell); Swann,

Lanier (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 4/30 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, April 29, 2012 7:56:59 PM
Attachments: George Mason - Economic Impact of Defense Spending Reductions.pdf

Reconciliation - Defense Impact.docx
NGA HASC SASC Air Force Letter 042712.pdf
2012 Govs Device Letter.pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 4/30, morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 
 

a)     RGPPC Events:  Your energy staff may register for our Charlotte event here: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?
formkey=dDJFdlAxc2lYbFhtRmg2QUZrU0ZEM1E6MQ. As a reminder, the RGPPC
will pay for two energy sr. staffers from each office to attend this symposium. 
Please note that this symposium is being held at the front end of our Corporate
Policy Summit (May 16th – 17th) and our Executive Roundtable Meeting (May
17th – 18th) which are also being held in Charlotte, NC. 

 
Other RGPPC Events: 
 
Tuesday, May 15 – Wednesday, May 16, 2012
2012 RGPPC Energy Symposium
Ballantyne Hotel
Charlotte, NC
Who may attend?  We are inviting two energy sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ



Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this
symposium

 
Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

 
b)     Signed Medical Device Letter (Debbie Hohlt)

 
c)      Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Revised principles are attached.  Marie and Seth

will coordinate individuals calls with those states who need additional
conversation. Approval is due by May 2.  A separate email regarding our
energy effort will be sent to you and your energy advisors and a separate
conference will be set to discuss this in more detail. 

2.       Healthcare: Report is being written.  The first draft of the healthcare report
 will be released to all Republican states for review the second week in May.

3.       Education/Workforce: Steering committee met on April 16. A first draft of
education principles will be released to all states on Monday May 7.

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming
weeks

6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info
to be available this week for download at rgppc.com

 
 

d)     Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report



indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
            HASC Chair McKeon letter to governors and discussion regarding the impact of
sequestration
 
5.Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie ; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell);

White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: 5/14 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, May 13, 2012 8:41:06 PM
Attachments: Proclamation - National Curves Day.PDF

Curves VA Proclamation.pdf
Hotel Booking Models Graphic 11-30-11.pdf
Online Hotel Booking Tax Backgrounder 4-9-12.pdf
2012-05-11-RGPPC E2 Report Working Draft 1.pdf
2012-05-14 Education and Workforce Memo with edits.docx

We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 5/14 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     RGPPC Events: 
Tuesday, May 15 – Wednesday, May 16, 2012
2012 RGPPC Energy Symposium
Ballantyne Hotel
Charlotte, NC
Who may attend?  We are inviting two energy sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 



Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

 
b)     Legislative Accomplishments- See Iowa 2012 accomplishments at the end of this

email
 

c)      IN Staff Change:  Welcome Jordan Wicker, Good luck Griffin Foster
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report attached and your review requested. Staff
will review in Charlotte.      

2.       Healthcare: Steering committee is finalizing the mark-up of draft one. Draft
two to be sent to all states this week.

3.       Education/Workforce:. A first draft of education principles created by the
steering committee is attached. Note is slightly updated from the draft
forward to Action Officers last Sunday night.  Marie and Lindsay will set up
conference calls with individuals states who are interested in weighing into
the first draft of the report. These principles will guide the report making
process. Edits are welcomed.  Special thanks to GA and TN for their work on
this draft.

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming
weeks

6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info
to be available this week for download at rgppc.com

 
 

e)       Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA



2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
                FYI:  VA Proclamation for Curves Gym, see attached
                MEMBERS Corner:  Update on online hotel tax issue, see background attached. If you’d
like more information, please let marie know.
 
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
IOWA Legislative Accomplishments
 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
Governor Terry E. Branstad « Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wednesday, May 09, 2012
CONTACT: Governor’s Office 515-725-3518
 

Governor Branstad’s statement on close of the
2012 legislative session

 
(DES MOINES) – Gov. Branstad today released the following statement following the close of the
2012 legislative session:
 



In January, the lieutenant governor and I brought forward a bold agenda focused on the dual
goals of job creation and transformational education reform.  I want to thank the General
Assembly for considering our priorities and for adopting a significant number of them to help
move our state forward. [See list below.]
 
Legislation passed by this General Assembly will provide our Iowa Economic Development
Authority with additional tools to help meet our administration’s ambitious goal to create
200,000 new jobs.  We have made significant progress on that goal during this first year and
a half and the High Quality Jobs Incentive Fund and Employee Stock Option Plan legislation
will help accelerate those efforts.
 
I am also pleased that this General Assembly took a first important step toward our goal of
transformational education reform.  While these initial steps may be considered by some as
small, our new early childhood literacy initiative, in particular, will have lasting effects on the
lives of thousands of Iowa children and significantly improve their chances of future
academic and career success.  We also enhance teacher accountability by requiring annual
reviews.
 
However, the 2012 session may be remembered as much for what failed to be accomplished
as for what actually was accomplished.  Despite the best efforts of my office and a bipartisan
majority in the Iowa House, the inability of Senate Democrats to adopt serious property tax
reform has put Iowa taxpayers in jeopardy of seeing significant property tax increases in the
coming year.
 
The Senate failed to support legislation based on the framework I believe was agreed to as a
roadmap to finding a compromise between my office, the House, and the Senate.  They failed
to pass a meaningful step forward in our goal to make Iowa’s tax system more competitive or
assist with our critically needed job creation goals.
 
As a result, Iowa taxpayers face yet another year with property taxes that are scheduled to
grow nearly $2 billion over the next eight years.  This is absolutely unacceptable and Iowa
voters will have an opportunity to resolve this impasse in November.
 
Lt. Governor Reynolds and I are proud to work with all members of the Iowa General
Assembly and proud to serve our citizens each and every day.   We will continue over the next
seven and a half months of 2012 to travel the state, promote our ambitious agenda, and
work aggressively toward the achievement of our four goals:
 

1.      200,000 new jobs for Iowans;
2.      25% increase in personal incomes;
3.      Reduce the cost of government by 15%; and
4.      Provide our children with the nation’s finest education.

 
# # #

 



Governor Branstad / Lt. Governor Reynolds:  Legislative Accomplishments
 
2012:
 
Economic Development and Jobs: two of the governor’s jobs priorities received legislative approval
this year and will provide our Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) with additional tools to
help meet the governor’s ambitious job creation goals:
 

·         High Quality Jobs Incentive Fund:  $15 million fund IEDA will use to package
job growth deals that will encourage new large employers to locate or expand in
Iowa.

·         Employee Stock Option Plans (ESOPs): this legislation requested by the
governor will encourage those Iowa businesses looking for new owners with
incentives to sell the business to their own employees.  This will keep great jobs
and careers in Iowa and give Iowa communities an additional tool to promote
local economic development.

Education Reform:  this year the Legislature took a small, but important, step toward answering the
call of the Branstad/Reynolds administration to provide transformational education reform. This
year’s effort includes enhanced annual teacher evaluations, competency tests for applicants to
teacher preparation programs, and a major new early childhood literacy initiative that includes

possible retention for those not reading at grade level by the end of 3rd grade.
 
Transparency: after languishing in the Legislature for years, Governor Branstad spearheaded the
passage of landmark transparency legislation to create a Public Information Board (with true
enforcement powers) that will significantly improve the transparency of state and local government
and ensure the enforcement of our open records / open meetings laws.
 
Mental Health Redesign:  no longer will the quality of Iowans access to mental health care services
be dependent on where they live.  This governor-led initiative will transform the delivery of mental
health services across Iowa and ensure all Iowans have access to a standard and consistent core of
essential services.
 
Modernize Services for the Aging:  the Legislature adopted the Branstad/Reynolds administration’s
plan for a new regional service delivery model for our Area Agencies on Aging.  This new model will
significantly modernize and simplify the provision of services for Iowa’s aging population.  
 
Higher Education Funding:  the governor requested, and the Legislature provided, additional
funding for our Regents institutions (at a level that should alleviate the need for tuition increases
beyond those already set), additional resources for our community colleges (much of which will be
used to support the critical role community colleges play in developing a skilled workforce), and an
additional $2 million for the state’s tuition grant program (to help make private college
opportunities affordable for more Iowa students).
 
Budget Predictability and Stability:  the general fund budget adopted by the Legislature is at the



level requested by the governor in his initial budget.  This adopted budget keeps ongoing spending
lower than ongoing revenue and spends only 97% of available revenue--well below the 99% limit as
set in state law.  In addition, this budget is estimated to result in full funding of our cash reserve
fund, economic emergency fund, the taxpayer trust fund, and with a healthy carryover balance to
meet all of the state’s cash flow needs.
 
2011:
 
Iowa Economic Development Authority:  totally redesigned the state economic development
service delivery model with the creation of the new Iowa Economic Development Authority, the
Iowa Innovation Council, and the Iowa Partnership for Economic Progress.  With unemployment
declining in Iowa in every month since this new model was deployed, Iowans are already seeing the
benefits of the Branstad/Reynolds administration’s job creation efforts.
 
Complete Overhaul of the State Budget:  the $900 million inherited budget gap wherein one-time
revenue was used to fund 89 different ongoing state programs was eliminated, a first step toward
biennial budgeting was adopted and 86% of FY 13 expenses were approved a year early to provide
enhanced predictability and stability for all those receiving and providing state services, the state
fully funded its commitment to local school districts and eliminated a $216 million shortfall that
had fallen onto the backs of property taxpayers, and the state’s reserve accounts are fully funded.
 
 
 
Tim Albrecht
Communications Director, Governor Terry E. Branstad
515-725-3518 – IGOV Communications Department
Tim.Albrecht@Iowa.Gov
@TerryBranstad
@TimAlbrechtIA
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie  Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell);

White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: 5/21 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, May 20, 2012 7:06:52 PM
Attachments: In April 2012 Beyond the Numbers.doc

2012.05.11.Engler.Gov of IN.pdf
BRT Russia-IN 2011.pdf
SDW April 2012 Status Report (2).pdf
Exchange letter to Govs from Sebilius.pdf
Transportation 2012 Bingaman One Pager.docx

We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 5/21 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     RGPPC Events: 
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.



 
b)     Energy Event Recap. 

 
c)      Legislative Accomplishments- See updated IN info, attached.   

 
d)       Russia PNTR Legislation Update: See Attachments --Debbie (IN) and Will Kinzel

 
e)      SDW Update-  Dona Deleon (NJ)

 
f)       HHS Comments last week on the Federal Healthcare Exchange.  See letter

attached.  Debbie (IN)
 

g)       Liberal Strategy Memo on ACA:  http://www.buzzfeed.com/buzzfeedpolitics/liberal-
groups-plan-strategy-for-health-care-defea

 
h)       Transportation, Bingaman Amendment. See attachment.  Debbie (IN)

 
i)       FYI: Final letter from Gov. Corbett to Chairman McKeon: Leslie Gromis (PA)

 
j)         Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being updated from last week’s

discussion. A call will be held this week and new version forwarded to all
states before Friday.  Thanks for your efforts last week.  Great meeting in
Charlotte.

2.       Healthcare: Steering committee is finalizing the mark-up of draft one. Draft
two to be sent to all states this week.

3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft of the report is being written. Special thanks to
states who have forwarded edits and again, thanks to GA and TN for their
hard work.

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming
weeks

6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info
to be available this week for download at rgppc.com

 
 

k)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report



indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
 
 Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie ; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell);

White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: 5/29 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, May 28, 2012 8:56:52 PM
Attachments: 2012 HASLAM - REFORMS, RESPONSIBLE BUDGET MARK LEGISLATIVE SESSION.pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Tues. 5/29 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     RGPPC Events:  Registration extended until Friday. 
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 
 

     



b) Legislative Accomplishments- See TN Info, attached.   
 

c)      Staff Contacts, Report process and confidentiality. 
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being updated from staff feedback.  A
new draft should be available next week.  

2.       Healthcare: All states received report on Friday.  Individual state calls can be
set up to go through the report.  A new draft will be forwarded to state
before the Scottsdale Healthcare Symposium to review in our staff only
sessions. 

3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft of the report is being written. Special thanks to
states who have forwarded edits and again, thanks to GA and TN for their
hard work.  A draft will be forwarded to states prior to the Scottsdale
Education Symposium. 

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform.

 
 

e)       Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 



                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
 
 Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; White, Brandi (McConnell); Swann,

Lanier (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 5/7 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, May 06, 2012 9:19:27 PM
Attachments: 2012-05-03-RGPPC EE Process Memo.docx

INDOT Federal Policy Preferences.pdf
2012-05-04 Education and Workforce Memo.docx

We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 5/7 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 
 

a)     RGPPC Events:  Your energy staff may register for our Charlotte event here: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?
formkey=dDJFdlAxc2lYbFhtRmg2QUZrU0ZEM1E6MQ. As a reminder, the RGPPC
will pay for two energy sr. staffers from each office to attend this symposium. 
Please note that this symposium is being held at the front end of our Corporate
Policy Summit (May 16th – 17th) and our Executive Roundtable Meeting (May
17th – 18th) which are also being held in Charlotte, NC. 

 
Other RGPPC Events: 
 
Tuesday, May 15 – Wednesday, May 16, 2012
2012 RGPPC Energy Symposium
Ballantyne Hotel
Charlotte, NC
Who may attend?  We are inviting two energy sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this



symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

 
b)       Transportation efforts (Debbie Hohlt) – see attachment fron INDOT and Bingaman

op-ed at end
 

c)      Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Revised principles and process memo attached. 
  Marie and Seth will coordinate individuals calls with those states who need
additional conversation.

2.       Healthcare: Report is being written.  The first draft of the healthcare report
 will be released to all Republican states for review at the end of this week.

3.       Education/Workforce:. A first draft of education principles created by the
steering committee is attached. Marie and Lindsay will set up conference calls
with individuals states who are interested in weighing into the first draft of
the report. These principles will guide the report making process. Edits are
welcomed. 

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming
weeks

6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info
to be available this week for download at rgppc.com

 
 

d)     Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House



Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
            Update:  HASC Chair McKeon letter to governors and discussion regarding the
impact of sequestration
 
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
 

Taxpayers paying for roads — twice
By Jeff Bingaman, Published: May 4

In a matter of weeks, Congress is likely to be scrambling to meet another

deadline: once again deciding how long to extend a law that funds the

maintenance of our nation’s highways. When Congress does take up that

bill, I hope that we decide to correct a flaw in the law that allows states to

fleece federal taxpayers.



Here’s the problem: In 1991 Congress set up formulas that calculate how

much highway money states receive, based on population, traffic levels

and the number of miles of highway within each state. These formulas

were intended to reflect each state’s need for federal funds. They have

remained unchanged, even though a few states have decided to lease

their publicly financed highways to private companies that take

responsibility for operating or maintaining those highways.

For example, in 2006 the state of Indiana leased 157 miles of its 55-year-

old publicly financed toll road to a Spanish-Australian joint-venture firm

called theIndiana Toll Road Concession Co. Under the deal, Indiana

received $3.8 billion in cash, upfront, and the concession company got the

right to collect tolls on the road for the next 75 years; some of the tolls go

toward maintenance, and others go straight to the company’s bottom line.

The state uses the upfront cash for anything it wants.

What this means is that the nation’s drivers paid for the road with 55 years’

worth of their tolls, and now they essentially have to buy it back.

Today Indiana has 157 fewer miles of highway the public is responsible for

operating. One might assume its share of federal highway maintenance

dollars would have been reduced to reflect the change. Not so. This year,

Indiana received nearly $900 million in highway maintenance funds — the

same amount it would have received had it never made the deal with the

Indiana Toll Road Concession Co.

And if the funding formulas remain unchanged, it’s possible that Indiana

could lease all 1,200 miles of its interstate highways to a private company

and still receive nearly $900 million each year from the highway fund.

Does this make sense? I don’t think so.

To be sure, Indiana has not put forth a proposal to privatize all of its

highway system. But that it could do so without losing federal highway

funds illustrates the problem Congress needs to fix.

Like all members of Congress, I appreciate the need for additional

transportation improvements to alleviate congestion and promote economic

development. We need to invest in our nation’s roads and bridges, which is

one of the main reasons to pass a long-term highway bill. The current

primary source of federal funding, fixed taxes on gasoline and diesel fuels,



is increasingly inadequate to maintain transportation infrastructure. The

combination of declining fuel sales and rising construction costs is adding

tens of billions of dollars to the funding backlog needed to sustain a safe

and efficient transportation network.

I also understand that, during these difficult economic times, states are

struggling financially to meet the needs of their residents, and “selling off”

a public asset for billions of dollars might be tempting.

But I don’t believe that states should be allowed to use their existing

publicly funded highways as a virtual ATM, leaving the rest of this

country’s drivers to foot the bill. Among Congress’s responsibilities is to be

a good steward of federal tax dollars. That means we should not

encourage the kind of short-term political expediency Indiana has relied

upon.

The Senate approved a highway bill in March that contains an amendment

I wrote to correct the funding formulas. Under the revised version, states

would receive highway funding without includingpublic roads that have

been essentially “sold off.” That would mean states such as Ohio, which is

considering privatizing its 60-year-old, 240-mile turnpike, would lose

federal funding it no longer merits. House and Senate negotiators are

working to finalize a highway bill, and I hope they include my amendment.

States should explore new and creative ways to invest in public

infrastructure. There’s no doubt that the private sector could play a major

role in that. I support existing federal incentives that promote building new

roads, tunnels or lanes, such as the high-occupancy toll lanes that Virginia

and private partners are constructing on the Capital Beltway.

But I do not believe states that privatize existing public roads should be

allowed to get more than their fair share from the highway fund, at the

expense of federal taxpayers in other states. Congress should eliminate

this perverse incentive for states to turn over operation of critical existing

highways to private companies.

© The Washington Post Company

 
 
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie ; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell);

White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: 5/7 RGPPC Conference Call addtl attach.
Date: Monday, May 07, 2012 7:09:04 AM
Attachments: 2012-05-03-RGPPC EE Process Memo.docx

INDOT Federal Policy Preferences.pdf
2012-05-04 Education and Workforce Memo.docx
MAP-21 Conferees.xlsx

See additional attachment with MAP conferees
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Sunday, May 06, 2012 9:19 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; White, Brandi
(McConnell); Swann, Lanier (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 5/7 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 5/7 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 
 

a)     RGPPC Events:  Your energy staff may register for our Charlotte event here: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?
formkey=dDJFdlAxc2lYbFhtRmg2QUZrU0ZEM1E6MQ. As a reminder, the RGPPC
will pay for two energy sr. staffers from each office to attend this symposium. 
Please note that this symposium is being held at the front end of our Corporate
Policy Summit (May 16th – 17th) and our Executive Roundtable Meeting (May
17th – 18th) which are also being held in Charlotte, NC. 

 
Other RGPPC Events: 
 
Tuesday, May 15 – Wednesday, May 16, 2012
2012 RGPPC Energy Symposium
Ballantyne Hotel



Charlotte, NC
Who may attend?  We are inviting two energy sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

 
b)       Transportation efforts (Debbie Hohlt) – see attachment fron INDOT and Bingaman

op-ed at end
 

c)      Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Revised principles and process memo attached. 
  Marie and Seth will coordinate individuals calls with those states who need
additional conversation.

2.       Healthcare: Report is being written.  The first draft of the healthcare report
 will be released to all Republican states for review at the end of this week.

3.       Education/Workforce:. A first draft of education principles created by the
steering committee is attached. Marie and Lindsay will set up conference calls
with individuals states who are interested in weighing into the first draft of
the report. These principles will guide the report making process. Edits are
welcomed. 

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

      



5. Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming
weeks

6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info
to be available this week for download at rgppc.com

 
 

d)     Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
            Update:  HASC Chair McKeon letter to governors and discussion regarding the
impact of sequestration
 
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
 

Taxpayers paying for roads — twice



By Jeff Bingaman, Published: May 4

In a matter of weeks, Congress is likely to be scrambling to meet another

deadline: once again deciding how long to extend a law that funds the

maintenance of our nation’s highways. When Congress does take up that

bill, I hope that we decide to correct a flaw in the law that allows states to

fleece federal taxpayers.

Here’s the problem: In 1991 Congress set up formulas that calculate how

much highway money states receive, based on population, traffic levels

and the number of miles of highway within each state. These formulas

were intended to reflect each state’s need for federal funds. They have

remained unchanged, even though a few states have decided to lease

their publicly financed highways to private companies that take

responsibility for operating or maintaining those highways.

For example, in 2006 the state of Indiana leased 157 miles of its 55-year-

old publicly financed toll road to a Spanish-Australian joint-venture firm

called theIndiana Toll Road Concession Co. Under the deal, Indiana

received $3.8 billion in cash, upfront, and the concession company got the

right to collect tolls on the road for the next 75 years; some of the tolls go

toward maintenance, and others go straight to the company’s bottom line.

The state uses the upfront cash for anything it wants.

What this means is that the nation’s drivers paid for the road with 55 years’

worth of their tolls, and now they essentially have to buy it back.

Today Indiana has 157 fewer miles of highway the public is responsible for

operating. One might assume its share of federal highway maintenance

dollars would have been reduced to reflect the change. Not so. This year,

Indiana received nearly $900 million in highway maintenance funds — the

same amount it would have received had it never made the deal with the

Indiana Toll Road Concession Co.

And if the funding formulas remain unchanged, it’s possible that Indiana

could lease all 1,200 miles of its interstate highways to a private company

and still receive nearly $900 million each year from the highway fund.

Does this make sense? I don’t think so.

To be sure, Indiana has not put forth a proposal to privatize all of its



highway system. But that it could do so without losing federal highway

funds illustrates the problem Congress needs to fix.

Like all members of Congress, I appreciate the need for additional

transportation improvements to alleviate congestion and promote economic

development. We need to invest in our nation’s roads and bridges, which is

one of the main reasons to pass a long-term highway bill. The current

primary source of federal funding, fixed taxes on gasoline and diesel fuels,

is increasingly inadequate to maintain transportation infrastructure. The

combination of declining fuel sales and rising construction costs is adding

tens of billions of dollars to the funding backlog needed to sustain a safe

and efficient transportation network.

I also understand that, during these difficult economic times, states are

struggling financially to meet the needs of their residents, and “selling off”

a public asset for billions of dollars might be tempting.

But I don’t believe that states should be allowed to use their existing

publicly funded highways as a virtual ATM, leaving the rest of this

country’s drivers to foot the bill. Among Congress’s responsibilities is to be

a good steward of federal tax dollars. That means we should not

encourage the kind of short-term political expediency Indiana has relied

upon.

The Senate approved a highway bill in March that contains an amendment

I wrote to correct the funding formulas. Under the revised version, states

would receive highway funding without includingpublic roads that have

been essentially “sold off.” That would mean states such as Ohio, which is

considering privatizing its 60-year-old, 240-mile turnpike, would lose

federal funding it no longer merits. House and Senate negotiators are

working to finalize a highway bill, and I hope they include my amendment.

States should explore new and creative ways to invest in public

infrastructure. There’s no doubt that the private sector could play a major

role in that. I support existing federal incentives that promote building new

roads, tunnels or lanes, such as the high-occupancy toll lanes that Virginia

and private partners are constructing on the Capital Beltway.

But I do not believe states that privatize existing public roads should be

allowed to get more than their fair share from the highway fund, at the

expense of federal taxpayers in other states. Congress should eliminate



this perverse incentive for states to turn over operation of critical existing

highways to private companies.

© The Washington Post Company

 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie ; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell);

White, Brandi (McConnell); Intern Dave Martinez
Subject: 6/11 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, June 10, 2012 9:39:24 PM
Attachments: Oklahoma GovernorMaryFallin 2012LegislativeWrapUp.pdf

2012-05-30-CRA Letter.docx
2012 Speaker Supreme Court Talking Points.docx

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 6/11 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     RGPPC Events: 
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 



 
b)     Healthcare Communication- Supreme Court Update;  Supreme Court next steps

(Marie)
Think Tank advocacy:  http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/obamacares-unconstitutional-
lets-implement-no-wait-were-not-implementing-yes-we-are/
 

c)      Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being updated from staff feedback.  A
new draft should be available by the end of this week.

CRA letter writing campaign, see letter attached.   
2.       Healthcare: All states have received the report.  Individual state calls can be

set up to go through the report.  A new draft will be forwarded to state
before the Scottsdale Healthcare Symposium to review in our staff only
sessions. 

3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft of the report is being written. A draft will be
forwarded to states prior to the Scottsdale Education Symposium. 

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform.

 
 

d)       Best Practices:  See Oklahoma’s legislative achievements, attached.
e)       Please Complete Surveys

 
1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House

Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)



 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               

 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: 6/11 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, June 11, 2012 8:22:58 AM
Attachments: Oklahoma GovernorMaryFallin 2012LegislativeWrapUp.pdf

2012-05-30-CRA Letter.docx
2012 Speaker Supreme Court Talking Points.docx
Frequently Asked Questions about Protecting Citizen Voter Rights in Florida.pdf
Letter-to-DOJ-Regarding-Floridas-Continuing-Commitment-to-Protecting-Citizens-Voting-Rights.pdf

Updated
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Sunday, June 10, 2012 9:43 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie ; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier
(McConnell); White, Brandi (McConnell); Intern Dave Martinez
Subject: 6/11 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 6/11 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     RGPPC Events: 
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 



Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

 
b)     Healthcare Communication- Supreme Court Update;  Supreme Court next steps

(Marie)
Think Tank advocacy:  http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/obamacares-unconstitutional-
lets-implement-no-wait-were-not-implementing-yes-we-are/
 

c)      Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being updated from staff feedback.  A
new draft should be available by the end of this week.

CRA letter writing campaign, see letter attached.   
2.       Healthcare: All states have received the report.  Individual state calls can be

set up to go through the report.  A new draft will be forwarded to state
before the Scottsdale Healthcare Symposium to review in our staff only
sessions. 

3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft of the report is being written. A draft will be
forwarded to states prior to the Scottsdale Education Symposium. 

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform.

 
 

d)       Best Practices:  See Oklahoma’s legislative achievements, see attached.
 

e)       Florida Voter Rights (Sean- FL)- see attached
 

f)        Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA



2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               

 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie  Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell);

White, Brandi (McConnell); Intern Dave Martinez
Subject: 6/18 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, June 17, 2012 8:48:28 PM
Attachments: 2012-06-14-RGPPC E2 Draft 5.pdf

2012-05-30-CRA Letter.docx

 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 6/18 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 
 

 
a)      EVENTS:
 
Scottsdale Events are this week- see you there!

 
SAVE THE DATE: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell will soon
announce a K12 Education Reform Summit to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond,
Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are invited to attend. Registration
information will be available in the weeks ahead. Among many topics, the Summit will feature
experts and key leaders in the areas of teacher quality, school choice and workforce
development. For further information, please contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov.

 
b)     Healthcare Communication- Supreme Court Update;  Supreme Court next steps

(Marie)
 

c)      Healthcare Exchanges—Update  on TN and AL:  Darin Gordon, TennCare
Director/Deputy Commissioner of Finance and Administration
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report attached. We will discuss this week in
Scottsdale.  



CRA letter writing campaign, see letter attached.   
2.       Healthcare: A draft with comments has been forwarded to attendees. We

will discuss this week in Scottsdale.
3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft of the report is being updated.  A draft will be

forwarded to states prior to the Scottsdale Education Symposium. 
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the

committee.
5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform.

 
 

e)       Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               

 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); White,

Brandi (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 6/25 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, June 24, 2012 11:38:20 PM
Attachments: Memo on exchange grants and regs - June 2012.doc

ACA implementation deadlines addendum June 2012.doc
2012 KS Legislature, 2012 Session -- Kansas Legislative Accomplishments Summary.pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 6/25 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)      EVENTS:  Thanks for all your hard work in Scottsdale.  Feedback surveys will be
forwarded next week for your input

 
SAVE THE DATE: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell will soon
announce a K12 Education Reform Summit to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond,
Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are invited to attend. Registration
information will be available in the weeks ahead. Among many topics, the Summit will feature
experts and key leaders in the areas of teacher quality, school choice and workforce
development. For further information, please contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov.

 
b)     Healthcare Communication- Supreme Court Update;  Supreme Court next steps

(Marie). See timeline information attached from the Congressional Research
Service. 

 
c)      Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being edited with state data discussed in

senior staff meeting, Scottsdale. Approval process is commencing. Release
date is targeted for July 12.

2.       Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the

committee.



5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform.

 
 

d)     Best Practices/Legislative Summary update. KS attached!
 

e)       Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               

 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie ; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell);

White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: 6/4 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, June 03, 2012 7:42:38 PM
Attachments: 2012-05-30-CRA Letter.docx

DEP Sec Krancer COMMITTEE FINAL TESTIMONY 5-30-12.pdf
DEP Sec Krancer SUBCOMMITTEE FINAL TESTIMONY 5-30-12.pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 6/4 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     RGPPC Events:  Registration extended until 6/7.  
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 



 
b)     Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being updated from staff feedback.  A

new draft should be available by the end of this week.
CRA letter writing campaign, see letter attached.   
PA Secretary Michael Krancer Testimonies:  On fracking before House
Committee on Oversight and the Subcommittee on Technology,
Information etc. (Rep. Lankford).  The topic:  Rhetoric vs. Reality: Does
President Obama Really Support an "All-of-the-Above Energy
Strategy?  The Committee hearing was broad and covered all topics. 
The Subcommittee hearing focused on hydraulic fracturing. At Rep.
Lankford's request he covered the new BLM proposed rules and the
new EPA permitting guidance re fracking with diesel fuel.  Testimonies
attached; Press:
http://campaign2012.washingtonexaminer.com/blogs/beltway-
confidential/penn-obama-back/572936

 
2.       Healthcare: All states have received the report.  Individual state calls can be

set up to go through the report.  A new draft will be forwarded to state
before the Scottsdale Healthcare Symposium to review in our staff only
sessions. 

3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft of the report is being written. Special thanks to
states who have forwarded edits and again, thanks to GA and TN for their
hard work.  A draft will be forwarded to states prior to the Scottsdale
Education Symposium. 

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform.

 
 

c)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on



the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               

 
8. US Chamber of Commerce :: State-by-State breakdown of IP Jobs, GDP
and Wages
 
Marie,

 

I am pleased to share with you a first-of-its-kind economic study, titled “IP Creates Jobs for America”

from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Global Intellectual Property Center (GIPC). We have prepared

this report to illustrate the widespread impact and importance of intellectual property as it relates to

each state’s jobs, economic growth and competiveness. This study identifies the benefits of IP and the

55 million jobs directly and indirectly supported by IP-intensive industries as a significant driver of GDP,

exports, and wages in every state of the Union. 

 

To see the benefits of intellectual property in your specific state, please click HERE.
 
Would you be willing to push this out to Governors offices and their staff?
 

Thanks for any help you can be here.

 

 



 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); White,

Brandi (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 7/16 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, July 16, 2012 7:31:48 AM

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/16 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure Policy
Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information to come.

 
REGISTER TODAY: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell will
announce on Monday the Governor’s K-12 Education Reform Summit: Investing
in Students Today, Creating the Workforce of Tomorrow to be held August 15th
– 17th in Richmond, Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are
invited to attend. Registration and accommodations with be complimentary for two
senior education advisors per state, additionally funds will be available to aid in
travel expenses. For further information, please contact
Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event registration is available, here.  

 
b)     Healthcare Communication- Please continue to help us update your state

PPACA cost estimates. Please email Lindsay: LRussell@rgppc.org. Thanks for all
your help last week.  RGPPA will be responding to Asst. Adminstrator
Tavenner’s letter to Governor McDonnell this week.

 
c)      Sequestration:  RGA leadership letter to be sent.  NGA and CoG working on a letter

too. (Doug)
 

d)     Exchanges:  A separate call to handle moving parts will be hosted this week.
 



e)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final phase of edits
being conducted. Launch date TBD

2.       Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared

by the committee. Economic Development and Infrastructure Symposium
Sept 23-24

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax

reform. Also preparing a talking point document on Republican state
unemployment rates.

 
 

f)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.       PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and
House Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s
Office on the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources
on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               



From: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: 7/18/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 7:40:41 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User:  
Pass: 

Tulsa world
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal
User: 
Pass: 

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Internet sales tax proposals may be gaining ground
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
 
Tulsa World – Fallin undecided on Internet sales tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120717_11_0_OKLAHO139483
 
Okemah News Leader – Gov. Mary Fallin names Wes Lane new chairman of DHS
commission
http://www.okemahnewsleader.com/v2/content.aspx?ID=50545&MemberID=1578
 
Tulsa World – Governor says youth expo can keep its funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OLHMIY168373
 
Tulsa World – CNG vehicle purchases by 13 states planned
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_CUTLIN311027
 
Northern Colorado Business Report – Hickenlooper asks automakers to make natural – gas
vehicles
http://www.ncbr.com/article/20120717/NEWS/120719924
 
The Oklahoman – Future of American Indian Cultural Center to be announced Thursday
http://newsok.com/future-of-american-indian-cultural-center-to-be-announced-
thursday/article/3688254
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Livestock show appropriation offers reason for Oklahoma



taxpayers to be concerned about budget-writing process
http://newsok.com/livestock-show-appropriation-offers-reason-for-oklahoma-taxpayers-to-
be-concerned-about-budget-writing-process/article/3693208?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Federal budget cuts could lead to 16,000 job losses in Oklahoma, report
says
http://newsok.com/federal-budget-cuts-could-lead-to-16000-job-losses-in-oklahoma-report-
says/article/3693296
 
The Oklahoman – Bush Institute issues book on economic growth
http://newsok.com/bush-institute-issues-book-on-economic-growth/article/3693326
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City based GMX Resources plans to sell East Texas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-gmx-resources-plans-to-sell-east-texas-
production/article/3693319
 
The Oklahoman – OSU, Stillwater officials develop plan to connect campus to downtown
http://newsok.com/osu-stillwater-officials-develop-plan-to-connect-campus-to-
downtown/article/3693466
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City survey shows residents are increasingly satisfied
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-survey-shows-residents-are-increasingly-
satisfied/article/3693320
 
The Oklahoman – Lawmakers’ letter urges against endangered listing for lesser prairie
chicken
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-letter-urges-against-endangered-listing-for-lesser-prairie-
chicken/article/3693293
 
The Oklahoman – Ariz. Sheriff says Obama birth certificate is fake
http://newsok.com/ariz.-sheriff-says-obama-birth-certificate-is-fake/article/feed/405198
 
The Oklahoman – Court approves talks on sale of Hawker Beechcraft
http://newsok.com/court-approves-talks-on-sale-of-hawker-beechcraft/article/3693448?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – FDA: BPA no longer allowed in baby bottles
http://newsok.com/fda-bpa-no-longer-allowed-in-baby-bottles/article/3693447?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
Tulsa World – Families, businesses see rebate due to health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A1_Tosnso429887
 
Tulsa World – Levee official’s $11,148 raise draws questions



http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A1_ATulsa314530
 
Tulsa World – NORDAM fined $2 million in bribe case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120718_45_E1_NORDAM255978
 
Tulsa World – Romney pushes Obama attacks into Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120718_688_0_hrimgs339639
 
Tulsa World – Hawker Beechcraft OK’d to enter sale talks with Chinese company
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_45_E2_WICHIT101952
 
Tulsa World – OKC Chesapeake employees could split $123 million if company changes
hands
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_49_E1_Agroup118462
 
Tulsa World – Report: 8,000 Oklahoma defense-related jobs could be at risk with federal cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A14_WASHIN897531
 
Tulsa World – Pakistan, U.S. to resume talks on drone strikes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426
 
Tulsa World – Romney accuses Obama of casting shame on success
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_IRWINP229917
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves $1.25M contract for downtown park
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-
downtown-park-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – ONG to provide incentives for switching to CNG vehicles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-
vehicles-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Cole, James to be featured speakers at Indian Country Business
Summit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-
business-summit-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – States saying no to ‘Obamacare’ could see downside
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Bernanke: Recession likely if Congress doesn’t act



http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: July 18, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/business-briefs-july-18-2012-general-news/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); White,

Brandi (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 7/2 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, July 01, 2012 8:37:58 PM
Attachments: S 2105 Lieberman bil1.docx

Let Farmers Farm Act of 2012.pdf
Let Farmers Farm Dear Colleague.pdf
Farmers Farm Rationale.docx

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/2 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)      EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure Policy Symposium,
Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information to come.

 
SAVE THE DATE: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell will soon announce a K12

Education Reform Summit to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond, Virginia. Governors and
their senior education advisors are invited to attend. Registration information will be available in
the weeks ahead. Among many topics, the Summit will feature experts and key leaders in the
areas of teacher quality, school choice and workforce development. For further information,
please contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov.

 
b)       Healthcare Communication- Messaging, Governors-only call Tuesday, Messaging

heading into NGA 
 

c)      Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report will be forward for final approval Monday,
7/2. Release date is targeted for July 12.

2.       Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the



committee. Economic Development and Infrastructure Symposium Sept 23-24
5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform.

 
d)     Senator Lieberman’s Cyber Security Bill:  Sean Miles (Fl) (see attachment)

 
e)       New EPA Legislation:  Representative Ann Marie Buerkle will be introducing

legislation which will empower states to resist EPA overreach onto our country’s
farms. In recent years, the EPA has been increasing its presence on American farms
with an historic pace of rulemaking.  Further regulations have been proposed and
discussed stemming from the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, and the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act which are looming and could have disastrous impacts
on our nation’s agriculture industry. This legislation will allow states to opt-out its
agriculture communities from compliance with these burdensome Federal mandates. 
The government needs to keep farmers in the business of farming, not busy
achieving arbitrary compliances.  See attachments. For more information or to offer
support please contact:  Matthew Satterley, 202-225-3701,
Matthew.Satterley@mail.house.gov.
 

f)        Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

 
 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 



7.  Other business?
               

 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); White,

Brandi (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: 7/23 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, July 22, 2012 7:13:23 PM
Attachments: 2012 TANF Hebert Response to HHS.pdf

Chairman Camp TANF 7 18 .pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/23 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure Policy
Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information to come.

 
REGISTER TODAY: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell will
announce on Monday the Governor’s K-12 Education Reform Summit: Investing
in Students Today, Creating the Workforce of Tomorrow to be held August 15th
– 17th in Richmond, Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are
invited to attend. Registration and accommodations with be complimentary for two
senior education advisors per state, additionally funds will be available to aid in
travel expenses. For further information, please contact
Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event registration is available, here.  

 
b)     TANF Update: (Marie) see attachments: HHS Letter to Chairman Camp and

Governor UT letter to HHS.
 

c)       Healthcare Update:  Conference call this week on MOE and Essential Benefits.
Call pending ongoing analysis on MOE debate.  Letter responding to HHS’s
letter to Governor McDonnell on behalf of RGA to be released this week.

 
d)     Sequestration:  Leadership letter pushing the Senate and the President to act

to be sent early this week.  As your governor makes statements, please for



those comments our way.
 

e)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final phase of edits
being conducted. Launch date TBD

2.       Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared

by the committee. Economic Development and Infrastructure Symposium
Sept 23-24

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax

reform.
 

f)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.       PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and
House Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s
Office on the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources
on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE) or Katie/Andrew (OK)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); White,

Brandi (McConnell); Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: 7/30 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, July 29, 2012 9:43:08 PM
Attachments: Marketplace Fairness act.pdf

Multi-Governor Letter PNTR 7-25-12v2.pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/30 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure Policy
Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information to come.

 
REGISTER: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell’s K-12 Education
Reform Summit: Investing in Students Today, Creating the Workforce of
Tomorrow to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond, Virginia. Governors and
their senior education advisors are invited to attend. Registration and
accommodations with be complimentary for two senior education advisors per
state, additionally funds will be available to aid in travel expenses. For further
information, please contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event
registration is available, here.  

 
b)    Healthcare Call:  Tentative:  MOE and Essential Benefits call Tuesday, July

31 at 5 EDT. Look for separate email to be sent.
 

c)       Final governors sign on letters (not RGPPC letters): Attached: PNTR and
Marketplace Fairness Act     
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final phase of edits



being conducted. Launch date TBD
2.       Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared

by the committee. Economic Development and Infrastructure Symposium
Sept 23-24

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform

as well as unemployment data.
 

e)     Please Complete Surveys
 

1.       PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and
House Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s
Office on the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources
on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Katie(OK)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); White,

Brandi (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Sunday, July 08, 2012 7:22:54 PM
Attachments: S 2105 Lieberman bil1.docx

2012-07-05 Cost to states.docx
2010-02-07 Letter from CRS re Exchanges Grants.pdf

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/9 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure Policy
Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information to come.

 
REGISTER TODAY: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell will
announce on Monday the Governor’s K-12 Education Reform Summit: Investing
in Students Today, Creating the Workforce of Tomorrow to be held August 15th
– 17th in Richmond, Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are
invited to attend. Registration and accommodations with be complimentary for two
senior education advisors per state, additionally funds will be available to aid in
travel expenses. For further information, please contact
Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event registration is available, here.  

 
b)     Healthcare Communication- Messaging heading into NGA. RGPPC will be

providing talking points like we did for Winter Meeting. PPACA SCOTUS Letter
to President as discussed on the governors’ only call to be forwarded this week. 
Please help us update your state PPACA cost estimates on the attached
document: 2012-05-05 Cost to States.  Please email Lindsay:
LRussell@rgppc.org.

 
c)       HHS Notice for an Establishment Grant under their latest Funding Opportunity

Announcement that the deadline – August 15, 2012 –FAQs for this



Announcement:  http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/factsheets/hie-est-grant-faq-
06292012.html. Some states are curious regarding which states are applying.    
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final phase of edits
being conducted. Launch date TBD

2.       Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared

by the committee. Economic Development and Infrastructure Symposium
Sept 23-24

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax

reform.
 

e)     Senator Lieberman’s Cyber Security Bill:  Sean Miles (Fl) (see attachment)
 

f)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.       PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and
House Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s
Office on the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources
on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
FYI- See a summary where each states stands pasted below—RGPPC did not
author this update.



FYI- See attachment from the Congressional Research Service on Healthcare
Exchanges
 
 
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/07/05/Where-each-state-stands-of-the-Medicaid-
expansion

WHERE EACH STATE STANDS ON
ACA'S MEDICAID EXPANSION
A roundup of what each state's leadership has said about their
Medicaid plans

July 05, 2012

Last updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.

The Supreme Court's ruling on the Affordable Care Act (ACA) allows
states to opt out of the law's Medicaid expansion, leaving each state's
decision to participate in the hands of the nation's governors and state
leaders.

Based on lawmakers' statements, press releases, and media coverage,
the Daily Briefing and American Health Line editorial teams have
rounded up where each state currently stands on the expansion.

Learn more about the Court's ruling, discuss takeaways
with our experts, and model the impact on your
organization.

The following information was last updated on July 5 at 10:30 a.m. ET.
We will continue to update this map and list as more information
becomes available. Send us news, tips, and feedback by commenting
below or emailing dailybriefing@advisory.com.



 *Italics indicate a state's participation in the multistate lawsuit
against ACA

Will not participate (5 states)

Florida: Gov. Rick Scott (R) said, “Florida will opt out of
spending approximately $1.9 billion more taxpayer dollars
required to implement a massive entitlement expansion of the
Medicaid program.” In addition, the governor said the state will
not establish an insurance exchange (Pear, New York Times, 7/2).
Louisiana: In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” Gov.
Bobby Jindal (R) said, “Every governor’s got two critical decisions
to make. One is do we set up these exchanges. And, secondly, do
we expand Medicaid. And, no, in Louisiana, we’re not doing either
one of those things” (Barrow, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 7/2).
Mississippi: Gov. Phil Bryant (R) does not plan to participate in
the Medicaid expansion, according to Bryant spokesperson Mick
Bullock, Bloomberg reports (Niquette/Wayne, Bloomberg, 7/5).
South Carolina: Gov. Nikki Haley (R) on Sunday announced via
Facebook that South Carolina “will NOT expand Medicaid, or
participate in any health exchanges” (Hawkins,
TheDigitalCharleston, 7/2; Dudley, Charleston Post and Courier,



6/29).
Wisconsin: Gov. Scott Walker (R) issued a statement following
Thursday’s ruling saying that “Wisconsin will not take any action
to implement ObamaCare” (Office of Gov. Walker release, 6/28;
Radnofsky et al., Wall Street Journal, 7/2).

Leaning toward not participating (6 states)

Iowa: Gov. Terry Branstad (R) announced at a Des Moines news
conference that while his staff is still assessing the Supreme Court
ruling on theACA, he expects to forgo the federal funding that
would allow an estimated 150,000 low-income Iowans to enroll in
the state Medicaid program. Branstad said, “Here’s the problem:
The federal government has done this again and again: ‘Buy into
our program, and we’re going to do all these things for you,’ and
then it doesn’t happen, and then the taxpayers of the state get
stuck with it,” Branstad said on Monday (Totland, Washington
Times, 7/2; Wiser, Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier, 7/3).
Missouri: Moments after the ruling, Republican leaders in
Missouri “closed the door... on expanding Medicaid eligibility,” the
Associated Press reports. Republican Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder said
the Medicaid expansion would be “a break-the-bank provision for
the state of Missouri.” House Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey
(R), said, “I just don’t see any way we will be expanding Medicaid
at the expense of things like education and public safety.” By
rejecting Medicaid expansion the state would be “turning down an
estimated $8.4 billion windfall from the federal government” but
could save up to “$431 million of its own” (Blank, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28; Crisp, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 7/1).
Nebraska: Gov. Dave Heineman (R) on June 28 pledged to block
any effort to expanded Nebraska’s Medicaid program, telling
reporters that an expansion would remove money from other
priorities or require a tax increase, AP/BloombergBusinessweek
reports. In a statement on his website, Heineman said, “As I have
said repeatedly, if this unfunded Medicaid expansion is
implemented, state aid to education and funding for the University
of Nebraska will be cut or taxes will be increased. If some state
senators want to increase taxes or cut education funding, I will
oppose them.” However, the governor noted that the Supreme
Court’s decision on Medicaid was unexpected, adding, “Again, I



want to emphasize that reviewing this decision in a detailed,
thoughtful and responsible manner will take time before a
complete determination can be made on what this ruling means
for Nebraska” (Schulte, AP/BloombergBusinessWeek, 6/29;
Heineman statement, 6/28).
Nevada:  After the Supreme Court ruling, Gov. Brian Sandoval
(R) said the impact of the decision on was not immediately clear
but indicated that he is leaning toward not expanding the state’s
Medicaid program. Sandoval’s press secretary, Mary-Sarah
Kinner, said in a statement, “The governor does not intend to
automatically accept the Medicaid expansion” (Haynes et al., Las
Vegas Review-Journal, 6/28).
New Jersey: on Fox News’ “Fox and Friends” on July 3, Gov.
Chris Christie (R) said he is leaning toward not accepting federal
funding to expand the state’s Medicaid program. He noted,
“Medicaid is pretty well expanded in our state already because of
the legacy of previous Democratic governors. So I don’t know if
there’s a lot more to do in New Jersey in that regard” (“Fox News
Insider,” Fox News, 7/3; San Francisco Chronicle, 7/3; Friedman,
Newark Star-Ledger, 7/3).
Texas: In an email responding to a query by American Health
Line, Lucy Nashed—deputy press secretary for Gov. Rick Perry (R)
—said Perry will be working with Attorney General Greg Abbott
(R) "and appropriate state agencies to determine the impact of the
Supreme Court decision on the state of Texas," adding that "the
governor has previously made clear, he has no interest in fast
tracking any portion of this bankrupting and overreaching
legislation. We will continue to call for the full repeal of the bill"
(Nashed email, 7/5). [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]

Leaning toward participating (3 states)

Arkansas: Gov. Mike Beebe (D) said he is inclined to proceed
with Medicaid expansion for his state given the “opportunity to
pay for it with taxes that are coming from … the federal
government,” he said at a news conference in Washington, D.C. “I
don’t want to send [tax money] to Massachusetts or California and
ignore our own people,” he added (Lyon, Arkansas News, 7/2).
Oregon: Gov. John Kitzhaber (D) said he is confident that the
Oregon legislature will approve a state Medicaid expansion, and



State Sen. Alan Bates (D) has expressed similar confidence, the
Associated Press reports. In an interview last week, Kitzhaber said,
“We’ll make a decision on whether or not to expand the Medicaid
program really based on, I think, the resources we have available
in the general fund for that purpose going forward” (Budnick, The
Oregonian, 7/3; Wong, Statesman Journal, 6/28; Cooper,
AP/Real Clear Politics, 6/28).
Rhode Island: In statement on his website, Gov. Lincoln Chaffee
(I) said, “I have fully committed to ensuring Rhode Island is a
national leader in implementing health reform whatever the
Supreme Court decision, and this just reinforces that
commitment.” According to Steven Costantino, the state’s
secretary of health and human services, “The expansion is easy to
do and makes sense” (Chaffee statement, 6/28; Radnofsky et al.,
Wall Street Journal, 7/2).

Participating (10 states and District of Columbia)

California: California got a head start on expanding its Medicaid
program in November 2010, shortly after Obama signed the
Affordable Care Act into law. After the high court’s ruling, Gov.
Jerry Brown (D) issued a statement, “Today’s dramatic Supreme
Court ruling removes the last roadblock to fulfilling President
Obama’s historic plan to bring health care to millions of uninsured
citizens.” Duane Dauner, president of the California Hospital
Association, said in separate statement that he expects “California
will comply with the Medicaid expansion in the law, even though
it will increase the state’s costs in future years” (Office of Gov.
Brown release, 6/28; California Hospital Association release, 7/3).
Connecticut: Gov. Dannel Malloy (D) was among the first to sign
his state up for Medicaid expansion when Obama signed the law in
2010. Following the Supreme Court’s ruling preserving the
legislation, he responded, “it’s great … [and a] very important
decision for the people of Connecticut. 500,000 people would
have lost coverage if Republicans had their way” (Davis, WTNH,
7/28).
Delaware: Gov. Jack Markell—chair of the Democratic
Governors Association—said in a statement, “The Supreme Court’s
ruling enables Delaware to continue to implement provisions of
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act to provide access to



health care benefits for Delawareans,” adding, “On the Medicaid
front, Delaware already voluntarily expanded the state’s Medicaid
coverage program in 1996 to cover many Delawareans not
previously covered” (Office of Gov. Markell release, 6/28).
District of Columbia: “The District is not at risk of losing any
Medicaid funding as a result of this ruling, because District
officials have already begun implementation of the ACA’s
Medicaid-expansion provisions and will continue to implement the
expansion,” according to a statement from the office of D.C. Mayor
Vincent Gray (D) (Executive Office of the Mayor release, 6/28).
Hawaii: Gov. Neil Abercrombie (D) said in a statement after the
ruling, “The Affordable Care Act is our ally” in the effort to
“support a healthcare system that ensures high quality, safety and
sustainable costs.” Pat McManaman, the state’s director of the
Department of Human Services, said starting next month Hawaii’s
Medicaid eligibility requirements will be in line with federal
guidelines under the overhaul, meaning an additional 24,000
people will be eligible for the program by 2014 (Office of Gov.
Abercrombie release, 6/28; Garcia, AP/CBS News, 6/29).
Illinois: Gov. Pat Quinn (D) on Thursday praised the court’s
decision and said he “will continue to work with President Obama
to help working families get the healthcare coverage they need,”
including expanding Medicaid (Office of the Governor release,
6/28; Thomason, Rock River Times, 7/3).
Maryland: Gov. Martin O’Malley (D) in a statement said the
Supreme Court’s decision “gives considerable momentum to our
health care reform efforts here in Maryland,” adding that the state
will move forward to implement the overhaul (Office of the
Governor release, 6/28).
Massachusetts: Gov. Deval Patrick (D) said Massachusetts is “an
early expansion state as you know and we’re expecting further
resources from federal government to sustain the experiment here
in Massachusetts.” Patrick said the ruling is “good news for us”
Patrick said (Walker, YNN, 6/28).
Minnesota: “Today’s ruling will be met with relief by the
Minnesotans whose lives have already been improved by this law,”
Gov. Mark Dayton (D) said in a statement on Thursday. Dayton in
2011 used federal money to expand Medicaid early to 84,000
adults with annual incomes below $8,400 (Lohn, AP/San



Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Vermont: Gov. Peter Shumlin (D) said Vermont’s Medicaid
program already meets the requirements under the health reform
law’s Medicaid expansion, WCAX reports (Steimle, WCAX, 7/1).
Washington: Gov. Chris Gregoire (D) "supports the Medicaid
expansion—and Washington will move forward," Karina Shagren—
a deputy communications director in Gregoire’s  administration—
said in an email to American Health Line (Shagren email, 7/5).
[updated on July 5 at 1:35 p.m.]

Undecided/no comment (26 states)

Alabama: As of June 29, Gov. Robert Bentley (R) had not
decided whether Alabama will opt out of the Medicaid expansion,
according to Jennifer Ardis, Bentley’s press secretary, AP/CBS
News reports. In a statement on his website, Bentley said, “I am
deeply disappointed by today’s Supreme Court decision,” but he
did not address the court’s ruling on the Medicaid expansion
(AP/CBS News, 6/29; Bentley statement, 6/28).
Alaska: As of Tuesday, Gov. Sean Parnell (R) has not made a
statement regarding Alaska’s intent to participate in the Medicaid
expansion, only saying in a release that “now with no penalty we
need to rethink what we’re going to do with Medicaid” and the
“expansion costs that are mandated” (Office of Gov. Parnell
release, 6/28; Coyne, Alaska Dispatch, 7/1).
Arizona: Gov. Jan Brewer (R) in a statement following the
Supreme Court ruling repeated her call for the entire law to be
repealed but did not directly address the expansion. House
Speaker Andy Tobin (R), however, said budgetary issues in the
state and a conservative political climate will make expanding
Medicaid difficult. “We’re going to have to sit down and weigh
carefully what is reasonable to expect of our political leaders,” he
said. “I don’t see us going along with the expansion if it’s not
mandated,” Tobin added. “It’s an ever-expanding cost, so it
continues to put pressure on the state budget when we’re barely
recovering as it is” (Brewer statement, 6/28; Reinhart, Arizona
Central, 6/28; Young, Huffington Post, 7/2).
Colorado: Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) at a press conference on
June 28 gave only a lukewarm nod to the Medicaid expansion. He
said, “Well, we’ll see. We’re certainly looking at that. We’re



probably a little bit premature, but we’re certainly looking at it
and trying to figure out a way we can do that and still live within
our means” (McCrimmon, Health Policy Solutions, 7/2; AP/CBS’
“Moneywatch,” 6/29).
Georgia: As of July 2, Gov. Nathan Deal (R) had not yet decided
whether Georgia would opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the
Chattanooga Times Free Press reports. Over 10 years, the
expansion is projected to cost Georgia about $4.5 billion, “money
we don’t have,” Deal spokesperson Brian Robinson said (Sher,
Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/2).
Idaho: Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter (R) this week did not indicate his
preference on whether Idaho would widen Medicaid coverage
(AP/KTVB, 7/1; Messick, StateImpact Idaho, 6/29).
Indiana:  In a press release Gov. Mitch Daniels (R) said, “Any
decision to expand Medicaid in 2014 is entirely the province of the
next General Assembly and governor.” On Thursday Daniels told
reporters “If it’s optional as I’m advised that it is, that’ll be a
decision for future legislators to make” (Office of Gov. Daniels
release, 6/29; AP/Lafayette Journal and Courier, 7/2;
“Moneywatch,” AP/CBS News, 6/29; Wilson, AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Kansas: In an email responding to a query by American Health
Line, Sherriene Jones-Sontag—communications director and press
secretary for Gov. Sam Brownback (R)—said Brownback believes
"this is now a political issue that will be resolved by the American
people in the November elections" and "he will wait until after the
November elections before making any decisions related to
ObamaCare." [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]
Kentucky: Gov. Steve Beshear (D) on June 28 said, “We continue
to review the Supreme Court’s opinion, particularly on the
Medicaid portion of the Affordable Care Act to determine what our
options may be.” He also noted that he soon would issue an
executive order to create a health insurance exchange (Office of
Gov. Beshear release, 6/28; AP/Evansville Courier & Press, 6/28).
Maine: Gov. Paul LePage (R) said in a statement on June 28, “It
is a sad day, and it is now up to the American people to demand
full repeal of Obamacare.” The governor did not directly address
the Medicaid expansion in his statement. The state Legislature and
LePage approved reductions in Medicaid spending earlier this



year, and Maine Department of Health and Human Services
Commissioner Mary Mayhew said the state “will follow federal
procedures and submit state plan amendments within the coming
weeks that will outline the Medicaid reductions that were enacted
by the Maine Legislature” (Office of Gov. LePage release, 6/28;
Farwel, Bangor Daily News/Lewiston Sun Journal, 6/29).
Michigan: As of July 1, Gov. Rick Snyder (R) had not decided to
whether Michigan will opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the
Lansing State Journal reports. Snyder spokesperson Sara Wurfel
said the administration wants to examine the cost of the expansion
to assess the “best course of action” for the state. Meanwhile,
Republican lawmakers, who control both chambers of the state
legislature, have not committed to the expansion (Davis, Lansing
State Journal, 7/1).
Montana: Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer (D), through a
spokeswoman, declined to comment on the court’s decision.
Schweitzer expressed deep reservations about the Medicaid
expansion and effect on Montana’s budget. “Here’s what I
know,” Schweitzer in February 2011 said, “that unless we
challenge the underlying costs of health care … it will bankrupt the
states because there’s no way of decreasing the cost of health care
under the current system” (Dennison, Gazette State Bureau, 6/28;
Drake, Montana Watchdog, 7/2).
New Hampshire: As of July 1, Gov. John Lynch (D)—who in the
past has voiced concern over how the government would pay for
the Medicaid expansion—had made no statement on whether New
Hampshire would opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the Nashua
Telegraph reports. In a June 28 statement on his website, Lynch
noted that the state has “been preparing to implement the
Affordable Care Act and will continue doing so in a way that best
fits New Hampshire” (Landrigan, Nashua Telegraph, 7/1; Lynch
statement, 6/28).
New Mexico: Gov. Susana Martinez (R) has not decided whether
the state will expand Medicaid, according to spokesperson Scott
Darnell. He said, “The governor is reviewing today’s Supreme
Court decision and will proceed in a manner that best protects the
safety net for the most vulnerable New Mexicans in a responsible
and sustainable manner” (Massey, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28).



New York: As of July 2, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) had not made a
statement on whether New York would participate in the Medicaid
expansion. In a release last week, the governor said, “I am pleased
the Supreme Court upheld this law,” adding that he looked
forward to working with the “Obama administration to ensure
accessible, quality care for all New Yorkers (Office of Gov. Cuomo
release, 6/28; The Journal News, 6/29; Caruso, San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
North Carolina: As of July 3, Gov. Beverly Perdue (D) had not
made any public statement about her state’s participation in the
Medicaid expansion. However, in a statement responding to the
Supreme Court’s decision, Perdue said she is “committed to
continuing to move forward … to ensure that all North Carolinians
have affordable, reliable health coverage.” Meanwhile, a
spokesperson for Perdue said the governor has been in contact
with HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius about the Medicaid
expansion and will review the Supreme Court’s ruling to
determine how it might affect North Carolina (Office of Gov.
Perdue release, 6/28; Dalesio, CBS News, 6/28; Jarvis/Bonner,
Winston-Salem Journal, 6/29).
North Dakota: As of Tuesday, Gov. Jack Dalrymple (R) had not
made a statement about his state’s intent to participate in the
Medicaid expansion. However, in a statement responding to the
Supreme Court’s ruling, Dalrymple said the health reform law “is
wrong for North Dakota,” adding that its “citizens want the
freedom to make their own decisions about their health-care
coverage.” Dalrymple has said that his staff is analyzing the court’s
ruling, but it is unclear whether the state will participate in the
Medicaid (Office of Gov. Dalrymple release, 6/28; MacPherson,
AP/San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Ohio: Gov. John Kasich (R) on Monday said he has not decided
whether his state will participate in the Medicaid expansion and he
does not plan to set a “deadline” to make his decision. The head of
the state’s Office of Health Transformation also said the state must
first determine how to cover the additional Medicaid costs the
state would incur even if the state does not participate in the
expansion. In a statement on the Supreme Court’s ruling, Kasich
said, “We are very concerned that a sudden, dramatic increase in
Medicaid spending could threaten Ohio’s ability to pursue needed



reforms in other areas” (Office of Gov. Kasich release, 6/28;
Tribble, Cleveland Plain Dealer, 7/2; Columbus Business First,
7/3; Candisky, Columbus Dispatch, 7/3).
Oklahoma: Gov. Mary Fallin (R) has not yet decided whether
Oklahoma will opt of the Medicaid expansion, Tulsa World
reports. Fallin said, “Certainly I am hoping that we’ll elect a new
president and we’ll be able to change faces … in the (Democratic-
controlled) U.S. Senate that we can once and for all overturn the
federal health care bill” (McNutt, The Oklahoman, 6/29; Greene,
Tulsa World, 7/3; McGuigan, Tulsa Today, 7/2).
Pennsylvania: Gov. Tom Corbett (R) has not yet announced
whether Pennsylvania will opt out of the Medicaid expansion. He
said in a statement, “I think we can all agree there are
Pennsylvanians who need our help. However, expanding
government bureaucracy, government programs and government
spending is not the answer” (Office of the Gov. Corbett release,
6/28, LoBasso, “PhillyNow,” Philadelphia Weekly, 7/3).
South Dakota: South Dakota: In an email responding to a query
by American Health Line, Joe Kafka—press secretary in Gov.
Dennis Daugaard’s (R) administration—said Daugaard “has made
no decision on [the] Medicaid expansion, which will be costly for
South Dakota, and he won’t make any decision on it until after the
election” (Kafka email, 7/5). [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]
Tennessee: As of July 2, Gov. Bill Haslam (R) had not yet
decided whether Tennessee would opt out of the Medicaid
expansion. After the Supreme Court ruling, Haslam told reporters,
“We don’t really know what we’re going to do … but the cost
impact to the state is very significant” (Sher, Chattanooga Times
Free Press, 7/2).
Utah: Gov. Gary Herbert (R) said is administration is conducting
a thorough legal and policy review of the Supreme Court ruling,
but he did not comment on whether the state would expand its
Medicaid program (Stewart, Salt Lake Tribune, 6/29; AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Virginia: Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) has made statements
indicating that he is against the Medicaid expansion, but has
declined at this point to comment definitively on whether Virginia
will opt out of it. McDonnell said he will review the state’s options
in the upcoming weeks (Martz, Richmond Times-Dispatch, 7/1;



Millman, Politico, 6/29).
West Virginia: Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) has not yet
announced whether West Virginia will proceed with the Medicaid
expansion. In a statement, Tomblin said, “We know what the law
is but as I’ve said before, I will continue to do what is best for
West Virginia… We’re going to review the Supreme Court’s ruling,
and work with our federal delegation on how we move forward”
(Smith, AP/San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28; Office of Gov. Tomblin
statement, 6/28).
Wyoming: Gov. Matt Mead (R) in a statement said he will study
the Supreme Court’s ruling and the health reform law more
carefully before making any implementation plans for Wyoming,
but he believes “the ACA is not a good fit” for the state (Office of
Gov. Mead release, 6/28; Wolfson, Billings Gazette, 6/28).
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·         The Final Ruling: Assessing the Implications of the
Supreme Court's Decision on the Affordable Care Act
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Explore the strategic, financial, operational implications of the
Supreme Court's decision for hospitals and health systems, and
discuss the political debate on the future of health care as we
move into the election season.
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We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 8/13 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure Policy
Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information to come.

 
REGISTER: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell’s K-12 Education
Reform Summit: Investing in Students Today, Creating the Workforce of
Tomorrow to be held this week: August 15th – 17th in Richmond, Virginia.
Governors and their senior education advisors are invited to attend. For further
information, please contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov.

 
b)    TANF letter: Please prepare TANF letters for your state. As those are

completed, please provide RGPPC a copy.  In addition,  attached is a copy of the
2005 RGA letter that the RGA govs sent on TANF in case you are questioned.

 
c)      Best Practices:  Attached is a beginning outline of best practices in states for

2012. Please review and provide links to issues you’d like us to highlight. We’ll
continue our research through August with a goal of an Oct release.
 

d)     Medicare Talking Points:  In light of Chairman Ryan’s selection of VP, 
attached are some talking points on Medicaid for your reference prepared by
the State Policy Network.



 
e)     Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final phase of edits

being conducted. Launch date TBD
2.       Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared

by the committee. Economic Development and Infrastructure Symposium
Sept 23-24

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform

as well as unemployment data.
 

f)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.       PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and
House Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s
Office on the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources
on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update:
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
 
Human Trafficking Conference at Georgetown University School of Business on Tuesday,
November 13, 2012. Your schedulers will be sent notices.  The audience will consist of domestic and
international business leaders, DC-based diplomatic corps, and of the 400 seats – non-transferable
tickets – are 50 seats for US Governors OR their representatives. If the Governors don’t use their
seats, the Secy of Education will be invited. The people on the stage will consist of State Dept, UN,
OSCE (Vienna, Austria), domestic and international law enforcement, investigative journalists, labor



expert, internet experts (trafficking happens over the internet – not just the street), medical
community, National Geographic (sex tourism), International Centre for Missing & Exploited

Children, et al. Lunch will be provided on November 13th; reception following at end of day.
Questions?  Christine Dolan   –    
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We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 8/6 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure Policy
Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information to come.

 
REGISTER: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell’s K-12 Education
Reform Summit: Investing in Students Today, Creating the Workforce of
Tomorrow to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond, Virginia. Governors and
their senior education advisors are invited to attend. Registration and
accommodations with be complimentary for two senior education advisors per
state, additionally funds will be available to aid in travel expenses. For further
information, please contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event
registration is available, here.  

 
b)    Healthcare Call:  Tentative:  Thursday, 5 PM EDT. Look for separate email

to be sent.
 

c)      Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final phase of edits
being conducted. Launch date TBD

2.       Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared



by the committee. Economic Development and Infrastructure Symposium
Sept 23-24

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform

as well as unemployment data.
 

d)     Please Complete Surveys
 

1.       PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and
House Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s
Office on the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources
on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Katie (OK)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
 
Attachment: federalism in Surface Transportation Policy, CRS
               



 
 

 

July 10, 2012 

 

 

 

The Honorable Barack Obama 

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Obama:  

 

On June 28 the United States Supreme Court ruled in National Federation of Independent 

Business vs. Sebelius that the Medicaid expansion provisions in the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act (PPACA) were unconstitutionally coercive of state sovereignty.   

 

Despite the ruling which upheld the individual mandate as a tax, we have written before 

and continue to maintain that the PPACA remains seriously flawed both conceptually and 

technically. It favors dependency over personal responsibility and will ultimately destroy the 

private insurance market. In its current form, the law will increase health care costs and likely 

lead to the disruption or discontinuation of millions of Americans’ insurance plans. The new 

federal subsidies anticipated that enable exchanges are unaffordable given the crushing federal 

budget deficits and record national debt, and states cannot afford significant Medicaid 

expansions.  For most governors, Medicaid growth even before PPACA, was exorbitant, and 

consuming an even larger share of state budgets. 

 

Three years ago, you correctly told Senate Democrats, ―[a]s we move forward on health 

reform, it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare or Medicaid to increase 

the rolls, to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform.  And let me repeat this 
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principle: If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very difficult for us to expand 

coverage.  These two things go hand in hand.  Another way of putting it is we can’t simply put 

more people into a broken system that doesn’t work.‖ 

 

Unfortunately, that is precisely what has been done—PPACA, if implemented by the 

states, would put more people, 16-20 million individuals, into a broken Medicaid system.  Three 

years ago, you stated clearly that would be a mistake.  We fully agree.  Today, states have less 

flexibility over the administration of the program, even though some states pay a share of the 

cost equal to that of the federal government.  Governors of both parties, who are the primary 

managers of Medicaid delivery in our states, were not invited to engage in meaningful dialogue 

with your administration in 2010 when the PPACA was drafted-- and ultimately passed--- on a 

party-line vote.    

 

We are still waiting for the real tools and flexibility we need to reform Medicaid and 

lower costs as you promised.  Last year, Republican governors stressed the need to reform 

Medicaid, and we put forward 31 specific policy ideas to achieve that goal. We sent you and the 

Congressional leadership the detailed plan documents to craft such reforms. Since we received 

virtually no response from you, we are enclosing another copy for your team to review. We now 

renew our call for Medicaid reform.   

 

PPACA uses Medicaid as the vehicle for expansion because it would be cheaper for the 

federal government through cost-shifting to the states.  Despite promises of higher federal 

matches for the expansion populations, we also cannot ignore the policies proposed by your 

Administration that would cut the enhanced match rate for newly eligibles. 

 

While overall spending on health care has slowed, the cost of health care has not.  

Spending has slowed, but for the wrong reason—the lingering recession that has cost jobs and 

thus lost health coverage.  According to the most recent federal government projections, the 

number of individuals without health insurance will have increased from 42.7 million in 2008 to 

48.6 million in 2013. 

 

While we continue to believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the PPACA, 

states now confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions in the wake of the 

Supreme Court decision.   Before making any final policy decisions, governors must carefully 

consider the short and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and the 

consequences of significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs.  

 

The states’ burden of the expansion population as well as administrative costs remains 

significant.  Increased spending on Medicaid crowds out resources available to states to spend on 

other meaningful priorities like education, the environment, public safety and infrastructure. 
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Moreover, even before increasing the Medicaid-eligible population as prescribed by 

PPACA, Medicaid has been on an unsustainable path, comprising a growing share of state 

budgets every year.  It is difficult to see how expanding Medicaid without reform would do 

anything other than put more strain on state budgets and the taxpayers, especially when 

considering that many pernicious provisions that curtail state flexibility remain. 

 

While the Supreme Court decision focused on the states’ role in determining whether a 

Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, states also face other PPACA-related 

decisions, like whether to establish a state based health-insurance exchange or accept the default 

of a federal exchange.  As the exchange issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being 

tasked with shouldering all the responsibility without any authority.  

 

If states determine that a Medicaid expansion is not in the best interests of its citizens, it 

is likely that there will be a significant gap in coverage for low-income individuals who do not 

qualify for tax credits.  We believe it is incumbent upon the authors of PPACA and your 

Administration to detail precisely how you intend to address this situation.   

 

We also believe that it is unlikely that the federal government will have fully functional 

exchanges in place by the fall of 2013 in order for millions of Americans to be able to purchase 

coverage beginning January 2014.  We respectfully request the Administration provide the 

detailed work plan that demonstrates these deadlines will be met.  If they cannot be met, the 

responsible course would be for HHS to level with us and the American people.  We also do not 

understand how the federal government can begin to afford to implement PPACA, with deficits 

already over $1 trillion in every year of your presidency, and the debt growing $5 trillion in the 

past 3 years to an outrageous record of nearly $16 trillion. 

 

The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation – for 

decades to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose wisely. We have taken 

the liberty of compiling below just some of the critical questions that must have answers before 

states can determine best how to proceed in light of the Court’s decision. We undertake this task 

with a sense of great responsibility, and resolve to only move forward when we have full and 

complete knowledge of all the implications of our decision. 

 

Healthcare Exchanges:  

 

1) Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised 

and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme 

Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to 

interface with Medicaid)? What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations? 
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2) When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential health 

benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued? 

 

3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 

Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect extensions of the 

deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme Court 

ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and 

enrollment functions?  In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing 

a partnership exchange?  Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a 

federal exchange?   

 

4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 

considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How will the long 

term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be sustained? 

 

5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a 

charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax 

credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance 

programs. 

 

6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? 

The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal 

exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange 

is better for our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will 

be.  Taking grant money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a 

federal exchange makes more sense for a particular state. 

 

7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 

states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to 

have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work. 
 

8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal 

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states, when 

will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be 

released? 
 

9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate 

money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the enactment provisions 

of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without 

Congressional action to appropriate money.   
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10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants 

if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to increase 

taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an 

exchange at risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case? 

 

11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, 

and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better?  Will the federal 

government claw back these grant dollars from the states? 

 

12) What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange 

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide Medicaid 

eligibility determination. How will this work if some states participate and others do 

not? 

 

13) Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision in the 

law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people 

will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and 

smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that change, and if so, how would 

you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to buy 

insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking? 

 

14) CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for states to 

improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social service programs. Will 

that funding continue?     

 

15) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, 

states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for 

all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the 

Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), 

advance tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options Program 

(SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves another major question on the table.  What 

about all of the other social service programs? Will states still be able to create an 

eligibility system for all social service programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism? 

 

16) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of 

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must be 

included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing the 

requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures these rules can 

be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market. 
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17) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 

financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high 

risk pool or an exchange? 

 
Medicaid 

 

1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 

topics? 

 

2) Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if a state will be 

participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the exchange 

declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to be implemented 

simultaneously in January 2014. 

 

3) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 

poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced 

federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for ―newly covered‖ 

populations?  

 

4) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100% 

FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP? 

 

5) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to 

the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal 

match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you waive the 

MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to 

comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion 

funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective? 

 

6) Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care codes, 

are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it? Congressional 

Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for PPACA.   

 

7) Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to MAGI 

for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they expand to the 

optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical eligibility criteria to the 

MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria? 

 

8) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but 

then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 

enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population? 
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9) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population 

that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability provisions, the 

use of high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at 

the state’s choice?  

 

10) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 

options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give further input 

on the needed reforms? 

 

11) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not 

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be 

exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical 

services given to these individuals?  

 

12) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 

accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?  

 

13) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a 

methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will 

HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that 

does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state absorb the 

full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as 

part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs 

for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care services? 
 

There will inevitably be more questions that will arise as additional guidance flows from 

your Administration.  With just 18 months until the anticipated implementation date of 

PPACA, we would appreciate prompt answers. 
 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter facing states and the country. We 

look forward to learning from your responses.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Governor Bob McDonnell, RGA Chairman 

Commonwealth of Virginia 



From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: A Fanciful,  But Inaccurate, Premium Support Study
Date: Monday, October 15, 2012 1:23:08 PM

The Kaiser Family Foundation released a study today regarding premium support proposals, which
Democrats have used to attack Medicare reform.  However, the study is an academic exercise that,
by the authors’ own admission, bears little relation to reality.  First and foremost, the study assumes
full implementation of premium support in 2010.  This assumption is particularly problematic, given
the many changes that have taken place in Medicare Advantage since then:
 

Obamacare enacted more than $300 billion in cuts to Medicare Advantage – part of the law’s
$716 billion in Medicare reductions overall;
The Administration came up with a $8 billion demonstration program – one of questionable
merit – to offset the impact of Obamacare’s cuts until after the 2012 elections; and
Private fee-for-service (PFFS) plans have all-but-disappeared from the marketplace, due to
legislative changes; the study admits that “many PFFS plans have exited the market” since the
data for the study were compiled in 2010, but doesn’t attempt to model the impact of this
significant change.

 
In other words, by using a 2010 implementation date, the Kaiser study ignores entirely the impact
of the biggest changes to both Medicare and Medicare Advantage since the programs were
created.  Moreover, the study assumes a “Big Bang” model, whereby all the changes to Medicare
would take place at once – even though it admits that most proposals being discussed “would
gradually phase-in a premium support system in five to ten years,” allowing changes to be
implemented in a way that prevents drastic adjustments.
 
Three other important things you need to know about the Kaiser study:
 

1. The study does not do a good job delineating two separate and distinct phenomena: costs
due to disparities between traditional Medicare and Medicare Advantage, and costs due
to disparities within traditional Medicare itself.  To use one common example, traditional
Medicare’s spending is far greater in metropolitan Miami than in many areas in the upper
Midwest (for instance, Wisconsin).  Yet under current law, all enrollees in traditional Medicare
pay the same Part B premium nationwide – meaning that right now, seniors in Wisconsin pay
higher Part B premiums that subsidize higher levels of spending in Miami.  The premium
support proposal modeled by Kaiser would eliminate this disparity – meaning that under the
study, premiums in traditional Medicare would rise substantially in Miami, to reflect that
area’s much higher spending.  Critics would argue these higher premiums demonstrate the
flaws of the premium support model.  But in reality, that’s not an argument against premium
support – that’s an argument against the status quo in traditional Medicare, under which
high-cost areas have had their spending subsidized by low-cost regions for far too long.

 
2. The study does not fully model the ability of plan switching to reduce costs.  The headline

figure about the number of individuals who would pay more to maintain their current
coverage presumes that beneficiaries would not switch plans at all – not a realistic



assumption under most scenarios.  And the study also assumes that low-income individuals
would not automatically be assigned to a low-cost plan – current practice in Medicare Part D. 
In short, the Kaiser study under-estimates both the impact that beneficiary choices and
structural design could be used to facilitate enrollment in lower-cost premium support plans.

 
3. At no point does the study even attempt to quantify potential budgetary savings from

premium support.  The study goes to great lengths to outline the higher costs, but doesn’t
make any estimate about the savings to the federal government from such a reform – or how
it would improve Medicare’s long-term solvency.  In other words, the study focuses solely on
pain to beneficiaries – without examining the gains to Medicare’s sustainability.

 
The Obama campaign’s response to the study – claiming that seniors “would have to give up their
doctors or pay extra to maintain access to their choices” – is particularly rich.  Mind you, this claim
comes from an Administration that will force millions of seniors out of their Medicare Advantage
plans – not to save Medicare, but to fund Obamacare instead.  It’s yet another example of why
Medicare needs real reform – and why this Administration is both unwilling and unable to deliver on
it.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171



From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: A History Lesson for President Obama
Date: Monday, December 05, 2011 4:18:43 PM

The President will be speaking in Osawatomie, Kansas, tomorrow, and the White House claimed the
President chose the location to commemorate a speech by Theodore Roosevelt at the same spot
just over a century ago.  Unfortunately for the current President, however, observers have noted
that President Roosevelt’s 1910 address in Osawatomie included the following lines:
 

A broken promise is bad enough in private life.  It is worse in the field of politics.  No man is
worth his salt in public life who makes on the stump a pledge which he does not keep
after election; and, if he makes such a pledge and does not keep it, hunt him out of public
life.

 
It is with those comments by Teddy Roosevelt in mind that we deliver the following reminders about
this President’s recent history of breaking his campaign pledges on health care:
 

Promise Made, Promise Broken – “If You Like Your Plan, You Can Keep It:”  The Obama
campaign platform promised that “you will not have to change plans.  For those who have
insurance now, nothing will change under the Obama plan – except that you will pay less.” 
But the Administration’s own estimates revealed that Obamacare’s onerous regulations will
force most firms – and up to 80 percent of small businesses – to give up their current plans,
thus subjecting them to costly new mandates that will increase premiums.  Millions more
seniors will lose access to the Medicare Advantage plans they have and like.
 
Promise Made, Promise Broken – Cut Premiums by $2,500 per Family:  Candidate Obama
promised to cut insurance premiums by an average of $2,500 per family, but in reality the
legislation he signed into law will result in massive premium increases.  The Congressional
Budget Office projects that individual health insurance premiums will increase by $2,100 per
family as a result of Obamacare. 
 
Promise Made, Promise Broken – No New Taxes on the Middle Class:  After giving the
squeezed middle class a “firm pledge” during his campaign that he would not raise “any of
your taxes,” President Obama’s health care law broke that promise no fewer than 12
separate times.  These massive revenue increases will have a devastating effect over the
coming years; destructive taxes on job creators will harm an economy struggling to grow.
 
Promise Made, Promise Broken – Federal Spending on Obamacare:  Candidate Obama
promised his health care plan would cost “$50-65 billion a year when fully phased in.” 
However, the Congressional Budget Office now projects that the REAL cost of the coverage
expansions will be $229 billion in 2020 and $245 billion in 2021 – four times the levels of
spending candidate Obama promised.
 
Promise Made, Promise Broken – Containing Health Care Costs:  In June 2009, President
Obama claimed that any health care legislation must control costs: “If any bill arrives from



Congress that is not controlling costs, that’s not a bill I can support.  It’s going to have to
control costs.”  However, according to the Medicare actuary, national health spending will
go up by $310,800,000,000, thanks to Obamacare. 
 
Promise Made, Promise Broken – Taxing Health Benefits:  Candidate Obama promised not
to “tax health benefits,” and derided his opponent’s proposals to do so.  But Obamacare
FORCES people to buy insurance, so the federal government can tax it at a whopping 40
percent rate.
 
Promise Made, Promise Broken – Individual Mandate:   In 2008, candidate Obama claimed
that penalizing people for not buying health insurance was like “solv[ing] homelessness by
mandating everyone buy a house.”  Yet Obamacare created an unprecedented – and
constitutionally dubious – federal requirement for all citizens to purchase a product merely
because they exist.
 
Promise Made, Promise Broken – Health Care Negotiations on C-SPAN:  Candidate Obama
promised to televise all health care negotiations on C-SPAN, but the process leading up to
Obamacare was plagued with notorious backroom deals.  Worse yet, Obama adviser David
Axelrod received a multimillion dollar severance package indirectly paid for by the
pharmaceutical industry, as part of its “rock-solid deal” with Democrats in Congress and the
Administration.  This broken promise is particularly worth noting given Roosevelt’s
comments in his 1910 speech regarding “the sinister influence or control of special
interests,” which “too often control and corrupt the men and methods of government for
their own profit.”

 
Given all these empty promises on health care – not least the broken promise that the “stimulus”
would keep unemployment below 8 percent – it’s worth asking exactly why President Obama wants
to channel Teddy Roosevelt, seeing as how the latter likely would have been a touch unforgiving
when it comes to all the current President’s broken pledges.
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946



From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: A Microcosm of Obamacare: Subsidy Program Goes Broke
Date: Friday, December 09, 2011 2:05:20 PM

The Hill reports this afternoon that Obamacare’s early retiree reinsurance program is shutting down
at the end of the year.  The program was scheduled to run through 2014, but ran out of money
years ahead of schedule.
 
The program went broke because unions and state governments rushed to the federal government
to receive subsidies.  Data from HHS suggest that more than half of the money went to only 24
organizations – with the biggest recipient being the United Auto Workers union. 
 
It’s yet another telling sign of how the health law rewards Democrat political allies that the $5 billion
program went broke because union-affiliated organizations rushed to the federal taxpayer to receive
what amounts to an Obamacare bailout.  Unfortunately, however, now even that bailout program
needs its own bailout.
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
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To: Interested Parties 
From: Douglas Holtz-Eakin, Stephen Parente and Michael Ramlet 

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 Date: 
Re: Congressional Budget Office Revision to the Affordable Care Act Baseline 

Executive Summary 

The CBO will release its projection of the ACA budget baseline today in the aftermath of the 
Supreme Court decisions. The new baseline is unlikely to be dramatically different from 
prior budgetary outlooks because CBO doesn't yet have all the information needed to 
resolve the uncertainty. 

However, based on information already available to CBO and others, Forum modeling found 
that the cost of the ACA could rise between $72 to $80 billion between 2014 and 2021 if the 
six already publicly announced states opt out of the Medicaid expansions. Alternatively, the 
maximum potential federal budgetary exposure - in the unlikely scenario all 50 states 
opted-out - would be an increase of $562 to $627 billion. Importantly, although the budget 
impact of the ACA may have changed, we do not expect CBO to change its projections 
significantly, as it does not yet have the information to resolve the potential swings in cost. 

Background 

$72-808 
Projected federal 
budgetary impact of 
6 states opting-out 

$567-6278 
Potential federal 
budgetary exposure 
of a 50 state opt-out 

On June 28, the Supreme Court delivered its opinion on the lawsuits challenging the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA). Notably, the Court found that: 

• The Commerce Clause could not be used to compel the purchase of health insurance, 
but that a tax on the uninsured was within the taxing powers of the government. 
Thus, being uninsured is not illegal, but is a taxable event. 

• The federal government could not withdraw all federal Medicaid funding from those 
states that do not undertake the ACA's Medicaid expansion. In effect, the Medicaid 
expansion is now voluntary. 

In the aftermath of the decisions, speculation arose regarding the impact of the Supreme 
Court decision on the budgetary outlook of the ACA. The Congressional Budget Office 
announced it will release its analysis the week of July 23. The revisions are important 
because each August CBO releases its Budget and Economic Outlook: An Update, which 
summarizes changes to the March budget baseline as a result of changes in economic 
conditions, the passage of legislation, and other technical factors. The technical factors 
regularly include administrative decisions, rulemaking and other decisions that alter the 
budget costs of existing laws. The Supreme Court rulings fall into this category. 



Expectations

The release of the CBO revision to the ACA baseline is unlikely to report dramatic changes to
the prior budgetary outlook. That does not mean that the ACA will not end up costing more,
or even less. It does mean that the CBO does not yet have the information needed to resolve
the considerable uncertainty regarding:

• Behavioral Responses to Applying the Mandate as a Tax – The individual mandate
decision removes the stigma of illegality from not purchasing health insurance,
while leaving the tax unchanged. Depending on the magnitude of this effect, there
may be fewer insurance subsidies, more tax payments and a decrease in the net
budgetary cost of the ACA.

• Likelihood of States Opting-‐Out of the Expansion – The Medicaid decision enables
governors to opt-‐out of the expansion. Depending on which states opt-‐out and the
policy flexibility afforded to those states, there could be a dramatic difference in the
net budgetary cost of the ACA. To see this, consider the two following scenarios we
have analyzed.

The ultimate impact will depend upon the particular states that opt out, the sizes of their
populations above and below the poverty line, and the generosity of their Medicaid
programs, among other things. We consider this in more detail below.

Projected Federal Budgetary Impact of States Opting-‐Out

To gauge the impact of several states opting out of the Medicaid expansion, we used a
micro-‐simulation model with state-‐specific health insurance detail. The projected revision
of the ACA budgetary outlook was projected assuming that six states opt out of the Medicaid
expansion based on public statements by each state governor: Florida1, Louisiana2,
Mississippi3, Nebraska4, South Carolina5 and Texas6.

To estimate the federal budget impact of these states not expanding their Medicaid
programs we assumed individuals who do not take Medicaid and are eligible for the
insurance exchange subsidies (those above 100 percent of the federal poverty level (FPL))
will consider taking them even with a minimal premium required for enrollment. In
addition, states that do not offer an exchange will have a federal exchange available to their
citizens and the federal exchange will be able to provide subsidies to citizens in these States.

The result of these six states opting out is an increase in federal budget outlays of $72 to
$80 billion dollars between 2014 and 2021. This reflects a drop in Medicaid coverage of 4.4
million individuals in 2014 compared to the mandatory Medicaid expansion prior to the
Supreme Court ruling. At the same time, there will be a 3.2 million person increase in the
number of people taking up private insurance coverage in 2014.

To analyze the maximum potential federal budgetary exposure of the Supreme Court
decision, we modeled the impact of all 50 states opting-‐out of a Medicaid expansion. While



this is unlikely, it illustrates the taxpayer exposure if federal resources that would finance
the Medicaid expansion are instead provided through health insurance exchanges at
commercial insurance pricing.

The result of all 50 states opting-‐out would be an increase in federal budgetary exposure of
$562 to $627 billion between 2014 and 2021. In this scenario, the population remaining in
Medicaid would likely be non-‐seniors with complex care needs, those living in states where
single adults currently receive coverage (e.g., New York State).

Of course, it is possible (if not very likely) that only those states with very generous
Medicaid spending per person and large populations below the federal poverty limit will
choose to opt out of the Medicaid expansion. If so, the combination of the potentially
higher federal taxes and Medicaid savings will reduce the overall budget cost.

Summary

The CBO will release its projection of the ACA budget baseline in the aftermath of the
SCOTUS decisions. The federal cost could decrease or increase, and potentially increase
substantially. However, we do not expect CBO to change its projections significantly
because it does not yet have the information to resolve the potential swings in cost.

1 Pear, Robert. “Republican Governor of Florida Says State Won’t Expand Medicaid,” New York Times. 2 July 2012.
2 Barrow, Bill. “Jindal Takes Stage in GOP Initiative Against Health Law,” New Orleans Times-‐Picayune. 2 July 2012
3 Niquette, Mark. Wayne, Alex. “Most Governors Won’t Commit to U.S. Medicaid Expansion,” Bloomberg. 5 July, 2012.
4 Wisniewski, Mary. “Nebraska Governor Says State Cannot Afford Medicaid Expansion,” Reuters. 11 July 2012.
5 Dudley, Renee. “Haley Administration ‘Opts Out’ of Health Care Expansion,” The Post and Courier. 29 June 2012
6 Ramshaw, Emily. “Perry: TX Won’t Implement Key Elements of Health Reform.” The Texas Tribune. 9 July 2012
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Summary Bullets 
• The result of these six states opting out is an increase in federal budget outlays of $72 to $80 billion dollars 

between 2014 and 2021. 
 

• Exchange enrollment and subsidy costs are expected to grow until 2018 as a result of an expansion in the 
individual insurance market.  The individual insurance market expands because of further deterioration in 
employer-sponsored insurance and the exchange eligible Medicaid populations (100-133%) in the 6 states 
that opt-out of the expansion. 
 

• Exchange enrollment and subsidy costs are expected to decline after 2018 because the amount of the 
exchange subsidies are unlikely to keep pace with medical cost inflation. 
 

• This reflects a drop in Medicaid coverage of 4.4 million individuals in 2014 compared to the mandatory 
Medicaid expansion prior to the Supreme Court ruling.   At the same time, there will be a 3.2 million 
person increase in the number of people taking up private insurance coverage in 2014. 
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MEMORANDUM 

From: Kathleen S. Swendiman 
Legislative Attorney 
Ext. 7-9105 

Evelyne P. Baumrucker 
Analyst in Health Care Financing 
Ext. 7-8913 

July 16, 2012 

Subject: Selected Issues Related to the Effect of NFIB v. Sebelius on the Medicaid Expansion 
Requirements in Section 2001 of the Affordable Care Act 

This memorandum has been prepared for distribution to more than one congressional office. 

This memorandum provides an analysis of the effect of the Supreme Court's decision in National 
Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius on the Medicaid expansion in the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA). First, we provide a summary of the Court' s decision regarding the constitutionality of the ACA 
Medicaid expansion. Then, using the framework of the Court's decision, which limited the ability of the 
federal government to withhold all federal Medicaid matching funds unless states comply with the ACA 
Medicaid expansion requirements, we address selected questions regarding implementation of the 
Medicaid expansion provision. 

The Supreme Court's Holding in NFIB v. Sebelius on the Medicaid 
Expansion Issue 

On June 28, 2012, the United States Supreme Court, in National Federation of Independent Business v. 
Sebelius (NFIB), 1 a case brought by 26 states and the National Federation of Independent Business, issued 
a highly anticipated decision largely affirming the consti tutionality of the Affordable Care Act (ACA).2 In 
a complex, fractured opinion, the Supreme Court upheld the 2014 ACA Medicaid expansion, but limited 
the ability of the federal government to withhold all federal Medicaid funding unless the states accept and 
comply with the ACA Medicaid expansion requirements. 

1 No. 11-393, slip opinion (U.S. June 28, 2012), available athttp://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/11 pclf/11-393c3a2. pelf. The 
Court also upheld a requirement, beginning in 2014, that most individuals carry health insurance or pay a penalty for 
noncompliance as a valid exercise of Congress' authority to levy taxes. 
2 The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, P.L. 11 1-148, as amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation 
Act of 2010, P.L. 111-152. 
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The new expansion requirements, set forth in Section 2001 of Title II of ACA, provide that, beginning on 
January 1, 2014, nonelderly, non-pregnant individuals under the age of 65 with income below 133 percent 
of the federal poverty level (FPL) will be made newly eligible for Medicaid.3 The Supreme Court found 
that compelling the states to participate in the ACA Medicaid expansion, which the Chief Justice found to 
be essentially a “new program,” or else face the possible loss of all federal funds under the current 
Medicaid program, was coercive and unconstitutional under the Spending Clause of the United States 
Constitution and the Tenth Amendment.4 “Congress may use its spending power to create incentives for 
states to act in accordance with federal policies. But when ‘pressure turns into compulsion,’. . . the 
legislation runs contrary to our system of federalism.”5 The remedy for this unconstitutional violation was 
to limit enforcement of the ACA Medicaid expansion requirements to only withholding the federal 
matching funds offered for “newly eligible” individuals in the ACA Medicaid expansion.6 

   

Three justices, Chief Justice Roberts and Justices Breyer and Kagan, would have held that the Medicaid 
expansion requirements are constitutional, but that the Constitution is violated by the threat to the states 
of the loss of existing federal Medicaid funding if they decline to comply with the ACA expansion. Two 
Justices, Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor, would have held that the ACA Medicaid expansion is 
constitutional in its entirety. Four dissenting Justices, Justices Scalia, Kennedy, Thomas, and Alito would 
have struck down the entire ACA expansion program. In the end, the dissenting Justices agreed with 
Chief Justice Roberts’ plurality that the threat to withhold all ACA Medicaid program funds from non-
compliant states was unconstitutionally coercive, providing a majority of seven Justices on that point.7 In 
an interesting twist, a different majority of five Justices agreed to the Chief Justice’s remedy to strike 
down only the provision withholding all ACA Medicaid federal matching funds for non-compliance with 
the ACA expansion provision.8 

In addition, only Justices Breyer and Kagan were on board with Justice Roberts’ “new program – old 
program” analysis. Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor only agreed to the remedy; otherwise they would 
have upheld the new conditions. The fractured nature of this decision, with its three opinions, adds to the 
complexity of determining its effect on future grant conditions, and on implementation of the ACA 
Medicaid expansion.  

                                                 
3 Section 2001(a)(1)(C) of ACA, 42 U.S.C. §1396a(a)(10)(i)(VIII). From 2014 to 2016, the federal government will cover 100 
percent of the Medicaid costs of these newly eligible individuals, with the percentage dropping to 90 percent, and the states 
covering the difference, by 2020.  
4 U.S. CONST., Art. I, §8, cl.1. 
5 NFIB at 47.   
6 “Newly eligible” individuals are defined as nonelderly, non-pregnant individuals with family income below 133 percent of FPL 
who (1) are not under the age of 19 (or such other age as the state may have elected), and (2) are not eligible under a state plan 
(or waiver) for full Medicaid state plan benefits or for Medicaid benchmark or benchmark-equivalent coverage, or are eligible but 
not enrolled (or are on a waiting list) in such coverage as of December 1, 2009. Section 2001(a)(3) of ACA, as amended, 42 
U.S.C. §1396d(y)(2)(A). For more information on the Medicaid and CHIP provisions in ACA, see CRS Report R41210, 
Medicaid and the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) Provisions in ACA: Summary and Timeline, by Evelyne P. 
Baumrucker et al. 
7 Justices Scalia, Kennedy, Thomas, Alito, Breyer, Kagan, and Chief Justice Roberts. In an unusual move, the four Justices who 
would have struck down the entire expansion program agreed with the Chief Justice that conditioning the continued receipt of 
federal Medicaid funding on states’ compliance with the Medicaid expansion was coercive, and thus unconstitutional, but did not 
join the majority opinion. Only Justices Breyer and Kagan joined Chief Justice Roberts’ controlling opinion. 
8 Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor joined with the Chief Justice and Justices Breyer and Kagan regarding the remedy. 



   

In the portion of Chief Justice Robert’s opinion joined by Justices Breyer and Kagan, the Chief Justice 
opined that the Affordable Care Act’s Medicaid expansion went too far for two reasons. First, the changes 
in the health care law were so broad that they essentially created a different program from the one the 
states originally signed up for, a mandate that the Chief Justice found to be so significant that a state could 
not have anticipated that Congress’ reserved right to “alter” or “amend” the Medicaid program would 
include such drastic changes.9 Second, the requirement that states either go along with the changes or 
possibly lose all their federal Medicaid dollars, which account for about 10 percent of state budgets, 
doesn’t give the states a real choice about whether or not to participate. “In this case the financial 
‘inducement’ Congress has chosen . . . is a gun to the head,” Chief Justice Roberts wrote.10 

In other words, Congress acted constitutionally in offering states ACA federal funds to expand Medicaid 
to the new coverage group. If a state decides to accept the new ACA Medicaid expansion funds, it must 
abide by the ACA expansion coverage rules. However, if a state chooses not to participate in the ACA 
expansion it cannot lose all of its federal matching funds under the current Medicaid program. The states 
must have a “genuine choice” to accept or reject the new ACA expansion funds and requirements that 
come with those funds.11 While Justice Roberts’ opinion is technically the majority opinion only with 
regard to the Court’s remedy, his views are likely to guide the lower courts in the future for new spending 
power challenges to federal grant conditions. 

     

The Supreme Court fashioned a very limited remedy for the unconstitutional threat of the loss of all 
federal Medicaid funds as a condition of implementing the 2014 Medicaid expansion requirements: only 
federal funds offered to finance medical assistance for the new adult coverage group may be withheld if 
the states choose not to expand their Medicaid programs to include this new population.12 As a corollary, 
if a state accepts the new ACA federal funds to expand its coverage to this new group, and the state 
becomes non-compliant with any conditions applicable to the ACA expansion group, again, only ACA 
Medicaid federal funds may be withheld because they are the only funds tied to this “new grant 
program.”13 The Court’s decision only limited this new grant program’s enforcement mechanism; it did 
not specifically affect, change or limit any other Medicaid or ACA provisions. This distinction will be 
important going forward.  

 

Chief Justice Roberts’ brief severability analysis reinforces the point that all Medicaid provisions, 
including pre-ACA and ACA amendments, remain fully intact and operative. First, he stated that the 
provision which gives the Secretary of HHS general authority to withhold all “further [Medicaid] 
payments...to the State”14if she determines the state is out of compliance with any Medicaid requirement, 
continues to be valid except as applied to the ACA Medicaid expansion program.15 Then, the Court found 

                                                 
9 Section 1104 of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. §1304, states that “[t]he  right to alter, amend, or repeal any provision of this 
Act is hereby reserved to the Congress.” 
10 NFIB at 51. 
11 Id. at 57. 
12 Id. at 55. 
13 Id. at 56. 
14 Section 1904 of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. §1396c. 
15 That application was “severed” under a general severability provision, present in the original 1935 Social Security Act, which 
(continued...) 



   

that, even without a specific severability provision in ACA, Congress intended the rest of ACA to remain 
intact even if withholding all federal funds if states do not cover the new adult population in 2014 is 
unconstitutional. Chief Justice Roberts said the Court was “confident” that “Congress would have wanted 
the rest of the Act to stand, had it known that States would have a genuine choice whether to participate in 
the new Medicaid expansion.”16  

This means that if a state declines to expand its Medicaid program to cover the new expansion group, the 
“new program,” the state will forgo only the federal funds (initially 100 percent federal matching payment 
rate) that would have paid for medical assistance for “newly eligible” individuals in that group. However, 
all other provisions of the Medicaid statute, both current and in ACA, are “severed” from this remedy, and 
so remain “fully operative” as provided in law, and should “function in a way consistent with Congress’ 
basic objectives in enacting the statute.”17 New program or not, if a state participates in the ACA 
Medicaid expansion, that part of its program should essentially look the same as it would have before this 
Supreme Court decision.18  

       


As noted above, only three Justices joined with Chief Justice Roberts for his “new program” analysis. 
Nevertheless, this analysis is important for questions about Medicaid provisions in ACA that have some 
relation to, or effect upon, the ACA Medicaid expansion, but which arguably are not part of the expansion 
itself. 

     

As discussed above, a majority of the Justices agreed that Congress cannot compel states to expand 
Medicaid by threatening to withhold all federal money under the current Medicaid program. In the words 
of the Chief Justice, “[t]he threatened loss of over 10 percent of a State’s overall budget, in contrast, is 
economic dragooning that leaves the states with no real option but to acquiesce in the Medicaid 
expansion.”19 

The Chief Justice, in his opinion, reached this conclusion in part by viewing the current Medicaid 
program as distinct from the ACA Medicaid expansion, which he found to be a “new program” under 
ACA. However, the Chief Justice did not state as precisely as some might wish what the ACA Medicaid 
expansion includes and does not include. A good argument may be made that his opinion, taken as a 
whole, provides sufficient guidance to determine what he meant by the term “Medicaid expansion” for 
purposes of his “new program” constitutional analysis under the Spending Clause. At the beginning of 

                                                                 

(...continued) 

states “If any provision of this Act, or the application thereof to any person or circumstances, is held invalid, the remainder of the 
Act and the application of such provision to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.” Section 1103 of the 
Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. §1303.    
16 NFIB at 57. 
17 Id. at 58. 
18 This assumes Congress does not make any legislative changes to current law, and the Secretary does not invoke any of her 
discretionary authorities, such as waiver authorities, to make allowable changes in how a state complies with the statute. 
19 NFIB at 52. 



   

this part of his opinion, he cites Section 2001(a)(1) of ACA20 which defines the new category of coverage 
under the Medicaid expansion as “all individuals under the age of 65 with incomes below 133% of the 
federal poverty line.”21 The Chief Justice goes on to contrast this “expansion in coverage mandated by the 
Act” with the current Medicaid program, noting that “the manner in which the expansion is structured 
indicates that while Congress may have styled the ACA expansion a mere alteration of existing Medicaid, 
it recognized it was enlisting the States in a new health care program.”22 This “structure” included “a 
separate funding provision to cover the costs of providing services to any person made newly eligible by 
the expansion,”23 and the different benefits package for this new group, i.e., “a level of coverage that is 
less comprehensive than the traditional Medicaid benefit package.”24 It seems clear that the ACA 
Medicaid expansion, which the Chief Justice determines to be a “new program,” is the extension of 
Medicaid coverage to the new ACA 133 percent expansion group for which the federal government will 
provide enhanced federal matching funds beginning January 1, 2014.  

Having determined that the ACA Medicaid expansion and the current Medicaid programs are separate and 
distinct programs, the Chief Justice ruled that conditioning continued receipt of all federal Medicaid funds 
on agreeing to the new policy changes to Medicaid that would result from the ACA Medicaid expansion 
was unconstitutionally coercive: “When, for example, such conditions take the form of threats to 
terminate other significant independent grants, the conditions are properly viewed as a means of 
pressuring the States to accept policy changes.”25 

         


Following the Supreme Court’s decision in NFIB, some have argued that the states are no longer required 
to comply with the ACA maintenance of effort provision (MOE), and the modified adjusted gross income 
provision (MAGI) because these requirements should be considered part of the ACA Medicaid expansion 
which the Court determined was a “new program.” The states have a choice whether or not to accept the 
Medicaid expansion funds, so if these provisions are part of that “new program,” these requirements 
would be voluntary. A careful reading of the Court’s holding supports the conclusion that these two 
provisions are unaffected by the Supreme Court’s ruling, and are enforceable under the current Medicaid 
statute. 

 Section 2001(b) of ACA , entitled “Maintenance of Medicaid Income Eligibility,” amends Section 
1902(a) of the Social Security Act,26 to provide that states with Medicaid programs in effect on March 23, 
2010, the date of enactment of the Affordable Care Act, must maintain their programs with the same 
eligibility standards, methodologies, and procedures until the Secretary of HHS determines that the state’s 
insurance exchange is operational. The Medicaid and State Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
MOE for children up to age 19 continues until September 30, 2019. Failure to comply with the MOE 
requirements means a state risks losing all of its federal Medicaid matching funds. The MOE provision 
does not prohibit states from cutting Medicaid in other ways, such as by reducing provider reimbursement 

                                                 
20 42 U.S.C. §1396a(a)(10)(A)(i)(VIII). 
21 Id. at 45. 
22 NFIB at 54. 
23 Id. at 54. 
24 Id. 
25 NFIB at 50. 
26 42 U.S.C. §1396a. 



   

rates or by eliminating optional benefits. Neither are states prohibited from expanding Medicaid coverage 
during the MOE period.27  

The Supreme Court in NFIB gave no indication it considered this provision to be part of the “new 
Medicaid expansion program” for which the states must have a “genuine choice.” Arguably, the MOE 
provision is not part of the “new program” because it is not a requirement that is attached to the new ACA 
expansion funds that a state has a choice to accept, or not; it is a requirement, already in effect, pertaining 
to a state’s current Medicaid population, attached to current Medicaid funds, not future ACA expansion 
funds. While one may argue that the MOE requirement is related to the Medicaid expansion, it would be 
difficult to view this requirement as an integral part of the ACA expansion program itself, particularly 
since the MOE requirement is linked to the date the state’s insurance exchange becomes fully operational, 
which is not necessarily the same date as the ACA Medicaid expansion begins.28 

The Supreme Court’s decision does not make changes to the current Medicaid program. This point was 
made clear in the Court’s severability analysis when it said that “Congress would have wanted the rest of 
the Act to stand, had it known that States would have a genuine choice whether to participate in the new 
ACA Medicaid expansion.”29 This supports the interpretation that the MOE requirement and its 
enforcement by the potential loss of all current federal Medicaid matching funds “stands,” remaining 
untouched by the Court’s ruling.30 

On July 10, 2012, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, Kathleen Sebelius, sent a letter to the 
nation’s governors indicating that while the Supreme Court limited enforcement of the states’ rejection of 
the ACA Medicaid expansion provisions, the Court did not change any other ACA or Medicaid 
provisions. “The Supreme Court held that, if a state chooses not to participate in this expansion of 
Medicaid eligibility for low-income adults, the state may not, as a consequence, lose federal funding for 
its existing Medicaid program. The Court’s decision did not affect other provisions of the law.”31 

A similar line of reasoning applies to the MAGI provision. Section 2002 of ACA, entitled “Income 
Eligibility for Nonelderly Determined Using Modified Gross Income,” amends Section 1902(e) of the 
Social Security Act32 to provide that, starting January 1, 2014, eligibility for Medicaid for most 

                                                 
27 Section 2001(b)(3) of ACA provides for an exemption to this MOE requirement for states that have, or are projected to have, a 
budget deficit, but only for non-pregnant, non-disabled adults who are eligible for medical assistance under a state plan or waiver 
of a state plan, and whose income exceeds 133 percent of the federal poverty level. For more information on the ACA MOE 
provision, see CRS Report R41835, Medicaid and CHIP Maintenance of Effort (MOE): Requirements and Responses, by 
Evelyne P. Baumrucker. 
28 Section 2001(b)(1) of ACA. 
29 NFIB at 57. Justice Roberts’ opinion does not take specific note of the many other provisions in ACA that either make 
structural changes to the Medicaid program or are related in some way to the Medicaid expansion coverage group. This may not 
be surprising since the Chief Justice made it clear that the Court’s limitation on “coercing” a state into covering the new 
Medicaid expansion population did not affect any other provisions of Medicaid or ACA. 
30 A completely different analysis would be required if the MOE provision were challenged as an unconstitutional condition 
under the precedent of NFIB. The narrow holding of NFIB suggests this provision might be found constitutional by the courts, 
particularly since states are required to maintain their current Medicaid programs, not expand them, and, arguably, the MOE 
requirement does not accomplish a “transformation” of the Medicaid program that states could not have anticipated. See CRS 
Report WSLG117, Conditioning Federal Grants after NFIB v. Sebelius: Carrots, Sticks, and New Programs, by Kathleen S. 
Swendiman.  
31 See Letter from Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services, to Governors (July 10, 2012), 
available at http://capsules.kaiserhealthnews.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Secretary-Sebelius-Letter-to-the-Governors-
071012.pdf. 
32 42 U.S.C. §1396a(e). 



   

individuals, as well as for CHIP, will be determined using methodologies that are based on modified 
adjusted gross income as defined in the Internal Revenue Code. Eligibility for advance payments of 
premium tax credits for the purchase of private insurance coverage through state insurance exchanges will 
also be based on MAGI.33  

Following the Supreme Court’s decision in NFIB, if states choose to participate in the ACA Medicaid 
expansion, it appears they will have to comply with all conditions that come with that choice, including 
compliance with MAGI standards for determining income eligibility for the ACA expansion population, 
as well as certain other existing Medicaid eligibility categories.34 If a participating state does not comply 
with MAGI standards for the ACA expansion population, ACA expansion funds could be withheld. As 
Justice Roberts stated in NFIB, “Nor does [this holding] affect the Secretary’s ability to withdraw funds 
provided under the Affordable Care Act if a State that has chosen to participate in the ACA expansion 
fails to comply with the requirements of that Act.”35 

If states choose not to participate in the Medicaid expansion, given the Court’s severability analysis, the 
MAGI standards would still be applicable to other parts of the state’s Medicaid program, CHIP program 
and for determining an individual’s eligibility for federal subsidies toward the purchase of private health 
coverage through the state exchanges. As discussed above, all Medicaid and ACA provisions are 
“severed” from the remedy the Court fashioned to address the unconstitutional threat of the loss of all 
federal Medicaid funds if the states do not accept the ACA expansion funds and attached conditions. 

       

The Supreme Court upheld ACA’s Medicaid expansion provisions, limiting only the possible remedy for 
states that forgo accepting the new expansion funds and the requirements that come with those funds. 
“The Court today limits the financial pressure the Secretary may apply to induce the States to accept the 
terms of the ACA Medicaid expansion. As a practical matter, that means States may now choose to reject 
the expansion; that is the whole point.”36 The Court did not address any of a number of practical issues 
that may arise going forward. 

          

The states now have a “genuine choice whether to participate in the new ACA Medicaid expansion.”37 
The Secretary cannot penalize states that refuse to comply with the expansion requirements by taking 
away their existing federal Medicaid funding, so a state may continue its Medicaid program without 

                                                 
33 Section 2002(a) of ACA, 42 U.S.C. §1396a(e)(a). CMS regulations, effective in 2014, apply the MAGI methodology and 
related eligibility streamlining requirements to all populations that are not MAGI-exempt, including children, parents, adults, and 
pregnant women. See Medicaid Eligibility Final Rule at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-03-23/html/2012-6560.htm. 
34 CMS is currently seeking input on whether states should adopt one methodology for converting existing Medicaid and CHIP 
income eligibility standards into equivalent MAGI standards under ACA, or if states should be able to choose from two or more 
alternatives with CMS approval, according to a notice the agency released June 21, 2012, available at 
http://www.medicaid.gov/State-Resource-Center/Events-and-Announcements/Downloads/MAGI-income-conversion.pdf. 
35 NFIB at 56. 
36 Id. at 57. 
37 Id.  



   

expanding its coverage to the ACA expansion group without any federal financial penalty.38 The initial 
choice to opt in or opt out is clear under the Court’s ruling in NFIB. 

However, the Court did not address such matters as whether a state that chooses to expand its Medicaid 
coverage may later decide to “opt out” of that choice and of the expansion requirements; and, whether, 
now that a state has a “choice,” it must exercise that choice by January 1, 2014, or opt in later if it wishes. 
First and foremost, these practical ramifications of the Court’s ruling in NFIB, will need to be addressed 
by the Secretary of HHS, who has overall authority to implement the provisions of the Affordable Care 
Act, taking into consideration the Supreme Court’s decision.  

While the Court’s holding did not specifically address these and other issues, one may find guidance in 
the Court’s opinion for the question whether a state that chooses to “opt in” to the ACA Medicaid 
expansion may, at a later time, choose to “opt out.” If a state stops providing medical services to the ACA 
Medicaid expansion population, it would no longer be in compliance with the conditions for receiving the 
new expansion funds, and those funds could be withheld or terminated by the Secretary. The Chief Justice 
stated that the Court’s holding does not “affect the Secretary’s ability to withdraw funds provided under 
the Affordable Care Act if a State that has chosen to participate in the ACA expansion fails to comply with 
the requirements of that Act.”39 It would appear that, under NFIB, the Secretary could not also withhold 
federal matching funds under the rest of a state’s Medicaid program. Conceivably, then, a state may leave 
or “opt out” of the ACA Medicaid expansion by refusing the expansion funds, without also losing federal 
funds under the rest of a state’s Medicaid program.  

In general, states always have the ability to end their participation in federal grant programs by refusing 
the federal funds offered, thus ending their obligation to comply with the conditions attached to those 
federal funds. What is unique in this case is the fact that the Chief Justice, for purposes of deciding a 
constitutional issue, essentially separated the ACA Medicaid expansion from the current Medicaid 
program for enforcement purposes. As noted above, only a plurality of Justices agreed to this “new 
program” analysis, so it remains to be seen how much it will be used, or how far it will go, in future court 
decisions. However, there was a majority on board for the actual remedy to limit the Secretary’s 
enforcement of the Medicaid expansion program requirements, and the Court’s opinion set out clear 
parameters for application of that remedy.   

In addition, the Secretary might take the position that, while the states have a choice whether to 
participate in the ACA expansion or not, compliance must begin January 1, 2014, as stated in the statute, 
and opting in at a later time is not an option. On the other hand, if a state does not participate in the ACA 
expansion by that date, and later amends its state plan to meet the ACA Medicaid expansion requirements, 
a state might argue that the Secretary must approve the state plan amendment at that time. In other words, 
does the language “beginning January 1, 2014” mean the state’s choice must be made by that date, or that 
the new Medicaid expansion requirements begin on that date, and when the state chooses to amend its 
state plan to meet those requirements it is eligible for the federal funding? As the Chief Justice said, “[i]t 
is fair to say that Congress assumed that every State would participate in the ACA Medicaid expansion, 
given that States had no real choice but to do so.”40 These new questions arise because of the interaction 

                                                 
38 Other expansion requirements, such as the required expansion of Medicaid eligibility for children ages 6-18 in Section 
2001(a)(5)(B) of ACA, are still in effect after NFIB. This provision is distinct from the provision extending Medicaid eligibility 
to certain other adult groups in Section 2001(a)(1), initially funded at a 100 percent federal matching rate, which was the focus of 
the court’s majority opinion. 
39 Id. at 56. 
40 NFIB at 57. 



   

of the Supreme Court’s decision with a provision Congress thought was simply a modification to the 
existing Medicaid program, not a “new program.”  

          

In general, whatever authorities the Secretary has under the Medicaid statute and other statutes, such as 
waiver authorities, are unaffected by the Court’s decision in NFIB. The Secretary’s broad authority under 
such provisions as “Section 1115”41 continues and may be used by the Secretary in accordance with the 
authorizing statute and her discretion. It may be expected that the Secretary might use her administrative 
authority and possibly also waiver authorities to provide flexibility and appropriate guidance for 
implementing the Affordable Care Act in view of the Court’s decision. Federal agencies have 
considerable discretion to interpret the authorizing statutes of federal programs directed to them for 
implementation. In appropriate cases, the courts will defer to a federal agency’s interpretation of an 
authorizing statute, unless the interpretation is “arbitrary, capricious or manifestly contrary to the 
statute.”42 In the wake of the Supreme Court’s decision in NFIB, the Secretary retains considerable 
discretion to interpret the Affordable Care Act. 

For example, the Affordable Care Act includes a deadline for a state to decide whether or not to establish 
a state insurance exchange, but the law didn’t contemplate states being allowed to opt out of the ACA 
Medicaid expansion without also opting out of their entire Medicaid program, so there is no deadline in 
the statute for that decision. The Secretary may provide guidance which might include “practical” 
deadlines, taking into consideration state legislative processes which may need to be involved in the 
decision to participate or not, and the time needed to meet the 2014 deadline if a state chooses to 
participate in the expansion.  

It is unclear at this point whether states might be able to expand the new ACA expansion partially, for 
example only up to 100 percent of FPL.43 On this point, it is noted that the Supreme Court’s severability 
analysis clearly states that the Court’s ruling does not change any Affordable Care Act provisions 
including those that describe the coverage group, funding levels, or timing for the ACA’s Medicaid 
expansion. As currently written, those provisions appear to be mandatory; they do not, by their terms, 
contemplate a phased-in approach to expansion of the newly eligible population. Presumably, in exchange 
for the 100 percent matching rate, Congress wanted the entire ACA expansion group covered as of 2014. 
The statute provides: “A State plan for medical assistance must . . . provide . . . for making medical 
assistance available . . . to . . . all individuals . . . who are under 65 years of age, not pregnant, not entitled 
to, or enrolled for, benefits . . ., and whose income . . . does not exceed 133% of the poverty line.” 
(emphasis added). Since the statute is very specific that “all individuals” meeting the statutory 
qualifications must be covered, it may be argued that coverage is an all-or-nothing proposition for the 
states.  

Whether the Secretary might be able to use her waiver authority to provide some flexibility on this issue if 
a state does not opt into the Medicaid expansion, such as allowing a state to expand Medicaid coverage to 
adults only up to 100 percent of FPL, is an open question, and some possible legal and administrative 

                                                 
41 42 U.S.C. §1315(a)(1). 
42 Chevron U.S.A., Inc. v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc., 467 U.S. 837, 844 (1984). “The power of an administrative 
agency to administer a congressionally created . . . program necessarily requires the formulation of policy and the making of rules 
to fill any gap left, implicitly or explicitly, by Congress.” Morton v. Ruiz, 415 U.S. 199, 231 (1974).  
43 These options might appeal to some states as a way to reduce the ACA expansion population for whom the state will 
eventually have partial financial obligations, and perhaps to avoid current or future state budget constraints. 



   

issues come to mind that would have to be addressed. The Secretary may, under her Section 1115 
demonstration authority, waive the requirements of specific sections of Social Security Act programs, 
including the Medicaid state plan requirements in Section 1902 of the Social Security Act,44 for any 
“experimental, pilot or demonstration project which, in the judgment of the Secretary, is likely to assist in 
promoting the objectives of title… XIX of this chapter… in a state or states.”45 The Secretary may waive 
the specified provisions “to the extent and for the period he finds necessary to enable such State or States 
to carry out such project.” The Secretary may also use the Section 1115 waiver authority to pay for costs 
that are not otherwise matchable under Section 1903 of the Social Security Act.  

Since the requirement that a state cover all individuals up to 133 percent of FPL is in Section 1902, that 
requirement is theoretically waivable, so long as the resulting demonstration project “is likely to assist in 
promoting the objectives” of the Medicaid program. However, it is not clear that a waiver for a partial 
Medicaid expansion could include continued access to the enhanced federal matching rate.46 Section 
1115(a)(2) stipulates that expenditures under a waiver are eligible for federal matching under Section 
1903 of the Social Security Act, which describes the conditions under which federal financial 
participation is available. However, the enhanced payment rate is in a different provision, Section 1905.47 
In addition, longstanding administrative guidance that requires waiver costs to be budget neutral to the 
federal government over the life of the waiver program would need to be considered.48 



The Supreme Court’s decision in NFIB v. Sebelius marks the first time the High Court has struck down 
conditions on federal grants to states that it determined “cross the line from enticement to coercion.”49 In 
a divided and complex decision, the Court held that Congress cannot threaten the states with the loss of 
all federal Medicaid funding if the states decline to expand Medicaid coverage as mandated by the 
Affordable Care Act. For purposes of the ACA Medicaid expansion program going forward, the most 
important aspect of the Court’s holding beyond its limitation on the Secretary’s ability to withhold all 
federal Medicaid matching funds if a state does not participate in the ACA expansion, is that the Court left 
all the other provisions of ACA intact and fully operative. While this aspect of the Court’s ruling helps to 
clarify some issues regarding implementation of the ACA Medicaid expansion by the states, other 
complex legal and practical questions are not easily addressed this early on.  

When drafting the Affordable Care Act, Congress did not envision that states would have a choice to 
refuse the ACA Medicaid expansion requirements without opting out of the entire Medicaid program. 
Consequently, the Administration is faced with unanticipated implementation challenges and unforeseen 
consequences stemming from the Court’s ruling less than three weeks ago. It is expected that the 
Secretary will use her statutory and administrative authorities to provide appropriate flexibility and 
interpretive guidance for implementing the Affordable Care Act in view of the Court’s decision. Congress, 

                                                 
44 42 U.S.C. §1396a. 
45 Section 1115(a) of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. §1315(a). 
46 States may view coverage up to 100 percent FPL as critical since premium credits are only available for those individuals 
whose MAGI is at or above 100 percent FPL up to 400 percent FPL. Section 1401 of ACA, as amended, 26 U.S.C. §36B(c). 
47 42 U.S.C. §1396d(y). 
48 Medicaid Program, “Demonstration Proposals Pursuant to Section 1115(a) of the Social Security Act Policies and Procedures,” 
59 Fed. Reg. 49249 (September 27, 1994). 
49 NFIB at 58. 



   

also, may decide to direct implementation or change current statutory provisions through the legislative 
and appropriations process. 

 



From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: Administration Report Reveals An Inconvenient Truth: Employers WILL Drop Coverage
Date: Friday, December 30, 2011 9:00:14 AM

On Wednesday, the Administration released a brief report claiming to take success for expanding
access to coverage through SCHIP.  The Administration’s talking point regarding the report was that
1.2 million previously uninsured children gained coverage through the government-run program. 
However, a Washington Post story on the report included this interesting fact, which the official HHS
report conveniently omitted:
 

In addition to the 1.2 million newly insured children, 3 million children who formerly had
private insurance were picked up by [S]CHIP or Medicaid over the same period.

 
In other words, for every child who obtained new coverage through the SCHIP program, an
additional 2.5 children DROPPED their private coverage to obtain subsidized insurance courtesy
of federal taxpayers.  This sky-high “crowd-out” effect – in which individuals drop private coverage
to enroll in a government-funded plan – shows just how attractive Obamacare’s lucrative insurance
subsidies likely will be to both employees and employers beginning in 2014.

But the same Administration that just released a report showing that only two in seven of the
newly enrolled in SCHIP were previously uninsured continues to assert that employers will not
drop coverage en masse.  They maintain this position despite the numerous studies, papers, briefs,
reports, employer questionnaires, consultant presentations, surveys, op-eds, interviews, quotes,
and comments from other prominent Democrats suggesting that employers will drop coverage in
numbers far greater than the White House lets on.  However, this week’s report – or, more
specifically, the crowd-out numbers that HHS decided to omit from the report – reveal the
inconvenient truth this Administration has yet to admit: Employers WILL drop coverage, and the cost
of Obamacare will explode as a result.
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
 



From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: Administration Rules Against Catholic Church on Contraception
Date: Friday, January 20, 2012 11:18:21 AM

The Washington Post is reporting that the Administration “will allow religious organizations a one-
year delay” before complying with a new Obamacare mandate to offer contraceptive coverage –
“but the rule itself and the employers covered by it remain unchanged.”  This rule requires
organizations like religious schools and Catholic hospitals to offer contraceptive coverage to
employees covered by their health plans – even if doing so violates the tenets of their faith.
 
The rule, and the Administration’s broader dealings with the Catholic church, have generated much
controversy.  Some have written that “a part of [the Obama] Administration is at war with Catholic
leaders and Catholic belief.”  Moreover, an Administration that claimed to end the “war on science”
has on multiple occasions related to contraceptive issues manipulated the process, and/or
overridden the recommendations of non-partisan experts, to achieve political victories for its liberal
allies.
 
The bottom line: This decision looks suspiciously like yet another political stunt designed to delay
the controversy by another year, until after the President’s re-election campaign.  Make no
mistake however – this ruling forces religious organizations to violate the fundamental tenets of
their faith, or stop offering health insurance coverage to their employees.  Time will tell whether
those institutions choose the former or the latter course – but neither option should be necessary, if
the Administration had not taken such an unbending approach to appease its liberal base.
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
 



From: Jacobs  Chris (RPC)
To: Jacobs  Chris (RPC)
Subject: Administration"s Amnesia on How Obamacare Will Raise Premiums
Date: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 9:56:01 AM

Testifying before the HELP Committee, Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight Director Steve Larsen just claimed not to
recall all the details of the CBO analysis of health insurance premium increases under Obamacare, but alleged that the impact on
premiums would be “minimal.”  Seeing as how Director Larsen didn’t know all the details, here’s what CBO said on page 6 of its
November 2009 analysis of Obamacare’s impact on premiums:
 

Average premiums per policy in the nongroup market in 2016 would be roughly $5,800 for single policies and $15,200 for
family policies under the proposal, compared with roughly $5,500 for single policies and $13,100 for family policies under
current law.

 
That amounts to a $2,100 per year increase for a family buying individual insurance, thanks to Obamacare – and a $4,600 per family
difference between the increases due to the law President Obama signed and the $2,500 per-family premium reduction candidate
Obama repeatedly promised.  Given that the Administration’s policy is costing a whopping $4,600 per family more than candidate
Obama’s political rhetoric, is it any wonder that the Administration would claim not to remember how much Obamacare will raise
premiums on struggling American families?
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
 
 



 
Making Effective Connections: With or without Health Benefits Exchanges 
(draft) 
By Tom Miller  
American Enterprise  Institute 
 
The version of health benefits exchanges envisioned in the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is a 
classic example of a limited, but potentially good, idea mutating into a politically driven gateway 
to overregulation, income redistribution, and greater federal government control of health care 
decisions. The more benign concept of exchanges envisioned them as mechanisms to help 
coordinate a common marketplace in which willing insurance buyers and sellers might choose to 
reach private agreements. Exchanges could expand the range of limited choices available to most 
workers employed by smaller firms, as well as to individuals seeking coverage outside the 
workplace. They might serve as impartial clearinghouses for information comparing the features 
and performance of various health insurance plans in a particular market area. Finally, they could 
help connect individuals with taxpayer subsidies available for their insurance choices and even 
consolidate multiple sources of financial contributions for someone’s coverage (multiple 
employers, public subsidies, personal funds) into a single payment platform. 
 

The original case for establishing health insurance exchanges pointed to clear problems 
of affordability, access, and choice in current private insurance markets for individuals and small 
businesses. Although individual insurance markets could not possibly perform as badly as the 
health policy elites (who recoil from them like vampires avoid garlic) commonly believed, their 
customers have been burdened by high loading costs for marketing and administration by 
insurers. The limited role of individual insurance as a residual market product for customers 
lacking better options elsewhere in the pre-ACA insurance world also strained its ability to pool 
and manage risk consistently. The small-group insurance market was, and still is, whipsawed by 
counterproductive state-government regulation, a shrinking base of overburdened small-
employer customers, and a shortage of competitive insurance choices.  
 

Health insurance exchanges are not new ideas. Various types have been proposed for 
years as intermediaries to manage the relationship between insurers and their customers and 
perhaps to better organize insurance markets.  However, finding consensus in identifying 
problems is not the same as agreeing on the actual terms of sustainable solutions. Exchanges can 
be dialed up or down the regulatory spectrum. At one end, they might simply provide some 
standardized comparative information on the benefits, premiums, and service quality offered by 
insurers in a particular market. A little further up the scale, they might distribute private 
payments and public subsidies, simplify insurance purchasing and enrollment, and reduce 
transaction costs. At the other end, they could become the exclusive engineers charged with 
redesigning and overseeing most, if not all, insurance sales and purchases.  

 
 The policy parameters involving the role and power of an insurance exchange include 
whether it is voluntary or mandatory. Does it have an exclusive franchise, or must it compete for 
customers? Over what geographic territory and for which market segments does it operate? Does 
it exercise substantial market power as a purchaser or even more political power as a regulator? 
Does it try to pool similar risks or cross-subsidize very different ones? Does it limit or expand 



choices of carriers, plans, and benefits? The more you want to try to do, the more regulatory 
complexity you have. You risk overloading each decision with another more sweeping one down 
the road until the exchange starts looking like a public utility commission.     
 

The ACA designed its version of state exchanges to play a much greater, and more 
controversial, role. Their duties include 
 

• Ensuring compliance with tighter federal regulation of health insurance; 
• Expanding state Medicaid programs; 
• Enforcing the individual coverage mandate; 
• Administering the new health law’s income-based subsidies; 
• Policing insurers’ premium prices; and  
• Eventually controlling a much larger share of the private insurance market. 

 
In just about every case under the ACA, the decision was made to go for more rather than 

less, under the assumption that state-run or federally run exchanges would not be able to 
adequately “reform” the insurance marketplace if they left too many stray sheep outside their 
fences. The ACA rules interpreted a level playing field and common rules regarding pricing and 
benefit design as requiring the rest of the private insurance market to conform to the exchange’s 
politically designated operating rules, rather than the other way around. Competing against what 
is most commonly done in the rest of the marketplace and leaving consumers to choose what 
they prefer apparently would be too hard and fail to deliver the desired political outcome.  Of 
course, whether any resulting selection by consumers is called “adverse” depends on whether the 
criterion used is political or personal.  
 

The ACA’s statutory text and subsequent regulatory guidance are full of limits and 
specifications for the range of the required “essential” and other permitted tiers of qualified 
benefits, along with tight restrictions on cost sharing. The main factor in setting some eligibility 
limits (individuals without offers of employer coverage or participating small firms with no more 
than 100 employees) was budgetary. The on-budget costs to taxpayers for moving even more 
millions of Americans into new, more heavily subsidized, exchange-based coverage on a faster 
timetable would be too transparently unaffordable, administratively daunting, and politically 
disruptive.1 In any case, the ACA’s rules for guaranteed-issue and not-so-adjusted community 
rating will be applied nationwide, even to fully insured (if not yet self-insured) private plans 
operating outside the ACA’s exchanges.  

 
The ACA exchanges initially were marketed as a means to provide new choices to those 

largely shut out of the traditional employer-sponsored group health insurance market, as well as 
to smaller businesses struggling to offer or maintain group coverage for their workers. But the 
law authorizes states to expand offers of exchange-based coverage to businesses with more than 
100 employees, starting in 2017. Critics of the expanding role of federal regulation, mandates, 
and subsidies under the ACA regime would argue that this would open the door wider for 
Washington’s dominant market share and more complete regulatory control in whatever remains 
of “private” insurance markets later this decade. When combined with narrow grandfathering 
and grace periods for many existing insurance benefits plans (temporarily protecting them from 
the newer ACA requirements for fully insured health plans)2 that are biased toward an early 



expiration date, the real goal of the federally directed exchanges appears to be to construct a 
roach motel of centralized regulation, where private plans and their enrollees might check in but 
are not allowed to check out. 
  
 It turns out that to control one thing, and then another thing, and then more and more 
unanticipated things, many congressional legislators and their designated bureaucrats believe 
they will have to control almost everything.    
 
 Not surprisingly, many state officials balked at participating in the ACA’s model for 
“state-run” exchanges, which appeared to be part of a top-down bureaucratic approach for taking 
control of state insurance markets under the guise of implementing the new health law, rather 
than offering a more decentralized, market-driven alternative. Several dozen state governors and 
state legislatures either opposed outright the creation of ACA-compliant exchanges or urged a 
cautious, go-slow approach to further implementation until more details were provided (or the 
Supreme Court decided to overturn the health law as unconstitutional).  
 
 At this point, it appears that a large majority of states will not meet the ACA’s initial 
deadline of January 1, 2013, for federal certification that their state-based exchanges will be 
ready to operate one year later, when the law’s expansion of exchange-based health insurance 
coverage is supposed to begin. HHS has proposed several alternative ways to establish health 
exchanges by that date, including state-federal partnerships (in which states perform at least 
some of the required exchange functions) and federally facilitated exchanges (mostly a new 
name for federally run exchanges).3 However, any of those approaches to developing functional 
health benefits exchanges under the ACA faces major obstacles: 
 

1. Most states will either refuse to set up their own exchanges or prove unable to do so 
for political or technical reasons. 

  
2. The administrative challenges in orchestrating necessary data streams from multiple 

sources (to determine applicants’ eligibility for federal subsidies), creating essentially “new” 
insurance markets, and handling a potential surge in demand for such coverage remain daunting 
and unprecedented. 

  
3. Serious legal questions about the actual statutory authority of federally run exchanges 

to administer premium subsidies remain unresolved, and they are likely to dilute the power of 
any arguments that states must set up their own exchanges to avoid losing control over a 
federally run exchange in their state.4 
 
 What should states do? One option is to simply stand back and hope that federally run 
exchanges will be unsuccessful and collapse for a combination of political, legal, and 
administrative reasons. This is politically appealing in states where opposition to this part of the 
ACA runs strong, although it leaves unaddressed what other sorts of health insurance reforms 
may still be needed within states. 
 

Another option is to approve initial versions of their own state-based exchanges that 
operate under very different and more market-friendly rules not likely to comply with current 



Obama administration regulatory guidance.5 5   For example, such state-run exchanges would be 
likely to adopt an “any willing seller” approach to insurer eligibility, rather than operate as an 
active, exclusive purchaser that prescreens participating insurers to gain bargaining leverage and 
ensure their compliance with standardized coverage benefits and premium rate limits. They 
would operate more like a market facilitator of new coverage options (for state residents seeking 
individual coverage and for small businesses looking for alternatives to traditional group 
coverage), rather than as administrators of an expanded “public” insurance program similar to 
Medicaid. Flexibility, choice, and open competition would be more important than 
standardization, selective contracting, and compulsion.  

 
Such exchange-like mechanisms would involve willing consumers, private providers, and 

employer sponsors as partners rather than as subjects. Administrators would focus on normal 
oversight to ensure compliance with existing state and federal laws, without trying to expand 
them further. Exchange rules would be adopted to mesh with current state rules for the rest of the 
state-regulated market, rather than the opposite. Health benefits guarantees would be kept to a 
minimum, with a broad interpretation of rough actuarial equivalence ensuring opportunities for 
innovation and preference-sensitive variation.  

 
Such state exchanges would rely much more on developing and disseminating consumer-

empowering, impartial information about coverage options, rather than on enacting and 
enforcing choice-limiting regulation. Once a state sets the very basic parameters for insurance 
plans, it would allow carriers to innovate and differentiate their products, as long as they 
adequately inform potential consumers at the point of purchase. State administrators would focus 
on enhancing consumer education, engagement, and empowerment with information tools. They 
would contractually outsource most of the technical operations to private vendors and maintain 
the difference between providing a single shopping point for convenience and requiring an 
exclusive destination for political control.     
 
 Nevertheless, political suspicion remains widespread in many states that the temptation 
for regulatory overreach in exchange-like mechanisms cannot be kept in check, given the ACA’s 
underlying plan to use them primarily as an enforcement arm for its insurance rules and a 
distribution channel for its income-based premium subsidies. Quite simply, any state officials 
involved in establishing a state-run exchange in jurisdictions opposed to most of the ACA’s 
mandates and regulations will be seen as aiding and abetting the latter, rather than vigorously 
resisting them.  
 
  Hence, many states wanting to improve their insurance markets for individuals and small 
firms will need to consider establishing a different type of mechanism. It would operate 
primarily to ensure that beneficiaries can be connected seamlessly with taxpayer subsidies for 
health insurance and useful information for making their coverage choices. To avoid the pitfalls 
of setting up an exclusive political franchise, states should provide these subsidy connectors only 
as a competitive option within the larger insurance marketplace. They may also encourage the 
further growth of nonexclusive private exchanges as either competitors or replacements for state-
sponsored ones. If any such nonexchange exchanges serve a useful role and provide competitive 
advantages, consumers will choose voluntarily to purchase insurance through them. Their market 



share would be determined by the decisions of willing buyers, rather than the designs of political 
brokers. Consumers can redesign their local insurance markets by voting with their own money.  
 
                                                        
1 As the Obama administration’s principles for health reform were converted into legislative language, the White 
House had to master a difficult political balancing act. This involved reassuring many Americans anxious about 
disruptions to their current health coverage and care arrangements or about mounting federal budget deficits, while 
offering more generously subsidized health benefits to lower-income constituents. The reassurance component 
necessitated reaching an initial truce with employer-sponsored insurance plans. Keeping employers’ “private” 
money on the table also helped limit the net budget cost of the first installment of insurance coverage growth. 
Relying on expanded Medicaid eligibility as a less expensive way to accomplish about half of the total targeted 
coverage expansion allowed federal dollars to be stretched further, given Medicaid’s very low reimbursement rates 
for providers. The public-plan option was politically radioactive to highly energized grassroots opponents, who 
feared that the legislation would quickly lead to a single-payer system. Moreover, the combination of vastly 
expanded “public plan” Medicaid coverage and much tighter political regulation of “private” insurers in subsidized 
health insurance exchanges accomplished most of the larger political objective of increasing dependency on 
politically brokered health care, with fewer of the red lights signaling a more direct and expensive expansion of 
Medicare-like coverage to displace private insurance intermediaries. The final law relied on ambiguity, deferred 
decision making, and administrative complexity to dampen political concerns about a federal takeover of 
traditionally private spheres of health care decision making. However, gaining permanent regulatory authority over a 
vast expanse of health care operations and decisions—regardless of how many blanks needed to be filled in later—
fulfilled a crucial political imperative for Democratic party leaders. It also facilitated the continued, less-threatening 
appearance of private operation of most current health care arrangements, albeit under tighter—and potentially 
expanding—political management. See Thomas P. Miller, “Health Reform: Only a Cease-Fire in a Political Hundred 
Years’ War,” Health Affairs 29, no. 6 (2010): 1–5. 
2 Annie L. Mach and Bernadette Fernandez, “Private Health Insurance Market Reforms in the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act,” Congressional Research Service, November 1, 2011. See Appendix B, “Applicability of 
Market Reforms to Health Plans” (19). 
3 Health and Human Services Department, Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Establishment of Exchanges 
and Qualified Health Plans; Exchange Standards for Employers (Final Rule March 27, 2012), 
www.federalregister.gov/articles/2012/03/27/2012-6125/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-
establishment-of-exchanges-and-qualified-health-plans. 
4 Critics of an Internal Revenue Service final rule issued in May 2012 argue that it directly contradicts the actual 
statutory language of the Affordable Care Act for exchange-based health insurance. See Jonathan H. Adler and 
Michael F. Cannon, “Taxation without Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits under the 
PPACA” (Case Research Paper Series in Legal Studies Working Paper 2012-27, July 2012), 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2106789; State of Oklahoma ex rel Scott E. Pruitt v. 
Kathleen Sebelius and Timothy Geithner (Case No. CIV-11-030-RAW, Amended Complaint for Declaratory and 
Injunctive Relief), www.healthreformgps.org/wp-content/uploads/Amended complaint.pdf; and James F. 
Blumstein, Testimony before House Committee on Ways and Means, Health Subcommittee, September 12, 2012, 
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/house ways and means testimony92112.pdf. 
5 Scott Gottlieb and Tom Miller, “How to Reform ObamaCare Starting Now,” Wall Street Journal October 14, 
2010. 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: "MSanderson@rga.org"
Subject: Agenda items for Monday call!
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 12:52:49 PM

PPACA, Marketplace Fairness/Digital Goods, Fiscal Cliff/Tax Task force



From: Lindsay Russell
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: American Action Forum, Cost to States
Date: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 9:59:15 AM

Good morning,
 
As you may remember, The Commonwealth Fund released a report comparing the Romney and Obama Health care plans concluding that Obamacare would significantly outperform Romney
care  Please follow link to review it again:
http://www commonwealthfund org/~/media/Files/Publications/Fund%20Report/2012/Oct/1636 Collins hlt care 2012 presidential election EXEC SUMM FINAL CPI revised 10 02 2012 pdf

However, The American Action Forum released a report today, that shows a state by state impact of the top ten most expensive ACA regulations  Please follow link to read:
http://americanactionforum org/sites/default/files/ACA_regs pdf
 
Please contact me if you are having any issue with the links or if you would like further information
 
Best,
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue  NW  Suite 250 | Washington  DC 20006
P  (202) 662-4149 | C   | l
 
 
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Conrad, Matt (GOV); Eige, Jasen (GOV); Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov; Lindsay Russell;

EGetchell@oag.state.va.us; Mike Adams
Subject: Amicus Brief Update
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:55:25 AM
Attachments: 2012 Amicus Draft - Initial Draft.docx

2012 Amicus Summary - PPACA Amicus 020212.docx
2012 Amicus Brief State Mandates and Burdens Resulting from Federal Health Reform.docx

Importance: High

All:
 
Please find the updated Amicus Brief documents.  A summary and initial draft is attached.
 
This will be discussed by Martin Kent, COS to Gov. McDonnell on today’s Chief of Staff RGPPC COS
call  at 3 PM EDT.
 
To confirm on process, the goal is for RGPPC to be named as joining the amicus, as will Governor
McDonnell individually.  Duncan Getchell of the VA AG office will sign as a SCOTUS admitted
attorney.  The case will be styled as shown in the attached summary. 
 
What we need from you:
 

1.        Legal teams and General Counsels:  Sign off that a majority of our governors are
comfortable with RGPPC being named as joining the amicus.  Questions or concerns
regarding the legal brief should be directed to Martin Kent, COS to Gov Bob McDonnell,  or
Matt Conrad, Deputy COS to Gov McDonnell.   Please respond to Marie at

once you are comfortable from your state. 
 

Martin Kent:  Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov
       Matt Conrad:  Matt.Conrad@governor.virginia.gov  and is (804) 692-2573
 
 

2.         Healthcare advisors and Action Officers:  We need additional data.  Please find attached a
document summarizing state mandates and burdens from PPACA. Additional thoughts are
welcome and data is encouraged. You may send that information to Marie to be
encorporated  at  g.

 
Thanks in advance for your attention to this matter.  About twice a year we have an important issue
we need to turn around quickly—this is one of them. We appreciate your patience.
 
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson



Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
Repulican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rga.org/

 



From: Grace-Marie Turner 
Katie Altshuler To: 

Subject: An idea for your last minute shopping 

Wednesday, December 21, 2011 10:26:37 AM Date: 

All of us at the Galen Institute send you our best wishes for a Meny Christmas, a Happy 
Hanukkah, and all the blessings of this beautiful season. We will be back in the new year with 
more reports as we enter this hugely consequential and decisive year over the future of our 
health sector and our freedom. 

And we commend to you this excellent review that we were delighted to find this morning in 
The American Spectator by David Hogberg, economics correspondent for Investor's Business 
Daily. 

David's advice: "If you need a last minute gift for that health-care policy wonk on your 
Christmas list, you cannot go wrong with Why ObamaCare Is Wrong for America by Grace
Marie Turner, James C. Capretta, Thomas P. Miller, and Robert E. Moffit. The book is written 
in such a lucid, down-to-earth style that it makes an excellent gift even for the person who is 
only marginally interested in health care." 

All blessings to you and your family. 

The Gift That Keeps on Taking 

The American Spectator 

By David Hogberg 

December 21, 2011 

If you need a last minute gift for that health-care policy wonk on your Christmas list, you cannot go 

wrong with Whu ObamaCare Is Wrong for America by Grace-Marie Turner, J ames C. Capretta, 

Thomas P. Miller, and Robert E. Moffit. The book is written in such a lucid, down-to-earth style 

that it makes an excellent gift even for the person who is only marginally interested in health care. 

Turner, Capretta, Miller, and Moffit were vigorous participants in the debate over Obamacare, and 

had the powers that be listened to them we wouldn't be facing the burgeoning mess that we are. As 

Obamacare inevitably results in one disaster after another, having Why ObamaCare Is Wrong for 

America on your bookshelf will serve as an excellent reference for understanding why the disasters 

unfold the way they do. 

While the whole book is well worth reading, two chapters stand out. 

The first is "Impact on ... Taxpayers," which recounts not only how Obamacare will burden taxpayers 

but also the accounting ruses used to give the appearance that it won't bust the budget. There are at 

least two cases in Obamacare of "bracket creep," where inflation pushes incomes into higher tax 

brackets. Starting in 2018, Obamacare levies a tax on "Cadillac" health plans costing over $18,ooo 



annually. While the tax is adjusted each year for inflation, health insurance almost always rises at a 

rate higher than inflation, meaning that over time more and more families will see their health 

plans subject to the tu. The second is a surtax on annual incomes for individuals making over 

$200,000 annually and $250,000 for families. The surtax amounts to 0.9% on wages and 3.8% on 

non-wage income. Yet the tax rate is not adjusted for inflation, so each year more and more 

taxpayers will be ensnared by it. 

But those are only the taxes that are actually in the law. As the authors note: 

ObamaCare is going to push government spending up even more than [the] best-case 

scenario numbers show, and the result will be to force even higher taxes on future 

generations of Americans. That becomes clear only when all of the girnmicks and 

unlikely assumptions that are hiding ObamaCare's true costs are stripped away. 

The first gimmick entailed keeping the "10-year cost" of Obamacare to about $1 tiillion. To achieve 

this, the law contained 10 years of taxes with six-years of costs. That is, while the taxes for 

Obamacare began in 2010, the cost of supplying subsidies for insurance does not begin until 2014. It 

was this dishonesty that enabled supporters of the law to espouse the canard that it reduced the 

deficit by $118 billion. The truth is the first 10 years of supplying insurance subsidies, 2014-2023, 

will leave taxpayers with a $2.3 trillion bill. 

Another gimmick is "double counting." Obamacare does this at least twice. It cuts Medicare benefits 

about $450 billion over a decade to help pay for the insurance subsidies. But the Obama 

administration and Democrats also claimed that the savings would replenish the Medicare trust 

fund. That proved too much even for a Congressional Budget Office that, at the time, '"1lS in a 

Congress still controlled by Democrats. In a December 2009 report, the CBO "let it be known that 

the Medicare cuts couldn't be double-counted. Either they will pay for a new entitlement, or they 
will short up Medicare. But not both." 

Obamacare pulled the same trick with the Community Living Assistance Services and Supports 

program, aka the "CLASS Act." The CLASS Act was intended to be a program that provided long

term care insw·ance. It was supposed to collect $70 billion in premiums before any benefits were 

paid out. But "ObamaCare's authors could not resist the temptation to double dip. They set aside the 

premiums to pay for long-term care insurance claims, but they also counted the premiums to pay 

for ObamacCare's overall insurance expansion." In tl1e end, there will be no $70 billion for either 

purpose. The CLASS Act proved to be such a Ponzi scheme that Obama's Department of Health and 

Human Services eventually admitted that there was no way to make the program work. 

The chapter "What You Can Do to Put the Brakes on ObamaCare" provides citizens with useful tools 

to keep the debate going into the 2012 election. President Obama and the Democrats will hope that 

Obamacare drops off the political radar next year. The chapter offers ways that people who are not 

politicians or pundits can prevent that from happening, such as calling in to talk-radio programs, 

writing letters to the editor, or starting a Facebook page dedicated to discussing the problems of 

Obamacare. And for the very ambitious, the chapter urges you to consider running for office. Of 

course, you can't go into the debate unarmed, so the chapter offers ten basic facts about Obamacare 

that you can memorize. 

And if you need more, well, that's what the rest of the book is for. 

About the Author 



David Hogberg is a reporter living in Washington, D.C. Follow David Hogberg on Twitter. 
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: brandymarty03 ; Candice Whitfield; Marie Sanderson; Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov;

mschrimpf@RGA.ORG
Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32  RSerote@az.gov;

Adam.nordstrom ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; dhiowa  jabot10 ; jboeyink34 ;
ted.pitts.jr ; travisrichmond  wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov;
jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler;
JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@GOV.STATE.LA.US; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov;
brandon.steinmann@governor.state.tx.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; jboeyink ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
debbie ; griffin  wstruble ; wags@la.gov;
Renee.Fargason@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov;
ryan ; eperez@osfr.state.tx.us; nguillemard ; sarah.echols ;
ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott  Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ;
rspendlove@utah.gov; EMainigi ; Joseph.Fadness@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov;
katyoder 99

Subject: An ObamaCare Appeal From the States
Date: Monday, February 07, 2011 7:54:38 AM

FYI- in WSJ. Daniels' op-ed on exchanges. Nice work, Debbie. An
ObamaCare Appeal From the StatesTwenty-one governors representing more
than 115 million Americans have written to Kathleen Sebelius asking for
more flexibility on health-care reform.By MITCH DANIELSUnless you're in
favor of a fully nationalized health-care system, the president's
health-care reform law is a massive mistake. It will amplify all the big
drivers of overconsumption and excessive pricing: "Why not, it's free?"
reimbursement; "The more I do, the more I get" provider payment; and all
the defensive medicine the trial bar's ingenuity can generate.
All claims made for it were false. It will add trillions to the federal
deficit. It will lead to a de facto government takeover of health care
faster than most people realize, and as millions of Americans are added
to the Medicaid rolls and millions more employees (including, watch for
this, workers of bankrupt state governments) are dumped into the new
exchanges.
Many of us governors are hoping for either a judicial or legislative
rescue from this impending disaster, and recent court decisions suggest
there's a chance of that. But we can't count on a miracle—that's only
permitted in Washington policy making. We have no choice but to prepare
for the very real possibility that the law takes effect in 2014.
For state governments, the bill presents huge new costs, as we are
required to enroll 15 million to 20 million more people in our Medicaid
systems. In Indiana, our independent actuaries have pegged the price to
state taxpayers at $2.6 billion to $3 billion over the next 10 years.
This is a huge burden for our state, and yet another incremental
expenditure the law's authors declined to account for truthfully.
Perhaps worse, the law expects to conscript the states as its agents in
its takeover of health care. It assumes that we will set up and operate
its new insurance "exchanges" for it, using our current welfare
apparatuses to do the numbingly complex work of figuring out who is
eligible for its subsidies, how much each person or family is eligible
for, redetermining this eligibility regularly, and more. Then, we are
supposed to oversee all the insurance plans in the exchanges for
compliance with Washington's dictates about terms and prices.
The default option if any state declines to participate is for the
federal government to operate an exchange directly. Which got me
thinking: If the new law is not repealed by 2013, what could be done to



reshape it in the direction of freedom and genuine cost control?
I have written to Kathleen Sebelius, secretary of Health and Services
(HHS), saying that if her department wants Indiana to run its program
for it, we will do so under the following conditions:
• We are given the flexibility to decide which insurers are permitted to
offer their products.
• All the law's expensive benefit mandates are waived, so that our
citizens aren't forced to buy benefits they don't need and have a range
of choice that includes more affordable plans.
• The law's provisions discriminating against consumer-driven plans,
such as health savings accounts, are waived.
• We are given the freedom to move Medicaid beneficiaries into the
exchange, or to utilize new approaches to the traditional program,
instead of herding hundreds of thousands more people into today's broken
Medicaid system.
• Our state is reimbursed the true, full cost of the administrative
burden to be imposed upon us, based on the estimate of an auditor
independent of HHS.
• A trustworthy projection is commissioned, by a research organization
independent of the department, of how many people are likely to wind up
in the exchange, given the large incentives for employers to save money
by off-loading their workers.
Obviously, this is a very different system than the one the legislation
intends. Health care would be much more affordable, minus all the
mandates, and plus the consumer consciousness that comes with health
savings accounts and their kin. Cenhanced by the state's ability to allow more insurers to participate
and offer consumer-driven plans. Through greater flexibility in the
management of Medicaid, the state might be able to reduce substantially
the hidden tax increase that forced expansion of the program will
impose.
Most fundamentally, the system we are proposing requires Washington to
abandon most of the command-and-control aspects of the law as written.
It steers away from nanny-state paternalism by assuming, recognizing and
reinforcing the dignity of all our citizens and their right to make
health care's highly personal decisions for themselves.
So why would Ms. Sebelius and HHS agree to this de facto rewrite of
their treasured accomplishment? A glance at the recent fiasco of
high-risk pools provides the answer. When a majority of states,
including Indiana, declined to participate in setting up these pools,
which cover those with high-cost, existing conditions, the task fell to
HHS. As widely reported, it went poorly, with costs far above
predictions and only a tiny fraction of the expected population signing
up.
If the feds can't manage this little project, what should we expect if
they attempt it on a scale hundreds of times larger and more complex? If
it were only Indiana asking, I have no doubt that HHS would ignore us.
But Indiana is not alone. So far, 21 states—including Pennsylvania,
Texas and Louisiana—have signed the same letter. We represent more than
115 million Americans. Washington's attempt to set up eligibility and
exchange bureaucracies in all these places would invite a first-rate
operational catastrophe.
If there's to be a train wreck, we governors would rather be spectators
than conductors. But if the federal government is willing to reroute the
train to a different, more productive track, we are here to help.
Mr. Daniels, a Republican, is the governor of Indiana.

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Director of Federal Policy



Office of Governor Haley Barbour



From: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

Another Day, Another Doomed ObamaCare PR Blitz Paid 
For By You, The Taxpayer 

March 18, 2011 I Posted by Michael Ricci I Permalink 

"A multipronged assault led by Republicans" to repeal the job-crushing health care law has the 
Democrats who run Washington scrambling to try and repackage ObamaCare for its first anniversarv . 

"White House Seeks to Boost Public Support for Health Bill ," reads the headline in today's Wall Street 
Journal. •NOTE: Please do not confuse that headline with this one from January ("Democrats Seek 
Right Message to Boost Health Care Law,") this one from June of last year ("White House Mounts PR 
Blitz for Health Care Reform,") or this one from August ... of 2009 ("White House Rethinks How It Sells 
Health Overhaul.")• 

Sure enough, much like its predecessors, this re-packaging is off to a rocky start: 

• According to a new national survey out today, barely one in four Americans think their families 
will be better off under ObamaCare - a record low. The survey also shows the share of 
Americans who say that both the cost and the quality of their health care will get worse 
under ObamaCare has reached new highs. 

• Much like when the Obama Administration's top economist admitted in October 2009 that the 
ill-fated 'stimulus' had run its course, lawmakers admit many of the most "consumer-oriented 



changes" in the health care law have already kicked in . As a result, Administration officials will 
"fan out across the country" to try and sell things they admit have fa iled to win over the 
American people. 

• "To help counter Republican criticism," the Obama Administration is trying to signal "more 
flexibility" for states, yet the Health & Human Services Secretary "is showing no signs she will 
bend the rules when it comes to states' biggest concerns." Of course, more than 1 000 
exceptions have been made for employers and unions, but who's counting? 

• Several House Democratic leaders didn't even show up for a press conference yesterday 
marking the anniversary. (Perhaps they were off fretting over "losing the messaging battle over 
spending," too.) 

Whether it's the spending binge in Washington or ObamaCare, Democrats' core problem isn't bad 
messaging: it's continuing to support bad policies that ignore the will of the people and make it harder 
to them to find and create jobs. 

Instead of spending taxpayer dollars trving to resell ObamaCare why not save money land jobs) by 
repealing the law and replacing it with common-sense reforms that lower costs and protect jobs? 
Since January, the new House majority has voted to fu lly repeal the $2.6 trillion health care law; 
to defunct the law as part of H.R. 1; and to repeal the job-destroying 1099 small business mandate. 
This week, Speaker Boehner announced the House will soon vote to eliminate mandatorv spending 
slush funds in ObamaCare. What's more, a majoritv of states are challenging the law in court. 

While Democrats are still trying to hit the reset button on ObamaCare, Republicans are looking 
forward and setting the table for an honest dialogue about the need for action on the job-crushing 
spending binge in Washington. This dialogue will include the explosive growth of autopilot entitlement 
spending - which ObamaCare has only exacerbated. 

SPEAKER PRESS OFFICE 
REP. JOHN BOEHNER (R-OH) 

H-232, THE CAPITOL 
(202) 225-0600 I SPEAKER.GOV 

WEBSITE I CONTACT I PRIVACY POLICY 
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Appendix: Questions  

 
1. If a state assumes the responsibility of overseeing plan management and consumer enrollment 

assistance in the Partnership Exchange, to what degree will the Federal government revert a 

portion of the user fees back to that state? 

 

2. What type of flexibility do states have when building and deploying IT infrastructure to 

support seamless information exchange between their Medicaid programs and Exchanges?  

 

3. How can states find information on approved RFPs or bids from states that have completed 

steps toward building a State Exchange? 

 

4. Will HHS/CMS be able to extend deadlines to accommodate additional time states are 

seeking to complete the IT procurement process? 

 

5. To what degree should there be alignment between qualified health plans (QHPs) operating in 

the Exchange and those operating outside of the Exchange (e.g. network adequacy, coverage 

effective days, performance standards etc.)? 

 

6. What would the governance structures for the Federally-facilitated Exchange and Partnership 

Exchange look like? To what extent will states have representation on the governance board? 

 

7. What does the required MOU agreement look like and what is the timeline for creating that 

agreement with states that will be participating in a Federal Exchange? 

 

8. What are the potential costs to states who participate in the Federal Exchange and how are 

they calculated? 

 

9. Is there a list of services that HHS would be willing to subcontract to states (i.e. patient 

navigators) that participate in the Federal Exchange? 

 

10. Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 133 percent of the federal 

poverty limit (FPL), for example up to 100 percent FPL, still receive the enhanced federal 

medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly covered” populations? 

 

11. Can states phase in expansion of newly covered populations over several years? If states do 

expand Medicaid coverage, can they scale back the expansion in the future as fiscal 

conditions change? 

 

12. When will HHS issue the regulations and methodology for reductions in Disproportionate 

Share allotments? Two, for a state that does not see a decrease in its uninsured population, 

will the remaining state absorb the full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new 

DSH Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new DSH 

Diversion programs for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care services? 

 

13. What are the effects of continuing uncompensated care if Medicaid not expanded 

 

14. What will the increase in demand for health care do to prices for everyone? 

 



15. What are the macro-economic effects on state economies by, for example, expanding 

employment? 

 

16. What additional health care workers will be needed to create adequate access? 

 

17. What incentives will employers have to move workers into expanded Medicaid 

 

18. What incentives will states have to move beneficiaries into the exchanges? 

 

19. Will states be able to pay exchange premiums for beneficiaries if they do not expand 

Medicaid? 

 

20. What is the cost to the state of programs/services that would be paid under expanded 

Medicaid; e.g., community mental health? 

 

21. Will states that previously expanded coverage to the childless adult group be eligible for 

enhanced FFP even if they decide not to proceed with further expansion to the optional adult 

group? 

 

22. What is the formal process for exercising the option to expand? Is it a submission for 

approval to expand or a submission to opt of the expansion? 

 

 

 



From: 
To: 
Subject: 

Date: 

Grace-Marie Turner 

Katie Altshuler 

Are you attending the health care innovation conference next week? 
Monday, April 30, 2012 10:14:27 AM 

JOIN US AT THE 

Cohunbus Club 

at Union Station 

Washington, DC 



Join us next week for Tomorrow is built today: The future of health care innovation. 

featuring ... 

Incentives and Invesbuents in Health Care 

Rep. Renee Elhners, Chainvoman, House Small Business Subcommittee on 

Healthcare and Technology 

Joe Quinn, Senior Director, Issue Management and Strategic Outreach, 

Walmart 

Imran Andrabi, MD, Senior Vice President & Chief Physician Executive 

Officer, Mercy Health Partners 

Michael Russell, II, MD, President, Board of Directors, Physician Hospitals of 

America 

Moderator: Grace-Marie Turner, President, Galen Institute 

Technology's Role iu Modern Health Care 

Rep. Todd Rokita, Member, House Medical Technology Caucus 

C. William Hanson, ill, MD, Chief Medical Information Officer and Vice 

President, University of Pennsylvania Health System 

William O'Leary, Executive Director of Policy, Health and Human Services, 

Microsoft 

Moderator: Nina Owcharenko, Director, Center for Health Policy Studies, The 

Heritage Foundation 

Morning Keynote: The Promise of Personalized Medicine 

John Niederhuber, MD, Chief Executive Officer, Inova Translational Medicine 

Institute 

Saving Lives and Creating Jobs 

Rep. Kevin McCarthy, House Majority 'Whip 

Robert W. Sweebnan, MD, Senior Director Medical Affairs, US Medical 



Affairs Lung Tumor Lead, Oncology Business Unit, Piizer Inc 

Jonathan Rem1ert, President, ZOLL Medical Corporation 

Timothy M. Ring, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, C. R. Bard, Inc. 

Moderator: James Capretta, Fellow, Ethics and Public Policy Center 

Lunch Keynote: Opportunities to Drive Innovation in Health Care 

Alex Azar , II, President, Lilly USA, Eli Lilly and Company 

After a remarkable six hours of oral argument on ObamaCare before the Supreme Court, the 

stage is set for an historic ruling from the High Court on the future of the health law. The 

outcome will determine whether Washington continues to turn an infinite number of regulatory 

dials to try to control one sixth of our economy or whether innovation v.rill be freed to allow 

transformative changes in medical technology, health care delivery, and financing. 

We believe that freedom and the creative spirit will prevail. 

Our fourth annual conference on the Value of Innovation in Health Care vvill showcase top 

experts from around the country and throughout the health sector who will tell us about the 

game-changing innovation to come. The Galen Institute never ceases in promoting policies that 

encourage innovation and patient -centered options for health care. Join us to learn about the 

exciting advances on the horizon. 

Re~ster now to join us at our May 9 conference exPloring the concept of Tomon-ow is built 

todav: The future of health care innovation. Breakfast and lunch will be served. There is 

no fee to attend. 
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December 29, 201 I 

Garth Splinter, MD 
Medicaid Director 
Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
2401 NW 23rd Street 
Suite IA 
Oklahoma City, OK 73107 

Dear Dr. Splinter:, 

Office of Inspector General 
Office of Evaluation and Inspections 
Region VII 
1201 Walnut Street, Suite 934 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Office of the Inspector General (OIG) 
conducts evaluations to improve the integrity of HHS programs. OIG is conducting an evaluation to 
determine the extent to which States are prepared to implement the streamlined eligibility and enrollment 
requirements of Section 1413 (attached) of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) by 
January 1, 20 I 4. This evaluation will also determine the extent to which the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services' (CMS) guidance assists States in implementing the streamlined eligibility and 
enrollment requirements of the ACA. 

In order to conduct this evaluation, we will request that each State complete a brief survey regarding the 
steps the State has taken or plans to take to implement Section 1413, the challenges the State anticipates 
with regard to implementing Section 1413, and the helpfulness of the CMS guidance the State has 
received regarding Section 1413. Please provide us with the name(s) of the staff who should respond to 
this survey for your State. The respondent(s) should be the staff who are most knowledgeable about the 
steps the State has taken or plans to take with regard to implementing the requirements of Section 1413, 
as well as the guidance received from CMS regarding streamlined eligibility and enrollment. There may 
be multiple respondents. The respondent(s) may be employed by the Medicaid agency or another agency 
in your State. If they are employed by the Medicaid agency, please provide their contact information, 
including name, address, telephone number, and email address. If they are employed by another agency 
in your State, please provide us with information for the appropriate point of contact at that agency. 
Please email the contact information to michala.walker@oig.hhs.gov by Friday, January 13, 2012. 

One of the goals of this evaluation is to provide infomiation to CMS on what infonnation and guidance 
States still need to implement the requirements of Section 1413. Prompt responses to both the request for 
a contact person, and to the forthcoming online survey will ensure OIG provides timely information to 
CMS on this issue. The Inspector General Act [5 U.S.C. App 3, section 6(a)(l)] authorizes our access to 
this information. If you have questions or need additional information, please contact my office at 816-
426-5959 and ask for a member of the State Readiness team. 

Sincerely, 

Brian T. Pattison 
Regional Inspector General 

for Evaluation and Inspections 

Attachment 



Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
Section 1413 

Eligibility and Enrollment Systems 
• The Secretary of HHS must establish a system in which residents of each State may apply for 
enrollment, receive a determination of eligibility, and participate in applicable State health subsidy 
programs.* 
• Eligibility and enrollment systems must ensure that individuals applying for any of these State 
health subsidy programs are enrolled in the correct program. 
* Section 2201 of ACA requires States to participate and comply with this requirement; we expect 
that most, if not all, States will establish their own eligibility and enrollment systems. 

Application Forms 
• Each State must use a single streamlined application form that may be: 

• used to apply for enrollment in all of its State health subsidy programs; 
• filed online, in person, or by mail, telephone, or facsimile; 

• filed with any of its State health subsidy programs; and 
• easily completed by applicants. 

Data Sharing and Data Matching 
• Each State must develop a secure electronic interface that allows sharing of eligibility data 
between all of its State health subsidy programs in order to coordinate and verify information 
regarding an applicant's eligibility. 
• To the maximum extent practicable, each State health subsidy program shall establish, verify, and 
update eligibility using data matching arrangements, and determine applicant eligibility on the basis 
of reliable third party data. 
• States must establish data sharing agreements with the Social Security Administration, the 
Internal Revenue Service, and the Department of Homeland Security. 



December 22, 2011 

Garth Splinter, MD 

Medicaid Director 
Oklahoma Health Care Authority 

2401 NW 23rd Street 

Suite IA 
Oklahoma City, OK 73107 

Dear Dr. Splinter: 

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) requires many changes to Medicaid and other state health subsidy 
programs over the next few years. Both the Office oflnspector General (OIG) for the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services and the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) are conducting studies of changes to Medicaid eligibility 
required by ACA. The purpose of this letter is to inform you ofiwo !!Stt.!~§tS related to our respective studies that you and your 
staff will be receiving in the coming weeks. While OIG and GAO are coordinating our data collection activities for these two 
studies so as to avoid duplication to the greatest extent possible, they are separate projects and require separate re§_£On§es. Please 

._,,=-.,,,_.,,,_.,=-'-"''-~·-~·~=,,.,__, ~ ,,_,,,~ ~·="-'~~_,,.~,,__,..,.,,,,_-~= ... ~=-__,, 

respond to each request as you receive them. 

Within OIG, the Office of Evaluation and Inspections is co~~~ation to det~ine the extent to which state~~ 
e_repared to implement the streamlined el~ibility and enrollment requirementSOTSection 1413 of the ACA by January 1, 2014. 

· This evaluation will also detennine the extent to which the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services' (CMS) guidance assists 
states in implementing the streamlined eligibility and enrollment requirements of the ACA. For this evaluation, you will receive 
a ~uest to identify a contact person knowledgeable about your state~~to implement Section 1413, and the guidance 
you have received regarding Section 1413. Then that contact person will receive a request to complete an online survey 
regarding those preparations and guidance. 

GAO is an independent, nonpartisan, federal agency that assists the U.S. Congress in evaluating federal programs. Congress has 
asked GAO to assess the status of states' efforts to implement Medicaid Expansion and establish American Health Benefit 
Exchanges by January 1, 2014. As part of this assessment, GAO will conduct a series of structured telephone interviews with 
Medicaid Directors in a number of selected states to discussMedicaid expansion efforts. At the same time, GAO will administer 
an on-line survey to a designated budget representative in each of the 50 states to evaluate the implications of implementing 
Medicaid expansion and establishing health benefit exchanges on state budget planning efforts. 

If you have questions regarding the OIG evaluation, please contact the office at 816-426-5959 and ask for a member of the state 
readiness team; if you have questions regarding the GAO study, please contact Brenda Rabinowitz, Assistant Director at 
202-512-8706. 

Sincerely, 

--
Brian Pattison Stanley J. Czerwinski 
Regional Inspector General Director, Strategic Issues Team 
for Evaluation and Inspections U.S. Government Accountability Office 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: Attachments: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:14:37 PM
Attachments: 2012 06 28 Medicaid Conf Call agenda.docx

2012 06 28 Medicaid Scotus Highlights.docx
2012 06 28 Politico Overview of Medicaid.pdf

All- for today’s  staff call at 4:30 PM EST—please find attached:
 

1.        Agenda
2.        Medicaid overview
3.        Medicaid overview from Politico, attached and

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0612/77945.html
 
More information will be provided as we complete analysis.
 
Reminder, our governors will discuss all of this on their governors-only call on 7/3. Information was
forwarded earlier this week to you and your schedulers. 
 
-mts
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:16 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Importance: High
 

All: Quick update on the Medicaid opinion.
 

1.      CALL SCHEDULED FOR TODAY:  We will host a call at
4:30 EST today to discuss moving parts with a team of
experts.  1 800 653 7913  access code 4341764



2.     PRESS:  We realize many of you are torn with what to say
regarding the Medicaid expansion piece in your public
states.  We request that you continue indicate that your
state is studying the opinion. We will discuss this today on
the call.  We will discuss Medicaid expansion, MOEs,
healthcare exchanges and a number of other questions you
might have.   While the expansion piece is voluntary,
Medicaid is still a regulatory mess and other pieces of
PPACA for states appear to be intact. 

 
Thanks,
Marie
 

 

 

More:

http://www.scotusblog.com/2012/06/court-holds-that-states-have-choice-whether-to-

join-medicaid-expansion/

 
Court holds that states have choice whether to join
medicaid expansion
The Court’s decision on the constitutionality of the Medicaid expansion is divided and
complicated.  The bottom line is that: (1) Congress acted constitutionally in offering states
funds to expand coverage to millions of new individuals; (2) So states can agree to expand
coverage in exchange for those new funds; (3) If the state accepts the expansion funds, it
must obey by the new rules and expand coverage; (4) but a state can refuse to participate in
the expansion without losingall of its Medicaid funds; instead the state will have the option
of continue the its current, unexpanded plan as is.
 
 The votes for this outcome are divided among several opinions.  Three Justices – the Chief,
Justice Kagan, and Justice Breyer – took the position that depriving a state of all of its
Medicaid funding for refusing to agree to the new expansion would exceed Congress’s power
under the Spending Clause.  Although Congress may attach conditions to federal funds, they
concluded, it may not coerce states into accepting those conditions.  And in this case, taking
away all the states’ funds for the entirety of its Medicaid program just because it disagreed
with a piece of the program would be coercive.  But the remedy for that constitutional
violation is not to declare the expansion unconstitutional – such that even states that want
to participate would not have the option.  Instead, the plurality held that the provision of the
statute that authorized the Government to cut off all funds for non-compliance with the
expansion was unconstitutional.  The result is that states can choose to participate in the
expansion, must comply with the conditions attached to the new expansion funds if they
take that new money, but states can also choose to continue to participate only in the



unexpanded version of the program if they want.
 

Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor would have held the entire expansion program
constitutional, even the provision threatening to cut off all funding unless states agreed to
the expansion.  Their votes created a majority for the proposition that the overall expansion
was constitutional, and that states could choose to participate in the expansion and would
have to comply with the expansion conditions if they did.

 

But there was still no majority about what to do about the states that do not want to
participate in the expansion – the Chief Justice’s 3-Justice plurality voted to strike down the
provision allowing the Government to withhold all funds from states that reject the
expansion; Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor voted to uphold it.

 

The deadlock was broken by the dissenters.  Justice Scalia – writing on behalf of himself, and
Justices Kennedy, Thomas, and Alito – agreed with the Chief’s plurality that the threat to
withhold all funds was unconstitutionally coercive.  But they would have held that the
consequence is that the entire expansion program should be stricken.  The result would have
been that even states that wanted to participate in the program could not.  The plurality’s
approach of simply striking down the provision that allowed withholding all funds if the
state refused the expansion was, in the dissenters’ view, tantamount to rewriting the statute.
 

At this point, that meant that there were 2 votes to uphold the expansion in its entirety, 4
votes to strike the entire expansion down, and 3 votes to strike down only the provision
withholding all funds for non-compliance with the expansion mandate.  So where does that
leave things?

 

Fortunately (for the sake of clarity at least), Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor resolved the
ambiguity by voting with the plurality on the remedy question.  That is, these Justices voted
that if the statute was unconstitutionally coercive, then the remedy would be only to strike
down the all-or-nothing sanction.
 

The consequence was a bottom line of 7 Justices – the Chief, Breyer, Kagan and the four
dissenters – finding the expansion unconstitutional.  But a different majority – the Chief,
Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan – held that the remedy for the violation was to
strike down only the provision allowing the federal government to withhold all Medicaid
funds unless a state agrees to the expansion.
 

 
 



Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: Attachments: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:14:37 PM
Attachments: 2012 06 28 Medicaid Conf Call agenda.docx

2012 06 28 Medicaid Scotus Highlights.docx
2012 06 28 Politico Overview of Medicaid.pdf

All- for today’s  staff call at 4:30 PM EST—please find attached:
 

1.        Agenda
2.        Medicaid overview
3.        Medicaid overview from Politico, attached and

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0612/77945.html
 
More information will be provided as we complete analysis.
 
Reminder, our governors will discuss all of this on their governors-only call on 7/3. Information was
forwarded earlier this week to you and your schedulers. 
 
-mts
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:16 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Importance: High
 

All: Quick update on the Medicaid opinion.
 

1.      CALL SCHEDULED FOR TODAY:  We will host a call at
4:30 EST today to discuss moving parts with a team of
experts.  1 800 653 7913  access code 4341764



2.     PRESS:  We realize many of you are torn with what to say
regarding the Medicaid expansion piece in your public
states.  We request that you continue indicate that your
state is studying the opinion. We will discuss this today on
the call.  We will discuss Medicaid expansion, MOEs,
healthcare exchanges and a number of other questions you
might have.   While the expansion piece is voluntary,
Medicaid is still a regulatory mess and other pieces of
PPACA for states appear to be intact. 

 
Thanks,
Marie
 

 

 

More:

http://www.scotusblog.com/2012/06/court-holds-that-states-have-choice-whether-to-

join-medicaid-expansion/

 
Court holds that states have choice whether to join
medicaid expansion
The Court’s decision on the constitutionality of the Medicaid expansion is divided and
complicated.  The bottom line is that: (1) Congress acted constitutionally in offering states
funds to expand coverage to millions of new individuals; (2) So states can agree to expand
coverage in exchange for those new funds; (3) If the state accepts the expansion funds, it
must obey by the new rules and expand coverage; (4) but a state can refuse to participate in
the expansion without losingall of its Medicaid funds; instead the state will have the option
of continue the its current, unexpanded plan as is.
 
 The votes for this outcome are divided among several opinions.  Three Justices – the Chief,
Justice Kagan, and Justice Breyer – took the position that depriving a state of all of its
Medicaid funding for refusing to agree to the new expansion would exceed Congress’s power
under the Spending Clause.  Although Congress may attach conditions to federal funds, they
concluded, it may not coerce states into accepting those conditions.  And in this case, taking
away all the states’ funds for the entirety of its Medicaid program just because it disagreed
with a piece of the program would be coercive.  But the remedy for that constitutional
violation is not to declare the expansion unconstitutional – such that even states that want
to participate would not have the option.  Instead, the plurality held that the provision of the
statute that authorized the Government to cut off all funds for non-compliance with the
expansion was unconstitutional.  The result is that states can choose to participate in the
expansion, must comply with the conditions attached to the new expansion funds if they
take that new money, but states can also choose to continue to participate only in the



unexpanded version of the program if they want.
 

Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor would have held the entire expansion program
constitutional, even the provision threatening to cut off all funding unless states agreed to
the expansion.  Their votes created a majority for the proposition that the overall expansion
was constitutional, and that states could choose to participate in the expansion and would
have to comply with the expansion conditions if they did.

 

But there was still no majority about what to do about the states that do not want to
participate in the expansion – the Chief Justice’s 3-Justice plurality voted to strike down the
provision allowing the Government to withhold all funds from states that reject the
expansion; Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor voted to uphold it.

 

The deadlock was broken by the dissenters.  Justice Scalia – writing on behalf of himself, and
Justices Kennedy, Thomas, and Alito – agreed with the Chief’s plurality that the threat to
withhold all funds was unconstitutionally coercive.  But they would have held that the
consequence is that the entire expansion program should be stricken.  The result would have
been that even states that wanted to participate in the program could not.  The plurality’s
approach of simply striking down the provision that allowed withholding all funds if the
state refused the expansion was, in the dissenters’ view, tantamount to rewriting the statute.
 

At this point, that meant that there were 2 votes to uphold the expansion in its entirety, 4
votes to strike the entire expansion down, and 3 votes to strike down only the provision
withholding all funds for non-compliance with the expansion mandate.  So where does that
leave things?

 

Fortunately (for the sake of clarity at least), Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor resolved the
ambiguity by voting with the plurality on the remedy question.  That is, these Justices voted
that if the statute was unconstitutionally coercive, then the remedy would be only to strike
down the all-or-nothing sanction.
 

The consequence was a bottom line of 7 Justices – the Chief, Breyer, Kagan and the four
dissenters – finding the expansion unconstitutional.  But a different majority – the Chief,
Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan – held that the remedy for the violation was to
strike down only the provision allowing the federal government to withhold all Medicaid
funds unless a state agrees to the expansion.
 

 
 



Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
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FFIS Weekly Update – August 28, 2012 
 
GENERAL 
August 27, 2012: OMB Publishes Updated Sequester Report for FY 2013 The Budget Control Act of 
2011 (BCA, P.L. 112-25) reinstated the limits on discretionary spending. As such, the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) is required to issue a report on the overall status of discretionary 
legislation by August 20th of each year. The report provides OMB’s current estimates of the spending 
limits set forth in the BCA and its scoring of pending appropriations legislation against those limits. Click 
here for the report: http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/legislative reports/sequestration 
 
AGRICULTURE 
August 24, 2012: USDA Announces $26 Million in Conservation Innovation Grants The Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) awarded $26 million in Conservation 
Innovation Grants (CIG) to 59 entities across 47 states to support projects that test and prove innovative 
approaches to conserving private lands. More information on the new CIG awards can be found here: 
http://tinyurl.com/96bb8k8  
 
August 22, 2012: USDA Announces New Rural Economic Development Funding for Six States USDA 
announced that six states—Iowa, Kansas, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, and South Dakota—will 
receive grants under the Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant Program to help spur economic 
development and create jobs. To read more about the new grants, click here: 
http://tinyurl.com/8gmfwue  
 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
August 27, 2012: SAMHSA Announces Statewide Family Network Program Grants The Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) awarded six new grants, totaling $1.1 million, to 
enhance state capacity and infrastructure under the Statewide Family Network Program. More 
information on the program and grantees can be found at: 
http://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/advisories/1208271827.aspx 
 
August 27, 2012: GAO Issues Report on Medicaid Long-Term Care The Government Accountability 
Office (GAO) conducted a study on states’ requirements and practices for assessing the financial 
eligibility of applicants for Medicaid long-term care coverage. It found that states varied in the extent to 
which they obtained information to verity applicants’ assets. The full report can be accessed at:  
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-12-749 
 
August 24, 2012: CMS Provides Additional Information on Managing Psychotropic Medications for 
Vulnerable Populations The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) published an 
informational bulletin to inform states about additional opportunities and resources to address the use 
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of psychotropic drugs in vulnerable populations: http://www.medicaid.gov/Federal-Policy-
Guidance/Downloads/CIB-08-24-12.pdf 
 
August 24, 2012: GAO Releases Report on Home Energy Assistance for Low-Income Occupants of 
Manufactured Homes GAO released the following study that examines whether the federal government 
could save Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funds by improving the energy 
efficiency of older manufactured homes or replacing them with newer, more energy efficient models: 
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-12-848R 
 
August 23, 2012: ACF Revises Notification Process for Refugee Social Services and Targeted Assistance 
Formula Grant Allocations The Administration for Children and Families (ACF) announced that it will no 
longer publish an annual funding opportunity announcement for these refugee assistance programs. 
Instead, it will publish a notice in the Federal Register as well as post detailed allocation tables on its 
website. More information is available at: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-08-23/pdf/2012-
20798.pdf 
 
August 23, 2012: ACF Updates TANF Question and Answer Document ACF posted new information 
related to an inquiry about the use of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funds for the 
purchase or lease of a trailer or modular unit: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ofa/polquest/usefunds.htm 
 
August 22, 2012: ACF’s Office of Child Support Enforcement (OCSE) Requests Comments on New 
System OCSE is seeking comment on its proposal for a new application, the Child Support Document 
Exchange System (CSDES), designed to collect and maintain child-support case information. Click here 
for details: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-08-22/pdf/2012-20565.pdf 
 
August 21, 2012: ACF Seeks Feedback on CSBG and LIHEAP ACF’s Office of Community Services (OCS) is 
administering a customer service survey on the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) and LIHEAP. It 
released the following letter to encourage grantees to respond: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ocs/liheap/guidance/dearcolleagues/CFI Feedback.html 
 
August 6, 2012: LIHEAP Program Integrity Group Releases Final Report The LIHEAP Program Integrity 
Working Group released the following report outlining recommendations for improving program 
integrity: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ocs/liheap/guidance/dearcolleagues/2012 dear collegague pwig r
pt.html 
 
HEALTH CARE REFORM 
August 24, 2012: CMS Extends Deadline for State Innovation Models Applications CMS extended the 
deadline to September 24, 2012, for its new competitive funding opportunity for states to design and 
test multi-payer payment and delivery models: http://www.innovations.cms.gov/ 
 
August 24, 2012: HHS Announces New Health Care Standards, Delays New Coding The Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a final rule to establish a unique health plan identifier, in 
an effort to simplify the billing process. In addition, the rule makes final a one-year delay, from October 
1, 2013 to October 1, 2014, in the compliance date for use of new codes that classify diseases and health 
problems. For more details, go to: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2012pres/08/20120824e.html 
 
August 24, 2012: New Consumer Assistance Program Grants Awarded The Center for Consumer 
Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) announced $20 million in new funding for 24 states and 
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territories under the Consumer Assistance Program. For a list of awardees as well as how each 
jurisdiction will use the new resources, click here: 
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2010/10/cap-grants.html 
 
August 23, 2012: HHS Announces New Exchange Establishment Grants HHS announced that eight 
states (California, Connecticut, Hawaii, Iowa, Maryland, Nevada, New York, and Vermont) have received 
new grants to help support the establishment of the health insurance exchanges: 
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2012pres/08/20120823a.html 
 
August 23, 2012: HHS Releases New Requirements for Electronic Health Records HHS issued the stage 
2 final requirements that hospitals and providers must meet to qualify for Medicare and Medicaid 
incentive payments as well as the criteria that electronic health records must meet to achieve 
certification: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2012pres/08/20120823b.html 
 
August 22, 2012: CMS Innovation Center Announces 500 Practices to Participate in Primary Care 
Initiative The CMS Innovation Center announced that it has tapped 500 practices in seven states and 
regions to participate in a new public-private partnership as part of the Comprehensive Primary Care 
Initiative: http://www.innovations.cms.gov/initiatives/Comprehensive-Primary-Care-
Initiative/index.html 
 
HOUSING 
HUD Announces Finalists in Choice Neighborhoods Grant Competition The Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) announced that nine applicants are finalists to compete for approximately 
$110 million in FY 2012 Choice Neighborhoods Implementation grants to transform public and other 
HUD-assisted housing in targeted neighborhoods. HUD anticipates naming four to five grant recipients 
later this year. Click here for more information: 
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/press/press releases media advisories/2012/HUDNo.12-
134 
 
INTERIOR 
August 23, 2012: DOI Announces $5.7 Million in State Wildlife Conservation Competitive Grants The 
Department of Interior (DOI), Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) awarded more than $5.7 million in grants 
to seven state fish and wildlife agencies to help conserve and recover imperiled species and habitats 
through the State Wildlife Grants (SWG) Competitive Program.  Further information on the grants and a 
list of awardees can be found here: http://onlinepressroom.net/fws/  
 
LABOR 
August 21, 2012: DOL Issues Guidance on Improving Overpayment Detection and Recovery Efforts The 
Department of Labor (DOL) provided guidance to states about their ongoing responsibilities for 
preventing, detecting, and recovering improper payments of Emergency Unemployment Compensation 
(EUC), Extended Benefits (EB), and Federal Additional Compensation (FAC) programs. The guidance also 
informs states of a new management information measure to capture states’ progress in conducting and 
improving their program integrity activities related to these programs. To view DOL’s guidance, click 
here: http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/UIPL/UIPL 29 12.pdf  
 
August 21, 2012: DOL Announces $11.5 Million in Veterans’ Workforce Investment Grants DOL 
awarded grants totaling $11.53 million to organizations in 11 states through the Veterans' Workforce 
Investment Program. DOL’s announcement can be accessed here: 
http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/vets/VETS20121738.htm  
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August 20, 2012: DOL Announces Supplemental Funding for UI Integrity Center of Excellence DOL 
notified states of the opportunity to apply for funds to become the lead state in establishing a national 
Unemployment Insurance (UI) Integrity Center of Excellence. The center will develop and promote 
innovative UI program integrity strategies to reduce improper payments and prevent and detect fraud. 
More information on the new funding opportunity can be found here: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/UIPL/UIPL 28-12.pdf  
 
NUTRITION 
August 24, 2012: FNS Issues Guidance on Medical Loss Ratio USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) 
issued guidance to states on how to treat medical loss ratio rebates received by Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) households. The Affordable Care Act (ACA, P.L. 111-148) mandates that 
insurance carriers must reimburse consumers if less than 80% of premiums are spent on medical care. 
The complete guidance can be accessed here: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/rules/Regulations/pdfs/082412.pdf  
 
August 23, 2012: FNS Issues Final Rule on FDPIR FNS issued a final rule on the requirements for the 
allocation of administrative funds under the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations and the 
Food Distribution Program for Indian Households in Oklahoma (FDPIR). The final rule updates the 
current regulations to insure that administrative funding is allocated in a fair and equitable manner and 
revises FDPIR regulations to clarify current program requirements relative to the distribution of 
administrative funds to Indian Tribal Organizations (ITOs) and state agencies. A copy of the final rule can 
be found here: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-08-23/pdf/2012-20377.pdf  
 
August 23, 2012: FNS Awards Child Nutrition Administrative Review and Training Grants FNS awarded 
grants to two states—Alaska and Massachusetts—under the Child Nutrition Administrative Review and 
Training Grant Program. These grants will help the states improve their operational accuracy in the 
National School Lunch and School Breakfast programs. To read more about the grants, click here: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cga/PressReleases/2012/FNS-5.htm 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
August 27, 2012: DOT Announces More Than $1.5 Million in State Pipeline Safety Grants The 
Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
announced more than $1.5 million in grants to 22 states for pipeline damage prevention programs. Click 
here for details: http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2012/phmsa2212.html 
 
August 23, 2012: DOT Announces Creation of Freight Policy Council DOT announced the launch of the 
Freight Policy Council, which will focus on improving the condition and performance of the national 
freight network. The council will develop a national, intermodal plan for improving the efficiency of 
freight movement and will work with states to develop a state freight strategy. The Freight Policy 
Council will implement the freight provisions of the recently enacted transportation reauthorization 
legislation, Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21). Click here for more information: 
http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2012/dot9812.html 
 
August 23, 2012: DOT Requests Comments on New FHWA Research and Development Website DOT’s 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is requesting comments from stakeholders on a new Research, 
Development, and Technology Agenda website, intended to ensure that federal research, development, 
and technology (RD&T) activities are addressing the most critical national challenges. Click here for more 
information: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-08-23/pdf/2012-20679.pdf 
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August 22, 2012: DOT Announces New Grant Program to Fight Distracted Driving DOT’s National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) announced a new grant program that will provide 
approximately $17.5 million to states that have laws banning distracted driving in FY 2013.  DOT’s press 
release is here: http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2012/nhtsa3612.html 

The Federal Register notice is available here: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-08-24/pdf/2012-
20926.pdf 
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Oklahoma City is Quickly Becoming the Medical Tourism Destination for 
Oncology Treatment 
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i.hi:m:netrnMhrtt 

Oklailorna City Market Overview Now Available frorn NeafthLeaders~litterStudy 

Press Hdl:'llSC Sou1·~,·· f-le<litiiLca(krs-hlicrSrnJy On Tuesday Nby 3, 2011, 10:00 <1m EDT 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.--(BUSJNESS WIRE)-- HcalthLeadcrs-lnterStudy, a leading provider oftnanaged care market intelligence, reports that 

Oklahotna City is quickly beco1ning the medical tourisn1 destination for oncology care in the United States. According to the recent Oklah0111a 

City A1arket Overview, health syste1ns in Oldahotna City are offering proton therapy treat1nents that are only available in a handful of locations 

nationwide, and the focus on this specialty radiation treatment in this area will generate additional research funding. 

OU Medicine tvil! open a cancer center offering proton therapy in late 2011, positioning itself to compete with market leaders INTEGRTS 

Heallh/ProCure Proton Therapy Center. Patients fro111 23 states, as well as international patients, have already sought treatment at INTEGRIS. 

While two proton therapy centers '¥ill 1nake this location a hot spot, officials 1naintain that supply lVill continue to exceed demand. Other health 

systems in the area will need to amp up their cancer services in order to co1npete for market share, such as Mercy Health Systctn ofOklaho111a, 

which has already hired 11 oncologists to con1pete with the two largest system's cancer programs. 

"Health systems in the Oklaho1na City 111arket are really carving out a name for themselves in cancer care, thm1ks to the fi:Jcus on proton 

therapy oncology treat1nent," said HealthLcaders-InterStudy Market Analyst Jenny Kerr. "As the city becomes a destination for cancer care, 

the pharmaceutical industry may find more clinical trials and phannacy opportunities across- the entire state." 

Jn addition to providing detailed analysis of oncology care expansio11 in the Oklaho1na City market, the Oklahon1a City Market Overview 

proyides local-level insights about 

The n1ove1nent by providers toward programs such as medical hmnes 

Cities across the state that have become hot spots for facility expansions 

Proposed hospital fees and how it would affect the amount of federal tnatching funds the state receives to run its Medicaid program 

Why Phannaceutical Sales Representatives Need Market Overviews 

Niarket Overviews provide a detailed analysis of local healthcare n1arket drivers in 87 of the nation's n1ost dyoainic metro areas. Market 

Overviews are updated throughout the year based on market events, allowing sales reps to be more nimble in U1eir sales efforts. 

About IlealthLcaders-IntcrStudy 

HealthLeaders-lnterStudy, a Decision Resources, Inc. con1pany, is the authoritative source for managed care data, m1a1ysis and nevv·s. For inore 

i.nfonnation, please visit vvw,v.HL-ISY.com. 

About Decision Resources, Inc, 

Decision Resources, Inc. is a cohesive portfolio of c0111panies that offers best-in-class, high-value infom1ation and insights on ilnportant sectors 

of the healthcare industry. Clients rely on this analysis and data to n1ake informed decisions. Please visit Decision Resources, Inc. at 

'""vw. Decision Rc~a~urcesl n c. coin. 

All comJ)any, brand or product naines contained in this document may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective holders. 

http ://finance. yahoo.com/news/Oklahoma-City-is-Quickly-bw-177 44 5 99 5 0 .html ?x=O&. v= 1 6/1/2011 



"Need surgery? Try the heartland. 

By Anne Kates Smith 
Kiplinger's Personal Finance 
Sunday, January 4, 2009; Page F03 

You've heard of medical patients traveling abroad to save on everything from hip 
replacements to nose jobs. But how about heading to Wichita or Oklahoma City? More 
Americans are discovering medical tourism right here in the United States. 

In 2007, Thomas Van Buskirk, 64, a chiropractor in Oakland, Calif., had a blocked carotid 
artery and no insurance. He'd have paid $70,000 to have surgery at a Bay Area hospital, 
and $12,000 plus travel expenses to do it in India. Then he found Oklahoma Heart Hospital, 
which did the surgery for just $15,000. 

"The hospital was new, all-digital, with good food, and the doctor had done hundreds of 
these surgeries," he says. 

Brokers such as Vancouver-based North American Surgery, which helped Van Buskirk, and 
traditional medical-tourism outfits, such as Healthbase, in Boston, are connecting patients 
with U.S. hospitals willing to compete on price with providers overseas and across town. 

Galichia Heart Hospital, in Wichita, recently lowered its price for a coronary bypass to a flat 
$10,000. The hospital discounts a number of procedures for patients willing to pay cash 
upfront, including a hip replacement for $12,000 -- about one-third of the going U.S. rate. 
Discounts stem in part from a building boom that is now putting pressure on administrators 
to fill new facilities. 

For now, many domestic medical tourists are uninsured. But Towers Perrin consultant 
Michael Taylor says interest has picked up among employers. And Healthplace America 
markets a travel-for-care benefit directly to health plans that promises discounts, including 
travel and lodging, on surgeries performed in 10 U.S. cities" 

Read more: http://www. city-data.com/forum/ oklahoma-city /528439- med ica 1-tou rism-okc
okla homa-city-thomas. html# ixzzl 040d UfOH 



Travel Market Report 

HUNGARY, TURKEY, OKLAHOMA SEE GAINS IN MEDICAL TRAVEL 
by Nick Verrastro 
May 19, 2011 

Oklahoma City Attr~~ting Oncology Patients 
O~laho111a City .is ... becoming ·.a. leading . tlestin;:iti()rffRr oncolog)'c.at!': ill. th~. lJ .Sc, iic:cofding !q 
HealthLeaders"interStudy, which provides managed care market intelligence to the pharmaceutical 
industry. Health systems in Oklahoma City are offering proton therapy treatments that are only available 
in a handful of locations nationwide, Healthleaders' recent Oklahoma City Market Overview reported. 

OU Medicine will open a cancer center offering proton therapy later this year, positioning itself to compete 
with thelntegris Health/Procure Proton~her,apyCentElr in Okl<Jh()rna City, according to the report 
P;atiEi~ts .fro.rn .,23 :>t.ates/as. well .• £1s·i.ntern;ition~l .. P,,a(ient~,···h tive £11.rEl~dy ~pl.lghttre.;at111ept·.at.l.11tag r,is. pttiar 
Ol>lal')o/na.·,c:;1tyhef1l.!h syst()rn$i3f;E) Jikelytq.9Ele,fqp•lne,i.rc?J1'l!lr.sf3fy@es •• tq99rnp~!E)f()rmatke\share, 
aGcor<:ling tQ' •tteal.thLeaders. l\llen::y i;Je<1ltl) §y$tem of Qklah0r\1a.ha$.;;ilre;;idy hi.re.ti 11 tidditiont;il 
pncologi$Js• 

Regional Medicalf ourisrn WillDrive Gro.\Mth 
RegiOn;almedioal tourisrn.wlltdrive.theihdustry'sgrow\hirlibe.fut~[e, according to Ian Youngman, a 
writer and researcher specializing in insura.n~eandhealth care iss~e~. Ina recentblogpost on. the 
International.Medical Travel J()u rnal .. ~ ite, Y()u]1.g man makes •tile C,£\!>El.t,hat ri$ing.·triiv!'l! cqst~;d.ue to 
increased gas ·p rica$, .andJhe pplitical/culturalinfluencies.stiaPillg national\he.altli <:lei. ivery $ystems, an!l 
other factors.are ohanging.thedireclion ofrne<;lical.travel; Europeans will stay in or near Europe, North 
Americans will travel for medical care to Central and South America, and Asian, African and Middle 
Eastern medical travelers will seek local treatment, he said. The U.K. based Youngman was a co-founder 
of The General Insurance Market Research Association in Britain. 

ypul)gm~n sails:iri~rnerging Bi5pBit\.lWity:foi'ii:iedics1 foufi.!l111in a sfif!lot\hec9sts !'.1f;Jreverifotive 
rnedioin'?.tO indi\/idqals; "Doctors are now openly arguing something they would not have discussed a few 
years ago - whether people should be forced to pay for self-imposed health problems from obesity, 
smoking, failure to exercise etc. - and the state withdraw help," he wrote. "This is where medical tourism 
can take over from state healthcare, as individuals are forced/encouraged to look after their bodies. 
People service their cars regularly find P?Y .for repairn andimproyernen.t7;, leaying insuranceonly topay 
for accident .d?.m~ge ... s9 ... th?.lpgicil.s•.l.~~~. <;t~\e-he.\3ll[l(;J;1(Ei s1J9yl(J•·p~yfprtt)e· y 11.~)(pe.~tea;,l:l[Jl•.notlqff~.? 
an9qa1· •. se.rvic?rru.nqing· repairs:••c()srneticif11.prpye!'fl~nts or(larnagebrougfitpn.·i'l'f ar'8as t!]<lt.peopl.a.·cao' 
control•(smoking, obesity, .1acl5 ofexercise: Ghildrelll:" 



Particle Therapy Cooperative Group 

Particle therapy facilities in operation (incl. patient statistics): 

!TEP, Moscow Russia p 250 1 horiz. 1969 4246 Dec-10 

St. Petersburg Russia p 1000 1 horiz. 1975 1362 Dec-10 

pSI, Villigen Switzerland p 72 1 horiz. 1984 5458 Oct-10 

Dubna Russia p 200**** horiz. 1999 720 Dec-10 

Uppsala Sweden p 200 1 horiz. 1989 1000 Dec-10 

Clatterbridge England p 62 1 horiz. 1989 2021 Dec-10 

Loma Linda CA.,USA p 250 
3 gantry, 1 

1990 15000 Jan-11 
horiz. 

Nice France p 65 1 horiz. 1991 4209 Dec-10 

Orsay ·France p***** 230 
1 gantry, 1 

1991 5216 Dec~10 
horiz. 

iThemba Labs 
South 200 1 horiz. 1993 511 Dec-09 
Africa p 

IUHealth PTC, IN. USA p 200 
2 gantry, 1 

2004 1145 Dec-10 
Bloomington ' horiz. 

UCSF CA.,USA p 60 1 horiz. 1994 1285 Dec-10 

HlMAC, Chipa Japan C-ion 800/u horiz,,vertical 1994 5497 Aug-10 

TRIUMF, 
Canada p 72 1 horiz. 1995 152 Dec-10 

Vancouver 

PSI, Villigen Switzerland p** 250* 1 gantry, 1 1996 772 Dec-10 
horiz 

G.S.I. 
Germany C-ion** 430/u 1 horiz. 1997 440 Nov-09 

Darmstadt 

HZB (HMI), 
Germany p 72 1 horiz. 1998 1660 Dec-10 

Berlin 

NCC, Kashiwa Japan p 235 2 gantry 1998 772 Dec-10 

HIBMC,Hyogo Japan p 230 1 gantry 2001 2382 Nov-09 

HIBMC,Hyogo Japan C-ion 320 horiz., vertical 2002 638 Nov-09 

PMRC(2), 
Japan p 250 gantry 2001 1849 Dec-10 

Tsllkuba 

NPTC, MGH 
MA.,USA p 235 

2 gantry, 1 
2001 4967 Dec-10 

Boston horiz. 

INFN-LNS, Italy p 60 1 horiz. 2002 174 Mar"09 Catania 

Shizuoka Japan p 235 gantry, horiz. 2003 986 Dec-10 

WERC,Tsuruga Japan p 200 1 
horiz., vertical 

2002 62 Dec-09 

WPTC, Zibo China p 230 
2 gantry, 1 

2004 1078 Dec-10 
horiz. 



Particle Therapy Cooperative Group 

Particle therapy facilities in operation (incl. patient statistics): 

MD Anderson 3 gantry, 1 
Cancer Center, TX.,USA p*** 250 2006 2700 Apr-11 
Houston 

horiz. 

UFPTI, 
FL.,USA p 230 

3 gantry, 1 
2006 2679 Dec-10 

Jacksonville horiz. 

NCC, llsan 
South 

p 230 
2 gantry, 1 2007 648 Dec-10 

Korea horiz. 

RPTC, Munich Germany p** 250 
4 gantry, 1 2009 446 Dec-10 

horiz. 

Procure PTC, 
1 gantry, 1 

Oklahoma City 
OK,USA p 230 horiz, 2 2009 21 .Dec-09 

horiz/60 deg. 

HIT, Heidelberg Germany p** 250 2 horiz. 2009 
treatment 

Nov-09 
started 

HIT, Heidelberg Germany C-ion** 430/u 2 horiz. 2009 
treatment 

Novco9 
started 

UPenn, 
PA.,USA p 230 

4 gantry, 1 
2010 150 Dec-10 

Philadelphia horiz. 

GHMC, Gunma Japan C-ion 400/u 
3 horiz., 2010 treatment Mar-10 
vertical started 

IMPCAS, 
China C-ion 400/u 1 horiz. 2006 126 Dec-10 

Lanzhou 

CDHProton 1 gantry, 1 
trecitment 

Genter, IL.,USA p 230 horiz, 2 2010 
started 

Oct-.10 
Warrenville horiz/60 deg. 

IFJ PAN, Poland p 60 1 horiz. 2011 9 Apr-11 
Krakow 

*degraded beam from 1996 to 2006; dedicated 250 MeV cyclotron since 2007; OPTIS2 patients incl. 
(since Nov 2010) 

**with beam scanning 

***with spread beam and beam scanning (MD Anderson, since 2008) 

****degraded beam 

*****new cyclotron with fixed beam operational since July 2010; the gantry operational since Oct 2010 

Patient statistics of particle therapy facilities worldwide (no. of patients treated in facilities in operation and 
in closed facilities); 
data per end of 2010 (pdf-file for download prepared by PT COG Secretary, May-2011 ) 
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Medical tourism offers novel way to 
reduce health care costs 
Premium content from Kansas City Business Journal - by Aly Van Dyke, Staff 
Writer 

Date: Friday, March 4, 2011, 5:00am CST 

Related: 

Health Care, Travel 

Think of a trip out of town, with a package that includes air fare, a hotel stay for two -
and a visit to a hospital. 

Domestic medical tourism, or sending patients out of town for common procedures, is just 
starting to take hold in the United States. And one local insurance carrier already is on 
board. 

Overland Park-based Allied National Inc. is one of 20 insurance carriers contracting with a 
nationwide network of hospitals that perform back surgeries, hip replacements and other 
common, nonemergency procedures. 

The small-group benefits company started its contract with the 35-hospital BridgeHealth 
Medical Inc. network in January 2010. Since then, it has sent two members from Amarillo, 
Texas, for knee replacement surgery in Oklahoma City. 

The insurance company saved about $11,000 on each procedure - even after travel, food 
and lodging costs. Average cost savings range from 20 to 45 percent, said Vic Lazzaro, 
CEO of BridgeHealth Medical. 

Lazzaro said another benefit is that the hospitals in the network rate among the tops in 
their specialties, increasing the likelihood of a good outcome. 

The network's hospitals offer higher discounts - reaching into the 65 percent range - to 
attract patients they otherwise wouldn't see, Allied CEO Bill Ashley said. Those savings, 
coupled with savings from better outcomes, more than offset the cost of travel for the 
patient and a caregiver and can help reduce premiums. 

http: //www. bizj o urnals. com/kansascity /print-edition/2011/03 /04/medical-tourism-off ers-no... 6/1/2011 
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Allied is unique among its Kansas peers in offering the concept. Larger benefits companies 
say domestic medical tourism has yet to catch the eye of area employers, which deem it 
an aggressive cost-cutting tool that still has a short track record. 

"Most of my clients here have a wait-and-see attitude toward medical tourism," said Mark 
Whiting, a principal in Mercer's Kansas City office. "A lot of people are looking at it and 
thinking about it for down the road, but for the time being, there's not a lot of activity." 

But for smaller carriers, the concept presents a good opportunity, Ashley said. 

"Part of how we compete against the major carriers out there is by being innovative and 
flexible," he said. 

Aly Van Dyke reports about health care for the Kansas City 
Business Journal. Contact her at avandyke@bizjournals.com or 
816-777-2234. Read her blog postings at KCBizBeat or follow her 
on Twitter. 
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• 
Domestic Medical Tourism 
How one company is saving businesses big bucks on employee medical treatments 
By Issie Lapowsky I May 31, 2011 

Page 1 of2 

What can be done about soaring health care costs? There's no single answer, of course. But 
BridgeHealth Medical seems to be providing at least one piece of the complex puzzle: domestic medical 
tourism. 

Launched in 2007, the 20-employee company, based in Greenwood Village, Colorado, negotiates 
discounted rates with hospitals and extends those rates to businesses, which in turn encourage their 
employees to travel around the U.S. for treatment. BridgeHealth started as an international medical 
tourism company but turned to the domestic market in 2010. "The feedback we were getting from 
employers was, 'I'm not sure I want to send my employees on an airplane for 10 hours. But two hours, 
that's OK,' " says CEO Vic Lazzaro, a former UnitedHealthcare executive. 

BridgeHealth won't discuss its revenue, but the company says sales are up 25 percent since it shifted its 
attention to the domestic market, and domestic sales now account for more than 80 percent of the 
company's business. BridgeHealth partners with about 20 insurance companies that administer health 
benefits for self-insured employers. Thanks to those partnerships, BridgeHealth has struck deals with 30 
hospitals and medical centers around the country and sells its services to more than 200 businesses. "It's 
just a good benefit," says Cindy Meyers, benefits manager for Stephens Media, a Las Vegas-based 
company that saved $70,000 in its first year with BridgeHealth. "It was a benefit that could be a cost 
savings to our employees and our medical plan." 

Domestic medical tourism is still a tiny market. BridgeHealth's largest competitor is an 11-employee 
company called Surgical Trip, based in Boca Raton, Florida. It works with 10 employers and three 
insurance carriers. Still, Paul Keckley, executive director of the Deloitte Center for Health Solutions, 
predicts that "this is where the health care industry is going to migrate." He says domestic medical 
tourism could easily surpass the $2.1 billion that Americans spend outside the U.S. on health care. 

Propelling BridgeHealth's growth is a three-way agreement in which all sides seem to come out ahead. 
Companies with self-funded insurance plans benefit with, typically, 20 percent to 40 percent savings on 
such surgeries as lmee replacements and heart bypasses. Patients willing to get on a plane benefit, too. 
Because employers save so much, they encourage their employees to use the BridgeHealth plan by 
waiving copayments and deductibles. And hospitals get access to patients they would otherwise not 
have, allowing them to fill empty beds. 

Katharine Anderson, a network analyst at United Utilities, a telecommunications company in 
Anchorage, Alaska, chose a clinic in La Jolla, California, for surgery to fix a bone spur in her shoulder. 
BridgeHealth negotiated the terms and United paid for Anderson's surgery, hotel room, meals, and other 
costs and flew her back to Anchorage, first class, a week later. 
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Even with those expenses and BridgeHealth's 15 percent fee on United's savings, the company spent just 
$16,000, less than half the $39,000 it would have cost to do the procedure in a local hospital. Anderson 
saved as well. Had she had the surgery in Alaska, her plan would have required her to shell out $1,500 
to cover her deductible and copayment. "I looked into the BridgeHealth plan, and I thought, That's the 
only way I'll be able to afford this," Anderson says. 

Traveling to distant states for major surgery, though, can have downsides for patients, says Judy Dugan, 
a health care researcher at Consumer Watchdog. She worries about sending sick people on a plane, 
because flying increases the risk of blood clots, even in healthy people. She also notes that a procedure 
may require postoperative care in the patient's hometown, but many doctors are reluctant to see someone 
else's patient. 

Those drawbacks aside, proponents argue that the practice of medical travel will ultimately make for a 
better health care system. "Competition is good, especially if you're competing on the basis of quality 
and price, not either-or," Keckley says. BridgeHealth works only with top-quartile providers, as rated by 
CareChex, a hospital-rating division of the Delta Group, and Keckley believes that will be the norm as 
the industry grows. "There's liability involved if you refer someone to a plac() with inferior quality," he 
says. "So these companies will have to say, 'We can offer a better outcome, and, oh, by the way, you can 
also save a lot of money.' That's a pretty great position to be in." 

Copyright © 2011 Mansueto Ventures LLC. All rights reserved. 
Inc.com, 7 World Trade Center, New York, NY 10007-2195. 

http://www.inc.com/magazine/201106/domestic-medical-tourism _Printer_ Friendly .html 6/1/2011 



Barbour Testimony: Salt Lake City, Utah 

July 14, 2011 

Senator Hatch and Members of the Committee, thank you for the privilege of being a part of this 
important hearing on Medicaid. Governors have unique and valuable perspectives on this 
complex entitlement program, and we appreciate your taking the time to discuss this effo1t 
during the Senate recess. 

As debt reduction talks continue in Washington, it is fiscally irresponsible to add hundreds of 
billions in new costs to a Medicaid program that is already overburdened and unsustainable. We 
must address meaningful health care reform. The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(PP ACA) has created widespread uncertainty. 

Medicaid is strangling state budgets now and causing business owners to halt job creation and 
investment because they can't know their costs or obligations for PP ACA employee health care. 
The job numbers last week emphasized it. The June unemployment rate stands at 9.2 percent, 
and the economy only created 18,000 jobs last month and 25,000 for the month before. Labor 
market recovery once again has not happened this sunnner, with job creation essentially flat for 
the second straight month. 

States went into their budget seasons facing a combined shortfall of $86 billion, according to the 
National Conference of State Legislatures. The stimulus funding cliff and Medicaid mandates 
forced states to choose healthcare spending over other state priorities like education and public 
safety. On July 7, 2011, a chart in the Wall Street Journal indicated Medicaid comprises an 
average 22 percent of state budgets, followed by K-12 education (21 percent) and higher 
education (10 percent). A second chart demonstrated that K-12 and higher education each bore 
more than twice as many budget cuts as Medicaid during mid-year budget cuts in the last fiscal 
year, even though Medicaid comprises a larger share of the average state's budget. 

Governors, in bipartisan fashion, have asked Congress for relief from onerous Maintenance of 
Effmt requirements both in January and as recently this past Saturday. On July 9, Governors 
Gi·egoire and Heineman wrote on behalf of the nation's governors, "Budget challenges have 
driven many states to implement reductions in Medicaid programs and the severe limitations on 
further reductions posed by federal maintenance-of-effort requirements and the proposed access 
regulations, are causing state Medicaid spending to rise even faster without increased flexibility 
for governors to administer the program to best meet the needs of their individual states." 

As Congress considers tightening its belt and reducing federal spending for Medicaid, remember 
to grant the flexibility states need to provide health care to the poor without overburdening 
taxpayers. Otherwise, states will be forced now to increase state taxes or reduce funding for 
education, transpmtation and public safety. If federal Medicaid spending is reduced - tmd 
flexibility from Washington's rules is not granted, the most likely, if not the only permissible, 
source of savings would be additional reductions in payments to doctors and hospitals. This 
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option would force states to run afoul of the proposed PPACA requirements regarding physician 
access. Washington is setting states up for failure. 

Exacerbating the problem, CMS has failed to provide reliable guidance and direction on just 
about all of the PPACA changes. The most recent proposed regulations on exchanges is full of 
holes. The Administration needs to be honest with states and the American people about the 
federal government's own readiness to meet the requirements of PPACA. 
In addition, recent information from CMS about setting Medicaid rates and access will burden 
states. What states need is freedom from Washington to focus on patients - not new mandates 
from Washington to fill out more paperwork. In addition, the delays in guidance about Health 
Information Technology initiatives hinder states' ability to begin the program. In fact, states are 
required to implement some mandates within weeks after CMS issues final regulations. This is 
unrealistic. 

On May 23, 2011, Senator Hatch and Chairman Upton wrote the nation's governors and 
requested our input to modernize the Medicaid program. Senator Hatch, you wrote - and I 
quote, "We are concerned that the program is failing patients; is a target for waste, fraud, and 
abuse; and is bankrupting both state and federal governments." I agree. The program is broken 
and must be fixed. 

Governors appreciate your reaching out to discuss needed health care reform. Such discussions 
never occurred during the debate of the PPACA despite multiple requests from governors to be 
included in discussions. In fact, as you might remember, governors from both parties were 
excluded from a White House-arranged meeting on February 25, 2010, at the Blair House to 
discuss health care reform. This meeting was pitched as a bipartisan, open and honest discussion 
about needed reform, yet governors, critical stakeholders in this infamous reform, were not 
present. 

Unlike the bipartisan Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act, or 
welfare reform of the 1990s, where governors and states were pmi of the solution, PPACA was 
an exclusive, pmiisan effort that expanded a broken system while placing billions of taxpayer 
dollars at risk every year. Americans are no closer to affordable health care with the passage of 
PPACA than they were before the debate began. 

You and your colleagues here today have taken a different approach. In May, you requested 
governors' feedback on our challenges and sought ideas to make Medicaid better. As you 
suggested, Republican governors representing 29 states and 5 5 .4 percent of the population 
submitted written recommendations on June 13. I appreciate the opportunity to share with you 
the challenges states face in implementing this complex program. Each governor faces a unique 
set of problems regarding Medicaid, malcing a one-size-fits-all solution impossible. 

To that end, I am here today to discuss the Republican governors' seven guiding principles 
included in our June 13 response to you and Chairman Upton. We continue to believe that 
Governors must have the flexibility to make program adjustments in a timely manner, given our 
ever-changing economy. Governors are ready to work with Congress and the Administration to 
develop a better path, one that gives states greater leeway in determining how to provide safety 
net health care while allowing states to be good stewards of taxpayer dollars. 
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First, states and territories are best able to make decisions about the design of their health 
care systems based on their respective needs, cultures and values. 

PP ACA will add $26 billion in new administrative costs alone to Medicaid over the next decade. 
The high price tag will be split almost evenly with $14 billion to be paid by the federal 
government and $12 billion to be paid by the states. By 2019, administration costs are expected 
to reach $30.5 billion and continue growing at an annual rate of 5.2 percent. Such expensive red 
tape is not only onerous but unnecessary. Through greater flexibility in the management of 
Medicaid, states might be able to reduce substantially the hidden tax increase that forced 
expansion of the program will impose. 

More simply and directly put: what works in Vermont, may not work in Mississippi; and what 
works in Arizona, may not work in Florida. We are all very different, both culturally and 
demographically, and should have the flexibility to deal with the health of our people. 

The federal government's efforts to tie our hands do not acc01mt for state-specific needs, nor 
does it improve care. It simply imposes extra expense on taxpayers. 

Second, states and territories also should have the opportunity to innovate by using 
flexible, accountable financing mechanisms that are transparent and hold states 
accountable for efficiency and quality health care. Such mechanisms may include a block 
grant, a capped allotment outside of a waiver, or other accountable and transparent 
financing approaches. 

The FY2012 House Budget proposal recommends a federal block grant. As a governor, I 
appreciate the House putting this concept on the table. As Congress works to get federal 
spending under control, I understand that cuts must be made. Governors would be willing to 
accept cuts to their Medicaid programs if Congress would give us the flexibility to run our 
programs efficiently. We believe that we can run a quality Medicaid program at a lesser cost
saving the federal and state government's money. 

In 2009, Rhode Island entered into a historic agreement with the Bush Administration where the 
State agreed to cap Medicaid spending for a five-year period (thus giving the federal government 
budget certainty) in return for the federal government granting substantially greater flexibility 
than Medicaid rules traditionally allow. 

Rhode Island collapsed 11 different waiver programs under a single Global Waiver. That 
empowered state policy makers to create a consumer-centered health care delivery system that 
assures beneficiaries have access to services and supports more appropriate and most needed 
care in the least restrictive and most cost-effective setting. 

Contrary to what some in Washington think, state lawmakers and policy makers are capable of 
malcing informed decisions. Rhode Island used the flexibility to begin rebalancing its long-term 
care system by offering more home- and community-based options for seniors and the disabled, 
mandated care coordination management to achieve better health outcomes and integrate service, 
and institute value-based purchasing approaches program-wide to ensure quality and access at a 
price taxpayers can afford. And Rhode Island managed to accomplish all of this, save 
approximately $100 million in two fiscal years without changing eligibility guidelines. 
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In return for total flexibility in managing my Medicaid program, I would agree to a block grant
type funding mechanism of the FMAP to Mississippi capped at, say, two or three percent per 
annual increase, or at one half of the average national increase, saving the federal government 
more than $100 million a year compared to the average increase in federal Medicaid costs 
nationally. I emphasize "total flexibility" to run our program, but note, since my state is about 
one percent of the nation, that deal nationally would save about $10 billion a year in federal 
spending. Since every state is different, states will have different opinions regarding the 
implementation of block grants, but such flexibility is critical, and the conversation regarding 
block grants needs to occur between Congress and Governors. What worked in Rhode Island 
may not be the solution in Mississippi, but it should be left to state policy makers -- who balance 
budgets and actually manage the Medicaid program -- to decide. 

The status quo must be changed. The cunent process, which states are required to follow in 
order to make changes to their programs (either via a state plan amendment or a waiver), is time 
consuming, costly and challenging to navigate. States should not have to kowtow to CMS to 
request permission to do what is right for their unique situations. From a bureaucratic standpoint, 
CMS's process moves at a snail's pace. A state may wait months or years for CMS to approve or 
deny program changes for immediate needs. 

The renewal of the Healthier Mississippi Demonstration Waiver is a good example ofCMS's 
lethargic response to states' seeking to tailor their programs to meet the needs of their people. 
The Healthier Mississippi Waiver provides coverage for a segment of the aged and disabled 
population with incomes at or below 135 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) who are not 
eligible for Medicare and do not otherwise qualify for Medicaid. Medicaid began submitting its 
renewal documents in July 2009 and did not receive final approval until October 2010, 15 
months later. And this was for renewal of an already successful program providing care to the 
elderly and disabled that only required minor adjustments to the original waiver. 

My colleagues in other states have experienced similar interaction with CMS. 

Texas's 1115 concept paper was submitted in April 2008 and negotiations broke down more than 
a year ago because CMS wanted them to spend more money and expand eligibility. Texas 
wanted to provide care for more low-income individuals in the private market. 

One of the most visible and humorous examples of this bureaucracy is from my friend, Governor 
Hebert. After working with CMS for 9 months on a waiver and hearing no response, Utah 
received an email denying their request. Governor Herbert did not receive resolution until he 
personally lobbied the President back in February when the governors visited the White House. 
Should states have to go through such hurdles to manage their programs? 

The nation has lost the benefits of innovation in the past few years. Look back to the creation of 
the state Children's Health Insurance Program. No one knows its history better than you, 
Senator Hatch. And no one deserves more credit for its creation than you. But SCRIP at the 
federal level was preceded by innovation by states--Florida, New York, and Pennsylvania. 
SCRIP is an overwhelmingly bipartisan and popular endorsement of state flexibility and capped 
federal allotments. Some of us dare to call this model for what it is--a block grant. 
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After the creation of SCRIP, the creativity of states was unleashed during the Bush years. Call 
the roll across the country and you will find innovation in states as diverse as Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, West Virginia, Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana, Iowa, and Idaho. 
These were states led by Democrats and Republicans alike. Ask former governor, now Secretary 
of Agriculture, Tom Vilsack about his ideas on basic health insurance coverage. Ask Phil 
Bredesen how important flexibility granted by the Bush Administration was to his 
Administration. Now try to name states that have been granted innovative, comprehensive 
waivers during the current Administration, 

Look at the expansion of home and community-based services during the Bush years. States 
accelerated the shift from institutional care to community based care because they were allowed 
to do so in their own way at their own pace. 

Third, Medicaid should be focused on quality, value-based and patient-centered programs 
that work in concert to improve the health of our states' citizens and drive value over 
volume, quality· over quantity·, and, at the same time contain costs. 

The Medicaid Program is broken from both a budget and health outcomes perspective. The 
growth in federal Medicaid medical service spending is unsustainable, increasing almost 8 
percent annually during the past 10 years. In Mississippi, the PP ACA will result in a massive 
expansion of Medicaid, which is projected to cost Mississippi taxpayers up to an additional $1.7 
billion over the next decade despite little spending during the first four of those years. This 
increase will add 390,000 to 400,000 new individuals to Mississippi's Medicaid rolls, a two
thirds increase, meaning one-in-three Mississippians will be on the state's Medicaid program. 
With full implementation by 2020, PPACA will cost Mississippi's taxpayers $443 million a year, 
increasing our state Medicaid cost by half and far outpacing the growth of our revenues. The cost 
will only rise in subsequent years and the collective impact to states will be $118 billion through 
2023. 

In Mississippi we offer every Medicaid beneficiary a free annual physical exam. Very few 
accept our offer, and federal law prohibits us from requiring them to do so. In my state, we have 
some of the highest incidences of obesity, heart disease, diabetes and cancer. Ifwe could require 
Medicaid beneficiaries to have an annual exam, it would allow for early detection and proper 
treatment, improving the quality of life for thousands of Mississippians. We also believe it 
would save money within a year or two. Preventive care is obviously important, so we are 
currently partnering with the Mississippi Healthcare Alliance, a physician-led organization that is 
helping us promote screenings and physical exams through community outreach and meetings 
with physicians. However, Medicaid programs should have the flexibility to require 
beneficiaries to get an annual exam to ensure our goal of promoting the use of primary and 
preventive care. As it stands, we cannot provide incentives to Medicaid recipients to encourage 
healthier behaviors without going through the infamous waiver process. States want to focus on 
patients and improve their programs. The problem is that Washington gets in the way. 
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Fourth, states and territories must be allowed to streamline and simplify the eligibility 
process to ensure coverage for those most in need, and states must be able to enforce 
reasonable cost sharing for those able to pay. 

States should invest in technology and improved capabilities to determine eligibility; however, 
states should set their own eligibility thresholds. The dramatic expansion of states' Medicaid 
populations in 2014 will greatly worsen an already costly challenge: Tracking individuals and 
families. 

For example, after I became Governor, Mississippi began requiring face-to-face redetermination 
of eligibility for most Medicaid beneficiaries. The face-to-face meeting allows Medicaid a one
on-one interview to educate and assist eligible beneficiaries with enrollment in programs. 
During the in-person interview, discussions take place with other household members and if they 
qualify for Medicaid services, they are enrolled. For example, a beneficiary may be offered 
information on our Mississippi Cool Kids Program, or, as you might know it, the Early Periodic 
Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment Program, which provides a comprehensive array of 
medically necessary services. 

The state allows exceptions to the face-to-face redetermination for nursing home residents, foster 
care children, disabled children living at home and anyone home bound, such as an elderly adult 
in a home- and-community based waiver program. As a whole, this process has proven very 
successful. Mississippi has a 0.1 percent eligibility error rate, the third lowest in the country, 
compared to the national average at 6.74 percent. Taxpayers are paying an average of more than 
$6,000 fur each person on Medicaid in Mississippi fur a plan lhal is more generous lhan mosl 
private plans. I believe an annual review to ensure those receiving Medicaid benefits are truly 
eligible is in the best interest of both beneficiaries and taxpayers. We think it is impmiant to 
provide the right services to the people, but note that the Maintenance of Effort provisions get in 
the way of other states implementing this policy at this time. Allowing states to implement what 
Mississippi has done ensures that care gets to those who truly need it. If the eligibility error rate 
fell from 6. 7 4 percent to 1. 7 4 percent, far above Mississippi's .1 percent, federal and state 
governments would save a combined $20 billion a year. 

Secretary Sebelius noted in a February 23, 2011, letter that Congress gave states additional 
flexibility to impose cost sharing in Medicaid in the form of co-payments, deductibles, 
coinsurance and other similar charges without requiring states to seek federal approval or a 
waiver. However, this option is available only for the population above 133 percent FPL, or the 
optional population, not the mandatory population. Further, these federal regulations do not 
allow a provider to deny services to an individual on the basis of the individual's ability to pay. 
No cost-sharing measures can be imposed on the bulk of Medicaid enrollees. 

The federal government should give states the flexibility to increase enrollee cost sharing and 
permit cost sharing for all enrollees. For example, more than half of Mississippi Medicaid 
recipients are children. When the federal government ties states' hands by not allowing cost 
sharing for children's care and guarantees service regardless of payment, cost-sharing measures 
become pointless. 
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Enforceable co-pays and steeper tiers of co-pays for all emollees are examples of how Medicaid 
could incentivize beneficiaries to choose an equivalent service at a lower cost. It is important for 
consumers to have some personal responsibility for their own health care. For example, if a 
Medicaid emollee wants a certain drug advertised on television that costs 10 times as much as a 
generic brand, which is its molecular twin, a state should be able to charge a $20 or $50 co-pay 
for the brand name drug and $1 co-pay for the generic drug, unless a doctor gives a medically 
necessary reason why the generic is unacceptable. A patient or a parent will choose the $1 route 
almost every time, resulting in the same quality of health care but at much lower costs for the 
taxpayer. This is done for Americans with private insurance every day. 

Other states are working to shift their programs to more a preventative care mode. Utah has 
submitted a waiver which would allow them to increase copays for beneficiaries and move 
providers away from fee-for-service payment model. Louisiana is working on one waiver to 
create a coordinated care system (Coordinated Care Networks) and another waiver to combine 
care for at-risk children that includes Medicaid, Juvenile Justice and Education. My other 
neighbor, Alabama, has a state-of-the-art Maternity Care program that coordinates care for 
pregnant women. This program has saved Alabama taxpayers money and improved care. 
Governors could do much more with improved flexibility and better tools in our toolbox. 

Senator Hatch, please remind your colleagues that the majority of Medicaid spending occurs 
because states have expanded eligibility and services beyond the federal entitlement. In response 
to state pleas for flexibility as states were confronted with their funding crises, CMS basically 
told states they can cut certain optional eligibility groups and optional benefits. That is true from 
a kgal perspective but far from helpful. Prescription drugs are an optional benefit under federal 
law. Home and community based services are optional. To tell states that we can entirely 
remove optional eligibility groups but we cannot re-determine eligibility more frequently or be 
trusted with figuring out how much of a co-payment to charge to encourage use of generics 
rather than brand name drugs is misguided and short-sighted. We applaud your efforts to secure 
relief from the MOE. The statutory provision is difficult enough but the CMS interpretation 
which is even more restrictive than the law undermines the Administration's credibility when 
federal officials talk about flexibility. 

Fifth, states and territories can provide Medicaid recipients a choice in their health care 
coverage plans, just as many have in the private market, if they are able to leverage the 
existing insurance marketplace throngh innovative support mechanisms. 

States should have the ability to reward individuals for participating in health promotion or 
disease prevention activities without having to go through a third-party contractor, and we should 
look for ways to provide easier access to private insurance for Medicaid clients who would 
prefer to access the commercial market in lieu of Medicaid. Policy makers could consider 
allowing vouchers for Medicaid recipients. 

The federal government doesn't need to tell states how to leverage the existing marketplace; they 
need to give us the tools and allow us the flexibility to design systems to enhance the private 
market through innovative support mechanisms - which may look different in all 50 states. 
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In Mississippi, I have supported a conservative, market-based health insurance exchange that 
does not include subsides or an individual mandate, much like that of Utah. We have more than 
135,000 small businesses employees who could be served through such a mechanism, covering 
more people and providing a means for private coverage to follow the person, not the job. 

Mississippi also has one of the most successful risk pools in the country, covering 3,600 
individuals. Before PPACA passed, thirty-five states, including Mississippi, already operated 
high-risk pools covering more than 200,000 Americans. The federal govermnent decided state 
risk pools weren't enough and through PP ACA, allocated $5 billion and required new duplicated 
risk pools to be established. That subsidized program in theory would allow more people to 
switch to a less-expensive option. CBO predicted 200,000 people, who had been denied 
coverage because of pre-existing conditions, would be covered by the new federal risk pool 
between 2011and2013. They were wrong. As of April 30, 2011, there are a total of21,454 
individuals utilizing the federal high-risk pool and 75 of them are Mississippians. 

Sixth, territories must be ensured full integration into the federal health care system so 
they can provide health care coverage to those in need with the flexibility afforded to the 
states. 

Currently, Puerto Rico's federal share is only thirty five percent, putting a strain on the local 
budget that limits Puerto Rico's ability to offer the range of services States offer. Governor 
Fortuno tells me that Puerto Rico is also the only jurisdiction in the United States in which 
seniors are not automatically emolled in Part B of Medicare, causing many seniors to opt into the 
program after the enrollment period ends, at which point they must abo pay substantial !ale 
enrollment penalties. Puerto Ricans have a distinguished history of serving in the Armed Forces, 
but they are denied coverage in Tricare Premium, the best health policy for our men and women 
in uniform. 

There is no justification for these disparities. The 3.8 million natural born US citizens in Puerto 
Rico deserve the right to have the same benefits of our national health care program, including 
having the flexibility to adequately implement a state health care program. 

Seventh, states must have greater flexibility in eligibility, financing and service delivery in 
order to provide long-term services and support that keep pace with the people Medicaid 
serves. New federal requirements threaten to stifle state innovation and investment. In 
addition, since dual eligibles now constitute 39 percent of Medicaid spending, Medicare 
policies that shift costs to the states must be reversed and the innovative power of states 
should be rewarded by a shared-savings program that allows full flexibility to target and 
deliver services, which are cost effective for both state and federal taxpayers. 

One way Mississippi wants to improve long-term care is a specialty-skilled nursing facility for 
children. There is a need in Mississippi for a specialty-skilled nursing facility for the care of 
medically complex and fragile children. The state wanted to use Civil Money Penalty Funds 
(CMP) as start-up money for the development of this specialty-skilled nursing facility for 
children. Prior to PP A CA, states were not required to seek CMS approval to use CMP funds. 
With the passage of PP ACA, the use of CMPs were expanded, but utilizing the funds now 
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requires CMS approval. Mississippi petitioned CMS to use the CMP funds for the specialty
skilled facility and the request was denied. 

We know what we need, and we have a plan to get children who require ventilation services out 
of a hospital into a more home-like setting, but CMS is preventing us from getting there even 
though the money is in the CMP account to pay for it . This is just another example of CMS not 
allowing states to be innovative or granting the necessary flexibility to make each Medicaid 
program meet individual states' needs. 

Another example of how the cost of the Medicare program is being shifted to states is in the 
Medicare Part D 'clawback'. States must pay a share of this Medicare benefit in addition to 
being required to pay for some drugs not covered in this program for those dual eligibles. In 
addition, Medicare only covers nursing home services if skilled care, such as active therapy, is 
needed and only for 100 days, not ifthe person just simply needs 24/7 care. The burden of 
nursing home care after the 100 days is borne by the state's Medicaid program. 

Secretary Sebelius has opined that flexibility is at the states' disposal to control costs. Although 
there are avenues states currently can utilize to try to make changes to their programs, making 
these changes is often lengthy, time consuming and burdensome to states. CMS continuously 
tells states to be creative and flexible in developing new programs and implementing changes to 
existing programs to provide smarter care choices. However, all of these things require CMS 
approval. They shouldn't. 

On Friday, July 8, Secretary Sebelius annom1ced a demonstration project with states to address 
the challenge of serving our citizens who are eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid, the so
called "dual eligibles." At the state level, we know a great deal about the dual eligibles, we 
!mow they are among the most medically complex and poorest among us. The costs to provide 
them with the health care they need are no doubt expensive because it is not unusual to find they 
have 5, 10, even 15 different medical conditions. But they are also costly because no one is 
managing their care. They are typically on their own and face difficulties in navigating through 
the health care complex by themselves. "FFS" typically means fee-for-service. But it also 
means "fend for self." These are the least capable to fend for self. In addition to complex 
medical needs, when you look at the characteristics of the dual eligibles, 54 percent have no high 
school diploma compared to 22 percent of non-duals. 

Changes to Medicare policies impact Medicaid as well because Medicaid fills the gaps in 
Medicare coverage by paying for premiums, cost-sharing, and additional benefits, most 
especially long-term care that Medicare does not cover. When Medicare acts, there is a reaction 
within Medicaid. The so-called "doc fix" that seems to perpetually vex the Congress has a spill 
over effect onto Medicaid. The proposal to raise the age of Medicare eligibility will keep 
millions on full Medicaid for a longer period of time. Washington needs to stop masking the full 
costs of its decisions by passing costs onto states. 

The demagoguery of proposals to reform Medicare must stop as well. We know that Medicare 
meets only about 60 percent of a beneficiary's health care expenses which is why more than 90 
percent of Medicare beneficiaries have some type of supplemental coverage, either through 
retiree benefits, private medi-gap insurance, or, all too often, Medicaid. 
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States and the federal government need to start a serious discussion about how best to serve the 
dual eligibles at the best value to the taxpayers. 

Although the new Medi-Medi project is intended to address fraud and abuse by sharing data 
between Medicare and Medicaid, having the duals lends itself to abuse for providers to bill both 
Medicare and Medicaid for services. The Government Accountability Office (GAO) just 
recently highlighted the missed opp01tunities to combat waste, fraud, and abuse because no one 
is looking at Medicare and Medicaid data simultaneously. Once payment is made and out the 
door, you will never fully recover the taxpayers' money. If Congress is at all serious about 
significantly lowering the loss of funds due to improper payments, give us the Medicare data for 
the dual eligibles on a real time basis. 

As a condition of eligibility, individuals should be required to apply for all Medicare benefits. 
This is commonsense. Medicaid is supposed to be the payer oflast resort so individuals should 
be expected to make use of all other resources before turning to Medicaid. Mississippi does this 
now; it is in our state plan. However, it would be easier if this did not require federal approval. 

CONCLUSION: 

There are three primary factors that drive Medicaid costs for states - eligibility, provider rates 
and utilization of services. Recent federal actions, the MOE restrictions in PP ACA and the 
proposed access regulations regarding provider rates, prohibit states from exercising any real 
ability to control two of the three factors. States have limited control over utilization through the 
prior authorization process, but I know every Governor here does not want to sacrifice an 
individual's health to ensure the solvency of the program. In addition, the Obama Administration 
is proposing a blended rate to fund the federal share and, in effect, the state shaTe, of the 
Medicaid program. States will suffer under this plan because it simply shifts more costs to the 
states without giving states any flexibility to design their own programs. It is umealistic and 
unfair to think that states can manage their Medicaid programs when the federal government 
pe1mits the states no flexibility in designing and no flexibility in administering their programs 
while continuing to push the ever-growing costs for the program down to the states. At the end 
of the day, states will be saddled with a Medicaid program that is significantly different than the 
one states signed up for 40 yearn ago. States will be forced to pay higher rates to providers, 
states will be forced to emoll individuals who are significantly above the poverty thresholds, 
states will have less federal financial support and states will have no flexibility to control their 
own costs. In sh01i, Mr. Chairman, the Administration's constraints regarding eligibility and 
provider rates at the expense of economy, efficiency and flexibility will lock states into an 
unaffordable and unsustainable health care system that is destined to fail. 
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From: Lindsay Russell
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: margaret.whatley@finance.alabama.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; cindy.sims@alaska.gov;

honor.ingels@governor.alabama.gov; rserote@az.gov; Christopher.Finkbeiner ;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; rob.jakubik  renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
macarter32 ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; ts ;
rick.perez@guam.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; emily.anderson@gov.idaho.gov; debbie ; griffin
ahorst@sba.IN.gov; bburdick@gov.IN.gov; cruhl@omb.in.gov; Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov;
doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov; adam.nordstrom ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; wags@la.gov;
palmieris@gov.state.la.us; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; john.mcgough@maine.gov;
kathleen.newman@maine.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov;
GigliottiL@michigan.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov; msanderson@governor.state.ms.us;
lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; brian  ryan ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us;
valerie.j.harr@dhs.state.nj.us; janelcausey ; kristacarman ; wstruble ;
Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; aparis@state.pa.us;
jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; lgromis ;
bnutt  nguillemard  sarah.echols ; twatkins
lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jim.soyer@state.sd.us;
Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov; mark.cate@tn.gov; will.cromer@tn.gov; travisrichmond ;
jhurst6 ; katyoder 99  brandymarty03 ; rspendlove@utah.gov;
aisom@utah.gov; bsomers@utah.gov; lizoldroyd@utah.gov; nthurston@utah.gov;
jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov; wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov;
eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov; ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov; Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov

Subject: Breaking News--
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2011 12:30:53 PM

Appeals Court Dismisses Virginia's Challenge to ObamaCare
 
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/08/appeals-court-dismisses-virginias-challenge-to-
obamacare
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C: (202) 316-1322 | lrussell@rgppc.org
 

AP/Richmond Times-Dispatch

FILE: In this Dec. 13, 2010 photo, Virginia Attorney General Kenneth Cuccinelli speaks about the ruling from U.S.

District Judge Henry E. Hudson, who decided in favor of the attorney general's claim that the individual mandate

in the health care law is unconstitutional.

A federal appeals court on Thursday rejected Virginia's challenge to President Obama's health care law, saying in

a ruling that the state doesn't have a right to bring a lawsuit.

The unanimous decision from the three-judge panel of the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals overturns a lower

court's decision to declare the law unconstitutional and is the second appellate court ruling in favor of the

government's right to require individuals to buy health insurance or pay a penalty.

But the court on Thursday stopped short of ruling whether the individual mandate in the health care law is

constitutional; it strictly examined Virginia's right to sue.

The Supreme Court will likely have the final say on the health care law after more than 30 lawsuits were filed and

contradictory rulings were issued from appellate courts in other parts of the country. Last month, an appeals court

in Atlanta ruled against the law, saying the provision to buy health care insurance is unconstitutional. But an



appeals court in Cincinnati has upheld the law.

Virginia filed its lawsuit in March 2010, the same day that Obama signed the legislation. The following day, the

state passed its own law known as the Virginia Health Care Freedom Act (VHCFA), declaring that individuals

cannot be forced to buy health insurance and sued on that basis.

But the court ruled Thursday that the VHCFA does not create the kind of conflict that allows for a challenge in

federal court.

"The individual mandate in the health care law does not affect Virginia's ability to enforce VHCFA," the court

opined. "Rather, the Constitution itself withholds from Virginia the power to enforce VHCFA against the federal

government."

All three judges on the Virginia panel were appointed by Democratic presidents -- two by Obama and one by Bill

Clinton.

Stephen Presser, a law professor at Northwestern University, called the ruling a "highly technical decision."

"This decision might well be questionable, but the court did not that important constitutional issues were involved,

and even the court conceded that those issues should be resolved in an appropriate forum," he said.

"This is a further indication that the United States Supreme Court should soon resolve this issue, now that both

the district courts and the court of appeals have issued contradictory decisions both on the standing and

substantive issues," he said.

 



From: Lindsay Russell
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Breaking News: HHS Releases Exchange Regulations
Date: Monday, March 12, 2012 11:13:39 AM

 

National Journal 
Breaking News

HHS Releases Exchange Regulations

The Health and Human Services Department released long-awaited regulations on Monday 

to help states set up their own health insurance exchanges -- the marketplaces where 

people can buy insurance policies under the 2010 health care reform law.

HHS said states will have "substantial flexibility" in operating the exchanges and laid out 

their functions: Certifying “qualified health plans”; operating a website for comparing plans; 

running a toll-free hot line for consumer support; providing grants to “Navigators” for 

consumer assistance; determining eligibility of consumers for enrollment in qualified health 

plans; and helping them enroll.

Follow this story on nationaljournal.com as it develops »
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: CBO reports on PPACA tomorrow
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 3:00:01 PM

Action Officers/Healthcare Advisors:
 
Per our conversation this morning on the Action Officer call: 
 
CBO expects to release two reports related to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (PPACA) tomorrow, July 24th, around 2 pm EST.
 

·         One report will present updated projections of the budgetary effects of the coverage
provisions of the PPACA to reflect the Supreme Court's recent decision.

·         The other report will present a cost estimate for the repeal of the PPACA that passed
the House of Representatives on July 11th.

 
We will provide this material to you—and any analysis we receive- as soon as we can.
 
You may wish to notify your press teams.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: CBO reports PPACA costs
Date: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 1:41:18 PM
Attachments: AAF Budget Impact of Medicaid Opt-Out 6 State Scenario dhe.pptx

AAF Memo CBO Score of SCOTUS Decision 7-24-12.pdf

According to news outlets: The health law update from the Congressional Budget Office on
Tuesday found that costs would drop by $84 billion over 11 years because not all states
would opt in to Medicaid expansion. About 6 million fewer people will be covered by
Medicaid and the Children's Health Insurance Program, but about half of them would end
up covered in the state-based health insurance exchanges, so about 3 million more people
would be uninsured. 
 
http://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/cbofiles/attachments/43472-07-24-2012-
CoverageEstimates.pdf
 
Attached is the American Action Forum’s (AAF) modeling to show the impact of the SCOTUS
Medicaid decision on the federal budget before the above announcement from CBO.   The
memos also are available on the Forum's website: http://bit.ly/QtIpNA.
 
We’ll be providing you materials regarding the analysis of CBO’s announcement as soon as
we can.
 
If you have not finalized or sent us your costs to states information, please forward that to
Lindsay at .
 
Thank you,
Marie
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
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From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: CBO, CLASS, and Obamacare"s Fiscal Sustainability
Date: Monday, October 24, 2011 9:49:34 AM

Since the demise of CLASS, analysts on both sides of the political spectrum have weighed in on
whether and how the fiscal disaster that is the CLASS Act has broader implications for Obamacare’s
sustainability.  For instance, last week liberal blogger (and Obamacare apologist) Ezra Klein said the
motto is “trust CBO,” and that because CBO says the law will reduce the deficit, it will.  (Of course,
CBO also said last year that CLASS would reduce the deficit in its first ten years, so that may not
mean much.)
 
Before looking at the granular details, it’s first worth comparing CLASS to Obamacare at a macro
level.  The HHS report on CLASS contains the word “uncertain” no fewer than 16 times in a 50-page
document – it discusses “inherently uncertain” CLASS modeling, the “great uncertainty around the
existing estimates,” and a “very high level of uncertainty around assumptions in the actuarial
models.”  Likewise, CBO in its score of Obamacare said that “the range of uncertainty” surrounding
estimates of the budgetary impact of the legislation “is quite wide.”  CBO’s most extensive analysis
of Obamacare’s long-term projections – in last year’s long-term budget outlook – included a whole
section regarding uncertainty and sustainability, which I’ve pasted below my signature.  The sum
total of the passage would lead one to believe that the uncertainty surrounding implementation of
the rest of the law is nearly as great as that surrounding CLASS.
 
To examine it more closely:  The Administration now claims that since CLASS’ demise, Obamacare
will reduce the deficit by an estimated $124 billion over the next ten years.  What does that mean? 
If…
 

1.        Medicare provider payment reductions that will take Medicare rates below Medicaid
payment levels – and cause up to 40 percent of providers to become unprofitable – are
implemented as scheduled; AND

2.        Medicare Advantage cuts that the Administration already felt the need to mitigate in the
short-term for political reasons can be implemented, causing millions of seniors to lose their
current coverage; AND

3.        Someone finds a spare $370 billion to avert a 30 percent reduction in Medicare physician
payment fees scheduled to take effect this coming January; AND

4.        A future Administration is willing to implement a 40 percent tax on insurance policies so
unpopular unions forced its delay until 2018, well after President Obama will have left
office; AND

5.        Democrats are willing to allow a new “high-income” tax not indexed to inflation to become
the “new AMT,” hitting more and more middle-class families until nearly 80 percent are
being hit with this surcharge; AND

6.        A scheduled reduction in insurance subsidies in 2019 goes through, despite liberal
advocates already calling for the subsidies to be increased; AND

7.        Employers do not drop coverage en masse, despite the numerous studies, papers, briefs,
reports, employer questionnaires, consultant presentations, surveys, op-eds, interviews,
and quotes suggesting that employers will drop coverage in much higher numbers than CBO



first anticipated…
 
Then the Administration will have reduced the deficit by about $12 billion a year for the next decade
– or less than 1% of the whopping $1.3 trillion deficit the federal government ran over the past 12
months.  In other words, at best the law will “reduce” the deficit by an amount so small some may
consider it microscopic.  And, as illustrated above, the number of assumptions needed to arrive at
that conclusion may be so great as to beggar belief – just as the Medicare actuary knew from Day
One that CLASS wouldn’t work, despite all the Administration’s rhetoric.  Their claims
notwithstanding, I haven’t seen Ezra Klein or other Obamacare advocates willing to make actual
wagers that the law will actually end up reducing the deficit – and given what’s needed to make that
prediction come true, with good reason.
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
 
Questions About Sustainability
One challenge that arises in projecting federal outlays for health care over the long term is that the
recent legislation either left in place or put into effect a number of procedures that may be difficult
to sustain over a long period.  For example, the legislation did not alter the sustainable growth rate
mechanism used for determining updates to Medicare’s payment rates for physicians; under that
mechanism, those rates are scheduled to be reduced by about 21 percent in 2010 and then decline
further in subsequent years.  Since that mechanism was enacted in 1997, its provisions have
usually been modified to avoid scheduled reductions in payment rates, and legislation was just
enacted to delay cuts in those payment rates until December 2010 (a development that is not
reflected in the projections).  At the same time, the legislation includes provisions that will
constrain payment rates for other providers of Medicare’s services.  In particular, increases in
payment rates for many providers will be held below the rate of increase in the average cost of
providers’ inputs.
 
Taking all the provisions of the legislation together, CBO expects that, adjusted for inflation,
Medicare spending per beneficiary will increase at an average annual rate of less than 2 percent
during the next two decades—compared with a roughly 4 percent annual growth rate during the
past two decades (a calculation that excludes the effect of establishing the Medicare prescription
drug benefit).  It is unclear whether that lower rate of growth can be sustained and, if so, whether
it will be accomplished through greater efficiencies in the delivery of health care or will instead
reduce access to care or diminish the quality of care (relative to the situation under prior law).  
 
Another provision that may be difficult to sustain will slow the growth of federal subsidies for
health insurance purchased through the insurance exchanges.  For enrollees who receive subsidies,
the amount they will have to pay depends primarily on a formula that determines what share of
their income they have to contribute to enroll in a relatively low-cost plan (with the subsidy
covering the difference between that contribution and the total premium for that plan).  Initially,
the percentages of income that enrollees must pay are indexed so that the subsidies will cover
roughly the same share of the total premium over time.  After 2018, however, an additional
indexing factor will probably apply; if so, the shares of income that enrollees have to pay will
increase more rapidly, and the shares of the premium that the subsidies cover will decline.



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: Chairman Upton on Exchange funding
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 4:36:43 PM
Attachments: 2010-02-07 Letter from CRS re Exchanges Grants.pdf

Majority Memorandum 033111.pdf
Exchanges Counter Points.docx
KHN Article.pdf

Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
FYI: From House Energy and Commerce:
 
Regarding the discussion about the new exchange grants announced by CMS, the House passed
Chairman Upton’s bill, H.R. 1213, on May 3, 2011 to block the unlimited funding for this purpose.
Several other bills to eliminate Obamacare slush funds were passed at about the same time.
Unfortunately, these bills are still pending on Harry Reid’s Senate Calendar.
 
Several documents that provide more details on Chairman Upton’s state exchange bill are attached.
They include:
 

1)       A February 7th, 2011 letter from CRS confirming that Section 1311(a) gives the Secretary an
unlimited amount of money to spend on state-based grants.

2)       Our majority memo for the markup of Mr. Upton’s Exchange bill.  It explains the bill in brief
at the end of the memo.

3)       Some talkers regarding why repealing the fund is a good idea despite claims that exchanges
in PPACA provide states flexibility.

4)       A Kaiser Health News article detailing how this fund could be used for much broader
purposes. Donald Berwick pointed to the availability of this fund when asked about the
financial burdens of Medicaid imposed on states.  Does CMS intend to use this unlimited
fund to plug state budgets?

 



From: Quam, David
To: Reps
Subject: Clarification of information request re Medicaid waivers and exchanges
Date: Friday, November 11, 2011 9:09:07 AM

To: Wash Reps
Re: Information request, clarification

We currently have 2 projects underway that require information from states:  1) a comparison of
Medicaid waiver reques�����to see if there are common elements we can include in our continuing
effort to get more flexibility to administer the program.; and, 2)  a comparison of state comments filed
on proposed regulations for  health insurance exchanges that we can embellish with HHS.

For the former, we need your help in identifying the waiver requests pending at CMS and the concept
papers that are under discussion.

For the second project, we expect to be able to pull comments from the CMS website when they finish
posting them, and should not need to bother you.

Please feel free to call with any questions.

Dcq

Sent from my iPhone
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-203683-
154787.9e5f0e1f1ff1017fec52ea85f3048f1e@talk.nga.org.



From: Lindsay Russell
To: margaret.whatley@finance.alabama.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; cindy.sims@alaska.gov;

honor.ingels@governor.alabama.gov; rserote@az.gov; Christopher.Finkbeiner ;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; rob.jakubik ; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
macarter32 ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; ts ;
rick.perez@guam.gov; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; emily.anderson@gov.idaho.gov; debbie ; griffin ;
ahorst@sba.IN.gov; bburdick@gov.IN.gov; cruhl@omb.in.gov; Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov;
doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov; adam.nordstrom ; wags@la.gov; palmieris@gov.state.la.us;
john.mcgough@maine.gov; kathleen.newman@maine.gov; lauren.lepage@maine.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov;
muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; GigliottiL@michigan.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov;
msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; valerie.j.harr@dhs.state.nj.us; janelcausey
brian.moore@state.nm.us; kristacarman  wstruble ; Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov;
Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us;
rebmyers@state.pa.us; lgromis ; bnutt ; nguillemard ;
sarah.echols  twatkins ; lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov;
jim.soyer@state.sd.us; Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov; mark.cate@tn.gov; will.cromer@tn.gov;
travisrichmond ; jhurst6 ; katyoder 99 ; brandymarty03 ;
rspendlove@utah.gov; aisom@utah.gov; bsomers@utah.gov; lizoldroyd@utah.gov; nthurston@utah.gov;
jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov; wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov;
eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov; ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov; Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov

Subject: CLASS Act Report Summary
Date: Monday, October 17, 2011 8:59:23 AM

Good morning,
 
The Wall Street Journal has an excellent analysis of the Class Program failure.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

ObamaCare Starts to Unravel

The real story behind the Class program failure, and what to do now.

Now that one of ObamaCare's major new benefit programs has been scrapped, liberals are
trying to make stone soup by claiming that the Obama Administration merely committed an
act of "good government." They claim that when this long-term care insurance program
proved to be unworkable, the Administration conceded as much, and now it's gone. So let's
review the evidence, not least because it so perfectly illustrates the recklessness that produced
the Affordable Care Act.
 
When Democrats were pasting it together in 2009 and 2010, the immediate attraction of the
program known by the acronym Class was that its finances could be gamed to create the
illusion that a new entitlement would reduce the deficit. Ending the complicated Class budget
gimmick erases the better part of ObamaCare's purported "savings," but it's also worth
focusing on the program's long-run political goals.
 
For decades Democrats have been trying to put government on the hook for middle-class



costs like home health services ($1,800 a month on average) and nursing homes ($70,000 to
$80,000 per year). On paper, Class was supposed to be like normal insurance, funding
benefits through premiums with no subsidy. But since the budget gimmick and the program's
larger structure meant that premiums could never cover benefits, Democrats were trying to
force a future Congress to prevent a Class bankruptcy using taxpayer dollars.
As the costs to the federal fisc continued to climb, the Democratic gambit was that Class
would gradually morph into another part of Medicare. Insurance depends on younger,
healthier people signing up to cross-subsidize the older and sicker, but under the Class
program as written almost all of its enrollees would soon also be beneficiaries.
 
So to fix this "adverse selection," the plan was for Congress to eventually make participation
mandatory, with the so-called premiums converted into another payroll tax and the benefits
into another entitlement. Former White House budget director Peter Orszag has been writing
that the long-term care insurance market can't function without a mandate, while HHS
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius declined to rule one out at a Senate hearing in February. Now
they tell us.
 
The only reason the Health and Human Services Department pre-emptively called off this
scheme is that former New Hampshire Senator Judd Gregg succeeded in inserting a proviso
that required the Class program's reality to match Democratic promises as a matter of law. If
HHS couldn't provide "an actuarial analysis of the 75-year costs of the program that ensures
solvency throughout such 75-year period," it couldn't be legally implemented.
In other words, HHS had to prove that the Class program wouldn't go broke the way it was
designed to—and actuarial analysis is a matter of math, not politics. In a 48-page report that
HHS submitted to Congress Friday, the department concedes that it is literally impossible to
create any kind of long-term care program under the law's statutory text in which revenues
match expenditures. Such a plan would cost as much as $3,000 per month, which no one
would ever buy.
 
The HHS gnomes even considered "features deviating from or going beyond a plain reading
of the statutory language" that its lawyers didn't think could pass legal muster, and they still
couldn't avoid violating the known laws of mathematics despite 19 months of trying. HHS
lawyers also said the government would have to warn enrollees that the promised benefits
weren't contracts and could be abrogated to "dispel any claims that the Class program had
misled the public or had encouraged reliance on its programs under false pretenses."
Those pretenses have been obvious all along, with outside analysts and internal
Administration experts saying Class wasn't viable. President Obama was a mask of
indifference with no response when Paul Ryan took Class apart at the 2010 White House
health summit. Democrats included it anyway, but now that the Administration itself has
vindicated its critics, Republicans have a new political opportunity to make real health-care
legislative progress.

***

At a minimum the GOP could begin by repealing the Class program altogether, since its legal
authority is still intact. "One should never leave a partly loaded gun on the table, even if most
of the chambers are empty or just house blanks," writes the American Enterprise Institute's
Tom Miller. He also suggests attaching a few of the more destructive provisions and forcing
Democrats to defend them, such as Mr. Orszag's Independent Payment Advisory Board of 15
political appointees who have broad unaccountable powers to control health-care markets



and health care.
Our suggestion is for a Gregg-like amendment that applies to the entire health law and not
simply Class. If reality can't match the rhetoric that accompanied the bill—about fiscal
responsibility, bending the cost curve, keeping your health care if you like your health care
and all the other false promises—then, legally, it should be repealed like Class. Call it a
truth-in-advertising clause. ObamaCare would collapse in a heartbeat.

From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC) [Chris_Jacobs@rpc.senate.gov]
Sent: Sunday, October 16, 2011 9:05 PM
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: CLASS Act Report Summary: We. Told. You. So.

As previously reported, HHS released their report outlining the reasons for shelving the CLASS Act
Ponzi scheme late Friday (aka “Take Out the Trash Day.”)  The report and appendices have been put
online and can be found here.
 
In reading through the report, there are NUMEROUS examples where HHS belatedly – and
begrudgingly – admitted truths that others, including non-partisan career staff within HHS, had
been asserting all along.  A partial list of examples and quotes from the report is below.  These
developments however continue to raise obvious questions:  Why did HHS waste two years, and
millions of taxpayer dollars, to conclude what was obvious to the Medicare actuary on Day One –
that the program was inherently unworkable?  And who will be held to account for allowing this
fiscal and bureaucratic disaster to happen in the first place?
 
 

 What Others Said What HHS Finally Admitted
High and
Unattractive
Premiums

“$100…seems to be the consensus
threshold needed to get decent
participation and avoid
catastrophic adverse selection”
(i.e., encourage healthy people to
enroll). – HHS career official, in a
November 27, 2009 internal e-mail

“The average premium…range[d]
from $235/month to $391/month….”
– Actuarial analysis, p. 22
 
 

An “Insurance”
Benefit Attractive
Only to Individuals
Likely to Make
Claims

“You can get a [private] policy…
with a higher benefit, better
inflation protection, and lower
premium [than CLASS].  I don’t see
any reason why anyone would opt
for CLASS if they could pass the
underwriting.  And if you couldn’t
make it through underwriting, you
could simply enroll in CLASS to
cover some of your current or likely
future [long-term care] costs. 
Seems like a recipe for disaster to
me…” – HHS career official, in an
October 22, 2009 internal e-mail

“In the current private long-term
care insurance market, most buyers
choose products that provide…daily
benefit amounts that are significantly
higher than the $50/day lifetime
benefit….Moreover, premiums for
products similar to the CLASS benefit,
when they are sold to an
underwritten population in the
private market, would cost much less
than the estimated premiums
above.” – Actuarial analysis, p. 22



Low Take-up by
Healthy
Individuals

“For the sake of illustration,
suppose 10 million people qualify
for benefits of $50 per day…About
234 million people, paying
premiums of $65 per month, would
be needed to cover this cost
(ignoring administrative expenses).
The size of the U.S. population
aged 20 and over is about 225
million, and about 165 million of
these are employed. This rough—
but probably not unrealistic—
example further calls into question”
CLASS’ solvency. – Medicare
actuary Rick Foster, in a May 19,
2009 internal e-mail

“Most discussion of this…plan
suggested that the assumed take-up
rates used to compute premiums
could not be achieved and were not
plausible.” – Actuarial analysis, p. 22

HHS’ Lack of
Authority to Fix
the Program

“Republicans are pointing to a new
Congressional Research Service
(CRS) report that questions just
how much power Sebelius has to
make changes to the voluntary
program. The CRS report said a
court may find the sweeping
healthcare reform law does not
provide the HHS secretary with the
authority” to fix CLASS. – The Hill,
March 28, 2011

“There is concern regarding the legal
authority for some of the plan
features expected to increase
solvency, and the more of those
features that are incorporated into
the plan, the greater the legal risk.” –
Memo introducing the report

Necessity of a
Federal Bailout

“Thirty-six years of actuarial
experience lead me to believe that
this program would collapse in
short order and require significant
federal subsidies to continue.” –
Medicare actuary Rick Foster, in a
July 9, 2009 internal e-mail

If the program becomes insolvent,
“an argument can be made that,
insofar as the government contracts
to provide individuals with benefits in
exchange for premium payments, it
may not unilaterally repeal the
contract.” – Legal analysis, p. 45

 
 



From: Lindsay Russell
To: margaret.whatley@finance.alabama.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; cindy.sims@alaska.gov;

honor.ingels@governor.alabama.gov; rserote@az.gov; Christopher.Finkbeiner ;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; rob.jakubik  renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
macarter32  bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; ts ;
rick.perez@guam.gov; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; emily.anderson@gov.idaho.gov; debbie ; griffin ;
ahorst@sba.IN.gov; bburdick@gov.IN.gov; cruhl@omb.in.gov; Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov;
doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov; adam.nordstrom ; wags@la.gov; palmieris@gov.state.la.us;
john.mcgough@maine.gov; kathleen.newman@maine.gov; lauren.lepage@maine.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov;
muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; GigliottiL@michigan.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov;
msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; valerie.j.harr@dhs.state.nj.us; janelcausey ;
brian.moore@state.nm.us; kristacarman ; wstruble ; Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov;
Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us;
rebmyers@state.pa.us; lgromis ; bnutt ; nguillemard ;
sarah.echols ; twatkins ; lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov;
jim.soyer@state.sd.us; Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov; mark.cate@tn.gov; will.cromer@tn.gov;
travisrichmond ; jhurst6 ; katyoder 99 ; brandymarty03
rspendlove@utah.gov; aisom@utah.gov; bsomers@utah.gov; lizoldroyd@utah.gov; nthurston@utah.gov;
jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov; wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov;
eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov; ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov; Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov

Subject: CLASS Act Report Summary
Date: Monday, October 17, 2011 8:59:23 AM

Good morning,
 
The Wall Street Journal has an excellent analysis of the Class Program failure.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  |
 
 

ObamaCare Starts to Unravel

The real story behind the Class program failure, and what to do now.

Now that one of ObamaCare's major new benefit programs has been scrapped, liberals are
trying to make stone soup by claiming that the Obama Administration merely committed an
act of "good government." They claim that when this long-term care insurance program
proved to be unworkable, the Administration conceded as much, and now it's gone. So let's
review the evidence, not least because it so perfectly illustrates the recklessness that produced
the Affordable Care Act.
 
When Democrats were pasting it together in 2009 and 2010, the immediate attraction of the
program known by the acronym Class was that its finances could be gamed to create the
illusion that a new entitlement would reduce the deficit. Ending the complicated Class budget
gimmick erases the better part of ObamaCare's purported "savings," but it's also worth
focusing on the program's long-run political goals.
 
For decades Democrats have been trying to put government on the hook for middle-class



costs like home health services ($1,800 a month on average) and nursing homes ($70,000 to
$80,000 per year). On paper, Class was supposed to be like normal insurance, funding
benefits through premiums with no subsidy. But since the budget gimmick and the program's
larger structure meant that premiums could never cover benefits, Democrats were trying to
force a future Congress to prevent a Class bankruptcy using taxpayer dollars.
As the costs to the federal fisc continued to climb, the Democratic gambit was that Class
would gradually morph into another part of Medicare. Insurance depends on younger,
healthier people signing up to cross-subsidize the older and sicker, but under the Class
program as written almost all of its enrollees would soon also be beneficiaries.
 
So to fix this "adverse selection," the plan was for Congress to eventually make participation
mandatory, with the so-called premiums converted into another payroll tax and the benefits
into another entitlement. Former White House budget director Peter Orszag has been writing
that the long-term care insurance market can't function without a mandate, while HHS
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius declined to rule one out at a Senate hearing in February. Now
they tell us.
 
The only reason the Health and Human Services Department pre-emptively called off this
scheme is that former New Hampshire Senator Judd Gregg succeeded in inserting a proviso
that required the Class program's reality to match Democratic promises as a matter of law. If
HHS couldn't provide "an actuarial analysis of the 75-year costs of the program that ensures
solvency throughout such 75-year period," it couldn't be legally implemented.
In other words, HHS had to prove that the Class program wouldn't go broke the way it was
designed to—and actuarial analysis is a matter of math, not politics. In a 48-page report that
HHS submitted to Congress Friday, the department concedes that it is literally impossible to
create any kind of long-term care program under the law's statutory text in which revenues
match expenditures. Such a plan would cost as much as $3,000 per month, which no one
would ever buy.
 
The HHS gnomes even considered "features deviating from or going beyond a plain reading
of the statutory language" that its lawyers didn't think could pass legal muster, and they still
couldn't avoid violating the known laws of mathematics despite 19 months of trying. HHS
lawyers also said the government would have to warn enrollees that the promised benefits
weren't contracts and could be abrogated to "dispel any claims that the Class program had
misled the public or had encouraged reliance on its programs under false pretenses."
Those pretenses have been obvious all along, with outside analysts and internal
Administration experts saying Class wasn't viable. President Obama was a mask of
indifference with no response when Paul Ryan took Class apart at the 2010 White House
health summit. Democrats included it anyway, but now that the Administration itself has
vindicated its critics, Republicans have a new political opportunity to make real health-care
legislative progress.

***

At a minimum the GOP could begin by repealing the Class program altogether, since its legal
authority is still intact. "One should never leave a partly loaded gun on the table, even if most
of the chambers are empty or just house blanks," writes the American Enterprise Institute's
Tom Miller. He also suggests attaching a few of the more destructive provisions and forcing
Democrats to defend them, such as Mr. Orszag's Independent Payment Advisory Board of 15
political appointees who have broad unaccountable powers to control health-care markets



and health care.
Our suggestion is for a Gregg-like amendment that applies to the entire health law and not
simply Class. If reality can't match the rhetoric that accompanied the bill—about fiscal
responsibility, bending the cost curve, keeping your health care if you like your health care
and all the other false promises—then, legally, it should be repealed like Class. Call it a
truth-in-advertising clause. ObamaCare would collapse in a heartbeat.

From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC) [Chris_Jacobs@rpc.senate.gov]
Sent: Sunday, October 16, 2011 9:05 PM
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: CLASS Act Report Summary: We. Told. You. So.

As previously reported, HHS released their report outlining the reasons for shelving the CLASS Act
Ponzi scheme late Friday (aka “Take Out the Trash Day.”)  The report and appendices have been put
online and can be found here.
 
In reading through the report, there are NUMEROUS examples where HHS belatedly – and
begrudgingly – admitted truths that others, including non-partisan career staff within HHS, had
been asserting all along.  A partial list of examples and quotes from the report is below.  These
developments however continue to raise obvious questions:  Why did HHS waste two years, and
millions of taxpayer dollars, to conclude what was obvious to the Medicare actuary on Day One –
that the program was inherently unworkable?  And who will be held to account for allowing this
fiscal and bureaucratic disaster to happen in the first place?
 
 

 What Others Said What HHS Finally Admitted
High and
Unattractive
Premiums

“$100…seems to be the consensus
threshold needed to get decent
participation and avoid
catastrophic adverse selection”
(i.e., encourage healthy people to
enroll). – HHS career official, in a
November 27, 2009 internal e-mail

“The average premium…range[d]
from $235/month to $391/month….”
– Actuarial analysis, p. 22
 
 

An “Insurance”
Benefit Attractive
Only to Individuals
Likely to Make
Claims

“You can get a [private] policy…
with a higher benefit, better
inflation protection, and lower
premium [than CLASS].  I don’t see
any reason why anyone would opt
for CLASS if they could pass the
underwriting.  And if you couldn’t
make it through underwriting, you
could simply enroll in CLASS to
cover some of your current or likely
future [long-term care] costs. 
Seems like a recipe for disaster to
me…” – HHS career official, in an
October 22, 2009 internal e-mail

“In the current private long-term
care insurance market, most buyers
choose products that provide…daily
benefit amounts that are significantly
higher than the $50/day lifetime
benefit….Moreover, premiums for
products similar to the CLASS benefit,
when they are sold to an
underwritten population in the
private market, would cost much less
than the estimated premiums
above.” – Actuarial analysis, p. 22



Low Take-up by
Healthy
Individuals

“For the sake of illustration,
suppose 10 million people qualify
for benefits of $50 per day…About
234 million people, paying
premiums of $65 per month, would
be needed to cover this cost
(ignoring administrative expenses).
The size of the U.S. population
aged 20 and over is about 225
million, and about 165 million of
these are employed. This rough—
but probably not unrealistic—
example further calls into question”
CLASS’ solvency. – Medicare
actuary Rick Foster, in a May 19,
2009 internal e-mail

“Most discussion of this…plan
suggested that the assumed take-up
rates used to compute premiums
could not be achieved and were not
plausible.” – Actuarial analysis, p. 22

HHS’ Lack of
Authority to Fix
the Program

“Republicans are pointing to a new
Congressional Research Service
(CRS) report that questions just
how much power Sebelius has to
make changes to the voluntary
program. The CRS report said a
court may find the sweeping
healthcare reform law does not
provide the HHS secretary with the
authority” to fix CLASS. – The Hill,
March 28, 2011

“There is concern regarding the legal
authority for some of the plan
features expected to increase
solvency, and the more of those
features that are incorporated into
the plan, the greater the legal risk.” –
Memo introducing the report

Necessity of a
Federal Bailout

“Thirty-six years of actuarial
experience lead me to believe that
this program would collapse in
short order and require significant
federal subsidies to continue.” –
Medicare actuary Rick Foster, in a
July 9, 2009 internal e-mail

If the program becomes insolvent,
“an argument can be made that,
insofar as the government contracts
to provide individuals with benefits in
exchange for premium payments, it
may not unilaterally repeal the
contract.” – Legal analysis, p. 45

 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: Congressional Exchange letter being written to Governors
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 11:19:24 AM

Healthcare Advisors
CC: Action Officers
 
I wanted to make you aware of the following letter that is being drafted on Capitol Hill to governors
asking them not to implement state exchanges.  I’ve asked this group to provide rgppc with a copy as
soon as it is ready so none of you- or your bosses- are blindsighted. Please see text below.
-MTS
 
 
Congresswoman Bachmann and Congressman Jordan will be sending a letter (found below) to the

National Governors Association urging each governor not to implement the state exchanges found in

ObamaCare.  Senator DeMint is spearheading the exact same letter in the Senate and we will be

sending the House and Senate version together today (current co-signers in the Senate: DeMint, Lee,

Ron Johnson, Graham, Cornyn, Coburn, Sessions, Thune, Vitter, Paul). 

 

June 29, 2012

 

National Governors Association

Hall of States

444 N. Capitol St., Ste. 267

Washington D.C. 20001-1512

 

Dear Governors:

 

The Supreme Court has ruled significant parts of the Medicaid expansion of the President’s health care

law unconstitutional as well as ruling that the individual mandate violated the Commerce Clause and

will therefore be implemented as a punitive tax on the middle class. This presents us with a critical

choice:  Do we allow this reprehensible law to move forward or do we fully repeal it and start over with

commonsense solutions? The American people have made it clear that they want us to throw this law

out in its entirety.

 

As members of the U.S. Congress, we are dedicated to the full repeal of this government takeover of

healthcare and we ask you to join us to oppose its implementation.

 

Most importantly, we encourage you to oppose any creation of a state health care exchange mandated

under the President’s discredited health care law.

 

These expensive, complex, and intrusive exchanges impose a threat to the financial stability of our

already-fragile state economies with no certainty of a limit to total enrollment numbers. Resisting the

implementation of exchanges is good for hiring and investment. The law’s employer mandate assesses

penalties - up to $3,000 per employee - only to businesses who don’t satisfy federally-approved health

insurance standards and whose employees receive “premium assistance” through the exchanges.  The

clear language of the statute only permits federal premium assistance to citizens of states who create a

state-based exchange. However, the IRS recently finalized a regulation that contradicts the law by

allowing the federal government to provide premium assistance to citizens in those states that have not

created exchanges. The IRS had no authority to finalize such a regulation. By refusing to create an
exchange, you will assist us in Congress to repeal this violation which will help lower the costs
of doing business in your state, relative to other states that keep these financially draining



exchanges in place. 

 

State-run exchanges are subject to all of the same coverage mandates and rules as the federally-run

exchange. Clearing the hurdles of crafting an exchange that complies with the 600 plus pages of

federal exchange regulations will only result in wasted state resources and higher premiums for your

constituents.

 

Implementation of this law is not inevitable and considering more than half of the American
people oppose the law, it is improbable.  Join us in resisting a centralized government approach to

health care reform and instead focus on solutions that make health care more affordable and

accessible for every American. Let’s work to create a health care system of, for, and by the people, not

government or special interests.

 

Sincerely,



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon
Steinmann (bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us); brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus

); Brian Nutt ( ); carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Claude Ramsey
(Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); clipparelli ; CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us;
dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ( ); Denise
Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug
Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); Ed Perez (eperez@osfr.state.tx.us); emainigi ; Eric Finkbeiner
(eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov); griffin ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10 ;
jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov);
Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff
Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter
(jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz
(John.Katz@alaska.gov); joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman ); Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov);
Lgromis ; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson (msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); Mark Cate
(Mark.Cate@tn.gov); mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov);
Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mkennicott ;
mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard ( ); rebmyers@state.pa.us;
renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov);
Ryan McGinness ); Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Spence
Geissinger ( ); Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov);
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith ( );
travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov);
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: brandi white@mcconnell.senate.gov; Lanier Swann (Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov)
Subject: CR Update - Friday Night
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 10:21:41 PM

Here’s where things stand:
 
- Congress is set to act on a short-term CR that will avoid a government shutdown and cut $2 billion
in spending over the next week.  We expect the Senate to bring up HR 1363 (the troop funding bill),
amend it accordingly, send it to the House for a vote, and then send the bill to the President for his
signature.
 
- The short-term CR provides enough time for Congress to enact a long-term CR through the rest of
the fiscal year that will cut $38.5B in federal spending – the largest spending cut in American
history, just months after the President asked Congress for a “spending freeze” that would mean
zero cuts.
 
- The agreement will also cut hundreds of billions of dollars from the Federal budget over the next
decade - - and clears the way for congressional action on House Budget Committee Chairman Paul
Ryan’s budget, The Path to Prosperity, which cuts trillions in spending and offers a long-term
blueprint for American job creation.
 
- The agreement reached with Senate Democrats guarantees a Senate debate and vote on
legislation that would repeal President Obama’s government takeover of health care in its entirety. 
The House passed such legislation in January as part of the Pledge to America.  The agreement also
will generate new tools for the fight to repeal Obamacare by requiring numerous studies that will
force the Obama Administration to reveal the true impact of the law’s mandates, including a study
of how individuals and families will see increased premiums as a result of certain Obamacare
mandates; a full audit of all the waivers that the Obama Administration has given to firms and



organizations – including unions – who can't meet the new annual coverage limits; a full audit of
what's happening with the comparative effectiveness research funding that was in Obamacare and
the president’s failed “stimulus” spending bill; and, a report on all of the contractors who have been
hired to implement the law and the costs to taxpayers of such contracts.
 
- The agreement with Senate Democrats guarantees a Senate debate and vote on legislation that
would end federal funding for Planned Parenthood.
 
- The agreement includes a complete ban on federal funding of abortion in the District of Columbia,
applying the pro-life principles of the Hyde Amendment (“D.C. Hyde”).
 
- The agreement subjects the so-called Consumer Financial Protection Bureau created by the job-
destroying Dodd-Frank law to yearly audits by both the private sector and the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) to monitor its impact on the economy, including its impact on jobs, by
examining whether sound cost-benefit analyses are being used with rulemakings.
 
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: CRS Memo on ACA SCT Decision Impact on Medicaid
Date: Friday, July 20, 2012 12:28:45 PM
Attachments: ACA Medicaid Expansion Memo 1.pdf

ATT00001.txt

Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
Please see the attached memorandum from the Congressional Research Service (CRS),
the independent research arm of Congress, published on Monday, which includes
findings about the impact of the decision on the Medicaid provisions in the ACA,
including the finding that both MOE and the MAGI eligibility requirements are not
affected by the ruling and remain in effect.
 
I will note that many of you are doing work on the MOE in particular, which might
differ from CRS’s opinion, and we hope to host a call next week on several moving
parts on PPACA to discuss. Please don’t hesitate to contact Lindsay or me if you have
questions, suggestions, or ideas you want to discuss. We are working on an agenda and
time for next week.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
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GARY R. HERBERT 

GOVERNOR 

Dear Governor, 

STATE OF UTAH 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

SALT LAKE C ITY, UTAH 

841 14 · 2220 

July 18, 201 1 

GREG BELL 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

The ongoing division among our nation's leaders concerning the debt ceiling 
reflects a tremendous need for individual states to assume a leadership role on this 
important issue. In an effort to promote fiscal responsibility and prudence at the federal 
level, I, along with Governors Perry, Scott, Haley and Parnell, recently signed the Cut, 
Cap and Balance pledge. 

Washington, D.C., does not have a debt problem. It has a spending problem! The 
Cut, Cap and Balance pledge addresses core issues calling for three important measures: 
I) Make substantial cuts in spending to reduce the deficit; 2) Design enforceable caps on 
federal spending; and 3) Congressional passage (not mere suppo1t) of a Balanced Budget 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, but only if it includes both a spending limitation 
and a super-majority for raising taxes, in addition to balancing revenues and expenses. 

Utah is leading the nation out of the recession with steady economic growth and 
job creation because we have consistently made tough decisions, kept our taxes low, 
lived within our means and balanced the budget every year. Many other states are taking 
simi lar fiscalJy conservative actions. My message to Washington is to do the same. 

Sincerely, 

~ fL. tt,._~+-
Gary R. Herbert 
Governor 



From: Kinzel, Will
To: "Adam.nordstrom "; Andrew Silvestri; "aparis@state.pa.us"; "arthur.clark@guam.gov"; "bklazare@az.gov"; "B ll.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov"; "mcbrideb@michigan.gov"; "bkanzeg ";

"bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us"; "bste nmann@osfr.state.tx.us"; "brandymarty03 ; "brianfmcmanus "; "brian ; "carol.statkus@wyo.gov"; "Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov";
"clipparell "; "CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us"; "dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us"; "david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov"; "debbie "; Denise Northrup; "muchmored@michigan.gov";
"Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us"; "doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov"; "eperez@osfr.state.tx.us"; "emainigi "; "er c.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov"; "griffin "; "hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us"; "jabot10@
"jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov"; "jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov"

Cc: "Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov"; "Brandi White@mcconnell.senate.gov"
Subject: Re: Statement of Republican Policy on HR 1473
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 2:00:50 PM

HR 1473 just passed the House, 260-167

Will Kinzel 
Assistant to the Speaker for Policy 
Office of the Speaker 
(202) 225-0882 
(202) 503-7046 CELL 

 
From: Kinzel, Will 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 02:38 PM
To: Adam Nordstrom ( ) >; andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov <andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov>; aparis@state.pa.us <aparis@state.pa.us>; Arthur
Clark (arthur.clark@guam.gov) <arthur.clark@guam.gov>; Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov) <bklazare@az.gov>; Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov) <Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov>; Bill McBride
(mcbrideb@michigan.gov) <mcbrideb@michigan.gov>; bkanzeg t < >; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us <bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us>; Brandon Steinmann
(bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us) <bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us>; brandymarty03@ com>; Brian McManus (
Brian Nutt ( ; carol.statkus@wyo.gov <carol.statkus@wyo.gov>; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov) <Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov>;
clipparelli@briansandoval.com <clipparelli@briansandoval.com>; CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us <CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us>; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us
<dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us>; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov <david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov>; Debbie Hohlt ( ; Denise Northrup
(Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov) <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov) <muchmored@michigan.gov>; Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us)
<Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us>; Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov) <doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov>; Ed Perez (eperez@osfr.state.tx.us) <eperez@osfr.state.tx.us>; emainigi
<emainig >; Eric Finkbeiner (eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov) <eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov>; griffin@  hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us
<hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us>; jabot10@  jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov <jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov>; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov
<jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov>; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov) <jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov>; Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov)
<jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov>; Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov) <barnesj7@michigan.gov>; Jeff Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov) <jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov>; Jen Rae Hein
(jen.hein@nebraska.gov) <jen.hein@nebraska.gov>; Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us) <jbranstett@state.pa.us>; Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us) <jim.soyer@state.sd.us>;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us <jmcallahan@state.pa.us>; John Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov) <John.Katz@alaska.gov>; joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov <joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov>;
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov <katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Katy Oder ; Keith Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us) <keith.gardner@state.nm.us>; Krista Carman
(kristacarman@  Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov) <kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov>; ktartaglia@state.pa.us <ktartaglia@state.pa.us>; Lauren
Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov) <lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>; Lgromis@  Lindsay Russell >; macarter32@
Marie Sanderson (msanderson@governor.state.ms.us) <msanderson@governor.state.ms.us>; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov) <Mark.Cate@tn.gov>; mary.mayhew@maine.gov
<mary.mayhew@maine.gov>; Michael Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov) <michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov>; Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov)
<Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov>; mkennicott@  mschrimpf@rga.org <mschrimpf@rga.org>; Nicole Guillemard (n
<nguillemard@prfaa.com>; rebmyers@state.pa.us <rebmyers@state.pa.us>; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us <renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us>; rob.jakubik
<rob.jakubik >; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov) <rspendlove@utah.gov>; Ryan McGinness ( ) ; Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov)
<rserote@az.gov>; Seth Levey < ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov <sirena.ramirez@guam.gov>; Spence Geissinger 
<spencer.geissinger >; Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov) <wags@la.gov>; tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov <tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov>; Tim Pearson
(timpearson@gov.sc.gov) <timpearson@gov.sc.gov>; Todd Smith (  travisrichmond@  Wayne Struble
(wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov) <wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov>; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us <wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us>; will.cromer@tn.gov <will.cromer@tn.gov>; Zak
Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov) <tomichz@michigan.gov> 
Cc: Lanier Swann (Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov) <Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>; brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov <brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov> 
Subject: Statement of Republican Policy on HR 1473 
 

 
April 14, 2011

 

H.R. 1473, Department of Defense and Full Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2011
 

Rep. Harold Rogers (R-KY)
 
HR 1473 provides appropriations for the Department of Defense and all other federal agencies through the remainder of fiscal year 2011  The bill implements the agreement between
the House, Senate and the Administration for completing action on all FY 2011 appropriations
 
Total non-emergency discretionary budget authority for Fiscal Year 2011, as scored by the Congressional Budget Office will be $1 050 trillion  This is $38 billion below the level
provided in the continuing resolution enacted by the Democrats at the end of last year  It includes $13 billion in reductions already enacted into law since March 4, 2011, plus nearly
$27 billion in additional new spending cuts  Total Budget Authority will be $78 5 billion below President Obama’s discretionary budget request for Fiscal Year 2011  The
Congressional Budget Office score for the bill is available here: http://www cbo gov/ftpdocs/121xx/doc12140/hr1473 pdf 
 
HR 1473 turns around the trajectory of Washington’s unsustainable spending binge best symbolized by the Democrats’ failed stimulus bill of 2009  By demonstrating that our
political system is capable of reining in uncontrolled spending, it sends a signal to job creators in the private sector that government will not continue to grow at a rate crowding out
private investment and making tax increases inevitable  It also sets the table for reducing spending in the future  Removing nearly $40 billion in spending from the federal ledger in
FY 2011 compounds to $315 billion in savings over the next decade compared to CBO’s baseline projections for discretionary spending, according to the Republican staff of the
Senate Budget Committee
 
At the account level, the bill challenges the notion that government programs are immortal by terminating more than 55 of them, including 40 ineffective programs at the Department
of Education  The bill cuts spending at the Environmental Protection Agency by 16 percent, and reduces spending on Congressional staff and office expenses in the House of
Representatives by 5 percent  The bill cuts $2 9 billion from high-speed rail projects  Other cuts include $377 million from the U S  contribution to the United Nations and other
international organizations, and a $130 million cut to international banks and financial institutions  A list of all the cuts may be viewed here:
http://appropriations house gov/_files/41211ProgramCutsListFinalFY2011CR pdf 
 
In addition to these important savings, the bill also ensures that our troops will be paid  The bill provides base funding for the Department of Defense of $513 billion, a $5 billion
increase over last year’s level  The bill also provides $157 8 billion in emergency funding for the Global War on Terror, supporting our operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, and other
places where American troops are facing hostile fire   
 
Important policy provisions will also be enacted under HR 1473  The Administration will be blocked from closing the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and from
bringing any of the detainees there to the Continental United States  The District of Columbia will be prevented from using any congressionally appropriated funds (no matter what
the original source) to pay for abortions, and the Senate and House will hold separate votes on ending federal funding for Planned Parenthood and its affiliates
 
The bill begins to repeal elements of Obamacare, rescinding $2 2 billion of the $6 billion in startup funds provided to the Consumer Operated and Oriented Plan (CO-OP) program
that some observers have characterized as “a back door to a public plan flying under a different flag ” The bill also repeals section 10108 ”free choice” vouchers  subsidizing
insurance purchases on government-created health care exchanges for persons with incomes up to 400% of poverty  It also blocks increased hiring by the IRS requested by the
President to enforce Obamacare’s individual mandate and other revenue provisions  In addition, the House and Senate will also take a separate vote on defunding the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PL 111-148) and the health care provisions of the related reconciliation act, PL 111-152
 
Adoption of HR 1473 will demonstrate that elections have consequences, and that our government is finally listening to the American people  Members are urged to support HR
1473

Provided by House Republican Leadership and the House Appropriations Committee.
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political system is capable of reining in uncontrolled spending, it sends a signal to job creators in the private sector that government will not continue to grow at a rate crowding out
private investment and making tax increases inevitable  It also sets the table for reducing spending in the future  Removing nearly $40 billion in spending from the federal ledger in
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bringing any of the detainees there to the Continental United States  The District of Columbia will be prevented from using any congressionally appropriated funds (no matter what
the original source) to pay for abortions, and the Senate and House will hold separate votes on ending federal funding for Planned Parenthood and its affiliates
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Provided by House Republican Leadership and the House Appropriations Committee.
 



From: 
To: 

• I I • • • • I 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

In addition to the info below, John McCormack's column in the Weekly Standard (here: 

http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/budget-confusion 557395.html) helps debunk some of 

the budget myths that have been floating around ... 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

Speaker Boehner Talks $315 Billion Spending Cut With 
Sean Hannity 

April 14, 2011 I Posted by Don Seymour I Permalink 

House Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) spoke with Sean Hannity about today's vote on legislation that 
cuts $315 bill ion over the next ten years, eliminates dozens of federal programs, and undermines the 
job-crushing health care law . Boehner says the legislation isn't perfect, but it clears the way for action 
on Chairman Paul Ryan's budget - The Path to Prosperity - which cuts trillions of dollars in spending 
to create a better environment for private sector job growth. Below is a link to the full audio and 
several excerpts from the interview. 

» CLICK HERE FOR AUDIO « 

Boehner on Cuttina $315 Billion Over 10 Years & Takina the Next Step with the Path to 
Prosperity: 



"Let's start with the facts. This agreement will cut $78.5 billion from what the president wanted to spend 
this fiscal year. And if Republ icans had not won the election in the House last November, I'll guarantee 
you they would have spent $78.5 bill ion more. We cut $38.5 to $39 billion below last year fiscal 2010 
numbers. And ... we'll save $315 billion over the next decade . Now this also includes a $5 bill ion 
increase in spending on defense. And so when you look at the numbers, we actually cut $44 billion out 
of this. This is the lamest cut to the federal government since World War II. Now you haven't seen me 
out there celebrating this because frankly this is a small step in the right direction. But this was a 
worthwhile step because while we're talking about billions this part of the week at the end of the week 
we'll be talking about trillions of dollars when we deal with Paul Ryan's Path to Prosperity ." 

Boehner on Changing the Debate from "No Cuts" to the Largest Cut Since WWII: 

"Remember what the president said at the beginning of the year: no cuts. No cuts. And now he's going 
to sign into law the largest [spending] cuts since WWII. I've got to tell you, these are real cuts . ... We 
eliminate funding for four of their czars. There are no earmarks in this bill. You know, a year ago when 
the president signed the omnibus appropriations bill there were 9,000 earmarks. There's not one 
earmark in this bill. And there are hundreds of programs where the funding has either been eliminated 

or reduced." 

Boehner on Republicans Controlling Only One Half of One Branch of the Federal Government: 

"I'm not jumping up and down, thrilled to death with this deal. But ifs the best we could get considering 
the Democrats control the Senate and the Democrats control the White House and they don't want to 
cut anything . .. . The only way we succeed is if the president signs a bill passed by the House and 
Senate into law. And if it's not signed into law, guess what: we get nothing. No cuts. What I'm trying to 
do here is do the responsible thing by keeping the government open and get the largest spending cuts 
that we can get. And getting $78.5 billion out of the $100 billion we wanted to save is a damn good 
first step." 

Also, be sure to check out these links for more information on the spending cut agreement: 

• By The Numbers: The Lamest Spending Cut Since World War II 

• MYTH VS. FACT: The Bipartisan Agreement to Cut Spending to Support Job Creation 

• President Who Began 2011 Saying "No Cuts" Now Poised to Sign Lamest Spending Cut Since 
WWI I 

• Six Ways Spending Cut Agreement Undermines ObamaCare 

• Strong Support For Pro-Life Protections in Spending Cut Agreement 

• Sacked: Spending Cut Agreement Eliminates Funding for Obama Czars 

• FACT CHECK: Spending Cut Agreement Takes Away Administration's "License to Spend " 
Cuts $315 Bil lion Over Ten Years 
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Below please find editorials from Speaker Boehner (POLITICO) and Bill Kristol (WEEKLY STANDARD).
 
+++++
 
 
Change direction of federal spending
By Rep. John A. Boehner
POLITICO
April 13, 2011 11:47 PM EDT
 
Six months ago, shortly before the election, the Democrats who run Washington were preparing an
“omnibus” spending bill loaded with earmarks and job-crushing tax hikes on small businesses.
Today, the people’s House is due to vote on a bill that cuts $315 billion from the federal budget over
the next 10 years — the largest non-defense spending cut in our history, earmark-free and with
zero tax hikes. These are real cuts.
 
It isn’t cause for celebration or back-patting. It’s what happens when the American people speak
out. It’s what government should be doing.
 
This agreement isn’t perfect. But it is exactly what we need to pave the way for the “Path to
Prosperity” budget offered by Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), which moves the
debate from cutting billions of dollars to cutting trillions. It also cleans up the budget mess left by
the last Congress — sending a signal to job creators nationwide that we have begun to end
Washington’s spending binge.



 
“This first step,” the Stanford economist John B. Taylor wrote, “helps establish the credibility
needed for the budget strategy to increase economic growth and encourage private investment.”
 
Specifically, House Republicans – up against a Democratic-run Senate and Democratic-controlled
White House – forced an agreement that cuts nearly $40 billion, compared to FY 2010 spending
levels. This means the federal government will spend $78.5 billion less this year than President
Barack Obama proposed.
 
The total spending cut would have been even higher – nearly $45 billion – had we not fought for and
secured a $5 billion increase in defense spending. This ensures that our troops have the tools they
need to accomplish their multiple missions.
 
The American people are concerned not just about how much we’re spending, but how we’re
spending it. One Obamacare program is eliminated altogether in this agreement; a second is cut
nearly in half.
 
Four of the Obama administration’s controversial “czars” are eliminated – and the president is
prohibited from replacing them. These include the “czars” charged with overseeing his government
takeover of health care and tasked with implementing the president’s job-crushing national energy
tax. They’re gone. The administration is signaling it will challenge the constitutionality of these
provisions. We say: Bring it on.
 
The agreement also secures Senate votes and debates on de-funding two of the president’s top
priorities – his job-crushing health care law and Planned Parenthood. It saves the successful D.C.
school choice program that Democrats have been trying to eliminate for years.
 
The Environmental Protection Agency, considered a prime source of government overregulation, is
to have its budget cut by 16 percent. Students will no longer be able to draw two Pell Grant awards
at the same time — saving taxpayers $35 billion over the next 10 years.
 
More than 40 other ineffective Department of Education programs will also be eliminated —
including Educational Technology State Grants, Even Start, Advanced Credentialing, Mental Health
Integration, Exchanges with Historic Whaling Partners, Women’s Educational Equity, Tech-Prep
Education State Grants, Smaller Learning Communities, Legal Assistance Loan Repayment Program,
Thurgood Marshall Legal Opportunity Scholarships and B.J. Stupak Olympic Scholarships.
 
This is all happening just months after the president and his Democratic allies called for zero cuts –
and claimed spending cuts would hurt the economy.
 
Liberals like the economist Paul Krugman have slammed the president for the agreement — noting
it means the White House has, in effect, admitted the “stimulus” spending binge is over.
 
They’re right. No matter how imperfect the agreement may be, we’re poised to make historic cuts
to both discretionary and mandatory “autopilot” spending. For anyone who believes Washington



should be spending more, taxing more and borrowing more — this is a defeat.
 
It’s true that many of the cuts in the agreement were proposed in the president’s budget – but
those cuts were used by the president to offset additional or new spending elsewhere. Now those
cuts are real cuts. We’re chopping billions of dollars off the baseline rather than allowing the Obama
administration simply to shift the savings toward other spending.
 
Think of it this way: You have $100 in your wallet that you were going to use to buy new clothes.
You haven’t spent it yet, because you haven’t found shirts you like or decided you didn’t need them.
Then someone comes along and takes away your $100.
 
Now you can’t spend it – not on clothes or anything else you were considering. The money’s gone –
your budget’s been cut. We’re taking away tens of billions of taxpayer dollars from the Obama
administration.
 
The new Republican majority began this Congress armed with a pledge: to create a better
environment for private sector job growth by cutting spending and removing barriers that make it
harder for small businesses to hire new workers.
 
That’s exactly what we’re doing, one step at a time. The spending cut agreement to be voted on
today isn’t perfect – not by a long shot. But it’s an important step toward getting Washington
spending under control and eliminating some of the barriers that are hurting job growth. There are
many more steps, more cuts, and more reforms to come.
 
 
Say Yes to the CR Mess
Don't be distracted from the main fight.
By William Kristol
WEEKLY STANDARD
April 14, 2011 9:11 AM
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/say-yes-cr-mess 557400.html
 
Let's assume for the purpose of argument that our friends at National Review
http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/264599/strike-one-editors are at least partly right in their
analysis of the deal on the continuing resolution (CR) that's to be voted on today in the House of
Representatives (but see John McCormack’s post http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/budget-
confusion_557395.html for some context). In their recommendation of a No vote, they seem to me
misguided.
 
Even if the savings from the CR are a "pittance," and the deal is "shot through with gimmicks and
one-time savings;" even if it's "a dog’s breakfast of budgetary legerdemain" that was "oversold and
dependent on classic Washington budget trickery" and that embodies “business as usual"--even so,
NR is wrong, I think, to conclude, "We’d vote 'no,' even if we understand the impulse to move on to
more important matters and to avoid a leap into the dark that might include a politically damaging
shutdown."



 
I’d vote yes.
 
The CR may well be a mess. It's certainly a sideshow. Perhaps John Boehner could have gotten a
better deal, but it wouldn't have made much difference in the big-picture budget fight anyway. That
fight is now underway, and the 2011 CR will be little noted, nor long remembered--unless the
squabble over the CR fractures Republicans, and unless it prevents them from being able to focus
the nation on what NR admits are "more important matters." The fact is the only way the 2011 CR
will end up making much difference is if the deal is defeated in the Republican House, and the
rejection leads to NR's "politically damaging shutdown" which then endangers future conservative
prospects this year, and next.
 
So don't let the CR make a difference. Pass it. Don't risk a shutdown for a trifle. Forget about sniping
at John Boehner. Help defeat Barack Obama in the major struggle that's now been joined on the
budget http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnN0X-fi5ds --and the future. Focus on Obama's
unbelievable irresponsibility, not Boehner's alleged negotiating deficiencies. Figure out what big
things (Medicaid reform?) can be added to the upcoming debt limit vote. Educate the public so as to
improve the current only slightly better than even split in public opinion
http://i2.cdn.turner.com/cnn/2011/images/04/12/rel6d.pdf on the GOP budget.
 
Conservatives who seek to govern this country will have a better chance of success if we behave as
adults working towards victory in an important cause, rather than reveling in our incorruptible purity
over on stage right, while neglecting what’s happening at center stage.
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MYTH: "Most of the cuts in the agreement aren't real cuts. Many are cuts that were already scheduled 
to happen, and were proposed in the president's budget." 

The spending cuts in the legislation are real cuts that help to clear a path for Chairman Paul Ryan's 
landmark Path to Prosperity budget The agreement includes a gross spending cut of nearly $45 
billion -- a net spending cut of nearly $40 billion, as a result of the $5 billion increase for the Defense 
Department that Speaker Boehner fought for and won. Democrats accurately note that some of the 
spending cuts in the agreement were proposed in the president's budget, but disingenuously fa il to 
note that many of those cuts were used in the president's budget to offset additional or new spending 
elsewhere. In the context of the agreement, those cuts are now real cuts - chopping billions of dollars 
off the baseline, rather than being used to offset other Washington spending sought by the 
administration. As Chairman Ryan said Tuesday, the agreement "[secures] tens of bill ions of dollars in 
spending cuts, forcing the President and his party's leaders to retreat from their reckless spending 
spree. The historic spending cut turns the page from Washington's pervasive culture of spending, 
sending a welcome signal to job creators and cleaning up the unprecedented budget mess left by the 
last Congress." 

MYTH: "President Obama got most of what he wanted." 



The agreement is imperfect, but it's hardly a "win" for President Obama or the Democratic Party 
agenda of bigger government and increased spending. As a result of the agreement, the federal 
government will spend $78.5 bill ion less than President Obama proposed spending this year. The 
agreement eliminates one Obamacare program, cuts a second nearly in half, and eliminates four of 
the Obama Administration's controversial "czars" - including the president's health czar charged with 
overseeing his government takeover of health care, his auto czar responsible for managing the federal 
government's takeover of U.S. auto manufacturers, and his climate change czar tasked with 
implementing the president's job-crushing national energy tax. The agreement secures Senate votes 
and debate on de-funding of two presidential priorities - Obamacare and Planned Parenthood - while 
saving the successful D.C. school choice program Democrats have been trying to eliminate for years. 

MYTH: "The cuts in the agreement will have no impact on the long-term trajectory of government 
spending." 

The agreement will chop an estimated $315 bill ion out of the federal budget over the next 10 years, 
setting the table for Chairman Paul Ryan's Path to Prosperity budget, which cuts trillions. The notion 
that cuts in mandatory spending are not "real" cuts is a potentially lethal misconception for 
conservatives to accept. Dramatic reductions in both discretionary and mandatory ("autopilot") 
spending are essential to help reduce uncertainty in our economy and create a better environment for 
job growth, and the agreement makes historic cuts in both types of spending -- just months after 
President Obama and his Democratic allies in Congress called for zero cuts and claimed spending 
cuts would hurt the economy. 

MYTH: "The agreement is just more of the same. It doesn't really signal any kind of shift in the 
direction of our government " 

While imperfect, the agreement marks the beginning of a major shift in economic policy - a shift that 
defined clearly by the GOP budget for which it sets the table, Chairman Ryan's Path to Prosperity. As 
late as a few months ago, President Obama was call ing for zero spending cuts, clinging to his 
trademark Keynesian arguments and insisting that spending cuts would hurt the economy. With the 
agreement, the White House has unceremoniously abandoned that "stimulus" argument. Liberals 
have slammed President Obama for the agreement, noting it means the White House has, in effect, 
admitted the "stimulus" spending binge is over. "Princeton University professor Paul Krugman noted 
that by agreeing to this level of budget cuts, Obama had accepted the premise that the economy has 
recovered enough to withstand the withdrawal of federal spending. Despite the fragile economic 
recovery, the economy is still not strong enough, Krugman argued," according to Politico. And it's 
notable that the agreement includes zero earmarks - a stark contrast to two years ago, when 
President Obama accommodated a Democratic House and Senate and signed into law a massive 
omnibus spending bill containing an estimated 9,000 earmarks. 

MYTH: "The agreement really only cuts about $14 billion in spending. Most of the cuts are from non 
discretionary spending, which doesn't change the baseline." 

Discretionary spending cuts account for more than half of the nearty $45 bill ion in gross spending cuts 
that are made in the agreement. As previously noted, the agreement will chop an estimated $315 
billion out of the federal budget over the next 10 years, setting the table for Chairman Paul Ryan's Path 
to Prosperity budget, which cuts trillions. The notion that cuts in mandatory spending are not "real" 
cuts is a potentially lethal misconception for anyone to accept. Dramatic reductions in both 
discretionary and mandatory ("autopilot") spending are essential to help reduce uncertainty in our 
economy and create a better environment for job growth, and the agreement makes historic cuts in 
both types of spending -- just months after President Obama and his Democratic all ies in Congress 
called for zero cuts and claimed spending cuts would hurt the economy. 

MYTH: "The provisions eliminating President Obama's 'czars ' for health care, climate change and 
other topics are meaningless The administration has already vacated these posts or scheduled them 
for elimination." 

The agreement means these posts won't be coming back -- good news for Americans discomforted by 



the Obama Administration's agenda of government takeovers and bailouts. And perhaps more 
importantly, the provisions establish a precedent that Congress can deny the president funding for 
such positions -- effectively challenging their constitutionality. 

MYTH: "The agreement is a win for President Obama because it includes a mix of discretionary 
spending cuts and mandatory spending cuts, rather than just discretionary spending cuts." 

The bill passed by the House in February, H.R. 1, also included mandatory spending cuts. Like H.R. 1, 
the agreement makes real cuts in discretionary spending and includes no tax increases. After initially 
opposing any spending cuts, the White House and Congressional Democrats abandoned that position 
during negotiations and tried to cut their losses by demanding tax increases and trying to prevent 
virtually any cuts to discretionary spending. Republican negotiators rebuffed this gambit and forced 
the White House to accept an agreement with a mix of cuts from both discretionary and mandatory 
spending programs, and zero tax hikes. As noted previously, dramatic reductions in both discretionary 
and mandatory spending are needed to help reduce uncertainty in our economy and create a better 
environment for job growth. The agreement makes historic cuts in both types of spending -- just 
months after President Obama and his Democratic allies in Congress called for zero cuts and claimed 
spending cuts would hurt the economy. 

MYTH: "The agreement just nicks a few programs; it doesn't actually eliminate anything." 

The agreement terminates more than 40 ineffective programs at the U.S. Department of Education 
alone, including Educational Technology State Grants, Even Start, Advanced Credentialing, Mental 
Health Integration, Exchanges with Historic Whaling Partners, Women's Educational Equity, Tech-Prep 
Education State Grants, Smaller Leaming Communities, Legal Assistance Loan Repayment Program, 
Thurgood Marshall Legal Opportunity Scholarships, and B.J. Stupak Olympic Scholarships. For a full 
list of federal programs that are cut or eliminated by the agreement, go here. The bill also eliminates 
the ability of students to draw down two Pell Grant awards at the same time, saving an additional $35 
billion over the next 10 years. 
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President Who Began 2011 Saying “No Cuts” Now Poised to Sign Largest Spending Cut Since WWII

April 12, 2011 | Posted by Speaker Boehner Press Office |
Permalink<http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=129874-3477662>

White House spin merchants are in overdrive this week, contending that their boss – who just months
ago called for a spending freeze that would result in no cuts to federal spending levels – will be getting
most of what he asked for from Congress when he signs into law the largest non-defense spending cut
in American history.  The White House-spun yarn goes something like this: “Despite his January call for
zero spending cuts, the president has actually always been in favor of spending cuts, as long as they
are cuts in mandatory spending.  And since the final agreement contains significant cuts in mandatory
spending along with significant cuts in discretionary spending, it means the president won.”

Here are the facts:

 *   Republicans believe dramatic reductions in both discretionary and mandatory (“autopilot”) spending
are essential to help reduce uncertainty in our economy and create a better environment for job growth,
and the agreement makes historic cuts in both types of spending -- just months after President Obama
and his Democratic allies in Congress called for zero cuts and claimed spending cuts would hurt the
economy.

 *   Democrats note that some of the spending cuts in the agreement were proposed in the president’s
budget, but disingenuously fail to note that many of those cuts were used in the president’s budget to
offset additional or new spending elsewhere.  In the context of the agreement, those cuts are now real
cuts – chopping billions of dollars off the baseline, rather than being used to offset other Washington
spending sought by the administration.



 *   As Chairman Paul Ryan said Tuesday, the agreement "[secures] tens of billions of dollars in
spending cuts, forcing the President and his party’s leaders to retreat from their reckless spending
spree.  The historic spending cut turns the page from Washington’s pervasive culture of spending,
sending a welcome signal to job creators and cleaning up the unprecedented budget mess left by the
last Congress."

 *   The agreement cuts nearly $40 billion compared to FY 2010 spending levels (nearly $38 billion
compared to the March 4 continuing resolution) – the largest non-defense spending cut in American
history – and will cut $315 billion from the federal budget over the next decade, clearing a path for the
landmark Path to Prosperity budget offered by Chairman Ryan, which cuts trillions more over the next
decade.  The bill also eliminates the ability of students to draw down two Pell Grant awards at the same
time, saving an additional $35 billion over the next 10 years.

 *   The gross spending cut in the bill is nearly $45 billion.  The total spending cut would be nearly $45
billion had the Speaker not fought for – and won – a $5 billion increase in defense spending, which is
included in the agreement.

 *   As a result of the agreement, the federal government will spend $78.5 billion less than President
Obama proposed spending this year.

 *   The agreement eliminates one Obamacare program, cuts a second nearly in half, and eliminates
four of the Obama Administration’s controversial “czars” – including the president’s health czar charged
with overseeing his government takeover of health care, his auto czar responsible for managing the
federal government’s takeover of U.S. auto manufacturers, and his climate change czar tasked with
implementing the president’s job-crushing national energy tax.

 *   The agreement secures Senate votes and debate on de-funding of two presidential priorities –
Obamacare and Planned Parenthood – while saving the successful D.C. school choice program
Democrats have been trying to eliminate for years.

 *   The agreement includes zero earmarks – a stark contrast to two years ago, when President Obama
accommodated a Democratic House and Senate and signed into law a massive omnibus spending bill
containing an estimated 9,000 earmarks.

 *   The agreement makes real cuts in discretionary spending and includes no tax increases.  After
initially opposing any spending cuts, the White House and Congressional Democrats abandoned that
position during negotiations and tried to cut their losses by demanding tax increases and trying to
prevent virtually any cuts to discretionary spending.  Republican negotiators rebuffed this gambit and
forced the White House to accept an agreement with a mix of cuts from both discretionary and
mandatory spending programs, and zero tax hikes.

 *   The agreement terminates more than 40 ineffective programs at the U.S. Department of Education
alone, including Educational Technology State Grants, Even Start, Advanced Credentialing, Mental Health
Integration, Exchanges with Historic Whaling Partners, Women’s Educational Equity, Tech-Prep
Education State Grants, Smaller Learning Communities, Legal Assistance Loan Repayment Program,
Thurgood Marshall Legal Opportunity Scholarships, and B.J. Stupak Olympic Scholarships.

 *

For a full list of federal programs that are cut or eliminated by the agreement, click
here<http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=129875-3477662>.
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From: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.ni-us; will.cromer@tn.gov: Zak Tomich Ctomichz@michigan.gov) 
Lanier Swann (Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov); brandi white@mcconnell.senate.gov 
Six Ways Spending Cut Agreement Undermines Obamacare 
Tuesday, April 12, 2011 5 :21 :58 PM 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

Six Ways Spending Cut Agreement Undermines 
Obama Care 

April 12, 2011 I Posted by Michael Ricci I Permalink 

The spending cut agreement announced last week undermines the job-crushing health care law in at 
least six ways as Republicans continue to fight for its full repeal: 

1. The spending cut agreement forces the Democratic-led Senate to hold an up-or-down 
vote on repealing the job-crushing health care law. This vote, observers say, "forces 
Democrats to defend the massive government expansion of control yet again." The Senate 
vote is also being hailed as a "pro-life victorv," along with other pro-life protections included in 
the agreement. 

2. The agreement requires the Government Accountability Office, Congress's invest igative 
watchdog, to conduct "a series of studies " regarding the job-crushing health care law's 
impact on the economy , starting with an audit of the controversial waivers the Obama 
Administration has provided to unions and businesses . That audit will be due within 60 days 
once the agreement becomes law. Other audits will examine: (1) the premium impacts for 
individuals and families as a result of certain ObamaCare mandates; (2) what's happening 
with the comparative effectiveness research funding in ObamaCare and the fa iled 'stimulus'; 
and (3) all of the contractors who have been hired to implement the law and the costs to 
taxpayers of such contracts. 



3. The Internal Revenue Service will have its budget frozen under the agreement, severely 
hampering its ability to enforce the job-crushing health care law. Right before Congress 
forced ObamaCare through last year, it was discovered that the IRS would need to undergo 
its largest expansion since World War II - including the addition of 16,500 new agents - in 
order to enforce the law's tax hikes and mandates. 

4. The agreement restricts the use of a controversial ObamaCare slush fund, the 
"Prevention and Public Health Fund," which the Energy & Commerce Committee set its sights 
on after discovering that taxpayer dollars were being used at the sole discretion of the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services. 

5. The agreement eliminates ObamaCare's " Free Choice Vouchers" program , which 
employers and job creators opposed, according to The Hill , "out of concern that it could lead 
young, healthy workers to opt out of the employer plan, driving up costs for everybody 
else." 

6. The agreement slashes start-up funding for ObamaCare's " Consumer Operated and 
Oriented Plan" (CO-OP) program, which has been called a "stealth public plan." The non
partisan Congressional Budget Office warned that the co-ops wouldn't work, saying they had 
"very little effect on the estimates of total enrollment in the exchanges or federal costs." 

BONUS. The spending cut agreement paves the way for Chairman Paul Ryan's (R-WI) FY 2012 
budget, "The Path to Prosperity,'' which repeals the entire job-crushing health care law so we can 
replace it with common -sense reforms that lower costs and protect jobs. 

With public support for ObamaCare dropping to its lowest level yet, th is would be the second time in as 
many weeks Congress has chipped away at the job-crushing law: last week, the Senate passed H.R. 
4, Pledge to America legislation repealing its 1099 small business mandate. As Speaker Boehner has 
said , " if the Senate won't join us in passing a bil l that repeals ObamaCare all at once, we will 
work to repeal it step-by -step." The spending cut agreement continues this work. Read the fu ll text 
of the spending cut legislation online here and learn more about it here. 
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FFIS Weekly Update – December 4, 2012 
  
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
December 4, 2012: President and the House Release Deficit Reduction Proposals; Negotiations 
Continue this Week Last Thursday, the administration began floating a $4 trillion deficit-reduction plan 
that calls for at least $1.6 trillion in additional tax revenues over 10 years through the year-end 
expiration of the 2001/2003 tax cuts on income over $250,000, taxing dividends as normal income, and 
raising the estate tax to 45% with a $3.5 million exemption. The rest of the tax increases and the 
entitlement savings would come next year, through congressional revisions to the tax code and 
retirement programs. The plan would postpone for one year the automatic spending cuts scheduled for 
January 2, 2013, under sequestration, cut $400 billion from federal health and entitlement programs, 
renew extended unemployment compensation, and extend the “patch” for the alternative minimum 
tax. The plan also includes $50 billion for a new infrastructure bank, home mortgage refinancing, and a 
permanent end to congressional control over statutory borrowing limits (e.g. giving the president 
discretionary authority to lift the debt ceiling, instead of requiring legislation). 
 
Republicans have criticized the plan and stated that little progress has been made through recent “fiscal 
cliff” negotiations. On Monday, the speaker of the House released a $2.2 trillion deficit-reduction 
counter offer to the president that would raise tax revenues by $800 billion over 10 years through base 
broadening, cut $600 billion from federal health and entitlement programs, institute an additional $300 
billion in mandatory savings and $300 billion in discretionary cuts, and save $200 billion by applying a 
less generous measure of inflation to all federal programs, including Social Security benefits. 
 
Negotiations will continue this week, but White House officials and congressional leaders will probably 
need to at least agree on some basic principles of an eventual agreement if they hope to pass deficit-
reduction legislation before the new year. 
 
December 4, 2012: Some Appropriations Bills Could Advance Before Year’s End House and Senate 
appropriators have agreed on several spending bills for FY 2013, but there is no plan yet for advancing 
these bills through the lame duck session. However, the House appropriations chairman has said that 
“four or five” may be moved in a single package, while work continues on the remaining FY 2013 
appropriations bills. 
 
EDUCATION 
December 3, 2012: ED Seeks Comments on Education Jobs Report The Department of Education (ED) is 
seeking comments from states on the annual Education Jobs Report. The report summarizes a state’s 
use of Education Jobs Fund allocations and the impact of those funds on education and other areas in 
the state. More details on the agency’s request can be found here: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-
2012-12-03/pdf/2012-29108.pdf  
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November 26, 2012: Education Releases Graduation Rate Statistics ED recently released data detailing 
state four-year high school graduation rates in school year (SY) 2010-2011. This is the first year for which 
all states used a common measure. Using the new metric, 26 states reported lower graduation rates 
than the previous school year, while 24 states reported no change or an increase in graduation rates. 
However, ED notes that some of the variation is due to the change in reporting metric. More details can 
be found in ED’s press release: http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/states-report-new-high-school-
graduation-rates-using-more-accurate-common-measur  
 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
December 3, 2012: ACF Publishes Memorandums for Head Start Grantees The Administration for 
Children and Families (ACF) released guidance to Head Start grantees on the disposition of older 
modular units and payment options available to participants in the E-Rate program.  To access the new 
guidance, go to: http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/standards/IMs/2012 
 
November 30, 2012: HHS Publishes FY 2014 FMAPs The Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) published the Federal Medicaid Assistance Percentages (FMAPs) and enhanced FMAPs for FY 
2014. HHS determined that Louisiana qualified for the disaster-recovery FMAP adjustment in FY 2014. 
To view the notice click here: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-11-30/pdf/2012-29035.pdf 
 
The final FMAPs match FFIS calculations in Issue Brief 12-36.  
  
November 30, 2012: CMS Announces Provider Enrollment Fee The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) published a notice in the Federal Register to announce a $532 calendar year (CY) 2013 
application fee for institutional providers that are initially enrolling in the Medicare, Medicaid, or the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP): http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-11-30/pdf/2012-
29003.pdf 
 
November 28, 2012: CMCS Issues Guidance on Inpatient Psychiatric Services for Individuals Under Age 
21 The Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services (CMCS) released the following bulletin to clarify and 
describe flexibility available to states to ensure the provision of medically necessary Medicaid services to 
children in inpatient psychiatric facilities: http://www.medicaid.gov/Federal-Policy-
Guidance/downloads/CIB-11-28-12.pdf 
 
November 28, 2012: ACF Releases FAQ on Child Care Report ACF issued the following FAQ document 
on the recent changes, focused on quality-related information, made to the child care monthly data 
report (ACF-801): http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/occ/resource/frequently-asked-questions-new-
elements-in-the-acf-801-report 
 
HEALTH CARE REFORM 
November 30, 2012: OPM Releases Proposed Regulations for Multi-State Plans The Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM) published a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to implement the Multi-State Plan 
Program (MSPP). The rule outlines the process by which OPM will establish the MSPP to offer private 
insurance products on the exchanges, as well as to establish standards and requirements for MSPP 
issuers and Multi-State plans (MSPs). Under the proposed rule, health insurance issuers will offer at 
least two MSPs on each of the Affordable Insurance Exchanges through contract with OPM. OPM will 
administer the MSPP consistent with state insurance laws and in coordination and cooperation with 
states. Comments are due January 4, 2013. OPM intends to publish a final rule early in 2013. For more 
information, go to: http://www.opm.gov/insure/mspp/index.asp 
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November 30, 2012: CCIIO Announces Additional Application Date for Exchange Establishment Grants 
The Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) announced an additional 
application deadline of December 28, 2012, for Level I and Level II grants for supporting the 
establishment of health insurance exchanges. More details can be found at: 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/fundingopportunities/index.html#peg 
 
November 30, 2012: CCIIO Updates Fact Sheet on Exchange CCIIO updated its fact sheet on federally 
facilitated exchanges, which outlines recent progress and provides a timeline of major events: 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/FFE%20Progress%20fact%20sheet.pdf 

HOUSING 
November 30, 2012: HUD Grants Regulatory and Administrative Waivers for Public and Indian Housing 
Programs in Storm Disaster Areas The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has 
advised the public of regulations and administrative requirements governing programs that have been 
waived as a result of Superstorm Sandy. Entities that administer certain programs and are located in a 
federal disaster area as a result of the storm may defer compliance with the regulations and other 
requirements listed in this notice for an initial period of 12 months. Those not located within a federal 
disaster area, but assisting with Superstorm Sandy recovery and relief, may request to defer compliance 
with these regulations and other requirements for the same period of time. Click here for details: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-11-30/pdf/2012-29038.pdf 
 
November 27, 2012: HUD Details Requirements, Waivers Under Neighborhood Stabilization Program 
HUD released a notice describing closeout requirements and additional regulations waived for grantees 
receiving funds under the Neighborhood Stabilization Program funding. Click here to access the notice: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-11-27/pdf/2012-28642.pdf 
 
INTERIOR 
November 30, 2012: Interior Issues States’ Decisions on Accounting and Auditing Relief for Federal Oil 
and Gas Marginal Properties The Department of Interior’s (DOI) Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
(ONRR) released states’ decisions regarding accounting and auditing relief for federal oil and gas 
properties. In 2004, ONRR provided two types of accounting and auditing relief for federal onshore or 
outer continental shelf lease production. States that received a portion of federal royalties decided 
whether to participate in one or both relief options. ONRR’s current notice provides affected states’ 
decisions for 2013. To view the decisions, click here: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-11-
30/pdf/2012-28935.pdf  
 
JUSTICE 
November 28, 2012: OJJDP Posts FY 2012 Award Data The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention (OJJDP) has posted data on its FY 2012 awards. The information can be sorted by solicitation, 
grantee, award amount, and state. Click here to access the information: 
http://www.ojjdp.gov/enews/12juvjust/121128.html 
 
LABOR 
November 29, 2012: ETA Updates UI Data Validation Operations Guide The Department of Labor’s 
(DOL) Employment and Training Administration (ETA) issued an updated Data Validation Operations 
Guide for state unemployment insurance (UI). The updated guide reflects recent modifications to the 
data validation state software. The new guide can be accessed here: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/UIPL/UIPL 1 11 Change2.pdf  
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November 29, 2012: ETA Issues Guidance on RES and REAs for EUC Recipients ETA issued guidance to 
states on the new Reemployment Services (RES) and Reemployment and Eligibility Assessment (REA) 
requirements for recipients of Emergency Unemployment Compensation (EUC). More details can be 
found in the guidance document: http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEGL/TEGL 20-11 Chg1.pdf  
 
November 27, 2012: ETA Releases Updated PY 2011/FY 2012 Performance Reporting and Data 
Validation Timelines ETA released revised performance reporting requirements and timelines for the 
following programs: National Emergency Grants, Wagner-Peyser Act Employment Service, Local 
Veterans’ Employment Representative, Disabled Veterans’ Outreach Program, and Trade Adjustment 
Assistance. To view the updated materials, click here: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEGL/TEGL 28-11 change1.pdf  
 
NUTRITION 
November 30, 2012: FNS Releases Guidance on Computer Matching Regulation The Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) provided a Q&A document to states on the 
requirements for state verification of death and prisoner status under the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP). The guidance deals with issues arising from FNS’s final rule issued on August 
13, 2012. A copy of the Q&A can be accessed here: http://aphsa.org/Home/Doc/eDRS-Reg-8-13-12-
QAs.pdf  
 
TRANSPORTATION 
November 30, 2012: TSA Announces Two New Agency Information Collections under BASE Program 
The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) has announced two new Information Collection 
Requests (ICR) regarding the Highway Baseline Assessment for Security Enhancement (BASE) Program. 
These voluntary information collections will allow TSA to conduct transportation security-related 
assessments during site visits with security and operating officials of surface transportation entities and 
transit agencies. 

 



From: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Date: 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

Dems Toast ObamaCare's Broken Promises, While 
Americans Live Them: Fewer Jobs, Higher Costs, and 
Reduced Coverage 

March 17, 2011 I Posted by Michael Ricci I Permalink 

House Democrats this morning will come together to toast the one-year anniversary of their job
crushing health care law, and all its fewer jobs, higher costs, and reduced coverage. According to 
tradition, the first anniversary is considered the 'paper anniversary.' With that in mind, here are some 
items we're happy to offer up for this morning's celebration: 

• A letter signed by 200 economists and experts stating that ObamaCare's maze of mandates, 
tax hikes, and penalties "create major barriers to stronger job growth." The letter also 
highlights the devastating impact ObamaCare will have on the nation's already-precarious 
fiscal health, adding more than $500 billion to the deficit during the first ten years, and nearly 
$1.5 trill ion in the following decade. 

• A transcript of testimony from Congressional Budget Office director Douglas Elmendorf, who 
verified that the health care law will reduce the number of full-time jobs by 800.000. 
(There's video too.) 

• This Associated Press article summing up the recent testimony of Richard Foster, Medicare's 
independent economic expert, who told Congress that "two central promises" of ObamaCare -



lower costs and letting people keep their current coverage - "are unlikely to be fulfi lled." We'd 
staple to that an independent report showing that as many as 35 million Americans could 
lose their employer-based health insurance on account of the burdens ObamaCare places 
on businesses large and small alike. 

• The results of a new national survey showing that support for repeal of the job-crushina law 
" has reached its highest level since May of last year. " It was the president's pollster who 
said last March that ObamaCare would "win over public support• after becoming law. 

• The fu ll list of the more than 1 000 waivers the Obama Administration has granted to 
employers and unions seeking protection from the health care law's job-crushing requirements. 
The waivers have been called a "liabilitv for the White House" and yet another "rallying cry" for 
repeal. 

• A joint congressional report released by House Energy & Commerce Chairman Fred Upton (R
MI) and Senate Finance Ranking Member Orrin Hatch (R-UT) that details how the massive 
Medicaid expansion in ObamaCare will cost $118 bill ion, roughly double what Congress' 
independent budget score keeper, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO). originally 

estimated. 

• This colorful chart put together by Joint Economic Committee Republicans detailing 
ObamaCare's bewildering arrangement of new government agencies, regulations and 
mandates. 

For good measure, we offer a printable copy of the Pledge to America , which lays out Republicans' 
commitment to repealing ObamaCare and replacing it with common-sense reforms that lower costs 
and protect American jobs. Since January, the new House majority has voted to fully repeal the $2.6 
trillion health care law; to defund the law as part of H.R. 1; and to repeal the job-destroying 1099 small 
business mandate. This week, Speaker Boehner announced the House will soon vote to eliminate 
mandatorv spending slush funds in ObamaCare. Hearings to uncover the full truth about ObamaCare 
continue as well. 

•1n case you're wondering, the second anniversary is the 'cotton anniversary.' Of course, if the 
Democrats who run Washington finally listen to the American people, the job-crushing health care law 
won't make it that far. 
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NGA Health and Human Services Reps Meeting 
June 8, 2011 
Exchanges Overview and Update 
 
Discussion Items 
 

• Exchange legislation overview 
• Decision points and trends 
• View from Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) 
• Issues being raised from state perspective 
• Other observations 
• Recent headlines 

 
 
Exchange legislation overview 
 
States that have passed legislation: 
Republican governors: North Dakota (intent), Virginia (Intent) 
Democratic governors: California, Colorado (split legislature), Connecticut, Hawaii, Maryland, 
Oregon (split legislature), Vermont (split legislature), Washington, West Virginia 
 
No legislation introduced: 
Republican governors: Florida, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, Michigan, Ohio, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Wisconsin 
Democratic governors: Delaware, Kentucky (split legislature), New York, Massachusetts 
 
Alternate paths: 
Governors using executive authority to move process along: Alabama, Georgia, Indiana 
Interim study group legislation: Mississippi, Oklahoma, Utah, Wyoming 
 
Among Democratic governors: 
Passed: 9 states 
Pending: 3 states 
Failed/expired: 3 states 
Not introduced yet/other circumstances: 4 states (e.g. Massachusetts, New York) 
 
Republican governors: 
Passed: (2 states with intent legislation) 
Pending: 7 states 
Failed/expired: 12 states 
Not introduced/other: 9 states 
 
* Rhode Island has legislation pending 
 
Decision points and trends 
 

• Whether to spell everything out in legislation 
o Trending towards leaving policy details to be determined later/next session 

• Where in the government to establish the exchange (nonprofit/agency/quasi-
governmental) 



o Trending towards quasi-governmental agency (less strict hiring and procurement 
rules, easier rules for negotiating with third parties) 

• Whether to combine the individual and small group insurance exchanges 
o Trending towards keeping them separate 

• How to finance the exchange 
o Trending towards assessing fees on health plans 

• The role of agents and brokers 
o Trending towards bringing them into the fold and giving them a role 

 
 
View from Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) 
(Lead office within HHS on exchanges) 
 
Areas of emphasis for states: 
 

• Setting a vision: Partnerships between state/federal, private insurance market/Medicaid, 
and government/private sector 

• Consumer experience: “No wrong door,” seamless experience, real-time eligibility 
determinations where possible, maximize online usability 

o Bringing together necessary data streams to make this possible; upgrade 
eligibility systems and integrate with other state programs 

• Cross-agency collaboration within states; bring everyone to the table 
 
 
Issues being raised from state perspective 
 

• Extremely aggressive timeline; information and guidance not flowing from HHS fast 
enough 

o Several game-changing unknowns, i.e. essential benefits package; 
• Concerns over ultimate level of access to necessary data, i.e. synching state/federal tax 

information; 
• Cost allocation and budgeting; difficult to set budgets with uncertain funding streams; 

(especially challenging to incorporate Medicaid into budgets); 
• Ensuring that health plans will participate, balancing tradeoffs of setting “active 

purchasing” and reporting requirements so high as to deter plan participation; and 
• Navigating governance and conflict of interest issues. 

 
 
Other observations 
 

• States officials are beginning to step up dialogue to ask for more information, more 
guidance, faster review 

• HHS is beginning to step up conversation, push for action (report out of Montana that 
they will assess states who have not taken action on 1/1/12). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Recent Headlines: 
 

• HHS awarded Rhode Island, Washington, and Indiana “Establishment Grants” to 
provide continued funding for the IT infrastructure development of state exchanges. 
Indiana and Rhode Island received roughly $5 million and $6 million, respectively. 
Washington received $22 million to assist with IT as well as to help the state develop 
policy options. 

• Alabama Governor Bentley signed an executive order creating the Alabama Health 
Insurance Exchange Study Commission.  

• Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper signed legislation passed in early May creating 
an exchange.  

• The Connecticut House voted Saturday on a bill to establish a quasi-public agency to 
oversee the exchange – It heads to the governor now. 

• Georgia Governor Nathan Deal has signed an executive order creating a panel to 
determine whether to establish a state-based exchange. 

• Oregon legislation was passed a final vote this week, and is headed to Governor 
Kitzhaber for signing.  



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Marie Sanderson; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom

; brian.mcmanus2 ; JohnPatrick.Walsh ;
Rob.Jakubik  bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03
chiproytexas ; dhiowa ; jabot10 ; janelcausey ;
jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ; wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov;
jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler;
JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; debbie ; griffin ; wstruble ;
wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman  Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; brian ;
ryan@ ; nguillemard ; sarah.echols ; Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; Seth
Levey; ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov; katyoder 99 ;
pjpgator ; ,; Moore, Brian, GOV; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; ,; Rojas, Elizabeth; Jonathan
Ringo; Stafford Olivia Palmieri; jhurst6 ; rick.perez@guam.gov; twatkins ;
Landon.fulmer@ks.gov; shawnpreese  lauren.lepage@maine.gov; jwkatz

Subject: Draft exchange discussion document
Date: Tuesday, October 25, 2011 10:18:27 AM
Attachments: 2011 10 25 DRAFT rga exchanges.doc

Per our staff-only meeting yesterday at the Healthcare summit, attached is a discussion document
prepared by IN and several other states to continue our debate of healthcare exchanges.

We will have a healthcare task force meeting on Thursday at 5 PM EDT to build off our staff-only
discussion.  Another notice and agenda will be distributed tomorrow re that RGPPC healthcare task force
call.

Best,
Marie

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)



From: National Governors Association
To: Health Policy Advisors
Subject: E-introduction and Update on CMS Release of Regulations
Date: Friday, July 08, 2011 3:43:10 PM
Attachments: Krista Drobac.vcf

Krista Drobac Bio.docx
Financial Models Supporting Integrated Care SMD.pdf
Dual Eligible letter fom the Secretary.pdf

 

Good Afternoon Health Policy Advisors:
 
I wanted to write to introduce myself and update you on several regulations from CMS.
 
First,  I am the new Director of the Health Division in the Center for Best Practices at the National
Governors Association.  I have attached my bio and e-card.  Please do not hesitate to call me if I can
be of any assistance.  I look forward to meeting and working with all of you.  If any of you plan to
attend the NGA Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City, please let me know and I will try to look you up.
 
Second, we expect a number of important regulatory announcements from CMS over the next few
weeks and months.  As these occur, we will provide you with information as quickly as possible.  We
plan to send you analysis of the implications of the insurance exchange regulations (see below) and
host briefings via conference calls to give you all an opportunity to discuss and analyze the
regulations.
 
CMS Announcement on Dual Eligibles
Today, CMS made an announcement today regarding dual eligibles.  Summarized below are the
three initiatives, including the testing of two shared savings models.  The first model is a capitated
approach to integration for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees and the second is a managed fee-for-
service (FFS) approach to integration.  CMS will also implement a demonstration to improve health
outcomes in for nursing facility residents and a CMS will launch a technical assistance resource
center to assist all states in coordinating care to high-need, high-cost beneficiaries.  Attached is the
letter sent to State Medicaid Directors regarding the new initaitives.
 
Demonstration Program to Test Financial Models for Improved Care Coordination
The CMS Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation will test two financial models to determine

whether they save money while preserving or enhancing the quality of care.  Interested states can send

a letter of intent and work with CMS to determine whether they meet established standards and

conditions.  The Innovation Center will approve qualifying States that collectively serve up to 1 to 2

million dual eligibles. 

CMS Fact Sheet: Testing Financial Models to Support State Efforts to Coordinate Care for Medicare-

Medicaid Enrollees

 

 
Demonstration to Improve Care Quality for Nursing Facility Residents
CMS will competitively select and partner with independent organizations that will provide enhanced

clinical services to people in approximately 150 nursing homes. Initiatives should be targeted to

improve health outcomes and reduce preventable hospitalizations.



CMS Fact Sheet: Demonstration to Improve Care Quality for Nursing Facility Residents

 

 
Technical Assistance Resource Center Available to States
CMS announced it has created a resource center to assist states in delivering coordinated health care

to high-cost beneficiaries.  This resource center will focus on helping states in promoting coordinated

care and reducing costs.

CMS Fact Sheet: Technical Assistance Resource Center Available to States

 

 

CMS Announcement on Health Insurance Exchanges
CMS will be releasing a series of regulations on Health Insurance Exchanges, the first of which is
expected to be released on Monday morning and cover the operations of Exchanges, including the
requirements for the establishment and operation of an Exchange and requirements for certifying
health plans for participation.  Also included will be information about navigators and SHOP
Exchanges.  Subsequent regulations will include tax eligibility and enrollment requirements and risk
adjustment.
 
Thank you. 
 
Krista Drobac
Director, Health Division
Center for Best Practices
National Governors Association, Suite 267
444 North Capitol Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Office: 202-624-7872
Cell: 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
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Key Issues and Decisions Briefing Paper 
Health and Human Services Commission  

Office of Social Services (OSS) - Policy Strategy, Analysis, and Development  
August, 2012 

 
Topic:  Eligibility Changes as a result of the Affordable Care Act  

 

Background 
 
Effective January 1, 2014, the Affordable Care Act (ACA) requires states to: 
• Use modified adjusted gross income (MAGI) methodologies for most eligibility 

determinations for Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and the 
health benefit Exchange (Exchange). MAGI methodologies use tax definitions of household 
income to determine eligibility.  

• Coordinate eligibility determinations between Medicaid, CHIP and the Exchange.  
 
Implementing these requirements will result in significant changes to eligibility policy, 
operations, and systems. OSS is coordinating with HHSC Information Technology (IT) to plan for 
implementation of these changes.  A summary follows of the impact of the ACA requirements.  
 
Medicaid Eligibility Groups 
• ACA creates four MAGI Groups for Medicaid and CHIP: (1) children; (2) pregnant women; (3) 

parents and caretakers; and (4) optional adult expansion group. 1 
• Some Medicaid groups are exempt from using MAGI methodologies to determine eligibility. 

In Texas, this includes Medicaid for the elderly and people with disabilities. 
 
Income Eligibility Standards 
 
Household Income 
For MAGI groups, the ACA changes the rules for counting household income based on the rules 
used for federal income taxes, and prohibits assets tests and most income disregards.  
 
Income Conversion  
The ACA requires states to convert current income eligibility limits to MAGI-equivalent limits. 
The one-time income conversion establishes the maximum income eligibility limits for MAGI 
groups.  States are required to submit an income conversion plan for federal approval.  
                                                           
1 The Supreme Court ruling on the ACA provides states with the option to cover the adult expansion group. This is an option for 
legislative consideration. In addition, states have requested federal guidance on the impact of the ruling on applying MAGI to 
existing Medicaid groups and maintenance of effort requirements. 
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Maintenance of Effort (MOE)  
ACA MOE requirements prohibit states from implementing more restrictive eligibility standards, 
methodologies, or procedures for adults in Medicaid until January 1, 2014 and for children in 
Medicaid or CHIP through September 30, 2019.  
 
Eligibility Determinations 

 
Applications & Renewals 
• Federal law requires a single, streamlined application for Medicaid, CHIP and the Exchange. 

States may have separate applications for MAGI-exempt groups and for integrated 
programs (such as Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)). States may use the single streamlined application 
developed by the federal government or an alternative application developed by the state 
with federal approval. 

• The ACA requires an automatic renewal for MAGI groups. To the extent possible, states 
must use available information to make eligibility redeterminations without requesting 
information from clients.  

• For MAGI groups, the ACA requires a redetermination of eligibility every 12 months and 
when a change in circumstance is received that may affect eligibility.  

 
Verifications 
The ACA requires the use of electronic verifications for eligibility determinations for MAGI 
groups to the extent possible. The federal government plans to establish an electronic service 
(known as the federal data hub) to facilitate electronic verifications. States are required to 
develop plans describing verification policies and procedures to be submitted to the federal 
government upon request.     
 
Performance Standards  
States must establish timeliness and performance standards for making eligibility 
determinations promptly and without undue delay. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) indicates that “real-time” eligibility determinations are possible in most cases.   
 
Coordinating Medicaid, CHIP, and Exchange Eligibility Determinations 
State Medicaid and CHIP programs must establish an interface with the Exchange to coordinate 
eligibility determinations, and have the option of delegating eligibility determinations to the 
Exchange. HHSC assumes that it will continue to make Medicaid and CHIP eligibility 
determinations.   
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Current Status 
 
Currently, OSS is working on policy development and coordinating with IT on ACA systems 
changes. OSS also participates in monthly technical assistance calls with CMS.  
 
Outstanding Issues  
 
To make the required ACA eligibility changes, OSS must:   
• Continue to develop the policy and process for establishing income eligibility standards, 

determining eligibility, and coordinating Medicaid, CHIP, and Exchange eligibility.  
• Develop and submit an income conversion plan for federal approval.  

 CMS plans to issue guidance on income conversion this year. 
• Determine the single, streamed application for the state.   

 CMS indicates it will release application examples by the end of the summer.  
• Develop a verification plan to be submitted to the federal government upon request. 
• Establish performance standards based on new policy and process. 
• Develop and implement training and communications for eligibility field staff 

 
CMS has not issued final guidance for many ACA required eligibility changes. HHSC requires 
federal guidance regarding the: (1) MAGI methodology; (2) federal data hub; (3) timeliness and 
performance standards; (4) methodology for claiming federal funds and (5) MOE requirements.   

 
Key Decision To Be Made 
 
As policy and process is developed, OSS will provide briefings and request direction as needed.   
 
Time Sensitivity 

 
System changes for ACA eligibility requirements are scheduled to be released in August and 
December 2013. HHSC has indicated to CMS that it would need complete federal guidance by 
August 2012 to develop policy for the systems changes. Given the outstanding issues, HHSC 
assumes that CMS will not issue complete guidance on ACA eligibility changes by this time.    
 

HHSC Staff Contact 
 
Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the following 
HHSC staff: 
• Stephanie Muth, Deputy Executive Commissioner, Office of Social Services 
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• Stephanie Stephens, Policy Strategy, Analysis and Development –   



From: NGA HHS Committee
To: HHS Committee
Subject: Eligibility Criteria for Establishment Grants
Date: Wednesday, December 07, 2011 2:36:18 PM

As a follow-up to today’s meeting, we are providing you with the eligibility criteria for exchange
establishment grants.
 
As per the grant announcement, there are two application categories for this funding opportunity:
 

1.        Level One Establishment is open to States that received exchange planning grants. ― ”Early
Innovator” States are also eligible to apply. These cooperative agreements provide up to one
year of funding to states that have made some progress under their exchange planning grant
but are not yet able to meet the eligibility requirements of Level Two Establishment, defined
below.

 
2.        Level Two Establishment is open to states that received exchange planning grants. ― ”Early

Innovator” States are also eligible to apply. Level Two Establishment awards will provide
funding through December 31, 2014. This category is designed to provide funding to
applicants that are further along in the establishment of an exchange and that can
demonstrate achievement of specific eligibility criteria outlined below. Level One
Establishment grantees are eligible to apply for Level Two Establishment after making
sufficient progress in Level One and once they are able to meet the Level Two eligibility
criteria defined below:

A. Has the necessary legal authority to establish and operate an exchange that
complies with federal requirements available at the time of the application.
B. Has established a governance structure for the exchange.
C. 1) Submits a complete budget through 2014; 2) Submits an initial plan discussing
financial sustainability by 2015; and 3) Submits a plan outlining steps to prevent
fraud, waste, and abuse.
D. Submits a plan describing how capacity for providing assistance to individuals and
small businesses in the state will be created, continued, and/or expanded, including
provision for a call center.

 
The complete grant announcement is available at
 http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/fundingopportunities/foa_exchange_establishment.pdf.
 
William Garner
Legislative Director
Committee on Health and Human Services
(202) 624-5369
wgarner@nga.org
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or



confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
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From: Lindsay Russell
To: Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; rserote@az.gov;

Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; rob.jakubik  renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
macarter32  bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; ts@
sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; debbie ; griffin@ ; doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov;
adam.nordstrom@ ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; wags@la.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov;
msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan ;
bobschwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
mkennicott  kristacarman ; wstruble ;
Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; aparis@state.pa.us;
jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; lgromis ;
bnutt ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; ted.pitters.jr ; jim.soyer@state.sd.us;
mark.cate@tn.gov; will.cromer@tn.gov; travisrichmond ; katyoder 99 ;
brandymarty03 ; rspendlove@utah.gov; jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov;
kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov; keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov; eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov;
ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov; nguillemard ; sarah.echols ;
Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov; lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov

Subject: Enrolling Resolution De-Funding Obamacare
Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2011 1:24:38 PM

From the Republican Policy Committee-
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   |
 
 

From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC) [mailto:Chris_Jacobs@rpc.senate.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2011 2:17 PM
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: Enrolling Resolution De-Funding Obamacare
 
The House has introduced an enrolling resolution (H.Con.Res. 35) that would add provisions to the
continuing resolution (H.R. 1473) prohibiting any of its funds from being used to implement
Obamacare.  Text is available here.  Timing of a Senate vote on the enrolling resolution is unclear,
but the resolution is expected to require a 60-vote affirmative threshold for adoption.  Background
material on Obamacare implementation activities follows my signature.
 
Summary:
The resolution would direct the Clerk to correct the enrollment of H.R. 1473, so that the text of the
continuing resolution would prohibit funding in the continuing resolution “or any previous Act” from
being used to implement the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA, P.L. 111-148) or
the health care provisions of the reconciliation Act (P.L. 111-152).  The wording of the enrolling
resolution WOULD de-fund mandatory as well as discretionary spending for Obamacare
implementation, but WOULD NOT de-fund the education and student loan provisions included in
last year’s reconciliation measure.
 
Considerations:
·         At a time when the federal government is running record budget deficits, as well as significant

unfunded liabilities within Medicare and Medicaid, many may object to the creation of a $2.6



trillion new entitlement program.
·         Obamacare as enacted broke many of candidate Obama’s campaign promises – that health

“reform” would allow individuals to keep their current coverage, save families $2500 from their
health insurance premiums, not raise taxes on the middle class, and lower costs.  Taxpayers
should not be forced to fund a measure that so dramatically deviates from the President’s
promised goals on health care.

·         With the American economy still suffering from tepid growth and millions of individuals still
unemployed, continuing to implement a law that experts agree will both raise taxes and reduce
the net labor supply for the American economy represents a poor policy choice.

 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
 

De-Funding Obamacare Means Federal Tax Dollars Will NOT Be Spent On:
 
Raising Premiums:  While candidate Obama repeatedly promised that he would cut premiums by
$2500 per family, the Congressional Budget Office estimated that due to the new mandates in the
law, individual insurance premiums would rise by $2100 per family.  Multiple stories in recent
months have highlighted how premiums are not only going up despite the health care overhaul, in
many instances they have risen BECAUSE of it.
 
Taking Away Coverage:  According to the Administration’s own estimates, half of all businesses will
lose their current coverage within two years – subjecting them to Obamacare’s costly insurance
mandates.  Moreover, the Medicare actuary estimates that the health care law will reduce
projected enrollment in Medicare Advantage by half, and further testified the promise that the
promise that individuals would keep their current coverage is “not true in all cases.”
 
Writing New Regulations:  The Administration has released 6,578 pages of regulations and related
notices in the Federal Register since the health care law passed last year – a mere down payment
on the tens of thousands of pages of Washington mandates likely to be handed down over the
coming years, even decades.  Even a potential government shutdown didn’t prevent HHS from
wanting to write more regulations; the Department’s contingency operations plan in the event of a
lapse in funding classified those writing new Washington insurance mandates as “essential.”  The
mandates produced by these unelected bureaucrats will raise burdens on businesses, particularly
small businesses, at a time when firms are still struggling economically. 
 
Discouraging Workers:  The non-partisan head of the Congressional Budget Office previously
testified that the health care law will reduce the total labor supply by about 800,000 jobs.  CBO
found that the health law “will effectively increase marginal tax rates,” which will “encourage some
people to work fewer hours or to withdraw from the labor market” altogether.
 
Raising Costs:  President Obama promised that “If any bill arrives from Congress that is not
controlling costs, that’s not a bill I can support.”  However, the Medicare actuary previously noted
that the health care law will RAISE total health spending by $310,800,000,000 in its first ten years



alone, and further testified the promise that the health care law would lower costs was “false, more
so than true.”  The Congressional Budget Office also noted that the law will RAISE the federal
budgetary commitment to health care by $464 billion.
 
Raising Taxes:  At a time when the American economy faces continued sluggish job growth, the
health care law imposes more than a half-trillion dollars of destructive tax increases – many of
which will hurt middle-class families.  For instance, one tax alone could raise insurance premiums on
families by $5,000 during the law’s first ten years.
 
A “Feudal” Bureaucracy:  An article in this morning’s Wall Street Journal discussed “a series of
increasingly intense feuds” between federal bureaucrats aiming to protect their regulatory turf.  As
the article notes, much of the controversy among regulators involves who will be responsible for
antitrust enforcement of the accountable care organizations created by Obamacare.
 
Extravagant Leases:  The New York Times reported in December that “in Bethesda, [Maryland,]
health care officials are leasing more than 70,000 square feet of space on three floors of an office
building for about 230 employees to work on rule-making and other duties.  The government
agreed to pay $51.41 per usable square foot of space, compared with an average of $27 in
Bethesda, because it wanted to get the operation running in July, officials said.”  That’s an
overpayment of more than $1.7 million of taxpayers’ dollars in one year alone – just for a single
office lease.
 
Misleading Mailings:  Last May, the Administration spent $18 million to send a mailing to seniors
purportedly touting the “benefits” of the health care law to seniors.  The Government Accountability
Office found that the mailer – which was NOT reviewed or approved by the non-partisan Medicare
actuary for its accuracy – “overstates some of [the law’s] benefits” and “presents a picture of [the
law] that is not universally shared.”
 
Ads with “Weasel Words”:  The Administration also spent millions more in taxpayer funds to run an
ad campaign in which Andy Griffith took on the role of “pitching President Barack Obama’s health
care law to seniors.”  The non-partisan factcheck.org concluded that the ads used “weasel words” to
mislead seniors about the impact of the health care law.
 
Propaganda Postcards:  The Internal Revenue Service spent taxpayer funds to mail out 4 million
postcards advertising the health care law’s “benefits,” in the form of a scaled-back small business
tax credit.  Yet the IRS has not shown a similar inclination to send out postcards warning the
American people of the more than half-trillion dollars of destructive tax increases included as part of
the law.
 
PR Agents:  The public affairs office at the Department of Health and Human Services recently
requested a 315% increase in its budget for the coming fiscal year; that office is “tasked with selling
the health care reform law.”
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To:                  Oklahomans Free Market Health Solutions coalition
From:             Matt Robison
Date:              December 19, 2011
Re:                  Essential Health Benefits Bulletin
 
Below please find information provided by the U.S. Department of Health late Friday regarding the Essential
Health Benefits required under the federal health care law. As stated on their bulletin: “On December 16, 2011,
the Department of Health and Human Services issued a bulletin outlining proposed policies that will give States
more flexibility and freedom to implement the Affordable Care Act.  This bulletin describes a comprehensive,
affordable and flexible proposal and informs the public about the approach that HHS intends to pursue in
rulemaking to define essential health benefits.”
 
Comments are due by January 31, 2012.
 
MATT ROBISON
Vice President, Government Affairs
The State Chamber of Oklahoma
330 NE 10th Street | Oklahoma City, OK 73104
Phone: (405) 272-4430 | Cell:  
Fax: (405) 235-3670

Legislative Advocates for Business
Follow us online:
     

 
 
Links to bulletin on Essential Health Benefits:
For the essential health benefits bulletin, visit: http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/regulations/index.html#hie

For a fact sheet on the essential health benefits bulletin, visit: http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-
health-benefits12162011a.html

For a summary of individual market coverage as it relates to essential health benefits, visit:
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/IndividualMarket/ib.shtml

For information comparing benefits in small group products and state and Federal employee plans, visit:
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.shtml

Public input on this proposal is encouraged.  Comments are due by Jan 31, 2012 and can be sent to: 
EssentialHealthBenefits@cms.hhs.gov.

 
 
 

Essential Health Benefits: HHS Informational Bulletin

On December 16, 2011, the Department of Health and Human Services issued a bulletin outlining proposed policies that will give States

more flexibility and freedom to implement the Affordable Care Act.  This bulletin describes a comprehensive, affordable and flexible

proposal and informs the public about the approach that HHS intends to pursue in rulemaking to define essential health benefits.

HHS is releasing this intended approach to give consumers, states, employers and issuers timely information as they work towards

establishing Affordable Insurance Exchanges and making decisions for 2014.  This approach was developed with significant input from

the American people, as well as reports from the Department of Labor, the Institute of Medicine, and research conducted by HHS.



Essential Health Benefits

The Affordable Care Act ensures Americans have access to quality, affordable health insurance. To achieve this goal, the law ensures

health plans offered in the individual and small group markets, both inside and outside of the Affordable Insurance Exchanges

(Exchanges), offer a comprehensive package of items and services, known as “essential health benefits.”  Essential health benefits

must include items and services within at least the following 10 categories:

1.     Ambulatory patient services

2.     Emergency services

3.     Hospitalization

4.     Maternity and newborn care

5.     Mental health and substance use disorder services, including behavioral health treatment

6.     Prescription drugs

7.     Rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices

8.     Laboratory services

9.     Preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management, and

10.  Pediatric services, including oral and vision care

Intended Approach: Comprehensive and Flexible

HHS intends to propose that essential health benefits are defined using a benchmark approach. Under the Department’s intended

approach announced today, states would have the flexibility to select a benchmark plan that reflects the scope of services offered by a

“typical employer plan.” This approach would give states the flexibility to select a plan that would best meet the needs of their citizens.

States would choose one of the following benchmark health insurance plans:

·        One of the three largest small group plans in the state by enrollment;

·        One of the three largest state employee health plans by enrollment; 

·        One of the three largest federal employee health plan options by enrollment;

·        The largest HMO plan offered in the state’s commercial market by enrollment.  

If states choose not to select a benchmark, HHS intends to propose that the default benchmark will be the small group plan with the

largest enrollment in the state. 

The benefits and services included in the benchmark health insurance plan selected by the state would be the essential health benefits

package. Plans could modify coverage within a benefit category so long as they do not reduce the value of coverage.

To prevent federal dollars going to state benefit mandates, the health reform law requires states to defray the cost of benefits required

by state law in excess of essential health benefits for individuals enrolled in any plan offered through an Exchange. However, as a

transition in 2014 and 2015, some of the benchmark options will include health plans in the state’s small group market and state

employee health benefit plans. 

These benchmarks are generally regulated by the state and would be subject to state mandates applicable to the small group market. 

Thus, those mandates would be included in the state essential health benefits package if the state elected one of the three largest

small group plans in that state as its benchmark. 



STATE EXCHANGE UPDATE

This approach would provide maximum flexibility to states, employers and issuers while providing quality, comprehensive, coverage for

consumers.

Coverage

Essential health benefits must include coverage of services and items in all 10 statutory categories. Based on our research, we believe

that these benchmarks will cover most of the essential health benefits outlined by the Affordable Care Act. These categories include

preventive care, emergency services, maternity care, hospital and physician services, and prescription drugs. If a state selects a

benchmark plan that does not cover all 10 categories of care, the state will have the option to examine other insurance plans, including

the Federal Employee Health Benefits Plan, to determine the type of benefits that must be included in the essential health benefits

package.   

Allowing Plans Flexibility to Innovate and Consumers Greater Choice

To meet the EHB coverage standard, HHS intends to require that a health plan offer benefits that are “substantially equal” to the

benchmark plan selected by the state and modified as necessary to reflect the 10 coverage categories. Health plans also would have

flexibility to adjust benefits, including both the specific services covered and any quantitative limits, provided they continue to offer

coverage for all 10 statutory EHB categories and the coverage has the same value.  Permitting flexibility will provide greater choice to

consumers, promoting plan innovation through coverage and design options, while ensuring that plans providing EHBs offer a certain

level of benefits.

Updating the Approach

The department intends to propose that benchmarks will be updated in the future, and that state mandates outside the definition of

essential health benefits may not be included in future years. The Bulletin also notes that updating the benchmark will allow benefits to

reflect the most up-to-date medical and market practices.

How We Got Here: The Process

While the law calls on the department to provide details regarding essential health benefits, this has been a team effort.

As required by the Affordable Care Act, in April, the Department of Labor provided a report to HHS on employer-sponsored health

insurance coverage.  This report (PDF - 362 KB) detailed the benefits typically covered by employers.detailed the benefits typically

covered by employers.  At the request of HHS, the Institute of Medicine provided its recommendations on a process for defining and

updating the benefits that should be included in the essential health benefits package. 

HHS also conducted a series of listening sessions to collect public comment and hear directly from the American people, doctors,

nurses, Members of Congress and all interested stakeholders.

It is important to note that the Affordable Care Act distinguishes between a health plan’s covered services, and the plan’s cost-sharing

features, such as deductibles, copayments, and coinsurance.  The cost-sharing features will be addressed in separate rules and will

determine the actuarial value of the plan, expressed as a “metal level” as specified in statute: bronze at 60% actuarial value, silver at

70% actuarial value, gold at 80% actuarial value, and platinum at 90% actuarial value. 

Although this paper represents only the intended regulatory approach, public input on this paper is encouraged—comments can be sent

on essential health benefits, are due by January 31, 2012, and can be sent to:  EssentialHealthBenefits@cms.hhs.gov

 
 
 
FYI: 



Keeping states informed on their journey toward implementing health reform.
 

Thursday December 15, 2011
Welcome to another edition of the State Exchange Update. We hope this will be a useful tool. Your
comments and questions are welcome. Please send them to sandra.escobar1@cms.hhs.gov .
 
Please note, in the event of a government shutdown the calls and events listed in this newsletter will
continue.
 

Special events
Ø  Please join representatives from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services on Friday, December

16th, 2011 at 3:30pm EST for an important announcement about the Affordable Care Act. 
Date:   Friday, December 16th, 2011
Time:   3:30 pm EST
Call-In Number:  and ID:              
Questions or Concerns?  Email HHSIEA@hhs.gov

 
Ø  November 29, 2011 CMS released a set of State Exchange Implementation Questions and Answers

followed by a brief call with States to discuss the material. CCIIO would like to invite States for a further
discussion on the State Exchange Implementation Questions and Answers and any further questions in
regards to the important announcement made on Friday December 16, 2011.
Date: Monday December 19, 2011
Time: 1-2 pm EST
Call-In Number: 877-267-1577 ID: 9222
Please find the complete list of Q&As at the end of this newsletter, including a clarification to Q4,
or on-line at http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/11282011/exchange_q_and_a.pdf.pdf

 
Coming attractions

User Groups
 

Financial Management (FM) Operations
Date:   Friday, December 16, 2011
Time:   2:00-3:00pm EST
Call-In Number:  and ID: 
Please submit questions you would like addressed during the User Group call to Lisa Marie Gomez (lisamarie.gomez@cms.hhs.gov) by
Wednesday, December 14 COB.
 
Tribal Consultation  
Date:  Monday, December 19, 2011
Time:  3:00-4:00pm EST
Call-In Number:   and ID: 
This User Group will provide states with additional information and examples of tribal consultation processes/policies that Exchanges
may utilize; and connect states with resources that will assist states with building relationships with tribes and developing a tribal
consultation process/policy.  Also, the Tribal Consultation User Group will provide states with the opportunity to learn from one another
and discuss components relating to the successes and challenges of addressing this FOA requirement.
For questions, please contact Lisa Marie Gomez (lisamarie.gomez@cms.hhs.gov).
 

Webinars
 
Webinar Demonstration of CMS Health Plan Management System (HPMS)
Date: Tuesday, December 20, 2011
Time: 12:30 to 2:00 EST
Call-In Number: and ID: 
Please log into http://webinar.cms.hhs.gov/swalters as a guest at the time of the webinar.
This webinar will provide States with a demonstration of the CMS Health Plan Management System, which is used for health insurance
issuers participating in the Medicare Advantage and Prescription Drug Benefit Programs, and a discussion of the functional
capabilities of an Exchange plan management system. This is an opportunity for States to see CMS’s current system functionality in
Medicare. After the demonstration, there will be a Q&A with CCIIO. States are welcome to invite technical team members and other
relevant staff. Please limit the use of conference lines to maximize participation.
For questions please contact Claire Hutchinson at Claire.Hutchinson@cms.hhs.gov.
 
In other news…
Clarification
We have been informed that some of you have been contacted by a vendor claiming HHS/CCIIO
endorsement of their product – and that some recent media also suggest endorsement. This is not the
case. CCIIO has not endorsed Consumer Checkbook.



 
Ch-ch-ch-ch-Changes
The CCIIO State team has been in the process for many months of trying to add additional staff to support
States in their Exchange development. We are pleased to announce that several new and eminently
qualified State Officers have joined CCIIO and we hope to announce that more will be coming in early
2012.  These new State Officers will be taking the reins of States shortly, which means some States will have
a change in their main point-of-contact. New State officers will be paired with more experienced State
officers to ensure States that do have a switch will have continuity in their relationship with CCIIO.
 

State Exchange Implementation Q&As
Date: November 29, 2011
Subject: State Exchange Implementation Questions and Answers
 
Cost to States
 
Q1: What funding is available to assist States in the establishment of an Exchange under a fully State-based Exchange  a Partnership
Exchange  and a Federally-facilitated Exchange?
 
A1: The Affordable Care Act provides funding for States establishing an Exchange through grants described in section 1311. Such
grants are available for establishing a State-based Exchange  to build functions that a State elects to operate under a Partnership
Exchange  and to support State activities to build interfaces with a Federally-facilitated Exchange. Grants may be awarded through
the end of 2014  and grant funds are available for approved and permissible establishment activities.
 
The process of “establishing” an Exchange may extend beyond the first date of operation and may include improvements and
enhancements to key functions over a limited period of time. Generally  grants can be used to establish Exchange functions and
operating systems and to test and improve systems and processes. We have determined that a State that does not have a fully
certified State-based Exchange on January 1  2013 can continue to qualify for and receive a grant award  subject to the Funding
Opportunity Announcement (FOA) eligibility criteria. A State can also use grant funds to build and test interfaces with HHS to support
certain functions of a Federally-facilitated Exchange  such as information needed for certification of qualified health plans. As such
HHS anticipates modifying and extending the schedule for States to apply for establishments grants in future guidance to
accommodate this schedule.
 
Q2: What costs are States expected to assume in establishing an Exchange  and can these costs be covered by grant funding?
 
A2: Under the Affordable Care Act  States must ensure that their Exchanges are self-sustaining by January 1  2015. Therefore  the costs
to States for implementing a State-based Exchange and testing Exchange operations during 2014 may be allowed under section
1311(a). Additionally  grants under section 1311 may be awarded until December 31  2014  for approved establishment activities after
that date. Therefore  it is also permissible that under a Partnership Exchange  a State may receive a grant for activities to establish and
test functions that the State performs in support of a Federally-facilitated Exchange.
 
Q3: Will States be charged for administrative expenses when a Federally-facilitated Exchange makes a Medicaid eligibility
determination?
 
A3: State Medicaid and CHIP programs will not be required to contribute to the costs associated with the Federally-facilitated
Exchange  including the costs associated with a Federally-facilitated Exchange making a Medicaid or CHIP determination. However
State Medicaid and CHIP programs will have to transfer information and cases to  and accept information and cases from  the
Federally-facilitated Exchange  the costs of establishing  testing and maintaining those interfaces will be shared between the State
Medicaid and CHIP programs and the Federally-facilitated Exchange  consistent with current cost allocation rules.
 
HHS has provided additional help to States to build and maintain a shared eligibility service that allows for the Exchange  the
Medicaid agency  and the CHIP agency to share common components  technologies and processes to evaluate applications for
insurance affordability programs. This includes enhanced funding under Medicaid and opportunities for other State programs to reuse
the information technology (IT) infrastructure without having to contribute funding for development costs related to shared services.
This additional help is available to defray State costs related to establishing an efficient and effective shared eligibility service
regardless of whether a Federally-facilitated Exchange or a State-based Exchange is operating in a State.
 
Use of Data Services Hub
 
Q4: Will CMS charge States for use of the data services hub?
 
A4: CMS is establishing a Federally-managed data services hub to support information exchanges between States (Exchanges
Medicaid and CHIP agencies) and relevant Federal agencies. In many cases  Federal agencies other than CMS will be providing
information through the hub. Additional information about the services available through the hub and the terms for accessing those
services is under development. While the agency is considering the treatment of charges for fiscal year 2014  we do not anticipate
charging fully State-based Exchanges for the use of the hub.
 
Clarification:  All CMS has determined at this point is that the agency does not anticipate that State-based Exchanges will be
charged for use of the data services hub in 2014. CMS is still exploring how this will work in other situations.
 
Basic Health Program Funding
 
Q5: Under what circumstances may Exchange planning grant dollars or the Exchange establishment grant dollars be used by a State
exploring or establishing a Basic Health Program under section 1331 of the Affordable Care Act?
 
A5: Planning grants: Planning grant funds may be used to support research and explore health insurance coverage options permitted
under the Affordable Care Act  including the option of a Basic Health Program.
 
Establishment grants: Establishment grant funds may be used for Exchange establishment activities that would coordinate or overlap
with activities undertaken pursuant to the establishment of an optional Basic Health Program. For example  a call center may provide



consumer information on a range of coverage options including the Basic Health Program  and could therefore be funded through
Establishment grant funds. However  funding under the Establishment grants cannot be used to support operations of the Basic Health
Program or to investigate the feasibility of the Basic Health Program.
 
Other funding sources: States electing to establish a Basic Health Program may opt to fund administrative or establishment activities
for the Basic Health Program through user fees or other State funding.
 
Federally-facilitated Exchange and State Department of Insurance Responsibilities
 
Q6: How will the Federally-facilitated Exchange coordinate with State insurance departments?
 
A6: A Federally-facilitated Exchange will operate in States electing not to pursue a State-based Exchange. To the greatest extent
possible  HHS intends to work with States to preserve the traditional responsibilities of State insurance departments when establishing a
Federally-facilitated Exchange. Additionally  HHS will seek to harmonize Exchange policy with existing State programs and laws
wherever possible.
For example  qualified health plans (QHP) that will be offered in the Federally-facilitated Exchange must meet State licensure and
solvency requirements and be in good standing in the State (section 1301(a)(1)(C) of the Affordable Care Act). Accordingly  States
continue to maintain an important responsibility with respect to health plans licensed and offered in their State  regardless of whether
the Exchange is Federally-facilitated or fully State-based.
 
With respect to review of network adequacy  which is commonly a responsibility of State insurance departments or State health
agencies in consultation with State insurance departments  HHS would rely on the State for advice and recommendations regarding
network adequacy standards where HHS is operating a Federally-facilitated Exchange. Network adequacy standards must ensure
enrollees a sufficient choice of providers  consistent with HHS regulations. We expect that if a State has not adopted such a standard
HHS would develop it for the purposes of the Federally-facilitated Exchange using a commonly recognized and accepted standard
such as the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) Network Adequacy Model Act.
 
Similarly  HHS is also currently working to determine the extent to which activities like the review of rates and benefit packages are
already conducted by State insurance departments and how these responsibilities could be recognized as part of the certification of
QHPs by a Federally-facilitated Exchange. For example  most States currently have an effective rate review program in place and HHS
will rely on such processes to the extent practicable and where legally permissible.
 
In States with a Federally-facilitated Exchange  HHS will also apply existing State standards on marketing materials  assuming issuers will
be required to convey information about premiums  benefits and cost sharing that flow from data used for plan approval  and HHS will
work with States to harmonize procedures for responding to consumer complaints. We recognize that most State insurance
departments already have procedures in place for addressing consumer complaints  and we will work with States to utilize existing
processes for consumer complaints as efficiently as possible to the extent practicable.
 
Pursuant to our goal to preserve the traditional responsibilities of State insurance departments when establishing a Federally-facilitated
Exchange  we are planning to establish one or more working groups with representatives from State insurance departments to start
working through issues related to plan management functions in the coming weeks.
 
Successful operation of the Federally-facilitated Exchange will depend on successfully harmonizing State and HHS workflows so that
the annual QHP certification process can be effectively completed in time to adequately support open enrollment including
preparation and release of an insurance web portal. We look forward to conversations with and suggestions from States in pursuit of
this harmonization.
 
Eligibility under a Federally-facilitated Exchange or a State-based Exchange
 
Q7: The Affordable Care Act prescribes a seamless  streamlined eligibility process for consumers to submit a single application and
receive an eligibility determination for enrollment in a qualified health plan (QHP) through the Exchange  advance payments of the
premium tax credit  cost-sharing reductions  Medicaid  CHIP  and the Basic Health Program  if applicable.

•         Under a Federally-facilitated Exchange  can a State retain authority over Medicaid eligibility determinations?
•         Under a State-based Exchange  can the Federal government perform activities related to advance payments of the

premium tax credit and cost-sharing reductions  including the verification of employer-sponsored minimum essential
coverage? Can the Federal government perform the eligibility process for exemptions from the individual responsibility
requirement for State-based Exchanges?

 
A7: Section 155.305 of the proposed rule on Exchange Functions in the Individual Market: Eligibility Determinations  Exchange
Standards for Employers (Exchange Eligibility NPRM available here) proposes that the Exchange will make eligibility determinations for
advance payments of the premium tax credit  cost-sharing reductions  Medicaid  CHIP  and the Basic Health Program  where
applicable  based on modified adjusted gross income (MAGI). The Exchange Eligibility NPRM does not distinguish between a State-
based Exchange and a Federally-facilitated Exchange in this regard. Based on comments to the Exchange Eligibility NPRM  however
we intend to modify this original proposal in the final rule to permit additional options for determining eligibility under a State-based
and Federally-facilitated Exchange.
 
Federally-facilitated Exchange
 
In response to comments to the Exchange Eligibility NPRM  we are planning to revise the options that are available for the
responsibility for the determination of eligibility under a Federally-facilitated Exchange to include the following:
 
1. The Federally-facilitated Exchange will conduct initial assessments of applicants for Medicaid and CHIP eligibility based on MAGI  as
part of the determination of eligibility for advance payments of the premium tax credit and cost-sharing reductions. However  the
State Medicaid and CHIP agencies make final Medicaid and CHIP determinations under this option. In order to ensure an optimal
consumer experience  a State electing this option would agree to make these determinations consistent with general guidelines and
the terms of an agreement established between the State and the Federally-facilitated Exchange to ensure that applicants are not
required to submit redundant documentation and that timeliness standards are met.
 
2. Alternatively  if a State does not choose to retain Medicaid and CHIP eligibility determinations as set out in paragraph 1 above  the
Federally-facilitated Exchange may determine Medicaid and CHIP eligibility using State eligibility rules and standards in conjunction
with determining eligibility for advance payments of the premium tax credit and cost-sharing reductions.
 
State-based Exchange
 



Similarly  States that operate a State-based Exchange but do not wish to operate all eligibility functions as described in the Exchange
Eligibility NPRM would have additional options under our intended revisions:
 
1. A State-based Exchange could be approved if it conducted all eligibility functions.
 
2. Alternatively  a State-based Exchange could be approved if it uses Federally-managed services to make determinations for
advance payments of the premium tax credit  cost-sharing reductions and exemptions from the individual responsibility requirement.
 
In all  cases  a State could decide to have the Medicaid and CHIP agencies support the eligibility process by executing some or all
functions under an agreement with the Exchange. Certification as an Exchange would also require that procedures and systems are
in place to ensure a simplified  seamless consumer experience. In addition  for States that are interested in determining eligibility for all
programs under the Affordable Care Act  we are exploring how the Federal government could manage services for verification of
employer-sponsored minimum essential coverage.
Under these flexible options  to ensure a strong consumer experience to applicants and enrollees and to minimize administrative
burden and costs  it will be critical for States and the Federal government to work closely together.
 
IRS elements to which States will have access
 
Q8: What data will IRS provide to support the eligibility verification process?
 
A8: Section 6103(l)(21) of the Internal Revenue Code  as added by section 1414(a)(1) of the Affordable Care Act  permits the
Secretary of the Treasury to disclose the following taxpayer information – with taxpayer consent – to support eligibility determinations
for insurance affordability programs: “(i) taxpayer identity information with respect to such taxpayer  (ii) the filing status of such
taxpayer  (iii) the number of individuals for whom a deduction is allowed under section 151 with respect to the taxpayer (including the
taxpayer and the taxpayer’s spouse)  (iv) the modified adjusted gross income (as defined in section 36B) of such taxpayer and each
of the other individuals included under clause (iii) who are required to file a return of tax imposed by chapter 1 for the taxable year
(v) such other information as prescribed by the Secretary by regulation to indicate whether the taxpayer is eligible for such credit or
reduction (and the amount thereof)  and (vi) the taxable year with respect to which the preceding information relates or  if
applicable  the fact that such information is not available.”
 
The IRS will provide modified adjusted gross income (MAGI) for the parents or other head of household and for certain dependents
who had enough income to have been required to file a tax return. Modified adjusted gross income is the adjusted gross income
shown on the Form 1040 with additional amounts added: any tax-exempt interest on State or local bonds  social security benefits that
are excluded from gross income  and any amounts earned abroad that are otherwise excluded from adjusted gross income. This
information will be taken from the return that was last due to be filed. For example  during open enrollment in the last quarter of 2013
income information will be provided from 2012 income tax returns.
 
The IRS will also provide information about the size of the household shown on the returns that were filed and coding to help the
Exchange understand the information being provided and instances in which information may not be available. Where there has
been a change in circumstance  the applicant will work with the Exchange to establish what changes should be reflected in
household income. Similarly  where there is no prior year tax return data on file  for example in the case of individuals with very low or
no income who had not previously been required to file  the applicant will work with the Exchange to establish household income
through alternate means.
 
Multi-State Plans
 
Q9: To what extent should multi-State plans contracting with the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) adhere to State-based
standards  including State insurance standards (e.g.  solvency  prompt payment  market conduct) as well as Exchange-specific
qualified health plan certification standards in a State (e.g.  network adequacy standards)?
 
A9. While the proposed rule on Establishment of Exchange and Qualified Health Plans deems OPM-approved multi-State plans as
certified by an Exchange  we recognize States’ concerns about the need to apply State insurance requirements and State-specific
certification standards to multi-State plans. We also note that Section 1324 requires a level playing field in connection with certain
State and Federal legal requirements for health plans.
 
We seek to ensure that implementation of section 1324 does not disrupt existing markets both inside and outside the Exchanges in the
States. HHS and OPM will work with the National Association of Insurance Commissioners to address these questions. We will explore
this issue by further identifying existing State standards as well as specific issues of greatest concern for multi-State plans and States
including reduction of adverse risk selection  the risks to multi-State plans and States  and potential alternatives.
 
Risk Adjustment Data Collection
 
Q10: Could HHS collect encounter data and let States perform risk adjustment?
 
A10: The Affordable Care Act calls for a risk adjustment program to reduce incentives for health insurance plans to avoid covering
people with pre-existing conditions or those in poor health. Risk adjustment ensures that health insurance plans have a financial
incentive to provide services to the people who need them most by adjusting premiums to provide more funds to plans enrolling a
higher proportion of people with high health costs. This mechanism ensures that insurance plans compete on the basis of quality and
service  and not on the basis of avoiding sick  high-cost people.
 
HHS issued a proposed rule on Standards Related to Reinsurance  Risk Corridors and Risk Adjustment (published on July 15  2011). HHS
did not propose and will not implement any proposal that calls for States or the Federal government to collect personal data such as
name  social security number or address for the risk adjustment program. Protecting the privacy and confidentiality of an individual’s
personal health information continues to be among HHS’s highest priorities. HHS will not require States to collect medical record or
information that identifies an individual’s doctor  nor would the Federal government collect this information.
 
Quality Certification Requirements
 
Q11: What quality activities must States engage in to meet Exchange approval and certification requirements?
 
A11: The Exchange establishment grant funding opportunity announcement indicates that State-based Exchanges must develop and
report a quality rating for QHPs  however  the current expectation is that further guidance will be released before Exchanges are
required to implement the quality rating system. At this time  States should focus on developing and establishing other Exchange
operational capacities. When focusing on quality  States should consider their strategy for using quality information to certify QHPs
including when to require issuer accreditation and how to assess the quality of plans seeking to participate in Exchanges. States will



also need to determine what quality information or metrics the Exchange will display to consumers and build capacity in the
development of Exchange systems to accept this quality data and report it on the website. States should also consider how the
Exchange will monitor QHP quality during the plan year  including performance monitoring of complaints  appeals and network
adequacy. HHS intends to propose a phased approach to the quality rating provisions in which quality ratings in 2014 would be
predicated on generally available and collected metrics and measures  transitioning to a QHP-specific rating in 2016.
 
Advance Payments of the Premium Tax Credit in the Federally-facilitated Exchange
 
Q12: Will individuals who are enrolled in coverage through a Federally-facilitated Exchange have access to premium tax credits  as
well as the advance payments of tax credits that will be authorized by Exchanges?
 
A12: Yes. The proposed regulations issued by the Treasury Department  and the related proposed regulations issued by the
Department of Health and Human Services  are clear on this point and supported by the statute. Individuals enrolled in coverage
through either a State-based Exchange or a Federally-facilitated Exchange may be eligible for tax credits  including advance
payments. Additionally  neither the Congressional Budget Office score nor the Joint Committee on Taxation technical explanation
discussed limiting the credit to those enrolled through a State-based Exchange.
 
Program Integrity
 
Q13: How will HHS ensure that States that adopt procedures  consistent with Federal policy and rulemaking  to streamline Medicaid
and CHIP eligibility and perform real-time determinations  will not be penalized as a result of subsequent audits or error-reduction
programs?
 
A13: In 2010  CMS issued new regulations establishing the principle that in applying the Payment Error Rate Measurement (PERM)
program to Medicaid and CHIP  PERM reviews should measure the extent to which State policies and procedures are consistent with
Federal policy and regulations. As long as Federally-approved State procedures are followed  PERM classifies the case as an accurate
determination. For example  where States rely on self-attestation to establish certain facts regarding eligibility  PERM audits also rely on
those self-attestations to establish those facts. If Federally-approved State policies require additional verifications and data collection
auditors will review cases against those standards.
 
We will review and analyze all of our error rate measurement programs to ensure consistent application of this principle. While we are
still evaluating how we will apply the Improper Payments Elimination and Recovery Act in the case of eligibility determinations
involving advance payments of the premium tax credit  our intention is to follow the same general principle.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Technical Manifesto to CCIIO 
Draft: October 4, 2011 
 
Following up on our conversations with CCIIO, CMCS and Treasury staff at the CCIIO exchange grantee 
meeting in Crystal City on September 19-20, 2011, we wanted to share with you the items of most 
pressing concern to our states.  Based on our experience in both Medicaid and in our individual and small 
group markets, we are convinced that CCIIO, CMCS, and the IRS must address the following concerns.  
Failure to deal with these issues will make it impossible to successfully implement state-operated 
exchanges in our (or any) jurisdictions.   
 
1.   Multi-state plans must be subject to state standards.  Multi-state plans must comply with all QHPs 
established by a state-run exchange – even if they are not subject to the state-run exchange’s formal 
certification process.  Otherwise, multi-state plans would have an unfair competitive advantage over 
domestic insurers, leading to distortions in the private marketplace. Exempting multi-state plans from the 
state-specific requirements would substantially degrade the ability of state-run exchange and regulatory 
officials to ensure market competition and underlying stability.  Exemptions are highly unlikely to induce 
additional multi-state plans to enter a market, and the risks above far outweigh any perceived efficiencies 
that would accrue to the multi-state plans. 
 
2.  New, inflexible operational standards will destabilize our markets.  To minimize the operational 
challenges with implementation, state-run exchanges need to rely on existing market rules and protocols. 
 For this reason, the federal government must defer to state-run exchanges with respect to administrative 
issues such as dates for open enrollment in the individual market, participation rates in the SHOP 
exchange, effective dates of coverage, and the definitions of premium tiers in both.  Otherwise, plans are 
highly likely to make system changes that lead to unanticipated errors or interruptions in process flows, 
which, given the ambitious implementation timeframe, we are unlikely to discover until go-live. 
 
3.  Federal-state partnerships should reflect the needs of both partners.  Toward the goal of a 
constructive federal-state partnership, we suggest that the federal government (or its agent) offer to 
provide the following services for state-operated exchanges: (1) determination of individual mandate 
exemptions; (2) rating system of plan quality/cost metrics; (3) enrollee satisfaction tools/measurements 
with plans; and (4) determination of affordability and minimum value of employer-sponsored insurance. 
 Some states are also interested in having the federal government determine eligibility for premium tax 
credits.  Federal provision of these services could offer substantial value in terms of economies of scale, 
uniformity across states, and reduced administrative/reporting burden on employers.  However, any 
model that necessarily displaces the central state role in Medicaid eligibility determinations is not viable.  
Likewise, federal-state partnerships are simply not viable for most states if CCIIO categorizes these to be 
“federally-administered” insurance exchanges. 
 
4.  We need an operational protocol, not a State Plan.  The rules imply that the Medicaid State Plan 
and related amendment process would be applicable to the exchange.  We view this to be inefficient, 
ineffective, and inappropriate – particularly given the absence of federal financial participation in the 
exchange following 2014.  Rather than specify operational details in an inflexible, unwieldy regulation-
State Plan construct, we urge the federal government to instead create a template of operational 
protocols in which the federal government specifies default values for specific fields (e.g., number of days 
for advance notice, contents of notices, effective dates of coverage, determination of the beginning of 
special enrollment periods, minimum participation rates, enrollment window for new employees, QHP 
recertification deadlines, requirements for QHPs in SHOP exchange to offer dependent coverage, etc.).  
State-run exchanges could then modify the defaults as appropriate and explain their policy rationale for 
doing so.  We view the alternative of the State Plan approach described in the rule as simply unworkable.  
Particularly because the federal government lacks an enforcement mechanism for noncompliance after 
2014, federal officials should engage the states on an approach that may better address our respective 
needs and concerns. 
 
5.  Continued delay on issuing federal rules will render them irrelevant or impossible to 
implement.  In order to offer a comprehensible, meaningful choice of high quality health plans via an 



exchange, states must now begin to write final business rules, IT specifications, and QHP requirements 
for the myriad of procurements.  States face the real risk that they may need to go to market with our 
RFPs prior to the releases of essential health benefits package, the actuarial value parameters, and the 
quality rating system.  As a result, contractors will necessarily price in a degree of uncertainty, which will 
increase the total costs to the federal government.  Likewise, amendments and change orders following 
the (late) release of federal guidance will complicate implementation and exponentially increase risks of 
large component failures during implementation (e.g., because of the lack of time to complete 
comprehensive testing prior to go-live).  To the extent that the federal government will insist on any “hard-
and-fast” requirements for any of the key items above, then federal officials must release the appropriate 
(and final) rules and guidance by the end of 2011 – or simply defer to the states. 
 
6.  The continued absence of eligibility process guidance will limit the ability of exchanges to 
make real-time eligibility determinations.  The federal government has yet to clarify available data 
content on the federal hub, the requirements for resolving conflicts in income data, and whether IRS data 
will be available in real-time for eligibility purposes.  Likewise, the federal government has not clarified 
whether it or state-run exchanges will be required to make employer-sponsored insurance “affordability” 
determinations.  As a result, states are unable to plan and procure vendor assistance with eligibility 
systems, which directly imperils the realization of the mutual federal-state objective of expedited eligibility 
determinations.  We ask that CCIIO and CMS issue such guidance immediately – or acknowledge and 
accept the inevitable variation in state approaches.  
 
7.  The termination for non-payment of premium provisions will be abused.  We are concerned that 
the wording of the rules would allow someone to remit partial payments (e.g., of $1) and continue in 
arrears status indefinitely.  Thus, issuers will have to compensate for their estimate of delinquent or 
foregone premiums from such enrollees during these grace periods by increasing the base premium rates 
for all enrollees.  Accordingly, state-run exchanges and QHPs must be allowed to restrict services for 
individuals in delinquent pay status, and the exchange must be allowed to exclude any applicant from 
switching plans or (re-)enrolling for a tax credit if the applicant has a premium balance in arrears within 
the previous 12 months.  That said, we recognize that nonpayment may be an indicator of a change in 
household circumstances or income, and we remain committed to pro-active, outbound outreach to such 
households to ensure that we redetermine eligibility and adjust consumer premium amounts as 
appropriate. 
 
8.  Medicaid bridge options should not affect determination of second lowest cost silver or 
“benchmark” plans.  As Brian Haile of Tennessee explained in our email to Amanda Cowley (CCIIO), 
Cindy Mann (CMCS) and Jason Levitis (Treasury) dated September 14, 2011 (see below), the 
determination of the second lowest cost silver plan or “benchmark” plan should be determined without 
including any Medicaid “bridge” options.  Otherwise, the federal government will substantially undermine 
the ability of any state to fulfill a goal of “one family, one card.”  To enable the “one family, one card” 
solution, the federal government must defer to the states to determine the benchmark plan for each 
metallic tier for each age group in each rating area.  
 
9.  Federal rules must distinguish the definition of “small group” for risk adjustment and SHOP 
purposes.  In order to reduce market instability, many of us may need to conform the definition of small 
group in 2014-15 to that closest to our existing state statutory definition.  However, given the imminent 
expansion of the upper limit, we need to be able to make risk adjustment payments to groups of size 51-
100 throughout the process.  In the interest of market stability, states must be able to make risk 
adjustment payments to groups with 51-100, regardless of how the state defines small group pursuant to 
PPACA Section 1304(b)(3).  We assume that most issuers will continue to experience-rate groups of 51-
100 if the state excludes such groups from the definition of “small group,” which may make risk 
adjustment unnecessary.  However, we would far prefer to have this flexibility and leave it unused than to 
find ourselves without this tool to stabilize the markets. 
 
10.  The federal government must reconcile outreach goals with the fact that state-run exchanges 
will not have operating funds prior to 2014 to award Navigator grants.  We note with approval that 
CCIIO has funded five offices across Mississippi prior to exchange implementation to provide outreach 



and referral information (i.e., to serve as precursors to Navigators).  Additionally, CCIIO is working with 
several states to fund robust marketing/communications efforts, which complement Navigator activities 
but are not Navigator functions per se.  We believe that these types of arrangements are realistic ways to 
address these issues.   We encourage CCIIO to provide a menu of such options to other states that are 
now beginning to confront these issues.  The release of guidance clarifying the availability of Medicaid 
FFP for Navigator activities allocated to that program should be considered, but additional and immediate 
work here is necessary.  Otherwise, outreach activities will be limited due to obvious fiscal pressures. 
 
11.  In the absence of explicit federal funding for Navigator activities, we must be creative about 
Navigator resources.  Working with our stakeholders, we tried to develop a way to “repurpose” existing 
assets in a way that might induce enrollment among eligible individuals.  At least one idea merits specific 
mention: health care providers could voluntarily "forgive" medical debt (which they are highly likely to write 
off) in exchange for an uninsured person becoming/remaining insured for 2014.  Programmatically, the 
provider could forgive the debt after the individual proved enrollment for a specified period (e.g., with a 
letter of creditable coverage).  To make this work, the IRS must expressly exclude this type of medical 
debt forgiveness from the definition of personal income -- at least for the 2014 and 2015 tax years.  In this 
way, the individual would not incur an income tax liability for the forgiveness of medical debt.  Likewise, 
CMS may also need to make changes in various policies so that providers wouldn't be penalized in some 
unintended way (e.g., with respect to DSH, CPE and other funding).    
 
 
As you requested, we included the items above in our respective comments.  However, we wanted to 
bring these issues to your attention to stress a growing consensus among states on these matters. 
 
Thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration of these items.  Of course, we would be happy to 
discuss at your convenience in a conference call with the appropriate parties. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[Staff Signatories, State Affiliation] 
 
 
Referenced Email: 
 
From:Brian Haile 
Date: Wednesday - September 14, 2011 3:16 PM 
To:Amanda.Cowley@cms.hhs.gov; cynthia.mann@cms.hhs.gov; jason.levitis@treasury.gov 
CC:Daverman, Brooks; Gilbert, Anne E. (CMS/CCIIO); Gordon, Darin.J; Julia.Hinckley@CMS.hhs.gov; 
Lawrence, Simonne(CMS/CCIIO); Melissa.Cummings-Niedzwiecki@irs.gov; Phillips, Gwendolyn A. 
(CMS/CCIIO); Purcell, Tracy 
Subject:Medicaid bridge and tax credits 
 
Per your request, I am following up on our conversation in Atlanta regarding the "one family, one card" 
idea that we discussed.  As I mentioned, we have explored various possibilities -- and we are interested 
in the possibility of allowing Medicaid managed care organizations (MCOs) to offer a product in the 
insurance exchange.  Either because of their own business strategy or agreements with health care 
providers, the MCOs may wish to limit the availability of the product only to persons who have a 
dependent in their immediate family that is enrolled in Medicaid or CHIP or has been enrolled in either 
program within the last six or 12 months.  Thus, the product may be available only to a subset of 
individuals of a particular age in a given rating area (depending on the issuer's preference). 
 
This approach would be consistent with the "one family, one card" ideal.  The MCOs would provide a 
single card for use by the entire family while a dependent was enrolled in the Medicaid/CHIP programs 
and for a defined period thereafter.  In this way, the system would reduce discontinuities/ disruptions in 
insurance coverage owing to different eligibility groups and periodic income changes.  For your reference, 
I am attaching an analysis that we wrote back in June that describes this in greater detail.  In the attached 



memo, we refer to the option described above as the "special silver level product"; elsewhere, this has 
also been called a Medicaid "bridge" product.  [Note: This attachment is available; please email 
brian.haile@tn.gov.] 
 
To be clear, this is not a proposal, nor is it Tennessee's position that we should or even would allow such 
a program in our market.  Rather, we would simply like to have this as an option.   
 
As we discussed, the precise of wording of the proposed rules for the tax credit eligibility standards* gives 
us cause for concern.  Specifically, the preamble at 76 Fed. Reg. 50931-49, 50936 (August 17, 2011) and 
the proposed rules at § 1.36B-3(f) could be interpreted in a way that would require the State to include a 
"special silver level product" when determining the benchmark or second lowest cost silver plan.  If this 
were the case, a state-operated exchange would run the risk that the special silver level product could 
lower the value of the benchmark plan -- thereby reducing the value of the tax credit for the individual.  
Consequently, a state-operated exchange would be highly unlikely to allow special silver level/Medicaid 
bridge products.  In a perverse sense, then, the tax credit rules could inhibit our ability to achieve the "one 
family, one card" goal. 
 
We would argue that the rules should be clarified so as to allow state-operated exchanges to consider 
only those silver plans available to all persons in an age group in a particular area when determining the 
benchmark plan.  Because the special silver level/Medicaid bridge products are available only to subset 
of individuals of a particular age group, then the state-operated exchange could exclude such products 
when determining the benchmark plan.  While seemingly technical in nature, this clarification could vastly 
improve our ability to provide consistent, uninterrupted insurance coverage to low-income families. 
 
I would note in passing that proposed rules at 26 CFR 1.36B-5 require state-run exchanges to report the 
applicable benchmark plans.  Presumably, a state-operated exchange could exercise some degree of 
interpretive latitude and determine the benchmark plan using the approach that I describe above.  
However, it would be far better for the federal government to revise the proposed rules and expressly 
permit this approach. 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of this suggestion.  We would be happy to discuss this with 
you at your convenience. 
 
Sincerely, 
Brian 
 
 
* Health Insurance Premium Tax Credit, 76 Fed. Reg. 50931-49 (August 17, 2011), available online at 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-17/pdf/2011-20728.pdf. 
 
 
 



From: Riemann, Wendy - GOV
To: Katie Altshuler; Marie Sanderson
Subject: Exchange Deadline pushed back by HHS to Dec. 14
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:11:04 PM
Attachments: Dear Governor letter re Exchange Blueprints 11.9.12.pdf.pdf

In case you missed this.
 
FYI on the attached blueprint letter HHS just sent (a formal one will be sent to Governor Walker –
this is the template language).  HHS is extending the deadline for state-based Exchange blueprint
applications until December 14.  They will still be reviewed by January 1. 
 
The deadline for State Partnership Exchanges have also been extended. 
 
 
__________________________
Wendy Riemann
Director of Federal Relations
Office of Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker
wendy riemann@wisconsin.gov
direct line: (202) 624-5999
Hall of States
444 N. Capitol Street, NW
Suite 613
Washington, D.C. 20001-1581
 



From: Nico Gomez
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Exchange follow up
Date: Thursday, January 20, 2011 5:37:44 PM
Attachments: Early Adopter Grant (one file).pdf

OHIEP Grant Submission.pdf

Katie,

 

Please find attached the two grant applications. One for the approved planning grant and the other one

for the pending early innovator grant. Also, I just want to reconfirm that the Governor has the authority

to make any changes to the principals of either grant and there is a process available through CMS to

make those changes.

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need more information.

 

Thanks,

Nico

 

Nico Gomez
Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Communications, Outreach and Reporting
Oklahoma Health Care Authority
*2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite 1-A
Oklahoma City, OK 73107
 
*Please note new mailing address!!
 
phone:  405-522-7484
fax:  405-530-3482
e-mail: nico.gomez@okhca.org
 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: Exchange information
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:39:41 AM
Attachments: AEI Making Effective Connections.docx

Chiefs, Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI and various
news clips today on the subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16 extension at the end of the
email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We will continue to provide you with
information as we access it.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act — not going too far to embrace the law,
which remains divisive with the public and anathema to conservatives, but also not skipping a chance
to wrest authority from the federal government.
 
Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press)
McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint for the state-
run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance exchange. "The only logical
decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don't have the answers for Virginia. They're
telling us we have two years to build an exchange. It's expensive….I don't want to buy a pig-in-a-poke
for Virginia taxpayers."
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch)
“Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way really is limited,”
Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate for the federal government to
administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s participation in
this federal program. My administration will not partner with the federal government to create a
state-federal partnership insurance exchange because we will not benefit from it and implementing
it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of dollars.
 
Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision until notifying
federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an exchange once federal agencies
wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability to design its own program.
 



Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday that's still his
thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal government. The deadline
for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that it won't be
running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin under the federal health
care law. That means that the federal government will step in to create an insurance exchange in
Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion and the costly
subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily dependent on state
compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that states are not at the mercy of the
federal government. Many state officials realize that there is little upside to joining forces with
Washington in implementing this disastrous endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability of
Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the last major
entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets off a stiff competition for
taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in
particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another checkpoint on
Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track to begin enrolling people in
one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about the November deadline,” Leavitt’s Smith
said. “I would be focused on the actual deadline, in January, to show you can make this work.” With
benchmarks looming, and the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican governors
seem to be in the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether to build online
marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and small businesses can shop for
health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid programs to reach many more low-income
people.
 
Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to set up their
own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the federal government will step
in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 



HHS Expected to Give States More Time on Exchange
Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide whether

they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human Services by that

date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that will launch in 2014, create a

state-federal partnership or let the federal government operate the exchange in their area.

Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to operate the

marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are

interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to determine whether

there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for them to set up their own new

health benefit marketplaces.

Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-148, PL 111-

152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid exchange before the

election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a show of support for the statute, many

may be interested in exerting some control over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the

alternative would be one run by Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government operate an

exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned the state government

from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states refusing to run a state-administered

exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own state-run

exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that are posted on the

agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases, governors

who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state legislators. On Wednesday,

Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would prefer to have the state run its own

insurance exchange program than leave it to federal officials. But state legislators in his party

chimed in with criticism, saying that the legislature would not go along with the creation of a

state-based exchange. Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.
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From: National Governors Association
To: Health Policy Advisors
Subject: Exchange Regulations from HHS
Date: Monday, July 11, 2011 5:35:20 PM
Attachments: Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans.docx

Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk Adjustment.docx

 

To:  Health Policy Advisors; Washington Representatives and State-Federal Contacts
Re:  Summaries of proposed Exchange regulations from HHS
Date: July 11, 2011
 
Today,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services  (HHS)  released  a  set  of  regulations
pertaining  to  the  implementation  of  health  insurance  Exchanges  as  created  by  the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act.   The  two regulations, both of which are Notices of Proposed
Rulemaking, cover critical areas of the Exchange. 
 
The  first  regulation, Establishment  of  Exchanges  and  Qualified Health Plans,  covers  the following
topics:
 

I.                    Requirements for certification of health plans to be sold in exchanges (Section
155.1000, page 215, also discussed in preamble page 96)

II.                  Governance and conflict of interest provisions (Section 155.110, page 215, also
discussed in preamble page 25)

III.                State-Federal partnership exchanges (discussed in preamble, pages 19 and 26)
IV.                Changes to original statutory timeline for establishment of exchanges (Section

155.105, page 182, and 155.106, page 183)
V.                  Navigator Program (Section 155.210, page 183, also discussed in preamble page

44)
VI.                State Plan Amendment process (Section 155.105, page 182, also discussed in

preamble page 23)
VII.              Interaction with Medicaid agencies (Section 155.260, page 196, also discussed in

preamble page 58)
 
The second regulation, Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk
Adjustment, covers the following topics:
 

I.                    General Provisions (page 11)
II.                  State Notice of Insurance Benefits and Payment Parameters (§153.100

Establishment of State insurance benefits and payment parameters.  State
Standards for the Transitional Reinsurance Program for the Individual Market
(page 15)



III.                State Standards Related to the Risk Adjustment Program (page 29)
IV.                Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Transitional Reinsurance

Program (page 46)
V.                  Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Temporary Risk Corridors

Program (page 48)
VI.                Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Risk Adjustment Program (page

54)
 
Attached are two brief summaries of the regulations.  These regulations present states with
a number of choices.  NGA intends to begin soliciting and circulating questions to help states
assess options for the various paths forward.   We will convene states after the NGA annual
meeting for an evaluation of options and discussion of feedback to HHS.
 
We look forward to discussing these issues with you.  Please feel free to forward any comments or
questions you have.
 
Krista Drobac
Director, Health Division
Center for Best Practices
National Governors Association, Suite 267
444 North Capitol Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Office: 202-624-7872
Cell: 
 
 
 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

 

---
You are currently subscribed to [healthadvisors] as 
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-198376-
159552.9353be7555ca9043e095bc96949d480b@talk.nga.org..

Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org
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To: Health Policy Advisors
Subject: Exchange Regulations from HHS
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Attachments: Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans.docx
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discussed in preamble page 25)

III.                State-Federal partnership exchanges (discussed in preamble, pages 19 and 26)
IV.                Changes to original statutory timeline for establishment of exchanges (Section

155.105, page 182, and 155.106, page 183)
V.                  Navigator Program (Section 155.210, page 183, also discussed in preamble page

44)
VI.                State Plan Amendment process (Section 155.105, page 182, also discussed in

preamble page 23)
VII.              Interaction with Medicaid agencies (Section 155.260, page 196, also discussed in

preamble page 58)
 
The second regulation, Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk
Adjustment, covers the following topics:
 

I.                    General Provisions (page 11)
II.                  State Notice of Insurance Benefits and Payment Parameters (§153.100

Establishment of State insurance benefits and payment parameters.  State
Standards for the Transitional Reinsurance Program for the Individual Market
(page 15)



III.                State Standards Related to the Risk Adjustment Program (page 29)
IV.                Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Transitional Reinsurance

Program (page 46)
V.                  Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Temporary Risk Corridors

Program (page 48)
VI.                Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Risk Adjustment Program (page

54)
 
Attached are two brief summaries of the regulations.  These regulations present states with
a number of choices.  NGA intends to begin soliciting and circulating questions to help states
assess options for the various paths forward.   We will convene states after the NGA annual
meeting for an evaluation of options and discussion of feedback to HHS.
 
We look forward to discussing these issues with you.  Please feel free to forward any comments or
questions you have.
 
Krista Drobac
Director, Health Division
Center for Best Practices
National Governors Association, Suite 267
444 North Capitol Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Office: 202-624-7872
Cell:
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dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
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From: Quam, David
To: Reps
Subject: Exchange Regulations from HHS
Date: Monday, July 11, 2011 5:36:16 PM
Attachments: Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans.docx

Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk Adjustment.docx

To:  Health Policy Advisors; Washington Representatives and State-Federal Contacts
Re:  Summaries of proposed Exchange regulations from HHS
Date: July 11, 2011
 
Today,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services  (HHS)  released  a  set  of  regulations
pertaining  to  the  implementation  of  health  insurance  Exchanges  as  created  by  the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act.   The  two regulations, both of which are Notices of Proposed
Rulemaking, cover critical areas of the Exchange. 
 
The  first  regulation, Establishment  of  Exchanges  and  Qualified Health Plans,  covers  the following
topics:
 

I.                    Requirements for certification of health plans to be sold in exchanges (Section
155.1000, page 215, also discussed in preamble page 96)

II.                  Governance and conflict of interest provisions (Section 155.110, page 215, also
discussed in preamble page 25)

III.                State-Federal partnership exchanges (discussed in preamble, pages 19 and 26)
IV.                Changes to original statutory timeline for establishment of exchanges (Section

155.105, page 182, and 155.106, page 183)
V.                  Navigator Program (Section 155.210, page 183, also discussed in preamble page

44)
VI.                State Plan Amendment process (Section 155.105, page 182, also discussed in

preamble page 23)
VII.              Interaction with Medicaid agencies (Section 155.260, page 196, also discussed in

preamble page 58)
 
The second regulation, Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk
Adjustment, covers the following topics:
 

I.                    General Provisions (page 11)
II.                  State Notice of Insurance Benefits and Payment Parameters (§153.100

Establishment of State insurance benefits and payment parameters.  State
Standards for the Transitional Reinsurance Program for the Individual Market
(page 15)

III.                State Standards Related to the Risk Adjustment Program (page 29)
IV.                Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Transitional Reinsurance

Program (page 46)



V.                  Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Temporary Risk Corridors
Program (page 48)

VI.                Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Risk Adjustment Program (page
54)

 
Attached are two brief summaries of the regulations.  These regulations present states with
a number of choices.  NGA intends to begin soliciting and circulating questions to help states
assess options for the various paths forward.   We will convene states after the NGA annual
meeting for an evaluation of options and discussion of feedback to HHS.
 
We look forward to discussing these issues with you.  Please feel free to forward any comments or
questions you have.
 
 
 
 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
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From: Quam, David
To: Reps
Subject: Exchange Regulations from HHS
Date: Monday, July 11, 2011 5:36:16 PM
Attachments: Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans.docx

Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk Adjustment.docx

To:  Health Policy Advisors; Washington Representatives and State-Federal Contacts
Re:  Summaries of proposed Exchange regulations from HHS
Date: July 11, 2011
 
Today,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services  (HHS)  released  a  set  of  regulations
pertaining  to  the  implementation  of  health  insurance  Exchanges  as  created  by  the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act.   The  two regulations, both of which are Notices of Proposed
Rulemaking, cover critical areas of the Exchange. 
 
The  first  regulation, Establishment  of  Exchanges  and  Qualified Health Plans,  covers  the following
topics:
 

I.                    Requirements for certification of health plans to be sold in exchanges (Section
155.1000, page 215, also discussed in preamble page 96)

II.                  Governance and conflict of interest provisions (Section 155.110, page 215, also
discussed in preamble page 25)

III.                State-Federal partnership exchanges (discussed in preamble, pages 19 and 26)
IV.                Changes to original statutory timeline for establishment of exchanges (Section

155.105, page 182, and 155.106, page 183)
V.                  Navigator Program (Section 155.210, page 183, also discussed in preamble page

44)
VI.                State Plan Amendment process (Section 155.105, page 182, also discussed in

preamble page 23)
VII.              Interaction with Medicaid agencies (Section 155.260, page 196, also discussed in

preamble page 58)
 
The second regulation, Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk
Adjustment, covers the following topics:
 

I.                    General Provisions (page 11)
II.                  State Notice of Insurance Benefits and Payment Parameters (§153.100

Establishment of State insurance benefits and payment parameters.  State
Standards for the Transitional Reinsurance Program for the Individual Market
(page 15)

III.                State Standards Related to the Risk Adjustment Program (page 29)
IV.                Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Transitional Reinsurance

Program (page 46)



V.                  Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Temporary Risk Corridors
Program (page 48)

VI.                Health Insurance Issuer Standards Related to the Risk Adjustment Program (page
54)

 
Attached are two brief summaries of the regulations.  These regulations present states with
a number of choices.  NGA intends to begin soliciting and circulating questions to help states
assess options for the various paths forward.   We will convene states after the NGA annual
meeting for an evaluation of options and discussion of feedback to HHS.
 
We look forward to discussing these issues with you.  Please feel free to forward any comments or
questions you have.
 
 
 
 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.
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mckennalong.com 

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act requ ires states to 
establish both an American Health Benefits Exchange (AHBE) and a Small 
Business Health Options Program (SHOP) Exchange. The former is 

expected to primarily serve uninsured, lower-income individuals earning 
between 133-400 percent of the Federal Poverty Level, who will be able 
to access sliding-scale tax credits and cost-sharing subsidies toward the 

purchase of coverage through the AHBE. The SHOP Exchange will be a 
marketplace where small businesses can offer a range of health insurance 
options to their employees. States face a deadline of January 1, 2013 (or 

sooner, at t he discretion of the Secretary of Health and Human Services) 

to demonstrate that they have made sufficient progress toward 
establishing these porta ls or see the federa l government do so on their 

beha lf by 2014. Below are details on the status of state legislation 
establishing exchanges. 

•• 
.. 

.._ ... 
HI 

Ex<hange bill(s) pending in legislature 

Ex<hanse bill(•) dead/not. filed 10<2011 (adjourned) 

Ex<hange bill not. filed for 2011 (in session) 

For more infonnation on McKenna Long & Aldridge's health insurance e..Ychan 
r Frank Micciche a 

McKenna Long 
&:M_,~9geiu 

Exchange Scorecard 
(as of June 3, 2011) 

State-run 
exchange 

operating 
(pre-PPACA): 

Exchange 

established by 
law (post
PPACA): 

Exchange law 
passed -
awaiting Gov's 
signature: 

Passed both 
houses -- vetoed 

by Gov. 
(adjourned): 

Exchange 

analysis/ 
planning law 
passed: 

No exchange 
legislation 
introduced (in 
session): 



For more information on McKenna Long & Aldridge’s health insurance exchange team, contact Cindy Gillespie at 

 or Frank Micciche at  

 

Exchange Legislation Status 
(All bills would establish state exchange, with exception of NE,  VA and WY, which call for studies/recommendations) 

Bold text =Passage by House or Senate; Signing or veto by Governor 

 Yellow shading indicates 
status update in state 

Legislatures in states shaded in gray have adjourned for 2011 

 

State  Bill Number Status Approximate 
Legislative 
Adjournment 

Status of Exchange 
Legislation 

AK SB70  Referred to Finance Committee 
(3.23.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/17/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 

AL HB 401 Pending Health Committee Action 
in House of origin (3.31.11). 

6/1/2011  In committee in house of 
origin 

AR1 SB880 Referred to Senate Committee on 
Public Health, Welfare & Labor 
(3.7.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/27/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 

AR2 HB2138 Engrossed in House 3.21.11.  
Sent to Interim Joint Study 
Committee on Insurance & 
Commerce (3.31.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/27/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 

AZ1 HB2666 Passed Banking and Insurance 
Committee (2.9.11).  House 
Second Reading (2.10.11) 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/20/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 

AZ2 SB1524 Referred to Committees on 
Banking & Insurance and Rules 
(2.2.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/20/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 

CA Legislation establishing CA Health Benefits Exchange 
signed into law in October 2010.  

9/9/2011  Exchange established by law 
(post-PPACA) 

CO SB200 Passed Senate (4.27.11). 
Amended version passed House 
(5.4.11).  House-passed version 
passed by Senate and sent to 
Governor (5.5.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/11/2011 

Exchange established by law 
(post-PPACA) 

CT1 SB1204 Passed Joint Committee on Health 
(3.31.11) 

6/8/2011  In committee in house of 
origin 

CT2 SB921 Referred to House and Senate 
Committees on Finance, Revenue 
and Bonding (3.29.11).  Passed as 
amended, 23-13 (5.31.11).  

6/8/2011  Passed in house of origin/In 
committee in other house 

DE N/A 6/30/2011  No exchange legislation 
introduced thus far 

FL N/A ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/7/2011 

No exchange legislation 
introduced during session 

GA HB476 House Committee favorable 
reported (3.10.11). House 
withdrawn, recommitted to the 
Rules Committee (3.16.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/14/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 



For more information on McKenna Long & Aldridge’s health insurance exchange team, contact Cindy Gillespie at 

 or Frank Micciche at . 

HI SB1348 Passed Senate as amended. 
(3.8.11). Passed House as 
amended (4.12.11).  Conference 
committee report passed House 
and Senate and sent to 
Governor (5.3.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/5/2011 

Passed both houses.  Awaiting 
governor's signature. 

IA1 SF235 Introduced, referred to Commerce 
(2.16.11). Subcommittee 
(2.17.11). 

Mid-May 
2011 

In committee in house of 
origin 

IA2 SF480 Passed Senate (3.21.11). 
Referred to House Comm. on 
Human Resources (3.22.11). In 
Subcommittee (3.24.11). 

Mid-May 
2011 

Passed in house of origin/In 
committee in other house 

ID N/A ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/8/2011 

No exchange legislation 
introduced this session 
(legislature adjourned) 

IL HB1577 Passed House 108-8 (3.30.11).   
Passed Senate (5.29.11).  Study 
committee report and legislative 
recommendations due by 12.31.11. 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/30/2011 

Passed both houses.  Awaiting 
governor's signature. 

IN SB580 Referred to Committee on Health 
& Provider Services (1.20.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/29/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 

KS N/A ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/13/2011 

No exchange legislation 
introduced (legislature 
adjourned) 

KY N/A ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
3/9/2011 

No exchange legislation 
introduced this session 
(legislature adjourned) 

LA N/A 6/23/2011  No exchange legislation 
introduced thus far 

MA N/A 12/31/2011  Already operating state-run 
exchange (pre-PPACA) 

MD SB182 Passed Senate, 34-11 (3.28.11); 
Passed House, 106-29 (4.6.11).  
Signed by Governor (4.12.11) 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/11/2011 

Exchange established by law 
(post-PPACA) 

ME HP 1098 
(LD 1497) Referred to the Committee on 

Insurance and Financial Services. 

6/15/2011  In committee in house of 
origin 

MI N/A 12/31/2011  No exchange legislation 
introduced thus far 

MN1 HF497 Referred to Health & Human 
Services Reform Committee 
(2.14.11).  

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/23/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 

MN2 SF917/HF1204 Referred to Commerce and 
Consumer Protection Committee 
(3.21.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/23/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 

MO HB609  Voted and reported do pass by 
Rules Comm. (4.4.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/13/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 

MS H1220 Passed House 82-36 (2.7.11); 
Passed Senate as amended 49-0 
(3.2.11).  Died in conference 
(3.28.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/7/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 
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 or Frank Micciche at  

MT HB124 Business & Labor Committee 
Hearing (2.1.11); Missed deadline 
for general bill transmittal 
(2.24.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/28/11 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 

NC HB115 Appropriations Comm. reported 
favorable Com. substitute 
(3.30.11). Re-referred to Comm. 
on Insurance (3.30.11).  Passed 
House, 83-34 (5.25.11.). 

8/1/2011  Passed in house of origin/In 
committee in other house 

ND HB1126 Passed House, 91-3 (2.22.11).  
Amended and passed by Senate 
36-10 (4.6.11).  Conference 
committee report passed by 
House 90-0 (4.22.11).  
Conference committee report 
passed by Senate 31-15 
(4.25.11).  Signed by Governor 
(5.9.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/28/11 

Exchange implementation 
analysis/plan required by 
2011 law 

NE LB240 Referred to Banking, Commerce & 
Insurance Committee (1.13.11). 
Notice of hearing for 2.14.11. 
(PLANNING LAW ONLY) 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/20/2011 

In committee in house of 
origin 

NH SB163 Rereferred in Senate Commerce 
Committee (3.9.11). 

6/30/2011  In committee in house of 
origin 

NJ1 A3561  Introduced, referred to Assembly 
Health and Senior Services 
Committee (12.6.10).  Identical to 
bill S1288. 

1/12/2012  In committee in house of 
origin 

NJ2 A1930 Reported from Assembly 
Committee as a substitute; 2nd 
reading (12.6.10). Referred to 
Assembly Health and Senior 
Services Committee (2.8.11).  
Identical to S2553. 

1/12/2012  In committee in house of 
origin 

NM SB38 Passed Senate, 36-3 (3.2.11); 
Passed House, 34-31 (3.19.11).  
Vetoed by Governor (4.8.11) 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
3/19/2011 

Passed both houses, vetoed 
by governor.  Dead for 2011 
(legislature adjourned). 

NV SB440 Rerefered to Committee on 
Finance. (4.7.11).  Passed Senate, 
23-0 (5.30.11).   

6/6/2011  Passed in house of origin/In 
committee in other house 

NY N/A 12/31/2011  No exchange legislation 
introduced thus far 

OH N/A 12/31/2011  No exchange legislation 
introduced thus far 

OK1 SB971 Introduced (4.27.22).  Referred to 
Joint Committee on 
Appropriations and Budget 
(5.2.11) 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/27/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 
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or Frank Micciche at . 

OK2 HB2130 House engrossed, 51-34 
(3.21.11). 1st & 2nd reading in 
Senate - referred to Retirement & 
Insurance Committee (3.23.11).  
Interim study committee named to 
develop recommendations on 
exchange establishment. 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/27/2011 

Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 

OR S99 Public hearings held (2.17-2.24-
3.3-3.10). Passed Senate 24-5 
(4.25.11). 

6/30/2011  Passed in house of origin/In 
committee in other house 

PA H627 Referred to Insurance Committee 
(2.14.11). 

12/31/2011  In committee in house of 
origin 

RI S87 Senate passed as amended 
(4.5.11). House Health, Education 
& Welfare Comm. Hearing 
schedule (4.13.11). 

6/30/2011  Passed in house of origin/In 
committee in other house 

SC H. 3738 Referred to Committee on Ways & 
Means (2.24.11). 

6/2/2011  Dead for 2011 (legislature 
adjourned) 

SD N/A ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
3/28/2011 

No exchange legislation 
introduced (legislature 
adjourned) 

TN N/A   ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/21/2011 

No exchange legislation 
introduced thus far 

TX1 SB1586 Introduced (3.11.11).  Referred to 
Finance Committee (3.23.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/30/2011 

In committee in house of 
origin 

TX2 H636 Considered in public hearing; 
committee sustitute considered; 
testimony taken; left pending in 
committee (3.1.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/30/2011 

In committee in house of 
origin 

UT N/A ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
3/10/2011 

Already operating state-run 
exchange (pre-PPACA) 

VA HB2434 Passed House, 95-Y 3-N (2.3.11); 
Passed Senate, 37-Y 1-N 
(2.17.11); Governor's 
recommendation adopted 
(4.6.11). Task force report due by 
October 1, 2011. 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
2/27/2011 

Exchange implementation 
analysis/plan required by 
2011 law 

VT H202 Passed House with 
amendments, sent to Senate 
(3.24.11).  Amended version 
passed Senate (4.29.11).  
Conference committee report 
adopted 21-9 in Senate (5.3.11).  
Report adopted 94-49 in House.  
Sent to Governor (5.5.11).  
Signed into law by Governor 
(5.26.11). 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
5/6/2011 

Exchange established by law, 
post-PPACA 
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WA S5445 Passed Senate, 27-22 (3.2.11). 
Passed House as amended, 75-
22.  Senate passed House 
version.  Sent to Governor 
(4.18.11).  Signed into law by 
Governor (5.11.11) 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
4/24/2011. 

Exchange established by law, 
post-PPACA 

WI N/A 12/31/2011  No exchange legislation 
introduced thus far 

WV SB408 Passed Senate (2.28.11); Passed 
House, 63-35 (3.12.11).  
Approved by Governor (4.4.11).  

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
3/12/2011 

Exchange established by law, 
post-PPACA 

WY HB50 Passed House and Senate 
(3.3.11).  Signed by Governor 
(3.10.11).  Task force report due 
by December 1, 2011. 

ADJOURNED 
FOR 2011, 
3/3/2011 

Exchange implementation 
analysis/plan required by 
2011 law 

 



Side-by-Side on State Exchange Implementation 
 
 

Core/Common Theme 
 

 

NGA Issue Brief on States 
Perspective on Insurance 

Exchange 
 

September 16, 2011 
 

 

NGA Letter to Secretary Sebelius 
on the Exchange Partnership 

Model 
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Complete and timely 
guidance. 

 
Increase timeliness, scope and 
flexibility of federal guidance. 
 

 
States can only make suitable 
decisions if provided with complete 
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No comparable provision. 

 
In anticipation of ongoing regulatory development, 
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of issues related to state policy development for 
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Establishment grants availability. Grants under 
section 1311 may be awarded until December 31, 
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that is operational after 2014. 
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a six-month extension for level one establishment 
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exchange is or will be functional by January 1, 2014.  
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January 1, 2015. 
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about state costs for 
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Retain current authority 
over traditional 
functions and improve 
discretion in exchange 
design. 

 
Delegate discretion to the states in all 
areas involving exchange design and 

in interpretation of the statute.  
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federal assistance. 
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receiving federal assistance for 
functions where states have little or no 

current operational role and for pre-
certifying and identifying information 
technology products and services that 
meet PPACA requirements. 
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federally-managed services to make determinations 
for advance payments of the premium tax credit, 
cost-sharing reductions and exemptions from the 
individual responsibility requirement.   
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either make final Medicaid and CHIP determinations 
or allow the federally-facilitated exchange to make 
Medicaid and CHIP eligibility determinations using its 
state eligibility standards.  
 

Enhanced information technology funding.  
Enhanced funding is available to states for 
developing Medicaid IT infrastructure and to defray 
state costs related to establishing an efficient and 
effective shared eligibility service regardless of 
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whether a federally-facilitated exchange or a state-
based exchange is operating in a state. 
 

 
Federally-managed data services hub. CMS is 
establishing a Federally-managed data services hub 
to support information exchanges between states 
(exchanges, Medicaid and CHIP agencies) and 
relevant Federal agencies. In many cases, federal 
agencies other than CMS will be providing 
information through the hub. Additional information 
about the services available through the hub and the 
terms for accessing those services is under 
development. While the agency is considering the 
treatment of charges for fiscal year 2014, we do not 

anticipate charging fully state-based exchanges for 
the use of the hub. 

 

 
Improve funding 
timelines for 
establishment functions. 

 
No comparable provision. 

 
States interested in exchanges should 
be able to obtain funding to establish 
new state exchange functions after 
2012. 
 

 
CMS has determined that a state that does not have 
a fully certified state-based exchange on January 1, 
2013 can continue to qualify for and receive a grant 
award, subject to the funding opportunity 
announcement (FOA) eligibility criteria. 
 

State-based exchanges may obtain funding until 
December 31, 2014 for approved and permissible 
activities after that date to establish a state-based 
exchange, to build functions that a state elects to 
operate under a partnership exchange, and to 
support state activities to build interfaces with a 
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Dear Governors: 
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Governor of West Virginia 
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October 17, 2011 
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cx<·<:utivc Director 

As you know, states must make many decisions within a short period oftime regarding the 
implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA). Severely strained 
budgets, tight deadlines and workforce shortages further complicate implementation in nearly 
every state. 

Regardless of whether your state is considering a state-based health insurance exchange, a federa l 
exchange, or a partnership with the federal government, a wide range of cross-agency planning 
and discussion must take place to meet the 2013 deadline established by the ACA. 

The National Governors Association (NGA) seeks to assist states in a variety of ways to help 
determine the best course for your state. To that end, we hosted a health insurance exchange 
workshop in early September to allow states to work together on difficult issues, and 
communicate their needs to the federal government. We have also published two issue briefs 
aimed at further understanding the challenges associated with implementing exchanges. 

NGA is now offering technical assistance to help further develop the strategy and tasks related to 
the planning and implementation of your chosen path. Teams from up to six states will be 
selected to work with two nationally-recognized experts in exchanges and Medicaid in a 
customized day-long retreat that will take place in your home state. Joel Ario, former 
insurance commissioner from Pennsylvania and Oregon, and former Director of Health 
Insurance Exchanges at the Office of the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance 
Oversight will serve as a resource on exchange planning. Deborah Bachrach, Medicaid 
expert from Manatt Ilealth Solutions, will assist with the Medicaid aspects of the 
discussion. 

Attached is the Request for Proposals for this technical assistance opportunity. Applications are 
due to NGA on November I, 2011. 

We hope you will consider this opportunity as you move forward in your consideration of 
implementation of the ACA. Questions and requests for additional information should be 
addressed to Maria Schiff at (202) 624-5395 or Mschiff@nga.org. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

David Moore 
Director 

Hall of thl· States 444 North Capitol Strcl't Suitl' 'J67 Washingwn, D. C. 20001-151 2 

Ti:k,phonl' (202) 624-5300 www.nga.org 
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Renee.Fargason@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
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Subject: Exchanges letter: Link to Op ed and final Letter
Date: Monday, February 07, 2011 8:00:54 AM
Attachments: Sebelius Exchange Letter - version 4.pdf

Sorry for formatting issues- here is the link:

http://topics.wsj.com/article/SB20001424052748703652104576122172835584158.html

Final letter attached on exchanges attached for your files.

Again, Debbie, thanks for all your hard work. 

-Marie

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Director of Federal Policy
Office of Governor Haley Barbour
>>> Marie Sanderson 02/07/11 7:57 AM >>>
FYI- in WSJ. Daniels' op-ed on exchanges. Nice work, Debbie. An
ObamaCare Appeal From the StatesTwenty-one governors representing more
than 115 million Americans have written to Kathleen Sebelius asking for
more flexibility on health-care reform.By MITCH DANIELSUnless you're in
favor of a fully nationalized health-care system, the president's
health-care reform law is a massive mistake. It will amplify all the big
drivers of overconsumption and excessive pricing: "Why not, it's free?"
reimbursement; "The more I do, the more I get" provider payment; and all
the defensive medicine the trial bar's ingenuity can generate.
All claims made for it were false. It will add trillions to the federal
deficit. It will lead to a de facto government takeover of health care
faster than most people realize, and as millions of Americans are added
to the Medicaid rolls and millions more employees (including, watch for
this, workers of bankrupt state governments) are dumped into the new
exchanges.
Many of us governors are hoping for either a judicial or legislative
rescue from this impending disaster, and recent court decisions suggest



there's a chance of that. But we can't count on a miracle—that's only
permitted in Washington policy making. We have no choice but to prepare
for the very real possibility that the law takes effect in 2014.
For state governments, the bill presents huge new costs, as we are
required to enroll 15 million to 20 million more people in our Medicaid
systems. In Indiana, our independent actuaries have pegged the price to
state taxpayers at $2.6 billion to $3 billion over the next 10 years.
This is a huge burden for our state, and yet another incremental
expenditure the law's authors declined to account for truthfully.
Perhaps worse, the law expects to conscript the states as its agents in
its takeover of health care. It assumes that we will set up and operate
its new insurance "exchanges" for it, using our current welfare
apparatuses to do the numbingly complex work of figuring out who is
eligible for its subsidies, how much each person or family is eligible
for, redetermining this eligibility regularly, and more. Then, we are
supposed to oversee all the insurance plans in the exchanges for
compliance with Washington's dictates about terms and prices.
The default option if any state declines to participate is for the
federal government to operate an exchange directly. Which got me
thinking: If the new law is not repealed by 2013, what could be done to
reshape it in the direction of freedom and genuine cost control?
I have written to Kathleen Sebelius, secretary of Health and Services
(HHS), saying that if her department wants Indiana to run its program
for it, we will do so under the following conditions:
• We are given the flexibility to decide which insurers are permitted to
offer their products.
• All the law's expensive benefit mandates are waived, so that our
citizens aren't forced to buy benefits they don't need and have a range
of choice that includes more affordable plans.
• The law's provisions discriminating against consumer-driven plans,
such as health savings accounts, are waived.
• We are given the freedom to move Medicaid beneficiaries into the
exchange, or to utilize new approaches to the traditional program,
instead of herding hundreds of thousands more people into today's broken
Medicaid system.
• Our state is reimbursed the true, full cost of the administrative
burden to be imposed upon us, based on the estimate of an auditor
independent of HHS.
• A trustworthy projection is commissioned, by a research organization
independent of the deparin the exchange, given the large incentives for employers to save money
by off-loading their workers.
Obviously, this is a very different system than the one the legislation
intends. Health care would be much more affordable, minus all the
mandates, and plus the consumer consciousness that comes with health
savings accounts and their kin. Customer choice would be dramatically
enhanced by the state's ability to allow more insurers to participate
and offer consumer-driven plans. Through greater flexibility in the
management of Medicaid, the state might be able to reduce substantially
the hidden tax increase that forced expansion of the program will
impose.
Most fundamentally, the system we are proposing requires Washington to
abandon most of the command-and-control aspects of the law as written.
It steers away from nanny-state paternalism by assuming, recognizing and
reinforcing the dignity of all our citizens and their right to make
health care's highly personal decisions for themselves.
So why would Ms. Sebelius and HHS agree to this de facto rewrite of
their treasured accomplishment? A glance at the recent fiasco of
high-risk pools provides the answer. When a majority of states,
including Indiana, declined to participate in setting up these pools,
which cover those with high-cost, existing conditions, the task fell to



HHS. As widely reported, it went poorly, with costs far above
predictions and only a tiny fraction of the expected population signing
up.
If the feds can't manage this little project, what should we expect if
they attempt it on a scale hundreds of times larger and more complex? If
it were only Indiana asking, I have no doubt that HHS would ignore us.
But Indiana is not alone. So far, 21 states—including Pennsylvania,
Texas and Louisiana—have signed the same letter. We represent more than
115 million Americans. Washington's attempt to set up eligibility and
exchange bureaucracies in all these places would invite a first-rate
operational catastrophe.
If there's to be a train wreck, we governors would rather be spectators
than conductors. But if the federal government is willing to reroute the
train to a different, more productive track, we are here to help.
Mr. Daniels, a Republican, is the governor of Indiana.

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Director of Federal Policy
Office of Governor Haley Barbour



From: Marie Sanderson
To: brandymarty03 ; Candice Whitfield; Marie Sanderson; Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov;

mschrimpf@RGA.ORG
Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32  RSerote@az.gov;

Adam.nordstrom ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; dhiowa@ jabot10 ; jboeyink34 ;
ted.pitts.jr ; travisrichmond ; wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov;
jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler;
JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@GOV.STATE.LA.US; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov;
brandon.steinmann@governor.state.tx.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; jboeyink ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov;
Renee.Fargason@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov;
ryan ; eperez@osfr.state.tx.us; nguillemard ; sarah.echols ;
ts  Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt
rspendlove@utah.gov; EMainigi@ ; Joseph.Fadness@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov;
katyoder 99

Subject: Exchanges letter: Link to Op ed and final Letter
Date: Monday, February 07, 2011 8:00:54 AM
Attachments: Sebelius Exchange Letter - version 4.pdf

Sorry for formatting issues- here is the link:

http://topics.wsj.com/article/SB20001424052748703652104576122172835584158.html

Final letter attached on exchanges attached for your files.

Again, Debbie, thanks for all your hard work. 

-Marie

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Director of Federal Policy
Office of Governor Haley Barbour
>>> Marie Sanderson 02/07/11 7:57 AM >>>
FYI- in WSJ. Daniels' op-ed on exchanges. Nice work, Debbie. An
ObamaCare Appeal From the StatesTwenty-one governors representing more
than 115 million Americans have written to Kathleen Sebelius asking for
more flexibility on health-care reform.By MITCH DANIELSUnless you're in
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health-care reform law is a massive mistake. It will amplify all the big
drivers of overconsumption and excessive pricing: "Why not, it's free?"
reimbursement; "The more I do, the more I get" provider payment; and all
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All claims made for it were false. It will add trillions to the federal
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faster than most people realize, and as millions of Americans are added
to the Medicaid rolls and millions more employees (including, watch for
this, workers of bankrupt state governments) are dumped into the new
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Many of us governors are hoping for either a judicial or legislative
rescue from this impending disaster, and recent court decisions suggest



there's a chance of that. But we can't count on a miracle—that's only
permitted in Washington policy making. We have no choice but to prepare
for the very real possibility that the law takes effect in 2014.
For state governments, the bill presents huge new costs, as we are
required to enroll 15 million to 20 million more people in our Medicaid
systems. In Indiana, our independent actuaries have pegged the price to
state taxpayers at $2.6 billion to $3 billion over the next 10 years.
This is a huge burden for our state, and yet another incremental
expenditure the law's authors declined to account for truthfully.
Perhaps worse, the law expects to conscript the states as its agents in
its takeover of health care. It assumes that we will set up and operate
its new insurance "exchanges" for it, using our current welfare
apparatuses to do the numbingly complex work of figuring out who is
eligible for its subsidies, how much each person or family is eligible
for, redetermining this eligibility regularly, and more. Then, we are
supposed to oversee all the insurance plans in the exchanges for
compliance with Washington's dictates about terms and prices.
The default option if any state declines to participate is for the
federal government to operate an exchange directly. Which got me
thinking: If the new law is not repealed by 2013, what could be done to
reshape it in the direction of freedom and genuine cost control?
I have written to Kathleen Sebelius, secretary of Health and Services
(HHS), saying that if her department wants Indiana to run its program
for it, we will do so under the following conditions:
• We are given the flexibility to decide which insurers are permitted to
offer their products.
• All the law's expensive benefit mandates are waived, so that our
citizens aren't forced to buy benefits they don't need and have a range
of choice that includes more affordable plans.
• The law's provisions discriminating against consumer-driven plans,
such as health savings accounts, are waived.
• We are given the freedom to move Medicaid beneficiaries into the
exchange, or to utilize new approaches to the traditional program,
instead of herding hundreds of thousands more people into today's broken
Medicaid system.
• Our state is reimbursed the true, full cost of the administrative
burden to be imposed upon us, based on the estimate of an auditor
independent of HHS.
• A trustworthy projection is commissioned, by a research organization
independent of the deparin the exchange, given the large incentives for employers to save money
by off-loading their workers.
Obviously, this is a very different system than the one the legislation
intends. Health care would be much more affordable, minus all the
mandates, and plus the consumer consciousness that comes with health
savings accounts and their kin. Customer choice would be dramatically
enhanced by the state's ability to allow more insurers to participate
and offer consumer-driven plans. Through greater flexibility in the
management of Medicaid, the state might be able to reduce substantially
the hidden tax increase that forced expansion of the program will
impose.
Most fundamentally, the system we are proposing requires Washington to
abandon most of the command-and-control aspects of the law as written.
It steers away from nanny-state paternalism by assuming, recognizing and
reinforcing the dignity of all our citizens and their right to make
health care's highly personal decisions for themselves.
So why would Ms. Sebelius and HHS agree to this de facto rewrite of
their treasured accomplishment? A glance at the recent fiasco of
high-risk pools provides the answer. When a majority of states,
including Indiana, declined to participate in setting up these pools,
which cover those with high-cost, existing conditions, the task fell to



HHS. As widely reported, it went poorly, with costs far above
predictions and only a tiny fraction of the expected population signing
up.
If the feds can't manage this little project, what should we expect if
they attempt it on a scale hundreds of times larger and more complex? If
it were only Indiana asking, I have no doubt that HHS would ignore us.
But Indiana is not alone. So far, 21 states—including Pennsylvania,
Texas and Louisiana—have signed the same letter. We represent more than
115 million Americans. Washington's attempt to set up eligibility and
exchange bureaucracies in all these places would invite a first-rate
operational catastrophe.
If there's to be a train wreck, we governors would rather be spectators
than conductors. But if the federal government is willing to reroute the
train to a different, more productive track, we are here to help.
Mr. Daniels, a Republican, is the governor of Indiana.

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Director of Federal Policy
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FYI- in WSJ. Daniels' op-ed on exchanges. Nice work, Debbie. An
ObamaCare Appeal From the StatesTwenty-one governors representing more
than 115 million Americans have written to Kathleen Sebelius asking for
more flexibility on health-care reform.By MITCH DANIELSUnless you're in
favor of a fully nationalized health-care system, the president's
health-care reform law is a massive mistake. It will amplify all the big
drivers of overconsumption and excessive pricing: "Why not, it's free?"
reimbursement; "The more I do, the more I get" provider payment; and all
the defensive medicine the trial bar's ingenuity can generate.
All claims made for it were false. It will add trillions to the federal
deficit. It will lead to a de facto government takeover of health care
faster than most people realize, and as millions of Americans are added
to the Medicaid rolls and millions more employees (including, watch for
this, workers of bankrupt state governments) are dumped into the new
exchanges.
Many of us governors are hoping for either a judicial or legislative
rescue from this impending disaster, and recent court decisions suggest



there's a chance of that. But we can't count on a miracle—that's only
permitted in Washington policy making. We have no choice but to prepare
for the very real possibility that the law takes effect in 2014.
For state governments, the bill presents huge new costs, as we are
required to enroll 15 million to 20 million more people in our Medicaid
systems. In Indiana, our independent actuaries have pegged the price to
state taxpayers at $2.6 billion to $3 billion over the next 10 years.
This is a huge burden for our state, and yet another incremental
expenditure the law's authors declined to account for truthfully.
Perhaps worse, the law expects to conscript the states as its agents in
its takeover of health care. It assumes that we will set up and operate
its new insurance "exchanges" for it, using our current welfare
apparatuses to do the numbingly complex work of figuring out who is
eligible for its subsidies, how much each person or family is eligible
for, redetermining this eligibility regularly, and more. Then, we are
supposed to oversee all the insurance plans in the exchanges for
compliance with Washington's dictates about terms and prices.
The default option if any state declines to participate is for the
federal government to operate an exchange directly. Which got me
thinking: If the new law is not repealed by 2013, what could be done to
reshape it in the direction of freedom and genuine cost control?
I have written to Kathleen Sebelius, secretary of Health and Services
(HHS), saying that if her department wants Indiana to run its program
for it, we will do so under the following conditions:
• We are given the flexibility to decide which insurers are permitted to
offer their products.
• All the law's expensive benefit mandates are waived, so that our
citizens aren't forced to buy benefits they don't need and have a range
of choice that includes more affordable plans.
• The law's provisions discriminating against consumer-driven plans,
such as health savings accounts, are waived.
• We are given the freedom to move Medicaid beneficiaries into the
exchange, or to utilize new approaches to the traditional program,
instead of herding hundreds of thousands more people into today's broken
Medicaid system.
• Our state is reimbursed the true, full cost of the administrative
burden to be imposed upon us, based on the estimate of an auditor
independent of HHS.
• A trustworthy projection is commissioned, by a research organization
independent of the deparin the exchange, given the large incentives for employers to save money
by off-loading their workers.
Obviously, this is a very different system than the one the legislation
intends. Health care would be much more affordable, minus all the
mandates, and plus the consumer consciousness that comes with health
savings accounts and their kin. Customer choice would be dramatically
enhanced by the state's ability to allow more insurers to participate
and offer consumer-driven plans. Through greater flexibility in the
management of Medicaid, the state might be able to reduce substantially
the hidden tax increase that forced expansion of the program will
impose.
Most fundamentally, the system we are proposing requires Washington to
abandon most of the command-and-control aspects of the law as written.
It steers away from nanny-state paternalism by assuming, recognizing and
reinforcing the dignity of all our citizens and their right to make
health care's highly personal decisions for themselves.
So why would Ms. Sebelius and HHS agree to this de facto rewrite of
their treasured accomplishment? A glance at the recent fiasco of
high-risk pools provides the answer. When a majority of states,
including Indiana, declined to participate in setting up these pools,
which cover those with high-cost, existing conditions, the task fell to



HHS. As widely reported, it went poorly, with costs far above
predictions and only a tiny fraction of the expected population signing
up.
If the feds can't manage this little project, what should we expect if
they attempt it on a scale hundreds of times larger and more complex? If
it were only Indiana asking, I have no doubt that HHS would ignore us.
But Indiana is not alone. So far, 21 states—including Pennsylvania,
Texas and Louisiana—have signed the same letter. We represent more than
115 million Americans. Washington's attempt to set up eligibility and
exchange bureaucracies in all these places would invite a first-rate
operational catastrophe.
If there's to be a train wreck, we governors would rather be spectators
than conductors. But if the federal government is willing to reroute the
train to a different, more productive track, we are here to help.
Mr. Daniels, a Republican, is the governor of Indiana.

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Director of Federal Policy
Office of Governor Haley Barbour



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:24:18 PM
Attachments: SC Gov Nikki Haley Letter to HHS Secretary.PDF

NE 1115 ATTACHMENT Federal Health Insurance Exchange.pdf

Chiefs, Action Officers, and Healthcare Advisors:
 
In an effort to share information with you about healthcare exchange moving parts, please find four
releases from governors on their healthcare exchange decision: SC, NE, NM and LA. If your governor
has made a decision  and you would like that information shared, please let me know. We are doing
our best to follow moving parts.
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
SC: See letter attached
 
NE: See remarks attached
 
NM:  http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-11-15/new-mexico-moves-ahead-with-health-
exchange
 
LA: See link and letter below.
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2694
 
 

Louisiana: 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius
Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20201

November 16, 2012

Dear Secretary Sebelius:

As you know, on March 23, 2011, the State of Louisiana announced that it would not
assume the risk of building a health insurance Exchange as outlined by the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). Given the fact that deadlines
established in the guidance issued in the August 13, 2012 request of the United
States Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) are not legally binding, the
State of Louisiana will not be submitting a Declaration Letter; however, this letter
serves as the state of Louisiana's position regarding critical components of the
PPACA.



Since the PPACA was signed into law, the State of Louisiana has repeatedly stated
that the law has severe legal problems, is bad policy, and is unworkable. Those
beliefs remain unchanged. With the Supreme Court's decision in National Federation
of Independent Business v. Sebelius, the Court agreed with the State of Louisiana
that at least one of the over 450 provisions of the PPACA is unconstitutional and the
provision requiring all individuals to have insurance coverage can only be upheld as a
tax. Even after the Supreme Court's decision, there remain many questions about the
legality of the PPACA involving issues fundamental to all Americans, including
religious freedom and unjust taxation.

While the Supreme Court ruled on the Constitutionality of some parts of the PPACA,
it was not an endorsement of its policy merits. In fact, Chief Justice Roberts
underscored this fact when he wrote, "Members of this Court are vested with the
authority to interpret the law; we possess neither the expertise nor the prerogative to
make policy judgments." The PPACA remains a flawed piece of legislation that fails to
fix the fundamental existing problems in the United States health care system,
particularly the unsustainable rising costs faced by American families and small
businesses. Instead, we are faced with a more tightly controlled federal-run health
insurance market that will increase costs, undermine the private health care
marketplace, and weaken private sector job creation.

The Supreme Court's decision also fails to resolve the fact that the PPACA is simply
an unworkable piece of legislation. With incomplete regulations and unrealistic
deadlines, States and the Federal government will struggle to have a health
insurance Exchange ready for open enrollment on October 1, 2013 that is not beset
with major complications for the insurance market and the respective residents of the
States. The full extent of damage the PPACA causes to small businesses, the
nation's economy, and the American health care system will only be revealed with
time. The State of Louisiana has no interest in being a party to this failure by
implementing a state based exchange.

The PPACA's Legality
Louisiana was one of 26 States that filed suit against the federal government
concerning the legality of the PPACA, specifically focusing on two parts: § 1501 (the
individual mandate) and Title II (the mandatory expansion of the Medicaid eligible
population to 133 percent of the federal poverty level). In June of this year, the
Supreme Court agreed that the mandatory Medicaid expansion was unconstitutional.
They also ruled that the individual mandate was unconstitutional under Congress's
Commerce power, but upheld this provision as an example of Congress's taxing
power, admitting that the purported penalty is actually a tax.

While the Supreme Court effectively rewrote the PPACA to uphold the individual
mandate, they did not rule on the legality of the remainder of the law. In fact, the
Supreme Court is aware that future challenges are likely to occur by its recent
actions. With continuing questions about the PPACA's legality, we believe it is
prudent to wait until these challenges are completely resolved. Provisions that the
Court did not rule on that are still being challenged include:

The Employer Mandate
• The PPACA requires that all employers with fifty or more full-time employees
provide adequate health care coverage to their employees. (§ 1513, §1514, and
§10106). If they do not, these employers could face a tax of $2,000 or $3,000.



Federally-Facilitated Exchange Subsidy
• In the PPACA, State-based health Exchanges are authorized to provide premium
assistance subsidies to individuals from 100% to 400% of the Federal Poverty Level.
However, the PPACA does not expressly authorize Federally-facilitated Exchanges to
do the same. Subsequent regulations from the Internal Revenue Service have
interpreted the law so that all Exchanges are able to provide premium assistance.
The legality of these regulations is currently being challenged.

Preventative Care Mandate
• Section 2713 of the PPACA allows for the Secretary to define preventive care
services to be provided cost-free by all non-grandfathered insurance plans. In August
2011, the Secretary released a regulation that included contraceptive and some
abortifacient services as preventative care. The regulation has been challenged by
numerous groups and individuals (in over 35 lawsuits) who have religious objections
to paying for health insurance that includes coverage for contraception and some
abortifacient services.

Maintenance of Effort
• The Supreme Court's decision invalidated the provision of the PPACA which
coerced States to expand their Medicaid program by threatening existing Medicaid
funding. Questions remain whether this applies to the maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirement, requiring States to maintain their existing Medicaid eligibility until 2014.

Origination Clause
• The Supreme Court decision made it clear that the individual mandate is a tax, not a
penalty as claimed by the administration. The PPACA originated in the Senate. The
Constitution (Article I, Section 7, Clause 1) is clear that all taxes are to originate in the
House, and thus the individual mandate has been contested as an unconstitutional
tax.

Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB)
• Sections 3403 and 10320 of the PPACA created this 15-member federal board that
is granted the authority to make payment changes for the Medicare program without
approval from Congress. There are also no administrative or judicial reviews of these
decisions.

Legality of Rulemaking/Guidance
• With many of the provisions of the PPACA, formal rules and regulations have been
delayed or even non-existent. There are serious questions about the legality of this
procedure in light of the Administrative Procedures Act.

Bad Policy
While HHS has repeatedly said that the States serve as incubators of innovation, the
PPACA robs States of this ability by limiting their opportunities to enact meaningful
state-led health care reform. For example, the concept for an Exchange originated as
a free market idea meant to lower the cost of health insurance for those who decide
to purchase such insurance. In theory, an increased pool for those deciding to
purchase health insurance is a good idea. It provides individuals the ability to select
the insurance coverage that they want at a lower cost. If this were truly the framework
for the Exchange model outlined in PPACA, the State of Louisiana would be glad to
evaluate it as an option, adopting it to our State's needs. However, the PPACA
Exchange is only masquerading as free market idea, and instead creates a vehicle for
the Federal government to tightly control the coverage options available to



consumers, raising costs and limiting choice. Many employers will drop the health
insurance coverage they currently provide to employees, leaving individual health
care needs to the federal government. Specifically, the consequences of the PPACA
Exchange and associated insurance changes include:

Lack of Consumer Choice
• When the PPACA was proposed, the President promised that if individuals liked
their current health care insurance, they could keep it. However, the PPACA model
will actually force individuals into the broken, government-run Medicaid system and
into heavily-regulated, government-run health care plans (deemed "minimal essential
coverage" by the Federal government).

Individuals should have the right to select what health care plan is best for them, and
not be limited to a one-size-fits-all product that a political process deems is
"essential". By mandating that certain benefits be provided in all insurance plans, the
price of premiums will increase, leaving individuals unable to continue the coverage
they like and a price they can afford

Increased Taxes
• The PPACA requires that all Exchanges be financially self-sufficient by 2015. This
will require the Exchange to generate revenue, either by instituting user fees in the
Exchange market or in the entire insurance market- essentially a tax on all insurance
plans purchased. This will only further drive up the costs of premiums in the
Exchange market for consumers and for individuals who will have to pay the premium
assistance through their taxes.

• The PPACA also includes a tax on insurance premiums which are proposed to be
paid for by "the industry." It is troubling that these same taxes will affect managed
care organizations, proven mechanisms for more effectively controlling cost for
Medicaid and Medicare, especially needed for States with limited financial resources.

Impact on Employers and Employees
• The employer mandate, a tax on employers with fifty or more employees who decide
not to provide "adequate" health insurance coverage to their employees, is a
disincentive to provide coverage. Already, businesses are attempting to modify their
business structure to avoid the law's mandates (either by laying off employees or
reducing the number of hours these employees work). Even those employers who
provide coverage can be taxed an additional $3,000 if that employee is eligible and
enrolls in coverage on the health insurance Exchange. So instead of building upon
the existing insurance market, the PPACA is undermining it.

Unworkable
The deadline for all Exchanges (both State and federally-facilitated) to be ready for
open enrollment is October 1, 2013. However, it is likely many exchanges will not be
ready by that point, even in those States that are supportive of the PPACA. The
guidance received from the Federal government is often delayed or non-existent. For
a project as large and complicated as health care reform, this is an insurmountable
hurdle for the States to overcome. There are numerous unanswered questions and
major problems remaining about Exchanges and the provisions of the PPACA
entangled with them. Continuing issues include:

Exchanges in General
• In order for an Exchange to be ready for open enrollment on October 1, 2013, it
must be approved or conditionally approved by January 1, 2013. However, there have



been no formal regulations regarding what guidelines HHS will use to determine if an
Exchange is conditionally approved or not.

• It has been continuously promised by officials at HHS that there will be cost
comparisons between the Federally-facilitated Exchange, the State-based Exchange,
and the partnership Exchanges. These cost estimates have not yet been made
public.

Federally-facilitated Exchanges
• To date, in addition to the incomplete final rule for health insurance Exchanges,
there has been no rulemaking regarding the Federally-facilitated Exchanges and their
interactions with the respective States' eligibility systems. Promised in the March
2012 final Exchange regulation was further guidance regarding the Federally-
facilitated Exchange. Since that point, only a questions and answers document has
been released.

• Numerous contracts have been signed for the development of the Federally-
facilitated Exchange, but these documents have not been made public. The State of
Louisiana filed a Freedom of Information Act request within the last month for these
contracts and has still not received these documents. Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah
requested similar documents in his role as Ranking Member on the U.S. Senate
Committee on Finance and has not received a response. It is necessary for these
documents to be made public so that States can make informed decisions concerning
Exchanges.

Partnership Exchange
• A partnership Exchange will be a Federally-facilitated Exchange with certain
functions run by the State. It is an option first introduced by a power point
presentation and further expanded by a document entitled "General Guidance on
Federally-facilitated Exchanges," but has yet to be defined in federal regulations. The
final Exchange rule proposed no regulations regarding this option.

• There has been no answer from the Federal government concerning whether the
Federal government or the States will be responsible to pay for the state-run
functions of a partnership Exchange.

The Workings of an Exchange
• The Exchange is required to provide premium tax credits to those between 100%
and 400% of the federal poverty line. Originally projected to cost the federal
government $462 billion between 2012 and 2019, these subsidies are now projected
to be $574 billion during the same period by the Congressional Budget Office.
Already, Medicare funding will be cut by $700 billion to pay for these premium tax
credits. There is discussion that because these levels of subsidies are unsustainable,
the number of Americans eligible for premium assistance subsidies will be reduced in
number.

Essential Health Benefits and Actuarial Values
• All plans in the individual and small group markets (including plans sold on the
respective State Exchanges) must meet "essential health benefits," benefits not yet
defined by the Secretary of HHS in formal rulemaking. Initial informal guidance
suggests that these benefits will be based off of the most popular small group plans
in each State in addition to benefits specified by the PPPACA. The States, insurance
companies, and other stakeholders are awaiting formal regulations about essential
health benefits.



• The States are awaiting a promised "actuarial value calculator" to accurately
determine actuarial values for plans sold on the Exchange. This still has not been
delivered and numerous questions remain about how actuarial value of health
insurance plans will be determined.

Reforms Needed
It is most disappointing that the PPACA failed to offer sustainable reform of the
nation's health care system. Instead of strengthening the market to lower costs and
increase consumer choice, the PPACA created a big government "solution"- the type
of solution history tells us will only create debt and worry for future generations of
Americans. Health care reform should focus on improving the value of health care in
America by bringing down costs and improving quality.

There are several ways to do this. Transparency in health care is essential for
individuals to be better consumers of care. The cost and success rates of different
procedures can be made publically available to help individuals make decisions about
their care. Increased competition through individuals being allowed to purchase
insurance across State lines can create greater competition and lower costs.

Similarly, just as individuals should have more investment in their health care choices,
States should have greater ability to design programs that meet the needs of their
people. States know how to take care of their residents more than the bureaucrats in
Washington, distant both in geography and in experience. Louisiana, for example, has
been able to make remarkable progress in its care of the Medicaid population
through an innovative model of managed care, saving money and improving the
quality of care. However, constrained by the federal requirements for Medicaid,
Louisiana can only do so much. It is time to give the States the option to administer
this program through block grants to save both the Federal and State taxpayers
money and eliminate the perverse incentives created by federal rules and funding
streams.

States need to be given the tools to solve these problems. The PPACA should either
be repealed or replaced with a system giving States the ability to truly innovate. At the
very least, we ask that you give the States flexibility through waivers exempting
States from the burdensome requirements of the PPACA while providing the care
their populations need and want in the way the States know best how to deliver.

In addition to these needed reforms, the State of Louisiana fully expects HHS to
coordinate its efforts regarding implementation of a Federally-facilitated Exchange in
an effort to mitigate the negative impact on either our private insurance market or the
Medicaid program. The State expects that the Federal government will adhere to the
four guiding principles included in the "General Guidance on Federally-facilitated
Exchanges" and intends to hold the Federal government accountable to these
principles. Additionally, the impact on our State's budget is a significant concern. In
this light we expect that HHS will:

• Provide a full and complete briefing to the State officials regarding on-going
implementation efforts;
• Schedule routine meetings to update State officials on the implementation status;
• Notify the State when all stakeholder, consumer, or any other public meetings or
public outreach activities are scheduled;
• Work with the State on memorandums of understanding and/or contracts if the
Federal-facilitated Exchange expects any support or assistance of the State so that



the State is fairly and equitably compensated, including for the use of any State data
used by the Federally-facilitated Exchange to verify income;
• Provide the names of all contractors who will be working in the State on the
Federally-facilitated Exchange and the details about what activities these contractors
will be involved in, including copies of all contracts;
• After the establishment of the Exchange, provide regular (at least semi-annual)
updates on its utilization, cost (including long-term financial health), and its impact on
the State's insurance market, including, but not limited to the information that must be
provided pursuant to §1311(d)(7) of the PPACA;
• If any changes to the Federally-facilitated Exchange model are anticipated, the
State is notified immediately; and
• Inform the State of any navigator grant recipients and provide copies of
memorandums of understanding between navigators and the Federally-facilitated
Exchange.

All further correspondence regarding the PPACA and health insurance Exchange
issues is to be directed to the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals (Bruce
Greenstein, Secretary), the official agency authorized to collaborate with HHS on
issues concerning the PPACA in Louisiana. The State of Louisiana hopes that HHS
will listen to its concerns and give the States actual flexibility to improve health care
for all Americans.

Sincerely,

Bruce D. Greenstein
Secretary
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
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Prepared by the Ways and Means Committee Staff 
 

Extending and Expanding Opportunities for Job Creation and Investment 
 
OVERVIEW 

• The Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act extends expensing (sometimes called 100 
percent bonus depreciation) through 2012 to make it easier for employers, small and large, to 
invest now in new machinery and equipment, grow their businesses, and create jobs.  

 
EXTENDING AND EXPANDING EXPENSING  

• The Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act extends for an additional year, through 2012, 
the 100 percent depreciation allowance that is currently in effect for 2011.  

• Additionally, the Act expands the current expensing provision in two ways.   
1. For 2012, the Act makes it easier for companies to claim AMT credits in lieu of bonus 

depreciation.    
2. For 2012, taxpayers that use the “percentage of completion method” of accounting can, for 

certain property, take into account the cost of the property, rather than the higher bonus 
depreciation amount.  
 

BACKGROUND 
In general, business taxpayers must depreciate the cost of capital assets over several years, with the exact 
period depending on the asset.  In December 2010, as part of tax legislation that extended the 2001/2003 
tax relief laws, Congress provided for expensing (100 percent bonus depreciation) for qualifying property 
purchased (and generally placed in service) between September 8, 2010, and December 31, 2011.   
 
Also under current law, a corporation may elect to forgo bonus depreciation and instead claim unused 
AMT credits from tax years before January 1, 2006.  However, several provisions limit the amount of 
unused AMT credits that may be claimed in any tax year.  Finally, a taxpayer that uses the “percentage of 
completion” method of accounting generally must take into account income associated with a deduction 
at the time the deduction is taken. 
 



From: Denise Northrup
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:38:31 PM

Good idea...if you share with Katie she can tell me over the phone...

Even just the ones who have actually announced, we don't have to have the
unannounced ones...

On Nov 15, 2012, at 12:36 PM, "Marie Sanderson" > wrote:

I have it but purposefully have not sent it around because I don’t want some lobbyist to
get it. If I send it to you, will you hold it really close?
 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:36 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA
 

Do we have a list of which states have announced and what the decision was? Would
be helpful for my gov I know...

On Nov 15, 2012, at 12:24 PM, "Marie Sanderson"  wrote:

Chiefs, Action Officers, and Healthcare Advisors:
 
In an effort to share information with you about healthcare exchange
moving parts, please find four releases from governors on their
healthcare exchange decision: SC, NE, NM and LA. If your governor has
made a decision  and you would like that information shared, please let
me know. We are doing our best to follow moving parts.
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
SC: See letter attached
 
NE: See remarks attached
 
NM:  http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-11-15/new-mexico-
moves-ahead-with-health-exchange



 
LA: See link and letter below.
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2694
 
 

Louisiana: 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius
Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20201

November 16, 2012

Dear Secretary Sebelius:

As you know, on March 23, 2011, the State of Louisiana
announced that it would not assume the risk of building a
health insurance Exchange as outlined by the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). Given the fact
that deadlines established in the guidance issued in the August
13, 2012 request of the United States Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) are not legally binding, the State
of Louisiana will not be submitting a Declaration Letter;
however, this letter serves as the state of Louisiana's position
regarding critical components of the PPACA.

Since the PPACA was signed into law, the State of Louisiana
has repeatedly stated that the law has severe legal problems,
is bad policy, and is unworkable. Those beliefs remain
unchanged. With the Supreme Court's decision in National
Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius, the Court
agreed with the State of Louisiana that at least one of the over
450 provisions of the PPACA is unconstitutional and the
provision requiring all individuals to have insurance coverage
can only be upheld as a tax. Even after the Supreme Court's
decision, there remain many questions about the legality of the
PPACA involving issues fundamental to all Americans,
including religious freedom and unjust taxation.

While the Supreme Court ruled on the Constitutionality of
some parts of the PPACA, it was not an endorsement of its
policy merits. In fact, Chief Justice Roberts underscored this
fact when he wrote, "Members of this Court are vested with the
authority to interpret the law; we possess neither the expertise
nor the prerogative to make policy judgments." The PPACA
remains a flawed piece of legislation that fails to fix the
fundamental existing problems in the United States health care
system, particularly the unsustainable rising costs faced by
American families and small businesses. Instead, we are faced
with a more tightly controlled federal-run health insurance



market that will increase costs, undermine the private health
care marketplace, and weaken private sector job creation.

The Supreme Court's decision also fails to resolve the fact that
the PPACA is simply an unworkable piece of legislation. With
incomplete regulations and unrealistic deadlines, States and
the Federal government will struggle to have a health
insurance Exchange ready for open enrollment on October 1,
2013 that is not beset with major complications for the
insurance market and the respective residents of the States.
The full extent of damage the PPACA causes to small
businesses, the nation's economy, and the American health
care system will only be revealed with time. The State of
Louisiana has no interest in being a party to this failure by
implementing a state based exchange.

The PPACA's Legality
Louisiana was one of 26 States that filed suit against the
federal government concerning the legality of the PPACA,
specifically focusing on two parts: § 1501 (the individual
mandate) and Title II (the mandatory expansion of the
Medicaid eligible population to 133 percent of the federal
poverty level). In June of this year, the Supreme Court agreed
that the mandatory Medicaid expansion was unconstitutional.
They also ruled that the individual mandate was
unconstitutional under Congress's Commerce power, but
upheld this provision as an example of Congress's taxing
power, admitting that the purported penalty is actually a tax.

While the Supreme Court effectively rewrote the PPACA to
uphold the individual mandate, they did not rule on the legality
of the remainder of the law. In fact, the Supreme Court is
aware that future challenges are likely to occur by its recent
actions. With continuing questions about the PPACA's legality,
we believe it is prudent to wait until these challenges are
completely resolved. Provisions that the Court did not rule on
that are still being challenged include:

The Employer Mandate
• The PPACA requires that all employers with fifty or more full-
time employees provide adequate health care coverage to
their employees. (§ 1513, §1514, and §10106). If they do not,
these employers could face a tax of $2,000 or $3,000.

Federally-Facilitated Exchange Subsidy
• In the PPACA, State-based health Exchanges are authorized
to provide premium assistance subsidies to individuals from
100% to 400% of the Federal Poverty Level. However, the
PPACA does not expressly authorize Federally-facilitated
Exchanges to do the same. Subsequent regulations from the
Internal Revenue Service have interpreted the law so that all
Exchanges are able to provide premium assistance. The



legality of these regulations is currently being challenged.

Preventative Care Mandate
• Section 2713 of the PPACA allows for the Secretary to define
preventive care services to be provided cost-free by all non-
grandfathered insurance plans. In August 2011, the Secretary
released a regulation that included contraceptive and some
abortifacient services as preventative care. The regulation has
been challenged by numerous groups and individuals (in over
35 lawsuits) who have religious objections to paying for health
insurance that includes coverage for contraception and some
abortifacient services.

Maintenance of Effort
• The Supreme Court's decision invalidated the provision of the
PPACA which coerced States to expand their Medicaid
program by threatening existing Medicaid funding. Questions
remain whether this applies to the maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirement, requiring States to maintain their existing
Medicaid eligibility until 2014.

Origination Clause
• The Supreme Court decision made it clear that the individual
mandate is a tax, not a penalty as claimed by the
administration. The PPACA originated in the Senate. The
Constitution (Article I, Section 7, Clause 1) is clear that all
taxes are to originate in the House, and thus the individual
mandate has been contested as an unconstitutional tax.

Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB)
• Sections 3403 and 10320 of the PPACA created this 15-
member federal board that is granted the authority to make
payment changes for the Medicare program without approval
from Congress. There are also no administrative or judicial
reviews of these decisions.

Legality of Rulemaking/Guidance
• With many of the provisions of the PPACA, formal rules and
regulations have been delayed or even non-existent. There are
serious questions about the legality of this procedure in light of
the Administrative Procedures Act.

Bad Policy
While HHS has repeatedly said that the States serve as
incubators of innovation, the PPACA robs States of this ability
by limiting their opportunities to enact meaningful state-led
health care reform. For example, the concept for an Exchange
originated as a free market idea meant to lower the cost of
health insurance for those who decide to purchase such
insurance. In theory, an increased pool for those deciding to
purchase health insurance is a good idea. It provides
individuals the ability to select the insurance coverage that they
want at a lower cost. If this were truly the framework for the



Exchange model outlined in PPACA, the State of Louisiana
would be glad to evaluate it as an option, adopting it to our
State's needs. However, the PPACA Exchange is only
masquerading as free market idea, and instead creates a
vehicle for the Federal government to tightly control the
coverage options available to consumers, raising costs and
limiting choice. Many employers will drop the health insurance
coverage they currently provide to employees, leaving
individual health care needs to the federal government.
Specifically, the consequences of the PPACA Exchange and
associated insurance changes include:

Lack of Consumer Choice
• When the PPACA was proposed, the President promised that
if individuals liked their current health care insurance, they
could keep it. However, the PPACA model will actually force
individuals into the broken, government-run Medicaid system
and into heavily-regulated, government-run health care plans
(deemed "minimal essential coverage" by the Federal
government).

Individuals should have the right to select what health care
plan is best for them, and not be limited to a one-size-fits-all
product that a political process deems is "essential". By
mandating that certain benefits be provided in all insurance
plans, the price of premiums will increase, leaving individuals
unable to continue the coverage they like and a price they can
afford

Increased Taxes
• The PPACA requires that all Exchanges be financially self-
sufficient by 2015. This will require the Exchange to generate
revenue, either by instituting user fees in the Exchange market
or in the entire insurance market- essentially a tax on all
insurance plans purchased. This will only further drive up the
costs of premiums in the Exchange market for consumers and
for individuals who will have to pay the premium assistance
through their taxes.

• The PPACA also includes a tax on insurance premiums
which are proposed to be paid for by "the industry." It is
troubling that these same taxes will affect managed care
organizations, proven mechanisms for more effectively
controlling cost for Medicaid and Medicare, especially needed
for States with limited financial resources.

Impact on Employers and Employees
• The employer mandate, a tax on employers with fifty or more
employees who decide not to provide "adequate" health
insurance coverage to their employees, is a disincentive to
provide coverage. Already, businesses are attempting to
modify their business structure to avoid the law's mandates
(either by laying off employees or reducing the number of



hours these employees work). Even those employers who
provide coverage can be taxed an additional $3,000 if that
employee is eligible and enrolls in coverage on the health
insurance Exchange. So instead of building upon the existing
insurance market, the PPACA is undermining it.

Unworkable
The deadline for all Exchanges (both State and federally-
facilitated) to be ready for open enrollment is October 1, 2013.
However, it is likely many exchanges will not be ready by that
point, even in those States that are supportive of the PPACA.
The guidance received from the Federal government is often
delayed or non-existent. For a project as large and
complicated as health care reform, this is an insurmountable
hurdle for the States to overcome. There are numerous
unanswered questions and major problems remaining about
Exchanges and the provisions of the PPACA entangled with
them. Continuing issues include:

Exchanges in General
• In order for an Exchange to be ready for open enrollment on
October 1, 2013, it must be approved or conditionally approved
by January 1, 2013. However, there have been no formal
regulations regarding what guidelines HHS will use to
determine if an Exchange is conditionally approved or not.

• It has been continuously promised by officials at HHS that
there will be cost comparisons between the Federally-
facilitated Exchange, the State-based Exchange, and the
partnership Exchanges. These cost estimates have not yet
been made public.

Federally-facilitated Exchanges
• To date, in addition to the incomplete final rule for health
insurance Exchanges, there has been no rulemaking regarding
the Federally-facilitated Exchanges and their interactions with
the respective States' eligibility systems. Promised in the
March 2012 final Exchange regulation was further guidance
regarding the Federally-facilitated Exchange. Since that point,
only a questions and answers document has been released.

• Numerous contracts have been signed for the development of
the Federally-facilitated Exchange, but these documents have
not been made public. The State of Louisiana filed a Freedom
of Information Act request within the last month for these
contracts and has still not received these documents. Senator
Orrin Hatch of Utah requested similar documents in his role as
Ranking Member on the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance
and has not received a response. It is necessary for these
documents to be made public so that States can make
informed decisions concerning Exchanges.

Partnership Exchange



• A partnership Exchange will be a Federally-facilitated
Exchange with certain functions run by the State. It is an option
first introduced by a power point presentation and further
expanded by a document entitled "General Guidance on
Federally-facilitated Exchanges," but has yet to be defined in
federal regulations. The final Exchange rule proposed no
regulations regarding this option.

• There has been no answer from the Federal government
concerning whether the Federal government or the States will
be responsible to pay for the state-run functions of a
partnership Exchange.

The Workings of an Exchange
• The Exchange is required to provide premium tax credits to
those between 100% and 400% of the federal poverty line.
Originally projected to cost the federal government $462 billion
between 2012 and 2019, these subsidies are now projected to
be $574 billion during the same period by the Congressional
Budget Office. Already, Medicare funding will be cut by $700
billion to pay for these premium tax credits. There is discussion
that because these levels of subsidies are unsustainable, the
number of Americans eligible for premium assistance subsidies
will be reduced in number.

Essential Health Benefits and Actuarial Values
• All plans in the individual and small group markets (including
plans sold on the respective State Exchanges) must meet
"essential health benefits," benefits not yet defined by the
Secretary of HHS in formal rulemaking. Initial informal
guidance suggests that these benefits will be based off of the
most popular small group plans in each State in addition to
benefits specified by the PPPACA. The States, insurance
companies, and other stakeholders are awaiting formal
regulations about essential health benefits.

• The States are awaiting a promised "actuarial value
calculator" to accurately determine actuarial values for plans
sold on the Exchange. This still has not been delivered and
numerous questions remain about how actuarial value of
health insurance plans will be determined.

Reforms Needed
It is most disappointing that the PPACA failed to offer
sustainable reform of the nation's health care system. Instead
of strengthening the market to lower costs and increase
consumer choice, the PPACA created a big government
"solution"- the type of solution history tells us will only create
debt and worry for future generations of Americans. Health
care reform should focus on improving the value of health care
in America by bringing down costs and improving quality.

There are several ways to do this. Transparency in health care



is essential for individuals to be better consumers of care. The
cost and success rates of different procedures can be made
publically available to help individuals make decisions about
their care. Increased competition through individuals being
allowed to purchase insurance across State lines can create
greater competition and lower costs.

Similarly, just as individuals should have more investment in
their health care choices, States should have greater ability to
design programs that meet the needs of their people. States
know how to take care of their residents more than the
bureaucrats in Washington, distant both in geography and in
experience. Louisiana, for example, has been able to make
remarkable progress in its care of the Medicaid population
through an innovative model of managed care, saving money
and improving the quality of care. However, constrained by the
federal requirements for Medicaid, Louisiana can only do so
much. It is time to give the States the option to administer this
program through block grants to save both the Federal and
State taxpayers money and eliminate the perverse incentives
created by federal rules and funding streams.

States need to be given the tools to solve these problems. The
PPACA should either be repealed or replaced with a system
giving States the ability to truly innovate. At the very least, we
ask that you give the States flexibility through waivers
exempting States from the burdensome requirements of the
PPACA while providing the care their populations need and
want in the way the States know best how to deliver.

In addition to these needed reforms, the State of Louisiana
fully expects HHS to coordinate its efforts regarding
implementation of a Federally-facilitated Exchange in an effort
to mitigate the negative impact on either our private insurance
market or the Medicaid program. The State expects that the
Federal government will adhere to the four guiding principles
included in the "General Guidance on Federally-facilitated
Exchanges" and intends to hold the Federal government
accountable to these principles. Additionally, the impact on our
State's budget is a significant concern. In this light we expect
that HHS will:

• Provide a full and complete briefing to the State officials
regarding on-going implementation efforts;
• Schedule routine meetings to update State officials on the
implementation status;
• Notify the State when all stakeholder, consumer, or any other
public meetings or public outreach activities are scheduled;
• Work with the State on memorandums of understanding
and/or contracts if the Federal-facilitated Exchange expects
any support or assistance of the State so that the State is fairly
and equitably compensated, including for the use of any State
data used by the Federally-facilitated Exchange to verify



income;
• Provide the names of all contractors who will be working in
the State on the Federally-facilitated Exchange and the details
about what activities these contractors will be involved in,
including copies of all contracts;
• After the establishment of the Exchange, provide regular (at
least semi-annual) updates on its utilization, cost (including
long-term financial health), and its impact on the State's
insurance market, including, but not limited to the information
that must be provided pursuant to §1311(d)(7) of the PPACA;
• If any changes to the Federally-facilitated Exchange model
are anticipated, the State is notified immediately; and
• Inform the State of any navigator grant recipients and provide
copies of memorandums of understanding between navigators
and the Federally-facilitated Exchange.

All further correspondence regarding the PPACA and health
insurance Exchange issues is to be directed to the Louisiana
Department of Health and Hospitals (Bruce Greenstein,
Secretary), the official agency authorized to collaborate with
HHS on issues concerning the PPACA in Louisiana. The State
of Louisiana hopes that HHS will listen to its concerns and give
the States actual flexibility to improve health care for all
Americans.

Sincerely,

Bruce D. Greenstein
Secretary
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals
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Policy Director
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President Obama has won reelection, and his administration has asked
state officials to decide by Friday, November 16, whether their state will
create one of Obamacare’s health-insurance “exchanges.” States also
have to decide whether to implement the law’s massive expansion of
Medicaid. The correct answer to both questions remains a resounding no.

State-created exchanges mean higher taxes, fewer jobs, and less
protection of religious freedom. States are better off defaulting to a
federal exchange. The Medicaid expansion is likewise too costly and risky
a proposition. Republican Governors Association chairman Bob McDonnell
(R.,Va.) agrees, and has announced that Virginia will implement neither
provision.

There are many arguments against creating exchanges.

First, states are under no obligation to create one.

Second, operating an Obamacare exchange would be illegal in 14 states.
Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri,
Montana, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia have enacted
either statutes or constitutional amendments (or both) forbidding state
employees to participate in an essential exchange function: implementing
Obamacare’s individual and employer mandates.

Third, each exchange would cost its state an estimated $10 million to
$100 million per year, necessitating tax increases.

Fourth, the November 16 deadline is no more real than the “deadlines”
for implementing REAL ID, which have been pushed back repeatedly
since 2008.

Fifth, states can always create an exchange later if they choose.

Sixth, a state-created exchange is not a state-controlled exchange. All
exchanges will be controlled by Washington.



Seventh, Congress authorized no funds for federal “fallback” exchanges.
So Washington may not be able to impose Exchanges on states at all.

Eighth, the Obama administration has yet to provide crucial information
that states need before they can make an informed decision.

Ninth, creating an exchange sets state officials up to take the blame
when Obamacare increases insurance premiums and denies care to the
sick. State officials won’t want their names on this disastrous mess.

Tenth, creating an exchange would be assisting in the creation of a
“public option” that would drive domestic health-insurance carriers out of
business through unfair competition.

Eleventh, Obamacare remains unpopular. The latest Kaiser Family
Foundation poll found that only 38 percent of the public supports it.

Twelfth, defaulting to a federal exchange exempts a state’s employers
from the employer mandate — a tax of $2,000 per worker per year (the
tax applies to companies with more than 59 employees, but for such
companies that tax applies after the 30th employee, not the 59th). If all
states did so, that would exempt 18 million Americans from the individual
mandate’s tax of $2,085 per family of four. Avoiding those taxes
improves a state’s prospects for job creation, and protects the conscience
rights of employers and individuals whom the Obama administration is
forcing to purchase contraceptives coverage.

Finally, rejecting an exchange reduces the federal deficit. Obamacare
offers its deficit-financed subsidies to private health insurers only through
state-created exchanges. If all states declined, federal deficits would fall
by roughly $700 billion over ten years.

For similar reasons, states should decline to implement Obamacare’s
Medicaid expansion. The Supreme Court gave states that option. All
states should exercise it.



Medicaid is rife with waste and fraud. It increases the cost of private
health care and insurance, crowds out private health insurance and long-
term-care insurance, and discourages enrollees from climbing the
economic ladder. There is scant reliable evidence that Medicaid improves
health outcomes, and no evidence that it is a cost-effective way of doing
so.

My colleague Jagadeesh Gokhale estimates that expanding Medicaid will
cost individual states up to $53 billion over the first ten years. That’s
before an emboldened President Obama follows through on his threats to
shift more Medicaid costs to states.

Neither the states nor the federal government have the money to expand
Medicaid. If all states politely decline, federal deficits will shrink by
another $900 billion.

Now is not the time to go wobbly. Obamacare is still harmful and still
unpopular. The presidential election was hardly a referendum, as it pitted
the first person to enact Obamacare against the second person to enact
it. Since the election, many state officials are reaffirming their opposition
to both implementing exchanges and expanding Medicaid.

If enough states do so, Congress will have no choice but to reopen
Obamacare. With a GOP-controlled House, opponents will be in a much
stronger position than they were when this harmful law was enacted.

— Michael F. Cannon is director of health policy studies at the Cato
Institute and co-editor of Replacing ObamaCare (Cato, 2012).
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fwd: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 9:27:09 AM

Begin forwarded message:

From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: November 11, 2012 7:03:03 PM CST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: Scott Mason <Scott.Mason@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Fw: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update

 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto: ] 
Sent: Sunday, November 11, 2012 06:54 PM
To: Adam.nordstrom@  Andrew Silvestri;
Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update 
 
Guys—
 
In an effort to make you guys aware of moving parts for the Governors’ meeting in Las
Vegas, below is a summary of your subcommittee’s report. I expect most of the policy
portion to be dedicated to Obamacare and the conversations as of late, and I do not
expect governors to be asked to make a subcommittee report. Nevertheless, I wanted
to share with you what we have prepared for your committee. Let us know if you have
any questions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Federalism (Fallin and Brownback)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->This subcommittee worked with the
other committees to weave themes of Federalism throughout the language
used in reports, letters and press releases. 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->This subcommittee also has
investigated potential partnerships with other organizations, such as the
National Association of Counties to evaluate unfunded mandates.

 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 7:37:55 PM

Ha!

On Nov 11, 2012, at 7:03 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto  
Sent: Sunday, November 11, 2012 06:54 PM
To: Adam.nordstrom  Andrew Silvestri;
Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update 
 
Guys—
 
In an effort to make you guys aware of moving parts for the Governors’ meeting in Las
Vegas, below is a summary of your subcommittee’s report. I expect most of the policy
portion to be dedicated to Obamacare and the conversations as of late, and I do not
expect governors to be asked to make a subcommittee report. Nevertheless, I wanted
to share with you what we have prepared for your committee. Let us know if you have
any questions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Federalism (Fallin and Brownback)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->This subcommittee worked with the
other committees to weave themes of Federalism throughout the language
used in reports, letters and press releases. 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->This subcommittee also has
investigated potential partnerships with other organizations, such as the
National Association of Counties to evaluate unfunded mandates.

 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
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FFIS Weekly Update – February 28, 2012 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
February 28, 2012: House Leaders to Scale Back Long-Term Surface Transportation Reauthorization 
The House and Senate are both back in session after a week-long recess. However, the House is not 
expected to move forward with its five-year reauthorization proposal (H.R. 7). After acknowledging last 
week that its surface transportation package would be broken into three parts for consideration, House 
leadership has signaled that it may be interested in pursuing a shorter-term reauthorization. The House 
is also likely to abandon proposed changes to transit financing, instead maintaining current dedicated 
transit funding from federal fuel taxes. Meanwhile, the Senate is expected to work through 
amendments to its two-year surface transportation package this week. The current short-term surface 
transportation extension expires March 31, 2012. 
 
EDUCATION 
February 24, 2012: ED Publishes Responses to College Access Challenge (CAC) MOE Waiver Requests 
The Department of Education (ED) published its responses to states’ requests for waivers from the CAC 
maintenance-of-effort (MOE) requirements. To view ED’s responses, click here: 
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/cacg/performance.html  
 
ENERGY 
February 21, 2012: DOE Releases WAP 2012 Poverty Income Guidelines The Department of Energy 
(DOE) published the 2012 Poverty Income Guidelines and definition of income for use in the 
Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP). To access the new guidance, click here: 
http://waptac.org/data/files/website docs/government/guidance/2012/wpn%2012-8.pdf 
 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
February 24, 2012: HHS Seeks Submissions for Health Care Quality Measures The Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) published the following notice in the Federal Register requesting 
nominations for measures of children’s health care quality for potential inclusion in the Improved Core 
Set of Health Care Quality Measures for Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP): 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-24/pdf/2012-4267.pdf 
 
February 23, 2012: ACF Announces Collection Activity for Performance Measure On-Line Tool 
(PMOTOOL) The Administration for Children and Families (ACF) seeks comment on a new data collection 
activity related to the PMOTOOL to be used by grantees of select discretionary programs under the ACF 
Children’s Bureau. For more details, click here:  
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-23/pdf/2012-4143.pdf 
 
February 23, 2012: ACF Implements New SSBG Performance Standard ACF released an information 
memorandum to inform states that it is implementing a new Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) 
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performance measure designed to improve states’ efficiency in planning for the use of SSBG funding. 
States will be given an overall performance score reflecting the percentage of all SSBG allocated dollars 
that were spent as the state had projected. To access the guidance, click here: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ocs/ssbg/procedures/im12-01.html 
 
February 23, 2012: ORR Releases Annual Overview of State Programs The Office of Refugee 
Resettlement (ORR) released detailed information by state on services and funding in FY 2011: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/data/state prg annual overview.htm 
 
February 23, 2012: ACF Launches  New OFA Website The Office of Family Assistance (OFA) announced 
its new website and is requesting feedback from users. The old site will be active until fall 2012 and 
most of the detailed information will remain on that site. To view the new website, go to: 
http://transition.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ofa 
 
February 23, 2012: ACF Announces New Data Collection for Assets for Independence (AFI) ACF is 
seeking comments on a new data-collection activity as part of an evaluation of the AFI program. More 
details are available here: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-23/pdf/2012-3946.pdf 
 
February 22, 2012: ACF Now Requiring Protection and Advocacy Voting Access Application ACF revised 
a previous announcement and is now requesting an application for state payments for Protection and 
Advocacy under the Help Americans Vote Act. Click here for the new notice: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-22/pdf/2012-3986.pdf 
 
February 22, 2012: ACF Requests Comments on Permanency Innovations Initiative ACF is seeking 
comments on new data collection for phase 1 of the Permanency Innovations Initiative Evaluation. This 
initiative is intended to build the evidence base for innovative interventions that enhance well-being and 
improve permanency outcomes for groups at risk for long-term foster care and those that experience 
significant barriers to permanency. The Federal Register notice is available at: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-22/pdf/2012-4051.pdf 
 
HEALTH CARE REFORM 
February 24, 2012: HHS Publishes Medicaid Recovery Audit Contractors (RACs) Update HHS published 
a notice in the Federal Register announcing an increase to the maximum contingency fee that may be 
paid to RACs by state Medicaid programs:   
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-24/pdf/2012-4364.pdf 
 
February 24, 2012: HHS Releases Proposed Rules for Electronic Health Records (EHR)-Stage 2 HHS 
announced the next steps for providers using EHR technology and receiving incentive payments from 
Medicare and Medicaid by releasing two proposed rules. The first specifies the criteria that providers 
must meet to qualify for incentive payments and makes changes to Stage 1 criteria. The second 
identifies standards and criteria for the certification of EHR technology. The proposed rules and fact 
sheets are available at: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2012pres/02/20120224a.html 
 
February 24, 2012: HHS Awards Additional Health Insurance Exchange Establishment Grants HHS 
provided 10 states with a total of $229 million in grants. To date, 33 states and the District of Columbia 
have received exchange establishment awards. Click here for a list of grantees: 
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/05/exchanges05232011a.html 
 
February 23, 2012: HHS Releases Annual Report on Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan (PCIP) 
Program The annual report includes state-by-state information on the PCIP program including the 
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number of people enrolled through December 31, 2011, and the proportion of people enrolled by 
gender and age. Click here to access the report: 
http://www.cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02242012/pcip-annual-report.pdf 
 
February 22, 2012: CMCS Releases Information on Section 1115 Demonstrations, Other Updates The 
Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services (CMCS) released information on the final regulations that 
establish the review and approval process for Medicaid and CHIP Section 1115 demonstrations. The 
bulletin also includes information related to the State Innovation Waiver and Health Insurance Exchange 
Establishment Grants. For more information, see:  
http://www.medicaid.gov/Federal-Policy-Guidance/downloads/CIB-02-22-12.pdf 
 
February 22, 2012: CCIIO Extends Deadline for Exchange Establishment Grants The Center for 
Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) publicly signaled its intention to extend the 
deadline for exchange establishment grants (both level one and level two) through the end of 2014. 
These extensions will afford more states considering or seeking to establish health insurance exchanges 
additional time to apply for funds. 
 
February 22, 2012: Supreme Court Sends California Medicaid Case on Provider Reimbursements Back 
to Ninth Circuit The U.S. Supreme Court in a 5-4 decision sent the case about whether private parties 
may pursue legal action under the Supremacy Clause back to the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit.  The case, Douglas v. Independent Living Center of Southern California (No. 09-958, 
consolidated), involved new California laws that reduced the reimbursement rates paid to Medicaid 
providers and beneficiaries.  Those providers and beneficiaries argued that the California statutes 
violated federal Medicaid law and secured temporary injunctions blocking implementation. Before the 
Supreme Court heard the case last October, HHS in an administrative action held that the California 
statutes did not violate federal Medicaid law.  The court’s opinion vacated the injunctions and 
remanded the cases back to the Ninth Circuit for the parties to argue the legality of the California laws 
subject now to the HHS administrative decision.  
 
February 17, 2012: CMS Provides Early Retiree Reinsurance Program (ERRP) Update The Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released a document showing payments by state/sponsor as of 
January 19, 2012. According to CMS, the requests for reimbursement exceed the $5 billion appropriated 
for the program. CMS is holding in order of receipt those reimbursement requests which exceed the 
program’s appropriation, pending the availability of funds that may become available as a result of 
overpayment recoupment activities. More details are available at: 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/errp-posting feb2012.pdf 
 
HOUSING 
February 22, 2012: HUD Announces FY 2011 Capacity Building for Sustainable Communities Awards 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced $5.7 million in funding awards 
to eight organizations in six states and the District of Columbia under the FY 2011 Community Challenge 
Planning Grant Program. Click here to see the award recipients:  
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-22/pdf/2012-3943.pdf 
 
LABOR 
February 22, 2012: DOL Announces $183 Million in H-1B Technical Skills Training Grants The 
Department of Labor (DOL) announced $183 million in grants to 28 states for H-1B Technical Skills 
Training grants which provide education, training, and job placement assistance related to high-growth 
fields in which employers are currently using the H-1B nonimmigrant visa program to hire foreign 
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workers. DOL’s announcement can be accessed here: 
http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/ETA20120365.htm  
 
February 22, 2012: DOL Provides $12 Million in Grants for Data Quality DOL announced $12 million in 
grants to states through the Workforce Data Quality Initiative, which enables states to build or expand 
longitudinal databases that link workforce and education data. Click here for DOL’s announcement: 
http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/eta20120352.htm  
 
February 21, 2012: DOL Announces 2012 Federal Poverty Guidelines DOL issued a notice informing 
states of the federal poverty guidelines for 2012. The new guidelines can be accessed here: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEGL/tegl 16 11.pdf  
 
February 15, 2012: ETA Issues Guidance on UI REA Grants DOL’s Employment and Training 
Administration (ETA) issued guidance to states on the FY 2012 unemployment insurance (UI) grants for 
reemployment and eligibility assessments (REAs). To read ETA’s guidance, click here: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/UIPL/uipl 10 12.pdf  
 
NUTRITION 
February 24, 2012: FNS Issues Proposed Rule on Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program The Food and 
Nutrition Service (FNS) issued a proposed rule establishing the basic requirements for the Fresh Fruit 
and Vegetable Program as outlined in the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-296). More 
information on the proposed rule can be accessed here:  
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-24/pdf/2012-4181.pdf  
 
February 23, 2012: FNS Publishes Questions and Answers on Nutrition Standards for School Meals FNS 
published the questions and answers on FNS’s final rule regarding the new nutrition standards for 
school meals served under the National School Lunch and School Breakfast programs. To read the full 
document, click here: http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Governance/Policy-Memos/2012/SP10-2012osr.pdf  
 
VETERANS 
February 23, 2012: VETS Changes Due Date of State Home Construction Grants Application The 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VETS) changed the due date for initial applications for State Home 
Construction Grants from August 15 to April 15 of the year before the fiscal year in which the application 
is to be considered. To read more on the new due date, click here:  
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-23/pdf/2012-4234.pdf  
 



From: Seth Levey
To: Adam Nordstrom; andrew.wiens@ks.gov; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Deborah Hohlt
Subject: Federalism Committee Report
Date: Monday, January 16, 2012 9:40:26 AM
Attachments: 2012-01-16-Federalism Committee Report.docx

All:
 
Attached is the committee report form our first Federalism Committee meeting. Below is the Heritage
Foundation piece I mentioned on the call (see resolution #1). 
 
Looking forward to working with you all this year.
 
Best,
Seth
 
 
 

From: The Heritage Foundation [mailto:morningbell@heritage.org] 
Sent: Monday, January 02, 2012 7:19 AM
To: Seth Levey
Subject: Morning Bell: New Year's Resolutions for Conservatives
 

To ensure email delivery directly to your inbox, please add
morningbell@heritage.org to your address book now.

If you're having trouble viewing this message, please view it  online.

01/02/2012

 

New Year's Resolutions for
Conservatives

Let's be honest: We all know you're not really gonna quit
smoking, start exercising, and eat more vegetables as of today.
As Emerson wryly remarked: "All promise outruns
performance."

The key to keeping your New Year's resolutions is to make
them more realistic. Rather than try to drastically change the
way you live, why not start with the more modest goal of
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changing the way you speak? And what better place to start for
conservatives than with America's Founding principles?

As conservatives continue to rediscover the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution, it is important to use
words and embrace ideas that are consistent with our Founding
principles.

If you're fond of the term "states' rights," have a soft spot for
nullification, are tempted by isolationism or are wary of
equality, here are four simple resolutions to begin getting right
with America's principles. Once you have these down, you can
start correcting your friends and move on to other core
concepts.

1. Speak of Federalism, not "States' Rights"

States don't have rights. People do.

States have powers. Nowhere in the Constitution are states said
to possess rights. Congress has certain powers, clearly
enumerated in Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution, and the
conservative-favorite Tenth Amendment makes clear that all
the other powers are reserved to the states.

Not only is it incorrect to speak of states' rights, but the
expression has more baggage than Samsonite and Louis
Vuitton combined. In case you didn't know, "states' rights" was
the rallying cry of segregationists. Since no right-thinking
conservative will keep company with such people, let's just
drop the term states' rights once and for all.

If you're concerned about federal encroachments on state
sovereignty or the erosion of federalism--as you should be--
then speak of federal encroachments on state sovereignty or the
erosion of federalism. Or of the need to restore limited
constitutional government, reinvigorate local self-government,
decentralize power or check the growth of out-of-control
government. With so many great formulations to choose from,
why weaken the case for liberty by relying on "states'" rights?

2. Resist the Nullification Temptation

Are you unhappy with the constitutional abomination called
Obamacare? Do you think that Congress has no power to
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compel you to purchase health insurance? 

Good. Now encourage the repeal of the law or wait and see 
what mood Justice Anthony Kennedy will be in next June when 

the Supreme Comt rules on the constitutionality of Obamacare. 

But please don't start talking about nullification as the magical 

silver bullet that other conservatives somehow overlooked in 
their efforts to repeal Obamacare (or any other 

unconstitutional law, for that matter). 

Nullification is blatantly unconstitutional. As James Madison 

pointed out in ~' lBili1 and again dming the NuJJificatjon 
C1isis of 1832, individual states do not have the power to 
unilaterally declare federal legislation unconstitutional. TI1ey 

have the power--in fact, the duty--to challenge laws they deem 

objectionable, but this must be done within the existing 
constitutional framework. Let us behold a republican remedy, 

as Madison would say, to this federal overreach. 

3. Isolationism is m i-American 

Unless you're desc1ibing the Tokugawa Shogunate in Japan or 

the hermit kingdom of No1t h Korea, "isolationism" should be 

eliminated from conse1vative foreign policy discussions. 

As a nation dedicated to the universal truth of human equality, 

Anlerica simply cannot withdraw from the world and be 

indifferent to the fate of libe1ty. Anle1ican exceptionalism is 

fundamentally incompatible with isolationism. More so than 

any other count1y, we have a duty to stand for liberty. 

And no, the Founders were not isolationists. The Heritage 

Foundation's Ma1ion Smith has wiitten the definitive refutation 

of this bogus argument in "The Myth of Isolationism." 

So if we're not isolationists, does that mean we're 

inte1ventionists who want to make the world "safe for 

democracy"? Of course not. There is a middle ground behveen 

naive isolationism and crusading interventionism: a 
distinctively Anlerican foreign policy, anchored in the 

p1inciples of the Founding, that secures our interests all the 

while upholding our commitment to liberty--a commitment 

which need not necessa1ily translate into milita1y 

inte1ventions. 
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4 . Equality is not a fom·-letter word 

Seeing how the Left blathers on incessantly about inequality 

and dreams of a Harrison Bergersonesque Ame1ica, some 

conservatives are wary of equality. Yet no word is more central 

to the American tradition which we uphold than equality. 

Equality is the first self-evident truth proclaimed in the 

Declaration of Independence and ours is a country "dedicated 

to the proposition that all men are created equal." By this, of 

course, we mean equal natural rights and the equal 

oppo1tunities afforded by free markets and the rnle of law. 

TI1e real tragedy of inequality in America is not that some earn 

more than others- -class envy is something that afflicts 

Europeans, not Ame1icans. Rather, it is that big government 

breeds what Paul Ryan calls "a class of bureaucrats and 

connected crony capitalists trying to iise above the rest of us, 

call the shots, iig the rnles, and prese1ve their place atop 

society." 

Let us therefore reclaim the mantle of equality from those 

who've pe1ve1ted it in the pursuit of equal outcomes. 

- David Azerrad is Assistant Director, B. Kenneth Simon 

Center for Principles and Politics. 
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February 7, 2011 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20201 
 
Dear Secretary Sebelius; 
 
Many of us believe the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) should be 
repealed by Congress if the courts do not strike it down first.  But, with no assurance of 
either outcome, we face the decision of whether to participate in the bill by operating 
state exchanges, or to let the federal government take on that task, if the bill remains in 
effect in 2014.   
 
In addition to its constitutional infringements, we believe the system proposed by the 
PPACA is seriously flawed, favors dependency over personal responsibility, and will 
ultimately destroy the private insurance market.  Because of this, we do not wish to be 
the federal government’s agents in this policy in its present form. 
 
We wish states had been given more opportunity to provide input when the PPACA was 
being drafted. We believe in its current form the law will force our health care system 
down a path sure to lead to higher costs and the disruption or discontinuation of millions 
of Americans’ insurance plans. Though we still have grave concerns with other 
provisions of the PPACA, we suggest the following improvements: 
 

 Provide states with complete flexibility on operating the exchange, most 
importantly the freedom to decide which licensed insurers are permitted to offer 
their products 

 

 Waive the bill’s costly mandates and grant states the authority to choose benefit 
rules that meet the specific needs of their citizens. 
 

 Waive the provisions that discriminate against consumer-driven health plans, 
such as health savings accounts (HSA’s) 
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The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Page Two 
February 7, 2011 

 

 Provide blanket discretion to individual states if they chose to move non-disabled 
Medicaid beneficiaries into the exchanges for their insurance coverage  
without the need of further HHS approval. 

 

 Deliver a comprehensive plan for verifying incomes and subsidy amounts for 
exchange participants that is not an unfunded mandate but rather fully funded by 
the federal government and is certified as workable by an independent auditor. 

 

 Commission a new and objective assessment of how many people will end up in 
the exchanges and on Medicaid in every state as a result of the legislation 
(including those "offloaded" by employers), and at what potential cost to state 
governments.  The study must be conducted by a neutral third-party research 
organization agreed to by the states represented in this letter. 

 
We hope the Administration will accommodate our states' individual circumstances and 
needs, as we believe the PPACA in its current form threatens to destroy our budgets 
and perpetuate and magnify the most costly aspects of our health care system.  While 
we hope for your endorsement, if you do not agree, we will move forward with our own 
efforts regardless and HHS should begin making plans to run exchanges under its own 
auspices.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

    

Governor Robert J. Bentley   Governor Nathan Deal 

Alabama     Georgia  

    

Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter    Governor Mitch Daniels     

Idaho      Indiana 
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Governor Terry E. Branstad   Governor Sam Brownback 

Iowa      Kansas 

 

   

Governor Bobby Jindal    Governor Paul R. LePage 

Louisiana     Maine  

   
Governor Haley Barbour    Governor David Heineman 

Mississippi     Nebraska 

 

    
Governor Brian Sandoval    Governor Susana Martinez 

Nevada      New Mexico 

 

 

   

 

    
Governor John R. Kasich    Governor Mary Fallin 

Ohio      Oklahoma 

    
Governor Tom Corbett    Governor Nikki Haley 

Pennsylvania     South Carolina 

 

    
Governor Dennis Daugaard   Governor Bill Haslam 

South Dakota     Tennessee 
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Governor Rick Perry    Governor Gary R. Herbert 

Texas      Utah 

 

 

 
Governor Scott Walker 

Wisconsin 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Conrad, Matt (GOV); Debbie Hohlt; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: Final Brief attached: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in Supreme Court Case

Challenging Obamacare
Date: Monday, February 13, 2012 1:27:07 PM
Attachments: 2012 2 13 Healthcare Amicus Brief Final.pdf

For those of you waiting on the final brief, please find it attached.  Thanks again for your patience
and for working with us.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2012 1:00 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Conrad, Matt (GOV); Debbie Hohlt; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: FW: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in Supreme Court Case
Challenging Obamacare
 
All:
 
Please find the press release which was just sent regarding the filing of the amicus brief. Please let
us know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2012 12:53 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in Supreme Court Case
Challenging Obamacare
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-8389
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in



Supreme Court Case Challenging Obamacare
 
The Republican Governors Association policy arm, the Republican Governors Public Policy
Committee, filed an amicus brief with the United States Supreme Court arguing against the
constitutionality of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  The brief was filed
through Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli and the Commonwealth of Virginia.
 
The filing marks the first time that the Republican Governors Public Policy Committee has
ever submitted an amicus brief to the Supreme Court.
 
“While the amicus focuses on the individual mandate, this case is about far more than just
that component,” said RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell.  “The Obama administration’s
healthcare takeover grants sweeping authority to the federal bureaucracy to dictate to
individuals, churches, charities, hospitals, schools, businesses and states how they must
operate. This is the opposite of the vision of America set forth by our nation’s founders.”
 
“At its core, this case is about the future of America, and whether we maintain our identity as
a federal republic, or creep ever closer to a centralized government in which all the power
flows out of Washington,” McDonnell concluded.
 
The full brief can be found by clicking HERE, and a summary of its arguments is below:
 

SUMMARY
 

I.          THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY ATTACHING TO PPACA
IS WEAK OWING TO THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS EMPLOYED IN ITS
ENACTMENT.  There is doctrinal and philosophical support for such a presumption resting
upon notions of separation of powers, particularly where it appears PPACA was not passed
through any process resembling regular order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late
on Christmas Eve 2009 as a floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative
vehicle was a House tax bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in
PPACA.   PPACA passed the Senate on cloture with considerable minority protest. To the
extent that a presumption of constitutionality arises from regular order and a hard look by
Congress at the limits of its own power, those conditions are simply not present.           
 
II.        THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED
THE POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A GOOD OR SERVICE
FROM ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXISTENCE OF THAT
POWER.  In the case of PPACA, the lack of historical precedent was well known to
Congress before it acted.  At the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires
American citizens to purchase a good or service from other citizens, namely, a health
insurance policy.  When the Senate Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research
Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty would be constitutional, the response was
equivocal:  "Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce
Clause is perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is a novel
issue whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to purchase a good or a
service."      
 
III.       THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CONTRARY TO THE TEXT OF THE
COMMERCE CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS.     



 
A.        The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the Commerce
Clause.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or mutual change of
goods, wares, productions, or property of any kind, between nations or individuals, either by
barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  This is commerce.  Its hallmarks are
spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a command to buy something.  The claim that
commerce means not commercial activity but mere passivity is violently discordant with any
normal use of the word commerce at the founding or at any subsequent time.  
 
B.        The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted Makes it
Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods or
Services From Another Citizen.  The founding generation would have regarded as
preposterous any suggestion that Great Britain could have solved its colonial problems by
commanding Americans to purchase tea under the generally conceded power of parliament to
regulate commerce.      
 
C.        There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a Citizen to
Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen.  Because this regime viewed the
regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or threatened
harm to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the
Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The
question thus becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that
has extended the Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?
 
D.        The Mandate and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the
Commerce Clause and Associated Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by
Supreme Court Precedent. "[E]ven if [an] activity be local and though it may not be
regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by Congress if it exerts a
substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this irrespective of whether such
effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct' or 'indirect.'"  Wickard,
317 U.S.  at 125 (emphasis added).  Wickard marks the affirmative outer limits of the
Commerce Clause.  

 
Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that

Congress can regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the channels of
interstate commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce," and (3) "activities
that substantially affect interstate commerce."  U.S. v. Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59.  “[T]he
Federal balance is too essential a part of our constitutional structure and plays too vital a role
in securing freedom for us to admit inability to intervene when one or the other level of
Government has tipped the scales too far."  Id. at 578.
           

None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  This Court
elsewhere has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is limited by general
principles of federalism independent of any direct prohibition.  Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706
(1999) ("When a 'Law . . . for carrying into Execution' the Commerce Clause violates the
principle of state sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a
'Law . . . proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words
of The Federalist, 'merely [an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'")
(citing Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-24).  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate
and penalty might be to the congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under



the Necessary and Proper Clause.           
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From: Lindsay Russell
To: Seth Levey; Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov;

rserote@az.gov; Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; rob.jakubik ;
renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; macarter32 ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov;
ts ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; debbie ; griffin ; doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov;
adam.nordstrom  hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; wags@la.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov;
msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan ;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; mkennicott ; kristacarman
wstruble ; Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler;
aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; lgromis ;
bnutt@  jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; ted.pitters.jr ; jim.soyer@state.sd.us;
mark.cate@tn.gov; will.cromer@tn.gov; travisrichmond ; katyoder 99
brandymarty03  rspendlove@utah.gov; jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov;
kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov; keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov; eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov;
ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov

Subject: Floor Update on CR and Enrolling Resolution
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 8:53:12 AM

As you may have seen, the Senate agreed to a unanimous consent request regarding consideration
of the continuing resolution (H.R. 1473) last night.  The agreement provides that upon receipt of the
papers from the House on the continuing resolution (i.e., immediately following House passage),
the Senate will proceed to a series of three stacked roll call votes, in the following order:
 

1.        H.Con.Res. 35, enrolling resolution (de-funding Obamacare);
2.        H.Con.Res. 36, enrolling resolution (de-funding Planned Parenthood); and
3.        H.R. 1473, the continuing resolution.

 
All votes will require a 60-vote affirmative threshold for adoption.
 
Timing of these votes later today is unclear; however, the House expects votes on the CR to take
place circa 2:00-3:00 PM, meaning any Senate votes would take place after that time. (The Senate
will be in morning business until 2:00 PM.)
 
We will have more information as it becomes available.
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
 



From: Connie Morgan
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Follow Up from Coalition Meeting
Date: Tuesday, August 23, 2011 6:45:44 PM

Hi Katie,
 
It's great to see you at the meetings. Knowing what is going on from your end is awesome! Last
Friday the California Choice Exchange information kit was mailed to you. Hopefully you have received it by
now. If not, here is their contact information.
 
Steve Van Wart
Vice President
Exchange Services
800.511.0001

www.choiceadmin.com/exchanges
 
 
In the last meeting you mentioned you want comments on PPACA regs by September 28, 2011. Please
email these to me and we'll see what we can put together. NAHU, National Association of Health
Underwriters, which is one of the national agent associations we represent in the Coalition, is making
comment to HHS on all of the regs that come out. I want to make sure that we tap into this resource and
share the comments with you as well.
Let me know if you have any questions, or if I can be of assistance. See you next Tuesday.

Thank you!

Respectfully,

Connie Morgan
President
Sue Wilson Brokerage Inc. 
3555 N.W. 58th, Suite 310
Oklahoma City, OK  73112
Phone: 405.843.8300   FAX: 405.946.8255   Toll-Free: 800.522.8180

 Wholesaler To Agents Since 1974! We Don't Sell Direct To The Consumer.  
     Offering: Medical, Life, Dental, Vision, Disability Income, Long Term Care, Annuities & Critical Illness!

Confidentiality Note: The information contained in this email transmission is privileged and confidential 
and is intended only for the recipient(s) named above. If the reader of this message is not the recipient(s),

you are hereby notified that you have received this email in error. Any review, dissemination, distribution, 
or copying of this transmission including any attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
email in error, please notify the sender immediately by email reply. If you wish to be removed from our
contact 
list please reply to this message with REMOVE in the subject line. If you prefer to be contacted by another
method 
please reply with the preferred contact method in the subject line, i.e. CALL, FAX, MAIL. Thank you.



From: Lindsay Russell
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: FOLLOW UP: TANF Talking points
Date: Tuesday, September 11, 2012 2:00:45 PM

Good afternoon,
Thank you to those that were able to join the call. We appreciate the conversation and
feedback. Below is some background and additional talking points provided to us from the
Senate Finance Committee. Hopefully this information will be helpful if your state decides to
provide Senator Hatch and Chairmen Camp and Kline with a letter of support. If you need
additional information or have questions that this information does not address please contact
us.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   | 
 
 
 
 
Policy Background:
 

         On July 12, 2012 the Department of Health and Human Services issued an “Information
Memorandum” wherein they waived the requirements under Section 402 of the Social
Security Act that include definitions of work activities and calculation of participation rates
for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program (TANF).

 

         These work requirements have been an important feature of the bipartisan welfare reform
law of 1996. Within 10 years of it being signed into law, it reduced welfare rolls from 12.2
million in 2006 to 4.5 million in 2006.

 

         Furthermore, the Administration argued that since this was an “Information Memorandum”
and not a rule, it was not subject to the Congressional Review Act (CRA).

 

         Only July 31, 2012 Senator Hatch sent a joint letter with Chairman Camp to the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) seeking a determination on if this memorandum qualified as a
“rule” and hence was subject to the Congressional Review Act (CRA).

 

         On September 4, 2012, the GAO agreed with Senator Hatch and Chairman Camp, that
despite being issued as an “Informational Memorandum” this was indeed a rule since it



was “designed to implement, interpret, or prescribe law or policy with regard to TANF.”
Consequently, it is subject to the CRA.

 
Procedural Background:
 

         What is a CRA?

 

o   The Congressional Review Act (CRA) was first enacted in 1996 as part of the
Contract with America Advancement Act (P.L. 104-121).

 

o   The law requires that any agency promulgating a rule or a regulation must
submit a report to the Congress and Comptroller General that contains a copy
of the rule, a statement describing the rule and the proposed effective date. A
rule cannot be implemented if this report is not submitted.

 

o   More importantly, the CRA gives Congress an expedited process under which
new federal rules and regulations issued by an agency can be overruled via a
joint resolution.

 

         How does a CRA Work?

 

o   Within 60 days after the GAO determines an Administration action is a rule,
any Senator can file a Resolution of Disapproval of the rule.

 

o   If the committee to which the joint resolution is referred to (in this case the
Senate Finance Committee) has not reported it in 20 days, then any Senator
may get a discharge petition signed by 30 senators to proceed to the
resolution.  A vote to proceed to the resolution cannot be filibustered or
amended.

 

o   If the motion to proceed is agreed to, it is followed by 10 hours of debate on the
Resolution, followed by a vote on final passage.

 

         CRAs in the 111th and 112th Congress



 

o   S.J. Res 30 – 111the Congress – disapproval of the rule submitted by the
National Mediation Board (NMB) on election procedures (motion to proceed
not agreed to 43-56 on 9/23/10).

 

o   S.J. Res 39 – 111th Congress – disapproval of the rule relating to status of
grandfathered plans under Obamacare (motion to proceed not agreed to 40-59
on 9/29/10).  

 

o   S.J. Res 37 – 112th Congress – disapproval of the EPA rule on the mercury and
air quality standards also known as the Utility MACT rule (motion to proceed
not agreed to 46-53 on 6/20/12).
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1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
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From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Bill Kloiber

(Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg t;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann (bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us); brandymarty03 ;
Brian McManus ( ; Brian Nutt (bnutt@state.pa.us); carol.statkus@wyo.gov;
clipparelli ; CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us;
david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ); Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov);
Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); Ed Perez
(eperez@osfr.state.tx.us); emainigi  griffin ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10
jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov);
jboeyink ; Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jennifer
Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz
(John.Katz@alaska.gov); joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Krista Carman
(kristacarman ); Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner
(lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov); Lgromis ; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson
(msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); mark.cate@tn.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael Ciamarra
(michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov); Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov);
mkennicott ; mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard ( );
rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove
(rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness ; Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov);
sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov); tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson
(timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith ( ); travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble
(wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich
(tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov
Subject: Follow-up from today"s E&C Hearing
Date: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 2:44:38 PM

Two follow-up items from today’s hearing at the Energy & Commerce Committee, where Govs Barbour
and Herbert testified.
 
The first is a report issued by Chairman Upton and Senator Hatch (release and link are below) provides
a comprehensive overview of state government estimates regarding the cost of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) to state Medicaid programs.  The report estimates the health law will
cost state taxpayers at least $118.04 billion through 2023--more than double the Congressional Budget
Office’s (CBO) recent estimate of $60 billion through 2021.
 
Also, I would commend to your attention two op-eds that ran today, in connection with today’s
hearing:
 
(a) From Chairman Upton in National Review, talking about the new partnership the House Majority
intends to have with Governors: http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/260959/new-partnership-
governors-fred-upton; and,
 
(b) From Pennsylvania Governor Tom Corbett, asking that states be put in charge of guiding Medicaid
reform: http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/forum/2011-03-01-corbett01 st N.htm.
 
 
 

From: Energy and Commerce News 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 10:03 AM
Subject: Medicaid Expansion in Health Law to Cost States $118 Billion Through 2023
 



 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 1, 2011

 
CONTACT: Press Office

(202) 226-4972

Julia Lawless/Antonia Ferrier (Hatch)

(202) 224-4515

 

Medicaid Expansion in Health Law to
Cost States $118 Billion Through 2023

Joint Congressional Committee Report Details New Health Law’s Fiscal
Burden on Fragile State Budgets, Sustainability of Medicaid Program

 

WASHINGTON, DC - In advance of today’s House Energy & Commerce Committee hearing

examining ObamaCare’s impact on Medicaid and state health care reform, U.S. Senator

Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), Ranking Member of the Senate Finance Committee, and Fred Upton

(R-Michigan), Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee released a

comprehensive report outlining the $118 billion price tag to states of the massive expansion

of the Medicaid program in the health law. 

The joint Congressional Committee report, Medicaid Expansion in the New Health Law:

Costs to the States, put together by the Senate Finance Committee, Minority and the House

Energy and Commerce Committee, Majority is the first to provide a comprehensive

overview of state government estimates regarding the cost of the Patient Protection and

Affordable Care Act (PPACA) to state Medicaid programs. The report estimates the health

law will cost state taxpayers at least $118.04 billion through 2023--more than double the

Congressional Budget Office’s (CBO) recent estimate of $60 billion through 2021.

“Governors of both political parties were clear when Congress was debating the $2.6 trillion

health law that they could not afford a massive expansion in Medicaid.  Washington didn’t

listen and plowed forward instead by putting 16 million Americans onto the Medicaid rolls to

keep the federal price tag down,” said Hatch.  “With this report, we see the true cost to

states, who are already facing a collective $175 billion budget shortfall, of this

unsustainable expansion.  Any sustainable attempt by Governors to balance their budgets is

undermined by the $118 billion cost of the massive growth of this federal program.  It’s

time for Congress to peel this program back by putting states, not the federal government,

back in charge. ”

“Nearly one year after the president signed the health care package into law, we are still

finding more costly consequences,” said Upton.  “The health care law’s onerous and

unsustainable mandates altered the relationship the federal government has with the

states  by requiring that states dramatically expand their Medicaid populations.  Governors

are deeply concerned about the new unfunded mandates in the law and their impact on

current state budgets—which are already strained.  The laws enacted in Washington have a

profound impact on state budgets, and it is critical we provide Governors with the flexibility

they need to create innovative health programs in a way that helps the people they serve,

preserves quality, and reduces the financial burden.” 



Established in 1965, Medicaid was designed as a limited, shared state-federal safety-net

program for low-income Americans.  When it was first established, less than five million

Americans used Medicaid services, however, today nearly one in four are enrolled in the

government program. Furthermore, today, Medicaid spending absorbs nearly a quarter of

state government budgets, often forcing significant cuts to other state programs, such as

education and law enforcement.

The enactment of PPACA in March 2010 was the largest expansion of the entitlement

program since its inception more than 45 years ago. Half of those obtaining health care

coverage under the new law will get it through Medicaid. This bicameral report, Medicaid

Expansion in the New Health Law: Costs to the States, provides an in-depth state-by-state

analysis of the financial impact ObamaCare will have on States and demonstrates the

unsustainable fiscal burden this new law will foist upon taxpayers.

California, for example, will spend at least another $19.4 billion on Medicaid. The Texas

Health and Human Services Commission has estimated that Texas will be forced to spend

another $27 billion, which is more than the program’s entire annual budget today. 

Kentucky will get hit with $675 million in news costs to Medicaid and the state of Idaho

found that the law would grow its Medicaid program by nearly 50 percent.  

A copy of the full report can be viewed HERE.
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Subject: Follow-up from today"s E&C Hearing
Date: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 2:44:38 PM

Two follow-up items from today’s hearing at the Energy & Commerce Committee, where Govs Barbour
and Herbert testified.
 
The first is a report issued by Chairman Upton and Senator Hatch (release and link are below) provides
a comprehensive overview of state government estimates regarding the cost of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) to state Medicaid programs.  The report estimates the health law will
cost state taxpayers at least $118.04 billion through 2023--more than double the Congressional Budget
Office’s (CBO) recent estimate of $60 billion through 2021.
 
Also, I would commend to your attention two op-eds that ran today, in connection with today’s
hearing:
 
(a) From Chairman Upton in National Review, talking about the new partnership the House Majority
intends to have with Governors: http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/260959/new-partnership-
governors-fred-upton; and,
 
(b) From Pennsylvania Governor Tom Corbett, asking that states be put in charge of guiding Medicaid
reform: http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/forum/2011-03-01-corbett01 st N.htm.
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Medicaid Expansion in Health Law to
Cost States $118 Billion Through 2023

Joint Congressional Committee Report Details New Health Law’s Fiscal
Burden on Fragile State Budgets, Sustainability of Medicaid Program

 

WASHINGTON, DC - In advance of today’s House Energy & Commerce Committee hearing

examining ObamaCare’s impact on Medicaid and state health care reform, U.S. Senator

Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), Ranking Member of the Senate Finance Committee, and Fred Upton

(R-Michigan), Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee released a

comprehensive report outlining the $118 billion price tag to states of the massive expansion

of the Medicaid program in the health law. 

The joint Congressional Committee report, Medicaid Expansion in the New Health Law:

Costs to the States, put together by the Senate Finance Committee, Minority and the House

Energy and Commerce Committee, Majority is the first to provide a comprehensive

overview of state government estimates regarding the cost of the Patient Protection and

Affordable Care Act (PPACA) to state Medicaid programs. The report estimates the health

law will cost state taxpayers at least $118.04 billion through 2023--more than double the

Congressional Budget Office’s (CBO) recent estimate of $60 billion through 2021.

“Governors of both political parties were clear when Congress was debating the $2.6 trillion

health law that they could not afford a massive expansion in Medicaid.  Washington didn’t

listen and plowed forward instead by putting 16 million Americans onto the Medicaid rolls to

keep the federal price tag down,” said Hatch.  “With this report, we see the true cost to

states, who are already facing a collective $175 billion budget shortfall, of this

unsustainable expansion.  Any sustainable attempt by Governors to balance their budgets is

undermined by the $118 billion cost of the massive growth of this federal program.  It’s

time for Congress to peel this program back by putting states, not the federal government,

back in charge. ”

“Nearly one year after the president signed the health care package into law, we are still

finding more costly consequences,” said Upton.  “The health care law’s onerous and

unsustainable mandates altered the relationship the federal government has with the

states  by requiring that states dramatically expand their Medicaid populations.  Governors

are deeply concerned about the new unfunded mandates in the law and their impact on

current state budgets—which are already strained.  The laws enacted in Washington have a

profound impact on state budgets, and it is critical we provide Governors with the flexibility

they need to create innovative health programs in a way that helps the people they serve,

preserves quality, and reduces the financial burden.” 



Established in 1965, Medicaid was designed as a limited, shared state-federal safety-net

program for low-income Americans.  When it was first established, less than five million

Americans used Medicaid services, however, today nearly one in four are enrolled in the

government program. Furthermore, today, Medicaid spending absorbs nearly a quarter of

state government budgets, often forcing significant cuts to other state programs, such as

education and law enforcement.

The enactment of PPACA in March 2010 was the largest expansion of the entitlement

program since its inception more than 45 years ago. Half of those obtaining health care

coverage under the new law will get it through Medicaid. This bicameral report, Medicaid

Expansion in the New Health Law: Costs to the States, provides an in-depth state-by-state

analysis of the financial impact ObamaCare will have on States and demonstrates the

unsustainable fiscal burden this new law will foist upon taxpayers.

California, for example, will spend at least another $19.4 billion on Medicaid. The Texas

Health and Human Services Commission has estimated that Texas will be forced to spend

another $27 billion, which is more than the program’s entire annual budget today. 

Kentucky will get hit with $675 million in news costs to Medicaid and the state of Idaho

found that the law would grow its Medicaid program by nearly 50 percent.  

A copy of the full report can be viewed HERE.
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Subject: FSSA News Release - FUTURE OF HEALTHY INDIANA PLAN REMAINS UNCERTAIN
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Neal Moore

317.234.0197 (office)

(cell)

 

FUTURE OF HEALTHY INDIANA PLAN REMAINS UNCERTAIN
 

INDIANAPOLIS (August 17, 2012) -- After two years of waiting for a response, the state has learned it may be forced to close

enrollment for the 42,000-plus people in the Healthy Indiana Plan (HIP) beginning next year. 

 

Family and Social Services Administration (FSSA) Secretary Michael Gargano recently received notification from the Centers for

Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), a division of the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, offering to approve only a

one-year extension for HIP, to December 31, 2013. CMS failed to approve a multi-year extension for HIP and declined to respond

to the state’s questions about utilizing HIP to serve Hoosiers who may be eligible under a Medicaid expansion if the state decides

to do so in 2014.

 

“We’re disappointed that after two years, Indiana still does not have an answer about the long-term future of HIP. We will be

forced to make a difficult decision about continuing HIP enrollment for a program that likely won’t exist after 2013. States have

been seeking answers and flexibility, and this response hampers innovation and efforts to plan,” said Gargano.

 

HIP is the state’s successful health insurance program that since 2008 has provided coverage for nearly 100,000 low-income

Hoosiers ages 19 to 64 who have no access to employer-provided insurance. HIP features policies that promote cost sharing,

such as requiring small contributions and incentivizing preventive care. The program enables participants to make cost-conscious

and responsible health care choices.

 

The Indiana General Assembly passed HIP with bipartisan support in 2007. Members of the legislature also voted in 2011 for HIP

to be the coverage vehicle for a potential Medicaid expansion.

 

The letter from CMS can be found at: http://www.in.gov/aca/files/CMS IN Letter 7 31 12.pdf

 

More information about the HIP program can be found at: http://hip.in.gov
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FUTURE OF HEALTHY INDIANA PLAN REMAINS UNCERTAIN
 

INDIANAPOLIS (August 17, 2012) -- After two years of waiting for a response, the state has learned it may be forced to close

enrollment for the 42,000-plus people in the Healthy Indiana Plan (HIP) beginning next year. 

 

Family and Social Services Administration (FSSA) Secretary Michael Gargano recently received notification from the Centers for

Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), a division of the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, offering to approve only a

one-year extension for HIP, to December 31, 2013. CMS failed to approve a multi-year extension for HIP and declined to respond

to the state’s questions about utilizing HIP to serve Hoosiers who may be eligible under a Medicaid expansion if the state decides

to do so in 2014.

 

“We’re disappointed that after two years, Indiana still does not have an answer about the long-term future of HIP. We will be

forced to make a difficult decision about continuing HIP enrollment for a program that likely won’t exist after 2013. States have

been seeking answers and flexibility, and this response hampers innovation and efforts to plan,” said Gargano.

 

HIP is the state’s successful health insurance program that since 2008 has provided coverage for nearly 100,000 low-income

Hoosiers ages 19 to 64 who have no access to employer-provided insurance. HIP features policies that promote cost sharing,

such as requiring small contributions and incentivizing preventive care. The program enables participants to make cost-conscious

and responsible health care choices.

 

The Indiana General Assembly passed HIP with bipartisan support in 2007. Members of the legislature also voted in 2011 for HIP

to be the coverage vehicle for a potential Medicaid expansion.

 

The letter from CMS can be found at: http://www.in.gov/aca/files/CMS IN Letter 7 31 12.pdf

 

More information about the HIP program can be found at: http://hip.in.gov

 

-30-

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

 
                                                                                                                           Policy & Press | August 17, 2012
 
Healthcare
Paul Ryan's Medicaid changes may be bigger (Politico)



 
Future of Healthy Indiana Plan Remains Uncertatin (Indiana.gov)
 
S.C. State Workers Challenge Health Insurance Hike (Stateline)
 
The Mediscare Boomerang: ObamaCare gives Republicans a chance to win the Medicare debate (WSJ)
 
How much Obama and Ryan would spend on health care (in one graph) (Washington Post)
 
Paul Ryan’s biggest budget cuts are to Medicaid, not Medicare (Washington Post)
 
Taking health-care reform a step further (Washington Post)
 
Health-Care Reform and the ‘Doctor Shortage’ (NY Times)
 
Bring Medicare Into The Twenty-First Century (Health Affairs)
 
New poll finds Medicare more important to voters than healthcare reform law (The Hill)
 
Government to automate public health reporting (Healthcare IT)
 
To fix Medicare and Social Security, look to Singapore (Washington Post)
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: Medicaid Moment of Truth
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 7:18:13 PM

ICYMI
 

         

         REVIEW & OUTLOOK

·         July 12, 2012, 7:19 p.m. ET

Medicaid Moment of Truth
The Supreme Court, the states, and a generational choice.

In medicine, the treatments known as heroic measures pose grave risks to patients but are 

performed anyway because the alternative is certain death. That also more or less describes what 

Chief Justice John Roberts did to save the Affordable Care Act, and now the entitlement faces 

another challenge, especially in the states.

The first major decision facing the states is whether to accept ObamaCare's Medicaid expansion, 

which will dump anywhere from 16 million to 20 million more low-income people into the joint 

state-federal insurance program that was already in crisis. The Supreme Court ruled that this was 

unconstitutional coercion—"a gun to the head," the 7-2 majority called it—and that states must be 

given the option of not participating without penalty.

Eight Governors have already said they won't, and that may be the wise play given the new liberal 

vision for Medicaid. The program was created in 1965 as a bridge to help the most vulnerable 

members of society emerge from poverty, but now Democrats want to convert it into a permanent 

price-controlled and Washington-run health system.

Accepting these terms means states will lose the autonomy they had left to make Medicaid 

decisions in line with their own choices about taxes and spending. Medicaid is already the largest 

line item for most statehouses, a little under a quarter of the budget on average, and nationwide 

Medicaid costs are expected to jump by—this is not a typo—20% in 2012. This spending is 

starting to crowd out other priorities like K-12 and higher education, public safety and building 

roads.

But the temptation for states—even among the 26 that challenged ObamaCare—will be to accept 

the expansion. One thing that Governors do really well, regardless of party, is game the open-

ended Medicaid funding formula to maximize federal payouts. Only 40 cents of every Medicaid 

dollar is mandated by the federal government; the balance is spent on optional add-ons that the 

states created.



ObamaCare attempts to bribe the states by footing 100% of the cost of new Medicaid beneficiaries 

for two years, and then the federal share will fall to 90%. Supposedly this honeypot is too good an 

offer to refuse compared to the normal federal matching rate that ranges from 56% to 85%. The 

hospitals, which want more Medicaid revenue and are especially powerful at the local and state 

levels, are also aggressively lobbying Governors to accept the "free" money.

Not so fast. One problem is that the 100% matching rate is like a subprime loan with a teaser rate 

and balloon payment. Once the states accede, Congress will inevitably renege, since the federal 

fisc is nearly as stressed as state balance sheets. The new subsidies also only apply to the newly 

coverable, not to the nine million or so people who are already eligible for Medicaid but haven't 

signed up.

Meanwhile, Medicaid's payments to providers have already been cut to the marrow, while 

combined state and local health-care spending is now higher than all property tax receipts. The 

Beltway boys are mocking Governors for worrying about these obligations, but "only" millions of 

dollars still mean something in regions outside the Northeast and West Coast.

What almost every U.S. Governor wants most of all is more flexibility to manage Medicaid 

caseloads and reform how the program operates. ObamaCare locked in "maintenance of effort" 

rules that prevent any changes at all, much less state experimentation. On Tuesday Health and 

Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius warned states that "The Court's decision does not 

affect other provisions of the law," which is another way of saying drop dead. States will get no 

meaningful policy waivers from the Obama crowd.

At the very least the states should delay this generational decision until after the election. Both 

Mitt Romney and House Republicans support a plan to block-grant Medicaid funding, which has 

a reasonable chance of becoming law if they win. This policy is less about controlling spending 

than freeing the states from federal central planning so they can innovate, much like welfare 

reform in the 1990s.

Rhode Island received a de facto block grant in the last days of the Bush Administration and has 

cut costs by nearly half compared to historical trend. Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Florida 

have also leveraged such waivers to make Medicaid more efficient.

At an American Enterprise Institute forum Wednesday, Gary Alexander—who pioneered the 

Rhode Island plan and is now at work in Pennsylvania—made an important point: In 1965, there 

were 17.9 workers for every Pennsylvanian on Medicaid, generally in line with the national trend. 

Today the ratio has fallen to 2.5 to one—and only 1.9 to one for workers in the private economy.

The Governors would be crazy to strap themselves willingly to this entitlement bomb.

Copyright 2012 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved

This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. Distribution and use of this material are governed by our 

Subscriber Agreement and by copyright law. For non-personal use or to order multiple copies, please contact Dow Jones 

Reprints at 1-800-843-0008 or visit



www.djreprints.com



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ( ; Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Tipps (Beth.Tipps@tn.gov); Bill McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov);
bkanzeg  bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann ;
brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus ( ); Brian Nutt

); carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine Bartel; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov);
CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; David Perry
(david.perry@governor.alabama.gov); david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ( );
Deborah.Gramiccioni@gov.state.nj.us; Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona
DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emainigi ;
griffin m; jabot10 ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff
Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter
(jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; Johnny Blackmon
(johnny.blackmon@governor.alabama.gov); Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman ); Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov);
Lgromis ; Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson ( ); Marissa
Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov); mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael DiSabato
(Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard ( );
Rebekah Mason (rebekah.mason@governor.alabama.gov); rebmyers@state.pa.us;
renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; Richard Bark (rbark@az.gov); rob.jakubik ; Robert
Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Russ Kelly (russ.kelly@alaska.gov); Ryan McGinness );
Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov);
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith );
travisrichmond m; Tyler Yingling; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); Wendy Riemann
(Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov); will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell); White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: FW: (Courtesy of Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor, Whip McCarthy, and Chairman Hensarling) Reconciliation

Memo
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2012 11:12:41 AM
Attachments: Reconciliation.pdf

More to come on this - - but wanted to make sure you all saw the memo (attached and below) that
went to Members today regarding the Reconciliation process in the House Budget to address
concerns over the impact of sequestration on our military.
 
 

From: GOP Conference 
Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2012 12:04 PM
Subject: (Courtesy of Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor, Whip McCarthy, and Chairman Hensarling)
Reconciliation Memo
 
TO: Members, House GOP Chiefs, Legislative Directors, Communicators, and District Directors
 

(Courtesy of Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor, Whip McCarthy, and Chairman Hensarling)
 
TO:      House Republican Members
FR:      Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor, Whip McCarthy, Chairman Hensarling
DT:      April 18, 2012
RE:      Reconciliation
 
From day one, House Republicans have been focused on job creation.  We understand
that the debt and deficit have placed a massive burden on our economy and American
families.  Testimony before Congress and even the President’s own Bowles-Simpson
Commission demonstrates that the debt has slowed our economy by about one
percentage point, which translates into approximately one million unrealized American



jobs.  If we do not get the nation’s debt under control, our economy and our families
will continue to suffer.
 
That is why one of the many reforms included in the House-passed Budget Resolution
is the initiation of a “reconciliation” process, whereby certain House Committees would
propose changes to current mandatory spending programs in order to generate a
specified amount of savings.  The savings generated from these reforms to mandatory

programs would first be used to offset the cost (approximately $78 billion)[1] of
replacing the automatic across-the-board discretionary spending cuts that are
scheduled to occur on January 2, 2013, under what is known as sequestration.  The
additional savings achieved through reconciliation beyond the $78 billion (over $180
billion in the next ten years) would further reduce the deficit.
 
The six House Committees that received reconciliation instruction under the House-
passed Budget Resolution are currently beginning the process of marking up their
reconciliation packages which the House will take up as one bill in early May.
 
This memo will provide you with information on the necessity of replacing
sequestration and a summary of the specific savings proposals that we anticipate being
part of the final reconciliation bill.
 
Why it is Necessary to Replace the Sequester
 
As a result of political posturing by the Democrats, the “Super Committee” failed to
report and Congress failed to enact $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction last December. 
Thus, current law requires that there be across-the-board cuts, known as a
“sequester,” imposed on January 2, 2013.  The sequester will result in a 10% reduction
in Department of Defense programs and an 8% reduction in certain domestic
programs, such as the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and border security.
 
Intended as a mechanism to force action, there is bipartisan agreement that the
sequester going into place would undercut key responsibilities of the federal
government.
 
As the Administration makes clear in their own Budget, “By design, the sequester is not
good policy and is meant to force Congress to take action: it would lead to significant
cuts to critical domestic programs such as education and research and cuts to defense
programs that could undermine our national security. … [C]uts of this magnitude done
in an across-the-board fashion would be devastating both to defense and non-defense
programs.” [The Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 2013, p. 24,
February 13, 2012]
 
Of particular concern is the impact sequestration, if allowed to occur, would have on



our national security.
 
The sequestration cuts would be on top of the savings in discretionary defense
spending that were already implemented as part of the debt limit agreement last
August.
 
The House Armed Services Committee has analyzed the impact of the sequestration,
and found that if left in place, sequestration would cut the military to its smallest size
since before the Second World War – all while we are still a nation at war in
Afghanistan, facing increased threats from Iran and North Korea, unrest in the Middle
East, and a rising China. 
 
Major consequences include:
 

·         200,000 soldiers and Marines separated from service, bringing our force well
below our pre-9/11 levels;

·         Ability to respond to contingencies in North Korea or Iran at jeopardy;
·         The smallest ground force since 1940;
·         A fleet of fewer than 230 ships, the smallest level since 1915;
·         The smallest tactical fighter force in the history of the Air Force;
·         Our nuclear triad that has kept the US and 30 of our allies safe for decades will

be in jeopardy;
·         Reductions of 20 percent in defense civilian personnel; and
·         Two BRAC rounds of base closings.

 
[House Armed Services Committee Memo “Assessment of Impacts of Budget Cuts”,
9/22/2011]

 
Secretary Panetta and the professional military leadership have also looked at the
impact of sequestration and reached similar conclusions:
 
Secretary Panetta stated, “If the maximum sequestration is triggered, the total cut will
rise to about $1 trillion compared with the FY 2012 plan.  The impacts of these cuts
would be devastating for the Department… Facing such large reductions, we would
have to reduce the size of the military sharply.  Rough estimates suggest after ten years
of these cuts, we would have the smallest ground force since 1940, the smallest
number of ships since 1915, and the smallest Air Force in its history.” [Secretary
Panetta, Letter to Senator John McCain, 11/14/2011]
 
General Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, stated, “[S]equestration leaves
me three places to go to find the additional money: operations, maintenance, and
training. That’s the definition of a hollow force.”
 



The individual branch service chiefs echoed General Dempsey: 
 

·         “Cuts of this magnitude would be catastrophic to the military…My assessment is
that the nation would incur an unacceptable level of strategic and operational
risk.” – General Ray T. Odierno, Chief Of Staff, United States Army

·         “A severe and irreversible impact on the Navy’s future,” – Admiral Jonathan W.
Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations

·         “A Marine Corps below the end strength that’s necessary to support even one
major contingency,” – General James F. Amos, Commandant of the Marine Corps

·         “Even the most thoroughly deliberated strategy may not be able to overcome
dire consequences,” – General Norton A. Schwartz, Chief of Staff, United States
Air Force

 
[Testimony of Service Chief before House Armed Services Committee, 11/2/2011]

 
Armed Services Ranking Member Adam Smith recently gave a speech about the need to
reverse sequestration.  During a question and answer period after the speech, he
stated, “What I am saying is, we are going to have to re-write the sequestration law
before January 1, one way or another, in order to make sure i[t] makes sense and can
fit.  I believe that between now and then we will find $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction
somewhere, somehow, and avoid the immediate sequestration.  But as the gentleman
asked, the problem is now.  If we wait until September we will have done great harm
to the economy.”
 
According to an analysis by the House Appropriations Committee, the sequester will
also have a significant impact on non-defense discretionary programs, including:
 

Automatically reducing Head Start by $650 million, resulting in 75,000 fewer
slots for children in the program;
Automatically reducing the National Institutes of Health (NIH) by $2.4 billion, an
amount equal to nearly half of total NIH spending on cancer this year; and
A reduction of approximately 1,870 Border Patrol Agents (a reduction of nearly
9% of the total number of agents).

 
Democrats Have Failed to Offer a Credible Solution
 
While both Republicans and Democrats have warned of the consequences from both
immediate sequestration cuts and the looming debt crisis, the President and leading
Senate Democrats refuse to advance credible solutions:
 

·         The President insists on taking more money from hardworking families and
small businesses, a policy that will only exacerbate our current economic
problems.



·         Just as bad, Senate Democrats have failed to pass a budget in more than 1,000
days, and have chosen to give up on budgeting again this year.

Common-Sense Republican Reforms
 
Pursuant to the Budget Resolution, the House will advance a series of reforms that
replace across-the-board cuts scheduled in law with common-sense reforms that take
steps to address government’s autopilot spending. 
 
Six House Committees will advance legislation that will:
 

Stop Fraud, by Ensuring that Individuals are Actually Eligible for the Taxpayer
Benefits They Receive;
Eliminate Government Slush Funds and Stop Bailouts;
Control Runaway, Unchecked Spending;
Restrain Spending on Government Bureaucracies; and
Reduce Waste and Duplicative Programs.

 
The savings from these reforms will replace the arbitrary discretionary sequester cuts
and lay the groundwork for further efforts to avert the spending-driven economic crisis
before us.
 
Below is an outline of the reforms being advanced by the four committees (Agriculture,
Financial Services, Judiciary, and Ways and Means) that are marking up instructions
this week (week of April 16). 
 
This memo will be updated to include the recommendations of the Energy &
Commerce Committee and the Oversight and Government Reform Committee once
their markups are announced.
 
Stopping Fraud by Ensuring that Individuals are Actually Eligible for the
Taxpayer Benefits They Receive
 
Restricting Categorical Eligibility under the SNAP (Food Stamp) Program: Under
current law, an individual can automatically qualify for SNAP based on receipt of
benefits through other low-income assistance programs, including the Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block grant, Supplemental Security Income (SSI),
or state-run General Assistance (GA) programs.
 
The Obama Administration has actively encouraged states to implement a policy called
“broad-based categorical eligibility,” which means states are conveying SNAP eligibility
based upon a household receiving a TANF-funded brochure or access to an “800”
number hotline.



 
As of January, there are now 43 jurisdictions – 40 States, the District of Columbia,
Guam, and the Virgin Islands – implementing this policy.  Of the 43 jurisdictions using
broad-based categorical eligibility, 39 currently have no asset test and 27 have a gross
income limit above 130% of the federal poverty guidelines.
 
The proposal from the House Agriculture Committee would restrict categorical
eligibility to only those households receiving cash assistance from SSI, TANF, or a
state-run General Assistance program.  Receiving a TANF-funded brochure or a
referral to an “800” number telephone hotline would no longer automatically make a
household SNAP eligible.  According to CBO, this proposal would save $11.7 billion over
ten years.
 
Note: While this change would render some households no longer eligible for SNAP,
any household that meets the eligibility requirements in SNAP law will continue
receiving its SNAP benefits.  This policy change would only affect those who are not
truly eligible for the program under SNAP law.

 
Eliminating the SNAP “Heat and Eat” Loophole: Under current law, low-income
households receiving any Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
payments also qualify for the SNAP Standard Utility Allowance (SUA) which
automatically increases their SNAP benefits.  Approximately 16 states and DC are
abusing this interaction (often at the behest of advocacy groups) by sending $1 or $5
LIHEAP checks to low-income households so they may automatically take advantage of
the SUA.  In practice, if a participant receives $1 in LIHEAP, they can automatically
deduct the SUA from their income, so their net income goes down and they receive
more SNAP benefits.  For example, this can trigger as much as $130 in additional SNAP
benefits per month.
 
The proposal from the Agriculture Committee would change current law so that a
LIHEAP payment no longer automatically triggers the SUA deduction, closing this
loophole.  This provision in no way prevents those households who are paying their
utility bills out-of-pocket from receiving the SNAP SUA.  Any household paying their
utility bills can still receive this deduction.  According to CBO, this proposal would save
$14.3 billion over ten years.
 
Preventing Abuse in the Refundable Child Tax Credit: Current law provides for a child
tax credit in the amount of $1,000 per child under the age of 17 ($500 per child
beginning in 2013).  This credit is partially refundable, meaning that taxpayers may,
depending on their income and other tax obligations, receive a government check as a
result of this credit.  Such checks are considered spending for budget purposes.  Under
the rules in effect through 2012, the refundable portion of the child tax credit –
sometimes referred to as the additional child tax credit (ACTC) – is capped at 15



percent of the taxpayer’s earned income above $3,000. 
 
Also under current law, individuals who are ineligible to work in the United States –
and are thus ineligible for a Social Security Number (SSN) – can obtain an Individual
Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) for tax purposes.  In 1996, Congress enacted
legislation making those without SSNs ineligible to receive the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC), a similar refundable tax credit.  However, when the refundable portion of
the child tax credit was subsequently enacted in 1997, Congress included no similar
limitation, and the Treasury Department has taken the position that it lacks the
statutory authority to limit the ACTC to those with an SSN.  Thus, the refundable
portion of the child tax credit currently remains available to individuals who are
unable to obtain an SSN because they are ineligible to work in the United States.
 
The proposal from the House Ways and Means Committee would close this loophole
and individuals (or at least one spouse in the case of a joint return) would be required
to include their SSN on their tax return in order to claim the refundable portion of the
child tax credit.  According to the Joint Committee on Taxation, this proposal would
save $7.6 billion over ten years.
 
Fully Recapture Exchange Subsidy Overpayments: The Democrats’ health care law fails
to adequately protect taxpayers from overpayments of health insurance Exchange
subsidies, even in the case of fraud.  Exchange subsidy eligibility is based on two-year
old income tax return data.  Because income can change (new job, promotion, spouse
returns to the workforce, etc.), the government will conduct an annual review to
determine if someone received more taxpayer-funded subsidies than he/she was
entitled to.
 
If an overpayment was made, the recipient is required to repay some or all of the
overpayment, subject to certain limits described below.  Originally, under the health
care law, the maximum amount a subsidy recipient was required to repay was $250 for
an individual or $400 for a family, even if he/she/they received thousands of dollars in
subsidy overpayments.  Since the health care law’s enactment, two laws have increased
the maximum amount of improper Exchange subsidy payments the government can
recoup, but in some instances still fails to require full repayment.
 
The proposal from the Ways and Means Committee would require those who receive
Exchange subsidies to which they are not entitled to repay the full amount of
overpayments.  Individuals and families would still be allowed to keep the subsidies
they are entitled to receive under the law.  The Joint Committee on Taxation and CBO
estimate this provision would reduce the deficit by $43.9 billion over ten years.
 
Eliminating Government Slush Funds and Stopping Bailouts
 



Protecting Taxpayers by Eliminating the Dodd-Frank Bailout Fund: The Dodd-Frank
Act granted the FDIC “Orderly Liquidation Authority” that gives government
bureaucrats the authority to use taxpayer dollars to bail out the creditors of “too big to
fail” institutions and treat similarly situated creditors differently.  The Democrats have
claimed that they created this new resolution authority to prevent a replay of the 2008
bailouts of Bear Stearns, AIG, Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, Citigroup, Bank of America, GM
and Chrysler.   But in reality, Dodd-Frank’s Orderly Liquidation Authority mechanism
just perpetuates the very taxpayer-funded bailout regime it claims it to abolish.
 

The proposal from the House Financial Services Committee would end “too big to fail”
by repealing this Dodd-Frank fund that paves the way for future bailouts.  Eliminating
the bailout fund will, according to CBO, save $22 billion over ten years for deficit
reduction.

Terminate Ineffective Housing Bailouts: The Obama Administration claimed HAMP, its
signature foreclosure prevention initiative, would help up to 4 million struggling
homeowners.  Instead, HAMP has resulted in only 763,000 loans being permanently
modified and has been the target of widespread and bipartisan criticism.  Of the $30
billion in TARP funds set aside for HAMP, $2.54 billion has actually been disbursed. 
The Special Inspector General for TARP (SIGTARP), the Congressional Oversight Panel,
the Government Accountability Office and even New York Times editorial page have all
reported on the ineffectiveness of HAMP and highlighted how this program has hurt,
rather than helped, many struggling homeowners. 
 
The Financial Services Committee approved H.R. 839, the HAMP Termination Act, on
March 9, 2011, and the House voted to pass the bill 252-170 on March 29, 2011, but
the Senate has yet to act.  Terminating this costly and ineffective program as part of
reconciliation will, according to CBO, result in deficit reduction of $2.8 billion over ten
years.
 
Reforming the National Flood Insurance Program: The National Flood Insurance Act of
1968 established the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) to minimize the
economic impact of floods and to provide flood insurance to individuals and
businesses.   Congress last enacted a long-term NFIP reauthorization and reform bill in
2004.  H.R. 1309, the Flood Insurance Reform Act sponsored by Rep. Judy Biggert,
includes a five-year reauthorization of the NFIP and will reform the program by
encouraging broader participation, increasing financial accountability and eliminating
unnecessary rate subsidies.  The NFIP has historically failed to charge sufficient rates
to cover its risk. H.R. 1309 eliminates unnecessary rate subsidies by including a phase-
in of full-risk, actuarial rates for new and certain existing areas designated as “Special
Flood Hazard.” This will improve the NFIP’s financial health.
 
The Financial Services Committee passed H.R. 1309 by a 54-0 vote on May 12, 2011



and the House approved the bill 406-22 on July 12, 2011, but the Senate has yet to act.
Reforming this program as part of reconciliation will, according to CBO, result in $4.9
billion in savings over ten years. 
 
Controlling Runaway, Unchecked Spending
 
Eliminate the Indexing on SNAP Nutrition Education: Under current law, states have
the option of providing nutrition education to SNAP recipients as part of their program
operations; such education is 100% funded by the federal government. Funding for the
SNAP nutrition education program is capped at $375 million but is indexed for
inflation so that the amount spent increases each year.   
 
The proposal from the Agriculture Committee eliminates the automatic annual
spending increase and, according to CBO, saves $546 million over ten years.
 
Terminate the SNAP Increase from the Stimulus: The American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) included an across-the-board increase in SNAP
benefits effective in April 2009.  The ARRA effectively replaced the increase in SNAP
benefits that occurs under the Food and Nutrition Act, which is normally based on
annual food-price inflation indexing.  The ARRA increase was to stay in place until
food-price inflation “caught up” so that families did not see a decrease in their monthly
SNAP benefit allotment.  Therefore, the ARRA benefit increase was originally expected
to terminate after FY 2018, when food-price inflation was estimated to "catch up" with
the ARRA increase.
 
Last Congress, when the Democrat majority needed to pay for their other “priorities,”
including a teacher’s union bailout and increasing school meal standards, the ARRA
SNAP increase was used twice to offset other laws.  They achieved their savings by
moving up the ARRA termination date to October 31, 2013.  This proposal from
the Agriculture Committee terminates the ARRA increase on July 1, 2012 and would
save, according to CBO, $5.9 billion over ten years.
 
Restrain Spending on Government Bureaucracies
 
Eliminating Automatic Funding of the New Bureaucracies: The centerpiece of the
Dodd-Frank Act is the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), a large and
powerful Federal agency that is – by design – accountable to neither the executive
branch nor Congress.  Its Director has the unprecedented and sole authority to decide
which financial products Americans can and cannot use.  In addition, the Dodd-Frank
Act authorizes the CFPB to fund itself by drawing money directly from the Federal
Reserve to whatever extent the CFPB Director deems “necessary” up to $548 million in
FY 2012, $598 million in FY 2013 and 12 percent of the Fed’s operating expenses each
fiscal year thereafter.  Not Congress, not the President, not even the Federal Reserve



which provides its funding can oversee how the CFPB Director spends these hundreds
of millions of dollars. 
 
To correct this glaring lack of accountability, the Financial Services Committee
proposes to make the CFPB subject to the ordinary congressional appropriations
process and authorize the appropriation of $200 million to the agency for FY 2012 and
FY 2013.  This will ensure proper oversight and accountability, and according to CBO
achieve savings of $5.4 billion over ten years.
 
Reducing Waste and Duplicative Programs
 
Repeal of the Social Services Block Grant: The Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) is a
flexible source of Federal funds that states use for a wide variety of social services. 
Begun in 1956 as a way to match State spending on services to help families leave
welfare, the SSBG is now a 100 percent Federal funding stream that can be used to
provide almost any service to anyone regardless of their income.  Many of the services
funded by SSBG are duplicative of other federal programs including the Community
Services Block Grant, Head Start, Foster Care and Adoption Assistance, Promoting Safe
and Stable Families, the Child Care and Development Block Grant, Child Welfare
Services, Chafee Foster Care Independence Program, and Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families, among many others.
 
Because there are so few strings attached, some of the most common services
supported by SSBG funds are:
 

·         Information and Referral Services: The most common service supported with
SSBG funds is information and referral to other social welfare programs. In 
other words, a significant amount of SSBG is spent not to provide services, but
to provide people with information about and referrals to other services.

·         Case Management Services: States also use the SSBG to pay for “the
arrangement, coordination, and monitoring of services.” In other words, SSBG
may be used for administrative costs. 

·         Other Services: Even with a flexible, unaccountable program like SSBG, States
frequently report spending on “other” activities and services.

 
The proposal from the Ways and Means Committee would eliminate the SSBG program
saving taxpayers almost $17 billion over 10 years, according to CBO.
 
Eliminate the 50/50 Cost Share for the SNAP Employment and Training (E&T)
Program: Each fiscal year, USDA provides federal formula grants to state agencies for
states to operate a SNAP Employment and Training (E&T) program.  In addition to this
funding, states have the option of providing more funding towards their state E&T
program, which USDA is required to match.  According to GAO, there are 47 federal



employment training programs and almost all federal employment and training
programs overlap with at least one other program in that they provide similar services
to similar populations.
 
The proposal from the Agriculture Committee would maintain the federal formula
grants for employment training, but eliminate the 50/50 cost share thus resulting in
savings for federal taxpayers and, according to CBO, save $3.1 billion over ten years.
 
Eliminate State Performance Bonuses: States are responsible for administering the
SNAP program and it is their duty to process applications in a timely manner, ensure
households receive the accurate amount of SNAP benefits, and make certain the
program is administered in the most effective and efficient manner.  Under current
law, states can receive a bonus for doing a good job.  Annually, these bonuses total $48
million.
 
The proposal by the Agriculture Committee eliminates the bonuses that are given to
states for essentially doing their job and would, according to CBO, save $480 million
over ten years.
 
Reforming the Medical Liability System: Many state supreme courts have judicially
nullified reasonable litigation management provisions enacted by state legislatures,
many of which sought to address the crisis in medical professional liability that
reduces patients’ access to health care and increases overall health care costs. 
Consequently, in such states, passage of federal legislation by Congress may be the only
means of addressing the state’s current crisis in medical professional liability, restoring
patients’ access to health care, and controlling unnecessary costs.
 
To address these issues, the House Judiciary Committee has proposed the HEALTH Act,
modeled after California’s decades-old and highly successful health care litigation
reforms.  This reform addresses the current crisis in health care by reigning in
unlimited lawsuits and thereby making health care delivery more accessible and cost-
effective in the United States. California’s Medical Injury Compensation Reform Act
(“MICRA”), which was signed into law by Governor Jerry Brown in 1976, has proved
immensely successful in increasing access to affordable medical care.
 
MICRA’s reforms, which are included in the HEALTH Act, include:
 

·         A $250,000 cap on noneconomic damages;
·         Limits on the contingency fees lawyers can charge;
·         Provisions creating a “fair share” rule, by which damages are allocated fairly, in

direct proportion to fault;
·         Reasonable guidelines – but not caps – on the award of punitive damages; and
·         A safe harbor from punitive damages for products that meet applicable FDA



safety requirements.
 
The HEALTH Act will accomplish reform without in any way limiting compensation for
100% of plaintiffs’ economic losses (anything to which a receipt can be attached),
including their medical costs, their lost wages, their future lost wages, rehabilitation
costs, and any other economic out-of-pocket loss suffered as the result of a health care
injury.  The HEALTH Act also does not preempt any state law that otherwise caps
damages.
 
According to CBO, “under [the HEALTH Act], premiums for medical malpractice
insurance ultimately would be an average of 25 percent to 30 percent below what they
would be under current law.”  Lower health care lawsuit liability premiums would
reduce health care costs for everyone and increase the supply of vital doctors by
allowing more doctors to continue practicing, including in higher-risk medical fields.
 
Further, abusive state tort laws drive what is known as “defensive medicine,” which
occurs when doctors are forced by the threat of lawsuits to conduct tests and prescribe
drugs that are not medically required, simply to avoid liability exposure.  Defensive
medicine practiced in a variety of federal health care programs costs federal taxpayers
billions of dollars.  CBO pronounced that the legal reforms contained in the HEALTH
Act would reduce the federal budget deficit by an estimated $40 billion over the next
ten years.
 
 

[1] $78 billion reflects the remainder of the FY 2013 discretionary sequester after accounting for lowering the FY
2013 discretionary cap from $1047 to $1028 as provided for in the House-passed budget Resolution.
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"bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us"; "brandymarty03 "; "brian@ ";
"carol.statkus@wyo.gov"; "clipparelli ; "dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us";
"david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov"; "david.perry@governor.alabama.gov"; "debbie ";
"doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov"; "emainigi "; "griffin "; "hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us";
"jabot10 "; "jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov"; "jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov"; "jbranstett@state.pa.us";
"jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov"; "jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov"; "jen.hein@nebraska.gov";
"jim.soyer@state.sd.us"; "jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov"; "jmcallahan@state.pa.us";
"johnny.blackmon@governor.alabama.gov"; "joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov"; Katie Altshuler;
"katyoder 99@ "; "keith.gardner@state.nm.us"; "kristacarman ";
"kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov"; "ktartaglia@state.pa.us"; "lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov"; "lrussell ;
"macarter32 "; "marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us"; "mark.cate@tn.gov"; "mary.mayhew@maine.gov";
"mcbrideb@michigan.gov"; "msanderson "; "mschrimpf@rga.org"; "muchmored@michigan.gov";
"nguillemard@ "; "rbark@az.gov"; "rebekah.mason@governor.alabama.gov"; "rebmyers@state.pa.us";
"renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us"; "rob.jakubik@ "; "rserote@az.gov"; "rspendlove@utah.gov";
"russ.kelly@alaska.gov"; "ryan@ "; "sblwdc ; "slevey ";
"tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov"; "timpearson@gov.sc.gov"; "tomichz@michigan.gov"; "travisrichmond ;
"ts "; "wags@la.gov"; "wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov"; "will.cromer@tn.gov"

Cc: "Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov"
Subject: Fw: (Courtesy of the Ways and Means Committee) Payroll Tax Holiday Agreement
Date: Thursday, February 16, 2012 5:16:47 PM
Attachments: Payroll Tax Holiday Agreement.docx

FYI - we expect the House will vote on this tomorrow.

Will Kinzel 
Assistant to the Speaker for Policy 
Office of the Speaker 
(202) 225-0882 

 CELL 

 
From: GOP Conference 
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2012 04:00 PM
Subject: (Courtesy of the Ways and Means Committee) Payroll Tax Holiday Agreement 
 
TO:  Members, House GOP Chiefs of Staff, Legislative Directors, Communicators, and District Directors

 
(Courtesy of the Ways and Means Committee)

 

Payroll Tax Holiday Agreement
Protecting Americans from a Tax Increase, Reforming Unemployment and Welfare

Programs, and Preventing Cut to Medicare Doctors
 
Payroll Tax Holiday Extended Through 2012
·         The payroll tax holiday is extended through December 31, 2012.
·         The amount of revenue that is foregone to the Social Security Trust Funds as a result of

the payroll tax reduction is fully replaced with savings from Treasury’s General Fund.



·         Over the course of the year, a typical middle-class worker earning $50,000 would see
his or her take-home pay increase by $1,000 as a result of this tax holiday.

 
Reforms & Extends the Unemployment Program
Reforms to the unemployment program

·         Job Search Requirements:  Requires those receiving unemployment benefits at both
the state and federal level actually look for a job.

·         Drug Screening & Testing:  Overturns a 1960s-era Department of Labor ban on States’
screening and testing UI applicants for illegal drugs.  Specifically, the agreement allows
every state to drug screen and test anyone who (1) lost their job because they failed or
refused an employer drug test, or (2) is seeking a job that generally requires a drug test.

·         Re-employment Programs:  Allows waivers for up to 10 states for innovative re-
employment programs like Georgia Works. 

 
Reduces the number of weeks to levels typically seen in a recession
·         Eliminates 20 Weeks of EB:  Effectively eliminates the “Extended Benefits” program,

which allowed states to receive an additional 20 weeks of federal benefits.
·         63 weeks vs. 93 Weeks:  Ensures that by the end of the year the vast majority of states

(36) receive a maximum of 63 weeks of benefits, compared to 46 states currently
receiving 93 weeks of benefits – a reduction of 30 weeks.   This is a level comparable to
prior recessions.

 
No More Welfare Benefits At Strip Clubs & Liquor Stores
·         Extends Welfare Benefits:  The agreement extends the nation’s primary welfare

program, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, through Fiscal Year 2012.
·         Closes the “Strip Club” Loophole:  The legislation ensures that welfare funds cannot be

accessed at ATMs in strip clubs, liquor stores, and casinos.
·         Data Standardization:  Improves data matching and program integrity by requiring

standardized data and Health and Human Services coordination of exchanges across
State TANF programs.

 
Protects Seniors & Reforms Certain Medicare Programs
·         Eliminates 27.4% Cut to Doctors:  The agreement averts a 27.4 percent cut to

physician payment rates and ensures seniors and the disabled have continued access to
the physicians serving our Medicare beneficiaries.

·         Doc Fix Through End of 2012:  The agreement extends through the end of the year
payment rates for Medicare doctors.

·         Eliminates & Reforms Certain Medicare Programs:  The Senate had sought to blindly
extend all Medicare extenders.  The agreement eliminates two of those programs
(mental health add-on payments and an ObamaCare provision that increased payments
for bone density scans).  The agreement phases-out two programs: Section 508 hospitals
and special pathology payments, while providing time for these providers to adapt to
these changes.  Extends and reforms the therapy cap exception process by requiring
greater accountability, which will eliminate wasteful spending.



·         Extends Certain Medicare Programs with Greater Oversight:  Ambulance add-on
payments, physician work floor, and outpatient hospital hold harmless payments are all
extended, but the agreement requires GAO, MedPAC and CMS to report to Congress on
their effectiveness and ways to better protect taxpayer dollars.

 
No Tax Increases & Government Spending Is Fully Offset
Rejects Senate’s insistence on higher taxes for higher spending
·         No job-killing tax hikes to pay for more government spending. 
·         All government spending is fully offset with spending cuts and government reforms.
 
Unemployment benefits are fully paid for
·         Firmly establishes that extensions of unemployment benefits must be paid for. 

Democrats added nearly $200 billion to our nation’s debt by extending an unprecedented
level of unemployment benefits. 

·         The agreement offsets all unemployment program spending through:
o   Spectrum Auctions, which spur innovation, investment and job creation in the

high-tech field.
o   Requiring new civilian federal employees and Members of Congress to contribute

more towards their defined benefit pension programs.
 
Repeals key parts of ObamaCare and includes other health savings
·         Cuts to ObamaCare pay for more than half ($11.6 billion) of the health spending in the

agreement.
·         Cuts an ObamaCare slush fund (the Harkin Prevention Fund) by $5 billion.
·         Eliminates an ObamaCare giveaway to Louisiana saving $2.5 billion.
·         Reduces Medicaid spending (DSH rebase) by more than $4 billion.
·         Other health savings total $9.6 billion and include reductions to Medicare “bad debt”

($6.9 billion) and clinical laboratory payments ($2.7 billion).
 

 
 
Maximum Weeks of Unemployment Benefits

 

Unemployment Rate
(States)

Current Law
Conference
Agreement

(September 2012)

Conference
Agreement vs.

Current Law

 
Under 6%

60 40 -20 weeks

 



6.0-6.4%
 

73 54 -19 weeks

 
6.5-6.9%
 

86 54 -32 weeks

 
7.0-7.9%
 

86 63 -23 weeks

 
8.0-8.4% (U.S.
AVERAGE)
 

93 63 -30 weeks

 
8.5-8.9%
 

99 63 -36 weeks

 
9% and above
 

99 73 -26 weeks

 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; "glenn.coffee@sos.ok.gov"
Subject: Fw: **New RR Survey on Health Care Repeal This Afternoon**
Date: Wednesday, January 19, 2011 9:58:15 AM

FYI

From: Kinzel, Will <Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov> 
To: john.katz@alaska.gov <john.katz@alaska.gov>; macarter32
RSerote@az.gov <RSerote@az.gov>; CLipparelli@
<CLipparelli >; Adam.nordstrom@
aparis@
<jbranstetter >; Rob.Jakubik
<Rob.Jakubik ; ted.pitts.jr@
David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov <David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov>; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov
<jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov>; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov <Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov>;
Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov <JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov>; hedgcockm@GOV.STATE.LA.US
<hedgcockm@GOV.STATE.LA.US>; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us
<bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us>; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us <Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us>;
Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us <Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us>;
brandon.steinmann@governor.state.tx.us <brandon.steinmann@governor.state.tx.us>;
dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us <dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us>;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov <Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov>;
kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov <kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov>;
jboeyink@  debbie
<debbie >; griffin@  rkelly8
<rkelly8 >; wstruble@  rbmull
<rbmull@ >; wags@la.gov <wags@la.gov>; Renee.Fargason@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US
<Renee.Fargason@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US>; kristacarman@
mary.mayhew@maine.gov <mary.mayhew@maine.gov>; CRyan
<CRyan >; muchmored@michigan.gov <muchmored@michigan.gov>;
Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov <Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov>; ryan@
eperez@osfr.state.tx.us <eperez@osfr.state.tx.us>; Bkanzeg@
Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us <Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us>; MKennicott
<MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov <Mark.Cate@tn.gov>; Will.Cromer@tn.gov
<Will.Cromer@tn.gov>; rspendlove@utah.gov <rspendlove@utah.gov>; EMainigi
<EMainigi >; Joseph.Fadness@wisconsin.gov <Joseph.Fadness@wisconsin.gov>;
Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov <Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov>; Marie Sanderson
<msanderson@governor.state.ms.us>; brandymarty03@
Candice Whitfield <CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us>; mschrimpf@RGA.ORG <mschrimpf@RGA.ORG> 
Cc: Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov <Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov> 
Sent: Tue Jan 18 14:37:14 2011
Subject: FW: **New RR Survey on Health Care Repeal This Afternoon** 

This survey may be of interest…
 
 

From: Luke Frans [mailto:l ] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 18, 2011 3:24 PM
To: Luke Frans
Subject: **New RR Survey on Health Care Repeal This Afternoon**
 
All: this afternoon we are releasing new data that will help shape the debate over the repeal
of Obamacare, which the House begins later today. Our full survey results will be made
public this Thursday.



 
Key health care findings:
 

Plurality of registered voters supports Republican plans to repeal and replace the health
care reform law, 49 to 44 percent (including 54 to 36 percent among Independents).
When given arguments for and against repeal, voters favored the conservative
statement 50 to 44 percent (including 51 to 40 percent among Independents).
By 70 to 23 percent, voters believe they should be allowed to buy health insurance
across state lines.
Voters oppose an individual mandate to purchase health insurance by 56 to 39
percent.
Voters support individual ownership of health insurance so that people would not lose
their insurance if they lost their job, 53 to 36 percent.
They believe frivolous medical malpractice lawsuits drive up the cost of health care
by 53 to 38 percent.
They also oppose allowing any taxpayer dollars to fund abortions by 52 to 41
percent.

 
Key point: Independents' support of plans to repeal and replace the health care law has
remained steady since the mid-term elections. This is noteworthy for two reasons:

 

Recent public polling has shown a slight increase in Obama's job approval, yet that increase has

not closed the gap he faces among Independents on this issue.

The survey was conducted among registered voters, and the data among these Independents is

very similar to what we found last November with Independents who voted in the mid-terms.

 

RR documents: memo analysis and survey toplines.

-- 
Luke Frans | Resurgent Republic
703-838-8440 (O)

(C)

http://twitter.com/resurgentrep



From: National Governors Association
To: Health Policy Advisors
Subject: FW: "Save the Date" NGA September Meeting on Exchange Implementation Issues
Date: Thursday, July 21, 2011 10:42:19 AM

 

Below is a “Save the Date” that went to Chiefs of Staff regarding an NGA event on Health Insurance
Exchanges.   A formal invitation is forthcoming.  We hope you can attend, and would very much
appreciate your feedback on the topics we should cover. 
 
Krista Drobac
Director, Health Division
Center for Best Practices
National Governors Association, Suite 267
444 North Capitol Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Office: 202-624-7872
Cell: 
 

From: Guilford, Nikki 
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 10:54 AM
To: chiefs@talk.nga.org
Cc: chiefs-assists@talk.nga.org; chiefs-deputy@talk.nga.org; Drobac, Krista; Lieberman, Steve; Cohan,
Erin
Subject: "Save the Date" NGA September Meeting on Exchange Implementation Issues
 
TO: Chiefs of Staff, Health Policy Advisors, Washington DC/State Federal Directors
CC:  Deputy Chiefs of Staff, Chiefs’ Assistants
RE:   “Save the Date” NGA September Meeting on Exchange Implementation Issues 
Based on guidance from the Executive Committee and widespread interest in Saturday’s Health
Committee session discussing Exchanges, NGA will convene a working meeting on Exchange
implementation options and issues.  As discussed on Sunday at the Salt Lake City breakfast
meeting of Chiefs of Staff, this advance notice will allow you to identify the appropriate
attendees.  NGA will cover travel and related expenses for two officials from your state for the
September 8 (Thursday) and 9 (Friday) meeting at the Crystal City Hyatt in Arlington,
Virginia.
 Working with a diverse group of experts, we are developing the agenda and background materials
to focus the September meeting and maximize its value to States.   We’d greatly appreciate any
suggestions on topics that should be addressed, takeaways from your experience, or other
suggestions.  
 We currently expect the meeting to focus on:
 1.       Understanding the various paths forward envisioned by the recently issued HHS proposed
regulations regarding Exchanges, which will include timelines, state obligations, and key decisions
under differing options; 
 2.       Discussion about key requirements and challenges facing states making similar policy
choices or at similar stages of implementation under the different options; and
 3.       Identifying items needing clarification or areas of common concern arising from the notices
of proposed rulemaking.



 A more formal information with draft agenda is forthcoming.  Please contact Krista Drobac (202-
624-7872; KDrobac@nga.org) or me (202-624-5340
slieberman@nga.org) with any questions or suggestions.
 
 
Steve Lieberman
Deputy for Policy and Data Analysis
National Governors Association
444 North Capitol St, Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001-1512
(202) 624-5340
(202) 624-5825 (fax)
slieberman@nga.org
 
 
 
 
 
Nikki Guilford
Director, Office of Management Consulting and Training
National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street, Suite 267
Washington D.C. 20001
202-624-5422 (office)

 (mobile)
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

 

---
You are currently subscribed to [healthadvisors] as 
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-198940-
159552.9353be7555ca9043e095bc96949d480b@talk.nga.org..

Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: "Source Documents for the State Talking Points on Regulatory Costs and the Impact of Losing Federal

Medicaid Support"
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:57:21 AM
Attachments: PPACA Regulatory Cost Impact by State 3-21-2012.xlsx

Measuring the Coerciveness of the PPACA Medicaid Expansion 3-21-2012.xls

 
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:58 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: "Source Documents for the State Talking Points on Regulatory Costs and the Impact of Losing
Federal Medicaid Support"
 
Andrew S.
Here is where that information came from.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C: 
 
 

From: Michael Ramlet [mailto:  
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 5:04 PM
To: Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson
Cc: Sam Batkins; Cameron Smith
Subject: Source Documents for the State Regulatory Cost and Medicaid Coercision Estmiates
 
All,
 
Attached are two documents that substantiate all of the regulatory cost estimates and the Medicaid
coercion estimates in the state-by-state talking points.  Here’s a quick overview of each document. 
Please feel free to call me at   if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Michael
 
---
Michael Ramlet
Director Health Policy
American Action Forum
 
Cell: 
Email: 
 



Regulatory Cost Impact by State
 
The American Action Forum is fortune enough to have Sam Batkins as its Director of Regulation. 
Sam has compiled a database of every regulation issued by the Obama Administration broken down
by total pages, total cost, and paperwork burden hours.  He has also broken each regulation down
by the type of agencies affected so there is a sub-database for just healthcare regulations.
 
To derive the attached spread sheet estimating regulatory costs by state, Sam took the largest
regulations that impact states and broke down the federal government’s estimates proportionately
by state to come up with a reasonable estimate of how costly the Affordable Care Act’s regulations
have already been to the private sector and the public.
 
Interestingly, Sam has built such an advanced database that we are now able to use it to bracket
President during every state visit he makes to talk about jobs.  I hope you all check out the database
and tell your colleagues because it’s a tremendous resources explaining the effect of the Obama
Administrations red tape fiasco.
 
 
Measuring the Coerciveness of the PPACA Medicaid Expansion
 
The Medicaid related estimates come directly from the American Action Forum’s Supreme Court
Amicus brief on Medicaid, which was signed by over 100 economists including multiple Nobel Prize
winners.
 
 
 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Craig Perry
Subject: Fw: 11/19 MONDAY RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 8:45:17 AM
Attachments: Pew Report - Impact of the Fiscal Cliff on States (2).pdf

CoG - Donley and Welsh AF Budget November 15 2012.pdf

 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto: ] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 05:15 PM
To: Marie Sanderson < > 
Cc: Deborah Hohlt < >; Dustin Huffman >; Seth Levey

>; Katie Altshuler; Kinzel, Will <Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov>; Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: 11/19 MONDAY RGPPC Conference Call 
 
We will have a brief RGPPC policy call Monday 11/19 morning at 10:30 AM EST.  
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

 
Agenda:
 
Roll Call: Debbie- RGPPC

 
a)      RGPPC Education and Workforce Report (Debbie) Release is being postponed

until after the election to improve and add data. Please continue to send us workforce
and education examples.
 

b)      General Healthcare Update (Debbie):  Baton Rouge meeting is underway.  There
will be a conference call held to brief states that were unable to attend about
healthcare moving parts. An email will be sent for RSVP purposes soon.  . 

 
c)      RGPPC Master Contact List (Debbie) Last week electronically and at annual

meeting, you received a copy of RGPPC’s Master State Contact List for your state. If
you have not done so, please update and/or add/delete to any areas where our list is
inaccurate or incomplete (especially where we are missing personal email address).
 

d)      RGPPC Event Survey (Debbie):
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_Event_Survey . Thanks to those of you
who have already responded- feedback is extremely helpful as we plan 2013.
 

e)      NGA Update (Katie)
 

·         PPACA
·         Marketplace Fairness/Digital Goods
·         Fiscal Cliff/Tax Task force

 
f)       General House and Senate update (Will)



 
g)      Letter from Gov. Branstad and Gov. Gregoire to Air Force leadership  (Doug-

Iowa)- see attachment
 

h)      RGPPC Subcommittee updates (Marie): 
 

1.      Energy and Environment: Report released.
2.      Healthcare: Efforts in Baton Rouge- TBD
3.      Education/Workforce: Release is being postponed until after the election.

 
i)        Other business?

 
j)       Attachments:   Pew Report: Impact of the Fiscal Cliff on States. A copy of the report

is attached, and the webpage, including individual state fact sheets, is here:
http://www.pewstates.org/research/reports/the-impact-of-the-fiscal-cliff-on-the-
states-85899430339

 
 



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: 6/4 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 9:44:33 AM
Attachments: 2012-05-30-CRA Letter.docx

DEP Sec Krancer COMMITTEE FINAL TESTIMONY 5-30-12.pdf
DEP Sec Krancer SUBCOMMITTEE FINAL TESTIMONY 5-30-12.pdf

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto: ] 
Sent: Sunday, June 03, 2012 7:43 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie ; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier
(McConnell); White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: 6/4 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 6/4 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     RGPPC Events:  Registration extended until 6/7.  
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat



Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

 
b)     Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being updated from staff feedback.  A

new draft should be available by the end of this week.
CRA letter writing campaign, see letter attached.   
PA Secretary Michael Krancer Testimonies:  On fracking before House
Committee on Oversight and the Subcommittee on Technology,
Information etc. (Rep. Lankford).  The topic:  Rhetoric vs. Reality: Does
President Obama Really Support an "All-of-the-Above Energy
Strategy?  The Committee hearing was broad and covered all topics. 
The Subcommittee hearing focused on hydraulic fracturing. At Rep.
Lankford's request he covered the new BLM proposed rules and the
new EPA permitting guidance re fracking with diesel fuel.  Testimonies
attached; Press:
http://campaign2012.washingtonexaminer.com/blogs/beltway-
confidential/penn-obama-back/572936

 
2.       Healthcare: All states have received the report.  Individual state calls can be

set up to go through the report.  A new draft will be forwarded to state
before the Scottsdale Healthcare Symposium to review in our staff only
sessions. 

3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft of the report is being written. Special thanks to
states who have forwarded edits and again, thanks to GA and TN for their
hard work.  A draft will be forwarded to states prior to the Scottsdale
Education Symposium. 

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform.



 
 

c)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               

 
8. US Chamber of Commerce :: State-by-State breakdown of IP Jobs, GDP
and Wages
 
Marie,

 

I am pleased to share with you a first-of-its-kind economic study, titled “IP Creates Jobs for America”

from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Global Intellectual Property Center (GIPC). We have prepared

this report to illustrate the widespread impact and importance of intellectual property as it relates to

each state’s jobs, economic growth and competiveness. This study identifies the benefits of IP and the

55 million jobs directly and indirectly supported by IP-intensive industries as a significant driver of GDP,

exports, and wages in every state of the Union. 

 

To see the benefits of intellectual property in your specific state, please click HERE.
 
Would you be willing to push this out to Governors offices and their staff?
 

Thanks for any help you can be here.

 

 



 
 



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: 6/4 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 2:12:27 PM
Attachments: 2012-05-30-CRA Letter.docx

DEP Sec Krancer COMMITTEE FINAL TESTIMONY 5-30-12.pdf
DEP Sec Krancer SUBCOMMITTEE FINAL TESTIMONY 5-30-12.pdf

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Sunday, June 03, 2012 7:43 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; debbie ; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier
(McConnell); White, Brandi (McConnell)
Subject: 6/4 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 6/4 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     RGPPC Events:  Registration extended until 6/7.  
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat



Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

 
b)     Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being updated from staff feedback.  A

new draft should be available by the end of this week.
CRA letter writing campaign, see letter attached.   
PA Secretary Michael Krancer Testimonies:  On fracking before House
Committee on Oversight and the Subcommittee on Technology,
Information etc. (Rep. Lankford).  The topic:  Rhetoric vs. Reality: Does
President Obama Really Support an "All-of-the-Above Energy
Strategy?  The Committee hearing was broad and covered all topics. 
The Subcommittee hearing focused on hydraulic fracturing. At Rep.
Lankford's request he covered the new BLM proposed rules and the
new EPA permitting guidance re fracking with diesel fuel.  Testimonies
attached; Press:
http://campaign2012.washingtonexaminer.com/blogs/beltway-
confidential/penn-obama-back/572936

 
2.       Healthcare: All states have received the report.  Individual state calls can be

set up to go through the report.  A new draft will be forwarded to state
before the Scottsdale Healthcare Symposium to review in our staff only
sessions. 

3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft of the report is being written. Special thanks to
states who have forwarded edits and again, thanks to GA and TN for their
hard work.  A draft will be forwarded to states prior to the Scottsdale
Education Symposium. 

4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the
committee.

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform.



 
 

c)      Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               

 
8. US Chamber of Commerce :: State-by-State breakdown of IP Jobs, GDP
and Wages
 
Marie,

 

I am pleased to share with you a first-of-its-kind economic study, titled “IP Creates Jobs for America”

from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Global Intellectual Property Center (GIPC). We have prepared

this report to illustrate the widespread impact and importance of intellectual property as it relates to

each state’s jobs, economic growth and competiveness. This study identifies the benefits of IP and the

55 million jobs directly and indirectly supported by IP-intensive industries as a significant driver of GDP,

exports, and wages in every state of the Union. 

 

To see the benefits of intellectual property in your specific state, please click HERE.
 
Would you be willing to push this out to Governors offices and their staff?
 

Thanks for any help you can be here.

 

 



 
 



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Attachments: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:15:05 PM
Attachments: 2012 06 28 Medicaid Conf Call agenda.docx

2012 06 28 Medicaid Scotus Highlights.docx
2012 06 28 Politico Overview of Medicaid.pdf

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:  
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:18 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: Attachments: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
 
All- for today’s  staff call at 4:30 PM EST—please find attached:
 

1.        Agenda
2.        Medicaid overview
3.        Medicaid overview from Politico, attached and

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0612/77945.html
 
More information will be provided as we complete analysis.
 
Reminder, our governors will discuss all of this on their governors-only call on 7/3. Information was
forwarded earlier this week to you and your schedulers. 
 
-mts
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 12:16 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: SCOTUS Medicaid decision: call today at 4:30 EST
Importance: High
 



All: Quick update on the Medicaid opinion.
 

1.      CALL SCHEDULED FOR TODAY:  We will host a call at
4:30 EST today to discuss moving parts with a team of
experts.  1 800 653 7913  access code 4341764

2.     PRESS:  We realize many of you are torn with what to say
regarding the Medicaid expansion piece in your public
states.  We request that you continue indicate that your
state is studying the opinion. We will discuss this today on
the call.  We will discuss Medicaid expansion, MOEs,
healthcare exchanges and a number of other questions you
might have.   While the expansion piece is voluntary,
Medicaid is still a regulatory mess and other pieces of
PPACA for states appear to be intact. 

 
Thanks,
Marie
 

 

 

More:

http://www.scotusblog.com/2012/06/court-holds-that-states-have-choice-whether-to-

join-medicaid-expansion/

 
Court holds that states have choice whether to join
medicaid expansion
The Court’s decision on the constitutionality of the Medicaid expansion is divided and
complicated.  The bottom line is that: (1) Congress acted constitutionally in offering states
funds to expand coverage to millions of new individuals; (2) So states can agree to expand
coverage in exchange for those new funds; (3) If the state accepts the expansion funds, it
must obey by the new rules and expand coverage; (4) but a state can refuse to participate in
the expansion without losingall of its Medicaid funds; instead the state will have the option
of continue the its current, unexpanded plan as is.
 
 The votes for this outcome are divided among several opinions.  Three Justices – the Chief,
Justice Kagan, and Justice Breyer – took the position that depriving a state of all of its
Medicaid funding for refusing to agree to the new expansion would exceed Congress’s power
under the Spending Clause.  Although Congress may attach conditions to federal funds, they
concluded, it may not coerce states into accepting those conditions.  And in this case, taking
away all the states’ funds for the entirety of its Medicaid program just because it disagreed
with a piece of the program would be coercive.  But the remedy for that constitutional



violation is not to declare the expansion unconstitutional – such that even states that want
to participate would not have the option.  Instead, the plurality held that the provision of the
statute that authorized the Government to cut off all funds for non-compliance with the
expansion was unconstitutional.  The result is that states can choose to participate in the
expansion, must comply with the conditions attached to the new expansion funds if they
take that new money, but states can also choose to continue to participate only in the
unexpanded version of the program if they want.
 

Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor would have held the entire expansion program
constitutional, even the provision threatening to cut off all funding unless states agreed to
the expansion.  Their votes created a majority for the proposition that the overall expansion
was constitutional, and that states could choose to participate in the expansion and would
have to comply with the expansion conditions if they did.

 

But there was still no majority about what to do about the states that do not want to
participate in the expansion – the Chief Justice’s 3-Justice plurality voted to strike down the
provision allowing the Government to withhold all funds from states that reject the
expansion; Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor voted to uphold it.

 

The deadlock was broken by the dissenters.  Justice Scalia – writing on behalf of himself, and
Justices Kennedy, Thomas, and Alito – agreed with the Chief’s plurality that the threat to
withhold all funds was unconstitutionally coercive.  But they would have held that the
consequence is that the entire expansion program should be stricken.  The result would have
been that even states that wanted to participate in the program could not.  The plurality’s
approach of simply striking down the provision that allowed withholding all funds if the
state refused the expansion was, in the dissenters’ view, tantamount to rewriting the statute.
 

At this point, that meant that there were 2 votes to uphold the expansion in its entirety, 4
votes to strike the entire expansion down, and 3 votes to strike down only the provision
withholding all funds for non-compliance with the expansion mandate.  So where does that
leave things?

 

Fortunately (for the sake of clarity at least), Justices Ginsburg and Sotomayor resolved the
ambiguity by voting with the plurality on the remedy question.  That is, these Justices voted
that if the statute was unconstitutionally coercive, then the remedy would be only to strike
down the all-or-nothing sanction.
 

The consequence was a bottom line of 7 Justices – the Chief, Breyer, Kagan and the four
dissenters – finding the expansion unconstitutional.  But a different majority – the Chief,
Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan – held that the remedy for the violation was to



strike down only the provision allowing the federal government to withhold all Medicaid
funds unless a state agrees to the expansion.
 

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: FW: BLOG ALERT: Politicker NJ: Christie says Sebelius hasn"t answered his administration"s questions about

exchanges
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:05:41 PM

FYI:   New Jersey
 
 
Christie says Sebelius hasn't answered his administration's questions about exchanges
Max Pizarro

Politicker NJ

 

NEWARK – New Jersey will comply with the law of the land, the Affordable Healthcare Act, but Gov.

Chris Christie does not yet know how New Jersey will comply.

 

The federal government extended the deadline to Dec. 14 for New Jersey’s decision on how it wants to

participate in a healthcare exchange.

 

As part of the president’s healthcare reform, a state can set up its own exchange system, partner with

the federal government, or rely solely on the feds to operate the exchange.

 

Christie said he doesn’t know yet which of these he favors, in large part because he said his

administration’s questions to Health Secretary Kathleen Sebelius (pictured) have gone unanswered.

 

“We have sent letters and they have not been answered,” Christie told reporters at his press

conference today.

 

He said he thought he was inclined to do a statewide exchange but is worried the feds will saddle New

Jersey with more costs and he’s unwilling to allow that to happen.

 

“I need answers from the Obama administration,” Christie said. “I hope they don’t back us into a

decision by not giving me an answer.”

 

If Sibelius doesn’t respond, Christie said he’s probably likely to select a pure federal implementation of

the program so the state doesn’t own it without knowing the program’s full extent.



From: Lindsay Russell
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; cindy.sims@alaska.gov; honor.ingels@governor.alabama.gov;

rserote@az.gov; Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; JohnPatrick.Walsh
rob.jakubik ; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; macarter32
bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; ts  sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; ahorst@sba.IN.gov; bburdick@gov.IN.gov; cruhl@omb.in.gov;
Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov; doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov; adam.nordstrom@cch-llc.com;
hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; wags@la.gov; Jonathan.Ringo@la.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; GigliottiL@michigan.gov;
msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; valerie.j.harr@dhs.state.nj.us; janelcausey ;
kristacarman ; wstruble ; Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie
Altshuler; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us;
lgromis ; bnutt  nguillemard ; sarah.echols ;
twatkins ; Intern Sam Dulik; lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov;
jim.soyer@state.sd.us; Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov; mark.cate@tn.gov; will.cromer@tn.gov;
travisrichmond ; katyoder 99  chiproytexas ; brandymarty03
rspendlove@utah.gov; jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov; wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov;
eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov; ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov; Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov;
margaret.whatley@finance.alabama.gov

Subject: FW: BNA
Date: Wednesday, June 15, 2011 8:46:21 AM

More press coverage!

 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  |
 

115 DER A-13
Medicaid
GOP Governors Want More Flexibility, Including Medicaid
Block Grants, Fund Caps 
By Sarah Barr

06/15/2011

The Republican governors of 29 states June 13 said the states should

have greater flexibility to administer the Medicaid program—an

approach that would include rolling back the federal health reform law

and allowing financing arrangements such as block grants or capped

allotments.

In a letter to Rep. Fred Upton (R-Mich.) and Sen. Orrin G. Hatch (R-

Utah), the Republican governors said that as lawmakers consider

changes to the Medicaid program, they “should provide states and

territories a general healthcare framework where we can make



necessary adjustments without constantly seeking permission from the

federal government for changes that we already know work.”

Upton, chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, and

Hatch, ranking member of the Senate Finance Committee,  asked the

states May 23 to weigh in on how best to reform Medicaid.

Repeal of PPACA Sought

In the letter, the governors set forth seven principles they said should

guide changes to Medicaid, including that states and territories “have

the opportunity to innovate by using flexible, accountable financing

mechanisms that are transparent and that hold states accountable for

efficiency and quality healthcare.” Those mechanisms may include a

block grant, a capped allotment, or other financing arrangements,

according to the letter.

The governors also called for repeal of the Patient Protection and

Affordable Care Act, which they said further constrains states’efforts to

make Medicaid innovative and efficient.

As cash-strapped states grapple with budget shortfalls, many governors

have spoken about the need for additional flexibility in Medicaid,

although with varying degrees of enthusiasm about a total overhaul of

the program. Generally, Republican governors have embraced block

grants and their Democratic counterparts have criticized those

proposals.

The House budget includes a plan to convert Medicaid into a block

grant program; the Senate rejected that plan May 25 (102 DER G-10,

5/26/11). In addition, negotiations on a deficit reduction package are

ongoing in Congress, and any final package is likely to include changes

to health programs such as Medicare and Medicaid.

State-Federal Partnership Preferable

Meanwhile, two Medicaid directors said June 14  at a Medicaid

conference that their states are not in favor of block grants for the

program. Nancy V. Atkins, commissioner of the Bureau for Medical

Services in West Virginia and Mark Schaefer, director of the Medical



Care Administration in the Connecticut Department of Social Services,

both said the current financing structure for Medicaid is preferable to a

block grant system.

“Connecticut doesn't support the block grant concept,”Schaefer said.

“We like the security of what we've got now in our partnership with the

feds, and we feel that we've got the flexibility and the opportunity right

now in our relationship with the feds to innovate in health care service

delivery in the way that we need to.”

On June 13, Cindy Mann, director of the Center for Medicaid and State

Operations at CMS, said “I don't think that all governors think that a

block grant is a good solution for them.” She spoke at the sixth annual

Medicaid Congress, sponsored by health policy organizations and

private industry groups (See related report in this section.).

The letter is at http://op.bna.com/hl.nsf/r?Open=bbrk-8htpw4.

 



From: Lindsay Russell
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; cindy.sims@alaska.gov; honor.ingels@governor.alabama.gov;

rserote@az.gov; Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; JohnPatrick.Walsh ;
rob.jakubik  renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; macarter32@ ;
bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; ts ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; ahorst@sba.IN.gov; bburdick@gov.IN.gov; cruhl@omb.in.gov;
Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov; doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov; adam.nordstrom ;
hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; wags@la.gov; Jonathan.Ringo@la.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; GigliottiL@michigan.gov;
msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan ;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; valerie.j.harr@dhs.state.nj.us; janelcausey ;
kristacarman ; wstruble ; Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie
Altshuler; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us;
lgromis  bnutt@ ; nguillemard ; sarah.echols ;
twatkins@ ; Intern Sam Dulik; lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov;
jim.soyer@state.sd.us; Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov; mark.cate@tn.gov; will.cromer@tn.gov;
travisrichmond ; katyoder 99 ; chiproytexas ; brandymarty03
rspendlove@utah.gov; jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov; wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov;
eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov; ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov; Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov;
margaret.whatley@finance.alabama.gov

Subject: FW: BNA
Date: Wednesday, June 15, 2011 8:46:21 AM

More press coverage!

 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  |
 

115 DER A-13
Medicaid
GOP Governors Want More Flexibility, Including Medicaid
Block Grants, Fund Caps 
By Sarah Barr

06/15/2011

The Republican governors of 29 states June 13 said the states should

have greater flexibility to administer the Medicaid program—an

approach that would include rolling back the federal health reform law

and allowing financing arrangements such as block grants or capped

allotments.

In a letter to Rep. Fred Upton (R-Mich.) and Sen. Orrin G. Hatch (R-

Utah), the Republican governors said that as lawmakers consider

changes to the Medicaid program, they “should provide states and

territories a general healthcare framework where we can make



necessary adjustments without constantly seeking permission from the

federal government for changes that we already know work.”

Upton, chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, and

Hatch, ranking member of the Senate Finance Committee,  asked the

states May 23 to weigh in on how best to reform Medicaid.

Repeal of PPACA Sought

In the letter, the governors set forth seven principles they said should

guide changes to Medicaid, including that states and territories “have

the opportunity to innovate by using flexible, accountable financing

mechanisms that are transparent and that hold states accountable for

efficiency and quality healthcare.” Those mechanisms may include a

block grant, a capped allotment, or other financing arrangements,

according to the letter.

The governors also called for repeal of the Patient Protection and

Affordable Care Act, which they said further constrains states’efforts to

make Medicaid innovative and efficient.

As cash-strapped states grapple with budget shortfalls, many governors

have spoken about the need for additional flexibility in Medicaid,

although with varying degrees of enthusiasm about a total overhaul of

the program. Generally, Republican governors have embraced block

grants and their Democratic counterparts have criticized those

proposals.

The House budget includes a plan to convert Medicaid into a block

grant program; the Senate rejected that plan May 25 (102 DER G-10,

5/26/11). In addition, negotiations on a deficit reduction package are

ongoing in Congress, and any final package is likely to include changes

to health programs such as Medicare and Medicaid.

State-Federal Partnership Preferable

Meanwhile, two Medicaid directors said June 14  at a Medicaid

conference that their states are not in favor of block grants for the

program. Nancy V. Atkins, commissioner of the Bureau for Medical

Services in West Virginia and Mark Schaefer, director of the Medical



Care Administration in the Connecticut Department of Social Services,

both said the current financing structure for Medicaid is preferable to a

block grant system.

“Connecticut doesn't support the block grant concept,”Schaefer said.

“We like the security of what we've got now in our partnership with the

feds, and we feel that we've got the flexibility and the opportunity right

now in our relationship with the feds to innovate in health care service

delivery in the way that we need to.”

On June 13, Cindy Mann, director of the Center for Medicaid and State

Operations at CMS, said “I don't think that all governors think that a

block grant is a good solution for them.” She spoke at the sixth annual

Medicaid Congress, sponsored by health policy organizations and

private industry groups (See related report in this section.).

The letter is at http://op.bna.com/hl.nsf/r?Open=bbrk-8htpw4.

 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: FW: Brownback Administration will not support Obamacare exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:26:59 PM
Attachments: image002.png
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Brownback Administration will not support Obamacare exchange.pdf

Sorry for the flood of emails but many of you have asked for us to keep sending them…Here is KS.
 
-mts

 
From: media@ks.gov [mailto:media@ks.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 04:05 PM
To: Dugan, Mark [GO] 
Subject: Brownback Administration will not support Obamacare exchange 
 

 
 
 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 8, 2012

 

For more information:

Sherriene Jones-Sontag

785.368.7138 

media@ks.gov

 
 

Brownback Administration will not support Obamacare exchange
 

Topeka – Kansas Governor Sam Brownback issued the following statement today after notifying Kansas

Insurance Commissioner Sandy Praeger that he would not support her grant application to partner with the

federal government to create a state-federal partnership insurance exchange in Kansas.

 

“Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s participation in this

federal program.  My administration will not partner with the federal government to create a state-federal

partnership insurance exchange because we will not benefit from it and implementing it could costs Kansas

taxpayers millions of dollars.

 

“Any other elected official who supports implementation of a federal-state partnership exchange should pursue

legislation in the 2013 legislative session where lawmakers can debate and vote on the proposal.” 

 

###
 

Click below to connect on the Governor’s Social Networks:

 
 
---
You are currently subscribed to gov-stwide as:
To unsubscribe click here: https://list.da ks.gov/u?id=510066.a20224e258bd837199aa7a85d231246b&n=T&l=gov-



stwide&o=141886
(It may be necessary to cut and paste the above URL if the line is broken)
or send a blank email to leave-141886-510066.a20224e258bd837199aa7a85d231246b@list.da ks.gov
[Confidentiality notice:]
***********************************************************************
This e-mail message, including attachments, if any, is intended for the
person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential
or privileged information   Any unauthorized review, use, or disclosure
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Cc: debbie ; Dustin Huffman
Subject: FW: Cato@Liberty: If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, "The Whole Structure" of ObamaCare "Starts to Fall  Apart"
Date: Monday, November 05, 2012 3:07:47 PM

Making sure you guys saw Cato’s post today re OK
If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, ‘The Whole Structure’ of
ObamaCare ‘Starts to Fall Apart’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the Internal Revenue

Service’s unlawful attempt to impose ObamaCare’s taxes on exempt employers and individuals.

(Jonathan Adler and I plumb this issue in our forthcoming Health Matrix article, “Taxation Without

Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits Under the PPACA.”)

An article in the current issue of Business Insurance cites a couple of experts on the potential

impact of the lawsuit:

While the ramifications of the suit pending in the U.S. District Court in Muskogee, Okla., are

huge, the challenge brought last month has gotten little attention…

What is clear is that the outcome of the lawsuit could be crucial for the future of the health care

reform law, observers said.

If premium subsidies are not available in federally established exchanges, “No one would go to

those exchanges. The whole structure created by the health care reform law starts to fall

apart,” said Gretchen Young, senior vice president-health policy at the ERISA Industry

Committee in Washington.

“The health care reform law would become a meaningless law,” added Chantel Sheaks, a

principal with Buck Consultants L.L.C. in Washington.

For more, read here, here, here, here, here, here, here, and here.

Michael F. Cannon • November 5, 2012 @ 12:43 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/if-oklahoma-wins-lawsuit-the-whole-structure-of-obamacare-
starts-to-fall-apart/

 



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Cato@Liberty: If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, "The Whole Structure" of ObamaCare "Starts to Fall  Apart"
Date: Tuesday, November 06, 2012 9:03:50 AM

 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [mailto: ] 
Sent: Monday, November 05, 2012 3:08 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Cc: debbie  Dustin Huffman
Subject: FW: Cato@Liberty: If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, 'The Whole Structure' of ObamaCare 'Starts to
Fall Apart'
 
Making sure you guys saw Cato’s post today re OK
If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, ‘The Whole Structure’ of
ObamaCare ‘Starts to Fall Apart’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the Internal Revenue

Service’s unlawful attempt to impose ObamaCare’s taxes on exempt employers and individuals.

(Jonathan Adler and I plumb this issue in our forthcoming Health Matrix article, “Taxation Without

Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits Under the PPACA.”)

An article in the current issue of Business Insurance cites a couple of experts on the potential

impact of the lawsuit:

While the ramifications of the suit pending in the U.S. District Court in Muskogee, Okla., are

huge, the challenge brought last month has gotten little attention…

What is clear is that the outcome of the lawsuit could be crucial for the future of the health care

reform law, observers said.

If premium subsidies are not available in federally established exchanges, “No one would go to

those exchanges. The whole structure created by the health care reform law starts to fall

apart,” said Gretchen Young, senior vice president-health policy at the ERISA Industry

Committee in Washington.

“The health care reform law would become a meaningless law,” added Chantel Sheaks, a

principal with Buck Consultants L.L.C. in Washington.

For more, read here, here, here, here, here, here, here, and here.

Michael F. Cannon • November 5, 2012 @ 12:43 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/if-oklahoma-wins-lawsuit-the-whole-structure-of-obamacare-
starts-to-fall-apart/

 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: Dennis Smith on "Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform"
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 10:11:41 PM

ICYMI

Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform

By Dennis G. Smith | 7/9/2012

Last week's Supreme Court decision on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) guarantees the debate over health care will continue. Supporters of PPACA
want to convince the public that everything is settled and any opposition is just
politics.
 
But opponents are not out to score political points. We believe now, as we did two
years ago, that the economic assumptions used in the debate are flawed and the
policies are wrong for the nation.

Since the Court's decision, the law's supporters insist that Obama policies are
successful because the cost of health care is declining. But that is not the case.
Americans know that cost and spending are not the same thing. If the cost of a car is
too high, a family won't buy one, which means their spending is lower.
 
Health care spending has slowed, but for the wrong reason -- the lingering recession.
Demand is lower because fewer people now have health insurance than when the
President's term of office began. In 2008, 42.7 million individuals were uninsured
according to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). CMS estimates
there will be 48.6 million people without insurance in 2013. It is hard to see how this
could be considered an accomplishment.

Even the government's own actuaries say that the slowdown in health spending now
and into the future is unrelated to PPACA. PPACA hides and shifts costs; it does not
lower them.
 
Most Americans already believe we are spending too much, not too little, on health
care and that is what this debate should be focusing on once again. True health care
reform must tackle the root causes of our health care costs and put individuals at the



center of decision-making.

Those who support expanding Medicaid insist that a state cannot pass up "free" federal
money or that if we don't expand, the money will go to another state. This is the kind
of thinking that got us into the deficit and debt troubles we are in.
 
First, there is no such thing as "free" federal money. The federal government has no
money of its own and it gets the money it spends from the same people the state
government does. Regardless of who the tax collector is, the impact on the taxpayer is
the same.
 
Second, Wisconsin won't "lose" Medicaid dollars to other states as some argue because
each state gets its share of federal Medicaid funding regardless of what happens in
another state. Finally, hospitals, doctors, and other health care professionals would
receive higher payments under the new tax credits that will be used to purchase
private insurance rather than under Medicaid.

The Court's decision reveals that PPACA is an enormous and regressive tax. The result
may well be that lower income individuals pay the tax but won't qualify for either
PPACA's new tax credits or for Medicaid. Some groups will press states to fix this
inequity, but that burden rests with the authors of PPACA who deliberately chose a
Medicaid expansion because it would be cheaper for the federal government.

PPACA took a layer cake approach to health care and stratified Americans according to
income levels. But Americans should not be required to live their lives according to
poorly designed federal government programs and rules. The best way to expand
health insurance coverage is to get the economy moving again and Americans back to
work.

PPACA was flawed from the start. The American people rightfully expect a new
beginning to the health care debate.

Dennis Smith is Wisconsin's secretary of health services.
=



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: Eight Ways Obamacare Has Harmed Americans This Year
Date: Thursday, December 29, 2011 10:31:52 AM

Good summary of info, ICYMI.

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Mobile 
www.RGPPC.com<http://www.rgppc.com/>
<http://www.rga.org/>

________________________________
From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC) [Chris_Jacobs@rpc.senate.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2011 8:19 PM
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: Eight Ways Obamacare Has Harmed Americans This Year

Yesterday the Administration released a blog post<http://1.usa.gov/v8gnhZ> claiming eight ways in
which Obamacare is helping Americans.  But in reality, there are far more ways in which the law is
wreaking havoc on Americans’ health care and economic security.  Herewith are just eight (plus one!) of
the ways in which Obamacare has harmed millions of Americans during 2011:

Higher Premiums:  One of the “success stories” cited in the White House blog post involved a premium
increase<http://1.usa.gov/uSFl3Y> in Oregon lowered to “only” about 10 percent.  But Candidate
Obama repeatedly promised<http://bit.ly/p8EjoH> his health care plan would LOWER premiums by
$2,500 per family, and do so within his first term<http://bit.ly/ql8gYQ>.  So a 10 percent premium
increase represents yet another broken promise by this Administration.  Sadly, skyrocketing premium
increases remain the norm: The price of the average employer-sponsored plan ROSE by more than
$2,200 per family<http://bit.ly/qVOce7> since Obama was first elected in 2008<http://bit.ly/qAos02>,
according to studies from the Kaiser Family Foundation.

Jobs Disappearing:  All over the country, firms are having to lay off workers as a result of Obamacare’s
tax increases and regulations.  Last month, device manufacturer Stryker
announced<http://bit.ly/rZO8SP> that it would be shedding “five percent of its workforce over concerns
about the impending 2.3 percent medical device tax prescribed by” Obamacare.  And in October, one
insurance carrier announced plans<http://dmreg.co/rzDMCC> to eliminate 110 jobs in Nebraska and
Iowa as a “fairly predictable consequence” of Obamacare’s regulations.  That’s a long way from the 4
million jobs Speaker Pelosi claimed<http://bit.ly/tR9Klh> Obamacare would create.

Jobs Not Being Created:  Just this week, the owner of the Carl’s Jr. franchise wrote an op-
ed<http://bloom.bg/sAXX6F> in which he discussed the uncertainty surrounding Obamacare, and the
fact that his business will reduce capital spending and hiring in anticipation of higher health care costs. 
Other experts agree: Investment firm UBS has said<http://bit.ly/uyNFVK> Obamacare is “arguably the
biggest impediment to hiring,” and the President of the Atlanta Fed said<http://bit.ly/ob8VAe> “we've
frequently heard strong comments to the effect of ‘my company won't hire a single additional worker
until we know what health insurance costs are going to be.’”

Lost Coverage:  The Galen Institute recently released a paper<http://bit.ly/s5PnQF> chronicling all the
plans that have dropped coverage since Obamacare was enacted into law – literally dozens of plans
affecting millions of consumers nationwide.  Sadly, these results are far from atypical; the
Administration’s own estimates<http://1.usa.gov/fSVgrZ> found that half of all employers – and up to
80% of all small businesses – would lose their current health plan by 2013.



Paperwork Galore:  Already, the Administration has released more than 10,000 pages of regulations and
notices regarding Obamacare – and the effects are echoing throughout the health care system.  USA
Today recently reported<http://usat.ly/u8asxz> that some medical facilities are actually laying off
clinical staff to hire more administrative employees to deal with Obamacare-related paperwork.  And one
hospital in Alabama decided<http://bit.ly/trIwaH> to start imposing a new $25 annual fee on its
patients to cover the “huge increase in paperwork” and “mountains of new forms” resulting from
Obamacare.

Waivers and Favors:  One obvious symbol of Obamacare’s onerous impacts on Americans’ health
insurance is the myriad exemptions being granted from the law.  As of July, the Administration
approved a whopping 1,578 waivers<http://bit.ly/hqmUmf> exempting 3.4 million Americans, many of
whom are in union plans, from just some of the law’s mandates.  Even Senate Democrats were forced
to send a letter<http://1.usa.gov/uIb7dG> to the Administration asking for a separate waiver from one
of Obamacare’s provisions, noting that the law “may cause disruption for farmers and others in the
agricultural sector.”

You Can’t Spell Insurance Without I-R-S:  The Wall Street Journal reported<http://on.wsj.com/fJ6wJd>
on the consequences of just one of Obamacare’s tax increases – restrictions on consumer-directed
health accounts like Flexible Spending Arrangements (FSAs) and Health Savings Accounts (HSAs).  New
paperwork requirements led physicians to revolt: “‘I am now doing the IRS’s work, and that’s what I
resent most,’” said one pediatrician.  And that’s not the only IRS-related provision bogged down in
paperwork: An Inspector General report<http://1.usa.gov/srb1zB> recently revealed that takeup of the
small business tax credit has been far short of predictions, possibly because claiming the credit involves
filling out seven different worksheets<http://1.usa.gov/tgXxEq>.

Raising Mandates, Raising Costs:  The 15-page guidance<http://bit.ly/vIE0Zh> released by HHS earlier
this month gives states the “flexibility” to impose more benefit mandates, not fewer.  It does so by
allowing states to mandate an extremely rich benefit package, and do so without paying for the financial
consequences of their decision – because the costs instead will be foisted on federal taxpayers funding
insurance subsidies in that state.  At this rate, the Congressional Budget Office
estimate<http://1.usa.gov/h37kt2> of a $2,100 per family increase in individual insurance premiums
due to Obamacare could very well be an under-estimate.

States Saddled by Mandates:  The annual State Expenditure Report<http://bit.ly/utB4cb> released by
the National Association of State Budget Officers revealed that Medicaid is consuming an ever-larger
portion of state budgets, much faster than spending on education, corrections, or transportation.  And
the reason why Medicaid is crowding out other portions of state budgets is Obamacare; at a time when
states face budget deficits totaling a collective $175 billion<http://bit.ly/hUAcsX>, Obamacare is
imposing new unfunded mandates of at least $118 billion<http://bit.ly/i2bJtL>.  Earlier this month the
non-partisan Lewin Group released an analysis<http://bit.ly/rUbjD3> of the Rhode Island Medicaid
program’s global compact waiver, revealing that the state saved tens of millions of dollars through
flexibility – progress made despite the Obama Administration’s efforts, not because of them.  While
other states could achieve similar savings, the Administration has refused governors’
multiple<http://bit.ly/hUAcsX> requests<http://bit.ly/gtbEmd> for flexibility from the new Medicaid
mandates included in Obamacare.

Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946



From: Thomasian, John
To: Reps
Subject: FW: E-introduction and Update on CMS Release of Regulations
Date: Friday, July 08, 2011 3:26:48 PM
Attachments: Krista Drobac.vcf

Krista Drobac Bio.docx
Financial Models Supporting Integrated Care SMD.pdf
Dual Eligible letter fom the Secretary.pdf

Please see below information regarding upcoming regulations from HHS.  Please feel free to contact
Krista if you have any questions; Krista and Heather will keep you posted on all announcements as
they become available.
 
John Thomasian
Director, Center for Best Practices
National Governors Association, Suite 267
444 North Capitol Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Office: 202-624-7881
Mobile:
Center website:  www.nga.org/Center
 

From: Drobac, Krista 
Sent: Friday, July 08, 2011 4:23 PM
To: Thomasian, John
Subject: FW: E-introduction and Update on CMS Release of Regulations
 
 
 

From: National Governors Association [mailto:healthadvisors@talk.nga.org] 
Sent: Friday, July 08, 2011 4:14 PM
To: Health Policy Advisors
Subject: E-introduction and Update on CMS Release of Regulations

Good Afternoon Health Policy Advisors:

I wanted to write to introduce myself and update you on several regulations from CMS.
 
First,  I am the new Director of the Health Division in the Center for Best Practices at the National
Governors Association.  I have attached my bio and e-card.  Please do not hesitate to call me if I can
be of any assistance.  I look forward to meeting and working with all of you.  If any of you plan to
attend the NGA Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City, please let me know and I will look you up.
 
Second, we expect a number of important regulatory announcements from CMS over the next few
weeks and months.  As these occur, we will provide you with information as quickly as possible.  We
plan to send you analysis of the implications of the insurance exchange regulations (see below) and
host briefings via conference calls to give you all an opportunity to discuss and analyze the
regulations.



 
CMS Announcement on Dual Eligibles
Today, CMS made an announcement regarding dual eligibles.  Summarized below are the three
initiatives, including the testing of two shared savings models.  The first model is a capitated
approach to integration for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees and the second is a managed fee-for-
service (FFS) approach to integration.  CMS will also implement a demonstration to improve health
outcomes for nursing facility residents and CMS will launch a technical assistance resource center to
assist all states in coordinating care for high-need, high-cost beneficiaries.  Attached is the letter
sent to Governors and State Medicaid Directors regarding the new initiatives.
 
Demonstration Program to Test Financial Models for Improved Care Coordination
The CMS Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation will test two financial models to determine
whether they save money while preserving or enhancing the quality of care.  Interested states can
send a letter of intent and work with CMS to determine whether they meet established standards
and conditions.  The Innovation Center will approve qualifying States that collectively serve up to 1
to 2 million dual eligibles. 
CMS Fact Sheet: Testing Financial Models to Support State Efforts to Coordinate Care for Medicare-
Medicaid Enrollees
 
Demonstration to Improve Care Quality for Nursing Facility Residents
CMS will competitively select and partner with independent organizations that will provide
enhanced clinical services to people in approximately 150 nursing homes. Initiatives should be
targeted to improve health outcomes and reduce preventable hospitalizations.
CMS Fact Sheet: Demonstration to Improve Care Quality for Nursing Facility Residents
 
Technical Assistance Resource Center Available to States
CMS announced it has created a resource center to assist states in delivering coordinated health
care to high-cost beneficiaries.  This resource center will focus on helping states in promoting
coordinated care and reducing costs.
CMS Fact Sheet: Technical Assistance Resource Center Available to States
 
CMS Announcement on Health Insurance Exchanges
CMS will be releasing a series of regulations on Health Insurance Exchanges, the first of which is
expected to be released on Monday morning and cover the operations of Exchanges, including the
requirements for the establishment and operation of an Exchange and requirements for certifying
health plans for participation.  Also included will be information about navigators and SHOP
Exchanges.  Subsequent regulations will include tax eligibility and enrollment requirements and risk
adjustment.
 
Krista Drobac
Director, Health Division
Center for Best Practices
National Governors Association, Suite 267
444 North Capitol Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001



Office: 202-624-7872
Cell:
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

 --

You are currently subscribed to [healthadvisors] as kdrobac@nga.org..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-198191-
159571.b491b77c557a42cf75ab8777e8236649@talk.nga.org..
 
Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org
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dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited. If you have received this communication in error,
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 28, 2012

 
CONTACT: Press Office

(202) 226-4972

 

Court’s Ruling on Medicaid Disrupts Obamacare and
Leaves More Unanswered Questions for States

 

Obamacare proponents frequently claim that the law will cover approximately 30 million

people when fully implemented. However, how they plan to achieve this goal is rarely

discussed. In addition to exchange subsidies, approximately 20 million individuals will be

swept into a massive Medicaid expansion in 2014. Governors across the country opposed this

Medicaid expansion because it would tie their hands with new federal mandates and would

ultimately require significant state financial resources.

 

Today, the Supreme Court ruled that the federal government cannot punish states by cutting

off all Medicaid funds to those that choose not to participate in the massive program and

spending expansion. While this small decision is good news for states’ rights, it raises new

questions about the cost and construct of the law. Should a state decide to exercise its

constitutional right to reject an unaffordable Medicaid expansion, what will it mean for the

other Medicaid mandates attached to the law? How many more people will be pushed into a

system of subsidies and government control? And, how much more will that cost

the taxpayers? Federal government costs could spike even higher because more Americans

will be pushed into government-approved and taxpayer-funded subsidized

exchanges. Meanwhile, states are still facing burdensome maintenance of effort requirements

and other provisions that drive up their costs and prevent them from taking innovative

approaches to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of their Medicaid programs. 

 

The ruling creates more uncertainty for states trying to navigate Obamacare’s intricate web.

That's why Republicans are committed to repealing the law in its entirety so we can pursue

health care reforms on a clean slate and enact common-sense, step-by-step reforms that

protect Americans’ access to the care they need, from the doctor they choose, at a lower

cost.

 

###
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Steve Mullins
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Exchange information
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:41:26 AM
Attachments: AEI Making Effective Connections.docx

FYI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto  
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Marie Sanderson > 
Cc: Dustin Huffman < > 
Subject: Exchange information 
 
Chiefs, Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI and various
news clips today on the subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16 extension at the end of the
email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We will continue to provide you with
information as we access it.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act — not going too far to embrace the law,
which remains divisive with the public and anathema to conservatives, but also not skipping a chance
to wrest authority from the federal government.
 
Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press)
McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint for the state-
run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance exchange. "The only logical
decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don't have the answers for Virginia. They're
telling us we have two years to build an exchange. It's expensive….I don't want to buy a pig-in-a-poke
for Virginia taxpayers."
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch)
“Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way really is limited,”
Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate for the federal government to
administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s participation in
this federal program. My administration will not partner with the federal government to create a
state-federal partnership insurance exchange because we will not benefit from it and implementing
it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of dollars.



 
Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision until notifying
federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an exchange once federal agencies
wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability to design its own program.
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday that's still his
thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal government. The deadline
for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that it won't be
running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin under the federal health
care law. That means that the federal government will step in to create an insurance exchange in
Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion and the costly
subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily dependent on state
compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that states are not at the mercy of the
federal government. Many state officials realize that there is little upside to joining forces with
Washington in implementing this disastrous endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability of
Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the last major
entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets off a stiff competition for
taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in
particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another checkpoint on
Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track to begin enrolling people in
one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about the November deadline,” Leavitt’s Smith
said. “I would be focused on the actual deadline, in January, to show you can make this work.” With
benchmarks looming, and the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican governors
seem to be in the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether to build online
marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and small businesses can shop for
health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid programs to reach many more low-income
people.
 



Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to set up their
own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the federal government will step
in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 

HHS Expected to Give States More Time on Exchange
Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide whether

they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human Services by that

date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that will launch in 2014, create a

state-federal partnership or let the federal government operate the exchange in their area.

Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to operate the

marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are

interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to determine whether

there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for them to set up their own new

health benefit marketplaces.

Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-148, PL 111-

152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid exchange before the

election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a show of support for the statute, many

may be interested in exerting some control over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the

alternative would be one run by Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government operate an

exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned the state government

from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states refusing to run a state-administered

exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own state-run

exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that are posted on the

agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases, governors

who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state legislators. On Wednesday,

Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would prefer to have the state run its own

insurance exchange program than leave it to federal officials. But state legislators in his party

chimed in with criticism, saying that the legislature would not go along with the creation of a



state-based exchange. Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.

 
 



From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Steve Mullins
Subject: FW: Final Brief attached: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in Supreme Court

Case Challenging Obamacare
Date: Monday, February 13, 2012 4:13:01 PM
Attachments: 2012 2 13 Healthcare Amicus Brief Final.pdf

Final Brief on this. 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2012 1:27 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Final Brief attached: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in
Supreme Court Case Challenging Obamacare
 
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson  
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2012 1:29 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Conrad, Matt (GOV); Debbie Hohlt; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: Final Brief attached: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in
Supreme Court Case Challenging Obamacare
 
For those of you waiting on the final brief, please find it attached.  Thanks again for your patience
and for working with us.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2012 1:00 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Conrad, Matt (GOV); Debbie Hohlt; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: FW: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in Supreme Court Case
Challenging Obamacare
 
All:
 
Please find the press release which was just sent regarding the filing of the amicus brief. Please let
us know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 



Sent: Monday, February 13, 2012 12:53 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in Supreme Court Case
Challenging Obamacare
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-8389
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in

Supreme Court Case Challenging Obamacare
 
The Republican Governors Association policy arm, the Republican Governors Public Policy
Committee, filed an amicus brief with the United States Supreme Court arguing against the
constitutionality of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  The brief was filed
through Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli and the Commonwealth of Virginia.
 
The filing marks the first time that the Republican Governors Public Policy Committee has
ever submitted an amicus brief to the Supreme Court.
 
“While the amicus focuses on the individual mandate, this case is about far more than just
that component,” said RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell.  “The Obama administration’s
healthcare takeover grants sweeping authority to the federal bureaucracy to dictate to
individuals, churches, charities, hospitals, schools, businesses and states how they must
operate. This is the opposite of the vision of America set forth by our nation’s founders.”
 
“At its core, this case is about the future of America, and whether we maintain our identity as
a federal republic, or creep ever closer to a centralized government in which all the power
flows out of Washington,” McDonnell concluded.
 
The full brief can be found by clicking HERE, and a summary of its arguments is below:
 

SUMMARY
 

I.          THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY ATTACHING TO PPACA
IS WEAK OWING TO THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS EMPLOYED IN ITS
ENACTMENT.  There is doctrinal and philosophical support for such a presumption resting
upon notions of separation of powers, particularly where it appears PPACA was not passed
through any process resembling regular order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late
on Christmas Eve 2009 as a floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative
vehicle was a House tax bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in
PPACA.   PPACA passed the Senate on cloture with considerable minority protest. To the
extent that a presumption of constitutionality arises from regular order and a hard look by
Congress at the limits of its own power, those conditions are simply not present.           
 



II.        THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED
THE POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A GOOD OR SERVICE
FROM ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXISTENCE OF THAT
POWER.  In the case of PPACA, the lack of historical precedent was well known to
Congress before it acted.  At the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires
American citizens to purchase a good or service from other citizens, namely, a health
insurance policy.  When the Senate Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research
Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty would be constitutional, the response was
equivocal:  "Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce
Clause is perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is a novel
issue whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to purchase a good or a
service."      
 
III.       THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CONTRARY TO THE TEXT OF THE
COMMERCE CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS.     
 
A.        The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the Commerce
Clause.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or mutual change of
goods, wares, productions, or property of any kind, between nations or individuals, either by
barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  This is commerce.  Its hallmarks are
spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a command to buy something.  The claim that
commerce means not commercial activity but mere passivity is violently discordant with any
normal use of the word commerce at the founding or at any subsequent time.  
 
B.        The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted Makes it
Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods or
Services From Another Citizen.  The founding generation would have regarded as
preposterous any suggestion that Great Britain could have solved its colonial problems by
commanding Americans to purchase tea under the generally conceded power of parliament to
regulate commerce.      
 
C.        There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a Citizen to
Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen.  Because this regime viewed the
regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or threatened
harm to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the
Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The
question thus becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that
has extended the Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?
 
D.        The Mandate and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the
Commerce Clause and Associated Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by
Supreme Court Precedent. "[E]ven if [an] activity be local and though it may not be
regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by Congress if it exerts a
substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this irrespective of whether such
effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct' or 'indirect.'"  Wickard,
317 U.S.  at 125 (emphasis added).  Wickard marks the affirmative outer limits of the
Commerce Clause.  

 
Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that

Congress can regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the channels of



interstate commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce," and (3) "activities
that substantially affect interstate commerce."  U.S. v. Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59.  “[T]he
Federal balance is too essential a part of our constitutional structure and plays too vital a role
in securing freedom for us to admit inability to intervene when one or the other level of
Government has tipped the scales too far."  Id. at 578.
           

None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  This Court
elsewhere has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is limited by general
principles of federalism independent of any direct prohibition.  Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706
(1999) ("When a 'Law . . . for carrying into Execution' the Commerce Clause violates the
principle of state sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a
'Law . . . proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words
of The Federalist, 'merely [an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'")
(citing Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-24).  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate
and penalty might be to the congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under
the Necessary and Proper Clause.           
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Fw:
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:52:00 AM

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com
 

From: Marie Sanderson [ ] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:51 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw:
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
To: Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Wed Mar 28 11:43:00 2012
Subject:

This should be the final version. We know that OK, MI and NJ aren’t participating and this has 26
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
GOP Governors Detail the Cost of Obamacare on the States

 
As the Supreme Court today hears arguments about the impact upon the states of expanding
Medicaid, the Republican Governors Association released information from states highlighting the
costs of expanding Medicaid and implementing the health care law.
 
“President Obama’s federal health care takeover was enacted by Democrats in Congress over the
objection of governors and with little regard for the costs to the states,” said RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell. “The federal health care law shifts billions of dollars in unfunded, long-term costs to



state governments while restricting the ability of governors to craft Medicaid solutions for the
citizens of their states. This one-size-fits-all approach is yet another reason why the health care law
needs to be replaced, and Republican governors have offered a blueprint for true reform. The
current law is simply unaffordable, unsustainable and unworkable.”
 
Costs to the States:
 

Alabama
 
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and
in the near future.
 
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2
Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.
 
Medicaid Expansion Details

·         By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This
is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less
than 133% of the federal poverty level.
 

·         Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and
400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would
increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to
about 40% of the population.
 

·         Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new
population.
 

·         This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal
government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.
 

·         HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll
and manage the new recipients.
 

·         Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds.
Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate
between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching
rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and
Medicaid.

 
Alaska

 
Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and
continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget
of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the
Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation.
 
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds
to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss
of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in
Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state



general fund expenditures.
 
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over
the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that
cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While
direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in
later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing
impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.
 

Arizona
 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions,
are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully
implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual
Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to
100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching
rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full
federal financing).

 
Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid
spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state
general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected
deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return
the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s
Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in
population due to the PPACA.
 

Florida
 
According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion
will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians
to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 
Georgia

 
The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an
estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs. 
This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between
FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more
federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of
new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the
impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.
 

Idaho
 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid
caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase
in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost
attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be
$228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid
system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million.
 
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement



because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State
legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and
designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will
be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs
related to the expansion. 
 
In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to
design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is
working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the
Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections. 
 

Indiana
 
The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid
expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.
 
A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M annually. This is in
addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there
will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange
is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 
Iowa

 
As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures.
Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of
Iowa General Fund expenditures.
 
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time
money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex
funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 
 
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will
increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of
implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered
lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this
expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255
million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The
uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.
 
Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will
have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is
vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements
continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care
providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most. 

 
Kansas

 
Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will
continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from
$2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period,



enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated
PPACA expansion. 
 
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the
federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP
program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to
raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 
 
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track
Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to
implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will
incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services
and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based
Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the
federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the
program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 
Louisiana

Obamacare is expected to cost Louisiana a total of $7 billion in additional state general funds
over the next 10 years.

Obamacare will increase Medicaid rolls by 645,843 over the next 10 years at a cost of $3.69
billion in state general funds.

High costs of the IT systems needed to implement the expansions and the link to the Exchange
(whether state-run or federal) are estimated to cost $162 million in state general funds.

Increase payments to primary care providers, increased utilization for physicians and hospitals
are estimated to cost $2.6 billion in state general funds.

Maine
 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009
to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over
one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers
have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of
increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians
have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care
services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As
Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and
the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make
necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.

 
Mississippi

 
The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next
ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.
 

Nebraska
 
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska
estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health



Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange
project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and
regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5
million per year starting in 2016.
 

Nevada
 
In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General
Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through
2019.

 
New Mexico

 
With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 –
175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600
million between 2014 and 2019.
 

North Dakota
 
With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional
Medicaid spending is $106 million over 10 years.

 
Ohio

 
The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services.
These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-
term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on
how to manage the program.

 
Pennsylvania

 
Pennsylvania's Medicaid spending has doubled over the past ten years and it now comprises
31% of the state’s budget. It has grown four times faster than K-12 spending, and nine times
faster than transportation spending.  Even before the healthcare bill passed, Medicaid has been
on an unsustainable path.  Under this law, these statistics will only get worse.  Pennsylvania will
see an additional 800,000 individuals on the Medicaid rolls adding a significant burden to the
budget and taxpayers. As the Medicaid population continues to increase and state revenues
continue to not keep pace, the mandates of the maintenance of effort requirement and the lack of
any meaningful flexibility within the program will  severely hamper virtually all other aspects of
the state budget.  States simply cannot afford Obamacare.  Their budgets will be crushed by the
Medicaid expansion that the federal establishment is forcing on them.  Americans deserve a
vibrant, robust, competitive and transparent health care system that puts patients and quality
first, focuses on personal responsibility, not a large government takeover that shifts the costs
from the federal government to state tax payers.  

 
South Carolina

 
Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the
Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid.
The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020
ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate
and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.



 
South Dakota

 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply
with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the
MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop
providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on
Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or
quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are
counter-productive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.
 

Tennessee
 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming
fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels.
Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to
the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone
just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line
with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more
people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of
need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change.
 
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost
the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make
common sense adjustments to the program.
 

Texas
 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of
the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the
program.
 
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27
billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care
rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid
Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.



Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming
Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the
federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas
Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid
and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.
 

Utah
 
The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional
burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours,
equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent
on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department
$112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred
by the Commissioner or our actuary
 

Virginia
 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the
State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been
updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of
economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of
PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study
completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-
mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will
cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through
2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 -
$500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the
process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of
2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in
Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis
and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 
Wisconsin

 
If implemented, the PPACA will force a heavy financial burden upon the people of Wisconsin
through increased health insurance premiums, the expansion of Medicaid, and a new
entitlement that will create new inequities among working families.  Moreover, much of the
new spending will not be used to increase coverage in Wisconsin, which has already achieved
the levels of insurance that is aspired to under PPACA.  Public dollars will simply displace private
dollars at a higher cost. 
 
New estimates from the Obama Administration and the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) demonstrate that Medicaid enrollment will be higher than previously estimated.  The
Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) believes that increased enrollment among
currently eligible individuals and retention of higher income children due to Maintenance of
Effort (MOE) requirements will drive up the cost to the state.  However, the direct burden on
the state budget remains uncertain.  New eligibility rules will result in some individuals migrating



into and out of Medicaid.  Rules on federal matching rates that are critical to our fiscal analysis
have not been finalized.
 
More than 750,000 childless adults, parents, caretakers, and children are already enrolled in
Wisconsin Medicaid programs.  There will be no additional federal assistance for the vast
majority of these individuals and future enrollees.  Some additional federal assistance will apply
only to a relatively small number of individuals.  Whether the federal government will “buy out”
the state share of some eligibility groups is unknown at this time.  It will matter little to
taxpayers whether the costs will count as federal or state expenditures.  Increased federal
control over the management of the Medicaid program is stifling innovation and threatens to
unnecessarily drive up costs.

 
Wyoming

 
The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state
general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in
state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of
approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The
Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in
2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge
bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in
2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing
a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general
funds after the 90/10 federal match.
 
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our
private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets
conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an
average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations
effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into
the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in
premiums in the individual market.
 
Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than
other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing
insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to
avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that
it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will
be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered
lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.
 
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will
remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured
in our state.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Fwd: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
Date: Monday, February 13, 2012 8:39:00 AM

 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Sunday, February 12, 2012 7:56 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Fw: Fwd: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
 
FYI
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Sunday, February 12, 2012 07:55 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Subject: Fwd: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points 
 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: February 12, 2012 15:29:06 CST
To: Marie Sanderson < >
Cc: Mike Schrimpf <mschrimpf@RGA.ORG>, Jon Thompson <jthompson@RGA.ORG>,
Mike Adams <MAdams@RGA.ORG>, Lindsay Russell < >, "Conrad,
Matt (GOV)" <Matt.Conrad@governor.virginia.gov>, "Kent, Martin (GOV)"
<Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov>
Subject: FW: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points

Good Afternoon Action Officers and Healthcare Leads:
 
Your Communication staff received the following talking points from RGA/RGPPC today
re the Amicus brief release tomorrow.  Copied to this email are Mike Schrimpf, Comm
Director, and Jon Thompson, Press Secretary, of our communications shop if you have
any questions.  You may contact me as well. 
 
As soon as we receive the final brief in the morning, we will circulate.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
 



Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
Repulican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rga.org/

 
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Sunday, February 12, 2012 2:03 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Jon Thompson
Subject: Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
 
Hello,
 
Some of you asked for talking points about the amicus/PPACA. Please find those below.
 
Best,
 
Mike
 

Amicus Brief and PPACA Talking Points
 

Amicus Brief Topline Talking Points
 

The amicus brief has three main arguments:
 
1.        The presumption of Constitutionality attaching to PPACA is weak

owing to the irregular parliamentary process employed in its
enactment.

 
2.        The fact that Congress has never before required a citizen to

purchase a good or service from another citizen negates the
existence of that power.

 
3.        The individual mandate and penalty are contrary to the text of the

commerce clause and foundational understandings
 
While the amicus focuses on the individual mandate, this case is about far more
than just the individual mandate. The Obama administration’s healthcare
takeover grants sweeping authority to the federal bureaucracy to dictate to
individuals, churches, charities, hospitals, schools, businesses and states how
they must operate. This is the opposite of the vision of America set forth by our
nation’s founders.

 
General PPACA Talking Points



 
1.                   The Obama Administration has failed to adequately respond to

the states requests for more flexibility: unfunded mandates,
maintenance of effort, healthcare exchanges, denied waivers.

 
a.       Essential to note: Republican governors proactively offered 31

specific solutions for reforming and saving Medicaid, but
received no response from the White House.
 

2.       True cost of Obamacare after the Democrats’ budget gimmicks are
removed is $2.5 trillion.
 

3.       States cannot afford Obamacare, and the White House’s failure to
work with the states creates more uncertainty for both state budgets,
which in turns creates uncertainty for businesses who don’t know how
states will pay for Obamacare’s provisions.

 

4.       ObamaCare is driving up premiums and jeopardizing coverage for
millions of Americans.  President Obama promised he would make
our economy stronger, but policies like ObamaCare have made it
worse.

 

a.       The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Service actuaries find
that Obamacare will dramatically increase the near-term
growth rate of health care costs. In 2014, the actuaries find that
growth in the net cost of health insurance will increase by
nearly 14 percent, compared to 3.5% if PPACA had never
passed.
 

b.      A June 2011 report by McKinsey & Co. found that 30-50
percent of employers said they would stop offering health
coverage once the bulk of ObamaCare took effect.

 

c.        A May 2011 PriceWaterhouseCoopers survey found that 84
percent of employers would make changes to their plan as a
result of ObamaCare. 

 

d.      Candidate Obama repeatedly promised his health care plan
would LOWER premiums by $2,500 per family, and do so
within his first term.  But the price of the average employer-
sponsored plan ROSE by more than $2,200 per family since
Obama was first elected in 2008, according to studies from the
Kaiser Family Foundation.  In other words, Obama’s
abandoned promise has cost American families nearly $5,000
per year – a $2,200 premium increase compared to a $2,500
promised premium reduction. 



 

5.       Healthcare Exchanges: CMS continues to provide limited guidance
and seeks to mandate a one size fit all approach to exchanges.
Contrary to a recent White House report indicating that states are
moving for embracing and implementing healthcare exchanges, states
remain confused and are either not moving forward under any
scenario or moving forward 1) play defense to the federal
government, or 2) implement a market based anti-obamacare
exchange. 
 

6.       The Administration’s “compromise” on conscience protections for
religious-affiliated employers now places the mandate on insurers to
sell contraceptive coverage.

 

a.       While religious employers will no longer be forced to provide
products to which they have moral objections, they will be
required to facilitate, directly or indirectly, access to those
products.  The Administration is forcing religious groups to
“wash their hands” of actions they find morally objectionable
by placing the mandate elsewhere.
 

b.      Also, the rule is not fully repealed.  The mandate will remain
in place for other employers who may have conscience
concerns about coverage of contraception and abortifacients. 
Religious leaders have expressed their strong desire to repeal
the entire contraceptive mandate, noting that maintaining this
new federal requirement – included in the President’s unpopular
health care law – would still create moral difficulties for “good…
business people who can’t in good conscience cooperate” with a
federal mandate that violates their religious beliefs.

 

More Detailed Summary of Amicus Arguments

 

I.             THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY ATTACHING
TO PPACA IS WEAK OWING TO THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS
EMPLOYED IN ITS ENACTMENT.  There is doctrinal and philosophical support
for such a presumption resting upon notions of separation of powers, particularly
where it appears PPACA was not passed through any process resembling regular
order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late on Christmas Eve 2009 as a
floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative vehicle was a House tax
bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in PPACA.   PPACA
passed the Senate on cloture with considerable minority protest. To the extent that a
presumption of constitutionality arises from regular order and a hard look by
Congress at the limits of its own power, those conditions are simply not
present.        

 



II.            THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER
CLAIMED THE POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A
GOOD OR SERVICE FROM ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE
THE EXISTENCE OF THAT POWER.  In the case of PPACA, the lack of
historical precedent was well known to Congress before it acted.  At the heart of
PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires American citizens to purchase a good or
service from other citizens, namely, a health insurance policy.  When the Senate
Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research Service whether a mandate
supported by a penalty would be constitutional, the response was equivocal: 
"Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce Clause is
perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is a novel issue
whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to purchase a good or
a service."  

 

III.           THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CONTRARY TO THE
TEXT OF THE COMMERCE CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL
UNDERSTANDINGS.       

 

A.            The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the
Commerce Clause.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or
mutual change of goods, wares, productions, or property of any kind, between
nations or individuals, either by barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  This
is commerce.  Its hallmarks are spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a command
to buy something.  The claim that commerce means not commercial activity but
mere passivity is violently discordant with any normal use of the word commerce at
the Founding or at any subsequent time.               

 

B.            The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted
Makes it Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to
Purchase Goods or Services From Another Citizen.  The founding generation
would have regarded as preposterous any suggestion that Great Britain could have
solved its colonial problems by commanding Americans to purchase tea under the
generally conceded power of parliament to regulate commerce. 

 

C.            There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a
Citizen to Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen.              Because
this regime viewed the regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless
that activity harmed or threatened harm to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198
U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would
have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The question thus becomes, has the
Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that has extended the
Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?

 

D.            As this Court Found in Denying the Secretary's Motion to Dismiss, the
Mandate and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the Commerce
Clause and Associated Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by Supreme



Court Precedent.  "[E]ven if [an] activity be local and though it may not be
regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by Congress if it
exerts a substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this irrespective of
whether such effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct'
or 'indirect.'"  Wickard, 317 U.S.  at 125 (emphasis added).  Wickard marks the
affirmative outer limits of the Commerce Clause. 

 

Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that
Congress can regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the
channels of interstate commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce,"
and (3) "activities that substantially affect interstate commerce."  Lopez, 514 U.S. at
558-59.  “[T]he Federal balance is too essential a part of our constitutional structure
and plays too vital a role in securing freedom for us to admit inability to intervene
when one or the other level of Government has tipped the scales too far."  Id. at 578.

          

None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  This
Court elsewhere has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is
limited by general principles of federalism independent of any direct prohibition. 
Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706 (1999) ("When a 'Law . . . for carrying into Execution'
the Commerce Clause violates the principle of state sovereignty reflected in the
various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a 'Law . . . proper for carrying into
Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words of The Federalist, 'merely
[an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'") (citing Printz, 521
U.S. at 923-24).  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate and penalty
might be to the congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under the
Necessary and Proper Clause. 
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From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:30 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: GOP Governors Detail the Costs of Obamacare on the States
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
GOP Governors Detail the Costs of Obamacare on the States

 
As the Supreme Court today hears arguments about the impact upon the states of expanding
Medicaid, the Republican Governors Association released information from states
highlighting the costs of expanding Medicaid and implementing the health care law.
 
“President Obama’s federal health care takeover was enacted by Democrats in Congress over
the objection of governors and with little regard for the costs to the states,” said RGA
Chairman Bob McDonnell. “The federal health care law shifts billions of dollars in unfunded,
long-term costs to state governments while restricting the ability of governors to craft
Medicaid solutions for the citizens of their states. This one-size-fits-all approach is yet
another reason why the health care law needs to be replaced, and Republican governors have
offered a blueprint for true reform. The current law is simply unaffordable, unsustainable and
unworkable.”



 
Costs to the States:
 

Alabama
 
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and in
the near future.
 
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2
Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.
 
Medicaid Expansion Details

·         By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This
is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less
than 133% of the federal poverty level.
 

·         Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and
400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would
increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to
about 40% of the population.
 

·         Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new
population.
 

·         This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal
government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.
 

·         HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll
and manage the new recipients.
 

·         Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds.
Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate
between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching
rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and
Medicaid.

 
Alaska

 
Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and
continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget of
the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the
Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation.
 
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds
to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss of
enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in
Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state
general fund expenditures.
 
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over
the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that
cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While
direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in later
years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing impact
of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.



 
Arizona

 
The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions,
are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully
implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual
Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to
100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching
rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full
federal financing).

 
Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid
spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state
general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected
deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return
the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s
Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in
population due to the PPACA.
 

Florida
 
According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion
will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians
to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 
Georgia

 
The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an
estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs. 
This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between
FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more
federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of
new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the
impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.
 

Idaho
 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid
caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase in
participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost attributed
to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be $228
million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid system
readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million.
 
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement because
of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State legislative
decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and designed. 
The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will be
approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs
related to the expansion. 
 
In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to
design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is
working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the
Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections. 
 

Indiana



 
The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid
expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.
 
A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M annually. This is in
addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there
will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange
is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 
Iowa

 
As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures.
Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of
Iowa General Fund expenditures.
 
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time
money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex
funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 
 
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will
increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of
implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered
lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this expansion
is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255 million) in the
first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The uncertainty
surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.
 
Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will
have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is
vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements
continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care
providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most. 

 
Kansas

 
Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will
continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from
$2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period,
enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated
PPACA expansion. 
 
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is
the federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the
CHIP program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an
option to raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical
premium. 
 
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track Section
1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to implement
KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will incorporate nearly all
Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services and supports. The
second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based Medicaid and
CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the federal-state
relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the program's statutory
goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 



Louisiana

 

Obamacare is expected to cost Louisiana a total of $7 billion in additional state general funds
over the next 10 years.

 

Obamacare will increase Medicaid rolls by 645,843 over the next 10 years at a cost of $3.69
billion in state general funds.

 

High costs of the IT systems needed to implement the expansions and the link to the Exchange
(whether state-run or federal) are estimated to cost $162 million in state general funds.

Increase payments to primary care providers, increased utilization for physicians and hospitals
are estimated to cost $2.6 billion in state general funds.

Maine
 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009
to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over
one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers
have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of
increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians
have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care
services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As
Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and
the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make
necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.

 
Mississippi

 
The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next
ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.
 

Nebraska
 
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska
estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health
Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange
project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and regulations,
the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5 million per year
starting in 2016.
 

Nevada
 
In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General
Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through
2019.

 
New Mexico

 
With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 –



175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600
million between 2014 and 2019.
 

North Dakota
 
With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional Medicaid
spending is $106 million over 10 years.

 
Ohio

 
The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services.
These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-
term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on
how to manage the program.

 
Oklahoma

 
The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will
cost an additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new
Oklahoman’s to the Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020.

 
Pennsylvania

 
Pennsylvania's Medicaid spending has doubled over the past ten years and it now comprises
31% of the state’s budget. It has grown four times faster than K-12 spending, and nine times
faster than transportation spending.  Even before the healthcare bill passed, Medicaid has been
on an unsustainable path.  Under this law, these statistics will only get worse.  Pennsylvania will
see an additional 800,000 individuals on the Medicaid rolls adding a significant burden to the
budget and taxpayers. As the Medicaid population continues to increase and state revenues
continue to not keep pace, the mandates of the maintenance of effort requirement and the lack of
any meaningful flexibility within the program will  severely hamper virtually all other aspects of
the state budget.  States simply cannot afford Obamacare.  Their budgets will be crushed by the
Medicaid expansion that the federal establishment is forcing on them.  Americans deserve a
vibrant, robust, competitive and transparent health care system that puts patients and quality
first, focuses on personal responsibility, not a large government takeover that shifts the costs
from the federal government to state tax payers.  

 
South Carolina

 
Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the
Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid.
The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020
ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate
and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.
 

South Dakota
 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply
with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the
MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 



Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop
providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on
Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or
quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are
counter-productive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.
 

Tennessee
 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming
fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels.
Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to
the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone
just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line
with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more
people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of need.
However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change.
 
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost
the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make
common sense adjustments to the program.
 

Texas
 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of the
state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the
program.
 
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state
$27 billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care
rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid
Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming
Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the
federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas
Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid
and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.
 

Utah
 
The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional
burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours,
equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent
on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department
$112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred by
the Commissioner or our actuary



 
Virginia

 
The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the
State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been updated
since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of economic
growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of PPACA, the
higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study completed for
Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-mandated tax
on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will cost Virginia, a
heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through 2023; this was not
included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 - $500 million
would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the process of re-
estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of 2012.  At that
time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in Virginia, and reflect
a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis and federal guidance
that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 
Wisconsin

 
If implemented, the PPACA will force a heavy financial burden upon the people of Wisconsin
through increased health insurance premiums, the expansion of Medicaid, and a new entitlement
that will create new inequities among working families.  Moreover, much of the new spending
will not be used to increase coverage in Wisconsin, which has already achieved the levels of
insurance that is aspired to under PPACA.  Public dollars will simply displace private dollars at a
higher cost. 
 
New estimates from the Obama Administration and the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) demonstrate that Medicaid enrollment will be higher than previously estimated.  The
Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) believes that increased enrollment among
currently eligible individuals and retention of higher income children due to Maintenance of
Effort (MOE) requirements will drive up the cost to the state.  However, the direct burden on the
state budget remains uncertain.  New eligibility rules will result in some individuals migrating
into and out of Medicaid.  Rules on federal matching rates that are critical to our fiscal analysis
have not been finalized.
 
More than 750,000 childless adults, parents, caretakers, and children are already enrolled in
Wisconsin Medicaid programs.  There will be no additional federal assistance for the vast
majority of these individuals and future enrollees.  Some additional federal assistance will apply
only to a relatively small number of individuals.  Whether the federal government will “buy out”
the state share of some eligibility groups is unknown at this time.  It will matter little to taxpayers
whether the costs will count as federal or state expenditures.  Increased federal control over the
management of the Medicaid program is stifling innovation and threatens to unnecessarily drive
up costs.

 
Wyoming

 
The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state
general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million
in state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of
approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The
Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in
2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge
bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in
2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing
a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general
funds after the 90/10 federal match.



 
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our
private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets
conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an
average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations effective
in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into the market
and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in premiums in the
individual market.
 
Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than
other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing
insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to
avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that it
would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will be
to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered
lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.
 
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming
will remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently
uninsured in our state.
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From: Mike Schrimpf
To: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis  macarter32 ; RSerote@az.gov;

Adam.nordstrom ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; dhiowa ; jabot10  jboeyink34 ;
ted.pitts.jr  travisrichmond@  wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov;
jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler;
JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@GOV.STATE.LA.US; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov;
brandon.steinmann@governor.state.tx.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; jboeyink ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; wstruble@ ; wags@la.gov;
Renee.Fargason@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov;
ryan ; eperez@osfr.state.tx.us; nguillemard ; sarah.echols ;
ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott  Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt
rspendlove@utah.gov; EMainigi@wc.com; Joseph.Fadness@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov;
katyoder 99 ; brandymarty03 ; Marie Sanderson (msanderson@governor.state.ms.us);
Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; cwhitfield@governor.state.ms.us

Subject: FW: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits
Date: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 9:32:30 AM
Attachments: Governors Lawsuit Letter.pdf

All –
 
The RGA sent the below and attached out a few minutes ago.
 
If you are able, we encourage you to ask your press staff to echo the RGA release with one of their
own in the states.
 
Mike Schrimpf
Communications Director
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(o) 202-662-4147 (c) 
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2011 10:16 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare Lawsuits
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
GOP Govs Request Expedited Review of Healthcare



Lawsuits
 
28 Republican governors sent a letter to President Obama today requesting him to direct the
United States Department of Justice to support an expedited appellate process for the pending
healthcare lawsuits to reach the United States Supreme Court as soon as possible.
 
A copy of the letter is attached.
 
The letter states, in part:
 
“This request for expedited review takes no position on PPACA, but seeks only to obtain the
Supreme Court’s final determination as soon as possible.
 
Given the daunting and costly financial and regulatory burdens that our states and the private
sector will face in implementing PPACA over the coming years,  particularly during this
unprecedented budgetary time, public interest requires expediting a final resolution of the
litigation to give certainty as soon as possible.  We should not endure years of litigation in
the circuit courts, when the Supreme Court can promptly provide finality.  This resolution can
help prevent the states and the private sector from undertaking potentially unnecessary
measures and expenses.  More importantly, our businesses, health care providers, and citizens
of our great nation need to know as soon as possible whether all or part of the law will be
upheld or stricken, so they know their options and obligations.” 
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov
Subject: FW: Governor Bob McDonnell Delivers Weekly Republican Address
Date: Friday, February 10, 2012 2:11:04 PM

FYI…..
 

From: Communications Center [mailto:Communications_Center@mcconnell.senate.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 10, 2012 2:04 PM
To: Communications Center
Subject: Governor Bob McDonnell Delivers Weekly Republican Address
 
EMBARGOED UNTIL 6:00 AM ET, SATURDAY, February 11, 2012
 

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS

 

Governor Bob McDonnell Delivers Weekly Republican
Address

‘Republican governors are balancing their budgets on time, without tax
increases, and without deficit spending.’

 
RICHMOND, VA – Governor Bob McDonnell (R-Virginia) released the following Weekly Republican
Address. The address is available in both audio and video format and is embargoed until 6:00 a.m. ET,
Saturday, February 11, 2012.
 
Audio of the address is available here
Video of the address will be available here
You can download the address here
 
Full transcript of Governor McDonnell’s Address:
 
“Hi, I’m Bob McDonnell, Governor of Virginia, and I hope you’re enjoying a great weekend with family
and friends.
 
“The second weekend in February is noteworthy for two reasons.
 
“For one, sadly, it’s the first weekend without any football since August and depending on who your



team is that could be either a good or bad thing!
 
“Second, this weekend marks the second straight year that we find ourselves waiting, again, for the
annual release of the President’s budget.
 
“While federal law mandates that the President release his budget on the first Monday of every
February, the Administration has extended that period another seven days. Of course that one week
delay from the White House pales in comparison to the nearly three-year holdup in the Democratic
Senate. In that body, Senator Harry Reid’s majority hasn’t passed a budget in over 1000 days. Now, the
Senator is refusing to even consider a budget on the floor. This is an astounding failure of leadership
and management of the nation’s finances.
 
“Harry Reid may not want to act, but we will still get a budget from the President in less than 48 hours.
While we don’t know the specifics of that budget, we can reasonably predict a lot from the President’s
previews and his past policy decisions.
 
“We can expect the President’s budget to make private sector job creation tougher because it will raise
taxes and continue policies like Obamacare that are making it harder for small businesses to hire—at a
time when millions of Americans remain out of work.
 
“We can expect the President’s budget to ignore the growing entitlement crisis in this country. It won’t
protect the security of Medicare and Social Security and, absent major reforms, it’ll continue down the
road to bankrupting these programs in the years ahead. 
 
“Now we can expect the President’s budget to again fail to address the $15 trillion, and growing, national
debt—in fact, it will probably make it worse. With no boldness or leadership or setting priorities, the
Obama approach is simply more debt, more taxes, and more blaming others.
 
“In short, we can expect that this will not be a proactive budget built to promote fiscal responsibility and
future prosperity. Rather it appears we’ll see a bloated budget that doubles down on the failed policies
of the past.
 
“Republicans know that we can do better.
 
“We know that every day, hardworking taxpayers, families, and business owners balance their budgets
on time, without excuses. They live within their means by setting priorities and making tough choices.
 
“They want, and they deserve, a smaller and smarter government that does the same.
 
“But they aren’t seeing that in Washington D.C.
 
“But they are increasingly witnessing this common sense, responsible, conservative approach to
governing in the growing number of state capitals with Republican leadership.
 
“While Washington D.C. borrows at a staggering $3.5 billion a day just to keep the lights on, Republican
governors have closed $65 billion in deficits the past two fiscal years alone.
 
“Here in Virginia, we closed $6 billion in budget shortfalls without raising taxes and produced nearly $1



billion in surpluses the past two years, by putting new money into transportation and colleges and
universities.
 
“In Nebraska, Governor Dave Heineman proposed $326 million in tax cuts.
 
“In New Jersey, Governor Chris Christie is pushing to cut the state income tax by 10 percent.
 
“And Republican governors in Florida, Georgia, Iowa, New Mexico and South Carolina are all working to
reform their tax systems to make their states more competitive.
 
“Republican governors are balancing their budgets on time, without tax increases, and without deficit
spending.
 
“And their hard work to make government more efficient and effective is helping to create the
environment in which Americans can use their God-given talents to compete, grow, innovate and pursue
the American Dream.
 
“In fact, in the most recent CNBC rankings of the most business friendly states in the country, 11 of the
top 15 states have Republican governors.
 
“And Republican led states are outpacing Democratic counterparts when it comes to job creation.
 
“Seven of the 10 states with the lowest unemployment rates have Republican governors, and in 2011,
states with Republican governors added 912,000 new jobs.
 
“A true and lasting economic recovery will not come from government. It will come from the hard work,
talents, and vision of the American people.
 
“Republicans believe that it is our duty to help create an environment in which private sector jobs can be
best created and sustained. And we know that when we limit government to free up capital, and reduce
onerous regulations and litigation, we spur private sector job creation.
 
“In short, we believe the role of government in an economic recovery is simple:
 
“At every level, governments should pass budgets on time that fund core functions like education,
transportation, and public safety well, and don’t waste precious taxpayer dollars.
 
“And, at every level, governments should enact policies that ensure our private sector job creators, small
business owners, and entrepreneurs can compete against the world, create jobs, and innovate.
 
“The American people can out-compete and out-work anyone, anywhere. All they need is the
opportunity.
 
“Republican leaders in our state capitals are creating those opportunities for success and they are
getting results.
 
“Now, we need that kind of leadership in the U.S. Senate and the White House.
 



“Thanks for your time, and have a great weekend.”
 
 

###
SENATE REPUBLICAN COMMUNICATIONS CENTER

202.228.NEWS
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman; debbie@
Subject: FW: Governor Christie Continues Prudent Approach to Federal Health Care Implementation with Veto of State-

Run Exchange Legislation
Date: Thursday, December 06, 2012 12:09:57 PM
Attachments: image001.png

S-2135 AV.PDF

ICYMI
 
From: Gov News 
Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2012 12:35 PM
To: Gov News 
Subject: Governor Christie Continues Prudent Approach to Federal Health Care Implementation with
Veto of State-Run Exchange Legislation 
 

 
Governor Christie Continues Prudent Approach to Federal Health Care

Implementation with Veto of State-Run Exchange Legislation
Veto Avoids Saddling State Taxpayers with Huge, Open-Ended Exchange Costs Without

Comparative Details of Alternatives from the Federal Government
 

For Immediate Release                                                                        Contact: Michael Drewniak

Thursday, December 6, 2012                                                                                 Kevin Roberts

                                                                                                                             609-777-2600

 

Trenton, NJ – Continuing a careful and thoughtful approach that appropriately considers the best

interests of the state’s residents and taxpayers, Governor Chris Christie today vetoed legislation that

would have begun to establish a State-based health care exchange in New Jersey in line with the

federal Affordable Care Act. Though December 14, 2012 is the deadline for states to decide whether to

establish a State-based Exchange, the federal government has failed to provide critical information and

to answer basic questions about the operation and implementation of each of the options provided,

making any decision made now hasty, incomplete, and perhaps fiscally detrimental to the taxpayers of

New Jersey. 

 
Governor Christie has consistently stated that once legal issues surrounding the Affordable Care Act

were settled, New Jersey would comply with the federal mandate, but only in the most responsible way

among the available alternatives. The creation of health care exchanges is provided for in the

Affordable Care Act as the vehicle for eligible individuals and businesses to access care, with three

exchange options being given to states: Federally Facilitated, Partnership, or State-based. Though the

federal government’s deadline for states to select the type of exchange they will participate in is nearly

here, New Jersey and all other states still await substantial federal guidance on all three options.

 

“We will comply with the Affordable Care Act, but only in the most efficient and cost effective way for

New Jersey taxpayers. Such an important decision as how to best move forward for New Jerseyans

can only be understood and reasonably made when fairly and fully compared to the overall value of the

other options. Until the federal government gives us all the necessary information, any other action

than this would be fiscally irresponsible,” said Governor Christie. “Thus far, we lack such critical



information from the federal government. I will not ask New Jerseyans to commit today to a State-

based Exchange when the federal government cannot tell us what it will cost, how that cost compares

to other options, and how much control they will give the states over this option that comes at the cost

of our state’s taxpayers.”

 
Governor Christie has previously and continually cited the importance – both from a fiscal and health

care policy perspective – of having additional clarity and guidance from the federal government on a

host of critical issues related to implementation of the Affordable Care Act at the state level. Absent this

critical information about cost, cost-sharing, scope of control, and the federal rulemaking landscape,

New Jersey cannot fairly evaluate the best or most fiscally prudent path to follow for its residents.

 

“Financing the building and implementation of a State-based Exchange would be an extraordinarily

costly endeavor,” continued Governor Christie. “While the federal governmental has enabled states to

apply for grant funding to cover some of the initial costs of such an endeavor, the total price for such a

program has never been quantified, and is likely to be onerous. Without knowing the full scope of which

Exchange option would be most beneficial and cost efficient for New Jerseyans, it would be

irresponsible to force such a bill on our citizens.”

 

In addition to the unknown cost and operation of a State-based Exchange, Governor Christie also cited

the following areas or issues of other Exchange implementation options that lack complete information:

 

·         Costs in Federally Facilitated or Partnership Exchanges: While “user fees” paid by insurers

have been identified as a financing mechanism for Federally Facilitated or Partnership

Exchanges, only late last week did the federal government offer a preliminary glimpse as to

what those costs might include. Questions linger on the sharing of user-fees in Partnership

Exchanges.

 

·         Federal Exchange Operations: The federal government has yet to present a structured

blueprint for the design and operation of a Federally Facilitated Exchange and the technical

details for its linkage to each state.

 

·         Federal Rulemaking: The last several weeks have trigged a restart of proposed federal

regulations relating to the Affordable Care Act, guidance has come from Washington at an

erratic pace, and there exists no predictable plan for future rulemaking.

 
In vetoing the legislation, the Governor also made clear that New Jersey’s right to further consideration

on the matter is reserved for later in the implementation process, as the federal government has

provided states with the flexibility to amend Exchange selection in subsequent years. If and when

additional information becomes available to make a more complete and fully informed determination for

the people of New Jersey, it will be welcomed and considered.   

 

Primary sponsors of S-2135 include Senators Nia Gill and Joseph Vitale and Assemblymembers

Upendra Chivukula, Herb Conaway, Ruben Ramos, and Troy Singleton.

 

A copy of the Governor’s veto message can be found attached to the release.

 
# # #

www.nj.gov/governor/



From: Dustin Huffman
To: Dustin Huffman
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Deborah Hohlt ( ); Todd Smith
Subject: FW: Governor Deal on State-Based Exchanges and Medicaid Expansion
Date: Friday, December 07, 2012 9:59:28 AM

All:
 
Please see below for a detailed explanation of Georgia Governor Deal’s positions on both state-based exchanges and Medicaid
expansion.
 
Best,
Dustin
 
Dustin Huffman
Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
Office: (202) 662-4927
Cell: 

 
 

Why Gov. Deal refused to establish a state-based exchange
 
Georgia, alongside 16 other states to date, is defaulting to Federal Exchange. Gov. Deal will not commit state taxpayers to a
plan with no flexibility and many unknowns.
 
Deal sought guidance from the federal government on establishing exchanges and received only vague responses.
 

In a letter dated November 9th, Secretary Sebelius stated, “We intend to issue further guidance to assist you in the very
near future.”
Deal wants to know… Will enough people sign up so the costs could be reasonably allocated via assessment or user fees? 
If not, would general state revenue be required to subsidize the exchange? Some states are estimating annual exchange
operational costs to be in the $30M-$60M range.

 
Georgia has no interest in spending our tax dollars on an exchange that is state-based in name only. States are not granted a
full spectrum of choices, but rather a limited set of decisions within federal guardrails.
 
Qualified Health Plans embody lack of flexibility:

Plans must meet federal guidelines of what meets “qualified” coverage, limiting what plans can be offered in a state-
based exchange.
Deal believes that restrictions on what the exchanges can and can’t offer render meaningless the suggestion that Georgia
could tailor an exchange that best fits the unique needs of its population.
The fed’s blanket requirements have the potential to cause significant disruption in a state’s insurance market.
Obamacare does not allow insurance exchanges to be truly private, despite the fact that evidence shows exchanges must
be run like a business to be successful long term.

 
Feds to control SHOP Exchanges:

The feds will limit the types of products that can be sold on the SHOP Exchange; only qualified health plans may be
offered.
The federal government will oversee and approve the financing and operating plans for the SHOP Exchanges.



Deal believes a market-based approach could serve as a useful tool for Georgia’s small businesses, but federal guidelines
forbid that.

 
Feds to control Medicaid/CHIP Eligibility:

States have always administered eligibility determination for state Medicaid and CHIP programs. 
Deal says Georgia will maintain that responsibility and has no intention whatsoever of letting the federal government
enroll individuals into our program without state approval, even though the feds have offered to do that for us.

 
Since many of the details surrounding a State Partnership Exchange are still unavailable, it too is not a viable option.

 
Deal outlines challenges posed by Medicaid expansion
 
Georgia will opt out of the Obamacare Medicaid expansion unless Congress moves to give states more flexibility. Gov. Deal
would be more in favor of a block-grant type approach giving states the ability to expand coverage without stressing state
treasuries. 
 
The following outlines what Georgia would face if it expanded Medicaid as called for in Obamacare:
 
Ballooning costs

·         By 2014 (6 months cost – effective January 1, 2014)
o    State Funds Cost: $76.3 million
o    Total Funds (State + Federal) Cost: $1.9 billion

·         By 2015
o    State Funds Cost: $219.8 million
o    Total Funds (State + Federal) Cost: $3.7 billion

·         10-year total (2014-2023)
o    State Funds Cost:  $4.5 billion
o    Total Funds (State + Federal) Cost: $40.8 billion

·         Constitutionally bound to balance the budget — a common-sense constraint — Georgia cannot afford Obamacare.
·         Deal thinks that the proposed Medicaid expansion forces states to choose between job-killing tax increases and

immense cuts that could dramatically impact public education and public safety.
 

Increasing rolls
·         An additional 620,000 people would be enrolled in Medicaid in 2014, growing to almost 695,000 by 2023.
·         The addition of 620,000 new people in 2014 represents a 34 percent increase in Medicaid rolls. 
·         Obamacare will increase the percent of Georgia’s on Medicaid from 17.6 percent today to 24.2 percent in 2014,

meaning nearly 1 in 4 Georgians will be on Medicaid.
·         These numbers include both children and adults currently eligible, but not enrolled, newly eligible populations and

enrollment due to employers dropping coverage.
·         Deal says that regardless of if we expand, the state will see an increased cost of approximately $40 million in 2014 due

to this “woodwork effect” and other Obamacare provisions.
 

Feds’ questionable promises
·         The federal government promises to pay the full cost of the new enrollees for Medicaid for three years, but given the

federal budget situation, it’s questionable it can fulfill this obligation.
·         The breakdown: 100 percent from 2014 to 2016, 95 percent in 2017, 94 percent in 2018, 93 percent  in 2019, and, 90

percent in the out years.
·         Regardless of if our federal government does live up to its end of the bargain, there is NO money in state treasuries to

cover our part.
·         Even before the expansion, Georgia struggled to pay the ever-increasing price tag for Medicaid, particularly as the

recession has pummeled state revenues for years.
·         Deal notes that for the 2013 and 2014 budget years, we face a $700 million shortfall in our Medicaid program — and

that’s long before we have to start paying a 10 percent share on more than 620,000 new enrollees. 
 
 



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon
Steinmann (bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us); brandymarty03 m; Brian McManus
(brianfmcmanus ; Brian Nutt ); carol.statkus@wyo.gov;
clipparelli@ ; CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us;
david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ); Dennis Muchmore
(muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher
(doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); Ed Perez (eperez@osfr.state.tx.us); emainigi ; Eric Finkbeiner
(eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov); griffin@ ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10
jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov);
jboeyink ; Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes
(barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us);
Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov);
joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista
Carman ); Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren
Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov); Lgromis ; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson
(msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); mark.cate@tn.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael Ciamarra
(michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov); Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov);
mkennicott ; mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard ( );
rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove
(rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness  Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov);
sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Spence Geissinger ( ); Stephen Waguespack
(wags@la.gov); tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith

); travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov);
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell); brandi white@mcconnell.senate.gov
Subject: FW: HATCH: INDEPENDENT CRS REPORT CONFIRMS HHS HAS AUTHORITY TO WAIVE BURDENSOME MEDICAID

REQUIREMENTS IN NEW HEALTH LAW
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 8:35:40 AM

FYI – from Sen. Hatch’s office.
 
 

From: Carlton, Stephanie (Finance) [mailto:Stephanie_Carlton@finance.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:27 AM
Subject: FW: HATCH: INDEPENDENT CRS REPORT CONFIRMS HHS HAS AUTHORITY TO WAIVE
BURDENSOME MEDICAID REQUIREMENTS IN NEW HEALTH LAW
 
Wanted to send around a legal analysis (link below) on the Secretary’s ability to waive the MOE
requirements.  Hope this is helpful.
 
Steph
 

From: Rep-Press, Finance (Finance) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2011 4:02 PM
To: Lawless, Julia (Finance)
Subject: HATCH: INDEPENDENT CRS REPORT CONFIRMS HHS HAS AUTHORITY TO WAIVE
BURDENSOME MEDICAID REQUIREMENTS IN NEW HEALTH LAW
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                             CONTACT:  Julia Lawless, Antonia Ferrier



March 16, 2011                                                                   (202) 224-4515
 

HATCH: INDEPENDENT CRS REPORT CONFIRMS HHS HAS AUTHORITY TO
WAIVE  BURDENSOME MEDICAID REQUIREMENTS IN NEW HEALTH LAW
Calls on Secretary Kathleen Sebelius During Committee Hearing to Heed to the Calls of Governors and

Do Away With Unreasonable Regulations

WASHINGTON –U.S. Senator Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), Ranking Member of the Senate Finance
Committee, today called on Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius to heed
to the calls of Governors representing cash-strapped states and waive the onerous
maintenance-of-effort (MOE) restrictions that were included in the stimulus and in the new
health law. 

 “The Medicaid mandates included in ObamaCare are crippling state budgets, encroaching on
their flexibility to lower Medicaid spending, and tying states hands in targeting scarce
resources to the most vulnerable beneficiaries,” said Hatch, who has led the charge against
the unreasonable MOE restrictions and the expansion of Medicaid in the new health law. 
“Despite repeated calls from our Governors to waive such burdensome regulations, Secretary
Sebelius has turned a blind eye to the fiscal fiasco the maintenance of effort requirements
have generated. An independent CRS Report now confirms that the Secretary does, indeed,
have the authority to do away with the requirements and it is incumbent upon the
Department of Health and Human Services to act now and heed to the Governors call for
help.”

The $2.6 trillion health law included maintenance-of-effort restrictions on states that forces
them to maintain expanded eligibility requirements. Given the states’ $175 billion collective
budget crisis, a majority of Governors have requested relief from the maintenance-of-effort
restrictions. These regulations have hampered state efforts to balance their budgets and
forced them to make cuts to education, law enforcement, and other state priorities.
 Secretary Sebelius has repeatedly said she does not have the authority to authorize the
waivers. 

Despite such claims, during a hearing with Secretary Sebelius examining ObamaCare today,
Senator Hatch cited an independent Congressional Research Services (CRS) report that
confirmed the Secretary has the authority, if she chooses to use it, to waive such
burdensome regulations. 

Specifically, the report found:

·         “States may apply for waivers under various provisions of the Social Security Act,
including… the demonstration project waiver under Section 1115 of the Social Security
Act (‘section 1115’).



o   Section 1115, the subject of this analysis, allows the Secretary to waive the
requirements of specific sections of the Social Security Act, including section
1902, for any ‘experimental, pilot or demonstration project which, in the
judgment of the Secretary, is likely to assist in promoting the objectives of
title… XIX of this chapter… in a state or states.’

o   The Secretary may waive the specified provisions ‘to the extent and for the
period he finds necessary to enable such State or States to carry out such
project.’  

o   The Secretary’s discretion to approve demonstration projects under Section
1115 is broad, and the courts have been reluctant to circumscribe the
Secretary’s authority under this provision.

·         Congress placed the PPACA MOE requirements, described above, in section 1902(a) of
the Social Security Act. The Secretary has the authority, when she chooses to grant a
section 1115 demonstration project waiver to a state, to waive compliance with the
provisions of section 1902...  In either case, it is likely that the courts would accord
considerable deference to the Secretary’s interpretation of the provisions in question,
and uphold the Secretary’s determination as ‘a reasonable interpretation made by the
administrator of an agency.’”

###
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: ICYMI: Gov. Bobby Jindal"s Op-Ed: Declaration of Independence, Not Dependence
Date: Wednesday, July 04, 2012 5:02:34 PM

FYI
 

From: Jon Thompson 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 8:34 PM
To: Jon Thompson
Subject: ICYMI: Gov. Bobby Jindal's Op-Ed: Declaration of Independence, Not Dependence
 

Wanted to make sure you saw Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal’s op-ed in Red State that

posted this evening. Thanks. – Jon

 

http://www.redstate.com/bobbyjindal/2012/07/03/declaration-of-independence-not-

dependence/

Declaration of Independence, Not Dependence
Gov. Bobby Jindal

July 3, 2012

As we celebrate our nation’s birthday this week, it is important to remember and teach our

children the Founding Fathers were declaring our independence, not creating a culture of

dependence. (They also protested unfair taxation, but that is another story for another

day.) This is an especially important lesson, given the Supreme Court’s ruling last week on

Obamacare.

The ruling was both a disappointment and a blow to our freedoms. As we get further away

from the ruling, reality will dawn on people, and we will be right back to where we were.

The American people did not want or approve of Obamacare then, and they do not now.

Americans oppose it because it will decrease the quality of our health care, raise taxes by

over $500 billion, cut Medicare by over $500 billion, and, with a $1.76 trillion price tag,

break the bank.

The President promised us our premiums would go down $2,500 per family per year if we

passed his reform; family premiums increased 9 percent last year. President Obama

promised us we could keep our plans and our doctors; as many as 20 million Americans

will lose their employer-provided health plans. President Obama promised us he would

“protect Medicare;” Medicare’s Chief Actuary says the Obamacare cuts to providers are

“unrealistic” and not sustainable, and millions of seniors will lose access to Medicare

Advantage plans and benefits. The President promised us he wouldn’t raise taxes on

middle class families making less than $250,000 a year; Obamacare raises taxes on

health plans, medical devices, prescription drugs, and employers, and 75% of the

individual mandate tax will fall on the middle class. Over 20 million individuals will remain



uninsured, and health care spending will be higher than it would have been if the law had

not passed. President Obama campaigned against Hillary Clinton’s individual mandate and

John McCain’s tax increase on generous health care insurance, and included both in

Obamacare.

Amazingly, facing the greatest economic recession since the Great Depression, President

Obama chose to create a new entitlement program when we cannot afford the ones we

already have. Republicans like to go on television and say we are borrowing from our

children’s and grandchildren’s future. We can throw those talking points out; we are hurting

ourselves now. You know we are in trouble when the German Finance Minister rebuffs

President Obama and basically tells him to clean up his own mess before offering advice

to others. Even the Europeans feel they have the moral high ground to tell us to tackle our

own debt problems; that’s like the town drunk telling you that you have a drinking problem.

Opposition to Obamacare will escalate for one simple reason; Obamacare is the most

unpopular when people are thinking about it. Then-Speaker Pelosi said they had to pass

the 2,000 plus page bill so we could find out what is in it. The President promised it would

become more popular the more people learned about it. Yet, there has never been one

day a majority of the American people wanted this massive government overreach that

was forced on us by a party-line vote.

The Supreme Court should have protected our constitutional freedoms, but remember, it

was the President who forced this law on us. I congratulate the Supreme Court on one

thing; they were far more honest about Obamacare than President Obama was. They

rightly have called it what it is – a tax.

The Supreme Court has done something new; they have declared that President Obama

can use the taxation power of the federal government to compel behavior. The federal

government can even tax the lack of behavior. What’s next? Taxes on people who refuse

to drive Chevy Volts or eat tofu? This is ridiculous.

In fact, the Court actually rewrote Obamacare to make it fit under the taxation clause. I

don’t know how one defines legislating from the bench, but this seems pretty close. The

Readers Digest version of the Supreme Court’s decisions last week is this – The

Government can require proof of insurance, but not proof of citizenship.

Here is the big picture situation in America today. Success used to be measured by how

many people we could get off the government dole, but now, under President Obama, we

measure success by how many people we can get on government programs. Indeed, food

stamp rolls have increased by 70 percent since 2007, and yet the government is spending

millions of taxpayer dollars on advertising and encouraging parties to enroll even more.

There used to be a stigma to relying on the government, but now it’s celebrated. We have

it 100 percent backwards in America today. We should celebrate people getting off food

stamps, off Medicaid, and off government health care. The bottom line is that Obamacare

eats into the spirit of independence that has made America great in the first place, and if

we don’t repeal it soon, we will have more people riding in the cart than pulling the cart.

We are at an inflection point in our nation’s history. We have to decide whether we want to

revive our economy by growing the private sector or expanding the public sector, to

continue our culture of self-reliance versus a culture of dependency, to provide our

children with opportunity or a sense of entitlement, and to pursue the American model or

give in to the European model.



Here is the crazy part – the federal government cannot pay for our existing entitlement

programs. We have to reform those or they will crumble, and yet President Obama has

created another one we cannot afford. Democrats are already attacking Republicans for

turning down free health care. Here is a news flash. All of this government spending is not

free. It is our money they are spending; it is our future they are destroying; and it is really

not that far into the future. The credit card is maxed out, and the bank of China is closed. I

have vowed not to implement Obamacare in Louisiana, especially creating the exchange

and expanding Medicaid, because this November we’re going to elect a new President

and a new Congress who will repeal and replace the terrible law. In Louisiana, our health

department estimates the Medicaid expansion alone will cost our taxpayers $3.7 billion

over the first ten years of implementation and will take 187,000 new enrollees off private

insurance.

The Court’s decision is a reminder that elections do in fact matter. The left wing won the

elections in 2006 and 2008, giving liberals full control of the House, Senate, and the White

House. They used this power to force through a government takeover of health care that

the public didn’t even want.

Now, the American people have an opportunity to reverse this course in November by

electing Governor Romney and a Republican Senate. We have to stop complaining about

the Supreme Court and deal with the real problem – which is President Obama.

Obamacare has now been unmasked for what it really is, a massive tax increase to pay for

a massive new federal entitlement program that we do not want and cannot afford. If you

are a small business owner, a middle-class taxpayer, or if you are worried about what

Obamacare will do to the quality of your health care, or if you are worried about the fact

that our government is headed towards insolvency – you have only one recourse – make

President Obama a one-termer. Elections do matter; this one matters a lot.

###
 
 

Jon Thompson
Press Secretary

Republican Governors Association (RGA)

jthompson@rga.org

DESK: 202-464-8564

CELL: 

Twitter: @JonThompsonDC
 

 



From: Dustin Huffman
To: Dustin Huffman
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Deborah Hohlt ( )
Subject: FW: Important ACA Implementation Information
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 12:49:28 PM

All:
 
ICYMI – HHS sent out the below announcement this afternoon regarding new proposed rulemaking
displayed in today’s Federal Register.
 
Dustin Huffman
Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
Office: (202) 662-4927
Cell: 

 

From: "HHS IEA (OS/IEA)" <HHSIEA@hhs.gov>
Date: Fri, 30 Nov 2012 11:50:57 -0500
To: "HHS IEA (OS/IEA)" <HHSIEA@hhs.gov>
Subject: Important ACA Implementation Information
 

HHS Intergovernmental and External Affairs Notification
 
November 30, 2012
 
From:  Paul Dioguardi

Director, Office of Intergovernmental and External Affairs
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
 

RE:     Important ACA Implementation Information
 
Today, the Obama administration issued the following announcements regarding
implementation of the Affordable Care Act:
 

·         The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services published a proposed rule for
Notice of Benefit and Payment Parameters for 2014.  This proposed rule provides
further information related to policies such as the risk adjustment, reinsurance and
risk corridors programs, advance payments of the premium tax credit, and cost-
sharing reductions.  The fact sheet on this proposed rule will be available here. The
proposed rule is on display in the Federal Register today, Friday, November 30, 2012
and can be viewed here.  The Final Rule will publish in the Federal Register on



December 7, 2012 at which it can be viewed here.
·         The Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight announced an

additional application deadline to the existing cooperative agreement to Support
Establishment of the Affordable Care Act’s Health Insurance Exchanges. This
additional application deadline would be December 28, 2012 and would apply to
both Level I and Level II grants.  The information will be available here. 

·         The U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM) published a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking to implement the Multi-State Plan Program (MSPP) pursuant to section
1334 of the Affordable Care Act.  Additional information may be found here.  The
proposed rule is on display in the Federal Register today, Friday, November 30, 2012
and can be viewed here.  The Final Rule will publish in the Federal Register on
December 5, 2012 at which it can be viewed here.

 
Please direct questions to HHSIEA@hhs.gov.

 
 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: juliek@health.ok.gov
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:52:00 PM
Attachments: Dear Governor letter re Exchange Blueprints 11.9.12.pdf.pdf

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Quam, David [mailto:DQuam@NGA.ORG] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:47 PM
To: Reps
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
To:  Washington Reps and State Federal Contacts
Re:  HHS letter extending blueprint deadline for state-based exchanges
 
 
Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that the deadlines for
states seeking to operate either a State-based or Partnership Exchange under the Affordable Care
Act have been extended.  According to the new guidance, which is attached, states electing to

operate a State-based Exchange must still send a Declaration Letter by November 16th, but the
Blueprint is not due until December 14, 2012.  States electing to operate a State Partnership
Exchange can submit their Declaration Letter and Blueprint on a rolling basis up to February 15,
2013. 
 
--DCQ

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-216583-
154787.9e5f0e1f1ff1017fec52ea85f3048f1e@talk.nga.org.



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Craig Perry
Subject: FW: Materials for HHS Committee meeting
Date: Wednesday, December 07, 2011 1:29:00 PM
Attachments: Exchange Side-by-Side.docx

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: National Governors Association [mailto:healthadvisors@talk.nga.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 07, 2011 12:52 PM
To: Health Policy Advisors
Subject: FW: Materials for HHS Committee meeting
 

 

 
Please find attached materials for NGA’s HHS Committee meeting at 2 p.m. EST.
 

From: NGA HHS Committee [mailto:hhsreps@talk.nga.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 07, 2011 11:03 AM
To: HHS Committee
Subject: RE: HHS Committee meeting tomorrow
 
Attached please find a side-by-side on exchange implementation to be used for discussion purposes
during today’s meeting.
 
William Garner
Legislative Director
Committee on Health and Human Services
(202) 624-5369
wgarner@nga.org
 
 

From: NGA HHS Committee [mailto:hhsreps@talk.nga.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 06, 2011 12:12 PM
To: HHS Committee
Subject: HHS Committee meeting tomorrow
 
The HHS Committee will meet tomorrow (Wed) at 2:00 pm EST in the governors room.  The agenda
and call-in information are below.  Please note that the health policy advisors have been invited to
participate in the discussion.



 
HHS Committee

December 7, 2011
877-261-8991; Passcode 6010576#

 
I.                    Introduction of new NGA staff – William Garner

 
II.                 Health insurance exchanges discussion (see notice below)

 
III.               Deadline for level 2 ACA establishment grants – request to extend

 
IV.              Winter Meeting update

 
V.                 Other business

 
 
Heather E. Hogsett
Director
Committees on Health & Human Services and
Homeland Security & Public Safety
(202)624-5360
hhogsett@nga.org
 
 

From: Cohan, Erin [mailto:ecohan@NGA.ORG] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2011 12:43 PM
To: Reps
Subject: New Information on Health Insurance Exchanges
 
 To:       Washington Representatives and Health Policy Advisors
Re:       New Information on Health Insurance Exchanges
 
 
On November 29, 2011, CMS released Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) to address the
many questions states have had as they consider their options related to health insurance
exchange implementation.  The FAQ signals important CMS policy positions in a number of
key areas regarding flexibility for states to tailor arrangements to reflect state practices,
traditional functions (e.g., activities of state insurance departments) and preferences;
options for eligibility determination in a number of areas; the operation of the federal
exchange; several financial issues; and error rate determination and related liability issues. 
 
The FAQ also addresses a number of concerns raised by NGA in its November 2, 2011 letter
to Secretary Sebelius.  Rather than emphasize a partnership model, CMS has promised
greater flexibility for states under both the state-based and federally-facilitated exchanges. 
Specifically, under the proposal:
 



·         States will not be required to cede Medicaid eligibility determination to the
federal government.  CMS intends to modify its original proposal to provide states
with additional options for eligibility determination under both the state-based and
federally-facilitated exchanges.  Under this plan, states could decide to have their
Medicaid and CHIP agencies execute some or all functions under an agreement,
including Medicaid and CHIP eligibility, through the use of federally-managed
services. 

 
·         States may opt to assign certain functions of eligibility determination to the

federal government.  State-based exchanges may use federally-managed services to
make determinations for advance payments of the premium tax credit, cost-sharing
reductions and exemptions from the individual responsibility requirement.  Under
the federally-facilitated exchange, a state may either make final Medicaid and CHIP
determinations or allow the federally-facilitated exchange to make Medicaid and
CHIP eligibility determinations using its state eligibility rules and standards. 

 
·          State-based exchanges may obtain funding to establish new state exchange

functions until December 31, 2014.   Grants are available until December 31, 2014
for approved and permissible activities to establish a state-based exchange, to build
functions that a state elects to operate under a partnership exchange, and to support
state activities to build interfaces with a federally-facilitated exchange.

 
·         Fully state-based exchanges are not anticipated to incur charges for use of the

federally-managed data services hub.  A CMS-established data hub will support
information exchanges between states (exchanges, Medicaid and CHIP agencies) and
relevant federal agencies (including agencies other than CMS).  The scope and
availability of its services and its treatment of charges for fiscal year 2014 are yet to
be determined.  However, CMS does not anticipate charging fully state-based
exchanges for the use of the hub.

 
The actual implications of many of the points conveyed in the FAQ will depend on formal
regulatory guidance, sub-regulatory materials, and agreements.
 
NGA’s Health and Human Services Committee will host a meeting for states to discuss this
information on Wednesday, December 7 at 2:00 pm EST in the Governors room.  The
meeting will also be conference call accessible at: 877-261-8991, passcode: 6010576.
 

A copy of the FAQ sheet and additional information provided by CMS is available at
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files%202/11282011/exchangeqa_11_29_11.pdf.
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact:



 
Krista Drobac, Health Division Director, NGA Center for Best Practices (kdrobac@nga.org or
202-624-7872)
Heather Hogsett, HHS Committee Director, NGA Office of Federal Relations
(hhogsett@nga.org or 202-624-5360)
William Garner, Legislative Director, HHS Committee, NGA Office of Federal Relations
(wgarner@nga.org or 202-624-5369)
 

 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

 
---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as hhogsett@nga.org..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-204431-
147056.f7e87e90c6269f97034901c2239a4715@talk.nga.org..

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

 
---
You are currently subscribed to [hhsreps] as wgarner@nga.org..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-204655-
161568.06f74d63c87d3e61ea9f8654aaa2b53c@talk.nga.org..
 
Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

 
---
You are currently subscribed to [hhsreps] as kdrobac@nga.org..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-204686-
159348.36f663a1396b30f7ce71c35192ccf222@talk.nga.org..
 
Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org



The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

 

 

 
---
You are currently subscribed to [healthadvisors] as 
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-204695-
159552.9353be7555ca9043e095bc96949d480b@talk.nga.org..
 
Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom (  Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon
Steinmann (bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us); brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus

); Brian Nutt ; carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Claude Ramsey
(Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); clipparelli@ ; CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us;
dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ); Denise
Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug
Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); Ed Perez (eperez@osfr.state.tx.us); emainigi ; Eric Finkbeiner
(eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov); griffin ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10 ;
jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov);
Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff
Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter
(jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz
(John.Katz@alaska.gov); joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman ); Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov);
Lgromis  Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson
(msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov); mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael
Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov); Michael DiSabato
(Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mkennicott@ ; mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole
Guillemard ); rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
rob.jakubik  Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness
( ); Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Spence
Geissinger m); Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov);
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith );
travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov);
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Lanier Swann (Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov); Brandi White (Brandi White@mcconnell.senate.gov)
Subject: FW: Memo to Editorial Boards on The Path to Prosperity
Date: Thursday, April 28, 2011 3:19:25 PM

FYI, from our press team…
 
 

From: Speaker Boehner Press Office 
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2011 4:09 PM
Subject: Memo to Editorial Boards on The Path to Prosperity
 
Please see below (or click here for a PDF) for a memo to editorial boards from Speaker Boehner’s
press office on the House-passed budget for FY 2012, The Path to Prosperity, and its focus on
creating jobs, cutting spending, and preserving Medicare for current and future generations.
 
 
MEMORANDUM
 
TO: EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERS
FROM: SPEAKER BOEHNER’S PRESS OFFICE
DATE: APRIL 28, 2011
RE: THE PATH TO PROSPERITY
 
 
On April 15, 2011, the Republican-led U.S. House of Representatives adopted a budget – authored
by Chairman Paul Ryan (R-WI) and entitled “The Path to Prosperity” – that will help boost our
economy and create new jobs, lift the crushing burden of debt that threatens our future, and
preserve critical health and retirement programs for America’s seniors.



 
Despite the onslaught of misleading attacks from the Democratic Party, the most recent USA
Today/Gallup survey says “Republicans hold a 12-percentage-point edge over Democrats as the
party better able to handle the budget, and a five-point edge on the economy in general.” The
reason is simple: Republicans have put forth a credible budget that honestly addresses the
economic and fiscal challenges our country faces.  In contrast, President Obama put forth a budget
in February that was widely-panned as not serious, and gave a speech several weeks ago that again
failed to fully address our nation’s problems. 
 
Here is a quick comparison between the GOP budget (H. Con. Res. 34) and the plans outlined by
President Obama:
 
THE GOP BUDGET WILL BOOST OUR ECONOMY & HELP CREATE NEW AMERICAN JOBS: The GOP
budget is focused on helping end the uncertainty facing job creators so they can start hiring again by
cutting spending, eliminating $800 billion in tax increases imposed by President Obama’s health
care law, and preventing the $1.5 trillion tax hike proposed in his budget. It creates a simpler, less
burdensome tax code and lowers rates for families and small businesses by “weeding from the tax
code numerous tax breaks and loopholes,” according to the Associated Press. It also repeals the
president’s health care law (and all of its tax hikes, mandates, and excessive regulations) and
removes barriers to energy production that will help lower gas prices and create new jobs.
 
Ø  The president’s budget would destroy jobs and create more uncertainty by imposing dramatic tax

hikes on job creators. James Pethokoukis with Reuters says the president’s proposed tax hikes
amount to “$2 trillion in new taxes over 12 years.”

Ø  Analysis by the House Budget Committee found the White House “included the new tax increases
associated with the health care bill” in its budget. Economist Diana Furchtgott-Roth says the
health care law’s tax hikes and penalties discourage small businesses from hiring. She says,
“Firms with fewer than 50 workers won't want to grow, and firms with around 60 to 70 workers
will be trying to shrink to 50 workers to cut costs. Low-skill workers will be the worst affected.”

Ø  In testimony before the House Budget Committee, former Director of the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) Douglas Holtz-Eakin said “cutting spending is a pro-growth
policy move,” and that “controlling federal spending growth” is essential to help create new
jobs.

Ø  When it comes to helping the economy, a Democratic polling firm found that independents
prefer “reducing the deficit through spending cuts” to tax hikes by a margin of 50 – 39 percent.

 
THE GOP BUDGET WILL CUT SPENDING & PUT US ON A PATH TO PAY DOWN OUR DEBT: The Path
to Prosperity cuts government spending by $6.2 trillion over the next decade. The nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) confirms that the GOP plan balances the budget and puts us on a
path to pay down our debt over time. It also eliminates hundreds of duplicative government
programs, maintains the Republican ban on pork-barrel earmarks, and ends the taxpayer bailouts of
financial institutions (including Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, the government mortgage giants at the
heart of our economic crisis).



 
Ø  Alan Simpson and Erskine Bowles – co-chairmen of President Obama’s deficit commission – said

the GOP budget “incorporates many of the proposals included in the Commission report,” and
“is a serious, honest, straightforward approach to addressing our nation's enormous fiscal
challenges.”

Ø  The president’s budget locks in the failed “stimulus” spending binge and adds more than $9
trillion to the debt over the next 10 years. Stanford economist John B. Taylor says federal
spending was 18.2% of GDP in the year 2000 and 19.6% in 2007. “But in the three years since
2009 it's jumped to an average of 24.4%,” and the president's budget “proposed to make that
spending binge permanent.”

Ø  President Obama has also asked Congress to raise the debt limit without serious spending cuts or
budget reforms. A new survey by Resurgent Republic found that “voters overwhelmingly oppose
increasing the debt limit unless strong conditions” and “substantial spending cuts” are attached.

Ø  A recent CNN survey shows that – when “dealing with the tough choices involved both in cutting
programs to reduce the budget deficit and still maintaining needed federal programs” –
independents prefer the Republican approach by a margin of 49 – 34 percent.

THE GOP BUDGET WILL PROTECT & PRESERVE CRITICAL HEALTH & RETIREMENT PROGRAMS:
Under The Path to Prosperity, there will be no changes and no disruptions to benefits for Americans
over the age of 55, and future beneficiaries will have access to the same kinds of options as
Members of Congress. The GOP budget ensures that lower-income Americans get more support
and that the costs of junk lawsuits are not passed on to consumers in the form of higher prices. It
stops Washington from raiding Medicare to pay for other costly programs and eliminates the
Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB), a “rationing board” created by ObamaCare. It also
ends the one-size-fits-all approach of Medicaid and gives states more flexibility to meet the needs
of their residents. Bottom line: this plan saves programs like Medicare for current and future
generations of Americans.
 
Ø  The president’s budget does nothing, guaranteeing benefit cuts for seniors. FactCheck.org

reported that “if nothing is done, when those trust funds are exhausted, benefits would have to
be cut by 22 percent in 2037, and more each year after that, according to the most recent
report of the system’s trustees. By 2084, the system will generate only enough revenue to pay
for 75 percent of promised benefit levels.”

Ø  Analysis by the nonpartisan CBO shows – if we do nothing – Medicare will be bankrupt within 10
years. A report by the trustees for Medicare says “[w]ithout corrective legislation… the assets of
the [Medicare] trust fund would be exhausted within the next 7 to 19 years.”

Ø  The president would also rely on the IPAB – an unelected “rationing board” – to force hundreds
of billions of dollars in cuts in addition to the hundreds of billions in Medicare cuts Democrats
used to finance ObamaCare. The Wall Street Journal says this will lead to “the political rationing
of care for the elderly, as now occurs in Britain,” and many doctors and hospitals may “drop out
of Medicare” altogether.



Ø  Despite the best efforts of Democrats to demonize the GOP budget, a CBS News/New York Times
survey “reported that a plurality of Americans actually approve of GOP Rep. Paul Ryan's
Medicare reforms.”

Ø  A new national survey by Gallup says “[p]luralities of middle-aged Americans as well as those 65
and older prefer Ryan's plan to Obama's,” with seniors preferring The Path to Prosperity by a 48-
42 margin.

For more details on The Path to Prosperity, please visit http://budget.house.gov/fy2012budget/
today.
 



From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Milliman CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT No. 3
Date: Tuesday, January 10, 2012 1:29:33 AM
Attachments: MILLIMAN Actuarial Analysis CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT No. 3.pdf

Near final actuarial assessment draft.  Gap analysis will be coming later in the month.  
 
Julie Cox-Kain, M.P.A
Chief Operating Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. 
Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2011 5:27 PM
To: 'Lynn.McLaren  'Buffy.Heater '; 'andrew.naugle ';
'Barbara.Collier '; 'Ben.Diederich@ ; 'carol.hughey m';
'Craig.Keizur '; 'stacey. '; 'tim.barclay ';
'timothy.harris@ ; Cox-Kain, Julie; 'laurabrookins
'mrobison '; 'Rich.Edwards@osf.ok.gov'; 'Susan.Dobbins@oid.ok.gov'; Myers,
Yvonne; 'Mike Rhoads'; 'Frank Stone'
Subject: Milliman CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT No. 3
 
Phase I & Phase II Team Members:
 
Attached is Draft No. 3 – the most recent draft- of the Milliman Actuarial Report.  This is a
CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT.  Please do not share this document outside of your internal review
team.  Unless changes are made, it will be the finalized draft of the project deliverable. 
Please complete your detailed review and return your comments and/or suggested edits by

close of business next Wednesday, January 4th. 
 
You may also wish to use the Scope of Work for the project as shown below to help guide
your review:
 

SCOPE OF WORK/OFFEROR’S DUTIES
Assess potential impacts of substantive options on the insurance market. The vendor should be prepared
to advise the State on the qualitative and quantitative impact of various options around these major policy
decisions. At a minimum, this should include:

§  Statewide survey of existing insurance carriers about aspects of their product lines and plans;

§  Existing state and federal regulations;

§  Best methods to identify/certify qualified health plans for the exchange

§  Consideration of the reinsurance/risk adjustment methods provided for in PPACA sections 1341-
1343

 

§  Review and summarization of effective cost control strategies



 

§  Actuarial modeling related to evaluation of premium structure, rate setting, risk adjustment, and
benefit plan and cost-sharing design.

 

§  Actuarial modeling evaluating the Medical Loss Ratio (MLR) and other requirements in the non-
group/small group markets and potential impact on the Oklahoma insurance market.

 
§  The expected impact of mandatory reforms and the Exchange on insurance market prices and

market stability;
 

§  The expected impact of an incremental phase-in of the market reforms, such as rating bands in
the individual market, on premiums for plans sold in the Exchange;

 
§  The expected impact on premiums in the Exchange of merging the risk pools of the individual and

small group market; and
 

§  The expected impact of different legal or regulatory expectations for health plans sold in the
Exchange as opposed to outside the Exchange.

 
 
Thank you,
Nicole
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Planning / Project Manager | Health Planning & Grants Office  | Oklahoma State

Department of Health

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 353, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell  | E-mail

NicolePJ@health.ok.gov | Website: http://www.ok.gov/health

 

 



From: Lindsay Russell
To: Marie Sanderson; "debbie "; Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: New Report: States Moving Forward to Implement Health Reform¹s Affordable Insurance Exchanges
Date: Wednesday, January 18, 2012 3:52:15 PM

Good afternoon,

Please see the below White House’s press release on ‘States Moving Forward to Implement Health 
Reform’s Affordable Insurance Exchanges. Please review these materials, as we are mindful of the 
administration’s attempt to use Republican states as examples of Obamacare implementation.  This 
press release touts two Republican states as moving forward with obamacare.

We would like to request that you all take a very serious look at this release and get back to us with 
any thoughts, comments or even a quote from your boss that may aid us if, as a caucus, we deem it 
necessary to respond.   We have responded to some press requests at RGA today about this 
exchange report and some of you may get press calls directly.  Please let us know if we may be of 
assistance to you. 

Thank you for your time,

 

Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 

 

 

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 18, 2012

 

New Report: States Moving Forward to Implement Health Reform’s Affordable 
Insurance Exchanges

Twenty-eight States are on their way toward establishing a key component of health 
care reform—Affordable Insurance Exchanges—according to a report issued today 
by the White House.

“States are taking strong steps to implement health reform,” said White House 
Deputy Chief of Staff Nancy-Ann DeParle. “The Obama Administration is working 
in partnership with State leaders across the country.  We will ensure Americans in 



every State have access to an Exchange and the same kinds of insurance choices as 
Members of Congress.”

Affordable Insurance Exchanges are State-based, one-stop marketplaces where 
consumers can choose a private qualified health insurance plan that fits their health 
needs.  Beginning in 2014, Exchanges will offer consumers the same kinds of 
insurance choices that members of Congress will have.

The report released today highlights how some States are moving forward to build 
Affordable Insurance Exchanges. The States profiled are not necessarily the States 
most advanced in establishing an Exchange; instead, they illustrate the diversity of 
approaches and progress being made.  Some of the actions in the report include:

·         Alabama Governor Robert Bentley (R), a physician, issued an Executive 
Order that created the Alabama Health Insurance Exchange Study 
Commission on June 2, 2011, which recommended that Alabama establish its 
own Exchange called the “Alabama Health Insurance Marketplace.” The 
legislature, which meets in February, is expected to take up legislation to 
establish an Exchange.

·         Colorado passed a bipartisan bill to establish the independent Colorado 
Health Insurance Exchange, which was signed into law on June 1, 2011. The 
Colorado Exchange has started public education about health reform and the 
Exchange at its website, www.getcoveredco.org. Organizations such as the 
Colorado branch of the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) 
and the Colorado Association of Commerce and Industry have been active 
participants in the creating the small business component of the Exchange. 

·         In Nevada, unanimous, bipartisan legislation authorized the Silver State 
Health Insurance Exchange, which was signed into law by Governor Brian 
Sandoval (R) on June 16, 2011.  Its board has been appointed, executive 
director named, and application submitted for its next round of funding for 
building the Exchange.

The report outlines some of the steps the Administration has taken to ensure all 
Americans have access to an exchange beginning in 2014. These include developing 
the information technology and business systems necessary to facilitate Exchanges in 
multiple states.

Developing Exchanges is just one of the ways States are implementing health 
reform. In the nearly two years since President Obama signed the Affordable Care 
Act into law, States have enforced the patient protections like banning lifetime dollar 
limits on coverage and ensuring coverage of proven prevention services. Forty-three 
States and the District of Columbia are participating in the new premium rate 
review system where insurers must justify the rationale for any double-digit 
insurance premium increase.  All States have received Affordable Care Act grants to 



improve prevention and public health. And the Affordable Care Act has already 
made an incredible difference to millions of Americans:

·         2.5 million more young adults have health insurance.

·         As of October 2011, more than 2.65 million seniors got a 50 percent discount 
on their prescription drugs when they hit the donut hole.

·         Insurance companies can no longer drop your coverage when you get sick or 
put a lifetime cap on the amount of care you can receive.

To read the report issued today, visit 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/01-18-12_exchange_report.pdf

For more information on the Affordable Care Act, visit www.healthcare.gov. 

###

-----
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The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · Washington DC 20500 · 202-456-1111



From: 
To: 

.. . - . . . " . -

Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

All - - Majority Leader Cantor's team has compiled state-by-state benefits of the Smal l Business Tax Cut 

legislation here: http://www. ma jorityleader .gov /Sma 11 Biz/ 

From: Speaker Alert 
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 3:41 PM 
To: Kinzel, Will 
Subject: New Survey: Small Businesses Confirm POTUS' Policies are Hurting Job Growth; GOP Fighting for 
Solutions 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

New Survey: Small Businesses Confirm POTUS' Policies 
are Hurting Job Growth; GOP Fighting for Solutions 

April 16, 2012 I Posted by Kat ie Boyd (@KEBoydl I Permalink 

The Obama administration claims its policies have been "remarkably effective," but according to the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce's most recent Small Business Outlook Survey released today, America's 
job creators disagree. The vast majority of small business owners surveyed say that the Obama 
administration's onslaught of excessive regulations and the president's fa ilure to address high gas 
prices are weighing heavily on their ability to plan ahead and hire new workers. Here are a few key 
points from the survey, and a look at what House Republicans are doing to help small businesses put 
Americans back to work: 

214837
Sticky Note



PROBLEM: High Gas Prices " Pose an Immediate Threat" to Small Businesses. "Eight out of ten 

small business owners reoort that higher enemy prices pose an immediate threat to the success of 
their business ," according to the survey. While President Obama claims to support an "all -of-the
above" energy strategy, his rhetoric is belied by the fact that gas prices have doubled on his watch, 
while he continues call ing for tax hikes that will increases energy costs and blocking access to 
America's resources. 

• GOP SOLUTION: Increase American Energy Production to Help Address High Gas 
Prices & Create Jobs. With the American Energy Initiative House Republicans have passed 
numerous bills that would remove barriers to American energy production and help create jobs 
(most of which have been blocked by Senate Democrats). That effort will continue moving 

forward in the coming weeks with action on the Gasoline Regulations Act aimed at stopping the 
government red tape that drives up energy prices, and the Strategic Energy Production Act, 
legislation ensuring the Obama administration does not tap the Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
without taking steps to increase American energy production. The House will also continue 
fighting for approval of the widely-popular Keystone pipeline that President Obama has 
rejected and personally lobbied against, at the expense of 20,000 new American jobs. 

PROBLEM: Excessive Regulations One of the Greatest Threats to Small Business Success. 
More than half C52 percent> of the small business owners surveyed say that excessive government red 

tape is the "greatest threat to the success of their business, increasing 9 percent since last June." The 
Obama administration has more than 3 000 new regulations in the pipeline, and has already 
implemented more than 100 major regulations that have added $46 billion in new costs to the 
economy per year, according to a recent Heritage Foundation report. 

• GOP SOLUTION: A Jobs Plan that Stops the Onslaught of Burdensome Regulations. The 
Republican Plan for America's Job Creators includes several measures aimed at reducing the 
excessive regulatory burden on small businesses, including the Regulatorv Accountabilitv Act 
(H.R. 3010) that "requires agencies to assess the costs and benefits" of new regulations on 
small businesses, and the Regulations From the Executive in Need of Scrutiny (REINS! Act 

that would require an up-or-down vote on new ru les that will have a major impact on jobs and 
the economy. These bills - along with several others that remove regulatory obstacles to small 
business growth - also remain stalled in the Democratic-led Senate. 

PROBLEM: ObamaCare "An Obstacle to Hiring More Employees." "Nearly three out of four <73%)" 
of the small business owners surveyed say ObamaCare "is an obstacle to hiring more employees." 
Small businesses owners have repeatedly warned that Democrats' government takeover of health 
care is holding back hiring, and more than two hundred economists agree that that the maze of 
mandates, penalties and regulations in ObamaCare constitutes a major "barrier to stronger job 

growth ." 

• GOP SOLUTION: Keeping the Pledge to America to Repeal ObamaCare & Protect Small 
Businesses. House Republicans have voted more than 25 times to repeal defund and 
dismantle ObamaCare, including a bill that saved small businesses from the job-crushing 
paperwork mandate. The effort to fully repeal the law and replace it with better solutions will 
continue in the weeks and months ahead . 

This week, the House will continue working to create a better environment for small business job 
growth by passing the Small Business Tax Cut Act - Pledge to America legislation that will allow job 

creators to invest more of their resources in their businesses and hire new workers. Learn more on 
the Republican Plan for America's Job Creators website at: jobs.gop.gov. 

SPEAKER PRESS OFFICE 
REP. JOHN BOEHNER (R-OH) 

H-232, THE CAPITOL 
(202} 225-0600 I SPEAKERGOV 
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: FW: NEWS RELEASE: Michigan moves toward state-federal partnership health exchange, leaves door open for MI Health Marketplace
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:27:55 PM
Attachments: image001.png

PR 121116 Healthexchangestatement.docx

FYI- Michigan.
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell
 
 
 

Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:26 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: FW: NEWS RELEASE: Michigan moves toward state-federal partnership health exchange, leaves door open for MI Health Marketplace
 
 
 
 

 
Contact: Sara Wurfel
wurfels@michigan.gov or 517-335-6397

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Friday, Nov. 16, 2012

 

Michigan moves toward state-federal partnership health exchange,
leaves door open for

MI Health Marketplace
 
LANSING, Mich. ‒ Gov. Rick Snyder has filed a grant application to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Service (HHS) to
collaborate with the federal government on a state partnership exchange (SPE). The governor said, however, that if additional federal
deadlines are extended or the Michigan Legislature takes action authorizing a state-based exchange, then Michigan may exercise its
option for the proposed MI Health Marketplace. Snyder has not yet filed a declaration letter formally choosing Michigan’s path.
 
“Ensuring that Michigan residents have the best available quality health care and customer service has been a priority from Day One. I
have felt strongly that a Michigan-run MI Health Marketplace could further accomplish this goal. That said, we must be realistic about
how feasible implementing this could be under the current federal timeframes. At this point we’re moving toward a state partnership
exchange. However, we will continue to work with our legislative partners and seek more details and clarity from the federal government
to make a final determination on Michigan’s path forward – whether that’s a state partnership exchange or state-based exchange.”
 
Thursday, Nov. 15, was a key funding deadline. There are also multiple operational deadlines, some of which have changed twice in the
past week. The next major milestone is now Dec. 14, 2012, when states must declare if they wish to operate their own exchanges. Under
current federal rules, all exchanges must be operational on Oct.1, 2013.
 

#####
 
 

 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: Obamacare Anniversary Action Items
Date: Monday, March 21, 2011 1:44:17 PM

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Lindsay Russell  
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2011 1:45 PM
To: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis
macarter32 ; RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom Rob.Jakubik
bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03  dhiowa ;
jabot10@  jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ; wkloiber ;
David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew
Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov; Candice Whitfield; eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; debbie ;
griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov; Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov;
chadderdona@michigan.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov;
tomichz@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan ;
nguillemard ; sarah.echols  Mike Schrimpf; ts
Bkanzeg t; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us;
ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us; MKennicott@
Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov;
EMainigi  bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; katyoder_99 ;
pjpgator
Cc: Marie T. Sanderson
Subject: RE: Obamacare Anniversary Action Items
 
 
JUST A REMINDER~
 
Coordinated RGPPC Effort 
 
The RGPPC in conjunction with the RGA would like to put out a press release of our own on
Wednesday. We envision the document to have a quote from every Republican Governor about the
effects that Obamacare has had on each individual state.  You can lift or prepare such quotes from
the actions you are already considering for next week. Please email to Mike Schrimpf by tomorrow
close of business.   Mike’s email is mschrimpf@rga.org.    Please feel free to call or email me
with any questions you have regarding this request.
Thank you for your time!



 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Association | RGPPC
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
C:  |  | www.rga.org
 

--

 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; debbie
Subject: FW: Obamacare Hits the States (Again)
Date: Tuesday, January 17, 2012 8:37:13 AM

Good morning- note article from stateline from last week on Obamacare.  Action officers, it will be in
your clips. Timely as most of you are preparing or have prepared your budgets.

Marie

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Mobile (
www.RGPPC.com<http://www.rgppc.com/>
<http://www.rga.org/>

________________________________
From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC) [Chris_Jacobs@rpc.senate.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, January 17, 2012 8:31 AM
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: Obamacare Hits the States (Again)

The website Stateline last week published an analysis<http://bit.ly/wznSE3> of the major issues facing
states in 2012, and not surprisingly Medicaid was high on that list.  While the recession hit states hard,
Obamacare’s onerous new mandates have combined with the continued economic slowdown to inflict a
devastating one-two punch on state budgets:

Two years ago, Medicaid eclipsed K-12 education as the most expensive item in state budgets.  Since
then, it has only kept growing.  Medicaid now comprises 24 percent of state
budgets<http://bit.ly/wazu7w>, when federal funds are counted.  That’s up from 22 percent last year,
according to the National Association of State Budget Officers.  The upward spiral seems to be
continuing.  Even as states get ready to write their budgets for fiscal year 2013, which starts in July in
most states, half of them expect to be wrestling with Medicaid shortfalls in their 2012 budgets,
according to a survey by the Kaiser Family Foundation.
Making the job for fiscal 2013 even more difficult for states are new federal restrictions and an
increasing number of court rulings that limit states’ options for trimming their programs….Other
restrictions on states come from [Obamacare], which prevents states from doing anything that would
lower enrollment.  In addition, a new federal rule proposed late last year would require states to
produce data showing that cuts to hospital and doctor fees won’t make it harder for Medicaid patients
to get the care they need….[Under Obamacare,] states are barred from doing anything that would lower
Medicaid enrollment below the income levels called for in the national health law’s 2014 Medicaid
expansion.  That includes raising premiums and co-pays to levels the federal government considers
unaffordable for low-income patients.  That leaves states with relatively few options when it comes to
controlling Medicaid costs.  They can reduce provider fees and eliminate optional benefits.
As the article demonstrates, Medicaid is a large – and growing – share of state budgets, and has
increasingly begun to crowd out other potential priorities like education, corrections, transportation, etc. 
Yet Obamacare only makes this budgetary mess worse, imposing new unfunded mandates of at least
$118 billion<http://bit.ly/i2bJtL>.  Thus, even as the states (slowly) start to recover from the budgetary
effects of the recession, the budgetary effects of Obamacare will have consequences for years – even
decades – to come.

Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee



(202) 224-2946



From: Mark McCullough
To: Glen Mulready; Lewis H. Moore
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Jonathan Buxton
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange: Advisory Work Groups
Date: Friday, January 21, 2011 12:07:00 PM
Attachments: Key Advisory Work Groups Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange 2011.pdf

Heritage Meeting Notes, 4-12-10.doc

Glen, Lewis,
Ya'll two definitely need to be on one of these sub-groups. I probably should too. We all
hate Obamacare, but the train has left the station and our job now is to INFLUENCE the process and
INFORM elected officials until Congress can shut this thing down. In the process, we may be able to set
up a framework for a "Utah" market based exchange (which is evidently working quite well) to slide in
place of the Federal monstrosity.  Look...the AGENCIES are out in front on this....just like the guys at
that Heritage conference told us would happen. We HAVE to stay informed and relevant to the process
OR WE WILL GET ROLLED - its in my notes! I attached them again - just for giggles.
Mark
 
 

From: Derek Lieser [Derek.Lieser@okhca.org]
Sent: Friday, January 21, 2011 11:29 AM
To: Derek Lieser
Subject: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange: Advisory Work Groups

RE: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange – ADVISORY WORK GROUP Signup
Information
        
Greetings Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange Stakeholders & Interested Parties:
 
Developing a common understanding of what an Oklahoma State Healthcare
Exchange must do is a critical first step in the creation of a strategic road map
for the Exchange.  To accomplish this step, Key Advisory Work Groups and sub-
groups will be formed to develop recommendations on Exchange related issues. 
Each Work Group and sub-group will be responsible to meet, discuss and
perform research to develop recommendations and advise on language to be used
for the development of a strategic plan for the Exchange. Advisory Work Group
participation will require an estimated 3 month commitment. 
 
Following are Key Issues, around which Advisory Work Groups and sub-groups
will be created:
 

1. Governance & Administrative Structure
2. Eligibility Process & Infrastructure
3. Enrollment
4. Information Technology
5. Carrier & Plan Selection
6. Financial Management
7. Education & Marketing

 
Attached to this email is a spreadsheet listing questions and considerations for
each of the seven Key Issues.  The spreadsheet also identifies the Project
Manager who will act as liaison for each Advisory Work Group. Please keep in



mind that the list of questions and considerations is not intended to be
exhaustive and is provided as a tool which can be used by the Advisory Work
Groups to initiate and focus group discussions.  Each Advisory Work Group will
be provided additional resources by the Project Managers as well as be
responsible to perform independent research on its assigned Key Issue. 
 
In preparation of our meeting next Wednesday, please review the attached list
and take careful consideration as to which Advisory Work Group(s) you would
like to participate. Advisory Work Group and sub-group participation will be
assigned based upon the knowledge, demonstrated leadership experience and
areas of expertise of each participant as well as each participant’s ability to
commit the time, effort and resources needed to adequately address the assigned
Key Issue.  In most cases participants will be assigned to the Advisory Work
Group(s) of their choice.
 
Your active participation will be a deciding factor in determining Oklahoma’s
success in the development of an Exchange. Additional information about the
formation and requirements of the Work Groups will be provided at the January
26th, 10:30am -12:00pm, General Stakeholder meeting.  We look forward to
seeing you then to further discussion regarding your participation in the Advisory
Work Groups.
 
Thank you!
Exchange Project Managers,
Derek Lieser & Nicole Prieto Johns
 
 
Derek Lieser | Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services |
Healthcare Exchange | 2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73107 |
Office: 405.522.7270 | E-mail: Derek.Lieser@okhca.org
 
S. Nicole Prieto Johns | Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse
Services | Healthcare Exchange | 2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73107 | Office: 405.522.7685 | E-mail: Nicole.PrietoJohns@okhca.org
 
 
 
=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.



From: Mark McCullough
To: Katie Altshuler; Brian Downs; Jonathan Buxton; Glen Mulready
Subject: FW: Oklahoma wins an Early Innovator Grant
Date: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 1:05:08 PM
Attachments: attachment.pdf

Early Adopter Grant (one file).pdf

Here are the actual requirements for the Exchange grant along with an executive summary.

Mark

 

From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 11:59 AM
To: Mark McCullough; Glen Mulready
Subject: FW: Oklahoma wins an Early Innovator Grant
 
Rep. McCullough,

 

Per your request.

 

Thanks,

Nico

 

From: Buffy Heater 
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 10:06 AM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: RE: Oklahoma wins an Early Innovator Grant
 
Attached is the Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) from HHS/OCIIO. This is the federal grant

guidance provided to states prior to the submission of the state-specific proposals.  Pages 4-9 contain

the executive summary.

 

The second attachment is Oklahoma’s proposal explaining how federal grant funds will be used. Page

1 contains the executive summary.

 

Let me know if you need additional information.

 

Buffy

 

From: Mark McCullough
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 9:16 AM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: RE: Oklahoma wins an Early Innovator Grant

Nico,

Please send me a full copy of the grant requirements with an executive summary.

Thanks.

Mark

 

From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 8:04 AM
To: 'glen.mulready@okhouse.gov:'; Mark McCullough
Subject: Oklahoma wins an Early Innovator Grant



 
Dear Representatives McCullough and Mulready,

 

As I mentioned to you previously, Oklahoma via the Oklahoma Health Care Authority applied for the

federal early innovator grant to build the IT infrastructure necessary for a state-based health insurance

exchange. As you can see below, our application was successful. The official announcement is being

made this afternoon in Washington D.C. There will be a lot of work ahead of everyone but this allows

the state to make our own plan. I also wanted to note that 97 percent of these funds are planned to be

spent through private vendor contracts. I do not have a lot of detail at this time but I am happy to

answer any questions or provide you additional information.

 

Thanks,

Nico

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Wednesday, February 16, 2011

Contact: HHS Press Office
(202) 690-6343

States Leading the Way on Implementation: HHS Awards “Early
Innovator” Grants to Seven States

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) today announced the award of seven
cooperative agreements to help a group of “Early Innovator” states design and implement the
information technology (IT) infrastructure needed to operate Health Insurance Exchanges.  These
states are leading the way on building a better health insurance marketplace, one that allows
individuals and small-business owners to pool their purchasing power to negotiate lower rates. 
Using these new funds, the Early Innovator states will develop Exchange IT models that can be
adopted and tailored by other states.

Kansas, Maryland, New York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Wisconsin, and a consortium of New England
states will receive a total of approximately $241 million.  Information on how much each state or
consortium will receive and how each will use the grant funds is available at
www.HealthCare.gov/news/factsheets/exchanges02162011a.html.

“Early Innovator states will play a critical role in developing a consumer-friendly marketplace
where insurers must compete to deliver the best deal,” said HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius. 
“These grants ensure that consumers in every state will be able to easily navigate their way
through health insurance options.”

Starting in 2014, Exchanges will help individuals and small employers shop for, select, and enroll in
high-quality, affordable private health plans that fit their individual needs at competitive prices.  By
providing a place for one-stop shopping, Exchanges will make purchasing health insurance easier
and more understandable.  Similar to any consumer-based industry such as the airline or banking
industries, sophisticated, consumer-friendly IT infrastructure will be critical to the success of the
Exchanges.  Although Exchanges are not scheduled to launch until 2014, work is already underway
to design and implement them across the country.  As states prepare, they have requested early
funding assistance to develop the right IT, particularly with respect to eligibility and enrollment
systems.

All Early Innovator states have committed to assuring that the technology they develop is reusable
and transferable.  Using the grants, they will develop the building blocks for Exchange IT systems,
providing models for how Exchange IT systems can be created.  This will help states to establish
their Exchanges quickly and efficiently using the models and building blocks created by the Early
Innovator states.  At the same time, states continue to have the flexibility to develop an Exchange
that best meets the needs of their unique health insurance market without having to start from
scratch.

The seven grantees offer a diversity that will be valuable to all states as they work to set up their
Exchanges.  The grantees represent different regions of the country, as well as different Exchange



governance structures and Information Systems.  This diversity will help ensure that a wide range
of IT models are developed, and every state will benefit. 

“Everyone wins,” said Don Berwick.  “This grant program means that states don’t have to waste
money reinventing the wheel, and consumers get the best of the best.”

Summary of Early Innovator Grants

·                     Kansas: Kansas Insurance Department, $31,537,465

·                     Maryland: Maryland Dept of Health and Mental Hygiene, $6,227,454

·                     Multi-State Consortia: University of Massachusetts Medical School, $35,591,333

·                     New York: New York Department of Health, $27,431,432

·                     Oklahoma: Oklahoma Health Care Authority, $54,582,269

·                     Oregon: Oregon Health Authority, $48,096,307

·                     Wisconsin: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, $37,757,266

For more information on grant specifics and state summaries, please visit
www.HealthCare.gov/news/factsheets/exchanges02162011a.html.

###
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From: Lindsay Russell
To: Lindsay Russell
Cc: mike.lesmann@alaska.gov; william.steur@alaska.gov; dcook@dch.ga.gov; valerie.j.harr@dhs.state.nj.us;

Brian.McManus2  Margaret.Whatley@finance.alabama.gov; Pat.Casanova@fssa.in.gov;
bfulenwider@georgia.gov; brobinson@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; smayfield@georgia.gov;
janelcausey  tonykeck ; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; Rteague@gov.state.ga.us;
hedgcockm@GOV.STATE.LA.US; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; Candice
Whitfield; Bill.Hazel@governor.virginia.gov; Kristi.Craig@governor.virginia.gov; Billy.Millwee@hhsc.state.tx.us;
debbie ; michael@iowa.gov; Bruce@la.gov; Calder.Lynch@la.gov; jtlane@la.gov;
Henry.Davis@medicaid.alabama.gov; R.Bob.Mullins@medicaid.alabama.gov;
Robin.Rawls@medicaid.alabama.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov; TrussC@michigan.gov; brian ;
david.tanner@opd.state.ga.us; twatkins@ ; sverma ;
deb.bowman@state.sd.us; larry.iversen@state.sd.us; Darin.J.Gordon@tn.gov; mhales@utah.gov;
nthurston@utah.gov; Dennisg.smith@wi.gov; Becky.Kikkert@wisconsin.gov; Kimberly.Liedl@wisconsin.gov;
carrie.haughawout@insurance.ohio.gov; Executive Faxes; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov;
cindy.sims@alaska.gov; honor.ingels@governor.alabama.gov; rserote@az.gov;
Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; JohnPatrick.Walsh ; rob.jakubik ;
renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; macarter32 ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov;
ts@ ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; debbie ; griffin ; ahorst@sba.IN.gov;
bburdick@gov.IN.gov; cruhl@omb.in.gov; Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov; doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov;
adam.nordstrom ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; wags@la.gov; Jonathan.Ringo@la.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov;
GigliottiL@michigan.gov; msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov;
brian ; ryan ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us;
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; valerie.j.harr@dhs.state.nj.us;
janelcausey  kristacarman ; wstruble ; Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov;
Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us;
rebmyers@state.pa.us; lgromis@  bnutt ; nguillemard
sarah.echols ; twatkins@prfaa.com; Intern Sam Dulik; lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov;
jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jim.soyer@state.sd.us; Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov; mark.cate@tn.gov;
will.cromer@tn.gov; travisrichmond ; katyoder 99 ; chiproytexas ;
brandymarty03@  rspendlove@utah.gov; jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov;
kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov; Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov;
wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov; eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov; ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov;
Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov; margaret.whatley@finance.alabama.gov

Subject: FW: OPINION: REAL MEDICAID REFORM WILL REQUIRE LISTENING AND LEARNING FROM THE STATES
Date: Tuesday, June 28, 2011 3:50:07 PM
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FYI- Opinion Editorial from Governor Otter of Idaho!
 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   
 
 

From: Mark Warbis [mailto:Mark.Warbis@gov.idaho.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 28, 2011 3:22 PM
Subject: OPINION: REAL MEDICAID REFORM WILL REQUIRE LISTENING AND LEARNING FROM THE
STATES
 



 

C.L.  “BUTCH” OTTER

GOVERNOR

 
 

OPINION
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                                CONTACT:
Jon Hanian
June 28, 2011                                                                                                                          (208)
334-2100
11:040
 

REAL MEDICAID REFORM WILL REQUIRE
LISTENING AND LEARNING FROM THE

STATES
 

By Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter
 

For millions of people, Medicaid has become a lifeline – more important in many
ways than family or community. For some, it is a profit center. For others, it is a nightmare
of bureaucracy, entitlement, and too often disappointment.

 
Nationally, healthcare costs continue grabbing headlines, and the issue will be a major

part of the 2012 political debate. 
 
Meanwhile, Idaho and other states are working hard to create public-private

healthcare partnerships and foster local solutions – and along the way to nudge the national
Medicaid reform discussion toward common sense and reality. 
 

Many aspects of our healthcare system are linked to Medicaid, the taxpayer-funded
health benefits program for those meeting eligibility criteria including poverty and disability.
Idaho and other states have been grappling with the complexities and challenges of this
massive government program and its federal mandates since the 1960s. Medicaid cost the
State of Idaho nearly $359 million in the fiscal year ending July 1, and it will take up a
projected 18 percent of Idaho’s General Fund budget in the new fiscal year.

 
That’s to say nothing of how much it costs Idahoans in federal tax dollars every year.

 
In May, U.S. Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah and Congressman Fred Upton of Michigan

sent a letter to all governors asking for feedback on the challenges they face and for ideas on
how to make Medicaid work better.



They cited the fact that both Democrat and Republican governors have expressed the need for
Medicaid reform, seeking to replicate the successful model used in overhauling the welfare
system in the 1990s.
 

“Solutions for sustainable welfare reform came from the states – not just Washington
– and the same model will work to fix Medicaid,” they wrote. And I couldn’t agree more. 
 

I recently joined 27 other Republican governors in signing a letter responding to the
request for input. We agreed first and foremost that Obamacare should be repealed to allow
states the opportunity – and the flexibility – to keep addressing our unique healthcare
challenges. 
 

We agreed that Medicaid should be reformed in a comprehensive and sustainable
manner, not only to improve care for our nation’s most vulnerable citizens, but also to
address the inequities, inefficiencies, excess costs, fraud, waste and abuse that unfortunately
are far too prevalent in Medicaid programs across the country.
 

An expanded report detailing recommendations built upon each state’s input is being
developed for Senator Hatch and Congressman Upton.

 
Idaho’s input will be extremely valuable in helping Congress understand how states

with smaller populations are impacted by the Medicaid system – through our budgets and the
wellbeing of our citizens – and what we already have found will work to improve it.

 
Understandably, the news media’s focus has been on our legal challenge to

Obamacare, confronting an unconstitutional abuse of power and asserting our rights as
citizens of a sovereign state. But that’s only part of the story. Little attention has been paid to
our efforts to more effectively coordinate Idaho initiatives in healthcare through the work of
the Idaho Health Care Council.

 
I established the council in 2010 to support and implement Idaho’s best solutions in

making healthcare more accessible and affordable. Together – patients and physicians,
hospitals and insurers, employers and employees – are helping us develop innovative,
sustainable and market-based solutions to improve healthcare right here at home without
waiting for federal permission, directives or mandates.

 
But we’re not alone in working to move our healthcare system in the right direction. I

am collaborating with 27 other governors and their states, as well as our congressional
delegations, in a unified effort to reform Medicaid in a way that implements proven best
practices and leverages both public and private resources.

 
Our shared goal is to establish and maintain a responsible safety net for our children’s

and grandchildren’s generations without breaking our economy or putting those same
generations and beyond even deeper in debt.  And we are committed to doing it without
giving up our self-determination or freedom.

 
###

 
 
 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: PPACA & Health Outcomes Presentation
Date: Thursday, September 15, 2011 12:26:22 PM
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From: Grissom, VaLauna K. [mailto:VaLaunaG@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2011 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: PPACA & Health Outcomes Presentation 
 
Katie,
 
Julie asked that I forward to you the PowerPoint presentations presented yesterday. I have attached
them in pdf format as well as in PowerPoint. Sorry for the delay in getting these to you. Let me know
if you need anything additional or have difficulty opening the documents.
 
Thanks,
VaLauna
 
**************************
VaLauna Grissom
State Board of Health Secretary

1000 NE 10th Street, Room 305
Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299
Telephone: (405) 271-4200
FAX: (405) 271-3431
E-mail: VaLaunag@health.ok.gov
**************************

Oklahoma could save  lives each year by just meeting the national average on health indicators.
                                                                    

 
 



From: 
To: 
Cc: 

Dustin Huffman 
Dustin Huffman 
Marie Sanderson: QDebora!l!l!l!~hl.!H:!l!oh!l:!!IJl1 ••••• 

Subject: 
Date: 

FW: RELEASE: HATOI: GAO REPORT CONARMS NEED FOR STRUCTURAL REFORMS TO MEDICAID 

Thursday, November 29, 2012 10:22:38 AM 
Attachments: GAO Medicaid Reoort.pdf 

All : 

Please see the below press re lease from Senator Hatch regarding the attached GAO Medicaid Report, which found 

bill ions in unaccountable Medicaid dollars for FY 2009. 

Best, 

Dustin 

Dustin Huffman 

Policy Advisor 

Republican Governors Public Policy Committee I RGA 
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 I Washington, DC 20006 

Office: (202) 662-4927 

Cell:···· 

From: Rep-Press, Finance (Finance) 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 10:59 AM 
To: Lawless, Julia (Finance) 
Subject: RELEASE: HATOi: GAO REPORT CONFIRMS NEED FOR STRUCTURAL REFORMS TO MEDICAID 

Senate Committee on Finance 
enator Orrin Hatch (R-U1), Ranking Me1nbcr 

http:/ /financr.~cnatr.go\' 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 29, 2012 

CONTACT: Julia Lawless. Antonia Ferrier 

(202) 224-4515 

HATCH: GAO REPORT CONFIRMS NEED FOR STRUCTURAL REFORMS TO MEDICAID 

Utah Senator Says, 'This report exposes problems with massive expansions of a program that already yields 
billions of dollars in waste, let's act now and implement robust, structural reforms that will preserve the 

long-term viability of this safety net program for the most vulnerable Americans." 

ASHINGTON - U.S. Senator Orrin Hatch (R-Utah}, Ranking Member of the Senate Finance Committee, 

today said a new Government Accountability Office (GAO} report that found billions of wasteful dollars in 

the Medicaid program demonstrates the clear need for concrete, structural reforms that will help 

guarantee the system's long-term solvency. The report, which was requested by Hatch, found billions in 

~naccountab le Medicaid dollars for f iscal year (FY} 2009. 

f'The President's $2.6 trill ion health law - the cornerstone of his domestic agenda - "covered" half its newly 

i nsured through Medicaid, already an unsustainable, budget-busting entitlement program," said Hatch, 

whose Committee has jurisdiction over the Medicaid program. "But as demonstrated by the nonpartisan 



GAO, the Obama Administration once again bit off more than they can chew and remains woefully 

unprepared for the largest expansion of Medicaid in history. This report exposes problems with massive 

expansions of a program that already yields bill ions of dollars in waste, let's act now and implement robust, 

r tructural reforms that will preserve the long-term viability of this safety net program for the most 

wulnerable Americans." 

e ates report two sets of data to the federal government for purposes of the Medicaid program: CMS-64 

data, which is usually reported on t ime, aggregates state expenditures for purposes of getting payments 

t ram the federal government, and MSIS data, which is routinely 3 years late in coming, represents how the 

'money was spent on individual beneficiaries. The CMS-64 and t he MSIS dat abases are off by about 10 

~ercent every year, and while some of the differences can be accounted for, there are bill ions of Medica id 

dollars unexplained every year. 

Key findings from the GAO Report follow and a full copy of the report can be found HERE: 

• In 2009. $43 billion could not be traced directly back to Medicaid beneficiaries: " In f iscal year 

2009, the difference between MSIS and CMS-64 was $43 bill ion. Much of the difference was 

primarily the result of the different designs of each data set. CMS uses MSIS data for beneficiary

specific expenditures, while CMS-64 data are used to compute the federal financial participation for 

each stat e's Medicaid program costs. However, even after adjusting for DSH payments, Medicare 

premiums, prescription drug rebates, and Medicaid health insurance payments, differences remain . 

In fiscal year 2009, total MSIS expenditure data, after adjustments, showed MSIS at 94 percent of 

CMS-64 expenditures, which left bill ions of dollars unexplained ." 

• States are generally 3 years late in telling the federal government how they spent Medicaid 

money: "The 3-year lag in states' reporting of MSIS data prevents its use for timely oversight of 

beneficiary-related utilization and other spending t rends. For example, identifying a difference in 

hospital expenditures between MSIS and CMS-64 is of limited use when detected 3 years later. If 

states were meeting the current requirement of providing MSIS data 45 days after each quarter, 

then such comparisons could provide more useful and timely information." 

• Medicaid continues to be an easy target for waste. fraud. and abuse - a program in dire need of 

reform not a massive expansion: "Medica id is on GAO's high-risk list because of vulnerabilities to 

waste, fraud, abuse, and mismanagement." "This is critical given that Medicaid, a program that 

GAO identified on our high-risk list, has among the highest estimated improper payments of any 

federal program reporting such data." 

### 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Conrad, Matt (GOV); Debbie Hohlt; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: FW: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in Supreme Court Case Challenging

Obamacare
Date: Monday, February 13, 2012 12:57:58 PM

All:
 
Please find the press release which was just sent regarding the filing of the amicus brief. Please let
us know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2012 12:53 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in Supreme Court Case
Challenging Obamacare
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-8389
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee Files Amicus Brief in

Supreme Court Case Challenging Obamacare
 
The Republican Governors Association policy arm, the Republican Governors Public Policy
Committee, filed an amicus brief with the United States Supreme Court arguing against the
constitutionality of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  The brief was filed
through Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli and the Commonwealth of Virginia.
 
The filing marks the first time that the Republican Governors Public Policy Committee has
ever submitted an amicus brief to the Supreme Court.
 
“While the amicus focuses on the individual mandate, this case is about far more than just
that component,” said RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell.  “The Obama administration’s
healthcare takeover grants sweeping authority to the federal bureaucracy to dictate to
individuals, churches, charities, hospitals, schools, businesses and states how they must
operate. This is the opposite of the vision of America set forth by our nation’s founders.”
 



“At its core, this case is about the future of America, and whether we maintain our identity as
a federal republic, or creep ever closer to a centralized government in which all the power
flows out of Washington,” McDonnell concluded.
 
The full brief can be found by clicking HERE, and a summary of its arguments is below:
 

SUMMARY
 

I.          THE PRESUMPTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY ATTACHING TO PPACA
IS WEAK OWING TO THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS EMPLOYED IN ITS
ENACTMENT.  There is doctrinal and philosophical support for such a presumption resting
upon notions of separation of powers, particularly where it appears PPACA was not passed
through any process resembling regular order.  The United States Senate passed PPACA late
on Christmas Eve 2009 as a floor substitute on a straight party line vote.  The legislative
vehicle was a House tax bill chosen to satisfy the Originating Clause for the taxes in
PPACA.   PPACA passed the Senate on cloture with considerable minority protest. To the
extent that a presumption of constitutionality arises from regular order and a hard look by
Congress at the limits of its own power, those conditions are simply not present.           
 
II.        THE FACT THAT CONGRESS HERETOFORE HAS NEVER CLAIMED
THE POWER TO REQUIRE A CITIZEN TO PURCHASE A GOOD OR SERVICE
FROM ANOTHER CITIZEN TENDS TO NEGATE THE EXISTENCE OF THAT
POWER.  In the case of PPACA, the lack of historical precedent was well known to
Congress before it acted.  At the heart of PPACA is § 1501, which generally requires
American citizens to purchase a good or service from other citizens, namely, a health
insurance policy.  When the Senate Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research
Service whether a mandate supported by a penalty would be constitutional, the response was
equivocal:  "Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce
Clause is perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it is a novel
issue whether Congress may use this clause to require an individual to purchase a good or a
service."      
 
III.       THE MANDATE AND PENALTY ARE CONTRARY TO THE TEXT OF THE
COMMERCE CLAUSE AND FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS.     
 
A.        The Mandate and Penalty are Not Supported by the Text of the Commerce
Clause.  Noah Webster in 1828 defined commerce as "an interchange or mutual change of
goods, wares, productions, or property of any kind, between nations or individuals, either by
barter, or by purchase and sale; trade; traffick."  This is commerce.  Its hallmarks are
spontaneity and voluntary activity; not a command to buy something.  The claim that
commerce means not commercial activity but mere passivity is violently discordant with any
normal use of the word commerce at the founding or at any subsequent time.  
 
B.        The Historical Context in which the Commerce Clause was Drafted Makes it
Highly Unlikely that it Included a Power to Command a Citizen to Purchase Goods or
Services From Another Citizen.  The founding generation would have regarded as
preposterous any suggestion that Great Britain could have solved its colonial problems by
commanding Americans to purchase tea under the generally conceded power of parliament to
regulate commerce.      
 



C.        There is No Tradition of Using the Commerce Clause to Require a Citizen to
Purchase Goods or Services from Another Citizen.  Because this regime viewed the
regulation even of economic activity as illegitimate unless that activity harmed or threatened
harm to someone else, Lochner v. New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), it is inconceivable that the
Commerce Clause prior to 1938 would have been deemed to validly reach inactivity.  The
question thus becomes, has the Supreme Court decided any case in the post-Lochner era that
has extended the Commerce Clause far enough to cover the mandate and penalty?
 
D.        The Mandate and Penalty are Outside the Existing Outer Limits of the
Commerce Clause and Associated Necessary and Proper Clause as Measured by
Supreme Court Precedent. "[E]ven if [an] activity be local and though it may not be
regarded as commerce, it may still, whatever its nature, be reached by Congress if it exerts a
substantial economic effect on interstate commerce, and this irrespective of whether such
effect is what might at some earlier time have been defined as 'direct' or 'indirect.'"  Wickard,
317 U.S.  at 125 (emphasis added).  Wickard marks the affirmative outer limits of the
Commerce Clause.  

 
Since Wickard, the Supreme Court has proceeded no further than to hold that

Congress can regulate three things under the Commerce Clause: (1) "use of the channels of
interstate commerce" (2) "the instrumentalities of interstate commerce," and (3) "activities
that substantially affect interstate commerce."  U.S. v. Lopez, 514 U.S. at 558-59.  “[T]he
Federal balance is too essential a part of our constitutional structure and plays too vital a role
in securing freedom for us to admit inability to intervene when one or the other level of
Government has tipped the scales too far."  Id. at 578.
           

None of this is changed by an appeal to the Necessary and Proper Clause.  This Court
elsewhere has emphatically held that the Necessary and Proper Clause is limited by general
principles of federalism independent of any direct prohibition.  Alden v. Maine, 527 U.S. 706
(1999) ("When a 'Law . . . for carrying into Execution' the Commerce Clause violates the
principle of state sovereignty reflected in the various constitutional provisions . . . it is not a
'Law . . . proper for carrying into Execution the Commerce Clause,' and is thus, in the words
of The Federalist, 'merely [an] act of usurpation' which 'deserves to be treated as such.'")
(citing Printz, 521 U.S. at 923-24).  It simply does not matter how "necessary" the mandate
and penalty might be to the congressional scheme if the end being pursued is improper under
the Necessary and Proper Clause.           
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Scott Mason
Subject: Fw: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 7:03:04 PM

 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto  
Sent: Sunday, November 11, 2012 06:54 PM
To: Adam.nordstrom@  Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update 
 
Guys—
 
In an effort to make you guys aware of moving parts for the Governors’ meeting in Las Vegas, below
is a summary of your subcommittee’s report. I expect most of the policy portion to be dedicated to
Obamacare and the conversations as of late, and I do not expect governors to be asked to make a
subcommittee report. Nevertheless, I wanted to share with you what we have prepared for your
committee. Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Federalism (Fallin and Brownback)

·         This subcommittee worked with the other committees to weave themes of Federalism
throughout the language used in reports, letters and press releases. 

·         This subcommittee also has investigated potential partnerships with other organizations,
such as the National Association of Counties to evaluate unfunded mandates.

 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: FW: RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell: How Much Longer Will the President Ignore Governors?
Date: Thursday, September 27, 2012 1:03:13 PM

FYI.
 
Thanks,
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 12:58 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell: How Much Longer Will the President Ignore Governors?
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-8389
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell: How Much
Longer Will the President Ignore Governors?

 
The Republican Governors Association released a new letter today reiterating the need for
additional guidance on the Medicaid and Health Insurance Exchanges provisions in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.
 
In the 80 days since 29 Republican governors first submitted their questions, the Obama
Administration has only addressed a few of the questions in any meaningful way.
 
Click HERE to read the letter.



 
“Thirty months have passed since the President signed Obamacare into law, and it ought to
be alarming that the Democrats who wrote the legislation are still trying to figure out what’s
in it,” said RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell.  “Unfortunately, this ill-conceived law has
serious consequences for patients and doctors as well as taxpayers and state governments.”
 
“We are now nearly two-thirds of the way to the law’s alleged implementation date. How
much longer will the Obama Administration make governors wait to have our questions
answered?” McDonnell asked.
 
“As governors continue to wait for answers, it becomes more and more clear that Obamacare
needs to be repealed and replaced, and the only way to do that is by electing Mitt Romney in
November,” McDonnell concluded.
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: RGA Continues to Press HHS for Answers
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 3:56:25 PM
Attachments: Sebelius 7 23.pdf

AO’s and Healthcare Advisors:
 
Please find RGA’s response to HHS’s letter to us attached. 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Monday, July 23, 2012 3:31 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Continues to Press HHS for Answers
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-8389
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Continues to Press HHS for Answers 

 
The Republican Governors Association released a letter today written by Virginia Governor
Bob McDonnell, Chairman of the RGA, addressing the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services’ letter declining to directly address the 30 questions about the future of
Medicaid and Health Insurance Exchanges raised by Republican governors last week.
 
In fact, as part of the official response to the governors’ very specific questions, the
Department stated, “more guidance will be issued in the year and a half before the Medicaid
eligibility expansion and exchanges begin.”
 



A copy of Governor McDonnell’s letter is attached, and an excerpt is below:
 

On July 10th I wrote a letter on behalf of the 29 republican governors asking 30
specific questions about the implementation of exchanges and the expansion of
Medicaid.  The July 13, 2012 letter from Acting Administrator Marilyn Tavenner
was a cordial but vague response from the Obama Administration.  With the
challenging and detailed work ahead for our nation to address the issues of health
care, the letter was wholly inadequate.  The response was neither substantive nor
serious and appeared to be more of a marketing tool than serious problem
solving... 
 
…As you may have seen from the reports from the National Governors Association
meeting that I was honored to host in Williamsburg, Virginia, a majority of the
nation’s governors are uncertain about the major decisions which must be made on
what kinds of exchanges to implement, whether to expand Medicaid, and how the
vast new bureaucracies will be paid for and administered in a nation $16 trillion
in debt.
 
Therefore we need specific answers, not general platitude.  If you don’t know the
answers, please tell us.  Otherwise, please address the many serious questions we
have on these issues, and please answer the NGA staff as well on the issues raised
on behalf of ALL the nation’s governors…
 
… We do not need yet another tour that promotes PPACA but ignores the realities
of implementation of a more than 2000 page bill that few read.
 
I’ve taken the liberty of reattaching our list of questions. Specific, written
responses to each question would be most beneficial to governors and our staffs. 
Hopefully, your administration is willing and able to cooperate with the nation’s
governors by answering each question thoroughly. I look forward to hearing from
you.
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 2:36:08 PM

 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 2:35 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to President Obama
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-8389
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Letter on Medicaid and Exchanges to

President Obama
 
Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell, chairman of the Republican Governors Association, sent
a letter on behalf of Republican governors to President Obama today seeking clarification on
critical outstanding questions related to the federal health care law in the wake of the
Supreme Court’s decision.
 
To read a copy of the letter in its entirety, click HERE. An excerpt of Governor McDonnell’s
letter, including the questions, is below:
 

While we continue to believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the PPACA, states
now confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions in the wake of the Supreme
Court decision.   Before making any final policy decisions, governors must carefully consider the
short and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of
significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs.
 
The states’ burden of the expansion population as well as administrative costs remains
significant.  Increased spending on Medicaid crowds out resources available to states to spend on
other meaningful priorities like education, the environment, public safety and infrastructure.
 
Moreover, even before increasing the Medicaid-eligible population as prescribed by PPACA,
Medicaid has been on an unsustainable path, comprising a growing share of state budgets every
year.  It is difficult to see how expanding Medicaid without reform would do anything other than
put more strain on state budgets and the taxpayers, especially when considering that many
pernicious provisions that curtail state flexibility remain.
 
While the Supreme Court decision focused on the states’ role in determining whether a Medicaid



expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, states also face other PPACA-related decisions,
like whether to establish a state based health-insurance exchange or accept the default of a
federal exchange.  As the exchange issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being
tasked with shouldering all the responsibility without any authority.
 
If states determine that a Medicaid expansion is not in the best interests of its citizens, it is likely
that there will be a significant gap in coverage for low-income individuals who do not qualify for
tax credits.  We believe it is incumbent upon the authors of PPACA and your Administration to
detail precisely how you intend to address this situation. 
 
We also believe that it is unlikely that the federal government will have fully functional
exchanges in place by the Fall of 2013 in order for millions of Americans to be able to purchase
coverage beginning January 2014.  We respectfully request the Administration provide the
detailed work plan that demonstrates these deadlines will be met.  If they cannot be met, the
responsible course would be for HHS to level with us and the American people.  We also do not
understand how the federal government can begin to afford to implement PPACA, with deficits
already over $1 trillion in every year of your presidency, and the debt growing $5 trillion in the
past 3 years to an outrageous record of nearly $16 trillion.
 
The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation – for decades
to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose wisely. We have taken the liberty
of compiling below just some of the critical questions that must have answers before states can
determine best how to proceed in light of the Court’s decision. We undertake this task with a
sense of great responsibility, and resolve to only move forward when we have full and complete
knowledge of all the implications of our decision.

 
Healthcare Exchanges:
 

1.)     Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised and re-
opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme Court ruling
(e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to interface with
Medicaid)? What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations?
 

2.)     When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential health benefits,
actuarial value and rating areas be issued?

 
3.)     The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and Level

2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect extensions of the deadlines for
implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme Court ruling and the linkage
between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and enrollment functions?  In addition,
will the deadlines change for states implementing a partnership exchange?  Will the
deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal exchange? 

 
4.)     When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be

considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How will the long term
funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be sustained?

 
5.)     States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a charge and

by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax credit/cost-sharing reduction
service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance programs.

 
6.)     When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? The

procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal exchange have
not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange is better for our
citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will be.  Taking grant money
at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange makes more



sense for a particular state.
 

7.)     When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for states
to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to have to start
from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.

 
8.)     If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal government

contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states, when will the regulations
regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be released?

 
9.)     It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate money will

seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the enactment provisions of the law allow the
Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without Congressional action to appropriate
money. 

 
10.)  What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants if their

exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to increase taxes on either
its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at risk? What
penalties does the federal government envision in this case?

 
11.)  What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, and

subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better?  Will the federal
government claw back these grant dollars from the states?

 
12.)  What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange implementation?

The federal exchange is currently structured to provide Medicaid eligibility determination.
How will this work if some states participate and others do not?

 
13.)  Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision in the law that

reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people will qualify for
subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does the
Administration support that change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do not, why
do you think people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
14.)  CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for states to improve

their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social service programs. Will that funding
continue?   

 
15.)  Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, states are

charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for all of the insurance
affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), advance tax credits for individual
and Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves
another major question on the table.  What about all of the other social service programs?
Will states still be able to create an eligibility system for all social service programs under
the 90/10 funding mechanism?

 
16.)  In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of Personnel

Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must be included in every
exchange, when will the rules be released detailing the requirements and timeline for multi-
state plans. How OPM structures these rules can be very disruptive to a state’s insurance
market.

 
17.)  Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be

financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high risk pool
or an exchange?

 



 
Medicaid
 

1.)     When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related topics?
 

2.)     Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if a state will be participating in
the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the exchange declaration deadline? The
two programs are currently scheduled to be implemented simultaneously in January 2014.

 
3.)     Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal poverty

level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced federal medical
assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly covered” populations?

 
4.)     Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100% FPL)

years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?
 

5.)     Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to the
current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal match goes
away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you waive the MOE under your
1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to comply with MOE
requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state chooses
not to expand is the MOE no longer effective?

 
6.)     Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care codes, are you

going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it? Congressional Republicans have
expressed opposition to any funded for PPACA. 

 
7.)     Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to MAGI for

purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they expand to the optional adult
group?  If so, how do states link the categorical eligibility criteria to the MAGI? How will
the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria?

 
8.)     If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but then

chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% enhanced
FMAP for the previously expanded population?

 
9.)     Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population that

encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability provisions, the use of high
deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s choice?

 
10.)  What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility

options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give further input on the
needed reforms?

 
11.)  You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not committed a

crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be exempt from the individual
mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical services given to these individuals?

 
12.)  Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and

accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?
 

13.)   The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a methodology
based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will HHS issue the
regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that does not see a decrease
in its uninsured population will the remaining state absorb the full reduction?  In addition,
can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can
a state implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the



uninsured/uncompensated care services?
 
 

-30-
 

Paid for and authorized by the Republican Governors Association
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: FW: RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on Healthcare
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 1:40:11 PM
Attachments: 2012-11-14-POTUS Letter.pdf

FYI.
 
Thank you,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 1:37 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on Healthcare
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-839
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on

Healthcare
RGA Chairman Governor Bob McDonnell and Governor Bobby Jindal sent a letter today to
President Obama asking him to extend the deadline for choosing a health insurance exchange
and requesting a meeting with him to discuss the many state responsibilities required under
the Patient Protection Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and the lack of guidance provide by his
Administration thus far.
 
In order to be compliant with federal guidance states must decide whether or not they will
choose to move forward with a state based healthcare exchange by November 16.  The



guidance Friday from Secretary Sebelius extends the date only for the election of a
partnership exchange, and subsequently for the federal exchange.
 
As it stands, current guidance contains numerous instances where it mentions that further
rulemaking or guidance will be issued, making it difficult for states to make the best decision
for their unique populations.  In addition, last Thursday, HHS submitted two proposed
regulations to OMB, hinting that the Administration had the information necessary for states
to make their decisions but was waiting until after the election to release. 
 
 “The lack of a complete and open rulemaking process and the deficit of information being
shared with states have created a virtual roadblock for governors, who must decipher what
type of exchange is appropriate for their state,” said RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell. “We
are asking for the President to intervene with HHS, push the deadline and engage directly
with governors of both parties in a serious dialogue about healthcare exchanges and overall
healthcare reform in our states.” 
 
In their letter, the governors’ wrote: “As has been stated many times, before making any final
policy decisions, governors must carefully consider the short and long-term implications of
an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of significantly increasing the size of
government to manage these programs. In the near term, we need to better understand how
the federal government will implement a federal exchange as it is clear most states will not
be ready on their own.  We also have concerns about future cost shifting to states, and need
certainty as we prepare our budgets, many of which are biennial budgets.  We also remain
very concerned about the unsustainable deficits and national debt, and the reality that
imprudent implementation of PPACA will contribute dramatically to an increase in both.” 
 In August of 2011, the Republican governors submitted 31 specific solutions for Medicaid
reform to improve the delivery of service and reduce costs for the federal government and
states. When healthcare reform was discussed in 2010 and PPACA ultimately passed, no
governor was invited to provide input into the nation’s healthcare overhaul.
“The American people want Republicans and Democrats to work together to move our
country forward, and we ask the President and his Cabinet to work with governors to
honestly address the real concerns we have about the health care law and our nation’s
healthcare system as a whole,” said Governor Bobby Jindal.
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Debbie Hohlt; Jeannemarie Davis
Subject: FW: RGA Statement on New Health Insurance Exchange Regulations
Date: Monday, March 12, 2012 1:54:06 PM

FYI.
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 1:52 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Statement on New Health Insurance Exchange Regulations
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-8389
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Statement on New Health Insurance Exchange Regulations

 
Republican Governors Association Chairman Bob McDonnell issued the following statement
regarding the U.S. Department of Health Human Services’ release of new regulations
governing Health Insurance Exchanges:
 
“Once again, the Obama administration has overpromised, oversold and under-delivered, this
time with regards to granting states the flexibility needed to establish and maintain health
insurance exchanges.  The regulations issued today by the Department of Health and Human
Services extend the federal government’s reach into the states and will cost the states millions
of dollars annually to operate. This Administration’s inability to provide critical guidance to
their broken healthcare reform mandate gives more and more credence to the necessity of the
Supreme Court ruling this law unconstitutional.” 
 
Shortcomings of the Regulations
 

·         No clarity on what benefit mandates will be imposed on states
·         No clarity on cost-sharing
·         No clarity on risk adjustment and reinsurance
·         No clarity on the federal health insurance exchange that would be forced upon states

if they refuse to implement the law
·         No clarity regarding who will pay for a federal health insurance exchange
·         No clarity on "partnership exchanges"

 
Bottom Line



 
Rather than provide clarity, the rule opens new questions and is silent on the most crucial
pieces of information for states. To date, HHS has not issued proposed rules in many of the
areas listed above.
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: RGA Statement on Supreme Court Decision
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 9:33:55 AM

 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 9:33 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Statement on Supreme Court Decision
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-8389
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Statement on Supreme Court Decision

 
Republican Governors Association Chairman Bob McDonnell issued the following statement
regarding the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act:
 
“Today’s ruling crystallizes all that’s at stake in November’s election.  The only way to stop
Barack Obama’s budget-busting health care takeover is by electing a new president. 
 
Barack Obama’s health care takeover encapsulates his Presidency: Obamacare increases
taxes, grows the size of government and puts bureaucrats over patients while doing nothing to
improve the economy.
 
It’s never been more important that we elect a President who understands the marketplace
and will make job creation his top priority.  By replacing Barack Obama with Mitt Romney,
we will not only stop the federal government’s healthcare takeover, but will also take a giant
step towards a full economic recovery.”
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Deborah Hohlt; Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell; Intern Dustin Huffman
Subject: FW: RGPPC Chief of Staff Conference call: Fri. 2/3 3PM EDT-3:30 PM EDT
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:12:10 PM
Attachments: NGV 011112 -- Bloomberg Business Week -- Chrysler to Begin Natural.pdf

NGV 100311 -- GM Bi-Fuel Pickup -- Press Release.pdf
NGV MOU - Amended 1-27-11 (2).pdf
2012 Policy Contacts Survey (2).pdf
2012 PPACA Survey.pdf
2012 Energy and Env Regs Survey.pdf
2012-02-02-CoS EE Brief.pdf
2012 02 02 Healthcare Exchange Award Summary 2.pdf
2011 11 15 Daniels Memos to Govs.pdf
2012-02-01 State of States Summary2.pdf
2012 2 02 COS Committee Update 2.pdf
2012 NGA WM Program Draft for Staff.docx
2012-02-30-HC Exchangestatus MW.pdf

Action officers,
 
Per our meeting on Monday, I indicated I would make you aware of the documents provided to your
COSs for tomorrow’s COS call.  As we discussed, many of the COSs hope this to be strictly a peer to
peer conversation with other COSs.  We want them to be as prepared as possible in their discussion
and we hope this advance agenda is helpful to you. None of this should be new information and
many of the documents are documents you’ve already received.   There is a summary of goals for
the subcommittees. This is still in draft form but we will discuss these activities on Monday.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 

AGENDA
 
 

1.       Roll Call (Marie Sanderson- RGPPC)
 

2.        Welcome from the RGA Chairman (Martin Kent- VA)
 

a.       NGA meeting coordination and White House meeting (suggested  themes: Jobs and
the Economy, healthcare, Energy, and unfunded mandates/federalism. Talking
points will be forwarded to your state). See schedule attached (“2012 NGA WM
Program Draft for Staff”)

 
b.      Healthcare lawsuit Amicus Brief- Deadline Feb. 6

 
3.        Welcome from RGPPC Chairman (Earl Goode- IN)

 
a.       Governor Daniels Best Practices E Harmony Effort; see attached survey to complete

included in Gov. Daniels’ 11/15/2011 memo to governors (“2011 11 15 Daniels
Memos to Govs”).  We are seeking responses from 13 more states. The first

matching making session on Performance Management, taught by IN, is Feb 17th at



RGA in DC
 

4.        Overview of efforts and attachments (Marie- RGPPC)
 

a.       State of State Summary- a draft summary is prepared, attached (“2012-02-01 State
of States Summary2”).  This memo will continued to  be enhanced and updated as
budgets are released and reviewed.

 
b.      State healthcare exchange update- see two documents attached summarizing award

grants is attached (“2012 0101 Healthcare Exchange Award Summary and 2012-02-
03 Exchangestatus_MW”). Neither are intended to label a state’s position on
healthcare exchanges. 

 
c.        Energy Brief- brief attached (“2012 COS EE Brief”). This brief is a summary of reports

RGPPC is providing to energy staff. 
 

d.       Surveys— see surveys attached and links below to online versions (“2012 PPACA
Survey, 2012 Energy and Env Regs Survey, 2012 Policy Contacts Survey”)

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House Energy
and Commerce to push back on a White House report indicating that some R
states, which are moving forward with some form of a healthcare exchange,
are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA

2.        Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on the
most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and ESA. Survey
is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

3.         Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information. We are
seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets in each
office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency head.
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F
 

e.       RGPPC Subcommittee Goals; summary document attached (“COS Committee Update
2”)

 
f.         RGPPC Events (TBD- beginning in May- Nov)

 
5.        Other Business

 
a.       Natural gas MOU (Denise Northrop- OK ) see press materials and MOU attached

(“NGV 01112 Bloomberg Bus Week, NGV 100311 GM Bi-Fuel Pickup, and NGV-MOU
Amended 1-27-11”)
 

6.        Logistics, Meet via conference call quarterly? 
 



 
Thank you. We look forward to continuing our work with you and your teams.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
Repulican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rga.org

 



From: Intern Dustin Huffman
To: Marie Sanderson; Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: RGPPC Policy and Press
Date: Thursday, January 12, 2012 9:51:45 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
Policy & Press | January 12, 2012

 
 
National
The American Jobs and Growth Agenda (Real Clear Politics)
 
 
Budget and Tax
Brownback proposes sweeping income tax plan (Kansas City Star)
 
O’Malley springs sales-tax surprise on assembly (Washington Times)
 
Ariz. governor seeking tax changes for business (Arizona Republic)
 
 
Energy and Environment
Fallin Urges Obama To Approve Keystone Pipeline (KTUL)
 
Industry Challenges Texas Pipeline Ruling (WSJ)
 
Power Plants Top EPA List on Emissions (WSJ)
 
 
Education
Haslam targets teacher salaries (Tennessean)
 
S.D. governor proposes bonuses for top teachers (Sioux City Journal)
 
 
Labor and Pensions
Deal covers vote on 'right to work' (Indianapolis Star)
 
Unions adapt to new rules, even as they fight to reverse them (Stateline)
 
 
Healthcare
Early Innovator States Struggling To Advance Insurance Exchanges (iHealthBeat)
 
Nearly 500 state lawmakers to press Supreme Court to uphold healthcare mandate (The Hill)
 
5% of Americans account for half of health care spending (USA Today)
 



Patient groups seek delay on “essential benefit” rules (The Hill)
 
Health Net sells Medicare Plan to CVS for $160M (Fierce Health Payer)
 
Universal American to acquire APS health care for $227.5M (Health Care IT News)
 
New, emerging health technologies take stage at Consumer Electronics show (Fierce Health IT)
 
The fate of healthcare Reform – What to expect in 2012 (New England Journal of Medicine)
 
 
Economic Development
Go Build Georgia warmly received (WALB)
 
 
 
 
Dustin Huffman
Policy Intern 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
dhuffman@rga.org



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg  bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon
Steinmann (bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us); brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus
( ); Brian Nutt ); carol.statkus@wyo.gov;
clipparelli ; CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us;
david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ( ); Dennis Muchmore
(muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher
(doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); Ed Perez (eperez@osfr.state.tx.us); emainigi ; Eric Finkbeiner
(eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov); griffin@ ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10 ;
jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov);
jboeyink@  Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff
Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter
(jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz
(John.Katz@alaska.gov); joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman ( ); Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov);
Lgromis@  macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson (msanderson@governor.state.ms.us);
mark.cate@tn.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov);
Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mkennicott
mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard ( ); rebmyers@state.pa.us;
renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov);
Ryan McGinness ( ; Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Spence
Geissinger m); Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov);
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith ( );
travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov);
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell)
Subject: FW: RSC Policy Brief & Action Item--Obamacare Florida Lawsuit Update
Date: Friday, March 11, 2011 8:58:55 AM
Attachments: Obamacare Florida Lawsuit Update.pdf

Obamacare Florida Lawsuit Update.doc

Some of you may already receive info from the RSC, so FYI.
 
Please note the highlighted paragraph below regarding Berwick’s comments - - my understanding is
that Governors are having a difficult time communicating with him?
 
 

From: Murray, Joe 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 6:01 PM
To: RSC-LEAD-OH04@ls2.house.gov
Subject: RSC Policy Brief & Action Item--Obamacare Florida Lawsuit Update
 
Late Tuesday afternoon, the federal government, through the Department of Justice, filed their official

appeal and a request for an expedited appeal with the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals in the Florida

Obamacare lawsuit. The attached RSC Policy Brief highlights some key findings within Judge Roger

Vinson’s order granting the federal government a stay of his declaratory judgment ruling Obamacare

unconstitutional pending appeal.

 

Also, yesterday’s CQ Today article yesterday (page 11) quoted Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) Administration Donald M. Berwick as stating, “I am talking with anyone
in Congress who wants to talk with me. I enjoy it, and we’re trying to find our way to a better
health care system. That’s the job I’m doing, and we have plenty of formats for interaction
around that.”  This is not the first time that Administrator Berwick has offered to meet with any
Member of Congress. At a November 17, 2010 Senate Finance Committee hearing, Administrator
Berwick mentioned, “I want to have dialogue with you and all the Members of Congress…any
request at an individual level to meet with any Member of Congress that’s come my way I have
said yes to and done it and I look forward to ongoing dialogue and exchange with this
committee and all Members of Congress, it’s my job to do that.”  



 

Some RSC Members have already sat down and personally met with Administrator Berwick to discuss

his role as Administrator to an agency whose budget is larger than the Pentagon’s, his background,

and any other health care related issue. We recommend that your boss consider making a similar

request.

 

 

Joseph R. Murray
Professional Policy Staff

U.S. House Republican Study Committee

Office of Rep. Jim Jordan (OH-04), Chairman

202 225-6168

202 226-0577 (fax)

http://rsc.jordan.house.gov

 

 

 



From: AJ Mallory
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Secretary Sebeilus" Response to Governors" Letter Regarding State Flexibility to Implement the Affordable

Care Act
Date: Friday, February 25, 2011 5:22:43 PM
Attachments: Dear GovernorFeb 24.pdf

From: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs (HHS/IGA) [mailto:HHSIGA@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 5:54 PM
To: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs (HHS/IGA)
Subject: Secretary Sebeilus' Response to Governors' Letter Regarding State Flexibility to Implement the
Affordable Care Act
 
Dear Colleague:
 
This afternoon, Secretary Sebelius responded to a letter co-signed by your Governor
encouraging more state flexibility in implementing the Affordable Care Act, and in particular
the Act’s provisions relating to the establishment of state-based health insurance exchanges.
 The Secretary is sending a personalized letter to your Governor, but a copy of the language
is attached.
 
Paul Dioguardi
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: Senators Challenge Insurance Mandate
Date: Monday, February 13, 2012 4:28:04 PM
Attachments: 2.13.12 Amicus Brief.pdf

AO’s and Healthcare leads:

FYI- Senate files amicus brief too. We’ll do a wrap up on the rest of the moving parts at the end of the
week to prevent more inbox filling…..

-mts

From: Communications Center [mailto:Communications_Center@mcconnell.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2012 3:30 PM
To: Communications Center
Subject: Senators Challenge Insurance Mandate
 

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS
 

Senators Challenge Insurance Mandate
43 Republicans Submit Amicus Brief On Behalf Of The Supreme Court

Challenge Filed By States And Small Businesses
 
WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell and 42 of his colleagues filed an amicus
brief with the United States Supreme Court Monday on behalf of the bipartisan, multi-state challenge to the
Democrats’ health spending law.

“The Democrats’ 2,700 page health spending bill represents an unprecedented and unconstitutional
expansion of the federal government into the daily lives of every American,” Sen. McConnell said.
“Americans have rejected the law’s mandate that they must buy government-approved health insurance,
and we hope the Supreme Court will do the same.”

The following are excerpts from the amicus brief:

“Put simply, Congress acted without constitutional authority in enacting the Individual Mandate of the
PPACA. In so doing, it has damaged Congress’ institutional legitimacy and has triggered severe
conflicts between state and federal governments that the Constitution was carefully designed to avert.”

“Because the Individual Mandate regulates a simple decision or choice not to purchase a particular
product, it exceeds the proper scope of the Commerce Clause.”



“If Congress may punish a decision to refrain from engaging in a private activity (namely, the purchase
of health insurance) because the consequences of not engaging in it, in the aggregate, could
substantially affect interstate commerce, then the Congress can require the purchase of virtually
anything. For example, this same rationale would allow Congress to punish individuals for not
purchasing a host of health-related products, such as vitamin supplements, the use of which could lower
aggregate health costs. Indeed, it is hard to imagine any private decision not to purchase a particular
good or service that does not have some economic impact when aggregated among millions of people.
Under that rationale, the government could mandate any commercial activity.”

The brief was signed by:

Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT), Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN), Sen. Kelly
Ayotte (R-NH), Sen. John Barrasso (R-WY), Sen. Roy Blunt (R-MO), Sen. John Boozman (R-AR), Sen.
Richard Burr (R-NC), Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R-GA), Sen. Daniel Coats (R-IN), Sen. Tom Coburn (R-
OK), Sen. Thad Cochran (R-MS), Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME), Sen. Bob Corker (R-TN), Sen. John
Cornyn (R-TX), Sen.  Mike Crapo (R-ID), Sen. Jim DeMint (R-SC), Sen. Michael Enzi (R-WY), Sen.
Chuck Grassley (R-IA), Sen. Dean Heller (R-NV), Sen. John Hoeven (R-ND), Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchison (R-TX), Sen. James Inhofe (R-OK), Sen. Johnny Isakson (R-GA), Sen. Mike Johanns (R-NE),
Sen. Ron Johnson (R-WI), Sen. Jon Kyl (R-AZ), Sen. Mike Lee (R-UT), Sen. Richard Lugar (R-IN),
Sen. John McCain (R-AZ), Sen. Jerry Moran (R-KS), Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Sen. Rand Paul (R-
KY), Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH), Sen. James Risch (R-ID), Sen. Pat Roberts (R-KS), Sen. Marco Rubio
(R-FL), Sen. Richard Shelby (R-AL), Sen. Olympia Snowe (R-ME), Sen. John Thune (R-SD), Sen. Pat
Toomey (R-PA), Sen. David Vitter (R-LA), Sen. Roger Wicker (R-MS).

 

###

SENATE REPUBLICAN COMMUNICATIONS CENTER
202.228.NEWS

 



From: Kinzel, Will
To: "Adam.nordstrom ; "Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov"; "Brian.McManus2 ";

"CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us"; "Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov"; "Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov"; Denise Northrup;
"Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us"; "Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov"; "Lgromis@aol.com"; "Mark.Cate@tn.gov";
"Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov"; "Tyler.Yingling@gov.state.nj.us"; "Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov";
Andrew Silvestri; "aparis@state.pa.us"; "arthur.clark@guam.gov"; "barnesj7@michigan.gov";
"bkanzeg "; "bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us"; "brandymarty03 ;
"brian ; "carol.statkus@wyo.gov"; "clipparelli ";
"dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us"; "david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov"; "david.perry@governor.alabama.gov";
"debbie ; "doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov"; "emainigi@wc.com"; "griffin ";
"hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us"; "jabot10 ; "jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov";
"jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov"; "jbranstett@state.pa.us"; "jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov";
"jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov"; "jen.hein@nebraska.gov"; "jim.soyer@state.sd.us"; "jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov";
"jmcallahan@state.pa.us"; "johnny.blackmon@governor.alabama.gov"; "joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov"; Katie
Altshuler; "katyoder_99 "; "keith.gardner@state.nm.us"; "kristacarman ;
"kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov"; "ktartaglia@state.pa.us"; "lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov"; "lrussell ;
"macarter32 ; "marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us"; "mark.cate@tn.gov"; "mary.mayhew@maine.gov";
"mcbrideb@michigan.gov"; "msanderson ; "mschrimpf@rga.org"; "muchmored@michigan.gov";
"nguillemard "; "rbark@az.gov"; "rebekah.mason@governor.alabama.gov"; "rebmyers@state.pa.us";
"renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us"; "rob.jakubik ; "rserote@az.gov"; "rspendlove@utah.gov";
"russ.kelly@alaska.gov"; "ryan ; "sblwdc "; "slevey@ ";
"tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov"; "timpearson@gov.sc.gov"; "tomichz@michigan.gov"; "travisrichmond ;
"ts "; "wags@la.gov"; "wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us"; "wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov";
"will.cromer@tn.gov"

Cc: "Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov"
Subject: Fw: SOTU FACT: ObamaCare is Driving Up Costs & Jeopardizing Coverage for American Families
Date: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 9:04:48 PM

Will Kinzel 
Assistant to the Speaker for Policy 
Office of the Speaker 
(202) 225-0882 

 CELL 

 

From: Speaker Boehner Press Office 
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 10:03 PM
To: Kinzel, Will 
Subject: SOTU FACT: ObamaCare is Driving Up Costs & Jeopardizing Coverage for American Families 
 

Speaker of the House John Boehner

SOTU FACT: ObamaCare is Driving Up Costs &
Jeopardizing Coverage for American Families 
January 24, 2012 | Posted by Speaker Boehner's Press Office | Permalink

CLAIM: President Obama claims that ObamaCare is protecting access to health
coverage for Americans. 

“I will not go back to the days when health insurance companies had unchecked



power to cancel your policy, deny you coverage, or charge women differently

from men.” (President Obama, State of the Union Address, January 24, 2012

FACT: ObamaCare is driving up premiums and jeopardizing coverage for millions
of Americans.  President Obama promised he would make our economy
stronger, but policies like ObamaCare have made it worse.

“Contrary to the President, the [Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services]

actuaries find that Obamacare will dramatically increase the near-term growth

rate of health care costs. In 2014, the actuaries find that growth in the net cost of

health insurance will increase by nearly 14 percent, compared to 3.5% if PPACA

had never passed.” (Forbes, 8/9/11)

According to the Kaiser Family Foundation, “employers’ spending on health

coverage for workers spiked abruptly” in 2011, with the average cost of a family

plan increasing by nine percent, and the average cost for an individual plan

increasing by eight percent.

A June 2011 report by McKinsey & Co. found that 30-50 percent of employers

said they would stop offering health coverage once the bulk of ObamaCare took

effect.

A May 2011 PriceWaterhouseCoopers survey found that 84 percent of

employers would make changes to their plan as a result of ObamaCare. 

Instead of adding to the challenges small businesses face, Republicans have

voted to repeal ObamaCare and have put forth a Plan for America’s Job
Creators that focuses on removing government barriers to job growth.

QUOTE: “If there’s a constant in the story of ObamaCare, it’s broken promises. …

Instead of lower costs, families and small businesses are being squeezed even further.

Instead of keeping what they like, millions are being forced off their coverage. …

Together, we can repeal ObamaCare and replace it with common-sense reforms that

lower costs and protect American jobs.” (Speaker John Boehner, Press Release,

3/23/11)

* * * * * Stay tuned for Republican Address to the Nation – LIVE on GOP.gov/SOTU – immediately following the
State of the Union message. * * * * *
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From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Tipps (Beth.Tipps@tn.gov); Bill McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov);
bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann );
brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus ( ); Brian Nutt
( ; carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine Bartel; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov);
CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; David Perry
(david.perry@governor.alabama.gov); david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt );
Deborah.Gramiccioni@gov.state.nj.us; Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona
DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emainigi ;
griffin jabot10 ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff
Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter
(jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; Johnny Blackmon
(johnny.blackmon@governor.alabama.gov); Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman  Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov);
Lgromis ; Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson ); Marissa
Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov); mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael DiSabato
(Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard );
Rebekah Mason (rebekah.mason@governor.alabama.gov); rebmyers@state.pa.us;
renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; Richard Bark (rbark@az.gov); rob.jakubik ; Robert
Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Russ Kelly (russ.kelly@alaska.gov); Ryan McGinness ;
Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov);
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith ( ;
travisrichmond ; Tyler Yingling; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); Wendy Riemann
(Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov); will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell)
Subject: FW: Summer Legislative Agenda (Blackberry)
Date: Tuesday, May 29, 2012 9:50:44 AM

FYI on the memo below from Leader Cantor…

 

From: Cantor, EI 
Sent: Friday, May 25, 2012 10:13 AM
Subject: Summer Legislative Agenda (Blackberry)
 

MEMORANDUM
TO: House Republicans
FR: Eric Cantor
DT: Friday, May 25, 2012
RE: Summer Legislative Agenda
 
In line with our underlying principles for legislation, the House will move forward this
summer with a number of proposals aimed at addressing job creation and the
economy, reducing spending, and shrinking the size of the federal government while
protecting and expanding liberty.  Above all, we must continue to focus on economic
growth and small business—producing results that get Americans back to work.  The
summer legislative schedule is detailed below for your review.
 
MEMORIAL DAY TO FATHER’S DAY
 
Nearly 7,000 American servicemen and women have lost their lives in Operation



Enduring Freedom and OperationIraqi Freedom.  There’s no question that these tragic
losses have made our country safer.  Every day that goes by quietly on American soil is
yet another silent reminder of the courageous blanket of freedom that our men and
women in uniform have selflessly provided for us.
 
As we observe Memorial Day, it is critical that we ensure for the care and support of
our returning heroes.  To that end, the House will take up the Military Construction and
Veterans’ Affairs Appropriations bill on Thursday May 31, and Friday, June 1.  This
year’s bill maintains funding at the FY12 appropriated level, taking into account our
commitment to our Armed Forces and veterans and the reality of today’s fiscal
challenge.  Chairman Hal Rogers and Subcommittee Chairman John Culberson should
be commended for their work.
 
We will also pass our third authorization of the nation’s intelligence community and its
activities since taking the majority.  I expect Chairman Mike Rogers’ bill (H.R. 5743) to
be brought forth and passed on Thursday, May 31, in a bipartisan manner.  The
Intelligence Committee’s work this Congress has been truly impressive in restoring
both the role of congressional oversight and bipartisanship, as well as needed policy
solutions in rising threat areas like cyber security.
 
Members should be prepared tovote on Chairman Fred Upton’s FDA user fee reform
bill (H.R. 5651) on Wednesday, May 30.  Chairman Upton’s bipartisan bill brings
needed reform to the federal drug and medical device approval process, enhancing the
environment for American innovation and job growth.  Though these programs expire
at the end of September, the Energy and Commerce Committee hopes to complete
negotiationswith the Senate on a final bill by July 4th.
 
Related to the medical device industry is the draconian tax that is scheduled to go into
effect underObamaCare.  This tax, to fund a flawed law, will have a negative impact on
jobs in the medical device industry.  Chairman Dave Camp and the Ways and Means
Committee have done an excellent job highlighting this issue, as well as ObamaCare’s
ban on the use of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs), Flexible Spending Accounts (FSAs),
and other accounts to purchase over-the-counter (OTC) drugs.  Regardless of the
outcome of the Supreme Court’s decision on the constitutionality of ObamaCare, we
should all be able to agree on Erik Paulsen’s bill to repeal the medical device tax (H.R.
436) and Lynn Jenkins’ bill to repeal the OTC ban (H.R. 5842).  I expect a vote on the
Paulsen and Jenkins bills as early as the week of June 4.
 
The remainder of our pre-Father’s Day legislative agenda will be spent considering
additional appropriations bills.  Though we continue to work with the Committee on an
exact schedule, possible bills include Energy and Water Appropriations, Homeland
Security Appropriations, and Legislative Branch Appropriations.  Each bill conforms to
the overall level of discretionary spending authorized under the House’s FY13 budget



resolution and deserves our support.  
 
As the Speaker has committed,these bills will be considered under an open and
deliberative process, allowing all Members to offer amendments.  In order to consider
as many bills and amendments as possible, Members should be judicious in the issues
they choose to raise, and expeditious in their remarks during consideration.
 
FATHER’S DAY TO INDEPENDENCE DAY
 
When we return from Father’s Day, the House will turn its attention on the floor to
American jobs and out-of-pocket expenses affected by domestic energy production. 
According to AAA, the average national price of a gallon of gasoline was $1.84 when
President Obama took office.  The average today is roughly double that level.  That
additional cost acts as a drag on the already-sluggish economy and a tax on struggling
American consumers, especially small businesses and the middle class.
 
Some Democrats argue that increasing domestic oil and natural gas leases and
regulatory reform won’t affect the price at the pump today.  This is the same argument
they made 10 years ago that has prevented production today and contributed to
domestic refinery closures.  
 
The real tragedy is that thousands of jobs go unrealized as a result of the President’s
energy policies—jobs that could bolster our slow economic recovery.  It is critically
important that we promote and invest in America’s energy resources, encouraging—
not discouraging—states like North Dakota, Ohio, and Pennsylvania to lead a domestic
energy boom.  

Therefore, Chairman Doc Hastings and Chairman Upton will be bringing forward a
series of bills from their respective committees during the week of June 18 to
encourage production on federal lands and lessen the burden of job-inhibiting red
tape.  Mike Coffman, Cory Gardner, Bill Johnson, Doug Lamborn, Scott Tipton, and Ed
Whitfield, as well as the entire House EnergyAction Team (HEAT), will be instrumental
in this debate.
 
Job creation often starts at the local level with small businesses but all too often
federal policies stand in the way of economic growth.  By employing sound, scientific
management, government can play a role in fostering growth at no cost to the
taxpayer.  Where appropriate, through reducing bureaucratic delays, transferring or
selling land, and modifying restrictive land use designations, we can give a green light
to needed infrastructure.  Members on both sides of the aisle have locally-tailored bills
such as these and Chairman Hastings and the Natural Resources Committee have done
an excellent job in bringing them forward.  I expect a number of these bills to come to
the floor the week of June 18.



 
Finally, we will close out the month of June with the consideration of additional
appropriations bills and stop-gap measures.
 
INDEPENDENCE DAY TO AUGUST
 
Americans will rightly be focused on the effects of the Supreme Court’s ObamaCare
decision when we return from July Fourth.  Although we do not know how the Court
will rule, we are prepared to move forward to ensure that the whole unworkable law is
fully repealed.  
 
Of course, we will also be focused on economic growth during the month of July.  It’s
too hard to be a small business owner in America right now and we’ve got to turn that
around.  First among our efforts will be passing Tim Griffin’s bill (H.R. 4078) aimed at
cutting government red tape to make it easier for small businesses to create jobs. 
Under the Griffin bill, there will be a moratorium imposed on any new regulation, save
for health and emergency, until unemployment drops below six percent nationally.  
 
Additional Members, like Reid Ribble and Ben Quayle, have legislation to get
government regulations off the back of our job creators.  The Ribble bill (H.R. 4607)
curtails so-called “midnight regulations,” while the Quayle bill (H.R. 3862) shines a
light on the preponderance of “sue-and-settle” agreements.  We will be working with
Chairman Lamar Smith and the Judiciary Committee to schedule as many of these
proposals as possible throughout July.
 
The music industry and small business owners across the country watched nervously
as the federal government recently raided Gibson Guitar.  Whether intended or not, a
2008 law amending the over 100-year old Lacey Act resulted in the raid.  Just as fast
as Congress can create unintended consequences, we can also fix them.  Jim Cooper and
Marsha Blackburn have introduced a bill (H.R. 3210) that helps protect small business
jobs from government criminalization.  The Natural Resources Committee is currently
working to advance the bipartisan Cooper bill so that it can be considered on the floor
in July.
 
Our constituents have been—or will soon be—impacted by the closure and hours of
operation changes to U.S. Postal Service (USPS) facilities across the country.  This is the
result of yet another government backed entity that cannot meet its financial
obligations and is in need of vast reforms to its business plan and operations. 
Chairman Darrell Issa, Subcommittee Chairman Dennis Ross, and the Oversight and
Government Reform Committee have passed a responsible proposal (H.R. 2309) to
reform the USPS, and we will be working to bring their bill to the floor.
 
In July, we will also be voting on Ron Paul’s bill authorizing an audit of the Federal



Reserve and report to Congress (H.R. 459).
 
Very little of what we do this summer will be able to offset the harm to small
businesses if the largest tax increase in American history is allowed to go into effect on
January 1, 2013.  In fact, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) warned us earlier this
week that this massive tax increase will likely contribute to what would “probably be
judged to be a recession.”  
 
Working families and small business should not be saddled with the uncertainty of a
looming tax increase as they attempt to invest and grow for the remainder of this year. 
That’s why Chairman Camp and the Ways and Means Committee have been working on
pro-growth reform to simplify the tax code.
 
Knowing that comprehensive reform will take time, we must ensure that while
Congress is working to bring about competitive change, government does not increase
the cost of business.  Therefore, before we leave for August, I expect to schedule a vote
on legislation preventing the largest tax increase in history.  The Senate should join us
in providing this very basic level of certainty prior to November.
 
CONCLUSION
 
We have a busy legislative agenda planned this summer and our schedule will
undoubtedly require further additions.  I hope this memo provides you and your
constituents with an outline of our pro-growth plan for the months ahead.  Have a safe
and blessed Memorial Day.
 
Sincerely,
Eric



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ( ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon
Steinmann (s ); brandymarty03 m; Brian McManus
( ); Brian Nutt ( ); carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine
Bartel; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); clipparelli com;
CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie
Hohlt ); Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon
(Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emainigi ;
griffin ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10 ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov;
jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov); Jeannemarie Davis
(jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff Boeyink
(jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us);
Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov);
joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista
Carman ); Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us;
Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov); Lgromis  Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie
Sanderson (msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); Marissa Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov);
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mschrimpf@rga.org;
Nicole Guillemard ); rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
rob.jakubik Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness
( ; Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Stephen
Waguespack (wags@la.gov); tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd
Smith ( ); travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov);
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Wendy Riemann (Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov); will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak
Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell)
Subject: FW: The President"s "balanced" misdirection
Date: Tuesday, September 20, 2011 10:52:04 AM

This may be of interest.
 
Also, I think there was a question about TANF extensions at the end of Monday’s meeting - - the
House will take up an extension as a suspension tomorrow (Wednesday) as it is not included in the
CR.
 
 
 

From: keith_hennessey  [mailto: On Behalf Of Keith
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To: Kinzel, Will
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The President's "balanced" misdirection
 

The White House is marketing the President's new deficit reduction proposals as "A Balanced Approach."

THE PRESIDENT: Now, I'm proposing real, serious cuts in spending. When you include
the $1 trillion in cuts I've already signed into law, these would be among the biggest cuts in
spending in our history. But they've got to be part of a larger plan that's balanced -- a plan



that asks the most fortunate among us to pay their fair share, just like everybody else.

The President argues that "balance" between spending cuts and tax increases is good. He further argues
that he achieves this desired balance by both cutting spending and raising taxes. I think balance between
spending cuts and tax increases is a negotiating concept rather than an objective measure of equity.  It
defines fair as "each of the negotiating parties has to accept things they don't like." That's a relativist
concept based on how one defines what one likes or will accept. Further, the President's definition of
"shared sacrifice" exempts the largest entitlement spending program (Social Security), his biggest
legislative achievement (the new health entitlement created two years ago), and tax increases for more
than 99% of the population.  That is an odd definition of "shared."

Many others, however, accept the concept of balance between spending cuts and tax increases, and are
willing to overlook the above problems. For the moment let's set aside my problems with spending/tax
balance and examine whether the President's new proposals are balanced between spending cuts and tax
increases.

Thanks to the help of a budget expert friend, I'm going to strip out the optical gimmicks from the
President's proposal and show you the new fiscal policy changes he is actually proposing. All numbers
below are 10-year totals (in billions of $) from OMB's new document released today. I put spending
"cuts" in quotes because they're really reductions in the rate of spending growth.

 ($B 10 yrs)

Mandatory spending "cuts"  

Medicare & Medicaid savings -320

Other mandatory -257

Subtotal, mandatory spending "cuts" -577

  

Spending increases  

Jobs bill spending increases +193

Medicare "doc fix" (hidden) +298

Subtotal, spending increases +491

  

Net change in spending -86

  

Taxes  

Jobs bill tax cuts -254



Tax increases +1534

Net tax increases +1280

  

Summary  

Net deficit effect, spending -86

Net deficit effect, taxes -1280

Net deficit effect, all policies -1366

This table differs from the Administration's presentation in the following ways:

It does not count (again) deficit reduction resulting from discretionary spending cuts enacted six
weeks ago in the Budget Control Act.
It does not count (again) deficit reduction resulting from the drawdown in Iraq and the
anticipated drawdown in Afghanistan, policies which were announced many months ago and do
not represent new policy changes.
It includes $298 B of proposed Medicare spending increases for doctors (the so-called "doc fix")
that the Administration conveniently buries in the baseline.  They did the same thing with
ObamaCare, enacting that spending increase separately so they could claim the base bills reduced
the deficit.  This spending will occur, we just don't know in what legislative context it will be
enacted.
It focuses on policy changes, and therefore excludes the interest savings the Administration is
using to bump up their totals.  This interest savings would occur, but budget presentations
traditionally leave that out and focus only on the direct savings from proposed policy changes.

Based on this presentation, I draw the following conclusions about the President's new proposal:

The President is not, as he claims "proposing real, serious cuts in spending."  His proposals would
result in a tiny net reduction in spending:  -$86 B over 10 years.  Almost all of the spending cuts
for which he wants to claim credit have already been enacted or accounted for.  Almost all the new
spending cuts he proposes would be used to offset higher spending in his Jobs bill proposal and
for more Medicare spending on doctors.
The President is proposing about $1.5 T in higher taxes over ten years, offset by about $250 B of
tax relief, for a net tax increase of almost $1.3 T.
Almost all of the President's new proposed deficit reduction comes from tax increases.

Simplifying even further, there is a perverse hidden logic to the President's proposal.  It goes like this:
 "We cut spending in the spring and summer, so we're going to propose almost all tax increases this time.
That's balanced." If you reread the Presidential quote up top, you can see the rhetorical trick revealed:

THE PRESIDENT: ... When you include the $1 trillion in cuts I've already signed
into law, these would be among the biggest cuts in spending in our history. But they've
got to be part of a larger plan that's balanced ...

You could be forgiven for thinking that the President is claiming that his new proposals are balanced,



and that "the larger plan that's balanced" is what he has proposed this month, consisting of equal-sized
spending cuts and tax increases.  That is the incorrect conclusion to which you are led, but technically the
President is not claiming that.  The "larger plan that's balanced" is one that includes spending cuts
enacted over the past six months. The "among the biggest cuts in spending in our history" are not those
newly proposed, but those previously enacted. They are playing a word game to fool you, and if you listen
carefully you'll hear it repeated over the next few weeks.  Team Obama knows they'd never win the
public debate if they admitted that the President is now proposing massive tax increases to "balance"
previously enacted spending cuts, so they're engaging in a little misdirection.
 

-kbh 

P.O. Box 18936, Stanford, CA 94309-8936
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From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Dat e: 

Marie Sanderson 
Marie Sanderson 
Kinzel. Will 
FW: The Value of a Majority 
Wednesday, November 14, 2012 4:46:03 PM 

Chiefs and Action Officers: Please see the below from Speaker Boehner, including the highlighted, 

referencing a continued partnership between the House Majority and Republican Governors moving 

forward. This type of th inking reiterates the conversations we have been having ot her past week and 

t oday about the importance of our partnersh ip. 

Thanks, 

Marie 

Marie Thomas Sanderson 

Policy Director 

Republican Governors Association (RGA) 
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- blic Policy Committee (RGPPC) 
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Date: Tue, 13 Nov 2012 18:56:34 +0000 
Subject: [Test ] The Value of a Majority 

Team Boehner 
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Dear [House GOP Colleague], 

Two years ago, as we prepared for the opening sessions of the 112th Congress, I vowed 

our Republican majority in the House of Representatives would be an outpost in 

Democratic-controlled Washington for the priorities of the American people. The idea 

was that we'd be the vanguard for the like-minded GOP White House and Senate that 

would arrive after 2012. 

We find ourselves today with a different mission. For the foreseeable future, we will be 

the last line of defense in Washington for the American people against a government that 

spends too much, taxes too much, and borrows too much when left to its own devices. 

Americans re-elected President Obama and a Democratic majority in the Senate. But 

they also re-affirmed our majority in the House. Indeed, tempered by a few painful 

losses, the historic freshman class of 2010 returns nearly intact, joined by some new 

Members-elect who are certain to further invigorate our conference. 

ogether with the 30 Republicans who will serve in 2013 as governors of their states w 

have the resP.onsibili!Y...=...and o ~ortuni~ - of ca!JY.ing our atli!,!>anner of freedom, 

conomLc_qp ortunitY. and limited government into the future. 

Some would have us roll that banner up and tuck it away. 

That isn't going to happen. 

A better approach is to hoist the banner high, true to our principles, with a determination 

to govern and serve responsibly. We serve the American people, millions of whom 

entrusted us with the majority - and that's what they're counting on us to do. 

Our core principles are strong, and enduring. They are the principles upon which a great 

nation was built. And they are the principles upon which, in time, a stronger, prosperous 

America will be built as well. 

Our party doesn't need new principles. What it needs is a new plan - a strategy that 

speaks to Americans from all walks of life, and properly conveys our passion for reforms 

that preserve and renew the American Dream. 

Problems in our party's infrastructure for campaigns and elections must be diagnosed 

and remedied to ensure our resources are fully deployed in support of our principles. 

And most importantly, we need to redouble our commitment to the pillars of the reform 

agenda for which our majority has fought and sacrificed, and endured. 

Here's what I have in mind. It boils down to four parts, which I'm eager to discuss further 

with you this week. 



THE PILLARS 

Our economic vision of pro-growth tax reform with fewer loopholes and lower rates for all 

- and entitlement reforms critical to reducing the primary drivers of our debt - represent 

not just a path to avert the "fiscal cliff," but also the basis for solutions to the biggest 

problem our country faces. The debt is the greatest challenge our country faces - a 

direct threat to our children's future. It can only be solved with economic growth. Raising 

tax rates, as President Obama proposed on the campaign trail, will hurt our economy, 

making the problem worse. 

As I said last week, 2013 must be the year we enact significant tax reform and 

entitlement reform to begin the process of solving our debt problem. Our first challenge 

of the new Congress is to deal successfully with the final challenge of the current 

Congress. That means averting the fiscal cliff in a manner that steers clear of increased 

tax rates and encourages economic growth instead. 

As I also said last week, the president's health care law - which adds a massive, 

expensive, unworkable government program at a time when our debt already exceeds 

the size of our whole economy - must remain on the table. The president's re-election 

means it's the law of the land at the moment - but we can't afford ObamaCare, and we 

can't afford to leave it intact. 

I've long maintained that there are three possible routes to repeal of ObamaCare: the 

courts, the presidential election, and our constitutional responsibility for oversight. With 

two of them having come up short, the third and final of these becomes more important 

than ever. 

THE POLICIES 

Private-sector job growth eluded us during President Obama's first term, in part because 

of the regulatory juggernaut that looms over small businesses. The president's second

term almost certainly will bring a renewed zeal on the part of the White House to 

implement through regulation what the president has been unable to impose on job 

creators through legislation. Our constitutional responsibility for oversight of the 

Executive Branch - and our readiness to move legislation that prevents excessive 

regulatory meddling in our economy - will be critical in the coming year as our economy 

struggles to grow. 

Our oversight activity need not be limited to oversight of the Executive Branch. With the 

president's re-election, a continued stream of Obama-appointed judges at the district and 

appellate level is guaranteed. We should not be hesitant to exercise our constitutional 

oversight responsibility in circumstances in which judicial overreach has occurred or 

threatens to occur, particularly when it poses harm to our economy. 



Just as we'll be ready to say where we disagree with President Obama and his 

Democratic-controlled Senate, we must also be prepared to identify areas in which we 

agree or see opportunity for common ground. In 2011 , trade was one such area, 

resulting in the enactment of important Free Trade Agreements with Colombia, Korea, 

and Panama. The year or two ahead may bring the opportunity for even more significant 

trade agreements involving the Pacific region. A Democratic-controlled House stalled 

such achievements for years at the expense of U.S. jobs; our Republican majority must 

ensure they advance. 

THE PROBLEM 

Warning signs are flashing on the dashboard for our party. Some of the problems are 

tactical in nature; others are strategic. We can't ignore them and expect to assemble a 

winning electoral coalition in the future. 

We need a state-of-the-art political infrastructure fueled by rock-solid data that can be 

relied upon to turn out voters when we need them in the places they're needed most. 

We need accurate survey data, and technology in place that will ensure such data is put 

to use. And as I noted earlier, our strategy at all levels must be aimed at reaching 

potential voters from all walks of life. That doesn't mean changing our principles; it 

means changing our approach. 

THE POTENTIAL 

Wliile challenges lie ahead for our Rar!Y~ortun ities clearlY. exist as well. From the 

House to the Senate to the 30 states who will have a ReP.ublican governor in 2013, w 

have a ve~ deeP. bench of leaders eager for the chance to take our countrYJ!!..a different 

irection. My leadership style is to recognize the unique talent and potential of every 

member of our team, and put members in a place where they can grow and succeed. 

Some of the policy frontiers that lie ahead offer possibilities as well. On immigration, for 

example, we have an opportunity to offer innovative solutions rooted in our enduring 

principles. 

IN SUMMARY: A MAJORITY THAT MATTERS 

Commitment to principle provides clarity of purpose that is essential to successful 

leadership. With it comes the confidence to articulate not just what we're against, but 

what we are for. 

When in 2007 I became House Republican Leader, one of my first and toughest duties 

was handing Rep. Pelosi the Speaker's gavel on Opening Day. I did so with a gentle 

note of caution for the incoming Democratic majority. 

"The value of a majority lies not in the opportunity to wield great power," I said, "but in 



the chance to use limited power to do great things." 

Having served as Speaker now for two years, I believe more strongly than ever that this 

must be our test. The American people need us to act courageously, think selflessly, 

and lead boldly. Having humbled us with their confidence, the American people deserve 

nothing less. 

I ask that you give me the honor of serving as your Speaker as we stand to meet that 

test. 

Sincerely, 

John Boehner 

Copyright© 2012 Team Boehner, All rights reserved. 
You've expressed interest in receiving updates from Speaker 
Boehner's political office. 
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Team Boehner 
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Washington, DC 20003 

Add us to your address book 

unsubscribe from this list I update subscription preferences 

Paid for by TFP-FOJB Committee, a joint fundraising committee authorized by and composed of 
Friends of John Boehner and The Freedom Project. 

320 First Street SE, Washington, DC 20003. 



From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Top 5 Carriers
Date: Thursday, September 01, 2011 12:26:33 PM
Attachments: High Risk Pool Stakeholder Call 08 31.pdf

Katie, Nicole has provided an attachment from Milliman indicating the top five insurers (BCBS tops
the list) and the specific questions being asked.  
 
Julie Cox-Kain, M.P.A
Chief Operating Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
 

From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S. 
Sent: Wednesday, August 31, 2011 3:03 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Lieser, Derek G.
Subject: Top 5 Carriers
 
Julie – Per Katie’s inquiry, attached is a document created by Milliman that includes the top five
insurers in the state. 
 
Nicole
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Planning Project | Project Manager | 

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.2944 | Cell | E-mail

NicolePJ@health.ok.gov | Website: www.OK.gov/InsuranceExchange

 
 



From: Kinzel, Will
To: "Adam Nordstrom "; Andrew Silvestri; "aparis@state.pa.us"; "Arthur Clark 

(arthur.clark@guam.gov)"; "Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov)"; "Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov)"; 
"Bill McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov)"; "bkanzeg "; "bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us"; 
"Brandon Steinmann ( "; "brandymarty03 "; "Brian McManus 
( "; "Brian Nutt ( )"; "carol.statkus@wyo.gov"; 
"Christine Bartel"; "Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov)"; "clipparelli@ ; 
"CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us"; "dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us"; "david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov"; 
"Debbie Hohlt ( )"; Denise Northrup; "Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov)"; "Dona 
DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us)"; "Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov)"; "emainigi  
"griffin "; "hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us"; "jabot10 "; "jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov"; 
"jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov"; "Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov)"; "Jeannemarie Davis 
(jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov)"; "Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov)"; "Jeff Boeyink 
(jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov)"; "Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov)"; "Jennifer Branstetter 
(jbranstett@state.pa.us)"; "Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us)"; "jmcallahan@state.pa.us"; "John Katz 
(John.Katz@alaska.gov)"; "joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov"; Katie Altshuler; "Katy Oder"; "Keith Gardner 
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us)"; "Krista Carman ( )"; "Kristi Craig 
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov)"; "ktartaglia@state.pa.us"; "Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov)"; 
"Lgromis "; "Lindsay Russell"; "macarter32 "; "Marie Sanderson 
(msanderson@governor.state.ms.us)"; "Marissa Watkins"; "Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov)"; 
"mary.mayhew@maine.gov"; "Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov)"; 
"mschrimpf@rga.org"; "Nicole Guillemard )"; "rebmyers@state.pa.us"; 
"renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us"; "rob.jakubik "; "Robert Spendlove 
(rspendlove@utah.gov)"; "Ryan McGinness ( g)"; "Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov)"; "Seth 
Levey"; "sirena.ramirez@guam.gov"; "Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov)"; "tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov"; 
"Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov)"; "Todd Smith ( )"; "travisrichmond "; 
"Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov)"; "wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us"; "Wendy Riemann 
(Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov)"; "will.cromer@tn.gov"; "Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)"

Cc: "Lanier Swann"
Subject: FW: Upcoming Jobs Agenda
Date: Monday, August 29, 2011 10:40:56 AM

Per our call this morning, below please find the memo sent out from Leader Cantor to House Republicans 
regarding the fall Jobs Agenda.

1. If any Governors would like to be more engaged in any specific regs/agenda items below, please let me 
know.

2. If there are additional regs that impact industries/jobs in your state, please let me know as well. 

Regards, 

Will

Will Kinzel
Assistant to the Speaker for Policy
Office of the Speaker
(202) 225-0882 DIRECT

 CELL

-----Original Message-----
From: Cantor, EI
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2011 09:48 AM Eastern Standard Time



To: 
Subject: Upcoming Jobs Agenda (blackberry)

MEMORANDUM
TO: House Republicans
FR: Eric Cantor
DT: Monday, August 29, 2011
RE: Upcoming Jobs Agenda
 
As you know, we released The House Republican Plan for America’s Job Creators 
earlier this year.  While the debt crisis has demanded much of our attention, our new 
majority has passed over a dozen pro-growth measures to address the equally 
troubling jobs crisis, such as the Energy Tax Prevention Act and the Putting the Gulf of 
Mexico Back to Work Act.  Aside from repeal of the 1099 reporting requirement in 
ObamaCare, however, each House Republican jobs bill now sits dormant in the 
Democrat-controlled Senate.  You can view the progress of our jobs bills at 
MajorityLeader.gov/JobsTracker.
 
When we return next week, the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction will begin 
meeting to take an additional incremental step towards addressing our debt crisis.  
During this time, it is essential that the House continue our focus on the jobs crisis.  
Below are two areas of our jobs agenda that I want to bring to your attention for our 
upcoming fall and winter legislative schedule.
 

REPEAL OF JOB-DESTROYING REGULATIONS
TO CREATE MIDDLE CLASS JOBS
 
Since passage of H.Res. 72 on February 11, our committee chairmen have been 
investigating and inventorying regulatory burdens to job creators.  They’ve found many 
that have tied the hands of small business people and prevented job growth.  By 
pursuing a steady repeal of job-destroying regulations, we can help lift the cloud of 
uncertainty hanging over small and large employers alike, empowering them to hire 
more workers.
 
Our regulatory relief agenda will include repeal of specific regulations, as well as 
fundamental and structural reform of the rule-making system through legislation like 
the REINS Act, the Regulatory Flexibility Improvements Act, and reform of the 
Administrative Procedures Act (all three bills are expected on the floor in late 
November and early December). 
 
The following is a list of the 10 most harmful job-destroying regulations that our 
committee chairmen have identified, as well as a selective calendar for their repeal.  



These regulations are reflective of the types of costly bureaucratic handcuffs that 
Washington has imposed upon business people who want to create jobs.
 
Top 10 Job-Destroying Regulations:

·         NLRB’s Boeing Ruling (Week of September 12): On April 20, the National 
Labor Relations Board (NLRB) issued a complaint against The Boeing Company 
for the alleged transfer of an assembly line from Washington to South Carolina.  
Yet, not one union employee at Boeing’s Puget Sound facility has lost his or her 
job as a result of the proposed South Carolina plant.  Still, the NLRB is pursuing 
a “restoration order” against Boeing that would cost South Carolina thousands of 
jobs and deter future investment in the United States.  H.R. 2587, the Protecting 
Jobs From Government Interference Act, sponsored by Rep. Tim Scott (SC), 
would take the common sense step of preventing the NLRB from restricting 
where an employer can create jobs in the United States.
 

·         Utility MACT and CSAPR (Week of September 19): The Administration’s new 
maximum achievable control technology (MACT) standards and cross-state air 
pollution rule (CSAPR) for utility plants will affect electricity prices for nearly all 
American consumers.  In total, 1,000 power plants are expected to be affected.  
The result for middle class Americans?  Annual electricity bill increases in many 
parts of the country of anywhere from 12 to 24 percent.  H.R. 2401, the 
Transparency in Regulatory Analysis of Impacts on the Nation (TRAIN) Act, 
sponsored by Rep. John Sullivan (OK), would require a cumulative economic 
analysis for specific EPA rules, and specifically delay the final date for both the 
utility MACT and CSAPR rules until the full impact of the Obama 
Administration’s regulatory agenda has been studied.

 
·         Boiler MACT (Week of October 3): From hospitals to factories to colleges, 

thousands of major American employers use boilers that will be impacted by the 
EPA’s new “boiler MACT” rules.  These new stringent rules will impose billions 
of dollars in capital and compliance costs, increase the cost of many goods and 
services, and put over 200,000 jobs at risk.  The American forest and paper 
industry, for example, will see an additional burden of at least $5-7 billion.  H.R. 
2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act, sponsored by Rep. Morgan Griffith (VA), 
would provide a legislative stay of four interrelated rules issued by the EPA in 
March of this year.  The legislation would also provide the EPA with at least 15 
months to re-propose and finalize new, achievable rules that do not destroy 
jobs, and provide employers with an extended compliance period.

 
·         Cement MACT (Week of October 3): The “cement MACT” and two related rules 

are expected to affect approximately 100 cement plants in America, setting 
exceedingly stringent requirements that will be cost-prohibitive or technically 



infeasible to achieve.  Increased costs and regulatory uncertainty for the 
American cement industry—the foundation of nearly all infrastructure projects
—are likely to offshore thousands of American jobs.  Ragland, Alabama, for 
example, recently saw the suspension of a $350 million cement production 
facility, putting 1,500 construction jobs on hold and additional permanent and 
high-paying plant operation jobs in limbo.  H.R. 2681, the Cement Sector 
Regulatory Relief Act, sponsored by Rep. John Sullivan (OK), would provide a 
legislative stay of these three rules and provide EPA with at least 15 months to 
re-propose and finalize new, achievable rules that do not destroy jobs, and 
provide employers with an extended compliance period.

 
·         Coal Ash (October/November): These anti-infrastructure regulations, commonly 

referred to as the “coal ash” rules, will cost hundreds of billions of dollars, 
affecting everything from concrete production to building products like wall 
board.  The result is an estimated loss of well over 100,000 jobs.  H.R. 2273, the 
Coals Residuals Reuse and Management Act, sponsored by Rep. David McKinley 
(WV), would create an enforceable minimum standard for the regulation of coal 
ash by the states, allowing their use in a safe manner that protects jobs.

 
·         Grandfathered Health Plans (November/December): We all remember when 

President Obama promised Americans that if they liked their health care plan 
they could keep it.  Now, the Obama Administration has been issuing further 
restrictions against those previously protected plans.  The result, by the 
Administration’s own estimates, will be a loss of 49 to 80 percent of small 
employer plans, 34 to 64 percent of large employer plans, and 40 to 67 percent 
of individual insurance plans.  Meanwhile, employers losing their grandfathered 
status will face steep penalties, increasing their costs and negatively affecting 
wages and job growth.  The Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means, and 
Education and Workforce committees will soon be working on legislation to 
repeal these ObamaCare restrictions.

 
·         Ozone Rule (Winter): This effective ban or restriction on construction and 

industrial growth for much of America is possibly the most harmful of all the 
currently anticipated Obama Administration regulations.  Consequences would 
reach far across the U.S. economy, resulting in an estimated cost of $1 trillion or 
more over a decade and millions of jobs.  Unlike her predecessors, EPA 
Administrator Lisa Jackson is pushing for a premature readjustment of the 
current ozone standards, dramatically increasing the number of “nonattainment” 
areas.  The new readjustment rule is expected early this fall and I expect the 
Energy and Commerce Committee to act swiftly to prevent its implementation, 
in order to protect American jobs.

 
·         Farm Dust (Winter): The EPA is expected to issue revised standards for 



particulate matter (PM) in the near future.  Any downward revision to PM 
standards will significantly impact economic growth and jobs for businesses and 
people throughout rural America that create dust, like the farmer in Atkinson, 
Illinois, who raised his concerns with the President at a town hall earlier this 
month.  While the President may have sent him on a bureaucratic wild goose 
chase, the House will act promptly on H.R. 1633, the Farm Dust Regulation 
Prevention Act, sponsored by Rep. Kristi Noem (SD).  H.R. 1633 would protect 
American farmers and jobs by establishing a one year prohibition against 
revising any national ambient air quality standard applicable to coarse PM and 
limiting federal regulation of dust where it is already regulated under state and 
local laws.

 
·         Greenhouse Gas (Winter): The EPA’s upcoming greenhouse gas new source 

performance standards (NSPS) will affect new and existing oil, natural gas, and 
coal-fired power plants, as well as oil refineries, nationwide.  While the impact 
on the economy and jobs are likely to be severe, the rules are quickly moving 
forward, once again revealing the Administration’s disregard for the 
consequences of their policies on our jobs crisis.  Again, I expect Chairman 
Upton and the Energy and Commerce Committee to move swiftly in the coming 
months to protect American jobs and consumers.

 
·         NLRB’s Ambush Elections (Winter): This summer, the NLRB issued a notice of 

proposed rulemaking that could significantly alter current union representation 
election procedures, giving both employers and employees little time to react to 
union formations in the future.  The result will increase labor costs and 
uncertainty for nearly all private employers in the U.S.  The House will soon 
consider legislation that will bring common sense to union organizing 
procedures to protect the interests of both employers and their workers.

 

IMMEDIATE TAX RELIEF
TO CREATE MIDDLE CLASS JOBS
 
The second focus of our jobs agenda this fall and winter will pursue tax relief designed 
to help American employers create middle class jobs.  Small businesses, in particular, 
are overburdened with taxes that destroy jobs and in a fragile economy, the worst 
thing government can do is impose tax increases that prevent small businesses from 
hiring.  Instead, government should be focused on ways to enable businesses small and 
large to unlock more capital and create new jobs. 
 
Therefore, under Chairman Dave Camp’s leadership, the Ways and Means Committee 
will be exploring a number of ways to remove tax burdens for job creators and 
incentivize small businesses.  These targeted efforts will not interfere with House 



Republicans’ continued pursuit of fundamental tax reform, just as we proposed in our 
budget resolution this spring.  Rather, the following proposals represent bipartisan and 
pro-growth steps that can be taken immediately to help businesses hire those 
struggling to find a job today.
 
3% Withholding Rule Repeal:
 
Beginning in 2013, federal, state, and local governments will be required to withhold 
three percent of all government payments made to contractors in excess of $100 
million.  While the law has been delayed multiple times, its effect once implemented 
will be massive—causing accounting burdens on governments and potentially harmful 
cash flow disruptions for contractors and subcontractors across all sectors.  Therefore, 
we will move quickly this fall to repeal this burdensome requirement and relieve 
construction contractors, medical providers, manufacturers, farmers, and many others 
providing goods and services under government contracts of the uncertainty the 
impending law is creating.

20% Small Business Tax Deduction:
 
Small businesses employ about half of all Americans, yet President Obama is proposing 
federal tax rates that could take away more than 40 percent of their income.  While the 
previous Democrat majority was pushing through their nearly $1 trillion stimulus, we 
began work on a proposal to allow small business people to take a tax deduction equal 
to 20% of their income.  The goal was simple—immediately free up funds for small 
business people to retain and hire new employees, and reinvest in and grow their 
businesses.  In light of the stimulus’s failure, and our current position in the majority, I 
expect the House to move quickly in the coming months on this common sense and 
pro-growth small business proposal to create middle-class jobs.

FINAL THOUGHTS
 
In the weeks and months ahead, we will move aggressively on the items outlined 
above.  But, our increased focus on the repeal of job-destroying regulations and pursuit 
of pro-growth tax relief will not distract from other equally important areas of our jobs 
agenda. 
 
As he has promised in the past, we expect the President to transmit three vitally 
important trade agreements this fall.  When he finally sends them our way, I will not 
hesitate to schedule them.  In addition, the Senate has set up a vote on the House-
passed patent reform bill next week.  Increased movement in both of these areas on 
the part of the President and the Senate is welcomed.  I hope the Senate and the 
President will join the House in acting on the other many pro-growth items we have 
already passed and will be passing in the coming months.



 
See you next week.
 
Sincerely,
Eric



From: Lindsay Russell
To: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; cindy.sims@alaska.gov; rserote@az.gov;

Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; JohnPatrick.Walsh ; rob.jakubik ;
renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; macarter32 ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov;
ts ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; debbie ; griffin ; ahorst@sba.IN.gov;
bburdick@gov.IN.gov; cruhl@omb.in.gov; Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov; doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov;
adam.nordstrom ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; wags@la.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov;
msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan g;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; mkennicott ; kristacarman ;
wstruble ; Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler;
aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; lgromis ;
bnutt ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jim.soyer@state.sd.us; mark.cate@tn.gov;
will.cromer@tn.gov; travisrichmond ; katyoder 99 ; brandymarty03
rspendlove@utah.gov; jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov; eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov; ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov;
nguillemard  sarah.echols ; Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov;
lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; Intern Sam Dulik

Cc: Seth Levey; vmariethomas
Subject: FW: Washington"s Latest "Power Grab"
Date: Tuesday, May 03, 2011 9:23:15 AM

Good morning,
Please see the following article from RPC about the Medicaid regulations we have been talking
about.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC) [mailto:Chris_Jacobs@rpc.senate.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2011 9:53 AM
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: Washington's Latest "Power Grab"
 
The New York Times has an article this morning on the Administration’s proposed new Medicaid
regulations.  The regulations, which were released Friday, will according to the article “make it much
more difficult for states to cut Medicaid payments” and “could also put pressure on some states to
increase Medicaid payments” – both of which will further exacerbate states’ already difficult fiscal
situations.
 
The article also includes a sampling of reactions from state Medicaid directors to the proposed rule,
which shows the bipartisan opposition to yet another attempt by the federal government to micro-
manage state programs:
 

Dennis Smith, secretary of Wisconsin’s Department of Health Services:  “A federal power
grab….Putting states in jeopardy, by inventing a new meaning for a longstanding statutory
provision, is another example of how distant and disconnected the administration is from
what is happening across the country.”



Douglas Porter, Washington state’s Medicaid director:  “The Administration has gone
overboard, creating a system of access review that is far too complex, elaborate and
burdensome.”  (As a reminder, Washington state’s governor is a Democrat.)
Bruce Greenstein, secretary of Louisiana’s Department of Health and Hospitals:  “The
proposal leaves too much discretion with the federal government. It does not clearly
enunciate the criteria to be used in measuring access to care.”

 
Unfortunately, the article notes that Washington could impose even more new mandates on
Medicaid programs in the months to come: “The new rule does not apply to managed care.  But the
Obama administration said it was ‘considering future proposals’ to guarantee access to care for
Medicaid recipients in such private health plans.”
 
States are already suffering from record budget deficits, due in large part to the continued sluggish
economy.  Having failed to deliver the lower unemployment and economic growth that could help
alleviate state budgetary shortfalls, the Obama Administration instead is working to exacerbate
them, by imposing new mandates that could force states to raise taxes or cut other essential
government spending.
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
 

Rule Would Discourage States’ Cutting
Medicaid Payments to Providers
By ROBERT PEAR

WASHINGTON — In a new effort to increase access to health care for poor people, the
Obama administration is proposing a rule that would make it much more difficult for states to
cut Medicaid payments to doctors and hospitals.

The rule could also put pressure on some states to increase Medicaid payment rates, which
are typically lower than what Medicare and commercial insurance pay.

Federal officials said Monday that the rule was needed to fulfill the promise of federal law,
which says Medicaid recipients should have access to health care at least to the same extent
as the general population.

“We have a responsibility to ensure sufficient beneficiary access to covered services,” the
administration said in issuing the proposal, to be published Friday in the Federal Register.

In many parts of the country, Medicaid recipients have difficulty finding doctors who will
take them because Medicaid payment rates are so low.

Faced with huge financial problems, many states have frozen or reduced Medicaid payments



to health care providers, and governors of both parties have proposed additional cuts this
year. Medicaid recipients and health care providers have sued state officials to block such
cuts, and one case, from California, is pending in the United States Supreme Court.

“Tight state budgets, coupled with increased demand for services during the recession, have
led many states to propose reductions in Medicaid provider payments, without clear federal
guidance on how to assure access,” said Cindy Mann, the federal official in charge of
Medicaid.

The new rule provides that guidance, but several state officials expressed concerns.

Dennis G. Smith, secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, described the
proposal as “a federal power grab.”

“The administration talks about flexibility and working with states, but continues to take
actions such as this that are contrary to the partnership,” Mr. Smith said. “Putting states in
jeopardy, by inventing a new meaning for a longstanding statutory provision, is another
example of how distant and disconnected the administration is from what is happening across
the country.”

Medicaid is financed jointly by the federal government and the states. Even before the recent
recession, it was one of the fastest-growing items in most state budgets.

Douglas Porter, the Medicaid director in Washington State, said: “The intent of the proposed
regulation is reasonable. But the administration has gone overboard, creating a system of
access review that is far too complex, elaborate and burdensome.”

Bruce D. Greenstein, secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, said:
“The proposal leaves too much discretion with the federal government. It does not clearly
enunciate the criteria to be used in measuring access to care.”

The new initiative comes as federal and state officials prepare for a huge expansion of
Medicaid eligibility, scheduled to occur in 2014 under the new health care law.

About half of the 34 million uninsured people who are expected to gain coverage under the
law will get it through Medicaid.

The proposed rule generally prevents states from cutting Medicaid payments to providers
unless they can show that Medicaid recipients will have “sufficient access” to care after the
cuts.

Regardless of whether they want to cut payment rates, states must continually monitor
Medicaid recipients’ access to care and develop plans to fix any problems they discover, the
rule says.

Under the rule, states must measure and document access to “each covered benefit” at least
once every five years. Data from such reviews could provide doctors, hospitals and nursing
homes with powerful new tools to lobby for higher reimbursement.

States set Medicaid payment rates within broad federal guidelines Federal law has long said
that states must “enlist enough providers” to make sure Medicaid recipients have access to
care equivalent to that of other people in the area.



Under presidents of both parties, federal officials have often disregarded this requirement,
approving cuts in Medicaid payment rates that discouraged doctors from accepting Medicaid
patients.

In an effort to rein in costs, states have increasingly turned to health maintenance
organizations and other types of managed care. The new rule does not apply to managed care.
But the Obama administration said it was “considering future proposals” to guarantee access
to care for Medicaid recipients in such private health plans.

Under the proposal being issued this week, “beneficiary access must be considered in setting
and adjusting” Medicaid payments to doctors, dentists, psychologists, hospitals, clinics,
pharmacies, nursing homes and suppliers of medical equipment.

States must consult Medicaid recipients because, the rule says, their experience is “the most
important indicator of whether access is sufficient.” Federal officials suggested that states
survey Medicaid recipients to see how much difficulty they had in scheduling doctor’s
appointments.

In addition, the rule says, states should compare Medicaid payment rates with the amounts
paid by Medicare or commercial insurers, with providers’ costs or with their customary
charges. Another important factor, it said, is the number and percentage of doctors who
accept new Medicaid patients.



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: Where each state stands on ACA"s Medicaid expansion - The Advisory Board Daily Briefing
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 10:48:12 AM

Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
 
Note the below “update” is being circulating among various groups. You may wish to review
and see how they represent your state.  -mts
 
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/07/05/Where-each-state-stands-of-the-
Medicaid-expansion

WHERE EACH STATE STANDS ON
ACA'S MEDICAID EXPANSION
A roundup of what each state's leadership has said about their
Medicaid plans

Save in Library

July 05, 2012

Last updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.

The Supreme Court's ruling on the Affordable Care Act (ACA) allows
states to opt out of the law's Medicaid expansion, leaving each state's
decision to participate in the hands of the nation's governors and state
leaders.

Based on lawmakers' statements, press releases, and media coverage,
the Daily Briefing and American Health Line editorial teams have
rounded up where each state currently stands on the expansion.

Learn more about the Court's ruling, discuss takeaways
with our experts, and model the impact on your
organization.

The following information was last updated on July 5 at 10:30 a.m. ET.
We will continue to update this map and list as more information
becomes available. Send us news, tips, and feedback by commenting



below or emailing dailybriefing@advisory.com.

 *Italics indicate a state's participation in the multistate lawsuit
against ACA

Will not participate (5 states)

Florida: Gov. Rick Scott (R) said, “Florida will opt out of
spending approximately $1.9 billion more taxpayer dollars
required to implement a massive entitlement expansion of the
Medicaid program.” In addition, the governor said the state will
not establish an insurance exchange (Pear, New York Times, 7/2).
Louisiana: In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” Gov.
Bobby Jindal (R) said, “Every governor’s got two critical decisions
to make. One is do we set up these exchanges. And, secondly, do
we expand Medicaid. And, no, in Louisiana, we’re not doing either
one of those things” (Barrow, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 7/2).
Mississippi: Gov. Phil Bryant (R) does not plan to participate in
the Medicaid expansion, according to Bryant spokesperson Mick
Bullock, Bloomberg reports (Niquette/Wayne, Bloomberg, 7/5).
South Carolina: Gov. Nikki Haley (R) on Sunday announced via
Facebook that South Carolina “will NOT expand Medicaid, or
participate in any health exchanges” (Hawkins,
TheDigitalCharleston, 7/2; Dudley, Charleston Post and Courier,
6/29).
Wisconsin: Gov. Scott Walker (R) issued a statement following
Thursday’s ruling saying that “Wisconsin will not take any action
to implement ObamaCare” (Office of Gov. Walker release, 6/28;
Radnofsky et al., Wall Street Journal, 7/2).

Leaning toward not participating (6 states)

Iowa: Gov. Terry Branstad (R) announced at a Des Moines news
conference that while his staff is still assessing the Supreme Court
ruling on theACA, he expects to forgo the federal funding that
would allow an estimated 150,000 low-income Iowans to enroll in
the state Medicaid program. Branstad said, “Here’s the problem:
The federal government has done this again and again: ‘Buy into
our program, and we’re going to do all these things for you,’ and



then it doesn’t happen, and then the taxpayers of the state get
stuck with it,” Branstad said on Monday (Totland, Washington
Times, 7/2; Wiser, Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier, 7/3).
Missouri: Moments after the ruling, Republican leaders in
Missouri “closed the door... on expanding Medicaid eligibility,” the
Associated Press reports. Republican Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder said
the Medicaid expansion would be “a break-the-bank provision for
the state of Missouri.” House Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey
(R), said, “I just don’t see any way we will be expanding Medicaid
at the expense of things like education and public safety.” By
rejecting Medicaid expansion the state would be “turning down an
estimated $8.4 billion windfall from the federal government” but
could save up to “$431 million of its own” (Blank, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28; Crisp, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 7/1).
Nebraska: Gov. Dave Heineman (R) on June 28 pledged to block
any effort to expanded Nebraska’s Medicaid program, telling
reporters that an expansion would remove money from other
priorities or require a tax increase, AP/BloombergBusinessweek
reports. In a statement on his website, Heineman said, “As I have
said repeatedly, if this unfunded Medicaid expansion is
implemented, state aid to education and funding for the University
of Nebraska will be cut or taxes will be increased. If some state
senators want to increase taxes or cut education funding, I will
oppose them.” However, the governor noted that the Supreme
Court’s decision on Medicaid was unexpected, adding, “Again, I
want to emphasize that reviewing this decision in a detailed,
thoughtful and responsible manner will take time before a
complete determination can be made on what this ruling means
for Nebraska” (Schulte, AP/BloombergBusinessWeek, 6/29;
Heineman statement, 6/28).
Nevada:  After the Supreme Court ruling, Gov. Brian Sandoval
(R) said the impact of the decision on was not immediately clear
but indicated that he is leaning toward not expanding the state’s
Medicaid program. Sandoval’s press secretary, Mary-Sarah
Kinner, said in a statement, “The governor does not intend to
automatically accept the Medicaid expansion” (Haynes et al., Las
Vegas Review-Journal, 6/28).
New Jersey: on Fox News’ “Fox and Friends” on July 3, Gov.
Chris Christie (R) said he is leaning toward not accepting federal



funding to expand the state’s Medicaid program. He noted,
“Medicaid is pretty well expanded in our state already because of
the legacy of previous Democratic governors. So I don’t know if
there’s a lot more to do in New Jersey in that regard” (“Fox News
Insider,” Fox News, 7/3; San Francisco Chronicle, 7/3; Friedman,
Newark Star-Ledger, 7/3).
Texas: In an email responding to a query by American Health
Line, Lucy Nashed—deputy press secretary for Gov. Rick Perry (R)
—said Perry will be working with Attorney General Greg Abbott
(R) "and appropriate state agencies to determine the impact of the
Supreme Court decision on the state of Texas," adding that "the
governor has previously made clear, he has no interest in fast
tracking any portion of this bankrupting and overreaching
legislation. We will continue to call for the full repeal of the bill"
(Nashed email, 7/5). [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]

Leaning toward participating (3 states)

Arkansas: Gov. Mike Beebe (D) said he is inclined to proceed
with Medicaid expansion for his state given the “opportunity to
pay for it with taxes that are coming from … the federal
government,” he said at a news conference in Washington, D.C. “I
don’t want to send [tax money] to Massachusetts or California and
ignore our own people,” he added (Lyon, Arkansas News, 7/2).
Oregon: Gov. John Kitzhaber (D) said he is confident that the
Oregon legislature will approve a state Medicaid expansion, and
State Sen. Alan Bates (D) has expressed similar confidence, the
Associated Press reports. In an interview last week, Kitzhaber said,
“We’ll make a decision on whether or not to expand the Medicaid
program really based on, I think, the resources we have available
in the general fund for that purpose going forward” (Budnick, The
Oregonian, 7/3; Wong, Statesman Journal, 6/28; Cooper,
AP/Real Clear Politics, 6/28).
Rhode Island: In statement on his website, Gov. Lincoln Chaffee
(I) said, “I have fully committed to ensuring Rhode Island is a
national leader in implementing health reform whatever the
Supreme Court decision, and this just reinforces that
commitment.” According to Steven Costantino, the state’s
secretary of health and human services, “The expansion is easy to
do and makes sense” (Chaffee statement, 6/28; Radnofsky et al.,



Wall Street Journal, 7/2).

Participating (10 states and District of Columbia)

California: California got a head start on expanding its Medicaid
program in November 2010, shortly after Obama signed the
Affordable Care Act into law. After the high court’s ruling, Gov.
Jerry Brown (D) issued a statement, “Today’s dramatic Supreme
Court ruling removes the last roadblock to fulfilling President
Obama’s historic plan to bring health care to millions of uninsured
citizens.” Duane Dauner, president of the California Hospital
Association, said in separate statement that he expects “California
will comply with the Medicaid expansion in the law, even though
it will increase the state’s costs in future years” (Office of Gov.
Brown release, 6/28; California Hospital Association release, 7/3).
Connecticut: Gov. Dannel Malloy (D) was among the first to sign
his state up for Medicaid expansion when Obama signed the law in
2010. Following the Supreme Court’s ruling preserving the
legislation, he responded, “it’s great … [and a] very important
decision for the people of Connecticut. 500,000 people would
have lost coverage if Republicans had their way” (Davis, WTNH,
7/28).
Delaware: Gov. Jack Markell—chair of the Democratic
Governors Association—said in a statement, “The Supreme Court’s
ruling enables Delaware to continue to implement provisions of
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act to provide access to
health care benefits for Delawareans,” adding, “On the Medicaid
front, Delaware already voluntarily expanded the state’s Medicaid
coverage program in 1996 to cover many Delawareans not
previously covered” (Office of Gov. Markell release, 6/28).
District of Columbia: “The District is not at risk of losing any
Medicaid funding as a result of this ruling, because District
officials have already begun implementation of the ACA’s
Medicaid-expansion provisions and will continue to implement the
expansion,” according to a statement from the office of D.C. Mayor
Vincent Gray (D) (Executive Office of the Mayor release, 6/28).
Hawaii: Gov. Neil Abercrombie (D) said in a statement after the
ruling, “The Affordable Care Act is our ally” in the effort to
“support a healthcare system that ensures high quality, safety and
sustainable costs.” Pat McManaman, the state’s director of the



Department of Human Services, said starting next month Hawaii’s
Medicaid eligibility requirements will be in line with federal
guidelines under the overhaul, meaning an additional 24,000
people will be eligible for the program by 2014 (Office of Gov.
Abercrombie release, 6/28; Garcia, AP/CBS News, 6/29).
Illinois: Gov. Pat Quinn (D) on Thursday praised the court’s
decision and said he “will continue to work with President Obama
to help working families get the healthcare coverage they need,”
including expanding Medicaid (Office of the Governor release,
6/28; Thomason, Rock River Times, 7/3).
Maryland: Gov. Martin O’Malley (D) in a statement said the
Supreme Court’s decision “gives considerable momentum to our
health care reform efforts here in Maryland,” adding that the state
will move forward to implement the overhaul (Office of the
Governor release, 6/28).
Massachusetts: Gov. Deval Patrick (D) said Massachusetts is “an
early expansion state as you know and we’re expecting further
resources from federal government to sustain the experiment here
in Massachusetts.” Patrick said the ruling is “good news for us”
Patrick said (Walker, YNN, 6/28).
Minnesota: “Today’s ruling will be met with relief by the
Minnesotans whose lives have already been improved by this law,”
Gov. Mark Dayton (D) said in a statement on Thursday. Dayton in
2011 used federal money to expand Medicaid early to 84,000
adults with annual incomes below $8,400 (Lohn, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Vermont: Gov. Peter Shumlin (D) said Vermont’s Medicaid
program already meets the requirements under the health reform
law’s Medicaid expansion, WCAX reports (Steimle, WCAX, 7/1).
Washington: Gov. Chris Gregoire (D) "supports the Medicaid
expansion—and Washington will move forward," Karina Shagren—
a deputy communications director in Gregoire’s  administration—
said in an email to American Health Line (Shagren email, 7/5).
[updated on July 5 at 1:35 p.m.]

Undecided/no comment (26 states)

Alabama: As of June 29, Gov. Robert Bentley (R) had not
decided whether Alabama will opt out of the Medicaid expansion,
according to Jennifer Ardis, Bentley’s press secretary, AP/CBS



News reports. In a statement on his website, Bentley said, “I am
deeply disappointed by today’s Supreme Court decision,” but he
did not address the court’s ruling on the Medicaid expansion
(AP/CBS News, 6/29; Bentley statement, 6/28).
Alaska: As of Tuesday, Gov. Sean Parnell (R) has not made a
statement regarding Alaska’s intent to participate in the Medicaid
expansion, only saying in a release that “now with no penalty we
need to rethink what we’re going to do with Medicaid” and the
“expansion costs that are mandated” (Office of Gov. Parnell
release, 6/28; Coyne, Alaska Dispatch, 7/1).
Arizona: Gov. Jan Brewer (R) in a statement following the
Supreme Court ruling repeated her call for the entire law to be
repealed but did not directly address the expansion. House
Speaker Andy Tobin (R), however, said budgetary issues in the
state and a conservative political climate will make expanding
Medicaid difficult. “We’re going to have to sit down and weigh
carefully what is reasonable to expect of our political leaders,” he
said. “I don’t see us going along with the expansion if it’s not
mandated,” Tobin added. “It’s an ever-expanding cost, so it
continues to put pressure on the state budget when we’re barely
recovering as it is” (Brewer statement, 6/28; Reinhart, Arizona
Central, 6/28; Young, Huffington Post, 7/2).
Colorado: Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) at a press conference on
June 28 gave only a lukewarm nod to the Medicaid expansion. He
said, “Well, we’ll see. We’re certainly looking at that. We’re
probably a little bit premature, but we’re certainly looking at it
and trying to figure out a way we can do that and still live within
our means” (McCrimmon, Health Policy Solutions, 7/2; AP/CBS’
“Moneywatch,” 6/29).
Georgia: As of July 2, Gov. Nathan Deal (R) had not yet decided
whether Georgia would opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the
Chattanooga Times Free Press reports. Over 10 years, the
expansion is projected to cost Georgia about $4.5 billion, “money
we don’t have,” Deal spokesperson Brian Robinson said (Sher,
Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/2).
Idaho: Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter (R) this week did not indicate his
preference on whether Idaho would widen Medicaid coverage
(AP/KTVB, 7/1; Messick, StateImpact Idaho, 6/29).
Indiana:  In a press release Gov. Mitch Daniels (R) said, “Any



decision to expand Medicaid in 2014 is entirely the province of the
next General Assembly and governor.” On Thursday Daniels told
reporters “If it’s optional as I’m advised that it is, that’ll be a
decision for future legislators to make” (Office of Gov. Daniels
release, 6/29; AP/Lafayette Journal and Courier, 7/2;
“Moneywatch,” AP/CBS News, 6/29; Wilson, AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Kansas: In an email responding to a query by American Health
Line, Sherriene Jones-Sontag—communications director and press
secretary for Gov. Sam Brownback (R)—said Brownback believes
"this is now a political issue that will be resolved by the American
people in the November elections" and "he will wait until after the
November elections before making any decisions related to
ObamaCare." [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]
Kentucky: Gov. Steve Beshear (D) on June 28 said, “We continue
to review the Supreme Court’s opinion, particularly on the
Medicaid portion of the Affordable Care Act to determine what our
options may be.” He also noted that he soon would issue an
executive order to create a health insurance exchange (Office of
Gov. Beshear release, 6/28; AP/Evansville Courier & Press, 6/28).
Maine: Gov. Paul LePage (R) said in a statement on June 28, “It
is a sad day, and it is now up to the American people to demand
full repeal of Obamacare.” The governor did not directly address
the Medicaid expansion in his statement. The state Legislature and
LePage approved reductions in Medicaid spending earlier this
year, and Maine Department of Health and Human Services
Commissioner Mary Mayhew said the state “will follow federal
procedures and submit state plan amendments within the coming
weeks that will outline the Medicaid reductions that were enacted
by the Maine Legislature” (Office of Gov. LePage release, 6/28;
Farwel, Bangor Daily News/Lewiston Sun Journal, 6/29).
Michigan: As of July 1, Gov. Rick Snyder (R) had not decided to
whether Michigan will opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the
Lansing State Journal reports. Snyder spokesperson Sara Wurfel
said the administration wants to examine the cost of the expansion
to assess the “best course of action” for the state. Meanwhile,
Republican lawmakers, who control both chambers of the state
legislature, have not committed to the expansion (Davis, Lansing
State Journal, 7/1).



Montana: Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer (D), through a
spokeswoman, declined to comment on the court’s decision.
Schweitzer expressed deep reservations about the Medicaid
expansion and effect on Montana’s budget. “Here’s what I
know,” Schweitzer in February 2011 said, “that unless we
challenge the underlying costs of health care … it will bankrupt the
states because there’s no way of decreasing the cost of health care
under the current system” (Dennison, Gazette State Bureau, 6/28;
Drake, Montana Watchdog, 7/2).
New Hampshire: As of July 1, Gov. John Lynch (D)—who in the
past has voiced concern over how the government would pay for
the Medicaid expansion—had made no statement on whether New
Hampshire would opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the Nashua
Telegraph reports. In a June 28 statement on his website, Lynch
noted that the state has “been preparing to implement the
Affordable Care Act and will continue doing so in a way that best
fits New Hampshire” (Landrigan, Nashua Telegraph, 7/1; Lynch
statement, 6/28).
New Mexico: Gov. Susana Martinez (R) has not decided whether
the state will expand Medicaid, according to spokesperson Scott
Darnell. He said, “The governor is reviewing today’s Supreme
Court decision and will proceed in a manner that best protects the
safety net for the most vulnerable New Mexicans in a responsible
and sustainable manner” (Massey, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28).
New York: As of July 2, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) had not made a
statement on whether New York would participate in the Medicaid
expansion. In a release last week, the governor said, “I am pleased
the Supreme Court upheld this law,” adding that he looked
forward to working with the “Obama administration to ensure
accessible, quality care for all New Yorkers (Office of Gov. Cuomo
release, 6/28; The Journal News, 6/29; Caruso, San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
North Carolina: As of July 3, Gov. Beverly Perdue (D) had not
made any public statement about her state’s participation in the
Medicaid expansion. However, in a statement responding to the
Supreme Court’s decision, Perdue said she is “committed to
continuing to move forward … to ensure that all North Carolinians
have affordable, reliable health coverage.” Meanwhile, a



spokesperson for Perdue said the governor has been in contact
with HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius about the Medicaid
expansion and will review the Supreme Court’s ruling to
determine how it might affect North Carolina (Office of Gov.
Perdue release, 6/28; Dalesio, CBS News, 6/28; Jarvis/Bonner,
Winston-Salem Journal, 6/29).
North Dakota: As of Tuesday, Gov. Jack Dalrymple (R) had not
made a statement about his state’s intent to participate in the
Medicaid expansion. However, in a statement responding to the
Supreme Court’s ruling, Dalrymple said the health reform law “is
wrong for North Dakota,” adding that its “citizens want the
freedom to make their own decisions about their health-care
coverage.” Dalrymple has said that his staff is analyzing the court’s
ruling, but it is unclear whether the state will participate in the
Medicaid (Office of Gov. Dalrymple release, 6/28; MacPherson,
AP/San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Ohio: Gov. John Kasich (R) on Monday said he has not decided
whether his state will participate in the Medicaid expansion and he
does not plan to set a “deadline” to make his decision. The head of
the state’s Office of Health Transformation also said the state must
first determine how to cover the additional Medicaid costs the
state would incur even if the state does not participate in the
expansion. In a statement on the Supreme Court’s ruling, Kasich
said, “We are very concerned that a sudden, dramatic increase in
Medicaid spending could threaten Ohio’s ability to pursue needed
reforms in other areas” (Office of Gov. Kasich release, 6/28;
Tribble, Cleveland Plain Dealer, 7/2; Columbus Business First,
7/3; Candisky, Columbus Dispatch, 7/3).
Oklahoma: Gov. Mary Fallin (R) has not yet decided whether
Oklahoma will opt of the Medicaid expansion, Tulsa World
reports. Fallin said, “Certainly I am hoping that we’ll elect a new
president and we’ll be able to change faces … in the (Democratic-
controlled) U.S. Senate that we can once and for all overturn the
federal health care bill” (McNutt, The Oklahoman, 6/29; Greene,
Tulsa World, 7/3; McGuigan, Tulsa Today, 7/2).
Pennsylvania: Gov. Tom Corbett (R) has not yet announced
whether Pennsylvania will opt out of the Medicaid expansion. He
said in a statement, “I think we can all agree there are
Pennsylvanians who need our help. However, expanding



government bureaucracy, government programs and government
spending is not the answer” (Office of the Gov. Corbett release,
6/28, LoBasso, “PhillyNow,” Philadelphia Weekly, 7/3).
South Dakota: South Dakota: In an email responding to a query
by American Health Line, Joe Kafka—press secretary in Gov.
Dennis Daugaard’s (R) administration—said Daugaard “has made
no decision on [the] Medicaid expansion, which will be costly for
South Dakota, and he won’t make any decision on it until after the
election” (Kafka email, 7/5). [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]
Tennessee: As of July 2, Gov. Bill Haslam (R) had not yet
decided whether Tennessee would opt out of the Medicaid
expansion. After the Supreme Court ruling, Haslam told reporters,
“We don’t really know what we’re going to do … but the cost
impact to the state is very significant” (Sher, Chattanooga Times
Free Press, 7/2).
Utah: Gov. Gary Herbert (R) said is administration is conducting
a thorough legal and policy review of the Supreme Court ruling,
but he did not comment on whether the state would expand its
Medicaid program (Stewart, Salt Lake Tribune, 6/29; AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Virginia: Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) has made statements
indicating that he is against the Medicaid expansion, but has
declined at this point to comment definitively on whether Virginia
will opt out of it. McDonnell said he will review the state’s options
in the upcoming weeks (Martz, Richmond Times-Dispatch, 7/1;
Millman, Politico, 6/29).
West Virginia: Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) has not yet
announced whether West Virginia will proceed with the Medicaid
expansion. In a statement, Tomblin said, “We know what the law
is but as I’ve said before, I will continue to do what is best for
West Virginia… We’re going to review the Supreme Court’s ruling,
and work with our federal delegation on how we move forward”
(Smith, AP/San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28; Office of Gov. Tomblin
statement, 6/28).
Wyoming: Gov. Matt Mead (R) in a statement said he will study
the Supreme Court’s ruling and the health reform law more
carefully before making any implementation plans for Wyoming,
but he believes “the ACA is not a good fit” for the state (Office of
Gov. Mead release, 6/28; Wolfson, Billings Gazette, 6/28).
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Last week fo1mer Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm (D) argued that any Governor who 

rejected the Affordable Care Act's new Medicaid expansion was either stupid or evil. This is a 

common refrain from the law's defenders, that only an irrational or uncaring Governor would reject 

the ACA's new Medicaid subsidies to provide health insurance to poor adults without kids. 

This question is now relevant thanks to the Supreme Comt 's recent ruling. The Robe1ts Comt mled 

that the federal government may not deny the federal share of funds for a state'sexjsting Medicaid 

program if that state refuses to avail itself of the new subsidies offered for expanding program 

eligibility. In the wake of this mling several Governors have said they will not, or may not, expand 

their Medicaid programs, notwithstanding the ACA's offer of generous matching federal funds . 

How generous? Under the ACA the Feds will pay all benefit costs for this new population for two 

years, and then from 80-95 percent of benefit costs beyond that. That compares to an average 

federal share of 57 cents of each dollar spent on Medicaid benefits for existing populations. The 

exact federal share varies by state and ranges from 50 cents federal to 78 cents federal for basic 

Medicaid benefits. 

New York Governor Cuomo might say, "I have to pay 50 cents of state money for each Medicaid 



dollar spent in New York. If I expand my Medicaid program to these poor childless adults, I'll have 

to pay about 18-19 cents of state money for each Medicaid dollar spent on them after the first few 

years." The Mississippi Governor might see his costs reduced from 22 cents of state money per 

dollar spent for existing Medicaid populations, down to only 5 cents of state money per dollar spent 

on these new populations. From a state's perpective, the decision to expand Medicaid means higher 

state expendihrres but at a drastically reduced cost in state funds per new enrollee. Adding new 

people still costs you scarce state funds, but these new enrollees would be cheaper to the state than 

the people already in your program. 

Why, then, would a Governor reject such a generous offer? She can provide health insurance for 

poor residents of her state for no cost in the first two years and at an extremely reduced cost after 

that. If a Governor refuses, ACA defenders argue she will be leaving eno1mous amounts of federal 

money "on the table." Governor Granholm points out that states already subsidize hospitals to 

cover some of the costs of the uncompensated care delivered to these poor uninsured people. And 

since in most cases Medicaid pays providers low payment rates, adding them to Medicaid is a 

relatively inexpensive way to provide them with health insurance. 

Charles Blahous was first to publicly explain how the Court's decision could make the ACA's 

finances untenable. He examined the incentive the Cotut's decision would have for Governors to 

abandon Medicaid expansions in favor of federally-funded subsidies through state exchanges. 

Let 's briefly review seven additional challenges to the case made by advocates for Medicaid 

expansion under the ACA. The bar is low: we don't have to prove that a Governor should not 

expand Medicaid, only that one can make this decision without being iiTational or evil. Thanks to a 

knowledgeable friend for helping me with these. 

1. "Leaving federal money on the table" looks at the problem backwards. The law does not 

offer states free money without conditions, it reduces the price to the state of covering these new 

people. A state must still find the funds to cover its five to 20 percent of the new Medicaid costs. 

While that's a tiny fraction of the total new costs, Medicaid is a huge program and many states are 

ah'eady in dire financial condition. If a state can't afford its share it doesn 't matter how much the 

Feds are offering. A Governor must look at her budget and prioritize the state resources at her 

disposal. Medicaid spending is one of the two largest components of most state budgets. It is 

reasonable for a Governor to conclude she would rather use her limited resources for other needs 

(education, emergency services, public infrastmcture) than to expand her state's obligations for its 

biggest and fastest-growing entitlement. 

2. A smart Governor recognizes that a commitment to expand Medicaid eligibility is likely to 

be permanent, so she may be risk averse. It is quite difficult to cut off eligibility for a group of 

people once it 's been granted. Our Governor must also consider political and legislative risk from 

Washington. Sure, the Feds are offering to pay all benefit costs for the first two years, and most 

costs after that. But the law might be repealed in 2013. Even if it's not, Congress could cut federal 

match rates in the future to address federal spending pressures. In his budget President Obama has 

proposed to "align" match rates in Medicaid and CHIP, code for cutting CHIP match rates. A 



federal "Grand Bargain" fiscal negotiation would certainly consider cutting federal match rates for 

Medicaid and CHIP. In any of these scenarios the state and our Governor bear the downside fiscal 

risk. 

3. A Govt>rnor must also worry about cr t>eping federal requirements for this new 

population. States have some flexibility designing benefit packages for their Medicaid populations 

and a lot of flexibility in designing insurance stmchrres and setting payment rates. The Feds, 

however, are looking at this new group of people as pa1t of their "ACA eligibility expansions," 

along with others who will buy subsidized insurance through state exchanges. What happens, then, 

if the Feds want to impose new requirements on the exchanges, and then require states to do the 

same with their Medicaid programs? The Feds have a history of doing this in Medicaid. 

4. There art> hiddt>n costs to this expansion. Any time a program like Medicaid is expanded there 

is a woodwork effect. Some mothers and their kids who were eligible for Medicaid before the 

ACA, but who had not emolled, would be drawn to enroll with the increased publicity to enroll 

newly eligible poor childless adults. If your focus is on emolling poor people in Medicaid this is a 

good thing. It is also an increased cost to the state budget, especially since these mothers and their 

kids are not eligible for the higher federal match rate in the ACA. A Governor considering whether 

to expand her program must include these additional costs in her decision, even though they don't 

directly impact the target population. A state also bears the administrative expenses and challenges 

of expanding its program. 

5. Adding nt>w peoplt> increases government spending and total spending on health cart>. Yes, 

those who lack prepaid health insurance impose uncompensated care costs on hospitals. Yes, the 

states pick up some of these costs through subsidies to those hospitals. Both would be reduced if 

more people had prepaid health insurance. But while expanded Medicaid eligibility means more 

and better medical care for those who were previously uninsured, it comes at an added cost to the 

government (Feds + States). There is no free ltmch here, only a reduced price lunch. More people 

X more medical care = more spending. 

6. A Governor creates negotiating levt>rage with the Feds by saying no, t>ven tt>mporarily. The 

Feds and States are constantly engaged in negotiations over ftmding and rules for Medicaid and 

CHIP. Governors know that the Obama Administration needs them to expand their Medicaid 

populations for PP ACA to approach its coverage goals. Congress wrote the law with an effective 

mandate on states to cover these people. The Comt inverted that power dynamic, and any Governor 

who says no to an expansion gains leverage for more federal fonds or flexibility in other areas. 

7. If it's such a good deal why did the Ft>ds mandatt> it? There's a parallel here with the 

individual mandate and accompanying subsidies. The law's authors knew that subsidies would 

encourage some individuals and some states to buy health insurance or expand their Medicaid 

programs. They knew that others would not take advantage of these subsidies, so they mandated 

participation with penalties for noncompliance. The individual mandate and penalty tax survived 

the Court challenges while those imposed on states did not. It is reasonable to assume that, without 

the mandate, some states will now choose not to expand their biggest (or second-biggest) state 

spending program any fo1ther. 

When the ACA was enacted in 2010 CBO estimated that the Medicaid expansions would result in 

17 million more Medicaid emollees by 2016. The Supreme Court's ruling and subsequent decisions 



by Governors should reduce that. We will see by how much if the law is not repealed next year. 

- kbh 
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Why the Obama-Boehner talks fell apart

Budget talks between President Obama and Speaker Boehner fell apart yesterday



after the Speaker called the President and said he would instead negotiate directly

with Senate Leaders Reid & McConnell.

The President spoke to the press within the hour to begin framing the collapse of the

negotiations. He reinforced his theme that he was the reasonable, flexible party

willing to compromise to get a deal.

I just got a call about a half hour ago from Speaker Boehner who indicated

that he was going to be walking away from the negotiations ...

... And so the question is, what can you say yes to? Now, if their only

answer is what they've presented, ... -- if that's their only answer, then it's

going to be pretty difficult for us to figure out where to go. Because the

fact of the matter is that's what the American people are looking for, is

some compromise, some willingness to put partisanship aside, some

willingness to ignore talk radio or ignore activists in our respective bases,

and do the right thing.

And to their credit, Nancy Pelosi, Harry Reid, the Democratic leadership,

they sure did not like the plan that we are proposing to Boehner, but they

were at least willing to engage in a conversation because they understood

how important it is for us to actually solve this problem. And so far I have

not seen the capacity of the House Republicans in particular to make

those tough decisions.

The President positioned himself as the aggrieved party, trying to understand what

went wrong:

It is hard to understand why Speaker Boehner would walk away from this

kind of deal.

I actually think it's quite easy. The President backtracked in private negotiations this

week, demanding bigger tax increases after the Gang of Six, including three

conservative Republican Senators, released a plan that raised taxes more than the

President had previously demanded.

Today's press stories treat this as a detail. It is instead the key to understanding why

the talks fell apart.

Here are some primary source materials for reference:

video and transcript of the President's press briefing;

excerpts and video of Speaker Boehner's statement and his Dear Colleague

letter.

Recent history of the negotiations

First we'll look at total levels of taxation.



This gets a little tricky, because Republicans and Democrats frame tax numbers

differently. These negotiations assumed a gap between current law taxation and

current policy taxation of $3.5 T over 10 years.

Last weekend the White House was willing to, from their perspective, reduce
revenue at least $2.8 T relative to current law. That's about $700 B higher

revenues than current policy. That number would be a ceiling for revenues.

Tuesday the Gang of Six proposed their budget plan. The Gang's plan would

reduce revenues $1.5 T relative to current law, which (using these baselines)

means $2 T higher revenues than current policy. That means the Gang of Six

proposed $1.3 T higher revenues than the President had been demanding

privately. The Gang of Six includes three conservative Republican Senators.

After the Gang of Six offered their plan, the President backtracked from his

position last weekend and increased his demand. Late this week the President

was willing to reduce revenue by at most $2.4 T relative to current law.

Using CBO's numbers, that's about $1.1 T higher revenues than current policy,

and $400 B higher than last weekend. That number would be a floor for

revenues.

Last week the President increased his tax demand by $400 B and changed a ceiling

for revenues into a floor. (Technical note: My numbers are $100 B off from the $800 B

and $1.2 T numbers publicly discussed. This doesn't change the story and the

backtrack amount is still $400 B.)

Next let's look at tax rates. The President and the Speaker were negotiating certain

parameters that would be agreed to for a future tax reform:

As of last weekend, the President was willing to support three individual tax

rates, and the top rate would be less than 35 percent. Team Obama also

agreed that the difference between the top individual and corporate rates would

be limited.

After the Gang of Six released their plan, the President's team backed away

from this position.

In addition, Team Obama suddenly insisted that refundable tax outlays (for the

poor) not be reduced by tax reform.

Again, the President retreated from an earlier position on taxes as a result of the

Gang of Six introducing their plan. On total tax revenues, tax rates, and refundable

outlays, the President increased his demands last week.

The Speaker's statement today reinforces this description of recent history:

The discussions we've had broke down for two reasons. First, they

insisted on raising taxes. We had an agreement on a revenue number -
a revenue number that we thought we could reach based on a flatter tax

code with lower rates and a broader base that would produce more

economic growth, more employees and more taxpayers, and a tax system

that was more efficient in collecting the taxes that were due the federal

government. Let me just say that the White House moved the



goalposts. There was an agreement, until the President demanded
$400 billion more, which was going to be nothing more than a tax
increase on the American people. I can tell you Leader Cantor and I

were very disappointed in this call for higher revenue. Second, they

refused to get serious about cutting spending, and making the tough

choices that are facing our country on entitlement reform. Listen, that's the

bottom line.

The President's statement does not explicitly confirm that the President "moved the

goalposts," but is consistent with it, and he cited the Gang of Six four times, wrapping

his arms around their position.

In addition, what we sought was revenues that were actually less than

what the Gang of Six signed off on. So you had a bipartisan group of

senators, including Republicans who are in leadership in the Senate,

calling for what effectively was about $2 trillion above the Republican

baseline that they've been working off of. What we said was give us $1.2

trillion in additional revenues

Press reports today say Presidential advisors confirmed that the President increased

his demand for more revenues last week.

In addition, the President and the Speaker had open disputes about how much to

save from Medicaid, and about an automatic mechanism to force Congress to act on

the entitlement and tax provisions. The President wanted a provision that would

"decouple" tax rates if Congress failed to act, allowing top tax rates to increase while

extending the other tax rates. Republicans would hate this outcome and would

therefore have an incentive to legislate the deal. The Speaker insisted that if this

automatic hammer decoupled tax rates, it also had to repeal the individual mandate

from the Affordable Care Act (ObamaCare), to create roughly equal legislative

pressure on both sides of the aisle.

Negotiation tactics, framing & strategy

While it is an aggressive tactic, there is nothing "wrong" with moving backward in a

negotiation. It is likely to anger the counterparty, and it usually reduces the chance of

getting a deal. But sometimes conditions change, as they did this week, and one

party feels his position is strengthened and thinks he can demand more.

That appears to be the case here. The three conservative Republican Senators who

supported a high level of taxes changed the President's perception of what he could

demand on taxes, and especially what he could publicly defend as reasonable if

negotiations fell apart. So he backtracked and increased his demand.

At the same time, this has important consequences for those trying to understand

why negotiations fell apart.

It shows the President was willing to risk not getting a deal for what he

perceived as an improved chance of getting better than his bottom line on taxes.



The President's increased private demands on taxes contradict his public claim

that he has been doing everything possible to get a deal.

The President said, "It is hard to understand why Speaker Boehner would walk

away from this deal." No it's not. The deal the President offered him got worse

over the course of the past week.

Imagine the Republican reaction if word had leaked out that the Speaker and

Leader Cantor had agreed to a worse tax position than the President had

offered them one week prior. There is no way they could take that risk, and the
President had to know that. The President made a new demand he had to

know Republican Leaders could not possibly accept. The President toughened

his position knowing it would cause the talks to fall apart, yet feeling comfortable

that he had a stronger rhetorical position explaining the collapse.

The Gang of Six's efforts have been characterized by some as a shining

example of bipartisanship that showed a path forward toward a budget

compromise. But because the Gang's plan was left of the President on taxes,

the President backtracked and caused negotiations to collapse. The Gang of

Six's substance and timing helped kill whatever remaining short-term chance

there was for a big budget deal.

President Obama used the Gang of Six's plan as an exit strategy. He backtracked on

taxes, knowing this would force the Speaker to abandon negotiations, and knowing he

could use the Republican Senators in the Gang to argue from a position of increased

rhetorical strength in the ensuing debate. It's a clever strategy but it belies the

President's public posture.

It seems the President's own questions should be asked of him:

And so then the question becomes, where's the leadership? Or,

alternatively, how serious are you actually about debt and deficit

reduction? Or do you simply want it as a campaign ploy going into the next

election?

-kbh 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                             CONTACT:  Julia Lawless, Antonia Ferrier
June 15, 2011                                                                   (202) 224-4515

HATCH OUTLINES NEED FOR COMPREHENSIVE MEDICAID REFORM

In Speech Today, Utah Senator Says, “I reject the President’s inside-the-beltway approach to providing
health care for a country as large and diverse as ours.  Instead of centralizing power in the nation’s
capital, we should empower the states to run their Medicaid programs in a manner consistent with the
needs and the values of their citizens.”

WASHINGTON – In a speech at the Heritage Foundation today, U.S. Senator Orrin Hatch (R-Utah),
Ranking Member of the Senate Finance Committee, outlined why Medicaid reform must happen given
the financial burden it’s placing on state and federal budgets and the poor quality of care it offers
patients. On Monday, Republican Governors sent Hatch and Chairman Upton a letter outlining a series
of principles that should guide reform.   Hatch believes that the highly successful, bipartisan welfare
reform of 1996 - where states led the way to provide the best solutions for a broken program - should
be the model to modernize Medicaid.

“Medicaid has served as an important safety net for more than 45 years, but in order to continue
serving the most vulnerable in our society, it is absolutely essential that we modernize this program,”
said Hatch.  “The bottom line is that those who are the biggest advocates for Medicaid, and most
criticize conservatives for seeking to reform the program, are happy to consign America’s poorest and
sickest patients to a health care gulag.”

Hatch continued, “I reject the President’s inside-the-beltway approach to providing health care for a
country as large and diverse as ours.  Instead of centralizing power in the nation’s capital, we should
empower the states to run their Medicaid programs in a manner consistent with the needs and the
values of their citizens. In the coming months, I look forward to working closely with the governors to
develop specific solutions.   We have a great deal of work to do to turn the governors’ principles into
federal law, but we are ready for the challenge.”

Below are Hatch’s remarks as prepared for delivery:



Thank you Mike for that kind introduction.  I always appreciate the invitation to participate in Heritage
Foundation events.  For decades, folks like yourself, and Ed Meese, and Bob Moffitt, and Stuart Butler —
not to mention Dr. Feulner — have been at the vanguard of conservative policy.  It is hard to think of a
conservative policy achievement that does not have your imprint on it, and for that leadership I am
grateful.
Unfortunately, the need for your leadership is always growing.
It is nice to be on offense, but since President Obama’s inauguration, we have too often found
ourselves on defense, holding the line for limited government and free markets. The debate over health
care reform is a case in point.
Along with many other groups, Heritage had spent years working through the nuances of health care
policy, identifying the root causes of access problems and recommending solutions consistent with our
constitutional commitment to personal liberty.
And then what happened?
President Obama, having salted the earth during the campaign, took all of the innovative work that had
been done and tossed it in the garbage. Instead of reforming a bankrupt system, he decided to double
down on it. For all of the 2,000-plus pages of ObamaCare — and believe me, it is no picnic getting
through that bill — it really is a pretty simple scheme.
Spend $2.6 trillion on new coverage entitlements, and pretend to pay for it by raiding already bankrupt
entitlements and raising taxes by half a trillion dollars. While they may have expanded coverage, they
did nothing to address the fundamental problem facing our nation’s health care system — the cost of
health care. We know how this book is going to end.  If you put government on the hook for expanded
coverage, without reducing the cost of coverage, the cost to taxpayers is going to go up.
Democratic Governor Phil Bredesen has it right.  This is his assessment of ObamaCare.  “What a
stunning disappointment.  The health care ‘reform’ we finally wrote into law isn’t transformational.  It
provides health insurance for a great many more people, but doesn’t directly attack any of the deep
structural problems of health care.”
Nowhere is the impact of this deadly combination of expanding coverage and expanding costs more
insidious than in Medicaid. Medicaid is not only a federal entitlement that was massively expanded
through ObamaCare, but it is an entitlement that states are responsible for.  By exploding Medicaid
populations and denying the states the ability to effectively manage those populations, ObamaCare is a
direct assault on our Founding Fathers’ Constitution of limited federal powers and reserved states’
rights.
The bottom line is that we need to repeal this terrible law in its entirety.  But addressing Medicaid is a
reasonable place to start for conservatives who want to restore the fiscal integrity of the states and to
undo the damage done by this administration to the nation’s health care system.
Medicaid has served as an important safety net for more than 45 years, but in order to continue serving
the most vulnerable in our society, it is absolutely essential that we modernize this program.
            One of Medicaid’s biggest problems is mission creep.  In its first year, fewer than five million
individuals used Medicaid services.  Today, nearly one in four Americans is on Medicaid and half those
newly covered by ObamaCare will be on Medicaid.  This is simply unsustainable.  Medicaid was intended
to be a safety net program for the poor.  But it has turned into substitute health insurance for nearly
one-quarter of the population.  Not only can the states and the federal government not afford such a
massive program, but as currently structured it provides nowhere near the level of care that it should. 
In short, an ever expanding Medicaid program is devastating for the nation’s and the states’ finances,
and by spreading itself so thin it fails to provide adequate care for those who need it.
Medicaid’s budget burdens are a significant problem.  It is no exaggeration to say that Medicaid
threatens to bankrupt both the federal budget and the vast majority of state budgets.  Over the next
ten years, Washington alone will spend $4.6 trillion on Medicaid.  Think of that for a minute.  Our
publicly held debt is already $14 trillion.   We are talking right now about significant spending reductions
that amount to between $2 trillion and $3 trillion.  Yet, we are set to spend $4.6 trillion on this one
program alone.
When Admiral Mullen said that the greatest threat to our national security is our debt, he probably had
a copy of the Social Security Act open and turned to the Medicaid program. The levels of Medicaid
spending are not just a budget issue.  They are also a governance issue, depriving lawmakers and
governors of the flexibility to provide much needed services to their citizens.  With Medicaid spending
now consuming nearly a quarter of state government budgets, this program routinely crowds out other
critical priorities such as education and law enforcement.
States need to enact their own pro-growth agendas, keeping taxes low to spur job growth, but Medicaid
obligations are strangling these efforts. Unfortunately, liberal Medicaid advocates and their Democratic
allies do not seem to care.  They put on their blinders and pretend as though there is no problem with



Medicaid’s financing and that any reductions in spending or meaningful reforms are assaults on the
poor.  It is worth reminding these professional advocates just how much waste, fraud, and abuse there
is in the Medicaid program.
Anyone who doubts that we can save money in Medicaid should Google Medicaid and Financial
Planning.  There’s an entire consulting industry out there teaching people how to game the system and
get Medicaid to pay for long term care services.  People can own a $750,000 house and still qualify for
Medicaid these days.
Medicaid is a massive target for waste, fraud, and abuse.  By CMS’ own estimates, tens of billions of
dollars are lost to fraud, waste and abuse each year.  Medicaid’s improper payment rate averages nearly
10 percent, and when you are talking about a $400 billion a year program that’s a lot of money.
These are not hypotheticals.
One state’s Auditor General found that Medicaid was paying claims on behalf of 1,705 dead people. 
And a GAO report determined that beneficiaries were improperly obtaining addictive drugs at a cost of
$65 million to taxpayers.
So Medicaid is like every other government program. There is fat to be cut. The only difference between
this and other programs is how well marbled Medicaid is.
I want to make one more point, however.
Irrespective of one’s views on the merits of the Medicaid program as a matter of principle or
constitutional soundness, it should at the very least be able to measure up as a program that achieves
its objectives.
In other words, does Medicaid even do what it sets out to do? I think that the answer is clear that too
often it does not. In too many instances, Medicaid fails the patients that it purports to serve.
            Scott Gottlieb’s recent piece on this subject in the Wall Street Journal is jarring, and every
bleeding heart who attacks conservatives for failure to support the poor should have to answer for
Medicaid’s abysmal record in treating its impoverished beneficiaries.
            According to this article, Medicaid patients and people lacking any health insurance were both
50 percent more likely to die when compared with privately insured patients.  They were 80 percent
more likely than those with private insurance to have tumors that spread to at least one lymph node.
            A 2010 study of major surgical operations found that Medicaid patients had the longest length
of stay in the hospital, the most total hospital costs, and the highest risk of death. Even according to
government data, Medicaid patients are more likely to end up in the emergency room than privately
insured and even uninsured patients.
            Gottlieb concludes that being on Medicaid is actually worse than having no health care coverage
at all. And I cannot say that I disagree.
            Nor can I say that I am surprised.  What about our experience with top down government-run
programs suggests that it would lead to top flight medical care?
            The bottom line is that those who are the biggest advocates for Medicaid, and are the quickest
to criticize conservatives for seeking to reform the program, are happy to consign America’s poorest and
sickest patients to a health care gulag.
            The single greatest reason for this failure of the Medicaid program is a Washington bureaucracy
that has tied the states’ hands, preventing them from making meaningful changes and reforms.
            President Obama took this programmatic jalopy and crashed it into a bridge abutment. Instead
of reforming this program and putting it on sound financial footing, he made matters worse by
continuing to hamstring the states.
            Instead of trying to fix Medicaid’s problems, he exacerbated all of the program’s worst
features.  This administration has demonstrated an alarming pattern of usurping states’ authority to
manage their Medicaid programs in ways that best meet the needs of their citizens.
First, the so-called stimulus package restricted states from managing their program eligibility through an
onerous mandate called the Maintenance of Effort or M-O-E.
States –— unlike Washington — which too often just prints money to pay for out-of-control spending,
actually have to make tough budget decisions every year.  And the states are facing the worst budget
crisis since the Great Depression with a collective $175 billion shortfall.
Washington’s micromanagement of state Medicaid programs makes it incredibly difficult for the states to
balance their budgets and provide for those who are most in need. Because of the overly generous
benefit programs that Washington forces on the states, they are unable to target health services to
those most in need of assistance.  Because of these M-O-E restrictions, Governors are unable to
undertake common-sense reforms that root out program waste, fraud, and abuse.
The result of these M-O-E requirements is nothing short of Washington induced state fiscal crises. My
close friend Utah Governor Gary Herbert has said, “[n]ot a state in this nation is immune to tough
budget decisions, and sometimes Washington makes it even harder.  Utah must seriously weigh the real



costs of Medicaid, one of the largest and most expensive programs we have….Unfortunately, federal
mandates tie our hands.  Utah has zero flexibility to respond to economic conditions, or the option to
scale the program back in a way that reflects local values and priorities.”
Governor Herbert — and many other governors across the nation — have repeatedly asked Washington
to repeal these onerous Medicaid M-O-E mandates.  And I have recently introduced legislation, the
State Flexibility Act, to do exactly what the governors have asked.
The State Flexibility Act fully repeals these burdensome Medicaid M-O-E regulations.  It starts to put
states back in control, empowering them to prioritize and balance their budgets, while simultaneously
lowering federal entitlement spending. This legislation will save American taxpayers $2.8 billion over just
the first five years.
Regardless of political affiliation, I am confident that this bill has the potential to garner strong,
bipartisan support in Congress and represents a strong first step toward achieving comprehensive
Medicaid reform.  Still, this legislation is just a first step towards achieving comprehensive Medicaid
reform, and we have much more work to do.
In April, the Obama Administration proposed a new regulation out of C-M-S that will force states to ask
Washington’s permission whenever they want to lower spending on reimbursement rates to providers.
            After first taking away states’ ability to manage their Medicaid enrollment, now the Obama
Administration is trying to completely tie states’ hands when it comes to setting rates.  These
regulations will straightjacket the states and make it virtually impossible for them to lower their Medicaid
spending.
Now the Obama Administration is also trying to impose its pro-abortion agenda on the states.  In May,
the State of Indiana passed a law to restrict taxpayer dollars from going to abortion facilities, but the
Obama Administration is trying to stop Indiana from implementing that law.  Some media reports even
indicate that the Obama Administration is considering cutting the entirety of Indiana’s federal Medicaid
match over this issue.
            Last week, I sent a letter to the Obama Administration along with 27 other United States
Senators explaining that the State of Indiana is clearly within its rights to implement its law.  Indiana’s
law effectively closes a loophole that has allowed taxpayer dollars to support operational costs for
abortions; and furthermore, their law ensures full compliance with the longstanding federal policy of the
Hyde Amendment.
Indiana’s proposal should not only be approved by the federal government; I believe it serves as an
important model for every state.  More broadly, I support the right of states to administer their Medicaid
programs in a manner consistent with the values of their citizens.
As if these attacks from the Obama Administration aren’t enough, the Supreme Court will be hearing a
case this fall know as Maxwell-Jolly that could give a completely unprecedented private right of action
over Medicaid.  If the Supreme Court decides the case in the same way that the liberal Ninth Circuit in
California did, the litigation costs for states will exponentially increase.
Each of these examples is unique, but they all share a common theme.  Each is an effort by Washington
to micromanage the states when it comes to Medicaid.  As Ranking Member of the Senate Finance
Committee, I’m fighting back hard against the Obama Administration on each of these issues.
We have our work cut out for us.
 In 2017, state governments will be forced to spend new money on expanded Medicaid populations, and
by 2020, the states will fully shoulder their share for these new populations.  The non-partisan
Congressional Budget Office originally estimated ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansions at a $60 billion cost
to the states through 2021.  I authored a joint Congressional Committee Report with House Energy and
Commerce Chairman Fred Upton that was the first to comprehensively examine state government
estimates of the costs of ObamaCare for state Medicaid programs.

States use these estimates in managing their budgets; this report therefore gives the clearest picture to
date of the health care law’s new Medicaid costs to state taxpayers.  This report conservatively
estimates that ObamaCare will cost state taxpayers at least $118.04 billion through 2023. The state-by-
state findings of this report indicate just how unrealistic ObamaCare’s Medicaid mandates are for the
states.  In just one state, the Medicaid program will be forced to spend $27 billion more than the
program’s entire annual budget today.
Though this picture is grim, there is a better way for Medicaid.
I reject the President’s inside-the-beltway approach to providing health care for a country as large and
diverse as ours.  Instead of centralizing power in the nation’s capital, we should empower the states to
run their Medicaid programs in a manner consistent with the needs and the values of their citizens.
            The welfare reform of the 1990s — the most successful conservative reform of an entitlement
program, and one that you are very familiar with in this building — can serve as a model for Medicaid



reform.  Solutions for sustainable welfare reform came from the states — not just Washington.  Our goal
is to empower the states to design and implement innovative Medicaid solutions.   Our nation’s
governors have run Medicaid programs and are in the best position to help Congress in fixing Medicaid.
            I would also add that the history of welfare reform can keep us optimistic even when we are
slogging through fights over Medicaid reform.  When we began the fight for welfare reform, we were
told that our work-first approach and end to the welfare entitlement would be devastating to the poor. 
Today, after the positive results from welfare reform, that original conservative position is virtually
unassailable.
            So I am ready for the onslaught from the left, but as Richard Weaver put it, ideas have
consequences, and I am confident that thoughtful conservative reforms to the Medicaid system will not
only prevail, but will have a positive impact on the program’s finances and on the quality of care.
            Here are just a few of the examples that conservatives can look to when they are reforming
Medicaid. Rhode Island implemented a global cap on Medicaid expenditures back in 2009.  The waiver
gave the state flexibility from Washington’s bureaucracy.  Not only did the State improve patient care,
by implementing important wellness programs and moving seniors from nursing homes into community
care when appropriate, but the state has saved a significant amount of money by making its program
more competitive and efficient.
The State of Indiana implemented an innovative Medicaid model that couples a commercial health care
plan (for expenses above $1,100) with a health care spending account controlled by the Medicaid
beneficiary.  The accounts are prefunded by the state on an income sliding scale.
The results?  A recent survey of program enrollees found that the personal responsibility approach is
positively changing health care behaviors: 76 percent of respondents had received an annual physical,
six in ten respondents now think differently about where and when they get their health care, and two-
thirds of respondents say they are more likely to seek treatment when needed.
Finally, the state of West Virginia has implemented innovative reforms to promote personal
responsibility among Medicaid beneficiaries.  The state established “Healthy Rewards Accounts” to
encourage healthy behaviors.  To open a reward account, a beneficiary must sign a member rights and
responsibility agreement, which says, for example, “I understand that smoking, using drugs illegally,
drinking too much alcohol, and being overweight are bad for my health.”  The state then awards
bonuses to beneficiaries for meeting health goals such as medication regimen compliance.
According to Nancy Adkins, Commissioner of the West Virginia Bureau for Medical Services, “West
Virginia is poised to take the lead in moving Medicaid from a welfare mentality to a model which
emphasizes personal empowerment and responsibility.”
            I could go on about the innovative things that Texas and New York have done in better
coordinating care for patients eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid — or the “duals.”  Not only have
these approaches saved the states money, they have improved care for the patients.
It is important for Congress to encourage, rather than stymie these state-based innovations.  Last
month, Chairman Upton and I sent each governor a letter asking for feedback on both the challenges
states have faced and for their ideas on how to make Medicaid work better.
We have heard many governors — both Democrat and Republican — express the need for Medicaid
reform.  Former Governor Phil Bredesen has called the Medicaid program “an obsolete and broken
system.”
Former Governor Jeb Bush said, "We're left with a broken system that creates barriers for patients,
removes incentives for compassionate high-quality health care and encourages fraud and abuse by
some vendors who have learned how to gain from the system rather than take care of Florida's most
vulnerable citizens."
Governors have run a Medicaid program and are in the best position to tell Washington how to fix
Medicaid.  Chairman Upton and I asked for feedback on both the challenges governors have faced and
for their ideas on how to make Medicaid work better.  My goal is to empower the states to design and
implement innovative Medicaid solutions that work for their states.
This week we received a response from Republican governors.  Their letter outlined key principles for
Medicaid reform. Some patterns are emerging when we hear from the people on the ground who have
the burden of administering the Medicaid programs.
First, governors want to design Medicaid solutions based on the needs, culture, and values of each
state. The governors also asked for accountable and transparent financing mechanisms, which might
include a block grant, that will save money for both federal and state taxpayers.
Governors want the freedom to make Medicaid more patient-centered, to streamline and simplify
eligibility processes, and to provide patients a choice about their coverage plans.  And finally, governors
need the flexibility to deal with the quality and spending challenges posed by long term care services
and with the dual eligible populations.



In the coming months, I look forward to working closely with the governors to develop specific
solutions.   We have a great deal of work to do to turn the governors’ principles into federal law, but we
are ready for the challenge.
            Furthermore, I look forward to continuing my work with the Heritage Foundation in developing
a sustainable Medicaid program that saves money and improves care. Democrats might turn a blind eye
to these efforts, but as we careen toward a full-blown debt crisis, we really have no other option.
Congress and the nation’s governors can — and we will — develop comprehensive and sustainable
Medicaid reform.  It is time to fix the Medicaid program. We owe it to taxpayers and to beneficiaries. 
And we owe it to future generations.
Abraham Lincoln understood that this country must constantly recommit itself to its founding principles
of liberty and equal rights.  Our national debt and entitlement programs are now a threat to both. 
Reforming Medicaid will be a solid down payment on broader conservative efforts to rein in the federal
government and restore our constitutional system of limited powers and sovereign states.
Thank you.

###

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Travis Brauer; Craig Perry
Subject: Fwd: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:38:12 AM

Can one of u get on this call and take notes? Specifically on te healthcare stuff.
Thank you!

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: July 8, 2012 19:26:10 CDT
To: Marie Sanderson >
Cc: Lindsay Russell >, Seth Levey

>, Dustin Huffman , Deborah
Hohlt < >, "Kinzel, Will" <Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov>,
"Swann, Lanier (McConnell)" <Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>,
"White, Brandi (McConnell)" <Brandi White@mcconnell.senate.gov>,
"lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov" <lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>
Subject: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call 

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/9 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->a)     <!--[endif]-->EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure
Policy Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information
to come.

 
REGISTER TODAY: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell will announce on Monday the Governor’s K-12 Education
Reform Summit: Investing in Students Today, Creating the
Workforce of Tomorrow to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond,



Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are invited to
attend. Registration and accommodations with be complimentary for
two senior education advisors per state, additionally funds will be
available to aid in travel expenses. For further information, please
contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event registration is
available, here.  

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->b)     <!--[endif]-->Healthcare Communication-

Messaging heading into NGA. RGPPC will be providing talking points
like we did for Winter Meeting. PPACA SCOTUS Letter to President
as discussed on the governors’ only call to be forwarded this week. 
Please help us update your state PPACA cost estimates on the
attached document: 2012-05-05 Cost to States.  Please email
Lindsay: LRussell@rgppc.org.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->c)       <!--[endif]-->HHS Notice for an

Establishment Grant under their latest Funding Opportunity
Announcement that the deadline – August 15, 2012 –FAQs for this
Announcement:  http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/factsheets/hie-est-
grant-faq-06292012.html. Some states are curious regarding which
states are applying.    
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->d)     <!--[endif]-->Subcommittee updates: 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.       <!--[endif]-->Energy and
Environment: Report is being finalized. Final phase of edits
being conducted. Launch date TBD

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.       <!--[endif]-->Healthcare: Draft is
being updated per Scottsdale meeting.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3.       <!--[endif]-->Education/Workforce:.
Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->4.       <!--[endif]-->Jobs/Econ
Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared
by the committee. Economic Development and Infrastructure
Symposium Sept 23-24

<!--[if !supportLists]-->5.       <!--[endif]-->Federalism: To resume
late summer

<!--[if !supportLists]-->6.       <!--[endif]--
>Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension
and tax reform.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->e)     <!--[endif]-->Senator Lieberman’s Cyber

Security Bill:  Sean Miles (Fl) (see attachment)



 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->f)      <!--[endif]-->Please Complete Surveys

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.       <!--[endif]-->PPACA and

healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House
report indicating that some R states, which are moving
forward with some form of a healthcare exchange, are
endorsing Obamacare. Survey is meant for data
collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.       <!--[endif]-->Energy and
Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office
on the most burdensome regs and House Natural
Resources on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for data
collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
FYI- See a summary where each states stands pasted below—RGPPC
did not author this update.
FYI- See attachment from the Congressional Research Service on
Healthcare Exchanges
 
 
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/07/05/Where-each-state-stands-of-
the-Medicaid-expansion

WHERE EACH STATE STANDS
ON ACA'S MEDICAID
EXPANSION



A roundup of what each state's leadership has said about their
Medicaid plans

July 05, 2012

Last updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.

The Supreme Court's ruling on the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) allows states to opt out of the law's Medicaid
expansion, leaving each state's decision to participate in the
hands of the nation's governors and state leaders.

Based on lawmakers' statements, press releases, and media
coverage, the Daily Briefing and American Health Line
editorial teams have rounded up where each state currently
stands on the expansion.

Learn more about the Court's ruling,
discuss takeaways with our experts, and model
the impact on your organization.

The following information was last updated on July 5 at 10:30
a.m. ET. We will continue to update this map and list as more
information becomes available. Send us news, tips, and
feedback by commenting below or emailing
dailybriefing@advisory.com.



 *Italics indicate a state's participation in the multistate
lawsuit against ACA

Will not participate (5 states)

Florida: Gov. Rick Scott (R) said, “Florida will opt out
of spending approximately $1.9 billion more taxpayer
dollars required to implement a massive entitlement
expansion of the Medicaid program.” In addition, the
governor said the state will not establish an insurance
exchange (Pear, New York Times, 7/2).
Louisiana: In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,”
Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) said, “Every governor’s got two
critical decisions to make. One is do we set up these
exchanges. And, secondly, do we expand Medicaid. And,
no, in Louisiana, we’re not doing either one of those
things” (Barrow, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 7/2).
Mississippi: Gov. Phil Bryant (R) does not plan to
participate in the Medicaid expansion, according to
Bryant spokesperson Mick Bullock, Bloomberg reports
(Niquette/Wayne, Bloomberg, 7/5).
South Carolina: Gov. Nikki Haley (R) on Sunday



announced via Facebook that South Carolina “will NOT
expand Medicaid, or participate in any health exchanges”
(Hawkins, TheDigitalCharleston, 7/2; Dudley,
Charleston Post and Courier, 6/29).
Wisconsin: Gov. Scott Walker (R) issued a statement
following Thursday’s ruling saying that “Wisconsin will
not take any action to implement ObamaCare” (Office of
Gov. Walker release, 6/28; Radnofsky et al., Wall Street
Journal, 7/2).

Leaning toward not participating (6 states)

Iowa: Gov. Terry Branstad (R) announced at a Des
Moines news conference that while his staff is still
assessing the Supreme Court ruling on theACA, he
expects to forgo the federal funding that would allow an
estimated 150,000 low-income Iowans to enroll in the
state Medicaid program. Branstad said, “Here’s the
problem: The federal government has done this again
and again: ‘Buy into our program, and we’re going to do
all these things for you,’ and then it doesn’t happen, and
then the taxpayers of the state get stuck with it,”
Branstad said on Monday (Totland, Washington Times,
7/2; Wiser, Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier, 7/3).
Missouri: Moments after the ruling, Republican leaders
in Missouri “closed the door... on expanding Medicaid
eligibility,” the Associated Press reports. Republican Lt.
Gov. Peter Kinder said the Medicaid expansion would be
“a break-the-bank provision for the state of Missouri.”
House Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey (R), said, “I
just don’t see any way we will be expanding Medicaid at
the expense of things like education and public safety.”
By rejecting Medicaid expansion the state would be
“turning down an estimated $8.4 billion windfall from
the federal government” but could save up to “$431
million of its own” (Blank, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28; Crisp, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 7/1).
Nebraska: Gov. Dave Heineman (R) on June 28
pledged to block any effort to expanded Nebraska’s
Medicaid program, telling reporters that an expansion



would remove money from other priorities or require a
tax increase, AP/BloombergBusinessweek reports. In a
statement on his website, Heineman said, “As I have said
repeatedly, if this unfunded Medicaid expansion is
implemented, state aid to education and funding for the
University of Nebraska will be cut or taxes will be
increased. If some state senators want to increase taxes
or cut education funding, I will oppose them.” However,
the governor noted that the Supreme Court’s decision on
Medicaid was unexpected, adding, “Again, I want to
emphasize that reviewing this decision in a detailed,
thoughtful and responsible manner will take time before
a complete determination can be made on what this
ruling means for Nebraska” (Schulte,
AP/BloombergBusinessWeek, 6/29; Heineman
statement, 6/28).
Nevada:  After the Supreme Court ruling, Gov. Brian
Sandoval (R) said the impact of the decision on was not
immediately clear but indicated that he is leaning toward
not expanding the state’s Medicaid program. Sandoval’s
press secretary, Mary-Sarah Kinner, said in a statement,
“The governor does not intend to automatically accept
the Medicaid expansion” (Haynes et al., Las Vegas
Review-Journal, 6/28).
New Jersey: on Fox News’ “Fox and Friends” on July 3,
Gov. Chris Christie (R) said he is leaning toward not
accepting federal funding to expand the state’s Medicaid
program. He noted, “Medicaid is pretty well expanded in
our state already because of the legacy of previous
Democratic governors. So I don’t know if there’s a lot
more to do in New Jersey in that regard” (“Fox News
Insider,” Fox News, 7/3; San Francisco Chronicle, 7/3;
Friedman, Newark Star-Ledger, 7/3).
Texas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Lucy Nashed—deputy press secretary for
Gov. Rick Perry (R)—said Perry will be working with
Attorney General Greg Abbott (R) "and appropriate state
agencies to determine the impact of the Supreme Court
decision on the state of Texas," adding that "the governor



has previously made clear, he has no interest in fast
tracking any portion of this bankrupting and
overreaching legislation. We will continue to call for the
full repeal of the bill" (Nashed email, 7/5). [updated on
July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]

Leaning toward participating (3 states)

Arkansas: Gov. Mike Beebe (D) said he is inclined to
proceed with Medicaid expansion for his state given the
“opportunity to pay for it with taxes that are coming
from … the federal government,” he said at a news
conference in Washington, D.C. “I don’t want to send
[tax money] to Massachusetts or California and ignore
our own people,” he added (Lyon, Arkansas News, 7/2).
Oregon: Gov. John Kitzhaber (D) said he is confident
that the Oregon legislature will approve a state Medicaid
expansion, and State Sen. Alan Bates (D) has expressed
similar confidence, the Associated Press reports. In an
interview last week, Kitzhaber said, “We’ll make a
decision on whether or not to expand the Medicaid
program really based on, I think, the resources we have
available in the general fund for that purpose going
forward” (Budnick, The Oregonian, 7/3; Wong,
Statesman Journal, 6/28; Cooper, AP/Real Clear
Politics, 6/28).
Rhode Island: In statement on his website, Gov.
Lincoln Chaffee (I) said, “I have fully committed to
ensuring Rhode Island is a national leader in
implementing health reform whatever the Supreme Court
decision, and this just reinforces that commitment.”
According to Steven Costantino, the state’s secretary of
health and human services, “The expansion is easy to do
and makes sense” (Chaffee statement, 6/28; Radnofsky
et al., Wall Street Journal, 7/2).

Participating (10 states and District of Columbia)

California: California got a head start on expanding its
Medicaid program in November 2010, shortly after



Obama signed the Affordable Care Act into law. After the
high court’s ruling, Gov. Jerry Brown (D) issued a
statement, “Today’s dramatic Supreme Court ruling
removes the last roadblock to fulfilling President
Obama’s historic plan to bring health care to millions of
uninsured citizens.” Duane Dauner, president of the
California Hospital Association, said in separate
statement that he expects “California will comply with
the Medicaid expansion in the law, even though it will
increase the state’s costs in future years” (Office of Gov.
Brown release, 6/28; California Hospital Association
release, 7/3).
Connecticut: Gov. Dannel Malloy (D) was among the
first to sign his state up for Medicaid expansion when
Obama signed the law in 2010. Following the Supreme
Court’s ruling preserving the legislation, he responded,
“it’s great … [and a] very important decision for the
people of Connecticut. 500,000 people would have lost
coverage if Republicans had their way” (Davis, WTNH,
7/28).
Delaware: Gov. Jack Markell—chair of the Democratic
Governors Association—said in a statement, “The
Supreme Court’s ruling enables Delaware to continue to
implement provisions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act to provide access to health care
benefits for Delawareans,” adding, “On the Medicaid
front, Delaware already voluntarily expanded the state’s
Medicaid coverage program in 1996 to cover many
Delawareans not previously covered” (Office of Gov.
Markell release, 6/28).
District of Columbia: “The District is not at risk of
losing any Medicaid funding as a result of this ruling,
because District officials have already begun
implementation of the ACA’s Medicaid-expansion
provisions and will continue to implement the
expansion,” according to a statement from the office of
D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray (D) (Executive Office of the
Mayor release, 6/28).
Hawaii: Gov. Neil Abercrombie (D) said in a statement



after the ruling, “The Affordable Care Act is our ally” in
the effort to “support a healthcare system that ensures
high quality, safety and sustainable costs.” Pat
McManaman, the state’s director of the Department of
Human Services, said starting next month Hawaii’s
Medicaid eligibility requirements will be in line with
federal guidelines under the overhaul, meaning an
additional 24,000 people will be eligible for the program
by 2014 (Office of Gov. Abercrombie release, 6/28;
Garcia, AP/CBS News, 6/29).
Illinois: Gov. Pat Quinn (D) on Thursday praised the
court’s decision and said he “will continue to work with
President Obama to help working families get the
healthcare coverage they need,” including expanding
Medicaid (Office of the Governor release, 6/28;
Thomason, Rock River Times, 7/3).
Maryland: Gov. Martin O’Malley (D) in a statement
said the Supreme Court’s decision “gives considerable
momentum to our health care reform efforts here in
Maryland,” adding that the state will move forward to
implement the overhaul (Office of the Governor release,
6/28).
Massachusetts: Gov. Deval Patrick (D) said
Massachusetts is “an early expansion state as you know
and we’re expecting further resources from federal
government to sustain the experiment here in
Massachusetts.” Patrick said the ruling is “good news for
us” Patrick said (Walker, YNN, 6/28).
Minnesota: “Today’s ruling will be met with relief by
the Minnesotans whose lives have already been improved
by this law,” Gov. Mark Dayton (D) said in a statement
on Thursday. Dayton in 2011 used federal money to
expand Medicaid early to 84,000 adults with annual
incomes below $8,400 (Lohn, AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Vermont: Gov. Peter Shumlin (D) said Vermont’s
Medicaid program already meets the requirements under
the health reform law’s Medicaid expansion, WCAX
reports (Steimle, WCAX, 7/1).



Washington: Gov. Chris Gregoire (D) "supports the
Medicaid expansion—and Washington will move
forward," Karina Shagren—a deputy communications
director in Gregoire’s  administration—said in an email
to American Health Line (Shagren email, 7/5). [updated
on July 5 at 1:35 p.m.]

Undecided/no comment (26 states)

Alabama: As of June 29, Gov. Robert Bentley (R) had
not decided whether Alabama will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion, according to Jennifer Ardis,
Bentley’s press secretary, AP/CBS News reports. In a
statement on his website, Bentley said, “I am deeply
disappointed by today’s Supreme Court decision,” but he
did not address the court’s ruling on the Medicaid
expansion (AP/CBS News, 6/29; Bentley statement,
6/28).
Alaska: As of Tuesday, Gov. Sean Parnell (R) has not
made a statement regarding Alaska’s intent to participate
in the Medicaid expansion, only saying in a release that
“now with no penalty we need to rethink what we’re
going to do with Medicaid” and the “expansion costs that
are mandated” (Office of Gov. Parnell release, 6/28;
Coyne, Alaska Dispatch, 7/1).
Arizona: Gov. Jan Brewer (R) in a statement following
the Supreme Court ruling repeated her call for the entire
law to be repealed but did not directly address the
expansion. House Speaker Andy Tobin (R), however,
said budgetary issues in the state and a conservative
political climate will make expanding Medicaid difficult.
“We’re going to have to sit down and weigh carefully
what is reasonable to expect of our political leaders,” he
said. “I don’t see us going along with the expansion if it’s
not mandated,” Tobin added. “It’s an ever-expanding
cost, so it continues to put pressure on the state budget
when we’re barely recovering as it is” (Brewer statement,
6/28; Reinhart, Arizona Central, 6/28; Young,
Huffington Post, 7/2).
Colorado: Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) at a press



conference on June 28 gave only a lukewarm nod to the
Medicaid expansion. He said, “Well, we’ll see. We’re
certainly looking at that. We’re probably a little bit
premature, but we’re certainly looking at it and trying to
figure out a way we can do that and still live within our
means” (McCrimmon, Health Policy Solutions, 7/2;
AP/CBS’ “Moneywatch,” 6/29).
Georgia: As of July 2, Gov. Nathan Deal (R) had not yet
decided whether Georgia would opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Chattanooga Times Free Press reports.
Over 10 years, the expansion is projected to cost Georgia
about $4.5 billion, “money we don’t have,” Deal
spokesperson Brian Robinson said (Sher, Chattanooga
Times Free Press, 7/2).
Idaho: Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter (R) this week did not
indicate his preference on whether Idaho would widen
Medicaid coverage (AP/KTVB, 7/1; Messick, StateImpact
Idaho, 6/29).
Indiana:  In a press release Gov. Mitch Daniels (R)
said, “Any decision to expand Medicaid in 2014 is
entirely the province of the next General Assembly and
governor.” On Thursday Daniels told reporters “If it’s
optional as I’m advised that it is, that’ll be a decision for
future legislators to make” (Office of Gov. Daniels
release, 6/29; AP/Lafayette Journal and Courier, 7/2;
“Moneywatch,” AP/CBS News, 6/29; Wilson, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Kansas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Sherriene Jones-Sontag—communications
director and press secretary for Gov. Sam Brownback (R)
—said Brownback believes "this is now a political issue
that will be resolved by the American people in the
November elections" and "he will wait until after the
November elections before making any decisions related
to ObamaCare." [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]
Kentucky: Gov. Steve Beshear (D) on June 28 said, “We
continue to review the Supreme Court’s opinion,
particularly on the Medicaid portion of the Affordable
Care Act to determine what our options may be.” He also



noted that he soon would issue an executive order to
create a health insurance exchange (Office of Gov.
Beshear release, 6/28; AP/Evansville Courier & Press,
6/28).
Maine: Gov. Paul LePage (R) said in a statement on
June 28, “It is a sad day, and it is now up to the
American people to demand full repeal of Obamacare.”
The governor did not directly address the Medicaid
expansion in his statement. The state Legislature and
LePage approved reductions in Medicaid spending earlier
this year, and Maine Department of Health and Human
Services Commissioner Mary Mayhew said the state “will
follow federal procedures and submit state plan
amendments within the coming weeks that will outline
the Medicaid reductions that were enacted by the Maine
Legislature” (Office of Gov. LePage release, 6/28; Farwel,
Bangor Daily News/Lewiston Sun Journal, 6/29). <li
class="MsoNormal" style="mso-margin-top-alt:auto;mso-margin-bottom-
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Travis Brauer; Craig Perry
Subject: Fwd: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:46:53 AM
Attachments: S 2105 Lieberman bil1.docx

ATT00001.htm
2012-07-05 Cost to states.docx
ATT00002.htm
2010-02-07 Letter from CRS re Exchanges Grants.pdf
ATT00003.htm

Can one of u get on this call and take notes? Specifically on te healthcare stuff.
Thank you!

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson < >
Date: July 8, 2012 19:26:10 CDT
To: Marie Sanderson < >
Cc: Lindsay Russell >, Seth Levey
< >, Dustin Huffman < >, Deborah
Hohlt < >, "Kinzel, Will" <Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov>,
"Swann, Lanier (McConnell)" <Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>,
"White, Brandi (McConnell)" <Brandi_White@mcconnell.senate.gov>,
"lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov" <lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>
Subject: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call 

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/9 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->a)     <!--[endif]-->EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure
Policy Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information
to come.

 



REGISTER TODAY: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell will announce on Monday the Governor’s K-12 Education
Reform Summit: Investing in Students Today, Creating the
Workforce of Tomorrow to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond,
Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are invited to
attend. Registration and accommodations with be complimentary for
two senior education advisors per state, additionally funds will be
available to aid in travel expenses. For further information, please
contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event registration is
available, here.  

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->b)     <!--[endif]-->Healthcare Communication-

Messaging heading into NGA. RGPPC will be providing talking points
like we did for Winter Meeting. PPACA SCOTUS Letter to President
as discussed on the governors’ only call to be forwarded this week. 
Please help us update your state PPACA cost estimates on the
attached document: 2012-05-05 Cost to States.  Please email
Lindsay: LRussell@rgppc.org.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->c)       <!--[endif]-->HHS Notice for an

Establishment Grant under their latest Funding Opportunity
Announcement that the deadline – August 15, 2012 –FAQs for this
Announcement:  http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/factsheets/hie-est-
grant-faq-06292012.html. Some states are curious regarding which
states are applying.    
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->d)     <!--[endif]-->Subcommittee updates: 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.       <!--[endif]-->Energy and
Environment: Report is being finalized. Final phase of edits
being conducted. Launch date TBD

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.       <!--[endif]-->Healthcare: Draft is
being updated per Scottsdale meeting.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3.       <!--[endif]-->Education/Workforce:.
Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->4.       <!--[endif]-->Jobs/Econ
Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared
by the committee. Economic Development and Infrastructure
Symposium Sept 23-24

<!--[if !supportLists]-->5.       <!--[endif]-->Federalism: To resume
late summer

<!--[if !supportLists]-->6.       <!--[endif]--
>Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension



and tax reform.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->e)     <!--[endif]-->Senator Lieberman’s Cyber
Security Bill:  Sean Miles (Fl) (see attachment)

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->f)      <!--[endif]-->Please Complete Surveys

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.       <!--[endif]-->PPACA and

healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House
report indicating that some R states, which are moving
forward with some form of a healthcare exchange, are
endorsing Obamacare. Survey is meant for data
collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.       <!--[endif]-->Energy and
Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office
on the most burdensome regs and House Natural
Resources on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for data
collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
FYI- See a summary where each states stands pasted below—RGPPC
did not author this update.
FYI- See attachment from the Congressional Research Service on
Healthcare Exchanges
 
 
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/07/05/Where-each-state-stands-of-
the-Medicaid-expansion

WHERE EACH STATE STANDS



ON ACA'S MEDICAID
EXPANSION
A roundup of what each state's leadership has said about their
Medicaid plans

July 05, 2012

Last updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.

The Supreme Court's ruling on the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) allows states to opt out of the law's Medicaid
expansion, leaving each state's decision to participate in the
hands of the nation's governors and state leaders.

Based on lawmakers' statements, press releases, and media
coverage, the Daily Briefing and American Health Line
editorial teams have rounded up where each state currently
stands on the expansion.

Learn more about the Court's ruling,
discuss takeaways with our experts, and model
the impact on your organization.

The following information was last updated on July 5 at 10:30
a.m. ET. We will continue to update this map and list as more
information becomes available. Send us news, tips, and
feedback by commenting below or emailing
dailybriefing@advisory.com.



 *Italics indicate a state's participation in the multistate
lawsuit against ACA

Will not participate (5 states)

Florida: Gov. Rick Scott (R) said, “Florida will opt out
of spending approximately $1.9 billion more taxpayer
dollars required to implement a massive entitlement
expansion of the Medicaid program.” In addition, the
governor said the state will not establish an insurance
exchange (Pear, New York Times, 7/2).
Louisiana: In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,”
Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) said, “Every governor’s got two
critical decisions to make. One is do we set up these
exchanges. And, secondly, do we expand Medicaid. And,
no, in Louisiana, we’re not doing either one of those
things” (Barrow, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 7/2).
Mississippi: Gov. Phil Bryant (R) does not plan to
participate in the Medicaid expansion, according to
Bryant spokesperson Mick Bullock, Bloomberg reports
(Niquette/Wayne, Bloomberg, 7/5).
South Carolina: Gov. Nikki Haley (R) on Sunday



announced via Facebook that South Carolina “will NOT
expand Medicaid, or participate in any health exchanges”
(Hawkins, TheDigitalCharleston, 7/2; Dudley,
Charleston Post and Courier, 6/29).
Wisconsin: Gov. Scott Walker (R) issued a statement
following Thursday’s ruling saying that “Wisconsin will
not take any action to implement ObamaCare” (Office of
Gov. Walker release, 6/28; Radnofsky et al., Wall Street
Journal, 7/2).

Leaning toward not participating (6 states)

Iowa: Gov. Terry Branstad (R) announced at a Des
Moines news conference that while his staff is still
assessing the Supreme Court ruling on theACA, he
expects to forgo the federal funding that would allow an
estimated 150,000 low-income Iowans to enroll in the
state Medicaid program. Branstad said, “Here’s the
problem: The federal government has done this again
and again: ‘Buy into our program, and we’re going to do
all these things for you,’ and then it doesn’t happen, and
then the taxpayers of the state get stuck with it,”
Branstad said on Monday (Totland, Washington Times,
7/2; Wiser, Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier, 7/3).
Missouri: Moments after the ruling, Republican leaders
in Missouri “closed the door... on expanding Medicaid
eligibility,” the Associated Press reports. Republican Lt.
Gov. Peter Kinder said the Medicaid expansion would be
“a break-the-bank provision for the state of Missouri.”
House Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey (R), said, “I
just don’t see any way we will be expanding Medicaid at
the expense of things like education and public safety.”
By rejecting Medicaid expansion the state would be
“turning down an estimated $8.4 billion windfall from
the federal government” but could save up to “$431
million of its own” (Blank, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28; Crisp, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 7/1).
Nebraska: Gov. Dave Heineman (R) on June 28
pledged to block any effort to expanded Nebraska’s
Medicaid program, telling reporters that an expansion



would remove money from other priorities or require a
tax increase, AP/BloombergBusinessweek reports. In a
statement on his website, Heineman said, “As I have said
repeatedly, if this unfunded Medicaid expansion is
implemented, state aid to education and funding for the
University of Nebraska will be cut or taxes will be
increased. If some state senators want to increase taxes
or cut education funding, I will oppose them.” However,
the governor noted that the Supreme Court’s decision on
Medicaid was unexpected, adding, “Again, I want to
emphasize that reviewing this decision in a detailed,
thoughtful and responsible manner will take time before
a complete determination can be made on what this
ruling means for Nebraska” (Schulte,
AP/BloombergBusinessWeek, 6/29; Heineman
statement, 6/28).
Nevada:  After the Supreme Court ruling, Gov. Brian
Sandoval (R) said the impact of the decision on was not
immediately clear but indicated that he is leaning toward
not expanding the state’s Medicaid program. Sandoval’s
press secretary, Mary-Sarah Kinner, said in a statement,
“The governor does not intend to automatically accept
the Medicaid expansion” (Haynes et al., Las Vegas
Review-Journal, 6/28).
New Jersey: on Fox News’ “Fox and Friends” on July 3,
Gov. Chris Christie (R) said he is leaning toward not
accepting federal funding to expand the state’s Medicaid
program. He noted, “Medicaid is pretty well expanded in
our state already because of the legacy of previous
Democratic governors. So I don’t know if there’s a lot
more to do in New Jersey in that regard” (“Fox News
Insider,” Fox News, 7/3; San Francisco Chronicle, 7/3;
Friedman, Newark Star-Ledger, 7/3).
Texas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Lucy Nashed—deputy press secretary for
Gov. Rick Perry (R)—said Perry will be working with
Attorney General Greg Abbott (R) "and appropriate state
agencies to determine the impact of the Supreme Court
decision on the state of Texas," adding that "the governor



has previously made clear, he has no interest in fast
tracking any portion of this bankrupting and
overreaching legislation. We will continue to call for the
full repeal of the bill" (Nashed email, 7/5). [updated on
July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]

Leaning toward participating (3 states)

Arkansas: Gov. Mike Beebe (D) said he is inclined to
proceed with Medicaid expansion for his state given the
“opportunity to pay for it with taxes that are coming
from … the federal government,” he said at a news
conference in Washington, D.C. “I don’t want to send
[tax money] to Massachusetts or California and ignore
our own people,” he added (Lyon, Arkansas News, 7/2).
Oregon: Gov. John Kitzhaber (D) said he is confident
that the Oregon legislature will approve a state Medicaid
expansion, and State Sen. Alan Bates (D) has expressed
similar confidence, the Associated Press reports. In an
interview last week, Kitzhaber said, “We’ll make a
decision on whether or not to expand the Medicaid
program really based on, I think, the resources we have
available in the general fund for that purpose going
forward” (Budnick, The Oregonian, 7/3; Wong,
Statesman Journal, 6/28; Cooper, AP/Real Clear
Politics, 6/28).
Rhode Island: In statement on his website, Gov.
Lincoln Chaffee (I) said, “I have fully committed to
ensuring Rhode Island is a national leader in
implementing health reform whatever the Supreme Court
decision, and this just reinforces that commitment.”
According to Steven Costantino, the state’s secretary of
health and human services, “The expansion is easy to do
and makes sense” (Chaffee statement, 6/28; Radnofsky
et al., Wall Street Journal, 7/2).

Participating (10 states and District of Columbia)

California: California got a head start on expanding its
Medicaid program in November 2010, shortly after



Obama signed the Affordable Care Act into law. After the
high court’s ruling, Gov. Jerry Brown (D) issued a
statement, “Today’s dramatic Supreme Court ruling
removes the last roadblock to fulfilling President
Obama’s historic plan to bring health care to millions of
uninsured citizens.” Duane Dauner, president of the
California Hospital Association, said in separate
statement that he expects “California will comply with
the Medicaid expansion in the law, even though it will
increase the state’s costs in future years” (Office of Gov.
Brown release, 6/28; California Hospital Association
release, 7/3).
Connecticut: Gov. Dannel Malloy (D) was among the
first to sign his state up for Medicaid expansion when
Obama signed the law in 2010. Following the Supreme
Court’s ruling preserving the legislation, he responded,
“it’s great … [and a] very important decision for the
people of Connecticut. 500,000 people would have lost
coverage if Republicans had their way” (Davis, WTNH,
7/28).
Delaware: Gov. Jack Markell—chair of the Democratic
Governors Association—said in a statement, “The
Supreme Court’s ruling enables Delaware to continue to
implement provisions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act to provide access to health care
benefits for Delawareans,” adding, “On the Medicaid
front, Delaware already voluntarily expanded the state’s
Medicaid coverage program in 1996 to cover many
Delawareans not previously covered” (Office of Gov.
Markell release, 6/28).
District of Columbia: “The District is not at risk of
losing any Medicaid funding as a result of this ruling,
because District officials have already begun
implementation of the ACA’s Medicaid-expansion
provisions and will continue to implement the
expansion,” according to a statement from the office of
D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray (D) (Executive Office of the
Mayor release, 6/28).
Hawaii: Gov. Neil Abercrombie (D) said in a statement



after the ruling, “The Affordable Care Act is our ally” in
the effort to “support a healthcare system that ensures
high quality, safety and sustainable costs.” Pat
McManaman, the state’s director of the Department of
Human Services, said starting next month Hawaii’s
Medicaid eligibility requirements will be in line with
federal guidelines under the overhaul, meaning an
additional 24,000 people will be eligible for the program
by 2014 (Office of Gov. Abercrombie release, 6/28;
Garcia, AP/CBS News, 6/29).
Illinois: Gov. Pat Quinn (D) on Thursday praised the
court’s decision and said he “will continue to work with
President Obama to help working families get the
healthcare coverage they need,” including expanding
Medicaid (Office of the Governor release, 6/28;
Thomason, Rock River Times, 7/3).
Maryland: Gov. Martin O’Malley (D) in a statement
said the Supreme Court’s decision “gives considerable
momentum to our health care reform efforts here in
Maryland,” adding that the state will move forward to
implement the overhaul (Office of the Governor release,
6/28).
Massachusetts: Gov. Deval Patrick (D) said
Massachusetts is “an early expansion state as you know
and we’re expecting further resources from federal
government to sustain the experiment here in
Massachusetts.” Patrick said the ruling is “good news for
us” Patrick said (Walker, YNN, 6/28).
Minnesota: “Today’s ruling will be met with relief by
the Minnesotans whose lives have already been improved
by this law,” Gov. Mark Dayton (D) said in a statement
on Thursday. Dayton in 2011 used federal money to
expand Medicaid early to 84,000 adults with annual
incomes below $8,400 (Lohn, AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Vermont: Gov. Peter Shumlin (D) said Vermont’s
Medicaid program already meets the requirements under
the health reform law’s Medicaid expansion, WCAX
reports (Steimle, WCAX, 7/1).



Washington: Gov. Chris Gregoire (D) "supports the
Medicaid expansion—and Washington will move
forward," Karina Shagren—a deputy communications
director in Gregoire’s  administration—said in an email
to American Health Line (Shagren email, 7/5). [updated
on July 5 at 1:35 p.m.]

Undecided/no comment (26 states)

Alabama: As of June 29, Gov. Robert Bentley (R) had
not decided whether Alabama will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion, according to Jennifer Ardis,
Bentley’s press secretary, AP/CBS News reports. In a
statement on his website, Bentley said, “I am deeply
disappointed by today’s Supreme Court decision,” but he
did not address the court’s ruling on the Medicaid
expansion (AP/CBS News, 6/29; Bentley statement,
6/28).
Alaska: As of Tuesday, Gov. Sean Parnell (R) has not
made a statement regarding Alaska’s intent to participate
in the Medicaid expansion, only saying in a release that
“now with no penalty we need to rethink what we’re
going to do with Medicaid” and the “expansion costs that
are mandated” (Office of Gov. Parnell release, 6/28;
Coyne, Alaska Dispatch, 7/1).
Arizona: Gov. Jan Brewer (R) in a statement following
the Supreme Court ruling repeated her call for the entire
law to be repealed but did not directly address the
expansion. House Speaker Andy Tobin (R), however,
said budgetary issues in the state and a conservative
political climate will make expanding Medicaid difficult.
“We’re going to have to sit down and weigh carefully
what is reasonable to expect of our political leaders,” he
said. “I don’t see us going along with the expansion if it’s
not mandated,” Tobin added. “It’s an ever-expanding
cost, so it continues to put pressure on the state budget
when we’re barely recovering as it is” (Brewer statement,
6/28; Reinhart, Arizona Central, 6/28; Young,
Huffington Post, 7/2).
Colorado: Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) at a press



conference on June 28 gave only a lukewarm nod to the
Medicaid expansion. He said, “Well, we’ll see. We’re
certainly looking at that. We’re probably a little bit
premature, but we’re certainly looking at it and trying to
figure out a way we can do that and still live within our
means” (McCrimmon, Health Policy Solutions, 7/2;
AP/CBS’ “Moneywatch,” 6/29).
Georgia: As of July 2, Gov. Nathan Deal (R) had not yet
decided whether Georgia would opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Chattanooga Times Free Press reports.
Over 10 years, the expansion is projected to cost Georgia
about $4.5 billion, “money we don’t have,” Deal
spokesperson Brian Robinson said (Sher, Chattanooga
Times Free Press, 7/2).
Idaho: Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter (R) this week did not
indicate his preference on whether Idaho would widen
Medicaid coverage (AP/KTVB, 7/1; Messick, StateImpact
Idaho, 6/29).
Indiana:  In a press release Gov. Mitch Daniels (R)
said, “Any decision to expand Medicaid in 2014 is
entirely the province of the next General Assembly and
governor.” On Thursday Daniels told reporters “If it’s
optional as I’m advised that it is, that’ll be a decision for
future legislators to make” (Office of Gov. Daniels
release, 6/29; AP/Lafayette Journal and Courier, 7/2;
“Moneywatch,” AP/CBS News, 6/29; Wilson, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Kansas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Sherriene Jones-Sontag—communications
director and press secretary for Gov. Sam Brownback (R)
—said Brownback believes "this is now a political issue
that will be resolved by the American people in the
November elections" and "he will wait until after the
November elections before making any decisions related
to ObamaCare." [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]
Kentucky: Gov. Steve Beshear (D) on June 28 said, “We
continue to review the Supreme Court’s opinion,
particularly on the Medicaid portion of the Affordable
Care Act to determine what our options may be.” He also



noted that he soon would issue an executive order to
create a health insurance exchange (Office of Gov.
Beshear release, 6/28; AP/Evansville Courier & Press,
6/28).
Maine: Gov. Paul LePage (R) said in a statement on
June 28, “It is a sad day, and it is now up to the
American people to demand full repeal of Obamacare.”
The governor did not directly address the Medicaid
expansion in his statement. The state Legislature and
LePage approved reductions in Medicaid spending earlier
this year, and Maine Department of Health and Human
Services Commissioner Mary Mayhew said the state “will
follow federal procedures and submit state plan
amendments within the coming weeks that will outline
the Medicaid reductions that were enacted by the Maine
Legislature” (Office of Gov. LePage release, 6/28; Farwel,
Bangor Daily News/Lewiston Sun Journal, 6/29).
Michigan: As of July 1, Gov. Rick Snyder (R) had not
decided to whether Michigan will opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Lansing State Journal reports. Snyder
spokesperson Sara Wurfel said the administration wants
to examine the cost of the expansion to assess the “best
course of action” for the state. Meanwhile, Republican
lawmakers, who control both chambers of the state
legislature, have not committed to the expansion (Davis,
Lansing State Journal, 7/1).
Montana: Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer (D), through
a spokeswoman, declined to comment on the court’s
decision. Schweitzer expressed deep reservations about
the Medicaid expansion and effect on Montana’s budget.
“Here’s what I know,” Schweitzer in February 2011 said,
“that unless we challenge the underlying costs of health
care … it will bankrupt the states because there’s no way
of decreasing the cost of health care under the current
system” (Dennison, Gazette State Bureau, 6/28; Drake,
Montana Watchdog, 7/2).
New Hampshire: As of July 1, Gov. John Lynch (D)—
who in the past has voiced concern over how the
government would pay for the Medicaid expansion—had



made no statement on whether New Hampshire would
opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the Nashua
Telegraph reports. In a June 28 statement on his
website, Lynch noted that the state has “been preparing
to implement the Affordable Care Act and will continue
doing so in a way that best fits New Hampshire”
(Landrigan, Nashua Telegraph, 7/1; Lynch statement,
6/28).
New Mexico: Gov. Susana Martinez (R) has not
decided whether the state will expand Medicaid,
according to spokesperson Scott Darnell. He said, “The
governor is reviewing today’s Supreme Court decision
and will proceed in a manner that best protects the safety
net for the most vulnerable New Mexicans in a
responsible and sustainable manner” (Massey, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
New York: As of July 2, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) had
not made a statement on whether New York would
participate in the Medicaid expansion. In a release last
week, the governor said, “I am pleased the Supreme
Court upheld this law,” adding that he looked forward to
working with the “Obama administration to ensure
accessible, quality care for all New Yorkers (Office of
Gov. Cuomo release, 6/28; The Journal News, 6/29;
Caruso, San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
North Carolina: As of July 3, Gov. Beverly Perdue (D)
had not made any public statement about her state’s
participation in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s decision,
Perdue said she is “committed to continuing to move
forward … to ensure that all North Carolinians have
affordable, reliable health coverage.” Meanwhile, a
spokesperson for Perdue said the governor has been in
contact with HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius about the
Medicaid expansion and will review the Supreme Court’s
ruling to determine how it might affect North Carolina
(Office of Gov. Perdue release, 6/28; Dalesio, CBS News,
6/28; Jarvis/Bonner, Winston-Salem Journal, 6/29).
North Dakota: As of Tuesday, Gov. Jack Dalrymple (R)



had not made a statement about his state’s intent to
participate in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s ruling,
Dalrymple said the health reform law “is wrong for North
Dakota,” adding that its “citizens want the freedom to
make their own decisions about their health-care
coverage.” Dalrymple has said that his staff is analyzing
the court’s ruling, but it is unclear whether the state will
participate in the Medicaid (Office of Gov. Dalrymple
release, 6/28; MacPherson, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28).
Ohio: Gov. John Kasich (R) on Monday said he has not
decided whether his state will participate in the Medicaid
expansion and he does not plan to set a “deadline” to
make his decision. The head of the state’s Office of
Health Transformation also said the state must first
determine how to cover the additional Medicaid costs the
state would incur even if the state does not participate in
the expansion. In a statement on the Supreme Court’s
ruling, Kasich said, “We are very concerned that a
sudden, dramatic increase in Medicaid spending could
threaten Ohio’s ability to pursue needed reforms in other
areas” (Office of Gov. Kasich release, 6/28; Tribble,
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 7/2; Columbus Business First,
7/3; Candisky, Columbus Dispatch, 7/3).
Oklahoma: Gov. Mary Fallin (R) has not yet decided
whether Oklahoma will opt of the Medicaid expansion,
Tulsa World reports. Fallin said, “Certainly I am hoping
that we’ll elect a new president and we’ll be able to
change faces … in the (Democratic-controlled) U.S.
Senate that we can once and for all overturn the federal
health care bill” (McNutt, The Oklahoman, 6/29; Greene,
Tulsa World, 7/3; McGuigan, Tulsa Today, 7/2).
Pennsylvania: Gov. Tom Corbett (R) has not yet
announced whether Pennsylvania will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. He said in a statement, “I think we
can all agree there are Pennsylvanians who need our
help. However, expanding government bureaucracy,
government programs and government spending is not



the answer” (Office of the Gov. Corbett release, 6/28,
LoBasso, “PhillyNow,” Philadelphia Weekly, 7/3).
South Dakota: South Dakota: In an email responding
to a query by American Health Line, Joe Kafka—press
secretary in Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s (R) administration
—said Daugaard “has made no decision on [the]
Medicaid expansion, which will be costly for South
Dakota, and he won’t make any decision on it until after
the election” (Kafka email, 7/5). [updated on July 6 at
9:30 a.m.]
Tennessee: As of July 2, Gov. Bill Haslam (R) had not
yet decided whether Tennessee would opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. After the Supreme Court ruling,
Haslam told reporters, “We don’t really know what we’re
going to do … but the cost impact to the state is very
significant” (Sher, Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/2).
Utah: Gov. Gary Herbert (R) said is administration is
conducting a thorough legal and policy review of the
Supreme Court ruling, but he did not comment on
whether the state would expand its Medicaid program
(Stewart, Salt Lake Tribune, 6/29; AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Virginia: Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) has made statements
indicating that he is against the Medicaid expansion, but
has declined at this point to comment definitively on
whether Virginia will opt out of it. McDonnell said he
will review the state’s options in the upcoming weeks
(Martz, Richmond Times-Dispatch, 7/1; Millman,
Politico, 6/29).
West Virginia: Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) has not yet
announced whether West Virginia will proceed with the
Medicaid expansion. In a statement, Tomblin said, “We
know what the law is but as I’ve said before, I will
continue to do what is best for West Virginia… We’re
going to review the Supreme Court’s ruling, and work
with our federal delegation on how we move forward”
(Smith, AP/San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28; Office of
Gov. Tomblin statement, 6/28).
Wyoming: Gov. Matt Mead (R) in a statement said he



will study the Supreme Court’s ruling and the health
reform law more carefully before making any
implementation plans for Wyoming, but he believes “the
ACA is not a good fit” for the state (Office of Gov. Mead
release, 6/28; Wolfson, Billings Gazette, 6/28).
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ICYMI

From: Rep-Press, Finance (Finance)
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2011 12:04 PM
To: Lawless, Julia (Finance)
Subject: FINANCE COMMITTEE REPUBLICANS SUBMIT RECOMMENDATIONS TO DEFICIT REDUCTION
COMMITTEE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                             CONTACT:  Julia Lawless, Antonia Ferrier
October 14, 2011                                                                   (202) 224-4515

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPUBLICANS SUBMIT RECOMMENDATIONS TO DEFICIT REDUCTION
COMMITTEE

WASHINGTON – Today, a group of Republican members of the Senate Finance Committee submitted
recommendations to the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction (Joint Committee) for
consideration.  Under the Budget Control Act, congressional committees can submit recommendations to
the Joint Committee by October 14, 2011.  The Finance Committee has jurisdiction over all tax policy,
Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security, pensions, welfare and international trade.

In a letter to Joint Committee Co-Chairs Senator Patty Murray (D-Wash.) and Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R-
Texas) which accompanied the recommendations, the Senators wrote, “As members of the Senate’s
Committee on Finance, we are submitting our recommendations on tax, entitlement programs, and
trade policy that make meaningful contributions to deficit reduction.”

The recommendations were submitted by Finance Committee Ranking Member Orrin Hatch (R-Utah),
and Senators Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), Pat Roberts (R-Kansas), Mike Enzi (R-
Wyo.), John Cornyn (R-Texas), John Thune (R-S.D.), Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) and Richard Burr (R-N.C.).

The recommendations to the Joint Committee are as follows, and can be found HERE:

TAXATION: The Senators outline seven guiding principles and six specific proposals that comprehensive
tax reform should achieve:



·         The principles for reform include economic growth, fairness, simplicity, revenue neutrality,
permanence, competitiveness, and savings and investment.

·         The specific proposals include an income tax rate for individuals and corporations that is no
higher than 25 percent; repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and its tax
increases; full repeal of the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT); the adoption of a territorial tax system as
an anchor for corporate tax reform; small business income should only be subject to a single level of
tax; and the Joint Committee on Taxation (JCT) should include macroeconomic feedback effects in its
revenue estimates of any tax overhaul.  

HEALTH CARE AND WELFARE:  The Senators outline the challenges facing Medicare, Medicaid, and
Welfare programs and the means of fixing them.

MEDICARE – Designed for seniors, the Medicare program is split into Part A for in-patient hospital care,
Part B for out-patient services, Part C for Medicare Advantage plans, and Part D for prescription drug
coverage.

Medicare: The Senators recommend:
·         Addressing the eligibility age;
·         Evaluating the impact of supplemental coverage;
·         Establishing a uniform deductible covering Medicare Part A and Medicare Part B services; and
·         Strengthening efforts against fraud, waste and abuse.

Medicare Part A: The Senators recommend:
·         Reducing geographic variations in health spending;
·         Realigning provider payments; and
·         Evaluating existing cost-sharing structures for post-acute services.

Medicare Part B: The Senators recommend the evaluation of the Medicare Part B cost-sharing threshold
to ensure the long-term health of the Supplementary Medical Insurance (SMI) Trust Fund.

Medicare Part C: The Senators recommend:
·         Examining approaches that competitively set reimbursement to plans and simultaneously
preserve access in rural areas; and
·         Promoting reforms that encourage innovative plan designs to meet beneficiary needs. 
 
Medicare Part D: The Senators recommend a reevaluation and examination of the current Part D cost-
sharing thresholds to ensure long-term health of the program.

MEDICAID – Designed for low-income and disabled individuals and families, Medicaid is a joint federal-
state program: The Senators urge modernization of the program using the successful welfare reform
model of the 1990s with states and governors leading the way through:

·         Implementing fiscal responsibility by giving states defined budgets; and
·         Empowering states to implement solutions for their citizens by giving states flexibility to:
o   Modernize eligibility determination;
o   Develop and implement provider reimbursement systems that encourage value over volume of
services;
o   Design benefits that comport with private-sector coverage, encourage healthy beneficiary behavior,
and better manage chronic disease;
o   Provide long-term care benefits with approaches that promote cost-effectiveness and self-directed
services; and
o   Partner with the federal government in providing more coordinated care for beneficiaries eligible for
both Medicare and Medicaid.
Repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act: The Senators recommend the repeal of this
flawed health law as an essential step in improving the nation’s future economic and fiscal outlook.

Welfare and Related Program:  The Senators recommend collapsing the Social Services Block Grant, the
Child Care and Development Fund and the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families into one funding
stream for states, the Social Services Fund, and establish time-defined goals.



Tort Reform: The Senators recommend tort reform as a means of slowing health care costs that are
driven in part by the expensive practice of defensive medicine and saving billions of dollars.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE – Trade Adjustment Assistance:  The Senators recommend the following:

·         Reform the eligibility criteria to ensure that only those dislocated workers whose job loss is
directly related to international trade are eligible for benefits;
·         More narrowly defined benefits; and
·         Allocation of any additional funding only to those programs that directly benefit dislocated
workers.

SOCIAL SECURITY – The Senators find that with over 55 million Americans receiving Social Security
retirement, disability, or survivors benefits and with fewer workers supporting more and more retirees,
timely reform of this program is necessary and would send a positive signal to financial markets that
America is solving its long-term imbalances.

The Senators recommend that reforms accord with the following principles:

Reform should ensure lasting, sustainable solvency of the program and maintain the integrity of Social
Security as a safety net program that protects against poverty in old age or when a worker becomes
disabled;
Promised benefit changes should apply to younger workers who can plan accordingly and should not
change the real value of benefits for current retirees or those close to retirement;
Any proposed benefit changes should ensure protection against poverty for workers with low lifetime
earnings and disabilities;
Maintain, as best possible, the fundamental value that there is a relationship between what workers put
into the system and what they get out;
Be mindful of the negative effects of raising payroll taxes and lifting the taxable wage cap, as both
would slow job creation and economic growth; and
The Disability Insurance component of the Social Security system – with a Trust Fund that will be
exhausted as early as 2016 – must be a part of any overall Social Security reform effort.
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All:

Attached is our RGPPC health care report.  A special thanks to Carol Steckel (LA) for her hard work. 
Additional thanks to Bruce Greenstein (LA), Dennis Smith (WI) and Bill Hazel (VA) fo their efforts and
participation in our press roundtable with Governor Barbour (MS-RGPPC Chair).

We will forward you press clips later this afternoon from our coverage. Thanks again for working with us
on this important project.

Best,
Marie

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

GOP Govs Release Medicaid Reform Report

The Republican Governors Public Policy Committee released today a report detailing 31 policy solutions
for reforming Medicaid.

“One of the major mistakes of Obamacare is that it ignored input from the states,” said RGA Policy
Chairman Haley Barbour. “This report encompasses four months of substantive dialogue among the
states about how to best reform Medicaid. It is a well thought out document that should be taken
seriously by anyone in Congress or the White House who is interested in saving Medicaid.”

“Medicaid consumes an ever-increasing and frightening share of state budgets and the current pace of
spending is unsustainable,” said RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell. “Regardless of whether or not
Obamacare is repealed or struck down, Medicaid is in dire need of reform. This report offers realistic
ideas about how to fix Medicaid from the states’ perspective.”



The report, titled A New Medicaid: A Flexible, Innovative and Accountable Future, follows a June 13th
letter Republican governors sent to Congressional leaders outlining seven guiding principles for Medicaid
reform. Every policy solution in the report falls within the principles outlined in the June letter.

A copy of the report is attached.

Please Note: This report is a collection of policy ideas from the Republican Governors Public Policy
Committee Health Care Task Force.  Inclusion in this report does not constitute an endorsement of the
policy prescription by any specific governor.  Instead, these policy proposals should be viewed as among
the best ideas from the states to be considered in reforming the nation’s healthcare system.  Not every
governor will choose or should choose to adopt and implement all of these solutions. 

-30-

Paid for and authorized by the Republican Governors Association

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; Marie Sanderson; vmariethomas
Cc: Cindy.Sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32

RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom ; brian.mcmanus2 ;
JohnPatrick.Walsh ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; chiproytexas  dhiowa ;
jabot10  janelcausey ; jboeyink34@ ; travisrichmond ;
wkloiber  David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov;
tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov; Candice Whitfield; eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; debbie ; griffin
wstruble  wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ;
Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; brandi white@mcconnell.senate.gov;
Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; brian ;
ryan ; nguillemard ; sarah.echols ; Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; Seth
Levey; ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ;
RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; michelle.dynes@wyo.gov;
katyoder 99 ; pjpgator ; ,; Moore, Brian, GOV; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov

Subject: Fwd: ICYMI: Adding Fuel to the Health Care Fire
Date: Tuesday, June 21, 2011 5:04:41 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

ICYMI: Adding Fuel to the Health Care Fire

The Associated Press reports today that a newly discovered provision in President Obama’s health care
law would make millions of people newly eligible to receive Medicaid. The article notes that the
discovery will boost Republican governors’ argument that Obamacare’s rules concerning Medicaid don’t
make sense.
In fact, Republican governors have long been advocating that the Medicaid provisions in Obamacare are
in desperate need of reform, making the flippant response from the Senate Finance Committee to
today’s finding all the more disconcerting. The time when federal Democrats can shrug their shoulders
and ask everyone to trust them is over.

The full article is below:

A twist in Obama’s health care law

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama's health care law would let several million middle-class
people get nearly free insurance meant for the poor, a twist government number crunchers say they
discovered only after the complex bill was signed.

The change would affect early retirees: A married couple could have an annual income of about
$64,000 and still get Medicaid, said officials who make long-range cost estimates for the Health and
Human Services department.

Up to 3 million people could qualify for Medicaid in 2014 as a result of the anomaly. That's because, in a
major change from today, most of their Social Security benefits would no longer be counted as income
for determining eligibility.

Medicare chief actuary Richard Foster says the situation keeps him up at night.



"I don't generally comment on the pros or cons of policy, but that just doesn't make sense," Foster said
during a question-and-answer session at a recent professional society meeting. It's almost like allowing
middle-class people to qualify for food stamps, he suggested.

"This is a situation that got no attention at all," added Foster. "And even now, as I raise the issue with
various policymakers, people are not rushing to say ... we need to do something about this."

Indeed, administration officials and senior Democratic lawmakers say it's not a loophole but the result of
a well-meaning effort to simplify rules for deciding who will get help with insurance costs under the new
health care law. Instead of a hodgepodge of rules, there will be one national policy.

"This simplification will stop people from falling into coverage gaps and may cause some to be newly
eligible for Medicaid and others to no longer qualify," said Brian Cook, spokesman for the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services.

But states have been clamoring for relief from Medicaid costs, complaining that just these sorts of
federal rules drive up spending and limit state options. The program is now one of the top issues in
budget negotiations between the White House and Congress. Republicans are pushing for a rollback of
federal requirements that block states from limiting eligibility.

Medicaid is a safety net program that serves more than 50 million vulnerable Americans, from low-
income children and pregnant women to Alzheimer's patients in nursing homes. It's designed as a
federal-state partnership, with Washington paying close to 60 percent of the total cost.

Early retirees would be a new group for Medicaid. While retirees can now start collecting Social Security
at age 62, they must wait another three years to get Medicare, unless they're disabled.

Some early retirees who worked all their lives may not want to be associated with a health care
program for the poor, but others might see it as a relatively painless way to satisfy the new law's
requirement that all Americans carry medical insurance starting in 2014. It would help tide them over
until they turn 65 and qualify for Medicare.

The actuary's office said the 3 million early retirees who would become eligible for Medicaid are on top
of an estimated 16 million to 20 million people that Obama's law would already bring into the program,
by opening it to childless adults with incomes near the poverty level. Federal taxpayers will cover all of
the initial cost of the expansion.

A spokeswoman for the Senate Finance Committee, which wrote much of the health care law, said if the
situation does become a problem there's plenty of time to fix it later.

"These changes don't take effect until 2014, so we have time to review all possible cases to ensure
Medicaid meets its mission of serving only the neediest Americans," said Erin Shields.

But Republicans already see a problem.

Former Utah governor Mike Leavitt said adding early retirees will "just add fuel to the fire," bolstering
the argument from Republican governors that some of Washington's rules don't make sense.

"The fact that this is being discovered now tells you, what else is baked into this law?" said Leavitt, who
served as Health and Human Services secretary under President George H.W. Bush.

###

Paid for and authorized by the Republican Governors Association

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: Fwd: Republican governors" statements on health care decision
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 4:46:02 PM
Attachments: 2012-06-28-Govs statements on HC decision.pdf

ATT00001.htm

Can u print each statement and give to gmf? 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Dustin Huffman" < >
To: "Marie Sanderson" < >, "Lindsay Russell"

>
Subject: Republican governors' statements on health care
decision 

All:

Attached is a document outlining what the republican governors are
saying about the Supreme Court ruling on Obamacare. Please let us know
if your state has released a statement that is not on the list.

Thanks,
Dustin

Dustin Huffman
Policy Aide
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
Office: (202) 662-4927
Cell: 

<mailto: >



From: Quam, David
To: Reps
Subject: FYI -- Letters from HHS to Governors
Date: Friday, August 12, 2011 4:23:38 PM
Attachments: HHS ltr to govs re Medicaid.pdf

To:  Washington Reps and State-Federal Contacts
Re:  Letters from HHS to governors

For those who may not have received copies, Secretary Sebelius sent two letters today to governors:

1) a letter co-signed by Secretary Duncan regarding a new initiative to find and enroll eligible children
into the Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Programs (attached); and

2) a letter identifying resources and opportunities to assist states in setting up exchanges under the ACA
(see text below).

--Enjoy the weekend.  DCQ

Letter from Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius to State Officials

August 12, 2011

Dear Governor:

I am writing to update you on important opportunities that are available to your state in connection with
the establishment of Affordable Insurance Exchanges.  These Exchanges – state-based competitive
health insurance marketplaces – will help deliver coverage to individuals and small businesses in your
state in a way that is simple, seamless, and affordable.

First, we are awarding a new round of “Establishment Grants” – federal funding for states to develop,
implement, and establish Exchanges.  States can use these grant funds to ensure that key Exchange
functions are designed and implemented at the state level and take into account local factors and
circumstances.  States can apply for these grants on a rolling basis; applications are processed quarterly
by HHS.  The next deadline for applications is September 30, 2011.  Three states have previously
received these grants, and today I am pleased to award more than $185 million to 13 additional states
and the District of Columbia.

Second, HHS and the Treasury Department today are releasing proposed rules regarding Exchanges that
further the goals of making access to affordable health insurance options simple and seamless.  These
proposed rules provide additional guidance on a simplified process for determining whether individuals
are eligible for coverage through Exchanges, for premium tax credits to assist in the purchase of private
insurance, or for other programs such as Medicaid or the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). 
The rules follow guidance published July 15, 2011, which details many of the key areas in which states
may choose to tailor their Exchange to meet the particular needs of their small businesses and
residents.  We expect to modify these proposals based on the feedback we receive from the American
people.  I encourage you to share your comments regarding these proposals with the Departments,
particularly by formally commenting on the proposed rules over the next 75 days.

Furthermore, over the coming weeks, we will actively seek state feedback on these proposed rules
through a series of regional meetings.  You will be hearing from our HHS Regional Director inviting your



state to participate in one of these regional meetings in the near future.

I strongly encourage your state to participate.  Your feedback – particularly your formal comments on
the proposed rules – will significantly help us in the development of the final rules.

The availability of Establishment Grants, along with the flexibility we have provided to states in the
development of their Exchanges, creates important opportunities to advance the development of state-
based Exchanges.  States have several options in implementing Exchanges that can accommodate
varying levels of state activity:

State-operated Exchange.  Under this option, the state operates all of the functions of the Exchange.
HHS will certify state Exchanges by January 1, 2013.  However, states can seek conditional approval if
they expect to be ready in 2013.  States may also choose to establish a state-operated Exchange in
future years.

State Partnership Model.  The Exchange could be run in partnership between the state and HHS, with
some activities performed by the state and others by HHS.  States and HHS can explore using a
Partnership model to tailor the Exchange to local needs and market conditions.  States can also use this
model to transition to running their Exchange independently. We look forward to working with the
states to further define this option.

Federally-facilitated Exchange.  Under this option, HHS will ensure that there is a functioning Exchange
in the state.  HHS will work with the state to ensure coordination with the state’s ongoing role in
managing the private insurance market, Medicaid, and CHIP.

Based on your feedback, HHS is already developing information technology (IT) initiatives to make
eligibility determinations easier for states, including a federal “hub” through which HHS will provide
certain data verification services to all Exchanges as well as Medicaid and CHIP, rather than requiring
Exchanges and these other programs to separately interact with multiple federal agencies.

Substantial federal funding is available now to help states establish an Exchange, with Establishment
Grant applications accepted through June of 2012 and funding available through 2014.  The “initial open
enrollment” for Exchanges – the first period in which new coverage options will be available – is
scheduled to begin in the fall of 2013.  This means that much of the work in preparation for open
enrollment needs to be completed earlier in 2013.  As such, I encourage states to have a fully
developed grant strategy by early 2012.  State Exchange grants can be used to help states determine
whether they will operate an Exchange on their own, partner with the federal government, or rely on a
federally-facilitated Exchange.  I encourage all states to take advantage of this opportunity and use
these resources to determine which model will work best for their residents.  My staff looks forward to
meeting on Exchange implementation with state Exchange grantees on September 19 and 20, 2011 in
Arlington, VA.

Since the Affordable Care Act was signed into law, the development of Affordable Insurance Exchanges
and implementation of this landmark law more generally have been aided by state leaders who have
shared their input and advice with our Department.  I hope we will continue to hear from you as we
work to develop strong partnerships, establish Affordable Insurance Exchanges and implement other
aspects of health reform that will improve our health care system.  I look forward to continuing to work
with you as we pursue our shared goal of better, more affordable health insurance for all Americans.

Sincerely,

/S/
Kathleen Sebelius
Secretary of Health and
Human Services
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,



distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-200074-
158946.9da273b890faf8871af12dd59a396601@talk.nga.org..



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; vmariethomas
Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ; RSerote@az.gov;

Adam.nordstrom@ ; JohnPatrick.Walsh ; Rob.Jakubik@ ;
bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; dhiowa
jabot10 ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ; wkloiber ;
David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri;
Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov; michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov; Candice Whitfield;
eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov;
kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov; Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov;
Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; brandi white@mcconnell.senate.gov; Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov;
blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov;
tomichz@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan
nguillemard ; sarah.echols ; Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey;
ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ;
RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; EMainigi ; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov;
katyoder 99 ; pjpgator

Subject: FYI: New Republican Governors Mark 100 Days
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 1:46:08 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

New Republican Governors Mark 100 Days

Today marks 100 days since the last of the country’s new majority of Republican governors took office.
Already, these 18 new governors have made a profound impact on their states as well as the nation at-
large.

They have proven that true reform can occur despite opposition from well-funded, powerful interests
and have shown Washington that not only can deep-holed budgets be balanced without raising taxes,
but that it is possible to implement entitlement reform and restructure government’s long-term costs
and succeed. From education reform to fiscal and government reform, Republican governors are
providing unparalleled political leadership.

Below is a list of the new governors’ major initiatives and successes in their first 100 days:

Gov. Robert Bentley (AL)

·        Signed the Responsible Budgeting and Spending Act which revises the budgeting process for the
Education Trust Fund by allowing a “rolling reserve” process to make the Education Trust Fund resistant
to proration.

·        Working to implement health insurance exchanges that will increase competition and lower costs.

Gov. Rick Scott (FL)
·        Rejected federal high speed rail proposal.

o   Instead announced support of meaningful infrastructure projects like the dredging of the Port of
Miami - a project that will help create 33,000 jobs - to accommodate Post Panamax ships and increased
shipping that will result when the Panama Canal is expanded and free trade agreements with Colombia
and Panama are ratified.



·        Signed an executive order to freeze job-killing regulations and establish the Office of Fiscal
Accountability and Regulatory Reform to review all new rules.

o   This office has already identified more than 1000 unnecessary regulations that can be repealed.

·        Signed the Student Success Act into law, establishing a system to pay the best teachers more and
eliminate teacher tenure for new teachers.

·        Created a Drug Strike Force to attack illegal use of prescription drugs by targeting criminal
distributors.

·        Sold state-owned aircraft to reduce unnecessary state spending - one of the Governor’s campaign
promises

·        Job Creation: through Gov. Scott’s commitment to reduce the size, scope and cost of
government, as well as return savings to taxpayers through tax cuts, the Governor has enticed
companies like Bing Energy and Chromalloy to move operations to Florida and companies like Vision
Airlines to expand business in the Sunshine State.
Gov. Nathan Deal (GA)

·        Signed an overhaul of the state's cash-strapped HOPE scholarship into law, which assists students
with their educational costs of attending college in Georgia.

·        Passed an $18.3 billion budget without controversy.

·        Earmarked $32 million in bond money for water infrastructure projects.

·        Improved accessibility, holding regular legislative office hours for lawmakers.

Governor Terry Branstad (IA)

·        Restored openness in state government:

o   Launched a weekly video "Ask the Gov" Question and Answer series

o   Revived weekly press conference after previous administrations abolished it

o   Webcast live every weekly news conference

o   Launched the "Call Gov. Branstad" show on WHO Radio

·        Opening Iowa back up for business

o   Signed an executive order rescinding burdensome RICE rule

o   Announced new businesses bringing hundreds of jobs to Iowa, including Alltech, Cargill and Valent
BioSciences Corporation.

o   Signed an executive order requiring a Jobs Impact Statement for every proposed rule so as to know
exactly the ramifications contained therein.

·        Improving the state’s finances:

o   Gov. Branstad insists on a biennial budget that balances with five-year revenue projections and
spends less than Iowa takes in each year.
Gov. Sam Brownback (KS)

·        Sweeping reform of state agencies to find efficiencies, reduce burdensome regulation and focus
on the core functions of state government.



o   Established Office of the Repealer to review state laws and regulations and identify those which are
unreasonable, unduly burdensome, duplicative, or contradictory.

o   Created Citizens Regulatory Review Board to review new rules and regulations proposed by state
agencies and provide the Governor with feedback on any concerns raised by its review.

o   Eliminated, streamlined and/or re-organized seven state agencies.

o   Streamlined state human resources and homeland security, ensuring efficiency, uniformity and cost-
effectiveness for state government agencies and cuts overhead costs.

·        Established Rural Opportunity Zones:

o   Designated 50 counties as “Rural Opportunity Zones” (ROZ), providing an income tax exemption for
certain out-of-state taxpayers who relocate to those counties; and authorizing the counties to
participate in a state-matching program to repay student loans of up to $15,000 for college graduates
who move to ROZ counties.

Gov. Paul LePage (ME)

·        Expedited state repayments of a Medicaid debt to hospitals.

·        Agreed to allow the Maine Educational Loan Authority (MELA) to proceed with issuance of tax-
exempt student loan revenue bonds to fund student loans for the upcoming academic year.

·        Worked to remove unnecessary regulation, which will ease the burden on working families.

Gov. Rick Snyder (MI)

·       Fundamentally realigning the state’s tax structure to encourage investment and job creation.

·        Put in place tools to help the state and local governments reduce long-term costs.

·       Produced a budget plan that would cut taxes on businesses by more than $1.5 billion – including
the elimination of the Michigan Business Tax.

Gov. Susanna Martinez (NM)

·       Balanced the budget:

o   Governor Susana Martinez balanced a nearly-half billion dollar deficit she inherited upon taking office
without raising taxes.

o   Governor Martinez’s balanced budget cut unnecessary spending, allowing an increase in state
funding levels for top priorities like public education and healthcare for the most vulnerable citizens.

·        Education reform:

o   Governor Martinez worked with a bi-partisan group of legislators to pass a new school evaluation
system with overwhelming support. New Mexico schools will now be graded on an easy-to-understand
A-F scale, allowing parents to know how well their schools are serving their children and taxpayers to
know how effectively their tax dollars are spent. This legislation will also speed up the process of
assisting failing schools by targeting resources and providing additional help to struggling students.

·        Katie's Law:

o   This legislation will require a DNA sample from anyone arrested for a felony crime in New Mexico.
New Mexico now has one of the strongest versions of Katie's Law in the country, giving law
enforcement one of the best available tools to prevent crimes, convict criminals, and exonerate the



innocent.

o   Governor Martinez originally championed this legislation as a district attorney in 2006, but the bill
that eventually passed only required a sample to be taken for certain violent felony arrests.
Gov. Jack Dalrymple (ND)

·       Proposed budget includes cutting property and income taxes by $500 million and unprecedented
investments in infrastructure without borrowing money, while continuing to build the state’s reserves to
more than $1 billion.

·        Signed into law HB 1013, providing $100 million to help communities in North Dakota’s oil and
gas counties offset direct impacts created by the rapidly developing energy industry.

Gov. Brian Sandoval (NV)
·        Balanced the budget in the most challenging time in modern Nevada history.

·        Introduced comprehensive education reform package.

·        Improving government transparency and accessibility.
Gov. John Kasich (OH)
·        Senate Bill 5 levels the playing field between taxpayers and the government workers who serve
them, while maintaining government employees‘ ability to collectively bargain on wages and working
conditions.

·        Governor Kasich’s Jobs Budget would balance an $8 billion deficit while preserving an $800
million tax cut for Ohio families.

·        JobsOhio was established through House Bill 1 and is a non-profit economic development
corporation that will work more effectively than Ohio’s current state-centered efforts to retain and
attract businesses.  JobsOhio will be managed by a board of directors who are leaders in the business
world, and because it is not a government entity, it will move at the speed of the market rather than at
the speed of statute.

·        Saving Jobs: Companies with major Ohio presences like American Greetings, Bob Evans, Diebold
and Goodyear have committed to remaining in the state – preserving 5,500 jobs – and the
unemployment rate has dropped below 9 percent for the first time in two years.

·        Common Sense Initiative (CSI): Led by Lt. Gov. Taylor, is already eliminating undue burdens on
business and helping Ohio companies grow and thrive.

·        Statewide Coordination in the Fight Against Opiate Abuse: Through the new Cabinet-level Opiate
Task Force will direct addiction prevention efforts across the state.  The task force has already led to the
raid of two pill mills where important evidence was collected that may assist in this effort.
Gov. Mary Fallin (OK)

·        Delivered landmark, comprehensive lawsuit-reform legislation:

o   By placing a hard cap of $350,000 on non-economic damages and pursuing other common-sense
legal reforms, Governor Fallin has helped to ensure that our legal system is fair to plaintiffs and victims
without the kind of “jackpot justice” that drives jobs out of state.

·        Cut Taxes:

o   Allowed the income tax trigger to take place, cutting income taxes in Oklahoma by roughly $120
million annually for businesses and individuals.

·        Brought more accountability to public schools:

o   Governor Fallin signed into law important legislation empowering the state superintendent and
eliminating “trial de novo,” a costly legal appeals process that makes it nearly impossible to terminate



ineffective teachers.

·        Continued the fight against ObamaCare and federal overreach:

o   The governor worked with Attorney General Scott Pruitt to ensure that the state of Oklahoma joined
other states in challenging the constitutionality of President Obama’s health care bill.

o   She has also agreed to refuse $54 billion in federal funds to ensure that Oklahoma cannot be tied to
ObamaCare.

Gov. Tom Corbett (PA)

·        Advocating For a Responsible Budget:

o   When Gov. Corbett came into office in January, Pennsylvania was faced with a $4.3 billion dollar
deficit.  His budget eliminates the deficit without raising taxes by reducing the cost of government.

·        The Fair Share Act:

o   Will end abusive and frivolous civil lawsuits that target parties with “deep pockets” instead of the
defendants who are most culpable.

o   Has passed the House and is making its way through the Senate.

o   The measure will improve Pennsylvania’s economic climate and competitiveness.

·        Pushing for education reform:

o   Gov. Corbett’s plan includes school choice, merit pay, local property tax reform and giving school
districts the ability to furlough employees when economic conditions make it necessary.

Gov. Nikki Haley (SC)

·        Passed legislation that put more House and Senate votes on the record.

·        Took taxpayer cash away from the state's public television and arts operations.

·        Set in motion plans to deal with a soaring deficit in Medicaid programs and to restructure state
government.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard (SD)

·        Signed a balanced budget that completely eliminated the state’s structural deficit without raising
taxes or using one-time money.

·        Proposed and signed package of bills to increase state incentives for economic development.

Gov. Bill Haslam (TN)

·        Teacher tenure reform:

o   Changed probationary period from three to five years.

o   Included performance evaluations in tenure review.

o   Gave principals flexibility to keep teachers beyond five year period but not grant tenure.

·        Jobs4TN economic development strategy

o   Regionalized strategies and created target industry clusters where Tennessee already has a clear



competitive advantage.

o   Created ECD field director positions to be the region's 'ombudsman' for businesses.

o   Put focus more on turning Tennessee-based intellectual property from research hubs such as ORNL,
St. Jude and Vanderbilt into Tennessee jobs.

o   Restructured the Economic and Community Development office.

·        Budget proposal -- $1.8 billion less than previous years while still maintaining essential services.
Gov. Scott Walker (WI)

·        24,000 private sector jobs created, including 8,200 manufacturing jobs.

·        Eliminated state taxes on Health Savings Accounts.

·        Reformed Wisconsin’s litigation climate.

·        Signed relocation and economic development tax credit legislation.

·        Providing tax relief for Wisconsin’s job creators: small businesses.

·        Transforming the Department of Commerce into the Wisconsin Economic Development
Corporation.

·        Enacted supermajority for passage of tax increase legislation.

·        Right-sizing state government with modest requests on state pension, health care.

·        Balancing Wisconsin’s FY 2011 Budget.

·        Proposed budget that balances $3.6 billion deficit and reduces the structural deficit to lowest point
in recent history.

·        Introduced 3rd Grade Reading Taskforce to make sure every Wisconsin 3rd grader can read at
grade level.

·        Aggressively marketed Wisconsin as “Open for Business” after massive Illinois tax increase.

Gov. Matt Mead (WY)

·        Began streamlining state government:

o   Governor Mead and the Republican Legislature combined two state agencies into a single agency.

o   Governor Mead cut salaries in his Office.

o   Reviewing all existing executive orders going back decades to remove any that are unnecessary or
irrelevant.

·        Finished the legislative session while continuing to maintain a surplus and put money into savings.

·        Successfully advocated for job creating initiatives that could bring new industries to Wyoming like
data centers.

·        Kept a tax exemption in place for manufacturers.

o   Shortly after signing that bill a new employer (Worthing Gestamp) announced they would build a
wind tower manufacturing facility in Wyoming.



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Glen Mulready; Gary Stanislawski; "Jonathan Buxton"; Trait Thompson; Sharon Caldwell ( ); Fred Morgan; Chad Warmington; Matt Robison

); Cox-Kain, Julie; Derek Lieser@OKHCA org; Nicole Prieto Johns (NicolePJ@health ok gov); pat@  Mike Brown ( ;
Bev Binkowsk ; Laura Brookins

Subject: FYI: Noteworthy Health Care Reform Press 6/22/2011
Date: Wednesday, June 22, 2011 9:46:00 AM
Attachments: Big Exchange Regulation a Good Bet to Bring Big Disappointment.docx

 
Big exchange regulation a good bet to bring big disappointment: [Attached]
 
Medicaid for the middle class?: http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20110621/ap on go ca st pe/us health overhaul glitch/print
 
State-level Medicaid cuts could have impact beyond federal reductions: http://www.kaiserhealthnews org/Daily-Reports/2011/June/21/medicaid-issues.aspx
 
Obamacare standards could spur small businesses to leave Mass.:
http://www.bostonherald com/news/politics/view/20110621rep obamacare standards could spur small businesses to leave mass/srvc=home&position=recent
 
Indiana official seeks health reform waiver after insurers flee state: http://homeinsurance.com/health-insurance/news/indiana-official-seeks-health-reform-
waiver-after-insurers-flee-state.php
 
 
 
 



From: Grace-Marie Turner
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703-299-9205 or tara@galen.org

Galen Institute, Angel Raich, Docs 4 Patient Care,
the Benjamin Rush Society, and the Pacific Research Institute

File Amicus Brief Against ObamaCare
February 13, 2012 — The Galen Institute, Angel Raich, Docs 4 Patient Care, the Benjamin Rush
Society, and the Pacific Research Institute today issued the following statements after filing an
amicus brief with the U.S. Supreme Court supporting the 11th Circuit’s decision that the
individual mandate contained in the health overhaul law is unconstitutional.

Grace-Marie Turner, President and Founder of the Galen Institute said: “Our brief
exposes the fallacy behind a key issue that the Congress and Obama administration used to
justify passage of their health overhaul law — namely, the attempt to avoid cost shifting from
‘free-riders.’ Our brief explains in detail how the individual mandate will not solve the problem
but will actually make it worse. That demolishes the government’s case that the individual
mandate is justified as a means of regulating commerce under the Constitution.”

John Hoff, Counsel for amici curiae and Trustee of the Galen Institute said: “The
brief demonstrates the fallacy of the Government’s claim that the individual mandate cures any
problem of shifting costs of uncompensated care to private insurance and explains why Congress
lacked authority under the Constitution to impose the mandate. Congress has taken a step too
far in invoking its authority to regulate interstate commerce.”

Sally C. Pipes, President and CEO of the Pacific Research Institute and John R.
Graham, Executive Director of the Benjamin Rush Society, in a joint statement said:
“The Obama administration’s claim that the individual mandate is needed to avoid the supposed
effects of cost-shifting by the uninsured misreads the government’s own facts and analysis. The
individual mandate at best only causes 16 million persons to obtain coverage they otherwise
would forego. As a result, the mandate does not have substantial effect on interstate commerce
and is neither necessary nor proper for addressing the supposed problem of cost shifting.”

Hal Scherz, MD, FACS, FAAP, President and Founder of Docs 4 Patient Care said:
“On March 26, the United States Supreme Court will hear arguments regarding the
constitutionality of the Affordable Care Act. Docs 4 Patient Care is honored to be an amicus in
support of the 26 states suing the federal government, along with the Benjamin Rush Society,
the Pacific Research Institute, and the Galen Institute. As one of the few physician organizations



who have filed a brief with the court, we hope to bring credibility to the multi-state case and
raise points regarding the new law in a way that none of the other amici can.

“It is our hope that our involvement in this case will play a small role in influencing the Supreme
Court justices to conclude as we have, that this law is wrong for America and has been forced
upon us as a result of arguments and logic which are specious. This decision will determine not
just the fate of a ruinous healthcare policy, but the behavior of the federal government from this
point forward. If they can force individuals to purchase a product, there is no limit to what the
government can force its citizens to do.”

To interview Erik S. Jaffe, the Counsel of Record, please contact Rowena Itchon at the
Pacific Research Institute. To interview Grace-Marie Turner or John Hoff of the Galen
Institute, please contact Tara Persico.

Amici

Angel McClary Raich
Ms. Raich was the lead respondent in one of the U.S. Supreme Court’s important recent
Commerce Clause cases, Gonzales v. Raich. Battling cancer, she brings to this case the
perspective of both a patient and a litigant with a personal understanding of the implications of
an expansive construction of the Commerce Clause on individual freedom.

Galen Institute
The Galen Institute is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) public policy research organization devoted to
advancing ideas and policies that would create a vibrant, patient-centered health sector. It
promotes public debate and education about proposals that support individual freedom,
consumer choice, competition, and innovation in the health sector.

Docs 4 Patient Care
Docs 4 Patient Care is an organization of concerned physicians committed to the establishment
of a health care system that preserves the sanctity of the doctor-patient relationship, promotes
quality of care, supports affordable access to all Americans, and protects patients’ freedom of
choice.

Benjamin Rush Society
The Benjamin Rush Society aims to unite those across the political spectrum who believe that
the profession of medicine calls its practitioners to serve their patients, rather than the
government.

Pacific Research Institute
For 33 years, the Pacific Research Institute (PRI) has championed freedom, opportunity, and
individual responsibility through free-market policy solutions. Founded in 1979 and based in
San Francisco, PRI is a non-profit, non-partisan 501(c)(3) education institution.

Galen Institute | P.O. Box 320010 Alexandria, VA | 703-299-8900 | www.galen.org
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From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ( ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon
Steinmann (bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us); brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus
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(eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov); griffin  hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10
jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov);
jboeyink ; Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff
Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter
(jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz
(John.Katz@alaska.gov); joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman ; Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov);
Lgromis ; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson (msanderson@governor.state.ms.us);
mark.cate@tn.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov);
Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mkennicott ;
mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard ( ; rebmyers@state.pa.us;
renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov);
Ryan McGinness ( ); Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Spence
Geissinger (spencer.geissinger ); Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov);
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith );
travisrichmond  Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov);
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Lanier Swann (Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov); Brandi White@mcconnell.senate.gov
Subject: GOP Budget Update
Date: Thursday, April 07, 2011 9:34:29 AM
Attachments: WhatThey are Saying on House GOP Budget WHIP HANDOUT.pdf

FYI, the attachment has a list of business groups that have issued statements in favor of Chairman
Ryan’s Budget proposal.
 
The Budget proposal was approved last night in Committee and could be considered on the House
floor next week.
 
In case you missed it, the op-ed below from Karl Rove was in today’s WSJ.
 
+++++
 
Obama's Government Shutdown Gambit
By Karl Rove
Wall Street Journal
April 7, 2011
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704013604576246740907565666.html?
mod=djemEditorialPage_h
In the White House Press Room on Tuesday, President Barack Obama did what comes naturally—
scold others, in this case the Congress. Mr. Obama complained that a budget agreement "could
have gotten done three months ago."
What he didn't say was that the budget should have "gotten done" six months ago, before the
current fiscal year started last Oct. 1. Our government's failure to have a budget in place halfway
through the fiscal year is the president's responsibility. He and his party dominated Congress by
wide margins when the budget was supposed to be put in place.
Also on Tuesday, at the other end of Pennsylvania Avenue, House Budget Chairman Paul Ryan did



what the president has not. Demonstrating leadership and more than a little courage, Mr. Ryan laid
out a thoughtful, ambitious blueprint for the next decade.
The Path to Prosperity would return discretionary spending to its 2008 levels and hold it flat for five
years; reduce the federal government's work force by 10%; slash corporate welfare; reform the tax
code; and reduce the corporate and top personal rate to 25%. It would repeal ObamaCare, change
Medicare so the government helps all seniors pay for an insurance policy they choose, and send
states money for each person covered by Medicaid, plus the flexibility to spend that money as they
see fit.
The Obama-Ryan budget battle foreshadows what Americans are likely to hear in the 2012
campaign: an unengaged, reactive chief executive versus a bold, reform-minded GOP.
In the short term, it's obvious what Mr. Obama hopes to gain. Having watched his standing as "a
strong and decisive leader" drop to 52% in last month's Gallup poll from 60% last year, the president
is looking to profit politically from a shutdown of the federal government.
When the government was twice shut down in 1995 and 1996, Congressional Republicans survived
the controversy and kept their majorities in the 1996 election. At the same time, the shutdowns
boosted Bill Clinton's image. Only 37% viewed him as "a strong leader" in a June 1995 ABC News
poll. In a January 1996 CBS News poll after the shutdowns, 53% said Mr. Clinton had "strong
qualities of leadership."
The president will instruct his party to demagogue the House Republican budget, labeling it as an
assault on the poor and a windfall for the rich that will rip America's social safety net to shreds.
Never mind that these charges are false and irresponsible. Mr. Ryan would have the government
spend $40 trillion over the next 10 years, $6.2 trillion less than Mr. Obama's budget plan of $46
trillion. This is an overall reduction in what the government plans to spend, not a cut from what it is
spending today.
Under Mr. Ryan's proposal, for example, health-care spending would still rise for both Medicaid,
which serves the poor, and Medicare, which serves seniors. The $275 billion spent on Medicaid this
year would grow to $305 billion in 2021 while the $563 billion spent on Medicare this year would
grow to $953 billion in 2021. Nor would anyone 55 years or older be affected by any Medicare
reforms.
Mr. Ryan and his colleagues want to act now to keep entitlement programs solvent. They want to
keep Americans from experiencing the pain of the crisis that will come when the public debt has
doubled by 2012 (from the level when Mr. Obama came into office) and nearly tripled by 2021, as it
would under the president's plan. Already mandatory spending, the part of the budget that's
automatic and not subject to approval each year by Congress, eats up all available revenue this year.
Medicare goes broke in 2029, and Social Security is bankrupt in 2037.
The White House doesn't care—it perceives a political path to victory in 2012. What makes this
strategy doubly reckless and cynical is that the administration knows a debt crisis is coming and that
its spending plans cannot continue.
But the Obama administration's adults—Chief of Staff Bill Daley, Office of Management and Budget
Director Jack Lew, and National Economic Council Director Gene Sperling—are clearly not in charge.
The politicos—Senior Adviser David Plouffe (who managed Mr. Obama's 2008 campaign) and
Communications Director Daniel Pfeiffer (who had the same title in the 2008 campaign) have their
hands on the wheel. The White House is in full re-election mode.
The House GOP budget will not become law this year, but it will smoke the president out on
spending and provide a framework for Republicans to discuss the nation's fiscal challenges. The



contrast between the GOP's boldness and the president's cowardice is striking. The question is
whether the president and his party will pay a political price for their abdication of leadership. We're
about to find out.
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To: 
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Subject: 
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Speaker of the House John Boehner 

GOP Budget Will Protect & Preserve Medicare for 
Current & Future Generations 

April 29, 2011 I Posted by Kevin Sm ith I Permalink 

All across the country, Republicans are engaging their constituents about the GOP budget 
that will help boost our economy and create new jobs, lift the crushing burden of debt that 
threatens our future, and preserve critical health and retirement programs for America's 
seniors. 

While Democrats have made false claims about the GOP plan, their strategy to scare senior 
citizens isn't working. Republicans were ready to engage their constituents during this two
week district work period and ready to answer questions about our plan. In fact, when 
Republicans explain how our plan preserves and protects Medicare, the response has been 
favorable. For example: 

• A new national survey by Gallup says "[p)luralities of middle-aged Americans as well 
as those 65 and older prefer Ryan's plan to Obama's," with seniors preferring the 
GOP plan by a 48-42 margin . 

• A CBS/New York Times poll recently found that when asked whether "Medicare 
should be changed from a program in which the government pays doctors and 



hospitals for treating seniors to a program in which the government helps seniors 
purchase private health insurance," 47 percent say yes. 41 percent say no. 

Under the GOP plan, there will be no changes and no disruptions to benefits for Americans 
over the age of 55, and future beneficiaries will have access to the same kinds of options as 
Members of Congress. The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel tells the story of a Wisconsin 
townhall where Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-WI) explained the facts about the 
GOP plan to his constituents: 

"Several at the Oak Creek meeting said they were confused about Medicare and 
whether it would end under Ryan's plan. Ryan set them straight, explaining that his 
proposed changes to Medicare would affect those under 55. He said his intent was to 
preserve the program, which otherwise is expected to be insolvent in nine years. 

"'We need to reform it for the next generation to preserve it,' Ryan said, adding the 
reformed plan would work like Medicare Part D, the prescription drug plan that 
encourages competition for the best rates. 

''Tanya Soich of Franklin said she attended sessions in both Franklin and Oak Creek 
because she wanted to make sure she understood Ryan's position on Medicare. Her 
mother-in-law was concerned it would end, she said. 

"'Now I can have the confidence to tell her that she's taken care of, as well as my 
children,' said Soich. 

In contrast, the facts show that the President's plan will ultimately guarantee deep and painful 
Medicare cuts for seniors: 

• The President's budget does nothing, guaranteeing benefit cuts for seniors. 
FactCheck.org reported that "if nothing is done, when those trust funds are 
exhausted, benefits would have to be cut by 22 percent in 2037. and more each year 
after that, according to the most recent report of the system's trustees. By 2084, the 
system will generate only enough revenue to pay for 75 percent of promised benefit 
levels." 

• Analysis by the nonpartisan CBO shows - if we do nothing - Medicare will be 
bankrupt within 10 years. A report by the trustees for Medicare says "[w]ithout 
corrective legislation . .. the assets of the [Medicare] trust fund would be exhausted 
within the next 7 to 19 years." 

• The president would also rely on the IPAB - an unelected "rationing board" - to force 
hundreds of billions of dollars in cuts in addition to the hundreds of billions in 
Medicare cuts Democrats used to finance ObamaCare. The Wall Street Journal says 
this will lead to "the political rationing of care for the elderly, as now occurs in 
Britain," and many doctors and hospitals may "drop out of Medicare" altogether. 

For more details on the GOP plan to protect and preserve Medicare, please visit 
http://budget.house.gov/fy2012budget/ today. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org 
 
GOP Governors Mark Anniversary of Obamacare 
 
Republican governors marked the one-year anniversary of Obamacare today by detailing ways in which
the federal healthcare law will damage state budgets and fail to adequately reform the nation’s healthcare
system.
 
Republican governors are also taking to the airwaves this week to discuss the one-year anniversary on
national news programs.
 
RGA Chairman Rick Perry (TX): "Perhaps the most telling development of the year since Obamacare was
signed has been the immediate and widespread mobilization of individuals seeking to spare states and
citizens from the most painful results of this misguided legislation. In Texas alone, Obamacare stands to
cost our state's taxpayers $27 billion over 10 years starting in 2014, a price tag that will result in painful
realities for families and employers of all sizes. I'm hopeful Obamacare will be fully repealed, and we can
begin a real dialogue on health care reform in America."
RGA Vice Chairman Bob McDonnell (VA): "Implementation of Obamacare would cost Virginia two billion
dollars over the next decade in unfunded mandates.  We need to improve healthcare in our nation with
commonsense, free market solutions, not with federal mandates on the states that take away our
flexibility and violate the Constitution."  
RGA Policy Chairman Haley Barbour (MS): "Americans are no closer to affordable healthcare than they
were one year ago.  Instead, at this one year anniversary, we continue to learn the ramifications of the
law's many budget gimmicks, bureaucratic hurdles, and expensive mandates for both states and
businesses.  In my state, the cost to implement PPACA for Medicaid is $1.7 billion over 10 years,
including $443 million in the 10th year alone. This law is expanding broken state Medicaid programs and
undoing state-based reforms, pulling tax dollars from other necessary areas like education and law
enforcement."
Gov. Sean Parnell (AK): “At the one-year anniversary of the federal healthcare law, 26 states are
currently challenging its constitutionality, the House of Representatives passed its repeal, and half the
country is opposed to it. In Alaska, we remain hopeful that it will be ruled unconstitutional, but in the
meantime are working at the state level to improve affordability and increase access to healthcare with
state resources and without federal entanglement.” 



 
Gov. Jan Brewer (AZ): “In the last 12 months, state leaders have learned the true costs of President
Obama’s health care ‘reform.’ Those costs have been meted out to states in the form of unfunded
mandates and rigid federal regulations. At a time when states like Arizona are facing historic budget
pressures, we need a federal partner willing to provide us the flexibility we need to operate our Medicaid
programs in a fashion that best serves our citizens while being fiscally responsible.”
 
Gov. Rick Scott (FL): “One year later, I remain convinced that Obamacare is bad for patients, businesses
and taxpayers.  This ill-conceived policy will force Florida to spend an additional $12.8 billion on Medicaid
and add an additional 2.1 million Floridians to Medicaid. Eliminating patient choice, rationing care and
implementing the largest tax hikes in American history are just the beginning of the federal mandate’s
consequences. I commend Florida’s Attorney General Pam Bondi and the other elected officials
throughout the country who are standing up to Obamacare.  This law has already been ruled
unconstitutional in Florida.  Now, we need an expedited appellate process to finish the case against
Obamacare, and we need the federal government to immediately repeal the taxes enacted to pay for its
implementation.” 
 
Gov. Nathan Deal (GA): “With one year of Obamacare under our belts, we can already see mandates
crunching our state budget – and the bottom lines of our state’s job creators in the private sector. The
worst is yet to come. An anniversary is always a good time to renew our vows, even if we’re vowing to
keep up the fight.”
 
Gov. Butch Otter (ID): “The unprecedented and unconstitutional burden that Obamacare seeks to impose
on the American people already is damaging state efforts to implement responsible, cost-effective
measures to make health care more affordable and accessible. It’s diverting attention, effort and
resources from our own data- and market-driven policy initiatives. That’s why we here in Idaho have
taken a stand and will continue to lead the way in pushing back against this unconscionable overreaching
of federal authority.” 
 
Gov. Mitch Daniels (IN): “For state governments, the bill presents huge new costs, as we are required to
enroll 15 million to 20 million more people in our Medicaid systems. In Indiana, our independent
actuaries have pegged the price to state taxpayers at $2.6 billion to $3 billion over the next 10 years.
This is a huge burden for our state, and yet another incremental expenditure the law's authors declined
to account for truthfully.” 
 
Gov. Terry Branstad (IA): “President Obama’s health care plan adds to the nation’s deficit, and forces
burdensome mandates on states that we cannot afford. In Iowa, this means an additional 100,000
Iowans on the Medicaid rolls at a time when we are facing a $540 million shortfall. Rather than add more
burdensome costs, it’s governors who are identifying significant cost savings. I am committed to exploring
every possible cost-saving option to help us maximize health coverage for more Iowans and efficiently
use taxpayer dollars. One option being explored is the expanded use of generic drugs. Economist Alex
Brill recently studied the potential impact of improving the generic substitution rate in Iowa that could
save millions of dollars in the Medicaid program.”
 
Gov. Sam Brownback (KS): "If fully enacted, the Obama Health Care plan would devastate the Kansas
budget with unaffordable mandates, threatening every other priority in state government.  As Governor, I
have pledged to make protecting the Kansas economy and Kansas jobs a priority.  We continue our call
on Congress to repeal and replace the overreaching regulations of Obamacare with legislation that allows
Kansas to determine our state’s needs and health care priorities.  Kansas - not Washington - should
determine the state's needs and priorities and then enact our own reforms that increase health insurance
choice, competition and coverage while reducing costs.” 
 
Gov. Bobby Jindal (LA): "Obamacare must be repealed and replaced. It is an awful policy that creates
enormous financial burdens on states and unfunded liabilities in the Medicaid program."
 
Gov. Jack Dalrymple (ND): “There are many aspects of the health care reform bill that are not well suited
to the realities of health care delivery in a state like North Dakota.”
 
Gov. Mary Fallin (OK): “I was proud to be one of the 65% of Oklahomans who voted for and helped to
pass an amendment to the Oklahoma constitution designed to block the ‘individual mandate’ contained



within the federal health care law. As governor, I continue to offer my full support to our attorney
general, who is leading our legal challenge against Obamacare, as well as the national effort to repeal
and replace the law.”    
 
Gov. Tom Corbett (PA): "The Federal health care law does not adequately address the costs of health
care.  Not addressing medical liability reform to stop frivolous lawsuits and to prevent defensive medicine
was a major shortcoming of the law."
 
Gov. Nikki Haley (SC): “Whether it’s supporting our attorney general’s constitutional challenge, Senator
DeMint’s repeal effort, Senator Graham’s opt-out plan or leading 28 other governors in asking the
president to expedite an Obamacare hearing, we have been very clear in South Carolina: we are an
equal opportunity opponent of Obamacare – a spending disaster that our state does not want and cannot
afford.”
 
Gov. Gary Herbert (UT): “One year ago, the federal government usurped state autonomy and ignored
that several states--the incubators of solutions-- had already initiated state-based health system reform.
Now the federal government has decreed a ‘one-size-fits-all’ solution and has left states to shoehorn the
ACA's dictates into local agencies and budgets.  It's completely unacceptable that the governors who are
responsible for much of the implementation were never invited to the table during development.
However, states will continue to exert their authority under the Constitution and will continue to innovate
and find solutions to pressing issues like healthcare reform.”
Gov. Scott Walker (WI): “Health reform started with the promise of reducing the cost of health care. 
Unfortunately, other than paying higher premiums for health insurance, PPACA holds little gain for the
people of Wisconsin.  Hundreds of thousands of people in Wisconsin will lose their current coverage. We
estimate that 46 percent of those who will become subsidized under either Medicaid or the new tax
credits already have health insurance.  This means that billions of dollars nationally will be spent without
increasing coverage.  
PPACA is also a threat to our vibrant and competitive private health insurance market in Wisconsin.  Many
Wisconsin families will face increased cost in premiums.  Our young people, struggling with the costs of
raising their families will see the greatest premium costs in the individual and small group markets.
Wisconsin has long been an innovative leader in health care.  We are already far ahead of what PPACA is
supposed to accomplish.  We will continue to press all three branches of government at the federal level
to reopen PPACA and deliver authentic health care reform that can gain the support of the states and the
American people.”
Gov. Matt Mead (WY): “Wyoming has fully accepted President Obama’s challenge to the states to come
up with better alternatives to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. I firmly believe that the best
solutions come from the states, and Wyoming has already begun to work on options that not only keep
our residents healthier, but also tackle the cost issues ignored in the federal law.”
 
###
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GOP Governors Unveil 7 Principles of Real Health Reform

 
The Republican Governors Association unveiled 7 principles for real health care reform today
in an op-ed by RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell published by Politico and at an event with
Utah Governor Gary Herbert and the American Action Forum. 
 
The governors’ efforts build upon the 31 detailed solutions for Medicaid reform released by
the RGA last August, and the governors will use the principles outlined below as a guide as
they produce a blueprint for comprehensive reform to be released this summer.
 
A copy of the op-ed is below:
 

7 principles of health reform

Two years ago this week — after backroom deals and over the objection of many governors —
the misnamed Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act became law.
 
Now, though the Obama administration has issued 10,000 pages of regulations since Democrats
in Congress passed the more than 2,000-page behemoth, the law still does little to protect
patients and is unlikely to make care more affordable.
 
In fact, it’s doing the opposite.
 
It adds to the nation’s unsustainable debt, and its projected costs have nearly doubled.
 
It has failed to rein in rising health care costs. Despite President Barack Obama’s pledge to
reduce premiums by $2,000 for a typical family, premiums are up. The general population is
simply no closer to affordable, quality health care coverage than it was two years ago.
 
The basic way that “Obamacare” seeks to expand coverage is by increasing the number of people
eligible for Medicaid. This is not reform. It is just an expansion of the welfare state by the federal
government, which can’t afford it, largely on the backs of the states, which also can’t afford it.
 



Because “Obamacare” essentially unraveled the partnership of the states and federal government
to deliver health care to the poor, Republican governors last August offered 31
recommendations to bring Medicaid into the 21st century.
 
This plan was developed to give states greater flexibility, spur innovation, encourage
accountability and reducecosts for states and the federal government.
 
As the need for the Supreme Court to rule this health care law unconstitutional becomes clearer,
Republican governors are taking the next step — creating a menu of recommendations for
comprehensive, sustainable health care reform. The governors’ blueprint, due to be completed
this summer, has seven guiding principles.
 

1. Health care reform should emphasize health: Health and well-being are
determined by more than health services used. Employment, education and personal
choices influence the health of each American. Unfortunately, the health care law
undermines employment and limits personal choice. Meaningful reform should
emphasize health by expanding economic opportunity and aligning incentives for
Americans to make healthier personal choices that can drive improvements throughout
the health care system.

 

2. Responsibility is best fostered through individual incentives and not an
oppressive federal mandate that violates the economic freedoms of Americans:
Americans should be in control of their health and the decisions regarding their care.
Individuals and families, not governments, are best able to decide the right course of
action, which is why price and quality transparency are essential to meaningful reform.

 

3. Health care reform should enable Medicaid to restore and maintain the
economic independence as well as health status of the neediest Americans:
Medicaid should be a bridge, not a barrier, to independence. Public assistance programs
should be designed to offer support for disabled Americans and help individuals return
to or maintain economic independence as well as health status.

 

4. Health care reform should increase design flexibility in Medicaid and the
private insurance market to improve coverage choices: Increasing design flexibility in
Medicaid and the private insurance market will strengthen access to care for patients,
reduce the regulatory burden that increases the cost of care and lead to innovative
programs.

 

5. Health care reform should align delivery system incentives to improve the value
of patient care: Delivery incentives should be aligned to focus on quality, value-based
and patient-centered programs that improve health — driving value over volume and
quality over quantity while containing costs.

 

6. Health care reform should foster state innovation to improve health care
systems: States are best able to make decisions about the design of their health care



systems based on the needs, culture and values of their citizens. Reform should reduce
the federal disruption in state and local health care markets while increasing
accountability.

 

7. Health care reform should address unsustainable spending at the family, state
and federal levels to ease the debt burden that threatens our future: Families, states
and the federal government face a dangerous budgetary outlook made worse by this
health care law. The budget problem is spending; correcting it means empowering
individuals and fixing the Tax Code to remove hidden costs from the health care system.

 
These principles are not partisan. Nor should they be considered controversial. They are,
however, essential. Too often, Washington policymakers lose sight of what their goals should be
by focusing on process and the political implications of their decision making.
 
Republican governors look forward to replacing ”Obamacare” with legislation that will follow
these guiding principles to improve health outcomes and contain costs.
 
Gov. Bob McDonnell of Virginia is the chairman of the Republican Governors Association.
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From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 11:51 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: GOP Govs Unveil Medicaid Reform Principles
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org
 

GOP Govs Unveil Medicaid Reform Principles
 
29 Republican governors unveiled today seven guiding principles for reforming Medicaid in a
letter written to Senator Orrin Hatch, Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Finance
and Representative Fred Upton, Chairman of the House Committee on Energy and
Commerce.
 
The principles will serve as the framework for future specific recommendations from the
governors as they begin what will be an ongoing dialogue with Congress as it weighs how to
reform Medicaid.
 
“Aside from the full repeal of Obamacare, no issue is more important to fixing our nation’s
healthcare system than improving Medicaid,” said RGA Chairman Rick Perry. “Governors
must be given the flexibility to craft solutions based on their states’ specific needs without
constantly needing to ask the federal government for permission.”
 
“Medicaid is on an unsustainable trajectory that threatens the fiscal health of our states and
the nation,” said RGA Policy Chairman Haley Barbour. “Just as governors answered the call
to help reform the welfare system in the 1990’s, today’s Republican governors are committed
to working with Congress to reform Medicaid.”
 
The seven principles are:
 

1.      States and territories are best able to make decisions about the design of their healthcare
systems based on the respective needs, culture and values of each state.

 
2.      States and territories should also have the opportunity to innovate by using flexible,



accountable financing mechanisms that are transparent and that hold states accountable for
efficiency and quality healthcare.  Such mechanisms may include a block grant, a capped
allotment outside of a waiver, or other accountable and transparent financing approaches.

 
3.      Medicaid should be focused on quality, value-based and patient-centered programs that

work in concert to improve the health of our states’ citizens and drive value over volume,
quality over quantity, at the same time containing costs. 

 
4.      States and territories must be able to streamline and simplify the eligibility process to

ensure coverage for those most in need, and states must be able to enforce reasonable cost
sharing for those able to pay.

 
5.      States and territories can provide Medicaid recipients a choice in their healthcare coverage

plans, just as many have in the private market, if they are able to leverage the existing
insurance marketplace through innovative support mechanisms.   

 
6.      Territories must be ensured full integration into the federal healthcare system so they can

provide healthcare coverage to those in need with the flexibility afforded to the states.
 

7.      States must have greater flexibility in eligibility, financing and service delivery in order to
provide long-term services and support that keep pace with the people Medicaid serves.
New federal requirements threaten to stifle state innovation and investment.  In addition,
since dual eligibles now constitute 39 percent of Medicaid spending, Medicare policies that
shift costs to the states must be reversed and the innovative power of states should be
rewarded by a shared-savings program that allows full flexibility to target and deliver
services, which are cost-effective for both state and federal taxpayers.

 
A copy of the letter is attached. Gov. Rick Snyder has sent a separate letter to Chairman 
Upton.
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: GOP lawmakers urge states on Medicaid
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 4:49:42 PM

FYI. A Number of your Congressional Members are mentioned.
 
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0612/78041.html
 

GOP lawmakers urge states on Medicaid
By: Manu Raju
June 29, 2012 05 08 PM EDT

Republican lawmakers are urging their home-state governors to drop out of the Medicaid

expansion that was part of Barack Obama’s health care law now that the Supreme Court

has given them a way out.

In interviews on Friday, GOP House and Senate lawmakers said their states should

seriously consider rejecting the law’s provision for wider Medicaid coverage, which would

gut the law’s expanded insurance coverage if many states decide to opt out.

“No, I don’t,” said Rep. Phil Gingrey (R-Ga.) when asked whether Republican Gov.

Nathan Deal should keep his state under the new Medicaid program.

“It’s a big increase in cost that the state government will have to incur and Medicaid is

already unaffordable in Pennsylvania, as it is for most states,” said Sen. Pat Toomey (R-

Pa.). “I think they’ll have to weigh the option very seriously of not going for that expansion.

“

“I think they should” drop out, said GOP Rep. Tom Rooney, referring to his home-state of

Florida. “The more [states], the better. … Anything that a state can do to try to water it

down, the better.”

“I can’t imagine they’re going to do that,” Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.)

told POLITICO when asked if he believed Kentucky should go along with the Medicaid

program. “The governor, our Democratic governor, has already said he has no idea how

they’d be able to pay for it.”

Like most governors, Kentucky Gov. Steven Beshear (D) has issued a cautious response

to the Supreme Court decision, saying he was weighing all his options, despite earlier

raising cost concerns with the program.

Under the 2010 health law, the Medicaid expansion would cover 16 million people, mostly

paid for by the federal government. The law says that the federal government will initially

cover the costs of the expansion between 2014 and 2016, but it eventually will phase

down to picking up about 90 percent of the costs by 2020, shifting some of the burden

onto the states.

If states refused to go along, the law allowed the government to cut off federal dollars for

their current Medicaid programs, a prospect that prompted litigation from states’ attorneys

general.

Under Chief Justice John Roberts’s ruling that upheld the individual mandate and much of

the health care law, the court said that the federal government could not penalize the

states by withholding those Medicaid funds for those that refused to comply. Now, the

states have the choice to decide whether to participate in the program, which would cover

those under 133 percent of the federal poverty line starting in 2014.

If states choose to forgo the option, it could leave millions of poorer citizens in a lurch

since the health care law was structured to ensure Medicaid covered their health care



costs.

“I cannot believe any reasonable public official wouldn’t want to provide health insurance,”

said Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) when asked about his Republican Gov. John Kasich.

Recognizing that states are in a politically thorny situation, some prospective Mitt Romney

running mates took a more cautious stance on Friday.

“We need to look at it, we’re doing some research on it … and it needs to be a decision

based on the facts: coverage and expense,” said Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio). “I know

they want much more flexibility.”

Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) said: “I respect whatever decision they make. I think they are

not supportive of Obamacare, and certainly the implications of what it means to the state

budget. Many states would be bankrupted by that measure.”

Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) said his guess is that South Dakota “may opt not to go along

with that” but he didn’t “want to tell [Gov. Dennis Daugaard] what to do.”

“That’s a conversation obviously I’ll have to have with my governor on that,” Thune said

Friday.

Many Republicans struggled Friday to lay out how to handle underprivileged voters who

could be affected if states choose not go along. Gingrey said those at 133 percent of

poverty level have “got a little bit more money in their pocket than those who are at 100

percent of the federal poverty level.”

Added Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.): “Medicaid is an important safety net for

our most vulnerable, for the disabled, and I’m concerned about promises that were made

in the bill that I want to make sure that we’re continuing to protect the intended population

that Medicaid is targeting.”

Still, other Republicans seemed ready to see their states exercise their option to drop out

of the Obama program.

“It really would be difficult to justify going forward when you’re really struggling to pay for

[other] programs,” said Sen. John Boozman (R-Ark.).

Sen. Mike Johanns (R-Neb.) added that GOP Gov. Dave Heineman’s “choices here are to

cut other programs, that’s mostly education, K-12 and higher education, or raise taxes.

And we don’t want to raise taxses in our state, so there you go. Expand Medicaid, and

then you’ve got to cut other programs.”

© 2012 POLITICO LLC
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Cc: "Marie T. Sanderson"; "Mike Schrimpf"
Subject: Gov Daniels Statement
Date: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 2:48:56 PM

MEDIA ADVISORY
April 5, 2011
 
Here’s a statement from Governor Daniels about the FY 2012 Budget Resolution
released today by the House Budget Committee:
 
“The House budget resolution is the first serious proposal produced by either party to deal
with the overriding issue of our time.  The national debt we are amassing threatens the
livelihood and the liberty of every single American, and in particular the life prospects of our
young people.
 
“Anyone criticizing this plan without offering a specific and equally bold program of his own
has failed in the public duty to be honest and clear with Americans about the gravest danger
we are facing together.”
 
 
 
 
Deborah Hohlt
202-624-1474 (office)

 (cell)
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Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 3:41 PM
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Leadership Supports House GOP Budget; Calls for Medicaid

Block Grants
 

Leaders of the Republican Governors Association sent a letter today to Representative Paul
Ryan, Chairman of the House Budget Committee, supporting his budget proposal and calling
for Medicaid block grants.
 
The letter was signed by RGA Chairman Rick Perry, Vice Chairman Bob McDonnell, Policy
Chairman Haley Barbour and Policy Vice Chairman Chris Christie.
 
A copy of the letter is attached and below:
 
Dear Chairman Ryan:
 
On behalf of Republican Governors, we applaud the bold FY 2012 budget proposal you announced
today. The House Republican budget halts the out of control spending spree of recent years, and
imposes a back to basics, fiscal discipline that voters clearly asked for in last November’s mid-
term elections. It also gives businesses the certainty they need to create jobs and accelerate the
engines of economic growth.
 
We appreciate the many innovative reforms this budget will demand; the current path forward is



unsustainable. As House Republican leadership redesigns programs to implement this budget,
federal restrictions on Governors’ ability to freely govern must be eliminated. Republican
Governors are ready to assist you. 
 
Medicaid reform is welcome and the Republican Governors overwhelmingly support the creation
of a Medicaid block grant program. This well established approach will give states the freedom to
innovate, share best practices, and create cost-effective ways to deliver quality health care to our
most vulnerable populations.  We appreciate this effort because The Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) does not provide the flexibility states need for the challenges of
today or tomorrow. Medicaid remains an antiquated, federal maze of regulations and mandates
focused on process instead of quality health care. It requires months and sometimes years of
negotiations for even modest changes, “perhaps” resulting in a positive outcome at the end of the
process. This practice must stop if Governors are to contain costs and provide a safety net for our
citizens; we know their needs far better than the federal government. We cannot do the jobs we
were elected to do while continuing to be hampered by a federal program that stifles innovation
and handcuffs state flexibility.
 
Chairman Ryan, your Medicaid proposals are far superior to those envisioned in the PPACA. As
you know, Republican Governors have urged the President to support an expedited review of the
court cases associated with the new law; its federal command and control approach does not
address the health care needs of the 21st century.
 
We commend your leadership during these challenging economic times. We are thankful for the
opportunity to work with you and the entire House leadership to ensure that Governors are leading
the necessary government reforms you seek.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
Governor Rick Perry
 
Texas
 
Governor Robert F. McDonnell
 
Virginia
 
 
Governor Haley Barbour
 
Mississippi
 
 
Governor Chris Christie
 
New Jersey
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Please find the below thought-proving healthcare piece from our RGPPC Healthcare
Chairman, Governor Bobby Jindal.  Worth the read.
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Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
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Governor Bobby Jindal:
Patients Over Bureaucrats
 
Once the United States Supreme Court reminds our constitutional lawyer professor-turned-
President of the existence of the Tenth Amendment and the limits of the Commerce Clause,
thereby repealing Obamacare, the natural question becomes, what’s next?  All of the
problems that existed before President Obama, then-Speaker Pelosi, and Senate Majority
Leader Reid forced through a bill to raise hundreds of billions of dollars in taxes, cut
Medicare spending, and create yet another entitlement program we cannot afford will still
exist.  
 
The American health care system has many well documented flaws, but reminds me of
Churchill’s description of democracy as the “worst form of government, except for all those
other forms that have been tried.”  Surely, our health care system is too expensive, leaves too
many families without coverage, and is plagued by redundant paperwork and procedures. 
Yet, at its best, there is no better.  When your child or parent is sick, you don’t wish they
could be treated elsewhere.  But, you might be worried about how you are going to pay for
the medical bills after they get better.
 
The President often promised that he would bend the health care cost curve down, and I just
wish he had succeeded, or even really tried, and had done so in a way that maximizes our
freedom.  Health care reform is filled with confusing acronyms and large numbers, but really
comes down to one simple question: Who do we want making our health care decisions?  Do



we want doctors and their patients in charge or do we want government bureaucrats in
charge?  Since health care is such a personal matter – impacting us when we are the most
vulnerable - and also expensive – consuming an increasingly larger share of our economy,
how we answer this question may be one of the most important domestic policy decisions we
make.        
 
President Obama has made it clear his answer involves a top down government run approach
that, as President Reagan famously said, “would have the efficiency of the Postal Service and
the compassion of the I.R.S.”  I was no great fan of the late Senator Ted Kennedy’s policies
or politics, but did admire his philosophical consistency and dogged determination to get to a
single payer system.  I only wish more of our Republican members of Congress displayed
those same traits in defense of a consumer based system.  Senator Kennedy would pursue
incremental steps or huge leaps towards government run health care, depending on the
political circumstances, but he always worked to move the system in his direction.  We need
Republicans in Washington to stop viewing health care as simply a Democratic issue and to
stop thinking they have achieved victory when they merely adopt a cheaper version of the
Democratic plan.  Over the years, Republican members of Congress have slowed down the
other side, but have not prevented government from taking over more and more of our health
care system.  Indeed, the government is soon expected to pay for half of all health care
spending, with that portion continuing to increase.
 
So, what next?  How do we strengthen and improve a consumer based health care system? 
Let’s consider three main purchasers of health care – Medicare, Medicaid, and private
insurance.
 
Medicare
 
The recent trustees report confirms what everyone already knows, but most in Washington
want to ignore.  Medicare is going broke, based on solvency of the hospital trust fund,
percentage of GDP spent, growth in spending versus revenues, etc.  The program today
wastes billions of taxpayer dollars each year in fraud and waste, while trapping seniors in a
system drowning in what the Mayo Clinic once counted as 130,000 pages of rules and
regulations.  Len Nichols described the program as the federal government trying to set
10,000 prices in 3,000 counties, making the Pentagon’s $400 hammers and $600 toilet seats
look quaint by comparison.  The Left wants to raise payroll taxes, while Congress and the
bureaucrats continue to make political decisions on how much services should cost, which
treatments are covered, and how often patients can visit their providers.  The consumer based
alternative is to adopt a premium support model, similar to the one used for federal
employees, Members of Congress, and many in the private sector, to subsidize the majority
of the premiums paid by seniors free to choose their own health care plan which best meets
their needs.
 
Medicaid
 
The Medicaid program, jointly financed and overseen by the states and the federal
government, continues to overwhelm state budgets, consuming more scarce tax dollars and
threatening funding for schools and roads, while failing to deliver health care efficiently. 
While welfare reform continues to stand as one of the most impressive recent domestic
policy accomplishments to come from Washington, not exactly a high bar, liberal advocacy
groups pressured Congress to inexplicably exclude Medicaid.  States need to be freed from



the D.C. bureaucracy.  The same local flexibility, accountability based on outcomes not
process, and an emphasis on helping the poor to thrive in the mainstream that succeeded in
transforming welfare will work with Medicaid.  There is no excuse for a continued “separate
but equal” health care system in this day and age.  Democrats have blocked various
Republican attempts to block grant the Medicaid program for years, while ignoring the pleas
of governors from both parties for regulatory relief and an end to the unfunded mandates. 
 
At the very least, Congress should allow states to opt-in to a more flexible long-term funding
arrangement; the Obama Administration could accomplish this through waivers, but won’t. 
States would receive guaranteed federal funding, adjusted on a per capita basis to account for
economic cycles, and would agree to predictable federal funding caps set lower than current
predicted growth rates in exchange for relief from federal regulations.  States would have the
freedom to design programs that best meet their people’s needs, combined with an incentive
to lower costs rather than game the system.  Instead of the federal government designing one
size fits all eligibility requirements and micromanaging benefit designs and copayment rules,
states would be required to focus on improving health outcomes for their vulnerable
populations.  At the very least, Washington should allow states to start such a program for the
able bodied populations, i.e., those who qualify for Medicaid primarily due to income and not
health status, which comprise the majority of Medicaid beneficiaries, while considering
special protections for the elderly and disabled.
 
Here is a radical thought – why not free the states to focus their efforts and spending on
helping beneficiaries get better paying jobs so they can afford their own health care and
break the cycle of dependence?  Why not use more Medicaid spending to subsidize private
coverage, rather than building public bureaucracies, as a transition to the independence
envisioned in welfare reform?
 
Private Coverage
 
The American health insurance marketplace simply does not work as it should today.  It
actually does not resemble any reasonably functioning insurance system.  The idea of
insurance should be to pool risk over large populations and time to protect individuals against
unpredictable and potentially overwhelming risk.  Obviously, different people with different
income, assets, and medical conditions will have different levels of overwhelming risk.  Yet,
health insurance, especially individual coverage, today often effectively screens out the sick,
offering coverage when we least need it, and too often simply offers prepaid health care
coverage. 
 
A good way to understand the failings of the marketplace is to compare health care insurance
with other insurance.  For example, most of us don’t file claims with our auto insurers for
every ding our car doors get in the parking lot, knowing the resulting increase in premiums
and hassle in paperwork aren’t worth the payout.  We either pay to fix the car door ourselves
or live with the scratches.  Yet, we have been trained to expect first dollar coverage for minor
procedures, while more and more employers and plans are capping coverage with episodic,
annual, or lifetime limits.  Also, most of us aren’t frustrated at the end of the year that our
homes haven’t flooded or burned down, expecting refunds for our property insurance
premiums.  We don’t set fire to a bedroom at the end of the year to ensure we get our
money’s worth!  Yet, many patients flood their doctors’ offices or refill prescriptions early
towards the end of the year once they have exceeded their deductibles, determined to get
their money’s worth.    



 
Part of the problem is that our health insurance system has evolved over time almost by
accident in response to wage controls, tax policies, and other pressures so that most
Americans get their coverage through their employers.  The resulting subsidy and economies
of scale are important benefits, but it is time to modernize our health care system since
neither the status quo nor the President’s prescribed fix is acceptable.
 
Just as technology is transforming our society and empowering the individual, our health care
system must also evolve from a top down approach, run by either insurance or government
bureaucrats, to a bottom up system where patients make decisions.  We need more
transparency, where individuals have access to pricing and easily understandable and
comparable outcomes and quality data via the internet and also have portable electronic
health care records, so that patients can easily navigate what could otherwise be a confusing,
potentially scary, and highly technical array of options.  Consumers should share in the
savings of best practices and have more, not less, access to health savings accounts and other
tax advantaged financing mechanisms that reward them for seeking care in cost-effective
settings, reducing the likelihood of chronic disease, complying with medical regimens, and
applying savings towards future health care costs.  Insurance must be made portable across
state lines and jobs, and accompanied by policies that reduce the dangers of adverse risk
selection with the least amount of intrusion into the markets and our lives (e.g., reinsurance,
high-risk pools, fixed open enrollment periods).  Consumers, including those working for or
owning a small business, must have the opportunity to purchase coverage through voluntary
pools, whether through trade associations or churches or unions or whatever, to enjoy the
same benefits of scale currently offered to those receiving care through large employers or the
government.  Payment should be for performance, not activity, rewarding integrated networks
offering coordinated care, disease management, and preventative care.  Frivolous lawsuit
reform is a critical component of a reformed health marketplace that will save billions of
dollars while also reducing overutilization.  Finally, those needing help to afford their care
should get that help via refundable tax credits to subsidize the cost of private coverage rather
than building another government-run health plan.
 
Churchill also said about the American people, “We can always count on the Americans to
do the right thing, after they have exhausted all the other possibilities.”  With Obamacare, we
have certainly exhausted all the other possibilities; now is the time to do the right thing and
reform our health care system to empower the patient instead of the bureaucrats.
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SCOTT: Florida will not implement Obamacare
Health law treats symptoms, not the disease
By Gov. Rick Scott

 

Obamacare, in its effort to force everyone into a health insurance plan, is attempting to treat a

symptom - the uninsured - rather than the cause of the problem.

I think everyone agrees there are far too many who want health insurance and can’t get it. But

the truth is, the real problem isn’t with health insurance. The underlying cause is the rapidly

increasing cost of health care.

Instead of forcing people into another big-government program that eliminates natural incentives

to keep costs down, we should be focused on free-market reforms that make health care more

affordable. With costs lowered, more people would have access to medical doctors and services,

and we wouldn’t have to place another heavy burden on taxpayers to make it work.

After the U.S. Supreme Court’s stunning pronouncement on Obamacare, all 50 governors face

two big decisions:

1. Do we let the federal government impose a massive Medicaid expansion on us?

2. Do we establish a state insurance exchange or let the federal government come in and run it?

My answer is simple. No. We just can’t afford it.

Medicaid is the fastest-growing part of our state budget. And unlike thefederal government,

which isn’t required to balance its budget, we could only pay for expanding Medicaid by

increasing taxes or cutting from other parts of the budget. Expanding Medicaid puts other vital

government functions, such as education, public safety and infrastructure, at risk. That is not

something I am willing to do.

History repeatedly has shown that the costs of many government health care programs far

exceed early projections. This daunting reality is not unique to Florida. Washington acts as if it’s

doing states a favor by covering the first few years of expanded Medicaid payments, but where

does it think those tax dollars are coming from? Floridians, as well as taxpayers from every other

state, are the ones footing the bill. Furthermore, once the responsibility begins to shift away from



the federal government, states will be left to start picking up the tab, putting too much pressure

on state budgets.

We already have safety-net programs that cover the needs of the most vulnerable in our state.

But if we don’t implement a real solution to our health care and economic problems, there will

never be enough programs to meet the demand. Since 2009, I’ve advocated a solution that

implements four pillars of free-market reforms: choice, competition, accountability and personal

responsibility.

Choice: Patients should be able to choose their own doctors. Providers should not force families

to buy a plan with services they don’t intend to use. By giving every American a choice,

providers are naturally forced to compete if they want to stay in business.

Competition: People should be allowed to buy a health insurance product across state lines, and

they also should know the prices upfront. You wouldn’t buy a car or groceries without knowing

the price, and you shouldn’t have to choose your health care services and providers without

knowing how much it’s going to cost you. Patients should be able to easily find out the cost for

services before they receive them.

Accountability: Government should be giving the same health insurance tax breaks to individuals

that they give to employers. People should be able to own their own health plans.

Personal responsibility: Let’s reward people for taking care of themselves. Good drivers are

rewarded with lower auto insurance policy rates. Life insurers give preferred rates for healthy

lifestyles. The same should apply for health insurance.

As governor of the great state of Florida, I am committed to breaking the cycle of dependence on

public assistance. As a person who lived in public housing as a child, I know that cycle can be

broken. And I want all of us to have the chance to live our version of the American dream.

For this to happen, we need to focus on the real problem with our health care system, the costs.

We need to reduce the high price of health care and help the unemployed get jobs so more

people can afford the care they need and more employers can afford to offer health insurance.

That’s what I’m focused on in Florida. The more opportunity we provide for people to get a

quality education and a job, without raising their cost of living, the more we can improve the

quality of life for everyone.

Rick Scott is the Republican governor of Florida.

 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Phil Cox; Monica Block; Larissa Ziemann; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: Governors" Call- July 3, 11:30 AM-12:00 PM (EDT)
Date: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 4:09:45 PM

Dear Chief of Staff:
 
CC: Action Officers
CC: Schedulers
CC: Healthcare advisors
 
A RGPPC Governors’ Only conference call will be held on Tuesday, July 3rd:
11:30 AM - 12:00 PM (EDT) to discuss the PPACA Supreme Court decision. A copy
of this email is being sent to your schedulers. On this call, a brief summary
 of the decision will be provided, and governors will discuss what the
decision means for their state as well as next steps. Please have your
schedulers RSVP for your governor to Larissa Ziemann at LZiemann@rga.org. A
conference line and agenda will be provided at that time.
 
A reminder that it is likely that a SCOTUS PPACA decision will occur on
Thursday.  Your communication teams have been provided talking points and
information regarding our rapid response communication line.  In addition,
RGPPC will forward materials and interpretations of the decision as we get
them.
 
As previously noted, please make every accommodation possible to have your
governor join the July 3rd call with other governors.  As always, don’t
hesitate to contact us if you need more information.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
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February 09, 2011 

President Barack Obama 

The White House 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear Mr. President: 

 The undersigned governors hereby express our strong support for an expedited appeal of the 

Virginia and Florida health care lawsuits recently decided in favor of the states.  We respectfully ask that 

you direct the United States Department of Justice to support an expedited appellate process for each case 

to reach the United States Supreme Court as soon as possible in order to resolve the significant 

constitutional issues presented, which we all agree are of national importance. 

Regardless of our respective positions on the merits of the policies in the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act (PPACA), every state faces significant challenges and expenses implementing 

PPACA over the next several years.  Additionally, there is little doubt that the cases will ultimately be 

decided by the Supreme Court.  This request for expedited review takes no position on PPACA, but seeks 

only to obtain the Supreme Court’s final determination as soon as possible.  

Given the daunting and costly financial and regulatory burdens that our states and the private 

sector will face in implementing PPACA over the coming years,  particularly during this unprecedented 

budgetary time, public interest requires expediting a final resolution of the litigation to give certainty as 

soon as possible.  We should not endure years of litigation in the circuit courts, when the Supreme Court 

can promptly provide finality.  This resolution can help prevent the states and the private sector from 

undertaking potentially unnecessary measures and expenses.  More importantly, our businesses, health 

care providers, and citizens of our great nation need to know as soon as possible whether all or part of the 

law will be upheld or stricken, so they know their options and obligations.   

To that end, we respectfully ask that you promptly support an expedited appellate process for 

each of the pending cases to achieve quick resolution by the United States Supreme Court and to 

encourage the United States Department of Justice to join these efforts. 

Thank you for your consideration and prompt attention to this important national matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

                                               

Governor Robert Bentley                                  Governor Sean Parnell 

Alabama      Alaska 
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Governor Janice K. Brewer                                        Governor Rick Scott 

Arizona       Florida      

     

Governor-Nathan Deal     Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter  

Georgia       Idaho  

    

Governor Mitch Daniels           Governor Terry E. Branstad 

Indiana              Iowa  

 

    

Governor Sam Brownback    Governor Bobby Jindal 

Kansas       Louisiana 

     

Governor Paul R. LePage         Governor Rick Snyder  

Maine             Michigan  

   

Governor Haley Barbour    Governor David Heineman 

Mississippi      Nebraska 

 

   

Governor Brian Sandoval    Governor Chris Christie 

Nevada       New Jersey 
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Governor Susana Martinez    Governor Jack Dalrymple 

New Mexico      North Dakota 

     

Governor John R. Kasich                  Governor Tom Corbett   

Ohio        Pennsylvania  

                       

Governor Nikki Haley                                       Governor Dennis Daugaard  

South Carolina      South Dakota  

                                          

Governor Bill Haslam     Governor Rick Perry  

Tennessee      Texas 

     

                      

Governor Gary R. Herbert    Governor Robert F. McDonnell 

Utah       Virginia  

 

                                  

Governor Scott Walker     Governor Matthew H. Mead    

Wisconsin      Wyoming 

 



From: Debbie Hohlt
To: "Aneet Makin"@spam.ok.gov; "Bob Schwaneberg"; "Brian Mitchell"@spam.ok.gov; "Candace Whitfield";

Cheryl.Jaeger@mail.house.gov; Clapton, Chuck (HELP Committee); "Dan Elling"; Deborah M. Hohlt; Dennis
Smith; Dona DeLeon; Emily Porter; Howard Cohen; Jeannemarie Davis; Jen Ungru; John Callahan; Katie
Altshuler; Katherin Yoder; Kathi Mueller; "Katy Spangler"; Ken Serafin; Khosla, Jay (Hatch); Kristi Craig; Marie
Sanderson; Mimi Hedgcock; Raab, Scott (McConnell); Robert Spendlove; Seema Verma; Stephanie Carlton;
Swann, Lanier (McConnell); Texas; Will Kinzel

Subject: Governors Letter on Exchanges
Date: Monday, February 07, 2011 8:29:39 AM
Attachments: Sebelius Exchange Letter - version 4.pdf

And, here’s the letter….

From: Chris Jacobs 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 8:15 AM
To: Chris Jacobs
Subject: Daniels Op-Ed on State Flexibility
 
In case you hadn’t seen it, Indiana’s Governor Mitch Daniels has an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal
this morning discussing how the current health care law impedes on states’ ability to manage their
Medicaid programs and insurance markets – along with a list of potential solutions that could yield
more productive outcomes than Washington-based mandates and diktats.  Also of note:  The article
makes Daniels the second governor to warn about states “dumping” their employees into the new
insurance Exchanges (thus forcing federal taxpayers to subsidize more participants in same),
following the concerns articulated in an October op-ed in the Journal by Tennessee’s then-
Governor, Democrat Phil Bredesen.
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946

An ObamaCare Appeal From the States
Twenty-one governors representing more than 115 million
Americans have written to Kathleen Sebelius asking for
more flexibility on health-care reform.

By MITCH DANIELS

Unless you're in favor of a fully nationalized health-care system, the president's health-care
reform law is a massive mistake. It will amplify all the big drivers of overconsumption and
excessive pricing: "Why not, it's free?" reimbursement; "The more I do, the more I get"
provider payment; and all the defensive medicine the trial bar's ingenuity can generate.

All claims made for it were false. It will add trillions to the federal deficit. It will lead to a de
facto government takeover of health care faster than most people realize, and as millions of
Americans are added to the Medicaid rolls and millions more employees (including, watch
for this, workers of bankrupt state governments) are dumped into the new exchanges.



Many of us governors are hoping for either a judicial or legislative rescue from this
impending disaster, and recent court decisions suggest there's a chance of that. But we can't
count on a miracle—that's only permitted in Washington policy making. We have no choice
but to prepare for the very real possibility that the law takes effect in 2014.

For state governments, the bill presents huge new costs, as we are required to enroll 15
million to 20 million more people in our Medicaid systems. In Indiana, our independent
actuaries have pegged the price to state taxpayers at $2.6 billion to $3 billion over the next 10
years. This is a huge burden for our state, and yet another incremental expenditure the law's
authors declined to account for truthfully.

Perhaps worse, the law expects to conscript the states as its agents in its takeover of health
care. It assumes that we will set up and operate its new insurance "exchanges" for it, using
our current welfare apparatuses to do the numbingly complex work of figuring out who is
eligible for its subsidies, how much each person or family is eligible for, redetermining this
eligibility regularly, and more. Then, we are supposed to oversee all the insurance plans in
the exchanges for compliance with Washington's dictates about terms and prices.

The default option if any state declines to participate is for the federal government to operate
an exchange directly. Which got me thinking: If the new law is not repealed by 2013, what
could be done to reshape it in the direction of freedom and genuine cost control?

I have written to Kathleen Sebelius, secretary of Health and Services (HHS), saying that if
her department wants Indiana to run its program for it, we will do so under the following
conditions:

• We are given the flexibility to decide which insurers are permitted to offer their products.

• All the law's expensive benefit mandates are waived, so that our citizens aren't forced to buy
benefits they don't need and have a range of choice that includes more affordable plans.

• The law's provisions discriminating against consumer-driven plans, such as health savings
accounts, are waived.

• We are given the freedom to move Medicaid beneficiaries into the exchange, or to utilize
new approaches to the traditional program, instead of herding hundreds of thousands more
people into today's broken Medicaid system.

• Our state is reimbursed the true, full cost of the administrative burden to be imposed upon
us, based on the estimate of an auditor independent of HHS.

• A trustworthy projection is commissioned, by a research organization independent of the
department, of how many people are likely to wind up in the exchange, given the large
incentives for employers to save money by off-loading their workers.

Obviously, this is a very different system than the one the legislation intends. Health care
would be much more affordable, minus all the mandates, and plus the consumer
consciousness that comes with health savings accounts and their kin. Customer choice would
be dramatically enhanced by the state's ability to allow more insurers to participate and offer
consumer-driven plans. Through greater flexibility in the management of Medicaid, the state
might be able to reduce substantially the hidden tax increase that forced expansion of the



program will impose.

Most fundamentally, the system we are proposing requires Washington to abandon most of
the command-and-control aspects of the law as written. It steers away from nanny-state
paternalism by assuming, recognizing and reinforcing the dignity of all our citizens and their
right to make health care's highly personal decisions for themselves.

So why would Ms. Sebelius and HHS agree to this de facto rewrite of their treasured
accomplishment? A glance at the recent fiasco of high-risk pools provides the answer. When
a majority of states, including Indiana, declined to participate in setting up these pools, which
cover those with high-cost, existing conditions, the task fell to HHS. As widely reported, it
went poorly, with costs far above predictions and only a tiny fraction of the expected
population signing up.

If the feds can't manage this little project, what should we expect if they attempt it on a scale
hundreds of times larger and more complex? If it were only Indiana asking, I have no doubt
that HHS would ignore us. But Indiana is not alone. So far, 21 states—including
Pennsylvania, Texas and Louisiana—have signed the same letter. We represent more than
115 million Americans. Washington's attempt to set up eligibility and exchange bureaucracies
in all these places would invite a first-rate operational catastrophe.

If there's to be a train wreck, we governors would rather be spectators than conductors. But if
the federal government is willing to reroute the train to a different, more productive track, we
are here to help.

Mr. Daniels, a Republican, is the governor of Indiana.



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 

Rubert F. McDonnell 
Governor 

The Honorable John Boehner 
Office of the Speaker 
H-232 The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515 

Office of the Governor 
February 14, 2011 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
361-A Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Speaker Boehner and Senator McConnell: 

Congratulations on your efforts to begin restoring the American people's confidence in 
our representative democracy. The nation's desire to return to its values of individual 
responsibility, competitive markets, and limited and more effective government is clear. 
Applying these principles in the legislative process will lead to significant economic growth and 
job creation. 

In Virginia, as I have said publicly many times through multiple venues, including recent 
testimony before Congress, we firmly believe that the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (PP ACA) is flawed and sections are unconstitutional. I signed legislation prohibiting 
mandates on individuals to purchase health insurance, and the Commonwealth was the first state 
to file suit challenging the constitutionality of PPACA. As you know, we were also the first state 
to have a successful ruling to that effect by a federal District Court. There has now been a 
second in Florida. We are joining with the majority of states to urge the Administration to seek a 
quick review and ultimate resolution of this issue by the United States Supreme Court in order to 
save time and money, and create finality and certainty. 

While Virginia is opposed to PPACA, we also recognize that our health care system can 
be improved. Virginia, like all states, does not get the full value that we should from our health 
care expenditures. This results in a decrease of access to care which in-turn increases the burden 
on the safety net and taxpayers. Additionally, it adds expense for our businesses, limits our 
ability to attract international business, and makes our products more expensive. Our economic 
viability depends in part on reining in the costs associated with health care. 

The complex web of new programs, agencies and bureaucracies created by PP ACA is 
stifling. The lack of flexibility, rigid maintenance of eligibility (MOE) requirements, and flood 
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of mandates will drive the cost of Medicaid up an additional $2 billion by 2022. This is on top 
of a program in Virginia that has already grown l 600% since 1985, from about $230 million to 
$3.4 billion, and now consumes 20% of the total state General Fund budget. Governors around 
the country, in both parties, are grappling with the unsustainable, unfunded burdens PPACA will 
put on the states if it is not stricken or repealed. 

As we look ahead to your stated goal of repeal and replacement of the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act, we must remember that health system reform remains a critical issue 
for states. Virginia, along with her sister states, needs certainty about what is both expected and 
permitted in order to plan carefully and invest wisely. Any federal health system reform must 
provide states maximum flexibility in order to carry out reforms consistent with their own 
values, financial climate, and needs of their citizens. The best national framework for health 
reform will improve the health of our country and strengthen the competitive position of our 
businesses while saving our taxpayers resources. 

For these reasons, I created the Virginia Health Reform Initiative (VHRI). The purposes 
of VHRI are to implement PPACA in the least burdensome and bureaucratic manner for 
Virginia, while recommending other innovative healthcare solutions that meet the needs of 
Virginia's citizens and government. The Initiative will ensure that meaningful reform is 
achieved throughout the Commonwealth. There is a desire to see that the health care delivery 
system as a whole is positively impacted as a result of the work accomplished through the 
initiative. From insurance and payment reforms to how care is delivered, the initiative will work 
with stakeholders to reduce costs and improve quality. Just as Virginia is leading the opposition 
to PPACA, we believe we can also help lead the nation by establishing a model of innovative 
state based health reform. 

The initial work of Virginia's Health Reform Initiative suggests a way forward for Congress. 
O~r couulltrry mus¢ clnange ltnow n.t purchases both iimsunirance and health care 1if we are to 
make sustainable improvements jn ouir dlelivery system. 

HeaDth Caire as a Marlketplace 
From Adam Smith, we learned that markets require willing buyers and sellers, price 

transparency, and few barriers to entry into the marketplace. Health caire is probablly the sector 
olf our economy inn which market forces are most Ilimitedl. Rather than continuing towards a 
single payer system that is the inevitable result of the requirements, incentives, and penalties in 
the PP ACA, Congress should focus on enabling individuals and organizations to both purchase 
and provide services with full knowledge of pricing and value provided. 

Congress couD<ll o1ffeir indlivftdluals tax declluctions equivalent to employer deductions 
afllld alllow tD:aenn ¢0 seDect ¢befr own healthcare fonding plan without financial penaDfy. The 
relentless increase in demand and cost for health care is caused by the separation between the 
buyer and the payer both in purchasing insurance and care. An important opportunity to increase 
accountability is to encourage individual markets for the purchase of products to fund health and 
health care services. When individuals choose for themselves, there is less need for "protection" 
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in the form of regulation and mandates on employers. Giving business the option of moving 
healthcare costs off their balance sheets should improve their competitive position. Employees 
should see an increase in their wages and the knowledge of the full cost of their insurance policy 
will encourage healthier behavior. 

Market-based! reform must encourage development of markets in insurance 
prro<llucts. Individuals should be able to aggregate in a number of ways to obtain their policies. 
The heaDah lbe.11nelfn¢ exchange concept has some merit, but should not necessarily be an exclusive 
franchise in each state. Each state should have maximum flexibility to develop or encourage the 
development of private sector exchanges or use some other mecharusm to create a better 
insurance market. In Virgiilla, it is possible that more than one exchange may arise in order to 
meet the needs of various markets. 

Congress must lbrreak ¢Jlie stranglehold of the federal payment system by transforming 
the payment mechanisms mandated for Medicare and Medicaid by the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS). Price controls stifle innovation and do not work in any area of the 
economy. Many options for payment reform exist. To the extent that the federal government 
purchases services, it must pay for value and not volume. Moving away from price controls and 
toward a defined contribution methodology would allow for implementation of best practices and 
reward the effort and increased expense of adding value at every stage of the health care delivery 
and financing system. lPirovlidlers must be rewar<lledl for the value tlliey produce. Continuing 
the current top down system in both Medicare and Medicaid will drive the nation towards an 
ineffective, "lowest common denominator single payer system." 

M:edlicaidl Comcenns 
Virgirua's Medicaid program is the second largest program in Virginia's state general 

fund budget. The non-stimulus federal match rate for Virginia is 50 percent (this rate goes back 
into effect on July 1, 2011 ). In state fiscal year 2012, the Medicaid budget is 20. 7 percent of the 
state only portion of the budget of $16.0 billion. In state fiscal year 2010, the total Medicaid 
expenditures were $6.55 billion (both state and federal funds) which provided health care to a 
monthly average of over 800,000 Virginians and more than one million individuals over the 
entire year. 

Over the pas¢ ten years, the number oJf people enroliecll in the Virginia Mecllicaid 
prograllll has increased more tftnan 39 percent and spending bas growll1 by nearlly $4 billion 
(state and federal). The three key drivers have been a concerted outreach to enroll more 
children, increases in the number of aged and disabled individuals enrolled in home and 
community based waiver programs, and most recently, the cyclical impact of economy. This 
enrollment growth has occurred despite the fact that Virginia's eligibility criteria are among the 
strictest in the nation. 

Even prior to the passage of PP ACA, Medicaid growth was tmsustainablle. If 
implemented as currently written, both in numbers of beneficiaries and in size of expenditures, 
Virginia Medicaid will expand significantly. New enrollees is estimated to be between 270,000 
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(lower bound estimate) to 425,000 (upper bound estimate) at an increased cost of $1.5 billion to 
$2.2 billion in state funds between 2010 and 2022. 

Until the Supreme Court strikes down PPACA or Congress successfully repeals it, states 
have a l!leedl for specific andl nmm.edliate reUelf from certain provisions in the PP ACA. Such 
relief is related to Medicaid requirements and numerous other federal regulations that inhibit 
competition in the insurance and health care markets. 

First, among these needs is an easing of the reqanirements for Majntenance of 
EDigibDDnty (MOE). During the 2010 session, Virginia's General Assembly enacted changes to 
the eligibility determination process. PP ACA was enacted before those necessary changes 
became effective. For example, Virginia also needs to address loopholes in the Medicaid "spend 
down" process. PP ACA provides no flexibility for these reasonable changes. With excessive 
restrictions on what must "stay the same," one of the only places in which Virginia can achieve 
Medicaid savings is through cuts to Medicaid providers. We value the providers who accept 
Medicaid as a payment source. Flexibility within MOE requirements and broader waivers would 
afford all states the opportunity to innovate, try new deliveries, options, and protect identify 
other cost savings measures. 

Moreover, the metbodlology for determining Medicaid elligibility is expensive and time 
consuming. PP A CA has complicated what already exists in requiring different methodologies for 
eligibility determination for those who are currently eligible and those who will be newly eligible 
January 1, 2014. This is cumbersome and wasteful yet could be corrected if there was only one 
set of criteria. This issue is further complicated by the need to integrate Medicaid eligibility with 
the proposed health benefit exchanges. 

One potential proposal to increase efficiency and reduce fraud and abuse in Medicaid is 
to stanndairdhize and automate tine elugiblllity processes for Medicaid and other social service 
furndions. Permitting states to receive a 90% administrative match for expanding consumer 
facing portals for identity verification, eligibility determination, and case management will be 
useful so long as the systems follow the Medicaid Information Technology Architecture (MIT A) 
and are interoperable. 

Finally, current regulation limits the amount of cost sharing that can be required of 
individuals who receive Medicaid. Given that economic incentives play an important role in 
controlling human behavior and choices, states should lllave the Oexiil>ility to use appropriate 
cost sllnaring met.hods iirn the form of copayments annd clleclluctibJes in .all plans. 

Otlller Areas of Concern andl Consideration 
PPACA seemingly attempted to provide tax deductions for small businesses who aim to 

purchase health insurance for their employees. The bill falls extremely short in defining "small 
business" yet it identifies an algoritlun that is so complex it fails to incentivize small businesses 
from hiring outside of the family or paying a competitive wage for those that they do. It is likely 
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that the deduction will be overlooked by most small business owners as there is no incentive for 
businesses to seek qualification for the tax deduction. 

Congress should encourage states to develop innnovations illl service delivery to meet the 
needs of individuals through both the public and private sectors. Opportunities should be made 
available for states to develop effective and efficient solutions that fit local needs and best utilize 
local capacity. The budgeted CMS Innovation Funds should be available for state projects and 
not simply limited to existing organizations. In what might be the best option to keep states the 
laboratories of democracy, states could receive a block grant to create and maintain their own 
programs without penalty. Over time this would save the federal government money. 

JExistJing rufos aimd regufations concerning Medicare and Medicaid need to be 
reassessed! to consndler theill" impact 0111 availability and cost of services. Requirements related 
to site of care and when, how, and by whom services can be delivered create barriers to entry 
into the market. This hinders innovation in service delivery and payment reform. 
Appropriateness and safety should be assessed from outcomes obtained and not so often by 
regulation of inputs. 

Insurance reforms are a major component of PPACA. Unfortunately, states have already 
been asked to enforce provisions without the opportunity for their legislatures to consider their 
appropriateness. ]mll,)lemeotation of imsunnce reforms should be delayed! until states lnave 
ao oppGrtunnity ¢0 bring tlneir laws mto conformity and! new mandates shoulld be delayed 
unntil the issue of constitutionality is resollved. Significant costs are now being incurred that 
may be wasted if the law is stricken or changed. Individuals and employers are already seeing an 
increase in premiums due to PP ACA. 

Medical lloss ratio requirements shoul<ll likewise be delayed until the regulations are 
well established and no unintended consequences can be assured. States should be given the 
flexibility to determine if and bow to regulate insurers in their jurisdictions. As it exists, this 
mandate will inevitably limit the ability of insurers to provide new and innovative programs that 
are necessary to help "bend the curve" of healthcare costs. 

lfllie connceu>d olf health ll>ellldit exchanges may have merit, but dhe timeline in PP ACA 
is too aggressive. Even if the federal rules were established (they are not) and states knew how 
best to proceed, it is unrealistic to expect that exchange technology will be perfected by January 
of 2014. The two exchanges that exist today are extremely different and neither is likely to be 
the optimal solution. Federal funding is essential if states are to avoid defaulting into the 
undesirable "federal option" but it is equally important that the regulations be issued as soon as 
possible if a delay is to be avoided. 

As you consider the repeal and replace strategy for PP A CA in W asbington, this letter has 
highlighted the following items that need immediate modification to reduce cost, confusion and 
bureaucracy in the states. 



The Honorable John Boehner 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
February 14, 2011 
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1. States must be permitted to expand Medicaid in their own way via innovative programs to 
provide high value programs to their citizens. 

2. Relief from the strict Medicaid Maintenance of Eligibility (MOE) requirements is essential to 
allow states to provide an equitable benefit. 

3. Replacement of the new and old eligibility determination with one standard process which will 
increase efficiencies in the system. 

4. Ensure that federal funds are available to support the federal mandates that are not repealed. 

5. Delay Medical Loss Ratio requirements until regulations are well established and unintended 
consequences can be identified. 

6. Delay the implementation of health benefit exchanges in order for federal rules to be 
established prior to states proceeding with the development of their own system without specific 
guidance. 

The Virginia Health Reform Initiative is already moving down a road that is seeking how 
to shift the health care paradigm towards one that values individual responsibility, competitive 
markets, and realizes limited but effective government. I encourage you to use the opportunity 
ahead of you to make positive steps for the great people of our Commonwealth and Nation. You 
hold the power to help restore sound principles and effective governance to Congress. We must 
reform our health care delivery system and I encourage you to take the ideas presented in this 
letter as a few steps toward achieving that goal. 

I along with the Secretary of Health and Human Resources, Dr. William A. Hazel, Jr., 
MD, will be happy to answer any questions you may have. Thank you for taking the time to read 
this letter and I look forward to working with you in the days ahead. 

RFM/wah 
cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan 

Virginia Congressional Delegation 
The Honorable William J. Howell 
The Honorable Thomas K. Norment, Jr. 
The Honorable Richard L. Saslaw 

Robert F. McDonnell 
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Health Care: Decision Points for States 

Meeting Summary 

 

On July 19-20, 2012, the National Governors Association (NGA) convened 40 states and territories in 

Washington, D.C. to discuss a range of critical decision points and considerations related to addressing 

health system challenges. Over the course of two days, state officials exchanged ideas, lessons learned, 

and potential promising practices. Many states confirmed they are in different phases of implementation 

of two widely discussed provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) – Medicaid 

expansion and Health Insurance Exchanges. However, there is a high degree of uncertainty about the next 

steps for many states.  Before committing to a particular course, states are weighing their options, 

factoring in additional guidance from the United States Department of Health and Human Services 

(HHS), and in some cases, awaiting the results of the next presidential election. Meeting participants also 

noted the need for greater state flexibilities and opportunities to guide the implementation of the ACA. 

Moving forward, states are interested in continuing to engage in meaningful discussions with HHS.  

Following are some of the issues that arose at the meeting.  Appendix A contains a full list of state 

questions. 

 

Medicaid 

 Many states commented on the number and wide range of estimates “floating around” about how 

much expanding Medicaid would cost. Stakeholders with disparate interests have published data 

using varying methodologies that have produced an array of estimates. States are interested in 

building assessments of future costs of their Medicaid programs that include appropriate 

assumptions, such as those about the size of the woodwork effect, and the appropriate measure of 

state-only program spending that could be shifted to Medicaid, such as uncompensated care pools, 

mental health and substance abuse programs, high risk pools, and treatment of those who are 

incarcerated. That also includes measuring the cost if states are allowed to expand only to 100 

percent of the federal poverty line (FPL) or somewhere below 133 percent of the FPL. 

 

 Questions were raised about the ability of states to lower the eligibility level from 133 percent of 

FPL in the future if they encounter issues balancing the state budget. Does expanding to 133 percent 

of FPL mean staying at that level permanently? 

 

 Questions arose about the uncertainty of continued federal funding of Medicaid, specifically about 

future reductions in the federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) that might be part of a deficit-

reduction deal.  

 

 States want flexibility in program management. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

(CMS) wants further clarity about the kinds of flexibility states are seeking. 

 

 There is uncertainty related to the overlap of existing Medicaid waivers or renewal of waivers with 

the Medicaid expansion and other requirements in 2014. 

 

 A few states will be rolling back Medicaid eligibility that they had previously expanded and will 

therefore have residents who could face less affordable coverage even with tax credits and cost 

sharing subsidies. 
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Exchanges 

 

 Questions were raised about ability to meet existing deadlines, and the need for pending guidance 

from CMS to be issued. 

 

 Questions remain around Essential Health Benefits (EHB) and a desire for the publication of the 

proposed CMS regulation. States will need extra time after the regulation is published to choose a 

plan, but December is late to work out the details of the EHB with carriers.  

 

 Clarity is needed on what the benefit package will be in the multistate plans.  States are concerned 

that differentiation between the EHB for states and the multistate plans may lead to adverse 

selection. 

 

 Clarification and further analysis are needed on cost, funding sustainability, and the level of effort 

needed from states interested in pursuing the Partnership and federally-facilitated Exchange (FFE) 

options. 

 

 Recognition and further discussion related to how the insurance market reforms will impact the 

market both inside and outside of the Exchange is needed. Aligning the requirements placed on plans 

operating in both markets is important, including consistent open enrollment periods and coverage 

effective dates. There was further discussion related to the impact of premium increases as a result of 

the insurance market reforms. 

 

State Exchange Discussion 

 

 Overall, states pursuing a state-based Exchange felt that CMS was generally working cooperatively 

with them. 

 

 Continuing concerns about timelines exist. States are concerned that the federal government may 

amend existing rules, thereby making it increasingly difficult to meet the new expectations, 

particularly states that are not entirely sure they should pursue a state-based Exchange. 

 

 Staffing the Exchange was an issue of concern, specifically recruiting people with the right mix of 

skills. 

 

 There is anxiety from territories about the need for more federal guidance if they are to meet 

deadlines.  

 

Partnership Exchange Discussion 

 

 Discussion and further research were requested to help states determine how to financially sustain a 

Partnership Exchange.  Can states share the user fee with the FFE?  If states are responsible for 

consumer outreach and plan management, part of the fee should be passed back to the state. 

 

 Insight is needed around how the FFE will be governed. Since the FFE will not have a Board, how 

will the state voice be represented?  What will be the process for input from state and local 

stakeholders into the operation of the FFE? 

 

 Clarity is needed about how the technical interface between a state’s Medicaid program and the 

Exchange will function. States requested guidance and information about when they can expect to 
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start negotiations with the federal government on a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). States 

would also like to be informed of what information the federal government needs before they can 

start working on the technical interface. 

 

 Guidance is needed on what the expectations are if a state realizes they cannot do a Partnership 

Exchange. Will there be a transition period to a full FFE? 

 

Federal Exchange Discussion 

 

 Questions exist about the capacity of the federal government to implement a FFE.   

 

 Questions exist about the MOU between the state and the federal government. What will be required 

of the state? Will the federal government subcontract with the state for pieces of the Exchange?  

What is the timeline on the MOU given that it will take time to negotiate? 

 

 Some confusion exists about building the technical interface between the state Medicaid program 

and the FFE. Who is required to conform their programming language to the other program in order 

to link the systems?   

 

 Clarity is needed on what costs states may incur by opting for a FFE. 

 

Considerations for Eligibility and Enrollment Systems Procurement 

 

 Clarification is needed on a definition of “real time” with regard to eligibility determination. 

 

 There are questions around Advance Planning Documents (APD) and the technical aspects of 

building an interface platform to support the connection between Medicaid and the Exchange.  

 

 Clarification is needed on the minimum level of requirements in the Blueprint that must be met in 

order to build a state-based or Partnership Exchange. The metaphor was used of building a bicycle 

with simple components as opposed to building a car with complex infrastructure.  

 

 There is agreement among states regarding the need for a detailed and thorough Request for 

Proposal (RFP) with language that reflects the fiscal uncertainty that exists, such as a need for exit 

clauses, and frustration of purpose clauses. 

 

Conclusion 

 

State officials are working amidst continuing policy and political uncertainties to determine the best 

course for their state. Remaining unanswered questions from CMS, and political uncertainties have made 

it difficult for states to fully assess their options and choose a path forward. NGA will continue to work 

with states and HHS to determine answers to operational and regulatory questions in order to better assist 

states as they weigh their options. 



From: NGA HHS Committee
To: HHS Committee
Subject: Health Exchange and State-Federal Partnerships
Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2011 12:31:39 PM

Wanted to make sure everyone saw this.

HHS Considering Models for State-Federal Partnership on Health Exchanges
The Department of Health and Human Services is considering several models for state-
federal partnership for states that choose not to run their own health insurance exchange as
required by the Accountable Care Act. Several models being considered include one in which
the state would establish and operate a small business health options program (SHOP)
exchange and the federal government would operate an individual exchange. Other
proposals include allowing the state to maintain responsibility for governance and policy
decisions while allowing the federal government to operate the exchanges or allowing the
state to create and operate the exchanges while having the federal government or a third
party perform a variety of functions.  It is anticipated that these proposals will be discussed
next month at the NGA Center workshop on health exchanges as well as at a later meeting
hosted by the Department of Health and Human Services.

Heather E. Hogsett
Director
Committees on Health & Human Services and
Homeland Security & Public Safety
National Governors Association
(202)624-5360
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [hhsreps] as Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-200501-
158950.082c7c8c58e3aebbaf0a4c4dfd1615ea@talk.nga.org..

Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org



From: Petty, Marjorie (HHS/IGA)
To: AJ Mallory; Andrew Silvestri; "Bruce Greenstein"; "Catherine Torres"; "Kathy Walt"; "Keith Gardner"; "Kristy

Nichols"; "Ray Sullivan"; "Stephanie Muth"; "Teepell"
Cc: Petty, Marjorie (HHS/IGA)
Subject: Health Insurance Exchanges Meeting
Date: Thursday, July 14, 2011 2:34:13 PM
Attachments: image003.png

Good afternoon,
 
By now, you should have received an invitation to participate in a meeting during the National
Governors Association Annual Meeting with senior staff from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services to discuss the establishment of health insurance exchanges and changes to the Medicaid
program.
 
If you or anyone on the Governor’s staff is interested in scheduling a meeting, please contact Jim
Mason at james.mason@hhs.gov or 202-401-5639 to set up a time on Saturday, July 16.
 
Regards,
 
Marjorie Petty
Regional Director, Region VI
Department of Health and Human Services
1301 Young St., Ste. 1124
Dallas, TX 75201
214-767-3301
Marjorie.Petty@hhs.gov
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Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
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Subject: Healthcare materials from Salt Lake City
Date: Monday, July 18, 2011 9:30:11 AM
Attachments: Barbour Testimony SLC Final Final.pdf

Barbour RGPPC testimony for Senator Finance Field hearing, attached.

ICYMI (mentions our exchange letter from Jan led by Governor Daniels)

WSJ:
'Exchange' You Can't Believe In
The HHS rule for state health markets will mean fewer choices.

 Maybe the most unknowing moment from President Obama's debt-limit press conference the other day
was when he said that "I'd rather be talking about stuff that everybody welcomes, like new programs."
Define everybody—and, please, let us know when the new programs are going to stop.

The latest to roll out are ObamaCare's insurance "exchanges," which will go live in 2014. On Monday
the Health and Human Services Department released draft regulations telling the states how they must
run these organizations, which are the core of the new entitlement and are where people will receive
heavily subsidized coverage. HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius and the rest of the Obamacrats are using
the language of choice and flexibility to sell their handiwork, but this is the triumph of euphemism over
reality.

In principle, an exchange isn't the worst idea, and a transparent clearinghouse might even command
bipartisan support. The individual and small-business insurance markets in the states are often patchy
and opaque. A portal like an exchange could help restore price discovery to health care by allowing
consumers to weigh costs against benefits and encouraging competition on insurance value. Utah built a
pilot exchange on this model in 2009, though the results so far are mixed and the rules are still being
fine-tuned.

HHS, unsurprisingly, envisions the exchanges as 50 (or more) new regulatory agencies designed to let
politics run health markets, while letting Washington give orders to the states. The word "require"
appears 811 times in the 244-page rule and its 103-page supplement. "Must" shows up 580 times—and
this is merely HHS's first batch of exchange mandates.

Speaking of unknowing, try to decipher this passage: "The intent of this proposed rule is to afford
States substantial discretion in the design and operation of an Exchange. Greater standardization is
proposed where required by the statute or where there are compelling practical, efficiency or consumer
protection reasons." Guess which of the impulses in those contradictory sentences won out?



The draft rules command that the structure of every exchange needs federal approval, much as in
Medicaid, which in practice means an HHS veto of market-based innovation. State standards for the
"certification, recertification, and decertification of health plans" will also be subject to HHS. This means
Washington will dictate rules about which insurers are allowed to sell plans in the exchange, and thus
which insurers will continue to exist as viable commercial concerns. It also looks as if HHS will require
the exchanges to enforce de facto price controls on premiums.

This is the exchange model that prevails in Massachusetts, where Mitt Romney's "connector" has
become a tool for controlling the insurance industry and picking health-care winners and losers. But at
least the Bay State adopted the connector voluntarily, if unwisely. HHS is conscripting the states as its
agents, directing their resources and making them complicit in the insurance disruptions to come.

Ms. Sebelius's false gesture toward federalism—states can do whatever they want, as long as they want
to do exactly what she wants—also comes with a killer caveat: If states don't set up an exchange, or the
exchange they create doesn't clear HHS scrutiny, HHS will impose its own version. The details of this
federal fallback will come in a future regulation, timetable indefinite.

Many of our right-leaning friends are encouraging Republicans to refuse to set up an exchange, as an
act of civil disobedience. In that sense HHS's delusions of competence could be a gift: As the agency
has been implementing this defective law over the last year, it has made things even worse than they
needed to be.

The dilemma for Governors is that their states are full of real insurance businesses and customers, and
thus they have a responsibility to try to mitigate some of the regulatory damage. A posture of
indifference is tempting, but it also means an all but certain death warrant for businesses and jobs when
HHS eventually takes over.

A poorly designed exchange could send many insurers into a death spiral of unpayable claims, hastening
consolidation, reducing competition, and increasing the political demand for government to run
everything. This was precisely the goal of many Democrats who wrote the Affordable Care Act, and we
suspect it is also HHS's motivation.

A better option is to resist strangulating federal control by fighting HHS over the shape and role of the
exchange. Indiana's Mitch Daniels and 21 other governors specifically asked HHS for more exchange
flexibility in February, though their letter went unanswered and the substance, obviously, went
unheeded.

Today more than ever, rationalizing U.S. health care means fighting on many fronts, and the GOP
doesn't have a chance if it walks off the field. Governors—and Republicans in Congress—should be
telling voters how bad the new HHS rule is and the damage it will do if it is implemented.
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
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ICYMI (mentions our exchange letter from Jan led by Governor Daniels)

WSJ:
'Exchange' You Can't Believe In
The HHS rule for state health markets will mean fewer choices.

 Maybe the most unknowing moment from President Obama's debt-limit press conference the other day
was when he said that "I'd rather be talking about stuff that everybody welcomes, like new programs."
Define everybody—and, please, let us know when the new programs are going to stop.

The latest to roll out are ObamaCare's insurance "exchanges," which will go live in 2014. On Monday
the Health and Human Services Department released draft regulations telling the states how they must
run these organizations, which are the core of the new entitlement and are where people will receive
heavily subsidized coverage. HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius and the rest of the Obamacrats are using
the language of choice and flexibility to sell their handiwork, but this is the triumph of euphemism over
reality.

In principle, an exchange isn't the worst idea, and a transparent clearinghouse might even command
bipartisan support. The individual and small-business insurance markets in the states are often patchy
and opaque. A portal like an exchange could help restore price discovery to health care by allowing
consumers to weigh costs against benefits and encouraging competition on insurance value. Utah built a
pilot exchange on this model in 2009, though the results so far are mixed and the rules are still being
fine-tuned.

HHS, unsurprisingly, envisions the exchanges as 50 (or more) new regulatory agencies designed to let
politics run health markets, while letting Washington give orders to the states. The word "require"
appears 811 times in the 244-page rule and its 103-page supplement. "Must" shows up 580 times—and
this is merely HHS's first batch of exchange mandates.

Speaking of unknowing, try to decipher this passage: "The intent of this proposed rule is to afford
States substantial discretion in the design and operation of an Exchange. Greater standardization is
proposed where required by the statute or where there are compelling practical, efficiency or consumer
protection reasons." Guess which of the impulses in those contradictory sentences won out?



The draft rules command that the structure of every exchange needs federal approval, much as in
Medicaid, which in practice means an HHS veto of market-based innovation. State standards for the
"certification, recertification, and decertification of health plans" will also be subject to HHS. This means
Washington will dictate rules about which insurers are allowed to sell plans in the exchange, and thus
which insurers will continue to exist as viable commercial concerns. It also looks as if HHS will require
the exchanges to enforce de facto price controls on premiums.

This is the exchange model that prevails in Massachusetts, where Mitt Romney's "connector" has
become a tool for controlling the insurance industry and picking health-care winners and losers. But at
least the Bay State adopted the connector voluntarily, if unwisely. HHS is conscripting the states as its
agents, directing their resources and making them complicit in the insurance disruptions to come.

Ms. Sebelius's false gesture toward federalism—states can do whatever they want, as long as they want
to do exactly what she wants—also comes with a killer caveat: If states don't set up an exchange, or the
exchange they create doesn't clear HHS scrutiny, HHS will impose its own version. The details of this
federal fallback will come in a future regulation, timetable indefinite.

Many of our right-leaning friends are encouraging Republicans to refuse to set up an exchange, as an
act of civil disobedience. In that sense HHS's delusions of competence could be a gift: As the agency
has been implementing this defective law over the last year, it has made things even worse than they
needed to be.

The dilemma for Governors is that their states are full of real insurance businesses and customers, and
thus they have a responsibility to try to mitigate some of the regulatory damage. A posture of
indifference is tempting, but it also means an all but certain death warrant for businesses and jobs when
HHS eventually takes over.

A poorly designed exchange could send many insurers into a death spiral of unpayable claims, hastening
consolidation, reducing competition, and increasing the political demand for government to run
everything. This was precisely the goal of many Democrats who wrote the Affordable Care Act, and we
suspect it is also HHS's motivation.

A better option is to resist strangulating federal control by fighting HHS over the shape and role of the
exchange. Indiana's Mitch Daniels and 21 other governors specifically asked HHS for more exchange
flexibility in February, though their letter went unanswered and the substance, obviously, went
unheeded.

Today more than ever, rationalizing U.S. health care means fighting on many fronts, and the GOP
doesn't have a chance if it walks off the field. Governors—and Republicans in Congress—should be
telling voters how bad the new HHS rule is and the damage it will do if it is implemented.
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Healthcare moving parts
Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 2:06:54 PM
Attachments: Deloitte ACATimeline 101112.pdf

As a follow up to our call on Friday,  attached is a PPACA timeline from Deloitte Consulting.  As
mentioned on the phone,  RGPPC will be working to provide you all a memo, based on the scenario
we are facing, in November.   If you have specific questions where you are seeking guidance or
would like to provide input, please shoot me a note with those questions/comments. 
 
Also discussed on the call Friday was the need for some states to have a more in-depth conversation
on healthcare exchanges.  If you’d like to participate in that conversation, it has been scheduled for
Wednesday, Oct 24, at 11 PM ET.
 
Please RSVP to me for that call.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
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Subject: Healthcare task force call cancelled, exchange materials
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2011 1:46:22 PM
Attachments: Leavitt on Exchanges.ppt

Good afternoon,

Due to tomorrow’s holiday and the large number of people traveling we will be cancelling our RGPPC Health Care Task Force meeting
this afternoon.

As the RGPPC moves forward from the “A New Medicaid: A Flexible, Innovative and Accountable Future” document we are excited to
start taking on specific issues that are important to individual states. As is evident from the staff only meeting at Health Care Summit,
Exchanges are becoming increasingly important as well as controversial.

Many of our states are taking very different approaches to Exchanges. The RGPPC realizes that there is an important commonality
between states which is that states need flexibility to deal with their own unique populations. As that relates to exchanges, one
document that makes specific commentary or a single path forward on exchanges seems to be difficult at this time; however it
appears all of our states oppose an "Obamacare Exchange".

The RGPPC continues to strive to be a service driven entity to our states. Please tell us what you want from us on exchanges. We
can do anything from aiding in writing individual op-ed to contributing to strategic messaging, research, and logistical assistance. We
greatly appreciate everyone who has already touched- base with us regarding their governor's needs and wants.

There is a plethora of exchange information and research available. The challenge  is keeping up with the constant state changes and
movement. Attached is a good, but dated presentation from the Leavitt Group.  Also, please see below for some good interactive
websites that have some fairly updated and accurate information. Please note that RGPPC is not endorsing any business/firm or policy
method on exchanges at this time; rather, we are seeking to share information with you as we locate it.
RGPPC action officers may refer to RGPPC.com on our staff only page for this information as well.

http://leavittpartners.com/health-exchanges

http://www.statehealthfacts.kff.org/comparemaptable.jsp?ind=962&cat=17 – Please take a look at the footnotes at the end of this
page- very helpful!

Alliance for Health Reform/Commonwealth Fund – Health Insurance Exchanges: See How They Run.
Webcast provided by kaisernetwork.org: http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health cast/hcast index.cfm?display=detail&hc=3134

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities – Health Insurance “Connectors“ Should Be Designed to Supplement
Public Coverage, Not Replace It: http://www.cbpp.org/1-29-07health.htm

Community Catalyst – Revisiting Massachusetts Health Reform: 18 Months Later:
http://www.communitycatalyst.org/doc store/publications/revisiting MA health reform dec07.pdf

Healthy Americans Act: http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111 cong bills&docid=f:s391is.txt.pdf

Heritage Foundation – The Significance of Massachusetts Health Reform: http://www.heritage.org/research/healthcare/wm1035.cfm

Institute for Health Policy Solutions – What Health Insurance Exchanges or Choice Pools Can and Can’t Do About Risks and Costs:
http://allhealth.org/briefingmaterials/WhatHealthInsuranceExchangesorChoicePools CanandCantDoAboutRisksandCosts-1459.pdf

Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured – President Obama’s Campaign Position on Health Reform and Other Health Care
Issues: http://www.kff.org/uninsured/kcmu112508oth.cfm

Kaiser Family Foundation – How Private Health Coverage Works: http://www.kff.org/insurance/7766.cfm

Kaiser Family Foundation/National Governors Association – Webcast, Creating a Marketplace for Expanding
Coverage: http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health cast/hcast index.cfm?display=detail&hc=2063

Kaiser Family Foundation – State Health Facts (State Insurance Rules):
http://www.statehealthfacts.org/comparecat.jsp?cat=7
Massachusetts Connector: http://www.mahealthconnector.org/portal/site/connector/



Senate Finance Committee – Expanding Health Care Coverage: Proposals to Provide Affordable Coverage
to All Americans:
http://www.finance.senate.gov/sitepages/leg/LEG%202009/051109%20Health%20Care%20description%20of%20Policy%20Options.pdf
    

Senator Max Baucus White Paper – Call To Action: Health Reform 2009:
http://finance.senate.gov/healthreform2009/finalwhitepaper.pdf

Urban Institute - Health Insurance Exchanges: Organizing Health Insurance Marketplaces to Promote Health
Reform Goals: http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/411875_health_insurance_marketplaces.pdf

Best,
Linday Russell

Marie Sanderson

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
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Heath Care Seminar, The Heritage Foundation, Washington D.C., April 12th, 2010 

Dr. Robert Moffit, Head of Heath Care Policy, Heritage 
This will be a long, contentious implementation process. The opportunity is to re-frame the 
debate as regards the basic relationship between the state and its citizens as to health care. 
 
The key point that has been washed out is that there is a real separation between the States and 
the Fed as to enumerated powers. The states must take a leadership role in the next 8 years to 
shape the debate and the implementation of whatever health system ends up evolving. We need 
to make sure we aggressively look to the interests of our constituents. 
 
Sen Orrin Hatch, Utah  
Utah is a shining example of why the States should be put in charge of developing health care 
policy and not the Fed.  
 
We have never seen anything like what we are dealing with right now in our history. The line 
between the public and private sector has never been more blurred. The 10 year fiscal outlook is 
bleak. Largest national debt since 1945. We are looking at debt reaching 90% of GDP by 2020.  
 
Majority of Americans know that that this bill will increase costs and deficits and that is reflected 
consistently in public opinion.  
 
Most major spending provision in this bill don’t kick in until after the 2014 presidential election. 
The 10 year cost of this bill is estimated at 2.5 trillion dollars. 
 
Democrat experts at CBO: The key point is that any saving in this bill are one time savings that 
cannot be repeated.  
 
Utah’s Medicaid costs will increase by 50%. 
 
He believes that the individual mandate is unconstitutional. The Constitution allows the 
Congress to regulate interstate commerce, but the Courts have never ratified that Congress can 
require participation in commerce. If this is allowed, then there is no limit to Congress’ powers.  
Liberty itself is what is at stake. A liberal constitutional scholar, Jonathan Turley, recently 
admitted that this bill will seriously compromise basic liberty. 
 
He said he knows he is preaching to the choir, but that the Democrats have truly put themselves 
at odds with the American people and passed this bill in a very bad exercise in government. 
 
He believes that the Democrats will use the higher costs created by this bill to blame the private 
sector and further rationalize a single payer system. 
 
The Heritage foundation is very important. They are constantly trying to find ways to bring 
common sense to government. The Republicans up here pay a great deal of attention to the 
Heritage Foundation and their publications are worth reading. 
 
Many Democrats are becoming terrified about all of the spending.  
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Seventeen union states have been exempted from the “Cadillac tax”, which, in any event will not 
be implemented until 2018. He doesn’t think it will be implemented at all. 
 
The reason he left the Democratic party because, years ago, that there was this unholy belief that 
the Federal Government will solve all problems. 
 
Ed Haislmaier, Heritage Heath Specialist – Introducing Panelists 
This man is brilliant. Take him very seriously. 
 
We have an official crisis in health care because the Fed has set the clock running. Real 
leadership comes when you change when there is not a crisis. He saw this when he was at Phizer 
Pharmaceuticals, who changed their successful sales force b/c they saw it wasn’t going to work 
in 10 years. That is what David Clark did with health care in Utah. 
 
In Utah, they did risk assessment first, unlike Mass, which did community rating and mandatory 
issue.  
 
Ed thinks that the Health Care Bill could be repealed, having said that, the Feds don’t have 
insurance experience, so the States have a huge opportunity to change this thing over the next 
several years. He thinks it is hugely likely that the controversial parts will be defunded in the 
coming years. 
 
Rep. David Clark, Speaker of the Utah House 
They also passed their Exchange in 09, like Oklahoma, but they have totally implemented 
in under a year. They passed legislation and implemented in 5 months. No joke. 
 
They went to Heritage for help. 
 
They tried to emulate Mass, but Utah didn’t have the money. They wanted to have quality health 
care for every citizen. In Mass, 70% of all lives there were covered by Fortune 500 companies. 
They have the opposite: 750,000 small businesses. He is grateful to Mass for jumping in first to 
put together and Exchange. 
 
The brain trust is here: Dan Schuyler, Cheryl Smith, Cathy Dupont, David Jackson, Don Garlitz, 
Brian Somers. 
 
They leveraged with the private sector. BSwift and HealthEquity. They did not have to develop, 
in house, the expertise to implement.  
 
They have high quality health and low cost health care. They measure twice and cut once. They 
looked at the small businesses and their needs. But health care and wage inflation was making 
costs unsustainable. This thing was born out of financial necessity to stay competitive on rising 
health care costs. 
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First year: health task force three years ago – its still going. TF identified the 6 key areas to work 
on. They figured it would take 10 years to reverse the problematic trends. 
 
First of all they determined that personal responsibility had to be emphasized in creating a 
plan. Second it had to be market based. I.e. when having a heart attack, you are not shopping 
around, but you can when looking for total knee replacement. When crafting policy, when you 
can reflect, how can you encourage “shopping around?” He believes that the Exchange is the 
only viable option out there right now for achieving these two goals. 
 
He said 15 years ago GM was one of the largest company in the world, now we call them 
Government Motors. The point is: you can’t bet against the market. They got killed by heath care 
costs. 
 
They have a variety of demonstration projects on : electronic medical records, diabetes, Clinical 
Health Information Exchange, All-Payer Database: they have accumulated over a million 
people’s medical records for electronic storage. 
 
The largest philosophical issues they dealt with was going from a defined benefit health 
paradigm to a defined contribution paradigm. They went to the “Coburn” model on a state level 
and allowed citizens to deduct health care individually from taxes, not just businesses – 
something the Fed’s steadfastly refuse to do. 
 
They have a universal enrolment form. There are only 2 functioning plans in the US right now, 
Utah and Mass – both at the polar opposite ends of the spectrum. Mass: big government, 
mandates and a huge entitlement. Utah:  all market based. Mass: $25 million to run their plan. 
Utah: $600,000. No joke.  
 
He does not believe that we will be able to repeal and replace the Heath Care Bill. He 
thinks the opportunity is for the States to, de-facto, write the regulations and hand them to 
the Feds. He thinks we have, as states, failed in the past in doing this. He says we have to be 
aggressive in propagating the rules that will be coming in the next decade. We must be 
cohesive and work together in doing it.  
 
This will be a series of battles in the regulatory environment.  
 
Dan Schuler, Utah’s Two Exchange Employees 
One of two of employees running their exchange. Yeah, you read that right – two.  
 
How does it work: 
1) Employer registers. (Small employers, under 50) 
2) Employee enters information. Universal health application. 
3) Turned over to insurance companies who evaluate risk: Premium Generated. 
4) Employee compares and shops for plans. 
5) Enrollment is Finalized. 
6) Plans go into effect on designated dates. 
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All done on a web site. 
 
They are working on a large employer plan. 
 
Premium aggregation is unique to the exchange. If you or your spouse are working for two 
employers, you can combine benefits to buy what you want.  
 
They have an “optimizer filter” that lets you look at your past health care spending practices and 
gives a boatload of information based on various factors, ie. total out of pocket vs total cost, etc. 
 
You can compare up to 4 plans to see what is important to you. About 16 categories you can drill 
down on or you can just look at plan basics. Ie., prescription drugs or mental health. 
 
There are no mandates whatsoever. They anticipated launching in 2012 they were approached by 
employers and asked to implement early. They have 85% of their insurance companies 
participating in Utah’s exchange. (This is the way Ed Haislmaier envisioned it being 
implemented in the first place, and what he talked about when he flew to OK and held a two day 
seminar at the Capitol back in Aug of 07). 
 
Q & A 
How did switching to a defined contribution work? If you want to participate in the Exchange, 
you must use defined contribution. First, they do a typical underwriting, or risk adjustment for 
the population of the business. The Employer has X dollar value that they allocate to the 
employee to shop for what plan suits them best, instead of selecting a plan for the employee. An 
allowance. There are a number of ways to do this as an employer. Two main things that drive the 
premiums: family size and age range (age banding). Really, every employer already is doing 
defined contribution, they just offer one plan. They contemplate that  the employer could “break 
up” the contributions, spending more on their older employees.  
 
Did Utah start out with several mandates? They have very few benefit mandates. They also 
created Utah’s homegrown “COBRA” where there are very few mandates.  
Utah has a high risk pool. 3800 people. Guarantee issue for the High Risk Pool. All this has only 
been done with the employer market, not the individual market.  
 
Prospective risk assessment has really helped. The insurers have to stay engaged. Between 75,00 
to 250,000 they share risk. Most insurers have already done their catastrophic risk assessment 
and have for years. 
 
When switching to a buyer based market the insurers will complain “oh we’ll get all the 
diabetics” but when everyone has to play in the high risk pool, they all worked it out together. 
The state facilitated the conversation. They got all the insurance big shots in a room and had one 
of their experts check their various statements for accuracy. 
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My question: how does the tax credit for employer’s work in Utah.? Utah created a tax credit 
against their state income tax for those in the individual market only. About 190, 000 people. 
This may also not be implemented immediately because of the budget crunch. Pretty small sub 
set and if they don’t pay much state tax, is it really that helpful? I think we should do it, but…. 
 
Utah now has 3 technical advisory committees. Industry has contributed 10,000 man hours of 
work in hammering out the details. Working groups…why does that sound familiar?  
 
Who were the biggest barriers? Everyone is resistant to change. Senate / House : conservative, 
not conservative enough. It all went back to economics. Three large insurers cover 80% of Utah. 
Biggest mistake was putting them all in a room – it became divide and conquer. But he had to get 
them on board. The most spears he has pulled out of his back have come from the broker 
community. Brokers get commissions from insurance sold through the Exchange. The resistance 
comes from paranoia that the Exchange will make them irrelevant. The stereotypical broker does 
not work very hard, and they saw this change as a challenge to their lifestyle. It actually takes 
work to sort through what is best for 20 different families in a given company. Ed was blunt: 
most brokers look at this job as easy money: get people on board and just keep them indefinitely. 
You get a 9% increase in their premiums, hey great. If you now shop on the Exchange, you could 
lose them. In Utah, most of the thinking brokers now know they stand to benefit from the 
Exchange. Utah crated a broker advisory group to give them a higher comfort level.  The 
legislation that was passed was comprehensive, so the Speaker tried not to make it look like they 
were picking on one party. The transparency was key, and that had to affect everyone: brokers, 
health care providers. The business community is an ally because they want a better insurance 
system. Speaker Clark said this was the most complicated thing he ever did. They had to find key 
people they could rely on and give them cover. He said his vendors were keys. He learned about 
how insurance companies price.  
 
Speaker Clark thinks that we’ll see employers are going to dump employees. Medicaid now 
covers everyone at 133% of the FPL.  
 
Clark wants to work harder and faster to make sure their market based system gets cemented as a 
model.  
 
Matt Towery, Non Polling Guy, Syndicated Columnist, Author, Former Newt Staff 
731 respondents. Margin of error 3.7%. Scientifically designed. Properly weighted. Properly 
queried: What is your opinion of the Health Care Legislation. 51% do not support. 53% of 
independents oppose. Those who disapproved, why?  
 
Gave several reasons: the runaway winner: People don’t like government period. They are 
increasingly resistant to pro-active government. This is the thing. There is no other thing. 
Washington is an insular town. They get caught up in the minutia. America says: don’t tread on 
me.  
 
Of those who said they supported it gave: cover the uninsured and preexisting conditions, 
something that could be fixed at the state level. 
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When they gave a loaded question about whether we should have dealt with deficits and 
spending first, 57% of independents agreed.  
One thing the American public is experiencing is fear. Health care was the touchstone, but the 
underlying concern is the overwhelming size of government and the swelling deficits.  
 
Extremely low confidence numbers in state and federal leadership. 
 
Message: don’t regulate, provide opportunity. Opportunity is what people want right now. And 
people are interested in themselves and their own well being.  
 
When trying to implement the Exchange, do not appear to regulate. Be incremental.  
 
Dr. Moffit -Reflections on the Exchange: 
 
The real problem is with Small Businesses being able to provide insurance. The tax code is the 
800 lb gorilla. If you don’t get insurance thru your employer, you essentially pay a huge 30 to 
50% tax on insurance, b/c you pay for it with after tax dollars.  
 
Heritage was the first organization to put pen to paper and sketch out the Exchange: It is not a 
regulator, it simply processes paperwork for premium payments and facilitates assignment of 
premiums. A key principal: because the employer facilitates the insurance, the defined 
contribution that is provided to employees is tax free and the benefits are tax free. This is still 
group insurance. Employees have a property right in the insurance. It achieving personal 
ownership of the insurance.  
 
The Massachusetts Plan 
Tim Murphy, Michael Widmer, Jim Stergios, Cindy Gillespie. 
 
Tim Murphy, Worked on Romney’s staff on their current Health System “Romneycare.” 
Mass wanted to insure their 10% of uninsured. They had a number of funding sources to fund the 
“unfunded care pool” doled out to HCP like hospitals. 800 to 900 million dollars. Byzantine. 
Untenable.  
 
Health care costs were growing 7 to 9% a year. Health care costs are 2X bigger than the State’s 
ability to generate tax revenue. They finally got disallowed on a waiver they were using. They 
were going to lose about 385 million dollars from the Fed. So viola, Romneycare.  
 
They took a very wholistic approach. They identified by income cohort. Kensyan assumption: if 
you don’t have insurance you must be poor. Untrue. First group: Fully 20% of the uninsured 
were not signing up for Medicaid although they qualified. Fully half earned 300% of the FPL: 
$31,000 or more. Why aren’t they buying insurance? Final group, less than 300% of FPL but not 
eligible for Medicaid (about 200,000). 
 
Mass was (is) heavily regulated insurance market. The dysfunctional market was the non-group 
market. Average age 56. Female. Guaranteed issue. Cadillac plan. The people who did sign up 
were older and sicker. Younger wouldn’t sign up. Wouldn’t allow HMO’s and HAS’s. Mass 
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merged the small group and non-group market. For individuals, it cut the individual market 
premium way down (over 30%) and raised the small group premium about 2%. The mandate 
forced people into the pool who were making rational economic decisions to not buy insurance.  
 
For their “slip thru the crack” folks (under 300% of FPL but no Medicaid) they created a sliding 
scale subsidy (my commentary: this is the part that has been criticized for the escalating costs).  
 
They also have the Exchange or Connector. This was the big market based part of the overhaul. 
The first Exchange program in the US. They chose to make the Exchange administer their new 
subsidy.  
 
Individual mandate. Very controversial. The original idea: over 18, buy a catastrophic plan or 
post a bond showing financial wherewithal. The rational: the uninsured’s costs get socialized 
when they do need care. Of course, the Mass legislature messed it up and made the baseline plan 
loaded up with all the goodies and therefore expensive. He thinks it was a big mistake. 
 
Two things that Mass did b/c of the new subsidy: If the employer offers insurance – you have to 
buy it. If you are an employer who wants to dump your low wage employees, you can’t offer an 
insurance plan to higher wage earners that you don’t offer to you low wage workers.  
 
Michael Widmer 
The estimate for the new subsidy for the 150,000 uninsured “crack slippers” + 750 million per 
year or $5000 per person.  
 
They calculate the cost to the state of employers not getting insurerance was $295 per employee 
per year. That is where they got the penalty from. 
 
He contests the assertion of the State Treasurer that the new health care system is a budget 
buster. See WSJ article. He asserts that many have an interest in showing that “Mass has failed.” 
He said there has been a reduction in benefits, mainly to illegal immigrants. He says this is due to 
the general financial downturn effecting the budget.  
 
Their “uncompensated care pool” money is now more rationally distributed.  
 
He did mention that the cost of premiums have been a problem for businesses. He says costs are 
going to have to be addressed.  
 
Jim Stergios 
Highlights of the Mass plan.  
Putting the Connector together with a Board filled by people who have agendas to make the 
plans look the way they want is not working in Mass. Have to make this a market thing. It’s very 
top down in Mass. They have a lot of power. It’s not the way to get it done. Huge issue in the 
Governor’s race. Still a lot of people in the poverty band not in the system. Some concern that 
there is crowd out. There is a lack of information on several issues coming out of the Connector. 
He says that ER utilization has not really gone down like they thought it would. 
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Cindy Gillespie 
Important elements of the Health Care Bill. (Mass and Utah become very important). The first 
ones to engage HHS will have the ability to influence the regs. 
 
The Exchange envisioned in the Health Care Bill is NOT what Mass and Utah have. This is not a 
State based exchange. It is a State administered Exchange. 
 
What Exchange Does: 
1) To certify health plans for sale. Requirements set by HHS. No one knows yet. There are broad 
categories of coverage, she’ll come back with specifics. 
2) Offer them to employers and help people enroll.  
3) Exchange will facilitate eligibility for any state subsidized plan. Single eligibility and access 
to subsidies portal. 
4) Refundable tax credits will be paid directly to the insurer. Feds don’t have a Premium 
Aggregator. Evidently, the Premium Aggregator is real important. 
5) Exchange for individuals and Exchange for Small Business. 
 
First decision a State must make: Establish and exchange or let HHS do it.  
Second decision: What will the Exchange be? Nonprofit? What branch of government? In Mass, 
it is on its own. In Utah, it’s in the Dept of Econ Development or something like it. Mass really 
focused on individual market. 
 
States get to decide how much gets to be privatized. How much can the exchange contract out for 
services? Utah extensively uses vendors.   
 
What other functions do you want the Exchange to do? Do you want a Premium Aggregator?  
 
How aggressively do you want to implement heading to January 2014? Mass did phased 
implementation over a year instead of going live on day one? THERE IS MONEY FOR 
STATES TO PHASE IN THE EXCHANGE. 
 
THE EXHANGE HAS TO BE CERTIFED AS FUNCTIONAL BY JUNE 2013 OR HHS WILL 
COME IN AND DO IT FOR YOU.  
 
States have until 2012 session at the latest to get this passed. Some states will want liberal 
versions, and some states will want more market based Exchanges.  
 
HHS will certify a minimum list of benefits that must be offered in any plan. Any additional 
benefits offered, and so drive up premiums, will have to be picked up by the States.  
 
A small business will ultimately be calculated as 100 employees or less. 
 
All states must monitor premium increases by Jan 2014. Funds available to begin monitoring.  
 
Wow. This really is a big government deal. The reality is, this is coming.  
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Dennis Smith, Former Director of Medicaid under Bush 
Evidently, this guy is a super Medicaid guru. 
 
It is alarming to him the extent to which the Health Care Bill marginalizes the States. It is absurd 
and comical at the same time. 
 
The States are going to have to fight for their sovereign role. The States are being treated as so 
much bother. 
 
State Legislators need to bone up on their state Medicaid Program.  
 
Who will the Insurance Commissioner work for? The State or HHS? 
 
There will need to be a Committee set up to filter all of this information in a transparent 
way.  
 
If the Legislatures don’t have all the facts in front of them, we are going to get rolled. Do you 
want an agency or advocacy groups determining eligibility for  Medicaid or the Exchange? 
 
He says the new Medicaid eligible’s are eligible at a real, adjusted 140% of the FPL. Most of 
whom are healthy young adults.  
 
Getting transparency out of the agencies will need to be a priority. Agencies tend to state “we’re 
doing the best that we can” and they will tend to obscure transparency. He stated, for example, 
that enrollment error rates in one study to be at 20%.  
 
The Legislature may need to begin to play hardball with agencies and counties. The Bill gives 
the States the authority to outsource the entire Exchange and what to include in it. Can use this 
for leverage to push the agency’s to be transparent.  
 
Demand the Feds come, immediately, to our states and begin to testify on how this is going to 
work. They are already taking the term “State” out of the program names, ie. S-CHIP is now just 
CHIP. Same for the official name of the Medicaid program. We should be outraged. 
 
When the Exchange starts, the SCHIP kids should, by definition, not qualify for the new 
entitlement.  
 
Cost sharing is an important part of this. There are new inequities across families. Definitions of 
families have changed with this. Ie. 26 year olds are now covered under parents insurance. Third 
party liability is going to be more important.  
 
HHS said that states cannot change their cost sharing, without any authority. 
 
The states are going to have to look for fights to pick.  
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Benchmark plans are going to be the standard. If we pass a plan then we can defend it in Federal 
court. 
 
When this Bill was passed many states were looking at Exchanges. This isn’t the foreign idea. It 
would be foreign to turn this over to an outside entity that the State has no control over. Where 
are the opportunities to privatize and outsource?  
 
All state expenditures in 2008 totaled 1 trillion dollars. So health care costs are 2X the entire cost 
of all state expenditures.  
 
State Legislatures are going to have to work hard to find ways to keep from raising taxes. 
 
To all of our colleagues who don’t want to be bothered with health care minutia, they are going 
to have to get engaged. This is a huge deal that will dramatically affect the budget. 
 
He says that the Feds can’t pull Medicaid funding if they pass the Freedom of Healthcare Act.  
 
Get actuarials to certify benchmark plan equivalents, so that HHS will have a hard time pushing 
back against it. 
 
Find a better way to better manage our duel eligibles. CMS is evidently interested in this. 83% of 
all Medicaid spending is on people with 3 or more chronic conditions. 
 
He says its crazy for 20 something graduate students to be Medicaid eligible.  
 
1115 waivers are closed for business.  
 
States should be hollering at CMS for playing favorites with certain states. Why can New York 
put their SSD in managed care but not us? 
 
Don’t wait for the regulations. Get aggressive. Bring your “A” team.  
 
IMPORTANT: Get a State Plan Amendment (Benchmark Plan) on the Books as soon as 
possible. CMS has to approve it if it complies with the Law, and we can litigate the decision 
in Federal Court. 
 
Take a hard look at who is actually running Medicaid in OK. Get someone in there with an 
insurance background. Root out fraud.  
 
Look at the high users at try and get them in managed care. Better to manage their chronic 
problems. Find your find high users. We are doing some of this in OK. In OK, 58% of Medicaid 
Expenditures are on Blind, Aged and Disabled.  
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Big panel on the Future of  Health Care beyond the Health Care Bill  
Amanda Adkins form Missouri 
There is an opportunity for Employers to drive reform. ABC handout. 
Super automated health care records. 
 
Ralph Bernstein, US Bank 
One of their areas of expertise is health care payments. There is a natural connection b/t what is 
going on in health care and what they have been doing for a long time. Card based payments. 
Tax credit payments. There has been a lack of thinking at the Fed level for how you move the 
money. They operate HAS’s and FSA’s. They move money around all day long. They facilitate 
JIT funding. They coordinate payments. Hmm. An opportunity for our banks in OK to help with 
all this. He commented that Utah reached out to the private sector to get help. We are here, use 
us.  
 
Ed said: The Private Sector will always move faster than you (state gov) but you will always will 
move faster than the Fed. 
 
Tim Murphy, Beacon, Behavioral Health, Boston 
So many of your high cost patients have behavioral health co-morbidities. They provide 
expertise in managing these types of patients. They build out systems of care.  
Who were the uninsured: a lot are young, healthy and in and out of the work force. They look a 
lot more like small business than typical Medicaid. The one area where they used higher health 
care was behavioral health: up to 3 times higher in this category. Typically they are childless 
adults who can’t hold a job b/c of their behavioral health problems. If these people get dumped 
into Medicaid, they will sink you. Once they get on prescription drugs it gets expensive. You 
need to really think about how to manage this populations. Hmm. 
 
Raymond Seaver, BSwift, Vendor that is helping Utah. Employee Benefits. 
Their software is ideally suited for an employer based defined contribution health plan – the 
Exchange. 
When shopping for coverage on the Exchange website, this technology becomes very important.  
They can manage the movement of the people constantly coming in and out of the system.  
They developed the Premium Aggregation component of Utah’s system. 
An Exchange involves a high number of transactions and changes. They are configurable. You 
don’t have to customize.  
You can make good use of the funds you get from the Feds to set up the system. 
 
Steve May, Millman, A very large actuarial firm. 
Ed re-stated that Legislators are in a position that they are really going to have to ride heard and 
do their homework on their own Medicaid and on this Bill. 
 
Steve says that they can model the costs of all the new mandates. Gazby 45 is a new requirement 
for State Retirement benefits to accurately model the costs of these plans.  The states and 
municipalities that are moving forward with these requirements’ are getting AAA ratings b/c 
they are starting to put money aside and prepare. You can cut your liability in half if you pre-
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fund. You can apply this to health benefits as well. They are also finding out that the States and 
Munis are in worse shape than they previously thought because of this new rule. 
 
Steve Neeleman, Health Equity, One of the Owners of the Thunder works for Health 
Equity 
HSA administrators. Gave examples of American Express putting everyone on HAS’s and their 
health care costs have been flat for several years. Indiana doing the same thing. He can’t believe 
that this hasn’t taken off more than it has. He thinks Exchanges and HAS’s are a good 
combination. 
 
Eric Grossman, Trizetto, a big competitor to CMS for claims management 
In 2015 the Exchanges will have to compete head to head with existing channels of distributions 
(brokers) with no Federal subsidies for administrative costs. 
 
You need broker participation in an Exchange.  
 
He says that the Mass Exchange web site is not easy to use.  
 
Dennis Smith, working for Leavitt Partners, him and Leavitt  have run the Fed Medicaid 
Program for many years 
Consultants. Translators between the private sector and the Medicaid program that they know so 
well. Government doesn’t pay for health care, it pays for billing codes.  
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A State Lawmaker's Guide to 
Health Insurance Exchanges 

Edmund F. Haislmaier 

Abstract: Health insurance exchanges are a good idea
if they are used to implement patient-centered and market
based health reforms that enhance choices and value for 
customers. The exchanges prescribed by Obamacare will 
have the opposite effect. Given the considerable uncer
tainty surrounding if, when, or how the exchange provi
sions of Obamacare will be implemented, governors and 
state policymakers opposed to the sweeping federal legis
lation have difficult decisions to make. While state law
makers, like everyone else, would pref er to have more 
certainty, the reality is that they cannot expect it any time 
soon. They must focus on finding ways to better manage 
the new uncertainty that Obamacare has injected into the 
health care system. Pendingfu.rther changes at the federal 
level, state lawmakers must determine the best approach 
in their respective states for advancing their own positive 

"counter reforms," and decide whether they will also try 
to block federal interference by creating a limited, "defen
sive" Obamacare exchange-and they must do so now. 
Heritage Foundation health policy expert Edmund F 
Haislmaier provides a hands-on guide for state lawmakers. 

Governors and state legislators opposed to the 
misnamed Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(PPACA) face a dilemma. Trying to shoehorn patient
centered, market-based reforms into the bureau
cratic architecture of Obamacare's health insurance 
exchanges is not a viable strategy, neither practically 
nor politically But refusing to create an Obamacare 
state exchange, while politically appealing, would 
leave state health insurance markets vulnerable to 

Talking Points 
• The best strategy for state lawmakers who 

oppose the Patient Protection and Afford
able Care Act is to adopt their own reforms
separate from, and independent of, Obam
acare's exchange design. 

• State policymakers should augment their 
·counter reform· with defensive measures 
that minimize federal interference while the 
ultimate fate of Obamacare is debated in 
Congress and litigated in federal courts. 

• A defined-contribution health-insurance market 
can create more consumer-oriented competi
tion-attractive for state lawmakers concerned 
that Obamacare's new federal insurance reg
ulations will result in insurer consolidation 
that further reduces choice and competition. 

• Offering health benefits on a defined-contri
bution basis can give state and local govern
ments better budget control, and give work
ers greater choice and portability of coverage. 

• State lawmakers need to determine now the 
best approach for their own positive ·coun
ter reforms· while protecting their constitu
ents from the adverse effects of this deeply 
flawed and misguided federal legislation. 
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even more federal interference and disruption over 
the next two years. 

The best strategy for state lawmakers is to adopt 
their own reforms-separate from, and indepen
dent of, Obamacares exchange design. State poli
cymakers should then consider augmenting their 

"counter reform" initiatives with defensive measures 
designed to minimize federal interference, while 
the ultimate fate of Obamacare is debated in Con
gress and litigated in federal courts. Taking such an 
approach will give state lawmakers a strategy that 
has both offensive and defensive components. 

Enacting their own reforms enables states to take 
the lead in advancing the kinds of patient-centered, 
pro-market reforms that should replace Obamacare; 
offers Americans concrete examples of a positive, 
alternative vision of real health reform; and rein
forces congressional efforts to repeal this deeply 
flawed and misguided federal legislation. 

Given the uncertain environment, state lawmakers 
need strategies that support the goal of repealing 
Obamacare at the federal level, and that also 
promote alternative reforms that will shield 
their states from the PPACA's destabilizing 
effects until repeal Is achieved. 

In particular, state initiatives that create a 
"defined-contribution" market for employer-spon
sored health coverage and that streamline state 
health insurance regulations will promote increased 
choice, competition, and value- in stark contrast 
to Obamacare's design that further restricts choice 
and competition while increasing costs. Such moves 
will also restore state health insurance exchanges to 
their original purpose as non-regulatory, adminis
trative mechanisms for implementing a competitive, 
patient-centered, market-based health system with
in the constraint of current federal tax law, which 
provides greater tax relief for employer-sponsored 
coverage than for individually purchased coverage. 

1. PL 111-148 § 132l(c)(l). 

2. PL 111-148 § 1311. 

3. PL 111-148 § 132l(c)(l). 

4. PL 111-148 § 13ll(b)(l)(B). 

This is in stark contrast to Obamacare's perversion 
of exchanges into a bureaucratic tool for imple
menting sweeping new federal regulations. 

At the same time, state lawmakers can also take 
a defensive approach to Obamacare's exchanges in 
their states so as to preserve state control and limit 
federal interference. 

Understanding Obamacare's 
Exchange Provisions 

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
provides for the establishment of health insurance 
exchanges in every state that conform to federal 
standards and requirements, 1 authorizes the Sec
retary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to 
provide grants to states to create exchanges,2 and 
specifies that the Secretary is to establish and run 
exchanges in states that do not, or cannot, do so by 
January 1, 2014 (with the Secretary further required 
to make such determinations by January 1, 2013).3 

The PPACA specifies two types of health insur
ance exchanges: the American Health Benefit (AHB) 
and the Small Business Health Options Program 
(SHOP). The legislation contains various require
ments for the structure, functions, and operations of 
AHB exchanges, but provides no specifications for 
SHOP exchanges. Instead, the PPACA simply states 
that SHOP exchanges are "to assist qualified employ
ers in the State who are small employers in facilitat
ing the enrollment of their employees in qualified 
health plans offered in the small group market in the 
State.''4 Thus, the relevant "exchange" provisions are 
really only those that relate to the AHB exchanges. 

Under Obamacare, the AHB exchanges are 
designed to implement the federal regulation and 
standardization of private health insurance, admin
ister a new program of federal health care subsidies 
for tens of millions of Americans, and enroll millions 
of additional Americans in state Medicaid programs. 

The problem is that state lawmakers have no 
certainty about when, how, or even whether the 
PPAC.AS exchange provisions will go into effect. The 
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Obama Administration faces significant technical 
challenges in merely implementing this complex 
legislation. At the same time, a majority of the pub
lic remains opposed to Obamacare, more than half 
the states are challenging its constitutionality in fed
eral courts, and either the current Congress or the 
next one could repeal, alter, delay, or defund all or 
parts of it. Given this uncertain environment, state 
lawmakers need strategies that support the goal of 
repealing Obamacare at the federal level, and that 
also promote alternative reforms that will shield 
their states from the PPACAS destabilizing effects 
until repeal is eventually achieved. 

Consumer-Centered Exchanges 
vs. Obamacare Exchanges 

The first point to understand is that the entire 
design for health insurance exchanges in the PPACA 
is a perversion of the core concept of what is an oth
erwise sound approach to improving health insur
ance markets. 

The true purpose of a state health insurance 
exchange is to act as a purely administrative mech
anism for implementing a defined-contribution 
health insurance alternative for employer-spon
sored coverage. Allowing employers to offer health 
benefits on a defined-contribution basis gives 
workers the ability to choose the coverage that best 
suits them and their families from a wide menu of 
options, creates new incentives for insurers and 
medical providers to compete for customers, and 
encourages greater diversity and experimentation in 
health plan design and benefits. 

By enacting a defined-contribution health insur
ance option for employment-based coverage, states 
can create a more consumer-driven health care mar
ket while continuing to let workers benefit from the 
favorable federal tax treatment of employer-spon
sored health benefits. Of course, such an approach 
would not be necessary if Congress were to enact 
health care tax reforms that provide the same tax 
treatment regardless of whether coverage is pur
chased directly or through an employer-reforms 
that have long been advocated by numerous health 
policy experts. Since Obamacare does not include 
tax reforms and it is uncertain if or when Congress 
might undertake them, state-level defined-contri
bution options for employer-sponsored coverage 

are still the most effective way to advance patient
centered, market-based health reform. 

Within that construct, the function of a state 
health insurance exchange is simply to serve as a 
common mechanism for administering the trans
actions entailed in buyers and sellers offering and 
choosing coverage and paying and collecting premi
ums- much like a stock exchange provides a com
mon administrative mechanism for transactions 
associated with buying and selling securities. Thus, 
an exchange gives employers, no matter how small, 
the opportunity to offer their workers health ben
efits in a market characterized by consumer choice 
from among numerous and varied plan options. 

As with a stock exchange, a properly designed 
state health insurance exchange does not exercise 
regulatory powers. Rather, any regulatory func
tions remain the province of applicable government 
agencies-security regulators, in the case of stocks; 
insurance regulators, in the case of health insurance. 
Indeed, such an administrative- not regulatory
purpose is what the term "exchange" was originally 
intended to convey 

What Congress did in the PPACA, however, was 
to merely keep the word "exchange," while des
ignating the purpose as something very different. 
Rather than serving as a mechanism for expanding 
health insurance choice, variety, and competition, 
and for spurring plans and providers to inno
vate and offer customers better value, Obamacare 
exchanges will impose new regulations, administer 
new subsidies, standardize coverage, and restrict 
consumer choice and insurer competition more 
than it is already Thus, in the PPACA Congress has 
perverted the exchange concept into a bureaucratic 
tool for federal subsidization, standardization, and 
micromanagement of health insurance coverage by 
the Department of Health and Human Services. 

It is important to recognize that it is Obamacare's 
perversion of exchanges, not the original concept 
itself, that is the problem. What matters is not the 
label on the box, but the contents. Consequently, 
the PPACAS misappropriation of the term "health 
insurance exchange" should not deter state lawmak
ers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, 
market-based reforms that employ state exchanges 
to perform purely administrative functions. If state 
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lawmakers want to further clarify this important 
distinction, they can use another term- such as 

"clearinghouse" or "administrator"- to distinguish 
their approach from the one in Obamacare. 

Why States Should Enact their 
Own Health Insurance Reforms 

State lawmakers should pursue reforms of the 
health insurance market now, independently of the 
PPACA, not only to increase access to coverage and 
provide incentives for better value in the near term 
but also as a longer-term hedge against the uncer~ 
tainties surrounding the timing of the eventual 
disposition of the federally mandated exchange pro
visions, related insurance market regulations, and 
the new federal subsidy program that the Obam
acare exchanges are to administer. 

In particular, states should create a defined
contribution option for their employer-sponsored 
health insurance market. Lawmakers should also 
review their state's existing benefit mandates and 
insurance rating rules to determine if those laws 
should be changed to make coverage more afford
a~le. Beyond the near-term benefit of reducing pre
miums, such state reforms will also serve as a hedge 
against the uncertainty of the PPACAS effects while 
the fight over its repeal plays out in Congress and 
federal courts. Enacting their own "counter reforms" 
can better position states against the negative effects 
of Obamacare in several ways: 

• Expanding or Preserving Health Insurance 
Choice and Competition. One advantage of 
a defined-contribution market for employer
sponsored coverage is that it offers insurers a 
more level competitive playing field. In a prop
erly structured defined-contribution market all 
insurers-whether they are large or small, new 
entrants or longstanding players, selling new 
or traditional coverage designs--<:an offer their 
plans on the same terms on a single "menu" to 
a large number of potential customers. Thus, 
competition among plans and insurers is more 
appropriately focused on those aspects that mat
ter most to individual consumers-plan design, 
value, and customer service. 

The ability of a defined-contribution market to 
create more level and consumer-oriented insurer 

States with smaller populations or a single 
dominant carrier can collaborate with 
neighboring states to create a regional defined
contribution market to provide more choice and 
competition for their employers and residents. 

competition is likely to be particularly attractive 
to states whose lawmakers are already concerned 
about inadequate choice and competition in their 
existing markets. It will also be attractive to state 
lawmakers justifiably concerned that the PPACAS 
new federal insurance regulations will result in 
insurer consolidation that further reduces choice 
and competition in their state. A number of 
those regulations have already taken effect, such 
as several new federal benefit mandates, new 

"minimum loss ratio" regulations (which specify 
how insurers are to spend premium dollars), and 
new federal premium rate reviews. These regu
lations will increase health insurance costs and 
lead some insurers to exit the market. 

In addition, states with smaller populations or a 
single dominant carrier can collaborate with one 
or more neighboring states to create a regional 
defined-contribution market to provide more 
choice and competition for their employers and 
residents. States can implement such an approach 
through "cross-licensing" or "reciprocity" agree
ments and shared administrative duties without 
federal approval for a formal "interstate compact," 
though such a compact might be an option. 

• Putting Countervailing Pressure on Federal 
Officials. Reducing state insurance benefit man
dates or reforming rating rules not only makes 
coverage more affordable now, but will also 
make it politically more difficult for the feder
al government to later impose costly coverage 
requirements through the PPACAS "essential 
benefits" regulations and restrictive rating rules, 
which will sharply increase premiums for young
er adults (both of which are also scheduled to 
take effect in 2014).5 

• Creating an Alternative Market. Creating a 
defined-contribution market also provides states 
with the infrastructure for organizing and offer
ing alternative, "non-qualified" coverage and 
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health care financing arrangements for individu
als and employers who refuse to comply with the 
PPACAS mandates to buy coverage, should Con
gress fail to repeal those mandates before 2014, 
when they are scheduled to go into effect. Such 
alternative products would be subject to state 
regulation, but designed to be exempt from fed
eral regulation. 

Advantages of Defined Contributions 
In a traditional "defined-benefit" program the 

payer (an employer or government) determines the 
form of coverage (such as a PPO, HMO, or high
deductible plan with an HSA), specifies the benefits 
offered, determines the share of premium that enroll
ees pay, and sets the schedule of patient co-payments. 
Thus, in a defined-benefit program it is the payer who 
makes the key decisions and it is the payer who 
bears most of the risk for the cost of those decisions. 

By contrast, in a defined-contribution program, 
the payer offers the enrollee a contribution to help 
fund the cost of the insurance- pre-tax compensa
tion to workers if the payer is an employer, or a 
subsidy if the payer is a government. Each enrollee 
then chooses the coverage he prefers from a menu 
of plans-with different plan designs, benefits, and 
cost-sharing- offered by competing insurers, and 
pays for the coverage with whatever mix of contri
butions he receives from employers and government 
(along with the enrollee's own funds, if the available 
contribution from the payer does not cover the full 
cost of an individual's chosen plan). A defined-con
tribution option for health benefits offers a number 
of advantages: 

• Because it reduces the effort and risk to employ
ers associated with offering health benefits, it 
creates a way for more firms, particularly smaller 
ones, to offer coverage. 

• Because workers can choose coverage from a var
ied menu of plans, it increases the likelihood that 

more workers will be able to find a plan that they 
like and can afford. 

• It provides a practical way for employers to offer 
part-time or seasonal workers prorated coverage 
contributions, with the reasonable expectation 
that those workers can obtain coverage by com
bining the employer's contribution with funds 
from other sources. 

• It creates positive new incentives for health plan 
providers to collaborate with medical providers 
so that both get more business by offering con
sumers and patients better service at lower pric
es. When individuals and families choose their 
own coverage, they tend to prefer plans that offer 
better value- better care at lower prices-over 
plans that rely on crude cost-control strategies, 
such as limiting patient access to providers or 
simply paying doctors and hospitals less, regard
less of performance. 

• Over time, as more employers elect the defined
contribution option, portability of health bene
fits-with workers keeping their coverage when 
they change employers-becomes possible for 
more individuals and families. 

• The same infrastructure can be used by states 
and local governments to provide health ben
efits to their own workers on a defined-contri
bution basis, and to "mainstream" recipients of 
public assistance by using Medicaid and Chil
dren's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) fund
ing to provide them with better-quality private 
coverage. 

Creating a Defined-Contribution Option 
The principal goal of a defined-contribution 

option is to empower consumers to become the 
ultimate decision makers about their own health 
care. Following are key design issues that state law
makers will need to consider: 

5. For further discussion of the effects of the PPAC..A:s rating rules, see Edmund F. Haislmaier, "Obamacare and Insurance 
Rating Rules: Increasing Costs and Destabilizing Markets," Heritage Foundation WebMemo No. 3111, January 20, 2011, at 
http://www.heritage.org!Research!Reports/2011!01/0bamacare-and-Insurance-Rating-Rules-Increasing-Costs-and-Destabilizing
Markets. For further discussion of the PPAC..A:s benefit mandates, see Edmund F. Haislmaier, "Obamacare and Insurance 
Benefit Mandates: Raising Premiums and Reducing Patient Choice," Heritage Foundation WebMemo No. 3110,January 20, 
2011, at http://www. heritage. org!Research!Reports/2011101 /Obamacare-and-Insurance-Benefit-Mandates-Raisi.ng-Premiums-and
Reducing-Patient-Choi.ce. 
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1. Insurance plan standards. State lawmakers 
will need to ensure that all plans offered through 
the defined-contribution option qualify as employ
er-sponsored coverage under both state and federal 
tax laws so that premiums can be paid on a pre
tax basis. 

If a state intends to use its defined-contribution 
alternative to provide coverage for Medicaid and 
CHIP enrollees on a "premium support" basis
as it should- state lawmakers will also need to 
ensure that at least some of the plans offered meet 
the federal "benchmark equivalent" standards for 
those programs. 

A state's defined-contribution option should also 
operate on an "any willing plan" basis- meaning 
that the state's insurance department is instructed 
to approve any plan that meets the state's standards 
for the defined-contribution market. 

2. Rating rules . State lawmakers must ensure 
that the same rules for rating and pricing policies 
apply to the new defined-contribution coverage 
as well as the traditional defined-benefit employer 
group coverage. The specific rules themselves are 
less important than the fact that the same rules 
must apply to both subsets of the employer insur
ance market, to avert potentially destabilizing 
selection behaviors by carriers or customers. As 
long as the rules are applied uniformly, lawmak
ers can allow insurers to vary premiums on the 
basis of factors, such as age, geography, and family 
status. 

While the specific provisions are not as impor
tant as ensuring uniformity, there are some addi
tional, practical considerations that state lawmakers 
will want to keep in mind when setting or modify
ing rating rules, particularly with respect to varying 
premiums by age and geography 

With respect to age-rating of premiums, the 
natural age variation in medical costs is about 
five to one- meaning that among adults, the old
est (non-Medicare) group consumes about five 
times as much medical care as the youngest group. 
Incomes also generally increase with age. Thus, if 
the state allows insurers to adjust plan prices to 
reflect the age of the enrollee, premiums will be 
lower for younger adults--who on average are 

healthier but have lower incomes- and higher for 
older adults- who generally consume more medi
cal care but tend to have higher incomes. Letting 
premiums vary by age will be particularly impor
tant if the state intends to subsidize coverage for 
low-income individuals, since it means that any 
subsidies can be better targeted to a relatively small 
number of older, low-income individuals, with less 
need to subsidize coverage for a large number of 
lower-income, younger- and healthier- individu
als, since the latter group will be able to buy cover
age at cheaper rates. 

With respect to geographic variations in pre
miums, lawmakers will want to consider whether 
any proposed variation reflects underlying differ
ences in salary scales for health care workers, or 
simply differences in provider practice patterns. 
Allowing premium variations that reflect dif
ferences in local economies, such as wage rates 
and living costs, is appropriate. But permitting 
variations in rates that are attributable primarily 
to differences in provider practice patterns will 
serve mainly to protect higher-cost, less-efficient 
providers. For guidance on the extent to which 
geographic variation in premiums is appropriate, 
lawmakers should look to their state's economic 
data on wage rates and living costs, not to data on 
provider charges or practice patterns. 

3. Structure and operations. The states will 
need to create health insurance exchanges--or a 
similar "clearinghouse" mechanism- to handle the 
administrative tasks associated with offering the 
defined-contribution option. Utah has pioneered a 
quick and low-cost design that relies on contract
ing private-sector vendors to provide the necessary 
information technology and related infrastruc
ture, funded by modest user fees paid by partici
pants. States can adopt a variant of this approach, 
customized to fit their own particular needs and 
circumstances.6 

4. State and local employee plans. The same 
advantages offered by defined-contribution options 
for private-sector firms and their employees can also 
be made available to state and local governments 
and their workers. As with private employers, offer
ing health benefits on a defined-contribution basis 
can give state and local governments better budget 

page 6 



N _a_. 2_s3_4.=-_- _____________ -_-:_B_a~ounder ___ _ March 21, 2011 

control over compensation costs, while at the same 
time giving their workers greater choice and porta
bility of coverage. 

Indeed, Americas largest and longest-running 
defined-contribution health benefit program is the 
Federal Employee Health Benefits Program (FEHBP), 
operated by the U.S. government's Office of Person
nel Management (OPM) for approximately 9 mil
lion federal workers, retirees, and their dependents. 

Another major advantage of providing health 
benefits to state and municipal workers through the 
defined-contribution option, is that those public
sector plans will serve as "anchor" clients-that is, 
large, stable employers with a large, stable pool of 
covered individuals- and thus make participation 
in the defined-contribution option more attractive 
to both insurers and private-sector employers. 

5. Role of risk adjustment. States will also 
need to establish a risk-adjustment mechanism that 
enables insurers to manage any selection effects 
that result from consumers having a wider choice 
of plans in the defined-contribution market. Rather 
than viewing selection effects as an undesirable out
come to be suppressed, lawmakers should see them 
as a potentially positive phenomenon to be managed. 

For example, the existence of an adequate risk
adjustment mechanism makes it possible for insur
ers to offer plans that specialize in collaborating with 
providers to provide better care for individuals with 
specific medical conditions. Even though current 
federal law for employer-sponsored plans prevents 
carriers from varying premiums based on enrollee 
health status, insurers should be more willing to 
offer coverage designs that are likely to attract less 
healthy individuals if they know that the extra cost 
of those enrollees can be spread- through the risk 
adjuster- across all policyholders in the market. 

Because health insurance risk adjustment is a 
highly technical issue best handled by actuaries, 
state lawmakers should not attempt to design a risk
adjustment mechanism themselves.7 Rather, they 
should focus on authorizing the creation of a risk
adjustment mechanism for their employer market 
within the following parameters: 

• The state requires, as a condition of selling cover
age in the state, that all carriers issuing employer
sponsored plans- on either a defined-benefit or 
defined-contribution basis- participate in the 
risk adjuster. 

• The enabling legislation should specify that 
the risk-adjustment system will be collective
ly designed and operated by the participating 
insurers-without outside interference- under 
the regulatory supervision of the state's insurance 
department. 

• While the state may provide funding for the start
up or administrative costs of the risk adjuster, 
the state will not provide any funding to the risk 
adjuster for claims costs. The risk adjuster is to 
function as a "closed loop" within which par
ticipating insurers adjust among themselves for 
selection effects, not as a "backdoor" subsidy to 
carriers for higher cost enrollees. 

• If the state intends to also offer health benefits 
to state and municipal employees on a defined
contribution basis-as it should- then its cur
rent state and municipal plans should also be 
participating "insurers" in the risk adjuster. 
That way, lawmakers can allow those existing 
plans to continue to offer their coverage to state 
and municipal workers as options on a greatly 
expanded menu of coverage choices, without the 
risk of those plans being destabilized by selec
tion effects. 

6. For a further discussion of Utah's defined-contribution health reforms, see Gregg Girvan, "Utahs Defined
Contribution Option: Patient-Centered Health Care," Heritage Foundation Backgrounder No. 2445,July 30, 2010, at 
http://www.heritage.org!Research!Reports/2010107 /Utahs-Defined-Contribution-Op tion-Patient-Centered-Health-Care, and 
Gregg Girvan, "Consumer Power: Five Lessons from Utahs Heath Care Reform," Heritage Foundation Backgrounder 
No. 2453, August 19, 2010, at http://www.heritage.org!Research!Reports/2010/08/Consumer-Power-5-Lessons-from-Utah-s
Heath-Care-Reform. 

7. For a further discussion of risk adjustment, see Edmund F Haislmaier, "State Health Care Reform: A Brief Guide to 
Risk Adjustment in Consumer-Driven Health Insurance Markets," Heritage Foundation Backgrounder No. 2166, July 
28, 2008, at http://www. heritage. org!Research!Reports/200810 7 IS tate-Health-Care-Ref orm-A-Brief-Guide-to-Risk-Adjus tment-in
Consumer Driven-Health-Insurance-Marke ts. 
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While the main purpose of the risk adjuster 
will be to facilitate greater individual choice in the 
defined-contribution market segment, it should also 
apply to the traditional defined-benefit employer
group market segment as well, for two reasons. First, 
doing so will minimize the possibility of selection 
effects between the two market segments. Second, 
it will help stabilize premiums in the traditional 
group coverage market, so that employers who offer 
defined-benefit coverage no longer face "experience 
rating" premium spikes when one employee incurs 
a major illness. 

6. Role of agents and brokers. For businesses 
that decide to offer health benefits on a defined-con
tribution basis, insurance agents could not only help 
the business make the necessary arrangements, but 
could also counsel individual employees on making 
coverage choices that best suit their particular needs 
and preferences, and "service" their policies-such 
as by helping them should they experience a prob
lem or seek to appeal a claim or coverage decision 
by their insurer. The availability of such advice from 
a trained and knowledgeable professional benefits 
the employer as well as its workers, since business 
owners generally feel uncomfortable giving their 
employees personal advice and are naturally wary 
of any possible legal ramifications. 

The key change for insurance brokers is that in a 
defined-contribution market, they will act as "buy
er's agents," instead of their more traditional role 
of "seller's agents." This is similar to the business 
model shift that has occurred in recent years with 
many real estate agents. State lawmakers can facili
tate such a shift by providing for a per-enrollee, fee
based compensation structure for agents in which 
the broker is paid the same amount regardless of 
which plan the worker (client) chooses. 

While some brokers welcome such a change, 
seeing it as a way to expand their client base and 
establish relationships with new customers who 
might also be interested in other products the bro
kers offer- such as life, disability, or property insur
ance- others have so far been resistant. 

However, another change resulting from the 
PPACA is likely to make more insurance agents 
consider shifting from representing carriers to 
representing buyers. Specifically, the PPACAS new 

In a defined-contribution market, agent 
compensation can take the form of a fee paid by 
the buyer, which is therefore separate from any 
minimum loss ratio calculation applied to insurer 
premium income 

"minimum loss ratio" regulations, which apply to all 
commercial major medical policies and took effect 
on January 1, 2011, will count commissions paid by 
carriers to agents against the share of the premium 
that insurers are allowed to retain to cover admin
istrative costs and for profit. Thus, health insurers 
will have a strong, new incentive to reduce, or even 
eliminate, sales commissions to agents, since those 
payments will now directly reduce insurer profits. 

In a defined-contribution market, however, agent 
compensation can take the form of a fee paid by the 
buyer, which is therefore separate from any mini
mum loss ratio calculation applied to insurer pre
mium income. This also means that agents can offer 
their clients all the plan options available in the 
defined-contribution market, not just those from 
insurers with whom they currently have contracts. 
State insurance regulators can help facilitate this 
transition by providing licensed brokers with addi
tional training, information, and comparison tools 
for the state's new defined-contribution market. 

Preserving State Authority 
in the Face of Obamacare 

Some state lawmakers may decide it is in the best 
interest of their state to simply refuse to implement 
an American Health Benefit exchange and instead 
focus solely on their own state-based reforms that 
counter Obamacare. That view is understandable, 
and consistent with the strong opposition to Obam
acare among many of their constituents. 

Others, however, may also want to shield their 
states from the legislation's harmful effects and min
imize federal interference in addition to advancing 
their own counter reforms at the state level. Those 
state lawmakers can enact defensive measures that 
slow, block, or restrict federal implementation of 
Obamacare in their states-at least until such time 
as the legislation is either repealed by Congress or 
voided by the Supreme Court. 
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One such defensive component is for state law
makers to protect the independence and integrity 
of their state insurance departments by refusing 
to accept (or returning, if already received) federal 

"premium review" grant funding. This funding was 
included in the PPACA in order to co-opt states into 
helping implement the legislation's new system of 
arbitrary and politically manipulated health-insur
er rate regulation by HHS. State lawmakers need 
to reassure the citizens they represent that their 
state insurance departments will continue to apply 
appropriate financial requirements so that premi
ums are sufficient to cover claims costs, and will not 
acquiesce to the Administration's agenda of politi
cized rate regulation- which could threaten insurer 
solvency and potentially leave policyholders liable 
for unpaid claims. 

Similarly, when it comes to the Obamacare AHB 
exchanges, state lawmakers should also consider 
taking a defensive strategy 

As noted, the PPACA effectively gives state gov
ernments a "right of first refusal" to design and 
operate AHB exchanges within federal guidelines. If 
a state does not exercise that right in a timely man
ner, the HHS Secretary is required to establish an 
exchange in that state. There are two important 
considerations that state lawmakers should take 
into account. 

First, a state refusing to create an AHB exchange 
raises the prospect of HHS-or an organization 
picked by HHS-controlling access to the state's 
Medicaid program. That is because the legislation 
requires the AHB exchange to enroll any individuals 
it determines Medicaid-eligible in the state Medic
aid program, instead of giving them the new fed
eral coverage subsidies.8 It also requires states to 
accept such individuals into their Medicaid pro
grams without any further eligibility determina
tion, leaving states unable to reject even erroneous 
eligibility determinations.9 The combined result of 
those two provisions is effectively to transfer con
trol over enrollment in state Medicaid programs to 
AHB exchanges beginning in 2014. From that point 
on, whoever controls the AHB exchange becomes 

8. PL 111-148 § 13ll(d)(4)(F). 

the de facto gatekeeper for both the states Medicaid 
program and the new federal subsidy system. 

Second, depending on how it is implemented, 
an AHB exchange can also become a de facto health 
insurance regulator that is in competition, or con
flict, with the state's insurance department. If a state 
creates the AHB exchange itself, state lawmakers 
can take steps to avoid or limit potentially duplica
tive or conflicting insurance market regulation. But 
if the state lets HHS create the AHB exchange, then, 
in order to meet the requirements of the PPACA 
with respect to participating insurance plans, the 
exchange will need to exercise the full range of 
insurance regulatory powers available to it under 
the legislation, since it will be unable to rely on 
the states insurance department. Thus, a state that 
declines to set up an AHB exchange can expect the 
exchange established by HHS to act as a duplicative, 
and likely conflicting, insurance regulator, further 
disrupting the state's health insurance market. 

Furthermore, the timing of this second risk is 
more immediate. While the Medicaid changes are 
not scheduled until 2014, a number of insurance 
regulations have already gone into effect. Thus, the 
sooner a state declares "non-compliance" with the 
PPACA, the sooner HHS will build an exchange in 
that state to act as a federal insurance regulator, and 
the sooner insurers will gravitate toward answer
ing to HHS rather than to the state's insurance 
department. 

The alternative to not creating an AHB exchange 
is for state lawmakers to establish a narrowly limit
ed and closely controlled AHB exchange within the 
parameters of the federal legislation. Such a "defen
sive" approach lets state lawmakers who oppose 
Obamacare, or who are at least wary of its effects, 
avoid the risk of losing control over their Medic
aid programs or insurance markets by letting HHS 
operate AHB exchanges in their states. 

The strategy behind this approach is for state 
lawmakers to tailor the design of their state's AHB 
exchange to maximize state government con
trol, restrict the potential for federal interference, 
minimize market disruptions, limit the associated 

9. New § 194 3(b)(l)(B) of the Social Security Act, as added by PL 111-148 § 2201. 
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costs and risks to the state, and preserve the state's 
options for responding to potential future changes 
in federal law. 

Structuring a "Defensive" AH B Exchange 
For a state that elects to take a "defensive" 

approach, the best way to proceed is by disaggregat
ing the functional components of the AHB exchange, 
determining the best solution for each function, 
and then networking the components into a whole, 
along the following lines: 

1. Corporate form and governance. The state 
should set up a "shell" AHB exchange and "sub
contract" its various functions to a combination of 
state agencies and private-sector vendors, based 
on relevant expertise. While the PPACA allows 
the exchange to be housed within a state govern
ment (either as a new agency or as a subset of an 
existing one), state lawmakers will likely prefer the 
alternative PPACA option of establishing their AHB 
exchange as a specially chartered, state-govern
ment-sponsored, independent entity- but without 
any regulatory powers.10 

There are three reasons for doing so. First, reg
ulatory powers are retained within the applicable 
agencies of state government- not delegated to a 
quasi-independent entity over which state lawmak
ers have limited control and which will be more 
inclined to take direction from federal officials. Sec
ond, the state government avoids directly manag
ing or funding the exchange's purely administrative 
functions, with those tasks instead contracted to pri
vate-sector vendors and funded by user fees. Third, 
the state has more flexibility to set governance of 
the exchange by a board composed of whatever mix 
of public officials and stakeholder representatives it 
deems most appropriate. 

2. Certification of insurers and health plans. 
Lawmakers should vest their state's insurance 
department with responsibility for determining 
which carriers and health plans "qualify" under 
state and federal law to be offered through the 
AHB exchange. They should then stipulate that the 
exchange is to accept, without modification, those 
determinations by the insurance department and 

10. PL 111-148 § 13ll(d)(l). 

fulfill its requirement under the PPACA to "certify" 
participating insurers and plans by simply forward
ing the state insurance departments determinations 
to HHS. 

Such an arrangement has several advantages. 
First, it preserves state authority and accountabil
ity with respect to insurance regulation. Second, 
it avoids the potential for duplication and confu
sion in market regulation. Third, it keeps insur
ance regulation in the hands of those with the most 
extensive technical expertise-existing state insur
ance regulators. Fourth, it enables the state to more 
effectively challenge or contest any HHS regulation 
or interpretation of the PPACA with which the state 
disagrees. Should such disputes arise, the state will 
be positioned to deploy in support of its case the 
data and technical expertise of its insurance depart
ment, augmented by the legal resources of the state's 
Attorney General, if necessary. 

As a related measure, state insurance law should 
be amended to stipulate that the certification of car
riers and plans to participate in the exchange is to be 
implemented by the state's insurance department on 
an "any willing plan" basis. Meaning, that any plan 
that meets the applicable federal and state standards 
in effect at that time- as determined by the state's 
insurance department- will be automatically certi
fied as eligible to be offered in the exchange. Such 
a move ensures a level competitive playing field for 
insurers, avoids the problems that arise when gov
ernments try to pick winners and losers, and helps 
preserve maximum consumer choice in the market. 

Lawmakers should also instruct their state insur
ance department to apply state insurance law until 
such time as federal law preempts state law, and 
not to make any preemptive regulatory changes 
to accommodate federal laws or regulations that 
have not yet taken effect. In addition to preserving 
state sovereignty, such an approach has the practi
cal advantages of limiting confusion in the market 
and serving as a "hedge" against the possibility that 
one or more of Obamacares new federal insurance 
requirements may be postponed, repealed, or signif
icantly altered prior to their statutory effective dates. 

3. Eligibility determination. State lawmakers 
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should require the exchange to subcontract eligibil
ity determinations to the state's Medicaid program in 
order to maintain state control. This also gives state 
lawmakers an opportunity to review their current 
program eligibility determination process and make 
improvements. For example, states that currently 
allow local governments to make program eligibility 
determinations might want to use this opportunity 
to consolidate that function at the state level, so as 
to achieve more consistent and accurate decisions. 
Under Obamacare, it will be necessary to determine 
if individuals are eligible for Medicaid under either 
pre-PPACA rules or under the PPACA Medicaid 
expansion provisions-with different federal match 
rates for the two eligibility categories. Also, a much 
larger share of the state's population that does not 
qualify for Medicaid or CHIP will be eligible for the 
new federal subsidies through the exchange, so law
makers will need to plan for increased funding and 
system upgrades as well. 

4. Certification of agents and "navigators." As 
with certification of insurers and health plans, state 
lawmakers should require the exchange to simply 
accept the determinations of the state's existing pro
fessional licensure system when it comes to certi
fying agents or organizations as "navigators" who 
assist individuals with enrolling in the exchange 
and choosing a health plan. State lawmakers will 
at some point need to amend the applicable state 
licensure statute and compensation regulations as 
necessary to conform them to whatever standards 
HHS eventually issues to implement these provi
sions of the PPACA. 

States will still be able to specify different licen
sure standards for agents selling health coverage 
outside of the exchange-if they so choose- though 
this would be a good opportunity for lawmakers 
to review those existing statutes and regulations to 
determine if other changes should be made to them 
as well. 

5. Administrative functions. When it comes 
to the various administrative functions that Obam
acare requires the exchange to perform- such as 
providing a Web site for enrollment, plan compa~i
son and plan selection, toll-free telephone assis
tance, an online calculator for determining plan 
costs to enrollees, information transmission to the 

U.S. Treasury to calculate and pay enrollee subsi
dies-the best course of action is for the exchange 
to simply hire private-sector vendors to provide the 
necessary software and operational support. 

If, at some point, either Congress rescinds fund
ing or the Supreme Court voids Obamacare, then 
the vendors will stop their work. In the event that 
Obamacare is still in place when the exchanges are 
scheduled to begin operation, a states enabling leg
islation should require the exchange to fund its sub
sequent ongoing operations with user fees. Because 
of the PPACAS minimum loss ratio regulations, the 
enabling legislation should further specify that the 
exchange is to charge such user fees to enrollees, 
not to participating insurers. 

In contracting for these administrative and tech
nical services, state lawmakers can either require 
the exchange to follow existing state government 
contracting procedures, or permit the exchange's 
governing board to adopt alternative procedures. 

6. State legislature oversigh t. A state that takes 
this approach should also establish special over
sight committees of its legislature to supervise the 
AHB exchange and the interactions between the 
exchange and relevant state government agencies 
and departments. The oversight committees should 
pay particularly close attention to the state's insur
ance department, its Medicaid and CHIP programs, 
and its tax and revenue department (which may be 
affected by the need to verify income in connection 
with eligibility determinations for Medicaid and the 
new federal subsidies). 

States will want to vest this oversight responsi
bility with new special committees-one for each 
legislative chamber, or, a single bicameral special 
committee- because implementation will involve 
several executive branch agencies and the jurisdic
tions of more than one standing committee. State 
legislatures typically have standing insurance com
mittees to handle insurance matters, as well as 
standing health committees with jurisdiction over 
the state's Medicaid and CHIP programs. Thus, the 
states legislative leadership will want to ensure that 
a special exchange oversight committee includes 
both members with experience and expertise in 
insurance law and members with experience and 
expertise in Medicaid and CHIP Leadership may 
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also want to ensure that members with experience 
and expertise in other areas, such as tax or appro
priations, serve on the special oversight committee. 

Furthermore, states whose legislatures meet in 
time-limited sessions will want to authorize any 
oversight committee as an "interim" committee so 
that it continues to function between the regular 
sessions of the legislature. Should an interim over
sight committee identify issues that need immedi
ate legislative attention, those states can use their 
established procedures for calling the full legislature 
back for a "special" session to consider any relevant 
legislation. 

7. Sunset provision. The state's enabling legis
lation should also include a sunset provision that 
automatically terminates the state's AHB exchange 
should a Supreme Court ruling void the legislation 
or should subsequent federal legislation be enact
ed that repeals the authority granted to the Sec
retary of Health and Human Services to establish 
AHB exchanges in states that do not establish such 
exchanges on their own. Specifically, the sunset 
provision should be triggered by any future federal 
repeal or nullification of Section 1321 ( c) of Public 
Law 111-148. 

Conclusion 
State lawmakers now face important decisions 

about whether they will pursue their own health 
insurance market reforms- separate and differ
ent from Obamacare- and whether they will cre
ate defensive AHB exchanges to shield their states 
and minimize federal interference while they await 
the ultimate disposition of Obamacare by Congress 
or the Supreme Court. State lawmakers should 
understand that these decisions, while related, are 
in fact severable. They can opt to pursue their own 
reforms, create a defensive AHB exchange, do both, 
or do neither. 

State lawmakers should pursue health insurance 
market reforms of their own design now, indepen-

dent of the PPACA, not only to increase access to 
coverage and provide incentives for better value 
in the near term, but also as a longer-term hedge 
against the uncertainties surrounding the timing of 
the eventual disposition of Obamacare's exchange 
provisions, related insurance market regulations, 
and the new federal subsidy program that the 
exchanges are intended to administer. 

While there are good reasons why some states 
may decide not to establish AHB exchanges, it is 
important that state lawmakers inclined toward that 
option carefully consider its implications for their 
states Medicaid program and insurance market. 
State lawmakers who feel more comfortable with a 
strategy that protects their state as much as possible 
until Obamacare's fate is decided by Congress or 
the Supreme Court can instead pursue the alterna
tive approach of adopting a limited, defensive AHB 
exchange design. 

Given the considerable uncertainty surround
ing if, when, or how the exchange provisions of 
the PPACA will be implemented, the wisest course 
for state lawmakers is to adopt responses that posi
tion their states for a range of possible outcomes. 
While state lawmakers, like everyone else, would 
obviously prefer to have more certainty regarding 
Obamacare, the reality is that they cannot expect to 
obtain such certainty any time soon. Consequent
ly, they will instead need to focus in the near term 
on finding ways to better manage the new uncer
tainty that Obamacare has injected into the health 
care system. Pending further changes at the fed
eral level, state lawmakers need to determine now 
the best approach in each of their respective states 
for advancing their own positive "counter reforms" 
while also protecting their constituents from the 
disruption and adverse effects of this deeply flawed 
and misguided federal legislation. 

-Edmund F Haislmaier is Senior Research Fellow 
in the Center for Health Policy Studies at The Heritage 
Foundation. 
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From: 
To: 

Subject: 
Date: 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

Hey, Big Spenders: A Memo to Washington Democrats 

July 12, 2011 I Posted by Michael Ricci I Permalink 

MEMO 

TO: The Democrats Who Run Washington 
CC: The American People 
RE: Your Recent Spending Binge 
DATE: July 12, 2011 

The American people are still asking 'where are the jobs?' and they know the spending spree going on 
here in Washington is part of the problem, not the solution. If it were, unemployment would be below 
eight percent today, as per your 'stimulus' promises. Instead, it's more than nine percent and still rising. 

Spending in Washington has been out of control for years, and Republicans certainly could have done 
more to stop it. But we have never presided over a spending binge of the magnitude seen under 
President Obama - from the 'stimulus' to ObamaCare to the explosion in discretionaiy spending. It's his 
economy that is faltering, failing to produce the jobs and the growth needed to keep us from descending 
deeper and deeper into debt. That's why on May 3, Republicans asked the president to send a plan 
to Congress that would raise the debt limit while cutting spending at the same t ime. 

We have yet to see such a plan. 



In the absence of this plan, Americans are left to assume you are proud of - or at least, content with -

this record: 

• A 24 percent increase in non-defense discretionary spending over the first two years of the 
Obama Administration, for a total of $734 billion in new Washington spending over the next 10 
years. This will be the third year in a row of $1 trill ion deficits. 

• A $3.7 trillion increase in the national debt since President Obama took office. The debt is on 
track to exceed the size of our entire economy this year. 

• A 'stimulus' that now carries a $830 billion price tag - $43 billion more than originally 
estimated - despite mounting evidence it failed to work as promised. 

• $1 .4 tril lion in new Washington spending on a government takeover of health care, which 
continues to be subject to revelations it will cost our economy jobs . The fact that it contains "the 
largest tax increase sjnce 1993" may have something to do with that. 

Republicans recognized we had lost our way. We put forward not just a plan to tum things around - but 
a pledge to America that we would do things differently than they had been done in the past under both 
parties. We've worked hard to make good on our pledge, cutting our own budgets, making it harder to 
increase spending, enacting real spending cuts, and reining in red tape. We passed a jobs budget that 
would spur private-sector job growth and pay down our debt over time. And we've built on the Pledge 
with a Plan for America's Job Creators designed to remove government barriers to private-sector job 
growth - the kind of growth the 'stimulus' promised but failed to deliver. 

At every tum, however, you have fought for more of the same - more spending, more taxes, and more 
debt - trying to soak families and small businesses to pay for big government. Again, if that 
Washington-knows-best approach worked, Americans wouldn't still be asking 'where are the jobs?' 

Republicans have led on these issues, and Americans are still waiting for President Obama to step up 
and do the same. A response to Republicans' May 3 letter would be a good start. 

SPEAKER PRESS OFFICE 
REP. JOHN BOEHNER (R-OH) 

H-232, THE CAPITOL 
(202) 225-0600 ( SPEAKER.GOV 

WEBSITE I CONTACT I PRIVACY POLICY 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: HHS Allows Governor "Designee" To Make Exchange Declaration
Date: Wednesday, August 22, 2012 2:07:57 PM

Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers: 
 
The final healthcare exchange  blueprint released last week allows for designees other than
Governors to sign the blueprint and obligate the state to a specific course of action.  This is
new in the final rule.  Upon first reading, it appears HHS is attempting to usurp governors
and/or legislatures.   Lindsay and I will be looking into this but welcome your expert
thoughts and ideas at any point. Should we need to message as a group, we’ll get ready to
do so. 
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
HHS Allows Governor 'Designee' To Make Exchange Declaration
Posted: August 22, 2012
 
HHS in the final health insurance exchange “blueprint” guidance allows governor designees,
such as elected state insurance commissioners, to declare the type of exchange states
intend to create. HHS previously told Inside Health Policy that in some states, insurance
commissioners, not governors, sign off on exchanges, but the earlier draft blueprint stated
that governors had to sign declarations.
 
The National Association of Insurance Commissioners affirms that its members think state
Department of Insurance (DOI) or other designees may sign exchange declaration letters and
no additional guidance is necessary.
 
In the draft blueprint that was released in May, HHS wrote that exchange declaration letters
would require the “Signature of Governor or Designee of the State,” and that without
exception the declaration letter must be signed by the governor. The final blueprint changed
that to, “Signature of Governor Designee of the State,” and HHS acknowledged that in some
states governors might not have the authority to declare partnership exchanges. States in
that position should contact CCIIO to work out details, HHS said.
 
A source tracking exchange implementation says there are 12 or 13 states that have elected
insurance commissioners who would be able to make such a declaration. The source says
that Kansas is an interesting state to watch because elected Commissioner Sandy Praeger



supports creating a state exchange, and Republican Gov. Sam Brownback and the state's
legislature oppose implementation the health care law.
 
Praeger said at a July 30 Bipartisan Policy Center forum that it would not be wise for her to
oppose her governor and legislature. However, she said she hopes to enter into a
partnership exchange with the federal government “so our insurance department can
continue to approve insurance rates, as well as approve policies offered on the exchange
and assist consumers with their complaints.”
 
HHS encourages states considering a state-based or partnership exchange model to send in
their declaration letters as soon as possible. States planning to operate state-based or
partnership in 2014 must submit their blueprints to HHS by Nov. 16 so the department can
approve the exchanges by Jan. 1. So far, 13 states have formally said that they would move
forward with a state-based exchange. In a partnership exchange, a state can oversee plan
management, consumer assistance, or both of those functions.
 
It is unclear which other non-governor state officials might be considering the option of
declaring their exchange model. -- Amy Lotven (alotven@iwpnews.com)
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 



From: NGA HHS Committee
To: HHS Committee
Subject: HHS Committee meeting -- briefing slides
Date: Wednesday, October 26, 2011 12:26:11 PM
Attachments: Melanie Bella Presentation 10262011-130231 (2).pdf

Attached please find the briefing slides for this afternoon’s 2pm meeting.
 
Heather E. Hogsett
Director
Committees on Health & Human Services and
Homeland Security & Public Safety
National Governors Association
(202)624-5360
 

From: Hogsett, Heather 
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2011 2:38 PM
To: HHS Reps (hhsreps@talk.nga.org)
Subject: HHS Committee meeting tomorrow
 
The Health and Human Services Committee will meet tomorrow at 2:00pm EST in the governors
room.  We will be joined by Melanie Bella, Director of the Federal Coordinated Health Care Office at
CMS.  Melanie will provide an overview of her office’s work regarding dual-eligibles.  An agenda and
call-in information are below.
 

HHS Committee Meeting
October 27, 2001

 passcode 
 

I.                  Melanie Bella, CMS on dual eligibles
 

II.               Letter discussion – health insurance exchange partnerships (Revised version attached. 
Please note that some edits have been modified due to states submitting similar
suggestions.)

 
III.              Other business

 
 
Heather E. Hogsett
Director
Committees on Health & Human Services and
Homeland Security & Public Safety
National Governors Association
(202)624-5360
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive



use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [hhsreps] as Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-203040-
158950.082c7c8c58e3aebbaf0a4c4dfd1615ea@talk.nga.org..

Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org



From: NGA HHS Committee
To: HHS Committee
Subject: HHS Committee meeting today
Date: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 9:39:42 AM
Attachments: HHS Leg Update (Aug 2011).docx

Policy Timeline.docx
HHS Policies.docx

The HHS Committee will meet this afternoon at 2:00pm EST in the governors room.  Pasted below
are the agenda and call-in information.
 

HHS Committee Meeting
9/14/11

; passcode 
 

I.                 Issue updates
a.      Health insurance exchanges
b.      SDW

II.               Policy process
III.              Governor outreach

 
Attachments: Legislative update; timeline for policy process; list of policies
 
 
Heather E. Hogsett
Director
Committees on Health & Human Services and
Homeland Security & Public Safety
National Governors Association
(202)624-5360
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [hhsreps] as Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-201488-
158950.082c7c8c58e3aebbaf0a4c4dfd1615ea@talk.nga.org..

Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org



From: NGA HHS Committee
To: HHS Committee
Subject: HHS Committee meeting tomorrow
Date: Wednesday, October 19, 2011 2:31:56 PM
Attachments: NGA Policy Update October 2011.pdf

The Health and Human Services Committee will meet tomorrow at 3:00pm EST in the governors
room.  Please note the change in date and time.  Below is the agenda and call-in information:
 

HHS Committee
October 20, 2011

; passcode 
 

I.                  Update on SDW meeting with HHS
II.               NGA Policy Process (see attached memo)
III.              Letter on health insurance exchange partnership models
IV.              Other business/open discussion

 
 
Heather E. Hogsett
Director
Committees on Health & Human Services and
Homeland Security & Public Safety
National Governors Association
(202)624-5360
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [hhsreps] as Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-202803-
158950.082c7c8c58e3aebbaf0a4c4dfd1615ea@talk.nga.org..

Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org



From: NGA HHS Committee
To: HHS Committee
Subject: HHS Committee meeting tomorrow
Date: Tuesday, October 25, 2011 1:37:56 PM
Attachments: Exchange partnerships letter - 10.20.11.doc

The Health and Human Services Committee will meet tomorrow at 2:00pm EST in the governors
room.  We will be joined by Melanie Bella, Director of the Federal Coordinated Health Care Office at
CMS.  Melanie will provide an overview of her office’s work regarding dual-eligibles.  An agenda and
call-in information are below.
 

HHS Committee Meeting
October 27, 2001

; passcode 
 

I.                  Melanie Bella, CMS on dual eligibles
 

II.               Letter discussion – health insurance exchange partnerships (Revised version attached. 
Please note that some edits have been modified due to states submitting similar
suggestions.)

 
III.              Other business

 
 
Heather E. Hogsett
Director
Committees on Health & Human Services and
Homeland Security & Public Safety
National Governors Association
(202)624-5360
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [hhsreps] as Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-203002-
158950.082c7c8c58e3aebbaf0a4c4dfd1615ea@talk.nga.org..

Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (HHS) 
GUIDANCE ON FEDERALLY-FACILITATED EXCHANGES 

 
BACKGROUND 
The Affordable Care Act (ACA) provides for the establishment of a Health Insurance Exchange 
(Exchange) in each state to help individuals and small employers purchase health insurance 
coverage offered by qualified health plans.  Each state may elect to establish an Exchange, rely 
on the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to establish an Exchange or partner 
with HHS to establish an Exchange for that state. 
 

On May 16, 2012, the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) 
released General Guidance on Federally-Facilitated Exchanges (“guidance”) which discusses how 
HHS will operate a Federally-Facilitated Exchange (FFE) in each state where a state-based 
Exchange is not established.  The 19-page document provides additional details on how states 
can partner with HHS to implement selected functions in an FFE, policies of key Exchange 
functions, and how HHS will consult with stakeholders to implement an FFE. 
 
Contrary to previous speculation, states that do not establish their own Exchanges will be able 
to select which pieces of the Exchange establishment and operation they want to implement. 
 
States must submit their Exchange blueprint applications by November 16, 2012.  A draft 
application is available at http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Exchangeblueprint05162012.pdf.  
States that do not intend to operate an Exchange are invited to submit a declaration letter but 
do not need to submit an application. 
 
HHS intends to propose a regulation for further comment to consider amending the final rules 
regarding Medicaid eligibility determinations made by Exchanges.    
 
STATE OPTIONS IN A FEDERALLY-FACILITATED EXCHANGE 
States will have two options to work with an FFE to support administration and operation of 
selected functions, depending on whether they are fully FFE or a partnership exchange. 
 
Federally-Facilitated Exchange. Under the FFE, the federal government will take on all Exchange 
responsibilities, including offering qualified health plans (QHPs), providing consumer assistance 
(including a website and call center), operating a Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) 
for small businesses and conducting eligibility determinations for affordability programs.  
Through agreements, the FFEs will operate and regulate in areas traditionally and exclusively 
governed by state insurance departments.   
 
States may elect to perform or may use the federal government to perform the following 
activities: 

 
• Reinsurance program; and 
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• Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) eligibility assessment or 

determination (in coordination with the Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services). 
 
The federal government intends to support the operations of the FFE by developing and 
implementing a system to calculate and collect user fees from participating issuers of QHPs. The 
details on these payments are due to be released in Fall 2012. 
 
Partnership Exchange. Under the partnership Exchange, the state must operate either or both of 
the following activities for the individual and small group markets: 
 

• Plan management, with responsibility for the following activities: 
o Certification, recertification and decertification of QHPs;  
o Data collection and transmission; and 
o Issuer oversight and management (subject to federal law and oversight). 

 
• in-person consumer assistance, to assist individuals in the following: 

o Completing and submitting an application; 
o Comparing and selecting a QHP; and 
o Enrolling in coverage. 

 
Additional details on the minimum functions of a Partnership Exchange are available in Chart 1, 
Summary of State Partner Functions in Plan Management, Consumer Assistance, on page 6 of 
the guidance.  
 
States may elect to perform or may use the federal government to perform the following 
activities: 

 
• Reinsurance program; and 

 
• Medicaid and CHIP eligibility assessment or determination (in coordination with the 

Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services). 
 
The federal government is ultimately responsible for the operation of the Exchange. 
 
KEY EXCHANGE FUNCTIONS IN A FEDERALLY-FACILITATED EXCHANGE 
Plan Management. The plan management function includes all aspects of QHP certification, 
monitoring, oversight and management, to include the following: 
 

• Reconsiderations of FFE certification decisions: Each FFE will provide a process for 
issuers to request reconsiderations of QHP certification decisions.  
 

• QHP agreements: HHS will enter into agreements with QHP issuers to memorialize 
certification and procedural requirements. This process will take place after the end of 
the QHP certification process.  
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• Plan data display on the FFE Web site: Each FFE will allow issuers to view and validate 
plan data before public display on the FFE Web site.  
 

• Recertification and the annual process for plan review: An FFE will establish a process for 
recertification. At a minimum, each FFE will annually ensure compliance with issuer 
licensure, solvency, accreditation data, review network adequacy and plan-level rate 
and benefit data, and consider changes to service areas and changes in ownership, 
mergers or acquisitions.  
 

• Decertification: Each FFE will establish a process for decertification of QHPs that fall out 
of compliance with QHP certification standards.  
 

• User fees: HHS will support the ongoing operations of FFEs by developing and 
implementing a system to calculate and collect user fees from participating issuers. HHS 
will include detailed information about FFE user fees in the draft notice of payment and 
benefit parameters that HHS plans to release this fall.  

 
With respect to the QHP certification process, each FFE will limit its role and authority to the 
certification and management of participating QHPs, which does not extend beyond the 
Exchange or affect otherwise applicable state law governing which health insurance products 
may be sold in the individual and small group markets.   Where possible, QHP certification 
standards will rely on reviews that state departments of insurance (DOI) currently conduct.  
Otherwise, HHS will perform the review to evaluate each potential QHP against all applicable 
certification standards.  
 
Accreditation and Quality Reporting. HHS intends to address accreditation and quality reporting 
as part of future rulemaking.  In the interim, FFEs will display selected Consumer Assessment of 
Healthcare Providers and Systems results from existing accreditation data.  
 
Eligibility Determination. States will have two options related to Medicaid and CHIP eligibility 
determination. 
 

• Option 1: FFE performs Medicaid and CHIP eligibility determination; or  
o The FFE will determine Medicaid and CHIP eligibility based on modified adjusted 

gross income (MAGI) and other state policies. 
o The FFE will electronically submit all information for an eligible applicant to the 

state Medicaid and CHIP agency. 
o The state Medicaid and CHIP agency will accept the FFE’s determination and 

provide Medicaid or CHIP enrollment and coverage. 
 

• Option 2: FFE performs Medicaid and CHIP eligibility assessments. 
o FFE will conduct assessments of Medicaid and CHIP eligibility based on MAGI 

and other state policies as part of the determination for advance premium tax 
credits and cost-sharing reductions. 

o FFE will electronically submit all information for a potentially eligible applicant 
to the state Medicaid and CHIP agency, which will make the final determination 
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and notify the FFE if the state Medicaid and CHIP agency finds that the applicant 
is ineligible. 

 
Agents and Brokers. Each FFE will offer an agent and broker portal, which would allow an agent 
or broker to assist individuals in enrolling in QHPs using the FFE website.  HHS will develop an 
Application Programming Interface (API) to allow a web-based broker to assist individuals in 
comparing and selecting QHPs using the broker’s website. Agents and brokers will be required 
to meet certain consumer protection standards. 
 
Federally-Facilitated SHOP (FF-SHOP).  For the purpose of SHOP participation, FF-SHOPs will use 
the upper threshold (50 or 100 employees). Each qualified small employer will choose from 
among FFE-approved coverage options and select a contribution scheme.  The qualified small 
employer decides whether employees pay individualized or composite rates.  Through the FF-
SHOP website, qualified small employers can model different coverage scenarios before making 
choices. The FF-SHOP will provide each qualified small employer with a single monthly bill and 
collect a single aggregate payment. 
 
STAKEHOLDER INPUT 
HHS will conduct extensive outreach and education on FFE policy and operations through 
technical assistance to stakeholders and by soliciting stakeholder/consumer input on FFE 
implementation in their states. 
 
COMMENTS 
Comments on this guidance may be sent to FFEcomments@cms.hhs.gov by June 18, 2012.  
Comments should be organized by and respond to each section of the guidance. 
 
CONTACT 
If you have any questions about this document or its subject matter, please feel free to contact 
William Garner, Legislative Director, HHS Committee, wgarner@nga.org or (202) 624-5369. 
 
 
 
 



LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
SEPTEMBER 2011 

 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
NGA Staff Contact:  Heather Hogsett, 202/624-5360 
 
Implementation of the Affordable Care Act. The passage of health care reform legislation in March 
2010 set up a series of changes to the U.S. health care system at both the state and federal level, 
culminating in a significant expansion of the Medicaid program and the creation of 50 state insurance 
exchanges, both scheduled to take effect January 1, 2014. 
 
The health reform law continues to be a hotly debated subject in the 112th Congress. The dynamic of a 
Democratic controlled Senate and a Republican controlled House of Representatives, however, means 
that legislative action in this area is unlikely.  The bulk of the actual activity around health reform over 
the next year will be implementation at the state level and within the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) as it develops and finalizes detailed guidance and regulations regarding 
implementation.  Thus far, HHS has issued several proposed rules regarding the establishment of health 
exchanges, Medicaid eligibility, exchange eligibility and employer standards, and eligibility for premium 
tax credits.   
 
Special Disability Workload. Special Disability Workload (SDW) refers to a project to address the 
federal government’s liability for the cost of health care provided by state Medicaid programs that was the 
responsibility of Medicare.  It is estimated that states spent over four billion dollars of their own funds to 
cover care that should have been provided by the federal government.  NGA sent a letter to Health and 
Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius on July 1, 2011, requesting that HHS reimburse states for 
their expenditures by issuing a credit to be used against the state share of current Medicaid expenditures.  
NGA continues to work with HHS and the Administration to resolve this long standing issue. 
 
TANF Reauthorization. The Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program is the federal 
block grant to states to provide cash welfare benefits and other time-limited work supports for low-
income families. Created in 1996 to replace the old welfare entitlement program, the TANF program's 
authorization is currently set to expire September 30, 2011.  Full reauthorization would involve a complex 
discussion of funding levels, allowable uses of program dollars, re-examining the effectiveness of various 
state approaches, and debates about whether TANF is a work support program, or an anti-poverty 
program. These contentious issues are unlikely to be resolved in the divided 112th Congress, and as a 
result, it is highly likely that Congress will simply extend the current authorization temporarily, although 
the lack of long term stability will make efficient administration of the program difficult at the state level. 
 



THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

The Honorable Bob McDonnell 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal 

November 15, 2012 

Republican Governors Public Policy Committee 
Republican Governors Association 
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 250 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Governor McDonnell and Governor Jindal: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the implementation of the Affordable Care Act. 
Giving states the flexibility they need has been a critical principle in our work to implement the 
Affordable Care Act since it was signed into law more than two years ago. Our team has worked 
closely with Governors from across the country to answer their questions and gather their input. 

States have and will continue to be partners in implementing the health care law and we are 
committed to providing states with the flexibility, resources, and time they need to deliver the 
benefits of the health care law to the American people. We will continue to work directly with 
individual states to address their particular questions and concerns. 

You recently requested additional time to declare whether states will elect to run a State-based 
Exchange. Under the law, we are required to certify states' plans to run their own Exchange in 
2014 by January 1, 2013. While receiving a letter of intent now will help us assist states in 
finalizing their application, a state may submit both a letter of intent and an application to 
operate its own Exchange by December 14. States may also apply to operate their Exchange in 
partnership with the federal government by February 15, 2013. And a state may apply at any 
time to run an Exchange in future years. 

As we have worked to implement the Affordable Care Act, we have issued information and 
guidance to states regarding provisions of the health care law. Additional guidance will be 
released in the coming days and weeks and our team will do everything possible to answer 
questions and provide technical assistance to state leaders. 

·We are confidentGovernors will have enough time to decide whether they want to establish an 
Exchange, work in partnership with the federal government or have a federally- facilitated 
Exchange in their state. We look forward to working with Governors as we continue to 
implement the law. 

Sincerely, 

athleen Sebelius 



From: Quam, David
To: Reps
Subject: HHS Releases New FAQ on Health Insurance Exchange Establishment
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 11:24:17 AM

To:  Washington Reps and State Federal Contacts
Re:  HHS FAQs on Health Insurance Exchange Establishment
 
Today, HHS released FAQs regarding funding available to states under Affordable Care Act for states
to establish a  state-based exchange,  state partnership exchange, or to prepare state systems for a
federally  facilitated  exchange.    We  are  providing  a  link  here  for  your  reference:
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/factsheets/hie-est-grant-faq-06292012.htm.
 
Please contact William Garner with any questions.
 
DCQ
 
 
William Garner
Legislative Director, Committee on Health and Human Services
National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001-1512
Phone: (202) 624-5369
E-mail: wgarner@nga.org
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-212267-
158946.9da273b890faf8871af12dd59a396601@talk.nga.org.



Summary of Waiver Application Process and Approva ls provided by the US Department of Hea lth and Human Services: 

Helping Americans Keep the Coverage They Have and 
Promoting Transparency 
Helping Consumers Keep their Coverage 

The Affordable Ca re Act is designed to provide Americans with affordable, high-quality coverage options - whi le 
ensuring that those who like their cu rrent coverage can keep it . Unfortunately, today, limited benefit plans, or 
"mini-med" plans are often the only type of insurance offered to some workers. In 2014, the Affordable Ca re Act 
will end mini-med plans when Americans will have better access to affordable, comprehensive hea lth insurance 
plans that cannot use high deductibles or annual limits to limit benefits. In the meantime, the law requires 
insurers to phase out the use of annual dollar limits on benefits. In 2011, most plans can impose an annual limit 
of no less than $750,000. 

Mini-med plans have lower limits than allowed under the Affordable Care Act. While mini-med plans do not 
provide security in the event of serious illness or accident, they are unfortunately the only option that some 
employers offer. In order to protect coverage for these workers, the Affordable Ca re Act allows these plans to 
apply for temporary waivers from rules restricting the size of annual limits to some group hea lth plans and hea lth 
insurance issuers. 

Waivers on ly last for one year and are only available if the plan certifies that a waiver is necessary to prevent 
either a large increase in premiums or a significant decrease in access to coverage. I n addit ion, enrollees must 
be informed that their plan does not meet the requirements of the Affordable Care Act. No other provision of the 
Affordable Care Act is affected by these waivers : they only apply to the annual limit policy. 

As of today, a total of 733 waivers have been granted for 2011 . Key facts about annual limits waivers : 

• There was an increase in the number of applications received at the end of 2010 because December 1 was 
the fina l day to apply for a waiver for a plan or policy year that begins on January 1 - as many plans do. 
Over 500 waivers were granted in December. Whi le the number of approved waivers increased by more 
than 200 percent, the tota l number of enrollees in plans receiving waivers has increased by only 48 percent 
since the previous posting. 

• Of all the waivers granted to date: 

o Employment-Based Coverage: The vast majority - 712 plans representing 97 percent of all wa ivers -
were granted to hea lth plans that are employment-related. 

• Self-Insured Employer Plans Applicants: Employer-based hea lth plans received most of the 
waivers - 359. 

• Collectively-Bargained Employer-Based Plan Applicants: Most of the other health plans receiving 
waivers are mult i-employer hea lth funds created by a collective ba rgaining ag reement between 
a union and two or more employers, pursuant to the Taft-Hartley Act. These "union plans" are 
employment based group hea lth plans and operate for the sole benefi t of workers. They tend to 
be larger than other typical group hea lth plans because they cover mult iple employers. There 
are also sing le-employer union plans that have received a waiver. I n tota l, 182 collectively
ba rgained plans have received wa ivers. 

• Health Reimbursement Arrangements (HRAs) : HRAs are employer-funded group health plans 
where employees are reimbursed tax-free for qua lified medical expenses up to a maximum 
dolla r amount for a coverage period. In tota l, HHS has approved 171 applications for waivers 
for HRAs. 

o Health Insurers: Sixteen wa ivers were granted to hea lth insurers, which can apply for a wa iver for 



multiple mini-med products sold to employers or individua ls. 

o State Governments: Four waivers have gone to State governments. States may apply for a wa iver of 
the restricted annual limits on behalf of issuers of state-mandated policies if state law required the 
policies to be offered by the issuers prior to September 23, 2010. 

• The number of enrollees in plans with annua l limits waivers is 2.1 mil lion, representing on ly about 1 
percent of all Americans who have private health insurance today. 

lmproyjog Transparency 

HHS periodica lly posts the list of the plans that have been granted waivers to ensure the public is aware of the 
waiver process and stakeholders understand how they are affected. Also, on December 9, 2010 HHS issued new 
rules requi ring that hea lth insurers offering mini-med plans must notify consumers in plain language that their 
plan offers extremely limited benefits and direct them to www.HealthCare.gov where they can get more 
information about other coverage options. The rules require health plans with waivers to tell consumers if their 
hea lth ca re coverage is subject to an annua l dollar limit lower than what is required under the law. This way, 
enrollees know when their coverage is limited. 

Annual limits waivers are temporary. In 2014 annual dollar limits will be prohibited and mini-med plans will no 
longer be necessary. 

Approved Applications for Waiver of the Annual Limits Requirements 
Updated Januarv 26. 2011 

All Applicants Listed have had 1 or more plans/ policies approved. 

Approved State applicants are listed separately below 

Applications for waivers from annua l limit requirements are reviewed on a case by case basis by Department 
officials who look at a series of factors including whether or not a premium increase is large or if a significant 
number of enrollees would lose access to their current plan because the coverage would not be offered in the 
absence of a wa iver. More detailed information on specific criteria can be found at: 
http://www.hhs .gov/ ociio/ regulations/ ll-05-2010annual limits waiver bulletin .pdf. Approved applicants are 
granted an annua l limit waiver for one year. The Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight's sub
regulatory guidance on the process for obtaining waivers of the annua l limits requirements may be found at : 
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/ regulations/patient/ ociio 2010-1 20100903 508.pdf 

Plan Number Application 

Applicant 
Application 

Effective of 
Completed Waiver 

Received by Approved Date Enrollees Applicant 

1 24 Hour Fitness 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,758 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

2 Allied Building Inspectors 
11/ 29/ 20 10 1/ 1/ 2011 2,720 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 IUOE Local 211 Welfare Fund 

3 Alpha Omega Home Health, 11/ 30/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 150 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
LLC 

4 Andersen Corporation 11/ 16/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,852 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 



5 
Bowman Sheet Metal Heating 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 & Air-conditioning 

6 
Bricklayers Insurance & 

11/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,997 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Welfare Fund 

Bridge, Structural, 

7 
Ornamental & Reinforcing 

12/ 1/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 290 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Ironworkers Local Union No. 
60* 

8 Carey Johnson Oil Co, Inc 11/ 22/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 157 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

9 
Catholic Charities of the 

12/ 2/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 201 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Diocese of Albany* 

10 
Cement Masons' Local No. 

11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 450 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
502 Welfare Fund 

11 
City of Bloomington VEBA 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 750 12/ 29/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Health Savings Plan* 

12 City of Burnsville * 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 290 12/ 29/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

13 City of Olathe* 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 624 12/ 14/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

14 Clausen Miller PC 12/ 20/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 150 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

15 Crystal Run Village, Inc* 12/ 4/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 1,350 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

16 Delta Apparel 12/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 67 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

17 Discovery Benefits* 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,739 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

18 Dr. Trailer Repair, Inc. 11/ 10/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 18 12/ 29/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

Employer-Teamsters Local 
19 Nos. 175 & 505 Health and 11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 358 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

Welfare Fund 

20 Entrust 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

21 Fabri-Quilt 11/ 2/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 104 12/ 29/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

22 GC Harvesting, Inc. 12/ 20/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,500 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

23 Glen Curtis, Inc. #2143 12/ 3/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 227 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

24 Heritage Christian Services 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,662 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 



!BEW Local 3 NYC Electrical 
25 Division Health & Welfare 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,072 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

Fund 

Indiana Area UFCW Union 

26 
Locals and Retail Food 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 6,885 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Employers' Health and 
Welfare Plan 

27 Ingham County 12/ 22/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 42 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

28 
Innovative Driver Services 

12/ 21/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 36 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Company 

29 Integrity Data* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 24 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

30 
Inter-County Hospitalization 

12/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 177 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 Plan, Inc. 

31 Jakov P. Dukich & Sons 11/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 107 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

32 
Jefferson Rehabilitation 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 240 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Center 

33 JLG Harvesting, Inc. 12/ 3/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 188 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

34 Johnson Machine Works 11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 191 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

35 Kent County 12/ 22/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 10 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

Laborers' District Council of 
36 Virginia Health and Welfare 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 296 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

Trust Fund 

37 Laborers National Health and 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 8 ,690 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Welfare Fund 

38 Local 1245 Health Fund 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,486 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

Local 237 Teamsters Suffolk 

39 
Regional Off-Track Betting 

11/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 328 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Corp. Health and Welfare 
Trust Fund 

40 Local 295 Welfare Fund 12/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,228 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

41 Local 381 Group Insurance 11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,346 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Fund 

42 Local 805 Welfare Fund 11/ 1/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 1,376 12/ 17/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

43 Marble Industry Trust Fund 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,325 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 



44 McGregor Schools I SO # 4 * 12/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 38 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

45 Ml Soffe 12/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 270 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

46 
MO- Kan Teamsters and 

11/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,494 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 Welfare Fund 

47 Mounds View Public Schools* 12/ 3/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 76 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

48 MVP 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 21,S48 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

49 North State Bank 11/ 30/ 2010 6/ 1/ 2011 S8 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

50 North States Industries Inc* 12/ 3/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 92 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

51 Pathways Inc. 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 SS 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

52 
Pavers and Road Builders 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,303 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
District Council Welfare Fund 

53 Phoenix Children's Academy 12/ 16/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,S22 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

54 
Roofers Loca l 8 Insurance & 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,321 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 Trust Fund 

55 
San Bernardino IHSS Public 

12/ 1/ 2010 4/ 1/ 2011 1,317 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Authority 

56 SCC Healthcare Group, LLP 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 lOS 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

57 Schenectady ARC* 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 S14 12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

58 Schoharie County ARC* 11/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 276 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

59 Sieben Polk Law Firm 11/ 19/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 3 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

60 Site l, Inc. 12/ 21/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 2,060 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

61 
Southern Graphic 

11/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 411 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 Communication Health Fund 

62 
Springbrook Standalone 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 S24 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
HRA* 

63 St. Lawrence NYSARC* 11/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,734 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

64 
Sunview Vineyards of 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 6,SOO 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
California, Inc. 



Tandem Eastern Inc. I 
65 Consolidated Transport 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 601 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

Systems, Inc. 

66 Taylor Farms 11/ 29/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 121 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

67 Teamsters Union Local # 35 11/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1, 109 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

The Day Care 

68 
Council / Council of 

12/ 3/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 193 12/ 27/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Supervisors and 
Administrators Welfare Fund 

69 
The Public Authority of San 

11/ 15/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 277 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Luis Obispo County 

70 
The University Financing 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 8 12/ 10/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 Foundation, Inc. 

71 
The Village of Newark Non-

11/ 8/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 40 12/ 29/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Union Employee Plan * 

72 
Theatrical Stage Employees 

11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 9 ,200 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Local One 

73 Tuff Shed, Inc. 11/ 29/ 2010 4/ 1/ 2011 311 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

74 
U.A. Local 13 & Employers 

11/ 30/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 1,039 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Group Insurance Plan* 

UFCW & Participating Food 
75 Industry Employers Tri-State 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 107 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

Health & Welfare Fund 

76 
UFCW Local 1500 Welfare 

12/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 16,588 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Fund 

77 UFCW Local One Health Care 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,335 12/ 28/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Fund 

78 Ulster Greene ARC* 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,072 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 

79 
Westminster-Canterbury of 

11/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 192 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
Lynchburg 

80 
Wine and Liquor Salesmen of 

10/ 20/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,083 12/ 29/ 2010 12/ 30/ 2010 
NJ 

81 A-1 Transport 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 38 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

82 
AIDS Council of 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 78 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 
Northeastern New York 

83 Avon Central School District 12/ 1/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 6 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 



84 Azeros Health Plans, Inc. * 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 36 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

85 Benton County* 12/ 3/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 200 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

86 Bessey Tools, Inc. 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 6 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

87 Canandaigua City Schools* 12/ 1/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2011 1,058 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

88 City of Eagan* 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 120 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

City of Shakopee Post-
89 Employment Health Care 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 153 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

Savings Account Plan * 

90 Community Work and 
11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 382 11/ 17/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

Independence Inc. 

91 Continuing Developmental 
11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 623 12/ 14/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

Services 

92 Crystal Cabinet Works, Inc. 11/ 30/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 304 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

93 CU * Answers, Inc. 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 152 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

94 Euromarket Designs, Inc., 
12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,452 12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

d / b / a Crate and Barrel 

95 First National Bank of 
11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 51 12/ 20/ 2011 12/ 29/ 2010 

Dietrerich 

96 Franziska Racker Centers* 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 795 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

97 Fridley Public Schools Health 
11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 79 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

Savings Plan* 

98 FSA/SUNYAB-Campus Dining 
12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 67 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

and Shops 

99 Genesee County ARC* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 254 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

Genesee County Economic 
100 Development Corp Health 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 9 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

Reimbursement Account* 

101 Grand Island Central School 
12/ 1/ 2010 9/ 1/ 2011 507 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

District* 

102 Hammondsport Central 
12/ 1/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 67 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

School District 

103 Imperial Wholesale, Inc. 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 14 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 



Learning Disabilities 
104 Association of Western New 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 90 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

York 

Minnesota State Retirement 

105 
System Post-Employment 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 280 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 
Health Care Savings Plan -
City of Roseville* 

106 
Naples Central School 

12/ 1/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 151 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 
District 

107 
Naples Central School 

12/ 1/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 113 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 
District Support Staff 

108 
Newark Central School 

12/ 1/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 436 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 
District 

109 
Niagara-Wheatfield CSD Self 

12/ 1/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 72 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 Funded 

110 
Panama Central School 

12/ 1/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 20 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 
District 

111 
People 1st Health Strategies, 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 9 11/ 30/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 
Inc. 

112 
Pipe Fitters' Welfare Fund, 

11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 709 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 
Local 597* 

Ron Clark Construction 
113 Health reimbursement 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 18 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

Arrangement* 

114 
Sherman Central School 

12/ 1/ 2010 9/ 1/ 2011 59 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 District 

115 
Silver Creek Central School 

12/ 1/ 2010 9/ 1/ 2011 106 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 
District* 

116 Sodus Central School District 12/ 1/ 2010 9/ 1/ 2011 122 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

117 Telco Construction 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 15 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

118 Town of Albion 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 5 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

119 Town of Chenango 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 41 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

120 Town of Lockport 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 42 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

121 Twin City Die Casting* 11/ 19/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 148 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

122 
Western Area Volunteer 

12/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 30 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 
Emergency Services * 



123 Westfield Academy* 12/ 1/ 2010 9/ 1/ 2011 53 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 

124 
Williamson Central School 

12/ 1/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 278 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 29/ 2010 
District 

125 
American Radio Association 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 32 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 28/ 2010 Plan 

Carpenters Health and 
126 Security Trust of Western 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 8 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 28/ 2010 

Washington 

127 
Communicare Health 

11/ 29/ 2010 5/ 1/ 2011 10,138 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 28/ 2010 
Benefits Trust 

District Council 1707 Local 
128 389 Home Care Employees 11/ 23/ 2010 9/ 1/ 2011 7,867 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 28/ 2010 

Health & Welfare Fund 

Health and Welfare Plan of 

129 
the Laundry, Dry Cleaning 

11/ 16/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,000 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 28/ 2010 
Workers & Allied Industry 
Health Fund, Workers United 

Northern Illinois and Iowa 
130 Laborers Health and Welfare 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 133 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 28/ 2010 

Fund 

131 Prell Services 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 63 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 28/ 2010 

United Food and Commercial 

132 
Workers Retail Employees 

11/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 98 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 28/ 2010 
and Employers Health and 
Welfare Plan 

133 A-1 Realty* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 7 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

134 AABR* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 504 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

135 ABCO Diecasters* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 5 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

136 Alfred P. Sloan* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 41 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

137 Alizio & Galfunt* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

138 All American Heating and 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 21 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
AC* 

139 Allied Pilots Association 11/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 678 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

140 
Amherst Central School 

11/ 30/ 2010 9/ 1/ 2011 53 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
District* 



141 
AristaCare at Meadow 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 115 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Springs* 

142 Arthur Sanderson& Sons* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 15 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Associated General 
143 Contractors of ND 11/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,002 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Employees* 

144 Autistic Service, Inc.* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 217 12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

145 Bartech Group 11/ 22/ 2010 4/ 1/ 2011 1, 189 12/ 17/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

146 Basf Fuel Cell, Inc.* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 40 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

147 Battery Park City Authority* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 44 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

148 
Battery Park City 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 55 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Conservancy* 

149 Benefit Analysis Inc.* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 17 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

150 Blaze SSI* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 10 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

151 Blue Beacon 12/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,500 12/ 17/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Board of Trustees for the 
152 Operating Engineers Local 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,465 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

101 Health and Welfare Fund 

153 Business Wire* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 440 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

154 Cargo Ventures* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

155 Carnegie Corporation of NY* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 33 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

156 Carpenters Local No. 491 12/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,200 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Health & Welfare Plan 

157 
Central Laborers' Welfare 

12/ 2/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,863 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Fund 

Central States, Southeast 
158 and Southwest Areas Health 11/ 30/ 2010 9/ 1/ 2011 326 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

and Welfare Fund 

159 City of Cottage Grove* 9/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 90 12/ 2/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

160 City of Inver Grove Heights* 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 130 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 



161 City Of Roseville MN* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 210 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

162 Clinton Management* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 7 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

163 Cloquet Area Fire 
12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 22 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 Department* 

164 Cohen Partners* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 5 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

165 Community Bank of Bergen 
12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 8 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

County* 

166 Community Mainstreaming* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 92 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

167 Contract Cleaners Service 
11/ 18/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,772 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Employees Benefit Trust 

168 Cornerstone Search Group* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 5 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

169 D & D Ag Supply and 
11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 8 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Construction, Inc.* 

170 Dial Senior Management, Inc 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 127 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

171 Douglaston Development* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 13 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

172 Dr. Margaret Andrin, MD 
12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

FACOG LLC* 

173 Dynasil Corporation* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 16 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

174 Echo Molding* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 29 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

175 Eighth District Electrical 
11/ 16/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 137 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Benefit Fund 

176 Electrical Workers Health 
11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,994 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

and Welfare Fund 

177 Enterprise Concrete 
12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 82 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Products, LLC Texas 

178 Epilepsy Foundation* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 336 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

179 
Epilepsy Foundation 

12/ 2/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 19 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Northeastern New York* 

180 Evans Chemetics* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 179 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

181 Excellus Health Plan 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 18,860 12/ 22/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 



182 
Fairport Central School 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 848 12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
District* 

183 
Goodwill Industries of 

10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 90 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Central Indiana 

184 Gregory Packaging * 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 40 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

185 Gulf Coast Health Care 12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 2,497 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

186 
Handcraft Manufacturing 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 48 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Corporation* 

187 
Haver Analytics Health 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 102 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Waiver* 

188 
Health Care Employees 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 744 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Dental and Medical Trust 

189 Hiawatha Medical, Inc.* 12/ 2/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 17 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

190 
Highfield Gardens Care 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 so 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Center* 

191 Hirsch International * 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 38 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Hotel, Restaurant & Bar 
192 Employees Health and 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 98 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Welfare Fund 

193 Hypex Inc.* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

194 
IBEW Local Union No. 126 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,251 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Health and Welfare Fund 

International Union of 

195 
Operating Engineers, 

11/ 16/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 59 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Supplemental Benefit Fund 
Local 409* 

196 Interstate Connecting 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 78 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Components * 

197 
Jacobson Family 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 7 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Investments* 

198 J-B Wholesale Pet Supplies* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 19 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

199 JKL International* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 9 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

200 
Jump, Scutellaro, and Co., 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 6 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
LLP* 

201 
KC International dba Ekman 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 36 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Recycling * 



202 Kerwin Communications* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 14 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

203 
Kingstown Capital 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 5 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Management* 

204 Koellman Gear Corporation* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 7 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

205 Kramer Electronics* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

206 
Lakeview Subacute Care 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 61 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Center* 

207 
Langan Engineering and 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 51 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Financial Services, Inc.* 

208 LBDD* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 5 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

209 League of Minnesota Cities * 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 70 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

210 
Leisure Properties LLC 

11/ 30/ 2010 6/ 1/ 2011 158 12/ 17/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
d / b / a / Crownline Boats* 

211 
Liberty House Nursing 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 15 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Home* 

212 Lifetime Assistance, Inc* 12/ 1/ 2010 7/ 15/ 2011 1,344 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

213 Lincoln Hall* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 296 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

214 Local 888 UFCW 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,004 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

215 
Maharishi University of 

10/ 26/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 154 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Management 

216 
Mamiya America 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 26 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Corporation* 

217 
Mandt Reiss & Associates 

11/ 20/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 12/ 10/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
PLLC 

218 
Margaret P. Muscarelle Child 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 13 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Dev. Center* 

219 Merrill Farms LLC 11/ 19/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 35 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

220 Micelli Motors, Inc.* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 6 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

221 Midwest Asphalt Corporation 11/ 19/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 53 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
* 

222 Midwest Teamsters 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,315 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 



223 Monroe County * 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 719 12/ 14/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

224 
Nassau County Chapter, 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,581 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
NYSARC, Inc* 

225 NCHC, Inc.* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 15 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

New York State Assn. for 

226 
Retarded Children Erie Co. 

11/ 29/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 1, 125 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Chapter dba/ Heritage 
Centers * 

227 NJ Society of CPAs* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 74 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

228 North Greece Fire District* 11/ 18/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 110 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Northern Minnesota-
229 Wisconsin Area Retail Food 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3, 100 12/ 17/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Health & Welfare Fund 

230 
Ogontz Avenue Revitalization 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 32 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Corporation* 

231 Parkview Care and Rehab* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 18 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

232 PCB Machining Solutions* 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 60 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

233 PCB Piezotronics* 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 700 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

234 
Philadelphia Macaroni 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Company* 

235 Phoenix Partners Group, LP* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

236 Privilege Underwriters, Inc.* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 75 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

237 Progressive AE * 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 81 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

238 
Quadrant Capital Advisors, 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 19 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Inc.* 

239 
Regency Management Group, 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 8 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
LLC* 

240 Rhoads Industries* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 71 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

241 
Roofers Local #96 Health & 

12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 2,838 12/ 20/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Welfare Fund 

242 Rowe and Company, Inc.* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 5 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 



243 
Rush-Henrietta Central 

11/ 30/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 1,327 12/ 21/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
School District HRA* 

Security Benefit Fund of the 
244 Uniformed Firefighters 12/ 14/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 23,900 12/ 14/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Association of New York City 

245 
SEIU Health and Welfare 

12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 161 12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
fund, 2000 

246 Seneca Cayuga ARC * 11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1, 187 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

247 
Service Employees 32BJ 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 7,020 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
North Health Benefit Fund* 

248 Sierra Video Systems* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 6 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

249 SMEG* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

250 Strategic Industries* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 6 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

251 
Superior Officers Council 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 8 ,950 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 Health and Welfare Fund 

252 
Teamsters Local Union 966 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,519 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Health Fund 

253 Techno Source USA* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 16 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

254 
The Alternative Living Group, 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 170 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Inc.* 

The Arc of Otsego (Otsego 
255 County Chapter NYSARC, 11/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 535 12/ 17/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

Inc.) * 

256 
The Arc of Rensselaer 

12/ 13/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 825 12/ 14/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 County* 

257 The City of Cloquet* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 79 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

258 The Henry Luce Foundation* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 13 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

259 
The Maritime Aquarium of 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 39 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Norwalk, Inc.* 

260 The Pew Charitable Trusts * 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 238 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

261 The Rehabilitation Center* 12/ 6/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 442 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

262 
The Robert Wood Johnson 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 223 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Foundation* 



263 Topco* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 24 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

264 Totino Grace High School * 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 94 12/ 17/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

265 Urstadt Biddle Properties* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 34 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

266 W.H. Reaves & Co., Inc.* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 27 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

267 
Walder, Hayden & Brogan, 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 37 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
PA* 

268 
Walters-Morgan 

12/ 6/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 26 12/ 23/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Construction, Inc. 

269 Wellspring Advisors * 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 27 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

270 
West Bergen Mental 

12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 110 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 
Healthcare* 

271 Westchester ARC* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 613 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

272 Westchester JCS* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 274 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

273 Western Beef* 12/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 815 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 23/ 2010 

274 Hollow Metal Trust Fund 10/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,250 12/ 9/ 2010 12/ 21/ 2010 

275 
Theatrical Teamsters Local 

11/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 487 11/ 29/ 2010 12/ 21/ 2010 
817 IBT Welfare Fund 

276 
Vestal Manufacturing 

11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 174 11/ 22/ 2010 12/ 21/ 2010 
Enterprises, Inc. 

277 AccessAbility, Inc. 11/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 25 12/ 14/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

278 
Ackerman Oil Employee 

11/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 47 12/ 10/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 
Benefit Trust 

Albany County Chapter, 
279 NYSARC Inc., OBA New 11/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 453 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

Visions of Albany* 

280 American Eagle Outfitters 11/ 16/ 2010 3/ 1/ 2011 9 11/ 26/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

281 Basin Disposal 11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 9 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

282 Bengard Ranch, Inc. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 609 12/ 9/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 



283 Bestway Rental, Inc 10/ 28/ 2010 8/ 1/ 2011 202 11/ 26/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

284 Big Lots, Inc. 11/ 11/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 35 12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

285 Byrd Harvest, Inc. 11/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 484 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

286 
Cardinal Hayes Home for 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 284 11/ 30/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 
Children HRA plan * 

287 
CDS Administrative Services, 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 8 11/ 30/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 
LLC 

288 
Center for Energy and 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 105 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 
Environment* 

289 City of Brooklyn Park* 11/ 18/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 372 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

290 
D'Arrigo Bros. Co. of 

11/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,816 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 
California 

291 Defender Services, Inc. 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 289 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

292 DineEquity, Inc 11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 131 12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

293 Green Leaf Distributors, Inc. 11/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 27 11/ 22/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

294 
IBEW Local Union No. 728 

11/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 31 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 
Family Healthcare Plan 

295 Joseph Gallo Farms 11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 345 11/ 26/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

296 Life Benefit Plan 11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,476 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

297 
Luther Automotive Group 

11/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 660 12/ 9/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 
HRA* 

298 Metrics Inc. 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 231 11/ 30/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

299 
Nueces County Appraisal 

11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 77 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 
District 

300 Ocean Properties Ltd 11/ 23/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 750 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

301 P-R Farms, Inc. 11/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 128 12/ 15/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

302 SEIU Health & Welfare Fund 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,620 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

303 
Sports Arena Employees' 

11/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 611 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 
Local 137 Welfare Fund 



304 Staywell Saipan Basic Plan 11/ 28/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 113 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

Truck Drivers and Helpers 
305 Local 355 Health and Welfare 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 905 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 20/ 2010 

Fund 

Communications Workers of 
306 America, Local 1180 Security 11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 19,000 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Benefits Fund 

Health and Welfare Fund of 

307 
the Detectives' Endowment 

11/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 17,924 11/ 22/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 
Association, Inc. Police 
Department City of New York 

308 
Man-U Service Contract 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 760 12/ 14/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 
Health and Welfare Fund 

309 Paschall Truck Lines, Inc. 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 54 12/ 13/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

SEIU Local 300, Civil Service 
3 10 Forum Employees Welfare 11/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,000 12/ 9/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Fund 

3 11 Electrical Welfare Trust Fund 11/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 78 12/ 7/ 2010 12/ 16/ 2010 

Highmark West Virginia Inc. 
3 12 d / b / a Mountain State Blue 11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 270 12/ 16/ 2010 12/ 16/ 2010 

Cross Blue Shie ld 

3 13 
Advocacy and Resource 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1, 134 11/ 30/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
Center* 

Amalgamated, Industrial and 

3 14 
Toy & Novelty W orkers of 

10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,255 11/ 16/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
America, Local 223 Sick 
Benefit Fund 

Atlanta Plumbers & 
3 15 Steamfitte rs Fringe Benefit 11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 7,235 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

Funds 

3 16 
Aurora Consulting Group, 

11/ 18/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 27 12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
Inc.* 

3 17 Brock Enterprises, Inc. 11/ 5/ 2010 3/ 1/ 2011 1,051 11/ 5/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

Central Texas Health and 
3 18 Benefit Trust Fund Locals 11/ 10/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 500 12/ 7/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

5 20, 60 & 7 2 

Electricians Health, W elfare 
3 19 & Pension Plans I.B.E.W. 11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 980 12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

Local Union No. 995 

Essex County Chapter 
3 20 NYSARC, Inc. dba Mountain 11/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,543 12/ 3/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

Lake Services* 



321 
Executive Management 

11/ 18/ 2010 8/ 1/ 2011 161 12/ 3/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
Services, Inc. 

322 Florida Laborers Health Fund 11/ 2/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,700 11/ 24/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

323 
Fulton County Chapter 

11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,387 11/ 30/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 NYSARC, Inc.* 

324 General Parts, LLC* 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 150 11/ 30/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

325 Greystone program, Inc* 11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 240 11/ 24/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

326 Hacienda Harvesting, Inc. 11/ 10/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 118 12/ 9/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

IBEW Local No. 640 and 
327 Arizona Chapter NECA Health 11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 263 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

& Welfare Trust Fund 

328 
Lone Star Park at Grand 

11/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 65 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
Prairie 

329 
Louisiana Electrical Health 

11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 415 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 Fund 

330 
Maverick, Inc. Employee 

10/ 26/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 794 12/ 6/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
Health Care Benefits Plan 

331 
Memphis Construction 

11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 507 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
Benefit Fund 

Mid-South Carpenters 
332 Regional Council Health and 11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 5,465 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

Welfare Fund 

333 Mountain Lake Services 11/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,543 11/ 17/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

334 
NECA-IBEW Local 480 Health 

11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,698 11/ 22/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 and Welfare Plan 

Plumbers and Pipefitters 
335 Welfare Fund of Local Union 11/ 19/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 480 11/ 29/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

No.719 

Retiree Plan of the Central 

336 
States, Southeast and 

10/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 17,440 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
Southwest Areas Health and 
Welfare Fund 

337 
Richmond Community 

11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 815 11/ 24/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
Services* 

Sheet Metal Workers Local 
338 No. 177 Health and Welfare, 11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 965 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

Pension and Vacation Funds 

339 
Sheet Metal Workers' 

11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,500 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
National Health Fund 



340 
South Central Laborers' 

11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 330 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
Health & Welfare Fund 

341 
Southeastern Pipetrades 

11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,270 12/ 8/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
Health & Welfare Fund 

Telamon Corporation Health 
342 Reimbursement 11/ 12/ 2010 4/ 1/ 2011 596 11/ 12/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

Arrangement* 

343 
The ARC of Delaware 

11/ 18/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 404 12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
County* 

UFCW Local 1262 and 
344 Employers Health & Welfare 10/ 29/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 3,028 12/ 6/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

Fund 

345 
United Cerebral Palsy of 

11/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 200 11/ 29/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
Ulster County, Inc* 

346 
Vincent B Zaninovich & Sons, 

11/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,288 11/ 17/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 Inc. 

347 
Wayne ARC Standalone HRA 

11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1, 153 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 
Section 105 Plan* 

348 Wildwood Program* 11/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 480 11/ 29/ 2010 12/ 14/ 2010 

349 Allied Welfare Fund 11/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,523 11/ 8/ 2010 12/ 13/ 2010 

Becker County Post-
350 Retirement Health Care 11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 180 11/ 24/ 2010 12/ 13/ 2010 

Savings Plan* 

351 Becker County VEBA* 11/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 85 11/ 24/ 2010 12/ 13/ 2010 

352 FIDUCIA* 11/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2 11/ 30/ 2010 12/ 13/ 2010 

353 Triple-S Salud, Inc. 10/ 9/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 14,769 11/ 24/ 2010 12/ 13/ 2010 

354 B. R. Company 11/ 10/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 9 11/ 10/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 

355 Britz Companies, ET AL 11/ 4/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 531 11/ 4/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 

356 
Century Health and Wellness 

11/ 11/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 524 12/ 2/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 
Benefit Plan and Trust 

357 EBSA Foundation 11/ 11/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 220 12/ 2/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 

358 Encore Enterprises 11/ 18/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 29 12/ 2/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 

359 Faurecia USA Holdings 10/ 13/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 



360 
Goodwill Industries of 

10/ 29/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 43 12/ 3/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 
Kentucky, Inc. 

361 
Minnesota Cement Masons 

11/ 2/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,000 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 
Health and Welfare Fund 

Plumbers Local Union No. 
362 690 of Philadelphia and 11/ 3/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,006 11/ 3/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 

Vicinity Health Plan 

363 Robert Heath Trucking Inc 10/ 7/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 100 11/ 18/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 

364 
Securitas Security Services 

10/ 19/ 20 10 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,528 12/ 2/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 
USA, Inc. 

365 Sunwest Fruit Company, Inc 11/ 4/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 236 11/ 4/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 

366 The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 11/ 19/ 20 10 1/ 1/ 2011 311 12/ 1/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 

United Food & Commercial 

367 Workers Unions and 10/ 28/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 821 12/ 3/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 
Employers Midwest Health 
Benefits Fund 

368 WD Young& Sons, Inc. 11/ 3/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 288 11/ 16/ 2010 12/ 9/ 2010 

369 Atlantis Casino Resort Spa 11/ 4/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 16 11/ 22/ 2010 12/ 7/ 2010 

United Food and Commercial 
370 Workers and Employers 11/ 11/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 516 11/ 27/ 2010 12/ 7/ 2010 

Arizona 

371 Act Trust Mini-Med Plan 11/ 11/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 67 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

372 Allen's Family Food 10/ 25/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 885 11/ 17/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

373 Anderson Media Corporation 10/ 28/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 1,941 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

Blasters, Drillers & 
374 Miners Union Local No. 29 11/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,000 11/ 22/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

Welfare Fund 

375 Care Initiatives, Inc. 10/ 25/ 2010 8/ 1/ 2011 287 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

Cement and Concrete 
376 Workers District Council 10/ 25/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,498 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

Welfare Fund Plan 

377 COARC* 11/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 357 11/ 29/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

378 
Construction Workers Local 

11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,000 11/ 26/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
147 Welfare Fund 



379 Crystal Run Healthcare 11/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 315 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

380 
Diamondback Management 

10/ 25/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 367 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Services, LTD 

381 Freeman Metal Products 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2011 33 11/ 24/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

382 Hardwick Clothes, Inc. 11/ 3/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 264 11/ 22/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

383 Hronis, Inc. 11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,304 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

International Union of 
384 Bricklayers & Allied 10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,497 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

Craftworkers 

385 
Isaacson Isaacson Seridan & 

11/ 19/ 2010 6/ 1/ 2011 8 11/ 29/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Fountain, LLP 

386 Katy Industries, Inc. 10/ 28/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 191 10/ 28/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

Landscape, Irrigation 

387 
and Lawn Sprinkler Industry 

11/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 210 11/ 22/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Health and W elfare Plan and 
Trust 

388 
Local 298 Health 

10/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 273 10/ 29/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Benefit Fund Plan 

389 
Local 803 Health and Welfare 

10/ 25/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 88 11/ 16/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Fund 

390 
Louisiana Laborers 

11/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,500 11/ 24/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Health and W elfare Fund 

391 M.A. Mortenson 10/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 332 11/ 26/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

392 Maple Knoll Communities 11/ 19/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 348 11/ 29/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

393 Marshall Durbin Food 11/ 11/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 45 11/ 29/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Corporation 

394 
Minnesota Teamst ers 

10/ 28/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 1,248 10/ 28/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Construction Division 

395 Name Brand, Inc. 10/ 18/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 33 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

396 
Oklahoma Goodwill 

11/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 83 11/ 17/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Industries 

397 PepsiCo, Inc 11/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 301 12/ 3/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

398 
Plumbers & Pipefitters 

11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 285 11/ 18/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Local Union 823 Health & 



Welfare Fund 

Plumbers & Steamfitters 
399 Local No. 6 Health and 11/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 875 11/ 22/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

Welfare Fund 

400 Regent Care Center 10/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 432 11/ 17/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

401 Rice Food Markets, Inc. 11/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 202 11/ 18/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

402 Rice Food Markets, Inc. 11/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 166 11/ 18/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

403 Ricker Oil Company 11/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 102 11/ 22/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

404 Skilled Health Care 10/ 28/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,080 11/ 16/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

405 
Southwestern Teamsters 

10/ 29/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 589 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Security Fund 

406 
Teamsters Local 

11/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 575 11/ 29/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 445 Welfare Plan 

Teamsters Local 210 
407 Affiliated Health and 11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 10,613 11/ 15/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

Insurance Fund 

Teamsters Welfare Fund of 
408 Northern New Jersey Local 10/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1, 154 10/ 29/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

1723 

409 The Durango Herald 10/ 13/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 55 11/ 17/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

410 The Talbots, Inc 11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 22 11/ 22/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

411 Town of Frisco Medical Plan 11/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 8 11/ 1/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

412 Tudor Ranch 11/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 47 11/ 12/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

413 
UNITE HERE Local 74 

11/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 220 11/ 29/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Welfare and Dental Trust 

414 
United Employees 

11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 13 11/ 15/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Health Plans 

United Food and Commercial 
Workers 

415 Union Local 1000 and Kroger 10/ 26/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 7,389 11/ 30/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 
Dallas Health and Welfare 
Plan 

United Service Employees 
416 Union, Local 377, RWDSU, 11/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1, 142 11/ 4/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

UFCW 



417 WageWorks, Inc 11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 50,000 11/ 24/ 2010 12/ 6/ 2010 

IBEW Local 613 and 
418 Contributing Employers 10/ 28/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 8 ,500 11/ 17/ 2010 12/ 3/ 2010 

Family Health Plan (Union) 

419 
Advantage Benefits 

11/ 12/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 57 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Company, LLC 

420 
Aerospace Contractors' 

11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,072 12/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Trust** 

421 
AJFC Community Action 

10/ 13/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2011 215 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Plan* * 

422 Altisource Portfolio Solutions 10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 200 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

423 
American Heritage Life 

10/ 15/ 2010 
12/ 1/ 10- 69,945 11/ 18/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Insurance Company 9/ 1/ 11 

424 Americare Properties, Inc. 11/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 547 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

425 AMN Healthcare 10/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,440 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

426 Andrews Transport LP. * * 11/ 2/ 2010 9/ 1/ 2011 154 11/ 2/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

427 
Anoka Hennepin Credit 

11/ 19/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 15 11/ 19/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Union* ** 

428 
APWU Health Plan 

10/ 20/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 518 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Conversion Plan 

429 Aspen Snowmass* * 10/ 27/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 376 11/ 10/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

430 ATCO Rubber Products, Inc 10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 185 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

431 
Baylor County Hospital 

10/ 20/ 2010 10/ 20/ 2010 208 11/ 12/ 1010 11/ 23/ 2010 District 

432 Belk Farms* * 11/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 34 11/ 4/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

433 Bricklayers Local 1 of MD, VA 11/ 6/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,985 11/ 17/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
and DC 

434 Cardon & Associates, Inc** 11/ 8/ 2010 3/ 1/ 2011 342 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

435 
Catholic Charities of the 

10/ 28/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 30 11/ 17/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 

436 Central Mills * * 10/ 19/ 2010 6/ 1/ 2011 300 11/ 10/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 



437 
Civil Service Bar Association 

11/ 10/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,515 11/ 10/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Security Benefit Fund** 

438 Cotton Belt Inc.** 10/ 28/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 34 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

439 
CPC Logistics Health & 

11/ 3/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 5,815 11/ 24/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 Welfare Plan * * 

440 
Delmarva United Food and 

11/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,405 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Commercial Workers** 

441 Dole Food Company* * 11/ 10/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,946 11/ 10/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

442 Echostar** 11/ 8/ 2010 3/ 1/ 2011 156 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

443 First Acceptance Corporation 11/ 9/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 864 11/ 18/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

444 
Fontanese Folts Aubrecht 

11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 27 12/ 7/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Ernst Architects, PC** 

445 
Forest Products Inc. Group 

11/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 122 11/ 1/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Health Plan** 

446 Fruhauf Uniform Direct Labor 10/ 18/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 159 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

447 
Golden State Bulb Growers, 

10/ 6/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 300 11/ 17/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 Inc.* * 

448 
Greater Kansas City Laborers 

10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 2,398 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Welfare Fund** 

449 Grower's Transport LLC 10/ 26/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 25 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

450 Heartland Automotive** 10/ 20/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 661 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

451 Helf man Enterprises, Inc.** 11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 90 12/ 9/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

452 
Hoosier Stamping and 

10/ 20/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 14 10/ 20/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Manufacturing Corp. 

453 Horizon Bay Realty LLC** 11/ 12/ 2010 4/ 1/ 2011 949 11/ 11/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

454 
I.B.E.W. Local 1249 

11/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 , 104 11/ 5/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 Insurance Fund ** 

455 
Ingomar Packing Company, 

11/ 10/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 150 11/ 19/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
LLC 

456 Integra Healthcare, Inc. 11/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 258 11/ 4/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
(Integrity Home Care) ** 

457 
International Brotherhood of 

11/ 12/ 2010 Varies 315 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Electrical Workers** 



International Brotherhood of 
458 Trade Unions Health and 10/ 28/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 861 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Welfare Fund - Local 713 

International Union of 

459 
Operating Engineers Local 

11/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 42 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 295-295C Welfare Trust 
Fund** 

International union of 
460 Operating Engineers, Local 11/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,250 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Union Number 137** 

Iron Workers Local Union 
461 #28 Health and Welfare 11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 570 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Fund** 

462 Lamanuzzi & Pantaleo** 11/ 9/ 2011 1/ 1/ 2011 52 11/ 9/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

463 Living Resources** 11/ 11/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 553 11/ 11/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

464 
Local 1102 Amalgamated 

10/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,384 10/ 29/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Welfare Fund 

465 
Local 1102 Health & Benefit 

10/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,642 10/ 29/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Fund 

466 
Local 1102 Welfare Fund--

10/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 245 10/ 29/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 Lerner Employees 

467 Local 272 Welfare Fund ** 10/ 28/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 12,000 10/ 28/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

468 Local 338 Affiliated Benefit 11/ 10/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 18,209 11/ 19/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Funds 

469 
Madelia Community 

11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 38 11/ 23/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Hospital** 

470 Max Homes, Loe* * 10/ 27/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 759 11/ 11/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

471 
Medical Development 

11/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 105 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Corporation** 

472 Mesa Air Group* * 11/ 1/ 2010 4/ 1/ 2011 1,915 11/ 1/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

473 Mesa Packing * * 10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 39 11/ 18/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

474 
Michigan Conference of 

11/ 12/ 2010 4/ 1/ 2011 2,323 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Teamsters Welfare Fund** 

Minnesota and North Dakota 
475 Bricklayers and Allied 11/ 3/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,876 11/ 3/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Craftworkers* * 

476 Mission Linen Supply 11/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 541 11/ 17/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 



477 NFI Industries 10/ 26/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 945 11/ 18/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

478 
Operating Engineers Local 

10/ 20/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 576 11/ 16/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
835 Health and Welfare Fund 

479 
Opportunity Resources, Inc. 

11/ 2/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 27 11/ 2/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 Health and Welfare Plan 

480 Orange County AHRC* ** 11/ 18/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 1, 134 11/ 18/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

481 Orscheln Industries 10/ 19/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 547 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

482 Pacific Risk Management* * 10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3 11/ 18/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

483 Pearson Candy Company 10/ 27/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 204 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

484 Pinnacle PRM ** 10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 58 11/ 18/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Plumbers and Pipefitters 
485 Local 430 Health and Welfare 11/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,035 11/ 29/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Fund** 

486 
Progressive Logistics 

10/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,248 11/ 4/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Services** 

487 
Pure Air Filter Sales & 

11/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 136 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Service* * 

488 Rancho Maria PRM* * 10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 28 11/ 18/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

489 
Reiter Affiliated 

11/ 10/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,474 11/ 19/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Companies** 

Retail, Wholesale & Dept. 
490 Store Union Local 1034 10/ 20/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 483 11/ 16/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Welfare Fund 

491 Rio Farms PRM ** 10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 317 11/ 18/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

492 Sensient Technologies Corp. 10/ 28/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 94 11/ 17/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Service Employees 
493 International Union Local 1 10/ 20/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 520 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Cleveland Welfare Fund 

494 SFN Group 11/ 9/ 2010 5/ 1/ 2011 1,420 11/ 9/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

495 
Sheet Metal Workers Funds 

11/ 3/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 913 11/ 3/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
of Local Union 38** 

496 SMWIA 28* * 11/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 6,517 11/ 1/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 



497 Southeast OBGYN, PC* * * 11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 20 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

498 
Southern CA Pipe Trades 

10/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 12,700 11/ 2/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Trust Fund 

499 
Southern Operators Health 

11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,415 12/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 Fund** 

500 
Stonebridge Hospitality 

11/ 17/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 17 11/ 17/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Associates* * 

501 Sun Healthcare Group, Inc. 10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,200 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

502 
Teamsters Local 522 Welfare 

11/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 270 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Fund Roofers Division 

503 
Teamsters Local Union 72 

11/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,650 11/ 9/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Welfare Fund** 

504 
Telesis Management 

10/ 28/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 148 11/ 16/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Corporation 

Texas Carpenters and 
505 Millwrights Health and 10/ 28/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4729 10/ 28/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Welfare Fund 

506 The Mentor Network 10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 6,843 11/ 16/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

507 The Wada Farms, Inc. 11/ 10/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 130 11/ 19/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

508 
The Wilks Group, Inc. dba 

11/ 12/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 8 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Ashley Furniture Homestore 

509 The Wright Travel Agency * * 11/ 2/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 19 11/ 2/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

510 Town of Grand Island * ** 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 84 11/ 19/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

511 Trans-System, Inc. 10/ 19/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 232 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

512 True Leaf Farms** 10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 139 11/ 18/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

UFCW Local 371 
513 Amalgamated Welfare 11/ 2/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,800 11/ 2/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Fund** 

514 
United Crafts Benefits 

11/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,017 11/ 1/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Fund** 

United Food & Commercial 

515 
Workers Unions and 

10/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 13,663 10/ 29/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Employers Local No. 348 
Health & Welfare Fund** 



United Food and Commercial 
516 Workers Local 1445 New 10/ 27/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 148 11/ 9/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

Hampshire 

United Food and Commercial 

517 
Workers Local 1459 and 

11/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Contributing Employers 
Health and Welfare Fund** 

518 
United Food and Commercial 

11/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 8 ,228 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Workers Local 464a** 

519 
United Food and Commercial 

11/ 19/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 582 11/ 19/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Workers Local 911 ** 

520 Varsity Contractors, Inc. 11/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 198 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

521 Waffle House 10/ 20/ 2010 6/ 1/ 2011 3,947 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

522 Weckworth Manufacturing ** 11/ 12/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 65 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

523 Western Express, Inc. 11/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,287 11/ 5/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

524 
Western Harvesting PRM 

10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 28 11/ 18/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Health Plan** 

525 
WG Yates and Sons 

11/ 16/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 52 11/ 16/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Construction Company** 

526 World Class Automotive** 10/ 27/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 550 11/ 9/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 

527 
Yukon-Kuskokwim Health 

10/ 18/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 501 10/ 18/ 2010 11/ 23/ 2010 
Corporation** 

Alaska Pipe Trade U.A. Local 
528 367 Health and Security 10/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 93 11/ 5/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

Trust** 

529 
Amalgamated National 

10/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 24,739 11/ 9/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 
Health Fund 

530 
American Farms, PRM Health 

10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1, 163 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 
Plan* * 

531 
American Growers Cooling, 

10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 97 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 
PRM Health Plan* * 

532 
AUTO, LP, dba Autoinc. 

10/ 20/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 145 11/ 9/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 
Health Benefit Plan* * 

533 Better Way Partners, LLC * * 10/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 93 11/ 9/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

534 
Big Valley Labor, PRM Health 

10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 
Plan* * 



535 CB Harvesting, PRM Health 
10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 62 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

Plan* * 

536 City of Rockwall ** 10/ 20/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 168 11/ 9/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

537 Cocopah Nurseries, Inc. 10/ 26/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 75 11/ 15/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

538 Express Harvesting, PRM 
10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 166 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

Health Plan** 

539 Fallen Oak Packing, PRM 
10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 37 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

Health Plan** 

FirstCarolinaCare Insurance 
540 Company on behalf of 10/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 36 10/ 8/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

Longworth Industries 

541 Foot Locker, Inc. * * 10/ 6/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 424 11/ 5/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

542 Fresh Express 10/ 18/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,033 11/ 7/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

543 G&H Farms, PRM Health 
10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 146 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

Plan* * 

544 Gill Ranch, PRM Health 
10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 157 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

Plan* * 

545 Gill Transport, PRM Health 
10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 67 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

Plan* * 

546 Gills Onions, PRM Health 
10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 295 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

Plan* * 

547 Green Valley Farm Supply, 
10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 29 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

PRM Health Plan** 

548 Greencroft Communities 9/ 28/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 150 11/ 9/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

549 Growers Express, PRM 
10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 44 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

Health Plan** 

550 Hall Management Group, 
9/ 30/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 226 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 Inc.* * 

551 IH Services** 10/ 19/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 339 11/ 5/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

552 Independent Group Home 10/ 26/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 39 11/ 9/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 
Living Program, Inc. 

553 King City Nursery, PRM 
10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 93 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

Health Plan** 

554 Meijer Health Benefits 
10/ 25/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 7,436 10/ 25/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

Plan/ Primary Care Option 



555 
Mission Ranches, PRM Health 

10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 368 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 
Plan* * 

556 
Moore's Retread & Tire of the 

10/ 20/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 66 11/ 5/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 Ark-La-Tex, Inc. 

557 
NOITU Insurance Trust 

10/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,309 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 Fund** 

558 Payroll Solutions 9/ 27/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 382 11/ 9/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

559 
Plumbers and Pipefitters 

10/ 18/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1, 166 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 
Local No. 630 Welfare Fund 

560 Seco Packing 10/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 104 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

561 Transcorr 10/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 578 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

562 
United Food and Commercial 

10/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,855 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 
Workers Union Local 1000 

563 
United Wire, Metal & Machine 

10/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,955 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 
Health & Welfare Fund** 

564 
Western Growers Assurance 

9/ 30/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 18,858 11/ 8/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 
Trust 

Wisconsin United Food & 
565 Commercial Workers Unions 10/ 14/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 775 11/ 12/ 2010 11/ 15/ 2010 

and Employers Health Plan** 

566 
1199SEIU Greater New York 

10/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,544 10/ 8/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 
Benefit Fund 

567 A. Duda & Sons, Inc. 10/ 14/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 62 11/ 4 / 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

568 Adecco Group, Inc. 10/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 5,760 11/ 2/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

569 Biomedic Corporation 10/ 12/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 202 11/ 2/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

570 Buffets, Inc. 10/ 14/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,483 11/ 4/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

571 Carington Health System 10/ 18/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,327 11/ 4/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

572 Cleveland Bakers Teamsters 9/ 27/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,000 10/ 29/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

573 Club Chef LLC 9/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 282 10/ 26/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

574 Columbia Sussex Mgmt, LLC 10/ 7/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 629 11/ 1/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 



575 CRST International Inc. 10/ 19/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,600 11/ 4/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

576 Darr Equipment, Co. 10/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 105 10/ 26/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

577 
DC Cement Masons Welfare 

10/ 22/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 225 11/ 3/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 Fund 

578 Deaconess Long Term Care 10/ 14/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 194 11/ 3/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

579 
Diamond Comic Distributors, 

10/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 37 11/ 2/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 
Inc. 

580 ECOM Atlantic, Inc. 10/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 81 10/ 1/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

581 FW Walton, Inc. 10/ 15/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 38 11/ 2/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

582 G4S Secure Solutions 10/ 11/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 7602 11/ 3/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

583 
GC Services, LP. & First 

10/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1936 10/ 15/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 
Community Bancshares, Inc. 

584 Guardsmark, LLC 10/ 4/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 8 ,086 10/ 29/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

585 
Indiana Teamsters Health 

9/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 500 11/ 1/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 Benefits Fund 

586 
Knox County Association for 

10/ 6/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 96 10/ 25/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 
Retarded Citizens 

587 
Laundry and Dry Cleaning 

10/ 6/ 2010 Varies 1,547 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 
Workers Local No. 52 

588 Mars Super Markets, Inc. 10/ 8/ 2010 7/ 1/ 2011 174 10/ 29/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

589 MPS Group, Inc. 10/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,253 11/ 2/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

590 Nexion Health 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2011 1449 11/ 3/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

591 Noodles & Company 10/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 159 10/ 29/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

592 
Pharmaca Integrative 

10/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 so 11/ 4 / 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 Pharmacy 

593 
Quality Integrated Services, 

10/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 354 11/ 3/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 
Inc. 

594 RE Rabalais Constructors, 10/ 13/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 70 11/ 1/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 
LTD 

595 RREMC LLC 10/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 62 11/ 4/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 



596 Security Forces Inc. 10/ 12/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 225 11/ 1/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

597 Shirkey Nursing 9/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 205 10/ 26/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

598 
Social Service Employees 

10/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 34,000 10/ 29/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 Union Local 3 71 

599 
Spindle, Cooling, & 

10/ 5/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 89 10/ 27/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 
Warehouse 

600 Strauss Discount Auto 10/ 14/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 401 11/ 4/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

601 Sunburst Hospitality 9/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 197 11/ 5/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

602 Susser Holding Corp 10/ 6/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,245 10/ 6/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

603 Telescope Casual Furniture 9/ 27/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 32 11/ 1/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

604 Teletech Holdings, Inc. 10/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,083 11/ 4/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

605 The Brinkman Corporation 9/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 163 9/ 29/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

606 The LDF Companies 10/ 7/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 210 10/ 30/ 210 11/ 5/ 2010 

United Food and Commercial 
607 Workers Union {Mount 10/ 21/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 4100 10/ 25/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

Laurel, NJ) 

608 
United Food and Commercial 

10/ 14/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,400 10/ 14/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 
Workers Union Local 1459 

609 Universal Orlando 10/ 15/ 2010 4/ 1/ 2011 668 11/ 3/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

610 Valley Services, Inc. 10/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 927 10/ 29/ 2010 11/ 5/ 2010 

United Food and Commercial 

611 
Workers and Participating 

10/ 15/ 2010 5/ 1/ 2011 9 ,780 10/ 28/ 2010 11/ 4/ 2010 Employers Interstate Health 
and Welfare Fund 

612 Protocol Marketing Group 10/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 454 10/ 25/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 

613 Sasnak 9/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 813 9/ 29/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 

614 Star Tek 10/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,423 10/ 26/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 

615 Adventist Care Centers 10/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 725 10/ 26/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 



616 B.E.S.T of NY 10/ 7/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,200 10/ 27/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 

617 Boskovich Farms, Inc 10/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 165 10/ 28/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 

618 Cafe Enterprises, Inc. 10/ 7/ 2010 2/ 1/ 2011 306 10/ 7/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 

619 Capital District Physicians 9/ 22/ 2010 Varies 23,314 10/ 20/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 

620 FleetPride, Inc. 10/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 263 10/ 8/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 

621 Gallegos Corp 9/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 86 10/ 28/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 

622 Hensley Industries, Inc. 10/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 357 10/ 28/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 

623 
Jeffords Steel and 

10/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 112 10/ 28/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 
Engineering 

Laborers' International 

624 
Union of North America Local 

10/ 19/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 188 10/ 19/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 
Union No. 616 Health and 
Welfare Plan 

625 O.K. Industries 10/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,238 10/ 28/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 

626 
Service Employees Benefit 

10/ 12/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 1,297 10/ 29/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 
Fund 

627 Sun Pacific Farming Coop 10/ 6/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 1, 109 10/ 6/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 

628 SunWorld International, LLC 10/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 68 6 10/ 25/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 

629 
UFCW Allied Trade Health & 

10/ 5/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 68 10/ 25/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 
Welfare Trust 

630 
United Food and Commercial 

10/ 12/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 2,779 10/ 27/ 2010 10/ 29/ 2010 Workers Union Local 1995 

631 HCR Manor Care 10/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,66 6 10/ 26/ 2010 10/ 28/ 2010 

632 IBEW No.915 9/ 28/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 930 10/ 15/ 2010 10/ 28/ 2010 

633 Integra BMS for Culp, Inc. 10/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 34 10/ 25/ 2010 10/ 28/ 2010 

634 
New England Health Care 

9/ 27/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 7,454 10/ 26/ 2010 10/ 28/ 2010 Employees Welfare Fund t 

635 
Wiliamson-Dickie 

10/ 5/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 100 10/ 5/ 2010 10/ 28/ 2010 
Manufacturing Company 



636 
Aegis Security Insurance 

10/ 6/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 67 10/ 25/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 Company t 

637 Alliance One Tobacco 9/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 138 10/ 21/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

638 
Asbestos Workers Local 53 

9/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2 10/ 21/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 Welfare Fund 

639 
Assurant Health {2nd 

9/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 19,024 10/ 21/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 
Application) 

640 Captain Elliot's Party Boats 10/ 12/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 10 10/ 25/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

641 Carlson Restaurants 9/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,381 10/ 21/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

642 CH Guenther & Son 9/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 300 10/ 21/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

643 
CKM Industries dba Miller 

10/ 5/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 34 10/ 25/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 
Environmental 

Caribbean Workers' 

644 
Voluntary Employees' 

10/ 14/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 4 ,500 10/ 18/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 
Beneficiary Health and 
Welfare Plan t 

645 Darden Restaurants 9/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 34,000 10/ 21/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

646 Duarte Nursery 9/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 283 10/ 19/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

647 Employees Security Fund 9/ 29/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 22 9/ 29/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

648 Florida Trowel Trades 9/ 27/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 297 10/ 21/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

649 Ingles Markets 9/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 917 10/ 25/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

650 Meijer 10/ 1/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 ,873 10/ 1/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

651 O'Reilly Auto Parts 9/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 9 ,722 9/ 23/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

652 Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 9/ 30/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 534 10/ 21/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 
123 Welfare Fund 

653 Sun Belt 9/ 28/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 114 10/ 20/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

654 UFCW Local 227 10/ 12/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 1, 125 10/ 12/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

655 Uncle Julio's 9/ 30/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 115 10/ 25/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 



656 United Group 9/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 177 10/ 19/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

657 US Imaging 10/ 11/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 148 10/ 25/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

658 Vino Farms 10/ 8/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 152 10/ 21/ 2010 10/ 26/ 2010 

659 AdvantaStaff, Inc. t 9/ 20/ 2010 9/ 1/ 2011 52 9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 21/ 2010 

660 Agricare 9/ 23/ 2010 11/ 1/ 2010 437 9/ 23/ 2010 10/ 21/ 2010 

661 Alaska Seafood 9/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 262 10/ 15/ 2010 10/ 21/ 2010 

662 American Fidelity 9/ 22/ 2010 10/ 23/ 2010 9 ,358 10/ 14/ 2010 10/ 21/ 2010 

663 Convergys 9/ 20/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,400 9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 21/ 2010 

664 Darensberries 9/ 28/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 1,450 9/ 28/ 2010 10/ 21/ 2010 

665 Gowan Company 9/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 225 9/ 27/ 2010 10/ 21/ 2010 

666 Greystar 9/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,747 10/ 13/ 2010 10/ 21/ 2010 

667 Macayo Restaurants 9/ 22/ 2010 12/ 1/ 2010 46 10/ 18/ 2010 10/ 21/ 2010 

668 Periodical Services 9/ 27/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 464 9/ 27/ 2010 10/ 21/ 2010 

669 Uni First 9/ 23/ 2010 9/ 1/ 2011 2,659 10/ 14/ 2010 10/ 21/ 2010 

670 Universal Forest Products 9/ 23/ 2011 5/ 1/ 2011 1,738 10/ 19/ 2010 10/ 21/ 2010 

671 UFCW Maximus Local 455 10/ 4/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 59 10/ 18/ 2010 10/ 18/ 2010 

672 
American Habilitation 

9/ 22/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 400 10/ 12/ 2010 10/ 14/ 2010 
Services, Inc. t 

673 
GuideStone Financial 

9/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 354 9/ 21/ 2010 10/ 14/ 2010 Resources 

674 Local 25 SEIU 9/ 29/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 31,000 10/ 7/ 2010 10/ 14/ 2010 

675 MAUSER Corp. 9/ 21/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 47 9/ 24/ 2010 10/ 14/ 2010 

676 Preferred Care, Inc. 9/ 15/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 918 9/ 15/ 2010 10/ 14/ 2010 



677 Ruby Tuesday 10/ 8/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,219 10/ 8/ 2010 10/ 14/ 2010 

678 The Dixie Group, Inc. 8/ 27/ 2010 6/ 19/ 2011 269 10/ 12/ 2010 10/ 14/ 2010 

679 UFCW Local 1262 9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 5,390 9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 14/ 2010 

680 Whelan Security Company 9/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 287 10/ 12/ 2010 10/ 14/ 2010 

681 AMF Bowling Worldwide 9/ 14/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 295 10/ 7/ 2010 10/ 12/ 2010 

682 Assisted Living Concepts 9/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1, 174 9/ 17/ 2010 10/ 12/ 2010 

683 Case & Associates 9/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 87 9/ 17/ 2010 10/ 12/ 2010 

684 GPM Investments 9/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 275 9/ 17/ 2010 10/ 12/ 2010 

685 Grace Living Centers 9/ 14/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 534 9/ 14/ 2010 10/ 12/ 2010 

686 Mountaire Corporation t 9/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2,074 9/ 17/ 2010 10/ 12/ 2010 

687 Swift Spinning 9/ 16/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 240 9/ 16/ 2010 10/ 12/ 2010 

688 Belmont Village 9/ 10/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 785 10/ 4/ 2010 10/ 8/ 2010 

689 Caliber Services 9/ 13/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 60 6 9/ 13/ 2010 10/ 8/ 2010 

690 Cracker Barrel 9/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 16,823 9/ 17/ 2010 10/ 8/ 2010 

691 DISH Network 9/ 13/ 2010 3/ 1/ 2011 3,597 9/ 23/ 2010 10/ 8/ 2010 

692 Groendyke Transport, Inc 9/ 2/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1,322 9/ 2/ 2010 10/ 8/ 2010 

693 Pocono Medical Center 9/ 24/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3,298 9/ 24/ 2010 10/ 8/ 2010 

694 Regis Corporation 9/ 10/ 2010 3/ 1/ 2011 3,6 17 10/ 1/ 2010 10/ 8/ 2010 

695 The Pictsweet Co. 9/ 13/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 694 9/ 13/ 2010 10/ 8/ 2010 

696 Diversified Interiors 9/ 28/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 300 9/ 28/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 

697 
Local 802 Musicians Health 

9/ 29/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 1,801 9/ 29/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 
Fund 



698 
MCS Life Insurance Company 

9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 6,635 9/ 23/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 t 

699 The Buccaneer 9/ 22/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 125 9/ 28/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 

700 CIGNA 9/ 17/ 2010 9/ 26/ 2010 265,000 9/ 30/ 2010 9/ 30/ 2010 

701 Greater Metropolitan Hotel 9/ 16/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 1,200 9/ 24/ 2010 9/ 30/ 2010 

702 
Local 17 Hospitality Benefit 

9/ 16/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 881 9/ 24/ 2010 9/ 30/ 2010 
Fund 

703 GSC-ILA 9/ 15/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 298 9/ 15/ 2010 9/ 28/ 2010 

704 
The Allied Industries Health 

9/ 13/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 127 9/ 13/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 
Fund 

705 Harden Healthcare 9/ 9/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 874 9/ 29/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 

Vernon Sheltered Workshop, 
706 Inc. Health and Welfare Plan 9/ 16/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 41 9/ 16/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 

#501 

707 I.U.P.A.T 9/ 16/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 875 9/ 23/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 

708 
Sanderson Plumbing 

9/ 22/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 326 9/ 22/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 
Products, Inc. 

709 Transport Workers 9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 107 9/ 23/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 

710 
United Federation of 

9/ 16/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 351,000 9/ 27/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 
Teachers Welfare Fund 

711 Aegis 9/ 16/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 162 9/ 21/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

712 Aetna 9/ 16/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 209,423 9/ 16/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

713 All flex 9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 34 9/ 22/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

714 Baptist Retirement 9/ 10/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 127 9/ 17/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

715 BCS Insurance 9/ 13/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 115,000 9/ 22/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

716 Cryogenic 9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 19 9/ 20/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

717 Fowler Packing Co. 9/ 8/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 39 9/ 17/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 



718 Guy C. Lee Mfg. 9/ 15/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 312 9/ 15/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

719 Health Port 9/ 17/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 608 9/ 17/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

720 Jack in the Box 9/ 17/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 1, 130 9/ 21/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

721 Maritime Association 9/ 17/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 500 9/ 21/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

722 Maverick County 9/ 21/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 1 9/ 23/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

Metropolitan D.C. Paving 
723 Industry Employees Health 9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 550 9/ 20/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

and Welfare Fund 

724 PM PS-ILA 9/ 19/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 15 9/ 23/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

725 PS-ILA 9/ 19/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 8 9/ 23/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

726 QK/ DRD (Denny's) 9/ 16/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 65 9/ 22/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

727 Reliance Standard 9/ 14/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 33,377 9/ 14/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

728 Tri-Pak 9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 26 9/ 20/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 

729 United Agricultural Benefit 
9/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 17,347 9/ 17/ 2010 9/ 24/ 2010 Trust tt 

Total Enrollees 2,189,63 6 

* Indicates a Health Reimbursement Arrangement (HRA). An HRA is an employer- funded plan that reimburses 
employees for medical care expenses. 

**Application approved in November, but posted January 26, 2011. 

t Applicant name corrected on February 1, 2011 . 

t t Plan effective date corrected on February 1, 2011. 

State-Mandated Policies: Aoproved Applications for Waiver of the Annual Limits 
Requirements 
Updated 1/ 26/ 2011 

In some states, issuers offer policies with annual limits below the minimum requirements in order to comply with 
state laws. These st ate laws require issuers to market a st andardized policy that includes an annua l limit well 
below the restricted annual limits. In such inst ances, states may apply for a waiver of the restricted annual limits 
on behalf of issuers of st ate-mandated policies if st ate law required the policies to be offered by the issuers prior 
to September 23, 2010. Although the state may apply on the issuers' behalf, the application must still satisfy 
the standard that compliance by the issuers would result in a " significant decrease in access to benefits" or a 
" significant increase in premiums." 



Plan Number 
Application 

States/ Plans Covered Under Application 
Effective of 

Completed Waiver 
the State Application Received Date Enrollees 

by Approved 
Applicant 

730 Massachusetts 

Fallon Community Health 
9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 890 9/ 20/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 Plan's Young Adult Plans 

HNE Young Adult Plan High 
9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 60 9/ 20/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 

and HNE Young Adult Plan Low 

Harvard Pilgrim Pulse Plan 9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 1,467 9/ 20/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 

Neighborhood Health Plan's 
9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 1,003 9/ 20/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 

Young Adult Plans 

Tufts Health Plan 9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 124 9/ 24/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 

MA Total Enrollees 3 ,544 

Neighborhood Health Plan's 
9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 1,003 1,003 9/ 27/ 2010 

Young Adult Plans 

Tufts Health Plan 9/ 20/ 2010 10/ 1/ 2010 124 9/ 24/ 2010 9/ 27/ 2010 

MA Total Enrollees 3 ,544 

731 New Jersey 

Aetna 11/ 19/ 2010 9/ 23/ 2010 285 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Amerihealth 11/ 19/ 2010 9/ 23/ 2010 4 ,111 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Celtic Insurance Company 11/ 19/ 2010 9/ 23/ 2010 1 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

CIGNA 11/ 19/ 2010 9/ 23/ 2010 2 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

HealthNet 11/ 29/ 2010 9/ 23/ 2010 13 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Horizon BC/ BS of NJ 11/ 19/ 2010 9/ 23/ 2010 55, 127 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Oxford Health Insurance 11/ 19/ 2010 9/ 23/ 2010 8 ,896 11/ 19/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

NJ Total Enrollees 68,435 

732 Ohio 



Aetna Health Inc 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 231 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

American Medical Security Life 
11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Ins Co. 

American Natl Life Ins Co of TX 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

American Republic Insurance 
11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 5 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Company 

Celtic Insurance Company 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 1 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Community Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 92 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Companion Life Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 0 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Coventry Health & Life Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 18 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Freedom Life Ins. Co. of 
11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

America 

Golden Rule Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 25 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Health Plan the Upper OH 
11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 57 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 Valley 

Humana Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 46 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Independence American Ins. 
11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 2 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Co. 

John Alden Life Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 0 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Kaiser Foundation Health Plan 
11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 347 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

of Ohio 

Madison National Life Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

McKinley Life Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 25 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Medical Mutual of OH 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 74 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Mennonite Mutual Aid 
11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 3 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Association 

Mid West National Life Ins Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 0 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 
of TN 

National Found Life Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 0 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 



Pekin Life Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 161 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Reserve National Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 0 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Standard Life & Accident Ins. 
11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 0 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 Co. 

Standard Security Life Ins. Co. 
11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 4 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

of NY 

Summa Ins Co. Inc. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 154 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

Time Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 13 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

World Ins. Co. 11/ 23/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 18 11/ 23/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

OH Total Enrollees 1,286 

733 Tennessee 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of TN 9/ 17/ 2010 1/ 1/ 2011 20,205 9/ 17/ 2010 12/ 17/ 2010 

TN Total Enrollees 20,205 

Total Enrollees 93,470 
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Participants List 

 
 
 
Alabama 
 
Richard Fiore 
Executive Director 
Alabama Health Insurance Exchange 
201 Monroe Street, Suite 502 
Montgomery, AL  36130 
Office:  334-242-3117 
Email:  richard.fiore@myalabama.gov  
 
Becki Goggins 
Privacy and Data Specialist 
Office of the Health Insurance Exchange 
201 Monroe Street -5th Floor 
Montgomery, AL  36104 
Office:  334-241-4118 
Email:  becki.goggins@myalabama.gov  
  
Alaska 
 
Mike Lesmann 
Special Assistant to Governor Sean Parnell 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, AK  99801 
Office:  907-465-3500 
Email:  mike.lesmann@alaska.gov  
 
William Streur 
Commissioner 
State of Alaska DHSS 
3601 C Street, Suite 902 
Anchorage, AK  99503 
Office:  907-269-5195 
Email:  william.streur@alaska.gov  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Arizona 
 
Don Hughes 
Policy Advisor, Healthcare 
Governor's Office 
1700 W. Washington, Suite 800 
Phoenix, AZ  85007 
Office:  602 542-1334 
Email:  dhughes@az.gov  
 
Arkansas 
 
Cynthia Crone 
Exchange Planning Director 
Arkansas Insurance Department 
1200 West Third 
Little Rock, AR  72201 
Office:  501-683-3634 
Email:  Cynthia.Crone@arkansas.gov  
 
Dan Honey 
Deputy Commissioner 
Arkansas Insurance Department 
1200 West Third Street 
Little Rock, AR  72201-1904 
Office:  501-371-2766 
Email:  dan.honey@arkansas.gov  
 
Joni Jones 
Director-DCO 
Department of Human Services 
700 Main Street 
PO Box 1437 – Slot S301 
Little Rock, AR  72203-1437 
Office:  501-682-8377 
Email:  joni.jones@arkansas.gov  
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Frank Scott 
Deputy Director of Policy 
Governor's Office 
State Capitol, Room 250 
Little Rock, AR  72201 
Office:  501-683-6462 
Email:  Frank.Scott@governor.arkansas.gov  
 
California 
 
Diana Dooley 
Secretary 
California Health and Human Services Agency 
1600 9th Street, Room 460 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
Office:  916-654-3724 
Email:  mcamposv@chhs.ca.gov  
 
Toby Douglas 
Director 
CA Department of Health Care Services 
1501 Capitol Avenue, Suite 6001 
P.O. Box 997413, MS - 0000 
Sacramento, CA  95899-7413 
Office:  916-440-7400 
Email:  Toby.Douglas@dhcs.ca.gov  
 
Patricia Powers 
Acting Administrative Officer 
California Health Benefit Exchange 
2535 Capitol Oaks Dr., Ste 120 
Sacramento, CA  95833 
Office:  916-263-4262 
Email:  pat.powers@hbex.ca.gov 
 
Colorado 
 
Antoinette Taranto 
Acting Director, Client and Community 
Relations Office 
CO Dept Health Care Policy and Financing 
1570 Grant St. 
Denver, CO 80203 
Office:  303-866-5005 
Email:  antoinette.taranto@state.co.us  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connecticut 
 
Jeannette DeJesus 
Special Advisor to the Governor  
Office of Health Reform & Innovation 
210 Capitol Avenue,Room 304 
Hartford, CT  06106 
Office:  860-524-7371 
Email:  jeannette.dejesus@ct.gov  
 
Dan DeSimone 
Director, Washington  Rep. 
State of Connecticut 
444 North Capitol St., Suite 317 
Washington, DC  20001 
Office:  202-347-4535 
Email:  dan.desimone@ct.gov  
 
Delaware 
 
Bettina Riveros 
Advisor to the Governor, Health Care Reform 
Delaware Health and Social Services 
1901 N. DuPont Highway 
Main Admin. Bldg., 1st Floor 
New Castle, DE  19720 
Office:  302-255-9040 
Email:  Bettina.Riveros@state.de.us  
 
Georgia 
 
Blake Fulenwider 
Health Policy Advisor 
Governor Nathan Deal 
142 State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
Office:  404-656-1784 
Email:  bfulenwider@georgia.gov  
 
Michael Shaffer 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Legislative and External 
Affairs 
Office of Governor Nathan Deal 
142 State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA  30303 
Office:  404-463-6225 
Email:  mshaffer@georgia.gov  
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Hawaii 
 
Beth Giesting 
Healthcare Transformation Coordinator 
Hawaii Governor's Office 
415 S. Beretania St. 
Honolulu, HI  96813 
Office:  808-791-7820 
Email:  bgiesting@hawaiipca.net  
 
Lloyd Lim 
Health Branch Administrator 
State of Hawaii, Dept. of Commerce & 
Consumer Affairs, Insurance Division, Health 
Branch 
335 Merchant Street, Room 213 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 
Office:  808-586-2804 
Email:  llim@dcca.hawaii.gov  
 
Illinois 
 
Kate Berner 
State-Federal Liaison 
State of Illinois 
444 North Capitol St ., Suite 400 
Washington, DC  20005 
Office:  202-624-7775 
Email:  kate.berner@illinois.gov  
 
Michael Gelder 
Senior Health Policy Advisor to the Governor 
Governor's Office, State of Illinois 
James R. Thompson Center 
100 W. Randolph, Suite 16-100 
Chicago, IL  60601 
Office:  312-814-6700 
Email:  Michael.Gelder@illinois.gov  
 
Kate Gross 
Assistant Director for Health Planning 
Illinois Department of Insurance 
100 W. Randolph Street, Suite 9-301 
Chicago, IL 60601 
Office:  312-814-1236 
Email:  Kate.Gross@illinois.gov  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike Koetting 
Deputy Director for Planning & Reform 
Implementation 
Department of Healthcare and Family 
Services 
401 S. Clinton, 7th Fl. 
Chicago, IL  60607 
Office:  312-793-4792 
Email:  Michael.Koetting@illinois.gov  
 
Bobby McNitt 
Federal Liaison 
Illinois Governors Office 
444 North Capitol Street 
Washington, DC 
Office:  202-624-7760 
Email:  Robert.McNitt@illinois.gov  
 
Indiana 
 
Debbie Hohlt 
Federal Representative 
Indiana 
1455 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
washington, DC 20004 
Office:  202-624-1474 
Email:  debbie@Hohlt.com  
 
Iowa 
 
Michael Bousselot 
Policy Advisor 
Office of the Governor - State of Iowa 
State Capitol - Governor's Office 
1007 E. Grand Ave. 
Des Moines, IA  50319 
Office:  515-725-3521 
Email:  michael.bousselot@iowa.gov  
 
Doug Hoelscher 
Director of State-Federal Relations 
State of Iowa, Office of the Governor 
444 North Capitol, Suite 359 
Washington, DC  20009 
Office:  202-624-5479 
Email:  doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov  
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Mariannette Miller-Meeks 
Director 
Iowa Department of Public Health 
321 E. 12th Street 
Des Moines, IA  50319 
Office:  515- 281-8474 
Email:  Mariannette.Miller-
Meeks@idph.iowa.gov  
 
Jennifer Vermeer 
Medicaid Director 
Iowa Medicaid Enterprise/DHS 
100 Army Post Road 
Des Moines, IA  50315 
Office:  515-256-4640 
Email:  jvermee@dhs.state.ia.us  
 
Kansas 
 
Linda Sheppard 
Director, Accident & Health Division and 
PPACA Project Manager 
Kansas Insurance Department 
420 S.W. 9th Street 
Topeka, KS  66612 
Office:  785-296-7895 
Email:  linda.sheppard@ksinsurance.org  
 
Kentucky 
 
Carrie Banahan 
Executive Director 
Cabinet for Health and Family Services/Office 
of Health Policy 
275 East Main St., 4WA 
Frankfort, KY  40601 
Office:  502-564-9592 
Email:  Carrie.Banahan@ky.gov  
 
Janie Miller 
Secretary 
Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family 
Services 
275 East Main Street 
Frankfort, KY  40601 
Office:  502-564-7042 
Email:  janie.miller@ky.gov  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louisiana 
 
Bruce Greenstein 
Secretary 
Louisiana Dept. of Health & Hospitals 
PO Box 629 
Baton Rouge, LA  70806 
Office:  225-342-9503 
Email:  bruce@la.gov  
 
Carol Steckel 
Executive Director, Health Care Reform 
Department of Health and Hospitals 
628 North 4th Street 
Baton Rouge, LA  70821 
Office:  225-342-5275  
Email:  Carol.Steckel@la.gov  
 
Maine 
 
Reinhold Bansmer 
Family Independence Program Manager 
DHHS / Office for Family Independence 
11 State House Station 
442 Civic Center Dr. 
Augusta, ME  04333-0011 
Office:  207-287-4086 
Email:  Reinhold.Bansmer@maine.gov  
 
Katrin Teel 
Senior Health Policy Advisor 
Office of the Maine Governor 
1 State House Station 
Augusta, ME  04333-0001 
Office:  207-287-3531 
Email:  Katrin.Teel@maine.gov  
 
Maryland 
 
Cara Huang 
Dep. Director of Federal Relations 
Office of Governor Martin O'Malley 
444 North Capitol St., Suite 311 
Washington, DC  20001 
Office:  202-624-1430 
Email:  chuang@gov.state.md.us  
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Ben Steffen 
Acting Executive Director 
Maryland Health Care Commission 
4160 Patterson Avenue 
Baltimore, MD  21215 
Office:  410-764-3566 
Email:  bsteffen@mhcc.state.md.us  
 
Carolyn Quattrocki 
Executive Director 
Governor's Office of Health Care Reform 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, MD  21401 
Office:  443-336-2358 
Email:  cquattrocki@gov.state.md.us  
 
Massachusetts 
 
Robin Callahan 
Director of Policy and Program Development 
Massachusetts Exec Office of Health and 
Human Services, Office of Medicaid 
1 Ashburton Place, 11th floor 
Boston, MA 2118 
Office:  617-573-1745 
Email:  robin.callahan@state.ma.us  
 
Camie Corrigan 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Commonwealth Health Insurance Connector 
Authority 
100 City Hall Plaza 
Boston, MA  02108 
Office:  617-933-3039 
Email:  camie.corrigan@state.ma.us  
 
Julian Harris 
Medicaid Director, Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Health & Human Services 
Room 1109 
One Ashburton Place 
Boston, MA  02108 
Office:  617-573-1731 
Email:  julian.harris@state.ma.us  
 
Jewel James 
Director of Federal-State Relations 
State of Massachusetts 
444 North Capitol St., Suite 208 
Washington, DC  20019 
Office:  202-624-3617 
Email:  jjames@sso.org  
 
 

Kaitlyn Kenney 
Director of Policy & Research 
Commonwealth Health Insurance Connector 
Authority 
100 City Hall Plaza 
Boston, MA  02108 
Office:  617-933-3064 
Email:  kaitlyn.kenney@state.ma.us  
 
Michigan 
 
Rob Blackwell 
Senior Federal Policy Representative 
Governor of Michigan - Washington DC Office 
444 North Capitol St., Suite 411 
Washington, DC  20001 
Office:  202-624-5840 
Email:  blackwellr2@michigan.gov  
 
Shelly Edgerton 
Deputy Director 
Michigan Licensing & Regulatory Affairs 
611 W. Ottawa 
P.O. Box 30004 
Lansing, MI 48909 
Office:  517 241-4805 
Email:  edgertons1@michigan.gov  
 
Chris Priest 
Bureau Director 
MI Dept of Community Health 
Capitol Commons Center 
400 S. Pine St., 7th Fl 
Lansing, MI  48913 
Office:  517-335-5178 
Email:  priestc@michigan.gov  
 
Minnesota 
 
Lauren Gilchrist 
Assistant Commissioner, Health Policy and 
Reform 
Minnesota Department of Human Services 
PO Box 64998 
St. Paul, MN  55164-0998 
Office:  651-431-2989 
Email:  laruen.gilchrist@state.mn.us  
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James Golden 
Deputy Assistant Commissioner 
MN Department of Human Services 
PO Box 64983 
Saint Paul, MN  55164-0983 
Office:  651-431-2151 
Email:  james.golden@state.mn.us  
 
Daniel Pollock 
HHS Policy Advisor 
MN Governor's Office 
Office of Governor Dayton 
130 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
Office:  651-201-3425 
Email:  dan.pollock@state.mn.us  
 
Mississippi 
 
Aaron Sisk 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Mississippi Insurance Department 
501 North West St., Ste. 1001 
Jackson, MS  39205 
Office:  601-359-9375 
Email:  Aaron.Sisk@mid.state.ms.us  
 
Nebraska 
 
Eric Dunning 
Attorney 
State of Nebraska 
941 O Street, Suite 400 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
Office:  402-471-4650 
Email:  eric.dunning@nebraska.gov  
 
Lauren Kintner 
Policy Director 
State of Nebraska 
1319 State Capitol 
Lincoln, NE  68509 
Office:  402-471-2414 
Email:  lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov  
 
John Paul Sabby 
Insurance Health Policy Analyst 
State of Nebraska 
941 O Street Suite 400 
Lincoln, NE 68501 
Office:  402-471-0344 
Email:  jp.sabby@nebraska.gov  
 
 

Michael Sciullo 
Insurance Health Policy Analyst 
State of Nebraska 
941 O Street, Suite 400 
Lincoln, NE  68501 
Office:  402-471-0343 
Email:  mike.sciullo@nebraska.gov  
 
Martin Swanson 
Health Policy Counsel 
State of Nebraska 
941 O Street, Suite 400 
Lincoln, NE  68508-3639 
Office:  402-471-4648 
Email:  martin.swanson@nebraska.gov  
 
Nevada 
 
Charles Duarte 
Administrator 
Division of Health Care Financing and Policy 
1100 E.William Street, Ste. 101 
Carson City, NV  89701 
Office:  775-684-3681 
Email:  cduarte@dhcfp.nv.gov  
 
Brian Mitchell 
Policy Advisor 
State of Nevada, Washington DC Office 
444 North Capitol St., Ste. 209 
Washington, DC  20001 
Office:  202-624-5406 
Email:  brian@nevadadc.org  
 
Jacqueline Rombardo 
Insurance Counsel 
Nevada Division of Insurance 
1818 E. College Pkwy., Suite 103 
Carson City, NV  89706 
Office:  775-687-0712 
Email:  jrombardo@doi.state.nv.us  
 
Ann Wilkinson 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
Governor's Office - Nevada 
101 N. Carson Street 
Carson City, NV  89701 
Office:  775-684-5681 
Email:  awilkinson@gov.nv.gov  
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Michael Willden 
Director 
Nevada Department of Health and Human 
Services 
4126 Technology Way, Suite 100 
Carson City, NV  89706 
Office:  775-684-4000 
Email:  m.willden@dhhs.nv.gov  
 
New Jersey 
 
Dona deLeon 
Washington DC Director 
NJ Governor Chris Christie 
444 N Capitol St., Suite 201 
Washington DC, DC  20001 
Office:  202-638-0631 
Email:  dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us  
 
Thomas Jordan 
Chief Information Officer 
State of NJ DHS DMAHS 
5 Quakerbridge Plaza 
Quakerbridge Road 
Hamilton, NJ  08619 
Office:  609-588-2815 
Email:  thomas.jordan@dhs.state.nj.us  
 
Robert Schwaneberg 
Policy Advisor for Health Care 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 001 
Trenton, NJ  08625-0001 
Office:  609-777-2565 
Email:  Bob.Schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us  
 
Neil Sullivan 
Assistant Commissioner, Life and Health 
Department of Banking and Insurance 
20 W. State Street 
Trenton, NJ  08625 
Office:  (609)292-7272X50488 
Email:  neil.sullivan@dobi.state.nj.us  
 
Marissa Watkins 
Assistant Director 
State of New Jersey 
444 North Capitol Street, Suite 201 
Washington, DC  20001 
Office:  2026380631 
Email:  Marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us  
 
 
 

New Mexico 
 
Dan Derksen 
Health Care Reform Director 
NM Human Services Department 
P.O. Box 2348 
Santa Fe, NM  87505 
Office:  505-827-7750 
Email:  yolanda.ramoz@state.nm.us  
 
Brian Moore 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
NM Governor Susana Martinez 
500 New Jersey Ave., Suite 400 
Washington, DC  20001 
Office:  202-75-1249 
Email:  brian.moore@state.nm.us  
 
Sidonie Squier 
Cabinet Secretary 
New Mexico Human Services Dept. 
P.O. Box 2348 
Santa Fe, NM  87504 
Office:  505-827-7758 
Email:  sidonie.squier@state.nm.us  
 
North Carolina  
 
Louis Belo 
Chief Deputy Commissioner 
North Carolina Department of Insurance 
1201Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC  27699-1201 
Office:  919-733-0433 
Email:  louis.belo@ncdoi.gov  
 
Allen Feezor 
Senior Policy Advisor, DHHS 
DHHS/Secretary's Office 
DHHS/Office of the Secretary 
101 Blair Drive 
Raleigh, NC  27603 
Office:  919-855-4800 
Email:  allen.feezor@dhhs.nc.gov  
 
La'Tanta McCrimmon 
Federal  DHHS Liaison 
State of North Carolina 
444 North Capitol St., Ste. 332 
Washington, DC  20001 
Office:  202-624-5832 
Email:  latanta.mccrimmon@nc.gov  
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Ben Popkin 
Attorney, Health Care Reform 
North Carolina Department of Insurance 
1201 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC  27699-1201 
Office:  919-715-8967 
Email:  ben.popkin@ncdoi.gov  
 
North Dakota 
 
Tami Ternes 
Policy Advisor-Health & Human Services 
Governor's Office 
600 E. Boulevard Ave. 
Bismarck, ND  58505-0001 
Office:  701-328-2207 
Email:  tlternes@nd.gov  
 
Oklahoma 
 
Katherine Altshuler 
Policy Director 
Office of the Governor 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212 
Oklahoma City, OK  73105 
Office:  405-522-8880 
Email:  katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov  
 
Gwendolyn Caldwell 
Sr. Vice President of Government Affairs 
The State Chamber of Oklahoma 
330 NE 10th Street 
Oklahoma City, OK  73104 
Office:  405-235-3669 
Email:  gcaldwell@okstatechamber.com  
 
Julie Cox-Kain 
Chief Operating Officer 
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 NE 10th Street 
Oklahoma City, OK  73117-1299 
Office:  405-271-4200 
Email:  JulieK@health.ok.gov 
 
Andrew Silvestri 
Deputy Policy Director 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N Lincoln Blvd., Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK  73105 
Office:  405-568-1308 
Email:  andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov  
 
 
 

Pennsylvania 
 
Franca D'Agostino 
Director of Special Projects 
Pennsylvania Insurance Department 
1326 Strawberry Square 
Harrisburg, PA  17120 
Office:  717-787-8073 
Email:  fdagostino@pa.gov  
 
Kari Kissinger 
Legislative Director 
Pennsylvania Insurance Department 
1326 Strawberry Square 
Harrisburg, PA  17120 
Office:  717-783-3501 
Email:  kkissinger@pa.gov  
 
Puerto Rico 
 
Federico Gordo 
Exchange Grant Manager 
Puerto Rico Department of Health 
PO Box 16871 
San Juan, Puerto Rico   
Office:  787-421-2776 
Email:  fgordogon@gmail.com  
 
Carlos Mendez 
Project Coordinator, Exchange Program 
Puerto Rico Department of Health 
La Vista 
Via Panormica I-12 
San Juan, PR   
Office:  787-671-6290 
Email:  cmendezsepulveda@gmail.com  
 
South Dakota 
 
Carrie Johnson 
Division Director 
Department of Social Services 
700 Governor's Drive 
Pierre, SD  57501 
Office:  605-773-4678 
Email:  carrie.johnson@state.sd.us  
 
Melissa Klemann 
Senior Policy Analyst 
South Dakota Division of Insurance 
445 E Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD  57501 
Office:  605-773-3896 
Email:  melissa.klemann@state.sd.us  
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Tennessee 
 
Darin Gordon 
Medicaid Director 
State of Tennessee 
310 Great Circle Road 
Nashville, TN  37243 
Office:  615-507-6443 
Email:  darin.j.gordon@tn.gov  
 
Utah 
 
Patty Conner 
Director of the Office of Consumer Health 
Services 
Governor's Office of Economic Development 
324 S. State Street, Suite 500 
Salt Lake City, UT  84111 
Office:  801-538-8715 
Email:  pconner@utah.gov  
 
Robert Spendlove 
Policy Director 
Utah Governor's Office 
Utah State Capitol, Suite 200 
Salt Lake City, UT  84114 
Office:  801-538-1329 
Email:  rspendlove@utah.gov  
 
Vermont 
 
Robin Lunge 
Director of Health Care Reform 
Agency of Administration 
109 State Street, 5th Floor 
Montpelier, VT  05602 
Office:  802-828-0566 
Email:  Robin.Lunge@state.vt.us  
 
David Mannis 
Assistant General Counsel 
Banking Insurance Securities and Health Care 
Administration 
89 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
Office:  802-828-4872 
Email:  David.Mannis@state.vt.us  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Virginia 
 
Steve Ford 
Deputy Director for Administration 
VA Department of Medical Assistance Services 
600 East Broad Street, Suite 1300 
Richmond, VA  23219 
Office:  804-786-7355 
Email:  Steve.Ford@dmas.virginia.gov  
 
Keith Hare 
Deputy Secretary 
Health and Human Resources, Commonwealth 
of Virginia 
1111 East Broad Street 
Patrick Henry Building 
Richmond, VA  23219 
Office:  804-692-2575 
Email:  keith.hare@governor.virginia.gov  
 
Cynthia Jones 
Director 
DMAS 
600 E. Broad Street, Suite 1300 
Richmond, VA  23219 
Office:  804-371-2660 
Email:  Cindi.Jones@governor.virginia.gov  
 
Virgin Islands 
 
Dwaye Henry 
General Counsel 
Office of the Lieutenant Governor  
1131 King St. 
Christiansted, VI 
Office:  340-773-6459 
Email:  Dwayne.henry@lgo-vi.gov  
 
Taetia Phillips-Dorsett 
Health Reform Coordinator 
Office of the Governor 
21-22 Kongens Gade-Government House 
Charlotte Amalie, VI   
Office:  340-693-4306 
Email:  taetia.dorsett@go.vi.gov  
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Washington 
 
Heidi Robbins Brown 
Deputy Director 
Health Care Authority 
P.O. Box 45502 
626 8th Avenue, SE 
Olympia, WA  98504-5502 
Office:  360-725-1040 
Email:  tonda.taylor@hca.wa.gov  
 
Jonathan Seib 
Executive Policy Advisor 
Governor's Executive Policy Office 
PO Box 43113 
Olympia, WA  98504-3113 
Office:  360-902-0557 
Email:  jonathan.seib@gov.wa.gov  
 
West Virginia 
 
Nancy Atkins 
Commissioner 
Health & Human Resources Bureau for 
Medical Services 
350 Capitol Street, Room 251 
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From: Dana Wolpert on behalf of Mary Fallin
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Steve Mullins
Subject: HOLD: Post Election RGA Call

When: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:45 AM-11:15 AM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Please have your Governor join Gov. McDonnell, Gov. Christie, Gov. Jindal, and Gov. Walker for a Governors-only conference call to
discuss healthcare issues/PPACA deadlines based on the election outcome.  The RGPPC is preparing materials for either scenario and
the hope is to coordinate governors regarding messaging and actions moving forward.

*Dial-in: 
Conference Code: 



From: Denise Northrup on behalf of Mary Fallin
To: Tammie Wright; Rebecca Frazier; Maria Maule; Audrey Rockwell; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: HOLD: Post Election RGA Call
Start: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:45:00 AM
End: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:15:00 AM

When: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:45 AM-11:15 AM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Please have your Governor join Gov. McDonnell, Gov. Christie, Gov. Jindal, and Gov. Walker for a Governors-only conference call to
discuss healthcare issues/PPACA deadlines based on the election outcome.  The RGPPC is preparing materials for either scenario and
the hope is to coordinate governors regarding messaging and actions moving forward.
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Subject: HOLD: Post Election RGA Call
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*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Please have your Governor join Gov. McDonnell, Gov. Christie, Gov. Jindal, and Gov. Walker for a Governors-only conference call to
discuss healthcare issues/PPACA deadlines based on the election outcome.  The RGPPC is preparing materials for either scenario and
the hope is to coordinate governors regarding messaging and actions moving forward.

*Dial-in:
Conference Code: 



From: Dana Wolpert on behalf of Mary Fallin
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski; Scott Mason
Cc: aweintz ; alex@maryfallin.org
Subject: HOLD: Speak at RGA Concurrent Corporate Breakout on Energy

When: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:15 AM-11:15 AM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where: Encore Las Vegas 

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Topic I – Healthcare
Location – Encore Las Vegas – Chopin 3-4

On June 28th, the United States Supreme Court ruled on constitutional challenges to the Affordable Care Act (ACA), upholding most of
the law but affirming greater autonomy for the states. Republican governors are now tasked with making critical policy decisions
without vital information or proper guidance from the Obama Administration. Health Insurance Exchange implementation deadlines are
quickly approaching and the Medicaid Expansion provision of ACA looms over state decision makers. Despite prodding from state
leaders, including Republican governors, the Obama Administration is refusing to clarify rules and regulations. This panel will provide
insights into state implementation activities, and talk about how those activities are impacting the private healthcare industry. How
does the Administration’s failure to issue detailed regulations and written guidance impact Republican governors’ work with the
healthcare industry to help create a more effective and efficient regulatory environment?

Topic II – Energy
Location – Encore Las Vegas – Beethoven 2 

Republican governors have been outspoken in their support of an “all of the above” energy strategy. They understand the need to
embrace every form of domestic energy including fossil fuels, nuclear and renewable. This session will explore how the Republican
governors’ “all of the above” strategy can help lead America to an energy renaissance. How can Republican governors continue to shift
the national debate on a comprehensive energy strategy?

Topic III – Workforce Development
Location – Encore Las Vegas  - Brahms 1-2

Republican governors understand the critical role that workforce development plays in strengthening our nation’s economy. These state
executives are on the front lines developing innovative policies that allow their states to effectively recruit, train, and market highly
skilled workers. In order to have a healthy and prosperous economy, it is critically important to align state education and workforce
programs with the needs of employers. This panel will provide insight into workforce policies championed by Republican governors 
that promote job creation in the private sector and prepare workers to be competitive in a global economy. How can states cultivate
world-class workers with the necessary training and skills to meet the needs of employers? How can Governors partner with the
private sector to operate their workforce programs at the speed of business rather than the speed of government? 

Topic IV – Public Private Partnership
Location – Encore Las Vegas – Brahms 3-4

Republican governors have consistently encouraged the development of innovative public-private partnerships (P3s). These innovative
partnerships between government and the private sector allow for state and local governments to provide efficient and cost-effective
services to citizens. How can Republican governors continue to find new ways to implement these creative partnerships?

 



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov);
bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann ( ;
brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus ( ); Brian Nutt

); carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine Bartel; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov);
clipparelli  CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; David Perry
(david.perry@governor.alabama.gov); david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ( ; Denise
Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug
Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emainigi ; griffin ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us;
Honor Ingels (Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov); jabot10 ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov;
jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov); Jeannemarie Davis
(jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff Boeyink
(jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us);
Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; Johnny Blackmon
(johnny.blackmon@governor.alabama.gov); joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith
Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman ( ); Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov);
Lgromis  Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson
(msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); Marissa Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov);
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mschrimpf@rga.org;
Nicole Guillemard ); Rebekah Mason (rebekah.mason@governor.alabama.gov);
rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; Richard Bark (rbark@az.gov);
rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Russ Kelly (russ.kelly@alaska.gov);
Ryan McGinness ( ); Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; Stephen Waguespack
(wags@la.gov); tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith

; travisrichmond ; Tyler Yingling; Wayne Struble
(wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Wendy Riemann
(Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov); will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell)
Subject: House introduces Middle Class Tax Relief & Job Creation Act
Date: Friday, December 09, 2011 11:24:10 AM
Attachments: ACTC.PDF

Ending UI for Millionaires.pdf
Expensing for Job Creation and Investment.pdf
Strengthening Medicare through Commonsense Reforms.pdf
Tax Relief for Working Americans.pdf
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Extension.pdf

Good afternoon - -
 
Today, the Middle Class Tax Relief & Job Creation Act was introduced in the House and we will vote
on this bill next week.  Below is a summary of the bill’s provisions, including pay-fors and spending
cuts to ensure that this bill is fully paid for and does not raise taxes.
 
The text of the bill can be found here:
http://rules.house.gov/Media/file/PDF_112_1/legislativetext/HR_1209.pdf.  Additional summary
documents of specific provisions are also attached.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Regards,
 
Will
 
 
+++++
 



Middle Class Tax Relief & Job Creation Act
GOP Plan Extends Current Payroll Tax Relief, Protects Social Security, Reforms and

Extends Unemployment Insurance & Includes Key Jobs Initiatives
 

Next week, the GOP-led House of Representatives will vote on the Middle Class Tax Relief &
Job Creation Act to help create thousands of new American jobs while helping Americans struggling

with the consequences of President Obama’s failed economic policies.  The bill extends current payroll

tax relief, protects Social Security, reforms and extends unemployment insurance, and extends pro-

growth tax relief for businesses of all sizes – while also advancing several bipartisan measures that will

directly support the creation of private-sector jobs, including the Keystone XL energy pipeline. 

Everything in the House bill is offset by spending cuts, rather than through tax increases that would hit

small businesses and destroy jobs, as proposed in Senate Democrats’ bill.

 

Extends Current Payroll Tax Relief, Protects Social Security
 

The bill provides a one-year extension of the temporary payroll tax relief enacted in 2010 and

allows Americans to keep more of their own money, rejecting the Democrats’ plan to increase taxes on

job creators. The measure protects the Social Security Trust Fund from being harmed by cutting

government spending and directing those savings to replenish the trust fund.  Specifically, the measure:

 

·         Extends the current lower payroll tax rate for employees, which was reduced from 6.2 percent

of wages to 4.2 percent, for one year.

·         Ensures that taxes will stay lower for the nearly 170 million Americans who pay payroll taxes,

with the average working family saving $1,000 in 2012.

·         Rejects the Democrats’ proposed tax increase on job creators.

 

Reforms UI Program & Extends Benefits for Americans Struggling in Obama Economy
 

The bill permanently reforms the federal unemployment insurance (UI) program and extends

benefits to those who are struggling in President Obama’s economy.  Recognizing that unemployment

services should focus on helping Americans get back to work, the bill uses a two-step process to

gradually reduce current maximum weeks of benefits from 99 to 59 weeks, a common-sense level that

is in line with past recessions and economic downturns (President Obama’s own plan recognizes that

American taxpayers cannot subsidize benefits for an unprecedented, unending period of time by

reducing the maximum weeks by 20 next year). 

 

The measure permanently reforms unemployment insurance to reduce waste, cut costs, and

increase state flexibility – consistent with the Jobs, Opportunities, Benefits & Services (JOBS) Act
approved by the Ways & Means Committee in May.  For example:

 

·         The bill requires all state and federal UI recipients to, as a condition of eligibility, search for

work, be in a GED program if they have not finished high school (with common-sense

exceptions such as for older workers), and participate in reemployment services to help them

get back to work.

·         The measure increases state flexibility to test and evaluate innovative state-based solutions.

·         The bill targets waste, fraud, and abuse by improving the accuracy and administration of UI

benefits.

·         The measure allows states, if they desire, to perform drug screening and testing as a condition

of providing UI benefits in order to improve prospects for future employment.

 

Job Creation Initiatives
 

          As part of Republicans’ continuing focus on jobs, including the GOP’s Plan for America’s Job
Creators, the measure includes several key jobs initiatives:



 

·         The bill accelerates a decision on the Keystone XL energy pipeline, requiring, within 60 days,

for the permit to be granted unless the president determines the project is not in the national

interest. The measure will create thousands of American jobs and increase America's energy

security. Similar legislation passed the House with bipartisan support earlier this year.

·         The measure extends 100 percent business expensing through 2012 to make it easier for

employers, small and large, to invest now in new machinery and equipment, grow their

businesses, and create jobs.

·         The bill includes Rep. Morgan Griffith’s (R-VA) EPA Regulatory Relief Act (H.R. 2250) to stop

the onerous new boiler rule and require the Obama administration to develop a more sensible

alternative that balances the need to protect both jobs and the environment.  The measure,

which would protect more than 200,000 American jobs, was passed by the House on a

bipartisan basis on October 13.

·         The measure includes spectrum auctions to advance wireless broadband service, bring

interoperable broadband communications to public safety officials, spur billions in private

investment, and create thousands of jobs – consistent with Rep. Greg Walden’s (R-OR)

Jumpstarting Opportunity with Broadband Spectrum (JOBS) Act.
 
Includes Two-Year “Doc Fix,” Further Defunds ObamaCare
 

          The bill provides a two-year “doc fix” and savings to offset the cost, including further defunding

the President’s health care law.  A two-year “doc fix” extension is longest stretch of time in nearly a

decade.  Bringing this level of stability to physicians will pave the way for a permanent fix.  Specifically,

the bill:

 

·         Extends certain Medicare payment policies, including a two-year “doc fix” to protect Medicare

physicians from large reimbursement cuts scheduled to take place next year.

·         Repeals $8 billion in ObamaCare mandatory funding from the unaccountable “prevention and

public health fund,” which the House voted to defund earlier this year (saves $8 billion).

·         Forces greater repayment of improper taxpayer-funded subsidies in ObamaCare to reduce

waste, fraud and abuse in the Democrats’ health care law (reduces deficit by $13.4 billion).

·         Updates certain provider payment methodologies to reduce wasteful spending (saves $21.5

billion).

 

Reforms & Extends Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Program
 

The Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program, which replaced the prior open-

ended welfare entitlement with a fixed federal block grant as part of the 1996 welfare reform law,

expires December 31, 2011.  The bill extends the $16.5 billion TANF block grant at its current funding

levels through the remainder of FY 2012, and makes two reforms to (1) improve program

administration by standardizing data elements to improve integrity and collaboration; and (2) close the

current “strip club loophole” to ensure that welfare funds cannot be accessed in strip clubs, liquor

stores, and casinos by blocking welfare electronic benefit transfer (EBT) cards from working in ATMs

there.

 

Spending Cuts – Not Tax Hikes on Job Creators – to Offset Payroll/UI Extension
 

The bill includes spending cuts in government programs – not tax increases on job creators –

to fully pay for extending current payroll tax relief and unemployment insurance benefits.  This includes

extending the current pay freeze for federal workers, including Members of Congress, eliminating

government benefits for millionaires & billionaires, targeting fraud and abuse, and reforming entitlement

programs – many ideas for which President Obama has already expressed support.  Specifically, the

bill:

 



·         Extends the current pay freeze for federal workers (including Members of Congress) through

FY 2013 (saves $26 billion).

·         Changes the co-pay structure for civilian federal retirees (saves $36 billion).

·         Raises Government Sponsored Enterprise (GSE) guarantee fees to better price the risks GSEs

cover and reduce their unfair advantages over the private sector (saves $38 billion).

·         Includes spectrum auctions and other reforms to bring in significant revenues for taxpayers by

making more efficient and effective use of the public’s airwaves (saves $16 billion).

·         Reforms the National Flood Insurance Program by eliminating the premium subsidy for certain

properties (saves $4 billion).

·         Better coordinates with states and localities to prevent Social Security overpayments (saves $3

billion)

·         Ensures that illegal immigrants who are not eligible to work in the U.S. do not get checks from

the IRS (saves $9.4 billion).

·         Gradually increases Medicare premiums for high income beneficiaries (saves as much as $31

billion).

·         Prohibits millionaires from receiving unemployment insurance and food stamp benefits (saves

$20 million).

 

 

 



From: Lindsay Russell
To: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; rserote@az.gov; Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US;

rob.jakubik ; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; macarter32
bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; ts ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov;
debbie ; griffin  ahorst@sba.IN.gov; bburdick@gov.IN.gov; cruhl@omb.in.gov;
dhiowa ; doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov; adam.nordstrom ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us;
wags@la.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov;
tomichz@michigan.gov; msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov;
brian ryan  bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us;
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; mkennicott ;
kristacarman  wstruble ; Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie
Altshuler; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us;
lgromis ; bnutt ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jim.soyer@state.sd.us;
mark.cate@tn.gov; will.cromer@tn.gov; travisrichmond ; katyoder 99 ;
brandymarty03 ; rspendlove@utah.gov; jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov;
kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov; keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov; eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov;
ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov; nguillemard ; sarah.echols ;
Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov; lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov

Cc: Marie T. Sanderson; Seth Levey
Subject: I thought this may be of interest to the group--
Date: Tuesday, April 19, 2011 9:38:46 AM

FYI-
 
WSJ's Rago Wins Pulitzer Prize
An editorial writer's ObamaCare critique captures the 2011 award.
 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703916004576271222668393848.html
 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   | 
 
 



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ; Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us;

bfulerwider@georgia.gov; Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov);
bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann (bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us);
brandymarty03  Brian Nutt (bnutt@state.pa.us); carol.statkus@wyo.gov;
clipparelli ; CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us;
david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ( ); Dennis Muchmore
(muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher
(doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); Ed Perez (eperez@osfr.state.tx.us); emainigi ; griffin ;
hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10  jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov;
Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov); jboeyink ; Jeannemarie Davis
(jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer
(jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov);
joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Krista Carman ( ); Kristi
Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner
(lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov); Lgromis ; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson
(msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); mark.cate@tn.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael Ciamarra
(michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov); Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov);
mkennicott ; mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard ( ;
rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove
(rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness ); Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov);
sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov); tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson
(timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith ); travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble
(wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich
(tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell)
Subject: ICYMI: CBO confirms Obamacare kills jobs
Date: Friday, February 11, 2011 9:21:32 AM

CBO Director Says Obamacare Would Reduce Employment by 800,000 Workers
By Jeffery H. Anderson
THE WEEKLY STANDARD
Feb 10, 2011
 
Testifying today before the House Budget Committee, Congressional Budget Office (CBO) Director
Doug Elmendorf confirmed that Obamacare is expected to reduce the number of jobs in the labor
market by an estimated 800,000. Here are excerpts from the exchange:
 
Chairman [Paul] Ryan: “[I]t’s been argued...that the new health care law will create jobs and increase
labor force participation. But if I recall from your analysis, it was quite the opposite. Is that not the
case?”
 
Director [Douglas] Elmendorf : “Yes.”...
 
+++++
 
Rep. [John] Campbell: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, we'll -- and Dr. Elmendorf -- and we'll continue this
conversation right now. First on health care, before I get to -- before I get to broader issues, you just
mentioned that you believe -- or that in your estimate, that the health care law would reduce the
labor used in the economy by about 1/2 of 1 percent, given that, I believe you say, there's 160 million
full-time people working in '20-'21.  That means that, in your estimation, the health care law would
reduce employment by 800,000 in '20-'21. Is that correct?
 
Director Elmendorf: Yes. The way I would put it is that we do estimate, as you said,
that...employment will be about 160 million by the end of the decade.  Half a percent of that is



800,000.
 
 
Will Kinzel
Assistant to the Speaker for Policy
Office of the Speaker
(202) 225-0882 DIRECT

 CELL
 
 



From: Derek Lieser
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Nicole Prieto Johns
Cc: "Cox-Kain, Julie"
Subject: Insurance Exchange: Planning Grant RFP
Date: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 12:21:49 PM
Attachments: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Project Designated Vendor List 0216 2011.docx

Katie and Andrew,
 
Attached is a list of potential vendors to fulfill the RFP requirements as set forth in our scope
of work. Nicole and I contacted other Planning States and we have included there selected
vendors (first two on the list). The other companies listed have talked with Craig Knutson
(former OID Chief of State) about providing consultant work.
 
We have looked into these companies and believe any number of these could fulfill the scope
of work requirements.
 
Respectfully,
Derek & Nicole
 
Derek Lieser | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager |
2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73107 | Office: 405.522.7270 | Mobile phone:  |
E-mail: Derek.Lieser@okhca.org

 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ( ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon
Steinmann ( ); brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus
( ); Brian Nutt ( ); carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine
Bartel; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); clipparelli ;
CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie
Hohlt ( ; Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon
(Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emainigi ; Eric
Finkbeiner (eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov); griffin ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us;
jabot10 ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck
(jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov); Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes
(barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov);
Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John
Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov); joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman ); Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov);
Lgromis  Lindsay Russell; macarter32  Marie Sanderson
(msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); Marissa Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov);
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov); Michael DiSabato
(Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mkennicott ; mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole
Guillemard ); rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness

; Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Stephen
Waguespack (wags@la.gov); tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd
Smith (ts@rubicondc.com); travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov);
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Wendy Riemann (Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov); will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak
Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell)
Subject: Jim Capretta: "Getting to Yes" (NRO Corner post explaining why Republicans should vote yes on new Boehner

plan)
Date: Monday, July 25, 2011 6:31:32 PM

Getting to ‘Yes’
By James C. Capretta
NRO: The Corner
July 25, 2011
With the collapse of the Boehner-Obama talks, it looks as if something closer to “regular order” in
the legislative branch will probably be needed to produce the final deal to raise the debt limit. The
House is moving toward taking up a plan drafted by the speaker and his lieutenants, and Senate
majority leader Harry Reid is drafting a competing version for his chamber.
 
This is a good development. Because it’s been clear for some time now that President Obama has
been the real roadblock.
 
The president and his advisers wanted to take what looked on its surface like a potential problem
for them — the need to raise the debt limit — and turn it into an opportunity. They have had three
primary objectives in this fight. First, the president has wanted to force congressional Republicans to
agree to a large tax hike. Such a hike would partially mask the government’s spending problem for a
time (though not permanently), and thus ease the pressure for spending cuts. It would also badly
divide the conservative coalition going into an election year. In other words, it would be a real
“twofer” for the president and his party and would certainly be trumpeted as such by the
mainstream press.
 
Second, the president has wanted to further advance the Obamacare vision for health care. That has
meant no meaningful move toward repeal and replace, and in fact further changes in Medicare and



Medicaid that are in the spirit of Obamacare’s central-planning philosophy.
 
The president’s third objective has been to reposition himself politically. His first two years in office
were dominated by the so-called “stimulus” proposal and Obamacare — efforts that cemented the
electorate’s perception of him as a big-spending, big-government liberal. Heading into 2012, the
president and his advisers desperately want to change his image, especially among independent
voters, and they were hoping that a “$4 trillion” deficit-cutting plan would do the trick.
 
Unfortunately for the president, as the details of his talks with Speaker Boehner have spilled out into
the press, it hasn’t helped him shed his well-earned reputation as a big spender. The dominant story
line that has emerged is that the president has insisted on a $1.2 trillion tax hike to get a deal, and
Republicans have said no, especially given the president’s insistence that a serious rewrite of the
health-care entitlements, including Obamacare, is “off the table.” By holding firm, Republicans have
— so far — denied the president the ability to shift political blame onto them for the tax hikes he
wants to impose on working Americans. Consequently, as matters stand today, the debt-limit talks
have only further exposed the president as a big-government liberal.
 
So Republicans have acquitted themselves remarkably well to date. The question is, what should
they do now?
 
First, House Republicans must realize that, at this stage, they have to pass a credible plan through
their chamber. Having rejected the Obama “grand bargain,” they need to show the country they are
willing to pass a debt-limit increase on reasonable terms to avoid the real, if sometimes
exaggerated, risks associated with a debt-limit crisis. The two-step process that Speaker Boehner
outlined to his colleagues today looks like it should do the trick in that regard. It would impose
discretionary spending caps for a decade, thus producing real restraint on domestic appropriations.
The savings — about $1.2 trillion over ten years — would be accompanied by a substantial and
immediate increase in the debt limit.
 
In addition, the Boehner plan would empower a special bipartisan joint committee of House and
Senate members to draft further budget-cutting reforms, including entitlement changes. The target
would be an additional $1.8 trillion in deficit reduction over ten years. The recommendations of this
committee would go to an up-or-down vote in both the House and the Senate, probably sometime
in early 2012.
 
Senator Reid and his Democratic colleagues are objecting to the Boehner plan on the grounds that it
would force another debt-limit showdown in 2012, almost certainly with the same disputes about
taxes and entitlements. Fair enough. House and Senate Republicans should be open to a reasonable
counter-offer from Senator Reid, especially if it is an offer that could actually pass in the Senate.
 
The details of course matter immensely here. The legislation to raise the debt limit needs to include
real spending restraint, not gimmicks or smoke and mirrors. But if the cuts in a Reid counter-offer
are real, and if they are of a size to comfortably allow an even larger bump up in the debt limit,
Republicans should be open to moving in that direction if doing so would produce a final deal with
Senate Democrats.



 
Because, from a strategic point of view, even a resolution of the kind Reid is pursuing — one giving
the president a debt-limit hike into 2013 — would give Republicans all they need from this fight, if
they spending cuts are indeed real and not focused on defense. There would be no “grand bargain”
for the president, and no “Gang of Six” plan. There would be sizeable, even historic spending cuts,
with no accompanying tax increase. There would be no tacit approval of Obamacare. And there
would be no political fallout from the unpredictable economic turmoil that could accompany a
hiatus in federal borrowing.
 
It’s true that such a deal would also mean giving up on entitlement reform before 2013. But, given
what’s happened over the past two months, it’s obvious that genuine entitlement reform isn’t going
to happen with this president in the Oval Office.
 
Republicans have successfully dodged several bullets to this point. It’s now time for them to see that
they are in a good position to close a deal on their terms — and then move on.
 
— James C. Capretta was an associate director at the Office of Management and Budget from 2001
to 2004.
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FFIS Weekly Update – July 3, 2012 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
July 3, 2012: Appropriations Continue in the House Last week, the full House passed its version of the 
fiscal year (FY) 2013 Transportation-Housing and Urban Development (HUD) appropriations bill (H.R. 
5972). The House Appropriations Committee also approved its FY 2013 Interior-Environment spending 
measure last week. FFIS will be releasing a budget brief today examining the latest major developments 
for states across the FY 2013 appropriations process. 
 
June 29, 2012: President Signs Two-Year Surface Transportation Reauthorization In its first action to 
provide long-term authorizing legislation for federal transportation programs since the expiration of 
SAFETEA-LU on September 30, 2009, the House and Senate passed the conference agreement for H.R. 
4348 on Friday, which was then signed into law by the president. According to the American Association 
of State Transportation Officers, this bill authorizes $105 billion for surface transportation programs 
through FY 2014. The conference agreement provides funding for the federal-aid highway program at 
current levels with a small inflationary adjustment and focuses on consolidating the number of 
programs within the federal-aid highway system. Included in the agreement was a five year 
reauthorization of the National Flood Insurance Program, which extends the program through 
September 30, 2017. The bill would also extend the current interest rate of 3.4% on subsidized Stafford 
loans for an additional year. Finally, the conference report also extends the Secure Rural Schools 
program through FY 2012. Further FFIS analysis of this bill is forthcoming. 
 
The bill text is available here: http://www.rules.house.gov/Media/file/PDF 112 2/LegislativeText/CRPT-
112hrpt-HR4348ih.pdf 
A joint explanatory statement from Conference Committee is available here: 
http://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20120625/HR4348crJES.pdf 
 
June 28, 2012: House Committee Moves Forward on Digital Goods Bill The House Judiciary Committee 
approved H.R. 1860, the Digital Goods and Services Tax Fairness Act. The bill is designed to provide a 
framework for state taxation of digital goods and services provided over the internet. States have 
expressed concern over H.R. 1860, primarily because it fails to grant jurisdictions with the authority to 
tax in exchange for sourcing rules. The chairman of the committee committed to work with states to 
modify the bill before it is considered by the full House. More information can be found at:  
http://judiciary.house.gov/hearings/Markups%202012/mark 06282012.html 
 
EDUCATION 
June 29, 2012: ED Approves NCLB Waivers for Five More States The Department of Education (ED) 
approved waivers from certain accountability provisions included in No Child Left Behind (NCLB, P.L. 
107-110). The five new states receiving waivers are Arkansas, Missouri, South Dakota, Utah, and 
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Virginia. To read ED’s announcement, click here: http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/obama-
administration-approves-five-more-states-nclb-waivers  
 
For more information on the waiver process, see Issue Brief 12-23. 
 
June 29, 2012: ED Awards $5.9 Million in HEP and CAMP Grants ED announced more than $5.9 million 
in grants for nine states under the High School Equivalency Program (HEP) and the College Assistance 
Migrant Program (CAMP). A complete list of grantees can be found here: 
http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-awards-more-59-million-grants-
help-migrant-students  
 
ENERGY 
June 27, 2012: DOE Releases Weatherization Incidental Repair Measure Guidance The Department of 
Energy has provided new guidance on incidental repair measures (IRMs) allowable under the 
Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP). This guidance follows recent reviews and comments 
indicating inconsistency in interpretation of DOE policy concerning IRMs. Access the guidance here: 
http://waptac.org/data/files/website docs/government/guidance/2012/wpn12-09-incidental-repair-
measure.pdf 
 
A set of frequently asked questions came along with this new guidance: 
http://waptac.org/data/files/website docs/government/guidance/2012/wpn12-09-incidental-repair-
measure-faq.pdf 
 
June 27, 2012: DOE Releases Weatherization Guidance on Returning Interest Earned 
DOE has provided new guidance on options for grantees and recipients returning interest earned on 
advanced federal funds under WAP. Grantees and recipients are required to remit interest earned on 
advances of federal funds to the government. However, recent WAP financial oversight indicates that 
grantees and recipients are not returning or not following proper procedures to remit this interest. 
Access the guidance here: 
http://waptac.org/data/files/website docs/government/guidance/2012/wpn12-10-guidance-for-
returning-interest-earned.pdf 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
July 2, 2012: GAO Releases Report Calling for Greater Oversight of Sec. 319 Nonpoint Source Grant 
Program The Government Accountability Office (GAO) reports that since 2000, 28% of Sec. 319 
Nonpoint Source projects did not achieve all objectives originally identified in the project proposal, while 
many that did so still faced considerable challenges. About half of these challenges could have been 
identified and mitigated before projects were proposed and selected for funding, such as gaining access 
to desired properties. GAO recommends, among other things, that EPA provide Sec. 319 oversight 
guidance to its regional offices and that USDA analyze data to determine if measures were taken to 
mitigate water quality impacts in Sec. 319 project areas. Click here to access the entire report: 
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-12-335 
 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
July 2, 2012: ACF Posts TANF Report to Congress The Administration for Children and Families (ACF) 
posted to its website the ninth annual report to Congress on the Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) program. The report covers a variety of topics including caseloads, TANF expenditures 
and balance, work participation rates, and performance measures. Click here to access the report:  
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ofa/data-reports/annualreport9/9th report-to-congress 3-26-
12.pdf 
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July 2, 2012: CDC Awards $971 million for Public Health Disaster Preparedness The Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS), Centers for Disease Control (CDC) awarded more than $971 million in 
grants under the Hospital Preparedness Program (HPP) and the Public Health Emergency Preparedness 
(PHEP). Awards were made to all 50 states, eight territories, and Chicago, the District of Columbia, Los 
Angeles, New York City. HHS’s announcement can be found here: 
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2012pres/06/20120702a.html  
 
June 29, 2012: HRSA Publishes Designated Health Professional Shortage Areas The Health Resources 
and Services Administration (HRSA) published lists of all geographic areas, population groups, and 
facilities designated as primary medical care, mental health, and dental health professional shortage 
areas. Many federal programs utilized these designations for funding and eligibility. Click here for more 
information: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-29/pdf/2012-15819.pdf 
 
June 28, 2012: ACF Announces State Systems Interoperability and Integration Project ACF released 
information about a new competitive funding opportunity for state human service agencies designed to 
improve interoperability and integration in eligibility and enrollment, business process and workflows, 
case management, and other related functions across human services information technology systems. 
More information on this announcement, which is part of the Office for Management and Budget’s 
(OMB) Partnership Fund for Program Integrity Innovation, is available at: 
http://www.medicaid.gov/State-Resource-Center/Events-and-Announcements/Events-and-
Announcements.html 
 
June 28, 2012: HHS OIG Releases Report on Head Start Eligibility In response to a May 2010 
congressional hearing on potential fraud in the Head Start program, HHS, Office of Inspector General 
(OIG) conducted a study of ACF’s oversight of Head Start grantees. The report found that ACF made 
improvements in its review process of grantees in FY 2011. Click here for more information: 
http://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-05-11-00140.asp 
 
June 27, 2012: ACF Seeks Comment on New Information Collection for Responsible Fatherhood Grants 
ACF published the following notice in the Federal Register on a new collection activity related to a 
baseline survey for an evaluation study of the Responsible Fatherhood Grant Program: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-27/pdf/2012-15440.pdf 
 
June 26, 2012: GAO Issues Two Reports on Supplemental Security Income (SSI) The Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) released two studies on SSI, focusing on children receiving benefits. The first 
examined trends in the rate of children receiving benefits due to mental impairments and the eligibility 
process for these children: http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-12-497 
 
The second report, which is a supplement to the first, looked at state trends in applications, allowances, 
and benefit receipts for children with mental impairments: http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-12-
498SP 
 
June 25, 2012: ASPE Posts Report on Housing Assistance for Youth Aging Out of Foster Care The 
Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) issued the following report that describes how 
states are using the Chafee Foster Care Independence Program and other programs to provide housing 
assistance to help youth as they age out of foster care: 
http://aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/12/chafeefostercare/rpt.shtml 
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HEALTH CARE REFORM 
June 29, 2012: HHS Announces New Funding for Health Insurance Exchanges HHS will provide states 
with additional opportunities to apply for funding to establish a state-based exchange, state partnership 
exchange, or to prepare state systems for a federally facilitated exchange. More details, including new 
guidance, can be found at: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2012pres/06/20120629a.html 
 
June 28, 2012: U.S. Supreme Court Issues Ruling on the Affordable Care Act (ACA) In a 5-4 decision, the 
Supreme Court ruled to uphold the constitutionality of ACA. The individual mandate is upheld based on 
Congress’s power to tax, but not on the basis of the commerce clause that gives Congress the ability to 
regulate interstate commerce. The Court ruled that the Medicaid expansion is constitutional though the 
federal government could not withhold existing Medicaid funding for states that opted not to 
participate in the expansion.   
 
The full text of the opinion can be accessed here: http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/11pdf/11-
393c3a2.pdf 
Additional information on the Medicaid provisions from the National Association of Medicaid Directors 
(NAMD) is available at: http://medicaiddirectors.org/node/453 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY 
June 29, 2012: FEMA Announces Final Allocations for Preparedness Grants The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) released final FY 2012 grant allocations for preparedness grants. The final 
allocations for State Homeland Security Grant Program, the Urban Areas Security Initiative, and 
Emergency Management Performance Grants are identical to the initial allocations. To view the 
allocations, go to: http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=6178 
 
LABOR 
June 29, 2012: Labor Provides Guidance on SQSP The Department of Labor (DOL) issued additional 
planning guidance to states on the FY 2013 unemployment insurance (UI) State Quality Service Plan 
(SQSP). To view the additional guidance materials, click here: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/UIPL/UIPL 24 12.pdf  
 
June 29, 2012: GAO Releases Report on Overlap in Employment Programs for Persons with Disabilities 
GAO released a report examining the overlap and overall effectiveness of employment programs that 
serve persons with disabilities within ED, DOL, and the Department of Veteran Affairs (VETS). GAO’s 
findings can be accessed here: http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-12-677  
 
June 28, 2012: DOL Issues Guidance on Handling Personally Identifiable Information DOL issued 
guidance to grantees (including states) on compliance with the requirements of handling and protecting 
personally identifiable information in their grants. The guidance document can be found here: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEGL/TEGL 39 11.pdf  
 
June 26, 2012: DOL Announces $1.8 Million in WANO Awards DOL announced awards of $1.8 million in 
grants to consortia in six states—California, Georgia, Illinois, Massachusetts, Oregon, and West 
Virginia—through the Women in Apprenticeship and Nontraditional Occupations (WANO) program. To 
read the full announcement, click here: http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/ETA20121310.htm  
 
June 25, 2012: DOL Provides Guidance on UC Disclosure DOL issued guidance to states on its 
interpretation of Section 303(a)(c) of the Social Security Act (P.L. 74-271), which requires states to 
disclose unemployment compensation (UC) information. DOL’s guidance can be accessed here: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/UIPL/UIPL 23-12.pdf  
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NUTRITION 
June 29, 2012: FNS Announces FY 2011 SNAP Payment Accuracy Rate The Food and Nutrition Service 
(FNS) announced that the FY 2011 payment accuracy under the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) reached 96.2%. FY 2011 is the fifth consecutive year for which the overall payment 
accuracy rate has increased. To read FNS’s complete announcement, click here: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cga/PressReleases/2012/FNS-4.htm  
 
June 29, 2012: FNS Issues Guidance on WIC Universal MIS-EBT Interface FNS provided guidance to 
states on the functional requirements for the universal interface between the Special Supplemental 
Food Program for Woman, Infants, and Children (WIC) management information systems (MIS) and 
electronic benefit transfer (EBT) systems. To access the guidance, click here: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/EBT/WICUniversalMISEBTInterfaceSpecification.pdf  

TRANSPORTATION 
July 2, 2012: DOT Awards $29 Million to Help Veterans and Military Families Connect to Jobs  The 
Department of Transportation (DOT) announced $29 million in grants to provide improved access to 
local transportation for veterans and their families, wounded warriors, and other military personnel. The 
grants will support 64 projects in 33 states and the Northern Mariana Islands. Click here for more 
information: http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2012/fta4112.html 
 



States May Face Showdown With Feds Over Cutting Medicaid Rolls 
 
By MARILYN WERBER SERAFINI and JULIE APPLEBY  

KHN Staff Writers, Jan 30, 2011 

Financially strapped governors, Congress and the Obama administration could be headed for a 
showdown over the Medicaid health care program that covers 48 million poor, disabled and 
elderly people nationwide.  
 
Arizona's governor has already asked for permission to drop people from the joint federal-state 
program, which states say is eating up huge portions of their budgets. But to do so, they need the 
green light either from Congress or the Obama administration.  
 
If they don't get one? States warn they may need to slash payments to doctors and hospitals and 
make deep cuts in other programs such as education. They could even thumb their nose at the 
law and cut eligibility, which would force the Obama administration to decide whether to cut all 
federal Medicaid funding to those states.  
 
The new health care law requires states to maintain their Medicaid eligibility levels for adults until 
2014, when much of the law kicks in. In the meantime, federal funds that helped most states 
maintain their Medicaid programs – part of the 2009 stimulus package --comes to an end in June, 
even as enrollment remains at an all-time high while the nation struggles to recover from the 
recession.  
 
Republicans in the House generally want to allow states more leeway, but their only hope is to 
get some members of the Democratic-controlled Senate on board.  

Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., who chairs the Senate Finance Committee, said in an interview he is 
aware that states are under pressure to cut eligibility and that he will "look at" options. Still, he 
said, any such effort should "find a way to maintain as much coverage as we can."  
 
He and other Democrats, including Iowa Sen. Tom Harkin, chairman of the Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions Committee, and House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of California, said they 
would like to extend the expiring Medicaid aid until 2014.  
 
The odds are against making such a move. Republicans have complained bitterly about the 
stimulus funding. Now that they control the House, they’re stressing the need to narrow the 
ballooning federal budget deficit.  
 
Arizona, which says its Medicaid spending has gone from 17 percent of its general fund in 2007 
to nearly 30 percent this year, recently asked the administration for permission to drop coverage 
for 280,000 Medicaid recipients. The state argues it's already more generous than most states – 
it's one of only 7 states that cover childless adults -- and says Medicaid costs are jeopardizing 
other priorities.  
 
Other states also are likely to seek waivers. "The states are reaching a crisis point fiscally," said 
Dan Mendelson, CEO of Avalere Health, a consulting firm. Still, allowing states to drop coverage 
"runs directly counter to the goals" of the Obama administration, he said, adding that it would lead 
to "an erosion of coverage before the next (presidential) election."  
 
Earlier this month, the National Governors Association and the Republican Governors 
Association urged congressional leaders to let them downsize their programs. Matt Salo, director 
of the Health and Human Services Committee at the NGA, said that some governors’ staff 
members are warning congressional offices that, unless they get help, they might have to ignore 
the law and change their eligibility rules anyway.  
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If that occurred, the federal government would have to decide whether to stop sending Medicaid 
money to those states. Even without the extra stimulus aid, the federal government, on average 
pays 57 percent of the cost of the joint program; in some states it is as much as 75 percent.  
 
The health law – and the stimulus program – both require states to maintain eligibility, just as do 
other agreements between the states and Congress where matching federal funds are involved. 
Without such rules, there "isn’t a mechanism that the states will use funding the way it is intended 
by Congress," says Mendelson. "States have taken a lot of federal money over the past couple of 
years with strings attached and these are the strings."  
 
Under the law, Medicaid will expand sharply in 2014 when 16 million more people are expected to 
become eligible for the program. The federal government will pick up the full tab for the 
newcomers for the first three years. By 2020, the federal share ratchets down to 90 percent.  
 
When asked whether he would support loosening the eligibility rules for states, Donald Berwick, 
the administrator for the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, said that he was 
sensitive to the states’ situation. His solutions, however, were to point states to funding that he 
said is already available to them, such as subsidies to establish insurance exchanges. Moreover, 
he added, his agency plans to make recommendations to states on ways to lower costs by 
improving care. One example is reducing hospital admissions, said Cindy Mann, director of the 
federal Center for Medicaid and State Operations.  
 
Democrats in Congress have additional ideas, but most have little chance of moving forward 
because they go against Republican priorities of reducing federal spending and control.  
 
Harkin, for example, said he also plans to look into an idea that has surfaced in the past to turn 
Medicaid over entirely to the federal government. "Maybe the federal government should take 
over the whole thing, and in exchange states would do other things," he said.  
 
Mendelson points to another past proposal for the federal government to pick up the nursing 
home costs for Medicaid enrollees who are also eligible for Medicare, the federal health program 
for the elderly.  
 
The elderly and disabled account for the majority of Medicaid spending, with a good chunk of that 
being used for long term care. Medicaid payments represent 40 percent of all nursing home 
spending, according to the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured. (KHN and the 
Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured are both part of the Kaiser Family 
Foundation.)  
 
While AARP's state policy director JoAnn Lamphere says the idea is "intriguing," it is "a long term 
policy discussion that not going to save the states right now."  
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The Utah Health Exchange 

• Governance 
o Operates within the Governor’s Office of Economic Development 

(GOED) 

• Structure 
o Market organizer; not a selective contractor 

• Purpose 
o On-line comparison, application, enrollment, and premium 

aggregation 
o Standardizes plan information; not the plans themselves 
o Facilitates the Utah Defined Contribution Market 

 Small Group  
• Limited Launch, August 2009 
• Full launch, September 2010 

 
 



Similarities 
Massachusetts 

• State-based solution designed to 
be responsive to state-specific 
issues, customs, business 
practices, etc. 
 

• Consumer-centered approach 
 

• Achieved broad, bipartisan 
consensus supporting the basic 
reform elements  

 

Utah 
• State-based solution designed to 

be responsive to state-specific 
issues, customs, business 
practices, etc. 
 

• Consumer-centered approach 
 

• Achieved broad, bipartisan 
consensus supporting the basic 
reform elements 



Differences (I)  
Massachusetts 

• Individual mandate 

• Employer mandate 

• Government role is contracting agent 

• Established Massachusetts Connector 

Authority with broad regulatory 

responsibilities 

• Efforts began in individual market 

• Acted first on public sector reforms; 

now rolling out private insurance 

market reforms 

Utah 
• No individual mandate 

• No employer mandate 

• Government role is market facilitator 

• Regulatory authority strictly limited 

to establishment of electronic data 

standards 

 

• Efforts began in small group market 

• Began by implementing private 

market reforms first; public sector 

reforms to follow 



Differences (II) 

Massachusetts 
• No risk adjustment mechanism 

included 

• Upfront appropriation of $25 
million; ongoing funding through 
retention of a portion of premium 

• Staff of approximately 45 
employees 

Utah 
• Risk adjustment mechanism 

established to deal with adverse 
selection issues 

• Upfront appropriation of 
$600,000; ongoing funding 
through annua I appropriation and 
technology fees; self-sustaining 
threshold 

• Staff of 3 employees 

LEAVITT ---PARTNERS 



Utah Health Exchange Status Report 

• 100%  employer renewal rate from Limited Launch 

• Average 42% growth rate every month since full launch 

• 130 employers currently participating 

• 20% of employers currently participating previously offered no 

coverage 
• 24% of the business groups participating in the Exchange 

previously offered coverage with an insurance carrier not 
participating in the exchange  

• 92% of the businesses participating in the Exchange use a broker 

• ~3500 covered lives  



Stakeholder Engagement 
2007 Community Coalition calls for sweeping reforms 

• Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce 
• United Way of Salt Lake 

2008 Legislative Task Force established; with extensive support from Executive Branch 
agencies, convenes Perspective-Oriented Work Groups 

• Community Group 
• Business Group 
• Hospital Group 
• Non-hospita l Provider Group 
• Insurance Group (carriers and producers) 

2009 Legislative Task Force reauthorized; new approach calls for Task-Oriented Work 
Groups 

• Affordability and Access Group 
• Transparency and Qua lity Group 
• Oversight and Implementation Group 

2010 Task-Oriented Work Groups 
• Oversight and Implementation Group 
• Cost Containment Group 

LEAVITT -----PARTNERS 
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2010 2014 2013 2012 2011 2017 2016 2015 2018 

HHS must determine if 
states have made 
sufficient progress in 
developing exchange 

Jan 1, 2014 
Premium tax credits 
available for 
enrollees under 
400% FPL 

March 23, 2011 
Deadline for HHS 
Secretary to award 
Exchange grants 

Jan 1, 2015 
Exchange must be 
financially self-
sustaining 

Jan - May Non bi-
cameral State 
legislatures 
convene 

Jan 1, 2017 
Large group 
Exchange to go live 

Jan 1, 2014 State 
Exchanges required 
to go live 

July 1, 2010 
Healthcare.gov 
goes live, 
simulating first 
Exchange 

Preliminary 
insurance  
regulations take 
affect 

Jan 1, 2015 
Employer & 
Individual mandates 
in effect 

Jan 1, 2016 States 
must choose to 
engage in 
healthcare Choice 
Compacts 

PPACA Timeline 



PPACA: Early Decisions for States 

1. Will the state establish the Exchange or default to the 

Secretary of HHS? 

2. How will the Exchange be governed? 

3. How will the Exchange be structured? 

4. What functions will the exchange perform? 

5. What implementation time line will the state follow? 

 



Exchange Capabilities and Services Fall 
Into Three Categories 
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 Core Functions—essential to select and enroll in a plan 
 

 Ancillary Functions—non-core, non-mandated 
capabilities 

 
 Mandated Functions—required to satisfy PPACA 

 



i ..... 
Employer 

Core Functions 

Health 
Plan 
#1 

Health 
Plan 
#2 

Health 
Plan 
#3 

LEAVITT -PARTNERS 

Health 
Plan 
#4 
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Employee 

or 
Consumer 



True 
Exchange 

The Utah Model 

LEAVITT -PARTNERS 
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Employee 
or 

Consumer 



Mandated Exchange Functions 

LEAV I TT - 14 
PARTNERS 



Functioning State Exchanges 

Alaska D 

Hawaii D 
DC D 

States with a Functioning Public Exchange 

LEAVITT 
PARTNERS 



Alaska D 
Hawaii D 

DC D 

PPACA Compliance 

States with PPACA Compliant Exchanges 

LEAVITT ---
PARTNERS 



Federal Funding for Exchanges (I) 

Alaska D 
Hawaii II 

DC II 

LEAVITT ---
PARTNERS 

Planning & Establishment Grant Applied 
for and Awarded 



Federal Funding for Exchanges (II) 

Alaska D 

Hawaii D 
DC D 

Early Innovator Grant Recipient 

LEAVITT --
PARTNERS 



Federal Funding for Exchanges (Ill) 

Alaska 

Hawaii 

DC 

II 
D 
D 

LEAVITT ---
PARTNERS 

Rejected, Returned, Intend to Return, or 
Halted Use of PPACA Federal Funds 



Federal Funding for Exchanges (IV) 

Alaska D 

Hawaii D 
DC D 

Level I Round One Grant Recipient 

LEAVITT --
PARTNERS 



State Exchange Implementation Authorit 

Alaska II 
Hawaii II 

DC D 

LEAVITT ---
PARTNERS 

Establishment Legislation 

Study Committee 

Alternative Authority 

Legislation Failed 



Takeaways 

22 

• Most states will initiate efforts to build an exchange, 
though largely on their own terms 

 
• Exchanges  will be used as tools to reform Medicaid  

 
• Fully functioning, PPACA compliant exchanges by 2014 is 

questionable 
 

 



Lessons Learned 

23 

1. Support and cooperation within and across state government is key 

2. Define your vision; begin with the end in mind 

3. Identify specific problems to be addressed 

4. Demography is destiny 

5. Develop a general timeline; include aggressive but reasonable deadlines 

6. Implement in phases 

7. Leverage existing resources 

8. Commit to systemic change 

9. Engage stakeholders early and often and in a cooperative dynamic 

10. Measure and report progress on a regular basis 
 



Leavitt Partners, LLC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Salt Lake City Office 
299 South Main Street 
Suite #2300 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 

Washington DC Office 
1776 I Street, NW 
9th Floor 
Washington, DC 20006 

Phone: (801) 656-9716 
www.leavittpartners.com 

 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Kinzel, Will; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman
Subject: Letter from Chairman McKeon
Date: Monday, April 30, 2012 9:14:16 AM
Attachments: 4-30-2012 McKeon to NGA.PDF

All- please see attachment from Will for this morning’s call.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 

From: Kinzel, Will [mailto:Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Monday, April 30, 2012 9:05 AM
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: RE: 4/30 RGPPC Conference Call
 
Can you send this out to the group as well?
 
Thanks!
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson  
Sent: Sunday, April 29, 2012 8:56 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; White, Brandi
(McConnell); Swann, Lanier (McConnell); lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov
Subject: 4/30 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Mon. 4/30, morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 
 

a)     RGPPC Events:  Your energy staff may register for our Charlotte event here: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?
formkey=dDJFdlAxc2lYbFhtRmg2QUZrU0ZEM1E6MQ. As a reminder, the RGPPC



will pay for two energy sr. staffers from each office to attend this symposium. 
Please note that this symposium is being held at the front end of our Corporate
Policy Summit (May 16th – 17th) and our Executive Roundtable Meeting (May
17th – 18th) which are also being held in Charlotte, NC. 

 
Other RGPPC Events: 
 
Tuesday, May 15 – Wednesday, May 16, 2012
2012 RGPPC Energy Symposium
Ballantyne Hotel
Charlotte, NC
Who may attend?  We are inviting two energy sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012
2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 

Thursday, June 21- Friday, June 22, 2012
2012 Senior Staff Retreat
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting the COS as well as two sr. staffers to attend this

retreat.
 

Sunday, June 24 – Monday, June 25, 2012
2012 RGPPC Education Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two education sr. staffers to attend this

symposium.
 

 
b)     Signed Medical Device Letter (Debbie Hohlt)

 
c)      Subcommittee updates: 

 
1.       Energy and Environment: Revised principles are attached.  Marie and Seth

will coordinate individuals calls with those states who need additional
conversation. Approval is due by May 2.  A separate email regarding our
energy effort will be sent to you and your energy advisors and a separate



conference will be set to discuss this in more detail. 
2.       Healthcare: Report is being written.  The first draft of the healthcare report

 will be released to all Republican states for review the second week in May.
3.       Education/Workforce: Steering committee met on April 16. A first draft of

education principles will be released to all states on Monday May 7.
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared by the

committee.
5.       Federalism: reaching out to think tanks, to provide additional info in coming

weeks
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform. Info

to be available this week for download at rgppc.com
 
 

d)     Please Complete Surveys
 

1.        PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and House
Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s Office on
the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources on DoI and
ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

3.        Staff contacts;  RGPPC is enhancing our distribution of information.
We are seeking the appropriate policy advisor for the various issue sets
in each office.  Survey requests contact information for staff or agency
head.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DR8ZQ7F

 
 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
            HASC Chair McKeon letter to governors and discussion regarding the impact of
sequestration
 
5.Senate Update:  Lanier (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?



 
Thank you, Have a nice week. - RGPPC
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: NGA HHS Committee
To: HHS Committee
Subject: Letter from HHS and USDA
Date: Thursday, August 11, 2011 11:24:29 AM
Attachments: FINAL Tri-Agency Letter 08-10-11.pdf

HHS and USDA Announce New Flexibilities to Aid in Eligibility Determinations
Yesterday, the Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Agriculture (USDA) announced
new flexibilities for states to integrate eligibility determination systems for health and human
services programs.  As states develop new systems required to operate health insurance exchanges
and implement other aspects of the Affordable Care Act by January 2014, they are encouraged to
pursue an integrated eligibility system strategy that would allow other human services programs to
be included at a later date.  In a letter to states, HHS and USDA indicated that states may receive a
time-limited exemption from federal cost allocation requirements to allow programs such as
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program to
utilize systems developed specifically for determining an individual’s eligibility for health programs
without sharing in the common system development costs.  The exception will expire on December
31, 2015.
 
A copy of the letter is attached.
 
Heather E. Hogsett
Director
Committees on Health & Human Services and
Homeland Security & Public Safety
National Governors Association
(202)624-5360
 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments,
is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that
is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not
an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this
message. 

---
You are currently subscribed to [hhsreps] as Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-200019-
158950.082c7c8c58e3aebbaf0a4c4dfd1615ea@talk.nga.org..

Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org



Nathan Deal 
GOVERNOR 

The Honorable Phil Gingrey 
U.S. House of Representat ives 
442 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, o.c. 20515 

Dear Congressman Gingrey: 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

ATLANTA 30334-0900 

February 28, 2011 

I am writing with regard to the Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirement with respect 
to Georgia's Medicaid program and the significant challenge that this federal requirement is 
placing on the state of Georgia. 

At a time when governors across the country are struggling to balance their budgets, the 
federal government is insisting on tying our hands as it relates to management of one of our 
state's most costly programs. State and federal governments must work together to remedy 
this situation; Secretary Sebelius, the Congress and President Obama should remove 
Maintenance of Effort requirements currently in place. Ensuring our ability to provide 
healthcare services to our most vulnerable population in the state of Georgia requires flexibility, 
and that is not provided under current law. 

As a resul t of current MOE requirements, my SFY 2012 Budget Recommendation 
includes a reduction in Medicaid provider reimbursement of 1% and the elimination of coverage 
of "optional" benefits, including adult dental, vision and podiatry coverage. Additional ly, my 
recommendation increases member co-pay amounts for covered services to the allowable 
nominal amount as a result of the limited options under current law. These very difficult 
decisions stem from austere budget times and stringent federal regulations. Provision of 
flexibility in our Medicaid program would significantly improve the budgetary landscape and 
would help us avoid these cuts in service. 

As Governor, I call upon members of the Georgia Delegation, t he Energy and Commerce 
Committee, the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services and the President to 
remove the deleterious MOE requirements on Georgia's Medicaid program that are hampering 
our abi lity to manage the program effectively. 

As the former Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee's 
Subcommittee on Health, I look forward to the opportunity to testify on the challenges my state 
faces with management of our Medicaid program. 

Respectfully, 

n.,.,.. •• ~· &. 

Nathan Deal 



From: Cohan, Erin
To: Reps
Subject: Letter to Secretary Sebelius - Legal Transfer of IT Systems
Date: Friday, December 09, 2011 9:10:58 AM
Attachments: Letter - Federal IT Sharing.pdf

NGA Legal Analysis on Transfer of Information Technology Systems for the Federally-Facilitated Exchange to
State Exchanges.pdf

To: Washington Representatives and State-Federal Contacts
Re: Legal Transfer of IT Systems
 
Attached please find a letter from NGA Executive Director Dan Crippen to Health and Human
Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius regarding a legal analysis of how the federal government could
transfer IT systems developed for the federally-facilitated exchange to states for their use in state-
based exchanges. 
 
Please feel free to contact either Heather Hogsett (hhogsett@nga.org) or Krista Drobac
(kdrobac@nga.org) if you have any questions.
 

 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-204782-
158946.9da273b890faf8871af12dd59a396601@talk.nga.org..



 
 

THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE 
INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 

March 29, 2011 
To: Subcommittee on Health  
 
From: Majority Staff 
 
Re:  Subcommittee Markup on March 31, 2011 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
On March 31, 2011, at 10:00 a.m. the Energy and Commerce Committee Subcommittee 

on Health will meet in open markup session to consider five pieces of legislation that would 
repeal mandatory spending created under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(PPACA).  The five bills are as follows: 

 
1. H.R. 1217, a bill to repeal the Prevention and Public Health Fund. 

 
The Prevention and Public Health Fund, Section 4002 of PPACA, is a $17.75 billion account 

(FY12-FY21) administered by the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to provide for 
“expanded and sustained national investment in prevention and public health programs to 
improve health and help restrain the rate of growth in private and public sector health care 
costs.”  The Secretary has full authority to spend funds in this account on any program or activity 
under the Public Health Service Act the Department chooses.   
 

Section 4002 appropriates $1 billion for FY 2012; $1.25 billion for FY 2013; $1.5 billion for 
FY 2014; $2 billion for FY 2015 and each fiscal year thereafter.  The proposed legislation would 
repeal Section 4002 and rescind any unobligated funds.  
 

It is important to note that eliminating this fund does not cut any specific program.  The fund 
was designed to provide the Secretary funds to spend at her discretion above whatever spending 
amount Congress appropriates.  The House-passed health reform bill in the last Congress, H.R. 
3962, did create a public health trust fund at a cost of $34 billion over 10 years.  However, this 
fund would have been subject to Congress appropriating the funds. 

 
 
2. H.R. 1216, a bill to amend the Public Health Service Act to convert funding for graduate 

medical education in qualified teaching health centers from direct appropriations to an 
authorization. 

 
Section 5508 of PPACA authorizes the Secretary to award grants to establish new accredited 

or expanded primary care residency programs in teaching health centers.  PPACA appropriates 
$230 million for these activities for the period of fiscal years 2011 through 2015.  The proposed 
legislation would convert the mandatory appropriation into an authorization subject to the annual 
appropriations process.   The legislation would also rescind any unobligated funds. 
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In her testimony before the Committee, the HHS Secretary stated that the President’s FY 
2012 budget eliminates duplication.  Specifically, she cites eliminating spending on Children’s 
Hospitals Graduate Medical Education.  While the President’s budget proposed eliminating 
discretionary funding for training at children’s hospitals, PPACA provides a $230 million direct 
appropriation for medical education at teaching health centers.  The legislation converts the 
mandatory appropriation given to teaching health centers into an authorization so Congress can 
evaluate the relative value of medical education programs and fund them accordingly.  

 
3. H.R. 1215, a bill to amend title V of the Social Security Act to convert funding for 

personal responsibility education programs from direct appropriations to an 
authorization of appropriations. 

 
Section 2953 of PPACA establishes state grants for personal responsibility education 

programs to educate adolescents about adulthood preparation, including education regarding 
financial literacy, goal-setting, stress management, contraception use, and development of health 
attitudes regarding body image.  Section 2953 appropriates $75 million for each of fiscal years 
2010 through 2014.  The discussion draft would convert the appropriation into an authorization 
so Congress can determine funding through the normal appropriations process.   The legislation 
would also rescind any unobligated funds.   
 

This provision appears to duplicate existing government programs.  For example, the 
Effective Teaching and Learning for a Well-Rounded Education program provides funding for 
financial literacy education (the President’s FY 2012 Budget requests $246 million for the 
program).  

 
 
4. H.R. 1214, a bill to repeal mandatory funding for school-based health center 

construction. 
 
Section 4101(a) of PPACA authorizes the Secretary to award grants to support the 

construction of school-based health centers.  PPACA provided $200 million in direct 
appropriations for the period of FY2010-FY2013.  The proposed legislation would eliminate this 
subsection and rescind any unobligated funds.   

 
It is important to note the funds made available under 4101(a) are limited to expenditures for 

facilities and there is an express prohibition on using the funds for personnel or to provide health 
services.  $1.5 billion was also made available to community health centers in the 2009 stimulus 
bill for construction, renovation, and equipment, for which school-based health centers were also 
eligible. 

 
Section 4101(b) of PPACA also created a grant program for school based health centers to 

provide health care services.  This grant program is subject to annual appropriations.  The 
President’s budget did not request funds for this grant program.  H.R. 3962 from last Congress 
did have a discretionary grant program for school based health centers similar to section 4101(b) 
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of PPACA but it did not include the mandatory spending grant program for construction of 
school based health centers. 

 
 

5. H.R. 1213, a bill to repeal mandatory funding provided to States in the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act to establish American Health Benefit Exchanges. 
 

Section 1311(a) of PPACA provides the Secretary of HHS a direct appropriation of such 
sums as necessary for grants to states to facilitate the purchase of qualified health plans in newly 
created Exchanges.  The size of the direct appropriation is solely determined by the Secretary.  
The Secretary can determine the amount of spending and spend the funds without further 
Congressional action.  The proposed legislation would strike the unlimited direct appropriation 
and rescind any unobligated funds.    
 

Section 1311(a) funds could be used by states for activities related to developing state 
insurance exchanges which could include hiring and retaining hundreds of employees to 
establish their state Exchanges, such as brokers, advertisers, and customer service agents.  Grants 
under this language can be used to “facilitate enrollment” into exchange plans.  However, this 
term is undefined in the statute and could allow the funds to go towards any activity the 
Secretary determines could “facilitate” enrollment.  

 
In a January 31, 2011, article by Kaiser Health News detailing state budget issues related to 

Medicaid, an official at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) pointed to funds 
available to states under Section 1311(a) as a “solution” to state budget deficits and mitigate the 
burden of new federal Medicaid requirements. 

 
 
 

If you need more information, please call Ryan Long or Paul Edattel at 5-2927. 
 



1 

 

 
FFIS Weekly Update – March 6, 2012 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
March 6, 2012: House and Senate Continue Surface Transportation Reauthorization Work The current 
surface transportation authorization expires March 31, 2012. Congressional leadership has begun to 
discuss the idea of another short-term authorization, since long-term reauthorization attempts have 
been stalled. House leadership has announced that an 18-month reauthorization bill would now provide 
a fallback option if the House is unable to approve H.R. 7, a five-year reauthorization proposal. The 
House is scheduled to resume consideration of that bill today. Senate leadership is also likely to meet 
today to discuss strategy on moving forward with their two-year surface transportation reauthorization 
proposal. That proposal is now available in its entirety here. 
 
February 28, 2012: House Repeals Higher Education Regulations The House passed the Protecting 
Academic Freedom in Higher Education Act (H.R. 2117), which repeals two higher education regulations 
set forth by the Department of Education (ED) last year. Specifically, the bill repeals the federal 
definition of a credit hour and ends the federal requirement that colleges comply with state 
authorization laws in every state in which they operate. Legislative text of H.R. 2117 can be found here: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112hr2117rfs/pdf/BILLS-112hr2117rfs.pdf  
 
February 28, 2012: House Committee Approves Final ESEA Reauthorization Bills The House Committee 
on Education and the Workforce approved the final two bills aimed at reauthorizing the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA; P.L. 107-110). The Student Success Act (H.R. 3989) and the Encouraging 
Innovation and Effective Teachers Act (H.R. 3990) would reauthorize and make changes to Title I 
funding, accountability standards, and the teacher quality provisions of ESEA. While drafts of both bills 
were released earlier this year, the committee approved an amendment during the markup process 
reducing the number of staff employees at ED. For more information on both of these bills, click here: 
http://edworkforce.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=282370  
 
GENERAL 
February 29, 2012: OMB Seeks Comment on Cost Principles and Administrative Requirements Reforms 
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) published an advanced notice of proposed guidance in 
the Federal Register on its reform ideas to standardize information collection across agencies, adopt a 
risk-based model for single audits, and provide new administrative approaches for determining and 
monitoring the allocation of federal funds. More information on the reforms are available at: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-28/pdf/2012-4521.pdf  
 
February 28, 2012: GAO Releases 2012 Annual Report on Federal Program Duplication, Overlap, 
Fragmentation The Government Accountability Office (GAO) released its second annual report to 
Congress identifying federal programs, agencies, offices, and initiatives, either within departments or 
government-wide, which have duplicative goals or activities. This annual report for 2012 presents 51 
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areas where programs may be able to achieve greater efficiencies or become more effective in providing 
government services. The full report can be found here: http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-12-
342SP#mt=summary 
 
AGRICULTURE 
March 2, 2012: USDA Announces Awards to 18 States for More Kids in the Woods Grants The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced over $1 million in grants to 18 states for the More Kids in 
the Woods grants, which will help fund programs to enhance children’s outdoor programs. USDA’s 
announcement can be accessed here: http://tinyurl.com/6tc6ghc  
 
EDUCATION 
March 2, 2012: ED Extends Deadline for Upward Bound (UB) FY 2012 Applications ED is extending the 
deadline and accepting amended applications for the FY 2012 UB competition. ED is providing an 
extension due to an error contained in the department’s materials outlining the competitive preference 
priorities. For more details, click here: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-03-02/pdf/2012-
5165.pdf  
 
February 29, 2012: Twenty-Six States, District of Columbia Request NCLB Waivers Twenty-six 
additional states and the District of Columbia have requested waivers from key accountability provisions 
of the No Child Left Behind law (P.L. 107-110). For more information on these new waiver requests, click 
here: http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/26-more-states-and-dc-seek-flexibility-nclb-drive-
education-reforms-second-round  
 
February 29, 2012: ED Proposes New Regulations for Teacher Innovation Fund (TIF) ED issued 
proposed requirements, priorities, and selection criteria for the FY 2012 TIF competition. More 
information on the proposed regulations can be found here: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-
02-29/pdf/2012-4832.pdf  
 
ENERGY 
February 28, 2011: Maintaining the Privacy of Weatherization Assistance Applicants The Department 
of Energy (DOE) made permanent a final rule requiring that all states and other service providers that 
participate in the Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) treat all requests for information 
concerning applicants and recipients of WAP funds in a manner consistent with the federal 
government’s treatment of information requested under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Click 
here to access the final rule: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-28/pdf/2012-4643.pdf 
 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
March 6, 2012: ACF Updates TANF Contingency Awards The Administration for Children and Families 
(ACF) updated its Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) contingency award chart to reflect FY 
2012 amounts from October 2011 through February 2012. To date, states have accessed $586 million of 
the $612 million appropriated in FY 2012: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ofa/data-
reports/tanf contingency awards.html 
 
March 5, 2012: ACF Proposes to Expand Data Collection Related to National Child Abuse and Neglect 
Data System ACF published a notice in the Federal Register seeking comments from states on its 
proposal for additional data collection requirements for the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data 
System: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-03-05/pdf/2012-5251.pdf 
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March 2, 2012: HHS Announces Administration on Aging (AOA) FY 2012 Awards The Department of  
Health and Human Services (HHS) awarded more than $1.3 billion in funds to states in FY 2012 for 
caregiver services, nutrition, and supportive services.  
 
The grant allocations are available at: 
http://www.aoa.gov/AoARoot/AoA Programs/OAA/Aging Network/State Allocations/index.aspx#title3 
To view the press release, click here: 
http://www.aoa.gov/AoARoot/Press Room/For The Press/pr/archive/2012/March/2012 03 02.aspx 
 
March 2, 2012: HHS OIG Issues Report on Health Centers The HHS Office of Inspector General (OIG) 
conducted a study to assess the extent to which health centers had quality assurance programs and 
their patients received primary health services. To view the full report, click here: 
http://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-09-06-00420.asp 
 
March 2, 2012: AOA Releases Additional Details on New Evidence-Based Requirement for Health 
Promotion Services The FY 2012 enacted budget requires that Disease Prevention and Health 
Promotion Services (Older Americans Act, Title IIID) funding can be used only for programs and activities 
which have been demonstrated to be evidence-based. More information on this requirement is 
available at: http://www.aoa.gov/AoARoot/AoA Programs/HPW/Title IIID/index.aspx   
 
February 28, 2012: HHS Announces Environmental Justice Strategy HHS released its Environmental 
Justice Strategy and Implementation Plan, outlining steps that will be taken to protect communities 
facing greater health and environmental 
risks: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2012pres/02/20120228a.html 
 
February 17, 2012: ACF Releases Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) Bulletin on 
Recipient Index ACF issued an information memorandum to provide state-level data on recipiency 
targeting indexes for elderly and young child households that received LIHEAP heating assistance in FY 
2008, and to remind states of strategies that can improve the targeting of LIHEAP vulnerable 
households. The bulletin is available at: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ocs/liheap/guidance/information memoranda/im12-03.html 
 
HEALTH CARE REFORM 
March 2, 2012: CMS Seeks Comment on Prescription Drug Information Collection Request The Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) published a notice in the Federal Register related to the 
National Average Drug Acquisition Cost (NADAC) it is developing to provide states with a more accurate 
reference price to base reimbursement for prescription drugs. The information collection request is 
related to its nationwide survey of pharmacies. Click here for more details: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-03-02/pdf/2012-5020.pdf 
 
March 2, 2012: CMS Seeks Comment on Information Request Related to Health Insurance Exchanges 
CMS published the following notice in the Federal Register regarding an upcoming Health Insurance 
Exchange funding announcement and information collection associated with these grants: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-03-02/pdf/2012-5011.pdf 
 
February 29, 2012: CMS Releases Updated Information on National Background Check Program CMS 
updated its National Background Check Program for Long Term Care Facilities and Providers FAQ 
document: http://www.cms.gov/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Downloads/backgroundcheckqanda.pdf 
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LABOR 
March 2, 2012: ETA Provides Guidance on WIA Youth Program The Department of Labor’s (DOL) 
Employment and Training Administration (ETA) issued guidance to states on ways to increase literacy 
and math skills gains of out-of-school, basic skills-deficient youth in the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) 
youth program. To read ETA’s complete guidance, click here: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEGL/tegl18-11.pdf  
 
March 1, 2012: ETA Releases Two Guidance Documents on Rapid Response ETA published two 
documents providing guidance on Rapid Response, which aims to get unemployed workers back to work 
as quickly as possible. One document outlines the framework of Rapid Response, and the other provides 
a self-assessment tool for states. The guidance documents are listed below. 
 
Rapid Response Framework: http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEN/ten2011/ten 31 11.pdf  
Rapid Response Self-Assessment Tool: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEN/ten2011/ten 32 11.pdf  
 
February 28, 2012: DOL Releases FY 2012 WOTC Allotments DOL released the Work Opportunity Tax 
Credit (WOTC) allotments to states for FY 2012. To view the new allotments, click here: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEGL/tegl 17 11.pdf  
 
TRANSPORTATION 
March 2, 2012: DOT Announces $17 Million for Rail Line Relocation Projects The Department of 
Transportation (DOT) announced that 12 cities and states will share $16.9 million to relocate, replace, 
and improve segments of railroad track under the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)’s Rail Line 
Relocation and Improvement competitive grant program. Click here for more information: 
http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2012/fra0612.html 
 
March 2, 2012: FHWA Encourages Innovative Approaches for States' Use of Federal Funds DOT’s 
Federal Highway Administration announced the acceptance of proposals by California and Vermont to 
explore innovative ways of using federal funds to cover certain indirect costs of managing highway 
projects. The announcement is in keeping with FHWA’s "Every Day Counts" initiative, designed to 
shorten the time for highway project delivery, enhance roadway safety, and protect the environment. 
For more information on this initiative, follow this link: 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/pressroom/fhwa1210.htm 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Dustin Huffman
Subject: Materials: Healthcare call TODAY 5 PM EDT
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 12:51:16 PM
Attachments: 2012 07 03 PPACA tax provisions.docx

2012-07-03_PPACACoststotheStates.docx
2012-07-03 QuestionLeftUnanswered.docx

Importance: High

Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
The governors had a productive call this morning. We will recap today at 5 PM EDT.
 
Attached you will find

1)       A list of Tax Provisions in PPACA- (requested by the governors)
2)       A list of our current “Cost to States” for the Medicaid expansion- please make sure your analysis is

still current to continue using in your remarks(requested by the governors)
3)       A list of “unanswered questions” to be in included in a letter to the President.  Please take a look at

this list and be prepared to comment/provided edits and additions.  Some of you have already
notified us of your governor’s additions.

 
We look forward to chatting at 5 PM EDT. A great way to kick off your fourth of July holiday……..:)
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
 
*****************************************************************************************
Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 Before we head into a holiday, we’d like to host a call today, Tuesday at 5 PM EDT to recap the governors-
only call today and talk about states decisions heading into next week. Please join us for a brief call at 5 PM
to discuss moving parts.  If you are unable to join, please feel free to follow up with us at another time this
afternoon.
 
 Access code
 
 As the Action Officers heard yesterday, the governors will consider writing a letter to the President asking a
host of questions regarding unanswered questions for PPACA post SCOTUS decision. Everything from
exchanges to MOE to Medicaid to financing mechanisms.
 If they decide to head down that trail, we’ll work with all of you on content. As an FYI, NGA wrote the
Secretary last week. Attached is their letter.
 We’ll be providing you more communication materials for next week as many of you head into NGA in
Williamsburg.
Please don’t hesitate to call us if you have ideas/questions/ suggestions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 



 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman; Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: McDonnell/Upton Op-ed re Obamacare"s impact on states.
Date: Thursday, October 18, 2012 9:18:51 AM

Good morning,
 
Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred Upton and RGA Chairman Virginia Governor Bob
McDonnell have an op-ed in Investor’s Business Daily today arguing that ObamaCare’s uncertainty
cripples states and providers.  Please see the link and article below. 
 
http://news.investors.com/print/ibd-editorials-on-the-right/101712-629730-obamacare-
implementation-produces-unanswered-questions.aspx
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
ObamaCare's Uncertainty Cripples States And Providers
 

By GOV. BOB MCCONNELL AND REP. FRED UPTON
Posted 10/17/2012 06:49 PM ET

Without repeal or delay, the full implementation of ObamaCare is now less than 15
months away. Yet citizens and policymakers face a mounting level of questions, fears
and frustrations.

Unfortunately, the administration's continuing silence on its plans leaves patients,
states and Congress with more anxiety than answers and taxpayers on the hook for it
all

In June, the Supreme Court held as unconstitutional ObamaCare's mandatory
expansion of Medicaid. That decision brought some relief to states concerned about
this unprecedented expansion of the program at a time when they are already
struggling to sustain their current Medicaid rosters.

Yet with relief came more uncertainty regarding the administration's alternative plans
to implement key components of the president's health care law.

In July, more than half of the nation's governors sent a letter to Health and Human
Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius requesting information from the department on
its plans to implement the now-optional Medicaid expansions and health insurance
exchanges nationwide.

Rather than collaborating with states on their important questions, the secretary left
these serious and substantive questions generally unaddressed and unanswered.

In a follow-up letter to Sebelius, the governors expressed disappointment with the
Obama administration's unwillingness to work together, noting, "With the challenging
and detailed work ahead for our nation to address the issues of health care, the letter



(from HHS) was wholly inadequate."

A similar letter requesting greater certainty from HHS was also sent by the National
Association of Medicaid Directors — a bipartisan group representing all 50 states. It
also went unanswered.

Unfortunately, silence and lack of certainty are not just isolated to state requests. The
department's tactic of dodging questions and delaying responses has also been
applied to congressional oversight letters seeking greater clarity from this
administration.

In August, the House Energy and Commerce Committee sent a letter to Sebelius
pressing for a response to the states' urgent request for information, noting, "While it
seems the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services intends to delay any major
announcements until after November, states do not have the luxury of
procrastination."

Dodges and delays are not prescriptions for improving health care; they don't help
citizens and policymakers seeking to better understand ObamaCare's real impact and
its true costs.

The administration may want to continue to play politics by hiding the ball until after
November when it comes to these official information requests, but taxpayers
deserve answers. The regulatory uncertainty has crippled states and health providers
in their ability to plan.

These issues are neither simple nor inexpensive. According to the Congressional
Budget Office, a nationwide expansion of Medicaid could cost more than $900 billion
over the next decade, contributing to the $5 trillion in federal Medicaid spending over
the same time period. Most shocking is that if ObamaCare is fully implemented, more
than one in four Americans could become Medicaid enrollees and millions more could
be forced into coverage through a federal or state exchange.

Americans are tired of Washington spending money it doesn't have and equally
frustrated with a federal government so big it can't find its way out of the regulatory
maze it created. They, and we, see the irony in this administration consistently touting
its commitment to transparency.

In fact, Obama has said, "My administration is committed to creating an
unprecedented level of openness in government. We will work together to ensure the
public trust and establish a system of transparency, public participation and
collaboration."

The silence coming from his administration over the last several months doesn't
match that stated goal.

The American people and policymakers charged with implementing the law need
more than gauzy promises and feel-good rhetoric. And they certainly deserve better
than a stiff arm when it comes to clarifying informational requests. We need
information.

The governors, Congress and health professionals are fulfilling their duties by
attempting to gain clear answers to serious questions about a complicated public
policy that will have a direct impact on the citizens. The administration needs to
provide those answers. Detaining details in Washington for the next several months



may serve political interests, but it's an indulgence policymakers and citizens cannot
afford.

• McDonnell is governor of Virginia and chairman of the Republican Governors
Association. Upton, R-Mich., is chairman of the House Energy and Commerce
Committee.
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 



Population 
(thousand)

Medicaid 
Enrollment 
(thousand)

Total Medicaid 
Expenditure 

(million)

Federal Share of 
Total Medicaid 

Expenditure 
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Federal % of 
Total Medicaid 

Expenditure

Total State 
Expenditures 
(Excluding 
Bonds and 

Federal Funds) 
(million)

Total State Tax 
Collections 
(million)

Federal Medicaid 
Expenditure 

Expressed as a % 
of State 

Expenditures**

Federal Medicaid 
Expenditure 

Expressed as a % 
of State Tax 

Collections**

 Federal 
Medicaid 

Expenditure Per 
State Resident 

AL 4,709 955  $              4,389  $              3,354 76.4% 11,898$             8,306$               28.2% 40.4% 712$                  
AK 698 129  $              1,065  $                 707 66.4% 9,230$               4,956$               7.7% 14.3% 1,012$               
AZ 6,596 1,783  $              8,665  $              6,588 76.0% 16,007$             11,134$             41.2% 59.2% 999$                  
AR 2,889 756  $              3,388  $              2,707 79.9% 12,717$             7,468$               21.3% 36.2% 937$                  
CA 36,962 11,168  $            40,848  $            24,477 59.9% 114,784$           101,007$           21.3% 24.2% 662$                  
CO 5,025 702  $              3,533  $              2,116 59.9% 22,359$             8,683$               9.5% 24.4% 421$                  
CT 3,518 587  $              5,668  $              3,349 59.1% 15,586$             12,160$             21.5% 27.5% 952$                  
DE 885 207  $              1,211  $                 739 61.0% 7,204$               2,806$               10.3% 26.3% 834$                  
FL 18,538 3,422  $            14,991  $            10,124 67.5% 38,907$             32,065$             26.0% 31.6% 546$                  
GA 9,829 2,048  $              7,499  $              5,592 74.6% 27,559$             16,078$             20.3% 34.8% 569$                  
HI 1,295 267  $              1,276  $                 848 66.5% 9,333$               4,713$               9.1% 18.0% 655$                  
ID 1,546 251  $              1,252  $                 990 79.1% 3,982$               3,172$               24.9% 31.2% 640$                  
IL 12,910 2,908  $            13,012  $              7,806 60.0% 43,327$             29,363$             18.0% 26.6% 605$                  
IN 6,423 1,197  $              5,864  $              4,356 74.3% 16,561$             14,901$             26.3% 29.2% 678$                  
IA 3,008 533  $              2,896  $              2,011 69.4% 12,233$             6,985$               16.4% 28.8% 668$                  
KS 2,819 373  $              2,423  $              1,637 67.6% 9,864$               6,695$               16.6% 24.5% 581$                  
KY 4,314 948  $              5,363  $              4,205 78.4% 15,827$             9,741$               26.6% 43.2% 975$                  
LA 4,492 1,258  $              6,272  $              4,950 78.9% 16,456$             10,202$             30.1% 48.5% 1,102$               
ME 1,318 367  $              2,492  $              1,829 73.4% 5,204$               3,489$               35.2% 52.4% 1,388$               
MD 5,699 961  $              6,341  $              3,834 60.5% 23,112$             15,286$             16.6% 25.1% 673$                  
MA* NA NA  NA  NA NA 43,769$             19,700$             NA NA NA
MI 9,970 2,124  $            10,527  $              7,348 69.8% 28,510$             22,758$             25.8% 32.3% 737$                  
MN 5,266 885  $              7,301  $              4,455 61.0% 21,736$             17,161$             20.5% 26.0% 846$                  
MS 2,952 754  $              3,927  $              3,278 83.5% 9,221$               6,472$               35.5% 50.6% 1,110$               
MO 5,988 1,147  $              7,648  $              5,477 71.6% 15,654$             10,302$             35.0% 53.2% 915$                  
MT 975 135  $                 868  $                 672 77.4% 3,699$               2,407$               18.2% 27.9% 689$                  
NE 1,797 274  $              1,576  $              1,054 66.9% 6,587$               4,001$               16.0% 26.3% 587$                  
NV 2,643 291  $              1,377  $                 871 63.3% 6,712$               5,612$               13.0% 15.5% 330$                  
NH 1,325 166  $              1,308  $                 740 56.6% 3,125$               2,126$               23.7% 34.8% 559$                  
NJ 8,708 1,305  $              9,481  $              5,607 59.1% 34,262$             27,187$             16.4% 20.6% 644$                  
NM 2,010 604  $              3,245  $              2,556 78.8% 9,953$               4,829$               25.7% 52.9% 1,272$               
NY 19,541 5,208  $            47,679  $            28,271 59.3% 83,751$             64,756$             33.8% 43.7% 1,447$               
NC 9,381 1,974  $            10,888  $              7,819 71.8% 31,609$             20,526$             24.7% 38.1% 833$                  
ND 647 80  $                 567  $                 401 70.7% 2,569$               2,414$               15.6% 16.6% 620$                  
OH 11,543 2,297  $            14,003  $              9,898 70.7% 45,291$             23,950$             21.9% 41.3% 858$                  
OK 3,687 852  $              3,767  $              2,859 75.9% 11,739$             8,188$               24.4% 34.9% 775$                  
OR 3,826 608  $              3,630  $              2,623 72.3% 18,354$             7,115$               14.3% 36.9% 686$                  

Medicaid Data Analysis State Impact Analysis



PA 12,605 2,304  $            17,113  $            10,917 63.8% 40,820$             30,071$             26.7% 36.3% 866$                  
RI 1,053 224  $              1,875  $              1,184 63.2% 4,934$               2,586$               24.0% 45.8% 1,124$               
SC 4,561 930  $              4,546  $              3,560 78.3% 13,516$             7,637$               26.3% 46.6% 781$                  
SD 812 139  $                 708  $                 507 71.6% 2,075$               1,334$               24.4% 38.0% 624$                  
TN 6,296 1,525  $              7,247  $              5,307 73.2% 17,550$             10,433$             30.2% 50.9% 843$                  
TX 24,782 4,488  $            23,000  $            15,711 68.3% 58,190$             41,780$             27.0% 37.6% 634$                  
UT* NA NA  NA  NA NA 8,553$               5,423$               NA NA NA
VT 622 185  $              1,189  $                 814 68.5% 2,788$               2,506$               29.2% 32.5% 1,309$               
VA 7,883 1,039  $              5,693  $              3,431 60.3% 28,559$             16,608$             12.0% 20.7% 435$                  
WA 6,664 1,159  $              6,555  $              4,038 61.6% 23,392$             16,408$             17.3% 24.6% 606$                  
WV 1,820 417  $              2,421  $              1,963 81.1% 16,493$             4,787$               11.9% 41.0% 1,079$               
WI* NA NA  NA  NA NA 28,733$             14,447$             NA NA NA
WY 544 82  $                 519  $                 299 57.7% 5,214$               2,764$               5.7% 10.8% 549$                  
USA 307,007 64,525 360,316$           238,887$           66.3% 1,059,508$        715,496$           22.5% 33.4% 778$                  

All figures are for Fiscal Year 2009. 

* Some 2009 data for Massachusetts, Utah, and Wisconsin not available.
** States for which federal Medicaid expenditure was more than half of that state's total spending or tax collections indicated in bold.
     States for which federal Medicaid expenditure was more than one-third but less than half of that state's total spending or tax collections underlined.
     States for which federal Medicaid expenditure was more than one-quarter but less than one-third of that state's total spending or tax collections in italics.

Population and Tax Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau
Medicaid Data Source: Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS), Medicaid Financial Management Report
State Impact Data Source: National Governors Association/National Association of State Budget Officers Fiscal Survey of States (June 2010)



From: Dustin Huffman
To: Dustin Huffman
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Deborah Hohlt (
Subject: Medicaid "blended rate" proposal
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 3:47:22 PM
Attachments: 071812 Bicameral Sebelius HHS Ltr re Medicaid.pdf

All:
 
As a reminder, attached is a letter Senator Hatch and Chairman Upton sent to the Administration
in July regarding their “blended rate” proposal.  The letter remains unanswered but the “blended
rate” issue still poses a threat to states’ Medicaid funding.  Highlights from the Press Release are
pasted below and the full text can be found here.
 
Additionally, here is a link to an analysis by Drew Gonshorowski at the Heritage Foundation on how
implementing the Medicaid expansions could be even more costly to states that they realize. 
Gonshorowski notes that the President’s “blended rate” proposal, “is an average of a state’s
current Medicaid match, its enhanced match rate for the Children’s Health Insurance Program,
and the expansion match rate. The result of this scheme is a drastic reduction in federal spending
at the expense of the states.”
 
As always, please let us know if you have any questions, comments, or concerns.
 
All the best,
Dustin
 

Hatch, Upton Echo Governors’ Concerns
About Unreliable Funding for Medicaid
Expansion
Leaders Push Obama Administration to Explain Impact of “Blended Federal Medicaid Rate”

WASHINGTON — Senate Finance Committee Ranking Member Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and House Energy

and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred Upton (R-MI) today echoed the recent concerns expressed

by governors across the nation about the uncertain future of Medicaid funding and pressed Health and

Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius to outline all legislative and policy specifications on the

president’s Medicaid “blended rate” proposal.

In the letter to Sebelius, Hatch and Upton wrote, “Under the Obama administration, the federal debt has

reached an all-time high of nearly $16 trillion – levels that when considered as a percentage of our

total economic output clearly hurt economic growth and stability. With the Medicaid program expected

to contribute to that debt by more than $5 trillion over the next 10 years – not to mention trillions more

in taxpayer spending at the state level - it is understandable that governors are concerned about the

federal government’s ability to maintain its commitment to such a high federal match for the long term.



As one governor recently noted: 'This is just another government program where the federal

government will run out of money and they'll put it on the states again.'”

Hatch and Upton have expressed concern in the past about the Medicaid expansion and its

implications for both federal and state budgets. While the program was enacted with a promise that the

federal government would pick up much of the added cost of adding millions more Americans to the

Medicaid rolls, their letter explains why more of these costs may eventually be passed along to the

states. In either case, such an expansion is projected to cost over a trillion dollars and further

exacerbate the fiscal strain on the program.

The House and Senate leaders continued, “The president’s FY2013 Budget proposal reinforces those

concerns from the governors. In his FY2013 Budget plan, the president outlined a provision that would

ultimately decrease the federal match for the newly eligible Medicaid beneficiaries. The president calls

for the application of a single blended rate to Medicaid and CHIP that would save nearly $18 billion

over 10 years. A similar policy was included in the president’s deficit reduction recommendations in

2011, which called for up to $100 billion in federal Medicaid savings over 10 years.

“As you know, a blended federal Medicaid rate that reduces Medicaid spending over time is a policy

that would reduce federal funding to states through a reduced federal match, notably a reduction to the

enhanced match to States for the newly eligible Medicaid beneficiaries. This policy could have a

dramatic effect on how much a Medicaid expansion could cost state governments after 2014. We

believe the administration should release all the legislative and policy specifications for its blended rate

proposal as governors and State legislatures prepare to make a decision on whether or not to

implement the largest expansion of Medicaid in history.”

Dustin Huffman
Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
Office: (202) 662-4927
Cell: 

 



From: Lindsay Russell
To: Lindsay Russell
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Medicaid expansion a tough sell to governors of both parties
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 8:39:48 AM

http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-

science/2012/07/12/gJQAF4RAfW_print.html

Medicaid expansion a tough sell to governors of both
parties
By N.C. Aizenman and Karen Tumulty, Thursday, July 12, 8:12 AM

While the resistance of Republican governors has dominated the debate over the health-

care law in the wake of last month’s Supreme Court decision to uphold it, a number of

Democratic governors are also quietly voicing concerns about a key provision to expand

coverage.

At least seven Democratic governors have been noncommittal about their willingness to go

along with expanding their Medicaid programs, the chief means by which the law would

extend coverage to millions of Americans with incomes below or near the poverty line.

“Unlike the federal government, Montana can’t just print money,” Gov. Brian Schweitzer

(D) said in a statement Wednesday. “We have a budget surplus, and we’re going to keep it

that way.”

The law would add an estimated 84,000 people to Montana’s Medicaid program, doubling

its size, the governor said. Although the federal government would pay the vast majority of

the additional costs, Montana’s health and human services department estimates the

state’s share would reach $71 million in 2019. Outside groups say the costs would be far

lower than that.

The range of state leaders expressing unease suggests that implementing the law could

be rough going, with divisions not always breaking along party lines. The topic is likely to

factor prominently in this week’s meeting of the National Governors Association in

Williamsburg, Va. And it has been fueled by a long list of unanswered questions about the

choice now before states.

In particular, it is unclear how the court’s pronouncement that states cannot be penalized

for refusing to adopt the law’s more generous eligibility standards for Medicaid in 2014

changes the rules governing the expansion.

Will states that opt in have the option of scaling back in future years? If a state that opts

out decides it wants to participate at some later point, will the federal government still pay

nearly the full cost of covering those who become newly eligible for Medicaid? And can a

state participate only partially — for instance, by raising the income cutoff for its program to

a level lower than the ceiling envisioned in the law, which is set at 133 percent of the

federal poverty line?

Asked at a forum Wednesday to describe state reactions to the Supreme Court ruling, Dan

Crippen, executive director of the National Governors Association, offered a one word



reply: “confusion.”

The association was one of several — along with the Republican Governors Association

and the National Association of Medicaid Directors (NAMD) — to send a letter to Secretary

of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius this week with a voluminous list of

queries.

“The answers to these questions are key,” said NAMD Director Matt Salo. “States need to

be making these decisions now, and it’s hard to make them if you don’t have clarity.”

At least one governor, Mike Beebe (D) of Arkansas, has also tried contacting the Obama

administration directly.

According to spokesman Matt DeCample, Beebe is “leaning toward” the Medicaid

expansion, which he said would add between 200,000 and 250,000 Arkansans to the

Medicaid rolls in a state whose population is around 3 million. Not only would it bring a

significant injection of federal funds to the state, but it would be a boon to Arkansas

hospitals, which are currently treating many poor people for free.

However, DeCample said, the governor has concerns that there be “state flexibility down

the line.” So last week, Beebe asked officials at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

whether, in the event of an unforeseen future fiscal calamity, Arkansas would be able to

tighten its eligibility rules and still get the full federal match for those who continued to

qualify for its Medicaid program.

To date, Beebe has received no answer.

In a letter to the governors Tuesday, Sebelius assured them, “I appreciate that states have

questions.”

However, she offered little in the way of specific guidance, promising instead to address

their concerns at a series of meetings scheduled in various cities across the country

beginning July 31.

Wisconsin’s secretary of health services, Dennis G. Smith, was skeptical. “I don’t think

we’ll have answers any time soon,” said Smith, who directed federal Medicaid operations

under President George W. Bush and was appointed to his current post by Republican

Gov. Scott Walker, a vocal critic of the health-care law.

“People [in the Obama administration] are putting a brave face on all of this. But they have

a mess on their hands.”

Smith predicted that many states will ultimately interpret the rules in ways that conflict with

the administration’s position.

“I suspect that judges are going to be hearing a lot of new cases as a result of this ruling,”

he said. “I see legal challenges in the future.”

The earliest could be brought by the state of Maine.

Last spring, Maine’s legislature voted to eliminate Medicaid coverage for about 21,000

state residents. At the time, this unquestionably required the governor to seek a federal



waiver from a “maintenance-of-effort” requirement in the health-care law that bars states

from tightening their eligibility rules for Medicaid before 2014.

The Obama administration has signaled that it considers the maintenance-of-effort

provision separate from the law’s expansion of Medicaid and therefore untouched by the

Supreme Court’s ruling.

However, Adrienne Bennett, a spokeswoman for Maine Gov. Paul LePage (R), said the

state attorney general has determined that the court’s ruling means Maine is no longer

bound by the maintenance-of-effort mandate.

Bennett said that within a few weeks, the governor will file what effectively amounts to a

pro-forma notice informing the Obama administration of Maine’s plan to alter its Medicaid

program.

And if Obama officials object?

“The governor has indicated that he is willing to proceed with legal action,” she said.

Staff Writer Sarah Kliff contributed to this report.

 



From: NGA HHS Committee
To: HHS Committee
Cc: Drobac, Krista; Schiff, Maria
Subject: Meeting on health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 2:25:10 PM
Attachments: NGAExchanges Workshop Agenda Aug 10.docx

Reminder: The NGA Center for Best Practices is hosting a meeting on exchanges September 8-9 in
Arlington, Virginia.  Below please find the original invitation that was sent to all offices as well as a
draft agenda.  If you are interested in attending, please register as soon as possible via the link
highlighted below.  If you have any questions regarding meeting registration or the agenda, please
contact Maria Schiff at mschiff@nga.org or (202)624-5395.
 
Please also mark your calendars for an HHS Committee meeting next Wednesday, August 24 at 3:00
pm EST in the governors room to discuss the latest proposed rules on health insurance exchanges.
 Call-in information: ; passcode 
 
********
The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices is pleased to invite each
governor to send a state team to a workshop entitled: “Health Insurance Exchange
Implementation: Timelines, State Options and Federal Regulations.”  This workshop is
designed to offer state teams the opportunity to discuss issues related to the various
paths forward envisioned by the statute and recently-issued HHS proposed regulations
regarding Exchanges.
 
The workshop will cover the timelines and state obligations under the different
Exchange models.  A substantial portion of the workshop will be reserved for state-
only discussions.  Topics will include Medicaid integration, Exchange operations, risk
mitigation and financial issues.  Each topic will be introduced by a subject matter
expert, followed by small group discussions among similarly situated states.
  Additional details can be found in the attached agenda.   At the end of the meeting,
states will have the opportunity to speak to and hear from representatives from the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

This meeting will be held in Arlington, Virginia.  On-site registration begins at 8:00 AM
on Thursday, September 8, 2011.  The meeting will conclude at 3:00 PM on Friday,
September 9, 2011.  The NGA Center will reimburse up to two people from each state
for travel and lodging expenses.  The state may send up to two additional people at
state expense (there is no meeting registration fee).  HHS has indicated that Exchange
Planning Grant funding can be used toward travel for state-funded participants.

The NGA Center will reimburse you for your airfare, hotel, and some other travel
related costs.  Please note, NGA has strict travel guidelines requiring pre-approved
waivers for any exceptions.  Please review the guidelines when you register, and if you
are traveling under circumstances outside of the norm (to and from different location,



different travel dates, etc), please contact Leslie Donaldson, ldonaldson@nga.org, for
prior approval. 
 
Click here to register or like to http://www.cvent.com/d/9cq7z3.  Please register prior
to the registration cut-off date of August 15, 2011.
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
 
Krista Drobac
Director, Health Division
Center for Best Practices
National Governors Association, Suite 267
444 North Capitol Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Office: 202-624-7872
Cell: 202-415-3260
 
 
Heather E. Hogsett
Director
Committees on Health & Human Services and
Homeland Security & Public Safety
National Governors Association
(202)624-5360
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [hhsreps] as Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-200193-
158950.082c7c8c58e3aebbaf0a4c4dfd1615ea@talk.nga.org..

Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org
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MEMORANDUM 

From: C. Stephen Redhead (7-2261) 
Specialist in Health Policy 
Domestic Social Policy Division 

Annie Mach (7-7825) 
Analyst in Health Financing 
Domestic Social Policy Division 

June 15, 2012 

Subject: Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act: Health Insurance Exchange Planning and 
Establishment Grants 

This memorandum summarizes key federal activities related to the establishment of health insurance 
exchanges, as required by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA). 1 Table 1 summarizes 
recent regulato1y activity related to exchanges, and Table 2 shows key implementation dates as 
established in ACA and in regulations and other guidance documents. Table 3 shows the federal grant 
funds that have been awarded to states for exchange planning and establishment. 

Health Insurance Exchanges 

ACA requires health insurance exchanges to be established in eve1y state by Janua1y 1, 2014, either by 
the state itself or by the Secreta1y of Health and Human Se1vices (HHS). 2 ACA provides general direction 
regarding the establishment and administration of health insurance exchanges and directs federal 
agencies, pait icularly HHS, to promulgate regulations that provide fuither guidance. For example, section 
1321 requires the HHS Secreta1y to promulgate regulations relating to the establishment and operation of 
exchanges, the offe1ing of health insurance plans through an exchange, the establishment of programs 
created by the ACA to mitigate risk in the exchanges, and any other requirements the HHS Secreta1y 
deems appropriate. Recently, federal agencies have promulgated a number of final regulations related to 
exchanges (see Table 1) . 

1 ACA was signed into law on March 23, 2010 (P.L. 111-148, 124 Stat. 119). A week later, on March 30, 2010, the President 
signed the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act (HCERA; P.L. 111-152, 124 Stat. 1029), which amended multiple 
health care and revenue provisions in ACA. Several other bills that were subsequently enacted during the 11 l th and 112th 
Congresses made more targeted changes to specific ACA provisions. All references to ACA in this memorandum refer to the law 
as amended. 
2 §§ 1311(b) and 1321(c) of P.L. 111 -148. 
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Table 1. Recent Regulatory Action Related to Health Insurance Exchanges 

Regulation Federal Agency 
Date Published in 
Federal Register 

Final rule on health insurance premium tax credit, 
effective May 23, 2012. Comments will be accepted 
until August 21, 2012. 

Internal Revenue Service, 
Department of the 
Treasury 

May 23, 2012 

(77 Fed. Reg. 30377) 

Final rule on standards related to reinsurance, risk 
corridors, and risk adjustment, effective May 22, 
2012. 

HHS March 23, 2012 

(77 Fed. Reg. 17220) 

Final rule on Medicaid eligibility changes under ACA, 
effective January 1, 2014. [Certain provisions of the 
rule were issued as interim final; comments were due 
May 7, 2012.] 

Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, 
HHS 

March 23, 2012 

(77 Fed. Reg. 17144) 

Final rule on establishment of exchanges and 
qualified health plans, and exchange standards for 
employers, effective May 29, 2012. [Certain 
provisions of the rule were issued as interim final; 
comments were due by May 11, 2012.] 

HHS March 27, 2012 

(77 Fed. Reg. 18310) 

Source: Table prepared by Congressional Research Service based on information collected from the Federal 
Register 

 

Provisions in ACA, its implementing regulations, and other guidance produced by HHS identify dates by 
which certain requirements must be met in order for exchanges to be in operation in every state on 
January 1, 2014, and the law requires. Table 2 summarizes these key dates. 

Table 2. Key Upcoming Exchange Implementation Dates 

Date Requirement  

November 16, 
2012 

States seeking to administer all or part of their exchange must submit a complete 
exchange blueprint no later than this date to be considered for exchange approval 
by January 1, 2013 

January 1, 2013 Each exchange must be approved to operate by HHS no later than this date 

October 1, 2013 Open enrollment must begin for coverage offered through an exchange for the 
2014 coverage year 

January 1, 2014 An exchange must be offering coverage in every state 

Source: Table prepared by Congressional Research Service based on information collected from (1) ACA (P.L. 
111-148, as amended); (2) 77 Federal Register 18310; and (3) Draft Blueprint for Approval of Affordable State-based 
and State Partnership Insurance Exchanges, at 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Exchangeblueprint05162012.pdf. 
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Health Insurance Exchange Grants 
Section 1311 of ACA appropriated indefinite (i.e., unspecified) amounts for planning and establishment 
grants for health insurance exchanges, which must be operational by the beginning of 2014. For each 
fiscal year, the HHS Secretary is to determine the total amount that will be made available to each state 
for exchange grants. However, no grant may be awarded after January 1, 2015. As summarized in Table 
3, HHS has awarded the following three types of exchange grants. 

Exchange Planning Grants 

Exchange planning grants were given to 49 states, the District of Columbia, and four territories.3 These 
grants of up to $1 million each were intended to provide resources to states to help them plan their health 
insurance exchanges. Three states have returned all (Florida and Louisiana) or a portion (New 
Hampshire) of their exchange planning grants (see Table 3). 

Exchange Establishment Grants 

There are two levels of exchange establishment grants. Level one establishment grants provide up to one 
year of funding to states that have made some progress under their exchange planning grants. States may 
seek an additional year of level one funding in order to meet the criteria necessary to apply for level two 
funds. Level two establishment grants are designed to provide funding through December 31, 2014, to 
states that are farther along in the establishment of an exchange. States applying for level two 
establishment grants must meet specific eligibility criteria regarding the structure and governance of the 
exchange they are developing. There are a series of deadlines through 2011 and 2012 for applying for the 
level one and level two exchange establishment grants. 

HHS has announced four rounds of exchange establishment grant awards, the most recent of which was 
on May 16, 2012.4 To date, 34 states and DC have received a total of $856 million in exchange 
establishment grant funding. Within that group, two states—Rhode Island and Washington—have 
received both level one and level two funds (see Table 3). 

Early Innovator Grants 

On February 16, 2011, HHS announced that it was awarding seven grants to help a group of “early 
innovator” states design and implement the information technology (IT) infrastructure needed to operate 
health insurance exchanges.5 The goal is for these states to develop exchange IT models that can be 
adopted and implemented by other states. Six states and a consortium of New England states received a 
total of $249 million in early innovator grant funding. Three states—Kansas, Oklahoma, and Wisconsin—
have since returned their early innovator grants (see Table 3). 

                                                 
3 Alaska is the only state that did not apply for a planning grant. 
4 HHS press release, May 16, 2012, at http://www hhs.gov/news/press/2012pres/05/20120516a.html. 
5 HHS press release, Feb. 16, 2011, at http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/02/20110216a html. 
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Additional Information 
The Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) at CMS is responsible for 
implementing ACA’s private health insurance reforms and administering the grant programs discussed 
above. Detailed information on the grants, including funding opportunity announcements, guidance, news 
releases, and amounts awarded, is available on CCIIO’s website.6 

Table 3. ACA Exchange Funding to States and Territories (as of June 13, 2012) 
Funding in Dollars 

 Health Insurance Exchange Grants 

  Establishment Grants   

State/Territory Planning Level I Level II 
Early 

Innovator Total 

Alabama 1,000,000 8,592,139 NA NA 9,592,139 

Alaska NA NA  NA NA NA 

Arizona 999,670 29,877,427 NA  NA 30,877,097 

Arkansas 1,000,000 7,665,483  NA  NA 8,665,483 

California 1,000,000 39,421,383 NA  NA 40,421,383 

Colorado 999,987 17,951,000 NA  NA 18,950,987 

Connecticut 996,850 6,687,933 NA NA 7,684,783 

Delaware 1,000,000 3,400,096 NA NA 4,400,096 

DC 1,000,000 8,200,716 NA NA 9,200,716 

Florida 0a NA   NA NA 0 

Georgia  1,000,000  NA NA NA 1,000,000 

Hawaii 1,000,000 14,440,144 NA  NA 15,440,144 

Idaho 1,000,000 20,376,556 NA  NA 21,376,556 

Illinois 1,000,000 37,917,831 NA  NA 38,917,831 

Indiana 1,000,000 6,895,126 NA  NA 7,895,126 

Iowa 1,000,000 7,753,662 NA  NA 8,753,662 

Kansas 1,000,000  NA NA 0b 1,000,000 

Kentucky 1,000,000 65,567,613 NA  NA 66,567,613 

Louisiana 0c NA NA NA 0 

Maine 1,000,000 5,877,676 NA NA 6,877,676 

Maryland 999,227 27,186,749 NA 6,227,454 34,413,430 

                                                 
6 http://cciio.cms.gov/ 
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 Health Insurance Exchange Grants 

  Establishment Grants   

State/Territory Planning Level I Level II 
Early 

Innovator Total 

Massachusetts 1,000,000  NA NA 35,591,333d 36,591,333 

Michigan 999,772 9,849,305 NA  NA 10,849,077 

Minnesota 1,000,000 30,317,000 NA NA 31,317,000 

Mississippi 1,000,000 20,143,618 NA  NA 21,143,618 

Missouri 1,000,000 20,865,716 NA  NA 21,865,716 

Montana 1,000,000  NA NA  NA 1,000,000 

Nebraska 1,000,000 5,481,838 NA NA 6,481,838 

Nevada 1,000,000 23,738,273 NA  NA 24,738,273 

New Hampshire 334,000e  NA  NA  NA 334,000 

New Jersey 1,000,000 7,674,130 NA NA 8,674,130 

New Mexico 1,000,000 34,279,483 NA  NA 35,279,483 

New York 1,000,000 59,249,717 NA 27,431,432 87,681,149 

North Carolina 1,000,000 12,396,019 NA  NA 13,396,019 

North Dakota 1,000,000 NA NA  NA 1,000,000 

Ohio 1,000,000 NA NA NA 1,000,000 

Oklahoma 1,000,000  NA NA 0f 1,000,000 

Oregon 1,000,000 15,652,301 NA 48,096,307 64,748,608 

Pennsylvania 1,000,000 33,832,212 NA  NA 34,832,212 

Rhode Island 1,000,000 5,240,668 58,515,871 NA 64,756,539 

South Carolina 1,000,000  NA NA  NA 1,000,000 

South Dakota 1,000,000 5,879,569 NA  NA 6,879,569 

Tennessee 1,000,000 8,110,165 NA  NA 9,110,165 

Texas 1,000,000  NA NA NA 1,000,000 

Utah 1,000,000  NA  NA  NA 1,000,000 

Vermont 1,000,000 18,090,369 NA NA 19,090,369 

Virginia 1,000,000  NA NA  NA 1,000,000 

Washington 996,285 22,942,671 127,852,056  NA 151,791,012 

West Virginia 1,000,000 9,667,694 NA  NA 10,667,694 

Wisconsin 999,873  NA NA 0g 999,873 

Wyoming 800,000  NA  NA  NA 800,000 
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 Health Insurance Exchange Grants 

  Establishment Grants   

State/Territory Planning Level I Level II 
Early 

Innovator Total 

Puerto Rico 917,205 NA NA NA 917,205 

Virgin Islands 1,000,000 NA NA NA 1,000,000 

Guam 1,000,000 NA NA NA 1,000,000 

American Samoa 1,000,000 NA NA NA 1,000,000 

Northern Marias NA  NA  NA  NA NA 

United States 51,042,869 651,222,282 186,367,927 117,346,526 1,005,979,604 

Source: Table prepared by Congressional Research Service based on (1) grant award announcements and other 
information provided by the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) at 
http://cciio.cms.gov; and (2) data compiled in the HHS Tracking Accountability in Government Grants Systems 
(TAGGS) at http://taggs.hhs.gov. 

Notes: NA = not applicable (i.e., state/territory has not applied for or received funding). 

a. In February 2011, Florida Governor Rick Scott returned the state’s $1 million exchange planning grant.   

b. In August 2011, Kansas Governor Sam Brownback returned the state’s $31.5 million early innovator grant.  

c. Louisiana’s $998,416 exchange planning grant was returned in March 2011.  

d. The early innovator grant awarded to the University of Massachusetts Medical School is for a multi-state 
consortium, which includes Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Vermont.  

e. A New Hampshire bill (HB 601) that became law in July 2011 instructed the state insurance commissioner to 
return $666,000 in exchange planning grant funds.  

f. Oklahoma’s $54 million early innovator grant was returned in April 2011.  

g. In January 2012, Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker returned the state’s $37.7 million early innovator grant.  

 

 

 

 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: vmariethomas ; Marie Sanderson
Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ; RSerote@az.gov;

Adam.nordstrom ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; dhiowa ; jabot10 ;
jboeyink34 ; ted.pitts.jr ; travisrichmond ; wkloiber ;
David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri;
Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov;
Candice Whitfield; brandon.steinmann@governor.state.tx.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us;
jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; jboeyink ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov;
Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov;
muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov; brian
ryan ; eperez@osfr.state.tx.us; nguillemard sarah.echols ;
mschrimpf@rga.org; ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt
RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; EMainigi  bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Joseph.Fadness@wisconsin.gov;
Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; katyoder 99 ; pjpgator m

Subject: Messaging re GOVERNORS" EFFORTS TO REIN IN UNIONS AT THE STATE LEVEL
Date: Sunday, February 27, 2011 6:29:12 AM

MESSAGINGREGARDING
GOVERNORS'EFFORTS TO REIN IN UNIONS AT THE STATE LEVEL
The President calls it an "assault onunions" when governors like Scott Walker seek to reduce
collectivebargaining rights, but if that's so, the President is himself presiding oversuch an "assault" on
unions at the federal level.  The almost two million civilian federalemployees do not get to bargain
collectively over wages, retirement benefits,or medical benefits
-- the terms of employment about which workers carethe most.  For example, the President'srecent
unilateral decision to freeze the pay of federal employees shows howlittle bargaining power they have.

The federal government is also a "right towork" zone.  No federal employee isrequired to join or pay
dues to a union, even if that union has been elected byhis co-workers as their legal representative to
management.     

During the health care debate, the President, union bossesand other proponents of ObamaCare often
argued that all Americans should havethe sort of health care that federal employees enjoy.  If the
treatment of federal employees is tobe the gold standard for how other American workers should be
treated, then thePresident and union bosses should not complain that state governments want totreat
their workers as federal workers are treated when it comes to collectivebargaining.  Nor should they
complainwhen elected leaders want to give employees the freedom to choose whether theywant to join
a union and pay union dues.    

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Director of Federal Policy
Office of Governor Haley Barbour



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson; vmariethomas
Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis  macarter32  RSerote@az.gov;

Adam.nordstrom ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; dhiowa ; jabot10 ;
jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ; wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov;
jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler;
JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov; Candice Whitfield; eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; debbie ; griffin ;
wstruble ; wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ;
Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov;
blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov;
tomichz@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov; brian  ryan ;
nguillemard ; sarah.echols ; Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey;
ts@  Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ;
RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; EMainigi ; bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov;
katyoder 99 ; pjpgator ; ,

Subject: Minutes from today: RGPPC Policy call: 10:30 AM EST
Date: Monday, March 14, 2011 11:17:20 AM

Follow up from this AM:

Leader McConnell Rep: 
First, we welcome Brandi White from Leader McConnell's office while Lanier is out for a while. Lanier, we
will miss you but welcome Brandi.  If you need to get in touch with Brandi, her email is
Brandi_White@McConnell.senate.gov.

Energy letter:
Energy letter forthcoming to the entire group. Please watch your email as we are cleaning up edits right
now. Goal would be to complete signatures from the entire caucus by COB WED.  We are workign on a
seperpate nuclear energy graph we will dual track for your approval to insert.

Heathcare strategy: 
1 Year Anniversary for PPACA is next week. We are working on plans. If you have ideas or know your
boss would like to do something/ is planning to do something, please let us know.  Please begin
compiling information/data/ stats which would be good to use in a press release or op-ed. We'll have
another mtg/conference call mid week to discuss our strategy. This will not be a command performance,
rather useful for those of you interested. Watch for email on this mtg.

Press: 
As noted in the mtg, we are beefing up our RGPPC services to you via our new Policy and Press emails
and a website we are creating.  In order to better serve you by sending you regular updates about best
practices in the states, please add Lindsey and Seth to your press releases where appropriate.  Please
also send Lindsey, Seth and I any white papers, policy initiatves or data you think would be useful for
other governors to see-- and learn from you.

Lindsey: 
Seth: 

Thanks to all-

Best,
Marie



Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

________________________________________
From: Marie Sanderson [msanderson@governor.state.ms.us]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2011 7:14 PM
To: vmariethomas
Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32
RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom  Rob.Jakubik ;
bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; dhiowa ;
jabot10 ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond ; wkloiber
David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov;
Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov; Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov;
tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov; Candice Whitfield; eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; debbie ;
griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov;
Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan ; nguillemard ;
sarah.echols ; Mike Schrimpf; Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson; Seth Levey;
ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov;
Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; EMainigi ;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; katyoder_99 ; pjpgator
Subject: RGPPC Policy call: 10:30 AM EST

We will have our RGPPC policy meeting/conference call tomorrow (MONDAY 3/14) at 10:30 AM EST.
Those of you DC may meet in the NJ conference room.  Dona Deleon is your contact- room #201 in the
Hall of States.

Conference line:

access code:

Agenda:

1. Intro: Marie Sanderson (MS)

2.  RGA Report:  Marie Sanderson (MS) and Brandy Marty/Travis Richmond (TX)

3. House Report: Will Kinzel (Speaker Boehner's Office)

4. Senate Report:  Lanier Swann (Leader McConnell's Office) or designee

5. NGA Report: Lauren Kintner (NE) and committee chairmen

6. EPA Rule 316 Letter- Southern State Energy Board:  Jeannemarie Davis (VA)

7. RGPPC Energy letter update: Marie Sanderson (MS)- Draft to be sent to entire caucus Monday for
response COB Wed.



8.  RGPPC Healthcare Strategy Report: Marie Sanderson (MS)

9. Other business

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Director of Federal Policy
Office of Governor Haley Barbour



From: Lindsay Russell
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Mitt Romney"s Health Care plan
Date: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 4:42:00 PM

Good afternoon,
 
Per our staff only discussion in today’s meeting in Scottsdale, please see
below for Mitt Romney’s current Health Care plan.
 
http://www.mittromney.com/issues/health-care
 

Mitt's Plan
On his first day in office, Mitt Romney will issue an executive order that paves the way for
the federal government to issue Obamacare waivers to all fifty states. He will then work with
Congress to repeal the full legislation as quickly as possible.
In place of Obamacare, Mitt will pursue policies that give each state the power to craft a
health care reform plan that is best for its own citizens. The federal government’s role will be
to help markets work by creating a level playing field for competition.

Restore State Leadership and Flexibility
Mitt will begin by returning states to their proper place in charge of regulating local insurance
markets and caring for the poor, uninsured, and chronically ill. States will have both the
incentive and the flexibility to experiment, learn from one another, and craft the approaches
best suited to their own citizens.

Block grant Medicaid and other payments to states
Limit federal standards and requirements on both private insurance and Medicaid
coverage
Ensure flexibility to help the uninsured, including public-private partnerships,
exchanges, and subsidies
Ensure flexibility to help the chronically ill, including high-risk pools, reinsurance, and
risk adjustment
Offer innovation grants to explore non-litigation alternatives to dispute resolution

Promote Free Markets and Fair Competition
Competition drives improvements in efficiency and effectiveness, offering consumers higher
quality goods and services at lower cost. It can have the same effect in the health care
system, if given the chance to work.

Cap non-economic damages in medical malpractice lawsuits
Empower individuals and small businesses to form purchasing pools
Prevent discrimination against individuals with pre-existing conditions who maintain
continuous coverage
Facilitate IT interoperability

Empower Consumer Choice
For markets to work, consumers must have the information and the power to make decisions
about their own care. Placing the patient at the center of the process will drive quality up and
cost down while ensuring that services are designed to provide what Americans actually



want.

End tax discrimination against the individual purchase of insurance
Allow consumers to purchase insurance across state lines
Unshackle HSAs by allowing funds to be used for insurance premiums
Promote "co-insurance" products
Promote alternatives to "fee for service"
Encourage "Consumer Reports"-type ratings of alternative insurance plans

 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   | 
 
 



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon
Steinmann ); brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus

); Brian Nutt ); carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine
Bartel; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); clipparelli ;
CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie
Hohlt ( ; Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon
(Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emainigi ;
griffin ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10 ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov;
jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov); Jeannemarie Davis
(jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff Boeyink
(jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us);
Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov);
joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista
Carman ( ); Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us;
Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov); Lgromis ; Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie
Sanderson (msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); Marissa Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov);
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov); Michael DiSabato
(Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard ( );
rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove
(rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness ); Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey;
sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov); tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson
(timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith ); travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble
(wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Wendy Riemann
(Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov); will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell)
Subject: More analysis of the Budget Control Act of 2011
Date: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 2:33:55 PM

Two cheers for Boehner’s two-step plan
James Pethokoukis
http://blogs.reuters.com/james-pethokoukis/2011/07/26/two-cheers-for-boehners-two-step-plan/
July 26, 2011 10:26 EDT
 
Now is not time to let the perfect be the enemy of the good. Neither the Reid budget plan nor the
Boehner budget plan packs the fiscal wallop of Cut, Cap and Balance. But significant progress on
cutting debt can still be made before the Aug. 2 (or is it Aug. 8 or 10 or …) debt ceiling deadline. And
by that measure, the Boehner plan is not only far better than the Reid plan, it is a pretty darn good
plan in and of itself. While both plans would cut some $1.2 trillion in discretionary spending over a
decade, Reid would then close up shop until 2013. The only other major cuts would be to future
defense spending that no one really expects to happen.
 
I can’t believe S&P and Moody’s would find the Reid plan a compelling reason to keep the U.S. debt
rating at AAA. While it is better than not cutting spending at all — as President Obama originally
intended — and doesn’t raise taxes, Americans should expect and demand more from Washington.
 
Boehner, on the other hand, would keep the debt cutting process going and more likely result in
substantive spending cuts of $3 trillion, nearly three times the Reid plan. (And if you tack on the Reid
defense cuts, you suddenly have a $4 trillion plan, including interest savings. The raters would like
that.) I don’t think spending hawks should fear the Boehner debt commission if it has real teeth and
doesn’t create a trigger for higher taxes.
 
But wouldn’t financial markets be upset by the continued uncertainty of having to address the debt
limit issue again in a matter of months? Goldman Sachs doesn’t sound particularly alarmed in a new



report:
 
“A short-term increase, with another shot at deficit reduction later this year? A two-stage process
continues to look like the most likely agreement, since it is very difficult to generate savings of the
magnitude being discussed without developing more complex policy reforms in a number of areas,
including health programs and potentially tax policy, and those would take time.”
 
And after that, both parties can use the upcoming election season to make their respective cases to
the American public for sweeping entitlement and tax reform. I think Boehner’s plan will pass the
House and become the core of the budget bill that actually gets signed by Obama. And the sooner,
the better.
 
+++++
 
Boehner’s Achievement
By Yuval Levin
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/272730/boehner-s-achievement-yuval-levin
July 26, 2011
 
I’ve been relatively optimistic about how the debt ceiling fight would end up throughout the
process, but not until the last day or two could I have imagined it could end with as significant a win
for Republicans as now seems to be within their grasp.
 
As the details of the Boehner bill become clearer, it’s increasingly apparent that the bill is just what
the moment calls for: significant cuts achieved through statutory sequestration caps, no tax
increase, no backsliding on entitlement reform or implicit acceptance of Obamacare, a path to
another process that could lead to more cuts without tax increases, and the setting of a precedent
that from now on increases in the debt ceiling must be accompanied by proportional spending cuts.
It’s far from perfect, of course—meaningful entitlement reform is the only way to really address the
debt problem, and even short of that some more significant discretionary cuts would be good—but
Republicans don’t control Washington, and given their limited formal power, an end to this process
that looks something like this bill would be pretty remarkable.
 
Even the Reid bill, though its cuts are less real, would be a better conclusion than has seemed
plausible throughout much of this process, and there is nothing particularly important about a
“short-term” rather than a “long-term” increase, provided a long-term one maintains the one-for-
one ratio of spending cuts to debt-ceiling increase. Something between the two bills, which is now
perhaps the most that Democrats can hope for, would be an extraordinary win for Republicans.
 
But frankly, it’s not clear Reid can even get his bill through the Senate. If Boehner can get his
through the House, the Senate would have to take up that bill (perhaps with modest amendments)
and Republicans would set themselves up for a pretty stunning victory. Either way, if the Boehner
bill passes then things will have turned fairly dramatically in favor of the Republicans, and the
Democrats will have no one to blame but themselves, and above all the president.
 



+++++
 
An Open Letter to the House GOP: Accept the victory and move on.
By Fred Thompson
July 26, 2011
http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/272744/open-letter-house-gop-fred-thompson
 
As someone who understands the pressures and difficulties you have been going through, I want to
say, “Congratulations.” You won, and so did the country.
 
Absent some major miscalculations, within the next few days there will be official acknowledgement
of what has already happened.
 
At the beginning of the debt-ceiling debate, a realistic, optimistic outcome essentially would have
been this: The Republicans would take the initiative and put their plan before the American people.
The debt-ceiling increase would be accompanied by corresponding spending cuts. There would be
no new taxes. You would drive a hard bargain in the face of unrelenting presidential and Democratic
demagoguery — some of it on national television — drawing the attention and focus of the
American people to the truth about our country’s fiscal and economic situation. Sure, people would
initially ask, “Why are the Republicans now willing to take this thing to the wire when a debt-limit
increase has usually been pro forma?” But at the end of the day, more Americans than ever before
would understand what is going to happen to us as a country if we continue our current path.
 
In this optimistic scenario, President Obama’s duplicity would become apparent, and he’d be
politically diminished as a result. With his eyes firmly fixed on his own reelection, his political
journey would take him from first, calling for a budget with billions in new spending, to second,
demanding a “clean” debt-limit bill with no cuts, to third, a proposal for a “big deal,” including vague
promises of trillions in spending cuts, to fourth — in order to ensure that such a deal was never
accepted — making a demand for billions in additional “revenues” over and above what he
previously agreed to accept.
 
Still, you would stand firm. The president would have miscalculated, a strategic blunder that, along
with his petulance, left him marginalized. Obama would make a transparent scramble to get back to
the head of the parade. There would be last-minute plans and rejections, but, at the end of the day,
the president and the Senate Democrats would reveal that they are willing to do almost anything to
push the debt-ceiling limit past the next election, thereby avoiding having to face the electorate
again on this issue.
 
My friends, within the next few days, all of this will have happened. I respectfully suggest that you
rake in your chips, stuff them in your pockets, and tell the dealer to deal the next hand.
 
There is only so much you can do in this deal. Put it into perspective. Right now we are on a path to
a $26 trillion debt in ten years, and this is using bogus assumptions about growth and interest
payments. The federal government spends over $10 billion a day. We have over $70 trillion in
unfunded Medicare liabilities. A problem of this size can be dealt with only by persuading the



American people what must be done on a consistent basis over a long period of time. It can’t be
done with fits and starts and silver bullets. The issue is not where we will be when the debt-ceiling
bill is done, it is where we will be in ten years.
 
We will never achieve entitlement or tax reform with a doctrinaire liberal in the White House. Any
agreements to do so in “out years” would probably be unenforceable even if agreement were
achieved. And we can only do so much while controlling one half of one branch of government.
Ladies and Gentlemen of the House Republicans, you have laid some great groundwork to rectify
both of those situations. Now it is the time to accept a well-won victory and move on.
 
Sincerely,
 
Your friend,
 
Fred Thompson
 
 
 
 
Will Kinzel
Assistant to the Speaker for Policy
Office of the Speaker
(202) 225-0882 DIRECT

 CELL
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: More GOP Govs statements on Supreme Court Ruling
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:43:41 AM

 

RGA Chair Bob McDonnell:

“Today’s ruling crystallizes all that’s at stake in November’s election.  The only way to stop

Barack Obama’s budget-busting health care takeover is by electing a new president.

Barack Obama’s health care takeover encapsulates his Presidency: Obamacare increases

taxes, grows the size of government and puts bureaucrats over patients while doing

nothing to improve the economy. It’s never been more important that we elect a President

who understands the marketplace and will make job creation his top priority.  By replacing

Barack Obama with Mitt Romney, we will not only stop the federal government’s

healthcare takeover, but will also take a giant step towards a full economic recovery.”

 

Christie (NJ):

“I’ve been clear from the very beginning that I do not believe a one-size-fits-all health care

program works for the entire country and that each governor should have the ability to

make decisions about what works best for their state. Today’s Supreme Court decision is

disappointing and I still believe this is the wrong approach for the people of New Jersey

who should be able to make their own judgments about health care. Most importantly, the

Supreme Court is confirming what we knew all along about this law – it is a tax on middle

class Americans.”

 

Jindal (LA):

“Ironically, the Supreme Court has decided to be far more honest about Obamacare than

Obama was. They rightly have called it a tax. Today’s decision is a blow to our freedoms.

The Court should have protected our constitutional freedoms, but remember it was the

President that forced this law on us. The American people did not want or approve of

Obamacare then, and they do not now. Americans oppose it because it will decrease the

quality of health care in America, raise taxes, cut Medicare, and break the bank. All of this

is still true. Republicans must drive hard toward repeal, this is no time to go weak in the

knees.”

 

Scott (FL):

“The Justices have declared that the central provision of ObamaCare is a judicially

mandated tax. A new tax pure and simple. This is just another burden the federal

government has put on American families and small businesses, while the economy

struggles to recover.”

 

Haley (SC):

“What a shame for South Carolina and our country on the Court's ruling of the healthcare

mandate.”

 

Fallin (OK):

“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from the very

beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the implementation of this

bill in our state. We believe that, rather than Big Government bureaucracy and one-size-

fits-all solutions, the free-market principles of choice and competition are the best tools at



our disposal to increase access to health care and reduce costs. “I’m extremely

disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the federal health

care law.  President Obama’s  health care policies will limit patients’ health care choices,

reduce the quality of health care in the United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma

more than a half billion dollars in the process.  “Today’s decision highlights the importance

of electing leaders who will work to repeal the federal health care law and replace it with

meaningful reform focused on commonsense, market based changes.”

 

Bentley (AL):

“I am deeply disappointed by today’s Supreme Court decision.  The health care law is an

overreach by the federal government that creates more regulation, bureaucracy, and a

dramatic increase in costs to taxpayers.  The ACA is the single worst piece of legislation to

come out of Congress.  This law must be repealed. People need more choices, not fewer

choices.  Bigger government is not the answer.  Market-based solutions are the best

solutions to giving the public the most affordable options.”

 

Branstad (IA):

“Today, the Supreme Court handed down a disastrous decision to uphold President

Obama’s destructive health care law, which means a future of higher costs, higher taxes,

and increasing debt for Iowans.  The current health care system is nothing but a federal

takeover and continues to exceed its budgeted amount every day.  But, as Governor

Romney has said many times, no matter what may happen in Court, the American people

must remain vigilant in their fight to repeal the law. Our goal is for Iowa to become the

healthiest state in the country and to do so Iowans will need to take ownership of their own

health to reduce health care costs and lead healthier lives.”

 

Brownback (KS):

“Stopping ObamaCare is now in the hands of the American people.  It begins with electing

a new president this fall.”
 

 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: More healthcare information
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 4:49:42 PM
Attachments: 2012 7 10 Potus Letter FINAL.pdf

2012 9 27 RGA Letter to President Final.pdf
2012 HHS July Response to Rep Govs.pdf
RGPPC Medicaid Report[1].pdf

Chiefs/Action Officers/Healthcare Advisors:
 
Per the Chairman’s request, please share with your governors the below article found this week in
the National Review.  Your bosses might find the analysis interesting. Also, attached are the letters
we have sent the Administration previously and their response to Governor McDonnell in July. Also
included in these attachments is our 2011 Medicaid plan. Please let me know if you have any
questions on any of our many moving parts.
 
Thank you,
Marie
 
 
http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/333040/obamacare-still-vulnerable-
michael-f-cannon
 
Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable
 
By Michael F. Cannon
November 9, 2012 4:00 A.M.
 
President Obama has won reelection, and his administration has asked state
officials to decide by Friday, November 16, whether their state will create
one of Obamacare’s health-insurance “exchanges.” States also have to decide
whether to implement the law’s massive expansion of Medicaid. The correct
answer to both questions remains a resounding no.
 
State-created exchanges mean higher taxes, fewer jobs, and less protection of
religious freedom. States are better off defaulting to a federal exchange.
The Medicaid expansion is likewise too costly and risky a proposition.
Republican Governors Association chairman Bob McDonnell (R.,Va.) agrees, and
has announced that Virginia will implement neither provision.
 
There are many arguments against creating exchanges.
 
First, states are under no obligation to create one.
 
Second, operating an Obamacare exchange would be illegal in 14 states.
Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri,
Montana, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia have enacted either
statutes or constitutional amendments (or both) forbidding state employees to



participate in an essential exchange function: implementing Obamacare’s
individual and employer mandates.
 
Third, each exchange would cost its state an estimated $10 million to $100
million per year, necessitating tax increases.
 
Fourth, the November 16 deadline is no more real than the “deadlines” for
implementing REAL ID, which have been pushed back repeatedly since 2008.
 
Fifth, states can always create an exchange later if they choose.
 
Sixth, a state-created exchange is not a state-controlled exchange. All
exchanges will be controlled by Washington.
 
Seventh, Congress authorized no funds for federal “fallback” exchanges. So
Washington may not be able to impose Exchanges on states at all.
 
Eighth, the Obama administration has yet to provide crucial information that
states need before they can make an informed decision.
 
Ninth, creating an exchange sets state officials up to take the blame when
Obamacare increases insurance premiums and denies care to the sick. State
officials won’t want their names on this disastrous mess.
 
Tenth, creating an exchange would be assisting in the creation of a “public
option” that would drive domestic health-insurance carriers out of business
through unfair competition.
 
Eleventh, Obamacare remains unpopular. The latest Kaiser Family Foundation
poll found that only 38 percent of the public supports it.
 
Twelfth, defaulting to a federal exchange exempts a state’s employers from the
employer mandate — a tax of $2,000 per worker per year (the tax applies to
companies with more than 59 employees, but for such companies that tax
applies after the 30th employee, not the 59th). If all states did so, that
would exempt 18 million Americans from the individual mandate’s tax of $2,085
per family of four. Avoiding those taxes improves a state’s prospects for job
creation, and protects the conscience rights of employers and individuals
whom the Obama administration is forcing to purchase contraceptives coverage.
 
Finally, rejecting an exchange reduces the federal deficit. Obamacare offers
its deficit-financed subsidies to private health insurers only through state-
created exchanges. If all states declined, federal deficits would fall by
roughly $700 billion over ten years.
 
For similar reasons, states should decline to implement Obamacare’s Medicaid
expansion. The Supreme Court gave states that option. All states should
exercise it.
 
Medicaid is rife with waste and fraud. It increases the cost of private



health care and insurance, crowds out private health insurance and long-term-
care insurance, and discourages enrollees from climbing the economic ladder.
There is scant reliable evidence that Medicaid improves health outcomes, and
no evidence that it is a cost-effective way of doing so.
 
My colleague Jagadeesh Gokhale estimates that expanding Medicaid will cost
individual states up to $53 billion over the first ten years. That’s before
an emboldened President Obama follows through on his threats to shift more
Medicaid costs to states.
 
Neither the states nor the federal government have the money to expand
Medicaid. If all states politely decline, federal deficits will shrink by
another $900 billion.
 
Now is not the time to go wobbly. Obamacare is still harmful and still
unpopular. The presidential election was hardly a referendum, as it pitted
the first person to enact Obamacare against the second person to enact it.
Since the election, many state officials are reaffirming their opposition to
both implementing exchanges and expanding Medicaid.
 
If enough states do so, Congress will have no choice but to reopen Obamacare.
With a GOP-controlled House, opponents will be in a much stronger position
than they were when this harmful law was enacted.
 
— Michael F. Cannon is director of health policy studies at the Cato
Institute and co-editor of Replacing ObamaCare (Cato, 2012).
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From: NGA HHS Committee
To: HHS Committee
Subject: More HHS Committee info for today
Date: Thursday, October 20, 2011 10:16:37 AM
Attachments: Exchange partnerships letter - 10.20.11.doc

Two additional items ahead of this afternoon’s HHS Committee meeting:
 

1)       SDW – During yesterday’s meeting with the Department of Health and Human Services
(DHHS), we were informed that, despite a stated desire by DHHS leadership to resolve this
issue, the Office of General Counsel has advised that the Secretary lacks authority to resolve
this issue administratively.  They have suggested we work with Congress to reach a solution. 
Covington and Burling is drafting a legislative proposal that governors offices will soon be
able to review.  Joan Kutcher from Covington and Burling will join us for this afternoon’s
meeting to discuss next steps.
 

2)       Health Exchanges Letter – Attached please find the draft letter on partnership models for
health insurance exchanges.  We will discuss this today as well.

 
Heather E. Hogsett
Director
Committees on Health & Human Services and
Homeland Security & Public Safety
National Governors Association
(202)624-5360
 

From: NGA HHS Committee [mailto:hhsreps@talk.nga.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2011 3:32 PM
To: HHS Committee
Subject: HHS Committee meeting tomorrow
 
The Health and Human Services Committee will meet tomorrow at 3:00pm EST in the governors
room.  Please note the change in date and time.  Below is the agenda and call-in information:
 

HHS Committee
October 20, 2011

 passcode 
 

I.                  Update on SDW meeting with HHS
II.               NGA Policy Process (see attached memo)
III.              Letter on health insurance exchange partnership models
IV.              Other business/open discussion

 
 
Heather E. Hogsett
Director
Committees on Health & Human Services and



Homeland Security & Public Safety
National Governors Association
(202)624-5360
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

 
---
You are currently subscribed to [hhsreps] as hhogsett@nga.org..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-202803-
159856.ceb84bc32500cff8992b3ef517bd783a@talk.nga.org..
 
Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [hhsreps] as Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-202832-
158950.082c7c8c58e3aebbaf0a4c4dfd1615ea@talk.nga.org..

Visit the NGA web site at http://www.nga.org



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Mike Schrimpf; Jon Thompson
Subject: More Medicaid articles
Date: Saturday, June 30, 2012 2:36:53 PM

NYT:  Reluctance in Some States Over Medicaid Expansion
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/30/us/politics/some-states-reluctant-over-medicaid-expansion.html?_r=1
 
RED STATES' MEDICAID POWER PLAY | POLITICO
http://mobile.politico.com/iphone/story/0612/78040.html
 
 
NY Times: Reluctance in Some States Over Medicaid Expansion
By ROBERT PEAR and MICHAEL COOPER
WASHINGTON — Millions of poor people could still be left without medical insurance under the national health care law if states take an

option granted by the Supreme Court and decide not to expand their Medicaid programs, state officials and health policy experts said Friday.

Republican officials in more than a half-dozen states said they opposed expanding Medicaid or had serious doubts about it, even though the

federal government would pick up all the costs in the first few years and at least 90 percent of the expenses after that.

While upholding the most hotly debated part of the health care overhaul law — a requirement that most Americans have health insurance or

pay a penalty — the Supreme Court said in its ruling on Thursday that states did not have to expand Medicaid as Congress had intended —

leaving a huge question mark over the law’s mechanism for providing coverage to 17 million of the poorest people.

In writing the law, Congress assumed that the poorest uninsured people would gain coverage through Medicaid, while many people with

higher incomes would receive federal subsidies to buy private insurance. Now, poor people who live in a state that refuses to expand its

Medicaid program will find themselves in a predicament, unable to obtain either Medicaid or subsidies.

That potential gap will probably lead to ferocious statehouse battles in the coming year, as states weigh whether to accept billions of dollars in

federal aid to pay for expanded coverage. The health care industry, sensing the skepticism in some states, is preparing a campaign to persuade

state officials to accept the money for coverage of the uninsured.

But already, governors in Kansas, Nebraska and South Carolina, among other states, have said they would have difficulty affording even the

comparatively small share of costs that states would eventually have to pay.

Gov. Dave Heineman of Nebraska, a Republican who is chairman of the National Governors Association, indicated that he was against

expanding Medicaid eligibility.

“As I have said repeatedly, if this unfunded Medicaid expansion is implemented, state aid to education and funding for the University of

Nebraska will be cut or taxes will be increased,” Mr. Heineman said.

In South Carolina, Rob Godfrey, a spokesman for Gov. Nikki R. Haley, said, “We’re not going to shove more South Carolinians into a broken

system that further ties our hands when we know the best way to find South Carolina solutions for South Carolina health problems is through

the flexibility that block grants provide.”

In New Hampshire, State Representative Andrew J. Manuse said he and other Republicans were already working to block the expansion of

Medicaid. “We can’t afford it,” Mr. Manuse said. “It’s as simple as that. Thank God the Supreme Court gave us an option.”

Obama administration officials played down such concerns. Michael Hash, a senior official at the federal Department of Health and Human

Services, said he believed that all states would eventually decide to expand Medicaid. Democratic governors like Pat Quinn in Illinois and

Christine Gregoire in Washington welcomed the opportunity to help more of their constituents through Medicaid.

Republican governors in Wisconsin and Louisiana said they would wait to see the results of November’s elections before deciding whether to

expand Medicaid, in the hope that Mitt Romney will be elected president and undo the health care law. “That’s why we have refused to

implement the Obamacare health exchange or the Medicaid expansion,” said Gov. Bobby Jindal of Louisiana.

Under the law, subsidies are available to people with incomes from the poverty level up to four times that amount, but not to people with

incomes below the poverty level ($23,050 for a family of four).

The federal government would initially pay all the cost of expanding Medicaid to 133 percent of the poverty level. The state share would slowly



rise to 10 percent of the cost by 2020.

“Because the expansion is such a good deal for states, they should move forward and cover low-income adults in their states,” said Judith

Solomon, a health policy analyst at the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, a liberal-leaning research and advocacy group. “But what

happens in states that do not go ahead and provide coverage? The poorest adults — primarily parents and other adults working for low wages

— will be left out in the cold.”

While states typically leapt at such offers of federal largess in the past, a growing number of Republicans have declined federal aid in recent

years — turning down billions of dollars in federal money to build railroads in Wisconsin, Ohio and Florida, for instance, and initially balking at

accepting some of the money in the 2009 stimulus law.

In Ohio, where Gov. John R. Kasich has expressed concern about the added health care costs, officials said that they were anticipating higher

Medicaid expenses quite apart from the expansion in eligibility. The new requirement for people to have health insurance, they said, could

bring several hundred thousand people who are already eligible for Medicaid into the state’s program, at a cost of $940 million in the first two

years.

Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor, a Republican who is director of the Ohio Department of Insurance, said in an interview that even though the federal

government would pick up all of the costs in the first few years of expanded coverage, “our concern is we can’t make decisions for the short

term.”

And in New Jersey, Gov. Chris Christie, a Republican, called the ruling giving states the choice of whether to expand Medicaid “a ray of

sunshine in an otherwise cloudy day.”

Another Republican governor, Phil Bryant of Mississippi, also cast doubt on the expansion, saying. “I would resist any expansion of Medicaid

that could result in significant tax increases or dramatic cuts to education, public safety and job creation.”

Health care providers who treat low-income patients strongly support the expansion of coverage.

Richard J. Umbdenstock, the president of the American Hospital Association, said that hospitals around the country would lobby for the

Medicaid expansion. “If states do not avail themselves of this opportunity,” he said, “the federal money will go to other states, and hospitals

will be left with large numbers of the uninsured.”

Nancy M. Schlichting, chief executive of the Henry Ford Health System in Detroit, said she “absolutely will lobby” for the expansion of

Medicaid. She said she expected Gov. Rick Snyder, a Republican, to support the expansion, but she added, “he may have trouble” getting it

through the Michigan Legislature.

Congress has repeatedly expanded Medicaid in the last 25 years, and states often had new sources of revenue, like money from the settlement

of lawsuits against major tobacco companies. “But this time is different,” said Dennis G. Smith, secretary of the Wisconsin Department of

Health Services. “Virtually all states are struggling to sustain their current Medicaid programs.”

Illinois, facing severe financial problems, has already delayed Medicaid payments to some health care providers.

“Many hospitals are not being paid for six months or more after they provide services and file claims,” said Danny Chun, a spokesman for the

Illinois Hospital Association. “Illinois is dead broke.”

Robert Pear reported from Washington, and Michael Cooper from New York.

*********************************************************************************************************************

RED STATES' MEDICAID POWER PLAY | POLITICO

The Supreme Court ruling left the Democratic health care law intact — but it also left Republicans in a stronger bargaining position when it
comes to Medicaid.

The ruling gives them the right to opt out of the Medicaid expansion envisioned under the law. But they know one thing: President Barack
Obama wants them to stay in, and so many might just go along and take the money — after they’ve squeezed out as many other concessions
as they can get from the feds.

(See also: Full coverage of the health care reform decision)

One of the most health care-savvy governors, Louisiana’s Bobby Jindal, is already wondering whether this creates a backdoor way to achieve



the Holy Grail for Republican governors — turning his federal Medicaid dollars into a block grant.

“I believe [the feds] can go to the states and negotiate” to convert their Medicaid dollars into unrestricted lump payments “for states that want
to do this,” Jindal said Friday in a call with reporters.

There’s a long road to get from Thursday’s ruling to serious negotiations, of course.

(Also on POLITICO: 6 SCOTUS takeaways)

Several governors immediately responded to the ruling by hinting they won’t expand their Medicaid program — though most have been careful
to leave themselves an out in case they decide it’s to their advantage.

“I would resist any expansion of Medicaid that could result in significant tax increases or dramatic cuts to education, public safety and job
creation,” Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant said in a statement.

Even Texas Gov. Rick Perry isn’t saying “never” to a Medicaid expansion. “The governor’s office will be working with Attorney General Abbott
and appropriate state agencies to determine the impact of yesterday’s Supreme Court decision on the state of Texas, and the appropriate
course of action moving forward,” Perry spokesman Josh Havens said in an email. “Gov. Perry will stand up and do what is right for Texas, based
on the priorities of fiscal responsibility and the best interests of Texas taxpayers.”

Of course, there’s a lot of political pressure on Republicans to take advantage of a court-sanctioned escape from a major health reform
provision.

Republicans on Capitol Hill are sending signals to their governors that they should use it if they know what’s good for them.

“The more states that would do that, I think the better,” said Florida Rep. Tom Rooney. “Anything that a state can do to try to water [health
reform] down, the better.”

But if Republicans don’t sweep Washington in the fall and manage to repeal the health care law, governors could have very different pressures
weighing on them when budget time comes around.

That’s why many experts believe that states could still come to the table. And digging in their heels now may actually strengthen their
bargaining position when negotiations begin.

“You have two sets of calculus, the fiscal calculus and the political calculus,” said Diane Rowland, executive director of the Kaiser Commission
on Medicaid and the Uninsured. Bypassing expansion not only means leaving “money on the table,” she said — it also means the states would
have to pay the price tag for leaving millions uninsured.

The federal government will pick up all of the extra costs of insuring everyone who joins Medicaid under the expansion, at first, and then phase
down to covering 90 percent of the costs. Under the health reform law, the program — now targeted at poor kids and the low-income disabled
— will cover everyone under 133 percent of the federal poverty line starting in 2014.

The Congressional Budget Office estimated that if all 50 states enacted the expansion, they would spend 2.8 percent more between 2014 and
2022 than they would spend by leaving their programs as they are.

But this actually overstates the cost to states, according to an analysis by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. States pick up some of the
expenses for hospitals that treat people who have no insurance — and they will save these funds if they allow the Medicaid program to insure
them almost entirely on the federal government’s dime.

And the hospitals will be pushing hard to get their governors to sign up. They still are left on the hook for much of the care they provide to the
uninsured, and they want as many of their poor patients enrolled in Medicaid as possible.

Not everyone agrees with this math, of course. Many state lawmakers, who have been struggling with the costs of their Medicaid programs
since the recession began, worry that the additional burden is more than they can bear.

“Medicaid is already crushing state budgets all over America,” said Virginia Gov. Bob McDonell, who chairs the Republican Governors
Association. “This is a colossal expansion of Medicaid spending.”

But if they play the game right, states might be able to benefit from the increased federal dollars and get to make some of the changes to their
existing programs that they believe will bring down costs.

These include some market-driven reforms favored by conservatives, which might give them a way to harmonize the “political and fiscal
calculus.” They can say to their critics on the right that they only took “Obamacare” dollars to make their Medicaid programs more market-
driven.

While Jindal’s hope of getting HHS to remove all strings to federal Medicaid dollars may be ambitious, there are other options that may be
more realistic for Republican governors dealing with a Democratic administration.

For example, they could expand a pilot program begun in five Florida counties to allow beneficiaries to choose between competing private



health care plans instead of enrolling in government-run Medicaid. They also could ask for the authority to let Medicaid beneficiaries set up
health savings accounts and charge them copayments, so that they are more sensitive to the cost of their care.

And both conservative and liberal experts predict HHS will be satisfied if they only agree to cover people with incomes under 100 percent of
the federal poverty level, instead of 133 percent as the health reform law requires. Those between 100 percent and 133 percent will be able to
get heavily subsidized private insurance in the exchanges, though beneficiary advocates worry that people at this income level won’t be able to
afford even modest premiums and out-of-pocket spending in private plans.

“They want Medicaid reform — they don’t want to expand the program as is,” said Douglas Holtz-Eakin, who has advised President George W.
Bush and Sen. John McCain.

With the Supreme Court’s help, they now stand a better chance of getting their way.

Kathryn Smith and Manu Raju contributed to this report.

This article first appeared on POLITICO Pro at 5:03 p.m. on June 29, 2012.
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Subject: More on Healthcare WH announcement
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 2:15:38 PM

Obama moves up date to let states seek health-care waivers

From NBC's Chuck Todd and Domenico Montanaro
President Obama is endorsing a plan to let states ask for waivers on mandates in the health-care law
earlier, starting 2014, instead of 2017. The news was first reported by the New York Times
<http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/01/us/politics/01health.html?_r=1&hp%20> . Some bullet points:

-- This doesn't mean states can opt-out of hitting specific coverage targets, but if they have other ideas
that would still cover as many people, they can circumvent some of the health-care law's requirements.

-- He will endorse the concept of the Ron Wyden-Scott Brown legislation, which moves up the start
date when states can seek waivers from the health-care law from 2017 to 2014, they are called
"innovation waivers" - if they can come up with ways to incentivize people to buy insurance rather than
require it.

As the law currently stands, an indvidual state can basically seek a waiver from any part of the law
starting in 2017, if they can prove they will meet the coverage and affordability options stated in the
president's health-care law.

This allows states to:

-- introduce new options for coverage
-- have some flexibility in choosing whether to make some Medicaid recipients purchase insurance
through exchanges
-- seek a waiver from the individual mandate

This new plan would move that start date up to 2014.

The Times frames this as Obama "seeking to appease disgruntled governors." More from the Times:

Senior administration officials said Mr. Obama would reveal to the National Governors Association in a
speech on Monday morning that he backs legislation that would enable states to request federal
permission to withdraw from the law's mandates in 2014 rather than in 2017. The earlier date is when
many of the act's central provisions take effect, including requirements that most individuals obtain
health insurance and that employers of a certain size offer coverage to workers or pay a penalty.



The announcement is the first time Mr. Obama has called for changing a central component of his
signature health care law, although he has backed removing a specific tax provision that both parties
regard as onerous on business. The shift comes as the law is under fierce attack in the courts and from
Republicans on Capitol Hill and in statehouses around the country.

>>> Marie Sanderson 02/28/11 2:22 PM >>> 
Guys, we need to prepare messaging for what the White House announced today. Below you will find
background on the Wyden Brown legislation as well as the White House announcement. Let's starting
thinking about our coordinated response. Thanks. 

The Wyden-Brown legislation is a date change from the waiver in PPACA (2017 to 2014). It does
nothing to address PPACA’s major structural flaws: 

1) Under the waivers, states would still have to provide insurance coverage that is at least as
comprehensive as provided under PPACA, so states would not be able to change the benefit mandates
in order to make coverage more affordable. 
2) States would still have to provide insurance coverage that maintains PPACA’s cost-sharing and out-
of-pocket spending restrictions. So there would be little, if any, flexibility to encourage HSAs or other
consumer-directed plans. 
3) The way the PPACA waiver is drafted, it would be nearly impossible for states to roll back the
individual and employer mandates as they still have to get the insured numbers that PPACA gets
through its onerous mandates and unsustainable spending. 
4) The waiver concept does nothing to address the new spending under PPACA. 
5) The waiver does nothing to give states flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules. 

From: "Papas, Nick" 

Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2011 11:28:24 -0500 

Subject: FACT SHEET: The Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 28, 2010 

Fact Sheet 
The Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States 

On February 28, President Obama reiterated his belief that States should have the power and flexibility
to innovate and find the health care solutions that work best for them and announced his support for
accelerating State Innovation Waivers and allowing states to apply for them starting in 2014. 

Beginning in 2017, the law allows States the flexibility to receive a State Innovation Waiver so they may
pursue their own innovative strategies to ensure their residents have access to high quality, affordable
health insurance. These strategies – which must provide affordable insurance coverage to at least as
many residents as the Affordable Care Act and must not increase the federal deficit – could include
allowing large employers to purchase coverage through State Exchanges or increasing the number of
benefit levels to provide more choices for individuals and small businesses. 

Under the bipartisan “Empowering States to Innovate Act” introduced by Senators Ron Wyden, Scott
Brown, and Mary Landrieu, State Innovation Waivers would be available three years earlier than under
current law, so long as States meet certain criteria, including certifying that their proposals would cover
at least as many of their residents as the policies in the Affordable Care Act would have covered. 



The proposal offers States more flexibility while ensuring that all Americans, no matter where they live
have access to affordable, accessible health insurance. Additionally, the proposal includes built-in
protections to ensure that these waivers do not increase the Federal budget deficit. 

The Affordable Care Act already creates a critical role for States. It provides them with the flexibility and
resources necessary to innovate and implement reform in the manner that works best for them. The law
has already made nearly $2.8 billion available to states and every State has taken steps – and, in some
cases, bold actions – to implement the law and improve health insurance accountability and affordability
for their citizens. States can design their own Exchanges, shape their Medicaid programs, and take the
lead in enforcing patient protections and reviewing rates increases of private insurers. 

Empowering States to Innovate 
Under the Affordable Care Act, State Innovation Waivers allow States to propose and test alternative
ways to meet the shared goals of making health insurance affordable and accessible to all Americans,
including those living with pre-existing conditions. Specifically, State Innovation Waivers are designed to
allow States to implement policies that differ from the new law so long as they: 
· Provide coverage that is at least as comprehensive as the coverage offered through Exchanges – a
new competitive, private health insurance marketplace. 
· Make coverage at least as affordable as it would have been through the Exchanges. 
· Provide coverage to at least as many residents as the Affordable Care Act would have provided. 
· Do not increase the Federal deficit. 

State Innovation Waivers are provided for up to five years, with the option of renewal. If a State’s
innovation fails to meet the criteria outlined above, the policies outlined in the Affordable Care Act
would take effect. 

Potential State-Based Innovations 
The Affordable Care Act offers considerable flexibility to States without waivers. It also recognizes that
new, creative effective ideas may emerge. While States have the freedom to develop their own
proposals that may qualify for a State Innovation Waiver, some proposals that could qualify include: 

* A streamlined system that links tax credits for small businesses with tax credits for low-income
families. 
* Alternatives to the individual responsibility provision – such as automatically enrolling individuals in
health plans – that achieve similar outcomes. 
· Alternative health plan options to increase competition and provide consumers with additional choices. 

* An increase in the number of benefit levels to provide more choices for individuals and small
businesses. 
* Immediately allowing large businesses interested in doing so to purchase health insurance through the
new private marketplace, the State-based health insurance Exchange. 

The law also allows States to submit a single application that includes Medicaid waiver requests which
could, for example, seek to give people eligible for Medicaid the choice of enrolling in Exchange plans. 

Maintaining Important Consumer Protections 
The Affordable Care Act ends the worst insurance company abuses and gives Americans more freedom
and control over their health care choices. Already, under the law, most insurance companies: 
· Cannot impose lifetime limits on the dollar amount they will spend on health benefits. 
· Must offer young adults without access to job-based coverage the option of remaining on their
parent’s plan until their 26th birthday. 
· Must cover recommended preventive services without cost sharing. 
· Must allow patients to choose their own doctor in their network. 
· Cannot drop your coverage solely due to your getting sick. 
· Must spend at least 80 percent of premium dollars on health care, rather than executive salaries and
administrative costs. 

Starting in 2014, insurance companies cannot charge more, carve-out benefits, or deny coverage



because of a pre-existing condition. States that receive a State Innovation Waiver would be required to
maintain these important consumer protections that prevent insurance companies from denying, capping
or limiting care. 

Waiver Evaluation 
Under the Affordable Care Act, the Secretaries of Health and Human Services and Treasury are
responsible for evaluating State Innovation Waiver applications and ensuring proposals will meet the
shared goals of making health insurance affordable and accessible to all Americans, including those with
pre-existing conditions. Under the proposed legislation, the Secretaries would continue to play this role
and be empowered to grant waivers beginning in 2014. Once complete, State Innovation Waiver
applications must be reviewed within 180 days of being received. The Departments of Health and
Human Services and Treasury will issue proposed regulations outlining the process for applying for a
State Innovation Waiver this spring. The Departments will accept public comment, including comments
from States, on this proposed regulation. 

President’s Plan to Cut Red Tape, Give States Flexibility 
President Obama will also take an additional important step to help States, improve outcomes, and
lower costs for the American taxpayer. This week, the President will issue a memorandum directing
Executive Departments and Agencies to work with State, Tribal, and local governments to reduce
unnecessary regulatory and administrative burdens in order to focus resources on achieving better
outcomes at lower cost. In this memorandum, the President is: 

* Instructing the Director of OMB to lead a collaborative process of Federal agencies, State, Tribal, and
local governments to coordinate and streamline procedures that cut across agency, program and
geographic bounds. 

* Requiring agencies to work closely with States, Tribes, and local governments to identify
administrative, regulatory, and legislative barriers in Federally-funded programs that currently prevent
them from efficiently using tax dollars to achieve the best results for their constituents. 

## 

Marie Thomas Sanderson 
Director of Federal Policy 
Office of Governor Haley Barbour
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Speaker of the House John Boehner 

MYTH VS. FACT: The Bipartisan Agreement to Cut 
Spending to Support Job Creation 

April 13, 2011 I Posted by Speaker Boehner Press Office I Permalink 

MYTH: "Most of the cuts in the agreement aren't real cuts. Many are cuts that were already scheduled 
to happen, and were proposed in the president's budget." 

The spending cuts in the legislation are real cuts that help to clear a path for Chairman Paul Ryan's 
landmark Path to Prosperity budget The agreement includes a gross spending cut of nearly $45 
billion -- a net spending cut of nearly $40 billion, as a result of the $5 billion increase for the Defense 
Department that Speaker Boehner fought for and won. Democrats accurately note that some of the 
spending cuts in the agreement were proposed in the president's budget, but disingenuously fa il to 
note that many of those cuts were used in the president's budget to offset additional or new spending 
elsewhere. In the context of the agreement, those cuts are now real cuts - chopping billions of dollars 
off the baseline, rather than being used to offset other Washington spending sought by the 
administration. As Chairman Ryan said Tuesday, the agreement "[secures] tens of bill ions of dollars in 
spending cuts, forcing the President and his party's leaders to retreat from their reckless spending 
spree. The historic spending cut turns the page from Washington's pervasive culture of spending, 
sending a welcome signal to job creators and cleaning up the unprecedented budget mess left by the 
last Congress." 

MYTH: "President Obama got most of what he wanted." 



The agreement is imperfect, but it's hardly a "win" for President Obama or the Democratic Party 
agenda of bigger government and increased spending. As a result of the agreement, the federal 
government will spend $78.5 bill ion less than President Obama proposed spending this year. The 
agreement eliminates one Obamacare program, cuts a second nearly in half, and eliminates four of 
the Obama Administration's controversial "czars" - including the president's health czar charged with 
overseeing his government takeover of health care, his auto czar responsible for managing the federal 
government's takeover of U.S. auto manufacturers, and his climate change czar tasked with 
implementing the president's job-crushing national energy tax. The agreement secures Senate votes 
and debate on de-funding of two presidential priorities - Obamacare and Planned Parenthood - while 
saving the successful D.C. school choice program Democrats have been trying to eliminate for years. 

MYTH: "The cuts in the agreement will have no impact on the long-term trajectory of government 
spending." 

The agreement will chop an estimated $315 bill ion out of the federal budget over the next 10 years, 
setting the table for Chairman Paul Ryan's Path to Prosperity budget, which cuts trillions. The notion 
that cuts in mandatory spending are not "real" cuts is a potentially lethal misconception for 
conservatives to accept. Dramatic reductions in both discretionary and mandatory ("autopilot") 
spending are essential to help reduce uncertainty in our economy and create a better environment for 
job growth, and the agreement makes historic cuts in both types of spending -- just months after 
President Obama and his Democratic allies in Congress called for zero cuts and claimed spending 
cuts would hurt the economy. 

MYTH: "The agreement is just more of the same. It doesn't really signal any kind of shift in the 
direction of our government " 

While imperfect, the agreement marks the beginning of a major shift in economic policy - a shift that 
defined clearly by the GOP budget for which it sets the table, Chairman Ryan's Path to Prosperity. As 
late as a few months ago, President Obama was call ing for zero spending cuts, clinging to his 
trademark Keynesian arguments and insisting that spending cuts would hurt the economy. With the 
agreement, the White House has unceremoniously abandoned that "stimulus" argument. Liberals 
have slammed President Obama for the agreement, noting it means the White House has, in effect, 
admitted the "stimulus" spending binge is over. "Princeton University professor Paul Krugman noted 
that by agreeing to this level of budget cuts, Obama had accepted the premise that the economy has 
recovered enough to withstand the withdrawal of federal spending. Despite the fragile economic 
recovery, the economy is still not strong enough, Krugman argued," according to Politico. And it's 
notable that the agreement includes zero earmarks - a stark contrast to two years ago, when 
President Obama accommodated a Democratic House and Senate and signed into law a massive 
omnibus spending bill containing an estimated 9,000 earmarks. 

MYTH: "The agreement really only cuts about $14 billion in spending. Most of the cuts are from non 
discretionary spending, which doesn't change the baseline." 

Discretionary spending cuts account for more than half of the nearty $45 bill ion in gross spending cuts 
that are made in the agreement. As previously noted, the agreement will chop an estimated $315 
billion out of the federal budget over the next 10 years, setting the table for Chairman Paul Ryan's Path 
to Prosperity budget, which cuts trillions. The notion that cuts in mandatory spending are not "real" 
cuts is a potentially lethal misconception for anyone to accept. Dramatic reductions in both 
discretionary and mandatory ("autopilot") spending are essential to help reduce uncertainty in our 
economy and create a better environment for job growth, and the agreement makes historic cuts in 
both types of spending -- just months after President Obama and his Democratic all ies in Congress 
called for zero cuts and claimed spending cuts would hurt the economy. 

MYTH: "The provisions eliminating President Obama's 'czars ' for health care, climate change and 
other topics are meaningless The administration has already vacated these posts or scheduled them 
for elimination." 

The agreement means these posts won't be coming back -- good news for Americans discomforted by 



the Obama Administration's agenda of government takeovers and bailouts. And perhaps more 
importantly, the provisions establish a precedent that Congress can deny the president funding for 
such positions -- effectively challenging their constitutionality. 

MYTH: "The agreement is a win for President Obama because it includes a mix of discretionary 
spending cuts and mandatory spending cuts, rather than just discretionary spending cuts." 

The bill passed by the House in February, H.R. 1, also included mandatory spending cuts. Like H.R. 1, 
the agreement makes real cuts in discretionary spending and includes no tax increases. After initially 
opposing any spending cuts, the White House and Congressional Democrats abandoned that position 
during negotiations and tried to cut their losses by demanding tax increases and trying to prevent 
virtually any cuts to discretionary spending. Republican negotiators rebuffed this gambit and forced 
the White House to accept an agreement with a mix of cuts from both discretionary and mandatory 
spending programs, and zero tax hikes. As noted previously, dramatic reductions in both discretionary 
and mandatory spending are needed to help reduce uncertainty in our economy and create a better 
environment for job growth. The agreement makes historic cuts in both types of spending -- just 
months after President Obama and his Democratic allies in Congress called for zero cuts and claimed 
spending cuts would hurt the economy. 

MYTH: "The agreement just nicks a few programs; it doesn't actually eliminate anything." 

The agreement terminates more than 40 ineffective programs at the U.S. Department of Education 
alone, including Educational Technology State Grants, Even Start, Advanced Credentialing, Mental 
Health Integration, Exchanges with Historic Whaling Partners, Women's Educational Equity, Tech-Prep 
Education State Grants, Smaller Leaming Communities, Legal Assistance Loan Repayment Program, 
Thurgood Marshall Legal Opportunity Scholarships, and B.J. Stupak Olympic Scholarships. For a full 
list of federal programs that are cut or eliminated by the agreement, go here. The bill also eliminates 
the ability of students to draw down two Pell Grant awards at the same time, saving an additional $35 
billion over the next 10 years. 
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NCSL PPACA Conf. Call 
 
Supreme Court upheld major provisions of PPACA in its opinion.  Individual mandate 
constitutional under Article 1 taxing authority.  Court did not agree that Commerce Clause was 
a reason to uphold the individual mandate due to the fact that there is no regulation 
commerce.  Mandate does not go to regulate existing commerce activity, but instead 
compelled others to participate in commerce.   
 
Court ruled that Medicaid expansion is coercive.  Court held that this exceeds Congressional 
spending clause authority.  Congress can attach conditions to grants, but states must knowingly 
accept the terms.  Incentives are ok, but compelling participation is beyond the scope of 
Congressional authority.  Court held that Medicaid expansion is a new program with a new 
funding stream.  If states don’t participate, they won’t lose all funding, just new funding.   
 
Scalia, Kennedy, Alito, and Thomas believe the entire act is unconstitutional.  When states have 
no choice but to administer federal programs, that is unconstitutional.  Individual mandate 
violates taxing authority.  Agreed with majority that the power to attach conditions to states 
regarding Medicaid is limited.  Also felt that because Congress didn’t devise a backup scheme, 
its intent was to force states to comply.  Believe that because the individual mandate and 
Medicaid expansion were so intrusive the entire statute must fall.   
 
States have until Nov. 16th to send to the feds a document indicating whether they will operate 
a state exchange, partner with the feds in an exchange, or if they want the fed government to 
set up an exchange.  State doesn’t need legislation passed by then, but they have to declare 
their attention.  By Jan. 2013, HHS Sec. will approve or disapprove the submitted plan.  States 
must also decide whether to operate the risk adjustment plan.  States must change laws 
regarding pre-existing conditions, etc. or their laws will be pre-empted by the fed govt.     
 
Much of the decision making on Medicaid will need to be made at HHS in the coming weeks.  
HHS Sec. cannot impose statutory penalty if states choose not to go forward with the 
expansion.  The expansion is now voluntary.  Not sure if parts of the expansion can be treated 
separately.  There are now essentially two separate Medicaid programs: existing program and 
expansion program.   
 
The primary people in the expansion are single, childless adults under age 65 with income 
below 133% of the poverty level.  A 5% income disregard is applied to every individual 
effectively making it 138% of poverty.  Important to note that individual mandate has some 
exemptions: people who qualify for religious/conscience exemption, members of health sharing 
ministries (church sponsored health plans), incarcerated individuals, & members of an Indian 
tribe.  There is an affordability exemption.  If their premium exceeds 8% of household income, 
they would not be required to purchase health insurance because it would be deemed 
unaffordable.  Taxpayers with income below the filing threshold are exempt.   
 
 



What’s next for states behind schedule in compliance? 
It’s based on what the state wants to do.  State based exchanged may be difficult at this point, 
but there is fed funding available.  Processes have been developed for states that want to meet 
the minimum standard.  If states can’t get an exchange ready for 2013, they can partner with 
the feds and then operate their own exchange in 2014.   
 
If a state chooses not to accept new Medicaid funding, must it create an insurance exchange? 
States don’t have to create an exchange, but if they do not, the feds would operate it.  An 
exchange will be implemented, it’s just a matter of who does it. 
 
What is the cost to states if the feds operate the exchange and what is the cost to states if they 
do it? 
Haven’t received that information from the feds.  The feds will make assessments on the plans 
in order to offset the cost of operating the exchange.  If the feds are operating the exchange, 
they only have the authority to charge assessments on the insurance plans operating in the 
exchange. 
 
When do states have to decide if they will expand Medicaid? 
Not sure.  HHS still has to determine the date.  Anticipate that there will be a template for a 
state plan amendment that will allow states to detail what they plan to do in 2014.  Nothing 
received from HHS in terms of how they plan to move forward. 
 
If states have passed law forbidding participation in exchanges, what will happen? 
While the individual mandate is compulsory, how it is done is not something the Court talked 
about.  The state laws would most likely be pre-empted.  Federally facilitated exchange may not 
be able to work on its own without some cooperation with the state due to the Medicaid 
provisions.  How the state proceeds in working with HHS is up to the state.  Nobody in the state 
can receive a subsidy unless they work through an exchange.  
 
 



Governor Dave Heineman 
Health Insurance Exchanges 
November 15, 2012, 2:00 p.m. 

Remarks. As Prepared for Deliverv: 

Good afternoon. 

The State of Nebraska faces several difficult dilemmas regarding the Affordable Care Act. As 
you know, the majority of Nebraskans oppose the new federal health care law. This has been a 
highly politicized issue. However, the elections are over. It's now time to focus on the policy. 

All fifty governors will be making a decision on the operation of an exchange based upon what 
they think is best for their state. Some governors will choose a federal exchange and some will 
opt for a state exchange. The State of Nebraska has been studying and evaluating how to comply 
with the law for more than two years. 

On September 6, I sent a letter to Secretary Sebelius asking her for more detailed information 
about the Affordable Care Act, and I have never received a response from her. The federal 
government has not completed its rules and regulations process, yet they are demanding the 
states make a decision about the exchange by tomorrow. 

I want to note that the United States Supreme Court ruled that the insurance exchanges were 
constitutional, but when it comes to the Medicaid expansion, the Supreme Court ruled that the 
federal government could not force the states to expand Medicaid. I've made it very clear that I 
am opposed to this massive, unfunded Medicaid expansion because it would cost the State of 
Nebraska hundreds of millions of dollars. If implemented, this Medicaid expansion would lead to 
reduced funding for the education of Nebraska's children or higher taxes on middle class 
Nebraskans. 

The other issue is what to do about an insurance exchange. The current law requires the states to 
choose between a federal exchange and a state exchange. Like many Nebraskans, my initial 
thoughts were we would prefer a state exchange because Nebraska would be in control of the 
exchange. As we conducted our review and analysis of the new federal health care law and the 
regulations from the federal Department of Health and Human Services, it became apparent that 
the Affordable Care Act contains one federal mandate after another. 

On the key issues, there is no real operational difference between a federal exchange and a state 
exchange. A state exchange is nothing more than the state administering the Affordable Care Act 
with all of the important and critical decisions made by the federal government. 

The Affordable Care Act is being totally dictated and totally controlled by the federal 
government. 

(continued) 
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In addition to our concerns that the State of Nebraska would not have any significant control of a 
state exchange, I am even more concerned about the cost of an exchange. Whether the State of 
Nebraska chooses a federal or state exchange, there are costs associated with that decision. 

Based upon the best information that the Department oflnsurance and the Department of Health 
and Human Services have, the cost ofa state insurance exchange for Fiscal Years 2013-2020 is 
$646 million; while the cost ofa federal insurance exchange is $176 million. The cost ofa state 
exchange to Nebraska taxpayers is $4 70 million more than a federal exchange. 

It is simply too expensive to do a state insurance exchange. 

Just like the Medicaid expansion, building a state exchange controlled by the federal government 
will result in reduced state aid to education for Nebraska's public schools, reduced funding for 
the University of Nebraska and other higher education institutions or higher taxes on hard
working, middle class Nebraskans. Building a state exchange would result in reduced funding 
for key state priorities. 

The bottom line is a state insurance exchange is really controlled by the federal government, and 
the cost of operating a state insurance exchange is very expensive. 

Finally, I want to share with Nebraskans that I have listened to all sides of this issue. It is a very 
polarizing issue but my focus now is on implementing the Affordable Care Act in the most 
efficient and cost effective manner for Nebraskans and their families. Reasonable people will 
disagree on this issue, but one thing is very clear - a state exchange is too costly to our citizens. 
Therefore, the State of Nebraska will comply with the Affordable Care Act by being part of the 
federal exchange. 

### 
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Dave Heineman 
Governor 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 

November 15, 2012 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Dear Secretary Sebelius: 

STATE OF NEBRASKA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

P.O. Box 94848 •Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4848 
Phone: (402) 471-2244 • dave.heineman@nebraska.gov 

I am writing to notify you that I have elected to have the State of Nebraska participate in the 
federally-facilitated health insurance exchange. After extensive analysis and planning for a state
based exchange for my state, I have determined that the fiscal cost differential is too great to warrant 
the establishment of a separate state-based health insurance exchange. 

I have directed Bruce Ramge, Director of the Nebraska Department of Insurance, and Viviaime 
Chaumont, Director of the Medicaid Division, Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, 
to contact your staff in order to facilitate a smooth and timely transition on issues related to the 
implementation of a federally-facilitated health insurance exchange in Nebraska. 

Sincerely, 

SJ~~ 
Dave Heineman 
Governor 

cc: Bruce Rainge, Director, NE Department ofinsurance 
Vivianne Chaumont, Director, NE Division of Medicaid 
Kerry Winterer, Chief Executive Officer, NE Department of Health & Human Services 

An Equal OpportunitWAffirmatiue Action Employer 
Printed with soy lnk on recycled paper 



Dave 11einernan 
Governor 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 

September 6, 2012 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Dear Secretary Scbclius: 

STATE OF NEBRASKA 
OrncE OF THE GovE1tN011 

P.O. Hox 9'1848 •Lincoln, Nebraska 68b09·A8<!8 
Photw: (402) 471 .. 2244 • davc.heirw1nanif1'11ebr<Y>lrn.~1ov 

l am writing you today regarding the federal health care law. The State of Nebraska has many 
unanswered questions that we hope your Depmtment can answer. 

Our questions are as follow: 

• As a result of the United States Supreme Court rnling, which Medicaid provisions still 
apply and which do not? Please address maintenance of effmt, modified adjusted gross 
income, consolidation of eligibility groups, no wrong door and additional eligible 
populations such as children to 138% and fonner foster children to age 26. 

• Nebraska has a single application for all public assistance programs. The new federal 
health care requirements for a streamlined application for the exchange and Medicaid will 
make our entire process more burdensome and Jess consumer friendly. Will your 
Department grant us a waiver from the new federal health care law so that we can 
maintain a single application for all public assistance programs? 

• If a state chooses not to expand its Medicaid program, is a state exchange still expected to 
do a Medicaid assessment and determination? 

• If a state chooses not to expand its Medicaid program, is a state exchange still expected to 
use a single application for the exchange and Medicaid? 

• Will your Department provide enhanced funding for non-systems related, ACA-required, 
operational changes to the Medicaid proi,>ram? 

An Fq1wl Opportwlit.1.i!Affirmvlive Actio11 fmp/oyr:>r 



The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
September 6, 2012 
Page-2-

• What will the charges for a state exchange be to use the federal data hub, advance 
premium tax credit/cost-showing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional 
reinsurance programs? 

• When will the states learn sufficient details about a federal exchange in order to compare 
its costs to building a state exchange? 

• Many grant deadlines have been extended. Will the implementation date for enrollment 
be extended from October 1, 2013 to some future date'? 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Dave Heineman 
Governor 



Department of Insurance 

FY2013 FY2014 FY2015 

Fiscal Impact 

State Exchange vs. Federal Exchange 

Total 

FY14/15 FY2016 FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 
Total 

FY13/20 
State Exchang,e 
Administration 

Technology 

25,805,875 42,456,144 43,386,721 85,842,865 44,192,870 47,929,562 49,731,664 50,935,892 53,087,704 I 357,526,432 

Total 

Funding Sources 

Federal 

State 

Total 

22,600,577 I 29,451,047 11,712,870 41,163,917 I 9,346,603 14,096,298 14,358,479 9,633,641 9,922,560 I 121,122,075 

I 48,406,452 I 71,907,191 · 55,099,591 127,006,782 I 53,539,473 62,025,860 64,090,143 60,569,533 63,010,264 I 478,648,501 

47,306,4521 69,907,191 53,099,591 123,006,782 

1,100,000 2,000,000 2,000,000 4,ooo,ooo I 53,539,473 62,025,860 64,090,143 60,569,533 63,010,264 

I 48,406,452 I 71,907,191 55,099,591 127,006,782 I 53,539,473 62,025,860 64,090,143 60,569,533 63,010,264 I 

170,313,234 

308,335,273 

478,648,507 

Federal Exchange 
Administration 

Technology 

540,000 1,090,625 1,112,141 2,202,766 1,134,194 1,156,799 1,179,969 1,203,718 1,228,061 8,645,507 

Total 

Funding Sources 

Federal 

State 

Total 

11/15/2012 

J 540,000 t 1,090,625 1,112,141 2,202,766 I 1,134,194 1,156,799 1,119,969 ··--1-,203,718 1,228,061 I 8,645,507 

540,000 1,090,625 556,071 1,646,696 2,186,696 
I I 556,011 556,on L 1,134,194 1,156,799 1,179,969 1,203,113 1,228,061 I 6,458,812 

J 540,000 I 1,090,625 1,112,141 2,202,166 I 1,134,194 1,156,799 1,119,969 1,203,718 1,228,061 1 8,645,507 



Fiscal Impact 

State Exchange vs. Federal Exchange 

Department of Health and Humans Services 

FY2013 FY2014 FY2015 
Total 

FY14/15 FY2016 FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 
State Exchange 
Administration 
Technology 

Total 

Funding Sources 

Federal 

State 

Total 

4,254,020 8,757,096 13,011,1161 9,013,620 9,277,842 9,549,990 9,830,302 10,119,022 
2,150,000 I 35,225,ooo 34,705,ooo 69,930,000 6,900,000 6,900,000 6,900,000 6,900,000 6,900,000 r 2,15o,ooor-39,479,020 43,462,096 82,941,116 I 15,913,620 16,177,842 16,449,990 16,730,302 11,019,022 J 

2,475,000 I 33,829,510 35,613,048 69,442,558 I 9,681,810 9,813,921 9,949,995 10,090,151 10,234,511 
275,000 5,649,510 7,849,048 13,498,558 6,231,810 6,363,921 6,499,995 6,640,lSl 6,784,511 

I 2,150,000 I 39,479,020 43,462,096 s2,941,116 I 15,913,620 16,177,842 16,449,990 16,730,302 11,019,0-22 I 

Federal Exchange 

Total 
FY13/20 

60,801,892 
107,180,000 

167,981,892 

121,687,946 
46,293,946 

167,981,892 

Administration 4,254,020 8,757,096 13,011,116 9,013,620 9,277,842 9,549,990 9,830,302 10,119,022 60,801,892 

Technology 2,750,000 35,225,000 34,705,000 69,930,000 6,900,000 6,900,000 6,900,000 6,900,000 6,900,000 107,180,000 

Total 2,750,000 39,479,020 43,462,096 82,941,116 15,913,620 16,177,842 16,449,990 16,730,302 17,019,022 167,981,892 

Funding Sources 
Federal 2,475,000 33,829,510 35,613,048 69,442,558 9,681,810 9,813,921 9,949,995 10,090,151 10,234,511 121,687,946 
State 275,000 5,649,510 7,849,048 13,498,558 6,231,810 6,363,921 6,499,995 6,640,151 6,784,511 46,293,946 

Total 2,750,000 39,479,020 43,462,096 82,941,116 15,913,620 16,177,842 16,449,990 16,730,302 17,019,022 167,981,892 

11/15/2012 



Summary 

State Exchang.e 
Administration 

Technology 

FY2013 FY2014 

25,805,875 46,710,164 

Fiscal Impact 

State Exchange vs. Federal Exchange 

FY2015 

52,143,817 

Total 

FY14/15 

98,853,981 

FY2016 FY2017 

53,206,490 57,207,404 

FY2018 FY2019 

59,281,654 60,766,194 

FY2020 
Total 

FY13/20 

63,206, 726 I 418,328,324 

25,350,577 I 64,676,047 46,417,870 111,093,917 I 16,246,603 20,996,298 21,258,479 16,533,641 16,822,560 I 228,302,075 

Total I 51,156,452 I 111,386,211 98,561,687 209,947,898 I 69,453,093 78,203,702 80,540,133 77,299,835 80,029,286 I 646,630,399 

Funding Sources 

Federal 

State 

Total 

49,781,452 I 103,736,701 88,712,639 192,449,340 9,681,810 9,813,921 9,949,995 10,090,151 10,234,511 

1,375,ooo I 7,649,510 9,849,048 17,498,s58 I 59,771,283 68,389,781 70,S90,138 67,209,684 69,794,775 

I s1,156,452 I 111,386,211 98,561,687 209,947,898 I 69,453,093 78,203,702 80,540,133 77,299,83s 80,029,286 I 

292,001,180 

354,629,219 

646,630,399 

Federal Exchange 
Administration 

Technology 

Total 

Funding Sources 

540,000 

2,750,000 

3,290,000 

5,344,645 

35,225,000 

40,569,645 

9,869,237 

34,705,000 

44,S74,237 

15,213,882 

69,930,000 

85,143,882 

10,147,814 

6,900,000 

17,047,814 

10,434,641 

6,900,000 

17,334,641 

10,729,959 

6,900,000 

17,629,959 

11,034,020 

6,900,000 

17,934,020 

11,347,0831 69,447,399 
6,900,000 107,180,000 

18,247,083 I 116,621,399 

Federal 3,015,000 34,920,135 36,169,119 71,089,254 9,681,810 9,813,921 9,949,99S 10,090,151 10,234,511 123,874,642 

State 275,000 5,649,510 8,405,119 14,054,629 7,366,004 7,520,720 7,679,964 7,843,869 8,012,S72 52,752,758 

Total 3,290,000 40,569,645 44,574,237 85,143,882 17,047,814 17,334,641 17,629,959 17,934,020 18,247,083 176,627,399 

11/15/2012 



From: 
To : 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Dat e: 

nor.vir inia. ov · mkennico · mschrimpf@rga.org: Nicole Guillemard 
· rebm ers state. a.us· renee.faraason@laspbs.state.fl.us; 

Robert Spendlove Crsoendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness 1: 
Ryan Serote Crserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov: stephen wa9119sask fwags® !a p,ov); 
~ Tim Pearson Ctimoearson@gov.sc.govl: Todd Smith111••11 1•111•• & 
~ ~yne struble Cwayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov) ; wayne.hasenbala@gov.state.nt us; 
Wendy Riemann CWendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov\ : will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich Ctomichz@michigan.gov\ 
Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov 
New Report: Obamacare Will Eliminate Health Coverage, Cost American Jobs 
Tuesday, June 07, 2011 3:17:09 PM 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

New Report: ObamaCare Will Eliminate Health Coverage, 
Cost American Jobs 

June 7, 2011 I Posted by Kati e Boyd I Permalink 

The President's promise that "if you like your health care plan, you can keep it" has once 
again been proven false because ObamaCare is forcing job creators to stop offering health 
coverage . As businesses begin planning for the onslaught of ObamaCare taxes, mandates, 
regulations, and penalties coming down the pike, many are left with two untenable choices: 
stop offering health care for their employees, or eliminate full-time jobs and keep wages low. 
According to a survey released yesterday by McKinsey & Company: 

• 30 percent of employers - and 28 percent of large employers - ''will definitely or 
probably stop offering" coverage after 2014. 

• Employers who are more aware of ObamaCare's provisions are more likely to 
consider dropping coverage - "upward of 60 percent will pursue some alternative" to 
their existing plans. 

• "At least 30 percent of employers would gain economically from dropping coverage 
even if they completely compensated employees for the change through other 
benefit offerings or higher salaries." 



Just as troubling, the McKinsey & Company analysis also discussed ways in which 
companies can force more of their health care costs onto the government, at the expense of 
taxpayers and employees, to deal with higher costs associated with ObamaCare. This 
analysis says employers could: 

• Replace full-time workers with more part-time workers to avoid triggering the 
employer mandate. 

• Restructure companies into two parts: one comprising management and corporate 
employees who would receive employer-sponsored coverage, and the other with 
lower-wage employees who would not. 

• Keep premiums above 9.5 percent of household income for lower-wage workers to 
force these employees into government-run exchanges. 

The findings of the report should come as no surprise to the Obama Administration, which 
has already been forced to issue more than 1,300 waivers exempting employers from the law 
- a tacit admission that ObamaCare destroys jobs, threatens economic growth and 
jeopardizes coverage for millions of Americans. In a post on National Review Online today, 
Jim Geraghty explains how ObamaCare is already costing American jobs: 

'While many of its rules have yet to take full effect, Obama health care plan's impact 
on businesses can be seen in at least two ways right now. In the not-too-distant 
future, companies with more than 50 employees will face a penalty of at least $2000 
per employee if any worker is collecting federally-subsided insurance through an 
exchange. If you have less than 50 employees, this rule is moot. If you're a company 
with 40 something employees, how eager are you to hire more, cross the threshold, 
and take on those additional potential costs? 

"Secondly, a business or union or other entity can avoid all of these mandates if the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services likes them and grants them a waiver. 
Somehow it is less than surprising to learn half the waivers are to unions and 20 
percent have been given to Nancy Pelosi's district in San Francisco. The lesson of 
this waiver system is that expensive regulatory burdens are waived for the politically 
well-connected - another element of risk and a diversion of business energy, 
attention and funds from their true job (serving their customers and shareholders) to 
somehow buttering up Kathleen Sebe/ius." 

The new House majority has already voted to repeal ObamaCare, and is working to replace 
the law with commonsense reforms that will lower costs and protect jobs. That was our 
Pledge to America , and we intend to keep it. 

SPEAKER PRESS OFFICE 
REP. JOHN BOEHNER (R-OH) 

H-232, THE CAPITOL 
(202) 225-0600 I SPEAKER.GOV 

WEBSITE I CONTACT I PRIVACY POLICY 
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This Just In 

This Just In headlines: 

1. This Week in Congress 

For the on line version and past editions of This Just In, visit : 
http-(/www nga org/cms/tii 

Contact: 
Erin Cohan 
202-624-5300 

Legislative Focus: Small Business Tax Relief, Health Care Repeal Legislation, Water 

Projects, Minerals Regulations 

Lawmakers return from the July 4 recess today t o work on small business tax 

legislation and a repeal of the healt h care law. 

The Senate wi ll hold a vote on the mot ion t o proceed t o t he Small Business Jobs and 

Tax Re lief Act (S. 2237) early in t he week. The bill wou ld create a 10 percent income 

tax cred it, capped at $500,000 per employer, for employers who grow their payro ll in 

2012. The measure also wou ld extend 100 percent bonus depreciat ion on qualified 

capit al expenditures through 2012 for al l employers in an effort to encourage 

invest ment. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) filed clot ure June 29. If clot ure 

is invoked, t he Senate could possibly vote on Re id's measure and on a Republ ican 

alternat ive, likely t he t ext of a House-passed bi ll (H. R. 9}, which would reportedly give 

a 20 percent deduct ion to small businesses w ith less t han 500 employees, but wou ld 

limit t he value of the deduct ion of W -2 wages to 50 percent. 

The Senate is also scheduled for an execut ive session July 10 to consider t he 

nomination of John Thomas Fowlkes Jr., t o be a U.S. district judge for t he West ern 

District of Tennessee. 



The House is expected to start the July 9 week with votes on seven measures under
suspension of the rules, including a pair of veterans’ jobs bills and the Hydropower
Regulatory Efficiency Act (H.R. 5892), which would authorize nearly 300 water projects
at various stages of study or construction along the East coast. Tuesday, the House is
scheduled to begin consideration of the Repeal of Obamacare Act, sponsored by
House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.). The bill would repeal the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act and health care-related provisions in the Health Care and
Education Reconciliation Act of 2010. Wednesday, the House is expected to take up
the National Strategic and Critical Minerals Production Act (H.R. 4402), which would
streamline regulations on the development of minerals that are considered critical to
energy, domestic industries, and national defense.

Senate Floor. The Senate convenes at 2:00 p.m. today to take up a one-year payroll
tax credit.  No roll call votes are expected.  Tuesday, and for the remainder of the
week, the Senate will consider the payroll tax credit bill and judicial nominations.

House Floor. The House convenes at 2:00 p.m. today to take up seven measures
under suspension of the rules.  Tuesday, the House is scheduled to consider one
measure subject to a rule. Wednesday and Thursday, the House will take up two
measures subject to a rule. The House is not in session on Friday.

 

Key Hearings & Markups

Agriculture

Full Committee Markup of the 2012 Farm Bill: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 at
10:00 a.m., Longworth 1300.

Armed Services

The Readiness Subcommittee of House Armed Services Committee will hold a
discussion on “Department of the Air Force Aircraft Force Structure Reductions.”
Thursday, July 12, 2012 at 11:00 a.m., Rayburn 2212.

Energy and Commerce

The Energy and Power Subcommittee of House Energy and Commerce
Committee will hold a series of hearings titled: “The American Energy Initiative.”
Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at 10:00 a.m., Rayburn 2322 and July 12, 2012 at 9:15
a.m., Rayburn 2123.
The Health Subcommittee of House Energy and Commerce Committee will hold
a hearing titled: “Helping Veterans with Emergency Medical Training Transition



to Civilian Service,” focusing on legislation that would provide demonstration
grants to states to help with veterans trained as emergency medical technicians
in the military transfer into similar civilian medical occupations: Wednesday, July
11, 2012 at 10:15 a.m., Rayburn 2123.

Finance

The Senate Finance Committee will hold a hearing titled “Boosting Opportunities
and Growth Though Tax Reform: Helping More Young People Achieve The
American Dream.” Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at 2:00 p.m., Dirksen 215.

Financial Services

The Capital Markets and Government Sponsored Enterprises Subcommittee of
House Financial Services Committee will hold a hearing on the impacts of the
Dodd-Frank Act of job creators, credit and financial institution customers,
focusing on the impact of the act’s derivatives provisions and the Volker Rule
will have on job creators, consumers and investors: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at
10:00 a.m., Rayburn 2128.

Health, Education, Labor & Pensions

The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee will hold a hearing
titled “Beyond Seclusion and Restraint: Creating Positive Learning Environments
for All Students.” Thursday, July 12, 2012 at 10:00 a.m., Dirksen 106.

Homeland Security

The Border and Maritime Security Subcommittee of House Homeland Security
Committee will hold a hearing titled: “Building a Secure Community: How Can
DHS Better Leverage State and Local Partnerships?” Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at
1:00 a.m., Cannon 311.
The Transportation Security Subcommittee of House Homeland Security
Committee will hold a hearing titled: “Challenging the Status Quo of TSA:
Perspectives on the Future of Transportation Security.” Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at
12:30 p.m., Cannon 311.

Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs

The Senate Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee will hold a
hearing titled: Evolving and Emerging Threats: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 at
10:00 a.m., Dirksen 342.
The Senate Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee will hold a
hearing titled: “The Evolution of the Roles and Missions of the Department of



Homeland Security.” Thursday, July 12, 2012 at 10:00 a.m., Dirksen 342.

Oversight and Government Reform

The House Oversight and Government Reform Committee will hold a hearing
titled: “Examining the Impact of Obamacare on Job Creation and the Economy.”
Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at 1:30 p.m., Rayburn 2154.
The Health Care, District of Columbia, Census and the National Archives
Subcommittee of House Oversight and Government Reform Committee will hold
a hearing titled: “Examining the Impact of Obamacare on Doctors and Patients.”
Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at 10:00 a.m., Rayburn 2154.

Ways and Means

The House Ways and Means Committee will hold a hearing on the implications
of the Supreme Court ruling that the individual mandate is constitutional on the
grounds that it is a tax and that Congress has the broad power to levy taxes far
beyond the historic scope of raising revenue: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at 10:30
a.m., Longworth 1100.

 

 

Today's Meetings

Monday, July 9

1. Washington Reps Weekly Meeting, 1:30pm, Washington, DC, Hall of the States,
Room 283/5, Contact: Erin Cohan

 

2012 NGA Annual Meeting Information

The 2012 NGA Annual Meeting will be held in Williamsburg, Virginia, July 12-15.
Registration and housing arrangements for governors, their family members,
governors’ staff and security can be made at
http://www.subnet.nga.org/AM12/5z2/gov/ .

Arrangements for other state government attendees and attendees from local, federal
and foreign governments, governors’ associations, media, business, non-profit
organizations and family members of any of these attendees can be made at
http://www.subnet.nga.org/AM12/3yy/gen/ .



NGA meetings are invitation only, so please do not forward registration links to those
outside the governor’s office.         

PROGRAM INFORMATION
The websites contain information about the business agenda, which will be updated
periodically, so please check the websites regularly for new information.

HOUSING AND REGISTRATION 
Please go online to register for the meeting and request hotel accommodations as
soon as possible. NGA cannot guarantee housing accommodations for requests made
after Friday, June 15. Online meeting registration ends at 5:00 p.m. EDT on Tuesday,
July 10. After that time, attendees must register onsite.

ONSITE REGISTRATION 
Meeting registration will be located in the Old Craft House at 305 South England
Street. The building is located adjacent to the parking lot between the Williamsburg
Lodge and the Williamsburg Inn, directly across the street from the main entrance to
the Lodge. Registration opens at 1:00 p.m. EDT on Thursday, July 12 and will be open
daily throughout the meeting. The majority of the NGA business sessions will be held
in the Williamsburg Lodge and Conference Center. 

For questions about meeting logistics, contact Susan Dotchin at  sdotchin@nga.org or
202-624-5327.
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U.S. Supreme Court to Review Health Care Reform 

Contact: 
Erin Cohan 
202-624-5300 

The U.S. Supreme Court yesterday announced that it wou ld review the 

const itutionality of t he Affordable Care Act this spring during an historic five and one

half hours of arguments. The Court wi ll hear arguments on t he mandate requirement, 

severab ility, limits on cha llenges by publ ic and private parties under the Anti

Injunction Act (26 USC 7421(a)) t o t he mandate requirement, and whether t he Act's 

expansion of Medicaid overst eps t he Spending Clause. The questions come from 

these cases accepted for review: National Federation of Independent Business v. 

Sebelius (No. 11-393); Florida, et al. v. HHS (No. 11-400); and, HHS, et al. v. Florida, et 

al. (No. 11-398). 

NGA Contacts: David Quam . 202-624-5309; David Parkhurst. 202-624-5328 

Spending Bill with CR Clears Conference 

House and Senat e appropriators cleared a conference report for a bil l to fund the 

depart ments of Agricult ure, Just ice, Commerce, Transportat ion and Housing and 

Urban Development . The bill also includes a continuing resolution to fund the 

government t hrough December 16. The current CR ends this Friday. Leaders in the 

House and Senate are hopeful that t he additiona l time wi ll al low Congress to wrap up 



all spending bills before adjourning for the holiday break.  The first spending “minibus”
made it out of conference Monday night and is set for passage by Friday.
NGA Contact: David Quam, 202-624-5309

Unemployment Insurance Extension Bills Introduced
Senator Jack Reed (D-R.I.) and Representative Lloyd Doggett (D-Tex.) recently
introduced companion bills, the Emergency Unemployment Compensation Extension
Act of 2011 (S.1804 and H.R. 3346).  The legislation would extend the Emergency
Unemployment Compensation (EUC) program and 100% federal funding for the
Extended Benefits (EB) program through the end of 2012.  Current extensions to both
programs are set to expire at the end of December.  States with outstanding federal
Unemployment Insurance (UI) Trust Fund loans would be relieved from interest
payments due by September 2012, contingent upon their agreement to maintain the
amount, duration and access to state funded unemployment compensation. 
Agreement to this “non-reduction clause” would also apply to Federal Unemployment
Tax Act (FUTA) employer tax increases that are due in January 2012 in states with
outstanding UI Trust Fund loans.  States without an outstanding federal UI Trust Fund
loan would receive a 2 percent increase on the interest paid on their trust fund
balances in 2012.  
NGA contact:  Linda Lawson, 202-624-5369

 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Tuesday, November 15

1. Special Committee on Homeland Security and Public Safety Briefing on D Block
Governance: 10:00am, Washington, DC, NGA Governors Conference Room,
Conference call 1-800-322-6099; passcode 6732948#

2. Meeting of the Education, Early Childhood and Workforce Reps: Policy Review,
2:00pm, Washington, DC, NGA Governors Conference Room, Conference call 1-
877-261-8991; passcode 6485844#

3. Meeting of the Economic Development and Commerce Reps: Policy Review,
3:00pm, Washington, DC, NGA Governors Conference Room, Conference call 1-
877-261-8991; passcode 9668613#

4. (November 14-15) NGA Chair’s Initiative: Regional Summit on Growing State
Economies, Nashville, Tennessee

To view the NGA calendar, go to:
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf

 



NGA Committee Action

Please be advised of the upcoming committee deadlines surrounding the new NGA
policy process.

Education, Early Childhood and Workforce Committee
Tuesday, November 15 – Discuss edits
Tuesday, November 22 – Finalize edits/staff vote
Thursday, December 1 – All committee work on policies must be complete

Economic Development and Commerce Committee

Health and Human Services Committee
Wednesday, November 16 – Finalize edits/staff vote

Natural Resources Committee
Ongoing side conversations on NR-1, NR-2 and NR-3 should take place before
Thursday, November 17

Special Committee on Homeland Security and Public Safety
Thursday, November 17 – Finalize edits/staff vote
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Appropriations Moving Forward 

Contact: 
Erin Cohan 
202-624-5300 

The two houses are likely t o confe rence the recently passed minibus appropriations bi ll 

passed by t he Senate earl ier this week. That bil l, which includes funding for 

Agricult ure, Commerce-Just ice-Science and Transportat ion and Housing and Urban 

Development, passed the Senat e 69-30. If an agreement can be reached, t he minibus 

may form the basis for a continuing resolution (CR) t o keep t he government runn ing 

past November 18 when t he current CR expires. The Senate meanwhile may t ake up a 

second min ibus next week t hat includes f unding for Energy and Wat er programs, 

Financial Services and St ate Department and foreign operations. 

NGA Contact : David Quam . 202/624-5309 

Senate to Vote on Competing Transportation Bills 

Today, t he Senate w ill consider t wo transport ation and infrast ructu re bi lls (S. 1769, S. 

1786). One measure wou ld provide $60 bi llion for t ransportation spending, offset w ith 

a 0 .7 percent increase in taxes on certa in incomes in excess of $1 million. It would also 

provide $50 bi llion for spending on roads, bridges, airports, ra il roads and t ransit 

systems, plus $10 bi llion in seed money to create a nat ional infrastructure bank. The 

other proposal, introduced Wednesday by Orrin G. Hatch, (R -Utah) would ext end 

cert ain surface t ransportat ion programs t hrough t he end of fiscal 2012. The proposa l 



is paid for by rescinding $40 billion in unobligated discretionary funds.
NGA Contact:  David Parkhurst, 202/624-5328

 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Thursday, November 3

1. Meeting of the Natural Resources Reps, 1:00pm, Washington, DC, NGA
Governors Conference Room, Conference call 1-877/261-8991; passcode
5057912#

2. Meeting of the Homeland Security and Public Safety Reps 2:00pm, Washington,
DC, NGA Governors Conference Room, Conference call 1-800/322-6099;
passcode 6732948#

3. Meeting of the Economic Development and Commerce Reps, 4:00pm,
Washington, DC, NGA Governors Conference Room, Conference call 1-877/261-
8991; passcode 9668613#

To view the NGA calendar, go to:
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf

 

NGA Correspondence

1. November 2, 2011 letter (from Governor Branstad and Governor Quinn) to Health
and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius submitting comments on the design
of the state-federal partnership health insurance exchange models related to the
Proposed Rule regarding Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans of the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). 
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Legislative Focus: 3 Percent Withholding, Health Care Programs Eligibility, EU 

Emissions Reduction 

The House returns from recess this week t o t ake up a number of measures, includ ing 

a bi ll t o repeal a law t hat requ ires 3 percent w ithholding on payments for government 

cont ractors, and legislation re lat ed t o el igibility for healt h insurance exchange 

subsidies, Medicaid and the Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP). 

The House is expected t o begin t he week w ith consideration of severa l measures 

under suspension of t he rules, includ ing a bi ll (H. R. 2594) t o prohibit operators of U.S. 

civil aircraft from participating in t he European Union emissions schemes, and six 

other bi lls, including public lands transfers measures. The House w ill also consider 

additional legislation under suspension of the ru les, including IRS code legislation and 

an Arizona land conveyance bi ll (H. R. 1904). 

Wednesday, the House is scheduled t o t ake up a bi ll t hat wou ld modify adjusted gross 

income levels for the purpose of determining eligibi lity for certa in healt h care-related 

programs. The House Ways and Means Committee approved the bi ll on a vote of 23-

12. The measure wou ld modify t he defin ition of income for det ermining el igibil ity for 

health insurance exchange subsid ies, Medicaid, and CHIP. The provision is t he same as 



one included in President Obama's deficit reduction plan. The bill would amend
Section 36B of the tax code to include the non-taxable portion of Social Security
benefits in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act’s definition of modified
adjusted gross income for determining eligibility.

The House is expected to vote on the 3 percent withholding repeal legislation (H.R.
674) at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday. That bill was approved by the House Ways and Means
Committee on October 13. The House Rules Committee is expected to meet October
25 to discuss floor debate for both H.R. 674 and H.R. 2576.

Senate Floor. The Senate is in recess this week.

House Floor. The House convenes today at 2:00 p.m. for legislative business and to
take up 7 measures under suspension of the rules.  Tuesday, and for the remainder of
the week, the House will take up three measures under suspension of the rules and
three measures subject to a rule. The House is not in session on Friday.

Key Hearings & Markups

Defense

The House Armed Services Committee will hold a hearing titled “Economic
Consequences of Defense Sequestration”: Wednesday, October 26 at 2:00 p.m.,
2118 Rayburn Building.

Education and Workforce

The Higher Education and Workforce Training Subcommittee of the House
Education and the Workforce Committee will hold a hearing titled “Government-
Run Student Loans: Ensuring the Direct Loan Program is Accountable to Students
and Taxpayers”: Tuesday, October 25 at 10:00 a.m., 2175 Rayburn Building.
The House Education and the Workforce Committee will mark up the Workforce
Democracy and Fairness Act: Wednesday, October 26 at 10:00 a.m., 2175
Rayburn Building.

Energy and Commerce

The Commerce, Manufacturing and Trade Subcommittee of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee will hold a hearing titled “Internet Gaming: Is there a
Safe Bet?”: Tuesday, October 25 at 10:30 a.m., 2123 Rayburn Building.
The Energy and Power Subcommittee of the House Energy and Commerce
Committee will hold a hearing on the Farm Dust Regulation Prevention Act of
2011: Tuesday, October 25 at 10:00 a.m., 2322 Rayburn Building.



Financial Services

The Insurance, Housing and Community Opportunity Subcommittee of the House
Financial Services Committee will hold a hearing titled “Insurance Oversight:
Policy Implications for U.S. Consumers, Businesses and Jobs”: Tuesday, October
25 at 2:00 p.m., 2128 Rayburn Building.
The International Monetary Policy and Trade Subcommittee of the House
Financial Services Committee will hold a hearing titled “The Eurozone Crisis and
Implications for the United States”: Tuesday, October 25 at 10:00 a.m., 2128
Rayburn Building.

Homeland Security

The Emergency Preparedness, Response and Communications Subcommittee of
the House Homeland Security Committee will hold a hearing titled “Five Years
Later: An Assessment of the Post Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act”:
October 26 at 10:00 a.m., 311 Cannon Building.

Natural Resources

The House Natural Resources Committee will hold an oversight hearing titled
“The President’s New National Ocean Policy – A Plan for Further Restrictions on
Ocean, Coastal and Inland Activities”: Wednesday, October 26 at 10:00 a.m.,
1324 Longworth Building.

Oversight and Government Reform

The House Oversight and Government Reform Committee will hold a hearing
titled “Lights Out II: Another Look at EPA’s MACT Rule”: Thursday, October 27 at
1:00 p.m., 2154 Rayburn Building.

Science and Technology

The Investigations and Oversight and the Energy and Environment
Subcommittees of the House Science, Space and Technology Committee will
hold a joint hearing to review the draft recommendations of the Blue Ribbon
Commission on America’s Nuclear Future: Thursday, October 27 at 10:00 a.m.,
2318 Rayburn Building.

Small Business

The House Small Business Committee will hold a hearing titled “Oversight of the
Small Business Administration’s Financing Programs”: Wednesday, October 26 at
1:00 p.m., 2360 Rayburn Building.



Transportation

The House Water Resources and Environment Subcommittee of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee will hold a hearing titled: “The
Economic Importance of Seaports: Is the United States Prepared for the 21st
Century Trade Realities?”: Wednesday, October 26 at 10:00 a.m., 2167 Rayburn
Building.

Ways and Means

The House Ways and Means Committee will hold a hearing on the U.S.-China
economic relationship, focusing on trade practices and non-tariff barriers that
hinder U.S. companies from competing in the domestic Chinese market: Tuesday,
October 25 at 10:00 a.m., 1100 Longworth Building

Super Committee

The Joint Select Deficit Reduction Committee will hold a hearing titled
“Discretionary Outlays, Security and Non-Security”: Wednesday, October 26 at
10:00 a.m., 216 Hart Building

September’s State and Regional Unemployment Rates Released 
On Friday, the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that 25
states experienced unemployment rate decreases in September, while 14 states
recorded rate increases and another 11 states saw no change. One territory saw its
jobless rate drop 0.9 percent to 15.1 percent in September. The national jobless rate
remained at 9.1 percent for the third month in a row and was 0.5 percentage points
lower than a year earlier. The regional jobless rate was highest in the West at 10.4
percent, despite a 0.2 percent drop over the previous month. Unemployment rates in
both the South (9.1 percent) and the Midwest (8.7 percent) remained unchanged for
the second month in a row, while the Northeast recorded the lowest rate of 8.2
percent, which is unchanged since July. For state unemployment rates and to view a
copy of the report visit:  http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/laus.pdf. 
NGA Contact:  Linda Lawson, 202/624-5369

 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Monday, October 24

1. Washington Reps Weekly Meeting, 1:30pm, Washington, DC, Hall of the States,
Room 283/5, Contact: Erin Cohan



To view the NGA calendar, go to:
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf
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House CR Clarifies Full-Year Cuts to WIA Statewide Activities Funding 

The House proposed FY2012 continuing resolution (H.J. Res. 79) amends a provision in 

the Depart ment of Defense and Fu ll-Year Continuing Appropriations Act of 2011 to 

cla rify t he congressional intent of a t wo-thirds reduction to t he 15 percent set-aside 

for statewide activit ies under t he Workforce Investment Act (WIA) . The original 

language in t he FY2011 bil l was unclear, and the U.S. Depart ment of Labor 

subsequently appl ied the cut t o only a single quarter of t he program year, pending 

further congressional action. The clarifying language in t he proposed CR reduces funds 

for statewide activit ies under W IA from 15 percent t o 5 percent for t he ent ire 2011 

fiscal year, amount ing t o approximately a $206 mi llion reduction of funds for states. 

Under t he bill, the funds that would have gone t o states wou ld be used in part t o fund 

a new federal competit ive grant program cal led the "Workforce Innovation Fund" . The 

remaining savings wou ld be passed down t o local workforce areas. The stat e is 

required to perform cert ain mandated activities w ith t he rema ining 5 percent of t he 

funds. To view t he provision in H.J. Res. 79 see page 14, Sec. 134: 

http· //rnles house gov/Media/file/PDF 112 1 / Floor Text / FY12CR%20FY1 1914 pdf. 



NGA Contact:  Linda Lawson, 202/624-5369

HHS Releases Information Regarding Partnership Options on Insurance Exchanges
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released additional information
yesterday regarding opportunities for states to partner with the federal government to
operate health insurance exchanges as required by the Affordable Care Act. Under the
proposed partnership model, states may choose to perform health plan management,
consumer assistance or both functions. If choosing to perform plan management, the
state would conduct plan analysis, monitoring and data collection while the federal
government would assist with consumer complaints and enrollment reconciliation. 
The consumer assistance model would allow the state to oversee in-person consumer
assistance, manage the Navigator program to help individuals sign up for insurance
and conduct outreach and education. The federal government would assist with
functions that can be centralized such as call center operations and website
management. These proposals were discussed yesterday during a meeting hosted by
HHS for state health officials. HHS is seeking feedback on these proposals as states
submit comments to the proposed rule on health exchange establishment for which
the comment period closes on September 28, 2011.
NGA Contact:  Heather Hogsett, 202/624-5360

Dept. of Ed Opens Statewide Data Systems Grant Competition 
The U.S. Department of Education is calling for state education agencies that did not
receive a fiscal year 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) grant to
apply for a new Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems (SLDS) Grant Program. Grants
will range from $1 million to $5 million for a three-year grant period. Although the
basic requirements for the program are specified in the America COMPETES Act, this
year’s competition will require states to focus on one of three priority areas:  early
childhood data, K–12 or postsecondary and/or workforce data. Within each priority
area, states must use grant funds to address minimum capacity requirements in three
categories: governance and policy requirements, technical requirements and data use
requirements. State applications are due by December 15, 2011. To view the grant
solicitation visit:
http://dataqualitycampaign.org/files/FY12%20SLDS%20Announcement.pdf?
utm_source=Data+Quality+Campaign&utm_campaign=b91c77f535-
3.23&utm_medium=email. 
NGA Contact:  Joan Wodiska, 202/624-5361; Patrick Baker, 202/624-5496

White House to Release NCLB Waiver Plan
On Friday, September 23rd, at 10:10am ET in a Rose Garden Ceremony, President
Obama and Secretary of Education Arne Duncan will release plans for their No Child
Left Behind waiver proposal for states.  The U.S. Department of Education extended
invitations to Governors from Race to the Top winning governors from Round I, II, and
the nine governors eligible for RTT Round III to attend the Rose Garden ceremony. The



White House also invited state chief state school officers.
NGA Contact:  Joan Wodiska, 202/624-5361

 

 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Tuesday, September 20

1. CANCELLED: Meeting of the Education, Early Childhood and Workforce Reps,
2:00pm

2. Meeting of the Economic Development and Commerce Reps: Discussion on
Priorities and Policy Process, 3:00pm, Washington, DC, NGA Governors
Conference Room, Conference call 1-877/261-8991; passcode 9668613#

3. (September 20-21) NGA Center for Best Practices Workshop: Public Private
Partnerships for Transportation - A Workshop for State Officials, Washington, DC
(Limited Attendance) Contact: Greg Dierkers

To view the NGA calendar, go to:
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf
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President Unveils Jobs Plan Before Joint Session of Congress 

Last night t he President presented his plan to boost t he economy and create jobs 

during a special joint-session of Congress. The plan ca lls for $447 bil lion in t ax 

reduct ions and spending and is to be fu lly paid for by adding t he amount t o t he t otal 

deficit reductions that are to be identified by t he Select Committ ee. Highlights of t he 

plan include reductions in employer payroll taxes and incentives for hiring new 

workers, an extension of t he 100% expensing provisions for new capital invest ments in 

2012; $35 bi llion for states to hi re or reh ire t eachers and first responders; $30 bi llion 

to modernize schools; $50 bi llion for surface t ransportat ion and funds to establish an 

infrastructure bank. The proposal also includes reforms to the unemployment system 

and ext ends benefits and encourages wi reless communications deployment and t he 

creation of a nationwide, interoperable wi reless system for first responders. To view a 

White House fact sheet on t he American Jobs Act, visit : 
http-(/www whjt ehouse goy/s jtes/default /fjles/jobs act pdf 

NGA Contact: David Quam . 202/624-5309 

Virginia Court Rejects Challenges to Health Reform Law 



Yesterday, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit threw out two challenges to
the federal health reform law by the State of Virginia and Liberty University.  Both
cases argued that the mandate in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) that requires nearly all Americans to buy health insurance is unconstitutional. 
In the case of Virginia ex rel. Cuccinelli v. Sebelius, the Court ruled that the state did
not have standing to challenge PPACA because “the sole provision challenged here –
the individual mandate – imposes no obligations” on the state itself.  In the case of
Liberty University Inc. v. Geithner, the court said the legal challenge was premature. To
view the Virginia opinion, go to: http://op.bna.com/hl.nsf/id/mapi-
8lhmzx/$File/virginia.pdf.  To view the opinion in the Liberty University case, visit:
http://op.bna.com/hl.nsf/r?Open=mapi-8lhn3c.
NGA Contact: David Quam, 202/624-5309

Senate Approves Patent Reform Bill 
The Senate yesterday approved 89-9 the House-passed version of the America Invents
Act (H.R. 1249).  The bill will shift the U.S. from a "first to invent" to a "first to file"
standard, establish a first window post grant review, and allow third parties to provide
information on pending applications.  The Senate defeated three amendments that
would have required all Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) fees be used for PTO
purposes, removed a provision to establish a new review process for business-method
patents and changed the way patent extensions are calculated. The bill now heads to
the President's desk for signature. 
NGA Contacts: David Parkhurst 202/624-5328; Abby Swienton, 202/624-5376

President Urges Infrastructure Investments; FAA Extension Bill Introduction
Expected in the House; THUD FY12 Appropriations Approved by House Panel 
During last night's speech on the American Jobs Act, the President urged Congress to
support an infrastructure bank aimed at attracting private capital to make loans for
projects based on need and benefits to the economy, referencing the BUILD Act (S.
652) introduced by Senators John Kerry (D-Mass.) and Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-Tex.) in
March.  In other transportation news, text of a Federal Aviation Authorization (FAA)
extension bill could be released by House Transportation and Infrastructure Chair John
Mica (R-Fla.) as early as today.  Finally, the House Appropriations Transportation-
Housing and Urban Development (THUD) Subcommittee approved by voice vote fiscal
year (FY) 2012 appropriations for THUD programs. The bill would cut federal-aid
highways obligation limitation from $41.107 billion in FY11 to $27 billion in FY12 and
mass transit obligation limits from $8.343 billion in FY11 to $5.2 billion in FY12, which
is consistent with the House-passed Ryan (R-Wis.) budget plan and House
Transportation and Infrastructure Chair Mica's reauthorization bill outline. The bill also
would cut Amtrak operating funding, would eliminate TIGER discretionary surface
transportation grants, and would not provide additional funding for high-speed rail or
for a new National Infrastructure Bank. Text of the appropriations bill is available at:



http://appropriations.house.gov/UploadedFiles/12THUD xml.pdf. 
NGA Contacts: David Parkhurst 202/624-5328; Abby Swienton, 202/624-5376

USDA Announces School Meal Pilot Opportunity 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has announced an invitation to state agencies that
administer the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program to apply
to participate in demonstration projects that will evaluate the effectiveness of directly
certifying students eligible for free meals using the Medicaid program. The
demonstration and evaluation projects will begin July 1, 2012, and will be phased in
over a three year period in a limited number of LEAs and States across the country. To
participate, states must notify USDA of their intent to apply by October 5, 2011 and
applications will be due December 5, 2011. For more information, visit:
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/whatsnew.htm 
NGA Contact: Joan Wodiska, 202/624-536; Patrick Baker, 202/624-5496

 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Friday, September 9

1. NGA Center for Best Practices Health Insurance Exchanges Workshop, Arlington,
Virginia, Crystal City Hyatt (Limited Attendance)

To view the NGA calendar, go to:
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf
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Administration Announces Efforts to Reduce Red Tape 

Yest erday, the White House Office of Information and Regulatory Affa irs announced 

that its efforts t o reduce regu lat ory red t ape cou ld yield $10 billion in savings over t he 

next five years. Earl ier this year t he Administrat ion announced efforts t o review all 

regulat ions w ith an objective of st reamlining or eliminating regulat ions that are overly 

burdensome and not cost effect ive. Severa l agencies have proposed ru les to make 

changes within thei r jurisd ict ion. Deta ils of the agency plans are availab le at 

www whjtehouse goy/21 stcenturygoy/act jons/21st-centtny-regulatory-system . 

NGA Contact : David Quam . 202/624-5309 

HHS Considering Models for State-Federal Partnership on Health Exchanges 

The Depart ment of Healt h and Human Services is considering several models for stat e

federal partnership for stat es t hat choose not to run t heir own healt h insurance 

exchange as requ ired by t he Accountab le Care Act. Several models being considered 

include one in which t he state wou ld establish and operat e a small business healt h 

options program (SHOP) exchange and t he federal government wou ld operat e an 

individual exchange. Ot her proposals include allowing t he state to maintain 

responsibil ity for governance and policy decisions while allowing t he federal 



government to operate the exchanges or allowing the state to create and operate the
exchanges while having the federal government or a third party perform a variety of
functions.  It is anticipated that these proposals will be discussed next month at the
NGA Center workshop on health exchanges as well as at a later meeting hosted by the
Department of Health and Human Services.
NGA Contact:  Heather Hogsett, 202/624-5360

 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Wednesday, August 24

1. Meeting of the Health and Human Services Committee: Update on Proposed
Rules on Health Exchanges and September NGA Health Exchanges Workshop,
3:00pm, Washington, DC, NGA Governors Conference Room, Conference call 

; passcode 

To view the NGA calendar, go to:
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf

 

NGA Correspondence

1. August 22, 2011 letter (from Governor O'Malley and Governor Mead) to Senate
National Guard Caucus Co-Chairs Senator Leahy and Senator Graham expression the
appreciation of the nation’s governors for their work to support the National Guard
and thanking them for introducing the National Guard Empowerment and State-
National Defense Integration Act of 2011. 

 

Press Clips

Press clips that are relevant to state issues and Governors' offices are available from
the NGA Office of Communications through the NGA Daily Email each Wednesday. In
addition, the clips page has links to national news sources, which can be accessed any
day of the week.

To view these press clips and links to national news sources, go to:
http://www.nga.org/cms/clips
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[ Tuesday, August 16, 2011 [ 

In this issue: 

1. Th is Just In 

2. Today's Meet ings/NGA Ca lendar 

This Just In 

This Just In headlines: 

Contact: 
Erin Cohan 
202-624-5300 

1. HHS and Treasury Release Proposed Rules on Health Exchanges 

2. DOT Publishes Final TIGER Grant NOFA 

For past editions of This Just In, visit : http-(/www nga org/cms/tii 

HHS and Treasury Release Proposed Rules on Health Exchanges 

Last week, the Depart ment of Hea lt h and Human Services and t he Depart ment of t he 

Treasury released t hree proposed ru les rega rding insurance exchanges t o be 

established under the Affordable Care Act . The ru les cover exchange el igibil ity and 

employer st andards, the health insurance premium t ax credit and Medicaid eligibi lity. 

The Medicaid eligibil ity ru le discusses how the exchange wi ll interact w ith Medicaid 

and t he Ch ildren's Healt h Insurance Program. The proposed ru le also includes t he 

increased Federal Medical Assistance Percent age (FMAP) rates t hat w ill be ava ilable to 

cover the expansion of Medicaid eligibil ity beginning in January 2014, and includes 

three proposed met hodologies for states to use t o apply t he appropriat e FMAP for 

expendit ures. 

NGA Contact: Heather Hogsett, 202/624-5360 

DOT Publishes Final TIGER Grant NOFA 

The U.S. Depart ment of Transportation (DOT) on Friday publ ished t he fi na l not ice of 

funding availab ility (NOFA) for the thi rd funding round of the Transportat ion 

Investment Generat ing Economic Recovery (TIGER) competit ive discretionary grant 

program, which includes additional details on t he project readiness charact eristics t hat 

DOT considers when eva luating applications. DOT is authorized t o award $527 million 

in TIGER grants that el igible states and local governments can use to complet e 



national infrastructure projects. Pre-applications must be submitted by October 3,
2011, and final applications are due by October 31, 2011. To view the final NOFA,
please go to: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-12/pdf/2011-20577.pdf.  
NGA Contacts: David Parkhurst, 202/624-5328; Abby Swienton, 202/624-5376

 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Tuesday, August 16

1. CANCELLED: Meeting of the Education, Early Childhood and Workforce Reps,
2:00pm

2. CANCELLED: Meeting of the Economic Development and Commerce Reps,
3:00pm

To view the NGA calendar, go to: 
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf
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[ Monday, August 15, 2011 [ 

In this issue: 

1. Th is Just In 

2. Today's Meet ings/NGA Ca lendar 

This Just In 

This Just In headlines: 

Contact: 
Erin Cohan 
202-624-5300 

1. HHS and USDA Announce New Flexibilities to Aid in Eligibility Determinations 

For past editions of This Just In, visit : http-(/www nga org/cms/tii 

HHS and USDA Announce New Flexibilities to Aid in Eligibility Determinations 
The Depart ments of Healt h and Human Services (HHS) and Agriculture (USDA) 

announced new fl exib ilities for states to integrat e el igibility determination systems for 

health and human services programs on Wednesday. As states develop new systems 

requ ired to operat e healt h insurance exchanges and implement other aspects of t he 

Affordable Care Act by January 2014, they are encouraged t o pursue an integrat ed 

eligibil ity system st rategy t hat wou ld al low other human services programs t o be 

included at a later dat e. In a letter t o states, HHS and USDA indicated t hat states may 

receive a t ime-limited exemption from federal cost allocat ion requ irements to al low 

programs such as Temporary Assistance for Needy Families and t he Supplemental 

Nutrit ion Assistance Program to ut ilize systems developed specifica lly for det ermining 

an individual's el igibility for healt h programs without sharing in t he common system 

development costs . The exception wi ll expire on December 31, 2015. 

NGA Contact : Heather Hogsett , 202/624-5360 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar 

Monday, August 15 

1. CANCELLED: Meeting of the Washington Reps, 1:30pm 



2. NGA Health and Human Services Committee Update on SDW: 2:30pm,
Washington, DC, NGA Governors Conference Room, Conference Call 1-877/261-
8991; passcode 6010576#
 

To view the NGA calendar, go to: 
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf
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[ Monday, August 15, 2011 [ 

In this issue: 

1. Th is Just In 

2. Today's Meet ings/NGA Ca lendar 

This Just In 

This Just In headlines: 

Contact: 
Erin Cohan 
202-624-5300 

1. HHS and USDA Announce New Flexibilities to Aid in Eligibility Determinations 

For past editions of This Just In, visit : http-(/www nga org/cms/tii 

HHS and USDA Announce New Flexibilities to Aid in Eligibility Determinations 
The Depart ments of Healt h and Human Services (HHS) and Agriculture (USDA) 

announced new fl exib ilities for states to integrat e el igibility determination systems for 

health and human services programs on Wednesday. As states develop new systems 

requ ired to operat e healt h insurance exchanges and implement other aspects of t he 

Affordable Care Act by January 2014, they are encouraged t o pursue an integrat ed 

eligibil ity system st rategy t hat wou ld al low other human services programs t o be 

included at a later dat e. In a letter t o states, HHS and USDA indicated t hat states may 

receive a t ime-limited exemption from federal cost allocat ion requ irements to al low 

programs such as Temporary Assistance for Needy Families and t he Supplemental 

Nutrit ion Assistance Program to ut ilize systems developed specifica lly for det ermining 

an individual's el igibility for healt h programs without sharing in t he common system 

development costs . The exception wi ll expire on December 31, 2015. 

NGA Contact: Heather Hogsett , 202/624-5360 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar 

Monday, August 15 

1. CANCELLED: Meeting of the Washington Reps, 1:30pm 



2. NGA Health and Human Services Committee Update on SDW: 2:30pm,
Washington, DC, NGA Governors Conference Room, Conference Call 

; passcode 

To view the NGA calendar, go to: 
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf
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[ Friday, August 5, 2011 [ 

In this issue: 

1. This Just In 

2. Front and Center (Cent er Weekly Report t o St ate 
Policymakers) 

3. Center Applicatjon and Event Opport1rn jtjes 

4. NGA Correspondence 

5. Thjs .lust In (Text Yersjon) 

This Just In 

This Just In headlines: 

1. FAA Shutdown Resolved This Morning 

Contact: 
Erin Cohan 
202-624-5300 

2. FCC Requests Additional Comments on Universal Service Fund and lntercarrier 

Compensation Reform Proposals 

http://www.nga.org/cms/render/l ive/tji 

(Text version of This Just In below) 

Front & Center 

"Front and Center" del ivers weekly informat ion on Center project s and events, stat e 

best pract ices, federal policies affect ing stat es, links to respected research, and quick 

analysis on hot t opics. This week's highlight s: Young Farmers; Crime Fund; Tech jobs; 

Degree Complet ion; Nursing Loans. 

http://www. nga .org/cms/re nder /l ive/center /fc 

Center Application and Event Opportunities 

1. NGA Center Policy Forum on Early Dropout Prevention t hrough M iddle School 



Reform -- The NGA Center for Best Practices is holding a policy forum on Early
Dropout Prevention through Middle School Reform.

2. NGA Center Hosts Policy Forum on Evaluating Principal Effectiveness -- The NGA
Center for Best Practices, the Council of Chief State School Officers, and the
National Conference of State Legislatures are holding a policy forum on
Evaluating Principal Effectiveness.

3. NGA Center Offers Grant Opportunity to Strengthen Postsecondary
Accountability Systems -- As the concluding action of the 2010-11 NGA Chair's
Initiative Complete to Compete, the NGA Center released a Request for Proposals
(RFP) to all states in good standing to participate in a policy academy on
strengthening postsecondary accountability systems.

4. Health Insurance Exchange Workshop -- The NGA Center is hosting a states-only
workshop on health insurance exchanges September 8-9, 2011 in Arlington,
Virginia.

5. Identifying, Evaluating and Scaling Best Practices in STEM Education -- NGA
Center is hosting a webinar on Thursday, September 15 from3:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET
to discuss identifying, evaluating, and scaling best practices in STEM Education.

6. NGA Center Workshop: Public Private Partnerships for Transportation -- The NGA
Center is partnering with the National Conference of State Legislatures to create
a Workshop on Public-Private Partnerships in Transportation (P3
Workshop) September 20-21, 2011 in Washington D.C.

 

NGA Correspondence/News Releases

1. August 4, 2011 letter (from Governor Heineman and Governor Markell) to
House Judiciary Committee Chairman Lamar Smith and Ranking Member John
Conyers urging Congress to oppose H.R.1439, the "Business Activity Tax
Simplification Act of 2011". As with similar bills in previous Congresses, this bill
represents an unwarranted federal intrusion into state affairs that will harm
states’ ability to manage their finances and assist in recovery.

To view this letter, go to:

http://www.nga.org/cms/render/live/letters

 

This Just In (Text Version)

FAA Shutdown Resolved This Morning 
During today's pro forma session, the Senate approved under unanimous consent the



House-passed Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) extension (H.R. 2553) through
September 16, 2011, to end the FAA shutdown that began on July 23.  H.R. 2553
includes provisions that would reduce Essential Air Services subsidies to some rural
airports, but U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary LaHood is expected to use
his authority to waive many of the targeted airports from the subsidy cuts.
NGA Contacts: David Parkhurst; Abby Swienton
NGA Contact: David Parkhurst , 202/624-5328; Abby Swienton , 202/624-5376

FCC Requests Additional Comments on Universal Service Fund and Intercarrier
Compensation Reform Proposals  
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) on Wednesday issued a further notice
of inquiry in its federal Universal Service Fund (USF) and intercarrier compensation
(ICC) reform proceeding after the agency voted in February to begin reforming the
systems. The notice requests public comment on reform proposals the agency has
received including the "America's Broadband Connectivity Plan" submitted last week
by six major telecommunications firms, which proposes to establish two new universal
service programs, the Connect America Fund and an Advanced Mobility/Satellite Fund,
to subsidize broadband in high cost rural areas where broadband is unavailable. The
FCC's inquiry includes questions on the state role in a new universal service structure,
such as if states should collect information regarding customer complaints and
whether states could assess certain eligibility triggers that would determine if a
provider is eligible for universal service support under a new right-of-first-refusal
model for incumbent providers. To view America's Broadband Connectivity Plan,
please go to: http://americasbroadbandconnectivity.org/the-plan/ . For more
information on the FCC's inquiry, please go to:
http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs public/attachmatch/DA-11-1348A1.pdf . 
NGA Contact: David Parkhurst , 202/624-5328; Abby Swienton , 202/624-5376
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I n this issue: 

1. This Just In 
2. Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar 
3. NGA Correspondence 

This Just In 

This Just In headlines: 

1. This Week in Congress 
2. House Passes CJS Appropriations Bill 

Contact: 
Erin Cohan 
202-624-5300 

For the online version and past editions of This Just In, visit: 
http: //www.nga.org/cms/tji 

Legislative Focus: Export-Import Bank, Defense Authorization, Mobile 
Workforce, Violence Against Women Act 

The House is set to take up defense authorization the May 14 week, while the 
Senate is expected to continue work on legislation to reauthorize the Export
Import Bank. 

The Senate is expected to begin the week with votes on several judicial 
nominations, including that of George Levi Russell III to be a U.S. district judge 
for Maryland, and John J. Tharp Jr. to be a U.S. district judge for the Northern 
District of Ill inois. Once these votes are complete, the Senate will vote on a 
cloture motion on the Export-Import Bank reauthorization bill (H.R. 2072), 
which the House approved last week on a vote of 330-93. The bank's current 
charter is set to expire May 31. 

If the Export-Import Bank legislation is approved, Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-Nev.) has said he may bring up the Small Business Jobs and Tax Relief 
Act (S. 2237) this week. The bill would provide a temporary 100 percent 
depreciation credit for small businesses and offer a 10 percent tax credit for 
small firms that increase their payrolls through either new hires or wage 
increases during 2012. The maximum credit per employer would be capped at 
$500,000. 

The House will spend most of the week on the FY 2013 Defense authorization 
bill (H.R. 4310), which cleared the House Armed Services Committee May 10. 
The measure authorizes $554 billion in funding for national defense activities of 
the Department of Defense and defense-related programs in the Department of 
Energy. An additional $88 billion in funding was authorized for overseas 



contingency operations, bringing the total authorization level to $642 billion.
The House Rules Committee is scheduled to meet May 15 to consider a rule for
the floor debate of the DOD bill. 

The House is also expected to consider several measures under suspension of
the rules, including a bill (H.R. 365) that would create a stronger nationwide
network for “blue alerts,” public announcements made when law enforcement
officers are either injured or killed in the line of duty. In addition, the House will
take up the Mobile Workforce State Income Tax Simplification Act (H.R. 1864),
which would limit the authority of states to tax the income of non-resident
employees who work for a limited amount of time in the state, allowing such
individuals to be taxed only if they work in the state for 31 days or more.

The House also plans to take up the Violence Against Women Reauthorization
Act (H.R. 4970), depending on action by the House Rules Committee.

Senate Floor. The Senate convenes at 2:00 p.m. today and is expected to
consider Export-Import Bank reauthorization legislation and several judicial
nominations.

House Floor. The House is not in session today but will convene at 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday to take up 11 measures under suspension of the rules, including the
Mobile Workforce bill (H.R. 1864).  Wednesday, and for the remainder of the
week, the House is scheduled to consider two measures subject to a rule,
including the Defense authorization bill.

Key Hearings & Markups
Appropriations

The House Appropriations Committee will mark up draft legislation that
would make fiscal 2013 appropriations for the Department of Homeland
Security and related programs and agencies: Wednesday, May 16, 10:00
a.m., 2359 Rayburn Building.
The House Appropriations Committee will mark up draft legislation that
would make fiscal 2013 appropriations for military construction programs:
Wednesday, May 16, 10:00 a.m., 2359 Rayburn Building.
The House Appropriations Committee will meet to consider a report on
the revised suballocations of budget allocations for fiscal 2013:
Wednesday, May 16, 10:00 a.m., 2359 Rayburn Building.
The House Financial Services and General Government Subcommittee of
the House Appropriations Committee will hold hearing on proposed fiscal
2013 appropriations for departments, agencies and programs under its
jurisdiction: Date and Time TBA, 2359 Rayburn Building.

Armed Services

The Senate Airland Subcommittee of the Senate Armed Services
Committee will mark up portions of the fiscal 2013 defense authorization
under its jurisdiction: Tuesday, May 22, 3:30 p.m. CLOSED, 232-A Russell
Building.
The Senate Armed Services Committee will mark up the fiscal 2013
defense authorization: Wednesday, May 23, 2:30 p.m., CLOSED, 222
Russell Building; Thursday, May 24, 9:30 a.m., CLOSED, 222 Russell
Building; Friday, May 25, 9:30 a.m., (if needed), CLOSED, 222 Russell



Building.

Conference Committee

The House and Senate Conferees will meet to consider legislation that
would reauthorize federal highway programs: TBA, 216 Hart Building.

Education and the Workforce

The Early Childhood, Elementary and Secondary Education Subcommittee
of the House Education and Workforce Committee will hold a hearing
titled “Exploring State Successes in Expanding Parent and Student
Options:” May 16, 10:00 a.m., Rayburn Building.

Energy and Commerce

The Communications and Technology Subcommittee of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee will hold an oversight hearing on broadband
loans and grants funded by provisions of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act.

Finance

The Senate Finance Committee will hold a hearing titled “Tax Reform:
What It Could Mean for Tribes and Territories.” Tuesday, May 15, 10:00
a.m., 215 Dirksen Building.

Judiciary

The Senate Judiciary Committee will vote on pending nominations and
mark up pending legislation including 2. 2086, a bill to improve security at
state and local courthouses: Thursday, May 17, 10:00 a.m.
The House Judiciary Committee will hold a hearing on the implementation
of the Leahy-Smith America Invents Act: May 16, 10:00 a.m., 2141
Rayburn Building.
The immigration Policy and Enforcement Subcommittee of the House
Judiciary Committee will hold a hearing on legislation that would direct
the Secretary of State to address inefficiencies in the visa processing
system that discourage overseas businesses and leisure travel to the
United States.
The Intellectual Property, Competition and the Internet Subcommittee of
the House Judiciary Committee will hold an oversight hearing titled
“Health Care Consolidation and Competition after PPACA:” May 18, 9:30
a.m., 2141 Rayburn Building.

Natural Resources

The House Natural Resources Committee will hold a Subcommittee Field
Hearing on Efforts to Promote Effective Forest Management: Monday,
May 14 at 9:00 a.m., Montrose Elks Civil Bldg., 107 S. Cascade Ave.,
Montrose, Colo.

Senate Appropriations



The Senate Homeland Security Subcommittee of the Senate
Appropriations Committee will mark up draft legislation that would make
fiscal 2013 appropriations for departments, agencies, and programs under
its jurisdiction: Tuesday, May 15 at 3:30 p.m.., 192 Dirksen Bldg.
The Senate Military Construction. Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies
Subcommittee of the Senate Appropriations Committee will mark up draft
legislation that would make fiscal 2013 appropriations for programs under
its jurisdiction: Tuesday, May 15 at 11:00 a.m., 138 Dirksen Building.
The Senate Defense Subcommittee will hold a hearing on the FY2013
appropriations: May 16, 10:30 a.m., and May 17, 2:00 p.m., SCV-217
Capitol Visitor Center.
The Senate Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Subcommittee
will hold hearings on proposed FY2013 appropriations for departments,
agencies, and programs under its jurisdiction: Wednesday, May 16, 10:30
a.m., 124 Dirksen Building.
The Senate Appropriations Committee will mark up draft legislation that
would make fiscal 2013 appropriations for the Department of Homeland
Security and related programs and agencies: Thursday, May 17, Time TBA
(Tentative), 192 Dirksen Building.
The Senate Appropriations Committee will mark up draft legislation that
would make fiscal 2013 appropriations for military construction and
programs: Thursday, May 17, Time TBA (Tentative), 192 Dirksen Building.
The Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related
Agencies Subcommittee of the Senate Appropriations Committee will hold
hearings on proposed fiscal 2013 appropriations for departments,
programs and agencies: Date and Time TBA, 124 Dirksen Building.

Veterans Affairs

The Economic Opportunity Subcommittee of the House Veterans’ Affairs
Subcommittee will hold a hearing on the April 27 Executive Order 13607
that aims to protect veterans from aggressive and deceptive targeting by
educational institutions, especially for-profit schools: May 16, 2:00 p.m.,
340 Cannon Building.
The House Veterans Affairs Committee will hold an oversight hearing titled
“Reviewing the Implementation of Major Provisions of the VOW [Veterans
Opportunity to Work] to hire Heroes Act of 2011:” May 31, 10:15 a.m.,
224 Cannon Building.

Ways and Means

The Human Resources Subcommittee of the House Ways and Means
Committee will hold a hearing on the spending by the states on the
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANIF) program: May 17, 2:00
p.m., Longworth Building.

House Passes CJS Appropriations Bill
The House of Representatives passed H.R. 5326, the Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2013 last week
by a vote of 247-163. The bill provides $24.9 billion for the Department of
Justice, an increase of approximately $11 billion above the FY 2012 level. State
and local law enforcement assistance programs would receive $962.5 million,
including $392 million for the Byrne JAG program and $165 million for the State



Criminal Alien Assistance Program. Ahead of final passage, an amendment
offered by Rep. Michael Grimm (R-N.Y.) was approved that increased funding
for the Community Oriented Policing Services hiring program to $166 million,
the same as the FY 2012 levels. A second amendment offered by Rep. Jon
Runyan (R-Mich.) increased funding for the Office of Violence Against Women
to $420 million, an increase of approximately $8 million above the FY 2012
level. The Senate is expected to take up its bill in the next few weeks. A final
version of the House passed bill can be found here.
NGA Contacts: Heather Hogsett, 202-624-5360; Mike Obrock, 202-624-5360

 

Today's Meetings

Monday, May 14

1. Washington Reps Weekly Meeting, 1:30pm, Washington, DC, Hall of the
States, Room 283/5, Contact: Erin Cohan

To view the NGA calendar, go to:

http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf

 

NGA Correspondence

1. May 11, 2012 letter (from Governor Heineman and Governor Markell) to
Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works Chairman Barbara
Boxer and House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
Chairman John Mica encouraging the enactment of a new authorization
bill that meets the needs of states and provides the level of federal policy
and funding predictability and stability states need to invest wisely in our
surface transportation infrastructure.
 

2. May 11, 2012 letter (from Governor Malloy and Governor Daugaard) to
Senate Committee on Environment andd Public Works Chairman Barbara
Boxer and House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
Chairman John Mica supporting the enactment of a new, long-term
transportation authorization bill and urging adoption of several provisions
added to the legislation during consideration in the Senate.
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In this issue: l Contact: 

1. This Just In l Erin Cohan 

2. Today's Meet ings/NGA Ca lendar l 202-624-5300 

3. NGA News Re leases 

This Just In 

This Just In headlines: 

1. House Passes Depart ment of Energy Appropriations Bi ll 

House Passes Department of Energy Appropriations Bill 

Last week, the House approved t he Energy and Water appropriat ions bil l which funds 

the Depart ment of Energy (DOE), the Corps of Engineers and t he Bureau of Land 

Management. The overa ll cost of the bi ll is $1 bi llion less t han fiscal year 2011 levels. 

The proposa l would reduce $141 mi llion from t he Weatherizat ion Assistance Program 

(WAP) for a tot al of $33 mi llion. The Committee report stated t hat t he DOE has t he 

authority to alter the WAP funding formula t o give t he funds t o states that spent all of 

thei r Weatherizat ion funds provided in t he American Recovery and Re investment Act 

(ARRA). The House passed by voice vote an amendment by Representat ive Todd Young 

(R-lnd .) t o prohibit t he use of funds to pay DOE employees for implementat ion of 

WAP funds received t hrough ARRA. The bi ll proposes t o reduce funding to t he State 

Energy Program by half for a t otal of $25 mil lion. Overa ll t he office of Energy 

Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE) wou ld receive $491 mil lion less t han fiscal 

year 2011; fossi l energy research wou ld receive an increase of $32 mill ion over fisca l 

year 2011 levels and t he DOE Loan Guarantee program wou ld receive an increase of 

$160 mi llion. The Corps of Engineers would rece ive an increase of $706 mi llion for its 

Operations and Maintenance and a decrease of $47 mi llion for const ruct ion. W it h t he 

except ion of an amendment by Represent ative Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) t o increase t he 

EERE budget by $10 mi llion with an offset to Depart mental Admin ist ration, the House 

defeated a series of amendment s that would have alternat ely reduced or increased 

funding to the EERE account. Many of t he amendments would have transferred t he 

savings t o t he spending reduct ion account. The House agreed t o an amendment by 

Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA) t hat wou ld increase funding for t he Advanced 



Research Projects Agency-Energy program by decreasing funding for the Departmental
Administration. The House defeated an amendment by Representative Jim Moran (D-
Va.) to strike language that prohibits funds from being used by the Corps to
implement new guidance related to the definition of Waters of the U.S. The House
passed by voice vote an amendment by Representative Bill Flores (R-Tex.) to prohibit
the use of funds to enforce a law that prohibits federal agencies from procuring
synthetic fuel unless its life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions are less than those for
conventional petroleum sources. The House also passed an amendment by
Representative Brad Sherman (D-CA) to prohibit the use of funds to be used for any
portion of EERE’s international activities in China.
NGA Contact: Michele Nellenbach, 202/624-5333

http://www.nga.org/cms/tji

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Tuesday, July 19

1. CANCELLED: Meeting of the Education, Early Childhood and Workforce Reps,
2:00pm

2. CANCELLED: Meeting of the Economic Development and Commerce Reps,
3:00pm

To view the NGA calendar, go to:

http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf

NGA News Releases

1. NGA Kicks off 103rd Annual Meeting in Utah
2. Trade and Investment Key to Domestic Economic Growth and Job Creation
3. Governors Focus on Opportunities in the Energy Sector
4. Higher Education Key to Economic Competitiveness
5. Health Insurance Exchanges Focus of Governors Session
6. Governors Examine Emergency Preparedness
7. Economic Initiative Announced by New NGA Chair
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In this issue: 

1. Th is Just In 

2. Today's Meet ings/NGA Ca lendar 

3. NGA News Re leases 

This Just In 

This Just In headlines: 

Contact: 
Erin Cohan 
202-624-5300 

1. House Labor Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Discusses WIA Set-Aside 

2. U.S. Supreme Court Concludes Oral Arguments on Health Care Law 

For the online version and past editions of This Just In, visit : 
bttp-(/www nga org/cms/tii 

House Labor Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Discusses WIA Set-Aside 

Yest erday, the House Appropriations Committ ee, Labor, Health and Human Services, 

Educat ion, and Re lat ed Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee held a hearing on t he 

Depart ment of Labor's budget request for fisca l year 2013. Chairman Rehberg (R

Mont .) questioned Secretary of Labor Sol is specifica lly about t he governor's set-aside 

under t he Workforce Investment Act . Secretary Solis indicated t hat set-aside funds 

have been moved t o support ot her programs. Rehberg noted t hat reducing t he set

aside from 15% to 5% was not int ended t o be permanent, and t hat the subcommittee 

wou ld be close ly examining t he status of the set-aside during t his year's 

appropriat ion's deliberat ions. 

NGA Contact: Joan Wod iska , 202/624-5361; Craig Sundstrom . 202/624-3623 

U.S. Supreme Court Concludes Oral Arguments on Health Care Law 

The U.S. Supreme Court yesterday completed ora l arguments on constitutional issues 

associat ed w ith t he new federal healt h care law. Pub. L. 111-148, as 

amended. Yesterday's morning argument examined whether portions of t he law could 

remain in force if t he Court were to st rike down t he individual mandate as 

unconst itutional. The just ices considered three positions: (1) if t he mandate goes t he 

ent ire law must be st ruck down, (2) if t he mandat e is unconst itutional ot her sect ions 



of the law must be struck down too, or (3) if the mandate is struck down the rest of
the law still stands. National Federation of Independent Business, et al. v. Sebelius and
Florida, et al. v. Department of Health and Human Services (Nos. 11-393 and 11-
400). The afternoon argument addressed the coercive effect on the states from the
law’s expansion of Medicaid. Florida, et al. v. Department of Health and Human
Services (No. 11-400). Copies of yesterday’s transcripts are available here and here .
Opinions are expected in these cases by late June. 
NGA Contact:  David Parkhurst, 202-624-5328

 

 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Thursday, March 29

1. Meeting of the Natural Resources Reps: Briefing on Edison Electric Institute’s
Troops to Energy Initiative, 1:00pm, Washington, DC, NGA Governors
Conference Room, Conference call 1-877-261-8991; passcode 5057912#

2. Meeting of the Homeland Security and Public Safety Reps: Briefing on Fusion
Centers and , 2:00pm, Washington, DC, NGA Governors Conference Room,
Conference Call ; passcode 

To view the NGA calendar, go to: 

http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf

 

NGA News Releases

1. Governors to Hold Biennial Seminar in California
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House Budget Released 

House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-W isc.) re leased the House FY 2013 

budget proposal yest erday cal ling for changes t o t he t ax code and ent it lement 

programs along w ith cuts in spending. The plan ca lls for $3.530 t r illion in spending for 

2013 and $2.734 t r ill ion in revenues, generating a deficit of $797 bi llion for t he fisca l 

year. Non-defense domestic spending is set at $1.028 t rillion, which is below t he 

$1.047 limit put in place by t he Budget Cont rol Act . The plan also cal ls for six House 

committees t o come up w ith $261 bi llion in spending cuts over t he next 11 years, 

block grants the Medicaid program and reduces the number of individual income tax 

brackets from six to two. 

NGA Contacts: David Quam . 202-624-5309 

Senate Votes On JOBS Amendment, Export-Import Bank Reauthorization 

The Senate yest erday fai led to approve t wo amendment s relating to the House-passed 

JOBS Act (H.R. 3606). The first was a Democrat ic substitute t o address concerns 

rega rding invest or protections in t he JOBS Act . The second was an amendment by 

Senator Cantwe ll (D-Wash.) that would have reauthorized t he Export-Import Bank 

through 2015 and gradually increase its current loan limit from $100 bi llion to $140 



billion. The Senate is scheduled to proceed to a cloture vote today on the underlying
JOBS Act, which is a package of six bills designed to help startups and entrepreneurs
access capital and create jobs. NGA Contacts:  David Parkhurst, 202-624-5328; Rachael
Mason, 202-624-5376 

Workforce Investment Act Reauthorization Bill Introduced
Yesterday, U.S. Representatives John Tierney (D-Mass.), Ruben Hinojosa (D-Tex.), and
George Miller (D-Calif.) introduced a bill to reauthorize the Workforce Investment Act
(WIA) of 1998. According to the bill sponsors, the Workforce Investment Act of 2012
aims to streamline workforce programs and will require states to establish unified
plans to coordinate job training, adult education and postsecondary education
programs. The legislation also establishes performance measures for WIA programs
and expands access for adults, youth and disabled individuals. The bill comes one
week prior to Secretary of Labor Solis’ scheduled appearance before the Labor, Health
and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies Subcommittee of the House
Appropriations Committee on proposed fiscal 2013 appropriations.
NGA Contacts:  Joan Wodiska, 202-624-5361; Craig Sundstrom, 202-624-3623

 

Today's Meetings

Wednesday, March 21

1. Meeting of the Health and Human Services Reps: Discussion on Health Insurance
Exchange Regulation, 2:00pm, Washington, DC, NGA Governors Conference
Room, Conference call 1-877-261-8991; passcode 6010576#

2. Briefing on the Work Opportunity Tax Credit, 3:00pm, Washington, DC, NGA
Governors Conference Room, Conference Call ; passcode

To view the NGA calendar, go to: 

http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf

Press Clips

Press clips that are relevant to state issues and governors' offices are available from
the NGA Office of Communications through the NGA Daily Email each Wednesday. In
addition, the clips page has links to national news sources, which can be accessed any
day of the week.

To view these press clips and links to national news sources, go to:



http://www.nga.org/cms/clips
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President Obama Signs Payroll Tax Bill 

President Obama yest erday signed the "Middle Class Tax Re lief and Job Creat ion Act", 

which ext ends the payroll tax holiday t hrough t he end of the year. The bi ll also 

extends Unemployment Insurance benefits, prevent s t he scheduled cut in Medicare 

payments to doctors, and includes t he reallocation of the D-block to publ ic safety; a 

long-time priority of NGA. In addition, the bi ll ext ends through the end of 2012 the 

Medicare qual ified individual (QI) programs for stat es t o cover Part B premiums for 

qual ifying seniors, and transitional medica l assist ance (TMA) for low-income fami lies 

who are t ransitioning into employment. The bill also extends t he Temporary Assistance 

for Needy Families (TANF) program for one year. The House and Senat e approved t he 

bi ll February 17. 

NGA Contact: David Quam . 202/624-5309 

CMS Releases Two Final Rules 

Yest erday, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services re leased two fi na l rules 

pursuant to the Affordable Care Act of 2010 (ACA). The fi rst rule cod ifies requ irement s 

to increase transparency of t he Medicaid wa iver development and approval processes 



at the state and federal levels. The second rule outlines the steps states may pursue in
order for a state to receive a state innovation waiver to provide comprehensive,
affordable health insurance under section 1332 of the ACA. The final rule for Section
1115 may be found here. The final rule for Section 1332 may be found here. 
NGA Contact:  Heather Hogsett, 202-624-5360; William Garner, 202-624-5369

HHS Announces Affordable Insurance Exchange Grants
Yesterday, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced nearly
$229 million in Affordable Insurance Exchange awards to help create Health Insurance
Exchanges (Exchanges) in Arkansas, Colorado, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Minnesota,
Nevada, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and Tennessee. HHS anticipates these
awards will give recipients increased resources and flexibility in developing their
respective Exchanges. For the HHS press release, visit this link. 
NGA Contact:  Heather Hogsett, 202-624-5360; William Garner, 202-624-5369

Supreme Court Issues Opinion in Medicaid Case 
 The U.S. Supreme Court yesterday in a 5-4 decision sidestepped whether, under the
Supremacy Clause, private parties may pursue legal action against a state law that the
parties believe federal law preempted, even if the underlying federal law does not
create a direct right to take legal action.  Douglas v. Independent Living Center of
Southern California (No. 09-958, consolidated) involved new California laws that
reduced the reimbursement rates paid to Medicaid providers and beneficiaries.  Those
providers and beneficiaries argued that the California statutes violated federal
Medicaid law and secured temporary injunctions blocking implementation.  Before the
Court heard the case last October, however, the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) in an administrative action held that the California statutes did
not violate federal Medicaid law.  The Court’s opinion yesterday vacated the
injunctions and remanded the cases back to the Ninth Circuit for the parties to argue
the legality of the California laws subject now to the HHS administrative decision.  This
would change the legal standard of review and increase judicial deference to the HHS
decision, making it very difficult for the parties to win.  Chief Justice Roberts, in
dissent, argued that there was no private right of action permitted under federal
Medicaid law and that the Supremacy Clause does not provide a default right of
action.  NGA filed an amicus curiae brief in support of California in this case. 

Also yesterday, the U.S. Supreme Court, in a unanimous opinion, reversed a Montana
Supreme Court decision that a power company owed the State nearly $41 million in
rent for eight years of riverbed use (PPL Montana, LLC v. Montana [No. 10-218]).  In
2003, parents of Montana schoolchildren filed a federal suit claiming that the power
company's dam facilities were on riverbeds that were state-owned and part of
Montana's school trust lands.  The Court held that the Montana Supreme Court
misinterpreted its rules of navigability-in-fact for title under the "equal footing"



doctrine.  
NGA Contact:  David Parkhurst, 202/624-5309

 

Today's Meetings

Thursday, February 23

1. CANCELLED: Meeting of the Nautral Resources Reps, 1:00pm
2. CANCELLED: Meeting of the Homeland Security and Public Safety Reps, 2:00pm
3. (February 23-25) National Association of State Liaisons for Workforce

Development Partnerships – Winter Meeting, Washington, DC, Contact: Martin
Simon

 

2012 NGA Winter Meeting Information

Advance Registration for the NGA 2012 Winter Meeting closed at Noon (EST) on
Wednesday, February 22, 2012. You may register onsite at the JW Marriott Hotel
beginning at 8:00 a.m. Saturday, February 25. Contact the hotel (202-393-2000)
directly if you need housing; however, you may find the hotel is sold out on some
nights during the meeting and if rooms are available, they may be at a rate higher
than the NGA meeting rate.

Program Information 
The websites contain information on the business agenda for the meeting.  Be sure to
check again during the coming weeks for program updates.

Housing Information
Special reduced rates are available through the NGA housing block at the JW Marriott
Hotel. Attendees are encouraged to book their hotel rooms online through the NGA
websites. By using the Marriott room block reserved for NGA attendees, you are
helping the association better manage meeting costs.

Special Registration and Security Notice 
Each meeting attendee must present two forms of identification, including a current,
government issued photo id (driver's license or passport), to have photo ID credentials
made and receive meeting materials.  The second form of identification must confirm
the individual’s business affiliation (business card or organizational ID); personal credit
cards are not a valid form of identification.  Security personnel will be stationed
throughout the meeting facility, and NGA meeting credentials will be required to



access the meeting room floors.  No exceptions will be made. 

For questions about meeting logistics, contact Susan Dotchin at  sdotchin@nga.org or
202-624-5327.
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President Obama Denies Keystone Permit 

Yest erday, the Obama Administrat ion declined to issue a permit for the Keystone XL 

pipeline which was to carry oil from Canada's t ar sands t o t he U.S. Gulf of Mexico. The 

President had a Congressionally-mandated deadline of February 21 to make the 

decision. TransCanada, the pipeline company, can reapply for t he permit w ith an 

alternat ive rout e that must be negotiated with the State of Nebraska. 

NGA Contact : M iche le Nellenbach. 202-624-5333 

White House Issues New Report on State Implementation of Health Insurance 

Exchanges 

Yest erday, the White House re leased a report on the diverse approaches taken by 

twenty-eight states rega rding the establishment of healt h insurance exchanges. To 

read the report, please visit http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/defau lt/fi les/Ol-18-

12 exchange report.pdf. 

NGA Contacts: Heather Hogsett , 202-624-5360; Wil liam Garner. 202-624-5369 

House Passes Debt Limit Increase Disapproval Resolution 



Yesterday, in a 236 to 176 vote, the House passed H.J. Res. 98 disapproving the $1.2
trillion increase in the debt limit to $16.394 trillion. The resolution is not expected to
pass in the Senate. Should the resolution pass in the Senate, it is not likely that either
house could get the two-thirds majority needed to override President Obama’s
expected veto.  
NGA Contact: David Quam, 202-624-5309

 

Today's Meetings

Thursday, January 19

1. Meeting of the Nautral Resources Reps: Briefing by USDA and the Department of
the Navy on Advanced Biofuels Development, 1:00pm, Washington, DC, NGA
Governors Conference Room, Conference call 1-877-261-8991 passcode:
5057912#.

2. Meeting of the Homeland Security and Public Safety Reps, 2:00pm, Washington,
DC, NGA Governors Conference Room, Conference call 

2012 NGA Winter Meeting Information

The registration and housing websites are now available for the 2012 NGA Winter
Meeting, which will be held in Washington, D.C., Friday-Monday, February 24-27.

Registration and housing arrangements for governors, their spouses and other family
members, staff and security can be made on
http://www.subnet.nga.org/WM12/dx2/gov/

Arrangements for other attendees from state, federal, foreign and local government
offices; governors associations; business; nonprofits; media; and family members of
any of these attendees can be made on http://www.subnet.nga.org/WM12/a9m/gen/

Program Information 
The websites contain information on the business agenda for the meeting.  Be sure to
check again during the coming weeks for program updates.

Housing Information
Special reduced rates are available through the NGA housing block at the JW Marriott
Hotel. Attendees are encouraged to book their hotel rooms online through the NGA
websites. By using the Marriott room block reserved for NGA attendees, you are



helping the association better manage meeting costs.

Special Registration and Security Notice 
Each meeting attendee must present two forms of identification, including a current,
government issued photo id (driver's license or passport), to have photo ID credentials
made and receive meeting materials.  The second form of identification must confirm
the individual’s business affiliation (business card or organizational ID); personal credit
cards are not a valid form of identification.  Security personnel will be stationed
throughout the meeting facility, and NGA meeting credentials will be required to
access the meeting room floors.  No exceptions will be made. 

For questions about meeting logistics, contact Susan Dotchin at  sdotchin@nga.org or
202-624-5327.
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House to Call for Conference on Payroll Tax Extension 

The House Rules Committee approved two rules last night t o govern today's debate on 

ext ending t he payroll t ax cut . H.Res.501 supports passage of the House version of 

H. R.3630. H.Res.502 rejects t he Senate version of H.R. 3630 and cal ls for a confe rence w ith 

the Senate. The Rules Committee defeated an amendment t o allow for an up or down vot e 

of t he Senate's two-month ext ension. Votes are expect ed this morning after 10:30 a.m. 

NGA Cont act: Dayjd Quam , 202-624-5309 

HUD Releases Proposed Rule to Amend HOME Program 

The Department of Housing and Community Development (HUD) December 16 released a 

proposed rule that wou ld amend t he HOM E Investment Partnership program t o address 

certa in operat ional chal lenges re lat ed t o recent housing market condit ions. The HOM E 

program (42 USC §12721 et seq.) provides formula grant s t o states and local governments 

to assist w ith t he production and maintenance of affordable housing for rent and 

homeownership. Among ot her element s, the proposed ru le wou ld introduce new 

accountabi lity, report ing, and performance standards for states and local 

governments. Comments on t he proposed rule are due February 14, 2012. To read HUD's 

proposed rule, visit: http· //www gpo goy/fdsys/pkg/ FR-2011 -12 -16/pdf/2011 -31778 pdf . 

NGA Cont act: Dayjd Parkhurst , 202-624-5328 



HHS Releases Bulletin on Essential Health Benefits for Insurance Exchanges
Last week, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released a bulletin
outlining proposed policies for “essential health benefits” to ensure that health insurance
plans offered in the individual and small group markets provide a comprehensive scope of
benefits and services, both inside and outside of health insurance exchanges. States must
ensure the essential health benefits package covers at least ten categories of care
(including preventive care, emergency services, maternity care, hospital and physician
services and prescription drugs) or be equal in scope to the benefits and services covered
by a typical employer plan in their state. For benchmarking, states would choose one
health insurance plan (from the three largest small group plans in the state by enrollment;
the three largest state employee health plans by enrollment;  the three largest federal
employee health plan options by enrollment; or the largest HMO plan offered in the state’s
commercial market by enrollment). The default benchmark health insurance plan would be
the small group plan with the largest enrollment in the state. The benefits and services
included in the benchmark health insurance plan would be the essential health benefits
package for the state. Plans could modify coverage within a benefit category so long as
they do not reduce the value of coverage. States would defray the cost of benefits
required by state law in excess of essential health benefits for individuals enrolled in any
plan offered through an exchange. To view the HHS bulletin, visit
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/12162011/essential_health_benefits_bulletin.pdf.
NGA Contacts: Heather Hogsett, 202-624-5360; William Garner, 202-624-5369

 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Tuesday, December 20

1. CANCELLED: Meeting of the Education, Early Childhood and Workforce Reps, 2:00pm
2. CANCELLED: Meeting of the Economic Development and Commerce Reps, 3:00pm
3. NGA Center for Best Practices Webinar: Helping States Increase Natural Gas Vehicles

in State Fleets, 2:00pm, Phone Access: 1-800-749-9945; Password: 7238008#.
Webinar Access: https://portal.nga.org/meeting/15642160; Password: B7uh4Fn5.
Contact: Greg Dierkers

To view the NGA calendar, go to:
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf
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D Block Legislation Released in the House 

The House Energy and Commerce Committ ee re leased draft spectrum legislation 

yesterday t hat w ill be marked up by t he Communications and Technology 

Subcommittee t omorrow. The draft legislation -- t he "Jumpstarting Opportun ity 

through Broadband Spectrum Act of 2011" (JOBS Act) -- is sponsored by 

Subcommittee Cha irman Greg Walden (R-Ore.) and would reallocat e t he D block to 

publ ic safety, provide up to $6.5 billion t o help stat es construct t he nationwide public 

safety broadband net work and establ ish a national Administrator and National 

Planning Board t o govern the nationwide network. The bill wou ld also requ ire public 

safety t o give back t he 12 MHz of narrowband spect rum they currently hold in t he 700 

MHz band once standards are developed to al low public safety voice communications 

over broadband net works. The narrowband spect rum is adjacent to the publ ic safety 

broadband spect rum and is currently used for interoperable voice communicat ions. 

Also yesterday, Represent atives Waxman (D-Calif.) and Eshoo (D-Ca lif.), t he ranking 

members of the fu ll committee and subcommittee, respect ively, introduced spect rum 

legislation. Their legislation, t he "Publ ic Safety Broadband and W ireless Innovation Act 

of 2011", is very similar to the bipartisan Senate legislation that passed t he Senat e 

Commerce Committee this summer. The Waxman-Eshoo bi ll would reallocat e t he D 

block, provide $11 bi llion to const ruct t he network and establish a nat iona l 



corporation to help govern the nationwide network and ensure nationwide coverage
and interoperability.
NGA Contacts:  Heather Hogsett, 202-624-5360; Mike Obrock, 202-624-5390

HHS Announces Affordable Insurance Exchange Grants
Yesterday, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced nearly
$220 million in Affordable Insurance Exchange awards to help create Health Insurance
Exchanges (Exchanges) in Alabama, Arizona, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Maine,
Michigan, Nebraska, New Mexico, Rhode Island, Tennessee and Vermont. HHS
anticipates these awards will give recipients increased resources and flexibility in
developing their respective Exchanges. As part of this announcement, HHS also
released Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) to address common questions states may
have as they continue to develop policies to support Exchange implementation. The
FAQ addresses a number of concerns, including costs states may incur, the use of a
Federally-managed data services hub, and processes for Medicaid eligibility
determination. For the HHS press release,
visithttp://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/11/20111129a.html and for the FAQ,
visit
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files%202/11282011/exchangeqa_11_29_11.pdf.
NGA Contacts: Heather Hogsett, 202-624-5360; William Garner, 202-624-5369

 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Wednesday, November 30

1. CANCELLED: Meeting of the Health and Human Services Reps, 2:00pm

To view the NGA calendar, go to:
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf

 

Press Clips

Press clips that are relevant to state issues and Governors' offices are available from
the NGA Office of Communications through the NGA Daily Email each Wednesday. In
addition, the clips page has links to national news sources, which can be accessed any
day of the week.

To view these press clips and links to national news sources, go to:
http://www.nga.org/cms/clips
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House Approves Senate-Amended Three Percent Withholding Repeal 

By a 422-0 vote, the House last night approved H.R. 674, as amended by t he Senat e 

last week, t o repeal the 3 percent w ithholding requ irement on government payments 

to vendors that provide goods and services. The Senate amendment s provided 

employer incent ives t o hire mi lit ary vet erans. President Obama is expected t o sign t he 

bi ll. First enact ed in 2006, implementation of t he 3 percent provision was delayed by a 

series of temporary postponements. 

NGA Contacts: David Parkhurst. 202/624-5328; David Quam . 202/624-5309 

House Passes Conceal-and-Carry Legislation 

The House passed H.R. 822, the National Right-to-Carry Act of 2011, on Wednesday 

on a vote of 272-154. Under t he legislation, stat es t hat issue conceal -and -carry 

weapons permits wou ld be requ ired t o recognize permits issued by other states. 

Jurisdictions t hat proh ibit the issuance of concealed weapons permit s are exempt from 

the bi ll. Any conditions and limitations concern ing the carry of concealed weapons set 

by a st at e would apply to both residents and non-resident s. Individuals unable t o 

obtain a permit in thei r home state wou ld not be able t o carry a concealed weapon by 



obtaining a permit in another state. Currently, no similar legislation to H.R. 822 has
been introduced in the Senate.
NGA Contacts:  Heather Hogsett, 202/624-5390; Mike Obrock, 202/624-5360

EPA and DOT Propose New Fuel Economy Standards
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Department of Transportation
(DOT) announced yesterday a joint proposal to increase fuel economy and greenhouse
gas standards for model year 2017-2025 passenger cars and light trucks. The proposal
will require fleet wide fuel efficiency of 54.5 mpg by 2025, an increase of about 5
percent annually for passenger cars. Light trucks will have a lower target of 44 mpg by
2025, while passenger cars will have to meet a 62 mpg target. According to DOT/EPA
estimates, by 2025 the new standards are expected to save drivers $1.7 trillion, nearly
$8,000 per vehicle, and reduce oil usage by 12 billion barrels. Current fuel efficiency
standards stand at just over 27 mpg and are scheduled to rise to 35.2 mpg by 2016.
The proposal has a 60-day comment period. A final rule is expected next July. For
more information on the EPA/DOT proposed rulemaking visit:
http://www.nhtsa.gov/fuel-economy.
NGA Contacts:  Patrick Baker, 202/624-5496; Michele Nellenbach, 202/624-5333

 

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Thursday, November 17

1. Meeting of the Natural Resources Reps, 1:00pm, Washington, DC, NGA
Governors Conference Room, Conference call 1-877/261-8991; passcode
5057912#

2. Meeting of the Homeland Security and Public Safety Reps 2:00pm, Washington,
DC, NGA Governors Conference Room, Conference call ;
passcode 

To view the NGA calendar, go to:
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf

 

NGA News Releases

1. Six States Selected to Participate in Technical Assistance for Health Insurance
Exchange

 



NGA Committee Action

Please be advised of the upcoming committee deadlines surrounding the new NGA
policy process.

Education, Early Childhood and Workforce Committee
Tuesday, November 22 – Finalize edits/staff vote
Thursday, December 1 – All committee work on policies must be complete

Natural Resources Committee
Ongoing side conversations on NR-1, NR-2 and NR-3 should take place before
Thursday, November 17

Special Committee on Homeland Security and Public Safety
Thursday, November 17 – Finalize edits/staff vote
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-------------------------------------------------------
THIS JUST IN
-------------------------------------------------------
This Just In headlines:
1. This Week in Congress
 
http://www.nga.org/TJI
 
(Text version of This Just In below)
 
-------------------------------------------------------
TODAY’S MEETINGS/NGA CALENDAR
-------------------------------------------------------
Monday, June 13
1.   Washington Reps Weekly Meeting, 1:30pm, Washington, DC, Hall of

the States, Room 283/5, Contact: Erin Cohan
 

To view the NGA calendar, go to:
 
http://www.nga.org/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf
 
-------------------------------------------------------
THIS JUST IN (TEXT VERSION)
-------------------------------------------------------
LEGISLATIVE FOCUS: FY 2012 APPROPRIATIONS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ADMINISTRATION, PATENT REFORM
 
The Senate is slated to spend the week on bills related to the
Economic Development Administration while the House returns from
recess to take up appropriations bills.
 
The Senate this week will take up the Economic Development
Revitalization Act of 2011 (S. 782), which would authorize EDA
programs for five years, extending funding for programs that fund
infrastructure investments in economically distressed communities.
The Senate began consideration of the bill last week, rejecting an
amendment that would have delayed new Federal Reserve rules on
debit card interchange fees. The Senate is scheduled to resume
consideration of the bill June 14, with several additional
amendments still pending. 

The Senate also plans to consider the nominations of Claire C.
Cecchi and Esther Salas, both to be U.S. district judges for New
Jersey.
 



The House is expected to spend most of the June 13 week working on
FY 2012 appropriations measures.  The House will first resume
consideration of the Military Construction, Veterans Affairs and
Related Agencies bill (H.R. 2055), which includes $72.5 billion in
discretionary funding, a decrease of $615 million compared to last
year's funding level and $1.2 billion below the president's FY
2012 budget request.  The proposed reduction in spending comes
from declined funding for the Base Realignment and Closure process
and projected savings in construction costs. The House is also
scheduled to take up Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act (H.R.
2112), which includes $125.5 billion in funding for the Department
of Agriculture and its related agencies. The version of the bill
approved May 31 by the House Appropriations Committee cuts
discretionary spending by approximately $2.7 billion from FY 2011,
and is $5 billion less than the president’s request. The
agriculture bill could come to the House floor by June 15.
 
The House is also slated to consider the America Invents Act (H.R.
1249) this week, which would amend federal patent law by awarding
patents for claimed inventions to the first person to file an
application for a patent. The current system awards patents to the
first inventor.
 
SENATE FLOOR. The Senate is set to convene at 2:00 p.m. today with
no roll call votes expected. Tuesday, and for the balance of the
week, the Senate is scheduled to take up two judicial nominations
and economic development programs legislation. 
 
HOUSE FLOOR. The House convenes at 2:00 p.m. today to take up the
Military Construction-VA spending bill, subject to a rule. 
Tuesday, and for the balance of the week, the House is scheduled
to consider the Agriculture appropriations bill, subject to a
rule, and patent law overhaul legislation.  The House is not in
session Friday.
 
 
KEY HEARINGS & MARKUPS
 
APPROPRIATIONS

House and Senate Appropriations Committees will be holding
extensive hearings during the June 13 week.  Please contact
Erin Cohan with questions about specific programs.

 
COMMERCE, SCIENCE & TRANSPORTATION

·         The Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee
will hold a hearing on emerging threats to rail security:
Tuesday, June 14 at 2:30 p.m., 253 Russell Building.

 
EDUCATION & THE WORKFORCE

·         The House Education and the Workforce Committee will mark up
pending legislation: Wednesday, June 15 at 10:00 a.m., 2175
Rayburn Building.

·         The Workforce Protections Subcommittee of House Education and
the Workforce Committee will hold a hearing titled “Is OSHA
Undermining State Efforts to Promote Workplace Safety?”:
Thursday, June 16 at 10:00 a.m., 2175 Rayburn Building.

 
ENERGY & COMMERCE

·         The Health Subcommittee of House Energy and Commerce
Committee will hold a hearing titled “PPACA’s Effects on
Maintaining Health Coverage and Jobs: A Review of the Health
Care Law’s Regulatory Burden.”: Wednesday, June 15 at 3:00



p.m., 2322 Rayburn Building.
·         The Energy and Power Subcommittee of the House Energy and

Commerce Committee will hold a series of hearings titled “The
American Energy Initiative.”: Thursday, June 16 at 9:30 a.m.,
2322 Rayburn Building.

 
ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES

·         The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee will hold a
hearing on the wildfire management programs of the federal
land management agencies: Tuesday, June 14 at 10:00 a.m., 366
Dirksen Building.

 
ENVIRONMENT & PUBLIC WORKS

·         The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee will hold a
hearing titled “The Clean Air Act and Public Health.”:
Wednesday, June 15 at 10:00 a.m., 406 Dirksen Building.

 
FINANCIAL SERVICES

·         The Financial Institutions and Consumer Credit Subcommittee
of House Financial Services Committee will hold a hearing
titled “Does the Dodd Frank Act End ‘Too Big to Fail’?”:
Tuesday, June 14 at 10:00 a.m., 2128 Rayburn Building.

 
HOMELAND SECURITY

·         The Border and Maritime Security of House Homeland Security
Committee will hold a hearing titled “Securing the Nation’s
Ports and Maritime Border – A Review of the Coast Guard Post
9/11 Homeland Security Missions.”: Tuesday, June 14 at 10:00
a.m., 311 Cannon Building.

 
JUDICIARY

·         The Courts, Commercial and Administrative Law Subcommittee of
House Judiciary Committee will hold a hearing on taxation of
rental cars: Tuesday, June 14 at 1:30 p.m., 2141 Rayburn
Building.

 
OVERSIGHT & GOVERNMENT REFORM

·         The House Oversight and Government Reform Committee will hold
a hearing titled “Achieving Transparency and Accountability
in Federal Spending.”: Tuesday, June 14 at 9:30 a.m., 2154
Rayburn Building.

 
SCIENCE, SPACE & TECHNOLOGY

·         The Technology and Innovation Subcommittee of House Science,
Space and Technology Committee will hold a hearing titled
“Transportation Research Priorities: Maximizing Return on
Investment of Taxpayer Dollars.”: Tuesday, June 14 at 10:00
a.m., 2318 Rayburn Building.

·         The Energy and Environment Subcommittee of House Science,
Space and Technology Committee will hold a hearing titled “An
Examination of DOE’s Clean Technology Programs.”: Wednesday,
June 15 at 2:00 p.m., 2318 Rayburn Building.

·         The House Science, Space and Technology Committee will hold a
hearing titled “STEM Education in Action: Learning Today …
Leading Tomorrow.”: Thursday, June 16 at 10:00 a.m., 2318
Rayburn Building.
 

TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE
·         The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee will

hold a hearing titled, “How Best to Improve Bus Safety on



Our Nation’s Highways.”: Monday, June 13 at 2:30 p.m., 2167
Rayburn Building.

·         The Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee of
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee will hold a
hearing titled “Creating Jobs and Increasing U.S. Exports by
Enhancing the Marine Transportation System.”: Tuesday, June
14 at 10:00 a.m., 2167 Rayburn Building.

 
WAYS & MEANS

·         The Human Resources Subcommittee of House Ways and Means
Committee will hold a hearing on improving programs designed
to protect at-risk youth: Thursday, June 16 at 9:00 a.m., B-
318 Rayburn Building.

 
-------------------------------------------------------
NGA ANNUAL MEETING INFORMATION
-------------------------------------------------------
The 2011 NGA Annual Meeting will be held in Salt Lake City, Utah
July 15-17. Registration and housing arrangements for governors,
their family members, security and governors’ staff can be made at
http://www.subnet.nga.org/AM11/4gl/gov/.
 
Arrangements for other state government attendees and attendees
from local, federal and foreign governments, governors’
associations, media, business, non-profit organizations and family
members of any of these attendees can be made at
http://www.subnet.nga.org/AM11/1p7/gen/.
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION
The websites contain information about the business agenda for the
meeting and will be updated as more information becomes available.
 
HOUSING AND REGISTRATION
Please go online to register for the meeting and request hotel
accommodations as soon as possible. NGA cannot guarantee housing
accommodations for requests made after Friday, June 24. Online
meeting registration ends at 5:00 p.m. EDT on Tuesday, July 12.
After that time, attendees must register onsite.
 
ONSITE REGISTRATION
Meeting registration will be located at The Grand America Hotel in
the Envoy Room on the First Floor. Registration opens at 1:00 p.m.
MDT on Thursday, July 14 and will be open daily throughout the
meeting. All NGA business sessions will be held in The Grand
America Hotel.
For questions about meeting logistics, contact Susan Dotchin
at sdotchin@nga.org or 202-624-5327.
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly proh bited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [ngadaily] as Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-196937-
158953.1d138ea3f1bc61c8af37b513b8be1886@talk.nga.org..
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1. This Week in Congress 
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202-624-5300 

Legislative Focus: Continuing Resolution, FISA Extension, Veterans Job Corps 

Congress returns from a five -week break today for a brief but busy session before 

recessing again for campaign season in early October. Both t he House and Senat e t his 

week are expect ed to work on a stopgap spending measure t his month, as well as a 

number of other "must-do" bi lls including drought re lief, t ax ext enders, Cybersecurity 

and Russia trade re lat ions. 

House leadership is expected t o bring a continuing resolution to the floor t his week 

that would f und most federal programs through March 31. Under a deal reached prior 

to the August recess, the bi ll is expected t o reflect provisions in t he Budget Cont rol 

Act, with a funding level at $1.047 tril lion. However, the agreement only addressed 

the overa ll funding amount and length of t he ext ension; exact program f unding levels 

and other details have yet to be worked out. Senat e staff have indicat ed t hat, based 

on t he Congressional schedule, House and Senate leadersh ip must work out t he 

det ails of t he bil l by Sept ember 14 for the House t o approve t he bi ll next week and 

send it to the Senat e for consideration by the September 30 deadline. 

The House is also set t o debate 33 measures under suspension of the ru les, which are 

expect ed to take up t he fi rst half of the week. Among the measures is t he SAFE WEB 

Act (H.R. 6131), which would ext end spam and spyware control regulations and al low 



the Federal Trade Commission to share cross-border fraud information with foreign
consumer protection agencies; a bill to create an electronic tracking system to track
hazardous waste shipments (S. 710); and a federal campaign finance measure (H.R.
406). The House may take up legislation (H.R. 5949) to reauthorize the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) Amendments Act for five years. The statue is slated
to expire at the end of this year.

The Senate will begin the week considering the nomination of Stephanie Marie Rose
to be a U.S. district court judge for the Southern District of Iowa. Tuesday, the Senate
is scheduled to hold a cloture vote on the motion to proceed to a bill (S. 3457) that
would direct the secretary of veterans affairs to create a veterans job corps.

Action on many other items is likely to be postponed until the lame-duck session,
including a farm bill and legislation to reform the U.S. Postal Service, as well as
decisions to address the “fiscal cliff”.

Senate Floor. The Senate convenes at 2:00 p.m. today with roll call votes expected on
a judicial nomination. Tuesday, and for the remainder of the week, the Senate is
expected to consider a veterans’ jobs bill.

House Floor. The House convenes at 2:00 p.m. today to take up 11 measures under
suspension of the rules. Tuesday, and for the balance of the week, the House is set to
21 measures under suspension of the rules and five measures subject to a rule.

Key Hearings & Markups

Armed Services

The House Armed Services Committee will hold a hearing titled “Framework for
Capacity Building Programs and Authorities to Meet 21st Century Challenges.”
Tuesday, September 11, 2012 at 10:00 a.m., Rayburn 2118.
The Military Personnel Subcommittee of House Armed Services Committee will
hold a hearing on the Federal Voting Assistance Program which was established
to make absentee voting easier for military personnel, their families and other
U.S. citizens living abroad. Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 11:30 a.m., Rayburn
2212.

Banking, Housing & Urban Affairs

The Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee will hold a hearing on
the semi-annual report to Congress of the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau. Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 10:00 a.m., Dirksen 538.



Education & the Workforce

The Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions Subcommittee and Higher
Education and Workforce Training Subcommittee of House Education and
Workforce Committee will hold a joint hearing titled “Expanding the Power of
Big Labor: The NLRB’s (National Labor Relations Board) Growing Intrusion into
Higher Education. Wednesday, September 12, 2012 at 10:00a.m., Rayburn 2175.

Energy & Commerce

The Environment and the Economy Subcommittee of House Energy and
Commerce Committee will hold a hearing titled “The Chemical Facility Anti-
Terrorism Standards Program: A Progress Report.” Tuesday, September 11, 2012
at 10:00 a.m., Rayburn 2322.
The Commerce, Manufacturing and Trade Subcommittee of House Energy and
Commerce Committee will hold a series of hearings titled “Where the Jobs Are”
focusing on efforts to overcome obstacles to job growth and promote
opportunities for job creation. Wednesday, September 12, 2012 at 9:45 a.m.,
Rayburn 2322.
The Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee of House Energy and Commerce
Committee will hold a hearing titled “Department of Energy’s (DOE) Nuclear
Weapons Complex: Challenges to Safety, Security and Taxpayer Stewardship.”
The hearing will focus on a range of management and administrative challenges
confronting DOE, including a recent security breakdown at the Y-12 National
Security Complex in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Wednesday, September 12, 2012 at
10:00 a.m., Rayburn 2123.
The Energy and Power Subcommittee of House Energy and Commerce
Committee will hold a series of hearings titled “The American Energy Initiative.”
Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 10:00 a.m., Rayburn 2322.
The Energy and Power Subcommittee of House Energy and Commerce
Committee will hold a series of hearings titled “The American Energy Initiative”:
Friday, September 14, 2012 at 9:45 a.m., Rayburn 2123.

Energy & Natural Resources

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee will hold a hearing on
pending legislation: S. 3469, a bill to establish a new organization to manage
nuclear waste, provide a consensual process for siting nuclear facilities, ensure
adequate funding for managing nuclear waste, and for other purposes.
Wednesday, September 12, 2012 at 9:30 a.m., Dirksen 366.

Environment & Public Works



The Clean Air and Nuclear Safety Subcommittee and the full Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee will hold a joint oversight hearing titled “NRC’s
(Nuclear Regulatory Commission) Implementation of Recommendations for
Enhancing Nuclear Reactor Safety in the 21st Century. Wednesday, September
12, 2012 at 10:00 a.m., Dirksen 406.

Financial Services

The TARP, Financial Services and Bailouts of Public and Private Programs
Subcommittee of House Oversight and Government Reform Committee and
Capital Markets and Government Sponsored Enterprises Subcommittee of House
Financial Services Committee will hold a joint hearing titled “The JOBS Act (PL
112-106): Importance of Prompt Implementation for Entrepreneurs, Capital
Formation, and Job Creation.” Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 10:00 a.m.,
Rayburn 2154.
The Insurance, Housing and Community Opportunity Subcommittee of House
Financial Services Committee will hold a hearing titled “Housing for Hero’s:
Examining How Federal Programs Can Better Serve Veterans,” focusing on
barriers that homeless and low-income veterans face in securing housing
assistance and services from federal agencies. Friday, September 14, 2012 at
9:30 a.m., Rayburn 2128.

Health, Education, Labor & Pensions

The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee will hold a hearing
titled “Improving College Affordability: A View From the States.” Wednesday,
September 12, 2012 at 10:30 a.m., Dirksen 430.

Homeland Security

The Border and Maritime Security Subcommittee of House Homeland Security
Committee will hold a hearing titled “Eleven Years Later: Preventing Terrorists
from Coming to America.” Tuesday, September 11, 2012 at 10:00 a.m., Cannon
311.
The Emergency Preparedness, Response and Communications Subcommittee of
House Homeland Security Committee will hold a hearing titled “Resilient
Communications: Current Challenges and Future Advancements.” Wednesday,
September 12, 2012 at 2:00 p.m., Cannon 311.
The Emergency Preparedness, Response and Communications Subcommittee
and Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection and Security Technologies
Subcommittee of House Homeland Security Committee will hold a joint hearing
titled “Bio- Watch Present and Future: Meeting Mission Needs for Effective
Biosurveillance?” Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 2:00 p.m., Cannon 311.



Special Aging

The Senate Special Aging Committee will hold a roundtable discussion titled “Let
the Sunshine in: Implementing the Physician Payments Sunshine Act.”
Wednesday, September 12, 2012 at 2:30 p.m., Dirksen 562.

Transportation & Infrastructure

The Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee of House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee will hold a hearing titled “Tenth
Anniversary of the Maritime Transportation Security Act (PL 107-295): Are We
Safer?” Tuesday, September 11, 2012 at 10:00 a.m., Rayburn 2212.

Ways and Means

The Oversight Subcommittee of House Ways and Means Committee will hold a
hearing on the implementation and administration by the IRS of the tax
provisions in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PL 111-148) and
Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 (PL 111-152), including
the individual mandate taxes, restrictions on the use of Flexible Spending
Arrangements and Health Savings Accounts. Tuesday, September 11, 2012 at
10:00 a.m., Longworth 1100.
The Health Subcommittee of House Ways and Means Committee will hold a
hearing on the implementation of health insurance exchanges and related
provisions of the Affordable Care Act (PL 111-148) and Health Care and
Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 (PL 111-152). Wednesday, September 12,
2012 at 10:00 a.m., Longworth 1100.

Today's Meetings/NGA Calendar

Monday, September 10

1. Washington Reps Weekly Meeting, 1:30pm, Washington, DC, Hall of the States,
Room 283/5, Contact: Erin Cohan

To view the NGA calendar, go to: 
www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/MONTH.pdf

 

 

 



   
 
 
 

memorandum 

 
 

 

To: National Governors Association 

 

From: Christopher E. Condeluci, Of Counsel, Venable LLP 

 

Date: December 8, 2011 

 

Re: The Transfer of Information Technology Systems for the Federally-Facilitated Exchange to 

State Exchanges 

 

Issue 

 

The National Governors Association (“NGA”) recently requested a legal analysis on the 

issue of whether the Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”) may provide to a state 

information technology (“IT”) systems that private contractors are currently building (or have built) 

for a “Federally-facilitated Exchange.”1  In other words, the NGA would like to confirm whether 

there is a legal path through which HHS can “transfer” these IT systems to the states.  Currently, 

there is question as to whether Federal procurement law prohibits HHS from transferring to the 

states property of the Federal government acquired through private contracts.   

 

Executive Summary 

 

Based on the following, in general, HHS is not prohibited from transferring to a state any or 

all of the IT systems built for the Federally-facilitated Exchange.  Unless otherwise specified in the 

contract with a private vendor or in cases where the IT systems are developed at private expense, 

HHS owns, and has unlimited rights to, the IT systems created for the Federally-facilitated 

Exchange.  As a result, HHS is permitted to allow others to use the IT systems, including the states.   

 

Under the law, an effective way of transferring the IT systems to the states is through a 

grant.  It is important to emphasize that a grant may be in the form of property (instead of money).  

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act,2 as amended by the Health Care and Education 

Reconciliation Act3 (“ACA”) gives HHS grant making authority to make awards to states to help 

states “establish” a State-based Exchange.  In this case, HHS may grant the IT systems to the states 

that are seeking such capabilities as they work toward establishing their Exchange. 

 

                                                           
1 See 45 C.F.R. § 155.105(f) (providing that if a state chooses not to establish an Exchange or a state does not have an 

approved or conditionally approved Exchange by January 1, 2013, the Department of Health and Human Services 

(“HHS”) must establish and operate an Exchange within the state (i.e., a Federally-facilitated Exchange)); see also, 

Developing the Federally-Facilitated Exchange, HHS, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Center for 

Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight, State Exchange Grantee Meeting, September 19-20, 2011. 
2 Public Law 111–148. 
3 Public Law 111–152. 



 

2 
 

Analysis 

 

The contract between HHS and a private contractor to build IT systems for a Federally-

facilitated Exchange is a procurement contract.   

 

It has been reported that HHS recently contracted with private vendors to create and support 

the integral IT systems for the Federally-facilitated Exchange.  In this case, it appears that any 

contract to build IT systems for the Federally-facilitated Exchange would be considered a 

“procurement contract” as defined under the Federal Grants and Cooperative Agreements Act.4  

Specifically, a procurement contract is used when “the principle purpose of the instrument is to 

acquire (by purchase, lease, or barter) property or services for the direct benefit or use of the United 

States Government.”5  In the case of the IT systems for the Federally-facilitated Exchange, the 

principal purpose of awarding a contract to a private vendor is to acquire the IT systems so that the 

United States Government (i.e., HHS) can use this property for the benefit of HHS (i.e., to operate 

the Federally-facilitated Exchange).  Thus, it is reasonable to characterize this type of contract as a 

procurement contract. 

 

HHS has “unlimited rights” to the IT systems for the Federally-facilitated Exchange. 

 

In general, a procurement contract between HHS and a private vendor is governed by HHS 

Acquisition Regulations6 and the Federal Acquisition Regulations (“FAR”).7  Under the FAR, the 

Federal government generally retains unlimited rights in all “data” produced and delivered in the 

performance of a contract with the Federal government at public expense (as compared to private 

expense).8  Data is defined as recorded information, technical data, or computer software.9  

Computer software means computer programs, computer databases, and related documentation.10  

Technical data means data other than computer software which are of a scientific or technical 

nature.11  In cases where the Federal government has unlimited rights to such data, the government 

may use, disclose, reproduce, and prepare derivative works in any manner and for any purpose and 

to have or permit others to do so.12  Conversely, data developed at private expense confers fewer 

rights to the Federal government and will typically require the Federal government to pay a license 

fee. 

 

 

                                                           
4 31 U.S.C. §§ 6301-6308. 
5 31 U.S.C. § 6303. 
6 48 C.F.R. Chapter 3, Parts 301-370. 
7 48 C.F.R. Chapter 1, Parts 1-99. 
8 Federal Acquisition Regulation (“FAR”) § 27.404(a).  Ownership rights in “data” fall under two general categories – 

(1) that which is developed at private expense and (2) that which is developed at public expense. 
9 FAR § 27.401. 
10 FAR § 2.101. 
11 FAR § 27.401. 
12 Id. (emphasis added). 
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Based on the facts as we know them, the IT systems for the Federally-facilitated Exchange 

will be developed solely with funds provided by the Federal government and the contract terms do 

not confer proprietary rights to the private vendor.  As a result, because HHS’s contracts to build IT 

systems for the Federally-facilitated Exchange are governed by the FAR, and because it is 

reasonable to conclude that the IT systems for the Federally-facilitated Exchange would constitute 

“data,” “computer software,” and/or “technical data” (as those terms are defined under the FAR), 

HHS generally has unlimited rights to the IT systems.  Therefore, HHS has the ability to use these 

systems in any manner HHS deems appropriate without being subject to a license fee.  HHS may 

also allow others to, for example, use the IT systems.  Specifically, HHS could, in its discretion, 

permit states to use the IT systems.   

 

HHS can “transfer” the IT systems for the Federally-facilitated Exchange to the states 

through grants. 
 

The Federal government and states enter into agreements or other contractual arrangements 

for a myriad of reasons.  One such reason is for the Federal government to provide “assistance” to 

the states.  Federal assistance to the states can come in many forms.  One such form of assistance is 

a “grant.”  A grant is a contractual arrangement where “the principal purpose of the relationship is 

to transfer a thing of value to [a] State or local government or other recipient to carry out a public 

purpose of support or stimulation authorized by a law of the United States…and substantial 

involvement is not expected between the executive agency and the State…when carrying out the 

activity contemplated in the agreement.”13  The Intergovernmental Cooperation Act defines a grant 

as “money, or property instead of money, that is paid or provided by the United States Government 

under a fixed annual or total authorization, to” an eligible beneficiary, which includes state and 

local governments.14  Thus, a Federal grant that may be made to a state may include property.15   

 

While Federal agencies generally have “inherent” authority to enter into contracts to procure 

goods or services for their own use, there is no comparable inherent authority to enter into 

assistance relationships, that is, to give away the government’s money or property, either directly or 

by the release of vested rights, to benefit someone other than the government.16  To do so, the 

assistance relationship must be authorized under Federal legislation.17  Under the ACA, the 

Secretary of HHS has authority to make grant awards out of appropriated funds in amounts 

determined by the Secretary to be used by the states “for activities (including planning activities) 

relating to establishing an [Exchange].”18  The authorizing language makes no specification that the 

grant award cannot be property. 

                                                           
13 31 U.S.C. § 6304. 
14 31 U.S.C. § 6501(4)(A) and (B). 
15 Principles of Federal Appropriations Law, Third Edition, Volume II, GAO-06-382SP, page 10-14. 
16 Id. at page 10-17 (citing 65 Comp. Gen. 605, 607 (1985) and B-210655, Apr. 14, 1983). 
17 Bennett v. Kentucky Department of Education, 470 U.S. 656, 669 (1985) (holding that federal grant programs 

originate in and remain governed by statutory provisions expressing the judgment of Congress concerning desirable 

public policy);  see also, 64 Comp. Gen. 582, 584 (1985). 
18 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, as amended by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act  

(“ACA”) § 1311(a). 
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In the case of the IT systems owned by HHS and used for the Federally-facilitated Exchange 

(i.e., property), HHS may enter into a grant agreement with a state to “transfer” a “thing of value” 

(i.e., the IT systems) “to carry out a stimulation authorized by a law of the United States” (i.e., 

establish a State-based Exchange as required under the ACA).19  It is not expected that HHS will 

have substantial involvement in establishing a State-based Exchange, provided the state meets the 

statutory deadline for receiving “approval” to operate a State-based Exchange.20  HHS may value 

the IT systems (i.e., place a dollar amount on such systems) and debit that amount from the 

appropriations set aside for providing assistance to states to “establish” a State-based Exchange.  

                                                           
19 An argument can also be made that the grant is being made to “carry out a public purpose,” which is establishing a 

State-based Exchange to meet the public policy goal of expanding health insurance coverage. 
20 See 45 C.F.R. § 155.105.  
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HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES WORKSHOP: 

TIMELINES, STATE OPTIONS AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS 

CRYSTAL CITY HYATT, ARLINGTON, VmGINIA 

SEPTEMBER 8-9, 2011 

THrRSDAY, SEPTE'.\IBER 8 

**NOTE: EACH BREAKOUT SESSION WILL BEGIN WITH A 
SHORT OVERVIEW; STATES WILL THEN DIVIDE INTO GROUPS FOR DISCUSSION 
TAILORED TO STATE PREFERENCES AND EXCHANGE GOALS** 

8:00 A.M. - 8:30 A.M. REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST 

8:30 A.M. - 9:30 A.M. OPENING PLENARY 

Setting the stage: overview of different Exchange models, state roles under 
State/Hybrid/Federal Exchanges, timelines, and how to chart a path forward. 

BREAKOUT SESSION 1 MEDICAID, ELIGIBILITY AND ENROLLMENT 

9:30 A.M. -11:00 A.M. 
Discussion will include issues facing states in integrating the Medicaid 
program with the Exchange, including data shar·ing agreements, data flow, 
financing, coordinating with the federal data hub and other programs; timeline 
of necessary decisions; and state obligations. The idea of"federal partnership" 
will also be discussed as well as possible federal expectations related program 
integration. 

11:00 A.M. -11:15 A.M. BREAK 

BREAKOUT SESSION 2 C REATION AND OPERATION OF EXCHANGES UNDER VARYING 

11:15 A.M. -12:45 P.M . SCENARIOS 

Discussion will include issues related to the establishment and operation of 
individual and SHOP Exchanges, by either the Federal government, a state or a 
hybrid model, including legislation, governance, sustainability, degree of state 
"ownership," timeline of necessary decisions, estimated timeframe for selected 
areas, elements requiring fmther Federal guidance and state obligations. 

12:45 P.M . - 2:15 P.M. INFORMAL NETWORKING AND PROBLEM-SOLVING L UNCH 

BREAKOUT SESSION 3 QUALIFIED HEALTH PLANS AND OPM PLANS 

2:15 P.M . -3:45 P.M. 
Discussion will include issues related to qualified health plans, including 
network adequacy, benefit design standar·ds, criteria for participation in the 
Exchange, timeline of necessary decisions, and state obligations (and/or 
federal functions) under the different scenarios (state, federal, and hybrid). 

BREAKOUT SESSION 4 FINANCIAL I SSUES AND I NSURANCE REGULATION 

3:45 P.M . - 5:00 P.M. 
Discussion will include issues related to insurance mar·ket stabilization, risk 
mitigation, non-Exchange mar·ket considerations, reinsurance, risk conidors 



and risk adjustment, timeline of necessaiy decisions, premium collection; 
federal subsidies and state obligations. 

5:00 P.M . -6:30 P.M . RECEPTION 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER9 

7:30 A.M . -8:30 A.M . BREAKFAST 

BREAKOUT S ESSION 5 MARKETING AND O UTREACH 

8:30 A.M . -10:00 A.M . 
Discussion will include issues related to consumer info1mation, navigators, 
small and large employer involvement, stakeholder involvement, timeline 
of necessaiy decisions, and state obligations (and/or federal functions) 
under different scenai'ios (state, federal, and hybrid). 

10:00 A.M . -10:15 A.M . BREAK 

10:15 A.M . -11:15 A.M . SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS: C LARIFYING THE PATH FORWARD 

What do you need/want from the federal government, sho1t and medium 
term? What do you want from NGA and each other? 

11:30 A.M . -12:15 P.M . S UMMARY OF STATE THEMES, C ONCERNS AND NEEDS 

12:15 P.M . -1:30 P.M. INFORMAL NETWORKING AND PROBLEM-SOLVING L UNCH 

1:30 P.M . -2:45 P.M. Q UESTIONS AND DISCUSSION WITH HHS OFFICIALS 

2:45 P.M . -3:00 P.M . C LOSING 



/:A) NGA Center for 
~BEST :PRACTICES 

HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES WORKSHOP 

TIMELINES, STATE OPTIONS AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS 

CRYSTAL CITY HYATT, ARLINGTON, VmGINIA 

SEPTEMBER 8-9, 2011 

THrRSDAY, SEPTE'.\IBER 8 

8:00 A.M . -8:30 A.M . REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST 

8:30 A.M . - 9:30 A.M . OPENING PLENARY 

TBD Setting the stage: overview of different Exchange models, state roles under 
State/Hybrid/Federal Exchanges, timelines, and how to chart a path forward. 

HENRY C HAO? The plenary will conclude with a short update from an HHS official on the 
federal data services hub 

BREAKOUT SESSION 1 CREATION AND OPERATION OF EXCHANGES 

9:30 A.M . -11:00 A.M . 

Attendees will divide into two groups; session will focus on issues related to 
BRETT GRAHAM & the establishment and operation of individual and SHOP Exchanges, by either 
BoB C AREY the state, the federal government or in a hybrid approach. 

11:00 A.M . -11:15 A.M . BREAK 

BREAKOUT SESSION 2 PROJECT MANAGEMENT & FINANCING OF EXCHANGES 

11:15 A.M . -12:45 P.M . 

TBD 

MOLLY VORIS, 
WASHINGTON STATE 

HEALTH C ARE 
AUTHORITY 

12:45 P.M . - 2:15 P.M. 

CINDY GILLESPIE 

BREAKOUT SESSION 3 
2:15 P.M . -3:45 P.M. 

KAREN POLLITZ 

N ORM THURSTON & 
CINDY GILLESPIE 

Session will focus on issues related to cross-agency collaboration, budget 
forecasting and exchanges, and cost allocation requirements. 

Breakout topics: 
• Financing and budgeting for federal/hybrid exchanges 
• Project management/work plans 

L UNCH 

An Analysis of a State's Health Insurance Mar·ket: 
How it can Inform Decision-Making 

POLICY C HOICES: NAVIGATORS AND PRODUCERS, SMALL AND LARGE 

B USINESSES AND EXCHANGES 

Breakout topics: 
• Navigator programs, agents/brokers 
• Small business engagement, lar·ge employer issues, and private 

exchanges 



BREAKOUT S ESSION 4 
3:45 P.M . - 5:00 P.M. 

BETH S AMMIS, 

DEPUTY 

COMMISSIONER, 

MARYLAND 
I NSURANCE 

ADMINISTRATION 

BRIAN WEBB, 

MANAGER, HEALTH 

POLICY AND 

LEGISLATION, 

NATIONAL 

A SSOCIATION OF 

I NSURANCE 

COMMISSIONERS 

5:00 P.M . -6:30 P.M . 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER9 

7:30 A.M . -8:30 A.M . 

BREAKOUT SESSION 5 
8:30 A.M . -10:00 A.M . 

DEBORAH BACHRACH 

VERN S MITH 

MATT SALO 

10:00 A.M . -10:15 A.M . 

10:15 A.M . -11:15 A.M . 

11:15 A.M . -12:15 P.M . 

12:15 P.M . -1:30 P.M. 

MARK M c CLELLAN 

RISK MANAGEMENT AND I NSURER PARTICIPATION 

Session will focus on issues related to insurance markets and 1isk mitigation, 
as well as qualifying health plans for pa1ticipation in the exchange. 

Breakout topics: 
• Adverse selection issues: reinsurance, risk con idors and risk 

adjustment, emollment periods 
• 2014 Market Refo1ms: Guarantee Issue; Rating Refo1ms; Mandates; 

Subsidies; etc. 
• Qualifying health plans, OPM Plans 

RECEPTION 
Conference attendees, speakers and NGA health care corporate fellows are 
invited to a reception with hors d'oeuvres and refreshments 

BREAKFAST 

P ANEL OF EARLY INNOVATOR STATES (INVITED) 

MEDICAID, ELIGIBILITY AND E NROLLMENT 

Session will focus on issues facing states in processing new applicants 
through the Exchange. 

Breakout topics: 
• 90/10 match opportunity and associated requirements 

• Medicaid eligibility/enrollment under a predominately federal 
exchange 

BREAK 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS 

What do you need/want from the federal government, sho1t and medium 
term? What do you want from NGA and each other? 

S UMMARY OF STATE THEMES, C ONCERNS AND N EEDS 

L UNCH 



1:30 P.M. – 2:45 P.M.  QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION WITH HHS 
 

2:45 P.M. –3:00 P.M. CLOSING 
 

 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: No SCOTUS Decsion today
Date: Monday, June 18, 2012 9:30:23 AM

CBS: No ruling today on healthcare or immigration
 

FYI:

 

http://yhoo.it/NBGsyE

GOP on health care: Repeal quickly, replace slowly
By David Espo  Associated Press

 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Congressional Republicans intend to seek quick repeal of any parts of the

health care law that survive a widely anticipated Supreme Court ruling, but don't plan to push

replacement measures until after the fall elections or perhaps 2013.

 

Instead, GOP lawmakers cite recent announcements that some insurance companies will retain a few

of the law's higher-profile provisions as evidence that quick legislative action is not essential. Those

are steps that officials say Republicans quietly urged in private conversations with the industry.

 

Once the Supreme Court issues a ruling, "the goal is to repeal anything that is left standing," said Sen.

John Barrasso, R-Wyo., a member of the party's leadership.

 

Beyond that, "we ought to go step by step to lower the cost" of health care, he added, a formula

repeated by numerous other Republicans interviewed in recent days.

 

Across the political aisle, neither President Barack Obama nor congressional Democrats have said how

they will react to a high court ruling that could wipe out the legislation they worked so hard to enact.

 

"We're not spending a whole bunch of time planning for contingencies," Obama said this spring at the

annual meeting of The Associated Press. He expressed confidence the court would uphold the law,

and neither he nor his aides have said what fallback plans are under discussion. "We will be prepared

in any eventuality," White House aide David Plouffe said Sunday on ABC's "This Week," although he

declined to elaborate.

 

Among Republicans, aides to Speaker John Boehner, Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell and

other key lawmakers have convened a series of meetings in recent weeks to plan a post-ruling

strategy.

 

A Supreme Court ruling is expected within the next two weeks on a challenge to the law, which has

drawn fierce opposition among most Republicans for its requirement that most individuals carry health

insurance.

 

While three big insurance companies announced plans this past week to retain certain protections for

an estimated 40 percent of all individuals who receive their coverage through work, there has been no

advance word from the drug industry on how prescription costs for older people might be affected by a

finding that the law is unconstitutional.

 

Even so, Republicans say they have no plans for assuring continuity of a provision that reduces out-of-

pocket costs for seniors with high drug expenses. This coverage gap is known as "doughnut hole."

 

"I don't think anybody intends to get involved" in the portion of Medicare that provides prescription drug

coverage. The program is "working better than we designed it," said Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C.,

referring to studies that show the program's cost is lower than was originally estimated.



 

The drug industry has yet to disclose its plans.

 

House Republicans have voted 30 times to eliminate, defund or scale back parts or all of the health

law, most recently approving a measure to wipe out a tax on medical devices.

 

Senate Democrats have blocked nearly all of the previous attacks. Forcing another vote would allow

Republicans to signal a continued commitment to supporters of repeal, while simultaneously requiring

Democrats to take another stand on a measure that has failed to generate significant public support

and might by then also have been found deficient by the Supreme Court.

 

"Democrats don't want to talk about health care between now and the election, especially Obamacare,"

said Don Stewart, a spokesman for McConnell, referring to the law signed in 2010.

 

Many members of the GOP rank and file campaigned on a motto of "repeal and replace" in 2010 when

it came to the law. But now, nearly two years later, they express no urgency to replace a law drafted

by Democrats, and one they hope the court will kill, with a different one of their own.

 

"We're not going to repeat the mistakes made by the Democrats who run Washington when they

passed a 2,700-page bill that no one had actually read," said Michael Steel, a spokesman for Boehner,

R-Ohio.

 

While Republicans say the recent insurance industry announcements eased the political pressure on

them to act, some cited other reasons for moving carefully on replacement legislation.

 

With the party united around repeal of the existing law, they said they want to avoid an internal

squabble over the details of any replacement legislation, at least until after the elections this fall.

 

In addition, they want to wait until they know whether GOP presidential candidate Mitt Romney wins

the White House in November.

 

Romney has provided few details about his plans for health care legislation. He supports repeal of the

current law, in part citing a requirement for individuals to obtain coverage, even though as governor of

Massachusetts he signed a law with a similar provision.

 

On one big-ticket item, Romney and House Republicans already have parted company.

 

Both criticize Obama and Democrats for cutting Medicare by $500 billion over the next decade as part

of the health care law.

 

But Romney's aides say he wants to restore the money to Medicare, while the budget that the

Republicans pushed through the House would instead put the money toward deficit reduction.

 

In interviews, several Republicans drew attention to recent announcement from a few insurers pledging

to retain some recent changes regardless of a court ruling.

 

UnitedHealth Group, Humana and Aetna said that regardless of the court's ruling, they will continue to

cover preventive care such as immunizations and screenings without requiring a copayment. They also

said children up to age 26 may be covered through their parents' insurance plans.

 

Additionally, UnitedHealth Group Inc. and Humana Inc. said they will not reimpose lifetime dollar limits

on benefits, a provision most important for patients with cancer and other expensive-to-treat diseases.

 

The actions left in question the fate of other provisions in the health care law, including a requirement

for new coverage for children up to age 19 with existing medical conditions.

 

Nor do the voluntary announcements cover everyone.



 

United Health and Humana said their announcements would affect customers with individual policies

and those who receive small-group coverage through work.

 

Workers and families who receive coverage from large employers that pay their own medical claims are

unaffected. Those employers will make their own decisions how to respond to the court's ruling.

 

Neither company provided an estimate of how many of their customers would be affected by their

announcement.

 

The nonpartisan Kaiser Family Foundation estimates that 60 percent of covered workers are in plans

that are self-funded by their employers.

 

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 



From: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

Obama Administration Policies Weakening Economy; 
GOP Plan Will Help Create More American Jobs 

June 2, 2011 I Posted by Kati e Boyd I Permalink 

This week's headlines say it all: "Report: Private sector job market sluggish in May," "Home 
prices hit lowest level since April '09 in double dip ,• "U.S. economy: manufacturing slowdown 
the latest sign the recovery is faltering ," "Signs point to an economy growing more slowly." 
The Obama Administration's failed economic policies have piled more debt on the backs of 
our kids and grandkids, while fa iling to deliver on the 'stimulus' promise of more American 
jobs and stronger economic growth. Here's what news outlets and experts are saying about 
the impact the Obama Administration's policies - from the job-crushing ObamaCare law, to 
the mountain of debt, to the miles of red tape coming out of Washington - are having on the 
struggling economy: 

• "Strong-Performing Economies Need Clarity. [President] Barack Obama Has 
Given Ours Indecision Stretching to the Horizon." "It is sometimes unfair to tag 
presidents with blame for an underperforming economy. Not this time. This president 
made conscious policy choices during a deep recession to reorder vast swaths of 
American industry. Strong-performing economies need clarity. Barack Obama has 
given ours indecision stretching to the horizon. And economic growth, like a long gray 
day, sits still below 3%." (Daniel Henninger, op-ed, "Obama's Cloud Economy," The 
Wall Street Journal, 6/2/11) 



• President Obama's 'Stimulus' "Was a Complete Bust." "Aside from his explosion of 
federal deficits, Obama's economic policies to date have consisted of bullying 
businesses to help union allies, undermining economic confidence with ferocious, 
personal attacks on business lenders, and roll ing out hundreds of suffocating new 
regulations. His $800 billion economic stimulus package was a complete bust. . .. 
When will Obama acknowledge ownership of the economic problems he has 
mismanaged for the past 28 months, and try something different?" (Editorial, "Obama 
Has Only Himself to Blame for Economic Doldrums," The Washington Examiner, 
6/2111 ) 

• "Extraordinarily Reckless Fiscal Profligacy Is Hurting Our Recovery." 
"Economists also widely believe that our extraordinarily reckless fiscal profligacy is 
hurting our recovery. From 2008 to 2010, the U.S. borrowed over $3.1 trillion. It will 
borrow another $1.5 trillion this year. At the same time, the Fed has added $2 trillion 
to its balance sheet, mostly to buy all that new debt. As Michael Pento, senior 
economist at Euro Pacific Capital, noted Wednesday, 'genuine government stimulus 
comes from low taxes, stable prices, reduced regulation and low debt. Our economic 
policymakers have scrupulously avoided such remedies.' Bingo." (Editorial, "U.S. Is 
Already in a Growth Recession ," Investor's Business Daily, 6/2/11) 

• "What's Lacking Here is Confidence." "If there was a serious pro-growth movement 
in Washington to accelerate tax-reform overhaul and pin-back regulatory barriers like 
the National Labor Relations Board war with Boeing, the EPA war against energy and 
the Obamacare threats that are too numerous to count, that just might revive the 
animal spirits. But what we know for sure is that small businesses are barely hiring 
today, and that brand new startups are few and far between. What's lacking here is 
confidence." (Larry Kudlow, "Boneheaded Stimulus Never Works," National Review, 
6/1/11 ) 

The new House majority has put forth A Plan for America's Job Creators that will help spur 
private-sector job creation and bolster the sluggish economic recovery. The plan builds on 
the GOP's Pledge to America and includes proposals to simplify the tax code for families and 
small business, boost American energy production, and rein in the red tape that is making it 
harder to create jobs. Learn more here: http://www.gop.gov/ jobs. 

SPEAKER PRESS OFFICE 
REP. JOHN BOEHNER (R-OH) 
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From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon
Steinmann (bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us); brandymarty03  Brian McManus
( ); Brian Nutt ( ); carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine
Bartel; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); clipparelli ;
CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie
Hohlt ); Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon
(Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emainigi ; Eric
Finkbeiner (eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov); griffin ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us;
jabot10 ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck
(jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov); Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes
(barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov);
Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John
Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov); joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman ; Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov);
Lgromis  Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson
(msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); Marissa Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov);
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov); Michael DiSabato
(Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mkennicott ; mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole
Guillemard ( ; rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness
( ; Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Stephen
Waguespack (wags@la.gov); tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd
Smith ); travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov);
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov
Subject: Obama solicitor general: If you don"t like mandate, earn less money
Date: Thursday, June 02, 2011 3:20:31 PM

I have a feeling that most of your bosses would prefer that businesses have a chance to grow in your
states (and generate more tax revenue) - - rather than the dilemma of hiring more people vs. being
subject to the individual mandate…
 
+++++
 
Obama solicitor general: If you don't like mandate, earn less money
Washington Examiner
Phillip Klein
June 2, 2011
http://washingtonexaminer.com/blogs/beltway-confidential/2011/06/obama-solicitor-general-if-
you-dont-mandate-earn-less-money?sms ss=twitter&at xt=4de7e72810fb3d71,0#ixzz1O9Pb4TYq
 
President Obama's solicitor general, defending the national health care law on Wednesday, told a
federal appeals court that Americans who didn't like the individual mandate could always avoid it by
choosing to earn less money.
 
Neal Kumar Katyal, the acting solicitor general, made the argument under questioning before the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit in Cincinnati, which was considering an appeal by the
Thomas More Law Center. (Listen to oral arguments here.)  The three-judge panel, which was
comprised of two Republican-appointed judges and a Democratic-appointed judge, expressed more
skepticism about the government's defense of the health care law than the Fourth Circuit panel that
heard the Virginia-based Obamacare challenge last month in Richmond. The Fourth Circuit panel
was made up entirely of Democrats, and two of the judges were appointed by Obama himself.



 
During the Sixth Circuit arguments, Judge Jeffrey Sutton, who was nominated by President George
W. Bush, asked Kaytal if he could name one Supreme Court case which considered the same
question as the one posed by the mandate, in which Congress used the Commerce Clause of the
U.S. Constitution as a tool to compel action.
 
Kaytal conceded that the Supreme Court had “never been confronted directly” with the question,
but cited the Heart of Atlanta Motel case as a relevant example. In that landmark 1964 civil rights
case, the Court ruled that Congress could use its Commerce Clause power to bar discrimination by
private businesses such as hotels and restaurants.
 
“They’re in the business,” Sutton pushed back. “They’re told if you’re going to be in the business,
this is what you have to do. In response to that law, they could have said, ‘We now exit the
business.’ Individuals don’t have that option.”
 
Kaytal responded by noting that the there's a provision in the health care law that allows people to
avoid the mandate.
 
“If we’re going to play that game, I think that game can be played here as well, because after all, the
minimum coverage provision only kicks in after people have earned a minimum amount of income,”
Kaytal said. “So it’s a penalty on earning a certain amount of income and self insuring. It’s not just on
self insuring on its own. So I guess one could say, just as the restaurant owner could depart the
market in Heart of Atlanta Hotel, someone doesn’t need to earn that much income. I think both are
kind of fanciful and I think get at…”
 
Sutton interjected, “That wasn’t in a single speech given in Congress about this...the idea that the
solution if you don’t like it is make a little less money.”
 
The so-called “hardship exemption” in the health care law is limited, and only applies to people who
cannot obtain insurance for less than 8 percent of their income. So earning less isn't necessarily a
solution, because it could then qualify the person for government-subsidized insurance.
 
Throughout the oral arguments, Kaytal struggled to respond to the panel's concerns about what the
limits of Congressional power would be if the courts ruled that they have the ability under the
Commerce Clause to force individuals to purchase something.
 
Sutton said it would it be “hard to see this limit” in Congressional power if the mandate is upheld,
and he honed in on the word “regulate” in the Commerce clause, explaining that the word implies
you're in a market. “You don’t put them in the market to regulate them,” he said.
 
In arguments before the Fourth Circuit last month, Kaytal also struggled with a judge's question
about what to do with the word “regulate,” to the point where the judge asked him to sit down to
come up with an answer. (More on that exchange here). Kaytal has fallen back on the Necessary and
Proper clause, insisting that it gives broader leeway to Congress.
 



Judge James Graham, a Reagan district court appointee who is temporarily hearing cases on the
appeals court, said, “I hear your arguments about the power of Congress under the Commerce
Clause, and I’m having difficulty seeing how there is any limit to the power as you’re defining it.”
 
Kaytal responded by referencing the United States v. Morrison, in which the Supreme Court struck
down parts of the Violence Against Women Act, and United States v. Lopez, which struck down gun
free school zones. In those cases, Kaytal responded, the Supreme Court set the limit that the
Commerce Clause had to regulate economic activities.
 
The health care market is unique, Kaytal responded, because everybody will eventually participate.
With the mandate, Kaytal said, “What Congress is regulating is not the failure to buy something. But
failure to secure financing for something everyone is going to buy.”
 
Graham acknowledged Kaytal's arguments, yet reiterated that he was “having trouble seeing the
limits.”
 
The problem with the “health care is unique” argument – and this is me talking – is that it just
creates an opening for future Congresses to regulate all sorts of things by either a) arguing that a
particular market is also special or b) finding a way to tie a given regulation to health care.
 
For instance, the example that's come up often is the idea of a law in which government forces
individuals to eat broccoli.
 
During the Sixth Circuit argument, Kaytal said that such an example doesn't apply, because if you
show up at a grocery store, nobody has to give you broccoli, whereas that is the case with health
care and hospital emergency rooms.
 
Yet that argument assumes that Congress passes such a law as a regulation of the food market.
What if the law was made as part of a regulation of the health care market? It isn't difficult to see
where that argument can go.
 
The broccoli example is really a proxy for a broader argument about whether the government can
compel individuals to engage in healthy behavior – it could just as well be eating salad, or exercising.
There's no doubt that a huge driver of our nation's health care costs are illnesses linked to bad
behavior. People who are overweight and out of shape cost more because they have increased risk
of heart disease, diabetes, and so on. Those increased costs get passed on to all of us, because
government pays for nearly half of the nation's health care expenses, a number that's set to grow
under the new health care law. Is it really unrealistic to believe that future Congresses, looking for
ways to control health care costs, could compel healthy behavior in some way? More pertinently, is
there any reason why that would be unconstiutional under the precedent that would be set if the
individual mandate is upheld?
 
With most experts expecting the case to go before the Supreme Court, it seems the biggest obstacle
for the Obama administration is figuring out where power would be limited if the mandate were
upheld. Those challenging the law have made a clear and understandable limit by drawing a



distinction between regulating activity and regulating inactivity (i.e. the decision not to purchase
insurance). But simply saying the health care market is unique doesn't actually create a very clear or
understandable limit to Congressional power.
 
The 11th Circuit hears the case next week brought by 26 states led by Florida.
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ObamaCare a Factor in Bleak Jobs Report 

By Grace-Marie Turner 

Creation of new jobs has hit a wall, with employers creating 
just 18,000 jobs last month and sending the unemployment 
rate to 9.2%. The numbers would have been even worse had 
so many Americans not simply given up hope looking for work. 

I talked about this on FOX News this morning in the context of 
health care, of course. Here is the clip : 

In every meeting, speech, and media interview where I 
have a chance to talk with business owners, it is clear that the 
mandates in the health law are an important factor in 
depressing job creation. Small business is the engine for job 
growth in America, but a recent survey found that 70% of them 
have no plans to increase hiring in the next year. 

There are many reasons they aren't hiring - they don't have 
enough customers to justify expansion, they can't get credit 
from the banks, and they are uncertain about the future tax, 
regulatory, and economic climate. But the ObamaCare 
mandates are a big factor: 

• Some businesses are worried that hiring more workers 
would put them over the 50-employee limit and expose 
them to the expensive employer mandate. 

• Small businesses that already have more than 50 workers 
worry about the cost of providing new government
mandated coverage for their workers or the fines they 
would have to pay if they don't comply. 

• And larger companies are doing everything they can to 
pare back on hiring and automate entry-level jobs to avoid 
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the added cost of mandatory health insurance. 
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From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC)
Subject: Obamacare and Jobs -- Or Why America is NOT "Doing Just Fine"
Date: Wednesday, October 19, 2011 9:00:37 AM

Speaking on the Senate floor during his open, Senator Reid claimed that “It’s very clear that private
sector jobs have been doing just fine; it’s the public sector jobs where we’ve lost huge numbers.”
 
Unfortunately, private sector jobs have NOT been doing just fine – employment numbers haven’t
even kept up with population growth – and Obamacare is one of the major reasons.  Analysts at UBS
have stated that Obamacare is “arguably the biggest impediment to hiring, particularly hiring of less
skilled workers,” and that the law “has the added drawback of straining state and federal budgets,”
leading to the public sector job losses Sen. Reid talked about.  And the President of the Federal
Reserve Bank of Atlanta has said that he has “frequently heard strong comments to the effect of
‘my company won’t hire a single additional worker until we know what health insurance costs
are going to be.’”
 
Government intervention in the form of Obamacare is one of the reasons private sector firms
haven’t been hiring.  So why does Senator Reid think that yet more government intervention – this
in the form of new “stimulus” spending, coupled with a tax on job creators – will do anything
different?
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
 



From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC)
Subject: Obamacare Creating Thousands of Jobs. For Bureaucrats.
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 10:58:09 AM

Amidst continuing record-high unemployment and economic stagnation, it's worth looking at the
one area of the economy that HAS succeeded in creating jobs under President Obama – the federal
government.  According to Office of Personnel Management statistics, from September 2008 (just
before President Obama was elected) through December last year, the Department of Health and
Human Services grew by 9,424 employees.  That's a double-digit increase in the number of HHS
bureaucrats in just a three-year period.  

Judging from the data, it's very clear that those new bureaucrats are being used to implement
Obamacare.  For instance, employment in the Office of the Secretary went up by more than 3,000 (a
22% jump), and the number of bureaucrats at the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services
increased by over 800 (nearly a 20% increase).  The Office of the Secretary and CMS are two offices
most responsible for implementing Obamacare's stifling new regulations and mandates.
 
These 9,000+ new bureaucrats have certainly earned their keep.  Through the two-year anniversary
of Obamacare just last month, the federal government issued a whopping 12,307 pages of
regulations and notices in the Federal Register.  But while writing all these regulations has created
thousands of new jobs for government bureaucrats, the regulations themselves have stifled
employment for businesses.  A survey released yesterday by the US Chamber of Commerce found
that nearly three in four (73%) small businesses believe Obamacare is an obstacle to growing
their businesses and hiring additional workers.
 
So in fairness, Obamacare is creating many thousands of new jobs.  It’s just that those jobs are the
wrong kind of jobs – new taxpayer-funded government bureaucrats that hinder private sector
economic growth and new hiring.
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
(202) 224-5171
 



From: Lindsay Russell
To: margaret.whatley@finance.alabama.gov; cindy.sims@alaska.gov; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov;

honor.ingels@governor.alabama.gov; rserote@az.gov; JohnPatrick.Walsh ;
macarter32  Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
rob.jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; ts
sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; ahorst@sba.IN.gov; bburdick@gov.IN.gov; cruhl@omb.in.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov; doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov;
adam.nordstrom  hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; Jonathan.Ringo@la.gov; wags@la.gov;
brent mary.mayhew@maine.gov; GigliottiL@michigan.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov;
muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; msanderson@governor.state.ms.us;
lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
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Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Obamacare Exchange Regulations: More New Federal Requirements
Date: Monday, July 11, 2011 11:04:09 AM

FYI- Information on today’s Exchange Regulation release.
 
 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  |
 
HHS just released part of its Exchange regulations – a 244-page regulation regarding the
establishment of Exchanges, and a separate 103-page regulation regarding risk adjustment.  While
the Administration is trying to sell Exchanges as providing competition and flexibility, the 347 pages
of regulations contain the word “require” a whopping 811 times (628 instances in the Exchange
regulation, and 183 in the risk adjustment regulation).  It’s worth asking:  How flexible can a piece
of regulation that has 811 separate references to mandates and requirements be?
 
As noted previously, the documents just released comprise only *part* of the regulations necessary
for states to implement health insurance Exchanges under Obamacare.  Page 11 of the Exchange
rule notes that most of the critical elements of Exchanges are NOT included in today’s regulations:
 

Subjects included in the Affordable Care Act to be addressed in separate rulemaking include
but are not limited to: (1) standards for individual eligibility for participation in the Exchange,
advance payments of the premium tax credit, cost-sharing reductions, and related health
programs and appeals of eligibility determinations; (2) standards outlining the Exchange
process for issuing certificates of exemption from the individual responsibility requirement
and payment under section 1411(a)(4); (3) defining essential health benefits, actuarial value
and other benefit design standards; and (4) standards for Exchanges and QHP issuers



related to quality.
 
So in other words, states will NOT have all the information they need to decide whether and how to
construct their Exchanges after today’s release.  Moreover, if you think the 811 references to federal
mandates and requirements included in today’s regulation will place an onerous burden on states
and individuals, just wait until ALL of Obamacare’s regulations are released…
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946
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RSC Policy Brief: 

Update on the Florida Obamacare Lawsuit  
 

March 10, 2011 
 

 
Late Tuesday afternoon, the Department of Justice (DOJ) filed their appeal in the 11th Circuit 
Court of Appeals of Judge Roger Vinson’s January 31, 2011 declaratory judgment striking down 
as unconstitutional the entirety of Obamacare in the case, State of Florida v. U.S. Department of 
Human Services. This legal challenge is just one of many all over the country making their way 
through the federal courts, yet it has garnered the most attention.  This is because the parties 
bringing the case include over half of all of the states (26 states), as well as the National 
Federation of Independent Business and two private individuals. More importantly, however, it 
is the only legal challenge to date to completely invalidate President Obama’s signature health 
care reform law. This policy brief highlights a few recent updates to this landmark legal 
challenge, which according to most observers, will undoubtedly be decided by the U.S. Supreme 
Court sometime in the spring of 2012. 
 

Breaking down the “Motion to Clarify” 
 
Instead of filing a timely appeal or seeking an immediate stay pending an appeal, the federal 
government waited 17 days to file an “untimely and unorthodox” Motion to Clarify (“Motion”) 
the judgment. While Judge Vinson believed that his order was “as clear and unambiguous as it 
could be” (i.e., that Obamacare is unconstitutional and void), he granted the federal 
government’s Motion.  
 
He conditioned the Motion upon the federal government appealing his judgment to the 11th 
Circuit Court of Appeals, or directly to the Supreme Court, within seven calendar days and 
seeking an expedited appellate review because the nation will be “better off” the sooner this 
issue is finally decided by the Supreme Court. The federal government met these two conditions 
by filing their appeal and a motion to expedite the case late Tuesday afternoon. 
 
Despite Judge Vinson granting the federal government’s Motion and staying his judgment 
pending appeal, he issued some compelling statements worthy of taking notice: 
 
 Judge Vinson declared the individual mandate in section 1501 of Obamacare is 
unconstitutional and cannot be “severed” from the law because of its centrality to the 
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entire insurance market reform schemes Obamacare created. In deciding the severability 
issue, he noted:1 

• “At the time the Act passed, Congress knew for certain that legal challenges to the 
individual mandate were coming”; 

• “Congress’ own Research Service had essentially advised that the legal challenges would 
have merit (and therefore might result in the individual mandate being struck down) as it 
could not be said that the individual mandate had “solid constitutional foundation”; 

• “And yet, Congress specifically (and presumably intentionally) deleted the ‘severability 
clause’ that had been included in the earlier version of the Act.” 

• “…the conspicuous absence of a severability clause—which is ordinarily included in 
complex legislation as a matter of routine—could be viewed as strong evidence that 
Congress recognized that the Act could not operate as intended if the individual mandate 
was eventually struck down by the courts.” 

 
 Judge Vinson also found the federal government’s own arguments in defense of the 
individual mandate undermined its argument for severability:2 

• “…the [federal government] consistently and repeatedly highlighted the ‘essential’ role 
that the individual mandate played in the regulatory reform of the interstate health care 
and health insurance markets, which was the entire point of the Act.  

• The federal government argued”:3 
o “[The individual mandate] is essential  to the Act’s comprehensive scheme to 

ensure that health insurance coverage is available and affordable [and it ‘works in 
tandem’ with the health benefit exchanges, employer incentives, tax credits, and 
the Medicaid expansion].” 

o “[The absence of an individual mandate] would undermine the ‘comprehensive 
regulatory regime’ in the Act.”  

o “[The individual mandate] is essential to Congress’ overall regulatory reform of 
the interstate health care and health insurance markets…[it] is ‘essential’ to 
achieving key reforms of the interstate health insurance market…[and it is] 
necessary to make the other regulations in the Act effective.” 

• “In light of the defendant’s own arguments…and dozens of similar representations that 
they made throughout this case, I had no choice but to find that the individual mandate 
was essential to, and thus could not be severed from, the rest of the Act.”  

 
 Judge Vinson on the role of the federal judicial branch  

• By refraining from legislating from the bench, he expressed that “…because the Act was 
extremely lengthy and many of its provisions were dependent (directly or indirectly) on 
the individual mandate, it was improper of me (a judge) to engage in the quasi-legislative 
undertaking of deciding which of the Act’s several hundred provisions could theoretically 
survive without the individual mandate (as a technical or proper matter) and which could 
not—or which provisions Congress could have arguably wanted to survive.” 4 

                                                 
1 Order at page 6.  
2 Order at page 6 &7.  
3 Order at page 7. Memorandum in Support of Defendant’s Motion to Dismiss (doc. 56-1), at 46-48 (emphasis 
added).  
4 Order at page 7.  
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 Judge Vinson’s reasoning for not granting the States’ request for an injunction to halt 
implementation of Obamacare:5 

• “…there is a long-standing presumption ‘that officials of the Executive Branch will 
adhere to the law as declared by the court. As a result, the declaratory judgment is the 
functional equivalent of an injunction.” 

• “There is no reason to conclude that this presumption should not apply here [in this case]. 
Thus the award of declaratory relief is adequate and separate injunctive relief is not 
necessary.”  

• Even though this language “seems to be plain and unambiguous…the [federal 
government] have indicated that they ‘do not interpret the Court’s order as requiring them 
to cease [implementing and enforcing the Act].” 

• “…the [federal government] expressly assured the court that, in light of the ‘long-
standing presumption that a declaratory judgment provides adequate relief as against an 
executive officer, as it will not be presumed that that officer will ignore the judgment of 
the Court…” which is exactly what the federal government did for 17 days.  

 
 Judge Vinson highlighting his concern about the powers of Congress: 

• “Even the district courts that have upheld the individual mandate seem to agree that 
‘activity’ is indeed required before Congress can exercise its authority under the 
Commerce Clause. They have simply determined that an individual’s decision not to buy 
health insurance qualifies as activity. For example, in the most recent case, Mead v. 
Holder,--F. Supp. 2d--,2011 WL611139 (D.C.C. Feb. 22, 2011), the District Court for the 
District of Columbia concluded that “[m]aking a choice is an affirmative action, whether 
one decides to do something or not do something,” and, therefore, Congress can regulate 
‘mental activity’ under the commerce power.”6 

• “Although I strongly believe that expanding the commerce power to permit Congress to 
regulate and mandate mental decisions not to purchase health insurance (or any other 
product or service) would emasculate much of the rest of the Constitution and effectively 
remove all limitations on the power of the federal government, I recognize that others 
believe otherwise.”7 

• “…two days after my [January 31, 2011] order was entered, the Senate Judiciary 
Committee held a hearing to explore the Constitutionality of the individual mandate. The 
possibility of a “broccoli mandate” was discussed at this hearing. Former Solicitor 
General and Harvard law professor Charles Fried testified (during the course of 
defending the Constitutionality of the individual mandate) that under this view of the 
commerce power Congress could, indeed, mandate that everyone buy broccoli.8 This 
testimony only highlights my concern because it directly undercuts the defendants’ 
principal argument for why an economic mandate is justified here.” 

 
 

                                                 
5 Order at page 10. 
6 Order at page 3, footnote. 
7 Order at page 15.  
8 Order at page 4 citing Transcript of Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing: Constitutionality of the Affordable Care 
Act (Feb. 2, 2011).  
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Key Takeaway 
 
As noted earlier in this briefing, it is widely accepted that the Supreme Court will be the ultimate 
arbiter of Obamacare’s constitutionality in this case (and the other related ones). The question is 
when not if the high court weighs in. Many Americans are disappointed that Judge Vinson did 
not dismiss the federal government’s Motion, and therefore, halt implementation of Obamacare 
in its tracks. His decision to grant a stay leaves many observers pondering how he could initially 
void the entire law, and then allow it to continue being implemented pending appeal.  Some 
speculate that Judge Vinson figured the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals would have granted the 
stay of his ruling anyway, and therefore, simply sought to speed up the case.  
 
On the bright side for those who are rooting for a Supreme Court victory, Judge Vinson’s makes 
a strong case for the appeals and high court to affirm his declaratory judgment. At least three-
quarters of his order on the federal government’s quixotic Motion clarified his opinion to the 
question at issue: the individual mandate is unconstitutional and so is the entire government 
takeover of our health industry.  
 
 

RSC Staff Contact: Joe Murray, joe.murray@mail.house.gov (202)-225-6168. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
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• “At the time the Act passed, Congress knew for certain that legal challenges to the 

individual mandate were coming”; 

• “Congress’ own Research Service had essentially advised that the legal challenges would 

have merit (and therefore might result in the individual mandate being struck down) as it 
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• By refraining from legislating from the bench, he expressed that “…because the Act was 

extremely lengthy and many of its provisions were dependent (directly or indirectly) on 

the individual mandate, it was improper of me (a judge) to engage in the quasi-legislative 
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4
 

                                                 
1
 Order at page 6.  

2
 Order at page 6 &7.  

3
 Order at page 7. Memorandum in Support of Defendant’s Motion to Dismiss (doc. 56-1), at 46-48 (emphasis 

added).  
4
 Order at page 7.  
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health insurance qualifies as activity. For example, in the most recent case, Mead v. 

Holder,--F. Supp. 2d--,2011 WL611139 (D.C.C. Feb. 22, 2011), the District Court for the 

District of Columbia concluded that “[m]aking a choice is an affirmative action, whether 

one decides to do something or not do something,” and, therefore, Congress can regulate 

‘mental activity’ under the commerce power.”
6
 

• “Although I strongly believe that expanding the commerce power to permit Congress to 

regulate and mandate mental decisions not to purchase health insurance (or any other 

product or service) would emasculate much of the rest of the Constitution and effectively 

remove all limitations on the power of the federal government, I recognize that others 

believe otherwise.”
7
 

• “…two days after my [January 31, 2011] order was entered, the Senate Judiciary 

Committee held a hearing to explore the Constitutionality of the individual mandate. The 

possibility of a “broccoli mandate” was discussed at this hearing. Former Solicitor 

General and Harvard law professor Charles Fried testified (during the course of 

defending the Constitutionality of the individual mandate) that under this view of the 

commerce power Congress could, indeed, mandate that everyone buy broccoli.
8
 This 

testimony only highlights my concern because it directly undercuts the defendants’ 

principal argument for why an economic mandate is justified here.” 
 

 
                                                 
5
 Order at page 10. 

6
 Order at page 3, footnote. 

7
 Order at page 15.  

8
 Order at page 4 citing Transcript of Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing: Constitutionality of the Affordable Care 

Act (Feb. 2, 2011).  
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Key Takeaway 
 

As noted earlier in this briefing, it is widely accepted that the Supreme Court will be the ultimate 

arbiter of Obamacare’s constitutionality in this case (and the other related ones). The question is 

when not if the high court weighs in. Many Americans are disappointed that Judge Vinson did 

not dismiss the federal government’s Motion, and therefore, halt implementation of Obamacare 

in its tracks. His decision to grant a stay leaves many observers pondering how he could initially 

void the entire law, and then allow it to continue being implemented pending appeal.  Some 

speculate that Judge Vinson figured the 11
th

 Circuit Court of Appeals would have granted the 

stay of his ruling anyway, and therefore, simply sought to speed up the case.  

 

On the bright side for those who are rooting for a Supreme Court victory, Judge Vinson’s makes 

a strong case for the appeals and high court to affirm his declaratory judgment. At least three-

quarters of his order on the federal government’s quixotic Motion clarified his opinion to the 

question at issue: the individual mandate is unconstitutional and so is the entire government 

takeover of our health industry.  
 

 

RSC Staff Contact: Joe Murray, joe.murray@mail.house.gov (202)-225-6168. 
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From: Lindsay Russell
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: ObamaCare Tax Hits Middle Class
Date: Wednesday, September 19, 2012 5:07:42 PM

All,

ICYMI- The Senate Republican Communication Center has released some excellent talking
points in response to the newest Congressional Budget Office Report regarding the cost of the
ACA to the middle class.  

Let me know if you have any questions.

Best,

 

Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  |
 
 

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS
 

CBO: ObamaCare Tax Hits Middle Class
New CBO Data Shows That 80 Percent Of Those Paying

ObamaCare’s Mandate Tax Will Be Families Earning Less Than
$123K

 

New CBO Data: ‘The Middle Class — Will Have To Pay’
 

“Congressional budget analysts are now estimating that nearly 6 million Americans — most of them in
the middle class — will have to pay a tax penalty for not getting health insurance once President
Barack Obama’s health care law is fully in place. That’s 2 million more than a previous estimate
found...” (“Tax Penalty To Hit Nearly 6M Uninsured People,” AP, 9/19/12)
 



·         “The average penalty will be nearly $1,200.” (“Tax Penalty To Hit Nearly 6M Uninsured People,” AP, 9/19/12)
 

·         Four out of five who will pay penalty have an adjusted gross income of less than $123,000.
(“Payments Of Penalties For Being Uninsured Under The Affordable Care Act,” CBO, P.2, 9/12)

 

BROKEN PROMISE: ‘Absolutely Not A Tax Increase’
 

STEPHANOPOULOS: “Under this mandate, the government is forcing people to spend money, fining
you if you don’t. How is that not a tax?” … PRESIDENT OBAMA:  “No. That's not true, George. The
— for us to say that you've got to take a responsibility to get health insurance is absolutely not a tax
increase.  What it's saying is, is that we're not going to have other people carrying your burdens for
you anymore than the fact that right now everybody in America, just about, has to get auto insurance.
Nobody considers that a tax increase.” (“Obama: Mandate Is Not A Tax,” ABC News, 9/20/09)
 

SEN. BARACK OBAMA (D-IL): “And if you're a family making less than $250,000 a year, my plan
won't raise your taxes one penny -- not your income taxes, not your payroll taxes, not your capital
gains taxes, not any of your taxes.” (Barack Obama, Remarks, Orlando, FL, 8/3/08)

 

Household Income Down: ‘Middle Class Lost Ground Again Last Year’
 

The Washington Post: “The middle class lost ground again last year, falling to an all-time low in their
share of how much income they take in, new census data released Wednesday showed.” (“Census:
Middle Class Shrinks To An All-Time Low,” The Washington Post, 9/12/12)
 

U.S. Census Bureau: “Real median household income in the United States in 2011 was $50,054, a
1.5 percent decline from the 2010 median and the second consecutive annual drop.” (“Income, Poverty
And Health Insurance Coverage In The United States: 2011 Press Release” U.S. Census Bureau, 9/12/12)
 

·         Household income down $777. “2010 Median income, All households: $50,831 … 2011 Median
income, All households: $50,054.” (“Income, Poverty And Health Insurance Coverage In The United States: 2011
Press Release” U.S. Census Bureau, P.6, 9/12/12)

 

·         “In 2011, real median household income was 8.1 percent lower than in 2007, the year before the
most recent recession…” (“Income, Poverty And Health Insurance Coverage In The United States: 2011 Press
Release” U.S. Census Bureau, 9/12/12)

 

·         “Real median earnings of both men and women who worked full time, year-round declined by 2.5
percent between 2010 and 2011.” (“Income, Poverty And Health Insurance Coverage In The United States: 2011
Press Release” U.S. Census Bureau, 9/12/12)

 

###
SENATE REPUBLICAN COMMUNICATIONS CENTER

202.228.NEWS
 



 
 

OBAMACARE vs. ROMNEYCARE 
 

 
                       OBAMACARE      ROMNEYCARE      
   
Mandates that everyone be insured or pay a  Mandates that everyone be insured or pay for  
tax       their own healthcare 
 
Mandate upheld by Supreme Court as a tax Mandate upheld by 10th Amendment of U.S. Constitution as a 

penalty 
 
Funding:  $2.6 trillion over 10 years Funding: Medicaid funds allow individuals who 
(overall costs are unknown) can’t afford insurance to purchase policies  
 
Increases taxes by $500 billion (to fund plan) No increase in taxes to fund bill  
 
Cuts Medicare by $500 billion (to fund plan) No cuts to Medicare 
 
Enacted despite no purposed budget in place, Enacted after state budget was balanced, 
massive federal spending and soaring deficit adding only modest cost increase (1%) 
records 
 
Significantly expands federal government to Market driven solution to healthcare 
regulate healthcare system and insurance  
industry  
 
Everybody is in, nobody is out: no one allowed to  Everybody is free to choose to either purchase  
opt out health insurance or pay for their own healthcare 
 
Mandated benefits for healthcare coverage No mandated benefits for healthcare coverage 
  
Dictates and regulates provider services Does not dictate or regulate provider services  
 
“One size fits all” plan for entire USA A state solution to a state problem, pertaining to residents of 

Massachusetts only 
 
Goal is to create single-payer government-run    Goal is to insure residents who do not have  
insurance for all citizens health insurance and to prevent “free-riders” who can afford  
 insurance from purposely using emergency room as their 

healthcare plan   
 
Employer penalty (tax) for not providing health No employer penalty for not providing health  
Insurance insurance 
 
Establishes 15 member board of unelected  Maintains patient/doctor relationship for  
bureaucrats to control and ration healthcare determining  individual’s care 
benefits 
 
No bipartisan input or support in passing bill Very strong bipartisan input and support in passing bill 
 
 



From: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

ObamaCare: One Year of Broken Promises 

March 23, 2011 I Posted by Speaker Boehner's Press Office I Permalink 

"If there's a constant in the story of ObamaCare, it's broken promises," House Speaker John 
Boehner says in a new video marking one year of the job-crushing health care law, and all its fewer 
jobs, higher costs, and reduced coverage. Watch Boehner here : 

As Boehner says in the video, "Instead of creating jobs, employers have been handed more 
uncertainty and more headaches. Instead of lower costs, families and small businesses are being 
squeezed even further. Instead of keeping what they like, millions are being forced off their coverage." 

It's no wonder that a majority of Americans opposed the law a year ago -- and still oppose it today. 
Republicans are listening and made a Pledge to America to repeal ObamaCare and replace it 
with common-sense reforms that lower costs and protect jobs. 

Since January, the House has worked to keep that pledge and voted to fully repeal the $2.6 tr illion 
health care law ; to defund the law as part of H.R. 1; and to repeal the job-destroying 1099 small 
business mandate. And last week, Speaker Boehner announced the House will soon vote to eliminate 
mandatorv spending slush funds in ObamaCare. 



To stay up to date on the fight to repeal and defund this job-crushing law, stay connected with the 
Office of the Speaker on Facebook, Twitter, and on Speaker.gov. 

- Speaker Boehner's Press Office 

P.S. Scrapping ObamaCare is just one part of our pledge to end the uncertainty facing small 
businesses so they can start h iring again . Republicans are also cutting spending to address our 
job-crushing debt burden, reining in excessive government regulations, and promoting the American 
Eneray Initiative -- an ongoing effort to address rising gas prices and create new jobs by expanding 
American energy production and implementing an all-of-the-above energy strategy. Click here to 
learn more and to "Like" the American Energy Initiative o n Facebook: 

SPEAKER PRESS OFFICE 
REP. JOHN BOEHNER (R-OH) 

H-232, THE CAPITOL 
(202) 225-0600 I SPEAKER.GOV 

WEBSITE I CONTACT I PRIVACY POLICY 
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FFIS Weekly Update – October 16, 2012 
 
AGRICULTURE 
October 11, 2012: Forest Service Awards $3 Million for Great Lakes Restoration Initiative The 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Forest Service announced $3 million in grants to six states—Ohio, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, New York, Illinois, and Indiana—under the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. The 
funds will help states improve tree canopy, forest cover, and water quality. Details on the new awards 
can be found here: http://tinyurl.com/8ldbvxy  
 
October 11, 2012: USDA Announces $1.95 Billion for Rural Utilities USDA’s Rural Utility Service (RUS) 
announced a total $1.95 billion in loan guarantees to improve the efficiency of rural electric generation 
and transmission systems. Utility and electric cooperatives in 23 states will receive funds. More 
information on the RUS funding can be accessed here: http://tinyurl.com/8nhe4mt  
 
ENERGY 
October 11, 2012: DOE Releases New Guidance on Property Acquired under WAP The Department of 
Energy (DOE) released new guidance to clarify the regulatory obligations that apply to property acquired 
under the Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) Formula and ARRA grants. Click here to access the 
guidance: http://waptac.org/data/files/website docs/government/guidance/2013/wpn-13-04.pdf 
 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
October 12, 2012: ACF Provides Information on Title IV-E Demonstrations The Administration for 
Children and Families (ACF) released the following document that provides a summary of the nine child 
welfare waiver demonstrations approved for FY 2012: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/title-ive-waiver-summaries 
 
October 11, 2012: SAMHSA Posts 2012 Grant Awards The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) posted to its website a complete listing of grant awards for FY 2012: 
http://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/advisories/1210114353.aspx 
 
October 11, 2012:  CMS Provides Information on Medicare Part D Clawback Charges The Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released the following information bulletin to states to provide 
details on the phased-down state contribution per capita rates for January-September 2013: 
http://www.ffis.org/sites/ffis.org/files/public/2013 Phase Down State Contribution.pdf 
 
October 10, 2012: SAMHSA Proposes Uniform Application Guidance for Two Major Block Grants 
SAMHSA is requesting approval from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to revise the FY 
2014-2015 guidance and instructions for the Community Mental Health Services Block Grant and the  
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Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant into a uniform application. More details, 
including a summary of comments received on the proposal, are available at: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-10-10/pdf/2012-24862.pdf  

October 10, 2012: CMS Releases Bulletin on Annual Reassignments for Certain Low-Income Subsidy 
Eligible Individuals CMS released the following bulletin on the next steps in the annual reassignment 
process to assist states in understanding their role in ensuring that dual eligible beneficiaries have 
coverage under the Medicare Part D prescription drug benefit: http://www.medicaid.gov/Federal-
Policy-Guidance/downloads/CIB-10-10-12.pdf 
 
October 9, 2012: ACF Announces 2012 Adoption Excellence Awards ACF presented the 2012 adoption 
excellence awards, which honor states, local agencies, private organizations, courts, businesses, 
individuals, and families for making key contributions to increasing the number of children from foster 
care who are adopted. Click here for a list of awardees: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/adoption-excellence-awards-2012 
 
October 5, 2012: ACF Issues Guidance on Head Start Noncompetitive Awards ACF issued the following 
guidance to advise grantees of the process to request consideration for a noncompetitive five-year grant 
award: http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/standards/PIs/2012/resour pri 003 100512.html 
 
ACF Releases Adoption Incentive Awards ACF awarded $32 million in adoption incentive awards for 
earning year 2011. A list of current and past awards is available at: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/adopt incentive history.pdf 
 
HEALTH CARE REFORM 
October 12, 2012: CCIIO Announces Additional Awards for Consumer Oriented and Operated Plan (CO-
OP) Program The Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) announces awards 
for the CO-OP program on a rolling basis. Updated award information can be found at: 
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2012/02/coops02212012a.html 
 
October 11, 2012: HHS Announces National Health Service Corps Awards In FY 2012, the National 
Health Service Corps made nearly 4,600 loan repayment and scholarship awards, totaling $229.4 million. 
More details are available on the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) website: 
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2012pres/10/20121011a.html 
 
October 5, 2012: CMS Releases Cost Allocation Questions and Answers CMS issued supplemental 
guidance on cost allocation for health insurance exchanges and Medicaid information systems: 
http://www.medicaid.gov/AffordableCareAct/Provisions/Downloads/Key-Cost-Allocation-QAs-10-05-
12.pdf 
 
October 5, 2012: CMS Releases Online Application for Waivers CMS unveiled online applications for 
section 1115 demonstration waivers and for section 1915(b)(4) waivers for fee-for-service selective 
contracting. See the links below for more information.  
 
Section 1115 template: http://www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-Information/By-
Topics/Waivers/1115/application.html 
Section 1915(b): http://www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-Information/By-
Topics/Waivers/Downloads/1915b4-FFS-Application.pdf 
 
September 2012: GAO Issues Report on Prevention and Public Health Fund (PPHF) The Government 
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Accountability Office (GAO) released a report that details those activities funded from the PPHF in FYs 
2010 and 2011. The report describes the activities, the process/criteria used to allocate funds, and HHS’s 
reporting of the outcomes. The full report can be accessed at: 
http://www.gao.gov/assets/650/648310.pdf 
 
HOUSING 
October 11, 2012: HUD Awards $5 Million in Choice Neighborhoods Planning Grants The Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced that 17 communities will receive $4.95 million in 
Choice Neighborhoods Planning Grants. These grants are intended to provide communities with funding 
to craft comprehensive, community-driven plans to revitalize public or other HUD-assisted housing and 
transform distressed neighborhoods. Click here for more information: 
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/press/press releases media advisories/2012/HUDNo.12-
164 
 
JUSTICE 
October 11, 2012: State Justice Institute Publishes Grant Guidance The State Justice Institute published 
FY 2013 grant guidelines in the Federal Register. These guidelines set forth the administrative, 
programmatic, and financial requirements for its grants, cooperative agreements, and contracts. Click 
here to view the information: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-10-11/pdf/2012-24990.pdf 
 
LABOR 
October 10, 2012: ETA Releases New Disaster Unemployment Weekly Benefit Amounts The 
Department of Labor’s (DOL) Employment and Training Administration (ETA) released calculations for 
the new minimum disaster unemployment assistance (DUA) weekly benefit amounts. These DUA 
amounts will be used for all major disasters declared during the first quarter of FY 2013 (October 1, 
2012-December 31, 2012). To access ETA’s guidance, click here: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/UIPL/UIPL 2 13.pdf  
 
October 9, 2012: DOL Announces $20 Million for Public-Private Partnerships in Nine States DOL 
announced $20 million in awards for 10 public-private partnerships in nine states. The partnerships 
were awarded through the Advanced Manufacturing Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge, which 
is a competitive, multi-agency grant awarded to strengthen advanced manufacturing at the local level. 
To read more about the grants, click here: 
http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/ETA20122056.htm#.UHwimG A8oM  
 
NUTRITION 
October 9, 2012: FNS Releases Two Fact Sheets on School Meal Guidelines USDA’s Food and Nutrition 
Service (FNS) released two fact sheets on USDA’s new school meal guidelines. The first fact sheet 
summarizes requirements for calories served under school meals. The second fact sheet provides an 
explanation for after-school meal service and athletic programs as they relate to the meal guidelines. 
The fact sheets can be accessed through the links below. 
 
Calories: http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Governance/Legislation/HHFKAfactsheet-calories.pdf  
After-school meals and athletic programs: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Governance/Legislation/HHFKAfactsheet-athletics.pdf  
 
TRANSPORTATION 
October 12, 2012: DOT Announces $2.3 Million for State Maritime Academies The Department of 
Transportation’s (DOT) Maritime Administration announced that six state maritime academies will 
receive an additional $2.3 million total from a government program that recycles obsolete vessels. Click 
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here for details: http://www.dot.gov/briefing-room/us-department-transportation-announces-23-
million-state-maritime-academies 
 
October 11, 2012: DOT Awards States and Communities $45 million in Pipeline Safety Grants DOT’s 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) announced that 46 states, the District 
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands will receive nearly $44 million in Pipeline Safety Base 
grants and 23 communities around the country will share nearly $1 million in Technical Assistance 
Grants to augment state and local pipeline safety efforts. Click here for details: 
http://www.dot.gov/briefing-room/usdot-awards-states-and-communities-45-million-pipeline-safety-
grants 
 
ARRA 
September 28, 2012: OIG Releases Report on Districts’ Use of ARRA Funds The Office of the Inspector 
General (OIG) released a report on how school districts across the country used funds provided under 
ARRA and the Education Jobs Fund. To read the report, click here: 
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oig/auditreports/fy2012/a09l0006com.pdf  
 
 



From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie; Lieser, Derek G.
Subject: OHIE (3).xlsx
Date: Tuesday, March 08, 2011 5:54:46 PM
Attachments: OHIE (3).xlsx

Katie – Per your request, attached, is the current stakeholder list signed up for workgroups. 
Individuals are continuing to sign up so this list will continue to grow, but this is what we have as of
this evening.
 
We will follow with some information regarding possible Consumer and Advocacy group
representatives.
 
Thank you,
Nicole
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager | 

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.9444 x 56479| Cell  | E-mail
NicolePJ@health.ok.gov

 
 



Oklahoma Healthcare· Exc.hange. Stake·holde·r Meeting 
ODMHSAS Training Center 

Wednesday, January 26, 2011 Rose Rock Conference Room Exchange Project Managers: 

10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 2401 NW 23rd Street, Suite 1F Derek Lieser 

Oklahoma City, OK 73107 Nicole Prieto Johns 

Purpose of the meeting: 
1. Begin process of developing a common understanding of what a healthcare exchange in 

Oklahoma must do. 
2. Discuss Planning Grant requirements and objectives. 
3. Share a plan to involve stakeholders in identifying and refining a set of issues to be considered in 

planning for an Oklahoma exchange. 
4. Discuss Exchange Planning Timeline and establishment of objectives to be met prior to the next 

general stakeholder meeting. 

Agenda 

I. Welcome and Meeting Overview 

II. What an exchange is expected to do/ Questions 
Overview presentation of exchange purpose, discussion of key business f unctions of an Oklahoma 
state based health insurance exchange and the role of Exchange planning stakeholders. 

Ill. Recent Events 
a) Award of Federa l Planning Grant 

b) 
c) 
d) 

RFP to engage gap ana lysis contractor 
Application for Early Innovator Grant 

Oklahoma Health Information Trust (HIE) 

IV. Organization of Stakeholder Key Planning Task Groups 
a) Present and discuss high-level exchange issues, and key questions to be analyzed 
b) Discuss development of Key Planning Task Groups 

c) Discuss objectives to be met prior to next general stakeholder meeting 
d) Planning project t imeline 

V. Stakeholder Participation 
a) Discuss available volunteer opportunities and how to participate 

b) Presentat ion on available video conferencing capabilities 

VI. Open Forum 

VII. Overview objectives for next meeting/ Adjournment 



From: Nicole Prieto Johns
To: Derek Lieser; Mike Rhoads; Frank Stone; Susan Dobbins; Katie Altshuler; J Hudgens; Buck, Steven; Nico

Gomez; Cindy Roberts ; Buffy Heater; Matthew Lucas
Subject: OHX: Agenda for Steering Committee Mtg.
Date: Thursday, February 03, 2011 9:45:57 AM
Attachments: OHX Steering Agenda - 02 03 2010.doc

HB2130 INT 2011 Proposed Bill.rtf

OHX Steering Committee Members: 
 
Attached is the Agenda for the Steering Committee Meeting this afternoon for
your review prior to the meeting.  Also attached is HB2130, a bill sponsored by
Speaker of the House, Kris Steele.  It is a revision of the original HUB (HB2026)
bill that was passed in 2009.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions
you may have regarding the agenda items.
 
Thank you,
Nicole
 

 

 S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Project  Manager,   Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange | Office:  405.522.7685 |
Nicole.PrietoJohns@OKHCA.org
The contents  of this electronic  message, including attachments, are transmitted by the Office of State Finance, an Oklahoma government agency according to the
Uniform Electronic  Transactions Act,  12A O.S. 15-101 et seq.  This message is intended for use by the named addressee only  and may contain information that is
confidential or private according to state or federal  laws.  If you have received this electronic  message in error, please notify the sender  by a “reply to sender  only”
message, delete it  completely from your computer and maintain confidentiality of the message.  Any unauthorized disclosure, distribution, or use of the contents  of this
message is prohibited  and subjects  the user to penalty of law.

 
 

From: Derek Lieser 
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:50 AM
To: 'Mike Rhoads'; Frank.Stone@oid.ok.gov; 'Susan Dobbins'; 'Katie Altshuler'; J Hudgens; Buck,
Steven; Nicole Prieto Johns; Nico Gomez; Cindy Roberts; Buffy Heater; Matthew Lucas
Subject: OHX: Steering Committee
 
OHX Steering Committee: Good morning,
 
Hope everyone was able to make it into work safely.  I wanted to remind you that we still plan
to meet today at the OHCA offices at 1pm. See attached invitation.
 
Understanding that some of us will need to travel I wanted to offer up a conference line. If
you’d like to take advantage of this send me an email with the number you’ll be at and we’ll
make sure and dial you in.
 
Respectfully,
Derek
 
Derek Lieser | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager |
2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73107 | Office: 405.522.7270 | Fax: 405.530.7102 | E-mail:
Derek.Lieser@okhca.org

 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 



is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Derek Lieser
To: Mike Rhoads; Frank Stone; Susan Dobbins; Katie Altshuler; J Hudgens; Buck, Steven; Nicole Prieto Johns ;

Nico Gomez; Cindy Roberts; Buffy Heater; Matthew Lucas
Subject: OHX: Steering Committee
Date: Thursday, February 03, 2011 8:48:34 AM
Attachments: OHX Steering Committee.msg

OHX Steering Committee: Good morning,
 
Hope everyone was able to make it into work safely.  I wanted to remind you that we still plan
to meet today at the OHCA offices at 1pm. See attached invitation.
 
Understanding that some of us will need to travel I wanted to offer up a conference line. If
you’d like to take advantage of this send me an email with the number you’ll be at and we’ll
make sure and dial you in.
 
Respectfully,
Derek
 
Derek Lieser | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager |
2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73107 | Office: 405.522.7270 | Fax: 405.530.7102 | E-mail:
Derek.Lieser@okhca.org

 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Lieser, Derek G.
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; John Doak; Mike Rhoads; Cindy.Roberts@ohca.org; Buffy.Heater@ohca.org;

Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Jonathon.Buxton@okhouse.gov; ThompsonT@oksenate.gov; Rich Edwards;
Alex Pettit; John.Calabro@okhca.org; Howard.Hendrick@okdhs.org; tlwhite@odmhsas.org;
sbuck@odmhsas.org; Prieto Johns, Nicole S.; Lieser, Derek G.

Subject: OK Health Insurance Exchange: Planning RFP Posted
Date: Thursday, March 03, 2011 3:24:40 PM
Attachments: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Project Designated Vendor List 20101110 rev.docx

Per the request of the Steering Committee.
 
This is the direct link to the RFP:  http://www.dcs.state.ok.us/Solicitations.nsf  Bid Number
3400000941
 
The RFP has been posted to the DCS website. A copy of the Project Preferred Vendor List is
attached. The document itself is now open to the public and may be shared with any partners.
Please note that all contact with vendors regarding this RFP must be coordinated with DCS. If you
are contacted by a vendor regarding the RFP, please document the date, time, company name,
individual name, and the content of the conversation and forward this information to me.
Information provided to a vendor should be limited to directing them to contact the DCS Contracting
Officer identified in the solicitation (Jan Hall) with any questions.
 

Jan Hall, CPPB CPO
Contracting & Procurement Officer
Department of Central Services
Central Purchasing Division
Phone:  405-522-0702
Fax:  405-522-1078
Jan Hall@dcs.state.ok.us

 
 
The deadline for vendors to submit questions regarding the RFP is March 8. We will have 48 hours
to respond in writing and for DCS to issue an amendment with our response to the questions. The
RFP will close on March 17, at which time DCS will hold a public bid opening. DCS will then tabulate

the responses and we will hopefully be able to pick up our copies on the 18th for evaluation.  The
evaluation process should be concluded as quickly as possible, to allow sufficient time for

negotiation (if necessary) an award by the 1st.
 
Let me know if you have any questions or concerns regarding the bid process and I’ll speak with the
Contractor Division here at OSDH.
 
Respectfully,
Derek
 
Derek Lieser | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager | 

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Office: 405.271.9444 x 56332 | Mobile phone:  |
E-mail: DerekL@health.ok.gov



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: OK healthcare moving parts
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 11:14:14 AM

Hi Katie/Andrew:
 
RGPPC has been tracking internally where various states land on the PPACA moving parts. In order
to best advise our governors and staff for Thursday’s staff call and Friday’s governors’ call, we would
like to understand A) If what we have on file is accurate for your state, 2) May we share this
information with other states.
 
Thanks again for your fast attention. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me or Dustin.
 
Best,
Marie

 
 

Oklahoma
 

 
Medicaid Expansion:
Decision: Undecided, waiting until after the election
Announced: July 23, 2012
 
Insurance Exchange:
Decision: Undecided
 
Important Websites:
Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study implications
of the high court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-
to-study-implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400
 
Fallin won't decide on expanding Medicaid until after election
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120724_336_0_GovMar820522

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)



Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 



From: Nicole Prieto Johns
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange: Advisory Work Groups
Date: Friday, January 21, 2011 12:03:36 PM
Attachments: Key Advisory Work Groups Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange 2011.pdf

OHX Stakeholder Agenda - Jan 2010.doc
Shepherd Mall Floor Plan map.pdf

RE: Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange – ADVISORY WORK GROUP Signup
Information
        
Greetings Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange Stakeholders & Interested Parties:
 
In follow up to the previous email you were sent advising you of the public
meeting to be held on January 26th, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at the ODMHSAS
Training Center in the Shepherd Mall, this email contains information regarding
Advisory Work Groups to be formed.
 
Developing a common understanding of what an Oklahoma State Healthcare
Exchange must do is a critical first step in the creation of a strategic road map
for the Exchange.  To accomplish this step, Key Advisory Work Groups and sub-
groups will be formed to develop recommendations on Exchange related issues. 
Each Work Group and sub-group will be responsible to meet, discuss and
perform research to develop recommendations and advise on language to be used
for the development of a strategic plan for the Exchange.  Advisory Work Group
participation will require an estimated 3 month commitment.
 

Following are Key Issues, around which Advisory Work Groups and sub-groups
will be created:
 

1. Governance & Administrative Structure
2. Eligibility Process & Infrastructure
3. Enrollment
4. Information Technology
5. Carrier & Plan Selection
6. Financial Management
7. Education & Marketing

 
Attached to this email is a spreadsheet listing questions and considerations for
each of the seven Key Issues.  The spreadsheet also identifies the Project
Manager who will act as liaison for each Advisory Work Group. Please keep in
mind that the list of questions and considerations is not intended to be
exhaustive and is provided as a tool which can be used by the Advisory Work
Groups to initiate and focus group discussions.  Each Advisory Work Group will
be provided additional resources by the Project Managers as well as be
responsible to perform independent research on its assigned Key Issue. 
 

In preparation of our meeting next Wednesday, please review the attached list
and take careful consideration as to which Advisory Work Group(s) you would
like to participate. Advisory Work Group and sub-group participation will be
assigned based upon the knowledge, demonstrated leadership experience and



areas of expertise of each participant as well as each participant’s ability to
commit the time, effort and resources needed to adequately address the assigned
Key Issue.  In most cases participants will be assigned to the Advisory Work
Group(s) of their choice.
 

Your active participation will be a deciding factor in determining Oklahoma’s
success in the development of an Exchange. Additional information about the
formation and requirements of the Work Groups will be provided at the January
26th, 10:30am -12:00pm, General Stakeholder meeting.  We look forward to
seeing you then to further discuss your participation in an Advisory Work Group.
 
 

Thank you!
Exchange Project Managers,
Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser
 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns | Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse
Services | Healthcare Exchange | 2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
73107 | Office: 405.522.7685 | E-mail: Nicole.PrietoJohns@okhca.org
 
Derek Lieser | Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services |
Healthcare Exchange | 2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite A-1, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73107 |
Office: 405.522.7270 | E-mail: Derek.Lieser@okhca.org
 
 

 
 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ; Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon
Steinmann (bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us); brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus
( ; Brian Nutt ( ); carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Claude Ramsey
(Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); clipparelli  CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us;
dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ( ); Denise
Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug
Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); Ed Perez (eperez@osfr.state.tx.us); emainigi ; Eric Finkbeiner
(eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov); griffin  hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10 ;
jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov);
Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff
Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter
(jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz
(John.Katz@alaska.gov); joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman ; Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov);
Lgromis ; Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson
(msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov); mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael
Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov); Michael DiSabato
(Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mkennicott ; mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole
Guillemard ); rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness

); Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Spence
Geissinger ( ); Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov);
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith ( );
travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov);
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: brandi white@mcconnell.senate.gov; Lanier Swann (Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov)
Subject: OpEds: Boehner, Kristol
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 9:28:28 AM

Below please find editorials from Speaker Boehner (POLITICO) and Bill Kristol (WEEKLY STANDARD).
 
+++++
 
 
Change direction of federal spending
By Rep. John A. Boehner
POLITICO
April 13, 2011 11:47 PM EDT
 
Six months ago, shortly before the election, the Democrats who run Washington were preparing an
“omnibus” spending bill loaded with earmarks and job-crushing tax hikes on small businesses.
Today, the people’s House is due to vote on a bill that cuts $315 billion from the federal budget over
the next 10 years — the largest non-defense spending cut in our history, earmark-free and with
zero tax hikes. These are real cuts.
 
It isn’t cause for celebration or back-patting. It’s what happens when the American people speak
out. It’s what government should be doing.
 
This agreement isn’t perfect. But it is exactly what we need to pave the way for the “Path to
Prosperity” budget offered by Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), which moves the
debate from cutting billions of dollars to cutting trillions. It also cleans up the budget mess left by
the last Congress — sending a signal to job creators nationwide that we have begun to end
Washington’s spending binge.



 
“This first step,” the Stanford economist John B. Taylor wrote, “helps establish the credibility
needed for the budget strategy to increase economic growth and encourage private investment.”
 
Specifically, House Republicans – up against a Democratic-run Senate and Democratic-controlled
White House – forced an agreement that cuts nearly $40 billion, compared to FY 2010 spending
levels. This means the federal government will spend $78.5 billion less this year than President
Barack Obama proposed.
 
The total spending cut would have been even higher – nearly $45 billion – had we not fought for and
secured a $5 billion increase in defense spending. This ensures that our troops have the tools they
need to accomplish their multiple missions.
 
The American people are concerned not just about how much we’re spending, but how we’re
spending it. One Obamacare program is eliminated altogether in this agreement; a second is cut
nearly in half.
 
Four of the Obama administration’s controversial “czars” are eliminated – and the president is
prohibited from replacing them. These include the “czars” charged with overseeing his government
takeover of health care and tasked with implementing the president’s job-crushing national energy
tax. They’re gone. The administration is signaling it will challenge the constitutionality of these
provisions. We say: Bring it on.
 
The agreement also secures Senate votes and debates on de-funding two of the president’s top
priorities – his job-crushing health care law and Planned Parenthood. It saves the successful D.C.
school choice program that Democrats have been trying to eliminate for years.
 
The Environmental Protection Agency, considered a prime source of government overregulation, is
to have its budget cut by 16 percent. Students will no longer be able to draw two Pell Grant awards
at the same time — saving taxpayers $35 billion over the next 10 years.
 
More than 40 other ineffective Department of Education programs will also be eliminated —
including Educational Technology State Grants, Even Start, Advanced Credentialing, Mental Health
Integration, Exchanges with Historic Whaling Partners, Women’s Educational Equity, Tech-Prep
Education State Grants, Smaller Learning Communities, Legal Assistance Loan Repayment Program,
Thurgood Marshall Legal Opportunity Scholarships and B.J. Stupak Olympic Scholarships.
 
This is all happening just months after the president and his Democratic allies called for zero cuts –
and claimed spending cuts would hurt the economy.
 
Liberals like the economist Paul Krugman have slammed the president for the agreement — noting
it means the White House has, in effect, admitted the “stimulus” spending binge is over.
 
They’re right. No matter how imperfect the agreement may be, we’re poised to make historic cuts
to both discretionary and mandatory “autopilot” spending. For anyone who believes Washington



should be spending more, taxing more and borrowing more — this is a defeat.
 
It’s true that many of the cuts in the agreement were proposed in the president’s budget – but
those cuts were used by the president to offset additional or new spending elsewhere. Now those
cuts are real cuts. We’re chopping billions of dollars off the baseline rather than allowing the Obama
administration simply to shift the savings toward other spending.
 
Think of it this way: You have $100 in your wallet that you were going to use to buy new clothes.
You haven’t spent it yet, because you haven’t found shirts you like or decided you didn’t need them.
Then someone comes along and takes away your $100.
 
Now you can’t spend it – not on clothes or anything else you were considering. The money’s gone –
your budget’s been cut. We’re taking away tens of billions of taxpayer dollars from the Obama
administration.
 
The new Republican majority began this Congress armed with a pledge: to create a better
environment for private sector job growth by cutting spending and removing barriers that make it
harder for small businesses to hire new workers.
 
That’s exactly what we’re doing, one step at a time. The spending cut agreement to be voted on
today isn’t perfect – not by a long shot. But it’s an important step toward getting Washington
spending under control and eliminating some of the barriers that are hurting job growth. There are
many more steps, more cuts, and more reforms to come.
 
 
Say Yes to the CR Mess
Don't be distracted from the main fight.
By William Kristol
WEEKLY STANDARD
April 14, 2011 9:11 AM
http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/say-yes-cr-mess 557400.html
 
Let's assume for the purpose of argument that our friends at National Review
http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/264599/strike-one-editors are at least partly right in their
analysis of the deal on the continuing resolution (CR) that's to be voted on today in the House of
Representatives (but see John McCormack’s post http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/budget-
confusion_557395.html for some context). In their recommendation of a No vote, they seem to me
misguided.
 
Even if the savings from the CR are a "pittance," and the deal is "shot through with gimmicks and
one-time savings;" even if it's "a dog’s breakfast of budgetary legerdemain" that was "oversold and
dependent on classic Washington budget trickery" and that embodies “business as usual"--even so,
NR is wrong, I think, to conclude, "We’d vote 'no,' even if we understand the impulse to move on to
more important matters and to avoid a leap into the dark that might include a politically damaging
shutdown."



 
I’d vote yes.
 
The CR may well be a mess. It's certainly a sideshow. Perhaps John Boehner could have gotten a
better deal, but it wouldn't have made much difference in the big-picture budget fight anyway. That
fight is now underway, and the 2011 CR will be little noted, nor long remembered--unless the
squabble over the CR fractures Republicans, and unless it prevents them from being able to focus
the nation on what NR admits are "more important matters." The fact is the only way the 2011 CR
will end up making much difference is if the deal is defeated in the Republican House, and the
rejection leads to NR's "politically damaging shutdown" which then endangers future conservative
prospects this year, and next.
 
So don't let the CR make a difference. Pass it. Don't risk a shutdown for a trifle. Forget about sniping
at John Boehner. Help defeat Barack Obama in the major struggle that's now been joined on the
budget http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnN0X-fi5ds --and the future. Focus on Obama's
unbelievable irresponsibility, not Boehner's alleged negotiating deficiencies. Figure out what big
things (Medicaid reform?) can be added to the upcoming debt limit vote. Educate the public so as to
improve the current only slightly better than even split in public opinion
http://i2.cdn.turner.com/cnn/2011/images/04/12/rel6d.pdf on the GOP budget.
 
Conservatives who seek to govern this country will have a better chance of success if we behave as
adults working towards victory in an important cause, rather than reveling in our incorruptible purity
over on stage right, while neglecting what’s happening at center stage.
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Payroll Tax Holiday Agreement 
Protecting Americans from a Tax Increase, Reforming Unemployment and Welfare 

Programs, and Preventing Cut to Medicare Doctors 
 
Payroll Tax Holiday Extended Through 2012 
• The payroll tax holiday is extended through December 31, 2012. 
• The amount of revenue that is foregone to the Social Security Trust Funds as a result of 

the payroll tax reduction is fully replaced with savings from Treasury’s General Fund. 
• Over the course of the year, a typical middle-class worker earning $50,000 would see 

his or her take-home pay increase by $1,000 as a result of this tax holiday. 
 
Reforms & Extends the Unemployment Program  
Reforms to the unemployment program  
• Job Search Requirements:  Requires those receiving unemployment benefits at both 

the state and federal level actually look for a job. 
• Drug Screening & Testing:  Overturns a 1960s-era Department of Labor ban on States’ 

screening and testing UI applicants for illegal drugs.  Specifically, the agreement allows 
every state to drug screen and test anyone who (1) lost their job because they failed or 
refused an employer drug test, or (2) is seeking a job that generally requires a drug test.  

• Re-employment Programs:  Allows waivers for up to 10 states for innovative re-
employment programs like Georgia Works.   

 
Reduces the number of weeks to levels typically seen in a recession 
• Eliminates 20 Weeks of EB:  Effectively eliminates the “Extended Benefits” program, 

which allowed states to receive an additional 20 weeks of federal benefits. 
• 63 weeks vs. 93 Weeks:  Ensures that by the end of the year the vast majority of states 

(36) receive a maximum of 63 weeks of benefits, compared to 46 states currently 
receiving 93 weeks of benefits – a reduction of 30 weeks.   This is a level comparable to 
prior recessions. 

 
No More Welfare Benefits At Strip Clubs & Liquor Stores 
• Extends Welfare Benefits:  The agreement extends the nation’s primary welfare 

program, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, through Fiscal Year 2012. 
• Closes the “Strip Club” Loophole:  The legislation ensures that welfare funds cannot 

be accessed at ATMs in strip clubs, liquor stores, and casinos. 
• Data Standardization:  Improves data matching and program integrity by requiring 

standardized data and Health and Human Services coordination of exchanges across 
State TANF programs. 



Prepared by Ways and Means Committee 
 

 
Protects Seniors & Reforms Certain Medicare Programs 
• Eliminates 27.4% Cut to Doctors:  The agreement averts a 27.4 percent cut to 

physician payment rates and ensures seniors and the disabled have continued access to 
the physicians serving our Medicare beneficiaries.  

• Doc Fix Through End of 2012:  The agreement extends through the end of the year 
payment rates for Medicare doctors. 

• Eliminates & Reforms Certain Medicare Programs:  The Senate had sought to blindly 
extend all Medicare extenders.  The agreement eliminates two of those programs 
(mental health add-on payments and an ObamaCare provision that increased payments 
for bone density scans).  The agreement phases-out two programs: Section 508 
hospitals and special pathology payments, while providing time for these providers to 
adapt to these changes.  Extends and reforms the therapy cap exception process by 
requiring greater accountability, which will eliminate wasteful spending. 

• Extends Certain Medicare Programs with Greater Oversight:  Ambulance add-on 
payments, physician work floor, and outpatient hospital hold harmless payments are all 
extended, but the agreement requires GAO, MedPAC and CMS to report to Congress on 
their effectiveness and ways to better protect taxpayer dollars. 

 
No Tax Increases & Government Spending Is Fully Offset 
Rejects Senate’s insistence on higher taxes for higher spending 
• No job-killing tax hikes to pay for more government spending.   
• All government spending is fully offset with spending cuts and government reforms. 
 
Unemployment benefits are fully paid for  
• Firmly establishes that extensions of unemployment benefits must be paid for.  

Democrats added nearly $200 billion to our nation’s debt by extending an 
unprecedented level of unemployment benefits.   

• The agreement offsets all unemployment program spending through: 
o Spectrum Auctions, which spur innovation, investment and job creation in the 

high-tech field.  
o Requiring new civilian federal employees and Members of Congress to 

contribute more towards their defined benefit pension programs.  
 
Repeals key parts of ObamaCare and includes other health savings  
• Cuts to ObamaCare pay for more than half ($11.6 billion) of the health spending in the 

agreement. 
• Cuts an ObamaCare slush fund (the Harkin Prevention Fund) by $5 billion. 
• Eliminates an ObamaCare giveaway to Louisiana saving $2.5 billion.  
• Reduces Medicaid spending (DSH rebase) by more than $4 billion. 
• Other health savings total $9.6 billion and include reductions to Medicare “bad debt” 

($6.9 billion) and clinical laboratory payments ($2.7 billion). 
 

 

 



Prepared by Ways and Means Committee 
 

Maximum Weeks of Unemployment Benefits  
 

Unemployment Rate 
(States)  

 
Current Law 

Conference 
Agreement  

(September 2012) 

Conference 
Agreement vs. 
Current Law 

 
Under 6%  60 40 -20 weeks 

 
6.0-6.4% 
  

73 54 -19 weeks 

 
6.5-6.9% 
  

86 54 -32 weeks 

 
7.0-7.9% 
 

86 63 -23 weeks 

 
8.0-8.4% (U.S. 
AVERAGE) 
 

93  63  -30 weeks 

 
8.5-8.9% 
 

99 63 -36 weeks 

 
9% and above 
 

99 73 -26 weeks 
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INTERNATIONAL/NATIONAL EVENTS AND ISSUES  
OVERHANG ON PRESIDENTIAL/CONGRESSIONAL CAMPAIGNS 

As of 07/11/2012 
 

Political And Economic Issues That Will Help Determine The Outcome Of The 
Presidential And Congressional Campaigns: 

1.  The Congressional Legislative Collision Of The "Fiscal Cliff", "Taxmageddon", "The 
Sequester".  
 

2. What Happens In The European Union 
• Unemployment in many countries is over 11%, in Spain it’s  

over 24% 
• Five euro-zone countries have requested a bailout. The amount totals €489 

billion Euro, or $611.3 billion USD. They are Greece, Ireland, Portugal, Spain 
and Cyprus. 

• Nine countries have experienced a change in government: France, Italy, 
Greece, Spain, Great Britain, Ireland, Portugal, Denmark, and Finland. There 
will be a vote in Romania on presidential impeachment by the end of the 
month. 

• 26% of U.S. Trade is with Europe 
 

3. Fallout from the Supreme Court Decisions: 
• The ACA decision upheld (5-4) the health insurance mandate under the taxing 

power of Congress. The rest of the law survives intact. The Medicaid 
expansion provision was upheld on the interpretation that Congress could not 
strip a state of all Medicaid funding for failure to expand coverage. 

• In the Arizona immigration law case the Supreme Court unanimously upheld 
the provision requiring state law enforcement to determine the immigration 
status of anyone they stop or arrest with reason to suspect the individual 
maybe undocumented. The Court held the other three provisions void as 
preempted, or trumped, by federal law. 

4. The Middle East Stability/Uncertainty 
• Israel vs. Iran - Nuclear Issues 
• Iran vs. Europe/U.S. - Oil Issues 
• Egypt, Syria, Libya - Instability Issue 

5.  Super PACs 
• As of 07/10 there are 653 groups organized as Super PACs, and, according to 

Forbes, there are 390+ billionaires in the U.S. 



The Congressional Legislative Collision Of "Kick-The-Can-Down-The-Road" 
"Perfect Storm" "Budget Time Bomb" "Fiscal Cliff" "Train Wreck" or 
"Taxmageddon"...The Clock is Ticking  
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The Calendar is Short (as of July 11, 2012) 
• House of Representatives Scheduled Number of Legislative Work Days Until the 

August Recess: 14 
• House of Representatives Scheduled Number of Legislative Work Days Until the 

October Recess for Election: 27 
• Total Number of Calendar Days To The Presidential Election: 118 
• Total Number of Calendar Days To Year End: 173 

Budget Control Act Of 2011 Mandated Events Prior to the Political Conventions  
• August 15 -CBO releases a preliminary sequestration report 
• August 20 -OMB releases a preliminary sequestration report (done on an account-

by-account basis)  
Key Legislative Events Before January 2013 

• Between The Election And The End Of Next Year A $1.2 Trillion Debt Ceiling 
Increase Must Pass The Congress According To The U.S. Treasury.  Both Moody’s 
and S&P have indicated publicly that increasing the debt ceiling will trigger a 
downgrade of U.S. debt.  

• Tax Cuts/Tax Credits/Deductions/ Medicare Reimbursements Scheduled to Expire 
in 2011 or 2012  

o Payroll tax holiday -Extended 2 times  
o Unemployment benefits -Extended 10+ times  
o Medicare “doc fix” -10 -year fix over $300 billion  
o Estate tax -1-year fix approx. $32.6 billion  
o Alternative Minimum Tax -10-year fix over $1 trillion  
o Various research and development tax credits  
o 2001 -2003 Bush Tax rate cuts / other tax credits and tax 

   relief items Extended 1 year -Approx. $248.1 billion 
o Dividend tax rate increase  
o Marriage penalty relief  
o Biodiesel/renewable diesel fuel tax credits, incentives for 

 alternative fuel mixtures, and incentives for alcohol fuels 
o State and local sales tax deductions  
o Coal production credit  
o Tax credit for first-time DC homebuyers  
o Indian employment tax credit  
o Energy efficient homes and appliances  
o Teacher's school supplies tax credit  
o Employer provided mass transit and parking  
o Various business depreciation deductions including sec. 179  
o Various charitable deductions  
o Increase of the standard deduction for married filers 
o Expansion of the Hope Credits -Qualified tuition 
o Earned income tax credit 
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• Key Legislative Events Before January 2013--Continued 
o Employer provided child care tax credit  
o Adoption tax credit  
o Tax credits for hiring Vets and military reservists  
o Dependent care tax credit  
o Individual Charitable deduction expiration  
o Charitable deduction for corporate contributions of  

computer equipment for educational purposes  
o Tax-free distributions from individual retirement plans for 
o  charitable purposes  
o Discharge of indebtedness on principal residence excluded  

from gross income of individuals  
o FERC Sales Rules  
o Suspension of 100% of net income limitation on percentage  
o depletion for oil & gas from marginal wells  
o Grants for specified energy property in lieu of tax credits &  

credit for certain nonbusiness energy property  
o Credit for alternative fuel vehicle refueling property 
o Special rules for contributions of capital gain property made  

for conservation purposes  
o Above the line deduction for qualified tuition and         

   related expenses  
o Definition of gross estate for regulated investment company  

"RIC" stock owned by a nonresident not a citizen of the  
United States and treatment of certain dividends of RICs  

o 15-year straight-line cost recovery for qualified leasehold 
and restaurant building improvements, and retail 

 enhancements 
o Enhanced charitable deduction for contributions of            

food delivery  
o Election to expense advanced mine safety equipment  
o Special expensing Rules for certain film and  

television productions  
o Expensing of environmental remediation costs  
o Work opportunity tax credit  
o Qualified zone academy bonds and empowerment zone      

tax incentives  
o Premiums for mortgage insurance deductible as interest  

      that is qualified residence interest  
o Credit for electric drive motorcycles, three-wheeled 

   vehicles, and low-speed vehicles and plug-in                   
electric vehicles  

o Treatment of military basic housing allowances under low- 
income housing credit  
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Government Spending Reductions That, Because Of The Budget Control Act Of 
2011, Are Mandated To Occur Through A Sequester Process. The Law Requires 
A Sequester Of $1.2 Trillion Of Reductions Over 10 Years. On January 2, 2013 
The Required Cuts By Sequester Will Begin (Approximately $109 Billion) For 
FY2013 (October 1, 2012 -     September 30, 2013) 

• CBO releases a preliminary sequestration update report on August 15, then 
OMB releases a preliminary sequestration update report (done on an account-
by-account basis) by August 20 

o Obama can’t use the savings from the drawdown in Iraq to protect   
other programs.  

• 10 days after the end of the Congressional Session the CBO releases their final 
sequestration report, OMB follows 5 days later with their final sequestration 
report. 

• The final sequestration report will be published on the same day that the 
reductions in discretionary spending for FY 2013 are implemented - January 2, 
2013. 

o All reductions are for a period of the 9 months that remain in FY  
2013, which means a higher effect on account-by-account  
reductions. 

• The BCA’s formula for establishing specific cuts begins by reducing the $1.2 
trillion by 18% ($216 billion) to account for interest savings that will flow from 
the spending cuts. This leaves $984 billion that must be achieved through equal 
amounts of spending cuts in each of the nine years between fiscal year 2013 
and 2021, or about $109 billion per year. (For FY-13 sequester will cut 
approximately $12.11 billion per month.  For other years, the sequester will cut 
approximately $9.08 billion per month.) 

• The total annual spending cut of about $109 billion is divided as follows: 
o 50% of the cuts from the Department of Defense 
o 48% of the cuts from all other non-defense programs  

 (not listed below) 
o 2% of the cuts from Medicare
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• The sequester cannot touch the following programs (from the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 as amended): 

o Pell Grants 
o Social Security 
o Medicaid 
o The Postal Service 
o Class Act (Voluntary long-term health care benefits created in ObamaCare) 
o Most unemployment benefits 
o VA benefits 
o Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
o Federal Retirement 
o SNAP (the food stamp program) 
o SCHIP (State Children's Health Insurance Program) 
o TANF (Temporary assistance to Needy Families) 
o Child Tax Credit 
o Earned Income Tax Credit 
o Railroad retirement benefits 
o Farm Credit Insurance Fund 
o Comptrollers general retirement system 
o Pensions for former presidents 
o Grants-in-Aid for Airports 
o US Treasury Check Forgery Insurance Fund 
o Black Lung Disability Trust Fund 
o Geothermal Resources Development Fund 
o Payments to widows and heirs of deceased Members of Congress 
o All "emergency designations" 
o All "unanticipated circumstances" 
o Congressional concessions for disaster relief 
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Debt Held By the Public  
As of 07/09/2012 

Since January 2012, the Federal Government has is paying in  
Public Debt interest: 

Per Calendar Day: $623 million 
Per Hour: $25.9 Million 

Since Obama’s inauguration, the debt held by the public has risen  
$154 million dollars per hour ($2.57 million dollars per minute). 

Debt Held By the Public  on  
Inaugural Day (01/20/2009): 

$6.3 T 

  
 Debt Outstanding on 07/09/2012: 11.1 T 

 

 
Total Increase in  Debt: 4.8 T 

  

Daily Increase in Debt (1,267 Days):   $ 3.8  B 
  

Total Debt Held By the Public on  
the day the Republicans took control of the 

House (01/03/2011): 

$9.4 T 

  
Total Debt on 07/09/2012: 11.1 T 

 

 
Total Increase in Debt: 1.7 T 

  
Daily Increase in Debt (554 Days): $ 3.1 B 

B = Billions 
T = Trillions 
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Presidential and Congressional Approval/Disapproval 

Polling Analysis 
January 2011 to July 9, 2012 

 
Data compiled from Real Clear Politics (www.realclearpolitics.com) 
 

President Obama Job Approval 
 
Most recent polls: 
Rasmussen Reports: (July 6): Approval: 47%, Disapproval: 52% 
 
Total Polls since Jan. 2011: 261   
                           Negative:   143 
                               Positive:   98 
                                   Tied:   18 

 
21 different polling organizations have been used since Jan. 2011 
 
Highest approval: + 60% (AP/GfK May 5 to May 9, 2011) 
Highest disapproval: - 56% (Rasmussen March 11 to March 13, 2011) 
 
 

Congressional Job Approval 
 
Most recent poll: 
Associated Press/GfK(June 14-18):  Approval 22%, Disapproval 75% 
 
Total Polls since Jan. 2011: 67 (All Negative)  
                            
10 different polling organizations have been used since Jan. 2011 
 
Highest approval: + 31% (Fox News Feb. 7 to Feb. 9, 2011) 
Highest disapproval: - 87% (AP/GfK Aug. 18 to Aug. 22, 2011) 
 
Congressional Job Approval has been negative since Real Clear Politics started 
compiling polls in Jan., 2005. 
 



“HMO With A Twist” Perspective 
The ultimate health care reform for job growth and job creation 

[moving fast, seizing momentum and not letting it go] 
 
 
 
CADILLAC health care policy for all: 
 There will be three universal health plans, which can be replicated in every state in the 
United States.  These are State Plan, Employers’ Plan, and Medicare Plan. Expanded universal coverage 
is the Cadillac health care policy for all at no extra cost. All three plans will cover acupuncture, 
ambulance, chiropractic services, dental care, doctor visits, family planning services, hearing, hospital 
and emergency care, laboratory, maternity and newborn care, mental health services, radiology, 
prescription drugs, preventive health care, specialty care and vision care.  The State Plan will cover all 
those who are unemployed or employed [and their dependents] whose employers do not provide health 
insurance.  Funding will principally come from Medicaid [Medi-Cal in California].  In addition, it is 
proposed that 1% from the sales tax from the state would be earmarked for this plan.  All those who 
are employed and whose employers provide health insurance for their employees and their dependents 
will be covered by the Employers’ Plan.  All those eligible for Medicare benefits will be under the 
Medicare Plan.  Medicare is federal health insurance coverage for people 65 and older, certain 
disabled people, and those with end-stage renal disease [ESRD].  With fewer employers subsidizing 
health coverage for their current retirees and their spouses, the Medicare Plan can provide health 
insurance coverage for those older workers – the age group that has the hardest time buying 
individual policies.  There are 54 million Medicare beneficiaries throughout the United States. 
 
 
NEXT TO NOTHING: 
 All three plans will have low co-payments and no deductible except for Medicare patients 
where CMS [Center for Medicaid and Medicare Services] will determine and retain control over 
individual premiums and deductible for Part A and B.  There will be no out-of-pocket cost for Part D 
except for co-pay since prescription drugs will be covered under the three plans. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPCT: 

 The plan will bring about a change in consumer spending.  It is proposed that 1% from the 
total sales tax generated from the state should be earmarked for one of the plans, the State 
Plan.  The sales tax will definitely make a direct impact on every American. 

 Every time one makes a purchase, the thought that a fraction of the transactions will help 
support the health insurance coverage for a segment of the society is enough incentive to 
boost the sale and purchase of any product or services.  If the buying spree stimulates the 
sagging economy, so much the better.  As membership in the HMO/medical facility increases, 
more jobs will be created.  This might even help bring unemployment down. 

 The program will generate monthly income to every state.  The HMO/medical facility will have 
to pay $1.00 good will fee to the state for each member enrolled in its organization.  In 
California alone, this translates to approximately $38.5 million a month, $462 million a year. 

 Disbursement of the collected funds from the good will fee will rest solely on the discretion 
of the Governor of the state as he/she deems it fit and proper. 

 The HMO/medical facility will have to exercise due diligence in keeping track of its members 
and at the same time providing an accurate monthly roster to the three payers 
[Medicaid/Medical in California, the employers and Medicare]. 
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Policy & Press | August 17, 2011

Economy

Stock Futures Point Higher as Traders Mull Data, Earnings (Fox Business)

S&P 500 Futures Rise as Commodities Gain (Bloomberg)

Wall St set to rise on strong retailer earnings (Reuters)

Wholesale Prices Increase (WSJ)

Energy & Environment

United States Investing $510 Million in Biofuels (autoevolution.com)

For the military clean energy saves lives (CNN Money)

Education

Iowa education board pushes reform efforts (Muscatine Journal)

Pilot program seeks to prepare Arkansas students for high-tech careers (Arkansasnews.com)

Transportation & Infrastructure

Brownback supports new wind power infrastructure (cjonline.com)

Transportation deadlock worries states (Stateline.com)

Healthcare

Nebraska weighing choices for health care exchange (Bloomberg)

Group exploring options for Georgia health insurance exchange (ajc.com)
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Policy & Press | August 19, 2011

Economy

Stock markets are walloped by another sell-off as fears of recession build (Washington Post)

New Republican Governors Finding Success with Fiscally Conservative Policies (Human Events)

Deadlock in Ohio Over Union Rights (WSJ)

McDonnell reports surplus, braces for federal cuts (Hamptonroads.com)

Energy & Environment

Maine Passes Historic Law to Reduce Oil Use (switchboard.org)

Christie approves spending $157 million for open space (philly.com)

A New Energy Frontier: Greater Production Would Create Jobs, Increase Revenue (US Chamber
Magazine)

Education

Oklahoma’s Fallin Weighs Possible Effects of U.S. Defense, Education Cuts (Bloomberg)

Wyoming Department of Education takes PAWS to public meetings (trib.com)

Immigration

U.S. Alters Policy on Deporting Immigrants (WSJ)

US plans to make it a priority to deport illegal immigrants who are convicted criminals
(Washington Post)

*Opinion: Next wave of illegal immigration will be from China (San Jose Mercury News)



Transportation & Infrastructure

Tenn. gov wants quicker national online tax rules (Businessweek)

Snyder wants quick state Supreme Court ruling on emergency manager law (Detroit News)

Healthcare

Oklahoma’s Fallin resists ‘Obamacare’ (Washington Times)

Health care law action draws GOP criticism (sctimes.com)

Gov. LePage Appoints Members to Maine's Health Insurance Exchange Committee (The Free
Press)
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Policy & Press | August 22, 2011

Economy

Removing the obstacles to economic growth (Washington Post)

Falling oil and gas prices: A blessing and a curse (CNN Money)

How Not to Grow an Economy (WSJ)

Energy & Environment

Oil Prices Set to Slip if Rebels Win Libya (WSJ)

The EPA's giant green jobs-killer (NY Post)

Climate Footprint of Marcellus Shale Gas Could Be Less Than That of Coal (Scientific American)

Most Offshore Areas Still Closed to Drilling (RealClearEnergy)

Education

Five ways students will feel budget cuts (Stateline)

Brownback seeks higher academic rankings (cjonline.com)

Both parties say they’re ready to tackle education issues (The Gazette)

Transportation & Infrastructure

Governor predicts bridge approval (Windsor Star)

Governor's panel: Allow red-light cameras statewide (The Morning Call)

Immigration



Ariz. Gov. Jan Brewer: At Last Obama Has a Jobs Plan — for Illegal Immigrants (Newsmax)

Border Sheriffs Seek Donations to Unblock Arizona Immigration Law (FOX News)

Healthcare

A Tale of Two States: Why Kansas and Oklahoma Rejected Federal Funding for Health
Insurance Exchanges (Becker's Hospital Review)

Should Wyo. develop its own health insurance exchange? (WyomingNews.com)
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Policy & Press | October 11, 2011

Economy

A backlash against rising state fees (Stateline)

Michigan’s Pension Changes May Be Model for Struggling States (Bloomberg)

Wall Street Shrinkage (WSJ)

Gov. Rick Snyder calls on Michigan to help with one key change to turn around state (mlive.com)

States Adding Drug Test as Hurdle for Welfare (NYT)

Energy & Environment

25 states urge court to make EPA delay power plant rule (Reuters)

White House fast-tracks environmental review of 14 infrastructure projects (The Hill)

The Year of Peril and Promise in Energy Production (NYT)

How America can outpump OPEC (NY Post)

Crude is on a fracking record pace (The Globe and Mail)

Education

More Republican governors push for education overhaul (Stateline)

Updating No Child Left Behind (Politico)

Transportation & Infrastructure

Drivers paying more tolls to use roads, bridges (USA Today)



Branstad tells lawmakers not to rule out gas tax increase (Sioux City Journal)

State’s transportation projects continue on (Bowling Green Daily News)

Healthcare

Florida Readies Its Own Health Insurance Exchange (Kaiser Health News)

Wyoming Gov. Mead supports state health exchange recommendation (trib.com)

Drug treatment cheaper than filling more prison cells (St. Petersburg Times)

ACLU amends complaint on abortion insurance (LJWorld.com)
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Policy & Press | October 17, 2011

Economy

Bobby Jindal is leading Louisiana’s revival (National Review)

A Bipartisan Triumph (WSJ)

Slumping cities face service cuts, layoffs — and even bankruptcy (Kansas City Star)

Very bad Nevada economy threatens Obama (AP)

Alternatives to juvenile incarceration sought (Stateline)

Energy & Environment

Governors return to Neb. for Missouri River talks (NTV)

McDonnell's 2nd annual energy conference begins 3-day run in Richmond on Monday (The
Republic)

What Is the Keystone XL Pipeline — and Why Is It So Controversial? (ProPublica)

Stopping the next Solyndra (Orange County Register)

For Alternative Energy, Storage Makes All the Difference (Bloomberg)

America Must “Out-Innovate” Foreign Competitors (The Energy Collective)

Education

New state law links teacher performance and student learning (mlive.com)

Deal launches college financing study (Atlanta Business Chronicle)

Advocates: Iowa schools reform could cost millions (Sioux City Journal)



SD schools tap reserves, trim spending (Rapid City Journal)

Immigration

Appeals court curtails Alabama immigration law, for now (Christian Science Monitor)

Healthcare

ObamaCare Starts to Unravel (WSJ)

Some states seek flexibility to push health-care overhaul further (Washington Post)

State looks at digital health records (Montgomery Advertiser)
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ECONOMY
 
U S  avoids default but fails to dispel economy fears (Reuters): http://www reuters com/article/2011/08/02/us-usa-debt-idUSTRE7646S620110802?
feedType=RSS&feedName=politicsNews&utm source=feedburner&utm medium=feed&utm campaign=Feed%3A+Reuters%2FPoliticsNews+%28News+%2F+US+%2F+Politics+News%29
 
Insight: Debt relief replaced with recession fear (Reuters): http://www reuters com/article/2011/08/03/us-global-economy-idUSTRE7721L120110803
 
The Sweet Smell of Schadenfreude (Foreign Policy): http://www foreignpolicy com/articles/2011/08/02/the sweet smell of schadenfreude
 
Fed Remains Noncommittal About New Stimulus, Despite Sluggish Economy (HuffPost): http://www huffingtonpost com/2011/08/03/fed-qe3_n_916681 html
 
Fewer cops, more potholes: How debt deal could hit states hardest (Christian Science Monitor): http://www csmonitor com/USA/Politics/2011/0802/Fewer-cops-more-potholes-How-
debt-deal-could-hit-states-hardest
 
**Trending Data: Americans' Spending Increases in July (Gallup): http://www gallup com/poll/148793/Americans-Spending-Increases-July aspx?
utm source=alert&utm medium=email&utm campaign=syndication&utm content=morelink&utm term=USA
 
ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
 
Energy industry sees its agenda stall (Politico): http://www politico com/news/stories/0811/60525 html
 
Oil near $93 as weak US economy drags markets down (Chicago Sun Times): http://www suntimes com/business/6857866-420/oil-near-93-as-weak-us-economy-drags-markets-
down html
 
The dark side of solar and wind power projects (LA Times): http://www latimes com/business/la-fi-green-safety-20110803 0 2524795 story
 
Greening It Alone (Foreign Policy): http://www foreignpolicy com/articles/2011/08/01/greening it alone
 
IMMIGRATION
 
Policy shift will help more immigrant entrepreneurs get green cards (NY Daily News): http://www nydailynews com/news/national/2011/08/03/2011-08-
03 could get easier to be green carded but only if you want to start a new biz in a html#ixzz1TyX5oXCW
 
Progress on Immigration, Education Key to Reviving Jobs, Tech Leaders Say (National Journal): http://www nationaljournal com/tech/progress-on-immigration-education-key-to-
reviving-jobs-tech-leaders-say-20110802
 
EDUCATION
 
“Unschoolers” learn what they want, when they want (CNN): http://www cnn com/2011/US/08/03/unschooling sudbury education/
 
**Blog: How to improve teacher education now (and why Teach for America isn t the answer) (Washington Post): http://www washingtonpost com/blogs/answer-sheet/post/how-to-
improve-teacher-education-now-and-why-teach-for-america-isnt-the-answer/2011/08/02/gIQANclsqI_blog html
 
TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE
 
Senate fails to fund FAA, leaving 4,000 on unpaid furlough (LA Times): http://www latimes com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-faa-shutdown-20110803 0 5449960 story?
track=rss&utm source=feedburner&utm medium=feed&utm campaign=Feed%3A+latimes%2Fnews%2Fnationworld%2Fnation+%28L A +Times+-+National+News%29
 
Pennsylvania experts call for $2 5 billion in new revenue (Stateline): http://stateline org/live/details/story?contentId=591616
 
HEALTHCARE
 
Health insurers  rate hikes to face new state reviews (Washington Times): http://www washingtontimes com/news/2011/aug/2/health-insurers-rate-hikes-to-face-new-state-revie/?
utm source=RSS Feed&utm medium=RSS
 
For health insurance exchanges, devil's in the details (Politico): http://www politico com/news/stories/0811/60415 html#ixzz1TyacKtfm
 
Medicare, Medicaid Advocates Cast Wary Eye On Budget Deal (NPR): http://www npr org/blogs/health/2011/08/03/138940299/medicare-medicaid-advocates-cast-wary-eye-on-
budget-deal
 
Panel Formed To Give Consumers Reliable Treatment Information (Kaiser Health News): http://www kaiserhealthnews org/Stories/2011/August/03/pcori-panel-treatment-
information-health-law aspx
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Coming soon: Keep your eyes open for a new version of Policy & Press, hitting your inboxes soon!
 
ECONOMY
 
Democrats: Harry Reid is man with a plan (Politico): http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/59811.html#ixzz1T7cgp5lw
 
Rival Debt Plans Being Assembled by Party Leaders (NY Times): http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/25/us/politics/25debt.html?
nl=todaysheadlines&emc=tha2
 
Is Nebraska's cash balance pension a model? (Stateline): http://stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=589522
 
D.C. dithering drives gold to record high (Politico): http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/59813.html
 
How Spending Cuts--Not Higher Taxes--Saved Canada (National Center for Policy Analysis):
http://www.ncpa.org/sub/dpd/index.php?
Article_ID=20910&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DPD
 
*Op-ed: Obama Should Raise the Debt Ceiling on His Own (NY Times):
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/22/opinion/22posner.html?src=ISMR_HP_LI_LST_FB
 
 
EDUCATION
 
Web restrictions draw ire of some educators (USA Today): http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2011-07-25-banned-
websites-school_n.htm
 
Mentally disabled kids' test scores plummet (Star Advertiser)(Hawaii):
http://www.staradvertiser.com/news/hawaiinews/20110725__Mentally_disabled_kids_test_scores_plummet.html
 
The Most Innovative U.S. Educators Compete This Week at Microsoft's U.S. Innovative Education Forum (PR Newswire):
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/the-most-innovative-us-educators-compete-this-week-at-microsofts-us-
innovative-education-forum-126109798.html
 
*Blog: Collaborating for Change: 2011 Microsoft Innovative Education Forum (HuffPo): http://www.huffingtonpost.com/cheryl-
arnett/microsoft-innovative-education-forum b 907498.html
 
 
IMMIGRATION
 
Obama to Address Immigration at NCLR Conference (Fox News Latino):
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/politics/2011/07/25/obama-immigration-nclr-agenda/
 
House Republicans consider high-skills immigration bill (ComputerWorld):
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9218607/House_Republicans_consider_high_skills_immigration_bill
 
Chamber leader: Mixed immigration laws harm business (Yuma Sun): http://www.yumasun.com/news/immigration-71679-
bolton-federal.html
 
 
ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
 
2 wind projects under way in Maine this summer (Boston.com/AP):
http://www.boston.com/news/local/new hampshire/articles/2011/07/25/2 wind projects under way in maine this summer/



 
U.S. heat wave causes new look at nuclear energy (CBS News):
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2011/07/24/eveningnews/main20082735.shtml
 
From Governor Moonbeam to Governor Sunbeam -- Brown pushes for alternative energy (Mercury News):
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci 18541375?nclick check=1
 
*Report: Powering Autos to 2020 – The era of the electric car? (Boston Consulting Group):
http://www.bcg.com/documents/file80920.pdf
 
 
HEALTHCARE
 
Ohio's Kasich opts for a health insurance exchange (Stateline): http://stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=589523
 
Health care providers embracing cost-saving groups (USA Today): http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2011-07-24-
accountable-care-organizations_n.htm
 
If a law doesn’t work, waive it away? (Boston Globe):
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/oped/articles/2011/07/25/if_a_law_doesnt_work_waive_it_away/
 
States may get substantial power over health insurance exchanges (amednews.com): http://www.ama-
assn.org/amednews/2011/07/25/gvl10725.htm
 
*Healthcare feature: Health Is the Health Of The State (National Center for Policy Analysis):
http://www.ncpa.org/sub/dpd/index.php?
Article_ID=20906&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DPD
 
_____________________________________
Danny Fuhriman
Public Policy Intern | Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: 202.662.4140 | dfuhriman@rga.org
 
Have a minute? Check out our website! www.rgppc.com
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ECONOMY
 
*Top Story: How a federal default would hit states (Stateline): http://stateline.org/live/details/story?
contentId=590727
 
House Puts Off Debt Vote as Press by Boehner Fails (NY Times):
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/29/us/politics/29fiscal.html?_r=1&partner=rss&emc=rss
 
Data: Economy worse than thought (Politico): http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/60209.html
 
Rep. Hoyer endorses 14th Amendment option as a last-resort solution (The Hill):
http://thehill.com/homenews/house/174283-hoyer-endorses-14th-amendment-as-last-resort
 
Treasury may delay detailing plan (Politico): http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/60198.html
 
ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
 
New Mexico board to rule on cap-and-trade (Stateline): http://stateline.org/live/details/story?
contentId=590726
 
GM strengthens clean energy commitment with $7.5 million investment (automative discovery)
http://automotivediscovery.com/gm-strengthens-clean-energy-commitment-with-7-5-million-
investment/929664/
 
Green energy corporation receives funding from Colorado Governor’s Energy Office (PR  Newswire)
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/green-energy-corp-receives-funding-from-colorado-governors-
energy-office-126317003.html
 
California Governor vows to “crush” foes of renewable energy (NYT)
http://www.nytimes.com/gwire/2011/07/26/26greenwire-calif-governor-vows-to-crush-foes-of-renewable-
22698.html
 
Driller touts Ohio’s gas and oil (The Columbus Dispatch)
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/business/stories/2011/07/29/driller-touts-ohios-gas-and-oil.html?
sid=101
 
Kansas Governor makes appointments to Commissions and Zones (Kansas City infozine)
http://www.infozine.com/news/stories/op/storiesView/sid/48436/
 
Vt utilities enter smart grid-broadband deal (Bloomberg Business Week)
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9OJN2600.htm
 
**Poll: Californians say no nukes, but maybe oil drilling (Mercury News):
http://www.mercurynews.com/politics-government/ci_18564715?source=rss



 
EDUCATION
 
Governor Snyder defends education reform, EFM law (WSBT) http://articles.wsbt.com/2011-07-28/governor-
rick-snyder_29827488
 
Governor OK’s inclusion of LGBT history in textbooks (EGP) http://egpnews.com/?p=30021
 
Gov Deal talks Jobs, Education, Economy (41 NBC) http://www.41nbc.com/news/local-news/6312-gov-deal-
talk-jobs-education-and-economy
 
Teachers ask Governor to return to the bargaining table (Honolulu Star)
http://www.staradvertiser.com/news/breaking/126278938.html
 
Branstad won’t change preschool program (Sioux City Journal) http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/state-
and-regional/iowa/article_618cac30-b971-11e0-b114-001cc4c002e0.html
 
WV to apply for $50 million early childhood grant (Charleston Gazette)
http://wvgazette.com/News/201107271043
 
**Poll: Near Record-Low Confidence in U.S. Public Schools (Gallup):
http://www.gallup.com/poll/148724/Near-Record-Low-Confidence-Public-Schools.aspx?
utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=syndication&utm_content=morelink&utm_term=USA
 
IMMIGRATION
 
Political links seen behind New Jersey Detention Center Bid (NYTimes)
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/28/nyregion/political-links-seen-behind-essex-county-detention-center-
bid.html?_r=3&hp
 
Obama takes heat from pro-immigration groups (voice of America)
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/usa/Obama-Takes-Heat-from-Pro-Immigration-Groups-
126290333.html
 
Congress must address employment-based green card backlog (the Hill) http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-
blog/civil-rights/174049-congress-must-address-employment-based-green-card-backlog
 
**BLOG: No place for “Diversity Lottery” in a Rational Immigration Policy (The Heritage Foundation)
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/07/Diversity-Lottery-Visa-Program-No-Place-in-a-Rational-
Immigration-Policy
 
HEALTHCARE
 
Medicare at 67: The next big change? (Politico): http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/60141.html
 
Uncle Sam to Pay More of the Tab for Health (WSJ):
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111903635604576472411389580364.html
 
States Moving Toward HDHPs (Human Resource Executive Online): http://www.hreonline.com/HRE/story.jsp?



storyId=533340357
 
Walker plans few changes to health care (The Business Journal):
http://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/print-edition/2011/07/29/walker-plans-few-changes-to-health-
care.html
 
Experts say state health exchanges are an opportunity for vendors (Healthcare IT News):
http://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/experts-say-state-health-exchanges-are-opportunity-vendors
 
Kentucky Medicaid is balanced, state says (Courier Journal): http://www.courier-
journal.com/article/20110728/NEWS01/307280061/Kentucky-Medicaid-balanced-state-says?
odyssey=tab|topnews|text|Home
 
Most states lag in creating health insurance exchanges, Kaiser study says (Kaiser Health News):
http://www.bizjournals.com/kansascity/news/2011/07/28/most-states-lag-in-creating-health.html
 
Louisiana rolls out Medicaid care management (amednews.com): http://www.ama-
assn.org/amednews/2011/07/25/gvse0729.htm
 
**Blog: How Market-Driven Health Insurance Exchanges Can Be Successful (Fast Company):
http://www.fastcompany.com/1769805/state-health-care-exchanges



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Dustin Huffman
Subject: Politico: Southern governors secede from Medicaid
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 8:41:43 PM

Good evening, FYI on article posted a couple of hours ago.  We’ll provide a new round-up of articles
tomorrow. -mts
 
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0712/78376.html
 
 

Southern governors secede from Medicaid
By: Jonathan Allen and Kathryn Smith
July 10, 2012 08:18 PM EDT

House Republicans are lining up to repeal the Affordable Care Act on Wednesday, but GOP

governors in the South have a real plan to gut the law. 

Govs. Rick Perry in Texas and Rick Scott in Florida have both said they won’t expand

Medicaid to more of the working poor in their states — rejecting a central part of the law

designed to cover 15 million more Americans.

The governors can do it because the Supreme Court ruled last month that states can opt out

of the expansion without paying a penalty.

Unlike the symbolic votes in the House this week, the governors’ tough talk has real-world

consequences: Texas and Florida are among five hell-no states, meaning 3 million of the

potential Medicaid beneficiaries — or about 1 in 5 nationwide — won’t get coverage

through President Barack Obama’s health care law, according to a POLITICO analysis of

data compiled by the Urban Institute. The governors of Mississippi, Louisiana and South

Carolina also have said Washington can keep its Medicaid money and the new

requirements that come with it.

“The bottom line here is that Medicaid is a failed program,” Perry said in a Monday

appearance on Fox News. “To expand this program is not unlike adding a thousand

people to the Titanic.”

Dave Carney, a New Hampshire-based GOP operative who advised Perry for more than

a decade, said that it’s a smart move for governors to come out against Obama on

Medicaid because it fits with the GOP message of cutting government.

“It’s good politics because it’s good economics,” he said. “Ultimately, it's a winning

argument. It's something that will go hand in hand with the rest of the campaign in terms

of congressional, gubernatorial and presidential.”

But not all Republican governors are convinced and most have taken a more measured

approach. The Medicaid expansion is still in doubt in at least eight other states with GOP

governors who are leaning no. Among the big-state governors who have still yet to make

a decision: Wisconsin’s Scott Walker, New Jersey’s Chris Christie, Virginia’s Bob



McDonnell and Georgia’s Nathan Deal.

Some may join what Perry calls the “growing chorus” rejecting the expansion. The

National Governors Association has a meeting in Williamsburg, Va., beginning Friday, and

Perry already has been a ringleader for the anti-expansion forces. He and the other

governors in that camp — Scott, Bobby Jindal of Louisiana, Phil Bryant of Mississippi and

Nikki Haley of South Carolina — have discussed their positions with each other, according

to a source in Perry’s camp.

Come November, all the governors will have a better idea of what the right political call

was. But for now, five are out on their own.

The reluctance of other GOP governors suggests they’re not at all sure that rejecting a big

infusion of Medicaid cash makes for good policy or good politics. In fact, they’re trying to

recast the problem as one that Obama must solve.

In a letter sent to the president on Tuesday, McDonnell, the chairman of the Republican

Governors Association, posed 30 questions to Obama about the implementation of the

Medicaid expansion and the health care law’s insurance exchanges.

“While we continue to believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the [law], states

now confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions in the wake of the

Supreme Court decision,” McDonnell wrote. “Before making any final policy decisions,

governors must carefully consider the short and long-term implications of an expanded

entitlement program and the consequences of significantly increasing the size of

government to manage these programs.”

In contrast to the governors who raced to reject the Medicaid expansion, McDonnell

raised concerns about the human pain of cutting off the Medicaid expansion in addition to

the economic cost.   

“If states determine that a Medicaid expansion is not in the best interests of its citizens, it

is likely that there will be a significant gap in coverage for low-income individuals who do

not qualify for tax credits,” he wrote.

HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius responded to McDonnell saying her agency would give

states “as much flexibility” as necessary to implement the law.

“I am hopeful that state leaders will take the opportunity provided to insure their poorest

working families with the unusually generous federal resources while dramatically

reducing the burden of uncompensated care on their hospitals and other health care

providers,” Sebelius wrote.

Utah Gov. Gary Herbert, a Republican, told POLITICO that his state won’t rush to

judgment.

“I think we’re wise to kind of wait and see what the results of the November election are

before we jump,” Herbert said. The election will determine “what’s going to be the face of

health care reform going forward.”

The Obama administration says the expansion is a great deal for states: The federal

government is funding 100 percent of the expansion for the first three years, and will



eventually scale back to match $9 to every $1 spent by states. According to the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, the federal government would pay $931 billion of the cost of the

Medicaid expansion to all 50 states through 2022 — while the states would be asked to

chip in $73 billion, or about 7 percent.

But governors, even some who may end up accepting the expansion, say it’s still too

expensive for them. Perry said the expansion would just “enlarge a broken system that is

already financially unsustainable.”

And Mississippi’s Gov. Phil Bryant says aside from the cost of providing coverage, the

administrative costs of setting up the expansion would prove to be too much for his

budget. “Simply put, Mississippi cannot afford a Medicaid expansion,” his spokesman

said. However, CMS says has offered help in that area — last year, it announced it would

provide 90 percent of funding for states that need to overhaul their IT systems to prepare

for the Medicaid expansion, separate from the funding for coverage.

Texas is second only to California in the size of its eligible populations for the expansion

— without it, about 1.3 million people who were expected to get insurance through

Obamacare will be left uncovered. In Florida, almost a million people will find themselves

without options through the law.

Jason Millman contributed to this report.
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From: Dana Wolpert on behalf of Mary Fallin
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Steve Mullins
Subject: Post Election RGA Call

Please have your Governor join Gov. McDonnell, Gov. Christie, Gov. Jindal, and Gov. Walker for a Governors-only conference call to
discuss healthcare issues/PPACA deadlines based on the election outcome.  The RGPPC is preparing materials for either scenario and
the hope is to coordinate governors regarding messaging and actions moving forward.

RSVP LIST:

Governor State Conference Call
Robert Bentley Alabama YES
Sean Parnell Alaska YES
Jan Brewer Arizona YES
Rick Scott Florida YES
Nathan Deal Georgia YES
Eddie Calvo Guam NO
Butch Otter Idaho NO
Mitch Daniels Indiana YES
Terry Branstad Iowa NO
Sam Brownback Kansas YES
Bobby Jindal Louisiana YES
Paul LePage Maine YES
Rick Snyder Michigan NO
Phil Bryant  Mississippi YES
Dave Heineman Nebraska YES
Brian Sandoval Nevada YES
Chris Christie New Jersey YES
Susana Martinez New Mexico YES
Jack Dalrymple North Dakota YES
Benigno Fitial No. Mariana Islands  
John Kasich Ohio YES
Mary Fallin Oklahoma YES
Tom Corbett Pennsylvania YES
Luis Fortuno Puerto Rico  
Nikki Haley South Carolina NO
Dennis Daugaard South Dakota YES
Bill Haslam Tennessee YES
Rick Perry Texas YES
Gary Herbert Utah YES
Bob McDonnell Virginia YES
Scott Walker Wisconsin YES
Matt Mead Wyoming YES

*Dial-in: 
Conference Code: 



From: Dana Wolpert on behalf of Mary Fallin
To: Tammie Wright; Rebecca Frazier; Maria Maule; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Post Election RGA Call
Start: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:45:00 AM
End: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:15:00 AM

When: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:45 AM-11:15 AM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Please have your Governor join Gov. McDonnell, Gov. Christie, Gov. Jindal, and Gov. Walker for a Governors-only conference call to
discuss healthcare issues/PPACA deadlines based on the election outcome.  The RGPPC is preparing materials for either scenario and
the hope is to coordinate governors regarding messaging and actions moving forward.

RSVP LIST:

Governor State Conference Call
Robert Bentley Alabama YES
Sean Parnell Alaska YES
Jan Brewer Arizona YES
Rick Scott Florida YES
Nathan Deal Georgia YES
Eddie Calvo Guam NO
Butch Otter Idaho NO
Mitch Daniels Indiana YES
Terry Branstad Iowa NO
Sam Brownback Kansas YES
Bobby Jindal Louisiana YES
Paul LePage Maine YES
Rick Snyder Michigan NO
Phil Bryant  Mississippi YES
Dave Heineman Nebraska YES
Brian Sandoval Nevada YES
Chris Christie New Jersey YES
Susana Martinez New Mexico YES
Jack Dalrymple North Dakota YES
Benigno Fitial No. Mariana Islands  
John Kasich Ohio YES
Mary Fallin Oklahoma YES
Tom Corbett Pennsylvania YES
Luis Fortuno Puerto Rico  
Nikki Haley South Carolina NO
Dennis Daugaard South Dakota YES
Bill Haslam Tennessee YES
Rick Perry Texas YES
Gary Herbert Utah YES
Bob McDonnell Virginia YES
Scott Walker Wisconsin YES
Matt Mead Wyoming YES

*Dial-in: 
Conference Code: 



From: Dustin Huffman
To: Dustin Huffman
Cc: Marie Sanderson; Deborah Hohlt ( )
Subject: PPACA Proposed Rules
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:16:22 PM

All:
 
As you know, late Friday evening, the Obama Administration released two major rules regarding
implementation of the Affordable Care Act, CMS issued a fact sheet on FFEs (with no new info – just
links to earlier guidance), and HHS announced a new application deadline of 12/28/2012 for states
to apply for level I and level II exchange grants.
 
Below you will find a few key provisions of the aforementioned proposals, links to more detailed
synopses, and highlights from the press:
 
PPACA; HHS Notice of Benefit and Payment Parameters for 2014 (HHS)

·         User fees to finance Federally-facilitated Exchanges are proposed to be set at a rate of 3.5%
of premiums. This fee will be levied on insurers who sell in the marketplace and is subject to
change.

o    “For the 2014 benefit year, we propose a monthly user fee rate equal to 3.5 percent
of the monthly premium charged by the issuer for a particular policy under the QHP.
Because we seek to align this rate with rates charged by State-based Exchanges, we
may adjust this rate to conform with State-based Exchange rates in the final
Payment Notice.”

·         The pre-existing conditions provision of the PPACA is implemented with this proposed rule.
o    “…prohibiting the use of factors such as health status, medical history, gender, and

industry of employment to set premium rates…”
·         The proposal addresses the parameters that will be used for “premium stabilization”

programs – the risk-adjustment, reinsurance and risk corridor programs.
 
For a more detailed synopsis of this proposed rule click here.
 
PPACA; Establishment of the Multi-State Plan Program for the Affordable Insurance Exchanges
(Office of Personnel Management)

·         The proposed rule implements the Multi-State Plan Program (MSPP) pursuant to the PPACA.
·         The OPM, which runs the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program, will contact with at

least two insurers (one must be a non-profit) to offer multi-state plans in at least 31 states
initially and all 50 states by the end of four years.

o     “In the first year the MSP is offered, it must be offered in at least 60 percent of the
States (31 States),” and “[By the fourth year], the MSPP issuer must offer the MSP in
all States and District of Columbia”.

 
For a more detailed synopsis of this proposed rule click here.

 
Press



HHS health rules no balm for states (Politico)
 
Week in Regulation: November 26-30 (AAF)

Want to sell insurance on the Obamacare exchanges? There’s a (3.5%) fee for that. (WaPo)
 
Feds propose 3.5 percent fee on insurers who want to participate in new health care
markets (WaPo)
 
Health Insurers Will Be Charged to Use New Exchanges (New York Times)
 
Insurers to Pay Fees in States Rejecting U.S. Health Law (Bloomberg)
 
HHS sets new fees for insurers in federal exchange (The Hill)
 
Insurance Surcharges Will Fund Most Online Exchanges Created Under Health Law (KHN)
 
CMS posts risk-management proposals (LifeHealthPRO)
 
Insurance Surcharges Will Fund Most Online Exchanges Created Under Health Law (KHN)
 
AHIP sees insurer user fee boosting coverage costs (Modern Healthcare)            

 
We will continue to track these moving parts and provide relevant updates. Please let us know if you
have any questions, comments, or concerns.
 
Best,
Dustin
 
Dustin Huffman
Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
Office: (202) 662-4927
Cell: 

 



State Reg1 Reg2

Alabama PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Alaska PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Arizona PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Arkansas PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

California PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Colorado PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Connecticut PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Delaware PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Florida PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Georgia PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Hawaii PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Iowa PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Idaho PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Illinois PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Indiana PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Kansas PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Kentucky PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Louisiana PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Massachusetts PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Maryland PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Maine PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Michigan PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Minnesota PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Missouri PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Mississippi PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Montana PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

New Hampshire PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

New Jersey PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

New Mexico PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Nevada PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

North Carolina PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

North Dakota PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Nebraska PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

New York PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Ohio PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Oklahoma PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Oregon PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Pennsylvania PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Rhode Island PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

South Carolina PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

South Dakota PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Tennessee PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Texas PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)



Utah PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Virginia PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Vermont PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Washington PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Wisconsin PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

West Virginia PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Wyoming PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)



Reg3 Reg4 Reg5 Reg 6

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)



Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)



Total Cost ($M)
128.68$                    
17.38$                      

367.51$                    
97.33$                      

1,075.58$                 
180.62$                    
152.29$                    
68.12$                      

679.68$                    
289.99$                    
40.59$                      

109.84$                    
76.68$                      

362.74$                    
246.06$                    
137.71$                    
148.12$                    
130.35$                    
187.61$                    
297.63$                    
52.11$                      

326.28$                    
219.78$                    
226.79$                    
78.33$                      
61.09$                      
62.39$                      

239.10$                    
59.47$                      

115.37$                    
247.89$                    
49.67$                      

101.90$                    
536.32$                    
482.10$                    
135.54$                    
157.76$                    
575.34$                    
42.63$                      

131.50$                    
60.94$                      

221.01$                    
726.60$                    



110.23$                    
249.52$                    
28.98$                      

156.47$                    
270.00$                    
55.94$                      
53.31$                      



State Reg1 Reg2

Alabama PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Alaska PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Arizona PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Arkansas PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

California PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Colorado PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Connecticut PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Delaware PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Florida PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Georgia PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Hawaii PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Iowa PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Idaho PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Illinois PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Indiana PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Kansas PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Kentucky PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Louisiana PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Massachusetts PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Maryland PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Maine PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Michigan PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Minnesota PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Missouri PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Mississippi PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Montana PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

New Hampshire PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

New Jersey PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

New Mexico PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Nevada PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

North Carolina PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

North Dakota PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Nebraska PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

New York PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Ohio PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Oklahoma PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Oregon PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Pennsylvania PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Rhode Island PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

South Carolina PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

South Dakota PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Tennessee PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Texas PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)



Utah PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Virginia PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Vermont PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Washington PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Wisconsin PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

West Virginia PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)

Wyoming PPACA Operating Rules (76 FR 40458) Uniform Glossary (77 FR 8668)



Reg3 Reg4 Reg5 Reg 6

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)



Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)

Standard Menu Items (76 FR 19192) Exchanges (77 FR MLR (75 FR 74864) Grandfathered Health  (75 FR 34538)



Total Cost ($M)
128.68$                    
17.38$                      

367.51$                    
97.33$                      

1,075.58$                 
180.62$                    
152.29$                    
68.12$                      

679.68$                    
289.99$                    
40.59$                      

109.84$                    
76.68$                      

362.74$                    
246.06$                    
137.71$                    
148.12$                    
130.35$                    
187.61$                    
297.63$                    
52.11$                      

326.28$                    
219.78$                    
226.79$                    
78.33$                      
61.09$                      
62.39$                      

239.10$                    
59.47$                      

115.37$                    
247.89$                    
49.67$                      

101.90$                    
536.32$                    
482.10$                    
135.54$                    
157.76$                    
575.34$                    
42.63$                      

131.50$                    
60.94$                      

221.01$                    
726.60$                    



110.23$                    
249.52$                    
28.98$                      

156.47$                    
270.00$                    
55.94$                      
53.31$                      
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Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

President Obama's Failure to Address Debt Crisis Would 
Guarantee Benefit Cuts for Seniors 

March 22, 2011 I Posted by Don Seymour I Permalink 

President Obama's congressional campaign arm is out today accusing Republicans of proposing 
"radical benefit cuts" to programs like Social Security when - in fact - it is the president's own 
budget that by doina nothina would lead to " radical benefit cuts" for seniors and future retirees , 
while piling more debt onto the backs of our kids and grandkids. 

Is this President Obama's idea of an "adult conversation?" Consider: 

President Obama's budget proposal fails to address our job-crushing debt-crisis and ignores 
the need to protect entitlement programs for future generations ... 

• "On tax and entitlement reform, the Obama budget does nothing at all ." (Obama wimps out on 
the budget deficit , Houston Chronicle, 2/20/11) 

• "'He [Obama] says he refuses to pass the problem on to another generation of Americans,' 
said Riedl. 'And this in his budget he did just that and ignored the biggest budget issue of our 
era.'" (Obama fails to include cuts to entitlement spending in budget proposal , The Daily Caller, 
2/15/11) 

• "The president wants us to believe that the way he is going to fix the most pressing problem 



facing the nation is -- presto -- to do nothing about it!" (Not-so-tough choices: Behind Barn's 
budget punt, New York Post , 2/16/11) 

But doing nothing to protect and preserve America's biggest entitlement programs will itself 
lead to automatic benefit cuts for seniors and future retirees ... 

• " ... if we dither long enough ultimately we will indeed face the threat of benefits being 'slashed' 
by a fu ll 22% according to last year's Social Security Trustees' report. It's not a reformed Social 
Security system that threatens to cut benefits, but the status quo-and our elected leaders 
would do well to acknowledge this reality." (Nobody Is Proposing to 'Slash' Social Security 
Benefits , Wall Street Journal, 2/3/11) 

• " ... keep in mind, if nothing is done, when those trust funds are exhausted, benefits would have 
to be cut by 22 percent in 2037 and more each year after that , according to the most recent 
report of the system's trustees. By 2084, the system will generate only enough revenue to pay 
for 75 percent of promised benefit levels." (Democrats Deny Social Security's Red Ink, 
FactCheck.org, 2/25/11) 

• "The drastic reductions in Medicare reimbursements under ObamaCare will create havoc and 
chaos in health care for seniors . ... [S]eniors are not going to get the health services, treatment 
and care they expect." (How ObamaCare Guts Medicare , Wall Street Journal, 9/9/10) 

• "Chuck Blahous, one of two public trustees for Social Security and Medicare, says that doing 
nothing will ultimately result in benefits being cut by a full 22 percent ." (Americans Are Ready 
for Entitlement Reform Politicians Aren't, US News, 3/17/11) 

At a time when Washington is already borrowing 42 cents for every dollar it spends, Politico reports 
that "[e]ighty-one percent of those surveyed for a Washington Post-ABC News poll. .. said they think 
that if no changes are made to Social Security, the program will be in trouble." And they're right 

So while the president's political arm pitches misleading attacks and the White House pushes a status 
quo budget plan that would guarantee future benefit cuts, House Republicans have pledged to lead 
where the president has failed and introduce a budget that addresses o ur job-crushing debt 
crisis. Failing to address our debt crisis means more uncertainty for our small businesses who create 
jobs, and more uncertainty for every American who counts on programs like Medicare and Medicaid. 
Without a real plan to protect these programs, they simply won't be there for future generations. And 
that's unacceptable. 

SPEAKER PRESS OFFICE 
REP. JOHN BOEHNER (R-OH) 

H-232, THE CAPITOL 
(202) 225-0600 I SPEAKERGOV 

WEBSITE I CONTACT I PRIVACY POLICY 



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg@sbcglobal.net; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon
Steinmann (bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us); brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus

); Brian Nutt ( ); carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Claude Ramsey
(Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); clipparelli  CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us;
dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt ; Denise
Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug
Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); Ed Perez (eperez@osfr.state.tx.us); emainigi@wc.com; Eric Finkbeiner
(eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov); griffin  hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10 ;
jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov);
Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff
Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer Branstetter
(jbranstett@state.pa.us); jim.soyer@state.sd.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov);
joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista
Carman ); Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us;
Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov); Lgromis ; Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie
Sanderson (msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov); mark.cate@tn.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov); Michael DiSabato
(Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mkennicott ; mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole
Guillemard ); rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
rob.jakubik  Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness
(ryan ; Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Spence
Geissinger (spencer.geissinger ); Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov);
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith );
travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov);
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Brandi White (Brandi White@mcconnell.senate.gov); Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov
Subject: President Who Began 2011 Saying “No Cuts” Now Poised to Sign Largest Spending Cut Since WWII
Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2011 8:53:04 PM

[http://speaker.house.gov/images/email/email-header600-speaker-
alert.jpg]<http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=129873-3477662>

President Who Began 2011 Saying “No Cuts” Now Poised to Sign Largest Spending Cut Since WWII

April 12, 2011 | Posted by Speaker Boehner Press Office |
Permalink<http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=129874-3477662>

White House spin merchants are in overdrive this week, contending that their boss – who just months
ago called for a spending freeze that would result in no cuts to federal spending levels – will be getting
most of what he asked for from Congress when he signs into law the largest non-defense spending cut
in American history.  The White House-spun yarn goes something like this: “Despite his January call for
zero spending cuts, the president has actually always been in favor of spending cuts, as long as they
are cuts in mandatory spending.  And since the final agreement contains significant cuts in mandatory
spending along with significant cuts in discretionary spending, it means the president won.”

Here are the facts:

 *   Republicans believe dramatic reductions in both discretionary and mandatory (“autopilot”) spending
are essential to help reduce uncertainty in our economy and create a better environment for job growth,
and the agreement makes historic cuts in both types of spending -- just months after President Obama
and his Democratic allies in Congress called for zero cuts and claimed spending cuts would hurt the
economy.

 *   Democrats note that some of the spending cuts in the agreement were proposed in the president’s
budget, but disingenuously fail to note that many of those cuts were used in the president’s budget to
offset additional or new spending elsewhere.  In the context of the agreement, those cuts are now real
cuts – chopping billions of dollars off the baseline, rather than being used to offset other Washington
spending sought by the administration.



 *   As Chairman Paul Ryan said Tuesday, the agreement "[secures] tens of billions of dollars in
spending cuts, forcing the President and his party’s leaders to retreat from their reckless spending
spree.  The historic spending cut turns the page from Washington’s pervasive culture of spending,
sending a welcome signal to job creators and cleaning up the unprecedented budget mess left by the
last Congress."

 *   The agreement cuts nearly $40 billion compared to FY 2010 spending levels (nearly $38 billion
compared to the March 4 continuing resolution) – the largest non-defense spending cut in American
history – and will cut $315 billion from the federal budget over the next decade, clearing a path for the
landmark Path to Prosperity budget offered by Chairman Ryan, which cuts trillions more over the next
decade.  The bill also eliminates the ability of students to draw down two Pell Grant awards at the same
time, saving an additional $35 billion over the next 10 years.

 *   The gross spending cut in the bill is nearly $45 billion.  The total spending cut would be nearly $45
billion had the Speaker not fought for – and won – a $5 billion increase in defense spending, which is
included in the agreement.

 *   As a result of the agreement, the federal government will spend $78.5 billion less than President
Obama proposed spending this year.

 *   The agreement eliminates one Obamacare program, cuts a second nearly in half, and eliminates
four of the Obama Administration’s controversial “czars” – including the president’s health czar charged
with overseeing his government takeover of health care, his auto czar responsible for managing the
federal government’s takeover of U.S. auto manufacturers, and his climate change czar tasked with
implementing the president’s job-crushing national energy tax.

 *   The agreement secures Senate votes and debate on de-funding of two presidential priorities –
Obamacare and Planned Parenthood – while saving the successful D.C. school choice program
Democrats have been trying to eliminate for years.

 *   The agreement includes zero earmarks – a stark contrast to two years ago, when President Obama
accommodated a Democratic House and Senate and signed into law a massive omnibus spending bill
containing an estimated 9,000 earmarks.

 *   The agreement makes real cuts in discretionary spending and includes no tax increases.  After
initially opposing any spending cuts, the White House and Congressional Democrats abandoned that
position during negotiations and tried to cut their losses by demanding tax increases and trying to
prevent virtually any cuts to discretionary spending.  Republican negotiators rebuffed this gambit and
forced the White House to accept an agreement with a mix of cuts from both discretionary and
mandatory spending programs, and zero tax hikes.

 *   The agreement terminates more than 40 ineffective programs at the U.S. Department of Education
alone, including Educational Technology State Grants, Even Start, Advanced Credentialing, Mental Health
Integration, Exchanges with Historic Whaling Partners, Women’s Educational Equity, Tech-Prep
Education State Grants, Smaller Learning Communities, Legal Assistance Loan Repayment Program,
Thurgood Marshall Legal Opportunity Scholarships, and B.J. Stupak Olympic Scholarships.

 *

For a full list of federal programs that are cut or eliminated by the agreement, click
here<http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=129875-3477662>.

SPEAKER PRESS OFFICE
REP. JOHN BOEHNER (R-OH)
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From: Lindsay Russell
To: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; cindy.sims@alaska.gov; rserote@az.gov;

Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; JohnPatrick.Walsh ; rob.jakubik m;
renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; macarter32 ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov;
ts ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; debbie ; griffin ; ahorst@sba.IN.gov;
bburdick@gov.IN.gov; cruhl@omb.in.gov; Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov; doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov;
adam.nordstrom ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; wags@la.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov;
msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan ;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; mkennicott ; kristacarman ;
wstruble ; Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler;
aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; lgromis ;
bnutt ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jim.soyer@state.sd.us; mark.cate@tn.gov;
will.cromer@tn.gov; travisrichmond ; katyoder 99  brandymarty03 ;
rspendlove@utah.gov; jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov; eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov; ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov;
nguillemard ; sarah.echols ; Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov;
lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; Intern Sam Dulik

Cc: Marie T. Sanderson; Intern Sam Dulik; Seth Levey
Subject: Press and Policy-April 29, 2011
Date: Friday, April 29, 2011 8:30:32 AM

Press and Policy
 
Healthcare
Republicans target state health insurance exchange funds:
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/04/28/usa-health-exchanges-idUSN2827688020110428
 
Education
Schools, yes, tax hikes, no, poll shows: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?
f=/c/a/2011/04/27/BAUJ1J8QVT.DTL&tsp=1
 
Okla. House approves changes to teachers’ pension:
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9MSLGU80.htm
 
Budget and Spending
Several states take up fight over defunding Planned Parenthood:
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/04/28/states-fight-defunding-planned-parenthood/
 
Kasich budget hit with 200 revisions by House Republicans:
http://www.bizjournals.com/columbus/morning_call/2011/04/republicans-unveil-changes-to-
kasichs.html
 
Florida Senate passes property insurance overhaul:
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9MSS7Q82.htm
 
Indiana budget deal includes Daniels-backed refund:
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9MT0OKO0.htm
 
California, Texas, and state workers’ pay:
http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/11_19/b4227025728517.htm



 
Energy and Environment
Corbett’s Marcellus Shale panel gets earful:
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9MSLT201.htm
 
EPA water pollution guidelines run afoul of state authority:
http://www.allheadlinenews.com/articles/90046737?
EPA%20water%20pollution%20guidelines%20run%20afoul%20of%20state%20authority
 
Immigration
Obama: States cannot have their own immigration laws:
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/politics/2011/04/27/obama-states-immigration-laws/
 
 
Sam Dulik
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4404 | C:  | sdulik@rga.org
 



From: Lindsay Russell
To: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; cindy.sims@alaska.gov; rserote@az.gov;

Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; JohnPatrick.Walsh ; rob.jakubik
renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; macarter32 ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov;
ts ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov;
tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; debbie ; griffin ; ahorst@sba.IN.gov;
bburdick@gov.IN.gov; cruhl@omb.in.gov; Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov; doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov;
adam.nordstrom ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; wags@la.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov;
msanderson@governor.state.ms.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; brian ; ryan ;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us; mkennicott ; kristacarman ;
wstruble ; Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler;
aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; lgromis ;
bnutt ; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jim.soyer@state.sd.us; mark.cate@tn.gov;
will.cromer@tn.gov; travisrichmond ; katyoder 99 ; brandymarty03
rspendlove@utah.gov; jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov; eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov; ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov; carol.statkus@wyo.gov;
nguillemard ; sarah.echols ; Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov;
lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; Intern Sam Dulik

Subject: Press and Policy-May 2, 2011
Date: Tuesday, May 03, 2011 8:38:36 AM

 
PRESS AND POLICY
 
 
Economy/Jobs
States' Pay Cuts Present Mixed Economic Blessing
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703567404576292951778888600.html?
mod=WSJ_Election_RightTopCarousel_1
 
Tax
High-Earning Households Pay Growing Share of Taxes
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703703304576299560728821804.html?
mod=WSJ_Election_LEFTSecondStories
Extra Tax Revenue to Delay Debt Crisis
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/03/business/economy/03debt.html?src=recg
 
Budget
Paul Ryan takes fame, and hecklers, in stride
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0511/54117.html
 
Healthcare
States turn to work-arounds on health insurance exchanges
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0511/54109.html
Obama threatens veto of healthcare bills
http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/158761-obama-threatens-
veto-of-healthcare-bills
3 Ways Healthcare Reform May Impact Medical Education
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/medical-school-admissions-doctor/2011/05/02/3-
ways-healthcare-reform-may-impact-medical-education
Rule Would Discourage States’ Cutting Medicaid Payments to Providers
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/03/us/politics/03medicaid.html?
adxnnl=1&ref=todayspaper&adxnnlx=1304424014-L+0ujKbgKLUjsjKMTqhiEQ
 



Energy
EPA tries to win back farm states
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0511/54135.html
Supplies Squeezed, Rare Earth Prices Surge
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/03/business/03rare.html?hpw
 
 
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:   | 
 
 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: brandymarty03 ; Candice Whitfield; Marie Sanderson; Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov;

mschrimpf@RGA.ORG
Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ; RSerote@az.gov;

Adam.nordstrom ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; dhiowa ; jabot10 ; jboeyink34 ;
ted.pitts.jr  travisrichmond ; wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov;
jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler;
JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@GOV.STATE.LA.US; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov;
brandon.steinmann@governor.state.tx.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; jboeyink ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov;
Renee.Fargason@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov;
ryan ; eperez@osfr.state.tx.us; nguillemard ; sarah.echols ;
ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ;
rspendlove@utah.gov; EMainigi ; Joseph.Fadness@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov;
katyoder 99

Subject: Press on the Exchange letter
Date: Tuesday, February 08, 2011 9:05:46 AM

Gov Herbert:  http://video.foxnews.com/v/4527992/governors-issue-obamacare-ultimatatum/?
playlist_id=86858

Fox Lead story with Gov Daniels:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1qrir-i1NQ

Politco: http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0211/48985.html

The Huffington Post: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/02/07/obama-gop-governors-health-
care_n_819926.html

USA Today: http://content.usatoday.com/communities/theoval/post/2011/02/republican-governors-seek-
changes-to-obamas-health-care-law/1

ABC News Radio: http://860thewolf.com/rssItem.asp?feedid=112&itemid=29630697

Reuters: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/02/07/usa-states-healthcare-exchanges-
idUSN0722172820110207

Bloomberg: http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-02-07/republican-governors-threaten-to-leave-
health-exchanges-to-u-s-.html

Palm Beach Post: http://blogs.palmbeachpost.com/on-call/2011/02/07/gop-governors-threaten-revolt-
over-health-reform-rules/

Sioux City Journal: http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/state-and-regional/iowa/article_7843416b-
d61f-5f52-944d-98334702c948.html



Richmond Times Dispatch:  http://virginiapolitics.tumblr.com/post/3167531732/mcdonnell-wants-
flexibility-on-health-care-law

The Hill: http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/142433-republican-govs-
demand-flexibility-to-run-insurance-exchanges

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Director of Federal Policy
Office of Governor Haley Barbour



From: Marie Sanderson
To: brandymarty03 ; Candice Whitfield; Marie Sanderson; Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov;

mschrimpf@RGA.ORG
Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ; RSerote@az.gov;

Adam.nordstrom  Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; dhiowa ; jabot10 ; jboeyink34
ted.pitts.jr ; travisrichmond ; wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov;
jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler;
JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@GOV.STATE.LA.US; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov;
brandon.steinmann@governor.state.tx.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; jboeyink ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; wstruble ; rbmull t; wags@la.gov;
Renee.Fargason@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US; kristacarman ; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov;
ryan@ ; eperez@osfr.state.tx.us; nguillemard ; sarah.echols ;
ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ;
rspendlove@utah.gov; EMainigi ; Joseph.Fadness@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov;
katyoder 99

Subject: Press re yesterday/Medicaid
Date: Friday, February 04, 2011 8:20:48 AM

New York Times
Governors Get Advice for Saving on Medicaid
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/04/us/politics/04medicaid.html?hp

Wall Street Journal
The States Can't Afford ObamaCare
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703439504576116612969105114.html?
mod=WSJ Opinion LEADTop

AJC
Feds Give States a Menu for Cutting Medicaid
http://www.ajc.com/news/nation-world/feds-give-states-a-827065.html

A Medicaid Rebellion?

by PAUL HOWARD, DOUGLAS HOLTZ-EAKIN
http://www.city-journal.org/2011/21 1 snd-medicaid.html

Haslam Asks President to Expedite Healthcare Law Appeals
http://news.tnanytime.org/node/6663

Parnell asks AG for federal health care advice
AP
http://www.adn.com/2011/02/03/1682984/parnell-seeks-legal-advice-on.html



Utah AG: Federal health care law invalid in stateAPhttp://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/articles/utah-ag-
federal-health-care-law-invalid-in-state/

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Director of Federal Policy
Office of Governor Haley Barbour
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REPORT HIGHLIGHTS 
• AARP functions as an insurance conglomerate with a liberal lobbying arm on the side.  Independent 

experts and former AARP executives admit that the organization’s billions of dollars raised from its 
business enterprises – most notably the sale of health insurance plans – have compromised the 
organization’s mission and independence.   

• AARP depends on profits, royalties, and commissions to make up over 50% of its annual budget.  
Membership dues from seniors account for only about 20% of AARP’s revenue. 

• AARP’s $458 million in health insurance revenue in 2011 would rank it as the nation’s sixth-most 
profitable health insurer.  

• The health care law, which AARP lobbied heavily for, could lead to over $1 billion in new AARP 
health insurance profits over the next decade by forcing seniors off Medicare Advantage plans into 
Medigap supplemental coverage.  

• AARP earns more profit the higher premiums rise on seniors in Medigap plans, charging a “royalty 
fee” of 4.95% of every premium dollar paid by seniors on these plans. 

• In 2011, AARP failed to disclose to its senior membership that it lobbied Congress to oppose Medigap 
reform, legislation that could lower senior premiums by as much as 60%, and save seniors $415 per 
year on average.  

• AARP could lose as much as $1.8 billion in revenue over ten years if Medigap reforms pass and 
successfully lower senior premiums. 

• Documents show close coordination between Obama Administration and AARP, including efforts to 
deceive the public.  In November 2009, a senior AARP executive wrote to the White House saying 
“we will try to keep a little space between us” on health care – because AARP’s “polling shows we are 
more influential when we are seen as independent, so we want to reinforce that positioning….The 
larger issue is how best to serve the cause.”  

• AARP has benefitted by supporting the Obama Administration’s unpopular health care law.  Unlike 
other forms of insurance, AARP’s Medigap insurance plans were exempted from many of the health 
care law’s mandates, including the ban on pre-existing condition discrimination.  

• The Obama Administration has not publicly criticized AARP’s business practices, even though it has 
publicly attacked other insurance companies with much smaller profit margins than those generated by 
AARP’s Medigap insurance. 

• Democrats continue to praise AARP – HHS Secretary Sebelius called them the “gold standard” for 
“accurate information” – even though AARP earns more profit the higher Medigap premiums rise for 
seniors. 

• Even though President Obama has criticized Republicans for placing seniors at the mercy of insurance 
companies, the health care law he signed allows organizations like AARP to continue discriminating 
against Medigap applicants with pre-existing conditions. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The AARP bills itself as the nation’s premier senior advocacy group, but has opposed important reforms to 
Medigap supplemental insurance that would save seniors, on average, hundreds of dollars a year. 

Why? There are $1.8 billion reasons. 

The reforms currently being proposed to Medigap would drastically reduce the “royalty fees” AARP 
generates by peddling insurance to its members by an estimated $1.8 billion over ten years. If AARP 
supported these reforms, which are sure to save seniors money, the lobbying group would lose billions. 

This report shows how the AARP has a history of being compromised by its lucrative insurance businesses.  The 
pressure group’s opposition to Medigap reform is just the latest instance where its financial enterprises have 
trumped the well-being of its members.   

AARP is mounting a “You’ve Earned a Say” campaign to solicit member viewpoints about how to reform 
entitlements, but our examination of the organization’s actions over the years shows AARP executives, who 
seek to boost their bottom lines, always have the biggest say. 
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THE AARP EMPIRE 
Founded in 1958, AARP is now an organization with an annual budget exceeding $1 billion.  The 
organization spent $206 million to acquire its headquarters building in Washington, DC more than a decade 
ago.1  According to its most recently filed tax returns, AARP spent more than $246 million on postage, and 
over $280 million on compensation in 2010.2  In that same year, AARP provided compensation of over 
$100,000 to 543 separate employees, including one senior executive who received nearly $1.2 million in 
compensation.3 

 

 

While AARP claims to be a membership-driven organization, in reality most of its revenue comes not from 
member dues but from “royalty fees” generated from the sale of other products, namely health insurance.  
“Royalty fees” are payments AARP receives for putting its brand name on certain products and services.  So 
while insurance companies provide a tangible product and service in exchange for the premiums they charge, 
AARP receives more than half a billion dollars per year for essentially playing the middle man. 

                                                
1Behind the Veil: The AARP America Doesn’t Know, report by Reps. Wally Herger and Dave Reichert, March 29, 2011,  
http://herger.house.gov/images/stories/pdf/20110329aarpreport.pdf, p. 6. 
2AARP Inc., 2010 Internal Revenue Service Form 990, 
http://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/about aarp/annual reports/2010 990 aarp.pdf, p. 1. 
3 Ibid., pp. 8-9. 
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According to its 2011 financial statements, more than half of AARP’s revenue came from royalty fees – over 
$704 million of its $1.35 billion in total revenue last year.4  Revenues from health insurer United Health 
Group comprised nearly two-thirds of AARP’s total “royalty fee” revenue, or $457.6 million.5  By comparison, 
in 2011 AARP generated only $265.8 million from membership dues – just over half the amount received 
from the sale of AARP-branded insurance products.6 

 

 

 

AARP’s royalty fees have risen significantly in recent years, making the organization ever more dependent on 
the sale of insurance policies to fund AARP’s massive payroll.  Between 2001 and 2011, AARP’s total royalty 
fees rose by more than 350% – from $196.7 million in 2001 to over $704 million last year.7  Much of this 
increase comes from additional health insurance-related revenue.  Over the past five years, AARP has  

                                                
4 AARP Inc., 2011 Consolidated Financial Statements,  
http://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/about_aarp/annual_reports/2012-05/Consolidated-Financial-Statements-2011-
2010-AARP.pdf, p. 3. 
5 Page 9 of the AARP 2011 financial statements notes that “the service provider United Healthcare Corporation accounted for 
65% of total royalties earned in 2011 and 2010.”  65% of the total $704 million in royalties equates to $457.6 million 
received from United Healthcare. 
6 Ibid., p. 3. 
7 Letter from AARP Chief Operating Officer Thomas Nelson to Rep. Dave Reichert, November 2, 2009, pp. 3-4. 
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generated over $2 billion in revenue from United Health Group alone – $284 million in 2007,8 $414 million 
in 2008,9 $427 million in 2009,10 $441 million in 2010,11 and $458 million in 2011.12 

 

 

 
AARP’s $458 million in insurance revenue in 2011 would rank it as the nation’s sixth-most profitable insurer, 
based on data collected by Fortune magazine.13  For instance, insurer Health Net generated only $204 
million in net revenue last year – on over $13.6 billion in total revenue.14  By contrast, AARP’s $458 million in 
insurance-based “royalty fees” go directly to the organization’s bottom line. 

                                                
8AARP Inc., 2008 Consolidated Financial Statements,  
http://assets.aarp.org/www.aarp.org /TopicAreas/annual reports/assets/AARPConsolidatedFinancialStatements.pdf, pp. 4-
9. 
9Ibid., pp. 3-9. 
10AARP Inc., 2009 Consolidated Financial Statements, 
http://assets.aarp.org/www.aarp.org /cs/misc/2009 aarp consolidated financial statements 12 31 09.pdf, pp. 3-9. 
11 AARP Inc., 2010 Consolidated Financial Statements, 
http://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/about_aarp/annual_reports/2010_aarp_consolidated_financial_statements_12_3
1 10.pdf, pp. 3-9.  
12 AARP Inc., 2011 Consolidated Financial Statements. 
13 Fortune 500, Health Care: Insurance and Managed Care, May 23, 2011, 
http://money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune/fortune500/2011/industries/223/index.html. 
14 Ibid. 
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AARP’S QUESTIONABLE INSURANCE PRACTICES 
Even as it claims to be a non-profit advocacy organization, AARP has received criticism from many quarters 
for its heavy reliance on revenue from insurance sales.  Marilyn Moon, a former AARP executive, said “there’s 
an inherent conflict of interest” because AARP is “very dependent on sources of income.”15    

AARP’s dependence on “royalty fee” income has resulted in numerous controversies over the years.  For 
instance, in 2008 a congressional inquiry16 found that AARP was using potentially misleading language in its 
marketing materials; seniors thought they were buying comprehensive health insurance, but in reality 
purchased policies covering only a limited amount of health costs.  Following a public outcry, AARP ordered 
an investigation,17 and eventually stopped selling these types of limited benefit plans.18 

More recently, the tax implications of AARP’s significant “royalty fees” have come under scrutiny.  An 
investigation by several members of the House Ways and Means Committee last year raised questions about  

                                                
15 Gary Cohn and Darrell Preston, “AARP’s Stealth Fees Often Sting Seniors With Costlier Insurance,” Bloomberg December 4, 
2008,  http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&refer=&sid=a4OkPQIPF6Kg. 
16 Letter from Senate Finance Committee Ranking Member Chuck Grassley to AARP CEO William Novelli, November 3, 2008, 
http://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/upload/110320081.pdf. 
17 Robert Pear, “AARP Orders Investigation Concerning Its Marketing,” New York Times November 18, 2008,   
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/19/us/19insure.html? r=1. 
18 Emily Berry, “United Stops Selling AARP Limited-Benefit Insurance,” Amednews.com May 28, 2009,  http://www.ama-
assn.org/amednews/2009/05/25/bisd0528.htm. 
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whether or not AARP’s licensing revenue should be considered “royalty fees” or “commissions.”19  If the 
revenue in question should in fact be classified as “commissions,” then AARP could owe significant amounts of 
back taxes on billions of dollars in revenue.  The Ways and Means members referred the matter to the 
Internal Revenue Service, and requested an IRS investigation.20 

THE MEDIGAP CASH COW 
The Ways and Means member investigation also made clear that one of AARP’s prime sources of revenue is 
the sale of Medigap-branded supplemental insurance plans.  AARP does license Medicare Advantage plans, 
along with a Medicare Part D prescription drug plan.  However, AARP receives a flat financial payment from 
United Health Group for its Medicare Advantage and Part D plans, regardless of the number of people 
enrolled in each plan.  Conversely, AARP receives a percentage of total Medigap premiums paid – meaning 
that while AARP receives no financial benefits if its Medicare Advantage or Part D plan enrollment rises, it will 
receive a windfall if its Medigap plan generates additional customers, or 
those customers pay higher premiums. 

The health care law includes more than $300 billion in cuts to Medicare 
Advantage.21  As a result of these payment reductions, enrollment in 
Medicare Advantage plans will be cut in half, with 7.4 million fewer 
seniors enrolled.22  Many of these 7.4 million seniors will need 
supplemental coverage through Medigap, to fund catastrophic expenses 
not covered by Medicare. 

Because the health care law will have the effect of migrating millions of 
seniors from Medicare Advantage plans – which are less lucrative 
financially to AARP – to more-lucrative Medigap supplemental 
coverage, the Ways and Means member report concluded that the 
organization could receive a windfall exceeding $1 billion over the next 
ten years thanks to the law.23 

MEDIGAP REFORM WITH BIPARTISAN APPEAL 
The potential Medigap-related windfall for AARP resulting from the health care law is not the only instance in 
which the organization’s financial interests have coincided with its policy positions.  In recent months, a 
renewed focus on reforming entitlements, and making Medicare more sustainable, has prompted new 
attention to various proposals to reform Medigap plans.  While these plans would benefit most seniors 
financially, they would harm AARP’s financial interests – so perhaps not surprisingly, AARP has decided to 
oppose them. 

                                                
19 Behind the Veil: The AARP America Doesn’t Know. 
20 Letter from House Ways and Means Committee Members Wally Herger, Charles Boustany, and Dave Reichert to Internal 
Revenue Service Commissioner Douglas Shulman, December 21, 2011,  
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/letter_to_irs-shulman_12-15-11.pdf. 
21 Congressional Budget Office, score of H.R. 6079, Repeal of Obamacare Act, July 24, 2012, 
http://cbo.gov/sites/default/files/cbofiles/attachments/43471-hr6079.pdf.  
22 Robert Book and Michael Ramlet, What Changes will Health Care Reform Bring to Medicare Advantage Plan Benefits and 
Enrollment?, Medical Industry Leadership Institute- Carlson School of Management, October 2011, 
http://americanactionforum.org/sites/default/files/Embargoed Book+Ramlet MILI-Working-Paper 2011-10-13 Final.pdf. 
23 Behind the Veil: The AARP America Doesn’t Know, Table 4, p. 16.  
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Under the proposals being discussed, the traditional Medicare program would be reformed to provide 
catastrophic coverage, while Medigap would provide limited supplemental coverage.  For the first time in the 
program’s history, seniors would know their Medicare costs would not exceed a set amount.  In exchange, 
Medigap supplemental coverage, which covers co-payments and deductibles, would also be reformed, so that 
seniors would face an out-of-pocket deductible not covered by insurance. 

Reform to Medigap insurance plans has generated bipartisan appeal.  
Versions of this reform have been proposed by the Simpson-Bowles 
Commission,24 the Rivlin-Domenici commission on debt and deficits, 25 
Sens. Tom Coburn (R-OK) and Joe Lieberman (D-CT),26 and even 
President Obama’s most recent budget.27  Policy-makers in both parties 
believe that, by limiting first-dollar coverage of medical expenses 
through Medigap, seniors would serve as smarter purchasers of health 
insurance, such that overall spending in Medicare might decline 
modestly. 

Although some seniors might pay slightly more out-of-pocket under these 
changes, a study from the Kaiser Family Foundation said that “the 
savings for the average beneficiary” under Medigap reform “would be 
sufficient to more than offset his or her new direct outlays for Medicare 
cost sharing.”28  According to Kaiser, nearly four in five Medigap policy-
holders would receive a net financial benefit from this reform – with 
those savings averaging $415 per senior each year – because creating 
a new deductible for all Medigap plans will cause premiums to fall.29   

Under Medigap reform, seniors would spend much less money on premiums.  Just as with automobile insurance, 
or with Health Savings Account policies for individuals under age 65, adopting a higher deductible would 
yield significant premium savings for Medigap policies.  The Kaiser study found that under one proposed 
reform, Medigap premiums would plummet by an average of over 60%, from nearly $2,000 per year to 
only $731.30  Because less money from Medigap policy-holders would be diverted to administrative 
overhead, seniors would be able to keep their own money to finance their own health care.   

                                                
24 The Moment of Truth, report of the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform, December 2010,   
http://www.fiscalcommission.gov/sites/fiscalcommission.gov/files/documents/TheMomentofTruth12 1 2010.pdf, p. 39. 
25 Restoring America’s Future, report of the Bipartisan Policy Center’s Debt Reduction Tax Force, November 2010, 
http://bipartisanpolicy.org/sites/default/files/BPC%20FINAL%20REPORT%20FOR%20PRINTER%2002%2028%2011.pdf, 
pp. 52-53. 
26 Overview of Coburn/Lieberman Medicare reform proposal, June 2011, 
http://www.coburn.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=Files.Serve&File_id=1ea8e116-6d15-46ba-b2e0-731258583305. 
27 White House Fiscal Year 2013 budget submission to Congress, February 2012, 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2013/assets/budget.pdf, p. 35. 
28 Kaiser Family Foundation, “Medigap Reforms: Potential Effects of Benefit Restrictions on Medicare Spending and 
Beneficiary Costs,” July 2011, http://www.kff.org/medicare/upload/8208.pdf, p. 8. 
29 Ibid. 
30 Ibid., Exhibit 2, p. 6. 
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AARP WINS WHEN SENIORS LOSE 
The overall premise of Medigap reform is simple: Less money going to insurance companies means greater 
financial savings for most seniors.   

Unfortunately for AARP, things are not that simple.  As one independent financial adviser has said, AARP’s 
sales tactics are a “dirty little secret” that are “all about fattening the coffers of the organization.”  And the 
biggest “dirty little secret” of all is that AARP has a major financial incentive to keep premiums high for 
seniors.31  

The House Ways and Means Committee members’ investigation last year found that AARP receives a 
percentage of each senior’s Medigap premium dollar.32  The organization’s “royalty fee” totals 4.95% of 
every premium dollar paid.  So, similar to a salesman pushing the most expensive product in order to receive 
a higher commission, regardless of the customer’s needs,  AARP has an incentive to sell more Medigap policies 
– and to sell the most expensive Medigap policies – even if seniors do not need the insurance.  The higher the 
cost of seniors’ Medigap policies, the more money AARP makes. 

                                                
31 “AARP’s Stealth Fees Often Sting Seniors With Costlier Insurance.” 
32 Behind the Veil: The AARP America Doesn’t Know.  
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Based on AARP’s existing contractual arrangements and the Kaiser Family Foundation study projections, it is 
relatively simple to calculate the projected financial loss to AARP under Medigap reform.33   If premiums 
decline by more than $1,200 per year, as the Kaiser study predicted, AARP stands to lose an average of 
$62 in “royalty fees” for every senior enrolled in its Medigap insurance.  With nearly 3 million seniors 
enrolled in AARP’s Medigap plan, those numbers add up – over $181 million in one year, and $1.8 billion 
over the course of a decade.34  With the organization generating total revenue of $1.35 billion in 2011, 
Medigap reform would result in an immediate loss of over 13% of AARP’s annual revenue.35 

AARP’S COVERT CAMPAIGN TO KILL MEDIGAP REFORM 
Given its financial interest in keeping Medigap premiums high, it is perhaps unsurprising that AARP engaged 
in a covert lobbying campaign designed to kill Medigap reform, and keep its existing “royalty fee” regime in 
place.  Last year AARP wrote to members of the congressional “supercommittee” on deficit reduction, asking 
them not to include Medigap reforms – which, as noted above, would benefit four out of five Medigap policy-
holders, but significantly harm AARP’s financial interests.   

 

                                                
33 Kaiser Family Foundation, “Potential Effects of Benefit Restrictions on Medicare Spending and Beneficiary Costs,” Exhibit 2, 
p. 6. 
34 Behind the Veil: The AARP America Doesn’t Know, Table 2, p. 9.  
35 AARP Inc., 2011 Consolidated Financial Statements, p. 3. 
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AARP published excerpts of their letter to the “supercommittee” on its website.36  But AARP has yet to put 
anything on its website indicating that the organization has been privately contacting Members of Congress, 
asking them not to reform Medigap – and preserve AARP’s lucrative Medigap commissions.   

 

 

Two years ago, an AARP spokesman told CNN that the organization doesn’t lobby Congress on Medigap 
issues “at all.”37  While the organization is apparently trying to keep its actions secret, the fact remains that 
AARP is lobbying Congress against Medigap reform, opposing changes that will just so happen to save AARP 
members tens of billions, but that would also cost AARP billions. 

AARP WORKS AGAINST ITS MEMBERS 
Whereas last year AARP actively lobbied against Medigap reforms that would help its members but hurt 
AARP financially, three years ago the organization did NOT lobby for Medigap reforms that would help its 
members but could hurt AARP financially.  Specifically, even after enactment of the health care law, Medigap 
plans are still permitted to impose waiting periods on senior citizen applicants with pre-existing conditions.  
AARP, despite its stated support for ending pre-existing condition restrictions,38 imposes waiting periods on its 
own members applying for Medigap coverage39 – and stood idly by as an attempt to end this practice within 
Medigap was stricken from the health care bill before it became law. 
 

                                                
36 AARP Press Release, “AARP to Super Committee: Don’t Cut Medicare, Social Security Benefits,” October 19, 2011, 
http://www.aarp.org/about-aarp/press-center/info-10-2011/aarp-to-super-committee-dont-cut-medicare-social-security-
benefits.html. 
37 Carol Costello, “150,000 Seniors In Revolt,” CNN American Morning January 6, 2010, 
http://www.cnn.com/video/?/video/politics/2010/01/06/costello.aarp.health.care.cnn. 
38 AARP Press Release, “AARP Thanks Senate for Passing Health Care Reform,” December 24, 2009,  
http://www.aarp.org/about-aarp/press-center/info-03-2010/aarp thanks senateforpassinghealthcarereform.html. 
39 New York State Department of Financial Services, list of insurers offering Medicare supplemental coverage, 
http://www.dfs.ny.gov/insurance/caremain.htm#insurer.  
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Section 1234 of House Democrats’ June 2009 health care discussion draft would have prohibited pre-existing 
condition discrimination for certain Medigap applicants – achieving one of AARP’s chief goals.40  However, 
last year the Washington Post claimed that the Medigap provision “was dropped from the legislation during 
congressional negotiations because it would have increased 
Medicare costs, according to a House Democratic congressional 
aide.”41   
 
The Congressional Budget Office scored provisions eliminating pre-
existing condition discrimination in Medigap as costing about $400 
million per year.42  However, AARP had previously stated that the 
organization “would gladly forego every dime of revenue to fix the 
health care system.”43  As noted above, its $700 million in “royalty 
fees” last year far exceeds the $400 million annual cost of ending 
Medigap pre-existing condition discrimination.  It remains unclear 
why this provision was dropped from the bill, if AARP was so 
interested in foregoing profits in order to help its members. 

In addition to allowing AARP to continue imposing waiting periods 
on Medigap applicants, the law enacted in March 2010 also 
exempted AARP’s lucrative Medigap policies from several other 
new insurance regulations.44  At a December 2009 hearing,45 
AARP’s Board Chair claimed to have no idea that legislation that 
she and the AARP had previously endorsed included numerous 
exemptions for Medigap plans, including an exemption from the 
ban on pre-existing condition discrimination.46 

After the numerous Medigap-related exemptions included in the health care law were publicly exposed, 
AARP eventually endorsed legislative changes to end some of the exemptions.47  However, despite this public 
turn-around, AARP has yet to explain to the public why it allowed these exemptions to be enacted in the first 
place – if the organization is not motivated by its own financial interests, as it claims.  Moreover, the 
organization has not apologized to its members for failing to act and end pre-existing condition discrimination 
in Medigap plans two years ago, and the impact such failure has had on AARP’s own members. 

                                                
40 House Tri-Committee Health Reform Discussion Draft, June 19, 2009, 
http://democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/Press 111/20090619/healthcarereform discussiondraft.pdf, p. 358. 
41 Susan Jaffe, “Medigap Supplemental Coverage Can Be Too Pricey for Younger Medicare Beneficiaries,” Kaiser Health 
News March 7, 2011,  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/03/07/AR2011030703978.html. 
42 Congressional Budget Office, preliminary estimate of House Tri-Committee Health Reform Discussion Draft, July 7, 2009, 
http://democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/Press 111/20090708/cbomedicare.pdf, p. 4. 
43 Letter from AARP Chief Operating Officer Thomas Nelson to Rep. Dave Reichert, November 2, 2009, p. 4. 
44 Karl Rove, “ObamaCare Rewards Friends, Punishes Enemies,” Wall Street Journal January 6, 2011, 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704405704576063892468779556.html. 
45 House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health hearing, “Prescription Drug Price Inflation: Are Prices Rising Too 
Fast?” December 8, 2009, http://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings/hearingdetail.aspx?NewsID=7588. 
46 AARP Press Release, “AARP Endorses Affordable Health Care for America Act,” November 5, 2009, 
http://www.aarp.org/about-aarp/press-center/info-11-2009/affordable health care act endorsement.html. 
47 Letter to the Editor, Wall Street Journal, by AARP President Lee Hammond, January 11, 2011, http://www.aarp.org/about-
aarp/press-center/info-01-2011/aarp letter to theeditor.html.  
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MEMBERS REVOLT 
Documents released by a House Energy and Commerce Committee oversight investigation reveal just how 
strongly AARP members opposed their organization’s behavior during the health care debate three years 
ago.  The files show overwhelming opposition from AARP members to the legislation, based on summaries of 
AARP call center activity: 

July 23, 2009 – 77 members support; 1,031 oppose 

July 28, 2009 – 36 members support; 4,174 oppose 

July 29, 2009 – 23 members support; 2,656 oppose48 

On a single day (July 28, 2009) during the height of the debate, 
1,897 individuals cancelled their membership in AARP to protest its 
position on the health care bill.49 

The documents also reveal that AARP members were well aware 
of the organization’s financial conflicts, and believed that these 
conflicts were influencing AARP policy.  One member from 
Oklahoma called in and complained that: 

AARP has a conflict of interest between selling insurance 
and helping senior citizens.  Until it decides which one is 
more important, the $$$ or the people, it is deceiving old 
folks into thinking it works for their benefit.  Actually it 
works for the insurance companies [sic] benefit and 
interests, which is why it is so gung-ho on the health care 
reform bill….Not OK with me.50 

Members also complained about “perceived partisanship on 
AARP’s part” – and the documents reveal this to be an accurate 
concern.  In November 2009, a senior AARP executive wrote to the 
White House saying “we will try to keep a little space between us” 
on health care – because AARP’s “polling shows we are more 
influential when we are seen as independent, so we want to 
reinforce that positioning….The larger issue is how best to serve 
the cause.”51  In other words, the organization was attempting to 
protect its image by publicly deceiving its members – acting detached in public, even as AARP was frantically 
lobbying behind the scenes to ram the legislation through for the good of the liberal cause. 

                                                
48 House Energy and Commerce Committee, investigation into closed-door Obamacare negotiations, supplemental materials 
for June 8, 2012 memorandum, 
http://archives.republicans.energycommerce.house.gov/Media/file/PDFs/060812relevantdocsmemoIII.pdf, pp. 63-68. 
49 Ibid., p. 73. 
50 Ibid., p. 79. 
51 Ibid., p. 88. 
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AARP’S MISGUIDED POLITICAL FOCUS 
It is perhaps unsurprising that AARP would focus on “serv[ing] the cause” of liberalism, because many of its 
senior executives have strong liberal connections.  When the organization hired its current CEO, Barry Rand, 

one Capitol Hill publication noted that “New AARP Chief Gave Big to 
Obama.”52  Indeed, Mr. Rand has given tens of thousands of dollars 
in contributions to liberal Democrats over the years.53  Many other 
members of AARP’s executive team also have strong connections to 
liberal causes; the head of AARP’s government relations and 
advocacy program was a senior adviser in the Clinton 
Administration,54 while other AARP key executives have worked for 
Sen. Ted Kennedy,55 Rep. Geraldine Ferraro,56 and the National 
Wildlife Federation, a liberal environmental group.57 

The political philosophy of the organization’s leadership results in 
AARP mounting advocacy campaigns trumpeting liberal talking points that frequently have little basis in fact.  
For instance, in September 2011 AARP released an advertisement with seniors claiming that “I paid into my 
Medicare,” and decrying any efforts to “cut our benefits.”58  However, the ad did not acknowledge what an 
Urban Institute study makes clear: Most seniors receive more in Social Security and Medicare benefits than 
they paid in taxes during their lifetime.59  An Associated Press story based on the Urban Institute study – 
“What You Pay for Medicare Won’t Cover Your Costs” – was initially placed on aarp.org, but was later 
removed from the website, perhaps because its conclusions represent inconvenient truths to AARP.60 

Other ads run by the AARP during last year’s debt limit debate were also debunked as false and misleading.  
In June 2011, the Washington Post’s “Fact Checker” column awarded an AARP ad four “Pinocchios” for 
“perpetuat[ing] the worse stereotypes about how easy it would be to balance the budget.  At a time when the 
nation’s fiscal crisis – amid the looming retirement of the baby-boom generation – demands informed and 
reasoned debate, the AARP misinforms its members about the choices the nation faces.”61 

Of course, AARP has a financial interest in misinforming its members – because the organization derives much 
of its revenue from preserving the status quo.  In launching a “multi-million dollar” ad campaign featuring 

                                                
52 Jeffrey Young, “New AARP Chief Gave Big to Obama,” The Hill March 12, 2009, http://thehill.com/business-a-
lobbying/3963-new-aarp-chief-gave-big-to-obama.  
53 Ibid. 
54 “AARP Leadership Profile: Nancy LeaMond,” http://www.aarp.org/about-aarp/executive-team/info-
2009/Nancy Leamond.html.  
55 “AARP Leadership Profile: Debra Whitman,” http://www.aarp.org/about-aarp/executive-team/debra whitman/.  
56 “AARP Leadership Profile: Kevin Donnellan,” http://www.aarp.org/about-aarp/executive-team/info-
2009/Kevin Donnellan.html.  
57 “AARP Leadership Profile: Cindy Lewin,” http://www.aarp.org/about-aarp/executive-team/info-2010/cindy lewin.html.  
58 Michael Muskal, “AARP Ads: Hands Off Social Security and Medicare,” Los Angeles Times September 21, 2011, 
http://www.standard.net/stories/2011/09/21/aarp-ads-hands-social-security-and-medicare.  
59 Gene Steuerle and Stephanie Rennane, “Social Security and Medicare Taxes and Benefits Over a Lifetime,” Tax Policy 
Center, June 2011, http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/social-security-medicare-benefits-over-lifetime.pdf.  
60 While the Associated Press story from December 30, 2010 has been removed from the AARP website, it can still be found 
at http://www.cbsnews.com/2100-204 162-7197847.html.  
61 Glenn Kessler, “AARP’s Misleading Ad about Balancing the Budget,” Washington Post June 20, 2011, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/fact-checker/post/aarps-misleading-ad-about-balancing-the-
budget/2011/06/17/AGQKRsYH blog.html.  
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misleading claims, AARP made clear it wanted no changes to the existing Medicare benefit structure.62  As 
outlined above, changes to the Medicare benefit – such as Medigap reform – would cost AARP billions, while 
saving many seniors hundreds of dollars per year.  By blocking reforms that would dent its profits, AARP hurts 
seniors two ways – first, by preventing seniors from saving hundreds of dollars in Medigap premiums, and 
second, by leaving the Medicare program less solvent for future generations. 

DEMOCRATS ENCOURAGE AARP’S ABUSES 
Even as AARP racks up billions of dollars in insurance profits by overcharging seniors for Medigap plans, 
Democrats encourage these abuses by giving AARP special favors, and ignoring its questionable sales tactics.  
As noted above, the health care law exempted AARP’s lucrative Medigap insurance plans from the ban on 
pre-existing condition discrimination, thus allowing AARP to continue to impose waiting periods on individuals 
applying for coverage.  However, that’s not the only exemption that Medigap coverage received in the law; 
Medigap insurance was also exempted from: 

• The law’s $500,000 cap on executive compensation for insurance industry executives. 63  Thanks to this 
exemption, AARP can continue to pay its senior executives more than $1 million in annual 
compensation.64 

• The tax on insurance companies that will total more than $14 billion per year.65   Medigap insurance 
received this exemption even though AARP generates more money from insurance industry “royalty 
fees” than it received from membership dues, grant revenues, and private contributions combined.66  

• The requirement imposed on other health insurance plans to spend at least 85 percent of their 
premium dollars on medical claims.67  Medigap policies are currently held to a far less restrictive 65 
percent standard, and the difference can be used to fund higher profits to AARP paid out of the 
pockets of its senior citizen members.68 

In addition to these numerous exemptions for Medigap insurance provided in law, the Administration provided 
a further exemption for Medigap coverage during the rulemaking process.  The Department of Health and 
Human Services’ rule on insurance rate review exempted Medigap plans from further scrutiny of their 
premium increases.69  In arriving at this determination, HHS concluded that insurance plans like Medigap 
coverage “do not appear to be a principal focus of the Affordable Care Act” – meaning that because 
Medigap plans were exempted from the law’s other regulatory requirements, they should be exempted from 
rate review as well.70 

                                                
62 AARP Press Release, “AARP Launches New TV Ad Calling on Congress to Protect Medicare and Social Security from Harmful 
Cuts,” June 16, 2011, http://www.aarp.org/about-aarp/press-center/info-06-2011/aarp-launches-new-tv-ad-calling-on-
congress-to-protect-medicare-and-social-security-from-harmful-cuts.html.  
63 Section 9014 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) as amended, 
http://housedocs.house.gov/energycommerce/ppacacon.pdf, pp. 816-18.  
64 AARP Inc., 2010 Internal Revenue Service Form 990, pp. 8-9. 
65 PPACA, Section 9010(h)(3)(C) as amended, p. 815. 
66 AARP Inc., 2011 Consolidated Financial Statements,  p. 3. 
67 PPACA, Section 1001, p. 22. 
68 Section 1882(r)(1) of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. 1395ss(r)(1). 
69 Department of Health and Human Services, Rate Increase Disclosure and Review, Final Rule, Federal Register May 23, 2011, 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-05-23/pdf/2011-12631.pdf, pp. 29966-67, 29985. 
70 Department of Health and Human Services, Rate Increase Disclosure and Review, Proposed Rule, Federal Register 23 
December 2010, http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2010-12-23/pdf/2010-32143.pdf, pp. 81007, 81009, 81026. 
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OBAMA ADMINISTRATION HYPOCRISY 
The frequent exemptions given to Medigap insurance – a product line where AARP holds the largest market 
share – directly contradict the claims made by Democrats about the 2,700 page health care law.  For 
instance, Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius’ official biography claims 
that she “is implementing reforms that end many of the insurance industry’s worst abuses.”71  However, with 
respect to Medigap insurance, that claim is entirely false.  Because Medigap plans were exempted from the 

law’s new requirements, organizations like AARP can continue to 
discriminate against applicants with pre-existing conditions, and 
overcharge seniors in order to generate greater profits. 

Even as the Obama Administration fails to acknowledge that the 
health care law exempts Medigap insurance from all of its new 
requirements, it has attacked conservatives’ Medicare reform 
proposals for granting too much power to insurers.  In her speech to 
the 2012 Democratic National Convention, Secretary Sebelius 
criticized Republicans for “let[ting] insurance companies continue to 
cherry-pick who gets coverage and who gets left out, priced out, or 
locked out of the market.”72  And in his speech to the same 
convention, President Obama said that “no American should have to 
spend their golden years at the mercy of insurance companies.”73  
Given that the legislation President Obama signed into law exempted 
Medigap coverage for seniors from virtually all of its new regulatory 
requirements, it is more than a little hypocritical for his Administration 
to criticize others for leaving seniors to the mercy of insurers. 

The Administration has yet to answer a basic question at the heart of 
the numerous exemptions granted to Medigap insurers in their 2,700 

page health care law: If the law’s protections are so good, then why 
are seniors left out of its supposed benefits when it comes to their supplemental insurance?  Unfortunately, the 
answer could be that AARP has been unwilling to forfeit its profits, and so the Obama Administration has 
looked the other way as the organization continues to take advantage of seniors.   

KATHLEEN SEBELIUS: WATCHDOG OR LAPDOG? 
Even as it has been willing to politically strong-arm insurance companies with whom it disagrees, the Obama 
Administration’s Department of Health and Human Services has failed to confront AARP about its questionable 
business practices.  In March 2010, as the Administration was gearing up to ram through its health care law, 
Secretary Sebelius asked other insurers to “give up some short-term profits” for the nation’s good.74  At the 

                                                
71 Official HHS Biography of Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/biography/index.html.  
72 Remarks by HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius at the Democratic National Convention, September 4, 2012, 
http://dyn.politico.com/printstory.cfm?uuid=CB187143-9624-3760-BC9CC2DBE9C60BD7.  
73 Remarks by the President at the Democratic National Convention, September 6, 2012, http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-
press-office/2012/09/07/remarks-president-democratic-national-convention.  
74 Jane Norman, “Sebelius Urges Health Care Insurers to Trim Their Profits,” CQ HealthBeat March 10, 2010, 
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/Newsletters/Washington-Health-Policy-in-Review/2010/Mar/March-15-2010/Sebelius-
Urges-Health-Insurers-to-Trim-Their-Profits.aspx.  

 
“At a time when the 
nation’s fiscal 
crisis…demands 
informed and 
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faces.” –Washington 
Post “Fact Checker” 
column 
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time, estimates by Fortune magazine indicated that health insurer profits averaged about 2.2 percent.75  Yet 
Secretary Sebelius made no such request of AARP to give up some of its revenues – even though its Medigap 
profit margin was 4.95 percent, more than double that of the insurance industry as a whole. 

Shortly after the health law passed, Secretary Sebelius undertook a publicity campaign to “encourage” 
insurance companies to ban rescissions and extend coverage to young adults under age 26 earlier than was 
required under the law.  While the Secretary made very public efforts to have insurance companies 
“abandon…efforts to rescind health insurance coverage from patients who need it most,” she made no 
attempt to encourage AARP and other Medigap insurers to stop discriminating against applicants with pre-
existing conditions.76  At an implementation briefing to Congress shortly after the law passed, Senate 
Republican staff asked HHS officials why the Department was asking other insurers voluntarily to change their 
business practices, but was not asking AARP to stop discriminating against Medigap applicants.  While Jeanne 
Lambrew, head of the Department’s Office of Health Reform, promised to look into the matter, the 
Department never took action. 

Rather than ask AARP to reform its business practices, Secretary Sebelius instead has blindly offered the 
organization praise.  In an October 2010 speech to the AARP convention, she hailed the organization as “the 
gold standard in cutting through spin and complexity to give people the accurate information they need to 
make the best choices.”77  Even though AARP has a strong financial conflict-of-interest in its Medigap insurance 
– because the organization earns more profit when seniors pay more in premiums – Secretary Sebelius still 
claimed that AARP constituted “the gold standard” in giving “accurate information.” 

Secretary Sebelius Says AARP Unbiased; Former AARP Employee Disagrees 
 
“[AARP] is the gold standard in cutting through the spin and complexity to give people 
accurate information they need to make the best choices.” –Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Kathleen Sebelius, in an October 2010 speech to the AARP  
 
“There’s an inherent conflict of interest…[AARP is] becoming very dependent on sources 
of income.” –Former AARP executive Mariyn Moon, quoted in Bloomberg. 
 

The National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) has previously expressed strong concerns about 
the percentage-based compensation model under which AARP receives much of its revenue.  In fact, Section 
18 of NAIC’s Producer Model Licensing Act recommends that states require explicit disclosure by insurers, and 
clear written acknowledgement by consumers, of any percentage-based compensation arrangement, due to 
the potential for abuse.  As a former insurance commissioner, Secretary Sebelius should be well aware of the 
financial conflicts inherent when an organization like AARP receives a percentage of every Medigap dollar 
paid by seniors.  Yet the Secretary apparently ignored these concerns, and went on to praise AARP as a 
source of impartial advice, even though even former AARP executives have criticized the organization as 
hopelessly compromised by financial conflicts-of-interest. 
                                                
75 “Top Industries: Most Profitable,” 2009 Fortune 500, 
http://money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune/fortune500/2009/performers/industries/profits/.  
76 HHS Press Release, “HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius Urges Wellpoint to Immediately Stop Dropping Coverage for 
Women with Breast Cancer,” April 23, 2010, http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/04/20100423a.html.  
77 Remarks of HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius at AARP Orlando@50+ Conference, October 1, 2010, 
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20101001.html.  
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In her time heading HHS, Secretary Sebelius has undertaken clearly political actions, including those that 
violated the law.  Just last week, the Office of the Special Counsel publicly released a report concluding that 
the Secretary engaged in political activity that violated the Hatch Act prohibitions on federal officials 
campaigning for partisan political causes.78  It is therefore quite reasonable to ask whether Secretary 
Sebelius has also engaged in a pattern of politically-motivated selective enforcement – attacking other 
insurers when convenient, but failing to examine AARP’s questionable business practices, because AARP 
supports the President’s liberal causes. 

As noted above, AARP executives e-mailed the White House 
in November 2009 stating that “the larger issue is how best 
to serve the cause.”  It would thus appear that both AARP and 
the Administration recognize their political interests are 
aligned.  Certainly the Administration’s actions – exemptions 
for Medigap coverage included both in statute and in 
rulemaking; attacks on insurers with smaller profit margins 
than AARP; failure to criticize AARP’s percentage-based 
compensation model – are consistent with a governing 
philosophy that permits AARP to engage in questionable and 
abusive behavior towards seniors, so long as AARP funnels the 
profits from said behavior back into supporting the 
Administration’s liberal causes. 

In April 2010, Secretary Sebelius wrote to insurers to stop rescinding insurance policies earlier than required 
under the law, encouraging them “not to wait until the fall to do the right thing.”79  America’s seniors have 
been waiting for years for Secretary Sebelius, and the entire Obama Administration, to do the right thing – to 
apply the law fairly, without regard to political persuasion.  Unfortunately, the facts suggest that the 
Administration has knowingly looked the other way, and failed to take on AARP over its business practices – 
because political advantage outweighs the need for impartial enforcement, or extending the supposed 
benefits of the health care law to senior citizens. 

CONCLUSION 
Though it purports to be a seniors advocacy organization, AARP functions in many respects as an insurance 
conglomerate with a liberal lobbying arm on the side.  Independent experts and even former AARP 
executives have admitted that the organization’s billions of dollars raised from its business enterprises – most 
notably the sale of health insurance plans – have compromised the organization’s mission and independence.  
As one consultant put it: “Either you’re a voice for the elderly or you’re an insurance company – choose one.”80 

As this report has demonstrated, AARP has acted against its members’ interest, but in its own financial 
interests, on several occasions during the major health care debates of the past several years.  First AARP 
endorsed a health care law that gave its most lucrative product offering – Medigap insurance – a major 
opportunity to solicit new members, exempted those Medigap plans from the law’s regulatory regime, and 

                                                
78 Office of Special Counsel, File No. HA-12-1989 (Kathleen G. Sebelius), September 12, 2012, 
http://www.osc.gov/documents/hatchact/Hatch%20Act%20Report%20on%20HHS%20Secretary%20Kathleen%20Sebelius.
pdf.  
79 HHS News Release, “Momentum Building on Sebelius’ Challenge to Insurers to Ban Rescission Before Law Takes Effect in 
September,” April 28, 2010, http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/04/20100428a.html.  
80 Cited in Dan Eggen, “AARP: Reform Advocate and Insurance Salesman,” Washington Post October 27, 2009,  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/10/26/AR2009102603392 pf.html.  
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allowed AARP to continue imposing waiting periods on the sickest seniors looking to buy Medigap coverage.  
More recently, AARP has engaged in a covert lobbying campaign designed to kill Medigap reforms that 
would benefit nearly four in five policy-holders and improve Medicare’s solvency – but could cost AARP 
billions. 

This year, AARP has embarked upon a “You’ve Earned a Say” campaign, purportedly designed to solicit 
members’ opinions on ways to reduce the deficit.  However, the organization has yet to solicit members’ 
viewpoints about its own actions.  For instance: 

1. How many members know that senior AARP executives have received over $1 million in compensation 
from the organization – and that 543 individuals received over $100,000 in compensation last year? 

2. How many members know that AARP has generated over $2 billion in revenue from selling health 
insurance plans in the past five years? 

3. How many members know that AARP imposes waiting periods on Medigap applicants with pre-
existing conditions – and stood idly by as provisions to eliminate Medigap pre-existing condition 
discrimination were stricken from the health care law? 

4. How many members know that nearly four in five Medigap plan holders would financially benefit 
from reforms, to the tune of several hundred dollars per year? 

5. How many members know that Medigap reforms that would help seniors could cost AARP billions of 
dollars in lost revenue? 

 

At the very least, AARP should be up-front and honest with its members about the massive financial stake it 
has in this debate.  Better yet, the organization should start thinking less about its bottom line and more about 
its members, and endorse reforms that will help the vast majority of Medigap policy-holders.  

 

 



From: Dustin Huffman
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); White, Brandi

(McConnell); Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: 7/30 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, July 30, 2012 10:05:25 AM

All,
 
Please see Will’s report below:
 
Hello all - -
 
Sorry to miss this morning’s call, which seemed to conclude in record time.
 
It’s the last week in August and here is what is on the schedule in the House:
 
- Tax Week: the House will consider two tax bills this week.  The first (HR 8) will extend current rates
for a year, preventing a massive tax hike proposed by the President that will cause 700K people to
lose their jobs.  When we consider that bill, we intend to allow the Democrats to offer a substitute
which will be the President’s plan (which, again, will kill 700K jobs).  Also absent from the Democrat
alternative will be any extension of the estate tax or any extension of the payroll tax relief.
 
The second tax bill (HR 6169) will set the stage for fundamental tax reform in the next Congress,
providing for expedited consideration and benchmarks for what fundamental tax reform will look
like.
 
- Farm Bill: currently, we expect the House to take up a one-year extension of farm programs
coupled with a relief package for livestock, possibly on Wednesday.
 
- PNTR: nothing will happen this week, and thus nothing will happen prior to the August recess.
 
- Sequestration: House Armed Services will have a hearing on Wednesday morning with
Administration officials from OMB and DOD to discuss how sequestration would be implemented. 
This hearing will provide a good opportunity for any messaging on this issue, both making Governors
positions known prior to the hearing and reacting to OMB/DOD testimony after the hearing.  I know
Governor McDonnell and others have been raising sequestration in the media on a regular basis.
 
As always, feel free to let me know if there are any questions.
 
Will
 
 
Dustin Huffman
Policy Aide 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006



Office: (202) 662-4927
Cell: 

 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Sunday, July 29, 2012 10:47 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier
(McConnell); White, Brandi (McConnell); Katie Altshuler; andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
Subject: 7/30 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/30 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure Policy
Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information to come.

 
REGISTER: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell’s K-12 Education
Reform Summit: Investing in Students Today, Creating the Workforce of
Tomorrow to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond, Virginia. Governors and
their senior education advisors are invited to attend. Registration and
accommodations with be complimentary for two senior education advisors per
state, additionally funds will be available to aid in travel expenses. For further
information, please contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event
registration is available, here.  

 
b)    Healthcare Call:  Tentative:  MOE and Essential Benefits call Tuesday, July

31 at 5 EDT. Look for separate email to be sent.
 

c)       Final governors sign on letters (not RGPPC letters): Attached: PNTR and
Marketplace Fairness Act     
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 



 
1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final phase of edits

being conducted. Launch date TBD
2.       Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared

by the committee. Economic Development and Infrastructure Symposium
Sept 23-24

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform

as well as unemployment data.
 

e)     Please Complete Surveys
 

1.       PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and
House Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s
Office on the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources
on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE Regs Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Katie(OK)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               



From: Travis Brauer
To: Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry
Subject: RE: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:47:00 AM

Ya, I’m on it.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Travis Brauer; Craig Perry
Subject: Fwd: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
 
Can one of u get on this call and take notes? Specifically on te healthcare stuff. Thank you!

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson >
Date: July 8, 2012 19:26:10 CDT
To: Marie Sanderson < >
Cc: Lindsay Russell , Seth Levey >, Dustin
Huffman >, Deborah Hohlt , "Kinzel, Will"
<Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov>, "Swann, Lanier (McConnell)"
<Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "White, Brandi (McConnell)"
<Brandi White@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov"
<lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>
Subject: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/9 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)      EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure
Policy Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information



to come.
 

REGISTER TODAY: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell will announce on Monday the Governor’s K-12 Education
Reform Summit: Investing in Students Today, Creating the
Workforce of Tomorrow to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond,
Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are invited to
attend. Registration and accommodations with be complimentary for
two senior education advisors per state, additionally funds will be
available to aid in travel expenses. For further information, please
contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event registration is
available, here.  

 
b)      Healthcare Communication- Messaging heading into NGA. RGPPC

will be providing talking points like we did for Winter Meeting.
PPACA SCOTUS Letter to President as discussed on the governors’
only call to be forwarded this week.  Please help us update your
state PPACA cost estimates on the attached document: 2012-05-05
Cost to States.  Please email Lindsay: LRussell@rgppc.org.

 
c)      HHS Notice for an Establishment Grant under their latest Funding

Opportunity Announcement that the deadline – August 15, 2012 –
FAQs for this Announcement: 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/factsheets/hie-est-grant-faq-
06292012.html. Some states are curious regarding which states are
applying.    
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.      Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final
phase of edits being conducted. Launch date TBD

2.      Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.      Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale

meeting.
4.      Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are

being prepared by the committee. Economic Development and
Infrastructure Symposium Sept 23-24

5.      Federalism: To resume late summer
6.      Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension

and tax reform.
 

e)      Senator Lieberman’s Cyber Security Bill:  Sean Miles (Fl) (see
attachment)



 
f)       Please Complete Surveys

 
1.      PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate

Finance and House Energy and Commerce to push back
on a White House report indicating that some R states,
which are moving forward with some form of a
healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey
is meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.      Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the
Speaker’s Office on the most burdensome regs and House
Natural Resources on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for
data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
FYI- See a summary where each states stands pasted below—RGPPC
did not author this update.
FYI- See attachment from the Congressional Research Service on
Healthcare Exchanges
 
 
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/07/05/Where-each-state-stands-of-
the-Medicaid-expansion

WHERE EACH STATE STANDS
ON ACA'S MEDICAID
EXPANSION
A roundup of what each state's leadership has said about their



Medicaid plans

July 05, 2012

Last updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.

The Supreme Court's ruling on the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) allows states to opt out of the law's Medicaid
expansion, leaving each state's decision to participate in the
hands of the nation's governors and state leaders.

Based on lawmakers' statements, press releases, and media
coverage, the Daily Briefing and American Health Line
editorial teams have rounded up where each state currently
stands on the expansion.

Learn more about the Court's ruling,
discuss takeaways with our experts, and model
the impact on your organization.

The following information was last updated on July 5 at 10:30
a.m. ET. We will continue to update this map and list as more
information becomes available. Send us news, tips, and
feedback by commenting below or emailing
dailybriefing@advisory.com.



 *Italics indicate a state's participation in the multistate
lawsuit against ACA

Will not participate (5 states)

Florida: Gov. Rick Scott (R) said, “Florida will opt out
of spending approximately $1.9 billion more taxpayer
dollars required to implement a massive entitlement
expansion of the Medicaid program.” In addition, the
governor said the state will not establish an insurance
exchange (Pear, New York Times, 7/2).
Louisiana: In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,”
Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) said, “Every governor’s got two
critical decisions to make. One is do we set up these
exchanges. And, secondly, do we expand Medicaid. And,
no, in Louisiana, we’re not doing either one of those
things” (Barrow, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 7/2).
Mississippi: Gov. Phil Bryant (R) does not plan to
participate in the Medicaid expansion, according to
Bryant spokesperson Mick Bullock, Bloomberg reports
(Niquette/Wayne, Bloomberg, 7/5).
South Carolina: Gov. Nikki Haley (R) on Sunday



announced via Facebook that South Carolina “will NOT
expand Medicaid, or participate in any health exchanges”
(Hawkins, TheDigitalCharleston, 7/2; Dudley,
Charleston Post and Courier, 6/29).
Wisconsin: Gov. Scott Walker (R) issued a statement
following Thursday’s ruling saying that “Wisconsin will
not take any action to implement ObamaCare” (Office of
Gov. Walker release, 6/28; Radnofsky et al., Wall Street
Journal, 7/2).

Leaning toward not participating (6 states)

Iowa: Gov. Terry Branstad (R) announced at a Des
Moines news conference that while his staff is still
assessing the Supreme Court ruling on theACA, he
expects to forgo the federal funding that would allow an
estimated 150,000 low-income Iowans to enroll in the
state Medicaid program. Branstad said, “Here’s the
problem: The federal government has done this again
and again: ‘Buy into our program, and we’re going to do
all these things for you,’ and then it doesn’t happen, and
then the taxpayers of the state get stuck with it,”
Branstad said on Monday (Totland, Washington Times,
7/2; Wiser, Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier, 7/3).
Missouri: Moments after the ruling, Republican leaders
in Missouri “closed the door... on expanding Medicaid
eligibility,” the Associated Press reports. Republican Lt.
Gov. Peter Kinder said the Medicaid expansion would be
“a break-the-bank provision for the state of Missouri.”
House Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey (R), said, “I
just don’t see any way we will be expanding Medicaid at
the expense of things like education and public safety.”
By rejecting Medicaid expansion the state would be
“turning down an estimated $8.4 billion windfall from
the federal government” but could save up to “$431
million of its own” (Blank, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28; Crisp, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 7/1).
Nebraska: Gov. Dave Heineman (R) on June 28
pledged to block any effort to expanded Nebraska’s
Medicaid program, telling reporters that an expansion



would remove money from other priorities or require a
tax increase, AP/BloombergBusinessweek reports. In a
statement on his website, Heineman said, “As I have said
repeatedly, if this unfunded Medicaid expansion is
implemented, state aid to education and funding for the
University of Nebraska will be cut or taxes will be
increased. If some state senators want to increase taxes
or cut education funding, I will oppose them.” However,
the governor noted that the Supreme Court’s decision on
Medicaid was unexpected, adding, “Again, I want to
emphasize that reviewing this decision in a detailed,
thoughtful and responsible manner will take time before
a complete determination can be made on what this
ruling means for Nebraska” (Schulte,
AP/BloombergBusinessWeek, 6/29; Heineman
statement, 6/28).
Nevada:  After the Supreme Court ruling, Gov. Brian
Sandoval (R) said the impact of the decision on was not
immediately clear but indicated that he is leaning toward
not expanding the state’s Medicaid program. Sandoval’s
press secretary, Mary-Sarah Kinner, said in a statement,
“The governor does not intend to automatically accept
the Medicaid expansion” (Haynes et al., Las Vegas
Review-Journal, 6/28).
New Jersey: on Fox News’ “Fox and Friends” on July 3,
Gov. Chris Christie (R) said he is leaning toward not
accepting federal funding to expand the state’s Medicaid
program. He noted, “Medicaid is pretty well expanded in
our state already because of the legacy of previous
Democratic governors. So I don’t know if there’s a lot
more to do in New Jersey in that regard” (“Fox News
Insider,” Fox News, 7/3; San Francisco Chronicle, 7/3;
Friedman, Newark Star-Ledger, 7/3).
Texas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Lucy Nashed—deputy press secretary for
Gov. Rick Perry (R)—said Perry will be working with
Attorney General Greg Abbott (R) "and appropriate state
agencies to determine the impact of the Supreme Court
decision on the state of Texas," adding that "the governor



has previously made clear, he has no interest in fast
tracking any portion of this bankrupting and
overreaching legislation. We will continue to call for the
full repeal of the bill" (Nashed email, 7/5). [updated on
July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]

Leaning toward participating (3 states)

Arkansas: Gov. Mike Beebe (D) said he is inclined to
proceed with Medicaid expansion for his state given the
“opportunity to pay for it with taxes that are coming
from … the federal government,” he said at a news
conference in Washington, D.C. “I don’t want to send
[tax money] to Massachusetts or California and ignore
our own people,” he added (Lyon, Arkansas News, 7/2).
Oregon: Gov. John Kitzhaber (D) said he is confident
that the Oregon legislature will approve a state Medicaid
expansion, and State Sen. Alan Bates (D) has expressed
similar confidence, the Associated Press reports. In an
interview last week, Kitzhaber said, “We’ll make a
decision on whether or not to expand the Medicaid
program really based on, I think, the resources we have
available in the general fund for that purpose going
forward” (Budnick, The Oregonian, 7/3; Wong,
Statesman Journal, 6/28; Cooper, AP/Real Clear
Politics, 6/28).
Rhode Island: In statement on his website, Gov.
Lincoln Chaffee (I) said, “I have fully committed to
ensuring Rhode Island is a national leader in
implementing health reform whatever the Supreme Court
decision, and this just reinforces that commitment.”
According to Steven Costantino, the state’s secretary of
health and human services, “The expansion is easy to do
and makes sense” (Chaffee statement, 6/28; Radnofsky
et al., Wall Street Journal, 7/2).

Participating (10 states and District of Columbia)

California: California got a head start on expanding its
Medicaid program in November 2010, shortly after



Obama signed the Affordable Care Act into law. After the
high court’s ruling, Gov. Jerry Brown (D) issued a
statement, “Today’s dramatic Supreme Court ruling
removes the last roadblock to fulfilling President
Obama’s historic plan to bring health care to millions of
uninsured citizens.” Duane Dauner, president of the
California Hospital Association, said in separate
statement that he expects “California will comply with
the Medicaid expansion in the law, even though it will
increase the state’s costs in future years” (Office of Gov.
Brown release, 6/28; California Hospital Association
release, 7/3).
Connecticut: Gov. Dannel Malloy (D) was among the
first to sign his state up for Medicaid expansion when
Obama signed the law in 2010. Following the Supreme
Court’s ruling preserving the legislation, he responded,
“it’s great … [and a] very important decision for the
people of Connecticut. 500,000 people would have lost
coverage if Republicans had their way” (Davis, WTNH,
7/28).
Delaware: Gov. Jack Markell—chair of the Democratic
Governors Association—said in a statement, “The
Supreme Court’s ruling enables Delaware to continue to
implement provisions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act to provide access to health care
benefits for Delawareans,” adding, “On the Medicaid
front, Delaware already voluntarily expanded the state’s
Medicaid coverage program in 1996 to cover many
Delawareans not previously covered” (Office of Gov.
Markell release, 6/28).
District of Columbia: “The District is not at risk of
losing any Medicaid funding as a result of this ruling,
because District officials have already begun
implementation of the ACA’s Medicaid-expansion
provisions and will continue to implement the
expansion,” according to a statement from the office of
D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray (D) (Executive Office of the
Mayor release, 6/28).
Hawaii: Gov. Neil Abercrombie (D) said in a statement



after the ruling, “The Affordable Care Act is our ally” in
the effort to “support a healthcare system that ensures
high quality, safety and sustainable costs.” Pat
McManaman, the state’s director of the Department of
Human Services, said starting next month Hawaii’s
Medicaid eligibility requirements will be in line with
federal guidelines under the overhaul, meaning an
additional 24,000 people will be eligible for the program
by 2014 (Office of Gov. Abercrombie release, 6/28;
Garcia, AP/CBS News, 6/29).
Illinois: Gov. Pat Quinn (D) on Thursday praised the
court’s decision and said he “will continue to work with
President Obama to help working families get the
healthcare coverage they need,” including expanding
Medicaid (Office of the Governor release, 6/28;
Thomason, Rock River Times, 7/3).
Maryland: Gov. Martin O’Malley (D) in a statement
said the Supreme Court’s decision “gives considerable
momentum to our health care reform efforts here in
Maryland,” adding that the state will move forward to
implement the overhaul (Office of the Governor release,
6/28).
Massachusetts: Gov. Deval Patrick (D) said
Massachusetts is “an early expansion state as you know
and we’re expecting further resources from federal
government to sustain the experiment here in
Massachusetts.” Patrick said the ruling is “good news for
us” Patrick said (Walker, YNN, 6/28).
Minnesota: “Today’s ruling will be met with relief by
the Minnesotans whose lives have already been improved
by this law,” Gov. Mark Dayton (D) said in a statement
on Thursday. Dayton in 2011 used federal money to
expand Medicaid early to 84,000 adults with annual
incomes below $8,400 (Lohn, AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Vermont: Gov. Peter Shumlin (D) said Vermont’s
Medicaid program already meets the requirements under
the health reform law’s Medicaid expansion, WCAX
reports (Steimle, WCAX, 7/1).



Washington: Gov. Chris Gregoire (D) "supports the
Medicaid expansion—and Washington will move
forward," Karina Shagren—a deputy communications
director in Gregoire’s  administration—said in an email
to American Health Line (Shagren email, 7/5). [updated
on July 5 at 1:35 p.m.]

Undecided/no comment (26 states)

Alabama: As of June 29, Gov. Robert Bentley (R) had
not decided whether Alabama will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion, according to Jennifer Ardis,
Bentley’s press secretary, AP/CBS News reports. In a
statement on his website, Bentley said, “I am deeply
disappointed by today’s Supreme Court decision,” but he
did not address the court’s ruling on the Medicaid
expansion (AP/CBS News, 6/29; Bentley statement,
6/28).
Alaska: As of Tuesday, Gov. Sean Parnell (R) has not
made a statement regarding Alaska’s intent to participate
in the Medicaid expansion, only saying in a release that
“now with no penalty we need to rethink what we’re
going to do with Medicaid” and the “expansion costs that
are mandated” (Office of Gov. Parnell release, 6/28;
Coyne, Alaska Dispatch, 7/1).
Arizona: Gov. Jan Brewer (R) in a statement following
the Supreme Court ruling repeated her call for the entire
law to be repealed but did not directly address the
expansion. House Speaker Andy Tobin (R), however,
said budgetary issues in the state and a conservative
political climate will make expanding Medicaid difficult.
“We’re going to have to sit down and weigh carefully
what is reasonable to expect of our political leaders,” he
said. “I don’t see us going along with the expansion if it’s
not mandated,” Tobin added. “It’s an ever-expanding
cost, so it continues to put pressure on the state budget
when we’re barely recovering as it is” (Brewer statement,
6/28; Reinhart, Arizona Central, 6/28; Young,
Huffington Post, 7/2).
Colorado: Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) at a press



conference on June 28 gave only a lukewarm nod to the
Medicaid expansion. He said, “Well, we’ll see. We’re
certainly looking at that. We’re probably a little bit
premature, but we’re certainly looking at it and trying to
figure out a way we can do that and still live within our
means” (McCrimmon, Health Policy Solutions, 7/2;
AP/CBS’ “Moneywatch,” 6/29).
Georgia: As of July 2, Gov. Nathan Deal (R) had not yet
decided whether Georgia would opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Chattanooga Times Free Press reports.
Over 10 years, the expansion is projected to cost Georgia
about $4.5 billion, “money we don’t have,” Deal
spokesperson Brian Robinson said (Sher, Chattanooga
Times Free Press, 7/2).
Idaho: Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter (R) this week did not
indicate his preference on whether Idaho would widen
Medicaid coverage (AP/KTVB, 7/1; Messick, StateImpact
Idaho, 6/29).
Indiana:  In a press release Gov. Mitch Daniels (R)
said, “Any decision to expand Medicaid in 2014 is
entirely the province of the next General Assembly and
governor.” On Thursday Daniels told reporters “If it’s
optional as I’m advised that it is, that’ll be a decision for
future legislators to make” (Office of Gov. Daniels
release, 6/29; AP/Lafayette Journal and Courier, 7/2;
“Moneywatch,” AP/CBS News, 6/29; Wilson, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Kansas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Sherriene Jones-Sontag—communications
director and press secretary for Gov. Sam Brownback (R)
—said Brownback believes "this is now a political issue
that will be resolved by the American people in the
November elections" and "he will wait until after the
November elections before making any decisions related
to ObamaCare." [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]
Kentucky: Gov. Steve Beshear (D) on June 28 said, “We
continue to review the Supreme Court’s opinion,
particularly on the Medicaid portion of the Affordable
Care Act to determine what our options may be.” He also



noted that he soon would issue an executive order to
create a health insurance exchange (Office of Gov.
Beshear release, 6/28; AP/Evansville Courier & Press,
6/28).
Maine: Gov. Paul LePage (R) said in a statement on
June 28, “It is a sad day, and it is now up to the
American people to demand full repeal of Obamacare.”
The governor did not directly address the Medicaid
expansion in his statement. The state Legislature and
LePage approved reductions in Medicaid spending earlier
this year, and Maine Department of Health and Human
Services Commissioner Mary Mayhew said the state “will
follow federal procedures and submit state plan
amendments within the coming weeks that will outline
the Medicaid reductions that were enacted by the Maine
Legislature” (Office of Gov. LePage release, 6/28; Farwel,
Bangor Daily News/Lewiston Sun Journal, 6/29).
Michigan: As of July 1, Gov. Rick Snyder (R) had not
decided to whether Michigan will opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Lansing State Journal reports. Snyder
spokesperson Sara Wurfel said the administration wants
to examine the cost of the expansion to assess the “best
course of action” for the state. Meanwhile, Republican
lawmakers, who control both chambers of the state
legislature, have not committed to the expansion (Davis,
Lansing State Journal, 7/1).
Montana: Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer (D), through
a spokeswoman, declined to comment on the court’s
decision. Schweitzer expressed deep reservations about
the Medicaid expansion and effect on Montana’s budget.
“Here’s what I know,” Schweitzer in February 2011 said,
“that unless we challenge the underlying costs of health
care … it will bankrupt the states because there’s no way
of decreasing the cost of health care under the current
system” (Dennison, Gazette State Bureau, 6/28; Drake,
Montana Watchdog, 7/2).
New Hampshire: As of July 1, Gov. John Lynch (D)—
who in the past has voiced concern over how the
government would pay for the Medicaid expansion—had



made no statement on whether New Hampshire would
opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the Nashua
Telegraph reports. In a June 28 statement on his
website, Lynch noted that the state has “been preparing
to implement the Affordable Care Act and will continue
doing so in a way that best fits New Hampshire”
(Landrigan, Nashua Telegraph, 7/1; Lynch statement,
6/28).
New Mexico: Gov. Susana Martinez (R) has not
decided whether the state will expand Medicaid,
according to spokesperson Scott Darnell. He said, “The
governor is reviewing today’s Supreme Court decision
and will proceed in a manner that best protects the safety
net for the most vulnerable New Mexicans in a
responsible and sustainable manner” (Massey, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
New York: As of July 2, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) had
not made a statement on whether New York would
participate in the Medicaid expansion. In a release last
week, the governor said, “I am pleased the Supreme
Court upheld this law,” adding that he looked forward to
working with the “Obama administration to ensure
accessible, quality care for all New Yorkers (Office of
Gov. Cuomo release, 6/28; The Journal News, 6/29;
Caruso, San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
North Carolina: As of July 3, Gov. Beverly Perdue (D)
had not made any public statement about her state’s
participation in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s decision,
Perdue said she is “committed to continuing to move
forward … to ensure that all North Carolinians have
affordable, reliable health coverage.” Meanwhile, a
spokesperson for Perdue said the governor has been in
contact with HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius about the
Medicaid expansion and will review the Supreme Court’s
ruling to determine how it might affect North Carolina
(Office of Gov. Perdue release, 6/28; Dalesio, CBS News,
6/28; Jarvis/Bonner, Winston-Salem Journal, 6/29).
North Dakota: As of Tuesday, Gov. Jack Dalrymple (R)



had not made a statement about his state’s intent to
participate in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s ruling,
Dalrymple said the health reform law “is wrong for North
Dakota,” adding that its “citizens want the freedom to
make their own decisions about their health-care
coverage.” Dalrymple has said that his staff is analyzing
the court’s ruling, but it is unclear whether the state will
participate in the Medicaid (Office of Gov. Dalrymple
release, 6/28; MacPherson, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28).
Ohio: Gov. John Kasich (R) on Monday said he has not
decided whether his state will participate in the Medicaid
expansion and he does not plan to set a “deadline” to
make his decision. The head of the state’s Office of
Health Transformation also said the state must first
determine how to cover the additional Medicaid costs the
state would incur even if the state does not participate in
the expansion. In a statement on the Supreme Court’s
ruling, Kasich said, “We are very concerned that a
sudden, dramatic increase in Medicaid spending could
threaten Ohio’s ability to pursue needed reforms in other
areas” (Office of Gov. Kasich release, 6/28; Tribble,
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 7/2; Columbus Business First,
7/3; Candisky, Columbus Dispatch, 7/3).
Oklahoma: Gov. Mary Fallin (R) has not yet decided
whether Oklahoma will opt of the Medicaid expansion,
Tulsa World reports. Fallin said, “Certainly I am hoping
that we’ll elect a new president and we’ll be able to
change faces … in the (Democratic-controlled) U.S.
Senate that we can once and for all overturn the federal
health care bill” (McNutt, The Oklahoman, 6/29; Greene,
Tulsa World, 7/3; McGuigan, Tulsa Today, 7/2).
Pennsylvania: Gov. Tom Corbett (R) has not yet
announced whether Pennsylvania will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. He said in a statement, “I think we
can all agree there are Pennsylvanians who need our
help. However, expanding government bureaucracy,
government programs and government spending is not



the answer” (Office of the Gov. Corbett release, 6/28,
LoBasso, “PhillyNow,” Philadelphia Weekly, 7/3).
South Dakota: South Dakota: In an email responding
to a query by American Health Line, Joe Kafka—press
secretary in Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s (R) administration
—said Daugaard “has made no decision on [the]
Medicaid expansion, which will be costly for South
Dakota, and he won’t make any decision on it until after
the election” (Kafka email, 7/5). [updated on July 6 at
9:30 a.m.]
Tennessee: As of July 2, Gov. Bill Haslam (R) had not
yet decided whether Tennessee would opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. After the Supreme Court ruling,
Haslam told reporters, “We don’t really know what we’re
going to do … but the cost impact to the state is very
significant” (Sher, Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/2).
Utah: Gov. Gary Herbert (R) said is administration is
conducting a thorough legal and policy review of the
Supreme Court ruling, but he did not comment on
whether the state would expand its Medicaid program
(Stewart, Salt Lake Tribune, 6/29; AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Virginia: Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) has made statements
indicating that he is against the Medicaid expansion, but
has declined at this point to comment definitively on
whether Virginia will opt out of it. McDonnell said he
will review the state’s options in the upcoming weeks
(Martz, Richmond Times-Dispatch, 7/1; Millman,
Politico, 6/29).
West Virginia: Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) has not yet
announced whether West Virginia will proceed with the
Medicaid expansion. In a statement, Tomblin said, “We
know what the law is but as I’ve said before, I will
continue to do what is best for West Virginia… We’re
going to review the Supreme Court’s ruling, and work
with our federal delegation on how we move forward”
(Smith, AP/San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28; Office of
Gov. Tomblin statement, 6/28).
Wyoming: Gov. Matt Mead (R) in a statement said he



will study the Supreme Court’s ruling and the health
reform law more carefully before making any
implementation plans for Wyoming, but he believes “the
ACA is not a good fit” for the state (Office of Gov. Mead
release, 6/28; Wolfson, Billings Gazette, 6/28).

You May Also Like

·         The Final Ruling: Assessing the Implications of the
Supreme Court's Decision on the Affordable Care
Act

July 9, 2012 | Webconference | Health Care Advisory
Board

Explore the strategic, financial, operational implications
of the Supreme Court's decision for hospitals and health
systems, and discuss the political debate on the future of
health care as we move into the election season.

 



To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 11:14:22 AM

HEALTHCARE
 
I jumped in on the call in the middle of healthcare discussion.  But they are wanting us to
verify the cost of Obamacare to our state and get back with them soon on that.  Apparently
CMS is desperate and pushing the states to take the next round of funding, the deadline is
mid-August and would lock us into the mandate.  We will get an update no later than
Wednesday on Obamacare.
 
USA Today is asking all the governors 6 questions relating to Medicaid expansion, mandate
enrollment, support of Romney, etc., might want to check with press on that.
 
 
UPCOMING NGA MEETING
 
No changes to the meeting schedule have been made.
 
Governor Martin O’Malley of Maryland and DGA chairman, will be having a press
conference on Thursday.  There is no inside information as to what the press conference will
be about. 
 
President Obama is going to be in Virginia on Friday and Saturday.
 
The democratic governors are trying to reserve the Williamsburg Community Building on
Friday morning around the same time as the RGA opening press conference.  There is
speculation that they are trying to reserve the building so the Democratic Governors and
President Obama can discuss various issues, mostly healthcare. Don’t know if it will be an
open forum with the press being included, but if it is, it would result in the press not
showing up to the RGA press conference.  All governors should be expected to be hit up by
the press at various events.
 
On Saturday, President Obama will be in Richmond, which is where the Governor spouses
will be spending the day. 
 
Occupy Williamsburg will be coming out in full force the NGA conference.  Here is a posting
from their Facebook page:
 

“From Thursday July 12 through Sunday July 15, the Governors from around
the United States of America will be convening for the 2012 National Governors



Association Annual Meeting.
 

“And Occupy Williamsburg will be here to welcome them.
 

“On the morning of Friday the 13th at 9:15am we will assemble at the Old
Capitol off of Duke of Gloucester Street in Colonial Williamsburg to welcome and
publicly red...ress the Governors at their press conference.

                       
“We will meet together again at the parking lot of the Jamestown Settlement

at 2110 Jamestown Road at 5pm, where the Governors will attend their evening's
festivities.

 
“Be prepared to let America's governors know how you feel about how they

have done in fighting against ALEC's onslaught, stopping the War on Women, keeping
Americans in our homes, and making a conducive economic climate for good jobs
and green jobs!

 
“*** Interested in Planning Events to Welcome the NGA? ***
 
“Please join us at 11am on Saturday morning July 7th in the Ukrops Cafe in

the Martin's in Monticello Marketplace, 4660 Monticello Avenue 23188. (mike)”
 

There will be a conference call sometime mid-week to further discuss the upcoming NGA
confrfe
 
SENATE UPDATE
 
Senate will convene at 2 pm today.  Will vote on a Judge tomorrow morning and there will
be a cloture vote tomorrow afternoon on Sen. Reid’s stimulus proposal.
 
There is not a great outlook on this month’s work, which is scheduled to conclude on August
7. 
 
 
OTHER NOTES
 
No update on the House.
 
Energy report was not heard.
 
It is okay to sign the letter that is circulating about Russia, however the RGA has not taken a



position.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 9:47 AM
To: Travis Brauer; Craig Perry
Subject: Fwd: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call
 
Can one of u get on this call and take notes? Specifically on te healthcare stuff. Thank you!

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson <
Date: July 8, 2012 19:26:10 CDT
To: Marie Sanderson < >
Cc: Lindsay Russell  , Seth Levey < , Dustin
Huffman < >, Deborah Hohlt  >, "Kinzel, Will"
<Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov>, "Swann, Lanier (McConnell)"
<Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "White, Brandi (McConnell)"
<Brandi_White@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov"
<lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>
Subject: 7/9 RGPPC Conference Call

We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 7/9 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)      EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure
Policy Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. More information
to come.

 
REGISTER TODAY: Virginia Governor and RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell will announce on Monday the Governor’s K-12 Education



Reform Summit: Investing in Students Today, Creating the
Workforce of Tomorrow to be held August 15th – 17th in Richmond,
Virginia. Governors and their senior education advisors are invited to
attend. Registration and accommodations with be complimentary for
two senior education advisors per state, additionally funds will be
available to aid in travel expenses. For further information, please
contact Generra.Peck@governor.virginia.gov. Event registration is
available, here.  

 
b)      Healthcare Communication- Messaging heading into NGA. RGPPC

will be providing talking points like we did for Winter Meeting.
PPACA SCOTUS Letter to President as discussed on the governors’
only call to be forwarded this week.  Please help us update your
state PPACA cost estimates on the attached document: 2012-05-05
Cost to States.  Please email Lindsay: LRussell@rgppc.org.

 
c)      HHS Notice for an Establishment Grant under their latest Funding

Opportunity Announcement that the deadline – August 15, 2012 –
FAQs for this Announcement: 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/factsheets/hie-est-grant-faq-
06292012.html. Some states are curious regarding which states are
applying.    
 

d)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.      Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Final
phase of edits being conducted. Launch date TBD

2.      Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.      Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale

meeting.
4.      Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are

being prepared by the committee. Economic Development and
Infrastructure Symposium Sept 23-24

5.      Federalism: To resume late summer
6.      Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension

and tax reform.
 

e)      Senator Lieberman’s Cyber Security Bill:  Sean Miles (Fl) (see
attachment)

 
f)       Please Complete Surveys

 
1.      PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate



Finance and House Energy and Commerce to push back
on a White House report indicating that some R states,
which are moving forward with some form of a
healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey
is meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.      Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the
Speaker’s Office on the most burdensome regs and House
Natural Resources on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for
data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 
6.NGA Update: Lauren (NE)
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
               
FYI- See a summary where each states stands pasted below—RGPPC
did not author this update.
FYI- See attachment from the Congressional Research Service on
Healthcare Exchanges
 
 
http://www.advisory.com/Daily-Briefing/2012/07/05/Where-each-state-stands-of-
the-Medicaid-expansion

WHERE EACH STATE STANDS
ON ACA'S MEDICAID
EXPANSION
A roundup of what each state's leadership has said about their
Medicaid plans

July 05, 2012

Last updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.



The Supreme Court's ruling on the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) allows states to opt out of the law's Medicaid
expansion, leaving each state's decision to participate in the
hands of the nation's governors and state leaders.

Based on lawmakers' statements, press releases, and media
coverage, the Daily Briefing and American Health Line
editorial teams have rounded up where each state currently
stands on the expansion.

Learn more about the Court's ruling,
discuss takeaways with our experts, and model
the impact on your organization.

The following information was last updated on July 5 at 10:30
a.m. ET. We will continue to update this map and list as more
information becomes available. Send us news, tips, and
feedback by commenting below or emailing
dailybriefing@advisory.com.

 *Italics indicate a state's participation in the multistate
lawsuit against ACA



Will not participate (5 states)

Florida: Gov. Rick Scott (R) said, “Florida will opt out
of spending approximately $1.9 billion more taxpayer
dollars required to implement a massive entitlement
expansion of the Medicaid program.” In addition, the
governor said the state will not establish an insurance
exchange (Pear, New York Times, 7/2).
Louisiana: In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,”
Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) said, “Every governor’s got two
critical decisions to make. One is do we set up these
exchanges. And, secondly, do we expand Medicaid. And,
no, in Louisiana, we’re not doing either one of those
things” (Barrow, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 7/2).
Mississippi: Gov. Phil Bryant (R) does not plan to
participate in the Medicaid expansion, according to
Bryant spokesperson Mick Bullock, Bloomberg reports
(Niquette/Wayne, Bloomberg, 7/5).
South Carolina: Gov. Nikki Haley (R) on Sunday
announced via Facebook that South Carolina “will NOT
expand Medicaid, or participate in any health exchanges”
(Hawkins, TheDigitalCharleston, 7/2; Dudley,
Charleston Post and Courier, 6/29).
Wisconsin: Gov. Scott Walker (R) issued a statement
following Thursday’s ruling saying that “Wisconsin will
not take any action to implement ObamaCare” (Office of
Gov. Walker release, 6/28; Radnofsky et al., Wall Street
Journal, 7/2).

Leaning toward not participating (6 states)

Iowa: Gov. Terry Branstad (R) announced at a Des
Moines news conference that while his staff is still
assessing the Supreme Court ruling on theACA, he
expects to forgo the federal funding that would allow an
estimated 150,000 low-income Iowans to enroll in the
state Medicaid program. Branstad said, “Here’s the
problem: The federal government has done this again
and again: ‘Buy into our program, and we’re going to do



all these things for you,’ and then it doesn’t happen, and
then the taxpayers of the state get stuck with it,”
Branstad said on Monday (Totland, Washington Times,
7/2; Wiser, Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier, 7/3).
Missouri: Moments after the ruling, Republican leaders
in Missouri “closed the door... on expanding Medicaid
eligibility,” the Associated Press reports. Republican Lt.
Gov. Peter Kinder said the Medicaid expansion would be
“a break-the-bank provision for the state of Missouri.”
House Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey (R), said, “I
just don’t see any way we will be expanding Medicaid at
the expense of things like education and public safety.”
By rejecting Medicaid expansion the state would be
“turning down an estimated $8.4 billion windfall from
the federal government” but could save up to “$431
million of its own” (Blank, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28; Crisp, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 7/1).
Nebraska: Gov. Dave Heineman (R) on June 28
pledged to block any effort to expanded Nebraska’s
Medicaid program, telling reporters that an expansion
would remove money from other priorities or require a
tax increase, AP/BloombergBusinessweek reports. In a
statement on his website, Heineman said, “As I have said
repeatedly, if this unfunded Medicaid expansion is
implemented, state aid to education and funding for the
University of Nebraska will be cut or taxes will be
increased. If some state senators want to increase taxes
or cut education funding, I will oppose them.” However,
the governor noted that the Supreme Court’s decision on
Medicaid was unexpected, adding, “Again, I want to
emphasize that reviewing this decision in a detailed,
thoughtful and responsible manner will take time before
a complete determination can be made on what this
ruling means for Nebraska” (Schulte,
AP/BloombergBusinessWeek, 6/29; Heineman
statement, 6/28).
Nevada:  After the Supreme Court ruling, Gov. Brian
Sandoval (R) said the impact of the decision on was not
immediately clear but indicated that he is leaning toward



not expanding the state’s Medicaid program. Sandoval’s
press secretary, Mary-Sarah Kinner, said in a statement,
“The governor does not intend to automatically accept
the Medicaid expansion” (Haynes et al., Las Vegas
Review-Journal, 6/28).
New Jersey: on Fox News’ “Fox and Friends” on July 3,
Gov. Chris Christie (R) said he is leaning toward not
accepting federal funding to expand the state’s Medicaid
program. He noted, “Medicaid is pretty well expanded in
our state already because of the legacy of previous
Democratic governors. So I don’t know if there’s a lot
more to do in New Jersey in that regard” (“Fox News
Insider,” Fox News, 7/3; San Francisco Chronicle, 7/3;
Friedman, Newark Star-Ledger, 7/3).
Texas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Lucy Nashed—deputy press secretary for
Gov. Rick Perry (R)—said Perry will be working with
Attorney General Greg Abbott (R) "and appropriate state
agencies to determine the impact of the Supreme Court
decision on the state of Texas," adding that "the governor
has previously made clear, he has no interest in fast
tracking any portion of this bankrupting and
overreaching legislation. We will continue to call for the
full repeal of the bill" (Nashed email, 7/5). [updated on
July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]

Leaning toward participating (3 states)

Arkansas: Gov. Mike Beebe (D) said he is inclined to
proceed with Medicaid expansion for his state given the
“opportunity to pay for it with taxes that are coming
from … the federal government,” he said at a news
conference in Washington, D.C. “I don’t want to send
[tax money] to Massachusetts or California and ignore
our own people,” he added (Lyon, Arkansas News, 7/2).
Oregon: Gov. John Kitzhaber (D) said he is confident
that the Oregon legislature will approve a state Medicaid
expansion, and State Sen. Alan Bates (D) has expressed
similar confidence, the Associated Press reports. In an
interview last week, Kitzhaber said, “We’ll make a



decision on whether or not to expand the Medicaid
program really based on, I think, the resources we have
available in the general fund for that purpose going
forward” (Budnick, The Oregonian, 7/3; Wong,
Statesman Journal, 6/28; Cooper, AP/Real Clear
Politics, 6/28).
Rhode Island: In statement on his website, Gov.
Lincoln Chaffee (I) said, “I have fully committed to
ensuring Rhode Island is a national leader in
implementing health reform whatever the Supreme Court
decision, and this just reinforces that commitment.”
According to Steven Costantino, the state’s secretary of
health and human services, “The expansion is easy to do
and makes sense” (Chaffee statement, 6/28; Radnofsky
et al., Wall Street Journal, 7/2).

Participating (10 states and District of Columbia)

California: California got a head start on expanding its
Medicaid program in November 2010, shortly after
Obama signed the Affordable Care Act into law. After the
high court’s ruling, Gov. Jerry Brown (D) issued a
statement, “Today’s dramatic Supreme Court ruling
removes the last roadblock to fulfilling President
Obama’s historic plan to bring health care to millions of
uninsured citizens.” Duane Dauner, president of the
California Hospital Association, said in separate
statement that he expects “California will comply with
the Medicaid expansion in the law, even though it will
increase the state’s costs in future years” (Office of Gov.
Brown release, 6/28; California Hospital Association
release, 7/3).
Connecticut: Gov. Dannel Malloy (D) was among the
first to sign his state up for Medicaid expansion when
Obama signed the law in 2010. Following the Supreme
Court’s ruling preserving the legislation, he responded,
“it’s great … [and a] very important decision for the
people of Connecticut. 500,000 people would have lost
coverage if Republicans had their way” (Davis, WTNH,
7/28).



Delaware: Gov. Jack Markell—chair of the Democratic
Governors Association—said in a statement, “The
Supreme Court’s ruling enables Delaware to continue to
implement provisions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act to provide access to health care
benefits for Delawareans,” adding, “On the Medicaid
front, Delaware already voluntarily expanded the state’s
Medicaid coverage program in 1996 to cover many
Delawareans not previously covered” (Office of Gov.
Markell release, 6/28).
District of Columbia: “The District is not at risk of
losing any Medicaid funding as a result of this ruling,
because District officials have already begun
implementation of the ACA’s Medicaid-expansion
provisions and will continue to implement the
expansion,” according to a statement from the office of
D.C. Mayor Vincent Gray (D) (Executive Office of the
Mayor release, 6/28).
Hawaii: Gov. Neil Abercrombie (D) said in a statement
after the ruling, “The Affordable Care Act is our ally” in
the effort to “support a healthcare system that ensures
high quality, safety and sustainable costs.” Pat
McManaman, the state’s director of the Department of
Human Services, said starting next month Hawaii’s
Medicaid eligibility requirements will be in line with
federal guidelines under the overhaul, meaning an
additional 24,000 people will be eligible for the program
by 2014 (Office of Gov. Abercrombie release, 6/28;
Garcia, AP/CBS News, 6/29).
Illinois: Gov. Pat Quinn (D) on Thursday praised the
court’s decision and said he “will continue to work with
President Obama to help working families get the
healthcare coverage they need,” including expanding
Medicaid (Office of the Governor release, 6/28;
Thomason, Rock River Times, 7/3).
Maryland: Gov. Martin O’Malley (D) in a statement
said the Supreme Court’s decision “gives considerable
momentum to our health care reform efforts here in
Maryland,” adding that the state will move forward to



implement the overhaul (Office of the Governor release,
6/28).
Massachusetts: Gov. Deval Patrick (D) said
Massachusetts is “an early expansion state as you know
and we’re expecting further resources from federal
government to sustain the experiment here in
Massachusetts.” Patrick said the ruling is “good news for
us” Patrick said (Walker, YNN, 6/28).
Minnesota: “Today’s ruling will be met with relief by
the Minnesotans whose lives have already been improved
by this law,” Gov. Mark Dayton (D) said in a statement
on Thursday. Dayton in 2011 used federal money to
expand Medicaid early to 84,000 adults with annual
incomes below $8,400 (Lohn, AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Vermont: Gov. Peter Shumlin (D) said Vermont’s
Medicaid program already meets the requirements under
the health reform law’s Medicaid expansion, WCAX
reports (Steimle, WCAX, 7/1).
Washington: Gov. Chris Gregoire (D) "supports the
Medicaid expansion—and Washington will move
forward," Karina Shagren—a deputy communications
director in Gregoire’s  administration—said in an email
to American Health Line (Shagren email, 7/5). [updated
on July 5 at 1:35 p.m.]

Undecided/no comment (26 states)

Alabama: As of June 29, Gov. Robert Bentley (R) had
not decided whether Alabama will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion, according to Jennifer Ardis,
Bentley’s press secretary, AP/CBS News reports. In a
statement on his website, Bentley said, “I am deeply
disappointed by today’s Supreme Court decision,” but he
did not address the court’s ruling on the Medicaid
expansion (AP/CBS News, 6/29; Bentley statement,
6/28).
Alaska: As of Tuesday, Gov. Sean Parnell (R) has not
made a statement regarding Alaska’s intent to participate
in the Medicaid expansion, only saying in a release that



“now with no penalty we need to rethink what we’re
going to do with Medicaid” and the “expansion costs that
are mandated” (Office of Gov. Parnell release, 6/28;
Coyne, Alaska Dispatch, 7/1).
Arizona: Gov. Jan Brewer (R) in a statement following
the Supreme Court ruling repeated her call for the entire
law to be repealed but did not directly address the
expansion. House Speaker Andy Tobin (R), however,
said budgetary issues in the state and a conservative
political climate will make expanding Medicaid difficult.
“We’re going to have to sit down and weigh carefully
what is reasonable to expect of our political leaders,” he
said. “I don’t see us going along with the expansion if it’s
not mandated,” Tobin added. “It’s an ever-expanding
cost, so it continues to put pressure on the state budget
when we’re barely recovering as it is” (Brewer statement,
6/28; Reinhart, Arizona Central, 6/28; Young,
Huffington Post, 7/2).
Colorado: Gov. John Hickenlooper (D) at a press
conference on June 28 gave only a lukewarm nod to the
Medicaid expansion. He said, “Well, we’ll see. We’re
certainly looking at that. We’re probably a little bit
premature, but we’re certainly looking at it and trying to
figure out a way we can do that and still live within our
means” (McCrimmon, Health Policy Solutions, 7/2;
AP/CBS’ “Moneywatch,” 6/29).
Georgia: As of July 2, Gov. Nathan Deal (R) had not yet
decided whether Georgia would opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Chattanooga Times Free Press reports.
Over 10 years, the expansion is projected to cost Georgia
about $4.5 billion, “money we don’t have,” Deal
spokesperson Brian Robinson said (Sher, Chattanooga
Times Free Press, 7/2).
Idaho: Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter (R) this week did not
indicate his preference on whether Idaho would widen
Medicaid coverage (AP/KTVB, 7/1; Messick, StateImpact
Idaho, 6/29).
Indiana:  In a press release Gov. Mitch Daniels (R)
said, “Any decision to expand Medicaid in 2014 is



entirely the province of the next General Assembly and
governor.” On Thursday Daniels told reporters “If it’s
optional as I’m advised that it is, that’ll be a decision for
future legislators to make” (Office of Gov. Daniels
release, 6/29; AP/Lafayette Journal and Courier, 7/2;
“Moneywatch,” AP/CBS News, 6/29; Wilson, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
Kansas: In an email responding to a query by American
Health Line, Sherriene Jones-Sontag—communications
director and press secretary for Gov. Sam Brownback (R)
—said Brownback believes "this is now a political issue
that will be resolved by the American people in the
November elections" and "he will wait until after the
November elections before making any decisions related
to ObamaCare." [updated on July 6 at 9:30 a.m.]
Kentucky: Gov. Steve Beshear (D) on June 28 said, “We
continue to review the Supreme Court’s opinion,
particularly on the Medicaid portion of the Affordable
Care Act to determine what our options may be.” He also
noted that he soon would issue an executive order to
create a health insurance exchange (Office of Gov.
Beshear release, 6/28; AP/Evansville Courier & Press,
6/28).
Maine: Gov. Paul LePage (R) said in a statement on
June 28, “It is a sad day, and it is now up to the
American people to demand full repeal of Obamacare.”
The governor did not directly address the Medicaid
expansion in his statement. The state Legislature and
LePage approved reductions in Medicaid spending earlier
this year, and Maine Department of Health and Human
Services Commissioner Mary Mayhew said the state “will
follow federal procedures and submit state plan
amendments within the coming weeks that will outline
the Medicaid reductions that were enacted by the Maine
Legislature” (Office of Gov. LePage release, 6/28; Farwel,
Bangor Daily News/Lewiston Sun Journal, 6/29).
Michigan: As of July 1, Gov. Rick Snyder (R) had not
decided to whether Michigan will opt out of the Medicaid
expansion, the Lansing State Journal reports. Snyder



spokesperson Sara Wurfel said the administration wants
to examine the cost of the expansion to assess the “best
course of action” for the state. Meanwhile, Republican
lawmakers, who control both chambers of the state
legislature, have not committed to the expansion (Davis,
Lansing State Journal, 7/1).
Montana: Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer (D), through
a spokeswoman, declined to comment on the court’s
decision. Schweitzer expressed deep reservations about
the Medicaid expansion and effect on Montana’s budget.
“Here’s what I know,” Schweitzer in February 2011 said,
“that unless we challenge the underlying costs of health
care … it will bankrupt the states because there’s no way
of decreasing the cost of health care under the current
system” (Dennison, Gazette State Bureau, 6/28; Drake,
Montana Watchdog, 7/2).
New Hampshire: As of July 1, Gov. John Lynch (D)—
who in the past has voiced concern over how the
government would pay for the Medicaid expansion—had
made no statement on whether New Hampshire would
opt out of the Medicaid expansion, the Nashua
Telegraph reports. In a June 28 statement on his
website, Lynch noted that the state has “been preparing
to implement the Affordable Care Act and will continue
doing so in a way that best fits New Hampshire”
(Landrigan, Nashua Telegraph, 7/1; Lynch statement,
6/28).
New Mexico: Gov. Susana Martinez (R) has not
decided whether the state will expand Medicaid,
according to spokesperson Scott Darnell. He said, “The
governor is reviewing today’s Supreme Court decision
and will proceed in a manner that best protects the safety
net for the most vulnerable New Mexicans in a
responsible and sustainable manner” (Massey, AP/San
Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
New York: As of July 2, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) had
not made a statement on whether New York would
participate in the Medicaid expansion. In a release last
week, the governor said, “I am pleased the Supreme



Court upheld this law,” adding that he looked forward to
working with the “Obama administration to ensure
accessible, quality care for all New Yorkers (Office of
Gov. Cuomo release, 6/28; The Journal News, 6/29;
Caruso, San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28).
North Carolina: As of July 3, Gov. Beverly Perdue (D)
had not made any public statement about her state’s
participation in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s decision,
Perdue said she is “committed to continuing to move
forward … to ensure that all North Carolinians have
affordable, reliable health coverage.” Meanwhile, a
spokesperson for Perdue said the governor has been in
contact with HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius about the
Medicaid expansion and will review the Supreme Court’s
ruling to determine how it might affect North Carolina
(Office of Gov. Perdue release, 6/28; Dalesio, CBS News,
6/28; Jarvis/Bonner, Winston-Salem Journal, 6/29).
North Dakota: As of Tuesday, Gov. Jack Dalrymple (R)
had not made a statement about his state’s intent to
participate in the Medicaid expansion. However, in a
statement responding to the Supreme Court’s ruling,
Dalrymple said the health reform law “is wrong for North
Dakota,” adding that its “citizens want the freedom to
make their own decisions about their health-care
coverage.” Dalrymple has said that his staff is analyzing
the court’s ruling, but it is unclear whether the state will
participate in the Medicaid (Office of Gov. Dalrymple
release, 6/28; MacPherson, AP/San Francisco Chronicle,
6/28).
Ohio: Gov. John Kasich (R) on Monday said he has not
decided whether his state will participate in the Medicaid
expansion and he does not plan to set a “deadline” to
make his decision. The head of the state’s Office of
Health Transformation also said the state must first
determine how to cover the additional Medicaid costs the
state would incur even if the state does not participate in
the expansion. In a statement on the Supreme Court’s
ruling, Kasich said, “We are very concerned that a



sudden, dramatic increase in Medicaid spending could
threaten Ohio’s ability to pursue needed reforms in other
areas” (Office of Gov. Kasich release, 6/28; Tribble,
Cleveland Plain Dealer, 7/2; Columbus Business First,
7/3; Candisky, Columbus Dispatch, 7/3).
Oklahoma: Gov. Mary Fallin (R) has not yet decided
whether Oklahoma will opt of the Medicaid expansion,
Tulsa World reports. Fallin said, “Certainly I am hoping
that we’ll elect a new president and we’ll be able to
change faces … in the (Democratic-controlled) U.S.
Senate that we can once and for all overturn the federal
health care bill” (McNutt, The Oklahoman, 6/29; Greene,
Tulsa World, 7/3; McGuigan, Tulsa Today, 7/2).
Pennsylvania: Gov. Tom Corbett (R) has not yet
announced whether Pennsylvania will opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. He said in a statement, “I think we
can all agree there are Pennsylvanians who need our
help. However, expanding government bureaucracy,
government programs and government spending is not
the answer” (Office of the Gov. Corbett release, 6/28,
LoBasso, “PhillyNow,” Philadelphia Weekly, 7/3).
South Dakota: South Dakota: In an email responding
to a query by American Health Line, Joe Kafka—press
secretary in Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s (R) administration
—said Daugaard “has made no decision on [the]
Medicaid expansion, which will be costly for South
Dakota, and he won’t make any decision on it until after
the election” (Kafka email, 7/5). [updated on July 6 at
9:30 a.m.]
Tennessee: As of July 2, Gov. Bill Haslam (R) had not
yet decided whether Tennessee would opt out of the
Medicaid expansion. After the Supreme Court ruling,
Haslam told reporters, “We don’t really know what we’re
going to do … but the cost impact to the state is very
significant” (Sher, Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/2).
Utah: Gov. Gary Herbert (R) said is administration is
conducting a thorough legal and policy review of the
Supreme Court ruling, but he did not comment on
whether the state would expand its Medicaid program



(Stewart, Salt Lake Tribune, 6/29; AP/San Francisco
Chronicle, 6/28).
Virginia: Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) has made statements
indicating that he is against the Medicaid expansion, but
has declined at this point to comment definitively on
whether Virginia will opt out of it. McDonnell said he
will review the state’s options in the upcoming weeks
(Martz, Richmond Times-Dispatch, 7/1; Millman,
Politico, 6/29).
West Virginia: Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (D) has not yet
announced whether West Virginia will proceed with the
Medicaid expansion. In a statement, Tomblin said, “We
know what the law is but as I’ve said before, I will
continue to do what is best for West Virginia… We’re
going to review the Supreme Court’s ruling, and work
with our federal delegation on how we move forward”
(Smith, AP/San Francisco Chronicle, 6/28; Office of
Gov. Tomblin statement, 6/28).
Wyoming: Gov. Matt Mead (R) in a statement said he
will study the Supreme Court’s ruling and the health
reform law more carefully before making any
implementation plans for Wyoming, but he believes “the
ACA is not a good fit” for the state (Office of Gov. Mead
release, 6/28; Wolfson, Billings Gazette, 6/28).

You May Also Like

·         The Final Ruling: Assessing the Implications of the
Supreme Court's Decision on the Affordable Care
Act

July 9, 2012 | Webconference | Health Care Advisory
Board

Explore the strategic, financial, operational implications
of the Supreme Court's decision for hospitals and health
systems, and discuss the political debate on the future of
health care as we move into the election season.

 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier (McConnell); White,

Brandi (McConnell); Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: 8/20 RGPPC Conference Call
Date: Monday, August 20, 2012 9:24:45 AM

We DO have a call this morning. I’m concerned the attachments were too large and many of you did
not refeive the notice last night.  Please join at 10:30 EDT and we will send attachments separately
after the call.
 
-mts
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Sunday, August 19, 2012 9:06 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Seth Levey; Lindsay Russell; Dustin Huffman; Deborah Hohlt; Kinzel, Will; Swann, Lanier
(McConnell); White, Brandi (McConnell); Katie Altshuler
Subject: 8/20 RGPPC Conference Call
 
We will have our RGPPC policy call Monday 8/20 morning at 10:30 AM EST.
 
Agenda and notes below:
 

Access code:  
 
Agenda:
 
*** No call next week, Monday August 27.
 
1. Roll Call: Seth/Lindsay- RGPPC
 
2.  RGPPC Update: Marie - RGPPC
 

a)     EVENTS: 
 
SAVE THE DATE: RGPPC Economic Development and  Infrastructure Policy
Symposium, Atlanta, GA, September 23-24. Registration information attached.

 
b)    TANF letter: Please prepare TANF letters for your state. As those are

completed, please provide RGPPC a copy.  In addition,  attached is a copy of the
2005 RGA letter that the RGA govs sent on TANF in case you are questioned.

 
c)      Best Practices:  Attached is a beginning outline of best practices in states for

2012, updated from last week. Please review and provide links to issues you’d



like us to highlight. We’ll continue our research through August with a goal of an
Oct release.  Contact Dustin Huffman at DHuffman@rgppc.org
 

d)     Medicare Talking Points:  In light of Chairman Ryan’s selection of VP,  please
see the link to some talking points from his budget: 
http://budget.house.gov/uploadedfiles/medicarepacket.pdf

 
e)     Harkin letter- Question from GA: Letter from Senator Tom Harkin re ADA. Has

anyone answered this letter?  If so, how? 
 

f)      Milliman PPACA Health Insurer Fee Estimated Impact on State Medicaid Programs and
Medicaid Health Plans- see report attached  (Debbie Hohlt)
 

g)     Subcommittee updates: 
 

1.       Energy and Environment: Report is being finalized. Release this week.
2.       Healthcare: Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting.
3.       Education/Workforce:. Draft is being updated per Scottsdale meeting

and Richmond meeting.
4.       Jobs/Econ Dev/Infrastructure: Longer term efforts are being prepared

by the committee. Economic Development and Infrastructure Symposium
Sept 23-24

5.       Federalism: To resume late summer
6.       Budget/Finance/Regulatory:  Preparing data on pension and tax reform

as well as unemployment data.
 

b)    Please Complete Surveys
 

1.       PPACA and healthcare; working with US Senate Finance and
House Energy and Commerce to push back on a White House report
indicating that some R states, which are moving forward with some
form of a healthcare exchange, are endorsing Obamacare. Survey is
meant for data collection.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGPPC_PPACA

2.       Energy and Environment Regs;  working with the Speaker’s
Office on the most burdensome regs and House Natural Resources
on DoI and ESA. Survey is meant for data collection.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EE_Regs_Survey

 
4.House Update: Will (Speaker Boehner)
           
5.Senate Update:  Lanier or Brandi (Leader McConnell)
 



6.NGA Update:
 
                NGA Subcommittee updates:
 
7.  Other business?
 

a)       Thayer Leadership Group – provides team building for your staff either at West Point or
they will come to you. See attachments.  http://www.thethayerhotel.com/

 
b)      Congressman Boustany Request:  The Congressman recently introduced the Medicaid

Long-Term Care Reform Act (H.R. 6033).  Part of this bill would require the
Department of Health and Human Services to seek feedback from the governors of
each of the 50 states on policies to strengthen program integrity and make Medicaid
more sustainable for state and federal budgets.  They are contacting us to request your
written response to several related questions.

 
Here is a digital copy of the draft letter from Members and background info on federal rules that
restrict states’ ability to control Medicaid LTC eligibility and prioritize those in greatest need. 
http://www.centerltc.com/BriefingPapers/Overview.htm
 
http://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/9-21-11-Subcommittee-on-Health-
Care-District-of-Columbia-Census-and-the-National-Archives-Hearing-Transcript1.pdf
 
HHS research on states’ difficulty with estate recovery:
http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/estreccol.htm
 
Background information:

 
The Government Accountability Office reports “State Medicaid programs have, by default,
become the major form of insurance for long-term care.”  Since 1995, the costs of Medicaid
long-term care has grown at an average annual rate of 6.5 percent.  Medicaid spending has
already put a strain on state budgets, surpassing outlays for K-12 education programs.  Future
costs will rise.  More than six out of ten Americans will need long-term care services.
Demographers project that the number of Americans who are 85 or older – the group most
likely to need long-term care – will increase by more than 250 percent between 2000 and
2040.  
 
With this challenge in mind, the National Governors’ Association called for policy solutions
that “encourage personal responsibility and discourage the reliance on Medicaid financed
long-term care.”   Unfortunately, federal rules weaken Medicaid’s program integrity by
forcing states to exempt more than half-a-million dollars in home equity and the entire value
of a Rolls Royce when determining an individual’s eligibility for these welfare benefits.  As
you know, states often find it difficult to recover Medicaid spending from the estates of
people with significant financial assets and home equity.  In total, states recovered .78
percent of Medicaid spending for nursing homes in 2004.   
 
Questions:
 



As a governor who manages a Medicaid budget, we respectfully request your comments on
the following questions.   

1. Should the federal government give states greater flexibility to consider assets,
including substantial home equity, when determining eligibility for long-term care
coverage through the Medicaid program?  Why or why not?

2. Please provide examples of barriers to effective Medicaid estate recovery programs and
tools that might help states in this area. 

3. Should state and federal governments encourage middle-income Americans to
anticipate and plan for their future long-term care needs, instead of relying on
Medicaid, a safety net for the poor?  Why or why not?

4. Do you consider Medicaid estate planning to be a significant problem that takes
resources from the truly needy in your state? Please explain and provide examples.

 
We appreciate your attention to this matter.  Please provide a response to this letter by
October 17, 2012.  In the meantime, if you have any questions, please have a member of your
staff contact Mike Thompson in Rep. Charles Boustany’s office at 202-225-2031.”
 
 
 



From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Amicus Brief Update
Date: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:57:00 AM

Thanks.
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:56 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Amicus Brief Update
Importance: High
 
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson [  
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2012 10:57 AM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Conrad, Matt (GOV); Eige, Jasen (GOV); Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov; Lindsay Russell;
EGetchell@oag.state.va.us; Mike Adams
Subject: Amicus Brief Update
Importance: High
 
All:
 
Please find the updated Amicus Brief documents.  A summary and initial draft is attached.
 
This will be discussed by Martin Kent, COS to Gov. McDonnell on today’s Chief of Staff RGPPC COS
call  at 3 PM EDT.
 
To confirm on process, the goal is for RGPPC to be named as joining the amicus, as will Governor
McDonnell individually.  Duncan Getchell of the VA AG office will sign as a SCOTUS admitted
attorney.  The case will be styled as shown in the attached summary. 
 
What we need from you:
 

1.        Legal teams and General Counsels:  Sign off that a majority of our governors are
comfortable with RGPPC being named as joining the amicus.  Questions or concerns
regarding the legal brief should be directed to Martin Kent, COS to Gov Bob McDonnell,  or
Matt Conrad, Deputy COS to Gov McDonnell.   Please respond to Marie at
MSanderson@rgppc.org once you are comfortable from your state. 

 
Martin Kent:  Martin.Kent@governor.virginia.gov

       Matt Conrad:  Matt.Conrad@governor.virginia.gov  and is (804) 692-2573
 
 

2.         Healthcare advisors and Action Officers:  We need additional data.  Please find attached a
document summarizing state mandates and burdens from PPACA. Additional thoughts are



welcome and data is encouraged. You may send that information to Marie to be
encorporated  at 

 
Thanks in advance for your attention to this matter.  About twice a year we have an important issue
we need to turn around quickly—this is one of them. We appreciate your patience.
 
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
Repulican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rga.org/

 



From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: Congressional Exchange letter being written to Governors
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 9:43:20 PM
Attachments: CongressLettertoNGA 062912.pdf

Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
Please find attached the final Congressional letter regarding exchanges with signatures.  I’m told
your bosses will be receiving copies either individually or through NGA.
 
-mts
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2012 11:23 AM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: Congressional Exchange letter being written to Governors
 
Healthcare Advisors
CC: Action Officers
 
I wanted to make you aware of the following letter that is being drafted on Capitol Hill to governors
asking them not to implement state exchanges.  I’ve asked this group to provide rgppc with a copy as
soon as it is ready so none of you- or your bosses- are blindsighted. Please see text below.
-MTS
 
 
Congresswoman Bachmann and Congressman Jordan will be sending a letter (found below) to the

National Governors Association urging each governor not to implement the state exchanges found in

ObamaCare.  Senator DeMint is spearheading the exact same letter in the Senate and we will be

sending the House and Senate version together today (current co-signers in the Senate: DeMint, Lee,

Ron Johnson, Graham, Cornyn, Coburn, Sessions, Thune, Vitter, Paul). 

 

June 29, 2012

 



National Governors Association

Hall of States

444 N. Capitol St., Ste. 267

Washington D.C. 20001-1512

 

Dear Governors:

 

The Supreme Court has ruled significant parts of the Medicaid expansion of the President’s health care

law unconstitutional as well as ruling that the individual mandate violated the Commerce Clause and

will therefore be implemented as a punitive tax on the middle class. This presents us with a critical

choice:  Do we allow this reprehensible law to move forward or do we fully repeal it and start over with

commonsense solutions? The American people have made it clear that they want us to throw this law

out in its entirety.

 

As members of the U.S. Congress, we are dedicated to the full repeal of this government takeover of

healthcare and we ask you to join us to oppose its implementation.

 

Most importantly, we encourage you to oppose any creation of a state health care exchange mandated

under the President’s discredited health care law.

 

These expensive, complex, and intrusive exchanges impose a threat to the financial stability of our

already-fragile state economies with no certainty of a limit to total enrollment numbers. Resisting the

implementation of exchanges is good for hiring and investment. The law’s employer mandate assesses

penalties - up to $3,000 per employee - only to businesses who don’t satisfy federally-approved health

insurance standards and whose employees receive “premium assistance” through the exchanges.  The

clear language of the statute only permits federal premium assistance to citizens of states who create a

state-based exchange. However, the IRS recently finalized a regulation that contradicts the law by

allowing the federal government to provide premium assistance to citizens in those states that have not

created exchanges. The IRS had no authority to finalize such a regulation. By refusing to create an
exchange, you will assist us in Congress to repeal this violation which will help lower the costs
of doing business in your state, relative to other states that keep these financially draining

exchanges in place. 

 

State-run exchanges are subject to all of the same coverage mandates and rules as the federally-run

exchange. Clearing the hurdles of crafting an exchange that complies with the 600 plus pages of

federal exchange regulations will only result in wasted state resources and higher premiums for your

constituents.

 

Implementation of this law is not inevitable and considering more than half of the American
people oppose the law, it is improbable.  Join us in resisting a centralized government approach to

health care reform and instead focus on solutions that make health care more affordable and

accessible for every American. Let’s work to create a health care system of, for, and by the people, not

government or special interests.

 

Sincerely,



From: Dana Wolpert
To: Monica Block
Cc:  DPS contact; @dps.state.ok.us; ; Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Details on Aspen w/ Gov. Fallin
Date: Thursday, July 19, 2012 3:54:40 PM

Monica,

The Governor and  will now be arriving on 7/31, can you add that night to their room
reservation? Scott Mason is no longer coming, so his room can be canceled.
 
I believe  is actually arriving on 7/30. Scotty please confirm.
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 1:37 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Details on Aspen w/ Gov. Fallin
 
Of course!  Just let me know!
 
From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 1:55 PM
To: Monica Block
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: Details on Aspen w/ Gov. Fallin
 
If the Governor decides to arrive on 7/31 instead of 8/1 are there rooms available to accommodate
her and security?

Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 2:44 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Details on Aspen w/ Gov. Fallin



 
Dana,
 
Below is the current schedule for our event in Aspen that is coming up.  Could you please
review this and let me know when your Governor will arrive and depart?  Also, what events
can we expect her to attend?   Will the Governor participate in any of the optional activities? 
Will the Governor agree to co-host one of the parlors?  I’ve highlighted the panel we would like
the Governor to speak on, can you confirm she will speak on that?
 
I have a hotel room for the Governor (is the First Gentleman coming?), Scott Mason, Glenn
Coffee, and Marc Page all arriving on 08.01.12 and departing on 08.03.12.  And of course
Scotty Beamon arriving on 07.31.12 and departing on 08.03.12  As an FYI, this is a much more
intimate event than any of our others, and we will have specific tables for staff to use at all of
the meals or panels.
 
Thank you for your help!
 
Let me know if you need anything else!
 
Sincerely,
Monica 
 
 

REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION
EXECUTIVE ROUNDTABLE QUARTERLY MEETING

August 1 – 2, 2012
Aspen, Colorado

 
AGENDA

As of 7/16/12
 

ATTENDING GOVERNORS
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA Chairman

Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice Chairman
 

 
Governor Jan Brewer, Arizona

Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma
Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina

Governor Gary Herbert, Utah
Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana

Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico
Governor Matt Mead, Wyoming

Governor Rick Perry, Texas
Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin

 
 
 
 



ATTENDING 2012 CANDIDATES
The Honorable Rick Hill, Montana

Attorney General Rob McKenna, Washington
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2012
 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM                The Aspen Institute: A Conversation with Republican
Governors

The 2012 Aspen Institute McCloskey Speaker Series welcomes
Republican governors in conversation with Aspen Institute
President and CEO Walter Isaacson.
Location:         The Aspen Institute – Greenwald Pavilion

1000 North Third Street
                                                                        Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA
Chairman

Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina
                                                                        Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
                                                                        Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin

Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice
Chairman

(requested)
The Honorable Walter Isaacson, President and

CEO,
The Aspen Institute, Washington, DC

 
7:30 PM                                  Welcome Reception & Dinner

Executive Roundtable members and governors will enjoy a cocktail
reception and dinner at the third Executive Roundtable Quarterly
Meeting of the year. 
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Governor Rick Perry, Texas (requested)

Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin (requested)
Fred Malek, Founder and Chairman, Thayer
Lodging

Group, McLean, VA; Executive Roundtable
Chairman (requested)

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012
 
8:30 AM – 9:30 AM               Breakfast and 2012 Political Update

RGA Executive Director Phil Cox will provide a political update on
the 2012 election cycle, and attending gubernatorial candidates will
be recognized and deliver brief remarks.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director
                        The Honorable Rick Hill, 2012 Candidate for

Governor,
Montana (requested)

                        Attorney General Rob McKenna, 2012 Candidate
for

Governor, Washington (requested)



 
9:45 AM – 10:45 AM             Panel Discussion I: What’s Next? Obamacare After the

SCOTUS
Decision
On June 28, the Supreme Court ruled on the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) upholding the individual mandate as
a tax, but limiting the power of the federal government to coerce
state Medicaid expansions. Regarding the Medicaid expansion, the
court ruled that the government could not compel states to expand
Medicaid by threatening to withhold federal money to existing
Medicaid programs. This presents an opportunity for governors to
opt out of the expansion without losing their existing share of
federal Medicaid funding. Within hours of the decision, Republican
governors in several states said they were likely to oppose
expanding the program. In addition to the Medicaid piece,
governors must also decide whether to establish a state-
administered health insurance exchange. This panel examines the
decisions confronting governors, along with the remaining political,
regulatory and legal uncertainties surrounding the law and its
impact on businesses.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Gary Herbert, Utah (requested)

                                                            Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana (requested)
Michael Neidorff, Chairman and CEO, Centene

Corporation, St. Louis, MO (confirmed)
                                                                        Dr. George Rapier, Chairman and CEO, WellMed
Medical

Management, Inc., San Antonio, TX
(requested)

 
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM            Panel Discussion II: State Solutions: Economic Growth in the

Obama Era
Republican governors are providing a clear contrast to the failed
economic policies of the Obama administration.  Under President
Obama, the nation has endured 41consecutive months with the
unemployment rate over 8 percent and the most recent quarter was
the worst quarter of job creation in 2 years.  Despite the national
headwinds, GOP-led states are experiencing economic success.
States with Republican governors are adding jobs at a faster pace
than their Democratic counterparts and states that elected new
Republican governors in 2010 have seen their unemployment rates
drop nearly 50 percent more than states with new Democratic
governors. Instead of emulating the policies of Republican
governors which encourage entrepreneurship and job creators, the
Obama administration continues to impede upon the states with
overregulation and the threat of higher taxes.  This panel explores
how governors can work with business leaders to ensure the private
sector adds jobs despite the federal government’s overreach.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma (requested)
                        Governor Rick Perry, Texas (requested)

 
12:15 PM – 1:15 PM              Luncheon: Governors’ Races and the 2012 Battlegrounds



With 11 states holding governors’ races this November, the RGA is
in position to expand its majority and make a major impact on the
2012 elections. Many of the states where RGA will engage are also
critical Presidential and Senate battleground states.  As shown in
the Wisconsin recall election, the RGA and ideologically-aligned
groups are able to work together, and their efforts benefit
candidates up and down the ballot. This panel will explore the 2012
political landscape and the interplay between gubernatorial and
federal races.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director

Ed Gillespie, Founder, Ed Gillespie Strategies;
Senior Advisor,

Romney for President; Chairman, RSLC;
 Former Chairman, RNC; Former
Chairman, Republican Party of Virginia,
Alexandria, VA

Karl Rove, Former Deputy Chief of Staff and Senior
Advisor

to President George W. Bush; Author,
Courage and Consequence; Fox News
Contributor; Wall Street Journal Columnist,
Washington, DC

                                     
1:45 PM – 4:45 PM                 Optional Activities with Governors

Participants will have the opportunity to participate in one of three
optional activities: clay target shooting with Wyoming Governor
Matt Mead, fly fishing with Texas Governor Rick Perry, or a
wilderness hike with RGA Chairman, Virginia Governor Bob
McDonnell. Please note: activities will be available at an
additional cost to participants.  Please refer to the separate
Optional Aspen Activities Response Form to reserve your place.
Location:         Off-site; Departing from The St. Regis Aspen Resort

 
5:45 PM – 6:30 PM                Governors Parlors

Please join our Republican governors for a newly created reception
opportunity to mix and mingle in a more intimate setting before we
depart for Pine Creek Cookhouse. Each of the two parlors will host
three to four governors, and attendees are welcome and
encouraged to visit both parlors.

                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort
 
7:00 PM                                  Reception & Dinner

Executive Roundtable members and governors will enjoy a farewell
cocktail reception and dinner at the third Executive Roundtable
Quarterly Meeting of the year.                        
Location:         Pine Creek Cookhouse

11399 Castle Creek Road 
Aspen, CO 81611

                                                Speakers:         Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice
Chairman

Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico
 



ACCOMMODATIONS
The St. Regis Aspen Resort                                                    Hotel Jerome
315 East Dean Street                                                                330 East Main Street
Aspen, CO 81611                                                                    Aspen, CO 81611
Phone: (970) 920-3300                                                            Phone: (970) 429-7625
http://www.stregisaspen.com                                                   http://hoteljerome.rockresorts.com
 
ATTIRE
Aspen Casual. Neither jackets nor ties are required for the gentlemen. For the ladies, a light jacket
or wrap is recommended for the evening activities as well as flat shoes.
 
 
Monica Block
Governors Liaison
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250, Washington, DC 20006
202.662.4159 direct | 757.897.9811 cell | 202.662.4926 fax
mblock@rga.org
 



From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: HealthInsuranceExchangeTimelineFunding_Memo
Date: Wednesday, September 21, 2011 11:03:58 PM

I think got a call from your number this evening.  Sorry if I missed your call. 
 
One thing I may just share with you  –
 
When Derek and Buffy scoured the budget to estimate the cost of Exchange for Oklahoma, including
Medicaid enhancements and building the Exchange, the number was about half of what we had in
the Early Innovator grant (roughly $27 million…very rough).  Now the OHCA can get up to a 90/10
split on the Medicaid enhancements (if integrated with the Exchange) so the pure Exchange funding
would be around $27 millon less the Medicaid improvements.  I don’t see an estimate in Buffy and
Cindy’s slides from last week so I can’t get a closer estimate this evening.
 
 
 
Julie Cox-Kain, M.P.A
Chief Operating Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 21, 2011 1:39 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: HealthInsuranceExchangeTimelineFunding_Memo
 
If you have time please review and let me know if you have changes or additions.
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Tuesday, September 20, 2011 1:27 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: HealthInsuranceExchangeTimelineFunding_Memo
 
Here’s what I have so far – needs more key dates!



From: Cohan, Erin
To: Reps
Subject: RE: HHS Releases New FAQ on Health Insurance Exchange Establishment
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 11:28:10 AM
Importance: High

Apologies – the corrected link is below.
 

From: Quam, David [mailto:DQuam@NGA.ORG] 
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2012 12:24 PM
To: Reps
Subject: HHS Releases New FAQ on Health Insurance Exchange Establishment
 
To:  Washington Reps and State Federal Contacts
Re:  HHS FAQs on Health Insurance Exchange Establishment
 
Today, HHS released FAQs regarding funding available to states under Affordable Care Act for states
to establish a state-based exchange, state partnership exchange, or to prepare state systems for a
federally facilitated exchange.  We are providing a link here for your reference:
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/factsheets/hie-est-grant-faq-06292012.html.
 
Please contact William Garner with any questions.
 
DCQ
 
 
William Garner
Legislative Director, Committee on Health and Human Services
National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001-1512
Phone: (202) 624-5369
E-mail: wgarner@nga.org
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.



---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as ecohan@nga.org.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-212267-
147044.40dfb1405dedc97cb9cd0b47fe292bd6@talk.nga.org.

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-212269-
158946.9da273b890faf8871af12dd59a396601@talk.nga.org.



From: Lindsay Russell
To: Lindsay Russell; Seth Levey; john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ;

macarter32  RSerote@az.gov; Adam.nordstrom ; Rob.Jakubik ;
bfulenwider@georgia.gov; ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; dhiowa
jabot10 ; jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond  wkloiber ;
David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri;
Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; tedpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov; Candice Whitfield; eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; debbie ; griffin ;
wstruble ; wags@la.gov; Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ;
Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov; mary.mayhew@maine.gov; brandi white@mcconnell.senate.gov;
Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov; chadderdona@michigan.gov;
mcbrideb@michigan.gov; muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov;
brian  ryan ; nguillemard  sarah.echols ; Mike Schrimpf;
ts ; Bkanzeg ; aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us; rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us;
MKennicott ; Mark.Cate@tn.gov; Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ;
RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; EMainigi  bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov;
katyoder 99 ; pjpgator

Cc: Marie T. Sanderson
Subject: RE: Obamacare Anniversary Action Items
Date: Monday, March 21, 2011 1:42:01 PM

 
JUST A REMINDER~
 
Coordinated RGPPC Effort 
 
The RGPPC in conjunction with the RGA would like to put out a press release of our own on
Wednesday. We envision the document to have a quote from every Republican Governor about the
effects that Obamacare has had on each individual state.  You can lift or prepare such quotes from
the actions you are already considering for next week. Please email to Mike Schrimpf by tomorrow
close of business.   Mike’s email is mschrimpf@rga.org.    Please feel free to call or email me
with any questions you have regarding this request.
Thank you for your time!
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Association | RGPPC
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
C:  |  | www.rga.org
 

--

 



From: Denise Northrup
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: maryfallin ; Alex Weintz; Scott Mason; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 2:48:14 PM

No we are not...I don't think we have enough info on our decision

On Nov 14, 2012, at 12:35 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Governor,
>
> Hugh Hewitt (national coservative radio) is seeking an interview today from the RGA re: Oklahoma
not participating in exchanges, AG Pruitt's Obamacare lawsuit.
>
> It will be a 10 min phone interview. They have ability from now until around 6pm Vegas time.
>
> Are you interested in this opportunity?



From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: "maryfallin "; Alex Weintz; Scott Mason; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 2:53:12 PM

Ok. I'll pass. Thanks

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 02:48 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: maryfallin@  Alex Weintz; Scott Mason; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Radio request - Hugh Hewitt

No we are not...I don't think we have enough info on our decision

On Nov 14, 2012, at 12:35 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Governor,
>
> Hugh Hewitt (national coservative radio) is seeking an interview today from the RGA re: Oklahoma
not participating in exchanges, AG Pruitt's Obamacare lawsuit.
>
> It will be a 10 min phone interview. They have ability from now until around 6pm Vegas time.
>
> Are you interested in this opportunity?



From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: Re: Republican governors" statements on health care decision
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 4:47:04 PM

Thanks!

On Jun 28, 2012, at 16:46, "Travis Brauer" <Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Yes sir!
 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 4:46 PM
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: Fwd: Republican governors' statements on health care decision
 

Can u print each statement and give to gmf? 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Dustin Huffman" < >
To: "Marie Sanderson" < >, "Lindsay
Russell" >
Subject: Republican governors' statements on health care
decision

All:

Attached is a document outlining what the republican governors are
saying about the Supreme Court ruling on Obamacare. Please let us
know if your state has released a statement that is not on the list.

Thanks,
Dustin

Dustin Huffman
Policy Aide
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
Office: (202) 662-4927
Cell: 



From: Scott Mason
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 7:40:48 PM

Thanks Katie. 
Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

via AT&T BlackBerry
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 11, 2012 07:03 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Scott Mason 
Subject: Fw: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update 
 

 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto: ] 
Sent: Sunday, November 11, 2012 06:54 PM
To: Adam.nordstrom@cch-llc.com <Adam.nordstrom@cch-llc.com>; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RGA annual meeting/Federalism update 
 
Guys—
 
In an effort to make you guys aware of moving parts for the Governors’ meeting in Las Vegas, below
is a summary of your subcommittee’s report. I expect most of the policy portion to be dedicated to
Obamacare and the conversations as of late, and I do not expect governors to be asked to make a
subcommittee report. Nevertheless, I wanted to share with you what we have prepared for your
committee. Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Federalism (Fallin and Brownback)

·         This subcommittee worked with the other committees to weave themes of Federalism
throughout the language used in reports, letters and press releases. 

·         This subcommittee also has investigated potential partnerships with other organizations,
such as the National Association of Counties to evaluate unfunded mandates.

 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)



Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell
 



From: Lindsay Russell
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th
Date: Monday, March 19, 2012 10:23:37 AM

Nope, very different. However, it is the same process. This report is actually going to be about a
replacement strategy if obamcare is overturned. Last year’s principals were only on Medicaid.
 
Hope this is helpful,
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th
 
Not annoying. 
 
Aren’t these the same 7 principles we did like last year?
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th
 
Oh my goodness I know. I’m glad that we are doing the new listserv. It has got to be irritating to get
all of our emails. Thanks for all of your help!
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 11:13 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th
 
Ok thanks – let us take a look. Sorry – lots of emails.
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto ] 



Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 10:12 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th 
Importance: High
 
You and Katie were on this email.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  
 
 

From: Lindsay Russell 
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 6:29 PM
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th 
Importance: High
 
All:
 
Per our call this evening, the following email contains all the information in one place for your
convenience:
 
As the end of March quickly approaches, so does the second anniversary of Obamacare.  Thank you
for joining our conference call today to discuss our potential united efforts.  RGPPC is working with
the American Action Forum to provide talking points and communications assistance with op-
eds/other materials. Note: RGAs communications’ team will be contacting your press teams
separately.  

Key Dates and Info Needed below--- What we’ll request from you is in red. Given the quick
turnaround on much of this material, we will make ourselves available over the weekend should
anyone wish to discuss.
 
KEY DATES

March 19-23 (23rd actual anniversary) Obamacare Anniversary and Release of RGPPC Healthcare
report principles
March 28- Medicaid Expansion SCOTUS Oral Arguments

o    26th Anti-injunction arguments

o    27th individual mandate arguments
o    28thth Medicaid expansion arguments

 
INFO NEEDED
 

·         OBAMACARE STATE COSTS NEEDED: DUE Fri, MARCH 16  The RGPPC, in partnership with
Congressional leadership would like to use this opportunity to reiterate just how costly



Obamacare has and will continue to be on states. To aid in this effort attached is a
document we used last year to describe those cost (see pages 6-13).  Please take just a few
moments to read over last year’s comments and make edits and updates. We need these
edits completed by Friday March 16-COB.  Please send your data in “talking point form”
approved by your press team and boss, as demonstrated in the 1/7/11 letter, attached.   We
also will accept other data from your  states (in addition to your amended quotes)- as each
of you have highlighted the costs to obamacare in your own unique ways. A list of mandates
from PPACA also is attached and other examples are below such as:  

 
1.        Cost of Medicaid Expansion
2.        Cost of Conducting Eligibility for Medicaid expansion and Insurance Entitlement up to

400% FPL
3.        Estimated # of employees who will lose employee coverage and cost estimates
4.        Unworkable nature of timelines/no final rules/complexity of building IT systems to ensure

program integrity, limit fraud and abuse
 
 

·         BLOCK GRANT SUPPORT QUOTES: Due Fri, MARCH 16 We anticipate that his budget will
support  block grant funding again this year.  If your governor supports block grant funding
and would like to support this concept in writing, we’d like to coordinate quotes from
supportive states.  Last year we wrote a leadership (TX, VA, MS, NJ) letter supporting block
grants; this year we ask for individual statements. 

 
·         APPROVAL OF HEALTHCARE STEERING COMMITTEE PRINCIPLES: Edits Due Wed, MARCH

14.  Approval Due Fri, MARCH 16 We will need your states approval of the healthcare
steering committee’s principles, which will guide our report writing process. We will release
a letter from leadership highlighting these principles.  We need general consensus that
states are comfortable with these principles.

 
Please let me or Marie know if you have any questions, comments/concerns or suggestions. We’ll
talk in more detail Monday afternoon about our comprehensive effort.   
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 |  | 
 
 
 
 



From: Lindsay Russell
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th
Date: Monday, March 19, 2012 10:14:10 AM

Oh my goodness I know. I’m glad that we are doing the new listserv. It has got to be irritating to get
all of our emails. Thanks for all of your help!
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  | 
 
 

From: Andrew Silvestri [mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 11:13 AM
To: Lindsay Russell
Subject: RE: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th
 
Ok thanks – let us take a look. Sorry – lots of emails.
 

From: Lindsay Russell [mailto:  
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 10:12 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th 
Importance: High
 
You and Katie were on this email.
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  
 
 

From: Lindsay Russell 
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 6:29 PM
To: Marie Sanderson; Lindsay Russell
Subject: RGPPC Health Care Information, March 12th 
Importance: High
 
All:
 
Per our call this evening, the following email contains all the information in one place for your
convenience:
 
As the end of March quickly approaches, so does the second anniversary of Obamacare.  Thank you



for joining our conference call today to discuss our potential united efforts.  RGPPC is working with
the American Action Forum to provide talking points and communications assistance with op-
eds/other materials. Note: RGAs communications’ team will be contacting your press teams
separately.  

Key Dates and Info Needed below--- What we’ll request from you is in red. Given the quick
turnaround on much of this material, we will make ourselves available over the weekend should
anyone wish to discuss.
 
KEY DATES

March 19-23 (23rd actual anniversary) Obamacare Anniversary and Release of RGPPC Healthcare
report principles
March 28- Medicaid Expansion SCOTUS Oral Arguments

o    26th Anti-injunction arguments

o    27th individual mandate arguments
o    28thth Medicaid expansion arguments

 
INFO NEEDED
 

·         OBAMACARE STATE COSTS NEEDED: DUE Fri, MARCH 16  The RGPPC, in partnership with
Congressional leadership would like to use this opportunity to reiterate just how costly
Obamacare has and will continue to be on states. To aid in this effort attached is a
document we used last year to describe those cost (see pages 6-13).  Please take just a few
moments to read over last year’s comments and make edits and updates. We need these
edits completed by Friday March 16-COB.  Please send your data in “talking point form”
approved by your press team and boss, as demonstrated in the 1/7/11 letter, attached.   We
also will accept other data from your  states (in addition to your amended quotes)- as each
of you have highlighted the costs to obamacare in your own unique ways. A list of mandates
from PPACA also is attached and other examples are below such as:  

 
1.        Cost of Medicaid Expansion
2.        Cost of Conducting Eligibility for Medicaid expansion and Insurance Entitlement up to

400% FPL
3.        Estimated # of employees who will lose employee coverage and cost estimates
4.        Unworkable nature of timelines/no final rules/complexity of building IT systems to ensure

program integrity, limit fraud and abuse
 
 

·         BLOCK GRANT SUPPORT QUOTES: Due Fri, MARCH 16 We anticipate that his budget will
support  block grant funding again this year.  If your governor supports block grant funding
and would like to support this concept in writing, we’d like to coordinate quotes from
supportive states.  Last year we wrote a leadership (TX, VA, MS, NJ) letter supporting block
grants; this year we ask for individual statements. 

 
·         APPROVAL OF HEALTHCARE STEERING COMMITTEE PRINCIPLES: Edits Due Wed, MARCH



14.  Approval Due Fri, MARCH 16 We will need your states approval of the healthcare
steering committee’s principles, which will guide our report writing process. We will release
a letter from leadership highlighting these principles.  We need general consensus that
states are comfortable with these principles.

 
Please let me or Marie know if you have any questions, comments/concerns or suggestions. We’ll
talk in more detail Monday afternoon about our comprehensive effort.   
 
Lindsay Russell
Public Policy Advisor 
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4149 | C:  |
 
 
 
 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Scott Mason
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
Date: Saturday, November 10, 2012 7:43:11 PM

Okay, I am checking, will keep you posted.

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Saturday, November 10, 2012 07:26 PM
To: Scott Mason
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call

Thanks scott

Katie - think we need to shoot for that layover on Dallas if at all possible...

On Nov 10, 2012, at 7:14 PM, "Scott Mason" <Scott.Mason@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Katie,
> Here is the flight schedule for Gov, Weintz and me for Tuesday to Arizona.
>
>
> American Airlines Flight 1511 departs at 10:45AM
>
> Layover in DFW from 11:45-1:35PM
>
> American Airlines Flight 1279 from DFW to Phoenix, AZ arrives 3:05PM (mountain time).
>
>
> Let me know if you need further info.
>
> Scott
>
>
>
> Scott Mason
> Office of the Governor
> State of Oklahoma
>
> via AT&T BlackBerry
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Saturday, November 10, 2012 04:01 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler
> Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston; Scott Mason
> Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
>
> Scott, I don't have her flight info to see when she's arriving in Arizona...if one of you you can check
and get back to Katie, we need to try to make this happen Tuesday
>
>
>



> On Nov 10, 2012, at 3:52 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
>
>> Any chance Governor could be available to talk to Gov Markell from 3-3:15 ET on Tuesday re/ next
steps for NGA on PPACA, fiscal cliff, etc.?



From: Denise Northrup
To: Scott Mason
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
Date: Saturday, November 10, 2012 7:26:33 PM

Thanks scott

Katie - think we need to shoot for that layover on Dallas if at all possible...

On Nov 10, 2012, at 7:14 PM, "Scott Mason" <Scott.Mason@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Katie,
> Here is the flight schedule for Gov, Weintz and me for Tuesday to Arizona.
>
>
> American Airlines Flight 1511 departs at 10:45AM
>
> Layover in DFW from 11:45-1:35PM
>
> American Airlines Flight 1279 from DFW to Phoenix, AZ arrives 3:05PM (mountain time).
>
>
> Let me know if you need further info.
>
> Scott
>
>
>
> Scott Mason
> Office of the Governor
> State of Oklahoma
>
> via AT&T BlackBerry
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Saturday, November 10, 2012 04:01 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler
> Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston; Scott Mason
> Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
>
> Scott, I don't have her flight info to see when she's arriving in Arizona...if one of you you can check
and get back to Katie, we need to try to make this happen Tuesday
>
>
>
> On Nov 10, 2012, at 3:52 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
>
>> Any chance Governor could be available to talk to Gov Markell from 3-3:15 ET on Tuesday re/ next
steps for NGA on PPACA, fiscal cliff, etc.?



From: Scott Mason
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
Date: Saturday, November 10, 2012 7:14:46 PM

Katie,
Here is the flight schedule for Gov, Weintz and me for Tuesday to Arizona.

American Airlines Flight 1511 departs at 10:45AM

Layover in DFW from 11:45-1:35PM

American Airlines Flight 1279 from DFW to Phoenix, AZ arrives 3:05PM (mountain time).

Let me know if you need further info.

Scott

Scott Mason
Office of the Governor
State of Oklahoma

via AT&T BlackBerry

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Saturday, November 10, 2012 04:01 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston; Scott Mason
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call

Scott, I don't have her flight info to see when she's arriving in Arizona...if one of you you can check and
get back to Katie, we need to try to make this happen Tuesday

On Nov 10, 2012, at 3:52 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Any chance Governor could be available to talk to Gov Markell from 3-3:15 ET on Tuesday re/ next
steps for NGA on PPACA, fiscal cliff, etc.?



From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston; Scott Mason
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
Date: Saturday, November 10, 2012 4:01:10 PM

Scott, I don't have her flight info to see when she's arriving in Arizona...if one of you you can check and
get back to Katie, we need to try to make this happen Tuesday

On Nov 10, 2012, at 3:52 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Any chance Governor could be available to talk to Gov Markell from 3-3:15 ET on Tuesday re/ next
steps for NGA on PPACA, fiscal cliff, etc.?



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Scott Mason
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:56:06 PM

This time frame will not work for Markell tomorrow, they are going to send us a couple of other blocks
of time to see if they will work. I will keep you posted.

----- Original Message -----
From: Denise Northrup
Sent: Saturday, November 10, 2012 07:26 PM
To: Scott Mason
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call

Thanks scott

Katie - think we need to shoot for that layover on Dallas if at all possible...

On Nov 10, 2012, at 7:14 PM, "Scott Mason" <Scott.Mason@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Katie,
> Here is the flight schedule for Gov, Weintz and me for Tuesday to Arizona.
>
>
> American Airlines Flight 1511 departs at 10:45AM
>
> Layover in DFW from 11:45-1:35PM
>
> American Airlines Flight 1279 from DFW to Phoenix, AZ arrives 3:05PM (mountain time).
>
>
> Let me know if you need further info.
>
> Scott
>
>
>
> Scott Mason
> Office of the Governor
> State of Oklahoma
>
> via AT&T BlackBerry
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Saturday, November 10, 2012 04:01 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler
> Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston; Scott Mason
> Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
>
> Scott, I don't have her flight info to see when she's arriving in Arizona...if one of you you can check
and get back to Katie, we need to try to make this happen Tuesday
>
>



>
> On Nov 10, 2012, at 3:52 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
>
>> Any chance Governor could be available to talk to Gov Markell from 3-3:15 ET on Tuesday re/ next
steps for NGA on PPACA, fiscal cliff, etc.?



From: Kinzel, Will
To: Marie T. Sanderson; Marie Sanderson
Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov; russ.kelly@alaska.gov; lgromis ; macarter32 ; RSerote@az.gov;

Adam.nordstrom ; Rob.Jakubik ; bfulenwider@georgia.gov;
ehames@georgia.gov; brandymarty03 ; dhiowa ; jabot10 ;
jboeyink34 ; travisrichmond wkloiber ; David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov;
jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler;
JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov; teddpitts@gov.sc.gov; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us;
bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us; Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov; Candice Whitfield; eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov;
Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov;
Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov; jboeyink ; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov;
debbie ; griffin ; wstruble ; wags@la.gov;
Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; kristacarman ; mary.mayhew@maine.gov;
Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov; blackwellr2@michigan.gov; mcbrideb@michigan.gov;
muchmored@michigan.gov; tomichz@michigan.gov; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov; brian
ryan ; nguillemard ; sarah.echols  mschrimpf@rga.org;
lrussell Msanderson ; slevey  ts ; Bkanzeg ;
aparis@state.pa.us; jbranstett@state.pa.us; jmcallahan@state.pa.us; ktartaglia@state.pa.us;
rebmyers@state.pa.us; Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us; MKennicott@susana2010.com; Mark.Cate@tn.gov;
Will.Cromer@tn.gov; Bnutt ; RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov; EMainigi ;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov; katyoder 99 ; pjpgator

Subject: RE: State "Flexibility???" Governors Still Waiting for An Answer...
Date: Friday, March 11, 2011 10:32:44 AM

More from the Hill:
 
Growing number of waivers a rallying cry for healthcare repeal
By Jason Millman
The Hill
03/11/11 @ 06:00 AM ET
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/148891-waivers-become-rallying-cry-for-healthcare-
repeal-
The 1,000-plus waivers granted by the Obama administration to a portion of the healthcare reform
law have become a political liability for the White House.
Republicans are accusing the administration of rewarding Democratic allies in the labor movement
with the waivers, which exempt recipients from the reform law’s annual coverage limits.
They say the large number of waivers granted so far — 1,040 as of Thursday — is proof that the law
is unworkable and should be repealed.
“The fact that over 1,000 waivers have been granted is a tacit admission that the healthcare law is
fundamentally flawed,” said House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred Upton (R-
Mich.), one of two House chairmen using their oversight powers to probe the waivers.
The drumbeat of GOP criticism has grown louder as the waiver awards have increased. Approval of
waiver requests has jumped from 222 to almost 730 in December, and another 300 have been
approved since then.
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), which is in charge of implementing the
healthcare reform law, says waiver requests have slowed during the past two months, but that
hasn’t quelled the GOP outcry.
Rep. Mike Rogers (R-Mich.) says the waivers should be made available to anyone. On Thursday he
introduced legislation that would let individuals apply for exemptions to any part of the healthcare
law.
“If the SEIU gets a waiver and McDonald’s gets a waiver,” Rogers said, “shouldn’t the average
person who’s impacted by this get a waiver, too?”
The administration and Democratic lawmakers have rejected the Republican criticism, pointing out



that the law provides HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius the ability to offer the waivers. Democrats
also deny the charges of favoritism in the process, noting that that a large number of businesses —
and not just unions — have received the exemption.
The one-year waivers are typically granted to organizations that offer limited health insurance,
known as “mini-med plans,” that sometimes provide as little as $2,000 in annual coverage. The
waivers are meant as a stopgap measure until new state-run health insurance exchanges open up,
when the mini-med insurance plans will be phased out, HHS says.
“We don’t want to take away people’s health insurance before they have some realistic other
choices,” Sebelius said in an interview with The Hill earlier this year.
The law requires a phase-out of annual dollar limits on benefits, with a minimum limit of $750,000 in
2011. The limits gradually rise until they are completely eliminated in 2014.
The administration touts the waivers as evidence that they are showing flexibility in the
implementation of the reform law. On Thursday, HHS detailed plans to let states opt out of the law
to create their own reforms, and earlier this week, the department gave Maine insurers an
exemption from a reform provision that restricts administrative spending.
The attempts to provide flexibility aren’t winning over Republican critics.
“Lawsuits, exemptions and exceptions are not healthcare reform,” House Ways and Means
Republicans said Thursday.
The GOP scrutiny has forced Democrats into the politically awkward position of defending health
plans that the law aims to eliminate. They say even the worst insurance is still better than no
insurance at all.
“We’re saying until we get to the full implementation of the Affordable Care Act, we’re going to let
these go, because the other option is nothing,” said Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.).
The leader of Families USA, one of the White House’s strongest healthcare allies, isn’t worried about
the rising number of waivers. As long as the administration is clear on waiver standards and
decisions, said Families USA executive director Ron Pollack, it can continue to make the case for
them.
“What’s ironic is if there were disruption [in the insurance market] … the Republicans would
complain that the legislation is too rigid,” Pollack said.
But House Republicans with significant oversight powers contend the process hasn’t been
transparent. The House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform this week accused HHS of
stalling the committee’s probe into why dozens of organizations have been denied waivers.
“The current lack of transparency lends credence to the perception that bureaucrats are picking
winners and losers in a politicized environment where the winners are favored constituencies of the
administration,” the Oversight panel wrote.
For its part, HHS says it already provided most of the documents to the Energy and Commerce
Committee, which launched its own waiver investigation in January.
The waivers cover approximately 2.6 million people, or less than 2 percent of privately insured
individuals, according to HHS.
For a complete list of waivers click here.
 
 
 

From: Marie T. Sanderson [mailto: ] 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 7:24 PM
Subject: Fwd: State "Flexibility???" Governors Still Waiting for An Answer...



 
 
HHS has issued a notice for a press conference this afternoon on “state flexibility in implementing”
the health care law.  Politico reports that the news conference will discuss the release of Section
1332 waivers under the health care law. (We’ve previously outlined the non-flexibility in the health
law in blog postings here and elsewhere.)
 
But today’s announcement misses the point in several respects.  Under current law the “flexibility”
being discussed would only begin in 2017 – nearly six years from now.  But governors face
significant problems with the health care law TODAY – yet the Secretary has failed to respond to
the requests from Washington for relief.
 
The specific issue relates to maintenance of effort mandates in the health care law that prevent
states from modifying or restricting their Medicaid eligibility criteria.  Governors have
made multiple requests for flexibility from such mandates – the earliest of which came on January 7
this year.  On February 3 Secretary Sebelius wrote to them saying she was “continu[ing] to review
what authority, if any, I have to waive the maintenance of effort” requirements under the health
care law.  However, five weeks later – and nearly 10 weeks after governors sent their initial letter –
the Secretary has yet to respond substantively to this issue, notwithstanding the serious budget
crises affecting many states.
 
The Secretary’s silence raises obvious questions:

·         Why is the HHS so focused on implementing a waiver program that won’t start until 2017 –
rather than addressing governors’ request for flexibility to solve their budget crises NOW?

·         It’s been more than two months since governors first wrote HHS asking the Secretary to
waive the health care law’s Medicaid mandates – how much time does the Secretary need
to figure out what her authority is on this issue?  (By point of comparison, it only took
twelve days for theSecretary to respond to Chairman Baucus’ letter about the impact of H.R.
1 on Medicare Advantage – even though Democrats admitted that that bill had no chance of
passing.)

 
States are facing massive budget deficits, and new unfunded mandates totaling at least $118
billion thanks to the health care law.  Our nation’s governors need more action from Washington
than news conferences about provisions taking effect in six years – they need an end to the months-
long dithering within HHS about whether or not the Secretary has the authority to offer them the
assistance they seek, and they need it yesterday.
 
Chris Jacobs
Health Policy Analyst
Republican Policy Committee
(202) 224-2946



From: Kinzel, Will
To: "Adam.nordstrom "; Andrew Silvestri; "aparis@state.pa.us"; "arthur.clark@guam.gov"; "bklazare@az.gov"; "B ll.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov"; "mcbrideb@michigan.gov"; "bkanzeg@

"bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us"; "bste nmann@osfr.state.tx.us"; "brandymarty03 "; "brianfmcmanus "; "brian "; "carol.statkus@wyo.gov"; "Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov";
"clipparell "; "CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us"; "dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us"; "david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov"; "debbie@hohlt.com"; Denise Northrup; "muchmored@michigan.gov";
"Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us"; "doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov"; "eperez@osfr.state.tx.us"; "emainigi@wc.com"; "er c.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov"; "griffin ; "hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us"; "jabot10@
"jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov"; "jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov"

Cc: "Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov"; "Brandi White@mcconnell.senate.gov"
Subject: Re: Statement of Republican Policy on HR 1473
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 2:00:50 PM

HR 1473 just passed the House, 260-167

Will Kinzel 
Assistant to the Speaker for Policy 
Office of the Speaker 
(202) 225-0882 

 CELL 

 
From: Kinzel, Will 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 02:38 PM
To: Adam Nordstrom ( ) >; andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov <andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov>; aparis@state.pa.us <aparis@state.pa.us>; Arthur
Clark (arthur.clark@guam.gov) <arthur.clark@guam.gov>; Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov) <bklazare@az.gov>; Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov) <Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov>; Bill McBride
(mcbrideb@michigan.gov) <mcbrideb@michigan.gov>; bkanzeg  bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us <bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us>; Brandon Steinmann
(bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us) <bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us>; brandymarty03  Brian McManus (
Brian Nutt (  carol.statkus@wyo.gov <carol.statkus@wyo.gov>; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov) <Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov>;
clipparelli@  CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us <CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us>; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us
<dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us>; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov <david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov>; Debbie Hohlt (  Denise Northrup
(Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov) <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov) <muchmored@michigan.gov>; Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us)
<Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us>; Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov) <doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov>; Ed Perez (eperez@osfr.state.tx.us) <eperez@osfr.state.tx.us>; emainigi
<emainig >; Eric Finkbeiner (eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov) <eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov>; griffin@  hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us
<hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us>; jabot10@  jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov <jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov>; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov
<jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov>; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov) <jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov>; Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov)
<jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov>; Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov) <barnesj7@michigan.gov>; Jeff Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov) <jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov>; Jen Rae Hein
(jen.hein@nebraska.gov) <jen.hein@nebraska.gov>; Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us) <jbranstett@state.pa.us>; Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us) <jim.soyer@state.sd.us>;
jmcallahan@state.pa.us <jmcallahan@state.pa.us>; John Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov) <John.Katz@alaska.gov>; joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov <joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov>;
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov <katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Katy Oder < >; Keith Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us) <keith.gardner@state.nm.us>; Krista Carman
(kristacarman@  Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov) <kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov>; ktartaglia@state.pa.us <ktartaglia@state.pa.us>; Lauren
Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov) <lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>; Lgromis@  Lindsay Russell < >; macarter32@
Marie Sanderson (msanderson@governor.state.ms.us) <msanderson@governor.state.ms.us>; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov) <Mark.Cate@tn.gov>; mary.mayhew@maine.gov
<mary.mayhew@maine.gov>; Michael Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov) <michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov>; Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov)
<Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov>; mkennicott@  mschrimpf@rga.org <mschrimpf@rga.org>; Nicole Guillemard )
<nguillemard >; rebmyers@state.pa.us <rebmyers@state.pa.us>; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us <renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us>; rob.jakubik
<rob.jakubik >; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov) <rspendlove@utah.gov>; Ryan McGinness (  Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov)
<rserote@az.gov>; Seth Levey >; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov <sirena.ramirez@guam.gov>; Spence Geissinger ( )
<spencer.geissinger >; Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov) <wags@la.gov>; tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov <tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov>; Tim Pearson
(timpearson@gov.sc.gov) <timpearson@gov.sc.gov>; Todd Smith (ts@  travisrichmond@  Wayne Struble
(wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov) <wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov>; wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us <wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us>; will.cromer@tn.gov <will.cromer@tn.gov>; Zak
Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov) <tomichz@michigan.gov> 
Cc: Lanier Swann (Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov) <Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>; brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov <brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov> 
Subject: Statement of Republican Policy on HR 1473 
 

 
April 14, 2011

 

H.R. 1473, Department of Defense and Full Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2011
 

Rep. Harold Rogers (R-KY)
 
HR 1473 provides appropriations for the Department of Defense and all other federal agencies through the remainder of fiscal year 2011  The bill implements the agreement between
the House, Senate and the Administration for completing action on all FY 2011 appropriations
 
Total non-emergency discretionary budget authority for Fiscal Year 2011, as scored by the Congressional Budget Office will be $1 050 trillion  This is $38 billion below the level
provided in the continuing resolution enacted by the Democrats at the end of last year  It includes $13 billion in reductions already enacted into law since March 4, 2011, plus nearly
$27 billion in additional new spending cuts  Total Budget Authority will be $78 5 billion below President Obama’s discretionary budget request for Fiscal Year 2011  The
Congressional Budget Office score for the bill is available here: http://www cbo gov/ftpdocs/121xx/doc12140/hr1473 pdf 
 
HR 1473 turns around the trajectory of Washington’s unsustainable spending binge best symbolized by the Democrats’ failed stimulus bill of 2009  By demonstrating that our
political system is capable of reining in uncontrolled spending, it sends a signal to job creators in the private sector that government will not continue to grow at a rate crowding out
private investment and making tax increases inevitable  It also sets the table for reducing spending in the future  Removing nearly $40 billion in spending from the federal ledger in
FY 2011 compounds to $315 billion in savings over the next decade compared to CBO’s baseline projections for discretionary spending, according to the Republican staff of the
Senate Budget Committee
 
At the account level, the bill challenges the notion that government programs are immortal by terminating more than 55 of them, including 40 ineffective programs at the Department
of Education  The bill cuts spending at the Environmental Protection Agency by 16 percent, and reduces spending on Congressional staff and office expenses in the House of
Representatives by 5 percent  The bill cuts $2 9 billion from high-speed rail projects  Other cuts include $377 million from the U S  contribution to the United Nations and other
international organizations, and a $130 million cut to international banks and financial institutions  A list of all the cuts may be viewed here:
http://appropriations house gov/_files/41211ProgramCutsListFinalFY2011CR pdf 
 
In addition to these important savings, the bill also ensures that our troops will be paid  The bill provides base funding for the Department of Defense of $513 billion, a $5 billion
increase over last year’s level  The bill also provides $157 8 billion in emergency funding for the Global War on Terror, supporting our operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, and other
places where American troops are facing hostile fire   
 
Important policy provisions will also be enacted under HR 1473  The Administration will be blocked from closing the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and from
bringing any of the detainees there to the Continental United States  The District of Columbia will be prevented from using any congressionally appropriated funds (no matter what
the original source) to pay for abortions, and the Senate and House will hold separate votes on ending federal funding for Planned Parenthood and its affiliates
 
The bill begins to repeal elements of Obamacare, rescinding $2 2 billion of the $6 billion in startup funds provided to the Consumer Operated and Oriented Plan (CO-OP) program
that some observers have characterized as “a back door to a public plan flying under a different flag ” The bill also repeals section 10108 ”free choice” vouchers  subsidizing
insurance purchases on government-created health care exchanges for persons with incomes up to 400% of poverty  It also blocks increased hiring by the IRS requested by the
President to enforce Obamacare’s individual mandate and other revenue provisions  In addition, the House and Senate will also take a separate vote on defunding the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PL 111-148) and the health care provisions of the related reconciliation act, PL 111-152
 
Adoption of HR 1473 will demonstrate that elections have consequences, and that our government is finally listening to the American people  Members are urged to support HR
1473

Provided by House Republican Leadership and the House Appropriations Committee.
 



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Mike Schrimpf; Alex Weintz; Marie Sanderson
Cc: Jon Thompson; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: Tomorrow"s health care release
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:20:16 AM
Importance: High

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will
cost an additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new
Oklahoman’s to the Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020.
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:02 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Jon Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Tomorrow's health care release
 
Thanks. yes, Katie is working on it. sorry for the confusion
 

From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf; Alex Weintz
Cc: Jon Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Tomorrow's health care release
 
P.S. Katie is our contact, so looks like she’s already fully looped in.
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:58 AM
To: 'Alex Weintz'
Cc: Jon Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Tomorrow's health care release
 
Our policy folks had been working with someone in your policy shop on this. I’ll find out who.
 
It’s my understanding that it’s difficult for you to compile the data because of the way things are
administered there, but that you will be sending us something shortly.



 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:56 AM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Jon Thompson; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Tomorrow's health care release
 
Hey guys – were you waiting on me to send OK stats or did you contact someone else in our office or
in state government?
 

From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 12:19 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Jon Thompson
Subject: Tomorrow's health care release
 
Good afternoon –
 
I wanted to share with you a draft release that the RGA will send out tomorrow, when the Supreme
Court focuses on the Medicaid portions of the health care law. The draft below is still missing a
number of states’ stats, but we expect most every state to send us their numbers by COB today.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.
 
Mike Schrimpf
Communications Director
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006
(o) 202-662-4147 (c) 
 
 

DRAFT
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
GOP Governors Detail the Cost of Obamacare on the States

 
As the Supreme Court today hears arguments about the impact upon the states of expanding
Medicaid, the Republican Governors Association released information from X states highlighting the



costs of expanding Medicaid and implementing the health care law.
 
“President Obama’s federal health care takeover was enacted by Democrats in Congress over the
objection of governors and with little regard for the costs to the states,” said RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell. “The federal health care law shifts billions of dollars in unfunded, long-term costs to
state governments while restricting the ability of governors to craft Medicaid solutions for the
citizens of their states. This one-size-fits-all approach is yet another reason why the health care law
needs to be replaced, and Republican governors have offered a blueprint for true reform. The
current law is simply unaffordable, unsustainable and unworkable.”
 
Costs to the States:
 

Alabama
 
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and
in the near future.
 
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2
Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.
 
Medicaid Expansion Details

·         By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This
is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less
than 133% of the federal poverty level.
 

·         Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and
400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would
increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to
about 40% of the population.
 

·         Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new
population.
 

·         This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal
government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.
 

·         HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll
and manage the new recipients.
 

·         Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds.
Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate
between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching
rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and
Medicaid.

 
Alaska

 
Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and
continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget
of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the



Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation.
 
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds
to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss
of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in
Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state
general fund expenditures.
 
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over
the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that
cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While
direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in
later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing
impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.
 
Arizona, Gov Brewer
Pending
 
Florida, Gov Scott
Pending
 

Georgia
 

The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an
estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs. 
This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between
FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more
federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of
new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the
impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.
 

Idaho
 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid
caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase
in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost
attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be
$228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid
system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million.
 
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement
because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State
legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and
designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will
be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs
related to the expansion. 
 
In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to
design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is
working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the
Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections. 



 
Indiana, Gov Daniels
Pending
 

Iowa
 

As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures.
Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of
Iowa General Fund expenditures.
 
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time
money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex
funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 
 
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will
increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of
implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered
lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this
expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255
million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The
uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.
 
Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will
have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is
vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements
continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care
providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most. 

 
Kansas

 
Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will
continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from
$2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period,
enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated
PPACA expansion. 
 
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the
federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP
program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to
raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 
 
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track
Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to
implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will
incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services
and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based
Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the
federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the
program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.



 
Louisiana

 
Pending
 

Maine
 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009
to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over
one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers
have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of
increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians
have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care
services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As
Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and
the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make
necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.
 
Michigan, Gov Snyder
Will not be responding or providing any information
 

Mississippi
 

The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next
ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.
 

Nebraska
 
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska
estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health
Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange
project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and
regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5
million per year starting in 2016.
 
Nevada, Gov Sandoval
Pending
 
New Jersey, Gov Christie
Pending
 

New Mexico
 

With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 –
175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600
million between 2014 and 2019.
 
North Dakota, Gov Dalrymple
 
Ohio, Gov Kasich
Pending



 
Oklahoma, Gov Fallin
Pending
 
Pennsylvania, Gov Corbett
Pending
 

South Carolina
 

Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the
Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid.
The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020
ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate
and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.
 

South Dakota
 

Paragraph information has not changed
 

Tennessee
 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming
fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels.
Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to
the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone
just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line
with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more
people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of
need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change.
 
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost
the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make
common sense adjustments to the program.
 

Texas
 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of
the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the
program.
 
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27
billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care
rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid
Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming
Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the
federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas



Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid
and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.
 
Utah, Gov Herbert
Pending
 

Virginia
 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the
State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been
updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of
economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of
PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study
completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-
mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will
cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through
2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 -
$500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the
process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of
2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in
Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis
and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”
 
Wisconsin, Gov Walker
Pending
 

Wyoming
 

The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state
general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in
state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of
approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The
Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in
2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge
bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in
2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing
a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general
funds after the 90/10 federal match.
 
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our
private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets
conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an
average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations
effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into
the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in
premiums in the individual market.
 



Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than
other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing
insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to
avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that
it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will
be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered
lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.
 
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will
remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured
in our state.
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From: Robert Spendlove
To: Cindi Sims(cindy.sims@alaska.gov); John Katz(john.katz@alaska.gov); Russ Kelly(russ.kelly@alaska.gov ); Leslie

Gromis ); Mary Ann Carter (  ); Ryan Serote(rserote@az.gov); Adam
Nordstrom( ); Valerie Harr(valerie.j.harr@dhs.state.nj.us); John Patrick
Walsh(J ); Rob Jakubik( ); Margaret
Whatley(margaret.whatley@finance.alabama.gov); Blake Fulenwider(bfulenwider@georgia.gov); ErinHames
(ehames@georgia.gov ); Brandy Marty (  ); JanelCausey );
Travis Richmond( ); David Hensley (david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov); EmilyAnderson
(emily.anderson@gov.idaho.gov ); Jason Kreizenbeck(jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov ); Tammy Perkins
(tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov); Betsy Burdick(bburdick@gov.IN.gov); Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Jamie
Shuster (jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov); Mimi Hedgcock(hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us); Bob
Schwaneberg(bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us); Dona DeLeon(dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us); Marissa Watkins
(marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us); WayneHasenbalg (wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us); Honor
Ingels(honor.ingels@governor.alabama.gov); Craig Butler(Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov); Marie
Sanderson(msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); JeannemarieDavis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov);
Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov ); Mike DiSabato(Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); Sirena
Ramirez (sirena.ramirez@guam.gov ); Debbie Hohlt (  ); Griffin Foster(  );
Wayne Struble (  ); ChristineBartel (Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov); DougHoelscher
(doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov ); Jonathan Ringo (Jonathan.Ringo@la.gov); Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov);
Pam Pfeifer(Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US); ReneeFargason (renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us); Krista
Carman ( ); Will Kinzel (Will.kinzel@mail.house.gov); John McGough; Kathleen Newman;
Mary Mayhew (mary.mayhew@maine.gov); Lanier Swann(lanier swann@mcconnell.senate.gov ); Rob
Blackwell(blackwellr2@michigan.gov); Lisa Gigliotti (GigliottiL@michigan.gov); Bill
McBride(mcbrideb@michigan.gov); Dennic Muchmore(muchmored@michigan.gov); Zak Tomich
(tomichz@michigan.gov); Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov ); BrianMitchell ( );
Ryan McGinness ; Christopher Ruhl (cruhl@omb.in.gov); Nicole
Guillemard( ); Sarah Echols ( ); Tiffany Watkins
(  ); Intern Danny Fuhriman; Todd Smith( ); Adam Horst
(ahorst@sba.IN.gov); Andrew Paris(aparis@state.pa.us); Jen Branstett(jbranstett@state.pa.us); John
Callahan(jmcallahan@state.pa.us); Becky Myers(rebmyers@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer(jim.soyer@state.sd.us);
Mark Cate (mark.cate@tn.gov); Will Cromer (will.cromer@tn.gov ); Brian
Nutt(  ); Bill Kloiber(Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Eric Schutt
(eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov); Keith Gilkes (keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov); Ryan
Murray(ryan.murray@wisconsin.gov ); Wendy Riemann (wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov); Carol Statkus
(carol.statkus@wyo.gov ); KatherineYoder )

Cc: Intern Maggie Cleary; Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson; Seth Levey
Subject: Re: Understanding Cut, Cap, & Balance
Date: Monday, July 18, 2011 5:07:35 PM
Attachments: Cut Cap and Balance Letter 110718.PDF

All,

As a further follow up to this discussion, attached is a letter from Governor Herbert to each of your
bosses explaining his strong support of the Cut, Cap and Balance pledge.  Governor Herbert also
mentioned this on Saturday morning at the RGA business meeting as a way for us to make a stand on
this issue.  We're looking at the possibility of circulating a letter from the Governors to Congress to
enact a Cut, Cap and Balance type provision into the negotiations.  I'll be working with Marie to develop
this and I'd welcome your thoughts about the best way to push this forward.

Thanks,
Robert

Robert Spendlove
Policy Director
Utah Governor's Office 

Utah State Capitol
350 North State Street, Suite 200
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

Phone: 801.538.1329
Cell: 
Email: rspendlove@utah.gov



>>>
From:   "Intern Danny  Fuhriman" <dfuhriman@RGA.ORG>
To:     "Adam Horst (ahorst@sba.IN.gov)" <ahorst@sba.IN.gov>, "Adam
Nordstrom(  "Andrew
Paris(aparis@state.pa.us)" <aparis@state.pa.us>, "Andrew Silvestri(andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov )"
<andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov>, "Becky Myers(rebmyers@state.pa.us)" <rebmyers@state.pa.us>,
"Betsy Burdick(bburdick@gov.IN.gov)" <bburdick@gov.IN.gov>, "Bill
Kloiber(Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov)" <Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov>, "Bill
McBride(mcbrideb@michigan.gov)" <mcbrideb@michigan.gov>, "Blake
Fulenwider(bfulenwider@georgia.gov)" <bfulenwider@georgia.gov>, "Bob
Schwaneberg(bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us)" <bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us>, "Brandy Marty
(  "BrianMitchell 

, "Brian Nutt(
, "Carol Statkus (carol.statkus@wyo.gov )"

<carol.statkus@wyo.gov>, "ChristineBartel (Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov)" <Christine.Bartel@iowa.gov>,
"Christopher Ruhl (cruhl@omb.in.gov)" <cruhl@omb.in.gov>, "Cindi Sims(cindy.sims@alaska.gov)"
<cindy.sims@alaska.gov>, "Craig Butler(Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov)"
<Craig.w.butler@governor.ohio.gov>, "David Hensley (david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov)"
<david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov>, "Debbie Hohlt (  "Dennic
Muchmore(muchmored@michigan.gov)" <muchmored@michigan.gov>, "Dona
DeLeon(dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us)" <dona.deleon@gov.state.nj.us>, "DougHoelscher
(doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov )" <doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov>, "EmilyAnderson
(emily.anderson@gov.idaho.gov )" <emily.anderson@gov.idaho.gov>, "Eric Schutt
(eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov)" <eric.schutt@wisconsin.gov>, "ErinHames (ehames@georgia.gov )"
<ehames@georgia.gov>, "Griffin Foster(  "Honor
Ingels(honor.ingels@governor.alabama.gov)" <honor.ingels@governor.alabama.gov>, "Jamie Shuster
(jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov)" <jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov>, "JanelCausey "

 "Jason Kreizenbeck(jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov )"
<jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov>, "JeannemarieDavis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov)"
<jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov>, "Jen Branstett(jbranstett@state.pa.us)"
<jbranstett@state.pa.us>, "Jim Soyer(jim.soyer@state.sd.us)" <jim.soyer@state.sd.us>, "John
Callahan(jmcallahan@state.pa.us)" <jmcallahan@state.pa.us>, "John Katz(john.katz@alaska.gov)"
<john.katz@alaska.gov>, John McGough <john.mcgough@maine.gov>, "John Patrick
Walsh(  "Jonathan
Ringo (Jonathan.Ringo@la.gov)" <Jonathan.Ringo@la.gov>, "KatherineYoder
(  Kathleen Newman
<kathleen.newman@maine.gov>, "Katie Altshuler (katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov)"
<katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov>, "Keith Gilkes (keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov)"
<keith.gilkes@wisconsin.gov>, "Krista Carman (
"Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov )" <kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov>, "Lanier
Swann(lanier_swann@mcconnell.senate.gov )" <lanier_swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>, "Lauren Kintner
(lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov )" <lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov>, "Leslie Gromis )"

>, "Lisa Gigliotti (GigliottiL@michigan.gov)" <GigliottiL@michigan.gov>, "Margaret
Whatley(margaret.whatley@finance.alabama.gov)" <margaret.whatley@finance.alabama.gov>, "Marie
Sanderson(msanderson@governor.state.ms.us)" <msanderson@governor.state.ms.us>, "Marissa
Watkins (marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us)" <marissa.watkins@gov.state.nj.us>, "Mark Cate
(mark.cate@tn.gov)" <mark.cate@tn.gov>, "Mary Ann Carter )"

>, "Mary Mayhew (mary.mayhew@maine.gov)" <mary.mayhew@maine.gov>,
"Mike DiSabato(Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov)" <Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov>,
"Mimi Hedgcock(hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us)" <hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us>, "Nicole
Guillemard(  "Pam
Pfeifer(Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US)" <Pam.Pfeifer@LASPBS.STATE.FL.US>
CC:     Seth Levey < >, Lindsay Russell < >, Intern Maggie Cleary
<mcleary@RGA.ORG>, Marie Sanderson g>
Date:   7/18/2011 2:20 PM
Subject:        Understanding Cut, Cap, & Balance



Hello all,

Following up on our conversation this morning about the Debt Ceiling and Cut, Cap, and Balance here is
a nice primer from Keith Hennessey, a senior White House economic advisor during the Bush
administration-

Seth Levey
Public Policy Advisor
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee | RGA
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250 | Washington, DC 20006
P: (202) 662-4157 | C:  | >
________________________________

Understanding Cut, Cap, and Balance<http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?
l=5Zi37&m=JsLBfQTYiC2beS&b=dbyR.48.T0C9WiLxaXCw9g>

Sometime this week the House of Representatives will consider Rep. Jason
Chaffetz<http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=5Zi37&m=JsLBfQTYiC2beS&b=IwGy7HygZfje 3ZhoE8j3w>'
H.R. 2560, the "Cut, Cap & Balance Act<http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?
l=5Zi37&m=JsLBfQTYiC2beS&b=CNP0xAJCOnxdmqh0vVOPlQ>."

We are entering the arcane world of budget process, so this could be tough sledding. I will do my best
to distill the essential elements and simplify it.

The key to understanding this bill is that it focuses on government spending, rather than on taxes or
deficits. The bill would achieve significant deficit reduction through cutting and limiting spending, and all
of its mechanisms use spending rather than deficit targets.

Surprise, surprise: the bill consists of three parts.

 1.  Cut - The bill provides specific numbers to limit both discretionary and mandatory spending for
FY12. These numbers would drive further Congressional action this year or else force a Presidential
sequester. (I explain a sequester below.) The intent of this section is to force Congress and the
President to cut spending immediately.
 2.  Cap - The bill would establish a new enforceable limit on total federal spending as a share of the
economy. The new caps are designed to phase federal spending down to just below 20% of GDP by
FY17 and then hold it there through the end of a 10-year budget window in FY21. Put more simply, this
is a new enforceable aggregate spending cap.
 3.  Balance - The bill would increase the debt limit by $2.4 trillion after the House and Senate have
passed a Balanced Budget Amendment (of a certain type).

What is a sequester?

A sequester is an automatic across-the-board proportional spending cut written into law and
implemented by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). It is usually combined with some kind of
budget target and designed as a backup measure to force legislative action to hit that target.

Example

Imagine there are 10 government programs that spend $50 each. Congress passes and the President
signs a law that includes a spending target of $490, a deadline of December 31st, and an across-the-
board sequester.

If new laws are not enacted by December 31 to reducing spending to $490, then the sequester kicks in.
OMB cuts all 10 programs by whatever percentage is needed to hit the target. In this case, each $50
program is cut by 2%, to $49, to hit the aggregate spending target.

If the new law were to exempt five of the 10 programs from the sequester, then the remaining
programs would be subject to a 4% cut to hit the same spending target.



If Congress doesn't like the results of an anticipated sequester, they can and should enact a new law
before December 31 which hits $490 in a different way. They could cut one program by 20% ($10) and
leave the other 49 programs untouched, for example.

Types of sequesters

There are discretionary sequesters which apply to programs that face annual appropriations.

There is a mandatory sequester, which is designed to apply to mandatory/entitlement spending.

Or you could do a spending sequester which applies to both discretionary and mandatory spending.

In March the President floated the idea of a sequester that would raise taxes as well as increase
spending.

The challenge: exemptions

The hard part of designing a sequester mechanism is rounding up the votes for a bill that includes an
automatic across-the-board cut. Members of Congress will say, "I support your spending target, and I
support the hammer of creating a sequester, but I can't vote for it if the sequester would cut X. Give X
an exemption from the sequester and I'll vote for your bill."

The exemptions to the sequester are the key that shapes subsequent Congressional negotiations. If your
spending priorities are exempted from the sequester, then you have less incentive to cut a deal after
this new law is in effect. You have leverage in the negotiations.

In addition, Members expose themselves to political risk when they vote for the creation of an across-
the-board sequester. This is why all mandatory sequesters enacted so far have exempted Social
Security, even though Social Security is the largest component of mandatory spending.

The spending limits in Cut and Cap

I support the numeric spending targets in the Cup and Cap sections. For me the most important
number is "below 20% of GDP" in the cap section. I think that's the right target, and it is the primary
reason I support this bill.

For comparison:

 *   Federal spending in the 50 years preceding the Obama Administration averaged 20.2% of GDP.
 *   Federal spending in 2009 hit an all-time post-WWII high of 28.5% of GDP.
 *   Under the President's original budget, it would be 23.6% this year, 22.7% in 2013, and then begin
a steady climb to 24.5% of GDP at the end of the decade in 2021. Since the President didn't provide
detail with his second round budget, I can't provide parallel figures for that.
 *   The 23.6% figures means federal spending will be 15% larger, measured as a share of the
economy, then it has historically been.

Those extreme spending shares are the result of several factors: higher automatic stabilizer payments in
a weak economy, government actions like stimulus laws and ObamaCare, and long-term entitlement
spending trends that build gradually over time.

Anticipating the replies from my left-of-center friends, yes, I am willing to make whatever changes are
needed to the big 3 entitlements to stay within this cap. I would rather change the nature of future
government benefit promises than see the private sector shrink.

The sequesters in Cut and Cap

Most Members of Congress complain that automatic sequester mechanisms include programs they don't
want to cut. I have the opposite complaint - the sequesters in this bill exempt too much. In particular,
both the mandatory sequester in the Cut section and the across-the-board sequester in the Cap section



exclude Social Security, Medicare, military personnel, and interest costs. While military personnel costs
would rank high on my list of spending priorities, I think the best sequester mechanisms apply to all
non-interest spending.

In particular, we need to address spending trends in the big three entitlements. By exempting Social
Security and Medicare from the sequester, this bill makes it that much harder for Congress to bite the
bullet and make needed changes in both programs. It is easy to understand the legislative necessity
that drove this decision, but it's a big policy mistake nonetheless.

At the same time, these sequester mechanisms are much better than past ones enacted into law, which
exempted hundreds of programs from the across-the-board cut. A well-designed sequester is not
supposed to be the mechanism that cuts spending. It is supposed to be the forcing mechanism that
convinces Congress to make decisions to cut spending. If you exempt too much, then the incentive
placed on Congress is even weaker.

Debt limit - Balanced Budget Amendment

It is important to understand that the debt limit increase in this bill is not just tied to any Balanced
Budget Amendment to the Constitution, but to one which meets certain parameters. The BBA must not
just guarantee a balanced budget. It must also limit spending as a percent of GDP as in the Cap section
of this bill, and it must raise the legislative bar for tax increases to a two-thirds vote of both the House
and Senate.

It might therefore be more appropriate to think of this as a "Balanced Budget through Spending Cuts
Amendment."

I support balancing the budget through cutting spending rather than raising taxes. I don't feel strongly
either way about whether or not this should be enshrined in the Constitution. I lean a little against,
because I hate messing with the Constitution.

All that is irrelevant, however, because even if this kind of BBA did pass both Houses of Congress, it
would take many years for three-fifths of the States to ratify it as an amendment to the Constitution.
Federal budget problems are upon us now - we can't wait for a Balanced Budget Amendment to be
ratified. While this part of the bill is useful to make a point, I fear it serves as a distraction from actually
cutting spending.

Since Congress will not pass a Balanced Budget Amendment through both Houses in the next two
weeks, and since this section makes a debt limit increase contingent upon such passage, I have a big
problem here. That problem is solved as long as some other bill becomes law soon to increase the debt
limit.

Summary of my views on Cut, Cap, and Balance

I recommend supporting this bill even with its significant imperfections. I place enormous value on the
creation of an enforceable cap on total government spending.

Good

 *   Focuses on the problem I think needs to be solved: too high and too rapidly growing government
spending;
 *   Cuts spending 2012 and creates a sequester to enforce those cuts;
 *   Caps federal spending below 20% of GDP and phases down to that over a few years;
 *   Creates a sequester mechanism to force spending cuts to hit those levels;
 *   The mandatory spending sequesters are far broader and therefore superior to those enacted in the
past; and
 *   The form of the Balanced Budget Amendment, which would drive spending cuts rather than tax
increases, is good.

Bad



 *   The sequester exempts too much, and in particular it exempts the two largest entitlement spending
programs, Social Security and Medicare. If enacted, this bill might make it legislatively harder to reform
these two programs. That's a huge problem.
 *   While it appears to increase the debt limit, it sets conditions that won't be met in time. This
problem is solved as long as some other bill becomes law soon to increase the debt limit.
 *   I lean against amending the Constitution, even for a Balanced Budget Amendment whose form I
like. And the legislative reality means time spent on a BBA could be better spent trying to cut spending.

No bill is perfect. In my view, the good far outweighs the bad in this bill.




